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Practice  good  SEE-manship  ...  by  setting  your  course  . . . for 
the  middle  of  the  brawl  . . . like  our  great  Navy  does . . . The 
best  maritime  scrappers  of  all  history  . . . Give  'em  broadside 
after  broadside  of  SEE  power  Advertising  . . . For  good  SEE- 
manship  with  Accessories  and  Trailers  ...  is  nothing  but  good 
Showmanship  . . . Get  those  Advertising  flat -tops,  battle- 
wagons,  cruisers  and  destroyers  all  over  your  area  of  opera- 
tion . . . Sink  any  stagnation  that  tries  to  . . . torpedo  your 
investment . . . Fight  it  out  on  plan  N.S.S.  . . . The  plan  that 
makes  every  picture  you  buy.  . . SEE -worthy. 
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PLANNING  POSTWAR  THEATRES 
TO  SERVE  HOUSING  PROJECTS 


COMMUNITY  CENTER  THEATRE  PLAN— Architect  William  I.  Hohauser 
in  this  perspective  depicts  a type  of  motion  picture  exhibition  plant  that  will 
become  increasingly  more  popular  as  time  goes  on.  The  type  is  particularly  de- 
sirable to  the  social  and  recreational  requirements  of  new  communities  and  housing 
developments  created  by  city  planning.  It  provides  a resourceful  nucleus  or 
core  attraction  element  for  the  modern  community  shopping  center. 


Creation  of  'New  Cities'  in 
Gotham  to  Bring  About 
Big  Building  Program 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 

NEW  YORK — While  independent  circuits 
have  definite  plans  for  the  construction  of 
new  theatres  in  the  postwar  period,  there  are 
indications  that  these  new  units  will  be  con- 
fined to  several  huge  new  housing  develop- 
ments and  to  the  suburbs,  according  to  a 
BOXOPFICE  survey  made  among  exchange 
and  circuit  executives  of  the  metropolitan 
district. 

Proposed  housing  projects  in  various  parts 
of  the  city,  both  municipally  financed  and 
privately  financed,  will  cause  big  population 
shifts.  Some  of  these  will  be  as  large  as  the 
Metropolitan  Insurance  Co.’s  Parkchester  de- 
velopment in  The  Bronx,  built  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $50,000,000,  having  a popula- 
tion of  50,000  persons. 

Vast  Scope  of  Operations 

The  scope  of  these  operations  was  re- 
vealed recently  when  the  New  York  City 
housing  authority  announced  plans  for  post- 
war housing  projects  to  cost  $260,000,000  and 
provide  modern  living  quarters  for  at  least 
36,753  additional  low-income  families  in  the 
first  three  years  after  the  war. 

The  municipal  housing  authority  confirmed 
the  report  that  the  city  agency  had  just  pre- 
sented a $132,500,000  program  for  16  addi- 
tional federally-aided  projects  to  the  Federal 
Public  Housing  Authority,  here,  as  a basis 
for  New  York’s  share  in  the  forthcoming  re- 
quest by  FPHA  to  Congress  for  housing  loan 
funds.  This  new  federal-aid  program  in  this 
city  would  embrace  16  projects  not  hitherto 
announced,  to  accommodate  at  least  19,300 
more  low-rent  families. 

Plans  have  been  completed  for  11  other 
projects  for  15,482  families,  with  $115,000,000 
in  state  housing  funds  already  available. 
Estimated  costs  of  proposed  housing  projects 
already  announced  are  given  first,  followed 
by  estimated  population  and  then  by  acreage. 

Estimated  Cost  and  Acreage 

Elliott — 25-27th  street,  between  Ninth  and 
Tenth  avenues,  Manhattan,  $3,860,000 — pop. 
2,252 — 4%  acres;  Amsterdam — West  61-64th 
street,  Manhattan,  $7,000,000 — 3,978 — 9.2;  Lil- 
lian Wald — lower  east  side,  Manhattan,  $12,- 

900.000 —  6,954 — 16  acres;  Jacob  Riis — lower 
east  side,  Manhattan,  no  cost  estimate  has 
been  made  as  yet— 6,640 — 17%;  Brownsville 
— Brooklyn,  $8,167,000 — 5,175 — 17%;  Morri- 
sania — The  Bronx,  $10,849,000 — 6,996 — 16. 

Also,  Abraham  Lincoln — east  Harlem,  $8,- 

836.000 —  5,009 — 11.72  acres;  Marcy — Flushing 
and  Marcy  avenues,  Brooklyn,  $11,186,000 — 
6,876 — 25%;  Gowanus — Brooklyn,  $6,738,000 — 
4,468 — 12;  James  Weldon  Johnson — east  Har- 
lem—$9,974,000— 5,092— 11  acres. 

Three  housing  projects  in  early  stages  of 
planning  follow:  Governor  Smith — near 
Brooklyn  Bridge,  Manhattan — $16,595,000 — 
7,176 — 19  acres;  and  one  each  in  The  Bronx 
and  Queens.  Details  on  the  latter  two  are 
not  available. 

Two  projects  to  be  financed  by  the  Metro- 
politan Insurance  Co.  include  Riverton,  at 
Harlem  River  and  135th  St.,  Harlem.  Un- 
official estimates  place  the  cost  at  $6,000,000, 
with  population  estimated  at  3,400.  The  site 
embraces  approximately  12  acres. 

Stuyvesant  Town,  Metropolitan’s  second 


contemplated  housing  project,  will  be  located 
at  East  River  and  14th  St.  According  to 
unofficial  estimates,  the  cost  will  be  $50,- 
000,000.  The  project  will  house  some  8,800 
families  on  a 75-acre  site. 

The  third  privately-financed  project  will  be 
constructed  by  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Co. 
and  will  be  located  near  Fort  Greene  Park, 
Brooklyn.  Estimates  of  cost  and  population 
were  not  readily  available  at  this  time. 

Theatres  Follow  Population 

In  view  of  the  truism  that  theatre  con- 
struction follows  closely  on  the  heels  of  popu- 
lation trends  it  is  a foregone  conclusion  that 
many  new  theatres  will  be  erected  close  to 
these  projects. 

The  municipally-operated  Idlewild  aiiport, 
Queens — the  largest  in  the  world — which  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  operation  next  year 
will  require  a staff  of  approximately  30,000 
employes.  This  too,  will  probably  require 
new  housing  facilities  and  theatres. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  rise  of  “new  cities” 
created  by  these  housing  developments  will 
make  necessary  new  theatres  located  within 
walking  distance.  Circuits  are  alert  to  these 
possibilities  and  are  laying  plans  accordingly. 

As  a case  in  point,  it  was  indicated  that  the 
Parkchester  development  resulted  in  the  con- 
struction by  Loew’s  of  its  American  theatre, 
nearby.  Housing  projects  in  various  other 
parts  of  the  city  which  were  completed  before 
the  war  were  soon  followed  by  new  theatres 
constructed  within  a stone’s  throw.  Most 
of  these  houses  are  doing  well  and  it  is  like- 
ly that  those  that  are  built  in  the  future 
near  the  proposed  housing  projects  will  also 
provide  a good  business  investment. 

One  independent  circuit  is  reported  to  have 
plans  in  various  shades  of  development  for 
six  new  theatres.  The  sites  have  been  selected, 
it  is  understood,  and  everything  is  said  to  be 
ready  for  the  go  ahead  signal.  These 
projected  houses  will  most  likely  be  erected 
in  newly  developed  sections  or  in  neighbor- 
hoods where  new  housing  projects  are 
planned.  The  theatres  to  be  erected  will  be 
600-seaters  as  well  as  some  larger  units. 

One  exchange  executive  predicted  an  in- 


crease in  the  number  of  drivein  theatres  in 
the  metropolitan  area  during  the  postwar 
period,  like  those  operated  in  Rochester,  De- 
troit, Cleveland  and  other  spots  before  the 
war. 

Another  executive  opined  that  there  would 
be  a wholesale  refurbishing  with  theatre 
equipment  and  interior  decorations  im- 
mediately after  these  items  are  available. 
These  will  include  new  seats,  carpets  and 
many  other  articles  whose  manufacture  was 
either  curtailed  or  prohibited  during  the  war. 

Most  circuits  are  not  waiting  for  peace  to 
complete  their  plans,  say  the  executives,  but 
are  acting  now  to  be  ready  as  soon  as  possible 

“Unless  there  are  new  developments  not 
foreseen  at  this  time,”  said  one  district  man- 
ager, “many  of  the  theatres  will  go  in  for  a 
complete  overhauling  and  reconditioning. 
New  theatres  will  be  constructed  only  in 
newly-developed  areas  where  building  was 
prohibited  during  the  war. 

Room  for  Modernization 

“As  far  as  the  city  itself  is  concerned, 
there  are  plenty  of  seats  in  most  sections  and 
too  many  seats  in  some  sections.  New  thea- 
tre construction  will  generally  follow  closely 
new  housing  developments. 

“There  is  considerable  room  for  moderniza- 
tion in  a good  many  of  the  theatres  in  the 
metropolitan  area.  Very  seldom  have  I seen 
a modern  front  or  an  up-to-date  interior. 
This  applies  not  only  to  the  antiquated  seats, 
but  to  the  interior  of  the  auditorium  as  well. 
The  spacing  of  the  seats  is  behind  the  times 
and  there  is  a complete  absence  of  modern 
lighting,  such  as  ‘black’  light. 

“In  every  key  city,  the  tendency  of  the 
neighborhood  theatres  is  to  keep  their  houses 
in  fine  shape.  This  keeps  many  of  the 
prospective  patrons  in  their  own  neighbor- 
hood theatres.” 

This  spokesman  said  that  keeping  a theatre 
looking  its  best  is  not  only  an  essential  but 
one  that  pays  big  dividends. 

This  particular  executive  concluded  by  ad- 
vocating a thorough-going  survey  of  every 
theatre  with  a view  to  bringing  each  up  to 
date,  both  on  the  outside  and  on  the  inside. 
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Plaque  to  Greer  Garson 
As  Most  Popular  Star 


HOLLYWOOD — Metro’s  thespic,  executive 
and  creative  great  turned  out  virtually  en 
masse  to  honor  Greer  Garson  on  the  occa- 
sion when  she  was  presented  with  a bronze 
plaque  by  BOXOFFICE  after  she  had  been 
designated  1944’s  most  popular  star  in  a poll 
conducted  toy  this  publication  for  its  annual 
Barometer. 

The  presentation  was  made  by  Ivan  Spear, 
Hollywood  editor  of  BOXOFFICE,  at  a 
luncheon  attended  by  more  than  80  persons 
held  in  the  executive  dining  room  of  the 
studio’s  administration  building.  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  who  but  a few  days  before  returned 
to  assume  his  duties  as  head  of  the  studio 
after  a long  absence  as  a result  of  his  acci- 
dent, served  as  master  of  ceremonies.  Ar- 
rangements for  the  luncheon  were  made  by 
Studio  Publicity  Chief  Howard  Strickling  and 
his  staff. 

High  Tribute  From  Mayer 

Mayer  paid  high  tribute  to  Miss  Garson, 
both  as  a woman  and  an  actress.  Lacing  his 
glowing  remarks  were  amusing  anecdotes  of 
his  first  discovery  of  the  potential  ranking 
star  and  subsequent  contacts  with  her  dur- 
ing the  time  she  was  being  developed  into 
the  nation’s  brightest  screen  luminary.  He 
stressed  her  great  value  to  Metro,  to  the 
public,  to  exhibitors  and  to  the  industry  as  a 
whole. 

In  replying  to  Mayer  and  Spear,  following 
presentation  of  the  plaque,  the  star  expressed 
her  deep  appreciation  of  what  Mayer  and 
her  fellow  workers  at  the  studio  had  done 
to  further  her  career.  Graciously  she  said 
that  the  plaque  she  had  just  received  was  as 
attributable  to  their  work  as  her  own,  and 
added  that  “Leo’s  slogan,  ‘The  Friendly 
Company,’  applies  as  much  to  actors  and 
actresses  as  to  exhibitors.” 


She  voiced  her  thanks  to  Ben  Shlyen,  pub- 
lisher of  BOXOFFICE,  and  requested  that 
comparable  expression  of  gratitude  be  re- 
layed through  these  columns  to  those  who 
had  voted  her  the  year’s  most  popular  star. 

Called  upon  to  say  a few  words  was  the 
Metro  contract  star  who  has  appeared  with 
Miss  Garson  in  so  many  features,  Walter 
Pidgeon;  while  Sir  Alexander  Korda,  Ben 
Goetz,  Steve  Hannagan  and  Miss  Garson’s 
mother  were  asked  by  Mayer  to  rise  and 
take  a bow. 

In  presenting  the  plaque  to  Miss  Garson, 
Spear  said,  in  part: 

“Many  of  you  know  that  BOXOFFICE  is 
the  most  widely  circulated  of  the  national 
motion  picture  tradepapers.  Annually  it 
conducts  a poll  to  determine  that  year’s  most 
popular  motion  picture  star.  Of  course, 
there  is  nothing  particularly  new  or  novel 
about  polls.  Many  other  publications  also 
conduct  them,  and  of  somewhat  similar 
nature. 

Yearly  Balloting  Comprehensive 

“We  of  the  BOXOFFICE  staff  sincerely 
believe,  however,  that  our  yearly  balloting 
is  the  most  comprehensive  and  representa- 
tive of  any  of  its  kind.  The  voting  in  this 
poll  comes  from  a sizeable  slice  of  the  na- 
tion’s exhibitors  and,  additionally,  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  the  membership  of 
which  comprises  the  motion  picture  editors 
of  the  country’s  leading  newspapers — some 
400  of  them — the  motion  picture  chairwomen 
of  the  various  state  Federations  of  Women’s 
Clubs,  the  motion  picture  reviewing  commit- 
tee of  the  International  Catholic  Alumnae 
Ass’n,  and  representatives  of  several  similar 
groups. 

“Thus  it  becomes  readily  apparent  that 
the  consensus  compiled  through  this  poll  is 


Sidney  Franklin  Wires 
Felicitations  to  Greer 

Hollywood — Sidney  Franklin,  one  of 
Metro’s  ace  film  makers,  who  has  pro- 
duced several  of  Miss  Garson’s  most  suc- 
cessful pictures,  was  out  of  the  city  and 
unable  to  attend  the  luncheon  in  her 
honor. 

From  Seligman,  Arlz.,  he  telegraphed 
as  follows: 

Greer  Garson, 

Care  L.  B.  Mayer,  M-G-M. 

Dear  Greer:  Please  let  me  add  my 
congratulations  to  you  for  being  chosen 
the  number  one  actress  of  the  year.  I 
am  sure  our  studio  and  the  entire  mo- 
tion picture  industry  can  be  proud  of 
your  achievement  and  feel  it  is  well  de- 
served. In  the  words  of  Professor  Periot 
“You  have  touched  a star  with  your 
fingertips.” 

Affectionately, 

Sidney 


an  unusually  typical  cross  section  of  both 
industry  and  public  opinion. 

“That  consensus  selected  Miss  Garson  to 
top  this  year’s  list.  And  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  deliver  to  her  on  behalf  of  my 
publisher.  Ben  Shlyen,  this  plaque  which  is 
physical  and  lasting  testimony  to  her  es- 
tablishment as  1944’s  brightest  star.” 

Among  those  who  attended  were: 

Executives:  Louis  B.  Mayer,  Benjamin 
Thau,  Sam  Katz,  A1  Lichtman,  J.  J.  Cohn, 
J.  K.  McGuinness,  M.  J.  Siegel,  Harold  Hop- 
per, J.  G.  Mayer,  Nat  Wolff,  Sam  Shirley, 
Ben  Goetz. 

Producers:  O.  O.  Dull,  Arthur  Field,  Fred 
Finklehoffe,  Arthur  Freed,  Martin  Gosch, 
Leon  Gordon,  George  Haight,  Arthur  Horn- 
blow,  Edwin  Knopf,  Sam  Marx,  Cliff  Reid, 
Harry  Rapf,  Everett  Riskin,  Robert  Sisk,  Fred 
Stephani,  Ralph  Wheelright,  Carey  Wilson, 
William  Wright,  Sam  Zimbalist. 

Filmdom’s  Prominents  There 

Directors:  Victor  Fleming,  Harry  Bucquet, 
Clarence  Brown,  Tay  Garnett,  Mervyn  Le- 
Roy. 

Writers:  William  Fadiman,  George  Fore- 
schel,  Jan  Lustig,  Robert  Thoeren,  Polly 
James,  Sonya  Levien,  John  Meechan. 

Stars  and  feature  players:  June  Allyson, 
Lucille  Bremer,  Lucille  Ball,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Ruth  Hussey,  Margaret  O'Brien,  Frances 
Rafferty,  Donna  Reed,  Selena  Royle,  Ginnv 
Simms,  Phyliss  Thaxter,  Lana  Turner,  Dame 
May  Whitty,  Esther  Williams,  Fred  Astaire 
Edward  Arnold,  Wallace  Beery,  James  Ciaig 
Van  Johnson,  George  Murphy,  Walter 
Pidgeon,  William  Powell,  Spencer  Tracy. 
Robert  Walker,  Keenan  Wynn,  Van  Heflin. 

Guests:  Sir  Alexander  Korda,  Mike  Levee, 
Lillie  Messinger,  Dr.  Koritz,  Voldemar  Vetlu- 
guin,  F.  L.  Hendrickson,  Mrs.  Garson  (Greer’s 
mother),  Elizabeth  Taylor  and  mother,  Mari- 
lyn Maxwell,  Steve  Hannagan. 

Pathe  Acquires  Pictorial 
Films,  16MM  Concern 

NEW  YORK — Pathe  Industries,  Inc.,  has 
acquired  Pictorial  Films,  Inc.,  of  1270  Sixth 
Ave.,  New  York,  one  of  the  leading  distribu- 
tors of  16mm  product.  The  deal  was  ef- 
fected January  2.  Milton  J.  Salzburg  and 
Harold  Baumstone  continue  as  president  and 
vice-president,  respectively,  of  Pictorial  un- 
der the  new  organization  setup. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  Pictorial  Films,  Inc.,  J.  Stinson 
Young  and  Karl  Herzog,  president  and  treas- 
urer, respectively,  of  Pathe  Industries,  Inc., 
were  elected,  respectively,  chairman  of  the 
board  and  treasurer. 


HONORS  TO  A STAR— Ivan  Spear,  western  editor  of  BOXOFFICE,  left,  was 
photographed  as  he  presented  the  bronze  plaque  which  was  awarded  to  Greer 
Garson  by  this  magazine  after  she  had  been  voted  1944’s  most  popular  star  in  the 
poll  conducted  by  BOXOFFICE  for  its  annual  Barometer  edition.  The  presenta- 
tion was  made  at  a luncheon  held  in  the  executive  dining  room  of  M-G-M’s 
studio  administration  building  and  was  attended  by  more  than  80  of  Metro’s  head- 
lining executives,  creators  and  stars. 

From  left  to  right:  Spear,  Miss  Garson,  Louis  B.  Mayer,  studio  head  and  master 
of  ceremonies  at  the  luncheon;  Mrs.  Garson,  Greer’s  mother. 
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NEW  YORK  CITY— 9 Rockefeller  Plaza.  Paul  Perez, 
News  Editor. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Robert  Busch,  Uptown  Theatre. 
OMAHA — Lou  Gerdes,  Omaha  World-Herald  Bldg. 
PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia  Record  Bldg.,  Broad 
and  Wood  Sts.,  E.  J.  Hunter. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F.  Kiingen- 
smith,  ATlantic  4858. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— 925  N.  W.  19th  St.,  Harold  Donner. 
ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett,  Flan- 
ders 3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Milner  Hotel,  33  W.  2nd  South 
St.,  Viola  B.  Hutton,  3-2776. 

SAN  ANTONIO— 531  North  St.,  L.  J.  B.  Ketner. 

SAN  FRANCISCO — 25  Taylor  St.,  Walter  Barusch, 
ORdway  4812-4813. 

SEATTLE — 2418  2nd  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper,  Seneca  2460. 
WASHINGTON— 519  Quackenbps  St.,  N.W.,  A1 
Sherman. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
HAMILTON— 20  Holton,  N„  Hugh  Millar. 
MONTREAL— 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G„  Roy  Car- 
michael, Walnut  5519. 

ST.  JQHN — 116  Prince  Edward  St.,  Wm.  J.  McNulty. 
TORONTO — 242  Milwood,  Milton  Galbraith. 
VANCOUVER— 411  Lyric  Theatre  Bldg.,  Jack  Droy. 
VICTORIA— 1330  Dallas  Road,  Gordon  MacKintosh. 
WINNIPEG — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 
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CONSIDERATION  DUE 


w-/  HE  NEWS  on  the  front  pages  of  the  nation's 
newspapers  on  New  Year's  morning  had  a sobering  effect  on 
those  who  needed  it.  The  announcement  of  the  tightening  of 
regulations  on  the  manpower  situation  was  enough.  But  the 
recall  of  reconversion  orders  to  industries  that  had  been  given 
the  green  light  several  months  ago  added  a touch  that  struck 
right  down  to  the  roots. 

The  upsetting  war  news  of  the  last  few  weeks  has  now 
taken  on  a brighter  hue.  But  that  has  not  changed  the  plan* 
ning,  nor  is  it  likely  to,  for  some  months  to  come.  War  Mo- 
bilization Director  James  F.  Byrnes,  whose  plans  are  sup- 
ported by  the  President,  has  made  himself  quite  clear  on  that. 
The  all-out  war  effort,  that  slackened  when  the  prospects  for 
an  early  conclusion  of  the  European  war  seemed  imminent, 
not  only  is  to  be  resumed  but  it  is  to  be  accelerated  to  the 
very  extreme.  Paradoxically,  as  the  pendulum  swings  back- 
ward, it  is  hoped  that  it  will  throw  the  machinery  of  war  into 
high  gear,  pushing  forward  the  arrival  of  VE-Day. 

While  the  motion  picture  industry  has  not  slackened  in 
its  war  role — in  fact  it  increased  its  efforts  even  when  the 
optimistic  talk  of  war's  early  end  was  at  the  highest  pitch — 
it  will  continue  to  do  better  than  its  best.  But  it  must  not  be 
hampered  in  its  efforts  by  deliberate  or  indiscriminate  "raids" 
on  its  already  heavily  reduced  manpower. 

With  the  closing  down  of  the  race  tracks  and  the  immi- 
nent shuttering  of  night  clubs  (although  we  anticipate  their 
well-organized  strength  will  again  be  evidenced  as  it  was 
in  the  tax  case),  there  has  come  an  unfortunate  slurring  in- 
clusion of  motion  picture  theatres.  Unfair  charges  that  many 
motion  picture  actors  have  been  unwarrantedly  discharged 
from  military  service  have  been  hurled  about  carelessly  in  the 
lay  press  and  in  radio  news  reports. 

It  doesn't  seem  possible  that  there  are  so  many  "who 
have  eyes,  yet  do  not  see"  when  the  motion  picture  and  its 
institutions  are  concerned.  But,  unfortunately,  old-time  prej- 
udices still  linger.  And,  despite  the  knowledge  of  senators  and 
congressmen  of  the  fine  work  this  industry  in  its  every  branch 
has  done  toward  and  for  the  war  effort,  there  are  too  many 
among  them  who  include  motion  pictures  in  the  general  classi- 
fication of  "amusements"  and  thus  fail  to  give  this  industry 
the  recognition  and  consideration  it  properly  deserves. 

It  is  time,  again,  lo  remind  that  this  industry  has  not 
asked  special  favors.  But,  with  all  of  the  many  acknowledg- 
ments— from  every  quarter — as  to  the  essentiality  of  morale 
maintenance  and  morale  building,  on  the  home  front  as  well 
as  on  the  battle  fronts,  and  the  very  potent  evidences  of  the 


extraordinary  part  motion  pictures  have  played  therein,  it 
seems  strange  that  there  should  ever  be  any  question  as  to 
whether  the  motion  picture  theatre  is  essential. 

Exhibitors  have  willingly  and  at  great  cost  and  sacrifice 
done  their  part  in  pushing  every  bond  drive  over  the  top.  Is 
that  essential?  They  have  worked  as  never  before  to  keep 
their  theatres  open,  thus  making  their  screens  available  for 
the  showing  of  war  information  films — many  made  by  the 
government — for  the  dissemination  of  information  that  the  gov- 
ernment deems  vital  to  the  public  weal,  for  the  future  as  well 
as  for  now.  Is  that  essential?  Motion  picture  theatres  are 
actively  and  constantly  engaged  in  more  war  work  than  any 
other  industry  except  those  that  actually  produce  weapons 
of  war.  And  every  branch  of  this  business  is  likewise  doing 
its  part — and  more! 

Motion  picture  exhibition  does  not  expect  and,  perhaps, 
does  not  even  want  a special  ruling  as  to  its  essentiality. 
But  it  is  entitled  to  the  proper  consideration  for  those  efforts 
that  are  deemed  essential.  It  seeks  no  favors,  but  it  deserves 
to  be  rated  far  above  that  general  classification  of  “amuse- 
ments," into  which  horse  racing,  dog  running  and  juke  box 
joints  are  lumped. 

, « * 

Forgotten  Men? 

Speaking  of  deserved  recognition,  a heap  of  it  needs  to 
be  tossed  in  the  direction  of  the  film  salesmen  and  branch 
managers  of  exchanges.  They  seem  to  have  been  overlooked 
in  the  handing  out  of  plaudits  other  than  the  spoken  or  written 
word. 

These  men,  especially  the  salesmen,  have  rendered  yeo- 
man service  in  all  of  the  industry's  patriotic  efforts.  And  in 
the  bond  drives,  it  was  these  men  who  procured  the  bookings 
for  bond  premieres.  Their  efforts  were  especially  helpful  in 
contacts  with  far-distant  and  hard-to-get-to  theatres. 

They  appreciate  the  words  of  praise  that  national  and 
local  chairmen  have  handed  out  to  them;  but  they,  too,  would 
like  to  point  with  pride  to  a Medal  of  Honor  lapel  button. 

How  about  it,  George  Schaefer? 

* * 

Is  our  cover  red!  We  blushingly  admit  that  it  wasn't  FDR 
who  made  Thanksgiving  Day  come  on  a Friday,  as  shown  on 
our  calendar  cover  last  issue.  The  correct  date  is  Thursday, 
November  22.  Although  exhibitors  don't  usually  hold  over 
“turkeys,"  the  eatin'  kind  is  good  for  an  extended  run. 


'PctUe  Seafo 


National  Charities  Fund 
Urged  by  Film  Leaders 

Report  drawn  up  by  Barney  Balaban  et 
al  sent  to  Karl  Hoblitzelle  for  study.  Idea 
is  to  engage  expert  to  organize  on  basis 
similar  to  Actors  Fund. 


Hollywood  Welcomes  1945 
With  Story-Buying  Spree 

RKO  grabs  “Anything  Can  Happen,”  book- 
of-the-month  comedy,  and  “Fabulous  Alibi”; 
Warners  acquires  “Dark  Page,”  drama;  Sol 
Lesser  ties  up  Tarzan  rights  for  20  years. 


Boxoffices  Hit  by  Storms 
Over  Area  of  Six  States 

Heavy  snows  disrupt  traffic  generally  in 
Maine,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts, New  York  and  Ohio,  and  cut  into  re- 
ceipts of  theatres. 

• • • 

Ray  Murray  Is  Victim 
Of  a Heart  Attack 

Chief  of  Army  Motion  Picture  Service  dies 
after  sudden  seizure  causes  his  auto  to  crash 
into  wall.  Funeral  Sunday,  with  burial  in 
Arlington  National  Cemetery. 


Stars  of  Screen  Will  Aid 
Campaign  Against  Polio 

HVC  approves  radio  appearances  of  lumi- 
naries; initialer  to  be  Moppet  Margaret 
O’Brien,  to  broadcast  with  Mrs.  FDR  and 
Mrs.  Edward  Stettinius  from  Washington. 


Appeal  Board  Extension 
By  Judge  Goddard  Seen 

Present  terms  of  George  W.  Alger,  Albert 
W.  Putnam  and  Robert  McMarsh  expire 
January  31,  but  court  is  expected  to  follow 
precedent  and  continue  them  for  12  months. 


J.  Arthur  Rank-French 
Deal  Nears  Completion 

E.  T.  Carr  is  back  in  London  after  dis- 
cussing plan  for  reciprocal  exchange  of  film, 
believed  aimed  at  American  distributors. 
British  tycoon  seeking  Near  East  theatres. 


New  York  Bill  Requires 
Projectionists  to  Be  21 

Some  exceptions  have  been  granted  re- 
cently by  state  police  because  of  labor  short- 
age, but  department  is  backing  stringent 
amendment. 


Local  306-Empire  Merger 
Is  Upheld  After  Appeal 

One  more  step  in  long  battle  to  weld 
IATSE  and  independent  projectionists’  union 
is  won  in  appellate  court;  case  may  be  car- 
ried higher. 


SKOURAS  SAYS  GOODWILL  BEST 
ASSET  IN  THE  POSTWAR  PERIOD 


Foresees  Recession  When 
Hostilities  in  Europe 
Come  to  an  End 

NEW  YORK — The  best  insurance  that 
20th  Century-Fox  will  have  to  cushion  the 
inevitable  drop  in  boxoffice  receipts  antici- 
pated when  the  European  phase  of  the  war 
ends  will  be  the  goodwill  built  up  over  a 
period  of  years  between  the  company,  the 
exhibitors  and  the  public. 

This  was  one  of  the  salient  features  of  a 
talk  by  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  president  of  the 
company.  On  the  eve  of  the  company’s  30th 
anniversary,  slated  for  April,  Skouras  out- 
lined the  responsibility  of  the  sales  force  in 
creating  and  maintaining  the  goodwill  which, 
he  declared,  was  the  greatest  single  asset 
of  any  company. 

“Today  we  are  enjoying  the  greatest  product 
in  the  market,”  Skouras  said,  “but  there  may 
come  a time  when  we  may  not  be  so  fortu- 
nate. Then  the  goodwill  we  have  created  will 
be  of  greatest  value  to  us.  Because  the  great- 
est part  of  my  life  in  the  motion  picture 
industry  has  been  spent  as  an  exhibitor,  I 
understand  the  importance  of  exhibitor 
friendship  probably  better  than  anyone. 

Cites  Value  of  Personal  Contacts 
“Friendship  with  exhibitors  does  not  mean 
selling  pictures  at  lower  terms  than  the  pic- 
tures are  entitled  to  receive.  On  the  con- 
trary you  do  not  create  goodwill  in  that 
manner  just  as  you  do  not  create  goodwill 
if  you  sell  pictures  at  unreasonable  terms, 
if  the  customer  is  helpless  and  not  in  a 
position  to  protect  himself. 

“Goodwill  is  created  by  interest,  by  per- 
sonal contacts,  by  fair  dealings,  by  the  at- 
tention you  give  to  the  needs  of  every  ex- 
hibitor within  your  exchange  area.” 

Skouras  further  amplified  his  position  by 
stating  that  Tom  Connors,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  had  authorized  the 
entire  sales  organization  to  adjust  any  in- 
justice that  might  arise  with  an  exhibitor 
on  a picture.  “Immediately  that  you  are 
presented  with  a complaint,”  Skouras  de- 
clared, “and  you  are  convinced  of  the  justi- 
fication of  the  exhibitors’  attitude,  prompt 
action  should  be  taken  by  you  by  handing 
him  a check,  or  giving  him  a credit,  as  the 
case  may  be.” 

Speaking  of  the  expected  recession  at  the 
boxoffice,  Skouras  said:  “There  is  no  doubt 
that  when  the  European  theatre  of  war  will 
close,  we  will  meet  with  some  decrease  in 
boxoffice  receipts,  because  at  the  present 

Skouras  Says  Company 
Watching  Television 

New  York — Touching  briefly  on  tele- 
vision in  his  address  at  the  midwinter 
national  sales  convention,  Spyros  Skou- 
ras, 20th-Fox  president,  revealed  that 
his  company  was  keeping  a watchful  eye 
on  all  developments  in  the  field,  and 
was  prepared  to  keep  in  step  with  the 
times. 

“No  man  can  possibly  predict  the  fu- 
ture of  television  or  its  impact  on  the 
motion  picture  industry,”  Skouras  said. 
“But  this  much  I promise  you:  What- 
ever the  developments  of  the  future  may 
be,  this  company  will  be  in  the  van- 
guard.” 


SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS 


time  all  the  people  of  America  and  the 
English-speaking  nations  have  little  or  no 
choice  in  spending  money  except  in  enter- 
tainment. 

“They  have  been  deprived  of  nearly  every- 
thing else,  whether  clothing,  shoes,  food, 
automobiles,  gasoline,  tires,  household  ne- 
cessities or  other  articles.  As  soon  as  the 
European  war  shall  end,  the  War  Produc- 
tion Board  will  immediately  relax  its  rules 
and  will  permit  many  of  the  peacetime  in- 
dustries to  resume  production  activities.  When 
this  happens'  we  shall  feel  it  at  the  box- 
office.” 

Looking  into  the  future  which  will  extend 
beyond  the  immediate  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties in  Europe,  Skouras  declared  that  he 
believed  the  postwar  period  would  be  “among 
the  greatest  in  history,  with  the  exception 
of  the  present  abnormal  times.” 

“With  the  government  planning  that  Ameri- 
can industries  will  provide  jobs  for  60,000,- 
000  people,”  he  said,  “much  of  the  slack 
which  we  may  feel  at  the  beginning  of  the 
postwar  era  will  be  taken  up.  But,  during  the 
period  of  reconversion,  there  will  probably 
be  a period  of  substantial  reduction  in  busi- 
ness everywhere.  That  is  when  the  goodwill 
we  have  stored  up  will  pay  dividends.” 

Reviewing  the  financial  status  of  the  com- 
pany during  its  operations  in  the  past  year, 
Skouras  revealed  that  the  company  would 
attain  a gross  of  nearly  $80,000,000  from 
domestic  and  foreign  film  rentals.  He  an- 
ticipated a gross  of  perhaps  $90,000,000  from 
the  operation  of  the  company’s  theatre  hold- 
ings, with  the  Roxy  Theatre  alone  expected 
to  yield  about  $4,000,000  for  the  year. 

Points  to  Company  Income 

Skouras  compared  the  anticipated  $80,000,- 
000  gross  with  the  total  of  $14,500,000  grossed 
by  the  corporation  in  1920;  the  $45,000,000 
realized  in  1930,  and  the  same  figure  in 
1940,  and  declared  that  the  increased  reve- 
nue for  the  current  year  had  been  spent 
in  increased  labor  costs  and  the  various  ex- 
penses involved  in  the  conduct  of  the  busi- 
ness. “To  the  extent  that  our  profits  have 
increased,”  he  said,  “most  of  that  has  gone 
to  the  war  effort,  and  these  increased  tax 
payments  are  another  example  of  the  con- 


American  Film  Industry 
Visualized  as  Advance 
Agent  Over  World 

tribution  this  company  has  made  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.” 

Speaking  on  the  potentialities  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  and  of  its  impact  on  the  peoples 
of  the  world,  Skouras  declared  that  in  ad- 
dition to  their  commercial  aspects  “films  are 
one  of  the  greatest  instrumentalities  ever 
conceived  to  influence  the  minds  and  think- 
ing of  people.  No  other  medium  has  this  tre- 
mendous potential  power.” 

Concluding,  Skouras  said,  “Don’t  permit 
anyone  to  sell  America  or  the  American 
motion  picture  industry  short.  America  and 
the  film  industry  will  go  hand  in  hand,  and 
they  will  make  greater  progress  together 
than  before  the  war.  The  American  film  in- 
dustry is  the  advance  agent  throughout  the 
world,  presenting  American  civilization  and 
culture,  American  life  and  American  ways 
of  living  to  enlighten  and  inspire  others. 

“Motion  pictures  are  not  obliged  to  show 
the  American  people  as  corrupt  politicians, 
gangsters  or  underworld  characters.  We  have 
a duty  and  a responsibility  to  show  them 
as  they  really  are,  and  the  20th-Fox  pro- 
gram is  dedicated  to  present  our  people 
throughout  the  world  on  a plane  that  is  fit- 
ting and  truthful  to  the  standards  and  morals 
of  our  people  and  the  nation.” 

Kalmus  Says  He  Knows 
Nothing  of  Dof  J Probe 

HOLLYWOOD — Technicolor  asserts  it 
knows  absolutely  nothing  about  an  alleged 
department  of  justice  investigation  into  its 
operations,  reports  of  which  were  printed 
in  a local  tradepaper.  Commenting  thereon, 
Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus,  president  of  the 
company,  said: 

“If  an  investigation  is  going  on,  we  have 
never  heard  about  it — either  from  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  or  from  any  other  source.” 

According  to  the  tradepaper  yarn,  the  in- 
vestigation is  already  under  way  and  seeks 
to  determine  whether  or  not  Technicolor  is 
functioning  in  violation  of  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust law.  Reportedly  investigators  for  the 
antitrust  division  of  the  DofJ  had  already 
talked  to  several  producers  and  the  probe  is 
scheduled  to  be  extended  to  New  York  and 
Rochester,  home  of  Eastman  Kodak.  Phases 
of  Technicolor’s  ramifications  and  operations 
which  are  alleged  to  be  under  scrutiny  in- 
clude: Connection  between  the  company  and 
Eastman;  between  the  company  and  certain 
producers  who  were  not  named;  and  possible 
restraint  of  trade  practices  which  allegedly 
placed  hurdles  in  the  path  of  other  color 
processes. 


Presentation  of  Oscars 
Is  Set  for  March  15 

Hollywood  — The  seventeenth  annual 
awards  presentation  of  the  Academy  of 
Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  will  be 
held  at  Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre  on 
March  15,  according  to  announcement 
of  Academy  President  Walter  Wanger. 

This  will  mark  the  second  year  that 
the  Chinese  has  been  the  scene  of  the 
annual  Oscar  bestowals. 
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“THE  KEYS 
OF  THE  KIHGDOM'  IS 
ONE  OF  THE  GREAT 
PICTURES  OF  THIS  OR 
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ONE  OF  THE  GREAT  PICTURES  IN  THE  MOS1 


WANTED  11,000,000 
SEATS  IN  1945  MARCH 
OF  DIMES.  JOIN  NOW! 


NEW  TALENT  SEARCH  SHOWING 
RESULTS  UNDER  WAR  STRESS 


Youngsters  Come  to  Fore 
With  Rush  in  Big  Films 
As  Names  Are  Sought 

By  MANNIE  COHEN 

NEW  YORK — If  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
new  stars  are  the  life  blood  of  the  industry, 
then  the  film  business  need  have  no  fear  of 
anaemia.  For  despite  the  jarring  disloca- 
tions sustained  by  many  of  the  companies  ir 
their  star  rosters  in  the  years  since  the  war, 
and  the  inevitable  decline  of  certain  per- 
sonalities in  the  public’s  favor,  new  talent  is 
being  constantly  fed  into  the  arteries  of  the 
industry,  and  is  responsible  for  its  continu- 
ing strength  and  vigor. 

The  quest  for  new  faces  has  been  redoubled 
in  recent  years  to  meet  the  challenge  im- 
posed by  the  inexorable  demands  of  military 
service.  The  war  has  caused  the  film  com- 
panies to  scan  their  rosters  of  supporting  and 
contract  players  with  the  greatest  of  care,  in 
order  to  ascertain  which  of  them  might  be 
elevated  to  stardom  from  within  the  ranks. 
At  the  same  time,  they  are  diligently  comb- 
ing every  possible  source  of  fresh  talent. 

Van  Johnson  Rises  Swiftly 

There  can  be  no  question  but  that  the 
war  has  accelerated  the  progress  of  such 
important  names  to  the  film  industry  as 
Van  Johnson,  Lauren  Bacall,  Jennifer  Jones, 
Gregory  Peck,  Sonny  Tufts  and  Turhan  Bey. 
to  mention  a few.  Moreover,  the  industry 
has  seen  the  ascension  of  Roy  Rogers,  to- 
day’s leading  cowboy  star,  who  donned  the 
mantle  left  behind  by  Gene  Autry  when  he 
entered  the  service.  The  war  has  increased 
the  popularity  of  Alan  Ladd,  who  recently 
received  an  honorable  discharge  from  service. 

One  of  the  most  powerful  magnets  in  box- 
office  power  today,  as  exhibitors  have  learned, 
is  Van  Johnson,  young  M-G-M  star.  His  rise 
to  the  top  has  been  astonishingly  swift,  be- 
ginning not  quite  two  years  ago,  when  his 
first  film  for  M-G-M  was  “The  War  Against 
Mrs.  Hadley.”  This  film  was  his  second  ap- 
pearance before  a camera,  and  constituted 
his  entire  experience  in  the  field.  His 
theatrical  background  consisted  of  a dash 
of  high  school  dramatics  and  several  parts  in 
some  Broadway  shows.  These  appearances 
attracted  the  attention  of  film  scouts,  and 
he  went  to  Hollywood. 

His  first  film  was  “Murder  in  the  Big 
House,”  but  after  its  completion,  Johnson 
was  left  to  twiddle  his  thumbs  in  uninter- 
rupted loneliness.  A chance  meeting  with 
an  M-G-M  executive  in  a restaurant  prompt- 
ed Johnson  to  beard  the  Lion  in  his  den,  and 
this  inspired  aggressiveness  resulted  in  a 
contract  with  Metro. 

Sonny  Tufts  Comes  to  Fore 

After  the  “Hadley”  film,  Johnson  appeared 
in  several  of  the  Gillespie  series,  gaining  ex- 
perience and  raising  the  collective  eyebrows 
of  most  of  the  female  audiences  of  the  na- 
tion. Roles  in  “The  Human  Comedy,”  “A 
Guy  Named  Joe”  and  “Madame  Curie”  fol- 
lowed, and  Johnson  became  preferred  stock 
in  the  nation’s  theatres.  More  recent  ap- 
pearances in  “Two  Girls  and  a Sailor,”  and 
a wonderfully  etched  portrayal  in  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  have  cemented  his 
hold  on  the  public. 

Another  player  who  made  his  mark  in  the 
industry  in  the  past  two  years  is  Sonny 
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Tufts,  the  blond,  six-foot-four-inch  Para- 
mount actor.  He  went  to  the  coast  in  1942, 
unheralded  and  unannounced,  determined 
to  see  for  himself  what  made  the  film  busi- 
ness tick.  Selecting  Paramount  for  his 
initial  try,  he  applied  for  a singing  audition, 
impressed  his  listeners  both  with  his  voice 
and  his  physique,  took  a screen  test,  signed 
a contract,  and  went  back  to  his  hotel  to 
tell  his  wife  how  it  all  happened. 


Fresh  Personalities  Now 
Are  Boxoffice  Magnets 
Of  the  First  Water 

Tufts’  first  opportunity  came  when  Mark 
Sandrich  saw  him  around  the  lot  and  de- 
cided that  he  was  the  man  needed  for  the 
part  of  the  large  marine  in  “So  Proudly  We 
Hail.”  The  wisdom  of  that  spot  decision 
was  proven  by  the  public  response  to  Tufts 
in  his  first  picture.  He  will  play  an  im- 
portant part  in  Paramount’s  future  produc- 
tion plans.  Tufts  recently  completed  “Bring 
on  the  Girls,”  not  yet  in  release;  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES,”  “Miss  Susie  Slagle,”  and 
is  currently  engaged  with  “Duffy’s  Tavern” 
and  “The  Virginian.” 

A valuable  star  property  is  Jennifer  Jones, 
who  achieved  the  unprecedented  and  fabu- 
lous trick  of  winning  the  Academy  Award  in 
1943  for  the  best  performance  by  an  actress 
in  the  20th-Fox  production  of  “The  Song  of 
Bernadette.”  For  this  film,  her  contract  was 
shared  by  20th-Fox  with  David  O.  Selznick. 
Miss  Jones  has  had  theatrical  ambitions 
since  early  childhood.  After  the  usual  par- 
ticipation in  high  school  and  college  dra- 
matics, she  apprenticed  in  a couple  of  the- 
atrical groups  in  the  midwest,  and  then 
came  to  New  York  to  study  at  the  American 
Academy  of  Dramatic  Art  for  a year. 

Gregory  Peck  Outstanding 

Her  first  contact  with  the  film  industry 
came  in  1941,  when  she  met  Katherine 
Brown,  David  O.  Selznick’s  New  York  repre- 
sentative, and  read  for  a part  in  the  screen 
version  of  “Claudia.”  She  did  not  win  the 
role,  but  Selznick  was  sufficiently  impressed 
to  sign  her  to  a contract.  Although  no 
screen  work  was  immediately  forthcoming, 
she  received  a call  to  go  to  the  coast  and 
test  for  the  lead  role  in  “The  Song  of 
Bernadette.”  The  rest  is  film  history. 

Trade  reviewers  are  unanimously  agreed 
that  Gregory  Peck  will  be  a star  of  con- 
siderable brilliance  for  some  time  to  come. 
More  than  fulfilling  his  early  promise  in 
RKO’s  “Days  of  Glory”  with  an  excellent 
performance  in  "Keys  of  the  Kingdom,”  a 
20th-Fox  film.  Among  the  other  laudatory 
remarks  written  about  Peck’s  performance 
in  this  picture  was  the  comment  that  “his 
performance  should  make  him  a leading 
candidate  for  an  Academy  award.” 

Lauren  Bacall  Makes  Impression 

Peck  came  to  the  film  business  from  the 
stage,  where  he  attracted  attention  for  his 
work  opposite  Katharine  Cornell,  Jane  Cowl 
and  other  luminaries.  He  turned  to  the 
stage  from  the  study  of  medicine,  which  was 
his  original  ambition.  Casey  Robinson,  in- 
dependent producer,  saw  him  in  a Broadway 
play,  and  was  impressed  to  the  point  of  go- 
ing backstage  and  inquiring  about  Peck’s  at- 
titude toward  films.  Although  Peck  did 
not  accept  Robinson’s  offer,  they  became 
good  friends,  and  the  actor  promised  that 
Robinson  would  have  first  call  on  his  services 
in  the  event  that  he  would  change  his  mind. 
The  promise  was  kept,  and  Peck  made  his 
screen  debut  for  Robinson  in  “Days  of 
Glory,”  an  RKO  film.  When  “Keys  of  the 
Kingdom”  is  released  in  the  nation’s  theatres, 
exhibitors  will  be  able  to  judge  the  impact 
of  this  new  star  on  public’s  consciousness. 

Lauren  Bacall  will  be  a personality  of  con- 
siderable importance  to  exhibitors  and  to 
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the  public,  Judging  from  the  effects  of  her 
screen  role  in  Warners’  “To  Have  and  Have 
Not."  She  stepped  from  the  highlights  of  the 
fashion  shows  to  the  kleig  lights  of  Holly- 
wood with  the  greatest  of  ease,  and  is  as- 
sured of  a bright  future.  Miss  Bacall  was 
signed  to  a contract  in  May  of  1943,  after 
her  picture  appeared  in  a national  fashion 
magazine.  Upon  looking  at  her  screen  test, 
Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer  at  War- 
ners, immediately  cast  her  in  the  lead  of 
“To  Have  and  Have  Not,”  opposite  Humphrey 
Bogart. 

M-G-M’s  List  Is  Imposing 

Miss  Bacall  is  a native  of  New  York  City, 
and  studied  at  the  American  Academy  of 
Dramatic  Arts  for  a season.  Later  she  ap- 
peared in  a Broadway  play  which  had  a brief 
run.  She  then  went  into  modeling,  from 
which  she  stepped  into  films.  The  young 
actress  has  a provocative  personality,  plus 
that  certain  something  that  prompts  the 
male  audience  to  emit  low  appreciative 
whistles.  Her  next  film  for  Warners  will  be 
“The  Big  Sleep,”  in  which  she  is  again  cast 
opposite  Bogart. 

M-G-M  has  developed  an  imposing  list  of 
star  and  featured  players  in  the  past  few 
years.  Notable  among  these  are  Robert 
Walker,  who  made  his  first  appearance  in 
“Bataan,”  and  went  on  to  signal  successes  in 
“Madame  Curie,”  “See  Here,  Private  Har- 
grove,” “Since  You  Went  Away,”  in  which 
he  appeared  for  David  O.  Selznick,  and  his 
most  recent  release,  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo.”  Another  player  who  is  climbing  the 
ladders  steadily  is  June  Allyson,  whose  most 
recent  films  have  been  “Two  Girls  and  a 
Sailor”  and  “Music  for  the  Millions.”  Then 
there  is  Gloria  De  Haven,  talented  young 
performer,  who  has  made  her  mark  in  such 
films  as  “Manhattan  Serenade”  and  “Two 
Girls  and  a Sailor.”  To  be  released  shortly 
is  “Between  Two  Women,”  in  which  she  plays 
opposite  Van  Johnson. 

Margaret  O’Brien  Is  Tops 

Margaret  O’Brien  is  probably  the  leading 
child  star  of  the  day.  Her  first  film  was 
“Babes  on  Broadway”  in  1942,  and  she  rose 
in  popularity  with  each  succeeding  film.  Her 
most  recent  release  was  "Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis.”  Esther  Williams  is  another  recent 
addition  to  M-G-M's  list,  and  her  career  goes 
back  to  two  Andy  Hardy  appearances  in 
1942.  She  will  be  seen  shortly  in  “Ziegfeld 
Follies.”  John  Hodiak  attracted  attention  in 
“A  Stranger  in  Town,”  and  appeared  in  sev- 
eral other  films.  His  latest  was  “Marriage 
Is  a Private  Affair.” 

Of  the  younger  players  who  are  being 
groomed  for  greatness,  there  are  Lucille 
Bremer,  Katherine  Balfour,  Fred  Brady,  Jan 
Clayton,  Donald  Curtis,  Don  DeFore,  Fran- 
ces Gifford,  Dickie  Hall,  Hurd  Hatfield, 
Frances  Rafferty,  Jane  Powell,  Phyllis 
Thaxter,  Elizabeth  Taylor,  Donna  Reed,  Bill 
Phillips,  Lucille  Norman,  Tim  Murdock, 
Dorothy  Morris,  Horace  McNally,  Marta 
Linden,  Diana  Lewis,  Peter  Lawford,  Angela 
Lansbury,  Bruce  Kellogg,  Bill  Johnson  and 
Jackie  Jenkins. 


JENNIFER  JONES 
ELLA  RAINES 
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“Miss  Susie  Slagle”;  James  Brown  and  Bill 
Edwards,  two  promising  young  male  play- 
ers, and  Helen  Walker,  Mona  Freeman,  Olga 
San  Juan  and  Jean  Heather.  The  promotion 
of  these  young  players,  and  others,  is  in  the 
hands  of  a specially  created  publicity  bureau, 
which  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  publicity 
of  the  company’s  young  contract  personnel. 

20th-Fox  Youngsters  Progress 

Twentieth-Fox  has  been  alert  to  the  pos- 
sibilities of  developing  star  material,  and 
several  of  the  young  players  on  company 
roster  have  come  along  with  a rush,  while 
others  give  great  promise  of  future  great- 
ness. Jeanne  Crain  made  an  excellent  im- 
pression in  “Home  in  Indiana,”  her  first 
screen  role,  and  has  the  type  of  screen  per- 
sonality which  seems  destined  for  great  suc- 
cess. Her  later  films  have  been  “In  the 
Meantime,  Darling”  and  “Winged  Victory.” 
June  Haver  is  another  player  of  great  tal- 
ent. She  has  been  seen  in  “Home  in  In- 
diana” and  was  given  the  leading  role  in 
“Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling.”  A male  actor  of 
whom  big  things  are  expected  by  20th-Fox 
is  singer  Dick  Haymes,  who  made  his  first 
screen  appearance  as  lead  in  “Irish  Eyes  Are 
Smiling.”  William  Eythe  made  his  screen 
debut  in  the  “Ox-Box  Incident,”  and  was 
subsequently  seen  in  “The  Eve  of  St.  Mark,” 
in  which  he  scored  strongly.  He  has  been 
developing  rapidly  and  was  last  seen  in 
“Wing  and  a Prayer.”  Vivian  Blaine  did  well 
in  “Greenwich  Village”  and  “Something  for 
the  Boys.”  Dorothy  McGuire,  who  appeared 
with  distinction  in  “Claudia,”  will  be  seen 
again  in  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn.” 

Some  of  the  promising  players  at  20th- 
Fox  are  Richard  Jaeckel,  Trudy  Marshall, 
Judy  Halliday,  Sheila  Ryan,  Faye  Marlowe, 
Jo-Carroll  Dennison,  Jane  Ball,  James  Card- 
well,  Ruth  Ford  and  Glenn  Langan. 

Warners  Are  Keeping  Pace 

Warners  has  kept  pace  in  the  race  for  the 
development  of  new  talent.  Outstanding 
personalities  who  appear  to  have  the  talent 
and  personality  to  go  places  include  Elea- 
nor Parker,  who  was  last  seen  in  “The  Very 
Thought  of  You,”  and  who  plays  the  role 
made  famous  by  Bette  Davis  in  the  remake 
of  “Of  Human  Bondage”:  Dane  Clark,  who 
scored  in  “Destination  Tokvo”  and  will  be 
seen  in  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”:  John  Dali, 
who  has  an  imoortant  role  in  “The  Com  Is 
Green”;  Faye  Emerson,  who  has  risen  sharp- 
ly in  public  favor  with  a role  in  “The  Very 
Thousht  of  You”:  Robert  Hutton,  who  creat- 
ed a fine  imoression  in  “Destination  Tokyo” 
and  “Janie,”  and  who  will  be  seen  in  “Rough- 
lv  SDeaking.”  Other  promising  players  are 
Angela  Greene.  Dick  Erdman,  Dolores  Moran, 
John  Ridgelv,  Zacharv  Scott,  Robert  Shavne, 
Craig  Stevens.  Jean  Sullivan,  Johnny  Mitchell 
and  Warren  Douglas. 

Universal  Has  Its  Share 

Universal  has  brought  along  its  share  of 
potential  stars.  High  in  the  cornua  nv’s  esti- 
mation is  Yvonne  De  Carlo,  who  will  be  seen 
in  Walter  Wanger’s  “Salome — Where  She 
Danced”:  Charles  Korvin.  who  attracted  Dub- 
lin nrominence  with  “Enter  Arsene  Lunin”; 
Turhan  Bey,  who  was  chosen  to  play  onnosite 
Katharine  Henburn  in  “Dragon  Seed”  for 
M-G-M  and  who  will  be  starred  in  Univer- 
sal’s forthcoming  production  of  “Frisco  Sal” 
with  Susanna  Foster;  Ella  Raines,  who  has 
four  hits  to  her  credit  in  the  past  year,  those 
being  “Corvette  K-225.”  “Cry  ‘Havoc’.”  “Hail 
the  Conquering  Hero”  and  “The  Phantom 
Lady,”  and  who  will  be  seen  next  in  “The 
Susoect,”  ooposite  Charles  Laughton;  Rod 
Cameron,  who  was  seen  in  “Gung  Ho!”  and 
“Mrs.  Parkington,”  for  which  he  was  bor- 
rowed by  M-G-M  and  who  will  be  seen  as 
the  male  lead  in  Universal’s  “Salome — Where 
She  Danced,”  and  Ann  Blyth  who  sang  and 
danced  her  way  into  prominence  in  “Chip 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


Paramount  “on  the  Ball” 

Paramount  has  been  “on  the  ball”  in  its 
search  for  new  personalities,  and  this 
diligence  has  been  productive  of  excellent  re- 
sults. The  company  has  been  fortunate  in 
the  return  of  Alan  Ladd  from  the  service. 
The  latter  gives  every  indication  of  being  a 
stronger  boxoffice  attraction  than  ever  be- 
fore for  his  company.  His  most  recent  film 
was  “And  Now  Tomorrow.”  Gail  Russell  has 
come  up  sharply  in  the  past  few  years,  and 
is  expected  to  go  even  higher.  She  was  seen 
in  “The  Uninvited,”  “Lady  in  the  Dark,”  and 
most  recently  in  “Our  Hearts  Were  Young 
and  Gay.”  Her  next  film  will  be  “Her  Heart 
in  Her  Throat.” 

Diana  Lynn  has  registered  strongly  with 
the  public.  She  has  a way  with  a devastat- 
ing remark,  and  has  demonstrated  her  talents 
in  such  vehicles  as  “The  Miracle  of  Morgan’s 


Creek,”  “And  the  Angels  Sing”  and  “Our 
Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay.”  Barbara 
Britton  is  a promising  personality,  as  evi- 
denced in  her  performances  in  “So  Proudly 
We  Hail,”  “The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,”  and 
her  most  recent  effort  opposite  Ray  Milland 
in  “Till  We  Meet  Again.” 

Hal  Wallis,  who  will  produce  under  his  own 
banner  for  individual  release,  has  four  per- 
sonalities who  have  star  potentialities.  They 
are  Ann  Richards,  who  played  opposite  Brian 
Donlevy  in  M-G-M’s  “An  American  Ro- 
mance”; and  who  is  now  working  on  “The 
Love  Letters”  for  Wallis;  Lizabeth  Scott, 
Robert  Sully  and  Derek  Cooper. 

Other  potential  greats  on  the  Paramount 
roster  are  Barry  Sullivan,  whose  latest  film 
was  “And  Now  Tomorrow”;  the  highly-re- 
garded Joan  Caulfield,  who  just  completed 
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Rural-Urban  Tastes  Alike 

QNE  of  the  interesting  aspects  of  The 
Country  Gentleman's  film  poll  is  the 
proof,  if  any  further  proof  were  needed, 
of  the  fact  that  rural  tastes  closely  parallel 
those  of  urban  areas.  As  in  so  many  polls, 
“Going  My  Way’’  was  first  in  the  maga- 
zine’s ten  best  pictures. 

“Home  in  Indiana,’’  which  was  second  in 
that  publication’s  list,  was  a natural  choice 
for  rural  audiences,  because  the  story  is 
about  a farm  boy  and  his  love  of  horses. 
Lon  McCallister,  who  has  a leading  role  in 
this  picture,  placed  sixth  on  The  Country 
Gentleman’s  list  of  favorite  stars.  Ac- 
counting for  this  the  editors  of  The  Coun- 
try Gentleman  say  it  was  because  rural 
audiences  sometimes  are  more  discerning 
than  their  city  neighbors. 

The  magazine  pointed  out  the  similarities 
between  its  poll  and  that  of  BOXOFFICE — 
no  surprise  in  view  of  the  fact  that  BOX- 
OFFICE  circulation  reaches  practically 
every  rural  theatre  in  America  as  well  as 
the  city  houses. 

BOXOFFICE  film  ratings  are  based  on 
grosses.  Curiously  enough,  every  film  of 
The  Country  Gentleman’s  first  ten  was 
among  the  strong  grossing  films  listed  by 
BOXOFFICE  in  its  annual  Barometer.  Too, 
seven  of  these  films  received  BOXOFFICE 
Blue  Ribbon  Awards,  their  selection  being 
made  while  the  films  were  in  current  re- 
lease from  BOXOFFICE’s  poll  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  which  it  sponsors. 

The  Country  Gentleman's  ten  best  list, 
which  appears  in  its  January  issue  in  the 
order  named,  follows: 


4!“Going  My  Way” 

( 1 ) 

“Home  in  Indiana” 

(62) 

^“Story  of  Dr.  Wassell” 

(30) 

*J“White  Cliffs  of  Dover” 

( 7 ) 

“Dragon  Seed” 

(37) 

4l“Madame  Curie” 

(21) 

4!“Lassie  Come  Home” 

(41) 

“Two  Girls  and  a Sailor” 

(69) 

4i“See  Here,  Private  Hargrove” 

(39) 

4i“A  Guy  Named  Joe” 

( 6 ) 

The  numbers  on  the  right  are 

the  po- 

sitions  these  pictures  held  in  the  list  of 
106  features  published  in  Barometer  which 
grossed  from  20  to  104  per  cent  over  aver- 
age. “Going  My  Way”  was  the  film  that 
scored  the  high  mark.  41  denotes  those 
pictures  which  won  BOXOFFICE  Blue 
Ribbon  Awards. 

That  the  appeal  of  the  Crosby  film  was 
universal  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
New  Year  critics  also  rated  it  as  the  best 
of  the  year. 

One  surprising  feature  of  The  Country 
Gentleman  poll  is  the  absence  of  any  west- 
erns among  the  first  ten.  Theatre  mana- 
gers have  long  insisted  westerns  are  most 
popular  in  small  communities. 

The  magazine’s  star  ratings  in  the  order 
named  were: 


Irene  Dunne 

(8) 

Judy  Garland 

* 

Ingrid  Bergman 

(5) 

By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 

Gary  Cooper  (2) 

Bing  Crosby  ( 1 ) 

Lon  McCallister 

*Judy  Garland  dropped  to  the  runner- 
up  classification  in  the  BOXOFFICE  poll 
and  Lon  McCallister  was  not  included. 


Considered  Policy 

PRESIDENT  SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS'  dec- 
laration to  his  sales  organization  that  he 
considers  exhibitor  good  will  the  most 
valuable  asset  20th  Century-Fox  will  have 
in  any  postwar  recession  deserves  atten- 
tion as  something  more  than  a year-end 
statement.  It  was  a summarization  and 
re-emphasis  of  a policy  that  has  been  de- 
veloping for  more  than  a year  with  the 
cooperation  of  Tom  Connors.  He  began  by 
developing  personal  contacts  with  every 
branch  of  the  company’s  workers  and  then 
went  into  the  broader  field  of  sales  con- 
tacts with  the  background  of  an  exhibitor’s 
viewpoint.  There  has  been  little  fanfare 
connected  with  it — something  new  in  this 
industry  of  showy  personalities — but  its 
effects  have  been  spreading  and  are  to  be 
reckoned  with  in  assaying  the  prospects  for 
removing  some  of  the  many  frictions  which 
have  beset  the  industry’s  path. 


yj  ac  s Statue  of  Liberty  in  Times  Square 
T was  shrouded  in  mist  New  Year’s  Eve 
and  the  rain  was  more  than  a shower, 
but  there  wasn’t  room  to  raise  an  umbrella 
from  curb  to  curb.  All  the  mid-Manhattan 
midnight  shows  were  jammed  to  capacity. 


PAIR  OF  WINNERS  — Their  picture, 
“Going  My  Way,”  was  voted  best  in  1944 
by  New  York  film  critics.  Barry  Fitz- 
gerald was  voted  best  actor,  with  Bing 
Crosby  as  runnerup.  Crosby  was  top  in 
the  BOXOFFICE  Barometer  poll  and 
the  picture  was  the  outstanding  grosser 
of  the  1943-44  season.  In  the  poll  con- 
ducted among  its  rural  readers  by  The 
Country  Gentleman  magazine,  “Going 
My  Way”  was  voted  the  best  film  of  the 
year. 


Distributor  Chairmen 
Are  Named  by  Sears 

NEW  YORK— Gradwell  L.  Sears,  United 
Artists  vice-president  in  charge  of  domestic 
distribution,  who  was  unanimously  elected 
chairman  of  the  distributors’  division  of 
WAC,  succeeding  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  presi- 
dent, has  selected  10  district  chairmen  and 
32  exchange  area  chairmen.  He  also  named 
E.  M.  Schnitzer  of  UA  as  his  assistant,  suc- 
ceeding Leon  J.  Bamberger.  Herman  Gluck- 
man  continues  as  assistant  chairman  of  the 
distributors’  division  in  addition  to  his  duties 
as  national  treasurer. 

“The  war  is  not  over  and  our  job  as  vol- 
unteers for  war  service  is  not  finished  until 
victory  is  won  and  peace  brings  back  to  our 
homes  the  men  and  women  in  uniform  who 
carry  the  heaviest  burden  of  all,”  Sears  de- 
clared. “I  expect  to  use  every  facility  of 
the  film  distribution  business  to  complete  our 
part  of  the  task  voluntarily  assumed  for  our 
government.  This  is  a new  role  for  me,  but 
with  the  help  of  the  previous  chairmen,  Ned 
Depinet,  Bill  Rodgers  and  Bill  Scully,  and 
the  devoted  men  and  women  in  the  ex- 
changes throughout  the  country,  I know  our 
assignment  will  be  done  well.” 

Sears  a Native  of  Missouri 

Sears  was  born  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and  is  a 
veteran  of  World  War  I,  having  served  with 
the  35th  and  77th  divisions.  Before  com- 
ing to  UA,  he  was  general  sales  manager 
for  Warners.  His  association  with  the  film 
business  dates  back  to  1920,  when  he  was 
connected  with  First  National.  Sears  lives 
in  Harrison,  N.  Y„  with  his  family. 

The  list  of  district  and  exchange  area 
chairmen  follows: 

Metropolitan  N.  Y.:  Milton  Kusell,  Paramount,  dis- 
trict manager;  Henry  Randel  and  Ed  Bell  (N.  J.), 
Paramount. 

Northeastern  district:  Norman  Ayres,  Warners,  dis- 
trict manager;  William  Horan,  Boston;  Carl  Goe,  New 
Haven;  Ray  Smith,  Albany;  A1  Herman,  Buffalo,  (all 
of  Warners). 

Eastern:  District  managers;  Salem  Applegate,  Uni- 
versal, Philadelphia,  and  Dave  Miller,  Cleveland; 
George  Schwartz,  Philadelphia;  Joe  Krenitz,  Cleve- 
land; Pete  Dana,  Pittsburgh;  John  Allen,  Loew's, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Eastern  central:  Carl  Shalit,  Columbia,  district 
manager,  Detroit;  Alan  Moritz,  Cincinnati;  Joe  Gins, 
Detroit;  W,  Guy  Craig,  Indianapolis. 

Southeastern:  Charles  E.  Kessnich,  Loew's,  district 
manager,  Atlanta;  William  B.  Zoellner,  Atlanta;  Benn 
Rcsenwald,  Charlotte;  Luke  Conner,  Warners,  New 
Orleans. 

Southwestern:  Phil  Longdon,  20th-Fox,  district 
manager,  Dallas;  Cecil  House,  Dallas;  Tom  Young. 
Memphis;  M.  W.  Osborne,  Oklahoma  City. 

Midwestern:  Allen  Usher,  Paramount,  district  man- 
ager, Cfiicago;  J.  Harold  Stevens,  Chicago;  Ben 
Blotcky,  Minneapolis;  Harold  Wirthwein,  Milwaukee. 

Prairie:  Tommy  Thompson,  United  Artists,  district 
manager,  Kansas  City;  B.  J.  McCarthy,  St.  Louis; 
William  E.  Truog,  Kansas  City;  Jack  Kennedy, 
Loew's,  Des  Moines;  B.  V.  McLucas,  Omaha. 

Rocky  Mountain:  Arthur  Abeles,  20th-Fox,  Denver; 
Charles  Walker,  Salt  Lake  City. 

West  coast:  Herbert  McIntyre,  RKO,  district  man- 
ager, Los  Angeles;  Harry  Cohen,  Los  Angeles;  New- 
ton Jacobs,  San  Francisco;  Mark  Corey,  Portland; 
Maurice  Saffle,  Loew's,  Seattle. 

21 Vz  Billions  in  Bonds 
Sold  in  6th  War  Loan 

WASHINGTON— Secretary  Morgenthau  an- 
nounced Thursday  that  total  sales  in  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  campaign  were  21  and  a 
half  billion  dollars,  a billion  above  the  pre- 
vious all-time  world  financing  record  in  the 
Fifth  War  Loan.  The  two  and  a half  bil- 
lion dollar  quota  on  E bonds  also  was  over- 
subscribed. 


Industry  Hangs  Up  Records 

NEW  YORK— Harry  Brandt,  national  in- 
dustry chairman  for  the  Sixth  War  Loan, 
says  several  new  records  were  hung  up  in 
the  number  of  bond  premieres  and  other 
special  events.  He  extended  thanks  to  ex- 
hibitor, distributor  and  publicity  committees, 
including  the  trade  press. 
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and  scarlet  mystery, 
in  a master-thrill  of  drama 


the  breathless  pages  of 
Margaret  Carpenter's 
best-selling  novel. 
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IATSE  Head  Extends 
Dimes  Campaign  Aid 

NEW  YORK  — Pull  cooperation  of  the 
theatrical  unions  in  the  forthcoming  March 
of  Dimes  drive  has  been  pledged  by  Richard 
P.  Walsh,  international  president  of  the 
IATSE,  who  is  a member  of  the  March  of 
Dimes  executive  committee. 

Additional  circuits  pledged  for  the  cam- 
paign include  the  Cooper  Enterprises,  Denver 
(ID;  E.  M.  Loew’s  Theatres,  Boston  (35); 
J.  J.  Theatres,  Inc.,  New  York  (15);  Endicott 
circuit,  Brooklyn  (8);  Rugoff  and  Becker, 
New  York  (13);  Trans-Lux  (5);  Wilby-Kin- 
cey  Theatres,  Atlanta  (96). 

Evergreen  Theatres,  Portland,  Ore.  (12); 
Sterling  Theatres,  Seattle  (16);  Genesee 
Theatrical  Enterprises,  Batavia,  New  York 

(17) ;  Publix-Rickards-Nace,  Inc.,  Phoenix 

(27);  Essaness  Theatres,  Chicago  (29);  Gib- 
raltar Enterprises,  Denver  (30);  A.  B.  Mc- 
Collum’s Theatres,  Hoopston,  111.  (6); 

Wehrenberg-Klaman  circuit,  St.  Louis  (10); 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatre  Corp., 
Boston  (25);  Irving  I.  Green  Theatres,  Mass. 
(4);  Phil  Smith  circuit,  Mass.  (3);  Western 
Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  Springfield 

(18) . 

Herman  Rifkin  Theatres,  Holyoke  (6) ; Don 
Jacocks  Theatres,  Quincy,  Mass.  (6);  Inter- 
state Theatres  Corp.,  Boston  (23) ; H.  J. 
Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.,  Kansas  City  (30); 
Dickinson  Theatres,  Inc.,  Mission,  Kas.  (21); 
Fox  Midwest  Theatres,  Kansas  City  (115), 
and  Commonwealth  Theatres,  Kansas  City 
(46). 

"Seeing  Them  Through" 

On  WAC  January  List 

NEW  YORK — “Seeing  Them  Through,”  a 
nine-minute  subject,  is  the  title  of  the  Red 
Cross  short  which  is  one  of  three  to  be  re- 
leased by  the  War  Activities  Committee  this 
month.  The  other  two  short  subjects  were 
announced  recently,  and  include:  “Brought 
to  Action,”  a two-reel  naval  subject,  and 
“What’s  Your  Name?” 

“Seeing  Them  Through”  was  made  by 
March  of  Time  and  is  being  released  by 
RKO.  It  contains  a report  to  the  nation 
on  the  work  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 
A prelude  to  the  annual  Red  Cross  drive,  it 
shows  how  the  funds  donated  by  the  audi- 
ence are  spent. 


Showmen  Asked  for  Ideas 
On  Red  Cross  Campaign 

NEW  YORK — Showmen  are  being  urged 
by  the  publicity  committee  of  the  1945  mo- 
tion picture  industry’s  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
week,  March  15-21,  to  submit  ideas  and 
stunts  for  inclusion  in  the  press  book  now 
in  preparation. 

Suggestions  may  toe  described  briefly  and 
should  be  received  not  later  than  January  8 
by  S.  Barret  McCormick  and  Harry  Mandel, 
national  publicity  directors,  in  care  of  RKO, 
1270  Sixth  Ave.,  N.  Y.  C. 

Alabama  First  on  100% 
Dimes  Drive  Pledge 

NEW  YORK — Alabama  was  the  first  state 
over  the  top  in  the  enrollment  of  theatres 
in  the  1945  March  of  Dimes,  according  to 
national  headquarters  tabulations.  R.  M. 
Kennedy  and  R.  B.  Wilby  are  co-chairmen 
for  Alabama. 

For  second  honors,  Rhode  Island  (E.  M. 
Fay,  chairman)  is  pressing  Alabama,  and  is 
expected  to  be  ahead  of  last  year’s  enlist- 
ments, too. 
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IN  OUR  RECENT 

MARCH ''DIMES 

DRIVE! 

On  behalf  of  the  little  Children, 
you  have  helped,  we  thank  you! 

MANAGER. 


CITATION  AND  THANK  YOU — The  first  is  for  the  managers.  These  are 
being  sent  out  as  fast  as  pledges  to  participate  in  the  March  of  Dimes  collec- 
tion are  received.  The  other  is  for  lobby  posting,  because  it  has  been  found 
patrons  like  to  know  how  much  they  have  helped  contribute. 


T heat  res  Pledged  to  Participate 
In  Dimes  Drive  Hit  5,000  Mark 


NEW  YORK — Theatres  pledged  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  forthcoming  March  of  Dimes 
drive  have  passed  the  5,000  mark,  represent- 
ing almost  5,000,000  seats  throughout  the  na- 
tion. Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  national  chair- 
man of  the  drive,  said  this  was  far  ahead  of 
last  year’s  schedule,  when  pledges  were  not 
received  until  well  after  January  1. 

While  Alabama  was  the  first  state  to  forge 
ahead  of  last  year’s  mark,  Delaware  was 
the  first  to  achieve  100  per  cent  participa- 
tion every  one  of  the  22,632  seats  in  its  thea- 
tres, according  to  A.  Joseph  DeFiro,  chair- 
man. Last  year,  Delaware  had  22,027  seats 
in  the  campaign,  with  collection  of  $17,360, 
an  average  of  about  76  cents  per  seat. 

Rhode  Island  was  within  three  theatres  of 
exceeding  1944’s  record,  and  Carter  Barron 
reports  the  District  of  Columbia  within  two 
theatres  of  last  year’s  total.  In  1944,  the 
District  had  54,089  of  its  55,889  seats  in  the 
drive,  and  promises  100  per  cent  this  year. 

Arizona,  with  Harry  Nace  as  chairman,  is 
within  a few  theatres  of  last  year’s  total,  and 
Nace  promises  to  enroll  at  least  40,000  of  the 
state’s  42,466  seats. 

Nebraska,  with  A.  H.  Blank,  chairman,  is 
within  30  theatres  of  last  year’s  mark.  Milton 


Greer's  Appeal  Potent: 
Studio  Hands  Shell  Out 

Hollywood — The  potent  appeal  of  the 
Greer  Garson  trailer  for  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign  was  demonstrated  even 
before  the  film  was  completed. 

Studio  technicians,  watching  Miss  Gar- 
son  make  the  trailer  before  the  cameras, 
were  so  moved  they  took  up  a spon- 
taneous collection  which  netted  $140. 


Levine,  West  Virginia  chairman,  has  signed 
up  within  19  of  last  year’s  figure,  but  is  cer- 
tain of  exceeding  that  number  by  a wide 
margin.  South  Dakota,  with  Charles  Klein 
chairman,  and  South  Carolina,  with  Warren 
Irvin  chairman,  are  both  within  striking- 
distance  of  last  year’s  registration. 

The  printing  of  13,000  appeal  trailers, 
starring  Greer  Garson,  was  begun  at  labora- 
tories on  tooth  the  west  and  east  coasts.  Na- 
tional Screen  branch  managers  at  31  key 
points  are  working  closely  with  state  chair- 
men to  accomplish  complete  trailer  coverage. 

Competition  Is  Sought 
For  Red  Cross  Design 

NEW  YORK — Art  departments  of  home 
offices  and  all  advertising  agencies  serving 
the  motion  picture  business  have  been  asked 
to  compete  in  designing  the  key  sketch  to 
be  used  for  the  press  book  cover,  lobby  post- 
ers, etc.,  for  the  1945  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
week  in  March. 

No  prize  will  be  offered,  but  the  willing 
design  will  be  signed  by  the  artist,  and  both 
artist  and  his  company  will  be  credited 
and  given  all  publicity  possible. 

Sketches  may  be  of  any  size,  but  designed 
for  30x40  proportions. 

Judges  will  be  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national 
chairman,  Si  Fabian,  Francis  Harmon  and 
Howard  Bonham  of  the  Red  Cross. 

All  entries  must  be  submitted  by  January 
8 to  S.  Barret  McCormick  and  Harry  Man- 
del,  directors  of  publicity  of  the  Red  Cross 
War  Fund,  care  of  RKO  Radio  Pictures, 
1270  Sixth  Ave. 


Completes  Script  on  "Make  Ready” 

Tim  Ryan  has  completed  the  original  script 
on  Monogram’s  “Three  to  Make  Ready,”  for 
Sam  Katzman  and  Jack  Dietz,  producers. 
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M8B4Z>r  &IASTED: 

CHICAGO . . . BUFFALO ...  LOS  ANGELES 
CINCINNATI...SAN  FRANCISCO.. .DAYTON 
KANSAS  CITY...  SALT  LAKE  CITY 
ATLANTA  . . . NEW  ORLEANS  . . . OMAHA 
TAMPA  ...  . READING  . . . HARRISBURG 
CHARLESTON. ..ROCHESTER.. .SYRACUSE 
SIOUX  CITY 


Djfgcfeci  by  Dovid  Butlsr  * Screen  Play  by  Don  Hartman,  Melville  Shavelson  and  Everett  Freeman 

Associate  Producer  • Don  Hartman  Released  through  rko  radio  pictures,  inc.  


By  AL  SHERMAN 


WMC  Will  Respect  Exhibitors' 

Need  for  Men  in  Key  Positions 

The  value  of  motion  pictures  as  a morale 
builder  has  become  increasingly  evident  to 
government  officials.  An  authoritative 
statement  from  the  War  Manpower  Commis- 
sion, exclusive  to  BOXOFFICE,  indicates 
that  despite  more  stringent  application  of 
Selective  Service  rulings  affecting  manpower, 
the  exhibitor’s  need  for  key  men  will  be  re- 
spected wherever  possible. 

In  discussing  the  present  rulings  of  the 
War  Manpower  Commission,  which  resulted 
in  closing  race  tracks  and  in  firmer  con- 
trol over  labor  shifts,  Collis  Stocking,  chief 
of  the  reports  and  analysis  service  of  the 
commission,  stated  that  the  “need  for  diver- 
sion as  a morale  factor  is  quite  important 
and  thus  it  is  hardly  likely  that  the  motion 
picture  exhibitor  will  be  affected  by  the  labor 
shortage  in  critical  areas  to  the  same  degree 
as  other  nonessential  industries.” 

“While  no  special  ruling  regarding  motion 
picture  exhibition  is  possible,”  added  Stock- 
ing, “theatre  exhibition  will  not  be  affected, 
however,  as  have  been  race  tracks.  The  lat- 
ter amusement  is  purely  a seasonal  venture 
and  has  drawn  manpower  away  from  other 
industries,  while  motion  picture  exhibition, 
as  a year-’round  industry,  will  not  face  such 
a drastic  ruling.  It  is  not  the  intent  of 
Selective  Service  to  say  to  a worker:  ‘Get  into 
another  job’  if  he  is  in  a nonessential  in- 
dustry. It  is  the  intent  of  Selective  Service, 
however,  to  supply  labor  to  essential  indus- 
try wherever  it  is  humanly  possible.” 

The  Army  Says  It  Will  Not  Flood 
Market  With  35MM  Equipment 

Reports  that  35mm  motion  picture  equip- 
ment will  flood  the  market  when  the  fed- 
eral government  disposes  of  this  material  as 
surplus  property  were  tossed  into  the  ashcan 
reserved  for  such  documents  by  Ray  Mur- 
ray, chief  of  the  U.S.  Army  Motion  Picture 
Service.  Despite  the  fact  that  there  are  150 
fewer  army  theatres  using  35mm  equipment, 
the  drop  is  variable,  according  to  Murray, 
and  the  number  of  larger  post  theatres  may 
be  increased.  Thus  available  supplies  of 
equipment  are  being  kept  in  reserve  for  this 
possible  increase. 

“The  army  proposes  to  hold  on  to  all  its 
equipment  for  as  long  as  it  is  usable,”  said 
Murray.  “While  it  is  true  that  present  fig- 
ures give  us  1,020  army  theatres,  instead  of 
the  peak  number  of  1,170,  still  the  expand- 
ing activities  of  the  army  in  war  sectors  may 
well  increase  the  number  beyond  the  peak. 

“Demands  for  35mm  equipment  for  over- 
seas use  may  well  be  increased  and  thus  the 
army  is  not  planning  to  dispose  of  this  ma- 
terial for  a long  time  to  come.  In  the  event 
that  we  may  find  it  necessary  to  offer  such 
material  as  surplus  property,  it  will  go  first 
to  government  agencies  and  then  offered  for 
private  sale.  We  have  disposed  of  a very 
small  quantity  but  our  major  stocks  still  are 
being  held  in  reserve  for  soldiers’  needs.” 

A spokesman  for  the  treasury  department’s 
surplus  property  division  placed  an  adden- 
dum on  Murray’s  comments,  stating  that 
about  75  per  cent  of  returned  35mm  equip- 
ment offered  as  surplus  property  will  not  be 
usable. 

Golden  Predicts  VE-Day  Will  Not 
Affect  Attendance  at  Theatres 

The  New  Year  starts  off  on  an  added  note 
of  good  cheer  from  Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Unit,  Bureau  of  For- 


eign and  Domestic  Commerce,  with  word 
that  VE-Day  will  not  affect  motion  picture 
attendance.  Golden  makes  this  prediction  in 
the  January  issue  of  Domestic  Commerce, 
monthly  publication  of  the  department  of 
commerce. 

Fears  that  VE-Day  may  bring  a curtail- 
ment in  war  production  and  a consequent 
loss  in  income  with  a possible  effect  upon 
theatre  attendance  are  pooh-poohed  by 
Golden,  who  takes  the  contrary  view.  The 
DofC  executive  points  out  that  with  more 
leisure  time  available,  more  and  more  people 
will  spend  that  free  time  in  the  movies. 

“Past  experience  indicates  that  the  films 
are  one  of  the  last  things  people  give  up,” 
adds  Golden.  “Then,  too,  the  singular  qual- 
ity of  the  films  produced  during  the  past 
few  years  will  also  help  to  maintain  the  cur- 
rently high  level  of  movie  attendance  of 
100,000,000  admissions  weekly.  Moreover,  the 
accumulated  savings  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  public  will  act  as  an  assurance  of  con- 
tinued attendance  at  the  movie  theatres.” 

New  theatre  construction  also  is  antici- 
pated, as  critical  materials  are  released  and 
it  is  estimated  that  1,000  theatres  will  be 
built  at  a cost  of  between  $75,000,000  and 
$100,000,000.  These  new  theatres  will  meet 
the  growths  and  changes  in  population  in 
present  war  centers  and  replace  obsolete 
houses.  Drive-in  theatres  may  show  an  in- 
crease, if  gasoline  restrictions  are  lifted. 
“Television,”  says  Golden,  “is  anyone’s  guess.” 

Film  Deliveries  Not  in  Grave 
Danger,  Asserts  Head  of  ODT 

Film  distributors  who  are  concerned  with 
possible  tire  and  carrier  equipment  short- 
ages may  find  a note  of  cheer  in  the  state- 
ment by  Col.  J.  Monroe  Johnson,  head  of 
the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation,  that 
“with  proper  care,  film  deliveries  will  not  be 
in  grave  danger,”  even  in  the  possibility  of 
a war  lasting  beyond  present  predictions. 
These  predictions  vary,  for  the  sake  of  the 
record,  from  six  months  to  three  years. 

In  an  exclusive  interview  with  the  ODT 
chief,  it  was  learned  that  freight  considera- 
tions will  take  precedence  over  all  other 
means  of  motor  transportation.  However, 
Colonel  Johnson  added  a note  of  warning 
by  pointing  out  that  depleted  stores  of  re- 
placement materials  and  parts  may  result  in 
film  salesmen,  among  others,  being  forced 
off  the  road. 

“I  am  not  apprehensive  about  freight  de- 
livery,” stated  Colonel  Johnson.  “If  due  care 
is  exercised  in  travel,  present  day  carriers 
should  be  able  to  handle  freight  loads  for  a 


Chinese  Tong  Members 
Buy  $40,000  in  Bonds 

Washington — Jack  Foxe,  Columbia  The- 
atre, carried  his  bond  campaign  into  the 
heart  of  Washington’s  Chinatown.  In 
cooperation  with  the  On  Leong  Tong, 
Jack  and  his  staff  attended  a dinner  of 
that  organization  at  a Chinese  restau- 
rant equipped  with  a projection  booth. 
Following  the  dinner  the  theatre  staff 
presented  several  short  subjects  on  Japan 
issued  by  the  WAC.  Result,  $40,000  in 
bonds  sold. 

Everybody  who  bought  a bond  at  the 
Columbia  Theatre  during  the  present 
drive  received  a chance  on  a $500  bond 
paid  for  by  a nearby  jeweler.  These 
chance  tickets,  Jack  says,  were  respon- 
sible for  the  sale  of  many  extra  bonds. 


Answering  YOUR 
Question: 

What  is  the  outlook  on  theatre 
admission  taxes?  Will  they  be 
increased? 

Present  indications,  according  to 
sources  close  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, are  that  tax  on  admissions  will 
NOT  be  increased.  However,  the  need 
for  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  film 
industry  becomes  more  and  more  pro- 
nounced. The  new  Congress  undoubt- 
edly will  seek  new  tax  measures,  es- 
pecially as  it  becomes  apparent  that 
the  war  is  a long  way  from  ending.  In 
that  event,  the  film  industry  does  face 
further  tax  legislation.  Too,  reports, 
whether  ill-founded  or  not,  that  ex- 
hibitors are  taking  advantage  of  war- 
time flush  pockets  to  increase  admis- 
sion prices  beyond  reason,  may  have 
an  effect  upon  newly-arrived  legisla- 
tors. Either  a prize  freeze  on  admis- 
sions may  go  into  effect,  with  taxes 
added  upon  those  prices,  or  an  over- 
all tax  covering  all  phases  of  amuse- 
ment activity  may  be  proposed.  Unless 
the  exhibitor  shows  a united  front 
against  such  legislation  (and  other  re- 
pressive meaures)  he  may  find  him- 
self more  and  more  the  scapegoat  of 
the  political  world. 


long  time  to  come.  However,  we  must  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  we  are  fighting  two  big 
wars  and  reckless  or  careless  drivers  only 
make  things  that  more  difficult  for  all. 
While  it  is  not  easy  to  look  too  far  into  the 
future,  there  is,  at  the  present  time,  no 
threat  to  the  motion  picture  industry  inso- 
far as  film  delivery  is  concerned.” 

There  are  approximately  24,000,000  usable 
cars  in  service  at  this  writing.  About  150,000 
of  these  cars  are  forced  off  the  road  every 
month  because  of  age  or  lack  of  repair  ma- 
terials and  needed  parts.  As  the  war 
progresses,  trucks  and  other  carriers  will  be 
given  greater  priority  in  parts  purchases 
while  passenger  vehicles  may  find  restric- 
tions tightened  more  and  more,  ultimately 
resulting,  as  in  England,  in  the  virtual  dis- 
appearance from  the  streets  and  highways  of 
all  noncommercial  vehicles. 

I've  Heard: 

That  one  of  the  major  circuit  exec- 
utives is  decidedly  opposed  to  the  pro- 
posed Washington  Municipal  Theatre 
now  reaching  the  incorporation  state; 

That  if  Vice-President  Wallace  does 
not  accept  that  film  czar  spot  report- 
edly offered  him  and  if  he  does  accept 
a cabinet  portfolio  as  secretary  of 
commerce,  there  may  be  cabinet 
struggle  to  keep  the  affairs  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Bureau  within  the  de- 
partment of  commerce  and  not  let  it 
go  to  the  state  department,  as  is  pro- 
posed; 

That  returning  service  men  may  find 
a welcome  back  in  motion  picture  ex- 
hibition, as  government  officials  be- 
come increasingly  aware  of  the  need 
for  “morale  services”  on  the  home 
front. 


Hodge  Promoted  by  BIS 

NEW  YORK — Thomas  Hodge  has  been 
named  assistant  director  of  the  film  division 
of  the  British  Information  Services  by 
Thomas  Baird,  director  of  the  division. 

Hodge  was  transferred  to  New  York  from 
Chicago  in  November  of  last  year,  having 
served  there  for  two  years  as  film  officer  of 
the  BIS.  During  the  first  years  of  the  war, 
he  was  in  charge  of  mobile  film  units  in 
northwest  England  for  the  MOI. 
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TO  EXHIBITORS  OF  AMERICA: 

Again  we  are  asked  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  perform  a needed, 
public  service.  Every  motion  picture  theatre  in  America  is  asked  to  enlist  in  the  1945  March 
of  Dimes  (January  25-31). 

You  did  a magnificent  job  last  year.  You  poured  into  the  National  Foundation 
For  Infantile  Paralysis  and  its  local  chapters  over  $4,667,000!  Some  9,000,000  seats 
participated  — and  averaged  54c  per  seat! 

The  President,  the  nation  and  your  committee  are  grateful  for  the  splendid 
results.  You  put  your  hearts  into  the  drive;  the  results  proved  that.  And  the  moviegoing 
public  responded  generously — and  respected  and  honored  you  for  your  part  in  the  crusade 
to  save  American  children. 

In  1944  savage  epidemics  swept  many  states.  Great  sums  of  money  — thanks  to 
you— were  ready  to  be  rushed  to  the  assistance  of  stricken  areas. 

Now  we  must  replenish  those  polio  war-chests. 

In  the  1945  March  of  Dimes  we’d  like  to  have  17,000  theatres  with  11,000,000 
seats— and  a $5,000,000  goal  would  not  be  impossible. 

If  you  haven’t  already  done  so,  please  rush 
in  your  pledge.  Just  sign  your  name  and 
theatre  address  to  this  coupon  and  mail  it  in. 

J NAME 

I 

JREER  GARSON  APPEAL  TRAILER  • TWO  STYLES  ONE-SHEETS  • CAMPAIGN  BOOK 

GRATIS  • WHEN  YOU  SEND  YOUR  PLEDGE  TO  SUITE  188,  HOTEL  ASTOR,  N.  Y.  C.  ! theatre  address. 
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By  IVAN  SPEAR 


Paramount  Announces  Plans 
For  Filming  of  "Calcutta" 

Paramount  has  announced  plans  for  early 
production  of  “Calcutta,”  an  original  screen- 
play by  Seton  I.  Miller,  who  also  will  pro- 
duce the  film.  It  is  described  as  a colorful 
romance,  with  its  main  participants  the 
American  airmen  who  fly  the  Tibetan  Hump, 
ferrying  supplies  from  India  to  China. 

Universal  Exercises  Option 
On  Sherlock  Holmes  Series 

That  master  sleuth  of  fiction  and  screen, 
Sherlock  Holmes,  will  continue  to  stalk  his 
nefarious  victims  for  the  benefit  of  Dear  Ol’ 
Universal.  That  studio  has  exercised  its 
option  to  the  rights  of  the  stories  for  the 
fourth  year.  The  deal  was  made  with  the 
estate  of  the  late  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle 
through  the  author’s  son,  Dennis  P.  S.  Conan 
Doyle. 

The  coming  year’s  trio  in  the  series  will 
be  treated  to  increased  budgets,  the  studio 
declares,  and  each  story  will  be  a separate 
and  individual  production.  The  next  one  to 
go  will  be  “Invitation  to  Death,”  with  Basil 
Rathbone  and  Nigel  Bruce  costarred  as  usual 
and  with  Roy  William  Neill  as  the  producer- 
director.  Bertram  Millhauser  wrote  the 
screenplay. 

First  Two  of  East  Side  Kids 
Comedy-Dramas  Determined 

First  two  of  the  East  Side  Kids  comedy- 
dramas  to  be  filmed  at  Monogram  in  1945 
have  been  determined  with  “Docks  of  New 
York”  starting  early  in  January  and  “The 
Country  Fair”  set  for  a February.  Sam 
Katzman  and  Jack  Dietz  will  continue  to 
produce. 

UA  Producer  Bogeaus  to  Star 
Laughton  in  “Captain  Kidd" 

Plans  to  produce  “Captain  Kidd,”  starring 
Charles  Laughton,  have  been  announced  by 
United  Artists  Producer  Benedict  Bogeaus. 
The  sea  story  of  high  adventure  and  romance 
will  be  directed  by  Rowland  V.  Lee  and 
shooting  will  start  in  January.  Norman 
Reilly  Raine  is  writing  the  screenplay  from 
Robert  Lee’s  original  story. 

Another  UA  producer  made  news.  Sol 
Lesser  consummated  a novel  arrangement 


with  Arthur  Murray  whereby  Murray,  his 
entire  chain  of  dancing  schools,  instructors 
and  even  pupils  will  be  part  of  “Crazy  to 
Dance,”  Lesser’s  proposed  filmusical. 

The  Lesser  story  concerns  a pair  of  dance 
mad  youngsters  who  work  their  way  up  to 
stardom  from  dancing  schools.  From  each  of 
his  40  schools  in  30  cities,  Murray  will  select 
the  outstanding  dancers  to  be  known  as 
“Miss  New  York,”  “Miss  Chicago,”  “Miss 
Detroit,”  etc.,  all  of  whom  will  appear  in  the 
picture.  From  them  also  will  be  selected  one 
of  the  two  feminine  leads  for  “Crazy  to 
Dance.”  Screenplay  of  the  original  story  by 
Gita  Lewis  and  Silvia  Lardner  is  now  being 
written  by  I.  A.  L.  Diamond.  Lesser  has  the 
picture  slated  for  spring  production,  with 
A1  Kaufman  to  serve  as  associate  producer. 

Walter  Thompson,  Goetz's  Aide, 

Is  Named  an  Associate  Producer 

Walter  Thompson,  executive  assistant  to 
William  Goetz,  president  of  International 
Pictures,  has  been  named  an  associate  pro- 
ducer and  assigned  the  forthcoming  Sonja 
Henie  Technicolor  starrer,  “Countess  of 
Monte  Cristo.”  An  industry  veteran  of  22 
years,  Thompson  has  been  property  man, 
cutter,  film  editor  and  editorial  supervisor, 
in  turn,  at  First  National  and  RKO,  Para- 
mount and  20th  Century-Fox,  prior  to  join- 
ing Goetz  in  his  new  International  organi- 
zation. George  Beck  and  Frank  Tarloff  are 
now  writing  the  screenplay  and  directorial 
assignments  will  be  made  upon  completion 
of  their  script. 

Dreifuss  Is  Assigned  to  Direct 
Next  in  Boston  Blackie  Series 

Chores  were  handed  out  by  the  handful 
at  Columbia.  Arthur  Dreifuss  was  assigned 
to  direct  the  next  in  the  Boston  Blackie 
series  starring  Chester  Morris,  tentatively 
titled  “Boston  Blackie  Booked  on  Suspicion.” 
Lynn  Merrick  will  have  the  femme  lead.  Del 
Lord  was  named  to  pilot  “Gertie  From  Bi- 
zerte,”  musical  .which  Ted  Richmond  will  pro- 
duce. J.  Benton  Cheney  was  assigned  to  write 
the  screenplay  for  “Son  of  the  Prairie,”  next 
of  the  series  of  western  musicals  being  pro- 
duced by  Colbert  Clark. 

M.  Coates  Webster  was  ticketed  to  write 
the  screenplay  of  “The  Brute  Man,”  first 
of  Universal’s  new  Creeper  pictures  ...  At 


the  same  studio,  Frank  Strayer  was  signed 
by  Associate  Producer  Phil  Cahn  to  direct 
the  Allan  Jones-Bonita  Granville  starrer, 
“Have  a Heart”  . . . Lew  Landers  was  signed 
to  direct  the  Jack  Schwarz-PRC  production 
“Enchanted  Forest.”  Lou  Brock  is  associate 
producer.  Film  will  be  shot  in  Cinecolor. 

Also  at  PRC,  Milton  Lazarus  was  signed 
to  prepare  the  script  of  “King  of  Proxy 
Street”  ...  At  Republic,  Jerry  Sackheim  was 
assigned  to  complete  script  of  “Road  to 
Alcatraz”  and  Earle  Snell  is  writing  screen- 
play for  “Desperadoes  of  Dakota,”  to  be  pro- 
duced by  R.  G.  Springsteen. 

Hollywood's  Story  Market 
Takes  on  a Bullish  Tone 

A Happy  New  Year  it  was  for  the  pur- 
veyors of  literary  material.  After  wallowing 
deep  in  the  doldrums  during  the  week  be- 
fore Christmas,  Hollywood’s  story  mart  took 
on  a sudden  bullish  complexion. 

Columbia  led  the  parade  with  a pair  of 
purchases.  “Tomorrow  Will  Sing,”  novel  by 
Elliott  Arnold,  was  acquired  from  the  galley 
proofs.  Story  is  about  an  American  army 
aviator  of  Italian  descent  who  is  stationed 
in  the  section  of  Italy  where  his  relatives 
live.  “When  I Come  Back,”  an  original  story 
by  F.  Hugh  Herbert,  was  the  second.  Yarn 
is  about  a young  marine  veteran’s  difficul- 
ties in  adjusting  himself  to  civilian  life. 

Leon  Fromkess,  president  of  PRC,  pur- 
chased the  film  rights  to  an  original  screen- 
play titled  “Checkmate,”  by  Sheldon  Leon- 
ard, the  actor,  and  then  signed  Leonard  to 
play  the  leading  role  in  the  picture.  A1  Her- 
man will  direct  the  story,  which  deals  with 
a cross-country  manhunt  for  a gang  of 
saboteurs  . . . Another  purchased  by  PRC 
was  the  original  story,  “The  Intruder,”  by 
Philip  MacDonald  and  F.  Ruth  Howard,  a 
psychological  murder  thriller.  Martin  Mooney 
will  be  associate  producer. 

Republic  unlimbered  the  bank  roll  to  take 
on  a duo:  “Gunsight,”  by  Frank  Gruber,  and 
“It’s  a Natural,”  an  original  from  the  type- 
writers of  Frances  Hyland  and  Bernie  Feins 
. . . Warners  purchased  “Too  Young  to 
Know,”  novel  now  running  serially  in  the 
Saturday  Evening  Post  and  written  by  Har- 
lan Ware.  Joan  Leslie  and  Robert  Hutton 
will  be  reunited  in  the  film  version.  Fred 
de  Cordove,  former  dialog  director  recently 
elevated  to  full  director  status,  has  been 
assigned  to  meg  and  William  Jacobs  will 
produce. 

“The  Third  Eye,”  a mystery  novel  with  an 
English  background,  by  Ethel  Lina  White, 
went  to  Universal  and  was  assigned  to  Pro- 
ducer Joan  Harrison,  her  second  chore  on 
that  lot.  Keith  Winter  will  write  the  screen- 
play. 

“Morgan's  Folly,"  Metro  Film, 

To  Have  Frank  Morgan  as  Star 

Jerry  Bresler  has  been  assigned  by  Metro 
to  produce  a newcomer  to  the  studio’s  agen- 
dum, “Morgan’s  Folly,”  which,  strangely 
enough,  will  star  Frank  Morgan.  It  is  to  be 
the  third  in  the  series  of  one-hour  features 
which  Bresler  recently  instituted.  “Morgan’s 
Folly”  will  mark  the  directorial  debut  of 
Nat  Perrin,  Metro  comedy  writer,  who  is  also 
responsible  for  the  script  ...  At  the  same 
studio,  Dorothy  Kingsley  has  been  assigned 
the  writing  chore  on  “The  Girl  From  Rec- 
tor’s,” and  Paul  Rameau  has  joined  Stella 
Unger  on  the  screenplay  of  her  original, 
“Cabbages  and  Kings.” 

Another  Metro  writing  chore:  Commander 
Frank  Wead  assigned  to  the  screenplay  of 
“The  Hoodlum  Saint”  . . . Mark  Hellinger 
was  selected  by  Warner  to  produce  “The 
Two  Mrs.  Carrolls,”  previously  assigned  to 
Jesse  Lasky,  who  has  ankled  the  Burbank 
film  foundry.  In  addition,  Hellinger  is  pre- 
paring “Will  Rogers”  and  “The  Big  Bow 
Mystery”  ...  A juicy  megging  plum  went 
to  John  Stahl  at  20th  Century-Fox.  He  was 
set  to  pilot  the  screen  version  of  Kathleen 
Winsor’s  widely-discussed  “Forever  Amber.” 


AT  DEBUT  OF  “WINGED  VICTORY”— Army  olive  drab  mingled  with  typical 
flash  and  glitter  of  a Hollywood  gala  premiere  when  20th-Fox’s  “Winged  Victory” 
was  debuted  at  the  Chinese  Theatre.  Admission  was  by  invitation  only  and  the 
audience  was  made  up  of  screen  luminaries  and  military  personnel.  Here,  left  to 
right,  photographed  entering  the  theatre  are  Maj.  Gen.  Ralph  D.  Consine,  Jeanne 
Crain  of  the  picture’s  cast,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck.  He  produced  the 
film. 
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Television  Greatest 
News  Medium-Cuff 

NEW  YORK — Television  as  a news  medium 
is  one  of  the  greatest  potential  factors  for 
promoting  harmony  and  better  understand- 
ing in  the  world,  for  it  is  the  “great  exhibitor 
of  the  truth,”  says  Samuel  H.  Cuff,  general 
manager  of  DuMont’s  television  station 
WABD. 

In  a talk  before  the  Woman’s  Press  Club 
of  New  York,  Cuff  discussed  the  growth  of 
television  in  this  country,  and  of  its  future 
as  what  he  termed  a “medium  which  can 
puncture  deliberately  or  accidentally  created 
international  barriers  with  greater  efficiency 
than  any  other  instrument  of  communication 
ever  created.” 

Cuff  declared  that  television  covers  news 
in  three  general  ways;  in,  the  field  with  the 
television  camera,  by  greatly  accelerated  mo- 
tion picture  reporting  and  by  studio  news 
broadcasts. 

Describing  on-the-spot  field  coverage  as 
the  “most  spontaneous  of  all,”  Cuff  painted 
a graphic  picture  of  how  the  mobile  tele- 
vision unit  would  operate  in  covering  police 
stations,  fire  departments,  hospitals  and  other 
beats  similar  to  that  of  newspaper  reporters. 
The  onlooker,  in  the  privacy  of  his  home, 
would  have  a front-row  seat  for  daily  oc- 
currences. Cuff  also  spoke  of  sporting  events, 
conventions,  and  the  like,  in  which  the  tele- 
vision crews  would  have  time  to  make 
elaborate  preparations  for  the  telecast. 

Describes  Theatre  Television 

Cuff  then  described  theatre  television,  and 
gave  as  an  example  a sporting  promoter  who 
would  want  to  increase  his  gate  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  stadium.  He  would  arrange 
with  certain  theatre  owners  to  supply  them 
with  program  material  in  exchange  for  a 
percentage  of  the  gross  at  the  boxoffice.  Cuff 
declared  that  theatre  television  would  prob- 
ably supplement  rather  than  replace  news- 
reels. 

Cuff  also  spoke  of  televising  events  from 
films.  He  said  that  a plane  visiting  the  scene 
of  an  important  news  event  could  film  its 
occurrence.  The  film  could  be  processed 
v/hile  the  plane  is  in  flight  to  its  base  trans- 
mitter and  the  film  negative  could  be  re- 
versed electronically  and  projected  onto  the 
movie  camera,  which  would  convert  the  film 
strip  into  a television  broadcast. 

Giving  the  news  greater  significance  are 
the  steps  television  has  taken  in  providing 
charts,  maps,  diagrams  and  visual  aids  of 
all  sorts  for  its  news  broadcasts.  When  a 
television  newscast  is  projected,  the  onlook- 
er’s aural  as  well  as  optical  senses  are  ar- 
rested, thus  raising  the  level  of  the  program 
to  that  of  a course  in  current  events. 

Concluding,  Cuff  stated  that  “television 
broadcasts  are  the  news  medium  of  tomor- 
row, ready  today,  awaiting  only  the  green 
light  of  released  men  and  materials  before 
the  whole  promising  industry  can  be 
launched.” 


Year-End  Radio  Reviews 
Issued  by  NBC,  CBS 

NEW  YORK— NBC  and  CBS  have  issued 
reviews  of  their  activities  and  accomplish- 
ments during  1944.  The  NBC  book  is  called 
Year  End  Report,  and  deals  with  such  sub- 
jects as  news  coverage,  religious  programs, 
drama,  music,  public  service,  television  and 
FM. 

The  CBS  paper  is  titled  CBS  1944  Review, 
and  covers  the  same  range  of  activities  as 
the  NBC  report.  Both  networks  express 
their  conviction  that  television  in  the  post- 
war future  will  be  a field  for  tremendous  ex- 
pansion, both  as  an  entertainment  and  in- 
formation medium,  and  as  a means  of  creat- 
ing employment  for  many  thousands  of  men 
and  women. 


Paul  Perez  Joins  N.  Y. 

Staff  of  BOXOFFICE 

NEW  YORK  — Paul  Perez,  well-known 
newspaper  man  and  writer,  has  joined  the 
New  York  staff  of  BOXOFFICE  as  news 
editor. 

Perez  has  had  a long  experience  in  the  film 
industry.  At  one  time  he  was  a reporter  and 
feature  writer  for  the  Morning  Telegraph. 
Later  he  was  assistant  foreign  editor  of 


PAUL  PEREZ 

United  Press.  For  several  years  he  was  direc- 
tor of  publicity,  advertising  and  exploitation 
for  Universal’s  12  branches  in  Great  Britain. 
He  did  scenario  writing  for  15  years  in  Holly- 
wood and  British  studios. 

During  the  last  two  years  he  has  been  a film 
writer  and  visual  script  technician  for  the 
overseas  branch  of  the  OWI.  In  the  first 
world  war  he  was  a lieutenant  commandei 
of  the  naval  guard. 

Television  Men  to  Speak 
Before  Dry  Goods  Ass'n 

NEW  YORK — Leading  figures  in  television 
will  be  among  the  speakers  at  the  national 
convention  of  the  National  Dry  Goods  Ass’n, 
to  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania 
January  9. 

Among  those  scheduled  to  speak  are  Leon- 
ard F.  Cramer,  executive  vice-president  of 
Allen  B.  DuMont  Laboratories,  Inc.;  James 
D.  McLean  of  General  Electric;  Dan  D.  Hal- 
pin  of  RCA;  P.  F.  McCarthy  of  J.  N.  Adam 
&-  Co.;  J.  K.  Gannett  of  the  Austin  Co.,  and 
Samuel  H.  Cuff,  general  manager  of  DuMont 
television  station  WABD. 

Speakers  on  the  production  panel  will  in- 
clude Robert  Gibson  of  station  WRGB;  Ray- 
mond E.  Nelson,  vice-president  of  Charles 
M.  Storm  Co.;  Frances  Hughes  of  Mademoi- 
selle, a publication;  Thomas  H.  Hutchinson 
of  RKO  Television  Corp.,  and  Bud  Gamble, 
president  of  Television  Producers  Ass’n. 

The  television  session  was  organized  by 
Irwin  A.  Shane,  director  of  the  television 
workshop,  who  will  also  serve  as  chairman 
of  the  production  panel. 


Susan  Peters  Wounded 

SAN  DIEGO,  CALIF. — Marked  improve- 
ment has  been  noted  in  the  condition  of 
Susan  Peters,  Hollywood  actress,  following 
removal  of  a bullet  which  lodged  in  her 
spine  in  an  accidental  shooting  while  on  a 
duck  hunting  trip  near  here. 


Warners  Date  B'way 
Showings  oi  a Trio 

NEW  YORK— The  next  three  films  to  be 
shown  by  Warners  at  its  two  Broadway 
houses  have  been  scheduled  as  follows: 

“Roughly  Speaking,”  with  Rosalind  Rus- 
sell and  Jack  Carson,  goes  into  the  Holly- 
wood January  17,  following  the  14-week  run 
of  “To  Have  and  Have  Not.” 

“Objective,  Burma,”  starring  Errol  Flynn, 
opens  at  the  Strand  January  26,  following 
“Hollywood  Canteen.” 

“God  Is  My  Co-Pilot,”  with  Dennis  Mor- 
gan, goes  into  the  Strand  March  9. 

Making  its  out-of-town  debut  at  the  Im- 
perial Theatre  in  Asheville,  N.  C.,  January 
10,  will  be  “To  Have  and  Have  Not.”  In  the 
week  of  January  20,  when  the  film  is  slated 
for  general  release,  more  than  200  openings 
have  been  set. 

March  pf  Dimes  Campaign 
Book  Goes  to  Exhibitors 

NEW  YORK — The  campaign  book  on  the 
forthcoming  March  of  Dimes  drive,  January 
25-31,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  nation’s  ex- 
hibitors, and  will  prove  to  be  of  great  help 
in  aiding  theatre  men  to  beat  records 
achieved  in  collections  in  past  drives. 

Each  exhibitor  is  urged  to  make  sure  his 
theatre  is  pledged  to  participate  in  the  cam- 
paign, so  that  the  Greer  Garson  trailer  will 
be  obtained  free  of  charge.  Then,  the  show- 
man is  advised  to  organize  every  theatre  in 
the  county  or  city,  to  work  together,  and 
with  the  local  Foundation  chapter.  The 
book  urges  the  theatre  man  to  recruit  enough 
volunteer  collectors;  have  the  citation  one- 
sheet  put  in  the  lobby;  frame  and  display  the 
official  citation;  arrange  for  the  lobby  wish- 
ing-well  and  other  lobby  devices;  obtain  the 
necessary  amount  of  open  collection  con- 
tainers; launch  the  local  newspaper  and 
radio  publicity  early,  and  take  advantage  of 
the  practical  and  proven  dime-getting  stunts 
suggested  in  the  campaign  book. 

"Three  Caballeros"  Is  Set 
For  Release  on  Feb.  22 

NEW  YORK— “The  Three  Caballeros,” 
Walt  Disney’s  first  feature  length  film  in 
two  and  one-half  years,  will  be  released  na- 
tionally on  February  22  by  RKO  Radio.  Con- 
ceived before  the  war,  its  completion  was 
achieved  amid  a wartime  schedule  wherein 
Disney  devoted  practically  all  his  efforts  to 
army  service  instruction  shorts. 

Of  even  greater  interest  from  the  show- 
manship angle  is  the  combining  on  the  screen 
of  real  personalities  and  Disney  creations. 
In  this  film  innovation,  Panchito,  Donald 
Duck  and  Joe  Carioca  appear  in  sequences 
with  Aurora  Miranda,  Carmen  Molina  and 
Dora  Luz,  Latin-American  stars  of  screen 
and  stage. 

Six  Disc  Firms  Making 
"Canteen"  Recordings 

NEW  YORK — ‘Six  disc  firms  have  recorded 
13  records  from  Warners’  "Hollywood  Can- 
teen.” “Don’t  Fence  Me  In,”  best-seller  in 
retail  record  shops,  juke  boxes  and  on  sheet 
music,  has  been  recorded  by  Kate  Smith 
and  Horace  Heidt  for  Columbia,  Bing  Crosby 
with  the  Andrews  Sisters  for  Decca,  Sammy 
Kaye  for  Victor,  Gene  Autry  for  Okeh,  Three 
Suns  for  Classic,  and  Hal  McIntyre  for  Blue- 
bird. 

“Sweet  Dreams,  Sweetheart”  has  been  re- 
corded by  Kitty  Carlisle  and  Jimmy  Dorsey 
for  Decca,  Stan  Kenton  for  Capitol,  Shep 
Fields  for  Victor,  and  Ray  Noble  for  Co- 
lumbia. Andrews  Sisters  have  recorded 
“Corns  for  My  Country”  for  Decca. 
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RAY  MILLAND 

in 

“MINISTRY  OF  FEAR” 

with  Marjorie  Reynolds 

Carl  Esmond  * Hillary  Brooke 
Percy  Waram  • Screen  Play 
by  Seton  I.  Miller  • Directed  by 


Fritz  Lang 


Schine  States  His  Success 
Not  Based  on  Monopoly 


BUFFALO — Schine  Chain  Theatres,  Inc., 
as  defendant  in  the  recently  completed  anti- 
trust trial  here,  has  asked  Federal  Judge 
John  Knight  to  make  certain  findings, 
among  them  that  it  does  not  appear  on  the 
evidence  that  the  defendants  monopolized 
trade  or  commerce  in  any  of  the  cities  and 
towns  in  which  it  operated  or  operates  thea- 
tres or  that  it  conspired  with  Columbia, 
20th-Fox,  M-G-M,  Monogram.  Paramount, 
RKO,  Republic,  United  Artists,  Universal  or 
Warners  to  restrain  trade  or  commerce. 

Schine  has  also  asked  the  court  to  find 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  1930  it  had  dis- 
posed by  sale,  lease  or  otherwise  of  all  the 
theatres  formerly  owned  or  operated  by 
Schine  except  those  in  Buffalo,  Cortland, 
East  Rochester,  Fairport,  Lockport,  Geneva, 
Malone,  Massena,  Ogdensburg  and  Rochester 
and  a half-interest  with  Shea  in  Amsterdam. 

That,  in  1933,  22  theatres  situated  respec- 
tively in  14  towns.  Auburn,  Canandaigua, 
Carthage,  Corbin,  Gloversville,  Little  Falls, 
Newark,  Norwich,  Oneonta,  Oswego,  Sala- 
manca, Saranac  Lake,  Syracuse  and  Water- 
town,  N.Y.,  came  back  to  Schine  as  a con- 
sequence of  the  Fox-Metropolitan  bankruptcy 
proceedings. 

Deny  Promises  to  Distributors 

Schine’s  purpose  in  obtaining  these,  it  was 
explained,  was  to  resume  the  conduct  of 
theatre  business  in  these  towns,  and  not  to 
restrain  or  monopolize  commerce  among  any 
of  the  several  states.  The  purpose  was  not 
either  the  destruction  or  absorption  of  com- 
petitors, Schine  counsel  stated. 

The  defendants  have  also  requested  the 
court  to  find  the  facts  following: 

“It  does  not  appear  that  any  distributor 
or  representative  thereof  promised  Schine 
not  to  sell  to  competitors.  James  R.  Grain- 
ger, then  general  sales  manager  of  Fox, 
made  no  such  promise. 

“Schine  did  not  in  the  course  of  negotia- 
tions for  the  acquisition  of  any  theatre  at 
any  time  say  to  the  prospective  seller  that  if 
he  did  not  sell  to  Schine  he  would  have  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  product  for  his  theatre. 
Schine  did  not  say  to  any  such  person  that  if 
he  did  not  sell  to  Schine  he  would  open  up 
another  theatre  in  the  town  . . . 

As  to  Theatre  Acquisitions 

“Schine  was  not  at  the  time  of  any  such 
negotiations  aware  that  any  one  had  made 
any  such  statements;  . . . has  not  said  that 
he  approved  of  their  making  or  having  made 
any  such  statements.  Schine  has  not  asked 
any  distributor  to  suggest  to  any  person  with 
whom  Schine  was  negotiating  for  a theatre, 
or  for  any  interest  therein,  that  unless  the 
theatre  or  an  interest  therein  was  sold  to 
Schine,  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  theatre 
to  obtain  product. 

“Schine  has  not  in  any  conversation  with 
any  employe  of  Columbia,  Fox,  M-G-M,  Para- 
mount, RKO,  United  Artists,  Universal  or 
Warner,  said  that  any  one  of  them  should 
not  deal  with  a competing  exhibitor. 

“Schine  has  not  said  to  any  one  of  them 
that  if  they  made  such  a sale  Schine  would 
not  buy  from  them  elsewhere  in  the  Schine 
circuit.  Schine  has  not  for  the  acquisitions 
of  theatres  made  any  threats  or  misrepresen- 
tations. It  does  not  appear  that  in  negotiat- 
ing for  product  for  the  Schine  circuit  there 
has  been  any  departure  from  the  normal  and 
usual  courses  pursued  in  the  industry  for 
such  negotiations  to  get  the  best  prices  and 
terms  and  runs  and  clearances  obtainable 
for  the  circuit  by  earnest  and  fair  negotiation. 

“Schine  has  not  monopolized  or  restrained 


the  flow  of  moving  pictures  from  any  other 
state  into  any  town  in  any  state,  either  in 
quality  or  in  money  value.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  financial  growth  of  Schine 
has  been  out  of  line  with  the  physical  en- 
largement and  betterment  and  number  and 
character  of  the  Schine  theatres.  This  en- 
largement has  been  predominately  by  Schine 
and  not  by  combinations  with  others.  It  has 
been  by  the  normal  business  practices  and 
not  predatory. 

“A  decree  should  be  entered  dismissing  the 
complaint. 

“The  only  foundation  for  this  complaint 
and  for  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  over 
it  is  the  allegations  of  crimes  in  violations  of 
Sections  1 and  2 of  the  Sherman  Antitrust 
Act  and  the  alleged  imminent  prospect  that 
these  crimes  will  continue  or  be  repeated  un- 
less there  is  a decree  against  the  defendants.’’ 

“Purpose  Has  Been  to  Increase” 

Schine  counsel  then  states  that  the  dom- 
inating purpose  of  Schine  from  1917  to  May 
19,  1942,  has  been  to  increase,  “rather  than 
restrict  the  opportunities  of  the  people  in  the 
respective  towns  in  which  the  circuit  oper- 
ates,” and  that  the  circuit’s  success  is  based 
upon  enlarging  in  volume  and  value  the  com- 
merce of  distributors  of  film  among  the  sev- 
eral states,  and  not  to  monopolize  or  restrain 
it  in  any  degree.” 

Schine  then  attempts  to  show  that  he  has 
not  become  owner  of  any  theatre  by  restraint 
or  monopoly  . . . “and  not  one  of  the  thea- 
tres in  any  of  these  about  80  towns  has  been 
obtained  by  those  methods.”  The  concluding 
phrase  of  the  defendant’s  summary:  “The  de- 
fendants have  not  committed  any  of  the 


Grad  Sears  Takes  Over 
WAC  Distribution  Job 

NEW  YORK — Gradwell  Sears,  vice-presi- 
dent of  UA  in  charge  of  distribution,  has 
been  named  national  distributor  chairman 
of  the  War  Activities  Committee,  and  is  al- 
ready getting  set  for  the  next  war  bond  drive 


GRAD  SEARS 

by'  naming  E.  M.  Schnitzer  as  his  assistant 
and  appointing  32  exchange  area  chairmen. 

Maj.  Arthur  M.  Loew  succeeds  Joseph  Mc- 
Conville  as  chairman  of  the  foreign  man- 
agers’ division  of  WAC,  and  Harry  Goldberg, 
Warner  Theatres  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  takes  the  place  of  Oscar  Doob  as 
WAC  publicity  head. 

Loew,  notified  of  the  election  by  wire  at 
Mexico  City,  said  he  would  return  this  month 
and  would  apply  his  varied  experience  in 
the  army  and  with  the  overseas  branch  of 
OWI  to  the  job. 


ARTHUR  LOEW 


crimes  denounced  by  this  (Sherman)  act.” 

The  opposing  statement  by  the  govern- 
ment’s attorneys  starts  off  with  a declaration 
that  the  fundamental  question  presented  by 
this  case  is  whether  a theatre  operating  a 
monopoly  of  the  size  and  character  of  that 
possessed  by  the  defendants  may  be  con- 
formed to  the  competitive  requirements  of 
the  Sherman  Act  by  a judicial  decree.  We 
do  ngt  believe  that  there  is  any  doubt  upon 
the  record  made  here  that  the  defendants 
have  illegally  acquired  and  used  the  substan- 
tial monopoly  power  arising  out  of  their  com- 
plete control  of  the  licensing  and  exhibiting 
of  films  in  numerous  towns  in  six  states,  with 
the  purpose  and  effect  of  absorbing  or  other- 
wise eliminating  from  the  field  numerous 
actual  and  potential  independent  theatre  op- 
erating competitors.  That  such  concerted  ac- 
tion by  the  defendants  violates  the  Sherman 
Act,  quite  apart  from  any  consideration  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  major  film  distributors 
may  be  implicated  in  the  violations,  is,  we  be- 
lieve, beyond  question. 

The  Government’s  Contention 

"Had  the  government  proceeded  criminally, 
the  defendants  would  have  been  subject  to 
severe  penalties  for  each  of  the  numerous  vio- 
lations which  the  evidence  establishes.  In- 
stead, it  filed  this  equitable  proceeding  in  the 
hope  that  a permanent,  effective  correction 
of  the  illegal  practices  involved  would  result 
from  the  full  use  of  the  extremely  broad  pow- 
ers possessed  by  a court  of  equity  in  a pro- 
ceeding under  Section  4 of  the  act. 

The  government  then  stresses  the  point 
that  in  the  Schine  case,  as  in  other  cases  in- 
volving the  industry,  “we  are  primarily  con- 
cerned with  such  deviations  from  the  normal 
competitive  pattern  as  are  attributable  to  mo- 
nopoly power  wielded  by  the  defendants.” 
Mention  is  made  of  the  cases  of  U.S.  vs.  Para- 
mount Pictures,  et  al,  and  U.S.  vs.  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  et  al,  defining  respectively 
“restraints  which  flow  from  their  affiliation 
with  theatre  circuits,”  and  restraints  on  film 
distribution  which  flow  from  the  use  by  cir- 
cuits of  their  film-buying  powers  to  eliminate 
local  competitors,”  and  the  statement  con- 
tinues : 

“In  this  case  we  believe  there  is  no  dispute 
as  to  the  extent,  character  and  collective  use 
of  the  monopoly  power  possessed  by  the  de- 
fendants comprising  the  circuit  in  question. 
There  is  also  no  dispute  as  to  the  number  of 
independent  theatres  acquired  by  the  circuit, 
the  frequency  of  such  acquisitions,  the  terms 
on  which  they  were  acquired  or  any  of  the 
other  facts  showing  the  actual  course  of  the 
elimination  of  competitive  theatre  operations 
occurring  as  part  of  defendant’s  expansion. 

“Monopolization  Is  Proved” 

“No  dispute  exists  as  to  the  precise  nature 
of  the  unreasonable  film  licensing  restraints 
that  were  imposed  on  such  competitors  prior 
to  acquisition  and  upon  those  still  unacquired 
ana  attempting  to  compete.  Nor  is  there  any 
substantial  dispute  as  to  the  fact  that  in  all 
cases  where  such  restraints  have  been  im- 
posed their  effect  is  to  lessen  the  ability  of 
the  independent  theatre  to  compete  and  thus 
facilitate  ultimate  acquisition  by  the  circuit.” 

In  conclusion,  says  the  government: 

“We  submit  that  in  addition  to  being  in 
violation  of  the  Sherman  Act,  the  monopoli- 
zation of  theatre  operations  proven  in  this 
case  is  the  kind  of  suppression  of  free  trade 
in  ideas  for  which  the  American  constitu- 
tional system  has  no  tolerance. 

“Freedom  from  ‘any  kind  of  authoritative 
selection’  (U.S.  vs.  AP)  of  motion  pictures  is 
unobtainable  for  the  public  in  the  Schine 
towns  as  long  as  the  defendants  can  continue 
to  exercise  their  arbitrary  control  over  the 
major  film  supply.  We  respectfully  submit 
that  a decree  should  be  entered  which  will 
press  to  the  limit  the  equitable  power  of  this 
court  in  order  to  restore  competition  to  that 
part  of  the  motion  picture  market  which  the 
defendants  have  unlawfully  monopolized.” 
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Demolishing  all  former  ^ 
standards  of  short  subject  quality! 
“Bombalera”  is  the  Biggest  Word 
in  shorts  today  — the  Last  Word 
in  beauty,  class,  music  and  color— 
the  Word  that  is  on  the  lips  of 
every  exhibitor  and  reviewer  who  has 
seen  this  amazing  stride  forward 
in  short  subject  production! 

You  owe  it  to  your  knowledge  of 
picture  progress  to  see  “Bombalera,,! 


Latest  of  That  Famous  “ Second  Feature ” Series 


Starring 

OLGA  SAN  JUAN 

• 

Entire  Series  Produced  by 
LOUIS  HARRIS 


PARAMOUNTS 
MUSICAL  PARADE 

FEATURETTES 

In  Technicolor 


Problem  of  Independent 
In  the  Postwar  Future 


By  BOXOFFICE  Jr. 

What  of  the  future?  What  does  postwar 
America  hold  in  store  for  the  average  inde- 
pendent theatre  owner?  There  are  probably 
as  many  opinions  on  that  as  there  are  folks 
who  have  thought  about  the  subject.  But  let 
us  crystallize  some  of  these  opinions  and  take 
a look  into  the  immediate  postwar  possibil- 
ities. 

Foremost  in  the  mind  of  most  independent 
theatre  owners  is:  What  about  television? 
Well,  television  will  undoubtedly  affect  the- 
atre business  but  positively  rather  than  nega- 
tively. Analyzing  television  as  far  as  a “baby" 
industry  is  subject  to  analysis,  one  can  come 
to  several  fairly  definite  conclusions  about 
it.  First,  it  will  be  impractical  to  broadcast 
television  programs  over  great  distances  with- 
out a vast  network  of  relay  stations  to  over- 
come the  curvature  of  the  earth  which  other- 
wise sends  televised  beams  of  light  off  into 
space  at  distances  of  50  miles  or  more. 

Films’  Mobility  the  Big  Point 

The  possibility  of  sufficient  relay  stations 
to  cover  the  entire  country  is  rather  remote 
when  one  considers  that  the  airline  distance 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco  is  some- 
thing more  than  2,500  miles,  necessitating 
50  relay  stations  50  miles  apart  for  this  dis- 
tance alone.  From  north  to  south  the  dis- 
tance is  approximately  1,500  miles  and  this 
would  require  30  more  such  relay  stations 
for  each  distance  of  50  miles  east  and  west. 
This  makes  a total  of  1,500  relay  stations  at 
the  very  least  to  carry  the  programs  all  over 
this  country.  There  are  undoubtedly  various 
other  technical  problems  in  this  connection, 
none  of  which  will  make  the  solution  any 
simpler. 

Second  in  importance  in  television  is  the 
present  difficulty  of  being  confined  to  a 
rather  limited  space.  The  principal  advan- 
tage of  the  motion  picture  over  other  forms 
of  entertainment  has  been  its  mobility.  Bar- 
ring any  developments  not  now  on  the  im- 
mediate horizon,  television  is  limited  to  what 
can  take  place  within  the  range  of  the  cam- 
era or  the  distance  the  camera  can  travel 
within  the  immediate  view  of  the  spectator. 

Thirdly,  the  exhibitor  must  consider  the 
practical  aspects  of  the  possibility  of  broad- 
cast television  ever  replacing  the  motion  pic- 
tures put  on  his  screen  as  a form  of  enter- 
tainment. The  largest  theatres  of  the  coun- 
try, both  in  actual  physical  size  and  in  earn- 
ing capacity,  are  controlled  for  the  most  part 
by  the  larger  circuits.  It  is  inconceivable 
that  the  owners  of  these  circuits  would  cast 
a benign  glance  in  the  direction  of  anything 
which  would  depreciate  the  value  of  their 
investments  which  amount  to  many  millions 
of  dollars.  What  is  sauce  for  the  circuit 
theatres  in  this  case  will  undoubtedly  also 
be  sauce  for  the  independent  theatre. 

Televised  Stage  Shows  Probable 

On  the  other  hand,  the  possibility  of  wired 
television  is  far  more  immediate,  and  contrary 
to  broadcast  television  would  in  no  wise  rep- 
resent a threat  to  the  motion  picture  theatre 
but  would  be  a boon.  Wired  television  would, 
for  example,  bring  to  a theatre  a football  or 
baseball  game  while  it  was  being  played. 
However,  the  length  of  such  a spectacle  and 
its  rather  limited  interest  lead  to  the  belief 
that  such  a wired  program  would  be  directed 
to  some  other  destination  than  a theatre. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  theatre  might  well 
pick  up  the  stage  show  from  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  or  some  other  central  point  and,  in- 
tegrating its  schedule  with  that  of  the  source 


of  this  attraction,  show  its  regular  program 
of  pictures  augmented  by  the  televised  stage 
show.  Other  special  events,  such  as  the  laying 
of  a wreath  at  a specified  time,  a brief  but 
important  address  or  a historic  event  such  as 
the  signing  of  an  important  bill  or  treaty 
would  be  suitable  subjects  for  wired  television, 
with  the  receiving  theatres  so  arranging  their 
schedules  as  to  fit  in  with  the  time  sched- 
ules of  these  events.  Great  stress  is  laid  on 
this  integration  of  time  schedules  because  it 
presents  one  of  the  paramount  problems  in 
telecasting  to  theatres:  how  to  make  feature 
motion  pictures  of  varying  length  end  at  the 
precise  moments  required  for  the  telecast. 

The  principal  advantage  of  wired  television 
is  that  the  telecasters  could  control  the  re- 
ceiving stations,  making  terms  with  the 
receivers  for  payments  for  each  telecast,  a 
day’s  programs  or  specified  periods  of  time. 
Broadcast  television  allows  on  such  oppor- 
tunity and  would  require  its  expense  to  be 
defrayed  by  sponsorship  of  some  advertiser, 
thereby  making  it  even  more  unfit  for  the- 
atre use. 

The  possibility  of  a motion  picture  pro- 
duction being  actually  televised  remains 
somewhat  remote  at  present.  Firstly,  it  is  in- 
conceivable that  an  ordinary  feature  picture 
costing  say  $350,000  could  possibly  earn  this 
much  in  television  in  a single  night.  And  if 
television  were  broadcast  like  radio,  it  would 
perforce  have  to  earn  it  at  one  fell  swoop. 


Independents  Salvation: 
Keep  Abreast  of  Times 

Things  are  moving  so  fast  in  this  indus- 
try that  the  small  town  showman  is 
hard-pressed  to  keep  up  with  them. 
Faced  with  the  bugaboo  of  television  be- 
ing just  around  the  comer,  or  at  least 
a general  impression  to  that  effect,  the 
little  man  in  theatre  business  is  wonder- 
ing just  what  it’s  all  about,  and  where  he 
gets  off  at,  to  coin  a phrase. 

BOXOFFICE  Jr.,  in  the  accompanying 
article,  attempts  to  answer  some  of  these 
problems  for  the  independent.  In  his 
opinion  television  is  still  a long  way  off, 
or  at  least  the  practical  application  of 
video  insofar  as  it  affects  the  theatre. 
That  is,  television  in  the  broader  sense 
of  the  term,  from  long  distances,  or  a 
televised  feature  picture,  for  example. 

However,  he  sums  up,  wired  television 
is  another  matter,  but  the  independent 
need  not  fear  this  development,  which 
will  permit  him  to  project  stage  shows, 
important  addresses  and  historic  events 
along  with  the  regular  screen  fare. 

What  the  independent  really  should 
fear,  the  writer  concludes,  is  failing  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  times.  This  means 
the  independent  must  replace  outmoded 
and  worn  out  equipment  quickly  when  It 
becomes  available,  and  in  addition  "dust 
off  his  showmanship.”  In  other  words, 
take  the  initiative  and  devise  new  means 
of  attracting  customers  to  his  theatre. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  the  main 
needs  for  a happy,  successful  postwar 
existence  is  the  maintenance  of  goodwill 
with  the  public  and  the  industry’s  dis- 
tributors, plus  the  inauguration  of  closer 
relations  between  himself  and  the  radio 
and  newspaper  interests,  upon  which  he 
did  not  lean  so  heavily  during  the 
halcyonic  days  of  lush  prosperity. 


Nor  is  it  conceivable  that  this  same  picture 
would  be  run  off  before  a television  trans- 
mitter and  wired  into  any  special  selected 
group  of  receivers;  there  would  be  no  advan- 
tage over  the  present  system  of  providing 
individual  prints  for  each  theatre.  The  pres- 
ent system  of  clearance  and  run  presumably 
would  be  maintained  but  the  telecasting 
would  have  to  be  done  from  a number  of 
points  simultaneously  thereby  nullifying 
whatever  advantage  there  might  be. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  the  very 
same  investors  who  control  motion  picture 
production  and  a large  percentage  of  the 
first  rim  key  city  theatres,  also  effectually 
control  most  of  the  leading  television  com- 
panies, directly  or  indirectly.  It  is  incon- 
ceivable, therefore,  that  these  interests  would 
do  anything  inimical  to  their  own  substantial 
and  long  established  investments. 

What  Are  the  Problems? 

The  spectre  of  television  gobbling  up  the 
small  theatre  owner,  then,  is  an  illusion  sim- 
ilar to  the  bogey  once  abroad  that  radio, 
which  came  free  to  every  owner  of  a set, 
would  eventually  replace  the  motion  picture. 
True,  television  adds  sight  to  the  sound  of 
radio  but  the  limitations  already  set  forth 
seem  to  preclude  the  bogey  developing  into 
formidable  competition  in  the  foreseeable  fu- 
ture. 

What  then  does  the  theatre  owner  face? 
He  must  be  prepared  to  make  televised  pro- 
grams available  to  his  audience,  if  it  seems 
feasible  to  do  so.  He  must  also  be  prepared 
to  meet  the  competition  of  home  television 
much  as  he  met  the  competition  of  radio 
broadcasting. 

With  the  end  of  the  war — both  wars,  that  is 
—materials  will  once  again  be  available  for 
re-equipping  theatres  which  have  deterio- 
rated during  the  war  period.  This  deteriora- 
tion will  lie  not  only  in  chairs,  general 
furnishings,  fronts,  etc.,  but  will  largely  be 
in  the  booths  and  screens.  Technical  de- 
velopments during  the  war  period  will  make 
many  booths  out  of  date.  New  devices  will 
make  for  better  illuminated  theatres,  clearer 
pictures,  better  sound,  more  comfortable 
seats,  etc. 

Faced  with  competition  in  other  fields,  the 
theatre  owner  must  be  ready  to  replace  his 
equipment  which  has  become  outmoded  or 
worn  out  as  a result  of  long  use  and  lack 
of  care  due  to  shortage  of  help,  etc. 

Having  made  his  theatre  physically  ready 
to  maintain  the  high  level  of  attendance  he 
has  enjoyed  during  the  war,  what  can  the 
exhibitor  do  to  keep  ’em  coming? 

With  the  end  of  hostilities  and  closing  of 
in.  He’s  got  to  take  some  initiative  and  dust 
off  his  showmanship  which  he  has  let  fall 
by  the  wayside  during  the  boom.  Ever  new 
methods  of  attracting  the  public  must  be 
applied.  And  the  old  ones  must  be  given  new 
twists. 

Reconverting  One’s  Own  Mind 

The  theatre  owner  who  sits  back  and 
wrings  his  hands  bemoaning  the  drop  in  his 
community’s  pay  rolls  will  probably  be  the 
first  of  the  community’s  businesses  to  feel 
any  postwar  depression.  But  if  he  is  the 
leader  in  his  community  that  he  ought  to  be, 
he  will  devise  ways  and  means  of  maintain- 
ing full  employment,  of  stressing  his  enter- 
prise as  a morale  builder  and  of  “reconvert- 
ing” himself  to  a postwar  frame  of  mind. 

The  exhibitor  himself  should  employ  suf- 
ficient people  to  maintain  his  house  at  a 
peacetime  standard;  the  duration  excuse  of 
lack  of  help  won’t  hold  when  there  are  peo- 
ple looking  for  work.  He  must  reconcile  him- 
self to  the  fact  that  the  end  of  the  war  marks 
not  the  end  of  a period  of  unparalleled  pros- 
perity for  him  but  the  beginning  of  a new 
era  when  he  may  maintain  his  prosperity 
only  by  dint  of  hard  work.  His  profits  now 
will  be  more  the  fruits  of  his  own  labor  than 
the  mere  by-product  of  an  era  of  plentitude 
brought  on  by  the  misfortune  of  war. 

The  wise  exhibitor,  if  he  has  not  already 
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done  so,  will,  in  the  remaining  months  of 
war  in  Europe  as  well  as  the  Far  East,  build 
a cushion,  not  only  of  money  to  lessen  the 
suppliers — the  distributors.  Having  given  the 
distributors  a fair  shake  during  the  war— 
and  most  exhibitors  will  opine  that  they  have 
done  more  than  their  share  in  this  respect — 
they  can,  if  they  have  maintained  properly 
cordial  relations,  expect  the  distributors  to 
recognize  changed  conditions  and  revise  their 
terms  accordingly.  This  is  not  a Utopian 
hope;  some  of  the  distributors  have  expressed 
their  intentions  of  adopting  such  a policy 
and,  indeed,  have  already  put  it  into  effect. 

Contact  With  Public  Important 

The  exhibitor  with  an  eye  to  the  future 
will  also  scrutinize  his  relations  with  his 
newspapers  and  radio  stations.  If  he  may 
have  felt  that  he  did  not  need  their  support 
when  the  public  practically  broke  down  his 
doors  seeking  admission  to  his  theatre,  he 
must  be  equally  aware  that  their  support 
will  be  necessary  if  leaner  days  are  to  be 
forestalled.  Of  course,  the  reverse  is  also 
true.  The  newspapers  without  space  to  sell 
and  radio  stations  without  time  available  may 
have  cast  disdainful  glances  at  their  erst- 
while friend,  the  exhibitor.  With  a return 
to  normalcy,  it  is  more  likely  that  both 
sides  will  wish  to  re-establish  cordiality. 

A maintenance  of  mutual  good  feeling,  or  a 
resumption  of  it  if  it  were  lost,  is  essential 
between  the  exhibitor  and  the  other  mer- 
chants and  business  people  of  the  com- 
munity. The  ice  cream  emporium  which  used 
to  derive  most  of  its  trade  from  the  theatre 
might  well  have  scorned  the  exhibitor  when 
ice  cream  was  short.  Likewise  the  exhibitor 
might  well  have  neglected  to  post  signs  in 
this  establishment  when  he  had  all  the  cus- 
tomers he  could  handle.  The  end  of  hos- 
tilities with  the  enemy  means  a re-establish- 
ment  of  relations  between  exhibitor  and 
storekeeper,  too. 

"Ten  Little  Indians"  Will 
Be  Produced  by  Popular 

HOLLYWOOD — “Ten  Little  Indians,”  orig- 
inally scheduled  for  production  by  Samuel 
Bronston,  will  reach  the  screen  under  the 
aegis  of  a new  independent  producing  unit, 
Popular  Pictures,  Inc.,  formed  by  Harry  Pop- 
kin  and  Ed  Peskay.  Popular  acquired  film 
rights  to  the  play  from  the  Shuberts  after 
Bronston,  who  had  already  started  to  cast 
the  picture,  ran  into  production  difficulties. 

The  completed  screenplay  was  obtained 
from  Dudley  Nichols,  and  Rene  Clair,  who 
was  to  have  directed  the  Bronston  version, 
was  signed  to  do  a similar  chore  for  the  new 
owners.  Popular,  which  plans  to  produce  a 
number  of  high  budget  films,  is  currently 
negotiating  for  a major  company  release. 


To  Score  “Valley  of  Decision" 

Herbert  Stothart  is  set  to  score  Metro’s 
“The  Valley  of  Decision.” 
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Grattan  Kiely  Appointed 
Warner  Montreal  Mgr. 

TORONTO  — Grattan  Kiely  has  been 
branch  manager  for  Warners  in  Montreal, 
effective  January  8,  according  to  Ralph  H. 
Clark,  Canadian  manager  for  Warners. 

Kiely  succeeds  I.  “Babe”  Coval,  who  is  in 
New  York  for  assignment  to  a new  post  in 
the  Latin-American  territory  under  Wolfe 
Cohen.  Kiely  has  been  with  Warners  since 
1937,  and  is  the  son  of  J.  P.  Kiely,  prominent 
old-time  Newfoundland  exhibitor. 


Albert  J.  Law  Dies 
Suddenly  in  N.  Y. 

NEW  YORK — Albert  J.  Law,  executive  sec- 
retary and  general  counsel  for  the  Southern 
California  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  died  here 
suddenly  of  a heart  attack  at  St.  Luke’s  Hos- 
pital. He  was  44. 

Law  had  come  east  around  Christmas,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Law,  to  confer  with  sev- 
eral distribution  executives  on  matters  per- 
taining to  the  organization  he  represented, 
formed  last  July.  He  had  drawn  up  a con- 
ciliation plan  pertaining  to  trade  grievances, 
which,  according  to  a bulletin  he  issued  in 
November,  would  be  more  economical  than 
arbitration.  It  was  his  hope  that  after  con- 
sideration by  sales  executives,  the  plan 
would  be  installed  nationally,  rather  than 
being  confined  exclusively  to  southern  Cali- 
fornia. 

Law  was  born  Apr.  1,  1904,  in  Logan,  Utah. 
He  attended  George  Washington  University, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  studied  law.  He 
married  Marion  Templeton  of  Los  Angeles 
on  July  14  last.  His  wife,  mother,  sister  and 
brother  survive. 

William  Blowitz  Heads 
Pickford's  Publicity 

NEW  YORK — Wiliiam  Blowitz  has  joined 
the  Mary  Pickford  productions  unit  as  pub- 
licity director,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  United  Artists. 

The  first  picture  on  Miss  Pickford’s  pro- 
duction schedule  is  “One  Touch  of  Venus,” 
the  musical  hit  which  still  is  playing  to 
capacity  houses  after  more  than  a year  on 
Broadway.  The  picture  will  be  made  in 
Technicolor  and  many  stars  of  the  stage  and 
screen  are  being  considered  for  the  lead,  in- 
cluding Mary  Martin,  who  now  is  starring 
in  the  New  York  production. 

Blowitz,  former  newspaper  man  with  the 
Pittsburgh  Post-Dispatch  and  United  Press, 
has  been  with  Warners,  Paramount  and 
M-G-M. 

"Can't  Help  Singing"  Is 
Review  Board's  Leader 

NEW  YORK — The  National  Board  of  Re- 
view, for  the  week  ending  Dec.  30,  1944,  has 
accorded  starred  selected  feature  rating  to 
"National  Velvet,”  and  selected  rating  to 
“Can’t  Help  Singing.” 

Shorts  subjects  classified  included  “The 
Black  Arrow,”  a serial;  “Long  Shots  and  Fa- 
vorites,” “Lulu  at  the  Zoo,”  “Unusual  Occu- 
pations,” “Yankee  Doodle  Donkey”  and  “Your 
National  Gallery.” 


COMIC  STRIP  TIES  IN  WITH  “VICTORY” — The  famous  comic  strip,  “Terry  and  the  Pirates,”  syndicate  to  hundreds  of  news- 
papers over  the  country,  was  given  over  recently  to  “Winged  Victory,”  as  will  be  noted  above. 
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"House  of  Frankenstein,”  Universal’s  horror  classic  starring  all  its 
Titans  of  Terror,  has  broken  all  existing  records  at  the  RIALTO 
THEATRE  on  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK.  This  again  proves  that 
Universal  knows  when  and  how  to  make  this  type  of  boxofiice  bonanza. 

We  really  believe  that  "House  of  Frankenstein”  is  headed  for  an  all- 
time  record  for  horror  pictures  . . . So,  brother,  don’t  be  wary  of  this 
scary.  You,  too,  can  play  it! 


ANNE  GWYNNE  • PETER  COE  • ELENA  VERDUGO  • LIONEL  ATWILL 


Screen  Play  by  Edward  T.  Lowe  • Directed  by  ERLE  C.  KENTON 


Produced  by  PAUL  MALVERN  • Based  on  a Story  by  Curt  Siodmak 


New  Talent  Search 
Is  Proving  Fruitful 

(Continued  from  page  15> 

Off  the  Old  Block,”  “The  Merry  Monahans" 
and  “Bowery  to  Broadway.” 

RKO  has  ambitious  plans  for  Chili  Wil- 
liams, who  will  be  seen  in  “Having  Wonder- 
ful Crime”;  Sharyn  Moffat,  the  youngster 
who  did  so  well  in  “My  Pal  Wolf”;  June 
Duprez,  who  gives  a fine  performance  in 
“None  But  the  Lonely  Heart,”  and  who  will 
be  seen  in  “The  Brighton  Strangler”;  and 
two  talented  young  players,  Marcy  McGuire 
and  Elaine  Riley.  Virginia  Mayo  has  the 
lead  opposite  Bob  Hope  in  Sam  Goldwyn’s 
production  of  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate.” 

Since  the  war,  Republic  has  augmented  its 
roster  of  star  and  contract  players  with  such 
names  as  Vera  Hruba  Ralston,  who  will  ap- 
pear in  “Lake  Placid  Serenade,”  and  who 
has  been  seen  in  “Lady  and  the  Monster” 
and  “Storm  Over  Lisbon.”  Tito  Guizar  im- 
pressed with  his  work  in  “Brazil,”  and  is  be- 
ing considered  for  the  starring  role  in 
“Mexicana.”  Brad  Taylor  starred  in  “Atlantic 
City,”  and  had  roles  in  Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing.” 
Planned  for  him  are  roles  in  “Swingin’  on 
a Rainbow,”  “Hitchhike  to  Happiness”  and 
“Hit  Parade.”  Prominent  in  Republic’s  pro- 
duction plans  are  Stephanie  Batchelor,  Don- 
ald Barry,  Adele  Mara,  Linda  Sterling,  Dale 
Evans,  Janet  Martin,  Helen  Talbot,  Sunset 
Carson,  Twinkle  Watts  and  Perry  Stewart. 

Among  the  newer  players  brought  to 
prominence  by  PRC  is  Judy  Clark  young 
singing  comedienne,  who  displayed  lively 
talent  in  “Minstrel  Man.”  She  has  been 
signed  for  the  lead  in  “The  Kid  Sister,”  soon 
to  be  released.  Jimmy  Lydon  will  appear  in 
a light  comedy  role  in  “The  Town  Went 
Wild,”  and  much  is  expected  from  this  tal- 
ented young  man.  Martha  Tilton  impressed 
with  her  work  in  “Swing  Hostess,”  and  has 
been  given  the  dramatic  lead  in  “Crime,  Inc.” 
Dave  O’Brien,  erstwhile  PRC  western  star,  is 
being  groomed  for  straight  dramatic  roles, 
and  will  be  seen  in  “The  Man  Who  Walked 
Alone.” 

Barometer  Poll  Cited 
In  Paramount  Booklet 

NEW  YORK — Shorts  Stuff,  a promotion 
brochure  prepared  by  George  W.  Harvey, 
short  subjects  publicity  director  at  Para- 
mount, and  mailed  to  hundreds  of  company 
bookers,  salesmen,  exchange  executives  and 
key  exhibitors  throughout  the  country,  em- 
phasizes the  selection  of  three  of  the  com- 
pany’s short  subjects  in  the  BOXOFFICE 
Barometer,  as  the  “best  of  the  year.” 

Legend  on  page  three  reads:  “Paramount 
Shorts  First  in  1944!,”  and  then  goes  on  to 
refer  to  the  Barometer’s  selection  of  George 
Pal’s  Puppetoons  as  No.  1 short  with  “two 
more  Paramount  short  series,  Musical  Parades 
and  Speaking  of  Animals,  in  the  money.” 

Most  of  the  pages  were  prepared  by  the 
offset  process  with  the  exception  of  one 
page  in  color  devoted  to  the  Little  Lulu  car- 
toons. The  brochure  measures  11  inches  by 
8V2  and  contains  24  pages. 

British  Issuing  Booklet 
Covering  War  Shorts 

NEW  YORK — The  British  Information 
Services  have  issued  an  attractive  booklet 
entitled  “The  Fifth  Year,”  illustrated  with 
stills  taken  from  British  documentary  films 
shown  in  the  U.S.  during  that  period. 

The  work  of  several  leading  poets  serve 
as  captions  for  the  photographs,  and  the 
entire  booklet  is  a testimonial  to  the  cour- 
age of  the  British  nation  for  its  valiant 
battle  against  the  Nazis  in  the  five  years 
of  the  war. 
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BETWEEN  TWO  WOMEN  (M-G-M)  — 

M-G-M  has  trotted  out  several  members 
of  its  varsity  team  to  appear  in  the  latest 
of  the  Gillespie  series,  and  the  result  is  a 
film  which  will  have  much  boxoffice  punch. 
With  Van  Johnson  playing  the  lead  and 
currently  riding  the  crest  of  a wave  of 
feminine  adulation,  the  turnstiles  will  click 
merrily.  In  addition  there  is  Gloria  De 
Haven,  beautiful  of  face  and  figure,  and  a 
decided  asset  with  her  singing  and  danc- 
ing. Van  Johnson,  Lionel  Barrymore, 
Gloria  De  Haven,  Keenan  Wynn,  Marilyn 
Maxwell.  Willis  Goldbeck  directed. 

FIGHTING  LADY,  THE  (20th-Fox)— This  is 
a truly  superb  picture,  a worthy  equal  to 
other  outstanding  documentary  films 
turned  out  by  various  branches  of  the  serv- 
ice, and  in  many  ways  superior.  For  spec- 
tacular action  shots  there  has  been  noth- 
ing like  it  before.  Rich  in  Technicolor 
photography,  the  film  has  been  expertly 
edited  so  that  the  tension  is  unremitting 
and  the  interest  unflagging  from  the  open- 
ing shot  to  the  final  fadeout.  It  tells  the 
story  of  an  aircraft  carrier  affectionately 
nicknamed  the  “Fighting  Lady”  by  a dot- 
ing crew.  Crisp  narration  by  Lieut.  Robert 
Taylor,  USNR. 

THIS  MAN’S  NAVY  (M-G-M)— Custom-tail- 
ored for  Wallace  Beery,  this  interesting  and 
informative  picture  about  the  U.S.  navy’s 
lighter  than  air  branch  will  please  a vast 
majority  of  auditors  on  two  counts:  It 
gives  the  public  an  engrossing  glimpse  be- 
hind the  operational  scenes  of  an  appar- 
ently important  but  little-publicized  divi- 
sion of  our  fighting  men;  and  it  affords 
Beery  an  opportunity  ...  to  be  at  his  best 
as  a rough-and-ready,  boasting,  swagger- 
ing, but  heart-of-gold  sea  dog.  Wallace 
Beery,  James  Gleason,  Tom  Drake,  Jan 
Clayton,  Steve  Brodie,  William  A.  Wellman 
directed. 

UNDER  WESTERN  SKIES  (Univ)— An  at- 
tempt herein  by  Producer  Warren  Wilson 
and  Director  Jean  Yarbrough  to  cross  a 
rip-snortin’  western  with  a tunefilm  bred 
something  of  a freak  to  join  Universal’s 
large  and  constantly  growing  family  of 
low-cost,  supporting-fare  musicals.  While 
the  offering  will  possibly  slip  by  without 
too  much  resentment  in  the  situations 
where  such  product  normally  is  used, 
neither  western  fans  nor  devotees  of 
mirth-and-melody  films  will  be  greatly 
pleased.  Martha  O’Driscoll,  Noah  Beery 
jr„  Leo  Carrillo,  Leon  Errol,  Ian  Keith. 

These  reviews  will  appear  in  full  in 

a forthcoming  issue  of  Boxoffice. 


20th-Fox  Pension  Plan 
Going  to  Stockholders 

NEW  YORK— The  pension  plan  for  em- 
ployes of  20th-Fox,  under  consideration  for 
the  past  two  years,  will  be  presented  for 
the  approval  of  the  stockholders  at  the  meet- 
ing scheduled  for  next  May,  according  to 
Spyros  Skouras,  company  president. 

Skouras  declared  that  the  reason  the  plan 
was  not  presented  at  the  last  meeting  for 
stockholder  approval  was  that  the  company 
had  purchased  National  Theatres  from  the 
Chase  National  Bank,  and  had  bought  part 
of  the  M-G-M  holdings  in  Gaumont-British. 


20th  to  Take  Appeal 
On  'Ragtime'  Decision 

ST.  LOUIS — Twentieth-Fox  will  take  an 
appeal  to  the  U.S.  court  of  appeals  from  the 
decision  of  U.S.  District  Judge  George  H. 
Moore  on  December  29,  in  which  he  refused 
the  film  company’s  request  that  he  reopen 
the  plagiarism  suit  of  Marie  Cooper  Oehlar 
Dieckhaus  Swanson,  the  former  Miss  E.  Marie 
Cooper  of  St.  Louis,  now  of  Casper,  Wyo.,  in 
which  he  held  last  March  that  the  motion 
picture  “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  was 
pirated  at  least  in  several  important  parts 
from  Miss  Cooper’s  unpublished  novel,  “Love 
Girl.” 

In  addition  to  rejecting  the  company’s  re- 
quest that  the  case  be  reopened  on  the 
grounds  that  it  had  obtained  additional  evi- 
dence purporting  to  show  that  Miss  Cooper’s 
novel  had  been  altered  between  the  time 
that  it  had  been  returned  to  her  from  United 
States  copyright  office  and  its  presentation 
to  the  court  as  evidence  in  the  case,  Judge 
Moore  appointed  A.  Evans  Hughes  as  special 
master  to  determine  damages  to  be  granted 
the  author,  to  be  based  on  profits  gained 
through  the  exhibition  of  the  picture.  He 
also  issued  an  injunction  to  prohibit  further 
exhibition  of  the  film. 

Supporting  of  their  request  for  a reopen- 
ing of  the  case,  20th-Fox  attorneys  presented 
documentary  evidence  to  support  their  con- 
tention that  the  plaintiff  had  not  presented 
proper  testimony  to  sustain  her  claim  against 
their  client. 

Miss  Cooper’s  attorney  also  presented  new 
documents  and  affidavits  to  support  his  orig- 
inal charge  that  the  film  was  a plagiarism 
of  the  unpublished  novel  and  to  refute  the 
new  charges  raised  by  the  defense. 

Twentieth-Fox  denied  any  knowledge  of 
Miss  Cooper’s  book  and  contended  that  the 
film  was  the  original  work  of  Irving  Berlin 
as  revised  eight  times  by  four  professional 
script  writers. 

WAC's  lanuary  Shorts 
Schedule  Is  a Trio 

NEW  YORK— “Brought  to  Action,”  “What’s 
Your  Name?”  and  an  untitled  Red  Cross 
subject  will  comprise  the  three  WAC  Janu- 
ary releases. 

“Brought  to  Action,”  slated  for  January  1 
release,  includes  captured  Japanese  footage. 
It  shows  the  efforts  of  the  Nipponese  navy 
to  hamstring  Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur’s 
Philippines  invasion  schedule.  United  Art- 
ists is  distributing  in  all  spots  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Albany,  Des  Moines,  Memphis, 
Oklahoma  City  and  Portland.  Metro  will 
handle  distribution  in  these  areas. 

The  vital  need  for  manpower  in  the  war 
plants  is  portrayed  in  “What’s  Your  Name?” 
produced  by  the  army’s  pictorial  service  and 
distributed  by  20th-Fox.  Slated  for  January 
18  release,  it  makes  a direct  appeal  to  those 
not  already  engaged  in  war  work  to  change 
over  at  once. 

The  Red  Cross  film,  produced  by  the 
March  of  Time,  dramatizes  the  services  per- 
formed by  the  organization  for  the  benefit 
of  our  armed  forces  around  the  globe.  RKO 
will  distribute  the  subject,  release  date  of 
which  is  January  25. 


Plan  Big  Record  Plant 

NEW  YORK— The  Columbia  Recording 
Corp.  has  purchased  the  Kings  Mills  plant 
of  the  Remington  Arms  Co.  at  Kings  Mills, 
Ohio.  When  conditions  again  make  it  pos- 
sible to  equip  this  plant  for  the  manufacture 
of  Columbia  and  Okeh  records  for  service 
throughout  the  middle  west,  it  will  be  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  world  devoted  exclusive- 
ly to  the  manufacture  of  records. 
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TO 

ALL 

THOSE 

EXHIBITORS 

WHO  WANT  A 

STREAMLINED 

SERIAL 


wr  niversal  believes  emphatically  that 
there’s  always  a market  for  a good 
serial.  Serials,  according  to  Universal’s 
point  of  view,  represent  the  essentials 
of  good  movie  entertainment,  and  the 
two  important  things  about  producing 
a serial  are  subject  matter  and  gearing 
them  to  the  modern  tempo. 

We  are  happy  to  tell  everyone  who 
plays  serials  and  even  those  who  should 
play  them,  that  Universal  has  stream- 
lined its  newest  and  best  serial,  “Jungle 
Queen." 

By  streamlining,  we  mean  its  many 
new  techniques;  particularly  that  one 
which  enables  us  to  start  each  chapter 
without  the  dull  repetition  that  used  to 
exist  in  the  making  of  serials. 

This  may  not  sound  like  a startling 
innovation,  but  we  ask  that  you  take 
a look  at  "Jungle  Queen"  which  will 
prove  how  effectual  it  is. 

P.  S.  We  have  such  confidence  in  “Jungle  Queen"  as  fine 
screen  entertainment  that  we  are  going  to  have  a series  of 
trade  showings.  Please  make  sure  you  are  invited. 


First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928),  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runt 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  H its  of  the  Week 


Frenchman's  Creek — 

Philadelphia  & Seattle 200 

Minneapolis  160 

Salt  Lake  City  150 

Omaha : 135 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo — 

Seattle  200 

Kansas  City 150 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  “normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 
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AVERAGE 

An  American  Romance  (MGM) 

110 

83 

115 

120 

105 

155 

90 

105 

100 

75 

130 

100 

120 

185 

85 

112 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

175 

105 

110 

90 

135 

200 

100 

100 

145 

183 

130 

175 

135 

185 

150 

150 

142 

Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  <WB) 

110 

131 

115 

120 

100 

135 

185 

100 

115 

175 

150 

175 

120 

185 

113 

200 

140 

180 

no 

160 

200  144 

Bowery  Champs  (Mono) 

125 

100 

85 

100 

95 

90 

no  101 

Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) 

110 

110 

105 

103 

100 

120 

120 

100 

100  108 

Brazil  (Rep) 

110 

111 

110 

120 

135 

135 

100 

87 

90 

100 

90 

70 

135 

185 

70 

135 

111 

Casanova  Brown  (RKO) 

110 

234 

120 

115 

85 

135 

230 

115 

120 

120 

160 

no 

175 

100 

160 

210 

125 

85 

150 

165 

175  143 

Conspirators,  The  (WB) 

115 

98 

100 

115 

125 

130 

130 

90 

120 

95 

112 

80 

120 

100 

158 

125 

155 

70 

175 

120 

130  117 

Dangerous  Journey  (20-Fox) 

110 

86 

100 

105 

100 

165 

100 

105 

100 

60 

100 

95 

125 

no 

45 

100 

130 

102 

Dark  Mountain  (Para) 

115 

100 

100 

100 

90 

100 

90 

100 

80 

90 

100 

90 

100 

100 

100  97 

Doughgirls,  The  (WB) 

135 

105 

70 

145 

155 

90 

95 

150 

100 

90 

no 

185 

100 

200 

85 

135 

120 

100  121 

End  of  the  Road  (Rep) 

100 

90 

100 

100 

100  98 

Ever  Since  Venus  (Col) 

100 

100 

110 

100 

90 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

95 

100 

130 

90 

100 

100 

100  101 

Falcon  in  Hollywood,  The  (RKO) 

98 

90 

85 

100 

100 

95 

Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) 

115 

100 

85 

185 

255 

160 

310 

135 

200 

150 

150 

200  170 

Good  Night  Sweetheart  (Rep) 

no 

100 

100 

150 

100 

120  113 

Hairy  Ape,  The  (UA) 

100 

132 

115 

105 

70 

115 

160 

95 

140 

80 

125 

104 

75 

100 

83 

165 

125 

100 

50 

165 

120 

140  112 

Heavenly  Days  (RKO) 

100 

136 

100 

110 

140 

135 

110 

no 

100 

120 

90 

100 

80 

105 

120 

95 

90 

100 

165 

no 

100  110 

In  Society  (Univ) 

207 

120 

110 

80 

140 

165 

105 

155 

120 

132 

138 

105 

175 

125 

265 

120 

185 

no 

175 

175 

150  146 

Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20-Fox) 

100 

182 

100 

125 

90 

135 

178 

100 

130 

100 

115 

103 

125 

160 

125 

171 

100 

180 

140 

200 

120 

130  132 

Janie  (WB) 

100 

137 

120 

115 

85 

135 

140 

130 

125 

130 

2 25 

100 

185 

160 

150 

no 

225 

105 

150 

120 

150  138 

Kismet  (MGM) 

130 

177 

125 

115 

115 

135 

155 

95 

130 

no 

no 

148 

100 

135 

no 

230 

100 

210 

150 

135 

150  136 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 

88 

95 

98 

85 

135 

100 

Lost  in  a Harem  (MGM) 

78 

100 

85 

90 

105 

no 

75 

140 

75 

155 

85 

200 

40 

120 

104 

Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (MGM) 

100 

141 

110 

105 

135 

100 

100 

120 

157 

100 

120 

125 

107 

105 

185 

100 

100 

118 

Mark  of  the  Whistler,  The  (Col) 

100 

115 

100 

90 

135 

100 

100 

75 

no 

98 

125 

100 

85 

100 

100 

102 

Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (MGM) 

100 

107 

125 

90 

95 

140 

100 

115 

120 

115 

118 

120 

140 

no 

175 

no 

180 

70 

175 

120 

150  123 

Merry  Monahans,  The  (Univ) 

100 

94 

105 

115 

80 

135 

180 

95 

no 

95 

100 

85 

150 

200 

125 

90 

140 

140 

130  119 

National  Barn  Dance  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

135 

95 

105 

100 

100 

100 

105 

no 

120 

106 

None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) 

115 

143 

120 

115 

70 

100 

75 

115 

120 

100 

135 

85 

200 

105 

190 

60 

150 

175 

121 

One  Body  Too  Many  (Para) 

100 

78 

90 

100 

100 

94 

Our  He’ts  Were  Young  & Gay  (Para) 

105 

115 

140 

100 

120 

no 

133 

140 

no 

175 

170 

185 

60 

135 

128 

Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 

110 

254 

125 

113 

155 

193 

200 

200 

158 

125 

190 

120 

170 

210 

140 

250 

250  174 

Something  for  the  Boys  (20 -Fox) 

93 

120 

118 

95 

100 

115 

133 

80 

100 

90 

130 

no 

185 

135 

150 

no 

100  116 

Strange  Affair  (Col) 

91 

100 

50 

100 

100 

90 

100 

75 

85 

100 

125 

90 

100  93 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 

105 

97 

115 

140 

150 

105 

95 

98 

100 

100 

130 

120 

195 

200 

125 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (MGM) 

150 

100 

150 

150 

155 

200  151 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) 

110 

110 

130 

125 

100 

90 

100 

120 

103 

100 

135 

250 

125 

185 

55 

175 

130 

126 

Together  Again  (Col) 

212 

160 

100 

140 

175 

100 

140 

135 

125 

90 

75 

100 

115 

125 

145 

175 

150 

133 

Unwritten  Code  (Col) 

110 

100 

100 

110 

90 

102 

Very  Thought  of  You,  The  (WB) 

110 

198 

100 

120 

60 

90 

110 

120 

140 

100 

140 

115 

150 

75 

135 

no 

100  116 
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MARC  PLATT  • LESLIE  BROOKS 

m recm com 


OU  HAVE  A DATE 
WITH  A H 
BEAUTIFUL 
PICTURE  ! 


The  Screen's 
First  Great 
Dramatic 
Musical! 


COLUMBIA 

PICTURES 

presents 


JANET  BLAIR  • LEE  BOWMAN 


Screen  Play  by  Lesser  Samuels  and  Abem  Finkel  * Songs  by  Jule  Styne 


mkm 


Agnew  Rates  SYWA  Gross 
Second  Only  to  "Wind" 

NEW  YORK — Neil  Agnew,  vice-president 
of  Vanguard  Films,  says  “Since  You  Went 
Away”  is  now  certain  to  be  the  greatest 
grossing  film  since  “Gone  With  the  Wind,” 
also  a Selznick  production.  He  bases  this 
claim  on  the  fact  that  the  picture  has  broken 
records  in  almost  every  spot  shown  and  has 
exhausted  only  ten  per  cent  of  its  playing 
time — 1,405  situations. 

He  points  out  that  records  have  been 
broken  in  a number  of  large  cities — Capitol, 
New  York;  State  Lake,  Chicago;  three  Los 
Angeles  houses,  and  in  many  smaller  towns. 

In  addition,  the  public  recognition  is  gain- 
ing, he  states,  with  the  junior  group  of  the 
National  Board  of  Review  rating  it  top  of 
its  ten  best,  while  the  New  York  Federation 
of  Women’s  Clubs  rating  it  tops  on  the 
home  morale  front.  Parents’  magazine  gave 
it  a medal,  and  other  honors  have  been 
heaped  upon  the  picture. 

D.  A.  Henderson,  Jenkins, 
Join  20th-Fox  Board 

NEW  YORK — Donald  A.  Henderson,  as- 
sociated with  the  industrial  department  of 
Lehman  Bros.,  was  elected  director  and  treas- 
JFer  of  20th-Fox  at  a special  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors  convened  to  select  a 
successor  to  the  late  Sydney  Towell,  former 
treasurer  and  vice-president. 

Henderson,  a personal  friend  of  Towell  and 
active  in  the  financial  affairs  of  20th-Fox 
S1i?Ce  ^926’  W£ls  graduated  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology  in  1925 
After  his  graduation  from  college  he  was 
connected  with  the  buying  department  of 
Halsey  Stuart  & Co.  until  he  joined  Lehman 
Bros,  in  April  of  1936. 

Felix  A.  Jenkins,  secretary,  was  chosen  a 
director  to  fill  a vacancy  on  the  board. 


Frank  Higgins  Again 
Files  Clearance  Action 

• YORK— the  second  complaint  filed 
m the  Seattle  tribunal,  Frank  Higgins,  operat- 
ing the  Lake  City  Theatre,  Lake  City,  Wash 
alleges  that  Warners,  20th-Fox  and  Loew’s 
refuses  to  license  product  and  asks  that  they 
be  directed  to  furnish  same.  The  first  com- 
plaint filed  in  the  Seattle  tribunal  some 
months  ago  was  withdrawn  shortly  after- 
ward. 

National  Theatres,  Hamrick-Evergreen  and 
Evergreen  Theatres  Corp.  were  named  as 
interested  parties. 

The  Calderone-Mineola  Theatre  Corp. 
operating  the  Mineola  Theatre,  Mineola! 
L.  I.,  in  an  arbitration  action  brought  in 
the  New  York  tribunal  against  the  five 
major  distributors,  alleges  that  the  clearance 
of  Century’s  Floral  Park  is  “unreasonable” 
and  wants  it  eliminated. 


Kleenex's  National  Ads 
To  Feature  Little  Lulu 


NEW  YORK— Paramount’s  cartoon  ch 
acter,  Little  Lulu,  will  be  featured  in 
extensive  advertising  campaign  conduc 
toy  Kleenex  during  the  coming  year,  to  c 
approximately  $500,000. 

. The  campaign  will  be  launched  by  Klee' 
in  a series  of  leading  magazines  designed 
cover  the  entire  country,  and  is  in  addit 
to  the  comic  strip  ads  in  full  color,  wh 
have  been  appearing  during  the  past  y 
in  Puck,  the  comic  weekly,  and  15  ot 
comic  papers. 

A direct  tieup  with  theatres  playing 
cartoons  is  effected  by  an  underline  on  e; 
ad  which  reads:  “Watch  for  Paramoui 
latest  Little  Lulu  cartoon  at  your  favo 
theatre.” 


Intrepid  Neil  Hurt  Again 


NEW  YORK — He’s  where  the  action  is 
thickest  and  the  hazards  the  greatest.  That 
would  be  Neil  Sullivan,  Pathe  News  camera- 
man, who,  since  the  war  began,  has  sent 
back  a pictorial  record  of  actual  combat 
shot  at  the  greatest  personal  risk. 

His  name  cropped  up  in  the  news  again 
in  an  Associated  Press  dispatch  reporting 
on  a German  air  raid  on  an  unidentified 
town  close  to  the  front,  in  which  Jack 
Frankish,  a UP  correspondent,  was  killed. 
Among  others  mentioned  as  having  been 
injured  by  the  repercussion  of  the  bomb 
were  Harold  Denny,  N.  Y.  Times  corre- 
spondent; George  Hicks  of  the  Blue  Network, 
and  Sullivan,  the  man  with  the  camera. 

Sullivan  was  in  the  U.S.  several  months 


ago  and,  at  a press  interview,  described  in 
matter-of-fact  terms  the  explosion  of  the 
post  office  in  Naples,  where  he  was  seri- 
ously injured.  His  only  defensive  armament 
was  his  camera.  After  resting  up  for  a while 
he  returned  to  the  fighting  fronts  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties. 


Ravenscroft  to  New  Post 

LOS  ANGELES — Ralph  Ravenscroft  has 
been  named  west  coast  publicity  representa- 
tive for  Paramount  short  subjects  and  Para- 
mount News.  He  formerly  handled  exploi- 
tation out  of  the  local  exchange. 


AN  EASY  WAY 


To  solve  your 

equipment  maintenance  problems: 

Call  our  experts  day  or  night 
Our  stock  of  genuine  parts  is  most  complete 

To  solve  your 

projection  lighting  problems: 

Rely  on 

k STRONG 

ARC  LAMPS  .. 


vJmm. 


man«fo<torer 

Of 

Profcction 


n,onuf<.«'“red 
eomp,e,c 
within  one 
factory* 


AUBURN  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  CO. 
5 Court  Street 
AUBURN,  N.  Y. 

Telephone:  No.  695 
Emergency  Telephone:  1439 


AMUSEMENT  SUPPLY  CO. 
341  West  44th  Street. 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
Telephone:  Circle  6-0850 


Inc. 


EMPIRE  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 
1003  Broadway 
ALBANY  4.  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  5-9507 

J.  F.  DUSMAN 
213  N.  Calvert  St., 
BALTIMORE  2,  MARYLAND 
Telephone:  Saratoga  2433 
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An  Open  Forum  for  Reader  Comment 
on  Matters  of  Trade  Interest 


COLUMBIA 

Impatient  Years,  The  (Col) — Jean  Arthur, 
Lee  Bowman.  Average  business.  Story  rather 
unusual.  The  comedy  parts  held  up  the  pic- 
ture from  being  a dud.  Jean  Arthur  gives  a 
rather  inferior  performance.  Played  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Good. — Leonard  J.  Leise, 
Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and  small  town 
patronage. 

One  Mysterious  Night  (Col) — Chester  Mor- 
ris, Janis  Carter.  Held  up  as  half  of  a double- 
bill. Pleased  fans  for  this  type  of  picture. 
Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good. — Leonard  J. 
Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and  small 
town  patronage. 

Vigilantes  Ride  (Col)  — Russell  Hayden, 
Walter  "Dub"  Taylor,  Bob  Wills.  Played  this 
western  with  a Sherlock  Holmes'  picture  and 
they  ate  it  up.  Our  road  was  blocked  and 
business  suffered. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza, 
Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Bathing  Beauty  (M-G-M) — Red  Skelton, 
Esther  Williams,  Basil  Rathbone.  This  is  not 
only  a peach,  it's  the  whole  peach  crop. 
One  of  the  finest  of  its  class  we  ever  played. 
Red  Skelton  is  by  far  his . best  in  this  one 
and  Esther  Williams — oh,  yum,  yuml  Didn't 
do  much  business  because  there  isn't  any. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Coldest 
of  the  season.  Had  a notion  to  put  a wrap 
on  the  picture  of  “Esther"  on  the  one  sheet! 
— Bill  Leonard,  Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas. 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

Bathing  Beauty  (M-G-M)  — Red  Skelton, 
Esther  Williams,  Basil  Rathbone.  What  a 
picture!  Metro  went  all  out  on  this  one  and 
it  sure  is  tops.  This  was  packed  with  the 
best  of  entertainment  and  music  and  Skelton 
was  about  at  his  peak.  Played  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Good. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex, 
Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  pa- 
tronage. 

White  Cliffs  of  Dover  (M-G-M)  - — Irene 
Dunne,  Alan  Marshal,  Roddy  McDowall. 
Okay!  It's  got  boxoffice  and  outgrossed  the 
famed  GMW  day  by  day.  The  crowds  went 
for  it  and  we  made  a little  money.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs. — Lon  Mac- 
Dowell,  Capitol,  Hartley,  Iowa.  General  pa- 
tronage. 

White  Cliffs  of  Dover  (M-G-M)- — Irene 
Dunne,  Alan  Marshal,  Roddy  McDowall.  Top- 
notch  entertainment  which  did  excellent 
above-average  business  and  pleased  gener- 
ally. Some  thought  it  a little  heavy.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Somewhat  stormy. 
— Horn  & Morgan,  Star,  Hay  Springs,  Neb. 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

Double  Indemnity  (Para) — Fred  MacMurray, 
Barbara  Stanwyck,  Edward  G.  Robinson.  A 
good  story  and  a well-executed  plot  that 
holds  the  interest  of  the  audience.  The  cast 
makes  it  a good  film  and  the  business  was 
brisk  from  opening  to  closing.  Running  in 
competition  to  a carnival.  Played  Sun.,  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather:  Cloudy,  warm  rain. — Alfred 
M.  Wohl,  Ritz,  Miami,  Fla.  First  run  negro 
patronage. 

Hitler  Gang  (Para) — Robert  Watson,  Alex- 
ander Pope,  Victor  Varconi.  Paramount  got 
top  money  for  this  and  it  should  have  been 
in  the  lowest  bracket.  The  picture  was  well 
made  and  the  acting  was  very  good,  but  peo- 
ple don't  want  to  see  this  stuff. — Otto  W. 
Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 


I Love  a Soldier  (Para) — Paulette  Goddard, 
Sonny  Tufts,  Beulah  Bondi,  Barry  Fitzgerald. 
Good  picture  generously  filled  with  comedy 
and  pathos  and  well  presented  by  a very 
capable  cast.  Did  not  do  the  business  we 
thought  it  should  do  on  Christmas  Day. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Very  cold. — 
Horn  & Morgan,  Star,  Hay  Springs,  Neb. 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay  (Para)- — 
Gail  Russell,  Diana  Lynn,  Charles  Ruggles. 
Played  it  a little  late  (Dec.  3-4-5).  Should 
have  played  it  for  Thanksgiving,  if  you  get 
what  I mean.: — Lon  MacDowell,  Capitol,  Hart- 
ley, Iowa.  General  patronage. 

Standing  Room  Only  (Para) — Paulette  God- 
dard, Fred  MacMurray,  Roland  Young.  Slow 
moving  and  fails  to  hold  the  interest.  While 
this  may  be  a comedy,  it  did  not  have  enough 
gags  and  funny  situations  to  satisfy  the  audi- 
ence. I'm  sorry  to  say  we  didn't  do  what  the 
title  suggests — had  lots  of  empty  seats. 
Played  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Cool  and  fair. — 
Alfred  M.  Wohl,  Ritz,  Miami,  Fla.  First  run 
negro  patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Gangway  for  Tomorrow  (RKO) — We  didn't 
do  very  much  on  this  one,  although  the  story 
was  unusual  and  had  a definite  theme.  Still, 
it  failed  to  do  business  for  us.  Not  enough 
drawing  names  to  make  it  good  boxoffice. 
Played  Wednesday  only.  Weather:  Cool  and 
fair. — Alfred  M.  Wohl,  Ritz,  Miami,  Fla.  First 
run  negro  patronage. 

Seventh  Victim  (RKO) — Tom  Conway,  Jean 
Brooks.  I think  the  boxoffice  was  the  victim 
in  this  case — the  people  coming  out  were  still 
in  a fog  as  to  what  this  was  all  about.  As 
a matter  of  fact,  I myself  couldn't  make  head 
or  tail  about  this  story.  It  was  badly  done — 
poor  direction,  dialog,  and  a waste  o’f  film. 
Did  very  little  business.  Played  Wednesday. 
Weather:  Fair  and  warm. — Alfred  M.  Wohl, 
Ritz,  Miami,  Fla.  First  run  negro  patronage. 

REPUBLIC 

Atlantic  City  (Rep) — Constance>  Moore, 
Brad  Taylor,  Paul  Whiteman  and  orchestra. 


Bill  Leonard  Nostalgic 
For  Some  Revivals 

Bill  Leonard  of  the  Leonard  Theatres 
at  Cedarvale,  Kas.,  is  one  exhibitor  who 
would  like  to  start  the  producers  think- 
ing along  lines  such  as  suggested  in  this 
letter  to  BOXOFFICE. 

“I  am  wondering,  in  this  day  of  pic- 
ture reissues,  why  a few  of  the  old  time 
good  ones  are  not  dragged  out  and  re- 
made. I well  remember  the  silent  picture, 
‘Tol’able  David’  (a  Warner,  I think), 
which  if  made  in  sound  would  be  a 
knockout.  It  is  a grand  story  and  Henry 
Fonda  would  be  ideal  as  star.  ‘The  Lady 
in  Red’  in  Technicolor  would  be  a peach. 
The  theme  is  different  and  the  music 
was  great.  If  ‘Covered  Wagon’  was  re- 
made in  sound,  it  would  make  GWTW 
and  GMW  hustle  to  show  better  grosses. 
Here’s  hopin’.” 

(Editor’s  Note:  “Tol’able  David”  was  a 
First  National  silent  production  in  1921 
and  Columbia  made  a sound  version  of 
it  in  1930.  By  “The  Lady  in  Red”  we 
think  Leonard  means  “The  Lady  in 
Scarlet”  which  was  a Chesterfield-In- 
vincible talkie  in  1935.  “Covered  Wagon” 
was  a silent  by  Paramount  in  1923.) 


I didn't  do  anything  with  this  picture.  Double 
it  would  be  my  advice.  We  had  a big  bliz- 
zard that  killed  business,  though.  Played 
Mon.,  Tues. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury, 
Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

Rosie  the  Riveter  (Rep) — Jane  Frazee,  Vera 
Vague,  Frank  Albertson.  Caught  in  the 
Christmas  rush,  this  gave  us  one  of  the  low- 
est midweek  grosses  in  weeks.  Played  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Fair. — Horn  & Morgan,  Star, 
Hay  Springs,  Neb.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (20th-Fox) — 
Jeanne  Crain,  Frank  Latimore,  Eugene  Pal- 
lette.  Stuck  again,  brother,  unless  you  run 
to  amateur  shows.  They  may  be  stars  some 
day  but  not  now.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. — Lon 
MacDowell,  Capitol,  Hartley,  Iowa.  General 
patronage. 

Purple  Heart,  The  (20th-Fox)  — Dana  An- 
drews, Richard  Conti,  Kevin  O'Shea,  Trudy 
Marshall.  A picture,  and  no  fooling.  A pretty 
true  account  of  Japan  in  treatment  of  our 
men.  Well  directed — impressive.  Heavy  but 
good.  Nobody  will  pan  this  picture  for  sure. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Rough  and 
snow. — J.  K.  Burgess,  Iris,  Velva,  N.  D.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Take  It  or  Leave  It  (20th-Fox) — Phil  Baker, 
Marjorie  Massow.  The  plot  of  this  epic  was 
weak  and  the  story  lagged  sufficiently  to 
make  it  boring.  The  boxoffice  is  still  in  want 
of  that  $64.  Did  very  little  business.  Not 
enough  big  names  to  make  it  a draw.  Played 
Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair  and  warm. — Alfred 
M.  Wohl,  Ritz,  Miami,  Fla.  First  run  negro 
patronage. 

Tampico  (20th-Fox) — Edward  G.  Robinson, 
Lynn  Bari,  Victor  McLaglen.  War  show. 
Sound  not  too  good  on  this  one — "nuff  sed." 
Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Rainy. — 
Francis  Powell,  Colonial,  Stanwood,  Wash. 
Small  town  and  farm  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Ghost  Catchers  (Univ) — Ole  Olsen,  Chic 
Johnson,  Gloria  Jean.  Almost  a slapstick 
comedy  which  surely  did  not  attract  any 
extra  business  and  was  considered  juvenile 
film  fare.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Stormy. 
— Horn  <S  Morgan,  Star,  Hay  Springs,  Neb. 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

Spider  Woman.  (Univ) — Basil  Rathbone, 
Nigel  Bruce,  Gail  Sondergaard.  This  series 
is  all  right.  The  kids  and  adults  both  enjoy 
Sherlock  Holmes.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. — Harland 
Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada.  Gen- 
eral patronage. 

Twilight  on  the  Prairie  (Univ) — Eddie  Quil- 
lan,  Vivian  Austin,  Leon  Errol.  Nice  western 
for  weekend  customers.  The  stars  not  as 
colorful  as  Rogers  but  coming  okay.  Played 
Wed.,  Thurs. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Til- 
bury, Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Crime  by  Night  (WB)— Jane  Wyman,  Je- 
rome Cowan,  Faye  Emerson.  Doubled  with 
“Hot  Rhythm"  (Mono).  Very  good  combina- 
tion. Just  enough  suspects  to  make  it  inter- 
esting. Wish  we  had  more  of  these  detec- 
tive thrillers.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Very  cold  for  here. — Francis  Powell,  Colonial, 
Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and  rural  pa- 
tronage. \ 

Land  Beyond  the  Law  (WB) — Dick  Foran. 
Reissue.  These  Foran  westerns  are  very  good. 
The  music  is  always  good  and  action  is  al- 
ways plentiful.  Foran  should  have  stuck  to 
westerns.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Rain. 
— Ralph  Raspa,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va. 
Rural  patronage. 
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AaAc  'Placid 


Senmadc 


featuring 

EUGENE  PALLETTE 
VERA  VAGUE 
ROBERT  LIVINGSTON 
STEPHANIE  BACHELOR 

with 

WALTER  CATLETT  • LLOYD  CORRIGAN 
RUTH  TERRY  ' WILLIAM  FRAWLEY 
JOHN  LITEL  • LUDWIG  STOSSEL 
ANDREW  TOMBES 

and  RAY  NOBLE  AND  ORCHESTRA 
HARRY  OWENS 
and  HIS  ROYAL  HAWAIIANS 


*)ce  Sfrec£<Ut6ed 

McGowan  and  mack  • twinkle  watts 

THE  MERRY  MEISTERS 
with  GUEST  STAR 

ROY  ROGERS 

KING  OF  THE  COWBOYS 
STEVE  SEKELY  - DIRECTOR 
Original  Story  by  Frederick  Kohner 
Screen  Play  by  Dick  Irving  Hyland 
and  Doris  Gilbert 


VERA  HRUBA  RALSTON 


French  Return  Siritzky  Theatres 


NEW  YORK — In  what  is  reputed  to  be 
one  of  the  first  such  moves  since  the  libera- 
tion of  France,  the  Provisional  French  Gov- 
ernment, through  the  French  consul  here, 
has  granted  visas  to  Leon  Siritzky  and  his 
wife  for  their  return  to  France. 

Siritzky  is  the  owner  of  a circuit  com- 
prising 75  theatres  throughout  France,  in 
such  cities  as  Paris,  Bordeaux,  Le  Havre, 
Lille,  Mancy,  Nantes,  Lyon  and  others.  When 
France  was  vanquished  and  occupied  by  the 
Nazis,  the  Vichy  regime  installed  its  anti- 
Semitic  decrees,  and  Siritzky  was  forced  to 
sell  his  circuit  and  flee  the  country.  With 
the  liberation  of  France,  General  De  Gaulle’s 


Provisional  Government  abrogated  the  Vichy 
decrees  and  took  over  the  operation  of  the 
Siritzky  circuit  from  the  hastily  departed 
Germans. 

The  French  government  is  now  said  to  be 
holding  the  theatres,  pending  the  arrival  of 
Siritzky,  who  will  take  over  their  actual 
operation.  He  is  trying  to  arrange  for  trans- 
portation at  the  present  time,  and  will  prob- 
ably make  the  trip  in  February  or  early 
March. 

Granting  of  the  visas  to  the  Sirtizkys  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  first  such  acts  by 
the  French  government  in  authorizing  the 
travel  of  a private  citizen. 


Ashcraft 


OUR  REPRESENTATIVES  KNOW  LIGHT 

. . . Let  them  advise  on  your  requirements. 


LONG  ISLAND  CITY,  N.  Y. 


* "SIIPREX”  and  "CYCLEX”  are  registered  trade-marks  with  U.  S.  Pat.  Off.  and  are  the  sole  property  of  C.  S.  Ashcraft  Mfg.  Co. 


Our  Eastern  Representatives  Are: 

JOE  HORNSTEIN,  INC. 

630  Ninth  Avenue,  New  York  City 
J»  F.  DUS  M AN  213  N.  Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


R.  H.  O'Brien  Appointed 
Aide  to  Barney  Balaban 

NEW  YORK — Barney  Balaban,  president 
of  Paramount,  has  appointed  Robert  H. 
O’Brien  as  special  aide  and  liaison  agent.  A 
member  of  the  Securities  Exchange  Commis- 
sion for  more  than  10  years,  O’Brien’s  resig- 
nation from  the  SEC  was  accepted  by  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  on  the  eve  of  the  New  Year. 

O’Brien  joined  the  SEC  as  attorney  in  the 
registration  division  in  1934,  later  becoming 
assistant  director  of  the  corporation  finance 
division.  After  serving  as  assistant  general 
counsel,  associate  director  and  director  of  the 
public  utilities  division,  he  was  appointed  a 
commissioner  by  the  President  in  1942. 

At  Paramount  O’Brien  will  act  as  liaison 
agent  between  Balaban  and  other  officers  and 
executives  of  the  company,  particularly  the 
secretary,  the  general  counsel  and  the  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production.  In  addi- 
tion, he  will  attend  meeting  of  associations 
and  organizations  with  which  Paramount 
may  be  affiliated  or  in  the  work  of  which 
it  may  be  interested,  and  subsequently  re- 
port to  Balaban  on  the  activities  of  these 
committees  and  groups. 

Rodgers  Heads  Speakers 
At  M-G-M  Auditors'  Meet 

NEW  YORK— Heading  the  list  of  M-G-M 
home  office  speakers  to  talk  to  the  company 
field  auditors  and  Commando  Girls  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  was  William  F.  Rodgers,  vice- 
president  and  general  sales  manager. 

The  series  of  meetings  was  jointly  conduct- 
ed by  Charles  K.  Stern,  assistant  treasurer, 
and  Alan  F.  Cummings,  head  of  exchange 
operations.  An  unusual  twist  was  given  to 
the  proceedings  at  the  opening  session  when 
the  auditors  and  the  Commando  Girls  were 
asked  to  make  personal  suggestions  to  the 
home  office  executives  for  streamlining  ex- 
change operations. 

In  addition  to  Rogers,  other  speakers  in- 
cluded William  G.  Brenner,  head  of  exchange 
maintenance;  Max  Wolff,  purchasing  head; 
Harold  J.  Cleary,  who  spoke  on  the  company’s 
retirement  plan;  Pincus  Sober,  who  discussed 
salary  and  employment  laws;  William 
Gleicher  of  the  sales  department,  and  S.  S. 
Braumberg  of  the  legal  department. 

"Weapon  of  War"  Being 
Handled  Regionally 

NEW  YORK — “Weapon  of  War,”  now  be- 
ing distributed  regionally  by  the  War  Activ- 
ities Committee,  indicates  the  methods  by 
which  the  Nazis  employ  hate  propaganda 
to  spread  fear  and  disunity.  The  lessons 
are  portrayed  in  animated  form  in  the  army 
pictorial  service  cartoon.  Limited  number  of 
prints  made  regional  distribution  necessary. 

The  short  is  now  being  distributed  here 
and  in  Los  Angeles  and  additional  terri- 
tories will  be  added  as  more  prints  become 
available. 

The  film  was  originally  produced  for  the 
Army-Navy  Screen  magazine  at  the  signal 
corps  photographic  center  in  Los  Angeles. 
Shown  to  members  of  the  armed  forces,  it 
was  found  so  effective  that  public  showings 
were  decided  upon. 

Para't  Prepays  Big  Sum 
On  Funded  Obligations 

NEW  YORK — Paramount  prepaid  $1,000,000 
of  its  funded  debt  recently  which  matures 
July  1,  1945.  This  is  a part  of  the  $6,000,000 
borrowed  in  July  1944,  when  the  company 
took  into  its  consolidated  statement  the 
Paramount  Building,  and  paid  off  an  out- 
standing mortgage  on  the  property  of  about 
the  same  amount. 
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ITOA  Members  Press 
For  "Control"  Bill 

NEW  YORK — Members  of  the  ITOA  in  meet- 
ing here  discussed  Harry  Brandt’s  recent 
statement  to  the  effect  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  bill  calling  for  a state  commis- 
sion to  control  the  industry  in  New  York 
would  be  delayed  pending  consent  decree  con- 
ferences with  Judge  Goddard  on  clearances. 

The  members  insisted  no  signs  of  relief 
have  been  forthcoming  and  voted  to  again 
refer  the  bill  to  the  film  committee  and 
President  Brandt  for  immediate  action. 

Members  also  attacked  moveovers  from 
Manhattan  first  runs,  thereby  delaying  clear- 
ances; declared  weekend  percentage  bookings 
forced  by  distributors  in  contracts  exceeded 
the  year’s  total  of  weekends,  and  discussed 
at  some  length  the  price  designations  on  new 
product. 

John  Maloney  Takes  Dimes 
Drive  Job  in  Western  Pa. 

PITTSBURGH — John  Maloney,  Loew  dis- 
trict manager,  has  been  elected  distributor 
chairman  for  the  March  of  Dimes  drive.  His 
choice  was  unanimous  at  a meeting  of  west- 
ern Pennsylvania  committeemen  .held  in  the 
office  of  M.  A.  Silver,  chairman  for  this  area. 

All  branch  managers  and  representatives  of 
independent  exhibitors  were  present.  Morris 
Finkel,  president  of  the  independents,  was 
named  assistant  chairman. 

Exchange  salesmen  will  work  under  the 
direction  of  the  following  branch  managers: 
F.  D.  Moore,  Warners;  Pete  Dana,  Univer- 
sal; Dave  Kimmelman,  Paramount;  Herman 
Beiersdorf,  20th-Fox;  Arthur  Levy,  Colum- 
bia; Sam  Feinberg,  Monogram;  Morris 
Lefko,  RKO;  Saal  Gottlieb,  Loew’s;  Bill 
Sharkin,  UA;  Perry  Nathan,  National  Screen. 
Collections  will  be  made  in  607  theatres  in 
the  exchange  area. 


Below. — Martin  Starr  inter- 
views Bernard  Kreisler,  Van- 
guard vice-president,  in  the 
lobby. 


QUITE  A JAM  — Lester 
Cowan’s  “To  morrow  the 
World,”  UA  release,  had  one 
of  those  celebrity-studded 
openings  at  the  Globe,  New 
York,  that  caused  a traffic 
jam  and  gave  it  an  excellent 
start.  It  was  the  opening  of 
the  drive  for  the  Wendell 
Willkie  Memorial  Fund,  too. 


See  Small  Cut  in  Raw  Stock  Quotas ; 
Slight  Increase  Later  Is  Expected 


Mrs.  P.  Mortimer  Lewis 
Dies  at  Atlantic  City 

PHILADELPHIA  — Mrs.  Eleanor  Lewis, 
wife  of  P.  Mortimer  Lewis,  owner  of  a string 
of  Atlantic  City  motion  picture  theatres, 
died  December  28  in  Atlantic  City  Hospital 
after  a heart  attack  at  her  home  in  the 
Haverford  Apartment  Hotel  there. 

Mrs.  Lewis  was  the  daughter  of  the  late 
John  E.  McDonough  of  Philadelphia,  who 
for  many  years  managed  the  Walnut  Street 
Theatre. 

She  was  a member  of  the  Dames  of  the 
Loyal  Legion  and  was  past  president  and 
vice-president  for  several  years  of  the  At- 
lantic City  Visiting  Nurse  and  Tuberculosis 
Ass’n. 

Besides  her  husband,  she  is  survived  by 
two  sons,  John  C.  and  Lieut.  Paul  A.  Lewis, 
and  a daughter,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Kerr. 

W.  L,  Titus  Jr.  New  Republic 
Branch  Operations  Head 

NEW  YORK — James  R.  Grainger,  head  of 
Republic  Pictures,  has  appointed  Walter  L. 
Titus  jr.  as  executive  assistant  in  charge  of 
branch  operations.  He  will  leave  immediate- 
ly for  a tour  of  exchanges,  accompanied  by 
E.  L.  Walton,  assistant  general  sales  man- 
ager. 


"Keys"  Is  Screened 

ALBANY — Twentieth-Fox  held  a special 
holiday  showing  for  exchange  employes  of 
“The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom.”  Due  to  its 
Catholic  theme,  the  picture  is  expected  to 
do  big  business  in  Albany,  Troy,  Schenec- 
tady, Gloversville,  Glens  Falls,  Utica  and 
other  key  spots. 


Plans  Are  Complete 
For  Meakin  Dinner 

WASHINGTON— RKO  officials  invited  to 
attend  the  testimonial  dinner  to  Hardie 
Meakin  were  announced  last  week  by  the  Va- 
riety Club.  The  dinner,  to  be  held  January 
15  at  the  Willard  Hotel,  will  honor  the  new 
assistant  general  zone  manager  for  RKO 
theatres  in  the  Cincinnati  area. 

On  the  RKO  roster  of  invited  guests  are 
Ned  Depinet,  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  S.  A. 
Schwartz,  William  H.  Howard,  J.  N.  Bren- 
nan, Harry  Mandel,  S.  Barret  McCormick, 
Terry  Turner,  Harry  Reiners,  N.  Peter  Rath- 
von,  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  O.  R.  McMahon, 
Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson,  David  Canavan,  Bob 
Mochrie,  and  Nat  Levy. 

Also  invited  are  Maury  White,  Nate  Blum- 
berg,  and  Fred  Meyers,  Universal,  and  Abel 
Green. 

Officials  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in- 
vited are  Commissioner  John  Russell  Young, 
president,  board  of  commissioners;  Guy  Ma- 
son, engineer  commissioner;  C.  W.  Kutz, 
Charles  Stofberg,  special  assistant  to  Com- 
missioner Young,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Albert  L. 
Cox,  former  provost  marshal  for  this  area. 

Representing  the  White  House  will  be 
Presidential  Aides  Steve  Early  and  William 
D.  Hassett.  From  the  treasury  department 
will  be  Ted  R.  Gamble. 

In  charge  of  the  tickets,  which  cost  $6  per 
person,  are  Sam  Wheeler,  Variety’s  general 
ticket  chairman,  and  Harry  Bachman,  his 
aide  for  the  event.  The  affair  will  be  stag. 

Meakin  is  a real  veteran  of  the  industry, 
dating  back  to  the  early  days. 


WASHINGTON  — Following  an  all  after- 
noon closed  session  on  Thursday  between 
Lincoln  Burrows,  War  Production  Board  ex- 
ecutive, and  industry  leaders,  there  was  no 
definite  allocation  of  film  set,  but  it  was 
expected  that  the  cut  in  raw  stocks  will  be 
well  under  10  per  cent.  Another  meeting  to 
discuss  the  matter  will  be  held  within  the 
next  two  weeks,  probably  in  New  York  City. 

Better  representation  for  the  independent 
producers,  with  Neil  Agnew  and  Walter  Titus 
both  urging  the  need  for  other  independents 
to  be  present  at  the  next  meeting,  was  a 
principal  topic  of  discussion. 

Burrows  lauded  the  industry  for  its  co- 
operation and  emphasized  the  fact  that  the 
need  for  reductions  in  raw  stock  is  “just 
one  more  headache”  during  the  exigency  of 
war.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  status  quo 
in  film  allocation  will  remain  insofar  as  it 
affects  apportionment  between  the  larger 
and  smaller  companies.  Burrows  pointed  out 
that  while  there  is  a need  for  a cut  in  raw 
stocks  for  this,  the  first  quarter,  he  feels 
slightly  optimistic  about  the  possibility  of  a 
slight  increase  for  the  next  quarter. 

Letters  are  to  be  sent  to  film  executives 
with  suggestions  on  how  the  raw  stock  may 
be  proportioned,  so  that  the  subject  may  be 
discussed  in  detail  at  the  next  meeting. 

Present  for  the  industry  were  Barney  Bala- 
ban,  Steve  Broidy,  Tom  Connors,  John 
O’Connor,  Peter  Rathvon,  William  F.  Rod- 
gers, Walter  Titus  jr.,  Gradwell  Sears,  John 
Wood  jr.  and  Neil  Agnew. 


"Burma"  Showings  Jan.  22 
NEW  YORK — Warners  will  hold  national 
tradeshowings  of  “Objective,  Burma,”  Errol 
Flynn  starring  film,  January  22,  announced 
Ben  Kalmenson,  general  sales  manager. 
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TWTax  Milder,  Warners  managing  director  in 

* Great  Britain,  is  here  for  conferences 
with  home  office  executives.  He  expects  to 
return  to  his  London  headquarters  at  the 
end  of  the  month  . . . Louise  Randall  Pier- 
son, author  of  “Roughly  Speaking,’’  which 
Warners  will  premiere  on  Broadway  next 
month,  is  due  here  shortly  from  the  coast. 

H.  M.  Bessey,  Altec  vice-president,  is  back 
in  town  from  a visit  to  the  company’s  Bos- 
ton and  Philadelphia  district  offices.  Stanley 
Hand,  Altec  staff  representative,  has  also 
returned  after  a sales  survey  of  the  Phila- 
delphia district  . . . New  York  is  not  the 
only  town  in  which  hotel  accommodations  are 
practically  nonexistent.  Witness  the  case  of 
Jerry  Mason,  executive  editor  of  This  Week 
magazine,  who  has  taken  up  light  house- 
keeping at  the  Columbia  studio  lot,  following 
his  failure  to  secure  a reservation  at  any 
Hollywood  hotel. 

Lou  Irwin,  Hollywood  agent,  was  in  on  a 
combined  business  and  vacation  trip  . . . 
Robert  Hawkinson,  RKO  assistant  foreign 
manager  for  RKO,  is  slated  to  leave  some 
time  next  month  for  Latin  America  . . . 
Lieut.  George  F.  Putnam,  former  NBC  news 
analyst  and  narrator  for  20th-Fox  Movie- 
tone News,  is  now  serving  as  liaison  officer 
to  the  armed  forces  radio  service.  He  has 
been  ordered  to  the  Pacific  area  from  Wash- 
ington to  make  a survey  of  the  radio  needs 
of  marine  corps  units. 


Y 


HOLIDAY  CELEBRANTS  — Ned  E. 
Depinet,  president  of  RKO  Radio,  takes 
time  out  from  the  company’s  holiday 
party  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  for  a chat 
with  Virginia  Mayo,  who  has  the  lead- 
ing role  in  Bob  Hope’s  “The  Princess 
and  the  Pirate.” 


gave  birth  to  a girl  . . . Judy  Clark,  star  of 
PRC’s  “Minstrel  Man,”  whose  next  film  for 
the  company  will  be  “The  Kid  Sister,”  re- 
turned to  the  coast  after  spending  the 
Christmas  holidays  in  town  with  her  family. 

Richard  F.  Walsh,  president  of  the  IATSE, 
accompanied  by  William  P.  Raoul,  assist- 
ant president  of  the  Alliance,  left  for  Port- 
land, Ore.,  to  take  part  in  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  the  stagehands’  union  there.  From 
Portland  they  proceeded  to  Minneapolis  to 
attend  the  midwinter  meeting  of  the  IA’s 
general  executive  board,  slated  for  the  week 
of  January  15. 


Brumberg  Is  Named  Head 
Of  Warner  Field  Staff 

NEW  YORK — William  F.  Brumberg,  for- 
merly a member  of  Warners  field  public  rela- 
tions staff  with  Cleveland  headquarters,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  home  office  in  charge 
of  field  service  men  by  Mort  Blumenstock, 
eastern  chief  of  advertising  and  publicity. 

Brumberg  succeeds  Irving  Yergin,  recently 
promoted  as  assistant  to  Steve  Trilling  and 
Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer,  at  the 
coast  studios. 

Brumberg  has  been  associated  with  War- 
ners for  more  than  20  years.  He  has  held 
posts  in  many  branches  of  the  organiza- 
tion, having  served  as  branch  manager,  short 
subjects  buyer  and  roadshow  manager. 

In  his  new  post,  Brumberg  will  work  di- 
rectly for  Larry  Golob,  eastern  publicity  man- 
ager. 


Milt  Silver  had  a physical  checkup  at  the 
Beth  Israel  Hospital  recently  . . . Betty 
Asher  of  the  M-G-M  studio  publicity  depart- 
ment was  in  town  . . . Charles  Levy,  former 
manager  of  the  RKO  advertising  and  pub- 
licity department’s  special  feature  service, 
has  taken  over  the  duties  of  publicity  direc- 
tor in  the  east  for  Walt  Disney  Produc- 
tions. He  succeeds  Toni  Spitzer,  who  re- 
signed recently. 

Larry  Kent,  representative  for  20th-Fox  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Gaumont  Brit- 
ish circuit,  has  gone  to  England  to  assume 
his  new  duties.  He  was  executive  assistant 
to  Spyros  Skouras,  20th-Fox  president,  prior 
to  his  appointment . . . Ben  Miggins,  20th-Fox 
Continental  European  manager,  observed  his 
43nd  year  in  the  film  industry  . . . Murray 
LeBoss,  general  manager  of  Cinema  circuit, 
and  Mrs.  LeBoss  became  parents  of  a son 
recently. 

H.  Alban  Mestanza,  head  of  foreign  lan- 
guage production  for  Monogram,  and  Elaine 
Henno,  also  of  the  foreign  department,  were 
married  . . . Kate  Horowitz,  former  secre- 
tary to  Joseph  H.  Hazen  at  Warners,  has 
been  named  secretary  to  Ben  Kalmenson, 
general  sales  manager  for  the  company  . . . 
Upon  completion  of  “The  Big  Sleep”  at  the 
Warner  coast  studio,  Humphrey  Bogart, 
Howard  Hawks,  Mrs.  Hawks  and  Lauren 
Bacall  will  come  to  town  for  a short  stay. 

Sidney  S.  Kulick,  PRC’s  eastern  district 
sales  manager,  is  on  a three-week  trip  to 
close  first  run  situations  and  circuit  deals 
in  Buffalo,  Scranton,  Philadelphia  and 
Pittsburgh. 

Errol  Flynn  was  expected  from  the  coast 
to  confer  with  publishers  on  plans  for  get- 
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ting  out  his  new  novel,  “The  Longbow”  . . . 
Mademoiselle,  women’s  magazine,  has  chosen 
Lauren  Bacall  as  one  of  the  year’s  ten  out- 
standing women.  Miss  Bacall  has  been  pre- 
sented a merit  award  and  is  the  subject  of 
a feature  article  in  the  January  issue. 

Sgt.  Burt  Balaban,  marine  combat  photog- 
rapher, and  son  of  Barney  Balaban,  Para- 
mount president,  is  on  the  coast  for  re- 
assignment after  a month’s  furlough  spent 
with  his  family  in  town  . . . Margaret 
O’Brien,  M-G-M  child  star,  will  open  the 
March  of  Dimes  drive  from  Washington  with 
a radio  broadcast. 

J.  Robert  Rubin,  Loew’s  vice-president  and 
general  counsel,  left  for  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  for 
a vacation. 

Sgt.  Nat  Gartsman,  member  of  Mort  Blu- 
menstock’s  eastern  advertising-publicity  staff 
before  his  entry  into  the  armed  forces,  is 
in  town  on  a furlough  after  more  than  two 
years  of  service  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Steve  Trilling,  assistant  to  Jack  L.  War- 
ner, executive  producer  for  Warners,  returned 
to  the  coast  following  conferences  here  on 
new  talent  and  story  properties. 

A1  Hemsing,  acting  chief  of  the  nonthe- 
atrical operations  of  the  overseas  motion 
picture  bureau  of  the  OWI,  was  married  re- 
cently to  Esther  Davidson. 

Lynn  Farnol  left  for  the  coast  to  assume 
the  post  of  advertising  and  publicity  di- 
rector for  Samuel  Goldwyn  Productions  . . . 
Harry  N.  Blair,  PRC’s  eastern  advertising 
and  publicity  manager,  was  in  Philadelphia 
and  Wilmington  setting  up  advance  cam- 
paigns on  “Bluebeard.” 

Helen  O’Dea,  secretary  to  Harry  Buckley, 
UA  executive,  was  married  recently  to  Thom- 
as Mullen  of  the  U.S.  navy. 

Eleanor  Mulchrone  Pirschel,  secretary  to 
W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  president,  re- 
turned to  the  company’s  coast  studio  after 
a six-month  absence,  during  which  time  she 


Office  Union  Conferences 
Will  Resume  January  8 

NEW  YORK — Resumption  of  the  meetings 
between  the  Screen  Office  and  Professional 
Employes  Guild,  Local  109,  CIO,  and  RKO, 
Paramount,  20th-Fox,  Columbia  and  Loew’s 
has  been  definitely  set  for  January  8.  Ses- 
sions were  interrupted  several  weeks  ago  by 
the  illness  of  Commissioner  James  W.  Fitz- 
patrick of  the  U.S.  conciliation  service,  who 
was  called  in  to  mediate  the  dispute. 

Affected  in  the  negotiations  are  more 
than  2,000  “white  collar  workers”  in  the 
home  offices  of  the  five  companies.  In- 
volved in  the  discussions  are  job  classifica- 
tions and  wage  scale  considerations. 

N.  Y.  Theatre  Bond  Sales 
Hit  $41,284,464  Figure 

NEW  YORK— A total  of  $41,284,464  in  E 
bonds  was  sold  in  theatres  in  the  New  York 
area  during  the  period  from  November  1 to 
December  24.  This  is  an  increase  of  $9,468,- 
837  over  the  same  period  in  the  Fifth  War 
Loan,  and  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  industry  area 
chairman,  anticipates  the  results  from  the 
final  week  will  add  considerably  to  the  new 
high. 


Samuel  Bronston  Gaining 

NEW  YORK — Condition  of  Samuel  Bron- 
ston, producer  who  releases  through  United 
Artists,  was  reported  as  good  at  St.  Vin- 
cent’s Hospital,  where  he  is  undergoing 
treatment  for  a stomach  ailment.  Until  re- 
cently, he  has  been  on  the  serious  list  at 
the  hospital. 


"Mr.  Emmanuel"  Opens 

NEW  YORK — “Mr.  Emmanuel”  produced  in 
England  by  Two  Cities  for  UA  release,  opened 
at  the  Gotham  Theatre  January  6. 


Top  Role  in  "Ten  Cents  a Dance" 

Dorothea  Kent  has  been  handed  a top 
role  in  Columbia’s  f’Ten  Cents  a Dance.” 
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Republic  Announces 
3 Sales  Conclaves 


Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


NEW  YORK — A series  of  three  regional 
sales  meetings,  to  be  held  this  month  in  New 
York,  Chicago  and  the  company’s  North 
Hollywood  studios,  have  been  announced  by 
James  R.  Grainger,  president  of  Republic, 
following  his  return  from  a month’s  sales  trip 
throughout  the  country.  During  the  meet- 
ings, Grainger  will  confer  with  home  office 
executives,  district  and  branch  managers. 

Yates  to  Speak  at  All  Sessions 

Herbert  J.  Yates  sr.,  chairman  of  the  board, 
will  speak  at  all  the  sessions,  and  topics  of 
discussions  will  include  such  films  as  “Lake 
Placid  Serenade,”  “Flame  of  the  Barbary 
Coast,”  “Earl  Carroll  Vanities”  and  “The 
Amazing  Mr.  M.”  Also  coming  in  for  its  share 
of  attention  will  be  a determination  of  forth- 
coming productions  slated  to  go  into  work 
during  the  next  three  months.  It  is  antici- 
pated musicals  will  receive  more  attention. 

E.  L.  Walton,  assistant  general  sales  man- 
ager, will  attend  all  meetings.  First  session 
is  slated  for  January  8-10  at  the  New  York 
Athletic  Club.  The  New  England,  eastern 
and  central  divisions,  headed  by  district  sales 
managers,  Jack  Davis,  Maxwell  Gillis  and 
Sam  Seplowin,  respectively,  will  be  represent- 
ed by  Branch  Managers  Arthur  Newman,  Al- 
bany; Jack  Bellman,  Buffalo;  Jerome  Lewis, 
New  Haven;  Joseph  Engel,  Philadelphia; 
Jake  Flax,  Washington;  Sam  P.  Gorrel, 
Cleveland;  George  H.  Kirby,  Cincinnati;  I. 
H.  Pollard,  Detroit;  E.  H.  Brauer,  Indian- 
apolis; Sydney  Lehman,  Pittsburgh;  A.  Wei- 
ner, recently  named  Boston  sales  manager, 
and  G.  C.  Schaefer,  New  York  sales  manager. 

Chicago  and  Coast  Confabs 

A.  W.  Perry,  general  manager  of  Empire 
Universal  Films,  Ltd.,  Republic’s  Canadian 
distributors,  and  A.  J.  Laurie,  Republic’s 
Canadian  sales  manager,  will  also  be  present 
at  the  New  York  meetings.  Home  office 
representatives  will  include  Walter  L.  Titus 
jr.,  Albert  Schiller,  Si  Borus,  E.  H.  Seifert, 
A.  E.  Fox,  Fred  W.  Franke,  Charles  Reed 
Jones  and  Steve  Edwards. 

The  meeting  in  Chicago  is  slated  for  Janu- 
ary 11-13  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel.  Messrs. 
Yates,  Grainger  and  Walton,  accompanied  by 
District  Sales  Managers  Davis,  Gillis  and 
Seplowin,  and  Home  Office  Representatives 
Titus,  Schiller,  Borus  and  Seifert,  will  con- 
fer with  Central  District  Sales  Manager  Will 
Baker,  Southern  District  Sales  Manager  Mer- 
ritt Davis  and  Western  District  Sales  Man- 
ager Francis  Bateman.  Also  present  will  be 
Branch  Managers  Winfield  Snelson,  Atlanta; 
Harold  Laird,  Tampa;  J.  H.  Dillon,  Charlotte; 
L.  V.  Seicshnaydre,  New  Orleans;  Lew  H. 
Andrews,  Memphis;  N.  J.  Colquhoun,  Dallas; 
Glen  Alt,  Oklahoma  City;  William  Feld,  Des 
Moines;  J.  G.  Frackman,  Milwaukee;  W.  M. 
Grant,  Minneapolis;  Harry  Lefholtz,  Omaha; 
Nat  E.  Steinberg,  St.  Louis,  and  Franchise 
Holder  Robert  F.  Withers,  Kansas  City. 
Special  Representatives  J.  V.  Scully,  G.  D. 
Milford  and  John  A.  Alexander  will  also  at- 
tend the  Chicago  sessions. 

The  coast  meetings  will  be  held  at  the 
company’s  studio  January  22-23,  and  will  be 
attended  by  Yates,  Grainger  and  Walton; 
Western  District  Sales  Manager  Francis 
Bateman,  and  sales  representatives  from  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Seattle,  Portland, 
Salt  Lake  City  and  Denver. 


Guild  Makes  $10,000  Buy 

NEW  YORK — Jonas  Rosenfield  jr.,  acting 
for  the  Screen  Publicists  Guild,  purchased 
$10,000  worth  of  F bonds  at  the  Times 
Square  Statue  of  Liberty  from  Raymond 
Massey.  Charles  Wright,  guild  treasurer; 
Vivien  Moses,  second  vice-president,  and  A1 
Hirsch,  secretary,  were  in  the  group. 


•THIS  column  asked  a number  of  circuit 
heads,  managers  and  exchange  men  to 
comment  on  their  New  Year’s  resolutions. 
Practically  all  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
war  might  toe  terminated  quickly  and  added 
that  they  would  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  bring  this  about.  Their  comments  follow: 

Leonard  Goldenson,  president  of  Para- 
mount Theatre  Service  Corp.:  “We  all  hope 
for  a speedy  conclusion  to  the  war  so  that 
Paramount  employes  as  well  as  those  of  other 
companies  will  return  to  their  former  jobs 
to  take  up  where  they  left  off.  When  this 
hope  is  realized  we  will  all  be  able  to  go  for- 
ward to  a brighter  future.” 

James  M.  Brennan,  general  manager  of 
RKO’s  metropolitan  theatres;  “No  matter 
how  effective  our  past  efforts  have  been  in 
support  of  the  war  effort,  let  us  resolve  to 
redouble  them  for  the  coming  year.” 

Want  the  War  to  End 

Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Loew’s  executive: 
“While  I have  resolved  so  far  to  make  no 
resolutions  whatever,  I feel  it  is  appropriate 
at  this  time  to  rededicate  ourselves  to  the 
task  of  doing  everything  in  our  power  to 
aid  the  war  effort  so  that  our  boys  may  come 
back  to  us  sooner.” 

Samuel  Rosen,  treasurer  of  Fabian  circuit: 
“With  a prayer,  I offer  the  resolution  to  work 
a little  harder,  give  a little  more  time  and 
accomplish  just  a little  more  in  the  war 
effort  so  that  peace  may  come  to  a troubled 
world  just  a little  sooner.” 

Morris  Sanders,  sales  supervisor,  20th-Fox 
exchange:  “Let’s  do  everything  possible  to 
hasten  a victorious  conclusion  of  the  war.” 

Paul  Binstock,  manager  of  the  R&B 
Sheepshead:  “My  sole  1945  resolution  is  to 
visit  more  government  hospitals  with  stage 
shows  for  the  disabled  veterans  of  World 
War  II.  We  recently  visited  Mason  General 
Hospital,  Brentwood,  L.  I.,  where  we  staged 
shows  in  the  wards  and  distributed  1,000 
Christmas  gifts.  It  was  the  first  time  I was 
privileged  to  take  part  in  such  a marvelous 
undertaking  and  I have  resolved  to  go  again 
and  again  during  1945  at  every  possible  op- 
portunity.” 


News  Potpourri:  Barney  Kleid,  popular 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  salesman  who 
spent  a few  months  in  the  south,  has  re- 
turned to  his  former  duties  at  the  44th  St. 
branch  again  calling  on  exhibitors  . . . How- 
ard Lesser,  Callicoon,  N.  Y.  exhibitor,  was  a 
visitor  to  Filmrow  with  his  son.  He  showed 
his  son  the  sights  while  in  Father  Knicker- 
bocker’s bailiwick. 


Exhibitors  Louis  Frisch  and  Herman 
Becker  and  Exchange  Man  Phil  Hodes  are 
basking  in  the  Florida  sunshine  . . . Lieut. 
Edward  Stem,  now  in  England,  sent  a Christ- 
mas card  to  Jean  Slade,  RKO  booker. 


Application  of  the  Film  Exchange  IATSE 
Local  B51  for  a ten  per  cent  wage  increase 
is  before  the  Regional  War  Labor  Board  for 
approval.  The  increase,  approved  jointly  by 
the  union  and  the  distributors,  is  retroactive 
to  December  1,  1942.  If  approved,  the  de- 
cision is  to  apply  to  exchange  employes  unions 
in  Albany  and  Buffalo  as  well  as  in  New 
York. 


Independent  Theatres  Service,  Inc.,  is  the 
corporate  name  of  the  new  booking  combine 
being  organized  by  New  Jersey  exhibitors. 
One  of  the  organizers  said  about  75  exhibi- 
tors are  expected  to  become  members  at  the 


start.  Officers  have  not  yet  been  elected, 
although  organization  plans  are  proceeding. 


Century  circuit  personnel  changes:  Saul 
the  armed  forces  is  the  new  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Avalon  . . . Phil  Seed,  assistant 
at  the  same  house,  has  been  transferred  to 
Renick,  who  recently  was  discharged  from 
the  Nostrand  . . . Irwin  Aueiback,  formerly 
assistant  at  the  Nostrand,  is  the  new  as- 
sistant at  the  Elm  . . . Milton  Freund,  ex- 
assistant at  the  Elm,  is  now  at  the  Linden 
. . . Walter  Robertson,  assistant  at  the  Lin- 
den, has  been  shifted  to  the  Floral. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  J.  Dacey  jr.  are  the  par- 
ents of  baby  boy  born  in  the  Bronxville 
Hospital  on  the  last  day  of  1944.  The  baby, 
who  will  be  named  John  J.  Dacey  III,  is  the 
grandson  of  John  J.  Dacey,  short  subjects 
sales  manager  at  the  RKO  exchange,  a vet- 
eran of  the  industry. 


Exhibitor  Paul  Raisler  of  the  Utopia, 
Queens,  sold  more  than  3,300  bonds  for  a total 
of  upward  of  $500,000  at  the  600-seater, 
during  the  Sixth  War  Loan.  Raisler  was  a 
member  of  the  Honored  Hundred  during  the 
Fourth  War  Loan.  His  new  bond  sales  record 
tops  the  fourth  and  fifth  loan  marks. 


The  Hampton  Bays  Theatre,  Hampton 
Bays,  L.  I.,  has  reopened  with  Joseph  Valente 
directing  operations  . . . The  Island  circuit, 
a buying  and  booking  combine,  now  has  61 
members  . . . Henry  Siegel,  of  the  Mermaid, 
Brooklyn,  is  a grandfather  . . . Irving  Pinsker, 
Hempstead  exhibitor,  and  his  son  Allan,  a 
Hempstead  high  school  student,  saw  the 
sights  together  during  the  holidays  . . . 
Some  of  the  Metro  exchange  offices  are  being 
reshuffled  to  permit  more  storage  space. 


Local  equipment  dealers  modernizing  the- 
atres in  this  area  are  finding  it  increasingly 
difficult  to  obtain  replacement  parts  because 
of  the  war  . . . Ralph  Pielow,  Metro’s  New 
\ork  branch  manager  and  formerly  of  that 
company’s  exchange  in  Albany,  was  a Christ- 
mas weekend  visitor  in  the  state  capital  to 
see  old  friends  . . . Edward  Suess,  Albany 
office  manager  for  M-G-M,  spent  a week’s 
vacation  here. 


Columbia  notes;  Moe  Fraum  and  Jack 
Sokoloff,  salesmen,  were  vacationing  . . . 
Branch  Manager  Saul  Trauner  was  a victim 
of  the  grippe  . . . John  Fernicola  and  Abe 
Blumstein,  respectively  upstate  and  New  York 
City  salesmen  for  20th-Fox,  are  vacationing 
in  the  south  . . . The  Square  Theatre,  46 
Broadway,  Brooklyn,  is  now  being  booked 
through  the  Island  circuit  . . . Paramount 
exchange  executives,  salesmen  and  bookers 
have  received  the  25  per  cent  balance  of  their 
incentive  bonus  for  1943.  Seventy-five  per 
cent  was  paid  last  June. 


Rose  Barrison,  Century  Brooklyn  circuit 
booker,  has  resigned.  Her  duties  will  be 
assumed  by  Elmer  M.  Sichel,  Long  Island 
booker,  who  will  become  head  booker  . . . 
Dave  Burkan,  United  Artists  city  salesman 
who  is  on  a leave  of  absence  due  to  his 
health,  was  a visitor  to  the  exchange  during 
the  holidays  . . . Helen  Duffy,  print  booker 
at  Universal,  has  become  news  print  booker 
at  the  company’s  home  office. 


The  regional  War  Labor  Board  has  sched- 
uled a hearing  for  January  16  at  10  a.  m. 
into  the  contract  dispute  between  RKO  The- 
atres and  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Oper- 
ating Managers  and  Assistant  Managers 
Guild.  The  case  recently  was  certified  to 
the  WLB  by  the  state  mediation  board. 


BOXOFFICE  : : January  6,  1945 


49 


Records  Are  Smashed 
By  Broadway  Houses 

NEW  YORK — Holiday  trade  at  the  Broad- 
way first  runs  was  excellent.  Two  records 
were  definitely  smashed  and  several  other 
grosses  were  close  to  record-breaking. 

Universal's  “Can’t  Help  Singing’’  broke 
the  all-time  record  of  Loew’s  Criterion  by  a 
comfortable  margin  after  the  mark  had  with- 
stood several  near  misses  since  September 
1936,  when  the  house  was  opened. 

Gus  Eyssell,  Radio  City  Music  Hall  man- 
aging director,  announced  that  the  all-time 
record  gross  established  by  “Top  Hat”  in 
1935  was  cracked  by  the  third  weeks’  take 
of  “National  Velvet.”  The  five-day  holiday 
weekend  of  “Velvet”  broke  all  boxoffice  rec- 
ords, making  possible  the  new  mark  for  the 
week.  “Velvet”  bested  by  about  eight  per 
cent  the  previous  record  held  by  “Top  Hat.” 

Other  films  that  came  close  to  breaking 
house  records  were:  “Winged  Victory”  at  the 
Roxy;  “Here  Come  the  WAVES,”  at  the 
Paramount;  “Music  for  Millions”  at  the 
Capitol  and  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  at 
the  Rivoli. 

The  gross  for  “Here  Come  the  WAVES’ 
was  only  a small  amount  behind  that  for 
“Lady  in  the  Dark,”  which  established  an  all- 
time  record  at  the  Paramount  during  Easter, 
1944.  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  was  ahead 
by  sizable  amount  compared  with  the  first 
week  of  “Song  of  Bernadette.”  “Bernadette” 
had  an  extended  engagement  at  the  Rivoli. 
“Kingdom"  went  ahead  of  “Bernadette”  in 
spite  of  the  latter’s  $1.70  top  and  its  own 
$1.50  top. 

United  Artists’  “Three  Is  a Family,”  after 
its  third  and  final  week  at  the  Gotham  was 
succeeded  by  another  UA  release,  “Mr.  Em- 
manuel,” based  on  the  novel  by  Louis 
Golding. 


(Average  is  100) 

Astor — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 230 

Capitol — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  plus  stage 

show,  2nd  wk 185 

Criterion — Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ) 250 

Hollywood — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

12th  wk 145 

Palace — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO)  165 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) , 

plus  stage  show  215 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — National  Velvet  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show,  3rd  wk 170 

Rialto — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  3rd  wk 165 

Rivoli — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) ... 285 

Roxy — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show,  2nd  wk 250 

Strand — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  plus  stage 

show,  3rd  wk 215 


"Canteen"  and  "Pirate"  Grab  Most 
Of  Heavy  Philadelphia  Money 

PHILADELPHIA — Two  smash  hits  grabbed 
off  most  of  the  heavy  money  in  the  center 
city  last  week.  “Hollywood  Canteen”  at  the 
Mastbaum  and  “The  Princess  and  the  Pi- 
rate” at  the  Stanley  have  played  to  packed 
houses  all  week.  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
is  also  doing  superlative  business. 

Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Arcadia — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M),  5th  d.  t.  wk...l65 


Boyd — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk ,.170 

Earle — Shadows  in  the  Night  (Col),  plus 

Sammy  Kaye  orchestra  on  stage  175 

Fox — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 180 

Karlton — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 150 

Keith's — Casanova  Brown  (RKO) 140 

Mastbaum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 260 

Stanley — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO) 240 

Stanton — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO),  2nd  wk 165 


Previous  Week 

PHILADELPHIA  — “Frenchman’s  Creek” 
was  the  standout  picture  in  the  week  end- 
ing just  before  Christmas.  “Tall  in  the 
Saddle,”  playing  at  the  Stanton,  was  a great 
surprise,  doing  exceedingly  well  at  the  box- 
office.  Other  downtown  filmers  did  very 
well  in  spite  of  the  stores  being  open  in  the 
evenings. 

Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 170 


HOLIDAY  DECORATIONS— It’s  a tal- 
ent hunt  by  Charles  Rogers.  He  stopped 
in  Chicago  en  route  east  to  look  over 
Varga  models.  Varga,  the  Esquire  artist, 
is  supposed  to  be  writing  their  names 
Irene  Pavlou,  Marie  Horvath,  Rhodora 
Hoveler  and  Bernadine  Stanley.  Rogers 
has  just  produced  “Delightfully  Danger- 
ous.” 


Ross  Federal  Checker 
Wins  $10,000  in  Suit 

COEUR  D’ALENE,  IDA.— Ralph  V.  Brow- 
der, Ross  Federal  checker,  has  been  awarded 
$10,000  damages  by  a federal  court  jury  here, 
in  his  suit  against  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fulton  Cook, 
owners  of  the  Bungalow  Theatre,  St.  Maries. 
Charging  the  exhibitors  had  called  him  a 
“stool  pigeon,  a peeping  Tom,  and  a Jekyll 
and  Hyde,”  Browder  originally  brought  suit 
for  $25,000. 

In  addition  Browder,  who  is  also  the  local 
postmaster,  was  awarded  $500  damages 
against  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Quane,  publishers 
of  the  local  Gazette-Record,  because  of  a 
story  printed  in  that  periodical. 


Arcadia — Doughgirls  (WB),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 140 

Boyd — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para) 200 

Earle — Strange  Affair  (Col),  plus  Vaughn 

Monroe  and  orchestra  on  stage  150 

Fox — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 135 

Karlton — Laura  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 175 

Keith's — Casanova  Brown  (RKO),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 135 

Mastbaum — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO), 

3rd  wk 130 

Stanley — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) 120 

Stanton — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 195 


Holiday  Doldrums  Are  Ended 
Despite  Storms  in  Buffalo 

BUFFALO — Boxoffice  take  climbed  out  of 
the  holiday  doldrums  here  despite  a con- 
tinuation of  the  snow  storm  and  a late  De- 
cember thaw  that  crippled  traffic  for  two 
days.  “Can’t  Help  Singing”  and  “Dead 
Man’s  Eyes”  at  the  Lafayette  and  “Experi- 
ment Perilous”  and  “Girl  Rush”  at  the  Cen- 
tury recorded  200  per  cent  of  average. 
“Frenchman’s  Creek”  at  the  Lakes  and  “The 
Doughgirls”  were  going  into  second  weeks, 
managements  of  both  those  houses  appar- 
ently feeling  the  storm  held  down  grosses. 
Both  were  doing  better  as  the  extended  runs 
got  under  way  and  weather  conditions  im- 
proved. 


Buffalo — The  Doughgirls  (WB) 75 

Great  Lakes — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para) 153 

Hippodrome — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M);  One 
Body  Too  Many  (Para),  2nd  d.  t.  wk.,  moveover..]  15 
Lafayette — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Dead 

Man's  Eyes  (Univ) 200 

20th  Century — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO); 

Girl  Rush  (RKO)  200 


Radio  and  Stage  to  Aid 
Columbia  Talent  Hunt 

NEW  YORK — Columbia  is  sponsoring  a 
national  talent  search  to  discover  America’s 
best  amateur  dramatic  actress  and  start  her 
on  a career.  The  campaign  is  known  as 
“The  George  Sand  Memorial  Talent  Search,” 
and  is  being  worked  out  in  cooperation  with 
many  stations  of  CBS  and  the  American 
Academy  of  Dramatic  Arts.  It  will  be  car- 
ried to  every  section  of  the  country  in  con- 
nection with  the  showings  of  the  Columbia 
film,  “A  Song  to  Remember.” 

The  contest  takes  its  name  from  Madame 
George  Sand,  outstanding  feminist  of  the 
19th  century,  and  a leading  character  in  the 
film. 

Big  Scope  of  Campaign 

Scope  of  the  campaign  includes  the  use  of 
intensive  radio,  newspaper  and  department 
store  cooperation.  At  the  present,  some  38 
CBS  stations  will  conduct  the  search  in  their 
communities.  The  contest,  limited  to  girls 
between  18  and  25,  Who  have  had  no  pro- 
fessional experience  on  the  stage,  screen  or 
radio,  ends  May  15,  1945. 

Among  the  rewards  for  the  winner  will  be 
a screen  test  by  Columbia,  with  a long-term 
contract  if  satisfactory;  an  appearance  on 
the  Kate  Smith  radio  show;  an  audition  by 
CBS;  a six-month  scholarship  at  the  Ameri- 
can Academy  of  Dramatic  Arts;  a series  of 
portrait  studies  by  Victor  Keppler,  well- 
known  photographer,  and  a round  trip  to 
New  York,  with  all  expenses  paid. 

Judges  include  Carter  Blake,  Columbia’s 
eastern  casting  director;  E.  E.  Diestel,  secre- 
tary of  the  Academy  of  Dramatic  Arts;  Ted 
Collins,  radio  producer;  Eleanor  Kilgallen, 
CBS  casting  director,  and  Victor  Keppler. 

Hazen  West  for  Talks  on 
Campaigns  for  Films 

NEW  YORK — Joseph  H.  Hazen,  president 
of  Hal  Wallis  Productions,  left  for  the  coast 
for  conferences  with  Hal  Wallis  and  Para- 
mount executives  on  distribution  and  pro- 
motion plans  for  “Affairs  of  Susan”  and 
“Love  Letters,”  both  of  which  are  being 
readied  for  distribution. 

Hazen  and  Wallis  will  be  joined  on  the 
coast  by  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  and  Robert  H.  Gillham, 
advertising  and  publicity  director.  During 
their  confabs  release  dates  will  be  set  for 
the  pictures  and  an  advertising  and  promo- 
tion campaign  mapped  out. 

During  their  conferences  they  will  discuss 
with  David  E.  Rose,  Paramount’s  managing 
director  for  Great  Britain,  plans  for  pro- 
duction in  England  of  “Whenever  I Re- 
member.” This  is  to  go  into  production  about 
May  or  June. 

Hazen  also  will  discuss  plans  for  the  next 
production  of  the  Hal  Wallis  organization, 
“Don’t  Ever  Grieve  Me.” 

Riskin,  OWI  Film  Head, 

Is  Back  From  Europe 

NEW  YORK— Robert  Riskin,  chief  of  the 
overseas  motion  picture  bureau  of  the  OWI, 
returned  recently  from  a trip  which  took 
him  to  England,  France,  Belgium  and  Hol- 
land, on  matters  pertaining  to  the  distri- 
bution and  exhibition  of  OWI  films  in  those 
countries. 

It  was  learned  that  Riskin  plans  to  meet 
with  industry  leaders  here  and  will  discuss 
his  trip  and  other  topics  of  mutual  inter- 
est to  the  OWI  and  the  film  industry. 
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Tent  13  Outlays  Total 
One  and  Half  Million 

PHILADELPHIA— The  Variety  Club  Tent 
13  held  its  tenth  annual  dinner  at  the  Ritz- 
Carlton  Hotel  with  an  attendance  of  more 
than  100  members. 

The  dinner  was  in  honor  of  the  retiring 
chief  barker,  Prank  L.  McNamee,  who  was 
unable  to  be  present  on  account  of  govern- 
ment business.  Welcomed  as  the  new  chief 
barker  was  Clint  Weyer  and  his  crew  of 
directors  for  the  coming  year.  They  are  Ted 
Schlanger,  first  assistant  chief  barker;  David 
Supowitz,  second  assistant;  Jack  Greenberg, 
doughguy;  Alfred  J.  Davis,  property  mas- 
ter; Michael  Pelt,  house  chairman,  and  Harry 
N.  Ball,  fixer. 

Jack  Beresin,  acting  as  emcee,  told  the 
gathering  that  the  club  has  spent  $1,500,000 
during  past  18  months  to  relieve  distress. 

Only  16  Members  in  1934 

Earle  Sweigert  traced  the  history  of  Tent 
13  since  its  beginning  in  1934  with  a mem- 
bership of  16. 

“When  we  first  started  we  decided  on  a 
membership  of  50,”  he  said.  “But  now  we’re 
authorized  to  have  150,  and  I believe  we 
actually  have  nearly  200.” 

Charles  Grakelow,  director  of  Philadel- 
phia’s department  of  supplies  and  purchases, 
told  the  club  members  that  their  charitable 
work  can  be  instrumental  in  the  rehabilita- 
tion of  returning  service  men. 

“Organizations  should  take  over  their  re- 
turning membership  and  help  them  to  re- 
habilitate themselves,”  he  said.  “To  the  de- 
gree that  representative  organizations  take 
on  the  job,  the  federal  government  will  be 
relieved.” 


Exemptions  to  Minors  in  Booths 


ALBANY — Three  appeals  taken  in  the  last 
two  months  to  the  board  of  standards  and 
appeals  of  the  state  labor  department  on  a 
regulation  by  the  state  police  inspection 
squad  that  persons  under  21  years  of  age 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  operate  projec- 
tion machines  in  small  town  theatres  have 
resulted  in  approvals  for  minors. 

The  first  concerned  Mary  Brown,  projec- 
tionist in  Mrs.  Tarbell’s  Northwood  Theatre 
in  North  Creek.  This  is  an  Adirondack  Moun- 
tain situation  served  by  Albany  exchanges. 
Miss  Brown,  who  is  not  yet  18,  had  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  five  or  six  months  under 
an  operator  since  drafted.  Testimony  at  the 
hearing  likewise  showed  she  possessed  me- 
chanical skill,  understood  the  workings  of 
projection  equipment,  intended  to  study  avi- 
ation, and  in  one  instance  had  used  a hand 
extinguisher  to  put  out  a small  fire  in  the 
booth. 

Mrs.  Tarbell,  whose  son  Steve  was  booker 
for  the  Smalley  circuit  prior  to  entering  the 
service,  also  testified.  The  troopers  were 
satisfied,  after  checking,  that  Miss  Brown 
was  capable  of  operating  the  booth.  The 
three-man  board  of  standards  and  appeals, 
headed  by  William  H.  Roberts,  voted  to  is- 
sue an  exemption  for  her. 

Since  then  two  other  appeals  have  been 
heard.  They  were  for  boys  who  proved  to 
the  board  and  to  the  troopers  that  they 
were  able  to  operate  projectors  efficiently. 
The  state  police  gave  assent  in  each  in- 
stance. In  effect  the  new  regulation  puts  the 
burden  upon  the  owner  and  projectionist 
to  show  the  operator  is  qualified  although 
under  21. 

The  regulation  applies  only  to  towns  and 


villages  which  have  no  building  departments. 
In  such  places  the  state  police  act  for  the 
labor  department  in  enforcing  safety  rules. 

The  police  regulation  is  presumed  to  be 
based  upon  Section  470  of  the  state  labor 
code.  It  reads:  “All  public  assemblies  should 
be  so  constructed,  equipped  and  maintained 
as  to  provide  reasonable  and  adequate  pro- 
tection for  the  lives,  health  and  safety  of 
all  persons  employed  or  assembled  therein.” 

A bill  writing  the  21 -year  minimum  pro- 
vision into  the  law  is  scheduled  for  intro- 
duction in  the  legislature  soon,  with  sup- 
port of  the  state  police.  A serious  theatre 
fire  out  in  the  state’s  rural  areas  last  sum- 
mer is  said  to  be  the  reason  for  the  new 
regulation.  Two  boys  under  16  were  in  the 
booth.  Injuries  were  suffered  by  some  pa- 
trons, it  is  said. 

In  cities  like  Albany,  where  the  IATSE 
and  MPMO  has  all  houses  organized,  ap- 
prentices are  not  normally  accepted  until 
they  are  18  and  do  not  become  journeymen 
until  21.  The  IATSE  favors  the  21-year 
minimum. 


CLASS  DISTRIBUTION  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  SOUTH  — thru 
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Leo's  Field  Auditors 
Gather  in  New  York 

NEW  YORK — William  F.  Rodgers,  vice- 
president  and  general  sales  manager  for 
M-G-M,  stressed  the  importance  of  field 
auditors  and  Commando  girls  in  maintain- 
ing close  relations  between  the  company  ex- 
changes and  the  home  office,  in  his  talk 
at  the  meeting  of  the  field  auditors  at  the 
Hotel  Astor. 

“They  bring  about  a closer  and  better  feel- 
ing among  the  employes  in  the  field  as  well 
as  those  to  whom  they  report  at  the  home 
office,”  he  declared. 

Speaking  on  the  progress  of  employes  with- 
in the  organization,  Rodgers  said,  “If  the  peo- 
ple in  our  organization  are  deserving  of 
recognition  they  will  get  a more  responsible 
post  as  soon  as  they  prove  capable  of  han- 
dling the  job.  There  is  a great  opportunity 
for  the  people  in  our  organization,  particu- 
larly for  those  who  want  to  make  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  their  career.” 

E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea,  eastern  sales  mana- 
ger, spoke  on  the  importance  of  field  audi- 
tors and  Commando  girls  in  keeping  the 
offices  informed  on  latest  developments  and 
changes  in  operations.  Other  home  office 
speakers  were  Max  Wolff,  purchasing  head; 
Pincus  Sober  and  S.  S.  Braunberg  of  the 
legal  department;  William  G.  Brenner,  head 
of  exchange  maintenance;  William  Gleicher 
and  Harold  J.  Cleary. 

At  a later  session,  the  speakers  included 
Harold  Postman,  assistant  to  Cummings; 
Jay  Gove,  head  of  sales  development;  Mike 
Simons,  editor  of  the  company’s  house  or- 
gan, The  Distributor,  and  Matilda  Green, 
Charles  J.  Quick,  Bea  Lustig,  Leonard  Pol- 
lock, Arthur  Lacks,  A.  J.  Nelson  and  Ira 
Martin. 

William  R.  Ferguson,  exploitation  direc- 
tor, distributed  copies  of  “National  Velvet,” 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  and  “The  Picture 
of  Dorian  Gray”  to  those  attending  the 
meetings. 


Rain  Coat  Is  Gift 

ALBANY — Harry  Alexander,  20th-Fox 
manager,  received  a rain  coat  as  a Christ- 
mas present  from  the  staff.  Dan  Houlihan, 
head  booker  and  office  manager,  made  the 
presentation. 


"Cross"  Keeps  Victoria 
Open  Around  the  Clock 

New  York — Paramount’s  modem  ver- 
sion of  “The  Sign  of  the  Cross”  drew  so 
heavUy  at  Maurice  Maurer’s  Victoria, 
Broadway  and  46th  Street,  that  the  house 
was  compelled  to  remain  open  for  two 
24-hour  periods  during  the  holiday  week. 

At  $1.59  top,  the  second  week’s  gross 
went  ahead  of  the  first  stanza’s  to  set  a 
new  all-time  boxoffice  record  for  the 
700-seater.  It  was  the  first  time,  also, 
that  the  house  had  ever  remained  open 
round  the  clock,  according  to  Maurer. 


First  M-G-M  Exploiteers 
Reach  N.  Y.  January  8 

NEW  YORK — The  first  group  of  three 
M-G-M  exploiteers  scheduled  to  arrive  in 
New  York  for  a week’s  visit  with  department 
heads  and  M-G-M  affiliations  under  a plan 
recently  announced  by  Howard  Dietz,  vice- 
president  and  director  of  advertising,  pub- 
licity, and  exploitation,  and  William  R. 
Ferguson,  director  of  exploitation,  will  in- 
clude J.  E.  Watson,  who  covers  the  Cincin- 
nati territory;  Charles  C.  Deardourff,  who 
covers  the  Cleveland  territory,  and  Norman 
Linz,  who  works  out  in  the  Indianapolis  ex- 
change. 

These  men  will  arrive  January  8.  Visits  of 
other  31  field  representatives  are  being  lined 
up,  and  from  time  to  time  it  is  planned  to 
have  three  or  more  men  at  the  home  office 
at  one  time. 

Ralston,  Rogers  Attend 
Lake  Placid  Premiere 

NEW  YORK — Highlighting  the  promotion 
for  the  holiday  premiere  of  Republic’s  “Lake 
Placid  Serenade”  at  the  Palace  Theatre  at 
Lake  Placid,  New  York,  were  the  personal 
appearances  of  Vera  Hruba  Ralston,  star  of 
the  picture,  and  Roy  Rogers,  who  makes  a 
guest  star  appearance  in  the  production. 

H.  J.  Yates  sr.,  chairman  of  the  board; 
William  Saal,  his  executive  assistant,  and 
Steve  Edwards,  director  of  publicity,  accom- 
panied the  stars  to  Lake  Placid  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  ceremonies  at  the  Olympic  Arena 
where  Rogers  and  Miss  Ralston  were  crowned 
“Lake  Placid  King  and  Queen  of  Winter” 
at  the  ice  pageant  and  figure-skating  car- 
nival. 


"WAVES"  Natfl  Release 
Is  Fixed  for  January  26 

NEW  YORK — Paramount’s  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES,”  musical  starring  Bing  Crosby, 
Betty  Hutton  and  Sonny  Tufts,  will  be  re- 
leased nationally  January  26,  says  Charles 
M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in  charge  of  dis- 
tribution. 

A large  number  of  day-and-date  premiere 
engagements  are  being  lined  up,  Reagan 
said.  On  the  basis  of  boxoffice  grosses  in 
a number  of  prerelease  engagements  during 
the  holiday  period,  he  predicted  that  the 
film  will  be  one  of  the  top-grossers  of  the 
current  season. 

At  the  New  York  Paramount,  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES,”  set  a new  Christmas-New 
Year’s  record;  at  the  Michigan,  Detroit,  it 
topped  “Going  My  Way,”  by  a good  margin; 
at  the  Birmingham,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  it 
beat  the  grosses  of  “Going  My  Way,”  “The 
Story  of  Dr.  Wassell”  and  “Star  Spangled 
Rhythm,”  and  at  the  Fox,  Atlanta,  it  sur- 
passed previous  marks  of  “Dr.  Wassell,”  and 
“Rhythm.” 

Fire  Laddies  and  Theatre 
Are  Hosts  to  Kids 

COHOES,  N.  Y. — The  Cohoes  fire  depart- 
ment and  Manager  George  Seed  played  host 
to  1,200  children  at  a Christmas  party  in 
the  Cohoes  Theatre.  It  was  the  fifth  annual 
affair  given  by  the  firemen.  Through  news- 
paper stories  and  radio  broadcasts,  they  ap- 
pealed for  unused  and  broken  toys,  promis- 
ing to  repair  the  toys.  The  fire  fighters 
also  entertained  the  boys  and  girls  at  St. 
Colman’s  home  in  Watervliet. 


Incorporations 


— ALBANY  — 

Raystoria  Theatre  Corp.  has  been  formed 
to  conduct  a theatrical  business  in  New 
York;  capital  stock,  100  shares,  no  par.  In- 
corporators; Aaron  W.  Hoenig,  Moses  H. 
Hoenig,  Blanche  Weise,  51  Chambers  St. 

Hayman- Appalachia  Theatre  Corp.:  The- 
atrical business  in  Niagara  Falls;  capital 
stock,  $25,000,  $10  par.  Incorporators:  Rich- 
ard D.  Walsh,  22  Norwalk  Ave.,  Buffalo;  Ray- 
mond A.  O’Connor,  915  James  Ave.,  Niagara 
Falls;  Francis  T.  Findlay,  4332  Lewiston  Rd., 
Niagara  Falls. 

Hay man-Pike ville  Theatre  Corp.  and  Hay- 
man-Corbin  Theatre  Corp.  have  been  formed 
by  the  same  incorporators.  These  are  be- 
lieved to  be  new  corporate  enterprises  of 
Charles  A.  Hayman,  well-known  Buffalo  ex- 
hibitor. 

Republic  Pictures  De  Colombia:  Motion 
picture  business  in  New  York;  capital  stock, 
$20,000,  $100  par.  Incorporators:  R.  Buys,  E. 
Shapiro,  R.  Routledge,  1790  Broadway.  At- 
torney: Theodore  R.  Black,  1790  Broadway. 

Gayheart  Club,  Inc.,  theatrical  business  in 
Kings;  capital  stock  200  shares,  no  par.  In- 
corporators: Harry  Rif  kind,  409  E.  21st  St., 
Samuel  Gudowitz,  248  Stockton  St.,  Brook- 
lyn; Murray  Feldman,  1523  Union  Port  Rd., 
Bronx. 

Amusement  Specialties  of  New  York,  dis- 
solved. Herman  Bros.,  1776  Broadway,  re- 
corded the  certificate. 

Dorsey  Corp.,  recently  formed  to  conduct 
a theatrical  business  in  New  York,  made  a 
name  change  to  Interwood  Productions,  Inc. 
Olvany,  Eisner  & Donnelly,  20  Exchange  PL, 
were  recording  attorneys. 

Universal  International  Films,  formed  in 
Wilmington,  Del.,  is  conducting  business  in 
New  York  at  1250  Sixth  Ave.,  papers  re- 
corded with  the  secretary  of  state  show.  J. 
M.  Seidelman  is  president;  capital  stock  is 
1,000  shares,  no  par.  Adolph  Schimel,  1250 
Sixth  Ave.,  recorded  the  certificate. 


AT  N.Y.  OPENING — Gregory  Peck  escaped  from  the  autograph  hounds  at 
the  opening  of  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  at  the  Rivoli,  New  York,  and  posed  with 
Mrs.  Peck  (right)  and  Paula  Stone,  radio  commentator. 
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JUNIOR  REVIEWERS — In  case  you’ve  wondered  about  the  National  Board 
of  Review’s  junior  critics  who  picked  “Since  You  Went  Away”  as  the  best  pic- 
ture of  1944  here  they  are:  Helen  A.  Cahill,  junior  activities  secretary  of  the 
board,  is  on  the  left.  The  critics  are:  Irene  Reinert,  Jimmy  Greene,  Barbara  Bur- 
ris and  Nancy  Hoepli. 


T/era  Hruba  Ralston,  Republic  star,  and 
v Roy  Rogers,  trained  through  here  to  Lake 
Placid  where  they  were  crowned  King  and 
Queen  of  Winter  for  1944-45  at  the  annual 
ice  carnival  in  the  Olympic  Arena  . . . Other 
Lake  Placid  visitors  last  weekend  included  a 
contingent  from  the  Century  circuit  of  New 
York  consisting  of  Fred  Schwartz  and  Jo- 
seph Springer,  heads  of  the  circuit,  and  a 
group  of  their  managers  and  executives 
whom  they  hosted  at  the  Schwartz  family 
estate  in  Lake  Placid.  Among  them  were 
Jack  LaReaux,  Ed  Freiberger,  Mannie  Fried- 
man, all  district  managers,  and  Murray 
Greene,  M.  Hudish  and  Ben  Mindlin,  man- 
agers, who  were  winners  of  the  circuit’s  an- 
nual drive. 

Republic’s  “Lake  Placid  Serenade”  re- 
ceived a ' gala  holiday  premiere  at  Ernie 
Dodds  Palace  Theatre  at  Lake  Placid  at 
which  Miss  Ralston  and  Rogers  appeared. 

Helen  Wisper,  20th-Fox  secretary,  and 
Peggy  DeForrest  of  the  same  office  have 
been  busy  evenings  handling  collections  at 
local  affairs  for  Variety  Club’s  Denial  Day 
. . . Joe  Miller,  Columbia  office  manager, 
plans  a Floridian  vacation  . . . The  20th- 
Fox  Family  Club  held  its  annual  Christmas 
party  at  Keller’s  restaurant  and  in  the  Va- 
riety clubrooms. 

Cy  Garfield  and  Bill  Yolin  of  the  Warner 
home  office  publicity  department  did  a 
cracker  jack  job  on  the  premiere  of  “Holly- 
wood Canteen.”  In  a special  proclamation 
Mayor  Frank  Harris  named  the  date  as 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  day  and  okayed  chang- 
ing street  signs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Strand 
where  the  picture  opened  to  read  “Holly- 
wood Boulevard.”  Variety  Club  invited  and 
hosted  all  of  the  trade  press  and  writers  from 
other  sections  of  the  state  assigned  to  cover 
the  affair. 

On  the  sick  list  were  Carolyn  Pesnacheck, 
Warner  biller,  and  Betty  Strope,  20th-Fox 
. . , Pvt.  Jimmie  Moore  has  received  a Purple 
Heart  in  France.  Jimmie  was  the  popular 
booker  at  Warners,  later  promoted  to  the 
sales  staff  at  the  Boston  exchange  and  from 
there  was  inducted  into  the  service  . . . Jack 
Rushworth  is  home  on  furlough  after  being 
in  the  Alaska  area  two  years.  He  was  at  the 
Madison. 

Katherine  Shea,  secretary  to  Herman  L. 
Ripps  of  Metro,  had  a holiday  vacation  . . . 
Harry  Alexander,  20th-Fox,  has  been  spend- 
ing weekends  in  New  York  City  attending 
special  sales  conclaves  at  the  home  offices. 

Lou  Goldstein  and  Gus  Lynch  returned 
from  a week’s  stay  in  New  York  . . . Gus 
Lampe  has  concluded  a tour  of  the  Schine 
situations  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  area  and  is 
back  at  his  desk  at  Gloversville  . . . Visitors 
at  Gloversville  included  Lee  Insley,  Mary- 
land district  manager,  and  Joe  Schwartz- 
walder,  city  manager  in  Auburn. 

Bob  Adler  is  spending  most  of  his  time 
on  the  road  doing  a fine  job  with  his  Mono- 
gram product  . . . Visitors  on  the  Row:  Bern- 
stein and  Deitcher  of  Schenectady;  Mike 
Weitung,  Cobleskill ; Harry  Bernstein,  Jerry 
LaRocque,  Frank  Wertheim  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Rossi  of  the  Strand  at  Shroon 
Lake. 

Leo  Rosen,  ailing  for  quite  some  time,  has 
been  reported  back  at  the  helm  of  the 
Strand,  Albany  . . . Another  feather  in  the 
Albany  Variety  Club’s  social  cap  was  the 
outstanding  reception  audiences  gave  to  their 
staging  of  the  special  concert  conducted  by 
Hans  Kindler  with  music  by  the  National 
symphony  orchestra  . . . The  Albany  Knick- 


erbocker News  has  printed  a special  minia- 
ture edition  of  their  holiday  issue,  all  copies 
of  which  were  mailed  to  the  boys  and  girls 
in  the  service.  The  Strand  sponsored  this 
year’s  edition  of  the  News. 

Joe  Miller,  Columbia  branch  manager,  has 
been  ill,  which  hastened  his  trip  to  Florida. 
He  is  expected  back  within  two  weeks  . . . 
Other  vacationists  on  the  Row  are  Fred 
Sliter  of  the  Albany  Fox  office  who  is  in 
Florida  and  Helen  Hart  and  Mary  Prairie 
of  the  Loew’s  Albany  office  staff. 

Jack  Swartout  has  opened  his  Griswold  at 
Troy  . . . The  Row’s  latest  visitor  from  the 
north  was  Anthony  Romeo,  owner  of  the 
Waddington  Theatre.  Romeo  was  reportedly 
shopping  for  equipment  . . . L.  W.  Schine 
returned  from  a weekend  trip  to  New  York, 
while  J.  Myer  Schine  still  is  in  Washington. 
He  was  invited  there  to  visit  the  White  House 
in  connection  with  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign. 

M-G-M  headquarters  in  New  York  made 
a special  announcement  of  winning  cam- 
paigns on  state  capital  premieres  of  “An 
American  Romance.”  Of  interest  to  Film- 
rowites  here  is  the  fact  that  Alec  Sayles  of 
Fabian’s  Palace  won  an  honorable  mention 
award  . . . Metro  headquarters  also  an- 
nounced its  tenth  block  would  consist  of 
seven  pictures,  all  of  which  will  be  made 
available  in  January.  This  block  consists 
of  “The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home”;  “Main 
Street  After  Dark”;  “Music  for  Millions”; 
Blonde  Fever”;  “This  Man’s  Navy”;  “Be- 
tween Two  Women”  and  “Nothing  But  Trou- 
ble.” All  but  two  of  this  group  have  already 
been  tradeshown.  Two  other  productions  not 
included  in  this  particular  block  and  which 
have  been  making  their  bows  are  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  and  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis”  which  will  also  be  made  available  in 
January.  They  will  be  sold  under  separate 
contracts. 

Reports  are  coming  in  fast  on  war  bond 
premieres  held  in  various  sectors  of  the  ter- 
ritory. The  biggest  premiere  reported  was 
the  one  staged  by  Lou  Hart  at  the  Glove 
Theatre,  Gloversville,  where  subscriptions 
reached  a total  of  $220,000.  An  added  $20,000 
was  tallied  toy  a special  bond  auction  at 
which  a highly  prized  offering  of  two  pairs 
of  nylon  stockings  brought  $13,000.  A spe- 
cial broadcast  of  the  bond  premiere  and 


auction  from  the  stage  highlighted  the  affair 
and  girls  of  the  Schine  offices  pinch-hit 
as  usherettes  for  the  affair.  The  temporary 
usherettes  were  Helen  Zulch,  Ann  Woodcock, 
Barbara  Young,  Mary  Kudernach,  Marge 
Quigley,  Helen  Phalen,  Jane  Wager,  Ruth 
Wessendorf,  Elena  Ardizzone  and  Eleanor 
Brown. 

Other  bond  premieres  from  over  the  state 
reported  big  sales  . . . The  Schine  houses  in 
Watertown  sold  $100,000  while  the  Winter- 
garden  in  Jamestown  turned  in  a total  of 
$95,000  and  the  Steuben  in  Hornell  sent  in 
a total  of  $10,000  with  more  expected  to 
follow. 

Another  legislative  proposal  on  the  agenda 
of  the  1945  legislature  convening  at  Albany 
this  week  will  be  a bill  setting  up  a special 
commission  to  be  known  as  the  state  youth 
service  commission  which  would  plan  a long 
term  program  of  assistance  to  communities 
in  their  efforts  to  reduce  juvenile  delin- 
quency. The  establishment  of  such  a com- 
mission was  urged  in  a report  just  published 
by  Governor  Dewey’s  interdepartment  com- 
mittee on  delinquency. 


Eastman  Executive  Dies 
From  Carbon  Monoxide 

ROCHESTER — Overcome  by  carbon  mon- 
oxide gas  while  filling  the  radiator  of  his 
running  car  with  antifreeze,  Laurence  M. 
Tarnow,  47,  assistant  to  the  manager  of 
Eastman  Kodak’s  Hawk-Eye  works,  died  last 
week. 

Tarnow  joined  Eastman  25  years  ago  after 
serving  a year  in  the  navy  in  World  War  I. 
Starting  out  in  the  production  department 
of  Hawk-Eye,  he  later  became  manager  of 
the  planning  department  of  Kodak  office 
and  was  promoted  in  1942  to  the  position  he 
held  at  his  death. 

He  was  a member  of  Wakan  Lodge  1,054, 
AF&AM,  the  Rochester  Club,  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Industrial  Management 
Council. 


“Highness  and  Bellboy"  Chore 

An  important  chore  in  Metro’s  “Her  High- 
ness and  the  Bellboy”  has  been  assigned  to 
Carl  Esmond. 
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Cinema  Lodge  Forms 
Women's  Auxiliary 

NEW  YORK — Cinema  Lodge,  Bnai  Brith, 
has  formed  a ladies’  auxiliary  and  has  elect- 
ed officers  who  will  toe  installed  at  a meet- 
ing at  the  Hotel  Piccadilly  on  January  22. 
The  new  officers  include: 

Mrs.  Ann  G.  Blackman,  wife  of  Max  B. 
Blackman  of  Warners,  president;  Mrs.  Bes- 
sie Lefkowitz,  wife  of  Sam  Lefkowitz,  United 
Artists,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Ethel  R.  Green- 
field, wife  of  Irving  Greenfield,  Loew’s,  cor- 
responding secretary,  and  Mrs.  Marian  Israel, 
treasurer. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Block,  field  secretary  of 
Bnai  Brith’s  women’s  grand  lodge,  is  direct- 
ing the  membership  drive  of  the  newly- 
formed  auxiliary. 

Foote-Cone-Belding  Post 
On  Tele  to  Rickenbacher 

NEW  YORK — Paul  A.  Rickenbacher  has 
been  named  director  of  radio  and  television 
in  the  New  York  office  of  Foote,  Cone  and 
Belding,  national  advertising  agency. 

Rickenbacher  joined  the  organization  in 
September  as  an  executive  in  the  motion 
picture  division. 


Get  Gifts  With  Bonds 

NEW  YORK — At  the  Valencia,  Jamaica, 
Bernie  Zelenko  staged  an  unusual  bond  rally 
with  the  cooperation  of  Jamaica  merchants. 
Everybody  who  bought  a bond,  numbering 
150  individuals,  was  presented  with  a gift. 
Gifts  were  selected  through  numbers  taken 
from  a grab  bag.  Bernie  had  as  his  guests 
on  the  stage,  Fred  Stone,  Bea  Wain,  the 
singer;  Tommy  Dix  and  Joe  Martin.  Audi- 
ence bond  sales  were  handled  by  Assistants 
James  Napoli  and  Ann  Sagen. 


Karol  in  New  CBS  Post 

NEW  YORK  — John  J.  Karol  has  been 
named  network  sales  manager  for  CBS,  ac- 
cording to  William  C.  Gittinger,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  sales.  Karol  had  been  as- 
sistant sales  manager  for  the  past  year,  and 
market  research  counsel  since  1939.  In  his 
new  post,  Karol  replaces  Leonard  Erikson, 
who  resigned  from  CBS  to  join  the  advertis- 
ing agency  of  Batten,  Barton,  Durstine  and 
Osborn,  Inc. 


Alexander  in  Soon 

NEW  YORK — J.  Don  Alexander,  president 
of  the  Alexander  Film  Co.  and  chairman  of 
the  board  of  General  Screen  Advertising,  Inc., 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Alexander,  is  expected 
in  New  York  for  a number  of  conferences 
the  latter  part  of  January  and  the  early  part 
of  February.  He  will  make  his  headquarters 
in  the  Alexander  Film  Co.  offices  at  500 
Fifth  Ave. 


Ben  Mancuso  Returns 

NEW  YORK — Chief  Petty  Officer  Ben 
Mancuso,  one  of  Jimmy  Sileo’s  photographers, 
has  arrived  on  a 30-day  leave  from  the  Pa- 
cific area  after  an  absence  of  two  years.  He 
landed  with  the  first  assault  troops  at  Leyte. 
Mancuso  has  two  Presidential  unit  citations 
as  well  as  a commendation  ribbon  for  Wake 
Island,  and  an  Air  Medal  for  more  than  150 
combat  hours  in  the  air. 


Reading  Sale  $504,325 

READING,  PA.  — An  all-star  war  bond 
show  at  the  Rajah  Theatre  here,  attended  by 
2,500  persons,  netted  a total  of  $504,325  in 
sales,  according  to  Manager  C.  G.  Keeney. 


Move  to  Kill  Sunday 
Films  in  the  Oiling 

Philadelphia — An  organized  effort  to 
kill  Sunday  films  in  Pennsylvania  and 
institute  a statewide  curfew  stopping  the 
sale  of  all  intoxicants  after  midnight  will 
be  made  as  soon  as  the  new  legislature 
meets. 

Twelve  reform  groups,  headed  by  the 
old  Seventh  Day  Alliance  leaders  and  the 
antisaloon  element,  have  formed  a pow- 
erful lobby  to  go  to  work  on  the  law- 
makers. 

Film  interests  and  the  newly-formed 
Cafe  Owners  Guild  are  openly  alarmed  by 
the  reformers’  energy.  Vigorous  steps  are 
being  taken  to  kill  the  movement  before 
it  gets  a good  start. 

The  reform  element  already  has  been 
successful  in  killing  Sunday  films  in  sev- 
eral upstate  communities.  It  expects  the 
current  hue  and  cry  against  juvenile  de- 
linquency to  aid  in  selling  new  blue  laws 
to  rural  legislators. 

Under  present  Pennsylvania  laws,  liquor 
may  be  sold  until  2 a.  m.  weekdays  and 
midnight  Saturdays.  There  are  no  Sun- 
day sales. 

A midnight  curfew  probably  would  put 
the  majority  of  night  clubs  out  of  busi- 
ness. Actor,  musician  and  other  unions 
allied  with  the  liquor  industry  are  expect- 
ed to  aid  in  the  fight  against  the  mid- 
night closing. 


Mojarrietta,  Well  Known 
Fire  Inspector,  Dead 

NEW  YORK — Manuel  Mojarrieta,  70  years 
old,  veteran  inspector  of  the  bureau  of  com- 
bustibles of  the  New  York  fire  department 
and  well-known  figure  along  Filmrow,  died 
Tuesday  in  Mount  Vernon  Hospital  follow- 
ing an  operation. 

He  would  have  been  connected  with  the 
fire  department  31  years  next  May  and  was 
planning  to  retire. 

He  was  a familiar  figure  in  his  regular 
inspections  of  the  various  film  exchanges 
in  the  Film  Center  Bldg,  and  elsewhere  in 
Filmrow.  In  most  cases  he  accompanied  Jo- 
seph Melody,  uniformed  fire  inspector. 

Mojarrieta  was  an  expert  in  problems  re- 
lating to  the  storage  of  film  and  with  the 
hazards  that  stem  from  the  storing  of  film. 
He  is  credited  with  creating  the  idea  for 
vaults  for  film  in  the  shipping  rooms  of 
exchanges. 

Several  months  ago  he  underwent  an 
operation  which  did  not  alleviate  his  con- 
dition. He  died  from  a heart  attack  which 
followed  the  second  operation. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a son  and 
a daughter.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
on  Thursday  night  from  his  home. 


Goldwyn  Combines  Offices 

NEW  YORK — Samuel  Goldwyn  has  moved 
his  entire  New  York  organization  to  new 
offices  on  the  eighth  floor  of  the  RKO 
Building,  1270  Sixth  Ave.  The  Goldwyn 
business  offices  had  previously  been  located 
at  729  Seventh  Ave.,  the  editorial  depart- 
ment at  424  Madison,  and  the  publicity  and 
advertising  department  in  the  RKO  Bldg. 


RKO  Shares  Offered 

NEW  YORK— Rockefeller  Center’s  359,800 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum  shares  are  being  of- 
fered for  sale  by  Dillon,  Read.  When  com- 
pleted, the  sole  owner  of  a large  block  will 
toe  Atlas  Corp.,  which  now  owns  only  com- 
mon stock  and  warrants,  as  Atlas  sold  57,337 
preferred  shares  last  June. 


Actual  Combat  Films 
Telecast  in  Albany 

ALBANY — Franchot  Tone  recently  ap- 
peared on  a world  premiere  showing  of  Sixth 
War  Loan  films  over  television  station  WRGB 
in  Schenectady  under  the  auspices  of  the 
New  York  state  war  council.  He  was  be- 
fore the  television  camera  the  night  the 
first  war  picture,  “Freedom  Comes  High,” 
a navy  department  short,  was  screened.  A 
number  of  film  stars  appeared  in  this  pic- 
ture. The  next  evening  Speaker  Oswald  D. 
Heck  of  the  state  legislature,  who  is  state 
war  plans  coordinator,  introduced  the  film, 
“We  Said  We’d  Come  Back,”  also  made  by 
the  navy. 

Arrangements  for  tying  up  the  General 
Electric  television  station  with  the  war  coun- 
cil and  the  OWI  were  made  by  Harold  H. 
Schaff,  executive  secretary  of  the  council, 
and  Edward  J.  Mallin,  head  of  the  council’s 
film  division.  C.  R.  Reagan,  associate  chief 
of  the  bureau  of  motion  pictures  of  the 
OWI,  said  this  was  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  television  that  war  films  taken 
on  the  battlefield  of  the  world  were  used 
to  promote  any  war  loan. 

The  latest  official  bulletin  of  the  war 
council  contains  a two-column  picture  of 
Tone  as  he  appeared  before  the  television 
camera  in  Schenectady.  He  is  shown  with 
Hoyland  Bettinger,  director  of  WRGB. 

Among  army  and  navy  department  16mm 
sound  pictures  for  distribution  by  the  coun- 
cil are:  “Freedom  Comes  High,”  a ten-min- 
ute film  about  a woman  at  home  and  a man 
in  the  war;  “It  Can’t  Last,”  20-minute  short, 
written  for  the  U.S.  navy,  with  life  raft 
sequences  filmed  at  sea  and  airplane  se- 
quences taken  in  a navy  torpedo  bomber; 
“Normandy  Invasion,”  ten-minute  record  of 
the  tremendous  preparations  and  efforts 
made  by  the  invasion  forces  on  D-Day; 
“Target  for  Today,”  a 93-minute  story  of  an 
Eighth  air  force  bombing  mission,  described 
as  perhaps  the  most  complete  factual  film 
produced  by  the  United  States;  and  “We 
Said  We’d  Come  Back,”  20  minutes. 

"All  the  World's  a Stage" 
For  USO-Camp  Showmen 

NEW  YORK — In  addition  to  entertaining 
U.S.  service  men  at  every  army  and  navy  in- 
stallation in  this  country,  USO-Camp  Shows 
performers  have  used  the  entire  world  as 
their  stage  and  have  followed  our  troops 
into  some  40  different  countries  and  places, 
according  to  USO-Camp  Shows.  These  places 
include: 

Alaska,  Alcan  Highway,  Australia,  Bel- 
gium, Bermuda,  Brazil,  British  Isles,  Burma, 
Canada,  Caribbean,  Central  Africa,  Central 
Pacific,  China,  Egypt,  England,  France, 
Germany,  Greenland,  Hawaii,  Iceland,  India, 
Iran,  Iraq,  Italy,  Labrador,  Holland,  Malta, 
New  Caledonia,  Newfoundland,  North  Africa, 
Panama,  Persian  Gulf,  Peru,  Sardinia,  Sicily, 
South  America,  South  Pacific,  Southwest  Pa- 
cific, Venezuela  and  West  Africa. 


Sign  Workers  Pass  Quota 

NEW  YORK— More  than  $5,000  in  war 
bonds,  over  and  above  the  ten  per  cent  pay 
roll  deduction  plan,  was  pledged  at  a war 
bond  rally  by  the  100  employes  of  Artkraft- 
Strauss  to  the  Sixth  War  Loan,  according 
to  Jake  Starr,  treasurer. 

Starr  is  the  designer  and  builder  of  the 
giant  replica  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty  erected 
in  Times  Square  for  the  campaign,  but  which 
will  remain  there  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
As  for  all  war  bond  signs,  Artkraft-Strauss 
accepted  only  labor  and  material  costs,  and 
requested  that  payment  be  made  in  bonds. 
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SPU  Members  Hurl  Back 
A No-Compromise  Defy 


Warners  Opens  Year 
With  Big  Story  Pool 

Warner  studio  stresses  the  fact  that  it 
enters  1945  with  greatest  story  pool  in  com- 
pany’s history  as  result  of  the  all-time  peak 
reached  during  the  past  year  in  acquisition 
of  properties. 

Exclusive  of  originals  written  at  the  studio, 
Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer,  has 
purchased  rights  to  23  of  the  year’s  stories, 
consisting  of  7 plays,  12  published  stories,  2 
musical  biographies,  1 biography  and  rights 
to  the  Hollywood  Canteen. 

Highlighting  purchases  of  Broadway  hits 
was  the  obtaining  of  “Life  With  Father,” 
“Voice  of  the  Turtle”  and  “The  Two  Mrs. 
Carrolls.”  In  addition  “The  Wallflower,” 
“Chicken  Every  Sunday,”  “The  Visitor”  and 
“Pillar  to  Post”  were  bought. 

Twelve  published  stories,  three  of  which 
are  currently  before  cameras  and  one  which 
is  in  final  editing  stage,  joined  the  studio’s 
story  pool.  Now  in  production  are  “The  Big 
Sleep,”  Raymond  Chandler’s  mystery  novel, 
and  “Mildred  Pierce,”  the  James  M.  Cain 
murder  mystery.  “Hotel  Berlin,”  Vicki  Baum 
best  seller,  is  also  before  cameras. 

Completed  is  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot,”  from 
Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott’s  autobiography. 

Stories  now  being  prepared  for  early  pro- 
duction are  “One  Man’s  Secret,”  by  Rita 
Weiman  which  was  published  in  Cosmopoli- 
tan; “Land  I Have  Chosen,”  best  seller  by 
Ellin  Mackay  Berlin;  “Honeymoon  Freight,” 
by  Donald  Keyhoe  scheduled  to  run  as  novel- 
ette in  Cosmopolitan;  “The  Visitor,”  novel  by 
Carl  Randau  and  Leane  Zugsmith  for  which 
play  rights  were  also  Obtained ; “The  Big 
Bow  Mystery,”  novel  by  Israel  Zangwill; 
“Confidential  Agent,”  novel  by  Graham 
Greene;  “Four  Men  of  God,”  by  Rev.  Daniel 
A.  Poling,  based  on  the  clergyman’s  letters 
to  his  grandson,  and  “Too  Young  to  Know,” 
by  Harlan  Ware,  running  serially  in  the 
Saturday  Evening  Post. 


Paramount  Schedules  Film 
Of  "Casablanca"  Type 

“Calcutta,”  an  original  screenplay  by  Seton 
I.  Miller  who  will  also  produce  i't,  has  been 
put  on  Paramount’s  agenda.  A romantic  ad- 
venture story  of  the  “Casablanca”  type,  the 
picture  will  be  given  a triple-star  topline. 
American  pilots  flying  over  the  Tibetan 
“hump”  from  India  to  China  figure  in  the 
tale. 

Lamar  Trotti  Is  Now 
20th-Fox  Director 

Lamar  Trotti  has  been  given  a new  con- 
tract by  20th-Fox  which  adds  directing  to 
his  former  duties  of  producing  and  writing. 
Trotti  will  handle  the  writer-producer  as- 
signment on  “The  Razor’s  Edge”  and  is  cur- 
rently producing  “Colonel  Effingham’s  Raid,” 
for  which  he  also  did  the  screenplay. 


While  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  drew  first 
blood  in  its  battle  with  the  Screen  Players 
Union,  which  bitter  conflict  was  brought  to 
fever  heat  when  the  latter  was  chosen  by 
Hollywood  extras  as  its  official  bargaining- 
agent,  SPU  is  making  it  increasingly  obvious 
that  it  has  just  begun  to  fight. 

In  a mass  meeting  attended  by  most  of  the 
film  colony’s  day  players,  the  newcomer 
union  hurled  a ringing  defy  at  SAG  and 
definitely  went  on  record  that  it  would  not 
under  any  circumstances  consider  compro- 
mising its  oft-repeated  position  and  the 
strength  given  it  by  the  outcome  of  the  Na- 
tional Labor  Relations  Board’s  election. 

Telegram  to  SPU  by  Freeman 

Some  slight  encouragement  as  to  its  pos- 
sible future  was  furnished  SPU  by  the  pro- 
ducers. Y.  Frank  Freeman,  president  of  the 
Association  of  Motion  Picture  Producers,  ad- 
dressed the  following  telegram  to  the  group: 

“Each  of  the  following  studios  asked  me 
to  reply  on  its  behalf  to  your  wire  of  Dec. 
26,  1944:  Paramount  Pictures,  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer,  20th-Fox  Film  Corp.,  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Universal  Pictures,  RKO 
Radio  Pictures,  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.  and 
Republic  productions. 

“We  too  are  most  anxious  to  maintain 
peaceful,  stable  and  harmonious  labor  rela- 
tions. We  have  a formal  contract  with  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild,  which  by  its  terms  gives 
that  guild  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  acting- 
work.  The  Screen  Actors  Guild  has  notified 
us  that  if  acting  work  is  performed  by  other 
than  its  members,  such  an  act  will  be  con- 
sidered by  it  a breach  of  its  contract  with 
us  and  it  will  not  permit  its  members  to 
work  under  such  conditions.  Upon  your 
certification  and  at  your  request,  we  will 
bargain  with  you  in  accordance  with  our 
obligations  under  the  national  labor  rela- 
tions act. 

SAG  Contract  Backed  by  Law 

“However,  we  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  at  the  present  time  we  have  no  agree- 
ment of  any  kind  with  you  which  we  can 
be  accused  of  violating  and  that  no  court  or 
governmental  agency  has  held  our  contract 
with  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  in  relation  to 
its  jurisdiction  over  acting  work  to  be  at  an 
end.  Under  these  conditions  and  faced  with 
the  dilemma  of  a conflict  of  jurisdiction  be- 
tween your  organization  and  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors Guild,  we  have  no  choice  but  to  con- 
tinue to  observe  and  perform  our  contract 
with  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  in  relation  to 
acting  work.” 

Meanwhile,  abolishment  of  its  B or  extra 
membership  classification  effective  February 
1,  end  of  the  current  quarter,  was  announced 


by  SAG  following  a special  meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors. 

The  action  has  the  effect  of  setting  a dead- 
line for  receiving  applications  from  B mem- 
bers for  transfer  to  A-Junior  status,  in  order 
to  do  acting  work  under  guild  jurisdiction, 
and  also  formally  recognizes  the  fact  that 
the  guild  is  no  longer  the  bargaining  agency 
for  extra  work,  following  the  NLRB  elec- 
tion of  December  17,  and  therefore  has  no 
further  need  for  the  B classification. 

To  Employ  Only  Guild  Members 

It  is  claimed  to  be  also  in  line  with  the 
intention  expressed  by  the  producers  at  a 
meeting  with  guild  representatives  whereby 
only  members  of  the  guild  will  be  employed 
to  do  acting  Work,  including  bits  and  parts, 
stunts  and  singing. 

Provision  is  being  made,  for  refunding  dues 
to  those  B members  who  do  not  desire  to 
do  acting  work  and  who  do  not  apply  for 
transfer  to  A-Junior  status.  The  dues  to  be 
thus  refunded  will  cover  the  period  from 
December  17,  when  guild  servicing  of  extra 
work  ceased,  to  February  1.  The  guild  board 
is  notifying  all  B members  and  the  pro- 
ducers to  this  effect. 

In  the  interim  between  now  and  February 
1 when  B membership  expire,  B cards  will 
be  recognized  by  both  the  producers  and 
the  guild  as  evidence  of  guild  membership 
and  qualification  to  do  acting  work.  After 
February  1,  only  A or  A-J  card  holders  will 
be  permitted  to  do  acting  Work. 

The  guild  also  announced  that  it  is  calling 
a special  meeting  of  its  A and  A-J  members 
January  17  at  the  Marquis  Theatre  when  a 
new  program,  covering  representation  on  the 
board  of  directors  from  the  A-J  membership 
and  new  regulations  covering  membership 
classifications,  dues  schedules  and  transfers 
from  A-J  to  A status  will  be  submitted  for 
approval. 

Allen  Wilson  Forms  Trio 
Of  Aides  at  Republic 

To  keep  pace  with  a contemplated  heavy 
increase  in  production  activity  beginning 
with  the  new  year,  Allen  Wilson,  Republic 
vice-president  has  appointed  two  aides  to 
form  with  Robert  V.  Newman,  assistant 
secretary  of  the  company  and  associate  to 
Wilson,  a trio  of  supervisory  executives  to 
aid  him  in  his  enlarged  responsibilities. 
In  the  duo  are  Jack  E.  Baker,  formerly  with 
Consolidated  Film  Corp.  in  New  York,  and 
Hyman  J.  Glick,  Republic  comptroller.  New- 
man is  to  supervise  all  phases  of  the  creative 
departments,  while  Baker  will  handle  the 
physical  aspects  of  production  and  Glick  the 
financial  end. 
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PAT  O’BRIEN’S  TROUPE  FETED — Hollywood  reporters  attended  a luncheon 
tendered  Pat  O’Brien  and  members  of  the  troupe  which  accompanied  him  on  a 
50,000-mile  entertainment  tour  through  the  China-Burma-India  theatre  of  war 
the  day  after  their  return  to  Hollywood.  Left  to  right  are:  Betty  Seaton,  dancer; 
O'Brien,  Jinx  Falkenburg  and  Charles  W.  Koemer,  RKO  executive  vice-president 
in  charge  of  production. 


"Caballeros''  Garners 
Mexican  Plaudits 

Roy  O.  Disney,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Walt  Disney  studios,  is  back 
from  Mexico  City  where,  with  Mrs.  Disney, 
he  attended  the  world  premiere  of  “The 
Three  Caballeros”  at  the  Alameda  Theatre. 

The  premiere  was  attended  by  leading 
European  and  North  and  South  American 
diplomats,  with  the  Mexican  representatives 
headed  by  Ezequiel  Padilla,  secretary  of  for- 
eign relations.  Virtually  the  entire  Mexican 
motion  picture  colony  also  turned  out  for  the 
premiere. 

Following  the  premiere  Senor  Padilla  dis- 
patched the  folowing  to  Walt  Disney: 

“Last  night  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
your  artistic  genius  and  fondness  for  Mex- 
ico. Cordial  congratulations.” 

In  a two-hour  radio  show,  the  entire  pro- 
ceedings were  broadcast  over  a national  Mex- 
ican chain,  and  a transcription  was  made 
for  distribution  throughout  the  other  Latin 
republics  and  in  this  country. 


Postholiday  Trips  Still 
At  Subnormal  Rate 

The  holiday  season  being  over,  industry 
biggies  returned,  but  in  continued  subnormal 
numbers,  to  their  coast-to-ceast  treks. 

Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Paramount  studio 
executive,  trained  for  New  York  and  ten 
days  of  home  office  huddles.  Mark  Sand- 
rich,  producer-director  at  the  same  studio, 
and  Allan  Scott,  writer,  returned  from  New 
York.  David  E.  Rose,  managing  director  for 
Paramount  in  Great  Britain,  arrived  from 
the  east  for  conferences  with  studio  exec- 
utives. Mrs.  Rose  acompanied  him.  S.  E. 
Pierpont,  general  manager  for  Paramount  in 
Brazil,  arrived  here  on  his  first  visit  to  Holly- 
wood. George  Pal,  whose  Puppetoons  are 
distributed  by  Paramount,  was  en  route  to 
Gotham  for  business  sessions. 

Bound  for  home  office  conferences  in 
Manhattan  was  Harry  Cohn,  Columbia  presi- 
dent. 

Following  a visit  in  New  York,  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  20th-Fox  production  executive,  was 


Whether  or  not  it  was  among  the  pub- 
lished New  Year’s  resolutions  of  Hollywood 
celebrities,  one  collective  resolve  is  certain: 
There  will  be  no  abatement  in  the  amount 
of  time  and  talent  devoted  to  the  entertain- 
ment of  men  and  women  in  Uncle  Sam’s  uni- 
form and  to  various  other  win-the-war  ef- 
forts. 

Launching  the  HVC’s  hospital  tour  pro- 
gram for  1945,  Ann  Miller  and  Anne  Baxter 
were  set  for  the  year’s  first  visits  to  GI  pa- 
tients, under  auspices  of  USO-Camp  Shows. 
Miss  Miller  left  for  McKinney,  Tex.,  opening 
at  Ashbum  general  hospital.  Her  two-week 
tour  will  cover  hospitals  at  Thomasville,  Ga., 
Coral  Gables  and  Miami,  Fla.,  and  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Nancy  Barnes,  USO  overseas  veteran 
whose  husband  is  a prisoner  of  war  in  Ger- 
many, will  play  her  accordion  for  Ann’s  songs 
and  dances.  Miss  Baxter,  now  in  New  York, 
was  scheduled  for  two  weeks  of  hospital 
visits  on  her  way  back  to  Hollywood  later 
this  month. 

Lena  Horne  was  assigned  to  do  her  15th 
Jubilee  transcription  for  overseas  distribu- 
tion by  Armed  Forces  Radio  Service,  with 
Lucky  Millinder  and  Eddie  Green  in  the  cast. 

With  a goal  of  $5,000,000  for  a single  bond 


back  at  the  studio. 

Lester  Cowan,  United  Artists  producer,  took 
off  for  New  York  to  confer  with  Gradwell 
Sears  on  campaigns  for  one  of  his  forth- 
coming pictures. 

S.  Barret  McCormick,  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  of  RKO,  arrived  for  con- 
ferences with  Charles  W.  Koerner,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production,  and  Perry 
Lieber,  studio  publicity  head,  on  promotional 
campaigns  on  forthcoming  pictures.  He  will 
return  to  New  York  January  15. 

W.  R.  Frank,  independent  producer,  was 
in  New  York  to  seek  a story  or  a novel  for 
his  next  picture.  Frank  plans  to  return  to 
Hollywood  early  in  February. 

Steve  Broidy,  Monogram  vice-president 
and  general  sales  manager,  planed  out  of 
Hollywood  for  Washington,  to  attend  a meet- 
ing of  the  War  Production  Board.  From  the 
capital  he  goes  to  Minneapolis  to  attend  a 
dinner  in  honor  of  A1  Steffes,  prominent  in 
exhibitor  organization  circles  of  Minnesota, 
and  will  then  proceed  to  Milwaukee,  Chi- 
cago, Detroit,  Buffalo,  Toronto,  Albany  and 
New  York  on  company  distribution  matters. 


rally,  Ingrid  Bergman  headlined  a gather- 
ing of  10,000  members  of  San  Francisco’s 
foreign  origin  group. 

Greer  Garson,  Jack  Benny,  Orson  Welles 
and  Ernst  Lubitsch  featured  a Command 
Performance  transcription  . . . Other  HVC 
assignments  listed  Ellen  Drew  and  Ella 
Raines  for  Words  With  Music  overseas  tran- 
scriptions, Martha  Raye  for  Swingtime,  and 
Lionel  Barrymore  for  a Concert  Hall  platter. 

A USO-Camp  Shows  troupe  of  volunteers 
flew  to  San  Francisco  for  a three-day  stand 
at  naval  installations  in  the  bay  area.  Harpo 
Marx  headlined  the  unit,  with  Julie  Lynn, 
Virginia  Carrol,  the  Nillson  Twins,  Valen- 
tine and  Evelyn,  Roy  Benson,  Olga  San  Juan, 
at  Torrance  Army  Hospital. 

Another  USO-HVC  troupe  including  Danny 
Thomas,  Eddie  Larue,  Jackie  Lee,  Joan  Arn- 
old and  Penne  Carroll  entertained  patients 
at  Torrance  army  hospital. 

Dinah  Shore,  Carlos  Ramirez,  Monity  Wool- 
ley,  Jimmy  Durante  and  Virginia  O’Brien 
waxed  a Mail  Call  transcription,  with  Don 
Wilson  announcing. 

Kay  Kyser,  Jerry  Colonna,  Ish  Kabibble, 
Ann  Miller  and  Mel  Blanc  were  set  for  a 
GI  Journal  platter. 


Metro  Adds  Two  Comedies 
To  Its  Film  Schedule 

Metro  added  a pair  of  comedies  to  its 
lineup  with  announcement  that  the  next 
Bud  Abbott-Lou  Costello  starrer  will  be 
“Close  Shave”  and  the  simultaneous  word 
that  Ann  Sothern  will  follow  her  role  in 
“The  Harvey  Girls”  with  another  Maisie 
picture,  to  be  titled  “Up  Goes  Maisie.” 

The  Abbott-Costello  film  will  be  based  on 
an  original  idea  by  Radio  Producer  Martin 
Gosch,  who  will  make  his  film  production 
debut  for  Leo  with  the  picture.  Nat  Perrin 
and  Lou  Breslow  are  writing  the  screenplay 
which  is  centered  around  a motion  picture 
studio. 

George  Haight,  who  has  produced  several 
of  the  Maisie  series,  continues  as  producer 
on  the  new  one  which  is  based  on  an  orig- 
inal by  Thelma  Robinson  Watson,  who  also 
is  doing  the  screenplay.  Story  tells  what 
happens  to  the  Brooklyn  blonde  when  she 
tangles  with  the  crew  of  an  army  bomber. 

Fred  S.  Meyer  Is  Named 
To  Lead  Dimes  Drive 

Appointment  of  Fred  S.  Meyer  as  chair- 
man of  the  forthcoming  infantile  paralysis 
collection  within  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try has  been  announced  by  Hollywood’s  per- 
manent charities  committee.  Headquarters 
for  the  drive  have  been  established  at  20th- 
Fox,  where  Meyer  is  director  of  industrial 
relations. 

Meyer  directed  last  year’s  solicitation  for 
the  National  Infantile  Paralysis  Foundation 
and  produced  a record  total  of  $49,101.57.  He 
also  serves  regularly  as  the  studio  colonel  in 
war  chest  and  Red  Cross  campaigns  con- 
ducted by  the  committee. 

Active  solicitation  for  the  fund  will  begin 
January  15  and  will  close  January  30. 

Columbia  Buys  Original 
Grant  Screen  Story 

Columbia  has  purchased  “A  Mother  for 
May”  from  James  Edward  Grant  and  tick- 
eted him  to  write  the  screenplay  and  pro- 
duce the  picture.  An  original,  the  story  is 
laid  in  a small  town  at  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury and  revolves  around  a young  man  who 
hates  work  and  responsibility  but  winds  up 
with  plenty  of  both.  Grant  recently  wrote 
and  produced  “The  Great  John  L,”  Bing 
Crosby  Productions’  forthcoming  United  Art- 
ists release. 
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Selznick  Begins  Year 
With  Large  Program 

Boasting  the  largest  talent  roster  in  the 
company’s  history  and  with  seven  pictures 
scheduled  for  filming  during  1945,  Selznick- 
International  enters  its  new  year’s  program 
with  a precedential  production  schedule. 

New  Year’s  agenda  puts  the  company  in 
line  for  a major  studio  status  and  his  neces- 
sitated leasing  of  additional  stage  space  at 
California  studios. 

“Duel  in  the  Sun,”  starring  Jennifer  Jones, 
is  Selznick’s  started  for  ’45,  being  set  for 
January  29.  This  will  be  a western,  Selz- 
nick’s first  in  the  horse  opera  field,  requir- 
ing use  of  two  companies  and  extended  loca- 
tion trip  to  Arizona.  It  will  be  followed  by 
“The  Scarlet  Lily,”  Ingrid  Bergman  starrer; 
“Dawning,”  from  an  original  by  Capt.  Ben 
Grauman  Kohn  and  Maj.  Julian  Blowstein; 
“So  Little  Time,”  from  J.  P.  Marquand’s  best- 
seller; “Sarah  Bernhardt,”  a life  story  of  the 
great  French  aotress;  “Notorious,”  from  an 
original,  and  “Houdini,”  biographical  black 
magic. 

For  the  first  time,  Selznick  is  turning  over 
production  to  other  executives  working  under 
his  aegis.  Alfred  Hitchcock,  just  signed  to 
new  five-year  deal,  becomes  producer-direc- 
tor under  new  policy. 

Directors  under  Selznick  contract  include 
William  Dieterle,  John  Cromwell  and  Hitch- 
cock. 

In  addition  to  well  known  top  stars,  Selz- 
nick International  and  Vanguard  Films,  Inc., 
sister  producing  organization  presided  over 
by  Daniel  T.  O’Shea,  now  have  a roster  of 
younger  players  to  be  developed,  unusual  de- 
parture for  Selznick,  who  previously  spe- 
cialized in  grooming  one  or  two  major  dra- 
matic stars  at  a time. 

Youngsters  include  Scott  McKay,  Kim 
Hunter,  Gordon  Oliver,  Rhonda  Fleming, 
Dare  Harris  (now  serving  with  paratroops), 
Chrisitofa  Simms,  Steve  Dunhill,  Cindy 
Garner,  Eric  Sinclair,  Guy  Madison  (in  the 
navy)  and  Deborah  Alden. 

Garry  Moore,  costar  of  Moore-Durante  air 
show,  is  under  contract  to  Vanguard  as  first 
comic  ever  signed  by  this  producer. 

Postwar  Market  Will  Be 
Great,  Says  David  Rose 

The  world  market  for  the  motion  picture 
will  be  greater  than  any  one  in  Hollywood 
ever  imagined,  according  to  David  E.  Rose, 
Paramount  managing  director  in  Great 
Britain,  here  for  studio  conferences. 

After  the  war,  Rose  said,  there  will  be 
very  few  countries  without  their  own  na- 
tional motion  picture  industry.  Film  pro- 
duction in  London  and  Paris,  he  predicted, 
will  make  stronger  bids  for  world  markets 
than  in  prewar  years.  Russian  pictures  can 
be  expected  to  solidly  enter  this  field,  too, 
he  added. 

"Postman"  Is  Scheduled 
For  Early  Production 

“The  Postman  Always  Rings  Twice,” 
adapted  from  the  James  Cain  best  seller, 
has  been  set  for  early  production  by  Carey 
Wilson  at  Metro.  Niven  Busch  wrote  the 
screenplay.  An  all-star  cast  will  be  used  in 
the  picture. 


Rogell,  Nolan  Pacted 

RKO  has  handed  new  long  term  contracts 
to  Sid  Rogell,  executive  producer,  and  J.  J. 
Nolan,  who  remains  in  charge  of  all  talent 
as  an  executive  assistant  to  Charles  W. 
Koerner. 


MOST  of  the  time,  Russell  Birdwell, 
Hollywood  Behemoth  of  Blurb,  is  a 
pretty  cagey  gent  in  behalf  of  his 
clients  and,  more  especially,  himself.  But 
when,  on  occasion,  the  Birdwellian  neck  is 
out,  it  is  invitingly  extended — and  usually  a 
good  long  mile.  One  such  incident  was  the 
time  when  Roving  and  Romantic  Russell 
undertook  to  sell  to  the  American  press  and 
public  the  idea  that  King  Carol  of  Romania 
v/as  a greatly  misunderstood  soul  and,  after 
ail,  possessed  the  kind  of  democratic  view- 
point which  should  entitle  him  to  his  long- 
desired  admittance  to  the  Land  of  the  Free. 
No  need  again  recording  how  that  one  back- 
fired in  Birdwell’s  face. 

Now  comes  another,  this  time  less  serious, 
more  amusing,  but  displaying  almost  as  much 
bad  taste.  Witness  the  following  from  Bird- 
well’s  Beverly  Hills’  bailiwick: 

“Charles  Bickford,  spearheading  an  in- 
dignant group  of  film  celebrities  including 
Nina  Foch,  William  K.  Howard,  Ellen  Drew, 
Garry  Moore,  Ann  Miller  and  Jane  Russell, 
today  issued  a vehement  protest  against  the 
attack  on  the  American  voice  as  made  by 
Maj.  Henry  Adam  Proctor,  conservative 
member  of  Parliament,  in  a debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  December  20,  last. 

“Mr.  Bickford  said:  ‘The  American  voice 
needs  no  defense.  It  is  a very  self-explana- 
tory voice;  the  voice  that  is  now  being  copied 
everywhere  as  the  positive  tone  of  a positive 
people  . . . Where  is  the  British  voice  that 
is  more  pleasing  than  President  Roosevelt’s — 
the  American  voice  that  today  is  ringing  out 
over  the  world  like  a silver  bell — the  voice 
of  liberty.’  ” 

Followed  then  even  more  silly  statements 
allegedly  made  by  the  Misses  Foch,  Drew, 
Miller  and  Russell  and  Messrs.  Howard  and 
Moore. 

lit  is  difficult  to  imagine  just  what  good 
Birdwell  hoped  to  accomplish  for  his  clients 
by  precipitating  them  into  a ridiculous-at- 
best  controversy  and  one  with  a slight  inter- 
national political  flavor — assuming  of  course 
that  such  drool  found  its  way  into  public 
print,  an  unlikely  contingency. 

What’s  more,  insult  is  added  to  ludicrous- 
ness— insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  news 
outlets  that  received  the  drivel: 

Each  and  every  one  of  the  “film  celebrities” 
listed  is  a Birdwell  client. 


“BEDS  POSE  PROBLEM 

FOR  HER  HIGHNESS’” 

— Howard  Strickling  headline. 
Shades  of  Catherine,  the  Great. 


tributed  this  pseudoscientific  tidbit: 

“A  new  fog-therapy,  designed  to  prevent 
colds  in  motion  picture  troupes,  is  being 
tried  by  the  cast  and  crew  of  Columbia’s 
new  espionage  drama,  ‘Escape  in  the  Fog’ 
. . . The  remedy  is  the  idea  of  Director  Bud 
Boetticher,  and  consists  of  adding  a menthol 
compound  to  the  studio  fog  which  is  used 
in  many  scenes  in  the  film.” 

Blurbers  rush  in  where  medicos  fear  to 
tread. 


Paramount  shouts  about  now  haying  a 
record  126  stars  and  contract  players. 

One  of  them  is  not  in  “Duffy’s  Tavern”— 
so  far. 


The  week's  contribution  to  the  “Don’t  You 
Believe  It”  department  comes  from  John 
LeRoy  Johnston,  S.  M„  to  wit: 

“A  true  westerner,  Gary  Cooper  never  fails 
to  make  a nightly  visit  to  the  stall  of  his 
strawberry  roan  (called  Henry  Henshaw  in 
the  film  i before  leaving  International  studios 
where  his  production  ‘Along  Came  Jones’  is 
now  in  photography.  On  Sunday  he  phones 
into  the  studio  to  make  sure  Henry  is  being 
attended.” 


The  manner  in  which  the  film  rights  to 
“Ten  Little  Indians”  are  being  kicked  around, 
the  picture’s  title — if,  when  and  as  it  is 
made — might  logically  be  changed  to  “Ten 
Little  Orphans.”  Or,  in  case  Samuel  Bron- 
ston  makes  the  feature,  as  was  originally 
announced  but  now  appears  doubtful,  a 
proper  tag  would  be  “Is  You  Is  or  Is  You 
Ain’t  My  Papooses?” 

On  December  1 this  department  started  to 
compile  a box  score  to  ascertain  which  of 
the  following  three  clauses  would  appear  the 
most  often  over  a 30-day  period  in  the  pub- 
licity releases  from  the  indicated  blurb  de- 
partments : 

1 —  “It  is  announced  by  Jack  L.  Warner, 
executive  producer.”  Jockey:  Alex  Evelove. 

2 —  “According  to  Henry  Ginsberg,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  in  charge  of 
production.”  Jockey:  George  Brown. 

3 —  “Announced  Leon  Fromkess,  PRC  presi- 
dent and  production  head.”  Jockey:  Don 
McElwaine. 

The  Evelove  entry  was  so  far  out  in  front 
that  the  race  was  declared  no  contest. 


Names-is-names  devotees  probably  will 
start  worrying  about  possible  faltering  in 
shooting  schedules  at  Monogram.  Melville 
DeLay  recently  was  appointed  production 
manager  of  Sam  Katzman  and  Jack  Dietz’ 
Banner  Productions  unit  at  that  studio. 


“FLORIDA  ORANGES  TO  BE  USED 

BY  COLUMBIA  IN  FILM  SCENE” 

— Columbia  Publicity  headline. 
The  Los  Angeles  Chamber  of  Commerce 
won’t  like  you  any  more,  Whitney. 


’Twas  the  day  after  Christmas  and  came 
from  Whitney  Bolton’s  Columbia  praisery  the 
following  headline: 

“PROP  MAN  SEEKING 

500  WHITE  MULES” 

They  might  have  been  a bit  more  consid- 
erate of  the  poor  prop  man  and  ordered  pink 
elephants  which  were  very  abundant  in  Hol- 
lywood that  morning. 


And  the  same  silk  stocking  sanctum  con- 


Paramount is  screen  testing  Noreen  Nash, 
former  Apple  Queen  of  Washington. 

Because  of  the  recent  change  in  executive 
management,  could  be  the  apple  polishers 
feel  the  need  of  a refresher  course. 


“GASLIGHT”  BIG 

IN  SWEDEN 

— Metro  Publicity  headline. 

So  are  herring. 
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Blurbers 

Free-Lance 

WALTER  SELTZER,  former  head  planter  in  the 
Columbia  praisery,  has  returned  to  Hollywood  fol- 
lowing medical  discharge  from  the  marines,  in 
which  he  served  for  over  two  and  a half  years. 
His  future  plans  have  not  been  announced. 

Recipient  of  an  honorable  discharge  from  the 
army  air  force  following  two  years  of  service,  NAP 
HARRISON,  formerly  with  publicity  staffs  of  RKO 
Radio  and  Producers'  Ass'n,  returns  home  January  1. 

Briefies 

Metro 

Scheduled  for  early  release,  "Mouse  Comes  to 
Dinner,"  produced  by  FRED  QUIMBY's  cartoon  unit, 
is  the  studio's  100th  pen  and  ink  subject  and  the 
concluding  reel  on  the  current  program.  The  new 
lineup  will  be  launched  with  Jerky  Turkey. 

Cleffers 

United  Artists 

Andrew  Stone  has  engaged  EMIL  NEWMAN  to 
compose  and  conduct  musical  background  for  his 
production,  "Bedside  Manner." 

Warners 

Assigned  to  orchestrate  score  for  "Of  Human 
Bondage"  is  SIMON  BUCHAROFF. 

Loanouts 

Universal 

Borrowed  from  Paramount,  JOHNNY  COY  checks 
into  cast  of  "That's  the  Spirit." 

Meggers 

Columbia 

ARTHUR  DREIFUSS  will  pilot  "Boston  Blackie 
Booked  on  Suspicion." 

DEL  LORD  named  to  pilot  "Gertie  From  Bizerte." 

Metro 

"Morgan's  Folly,"  third  in  a series  of  one-hour 
features,  will  be  produced  by  JERRY  BRESLER  and 
marks  directorial  debut  of  NAT  PERRIN  who  penned 
the  script.  Frank  Morgan  will  topline. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Megaphone  on  "Forever  Amber"  handed  to  JOHN 
STAHL. 

United  Artists 

BENEDICT  BOGEAUS  has  announced  plans  to  pro- 
duce "Captain  Kidd"  with  Charles  Laughton  starred 
and  ROWLAND  V.  LEE  directing.  The  picture,  based 
on  a screenplay  written  by  Norman  Reilly  Raine 
from  Robert  Lee's  original  story,  will  hit  the  cam- 
eras in  January. 

Universal 

"Have  a Heart"  to  be  guided  by  FRANK  STRAYER. 


DEANNA  AT  PREVIEW  — Deanna 
Durbin,  star  of  Universal’s  “Can’t  Help 
Singing1,”  attends  the  preview  of  the  pic- 
ture in  the  company  of  Felix  Jackson, 
who  produced  it. 


Warners 

Production  assignment  on  "The  Two  Mrs.  Car- 
rolls"  has  been  handed  to  MARK  HELLINGER.  Pic- 
ture was  previously  slated  for  Jesse  Lasky. 

Options 

Columbia 

"Hayfoot,  Strawfoot,"  is  set  as  musical  starrer 
for  JUDY  CANOVA.  New  on  the  lot's  schedule,  it 
will  be  produced  by  the  Leonard  Picker  unit  under 
supervision  of  Irving  Briskin,  with  Ted  Richmond 
assigned  as  associate  producer. 

"Ten  Cents  a Dance"  has  JOHN  CALVERT  cast  as 
heavy. 

PAT  KIRKLAND,  Broadway  actress,  will  screen 
debut  with  topline  chore  in  "Kiss  and  Tell." 

Inked  for  lead  in  "Ten  Cents  a Dance"  is  JIMMY 
LLOYD,  while  REX  INGRAM  is  penciled  into  cast  of 
"A  Thousand  and  One  Nights." 

Metro 

VIRGINIA  SALE  joins  roster  of  "Her  Highness  and 
the  Bellboy." 

Paramount 

Term  ticket  handed  to  LARRY  YOUNG,  Pasadena 
Playhouse  discovery;  first  screen  chore  not  yet  set. 

"Too  Good  to  Be  True"  has  ALAN  BRIDGE  in 
detective  role,  and  WARREN  HYMER  plays  a waiter 
in  Hal  Wallis'  "The  Affairs  of  Susan." 

Hal  Wallis  has  signed  DON  DE  FORE  to  a long- 
term pact  and  set  him  for  a male  lead  in  "Don't 
Ever  Grieve  Me." 

SONNY  TUFTS  assigned  stellar  stint  in  "The  Well 
Groomed  Bride." 

RKO  Radio 

AINA  CONSTANT  assigned  a role  in  "Johnny 
Angel." 

Universal 

BONITA  GRANVILLE  wins  costarring  spot  with 
Allan  Jones  in  "Have  a Heart." 

Top  comedy  spot  in  "Have  a Heart"  handed  to 
RENNY  McEVOY;  similar  assignment  slated  for 
EDWARD  EVERETT  HORTON  in  "Lady  on  a Train." 

Leading  comedy  spot  in  "Lady  on  a Train"  gar- 
nered by  ALLAN  JENKINS. 

Scripters 

Independents 

Sol  Lesser  has  assigned  JEANE  COHEN  and  ILSE 
LAHN  to  do  the  adaptation  of  stage  play,  "Civilian 
Clothes." 

Metro 

COMDR.  FRANK  WEAD  set  to  do  screenplay  of 
"The  Hoodlum  Saint." 

Republic 

JERRY  SACKHEIM  has  been  assigned  to  the 
screenplay  of  "Road  to  Alcatraz." 

Script  for  "Desperadoes  of  Dakota"  is  being  writ- 
ten by  EARLE  SNELL. 

Story  Buys 

Columbia 

Duo  acquired  for  early  production:  "Tomorrow 
Will  Sing,"  novel  by  Elliott  Arnold  concerning  an 
American  army  flyer  of  Italian  descent,  stationed 
in  Italy  where  his  relatives  live;  and  "When  I Come 
Back,"  an  original  yarn  by  F.  Hugh  Herbert,  about 
a marine  veteran's  difficulties  in  adjusting  himself 
to  civilian  life. 

Republic 

"It's  a Natural,"  original  by  Frances  Hyland  and 
Bernie  Feins,  acquired  for  future  filming. 

Warners 

Harlan  Ware's  SEP  serial  "Too  Young  to  Know" 
has  been  purchased  for  a Joan  Leslie-Robert  Hutton 
starrer.  William  Jacobs  will  produce  and  Fred  de 
Cordova  will  debut  as  director. 

Technically 

Metro 

WALLY  WORSLEY  appointed  assistant  megger  on 
"Yolanda  and  the  Thief." 

RKO  Radio 

Lensing  chore  on  "Those  Endearing  Young 
Charms"  given  to  TED  TETZLAFF. 

Warners 

Art  director  assignments:  STANLEY  FLEISCHER, 
"The  Time  Between,"  "Danger  Signal"  and  "Dark 
Eyes";  ANTON  GROT,  "Mildred  Pierce"  and  “Silver 
Lining";  ROBERT  HAAS,  "Stolen  Life"  and  "Janie 
Gets  Married";  JOHN  HUGHES,  "Hotel  Berlin"  and 
"Night  and  Day";  LEO  KUTER,  "This  Love  of  Ours" 
and  "Fog  Over  London";  HUGH  RETICKER,  “The 
Adventures  of  Don  Juan"  and  “The  Time,  the  Place 
and  the  Girl";  TED  SMITH,  "Three  Strangers"  and 


"When  Old  New  York  Was  Young,”  and  CARL 
WEYL,  "The  Big  Sleep." 

Title  Change 

Columbia 

New  tag  for  "Men  of  the  Deep"  is  ROUGH, 
TOUGH  AND  READY. 

Fate  of  SCTOA  Weighed 
After  Death  of  A.  J.  Law 

Future  fate  of  the  Southern  California 
Theatre  Owners  Ass’n  was  made  a matter 
of  local  conjecture  as  a result  of  the  sudden 
death  in  New  York  of  Albert  J.  Law,  its 
general  counsel  and  executive  head. 

It  was  thought  likely  that  the  directorate 
of  SCTOA  will  assemble  for  a meeting  some 
time  soon  to  discuss  the  group’s  future  and 
weigh  the  possibility  of  finding  a new  execu- 
tive head  and  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
either  carrying  on  or  disbanding. 

Edward  Small  Predicts 
Two  More  Lush  Years 

Expressing  his  confidence  that  the  cur- 
rent lush  days  will  continue  to  be  enjoyed 
by  the  world’s  boxoffices  for  at  least  the 
next  two  years,  Veteran  Producer  Edward 
Small  has  announced  that  he  will  make  no 
fewer  than  ten  high-budget  features  during 
that  period. 

The  pictures,  which  Small  says  will  have 
a total  cost  in  excess  of  $10,000,000,  will  all 
be  released  by  United  Artists. 


Metro  Plans  a New  Series 
Of  Red  Hot  Riding  Hood 

A new  cartoon  series  to  star  “Red  Hot 
Riding  Hood”  in  modernized  versions  of  fa- 
mous storybook  characters  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Metro.  Fred  Qumiby  will  produce 
and  Tex  Avery  will  direct.  The  first  of  the 
group  will  be  “Swing  Shift  Cindy,”  present- 
ing the  pen  and  ink  star  as  a swing  Cin- 
derella, while  the  second,  “Uncle  Tom’s 
Cabana,”  will  find  her  portraying  Little  Eva, 
a sultry-voiced  babe  of  the  bayou. 

Southern  California  Goes 
Far  Over  Bond  Quota 

Southern  California  theatres  went  over  the 
top  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  by  selling  524,- 
562  bonds  for  a total  of  $71,989,212,  accord- 
ing to  Gus  Metzger,  state  chairman  of  the 
theatre  working  committee. 

Sales  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive  ex- 
ceeded the  Fifth  by  14,562  with  an  increase 
in  total  revenue  of  $23,989,053. 


Prologue  by  Pearson 

RKO  has  signed  Drew  Pearson,  syndicated 
columnist  and  radio  commentator,  to  appear 
in  a prologue  to  its  recently  completed  “Be- 
trayal From  the  East,”  screen  version  of 
Alan  Hynd’s  novel  exposing  Japanese 
espionage  in  America  prior  to  Pearl  Harbor. 
Pearson’s  scenes  will  be  filmed  in  New  York. 


Louis  B.  Mayer  Recovers 

Following  his  four-month  absence  due 
to  injuries  sustained  when  thrown  from  a 
horse,  Louis  B.  Mayer,  Metro  chief,  returned 
to  the  studio  to  resume  his  activities.  He 
was  greeted  by  producers,  stars  and  directors 
at  a Christmas  welcome  party. 


Yergin  Is  Promoted 

Irving  Yergin,  former  Warner  home  of- 
fice exploiteer,  has  been  appointed  as  as- 
sistant to  Steve  Trilling  and  to  Jack  L. 
Warner. 
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Hoping  for  Death 
Of  Nuisance  Levy 

DENVER — Exhibitors  will  be  watching  the 
35th  Colorado  legislature  to  see  if  they  keep 
their  election  promises  to  kill  the  service  tax, 
which  is  effective  on  every  admission  above 
six  cents.  The  tax  is  two  per  cent,  being 
more  of  a nuisance  than  anything  else. 

Both  parties  made  promises  during  the 
election  that  the  tax  would  at  least  be  al- 
lowed to  die  at  the  expiration  date  of  the 
law,  which  is  June  30,  this  year.  However, 
some  legislators  are  of  the  opinion  that  a 
law  should  be  passed  to  kill  the  bill.  A 
healthy  surplus  in  the  state  treasury  is  given 
as  the  reason  for  killing  the  law. 

A proposed  health  bill  to  be  introduced 
would  give  public  health  officers  the  power 
to  “close  theatres,  schools  and  other  public 
buildings,  and  forbid  gatherings  of  people 
when  deemed  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  health.”  The  district  board  of 
health  could  overrule  the  closing  action. 


Jack  Marpole  Is  Named 
NSS  Head  in  Frisco 


SAN  FRANCISCO — Appointment  of  Jack 
Marpole  as  branch  manager  of  the  National 
Screen  Service  ex- 
change here  has  been 
announced  by  Jack 
McPherson  of  the 
home  office  staff. 
Marpole  was  former- 
ly with  20th -Fox  ex- 
change here  and  prior 
to  that  time  spent 
five  years  at  NSS 
headquarters  in  New 
York,  where  he  repre- 
sented Ten-O-Win. 

Mark  Morris  jr.  has 
been  named  office 
manager  in  charge 
of  operations.  Elmer  Benjamin,  formerly 
branch  manager  for  the  exchange,  will  han- 
dle selling  assignments  in  National’s  north- 
ern California  territory. 


JACK  MARPOLE 


International  Purchases 
Big  Ice  Rink  for  Sonja 

When  Sonja  Henie  returns  to  Hollywood 
to  start  work  in  her  Technicolor  starrer, 
“Countess  of  Monte  Cristo,”  for  Interna- 
tional Pictures,  she  will  have  a skating  rink 
right  on  the  lot.  Through  the  Tennessee  Val- 
ley Authority,  Knoxville,  International  has 
purchased  ice  equipment  which  will  be  in- 
stalled in  a studio  stage  to  form  a rink 
100x187  feet.  To  be  built  at  a reported  cost 
of  $125,000,  the  arena  will  give  International 
the  finest  facilities  available  for  the  filming 
of  ice  pictures  of  any  type. 

Arnold  Albert  Promoted 
To  WB  Feature  Producer 

Arnold  Albert,  former  assistant  to  Warner 
Short  Subjects  Chief  Gordon  Hollingshead, 
has  been  upped  to  feature  producer  status  by 
Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer.  His  first 
assignment  will  be  in  association  with  Jerry 
Wald  on  a picture  not  yet  announced.  Albert 
has  been  on  the  Burbank  lot  for  a decade. 


Balcony  Is  Remodeled 

BURBANK,  CALIF. — The  balcony  of  the 
Buibank  Theatre  recently  was  remodeled 
under  a schedule  that  enabled  performances 
to  continue  despite  the  repair  work. 


Harry  Langdon,  60,  Is 
Buried  in  Hollywood 

Funeral  services  for  Harry  Langdon,  60, 
were  held  at  Pierce  Bros,  mortuary.  Lang- 
don died  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  of  a 
cerebral  hemorrhage. 

A veteran  Vaudevillian,  Langdon  starred  in 
silent  Mack  Sennett  comedies  and  later  made 
a series  of  features  for  the  old  First  Na- 
tional company.  With  the  advent  of  sound, 
he  became  a star  of  Hal  Roach  short  come- 
dies. Recently,  he  was  under  commitment  to 
Columbia  to  star  in  two-reelers,  his  last  being 
“Out  West.” 

Langdon  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a son, 
a brother  and  a sister. 

Sleeper  Bests  'Suspect' 
In  San  Francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO  — “The  Suspect”  was 
nosed  out  by  a sleeper  in  last  week’s  ba- 
rometer readings.  The  sleeper,  at  the  Golden 
Gate  Theatre,  and  reportedly  headed  for 
great  things,  was  “My  Pal  Wolf,”  the  story 
of  a little  girl  who  is  very  lonely  until  she 
finds  that  “life  can  be  wonderful.”  Spike 
Jones  and  his  City  Slickers  knocked  around 
on  the  stage  and  together  pushed  the 
barometer  to  reach  a pleasant  165  per  cent. 
“The  Suspect,”  having  its  world  premiere  at 
the  Esquire,  brought  down  a reading  of  160 
per  cent. 

The  publicity  on  the  opening  of  “The  Sus- 
pect” entailed  the  use  of  three  traveling 
billboards,  increased  newspaper  ads  and  the 
remarkable  batting  average  of  100  per  cent  in 
that  each  San  Francisco  paper  ran  a fea- 
ture interview  with  Charles  Laughton,  star 
of  the  film. 

(Average  is  100) 


Esquire — The  Suspect  (Univ);  Dixie  Jamboree 

(PRC)_  . 160 

Fox — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox);  Adventures  of 

Kitty  O'Day  (Mono)  130 

Golden  Gate — My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO),  plus  Spike 

Jones  on  stage  165 

Orpheum — Three  Is  a Family  (UA),  2nd  wk 75 

Paramount — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para);  Hail 

the  Conquering  Hero  (Para) 130 

State — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M) 120 

St.  Francis — Doughgirls  (WB),  National  Barn 

Dance  (Para),  3rd  wk 100 

United  Artist — Dark  Waters  (UA);  My  Gal 

Loves  Music  (Univ),  3rd  wk 110 

Warfield — Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep), 
plus  stage  show  120 


Los  Angeles  Grosses  Stage  Spurt 
After  Christmas  Shopping  Ends 

LOS  ANGELES  — Last-minute  Christmas 
shopping  held  grosses  down  until  the  week- 
end, when  in  most  cases  they  took  a spurt 
forward.  A clean  sweep  of  new  bills,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  produced  some  sub- 
stantial showings,  with  seven  houses  report- 
ing 150  per  cent.  The  septet  included  the 
Warner  trio,  where  “Hollywood  Canteen” 
bowed;  the  Four  Star,  United  Artists  and 
Wilshire,  where  the  UA  release,  “I’ll  Be  See- 
ing You”  opened  the  day  before  Christmas, 
and  the  Hollywood  Paramount,  which  double- 
debuted  “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay” 
and  Republic’s  “Atlantic  City.”  Business 
otherwise  hovered  around  the  average  mark. 


Carthay,  Chinese,  State  and  Uptown — Sunday 
Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox);  The  Fighting 

Lady  (20th-Fox)  100 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — Hollywood 

Canteen  (WB)  150 

Downtown  Paramount — Our  Hearts  Were  Young 

and  Gay  (Para);  Atlantic  City  (Rep) 100 

Egyptian  and  Ritz — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 100 

Four  Star,  United  Artists  and  Wilshire — I'll  Be 

Seeing  You  (UA)  150 

Hillstreet  and  Pantages — Together  Again  (Col); 

^ The  Missing  Juror  (Col)  90 

Hollywood  Paramount— Same  as  D,  T.  Paramount.. 150 
Los  Angeles — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 9G 


'Creek'  and  'Tokyo' 
Top  Big  Seattle  Week 

SEATTLE — Holiday  business  at  all  thea- 
tres was  very  big.  Topping  the  list  was 
“Frenchman’s  Creek,”  which  has  caught  on 
v/ith  the  showgoers,  drawing  long  lines  daily 
at  the  Fifth  Avenue  and  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo”  at  the  Music  Hall  and  Para- 
mount. Stores  reported  the  biggest  Christ- 
mas business  ever  known.  Seattle  for  the 
first  time  had  a “white  Christmas”;  it 
snowed,  then  froze.  There  were  plenty  of 
accidents  on  the  slippery  streets  but  folks 
found  their  way  to  the  theatres  somehow. 

(Average  is  100) 

Blue  Mouse — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para);  Nevada 

(RKO),  2nd  wk 110 

Fifth  Avenue — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para)  _200 

Liberty — Together  Again  (Col),  2nd  wk 130 

Music  Box — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 150 

Music  Hall  and  Paramount — Thirty  Seconds  Over 

Tokyo  (M-G-M)  , 200 

Orpheum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB)  190 

Palcmar — Bowery  Champs  (Mono),  plus  stage 

show  110 

Lyric  Screen  Plus  Stage  Show 
Leads  Salt  Lake  City  Upturn 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Patronage  here  picked 
up  after  the  shopping  season. 

Capitol — Waterloo  Bridge  (M-G-M),  reissue; 

Machine  Gun  Mama  (PRC) 125 

Centre — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para)  150 

Lyric — The  Amazing  Mr.  Forrest  (PRC); 

Vigilantes  ©I  Dodge  City  (Rep),  plus  vaude- 
ville   175 

Rialto — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep),  2nd  wk 135 

StudiJo — The  Very  Thought  ©f  You  (WB),  2nd  wk...!50 

Utah — Doughgirls  (WB)  135 

Uptown — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) 150 

Head  of  Advertising  Firm, 
Walter  Barusch,  Is  Dead 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Walter  Barusch,  well- 
known  coast  advertising  executive,  died  on 
New  Year’s  Day  at  Palo  Alto  Hospital  after 
an  illness  extending  over  a month.  He  was 
50,  a native  of  Philadelphia,  but  had  been 
educated  in  Oakland,  Calif. 

Following  years  of  newspaper  work  in  the 
Bay  area,  Barusch  became  manager  of  the 
Daily  Record  at  Oakland.  In  the  middle 
20s  he  was  publicity  director  for  a circuit  of 
theatres.  He  founded  the  Waiter  Barusch 
Advertising  Agency  in  1937. 

Barusch  had  been  chairman  of  the  San 
Francisco  Federation  of  Democratic  Clubs 
and  was  prominent  in  other  civic  organiza- 
tions. He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Dolores,  and 
a daughter  Beverly. 

United  Artists  Theatre 
Is  on  24-Hour  Basis 

LOS  ANGELES— The  United  Artists  The- 
atre, Fox  West  Coast  downtown  house,  has 
been  switched  to  an  all  night  operation.  De- 
cision to  keep  the  house  open  extra  hours 
was  based  on  the  high  grosses  being  re- 
corded there  by  Selznick-International’s 
“I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  which  triple-debuted 
at  the  UA,  Four  Star  and  Fox  Wilshire  the- 
atres. The  circuit  is  currently  operating  two 
other  downtown  showcases — the  Loew’s  State 
and  the  Los  Angeles — on  a 20-hour  basis. 

Pasadena  City  Manager 
Suggests  Tax  Hike 

PASADENA — City  Manager  C.  W.  Koiner 
has  suggested  that  the  city  raise  its  present 
license  tax  of  15  cents  a seat  to  $1  a year 
for  local  theatres. 

His  proposal  comes  on  the  heels  of  an 
investigation  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
into  the  high  cost  of  Pasadena  motion  pic- 
ture shows  and  was  offered  in  lieu  of,  a ticket 
tax  which  city  officials  contend  would  put 
the  entire  additional  tax  burden  on  theatre 
patrons. 
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The  excitement  of  the  holiday  season  has 
passed  but  not  the  memories  of  the  fes- 
tivities along  Filmrow.  The  Columbia  ex- 
change blossomed  forth  with  a bar,  grill, 
juke  box,  dancing  and  all  the  trimmings. 
Other  holiday  parties  included  that  given  by 
Golden  State  Theatres  and  associated  or- 
ganizations for  their  employes,  the  Blumen- 
feld  Theatres,  Arron  Goldberg  Theatres  and 
Warners,  20th-Fox  and  Universal  exchanges. 

Things  worth  remembering  in  the  holiday 
season  were  the  Christmas  tree  in  the  Nas- 
ser Bros,  office,  the  calenders  put  out  by 
Gerald  Karski  of  Motion  Picture  Service  Co., 
and  the  short  work  week  that  followed 
Christmas  and  New  Year’s. 

Notes  from  Monogram:  The  San  Fran- 
cisco office  held  top  spot  in  the  national 
collections  drive  for  several  weeks  and  is 
rapidly  climbing  to  first  place  in  the  sales 
drive  also  being  held.  The  office  is  third 
place  at  present  . . . Which  all  goes  to  prove, 
states  Gordon  Allen,  that  when  better  pic- 
tures are  made,  better  and  more  sales  are 
also  made  . . . The  former  booker  for  the 
exchange,  Clint  Mecham,  is  now  attached 
to  the  17th  naval  district  office  in  Seattle 
where  he  is  training  navy  film  bookers.  His 
wife  is  up  there  with  him  . . . Elaine  Ivers, 
booker,  attended  her  brother-in-law’s  fu- 
neral in  Salt  Lake  City,  coming  back  by 
way  of  Los  Angeles  to  spend  Christmas  with 
her  parents  . . . Booker  James  Myers  was 
well  taken  care  of  from  various  circuit  heads 
on  Christmas. 

Row  rambling:  Stanley  Court  was  in  from 
Livingston  to  donate  his  bit  to  the  blood 
bank.  Fifteen  local  boys  from  Livingston 
came  also  to  the  city  to  donate  to  the  bank 
. . . Fred  Naify  was  in  from  Chico,  Charles 
Gray  from  Livermore,  Emanuel  Enriquez 
from  the  Lyric  in  Sacramento  along  with 
Juan  Esteves  and  Frank  Maun  from  the 
Lyric  in  Marysville. 

C.  E.  Allen  and  Clark  are  opening  a new 
theatre  in  Knight’s  Landing  . . . Walter  Bell 
opened  the  new  Maribel  in  Weott  . . . Cliff 
and  Esther  Griesseman  celebrated  their  21st 


POPCORN 

CARTONS 


10c  SIZE  ONLY 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY 


$050 


PER  1000 


F.O.B.  CHICAGO 
Made  According 
to  O.P.A. 
Specifications 


ATTRACTIVELY  PRINTED 
AVAILABLE  FROM 
1,000  to  1,000,000  Lots 


Please  Send  Checks  With  Order- 
Or  $1.00  Deposit  Per  1.000 


Poppers’  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 


60  E.  13th  St. 


CHICAGO  5.  ILL. 


wedding  anniversary  on  Wednesday.  (3). 
Giesseman  is  now  associated  with  Blumen- 
feld  Theatre. 

Carmel  had  an  awe  inspiring  Christmas 
tree  this  year.  The  pine  tree  on  Ocean  Ave. 
at  the  foot  of  Carmel  hill  was  lighted  through 
the  courtesy  of  Mark  Keller,  Monterey  the- 
atre company  manager,  who  allowed  the 
city  to  connect  with  the  Carmel  theatre 
circuit.  The  lighted  tree  is  a Carmel  tradi- 
tion, foregone,  during  the  blackouts  but  now 
resumed.  The  first  celebration  was  held  at 
the  Ocean  Ave.  tree  early  in  the  1920s. 

Jose  Herrera  is  the  manager  for  Edgar 
Salazar,  new  owner  of  the  Alameda  Theatre 
in  Sacramento  . . . Because  “The  Song  of 
Norway”  has  gained  such  national  prestige 
and  is  one  of  Broadway’s  top  musical  hits, 
next  spring’s  Civic  Light  Opera  production 
of  it  is  being  planned  as  the  most  brilliant 
yet  put  on  by  the  San  Francisco  and  Los 
Angeles  association.  According  to  Homer 
Curran  there  will  be  no  disposing  of  the 
operetta’s  motion  picture  rights  for  several 
years  to  come. 

The  San  Jose  city  council  has  land  under 
option  for  two  fine  new  city  parks  to  be 
developed  after  the  war.  The  council  main- 
tains the  larger  park  will  be  the  answer  to 
a planner’s  dream  with  a large  recreation 
area,  game  courts,  a swimming  pool  and  an 
outdoor  theatre  . . . Construction  plans  of 
the  Fairfield  air  base  will  include  a new 
$15,000  war  department  theatre.  Two  theatres 
already  are  in  operation. 

Anticipating  erection  of  a 1,000-seat  thea- 
tre in  Los  Altos  as  soon  as  building  is  per- 
mitted San  Francisco  theatre  interests  that 
operate  chains  showing  first  run  pictures 
have  purchased  a plot  on  the  northeast  side 
of  Main  St.,  between  Second  and  Third  . . . 
Theatre  interests  and  organized  labor  have 
announced  their  opposition  to  a city  ordi- 
nance providing  a two-cent  tax  on  amuse- 
ments in  Napa.  Final  vote  will  be  taken 
next  month. 

The  Film  Colony  Club  of  San  Francisco  is 
giving  a party!  This  in  itself  is  of  great 
interest  but  source  of  still  greater  enthu- 
siasm is  the  invitation.  To  wit: 

The  Motion  Picture  Industry  Is  Still  in  Its  Infancy. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved  that  the  members  of  the 
Film  Colony  Club  will  celebrate  Thursday,  January 
4,  1945,  from  6 p.  m.  ad  infinitum. 

Room  300-25  Taylor  with  a “Kiddie"  party — no 
kidding! 

MENU 

1.  Mush  and  Milk  or 

2.  Turkey  and  Good  Spirits? 

Warning:  No  slingshots  or  popguns  allowed! 

P.  S. — A registered  nurse  will  not  be  in  attend- 
ance at  any  time. 

Bad  News — $2.50. 

(Signed)  Edna  MacCarthy, 

President. 

Frisco  Paper  Takes  Blast 
At  City  Tax  Scheme 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  News  notes  that 
Chester  MacPhee,  city  manager,  is  worried 
about  all  the  things  that  have  been  pro- 
posed in  the  way  of  civic  improvements.  He 
thinks  there’s  a chance  the  tax  rate  may 
have  to  be  boosted  by  more  than  $2  unless 
some  new  taxation  scheme  is  worked  out. 
So  he  has  one. 

It  calls  for  an  increase  in  street  car  fares, 
for  a municipal  sales  and  use  tax,  for  a per- 
sonal income  tax  and  for  an  amusement  tax 
as  well  as  other  levies. 

The  News  states  that  it’s  their  guess  that 
MacPhee’s  proposals  won’t  get  to  first  base. 
The  paper  points  out  that  taxpayers  would 
howl  their  heads  off  if  they  had  to  pay-  a 
city  as  well  as  a federal  and  state  income 
tax. 


Frisco  Houses  Break 
Boxoffice  Records 

SAN  FRANCISCO — All  existing  house 
records  were  cracked  wide  open  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  in  the  Bay  region.  Business  was 
reported  approximately  50  per  cent  better 
than  last  year.  Every  one  of  the  FWC 
houses  broke  records  for  attendance,  while 
Monday’s  business  also  was  big. 

Top  grosser  in  the  northern  section  was 
the  Fox  Theatre  of  San  Francisco,  with 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo.”  The  same 
picture  also  hung  up  new  records  at  the 
Paramount  in  Oakland. 

The  Paramount  in  San  Francisco  did  tre- 
mendous business  with  “Hollywood  Canteen.” 
A New  Year’s  Eve  show  at  the  St.  Frances, 
which  featured  “Winged  Victory,”  did  a big 
business,  as  did  the  RKO  Golden  Gate  with 
“Belle  of  the  Yukon.”  Other  houses  which 
enjoyed  business  upsurges  included  the  Or- 
pheum,  with  “Can’t  Help  Singing”  and  the 
United  Artists,  with  “Dark  Waters.” 

Generally,  the  first  runs  raised  New  Year’s 
Eve  admissions  to  the  $1.50  level,  with  the 
regular  85-cent  scale  prevailing  on  Sun- 
day matinees. 


$10,000  to  Relief  Fund 

LOS  ANGELES— The  Motion  Picture  Relief 
Fund,  Inc.,  received  $10,000  under  terms  of 
the  will  of  the  late  Adolph  Ramish,  industry 
pioneer,  who  bequeathed  $127,000  of  an  es- 
tate valued  in  excess  of  $250,000  to  charitable 
organizations.  The  balance  of  his  property 
was  divided  between  relatives  and  two  em- 
ployes. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


Terry  Ross,  manager  and  master  of  cere- 
^ monies  at  the  Lyric,  has  switched  the 
starting  day  for  the  convenience  of  stage  acts 
playing  the  house  . . . The  New  York  City 
Opera  Co.  presented  Johann  Strauss’  “The 
Gypsy  Baron”  New  Year’s  Day  in  Ogden  . . . 
Alan  Ladd  and  his  wife  Sue  Carol,  started 
the  second  leg  of  their  army  hospital  tour 
here  with  a leisurely  visit  of  the  regional 
hospital  at  the  overseas  replacement  depot 
in  Kearns.  They  went  to  Denver  from  here. 

All  children  of  Twin  Falls  service  men  were 
invited  to  attend  a Christmas  Day  party 
given  by  the  American  Legion  post  and  Joe 
Koehler,  owner  of  the  Roxy  Theatre  there, 
featuring  “Sergeant  Mike.”  Santa  Claus  dis- 
tributed gifts  after  the  show.  Transportation 
was  furnished  to  and  from  the  party  . . . 
Bud  Harris,  a comedian  who  has  starred  in 
radio,  stage  and  screen  programs,  and  his 
company  headlined  the  Lyric  holiday  bill 
. . . The  New  Year’s  celebration  at  the  Lyric 
comprised  Saturday  and  Sunday  midnight 
shows. 

Don  Tibbs,  Monogram  manager,  left  on  a 
trip  into  the  territory  to  exploit  “Alaska” 
...  A Christmas  party  was  held  for  the 
children  of  film  folks  here  Christmas  Eve  by 
the  Motion  Picture  Club  of  which  Hall  Baetz, 
district  manager  for  Fox  Intermountain,  is 
chairman. 

Bill  Seib,  Columbia  manager,  reports  trade 
screenings  have  been  started  on  “Tonight 
and  Every  Night,”  to  be  released  February  1 
. . . M-G-M’s  new  branch  manager,  C.  P. 
Nedley,  was  here  for  a short  time  before 
Christmas  and  returned  to  his  home  in 
Omaha  for  the  holidays.  He  will  return 
January  11. 
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When  You  Remodel 
Or  Redecorate . . . 


WE  FEATURE  MANY 
EXCLUSIVE  LINES 

• Motiograph  Projectors  and 
Microphonic  W.  E.  Sound 

• Heywood-Wakefield  Opera 
Chairs 

• Karagheusian  Special  Shearco 
Carpets,  built  to  our  specifi- 
cations 

• Ashcraft  Lamps 

• Imperial  Generators 

• Dalite  Screens 

OUR  SALES  ENGINEERS 
ARE  ON  CALL  DAY  & NIGHT 
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B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 


V 


SEATTLE 
2318  Second  Ave 
ELiot  8247 


PORTLAND 
1947  N W Kearney 
ATwater  7543 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
243  Golden  Gate  Ave 
UNDERHILL  1816 


LOS  ANGELES 
1964  South  Vermont 
ROCHESTER  1145 


PACIFIC  COAST  DISTRIBUTORS 


HEYWOOD-WAKEFIELD  THEATRE  CHAIRS 
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SEATTLE 


'Time  to  wish  a belated  Happy  and  Victorious 
1 New  Year  . . . Missed  this  column  the 
past  couple  of  issues  due  to  unforeseen  cir- 
cumstances, but  please  forgive,  and  thanks 
for  the  dozens  of  calls  asking  why  it  was  not 
in.  To  others  Who  wonder,  it  was  business 
that  had  me  tied  up. 

At  this  time,  many  thanks  to  Brigadier 
General  Denson,  commanding  general  of  the 
port  of  embarkation  for  his  cooperation  in 
all  theatre  war  activities.  Bands,  jeeps,  color 
guards  and  many  other  items  needed  for 
war  bond  drives,  etc.,  were  on  hand  through 
his  courtesy  . . . Thanks  also  to  the  Ninth 
service  command,  Wac  recruiting  service,  for 
the  “official”  Yuletide  greeting,  and  to  Ralph 
P.  Cousins,  major  general  of  the  army  air 
force,  Santa  Ana,  for  honoring  this  corre- 
spondent with  a citation  for  cooperation  in 
recruiting. 

Thanks,  too,  to  the  navy,  coast  guard,  ma- 
rines, Wacs,  WAVES,  SPARs,  women  marines 
and  other  officers  for  the  hours  away  from 
duty  aiding  in  various  recruiting  programs, 
(bond  drives  and  other  war  efforts  when  the 
theatres  enlisted  your  aid.  To  us  of  the  in- 
dustry you  are  real  troupers. 


before  going  into  the  army,  is  here  on  a 
30-day  furlough  from  the  Pacific.  He  was 
in  the  Saipan  engagement  . . . Another  Na- 
tional Screen  employe,  Ovidio  Petris,  who 
has  been  serving  with  the  coast  guard  in  the 
Pacific,  is  now  stationed  at  Everett. 

Albert  Mead,  nephew  of  Art  Slater  of 
Northwest  Film  Service,  whose  plane  was 
shot  down  over  Japan  in  October  1942,  and 
who  has  since  been  a prisoner  of  war,  writes 
his  parents  in  Los  Angeles  that  he  is  well 
and  in  good  spirits.  The  letter,  received  on 
Christmas  Day,  was  dated  Tokyo,  April  1944 
. . . George  “Lefty”  Miller  is  in  town  ahead 
of  “Ramshackle  Inn”  starring  ZaSu  Pitts. 
The  play  will  show  at  the  Metropolitan  . . . 
Bill  Duggan,  general  manager  for  John  Danz 
and  his  Sterling  Theatres  went  to  Portland 
to  spend  the  holidays  with  his  parents. 

Phyllis  Meyers  and  her  family  spent  the 
holidays  at  the  home  of  her  grandfather, 
Otto  Anderson,  Tacoma  . . . Jack  Kloepper 
was  in  from  Portland.  Jack  tells  of  receiv- 
ing a letter  from  his  nephew,  Robert  Kloep- 
per, who  has  been  commissioned  a lieutenant 
in  the  army  signal  corps  in  New  Jersey.  He 
will  be  in  Portland  soon  to  visit  Jack. 


Big  news  of  the  week  is  that  Don  Geddes, 
for  nine  years  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre,  has  been  granted  his  wish  and  is 
being  transferred  to  Wenatchee  to  take  over 
the  two  Evergreen  houses  there.  Don  always 
fancied  that  part  of  Washington  for  the 
climate  is  mostly  hot. 

Lots  of  flurry  around  town,  both  male  and 
female,  and  the  reason  is  the  forthcoming 
visit  of  Robert  Taylor  and  his  wife,  Barbara 
Stanwyck.  Taylor  is  being  brought  here  by 
the  navy  in  conjunction  with  the  picture, 
“The  Fighting  Lady,”  which  opens  at  the 
Music  Hall. 

The  story  behind  the  story!  Three  years 
ago  Vic  Gauntlett,  then  president  of  the 
Washingtonians,  and  his  organization  joined 
with  the  Seattle  Star  to  build  a canteen  in 
Seattle  that  would  mean  something  to  this 
town.  They  raised  $350,000  and  the  place 
was  built.  Now  Warners’  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” came  to  town  so  Vic  and  the  Seattle 
Star  set  out  to  find  the  “loneliest  service 
man”  to  give  him  a grand  time.  Marine 
veteran  was  selected,  given  a five-girl  escort, 
$100  pocket  money,  free  room  and  meals, 
night  clubs,  in  fact  everything  a guy  could 
wish  for.  The  Star  gave  front  page  stories 
and  three-column  art  breaks  daily  for  five 
days  ahead  of  the  official  selection  at  the 
Orpheum  Theatre.  In  these  days  of  tight 
newspaper  space  it  was  grand  to  see  such 
wonderful  cooperation  from  both  sides.  Ever- 
green Theatre  donated  the  $100  and  the 
paper  gave  the  space. 

Filmrow  was  saddened  by  the  recent 
deaths  of  two  women:  Mrs.  Julia  Austin, 
mother  of  Celia  Estill  of  the  20th-Fox  of- 
fice, and  Mrs.  Sara  Rucker,  mother  of  Wally 
Rucker  of  Metro. 

Earl  Keate,  former  exploitation  man  in  this 
district  for  20th-Fox,  arrived  from  Hollywood. 
Earl  now  is  at  the  Universal  studio.  His 
present  assignment  is  “Can’t  Help  Singing” 

. . . Jack  Hollisher,  with  National  Screen 


. HAHC  'EM  FROM  THE  BALCONY 

$£*  WAHOO 

America's  Finest  Screen  Came 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  S31  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


John  and  Mrs.  Danz,  and  Fred  Danz  and 
family  spent  Christmas  at  the  home  of  the 
Bill  Danzes  . . . The  Jack  Sampsons  spent 
their  holiday  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Sampson’s 
brother,  Howard  Hornaday  . . . Ned  and 
Winnifred  Edris  of  the  Hamrick-Edris  Thea- 
tres in  Tacoma  planed  out  for  San  Fran- 
cisco on  a business  trip  . . . Philomene  von 
Herberg,  who  has  been  visiting  with  J.  and 
Gene  von  Herberg  for  the  past  month,  has 
left  for  her  home  in  San  Francisco. 

Mendy  Segel  spent  his  holiday  with  friends 
in  Edmonds  . . . The  Gordon  Blairs  had 
Christmas  dinner  with  his  brother,  George 
and  family  on  Vashion  Island. 

Vivian  Barber  of  the  contract  department 
at  Paramount  was  married  to  Alfred  Neal  in 
the  chapel  at  the  naval  hospital  . . . Alan 
Kohan  is  now  in  Seattle  as  exploiteer  for 
Warners.  As  soon  as  he  finds  a place  to  live 
he  will  bring  his  wife  and  family  here  from 
Omaha  . . . The  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.  staged  its 
annual  Christmas  party  for  youngsters  of 
theatre  folks  in  their  Jewel  Box  preview 
theatre.  Special  preview  and  candies  and 
ice  cream  were  supplied  by  George  Blair. 

Bill  Englen,  salesman  for  RKO,  came  in 
from  Lewiston,  Idaho,  to  spend  the  holidays 
. . . A1  O’Camp,  exploiteer  for  RKO,  was 
going  the  rounds  and  handing  out  gifts  to 
the  newspaper  boys  and  theatre  publicity 
men  . . . Mrs.  Randolph  Laughlin  of  St. 
Louis  is  a house  guest  of  the  von  Herbergs 
. . . Chris  and  Jean  Rowe  were  down  from 
Everett  to  join  the  family  dinner  of  Leroy 
and  Alys  Johnson. 


Los  Angeles  Notes 


■pack  from  Seattle  where  he  did  advance 
work  for  “Hollywood  Canteen”  was  Sam 
Clark,  Warners  west  coast  exploiteer  . . . 
Columbia’s  local  exchange  promoted  three 
from  the  ranks:  Charles  Wolcott,  head  ship- 
per, upped  to  booker;  Fred  Slatten,  assistant 
shipper,  became  head  of  department,  and  Ray 
Kenworth  took  second  shipper’s  spot. 
Changes  were  due  to  resignation  of  Jerome 
Schapiro,  booker,  whom  Wolcott  replaced. 

Columbia  salesmen,  Eddie  Ashkins,  Larry 
Kennedy  and  “Red”  Lentz,  returned  from 
their  annual  Christmas  week-long  vacation 
. . . Ditto  for  Joe  Rubenstein,  Harry  Levin- 
son, Dick  Lang  and  Bill  Samuels,  RKO’s 
happy  hunters. 


Eric  Becconsall  Becomes 
Manager  of  Ceres 

CERES,  CALIF. — Eric  Becconsall  is  man- 
ager of  the  newly  opened  Ceres  Theatre  here, 
which  is  owned  by  the  Redwood  Theatre 
chain.  The  modernistic  stadium  type  theatre 
seats  400  persons  and  is  adjoined  by  an 
ice  cream  and  lunch  counter  and  a park- 
ing lot. 

Becconsall,  a discharged  war  veteran,  said 
the  theatre  will  show  Class  A pictures  with 
four  changes  a week. 


DENVER 


Qne  of  the  major  efforts  of  the  motion 
picture  industry  in  the  recent  bond  drive 
was  the  bond  premiere  of  “Mrs.  Parking- 
ton”  at  the  Orpheum,  with  all  Denver  the- 
atres participating  and  backing  the  show, 
which  accounted  for  more  than  $300,000  in 
bond  sales.  Besides  the  film  a stage  show 
was  given,  which  was  recorded  and  later  was 
broadcast  over  KLZ.  Among  those  respon- 
sible for  the  success  of  this  show  were  Bob 
Garland,  Fox  film  buyer;  Mark  Ailing,  man- 
ager of  the  Orpheum;  these  gentlemen  are 
state  co-chairmen  of  the  industry  portion 
of  the  drive.  Ted  Halmi  and  Harold  Rice, 
co-publicity  chairmen,  and  Harry  Huffman, 
city  chairman,  also  were  active  in  promot- 
ing the  show. 

Motion  picture  industry  men  spearheaded 
the  drive  for  bond  sales  for  seats  at  the 
football  game  between  Denver  university  and 
Colorado  college,  which  accounted  for  more 
than  $5,700,000  in  bond  sales.  Louise  All- 
britton.  Universal  star,  made  Denver  a visit 
during  the  drive  and  in  three  hours  visited 
13  theatres,  thought  to  be  a record,  boosting 
the  bond  drive  at  every  stop.  Besides  this 
she  visited  army  camps  and  hospitals  in  and 
near  Denver. 

Joe  Dekker,  a Civic  Theatres  partner,  given 
a deferment  early  last  year,  has  again  been 
placed  in  1A  . . . Mike  Roth  hopes  to  have 
the  Broadway  all  dolled  up  and  ready  to 
open  within  a month.  He  is  doing  a thor- 
ough job  on  the  remodeling  of  this  old  house, 
built  about  1890,  and  the  local  theatre  show- 
ing many  of  the  stage  favorites  and  plays 
for  many  years.  Mike  is  using  some  of  the 
old  but  still  is  making  the  theatre  thor- 
oughly up  to  date  with  a new  front,  new 
lobby,  new  carpets,  seats  and  a new  booth. 
Much  of  the  old  gingerbread  is  being  re- 
moved. In  a slogan  contest  closing  New 
Year’s  day  thousands  of  entries  were  re- 
ceived. Top  prize  was  a war  bond  with 
other  awards  being  passes. 

New  members  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Screen  club  are:  Vincent  Footman,  mana- 
ger of  the  Victory;  Bruce  Marshall,  office 
manager  at  Universal;  Mike  Roth,  Broad- 
way manager;  A1  Lawter,  Denham  manager; 
Mary  Lee  Baker,  Atlas  Theatre  booker;  Con- 
stance Wubbenhorst,  office  manager  and 
booker,  Cooper  Theatres;  and  Eleanor  King, 
office  manager  of  Metro. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Nescher,  owners  of 
the  Capitol,  Springfield,  Colo.,  have  returned 
from  California  where  they  were  called  by 
the  death  of  his  sister  . . . Pat  McGee,  for- 
mer district  manager  for  Cooper  Enterprise 
Theatres,  spent  part  of  his  furlough  here 
. . . Sgt.  Mickey  Gross,  manager  of  the  Or- 
pheum before  joining  the  marines,  visited 
between  trains  here.  He  was  on  his  way 
from  a furlough  in  Kansas  City  to  Seattle 
where  he  will  be  in  a hospital  because  of 
wounds  received  in  action. 

John  Lindhart,  recently  in  the  army,  is 
filling  in  as  assistant  manager  at  the  Rialto. 
He  has  not  announced  his  plans. 
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Two  More  Victims 
Of  the  Global  War 

MILWAUKEE — Two  more  Fox  Wisconsin 
Amusement  Corp.  employes  have  been  killed 
at  war.  They  are  Pvt.  Robert  Birk,  marine, 
killed  at  Saipan;  Cpl.  Glen  Johnson,  army, 
killed  in  France. 

Former  employes  reported  wounded  are 
Pvt.  Harold  Soderberg,  now  recovering  in  a 
hospital  in  England;  Staff  Sgt.  William  J. 
Person,  wounded  by  flack  in  a raid  over  Ger'- 
many,  recovering  at  a hospital  in  England. 

Former  Fox  Wisconsin  Employe  Pvt.  James 
D.  Seidler  writes  President  Harold  J.  Fitz- 
gerald from  Central  Pacific:  “I’m  in  the 
First  marine  division  on  Peblin  Island  at 
present.  Our  company  has  been  on  the  front 
lines  for  14  days  now,  and  we’ve  had  some 
pretty  rough  times.” 

From  England,  Lieut.  William  Ganz  wrote: 
“I’ve  flown  on  plenty  missions  over  Germany 
as  either  a pilot  or  copilot  on  a Fortress. 
Haven’t  many  more  to  do  before  I have  com- 
pleted my  tour,  so  it  shouldn’t  be  too  long 
before  I return.  I’ve  finally  received  my  pro- 
motion to  first  lieutenant  and  to  top  it  all 
off  I became  engaged  to  a London  girl.” 

Also  from  England,  Pvt.  Joseph  Haney 
pens: 

“I  have  attended  several  theatres  over 
here,  a number  of  them  in  Piccadilly  in 
London.  Smoking  is  permitted  anywhere  in 
all  theatres.  Admissions  are  very  high  and 
the  houses  have  three  admissions  on  a seat 
scale  basis. 

“The  most  surprising  element  I’ve  seen  is 
that  the  public  here  has  been  trained  to  see 
all  movies  from  the  beginning.  The  houses 
more  or  less  spill  and  fill  completely  with 
each  performance,  and  they  do  have  full 
houses  on  the  first  performance.  Queue  lines 
form  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  an  hour 
before  the  boxoffice  opens. 

“They  have  some  beautiful  houses  and  well 
kept.  The  only  trailers  I have  seen  have 
been  on  Metro  pictures,  and  all  others  have 
card  announcements.  Piccadilly  Circus  is 
certainly  a playhouse.  They  have  theatre 
upon  theatre  in  this  section  of  London.” 

Lieut.  Jack  Mahoney  writes:  “After  re- 
turning from  a raid  in  an  LST,  the  follow- 
ing menu  was  offered  to  me:  Pigs  feet  with 
ice  cream,  cold  pancakes  with  warm  beer, 
watermelon  a la  mode  and  custard  pie  with 
mustard.” 

Lieut.  Douglass  E.  Hoffmann  writes:  “My 
job  brings  me  back  to  the  States  quite  often 
. . . Our  army  air  line  is  now  making  regular 
stops  at  Paris.  I surely  like  that  town,  and 
was  surprised  to  see  it  in  such  good  condition. 
One  would  hardly  know  Paris  was  in  the  war. 

“Flew  over  Normandy  at  500  feet  and  saw 
the  historic  invasion  coast  quite  well.  The 
wreckage  and  debris  is  phenomenal.” 


FAITH,  HOPE  AND  CHARITY— Carl 
Carlson  and  A1  Klinenberg  20th-Fox 
bookers,  and  A.  A.  VanDyke,  sales  man- 
ager, do  a take  off  of  the  Andrews  Sis- 
ters at  the  annual  20th -Fox  holiday  party 
held  at  the  Morrison  Hotel. 

Chicago  Barkers  Hold 
lew  Year's  Party 

CHICAGO — Variety  Club,  still  taking  bows 
for  its  excellent  Christmas  party,  staged  a 
farewell  to  1944  in  the  clubrooms  at  the 
Blackstone  Hotel  last  Saturday  night,  with 
plenty  of  whoopie,  card  games  and  other 
entertainment,  followed  by  a buffet  supper. 
Irving  Mack,  Ed  Brunell  and  Jack  Rose 
composed  the  arrangements  committee.  Jack 
Kirsch,  chief  barker,  announced  there  would 
be  a dinner  for  members  only  January  19. 
when  new  officers  for  1945  will  be  installed 
with  an  executive  of  the  national  organiza- 
tion in  charge. 

Dave  Shuler  New  Marcus 
Circuit  Advertising  Head 

INDIANAPOLIS — Rex  Carr,  general  man- 
ager Marcus  Enterprises,  announced  the  fol- 
lowing changes  in  personnel: 

Fred  Boyd,  who  formerly  was  manager  at 
the  Ritz  Theatre,  returned  to  his  post. 

Dave  Shuler,  present  manager  at  the  Ritz, 
moved  to  the  Marcus  general  offices  in  the 
Alamo  Theatre  Bldg,  as  advertising  manager. 

The  change  is  in  keeping  with  the  com- 
pany policy  of  promoting  employes  from  the 
ranks  and  will  become  effective  immedi- 
ately. 


Kelly  Plans  a Civic 
Theatre  in  Chicago 

CHICAGO — The  city  may  have  a civic 
theatre,  conducted  along  the  lines  of  the 
one  in  New  York.  Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly 
announced  that  after  the  war  the  old  Audi- 
torium, now  housing  service  men  center  No. 
2,  may  be  converted  into  such  a playhouse, 
presenting  popular-priced  concerts,  stage- 
plays  and  the  like. 

He  is  being  inspired  and  encouraged  by 
Eddie  Dowling,  actor-producer,  currently 
here  in  “The  Glass  Menagerie,”  and  Louis 
J.  Singer,  New  York  banker  and  producer 
of  the  play.  The  theatre  would  be  financed 
partly  by  the  city  and  partly  by  subscrip- 
tions. 

This  had  been  the  intention  of  the  orig- 
inal Auditorium  company,  bond  holders  in 
the  old  building  when  it  was  sold  for  taxes 
several  years  ago. 

St.  Louis  Variety  Club 
Helps  Curb  Delinquents 

ST.  LOUIS — The  Variety  Club  of  St.  Louis 
and  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr„  WAC  chairman  in 
eastern  Missouri,  share  in  the  credit  for 
helping  to  reduce  juvenile  delinquency  in  St. 
Louis  40.7  per  cent  during  1944,  while  in 
ether  sections  of  the  country  vandalism  by 
young  boys  and  girls  was  on  the  increase. 

Frank  X.  Reller,  chief  probation  officer  of 
the  St.  Louis  juvenile  court,  disclosed  the 
fine  gains  made  here  in  releasing  his  annual 
report  December  31.  He  freely  gave  credit 
for  the  improved  conditions  here  to  the 
juvenile  division  of  the  police  department 
which,  in  cooperation  with  schools,  churches 
and  other  groups,  such  as  the  Variety  Club, 
has  simply  applied  the  old  theory  “you  kill 
more  films  with  honey  than  you  can  with 
vinegar.”  The  police  have  become  pals  of 
the  underprivileged  children  of  the  city,  while 
the  other  agencies  have  provided  equipment 
for  recreational  facilities,  reading  and  sew- 
ing rooms  and  for  baseball,  football,  basket- 
ball teams. 


Booker  Norris  to  Hospital 

INDIANAPOLIS  — Richard  Norris,  Para- 
mount booker,  will  leave  soon  to  enter  the 
Veterans  Hospital  at  Los  Angeles  for  treat- 
ment for  an  improperly  healed  leg  injury. 
He  will  remain  there  for  two  years,  accord- 
ing to  doctors. 


Mrs.  Dusinberre  in  Hospital 

RED  BUD,  ILL. — Mrs.  C.  T.  Dusinberre 
of  the  Red  Bud  Theatre  is  a patient  at  St. 
John’s  Hospital  in  St.  Louis,  where  she  un- 
derwent an  operation. 


Eve  Big  in  Loop ; Theatres  Benefit 


James  Coston  a Chairman 
In  Red  Cross  Campaign 

CHICAGO — Named  as  chairman  of  the 
various  divisions  in  the  forthcoming  Red 
Cross  drive  are  the  following  representing 
the  show  business:  James  Coston,  Warner 
Theatres  zone  manager,  chairman;  John 
Balaban,  B&K  co-chairman;  Hal  Halperin 
of  Theatre  Authority;  Jack  Kirsch  of  Allied 
and  Edwin  Silverman,  president  of  Essaness. 


Negro  Paper  Lauds  Cohn 

CHICAGO — Harry  Cohn,  president  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  Orson  Welles,  actor-author-pro- 
ducer, were  among  those  listed  on  the  race 
relation’s  honor  roll  of  1944  by  the  Chicago 
Defender,  a negro  newspaper.  Among  other 
names  were  those  of  Sgt.  Joe  Louis,  Gen. 
Dwight  Eisenhower  and  Columnist  Drew 
Pearson. 


CHICAGO — A crowd  estimated  at  more 
than  a million  milled  through  the  loop  to 
welcome  1945,  then  many  scurried  into  the- 
atres to  escape  Old  Man  Winter,  who  was 
on  the  job  to  give  the  infant  New  Year  a 
chilly  reception.  The  mercury  dipped  to 
zero  or  under,  but  the  ardor  of  merrymakers 
was  not  cooled  as  horns  trumpeted,  confetti 
flew  and  everybody  sang. 

There  was  very  little  disorder  and  there 
was  swell  business  in  every  film  house  with 
most  prices  upped  for  the  occasion.  The 
lowest  admission  was  the  99  cents,  including 
tax,  which  usually  prevails  in  downtown 
houses  on  holidays,  and  the  highest  was 
$1.80,  claimed  by  the  de  luxe  places,  with 
other  prices  hitting  a figure  in  between.  At- 
tendance was  so  good  at  the  midnight  per- 


formances that  any  one  of  the  theatres  could 
have  held  a second  owl  show  and  done  okay. 

In  addition,  cafes  were  jammed  to  the 
doors  all  night  long,  and  last  but  not  least, 
churches  were  well  attended  not  only  at  the 
watch  services  but  throughout  the  night  and 
all  day  New  Year’s. 

The  scene  throughout  the  city  indicated 
that  everybody  and  his  brother  were  out  going- 
places  and  doing  things,  either  with  solem- 
nity or  with  levity,  but  the  new  low  on  “drunk 
and  disorderly”  markings  on  police  blotters 
indicated  there  was  little  thought  of  all-out 
whoopie  on  the  public’s  mind. 

William  H.  Spencer,  regional  director  of 
the  War  Manpower  Commission,  said  that 
absenteeism  over  the  weekend  continued  to 
remain  at  the  low  holiday  level  it  has  shown. 
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MILWAUKEE 


Dack  in  town  from  the  South  Pacific,  Sgt. 

Prank  De  Lorenzo  talked  things  over 
with  Otto  Trampe  and  other  IATSE  boys. 
Frank  said  he’d  heard  of  the  “House  of 
De  Lorenzo”  in  Italy  from  a buddy,  and  he 
certainly  intends  to  view  that  illustrious 
branch  should  he  hit  Italy  . . . Carl  Rebeck, 
RKO  booker,  was  away  from  his  desk  due 
to  illness  . . . Kenneth  Seim,  UA  office  man- 
ager, was  in  Chicago  over  the  Christmas 
holiday. 

“Tomorrow  the  World,”  the  UA  release  in- 
troducing Skippy  Homeier,  was  previewed  at 
the  Warner  Theatre  . . . Mayor  Bohn  ap- 
pointed Robert  P.  Druecker  to  fill  Charles 
Trampe’s  unexpired  term  on  the  Milwaukee 
motion  picture  commission.  Trampe  resigned 
. . . Howie  Emerson,  former  local  tram  man 
who  fronted  the  house  band  at  George 
Devine’s  ballroom  then  joined  Frankie  Carle, 
played  a one-nighter  at  the  Eagles  with  the 
Carle  outfit. 


movement  of  Carl  Eppert’s  symphonic  cycle, 
“Symphony  of  the  City,”  gets  a Cincinnati 
Symphony  Orchestra  performance  in  Janu- 
ary. Eppert  is  noted  in  musical  circles  as 
a composer. 

Norma  Albert  of  RKO  spent  Christmas  at 
Ironwood,  Mich.  Cold  around  here,  says 
Norma  . . . Sympathy  to  George  N.  Blatch- 
ford,  former  Fox  Wisconsin  executive  now 
with  Monogram  in  Hollywood,  on  the  death 
of  his  mother  recently  . . . Joseph  Reynolds, 
Oriental  manager,  reports  more  than  1,200 
in  bond  sales  were  turned  in  by  Junior 
B29ers. 

National  Screen  Service  is  represented  in 
the  armed  forces  by  H.  Dettman,  Leo  Martay, 
Oscar  Martay,  Dan  L.  Rothman,  Richard  M. 
Theison  and  Ralph  L.  Wiese  . . . “Hollywood 
Canteen”  ushered  in  the  New  Year  at  the 
Capitol  in  Madison  and  at  the  Warner  in 
Milwaukee. 


“Naughty  Marietta”  will  play  the  Audi- 
torium in  one  of  the  American  Legion’s 
“pop”  concerts  . . . Another  local  lad  mak- 
ing good  is  Billy  Grey  who  was  an  emcee 
about  night  spots.  He  appears  on  Jack 
Kirwood’s  air  show  over  CBS  . . . Elnora 
Horn  of  the  RKO  office  spent  Christmas  at 
Hilbert  . . . Ben  Marcus,  head  of  the  Marcus 
circuit,  was  in  for  a confab  with  Joe  Strother. 

Jack  Stamaton,  Garfield  Theatre  mana- 
ger, is  the  papa  of  a baby  girl,  who  has  been 
named  Linda  Ann  . . . Sharon  Frame,  a 
9-year-older,  sold  well  over  1,000  war  bonds 
in  that  Junior  B29er  pitch,  says  Jerry 
Luedtke,  manager  of  the  Milwaukee  Theatre, 
her  home  office  . . . “Blossom  Time,”  that 
immortal  musical,  is  scheduled  for  the 
Davidson  in  January  in  its  23rd  consecutive 
season  here. 

Chick  Lewis,  UA  publicist,  was  in  again 
pitching  for  “Guest  in  the  House,”  “Abroad 
With  Two  Yanks”  and  “Three’s  a Family,” 
all  pictures  to  play  the  Riverside  in  suc- 
cession coupled  with  stage  shows  . . . “The 
Body,”  also  known  as  Marie  McDonald,  ap- 
pears briefly  here  in  connection  with  the 
showing  of  her  picture,  “Guest  in  the  House” 
. . . Eddie  Weisfeldt,  Riverside  manager, 
offers  a gratis  show  and  dinner  to  any  Mil- 
waukee girl  named  Evelyn  Heath.  There’s 
a major  character  named  Evelyn  Health  in 
the  film. 

Joe  Strother,  buyer  and  booker  for  the 
Marcus  circuit,  reports  the  entire  Milwaukee 
contingent  attended  the  Christmas  party  at 
Appleton  . . . Harry  Shumow,  Metro  man- 
ager, is  back  at  his  desk  after  a brush  with 
pneumonia  . . . “City  Shadows,”  the  second 
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Art  Stone,  who  years  back  fronted  a band 
at  Charley  Toy’s,  has  a new  unit  at  Lakota’s. 
His  canary,  Dorothy  Joy,  is  easy  on  the  eyes 
and  sells  her  songs  weii  . . . RKO  salesmen 
vacationing  were  Joe  Imhoff,  Morey  Ander- 
son, R.  W.  Baker  and  Bill  Foley. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Sam  Miller  of  the 
State  and  Gladstone  in  Rhinelander;  Don 
Deakin,  Dells  Theatre,  Wisconsin  Dells; 
Stanley  Gere,  Warner  and  Badger,  Racine; 
Bill  Exton,  Roosevelt,  Kenosha,  and  J.  Juell, 
Garden,  in  South  Milwaukee;  Edmund  Hanus, 
Home,  Antigo;  Frank  Milavetz,  Hurley;  H. 
Miller,  Victor,  Hartland;  E.  K.  Koenigsrieter, 
Greendale. 

The  Warner  exchange  Christmas  party  in- 
cluded luncheon  at  the  Plankinton  Hotel,  a 
screening  of  "To  Have  and  to  Have  Not”  and 
"Three  Caballeros”  at  the  Warner  screening 
room.  Then  Ann  Gapinski  brought  records 
and  Leon  Dizon  supplied  the  record-player 
for  dancing.  There  were  vocals  by  Lucille 
Cohen,  Lois  Dittman  and  Frank  Wassman, 
the  maintenance  man.  Don  Woods,  mana- 
ger, received  silver  candlesticks  commemorat- 
ing his  25th  wedding  date,  plus  a portfolio 
and  cigarets  as  Christmas  gifts.  Norman 
Bieringer  functioned  as  bartender. 

“It's  the  McCoy,”  that  all  soldier  variety 
show,  did  right  well  at  that  Riverside  The- 
atre bond  premiere.  Local  patrons  are  ready 
for  another  appearance.  A show-stopped  as 
usual  was  Camp  McCoy’s  dance  band,  Majors 
and  the  Minors  . . . Jim  Method,  local  bas- 
ketball star,  does  feminine  impersonations 
at  the  Miami  Club  in  the  Mad  Methods. 

The  Fox  Wisconsin  Amusement  Christmas 
party  was  highlighted  by  “grab  bag”  gifts 
. . . Warren  L.  Stafford,  Balaban  & Katz  sup- 
plies executive,  was  buried  at  Pardeeville  . . . 
“Life  With  Father”  at  the  Davidson  was  well 
received  though  most  of  the  cast  was  now 
here.  In  its  fourth  appearance  here  the  play 
pulled  fairly  well  at  the  boxoffice. 

Moe  Horwitz,  Carl  Michel,  Meyer  Kahn 
and  George  Edgerton,  20th-Fox  salesmen, 
were  vacationing  . . . That  face  lifting  job 
at  PRC — new  paint,  fixtures  and  other  phys- 
ical improvements  — makes  the  place  the 
brightest  spot  on  Seventh  St. 

Gay  Schmidt,  Metro,  was  approached  by 
a delivery  boy  when  leaving  the  office  on 
Christmas  Eve.  “Where’s  Gay  Schmidt?”  said 
he.  “I’m  Gay,”  said  she.  The  boy  presents 
her  a package.  Gay  opened  same  and  found 
a cigaret  case,  lighter  and  a gold  lapel  heart 
broken  in  THREE  places,  all  without  a card. 
Gay  says  she  wonders  who  sent  it. 

The  Army  at  War  art  exhibition,  a record 
of  American  GIs  by  American  artists,  opened 


December  31  at  Layton  Art  Gallery.  It  con- 
sists of  150  paintings  collected  by  the  war 
department,  sent  on  a national  tour  by  the 
treasury  department.  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald, 
head  of  Fox  Wisconsin,  functioned  as  pres- 
entation chairman.  The  exhibit  is  open  daily 
until  January  14.  William  V.  Geehan,  as- 
sistant to  Fitzgerald,  is  publicity  chairman. 

In  a party  at  Hotel  Schroeder,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Ainsworth,  Fond  du  Lac,  were 
honored  by  close  friends  and  members  of 
the  ITO  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan. 
The  occasion  commemorated  the  close  of 
Ainsworth’s  five  years  as  ITO  president.  The 
guests  presented  luggage  to  the  Ainsworths 
who  responded  with  some  of  their  special 
piano  duets  . . . Metro  received  Christmas 
greetings  from  Sidney  Eckman  and  Sgt.  Irv- 
ing Beck,  former  workers  now  in  the  armed 
forces. 

About  100  showmen  attended  the  joint 
farewell  for  Nat  Nathanson,  UA  branch 
manager  who  has  been  transferred  to  Chi- 
cago, and  Verne  Touchett  who  goes  to  the 
coast.  Nathanson  was  promoted  to  manage 
the  Chicago  UA  branch.  Touchett  is  to  book 
film  for  Fox  West  Coast  . . . All  film  sales- 
men are  vacationing  over  the  holidays.  Many 
went  to  spots  out  of  town. 

Ed  Rickaby,  Tivoli,  Stephenson,  Mich.,  was 
on  the  Row.  With  him  was  Garland  Comp- 
ston,  new  owner  of  Waubena  Theatre,  Wau- 
bena  and  Clubhouse  Theatre,  Laona.  Rickaby 
reports  plenty  to  do  with  his  bowling  alley, 
theatre,  roller  rink,  local  garage  and  pinch- 
hitting  for  his  son  at  Stephenson  and  Dag- 
gett, Mich. 

When  James  Melton  was  in  town  for  his 
concert  at  Milwaukee  Auditorium  he 
“swooned”  the  gals  at  Metro.  Melton  posed 
for  photos  with  them  and  generally  added 
cheer  to  the  day  there  . . . “It’s  the  McCoy,” 
all-soldier  musical  on  a bond  tour  of  12 
Wisconsin  cities,  played  Superior. 

Elmer  Hall,  Metro  porter,  is  confined  to 
the  hospital  with  possible  pneumonia  . . . 
When  Olsen  and  Johnson’s  “Sons  O’  Fun,” 
played  the  Parkway  at  Madison,  it  was  the 
usual  rough  house  with  the  audience  par- 
ticipating; dancing  in  the  aisles  and  plenty 
of  horseplay  took  place  . . . Featured  were  A1 
Ganz,  Joe  May,  A1  Meyers  and  Marilyn  Ross. 

Who  was  the  showman  riding  the  Green 
bus  expounding  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
father  of  twins  and  confusing  the  driver  to 
such  degrees  that  stop  lights  were  over- 
looked? . . . “The  City”  was  shown  gratis  at 
Milwaukee  Art  Institute.  The  picture  is  in 
three  sequences : the  quiet  of  the  country,  the 
industrial  city  with  confusion,  tumult  and 
sordidness  in  the  slums,  and  a final  sequence 
showing  a planned  city  combining  the  best 
features  of  country  and  city  life. 

Local  showmen  are  preparing  for  the 
March  of  Dimes  drive.  Johnny  Mednikow, 
NNS  manager,  is  plenty  busy  with  those 
trailers  . . . Elsie  Sutter,  “Miss  Wisconsin  of 
1944,”  has  a new  tag,  “Elsie  Arlene”  . . . 
“Beachhead  to  Berlin,”  the  only  Technicolor 
film  of  the  Normandy  invasion,  was  pre- 
viewed at  the  Warner  screen  room. 

Sparta  Company  Will  Build 
Theatre  There  After  War 

SPARTA,  ILL. — The  Sparta  Theatres,  Inc., 
has  purchased  a lot  at  131  West  Broadway 
here  on  which  to  build  a theatre  after  the 
war,  Charles  Wells,  president,  announced. 


Ann  Harding  to  "Endearing  Charms" 

Ann  Harding  has  been  hired  for  important 
chore  in  RKO’s  “Those  Endearing  Young 
Charms.” 
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Holiday  Hits  "Creek" 
Despite  Big  Bally 

CHICAGO — Business  during  the  last  week 
of  the  old  year  was  nothing  to  remember 
with  smiles.  There  was  a lift  Christmas 
weekend  and  then  a letdown  but  exhibitors 
looked  for  a bit  of  a break  over  the  New 
Year’s  double  holiday.  “Frenchman’s  Creek,” 
well  ballyhooed  and  bond  premiered,  just  did 
average  business  when  all  was  said  and  done. 
Johnny  Long  with  his  band  plus  other  stars 
and  on  the  screen  “And  Now  Tomorrow”  did 
pretty  well  at  the  Chicago.  The  Oriental  got 
a good  share  of  the  bobby-socksers,  out  of 
school  for  the  holidays,  with  Harry  Cool  on 
the  stage  and  “Carolina  Blues”  on  the  silver- 
sheet.  At  the  Woods,  “The  Princess  and  the 
Pirate”  did  better  with  sidewalk  holdouts  of 
kids  for  the  matinees.  The  United  Artists 
got  off  to  a fair  start  with  “Thirty  Seconds 


Over  Tokyo.” 

(Average  is  100) 

Apollo — Very  Thought  of  You  (WB) 100 

Chicago — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  plus 

Johnny  Long  and  band  on  stage 115 

Downtown — Aboard  With  Two  Yanks  (UA),  plus 

Benny  Carter  and  band  on  stage 95 

Garrick — The  Conspirators  (WB) 95 

Grand — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO);  My  Gal 

Loves  Music  (Univ),  2nd  loop  wk 90 

Oriental — Carolina  Blues  (Col),  plus  Harry  Cool 

heading  stage  show  110 

Palace — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter 

Arsene  Lupin  (Univ) 100 

Roosevelt — Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox) 100 

State-Lake — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para)  100 

Studio — Aloah  (Dezel);  Mistress  Satan  (Dezel)....  90 
United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M)  .....100 

Woods — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO) 100 

World  Playhouse — The  Great  Mr.  Handel 

(Teitel)  95 


All  Houses  in  Milwaukee  Report 
Low  Receipts  in  Holidays 

MILWAUKEE — In  spite  of  the  long  Christ- 
mas holiday,  receipts  at  practically  all  houses 
were  off,  with  the  last  minute  shopping  and 
bad  weather  registering  an  effect.  “Lake 
Placid  Serenade”  did  well  enough  at  the 


Alhambra  for  a holdover. 

Alhambra — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep); 

Bowery  Champ  (Mono)  85 

Palace — Together  Again  (Col);  Strange  Affair 

(Col)  75 

Riverside — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ);  Tex  Ritter 

on  stage  80 

Strand — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M);  Barbary 

Coast  Gent  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 80 

Warner — The  Conspirators  (WB);  Babes  on 

Swing  Street  (Univ)  80 

Wisconsin — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox); 
Dark  Mountain  (Para)  80 


Holiday  Business  Unexpectedly 
Slim  at  Indianapolis 

INDIANAPOLIS  — Boxoffice  business  was 
unexpectedly  slim.  Exhibitors  looked  for  a 
dull  and  listless  period  around  the  holidays, 
but  what  came  was  unusually  low.  Neigh- 
borhoods also  sung  the  blues. 


Alamo — Code  of  the  Prairie  (Rep);  Moonlight 

and  Cactus  (Univ)  65 

Circle — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO);  Atlantic  City 

(Rep)  95 

Indiana — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 100 

Loew's — Kismet  (M-G-M);  Shadows  in  the  Night 

(Col)  _ 110 

Lyric — Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para),  reissue; 

My  Buddy  (Rep)  100 


Ex- Assistant  to  Trial 

MILWAUKEE— William  Dodd,  former  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Paradise  Theatre 
was  bound  over  to  municipal  court  for  trial 
under  $500  bail  after  waiving  preliminary 
hearing  in  district  court  on  a charge  of 
larceny  as  bailee.  Dodd,  who  was  accused  of 
leaving  Milwaukee  for  Greensboro,  Ala.,  in 
October  after  taking  $393  in  theatre  receipts 
surrendered  to  West  Allis  police  authorities 
December  29. 


Scripter  on  "Return  to  Dawn" 

Joseph  Bercholz,  producer,  has  set  Richard 
Weil  as  scripter  on  Republic’s  “Return  to 
Dawn.” 


ST.  LOUIS 


JJarry  A.  Ross,  president  of  Ross  Federal, 
was  in  recently  on  an  inspection  trip 
through  the  middle  west  and  south  . . 
Graphic  motion  pictures  of  the  second  bat- 
tle of  the  Philippines  Sea  last  October  24, 
which  were  taken  by  A1  Clounts,  naval 
photographer  and  former  St.  Louis  Post- 
Dispatch  advertising  department  artist,  were 
lost  when  his  ship,  the  carrier  St.  Lo,  was 
sunk  by  Japanese  bombers  in  the  battle. 
Clounts  is  home  on  a 30-day  survivor’s  leave 
visiting  his  father. 

“Kid”  Regan,  St.  Louis  Star-Times  sports 
page  columnist,  is  back  on  the  job  after  a 
lengthy  stay  in  the  veterans  hospital  at  Jef- 
ferson Barracks.  He  reports  that  Chester 
Gruber,  who  operated  the  Miners  Theatre  in 
Collinsville,  111.,  and  who  later  was  a fa- 
vorite on  both  radio  and  stage,  has  dropped 
his  “Tony  Cabooch”  role  on  the  stage,  screen 
and  radio  and  will  soon  be  heard  on  a 
Hollywood  broadcast  billed  as  Ace  Chance. 

Funeral  services  were  held  December  29  at 
a local  undertaking  parlor  for  Joseph  Sippy, 
79,  head  of  the  Empress  Amusement  Co.,  who 
died  of  pneumonia  at  Barnes  Hospital  De- 
cember 27  following  a long  illness. 

Sgt.  Dean  B.  Yemm,  28,  infantryman,  has 
received  a Purple  Heart  for  wounds  received 
in  action  November  8 in  France,  according 
to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Regina  Yemm.  His  father, 
Ted  Yemm,  was  a member  of  the  motion 
picture  theatrical  firm  of  Reed,  Yemm  & 
Hayes  in  southern  Illinois  several  years  ago. 
He  now  resides  here.  Two  other  Yemm  boys 
have  been  wounded  in  service  overseas  re- 
cently, according  to  reports  received  in  St. 
Louis. 

Myra  Stroud  of  the  Fanchon  & Marco  ad- 
vertising staff  is  doing  a fine  job  of  keeping 
the  174  employes  of  that  circuit  who  are 
scattered  around  the  world  with  the  armed 
forces  properly  advised  as  to  what  all  their 
fellow  workers  are  doing.  She  edits  The 
Round  Up,  which  goes  to  these  service  men 
and  women  at  regular  intervals. 

St.  Louis  financial  circles  have  been  ad- 
vised that  a pension  trust  plan  to  benefit 
employes  of  the  Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Corp. 
and  affiliated  companies  has  been  approved 
by  the  treasury  department. 

Bishop  James  A.  Griffin  of  the  Springfield 
(111.)  diocese  of  the  Catholic  church  has 
declined  an  invitation  from  the  state  health 
department  to  attend  a preview  of  a motion 
picture  that  deals  with  venereal  diseases.  The 
bishop  said  that  Catholics  are  opposed  to 
the  film  and  will  oppose  any  attempt  to 
show  it  in  the  motion  picture  theatres  of 
Illinois.  The  film  is  owned  by  the  U.S.  pub- 
lic health  service. 

Sgt.  William  H.  Seiler  of  St.  Louis  is  house 
manager  of  a “night  club”  for  soldiers  which 
is  operating  with  a professional  master  of 
ceremonies,  and  volunteer  stage  numbers  to 
fill  in  between  the  film  shows  given  for 
the  fighting  men  in  Germany.  It  operates 
over  a German  beer  hall  . . . The  army’s 
“Winged  Victory”  played  to  the  second  best 
night  of  its  current  tour  at  the  Kiel  Audi- 
torium recently,  grossing  $7,856. 


"Catherine"  Presented 

CHICAGO  — Continuing  its  film  revival 
series,  the  Art  Institute  showed  “Catherine 
the  Great”  last  Saturday.  Made  in  1934,  the 
picture  features  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr., 
Elizabeth  Bergner  and  Flora  Robson. 


To  Cast  of  “This  Love  of  Ours" 

Tony  Caruso  has  checked  into  the  cast 
of  Warners’  “This  Love  of  Ours.” 


Icy  Indiana  Highways 
Tangle  Deliveries 

INDIANAPOLIS  — Ice  covered  Indiana 
roads,  sleet  and  heavy  snow  not  only  pre- 
vented exhibitor  visitations  to  Filmrow  and 
held  film  salesmen  off  the  road,  but  played 
havoc  with  film  deliveries.  In  some  cases 
distributors  resorted  to  parcel  post  delivery 
service,  others  used  bus  transportation,  ex- 
press and  other  methods  of  delivery  to  get 
product  on  schedule. 

Elmer  Klase  Rolls  662 
For  a Milwaukee  High 

MILWAUKEE  — In  the  IATSE  weekly 
bowling  sessions,  Elmer  Klase  rolled  high  for 
three  games  with  662;  Harry  Eifert,  second, 
with  656,  and  George  Brader,  third,  646. 
Brader  took  the  first  high  single  top  spot 
with  267;  Sam  Hoenig,  second,  247;  Elmer 
Klase,  third,  247.  Team  No.  7 had  three- 
game  high  with  2,452;  No.  3,  second,  2,532; 
No.  6,  third,  2,522.  No.  7 also  rolled  into 
first  for  a single  game  with  943.  Team  No.  7 
also  held  second  with  927;  team  No.  5 is  in 
third  with  927.  Team  No.  8 was  in  first  place 
with  28  won  and  17  lost,  followed  by  No. 
3,  5,  7,  4,  6,  1 and  8. 

M-G-M  and  Universal  Tied  for  Lead 
In  Chicago  Bowling  League 

CHICAGO  — M-G-M  and  Universal  tied 
for  first  place  in  the  Motion  Picture  Bowling 
League  the  latter  took  two  out  of  three  from 
Leo  the  Lion.  Republic  dropped  two  to  War- 
ners at  the  same  session.  Monogram  took 
two  out  of  three  from  Film  Chauffeurs  but 
Republic  is  team  leader  with  a total  of  2,659 
for  three  games.  Monogram  is  runnerup  with 
2,649.  Frank  Nardi  of  Republic  is  individual 
leader  for  three  games  with  618,  followed  by 
M-G-M’s  Bill  Bishop  with  604.  Team  high 
for  single  games  went  to  Monogram  with 
953,  trailed  by  Film  Chauffeurs  with  914.  Ed 
Klass  had  individual  high  for  a single  game 
with  249.  F.  Hanzelin  was  second  with  238. 
High  game  sweepstake  winners  for  the  week: 
Stocketh,  208;  Gerry,  203;  Jensen,  212. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won  Lost 

Metro  24  18 

Universal  24  18 

Monogram  22  20 

Film  Chauffeurs  21  -21 

Republic  20  22 

Warners  15  27 

INDIVIDUAL  STANDINGS 

Avg. 

E.  Klass  (FC)  177 

Bill  Bishop  (M-G-M) 177 

C.  Stocketh  (Univ)  176 

F Hanzelin  (Univ) 174 

V.  Swanson  (FC) 173 

E.  Friedman  (Univ)  172 

C.  Keim  (M-G-M) 171 

H.  Gerry  (Mono) 170 

Jack  Kirsch  (Rep) 169 

A.  Fischer  (M-G-M)... — 169 


Devises  Delinquent  Curb 

CHICAGO — A system  to  help  curb  juvenile 
delinquency  has  been  devised  by  Ted  Tur- 
rell,  manager  of  Warners  Beverly  Theatre. 
To  date  the  system  is  working  well.  When 
a youngster  misbehaves,  he  is  taken  by  the 
arm  and  marched  to  his  home  by  Manager 
Turrell,  who  tells  the  parents  what  the 
young  offender  has  done. 
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/Conditions  are  returning  to  normal  on  the 
Row,  with  Christmas  ties,  scarfs  and 
sweaters  dutifully  worn  briefly  then  buried 
in  the  back  of  the  bureau  drawer  and  the 
Tom  and  Jerries  forgotten  by  the  Hanks  and 
Mikes  as  they  settle  down  to  routine  . . . 
Herman  Marks  received  a doll  from  Santa, 
a real  live  one,  a boy,  weighing  six  pounds 
four  ounces.  He  was  born  Christmas  Day,  the 
first  child  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks. 

Van  Nomikos  is  again  operating  the  Em- 
press as  a straight  picture  house,  trying  to 
forget  his  flyer  at  burlesque  . . . Lieut.  Rob- 
ert Taylor  went  to  the  coast  to  see  his  frau 
for  Christmas  when  Barbara  Stanwyck  Tay- 
lor couldn’t  come  here  for  the  holidays. 

Tony  Propelka,  M-G-M  shipper,  went  to 
the  blood  bank  to  donate  his  11th  pint.  He’s 
the  father  of  11  youngsters  . . . Bill  Green, 
M-G-M  press  agent,  off  on  a vacation  to  the 
coast  and  to  visit  his  mother  out  there  . . . 
Carmen  Cavallaro,  star  at  the  Empire  room, 
has  been  signed  for  a flicker  by  Warners  . . . 
Photogs  and  reporters  lunched  with  Geral- 
dine Fitzgerald  at  the  Pump  room  while  she 
dallied  here  briefly  westward  bound.  She  is 
the  “Mrs.”  of  “Wilson.”  . . . Max  Bloom,  vet 
showman,  remembered  for  his  stage  play, 
“The  Sunny  Side  of  Broadway,”  is  enjoying 
his  job  on  the  shady  side  of  Sheridan  Road 
at  the  Essaness  Sheridan  Theatre.  He’s  a 
comanager. 

Barrett  McCormick,  advertising-publicity 
chief  for  RKO,  and  his  wife  passed  through, 
coastbound  for  a confab  with  other  biggies 
. . . Nikki  Kaye,  wife  of  BOXOFFICE’S  for- 
mer reporter,  SeaBee  Hal  Tate,  has  been 
inked  in  for  another  13  weeks  on  WCFL 
where  she  is  writer,  producer  and  mistress 
of  ceremonies  of  her  program  dealing  with 
show  business. 

Irving  Mack’s  son,  Bernard,  wounded  in 
France,  has  been  awarded  a Purple  Heart 
. . . E.  G.  Fitzgibbon,  Paramount  exploiteer, 
staged  a screening  of  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  for  Capital  record  dealers  last  week 
. . . Irving  Mandel,  Monogram  head,  and  his 
wife,  have  gone  to  Miami  for  a month’s 
vacation. 

Oscar  Morgan,  head  of  Paramount’s  short 
subject  department,  was  here  for  a business 
session  then  off  to  Milwaukee  and  Minne- 
apolis . . . Nate  Perlstein  has  gone  to  Holly- 
wood to  launch  the  new  Danny  Kaye-Harry 
James  air  show,  his  first  assignment  on  his 
new  job  as  ad  man  for  Pabst  Blue  Ribbon 
. . . The  Santa  Fe  Club  gave  its  ninth  an- 
nual Christmas  party  at  the  Blackstone  last 
weekend.  It  was  a “Super  Chief”  affair  what 
with  the  dailies,  tradepapers  and  exchanges 
represented  and  with  lots  of  entertainers  and 
plenty  to  eat  and  sip.  Lee  Lyles  and  Jim 
Merrick  of  the  railroad  were  offical  hosts. 

Glen  Burt,  house  manager  for  Variety  Club 
who  has  been  ill,  is  back  on  the  job  again  . . . 
Martha  Raye  has  been  signed  by  A1  Borde  for 
a lead  in  his  stage  show,  “Holiday  for  Girls.” 
Greta  Christensen,  RKO  starlet,  has  quit  the 
screen  to  be  with  her  husband  here,  Maurice 
Golden,  M-G-M  talent  scout. 

Jackie  Cooper,  who  has  been  stationed  at 
Great  Lakes  naval  training  station,  leaves 
soon  for  duty  in  the  Pacific  . . . Stanley 
Young’s  talk  on  what  will  happen  to  the 
picture  industry  after  the  war  has  been  put 
into  a booklet  and  distributed  by  the  Chicago 
Ampro  Corp. 

Members  of  Local  110,  MPO,  have  gone 
over  the  top  by  $76,000  in  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  drive,  Gene  Atkinson,  business  man- 


ager, announced.  The  quota  for  the  group 
was  $200,000  and  they  hit  $276,000  . . . Stan 
Kramer,  former  exploiteer  for  station  WGN, 
is  now  with  Warners  on  special  exploitation 
...  Jim  Gregory  of  the  circuit  by  the  same 
name  says  they’ve  taken  over  the  operation 
of  the  Pickwick  at  Syracuse,  Ind. 

Sol  Best  was  on  the  Row,  looking  for  a 
snow  shovel  so  he  could  dig  a way  in  to  his 
Holly  Theatre  . . . Don  McGuire  (Chicago’s 
Don  Rose,  newspaper  photographer),  recently 
signed  by  Warners,  is  now  acting  in  “This 
Love  of  Ours”  with  John  Garfield  and 
Eleanor  Parker. 

Phylis  Smetana  of  ABC  program  printers 
has  sent  out  a calendar  picturing  the  office 
mascot  Bummy,  a cat  who  has  a family  of 
five  kittens,  and  so  fur  so  good,  all  pictured 
on  the  calendar  . . . It’s  wedding  bells  for 
Helene  Lapin  of  Warners’  film  department. 
She  had  a big  sparkler  to  prove  it  . . . A1 
Weinberg  of  Warner  Theatres  ad  department 
and  Gene  Krupa  did  a duolog  in  jive,  which 
was  recorded  with  some  difficulty  by  Larry 
Stein  for  the  next  issue  of  War-Ner-Grams. 

George  Valos,  until  recently  managing  the 
navy’s  theatre  at  Glenview,  has  gone  to  sea. 
His  brother  Will,  with  a medical  discharge,  is 
back  at  the  Valos  theatres  . . . Republic  will 
have  a two-day  sales  meeting  at  the  Black- 
stone  January  10-11. 

Harry  Smythe  mushed  in  from  Fort 
Wayne  through  the  piled  drifts  to  bring  be- 
lated Christmas  gifts  to  pals  on  the  Row  . . . 
Elliott  Cohn,  loop  supervisor  for  Confection 
Cabinet  Co.,  is  looking  for  something  to  fill 
those  holes  where  candy  bars  used  to  be. 
Jack  Belasco,  the  Woodsman,  suggested  cig- 
arets,  but  didn’t  know  where  to  get  them. 

Mae  Tinee,  film  critic  of  the  Tribune  for 
30  years,  has  retired.  In  private  life  she  was 
Mrs.  Francis  Grover.  She’s  been  succeeded 
by  Anna  Nangle,  who  will  keep  Mae’s 
pseudonym  . . . Freddie  Mindlin  has  been 
missed  since  he  joined  National  Screen’s  De- 
troit sales  staff.  He  missed  the  holiday 
parties  this  year  for  the  first  time  in  15 
years  . . . The  Hoosier  Hot  Shots,  here  for 
Christmas,  went  back  to  the  coast  to  do  four 
more  for  Columbia  . . . Joseph  Pasternak, 
M-G-M  producer  here  recently,  signed  up 
Dorothy  Claire,  Latin  quarter  singer,  and 
she’ll  be  coastbound  soon. 

Lucia  Lerrigo,  Warner  publicist,  is  also 
writing  a film  column  for  the  weekly,  Inter- 
Ocean,  published  by  Dennison.  Dale  (The 
Sun)  Harrison’s  column  stated  that  “Up  in 
Arms”  netted  its  producer  about  $160,000 
and  runnerup  to  this  new  high  will  be  “Since 
You  Went  Away”  which  looks  like  $90,000  for 
its  maker.  Those  were  the  biggest  grosses 
earned  by  any  picture  in  Chicago. 


New  Year's  Eve  Provides 
Operators'  Bonanza 

Chicago — A new  high  in  pay  was  real- 
ized by  Local  110,  Chicago  Motion  Pic- 
ture Machine  Operators  Union,  for  New 
Year’s  Eve  when  the  local  demanded, 
and  got  $3.57  an  hour  for  straight  time 
in  all  theatres  where  admission  was  99 
cents,  including  tax,  and  double  time  in 
those  houses  after  midnight.  All  loop 
theatres  had  midnight  shows  and  some 
operated  till  early  morning. 


Red  Bud  Theatre  Rings 
Up  Another  Bond  Mark 

RED  BUD  ILL. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  T.  Dusin- 
berre,  managers  of  the  Red  Bud  Theatre 
here,  continued  through  the  Sixth  War  Loan 
drive  the  excellent  bond-selling  record  they 
have  established  since  the  war. 

In  the  last  loan  the  Dusinberres  sold  most 
of  the  town’s  quota,  selling  533  E bonds 
totaling  $76,125.  Their  Red  Bud  Theatre 
seats  300  in  this  town  of  1,000  population. 

The  Sixth  War  Loan  record  brought  the 
total  sales  credited  to  the  Red  Bud  Theatre 
to  $310,079. 


Travel  Films  Soon 

CHICAGO — Colored  films,  shown  to  the 
National  Geographic  Society  in  Washington 
throughout  the  winter,  will  be  displayed  here 
by  the  Chicago  College  Club  January  10. 


To  “Tell  It  to  a Star"  Cast 

William  B.  Davidson  has  been  added  to  the 
cast  of  Republic’s  “Tell  It  to  a Star.” 


INDIANAPOLIS 


/"•arl  Anderson,  Universal  booker  who  was 
compelled  to  take  a two-month  layoff 
because  of  injury  received  while  at  work, 
will  return  to  his  desk  Monday  (8)  . . . 
Albert  F.  Heinman,  83,  who  started  operating 
theatres  in  1880,  died  recently.  He  retired 
in  1920.  He  was  the  oldest  theatre  operator 
in  the  state,  and  had  lived  in  Valparaiso 
most  of  his  life. 

Mrs.  Betty  Larrimore,  former  20th-Fox 
poster  department  employe,  has  returned  after 
several  months  spent  on  the  west  coast  with 
her  son  who  has  been  ill,  and  has  joined 
National  Screen  Service  . . . Mannie  Marcus, 
who  heads  the  Marcus  Enterprises,  was  con- 
fined to  his  home  by  a severe  cold  . . . Edith 
Theard  of  Paramount  was  confined  to  her 
home  with  a leg  injury  received  in  a fall. 

Russell  L.  Brentlinger,  RKO  manager,  and 
his  sales  crew  went  to  Cleveland  to  attend  a 
sales  conference  Thursday  on  the  Ned  De- 
pinet  drive  . . . PRC  here  announces  closing 
a deal  with  Alliance  Theatres  of  Chicago  for 
1945  PRC  product  in  all  theatres  of  the 
circuit  . . . Lieut.  James  W.  Barr,  who  has 
been  in  service  in  the  Mediterranean,  is 
home  on  leave.  He  was  associated  with 
Dudley  Williston,  his  father-in-law,  in  the 
Williston  Enterprises,  operators  of  motion 
picture  houses. 

Pvt.  Herbert  Abrams,  former  salesman  for 
Affiliated  Distributors,  is  home  on  a 30-day 
furlough  after  22  months  in  the  Pacific  war 
as  a member  of  a regimental  band  . . . W.  K. 
Embleton  is  the  new  salesman  at  Monogram 
. . . Val  Rosian,  brother  of  Peter  Rosian, 
Universal  district  manager,  who  is  attending 
an  officers  candidate  school  at  Ft.  Harrison, 
was  visited  by  his  wife  on  Christmas.  She 
lives  in  New  York. 

Variety  Club  entertained  50  wounded  sol- 
diers at  Stout  Field  Hospital  Christmas  Day. 
Members’  wives  furnished  home-made  cakes, 
pies  and  other  delicacies.  Carl  Niesse  was 
master  of  ceremonies  . . . Capt.  A.  W.  Baker, 
who  managed  the  Circle  until  he  entered 
the  army  two  years  ago,  was  here  a few  days 
en  route  to  Camp  Swift,  Tex.,  where  he  re- 
ported this  week  as  assistant  executive  of- 
ficer of  the  prisoner  of  war  camp.  He  had 
been  theatre  officer  at  Camp  Breckinridge, 
Ky„  and  was  transferred  to  the  provost  mar- 
shal general’s  office  after  taking  a special 
course  of  training  in  New  York. 
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Business  at  Omaha 
Shows  Good  Gains 

OMAHA — Omaha  business  houses  made 
gains  as  high  as  111.7  per  cent  over  a pros- 
perous 1943  in  1944.  Only  two  categories, 
grain  receipts  and  shipments  and  conven- 
tion attendance,  showed  a drop. 

Omaha  not  only  retained  second  place  in 
the  country  as  a livestock  center  but  soared 
to  within  $750,000  of  the  receipts  at  Chi- 
cago. The  most  notable  business  gain,  111.7 
per  cent,  was  in  the  value  of  building  per- 
mits, reaching  a $3,975,608  total. 

Retail  sales  skyrocketed  13.5  per  cent 
over  the  preceding  year  for  a total  of  $199,- 
670,562.  All-time  records  also  were  set  by 
the  wholesalers  who  did  a 1944  volume  esti- 
mated at  $702,256,795,  an  increase  of  11.2 
per  cent  over  1943,  which  in  turn  was  in- 
crease of  14.5  per  cent  over  1942. 

Conservative  estimates  for  the  manufac- 
turing division  were  $502,708,320,  an  increase 
of  18  per  cent.  Bank  receipts  were  up  16.5 
per  cent. 


Special  Tax  Revenue  in  Iowa 
Second  Largest  in  History 

DES  MOINES — Iowa’s  13  special  taxes  and 
its  liquor  profits  in  1944  produced  $71,138,320 
in  revenue,  second  largest  in  history,  accord- 
ing to  State  Treasurer  John  M.  Grimes. 

Record  breaking  retail  sales  tax  payments 
of  22  y2  million  dollars  in  the  third  wartime 
year  helped  to  boost  the  total  revenue  514 
million  above  the  1943  level  of  6514  million. 
Three  other  special  taxes — on  beer,  insur- 
ance and  inheritances — also  set  all-time 
records. 

Gasoline  tax  collections  were  up  by  $881,- 
954,  but  motor  vehicle  registration  fees  were 
down  by  $379,166  from  a year  ago. 

Income  tax  payments  were  half  a million 
higher  than  a year  ago  in  the  second  year  of 
half  payment  of  the  individual  income  tax. 
More  significantly,  they  were  only  $770,777 
less  than  the  $8,491,482  record  payment  of 

1942  before  the  tax  was  halved. 

Total  special  tax  revenue  for  the  year, 
furthermore,  was  only  $1,489,196  under  the 
record  collections  of  1942,  when  $72,627,516 
rolled  in. 

But  new  car  sales  were  not  frozen  until 
Jan.  1,  1942,  and  gasoline  rationing  did  not 
begin  until  Dec.  1,  1942.  Total  collections  of 
special  taxes  for  the  last  peacetime  year  of 
1941  were  $61,138,877. 

Property  taxes  for  all  purposes  levied  in 

1943  for  payment  in  1944  exceeded  100  mil- 
lion dollars,  bringing  the  total  tax  collections 
for  the  year  to  $171,649,358,  the  highest  in 
state  history. 

Fox  Midwest  to  Open 
New  Theatre  at  Spa 

EXCELSIOR  SPRINGS,  MO.— T.  S.  Wil- 
son, manager  of  the  Beyer  Theatre  here,  an- 
nounced recently  that  Pox  Midwest  will 
open  another  house  in  a building  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Casino  and  Wood  theatres. 

The  location  is  a block  east  of  Main  St., 
just  north  of  Broadway.  The  building  will 
be  redecorated,  new  sound  equipment  will  be 
installed  and  the  new  showcase  will  be 
named  the  Siloam  in  honor  of  Excelsior 
Springs  as  a mineral  water  center. 


Hensler  to  Film  Classics 

DES  MOINES — Larry  Hensler,  veteran  on 
Des  Moines’  Filmrow,  is  now  associated 
with  Film  Classics  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  ac- 
cording to  an  announcement  made  here  last 
week  by  Julien  King.  Hensler  has  been 
salesman  for  Warners  for  the  last  two  years, 
and  prior  to  that  was  manager  of  the  Mono- 
gram exchange  in  Des  Moines. 


L.  Warneke  of  Waterloo 
Is  Sued  by  Universal 

DES  MOINES — Lorenze  Warneke,  Water- 
loo, was  named  defendant  in  a Polk  County 
district  court  suit  in  which  Universal  Film 
Exchange,  Inc.,  Des  Moines,  asks  judgment 
for  $1,590.15  claimed  due  under  a film  rental 
contract  of  May  18,  19'±3.  The  plaintiff 
claims  that  Warneke  did  not  show  various 
films  at  theatres  at  Dike  and  New  Hartford, 
Iowa,  after  agreeing  to  do  so. 

Minnesota  Mayors 
Veer  Off  Tickets 

MINNEAPOLIS — It  now  appears  as  though 
Minnesota  mayors,  seeking  new  needed  reve- 
nue, may  look  elsewhere  than  theatre  ad- 
missions, as  proposed,  for  the  source.  A move 
to  obtain  a larger  share  of  the  state  public 
utilities  tax  for  the  municipalities  is  under 
consideration  as  a substitute  for  the  tax  on 
admissions  which  has  encountered  stiff  oppo- 
sition from  the  film  industry. 

A special  committee  appointed  by  the 
mayors’  group  now  has  the  matter  in  hand 
and  is  making  a study  of  it.  In  other  states, 
towns  and  cities  receive  a much  larger  pro- 
portion of  such  a tax  than  in  Minnesota,  it 
has  been  pointed  out. 

The  mayors’  group  previously  went  on  rec- 
ord in  favor  of  an  enabling  act  by  the  In- 
coming Minnesota  state  legislature  to  per- 
mit municipalities  to  impose  a local  tax,  in 
addition  to  the  federal  tax,  on  amusement 
admissions.  However,  the  proposition  was 
referred  to  the  special  committee  for  further 
study. 

Film  interests  are  greatly  concerned,  not 
only  because  they  believe  that  any  further 
admission  boost  will  injure  patronage,  but 
also  because  under  the  proposal  theatre 
grosses  would  become  public  property  open  to 
distributors  and  competitors  alike. 

Webb  City  Show  Closed 
By  Blaze  in  Booth 

WEBB  CITY,  MO. — A fire  in  the  projec- 
tion room  of  the  Civic  Junior  Theatre  here 
recently  destroyed  film  and  caused  smoke 
and  water  damage  which  closed  the  theatre 
for  a few  days.  Howard  Larsen,  manager, 
said  the  blaze  apparently  originated  from  a 
short  circuit  in  the  wiring  while  Bob  Case, 
projectionist,  was  checking  some  film  prior 
to  showing. 

Roxy  at  St.  Ansgar  Shuts 
Its  Doors  Temporarily 

ST.  ANSGAR,  IOWA— The  Roxy  Theatre 
has  been  closed  temporarily.  It  is  owned  by 
H.  A.  Anderson,  who  is  now  in  the  army. 
Mrs.  Anderson  has  been  operating  the  thea- 
tre in  her  husband’s  absence. 


Love  for  Stamp  Causes 
"The  Uncle"  to  Burn 

Ogallala,  Neb. — A local  stamp  collector 
recently  let  his  enthusiasm  for  the  new 
motion  picture  postage  stamp  carry  him 
away.  He  obtained  a cast  of  the  new 
stamp  from  a local  theatre  and  had  it 
printed  at  the  newspaper  office  on  the 
left  hand  corner  of  a batch  of  envelopes. 
He  sent  one  of  his  souvenirs  to  the  post 
office  department.  Out  to  Ogallala  came 
a secret  service  man,  who  gathered  up 
the  mat  and  the  envelopes.  He  said  the 
printer  and  the  collector  both  “had  been 
bad  boys.” 


Iowa  Showmen  Fight 
All  Over  the  Globe 

DES  MOINES  — Pvt.  Robert  Thompson, 
former  doorman  at  the  Paramount  Theatre 
in  Cedar  Rapids,  is  in  Belgium,  according  to 
a recent  letter  in  which  he  says  the  Belgian 
people  are  friendly  to  our  men  there.  Pvt. 
Paul  Ragona,  also  from  Cedar  Rapids,  is 
now  in  France.  Two  other  Cedar  Rapids  men 
are  also  overseas — Sgt.  Jim  Dulin’s  destina- 
tion is  unknown;  Borge  Iverson,  AEM  3/c,  is 
in  England. 

Warrant  Officer  Jack  V.  Boyle,  formerly 
of  Clinton,  is  in  the  Fitzsimmons  General 
Hospital  at  Denver.  A letter  from  Sgt.  Dick 
Hendricks,  formerly  of  Cedar  Falls,  says: 
“I’ve  been  around  . . . Except  in  the  movies, 
I haven’t  laid  eyes  on  a woman  for  more 
than  eight  months.”  Hendricks  in  in  the 
marines. 

Bill  Reed,  Cedar  Rapids  “Flying  Tiger,” 
has  been  promoted  from  major  to  lieutenant 
colonel  with  the  army  air  forces  in  the  Chi- 
nese theatre  of  operations.  He  has  been 
awarded  the  Silver  Bar  for  bravery  in  action 
and  has  received  the  DFC  and  Air  Medal 
for  the  second  time,  having  completed  more 
than  50  missions  over  China  since  arriving 
a year  ago. 

Last  June,  Reed  was  shot  down  over  China 
and  spent  three  weeks  getting  back  to  his 
station  on  foot.  He  was  a lieutenant  when 
he  left  the  air  corps  in  1940  to  join  the  AVG 
in  China,  winning  honors  with  the  Flying 
Tigers.  When  he  re-entered  the  air  corps, 
he  was  commissioned  a major. 

Cpl.  Jack  Slingluff,  former  Tri-States  man- 
ager in  Cresco,  is  now  stationed  in  the  South- 
west Pacific  with  the  U.S.  marine  corps. 

Pvt.  Donald  D.  Crawford,  also  of  Cresco, 
is  back  at  Camp  Hood,  Tex.,  where  he  is 
a cook. 

Former  employes  of  the  Lake  Theatre  in 
Clear  Lake,  Iowa,  are  widely  scattered.  Her- 
bert E.  Cobb,  seaman,  a former  operator,  is 
at  sea.  Sgt.  Carl  E.  Richey,  former  doorman, 
is  with  the  base  unit  at  Hamilton  Field  in 
California.  Carl  M.  Shutter,  another  former 
operator,  is  at  the  navy  yard  in  Brooklyn. 

Ted  White,  formerly  of  the  theatre  in  Cen- 
terville, has  gone  overseas.  Lewis  J.  Callison, 
Chariton,  is  now  in  Kearns,  Utah. 

Three  gold  stars  have  been  placed  on  the 
service  flag  at  Newton.  Jack  Nichols,  naval 
flyer,  has  been  reported  missing  in  action. 
Orra  Poulson  was  killed  in  Sicily  and  May- 
nard Higby,  who  operated  at  the  Rialto  The- 
atre in  Newton,  died  in  camp  in  Mississippi. 

Other  Newton  men  in  the  service  are 
Oscar  Callison  and  Richard  E.  Lewison,  both 
in  England;  Mel  Spain  in  this  country;  Ed- 
ward Lloyd  with  the  navy  in  the  Pacific, 
and  Walter  “Bud”  Barrett  in  the  Pacific. 


On  With  E Bond  Sales 

DES  MOINES — The  bond  drive  in  Iowa 
has  been  extended  beyond  the  nation’s  dead- 
line and  will  continue  through  the  month  of 
December,  the  state  war  finance  committee 
said  recently.  The  reason  is  that  Iowa’s 
series  E bond  sales  failed  to  come  up  to 
quota.  A recent  tally  showed  the  state 
had  less  than  70  per  cent  of  its  61  million- 
dollar  E quota.  Among  other  groups,  the 
state  committee  sent  out  an  appeal  to  Iowa 
theatre  operators  to  adopt  a more  aggres- 
sive sales  attitude  to  help  put  this  state  over 
the  top  in  the  E bond  sales. 


Wins  $1,000  Drawing 

DES  MOINES — Miss  Pauline  Harrison,  20, 
waitress  at  the  Just  Lunch  Co,,  511  Grand 
Ave.,  won  $1,000  last  week  in  a Tri-State  bank 
night  drawing.  Miss  Harrison,  who  lives  at 
Altoona,  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Noble.  She  registered  in  July  at  the 
Paramount  Theatre. 
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Dube  Melcher,  president  of  the  Poppers’ 
**’  Supply  Co.,  left  December  29  for  Los 
Angeles  where  he  will  spend  a month  at  his 
branch  office  there.  Mrs.  Melcher  accom- 
panied him.  Popcorn  shipments  are  still 
sporadic,  it  was  said  at  his  office,  due  to  the 
damp  weather  which  has  delayed  the 
processing  ...  At  Warner  Bros,  it  was  re- 
ported that  Salesman  Bill  Bradfield,  who 
has  been  off  sick  for  several  weeks,  was  able 
to  return  Tuesday  . . . Film  Inspector  Mae 
Reedy’s  mother,  who  lives  at  White  City, 
Kas.,  fell  and  broke  her  hip  the  day  after 
Christmas.  Miss  Reedy  was  called  home  on 
this  account. 

The  following  from  RKO  left  for  St.  Louis 
Friday  night  to  attend  the  meeting  there 
inaugurating  the  new  1945  Ned  Depinet  drive 
for  salesmen  billing:  Jack  Renfro,  branch 
manager;  Paul  Back,  office  manager;  Earl 
Dyson,  city  salesman;  Gil  Canfield,  publicity 
manager,  and  Salesmen  Johnny  Wangberg, 
George  Hinton,  Bob  Ringler.  The  meeting 
was  only  for  one  day,  Saturday,  January  6, 
and  executives  from  the  New  York  office 
v/ere  to  attend.  Bob  Folliard,  RKO  eastern 
district  manager  with  headquarters  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  is  captain  of  the  drive.  The 
Kansas  City  group  went  down  by  train.  The 
drive  is  an  annual  event. 

Metro’s  five  salesmen  who  have  been  off 
for  a week's  vacation  over  the  holidays  (ana 
this  is  in  addition  to  their  regular  two-week 
vacation),  are  back  this  week  and  out  to 
sell  Block  10.  They  are  the  following,  who 
cover  the  territories  designated:  Ed  Green, 
southwest  Missouri;  Truly  Wildman,  city;  A1 
Adler,  northwest  Missouri;  Jim  Ronsier, 
northwest  Kansas;  Ed  Golden,  central  Kan- 
sas . . . Eddie  Green,  a veteran  on  the  Row, 
has  just  returned  from  a two-week  visit  with 
his  family  in  California. 

Bernie  Evens  at  M-G-M  was  wearing  a 
smile  this  week  as  he  related  the  record- 
breaking  rim  of  the  Midland’s  New  Year 
offering,  "Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo.”  He 
gave  considerable  credit  to  the  campaign  as- 
sistance of  North  American  Aviation  Co., 
which  manufactures  the  B25s  that  partici- 
pated in  the  Tokyo  raid.  The  company  also 
plugged  the  picture  in  their  house  organ  and 
on  the  bulletin  boards  and  furnished  a lobby 
display.  Another  tieup  was  with  Jones 
Store  Co.  which  distributed  5,000  pictures  of 
Van  Johnson  and  in  return  used  a large  co- 
operative ad. 

Salesmen  Parky  Parkhurst  and  Eddie 
O’Neil  are  back  on  the  job  at  Republic  after 
their  two-week  holiday  vacation. 

In  almost  every  exchange  which  your  re- 
porter visited  last  Tuesday  morning,  Lieut. 
Kenneth  Levy  was  being  greeted  enthusi- 
astically. He  returned  to  this  country  De- 
cember 26  after  once  having  been  reported 
missing  in  action  in  the  European  war  . . . 
Like  most  of  our  returning  veterans,  Ken- 
neth was  reticent  almost  to  the  point  of  shy- 
ness about  what  he  did  over  there.  He  was 
flying  a Mustang  when  he  had  to  bail  out 
and  was  captured  by  the  Nazis.  Later  he 
reached  friendly  troops  and  was  sent  home 
for  a visit  with  his  mother  here,  Mrs.  Beulah 
Levy,  a biller  at  United  Artists.  Kenneth  was 
on  the  Row  for  years  with  his  father,  Joe 
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Levy,  who  carried  special  attractions.  The 
lieutenant  will  be  sent  on  in  about  two  weeks 
to  a rehabilitation  center.  He  was  wounded 
in  action. 

Elmer  Bills  opened  up  his  El  Jon  Theatre 
at  Brunswick,  Mo.,  on  a temporary  basis  the 
Saturday  night  before  New  Year’s.  Even 
though  the  building  is  not  completed,  he  will 
continue  to  operate  while  work  is  going  on 
. . . National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  is  complet- 
ing installations  at  Ray  Cook’s  Missouri 
Theatre  at  Maryville,  Mo.,  and  expects  to 
have  it  ready  to  open  in  a week  or  ten  days. 

Lon  Fidler,  Monogram  franchise  holder 
with  headquarters  in  Denver,  spent  the  week 
in  Kansas  City  . . . Jack  Johnson,  formerly 
of  the  Ritz  at  McPherson,  Kas.,  which  he 
sold,  is  now  with  Warren  Weber  at  the  Nile 
in  Winfield,  Kas. 

M.  G.  Shackleford,  of  Columbia,  formerly 
in  the  army  air  force,  from  which  he  was 
released,  has  been  instructing  CAP  classes. 
He  is  associated  with  the  Kansas  City,  Kas., 
squadron,  a matter  which  greatly  disturbs 
(?)  Beverly  Miller,  who  has  taught  two  sea- 
sons with  Kansas  City,  Mo.’s  squadron  No.  2 
and  is  now  an  intelligence  officer  for  it 
. . . Other  air-minded  folk  on  the  Row  in- 
clude Betty  Hunt  at  Paramount,  an  enlisted 
member  of  the  CAP,  and  Charles  Sieben- 
thaler,  who  has  a photographic  laboratory 
and  serves  as  a photographic  officer. 

Mrs.  Amy  Sinclair,  office  manager  for 
M-G-M,  will  leave  for  New  York  the  middle 
of  January  to  attend  the  office  managers’ 
meeting  with  home  office  officials.  It  is 
scheduled  to  last  for  a week  . . . Francis 
Keilhack,  manager  for  National  Theatre 
Supply,  has  been  apologizing  to  visitors  the 
past  few  days  because  of  the  “clutter”  occa- 
sioned by  the  repairs  and  redecorating  going 
on  there.  Keilhack  invited  them  all  to 
“come  back  later  and  see  how  we  look  when 
we  get  all  fixed  up.” 

Buster  Fortson,  well-known  Commonwealth 
porter  and  chauffeur  for  Clarence  Schultz, 
is  in  Bell  Memorial  Hospital  being  treated 
for  a heart  illness  ...  In  the  Metro  office, 
Joyce  Prowell  has  been  moved  over  from  the' 
switchboard  to  be  secretary  to  Head  Booker 
Woodie  Walker  . . . Sophia  Pappas,  secre- 
tary to  RKO  Manager  Jack  Renfro,  was  off 
last  week  due  to  illness  ...  At  the  RKO 
Christmas  party  held  at  the  Continental 
Hotel  on  December  22,  the  company  played 
Santa  Claus  and  passed  out  bonuses. 

L.  George  Ross,  National  Screen  Service’s 
branch  manager  here,  presided  at  the  party 
given  by  the  company  for  its  entire  per- 
sonnel at  the  Muehlebach  grill  December  30. 
A luncheon  was  served  and  as  master  of 
ceremonies  Ross  gave  the  principal  address 
and  read  a letter  from  Herman  Robbins, 
president  of  the  company.  It  was  an  en- 
thusiastic affair,  augmented  by  the  Christ- 
mas bonuses  which  were  distributed  by  the 
company.  Frank  Berglas,  Wichita  resident 
representative,  who  had  planned  to  drive  in 
for  the  occasion,  was  unable  to  come  after 
his  car  was  smashed  up  in  a highway  acci- 
dent. Fortunately,  he  was  uninjured. 

RKO’s  “Tall  in  the  Saddle,”  said  to  be  the 
second  western  to  play  the  Orpheum  as  a 
first  feature,  made  a good  record  there  as 
its  Christmas  offering  . . . National  Screen 
Service’s  office  manager,  Miss  Hazel  Buell, 
has  been  pinch-hitting  as  George  Ross’s  sec- 
retary until  someone  can  be  found  for  that 
position. 

In  an  item  in  these  columns  last  week, 
the  address  of  RCA  was  given  as  21  W.  18th 
St:  This  should  have  been  221  W.  18th. 


Potter  Now  Showman 
For  GIs  in  France 

MINNEAPOLIS — Merle  Potter,  long  a mo- 
tion picture  editor  on  two  Minneapolis  news- 
papers and  who  resigned  as  general  mana- 
ger of  the  Bennie  Berger  circuit  of  inde- 
pendent theatres  to  enter  the  armed  services, 
was  the  subject  of  an  article  by  Virginia 
Safford,  Star-Journal  columnist. 

“It’s  only  what  one  would  expect,”  wrote 
Mrs.  Safford.  “Merle  Potter’s  back  in  the 
show  business  again.  Captain  Potter  (his 
title  while  serving  Uncle  Sam)  found  him- 
self in  France  at  a certain  post  which  (as 
he  writes  to  Bennie  Berger)  ‘makes  it  look 
as  though  there  won’t  be  much  for  us  to 
do  until  we  get  into  Germany — and  that 
won’t  be  next  week.’ 

He  Has  “Funniest  Theatre” 

“So,”  continues  Mrs.  Safford,  “he  asked 
to  be  assigned  to  special  services  for  a while 
and  his  colonel  took  him  up  on  it.  Merle 
says,  ‘I’ve  now  got  the  funniest  theatre  you 
ever  saw — a former  German  warehouse,  about 
200  by  50  feet.’  Into  this  space  Merle  has 
crammed  a PX,  a PO,  a barber  shop,  his 
own  office,  a big  recreation  room  for  GIs 
and  another  for  officers. 

“ ‘I’ve  had  a stage  built  on  which  we  could 
present  a show,  lined  up  talent  and  we’re 
about  to  present  our  first  production,  “Ware- 
house Varieties.”  You’d  get  a kick  out  of 
the  props  we’re  using — materials  collected 
from  a former  German  airport  that  include 
wiring,  tables,  spotlights,  lumber,  etc. 

Formerly  the  Germans’ 

“ ‘This  airport  was  evidently  given  a ter- 
rific pounding  by  our  forces  and  was  just 
a mass  of  concrete  and  twisted  steel.  Some 
of  the  stuff  for  the  theatre  I got  from  Ger- 
man dugouts  60  feet  underground.  Among 
the  activities  of  my  building  are  church  serv- 
ices on  Sunday.  I live  in  the  warehouse  in 
an  office  used  by  the  Germans.  My  room- 
mate, another  captain,  was  formerly  with 
the  Los  Angeles  police  force.  Lieut.  William 
Powell  is  here,  and  it’s  something  of  a coin- 
cidence that  he  used  to  run  errands  for  us 
on  the  old  Journal  while  he  was  earning 
money  to  put  himself  through  the  university.’  ” 

Concludes  Mrs.  Safford:  “Merle  is  pretty 
pleased  about  getting  invitations  to  dine  in 
nearby  French  homes.  Lately  when  acting 
as  mess  officer  in  Belgium,  he  found  he  was 
employing  a man  who  once  had  been  chef 
at  the  Savoy  and  Claridge  in  London.  High 
living!” 

Potter  has  a son  who  is  an  officer  and 
pilot  in  the  air  corps.  He  also  served  in  the 
first  world  war. 

Work  Is  Begun  on  New 
Theatre  in  St.  Paul 

ST.  PAUL,  KAS.— J.  E.  Balfry,  who  for- 
merly owned  a theatre  on  the  north  side  of 
town,  recently  started  conversion  of  a pool 
hall  building  into  a motion  picture  theatre. 
A sloping  floor  is  being  installed  and  the 
old  store  front  is  being  replaced  by  a mod- 
ern recessed  theatre  front.  The  building  will 
be  leased  for  operation  when  the  remodeling 
is  completed. 


Fire  Closes  Tama  House 

DES  MOINES— The  theatre  at  Tama, 
Iowa,  has  been  closed  temporarily  to  repair 
damages  resulting  from  a fire  there  re- 
cently. The  theatre  is  owned  by  Wes  Mans- 
field who  also  has  theatres  at  Belle  Plaine 
and  Toledo. 
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Eve  Liquor  Ban  Helps 
Pack  the  Theatres 


DES  MOINES — Rigid  Iowa  laws  affecting 
the  sale  of  liquor  on  Sunday  helped  pack 
theatres  on  New  Year’s  Eve.  Almost  all  of 
the  17  theatres  in  the  city  reported  sellout 
business  at  midnight  showings  which  in 
some  cases  were  previews. 

Thus  did  a comparatively  quiet  New  Year’s 
Eve  in  other  respects,  rebound  to  the  thea- 
tres’ favor.  State-controlled  liquor  laws  re- 
quired all  stores  to  close  early  on  Saturday, 
December  30.  It  is  illegal  to  sell  drinks  at 
bars  in  Iowa.  Bars  were  closed  on  Sunday, 
December  31,  but  clubs  and  restaurants  were 
open.  The  state  law  also  prohibits  the  sale 
of  beer  after  midnight  Saturday. 

Although  the  New  Year’s  Eve  business  was 
good,  the  Orpheum,  which  had  a late  show- 
ing of  its  regular  attraction  to  welcome  in 
1945,  was  the  only  theatre  to  draw  above 
average  audiences  during  the  week.  “Experi- 
ment Perilous,”  with  Hedy  Lamarr,  and  Kay 
Kyser  in  “Carolina  Blues”  formed  the  double 
bill  at  that  theatre.  “Frenchman’s  Creek” 
at  the  Des  Moines,  and  “Sensations  of  1945” 
double  billed  with  “Pearl  of  Death”  at  the 
Paramount,  failed  to  come  up  to  par  during 


the  week. 

(Average  is  100) 

Des  Moines — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para) 85 

Orpheum — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO); 

Carolina  Blues  (Col)  115 

Paramount — Sensations  ot  1945  (UA);  Pearl 
of  Death  (Univ)  85 


Kansas  City  New  Year  Week  Great 
With  “Winged  Victory"  in  Lead 

KANSAS  CITY — Happy  New  Year  news 
was  good  here.  All  theatres  had  good  shows 
and  good  crowds  over  the  holiday  weekend. 
The  Midland  with  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”  went  well  above  average  and  “And 
Now  Tomorrow”  met  the  high  expectations 
of  the  Newman  management,  while  “Experi- 
ment Perilous”  kept  the  register  working 
overtime  at  the  Orpheum.  At  the  Tower 
“Carolina  Blues”  and  “When  Strangers 
Marry”  plus  a fresh  stage  show  totaled  ex- 
ceptionally good  results.  The  Esquire,  Up- 
town and  Fairway  did  tremendous  business 
with  the  long-expected  “Winged  Victory.” 
The  weather  was  very  cold  as  the  New  Year 
blew  in. 


Esquire,  Fairway  and  Uptown — Winged  Victory 

(20th-Fox)  

Midland — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 

Newman — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

Orpheum — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 

Tower — Carolina  Blues  (Col);  When  Strangers 
Marry  (Mono),  plus  stage  show 


185 

.150 

145 

.130 

135 


Minneapolis  Orpheum  Does  Smashing 
Business  With  “The  Merry  Monahans" 

MINNEAPOLIS  — The  Orpheum  with 
Frankie  Carle’s  orchestra  on  the  stage  and 
“The  Merry  Monahans”  on  the  screen  did 
a smashing  New  Year’s  week  business,  lead- 
ing the  field.  “Frenchman’s  Creek,”  at  Radio 
City,  also  was  a standout.  “The  Princess 
and  the  Pirate,”  which  did  sensational  busi- 
ness its  first  week  at  the  State,  continued  to 
click.  Other  holdovers  were  “Since  You 
Went  Away”  and  “Gypsy  Wildcat,”  in  their 
fourth  and  second  weeks,  respectively. 


Aster — Ever  Since  Venus  (Col);  Shadows  in 

the  Night  (Col)  100 

Century — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  4th  wk 125 

Gopher — National  Barn  Dance  (Para) 100 

Lyric — Gypsy  Wildcat  (Univ),  2nd  wk 90 

Orpheum — The  Merry  Monahans  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  175 

Rcdio  City — Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) 160 

State — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (Para), 

2nd  wk 140 

World — Man  in  Half  Moon  Street  (Para) 120 


Despite  First  Zero  Weather  Omaha 
Theatres  Score  in  Good  Weekend 

OMAHA — Despite  Omaha’s  first  real  zero 
weather  most  downtown  Omaha  houses  did 
good  New  Year’s  weekend  business  in  addi- 
tion to  their  midnight  shows.  “Our  Hearts 


Ames  Widow  and  14  Children  Win 
Iowa  "Romance"  Family  Prize 


Were  Young  and  Gay”  and  “She’s  a Sweet- 
heart” boosted  the  Orpheum  Theatre  to  the 
top  spot  in  the  final  week  before  it  begins 
its  new  stage  show  season.  "Frenchman’s 
Creek”  was  the  best  in  weeks  at  the  Para- 
mount and  at  the  Omaha,  “Mrs.  Parkington,” 
a moveover  in  its  second  week,  dualed  with 
“Sergeant  Mike,”  did  better  than  in  its  first 
week. 


Brar.deis — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO);  The 

Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO) 150 

Omaha — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.,  move- 

over;  Sergeant  Mike  (Col) 135 

Orpheum — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para);  She's  a Sweetheart  (Col) 170 

Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para)  135 

State — Brazil  (Rep);  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 135 

Town — Yanks  Ahoy  (UA),  Stage  to  China  (RKO), 
split  with  The  Soul  of  a Monster  (Col),  Cry  of 
the  Werewolf  (Col) 125 


Iowa  Passes  E Quota;  Goes 
Far  Beyond  Main  Goal 

DES  MOINES — Iowa  reached  its  Series  E 
bond  goal  of  61  million  dollars  for  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  last  week  when  the  Federal  Re- 
serve Bank  in  Chicago,  111.,  reported  state 
sales  of  E bonds  totaling  $61,100,000. 

Simultaneously  it  was  announced  that  un- 
precedented buying  by  corporations  and  in- 
surance companies  sent  Iowa’s  total  sales  to 
an  all-time  high  for  a war  bond  campaign, 
amounting  to  $307,500,000.  This  was  172.7 
per  cent  of  the  quota  for  total  sales  of 
$178,000,000. 

In  the  Fifth  War  Loan  Iowans  bought 
$77,338,000  worth  of  E bonds  against  a quota 
of  74  million  dollars. 

Orpheum  Stage  Shows 
Start  Series  on  5th 

OMAHA — Johnny  Long’s  band  plus  Borrah 
Minevitch’s  Rascals  was  to  open  the  Or- 
pheum’s  1945  stage  show  program  January  5. 

Then  will  follow  Frankie  Carle;  Spike 
Jones,  Dante’s  Magic  Show,  Glenn  Gray  and 
his  orchestra,  Hal  McIntyre’s  band,  Ted 
Lewis’  revue,  Vaughn  Monroe  and  Earl  Car- 
roll’s  new  vanities  edition. 


Tattler  s Wishes  tor  ' 45 ; 
Also  Three  Showmen  s 

Omaha — In  listing  New  Year’s  hopes 
the  Omaha  Town  Tattler  puts  first,  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  that  do  not  use  the 
adjective  “glorious”  in  front  of  color 
films;  second,  people  who  say  to  him,  “I 
read  your  review  of  the  picture,  now  tell 
me  what  you  really  thought  of  it.” 

He  adds  that  William  Miskell,  William 
Singer  and  R.  D.  Goldberg,  who  direct  the 
local  downtown  houses,  would  ask  the  fol- 
lowing: 

To  be  saved  from  boys  and  girls  who 
run  out  every  five  minutes  for  a drink  of 
water,  followed  by  their  mothers,  all  of 
whom  push  through  an  entire  row  of  cus- 
tomers. 

To  be  spared  the  hazards  of  the  patron 
who  sits  with  one  foot  stuck  out  into  the 
aisle. 

The  guy  who  walks  in  sober  with  a flask 
on  his  hip  which  he  guzzles  while  watch- 
ing the  picture. 

A law  against  persons  coming  in  who 
talk  until  they  get  seated. 


DES  MOINES — An  Ames  widow,  and  her 
14  children  have  been  chosen  winners  of  the 
family  contest  sponsored  by  Tri- States 
Theatre  Corp.,  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
motion of  M-G-M’s  “An  American  Romance” 
in  Iowa. 

The  mother,  Mrs.  M.  F.  Knuths,  was  pre- 
sented a $25  war  bond,  and  each  of  the  chil- 
dren was  given  $2  in  war  stamps.  The  fam- 
ily were  to  be  guests  at  the  opening  of  the 
picture  Sunday  (24)  at  the  Collegian  Thea- 
tre. 

Betty  Wells  of  KRNT,  who  conducted  the 
contest  for  Tri-States  and  M-G-M,  reported 
that  the  Knuths  family  was  selected  by 
popular  vote  from  hundreds  of  contest  en- 
tries. 

No  Preference  for  Boys  or  Girls 

“It’s  a lot  of  fun  to  watch  children  grow 
up,”  said  Mrs.  Knuths,  when  informed  of 
her  selection.  Mrs.  Knuths  admits  that  she 
likes  large  families  but  has  no  preference  as 
to  boys  or  girls.  She  believes  the  main  thing 
to  consider  in  raising  children  is  to  be  fair 
with  each  one.  When  problems  arose  “we 
did  what  seemed  to  be  the  right  thing  at 
the  time,”  Mrs.  Knuths  said. 

The  Knuths  children  learned  to  accept  re- 
sponsibilities early  in  life.  “As  soon  as  they 
became  old  enough  to  work,”  Mrs.  Knuths 
said,  “the  children  always  earned  their  own 
spending  money.” 

Of  the  14  children,  nine  are  living  at  home. 
Clare,  32,  is  a secretary  at  Iowa  State  Col- 
lege; Winifred,  24,  is  a graduate  nurse  in  the 
Mary  Greenley  Hospital;  Darlene  (Mrs. 
John  Wilton)  lives  with  her  mother;  lone, 
19,  is  employed  by  the  Red  Cross;  Ruth  and 
Robert,  17-year-old  twins,  are  high  school 
seniors;  Constance,  15,  is  a sophomore  in 
high  school;  Anne,  12,  is  a seventh  grade 
student  at  Welch,  and  Michael,  8,  is  in  the 
third  grade. 

Three  of  the  children  are  members  of  the 
armed  forces.  Sergeant  Keith,  33,  is  in  the 
army  air  corps  in  Texas;  Captain  Carroll,  29, 
now  at  an  air  base  in  Michigan,  has  been 
flying  in  China  and  India,  and  Yeoman 
Cleo,  28,  is  a WAVE  at  Washington. 

Were  Childhood  Sweethearts 

Other  members  of  the  family  are  Cartia, 
31,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  McCullough,  who  lives 
in  Keokuk,  and  Thelma,  26,  employed  by 
the  FBI  in  Washington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knuths  were  childhood 
sweethearts.  She  lived  in  Galt  in  Wright 
County  and  he  on  a farm  nearby.  After 
their  marriage,  they  lived  in  Galt,  then  moved 
to  Estherville,  back  to  Galt,  to  Polk  City 
and  in  1914  they  settled  in  Ames. 

For  24  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knuths  lived 
in  their  Ames  home  at  113  State  St.  Mr. 
Knuths  died  last  summer. 

The  prizes  were  presented  by  Austin  Mc- 
Gough,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  who  represented 
the  sponsor  of  the  contest. 

Lieut.  Col.  Norman  Reed 
Killed  in  War  at  27 

DES  MOINES — Lieut.  Col.  William  Norman 
Reed,  27,  Iowa  war  ace  who  appeared  at 
numerous  motion  picture  bond  premieres 
throughout  the  state  in  1942,  has  been  re- 
ported killed  in  action.  A native  of  Marion, 
Iowa,  he  was  one  of  the  original  Flying 
Tigers,  a group  of  American  volunteers  who 
flew  in  China. 

As  ranking  ace  of  the  14th  air  force  with 
which  Reed  was  connected  at  his  death,  the 
Iowa  hero  had  accounted  for  16  Jap  planes. 
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News  Highlights  of  '44  in  Omaha  Area 


JANUARY — Omaha  area  girds  for  Fourth 
War  Loan  drive.  First  premiere  of  drive  in 
Omaha  at  Paramount  Theatre  nets  $200,000 
in  E bond  sales  . . . Variety  Club  renews 
annual  ball,  gives  $500  check  to  proposed 
Children’s  Memorial  Hospital  for  Omaha  and 
announces  plans  to  raise  thousands  of  dollars 
for  the  hospital.  Chief  Barker  E.  I.  Rubin 
and  other  officers  are  installed. 

FEBRUARY — Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  V.  Franks, 
Harvard  exhibitors,  cited  for  a 4.8  bond  per 
seat  average  in  premiere.  Three  Omaha  pre- 
mieres net  $7,450, 

MARCH  — Harold  Johnson,  Universal 
branch  manager,  named  to  succeed  Frank 
Hannon,  Warners’  manager,  as  WAC  chair- 
man . . . Omaha  is  first  to  score  100  per  cent 
in  fire  inspection  checkups  by  the  safety 
department  of  MPPDA  . . . Nationally  known 
industry  men  stop  at  Omaha  for  a Red  Cross 
rally  . . . Exhibitor  signup  reached  80  per 
cent  in  area  . . . Walter  Bradley’s  Moon 
Theatre  one  of  four  building  destroyed  in 
$100,000  fire  at  Neligh,  Neb.  The  New  Moon 
Theatre,  one  of  the  most  modern  in  the 
state,  was  to  reopen  in  early  fall. 

APRIL — In  the  OPA  district’s  largest  fed- 
eral judgment  to  date  $14,123.96  is  collected 
from  the  Midwest  Popcorn  Co.  here  for 
alleged  overcharges. 

MAY— Arthur  G.  Miller,  Atkinson  exhibi- 
tor since  1908,  is  among  the  Honored  Hun- 
dred of  the  Fourth  War  Loan  . . . Variety 
Club  delivers  check  for  $11,095  to  Children’s 
Memorial  Hospital  . . . Omaha  bond  rally 
attended  by  175  at  Fontenelle  Hotel. 

JUNE— Orpheum  Theatre  offers  lobby  as 
headquarters  for  county  war  bond  campaign 
. . . Mike  Comer  named  Monogram  branch 
manager  . . . William  Miskell,  Tri-States 
Theatres  district  manager,  receives  plaque 
from  treasury  department  for  circuit’s  role 
in  bond  drives. 

JULY — Omaha  theatre  industry  given 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 

EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
MS  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave 

<«U.  2884  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Oklt. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co..  Indp't 

Wichita,  Kas. 

C D Peck.  Mgr  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

Tom  Edwards,  President 
Geo.  W.  Baker,  Sec.-Treas. 

128  W 18th  St — Harrison  4825 


credit  for  $32,000,000  of  Douglas  County’s 
$40,000,000  war  bond  quota  through  series  of 
premieres  and  community  programs  . . . 
R.  D.  Goldberg  Enterprises  begin  expansion 
into  Iowa  with  purchase  of  Broadway  The- 
atre at  Council  Bluffs. 

AUGUST— William  Miskell  favors  V-Day 
prayers  instead  of  celebration  when  Hitler 
is  licked,  asks  all  theatres  be  thrown  open 
to  public  on  that  day. 

SEPTEMBER  — Ted  Kempkes,  veteran 
Fairbury  exhibitor,  dies  following  an  illness 
. . . Leo  Tews  advanced  to  first  vice-presi- 
dent of  Nebraska  Federation  of  Labor  at 
Norfolk,  following  unsuccessful  bid  for  presi- 
dency, vacated  by  another  member  of  the 
industry,  Roy  Brewer. 

OCTOBER — New  State  Theatre,  owned  by 
R.  D.  Goldberg  Enterprises,  opens  . . . A.  W. 
Miller  dies  at  age  of  84  . . . Record  325 
million  bushel  Nebraska  corn  crop  appears 
“on  ice’’  . . . Film  Producer  Darryl  F.  Zanuck 
heads  list  of  celebrities  at  midwest  premiere 
of  “Wilson”  at  Omaha  Theatre  . . . Sam 
Epstein  named  special  drive  chairman  for 
Sixth  Bond  drive.  National  leaders  attend 
five-state  rally  here. 

NOVEMBER  — Theatre  building  and  re- 
modeling hits  wartime  peak  . . . Omaha 
Musicians  Union  and  Tri-States  reach  new 
agreement  bringing  stage  shows  back  to 
Orpheum  Theatre  . . . E.  I.  Rubin  re-elected 
Variety  Club  chief  barker. 

DECEMBER — Omaha  area  doubles  num- 
ber of  bond  premieres  of  any  past  cam- 
paign with  171  scheduled  for  sixth  War  Loan 
drive. 

Bank  Survey  Indicates 
Continuing  Prosperity 

MINNEAPOLIS — Latest  Minneapolis  bank 
statements  showing  great  farm  gains  point 
toward  good  boxoffice  conditions  during  the 
ensuing  months.  The  report  covers  the 
month  of  November. 

It  was  predicted  that  farmers  will  do  a 
lion’s  share  of  postwar  purchasing  “unless 
unforeseen  economic  events  arise.”  The  re- 
port said  “farmers’  spending  will  include 
outlays  for  the  maintenance  of  land  and 
buildings,  for  motor  vehicles  and  other  ma- 
chinery, and  for  household  equipment  and 
furnishings.” 

The  fact  that  huge  quantities  of  food  will 
continue  to  be  used  as  long  as  both  wars  are 
in  progress  and  probably  for  a short  time 
thereafter,  the  review  points  out,  forecasts 
continued  agricultural  prosperity  if  crops 
continue  normal  and  prices  relatively  high. 
Boxoffice  well-being  in  this  territory  is  largely 
dependent  upon  a thriving  agriculture. 

Employment  in  Minnesota  during  the  past 
eight  months  has  been  consistently  below 
the  peak  reached  a year  ago,  the  review, 
however,  also  reported.  “From  the  latter  part 
of  February  through  June  the  number  of 
individuals  employed  in  industries  covered  by 
unemployment  insurance  declined  steadily  as 
compared  with  the  number  employed  during 
the  corresponding  1943  months,”  it  said. 

But  encouraging  to  the  territory’s  exhibi- 
tors is  the  review’s  observation  that  “the 
sharply  expanded  ammunition  program  may 
raise  Minnesota  employment  to  the  former 
high  level.” 


To  "Weekend  at  the  Waldorf" 

Russell  Hicks  has  joined  the  cast  of  Metro’s 
“Weekend  at  the  Waldorf.” 


Minneapolis  Industry 
Honors  W.  A.  Steffes 

MINNEAPOLIS — Members  of  the  film  in- 
dustry turned  out  last  week  to  honor  W.  A. 
Steffes  at  a testimonial  banquet  tendered 
him  by  the  Northwest  Variety  Club  in  rec- 
ognition of  his  accomplishments  during  three 
terms  as  chief  barker.  State  and  city  of- 
ficials also  joined  in  paying  tribute  to  Steffes, 
Gov.  Edward  Thye  of  Minnesota  being 
among  those  present. 

It  was  under  Steffes’  leadership  that  the 
Northwest  Variety  Club  has  made  its  notable 
charity  contributions,  raising  $25,000  for 
European  war  sufferers  and  $90,000  for  the 
Sister  Kenny  institute  for  the  treatment  of 
infantile  paralysis.  He  has  done  perhaps  more 
than  any  one  other  member  to  make  the 
club  a standout  organization  in  the  com- 
munity and  a credit  to  the  amusement  in- 
dustry, speakers  pointed  out. 

A further  recognition  of  Steffes’  part  in 
building  up  the  club  and  keeping  it  at  such 
a high  level  was  his  election  last  month  to 
a newly  created  post,  chief  barker  emeritus. 
He  will  retain  the  post  permanently  and 
always  be  a member  of  the  board  of  directors. 

The  affair  was  one  of  the  most  elaborate 
and  best  attended  gatherings  in  the  club’s 
history.  Among  the  out-of-town  guests  was 
Eddie  Golden,  film  producer,  one  of  Steffes’ 
close  friends,  who  had  been  scheduled  as 
toastmaster,  but  who  was  unable  to  preside 
because  of  a laryngitis  attack.  Music  was 
provided  by  a symphony  orchestra. 


DES  MOINES 


\A7arner  employes  are  gleeful  over  a belated 
Christmas  gift  from  the  company  in  the 
form  of  a week’s  bonus  . . . Ruth  Biddle, 
WB  bookkeeper,  has  resigned  to  become 
head  bookkeeper  for  a Des  Moines  firm  . . . 
Helen  Haub,  booker’s  stenographer,  has  also 
resigned,  and  will  return  to  her  home  in 
Rockwell  City  to  become  secretary  for  the 
county  auditor  there. 

New  assistant  booker  at  Columbia  is  Elaine 
Fultz.  Elaine’s  husband  is  the  new  RKO 
salesman,  and  both  the  Fultzes  worked  on 
Detroit’s  Filmrow  before  coming  to  Des 
Moines  . . . Ruth  Cook,  former  secretary  to 
Bert  Thomas,  has  been  promoted  to  be  Mel 
Evidon’s  secretary  . . . Jack  Frost,  salesman 
for  M-G-M  in  Milwaukee,  visited  friends 
along  the  Row  on  his  recent  trip  to  Des 
Moines. 

Marion  Lawson  Sonksen,  former  secretary 
for  Lou  Patz  at  NSS,  is  back  again,  now  as 
a biller  . . . Alice  Else  and  Sachi  Furuto 
spent  a recent  weekend  in  Chicago  . . . Lillian 
Carle,  former  ledger  clerk  at  Universal,  visit- 
ed the  exchange  last  week.  She  is  now  work- 
ing in  Chicago  . . . Jane  Frey,  Universal  in- 
spector, had  as  guests  during  the  holidays, 
her  son  and  daughter-in-law  from  Dallas, 
Tex. 

Geraldine  Hamburg,  daughter  of  Para- 
mount’s branch  manager,  visited  her  parents 
last  week  . . . Audrey  Bricker,  former  biller 
at  Paramount,  writes  that  she  is  working  in 
the  naval  supply  depot  at  Coeur  d’Alene, 
Idaho,  and  her  husband  is  still  stationed  at 
Farragut. 

Myrtle  Gray’s  sister,  Ruby  Thompson,  from 
Wichita  Falls,  Tex.,  visited  her  here  last 
week.  The  two  spent  the  New  Year’s  weekend 
in  Minneapolis  . . . Visitors  along  the  Row 
last  week  included:  R.  C.  Hoadley,  Humeston; 
the  Smith  brothers,  Corydon;  Bob  Bemau, 
Lake  City;  M.  A.  Fauver,  Victor  and  Brook- 
lyn, and  Sgt.  Bob  Fridley,  New  Sharon. 
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Northwest  Variety 
To  Endow  Hospital 

MINNEAPOLIS— The  Northwest  Variety 
Club  membership  has  voted  unanimously  in 
favor  of  what  will  be  one  of  the  most  pre- 
tentious charity  projects  ever  undertaken  by 
any  Variety  Club — the  installation  and 
maintenance  of  a heart  hospital  here,  in- 
volving an  initial  expenditure  of  $150,000 
and  an  annual  contribution  of  $25,000.  A 
committee  now  will  proceed  to  inaugurate  a 
plan  for  raising  the  huge  sum. 

When  the  proposed  project  was  explained 
to  members  at  the  meeting  at  which  the 
1945  slate  of  officers  was  installed  there  was 
not  a dissenting  vote,  but,  rather,  a great 
amount  of  enthusiasm  was  evoked.  Officers 
construed  this  as  an  augery  of  the  project’s 
success. 

The  project  calls  for  the  purchase  of  an 
abandoned  local  school  for  $50,000  and  the 
equipping  of  it  at  a cost  of  $100,000.  The 
heart  hospital  then  would  be  turned  over  to 
the  University  of  Minnesota  medical  school, 
but  the  Variety  Club  would  contribute  $25,- 
000  a year  for  its  maintenance. 

This  will  be  the  Northwest  Variety  Club’s 
fourth  great  charity  project.  The  club 
raised  $25,000  for  European  war  sufferers 
and  $90,000  for  the  Sister  Kenny  Institute 
for  the  treatment  of  paralysis  and  for  two 
years  provided  free  milk  here  for  under- 
privileged families. 

The  club  was  reported  to  be  in  the  best 
financial  condition  in  its  history,  with  a 
substantial  balance  in  its  treasury. 

Omahans  Eager  to  Get 
Old  Film  Containers 

OMAHA — Requests  for  more  than  a thou- 
sand old  film  containers  poured  into  the 
Monogram  office  here  as  a result  of  the 
offer  by  Branch  Manager  Mike  Comer  to 
give  them  to  Omahans  wishing  to  ship  or 
store  holiday  edibles. 

“We  have  found,”  he  said,  “that  these  cans 
were  destined  to  England,  Italy,  Africa, 
France,  South  Pacific,  Hawaii  and  camps  in 
the  United  States. 

“The  principal  of  Washington  School  is 
interested  to  the  extent  of  working  out  a 
Red  Cross  project.  The  kindergarten  of 
Saunders  School  intends  using  the  cans  for 
a project  this  month. 

“Many  of  them,”  he  continued,  “were  used 
to  ship  sweets  to  service  centers.  News  about 
the  cans  swept  everywhere  and  the  collector 
of  internal  revenue  took  nearly  one  hundred 
of  them.  There  were  others  too  numerous 
to  mention. 

“On  behalf  of  all  of  those  we  were  for- 
tunate to  serve,  we  thank  you  and  extend 
the  season’s  greeting.  Already  the  whole 
thing  has  been  liberally  spread  in  the  trade 
press.” 


Ted  Barker  Promoted 

ST.  LOUIS — Ted  Barker,  who  has  served 
as  relief  manager  for  Loew’s  Theatres  for 
several  months,  has  been  appointed  publicist 
for  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  theatres,  St. 
Louis.  Barker  has  been  connected  with 
Paramount-Publix,  Schine  and  Century  cir- 
cuits. 


Harry  Savereide 

THE  MIDWEST  THEATRE  BROKER 

Theatre  Brokerage  Exclusively 
1850  Logan  Avenue,  Waterloo,  Iowa 


Des  Moines  Universal 
Men  Win  U.S.  Drive 

Des  Moines — Lou  Levy,  manager,  and 
his  Universal  exchange,  have  been 
named  first  place  winners  in  the  nation- 
wide Universal  Nate  Blumberg  drive.  At 
the  same  time,  Joe  E.  Garrison  was 
awarded  second  prize  in  the  district 
manager’s  contest. 

As  a result  of  their  victory,  all  em- 
ployes of  the  Des  Moines  exchange  will 
be  awarded  a three-week  salary  bonus. 
Among  those  participating  in  the  money 
awards  will  be  Ernie  Pickier  and  Ken 
Bishard,  salesmen;  Jimmy  Ricketts, 
booker,  and  Maxine  Kaltenhauser,  Levy’s 
secretary. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

■Den  Marcus,  Columbia  district  manager,  and 
his  wife  were  up  from  Kansas  City  to 
spend  New  Year’s  here  . . . Walter  Hoffman 
popular  20th-Fox  exploiteer,  is  out  of  the 
hospital  and  fully  recovered  from  his  recent 
illness  . . . Hail  the  Northwest  Variety 
Club’s  new  gin  rummy  champion,  Casper 
Chouinard,  20th-Fox  salesman.  He  won  the 
club’s  third  tournament  by  defeating  Marty 
Lebedoff,  exhibitor,  in  the  .finals  and  by  so 
doing  copped  the  $100  war  bond  prize.  Win- 
ners of  the  first  two  tournaments  were  Bob 
Ableson  and  Jack  Cohan. 

M.  A.  Levy,  20th-Fox  district  manager, 
went  to  New  York  to  confer  with  home  office 
officials  . . . Capt.  Merle  Potter,  erstwhile 
film  editor  and  Bennie  Berger  circuit  gen- 
eral manager,  sent  New  Year’s  greetings 
from  Germany  on  French  two-franc  notes 
. . . Harry  Levy  of  the  20th-Fox  sales  staff 
in  Omaha  was  here  visiting  his  married 
daughter  . . . W.  A.  Steffes  will  depart  for 
Florida  this  week  following  the  Northwest 
Variety  Club  testimonial  banquet.  He’ll 
spend  the  rest  of  the  winter  there. 

Harry  Dryer,  Jack  Cohan  and  Fred  and 
Bob  Ableson,  dyed-in-the-wool  fight  fans 
among  the  film  contingent,  were  seen  occupy- 
ing ringside  seats  at  the  recent  Jackie 
Graves-Curly  St.  Angelo  battle.  Dryer,  inde- 
pendent circuit  owner,  never  has  been  known 
to  miss  a bout  . . . The  tremendous  business 
chalked  up  by  the  Bob  Hope  picture,  “Prin- 
cess and  the  Pirate,”  at  the  State  here 
Christmas  week  astounded  the  boys  inas- 
much as  all  the  other  offerings  fell  down 
badly  at  the  boxoffice.  There’s  no  doubt  but 
that  Hope  is  the  No.  1 draw  in  this  town. 

C.  B.  Stiff,  supervisor  of  Twin  City  thea- 
tres for  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  was 
back  from  the  Mayo  clinic  with  the  cause 
of  his  ailment  located  and  found  not  to  be 
serious.  A few  weeks  more  and  he’ll  be  fit 
as  a fiddle  again  . . . Harold  Field,  inde- 
pendent circuit  owner,  is  in  Tucson,  Ariz., 
with  his  ailing  son  . . . Northwest  Variety 
Club  members  celebrated  New  Year’s  Eve 
in  their  clubrooms  December  30,  instead  of 
the  following  day  in  conformity  with  Mayor 
M.  L.  Kline’s  proclamation  that  the  celebra- 
tion should  occur  at  that  time.  There  was 
a large  turnout  but  anxiety  regarding  the 
war  tended  to  keep  festivities  mild. 

A Minneapolis  visitor  the  past  week  was 
Daphne  Skouras,  daughter  of  the  20th-Fox 
head,  who  came  here  to  give  talks  before 
several  organizations  . . . Also  in  Minne- 
apolis was  Una  Merkel,  popular  screen  and 
stage  player.  She  is  a member  of  the  cast 
of  “Three  Is  a Family,”  touring  attraction, 
which  played  a five-day  engagement  at  the 
Lyceum  . . . Twin  City  theatres  gave  special 
single  advance  showings  of  pictures  for  their 
New  Year’s  Eve  midnight  offerings,  with 
admissions  boosted  to  $1. 


Twin  Giiy  Exhibitors 
Again  on  Warpath 

MINNEAPOLIS — Twin  City  independents 
are  on  the  warpath  stronger  than  ever  be- 
fore against  distributors’  percentage  de- 
mands which,  it  is  alleged,  have  gone  to 
the  most  unreasonable  extremes  in  the  in- 
dustry’s history.  The  boys  are  looking  to 
the  federal  government  to  help  them  obtain 
relief  and  they’ll  back  up  the  department 
of  justice  in  all  its  actions,  particularly  in 
the  fight  for  theatre  divorcement,  to  the 
very  limit,  they  say. 

Distributors  even  are  demanding  per- 
centage on  some  of  their  product  from  the 
Minneapolis  lower  Gateway  grind  double 
feature  houses,  “an  almost  inconceivable  sit- 
uation never  before  perpetrated,”  it  was 
stated  by  one  independent.  These  houses 
play  the  pictures  from  one  to  two  years 
after  their  initial  downtown  runs  on  double 
feature  programs  and  formerly  charged  a 
dime  admission.  In  the  past  year,  with  the 
increased  admission  taxes,  their  scales  have 
mounted  to  20  cents,  including  tax. 

Up  to  a couple  of  years  ago,  M-G-M  was 
the  only  company  demanding  and  receiving 
percentage  regularly  on  a number  of  pic- 
tures from  Twin  City  independent  exhibitors. 
But  today  most  of  the  major  companies  also 
insist  upon  percentage  for  various  releases. 
And,  it’s  declared,  the  size  of  the  percentage 
sought  grows  apace. 

The  independents  also  resent  what  they 
call  the  “dodge”  of  demanding  a price  in 
excess  of  the  top  bracket  figure  in  lieu  of 
percentage  on  a number  of  deals.  It’s  almost 
as  distasteful  to  the  exhibitors  as  percentage 
and  theatre  owners  say  they’re  alarmed  at 
its  growth. 

One  reason  why  some  of  the  leaders  assert 
they’re  behind  the  government  in  the  di- 
vorcement move  is  because  they  believe  it 
will  create  more  of  a buyers’  market  in 
place  of  the  present  “sellers’  market.” 

See  Chance  of  Another 
Boys  Town  Picture 

OMAHA — A third  Boys  Town  picture  was 
visioned  here  following  the  recent  visit  of 
John  Considine  jr„  producer  of  two  Boys 
Town  pictures. 

While  here  Considine  visited  with  Msgr. 
Edward  J.  Flanagan.  Considine  would  not 
reveal  the  nature  of  the  picture  he  had  in 
mind,  but  he  said  a possible  title  for  it 
might  be,  “Seven  Letters  to  Boys  Town.” 
He  said  that  Father  Flanagan  has  not  yet 
committed  himself  for  the  third  picture. 

Considine  recently  left  M-G-M.  The  third 
Boys  Town  picture  would  be  produced  in- 
dependently. 


Fire  Closes  the  Strand 

WEST  LIBERTY,  IOWA— The  Strand 
Theatre  will  be  closed  for  three  or  four 
weeks  because  of  damages  caused  by  a fire. 
Ludy  Bosten,  owner,  plans  to  reopen  as  soon 
as  repairs  can  be  made. 


To  Cast  of  Metro's  “Twice  Blessed" 

Tim  Murdock,  William  Tannen  and  Sam- 
my Finn  have  been  added  to  the  cast  of 
Metro’s  “Twice  Blessed.” 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 

“Where  Fitmiow 
Friends  Meet" 


HORKY’S  CAFE 


>202  Hiah  St. 
DES  MOINES 
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Painting  in  Picture 
Has  Omaha  Link 

OMAHA — The  picture,  “The  Woman  in  the 
Window,”  will  hold  particular  interest  for 
Omahans. 

An  oil  painting  plays  an  important  role 
in  the  dramatic  development  of  the  story. 
That  picture,  a portrait  of  Joan  Bennett,  is 
the  work  of  the  well-known  artist,  Paul 
Clemens,  son  of  Brig.  Gen.  Paul  Clemens  of 
the  Seventh  service  command.  General 
Clemens  was  here  until  recently  as  director 
of  internal  security. 

His  son,  Paul  jr„  married  an  Omaha  girl, 
the  former  Ruth  Miller.  She  also  is  an 
artist.  Her  talent  lies  in  sculpture,  while 
her  husband’s  is  in  painting.  Both  attended 
the  Chicago  art  institute. 

The  Joan  Bennett  painting  has  such  a 
peculiar  significance  in  the  development  of 
"The  Woman  in  the  Window,”  that  the  studio 
was  willing  to  pay  $10,000  to  have  it  done 
well.  Art  connoisseurs  declared  after  it  was 
finished  that  it  was  perfectly  suited  to  the 
purposes  of  the  studio.  Edward  G.  Robinson, 
who  plays  the  role  of  a psychology  professor, 
opposite  Miss  Bennett,  is  in  private  life  a 
connoisseur  of  art,  particularly  oil  paintings, 
and  has  a large  collection  of  fine  works  at 
his  home. 


"Victory"  Premiere  Set 
In  Kansas  City  FMW 

KANSAS  CITY — A premiere  opening  of 
20th-Fox’s  "Winged  Victory,”  the  army  air 
force’s  show,  was  held  here  December  28 
at  the  Uptown,  Esquire  and  Fairway  theatres. 

Plans  for  the  premiere  were  made  by 
the  army  air  force  with  cooperation  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  performance 
started  at  8:30  p.  m.,  after  such  exploita- 
tion events  as  parades  and  celebrations  be- 
fore the  show. 

All  profits  from  the  film  were  to  go  to  army 
charities. 

Mac  Theatre  Is  Hit 
By  Blaze  in  Booth 

McPHERSON,  KAS. — Two  reels  of  film 
were  destroyed  when  a fire  broke  out  in  the 
booth  at  the  Mac  Theatre  here  recently.  The 
flames  were  extinguished  before  the  fire  de- 
partment arrived. 

The  projector  and  sound  equipment  were 
damaged  to  the  extent  of  $300,  according  to 
Lee  Sproule,  manager.  The  theatre  missed 
a matinee. 


Blanks  Go  to  Miami 

DES  MOINES— Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Blank 
left  last  week  for  Miami  to  visit  their  son 
Lieut.  Myron  N.  Blank  and  his  wife. 


To  Costar  in  "Catch  Falling  Star" 

Faye  Emerson  and  Dane  Clarke  will  co- 
star  in  Warners’  “Catch  a Falling  Star.” 


OMAHA 


M rs.  E.  I.  Rubin,  wife  of  the  Paramount 
salesman,  is  back  in  Omaha  after  three 
weeks  at  Rochester,  Minn.,  and  is  reported  re- 
cuperating swiftly  . . . S.  S.  Keller  and  J.  W. 
Small  of  New  York,  Warner  home  office  rep- 
resentatives, are  in  town  . . . Mayer  Monsky, 
Universal  manager  at  Denver,  spent  New 
Year’s  here. 

Marjorie  Stiles  is  the  new  stenographer  at 
Warners  (and  now  hold  your  breathl.  She 
replaces  Marion  Black  who  was  transferred 
to  the  contract  department,  succeeding  Adele 
Anderson  who  was  transferred  to  the  cash- 
ier’s department.  Adele  replaces  Francis 
Gabriel  who  resigned  as  cashier. 

George  Dilley,  Paramount  assistant  shipper, 
has  resigned  to  become  an  employe  of  the 
Film  Transport  Co.  His  successor  is  Fred 
Bierman,  a Filmrow  veteran  . . . Universal’s 
holiday  party  was  held  at  Johnny’s  cafe.  Per- 
haps the  outstanding  feature  of  the  evening 
was  the  lobster-cracking  contest. 

Seaman  Milford  Leslie  Bierhause,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  Bierhause  who  operate 
the  Campbell  Theatre  at  Campbell,  Neb.,  was 
wounded  on  the  Carrier  Princeton  . . . H.  B. 
Johnson,  Universal  manager,  has  received 
the  first  letter  from  his  son  H.  B.  jr„  in  six 
weeks.  The  son  reported  having  only  two 
hours  sleep  in  the  past  40  hours,  indicating 
the  navy  is  keeping  busy  in  European  waters. 

R.  D.  Goldberg,  circuit  owner,  is  back  from 
his  New  York  trip  . . . Nancy  Peri  is  new  on 
Warners  information  desk,  succeeding  Libby 
Fishberg  who  becomes  Manager  Frank  Han- 
non’s secretary.  Jean  McFadden,  former  sec- 
retary, has  resigned. 

Marie  Hassett,  chief  inspector  at  Para- 
mount, will  miss  two  weeks’  work  following 
an  ankle  injury  suffered  when  she  fell  on 
the  ice  . . . Omaha  salesman  working  in  the 
section  of  South  Dakota  covered  by  the 
Omaha  district  are  cooperating  with  Charles 
Klein,  Deadwood  exhibitor,  in  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign  in  that  state  . . . January 
27  will  be  the  date  of  the  Variety  Club’s  an- 
nual inaugural  ball  at  which  new  officers 
will  hold  the  center  of  attraction.  The  site  is 
the  Paxton  Hotel.  Tickets  are  $2.50  and  may 
be  purchased  from  Frank  Hannon,  Warner 
manager. 

Filmrow  was  shocked  last  week  by  the 
death  of  Roy  Chapin,  52,  for  25  years  an  ex- 
hibitor at  Lyons,  Neb.  He  was  shoveling  snow 
Friday  when  he  suffered  a heart  attack.  A 
fire  department  squad  was  called  but  he  was 
dead  when  it  arrived.  Chapin  was  a bachelor. 

Visitors  along  the  Row  included  Ray 
Brown,  Harlan;  Carl  Johnson,  Red  Oak;  R. 
W.  Brown,  Neola,  and  Arnold  Johnson, 
Onawa,  all  in  Iowa. 


Doubling  Up  of  Eve  Shows  Pays 


OMAHA  — Tri- States  Theatres  here  came 
up  with  a bit  of  surprise  showmanship  that 
paid  dividends  over  the  New  Year’s  weekend. 
Noting  a trend  of  Omahans  to  celebrate  Sat- 
urday as  New  Year’s  Eve  due  to  the  Sunday 
date  and  local  liquor  rules,  Tri- States  an- 
nounced at  midnight  that  midnight  shows 
would  be  held  at  their  downtown  houses  both 
nights. 

The  Saturday  night  shows,  with  an  30-cent 
admission  after  10  p.  m.,  to  see  regular  bills, 


resulted  in  a full  house  at  the  Orpheum  The- 
atre, a three-fourths  house  at  the  Paramount 
and  a half -filled  house  at  the  Omaha. 

The  price  for  the  Sunday  night  show  was 
hiked  to  $1.20,  which  also  worked  out  well  de- 
spite zero  temperatures. 

The  cold  weather  hit  even  earlier  outstate, 
but  new  records  were  hung  up  by  Tri-State 
houses  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  Fairbury, 
Neb.  Straight  pictures  were  featured  at  all 
houses. 


Minnie  Hudgell  Quits 
After  25  Years'  Work 

DES  MOINES — Minnie  Hudgell,  employe 
in  the  Central  States  accounting  department, 
has  resigned  her  position  with  Tri  and  Cen- 
tral States,  and  will  retire  from  active  busi- 
ness life. 

Miss  Hudgell  has  been  with  the  A.  H.  Blank 
theatre  circuits  for  25  years,  and  is  the  sec- 
ond oldest  employe  in  years  of  service. 

Carl  Sproule  Recognizes 
Suspect  From  Picture 

HUTCHINSON,  KAS.— Carl  Sproule,  man- 
ager of  the  State  Theatre  here,  “put  the 
finger”  on  a 22-year-old  youth  wanted  in 
connection  with  a local  burglary  and  rob- 
bery when  the  suspect  sneaked  into  the  back 
door  of  the  theatre,  crossed  the  lobby  and 
entered  the  rest  room.  The  youth  was  Harold 
Waddle,  accused  of  firing  a shot  which  grazed 
the  hip  of  John  Rackley  near  a vacant  house 
in  Hutchinson. 

Police  began  a search  for  Waddle  on  a 
tip  from  his  companion  in  the  shooting 
scrape.  They  made  the  rounds  of  theatres 
and  pool  halls  with  a picture  of  Waddle 
and  Sproule  recognized  him  from  the  pic- 
ture. 

Sproule  stepped  outside  the  theatre  and 
summoned  a police  officer.  Waddle  attempt- 
ed to  escape  down  the  aisle  of  the  show  and 
was  captured  about  a block  away. 

Waddle  confessed  stealing  money  from  a 
Hutchinson  home  but  refused  to  answer  ques- 
tions about  the  burglary. 


"World"  Is  Sneaked 

DES  MOINES — A sneak  preview  of  the 
new  United  Artists  picture,  “Tomorrow  the 
World”  was  held  at  the  Des  Moines  Thea- 
tre recently.  Invitations  were  issued  to 
representatives  of  the  press,  radio  and  in- 
dustry. The  picture  stars  Fredric  March 
and  Betty  Field,  and  introduces  Skippy 
Homeier,  new  juvenile  star,  who  was  in  Des 
Moines  recently  for  a screening  of  the  film. 


Barney  Oldfield  Throws 
Party  for  Dutch  Kids 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Film  folk  hereabout  are 
getting  rather  proud  of  Maj.  Barney 
Oldfield,  public  relations  officer  of  the 
Ninth  army,  now  in  Germany.  Major 
Oldfield,  former  correspondent  here  for 
BOXOFFICE,  and  widely  known  to  the 
motion  picture  fraternity  over  the  mid- 
west, writes  local  friends  concerning  a 
“St.  Nicholas  party”  that  war  correspon- 
dents gave  for  Dutch  orphans  recently, 
but  which  he  engineered. 

Barney  says  the  birthday  of  St.  Nich- 
olas in  Dutch  communities  is  December 
6,  and  on  that  day  the  news  men  decided 
to  throw  a party  for  the  kids.  It  was  a 
great  success,  Barney  adds,  principally 
because  63  correspondents  gave  up  their 
milk  (which  was  converted  into  ice 
cream),  their  chocolate  and  their  sugar 
ration  for  a week.  A Maastricht  baker 
in  the  liberated  town  of  that  name  was 
brought  into  the  committee  and  he  added 
the  necessary  facilities  of  his  shop. 

Oldfield  is  a paratrooper  who  left  the 
Nebraska  State  Journal  in  1940  to  serve 
as  press  officer  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  and 
later  trained  correspondents  who  accom- 
panied the  paratroopers  on  D-Day. 


72 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  6,  1945 


McDonald  Theatre 
Damaged  by  Fire 

McDONALD,  KAS. — The  projection  booth 
and  sound  equipment  of  the  L-B  Theatre 
here  were  damaged  by  fire  recently  to  the 
extent  of  $2,000.  The  fire  started  in  the 
booth  and  Arch  Rummel  and  Lee  Latta,  who 
were  in  the  booth,  attempted  futilely  to  ex- 
tinguish it. 

When  their  efforts  proved  futile  they 
closed  the  booth  door  and  assisted  patrons  to 
leave  the  theatre. 

Former  Filmrow  Worker 
Dies  in  Des  Moines 

DES  MOINES — Miss  Rose  M.  Browder,  52, 
former  Filmrow  employe,  died  at  the  Wilden 
Hospital  here  recently  after  a short  illness. 

Miss  Browder  had  been  employed  by  Pathe, 
Inc.,  RKO  Picture  Corp.,  and  Universal  Pic- 
ture Corp.  More  recently  she  was  at  the 
United  States  army  storage  depot  at  the 
state  fairgrounds. 

She  was  a member  of  the  Royal  Neighbors 
of  America,  the  Woodman  Circle,  and  the 
Central  Christian  Church.  She  is  survived 
by  a brother,  Will  Browder,  and  a sister,  Mrs. 
Ethel  Weatherwax,  both  of  Des  Moines. 

Theatre  Chain  Is  Host 
To  4H  Club  Members 

PARSONS,  KAS.  — Four  hundred  farm 
boys  and  girls,  assembled  in  Parsons  for 
their  annual  4H  Club  banquet,  recently  re- 
ceived a pleasant  surprise  when  Arthur  Tur- 
ner, manager  of  the  Griffith  theatres,  in- 
vited them  to  attend  the  Parsons  or  Griffith 
theatres  as  guests  of  the  circuit. 

Vogue  at  Richmond  Is 
Remodeled  and  Opened 

RICHMOND,  MO. — F.  G.  Weary  reopened 
the  Vogue  Theatre  here  December  1 after 
completion  of  a remodeling  program.  A new 
screen  was  installed  and  the  sound  equip- 
ment and  projector  were  repaired.  The  Vogue 
will  be  dark  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  nights 
and  will  change  pictures  twice  a week. 

Kiwanians  Give  Film 
Benefit  for  Hospital 

OMAHA — The  North  Omaha  Kiwanis  Club 
sponsored  a special  film  showing  at  the  Bea- 
con Theatre  recently  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Children’s  Memorial  Hospital. 

The  feature  was  “The  Adventures  of  Mark 
Twain”  and  proceeds  of  the  show  will  be 
donated  to  the  hospital  fund. 


Wounded  Vets  Get  Show 

TOPEKA — The  new  theatre  in  Winter 
General  Hospital  opened  officially  December 
8 with  “Dark  Waters”  as  the  opening  at- 
traction. Capt.  Roy  Anderson  is  theatre  of- 
ficer in  charge  of  operation  of  the  show. 


Jimmy  Bank  Joins  Guttman 

MINNEAPOLIS — Jimmy  Bank  has  been 
engaged  by  Donald  Guttman  as  booker  for 
his  circuit  of  theatres.  He  resigned  from 
Republic  to  take  the  assignment. 


To  Attend  Chicago  Meet 

DES  MOINES — William  Feld,  manager  of 
the  Republic  exchange  here,  will  attend  a 
district  meeting  in  Chicago,  January  10-14. 


Still  Room  for  Improvement 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

(From  Hollywood  Edition) 

TWO  recent  incidents  again  focus  atten- 
tion upon  how  ineffectual  have  been 
hectic  efforts  to  improve  Hollywood’s 
always-uncertain  public  relations  by  calling 
attention  to  the  film  capital’s  thoroughly- 
magnificent,  but  apparently  unappreciated 
contribution  to  the  nation's  war  effort. 

The  first  episode  is  amusing;  the  second 
outrageous  and  exasperating.  Both  reflect 
upon  the  Arch  Reeve’s  public  information 
committee  of  the  motion  picture  industry, 
western  division,  and  that  well-manned  pub- 
licity department’s  obvious  inability  to  im- 
press the  press  and  public  with  the  magni- 
tude and  merit  of  film  folks’  help-win-the- 
war  activities. 

Ridiculous  Barbs 

The  amusing  situation  concerns  reaction 
of  New  York  motion  picture  critics  to  War- 
ners’ “Hollywood  Canteen.”  While  most  of 
them  agreed  the  picture  rated  as  fair-to-good 
entertainment,  with  but  few  exceptions  they 
took  picks  on  the  offering  because  of  its 
subject  matter.  The  following  few  excerpts 
will  suffice  to  illustrate: 

“The  picture  has  some  embarrassing  mo- 
ments when  its  stars  pause  to  heap  praise 
on  themselves  for  the  work  their  canteen  did 
entertaining  lonely  service  men.” 

“There  is  no  place  like  Hollywood  for  pat- 
ting itself  on  the  back  for  its  admiration  of 
the  common  man.” 

. . such  patronizing  manner  as  to  make 
one  blush  for  its  complete  lack  of  reserve 
in  singing  the  praises  of  Hollywood.” 

. . seems  a most  distasteful  show  of 
Hollywood’s  sense  of  its  own  importance  and 
what  its  people  are  doing  for  ‘the  boys.’  ” 

To  observers  of  the  Hollywood  scene  such 
barbs  from  Gotham’s  acidulous  assayers  of 
celluloid  are  ridiculous.  The  former  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  witness  what  a splen- 
did job  is  being  done  by  the  Hollywood  Can- 
teen. Further,  being  more  familiar  with  the 
mechanics  of  picture  making,  they  realize 
that  the  stars  who  appeared  in  the  film  had 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  script,  situations  or  dialog  for  which 
the  effete  easterners  lampooned  them  as 
backpatters.  And  what  if  the  picture  and  its 
people  did  indulge  in  a bit  of  bow-taking 
for  the  canteen  and  those  who  have  made 
it  a service  man’s  paradise?  Certainly  such 
bows  are  merited,  as  local  news  men  well 
know.  That’s  probably  why  no  local  review- 
ers— and  they  greatly  outnumber  the  Man- 
hattanites— voiced  comparable  criticisms,  re- 
gardless of  their  respective  appraisals  of  the 
picture’s  worth. 

But,  as  above  mentioned,  the  incident  is 
not  too  serious,  especially  as  it  probably  re- 
flects that  intersectional  rivalry  which  has 
always  existed  between  New  York  and 
Hollywood.  It  does,  however,  accent  that  the 
public  information  committee  of  the  MPI 
hasn’t  gone  much  farther  east  than  Pomona 
in  selling  Hollywood’s  many-faceted  war  work 
to  the  nation’s  press.  Such  rainbarrel  shout- 
ing is  not  new  to  Cinemania’s  public  relations 
work. 

Vastly  more  significant  and  perturbing  is 
the  below-the-belt  indictment  of  popular, 
patriotic  Bob  Hope  by  the  Catholic  press. 
The  Pilot,  official  weekly  publication  of  Bos- 
ton’s Roman  Catholic  archdiocese,  referred 
to  Hope’s  radio  show  as  “artful  filth.”  Novena 
Notes,  another  Catholic  organ,  published  in 
Chicago,  announced  the  results  of  a poll  it 


had  reportedly  conducted  among  10,000  of  its 
readers,  25  per  cent  of  whom  were  service 
men,  which  allegedly  revealed  that  Hope’s 
material  “most  consistently  violates  Christian 
principles.” 

Public  Appreciation  Weak 

In  many  times  this  amount  of  space  it 
would  be  impossible  to  detail  what  Hope  has 
donated  in  time,  money  and  talent  to  enter- 
taining service  men,  to  aiding  the  war  pro- 
gram in  countless  other  ways.  Nor  is  it  pos- 
sible to  list  the  many  accolades  bestowed 
upon  him,  both  from  within  and  without  the 
industry,  for  his  self-sacrificing,  tireless,  pa- 
triotic and  charitable  activities.  What’s  more, 
such  enumerations  should  not  be  necessary. 
And,  it  must  be  remembered  that  Hope’s 
ether  material  is  approved  by  his  sponsors, 
their  advertising  representatives  and  the 
network  over  which  it  is  broadcast;  sources 
which,  in  their  zealous  desire  to  keep  the 
airways  fanatically  pure,  impose  a censor- 
ship much  more  severe  than  ever  has  been 
applied  to  either  press  or  screen. 

Despite  which,  an  isolated  but  nonetheless 
powerful  section  of  the  press  holds  him  up 
as  a purposeful  purveyor  of  pornography;  as 
unfair  a charge  against  a great  entertainer 
and  a good  American  as  has  been  treated  to 
printer’s  ink  in  many  years. 

Again  the  inescapable  conclusion:  The 
penetration  of  publicity  anent  the  industry’s 
war  work  is  woefully  weak. 

Hoblitzelle  Adds  Another 
To  Long  List  of  Duties 

From  Southern  Edition) 

DALLAS — Additional  honors,  and  duties, 
have  been  added  to  the  already  loaded 
schedule  of  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  Interstate  cir- 
cuit president.  An  announcement  was  made 
recently  that  Hoblitzelle,  a heavy  stock- 
holder in  Republic  National  Bank,  has  been 
made  vice-chairman  of  the  board  of  that  in- 
stitution. Hoblitzelle  also  is  a director  of 
Republic  Natural  Gas  Co.,  director  of  the 
Baker  Hotel,  chairman  of  executive  com- 
mittee of  Southwestern  Medical  Foundation, 
director  of  Texas  Technological  College  of 
Lubbock,  member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  Southern  Methodist  University,  on  the 
executive  council  of  the  Dallas  Community 
Chest,  governing  board  member  of  Dallas 
Foundation  and  director  of  Dallas  Citizens 
Council. 

The  American  Legion  recently  in  making 
its  annual  presentation  of  awards  and  cita- 
tions particularly  mentioned  Interstate  cir- 
cuit’s announced  plan  of  restoring  returned 
war  veterans  to  their  former  jobs  with  the 
circuit.  This  plan  and  declared  intention  of 
the  circuit  was  printed  at  length  in  a recent 
edition  of  BOXOFFICE  together  with  praise 
by  Texas  governmental  authorities  at  Austin. 

Hoblitzelle  attended  a Legion  dinner  to 
receive  the  official  citation  from  the  Legion. 


Record  Nebraska  Outlay 

OMAHA  — Nebraskans  in  1944  supported 
charitable  campaigns,  civic  enterprises,  war 
bond  campaigns  and  tax  collections  to  the 
tune  of  $415,305,800  for  an  all-time  state 
record. 


To  “Without  Love"  Player  Roster 

Donald  Curtis,  William  Forrest  and  Wallace 
Clark  have  been  added  to  the  player  roster 
of  Metro’s  “Without  Love.” 
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An  Exhibitors  Formula  for  Full 
Living:  Work,  Play,  Love,  Worship 


From  Southern  Edition) 

DALLAS — The  routine  of  theatre  business 
during  many  years,  war  boom  theatre  re- 
ceipts and  concentration  on  postwar  plans 
may  have  sidetracked  many  showmen  from 
full  enjoyment  of  a full  life  and  happiness 
as  they  go.  At  least,  Bruce  L.  Collins,  a 
Robb  & Rowley-United  Theatres  partner  in 
Corpus  Christi,  thinks  so.  Because  of  the 
war,  business  prospects  can’t  be  determined 
and  little  really  is  known  about  what  the 
postwar  theatre  will  be,  but  Collin’s  formula 
for  living  and  ultimate  personal  accom- 
plishment is  good  in  peace  or  in  war,  good 
times  and  bad  and  in  all  seasons. 

In  Robb  & Rowley’s  24  Sheeter,  popular 
house  organ  of  that  circuit,  Collins  had  this 
to  say  recently: 

The  End  of  a Chapter 

“Christmas  time  to  me  is  like  the  begin- 
ning and  ending  of  a chapter  in  the  book  of 
life.  It  is  a good  time  to  make  a checkup 
of  one’s  self  to  see  if  you  are  living  the  full 
life  you  should.  It  has  been  said  that  to 
live  the  full  life  and  be  happy,  you  need  the 
right  kind  of  proportion  of  work,  play,  love 
and  worship  in  everyday  living. 

“Work  should  not  be  a monotonous  drudg- 
ery, but  should  satisfy  the  instinct  of  good 
workmanship.  For  some  people  it  is  also 
important  that  the  results  be  easily  seen  and 
do  not  take  too  much  time  to  attain.  And 
to  others,  work  is  completely  satisfying  be- 
cause they  have  a future  goal  in  view.  This 
may  be  anything  from  buying  a home  to 
sending  a son  through  college.  You  must 
like  your  work  to  be  happy.  Work  also 
keeps  you  from  becoming  self-centered.  We 
in  motion  picture  business  should  be  thank- 
ful that  our  work  has  the  elements  of 
sociability,  excitement,  variety  and  fun. 

“Play,  the  next  important  thing  in  life, 
should  be  relaxation,  not  dissipation.  What- 
ever the  type  of  play  you  indulge  in,  it 
should  give  you  a definite  feeling  of  free- 
dom from  the  regular  work  you  do.  People 
w'ho  have  worked  hard  trying  to  get  ahead 
sometimes  find  it  hard  now  to  play  or  relax. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  those  who  spend 
too  much  time  in  play  find  it  harder  to 
work.  It  is  important  that  the  proper  pro- 
portion be  maintained. 

Love  Necessary  to  Happiness 

“Love  is  the  third  important  factor  in 
life  and  implies  a happy  married  life,  a 
home  and  children  or  family  ties  of  some 
kind.  This  normal  life  situation  imposes 
self  sacrifices  and  loyalties  on  the  wife,  the 
husband  and  the  family.  It  also  furnishes 
the  stabilizing  conception  of  comradeship  and 
sense  of  belonging. 

“Worship  is  the  fourth  and  last  thing  we 
need  for  a better  life.  Worship  means  a 
sincere  belief  in  and  devotion  to  something 
bigger  and  finer  than  one’s  self. 

“This  past  year  has  been  a trying  one  for 
most  of  the  people  in  our  country.  There 
are  many  of  us  who  have  lost  some  dear 
member  of  our  family,  or  our  dearest  friend 
or  associate  and  Christmas  time  usually 
makes  us  have  a feeling  of  sorrow.  At  the 
same  time  it  also  brings  fond  memories  of 
out  past  and  happy  association  with  those 
who  have  departed. 

“To  others  of  us  who  have  small  children, 
Christmas  is  a happy  occasion.  It  seems 
that  nothing  is  too  much  trouble  to  make 
them  know  they  are  loved,  happy  and  se- 
cure. They  usually  get  so  much  sincere  en- 
joyment out  of  little  things.  It  is  perhaps 
that  in  children  we  see  the  dreams  we  used 
to  dream.  The  rest  of  our  year  is  filled 


BRUCE  L.  COLLINS 


with  distractions,  but  during  these  days  of 
rejoicing  the  stage  is  set  for  the  very  young. 
Without  them  the  bright  star  at  the  top  of 
the  Christmas  tree  is  decoration,  not  golden 
enchantment.  Without  them,  the  mighty 
preparations,  the  making  of  cookies,  the 
chopping  of  nuts,  the  secret  consultations, 
the  giggles  behind  closed  doors  are  empty 
gestures. 

“There  are  many  who  enjoy  the  spirit  of 
giving  and  derive  pleasure  helping  others 
less  fortunate  than  themselves.  This  is  the 
true  Christmas  spirit. 

“I  hope  we  will  have  peace  again  before 
the  next  Christmas  comes,  and  that  we  will 
experience  a new  and  happy  beginning  in  a 
new  chapter  of  life.” 


Gem  Theatre  Is  Sold 

TECUMSEH,  NEB.— The  Gem  Theatre 
here  has  been  sold  by  Ralph  Hintz  of  Te- 
cumseh  to  Ernest  Grundman  of  Cook.  Grund- 
man  owns  shows  in  Cook  and  Talmage. 


Points  to  Untruths 
In  Motion  Pictures 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

MONTREAL — Motion  pictures  and  newspa- 
pers are  milestones  around  the  necks  of 
educators,  Prof.  C.  W.  Hart,  sociologist  of  the 
University  of  Toronto,  said  recently. 
“Neither  Hollywood  nor  the  press  are  aid- 
ing our  educational  system  at  a time  when 
it  most  needs  aid,”  he  said.  “Both  work  on 
the  assumption  that  the  average  man’s  in- 
telligence rates  with  that  of  a 10-year-old 
child.  If  the  university  worked  on  that 
premise  we  never  would  reach  anything.  We 
would  only  hand  out  a bunch  of  hackneyed 
cliches  that  had  been  true  100  years  ago.” 

Hart  believes  that  youth’s  idea  about  life, 
society,  economics  and  marriage  are  not 
framed  in  the  schools  or  universities  but  in 
motion  picture  houses.  “They  learn  a lot 
of  things  there  that  are  not  true,”  he  as- 
serted. 

“If  a man  and  woman  love  and  marry, 
they  live  happily  ever  after,  according  to 
Hollywood,”  Hart  said.  “This  is  not  true. 
They  learn  at  the  movies  that  if  they  are 
ambitious  and  work  hard  they  become 
wealthy.  This  was  not  true  during  the  de- 
pression, and  statistics  prove  it.” 

He  said,  “Education  seeks  to  prepare  the 
young  for  adult  life  while  movies  prepare 
them  for  a fairy  world.”  Hart  said  he  would 
be  glad  to  use  films  in  teaching  if  he  could 
get  enough  of  them  built  around  ideas  that 
make  people  think.  Hart  believes  that  edu- 
cational films  would  be  popular,  even  though 
“Hollywood  sticks  strictly  to  the  entertain- 
ment field  in  the  belief  that  is  all  people 
want.” 

Theatre  Drops  Suit 
Against  Distributors 

(From  Central  Edition) 

ST.  LOUIS — Finis  apparently  has  been 
written  to  one  phase  of  the  various  legal 
angles  that  grew  out  of  the  recent  motion 
picture  labor  disputes. 

In  the  U.S.  district  court  recently  counsel 
for  the  Kirkwood  Amusement  Corp.,  owners 
of  the  Kirkwood  Theatre,  Kirkwood,  Mo.,  dis- 
missed the  injunction  proceedings  against 
Warners,  Twentieth-Fox  and  Monogram 
which  was  filed  early  in  the  film  controversy 
in  an  effort  to  force  the  three  distributors  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  their  contracts 
with  the  Kirkwood  Theatre. 

Theatres  affected  have  been  filling  out  a 
questionnaire  as  the  possible  basis  for  dam- 
age suits  against  the  unions. 


TRAVELING  SALESMAN — Harry  Arthur  jr.,  general  manager  in  St.  Louis 
for  F&M  and  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  houses,  had  a fresh  paint  job  done  on 
his  car  for  the  Sixth  War  Loan,  and  he  keeps  it  moving.  Josephine  Palermo, 
receptionist  at  the  Fox  Theatre  executive  offices,  is  buying  a bond  from  Mike 
King  of  F&M. 


74 


BOXOFFICE  January  6,  1945 


No  Hotel  Eve  Parties; 
Theatres  Benefit 

CLEVELAND — Again  proving  the  old  adage 
that  one  man’s  poison  is  another  man’s  meat, 
the  local  downtown  theatres  profited  over 
the  weekend  by  the  fact  that  the  three  lead- 
ing hotels  held  no  New  Year  celebration.  By 
arrangement,  the  Statler,  Hollenden  and 
Cleveland  hotels  served  no  special  midnight 
meal,  reserved  no  tables  and  offered  no  en- 
tertainment. As  a result  Clevelanders,  tired 
of  being  shut  in  for  more  than  two  weeks 
by  unprecedented  heavy  snow  and  sleet 
storms,  flocked  downtown  to  the  theatres. 

The  RKO  Palace  reported  a sellout  for  its 
special  midnight  showing  of  “The  Princess 
and  the  Pirate”  on  the  screen  and  the 
newest  edition  of  “Earl  Carroll’s  Vanities” 
on  the  stage.  Seats  for  the  midnight  show 
were  reserved  and  were  scaled  at  $2.40  for 
the  main  floor  and  $1.80  for  the  balcony. 

A novelty  was  introduced  when  on  Decem- 
ber 31  only  Warners’  Lake  and  Hippodrome 
simultaneously  showed  “Hollywood  Canteen.” 
Admission  prices  for  the  added  midnight 
show  were  upped  a dime  to  75  cents.  Ex- 
clusive of  that  one  day  the  Lake  showed 
“Laura”  for  the  fourth  week. 

The  Loew  theatres,  State,  Ohio  and  Still- 
man, all  ran  special  midnight  New  Year’s  Eve 
shows  but  held  pat  to  their  regular  admis- 
sion top  of  65  cents. 

The  very  heavy  snowfall  caused  the  roof 
of  the  long  dark  Majestic  Theatre  to  cave  in. 


Paul  Ferry  Finally  Drops 
Pittsburgh  Pin  Lead 

PITTSBURGH  — George  Engstler,  Cyclex 
captain  in  the  IATSE  Local  171  bowling 
league,  rolled  139,  178  and  222  for  a total  of 
539  to  take  the  lead  from  Paul  Ferry,  who 
had  held  top  spot  since  October  17.  Cyclex 
won  three  games  from  Joe  McElhattan’s 
Supers  and  for  the  first  time  this  season 
moved  out  of  last  place  in  the  league  stand- 
ing. Hen  Link  corralled  518  pins  in  games 
of  188,  144  and  186  to  help  lead  his  Reels 
to  within  one  game  of  the  leading  Simplex- 
ers,  who  dropped  two  games  to  the  E7s,  cap- 
tained by  Paul  Ferry.  The  Reels  three  game 
total  of  1,943  brought  them  within  four  pins 
of  the  1,947  all-season  high  held  by  the  E7s. 
Other  scores:  High  team  one  game,  Reels, 
744;  high  individual  one  game,  Paul  Ferry, 
252;  high  individual  three  games,  Paul  Ferry 
and  Joe  McElhattan,  tied  with  583. 

STANDING  OF  THE  TEAMS 


Simplex  .. 

Reels  

E7s  

Shutters 
Century  .. 
Supers  .... 
Cyclex  .... 
Pad  Rolls 


Won 

Lost 

25 

11 

24 

12 

20 

16 

18 

18 

16 

20 

14 

22 

14 

22 

13 

23 

Brenkert  Projectors  Still  Hold  Lead 
In  Nightingale  Bowling  League 

DETROIT — Brenkert  Projectors  still  hold 
a lead  by  the  slightest  possible  margin  in 


the  Nightingale  League: 

Team — Won  Lost 

Brenkert  Projectors  22  14 

National  Theatre  Supply  21  15 

Lorenzen’s  Flower  Shop 21  15 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment  20  16 

National  Carbon  Co 18  18 

A.ltec  Sound  Service  15  21 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply 14  22 

McArthur's — Motiograph  13  23 


Meakin  Is  Honored  With 
Dinner  in  Washington 

CINCINNATI — Hardie  Meakin,  assistant 
division  manager  for  RKO  Midwest  Theatres, 
was  honored  at  a dinner  at  the  Hotel  Wil- 
lard, Washington,  January  1.  Meakin  re- 
cently was  transferred  from  Washington. 


Series  of  Storms  Snarl 
Pittsburgh  Area  Trade 


Arthur  Frudenfeld  Heads 
Red  Cross  Committee 

CINCINNATI — Arthur  Frudenfeld,  division 
manager  of  RKO  Theatres,  has  accepted 
chairmanship  for  the  Red  Cross  fund  drive 
in  this  area  as  representative  of  the  motion 
picture  industry.  He  has  been  chairman  the 
last  several  years. 

Blizzard  Freezes 
Pittsburgh  Trade 

PITTSBURGH — Mr.  Blizzard  scored  a 
technical  knockout  over  Mr.  Boxoffice  and 
grosses  hit  near  record  lows.  Neighborhood 
theatres  and  those  throughout  the  area  suf- 
fered along  with  the  first  run  deluxers  as 
few  people  ventured  out  of  their  homes. 


(Average  is  100) 

Barry — Four  Feathers  SR-Crown); 

Elephant  Boy  (SR-Crown),  reissues 80 

Fulton — The  Hairy  Ape  (UA). 50 

Harris — In  the  Meantime.  Darling  (20th-Fox) 60 

Penn — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay  (Para)....  60 
Ritz — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO), 

2d  d.  t.  wk 110 

Senator — The  Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para), 

reissue,  2d  d.  t.  wk : 70 

Stanley — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M); 

no  stage  show  40 

Warner — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB), 

2d  d.  t.  wk 60 


Detroit  Grosses  Sink  to  Levels 
Of  Depression  in  Holidays 

DETROIT — The  show  business  took  a ma- 
jor nosedive  last  week  with  the  Christmas 
holidays  generally  held  accountable.  The 
trade  approached  depression  levels,  exhibi- 
tors reported,  despite  some  slight  buildup 
from  juvenile  patronage  at  children’s  prices. 


Adams — The  Missing  Juror  (Col); 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep)  95 

Brradway-Capitol — Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para); 

Girl  Rush  (RKO)  100 

Cinema — Nazar  Stodolya  (Art); 

Flying  on  the  Volga  (Art)  80 

Downtown — Any  Old  Port;  plus  Gay  90s  Revue 

on  stage  85 

Fox — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox), 

Tahiti  Nights  (Col)  110 

Michigan — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and 

Gay  (Para);  Great  Moment  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

PaJms-State — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M); 

Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M)  105 

Paradise — The  Last  Ride  (WB); 

Ella  Fitzgerald  on  stage  100 

United  Artists — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M); 

Song  of  the  Open  Road  (UA),  3rd  wk 95 


All-Time  Record  Snowstorm  Holds 
Cleveland  Grosses  Below  Par 

CLEVELAND — What  is  claimed  to  be  the 
all-time  record  for  heavy  snowfall  and  icy 
streets  that  tied  up  traffic  and  made  auto- 
mobile transportation  next  to  impossible  was 
reflected  in  empty  seats  at  almost  all  the- 
atres. “Kismet”  was  the  only  attraction  that 
came  through  with  a plus  average.  It  had  a 
big  weekend  at  the  State  Theatre  which 
boosted  the  week’s  take  to  115  per  cent.  “Lost 
in  a Harem”  in  its  second  week  on  the  main 
stem  broke  even  at  the  Stillman.  Other 
grosses  ranged  from  90  per  cent  down  to  60 
per  cent. 


Allen — Wuthering  Heights  (Film  Classics) 60 

Hippodrome — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB) 60 

Lake — Laura  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk SO 

Ohio — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  3rd  wk 90 

Palace — Carolina  Blues  (Col); 

Artie  Shaw's  orchestra  on  stage.. 80 

State — Kismet  (M-G-M)  115 

Stillman — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 


PITTSBURGH— Snow,  rain  and  sleet  con- 
tinued into  the  new  year,  with  extension  of 
traffic  perils,  film  missouts,  etc.  Highways 
were  blocked  by  high  water  for  several  days 
and  traffic  everywhere  in  the  area  moved 
slowly.  More  than  26  inches  of  snow  fell 
here  since  December  11. 

Film  carriers  in  the  city  district  and  truck- 
ers over  the  highways  to  the  outposts  in  the 
area  took  a beating  for  three  weeks.  Ship- 
pers at  the  exchanges  and  film  bookers  were 
near  frantic  a number  of  times  when  trucks 
were  very  late  or  when  films  were  not  re- 
turned by  the  carriers.  Numerous  film  sub- 
stitutions were  made  during  the  period  and 
there  were  many  dark  theatres  in  the  west- 
ern Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  area. 

Theatre  business  had  been  poor  for  weeks 
prior  to  the  coming  of  the  blizzard  and 
dipped  to  new  all  time  lows  in  many  spots 
where  the  owners  or  managers  elected  to 
remain  open  and  on  schedule.  Such  theatres, 
which  fortunately  had  film  service,  power 
and  manpower,  played  to  very  small  audi- 
ences. One  of  the  local  de  luxe  neighborhood 
theatres  is  reported  to  have  grossed  $3.40  on 
Christmas  Day.  Exhibitors,  for  the  most  part, 
were  playing  flat-buy  film  service  prior  to 
Christmas  and  they  report  they  sustained 
heavy  losses.  Opening  on  Christmas  were 
many  percentage  shows  and  in  these  book- 
ings the  distributors  shared  with  the  ex- 
hibitors in  grosses  which  were  “way  off  the 
beam.”  Except  for  epidemic  periods  in  years 
past,  exhibitors  state  they  do  not  recall  a 
winter  season  where  grosses  were  so  de- 
pressed for  such  a length  of  time. 

All  mixups  in  distribution  were  being 
straightened  out  this  week  and  greatly  im- 
proved theatre  attendance  was  expected  gen- 
erally in  the  area.  Full  film  coverage  was 
in  order  this  week,  but  service  had  continued 
poor,  with  trucks  and  shows  turning  up 
hours  late.  More  theatres  than  ever  before 
had  scheduled  New  Year’s  Eve  midnight 
shows  and  such  bookings  proved  additional 
headaches  to  bookers,  shippers  and  carriers. 


Cincinnati  Area  Suffers  When 
Icy  Storm  Sweeps  East 

CINCINNATI — Theatres  suffered  during 
the  past  week  with  weather  conditions  un- 
paralleled in  the  city’s  history.  Icy  streets 
and  sleet  storms  made  news  most  of  the 
week. 

Cincinnati  exchanges  were  also  handicapped 
in  shipping  films  with  bus  and  truck  travel 
impossible  due  to  blocked  roads.  Skeleton 
crews  remained  on  hand  in  most  offices 
day  and  night. 


Variety  Installs  Officers 

PITTSBURGH— Variety  Club’s  1945  of- 
ficers were  inducted  last  Saturday  after- 
noon in  the  Tent  No.  1 headquarters  in  the 
William  Penn  Hotel.  A luncheon  preceded 
the  ceremonies.  M.  J.  “Mike”  Gallagher 
was  installed  as  chief  barker,  succeeding 
Harry  Feinstein.  The  induction  had  been 
planned  for  December  27  but  had  been  post- 
poned because  of  the  inclement  weather. 


Glen  Rogers  Theatre  Burns 

CINCINNATI— The  Glen  Rogers  Theatre, 
Glen  Rogers,  W.  Va.,  one  of  Stephen  Lang’s 
chain,  was  destroyed  by  fire  December  26. 
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A,  W.  McCormick’s  New  Beaver,  Beaver, 
Pa.,  has  been  taken  on  for  service  by 
Pennsylvania  Enterprises,  Inc.,  booking  com- 
bine . . . Iz  Beiser,  who  had  served  here  as 
a temporary  salesman  for  Columbia,  has  re- 
turned to  duties  for  that  company  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  He  is  a special  representative 
in  Sam  Galanty’s  district. 

Capt.  William  J.  Kloos,  former  Paramount 
booker  who  had  been  stationed  at  Camp 
Gruber,  Okla.,  has  headed  overseas  with 
a New  York  APO  number  . . . Before  de- 
parting for  his  new  duties  as  United  Artists 
branch  manager  at  Philadelphia,  Mort  Magill 
finally  broke  down  and  revealed  the  secret 
of  his  “amazing  card  trick”  to1  Bill  Scott, 
salesman.  Bill  is  demonstrating  the  trick 
and  he  will  use  your  deck  in  performing  the 
magic. 

Peggy  Ann  Martin  of  the  Paramount  ac- 
counting department  has  accepted  an  en- 
gagement ring  from  B/M  Charles  Baguet,  who 
is  overseas  . . . Arlene  Zerlstein,  a member 
of  the  Warner  circuit’s  booking  department, 
is  engaged  to  Louis  Gago,  Esquire  bar  mix- 
ologist. 

All  downtown  theatres  and  most  of  the 
neighborhood  houses  staged  special  New 
Year’s  Eve  midnight  performances,  and  ad- 
ditionally, Loew’s  Penn  offered  a 2:39  a.  m. 
showing  of  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo.” 
As  usual,  too,  the  Casino  presented  a 3 a.  m. 
“milkman’s  matinee.” 

At  the  peak  of  the  recent  blizzard  at  least 
one  film  shipper  stayed  on  the  job  all  night. 
He  was  that  30-year  veteran  of  the  indus- 
try, Ed  Good  of  PRC,  who  “wanted  to  do 
everything  possible  to  get  films  moving  in  and 
out.” 

Pvt.  Reed  A.  McRoberts,  former  manag- 
ing editor  of  the  Bulletin-Index,  was  killed 
in  the  Philippines  December  12  . . . Larry 
Leonardi,  a member  of  Warner  circuit’s  ad- 
vertising department  before  his  induction 
into  the  army  several  years  ago,  is  back  in 
civvies  . . . Mrs.  Haskell  L.  Goodman,  the 
former  Reva  Rosenberg,  daughter  of  the 
M.  A.  Rosenbergs,  and  her  husband,  Lieuten- 
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ant  Goodman,  have  taken  a home  near  Camp 
Croft,  S.  C.  They  were  married  here  De- 
cember 17. 

Lieut.  John  Fullerton,  ATSC,  exploited 
“Winged  Victory”  at  Morgantown  and  Johns- 
town, and  he  did  a swell  job,  according  to 
Wally  Allen,  20th-Fox  exploiteer  for  this 
area.  Allen  worked  with  the  show  last  week 
in  Buffalo  . . . Darlene  Stone  is  the  new 
biller  at  the  Warner  exchange;  Marjorie 
Mach  has  resigned  duties  there  . . . George 
Wheeler,  formerly  of  Filmrow  and  now  book- 
er for  the  Lichtman  circuit,  Washington, 
D.  C„  was  here  for  the  New  Year’s  debut. 

Columbia  Manager  Art  Levy’s  Saturday 
afternoons  belong  to  his  seven-and-a-half- 
year-old  son,  Jules  Levy.  They  attend  the 
motion  picture  shows  together  . . . Sgt.  Har- 
old S.  Cohen,  son-in-law  of  William  Leibo- 
vitz, Mount  Pleasant  exhibitor,  who  man- 
aged the  Penn  there  before  going  into  uni- 
form, forwarded  his  season’s  greetings  from 
Paris. 

SeaBee  Howard  Minsky,  former  Warner 
salesman  here,  was  home  on  a New  Year’s 
pass  from  his  base  in  Rhode  Island  . . . 
Bill  Nesbitt,  PRC  office  manager,  has  been 
on  the  sick  list  for  several  weeks  . . . Bert 
Wild,  Warner’s  Butler,  Pa.,  manager,  has 
been  notified  of  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Henry  Wild,  who  was  killed  in  action  De- 
cember 3. 

Sgt.  Wayne  Fleeger,  former  Paramount 
booker,  and  his  wife  and  daughter,  Barbara, 
aged  18  months,  were  visitors  here  over  the 
holidays  from  Camp  Wheeler,  Ga.  Another 
former  Paramount  employe  here  who  stopped 
in  to  say  hello  was  Pvt.  James  A.  Rizza 
who  is  attached  to  a B29  outfit  at  Great 
Bend,  Kas. 

Pvt.  William  K.  Jackson,  former  super- 
vising manager  of  the  Mid- State  Theatres, 
Clearfield,  is  on  the  fighting  front  in  Ger- 
many . . . Pvt.  Bob  Taylor,  former  manager 
of  the  Senator,  was  home  on  furlough  for 
the  holidays  . . . Sam  Hanauer,  Beaver  Falls 
exhibitor,  extended  season’s  greetings  to 
some  of  his  Filmrow  friends  on  novelty 
printing  paper  . . . Louis  Averbach  has  just 
about  completed  his  purchasing  of  home 
furniture.  He  had  sold  all  his  household 
goods  when  he  went  into  the  army  three 
years  ago,  and  since  his  medical  discharge 
last  year  he  and  Mrs.  Averbach  have  been 
acquiring  new  furniture.  Lou  is  the  young 
Paramount  sales  representative. 

Johnny  Harris,  theatre  executive  who  has 
many  interests,  has  more  than  two  dozen 
players  on  his  Hornet  hockey  squad  and  he 
continues  to  sign  more  members  . . . William 
N.  Robson,  remembered  as  one  of  the  great 
ballyhooers  in  the  early  days  of  film  ex- 
ploitation here,  reports  that  he  is  a grand- 
pop.  A grandson  was  born  on  Christmas 
Day  to  the  second  W.  N.  Robsons.  The  father 
is  director  of  dramatic  productions  for  the 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System. 

Sam  Fineberg,  Monogram  manager,  was 
much  relieved  the  other  day  when  he  re- 
ceived a V-mail  letter  from  his  brother, 
Pvt.  Joseph  Fineberg,  who  reported  on  his 
wounds  to  the  best  of  his  ability  under  cen- 
sorship. On  December  22  the  war  depart- 
ment had  sent  notification  that  he  had  been 
wounded  in  Germany,  and  Joe’s  letter  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  his  letter  would  be 
received  before  the  official  communication. 
Sam  has  four  brothers  in  uniform. 

Basil  O’Connor,  president  of  the  National 
Infantile  Paralysis  Foundation,  will  address 
a mass  meeting  here  January  14  . . . James 
G.  Balmer,  Harris  executive,  was  confined 


to  his  home  with  a touch  of  the  flu  . . . 
Lieut.  Charles  Steinhauser,  former  local 
Warner  circuit  house  manager  and  son  of 
Si  Steinhauser,  Press  radio  editor,  is  in  the 
Southwest  Pacific  area. 

Sam  Steinberg,  theatre  supply  dealer,  re- 
turned from  a local  hospital  late  last  week 
and  will  depart  for  Florida  in  the  next  few 
days  . . . Sam  Silver  is  the  new  manager  of 
Warners’  Princess,  Donora. 

Louis  Kaufman,  who  acquired  the  Metro- 
politan in  the  Bloomfield  district  from  Dave 
Leff,  is  owner  of  the  Keystone  Circulation 
Co.,  distributors  of  advertisements  . . . Doug- 
las Beck,  who  reported  here  as  RKO’s  area 
exploiteer  several  weeks  ago,  saw  much 
action  in  the  merchant  marine  during  the 
three  years  he  was  in  service. 

Deane  Martin  of  IATSE  local  171  reports 
that  Modesto  Capalbo,  projectionist,  received 
a 15-day  visit  from  his  son.  Pvt.  Frank  Jo- 
seph Capalbo,  AAF  mechanic,  who  was  on 
furlough  from  Camp  Hulin,  Tex.  And  that 
isn’t  all  that  arrived  for  Modesto,  for  on 
Saturday,  December  16,  some  other  kind  of 
mechanics  were  bringing  Frank  Joseph  jr. 
into  this  hectic  world. 

Orlando  “Slam”  Boyle,  20th-Fox  booker, 
plans  to  spend  next  weekend  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter 
Antonoplos,  East  Pittsburgh  exhibitors,  have 
been  vacationing  in  Philadelphia  with  their 
daughter,  Lulu,  whose  husband  went  into 
uniform  recently  . . . Filmrow  unions  post- 
poned elections  due  to  weather  conditions. 
Fll  members  will  install  1945  officers  January 
18  at  Webster  Hall. 


CINCINNATI 

■piorence  Kipp,  booker  for  RKO  Theatres, 

has  added  the  managership  of  the  RKO 
Lyric,  downtown  theatre,  to  her  duties  . . . 
William  Hastings,  manager  of  the  Grand, 
and  Helen  Sharpe,  secretary  at  the  Lyric, 
are  middle-aisling  it  . . . Elwood  Jones,  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol,  is  recuperating  following 
an  operation  on  an  abscessed  ear  . . . James 
Geers,  Paramount  manager,  has  passed  his 
army  physical  and  is  awaiting  induction. 

Capt.  Norbert  Brocker,  former  manager  of 
the  Grand,  is  back  from  the  south  seas, 
awaiting  reassignment.  Mrs.  Brocker,  a for- 
mer army  nurse,  is  stationed  in  Hawaii  . . . 
Cliff  Larkin  has  been  added  to  the  shipping 
staff  of  National  Theatre  Supply  . . . Popu- 
lar Pictures  reports  increased  interest  in 
jungle  type  pictures.  Sylvia  Gertzman,  book- 
er, states  “Tarzan  and  the  Green  Goddess,” 
which  played  RKO  houses  in  Cincinnati  and 
Dayton,  is  being  heavily  booked  . . . Lee  Gold- 
berg, Popular  Pictures  head  here,  has  been 
ill  with  a tooth  infection  . . . Dave  Stenger, 
air  force,  formerly  with  20th-Fox,  was  a 
holiday  visitor  and  a guest  at  the  exchange 
party. 

Bob  McNabb,  20th-Fox  Columbus  and  Day- 
ton  representative,  married  a southern  belle 
from  Baton  Rouge  during  the  holidays.  They 
will  live  in  Columbus  . . . “Winged  Victory,” 
premiered  at  Dayton,  pulled  excellent  grosses 
and  was  held  for  a third  week  at  the  Colonial. 
Jim  Keefe  supervised  exploitation,  assisted 
by  Harry  Weiss  and  Sid  Zinns.  Army  officers 
cooperated  by  exhibiting  a bomber  in  Co- 
lumbus streets. 

Harry  Sheeran,  M-G-M,  has  returned  from 
New  York  . . . Milt  Jacobs  returned  from 
a visit  to  his  mother  at  Buffalo  . . . Uni- 
versal’s Hank  Linet  is  expected  in  town  soon 
. . . Ben  Lorber  of  Universal’s  New  York  home 
office  and  Mrs.  Lorber  were  here  during  the 
holidays  . . . Max  Goldberg,  Irvine,  Ky.,  ex- 
hibitor, is  reported  home  on  furlough  fol- 
lowing overseas  duty. 
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n be  Schwartz  of  the  Lake  Theatre  at 
Painesville,  the  Lyric  at  Fairport  Harbor, 
and  the  Lexington  here  will  receive  his  mail 
for  the  next  three  months  at  the  Surray 
Hotel  in  Miami  Beach.  He^and  Mrs.  Schwartz 
arrived  there  Christmas  Day.  His  partner, 
Jack  Shulman,  will  remain  on  the  job  to 
keep  the  home  fires  burning  . . . Filmrow 
regretted  to  hear  last  week  of  the  death  in 
Chicago  of  Mrs.  George  Lefko,  wife  of  for- 
mer local  RKO  manager,  now  Warner  cir- 
cuit salesman  in  the  Windy  City.  Mrs.  Lefko, 
who  had  been  ill  for  several  months,  was 
buried  in  Pittsburgh.  In  addition  to  her 
husband  she  is  survived  by  two  married 
daughters. 

Clevelend  will  have  special  interest  in 
M-G-M’s  forthcoming  “This  Man’s  Navy.” 
Charlie  Deardourff,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  has 
learned  that  Lieut.  Fred  Lloyd,  mechanical 
director  for  the  picture,  hails  from  Cleve- 
land . . . Shoveling  snow  has  been  the  chief 
holiday  sport  of  local  film  men.  An  unprec- 
edented snow  fall  has  been  the  occasion 
of  this  extra-curricular  exercise.  Sore  mus- 
cles and  lame  backs  are  the  order  of  the 
day.  In  the  morning  the  boys  have  to  shovel 
their  cars  out  of  the  garage.  In  the  evening 
they  have  to  shovel  to  get  in. 

J.  Knox  Strachan,  Warner  Theatres  pub- 
licity director,  held  a private  screening  of 
“The  Woman  in  the  Window”  prior  to  the 
picture’s  opening  at  the  Hippodrome.  His 
guests  were  members  of  the  FBI,  criminal 
lawyers,  city  officials,  members  of  the  city 
law  and  police  departments  and  heads  of 
women’s  groups.  The  picture  was  halted 
prior  to  the  surprise  ending  and  they  were 
asked  to  write  their  solution  of  the  situ- 
ation in  which  Edward  G.  Robinson  and 
Joan  Bennett  find  themselves.  After  the 
written  opinions  had  been  collected,  the 
rest  of  the  picture  was  run  off.  None  of 
them  anticipated  the  real  solution. 

“Pat”  Slocum  of  the  Warner  office  force 
last  week  wrote  the  final  act  of  a romance 
that  started  several  weeks  ago  when  she 
married  Ralph  Haase  of  California  in  Texas. 
She  met  him  while  he  was  here  on  a naval 
leave.  The  marriage  culminated  a whirl- 
wind courtship. 

Holiday  celebration  here  among  film  folks 
was  more  conspicuous  by  its  absence  than 
by  its  practice.  The  Variety  Club  was  no- 
tably quiet.  Members  so  inclined  dropped  in 
for  a social  game  of  gin  rummy,  but  there 
was  no  planned  program  . . . Cliff  Pegg, 
manager  of  the  Parma  Theatre,  spent  from 
1 to  11  p.  m.  on  Christmas  Day  bicycling 
a print  of  “American  Romance”  to  the 
Broadvue  Theatre.  He  did  it  himself  be- 
cause nobody  else  would  do  it.  And  it  took 
so  long  because  of  the  heavy  snow  drifts. 


GEORGE  A.  EBELING 
Architect 
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Somebody  owes  Pegg  a Christmas  dinner  be- 
cause all  he  had  was  a hamburger  sandwich. 

Sam  P.  Gorrel,  Republic  branch  manager, 
will  leave  here  January  6 for  New  York 
where  he  will  attend  the  company’s  quar- 
terly meeting  on  January  9-10  . . . Oscar 
Bloom,  Columbia  salesman,  and  Mrs.  Bloom 
are  back  from  a two-week  vacation  in  Florida 
. . . The  many  Cleveland  exhibitors  who 
regularly  have  attended  the  ITO  conven- 
tions in  Columbus  regretted  to  learn  last 
week  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Billy  James  . . . 
Correction:  “Wuthering  Heights,”  Film  Clas- 
sic release,  was  last  week’s  attraction  at  the 
Allen,  not  the  Ohio  Theatre. 

The  George  Erdmanns  entertained  their 
son,  George  jr..  and  his  wife  over  the  Christ- 
mas weekend  . . . Bob  Snyder  of  Film 
Classics  has  booked  “The  Kid  From  Spain" 
and  “Made  for  Each  Other"  on  a dual  pro- 
gram at  the  Circle  Theatre  where  it  will 
be  heavily  exploited  by  Manager  E.  Stutz 
. . . Oscar  Kanter,  Vitagraph  salesman,  who 
went  to  New  York  for  two  weeks,  is  back 
in  harness  again  . . . Harry  Lance,  M-G-M 
checking  supervisor  in  the  New  York  area, 
spent  Christmas  in  Cleveland  with  his  wife 
and  family. 

Dave  Spizel,  foreign  newspaper  distributor, 
has  sold  his  Shaker  Heights  home  and  is 
living  at  the  Commodore  Hotel  . . . Joe 
Krenitz,  Universal  branch  manager,  and  Mrs. 
Krenitz  have  as  their  guests  their  son, 
Stanley,  and  his  wife.  Young  Krenitz  is 
stationed  at  Ann  Arbor  where  he  is  assigned 
to  the  study  of  special  languages  . . . The 
Dan  Cowhigs  were  pleasantly  surprised  by 
the  unexpected  homecoming  of  their  son, 
Pvt.  James  Cowhig,  from  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

Nat  Barach,  National  Screen  Service  man- 
ager, reports  that  he  celebrated  the  arrival 
of  the  new  year  in  house  coat  and  slippers 
before  his  own  fireside  . . . Condolences  were 
extended  to  Lou  Sharp  of  Sharp’s  service 
station  across  from  the  Film  Bldg,  on  the 
death  of  his  father. 


Bert  Holmes  Elected 
President  of  F25 

DETROIT — Bert  Holmes,  Republic  booker, 
has  been  elected  president  of  Local  F25, 
IATSE,  for  1945. 

Other  newly  elected  officers  are:  Margaret 
Studebaker,  Republic,  financial  secretary; 
Lillian  Neff,  Paramount,  corresponding  sec- 
retary: Bernadette  Voisin,  20th-Fox,  treas- 
urer; A1  J.  Champagne,  20th-Fox,  business 
agent;  Mary  Voisin,  20th-Fox,  sergeant-at- 
arms;  and  Velma  Grandy  and  Virginia  Gates, 
both  of  Universal,  trustees. 

The  board  of  directors  has  been  reduced 
from  seven  to  five  members  and  will  include, 
for  1945,  Holmes  and  Champagne,  and  Misses 
Studebaker,  Neff  and  Bernadette  Voisin. 
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America's  finest  Screen  Came 

Detroit  Variety  Club  Sets 
Installation  in  Nitery 

DETROIT — The  annual  installation  banquet 
of  the  Variety  Club  will  be  held  in  a new 
environment  Monday,  February  5.  The  event 
has  been  booked  for  Lou  Walters’  Latin 
Quarter,  which  has  rated  as  the  top  nitery 
here  since  its  opening  a few  months  ago. 

The  evening  will  take  the  nature  of  a 
tribute  to  all  past  chief  barkers,  including 
John  Flynn,  Edgar  E.  Kirchner,  Maurice 
Caplan  (deceased),  Henderson  M.  Richey, 
William  Carlson,  Charles  Perry,  Harold  Rob- 
inson, John  Howard,  David  M.  Idzal,  John 
McPherson  and  Alex  Schreiber. 

James  F.  Sharkey,  film  buyer  for  Co- 
operative Theatres  of  Michigan,  will  be  in- 
stalled as  chief  barker  in  succession  to  Alex 
Schreiber.  Earl  J.  Hudson  Detroit  street 
railway  commissioner  and  president  of  United 
Detroit  Theatres,  will  be  toastmaster. 

The  floor  show  of  the  Latin  Quarter  will 
be  augmented  by  headline  acts  from  theatres 
and  other  night  clubs,  making  a show  of 
genuinely  stellar  proportions.  The  spot  is 
being  taken  over  for  the  evening  by  Variety. 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 
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Exchanges — Herbert  Berman,  new  PRC  city 

salesman,  was  formerly  district  manager 
for  E.  M.  Loew  Theatres  in  Boston  . . . Mar- 
gie Rice,  PRC,  has  had  one  of  those  per- 
sistent coughs  . . . Dick  Lehr  arrived  home 
three  days  after  Christmas  from  Cherbourg 
and  Murmansk.  He’s  the  son  of  Betty  Lehr 
of  PRC  and  Art  Lehr  of  Central  Shipping 
Bureau  . . . A1  Dezel  of  Film  Classics  brought 
his  family  which  has  been  staying  in  Chicago, 
here  to  stay. 

Short  Circuits — Seaman  Peter  Kavel  is 
keeping  closely  posted  on  film  events  during 
his  period  in  the  service  by  close  reading 
of  BOXOFFICE  and  watching  events  in  the 
industry  abroad  . . . Harold  Teel,  manager 
of  the  Harper,  leaves  for  the  army  January 
4 . . . Louis  Parine  is  managing  the  Mack 
Uptown,  coming  from  the  East  Side  Drive-In 
. . . Luther  McConnell  of  the  Civic,  Farm- 
ington, is  proud  of  his  record  on  bond  sales 
. . . Pvt.  Herman  “Wonder  Boy”  Cohen,  for- 
mer Dexter  manager,  was  home  on  a 48-hour 
furlough  . . . Robert  Mandernack,  16-year- 
old  usher  at  the  Dearborn  Theatre,  Dear- 
born, died  of  a heart  attack  while  shoveling 
snow  in  front  of  the  theatre. 

Under  the  Marquee — Michael  J.  Chargot 
is  putting  a new  Walker  screen  in  the  Im- 
perial . . . Tony  Weitzel  discloses  that  Dave 
Idzal  made  his  own  Christmas  tree. 

Christmas  Cards — Jake  Schreiber  used  re- 
prints of  the  picture  series  in  BOXOFFICE 
issue  of  October  28  about  him  as  his  season’s 
greeting  . . . Nicholas  Tsoukalas  of  the 
Carmen  in  Dearborn  sent  greetings  with 
pictures  of  himself,  his  wife  and  three  little 
Tsoukalases  . . . Jack  M.  Smukler,  operator 
at  the  Beverly,  sent  out  a colorful  trio  of 
candles. 

Wolverines — Hillsdale  theatres,  like  nearly 
every  other  business  in  town,  come  under  an 
ancient  local  blue  law  on  Sundays,  but  all 
agree  there  will  be  no  attempts  at  enforce- 
ment . . . Paul  Schlossman,  Muskegon,  has 
been  named  state  chairman  for  the  March 
of  Dimes. 

Drug  Store  Stuff — Irene  Nowicik,  who’s  al- 
ways going  up  or  down,  enjoyed  the  laying 
of  Ernie  Forbes’  new  floor  between  flights 
. . . Sergeant  Leon  Arozian,  returned  from 
seven  trips  on  a hospital  ship  across  the 
Pacific,  has  now  been  stationed  in  San  Fran- 
cisco . . . Harry  Carson  extends  New  Year’s 
greetings  on  behalf  of  Theatrical  post  . . . 
Next  post  meeting  will  be  January  8 at  the 
Elks  clubrooms  . . . Irwin  Rose,  formerly  of 
Chicago,  is  joining  the  Delbridge  and  Gor- 
rell  office  . . . Leonard  Soskin,  the  insur- 
ance man,  has  moved  over  onto  West  Chi- 
cago Blvd.  ...  Ed  Long’s  Long  Sign  Co. 
has  made  a connection  with  National  The- 
atre Supply. 
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BOSTONIANS  AT  PREVIEW — Among  those  who  attended  the  press  preview 
of  “Tomorrow  the  World”  at  the  University  Theatre,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  were 
Seth  Fields,  Graphic  circuit;  Stanley  Sumner,  manager  of  the  University;  Phil 
Berler,  buyer  for  E.  M.  Loew;  John  Dervin,  UA  branch  manager,  and  Max  Mel- 
incoff,  district  manager  for  Warners. 


Conneclicul  Total 
Near  Four  Million 

NEW  HAVEN — Connecticut’s  motion  pic- 
ture theatres,  with  the  cooperation  of  ex- 
changes and  in  many  cases  operators  and 
stagehands,  piled  up  a total  of  $3,866,841  in 
bond  sales  at  51  theatre  and  five  screening 
room  bond  premieres,  Harry  F.  Shaw,  state 
chairman  for  the  Sixth  War  Loan,  an- 
nounced on  the  basis  of  reports  from  all 
except  one  or  two  theatres. 

The  breakdown  showed  $3,163,066  in  bonds 
were  sold  in  evening  shows,  $222,500  in  cou- 
pon bonds  at  screening  room  shows,  and 
$481,274  at  morning  kiddie  shows.  The  high- 
est sale  for  any  single  theatre  was  at  the 
Loew  Poli,  Hartford,  where  Ralph  Edwards’ 
Truth  and  Consequence  show  sold  $800,000 
in  bonds.  The  same  show  at  the  Paramount, 
New  Haven,  sold  $458,000. 

At  the  Fine  Arts,  Westport,  the  annual 
notable-studded  stage  show  and  auction 
netted  $297,000.  The  highest  total  for  a film 
premiere  was  at  the  Capitol,  New  London, 
where  “And  Now  Tomorrow”  sold  $145,575 
in  bonds.  At  the  Palace,  Meriden,  “Till  We 
Meet  Again”  totaled  $142,150;  the  State, 
Waterbury,  “Together  Again,”  $140,500;  War- 
ner, Bridgeport,  “And  Now  Tomorrow,”  $104,- 
575,  and  “American  Romance”  at  the  Wil- 
kinson, Wallingford,  pulled  in  $97,850.  At 
the  Rialto,  Windsor  Locks,  $78,400  in  bonds 
were  sold  at  the  “Mrs.  Parkington”  pre- 
miere. 

The  series  E total  exceeded  32,000. 

The  complete  tally: 

Capitol,  Ansonia,  $58,825;  Merritt,  Bridge- 
port, $89,480;  Warner,  Bridgeport,  $104,575; 
Cameo,  Bristol,  $33,000;  Palace,  Danbury, 
$29,700;  Strand,  New  Britain,  $98,925;  State, 
South  Manchester,  $19,175;  State,  Water- 
bury, $140,500;  Capitol,  Willimantic,  $49,125; 
Central,  West  Hartford,  $14,125;  Warner, 
Torrington,  $84,225;  Capitol,  New  London, 
$145,575;  Paramount,  New  Haven,  $458,000. 

Empress,  South  Norwalk,  $61,100;  Poli, 
Hartford,  $800,000;  Palace,  Meriden,  $142,150; 
Broadway,  Norwich,  $58,000;  Stuart,  Lake- 
ville, $2,175;  Capitol,  Milford,  $4,000;  Banoff, 
Madison,  $25,450;  Capitol,  Middletown,  $13,- 
225;  Dixwell,  New  Haven,  $425;  Howard,  New 
Haven,  $2,275;  Lawrence,  New  Haven,  $425; 
Whitney,  Hamden,  $70,000;  Edmond  Town 
Hall,  Newtown,  $10,625;  Bradley,  Putnam, 
$6,850. 

Playhouse,  Ridgefield,  $80,311;  Colonial, 
Southington,  $42,575;  Stamford,  Stamford, 
$20,000;  Wilkinson,  Wallingford,  $97,850;  Fine 
Arts,  Westport,  $297,000;  Rialto,  Windsor 
Locks,  $78,400;  Strand,  Winsted,  $25,000. 

Kiddie  shows — Bristol,  Bristol,  $43,100;  Em- 
bassy, New  Britain,  $31,600;  Circle,  South 
Manchester,  $3,325;  Palace,  Torrington,  $13,- 
000;  Norwalk,  Norwalk,  $12,250;  Poli,  Bridge- 
port, $105,000;  Palace,  Hartford,  $17,500;  Poli, 
Meriden,  $127,400;  Poli,  New  Haven,  $31,350; 
Strand,  Waterbury,  $9,175;  Black  Rock, 
Bridgeport,  $275;  Pequot,  New  Haven,  $1,200; 
Playhouse,  Ridgefield,  $1,100;  Palace,  Stam- 
ford, $37,000;  Stratford,  Stratford,  $20,000; 
Eastwood,  East  Hartford,  $28,000. 

A1  Kane  of  Paramount 
And  Maude  Carroll  Wed 

NEW  HAVEN — The  marriage  of  A1  Kane, 
Boston  district  manager  for  Paramount,  and 
Maude  Carroll,  a member  of  the  Warner 
Theatres  zone  office  here  15  years,  was  a 
surprise.  Mrs.  Kane  resigned  her  position 
last  week. 


Now  in  Public  Relations 

HARTFORD — Col.  John  Reitmeyer,  for- 
mer city  editor  of  the  Hartford  Courant,  is 
now  serving  as  public  relations  officer  for 
the  army’s  eastern  defense  command  in  New 

York. 


New  Haven  Downtowners 
Hold  85-Cent  Eve  Shows 

NEW  HAVEN — Local  downtowns  rang  in 
the  New  Year  with  plenty  of  company  this 
year,  what  with  all  taverns  and  restaurants 
closed.  At  the  Poli  and  College  “Meet  Me 
in  St.  Louis”  and  “Main  Street  After  Dark” 
were  offered.  The  Roger  Sherman  had  its 
regular  current  attraction,  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” plus  shorts;  the  Bijou,  “Blonde 
Fever”  and  “She’s  a Sweetheart”  and  the 
Paramount,  “Here  Come  the  WAVES.” 
Tickets  at  85  cents  were  on  sale  in  advance. 
The  Whalley,  with  "Doughgirls”  and  “Till  We 
Meet  Again”  and  the  Whitney  with  the  same 
show,  were  the  only  neighborhoods  to  keep 
such  late  hours.  Tickets  were  50  cents. 

Ralph  Eaton,  Worcester 
Plymouth  Head,  Resigns 

WORCESTER — Ralph  Eaton  has  tendered 
his  resignation  as  manager  of  the  Plymouth, 
operated  by  E.  M.  Loew.  He  joined  the 
house  two  years  ago,  dividing  his  time  with 
a defense  job,  and  took  over  the  manage- 
ment 15  months  ago  when  Bob  Robison  re- 
signed. 


Big  Children's  Party 

HARTFORD  — Several  thousand  children 
were  guests  of  Mayor  William  Mortensen  at 
his  annual  Christmas  theatre  party  held  at 
the  Loew’s  Poli  December  29.  Approximately 
5,000  tickets  were  distributed  to  20  commu- 
nity centers  throughout  the  city,  various 
housing  projects,  and  the  Police  Junior 
Legion  of  Honor. 


NEW  HAVEN — If  premium-giving  neigh- 
borhoods here  suddenly  see  a lot  of  strange 
metropolitan  faces,  A.  H.  Weiler  of  the  New 
York  Times  will  be  partly  responsible.  Says 
Weiler  in  a recent  Times  article: 

“Believe  it  or  not  folks,  but  it’s  possible 
once  more  to  make  a down  payment  on  a 
set  of  dishes  simply  by  purchasing  an  ad- 
mission to  the  movies.  Well,  if  you  can’t 
do  it  in  Brooklyn  right  away,  just  be  patient 
for  another  little  while.  The  old  dish  night 
is  staging  a comeback  in  nearby  Connecticut, 
and  you  know  how  things  like  that  can  get 
around  in  practically  no  time  at  all.  Look 


Markle  and  T utile 
Lease  the  Fine  Arts 

BOSTON — Jack  Markle,  former  manager 
of  the  Coolidge  Corner  and  Brookline  Vil- 
lage theatres  here,  and  Leonard  Tuttle,  who 
has  been  manager  of  the  Fenway  in  the 
Back  Bay  district,  have  leased  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre. 

The  policy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  which  has 
been  closed  for  more  than  a year,  will  be 
the  same  as  it  was  under  the  management 
of  George  Kraska,  who  operated  the  theatre 
for  15  years  as  a foreign  films  theatre. 
Markle  and  Tuttle  claim  to  have  assurances 
of  enough  foreign  products  to  resume  the 
operation  under  the  old  policy. 

The  theatre  is  in  the  Marcus  Loew  State 
Theatre  Bldg.,  and  seats  about  600  persons. 
It  formerly  catered  to  the  so-called  carriage 
trade  of  Boston  and  the  surrounding  towns 
and  cities  and  was  highly  successful  under 
Kraska,  who  now  is  manager  of  Loew’s  Or- 
pheum  here. 


J.  J,  Anthony  to  Hartford 

HARTFORD — Mayor  William  Mortensen, 
Bushnell  Memorial  manager,  has  arranged 
for  the  personal  appearance  of  John  J.  An- 
thony, human  relations  counsellor,  Wednes- 
day evening,  January  10.  The  man  who 
made  famous  the  phrase,  “Your  Problem, 
Please,”  will  give  individual  advice  on  per- 
sonal matters  to  members  of  the  audience. 


how  the  double  feature  practice  spread!  Ac- 
cording to  a report  in  a trade  journal,  busi- 
ness has  been  less  than  colossal  at  neighbor- 
hood Bijous  in  New  Haven  and  as  a conse- 
quence, several  houses  have  put  in  a new 
supply  of  chinaware.  The  report  notes  that 
due  to  a scarcity  of  dishes  in  retail  stores 
patrons  are  displaying  keen  interest  in  the 
dish  gifts. 

“Just  in  case  you  need  to  replenish  your 
stock,  the  Dixwell  Theatre  in  New  Haven  is 
holding  dish  night  twice  a week  and  the 
Rivoli  in  West  Haven  one  night  a week.  Now 
don’t  go  blocking  essential  traffic  on  the 
N.  Y„  N.  H.  & Hartford,  folks!” 


Goto  Show  for  Dishes , He  Counsels 
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peace  in  1945 — the  foremost  wish  of  all  for 
r 1945  . . . Holiday  business  was  a flop,  ac- 
cording to  usual  standards.  The  rain  should 
have  helped,  but  war  casualty  news  affected 
patrons’  spirits,  exhibitors  think,  and  kept 
them  from  celebrating.  Last  reports  coming 
in  from  Christmas  season  parties  label  the 
Ben  Simon  party  at  his  home  for  staff  mem- 
bers of  20th-Fox  a swell  evening. 

Forty-six  exchange  employes  had  a royal 
get-together  at  Tiernan’s  with  exchange 
managers  as  guests  and  “no  speeches,  no 
dais”  . . . The  film  district  sents  its  best 
wishes  along  with  Bill  Shartin,  United  Art- 
ists manager  here  for  the  last  year,  when 
he  departed  for  Pittsburgh  . . . Capt.  Sam 
Rosen  of  Rosen  Film  Delivery  and  several 
Connecticut  theatres  was  on  Filmrow  after 
several  years  in  the  service  abroad.  He  spent 
some  time  in  New  York  last  week. 

Max  Bimbaum,  Warner  salesman,  vaca- 
tioned in  his  home  town,  New  York  . . . 
Harry  F.  Shaw,  division  manager,  called  a 
Loew  Poli  managers’  meeting  January  15 
just  to  start  the  year  right.  Assistants  will 
meet  here  January  22  . . . Dr.  J.  B.  Fish- 
man and  Mac  Alderman  will  attend  the 
meeting  of  directors  of  Allied  January  24-25 
in  Columbus,  Ohio  . . . Morris  Rosenthal  of 
the  Loew  Poli  used  a 24-sheet  on  the  build- 
ing and  radio  announcements  to  toot  the 
midnight  show  New  Year’s. 

John  Hesse,  Warner  Theatres  district 
manager,  was  to  call  the  boys  together  at 
his  office  for  a district  meeting  right  after 
the  first  . . . Congratulations  to  the  Max 
Furmans,  maintenance  supervisor  for  the 
Loew  Poli  circuit,  whose  daughter  Dorothy 
Ruth  was  married  to  Harry  Arnold  Cagney 
of  the  Yale  Divinity  School  . . . Harry  Rose 
of  the  Majestic,  Bridgeport,  summoned  the 
photographers  for  a picture  for  the  Bridge- 
port Post  when  a customer  presented  herself 
at  the  boxoffice  to  see  “Naughty  Marietta” 
for  the  49th  time. 


Blaine  pinup  series  . . . One  of  the  more  re- 
cent engagements  of  “Song  of  Bernadette” 
at  roadshow  prices  was  at  Deven  . . . Bill 
Brown,  Bijou  manager,  was  busy  the  last  few 
days  of  the  Sixth  War  Loan  trying  to  boost 
his  $144,000  figure  . . . Michael  Stranger, 
manager  of  the  College,  left  no  club  or  meet- 
ing unvisited  by  his  “rolling  bond  booth.” 
Every  try  brought  in  a few  thousand  extra 
bond  sales,  even  if  it  was  the  hard  way. 

Edward  Kaskie  sent  Morris  Rosenthal,  his 
former  boss  at  the  Majestic,  Christmas  greet- 
ings from  Germany  . . . Tom  Carey,  promo- 
tion expert  from  Hartford,  sent  out  an 
ingenious  Christmas  greeting  on  a bit  of 
celluloid  . . . Phil  Gravitz,  Metro  booker, 
vacationed  at  home  with  his  family  . . . This 
way,  talent  scouts!  Take  a peep  at  those  new 
fan  photos  of  Johnnie  De  Benedetto. 

News  of  Loew  Politeers  in  the  service 
gleaned  from  Home  Front  News,  edited  by 
Lou  and  Helen  L.  Brown:  Lieut.  Jack  Galin- 
sky  now  writes  from  Italy,  where  between 
battles  he  has  seen  such  legitimate  gems  as 
“This  Is  the  Army,”  “Barretts  of  Wimpole 
Street,”  etc.  . . . Lieut.  Robert  M.  Bergin  is 
now  a first  “looie”  and  wears  the  DFC  and 
the  Air  Medal  with  three  Oak  Leaf  Clusters 
. . . Sgt.  Herb  L.  Pivnick,  formerly  at  the 
Poli,  Hartford,  is  now  at  San  Antonio  for 
study  at  the  adjutant  general  school. 

Sgt.  Bob  Munzner,  formerly  at  the  Col- 
lege as  assistant,  is  a member  of  a B24 
heavy  bomber  group  which  has  been  award- 
etd  the  distinguished  unit  badge  and  has 
flown  well  over  100  missions  . . . Clark 
Stephenson,  seaman,  formerly  at  the  Poli, 
Springfield,  is  at  the  Sampson,  N.Y.,  radio 
school  . . . Fred  P.  Radell,  ex-Globe,  Bridge- 
port, is  now  aboard  the  USS  John  Rodgers 
to  open  and  operate  a regular  naval  post  of- 
fice . . . Lieut.  Joseph  Podoloff,  former  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox  at  Minneapolis,  spent  the 
New  Year’s  holiday  with  friends  here. 


Thumpers  Initiation 
At  Boston  Jan.  16 

BOSTON  — The  newly  organized  Tub 
Thumpers  of  America,  of  which  Harry 
Browning  of  M&P  Theatres  is  chief  tub 
thumper,  will  hold  its  first  initiation  cere- 
monies at  a charter  closing  dinner  at  the 
Parker  House  January  16.  Bill  Cunningham, 
columnist,  will  be  the  principal  speaker  and 
one  of  the  initiates. 

Chief  Browning  has  offered  the  services 
of  all  club  members  to  aid  in  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign.  New  members  include  Ru- 
dolph Elie  of  the  Boston  Herald,  Gene  Staf- 
ford of  WBZ,  and  Arthur  Sampson,  pub- 
licist for  the  Yanks,  professional  football 
team  here. 

It  was  voted  that  service  men  who  are  tub 
thumpers  need  pay  no  dues  while  in  the 
armed  forces.  A letter  from  Murphy  Mc- 
Henry of  RKO  at  Hollywood  promised  to 
organize  a tub  in  Los  Angeles  and  one  in 
Hollywood.  Dorothy  Lamour  is  to  be  one  of 
the  members  of  the  coast  organization.  From 
Lee  Septembre,  mideastern  exploitation 
manager  for  Columbia,  came  word  that  a 
new  tub  is  to  be  organized  in  Washington. 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 


flnsel  N.  Sanborn,  Carroll  County  film  cir- 
cuit owner  and  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican state  committee,  was  an  honorary  pall- 
bearer at  the  funeral  of  George  H.  Moses  in 
Concord. 

Peter  D.  Latchis,  prominent  Keene  exhibi- 
tor and  owner  of  the  Newport  House  in 
Newport,  has  paid  voluntary  contributions  of 
$92.10  and  $57  to  the  OPA  office  in  Concord 
for  two  periods  of  overcharges  to  tenants. 
OPA  officials  said  the  case  resulted  from 
a misunderstanding  of  rent  control  regula- 
tions. 


Matt  Saunders  negotiated  a full  page  co- 
op ad  of  Borck  & Stevens  with  extra  pub- 
licity for  a USO  lounge  giveaway  of  Vivian 
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Homeier  and  His  Mother 
Attend  a Boston  Party 

BOSTON — Skippy  Homeier  and  his  mother 
were  guests  at  a press  party  and  luncheon 
given  by  United  Artists  here  December  29 
at  the  Copley  Plaza.  More  than  60  film 
critics,  exhibitors  and  other  guests  attended. 
Skippy,  who  was  here  to  inaugurate  “Tomor- 
row the  World”  at  Loew’s  State  and  Or- 
pheum  theatres,  made  a brief  and  entertain- 
ing speech.  Phil  Engel,  publicist  for  UA,  pre- 
sided. Present  among  others  were  James 
Winn,  John  Dervin,  Nathan  Ross,  Tom  Don- 
aldson, Max  Levenson,  Ben  Bartzoff,  Harry 
Browning,  Paul  Levi,  Jack  Saef,  Joe  Longo, 
Joe  Di  Pesa,  George  Kraska,  Helen  Eager, 
Marjory  Adams,  Rudolph  Elie,  Cyrus  Durgin, 
Peggy  Doyle  and  Eddie  Melvin. 


Free  Latin- America  Films 

HARTFORD — According  to  an  announce- 
ment from  the  state  development  commis- 
sion, the  state  library  now  has  more  than 
50  sound  films  available  on  Latin-America. 
The  films  were  supplied  by  the  office  of 
inter-American  affairs. 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

Q 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 


Afternoon  shows  on  Christmas  Day  at  the 
Rex  and  Empire  in  Manchester  were  started 
early  so  that  employes  could  enjoy  their 
holiday  dinners  at  home. 

Melvin  Morrison,  manager  of  the  Strand, 
Dover,  has  been  renamed  chairman  of  the 
New  Hampshire  March  of  Dimes.  During 
the  1944  drive,  $12,524.33  was  raised  in  the 
state,  where  theatre  seats  total  49,863. 

All  phases  of  commercial  and  public  rec- 
reation in  relation  to  the  state  government 
were  discussed  at  a recent  seminar  held  at 
St.  Anselm’s  college,  Manchester. 

Miss  Eileen  M.  Mullins,  assistant  manager 
of  the  Strand,  Dover,  and  Cpl.  Laurence  J. 
Leavitt  of  the  army  were  married  at  St. 
Mary’s  Church,  Dover,  two  days  before 
Christmas.  The  bride  was  attended  by  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Melvin  Morrison,  wife  of  the 
Strand  manager,  and  a reception  was  held 
at  the  Morrison  home.  Before  entering  the 
service  the  bridegroom  attended  Tufts  Den- 
tal School. 

The  Brown  Book,  “social  register”  of  the 
legislature,  says  that  Ansel  N.  Sanborn  of 
Wakefield  is  the  first  solon  in  the  state’s 
history  to  be  elected  while  serving  as  Re- 
publican state  committee  chairman. 

A New  Year’s  midnight  show  was  held  at 
the  Strand  in  Manchester.  The  State  held 
a similar  program,  with  vaudeville  as  an 
added  attraction.  A picture  show  was  held 
for  210  inmates  of  the  state  prison  in  Con- 
cord from  9 to  11:30  o’clock  Christmas 
morning. 


80 


BOXOFFICE 


January  6,  1945 


BOSTON 


tJarry  Smith,  booker  at  RKO,  received  word 
that  his  son  has  been  killed  in  the  global 
war  . . . Ken  Forkey  of  the  Park  and  Green- 
dale  theatres  in  Worcester  was  a visitor  . . . 
Ruth  Cummings  of  M-G-M  is  back  at  the 
office  after  a brief  illness. 

The  Metro  Christmas  party  was  attended 
toy  over  100  persons.  Among  those  present 
were  Charles  Kurtzman,  district  manager  of 
the  Loew’s  Theatres;  Bob  Long,  Mr.  Gilmore, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deutz  from  the  New  York 
Metro  office,  and  Seth  Field,  Virginia  Burke, 
Eleanor  Harrington,  Edna  Burke,  Tom 
Fermagle,  Jerry  Govan  and  Don  Seletsky  of 
M&F. 

“Can’t  Help  Singing”  was  screened  at  the 
RKO  screening  room  for  the  Universal  ex- 
change party  . . . Universal  has  started  mod- 
ernizing its  front.  New  windows  are  being 
installed  and  the  wall  will  be  made  of  glass 
brick. 

A reception  for  Governor  Tobin  will  be 
given  toy  the  first  corps  cadets  and  Walter 
Dyer  of  Universal  and  Harry  Smith  of  RKO 
will  be  on  hand  to  help.  Walter  is  a private 
in  the  corps. 

Employes  at  Universal  gave  three  hand 
painted  ties  to  District  Manager  Scully  and 
Branch  Manager  Feltman  for  Christmas 
. . . Bob  Considine,  author  of  “Thirty  Sec- 
onds Over  Tokyo,”  visited  the  Metro  ex- 
change in  connection  with  the  Boston  pre- 
view of  the  motion  picture  version  of  his 
book.  A screening  was  shown  in  his  honor 
and  a luncheon  was  given  at  the  Hotel 
Statler  . . ..  “Tomorrow  the  World”  was 
screened  at  RKO  in  connection  with  a 
luncheon  and  party  attended  by  Skippy 
Homeier,  star  of  the  film. 

Warners  provided  some  good  cartoons  and 
shorts  for  the  children’s  Christmas  party  at 
the'  Statler  ...  Jim  Marshall  of  Deckers 
Film  Transportation  visited  his  son,  Lieut. 
David  L.  Marshall,  at  Ft.  Meade  . . . Capt. 
Thomas  F.  Duane,  former  Paramount  sales- 
man, is  stationed  at  the  convalescent  hos- 
.pital  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  as  a special 
service  officer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Franklin  have  become 
the  parents  of  a baby  daughter.  He  is  man- 
ager of  the  Paramount  Theatre  ...  A daugh- 
ter was  born  also  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey 
Eisentoert  of  the  Lieberman  circuit  . . . A1 
Desautels,  manager  of  the  Majestic  at  Hol- 
yoke, and  C.  M.  Hurley,  manager  of  the 
Phillips  at  Springfield,  were  visitors  . . . 
Renovations  are  still  in  progress  at  the  new 
Laffmovie  Theatre,  managed  by  Don  Martin 
and  owned  toy  James  Mage  of  New  York. 

Ruth  Magovsky,  booker  at  National  Screen 
Sendee,  will  be  married  to  Herbert  Rosen- 
field  January  21  . . . Eddie  Dobkin  of  M-G-M, 
commander  of  the  theatrical  post  of  the 
American  Legion,  reports  that  the  new  can- 
teen soon  to  be  finished  will  be  known  as 
the  Maurice  Tobin  Canteen  and  will  have 
a bar  and  cafeteria  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate many  service  men. 

A Hollywood  preview  of  “Tomorrow  the 
World”  was  held  December  19  at  the  Uni- 
versity Theatre  in  Cambridge  . . . Anne 
Duggan,  formerly  with  Columbia,  is  now  a 
receptionist  at  UA  . . . Mike  Bruno  of  the 
Tilton  Theatre  in  New  Hampshire  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor  . . . Pvt.  William  Puchalski, 
one  of  the  first  theatre  men  in  Massachu- 
setts to  be  killed  in  action,  has  been  awarded 
two  citations.  He  was  assistant  manager  of 
the  Calvin  Theatre.  He  was  killed  in  jungle 
fighting  on  Guadalcanal  in  August  1942. 

Alex  W.  Hurwitz,  manager  of  the  Strand 
in  Taunton,  was  pinch-hitting  for  Horace 


W.  Beals,  manager  of  the  Brockton,  while 
the  latter  was  ill  . . . The  Strand  in  West- 
boro  has  been  sold  to  Joe  Mathlieu  of 
Winchendon,  Mass.,  by  George  Bede  . . . 
George  Greenfield  is  a new  member  of  the 
Capitol  staff  at  Worcester. 

Leo  Lajoie,  acting  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
has  been  getting  some  good  publicity  on  “The 
Great  Moment”  as  the  central  figure  of  the 
move,  Dr.  William  Morton,  was  a native  of 
the  Worcester  section  of  Massachusetts. 


Hub  Nobbing  in 
Manhattan 

By  FLOYD  L.  BELL 

BOSTON — While  on  a holiday  trip  to  New 
York  we  learned  that  Sgt.  Frank  Cronin, 
former  theatre  publicist  here,  now  stationed 
at  a military  camp  near  Louisville,  is  Red 
Skelton’s  present  “boss”  for  Private  Skelton 
is  in  one  of  the  squads  directed  by  Cronin, 
who  three  years  ago  took  orders  from  the 
same  comedian  as  one  of  his  publicity  clients. 

Other  gleanings  of  interest  to  the  local 
filmdom:  Marobel  Vinson  and  Guy  Owen, 
former  international  skating  champions  and 
now  long  of  Berkeley,  Calif.,  and  Hollywood, 
are  due  soon  to  open  in  an  ice  show  in  their 
old  home  town  of  Boston. 

Walter  O’Keefe  seized  us  at  a windy  cor- 
ner on  Madison  Ave.,  dragged  us  to  a nearby 
shelter  where  he  related  his  new  play  is  to 
open  soon  on  Broadway. 

Saw  Elizabeth  Bergner  in  Shubert  Alley 
just  about  to  enter  the  Booth  Theatre,  where 
she  has  starred  for  so  many  months  one 
loses  count. 

In  Cafe  Louise  XIV  Michael  Fitzmaurice, 
who  has  left  the  cast  of  “Sing  Out  Sweet 
Land,”  to  return  to  his  radio  contracts,  re- 
lated he  liked  the  “feel”  of  the  stage  but 
sees  more  rapid  returns  from  incoming  tele- 
vision. 

The  Republican  national  committee  still 
is  in  the  Hotel  Roosevelt  with  Herbert 
Brownell,  national  chairman  and  his  able 
aide,  Bill  Tyler,  former  Associated  Press 
man  in  these  parts,  in  charge. 

At  Sardi’s  saw  June  Havoc  lunching  with 
Celeste  Holm  and  the  two  receiving  visitors 
at  their  table  much  as  would  they  if  holding 
court.  Both  are  again  in  hit  shows  on 
Broadway  and  off. 

Lou  Walters  phlegmatically  commented 
that  although  the  ban  on  racing  will  hit 
him  hard  and  somewhat  below  the  belt  in 
closing  his  new  Colonial  inn  at  Gulfstream 
Park  he  has  no  though  except  “to  serve  the 
government.”  With  him  was  E.  M.  Loew,  his 
partner,  the  two  greeting  several  ex-Boston 
friends  who  passed  their  table. 

Cecil  Goldbeck,  now  of  Coward -McC'ann 
Publishing  Co.,  was  up  to  his  ears  in  new 
books  to  be  published.  He  said  his  firm  will 
stick  to  the  normal  format  and  not  go  in 
for  the  pocket  size  books. 

At  the  Astor  James  J.  Mage  and  Harold 
Weisenthal  disclosed  they  are  soon  to  open 
a new  Laffmovie  Theatre  in  Chicago  to  add 
to  the  two  already  in  action  in  New  York 
and  Boston. 

At  breakfast  in  the  Waldorf-Astoria  we 
chatted  with  Pierre  Belasco,  former  Bos- 
tonian who  at  last  is  realizing  a dream  to 
become  a great  concert  singer. 

Saw  Talia  Wermuth,  sister  of  the  war 
hero  credited  with  disposing  of  85  Japs.  She 
has  had  a great  season  at  the  St.  Regis. 

Saw  Skippy  Homeier  and  learned  that  he 
was  to  be  guest  of  honor  at  a cocktail  party 
in  Boston  within  the  next  several  days. 

Russell  Swann,  “the  man  who  calls  himself 
a magician,”  who  was  just  in  from  an  en- 
gagement at  the  Hotel  Statler  in  Boston,  is 


Holiday  Week  Drops 
Below  '44  Average 

NEW  HAVEN — Christmas  Day  was  disap- 
pointing everywhere  and  below  last  year; 
in  fact  the  whole  week  was  under  par  for 
the  season,  both  at  downtowns  and  neigh- 
borhoods. Exhibitors  blamed  the  weather 
and  the  bad  war  news. 

(Average  is  100) 


Bijou — Sergeant  Mike  (Col);  The  Missing 

Juror  (Col)  80 

College — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M);  Shadows 

in  the  Night  (Col),  2nd  wk 88 

Loew's  Poli — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox); 

The  Unwritten  Code  (Col)  90 

Paramount — Brazil  (Rep),  Murder  in  the  Blue 

Room  (Univ)  80 

Roger  Sherman — Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA); 
Nevada  (RKO)  83 


Boston  Business  Excellent  With 
"The  WAVES"  Hitting  Top  Rung 

BOSTON — All  downtown  theatres  gave  New 
Year’s  Eve  midnight  shows.  Loew’s  State  and 
Orpheum  theatres  ran  continuously  from  10 
until  3 New  Year’s  morning  at  the  usual 
prices.  Other  houses  upped  prices  for  the 
special  show.  The  much  publicized  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  opened  at  the  State 
and  Orpheum  and  did  a hangup  business. 
The  Metropolitan  and  Paramount  offered 
“Here  Come  the  WAVES”  with  excellent 
results.  Added  for  the  special  New  Year’s 
Eve  show  was  Charlie  Spivak  on  the  stage. 
The  Laffmovie  Theatre  which  opened  re- 
cently had  its  outer  lobby  renovations  com- 
pleted in  time  for  the  weekend  celebration. 

Business  is  surpassing  all  expectations  and 
making  up  for  the  preholiday  slump.  The 
weather  continued  bitterly  cold,  streets  were 
covered  with  snow  and  ice  but  the  theatres 
have  been  playing  to  packed  houses. 


Boston — Carolina  Blues  (Col),  plus  Charles 

Spivak  on  stage  130 

Fenway — Doughgirls  (WB),  2nd  d.  t.  wk.;  She's 

a Sweetheart  (Col)  125 

Majestic — Wilson  (20th-Fox),  9th  wk 130 

Memorial — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO);  My 

Pal  Wolf  (RKO),  2nd  wk 125 

Metropolitan  and  Paramount — Here  Come  the 

WAVES  (Para)  145 

Orpheum  and  State — Thirty  Seconds  Over 

Tokyo  (M-G-M)  150 

Translux — Crazy  Knights  (Mono);  Bowery 
Champs  (Mono)  125 


Hartford  Business  Warms  Up 
Despite  the  Cold  Weather 

HARTFORD — Cold  weather  remained  but 
local  film  grosses  warmed  up  considerably. 
Second-week  holdovers  did  good  business  at 
the  Strand,  Loew’s  Palace  and  Regal.  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  at  the  Poli  soared  to 
top  business  and  “Together  Again”  packed 
’em  in  at  E.  M.  Loew’s. 


Allyn — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para) 180 

E.  M.  Loew's — Together  Again  (Col);  The  Mark 

of  the  Whistler  (Col)  185 

Palace — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox); 

Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep),  2nd  wk 130 

Poli — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 200 

Regal — Three's  a Family  (UA);  The  Girl  Rush 

(RKO),  2nd  wk 120 

State — Army  Wives  (Mono),  plus  Hawaiian 

Paradise  on  stage 100 

Stand — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO);  Night 
Club  Girl  (Univ),  2nd  wk 170 


filling  another  one  in  New  York  and  may 
go  to  Hollywood  soon.  Also  returning  from 
a Boston  theatre  engagement  was  pretty 
Marthe  Errolle. 

Hal  LeRoy,  reported  he  has  been  having  a 
great  time  in  Boston  and  says  people  in  the 
Hub  are  more  friendly  than  those  in  places 
more  celebrated  for  their  heartiness  of  wel- 
come. 

At  the  premiere  of  Deanna  Durbin’s  new- 
est picture  at  Loew’s  Criterion  we  saw  most 
of  the  motion  picture  critics,  many  of  the 
tradepaper  folks  and  all  the  stage  celeb- 
rities who  could  get  away  from  rehearsal. 

In  George  Hamid’s  beautiful  offices  in 
Radio  City  we  learned  of  the  death  of  Paul 
Denish,  veteran  amusement  man  of  Boston. 
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l^rs.  Mabel  Robison  has  recovered  from  her 

^ recent  surgery  and  has  assumed  the 
management  of  the  Regent,  which  has  been 
reopened  with  arty  films  . . . About  3,200 
children  attended  the  C.  T.  Sherer  party 
at  the  Poli,  directed  by  Manager  Harold  H. 
Maloney  . . . Ross  Frisco  attended  the  fu- 
neral in  Holyoke  of  Homer  Rainault,  opera- 
tor of  the  Valley  Arena. 

Six  new  display  frames  have  been  installed 
at  the  Plymouth,  the  handiwork  of  Manager 
Ralph  Eaton,  Wellington  Cody  and  Frank 
Ward  . . . Manager  Bob  Portle  reports  a 
second  week  for  “Lost  in  a Harem”  at  the 
Elm  Street  . . . The  days  when  the  old 
Park  on  Front  St.  was  called  the  Worcester 
were  the  subject  of  an  article  in  the  Sunday 
Telegram. 

War  bonds  worth  $12,500  were  auctioned 
at  the  Bradley  in  Putnam,  with  the  high 
price  being  obtained  for  five  packages  of 
cigarets.  An  Honor  Your  Heroes  contest  is 
being  conducted  at  the  house  . . . “Crunchers 
in  the  cinema”  were  roundly  scolded  in  the 
Evening  Gazette’s  Forum. 

Phyllis  Meserve  of  the  Capitol  hung  some 
mistletoe  near  the  candy  concession,  and 
many  couples  took  advantage  of  it  . . . The 
war  bond  show  at  the  Elms  in  Millbury  was 
such  a success,  with  many  unable  to  obtain 
admittance,  that  Manager  Dominic  Turturro 
arranged  a second  show  a week  later  . . . 
Charles  Collins  has  joined  the  Plymouth’s 
staff. 

Joseph  Asselin  has  rejoined  the  Capitol  as 
doorman  after  several  weeks’  illness  . . . The 
Better  Films  Council  announced  approval  of 
“The  Great  Mr.  Handel,”  “My  Pal  Wolf” 
and  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  for  the 
family;  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  and  “Some- 
thing for  the  Boys”  for  mature-family  audi- 
ences, and  none  restricted  to  adults  only. 

Guy  Standing  jr.,  formerly  of  Westboro 
stock  companies,  has  entered  the  cast  of 
Mike  Todd’s  new  musical,  “Central  Park” 
. . . Whalen’s  sixth  annual  party  for  young- 
sters was  held  at  the  Elm  Street,  with  Man- 
ager Bob  Portle  putting  on  a stage  and  film 
show  for  1,700  . . . Bob  Robison,  former 
Plymouth  manager,  is  emerging  as  a radio 
personality  at  WAAB. 

• The  Plymouth  was  the  scene  of  a personal 
appearance  by  Dickie  Jones,  the  Henry  Al- 
drich of  radio  . . . Christmas  business  was  off 
in  the  theatres,  managers  blaming  the  bad 
weather  and  the  fact  that  service  men  home 
on  furloughs  were  the  cause  of  numerous 
family  reunions  . . . Manager  Alec  Davis 
of  the  Warner  attended  a district  meeting 
in  New  Haven. 

Harold  Maloney,  manager  of  Poli’s,  at- 
tended a preview  and  pep  session  in  New 
Haven  . . . Bob  Rissling  is  off  the  emcee 
duties  for  the  amateur  nights  at  the 
Plymouth  . . . The  Capitol  did  some  late 
juggling  on  its  New  Year’s  midnight  attrac- 
tion. All  of  the  first  runs  wound  up  with 
musicals,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
time  . . . Wellington  Cody  of  the  Plymouth 
is  a one-man  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the 
state  of  Maine. 

Manager  George  Beede  of  the  Strand  in 
Westboro  conducted  the  annual  free  Christ- 
mas matinee  for  children  of  the  community 
under  14  . . . Mrs.  “Babe”  Coppage,  formerly 
of  the  Warner,  is  in  charge  of  the  cosmetics 
department  in  one  of  the  department  stores 
. . . Nate  Goldberg  of  the  Olympia  is  feeling 
the  cigar  shortage  acutely. 


Bill  Shariin  Goes 
To  Pittsburgh  UA 

NEW  HAVEN  — William  Shartin,  trans- 
ferred from  Chicago  to  New  Haven  as  United 
Artists  exchange  manager  last  year,  has 
been  promoted  to  the  helm  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh UA  exchange.  He  left  here  last  week. 
The  new  appointee  in  New  Haven  was  not 
announced  at  this  writing.  Shartin  has  been 
with  UA  five  years,  before  which  he  was 
with  Warner  Bros.  18  years. 


NEW  BRITAIN 

■progress  is  continuing  at  Norwich  on  clear- 
ance of  a site  for  erection  of  a new  thea- 
tre ..  . Opl.  Joe  Horanzy,  former  assistant 
manager  to  Joe  Borenstien,  Embassy,  will 
have  quite  a story  to  tell  when  he  gets  home. 
While  serving  as  a ball  turret  gunner  in 
the  air  force  in  Italy,  he  was  reported  “miss- 
ing in  action.”  Later  his  parents  received  a 
letter  from  Joe,  himself,  dated  after  the 
war  department  notice,  informing  them  that 
he  had  been  picked  up  by  an  Allied  cruiser 
and  is  now  convalescing. 

Gene  DuBarry,  formerly  with  the  Capitol, 
Milford,  is  new  at  the  helm  of  the  Victory, 
New  London  . . . William  Sicaras,  former 
operator,  Circle,  Manchester,  is  now  in  the 
soda  shop-luncheonette  business  here  . . . 
Torrents  of  freezing  rain  kept  film  grosses 
in  this  area  below  expectations  over  the 
holiday  weekend  . . . Flight  Officer  Henry 
Monica,  former  chief  of  service,  Circle,  Man- 
chester, made  theatre  rounds  here  during  a 
Christmas  furlough  from  Colorado. 

Sgt.  Stephen  Wallack,  former  assistant 
manager  at  Randy  Mailer’s  Strand  here, 
spent  his  first  Christmas  overseas  . . . Agnes 
LeBreque  has  been  discharged  from  the  hos- 
pital and  has  returned  to  the  helm  of  the 
Cameo,  South  Weymouth.  Norman  Rowe, 
Plaza,  South  Windsor,  handled  the  relief  stint 
. . . Pvt.  Ed  J.  Tuniga,  active  in  Little  Thea- 
tre projects  in  this  area,  is  now  with  a hos- 
pital unit  in  France. 

Theatre  men  did  not  encourage  New  Year’s 
Eve  midnight  shows  in  this  area  . . . Pvt. 
Video  Schavela,  chief  of  service  for  Mike 
Abdulla  at  the  Palace  for  12  years,  is  now 
in  Italy  with  the  army. 


SPRINGFIELD 

'T’he  following  films  were  listed  as  approved 
for  Sunday  exhibition:  “Belle  of  the 
Yukon,”  “Between  Two  Women,”  “Can’t  Help 
Singing,”  “Dark  Shadows,”  “The  Fighting 
Lady,”  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom,”  “Rogue’s 
Gallery,”  “Saddle  Leather  Law,”  “Three 
Caballeros”  and  “Winged  Victory.”  “Vanish- 
ing Gangsters,”  a reissue,  was  approved  with 
new  title,  “American  Gang  Busters.” 

Midnight  shows  for  New  Year’s  Eve  were 
held  at  the  Poli,  Paramount,  Garden,  Court 
Square  and  the  Capitol  . . . The  Garden 
gave  a Laff  Show,  featuring  a series  of  shorts 
including  the  Charlie  Chaplin  festival,  Bob 
Hope  in  “Going  Spanish,”  Bing  Crosby  in 
“Blues  in  the  Night,”  Danny  Kaye  in  “Money 
on  Your  Life”  and  Willie  Howard  in  “Par- 
don My  Accent.” 

Cpl.  Fred  Cabanana,  ex-Loew’s  Poli,  is 
now  stationed  in  India  . . . John  Pische,  for- 
mer chief  of  service  at  the  Art,  has  been 
upped  to  seaman  third  class  with  the  navy 
on  overseas  duty. 


HARTFORD 


TUTarietta  Canty,  who  recently  was  seen  on 
local  theatre  screens  in  “When  Irish 
Eyes  Are  Smiling”  and  “Lake  Placid  Sere- 
nade” and  has  a role  in  “Sunday  Dinner  for 
a Soldier,”  spent  the  holidays  with  her  fam- 
ily here.  She  got  her  start  with  the  Charles 
Gilpin  Players.  New  Year’s  Eve  shows  were 
canceled  at  the  Astor,  Crown,  Eastwood, 
Princess  and  Warner  neighborhood  houses. 


The  Webster  and  Rivoli  offered  “Janie” 
Friday  and  Saturday  in  a change  of  policy. 
Both  had  New  Year’s  Eve  midnight  as  did 
the  Daly  . . . Pharmacist’s  Mate  John  Scott 
Repass,  son  of  the  Crown  manager,  arrived 
home  on  his  first  furlough  in  ten  months 
from  Peru,  Ind.  . . . Mrs.  Norman  Rolfe, 
Webb  Playhouse  manager,  had  sold  948  war 
bonds  totaling  $63,700  up  till  December  27. 


Seaman  Marshal  Adams,  ex- Strand  chief 
of  service,  was  in  on  leave  from  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yards  . . . Mrs.  Lloyd,  Allyn 
cashier,  received  a Christmas  phone  call 
from  her  hubby,  Capt.  Walter  Lloyd,  Camp 
Bliss,  Tex.  . . . Pvt.  Art  Bergeron,  ex-Palace, 
arrived  for  15  days  from  Florida  . . . Lou 
Cohen,  Loew’s  Poli,  received  enough  cigars 
for  Christmas  to  last  a year  . . . Stan  Red- 
mond, Allyn,  planted  some  color  stills  on  his 
lobby  mirrors  for  preselling  of  “Frenchman’s 
Creek.” 


Local  friends  of  Elyse  Knox  have  been  in- 
formed she  and  hubby,  Lieut.  Tom  Harmon, 
are  expecting  their  first  visit  from  the  stork 
in  July  . . . Celeste  Holm,  who  got  her  start 
at  the  Ivoryton  Playhouse  before  her  big 
break  in  “Oklahoma,”  is  due  to  open  in  the 
Persion  room  of  the  Plaza,  New  York,  after 
the  New  Year  and  several  local  industryites 
are  planning  to  take  in  the  show. 

Grace  Hardy,  Loew’s  Palace  student  as- 
sistant, was  a pretty  Christmas  package  in 
her  new  brown  suit  with  gold  accessories  . . . 
The  Red  Cross  drive  in  the  greater  Hart- 
ford area  is  scheduled  to  open  March  1 with 
a quota  of  $837,000.  It  is  rumored  that  Henry 
Needles,  Warner  district  manager,  will  be 
appointed  theatre  chairman  of  the  drive  . . . 
Among  Manager  Ted  Tuttle’s  Christmas  gifts 
were  three  cartons  of  cigarets. 

Louis  Ginsburg,  Amalgamated  Theatres, 
stopped  in  last  week  . . . Mrs.  Estelle  O’Toole, 
executive  secretary  to  Warner  District  Man- 
ager Needles,  went  to  New  York  for  a brief 
vacation  . . . That  slick  jacket  that  Assistant 
Manager  Bernard  Stevens,  Astor,  is  sporting 
was  a Christmas  gift  from  the  girl  friend 
. . . Due  to  production  holdups  on  “Without 
Love,”  Katie  Hepburn  was  unable  to  make 
Hartford  for  the  holiday  season  with  her 
folks  here. 

Ann  Corio,  whose  new  musical  comedy, 
“Swing  Shift,”  is  due  for  a January  blossom- 
ing on  Broadway,  tripped  in  from  New  York 
rehearsals  on  a recent  weekend  and  to  visit 
the  family. 


Mathieu  Associates 
Buy  at  Westboro 

WORCESTER — George  M.  Beede,  owner 
and  manager  of  the  Strand  in  Westboro,  an- 
nounced he  has  sold  the  house  to  Joseph 
Mathieu  and  others  of  Winchendon,  who  al- 
ready have  taken  possession.  Beede  will  re- 
main as  directing  manager.  Mathieu  has 
built  up  a chain  of  nine  theatres,  including 
the  Strand  here  and  the  Capitol  in  Winch- 
endon. Others  are  in  Springfield,  Vt.;  Derry, 
N.  H. ; St.  Albans,  Vt.;  Burlington,  Vt.;  Keene, 
N.  H.;  Claremont,  N.  H.,  and  Groveton, 
N.  H. 
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Texas  Variety  on  Air 
In  New  Year's  Fete 

DALLAS  — Four  hundred  southwestern 
showmen  and  their  guests,  including  Cotton 
Bowl  visitors  and  celebrities,  attended  the 
ninth  annual  New  Year’s  Eve  party  of  the 
Variety  Club  of  Texas  in  the  Hotel  Adolphus 
here. 

Highlight  was  the  30-minute  coast-to-coast 
broadcast  over  the  Mutual  network,  from  10 
to  10:30  p.  m.  Officials  of  the  club  and  visit- 
ing celebrities  were  interviewed  by  Bill  Sla- 
ter, sports  broadcaster  for  Mutual,  and  Char- 
ley Jordan,  director  of  radio  station  WRR. 

Appearing  before  the  mike  were  James  O. 
Cherry,  chief  barker;  William  O'Donnell, 
first  assistant  chief  barker;  Lieut. -Gov. 
James  E.  Berry  of  Oklahoma;  Coach  Jim 
Lookabaugh  of  Oklahoma  A&M;  Bob  Feni- 
more,  all-American  halfback  from  Oklahoma 
A&M,  winner  of  the  Cotton  Bowl  game  with 
TCU  by  a score  of  30  to  0;  Dan  Rogers, 
chairman  of  the  Cotton  Bowl  Ass’n  and 
Jimmy  Stewart,  director  general  of  the  Cot- 
ton Bowl  Ass’n.  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  national 
chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America, 
was  unable  to  be  present  for  the  occasion 
due  to  transportation  difficulties. 

The  broadcast,  which  was  directed  by 
Paul  Jonas  of  Mutual,  included  Hyman 
Charninsky  and  his  dance  orchestra  and 
the  Cass  County  Kids,  southwest  network 
favorites.  A dramatic  tableau,  dedicated  to 
members  of  Variety  now  serving  in  the  armed 
forces,  was  presented  just  before  the  stroke 
of  midnight  and  was  participated  in  by  repre- 
sentatives of  every  branch  of  the  service. 
Royce  Colon  of  radio  station  KRLD,  gave 
the  commentary,  the  script  of  which  was  au- 
thored by  Charley  Meeker  of  the  State  Fair 
Ass’n. 

Barkers  from  the  Oklahoma  City  tent  and 
high  ranking  civic  and  military  officials  were 
present  at  the  gala  affair. 


Daylight  Bandits  Take 
$4,000  in  Mobile  Job 

MOBILE — Two  armed  bandits  who  bound 
four  employes  on  the  floor  escaped  with 
$4,000  in  holiday  receipts  of  the  Lyric  Thea- 
tre here  in  a bold  daylight  holdup  Decem- 
ber 25. 

Mrs.  Gracia  Adelman,  manager  of  the  thea- 
tre, said  one  of  the  bandits,  neither  of  whom 
was  masked,  threatened  her  as  they  walked 
into  the  office,  pushing  two  negro  porters 
in  front  of  them.  J.  LaRue  Early,  an  orch- 
estra leader  who  entered  the  theatre  as  the 
bandits  were  leaving,  was  bound  with  his 
own  belt  outside  the  office  door. 

Fate  of  Maple  Theatre 
To  Be  Settled  Soon 

DALLAS — Forrest  White,  operator  and  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  Maple  Theatre  here, 
has  been  in  conference  with  city  authorities 
over  fate  of  that  house.  The  fire  marshal 
was  about  to  declare  the  house  a fire  hazard 
and  had  recommended  certain  changes  be 
made  in  the  house,  such  as  putting  in  of 
fire  walls  and  other  measures.  The  marshal 
said  the  owners  were  more  than  willing  to 
cooperate  with  him.  The  matter  will  come 
to  a focus  in  the  next  few  days. 


Radio  Station  Sought 

ATLANTA  — Mike  Benton,  local  civic 
leader  and  president  of  the  Southeastern 
Fair  Ass’n,  has  filed  application  with  the 
FCC  for  a permit  for  a 1,000-watt  standard 
radio  station  to  be  located  here.  The  sta- 
tion will  operated  under  the  name  of  the 
General  Broadcasting  Co.  if  the  permit  is 
granted. 


Joseph  Marentette  Dies 
After  Long  Illness 

PALATKA,  FLA. — Joseph  Laurant  Maren- 
tette, for  the  past  six  years  manager  of  the 
Howell  Theatre  here,  died  recently  in 
a Jacksonville  hospital.  Marentette,  who  was 
64  years  old,  was  ill  for  several  weeks  before 
his  death. 

A native  of  Windsor,  Canada,  he  had  man- 
aged a theatre  in  Sanford,  Fla.,  for  13  years 
before  coming  to  Palatka. 

Fire  Destroys  Queen 
At  De  Queen,  Ark. 

DE  QUEEN,  ARK. — Fire  which  apparently 
originated  in  the  balcony  virtually  destroyed 
the  Queen  Theatre  here  and  caused  a loss 
of  at  least  $25,000  to  furnishings  and  equip- 
ment. The  loss  was  partly  covered  by  in- 
surance, Carrollton  Allman,  office  manager 
for  the  K.  Lee  Williams  circuit,  operators 
of  the  theatre,  said. 

The  building  was  owned  by  Abe  Collins, 
De  Queen  lawyer,  and  had  been  remodeled 
about  four  years  ago.  Collins  and  officials 
of  the  Williams  circuit  said  the  theatre 
would  be  rebuilt  as  quickly  as  possible. 

In  the  meantime,  they  planned  to  reopen 
the  Gem  Theatre  here  which  has  been  closed 
about  a year. 

In  the  fire  the  projection  machines  and 
new  sound  equipment  were  lost  and  several 
cans  of  film  burned.  A recreation  hall  and 
a drug  store  adjacent  to  the  ruined  theatre 
were  damaged  by  smoke  in  the  blaze  which 
required  an  hour  to  subdue. 

Assistant  Manager  Resigns 
To  Become  Projectionist 

MEDINA,  TENN.  — Murray  Knolton,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Medina  Theatre  here, 
has  resigned  to  become  projectionist.  He 
has  been  with  the  Medina  since  its  opening 
July  4,  1941. 


Montgomery's  New 

Theatre  Tax  Halved 

MONTGOMERY,  ALA. — The  new  license, 
representing  two  per  cent  of  gross  receipts, 
which  the  commission  imposed  on  motion 
picture  theatres  two  weeks  ago,  was  cut  in 
half  through  the  adoption  of  an  amended 
ordinance. 

The  latest  action  of  the  commission  was 
taken  after  Mayor  David  E.  Dunn  had  re- 
ceived written  agreements  from  all  exhibitors 
in  Montgomery  binding  them  to  absorb  the 
license  without  passing  it  on  to  theatregoers. 

Despite  the  reduction  in  the  license  sched- 
ule contemplated  in  the  original  ordinance, 
Mayor  Dunn  said  the  amount  the  city  will 
receive  from  motion  pictures  will  be  from 
500  to  700  per  cent  more  than  the  old  sched- 
ule provided. 

He  said  the  Paramount  Theatre  which 
paid  $500  for  1944  will  pay  approximately 
$3,500  for  1945,  and  increase  of  700  per  cent. 
Increase  for  the  other  theatres,  he  said, 
would  range  from  500  to  700  per  cent. 

Under  the  city’s  license  schedule  before  re- 
cent amendments  theatres  paid  flat  licenses 
ranging  from  $300  to  $500,  determined  by  ad- 
mission charges. 

Mothers  of  100  WAVES  Are 
Guests  at  Alabama 

BIRMINGHAM— More  than  100  Birming- 
ham women  who  have  daughters  in  the 
WAVES  attended  the  matinee  of  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES”  which  began  showing 
at  the  Alabama  Theatre  Thursday. 

In  response  to  a telegram  from  Bing 
Crosby  and  an  agreement  with  Francis 
Falkenburg,  the  theatre  manager,  Lieut. 
Comdr.  C.  S.  Carroll,  officer  in  charge  of 
naval  recruiting  here,  invited  the  women  to 
attend  the  show  as  guests  of  himself  and 
Falkenburg. 

The  picture  was  being  shown  in  Birming- 
ham before  showing  in  any  other  city  except 
Atlanta. 


Where  Are  the  Big  Crops? 
Corn  Dealers  Ask 

Dallas — The  U.S.  department  of  agri- 
culture has  issued  a report  showing  164 
million  pounds  of  popcorn  were  produced 
in  1942  and  that  a much  bigger  crop  of 
202  million  pounds  was  produced  in  1944, 
a record  crop  for  this  commodity. 

But  where  is  it,  ask  popcorn  distribu- 
tors and  theatre  owners?  In  1942  there 


was  plenty  to  go  around  at  regular  mar- 
ket prices  of  approximately  $6  a hun- 
dred weight.  Now  at  ceiling  prices  of 
around  $10.50  there  is  a great  shortage. 
Many  sales  have  been  made  by  truckers 
at  from  $15  to  $25  a bag. 

But  the  problem  looks  bigger  than  that. 
A Dallas  distributor  just  had  a 25  car 
order  turned  down  on  him.  He  is  short 
of  corn  for  his  customers  and  wants  to 
know  why. 

Who’s  got  all  the  corn?  And  all  the 
cigarets? 


THE  BARKERS  MADE  MERRY — James  O.  Cherry,  chief  barker  of  the 
Variety  Club  of  Texas,  left,  is  on  the  air  in  the  coast-to-coast  broadcast  over 
Mutual  from  the  club’s  headquarters  on  New  Year’s  Eve. 

In  the  right  photo,  at  extreme  left,  standing,  is  Ray  Beall,  director  of  the 
Dallas  tent;  seated  left,  Cherry;  extreme  right,  seated,  Dan  Rogers,  chairman 
of  the  Cotton  Bowl  Ass’n,  and,  on  his  right,  Mrs.  Ray  Beall.  Lieut.  Comdr. 
Paul  Short  of  the  U.S.  navy  is  third  from  left,  seated. 
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JE.  Mitchell,  United  Artists  office  mana- 
ger, has  gone  over  to  the  PRC  exchange 
in  the  same  capacity.  He  was  office  mana- 
ger for  Universal  before  going  with  UA  . . . 
Clyde  V.  Houston,  M-G-M’s  eastern  Texas 
representative  until  a few  weeks  ago,  has 
been  employed  by  Fred  M.  Jack,  UA  dis- 
trict manager,  as  salesman  out  of  the  At- 
lanta exchange.  Houston  started  his  new 
duties  January  2. 

H.  J.  Duvall,  who  opened  the  new  Roxy 
Theatre  at  Lakeview,  was  in  booking.  He 
opened  the  new  house  last  May  as  the  town’s 
first  theatre  since  sound.  The  Roxy  not  only 
has  a cry  room  but  a special  room  with  a 
speaker  for  his  father-in-law  who  is  hard 


of  hearing,  making  the  latter  a regular  at- 
tendant. Duvall  formerly  owned  the  Roxy  at 
Strafford  which  he  sold  on  being  called  by 
his  draft  board.  He  didn’t  pass  the  physical 
so  he  promptly  built  the  Lakeview  house. 

The  Herber  brothers,  E.  P.  and  B.  G., 
were  Yuletide  hosts  in  their  equipment  house 
on  the  Row  to  scores  of  trade  visitors  who 
dropped  in  for  good  cheer  and  an  exchange 
of  greetings.  Four  varieties  of  refreshments 
were  on  hand  in  plenty.  A brass  pipe  which 
happened  to  be  in  back  of  the  store  as  a 
leftover  from  cooling  equipment  days,  was 
installed  along  one  of  the  service  counters 
as  a foot  rail.  Everybody  used  it.  The  Her- 
bers  recently  lengthened  their  service  coun- 


Now in  Our 
New  Home! 

We  want  to  thank  our  many  friends 
who  made  our  opening  such  a big 
success , 

And  to  those  who  could  not  be  pres- 
ent, we  say — 

Come  in  when  you  are  in  Dallas.  We'll 
be  mighty  glad  to  see  you.  Thanks  again. 


HENRY  SORENSON 


MODERN 

Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

214  So.  St.  Paul  St.  Phone  R-5009 

Dallas,  Texas 


Motiograph  Projectors  and  Mirrophonic  Sound 
Ashcraft  Lamps — Cyclex  and  Suprex 
Da-Lite  Screens 
Wagner  Signs 
Irwin  Chairs 

U.S.  Air  Conditioning  equipment 


Voigt  Lighting  Fixtures 
National  Carbons 
Robin  Motor  Generators 
Mohawk  Carpet 
Neumade  products 
GoldE  products 


Complete/  Up-to-Date  Repair  Department. 
Every  part  for  every  projector  carried  in  stock. 


ter  by  many  feet  to  correspond  with  a long 
line  of  steel  fixtures  installed  to  handle  an 
increased  amount  of  equipment  parts  and 
other  theatre  accessories. 

Pvt.  Frank  Rule  has  received  a medical 
discharge  from  the  army  and  is  back  home 
in  Dallas  at  work  for  Paramount  in  his  old 
eastern  Texas  territory.  Now  that  Rule  is 
back,  Truman  Hendrix,  who  was  employed 
to  fill  Rule’s  place,  has  been  called  by  Uncle 
Sam. 

L.  L.  Dunbar’s  Cliff  Queen  Theatre  re- 
opened December  30  after  completion  of  a 
remodeling  program  demanded  by  the  au- 
thorities as  a public  safety  measure.  Dun- 
bar complied  willingly  with  the  order  as 
soon  as  he  could  get  materials  and  labor. 

During  the  recent  visit  here  of  Miss  Lu- 
cille Ryman,  representative  of  the  M-G-M 
studios  in  Hollywood,  applications  were  re- 
ceived from  700  boys  in  this  part  of  Texas 
for  screen  tests  for  the  role  of  Jodie  in  “The 
Yearling.”  E.  B.  Coleman,  M-G-M’s  south- 
ern publicity  representative,  said  the  search 
for  Jodie  was  not  a contest  but  a bona  fide 
search  for  juvenile  talent.  He  said  many 
boys  not  selected  for  the  role  stood  good 
chances  to  be  signed  up  for  parts  in  other 
pictures. 

Photographs  of  the  Frank  Wilkie-Lou 
Baxley  camp  and  its  party  on  Bastrop  Bayou 
near  Houston,  which  appeared  in  BOXOF- 
FICE  December  23,  were  among  the  best 
ever  to  have  been  published  in  any  trade- 
paper.  Jack  Groves,  owner  and  operator  of 
the  Queen  Theatre,  took  the  pictures.  Pho- 
tography is  his  hobby. 

Joe  Hackney,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Plaza  Theatre,  Canton,  complains  that  it  has 
rained  in  his  town  for  22  days,  and  to  make 
it  worse  it  was  still  raining  Christmas  week 
when  the  show  business  ordinarily  is  big 
there  . . . Phil  Isley  and  his  wife  are  back 
from  a month’s  visit  in  California  spent 
with  their  daughter,  Jennifer  Jones,  and 
two  young  grandsons,  Bobby  and  Mike  Wal- 
ker. Phil  put  the  eventful  GI  jamboree  war 
bond  tours  under  way  here  before  leaving 
for  the  coast. 

Guy  Cameron,  who  has  managed  the  Air- 
way Theatre  for  his  father,  the  well-known 
P.  G.  Cameron,  ever  since  the  house  opened 
over  three  years  ago,  is  moving  to  Santa 
Monica,  Calif.,  where  he  has  purchased  and 
will  operate  the  Aero  Theatre.  Albert  Cam- 
eron, nephew  of  “PG,”  will  manage  the  Air- 
way for  the  time  being  . . . Theo  Miller  of 
Quitman  and  operator  of  theatres  in  three 
other  nearby  small  towns  was  here  getting 
an  early  1945  start  as  far  as  his  Filmrow 
activities  are  concerned. 

The  huge  Christmas  card  from  the  home 
office  employes  of  the  Long  and  Long-Grif- 
fith  Theatres,  Bay  City,  stood  out  not  only 
for  its  size  but  for  its  novelty.  “Uncle  John- 
ny” Long,  head  of  the  circuit,  was  shown  on 
a stepladder  decorating  the  Christmas  tree. 
Photographs  of  the  36  home  office  employes 
were  shown  with  caricature  bodies  and  all 
said,  “Season’s  Greetings.” 


Victor  McLaglen  Inked  to  Pact 

Victor  McLaglen  has  been  inked  to  a pact 
at  Republic  calling  for  his  services  in  a 
minimum  of  two  pictures  a year  for  five  years. 


THE  QUEEN  FEATURE  SERVICE,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
19121/2  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM.  ALA 
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Variety  Club  Charity 
Blankets  Oklahoma 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Like  most  organiza- 
tions the  Variety  Club  of  Oklahoma  “took 
stock”  at  the  end  of  1944  and  not  only  re- 
viewed its  accomplishments  during  the  year 
just  closed  but  went  back  and  reported  on 
some  of  its  other  successful  activities  since 
1939,  when  the  club  joined  other  tents 
throughout  the  country  in  carrying  on 
charitable  work. 

The  charitable  activities  of  the  Oklahoma 
tent,  according  to  the  report,  have  been  nu- 
merous and  varied  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  club,  for  instance,  has  purchased  a 
mobile  film  unit  which  makes  regular 
pilgrimages  to  hospitals  and  orphanages  for 
presentation  of  sound  motion  pictures.  Film 
companies  contribute  the  film  and  the  local 
operators’  local  furnishes  all  projectionists 
for  this  work. 

War  Program  Established 

With  the  outbreak  of  war  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  military  camps  near  Oklahoma 
City,  entertainment  for  soldiers  became  an 
important  morale  activity.  A committee  of 
club  members  was  selected  to  arrange  for 
entertainment  at  the  nearby  camps;  this 
committee  since  has  arranged  weekly  shows 
at  the  various  fields  in  and  around  Okla- 
homa City. 

The  32-room  air  conditioned  Variety  Club 
health  center  here,  built  at  a cost  of  $60,000, 
was  formally  opened  June  26,  1941.  The 
health  center  provides  space  for  the  health 
program  of  the  Oklahoma  County  Health 
Ass’n,  Inc. 

The  club  furnishes  heat,  light,  water  and 
janitor  service  along  with  this  splendid 
health  center  building.  Services  at  the  cen- 
ter are  complete.  Its  newest  service  is  the 
mothers’  milk  bank. 

The  club’s  directors  early  this  year  ap- 
proved plans  for  a Tulsa  health  center  for 
negroes.  It  will  be  administered  by  the  Tulsa 
Public  Health  Ass’n  and  will  operate  on 
funds  received  from  the  community  fund. 
The  club  will  finance  the  building  at  a cost 
of  approximately  $40,000  and  will  pay  for 
maintenance. 

Ground  Is  Broken 

A ground-breaking  ceremony  for  the  new 
Tulsa  center  was  held  December  29.  It  was 
attended  by  officials  of  the  county  public 
health  association. 

Attending  from  Variety  were  Ralph  Talbot 
chief  barker,  and  H.  R.  Falls,  B.  J.  McKenna, 
C.  B.  Akers,  M.  W.  Osborne,  Ed  Kidwell, 
Frank  Fonville  and  F.  Kenyon  Brown. 

As  a result  of  the  charitable  accomplish- 
ments of  the  club  the  membership  has  grown 
steadily.  There  are  now  more  than  150 
members  exclusive  of  those  in  the  armed 
services.  The  original  nucleus  of  members  has 
never  made  a membership  drive. 

The  clubrooms  have  been  remodeled  four 
times  since  the  opening  and  visitors  fre- 
quently remark  about  the  appearance  and 
comfort  of  the  club.  House  rules  have  been 
adhered  to  to  the  letter,  thereby  maintaining 
the  criterion  of  dignity  and  prestige. 

Hal  Laurence,  Capitol 
Manager,  Is  Dead 

PARIS,  TENN. — Hal  Laurence,  manager  of 
the  Capitol  Theatre  here,  died  recently  after 
a long  illness. 

A native  of  Illinois,  Laurence  came  to 
Paris  more  than  30  years  ago  to  become 
manager  of  the  Princess  Theatre.  He  later 
became  manager  of  the  local  Dixie  which 
was  converted  to  the  present  Capitol  when 
it  was  purchased  by  the  Crescent  Amusement 
Co.  af  Nashville. 

Laurence  is  survived  by  his  wife. 


Darden  Induces  OPA 
To  Change  an  Order 

DALLAS — Theatre  owners  of  the  south- 
west were  saved  a bundle  of  bother  by 
Charles  E.  Darden  from  a recent  OPA  ruling 
requiring  that  weight  and  price  be  stamped 
or  printed  on  each  popcorn  sack. 

Darden  went  to  the  OPA,  explained  the 
impracticability  of  the  regulation  and  asked 
that  a similar  ruling  to  one  in  Chicago  be 
applied  here.  Under  that  ruling  the  weights 
and  prices  may  be  posted  by  sticker  on  the 
popcorn  machine  and  the  sacks  go  un- 
marked. 

The  BOXOFFICE  representative  here  had 
previously  expressed  the  opinion  that  Texas 
exhibitors  would  not  be  inclined  to  comply 
with  such  a ruling  as  stamping  each  sack 
and  that  it  could  not  be  enforced.  It  was 
explained  that  the  major  circuits  probably 
would  issue  orders  to  comply  but  it  would 
be  unlikely  that  hundreds  of  independents 
would. 

Darden  was  assured  by  the  OPA  that  the 
sticker  showing  weight  and  price  affixed  to 
the  machine  would  be  satisfactory  until 
further  notice.  The  Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 
had  already  bought  stamps  and  had  started 
using  them  on  each  bag  and  R.  E.  Griffith 
Theatres  were  ready  to  do  the  same.  Dar- 
den is  having  1,000  stickers  made  here  read- 
ing: “Three-fourths  ounce  five  cents  and 
two  ounces  ten  cents,”  which  will  be  ready 
in  a few  days  for  theatres  asking  for  them. 
This  sticker  on  a machine  is  all  that  is  re- 
quired by  OPA  now. 


To  Score  "The  Lost  Weekend" 

Miklos  Roscza  has  been  engaged  to  com- 
pose the  score  for  Paramount’s  “The  Lost 
Weekend.” 


David  Parks  Reported 
In  a Theatre  Deal 

DALLAS— It  was  learned  here  on  good  au- 
thority that  Hiram  David  Parks,  Warners 
western  Texas  salesman,  has  acquired  the 
Rialto,  Ritz  and  Rio  in  Brownfield  from  Mrs. 
Earl  Jones,  and  that  he  would  take  over 
operation  at  an  early  date. 

Doak  Roberts,  Warners  manager,  said  he 
had  heard  of  the  deal  but  not  through  Parks. 
Original  source  of  this  report  said  Parks 
was  on  his  way  to  Dallas. 


He's  an  Information  Man 
Because  of  BOXOFFICE 

BREMOND,  TEX. — William  Bielamowicz, 
who  has  Radio  & Sound  Service  here,  is  in 
receipt  of  a letter  from  his  brother,  Ferdi- 
nand J.  Bielamowicz,  who  is  somewhere  in 
the  Pacific  with  the  U.S.  signal  corps.  Ferdi- 
nand tells  in  the  letter  about  sending  in  a 
renewal  for  BOXOFFICE  from  his  outpost 
with  the  following  comment: 

“I  just  could  not  miss  this  year’s  issue  of 
the  Barometer  or  any  of  the  copies  of  BOX- 
OFFICE  as  our  outfit  depends  on  this  maga- 
zine for  opinions  about  all  pictures  shown 
here.  I have  to  furnish  information  about 
most  of  the  features  to  my  buddies  in  the 
barracks  and  the  most  frequent  question 
asked  is,  ‘Hey,  Tex,  give  us  the  lowdown  on 
tonight’s  pictures.’  ” 

Before  Ferdinand  entered  the  service  he 
was  in  charge  of  the  projection  booth  in  the 
school  auditorium  and  later  the  one  at  the 
local  theatre. 


"Frontier  Days"  for  Jan.  Filming 

Warners’  “Frontier  Days”  has  been  set  for 
January  filming. 
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Mississippi  Sales  Tax 
Ruling  for  Theatres 

NEW  ORLEANS — A.  L.  Royal,  owner  of 
several  theatres  in  Mississippi,  who  edits  a 
newspaper  in  behalf  of  Mississippi  show- 
men, was  successful  in  obtaining  a ruling 
from  the  Mississippi  state  tax  commis- 
sion to  the  effect  that  theatres  would  no 
longer  be  required  to  pay  a 2 per  cent  sales 
tax  on  items  purchased  from  out  of  their 
state. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Douglas 
Injured  in  Car  Crash 

DALLAS — In  a Christmas  night  automo- 
bile accident  Don  C.  Douglas,  Robb  & Row- 
ley  circuit  executive,  and  his  wife  were  in- 
jured when  their  automobile  was  struck  by 
a bus  as  they  were  returning  home  from  a 
visit  with  friends.  Mrs.  Douglas  remains  at 
St.  Paul’s  Hospital  where  plastic  surgery  has 
been  applied.  She  is  believed  out  of  danger. 

Douglas  was  in  his  office  last  Tuesday  evi- 
dencing signs  of  the  violent  shakeup.  His 
condition  is  said  to  be  satisfactory  but  it 
will  be  a few  days  longer  before  he  is  back 
full  force  on  his  job  of  editing  the  24  Sheeter 
and  performing  his  other  duties. 

lohn  Ed  Douglass  Will 
Open  New  Theatre 

BRECKENRIDGE,  TEX.— John  Ed  Doug- 
lass, farmer,  ranchman  and  a former  con- 
stable, will  open  his  Buckaroo  Theatre  here 
January  1.  He  made  a deal  for  the  old  Plaza 
Theatre  which  was  dropped  some  time  ago 
by  the  Texas  Consolidated  circuit.  Improve- 
ments in  the  old  building,  procurement  of 
new  and  used  equipment  plus  the  name 
change  were  highlights  of  the  new  venture. 


A.  T.  Hughes  Changes  lob 

ROCKINGHAM,  N.  C.— A.  T.  Hughes,  for- 
merly manager  of  the  Carolina  Theatre  in 
Lumberton,  recently  took  over  as  manager 
of  the  Marcilla  Theatre  here. 


Ill;  Checks  Out  of  "Guardsman" 

Due  to  illness,  Leslie  Brooks  has  checked 
out  of  Columbia’s  “The  Fighting  Guardsman” 
and  has  been  replaced  by  Janis  Carter. 


OKLA.  CITY 


Oerald  Stettmund,  54,  Griffith  partner  in 
theatres  at  Chandler,  died  December  27 
of  a heart  attack.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Stella  Lou  Stettmund.  He  had  been  a 
Griffith  partner  for  over  17  years  in  the 
H&S  and  Dixie  theatres  in  Chandler  and 
was  a director  in  the  Theatre  Owners  of 
Oklahoma,  Inc. 

R.  L.  Groves  of  Ringling  was  a Row  visi- 
tor . . . Elmo  Rankin  of  Custer  City  was  in 
shopping  for  seats  for  a theatre  there  which 
he  plans  to  erect  soon  . . . John  Gray  stopped 
by  to  tell  us  that  the  poor  business  before 
Christmas  was  offset  by  the  good  holiday 
business.  His  car  was  damaged  when  a bus 
skidded  into  the  rear  truck. 

Margaret  Snell,  Clara  Benjamin  and 
Catherine  Clark  are  tireless  hostesses  for 
the  Red  Cross  canteen  and  see  regular  week- 
ly duty  at  OCAD  station  for  transient  flyers, 
Will  Rogers  field  and  at  the  union  station 
canteen  for  service  men. 

Francis  Lederer,  H.  B.  Warner,  Jane  Dar- 
well  and  Lyle  Talbot  were  members  of  the 
cast  of  “A  Doll’s  House”  which  played  the 
Shrine  here  Monday  . . . John  Hubbard  and 
Wynne  Gibson  appeared  in  the  play  “Good 
Night  Ladies”  at  the  Shrine  last  week. 

Glen  Alt  of  Republic  received  a letter  from 
his  son,  Sgt.  Glen  Alt  jr„  now  stationed  in 
Assam,  India.  The  letter  told  of  his  hav- 
ing captured  a wildcat  which  he  had  to  kill 
shortly  after  the  capture.  The  hide  is  being 
shipped  to  Glen  here  . . . John  Alexander, 
special  representative  for  Republic  who  has 
been  here  on  business,  was  called  in  to  help 
at  the  St.  Louis  exchange  during  the  recent 
strike.  He  says  that  while  there  that  he 
helped  fill  nearly  all  positions  in  the  place. 

Sgt.  Johnny  Jones,  who  is  now  stationed 
at  the  Will  Rogers  Field  here,  said  his  sister, 
Ruby,  was  hit  by  a car  in  Seminole,  where 
she  operates  two  theatres  during  Johnny’s 
absence. 

Bill  Maddox,  former  Metro  shipper,  was 
home  on  leave  . . . “Funny”  Hudgens,  former 
20th-Fox  shipper,  was  also  visiting  on  the 
Row  on  holiday  leave  . . . Grover  Livingston, 
former  Metro  salesman,  was  in  on  leave. 


To  Play  Youngest  Daughter 

Jo  Ann  Marlowe  is  set  to  play  the  young- 
est daughter  in  Warners’  “Mildred  Pierce.” 


“TERRIFIC  TEXANS”  CELEBRATE— There  was  no  turkey  shortage  at  the 
RKO  exchange  in  Dallas  holiday  week.  Ben  Cammack,  RKO  southwestern  dis- 
trict manager,  and  Mrs.  Cammack  entertain  C.  V.  Jones,  general  manager  of 
the  Robb  & Rowley  circuit,  right. 
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Finds  "Going  My  Way" 

Is  Practically  Gone 

ATLANTA — Long  films  create  problems, 
especially  for  neighborhood  theatres  which 
open  in  the  afternoon,  it  would  seem  from 
the  story  told  by  Len  Tracy,  information 
specialist  for  the  U.S.  forest  service  regional 
office.  Tracy’s  mother,  Mrs.  J.  Stuart  Tracy 
of  Lexington,  Ky.,  during  a recent  visit  here, 
expressed  a desire  to  see  “Going  My  Way.” 
So  Tracy,  who  has  seen  the  picture,  called 
the  neighborhood  theatre  and  inquired  as 
to  the  time  the  show  started.  He  was  told 
at  2:45  p.  m. 

He  and  his  mother  got  there  a few  minutes 
after  the  show  started  and  he  was  surprised 
to  notice  that  already  the  scenes  showing 
were  well  into  the  middle  of  the  picture. 

He  asked  the  manager  “how  come.” 

The  manager  nonchalantly  told  him  that 
2:45  was  the  starting  time  but  because  the 
show  was  so  long  he  had  to  start  the  first 
one  in  the  middle  to  make  the  time  come 
out  right  at  night. 

Thief  Gets  20  Years 
For  Theatre  Holdup 

ATLANTA— Joel  O.  Randall,  accused  of 
stealing  $1,900  in  a holdup  of  the  Paramount 
Theatre  here  last  May  14,  was  found  guilty 
and  sentenced  to  20  years  in  prison  in  su- 
perior court  here  recently. 

Theatre  employes  identified  Randall  as  the 
masked  bandit  who  entered  the  theatre  of- 
fices and  forced  them  to  face  the  wall  while 
he  scooped  up  the  money. 


■p  B.  Bowman  has  sold  his  Maxton  Theatre 
'*"*  in  Maxton,  N.  C.,  to  J.  W.  McMillan, 
owner  of  the  Latta  in  -Latta,  S.  C.  . . . A 
19-year-old  youth  was  arrested  but  later  re- 
leased in  connection  with  the  fire  which 
closed  the  Broadway  Theatre  here.  This 
was  the  second  fire  within  a week  in  Wilby- 
Kincey  circuit,  the  other  being  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  Carolina. 

Exhibitor’s  Service  will  commence  handling 
the  buying  and  booking  for  the  Reeves,  Lyric 
and  State  theatres  in  Elkin,  N.  C.,  January 
1 and  after  that  date  also  will  handle  the 
buying  and  booking  for  W.  C.  Macon’s  Roxy 
Theatre  in  Old  Fort,  N.  C.  . . . Approximately 
February  1,  the  new  Waylyn  Theatre  in 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  will  open.  Hank  Hearn  of 
Exhibitor’s  Service,  besides  handling  the  buy- 
ing and  booking  for  the  theatre,  will  have  a 
financial  interest  in  the  house.  The  new 
Waylyn  will  seat  approximately  500  people, 
all  on  one  floor,  and  the  theatre  will  be  of 
brick  and  steel  construction. 

Exhibitor’s  Service  gave  their  annual 
Christmas  party  for  the  members  of  all  the 
booking  departments  in  the  various  ex- 
changes in  Charlotte,  December  14.  Those 
•attending  were:  Hap  Bell,  Mrs.  Blanche 
Carr,  Mrs.  Dot  Mitchell,  Harry  Kerr,  Caro- 
lotta  Porter,  Bettie  Jarrell,  Mrs.  Sally  Led- 
well,  Mrs.  Pat  Polk,  Mrs.  Kathleen  Proctor, 
Herb  Schlesinger,  Virginia  Porter,  Charlie 
Leonard,  Bob  Sullivan,  Jackie  Tadlock,  Mabel 
Lawrence,  Jack  Frye,  Warren  Wallace,  Mrs. 
Willie  Anderson,  Florence  Borders,  Juanita 
Fisher,  Mrs.  Mildred  Logan,  George  Royster, 


Jules  Williamson,  Mrs.  Hazel  Graves,  George 
Rogers,  Jim  Taylor,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Johnston, 
Jim  Wallace,  Asimina  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roy  Bradley,  Louise  Deese,  Ann  Mongarelle, 
Max  Reinhardt,  Robert  Saxton,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Hearn,  Mrs.  Foster  Corne. 

J.  B.  Harvey  of  the  Carolina  at  Clover, 
reports  that  among  his  best  bond  buyers  are 
Clover  boys  in  the  service.  During  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  he  received  a money  order  from 
the  Pacific  for  several  $100  bonds  and  for 
his  bond  premiere  he  sold  $2,500  in  E bonds 
to  Pvt.  Wister  Keller  Brown,  who  was  home 
on  furlough  after  25  months  and  two  in- 
vasions in  the  Pacific. 

L.  A.  Hiltz,  operator  of  the  New  Theatre, 
Black  Mountain,  has  been  confined  to  the 
hospital  in  Asheville  for  the  past  three  weeks, 
but  is  now  improved.  He  was  able  to  return 
home  for  the  holidays. 

Max  Reinhardt,  feature  booker  at  Ex- 
hibitor’s Service,  has  returned  to  his  desk 
after  being  confined  to  Mercy  Hospital  for 
nine  weeks  . . . Robert  T.  Saxton,  formerly 
in  the  booking  department  at  Universal,  now 
is  short  subject  booker  at  Exhibitor’s  Service. 

While  March  of  Dimes  Chairman  Roy 
Rowe  of  Burgaw  is  busy  as  state  senator  in 
Raleigh,  Frank  H.  Beddingfield,  co-chair- 
man, is  handling  all  pledges  and  reports. 


New  Boss  at  Rex  Theatre 

WINCHESTER,  TENN.— James  Parsley  of 
Manchester  recently  took  over  management 
of  the  Rex  Theatre  in  nearby  Cowan,  Tenn. 
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ATLANTA 


Burford  Styles,  formerly  with  Para- 
mount here  and  in  New  Orleans,  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor  . . . Ernest  Martin,  Monte- 
zuma, Ga„  was  on  the  Row  last  week.  Other 
visitors  included  Harry  Whitestone,  Dublin; 
Ralph  Johnston,  Greenville,  Ga.;  Harvey 
Woodward,  formerly  with  the  Strand,  Win- 
der, Ga.;  Sidney  Laird,  Al-Dun  Amusements, 
West  Point;  George  Stonoros,  Rex  Theatre, 
Carrabelle,  Fla. 

Hal  Jordan,  20  years  with  20th-Fox  in 
Charlotte,  has  been  added  to  the  sales  force 
of  Monogram.  He  will  travel  the  Alabama 
and  Tennessee  territory  . . . Mrs.  Sarah  Du- 
Pree  is  leaving  Monogram  after  three  years 
of  service  . . . Lee  Bryan,  salesman  for  Re- 
public in  Oklahoma  City,  visited  friends  in 
Atlanta. 

Snake  Richardson,  Universal  manager  at 
New  Orleans,  visited  friends  here  over  the 
holidays  . . . C.  E.  Peppiatt,  20th-Fox  man- 
ager at  Washington,  also  spent  the  holidays 
here  with  friends  . . . Lieut.  Horace  Davis, 
formerly  with  National  Screen  Service,  is 
home  with  his  family  on  a leave  from  Eng- 
land. He  wears  an  Air  Medal  and  the  Dis- 
tinguished Flying  Cross. 

Paramount  Doings:  District  Chief  Jack 
Kirby  is  back  at  his  familiar  post  in  top 
shape  after  a well-earned  rest  at  Miami 
Beach  where  his  physician  advised  him  to 
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'go  two  months  ago  . . . The  Christmas  party 
was  “terrific.”  There  were  special  presents 
for  Paramounteers  with  ten  or  more  years 
of  service — they  were  all  small  potted  plants 
. . . Katie  Richards,  auburn-haired  beauty  of 
the  accounting  office,  entertained  her  No.  1 
man,  Pvt.  Stanley  Richardson,  in  from 
Minnesota. 

Cassie  Pettit  is  the  new  Paramount 
sweater  girl.  Blood  bank  donation  seems  to 
agree  with  Cassie.  She’s  gained  weight  and 
getting  prettier  . . . Irene  Brown,  back  from 
Spartanburg,  S.  C.,  for  the  holidays  . . . 
Ditto  for  Velma  Darley,  back  from  her 
home  in  Lyons,  Ga.  Velma  is  wearing  a 
gleaming  diamond  ring  . . . Orchids  to  hard- 
working Gracie  Seignious,  Marion  Stowe  and 
the  rest  for  a grand  job  in  arranging  the 
catering  for  the  holiday  party  at  Paramount. 

Harold  Laird,  Republic  manager  at  Tampa, 
was  here  several  days  visiting  . . . The  brother 
of  Mae  Stephens,  Universal  accounting  de- 
partment, died  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  re- 
cently . . . S.  J.  Clark  of  the  Universal  cash- 
ier department  is  the  father  of  a baby  girl, 
Katherine  Alva,  born  December  20  . . . Ike 
and  Harry  Katz,  PRC  franchise  holders  for 
the  Atlanta  territory,  have  returned  from 
New  York  where  they  conferred  with  PRC 
officials. 

The  War  Labor  Board  has  granted  an  in- 
crease in  salary  to  exchange  inspectors  and 
shippers  here  retroactive  to  December  1942,  at 
the  rate  of  3y2  cents  an  hour.  The  front 
office  workers  also  received  an  increase. 

Ann  Hautman,  assistant  to  Mr.  Paul  of 
Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply,  was  on  the  job 
meeting  exhibitors  while  Paul  was  visiting 
in  New  York  . . . All  Filmrow  received  a 
Christmas  card  from  Lieut.  Bolivar  Hyde, 
formerly  the  naval  booker  in  this  territory. 
He  now  is  in  the  Pacific  area  . . . Cpl.  Howard 
Wallace,  formerly  with  Sack  Amusements 
here  was  on  Filmrow. 

Gus  King,  Capitol  Theatre  Supply,  rushed 
into  the  Variety  Club  one  noon  before 
Christmas,  much  excited  over  an  incident 
witnessed  in  a Peachtree  Street  department 
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store.  It  seems  the  genial  old  gent  playing 
Santa  Claus  there  had  coaxed  a dirty-faced 
lad  of  about  eight  to  come  to  his  side. 
“What,”  asked  Santa  benignly  bending  over 
the  youngster,  “do  you  want  me  to  bring 
you?”  The  kid  gave  him  a stoney  stare,  “I 
won’t  tell  you,  you  old  blankety-blank- 
blank,”  he  retorted.  “I  told  you  what  I want- 
ed last  Christmas,  and  you  didn’t  bring  me 
a single  blankety  blank  thing  I asked  for.” 

A birthday  party  honoring  C.  F.  Williams 
of  Williams  Lumber  Co.,  Columbus,  Ga.,  was 
given  recently  by  Bette  Davis  at  the  Colum- 
bus Country  Club.  Among  the  guests  were 
General  Hobson,  Maj.  Gen.  Fred  Walker, 
Capt.  R.  E.  Tucker,  Miss  Cora  Williams, 
many  prominent  Columbus  residents,  as  well 
as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Hastings  of  At- 
lanta. Miss  Davis  had  two  of  her  pictures 
projected,  namely,  “Jezebel”  and  “Hollywood 
Canteen.” 

A1  Burks  Receives  Good 
News  From  His  Son 

CHARLOTTE — A1  Burks,  Metro  exploiteer, 
has  received  the  following  letter  from  his 
son,  Lieut.  George  S.  Burks,  who  was  seri- 
ously wounded  in  action: 

“As  you  can  see  by  my  dateline,  I’m  now 
in  England,  about  100  miles  from  London. 

“I  arrived  here  from  France  by  plane  on 
December  10  and  I should  be  here  for  about 
30  days  at  least.  At  the  end  of  my  con- 
valescent period  I’ll  probably  be  on  my  way 
back  to  the  good  old  Third  division  when 
I’m  again  pronounced  fit  for  duty. 

For  the  last  three  days  I’ve  been  able  to 
get  out  of  bed  and  walk  a few  steps  or  so, 
each  time  walking  a little  more.  You  can 
see  by  this  that  I’m  really  coming  along 
okay.  All  my  wounds  are  closed  and  the 
stitches  are  out  and  I’ll  be  as  good  as  new 
as  soon  as  I get  some  strength  and  weight 
back.  You  can  write  to  me  at  the  above 
address  until  I tell  you  to  change  again. 

“I’ve  received  my  Purple  Heart  already  and 
I sent  the  medal  home  to  Midge.  I’ve  also 
got  a Bronze  Star  coming  to  me  for  what 
they  call  ‘valorous  conduct  in  combat’  back 
at  Anzio  last  May.  When  I’ll  actually  get 
the  medal  itself,  I don’t  know.  Probably 
when  I get  back  to  my  old  outfit. 

“There’s  really  no  news,  hospitals  being 
rather  dull  places.  However,  I did  receive 
ten  Christmas  packages  before  I left  France, 
among  them  being  yours.  Thanks  a million 
for  everything,  especially  the  cigars.  Write 
soon,  as  I haven’t  received  a letter  from 
anyone  since  I was  hit.” 

Editor  Says  France  Will 
Trade  Film  Ideas 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

MONTREAL — Film  officials  in  France  are 
keenly  interested  in  all  possible  exchange  of 
trade  information  between  Canada  and 
France,  Edmond  Turcotte,  editor  of  Le  Can- 
ada, Montreal  daily  newspaper,  told  officials 
of  the  National  Film  Board. 

Turcotte,  who  has  just  returned  from 
France,  said  he  had  long  conversations  with 
French  film  officials  regarding  the  possi- 
bility of  collaboration  between  Canadian  and 
French  governments  in  the  film  field.  This 
collaboration  would  have  special  reference  to 
the  common  needs  of  Canada  and  France  in 
the  period  of  postwar  reconstruction. 
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Dallas  Grosses  Zoom  MEMPHIS 


As  Holidays  End 

DALLAS — With  huge  Christmas  buying 
and  Christmas  parties  out  of  the  way  the 
theatre  business  came  into  its  own  during 
Yuletide  week  and  registered  one  of  its  big- 
gest average  weekly  takes  in  history. 

It  was  icy,  rainy  and  cold  part  of  the 
time.  “Doughgirls”  topped  the  list  of  at- 
tractions and  was  held  over.  “Our  Hearts 
Were  Young  and  Gay”  was  a very  close  sec- 
ond and  held.  “Brazil,”  “Atlantic  City”  and 
“Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe”  came  in  to  bolster 
the  over  average  at  their  respective  theatres. 

(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Vigilantes  of  Dodge  City  (Rep);  Oh 

What  a Night  (Mono),  split  with  The  Last 


Ride  (WB);  Crime  by  Night  (WB) 125 

Majestic — Doughgirls  (WB)  145 

Melba — Brazil  (Rep)  135 

Palace — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para)  140 

Rialto — Atlantic  City  (Rep),  split  with 

Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep) 130 

Tower — Kismet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 125 


New  Year's  Business  Rivals  All-Time 
High  Record  in  Oklahoma  City 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Holiday  business  for 
New  Year’s  Eve  and  New  Year’s  Day  pos- 
sibly rivaled  the  all-time  high  for  big  busi- 
ness in  all  Oklahoma  City  theatres. 

Criterion — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para) Very  good 

Liberty — Man  From  Frisco  (Rep);  Henry 

Aldrich's  Little  Secret  (Para) Good 

Midwest — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) Big 

State — Together  Again  (Col) - Very  big 

Tower — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk Good 

Warner — Mom  and  Dad  (HP) Good 


Acquanetta  to  "Jungle  Queen" 

Acquanetta  is  set  to  star  in  Monogram’s 
“Jungle  Queen,”  an  original  story  by  William 
Lively. 


pilmrow  last  week  seemed  almost  deserted. 

Some  were  out  visiting  during  the  holi- 
days, some  vacationing,  others  away  on  busi- 
ness ...  At  M-G-M,  Miss  Beatrice  Phillips, 
No.  2 booker-stenographer,  and  her  friend, 
Mrs.  Helen  Epperson,  Akron,  a former  Mem- 
phis employe,  had  gone  to  New  Orleans  for 
the  Sugar  Bowl  game.  Mrs.  Joy  Thrasher, 
No.  3 booker,  was  vacationing.  Three  M-G-M 
salesmen,  T.  L.  Baldridge,  R.  M.  Bowers  and 
T.  B.  Kirk,  were  away  on  vacation.  So  was 
John  A.  Osborne,  checking  supervisor.  But 
business  went  on  as  usual.  Charles  E.  Kess- 
nich,  district  manager  of  M-G-M  at  Atlanta, 
was  in  on  business. 

At  Paramount:  W.  C.  Kroeger,  salesman, 
was  on  vacation  in  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  his  home 
town.  Paramount’s  advertising  representa- 
tive at  Dallas,  Allen  Glenn,  was  in  Memphis 
on  business. 

At  Columbia:  J.  J.  Rogers,  branch  man- 
ager, was  away  on  vacation.  So  was  Jack 
Arnold,  salesman,  and  Miss  Rachel  Callis, 
cashier,  who  was  in  Washington  for  the  holi- 
days. During  Rogers’  absence,  Herman 
Chrisman  was  acting  as  branch  manager. 

An  annual  job  during  January  will  be  oc- 
cupying the  attention  of  employes  and  exec- 
utives. It  is  the  raising  of  funds  for  the  na- 
tional campaign  to  wipe  out  infantile  paraly- 
sis. Committees  are  working  on  plans  to 
pass  the  plates  in  every  show  in  the  mid- 
south in  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign. 

Many  others  on  vacation  were  working 
full  time  on  the  big  Variety  Club  show  Janu- 
ary 7 at  Ellis  Auditorium  when  Roy  Acuff 
and  his  hillbilly  boys  and  girls  were  to  stage 
a benefit  performance  for  the  club’s  mother’s 


milk  bank  fund.  Seven  hundred  Filmrow 
employes  have  been  selling  tickets  for  the 
2:30  p.  m.  and  8 p.  m.  performances  of  the 
show.  More  than  $1,000  worth  of  tickets  had 
been  sold  a week  ago.  Many  Memphis  firms 
bought  blocks  of  seats  for  their  employes. 

Charles  A.  McElravy,  manager,  announced 
the  shows  for  the  rest  of  the  season  at  Ellis 
Auditorium.  “A  Doll’s  House,”  with  Lyle  Tal- 
bot, Francis  Lederer,  Dale  Melbourne,  H.  B. 
Warner  and  Jane  Darwell,  was  here  this 
weekend.  “Good  Night  Ladies,”  shows  Janu- 
ary 18-20;  “Sons  O’  Fun,”  30-31;  “Life  With 
Father,”  returns  February  13-14;  “Ram- 
shackle Inn,”  starring  ZaSu  Pitts,  comes 
March  14-15,  and  Katharine  Cornell  plays 
March  27-28  in  a play  yet  to  be  selected. 

Mrs.  Martha  Angier,  Memphis  show  pro- 
moter, presented  the  Ballet  Russe  de  Monte 
Carlo  Thursday  at  Ellis  Auditorium.  Nikola 
Moscona  and  Egon  Petri  will  be  presented 
February  7 by  Mrs.  Angier  and  “Martha,” 
Gpera  in  English,  April  4. 

Lucille  Ryman,  M-G-M  talent  representa- 
tive, was  in  last  week  on  her  trip  through 
several  southern  cities  in  a search  for  a boy 
to  play  the  role  of  Jody  in  Marjorie  Kinnan 
Rawlins’  Pulitzer  prize  novel,  “The  Year- 
ling,” which  is  scheduled  to  go  into  produc- 
tion soon.  The  picture  will  be  produced  in 
color  by  Sidney  Franklin,  M-G-M  producer. 
The  picture  was  originally  scheduled  for  pro- 
duction in  1941.  In  the  meantime,  Gene 
Echman,  originally  selected  for  the  role  of 
Jody,  has  done  a Topsy  act,  he  “growed  up.” 
Miss  Ryman  interviewed  scores  of  ten  and 
11 -year-old  boys  and  their  parents  ...  War 
films  were  shown  at  the  American  Legion 
meeting  this  week. 


QnxdUeA.,  can  tjan  bpabe  iame  time? 

Others  like  to  know  what  you  are  doing  — what 
changes  you  are  making  at  your  theatre,  etc.  Send 
in  the  news  and  we'll  relay  it  to  the  industry. 


Buying?  Installing?  Remodeling?  Redecorating?  Rebuilding?  Transferring? 
Exploiting?  Hiring?  Promoting? 

GIVE  US  THE  FACTS.  WE  WILL  DO  THE  REST. 


Name  Position 

Theatre  
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THAT  DARDEN-FRANCONI  AFFAIR— More  than  200  guests  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  Charles  E.  Darden  and  John  L.  Franconi  at  their  recent  joint 
housewarming  in  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg,  in  Dallas.  In  the  photographs: 

Top  left:  Dutch  Cammer,  Bennie  Lynch,  Darden,  Mary  Tilley,  Franconia 
and  Margaret  Corey,  in  that  order,  all  well  known  along  Filmrow.  At  right: 
Darden  is  depicted  along  with  many  sacks  of  that  hard-to-get  popcorn,  also 
with  a bevy  of  “could  be”  pinup  girls. 

Bottom  left:  Part  of  the  bar  and  more  sacks  of  popcorn.  Lynn  Stocker, 
E.  P.  Herber,  Mart  Cole  jr.  and  Elmer  Lindsey  are  among  other  prominents 
photographed.  Right:  A dancing  shot  taken  at  the  height  of  the  festivities. 


SAN  ANTONIO 


The  Interstate  Theatre  employes  all 
chipped  in  to  give  “Tiny”  Arnett,  the 
policeman  on  the  beat,  the  “best  Christmas 
present  he  ever  had.”  It  was  in  the  form 
of  $82,  which  the  veteran  of  22  years  in  the 
police  department  will  spend  for  a new  .38 
caliber  Colt.  Due  to  wartime  restrictions, 
however,  the  guardian  of  the  law  will  have 
to  wait  until  the  war  is  over  in  order  to  buy 
the  weapon. 

Miss  Beulah  Greene,  who  manages  the  ex- 
tended run  Texas  here,  had  a first  run  last 
week  and  is  now  wearing  a new  fur  coat  . . . 
The  New  Laurel  Theatre  will  open  January 
19  with  “Janie”  starring  San  Antonio’s  own 
Joyce  Reynolds  . . . “Wilson,”  the  20th-Fox 
special,  will  have  its  first  local  showing  here 
January  10  at  the  Texas. 

All  three  local  film  exchanges  observed 
New  Year’s  Day  by  remaining  closed  . . . 
“Are  These  Our  Parents?”  a Monogram  re- 
lease, was  the  Sunday-Monday  screen  fare 
at  the  Zaragoza  Teatro  . . . Nora  Reed,  com- 
mentator on  KABC  here,  would  make  a good 
voice  double  for  Screen  Actress  Gail  Russell. 

Among  the  first  run  midnight  shows  held 
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here  Sunday  (31)  were  Aztec:  “Hollywood 
Canteen”;  Majestic:  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES’’;  Palace:  “Dead  Man’s  Eyes,”  and 
“Crime  by  Night,”  a double  mystery  pro- 
gram. and  Broadway:  “The  Climax.” 

Clasa-Mohme  visitors  included  Salvador 
Osio.  Rio  de  Janeiro;  William  J.  Kunetka, 
Rita,  Benavides;  Jose  Santos,  New  Casino, 
Hondo;  Miguel  Delgado,  National,  Crystal 
City;  A.  R.  “Fito”  Farias,  Empress,  Bena- 
vides, and  Harry  N.  Britten,  Espana,  Pharr. 

Kelly  Field  war  workers  are  given  free 
OWI  films,  shown  in  the  hangar  during  the 
lunch  hour.  The  daily  programs  are  aug- 
mented by  the  musical  entertainment  of 
Wild  Bill  Strigo,  former  radio  and  vaudeville 
singing  guitar  player. 

First  run  pictures  playing  here  during  the 
holidays  include  the  following:  Majestic, 
“Frenchman’s  Creek”  (Para);  Empire,  “The 
Merry  Monahans”  (Univ) ; Aztec,  “The 
Doughgirls”  (WBi;  Texas,  “The  Conspira- 
tors” <WB>,  and  Nacional,  “Marie  Eugenia” 
. . . “The  Sign  of  the  Cross”  (Para)  played 
the  Drive-In  Theatre  Christmas  night  . . . 
The  special  Christmas  stage  prologue  at  the 
Majestic  (25)  was  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind 
staged  here  in  many  a moon. 

Walt  Disney  sent  us  one  of  his  novel 
greetings  calendar  for  1945  from  his  Burbank 
production  studio.  Thanks  a lot,  Walter  . . . 
Nancy  Lee  Blackburn,  local  girl  who  is  mak- 
ing good  in  pictures,  was  in  town  from  Hol- 
lywood to  visit  her  mother  over  the  Yuletide 
season  . . . Interstate  City  Manager  Albert 
H.  Reynolds  is  a new  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club  here. 


"Creek"  to  Close  Run 

(From  Eastern  Edition) 

NEW  YORK — “Frenchman’s  Creek”  was  to 
close  its  Broadway  run  at  the  Rivoli  Decem- 
ber 27  after  an  engagement  of  14  weeks,  ac- 
cording to  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution.  The  film  estab- 
lished several  new  records  during  the  length 
of  its  run,  both  in  attendance  and  at  the  box- 
office. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th  FL.  2nd  Unit.  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC*  Dallas.  Tex. 


White  F ealher  Brigades 
Turn  Up  in  Canada 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

HALIFAX,  N.  S. — A foolish  and  often  cruel 
practice  which  was  widespread  in  London 
during  the  last  war  until  the  British  gov- 
ernment put  a stop  to  it  has  been  revived 
here  by  numerous  women  and  a few  men. 

These  persons,  who  have  been  particularly 
active  outside  Halifax  and  Dartmouth  the- 
atres, step  up  to  a young  man  in  civilian 
clothes  as  he  enters  the  theatre  and  pin  a 
white  feather  on  his  coat. 

The  business  of  pinning  the  feather  usually 
is  accompanied  by  derogatory  remarks  about 
the  recipient  for  not  being  in  military  service. 

The  white  feather  brigades  roam  the  streets 
in  squads  of  three  and  four  persons,  most 
of  them  middle-aged.  They  have  not  only 
pinned  the  symbols  of  cowardice  on  civilians 
but  have  recently  spread  their  activities  to 
embrace  men  in  the  uniforms  of  Canadian 
or  American  service  branches. 

Service  men  who  receive  the  white  feather 
are  sneered  as  “zombies”  for  not  being  over- 
seas. Some  men  who  have  been  wounded  in 
battle  or  in  transport  service  have  been  in- 
sulted by  the  white  feather  brigades. 

During  the  last  war  the  white  feather 
pests  were  driven  off  London  streets  under 
threat  of  being  jailed  after  a wild-eyed 
female  had  charged  down  on  a young  man 
and  hung  one  of  the  symbols  on  him. 

“Thank  you,”  he  remarked.  “It  ought  to  go 
well  with  this.” 

He  turned  back  his  coat  lapel  to  reveal 
the  ribbon  designating  him  as  a holder  of 
England’s  highest  military  tribute  to  cour- 
age, the  Victoria  Cross. 


Lyons  Opening  Soon 

SOMERVILLE,  TEX.— The  Lyons  Theatre 
will  be  opened  here  by  M.  K.  McDaniel,  about 
January  1.  He  owns  and  operates  the  Lamar 
at  Lamarque  near  Galveston,  and  arranged 
to  operate  here  where  there  has  been  no 
theatre  for  two  years  since  the  house  owned 
by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Matson  of  Caldwell,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  and  not  rebuilt. 


NEW  SAN  ANTONIO  PILOT— Ray- 
mond Willie,  left,  assistant  to  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  for  the  Interstate  circuit,  is 
breaking  the  news  to  A1  Reynolds  about 
his  appointment  as  San  Antonio’s  city 
manager.  Roynolds  succeeds  E.  E.  Col- 
lins, who  died  last  July.  About  15  years 
ago  Reynolds  managed  the  Majestic  in 
San  Antonio  and  has  since  been  manag- 
ing Interstate  theatres  in  Fort  Worth, 
Houston,  Austin  and  Dallas.  He  is  mar- 
ried and  has  a small  daughter. 
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Screen  News  Head  Points  to  Vast 
New  Fields  War  Opens  to  Films 


Plans  for  New  Theatres 
Loom  in  Canada 

TORONTO — Following  the  acquisition  of 
a financial  interest  in  the  Maritime  theatre 
chain  of  F.  G.  Spencer  Co.,  St.  John,  by 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  Toronto, 
announcement  has  been  made  that  Spencer 
has  prepared  plans  for  the  erection  of  at 
least  three  theatres  in  the  seaboard  prov- 
inces while  Famous  Players  will  construct 
units  in  other  centers  of  the  area.  This  will 
be  done  as  soon  as  wartime  restrictions  have 
been  lifted  by  the  government. 

The  Spencer  company  has  secured  sites 
for  theatres  at  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Am- 
herst, N.S.,  and  Campbellton,  N.B.,  while 
it  is  already  known  that  Famous  Players 
has  a property  in  the  heart  of  St.  John, 
N.B.,  on  which  to  erect  a theatre  and  there 
may  be  other  locations. 

The  development  is  interesting  in  view  of 
the  recent  decision  of  Joseph  M.  Franklin 
of  the  Franklin-Herschorn  circuit  in  the 
Maritime  provinces  to  terminate  a long 
standing  partnership  agreement  with  Fa- 
mous Players.  At  that  time  it  was  stated 
that  Franklin  would  operate  his  circuit  in- 
dependently. In  past  years,  however,  Frank- 
lin was  closely  associated  with  the  late  N.  L. 
Nathanson  and  there  is  believed  to  be  the 
possibility  that  he  may  throw  in  his  lot 
with  Paul  Nathanson  and  Canadian  Odeon, 
with  which  is  linked  J.  Arthur  Rank  of 
London. 

The  Franklin-Herschorn  circuit  includes 
the  Mayfair  and  Regent  at  St.  John;  Com- 
munity and  Family  at  Halifax  and  the  Dun- 
das  and  Mayfair  at  Dartmouth,  N.S.  Famous 
Players  had  nine  theatres  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick  prior  to  the  deal  with 
Spencer. 

Odeon  Theatres  has  three  important  the- 
atres in  the  Atlantic  provinces.  They  are 
the  Casino  at  Halifax  and  the  Capitol  and 
Empress  at  Moncton,  N.B. 

Another  independent  circuit  in  the  Mari- 
times  is  that  of  Bernstein  and  Lieberman, 
consisting  of  nine  houses,  the  largest  of 
which  is  the  600-seat  Strand  at  Sydney,  N.S. 

Following  announcement  of  the  partner- 
ship arrangement  with  Arthur  Rank,  Cana- 
dian Odeon  stepped  out  with  the  acquisition 
of  the  eight  Garson  & Lane  theatres  in  the 
Montreal  district  as  an  expansion  start  in 
that  area  and  it  may  be  that  Odeon  has  its 
eyes  on  the  Maritime  provinces  further  east 
for  prospective  developments. 

Kitchener  Theatres  Open 
Late  on  Christmas  Day 

KITCHENER— The  tradition  of  the  the- 
atre that  “the  show  must  go  on”  was  broken 
by  the  Kitchener-Waterloo  theatres  at 
Christmas. 

Many  theatre  managers  and  employes  felt 
that  something  should  be  done  to  make  it 
possible  for  theatre  employes  to  enjoy  Christ- 
mas dinners  with  their  families.  The  man- 
agements of  the  local  theatres  unanimously 
agreed  not  to  open  Christmas  Day  until 
four  p.  m.  with  the  shows  starting  at  4:30. 
One  local  theatre  manager  stated  that  this 
was  the  first  time  that  anything  like  this 
had  been  done  in  the  theatre  business  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 


Overseas'  Fund  Swelled 

CALGARY — As  their  share  in  a drive  for 
the  Overseas  Comforts  organization  at  Cran- 
brook,  the  Cranbrook  Theatres,  Ltd.,  staged 
a motion  picture  performance  topped  by 
“Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay”  which 
netted  $350  for  the  fund,  which  sends  gifts 
to  Cranbrook  men  over  seas. 


MONTREAL — B.  E.  Norrish,  president  of 
Associated  Screen  News,  has  contributed  to 
the  Canadian  Industries,  Ltd.,  house  organ 
C.I.L.  Oval  the  following  survey  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  field  in  Canada  in  wartime: 

“Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  world 
have  a nation’s  armed  forces  made  such 
extensive  use  of  films  to  train  sailors,  soldiers 
and  airmen;  to  record  training  and  battle 
action.  In  wartime,  production  crews  have 
turned  from  fiction  to  fact,  have  focused 
cameras  on  scenes,  diagrams  and  cartoons  to 
teach  the  fighting  man  how  to  do  his  job 
more  efficiently.  Such  films  not  only  shorten 
his  training  period;  they  give  him  a broader 
base  of  knowledge  in  the  use  of  weapons 
and  the  protection  of  his  own  fighting  effi- 
ciency. 

Value  on  Production  Front 

“On  the  production  front,  too,  films  have 
proved  invaluable  in  the  rapid  and  effective 
training  of  industrial  workers.  As  an  exam- 
ple of  what  they  have  accomplished,  con- 
sider their  use  by  Defense  Industries,  Ltd., 
which  was  faced  with  a difficult  labor  supply 
situation.  New  processes  had  to  be  taught 
and  frequently  the  student  was  a girl  who 
had  never  been  inside  a factory  before.  She 
received  primary  instruction  in  a two-week 
training  class.  Films  were  used  during  50 
per  cent  of  the  theoretical  instruction  and  25 
per  cent  of  the  entire  primary  training  pe- 
riod made  use  of  films.  One  student  was  a 
woman  from  a mid-European  country  who 
could  scarcely  read  or  write.  She  had  to  de- 
pend on  pictures  and  the  spoken  word  for  her 
instruction.  Yet  today  she  is  a third  class 
toolsetter  earning  $200  a month. 

“A  backward  glance  at  the  progression  of 
development  which  made  technical  motion 
picture  facilities  available  to  Canada  to  help 
speed  the  war  effort  at  a time  when  speed 
was  the  all-important  factor  is  a revelation. 
The  structure  which  houses  Associated  Screen 
News  in  Montreal  today  could  not  have  been 
visualized  a quarter  of  a century  ago,  when 
this  organization  had  its  first  beginnings. 
Then  it  comprised  two  men  and  a motion 
picture  camera,  plus  a vision  of  what  motion- 
on-film  might  mean  for  publicity  and  visual 
news  of  Canada. 

Great  Screen  News  Expansion 

“Those  were  the  days  of  the  silent  epics. 
Early  in  its  history  the  pioneer  of  the  film 
industry  in  Canada  obtained  its  first  con- 
tract for  making  prints  of  American  feature 
pictures.  Today  that  service  to  Canadian 
theatrical  distributors  sees  the  processing  of 
millions  of  feet  of  film  each  year.  Early 
in  its  career  it  sent  out  the  first  cameraman 
to  cover  a Canadian  news  story.  Today  its 
cameramen  roam  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  Dominion  to  cover  stories  for  major  news- 
reels, newsreels  which  are  exhibited  from 
coast  to  coast  and  which  have  carried  Cana- 
dian stories  to  all  parts  of  the  globe. 

“Less  than  halfway  through  its  history 
Associated  Screen  saw  the  advent  of  the 
talkie  revolutionize  an  industry.  Facilities 
were  expanded  to  produce  and  process  the 
new  moving,  talking  and  singing  vehicle  of 
entertainment  and  education. 

“War’s  tremendous  expansion  brought  new 
highs  in  the  volume  of  Canadian-created 
films,  as  in  the  work  of  the  processing  lab- 
oratories. Industry  turned  more  and  more 
to  the  films  to  convey  information  and  in- 
spiration. The  nation,  too,  is  making  increas- 
ing use  of  film  material  to  explain,  to  ex- 


hort to  greater  effort,  to  encourage  thrift, 
to  make  fewer  civilian  goods  stretch  farther. 

Trends  of  Future  Evident  Now 

“The  future  trend  toward  more  specific 
uses  of  motion  pictures  is  already  evident. 
They  will  be  used  commercially  to  oil  the 
wheels  of  distribution,  to  help  keep  rolling 
the  products  of  Canada’s  expanded  industry. 
Salesmen  will  use  films  to  sell  more  goods. 
Manufacturers  and  distributors  will  use  the 
motion  picture  to  show  dealers  more  effi- 
cient, more  aggressive  marketing  methods. 
And  the  film  will  be  used  in  consumer  edu- 
cation to  show  what  a product  is,  how  it  can 
be  used  and  how  to  get  the  best  dollar  value 
in  service  from  that  product. 

“In  the  industrial  plant  there  are  innumer- 
able applications  for  films  in  job  instruction, 
to  aid  in  the  achievement  of  more  efficient 
production  processes,  in  health  and  safety 
education,  in  recreation  and  employer-em- 
ploye relations  programs,  and  in  public  re- 
lations and  community  service. 

“Classrooms  of  the  nation  will  use  teach- 
ing films  to  far  greater  extent  than  ever. 
It  still  remains  true  that  the  teacher  is  the 
kingpin.  No  matter  how  adequate  the  tools 
placed  in  his  hand,  results  will  continue  to  be 
measured  in  relation  to  the  intelligence  and 
ability  with  which  the  teaching  tools  is 
used. 

“Educational  leaders  are  alive  to  the  value 
of  audio-visual  aids  to  teaching.  So  are 
those  teachers  currently  serving  in  the  armed 
forces.  Consider,  for  instance,  a school  teacher 
who  is  now  a navigator  in  the  air  force. 
Any  navigation  he  used  previously  was  re- 
stricted to  reading  a gasoline  station  road 
map  in  his  car.  Now  he  has  the  responsibility 
of  getting  his  plane  to  a pin-point  a thou- 
sand miles  away  and  safely  home  again.  His 
life  and  the  lives  of  his  crew  mates  depend 
upon  the  lessons  he  learned  in  a few  short 
months.  Motion  pictures  played  a major  role 
in  his  air  force  training.  He  knows  how 
effective  they  can  be  in  the  teaching  of  a 
difficult  subject.  If  he  has  anything  to  do 
with  it,  teaching  efficiency  is  going  to  be 
stepped  up  with  audio-visual  tools  after  the 
war.” 

Canadian  Executives  Get 
Relief  on  Salaries 

OTTAWA — Executives  of  the  film  industry 
in  Canada  whose  salaries  have  been  frozen 
under  wartime  regulations  while  other  wage 
earners  in  lower  income  brackets  have  been 
able  to  secure  better  incomes  have  been  af- 
forded some  relief  under  new  amendments  of 
the  salaries  order.  The  changes,  now  ap- 
proved, have  made  the  order  more  flexible 
and  equitable. 

The  minister  of  national  revenue  has  been 
given  authority  to  permit  adjustment  in  sal- 
aries for  officials  who  supervise  employes 
who  have  received  general  increases  in  wage 
rates  to  the  end  that  an  unjust  situation 
has  arisen.  Provision  has  been  made  for 
salary  increases  for  those  whose  positions 
have  been  altered  since  salaries  were  frozen, 
even  where  there  has  been  no  formal  promo- 
tion for  the  individual. 


Rumford  Is  Re-Elected 

TORONTO — Mayor  Floyd  Rumford  of  For- 
est, Ont.,  owner  of  the  Kineto  in  Forest', 
Ont.,  has  again  been  returned  to  office  by 
acclamation.  Rumford  has  been  in  the  mayor’s 
chair  for  eight  years. 
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VANCOUVER 


Tvan  Ackery’s  mother  died  last  week  at  the 
A age  of  81. 

Donald  Crisp  spent  the  Christmas  holi- 
days in  Vancouver.  He  is  on  six  months’ 
leave  from  M-G-M  to  perform  wartime  duties 
for  the  Canadian  government.  He  plans  to 
buy  an  island  in  the  Gulf  on  which  to  re- 
tire. 

Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  is  proud 
of  the  980  employes  on  active  service  in  the 
armed  forces.  To  date,  40  are  reported  miss- 
ing or  killed  in  action  . . . Herb  Call,  Co- 
lumbia’s Calgary  manager,  spent  Christmas 
here. 

Tom  Cooke  is  back  again  at  the  Lux  after 
a two-month  stay  at  the  Rio  Theatre,  Vic- 
toria. Both  are  Gdeon  houses  ...  It  is  re- 
ported that  construction  of  a new  theatre  will 
begin  soon  in  West  Vancouver.  FPC  circuit 
is  said  to  be  interested  in  the  deal.  There 
is  a small  theatre  there  at  present,  owned 
•and  operated  by  Howard  Fletcher. 

Ira  Burger,  owner  of  the  Mirror  Theatre, 
Mirror,  Alb.,  died  last  week. 

The  Vogue  is  hitting  above  normal  on 
“This  Happy  Breed,”  an  Arthur  Rank  re- 
lease. Out  this  way  British  releases  are 
sound  boxoffice  bets  and  do  even  better  than 
some  top  Hollywood  releases.  All  they  lack 
so  far  is  the  right  kind  of  publicity. 

Two  aspiring  politicians  from  local  show 
business  were  left  at  the  post  by  voters.  They 
were  Howard  Fletcher,  Hollyburn  Theatre, 
who  ran  for  reeve  of  West  Vancouver,  and 
Stanley  Scanlon,  projectionist,  who  ran  for 
the  school  board  in  Vancouver. 

The  FPC  annual  Yule  party  held  at  Hotel 
Vancouver  December  22  was  a huge  success. 
The  FPC  boys,  Bearg,  Gow  and  Kershaw,  cer- 
tainly know  how  to  give  a party.  No  short- 
age of  refreshments  was  noticeable  despite 
lean  rations. 

Britain’s  Crown  film  unit  has  produced 
“Western  Approaches”  as  a tribute  to  the 
merchant  marine  of  the  United  Nations.  No 
professional  actor  was  hired  and  few  se- 
quences were  filmed  in  a professional  studio. 
The  background  is  the  Irish  Sea,  mid-At- 
lantic and  New  York  harbor.  No  release 
has  yet  been  set  for  it  . . . Lieut.-Comdr. 
John  D.  Garrard,  whose  most  recent  assign- 
ment was  on  the  naval  headquarters  staff  at 
Ottawa,  requested  active  service  again  and 
voluntarily  reverted  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant in  order  to  get  to  sea.  He  is  now  on 
a Canadian  destroyer.  Garrard  was  former- 
ly assistant  manager  at  the  Atlas  Theatre, 
Victoria. 


New  Mass  Is  Heard 

TORONTO — Music  for  the  high  mass,  com- 
posed by  Quentin  MacLean,  organist  of 
Shea’s  in  downtown  Toronto,  was  presented 
for  the  first  time  in  the  Holy  Rosary  church 
here  with  MacLean  at  the  console.  The  work 
has  been  described  as  an  important  musical 
contribution  to  sacred  compositions  and  high 
praise  has  been  accorded  the  composer. 


W THE  JACKPOT  WITH- 

WAHOO 

rfm&ucai  fyiM&il  Qam * 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 


331  South  Wabash  Avenue 


Chicago,  Illinois 


Columnis!  Turns  Poet 
To  Tease  Toronto 

TORONTO — Roly  Young,  film  reviewer  of 
the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail,  turned  poet  at 
the  year’s  end  and  composed  a number  of 
nursery  rhymes  dealing  with  figures  and  in- 
cidents of  the  Canadian  film  trade.  His 
verses  have  had  the  Toronto  film  colony  in 
a jovial  holiday  mood. 

Among  the  best  of  the  ditties  was  the  verse 
for  Paul  Nathanson,  head  of  Odeon  The- 
atres of  Canada,  who  had  recently  entered 
into  partnership  with  J.  Arthur  Rank  of 
England : 

Paul,  Paul,  the  Nathanson, 

Stdle  a march  and  away  he  run; 

They  say  he  ran  tow-vrd  the  bank 
Because  his  business  was  so  Rank! 

Another  verse  referred  to  President  J.  J. 
Fitzgibbons  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  who  is  called  “Father  Fitzgibbons,” 
the  name  given  to  the  role  of  priest  portrayed 
by  Barry  Fitzgerald  in  “Going  My  Way.” 
This  read: 

Father  Fitzgibbons,  come  home  with  me  now, 

The  clock  in  the  steeple  strikes  one; 

There's;  hardly  a movie  in  Canada  now 
That's  not  Famous  ...  or  Odeon! 

. Rivalry  between  Manager  Fred  Trebilcock 
of  Toronto’s  Shea’s  and  Manager  Tom  Daley 
of  the  Imperial  prompted  the  following: 

Who  killed  Fred  Trebilcock's  robin? 

“I,"  said  Tom  Daley.  "I  did  so  gaily, 

'Cause  I don’t  like  the  way 
That  customers  pay 
For  the  movies  they  play 
At  the  house  named  for  Shea!” 


MONTREAL 


TUfidnight  shows  welcomed  the  New  Year 
x in  Montreal’s  first  run  theatres  and 
some  of  the  neighborhood  houses.  All  were 
packed  and  tickets  were  sold  out  long  ahead 
of  time.  Despite  expenditures  on  Christmas 
gifts  there  appeared  to  be  a plethora  of  coin 
in  the  pockets  of  patrons,  which  augured 
well  for  a continuance  of  big  business  in  the 
cinemas.  Fans  are  eagerly  anticipating  ad- 
vent of  some  of  the  1945  films  of  which  they 
have  read  and  from  all  appearances  the  year 
is  likely  to  be  a memorable  one  in  local  mo- 
tion picture  history. 


Biggest  event  in  the  lives  of  Montreal’s 
juveniles,  apart  from  the  visit  of  Santa  Claus, 
was  the  revival  at  the  Imperial  of  "Snow 
White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs,”  almost  the 
only  picture  which  provincial  laws  permit  the 
youngsters  to  view.  The  Imperial  was  a 
lively,  place  during  the  holiday  week,  par- 
ticularly in  the  afternoons  when  enthusiastic 
little  chatterboxes,  many  of  whom  had  seen 
the  picture  before,  welcomed  the  reappear- 
ance of  their  favorites  amongst,  the  dwarfs. 

An  unusual  treat  for  music  lovers  drew 
them  in  crowds  to  His  Majesty’s  where  “Ad- 
ventures in  Music,”  a film  concert,  featur- 
ing Iturbi,  Feuermann,  the  Coolidge  string 
quartet  and  other  stars  was  given  a holiday 
run. 

Irving  Sourkes,  Montreal  manager  of  Mono- 
gram, is  proud  of  the  record  of  his  niece, 
Hilda  Galt,  whose  dance  revue  has  been  seen 
by  over  a quarter  million  members  of  the 
Canadian  armed  forces.  They  recently  put 
on  their  250th  performance,  with  a cast  of 
45,  featuring  dance  routines,  lavish  costum- 
ing, exceptional  lighting  and  technical  ef- 
fects. Despite  travel  restrictions  the  revue 
has  been  presented  at  camps  as  far  away 
from  Montreal  as  Kingston,  Ont.  . . . Mem- 
bers of  the  Canadian  merchant  marine  are 
featured  in  a National  Film  Board  picture 
entitled  “Men  and  Ships”  part  of  which  was 
filmed  at  St.  Margaret’s  sea  training  school. 


TORONTO 


TLJrs.  N.  L.  Nathanson  was  hostess  of  a de- 

A lightful  party  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel 
during  the  holidays  . . . A.  J.  Laurie,  Cana- 
dian sales  manager  for  Republic,  and  Mrs. 
Laurie  entertained  at  a private  party  at  the 
Royal  York.  Among  the  guests  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stan  Gosnell  and  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Dale  and  Sam  Marks. 

Jack  Arthur,  district  manager  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  has  been  nomi- 
nated to  the  chairmanship  of  the  entertain- 
ment committee  of  the  citizens  committee 
for  troops  in  training.  The  scope  of  the 
committee  was  recently  extended'  to  mili- 
tary hospitals  in  the  Toronto  district  as 
well  as  to  convalescent  centers. 

Bill  Reid  of  20th-Fox  has  received  the 
pleasant  word  that  his  son  William  jr.  is 
returning  to  Canada  on  special  leave  after 
performing  his  tour  of  operations  over  enemy 
territory  as  an  officer  of  the  RCAF  . . . Clare 
Appel,  director  of  advertising  for  Odeon 
Theatres  of  Canada,  spent  a week  in  Mon- 
treal on  business  . . . Ralph  Clark  is  back 
at  his  desk  in  Toronto  as  general  manager 
for  Warner  Bros.  Pictures  Distributing  Co. 
after  his  first  business  tour  of  the  Canadian 
west. 

Executives  of  FPC  are  diligently  working 
on  preparations  for  the  observance  of  the 
company’s  25th  anniversary  January  22, 
which  will  be  featured  by  special  programs 
in  theatres  and  the  formation  of  the  “25- 
Year  Club”  for  which  37  employes  qualify 
for  membership.  A banquet  will  be  held  in 
the  Royal  York  Hotel  here  January  23,  and 
a similar  function  is  scheduled  for  January 
30  at  the  Vancouver  Hotel,  Vancouver,  for 
the  western  division  of  the  circuit.  Mem- 
bers of  the  25-Year  Club  will  receive  either 
an  inscribed  gold  watch  or  a $100  Victory 
bond.  They  will  get  a jeweled  lapel  badge 
and  membership  certificate. 

Capt.  Russ  McKibbin,  former  manager  of 
the  Royal,  Guelph,  recently  was  reported  at 
Antwerp  serving  with  the  Canadian  corps. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  Famous  Players  man- 
agers to  enlist  for  overseas  service  back  in 
1939. 

Library  Film  Rentals 
Soaring  in  Toronto 

TORONTO — Another  indication  of  growing 
competition  for  Canadian  film  theatres  is 
found  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Kitchener, 
Ont.,  public  library  with  reference  to  its 
16mm  film  rental  department.  It  was  stated 
that  a definite  increase  in  film  bookings 
had  been  noted  by  library  officials,  a large 
demand  having  developed  among  fraternal 
societies  and  other  organizations  for  film 
programs  for  both  private  and  public  gath- 
erings. No  statistics  were  given  on  the  actual 
number  of  films  in  circulation  in  the  year- 
end  report. 

T.  R.  Tubman  Heads  MPTA 
Of  Eastern  Ontario 

OTTAWA — T.  R.  Tubman,  manager  of  the 
Capitol  and  eastern  Ontario  district  mana- 
ger of  Famous  Players,  was  elected  president 
of  the  eastern  Ontario  division  of  the  MPTA 
of  Ontario  at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  the 
Chateau  Laurier.  Tubman  succeeds  Steve 
McManus,  manager  of  the  Ottawa  Elgin. 
Morris  Berlin  of  the  Somerset,  Ottawa,  was 
elected  secretary,  succeeding  Isser  Singer- 
man  of  the  Imperial. 
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Toronto  Grosses  Steady 
Despite  Bad  Weather 

TORONTO — There  was  plenty  of  rough 
weather  during  the  holiday  season  tout  there 
were  -also  lineups  at  most  first  run  houses. 
The  leader  was  “Mrs.  Parkington”  at 
Loew’s  Yonge  Street.  “Our  Hearts  Were 
Young  and  Gay”  proved  popular  at  Shea’s 
which  gained  a large  share  of  family  pa- 
tronage. “Rainbow  Island”  at  the  Imperial 
attracted  nicely  as  did  “Tall  in  the  Saddle” 
at  both  the  Eglinton  and  Tivoli. 

(Average  is  100) 


Eglinton — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 110 

Imperial — Rainbow  Island  (Para).- 115 

Loew's — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M)..-- 145 

Shea's — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para)  130 

Tivoli — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 110 

Uptown — Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M); 

Nothing  But  Trouble  (M-G-M) 95 


"Kismet"  Is  Good  Family  Attraction 
In  Dull  Week  in  Calgary 

CALGARY  — With  little  snow  and  good 
clear  weather  folks  stayed  at  home  over  the 
Yuletide,  neglecting  the  theatres.  Boxoffices 
reported  fair  business  with  prospects  excel- 
lent for  the  New  Year  holiday  and  frolic 
shows.  Only  big  draw  was  Metro’s  beautifully 
colored,  “Kismet”  which  drew  a good  family 
trade  over  the  holiday. 


Capitol — Kismet  (M-G-M)  Good 

Grand — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) Fair 

Palace — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para)  Fair 


Holiday  Business  Is  15  Per  Cent 
Below  '43  in  Vancouver  Houses 

VANCOUVER — Theatre  attendance  perked 
up  some  last  week,  presaging  an  increase  in 
total  downtown  business.  All  theatres  have 
played  to  capacity  since  December  26.  Mid- 
night . shows  Christmas  Eve  were  a sellout 
but  Odeon  circuit  tried  them  again  on 
Christmas  night  and  business  was  very  slim. 
The  circuits  report  that  receipts  on  Christ- 
mas and  Boxing  day  were  approximately  15 
per  cent  below  1943. 

Beacon — Army  Wives  (Mono);  Melody  Lane 

(Rep),  plus  stage  show  Big 

Capitol — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox). Excellent 
Orpheum — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) ...  Good 
Plaza — Ever  Since  Venus  (Col);  Shadows  in 

the  Night  (Col)  Good 

Strand — Tail  in  the  Saddle  (RKO);  Henry 

Aldrich's  Little  Secret  (Para) Very  good 

Vogue — Happy  Breed  (British) Very  good 


"Kismet"  Finishes  Its  Third  Week 
With  Good  Montreal  Grosses 

MONTREAL  — Other  holiday  distractions 
had  an  unsettling  effect  on  attendance  at 
the  first  run  theatres  tout  nevertheless  the 
average  was  maintained.  “Kismet”  finished 
its  third  and  final  week  at  Loew’s  with  good 
houses.  “Laura”  was  moderately  successful 
at  the  Palace  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
“Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair,”  leader  of  the 
Capitol’s  double  bill.  “The  Sign  of  the 
Cross”  drew  big  weekend  houses  at  the  Prin- 
cess. “Madame  Veut  un  Enfant,”  the  French 
language  version  of  “The  Lady  Is  Willing,” 
finished  a second  week  at  the  Orpheum. 


Capitol — Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair 

(M-G-M)  Pretty  good 

Loew's — Kismet  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk Good 

Orpheum — Madame  Veut  un  Enfant  (WB), 

2nd  wk i Fair 

Palace — Laura  (20th-F)ox)  : Good 

Princess — The  Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para);  Dark 
Mountain  (Para)  Good 


"Blessed"  Musical  Director 

Dave  Snell  has  been  named  musical  di- 
rector on  Metro’s  “Twice  Blessed.” 


Featured  Role  in  "Hotel  Berlin" 

Paul  Andor  has  been  signed  for  a featured 
role  in  Warners’  “Hotel  Berlin.” 


OTTAWA 


Orippled  boys  and  girls  were  guests  of  the 
W Rotary  Club  in  Hull  for  a program  which 
included  a program  of  film  cartoons  pro- 
vided by  T.  R.  Tubman,  manager  of  the 
Capitol  here.  Tubman  also  staged  a morn- 
ing cartoon  show  at  the  Capitol  after  Christ- 
mas which  drew  a large  attendance. 

Julian  Roffman,  former  producer  of  the 
national  film  board  in  Ottawa  for  two  years 
and  now  serving  as  a film  correspondent 
for  the  board,  has  been  seriously  wounded 
by  mortar  fire  during  recent  heavy  action 
in  Europe.  With  Nicholas  C.  Read,  NFB 
cameraman,  he  had  covered  D-Day  opera- 
tions and  the  sweep  of  the  Canadian  corps 
across  France  and  into  Belgium  and  Hol- 
land. 

Peter  Sager,  25,  of  the  film  board  was  ad- 
mitted to  a local  hospital  suffering  from 
exposure  and  frostbite  after  being  found  in 
the  snow  along  the  Ottawa  River  during 
an  extremely  cold  spell.  He  was  believed 
to  have  lost  his  way  and  been  overcome  by 
the  cold. 

The  Ottawa  police  ban  on  midnight  shows 
was  lifted  during  the  holiday  season  under 
a provision  of  the  local  regulations  permit- 
ting late  performances  in  conjunction  with 
a legal  holiday.  The  Centre  made  a big  start 
with  the  local  engagement  of  “Hollywood 
Canteen”  with  a midnight  preview  of  this 
picture  . . . For  two  mornings  during  Christ- 
mas week,  the  Biltmore  at  Kingston,  Ont., 
staged  a special  show  for  juveniles  topped 
by  the  cartoon  feature,  “The  Reluctant 
Dragon.” 

The  Ottawa  Women’s  Canadian  Club  has 

set  aside  $200  from  its  war  charities  fund 
for  the  purchase  of  theatre  tickets  to  be 
presented  to  local  men  in  the  armed  services 
including  those  who  have  returned  from 
overseas.  The  club  also  reported  the  hold- 
ing of  parties  in  its  tearoom  in  the  Capitol 
Theatre  for  repatriated  members  of  the  RCAF. 

Tub  Thumpers  Charter 
Seven  More  Units 

(From  New  England  Edition) 

BOSTON — Eight  chapters  or  “tubs”  of  the 
Tub  Thumpers  of  America,  recently  organ- 
ized association  of  publicity  and  public  rela- 
tions men  and  women,  have  now  been  char- 
tered. 

In  addition  to  the  parent  Tub  No.  1 in 
Boston,  charters  now  have  been  granted  to 
tubs  in  Portland,  New  York,  Chicago,  Los 
Angeles,  Philadelphia,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and 
Lowell. 

Under  the  new  bylaws  of  the  organization 
50  charter  members  are  required  in  any  city 
before  a charter  is  granted.  Annual  dues  of 
$5  each  have  been  assessed  for  charter  mem- 
bers. After  the  charter  closes  an  initiation 
fee  will  be  charged. 

Started  toy  the  motion  picture  publicists, 
with  Harry  Browning  of  the  M&P  Theatres 
as  chief  tub  thumper,  the  organization  has 
grown  rapidly  to  embrace  all  lines  of  pub- 
licity and  public  relations  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, feature  writers  and  specially  as- 
signed newspaper  men  and  women. 

Each  tub  to  be  formed  in  the  future  must 
pay  $1  per  member  to  the  national  organi- 
zation. As  one  of  the  first  steps  of  the  Bos- 
ton tub,  a testimonial  dinner  is  to  be  given 
for  Charlie  Howard,  veteran  critic  of  the 
Boston  Globe,  dean  of  dramatic  and  motion 
picture  editors.  Suitable  induction  cere- 
monies for  members  are  being  arranged  and 
a copyright  on  the  name  has  been  applied 
for. 


Grenade  Bias!  Victim 


Buried  at  Montreal 


MONTREAL — Funeral  services  were  held 
recently  for  Trooper  Sammy  Makarios,  19, 
the  eldest  son  of  Frank 
",  Makarios,  manager  of  the 
Empress  Theatre,  Mont- 
real, who  was  accidental- 
ly killed  by  premature 
explosion  of  a hand  gren- 
ade while  on  range  prac- 
tice with  his  unit  on  the 
west  coast.  This  marked 
the  first  loss  in  the 
armed  services  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Confedera- 
tion Amusement  Co.  em- 
ployes. The  comnany  has 
five  theatres  in  its  chain, 
and  of  140  odd  employes 
at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  42  had  vol- 
unteered for  service  anywhere  in  the  world. 


SAMMY  MAKARIOS 


The  loss  was  singularly  unfortunate,  as 
only  last  month  E.  N.  Tabah,  general  man- 
ager of  the  company,  had  at  a company 
gathering  praised  the  war  effort  of  the  em- 
ployes and  noted  that  the  firm  was  fortunate 
inasmuch  as  their  enlisted  men  had  to  that 
date  suffered  no  loss  or  injuries. 


Ken  Craig  Is  the  Winner 
In  Bond  Campaign 

TORONTO — Ken  Craig,  manager  of  the 
Capitol  at  St.  Catharines,  won  first  prize 
in  Ontario  for  the  theatre  managers’  ex- 
ploitation contest  for  the  recent  Canadian 
Seventh  Victory  Loan  campaign.  Second 
prize  went  to  Walter  Helm,  manager  of  the 
Avon  at  Stratford  and  third  Ontario  prize- 
winner was  J.  C.  Musclow  of  the  Strand, 
Tillsonburg.  The  prizes  ranged  from  $50  to 
$10  in  war  bonds  or  certificates. 


Buys  "Confidential  Agent" 

Warners  has  purchased  “Confidential 
Agent,”  a mystery-adventure  novel  by  Gra- 
ham Greene. 


“Heart"  to  Star  Allan  Jones 

Universal’s  “Have  a Heart”  will  star  Allan 
Jones. 


Have  You  Heard 
Anything  Lately? 

Tell  us  what  you 
know  of  new  hap- 
penings in  your 
community — about 
yourself  and  oth- 
ers in  the  indus- 
try. Write  it.  Put 
in  all  the  details. 

Do  it  today. 

Send  it  ini 

Address 

BOXOFFICE 

825  Van  Brunt  Blvd. 
Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


Do  it  often! 
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U.  S.  Racing  Ban  Starts  Move  to  buy 
A Rundown  Canadian  Track 


TORONTO — Simon  Meretsky,  theatre  mag- 
nate of  Windsor,  Ont.,  figured  prominently 
in  international  news  following  the  order 
from  Washington  which  prohibited  horse 
racing  on  American  tracks  on  and  after 
January  3. 

Meretsky  is  not  interested  in  the  turf  any 
more  than  the  average  sport  enthusiast  but 
he  does  own  the  unused  Devonshire  race 
track  at  Windsor  which  he  had  bought  four 
years  ago  for  its  real  estate  value.  What 
happened  was  that  Detroit  interests  sud- 
denly showed  interest  in  Devonshire  park  on 
the  Canadian  side  in  view  of  the  ban  on 
racing  in  the  Detroit  area,  even  though  the 
Devonshire  grandstand  had  been  destroyed 
by  fire  back  in  1930.  It  was  brought  out  that 
the  track  itself  and  stables  could  be  bought 
at  a reasonable  price,  if  someone  wanted  the 
property. 

With  the  prospect  that  racing  might  be 
switched  from  Detroit  to  Windsor,  Washing- 
ton spoke  again  with  the  warning  that  an 
order  would  be  issued  to  prohibit  the  trans- 
portation of  horses  except  to  home  stables 
and  that  the  government  would  not  counte- 
nance the  shipping  of  equines  outside  the 
country  for  a continuance  of  racing.  In  the 
meantime,  Meretsky  apparently  continued  to 
hold  the  track. 

The  Canadian  government  has  not  issued 
a similar  prohibitory  order  affecting  Cana- 
dian tracks  but  the  turf  season  here  does 
not  open  until  May. 


A Tactful  Reminder 

From  Southern  Edition) 

SAN  ANTONIO — A sign  on  the  wall  of 
Azteca  Film  Exchange  reads:  “Something 
I will  never  hear  . . . An  exhibitor  offering 
to  pay  more  for  a picture  because  it  made 
him  money.” 


Gets  Megging  Chore  on  "Time" 

Fred  De  Cordova  has  been  given  the  meg- 
ging chore  on  Warners’  “The  Time  Between.” 


ST.  JOHN 

The  Yarmouth  Theatre  & Amusement  Co. 

operating  the  Capitol  and  Strand  in  Yar- 
mouth donated  $1,000  to  the  Yarmouth  hos- 
pital . . . “Going  My  Way”  did  below  par 
business  at  the  Mayfair,  St.  John,  for  a 
three-day  second  run.  While  St.  John  was 
not  expected  to  respond  to  this  picture  like 
the  great  bulk  of  towns  because  of  local 
conditions,  the  slump  was  unexpected.  Pic- 
tures with  no  advance  reputation  have  done 
far  better  business. 

It  is  not  likely  that  the  record  of  the  Chase 
family  as  projectionists  is  surpassed  in  Can- 
ada . . . Les  Sprague,  Fairville  Gaiety  and 
St.  George  Capitol,  is  head  of  the  ser- 
geants’ mess  in  the  reserve  army  at  St.  John. 
He  is  a sergeant-major  in  the  searchlight 
unit. 

Some  exhibitors  have  girls  as  “guests”  in 
projection  booths.  IATSE  & MPO  still  are 
frowning  on  use  of  women  as  apprentices 
in  the  booths  but  the  “guests”  just  look 
around  and  study  the  layout. 

George  Heiber,  manager  of  the  local  ex- 
change of  United  Artists,  has  been  named 
a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Shaari 
Zedek  synagogue  at  St.  John.  The  outgoing 
president  was  Mitchell  Bernstein,  partner  in 
B&L  Theatres. 


Canada's  Youngest  City 
Boasts  Three  Theatres 

OTTAWA — On  January  1 Cornwall  became 
the  23rd  incorporated  city  in  Ontario  and 
Canada’s  youngest  city.  With  an  official 
population  of  16,000  the  “factory  town”  boasts 
three  theatres,  the  Palace  and  Capitol,  oper- 
ated by  C.  G.  Markell  in  conjunction  with 
Famous  Players,  and  the  Roxy,  operated  by 
Sam  Fingold  as  an  Odeon  unit. 

Plans  have  been  laid  by  Marked  to  erect 
another  theatre  in  Cornwall  after  the  war. 
Incidentally,  Fingold  is  credited  with  having 
erected  the  last  theatre  in  the  Dominion  be- 
fore the  government  clamped  a ban  on 
civilian  construction  for  the  duration.  In 
fact,  Fingold  barely  completed  the  Roxy 
before  the  cease  order  emanated  from  Ot- 
tawa. 

Seeking  Some  Sense 
In  Hub  Censorship 

(From  New  England  Edition) 

BOSTON — In  Boston,  you  can’t  do  it.  You 
can’t  show  “Waterloo  Bridge”  without  in- 
numerable deletions,  you  can’t  buy  a copy 
of  the  best  seder,  “Forever  Amber,”  and  you 
can’t  see  many  of  the  current  vaudeville 
shows.  The  reason  is  Boston  censorship, 
which  recently  has  received  much  criticism. 

At  present,  Bostonians  are  trying  to  im- 
prove the  censorship  and  bring  about  some 
change  whereby  censoring  will  be  done  with 
less  confusion  and  less  contradiction.  Ber- 
nard DeVoto,  author  and  editor,  declared 
recently  that  there  are  three  types  of  cen- 
sorship operating  in  Boston.  Besides  the 
official  censorship  board  which  operates 
under  a statute  on  obscenity,  there  are  two 
unofficial  organizations,  the  booksellers  com- 
mittee and  the  individual  booksellers.  He 
said  that  action  in  the  case  of  some  banned 
books  is  not  taken  through  official  channels. 

Questions  are  constantly  being  asked  by 
the  Boston  theatre  and  night  club  patrons 
about  the  peculiarities  of  censorship.  In  some 
cases  a line  has  been  censored  in  one  the- 
atre but  passed  in  another  show  without 
any  logical  explanation. 

Show  people  new  to  Boston  object  to  hav- 
ing their  material  censored  after  the  first 
appearance  rather  than  before  the  show. 
They  argue  that  between  the  end  of  the  first 
and  beginning  of  the  second  show  they  are 
forced  to  reorganize  their  entire  script.  Mo- 
tion picture  producers  also  are  never  sure 
what  will  and  what  will  not  pass  the  Boston 
censorship  because  of  the  confusion  and 
obvious  lack  of  logic. 

Startled  Boy  Learns  How 
Japanese  Gun  Sounds 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

PITTSBURGH — A boy  stepped  up  to  a 
Japanese  machine  gun,  which  was  on  dis- 
play to  help  spur  war  bond  sales  at  the 
Etna-Harris,  a Warner  circuit  theatre.  He 
pulled  the  trigger,  'a  thundering  explosion 
resulted  and  a bullet  ripped  through  a 
nearby  door.  The  frightened  youth  raced 
away. 

Theatre  attaches  assumed  that  somebody 
had  placed  a live  cartridge  in  the  gun.  The 
spent  bullet  was  taken  home  as  a souvenir 
by  Mrs.  Delphine  Horn  of  Allison  Park, 
whose  husband  is  in  the  army.  She  was  in 
the  lobby  when  the  youngster  stopped  to 
“operate”  the  Jap  machine  gun. 


Priority  Disputes  Go 
To  War  Board  Aide 

MONTREAL — If  there  are  any  further  ar- 
guments between  the  United  Amusements 
Corp.  and  Kent  Theatres,  Ltd.,  concerning 
the  priority  of  certain  firms,  they  will  have 
to  be  settled  by  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade 
Board  and  not  by  the  superior  court,  the 
court  of  appeals  ruled. 

Kent  Theatres  has  sought  an  injunction 
to  restrain  United  from  obtaining  priority  on 
certain  films  over  the  Kent.  United  then 
contended  that  the  superior  court  had  no 
power  to  change  or  vary  the  terms  of  a 
contract,  claiming  that  a judgment  of  the 
privy  council  laid  down  the  principle  that 
in  war,  “the  legislative  authority  of  the 
Dominion  may  displace  the  authority  of  the 
province  on  matters  in  which  the  provinces 
should  otherwise  have  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
and  that  order-in-council  No.  8,528  of  No- 
vember 1,  1941,  made  under  the  war  meas- 
ures act,  vested  the  power  and  authority  to 
determine  the  terms  and  conditions  under 
which  moving  picture  films  might  be  rented, 
supplied  or  disposed  to  the  Wartime  Prices 
and  Trade  Board. 

As  a result  the  war  board’s  administrator 
of  services  will  determine  where  films  will  be 
given  first  showing. 

The  Returning  GIs  Present 
Challenge  to  Industry 

(From  Eastern  Edition) 

The  motion  picture  industry,  more  than 
any  other,  will  have  to  make  special  effort 
to  adjust  itself  to  the  returning  service  men, 
according  to  Dr.  Theodore  R.  Sarbin,  indus- 
trial psychologist,  who  recently  addressed  the 
manufacturing  and  industrial  section  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Since  the  industry  deals  primarily  with  the 
projection  of  personalities,  the  psychologist 
stated,  it  will  have  to  prepare  a sound  and 
constructive  plan  for  adjusting  to  personal- 
ity changes  wrought  by  the  emotional  ex- 
periences of  war.  It  must  realize  that  the 
returning  players  and  production  men  who 
have  been  through  battle  will  not  be  in  a 
position  to  take  up  right  where  they  left  off. 

These  veterans  and  the  jobs  they  left 
must  be  analyzed  in  order  to  make  certain 
that  each  man  is  placed  in  the  spot  where 
he  is  best  fitted.  The  returning  soldiers’ 
ideas  must  be  treated  with  tolerance  and 
understanding,  or,  Dr.  Sarbin  predicts,  Holly- 
wood will  be  faced  with  more  temperament 
than  ever  before. 

Atlas  Acquires  Interest 
In  French  Radio  Group 

(From  Eastern  Edition) 

NEW  YORK— Atlas  Corporation  of  which 
Floyd  Odium  is  head,  has  gone  into  the  for- 
eign radio  and  television  field  by  acquiring 
the  principal  interest  in  a .syndicate  which 
owns  a station  at  Tangier,  North  Africa, 
and  has  plans  for  expansion  in  Martinique, 
French  Guiana,  Guadalupe,  the  Antilles,  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon,  in  French  territories  in 
India,  at  Madagascar  and  Reunion  Islands, 
at  Clipperton  Island,  and  at  New  Caledonia 
and  other  oceanic  settlements. 

This  comes  close  to  being  a world-girdling 
circuit  in  a variety  of  strategic  spots.  The 
stations  will  be  used  for  wireless  communica- 
tion, facsimile  transmissions,  broadcasting 
and  television. 

Charles  Miohelson  of  Paris  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  group  for  many  years.  The 
French  government  controls  the  voting 
shares  in  the  company, 
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ANOTHER  CONTRIBUTION  TO  A BETTER  WAY  OF  LIFE  by 


™ ’'Trademark— Pronounced  VEL-LON 


^ LISTEN  TO  THE  VOICE  OF  FIRESTONE  MONDAY  EVENINGS  OVER  NBC 


SEE  IT  at  your  favorite  theatre,” 
say  the  moving  picture  ads.  But 
what  makes  a theatre  a “favorite”? 

One  thing  is  bright,  cheerful,  in- 
viting interior  decoration  that  at- 
tracts the  crowds. 

And  you  can  have  that  kind  of 
interior,  easily.  You  can  make  your 
place  a “show  place” — the  talk  of 
the  town,  with  Velon — Firestone’s 
new  wonder  fabric,  the  completely 
new,  utterly  different  kind  of  up- 
holstery material. 

With  Velon  any  color  is  prac- 
tical. It  always  comes  back  new- 
clean,  fresh  and  bright  at  the  merest 
wipe  with  a damp  cloth  or  with 
cleaning  fluid.  Forget  constant 
brushing  and  vacuum  cleaning. 


Dust  can’t  cling  to  Velon.  Grease 
won’t  hold.  Water  won’t  absorb.  It 
never  becomes  musty  or  smelly.  And 
it’s  safe,  non-inflammable. 

Upkeep  costs  drop  right  out  of 
the  picture,  too.  Velon  is  virtually 
everlasting.  That’s  been  proved  by 
years  of  the  hardest  imaginable  use 
— in  the  upholstery  of  thousands  of 
car,  bus,  train  and  cab  seats.  Not 
one  of  these  has  lost  its  original, 
colorful,  bright  new  beauty. 

All  the  Velon  Firestone  can  make 
now  is  going  to  the  armed  forces. 
But  be  sure  to  include  Velon  in 
your  postwar  redecorating  plans. 

For  completely  modern  seating 
use  Foamex  cushioning,  Firestone’s 
rubber  latex  foam. 


Your  Biggest 
"Forthcoming 
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Cooperation  Pays  Off! 


Prompt  redesigning  of  projector  carbons  to  war- 
time needs  became  essential,  after  Pearl  Harbor.  Long 
years  of  research  and  manufacturing  experience  en- 
abled National  Carbon  Company  not  only  to  make 
the  needed  changes  at  once,  but  also  to  produce 
"National”  carbons  that  gave  virtually  the  same 
screen  brilliance  as  before. 

Aiding  us  was  the  welcome  technical  cooperation 
of  exhibitor,  projectionist,  and  lamp  manufacturer. 
Throughout  the  many  months  of  war,  this  coopera- 
tion has  "paid  off”  for  all  concerned. 

Of  special  importance  is  the  "dividend”  paid  off 
to  the  war  effort  by  the  enormous  quantities  of  cop- 
per saved  through  recovery  of  copper  drippings  and 
stripping  of  copper  from  carbon  stubs. 

Because  of  all  these  cooperative  efforts,  patrons 
have  overflowed  theaters  everywhere  for  the  benefi- 
cial relaxation  of  good  movies. 

Keep  Your  Eye  on  the  Infantry . . . 

the  Doughboy  Does  It! 

The  registered  trade-mark  "National”  distinguishes  products 
of  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY, 


U nit  of  U nion  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 


General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 
Division  Sales  Offices:  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Dallas,  Kansas  City,  New  York, 

San  Francisco 
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Tomorrow’s  Added  Attraction 
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Tomorrow's  movie-goers  will  choose 
the  theatres  that  offer  Modern  Air  Con- 
ditioning as  an  added  attraction  to  good 
entertainment.  They  want  comfort,  so 
that  their  enjoyment  of  the  perform- 
ance will  be  complete. 

The  theatre  business  was  among  the 
first  to  recognize  the  patron-pulling 
power  of  air  conditioning.  Thousands 
of  theatres  have  been  air-conditioned. 
The  owners  of  a large  percentage  of 
these  recognize  the  need  for  moderniza- 
tion of  their  systems.  The  owners  of 
thousands  of  others,  who  lack  air  con- 
ditioning, recognize  its  business  essen- 


tiality. That’s  why  most  theatre  postwar 
plans  include  Modern  Air  Conditioning. 

Modern  Air  Conditioning  means 
Westinghouse— and  its  years  of  pioneer- 
ing research  and  engineering  experience. 

For  essential  war  uses  in  factories, 
hospitals,  airports,  military  bases,  etc., 
Westinghouse  Air  Conditioning  and 
Industrial  Refrigeration  Equipment  is 
available  today. 

For  executives,  architects  and  engi- 
neers now  planning  postwar  building 
and  modernizing,  dependable  data  and 
competent  application  engineering  as- 
sistance are  ready. 


Phone  your  nearest  Westinghouse 
office,  or  write  on  your  letterhead  to 
Westinghouse  Electric  Elevator  Com- 
pany, 1 50  Pacific  Avenue,  Jersey  City  4, 
New  Jersey,  for  your  copy  of  a new 
booklet,  "How  To  Plan  Your  Postwar 
Air  Conditioning  Today.” 


HERMETICALLY-SEALED 
FOR  DEPENDABILITY 

Westinghouse  pioneered  the  Hermeti- 
cally-Sealed Compressor.  Hermetically- 
sealed  means  light  weight  • small 
size  ■ low  maintenance  and  operating 
costs  • high  efficiency  • long  life. 
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Shall  We  Build  or  Will 
Remodeling  Suliice? 


The  question  undoubtedly  poses  one  of  the  most  pertinent  postwar 
problems  confronting  theatre  owners  at  this  time.  And  it  certainly  gives  rise 
to  the  need  for  some  rational  thinking  — and  planning. 


The  Lady  Manages — and  Does 
a Bang-Up  Job  of  It! 12 


Architectural  Prelims  to 

Profitable  Theatre  Planning 14 

by  Ansel  M.  Moore 
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The  right  answer  is  not  to  be  found  in  personal  opinion;  nor  is  it  likely 
to  be  arrived  at  by  lastminute  calculations  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

Now,  therefore,  is  the  time  for  every  owner  and  operator  of  a theatre 
plant  to  calmly  analyze  the  condition  and  appearance  of  his  property,  its 
size  and  situation  respecting  the  future  entertainment  needs  of  the  commu- 
nity; and  whether,  as  well  as  to  what  extent,  it  is  allergic  to  competition. 

Such  deliberation  aided  and  abetted  from  the  beginning  by  the  counsel 
of  a competent  theatre  architect  will  bring  forth  the  correct  answer.  Whether 
to  remodel  the  old  structure,  tear  it  down  and  rebuild  it  on  the  same  site  or 
abandon  it  entirely  for  a new  and  better  location,  and  finally  to  determine 
the  costs  involved,  are  considerations  that  call  for  architectural  service. 


Plan  Publicity  Provides 
That  Ounce  of  Prevention 19 

■¥ 


That  the  future  will  demand  finer  theatres  everywhere  is  beyond  ques- 
tion. A higher  standard  of  House  Appeal  is  being  set  even  now  by  our  fore- 
sighted  theatre  builders. 


Interior  Decoration  Gives 

Accent  to  Good  Architecture 20 

by  Hanns  R.  Teichert 
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Become  More  Vital  Daily 22 
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It  is  questionable,  however,  that  many  more  theatres  than  now  exist 
are  needed.  Over-seating  is  the  danger.  It  can  be  avoided  only  if  the  pres- 
ent tenancy  will  take  steps  to  strengthen  its  franchises  by  planning  needed 
improvements  or  new  buildings  now  and  proclaiming  its  VE-Day  intentions 
publicly. 

Many  exhibitors,  of  course,  do  not  own  the  real  estate  that  houses  their 
patronage.  But  lessees  should  be  concerned  nonetheless  with  our  industry's 
most  intimate  postwar  reconversion  problem  — theatre  construction.  The 
"landlords,"  too,  have  a considerable  stake  in  the  proceedings;  hence  the 
mutuality  of  interests  in  the  question  "to  build  or  not  to  build"  is  quite  evi- 
dent. 

Regardless  of  the  final  decision  — build  new  or  remodel  — the  owner 
and/or  lessee  of  the  building  should  study  and  plan  carefully  for  the  addition 
of  extra-income  bearing  enterprises  to  the  project.  The  one-purpose  theatre 
building,  unless  readily  convertible,  has  long  been  considered  a rather  poor 
risk  in  financial  circles. 

May  we  now  wish  you  all  a week-late  Happy  New 
Year,  good  health  and  happiness,  and  an  early  op- 
portunity to  put  all  your  postwar  plans  into  execution. 


ULi  orn  f-^roiectd 

early  big  building  boom 


URPRISING  as  it  may  seem,  some 
theatres  are  being  built  at  present  despite 
war.  priorities  and  restrictions.  They  have 
been  proved  essential  to  the  public  life  in 
their  communities,  and  their  construction 
has  proceeded  in  spite  of  more  hardships 
than  can  be  enumerated  here.  But  you 
know  them,  if  you  have  tried  to  gain  W.P.B. 
approval,  or  have  tried  even  to  make  minor 
improvements  in  your  property  — only 
they’re  manifold  in  the  case  of  all  new  con- 
struction or  complete  rehabilitation  of  old 
or  damaged  property. 

It  would  seem  that  those  who  have  at- 
tempted and  eventually  completed  con- 
struction in  these  days  are  hardy  souls  in- 
deed. However,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
there  would  be  a great  deal  more  present 
construction  if  approval  were  a bit  easier  to 
obtain  or  if  material  and  manpower  short- 
ages didn’t  also  make  the  task  almost  im- 
possible. Now  they’ve  tightened  up  even 
more  than  a few  months  ago. 

Toeing  the  Mark 

The  fact  is:  There  is  a building  boom 
building  up  in  the  theatre  industry.  We  are 
aware  of  hundreds  of  new  theatre  projects 
or  complete  remodeling  jobs  now  planned 
so  completely  that  they  will  be  ready  to  roll 
immediately  when  restrictions  have  been 
removed.  Other  projects  of  a similar  na- 
ture, though  not  yet  planned,  will  result 
either  from  competition  or  a desire  to  keep 
up  with  the  Joneses. 


by  HELEN  KENT 


At  any  rate,  it  now  appears  most  cer- 
tion  that  the  industry  will  see  a lot  of 
action  immediately  after  the  war.  Even 
now,  activity  is  going  on  which  guarantees 
a new  outlook  for  most  of  the  theatre  op- 
erating industry.  All  the  plans,  designs 
and  specifications  reposing  on  the  draw- 
ing boards  and  in  the  minds  of  our  many 
outstanding  theatre  architects  indicate 
that  the  boom  will  be  quite  general  and 
nation-wide. 

In  the  thought  that  perhaps  from  the 
few  we  can  learn  something  about  the 
many,  it  is  interesting  to  study  the  present 
theatres  being  constructed  today.  Un- 
doubtedly, design  trends  can  be  noted  in 
present  construction,  although  it  is  hardly 
right  to  cite  today’s  theatres  as  examples 
of  the  trend  in  equipments,  construction 
materials  or  furnishings.  Nevertheless, 
their  very  existence  is  worthy  of  high  com- 
pliment because  beauty  and  efficiency  of 
war-born  theatres  was  gained  the  hard 
way. 

It  is  particularly  noteworthy  also  that 
this  present  crop  of  theatres  is  not  in  any 
sense  of  the  word  makeshift  or  temporary. 
Fortunately,  we  have  had  little  of  the  “de- 
fense housing”  which  is  to  serve  only  dur- 
ing the  emergency  and  then  be  abandoned 
after  the  war  either  to  ruin  or  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  unscrupulous  operators.  Any 
theatres  which  have  been  or  are  being  built 
during  this  war  are  of  finest  construction, 
with  equipment  and  furnishings  that  are 
the  best  available.  War-time  construction 


presage  an 

and  furnishing  has  been  expensive  in  more 
ways  than  one,  and  we  may  be  thankful 
for  this  reason  that  it  is  good  enough  to 
endure. 

A Project  Completed 

As  an  outstanding  example  of  a theatre 
project  completed  in  1944,  we  have  the 
Sterling  Theatre  in  Sterling,  Illinois,  which 
opened  September  28th.  The  old  Sterling 
Theatre,  on  the  site  of  which  the  new  one 
has  arisen,  was  burned  to  the  ground  on 
July  9,  1943.  Immediately  thereafter,  the 
owners,  C.  J.  Kontos  and  Franklin  Ford, 
set  about  securing  permission  and  priori- 
ties to  rebuild  in  order  to  fill  a great  need 
in  their  enterprising  city. 

As  their  local  press  put  it,  “it  was  the 
idea  of  Messrs.  Kontos  and  Ford  to  give 
Sterling,  Rock  Falls  and  surrounding  ter- 
ritory a picture  house  second  to  nothing  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  Realizing  the  neces- 
sity for  a modern  place  of  amusement,  the 
two  men  left  nothing  undone  to  obtain 
priorities  from  the  government.  Time  after 
time,  they  seemed  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment, but  they  never  ceased  their  efforts.” 

The  entire  community  of  Sterling  reg- 
istered its  interest  in  the  new  theatre  as 
it  was  being  planned.  Other  business  in- 
terests were  most  helpful  in  their  support 
and  it  was  obvious  that  the  town  needed  a 
new  amusement  place  to  replace  the  old 
one  very  much.  Meetings  were  held  and 
letters  were  written  which  proved  greatly 
helpful  to  the  owners  in  securing  priori- 
ties and  materials. 

An  architect,  John  R.  McLane  of  Dixon, 
Illinois,  was  commissioned  to  design  the 
project  almost  immediately  after  the  fire, 
in  order  that  the  owners  might  have  some- 
thing concrete  to  present  to  the  authorities 
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The  new  Sterling  Theatre  in  Sterling.  Illinois, 
offers  a smart  prediction  of  what's  to  come  in 
new  theatre  building  of  the  early  postwar 
period.  Built  on  the  site  of  the  old  theatre  of 
the  same  name  which  burned  to  the  ground  in 
1943,  the  new  house  "jumped  the  gun"  on 
building  by  overcoming  priorities  and  shortages 
and  was  opened  in  September  of  '44. 


in  their  quest  for  permission  and  priorities. 
Obviously,  the  architectural  designs  and 
plans  were  of  a type  which  appealed  to 
W.P.B. , and  the  project  proceeded  on  De- 
cember 15,  1943  — although  not  without 
further  trials  and  tribulations. 

The  new  Sterling  Theatre  is  indeed  one 


IDENTIFICATION 
(Sterling  Theatre,  Sterling,  111.) 

ARCHITECT:  John  R.  McLane 
DECORATOR:  Corporon  Decorating  Co. 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR:  Kinnare  Corp. 

GENERAL  FURNISHINGS:  National  Theatre  Supply 
GLASS:  Libbey-Owens-Ford  Glass  Co.,  through 

Cadillac  Glass  Co. 

PROJECTION  & SOUND:  Motiograph 
SEATS:  General  Chair  Co. 

SOUND  CONTRACTOR:  Altec  Service  Corp. 
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of  the  newest  and  most  modern  in  north- 
ern Illinois.  The  size  and  seating  capacity 
were  increased  over  the  former  theatre  by 
elimination  in  the  building  of  stores  which 
formerly  were  along  one  side.  In  the  new 
building  this  space  was  utilized  in  provid- 
ing a modern  foyer  in  which  patrons  may 
await  seats  or  meet  others.  It  contains  a 
comfortably  seated  “standee  area.”  The 
auditorium  now  seats  1,020  and  the  in- 
creased seating  capacity  was  made  pos- 
sible by  increasing  the  length  of  the  room 
by  14  feet. 

Patterned  Postwar 

The  exterior  of  the  theatre  building  is 
most  impressive  and  of  a design  and  finish 
that  can  well  be  termed  “postwar.”  In 
construction,  it  is  of  cream-colored  brick 
with  a glass  base  and  trim  of  cadet  blue. 
At  the  corner,  facing  two  main  streets  of 
the  town  a large  tower  effect  is  attained. 
It  is  between  40  and  50  feet  in  height,  36 
feet  in  length  and  20  feet  wide.  The  tower 


Frontispiece 

Architecture:  Mother  Nature  pro- 
vided the  incentive  to  modern  theatre 
planning  in  this  instance.  Indeed, 
“she”  supplied,  as  well  as  the  motive, 
much  of  the  material  for  this  mam- 
moth open-air  theatre  in  the  Rockies. 
. . . The  recently  completed  (five  years 
in  process)  Red  Rock  Amphitheatre 
near  Denver,  Colorado,  was  designed 
and  wrought  by  Architect  Burnham 
Hoyt  for  the  City  of  Denver.  . . . 
Flanked  by  two  huge  red  boulders, 
which  create  a phenomenon  of  natural 
acoustical  efficiency,  the  auditorium 
seats  9,000  patrons.  A retractible  pro- 
jection room  rises  automatically  from 
near  the  center  of  the  auditorium  for 
the  presentation  of  motion  pictures  on 
a screen  that  rises  and  disappears  un- 
der the  huge  stage.  The  operating 
equipment  of  the  Amphitheatre  is 
stored  completely  underground,  where 
three  spacious  floors  provide  offices 
and  dressing  rooms  as  well  as  storage 
for  stage  scenery  and  all  movable 
equipment.  There  is  also  an  elevating 
orchestra  pit  for  120  musicians.  (Photo 
by  Hedrich-Blessing  Studio,  Chicago.) 


A refashioning  project  which  is  to  get  under 
way  shortly  is  the  new  Peacock  Theatre  in 
LaSalle.  Illinois.  Using  as  a basis  the  large 
building  which  formerly  housed  a ballroom,  a 
somewhat  palatial  theatre  has  been  designed 
which  will  include  the  most  modern  techniques 
and  finishes.  This  treatment  too  portends  a 
coming  trend  in  rehabilitation  of  old  properties. 

is  constructed  of  opaque  glass  and  is  flood- 
lighted from  inside  to  give  the  appearance 
of  a solid  sheet  of  white  or  colored  beauty. 

A marquee  extends  nine  feet  on  one  side 
and  seven  feet  across  the  other  side  of  the 
building.  It  also  is  of  glass  with  flush  type 
lights,  and  is  of  a rather  unusual  design. 
The  theatre’s  name  sign  is  located  atop  the 
marquee  where  it  is  effectively  silhouetted 
by  the  brilliant  glass  tower.  Striking  show- 
cases for  display  are  set  into  both  sides  of 
the  corner  and  the  boxoffice  occupies  the 
other  side  of  the  entrance  doors.  It  is  so 
fitted  that  it  may  serve  patrons  either  out- 
doors or  inside  the  lobby. 

Equally  modern  and  impressive  is  the 
interim  of  the  new  Sterling  Theatre  where 
everything  was  provided  for  the  comfort 
and  pleasure  of  patrons.  The  house  is 
completely  air  conditioned  and  seats  are 


upholstered  and  of  the  latest  type  avail- 
able. Acoustical  treatment  in  the  audi- 
torium is  decorative  as  well  as  efficient. 
All  mechanical  equipment  in  the  projec- 
tion booth  and  other  parts  of  the  house 
is  the  finest  obtainable.  The  new  Sterling 
Theatre  is  by  all  standards  a worthy 
achievement  in  war-time  planning  and  a 
fine  indication  of  what  we  may  expect  in 
the  future. 

Planned  and  Ready 

Also  predictive  is  another  Illinois  proj- 
ect which  is  not  yet  in  construction  but 
which  is  all  set  and  scheduled  to  begin  no 
later  than  February  1st  of  this  year.  It  is 
to  be  opened  by  next  August  1st  if  all  goes 
well.  This  too  is  an  interesting  case  of 
(Continued  on  page  11) 

Although  small  and  compact,  the  new  State 
Theatre  in  Shatter,  California,  which  opened 
in  December,  1944,  is  adaptable  to  the  present 
need  and  so  designed  that  it  may  be  expanded 
in  the  future  to  accommodate  a larger  seating 
capacity.  In  striking  modern  design,  it  was 
constructed  and  equipped  despite  difficulties  be- 
cause of  astute  architectural  planning.  (Sketch 
courtesy  Architect  Vincent  G.  Raney.) 
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HE  most  elab- 
orate multiple-use  rec- 
reational project  ever 
designed  for  the  De- 
troit area  is  being 
readied  for  immediate 
postwar  construction 
by  Wisper  and  Wets- 
man  Theatres.  The 
project  will  be  the 
twentieth  theatre  for 
the  circuit  and  in  its 
combination  of  recrea- 
tion appeals  and  care- 
ful planning  it  points 
the  way  to  the  type  of 
design  that  may  well  set  the  pace  for  fu- 
ture construction.  The  entire  project  is 
being  designed  by  Charles  N.  Agree,  De- 
troit architect  who  has  long  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Architectural  Advisory  Staff  of 
The  Modern  Theatre  Planning  Institute. 

The  Point 

Total  cost  of  the  project  is  estimated  at 
$600,000,  exclusive  of  the  land,  with  the 
theatre  portion  costing  around  $350,000.  It 
will  be  located  on  a 38-acre  tract  of  land 
nearly  rectangular  in  shape,  with  one  cor- 
ner cut  off,  giving  the  name  of  “Point”  to 
the  theatre — a name  which  equally  may  be 
derived  from  its  proximity  to  Detroit’s  ex- 
clusive southeastern  residential  suburb  of 
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Grosse  Pointe.  Located  at  the  intersection 
of  the  Eight-Mile  Road,  a 204-foot  super- 
highway on  which  it  fronts,  and  Kelly 
Road  in  Gratiot  Township  just  across  the 
road  from  the  city  limits  of  Detroit,  the 
property  embraces  700  by  3,194  feet. 

A general  outline  cf  the  project  may  be 
seen  in  the  architect’s  sketches  with  the 
small  key  plot  in  the  upper  right  corner. 
At  the  main  highway  intersection  will  be 
a modernistic  gas  station  with  two  angled 
wings,  which  will  be  equipped  to  give  com- 
plete automobile  service.  Back  of  this  will 
be  a small  park  with  a fountain  in  the 
center. 

To  the  left  of  the  park  will  be  the  thea- 
tre and  bowling  alley  structure,  while  at 
the  right  will  be  a commercial  building  ap- 
proximately 100  by  400  feet  in  size  and 
mostly  of  one-story  construction.  It  is  de- 
signed to  house  nine  stores,  giving  a com- 
plete community  shopping  service.  They 
are  planned  (with  areas  in  square  feet)  as 
follows:  Drug  store,  4,000;  ladies’  lingerie, 
2,000;  ladies’  shoes,  2,000;  ladies’  ready- 
to-wear,  3,800;  variety  store,  7,200;  men’s 
haberdashery,  2,100;  confectionery  and 
baked  goods,  3,600;  supermarket,  12,500. 

The  theatre  building,  main  attraction 
element  of  the  group,  will  include  a 3,000- 
seat  auditorium  on  one  floor,  which  inci- 
dentally will  be  the  largest  seating  capacity 
on  one  floor  in  the  Detroit  area  and  one 


of  the  largest  in  the  country.  Larger  ca- 
pacities usually  are  gained  by  the  addition 
of  balconies. 

Planned  Location 

The  structure  itself  is  excellently 
planned  in  location  to  provide  entrance  off 
the  main  highway  on  a private  30-foot 
through  driveway  which  leads  to  two  dif- 
ferent parking  lots  for  500  cars  each.  In 
addition,  short-time  parking  is  provided 
across  from  the  theatre  and  in  front  of 
the  commercial  building.  This  location  re- 
moves the  theatre  congestion  from  the 
heavy  highway  traffic — a boon  to  both  pa- 
trons and  travelers  on  the  highway. 

Unique  will  be  the  treatment  of  the  sign 
pylon,  which  is  to  be  located  right  on  the 
superhighway  in  order  to  secure  maximum 
display  at  the  proper  place.  The  attraction 
board  is  also  to  be  on  the  highway  at  the 
foot  of  the  pylon,  thus  effecting  an  un- 
usual entrance  treatment.  From  the  foot 
of  the  pylon,  a covered  walk  fifty  feet 
long  will  lead  past  a garden  area  to  the 
front  of  the  theatre,  forming  in  effect  a 
marquee  100  feet  long  with  the  sign  at  the 
end  of  the  walk  rather  than  on  the  mar- 
quee. 

The  theatre  front  will  be  constructed  of 
porcelain  enamel  and  face  brick.  It  will 
be  given  modern  treatment  with  all  five 
structural  units  in  architectural  harmony 
as  a group.  Large  glass  panels  will  be  used 
over  the  marquee  so  that  it  will  be  lighted 


This  general  plot  plan  and  the  aerial  perspec- 
tive shown  above  indicate  the  extent  of  the 
new  multiple-enterprise  project  in  which  the 
theatre-bowling  combination  forms  the  principal 
element. 


Chas.  N.  Agree 
Architect 
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by  the  sun  during  daylight  hours.  The 
house  will  face  north.  All-glass  doors,  the 
first  to  be  used  on  a theatre  in  this  area, 
will  be  installed.  No  wood  will  be  used  on 
the  entrance  doors. 

Other  Attractions 

The  theatre  interior  will  be  lighted  by 
cold-cathode  fluorescent  elements  in  vari- 
ous colors.  All  lighting  will  be  of  the  in- 
direct, cove-type.  Cinder  blocks  and  acous- 
tical material  will  be  used  for  the  walls, 
with  acoustical  plaster  for  the  ceiling.  Ad- 
joining the  theatre  structure  will  be  the 
bowling  hall  with  twenty  lanes,  together 
with  a bar  or  cocktail  lounge  and  cafe. 

The  two  parking  lots  will  be  separated 
by  landscaped  parkway  strips,  while  in 
back  of  these  will  be  a large  recreational 
area  of  around  fifteen  acres  which  will 
have  a baseball  diamond,  tennis  courts, 
wading  pool,  playground,  picnic  grounds. 


War-born  Projects  Presage 
an  early  building  boom 

(Continued  from  page  9) 


patrons  literally  crying  for  a theatre,  and 
in  this  case  the  project  is  a remodeling  job. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  (Tinney)  Cos- 
grove recently  purchased  the  Auditorium 
ballroom  in  LaSalle,  111.,  and  with  the  as- 
sistance of  Joseph  A.  Berko,  LaSalle  real- 
tor, who  handled  the  transaction,  they  now 
have  plans  in  readiness  to  completely  re- 
build the  unneeded  ballroom  into  some- 
thing which  the  public  really  requires  and 
wants.  The  new  house  is  to  be  known  as 
the  “Peacock,”  and  it  is  estimated  that  the 
reconversion  project  will  cost  around 
$125,000.  The  owners  will  not  operate  the 
new  theatre  and  already  have  negotiated  a 
20-year  lease  with  a large  theatre  operat- 
ing circuit. 

Sketches,  plans  and  specifications  for 
the  project  were  drawn  by  Architect  Louis 
H.  Gerding  of  Ottawa,  Illinois.  Contracts 
also  were  awarded  early  and  it  appears 
that  so  complete  was  the  planning  that 
little  should  stand  in  the  way  of  progress 
if  present  stepped-up  war  conditions  do 
not  interfere. 

Primarily,  the  Peacock  will  be  a “re- 


horseshoe and  shuffleboard  courts,  a com- 
plete refreshment  concession  building  and 
other  amusement  attractions. 

These  outdoor  amusements  are  designed 
to  be  open  to  the  public  and  in  no  sense 
restricted  to  patrons  of  the  project  only. 
The  entire  project  is  conceived  as  an  im- 
portant community  recreation  project  de- 
signed to  center  all  types  of  recreation.  By 
drawing  amusement-minded  people  to  the 
area  for  one  type  of  recreation,  it  is  pos- 
sible to  offer  them  a wide  variety  to  choose 
from. 

In  addition,  the  project  is  designed  to 
appeal  to  every  member  of  the  family.  The 
family  going  shopping  can  leave  the 
youngsters  in  the  park  for  an  hour,  or  in 
the  theatre.  Cocktail  lounge,  bowling  alley 
and  sundry  outdoor  games  may  appeal  to 
different  members  of  a party,  with  some- 
thing for  every  amusement  taste  in  the 
community. 


fashioning”  job.  The  big  brick  building 
will  be  modernized  both  on  the  exterior  and 
inferior.  The  outside  walls  will  be  covered 
with  a buff  colored  glass  material  and  the 
mass  of  the  building  will  be  broken  with 
transparent  glass  panels  which  will  glow 
with  changing  colors  of  light  from  behind. 
The  main  entrance  is  to  be  on  an  angle 
at  the  corner  and  it  will  have  six  large 
doors.  The  boxoffice  is  to  be  in  the  center 
of  the  doors  and  is  to  be  quite  spacious 
in  order  to  accommodate  two  ticket  sellers 
on  duty  at  a time. 

Illumination  and  advertising  display  will 
be  particularly  enticing.  As  planned,  the 
marquee  will  be  unusual  in  size  and  con- 
tour inasmuch  as  it  is  in  a rounded  form. 
All  lighting  at  the  front  is  to  be  indirect, 
including  the  towering  namesign  with  let- 
ters on  three  sides.  From  this  beacon  will 
shine  rays  of  colored  light. 

Heart-Shaped  Lobby 

With  such  a massive  building,  the  inter- 
ior is  unusually  spacious  and  best  advan- 
tage has  been  taken  by  the  architect  of 
what  ample  room  can  provide  in  simple 
modern  design.  The  lobby  is  to  be  heart- 
shaped,  25  by  36  feet  in  size.  It  will  be 
luxuriously  treated  with  modern  wall  fin- 
ishes, heavy  carpeting  and  built-in  lounges. 
It  will  easily  accommodate  some  200  peo- 
ple, and  for  public  service  it  will  contain 


a confectionery  stand  and  public  telephone 
booth. 

Smartly  modern  also  will  be  the  ladies’ 
and  men's  lounges  which  also  are  on  the 
main  floor.  Another  feature  will  be  a “cry 
room.”  Offices  of  the  theatre  will  be  on 
the  second  floor.  Throughout  all  parts  of 
the  house,  modern  and  efficient  furnish- 
ings and  equipment  will  be  installed. 

The  auditorium  of  this  large  project  will 
also  stress  spaciousness.  It  will  seat  1,135 
patrons;  the  main  floor  to  have  840  seats 
and  the  balcony  295.  It  is  planned  to  in- 
stall the  push-back  type  seats.  They  will 
be  30  inches  wide  and  laid  out  in  a floor 
plan  which  will  insure  proper  sight  lines 
and  ample  room  for  legs  and  feet. 

Unique  lighting  is  planned  for  all  parts 
of  the  house  and  the  entire  building  will 
be  scientifically  air  conditioned.  Provision 
also  is  made  for  the  presentation  of  large 
stage  shows  in  the  new  Peacock  Theatre. 
The  stage  is  fully  equipped  with  curtains, 
back  drops  and  stage  lighting  equipment, 
and  a number  of  dressing  rooms. 

Still  another  wartime  theatre,  and  there 
are  many  throughout  the  country  in  places 
where  the  need  has  been  brought  about  by 
war  production,  is  the  new  State  Theatre 
in  Shafter,  California.  This  new  house  was 
opened  in  December  and  it  is  owned  and 
operated  by  Panero  Theatre  Company.  It 
was  designed  and  supervised  by  Architect 
Vincent  G.  Raney  of  San  Francisco,  who 
is  well  known  to  our  readers  as  a member 
of  the  Advisory  Staff  of  The  Modern  The- 
atre Planning  Institute. 

An  interesting  part  of  the  State  Theatre 
structure,  and  no  doubt  this  applies  to 
many  other  theatres  which  are  being 
erected  presently,  is  that  although  the 
theatre  is  small  in  seating  capacity,  ac- 
commodating only  500,  it  is  so  constructed 
that  future  extension  may  be  made  with- 
out disrupting  mechanical  equipment  or 
sight  lines.  All  mechanical  equipment  in 
this  house  is  located  on  the  second  floor 
above  the  foyer. 

It  is  a beautiful  modern  little  house  with 
a simply  treated  facade  in  white  concrete 
with  its  planes  broken  by  interesting  win- 
dows and  glass  brick  panels.  The  interior 
is  equally  smart,  with  a circular  foyer 
which  is  both  unusual  and  spacious  in  ap- 
pearance. Decorative  and  lighting  treat- 
ment in  this  theatre  are  of  a postwar 
flavor;  simple,  modern  and  efficient. 

In  every  respect,  these  recently  erected 
theatres  will  be  outstanding  examples  of 
the  smart  technique  in  refashioning  or 
remodeling  to  be  followed  by  many  others 
in  the  postwar  period.  Because  of  the  need 
for  new  theatres  at  the  present  time  in 
their  communities,  they  present  a striking 
preview  of  what’s  to  come  with  the  return 
of  peace.  Each  is  an  example  of  new  the- 
atre building  and  old  theatre  remodeling 
which  will  be  so  much  with  us  in  the  near 
future. 


identification 

(State  Theatre,  Shafter,  Calif.) 

AIR  CONDITIONING:  York  Ice  Machinery  Corp. 
ARCHITECT:  Vincent  G.  Raney 
CARPET:  Barker  Bros. 

FURNISHINGS:  B.  F.  Shearer  Co. 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR:  Capitol  Construction  Co. 
NEON:  Hamlin  Neon  Signs 
SOUND  EQUIPMENT:  Radio  Corp.  of  America 
SEATING:  Heywood-Wakefield 
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PICTURE  SHOW  BUSINESS, 
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does  a bang-up  job  of  it! 


EORGIA  ADAMS  is  a prize-winner. 
But  she  gathers  her  “oscars”  the  hard  and 
less  glamorous  way — through  good  thea- 
tre management.  She  might  well  have 
gone  in  for  pulchritude  and  personality 
contests;  but  she  chose  to  run  on  pluck 
and  perseverance. 

This  by  way  of  introducing  Mrs.  Georgia 
Adams,  manager  of  Minnesota  Amusement 
Company’s  Badger  Theatre  at  Eau  Claire, 
Wisconsin,  whose  meteoric  career  in  pic- 
ture show  business  unquestionably  rates  a 
story;  a story  which,  by  the  way,  might 
have  remained  untold  had  not  our  editor 
received  a letter  recently  signed  “Georgia 
Adams,  Manager,”  requesting  further  in- 
formation on  a certain  exploitation  stunt 
which  had  been  presented  in  the  “Selling 
Seats”  section  of  BOXOFFICE  many 
months  ago. 

Here,  reasoned  the  editor,  is  a case  of 
managerial  astuteness  and  resourceful 
business  paper  readership  that  richly  de- 
serves recognition.  Furthermore,  he  fig- 
ured this  a good  time  to  find  out  how  the 
feminine  gender  is  getting  on  in  the  ex- 
hibition branch  of  show  business;  how 
they  like  it  and  what  the  chances  are  for 
their  “staying  put”  in  the  postwar  era. 
So  an  interview  was  arranged. 

Starts  From  Zero 

Georgia  Adams  (a  Mrs.  by  court  decree) 
started  work  for  Minnesota  Amusement 
Company  on  November  1,  1943,  frankly 
admitting  then  that  she  “hardly  knew  a 
theatre  boxoffice  from  a hole  in  the 
ground.”  All  she  knew  about  theatre  op- 
eration was  that  you  paid  your  money  up 
front  for  a ticket  that  got  you  inside  to 
see  the  show. 

Born  on  Hallowe’en  in  Watertown, 
South  Dakota  (but  she  wouldn’t  say 
when),  Georgia  finished  grade  and  high 
schools  and  attended  state  college  for  two 


years,  after  which  she  studied  dramatic 
art  for  four  years.  She  was  voted  “Miss 
Watertown”  one  year  and  represented  that 
town  at  the  State  American  Legion  Con- 
vention. Then  she  got  married.  But,  we’ll 
skip  the  interim. 

For  two  years  prior  to  her  induction 
into  the  mysteries  of  theatre  management, 
Georgia  was  a reservationist  for  an  airline, 
a position  that  did  much  to  post  her  on 
public  relations.  When  she  decided  to  try 
something  else,  a relative  suggested  thea- 
tre management  since  a number  of  cir- 
cuits had  begun  to  feel  the  manpower 
shortage  and  were  reportedly  hiring 
women  as  house  managers.  With  little 
hope  of  favorable  response,  Georgia  wrote 
three  letters  of  application  and  shortly 
received  three  favorable  replies.  She  got 
no  further  than  her  first  interview  with 
the  district  manager  of  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Company  though,  because  he  hired 
her  forthwith. 

A six-week  boot-training  in  theatre 
business  was  given  Georgia  at  Rochester, 
Minnesota.  According  to  her,  it  was  hardly 
a case  of  “how  to  become  a theatre  man- 
ager in  six  easy  lessons.”  She  got  her 
primary  training  under  Ray  Niles,  mana- 
ger of  the  Chateau  Theatre  in  Rochester, 
and  “Believe  me,”  says  Georgia,  “he  didn't 
pull  any  punches.  You  learned  or  else.” 

Learned  by  Doing 

The  curriculum  included  the  bookkeep- 
ing system  of  the  circuit,  cashiering,  ad 
writing,  theatre  maintenance,  inventory 
systems  and  myriad  other  matters  perti- 
nent to  proficient  theatre  operation.  She 
even  dabbled  a bit  in  sign  painting.  Her 
days  were  spent  at  the  Chateau  under 
the  tutelage  of  Mr.  Niles  and  at  night  she 
practiced  her  lessons  at  the  circuit’s  Em- 
press Theatre  under  the  title  of  “man- 
ager,” where  she  learned  to  make  de- 


Frontage view  of  Mrs.  Adams'  present  charge, 
Minnesota  Amusement  Company's  Badger  Thea- 
tre in  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin.  The  facade  was 
recently  refurbished  and  the  marquee  mod- 
ernized under  her  direction. 


cisions,  handle  personnel,  meet  the  public 
and  generally  gain  confidence  in  her  capa- 
bilities. 

During  this  trial  period,  Georgia  admits, 
“there  were  times  when  I almost  felt  like 
saying  to  hell  with  it!  It  seemed  I couldn’t 
possibly  learn  all  the  things  expected  of 
me.  I tried  to  cram  my  head  full  of  so 
many  details  that  I almost  despaired  of 
ever  becoming  a showman.  But  the  light 
finally  dawned  and  I began  to  believe  I 
could  be  a theatre  manager — and  I liked 
it  very  much.” 

Apparently  the  boss  thought  so  too,  be- 
cause at  the  end  of  the  six-week  training 
period  Georgia  was  sent  to  Eau  Claire  as 


GEORGIA  ADAMS 


manager  of  the  circuit’s  600-seat  O’Klare 
Theatre,  and  left  to  her  own  rising  re- 
sourcefulness. “I  will  admit,”  says  she, 
"that  I was  scared  stiff.  I was  more  afraid 
of  my  employes  than  they  were  of  me.  I 
had  to  fire  a boy  for  disobedience  and  it 
certainly  hurt  me  more  than  it  did  him. 
After  an  overnight  cry,  I came  back  next 
day  with  more  courage  in  my  convictions 
and  a resolve  to  run  things  and  make  them 
click  right  from  then  on.  Soon  the  rou- 
tine work  was  no  longer  a problem  and  I 
could  devote  more  time  to  exploitation, 
which  will  never  cease  to  grow  more  fasci- 
nating to  me.” 

A Prize  Winner 

When  Georgia  had  been  in  Eau  Claire 
about  three  months,  the  manager  of  the 
Badger  Theatre  went  into  the  Army  and 
she  was  called  upon  to  run  both  houses 
for  about  two  months  until  a new  mana- 
ger was  sent  in  to  relieve  her.  During  this 
time  the  company’s  Annual  Spring  Drive 
was  announced.  This  is  a contest  in  which 
all  the  circuit’s  managers  compete  for 
prizes  which  are  awarded  weekly,  during 
the  six-week  period,  for  excellence  in  the- 
atre advertising  and  merchandising, 
housekeeping,  war  activities  and  various 
other  contingencies  of  smart  showman- 
ship. 

Our  newcomer  knew  nothing  about  such 
competition  or  what  to  do  about  it.  But 
after  making  some  inquiry,  she  decided  to 
give  it  all  she  had  in  spite  of  the  overload 
of  work  in  skippering  two  theatres.  She 
must  have  “had  something,”  because  for 
the  O’Klare  she  took  one  first  prize,  one 
second,  one  third  and  an  honorable  men- 
tion. For  the  Badger,  she  won  three  hon- 
orable mentions.  All  awards  were  based 
on  increased  gross  receipts  over  the  same 
period  for  the  previous  year,  good  house- 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Postwar  theaters  may  use  G-E  fluorescent  lighting  tike  this  to  help  create  the 
kind  of  cheerful  atmosphere  that  makes  patrons  want  to  attend  regularly. 
Lighted  hand-rail  helps  fill  balcony  seats.  Lakewood  Theater,  Dallas,  Texas. 


GE  MAZDA  LAMPS 


GENERAL  ^ELECTRIC 

BUY  WAR  BONDS  AND  HOLD  THEM 


Every  G-E  Mazda  Lamp 
is  Lighted  Twice  Before  It’s  Packed! 

Yes  . . . every  single  G-E  lamp,  not  just  a few  sam- 
ples here  and  there.  This  is  but  one  of  the  more 
than  480  tests  and  inspections  to  which  G-E  Mazda 
lamps  are  subjected. 

Now  that  you  can  buy  as  many  G-E  lamps  as  you 
need,  look  for  the  G-E  monogram  on  the  lamps 
you  buy.  Remember  ...  it  is  the  constant 
aim  of  General  Electric  research  to  make 
lamps  bearing  this  mark  . . . 


GOOD  LAMPS 
ARE  THE  HEART  OF 
GOOD  LIGHTING 
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...  to  prof- 


itable theatre  planning 


N this  instance  we  shall  try  to  deal 
with  fundamentals  and  argue  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  old  theory  that  things  of  first 
importance  should  be  considered  in  that 
light  and  logically  in  that  order. 

Getting  the  cart  before  the  horse  and  go- 
ing about  things  bass-ackwardly  is  a too 
common  occurrence  in  theatre  construc- 
tion. The  margin  of  error  and  misjudg- 
ment  in  theatre  construction  is  much  wider 
than  it  needs  to  be  and  it  could  be  reduced 
immeasurably  if  every  theatre  builder  (or 
remodeler)  would  start  his  building  project 
with  a prelimmary  architectural  study  in- 
stead of  an  otherwise  half-baked  and  pre- 
mature set  of  building  plans. 

So,  in  a person-to-person  manner,  let  us 
sit  down  and  discuss  the  facts  as  we  see 
them — the  peculiar  functions  of  a com- 
petent theatre  architect,  his  extra-potential 
qualifications  and  talents  which  place  him 
far  above  the  average  practitioner  in  the 
creative  profession  he  represents.  When 
allowed  to  exercise  these  special  functions 
in  behalf  of  his  clients,  he  becomes  a most 
dependable  and  therefore  indispensable 
ally. 

In  pointing  up  the  preliminaries  to  prof- 
itable theatre  planning,  let  us  start  from 
the  beginning — the  point  at  which  profes- 
sional consultation  or  confirmation  is 
needed.  Suppose  then,  at  this  point,  you 
have  merely  conceived  the  idea  that  you 
need  a new  theatre,  or  that  your  present 
house  needs  structural  overhauling.  Maybe 
you  are  in  somewhat  of  a quandary  as  to 
which.  Could  be. 

Perhaps  you  may  conjure  up  some  pre- 
conceived ideas,  original  or  otherwise,  as  to 
the  type  of  house  you  may  need  or  the  size 
and  shape  of  it.  Possibly  you  have  in  your 
mind’s  eye  a suitable  site  for  it.  In  fact,  at 
this  impressionable  stage,  you  may  easily 
lead  yourself  into  the  belief  that  you  are 
capable  of  carrying  the  whole  idea  into  ex- 
ecution and  through  to  completion  without 
benefit  of  competent  architectural  service. 

The  foregoing  is  hypothetical,  of  course, 
but  before  we  further  follow  our  imagina- 
tion of  what  can  happen  from  here  on  to 
make  theatre  construction  go  haywire,  let’s 
pause  and  offer  thanks  to  a divine  provi- 
dence that  did  not  allow  us  to  proceed  fur- 
ther before  finding  out  what  a capable  the- 
atre architect  can  do  for  his  client. 

Even  granting,  which  we  do  not,  that  you 
are  a creative  genius  at  designing  and 
building  your  own  theatre,  we  still  main- 
tain that  the  outside  viewpoints,  the  un- 
biased opinions  and  the  overall  experience 
which  a customary  architectural  fee  pro- 
vides are  all-important  to  you  in  the  very 
beginning. 

Get  this  straight;  because  it  is  the  crux 
of  the  whole  contention;  The  professional 


by  ANSEL  M.  MOORE 


registered  architect,  like  your  family  physi- 
cian, is  usually  an  ethical  practitioner. 
There  are  a few  quacks,  of  course;  but  the 
capable  architect  who  specializes  in  thea- 
tre work  has  too  much  regard  for  his  repu- 
tation to  risk  it. 

Hence,  the  accredited  architect  can  <and 
does)  work  with  and  for  you — and  for  an 
established  fee.  If  he  were  on  someone's 
payroll,  he’d  hardly  be  qualified  to  act  as 
your  counsel.  In  case  he  were  on  your  own 
payroll,  he’d  probably  be  a “yes-man”  to 
your  own  ideas  and  that’s  not  good  either. 
If  he  were  one  of  the  “whole  ball  of  wax” 
boys,  who  will  undertake  to  deliver  you  a 
house  on  the  hoof,  he'd  hardly  be  a com- 
petent advisory  agent,  let  alone  your  con- 
fidante. 

The  qualified  theatre  architect  as  we 
know  him  from  the  records  is  vitally  in- 


Standard  forms  of  agreement  be- 
tween the  architect  and  his  client 
provide  that  "Preliminary  Studies" 
shall  be  modified  and  remodified 
by  the  architect  until  the  client’s 
problems  have  been  solved.  Dur- 
ing this  period  the  client  may,  with- 
in reason  change  his  mind  as  to  a 
given  project  as  many  times  as  he 
desires,  and  without  involving  him- 
self in  extra  expense.  This  "Pre- 
liminary Study"  work  usually  rep- 
resents about  one-fifth  of  the  archi- 
tect's complete  service. 


terested  in  the  operating  success  of  the 
project  he  creates.  Starting  from  scratch 
with  the  survey  of  sites,  the  checking  of 
building  codes  and  restrictions,  the  study 
of  structural  forms  and  functions,  prelimi- 
nary sketches  and  details  for  financing, 
and  finally  the  drawing  of  work  plans  and 
specifications,  the  selection  of  materials 
and  supervision  of  contractors  and  sub- 
contractors, his  services  can  be  most  in- 
valuable to  you. 

But  it  is  in  preliminary  studies — the 


diagnosing  stage — that  the  good  architect 
is  greatly  needed  and  too  generally  by- 
passed. A clever  landscape  artist  can  draw 
pretty  pictures;  most  any  draftsman  can 
make  up  work  drawings  to  scale,  but  it  takes 
a competent  and  experienced  architect  to 
create  a plan  for  a theatre  that  fits  the 
community,  is  pleasing  in  aspect,  harmoni- 
ous in  line  and  color  combination,  provid- 
ing comforts  and  conveniences  for  patrons, 
efficient  in  operation  and  economical  in 
construction  as  well  as  in  operation. 

Because  of  the  ever  recurring  changes  in 
modes,  methods  of  application  and  mate- 
rials, as  well  as  changes  in  site  conditions, 
land  values,  transportation,  public  utilities 
and  housing  developments,  preliminary  ar- 
chitectural studies  are  of  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  theatre  builder.  Today,  as  it 
will  be  in  the  postwar  era,  the  preliminary 
study  may  well  take  precedence  in  impor- 
tance over  all  other  important  phases  of 
architectural  service. 

In  recent  years,  certain  ambitious  manu- 
facturers of  building  materials  adaptable  to 
modern  theatre  construction  have  foolishly 
undertaken  to  usurp  certain  of  the  prime 
functions  of  the  architect  by  offering  free 
design  service  to  the  purchasers  of  their 
products.  Apparently  these  concerns  have 
overlooked  the  free  agency  factor  of  legiti- 
mate architectural  service  — which  leaves 
the  architect  free  to  act  independently  as 
the  supervisory  purchasing  agent  for  his 
client,  the  investor. 

Free  architectural  design  service  ten- 
dered as  an  inducement  to  a purchase  order 
can  always  be  taken,  if  at  all,  with  a copi- 
ous grain  of  salt.  And  you  may  be  sure  that 
a pretty  stiff  architectural  fee  generally  is 
secreted  in  the  purchase  price.  Most  archi- 
tects are  wise  to  this  peculiar  sales  promo- 
tion practice,  but  unfortunately  too  many 
exhibitors,  whose  gullibility  exceeds  their 
good  judgment,  are  taken  in  by  it. 

Fortunately  though,  the  majority  of  ma- 
terial manufacturers  advertise  and  pro- 
mote the  use  values  and  advantages  of 
their  products  to  both  the  builder  and  his 
architect,  without  such  an  obvious  attempt 
to  alienate  the  latter  or  to  usurp  his  pro- 
fessional functions  in  any  way. 

Particularly  in  remodeling,  or  the  struc- 
tural modernization  of  older  theatres,  the 
owner  is  liable  to  be  misled  by  “axe-grind- 
ers” into  the  belief  that  he  does  not  need 
the  counsel  and  advice  of  architectural 
training  and  experience.  Such  “jerry”  jobs 
usually  pan  out  unsatisfactorily  and  in 
many  cases  more  expensively  than  a pro- 
fessionally planned  and  engineered  job. 

Many  successful  theatre  owners  entrust 

(Continued  on  page  23)  t 


L.  H.  M.  H.  A. . . and  Why? 

Let's  Have  More  House  Appeal  . . . and  Why?  will  be  the  text  of  Moore's 
next  treatise.  A most  timely  contribution  combines  with  other  features  to 
make  our  MAINTENANCE  number  (February  3rd)  an  issue  of  unusual  reader 
interest  to  theatre  management  at  this  time. 
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FROM  THESE  PLANTS  WILL  COME 
THE  FINEST  PROJECTORS  EVER  MADE 


From  these  plants  today  pour  a constant  stream  of  materials  for  the  Army 
and  Navy.  Three  shifts  of  skilled  workers  are  thrilling  to  the  opportunity  of 
producing  some  of  the  most  vitally  important  requirements  of  our  armed 
forces.  They  have  been  complimented  in  being  offered  jobs  which  must  be 
done  in  a highly  exacting  manner.  But  working  on  precision  goods  is  nothing 
new  with  them. 

From  these  same  plants,  with  the  Victory  won,  will  come  that  beautiful, 
brand-new  projector  which  is  being  awaited  so  expectantly  by  thousands  of 
America’s  theatremen,  and  a new  Motiograph-Mirrophonic  sound  system  which 
will  be  a marvel  for  natural,  lifelike  reproduction. 

This  projector  will  incorporate  many  new  and  startling  innovations.  As  has 
been  the  case  during  our  48  years  of  pioneering,  Motiograph  will  again  be 
first  to  offer  these  major  improvements. 

It  will  set  a standard  for  sturdiness,  long  life,  simplicity  and  carefree  opera- 
tion. Every  minute  part  and  sub-assembly  has  been  carefully  designed  and 
precision  engineered. 

Notwithstanding  its  high  quality  it  will  be  priced  within  the  reach  of  every 
exhibitor. 
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Architectural  perspectives  and  early  stage  visualizations 
of  postwar  theatre  building  projects,  the  erection  of  which 
will  proceed  promptly  with  the  relaxation  of  material  priori- 
ties. The  completed  projects  will  be  featured  in  forthcoming 
issues  of  The  MODERN  THEATRE  section. 


T LEFT  below  is  Architect  O.  A. 
Deichmann’s  front  elevation  perspec- 
tive rendering  of  the  $200,000  air 
conditioned,  ultra-modern  Garden  Thea- 
tre, which  the  San  Jose  Amusement  Com- 
pany will  erect  after  the  war’s  end  at  Bas- 
come  Avenue  and  Stevens  Creek  Road, 
Burbank  District  of  San  Jose,  California, 
and  so  located  as  to  form  the  central  mo- 
tive of  a new  business  district  now  under 
development. 

Flanking  the  theatre  on  each  side  will 
be  two  storerooms.  The  stadium-type  the- 
atre will  be  45  feet  high  and  its  neon- 
lighted  tower  75  feet  high.  Neon  will  be 
used  extensively  for  streamlined  decora- 
tive lighting. 

The  theatre  and  storerooms  will  have  a 
combined  frontage  of  118  feet,  with  the 
theatre  to  be  140  feet  long.  It  will  afford 
550  rocking-chair  type  loges  and  650  other 
seats  for  a total  capacity  of  1,200.  The 
building  will  be  completely  air  conditioned 
for  comfort  during  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
Construction  will  be  of  reinforced  concrete. 


The  San  Jose  Amusement  Company  is 
composed  of  James  B.  Lima  of  San  Jose 
and  Walter  G.  Preddy  and  Ben  Levin  of 
San  Francisco. 

* * * 

Next  in  order  in  this  coast-to-coast  pre- 
view of  postwar  theatre  plan  perspectives 
prepared  in  advance  for  earliest  possible 
construction  is  a preliminary  sketch  by 
Architect  Michael  J.  DeAngelis  of  a mod- 
ern theatre  project  for  an  undisclosed 
client. 

To  be  erected  somewhere  in  the  East, 
the  “Belmont”  plan  typifies  the  present 
trend  toward  expanded  lateral  frontage 
for  all  theatre  projects  in  which  the  stylish 
theatre  facade  is  extended  to  adjoining 
shops  and  neighboring  business  enter- 
prises. This  overall  integration  ©f  design 
prompted  by  good  theatre  architecture 
should  have  a marked  influence  on  the 
city  planners  of  the  future. 

* * * 

On  the  following  page  (at  top)  is  pre- 
sented Architect  Charles  N.  Agree’s  pre- 


liminary  sketch  for  the  facade  of  the  Fort 
Theatre,  an  1,800-seat  house  to  be  erected 
in  the  Detroit  suburb  of  Lincoln  Park  for 
the  Lincoln  Park  Theatre  Company.  The 
rendering  shows  unusual  treatment  of  the 
front  and  sign  pylon  for  maximum  dis- 
play effectiveness  in  a new  manner. 

The  house  will  be  built  after  the  war 
for  the  Allen  Interests  of  Canada,  who 
now  operate  the  smaller  Lincoln  Park 
Theatre  nearby.  It  will  be  located  on  Fort 
Road,  about  300  feet  off  Southfield  Road. 
Both  are  204-foot  superhighways  with 
heavy  traffic,  and  the  objective  has  been 
to  obtain  display  from  both  roads,  de- 
spite the  location  of  the  house. 

To  obtain  effective  advertising  display, 
a sign  pylon  to  carry  the  theatre  name 
vertically  was  designed,  to  rise  approxi- 
mately at  the  center  of  the  front.  This 
tower  will  be  of  round,  fluted  construc- 
tion, extending  to  the  maximum  height  of 
the  structure  with  the  name  facing  at 
right  angles  to  Fort  Road  on  either  side 
of  the  tower.  The  remainder  of  the  build- 
ing is  actually  set  back  to  give  the  pylon 
and  its  signs  greater  prominence. 

On  the  theatre  side,  a triangular  mar- 


quee will  project  out  beyond  the  tower  at 
a low  level.  Above  this,  however,  the  fac- 
ing of  the  superstructure  is  curved  inward 
away  from  the  tower,  rounding  out  slightly 
toward  the  curved  corner  of  the  building. 
This  facing  repeats  the  fluting  motif  of 
the  tower  itself.  The  frontage  is  to  be 
faced  with  porcelain  enamel. 

On  the  other  side  where  a double  store 
is  designed,  the  shop  front  is  set  back 
from  the  building  line  for  the  same  rea- 
son, allowing  the  tower  to  project.  This 
also  proves  a merchandising  advantage  to 
the  shops,  inasmuch  as  pedestrians  com- 
ing by  the  tower  are  forced  to  take  special 
notice  of  the  setback  shops  as  they  prob- 
ably would  not  do  if  they  were  set  flush 
to  the  usual  sidewalk  line. 


The  Fort  will  be  modern  throughout, 
with  air  conditioning  and  all  latest  equip- 


ment. Parking  will  be  provided  in  the  rear 
for  400  cars.  The  cost  is  estimated  at 
$225,000. 

* * * 

And  next  we  present  an  architectural 
rendition  of  what  will  probably  be  the 
first  theatre  in  America  to  be  designed, 
built  and  equipped  for  television.  It  is  to 
be  erected  at  the  southeast  corner  of  55th 
Street  and  6th  Avenue  in  New  York  City 
by  the  1350  Sixth  Avenue  Corporation,  of 
which  Elliot  A.  Daitz  is  president. 

Architect  Louis  Allen  Abramson,  the  de- 
signer, has  recently  filed  revised  plans 
providing  for  television  in  the  proposed 
building.  The  stage  is  to  be  increased  from 
7 to  12  feet  so  as  to  provide  adequate 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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Whether  It's 

OUTSIDE 


INSIDE 


'DERNIZE  YOUR  LOBBY  BILLING  NO 
WITH  WAGNER  LOBBY  DISPLAYS 


SELL  YOUR  ^HOW  EFFECTIVELY 


Wagner  Translucent  Plastic  Changeable  Let- 
ters serve  equally  well,  compelling  greater  at- 
tention and  attracting  more  business. 

Hundreds  of  theatres  are  discarding  their  old 
style,  solid,  opaque  letters  for  these  attention 
magnets.  Affording  sharply  silhouetted  copy 
by  day  and  the  colorful  brilliance  of  neon  by 
night,  Wagner  letters  permit  fullest  utilization 
of  the  light  which  shines  through  them. 

They  are  available,  without  priorities,  in  four 
beautiful,  non-fading  colors  which  go  all  the 
way  through  the  letters.  There  is  no  surface 


color  to  chip  or  scale  off.  Painting  is  never  re- 
quired. Obtainable  in  4"  and  10"  sizes,  and  in 
fonts  of  assorted  colors  (red,  green,  blue,  amber 
and  opaque  black)  from  76  letters  up. 

Wagner  Lobby  Display  units  are  quality  con- 
structed of  pre-war  materials.  Made  of  sheet 
steel,  with  attractive  white  enamel  finish,  they 
are  easy  to  install  in  any  desired  length.  Letters 
are  mounted  on  the  bars  in  the  middle  or  firmly 
held  in  position  at  the  top  or  bottom  by  slipping 
under  the  clips. 


NOW  AVAILABLE 

Aluminum  letters  for  replacement  and  for  those  who  believe  that 
greater  durability  is  more  important  than  advertising  value. 


See  your  theatre  supply  dealer  or  sign  man.  or  write  for  litera- 
ture and  name  of  nearest  dealer. 


Suj/si  Senvice, 

218  S.  Hoyne  Avenue 
CHICAGO  1 2,  ILL. 


*AT 


SOLID  PLASTIC  FRICTION  MATTING 


For  entrances.  Non-slip.  Lies  flat  Good  scrapeage.  Easily  handled  and 
cleaned.  Black  in  color.  Comes  in  sheets  29"x63"x'?^"  Can  be  trimmed  for 
smaller  or  odd  shaped  areas. 


FLEXIBLE  WOOD  LINK  MATTING 


RUBBER  MATTING  FOR  USE  IN  FRONT  OF  EXPOSED  SWITCHES 


See  your  supply  dealer  or  write  for  prices  and  literature  on  matting  for 
safety,  sanitation  and  comfort.  Give  details  of  your  problems,  location,  pre- 
vailing conditions,  size  of  the  area,  etc 

AMERICAN  MAT  CORPORATION  • 1719  Adams  Street,  Toledo  2,  Ohio 


Just  Off  the  Boards 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


space  for  televising  equipment,  including 
a special  projection  screen  and  a com- 
pletely insulated  and  grounded  apparatus 
and  electrical  equipment  room.  The  tele- 
vised pictures  are  to  be  projected  from  the 
rear  of  the  screen,  thus  necessitating  a 
slight  reduction  in  the  seating  capacity 
of  the  auditorium  from  598  to  507  seats. 

The  equipment,  including  a 300-foot  di- 
rectional antenna,  will  be  especially  con- 
structed for  the  theatre  and  will  be  the 
first  of  its  type  ever  ordered.  Mr.  Daitz 
states  his  belief  that  all  theatres  in  the 
future  eventually  will  have  this  equipment 
and  that  in  this  particular  neighborhood, 
which  is  rapidly  enhancing,  he  has  been 
greatly  influenced  in  his  decision  to  build 
by  the  acquisition  of  the  surrounding 
property  by  the  Rockefeller  and  Astor  in- 
terests. 

Negotiations  are  pending  for  the  leas- 
ing of  the  remaining  space  of  approxi- 
mately 8,000  square  feet  in  the  building, 
exclusive  of  the  theatre,  to  a well-known 
restaurant  chain  so  that  the  completed 
structure  will  house  not  only  a television 
theatre  but  a high-class  restaurant  as  well. 


And  finally  this  front  elevation  per- 
spective (see  preceding  page)  by  Architect 
Vincent  G.  Raney  of  a 1,000-seat  postwar 
theatre  for  Enea  Brothers  at  Pittsburg, 
California.  On  a lot  sized  100  by  150  feet, 
the  Camino  Theatre  is  planned  to  take 
advantage  of  a corner  intersection.  The 
theatre  entrance  provides  that  no  light 
from  the  exterior  can  reach  the  screen. 
It  is  to  be  a stadium-type  house,  built  of 
reinforced  concrete  for  exterior  walls  and 
wood  frame  interior.  Air  conditioning  and 
mechanical  equipment  will  be  located  over 
the  foyer.  A film  lift  is  provided  from  the 
street  level  and  adequate  storage  and  office 
space  is  laid  out  in  the  plans. 


Baldor  Rectifiers  Added 
to  RCA  Equipment  Line 

Distribution  of  the  Rect-O-Lite  tube- 
type  rectifier,  manufactured  by  the  Bal- 
dor Electric  Company  will  be  handled 
hereafter  by  the  Theatre  Equipment  Sec- 
tion of  RCA,  it  is  announced  by  G.  A. 
Schock,  head  of  the  apparatus  division 
of  the  Baldor  firm. 

“It  is  expected,”  Mr.  Schock  said,  “that 
Rect-O-Lite  rectifiers  will  be  available  in 
increasing  quantities  in  a few  months,  un- 
der provisions  of  the  War  Production 
Board’s  limitation  order  L-325.  The  dis- 
tribution agreement  just  concluded  with 
RCA  anticipates  this  increase  in  availa- 
bility, as  well  as  the  vast  deferred  re- 
quirements which  must  be  met  when  nor- 
mal peacetime  output  is  resumed. 

“These  rectifiers  already  are  extensively 
used  in  theatres  throughout  the  country 
as  a low  cost  method  of  rectifying  AC 
current  to  supply  the  DC  required  for  the 
light  source  in  motion  picture  projectors. 
They  will  be  further  improved  by  the  in- 
corporation of  wartime  design  and  ma- 
terial developments  in  postwar  commer- 
cial models.” 
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TRADE  WINDS 


THE  EDITOR'S  MONTHLY  WEATHERVANE  ON  CURRENT 
EVENTS  IN  THIS  AND  OTHER  INDUSTRIES  AFFECTING 
THE  INTERESTS  OF  THEATRE  OPERATION 


Plan  Publicity 
Provides  that  Ounce 
of  Prevention 

Current  guessing  on  the  forthcoming  capital 
investment  in  new  theatre  construction  to 
take  place  soon  following  the  cessation  of 
war  ranges  from  modest  to  astronomical  esti- 
mates. Equally  wide  and  wild  guessings  on 
the  extent  of  remodeling  and  improvements 
to  present  theatres  are  being  released  by  the 
pollsters. 

This  column  has  refrained  from  any  such 
rash  crystal-gazing,  beyond  the  most  rational 
and  reasonable  prediction  that  many  new 
theatres  will  be  erected  after  the  war  and 
that  of  our  eighteen  thousand  odd  existing 
theatres  very  few  will  escape  the  necessity 
of  major  improvements  if  not  complete  re- 
placement. 

Our  chief  concern  has  been:  Who  Will 
Euild  These  New  Houses?  (a)  Will  it  be  our 
present  theatre  owners?  (b)  Will  certain  pres- 
ent theatre  owners,  with  foresight  and  forti- 
tude, promptly  expand  their  holdings  and 
thus  encroach  on  the  dominion  of  others? 
(c)  Or,  will  newcomers,  intrigued  by  the  earn- 
ing possibilities  of  show  business,  build  new 
amusement  plants  to  compete  with  present 
theatres? 

Where  new  plants  are  needed,  we'd  much 
prefer  to  see  present  owners  and  operators 
build  them.  Thus  to  avoid  the  grave  danger 
of  too  many  houses  and  the  inevitable  re- 
turn to  cut-throat  competition. 

The  two  more  dangerous  alternatives  (b 
and  c)  can  be  checked  in  their  budding  if 
present  owners  will  plan  their  improvement 
projects  now  and  boldly  pronounce  their  in- 
tentions so  that  the  public  will  be  aware  and 
the  potential  competitor  warned  away. 


The  present  owner,  wherever  located,  would 
be  wise  to  consult  an  architect  and  conduct 
a fact-finding  survey  on  his  present  situation 
and  its  vulnerability  to  competition.  Studied 
plans  to  meet  the  situation  should  then  be 
drawn  up  promptly  by  a competent  archi- 
tect and  made  public. 

It's  time  now  to  establish  a priority  on  thea- 
tre locations.  Delay  in  the  drawing  of  plans 
as  well  as  the  disinclination  to  announce 
them  simply  invites  trouble  when  the  big 
push  starts.  Whether  the  plan  is  to  build, 
rebuild  or  remodel,  public  notice  creates  a 
priority  and  thus  serves  to  prevent  an  over- 
inflated  seating  situation  for  our  industry. 


usAIRco 

Kooler-aire  Evaporative  Cooling 

The  100%  fresh  air  system  washes,  fil- 
ters, cools  and  uniformly  delivers  the 
air  to  every  spot  in  the  house.  Cooling 
costs  are  figured  in  pennies  per  day. 
Kooler-aire  Evaporative  Cooling  meets 
the  needs  of  a majority  of  businesses. 


usAIRco 

Refrigerated  Kooler-aire 

The  engineered  package  comes  ready  for 
immediate  installation.  Combines  every 
phase  of  refrigerated  cooling  in  a single 
unit.  Manufactured  in  various  sizes,  it 
can  be  used  singly  or  in  combination 
with  other  units  to  give  the  exact 
capacity  you  need.  Combines  every 
necessary  element  of  a complete  refrig- 
eration system;  evaporative  condenser 
built  in  as  integral  part. 


usAIRco 

Blowers -Washers -Coils 

Blowers,  Washers,  Coils  are  manufac- 
tured in  various  types  and  sizes  to  meet 
a variety  of  requirements. 
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Whatever  the  task. ..whatever  the  budget 

THERE’S  A 

usAIRco 

COMFORT  COOLING  SYSTEM 

THAT  FILLS  THE  BILL 


Business  can  never  afford  to  forget 
first  principles  — that  you  have 
to  take  in  more  money  than  you 
spend,  if  you’re  going  to  count  it  a 
profitable  operation.  Comfort  Cool- 
ing is  a business  builder.  It  is  also 
overhead.  Good  management  gets 
comfort  cooling  at  the  lowest  cost. 


That’s  one  reason  why  over  6,000 
theatres  enjoy  Comfort  Cooling 
and  Ventilation  by  usAIRco — for 
usAIRco  Systems  are  the  product 
of  years’  experience.  . . . usAIRco 
Systems  are  engineered  to  meet 
the  job  requirements  and  the 
operating  budgets. 
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PLUS  usAIRco  ENGINEERING 

Always  available  for  counsel,  is  one  of  the  most  experi- 
enced staffs  in  the  industry.  usAIRco  engineers  work 
closely  with  the  Maritime  Commission  developing  new 
blowers  that  meet  exacting  requirements  of  ship  use. 
usAIRco  engineering  counsel  is  a mighty  factor  to 
bear  in  mind.  Come  V-Day,  men  experienced  in 
theatre  air  conditioning  will  help  you  get  the  equip- 
ment you  need.  Write  today  for  details. 

UNITED  STATES  AIR  CONDITIONING  CORPORATION 

Northwestern  Terminal  • Minneapolis  13,  Minnesota 
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THE  ARTISTIC  SIDE  OF  ARCHITECTURE 
AS  APPLIED  TO  THEATRE  DECORATION 


Interior  Decoration  Gives  Accent  to 

Good  Architecture 


. / OOP  theatre 
decoration  accompa- 
nies theatre  architec- 
ture shoulder  to  shoul- 
der. At  best,  it  should 
never  follow  more 
than  a step  behind. 

And  for  perfect  com- 
panionship, architec- 
ture should  be  the 
pace-setter,  with  clear 
and  complete  concept 
of  where  the  pair  is 
going,  why,  and  how;  while  decoration 
should  add  grace,  comfort,  stimulation, 
and  interest  to  the  combination. 

Too  often  in  the  past  we  have  seen  these 
born  companions  all  but  waging  civil  war 
in  theatre  interiors.  Architecture  may  in- 
dicate a high  adventurous  interlude  in  a 
sumptuous  Spanish  theme  fcr  a theatre’s 
motif,  while  decoration  may  shilly-shally 
between  that,  and  a touch  of  Colonial  at- 
mosphere that  may  bring  out  the  worst  in 
both  partners.  Or  it  may  be  the  other  way 
around.  Of  course,  if  theatre  architecture 
provides  a Spanish  setting  with  modern 
overtones,  decoration  has  the  option  of 
playing  up  or  down  that  strain,  as  circum- 
stances may  indicate.  But  the  right  is  not 
given  to  introduce  a note  that  is  not  in 
the  architectural  plan. 

Nor  should  this  understanding  apply 
only  to  the  main  motifs  of  the  theatre. 
There  are  other  ways  in  which  the  har- 
mony of  this  pair  can  produce  an  atmos- 
phere that  transfers  the  exhilaration  of 
well-being  to  theatre  patrons.  Perhaps  the 
most  outstanding  of  these  is  the  trend  in 
which  modern  architecture  itself  is  moving. 

Modernism  Comes  of  Age 

“Modern”  used  to  mean  a style  in  which 
European  Cubism  had  an  influence  so 
marked  that  the  most  predominent  ef- 
fects of  a “modernistic”  building  were  apt 
to  be  those  of  strange  and  prominent 
angles,  stepped  planes  in  regular  sets  of 
threes,  and  a feeling  of  surfaces  broken 
or  cut  up  for  dramatic  values  alone.  Nat- 
urally, decoration  took  its  cues  from  this 
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style  and  produced  theatre  interiors  of  a 
like  influence.  Its  distinguishing  features 
were:  Walls  or  ceilings  broken  by  designs 
of  angularity  in  the  Cubist  manner,  color 
used  in  three  tones  of  one  main  color,  and 
a lack  of  interpretive  values  in  the  dec- 
orative motifs  used. 

It  was  a highly  stylized  technique,  that, 
like  all  high  styles,  lasted  for  a shorter 
period  than  less-marked  fashions.  Never- 
theless, it  was  a highly  important  period, 
especially  in  America,  for  this  was  the 
era  that  provided  the  break  from  purely 
traditional  periods  of  architecture  and  dec- 
oration— a free-swinging-out  of  creative 
thought  and  energies — which,  though  some 
of  it  might  have  been  wild  and  meaning- 
less, the  remainder  formed  the  solid  new 
base  from  which  our  present  modern  the- 
atie  architecture  and  decoration  had  its 
being  and  growth. 

It  was  also  during  this  era  that  Holly- 
wood screen  sets  established  their  influ- 
ence with  theatre-goers  so  that  mass  edu- 
cation in  this  field  was  speeded  beyond 
all  previous  periods.  Almost  overnight  the 
public  was  asking  its  furniture  dealers  for 
Hollywood  beds,  Hollywood  lamps,  angular 
three-stepped  end-tables,  and  the  rest  of 
the  set-pieces  that  were  the  fashionable 
marks  of  the  new  “modernistic”  trend. 

That  much  of  this  furniture  and  fur- 
nishing was  bad  is  of  very  little  real  sig- 
nificance. The  main  point  is  that  Amer- 
ica, through  its  theatres,  dared  to  break 
from  the  almost  endless  rehashings  of 
Louis  XTV,  Empire,  Louis  XVI,  Queen 
Anne,  Chippendale,  French  Provincial  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  decorator’s  stand-bys 
into  a style  that  expressed  something  of 
its  own  true  self— daring,  bold,  new,  strong, 
and  sometimes  garish.  All  the  virtues  and 
faults  of  a new,  free,  and  courageous 
country. 

Evolution  of  Good  Style 

But  now  a new  transition  has  been 
brought  about  largely  through  the  selec- 
tive tastes  of  this  country’s  most  far- 
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seeing  and  gifted  architects.  All  that  was 
forceful,  free,  and  fine  in  the  previous 
styles  has  been  gradually  wedded  to  func- 
tionalism. And  in  this  later  usage,  Ameri- 
can architecture  and  design  at  last  went 
beyond  style  to  a clear  trend  toward  a true 
American,  native  period  of  design  and  dec- 
oration. The  transition  has  been  a gradual 
one,  but  for  that  reason  it  has  been  all 
the  more  sound  and  will  be  all  the  more 
permanent.  And  while  each  architect, 
especially  in  the  theatrical  field,  has 
worked  in  his  own  individual  manner,  the 
field  as  a whole  shows  certain  agreements 
among  all  that  can  be  outlined  and  marked 
as  a trend. 

Perhaps  the  most  distinguishing  fea- 
ture, as  far  as  the  layman  is  concerned, 
will  be  the  feeling  that  the  building  he 
sees  before  him  was  not  planned  from 
the  outside  in,  but  from  the  inside  out. 
In  other  words,  a shell  was  not  designed 
for  its  own  sake  alone  and  then  rooms 
arranged  within  that  shell  afterwards.  A 
person  can  tell  even  before  he  enters  a 
new  functional  modern  theatre  that  a 
wing  here,  a bay  there,  and  a recess  yonder 
is  not  just  tossed  in  for  a decorative  break 
or  a bit  of  variety,  but  is  there  because  it 
serves  some  necessary  purpose.  And  when 
this  theatre  is  entered,  that  purpose  is 
immediately  evident,  directly  and  frankly. 
Yet,  withal,  it  is  decorative  and  varied 
because  of  the  nature  of  that  service. 

Naturally,  good  theatre  decoration  fol- 
lows this  lead.  Nowhere  any  more  do  we 
see  meaningless  stippled  borders  running 

(Continued  on  page  33) 


Applied  Art 

A perhaps  little-known  facet  of  the 
character  of  Hanns  R.  Teichert,  and 
one  which  gives  great  insight  into  his 
personality  and  successful  career,  is 
his  absorption  in  a huge  collection 
of  fine  and  rare  artworks.  Often  re- 
ferred to  as  a hobby  by  many,  in  the 
case  of  Hanns  Teichert  art  collecting 
is  an  avocation.  He  credits  his  pre- 
occupation with  fine  art  to  the  asset 
side  of  his  profession,  claiming  that 
great  inspiration  in  interior  decoration 
is  to  be  gained  from  study  of  the  mas- 
ters of  fine  art.  Coloration,  line  and 
harmony  for  his  purposes  are  gained 
by  his  knowledge  and  research  among 
the  works  of  the  great  masters  of  all 
time. 

In  November  of  1944,  the  College  of 
Fine  and  Applied  Arts  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  presented  an  exhibition 
of  Russian  and  Slavonic  Icons  lent  by 
Mr.  Teichert.  The  Teichert  collection 
of  52  imposing  icons  represents  care- 
fully selected  examples  of  icon  paint- 
ing from  the  fifteenth  through  the 
nineteenth  centuries.  It  is  a truly  out- 
standing and  important  private  col- 
lection and  one  which  is  sought  after 
for  exhibition  purposes  whenever  a 
truly  authoritative  study  of  the  sub- 
ject is  to  be  made.  Mr.  Teichert  also 
is  the  proud  possessor  of  many  other 
art  works  in  different  categories,  from 
all  of  which  he  finds  creative  impulse 
in  his  career. — Ed.  Note. 
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LET  THE  "FIVE  POINT"  MOHAWK 
STAR  GUIDE  YOUR  SELECTION 


When  you  CHOOSE  your  carpet,  eye  appeal 
will  be  a major  consideration.  But  keep 
your  eye  open  on  the  life  expectancy  of  the 
carpet,  too. 

The  Mohawk  Star  can  guide  you  to  every- 
thing you  expect  in  a carpet.  It  means  that 
FIVE  PERFECTLY  BALANCED  FACTORS  guar- 
antee long  life  for  every  Mohawk  carpet. 
They  are— 1.  THE  WOOL  BLEND— the  prop- 
er types  of  wool  from  all  over  the  world 


THIS  IS  THE  MOHAWK  "FIVE  POINT"  STAR  OF 
BALANCED  CONSTRUCTION 

1*  Wool  Blend 
2**  Pitch 

Rows  per  inch 
Yarn  size 

5 ★★★★★  Pile  Height 


each  used  for  its  own  characteristic;  2. 
PITCH -the  correct  tightness  of  the  cross- 
weave is  all  important;  3.  ROWS  PER  INCH 
— tightness  of  the  weave  lengthwise  adds 
balanced  stren  gth;  4.  YARN  SIZE  — proper 
selection  gives  rugged  carpet  body;  5. 
PILE  HEIGHT— tops  off  Mohawk  balanced 
construction.  Let  your  Mohawk  Contract 
Dealer  put  you  on  the  Mohawk  Trail— 
for  economical  long-wearing  carpet  beauty. 


cWbts 

‘•lanced  CONSTRUCTION 
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PLANNING 


INTERESTING  COMMENTARIES  ON 
CONTEMPORARY  PLAN  PROCEDURE 


Postwar  Building  Plans  Become 

More  Vital  Daily 


INCE  the  war 
has  developed  a seri- 
ous stagnancy  in  the 
building  construction 
field,  it  will  be  most 
necessary  to  start  con- 
struction as  soon  as 
possible  after  victory. 

It  will  also  become  ex- 
pedient and  necessary 
to  provide  jobs  for  the 
returning  service  men, 
some  of  whom  un- 
doubtedly will  be  dis- 
charged after  V-day  in  Europe.  Many  cf 
them  will  have  to  find  employment  in  the 
building  industry,  which  becomes  a nat- 
ural because  of  the  desperate  need  of  new 
structures  for  living,  industry,  business, 
and  last  but  not  least,  recreation. 

We  in  the  profession  of  architecture  are 
very  much  concerned  with  the  rush  that 
will  strike  us  when  priorities  are  lifted. 
We  know  that  we  as  well  as  everyone  else 
will  be  confronted  with  a shortage  of 
skilled  help.  Capable  draftsmen  will  be 
difficult  to  secure  quickly  because  of  the 
shortage  created  by  men  now  in  the  armed 
forces  and  war  plants  who  will  not  be  dis- 
charged rapidly  enough  to  fulfill  our 
needs.  The  volume  of  work  created  by 
this  important  transition  cannot  be  met 
promptly  by  our  present  organizations. 

Billion  for  Building 

All  analyses  of  postwar  theatre  con- 
struction requirements  for  both  new  and 
rehabilitation  work  reveal  that  approxi- 
mately $1,000,000,000  will  be  spent  in  build- 
ing construction  throughout  the  country. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  aside  from 
the  prewar  years,  1937-41,  there  has  been 
very  little  new  theatre  building  since  the 
late  20’s,  which  is  only  one  reason  for  the 
necessity  of  bringing  thousands  of  old 
theatres  up  to  date  and  keeping  up  with 
modern  times  in  new  theatres — their  de- 
sign as  well  as  in  provisions  for  greater 
comfort  of  the  patrons. 

During  the  past  few  years,  particular 
stress  has  been  placed  by  this  publication 
upon  the  growing  need  for  Multiple- 
Enterprise  Theatre  projects,  a trend  which 
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has  met  with  the  approval  of  theatre 
building  promoters.  This  definite  postwar 
tendency  seems  also  to  have  been  widely 
advocated  by  housing  experts  and  authori- 
ties who  invariably  recommend  the  the- 
atre, dancing,  skating,  bowling,  eating  and 
shopping  combination  to  form  the  nucleus 
of  postwar  city  planning  programs. 

Many  theatre  sketches  have  been  sub- 
mitted for  publication  by  members  of  our 
Planning  Institute  during  the  past 
months,  but  very  few  of  them  have  been 
developed  to  the  point  where  actual  work 
drawings  and  estimates  are  prepared  to 
be  ready  when  priorities  are  released.  This 
delay  in  preparing  for  the  coming  ava- 
lanche of  work  which  is  sure  to  be  dropped 
into  our  laps  undoubtedly  will  slow  down 
theatre  building;  while  other  types  of 
building  which  have  prepared  plans  will 
get  under  way  when  the  “GO”  signal  is 
given. 

Many  people  in  other  fields  are  con- 
scious of  what  is  going  to  happen  and  are 
having  plans  and  specifications  prepared 
and  estimates  taken  so  that  they  will  get 
the  jump  on  the  other  fellows  as  soon  as 
possible.  Undoubtedly  they  are  wise  to  the 
fact  that  increased  activity  in  the  build- 
ing industry  means  a rise  in  building  costs 
and  are  taking  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  get  started  before  the  rise  occurs. 

Cases  in  Point 

I have  a few  actual  examples  of  this 
theory  in  my  office  right  now.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  these  few  represent 
diversified  building  projects.  One  company 
is  anxious  to  complete  plans,  specifica- 
tions and  obtain  estimates  for  a large,  un- 
usual and  original  furniture  retail  store 
with  a number  of  novel  ideas  never  tried 
before  in  merchandising  furniture.  As  this 
client  puts  it:  “I  want  to  get  the  jump 
on  my  competitors  and  get  my  ideas  over 
first.  I also  want  to  keep  my  building 
costs  down  by  beating  the  mad  rush  when 
the  war  is  over  in  Europe.” 

I also  have  a number  of  clients  who 
already  have  retained  me  to  prepare  com- 
plete drawings  for  residences  ranging 
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from  $8,000  to  $35,000,  who  see  the  need 
for  preparing  to  start  construction  as  soon 
as  possible.  They  all  have  found  it  advis- 
able to  pay  the  architect’s  fee,  not  know- 
ing exactly  when  hostilities  will  cease.  In 
connection  with  residence  construction, 
there  is  certain  to  be  a grand  free-for-all 
due  to  this  program  when  the  time  comes 
to  begin  construction. 

A country-wide  survey  made  recently 
has  revealed  that  32,000  homes  will  be 
built  as  soon  as  war  restrictions  are  lifted. 
The  National  Association  of  Home  Build- 
ers of  the  United  States  has  made  a sur- 
vey, which  shows  that  plans  already  have 
been  completed  for  many  of  these  homes. 
Prices  will  range  from  $4,500  to  $30,000. 
Also  many  returning  veterans  are  going  to 
take  advantage  of  the  possibilities  of 
building  homes  under  the  G.  I.  Bill  of 
Rights  through  which  the  returning  serv- 
ice men  can  borrow  up  to  $2,000  through 
the  Veterans’  Bureau.  Five  such  projects 
already  have  been  approved  in  Chicago. 

Another  client  of  mine  is  anxious  to  re- 
store a building  which  houses  30  bowling 
alleys  and  which  was  recently  destroyed 
by  fire.  I am  now  in  the  process  of  pre- 
paring postwar  plans  and  specifications 
for  this  project  because  the  owner  wants 
to  get  the  jump  on  others  so  that  he  can 
begin  to  realize  something  on  his  stagnant 
investment  as  soon  as  possible.  Moreover, 
we  have  a few  innovations  we  want  to 
incorporate  into  the  design,  and  this  client 
wants  to  be  the  first  one  to  do  so. 

Reluctance  Noticeable 

Everything  seems  to  point  to  tremen- 
dous building  activity  when  material  prior- 
ities are  relaxed,  and  it  is  quite  obvious 
that  many  of  our  theatre  builders  are 
going  to  “miss  the  boat”  unless  they  do 
something  about  preparing  their  building 
program  right  now.  Of  course,  there  are 
some  who  sense  the  need  for  doing  some- 
thing immediately;  however,  by  propor- 
tion, the  number  is  small  among  theatre 
builders. 

Yet  a few  clients  seem  anxious  to  get 
started.  One  promoter  is  interested  in  de- 
veloping a Multiple-Enterprise  and  is  par- 
ticularly concerned  with  the  “Outdoor- 
Indoor”  combination  theatre  first  featured 
by  me  in  an  article  which  appeared  in 
The  Modern  Theatre  issue  of  April  22, 
1944.  This  project,  which  will  probably 
include  bowling  alleys,  skating  rink,  shops, 
restaurant  and  so  forth,  is  to  be  built  on 
the  eastern  coast  and  the  owner  has  been 
making  arrangements  to  acquire  the  land; 
hence  he  is  anxious  to  prepare  plans  and 
specifications  as  soon  as  possible. 

Another  is  an  exhibitor  in  the  Chicago 
area  who  is  desirous  of  incorporating  a 
few  new  ideas  into  a 1,000-seat  house.  As 
he  puts  it:  “I  definitely  will  need  the  new 
theatre.  I am  making  money  now  and 
have  enough  capital  to  complete  the  build- 
ing. Why  shouldn’t  I get  my  plans,  ‘specs’ 
and  estimates  ready  so  that  I can  begin 
building  at  once  when  war  restrictions  are 
lifted?  I am  sure  you  will  be  paid  for  your 
plans  and  ‘specs'  long  before  the  building 
is  started,  but  what  have  I to  lose?  I am 
greatly  in  need  of  the  new  theatre.” 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  reluctance 
of  many  theatre  builders  to  start  now  is 
due  to  the  desire  to  see  what  the  other 
fellow  will  have  to  offer  in  the  way  of  new 
ideas.  Ordinarily  and  under  normal  con- 
ditions that  might  not  be  a bad  idea.  But 
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in  these  times  the  wait  probably  would  be 
a year  or  two  after  the  war — at  least  one 
year,  if  those  who  are  actually  preparing 
can  put  their  theatres  up  in  that  time.  As 
mentioned  previously,  another  important 
reason  for  not  delaying  is  the  almost  cer- 
tain rise  in  building  costs  when  increased 
building  activity  will  make  the  demand 
larger  than  the  supply. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  prophesy  that 
the  builder  who  is  prepared  will  save  him- 
self many  months  in  completing  his  struc- 
ture as  well  as  from  10  to  15  per  cent  on 
the  actual  cost  of  postwar  construction. 
The  consensus  of  opinion  of  postwar  build- 
ers of  all  types  of  structures  is  to  get 
started  with  plans  right  now.  Of  course, 
we  have  not  even  mentioned  the  drain  on 
our  manpower,  including  building  trades- 
men, draftsmen,  architects,  engineers  and 
many  others,  who  a year  or  two  after  Vic- 
tory will  probably  be  made  attractive  offers 
to  go  to  Europe  and  rebuild  the  devastated 
areas  in  practically  every  country  over 
there.  That  too  is  bound  to  affect  our 
building  industry  as  well  as  the  cost  of 
building. 

Architectural  prelims  . . . 
to  profitable  theatre 
planning 


(Continued  from  page  14) 
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argosheen  cleaner 


The  ideal  all  purpose  cleaner  for 
Theatre  use. 

Works  wonders  on  woodwork, 
porcelain,  tile,  linoleum,  walls,  up- 
holstery fabrics,  windows,  mirrors 
and  chromium  fixtures. 
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their  building  and  remodeling  problems 
only  to  qualified  architects.  But  in  too 
many  instances  even  the  successful  opera- 
tors do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  valu- 
able service  early  enough  in  the  procedure 
to  avoid  many  pitfalls.  Preliminary  studies 
should  be  made  far  in  advance  of  any  fur- 
ther attempts  to  promote  or  plan  a theatre. 
Thus  only  can  the  practical  foundation  be 
laid  for  a profitable  building  and  business 
venture. 

From  the  earliest  preliminary  stage  to 
the  final  opening  date  of  a theatre  project, 
there  is  need  for  careful  study  and  coordi- 
nation between  all  unrelated  (until  then) 
elements  involved  in  the  completion  of  a 
money-making  enterprise.  No  other  type 
of  building  combines  so  many  technical 
problems.  Practically  all  the  creative  arts 
and  a majority  of  the  mechanical  sciences 
are  inevitably  to  be  met  in  the  design  and 
construction  of  a modern  theatre. 

But  prior  to  these  considerations,  the 
psychology  of  public  relations,  ever- 
changing  social  conditions  and  industrial 
economics  present  themselves  for  study. 
Therein  lies  the  first  and  most  important 
of  the  five  fundamental  functions  of  able 
architectural  service,  which  are,  in  the 
logical  order  of  application,  as  follows:  (1) 
Preliminary  studies;  (2)  Preparation  of 
work  drawings;  (3)  Writing  of  specifica- 
tions; (4)  Scale  and  full-sized  detail 
drawings;  (5)  Purchase  approval  and  work 
supervision. 

Start  right.  Don’t  skip  the  prelimi- 
naries. They’re  vital  to  a successful  follow- 
through  for  a profitable  theatre  enterL 
prise. 


Bright  lights  are  the  order  of  the  day 
now — no  more  dimouts.  This  simple  pro- 
vision will  stimulate  popularity  of  any  the- 
atre. 


OPTICAL  CO.,  ROCHESTER  2,  N.  Y. 
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Sharper,  clearer  pictures  reproduced  on  the 
screen  with  the  same  brilliance  and  contrast 
that  is  in  the  film  are  the  result  of  using  B&L 
Super  Cinephor  f:2.0  Projection  Lenses.  Because 
they  are  “Balcote”  coated — the  revolutionary 
new  B&L  lens  coating  that  reduces  “flare”  and 
reflections  and  permits  the  passage  of  more 
light — they  permit  screen  images  that  are  not 
“washed  out”  by  light  reflections  inside  the 
lens  system.  Precision  anastigmatic  correction 
adds  to  image  quality  because  it  insures  critically 
sharp  reproduction  over  the  entire  screen  area. 

For  the  same  qualities  in  longer  focal  lengths 
ask  for  Cinephor  Series  II  . . . for  a moderately 
priced  lens  with  excellent  correction  ask  for 
Cinephor  Lenses  f:2.0  or  Cinephor  Series  I 
Projection  Lenses. 

Production  for  victory  has  unquestioned 
priority.  While  this  may  cause  inconvenience, 
delay,  and  sacrifice  in  filling  civilian  orders  we 
know  it  has  the  unqualified  endorsement  of 
everyone  with  whom  America  comes  first. 


Will  Greater  Contrast 


Bausch  & Lomb  Cinephor 
and  Super  Cinephor  Lenses 
are  sold  by  the  National 
Theater  Supply  Co.,  and  also 
by  leading  independent  thea* 
ter  supply  houses. 


BAUSCH  & LOMB 


give  you 
Better  Pictures ? 


More  “Box  Office”  with  NU-WOOD 

Make  your  theatre  new  again  with  Nu-Wood 
Interior  Finish!  Nu-Wood  has  a velvety  tex- 
ture— comes  in  soft,  fadeproof  colors]  Im- 
proves faulty  acoustics  — adds  insulation 
value,  too.  For  full  information,  write  Wood 
Conversion  Company,  Dept.  134-1,  First  Na- 
tional Bank  Building,  St.  Paul  1,  Minnesota. 
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A Lady  Runs  a Theatre 
and  she  likes  her  job . . . 

(Continued  from  page  12) 


keeping  and  effective  picture  exploitation. 
All  of  which  isn’t  bad  for  a little  lady  com- 
peting with  some  83  male  managers  un- 
handicapped. 

In  August  of  last  year,  Mrs.  Adams  was 
relieved  of  her  original  berth  at  the 
O’Klare  and  moved  into  the  management 
of  the  circuit’s  900-seat  Badger  Theatre, 
where  she  says,  “I  am  still  holding  forth 
in  spite  of  hell,  hoodlums  and  high  taxes.” 

Good  Housekeeping 

Besides  personality  and  perseverance, 
two  most  logical  reasons  stand  out  in  ex- 


planation of  why  Georgia  Adams  went 
ahead  so  rapidly  and  still  holds  forth  as 
a prize-winning  theatre  manager:  (1) 
Good  housekeeping  and  (2)  smart  show- 
mandising. Suppose  we  let  her  explain  her 
principles  on  both,  which  we  quote 
verbatim: 

‘‘My  housekeeping  policy  is  really  very 
simple  but  I believe  quite  effective.  Each 
day  after  the  janitors  are  through  clean- 
ing, I take  my  notebook  and  pencil  in 
hand  and  check  the  entire  theatre,  mak- 
ing notes  on  what  should  be  done  that 
isn’t:  needed  repairs,  and  so  forth.  The 
things  I list  are  then  discussed  with  the 
janitor  and  are  done  as  soon  as  possible 
and  practicable. 

‘‘Theatre  maintenance,  particularly,  is 
a continuous  process.  It  must  be  done 
every  day.  The  Minnesota  Amusement 
Company  slogan  is  ‘as  clean  as  a battle- 
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ship’  and  although  that  may  seem  like 
an  impossibility  in  these  times  of  help 
shortages,  I believe  that  if  the  manager 
keeps  constant  check  on  maintenance  and 
housekeeping,  it  can  be  done. 

“Being  a woman,  I perhaps  lay  more 
stress  on  clean  restrooms  than  most  men 
would.  In  all  three  theatres  where  I have 
been  manager  I have  increased  the  light- 
ing in  the  ladies’  restrooms.  I have  found 
almost  without  exception  that  the  lighting 
is  inadequate  in  theatre  ladies’  lounges 
and  restrooms.  We  women  must  touch  up 
our  makeup  and  if  the  lighting  isn’t  ade- 
quate, we  go  out  to  meet  our  beloveds 
looking  like  the  painted  face  on  the  bar- 
room floor. 

“During  show  hours,  I have  one  boy 
who  does  nothing  else  but  keep  the  lobby 
and  foyer  swept  up  and  clear  of  paper, 
popcorn  boxes  and  such,  and  see  that 
restroom  floors  are  mopped  up,  dirty  tow- 
els, cigarette  butts  and  all  trash  disposed 
of  and  all  towel  and  paper  holders  filled. 
Larger  theatres  and  city  theatres  generally 
have  maids  who  do  this  work,  but  the 
small-town  exhibitor  who  does  not  have 
this  kind  of  help  can  always  find  a school 
boy  who  makes  a good  substitute.  He  will 
also  find,  as  I have,  that  keeping  the  front 
of  the  theatre  and  restrooms  spotless 
makes  for  increased  patronage  and  prof- 
its, particularly  among  women. 

“Draperies  are  another  thing  that 
women  notice  more  than  men.  I have 
them  dry-cleaned  f re  quently  and 
vacuumed  often  to  keep  them  free  of 
noticeable  dust  and  dirt.  There’s  no 
doubt  about  it,  theatre  management  and 
maintenance  properly  done  is  a man-sized 
job  and  I’ve  heard  many  men  say  it  can’t 
be  done  by  a woman.  However,  it  is  being 
done  not  only  by  me  but  a lot  of  other 
gals.  What’s  more,  fellas,  we  aren’t  losing 
our  femininity  by  doing  it.  I'm  only  five- 
foot-two  and  with  all  the  curves  in  the 
right  places;  but  in  spite  of  that  I’m  do- 
ing a man’s  job.  The  boys  still  open  doors 
for  me,  help  me  on  with  my  coat  and  see 
that  I don’t  get  run  over  when  I cross 
a street.” 


Picture  Saleslady 

On  the  subject  of  showmandising,  Geor- 
gia had  this  to  say,  reiterating  her  con- 
viction that  “exploitation  will  never  cease 
to  be  fascinating.”  She  exploits  at  least 
one  picture  a month  and  always  recog- 
nizes holidays  in  some  special  manner. 
For  example: 

“For  Hallowe’en  I held  a midnight  show 
and  for  a week  in  advance  the  lobby  was 
decorated  in  Hallowe’en  colors,  black  and 
orange,  and  a large  box  was  made  to  look 
like  a coffin.  Placed  inside  the  coffin  was 
a luminous  cardboard  skeleton  for  which 
the  staff  had  made  a papier  mache  head. 
Above  this  was  a 3-sheet  advertising  the 
feature.  At  the  other  end  of  the  lobby  was 
another  3-sheet  frame  containing  ‘Special 
Midnight  Show’  advertising.  Skeletons, 
paper  cats  and  witches  were  also  used 
in  the  lobby  and  foyer.  In  addition  to  this, 
I used  window  cards,  radio  and  newspaper 
advertising.  Everyone  on  the  staff,  in- 
cluding the  manager,  dressed  in  costume 
for  the  midnight  show  and  all  took  part 
in  the  ‘spook’  show  before  the  feature. 

“At  Eastertime  last  year,  I bought  ten 
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live  bunnies  from  a farmer.  I displayed 
these  in  a window  with  apropriate  adver- 
tising a week  in  advance.  The  Saturday 
before  Easter  I held  two  Kiddie  Matinees 
and  gave  the  rabbits  away.  Needless  to 
say,  we  played  to  a packed  house  for  both 
matinees. 

“I  have  used  window  displays,  book- 
marks placed  in  libraries  and  U.S.O.,  and 
many  other  picture  tie-ups.  At  present  I 
am  working  out  a Kiddie  Birthday  Club 
idea  which  I intend  to  inaugurate  simul- 
taneously with  the  start  of  a new  serial. 
In  this  way  the  youngsters  will  see  the  first 
chapter  and  once  they  start  they  gener- 
ally will  come  every  Saturday  to  see  it 
through  to  the  end.  At  very  little  cost  to 
the  theatre,  I am  having  membership 
cards  printed,  will  run  a trailer  on  the 
screen  and  expect  to  get  some  free  news- 
paper publicity  on  it.  I am  now  also 
working  on  some  ideas  for  Christmas  and 
New  Year’s  shows.” 

A Feminine  Facet 

And  here’s  another  little  sidelight  on 
the  Adams  formula  for  improved  public 
relations.  Maybe  it’s  merely  a feminine 
quirk;  but  we’ll  say,  let’s  have  more  like  it: 

“It  seems  that  I have  gone  to  school 
all  my  life  and  I guess  it  has  become  a 
habit  because  now  I am  starting  a course 
in  Spanish  conversation  at  the  college 
here  in  Eau  Claire.  I don’t  suppose  it  will 
be  of  any  particular  value  to  me  in  my 
work;  but  it  serves  a purpose.  Through 
these  classes  I am  meeting  new  people, 
which  I believe  is  an  asset  to  anyone  in 
show  business  and  it  also  keeps  me  from 
getting  into  a rut,  so  to  speak.  I think 
because  of  the  hours  show  people  work,  we 
are  quite  apt  to  lose  social  contacts  with 
other  people  outside  of  the  business.  In 
time  our  interests  may  become  so  narrow 
that  we’ll  be  social  ‘duds’  unless  with 
someone  who  can  talk  our  language.  I 
also  have  joined  a church  here  and  while 
that  wasn’t  done  for  business  reasons,  it 
is  surprising  how  greatly  this  contact  has 
helped  me.  In  addition  to  this,  I am  doing 
Red  Cross  work,  folding  surgical  dress- 
ings, and  anything  else  I can  do  to  help 
the  war  effort.” 

In  answer  to  the  customary  question 
at  the  conclusion  of  our  interview,  Georgia 
succinctly  summed  it  all  up,  saying: 

“What  do  I think  of  theatre  manage- 
ment? Well,  when  I’ve  had  a particularly 
trying  day  and  everything  has  happened 
except  having  the  theatre  burn  down,  I 
swear  it’s  a dog’s  life  and  wonder  why  the 
heck  I stay  in  it.  Then  I go  home  and 
get  a night’s  sleep  and  come  back  the 
next  day  ready  to  punch  anyone  in  the 
nose  who  says  it  isn’t  the  grandest,  great- 
est, most  glorious  business  in  the  world. 
It  gets  in  your  hair,  it  gets  in  your  blood; 
you  eat  it,  you  sleep  it;  you  hate  it,  you 
love  it.  It  all  SHOW  BUSINESS  and  al- 
though some  people  say  it’s  hell,  I say 
if  it  is,  heaven  can  wait!” 


One  thing  that  can  be  done  now  to  give 
an  old  theatre  a new  lease  on  life  is  redec- 
oration. Paint  applied  artistically  can 
work  wonders  in  awakening  public  interest. 


The  ''mechanical  sitter ” 
shown  here  applies  a load 
to  theatre  chair  cushions 
equivalent  to  a heavy  person 
sitting  down.  Spring  units 
approved  by  American  Seat- 
ing Company  must  with- 
stand 100,000  "sits.” 


Your  postwar  chairs 
will  be  better  chairs 

NEW  improvements  for  your  postwar  theatre  chairs  are  now 
being  carefully  tested.  Some  of  these  improvements  are 
the  outcome  of  new  problems  met  and  solved  in  the  course  of 
our  war  production. 

Our  constant  research  and  testing  have  proved  their  value 
during  the  war  years.  American  Seating  Company  theatre 
chairs  have  remained  sturdy  and  sound  during  long  hard  use. 

The  tests  now  under  way  on  the  new  improvements  devel- 
oped during  the  war  hold  promise  of  even  greater  value  and 
serviceability  for  your  theatre  chairs  of  tomorrow.  When  pro- 
duction is  resumed  after  final  Victory,  American  Seating  Com- 
pany will  again  be  your  source  for  the  finest  in  theatre  seating. 


(yfmmcan  Seating  Company 

GRAND  RAPIDS  2,  MICHIGAN 

WOIILIKS  LEADER  l\  PUBLIC  SEVTLAC 

Manufacturers  of  Theatre,  Auditorium,  School,  Church,  Transportation  and  Stadium  Seating 
Branch  Offices  and  Distributors  in  Principal  Cities 


ROBIN-IMPERIAL  STEDYPOWER 
MOTOR-GENERATOR  SETS 

"The  Box-Office  Lifeline " 

Backed  by  55  years'  electrical  experience  and 
35  years'  theatre  experience. 

"They  Generate  (not  rectify)  the  current." 

PROPER  CHARACTERISTICS— DEPENDABILITY— ECONOMY 
Designed  specifically  for  use  with  direct  current  operated 
projection  arcs,  the  most  easily  controlled,  reliable,  efficient, 
constant  and  uniform  high  intensity  light  source. 

Built  in  all  ratings  and  combinations. 

Write  for  literature  and  complete  details. 

J.  E.  ROBIN,  INC. 

330  W.  42nd  Street  • New  York  City 
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Dear  Subscriber:  Please  put  a marker  here  and  pass  this  issue  on  to  Projection  Room 


CINE'  CLINIC 


PRACTICAL  DISCUSSIONS  ON  MODERN 
PROJECTION  AND  SOUND  PRACTICES 


No  Decision  Yet  on  the  Film 

Damage  Situation 

by  THE  CONDUCTOR 


— ^ Nf  RGUMENTS  on  the  whys  and 
wherefores  of  film  print  damages  still  wax 
warm  and  fervent  in  these  here  clinical 
columns.  Allegations  range  all  the  way 
from  the  soda  jerk  operators  in  our  pro- 
jection rooms  to  inefficient  reel  bands 
used  by  the  exchanges. 

The  consensus  of  expressed  opinion  to 
date  would  seem  to  indicate  that  worn- 
out  projector  mechanisms  used  far  beyond 
their  normal  life  expectancy  and  passed 
down  the  line  through  interminable  trade- 
ins,  overhauls  and  resales  are  not  so  much 
to  blame  for  film  mutilation  as  some  of 
the  many  other  factors  mentioned. 

Perhaps  this  will  be  somewhat  of  a shock 
to  our  up-front  colleague,  Ansel  M.  Moore, 
who  originally  precipitated  this  free-for- 
all  with  his  proposal  to  get  rid  of  the  rat- 
tletraps and  solve  the  problem  forthwith. 

Ansel  apparently  forgot  to  reckon  with 
a host  of  hardboiled  projectionists  whom 
he  had  counted  on  to  amen  his  proposal 
that  they  all  be  provided  with  newer  and 
better  tools  to  work  with.  Well,  anyhow, 
he  asked  for  testimony  pro  and  con  and 
up  to  now  the  cons  have  it.  But  until  the 
evidence  is  safely  all  in,  there  can  be  no 
decision  rendered.  So  let’s  get  on  with  the 
testimony. 

Comes  now  Proj.  Samuel  C.  Talar- 
ico  of  I.  A.  Local  529,  Long  Branch,  New 
Jersey,  who  deposes  as  follows: 

“I  have  been  following  your  Cine'  Clinic 
in  The  Modern  Theatre  for  quite  some 
time  now.  The  reason  I am  writing  is  be- 
cause I would  like  to  put  in  my  two  cents’ 
worth  on  the  subject  of  ‘soda  jerks’  as 
projectionists  in  a highly  skilled  profes- 
sion. 

“First,  I want  it  understood  that  I am 
not  defending  these  jerks.  But  let’s  be 
honest  and  put  the  blame  where,  in  my 
estimation,  it  really  belongs.  I’ll  take  the 
liberty  of  asking  one  question:  How  do 
these  youngsters  get  into  the  profession? 
Surely  no  exhibitor  is  going  out  onto  the 
street  and  call  a boy  into  his  theatre,  give 
him  the  keys  to  the  projection  room,  show 


him  a few  switches  and  then  tell  him  to 
go  ahead.  So  we  return  to  the  question — 
How? 

“If  ycu  fellow  projectionists  will  think 
back  to  when  you  first  became  interested 
in  motion  pictures  and  their  projection, 
jou  will  remember  that  most  of  us  had  to 
learn  from  someone  who  was  already  in 
the  business.  Hold  on  you  old-timers.  I 
don’t  mean  you  from  the  hand-crank  days. 
You  boys  practically  started  from  scratch. 

“Many  projectionists  at  one  time  or  an- 
other have  brought  young  boys  into  the 
theatre  to  act  as  reel  boys,  errand  boys  and 
all  around  helpers.  A good  many  of  these 
beys  have  put  their  noses  to  the  grind- 
stone and  become  competent  projectionists; 
but  t thers  just  took  a passing  interest  in 
the  trade.  These  are  the  ones  who,  having 
learned  to  thread  up,  strike  an  arc  and 
splice  some  trailers,  went  out  and  boasted 
to  their  friends  about  how  good  they  could 
operate  movie  machines.  And  with  the 
manpower  shortage,  these  same  boys  have 


JITTERS  & JERKS 


Teacher:  “Don’t  ask  so  many  questions, 
kid.  Can’t  you  see  I’m  busy  doping  out  my 
winners  for  today?  It’s  disturbin’.’’ 


bluffed  their  way  into  jobs  which  many  of 
them  should  not  be  holding. 

“Then  the  blame,  as  I see  it,  belongs  to 
the  projectionists.  Yes,  I mean  it.  Those 
who  do  not  bother  to  take  these  youngsters 
in  hand  and  teach  them  the  business  in 
the  proper  manner.  The  ones  who  are  lazy 
and  have  that  devil-may-care  attitude  just 
so  long  as  they  have  a helper  and  the  pic- 
ture is  on  the  screen.  These  habits  and 
attitudes  are  passed  on  to  beginners  per- 
haps unconsciously,  but  unless  they  are 
taught  differently  the  novices  will  con- 
tinue in  the  footsteps  of  the  instructors 
and  thereby  become  ‘jerky’  operators.  Is  it 
any  wonder? 

“Mr.  Willard,  Sgt.  Brooks  and  the  oth- 
ers probably  have  overlooked  this  fact, 
possibly  because  they  had  good  instruc- 
tions and  teaching.  Naturally  this  would 
not  enter  into  their  minds.  However,  I 
had  poor  instruction  in  the  beginning.  Yet, 
with  the  advent  of  talking  pictures  and  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  I really  was  inter- 
ested, I soon  became  a full-fledged  pro- 
jectionist. Where  would  I have  been  if  I 
had  not  the  mind  or  the  proper  instructors 
to  teach  me? 

“The  exhibitor  also  comes  in  for  some 
of  the  blame.  Why?  Because  quite  a few 
do  not  know  the  projection  end  of  the 
theatre  business  as  they  should.  With  the 
manpower  shortage  being  what  it  is,  the 
exhibitor  who  does  not  know  his  projection 
room  will  hire  almost  anyone  who  can 
make  a changeover  and  thread  up.  He  has 
no  other  alternative,  because  he  is  led  to 
believe  that  the  man  he  is  hiring  knows 
how  to  operate.  If  we  had  adequate  laws 
in  many  states  as  some  of  the  other  crafts 
have,  this  situation  could  be  readily  reme- 
died. 

“So,  boys,  let’s  give  the  youngsters 

proper  instruction  before  we  send  them 
out  to  responsible  jobs.  Otherwise  keep 
them  out  of  the  booths.  Make  sure  the 
boy  wants  to  learn  the  trade.  In  this  way 
only  can  we  keep  projection  on  the  high 
plane  that  it  has  always  held.  With  the 
coming  of  television,  it  will  be  more  than 
ever  necessary  to  have  competent  and 

learned  projectionists.  Remember:  If  you 
can’t  teach  properly,  don’t  try.  Leave  that 
to  the  projectionist  who  can.  I think  that 
you  get  my  viewpoint.” 

* * * 

We  do,  Sam,  and  it  sounds  quite  logical 
and  fair  to  all  concerned.  Come  in  again 
sometime. 

* * * 

And  now  we  have  Proj.  Bert  Penzien 
of  Local  735  I.  A.,  Detroit,  Michigan.  Says 
Bert: 

“Concerning  the  damaging  of  film,  I 
agree  with  Proj.  Willard,  Proj.  Brooks  and 
others  . . . but  not  with  Mr.  Moore. 

“There  are  many  things  which  cause 
film  damage;  but  I think  the  biggest  of- 
fender is  these  kids  who  are  playing  around 
with  the  job  and  passing  it  along  from  one 
to  another  as  soon  as  the  novelty  wears 
off.  Many  of  these  fellows  are  not  projec- 
tionists. Just  plain  ordinary  lousy  machine 
operators  is  what  I call  them.  They  don’t 
even  know  they  are  doing  any  damage, 
much  less  how  to  prevent  it,  and  the  box- 
office-happy  exhibitor  who  lets  them  work 
is  more  to  blame  than  they  are.  The  main 
reason  he  hires  them  is  because  a good 
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projectionist  will  not  work  for  the  low 
wages  these  hams  will  go  for. 

“I’m-  afraid  new  equipment  would  not 
solve  the  problem,  although  everybody  al- 
ways accuses  the  machines  first — probably 
because  they  can’t  talk  back.  For  example, 
take  the  trade  of  a carpenter.  If  you  hired 
a novice  to  do  some  finish  work  for  you 
and  after  he  finished  the  job  it  looked 
like  the  village  idiot  had  done  it,  the  ham 
carpenter  could  say  the  saw  was  crooked 
and  he  didn’t  have  the  new  improved  type 
of  self-centering  hammer,  plus  the  fact 
that  the  nails  had  the  heads  on  the  wrong 
end.  Would  you  accept  such  an  excuse? 
I hardly  think  so  because  an  experienced 
carpenter  with  the  skill  to  use  the  same 
tools  properly  could  turn  out  a flawless  job. 

“A  good  projectionist  keeps  his  equip- 
ment in  good  shape  just  as  a good  carpen- 
ter keeps  his  tools  in  good  shape.  Now 
don’t  get  the  idea  that  I don’t  favor  new 
equipment,  because  I do.  In  good  hands 
it  will  give  better  results.  Anybody  can 
learn  how  to  thread  up  picture  machines, 
make  changes  and  light  lamps  in  two 
weeks.  But  it  takes  about  two  years  to  turn 
out  a projectionist  who  knows  enough 
about  his  trade  to  keep  his  machines  in 
proper  condition  and  handle  film  carefully 
so  as  not  to  damage  it.  Some  of  these  ham 
operators  don’t  even  know  they  are  dam- 
aging film  or  what  to  recommend  in  the 
way  of  repairs  to  prevent  it,  even  if  they 
did  know  their  machines  needed  new  parts. 
You  can’t  expect  the  novice  operator  to 
take  the  place  of  a skilled  projectionist  any 
more  than  you  could  expect  a soda  jerk 
or  a drug  store  clerk  to  fill  the  job  of  the 
experienced  pharmacist. 

“In  conclusion,  I see  no  relief  from  this 
problem  until  the  many  good  projectionists 
now  in  the  armed  forces  get  back  on  the 
jobs.  In  the  meantime,  the  idea  suggested 
by  Proj.  V.  W.  Brooks  of  making  the  the- 
atres responsible  for  film  damage  is  well 
worth  working  on.  The  large  percentage 
of  good  exhibitors  and  projectionists 
should  be  in  favor  of  this  plan.  The  film 
damage  problem  seems  to  be  nation-wide 
and  I hope  these  letters  stir  up  someone 
who  is  in  position  to  enforce  better  projec- 
tion practice  in  the  whole  48  states.  The 
film  companies  are  in  the  best  position  to 
do  this  inasmuch  as  it  is  their  product 
which  is  being  mishandled.  Well,  that’s  all, 
brother;  let’s  hear  more  from  others.” 

* * * 

And  doubtless  we  will,  Bert.  Like  Ol’ 
Man  River,  this  argument  has  so  many 
ramifications  it  could  go  on  and  on  and  on. 

* * * 

Here  we  have  a deposition  from  Proj. 
Donald  McRae  (Hoot  Mon!  Pass  the 
haggis)  on  the  letterhead  of  the  Liberty 
Theatre  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  Says 
Don: 

“I  read  all  of  your  columns  and  enjoy 
reading  what  fellow  projectionists  have  to 
say.  I agree  100  per  cent  with  what  Proj. 
John  Hecht  said  about  60-minute  features 
being  kept  on  three  reels.  I too  cut  down 
on  the  number  of  reels  and  I don’t  bother 
about  splitting  them  up  when  I send  them 
back  to  the  exchanges. 

“Now  a few  words  about  damaged  prints. 
Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  film  damage  is 
the  fault  of  the  exchanges,  because  they 
do  not  check  film  any  more.  They  just  re- 


wind it  and  place  their  seal  of  inspection 
on  it  and  send  it  out.  And  the  operator 
has  to  either  take  chances  that  it  will  run 
a show  without  breaking  or  has  to  spend 
two  or  three  hours  at  the  bench  putting 
it  in  a safe  condition  to  run. 

“I  have  been  operating  since  1929  and 
have  ccme  to  the  conclusion  that  ex- 
changes are  more  careless  now  than  they 
have  ever  been  before.  I work  in  a second- 
run  house  and  have  run  prints  as  old  as 
1938  and  they  are  in  better  condition  than 
some  1944  prints.  I received  a print  today 
and  had  to  remake  every  splice  over  again 
after  it  had  been  so-called  checked  at  the 
exchange.  Had  I run  this  print  without 
first  inspecting  it,  I would  have  had  plenty 
of  trouble.  My  experience  with  exchange 
splices  leads  me  to  believe  that  they  use 
a cheap  grade  of  film  cement  or  their 
splicers  need  a good  going  over. 

“I  don’t  recall  at  this  moment  ever  see- 
ing anything  in  regard  to  booth  fires  in 
your  columns;  but  I will  say  that  seven 
out  of  ten  fires  could  have  been  prevented 
had  the  exchanges  done  their  duty.  I 
make  this  statement  because  when  a splice 
pulls  apart  and  jams  in  the  projector,  we 
operators  are  usually  busy  at  the  bench 
repairing  or  cleaning  some  part  of  the 
machine,  and  before  we  can  get  over  to 
shut  the  light  off  the  film  has  piled  up 
in  the  head  or  run  out  on  the  floor  and 
is  afire  before  you  can  count  three. 

“The  exchanges  always  put  the  film 
damage  blame  onto  the  operators.  I know 
because  I have  complained  to  them  in 
person  and  have  even  sent  prints  back 
to  them  Without  ever  running  them.  I 
hope  some  day  to  be  able  to  again  receive 
A-l  prints. 

“What  do  you  think  of  the  idea  of  ex- 
changes appointing  someone  to  call  on  the- 
atres and  inspect  equipment  and  see  how 
we  projectionists  handle  their  prints?” 

• * * 

Donald,  you  may  have  something  in  that 
idea.  But  according  to  your  experiences,  it 
might  be  still  better  for  the  exchanges  to 
appoint  a super-inspector  to  inspect  film 
inspection.  Eh,  what? 

* * * 

No  doubt  some  of  you  will  recall  (issue 
of  August  12,  1944)  an  anonymous  com- 
munique from  a Cleveland,  Ohio,  operator 
who  signed  it  “A  Projectionist,”  and  who 
had  something  important  to  say  about 
film  damage  cause  and  correction.  Since 
then  we’ve  been  able  to  identify  him  as 
Proj.  Thomas  A.  Kulka  of  I.  A.  160,  a 
practicing  projectionist  and  patentee  of 
the  plastic  Pro-Tex  reel  band.  Comes 
again  Mr.  Kulka,  who  says: 

“The  problem  of  increasing  the  useful 
life  of  motion  picture  films  has  been  with 
the  industry  from  its  very  beginning.  The 
chemist  has  improved  the  film  base,  in- 
creasing its  pliability,  its  uniformity,  its 
transparency,  its  resistance  to  wear,  par- 
ticularly at  the  sprockets.  The  projection 
engineer  has  studied  the  effect  on  film 
life  of  sprocket  sizes,  size  and  shape  of 
sprocket  teeth,  size,  shape  and  spacing  of 
sprocket  holes,  overall  speed  of  the  film 
and  pull-down  speed,  tension,  form  and 
length  of  tension  shoes,  and  so  forth,  and 
reduced  the  results  of  these  studies  to 
standards  and  incorporated  them  into  pro- 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 

Keeping  up  with  the  “Kinks”  is  quite  a 
problem.  We’ve  seen  some  pretty  clever 
gadgets  go  into  The  Pot;  some  have  been 
gags,  a la  Rube  Goldberg;  but  in  the  ma- 
jority practically  all  of  them  have  served 
to  point  up  problems  of  operation  that  call 
for  engineered  correction. 

However,  your  columnist  would  like  to 
see  more  questions  asked  by  our  contribu- 
tors. It’s  no  crime  to  ask  questions  and 
pose  problems,  boys.  So  let’s  give  the  gadg- 
eteers  some  more  targets  to  shoot  at. 

From  Proj.  H.  F.  Falconbury  of  the 
Rialto  Theatre  in  Plymouth,  Indiana,  we 
get  an  assortment  of  “kinks”  which  may 
prove  helpful.  Here  they  are,  illustrated 
and  described  by  H.  F.  F.  himself.  We 
copy  him,: 

“Drawing  ‘A’  is  a rough  sketch  of  my 
one-hand  changeover.  My  dowser  change- 
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over  switches  are  the  wall  type,  mounted 
at  a level  with  the  top  of  the  amplifier. 
The  sketch  shows  how  I mounted  rods  on 
dowser  switch  boxes  for  changing  over 
the  sound.  By  simply  lifting  a handle  to 
the  horizontal  and  simultaneously  pressing 
the  dowser  push  button,  the  complete 
changeover  is  made  and  you  have  one 
hand  free. 

“This  kink  is  really  practical  if  made 
and  mounted  properly.  Many  are  the  times 

(Continued  on  page  29) 
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jectors  with  resultant  increase  in  the  use- 
ful life  of  motion  picture  films. 

“The  wasteful  effect  of  worn  sprockets, 
tracks,  tension  shoes  and  improper  tension, 
and  the  various  other  destructive  effects 
of  worn  and  improperly  adjusted  equip- 
ment has  been  publicized  to  theatre  own- 


ers and  projectionists  and  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  have  the  proper  remedies 
applied  so  that  those  receiving  the  film 
after  them  may  benefit  just  as  they  ex- 
pect to  benefit  from  like  precautions  that 
may  be  taken  by  their  predecessors. 

“There  remains  another  kind  of  film 
damage  and  perhaps  the  most  destructive 
of  all:  That  of  brokeji  film  edges  incurred 
in  ship-ping.  These  broken  film  edges  not 
only  shorten  the  life  of  the  film  but  con- 
stitute a very  definite  and  dangerous  fire 
hazard.  It  is  easy  to  dispose  of  this  dam- 
age as  a result  of  careless  rewinding  either 
in  the  inspection  room  or  the  projection 
room  and  look  no  further,  but  the  cause 
goes  deeper  than  that.  If  the  rewinding 


equipment  were  constructed  with  the  pre- 
cision of  a lathe,  the  uprights  as  solid  as 
if  they  rested  on  a lathe  bed,  perfectly 
parallel,  with  spindles  true  and  operating 
on  perfect  bearings  properly  lined  up,  the 
reel  hubs  with  a tight  bearing  fit  on  the 
spindles  and  a uniform  motor  or  cranking 
speed,  then  a smoothly  wound  reel  with  no 
film  projecting  beyond  the  body  of  the  reel 
would  still  be  impossible  either  in  the  in- 
spection room  or  projection  room  when 
using  the  general  run  of  exchange  reels 
now  in  use. 

“Much  money,  time  and  engineering  skill 
has  been  devoted  to  developing  a reel  that 
would  stand  the  service  to  which  reels  are 
subjected  in  shipping,  but  the  problem  has 
not  been  solved  in  that  manner  and  the 
best  of  exchange  reels  will  not  stand  up 
very  long. 

“Admitting  that  most  rewinds  cannot  be 
kept  in  line,  that  spindles  will  wear,  that 
constant  speed  cannot  always  be  main- 
tained, that  projectionists  have  a show  to 
watch  while  rewinding  and  above  all  ad- 
mitting that  shipping  reels  are  not  always 
the  best  and  shipping  cases  get  a lot  of 
banging  around,  there  is  still  a solution  to 
the  film  edge  damage  in  handling  and 
shipping  motion  picture  films.  That  solu- 
tion lies  in  the  provision  of  a protective 
reel  band. 

“My  Pro-Tex  reel  band,  as  illustrated 
here,  is  simple  and  quickly  explained  and 
demonstrated.  It  is  a plastic  band,  40mm 
wide,  .040-inch  thick,  and  of  sufficient 
length  to  wrap  around  a large  reel,  and 
with  a suitable  metal  spring  clasp  so  that 
when  placed  around  a reel  of  film  it  gives 
support  to  the  periphery  of  the  reel  just  as 
the  hub  supports  the  inner  edge.  This  pre- 
vents crushing  of  the  film  in  handling, 
packing  and  in  shipping.  Also  this  support 
protects  the  reel  itself  and  insures  a 
longer  life. 

“The  life  of  this  reel  band  should  equal 
or  exceed  that  of  the  film.  It  may  be  made 
in  colors  and  imprinted  as  desired.  In  the 
quantities  needed  for  exchange  work,  the 
cost  will  be  very  small,  particularly  in  view 
of  the  postwar  production  capacity  of  the 
plastic  manufacturers.  The  band  also  is 
made  for  16mm  reels  and  for  the  larger 
sizes  of  reels.  It  is  even  more  important 
for  16mm  film  protection  than  for  35mm.” 

* * * 

Okay,  Tom.  We  hope  you  sell  plenty  of 
your  reel  bands  to  the  producers  and  ex- 
changemen.  The  idea  should  click  with 
projectionists  and  exhibs  who  find  fre- 
quent occasion  to  crab  about  the  inade- 
quacy of  paper  reel  bands. 

* * * 

Proj.  Lloyd  Cullens  of  the  Isis  The- 
atre at  Lucas,  Kansas,  favors  the  state 
licensing  of  projectionists.  He  puts  it  this 
way: 

“I  have  been  a reader  of  your  section 
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ever  since  I have  been  in  the  booth  and 
have  sure  enjoyed  and  received  a lot  of 
good  information. 

“In  the  last  several  months  items  have 
appeared  on  film  damage,  but  very  few 
have  offered  any  solution  for  it.  I have 
one  which  I personally  think  would  help 
a lot.  In  the  State  of  Kansas  as  well  as 
many  others,  we  have  no  protection 
against  anybody  working  in  the  booth.  I 
suggest  a law  to  require  all  projectionists 
to  take  an  examination  on  proficiency — 
one  tough  enough  to  eliminate  all  who  are 
not  fit,  and  require  all  to  hold  licenses. 

“I  have  a booth  12  by  14  feet.  Simplex 
machines,  RCA  sound  and  Brenkert  low 
intensity  arc  lamps.  They  may  not  be  as 
new  as  you  find  in  larger  theatres;  but  I’m 
just  as  proud  of  them  as  I would  be  of  the 
newest  ones  on  the  market. 

“My  trouble  is  limited  to  only  minor 
things.  Why?  Because  I try  to  keep  my 
equipment  and  the  booth  as  clean  as  pos- 
sible; the  machinery  well  oiled  at  all  times. 
I don’t  use  much  at  a time  but  oil  often. 
I also  watch  the  wearing  parts  of  the  ma- 
chines and  replace  them  before  they  break 
down — not  afterwards. 

“Thanks  for  letting  me  shoot  off  here 
and  let’s  have  the  Clinic  more  often. 
Keep  up  the  good  work.” 

* * * 

You’re  welcome,  Lloyd.  We’ll  continue 
the  Clinic  sessions  thirteen  times  a year 
and  as  long  as  the  boys  keep  passing  the 
ammunition.  Remember 


NO  MORE  TORN  SEATS 


Trade  Mark  Registered  U.S.  Patent 
Office  No.  406496  and  not  to  be  con- 
fused with  imitations  with  similar 
names. 

Quickly  repairs  cuts  and  rips  on  leatherette 
seats.  Colors:  brown,  green,  black,  maroon, 
blue.  Specify  color  when  ordering.  Complete 
Kit  including  1 qt.  Leather  Coating  ...  $6. 
f.o.b.  Chicago. 


Permanently  anchors  loose  chair3  to  concrete 
floors  in  ten  minutes.  Complete  Kit  and  In- 
structions . . . $5.  f.o.b.  Chicago. 


PARTS — New  and  Used  for  all  makes  of 
chairs. 


GENERAL  CHAIR  CO. 

1308-22  Elston  Ave.  CHICAGO  22,  ILL. 


HUWI  IT  YotlftSitt 


Same  amount  popped  corn  fills 
four  % # bags  ...  or  5 of  our 
cartons  at  5c  extra  profit.  Write 
for  prices.  Also  world’s  finest 
seasoning,  popping  oil,  salt. 


AMERICAN  POP  CORN  CO. 
SIOUX  CITY,  IOWA 


What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 


(Continuation  of  The  Quiz  Pot) 


that  I’ve  had  to  make  a quick  changeover 
after  giving  the  projector  a brief  final 
check-up  or  glancing  at  the  other  projec- 
tor while  waiting  for  the  second  one.  The 
hand  nearest  the  dowser  switch,  whether 
right  or  left,  can  easily  make  the  change- 
over, thus  saving  seconds  which  may  be 
just  that  many  seconds  of  blank  screen. 
Previously,  I had  to  feel  around  with  both 
hands  as  each  projector  had  a different 
way  to  switch  the  sound  over. 


“I  bought  an  end  gate  rod  plus  a lock 
nut  (a)  for  the  gadget  at  a hardware  store, 
cost  31  cents.  I partially  straightened  the 
ring  end  of  the  rod  and  formed  a 3-inch 
right  angle  to  be  used  as  a handle  or  lever 
for  that  end.  The  rod  is  approximately  %- 
inch  in  diameter  and  4 feet  long,  which 
coincidentally  was  the  right  length  to 
serve  my  purpose  without  having  to  move 
my  dowser  changeover  switches.  In  case 
one  rod  is  not  long  enough,  two  can  be 
used,  and  that  would  give  you  two  per- 
fectly matched  handles  and  the  ring  ends 
could  be  cut  off. 

“By  placing  the  rod  (b)  equally  between 
the  dowser  switches,  I cut  it  at  a point 
nearest  the  amplifier  fader  switch.  In 

(Continued  on  following  page) 


’VT’OU  have  to  see  them  to  appreciate  their  mod- 
ern  design — their  rugged  construction — their 
beautiful  finish  . . . You  have  to  see  them  in  action 
— to  realize  their  rock-steady,  flicker-free  screening 
— the  high-fidelity  of  their  perfectly  synchronized 
sound — from  the  softest  whisper  to  the  warmest 
tone,  the  weirdest  shriek!  No  flutter . . . No  hum 
. . . No  WOW!  Talk  with  projectionists  who’ve 
enjoyed  year-in,  year-out  trouble-free  DeVRY  per- 


formance in  practically  every  corner  of  the  Globe 
. . . Designed  and  built  to  specifications  far  in  ex- 
cess of  generally  accepted  standards — priced  so 
reasonable  that  ANY  theater  can  NOW  afford  to 
buy  them  NEW — DeVRY  projectors  of  TODAY 
are  indeed  a great  pair  to  draw  to — for  projectionist 
gratification,  audience  satisfaction!  Request  for 
details  incurs  no  obligation.  Use  the  coupon. 


4 Time  Winner 


Fight  Infantile  Paralysis  . . . Join  the  March  of  Dimes 


jj  DeVRY  CORPORATION,  Dept.  MT-Bl 
! 1111  Armitage  Ave.,  Chicago  14,  Illinois 

; Please  send  details  about  the  NEW  DeVRY  35mm  Theater 
I Projectors  and  Sound  Systems 

|!  Name i 

ij  Address 

;j  City State j 

j Theater Capacity j 

I I 
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Made  to  the  highest  preci- 
sion standards  for  longer, 
more  satisfactory  service.  At 
ading  Independent  Theatre 
ly  Dealers  everywhere. 


STEREOPTON 

Lamp  Capacity  up  to  1000  Watts 


^ V v ^ For  Longer  Projection  Distances 

Another  GoldE  advancement  in 
stereopticon  design!  This  mod- 
ern, trouble-free  Stereopton 
withstands  constant  operation — !:2/| 
heat  absorption  filter  gives  slides 
added  protection  from  heat  dam- 
I ^•||||(«I  i m age-  Precision  optical  system 

‘ * uses  the  finest  ground  and  pol- 

ished lens  (choice  of  3)  . . . 

i 1 assures  perfect  clarity  of  image. 

J J FEATURES*  • All-Steel-Welded  Construction  , Shows  standard  3 14  * x 4"  slides> 

! : SXZXZ.  ! Compact— conveniently  portable. 

*- -------I  Available  on  proper  priority  ratings 

through  Theatre  Supply  Dealers 

Dapt.  A.,  1220  West  Madison  Si.,  Chicago  7 


GoldE  Manufacturing  Co. 


PERMASTONE 

ANCHOR  CEMENT 
U fVf*yWHERE  BY  DEALERS  SQ^ 


A* 


\A 
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What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 


(Continuation  of  The  Quiz  Pot) 


these  ends  I drilled  Vs -inch  holes  at  right 
angles  with  the  handles;  that  is  when  han- 
dles are  horizontal  the  holes  are  vertical. 

“For  pins  I used  some  3/16-inch  rods 
that  had  small  holes  in  one  end,  cut  these 
to  2y4 -inch  length  and  filed  around  the 
bottom  so  that  they  could  be  driven  tightly 
into  the  holes  in  the  larger  rod.  The  length 
of  these  pins  depends  upon  the  size  of  the 
pulley  used  to  turn  the  fader  switch.  In 
each  of  the  holes  in  the  top  end  of  the  pins 
I placed  a small  strong  wire  ring  to  which 
are  secured  the  ends  of  the  cord  to  the 
pulley. 

“My  amplifier  has  an  upright  fader 
switch  post  which  had  a small  pin  for  lev- 
erage in  turning  the  switch.  I removed 
this  pin  and  placed  an  old  radio  dial  pul- 
ley, 3-inches  in  diameter,  on  the  switch 
post.  The  rods  (c)  are  mounted  with  han- 
dle ends  on  and  flush  under  the  dowser 
switch  boxes  by  using  a metal  strap  %- 
inch  wide,  one  end  bent  around  the  rod 
and  drilling  a hole  in  the  other  end  and 
bolting  to  a hole  near  the  bottom  of  the 
dowser  switch  box.  Center  ends  of  rods 
can  be  braced  similarly  to  wall  or  port 
frames,  but  one  end  should  be  slightly 
lower  than  the  other  to  allow  cords  to 
cross  without  friction. 

“I  drilled  holes  in  the  sides  of  the  pul- 
ley ( d ) at  points  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  and  ran  a 
cord  through  them  then  knotted  the  cord 
underneath  to  prevent  its  slipping  and 
falling  off  the  pulley  when  slack.  The 
hook-up  of  cord  from  pins  to  pulley  should 
be  so  that  when  one  handle  is  raised  the 
pulley  is  turned,  sound  is  switched  to  that 
machine  and  the  other  handle  is  pulled 
down.  Sound  can  be  checked  by  turning 
the  pulley  by  hand. 

“Drawing  ‘B’  is  a sketch  of  a date  strip 
container  I made  from  a round  1,000-foot 
film  box  which  can  be  obtained  by  sacri- 
ficing a 1,000-foot  reel  by  substituting  it 
in  a film  case  where  a box  is  sometimes 
used  as  a fill-in. 

“The  center  section  of  the  date  strip 
container  is  made  by  cutting  about  three 


£4-$^  S.O.S.  says 
Start  Off  Smiling 

LOOK  AT  THESE  SPECIALS  for  the  New  Year 


FLEXTONE  WASHABLE  SOUND  SCREENS  $.301/2  sq.  ft. 


FLAMEPROOF  SCREEN  MASKING  89  yd. 

CONCRETE  CHAIR  CEMENT,  5 lbs 1.75  pkg. 

CURTAIN  CABLE,  STEEL  CORE,  5/16"  dia...  .13ft. 
RCA  P.  A.  AMPLIFIERS  (Army  Surplus) 95.00 


4,000  NEWLY  REBUILT  9 BOX  SPRING  CUSHIONS 
Reupholstered  in  the  new  postwar  dark  green  plastic  coated 
leatherette.  Exceptionally  durable;  will  outlast  twice  the 
life  of  ordinary  leatherette  material. 

— with  metal  bottom  board only  $2.00  ea. 

— with  refinished  veneer  bottom only  $1.75  ea. 

— The  above  plastic  leatherette  material  cut  to  fit  any 
size  cushion  seats  at  only  50c  ea. 


Send  for  Winter  Bargain  Bulletin 

S.  O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CO. 
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inches  from  the  lower  part  of  a large  fruit 
can  approximately  six  inches  in  diameter. 
Drill  a ^-inch  hole  in  the  exact  center  of 
the  bottom  of  both  the  can  and  film  box. 
Slit  down  the  sides  of  the  can  to  IV2 
inches  from  the  bottom — slits  are  114- 
inch  wide — then  flange  them  out  and  down. 
Temporarily  bolt  the  can  inside  the  film 
box. 

“Under  alternating  flanges  are  placed 
strips  of  tin  114 -inch  wide,  bent  in  the 
center  to  fit  under  the  flange  and  long 
enough  (approximately  5 inches)  for  the 
two  ends  to  extend  to  the  side  of  the  film 
box,  thus  forming  two  sections  for  date 
strips  for  each  strip  of  tin  so  placed.  I 
made  two  sections  smaller  than  the  others, 
so  I have  16  sections  plus  the  center  for 
Holiday  strips. 

“The  container  is  then  mounted  to  an 
old  rewind  bracket  by  use  of  a metal  angle. 
The  top  or  flat  side  of  the  angle  should 
be  approximately  two  inches  square  and 
by  using  a large  washer  between  the  angle 
and  the  bottom  of  the  container  it  will  re- 
main well  balanced.  A bolt  through  the 
angle  and  container  should  have  a lock  nut 
but  the  container  should  revolve  easily. 

“I  painted  the  container  black  and  lab- 
eled the  sections  outside  with  white  ad- 
hesive paper.  To  make  the  whole  thing  a 
little  more  useful,  I bent  out  one  side  of 
a small  square  trailer  box,  beveled  the  cor- 
ners, punched  a hole  in  this  side  and 
bolted  it  to  the  friction  stud  hole  in  the 
bracket.  It  makes  a handy  holder  for  a 
small  film  cement  bottle.  I bolted  the 
bracket  down  near  the  back  of  my  bench. 
I had  to  cut  off  the  clamp  as  the  back 
of  the  bench  was  not  designed  for  a clamp. 

“Another  little  kink  of  mine  is  a marker 
for  film  cabinets.  I took  a flat  type  2-sec- 
tion curtain  rod,  cut  off  the  bent  ends,  ex- 
tended the  rod  to  a distance  to  cover  as 
many  sections  of  the  cabinet  as  I might 
use.  I punched  holes  in  the  center  and 
ends  and  inserted  the  heads  of  four  or 
five  round-head  bolts  in  the  groove  of  the 
curtain  rod.  Bolts  should  slide  freely  in 
the  rod  but  not  fall  out.  The  rod  was  then 
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screwed  to  a 2 by  4 on  the  work  bench 
over  the  film  cabinet.  Markers  of  almost 
any  kind  of  short  metal  strips  can  be  made 
with  a hole  in  one  end  to  be  placed  on  the 
bolts  in  the  curtain  rod  and  secured  with 
wing  nuts  which  make  them  easily  ad- 
justed to  divide  features.  Markers  are 
painted  white  or  in  contrast  to  the  color 
ef  the  cabinet. 

“I  use  strips  of  counter  linoleum  2 by  8 
inches  for  marking  names  of  features,  and 
smaller  strips  2-inches  square  for  one- 
reelers,  which  I lay  on  top  of  the  cabinet 
between  the  markers.  These  strips  are 
easily  written  on  with  chalk  and  just  as 
easily  erased. 

“One  final  little  kink  is  to  make  a pair 
of  dice  always  be  a winner.  If  you  have 
unweighted  light  cords  over  your  projec- 
tors, take  a pair  of  white  dice,  drill  a hole 
in  the  centers  (the  ace  spot  is  a good 


place  to  start) , run  the  light  cords  through 
and  knot  the  ends.  It  saves  a lot  of  fan- 
ning the  air  and  is  easily  seen  in  the  semi- 
darkness. 

“I  hope  some  of  these  kinks  will  benefit 
some  other  projectionist  and  I would  ap- 
preciate some  ideas  on  a good  cue  marker.” 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

There  you  are,  fellows.  Try  to  top  ’em 
if  you  can.  But  how  about  some  cue 
marker  “cues”  for  Friend  Falconbury? 

* * * 

Not  exactly  a “kink,”  but  many  of  you 
boys  may  get  a kick  out  of  the  following 
epistle  from  Proj.  Ray  Brian  of  the  Pal- 
ace Theatre,  Peoria,  Illinois,  I.  A.  Local 
434: 

“I  got  a big  kick  out  of  Proj.  Jack  Skal- 
icky’s  ‘Nightmare  P-38'  projector  in  last 

(Continued  on  following  page) 


RCA,  pioneer  of  25  years  in  the  field  of 
electronics,  brought  television  to  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair  in  1939,  and  to  the 
theatre  in  1941  at  a large  screen  showing. 

With  a realization  of  the  great  interest 
created  by  this  new  great  potential  enter- 
tainment medium,  RCA  Service  Company 
has  prepared  a booklet  of  especial  interest 
to  members  of  the  theatre  industry. 

The  RCA  Television  Handbook  for  Pro- 
jectionists will  help  you  prepare  for  TT* 
day  through  a thorough  understanding  of 
what  makes  TT  click. 

Written  essentially  for  the  projectionist, 

* Theatre  Television. 


it  also  contains  an  interesting  discussion 
of  developments  on  this  timely  subject  of 
importance  to  theatre  management. 

Based  on  RCA’s  lengthy  experience  in 
the  development  of  theatre  television, 
you’ll  find  plenty  of  good  solid  informa- 
tion to  help  you  become  better  acquainted 
with  this  most  important  development. 

Whether  you  are  theatre  owner,  man- 
ager, or  projectionist,  be  sure  you  get  a 
copy. 

Send  for  your  free  copy  today!  Address: 
RCA  Service  Company,  Inc.,  Box  70-78AR, 
Camden,  New  Jersey. 


RCA  SERVICE  COMPANY,  INC. 

A Radio  Corporation  of  America  Subsidiary 


SEMDFORYOOK 

copy  rop/iy/ 


Don’t  wait — get  your  copy  of  this  in- 
formative book  on  Theatre  Tele- 
vision right  away.  No  obligation. 


RCA  SERVICE  COMPANY,  Inc.,  Box  70-78AR.  Camden,  N.  J. 


Name 

Theatre 

Are  you:  Manager? Projectionist? 

Address 

City State 70-6431-78 
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SOUND 

and 

PROJECTION 

EQUIPMENT 


• Do  you  need  new  equip- 
ment? Hundreds  of  theatres 
are  now  qualifying. 

Why  not  cheek  with  your 
National  representative?  If 
you  qualify  he  will  help  you 
make  proper  application 
and  speed  delivery. 

Call  him  to-day! 


NATIONAL 


THEATRE  SUPPLY 


Divition  of  Notional  • Simplex  • Bludworth, Inc. 
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Modern  ADLER  Exclusive 


Showing  burned-out  tubing  being  easily 
removed  for  replacement  through  ADLER 
"REMOVA-PANEL,"  instead  of  lifting  out 
large,  heavy  frame  unit  with  glass,  as 
shown  at  right. 


«"REM0VA- PANEL” 

4 GLASS-IN-FRAME  UNITS 

obtainable  ONLY  with 

ADLER  “THIRD  DIMENSION” 

LETTERS 


ELIMINATES 

THIS 


Saves  many 
times  its  cost 
in  sign 
maintenance 


NO  PRIORITIES 
REQUIRED 

Write  for 
Information 


Buy  More 
and  More 
BONDS 


ADLER  SILHOUETTE  LETTER  CO. 

2909a  INDIANA  AVE.,  CHICAGO  16— 1451a  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK  18 
CHICAGO— NEW  YORK— TORONTO.  CAN.— LONDON.  ENGLAND 
Canadian  Representative:  General  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  Toronto. 


Covered  by  Patents  Granted  and  Pending.  Approved  by  Underwriters'  Lab.,  Inc. 


What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 


( Continuation  of  The  Quiz  Pot) 


month’s  issue  of  The  Modern  Theatre’s 
Cine'  Clinic.  There  are  a lot  of  things  in 
it  that  should  be  incorporated  in  the  new 
models  to  come. 

“I  enclose  some  photos  of  a pre-war 
( Spanish- American  War)  projector  that  I 
have  had  for  a number  of  years.  It  is  the 
original  rear-shutter  machine  and  the  in- 
termittent movement  is  part  of  the  shutter. 

“It  has  a double-claw  movement  and 
there  is  a prism,  as  you  will  notice  by  the 


The  Phantozcope,  an  early  (1897)  pre-war 
projector. 


position  of  the  projection  lens.  The  fram- 
ing is  done  by  moving  the  prism  up  and 
down. 

“The  arc  was  established  by  inserting 
the  carbons  through  contacts  in  the  out- 
side of  the  lamphouse,  and  where  they  met 
in  the  middle  you  had  an  arc  (maybe). 
The  lamphouse  swiveled  for  the  projection 
of  slides.  The  crank  turned  counter- 
clockwise and  there  was  only  one  sprocket 
and  two  gears.  Simple,  wasn’t  it? 

“Named  the  ‘Phantoscope,’  it  was  made 
in  Washington,  D.  C„  in  1897.  The  ma- 
chine had  500-foot  film  reels  with  wooden 
hubs  when  I got  it.  I also  own  an  original 
positive  print  of  ‘The  Great  Train  Rob- 
bery’ and  a set  of  ‘Lee-Lash’  song  slides. 
How  many  today  remember  them? 

“Here’s  hoping  you  get  a kick  out  of  an 
old-timer.” 


* * * 

Thanx,  Ray.  And  here’s  a call  for  all 
song-slide  crooners  to  confess.  Roy  Boomer 
and  Ray  Colvin,  please  note. 


CANDY  — NUTS 

We  are  now  settled  in  our  new  loca- 
tion and  ready  to  serve  you.  Available 
for  immediate  delivery,  six  to  eight 
varieties  of  Bar,  Box  and  Bag  Candies 
and  Nuts. 

5c  AND  10c  SELLERS 
288-5c  or  144-10c  to  Case 

25%  Deposit  on  C.O.D. 
Shipments  F.O.B.  Chicago 
For  further  information  write  to 

KAYLINE  COMPANY 

Hollycourt  9009 

1533  W.  Jarvis  Ave.  Chicago  26,  111. 
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Among  (lie  features  incorporated  in  the  Wenzel  "SMOOTH 
RUNNING”  rear  shutter  assembly  is  the  simplified  one- 
piece  bracket,  and  a Gate-Opening  device  of  novel  construction 
that  locks  the  gate  in  position  no  mat- 
ter what  degree  of  wear  on  any  of  the 
o’ her  parts.  Just  one  of  the  many  items 
illustrated  in  our  complete  parts  catalog. 

Send  for  yours  today.  Write  to  Dept. 

S-7  giving  name  of  dealer  who  serves 
you. 


WENZEL 

P ROJECTO R C OMPANY 

2505  - J9  S.~ STATE  STREET 
CHICAGO  16_,  - »I LI  NOT  S 


BURN  EVERY  INCH 
OF  EVERY  CARBON 


Cut  carbon  costs  10  to  25%  by  using  Droll 
Processed  Carbons. 

Simply  place  the  pure  copper  sleeve  on 
the  female  end  of  the  drilled  carbon;  dip  the 
male  end  of  the  other  carbon  in  Droll  carbon 
weld  cement;  insert  in  the  copper  sleeve  and 
press  firmly  together.  A permanent,  solid 
weld  and  perfect  electrical  contact  are  ef- 
fected almost  instantly. 

Joint  and  sleeve  are  consumed  without 
altering  the  light  color  or  intensity.  You 
can't  tell  on  the  screen  when  they  are  burn- 
ing through.  No  hand  feeding  necessary! 
Here  at  last  is  a continuous  carbon  trim 

Available  only  for  the  following  high  in- 
tensity trims: 

Negative#  Positives 

6-mm  x 9"  7-mm  x 12"  x 14" 

7-mm  x 9"  8-mm  x 12"  x 14" 

and  PS. 6-mm  x 22"  (machined  for  adapters) 
providing  20  minutes  more  burning  time. 

Order  today.  Shipped  f.o.b.  Chicago  at 
regular  carbon  list  prices  plus  $1  per  hun- 
dred for  milling,  drilling  and  clips;  less  5% 
10  days.  Welding  cement  accompanies  all 
first  order.  More  supplied  without  cost  as 
requested. 

DROLL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

351  East  Ohio  Street 
Chicago,  111. 


Interior  Decoration  Gives 
Accent  to  Good 
Architecture 

(Continued  from  page  20) 


aimlessly  over  surfaces  just  for  the  sake 
of  filling  them  up,  nor  great  stretches  of 
plaster  ornamentation  in  places  where  the 
unaided  eye  cannot  even  see  them  and 
they  serve  only  the  purpose  of  dust- 
catchers.  Current  decoration  points  up  a 
theatre’s  architectural  features,  with  color 
and  design,  never  detracting  nor  confusing, 
but  warming,  pointing,  vibrating,  and  lift- 
ing the  spirit  of  the  whole  house  as  well 
as  those  of  the  beholder. 

Rhythm  Replaces  Cubism 

Another  feature  of  the  best  designing  is 
one  the  layman  might  think  of  in  terms 
of  rhythm.  There  is  a certain  sweeping, 
overall,  simple  flow  of  the  main  lines  of 
the  best  modern  architecture  that  runs 
to  curves  rather  than  to  angles,  and  to 
curves  that  are  further  related  to  each 
other  and  their  one  predominant  pattern. 
These  are  not  arbitrary  planes,  but  re- 
sults of  the  functional  workings  of  the 
building  itself  that  add  up  to  beauty,  indi- 
vidual style,  and  perfection  of  expression. 
This  overall-rhythm  of  architecture  of 
contemporary  design  is  one  of  the  finest 
flowerings  of  modern  art  in  any  form. 

Here  again,  the  theatre  decorator  fol- 
lows this  lead  with  color  that  is  used 
simply,  functionally,  dynamically  and 
rhythmically.  And  this  usage  requires  a 
technique  and  a knowledge  that  has  never 
been  so  demanding  in  any  previous  tra- 
ditional style. 

That  both  these  fields  are  achieving  well- 
earned  success,  in  spite  of  wartime  re- 
strictions, is  evidenced  by  the  way  theatre 
pauons  are  reacting.  More  than  ever,  they 
are  aware  of  what  is  new,  good,  and  inter- 
esting in  these  fields,  both  in  the  theatres 
they  patronize  and  on  the  screens  of  those 
theatres.  Public  taste  is  crystalizing,  im- 
proving, and  turning  more  critical — which 
is  at  once  a satisfaction  to  theatre  own- 
ers, architects,  and  decorators  for  the  pub- 
lic education  they  have  pioneered,  and  a 
challenge  for  the  future. 


New  Retail  Prices  on 

Slimline  Mazda  Lamps 

General  Electric  Lamp  department 
established  the  following  list  prices  for  its 
Slimline  Mazda  Fluorescent  Lamps,  effec- 
tive December  13th,  according  to  an  an- 
nouncement made  at  Nela  Park  headquar- 
ters in  Cleveland:  The  42-inch  G-E  Slim- 
line Mazda  F-larnp,  $1.55;  the  64-inch  size, 
$1.75;  the  72-inch  size,  $2.00;  and  the 
96-inch  size,  $2.70. 

This  new  line  of  four  extremely  “thin" 
fluorescent  lamps  was  announced  October 
30th  “to  help  lighting  equipment  manu- 
facturers in  planning  for  the  time  when 
priority  limitations  are  lifted.” 


The  epitome  of  Public  Service  in  the- 
atres nowadays  is  the  buying  and  selling 
of  War  Bonds.  Don’t  relax  inthis  impor- 
tant opportunity  to  be  of  service. 


QrRote6p 


LICENSED  UNDER  U.  S.  PATENTS  OF 
WESTERN  ELECTRIC  CO.  INCORPORATED 


PD -50 

SERIES 


TOPS  IN  QUALITY  THROUGHOUT,  — 

THE  OUTSTANDING  PERFORMANCE 
RECORD  OF  THE  'PD-50)' SERIES 
AMPLIFIER  IN  HUNDREDS  OF 
THEATRES  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD 
UNDER  MOST  SEVERE  OPERATING 
CONDITIONS, IS  A GENUINE  TRIBUTE 
T0THE  DESIGN  AND  ENGINEERING 
FEATURES  THAT  MAKE  POSSIBLE 
CONTINUOUS,  UNINTERUPTED 
LOW  MAINTENANCE  COST  OPERATION 


IT'S 
MORE 
THAN  AH 
AMPLIFIER- 
'S A 
MIRACLE  OF 
TROUBLE-FREE 
OPERATION 


THE  BAUANTYNEC0. 


0MAHA.2.NEBRASKA.U.S.A. 
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. . . NOW  AVAILABLE 
BECAUSE  OF  IMPROVED 

C1TRGM 

MANUFACTURING  METHODS 

Today,  more  than  ever  be- 
fore, continuous,  depend- 
able performance  from 
Rectifier  Bulbs  is  impor- 
tant. Improved  manufac- 
turing methods  have  made 
Cetron  Rectifier  Bulbs  a “must”  for  mo- 
tion picture  projector  equipment.  To  prove 
Cetron  Rectifier  Bulb  superiority  . . . just 
Try  them.  Send  for  descriptive  circular. 


CONTINENTAL 

ELECTRIC  COMPANY 

CHICAGO:  GENEVA,  ILL  NEW  YORK: 

903  Merchandise  Mart  265  W.  14th  St. 


Dependable  Action 

aulodTape 


CURTAIN  MACHINES 


Now,  when  man  and  machine  are 
called  upon  to  produce  more  than 
average,  AUTODRAPE  can  be  relied 
upon  for  efficient,  dependable  service. 

AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Office: 

220  W.  42nd  St..  Hew  York  City 
Also  Manufacturers  of  Al’entown  Steel 
Curtain  Tracks  and  Curtain  Machines 


Theatre  Display  Service 
Available  to  Exhibitors 

Indication  that  restrictions  on  theatre 
equipment  are  gradually  relaxing  comes 
with  word  from  A.  J.  Lindsley  of  National 
Theatre  Supply  that  theatre  display  sys- 
tems are  again  available  for  exhibitors  who 
wish  to  modernize  their  fronts  or  interiors, 
or  equip  entirely  new  theatres  with  lobby 
display  systems. 

The  new  theatre  display  systems  dis- 
tributed under  the  brand  name,  Sealuxe, 
consist  of  photo,  wall,  easel  and  tack  board 
display  frames  of  extruded  aluminum  with 
a satin-smooth  alumilite  finish  which  is 
said  to  be  impervious  to  fingermarks, 
scratches  and  tarnish.  The  lustrous  finish 
requires  no  polishing.  The  frames  are 
claimed  to  be  more  economical  than  pre- 
war products  since  they  are  strong,  dur- 
able and  give  years  of  trouble-free  service 
with  relatively  no  maintenance  cost. 

According  to  Lindsley,  the  Universal 
Corporation  of  Dallas,  Texas,  creators  of 
the  new  display  systems,  also  provides  a 
complete  planning  and  designing  service 
for  the  owner  wishing  to  lay  out  an  en- 
tirely new  display  system  for  his  theatre 
front  or  interior.  This  service,  it  is  said, 
eliminates  the  elements  of  chance  and 
guesswork  in  purchasing  the  display  sys- 
tem which  will  give  the  most  effective  re- 
sults and  enables  the  exhibitor  to  see  in 
advance  just  how  it  will  look  before  he 
buys  it. 

In  addition  to  natural  aluminum,  the 
new  frames  are  to  be  available  in  a variety 
of  attractive  colors  to  harmonize  with 
modern  decorative  schemes  and  will  be 
distributed  exclusively  through  National 
Theatre  Supply  branches  from  coast  to 
coast. 


CHAIRFAST 


Securely  fastens 

LOOSE  CHAIRS  TO  FLOOR 

$2.50  Package 
JOE  HORNSTEIN,  INC. 

630  NINTH  AVENUE.  NEW  YORE  CITY 

Or  Your  Supply  Dealer 


• Yg"  steel  bush- 
ings  insure  per- 
fect balance  and 
true  running  — 
permanent  welds 
throughout. 


NEUMADE  PRODUCTS  boasts  a record 
oi  27  years  of  continuous,  recognized 
leadership  in  booth  equipment — depend- 
able. etlicient  products  and  service. 


• BOOTH  EQUIPMENT 

• FILM  CABINETS 


TABLES 

REWINDS 

SPLICERS 

CHAIRS 

FILM  SCRAP 

CANS 


NO 

PRIORITY 
NEEDED 
See  Your 
Dealer 


T 


[UCTS 

CORP. 

STREET  . 

MEW  YORK  N.Y. 

tADER 1 ., 

KOJECflON 


in  rtf 


field-' 


Rauland  Visitron 
Phototubes  have  long 
been  the  choice  of  dis- 
criminating exhibitors 
and  projectionists 
because  of  their  uni- 
formity, dependability 
and  high  sensitivity. 
There  is  a special  type 
of  Visitron  for  every 
application  and  every 
make  of  sound-on-film 
equipment. 


RAULAND  CORPORATION 

CHICAGO  41,  ILLINOIS 


RADIO 
. SOUND 


‘ft&uldJid 


COMMUNICATIONS 


RADAR 
TELEVISION  . 


IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERIES 

On  CHICAGO'S  Supreme  Expansion 
Bolts.  Keep  seats  anchored  securely. 
Available  now  at  leading  supply  houses. 

CHICAGO  Expansion  Bolt  Co. 

2228  W.  Ogden  Ave.,  Chicago  12.  111. 
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SfLLMTS 

Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


"Serenade"  Debut  Gels 
Big  New  York  Buildup 


SECTION 


A GUIDE  TO  B E f T l R BOOKING  AND  BUSINESS-BUILDING 


iecognition  for  Soldiers'  Ho  sts — 

Mayor  of  Detroit  Joins 
Campaign  for  " Dinner " 


NEW  YORK— Music  store,  sports  goods 
and  Czechoslovak  tieins  highlighted  the  cam- 
paign for  “Lake  Placid  Serenade,”  in  its 
holiday  premiere  at  the  Republic  Theatre 
here  when  the  picture  opened  December  23. 

Twenty-two  Davega  stores  in  the  metro- 
politan area  used  an  11x14  window  card  fea- 
turing an  ice  skating  shot  of  Miss  Ralston 
and  copy  hailing  her  as  “America’s  New 
Queen  of  the  Ice,”  with  credits. 

Window  displays  featuring  11x14  stills  in 
connection  with  music  in  the  film  and  credits 
were  spotted  in  the  G.  Schirmer  midtown 
store,  the  music  department  in  Gimbel’s 
basement,  the  Castellanos-Molina  shop  on 
West  72nd  St.,  and  the  Friedrich  Bros.  Music 
Shop  at  1357  First  Ave.,  the  latter  in  the 
Czechoslovak  district. 

The  White  Mountain  Ski  Shop  used  stUls 
from  the  film  with  a display  of  winter  sports- 
wear. 

Czechoslovak  promotion  stemmed  from  a 
special  screening  held  for  Dr.  John  Papa- 
nek,  minister  extraordinaire,  members  of  the 
Czechoslovak  consulate  and  information  serv- 
ice, and  leaders  of  various  Czech  and  Slo- 
vak societies.  Such  groups  received  a letter 
calling  attention  to  the  latest  and  most 
elaborate  film  in  the  career  of  Vera  Hruba 
Ralston,  former  Czechoslovak  figure  skating 
champion,  and  heralds  for  membership  dis- 
tribution. 

More  than  300  window  cards  with  theatre 
and  playdate  credit  were  spotted  in  both  the 
midtown  area  and  the  uptown  Czechoslovak 
district. 

Display  advertisements  appeared  in  every 
New  York  newspaper.  Posting  included  a 
full  showing  of  24-sheets,  the  use  of  three- 
sheets  on  subway  stations,  rail  and  ferry 
terminals,  and  in  the  Hudson-Manhattan 
tubes.  Radio  coverage  consisted  of  spot  an- 
nouncements on  eight  stations.  Special  ad- 
vertising was  also  employed  in  the  Czech 
and  Slovak  newspaper  press. 

Chamber  of  Commerce 
Aids  Milford  Yule  Party 

C.  W.  Ritenour,  manager  of  the  Milford 
Theatre,  Milford,  m.,  tied  in  with  the  Mil- 
ford Chamber  of  Commerce  to  present  a 
Christmas  show  as  a gift  for  the  children 
of  the  community.  The  show  was  presented 
as  a matinee  December  23  and  through  the 
Milford  Herald-News  Ritenour  issued  several 
invitations  to  the  children  of  the  vicinity  to 
attend. 

To  facilitate  distribution  of  tickets  Rite- 
nour enlisted  the  aid  of  school  teachers  in 
town  and  rural  locations.  Cards  were  sent 
to  each  teacher  asking  them  to  list  the 
number  of  tickets  necessary  to  supply  all  the 
children  in  her  charge. 

For  the  picture  Ritenour  selected  Disney’s 
“Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs.”  While 
the  opening  show  was  scheduled  for  1:30 
p.  m.  the  theatre  scheduled  additional  shows 
until  all  children  holding  tickets  had  been 
accommodated. 


Flesh  House  Starting 
Milkman  s Matinee 

Milwaukee — A “milkman’s  matinee”  at 
which  free  milk  and  cookies  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  all  patrons  was  inaugurated 
New  Year’s  Eve  by  Charley  Fox,  mana- 
ger of  the  Empress,  a flesh  show. 

The  matinees  will  be  continued  each 
week  as  long  as  they  draw. 


"Mrs.  Parkington"  Grosses 
Boosted  by  Big  Efforts 

JEANNETTE,  PA. — A strong  exploitation 
was  given  “Mrs.  Parkington”  in  this  glass 
manufacturies  town  of  nearly  20,000  popula- 
tion by  John  F.  Harris,  Manos. 

He  used  1,000  mail  cards  plus  100  display 
cards  tied  in  with  war  bond  sales.  He  dis- 
tributed 1,000  bookmarks,  2,000  special  her- 
alds and  arranged  bookstore  and  library  dis- 
plays of  Louis  Bromfield’s  books. 

Virginia  Cortwright  of  the  Majestic,  Phil- 
lipsburg.  Pa.,  also  devoted  special  effort  to 
the  Parkington  film  with  good  results.  She 
used  3,000  “season  passes”  as  a special  teaser. 


DETROIT — Mayor  Edward  J.  Jeffries  jr„ 
presented  civic  awards  December  22  to  ten 
Detroit  couples  who  have  been  hosts  during 
the  past  year  to  the  greatest  number  of 
service  men  for  dinner  at  their  homes. 

The  event  was  arranged  as  a tieup  in 
connection  with  the  world  premiere  of  “Sun- 
day Dinner  for  a Soldier,”  20th-Fox  film 
which  opened  recently  at  the  Fox  Theatre.  Ir- 
win Zeltner  of  the  home  office  worked  on  the 
exploitation  in  cooperation  with  David  M. 
Idzal,  managing  director,  and  Betty  Smith, 
publicity  director  of  the  Fox.  Present  to 
lend  dignity  to  the  event  and  assist  the 
mayor  was  the  entire  Detroit  USO  com- 
mittee. 

To  give  further  recognition  to  others  who 
had  invited  soldiers  into  their  homes,  500 
couples  who  were  hosts  were  the  guests  of 
the  theatre  on  opening  day. 

A well-rounded  advance  exploitation  cam- 
paign was  worked  out.  One  of  the  most  un- 
usual items  was  the  presence  for  two  weeks 
of  a live  chicken  in  the  lobby  of  the  Fox. 
Signs  were  erected,  and  a poll  taken  of 
patrons  on  the  question  whether  the  chicken 
should  be  allowed  to  live  to  a ripe  old  age, 
or  become  a Sunday  dinner  for  a service  man. 


BRIEFING  ON  STAGE — A dramatic  prelude  to  the  showing  of  the  Maj.  Clark 
Gable  government  documentary  film,  “Combat  America,”  was  the  briefing  .season 
staged  by  ten  war  veterans  in  exact  replica  on  the  stage  of  a premission  practice 
as  shown  in  the  photoplay,  which  attracted  capacity  audience  to  the  war  bond  pre- 
miere at  Chicago’s  RKO  Palace. 
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Goose-Pimple  Realism  in  a Spook 
Show  Buildup  and  Presentation 


Not  long  ago  Johnny  Makemson,  manager 
of  the  Van  Wert,  at  Van  Wert,  Ohio,  put  on 
a midnight  spook  show  that  brought  goose 
pimples  to  the  very  chairs  in  his  800-seat 
theatre.  As  an  example  of  what  can  be  done 
in  staging  this  particular  type  of  show 
Makemson’s  presentation  of  ghoulishness 
that  IS  ghoulishness  is  worth  studying  and 
shivering  over. 

He  preceded  his  screen  trailer  with  a 
phonograph  record  of  a woman  screaming 
and  planted  cards  in  two  drug  stores  read- 
ing: “You’d  better  get  some  smelling  salts 
to  take  with  you  to  the  Van  Wert  spook 
show.” 

“Blood”  Was  Everywhere 

He  sprinkled  great  gouts  of  red  “blood”  on 
his  lobby  floor  by  means  of  water  color  paint 
three  days  before  the  show  and  placed  a 
table  in  the  lobby  containing  first  aid  ma- 
terials and  the  cheery  message:  “For  those 
who  can’t  stand  the  shock  at  the  midnight 
spook  show.” 

A borrowed  casket  added  another  suitably 
macabre  touch  to  the  lobby  display  and  later 
was  “starred”  in  a stage  presentation  featur- 
ing members  of  the  theatre  staff. 

The  stage  show,  as  Makemson  describes  it, 
was  both  a dilly  and  a “chilly.”  It  opened 
after  the  short  subjects  were  rim  off. 

The  stage  was  blacked  out  while  three 
tombstones  and  the  casket  were  planted  and 
then  a weird  poem  was  read  over  the  public 
address  system.  Flash  lights  were  snapped 
on  and  off  to  illuminate  the  stage  props  and 
during  the  reading  of  the  poem  a stooge  in 
the  casket  gradually  rose. 

“His  face  and  hands  showed  up  very  well 
in  luminous  paint,”  Makemson  relates.  “He 
was  dressed  in  a Frankenstein  manner  and 
started  roaming  the  stage  under  a green 
spot. 

“Then  he  stopped  at  a ‘grave,’  dragged  a 
dummy  out  of  it  and  placed  it  in  the  casket,” 
the  manager  continued.  “With  a wild  shriek 
he  ran  into  the  wings  and  at  this  point  we 


announced  that  two  prisoners  of  war  had 
escaped  from  a nearby  camp.” 

Roaming  Search  for  Victim 

The  stooge  was  next  spotted  wandering 
down  the  aisles,  presumably  seeking  some- 
one to  devour.  He  grabbed  a doll  from  a 
plant  in  the  audience  and  galloped  on  stage 
while  childish  screams  rang  out  through  the 
theatre. 

The  “baby”  was  placed  on  a table  and  the 
stooge  then  ostensibly  started  to  cut  its 
throat. 

“At  this  point  another  stooge  ran  on  stage 
and  fired  two  shots  at  first  ghoul  who  stag- 
gered around  and  pressed  concealed  sponge 
in  shirt,  soaked  with  red  water  color,”  the 
ghoul  expert  stated. 

“Then  I screamed  from  the  balcony  that 
the  wrong  gun  had  been  used  and  stretcher 
bearers  came  down  the  aisle  and  took  the 
‘corpse’  up  the  aisle,”  Makemson  continued. 

Reassures  Audience 

The  operator  turned  the  spot  on  the 
casket  and  the  stooge  therein  rose  slowly 
and  intoned:  “I  need  only  one  more  victim 
for  my  collection.” 

He  jumped  off  the  stage  and  dragged  a 
planted  girl  victim  back  with  him,  choked 
her  and  got  back  into  the  casket.” 

In  order  to  reassure  those  of  the  audience 
who  had  retained  consciousness  during  all 
these  affairs,  the  manager  then  walked  on 
stage  and  announced  that  he  hoped  the 
customers  had  been  given  some  laughs  and 
chills  and  to  forget  about  the  war  prisoners 
as  they  were  part  of  the  gag. 


Doric  Gives  Kiddie  Show 
ELKHART,  KAS.  — In  conjunction  with 
the  local  Lions  Club  D.  L.  Roberts,  manager 
of  the  Doric  here,  gave  a free  Christmas 
show  for  children  December  23.  The  picture 
was  Joe  E.  Brown  in  “The  Daring  Young 
Man.” 


Radio  'Treasure  Huni' 
Aids  'Pirate'  in  Boston 

BOSTON  — For  the  premiere  of  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  at 
Keith’s  Memorial  Theatre,  Don  Prince,  RKO 
exploiteer,  arranged  a “treasure  hunt”  with 
the  Yankee  Network. 

The  chain  carried  five-minute  broadcasts 
on  several  successive  days  before  the  open- 
ing, plugging  both  the  hunt  and  the  attrac- 
tion. In  addition,  courtesy  announcements 
were  made  during  the  day  to  furnish  clews 
in  the  hunt.  The  clews  were  also  broadcast 
at  night  in  the  form  of  one  or  more  letters, 
which,  when  properly  spelled,  made  a word 
or  series  of  words. 

Prizes  ranged  from  $500  down  to  $50  in 
war  bonds,  with  the  presentations  being 
made  at  the  theatre  bond  booth. 


Hartford  Strand  Also  Promotes 
“Pirate"  by  Treasure  Hunt 

HARTFORD,  CONN. — Manager  Jim  Mc- 
Carthy, Strand,  took  a chance  on  opening 
the  “Princess  and  the  Pirate”  in  the  middle 
of  the  pre-Christmas  week,  traditionally  the 
poorest  boxoffice  period  in  show  business, 
but  it  headed  for  top  receipts.  In  addition, 
McCarthy  reports  that  the  new  starlet,  Vir- 
ginia Mayo,  evidently  is  meeting  with  popu- 
larity among  Hartford  patrons  because  it 
was  her  photo,  rather  than  that  of  the  film 
idol,  Bob  Hope,  that  was  stolen  from  a lobby 
frame  at  the  Strand. 

Don  Prince,  RKO  publicity  representative 
from  Boston,  was  in  town  to  help  plan  the 
campaign,  and  effective  Pepsodent  tieups 
were  set  for  window  displays  and  counters 
at  leading  drug  and  department  stores  in 
the  city.  For  one  full  week,  a “treasure  hunt” 
contest  was  conducted  over  radio  station 
WHTD.  Various  clews  were  given  to  listeners 
to  unscramble  the  name  of  the  place  where 
a $100  war  bond  was  hidden. 

The  spot  was  announced  as  Corning  Foun- 
tain, located  near  the  state  capitol  building, 
and  the  13-year-old  boy  who  won  the  con- 
test was  the  guest  radio  speaker  and  awarded 
a $100  war  bond.  It  was  a great  pitch  for 
the  Strand  and  the  film. 

Des  Moines  Theatre  Sells 
"Hearts"  With  Flowers 

DES  MOINES — A thousand  red  roses  were 
given  to  downtown  office  workers  here  the 
week  before  Christmas  in  a promotion  stunt 
for  “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay,” 
which  played  at  the  Des  Moines  Theatre  over 
the  holidays. 

Ten  Tri-State  Theatre  Corp.  usherettes 
were  stationed  at  each  of  the  largest  office 
buildings  to  hand  the  flowers  to  women  em- 
ployes as  they  came  to  their  work. 

A card  attached  to  the  rose  read,  “You 
will  feel  young  and  gay  if  you  wear  this  rose 
and  see  ‘Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay.’  ” 

Because  of  the  great  demand  for  flowers 
during  the  holiday  season,  it  was  necessary 
to  obtain  the  quantity  of  roses  from  out-of- 
town.  Five  hundred  were  bought  in  St.  Louis, 
and  the  same  number  in  Council  Bluffs. 

Miller  at  Wichita  Gets 
Profitable  Ad  Break 

WICHITA,  KAS.— The  Miller  Theatre  here 
recently  “obliged”  the  display  artist  for 
Hinkels  department  store  with  one  of  the 
sexy  cuts  from  the  press  book  on  “Some- 
thing for  the  Boys”  to  dress  up  a store  dis- 
play ad.  In  return  he  obtained  top  right 
hand  position  on  the  picture  and  a plug  for 
the  picture  in  the  ad.  Tiein  catchline  was 
“Something  for  the  Boys — SOMETHING  from 
HINKELS  for  their  Christmas.” 


ATTRACTIVE  BOARD — This  photo  of  a display  board  in  the  main  public  li- 
brary at  Cleveland  shows  how  a small  space  can  be  made  an  attractive  seat  seller. 
This  one  was  made  up  from  stills,  book  jackets  from  “Mrs.  Parkington”  and  cards 
recommending  books  of  a similar  era.  Albert  C.  Young  and  Ed  Fisher  of  Loew’s 
Theatres  cooperated. 
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CARTOON  STYLE — Norman  Kassel  of  the  Woods 
Chicago,  has  achieved  wide  attention  in  the  trade 
with  his  cartoon  style  newspaper  ads,  one  of  which 
is  shown  above.  This  one  ran  3x654. 


ALSO  CARTOON — Jimmy  Savage,  Balaban  & Katz 
publicity  and  advertising  expert,  devised  the  cartoon- 
style  ad  shown  above  for  “Rainbow  Island”  at  the 
Roosevelt  in  Chicago. 


TRENDS 


War©  Y©w  Ever  iiv 
Marem?  WOWl 


RADIO'S  CHILLMASTER- 


— YIPPEE!- 


SATURDAY— MAT,  and  NIGHT 
ON  OUR  STAGE 

TEX  RITTER 

Cowboy  Star  and  His  Western 
and*  Hillbilly  Jamboree. 


GOOD  SMALL 
SPACE-USER  — Good 
use  of  six  inches  of 
newspaper  space  (1x6) 
is  shown  in  this  ad  from 
Oshkosh,  Wis. 


TEXAS  LAYOUT— 
At  right  is  a 3 col. 
6 inch  ad  from  San 
Antonio,  which  makes 
nse  of  press'  book 
mats,  a scene  still  re- 
duction and  art  work. 
It  offers  a pleasing 
balance  between 
white  space  and  Ink 
matter. 


BANNER  AD— The  re- 
production below  shows 
how  the  Alhambra  The- 
atre in  Milwaukee  her- 
alded “Lake  Placid 
Serenade”  with  an  ad 
different  than  the  usual 
daily  layouts.  It  is  a 
full  eight  columns  wide 
I with  a depth  of  four 
T inches. 


IN  THEATRE  ADS 


BUT  OH,  WHAT  ALLURE . . . 


— and  Jnu.ud’roU  of  a -•la' 
with  two  men  In  her  llf.l  II 


GOOD  MORTISING— Jack  Mat- 
lack  of  the  J.  J.  Parker  Theatres  in 
Portland,  Ore.,  improves  a press  book 
mat  with  a bit  of  mortising  in  the 
above  3x12  ad  he  used  for  “Mar- 
t riage  Is  a Private  Affair.” 


I I’S  THE  PAN  AMERICAN  MUSICAI  SUPER-SHOW! 
Love  in  the  Latin  Manner!  Songs  with  a Samba 
Beat!  Senoritas!  Spectacle!  Stars! 


SPECTACLE!  MUSIC!  GAIETY!  ROMANCE! 


THE  SCREEN'S  BIGGEST  ENTERTAINMENT! 


It*®  Packed  with  Thrills  and  Pageantry!  A Bevy  of  Skating  Star9  Headed 
bv  the  Queen  of  the  Blades!  She's  Dazzling!  Her  Feats  Will  AmaZe  You 


try  the  Queen  of  the  Blades!  She  s Dazzling!  Her  Feats  Will  Amaze  You 
Anew!  There  is  Captivating  Comedy!  Songs  You'll  Remember!  Plus  a 
Charming  Story  You'll  Adore! 


VERA  HRUBA  RALSTON 


^keT^lacidJerenade 


iuciN!  PAunri 


m*  RAT  HOWE  and  ©rcmestaa  • HARRY  OWENS  and  m royal  Hawaiian* 
riiom«.ROT  ROGERS  ■moor  tmi  cowno n 


THRILLS! 
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Some  Seat  Selling  Displays 


THEY  CAN’T  MISS  IT — At  Shea’s,  Famous  Players  house 
in  Toronto,  Manager  Fred  Trebiicock  decided  to  make  the  let- 
ter-writing tieup  display  on  “The  Very  Thought  of  You”  the 
most  conspicuous  thing  in  his  lobby,  so  he  put  it  right  along- 
side the  ticket  chopper. 


THREE  STORIES  HIGH — As  one  of  the  highlights  of  the 
New  York  campaign  on  “Lake  Placid  Serenade,”  which  opened 
at  the  Republic  December  23,  Republic  (similarity  of  names 
purely  coincidental)  had  this  huge  sign  erected  over  the  mar- 
quee. The  front  below  the  marquee  also  was  elaborately  done. 
Window  displays  featuring  11x14  stills  were  prominent  in  all 
sporting  good  stores  and  in  several  department  stores.  Twen- 
ty-four-sheets were  used  freely.  Eight  stations  carried  spot 
announcements  and  five-minute  shows. 


ADAPTABLE  IDEA— One  of  the  33  gift 
barrels  which  were  in  33  Fanchon  & Marco 
theatres  in  St.  Louis  during  the  engagement 
of  “Something  for  the  boys”  in  the  Fox  The- 
atre. All  gifts  were  collected  by  the  Legion 
and  turned  over  to  the  USO  for  distribution. 
Newspaper  and  radio  plugs  helped  fill  the 
barrels.  The  idea  could  be  adapted  to  other 
seasons  of  the  year. 


EFFECTIVE  LOBBY  DISPLAY — This  was  put  on  in  the  lobby  of  Loew’s 
State,  New  York,  in  advance  of  the  showing  of  “Kismet,”  with  oriental  music 
from  records  coming  from  the  background. 
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Free  Rides  Arranged 
For  Holiday  Party 

BARBOURVILLE,  KY. — In  these  days  of 
gasoline  and  tire  rationing  the  management 
of  the  Mitchell  Theatre  here  took  special 
pains  to  assure  transportation  for  all  chil- 
dren planning  to  attend  the  theatre’s  an- 
nual free  Christmas  party  held  December 
20  and  21. 

The  editor  of  the  Barbourville  Advocate  co- 
operated in  issuing  a special  plea  to  teachers 
of  the  area  to  see  that  underprivileged  chil- 
dren, especially,  received  transportation  to 
and  from  the  party. 

“If  there  are  teachers  who  plan  to  be 
away  on  vacations  on  these  days  please  try 
to  arrange  for  transportation  for  the  children 
and  they  will  appreciate  it  greatly,”  the 
paper  urged.  “Many  buses  and  private  cars 
will  be  glad  to  take  these  children  to  the 
theatre  and  back  home  before  it  becomes  too 
late  in  the  day.” 

A program  of  shorts  lasting  90  minutes 
and  including  such  films  as  “Li’l  Abner”  and 
“The  Three  Stooges”  was  presented  during 
the  two  days.  The  shows  were  scheduled  at 
10:30  each  morning. 

Plugs  Shows  and  Tames 
Teen-Agers  With  Bags 

DETROIT — Thomas  W.  Ryan,  manager  of 
the  Piccadilly  Theatre  here,  has  combined 
some  ingenious  thinking  with  his  good  ad- 
vertising sense  to  solve  a baffling  teen-aged 
problem  at  his  theatre. 

“I  had  quite  a bit  of  trouble  with  teen- 
agers breaking  dishes  on  dish  night,”  Manager 
Ryan  writes.  “It  got  to  the  point  where  the 
boys  were  buying  the  dishes  from  the  young 
girls  and  then  smashing  them  on  the  walls 
and  floor.” 

Ryan  solved  this  manifestation  of  bobby- 
socks  vandalism  by  giving  each  woman  pa- 
tron a “dish  ticket”  when  she  entered  the 
theatre.  Upon  leaving  the  tickets  were  re- 
deemed in  dishes. 

The  dishes  were  placed  in  paper  bags 
which  carried  a printed  herald  on  the  the- 
atre’s coming  attractions. 

“I  now  give  away  over  2,000  bags  each  week 
this  way,”  he  said.  “We  are  using  this  idea 
in  one  of  our  other  Wisper  & Wetsman  houses 
and  will  use  it  in  still  more  shows.” 

"Hollywood  Canteen"  Sold 
Big  on  West  Coast 

LOS  ANGELES  — Warners  put  on  their 
heaviest  campaign  of  the  year  for  the  local 
three-theatre  debut  booking  of  “Hollywood 
Canteen.”  More  than  5,000  cards  were  tacked 
on  electric  light  poles;  Pacific  Electric  street 
cars  carried  200  banners;  six  of  the  city’s 
top  department  stores  ran  ads  paying  tribute 
to  the  canteen  and  the  film;  125  twenty-four 
sheets  were  used  and  tieups  were  effected 
with  most  music  stores  on  sheet  music  and 
records  from  the  film.  An  extensive  radio 
advertising  campaign  was  employed. 


Cornell  Ties  Yule  Cheer 
Into  "Holiday"  Drive 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y.— When  “Christmas 
Holiday”  played  the  Strand  here  Manager 
Clayt  Cornell  tied  in  with  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  and  the  approaching  Yule  festivities 
with  100  special  window  cards  in  downtown 
stores.  Copy  read:  “Don’t  let  the  ‘Christmas 
Holidays’  go  by  without  buying  another  war 
bond  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive.” 

In  the  lobby  of  the  Strand  he  placed  a 

sign  reading:  “ days  ’til  Christmas  and 

days  ’til  ‘Christmas  Holiday’  starts  at  the 

Strand.” 


Wilson  Era  Inspired  Styles  in  Windows 


Albany  Theatres  Help 
Keep  the  GIs  Posted 

ALBANY — Warner  theatres  here  are  dis- 
tributing free  copies  of  the  1944  Knicker- 
bocker News  “Junior  Edition,”  which  is  pub- 
lished for  service  men.  Parents,  relatives  and 
friends  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  armed  forces 
may  obtain  copies  at  the  theatres  or  the 
business  office  of  the  Knickerbocker  News. 
The  miniature  newspaper  contains  space  for 
a personal  letter  to  the  recipient.  Warners 
have  a tieup  with  the  Knickerbocker  News 
which  recently  published  a picture  of  C.  J. 
Latta,  zone  manager  for  the  circuit,  and 
Gerald  H.  Salisbury,  managing  editor,  look- 
ing over  the  bundles  of  the  Junior  Edition. 
The  caption  said:  “Behind  these  first  bun- 
dles of  the  Knickerbocker  News  Junior  Edi- 
tion are  the  executives  who  will  see  that  the 
little  paper  gets  to  service  men  and  women 
throughout  the  world.” 


The  Brighter  the  Lights 
The  More  the  Dimes 

The  experience  in  former  collections 
has  shown  that  the  house  lights  should 
be  full-up  when  the  baskets  are  passed 
for  the  March  of  Dimes  contributions, 
which  will  be  done  in  theatres  this  year 
from  January  25  to  31.  The  brighter  the 
house  the  greater  the  collection. 

Previous  drives  demonstrated  that  earn- 
est, sincere  showmanship  received  big  re- 
sults while  casual,  indifferent  approaches 
received  little.  Managers  have  been  re- 
quested to  take  up  collection  at  every 
performance  and  cover  every  possible  per- 
son in  the  entire  house. 


WINDOW  ACHIEVEMENT — Mandel  Bros., 
Chicago,  gave  four  windows  arranged  in  the 
style  shown  herewith  for  the  showing  of 
“Wilson.”  Arranged  by  the  New  York  office 
of  20th-Fox  were  built  around  the  theme, 
“Mandel  fashions  inspired  by  the  Wilsonian 
era,”  and  displayed  original  “Wilson”  cos- 
tumes with  styles  of  today  taken  from  Man- 
del  stocks. 


Keystone  Showmen 
Sell  "Tokyo"  Well 

“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  has  been  do- 
ing terrific  business  wherever  it  is  shown 
and  showmen  have  leaped  into  exploitation 
of  the  film. 

Pennsylvania  theatre  operators  have  been 
particularly  aggressive  and  ingenious  in  de- 
vising campaigns  on  the  film  and  some  spe- 
cial ideas  out  of  many  which  they  have 
developed  are  herewith  given  brief  outlines. 

W.  B.  Jacoby,  State,  Altoona,  worked  up 
Van  Johnson  clothes  tieups  with  men's  stores 
in  addition  to  a radio  and  car  card  cam- 
paign. He  used  billboards  extensively  and 
made  book  store  tieups  which  proved  ef- 
fective. 

A radio  contest  on  “why  everyone  should 
see  this  picture”  was  the  keystone  of  a hard 
campaign  staged  by  H.  A.  Doman,  Harris, 
DuBois,  Pa.  He  distributed  1,000  bookmarks’ 
made  a tieup  with  the  local  library  and  sent 
750  mailing  pieces  to  a selected  list. 

Bert  Wild  of  the  Butler,  Butler,  Pa.,  pro- 
moted a contest  on  building  model  B29s  in 
cooperation  with  the  local  YMCA  as  part  of 
his  thorough  campaign. 


House  Organ  Runs  Human 
Message  of  Gratitude 

CANONSBURG,  PA. — Cover  of  the  Beedle 
Bros,  weekly  four-page  house  organ  exploit- 
ing attractions  at  the  Alhambra  and  Con- 
tinental, devoted  in  recent  weeks  to  war  bond 
copy,  on  December  16  contained  this  mes- 
sage: 

Dear  Folks: 

Thank  you  very  much.  You  have  again  verified  our  con- 
stant boast  that  the  moviegoers  are  second  to  no  group  in 
any  war  effort,  whether  it  is  humanitarian,  physical  or 
financial. 

This  is  the  last  day  of  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive,  90  all 
nL^vSa™it:.S0Wu  aboUt  giving  war  bonds  for  Christmas 
presents?  We  still  have  a very  fine  assortment  to  fit  any 
purse.  Prices  range  from  $18.75  up. 

Yours  for  fun, 

„ _ , Eddie  and  Fred.. 

F.  S.— We  can  see  no  objection  to  giving  books  of  theatre 
tickets  for  gifts  either.  In  fact  a book  of  theatre  tickets 
as  a gift  is  appreciated  very  much  by  both  the  receiver  and 
the  Beedle  gan^." 
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Rigs  Up  a Peep  Show 
To  Exploit  a Film 

The  Enright  Theatre  at  Pittsburgh  staged 
a peep  show  practically  out  in  the  street 
to  exploit  the  picture,  “Show  Business.”  Lige 
O’Brien,  manager,  and  his  versatile  staff,  had 
a large  show  window  painted  white  save  for 
a two-foot  opening  in  the  center. 

Back  of  the  opening  they  rigged  up  a 
miniature  stage,  with  drapes,  flats  and  a 
traveler.  On  the  stage  they  placed  two  silk 
clad  legs  borrowed  from  a department  store 
modeled  and  lighted  them  to  show  the  curves 
to  proper  advantage.  As  a back  curtain  they 
used  letters  carrying  the  name  of  the  film 
and  the  theatre. 

“The  window  and  stage  were  lit  up  during 
the  evenings  for  ten  days  before  opening,” 
O’Brien  reports. 

“People  even  crossed  the  street  to  take  a 
glance  at  our  peep  show  and  it  attracted 
wide  comment.” 

The  peep  show  was  not  the  only  stunt 
used  on  the  film.  As  a street  bally  O’Brien 
dolled  a youth  up  in  a tuxedo,  a large  Mexi- 
can straw  hat,  tennis  shoes,  work  gloves, 
cane  and  a white  silk  handkerchief. 

This  “worse  dressed  man  in  the  world”  pa- 
raded the  streets  wearing  a sign  reading 
“I  am  going  to  see  ‘Show  Business’  at  the 
Enright.” 

“The  character,”  says  Lige,  “patroled  the 
district  for  two  days  and  everyone  turned  to 
see  this  mixture  of  clothing  with  its  grating 
effect  on  gentlemanly  attire.” 

The  Enright  did  a fine  business  on  the 
feature. 

Selling  Seats  and  Bonds 
Pays  the  Lee  Owner 

APPOMATOX,  VA.— ' The  MPTOA  recently 
presented  a $50  war  bond  to  John  C.  Cald- 
well, owner  of  the  Lee  Theatre  here,  as  first 
prize  for  the  state  in  the  Fifth  War  Loan 
drive  earlier  this  year. 

In  a letter  accompaning  the  bond  Sam 
Bendheim  jr.,  treasurer  of  the  organization, 
said:  “May  we  take  this  opportunity  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  very  marvelous  showing 
that  you  made.” 

The  Lee  Theatre  sold  1,124  E bonds  and 
numerous  other  bonds  for  a total  of  $112,325. 
Seating  capacity  at  the  theatre  is  350  per- 
sons. 


Loew's  State  Arranges 
A Lobby  Blizzard 

Chicago  — Loew’s  State  Theatre  here 
rigged  up  a knockout  lobby  exploitation 
for  “Mrs.  Parkington”  in  which  the  cen- 
tral characters  of  the  film  were  depicted 
via  mannikins,  riding  through  a park  in 
a sleigh. 

Snow  was  swirling  around  the  cos- 
tumed figures,  the  wind  howled  through 
the  lobby  and  behind  it  the  music  of 
Christmas  carols  filled  the  air. 


"Why  Be  Irritated?"  Was 
Logical  Query  ol  Krim 

DETROIT  — Sol  Krim,  manager  of  the 
Abington  Theatre  here,  recently  dug  up  an 
attraction  that  probably  beat  any  four-star 
epic  on  the  booking  charts  today. 

Somewhere  or  other  Krim  cornered  a sup- 
ply of  cigarets  which  he  sold,  a package  at 
a time,  to  each  ticket  purchaser. 

The  cigarets  were  sold  at  OPA  prices  and 
under  a confectioner  license  which  permitted 
the  candy  counter  to  sell  cigarets — when  they 
can  find  cigarets. 

The  cigaret  offer  lasted  two  days. 

The  feature  was  shown — but  who  cared? 


Three  Thousand  Lipsticks 
Used  to  Sell  Picture 

DES  MOINES  — Three  thousand  sample 
Dorothy  Gray  lipsticks  were  handed  out  to 
Des  Moines  office  workers  in  the  promotion 
for  “Frenchman’s  Creek,”  which  opened  at 
the  Des  Moines  Theatre  December  28. 

The  “Frenchman’s  red”  lipstick  was 
mounted  on  a card  with  a picture  of  Joan 
Fontaine  and  Arturo  de  Cordova,  stars  of 
the  picture. 

The  stunt  was  a tieup  with  the  Dorothy 
Gray  section  of  Younker  Bros,  cosmetic  de- 
partment through  Tri-States  Theatre  Corp. 


Cartoons  for  Thanksgiving 

LOS  ANGELES — A program  of  15  favorite 
cartoons  made  up  special  Thanksgiving  morn- 
ing shows  at  the  Boulevard,  Village  and 
Stadium  theatres.  The  appeal  was  to  moth- 
ers, suggesting  they  “get  dad  and  the  chil- 
dren out  from  under  foot”  while  mom  planned 
the  feast. 


Unsolicited  Church 
Praise  Is  Extended 

HALIFAX — It  is  not  often  an  exhibitor 
can  offer  an  unsolicited  advance  commenda- 
tion for  a picture  he  has  booked,  but  this 
happened  for  Manager  Pat  Hanifen  of  the 
local  Garrick,  which  is  under  lease  to  Fa- 
mous Players.  Halifax  is  about  half  Catho- 
lic and  an  advance  testimonial  from  a 
church  of  this  denomination  is  worth  plenty 
at  the  boxoffice. 

Hanifen  had  booked  a revival  of  “The  Sign 
of  the  Cross”  at  the  Garrick,  mentioning  it 
to  some  clergymen,  pointing  out  the  religious 
value  of  such  a film  spectacle  in  these  times. 

The  Catholic  churches  went  all-out  for  the 
picture  and  one  parish  bulletin  urged  all 
Catholics  in  the  parish  and  city  to  see  it. 
The  church  commendation  read: 

“Catholics  who  want  to  see  a really  good 
picture  should  attend  the  modernized  show- 
ing of  “The  Sign  of  the  Cross,”  featured  at 
a local  theatre  (Garrick).  It  deals  with  the 
life  in  Rome  at  the  Period  of  Nero,  em- 
phasizing Christian  persecutions  of  the  time. 
Interesting  and  educational,  all  should  make 
a special  effort  to  see  it.” 

Sometimes  it  is  a good  idea  to  tell  your 
local  clergymen  in  advance  if  you  have  a 
picture  coming  which  will  particularly  ap- 
peal to  them,  Hanifen  said. 

Screwball  Campaign  Used 
To  Sell  Screwballs 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA.  — Gus  Marakas, 
manager  of  the  Orpheum  here,  literally  set 
most  of  the  town  on  its  ear  with  a zany 
campaign  on  Abbott  and  Costello’s  still 
zanier  film,  “Lost  in  a Harem.” 

Marakas  ran  his  trailers  on  this  farce 
upside  down  and  had  parts  of  his  billboards 
and  other  advertising  set  in  the  same  helter- 
skelter  fashion. 

And  to  prove  that  there’s  nothing  nuttier 
than  a nut  unless  it’s  Abbott  and  Costello, 
Marakas  rigged  up  a tieup  with  a nut  store 
for  a contest  based  on  a jar  full  of  nuts  and 
prizes  for  the  person  guessing  the  correct 
number.  He  gave  admission  tickets  and  war 
stamps  in  the  contest. 

He  demanded  that  radio  listeners  identify 
certain  songs  with  tickets  as  awards  and 
worked  out  tieups  with  music  stores  and 
record  counters. . 

Strachan  Finds  300  Car 
Signs  Strong  Medium 

CLEVELAND  ■ — For  the  engagement  of 
Warners’  “The  Very  Thought  of  You”  at  the 
Hippodrome,  J.  Knox  Strachan  used  300 
street  car  dashboard  cards.  These  were  de- 
signed with  a holiday  motif  and  made  up  in 
two  sizes,  36x20  and  27x20.  The  space  was 
purchased  for  a full  week  in  advance. 

The  color  combination — red,  green,  white 
and  black — with  holiday  touches  proved  an 
effective  eye  catcher,  Strachan  reports,  and 
really  sold  seats. 

* 

A Slick  Throwaway 

A slick  piece  of  throwaway  copy  was  de- 
veloped recently  by  Leon  Scott,  manager  of 
Schine’s  Margie  Grand,  Harlan,  Ky.,  to  ex- 
ploit Lana  Turner’s  picture,  “Marriage  Is  a 
Private  Affair.” 

The  copy  read  as  follows:  ‘Ts  the  plural 
of  SPOUSE  . . . SPICE?  See  Lana  Turner 
in  ‘Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair,’  showing 
Sunday  at  the  Margie  Grand.  For  the  love 
of  Lana,  don’t  miss  it.  It  so-o-o-o  ro- 
mantic.” 


VERY  EFFECTIVE — Getting  signs  that  move  around  is  often  a trick.  Here’s 
one  put  over  in  Cleveland  for  the  “Laura”  showing  at  the  Hippodrome.  The  Klein 
News  Co.  carried  signs  on  30  trucks  a week  in  advance  and  during  the  engage- 
ment. The  string  was  handled  by  Eddie  Miller,  manager;  Knox  Strachan,  pub- 
licity director,  and  Jane  Simon,  assistant  publicity  director. 
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SHORTS  CHART 


I 

Short  subjects,  listed  by  Company,  in  order  of  release.  Numeral  is  nro- 
duction  number.  Running  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  National  re- 
lease, second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFFICE.  The  symbol  between 
dates  is  rating  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review;  4+  Very  Good,  + Good, 
± Fair,  Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor.  O Indicates  color  photography. 


Columbia 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 


5423  Mopey  Dope  (16'/2) 

6-16 

+ 

5412  His  Hotel  Sweet  (17'/2) 

7-  9 

5408  Idle  Roomers  (16'/2)  ■ • 

7-16 

5424  Pick  a Peck  of  Plumbers 

(17)  

7-23 

6425  Wedded  Bliss  (17) 

6-18 

+ 

6426  Gold  Is  Where  You 

Lose  It  (16'/2)  

9-  1 

6401  Gents  Without  Cents  (19 

9-22 

6421  Strife  of  the  Party 

(16)  

10-13 

+ 

6427  Open  Season  for  Saps 

(IS)  

10-27 

-4- 

6428  Design  for  Loving  (21).. 

11-  3 

+ 

6409  A Knight  and  a Blonde 

(14)  U-17 

6402  No  Dough,  Boys  (17)...  11-24 
6429  Heather  and  Yon  (17)..  12-  8 
6422  She  Snoops  to  Conquer 

(..)  12-29 

6410  Woo,  Wool  (16) 1-  5 

6403  Three  Pests  in  a Mess 

(15)  1-19 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

(Technicolor) 

5504  The  Disillusioned  Bluebird 

(7)  6-15  + 7-8 

6501  Dog,  Cat  & Canary  (6)  1-  5 

6502  Rippling  Romance  (..).  2-  9 

COMMUNITY  SING 

5662  No.  12  (White)  Too  Young 

or  Too  Old  (10i/2) ....  6-30  + 9-9 

6651  No.  1 (Leibert) 

Love,  Love,  Love  (9 /z)  8-25  + 11-18 

6652  No.  2 (Baker)  Ikky,  Tikky 

Tam  bo  (9)  10-12  + 11-18 

6653  No.  3 (Baker)  Swinging  on  a 

Star  (10)  11-10 

6654  No.  4 (Leibert)  Hot  Time 

in  Berlin  (. .) 12-  1 

5657  Christmas  Carols  (reissue) 

(10'/2)  12-  8 

6655  (Baker)  Tico  Tico  (9) . . 1-  1 

FILM-VODVIL 
5955  No.  5 Featuring  Novak's  Com- 
edy Band  (10) 4-21  + 5-13 

6951  Featuring  Kehoe’s  Marimba 

Band  (11)  9-1 

6952  Featuring  Al  Trace's  Comedy 

Band  (11)  10-27  + 12-2 

6953  Featuring  Rootin'  Tootin' 

Band  (11)  12-  8 

6954  Featuring  Korn  Kobblers 

(11)  2-2 

FOX  & CROW 

(Technicolor) 

5753  The  Dream  Kids  OVz)  ■ 4-28  + 5-20 

5754  Mr.  Moocher  ( 7'/z > 9-  8 

6751  Be  Patient,  Patient  (7)  . 11-30 
6752 The  Egg  Yegg  (..) 1-19 

Ll'L  ABNER 

(Technicolor) 

5602  Sadie  Hawkins  Day  (7).  5-  4 ± 7-8 

5603  A Peekoolyar  Sitcheeay- 

shun  (7)  8-11 

6601  Porkuliar  Piggy  (7) 10-13  + 12-2 

6602  Kickapoo  Juice  (..)....  1-12 

PANORAMICS 

5904  Traditions  of  Mexico  (8)  4-18 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

5708  Tangled  Travels  (7) 6-9  ± 7-8 

5709  Mr.  Fore  by  Fore  (6'/2) . 7-  7 + 9-9 

5710  Case  of  the  Screaming  Bishop 

(7)  8-4  ± 9- 

6701  Mutt’n  Bones  (7) 8-25  ± 11- 

6702  As  the  Fly  Flies  (6) . . .11-17 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

6851  No.  1 (G.l.  Joe  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  8-25  -H-  11-18 

6852  No.  2 (The  Mike  Goes  to 

War)  (10)  9-22 

6853  No.  3 (Ken  Murray,  M.  C.) 

(10)  10-19 

6854  No.  4 (Variety-Mowbray) 

(9</2)  11-22 

6855  No.  5 ( G I Janes  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  12-28 

6856  No.  6 (Mem’ I to  T.  Mix- 

W.  Rogers)  (9)  1-26 

SPORT  REELS 

5809  Mat  Maulers 

(Wrestling)  (9)  6-19  ++  7 

5810  G.l.  Sports  (10) 7-28  -+  9-9 

6801  K9-Kadets  (10'/2)  9-  8 

6802  Hedge  Hoppers  (9) 10-20  4+12-2 

6803  Aqua  Maids  (9</2) 11-24 

6804  Striking  Champions  ( . . ) . 12-22 

6805  Kings  of  the  Fairway 

(••)  2-2 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 

(Technicolor) 

T-511  Through  the  Colorado 

Rockies  (9'/2)  10-23 

T-512  Grand  Canyon — Pride 

of  Creation  (9)  11-27 

T-513  Salt  Lake  Diversions  (9)12-25 
T-514  A Day  in  Death  Valley 

(9)  1-22 

T-515  Visiting  St.  Louis  (9) . . 2-19 
T-516  Mackinac  Island  (9)..  3-18 
T-517  Along  the  Cactus  Trail 

(9)  4-15 

T-518  Colorful  Colorado  (8)..  5-20 
T-519  Roaming  Through  Arizona 

(9)  6-3 

T-520  City  of  Brigham  Young 

(9'/2)  6-17 

T-521  Monumental  Utah  (9'/2)  7-29 
T-522  Wandering  Here  and 

There  (..)  12-9 


MINIATURES 

M-440  0de  to  Victory  (11). 

M -581  My  Tomato  (7) 


+ 


+ 

4+ 

+ 

4+ 

+ 


12-25 

12-25 

2-12 

2-12 

4-22 

+22 

6-10 

6-10 


+4  8-26 


M-583  No  News  Is  Good  News 


M-584  Tale  of  a Dog  (11).. 
M-585  A Great  Day’s  Coming 

(11)  

M-5S6  Important  Business 

(11)  


M -588  ©Somewhere,  U.S.A. 

(10)  

M- 589  Nostradamus  IV  (10). 


(Technicolor) 

W-452  War  Dogs  (7) 

W-453  Stork’s  Holiday  (8)... 
W-454  What's  Buzzin’  Buzzard? 


7-31 

+ 

9-18 

12-  4 

12-25 

+ 

1-29 

12-18 

+ 

12-25 

+15 

+ 

4-22 

4-22 

4+ 

+22 

4-29 

4+ 

+15 

5-20 

ft 

6-10 

6-  3 

+4 

7-29 

9-30 

4+ 

10-21 

>ONS 

10-  9 

+4 

10-16 

10-23 

ft 

10-16 

11-27 

+ 

11-20 

12-25 

12-25 

1-22 

± 

2-19 

2-26 

± 

4-29 

4-  1 

+ 

4-22 

4-22 

-+- 

6-10 

5-  6 

4+ 

4-22 

6-  3 

+ 

6-  3 

6-24 

7-22 

+ 

8-26 

9-  9 

8-26 

-4- 

8-26 

r).... 

+ 

10-21 

W-455  Baby  Puss  (8) 

W-456  Innertube  Antics  (8) 

W-531  Zoot  Cat  (8) 

W-532  Screwball  Squirrel  (7) 

W-533  Batty  Baseball  (6) . . 

W-534  Million  Dollar  Cat  (7 
W-535  The  Tree  Surgeon  (8) 

W-536  Happy-Go-Nutty  (7) 

W-537  The  Bodyguard  (7).. 

W-53S  Bear  Raid  Warden  (8 
W-539  Big  Heel-Watha  (8). 

W-540  Puttin'  On  the  Dog  I 
W-541  Mouse  Trouble  (7) . 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

M-G-M  SPECIALS 

A-501  Dark  Shadows  (22)... 12-16  +4  12-30 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-497  Little  Miss  Pinkerton 

(11)  9-16  ± 10-16 

C-498  Three  Smart  Guys  (11). 10-23  ...  • 

C-499  Radio  Bugs  (9) 4-1  zp  2-12 

C-500  Dancing  Romeo  (10)..  4-29  + 4-15 


PASSING  PARADE 

K-487  Nursery  Rhyme  Mysteries 

(11)  7-31  + 

K-488  Storm  (10)  10-23  ++ 

K-489  To  My  Unborn  Son  (9)10-30  + 
K-490  This  Is  Tomorrow  (9)  • .11-27  +f 
K-571  The  Immortal  Black- 
smith (10)  5-20  4+ 

K-572  Grandpa  Called  It  Art 

(10)  7-15 

K-573  Return  From  Nowhere  (10)..  4+ 

K-574  A Lady  Fights  Back 

(10)  11-11  ++ 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

S-470  Scrap  Happy  (9) 9-4  +) 

S-471  Fixin’  Tricks  (10) 9-18  + 

S-472  Football  Thrills  of  1942 

(10)  9-25  4+ 

S-473  Tips  on  Trips  (10) 11-13 

S-474  Water  Wisdom  (9)....  11-27  ± 

S-551  Practical  Joker  (10) ...  1-  8 + 

S-552  Home  Maid  (10) 2-19  + 

S-553  Groovie  Movie  (10)...  4-  8 +4 
S-554  Sportsman’s  Memories 

(10)  +22  ++ 

S-555  Movie  Pests  (10) 7-8  ++ 

S-556  Sports  Quiz  (10) 9-2+4 

S-557  Football  Thrills  of  1943 

(8)  8-18  - 

S-558  Safety  Sleuth  (10) ...  .11-25  +4 


7-24 
10-16 
12-18 
11-  7 

6-10 


10-21 

12-30 


9-18 

10-16 

10-16 

12-25 

2-12 

2-19 

4-15 

4-22 

8-12 

8-26 

10-21 

12-30 


Paramount 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


GEORGE  PAL  PUPPETOONS 

(Technicolor) 

U3-5  And  to  Think  I Saw  It  on  Mul- 
berry Street  OVz) ...  5-5 
U3-6  Jasper  Goes  Hunting 

(7>/2)  7-28 

U4-1  Jasper's  Paradise  OZz)  10-13 
U4-2  Two-Gun  Rusty  (7>/2)..12-l 
U4-3  Hot  Lip  Jasper  (8)....  1-  5 
U+4 Jasper  Tell  (..) 3-23 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORTI 

R3-  7 Trail  Breakers  (9(/2)..  +28 
R3-  8 Speed  Couriers  (9!/2) . 6-  9 
R3-  9 Catch  'Em  and  Eat  'Em 

(10)  7-7 

R3-10  Furlough  Fishing  (9Zz)  8-25 
R+  1 Rhythm  on  Wheels 

(9'/2)  10-6 

R+  2 Broncs  & Brands  (9>/z)  .11-  3 
R4-  3 Long  Shots  or  Favorites 

Wz)  12-  S 

R4-4  Out  Fishin’  (..) 1-26 

R+5  Blue  Winners  (..) 2-23 

R+6  (Untitled)  (..)  3-30 

HEADLINER 

A2-11  Three  Bears  in  a Boat 

(10)  8-20 

A2-12  Yours  Truly  (10) 9-3 

A2- 13  Stuffy  in  “Down  With 


4+ 

6-24 

4+ 

8-26 

4+ 

10-  7 

4+ 

11-  4 

4+ 

12-30 

JGHTS 

4+ 

5-13 

4+ 

8-26 

4+ 

8-12 

4- 

8-26 

+4 

10-  7 

+ 

11-18 

-4- 

12-30 

Everything”  (9)  

9-24 

4+ 

10-30 

LITTLE  LULU 

(Technicolor) 

D3-3  Lulu  Gets  the  Brrdie  (8) 

3-31 

+ 

5-13 

D3-4  In  Hollywood  (8) 

5-19 

7-29 

D3-5  Lucky  Lulu  OVz) 

6-30 

+ 

8-12 

D3-6  It’s  Nifty  te  Be  Thrifty 

(8)  

8-18 

10-21 

D3-7  I’m  Just  Curious  (7) . . . 

9-  8 

+ 

10-21 

D3-8  Indoor  Outing  (8) 

9-29 

+ 

12-30 

0+1  At  the  Zoo  ( . . ) 

11-17 

D+2  Birthday  Party  (..).... 

12-29 

D+3  Beau  Ties  ( . . ) 

3-  2 

.... 

MUSICAL  PARADES 

(Technicolor) 

FF3-4  Showboat  Serenade  (20)  4-14 

FF3-5  Fun  Time  (20) 6-16 

FF3-6  Halfway  to  Heaven  (19)  8-25 
FF4-1  Bonnie  Lassie  (19)....  10-  6 

FF4-2  Star  Bright  (20) 12-15 

FF4-3  Bombalera  (20)  2-9 

NOVELTOON 

(Technicolor) 

P3-4  Suddenly  It's  Spring  (10)  4-28 
P4-1  Yankee  Doodle  Donkey 

(8)  10-27 

P+2  Gabriel  Churchkitten 

(■•)  12-15 

P4-3  When  Gl  Johnny  Comes 

Home  (. .)  2-2 

P4-4  A Lamb  in  a Jam  (..)..  3-30 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

E3-  2 Marry-Go-Round  (7Va)  12-31 
E3-  3 We’re  on  Our  Way  to  Rio 

(8)  4-21 

E3-  4 Anvil  Chorus  Girl  (7) . . 5-26 
E3-  5 Spinach-Packin'  Popeye 

<7'/2)  

E3-  6 Puppet  Love  OZz ) • • • • 

E3-  7 Pitching  Woo  at  the  Zoo 

(7)  

E3-  8 Moving  Aweigb  (7)....  9-22 
E4-  1 She-Sick  Sailors  (.  .).  .12-  8 
E+  2 Pop-Pie-Ala  Mode  (..)l-26 
E+  3 Tops  in  the  Big  Top  ( . . ) 3-16 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 

(Color) 


+22 

5- 20 

6- 24 

10-  7 

11- 25 

12- 30 


+f  6-24 


7-21 

6-11 


9-  1 


I- 29 

6-24 

8-12 

8-12 

II- 25 

10-21 

12-30 


RKO  Radio 


Prod.  No.  Title  Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

34.109  The  Old  Army  Game 

(7)  

34.110  Home  Defense  (8) . 

34.111  Chicken  Little  (9) . . 

34.112  The  Pelican  and  the 


34.114  Trombone  Trouble  (7 

34.115  How  to  Play  Golf  (8) 

34.116  Donald  Duck  and  the 


34.117  Contrary  Condor  (8) 

34.118  Commando  Duck  (7) . . 
54,101  Springtime  for  Pluto 

(7)  


54.103  First  Aiders  (7) 

54.104  How  to  Play  Football 

(8)  


11-  5 

+4 

12-  4 

11-26 

4+ 

12-25 

12-17 

+4 

1-29 

1-  7 

1-22 

i 1-28 

4+ 

3-18 

l 2-18 

3-18 

3-10 

4+ 

+22 

. 3-31 

4+ 

+15 

, +21 

+ 

5-27 

. 5-12 

4+ 

5-27 

. 6-23 

+ 

7-29 

. 9-  1 

+ 

8-26 

. 9-22 

+ 

10-21 

. 9-15 

+ 

n-i8 

.12-  8 

+ 

12-30 

+ 


+ 

+ 


10-23 

1-22 


+15 

9-16 


++  11-18 


+ 

+ 

+ 


10-16 

10- 30 

11- 27 

12- 18 

3-25 
30-  7 

11-  4 

12- 30 


^12-4 
± 12-25 


J3-4  No.  4 (10)  

. + 7 

+4 

5-20 

J3-5  No.  5 (10)  

..6-2 

“h 

6-24 

J3-6  No.  6 (10)  

..8-4 

+4 

8-26 

J4-1  No.  1 (10)  

. .10-20 

-f- 

10-21 

J+2  No.  2 (10)  

. .12-22 

+ 

11-18 

J4-3  No.  3 ( . . ) 

..  2-16 

SPEAKING  OF 

ANIMALS 

Y3-4  Your  Pet  Problem  (9) 

..  5-19 

Y3-5  In  a Harem  (9) 

. . 7-14 

+ 

7-29 

Y3-6  Monkey  Business  (8) . . 

. . 9-15 

+ 

10-  7 

Y4-1  As  Babies  (9) 

. .11-24 

+ 

11-18 

Y+2  Who’s  Who  in  Animal 

Land  (9)  

..  1-19 

44 

12-30 

Y+3  In  the  Public  Eye  (.. 

).  3-16 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 

(Color) 

L3-5  No.  5 (10)  

. . 6-23 

44 

7-29 

L3-6  No.  6(10)  

.8-1 

L4-1  No.  1 (10)  

. .11-10 

+ 

11-18 

L4-2  No.  2 (.  . ) 

..  1-12 

L+3  No.  3 ( - - ) 

. . 3-  9 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

43.401  Not  on  My  Account 

(17)  9-17 

43.402  Unlucky  --Dog  (15) . . .11-12 

43.403  Prunes  and  Politics  (16)  1-  7 

43.404  Love  Your  Landlord 

(18)  3-3 

43.405  Radio  Rampage  (16) . . 4-28 

43.406  The  Kitchen  Cynic  (18)  7-23 
53,401  Feather  Your  Nest 

(18)  10-23 

FLICKER  FLASHBACKS 

44.202  No.  2 (9)  10-  1 + 

44.203  No.  3 (9)  10-29 

44.204  No.  4 (9)  11-26 

44.205  No.  5 (9)  12-24 

44.206  No.  6 (9)  1-21 

44.207  No.  7 (10)  2-18  ± 

54.201  No.  1 (10)  9-15  ± 

54.202  No.  2 (10)  10-27  ± 

No.  3 (S!4)  4+ 

HEADLINER  REVIVALS 

43.202  Rhythm  on  the 

Rampage  (18)  10-  8 

43.203  Romancing  Along  (21). 11-  5 

43.204  Music  Will  Tell  (18). 12-  3 

53.201  Songs  of  the  Colleges 

(15)  9-8 

53.202  Swing  It  (16) 10-20 

53.203  Swing  Vacation  (19)..  12-  1 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

43.702  Cutie  on  Duty  (18)..  10-29  zp 

43.703  Wedtime  Stories  (17).  12-24  ± 

43.704  Say  Uncle  (18) 2-18  zp 

43.705  Poppa  Knows  Worst 

(17)  +14  ± 

43.706  Girls!  Girls!  Girls!  (17)  6-  9 

53.701  Triple  Trbuble  (17) ...  9-  1 

53.702  He  Forget  to  Remember 

(17)  10-27 

PATHE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

44.302  Joe  Kirkwood  (9) j.0-  8 + 10-23 

44.303  Stars  & Strikes  (9).. 11-  5 +4  12-25 

44.304  Mountain  Anglers  (9).  12-  3 4+  12-25 

44.305  Co-Ed  Sports  (8) 12-31  + 1-22 

44.306  Basket  Wizards  (8) . . 1-28  ± 2-19 

44.307  Mallard  Flight  (9) . . . 2-25  +4  3-18 

44.308  On  Point  (8) 3-24  +f  +15 

44.309  Past  Performances  (8)  +21  -f-  5-13 

44.310  Boys  Camps  (8) 5-19  + 5-27 

44.311  Boot  and  Spur  (8) 6-16  +4  7-8 

44.312  Ski  Chase  (8) 7-14  4+  8-26 

44.313  Swim  Ballet  (8) 8-11  ++  10-21 

54.301  Harness  Racers  (8) . . . 9-  8 4+  9-9 

54.302  School  for  Dogs  (8)..  10-  6 ± 11-25 

54.303  Saddle  Starlets  («)...  11-  3 ±12-2 

54.304  Parallel  Skiing  (8)...  12-1  

THIS  IS  AMERICA 

54,302  School  for  Dogs  (8)...  10-  6 
33,113  Children  of  Mars  ( 

43,101  Sailors  All  (20) . 


+ 


+ 

+ 


11-  4 

12- 16 
12-30 

12-  4 
1-22 

3- 25 

4- 15 
7-29 

11-  4 


43.103  New  Prisons — New  Men 

(17)  

43.104  Mail  Call  (17) 


43.106  Aircraft  Carrier  (16).. 

43.107  Viva  Mexico  (17) 

43.108  Hot  Money  (17) 


43.111  Brazil  Today  (IS) . . 

43.112  That  Man  May  Live 

(19)  

43.113  Navy  Yard  (16) 

53,101  West  Point  (17).... 
New  Americans  (191/. 


10-22 

+4 

10-30 

11-19 

4+ 

12-  4 

12-17 

-4- 

12-18 

1-14 

1-15 

2-11 

4+ 

2-12 

3-10 

+4 

3-18 

. + 7 

+4 

+15 

. 5-  5 

+ 

5-13 

. 6-  2 

“I" 

6-10 

1 6-30 

+4 

8-12 

1 7-28 

4+ 

9-16 

. 8-25 

4+ 

9-  9 

. 9-29 

11-29 

.10-20 

4+ 

11-18 

.11-17 

44 

12-  2 

t)-... 

+4 

12-30 

8 
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w%|CTORY 

nFILMS 


America's  Hidden  Weapon.  (10).  Diet  by 
WB. 

The  Battle  far  the  Mariannas.  (20).  Dist  by 
WB.  Impressive.  Rev.  Oct  7. 

Battle  Stations.  (10).  Dist  by  20th-Fox. 
Brought  to  Action.  ( . . ).  Dist  by  UA  and 
M-G-M. 

It's  Murder.  (10).  Dist.  by  Col.  Excellent 
Rev  Oct*  , 

It’s  Your  War  Too.  (10).  Dist  by  UA  and 
M-G-M. 


Liberation  of  Rome.  (21).  Dist.  by  M-G-M. 
Excellent  Rev.  July  29. 

Memo  for  Joe.  (10).  Dist  by  RKO. 

Movies  at  War.  (10).  Dist  by  Univ. 

No  Substitutes.  (10).  Dist  by  20tb-Fox. 
Prices  Unlimited.  (10).  Dist  by  Univ. 

Red  Cross  Short  (Untitled).  (9).  Dist  by 
RKO. 

Report  to  Judy.  (10).  Dist  by  Univ. 

Reward  Unlimited.  (10).  Dist  by  UA  013 

M-G-M. 


Road  to  Victory.  (10).  Dist  by  WB. 

Skirmish  on  tbe  Home  Front  (13).  Dist  by 
Para. 

Target-Japan.  (10).  Dist  by  Para, 

The  War  Speeds  Up.  (15).  Dist  by  Cat  Ex- 
cellent, Rev.  Sept  16. 

V-l — The  Robut  Bomb.  (9).  Dirt,  by  RKO. 
Excellent.  Rev.  Nov.  18. 

What’s  Your  Name.  (9/a).  Dist  by  20tb-F«. 
Why  of  Wartime  Taxes.  (10).  Dist  by  Col. 


20th  Century-Fox 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Ret  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


.12-11 
. 6-  4 


± 11-28 


+ 12-4 


4-15 


4+  12-  4 


DRIBBLE  PUSS  PARADE 

3901  Monkey  Doodle  Dandies 

(9)  

3902  Jungle  Land  (9)  

4901  Fuss  and  Feathers  (9) 

4902  Lew  Lehr  Makes  the 

News  (9)  5-26 

5901  Sea  Food  Mamas  (8) 10-20 

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 

4303  Fun  for  All  (9) 4-14  tt 

4351  ©Nymphs  of  the  Lake 

(10)  6-9  

4304  Students  of  Form  (9) . . . 6-30  

4352  ©Ski  Slopes  (9) 7>-21  

5351  ©Blue  Grass  Gentlemen 

(9)  9-15  

5352  ©Trolling  for  Strikes 

(--) 1215 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

(Color) 

4156  Kingdom  of  Treasure 

(9)  12-3 

4155  Realm  af  Royalty  (9)..  2-  4 
4153  Steamboat  an  the  River 

(9)  3-10 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

Vol.  10,  No.  7 Postwar  Jobs 

(18)  ....2-25 

Vel  10,  No.  8 South  American  Front 

—1944  (17)  3-24 

Vol.  10,  No.  9 The  Irish  Question 

(19)  4-21 

Vol.  10,  No.  10  Underground 

Report  (20)  5-19 

Vol.  10,  No.  11  Back  Door  to  Tokyo 

(19)  6-16 

Vol.  10,  No.  12  Americans  AH 

(18)  7-14 

Vel.  10,  No.  13  British  Imperialism 

—1944  (18)  8-11 

Vel.  11,  No.  1 Postwar  Farms 

(17)  9-  8 

Vol.  11,  No.  2 What  to  Do  With 

Germany  (18/2)  10-  6 

Vol  11,  No.  3 Uncle  Sam,  Mariner 

(17)  11-  3 

Vol.  11,  No.  4 Inside  China 

Today  (17/2)  • • • • • ■•12"  1 
Tha  Unknown  Battle  (18lA) 

MOVIETONE  ADVENTURES 

(Color) 

4253  Leathernecks  on  Parade 
(9)  

4202  Silver  Wings  (9) 

4201  Sails  Aloft  (9) • ■ 

4203  Mailman  of  Snake  River 

(9)  

5251  Mexican  Majesty  (8) 


tt 

tt 

+ 

+ 

tt 

tt 

tt 

+ 

•4" 


3-  4 

4-  1 

4- 29 

5- 20 

6- 24 

7- 29 

8- 12 
9-  9 

10-  7 

11- 18 


-ft-  12-30 


5254  Black,  Gold  and  Cactus 


5256  Alaskan  Grandeur  (8) . - - 

SPECIAL 

5601  Three  Sisters  of  the 


1- 14 

2- 18 
3-31 

4* 

+ii 

5-  5 
8-  4 

8- 25 

9- 29 

■h 

4-15 

11-10 
11-24 
1-  5 

9-  8 

TERRY-TOONS 

(Technicolor) 

4509  The  Butcher  of  Seville 

(7)  1-  7 * 

4511  Tbe  Wreck  of  the  Hesperus 

(7)  2-11 

4512  A Day  in  June  (7) 3-  3 

4513  The  Champion  of  Justice 

(7)  ••••:•••  3’17  + 

4514  The  Frog  and  the  Princess 

(7)  4-7  + 

4515  Mighty  Mouse  Meets  Jekyll  and 

Hyde  Cat  (7) 4-28  ± 

4516  My  Boy  Johnny  (7) 5-12  -ff 

4517  Wolf!  Wolf!  (7) 6-  | 

4518  Eliza  on  the  Ice  (7)...  6-23 

4519  The  Green  Line  (7) 7-  7 

4520  Carmen's  Veranda  (7)  - - - 7-28 

5501  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7) . 8-18 

5502  Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Two 

Barbers  (7)  9-1 

5503  Gandy  Goose  in  Ghost  Town 

(7)  9-22 

5504  Mighty  Mouse  in  the  Sultan’s 

Birthday  (7)  10-13 

5505  A Wolf’s  Tale  (7) 10-27 

5506  Mighty  Mouse  at  tbe  Circus 

(7)  U-17 

5507  Gandy’s  Dream  Girl  (7)-.  12-  8 

5508  Dear  Old  Switzerland  (7)  12-22 


4-22 

4-15 

4-15 

4-15 

4-15 


Universal 


Prud.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


LANTZ  CARTUNES 

(Technicolor) 

8239  Fish  Fry  (7) 6-19  + 8-12 

9232  The  Beach  Nut  (7) 10-16  + 11-4 

9233  Ski  for  Two  (7) 11-13  + 12-16 

9235  Painter  and  the  Pointer 

(7)  12-18 

NAME  BAND  MUSICALS 

8139  Melody  Garden  (15)....  5-17 
Teddy  Pewell  & Orth., 

Ray  Eberle,  Joe  Stafford  & 

Pled  Pipers,  Martha  Tilton, 

Peggy  Mann,  Jack  Palmer. 

8130  Pagliacci  Swings  It  (15)  6-14  ± 8-26 

Joe  Reichman  & Orch., 

Gene  Austin,  the  Tailor 
Maids,  Hal  Derwin,  Caro- 
lyn Grey. 

8131  Midnight  Melodies  (15).  7-19  + 

Matty  Malneck  & Orch., 

Connie  Haines,  the  Smart 
Set. 

9121  Swingtime  Holiday  (15).  9-20  + 

Gus  Arnheim  & Orch.,  Jim- 
mie Dodd,  Delta  Rhythm 
Boys,  Jean  Davis. 

9122  Harmony  Highways  (15)  11-22  ± 

Al  Donohue  & Orch.,  Jimmy 
Cash,  Stapletons,  Marilyn 
Hare,  Foursome. 

9123  On  the  Mellow  Side  (15)  12-  6 tt 

Emil  Coleman  & Orch., 

Delta  Rhythm  Boys,  Della 
Nor  ell. 

9124  Jive  Busters  (15) 1-17 

Sunny  Dunham  & Orch., 

Carolyn  Grey,  Tailor  Maids, 

Valesco  & Lene. 

9125  Melody  Parade  (15)....  2-14 

Charlie  Barnet  & Orch., 

Pied  Pipers,  June  Hutton, 

Grey  & Diane. 


9-16 


10-  7 


12-16 


12-16 


PERSON— ODDITIES 

8375  Mrs.  Lowell  Thomas  Fur 

Farmer  (9)  1-31 

8376  The  Barefoot  Judge  (9)  2-23 

8377  Aviation  Expert  Donald 

Douglas  (9)  3-20 

8378  Foster’s  Canary  College 

(9)  4-24  + 

8379  The  Fantastic  Castle  (9)  5-22  + 

8380  The  Honest  Forger  (9)..  6-19  + 
S381  Spinning  a Yam  (9) ...  8-  7 + 

9371  Idol  of  the  Crowd  (9)..  9-18  ff 

9372  Oiw- Man  Newspaper  (9).  12-18 

SWING  SYMPHONIES 

(Technicolor) 

8232  The  Greatest  Man  in  Siam 

(7)  3-27  + 

8233  Jungle  Jive  (7) 5-15  + 

9231  Abou  Ben  Boogie  (7) . . 9-18  + 
9234  Pied  Piper  of  Basin  St. 

(7)  1-15 

TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

(Technicolor) 

8112  With  the  Marines  at  Tarawa 

(19)  3-  1 

7110  Eagle  vs.  Dragon  (18) . . 4-  5 ff 

8110  World  Without  Borders 

(21)  1-17 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

VARIETY  VIEWS 


+ 3-4 

+ 5-27 


4- 29 

5- 20 
8-26 
8-12 

10-  7 


1-22 
4-29 
10-  7 


4-  1 


(9')  

.12-27 

1- 

1-29 

8355  Amazing  Metropolis  (9) 

. 1-17 

4-29 

8356  Magazine  Model  (9)  ■ ■ ■ 

. 1-24 

3-25 

8357  Animal  Tricks  (9)  . . . . 

. 2-21 

3-11 

8358  Hobo  News  (9)  

. 3-27 

tt 

5-20 

8359  Fraud  by  Mail  (9) . . . 

8360  Mr.  Chimp  Goes  South 

. 4-24 

+ 

+ 

5-20 

(9)  

. 5-29 

4" 

7-29 

8361  Bear  Mountain  Game  (9)  8-14 
9351  From  Spruce  to  Bomber 

tt 

7-29 

(9)  

tt 

10-  7 

9352  Dogs  for  Show  (9) . . . 

9353  Mr.  Chimp  at  Coney 

.11-  6 

+ 

12-16 

Island  (9)  

.12-11 

+ 

12-30 

Warner  Bros. 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


4-  8 

+ 

6-10 

5-13 

+ 

5-27 

6-  3 

+ 

6-24 

6-17 

+ 

6-24 

7-15 

+ 

8-12 

8-19 

+ 

9-16 

BLUE  RIBBON  CARTOON  REISSUES 

(Technicolor) 

9308  Sweet  Sioux  (7) 

9309  Of  Fox  and  Hounds  (7) . . 5-13 

9310  Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs 

(8)  

9311  A Wild  Hare  (7) 6-17 

9312  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7)  7-15 

9313  Isle  of  Pingo  Pongo  (7)  8-19 

1301  Let  It  Be  Me  (7'/*)....  9-16 

1302  September  in  the  Rain 

(6/a)  9-30 

1303  Sunday  Go  to  Meeting  Time 

(6/a)  10-28  + 11-18 

1304  I Love  to  Singa  (..)...  .11-18 

1305  Plenty  af  Money  and  You 

(.)  12-9 

1306  Fella  With  a Fiddle  (. . ) 1-20 

"BUGS  BUNNY”  SPECIALS 

(Technicolor) 

9722  Bugs  Bunny  Nips  the  Nips 

(7)  

9723  Hare  Ribbia’  (7) . . 

9724  Hare  Force  (7) 

9725  Buckaroo  Bugs  (7) . 

9/26  Old  Grey  Hare  (7). 

1721  Herr  Meets  Hare  (..)..  1-13 

1722  Unruly  Hare  (..) 2-20 

FEATURETTE 

9106  U.S.  Marines  on 

Review  (20)  ... 


4-22 

+ 

5-  6 

6-24 

+ 

6-24 

7-22 

+ 

7-29 

8-26 

4- 

10-  7 

10-28 

tt 

11-25 

7-  8 

tt 

7-29 

9-23 

tt 

10-21 

10-14 

tt 

11-  4 

.12-  2 

12-23 

4" 

12-30 

.11-11 

■H- 

11-25 

t 


1104  I Won’t  Play  (20) 

MELODY  MASTERS 

9606  Songs  of  the  Range  (10)  6-10  tt 

9609  Junior  Jive  Bombers  (10)  7-  1 + 

9610  All  Star  Melody  Masters 

(10)  7-29 

9609  Junior  Jive  Bombers  (10)  7-  1 
(S)  8-5 

1601  Bab  Wills  and  His  Texas 

Playboys  (10)  9-2  + 

1602  Listen  to  the  Bands  (10). 10-  7 + 

1603  Harry  Owens  and  Royal 

Hawaiians  (10)  ....  .11-  4 + 

1604  Sonny  Dunham  and 

Orchestra  ( . . ) 11-25 

1605  Jammin'  the  Blues  (10).  12- 16  tt 

MERRIE  MELODIES 


6-24 

9-16 

8-26 

9-16 

9-16 

10-  7 

11-  4 

11-25 


12-  2 


9706  Swooner  Crooner  (7) . . . 

5-  6 

tt 

6-  3 

9707  Russian  Rhapsody  (7) . . 

5-20 

tt 

6-  3 

9708  Duck  Soup  to  Nuts  (7). 

5-27 

5-27 

9709  Angel  Puss  (7)  

6-  3 

tt 

6-24 

9710  Slightly  Daffy  (7) 

6-17 

+ 

6-24 

9711  Brother  Brat  (7) 

7-15 

+ 

8-12 

9714  From  Hand  to  Mouse 

(8)  

6-  5 

+ 

9-16 

9713  Birdy  and  the  Beast  (7) 
9715  Goldilocks  and  the  Jivin' 

8-19 

+ 

9-16 

3ears 

(7)  

9-  2 

+ 

10-  7 

9712  Plane  Daffy  (7) 

9-16 

Hh 

10-  7 

9716  Lost  and  Foundling  (8). 

9-30 

-4- 

11-  4 

9717  Booby  Hatched  <6/2) . . 

10-14 

tt 

11-  4 

9718  The  Stupid  Cupid  (..). 11-25 

9719  Stage  Door  Cartoon  (..). 12-30 

9720  Odor-Able  Kitty  (..)...  1-  6 

1701  Draftee  Daffy  ( . . ) 1-27 

SPORTS  PARADE 

(Technicolor) 

9508  Filipino  Sports  Parade 


(10)  . 

6-10 

tt 

6-24 

9509  Mexican  Sportland 

(10). 

5-13 

+ 

5-29 

9510  Cattlemen 

s Days 

(10).  . 

6-24 

4” 

-H- 

6-24 

9511  Colorado 

Trout  (10)... 

7-  1 

7-29 

9513  Bluenose 

Schooner 

(10). 

S-  5 

9-16 

9512  Champions  of  the 

Future 

(10) 

11-18 

-H- 

11-18 

1501  California 

Here  We 

Are 

<■  •) 

12-16 

1502  Birds  & Beasts  Were  There 

(..)  12-30  

1503  Glamour  in  Sports  (..)..  1-13  .... 

TECHNICOLOR 

9005  Winner’s  Circle  (20)...  5-  6 ff  5-27 

9004  Devil  Boats  (20) 8-12  ff  8-12 

9006  Musical  Movleland  (20).  9-  9 ff  10-7 

1001  Let’s  Go  Fishing  (16'/2)  10-21  ff  12-  2 

1002  Beachhead  to  Berlin  (..)  1-  6 ff  12-16 

VITAPHONE  VARIETY 

1401  Their  Dizzy  Day  (10) ...  9-  2 + 9-16 

1402  Ski  Whizz  (9/2) 10-  7 

1403  Outdoor  Living  (10) 11-  4 + 11-25 


Miscellaneous 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


12-  4 
3-18 

5-27 

10-21 

8-12 

10-21 

11-  4 

12- 16 


7-29 


United  Artists 

THE  WORLD  IN  ACTION 

Tbe  Labor  Front  (21)  11-19  ± 
Russia’s  Foreign  Policy  (21)  + 
The  Battle  of  Europe 

(17)  5.  5 |j. 

Global  Air  Routes  (15)  6-23  + 
Fortress  Japan  (17)-.  8-10  ff 

Zero  Hour  (22) ff 

Inside  France  (19) ± 

When  Asia  Speaks  (19) ....  + 

Serials 


COLUMBIA 

5140  The  Desert  Hawk 7-  7 

15  Chapters. 

6120  Black  Arrow  10-20 

15  Chapters. 

5120  Tbe  Batman  7-16 

15  Chapters. 

6140  Brenda  Starr,  Reporter. . . 1-26 
13  Chapters. 

REPUBLIC 

284  Secret  Service  in  Darkest 

Africa  7-10 

15  Chapters. 

381  The  Masked  Marvel 11-6 

12  Chapters. 

382  Captain  America  1-29 

15  Chapters. 

383  The  Tiger  Woman  

12  Chapters. 


UNIVERSAL 

.Great  Alaskan  Mystery..  4-25  + 5-6 

Raiders  of  Ghost  City + " ~~ 

13  Chapters. 

Mystery  of  the  River  Boat. . . 

13  Chapters. 

Mystery  Queen  of  the 
Jungle  


+ 

5-  6 

+ 

8-12 

+ 

11-  4 

+ 

12-30 

IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Movietone  News,  No.  34:  Russian  front;  Latvia; 
Vilna;  bombing  of  Reich;  personalities;  state 
department  aides;  March  of  Dimes;  British  woman; 
Philippine  children;  new  fighting  lady;  RAF  raid 
on  Nazi  ships. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  232:  RAF  rockets  sink 
Nazi  ships;  Stettinius  gets  new  aides;  Australian 
girl;  Vilna;  Filipinos  back  to  school;  United 
Nations  fashions. 

Paramount  News,  No.  35:  Tear  of  achieve- 
ment; battle;  home  front;  liberation;  Germany; 
Russia;  politics. 

Pathe  News,  No.  37:  State  department  aides 
sworn  in;  Vilna;  Tommies’  party  for  Dutch 
kids;  air  route  Alaska  to  Russia;  reepen  schools 
in  Philippines;  RAF  blasts  German  ships. 

Universal  News,  No.  358:  Russians;  RAF  blasts 
Nazi  ships;  Leyte  school  reopens;  March  of 
Dimes;  one-woman  lend  lease;  fashions  for  beach; 
air  route  to  Russia. 

• 

Movietone  News  No.  35:  Coast  guard  foils 
Nazis;  war  flashes;  shell  Nazis  across  Rhine; 
Athens  honors  heroes;  army  nurses;  religion; 
weapons;  sports;  Eisenhower. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  233:  Coast  guard  cap- 
tures Nazis;  pictures  from  Warsaw;  Yanks  clear 
ruins;  General  Eisenhower;  FDR’s  prayer  for  vic- 
tory; shell  German  city;  children  give  thanks. 

Paramount  News,  No.  36:  Tragedy  in  War- 
saw; Yanks  clear  blitz  ruins;  coast  guard  traps 
Nazis;  report  to  America. 

Pathe  News,  No.  38:  Pictures  from  Polish 
underground;  coast  guard  seizes  Nazi  radio  par- 
ties; British  borne  guards;  navy  flies  blood  to 
Leyte;  first  ambassador  from  free  France;  Yanks 
clear  London  ruins. 

Universal  News,  No.  359:  Yanks  clear  Green- 
land of  Nazis;  shell  Kehl;  Nazi  terror  in  War- 
saw; new  French  envoy;  Britain’s  home  guard. 

• 

All-American  News,  Vof.  3,  No.  1X5:  River- 
dale  orphans  get  $5,000  for  gifts;  first  negro 
congressman  from  New  York  honored;  mock  wed- 
ding highlights;  Hearthstone  Club  party;  personali- 
ties in  the  news,  E.  Simms  Campbell;  Salvation 
Army  opens  service  center;  Brooklyn  nursery 
looks  after  war  workers’  children;  General  Clark 
honors  decorated  men  and  new  officers;  Quarter- 
master corps  has  mammoth  job  in  Italy. 
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REM  DIGEST 

AND  PICTURE  GUIDE  INDEX 


An  interpretative  analysis  of  opinions  deduced  from  the  language  of  lay  and  trade  press  reviews.  The  plus 
and  minus  signs  indicate  the  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review. 
This  department  serves  also  as  an  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  to  feature  releases.  Numeral  preceding  title 
is  Picture  Guide  Review  page  number.  In  parenthesis  after  title  is  running  time.  Date  following  distributor  is 
BOXOFFICE  review  date.  Listings  cover  current  reviews.  It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  regularly.  The 
meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  their  combinations  is  as  follows: 

44  Very  Good;  + Good;  ± Fair;  qp  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 

In  the  summary  44  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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549  Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (80)  UA.  . 7-22-44 

+ 

3+3 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  1- 

509  Action  in  Arabia  (75)  RKO 2-19-44 

3+3 

+ 

+ 

+ 

-+- 

3+3 

7+  4- 

526  Address  Unknown  (72)  Col 4-22-44 

+ 

3+3 

^3 

+ 

H1 

+ 

6+  3- 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  (..)  Mono 

3+3 

Hh 

-t- 

±; 

4+  4— 

530  Adventures  of  Mark  Twain  (130)  WB  5-  6-44 

44 

+ 

44 

-H- 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 

573  Alaska  (76)  Mono 10-14-44 

3+3 

+ 

+ 

3+3 

5+  3— 

499  Ali  Baba  and  40  Thieves  (87)  Univ  1-15-44 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

9+ 

529  Allergic  to  Love  (65)  Univ....t.  6 6-44 

FF 

3+3 

3+3 

+ 

+ 

^3 

6+  4- 

545  Amazing  Mr.  Forrest  (71)  PRC....  7-  1-44 

3+3 

=F 

+ 

=F 

5+  4- 

546  American  Romance,  An  (122)  MGM.  7-  1-44 

2+ 

44 

44 

-H- 

+ 

+ 

9+  1- 

575  And  Now  Tomorrow  (85)  Para 10-21-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

8+ 

527  And  the  Angels  Sing  (96)  Para....  4-29-44 

+ 

+ 

3+3 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  2- 

521  Andy  Hardy's  Blonde  Trouble  (107) 

MGM  4-  8-44 

+ 

-+ 

2+ 

3+3 

+ 

44 

3+3 

8+  4- 

544  Are  These  Our  Parents?  (73)  Mono  6-24-44 

^F 

Hr 

H1 

-H- 

+ 

— 

+ 

7+  4- 

524  Arizona  Whirlwind  (59)  Mono 4-15-44 

+ 

3+3 

4+  3- 

589  Army  Wives  (69)  Mono 12-16-44 

-4- 

2+ 

FF 

H1 

H1 

±2 

6+  6- 

562  Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (118)  WB 8-  2-44 

+ 

-H- 

-H- 

44 

44 

+ 

10+ 

555  Atlantic  City  (85)  Rep 8-12-44 

+ 

+ 

3+3 

+ 

+ 

-4- 

6+  2- 

542  Attack  (80)  RKO 6-17-44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

9+ 

B 

572  Babes  on  Swing  Street  (70)  Univ.  . 9-30-44 


553  Barbary  Coast  Gent  (87)  MGM 8-  5-44 

528  Bathing  Beauty  (101)  MGM 6-  3-44 

586  Belle  of  the  Yukon  (84)  RICO 12-  2-44 

540  Beneath  Western  Skies  (56)  Rep..  6-10-44 
527  Bermuda  Mystery  (65)  20-Fox 4-29-44 

Between  Two  Women  (..)  MGM 

531  Between  Two  Worlds  (112)  WB...  5-13-44 

568  Big  Noise,  The  (74)  20-Fox 9-23-44 

565  Black  Magic  (64)  Mono 9-  9-44 

Black  Parachute,  The  (65)  Col 

523  Blazing  Frontier  (59)  PRC 4-15-44 

557  Block  Busters  (60)  Mono 8-19-44 

586  Blonde  Fever  (70)  MGM 12-  2-44 

578  Bluebeard  (73)  PRC 10-28-44 

Bordertown  Trail  (56)  Rep 

569  Boss  of  Rawhide  (59)  PRC 9-23-44 

Bowery  Champs  (62)  Mono 

578  Bowery  to  Broadway  (94)  Unix.  . . .10-28-44 

Brand  of  the  Devil  (57)  PRC 

577  Brazil  (91)  Rep 10-28-44 

552  Bride  by  Mistake  (81)  RICO 7-29-44 

507  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey  (107)  UA..  2-12-44 

500  Broadway  Rhythm  (115)  MGM 1-15-44 

515  Buffalo  Bill  (99)  20-Fox 3-18-44 

C 

518  California  Joe  (55)  Rep 3-25-44 

364  Call  of  the  Jungle  (60)  Mono 9-  2-44 

Call  of  the  Rockies  (56)  Rep 

Call  of  the  South  Seas  (59)  Rep 

538 Candlelight  in  Algeria  (85  ) 20-Fox.  6-  3-44 

589  Can’t  Help  Singing  (89)  Univ 12-16-44 

538  Canterville  Ghost.  The  (95)  MGM..  6-  3-44 

496  Canyon  City  (55)  Rep 1-  1-44 

571  Carolina  Blues  (81)  Col 9-30-44 

554  Casanova  Brown  (92)  RKO 8-  5-44 

505  Casanova  in  Burlesque  (74)  Rep...  2-  5-44 

501  Cattle  Stampede  (58)  PRC 1-22-44 

523  Charlie  Chan  and  the  Chinese 

Cat  (64'/2)  Mono 4-15-44 

502  Charlie  Chan  in  Secret  Service 

(64)  Mono  1-22-44 

Cheyenne  Wildcat  (56)  Rep 

510  Chip  Off  the  Old  Block  (79)  Univ.  2-19-44 

542  Christmas  Holiday  (93)  Univ 6-17-44 

571  Climax,  The  (86)  Univ 9-30-44 

527  Coastal  Command  (60)  RKO 4-29-44 

530  Cobra  Woman  (70)  Univ 5-  6-44 

Code  of  the  Prairie  (56)  Rep 

574  Conspirators,  The  (101)  WB 10-14-44 

531  Contender,  The  (66)  PRC 5-13-44 

514  Cover  Girl  (107)  Col 3-11-44 


522  Cowboy  and  the  Senorita  (78)  Rep.  4-  8-44 
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506  Cowboy  in  the  Clouds  (55)  Col...  2-  5-44  ± 

Cowboy  From  Lonesome  River  (55)  Col 

Crazy  Nights  (..)  Mono 

553  Crime  by  Night  (72)  WB 8-  5-44  ± 

560  Cry  of  the  Werewolf  (63)  Col 8-26-44  ± 

510  Curse  of  the  Cat  People  (70)  RKO  2-19-44  + 
583  Cyclone  Prairie  Rangers  (56)  Col ..  11-18-44  ± 


± ± 2:  5+  5- 

± 1+  1- 
1+  1- 

± ± 6+6- 

± 4=  T 7+7- 

fl-  4+  ± 8+4— 

— ± 2+3- 


D 

594  Dancing  in  Manhattan  (60)  Col ....  12-30-44 
557  Dangerous  Journey  (73)  20-Fox....  8-19-44 

591  Dangerous  Passage  (61)  Para 12-23-44 

566  Dark  Mountain  (56)  Para 9-  9-44 

583  Dark  Waters  (89)  UA 11-18-44 

526  Days  of  Glory  (86)  RKO 4-22-44 

569  Dead  Man's  Eyes  (64)  Univ 9-23-44 

500  Death  Rides  the  Plains  (55)  PRC..  1-15-44 

505  Death  Valley  Rangers  (59)  Mono. . 2-  5-44 

547  Delinquent  Daughters  (72)  PRC....  7-15-44 

587  Destiny  (65)  Univ 12-  9-44 

520  Detective  Kitty  O’Day  (61)  Mono..  4-  1-44 
507  Devil  Riders  (58)  PRC 2-12-44 

548  Dixie  Jamboree  (72)  PRC 7-15-44 

592  Double  Exposure  (63)  Para 12-23-44 

528  Double  Indemnity  (106)  Para 4-29-44 

561  Doughgirls,  The  (102)  WB 9-  2-44 

550  Dragon  Seed  (145)  MGM 7-22-44 

540  Drifter,  The  (60)  PRC 610-44 


E 

End  of  the  Road  (51)  Rep 

561  Enemy  of  Women  (86)  Mono 9-  2-44 

585  Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (72)  Univ.... 12-  2-44 

506  Escape  to  Danger  (84)  RKO 2-  5-44 

534  Eve  of  St.  Mark,  The  (96  ) 20-Fox  5-20-44 

567  Ever  Since  Venus  (74)  Col 9-23-44 

587  Experiment  Perilous  (91)  RKO 12-9-44 

F 

578  Faces  in  the  Fog  (71)  Rep 10-28-44 

588  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (67)  RKO  • . . 12-  9-44 

554  Falcon  in  Mexico  (70)  RKO 8-  5-44 

514  Falcon  Out  West,  The  (64)  RKO..  3-11-44 

502  Fighting  SeaBees,  The  (100)  Rep..  1-22-44 

Fighting  Lady,  The  (61)  20-Fox 

495  Fighting  Valley  (60)  PRC..._ 1-  1-44 

Firebrands  of  Arizona  (..)  Rep 

520  Follow  tho  Boys  (109)  Univ 4-  1-44 

544  Follow  tho  Leader  (65)  Mono 624-44 

549  Forty  Thieves  (60)  UA 7-22-44 

516  Four  Jills  in  a Jeep  (89)  20-Fox..  3-18-44 

568  Frenchman’s  Creek  (110)  Para....  9-23-44 

564  Frontier  Outlaws  (58)  PRC 9-  2-44 

Fuzzy  Settles  Down  (57)  PRC 

G 

528  Gambler's  Choice  (66)  Para 4-29-44 

570  Gangsters  of  the  Frontier  (56)  PRC.  9-23-44 

532  Gaslight  (114)  MGM  613-44 

591  Gentle  Annie  (80)  MGM 12-23-44 

540  Ghost  Catchers  (68)  Univ 610-44 


Ghost  Guns  (60)  Mono 

544  Gildersleeve  Sees  Ghost  (63)  RKO..  6-22-44 


Girl  in  the  Case,  The  (64)  Col 

Girl  Who  Dared,  The  (56)  Rep 

577  Girl  Rush  (65)  RKO 10-28-44 

511  Going  My  Way  (125)  Para 6 4-44 

571  Goin’  to  Town  (69)  RKO 9-30-44 

539  Goodnight,  Sweetheart  (67)  Rep...  6-10-44 

536  Goyescas  (110)  R-KO 627-44 

566  Great  Mike,  The  (73)  PRC 9-  9-44 

541  Great  Moment,  The  (83)  Para 6-17-44 

555  Greenwich  Village  (82)  20-Fox....  8-12-44 
589  Guest  in  the  House  (120)  UA 12-16-44 
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+1  Very  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  =+=  Mediocre;  — Poor;  - Very  Poor, 


In  the  summary  tt  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


i 


547  Gunsmoke  Mesa  (59)  PRC 7-15-44 

496  Guy  Named  Joe,  A (120)  MGM....  1-  1-44 

556  Gypsy  Wildcat  (86)  Univ 8-12-44 

H 

541  Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (101) 

Para  6-17-44 

533  Hairy  Ape.  The  (91)  UA 5-20-44 

513  Hat  Check  Honey  (68)  Univ 3-11-44 

498  Heat’s  On,  The  (79)  Col 1-  8-44 

498  Heavenly  Body,  The  (95)  MGM....  1-  8-44 
551  Heavenly  Days  (72)  RKO 7-29-44 

497  Henry  Aldrich,  Boy  Scout  (66)  Para  1-  8-44 
527  Henry  Aldrich  Plays  Cupid  (65)  Para  4-29-44 

542  Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret 

(74)  Para  6-17-44 

521  Her  Primitive  Man  (79)  Univ 4-  8-44 

591  Here  Come  the  WAVES  (99)  Para.  .12-23-44 

Hey,  Rookie  (77)  Col 

594  Hi  Beautiful  (64)  Univ 12-30-44 

516  Hi  Good-Lookin’  (62)  Univ 3-18-44 

Hidden  Valley  Outlaws  (56)  Rep 

525  Hitler  Gang,  The  (100)  Para 4-22-44 

588  Hollywood  Canteen  (124)  WB 12-  9-44 

536  Home  ip  Indiana  (103)  20-Fox....  5-27-44 

513  Hot  Rhythm  (79)  Mono 3-11-44 

511  Hour  Before  the  Dawn  (75)  Para.  . 3-  4-44 
593  House  of  Frankenstein  (70)  Univ.  .12-30-44 

I 

577  1 Accuse  My  Parents  (68)  PRC 10-28-44 

539  I Love  a Soldier  (104)  Para 6-10-44 

592  I’ll  Be  Seeing  You  (86)  UA 12-23-44 

579  I’m  From  Arkansas  (70)  PRC 10-28-44 

559  Impatient  Years,  The  (91)  Col 8-26-44 

508  Impostor,  The  (94)  Univ 2-12-44 

504  In  Our  Time  (110)  WB 2-  5-44 

558  In  Society  (74)  Univ 8-19-44 

567  In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (72  ) 20-Fox  9-23-44 
573  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (90)  20-Fox  10-14-44 

537  Invisible  Man's  Revenge,  The 

(78)  Univ  6-  3-44 

518  It  Happened  Tomorrow  (85)  UA...  3-25-44 

I 

550  Jam  Session  (77)  Col 7-22-44 

522  Jamboree  (71)  Rep  4-  8-44 

503  Jane  Eyre  (96)  20-Fox  2-  5-44 

551  Janie  (102)  WB 7-29-44 

533  Johnny  Doesn't  Live  Here 

Any  More  (79)  Mono 5-20-44 

535  Jungle  Woman  (67)  Univ 5-27-44 

K 

Kansas  City  Kitty  (72)  Col 

592  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (137)  20- Fox.  12-30-44 


560  Kismet  (100)  MGM 8-26-44 

511  Knickerbocker  Holiday  (86)  UA....  3-  4-44 

L 

517  Ladies  Courageous  (88)  Univ 3-25-44 

533  Ladies  of  Washington  (61)  20-Fox..  5-20-44 

519  Lady  and  the  Monster  (86)  Rep....  4-  1-44 

520  Lady  in  Death  House  (58)  PRC 4-  1-44 

507  Lady  in  the  Dark  (100)  Para 2-12-44 

504  Lady,  Let's  Dance  (84)  Mono 2-  5-44 


593  Lake  Placid  Serenade  (85)  Rep.  ..  12-30-44 

Land  of  the  Outlaws  (56)  Mono 

Laramie  Trail,  The  (56)  Rep 

Last  Horseman,  The  (54)  Col 


567  Last  Ride,  The  (56)  WB 9-23-44 

576  Laura  (88)  20-Fox  10-21-44 

546  Law  Men  (55)  Mono 7-  1-44 

548  Law  of  the  Saddle  (59)  PRC 7-15-44 

Law  of  the  Valley  (59)  Mono 

569  Leave  It  to  the  Irish  (61)  Mono...  9-23-44 
581  Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (78)  Rep.  .11-11-44 

501  Lifeboat  (96)  20-Fox 1-22-44 

498  Lodger,  The  (S3)  20-Fox 1-  8-44 

561  Lost  in  a Harem  (89)  MGM 9-  2-44 

549  Louisiana  Hayride  (67)  Col 7-22-44 

521  Lumberjack  (64)  UA 4-  8-44 

M 

558  Machine  Gun  Mama  (67)  PRC 8-19-44 
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551  Mademoiselle  Fifi  (69)  RKO 7-29-44 

585  Main  Street  After  Dark  (57)  MGM. 12-  2-44 

555  MaisieSGoes  to  Reno  (90)  MGM 8-12-44 

534  Make  Your  Own  Bed  (82)  WB 5-20-44 

532  Man  From  Frisco  (91)  Rep 5-13-44 

578  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street,  The 

(92)  Para  10-28-44 

543  Marine  Raiders  (91)  RKO 6-24-44 

574  Mark  of  the  Whistler,  The 

(61)  Col  10-14-44 

580  Marked  Trails  (59)  Mono 10-28-44 

556  Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (117) 

MGM  8-12-44 

Marshal  of  Reno  (56)  Rep 

540  Mask  of  Dimitrios,  The  (95)  WB..  6-10-44 

567  Master  Race,  The  (96)  RKO 9-23-44 

582  Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (111)  MGM . .11-11-44 

575  Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (68)  Col.  .10-21-44 

522  Meet  the  People  (100)  MGM 4-  8-44 

Men  of  the  Sea  (50)  PRC 

506  Men  on  Her  Mind  (70)  PRC) 2-  5-44 

559  Merry  Monahans,  The  (90)  Univ. . . 8-26-44 

511  Million  Dollar  Kid  (65)  Mono. ...  3-  4-44 

543  Minstrel  Man  (69)  PRC 6-24-44 

576  Ministry  of  Fear  (84)  Para 10-21-44 

499  Miracle  of  Morgan’s  Creek 

(99)  Para  1-15-44 

584  Missing  Juror,  The  (66)  Col 11-18-44 

Mojave  Firebrand  (55)  Rep 

519  Monster  Maker,  The  (65)  PRC 4-  1-44 

524  Moon  Over  Las  Vegas  (69)  Univ...  4-15-44 
559  Moonlight  and  Cactus  (60)  Univ....  8-26-44 

536  Mr.  Skeffington  (127)  WB 5-27-44 

547  Mr.  Winkle  Goes  to  War  (80)  Col.  7-15-44 

568  Mrs.  Parkington  (124)  MGM  (61).  9-23-44 

Mummy’s  Curse,  The  (..)  Univ 

531  Mummy's  Ghost.  The  (61)  Univ 5-13-44 

583  Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (61)  Univ.  11-18-44 

588  Murder,  My  Sweet  (95)  RKO 12-  9-44 

590  Music  for  Millions  (119)  MGM. ..  .12-16-44 

552  Music  in  Manhattan  (81)  RKO....  7-29-44 

515  My  Best  Gal  (67)  Rep 3-18-44 

576  My  Buddy  (69)  Rep 10-21-44 

586  My  Gal  Loves  Music  (63)  Univ 12-  2-44 

568  My  Pal  Wolf  (75)  RKO 9-23-44 

543  Mystery  Man  (58)  UA 6-24-44 

N 

514  Nabonga  (75)  PRC 3-11-44 

565  National  Barn  Dance  (76)  Para.  ...  9-  9-44 
590  National  Velvet  (124)  MGM 12-16-44 

512  Navy  Way,  The  (75)  Para 3-  4-44 

590  Nevada  (62)  RKO 12-16-44 

594  Night  Club  Girl  (60)  Univ 12-30-44 

538  Night  of  Adventure,  A (65)  RKO..  6-  3-44 

No  Place  for  a Lady  (66)  Col 

572  Nona  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (113)  RKO  9-30-44 

502  None  Shall  Escape  (85)  Col 1-22-44 

585  Nothing  But  Trouble  (69)  MGM 12-  2-44 

o 

558  Oh.  What  a Night  (71)  Mono 8-19-44 

Oklahoma  Raiders  (57)  Univ 

Old  Chisholm  Trail  (60)  Univ 

525  Once  Upon  a Time  (89)  Col 4-22-44 

577  One  Body  Too  Many  (76)  Para 10-28-44 

One  Mysterious  Night  (61)  Col 

562  Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(81)  Para  9-  2-44 

537  Outlaw  Trail  (53)  Mono 6-  3-44 

555  Outlaws  of  Santa  Fe  (56)  Rep 8-12-44 

496  Overland  Mail  Robbery  (56)  Rep..  1-  1-44 

P 

530  Pardon  My  Rhythm  (94)  Univ 5-  6-44 

531  Partners  of  the  Trail  (55)  Mono.  . . . 5-13-44 

509  Passage  to  Marseille  (109)  WB....  2-19-44 
505  Passport  to  Destiny  (64)  RKO  ...  2-  5-44 
561  Pearl  of  Death,  The  (69)  Univ 9-  2-44 

503  Phantom  Lady  (87)  Univ 2-  5-44 

525  Pin-Up  Girl  (83)  20-Fox 4-22-44 

Pinto  Bandit,  The  (56)  PRC 

545  Port  of  Forty  Thieves  (58)  Rep....  7-  1-44 
592  Practically  Yours  (90)  Para 12-23-44 
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++  Very  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 


In  the  summary  44  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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512  Pride  of  the  Plains  (56)  Rep 3-  4-44 

576  Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The 

(94)  RKO  10-21-44 

407  Prison  Mutiny  (60)  Mono 2-13-43 

512  Purple  Heart.  The  (99)  20 


B 


532  Raiders  of  Red  Gap  (59)  PRC 5-13 

510  Raiders  of  the  Border  (52) 

565  Rainhow  Island  (97)  Para. . 

563  Range  Law  (57)  Mono 9-2 

504  Rationing  (93)  MGM 

566  Reckless  Age  (63)  Univ 

548  Return  of  the  Ape  Man  (69)  Mono 
499  Riders  of  the  Deadline  (70)  UA... 

Riders  of  Santa  Fa  (63)  Unit 

579  Riding  West  (58)  Col 

535  Roger  Touhy,  Gangster  (65  ) 20-Fa 

519  Rosie  the  Riveter  (75)  Rep 

581  Rustler's  Hideout  (62)  PRC 


593  Saddle  Leather  Law  (55)  Col 12-30-44 

San  Antonio  Kid,  The  (56)  Rep 
566  San  Diego,  I Love  You  (83)  Univ...  9-  9-44 

562  San  Fernando  Valley  (74)  Rep 9-  2-44 

Saratoga  Trunk  (..)  WB 

529  Scarlet  Claw,  The  (74)  Univ 5-  6-44 

537  Secret  Command  (82)  Col 6-  3-44 

543  Secrets  of  Scotland  Yard  (68)  Rep..  6-24-44 
510  See  Here,  Pvt.  Hargrove  (100)  MGM  2-19-44 

544  Sensations  of  1945  (86)  UA 6-24-44 

584  Sergeant  Mike  (60)  Col 11-18-44 

525  Seven  Days  Ashore  (74)  RKO 4-22-44 

557  Seven  Doors  to  Death  (62)  PRC....  8-19-44 

552  Seventh  Cross,  The  (112)  MGM 7-29-44 

575  Shadow  of  Suspicion  (68)  Mono.  ..  .10-21-44 
575  Shadows  in  the  Night  (67)  Col 10-21-44 

545  Shake  Hands  With  Murder 

(63)  PRC  7-  1-44 

551  She’s  a Soldier  Too  (67)  Col 7-29-44 

587  She's  a Sweetheart  (69)  Col 12-  9-44 

Sheriff  of  Sundown  (65)  Rep 

515  Shine  On  Harvest  Moon  (112)  ,WB. . 3-18-44 

526  Show  Business  (92)  RKO 4-22-44 

560  Sign  of  the  Cross  (118)  Para 8-26-44 

Silent  Partner  (55)  Rep 

Silver  City  Kid  (55)  Rep 

552  Since  You  Went  Away  (174)  UA.  . 7-29-44 

558  Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (70)  Rep 8-19-44 

570  Singing  Sheriff,  The  (62)  Univ 9-23-44 

528  Slightly  Terrific  (58)  Univ 4-29-44 

516  Snow  White  and  the  Seven 

Dwarfs  (83)  RKO 3-18-44 

582  Something  for  the  Boys  (87  ) 20-Fax  11-11-44 

542  Song  of  Nevada  (75)  Rep 6-17-44 

497  Song  of  Russia  (107)  MGM 1-  8-44 

529  Song  of  the  Open  Road  (93)  UA..  5-  6-44 

Song  to  Remember,  A ( . . ) Col 

564  Sonora  Stagecoach  (51)  Mono 9-  2-44 

S59Soul  of  a Monster,  The  (61)  Col....  8-26-44 
536  South  of  Dixie  (61)  Univ 5-27-44 

500  Spider  Woman  (62)  Unit 1-15-44 

Stagecoach  to  Monterey  (55)  Rep 

497  Standing  Room  Only  (83)  Para 1-  8-44 

Stars  on  Parade  (106)  Col 

545  Step  Lively  (88)  RKO 7-  1-44 

562  Storm  Over  Lisbon  (66)  Rep 9-  2-44 

526  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell  (136)  Para..  4-22-44 

573  Strange  Affair  (78)  Col 10-14-44 

Strangers  in  the  Night  (56)  Rep 

308  Sullivans,  The  (111)  20-Fox 2-12-44 

S35  Summer  Storm  (106)  UA 5-27-44 

588  Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier 

(86)  20-Fox  12-  9-44 

553  Sundown  Valley  (55)  Col 8-  5-44 

594  Suspect,  The  (85)  Univ 12-30-44 

502  Suspected  Person  (78)  PRC 1-22-44 

554  Sweet  and  Lowdown  (75)  20-Fox...  8-  5-44 

514  Sweethearts  of  U.S.A.  (59)  Mono..  3-11-44 
582  Swing  Hostess  (76)  PRC 11-11-44 

501  Swingtime  Johnny  (60)  Univ 1-22-44 
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584  Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(138)  MGM  11-18-44 

530  This  Is  the  Life  (87)  Univ 5-  6-44 

590  Three  Caballeros,  The  (72)  RKO. . .12-16-44 

585  Three  Is  a Family  (81)  UA 

554  Three  Little  Sisters  (69)  Rep 8-  5-44 

529 Three  Men  in  White  (85)  MGM....  5-  6-44 
563  Three  of  a Kind  (67)  Mono 

496  Three  Russian  Girls  (60)  UA 1-  1-44 

572  Thundering  Gun  Stingers  (60)  PRC.  9-30-44 
565  Till  We  Meet  Again  (88)  Para....  9-  9-44 
500  Timber  Queen  (66)  Para.... 

581  Together  Again  (99)  Col 11-11-44 

574  To  Have  and  Have  Not  (102)  WB.. 10-14-44 

591  Tomorrow  the  World  (87)  UA 12-30-44 

581  Town  Went  Wild.  The  (79)  PRC. . .11-11-44 
520  Trail  of  Terror  (63)  PRC 4-  1-44 

Trigger  Law  (54)  Mono.... 

522Trocadeo  (74)  Rep 4-  8-44 

538  Tucson  Raiders  (55)  Rep 6-  3-44 

515  Tunisian  Victory  (76)  MGM 3-18-44 

539 Twilight  on  the  Prairie  (62)  Unto..  6-10-44 
528  Two  Girls  and  a Sailor 

(124)  MGM  +29-44 

Two-Man  Submarine  (62)  Cot 


549  U-Boat  Prisoner  (65)  C«l 7-22-44 

503  Uncen sored  (83)  20-Fox  2-  5-44 

523  Uncertain  Glory  (102)  WB +15-44 

556  Underground  Guerrillas  (82)  Col.. 

498  Uninvited,  The  (98)  Para 1-  8-44 

468  Unknown  Guest,  The  (64)  Mono...  9-  +43 
582  Unwritten  Code,  The  (61)  C 

508  Up  in  Arms  (106)  RKO 2-12-44 

517  Up  in  Mabel’s  Room  (76)  UA. 

Utah  Kid,  The  (. .)  Mono 


563  Valley  of  Vengeance  (56)  PRC 

573  Very  Thought  of  You,  The 


Vigilantes  of  Dodge  City  (55)  Rep. 


509  Voodoo  Man  (62) 


w 

534  Waterfront  (66)  PRC 

553  WAVE,  a Wac,  a Marine,  A (70) 

Mono  

504  Weekend  Pass  (63)  Univ 


580  West  of  Rio  Grande  (57) 
West  of  Texas  (..)  PRC.. 


495  What  a Man  (66'/2)  Mono 

557  When  Strangers  Marry  (67)  Mono.. 
570  When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again 

(74)  PRC  


556  Wilson  (158)  20-Fox 

550  Wing  and  a Prayer  (97).  20-Fox 

586  Winged  Victory  (130)  20-Fox..., 
Wolves  of  the  Range  (60)  PRC... 
574  Woman  in  the  Window,  The 

(99)  RKO  

Wyoming  Hurricane  (58)  Col 


524  Yellow  Canary  (83)  RKO 

534  Yellow  Rose  of  Texas  (69)  Rep... 

512  You  Can’t  Ration  Love  (79)  Para. 

546  Youth  Runs  Wild  (67)  RKO 7-  1-44 
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BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser  " Jan.  6,  1945 


The  Industry’s  Market  Place  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment , Theatres , Service 


CLEARMG  HOUSE 


• Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 

PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steel 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
lighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCK1 
<S  SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis. 


SOLID  PLASTIC  FLEXIBLE  MATTING,  sheets 
291/2"  x 62",  9/64"  thick,  $8.95;  Automaticket  ma- 
chines, OPA  ceiling  prices;  Aluminum  reels,  $3.19; 
Flashlights,  $1.29;  Rechargeable  batteries,  $2.20; 
Flameproofed  screen  masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone 
washable  soundscreens,  30'/2C  ft.;  Steel  core  curtain 
cable,  5/16",  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
New  York  18. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  bearing,  $150— Simplex  double  bearing,  $200 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300— PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up — 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each— 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


HOLMES  35mm  PORTABLE  PROJECTORS  with  am- 
plifier and  speaker,  complete.  Also  stereopticons, 
record  player,  rewind,  speaker  cable  and  power 
cable,  washed  air  unit,  150  seats.  All  in  very  good 
condition,  and  operating  now.  PLAZA  THEATRE, 
Provo,  S.  D. 


TWO  BALLANTYNE  SOUND  HEADS,  complete,  $75. 
Also  complete  booth  equipment,  $750.  COZY  THE- 
ATRE, Gravette,  Ark. 

MOTIOGRAPH  PROJECTORS,  sound  heads,  lamps, 
new  amplifier,  speaker,  rectifiers,  bases,  cabinet, 
magazines,  rewind,  operating — $2,250.  Also  rebuilt 
Simplexes  (rear)  new  movements,  generator,  Peer- 
less lamps,  Goodall  soundheads,  new  Operadio  am- 
plifier, bases,  magazines,  drives.  Complete  $2,250. 
Will  finance  either.  D.  F.  McCrosky,  1515  S.  Gary 
Place,  Tulsa,  Okla. 


FOR  SALE:  Two  Powers  6-E  projectors;  complete, 
in  perfect  shape;  heavy  duty  gates  and  $65  worth 
of  new  spare  parts.  $400  cash  takes  it  all.  E.  S. 
Sutter,  Castle  Theatre,  1500  East  12th,  Kansas  City 
6,  Mo. 


PEERLESS  MAGNARC  MOTOR  REBUILT,  $39.50; 
Brandt  coin  changers,  cashier  delivery,  $75;  side 
delivery,  $95;  Motiograph  mechanisms,  $95;  Amplion 
intercommunicating  phones,  $11.95  pair;  Stereopti- 
cons with  500W  lamp,  $19.95;  Forest  triple  30  amp 
rectifier,  $197.50;  low  intensity  arclamps,  $75;  com- 
plete sound-projection  outfits  available.  Ready  for 
showing,  from  $875.  Send  for  winter  bulletin. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


SLIGHTLY  USED — Advance  cabinet  popcorn  ma- 
chine. Profit  model.  LEO  COLVIN,  Fionda,  Iowa. 


ONE  3 U 46C  WESTERN  ELECTRIC  SOUND  SYS- 
TEM, modernized  for  mirrophonic  reproduction;  Two 
Powers  projectors,  complete;  Two  Simplex  heads, 
rear  shutters,  complete;  Two  Preddy  reflecting  arc 
lamps;  Two  Motiograph  reflecting  arc  lamps;  Two 
50  volt,  35  ampere  motor  generators  with  control 
panels.  All  equipment  in  Denver  warehouses.  Ad- 
dress GIBRALTAR  ENTERPRISES,  INC.,  810  Fourteenth 
St.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


SOUND  PORTABLES,  preferably  late  16mm  and 
35mm.  Highest  prices  paid.  B-2101,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


PIPE  ORGANS  WANTED — Cash  in  on  your  organs 
now.  After  the  war  they  will  bring  only  junk  prices. 
Write  details  immediately  to:  CESANDER,  Strand- 
burg,  S.  D. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 


BIG  SPRING  CATALOG  35mm  Roadshow  attrac- 
tions. Sex  Pictures,  Westerns,  Gangsters  and  Horror 
pictures.  New  prints,  low  prices.  Sold  outright.  Any 
type  of  picture  you  want.  Write  today  to  BUSSA 
FILM  EXCHANGE,  Friendship,  Ohio. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


THEATRE  OR  ENTIRE  BUILDING.  750  seats,  store 
and  apartments,  well  paying,  on  N.  W.  side  Chi- 
cago. Fully  equipped.  Possession  May  1.  Strictly 
confidential.  Address  BOXOFFICE,  332  S.  Michigan 
Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


TWO  THEATRES  FOR  SALE — Good  Kentucky  towns, 
Russell  and  Raceland,  Kentucky.  Close  to  large 
industries.  Both  equipment  and  buildings,  price 
$20,000.  BOX  674,  Russell,  Ky. 


MOTION  PICTURE  THEATRE  UNDER  CONSTRUC- 
TION. Will  seat  600.  Unusual  opportunity.  Can  help 
finance.  Details  by  appointment  only.  ALBERT  L. 
SKLAR,  Atty.,  American  Bldg.,  Baltimore  2,  Md. 


500  SEAT  THEATRE  FOR  SALE,  Florida,  Well  es- 
tablished. Year  round.  Ideally  located.  B-2107,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANTED:  Small  town  theatre  up  to  5,000  popula- 
tion; Texas  or  Arkansas.  All  replies  confidential. 
BUDDY  HARRIS,  2029Vz  Jackson,  Dallas  1,  Texas. 


WILL  BUY  THEATRE  in  town  of  1,200  or  larger. 
Must  stand  investigation.  Prefer  midwest  state. 
B-2098,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  RENT  THEATRE,  large  or 
small  town.  JOHN  FLAHERTY,  Danville,  111. 


Buy  or  lease  theatres  in  California.  B-2099,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  LEASE  THEATRE  central  or 
northern  Indiana  or  Illinois.  1,500  to  5,000  town. 
Confidential.  Write  B-2102,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  RENT  theatre  in  northwest- 
ern town.  Write  4102  VICTORY,  Apt.  2342,  Portland 
17,  Ore. 


TO  LEASE  OR  BUY  SMALL  THEATRE  in  medium 
size  town.  Middle  west  preferred  but  not  absolutely 
necessary.  O.  H.  HOCHREIN,  2410  Jefferson  St., 
Duluth,  Minn. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


THEATRE  CHAIRS:  Several  lots  available,  500  five- 
ply  veneer  backs,  7/16ths  inch  new  cast  iron 
standards,  padded  upholstered  seats,  no  springs,  for 
one-inch  slope  floor;  $6.50  each,  FOB  Chicago.  One 
lot  300  used  panel  recovered  upholstered  chairs,  new 
padded  upholstery;  new  wood  standards  with  cast 
iron  hinges,  $6  each,  FOB  Chicago.  CHICAGO  USED 
CHAIR  MART,  844  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 


FOR  SALE — New  veneer  seat  backs  and  bottoms. 
Made  by  Ideal  Seating  Co.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
550,  No.  2W  Ideal  7 ply  %"  walnut  finish  backs, 
17"x20",  95c  ea.  550,  No.  1 Ideal  5 ply  7/16"  walnut 
finish  bottoms,  13l/2"xl5",  60c  ea.  Prices  F.O.B., 
STANDARD  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  Greensboro, 
N.  C. 


900  REBUILT  STURDY  IRWIN  CHAIRS,  reuphol- 
stered heavy  cloverleaf  panel  backs  and  box  spring 
cushions,  $7.50;  565  late  American  chairs,  recently 
reupholstered,  prewar  quality  leatherette  seven  ply 
panel  backs  and  box  spring  cushions,  $7.50;  700 
American  veneer  chairs,  three  ply  backs  and  seats, 
reconditioned,  $4.50.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


4,000  REBUILT  SOFT  BOX  SPRING  CUSHIONS,  nine 
springs  each,  newly  upholstered  with  dark  green 
army  specification  plastic  coated  leatherette.  Lasts 
for  many  years.  Interchangeable  with  any  seat, 
$1.75;  wih  metal  bottom  board,  $2.00;  green  plastic 
material,  cut  to  fit  any  size  seat,  50c.  Give  seat 
size  when  ordering.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
New  York  18. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


SOUNDMAN'S  COMPLETE  TESTING  OUTFITS,  just 
released,  $28.40;  two-way  speaker  systems  consist- 
ing 12"  PM  Woofer,  PM  Tweeter,  low  and  high  fre- 
quency horns,  crossover  network,  $125;  RCA  30W 
public  address  amplifiers,  $95;  late  RCA  sound,  army 
surplus.  Send  for  list.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


HELP  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  for  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  for  the 
riaht  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 

WANTED:  RELIABLE,  EXPERIENCED  OPERATOR. 

Permanent  job,  excellent  working  conditions,  good 
salary.  Must  be  sober,  dependable  with  unques- 
tioned references.  Air  mail  all  particulars,  STATE 
THEATRE,  Big  Spring,  Texas. 

WANTED:  RELIABLE,  EXPERIENCED  OPERATOR. 

Permanent  job,  excellent  equipment,  good  salary. 
Must  be  sober,  dependable  with  unquestioned  ref- 
erences. Also  capable  acting  as  assistant  manager. 
B-2100,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

MANAGER  WANTED  for  small  theatre  in  Virginia 

in  the  Hampton  Road  area.  State  experience,  quali- 
fications, references  and  salary  expected.  JEWEL 
PRODUCTIONS,  Inc.,  165  W.  46th  St.,  New  York 
19,  N.Y. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


THEATRE  MANAGER:  Recently  discharged,  mar- 
ried, only  permanent  connection  with  good  future 
considered.  Guarantee  results;  thoroughly  experi- 
enced^  

THEATRE  DISPLAY  ARTIST — Fourteen  years  ex- 
perience. Draft  exempt.  Expert  mechanic,  sober.  Wire 
Ray  Muecke,  802  Dack  St.,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

THEATRE  MANAGER — Fourteen  years  experience 
buying,  booking,  advertising.  Age  38,  college  gradu- 
ate. Army  discharged.  Best  references.  B-2106,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

PROJECTOR  MECHANIC  with  wide  experience  on 
all  types  projection  equipment.  Would  like  connec- 
tion with  projector  manufacturer  on  assembly  or 
experimental  work.  B-2104,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  I,  Mo. 

PROJECTIONIST — 9 years  experience.  All  types 
equipment.  Married,  draft  exempt.  Prefer  Colorado 
or  New  Mexico.  B-2105,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt 
Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS— ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  If  you  want  the  very  best 
seasoning  for  wet  poppers,  we  have  all  you  can 
use.  Immediate  shipment.  KARMELKORN  EQUIP- 
MENT, 120  S.  Hoisted,  Chicago  6,  111. 

POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors,  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS, 1116  South  Michiaan.  Chicaao  5,  111. 

POPCORN  MACHINES  NEW  OR  SLIGHTLY  USED. 
Highest  prices  paid  for  Burch,  Manley  or  Cretor. 
B-2103,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING— Bags— Boxes— Salt— pop- 
corn machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

POPCORN— OF  QUALITY.  Can  guarantee  your 
year's  supply.  VALENTINE  TIDSWELL  & SONS, 
Greenville,  Ohio. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 

VARIRAY  GALVANOMETER,  noiseless  recording 
shutter  for  any  16mm  or  35mm  camera,  includes 
optical  system,  transformer  and  blueprints  for  mount- 
ing, $995;  complete  sound  recording  truck,  worth 
$15,000,  bargain  at  $7,975;  Askania-Debrie  type  35mm 
studio  camera,  3 lenses,  6 magazines,  motor;  Gyro 
tripod,  all  features,  worth  $3,000,  now  $975.  Send 
for  listings.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New 
York  18. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  quanties,  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  York  City. 

STAR  PHOTOS  H/zxb^/z  inches.  Real  high-class 
photos  of  any  movie  star,  $25  per  1,000.  Patrons  will 
rave  about  them.  Remit  with  order.  Free  samples. 
BRAM  STUDIO,  306  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City  18, 
N.Y. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  6,  1945 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


To-night,  before  show-time,  millions  of  feet  of  celluloid 
will  lie  lifeless  in  the  magazines  of  thousands  of  pro- 
jectors of  the  country's  leading  theatres.  It  will  be 
waiting  for  the  blaze  of  arc  lamps,  the  pulsing  of  the 
current  and  the  whir  of  the  motors  which  will  start  the 
projectors. 

A flick  of  a switch  . . . instantly  this  cold,  static  film 
strip  will  be  miraculously  injected  with  life.  The 
screen,  white  but  a moment  before,  comes  alive 
with  living,  talking  human  beings  which,  in  the  next 
hour  and  a half,  will  bring  laughter  and  tears 
to  millions  . . . will  sweep  away  for  a moment  the 
cares  of  a war-torn  world  and  transport  theatre 


audiences  into  the  magic  land  of  make  believe. 

For  you,  the  exhibitor,  whose  obligation  it  is  to  deliver 
to  your  patrons  the  finest  in  screen  entertainment,  the 
projector  is  the  very  life  force,  the  heart  beat,  of  your 
show.  For  you  there  can  be  no  second  best  . no  class 
"B"  equipment  is  good  enough. 

That  is  why,  for  over  a quarter  of  a century,  leading 
theatre  owners  the  world  over  have  chosen  Simplex 
projectors.  For  with  Simplex  in  their  booth  they  know 
that  they  are  providing  the  maximum  in  entertainment 
. . . delivering  to  their  apprecative  patrons  everything 
that  Hollywood  put  on  the  film. 


Since  the  birth  of  motion  pictures,  exhibitors  have  looked 
to  our  products  for  leadership  in  projection.  Tomorrow 
— as  yesterday  and  today  — SIMPLEX  equipment  will 
continue  to  prove  that  - BETTER  PROJECTION  PAYS!' 


J^UufpfeK-—  l\  WAR  AMD  PEACE  — THE  INTEKIVATIOMAL  PROJECTOR 
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COMPLETE  SOUND  AND  VISUAL  PROJECTION  EQUIPMENT 


INTERNATIONAL  PROJECTOR  CORPORATION 


6 REASONS 
WHY  LEO  IS 
PROUD  AS  A 
PEACOCK! 


1 "NATIONAL  VELVET"  BREAKS  9-YEAR 
’ RECORD  OF  RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL! 

M-G-M  Hit  brings  highest  week’s  gross  in  history  of  house! 

O “MEET  ME  IN  ST.  LOUIS"  IS  THE  NEW 

* ASTOR  THEATRE  CHAMP! 

Tops  all  previous  records!  Other  cities  doing  delightfully  ditto! 

3  "THIRTY  SECONDS  OVER  TOKYO"  IS 

# NATIONWIDE  SMASH  HIT! 

From  Coast-to-Coast  M-G-M’s  Great  Film  packs  them  in! 


4  "MUSIC  FOR  MILLIONS"  WINS  BROAD- 
WAY CASH  AND  CHEERS! 

Producer  of  "2  Girls  And  A Sailor"  does  it  again  at  Capitol,  N.  Y. 


5 M-G-M’s  NEW  GROUP  OF  7 OFF  TO 
A FLYING  START! 

"Music  For  Millions",  "Thin  Man  Goes  Home"  first  of  Tenth  Group! 

6 M-G-M  WINS  TOP  HONORS  IN  TRADE 
PRESS  ANNUALS! 


Exhibitors  again  vote  Leo  the  box-office  leader! 


IT’S  ANOTHER 


FRIENDLY  YEAR! 


Join  March  of  Dimes! — Jan.  25  to  31 
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JACK  L.  WARNER,  Executive  Producer 

Original  Screen  Ploy  by  Delmer  Daves  • Musical  Numbers  Created  and  Directed  by  IEROY  PRINZ 


Directed  by 

DELMER  DAVES 


17th  of  a series,  this  national  magazine  advertisement  introduces  a new  star  and 
a new  picture,  together  with  a veteran  star  and  a veteran  policy.  For  in  addition 
to  stars,  story,  stagecraft  and  so  forth,  that  policy— of  combining  good  picture- 
making with  good  citizenship  — is  a vital  ingredient  of  Warner  Bros,  productions. 


This  is  a scene  from  Warner 
Bros.’  newest  feature  picture: 
TO  HAVE  AND  HAVE  NOT, 
from  the  novel  by  Hemingway. 

It  shows  famed  screenstar 
Humphrey  Bogart  with  a girl 
named  Lauren  Bacall. 

We  believe  that,  with  the 
release  of  this  enormously 
dramatic  film,  Lauren  Bacall 
becomes  one  of  the  most  excit- 
ing discoveries  in  the  history 
of  motion  pictures. 


Commenting  on  Miss  Bacall’s 
sensational  debut,  Jack  L. 
Warner  remarked:  “Major 
credit  for  the  discovery  of  this 
new  star  belongs  to  Producer 
Howard  Hawks,  and  is  in  the 
best  tradition  of  our  Company. 

“For  Warner  Bros.,  since  its 
founding,  has  made  many  im- 
portant discoveries  — among 
them,  that  motion  pictures  may 
be  adult,  intelligent  and  mind- 
ful of  social  realities,  and  still 
be  magnificent  entertainment!” 


HUMPHREY  BOGART 

TO  HAVE  AND  HAVE  NOT 


WALTER  BRENNAN  • LAUREN  BACALL 

DOLORES  MORAN  • HOAGY  CARMICHAEL 

A HOWARD  HAWKS  PRODUCTION 

Screen  Play  by  Jules  Furtham  & William  Faulkner 


TO  HAVE  AND  HAVE  NOT 
(which  takes  up  entertainment- 
wise  where  ‘Casablanca’  left 
off!)  serves  booming  notice 
that  “ combining  good  'picture- 
making with  good  citizenship” 
is  a permanent  Warner  policy. 


WARNER  BROS. 

JACK  l.  WARNER.  EXECUTIVE  PRODUCER 


SIGN  THAT  PLEDGE  FOR  MARCH  OF  DIMES! 


THIS  PAGE  EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  EXHIBITORS 
WHO  NEVER  JOINED  THE  MARCH  OF  DIMES 


There  are  only  a few  thousands  of  you.  Fortunately,  some  11,000  theatres  with 
9,000,000  seats  have  joined  in  previous  drives. 

Why  not  enlist  in  this  1945  drive  and  get  that  swell,  tingling  feeling  from  helping 
save  the  lives  of  little  Americans — perhaps,  kids  in  your  own  town.  Maybe,  your  own  child! 

It’s  a grand  feeling.  Ask  any  of  the  11,000  exhibitors  who  were  in  the  1944 
drive  and  who  are  enlisting  again  for  ’45. 

Ask  them  whether  taking  collections  hurt  their  business,  ask  them  if  their  patrons 
didn’t  respect  and  honor  them  for  wanting  to  help  this  noble  charity.  Ask  them  what 
happened  when  the  1944  polio  epidemic  hit  their  communities. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  once  a theatre  participates  in  the  March  of  Dimes, 
it  comes  in  eagerly  year  after  year. 

It’s  easy  to  do— and  it’s  a fine,  human,  American  thing  to  do. 

No  matter  how  small  your  theatre  may  be,  even  if  you  are  not  open  seven 
days  a week — you  can  be  important  in  this  drive.  We  need  you! 


Come  on,  sign  your  name  to  this  coupon,  tear  out 
and  mail  to  suite  188,  Hotel  Astor,  N.  Y.  C. 


4 


NAME. 


THEATRE  ADDRESS. 


THE  NATIONAL  FILM  WEEKLY 

PUBLISHED  IN  EIGHT  SECTIONAL  EDITIONS 

BEN  SHLYEN 

Editor-in-Chief  and  Publisher 

JAMES  M.  JERAULD 
Editor 

IVAN  SPEAR 
Western  Editor 

RAYMOND  LEVY 
General  Manager 

Published  Every  Saturday  by 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 

Editorial  Offices:  9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  New  York  20, 
N Y.;  Raymond  Levy,  General  Manager.  James  M. 
Jerauld,  Editor.  A.  J.  Stocker,  Eastern  Representa- 
tive. Telephone  Columbus  5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372. 

Cable  address:  "BOXOFFICE,  New  York.” 

Central  Offices:  332  South ’ Michigan  Blvd.,  Chicago 
4,  111.  J.  Harry  Toler,  Editor  Modern  Theatre  Sec- 
tion. Telephone  WABash  4575. 

Western  Offices:  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood 
28,  Calif.  Ivan  Spear,  Manager.  Telephone  Gladstone 
1186. 

Publication  Offices:  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City 
1,  Mo.  Jesse  Shlyen,  Managing  Editor  (on  leave  to 
the  U.S.  Army);  A.  Jules  Benedic,  Acting  Managing 
Editor;  Morris  Schlozman,  Business  Manager.  Tele- 
phone CHestnut  7777. 

Other  Associated  Publications:  BOXOFFICE  BA- 
ROMETER, BOXOFFICE  PICTURE  GUIDE,  published 
annually.  THE  MODERN  THEATRE,  published 
monthly  as  a section  of  BOXOFFICE. 

ALBANY — 21-23  Walter  Ave.,  M.  Berrigan. 

ATLANTA— 163  Walton,  N.  W.,  P.  H.  Savin. 

BOSTON — Hotel  Statler,  Room  417,  Floyd  L.  Bell, 
Hancock  2000,  extension  244. 

BUFFALO — 20  St.  Margaret's  Court,  Jim  Schrader. 
CHARLOTTE— 216  W.  4th,  Pauline  Griffith. 

CHICAGO — 332  S.  Michigan  Blvd.,  Jonas  Perlberg, 
WABash  4575. 

CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky.,  Clara 
Hyde,  Highland  1657. 

CLEVELAND  — 2568  Overlook  Road,  Cleveland 
Heights,  Elsie  Loeb,  Fairmount  0046. 

DALLAS — 408  S.  Harwood,  V.  W.  Crisp,  Southwest- 
ern editor.  Telephone  Riverside  3553. 

DENVER — 1645  Lafayette,  J.  A.  Rose,  TA  8517. 

DES  MOINES — Register  & Tribune  Bldg.,  Russ  Schoch. 
DETROIT — 710  Film  Exchange  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves. 

Telephones  Randolph  1100;  Night,  Townsend  8-9424. 
HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor,  Gladstone  1186. 

INDIANAPOLIS — Howard  M.  Rudeaux,  Rt.  8,  Box  WO. 
KANSAS  CITY— 825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Midwest  editor  (on  leave  to  the  army).  A.  j ' es 
Benedic,  acting  Midwest  editor,  CHestnut  777/. 
MEMPHIS— 707  Spring  St.,  Null  Adams. 
MILWAUKEE— Bradley  Bldg.,  633  North  Water  St. 

James  R.  Gahagan,  BRoadway  2362. 
MINNEAPOLIS— Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 

NEW  HAVEN — 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915.  Gertrude 
Pearson,  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS— 214  S.  Liberty  St.,  John  F.  Elzey. 
NEW  YORK  CITY— 9 Rockefeller  Plaza.  Paul  Perez, 
News  Editor. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Robert  Busch,  Uptown  Theatre. 
OMAHA — Lou  Gerdes,  Omaha  World-Herald  Bldg. 
PHILADELPHIA— Philadelphia  Record  Bldg.,  Broad 
and  Wood  Sts.,  E.  J.  Hunter. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F.  Klingen- 
smith,  ATlantic  4858. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — 925  N.  W.  19th  St.,  Harold  Donner. 
ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett,  Flan- 
ders 3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Milner  Hotel,  33  W.  2nd  South 
St.,  Viola  B.  Hutton,  3-2776. 

SAN  ANTONIO— 531  North  St.,  L.  J.  B.  Ketner. 

SAN  FRANCISCO— 25  Taylor  St.,  Gail  Lipman, 
ORdway  4812-4813. 

SEATTLE — 2418  2nd  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper,  Seneca  2460. 
WASHINGTON— 1217  H St.,  N W.,  A1  Sherman, 
Executive  0715.  Filmrow:  932  New  Jersey,  N.  W., 
Sara  Young. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
HAMILTON— 20  Holton,  N„  Hugh  Millar. 
MONTREAL— 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G„  Roy  Car- 
michael, Walnut  5519. 

ST.  JOHN— 116  Prince  Edward  St.,  Wm.  J.  McNulty. 
TORONTO— 242  Milwood,  Milton  Galbraith. 
VANCOUVER— 411  Lyric  Theatre  Bldg.,  Jack  Droy. 
VICTORIA — 1330  Dallas  Road,  Gordon  MacKintosh. 
WINNIPEG— 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 
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*^_>/HERE  is  a call  for  volunteers — to  join  the  "army” 
of  11,000-strong  exhibitors  who  last  year  rounded  up  4G  mil- 
lion dimes  on  behalf  of  the  nation's  youngsters  suffering  from 
the  dread  infantile  paralysis  disease.  That  army  in  1944  en- 
abled National  Chairman  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  to  present  a 
check  for  $4,667,520  to  the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile 
Paralysis.  And  that  money  was  used  to  very  good  advantage 
— in  many  instances  in  the  nick  of  time — to  stem  the  spread 
of  the  epidemic  in  some  of  the  worst  stricken  areas,  as  well 
as  to  give  relief  to  the  suffering  victims. 

For  the  1945  drive,  which  is  to  take  place  from  January  25 
through  January  31,  it  is  desired  to  reach — and,  if  possible, 
exceed  the  collection  of  $5,000,000.  That  can  be  accomplished 
if  every  theatreman  in  the  industry  "joins  up"  and  starts  the 
dimes  to  marching  from  his  theatre.  It  will  be  a parade  that 
will  brighten  the  hearts  of  many  little  folks — and  their  parents 
and  families  as  well.  Few,  if  any,  humanitarian  causes  are 
more  worthy. 


Last  year  the  industry's  collection  represented  42.8  per 
cent  of  all  the  money  contributed  from  all  sources  to  the  fight 
on  polio.  That  is  a record  achievement  and  one  of  which 
there  is  every  right  to  be  proud.  It  is  well  to  anticipate  a 
greater  need  this  year  and,  therefore,  the  urgent  call  for  100 
per  cent  participation  by  all  of  the  theatres. 

Those  exhibitors  who  have  held  back,  due  to  a feeling 
that  cash  collections  had  a tendency  to  reduce  their  attend- 
ance, can  discard  such  fears.  To  the  contrary,  exhibitors  have 
told  us  that  their  patronage  actually  was  better  during  their 
March  of  Dimes  collections  last  year  than  at  ordinary  times. 
A vast  portion  of  the  public  is  aware  that  the  motion  picture 
theatre  is  the  only  agency  through  which  it  can  give  to  fight 
polio  without  being  conspicuous.  To  hit  an  average  of  54c  per 
seat,  as  was  the  case  in  1944,  is  good  evidence  that  much 
folding  money  is  dropped  into  the  bottles  and  baskets  as  they 
are  passed  among  audiences.  But  those  who  can  give  only 
silver  offerings  are  pleased  and  free  to  do  so. 

We  urge  those  exhibitors  who  have  not  yet  sent  in  their 
pledges — and  especially  those  who  have  not  previously  par- 
ticipated in  a March  of  Dimes  drive — to  enlist  at  once.  Each 
theatre  added  to  the  honor  rolls  of  Fighters  Against  Polio  adds 
so  many  more  dimes  to  help  in  this  great  work.  So  join  up 
now.  It  will  do  your  heart  good! 

+ * 

A Time  for  Ingenuity 

"How  to  do  more  with  less"  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day  in  view  of  the  latest  cut  in  film  raw  stock.  Announcement 


from  Washington  said  it  would  mean  approximately  30  fewer 
A features  than  were  released  in  1944  if  the  curtailment  order 
is  extended  throughout  1945.  To  a market  already  suffering 
from  product  shortage  (mainly  in  the  subsequent-run  situa- 
tions), the  outlook  is  rather  gloomy.  But  the  motion  picture 
industry  is  an  old  hand  at  removing  clouds  from  sunshine,  so 
it  is  to  be  hoped  its  ingenuity  will  again  rise  to  the  occasion. 

Several  means  already  have  been  suggested  of  avoiding 
such  a drastic  cut  in  the  comparatively  limited  number  of  A 
pictures  that  will  be  available.  One,  of  course,  is  to  apply  the 
cut  to  minor  product,  at  the  same  time  shortening  the  length 
of  overlong  big  pictures.  There  seems  to  be  wide  favor  for  this 
and  it  could  be  rather  widely  applied. 

Other  means  include  fewer  double-bill  programs;  extended 
runs  of  the  better  pictures;  wider  use  of  shorts  to  round  out 
single-feature  bills.  This  is  a repetition  of  suggestions  that 
came  with  previous  raw  stock  cuts.  But  all  of  them  are  good 
and  all  of  them  could  be  applied  moderately,  at  least,  to  good 
advantage.  Aside  from  cutting  the  length  of  the  bigger  pic- 
tures, that  procedure  could  be  applied  to  many  of  the  Bs,  pos- 
sibly strengthening  them.  Thus,  where  double-feature  houses 
are  firm  adherents  to  such  a policy,  they  would  at  least  be 
able  to  shorten  their  shows.  Where  the  extra  turnover  is  of  no 
particular  advantage,  reduction  in  operating  costs,  in  use  of 
heat,  electricity,  etc.,  would  be  of  value  and  in  line  with  the 
conservation  order  that  is  now  being  reinvoked. 

Business  generally  still  is  good  at  theatres  around  the 
country.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  the  quantity  bug,  born 
of  the  depression,  would  about  have  been  worn  out.  And,  too, 
it  would  seem  that  the  public  being  generally  in  a spending 
mood,  could  be  sold  on  a quality  rather  than  quantity  basis. 
Of  course  there  is  the  argument  about  letting  well  enough 
alone.  But  it  would  make  for  an  ideal  situation;  and  it  prob- 
ably would  solve  the  product  supply  situation  for  some  time 
to  come. 

The  acuteness  of  the  product  situation  becomes  apparent 
when  one  measures  the  supply  with  the  needs  of  those  houses 
which  play  only  three  changes  of  double  bills  per  week.  That 
takes  312  features.  Last  season  there  were  only  336  regular 
features  released;  and  77  westerns.  Then,  too,  there  are  four 
and  five-time  change  houses.  Add  to  this  the  supply  problem 
created  by  extended  runs  and  the  situation  becomes  really 
acute.  And  contemplate  a cut  of  another  30  features  and  the 
clouds  gather  still  more  heavily. 

In  the  first  paragraph  of  this  article  we  said  something 
about  this  industry's  ingenuity  at  cloud  removing.  This  is 
really  a time  for  it. 


'PuCbe  *§&%£& 

Ben  Rosenberg  Appointed 
M&P  District  Manager 

Pilot  of  Boston’s  Metropolitan  Theatre  will 
make  his  headquarters  in  Providence;  suc- 
ceeds William  Spragg,  resigned,  who  will 
move  to  California. 


Exchange  Workers  to  Get 
$495,000  in  Back  Wages 

NWLB  award  of  ten  per  cent  increases  to 
1,500  employes  retroactive  to  Dec.  1,  1942, 
will  run  nearly  half  a million,  is  estimate. 


FDR  Sees  an  11%  Drop 
In  Ticket  Tax  Receipts 

President  in  budget  message  predicts  war 
production  cutbacks  will  reduce  business  level 
during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1946. 


Lou  Pollock  Has  Resigned 
As  UA  Publicity-Ad  Head 

Announces  retirement  from  position  held 
since  April  1944,  when  Paul  Lazarus  jr.  went 
into  army.  Reports  say  Maj.  Monroe  Green- 
thal  will  return  to  the  post. 


H.  J.  Fitzgerald  Urges 
An  Annual  Exposition 

Wisconsin  executive  suggests  show  every 
year  for  five  years,  to  improve  industry  re- 
lations, instead  of  attempt  to  celebrate  50th 
anniversary  under  war  conditions. 


Frank  Rosenberg  Elected 
Public  Information  Head 

Director  of  publicity-advertising  for  Co- 
lumbia is  named  to  PIC  post  for  six  months, 
succeeding  Hal  Horne,  while  Glen  Allvine 
continues  as  secretary. 


U.S.  Supreme  Court  Denies 
A Rehearing  to  Crescent 

Highest  tribunal  turns  thumbs  down  on 
theatre  circuit’s  petition  to  reopen  antitrust 
case,  the  last  hearing  of  which  was  decided 
in  favor  of  the  government. 


U.S.  Films  Grosses  Lag 
In  Argentine  Theatres 

Gain  only  slight  in  1944  despite  big  rise 
in  last  few  years,  all  due  to  quota  require- 
ments and  events  affecting  country’s  diplo- 
matic relations. 


British  Theatres  Opposing 
5%  Rise  in  U.S.  Quota 

Cinematograph  Exhibitors  Ass’n  sends  pro- 
test to  Board  of  Trade  against  proposal  in 
Parliament  on  ground  “unacceptable  Brit- 
ish films”  would  harm  industry. 


INDUSTRY  PONDERING  PROBLEM 
OF  REDUCTIONS  IN  RAW  STOCK 


Key  Men  Still  Unaffected 

Washington — Key  men  in  the  motion  picture  industry,  including  theatres,  will  not 
be  affected  by  the  new  demands  for  manpower  for  army  needs,  it  was  learned  from 
authoritative  sources  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  committee  on  military 
affairs. 

At  the  committee  sessions  it  was  stated  that  the  army  requires  900,000  men, 
while  essential  industry  needs  about  700,000  within  the  next  six  months. 

It  was  pointed  out  at  the  session  that  to  meet  these  requirements,  essential  in- 
dustry may  have  to  draw  heavily  on  nonessential  industries. 

Robert  Patterson,  assistant  secretary  of  war,  revealed  that  essential  industries 
may  need  to  draw  manpower  from  the  nonessential  industries  such  as  those  manu- 
facturing handbags  and  artificial  flowers,  also  from  department  stores  and  other 
retail  outlets. 


Visualize  Fewer  Pictures, 
Or  Maybe  the  Big  Ones 
Will  Be  Shorter 

NEW  YORK — How  to  save  raw  stock — 
27,000,000  feet  of  it  in  the  first  quarter — 
is  the  livest  topic  of  conversation  in  film  of- 
fices at  present.  The  ideas  are  as  varied 
as  the  temperaments  and  positions  of  those 
who  have  to  do  the  saving,  both  in  New  York 
and  on  the  coast. 

Some  say  fewer  pictures  will  have  to  be 
made;  some  say  the  big  ones  will  have  to 
be  shorter.  Very  few  feel  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  cut  the  number  of  prints  in  cir- 
culation. This  was  where  the  first  footage 
reductions  were  made  early  in  the  war,  and 
the  problem  of  shipment  in  many  exchanges 
has  become  acute.  Sending  prints  from  one 
theatre  to  another  in  isolated  areas  has  be- 
come common.  This  complicates  the  task  of 
keeping  prints  in  condition. 

Start  Dipping  Into  Backlog 

One  distributor  was  quite  frank  to  admit 
that  he  would  start  dipping  into  the  com- 
pany’s backlog  at  a faster  rate  than  had 
been  customary.  This  will  cut  down  on  the 
studio  footage. 

Nobody  wants  to  be  quoted  in  this  emer- 
gency, but  there  is  a strong  sentiment  in 
favor  of  reducing  the  length  of  important 
features.  One  sales  executive  questioned 
about  this  had  a list  of  current  Broadway 
features  in  front  of  him  and  pointed  to  the 
following:  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom,"  12,330; 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  11,170;  “National 
Velvet,”  11,260;  “Winged  Victory,”  11,700; 
“Music  for  Millions,”  10,620.  He  had  added 
“Since  You  Went  Away,”  15,390,  to  his  list. 

“If  each  of  these  six  features  had  been 
released  1,000  feet  shorter  and  300  prints  had 
been  used  for  distribution  the  saving  would 
be  1,800,000  feet  right  there,”  he  pointed  out, 
“and  a lot  of  exhibitors  who  have  had  to  cut 
down  the  number  of  daily  shows  would  be 
much  happier  about  it.” 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  long  features 
have  had  little  effect  on  dual  bills.  They 
have  been  profitable,  all  agree.  At  the  same 
time  distribution  sentiment  seems  to  favor 
cutting  their  length  rather  than  their  num- 
ber. How  the  studios  will  react  to  this  is 
something  else. 

Some  of  the  new  independent  producers  are 
expressing  themselves  violently  among  them- 
selves. 

Arguments  in  the  Home  Office 

Behind  the  scenes  arguments  are  reported 
to  have  taken  place  in  some  of  the  home 
offices.  It  is  pretty  generally  admitted  that 
shorts  have  been  badly  crowded  by  long  fea- 
tures in  the  past  two  years,  and,  in  some 
companies,  have  not  played  half  their  pos- 
sibilities. The  short  subjects  sales  man- 
agers argue  from  this  that  the  companies 
could  make  money  by  reducing  feature  foot- 
age and  going  after  the  unplayed  time,  and 
that  exhibitors  would  like  it. 

On  one  thing  only  is  there  unanimity.  All 
hope  Eastman  and  Du  Pont  will  be  able  to 
expand  their  emulsion  plants  so  more  film 
can  be  made  and  all  hope  an  end  of  the  war 
in  Europe  will  reduce  the  demands  of  the 
armed  forces  for  war  stock.  In  the  mean- 
time the  cuts  will  be  made — some  way  or 
ether. 


WAC  Will  Recognize 
Salesmen's  Efforts 

KANSAS  CITY — In  a telegram  to  Ben 
Shlyen,  publisher  of  BOXOFFICE,  Leon  J. 
Bamberger,  assistant  distribution  chairman 
of  WAC  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive,  ad- 
vises that  film  salesmen  and  branch  man- 
agers who  did  outstanding  work  will  be 
awarded  Medals  of  Honor.  The  telegram 
follows: 

“Immediately  on  reading  your  editorial, 
'Forgotten  Men?,’  I phoned  it  to  Harry 
Brandt.  He  is  writing  you  and  we  are  re- 
questing every  distribution  chairman  who 
served  on  the  Sixth  War  Loan  to  send  in  a 
list  of  all  branch  managers,  salesmen,  etc., 
who  are  entitled  to  receive  Medals  of  Honor 
and  they  will  assuredly  receive  them. 

“George  Schaefer  had  no  responsibility  in 
this  matter  nor  was  it  the  intention  of  any- 
one to  slight  the  distribution  men  nor  belittle 
their  extremely  valuable  work  in  this  and  all 
other  War  Activities  campaigns.  There  sim- 
ply was  misunderstanding  as  to  who  was  to 
furnish  lists  and  you  and  your  editorial  pro- 
vided the  necessary  spark  to  bring  about 
immediate  action.  Kind  regards.” 

Medals  to  Texas  Exchangemen 

MENARD,  TEX. — Henry  Reeve,  national 
co-chairman  of  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive 
and  president  of  the  ITO  of  Texas,  sent  the 
following  telegram  to  BOXOFFICE: 

“Your  editorial  ‘Forgotten  Men?’  January 
6:  Texas  Sixth  War  Loan  State  Chairmen 
Phil  Isley  and  John  Q.  Adams  on  Friday, 
January  5,  joined  me  in  a testimonial  lunch- 
eon at  Variety  Club,  Dallas,  for  all  exchange 
and  district  managers  in  Texas.  Medals  of 
Honor  were  presented  each  and  through 
them  to  all  salesmen  who  aided  so  well  on 
our  recent  drive.  Publicity  chairman  may 
have  already  sent  you  this  and  photos  but 
thought  you’d  like  to  know  we  did  this  locally 
and  fast.” 


OWI  Is  Not  Disbanding 

NEW  YORK — Denying  a report  he  intends 
to  resign  as  chief  of  the  Overseas  Motion 
Picture  Bureau,  Robert  Riskin,  back  from  a 
sojourn  of  more  than  two  months  in  Europe, 
indicated  OWI  film  activities  would  expand 
rather  than  decrease.  “Recent  changes  in  the 
situation  abroad,”  Riskin  said,  “render  it  un- 
wise for  us  to  taper  off  at  this  time.” 


WPB  May  Clamp  Down 
On  New  Theatre  Plans 

WASHINGTON — Priorities  on  proposed 
theatre  construction  may  be  revoked  after 
February  1,  it  was  learned.  The  War  Pro- 
duction Board  has  under  consideration  a 
proposal  to  clamp  down  on  all  theatre  con- 
struction not  under  way  in  an  effort  to  work 
with  the  War  Manpower  Commission  to  con- 
serve manpower  and  critical  materials. 

All  applications  for  theatre  construction 
authorized  within  the  last  90  days  are  being 
reviewed  by  WPB  officials.  Theatre  opera- 
tors must  show  adequate  reasons  why  con- 
struction has  not  begun  if  they  expect  to 
have  priority  requests  approved  by  the  WPB. 
It  is  further  indicated  that  all  proposed 
construction,  if  not  under  way  by  February  1, 
will  be  banned  until  such  time  as  the  man- 
power shortage  eases. 


Good  Supply  of  Freon 
Is  Reported  on  Hand 

WASHINGTON — Motion  picture  theatres 
will  be  assured  of  an  adequate  supply  of 
freon  to  fully  charge  their  cooling  systems 
for  a three-month  period  without  applica- 
tion, and  announcement  to  that  effect  soon 
will  be  made  by  the  War  Production  Board, 
it  is  learned  from  authoritative  sources. 

Present  stocks  of  freon  gas  are  more  than 
adequate  to  assure  all  class  A users,  com- 
prising all  nonessential  industries  including 
theatres  and  other  amusement  centers  of 
100  per  cent  availability  of  this  air-condi- 
tioning essential.  Supplies  will  be  offered  in 
three-month  periods  without  application  but 
no  freon  will  be  available  for  storage  pur- 
poses, it  also  was  learned. 

The  WPB  also  may  add  that  these  three- 
month  allotments  will  be  continued  indefi- 
nitely. 

Coal  Saving  Orders  May 
Again  Darken  Marquees 

WASHINGTON  — The  government  on 
Wednesday  ordered  a widespread  blackout 
of  outdoor  advertising  lights,  in  an  effort  to 
save  dwindling  supplies  of  coal.  James  F. 
Byrnes,  war  mobilizer,  who  took  the  action, 
estimates  2,000,000  tons  of  the  fuel  could  be 
saved.  As  a result,  marquees  may  be  dark- 
ened in  those  sections  of  the  country  where 
such  illumination  draws  upon  coal  supply. 


10 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  13,  1945 


U l 


The  SUSPECT ’ looks  like  SMASH  BOX  OFFICE! 

—Variety 


SThe 

WPICT 

is  a motion  picture  about 
a matter  that  every  hus- 
band and  every  wife  are 
keenly  interested  in  but 
never  talk  about. 

See  it.  You'll  understand . . . 


PRINTED  IN  U.  S.  A. 


A FLAWLESS  CINEMA  ...  A SUPERB  THRILLER  ...  ONE  OF  THE  FINES 

CHERCHEZ  LA  FEMME! 

GUARANTEED  TO  HAVE  EVERY  AUDIENCE  HOLDING  ITS  BREATH  . . 


GRIPPING  SCREEN  STORY 


SUSPENSEFUL 


HARACTERIZATIONS  OF  LAUGHTON  S CAREER  . . . (Motion  Picture  Daily) 


ELLA  RAINES’  BEST  PERFORMANCE  TO  DATE  ...  (Hollywood  Reporter) 


AUGHTON AN  IMPECCABLE  PERFORMANCE  . . . (Variety) 


A PICTURE  OF  UNUSUAL  QUALITY  . . . (Motion  Picture  Herald) 


1TR0NGLY  DRAMATIC  . . . LAUGHTON’S  BEST  PORTRAYAL  . . . (Daily  Variety) 


Universal  believes  “The  Suspect”  is  a fine 
motion  picture  in  the  tradition  of  exciting  melodrama. 


We  also  believe  there  is  a very  large  audience 
at  the  moment  for  this  type  of  motion  picture. 


You  owe  it  to  yourselves  to  have  the  nearest 
Universal  exchange  screen  “The  Suspect”  for  you. 


When  you  see  it  you  will  realize  its  box-office 
possibilities,  and  you  should  also  be  eager  after  seeing 
it  to  give  it  the  support  that  it  deserves. 


Robert  Siodmak,  who  directed  “Christmas 
Holiday,”  again  turns  in  a very  fine  job.  Ella  Raines, 
whose  popularity  is  mounting  with  each  picture,  is 
exceptionally  good,  and  Charles  Laughton,  of  course, 
gives  his  usual  masterful  performance. 


£lla 

RAINES 


LAUGHTON 


with  DEAN  HARENS 

STANLEY  C.  RIDGES  - HENRY  DANIELL  • ROSALIND  IVAN 

Screen  Play  by  Bertram  Millhauser  • Adaptation  by  Arthur  T.  Herman  from  a novel  by  lames  Ronald 
Directed  by  ROBERT  SIODMAK  ■ Produced  by  ISLIN  AUSTER  • A UNIVERSAL  PICTURE 


ITOA  Voles  to  Press 
For  Slate  Film  Curb 


Tri-State  Group  Is  Told 
Of  Pitfalls  During  '45 


NEW  YORK— The  ITOA  set  the  battle 
lines  for  what  promises  to  be  a bitter  fight 
in  the  forthcoming  sessions  of  the  New  York 
legislature  by  voting  to  introduce  its  bill 
calling  for  the  appointment  by  Governor 
Dewey  of  a five-man  commission  to  control 
distribution  of  film  in  this  state. 

The  action  came  as  a surprise,  because 
Harry  Brandt,  president,  announced  recently 
the  bill  would  be  held  up  pending  the  out- 
come of  conferences  on  the  consent  decree 
before  Judge  Goddard  on  March  5. 

When  Brandt’s  proposal  came  before  the 
membership  a heated  argument  developed, 
many  contending  there  was  no  indication  of 
clearance  relief  for  subsequent  and  last  run 
exhibitors  in  the  metropolitan  area,  and  that 
even  if  there  were,  nothing  could  develop  for 
many  weeks. 

Some  of  those  present  declared  the  de- 
mands for  percentage  and  preferred  playing 
time  by  majors  were  so  insistent  there  were 
not  enough  weekends  in  the  calendar  year  to 
make  them  feasible.  Percentage  terms  were 
exorbitant,  they  insisted. 

Designations  of  pictures  for  top  billing  in 
circuits  also  was  attacked,  as  were  move- 
overs  of  prerelease  engagements  of  big  pic- 
tures from  one  theatre  to  another. 

Decision  to  “Go  Ahead” 

The  upshot  of  the  vote  was  the  decision  to 
go  ahead  with  the  bill.  The  proposed  meas- 
ure has  been  under  discussion  for  more  than 
a year.  It  was  first  made  public  last  March, 
too  late  for  introduction  at  the  1944  session. 

Some  distributor  attorneys  contend  the 
measure  is  unconstitutional  as  special  legis- 
lation, but  ITOA  lawyers  insist  it  is  a proper 
amendment  to  the  general  business  law. 

Under  its  terms  the  commission,  a salaried 
body  on  a full-time  basis,  would  be  empow- 
ered to  force  20  per  cent  cancellations  by  dis- 
tributors; to  live  up  to  national  release  dates; 
to  grant  some  run  to  any  exhibitor;  to  ban 
the  requirement  for  fixed  advertising  budgets 
on  big  pictures;  to  drop  any  moves  for  fixing 
minimum  admissions;  to  state  prices  in  con- 
tracts; to  make  prints  available  to  subse- 
quents  even  though  prior  runs  want  to  hold 
them;  to  allocate  pictures  for  the  following 
season  in  case  of  failure  to  deliver;  to  submit 
contracts  to  the  commission,  and  to  arbitrate 
all  differences  before  the  commission  at  open 
hearings. 


Merger  of  SOPEG-UOPW 
Approved  by  Membership 

NEW  YORK — By  a referendum  vote  of  its 
membership  in  good  standing,  the  merger 
between  the  Screen  Office  and  Professional 
Employes  Guild,  Local  109,  and  the  United 
Office  and  Professional  Workers  of  America, 
Local  1,  CIO,  was  approved  by  97  per  cent 
of  the  SOPEG. 

After  the  executive  board  of  SOPEG  was 
informed  of  the  amalgamation  approval,  it 
was  learned  that  SOPEG  planned  to  move 
its  main  office  to  Local  1 headquarters  at  30 
E.  29th  St.  The  union  will  still  maintain 
office  space  at  1560  Broadway  for  the  con- 
venience of  its  members. 

Resumption  of  the  dispute  between 
SOPEG,  representing  nearly  3,000  white  col- 
lar employes,  and  Loew’s,  20th-Fox,  Co- 
lumbia, Paramount  and  RKO  over  contract 
and  salary  terms,  scheduled  for  early  in  the 
week,  were  further  delayed  because  of  the 
death  of  the  sister  of  Commissioner  James 
P.  Fitzpatrick  of  the  U.S.  conciliation  service. 
Fitzpatrick  was  called  in  to  mediate  the  dis- 
pute when  negotiations  between  the  union 
and  company  representatives  broke  down. 

Expect  Dof  J Report  Soon 
On  Technicolor  Inquiry 

WASHINGTON — The  department  of  jus- 
tice soon  is  expected  to  release  its  findings 
on  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  Tech- 
nicolor Motion  Picture  Co.,  prompted  by  re- 
ports of  alleged  violations  of  the  antitrust 
laws,  it  was  learned  here.  The  company  has 
been  under  investigation  for  several  weeks, 
it  was  stated  by  a DofJ  official,  following 
allegations  it  was  violating  the  Sherman  and 
Clayton  antitrust  laws. 


"Tree"  Set  for  February 

NEW  YORK — Twentieth-Fox  will  release 
“A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  and  “Hang- 
over Square”  during  February. 


MEMPHIS — In  a two-day  convention  de- 
voted largely  to  study  of  problems  which 
theatre  owners  must  solve  somehow  or  other 
in  1945.  the  MPTO  of  Arkansas,  Tennessee 
and  Mississippi  decided  here  that  a pro- 
posed federal  provisional  tax  of  10  per  cent 
on  theatres  would  have  to  be  passed  on  to 
the  public. 

“Should  this  new  tax  bill  become  a law 
the  motion  picture  industry  would  be  bur- 
dened under  a 30  per  cent  tax,”  C.  C.  Mundo, 
Little  Rock,  president  of  the  ITO  of  Arkansas, 
told  the  convention. 

Reclassification  Will  Hurt 

He  said  that  other  pitfalls  confronting  the 
industry  during  the  coming  months  were 
further  restrictions  in  gasoline  rationing  and 
a still  more  drastic  curtailment  in  man- 
power through  reclassification  of  4Fs. 

M.  A.  Lightman  sr.,  chief  barker  of  the 
Memphis  Variety  Club  and  president  of 
Malco  Theatres,  Inc.,  predicted  that  whatever 
happened  “the  industry  will  meet  it  with 
a smile.” 

“We  feel  no  hardship  can  compare  with 
what  our  boys  are  doing  and  we  will  face 
every  crisis  and  do  our  part  in  patriotic 
undertakings.  We  feel  other  industries  should 
do  the  same,”  he  said. 

Indicative  of  the  showman’s  desires  to 
foster  worthy  projects,  convention  business 
was  suspended  on  the  opening  day,  Sunday, 
the  delegates  attending  the  Roy  Acuff  hill- 
billy show  in  a body.  At  this  affair,  consid- 
erably more  than  $5,000  was  raised  for  the 
Variety  Club’s  mother’s  milk  bank. 

J.  A.  West,  owner  of  the  Hollywood  The- 
atre here,  was  elected  president  of  the  tri- 
state association  for  1945.  B.  V.  McDougal, 
Monticello,  Ark.,  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
board  and  E.  R.  Gillette,  owner  of  the  Bris- 
tol in  Memphis,  was  elected  secretary-treas- 
urer. 

Arkansas  directors  elected  are:  W.  L.  Lan- 
ders, Batesville;  Claude  Mundo,  Little  Rock; 
L.  F.  Haven  sr.,  Forrest  City;  Jack  Rhodes, 
West  Memphis;  Sidney  Wharton,  Warren; 
Emma  Cox,  Osceola. 

Claude  Lee  Is  a Speaker 

Mississippi  directors:  R.  X.  Williams,  Ox- 
ford; W.  A.  Rush,  Houston;  Raymond  Good- 
man, Starkville. 

Tennessee  directors:  Dave  Flexer,  Mem- 
phis; Louise  Mask,  Bolivar;  M.  A.  Light- 
man  sr. 

W.  F.  Ruffin  was  elected  national  MPTOA 
director. 

Claude  Lee,  Paramount’s  director  of  public 
relations,  urged  theatre  men  to  work  more 
closely  with  their  newspapers  on  local  angles, 
inasmuch  as  the  shortage  of  paper  has  caused 
great  curtailment  in  the  use  of  national  pub- 
licity releases. 

Lee  said  he  is  of  the  belief  that  television 
will  never  be  as  clear  on  the  screen  as  motion 
pictures,  although  much  improvements  is  ex- 
pected soon  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

“You  never  can  tell,”  he  added.  “Some  in- 
ventive genius  may  come  along  and  improve 
both  television  and  pictures  at  the  same 
time.” 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted  was  one 
wishing  the  speedy  return  to  health  of  Ed 
Kuykendall,  president  of  the  MPTOA,  who 
is  quite  ill  at  his  home  in  Columbus,  Miss. 
This  was  the  first  Tri-State  gathering  that 
Kuykendall  had  missed  in  years. 


TRI-STATERS’  WORTHY  CAUSE  — Delegates  to  the  convention  of  the 
MPTO  of  Arkansas,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  held  in  Memphis  this  week,  had  a 
lot  of  fun,  as  the  photograph  above  indicates.  Also,  the  delegates  assisted  in  the 
raising  of  $5,000  for  the  Variety  Club’s  mother’s  milk  bank,  through  their  attend- 
ance at  the  show  given  by  Roy  Acuff  and  his  Smoky  Mountain  Boys  and  Girls. 
Acuff  was  afterward  given  a life  membership  in  the  Memphis  Variety  Club. 

Left  to  right  in  the  photo:  Louis  Haven  jr.,  Forrest  City,  Ark.,  retiring  presi- 
dent of  the  Tri-State  group;  M.  A.  Lightman  sr.,  president  of  Malco  Theatres  and 
chief  barker  of  the  Memphis  Variety;  Acuff;  R.  X.  Williams,  director  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi MPTO;  C.  C.  Mundo,  president  of  the  Arkansas  MPTO. 
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Tftett  and 


Ready  for  Court  Test? 

INDUSTRY  sentiment  as  of  last  week  was 
reported  to  be  in  favor  of  letting  the 
antitrust  suit  go  to  trial.  The  ITOA  de- 
cision to  press  for  passage  of  a bill  to 
have  New  York  distribution  controlled  by 
a state  commission  did  not  tend  to  put 
major  company  officers  in  a compromis- 
ing mood,  it  is  understood. 

One  attorney  was  quick  to  point  out  that 
the  supreme  court  has  ruled  film  distribu- 
tion is  interstate  commerce.  This  point 
was  settled  in  the  Crescent  decision.  What 
bearing  it  will  have  in  the  fight  against 
enactment  of  the  ITOA  measure  remains 
to  be  seen. 

A battle  of  this  kind  during  the  seven 
weeks  when  cool  heads  should  be  trying 
to  work  out  an  agreement  before  Judge 
Goddard’s  hearing  March  5 could  have 
surprising  repercussions,  say  those  familiar 
with  the  situation. 

* * * 

New  Producers  Are  Hit 

QNE  of  the  unexpected  effects  of  the 
new  cuts  in  raw  stock  may  be  a cur- 
tailment of  the  tendency  toward  an  in- 
creasing number  of  independent  producers. 
Some  of  the  companies  organized  in  the 
past  year  or  two  are  complaining  bitterly. 
They  didn’t  have  a surplus  to  start  with. 

With  major  companies  adopting  all 
kinds  of  expedients  to  get  prints  into  cir- 
culation, even  the  independents  with  major 
distribution  outlets  have  headaches.  Some 
emphatic  remarks  on  this  subject  were 
made  at  the  Industry  Advisory  Committee 
meeting  in  Washington  last  week. 

* * * 

Harrison  Starts  Something 

£DWARD  M.  HARRISON,  district  man- 
ager for  E.  M.  Loew  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  wrote  to  James  F.  Byrnes,  war 
mobilization  director,  a few  days  ago  sug- 
gesting eliminating  morning  openings,  so 
staffs  could  be  released  for  part  time  war 
jobs.  He  claimed  the  unions  were  in  favor 
of  it. 


By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 

Outside  of  projectionists  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  many  men  would  be  released. 
In  medium  sized  houses  maintenance  men 
are  IATSE  stagehands.  They  do  most  of 
their  work  when  the  theatre  is  closed. 
Ushers  and  cashiers  are  of  school  age. 
Doormen,  firemen  and  cleaners  are  over- 
age men  and  women,  as  a rule.  They 
change  so  fast  in  war  industry  areas  man- 
agers lie  awake  nights. 

Early  shows  and  swing-shift  shows  were 
originally  intended  to  supply  entertain- 
ment for  war  plant  workers.  In  hundreds 
of  towns  petitions  for  them  were  pre- 
sented by  these  workers. 

* * * 

Rockefellers  Withdrawing 

^^HEN  Atlas  Corp.  disposed  of  its  pre- 
ferred holdings  in  Radio  Keith  Or- 
pheum  some  weeks  ago,  Floyd  Odium  said 
it  was  in  accord  with  the  corporation’s 
policy  of  holding  stocks  for  accretions  in 
value  and  then  selling  them  at  a profit. 

No  official  explanation  has  been  offered 
for  the  sale  of  the  Rockefeller  Center 
holdings,  but  it  has  been  said  unofficially 
that  the  Rockefellers  are  satisfied  with 
the  profit  on  an  investment  made  during 
the  depression  when  it  was  advantageous 
for  them  to  have  important  tenants  in  the 
big  mid-Manhattan  real  estate  venture. 
From  a prospective  white  elephant  the 
Center  investment  has  turned  into  a huge 
success  and  postwar  expansion  is  planned. 

* * * 

Whoops! 

T.  ARTHUR  RANK  may  be  new  in  this 

business,  but  he  is  catching  on.  Buy  ’em 
all — at  50  per  cent — has  been  the  slogan 
of  Eagle-Lion  in  Great  Britain  recently, 
according  to  the  latest  issue  of  the  Kine- 
matographic  Weekly  to  arrive  here.  Ex- 
hibitors are  complaining  and  are  being 
assured  that  if  they  need  an  adjustment 
after  they  have  played  the  film  they  can 
get  one.  “Everything  British,  except  Brit- 
ish terms,”  was  the  way  T.  France  of  the 
CEA  (Cinematograph  Exhibitors  Ass’n) 
described  it  in  a letter  of  protest. 


THREE  CHAMPS — Bob  Hope,  Bing  Crosby  and  Gary  Cooper.  They’re  out 
front  in  many  1944  polls,  including  BOXOFFICE  Barometer. 


TO  RCA  SALES  POST— Max  N.  Hei- 
denreich,  above,  has  been  appointed  as 
sales  manager  of  RCA’s  16mm  equipment 
departments  in  15  southern  states.  This 
announcement  was  made  by  J.  W.  Cocke, 
southern  regional  manager  for  the  RCA 
Victor  division.  Heidenreich  will  head- 
quarter in  Atlanta. 


Add  Imposing  Names 
To  GTC  Directorate 

TORONTO — Completion  of  a board  of  di- 
rectors for  the  General  Theatre  Corp.,  Ltd., 
of  Toronto,  was  effected  here  Tuesday,  the 
announcement  indicating  the  addition  of 
some  important  Canadian  business  leaders, 
representing  the  interest  of  Odeon  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  of  Great  Britain,  which  holds  B shares 
in  GTC,  and  Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada, 
Ltd.  The  new  directors  are  D.  C.  Coleman 
of  Montreal,  R.  V.  LeSueur  of  Toronto,  John 
Davis  of  London,  Eng.,  and  Leonard  W. 
Brockington,  K.  C.,  of  Ottawa. 

Directors  appointed  by  A shareholders  of 
GTC  who  become  officers  are  Paul  I.  Nath- 
anson,  president  and  managing  director;  T. 
J.  Bragg  of  Toronto,  associated  with  the  com- 
pany since  1941,  who  is  named  vice-presi- 
dent and  secretary-treasurer;  George  H. 
Beeston  of  Toronto,  comptroller,  and  the 
Hon.  J.  Earl  Lawson,  K.  C„  general  counsel. 

Coleman  is  president  of  the  Canadian  Pa- 
cific Railway  Co.,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Associated  Screen  News  and  director  of  the 
Bank  of  Montreal. 

Seeking  Theatre  Screens 
In  Manpower  Shortage 

NEW  YORK— The  war  department  hopes 
to  utilize  theatre  screens  of  the  nation  to 
bring  its  message  regarding  the  manpower 
shortage  to  the  American  people. 

Robert  P.  Patterson,  under  secretary  of 
war,  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Brehom  Somervell 
have  joined  in  an  appeal  to  WAC  to  provide 
showings  of  the  new  war  department  short, 
What’s  Your  Name?”  It  is  scheduled  for  re- 
lease January  18.  Produced  by  the  army 
signal  corps,  it  highlights  the  present  labor 
situation  by  comparing  the  doughboy  doing 
his  fighting  in  the  infantry  with  the  factory 
worker  doing  his  fighting  on  the  production 
line. 

Both  Patterson  and  General  Somervell 
stress  the  potency  of  this  film  in  bringing 
home  to  the  American  public  the  urgent 
necessity  for  men  and  women  to  produce  our 
war  equipment. 
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Wi,h  *•  biggest  of 
all  its  productions 

"CAN’T  HELP  SINGING," 

pealed  by  such 


Screen  Play  by  LEWIS  R.  FOSTER 
and  FRANK  RYAN  • Story  by  John 
Klorer,  Leo  Townsend  • Based  on 
"Girl  of  the  Overland  Trail"  by 
Samuel  J.  and  Curtis  B.  Warshawsky 


OUR  ENTHUSIASM  FOR 
"CAN’T  HELP  SINGING" 
IS  WELL  FOUNDED 


We  felt  that  "Can’t  Help  Singing"  would  be  the 
biggest  picture  Universal  has  ever  had.  We  also 
felt  it  would  prove  to  be  the  most  entertaining  and 
the  most  satisfying  to  exhibitors  and  customers. 
All  business  returns  prove  this  to  be  correct. 
"Can’t  Help  Singing"  has  broken  every  record  of 
every  Universal  picture  in  the  engagements  it  has 
played  so  far. 

It  has  also  received  fine  critical  acclaim,  and 
we  are  very  happy  about  the  fact  that  many  critics 
refer  to  it  as  the  best  Deanna  Durbin  picture  ever 
made. 

In  the  New  York  Daily  Mirror,  Frank  Quinn 
referred  to  "Can’t  Help  Singing"  as  "Filmdom’s 
’Oklahoma!" 


Held  over 
in  all  first 
engagements! 


No  wonder  we  "Can’t  Help  Singing"  the 
praises  of  "Can’t  Help  Singing  " 


: ' 


. 

. 


WM: 


Nelp  Sing 

in  TECHNICOLOR 


ROBERT  PAIGE 

AKIM  TAMIROFF 


DAYID  BRUCE  LEONID  RINSKET  SAY  COLLINS  JUNE  VINCENT  ANDREW  TOMBES  THOMAS  GOMEZ 
juxfcflAM  ITAN  A„wi, FELIX  JACKSON  a™ ^"fnn  SHAW  i, JEROME  KIM  4,1.18*88818 

A UNIVERSAL  PICTURE 
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looks  like 


OXOFHCE!” 
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,0n  Picture  Daily 


’/on  p. 


'cture  u 

"era/d 


"the  suspect" 

is  a motion  picture 
about  a matter 
that  every  husband 
and  every  wife 
are  keenly 
interested  in 
but  never 
talk  about 


Charles  Ella 

LAUGHTON  RAINES 

in 

^Sumcr 


with 

DEAN  HARENS  STANLEY  C.  RIDGES 

HENRY  DANIELL  • ROSALIND  IVAN 


Screen  Play  by  Bertram  Millhauser  Adaptation  by  Arthur  T.  Horman 
From  a novel  by  James  Ronald  Directed  by  ROBERT  SIODMAK 
Produced  by  ISLIN  AUSTER  A UNIVERSAL  PICTURE 


/VfA^  ^CheArf"1  ne*S  ab°Ut 


d&e  terrib,&  r&°P  ^ 


"House  of  Frankenstein,”  Universal’s  horror  classic  starring  all  its 
Titans  of  Terror,  has  broken  all  existing  records  at  the  RIALTO 
THEATRE  on  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK.  This  again  proves  that 
Universal  knows  when  and  how  to  make  this  type  of  boxoffice  bonanza. 

We  really  believe  that  "House  of  Frankenstein”  is  headed  for  an  all- 
time  record  for  horror  pictures  . . . So,  brother,  don’t  be  wary  of  this 
scary.  You,  too,  can  play  it! 


starring 


BORIS  KARLOFF  • LON  CHANEY  with  john  carradine  . j.  carrol  naish 

ANNE  GWYNNE  • PETER  COE  • ELENA  VERDUGO  • LIONEL  ATWILL 
Serein  Play  by  Edward  T.  Lowe  ' Directed  by  ERLE  C.  KENTON  • Produced  by  PAUL  MALVERN  • Based  on  a Story  by  Curt  Siodmak 

A UNIVERSAL  PICTURE 
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Joan  Davis,  vo’e  , rodio  Her  Mon/ 
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ond  mernment.  ^med.atedo 
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______ 


with 


WILLIAM  GARGAN 
LEON  ERROL 

Vivian  Austin  • Milburn  Stone  • Ian  Keith 
Russell  Hicks  and  Bob  Allen 


SIGN  UP  NOW!  A GREATER  DRIVE  IN  '45! 
MARCH  OF  DIMES  (JAN.  25-31) 


Original  Screen  Play  by  Warren  Wilson  and  Clyde  Bruckman 
Additional  Dialogue  by  Ray  Singer  and  Dick  Chevillat 
Directed  by  ERLE  C.  KENTON 


Produced  by  WARREN  WILSON 


A UNIVERSAL  PICTURE 
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RECORD  NUMBER  OF  THEATRES 
SIGN  FOR  DIMES  COLLECTIONS 


All  U.S.  Exhibitors 
To  Receive  Manual 

NEW  YORK — Every  exhibitor  in  the  coun- 
try—pledged  and  unpledged  to  the  1945 
March  of  Dimes  drive — will  receive  a copy  of 
a manual  based  upon  the  experience  of  for- 
mer campaigns  which  is  designed  to  aid  them 
in  obtaining  the  greatest  possible  total  of 
contributions. 

Prepared  by  Oscar  A.  Doob,  of  the  exec- 
utive committee,  and  Ernest  Emerling,  in 
charge  of  public  relations,  the  16-page 
brochure  contains  many  ideas  that  cannot  fail 
to  boost  the  total  collections  in  the  nation’s 
theatres. 

The  front  cover  features  a drawing  of  a 
pretty  little  girl  victim  of  infantile  paralysis, 
under  which  is  the  legend:  “Please,  Mister, 
Do  Your  Best.” 

FDR’s  Letter  a Feature 

Page  two  contains  a picture  of  President 
Roosevelt  and  a letter  to  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
national  chairman,  in  which  he  said  in  part: 

“.  . . This  year’s  (1944)  incidence  of  in- 
fantile paralysis  already  exceeds  that  report- 
ed during  the  entire  year  of  1943  when  12,429 
cases  were  added  to  the  list  of  those  whom 
the  disease  has  attacked  in  years  gone  by, 
and  who  still  require  the  aid  medical  science 
and  American  thoughtfulness  provide.  What 
this  year’s  final  total  of  cases  will  be  we  still 
do  not  know  . . .” 

Under  the  heading  “Let’s  Talk  It  Over  . . . 
Heart  to  Heart!”  is  provided  the  four  major 
objectives  of  the  forthcoming  March  of  Dimes 
drive: 

1.  We  must  have  in  the  drive  all  of  the 
11,000  theatres,  with  9,000,000  seats  that  par- 
ticipated in  1944. 

2.  We  must  try  to  enroll  in  the  drive  as 
many  of  the  remaining  theatres  as  possible. 
We  must  do  a mopup  job.  If  we  could  enlist 
an  additional  million  seats — we  could  look  for- 
ward to  a $5,000,000  gross. 

3.  We  must,  through  every-show,  every- 
seat  collection,  at  least  maintain  last  year’s 
average  of  54  cents  per  seat 

4.  Participating  theatres  should  make  a 
greater  effort  to  hurry  through  their  reports 
and  money  to  their  state  chairmen.  By  mak- 
ing prompt,  accurate,  complete  reports  we 
will  cut  down  overhead  and  headaches. 

One  page  makes  a direct  appeal  to  ex- 
hibitors who  never  joined  the  March  of 
Dimes  and  another  page  describes  the  Greer 
Garson  appeal  trailer,  “The  Miracle  of 
Hickory.” 

“How  to  Get  the  Money”  Explained 

One  of  the  important  highlights  is  a full 
page  devoted  to  “How  to  Get  the  Money  . . . 
by  the  Experts!” 

These  suggestions  are  followed  by  per- 
centages: 

1.  Audience  collections  every  show,  every 
seat,  100  per  cent;  2.  Pretty  girl  collectors  get 
most  money,  98  per  cent;  3.  Use  plenty  of 
volunteers  to  speed  collections,  95  per  cent; 
4.  Lights  up  during  collections:  music  if  pos- 
sible, 90  per  cent;  5.  Important  to  use  open 
containers,  75  per  cent;  6.  Arouse  enthusiasm 
of  entire  staff,  70  per  cent;  7.  Try  to  book 
strong  attraction  during  drive,  60  per  cent; 
8.  Lobby  collection  devices  to  catch  those 
missed  in  the  auditorium,  60  per  cent;  9. 
Cover  outside  bingo  games,  sports  events,  etc., 
45  per  cent. 


FOR  THE  MANAGERS— This  citation 
and  medallion,  reproduced  above,  goes  to 
every  theatre  when  the  pledge  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign is  received.  In  addition,  there  is  a 
poster  addressed  to  the  patrons,  thanking 
them  for  their  contributions. 


Boasberg  N.  Y.  Chairman 
For  Dimes  Collections 

NEW  YORK  — Charles  Boasberg,  RKO 
metropolitan  district  manager,  has  been  ap- 
pointed New  York  state  distributor  chairman 
for  the  1945  March  of  Dimes  by  Tom  J. 
Connors,  national  distributor  chairman.  For 
the  New  York  area  the  following  distributor 
chairmen  have  been  named: 

Myron  Sattler,  Paramount,  Manhattan; 
Ray  Moon,  20th-Fox,  Queens;  Phil  Hodes, 
RKO,  Brooklyn;  Dave  Burkan,  United  Art- 
ists, Richmond;  Jack  Bowen,  M-G-M,  The 
Bronx;  Sam  Lefkowitz,  United  Artists,  Nas- 
sau-Suffolk;  Iriving  Wormser,  Film  Classics, 
upstate  to  Poughkeepsie. 


Hawaii  to  Contribute 

HONOLULU — For  the  first  time,  every  the- 
atre in  Hawaii  will  participate  in  the  March 
of  Dimes,  says  Ezra  Parker,  who  cabled  for 
125  appeal  trailers. 


Pledges  Come  In  So  Fast 
Committeemen  Hope  for 
$5,000,000  Total 

NEW  YORK — Because  emphasis  has  been 
placed  upon  enlisting  exhibitors  who  have 
not  joined  in  past  campaigns,  the  forthcom- 
ing March  of  Dimes,  January  25-31,  is  ex- 
pected to  have  the  largest  number  of  the- 
atres since  inception  of  the  industry’s  co- 
operation three  years  ago. 

While  final  figures  of  the  total  number 
of  pledged  theatres  are  not  available  at  this 
time,  early  indications  are  that  a record 
number  of  theatres  from  coast  to  coast  will 
sponsor  auditorium  collections.  Additions  to 
the  list  of  former  pledges  are  expected  to 
return  a collection  total  much  higher  than 
the  record  of  $4,667,520  set  last  year.  Spon- 
sors are  aiming  for  a total  of  $5,000,000  which, 
they  say,  should  easily  be  attained. 

Distributors  Also  Active 

Not  only  are  the  theatres  organized  as  a 
unit,  but  the  distributors  with  regional 
branches  in  31  exchange  cities  also  have  been 
brought  into  the  national  organization  by 
Tom  J.  Connors,  chairman  of  the  distribu- 
tors’ division. 

Lessons  learned  in  previous  campaigns  will 
be  incorporated  into  the  forthcoming  one  so 
that  every  potential  contributor  will  be  given 
a chance  to  give  his  mite  in  alleviating  the 
suffering  of  children. 

Circuit  Chairman  Joseph  R.  Vogel  reports 
that  practically  every  circuit  in  the  country 
will  be  in  the  March  of  Dimes.  Latest  to 
join  are:  Lam  Amusement  Co.,  Rome,  Ga„ 
12  theatres;  T&D  Jr.  Enterprises,  San  Fran- 
cisco, 59;  Evergreen  Theatre  Corp.,  Seattle, 
40:  Andrew  Tegu  Theatres,  Vermont,  5; 
Joseph  Mathieu  Theatres,  Massachusetts,  9; 
Middlesex  Amusement  Co.,  Malden,  Mass.,  7; 
George  Giles  Theatres,  Boston,  9,  and  Charles 
Morse  Theatres,  Boston,  8. 

Exhibitors  have  been  urged  to  book  their 
strongest  attractions  during  . , the  drive.  In 
line  with  this  policy,  Loew’s  is  playing  “Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis,”  throughout  the  circuit. 

Speaking  for  Chairman  Charles  P.  Skouras, 
George  Bowser  predicted  at  least  550  pledged 
theatres  in  southern  California  and  that  this 
year’s  collections  would  exceed  last  year’s  by 
25  per  cent.  The  state  committee  is  at- 
tempting to  enroll  some  200,000  seats  of 
theatres  that  did  not  take  part  last  year. 

Spectacular  Gotham  Events 

The  New  York  March  of  Dimes  commit- 
tee is  completing  arrangements  for  a spec- 
tacular display  at  the  replica  of  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  in  Times  Square.  On  a large  mo- 
tion picture  screen  will  be  shown  the  March 
of  Dimes  appeal  trailer  and  other  appropri- 
ate film  to  thousands  of  passersby. 

Publicity  Director  Ernest  Emerling,  Harrv 
Mandel,  New  York  publicity  chairman,  and 
Edward  C.  Dowden,  special  events  chairman, 
cooperated  in  the  arrangements  for  the  dis- 
play. 

At  Pittsburgh  managers  have  completed 
plans  for  the  March  of  Dimes  collections. 
Details  were  discussed  at  a meeting  attended 
by  Joseph  Feldman,  Warners;  Harry  Green- 
man,  Loew’s;  Sam  De  Fazio,  Harris  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  and  Morris  Finkel,  representing 
the  independents.  About  30  managers  also 
were  present. 
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STUDIO  STAFF  CONTRIBUTES— Workers  on  the  M-G-M  set  where  Greer 
Garson  made  the  March  of  Dimes  trailer  were  so  affected  by  her  performance 
they  suggested  an  immediate  collection  of  their  own  in  advance  of  the  theatre 
campaign. 

The  Greatest  Appeal  Trailer  Ever, 
Says  March  of  Dimes  Committee 


NEW  YORK— “The  greatest  appeal  trailer 
ever  made,”  was  the  verdict  of  the  national 
executive  committee  of  the  1945  March  of 
Dimes,  after  members  viewed  for  the  first 
time  Greer  Garson  in  “The  Miracle  of  Hick- 
ory.” First  print  of  the  trailer — 308  feet  in 
length — arrived  by  air  from  the  M-G-M 
studios. 

State  chairmen  were  advised  by  the  na- 
tional committeemen  that  with  such  a touch- 
ing appeal  from  the  screen,  again  voiced  by 
Miss  Garson  and  written  by  Frank  Whitbeck, 
exhibitors  could  well  raise  their  sights  and 
start  shooting  at  a total  well  above  last  year’s 
$4,667,000. 

The  trailer  shows  what  happened  at  Hick- 
ory, N.  C.,  during  last  year’s  polio  epidemic. 
Miss  Garson’s  commentary  tells  the  poignant 
story.  "When  she  is  finished  the  audience 
will  feel  that  the  lives  of  these  children  are 
in  their  hands,”  MOD  officials  said. 

Oscar  A.  Doob  predicted:  “If  every  foot  isn’t 
v/orth  $1.25  in  the  drive,  or  a $5,000,000  total, 
we  miss  our  guess.” 

Herman  Robbins,  in  charge  of  trailer  dis- 
tribution, said  prints  would  be  distributed 
from  all  National  Screen  Service  exchanges. 
Two  laboratories  on  the  east  and  two  in  the 
west  are  making  the  prints.  Trailers  will  be 
available  a week  before  the  drive  opens  to 
give  exhibitors,  film  critics  and  other  leaders 
a chance  for  a preview. 


20th/s  Traveling  Auditors 
Hold  Three-Day  Meet 

NEW  YORK — Twentieth-Fox  held  a three- 
day  conference  of  its  traveling  auditors  at 
the  home  office  under  the  supervision  of 
Wilfred  J.  Eadie,  comptroller,  and  his  aides, 
Nat  Brower  and  Maurice  Goodman,  branch 
accountants.  Addresses  were  delivered  by 
Vice-Presidents  W.  C.  Michel  and  Tom  Con- 
nors, and  Sales  Executives  W.  J.  Kupper, 
W.  C.  Gehring,  A.  W.  Smith  jr.  and  L.  J. 
Schaifer. 

Auditors  attending  the  annual  conclave  in- 
cluded L.  R.  Antes,  George  F.  Cooper,  R. 
Doherty,  William  Gunzelman,  E.  S.  Hanna- 
han,  R.  Hildreth,  F.  E.  Hinnant,  E.  Pelson, 
M.  Schmalzbach,  C.  Wagner,  A.  C.  Wilson 
and  B.  Wolff. 


Harry  Arthur  Completes 
St.  Louis  Dimes  Setup 

NEW  YORK — Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  state 
theatre  chairman  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
collection,  has  completed  his  organization. 
Louis  K.  Ansell  will  direct  the  independents 
in  west  St.  Louis  and  county:  Paul  Kreuger 
will  be  in  charge  of  south  St.  Louis  and 
country,  and  Clarence  Kaimann  will  super- 
vise independent  houses  in  north  St.  Louis 
and  country.  Tommy  James  will  be  in 
charge  of  negro  theatres  in  greater  St. 
Louis. 

A1  Poos  and  Henry  C.  Riegel  jr.,  district 
managers  for  F&M,  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  27  neighborhood  houses  of  the  circuit. 

Other  chairmen  named  are:  Martin  Bur- 
nett, wrestling  matches;  Harry  Crawford  and 
Tony  Peluso,  dance  halls;  Albert  Stetson 
and  Charles  H.  Henry,  skating  rinks  and 
bowling  alleys;  Herb  Washburn,  trailers  and 
accessories,  and  Lester  Bona,  branch  man- 
ager of  Warners,  will  act  as  distributor 
chairman  under  the  direction  of  Tom  Con- 
nors. 


AN  EXAMPLE  FOR  ALL— Van  John- 
son makes  the  first  March  of  Dimes  con- 
tribution as  Esther  Williams  collects  at 
the  M-G-M  studio. 


10.000  Theatres  Sign; 

14.000  Are  Expected 

NEW  YORK — With  pledges  pouring  in  at 
the  rate  of  1,000  per  day,  a total  of  10,000 
have  been  received  from  exhibitors  to  date 
for  the  1945  March  of  Dimes.  Some  20  states 
reported  that  their  total  pledges  exceed  last 
year’s. 

At  least  1,000  theatres  that  have  never  be- 
fore taken  part  in  a previous  campaign  have 
been  recruited.  Approximately  14,000  the- 
atres are  expected  to  participate.  This  will 
be  3,000  more  than  last  year. 

South  Dakota,  Charles  Klein,  chairman,  is 
the  latest  state  to  go  over  the  top.  Others 
headed  for  records  are  Arizona,  Harry  Nace, 
chairman;  Rhode  Island,  E.  M.  Fay;  Dela- 
ware, A.  Joseph  De  Fiore;  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Carter  Barron  and  John  J.  Payette;  Vir- 
ginia, W.  F.  Crockett;  Alabama,  R.  M.  Ken- 
nedy and  Bob  Wilby. 

The  forthcoming  campaign  will  be  the 
fourth  in  which  the  industry  has  played  a 
dominant  role.  Totals  collected  each  year 
have  risen  by  leaps  and  bounds  until  this 
year  the  industry’s  goal  is  $5,000,000.  The 
annual  collections  follow: 

1942—  $1,420,568.72. 

1943—  $2,116,539.18. 

1944—  $4,667,520.00. 

Area  Exchange  Chairmen 
Are  Named  by  Connors 

NEW  YORK — Tom  Connors,  exchange 
chairman  for  the  1945  March  of  Dimes,  has 
named  the  following  area  co-chairmen  and 
district  chairmen: 

I.  H.  Rogovin,  Columbia,  Boston;  Mel  Evi- 
don,  Columbia,  Des  Moines;  Lester  Zucker, 
Columbia,  Cleveland;  Earl  A.  Bell,  Warners, 
Denver;  F.  J.  Hannon,  Warners,  Omaha; 
Lester  J.  Bona,  Warners,  St.  Louis;  William 
F.  Gordon,  Warners,  Salt  Lake  City;  R. 
Smelzer,  Warners,  Washington,  D.  C.;  C.  G. 
Eastman,  Paramount,  Albany;  M.  A.  Brown, 
Paramount,  Buffalo;  C.  H.  Weaver,  Para- 
mount, Oklahoma  City;  W.  E.  Truog,  United 
Artists,  Kansas  City. 

Also,  William  Zoellner,  M-G-M,  Atlanta; 
F.  J.  Downey,  M-G-M,  Detroit;  James  Briant, 
M-G-M,  New  Orleans;  William  H.  Work- 
man, M-G-M,  Minneapolis;  Sol  Gottlieb, 
M-G-M,  Pittsburgh;  J.  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M, 
Pittsburgh;  Rovy  F.  Branon,  RKO,  Charlotte; 
Sol  M.  Sachs,  RKO,  Dallas;  B.  Pitkin,  RKO, 
New  Haven;  Charles  Boasberg,  RKO,  New 
York;  E.  A.  Lamb,  RKO,  Seattle;  R.  O.  Wil- 
son, Universal,  Portland,  Ore.;  B.  Rose,  Uni- 
versal, San  Francisco;  Frank  Mantzke,  Uni- 
versal, Milwaukee. 

Also,  Tom  Gilliam,  20th-Fox,  Chicago; 
Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th-Fox,  Los  Angeles; 
Leavitte  Bugie,  20th-Fox,  Cincinnati;  George 
Landis,  20th-Fox,  Indianapolis;  T.  W.  Young, 
20th-Fox,  Memphis;  Sam  Gross,  20th-Fox, 
Philadelphia. 

The  following  district  chairmen  were  ap- 
pointed: 

J.  B.  Underwood,  Columbia,  Dallas;  Henry 
Herbel,  Warners,  Los  Angeles;  A.  M.  Kane, 
Paramount,  Boston;  Jack  Goldhar,  UA;  Jack 
Bowen,  M-G-M,  New  York;  Sam  Shirley, 
M-G-M,  Chicago. 

Every  exchange  will  book  top  boxoffice 
attractions  into  theatres  during  the  MOD 
drive  so  as  to  increase  the  collections.  Mean- 
while, distributor-exhibitor  meetings  are  be- 
ing scheduled  in  all  key  cities. 


Netco  Signs  With  Altec 

NEW  YORK  — Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
has  signed  for  Altec  service  in  the  houses  of 
Netco  Theatre  Corp.  Bert  Sanford,  New 
York  district  manager,  negotiated  for  Altec. 
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AS  THE  YOUNG  FRANCIS 


GREGORY  PECK  THOMAS  MITCHELL  Q VINCENT  PRICE  ©ROSA  STRADNER  ft  RODDY  McDOWALL 

AS  FRANCIS  CHISHOLM  AS  DR.  TULLOCH  VO  AS  ANGUS  MEALY  AS  MOTHER  MARIA-VERONICA  AS  THE  YC 

EDMUND  GWENN  Q|SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE  ttPEGGY  ANN  GARNER  ftlANE  BALL 
JAMES  GLEASON  C*  ANNE  REVERE  £}  RUTH  NELSON  6A  BENSON  FONG  ^Ll 


AS  DR.  FISKE 


AS  AGNES  FISKE  \TJ  AS  LISBETH  CHISHOLM 


AS  MR.  CHIA 


and  PHILIP  AKN  • ARTHUR  SHIELDS  • EDITH  BARRETT  • SARA  ALLGOOD  • RICHARD  LOO  • ROTH  FORD  • KEVIN  O'SHEA  • H.T.TSIANG  • SI-LAN  CHEN  • EDNICE  SOD-I 


DIRECTED  BY 


JOHN  M.  STAHL  •p,oduced“’' JOSEPH  L. 


. SCREEN  PLAY  BY  JOSEPH  L.  MANKIEWICZ  AND  NUNNALLY  JOHNSON  • FROM  THE  NOVEL  BY  A.  J CRONIN 


Magazines . . . radio . . . billboards  tell  the  millions  that  a sensational  best-sellfr  has  become  a memorable  screen  triumph  from 


KEEP 

SELLING 

BONDS! 


CENTURY-FOX 


4a</7fe/ 


mi 


TJ.S.A 


GE  Man  Sees  150  Tele 
Stations  in  Five  Years 


NEW  YORK — Television  discussion  domi- 
nated the  opening  day  of  the  34th  annual 
convention  of  the  National  Retail  Dry  Goods 
Ass’n  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 

Among  the  predictions  made  were: 

James  D.  McLean,  chief  sales  engineer, 
General  Electric;  “Television  will  be  a bil- 
lion dollar  industry,  with  150  stations  oper- 
ating within  five  years.  It  is  a natural  for 
department  store  promotion  activities.” 

P.  C.  McOabe,  sales  executive  The  Austin 
Co.,  Cleveland:  “Some  department  stores  are 
thinking  in  terms  of  station  ownership  for 
fashion  shows,  demonstrations  from  central 
points  and  in  windows.” 

Leonard  P.  Cramer,  executive  vice-presi- 
dent, Allen  B.  DuMont  Laboratories,  Inc.: 
“Intrastore  television  is  directly  tailored  to 
the  needs  of  smaller  stores.  No  costly  trans- 
mitters are  necessary  and  the  equipment  will 
be  ready  shortly  after  the- war.” 

Sees  City  Stations  Year  After  War 

Irwin  A.  Shane,  director  Television  Work- 
shop of  N.Y.:  “All  larger  communities  will 
enjoy  regular  television  service  within  one 
year  after  the  war.  Department  store  net- 
works are  not  far  off  and  they  will  shave  ten 
per  cent  to  20  per  cent  off  advertising 
budgets.” 

Dan  D.  Halpin,  assistant  to  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  RCA:  “A  recent  survey  in  11  cities 
reveals  61.3  per  cent  of  radio  set  owners  are 
ready  to  invest  $200  in  television  receivers. 
Annual  sales  of  3,500,000  units  are  now  an- 
ticipated.” 

Raymond  E.  Nelson,  vice-president  and 
director  of  radio  and  television  for  Charles 
M.  Storm  Co.: 

“Specific  techniques  are  required  for  ef- 
fective television  programs,  with  showman- 
ship a prime  requisite.  People  who  at  first 
came  to  my  house  to  gape  at  a much-adver- 
tised electronic  miracle  found  television  a 
source  of  steady  entertainment  comparable 
to  the  movies.” 

Samuel  H.  Cuff,  manager  station  WABD, 
DuMont:  “There  is  no  place  in  television  for 
stuffed  shirts.  Television  is  an  intimate, 
informal  medium  which  comes  into  the 
home  and  up  close. 

“The  majority  of  television  screens  on  the 
market  will  not  be  the  huge  ones  we  are 
currently  hearing  so  much  about.  Most  tele- 
vision receivers — 'both  table  models  and  com- 
pact consoles — will  probably  not  have  tre- 
mendous screens.  Many  will  have  screens 
bearing  pictures  no  larger  than,  say,  nine 
by  12  inches,  a size  quite  adequate  for  an 
intimate  family  audience.” 

Says  Stores  to  Use  Television 

J.  R.  Poppele,  president  of  the  Television 
Broadcasters  Ass’n  and  an  executive  of  WOR, 
said  department  stores  had  not  used  radio 
extensively  because  it  lacked  visual  appeal, 
but  predicted  television  would  be  an  ideal 
medium  for  this  purpose. 

“Several  manufacturers  are  now  making 
available  to  merchants  plans  on  how  they 
can  equip  their  stores  with  television  as  soon 
as  wartime  restrictions  on  equipment  are  re- 
moved,” he  said.  “Small  television  studios 
can  be  set  up  in  one  section  of  the  store  and 
screens  can  be  prominently  placed  on  all 
floors  and  in  display  windows. 

“Television  equipment,  as  a result  of  war- 
time research,  has  reached  a new  high  in 
perfection.  I should  like  to  mention  a re- 
cent experience  I had  while  attending  a tele- 
vision demonstration.  Seated  about  a large 


screen  television  receiver,  a small  group 
watched  images  picked  up  by  a camera  in  an 
adjoining  room.  The  room  had  no  special 
television  lights — merely  average  room  light- 
ing, and  the  images  were  excellent.  The 
sensitive  lens  also  picked  up  some  of  the 
people  seated  about  the  television  set  and  they 
could  watch  themselves  on  the  television 
screen.” 

This  was  the  first  time  television  has  been 
brought  before  the  country’s  leading  retailers 
in  this  way. 


Predict  "Television  Conventions" 

Two  Yeajrs  After  War  Is  Over 

NEW  YORK — Television  cables,  relays  and 
equipment  will  be  ready  within  two  years 
after  the  war  is  over  and  “television  conven- 
tions” will  be  held,  declared  J.  R.  Poppele, 
president  of  the  Television  Broadcasters  Ass’n, 
before  the  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Retail  Dry  Goods  Ass’n. 


Alexander  Sees  Films  as 
Medium  for  Television 

NEW  YORK — That  the  early  steps  in  tele- 
vision will  be  assisted  largely  by  the  pro- 
duction and  broadcasting  of  short  length  or 
“spot  announcement”  films  is  the  opinion 
of  J.  Don  Alexander,  president  of  the  Alex- 
ander Film  Co. 

Alexander  believes  that  at  the  outset  of 
television,  audiences  will  look  for  economical 
methods  of  production.  Many  national  ad- 
vertisers now  using  minute-movies  can  have 
their  advertising  messages  adapted  easily  to 
television. 

Alexander  says  that  because  theatre  screen 
advertising  delivers  the  advertising  message 
with  sound,  motion  and  color  on  a large 
screen  before  an  attentive  audience,  it  has  a 
natural  background  for  television  production. 


Tele  Ad  Technique  a Topic 

NEW  YORK — Television  advertising  meth- 
ods were  discussed  at  the  January  meeting 
of  the  American  Television  Society  held  in 
the  auditorium  of  the  Museum  of  Modern 
Art.  Allen  T.  Preyer,  president  of  the  Ad- 
vertising Club  of  New  York,  presided. 

Ira  A.  Hirschmann,  vice-president  of  Met- 
ropolitan Television,  Inc.;  Lily  Dache  and 
Jo  Copeland,  and  Wyllis  Cooper,  program 
manager  of  Compton  Advertising,  Inc.,  were 
the  principal  speakers. 


TOP  WESTERN  STAR— Roy  Rogers, 
Republic  Pictures  singing  cowboy,  is 
shown  above  receiving  the  congratula- 
tions of  Ivan  Spear,  western  editor  of 
BOXOFFICE,  for  the  honor  accorded  him 
in  this  publication’s  poll  for  its  annual 
Barometer  edition.  Rogers  was  named 
1944’s  most  popular  western  star  in  the 
balloting  that  embraced  exhibitor  and 
public  to  obtain  the  most  comprehensive 
opinion.  At  the  left  is  a reproduction  of 
the  bronze  plaque  awarded  to  Rogers. 
The  presentation  was  made  last  Tues- 
day evening  on  Rogers’  radio  program  for 
Goodyear  over  Mutual’s  national  net- 
work. 

In  his  acceptance  of  the  award  Rogers 
graciously  shared  credit  with  Bob  Nolan 
and  his  Sons  of  the  Pioneers  and  others 
who  appear  with  him  in  Republic  pic- 
tures and  on  his  air  show. 
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Thriliingly  totd  by  Lt. 


ROBERT 

TAYLOR 


U.S.N.R. 


’'THE  FIGHTING  LADY"  IN  TECHNICOLOR  • A DRAMA 
OF  THE  PACIFIC  • PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  ZONES  OF 
COMBAT  BY  MEN  OF  THE  U.  S.  NAVY  • PHOTOG- 
RAPHY SUPERVISED  BY  CAPTAIN  EDWARD  J. 
STEICHEN,  U.  S.  N.  R.;  LT.  COMDR.  R.  L.  MIDDLETON, 
U.  S.  N.;  LT.  COMDR.  DWIGHT  LONG,  U.S.N.R.; 
PH ILLI PE  DE  LACY  • NARRATION  WRITTEN  BY 
JOHN  STUART  MARTIN 


OPENING  JANUARY  17th,  VICTORIA  THEATRE,  NEW  Y03K! 


WANTED:  11,000,000  SEATS  IN  1945  MARCH  OF  DIMES.  JOIN  NOW! 


By  AL  SHERMAN 


New  "Dies"  Committee  Set 
To  Probe  Film  Industry 

The  film  industry  may  bear  the  brunt  of 
the  alleged  “investigating”  tactics  of  the  new 
“Dies”  Committee,  if  Representative  John 
Rankin,  whose  parliamentary  maneuvers 
forced  this  committee  into  a permanent 
house  status,  has  his  way,  joined  with  other 
reactionary  southern  Democrats  and  reac- 
tionary Republicans.  Plans  to  start  a smear 
drive  against  motion  pictures  are  first  on 
the  agenda  of  the  Committee  to  Investigate 
Un-American  Activities,  it  was  learned  from 
authoritative  sources,  if  Congressman  Ran- 
kin should  be  in  a position  to  crack  the 
whip  over  committee  members.  And  reports 
on  Capitol  Hill  indicate  that  Rankin  will, 
as  coalition  leader  of  the  reactionary  ele- 
ments in  the  house,  be  in  a position  to  do 
some  intensive  whipcracking. 

The  “Dies”  Committee  drive  will  be  in 
reprisal  against  the  determined  support  by 
many  major  film  executives  and  personali- 
ties of  President  Roosevelt  during  the  last 
campaign.  One  of  the  phases  of  the  new 
“Dies”  Committee  investigatory  tactics  will 
be  to  subpoena  the  financial  records  and 
income  tax  reports  of  “suspect”  film  unions 
and  motion  picture  stars  on  the  specious 
plea  that  some  funds  went  secretly  into  the 
support  of  so-called  “subversive”  organiza- 
tions. 

However  attempts  to  use  the  “Dies”  Com- 
mittee to  conduct  a witch  hunt  and  red- 
baiting campaign  against  the  film  industry 
may  be  thwarted  by  Rep.  Jerry  Voorhis, 
(D-Cal.)  and  other  congressmen  who  are 
determined  to  steer  the  Rankin-inspired  in- 
vestigating body  into  proper  channels.  Sev- 
eral congressmen  when  contacted  have  sug- 
gested that  exhibitors  may  be  an  important 
influence  in  urging  the  public  to  force  the 
“Dies”  Committee  into  fulfilling  its  functions 
as  designated  by  Congress  and  not  serve,  as 
in  the  past,  as  a sounding  board  for  re- 
actionaries. 

The  old  Dies  Committee  seemed  headed  for 
the  oblivion  it  deserved  when  its  spearhead, 
former  Rep.  Martin  Dies,  declined  to  run 
again  for  office  after  he  learned  that  his 
Texas  constituents  were  planning  to  revolt 
against  him.  It  was  felt  that  the  committee 
then  would  go  by  the  boards,  especially  as 
two  other  committee  members,  Costello  and 
Starnes,  also  failed  to  win  the  approval  of 
the  voters  in  their  respective  bailiwicks. 

Representative  Rankin,  by  a clever  par- 
liamentary trick,  succeeded  in  forcing  the 
new  Congress  into  approving  permanent 
status  for  the  Committee  to  Investigate  Un- 
American  Activities.  Despite  the  storm  of 
disapproval  which  followed  this  clever 
maneuver,  Congress  voted  to  turn  over  the 
records  of  the  old  Dies  Committee  to  the 
new  group  as  soon  as  it  is  officially  formed. 
The  move  was  followed  by  a request  from 
Rep.  Andrew  May  (D-Ky.)  to  a local  draft 
board  for  a two-week  stay  for  Robert  Strip- 
ling, chief  investigator  for  the  old  Dies 
Committee,  to  help  turn  over  those  records. 
Stripling  is  slated  to  go  immediately  into 
the  army  if  the  stay  is  not  granted. 

The  old  Dies  Committee  records  include 
those  reports  turned  in  by  investigators  who 
went,  more  or  less  thoroughly,  into  motion 
picture  affairs  during  a somewhat  abortive 
attempt  to  “investigate”  film  companies  and 
film  stars  some  time  ago.  Despite  the  fact 
that  these  reports  went  in  more  for  name- 
calling and  less  for  fact,  they  served  as 
headline  material  for  reactionary  elements 
everywhere. 

Meantime,  liberal  groups  are  joining  forces 


with  conservative  elements  in  a drive  to 
eliminate  the  proposed  permanent  “Dies” 
Committe.  Among  the  suggestions  proposed 
is  one  submitted  by  Representative  Voorhis, 
whereby  the  committee  in  its  functions  will 
have  to  hold  regular  meetings,  will  permit 
no  speeches  by  committee  members  on  pend- 
ing investigation,  and  will  permit  accused 
individuals  or  organizations  a chance  to  get 
a public  hearing.  Rep.  Prank  Hook  <D-Mich.) 
is  preparing  a resolution  calling  upon  the 
house  to  vote  again  on  the  “Dies”  Commit- 
tee and  abolish  it  altogether.  If  this  reso- 
lution should  be  held  up  by  the  rules  com- 
mittee, which  voted  seven  to  three  in  favor 
of  the  “Dies”  Committee  continuance,  then 
Congressman  Hook  will  call  for  a discharge 
petition,  thus  forcing  the  Dies  repealer  to 
an  immediate  house  vote. 

Hollywood's  Congresswoman 
Ready  for  Political  Fray 

Hollywood’s  beautiful  and  efficient  con- 
tribution to  the  political  scene,  Mrs.  Helen 
Gahagan  Douglas,  took  office  last  week  de- 
termined to  “learn  everything  possible”  about 
political  life  as  it  is  lived  in  Washington. 
Although  recommended  for  a post  on  the 
powerful  and  important  House  Foreign  Af- 
fairs Committee,  Mrs.  Douglas  asserted  that 
she  will  do  everything  within  her  power  to 
give  the  motion  picture  industry  every  pos- 
sible break  in  legislative  matters. 

Asked  about  the  new  permanent  “Dies” 
Committee,  Mrs.  Douglas  remarked  that  she 
hoped  it  would  be  a “better  committee.” 
Which  is  the  essence  of  charity  from  a film 
personality  whose  film-star  husband,  Maj. 
Melvyn  Douglas,  now  on  active  duty  in  India, 
bore  the  brunt  of  most  of  the  name-call- 
ing indulged  in  by  the  late,  unlamented  Dies 
Committee  when  it  devoted  thousands  of 
dollars  to  futile  investigation  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry. 

Postwar  Community  Planning 
Embraces  Film  Projects 

Virtually  every  postwar  community  plan 
proposed  by  such  organizations  as  the  U.S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  by  Rotary  Clubs,  the 
Committee  for  Economic  Development,  and 
by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  takes 
into  consideration  the  importance  of  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  as  community  factors. 

Recent  surveys  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce  indicate  that  many  postwar 
projects  will  include  over-all  community  ven- 
tures embracing  film  houses  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  community  scheme.  Applications 
for  such  projects  are  under  consideration  by 
civic  authorities  in  many  communities 
throughout  the  United  States. 

In  Washington,  two  such  community  proj- 
ects, each  approximating  $1,000,000  in  cost, 
already  have  received  War  Production  Board 
priority  approval  and  actual  construction  will 
get  under  way  in  the  very  near  future.  Both 
projects  are  planned  by  Fred  Kogod,  presi- 
dent of  the  Kogod-Burka  Theatres,  who  now 
is  being  asked  to  outline  plans  for  similar 
projects  for  interested  exhibitors  in  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

Frank  Boucher,  general  manager  for 
Kogod-Burka  Theatres,  said  the  new  ven- 
tures will  be  all-inclusive,  taking  in  shop- 
ping areas,  bowling  alleys  and  other  amuse- 
ment activities — all  to  be  centered  around 
the  motion  picture  theatre  which  is  designed 
to  form  the  hub  of  the  neighborhood  com- 
munity’s activities.  Boucher  also  pointed  out 
that  such  ventures  take  considerable  initia- 
tive, inasmuch  as  they  are  best  developed 
in  areas  formerly  considered  remote  from 


Answering  YOUR 
Question: 

I’m  just  an  average  exhibitor, 
running  a small- town  theatre,  and 
finding  myself  doing  a lot  of 
paper  work  filling  out  forms. 
Where  can  I get  some  reasonable 
help  in  keeping  the  government 
informed,  without  the  need  for 
going  to  expensive  lawyers  or 
accountants? — P.  B. 

I don’t  want  to  take  business  away 
from  lawyers  or  accountants,  but  your 
Uncle  Sam  has  some  of  the  finest 
brains  in  the  country  on  his  pay  roll. 
Many  of  these  people  are  employed  to 
aid  you  and  a quick  trip  to  the  nearest 
post  office,  revenue  agent  or  commerce 
department  supervisor,  will  bring  you 
expert  help  to  solve  your  problem  of 
forms.  Your  taxes  are  keeping  most  of 
these  skilled  workers  in  their  jobs. 
Why  not  make  use  of  them? 


downtown  shopping  districts. 

“The  tendency  is  to  develop  neighborhood 
areas  and  get  away  from  the  old  theory  that 
so-called  ‘downtown’  theatres  are  all  that  are 
needed  to  serve  a community,”  explained 
Boucher.  As  a case  in  pointed,  Boucher 
pointed  to  Washington’s  fashionable  Spring 
Valley  development  which  now  has  an  ex- 
clusive shopping  center  grouped  around  the 
Apex  Theatre  and  catering  to  a fashionable 
audience  that  seldom  goes  to  downtown 
Washington  for  its  film  entertainment. 

Airplane  Fare  Reductions 
Will  Effect  a Saving 

Proposed  reductions  in  airplane  fares  to 
Hollywood  will  save  the  film  industry  an 
estimated  $250,000  a year,  it  was  revealed 
following  announcement  by  United  Air  Lines 
that  it  plans  to  reduce  passenger  fares  within 
60  days.  This  move,  if  followed  by  the  other 
airline  companies  ferrying  passengers  back 
and  forth  between  Washington,  New  York 
and  Hollywood,  will  result  in  substantial 
savings. 


I've  Heard : 

That  Wallace  K.  Harrison’s  Hemi- 
sphere Films,  Inc.,  may  be  designated  as 
an  official  state  department  organiza- 
tion, concerned  with  film  productions 
designed  to  spread  the  story  of  the 
U.S.  and  its  policies  to  peoples  all  over 
the  world; 

That  Mr.  Harrison,  recently  appointed 
deputy  of  the  Office  of  the  Coordina- 
tor of  Inter-American  Affairs  by  Nel- 
son Rockefeller,  former  head  of  the 
CIAA  and  now  assistant  secretary  of 
state,  is  firmly  convinced  that  films  are 
this  country’s  best  ambassadors  of  good- 
will— so  watch  for  closer  state  depart- 
ment scrutiny  of  Hollywood  movie- 
making; 

That  Louis  Nizer,  film  attorney,  whose 
book  on  how  to  deal  with  German  war 
criminals  caused  a furore  here,  doesn’t 
know  it  yet,  but  he  may  be  asked  to 
accept  an  important  state  department 
post; 

That  Sheldon  Glueck,  brother-in-law 
of  Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief,  motion  pic- 
ture unit,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  also  is  being  consid- 
ered for  a spot  akin  to  the  one  planned 
for  Nizer.  Professor  Glueck’s  book,  “War 
Criminals — Their  Prosecution  and  Pun- 
ishment” also  is  creating  discussion  in 
informed  circles  here. 
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paramount  S Biggest  Musical  ) " 

Since  “Star  Spangled  Rhythm”! 


HERB  COMES 


I 

HER 


Crosby 


He  "Ac-cent-tchu-ates 
the  Positive" 
in  his  first  show  f 
since  "Going 
k My  Way!" 


She’s  twice  as  terri 
bing-bang  blonde  ar 


BULLETIN! 

World  Premiere  Broke 
Every  Xmas  Holiday  Opening 
Record  at  N.  Y.  Paramount! 


OME  HERE  COMES 

I utton  4-  Sonny  T uf ts 


With  Waves 
of  Laughter 

• 

A Salvo  of  Songs 

# 

And  Oceans  of 
Ship-Shape 
Honeys! 


Swamped  by  sea- 
going sweeties 
...  in  his  first 
singing  role! 


s TWINS  ...  a 
romantic  redhead 


* 


There’s  a Thrill 


I 


BING  AND  SONNY  DELIVER  THE  NEXT  NO.  I SONG  HIT 


ONE  OF  THE  6 BIG-PRODUCTION  MUSICAL  NUMBERS 


SONNY’S  ON  THE  CREST  OF  A RED  HEADED  WAVE 


ANOTHER  OF  THE  6 HIT  PARADERS  BY  MERCER  AND  ARLEN 


BING  AND  BETTY  ARE  BOFFO  IN  THEIR  FIRST  SCREEN  DUET 


BING  SINGS  “BLACK  MAGIC”  TO  THOSE  VOODOO  VISIONS 


• • 


In  Every  Still ! 


THOSE  TWO  HUTTONS  EVEN  DANCE  AND  SING  TOGETHER! 


BING’S  A CROONER  WITH  BOBBYSOXERS  IN  HIS  HAIR 


BACKSTAGE  IN  A NAVY  BOUDOIR 


CROONER  CROSBY  PREPARES  TO  DUCK  HIS  PUBLIC 


And  it  has  this  sure  m M A V "V  V T of  Showmanship 

A MARK  SANDRICH 


Production 


And  this  sure  mark  of  greatness 


ARAMOUNT 


MA1RZY  DOATS  HAS 
NEW  SONG  RIVAL 


Hollywood,  Nov.  29  (A.  P.). 

' Move  over  little  lambs  and  give 
this  newcomer  a seat.  Mairzy 
I Doats  has  a first-class  rival. 

Songwriter  Johnny  Mercer  has 
written  what  may  be  tomorrow’s 
most  popular  song.  There  is  a 
catchiness  and  appeal  about  the 
off-meter  tune  and  the  words 
make  a little  sense. 

The  number  is  “Ac-cent-u-ate 
the  Pos-i-tive.” 

Johnny  was  div~; 

Memory  f r _ 
again-' 


And  this  new  No.  1 song  hit  — 


'Ac-cent-tchu-ate  the  Positive'" 


! 


Crosby 


Hetty 

Hutton 


Sonny 


Tufts 


-w 


* * 

with  Ann  Doran  • Gwen  Crawford  • Noel  Neill  • Catherine  Craig  • Marjorie  Henshaw 
Original  Screen  Play  by  Allan  Scott,  Ken  Englund  and  Zion  Myers 
Lyrics  by  Johnny  (G.  I.  Jive)  Mercer  • Music  by  Harold  Arlen 

Directed  by  MARK  SANDRICH 


Republic's  Bookings 
Up  32 1-2%— Grainger 

NEW  YORK — Republic’s  bookings  in- 
creased 32 V2  per  cent  in  1944  over  the  pre- 
vious year,  and  domestic  grosses  for  the  year 
exceeded  all  expectations,  according  to  James 
R.  Grainger,  president  and  general  sales 
manager,  who  spoke  at  the  opening  session 
of  the  regional  sales  meeting  conducted  at 
the  New  York  Athletic  Club. 

Grainger  also  described  the  company’s 
products  for  1945  as  bright,  and  based  his 
remarks  on  the  results  of  such  current  re- 
leases as  “Brazil,”  “Lake  Placid  Serenade,” 
and  the  forthcoming  “Flame  of  the  Barbary 
Coast,”  “Earl  Carroll’s  Vanities”  and  “The 
Amazing  Mr.  M.” 

Herbert  J.  Yates  sr.,  chairman  of  the  board, 
told  the  meeting  that  Republic  will  release 
one  film  each  month  to  cost  more  than 
$1,000,000,  and  will  continue  to  promote  these 
films  with  25  per  cent  of  cost  advertising  and 
publicity  budgets.  He  said  that  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  year  were  based  not  only  on 
the  super  de  luxe  productions,  which  are 
exceeding  all  previous  grosses,  but  also  on 
the  good  results  obtained  on  films  in  other 
groups.  He  cited  such  films  as  “Faces  in 
the  Fog,”  “Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing,”  “End  of 
the  Road,”  and  the  advance  playdate  show- 
ing of  “Stepping  in  Society,”  “The  Chicago 
Kid,”  “Grissley’s  Millions,”  “The  Great 
Flamarion”  and  “The  Big  Showoff.” 

Plans  for  Continued  Expansion 

Yates  discussed  plans  for  continued  ex- 
pansion in  both  the  domestic  and  foreign 
fields.  He  declared  that  the  company’s 
program  of  augmenting  its  staffs  for  inter- 
national operations  would  continue,  with 
particular  accent  on  the  Latin  American 
market.  Republic  recently  established  new 
branch  offices  in  Peru  and  Colombia,  and 
Yates  said  that  further  news  of  development 
in  foreign  operations  would  be  forthcoming 
following  a meeting  with  Morris  Goodman, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign  sales. 
Goodman  recently  completed  an  extensive 
survey  of  South  and  Latin  American  coun- 
tries, and  is  expected  at  the  Republic  studio 
to  discuss  product  possibilities  with  Allen  Wil- 
son, studio  vice-president. 

Yates  also  predicted  that  Wild  Bill  Elliott 
would  register  strongly  at  the  nation’s  box- 
offices.  He  said  that  Eliott  would  be  starred 
in  “The  Fabulous  Texan,”  a top-budget  film, 
and  that  his  western  series  would  receive 
increased  production  and  advertising  budgets. 

The  continued  promotion  being  accorded  to 
Roy  Rogers,  the  company’s  cowboy  star,  is 
bringing  excellent  playdate  returns.  Rogers 
leads  all  groups  of  product,  and  his  films  are 
more  than  40  per  cent  ahead  in  bookings  over 
last  year. 


AT  REPUBLIC  MEET  — James  R. 
Grainger  and  Herbert  J.  Yates  sr.  de- 
tailed the  company’s  expansion  at  a two- 
day  meeting  in  New  York. 

Top — Grainger  (center)  with  (1-r) : 
Jack  Bellman,  Buffalo  branch  manager; 
Jerome  Lewis,  New  Haven;  Arthur  New- 
man, Albany;  Jack  Davis,  New  England 
district  sales  manager,  and  Abe  Weiner, 
recently  appointed  Boston  sales  man- 
ager. Below,  (1-r) : E.  H.  Brauer,  Indian- 
apolis; George  H.  Kirby,  Cincinnati; 
Walter  L.  Titus  jr.,  recently  appointed 
executive  assistant  to  Grainger;  I.  H. 
Pollard,  Detroit;  E.  L.  Walton,  assistant 
general  sales  manager;  Sydney  Lehman, 
Pittsburgh;  Sam  Seplowin,  central  dis- 
trict manager;  S.  P.  Gorrel,  Cleveland. 

Bottom — Yates  and  Joseph  Schild- 
kraut,  who  appears  in  “The  Amazing 
Mr.  M.” 


Gift  Films  Aid  the  Wounded 


Republic  Names  Titus  Jr. 
Branch  Operations  Head 

NEW  YORK — Walter  L.  Titus  jr.  has  been 
appointed  executive  assistant  in  charge  of 
branch  operations  of  Republic.  Appointment 
was  made  by  James  R.  Grainger,  president 
and  general  sales  manager. 

Titus,  who  has  assumed  his  new  post,  will 
accompany  E.  L.  Walton,  assistant  general 
sales  manager,  on  a tour  of  all  the  company’s 
branches  in  the  U.S.  as  well  as  the  Canadian 
offices  of  Empire  Universal  Films,  Ltd.,  Re- 
public’s Canadian  distributors. 

The  tour  will  follow  the  company’s  two  sales 
conferences  in  New  York  and  Chicago.  Wal- 
ton and  Titus  will  attend  Republic’s  coast 
sessions  at  the  North  Hollywood  studios, 
January  22  and  23. 

Herbert  J.  Yates  sr.,  and  Grainger  are  ex- 
pected to  announce  additional  promotions 
after  consultations  on  the  coast. 


HOLLYWOOD— A letter  from  Arthur  L. 
Mayer,  former  New  York  distributor  and  ex- 
hibitor and  now  deputy  commissioner  under 
Stanton  Griffis  of  the  Red  Cross  for  the 
Pacific  area,  informed  Hollywood  how  im- 
portant is  the  industry’s  gift-film  program. 
The  communication  from  Mayer  was  received 
by  the  local  office  of  the  industry’s  War 
Activities  Committee.  Mayer  headquarters 
in  Honolulu. 

“I  have  just  had  my  first  opportunity  to 
see  our  16mm  pictures  being  shown  to  wound- 
ed service  men,”  wrote  Mayer,  who  has  been 
active  in  the  gift-film  program  from  its  in- 
ception. “The  boys  were  lying  feverish,  dis- 
couraged, hopelessly  bored.  Most  were 
orthopedic  cases,  with  arms  and  legs 
stretched  out  in  painful  or  at  best  tedious 
positions.  The  room  was  filled  with  the  hor- 
ror and  heartache  of  war  casualties — and 
then  word  came  a picture  was  to  be  shown. 


“Almost  in  an  instant  the  whole  atmos- 
phere was  transformed.  Eager  interest  re- 
placed despondency.  Beds  were  moved  so 
that  every  one  of  the  30  boys  could  see  the 
screen;  projection  equipment  was  quickly 
rolled  in  and  the  room  darkened. 

“When  the  title  announced  a new  Bob 
Hope  picture,  there  was  a buzz  of  apprecia- 
tive comment  and  some  clapping — from  the 
boys  who  could  clap.  Eager,  almost  breath- 
less interest  followed.  I felt  proud  and  happy 
that  I had  had  even  a small  part  in  arrang- 
ing the  gift,  and  those  who  bore  the  brunt 
of  the  job  would  have  felt  repaid  a hundred- 
fold. Indeed,  I would  have  liked  to  have 
crowded  into  that  hospital  ward  all  of  the 
picture  presidents,  studio  executives,  actors, 
actresses,  authors  and  all  the  rest  of  the  men 
and  women  through  whose  cooperation  the 
gift  was  possible.  They  would  have  been 
proud  of  their  industry  and  of  themselves.” 
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Selected  as 


of  Motion  Pictures 


•/■v 


Cary  Grant 

Adventurous,  reckless, 
smashing,  virile  . . . irt 

"Nont  (rtfk tfcib 

UndyUtaXT" 

with  Miss  ETHEL 

Barrymore 


Barry  FITZGERALD 

June  DUPREZ 
Jane  WYATT 

GEORGE  COULOURIS  • DAN  DURYEA 
ROMAN  BOHNEN- KONSTANTIN  SHAYNE 

Produced  by  David  Hempstead  • Directed  by  Clifford  Odets 
Screen  Play  by  Clifford  Odets 


From  the  novel  by  Richard  Llewellyn 
author  of  "How  Green  Was  My  Valley" 


r ;<  o 

RADIO 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 


"Ten  Little  Indians"  Find  a Home; 
UA-Popular  Deal  Is  Announced 

After  being  kicked  from  productional  pillar 
to  post,  those  ten  li’l  Thespic  papooses  seem 
to  have  found  a home.  A deal  for  the  film 
version  of  Agatha  Christie’s  story  “And  Then 
There  Were  None,”  or  “Ten  Little  Indians,” 
has  been  announced  by  Edward  C.  Raftery, 
president  of  United  Artists.  UA  has  signed 
to  release  the  film  which  is  to  be  produced 
by  Popular  Pictures,  Inc.,  newly  organized  by 
Harry  Popkin  and  Ed  Peskay. 

Popular  has  not  yet  decided  which  title  it 
will  use  for  their  picture,  which  they  have 
financed  privately  with  a reported  budget 
of  $1,100,000.  The  picture  will  be  produced 
and  directed  by  Rene  Clair  from  a screen- 
play by  Dudley  Nichols.  Set  for  the  cast  are 
Barry  Fitzgerald,  Walter  Huston,  Louis  Hay- 
ward, Roland  Young  and  Mischa  Auer.  The 
picture  will  go  into  production  at  the  Gold- 
wyn  Studio  before  January  15.  Harry  Pop- 
kin  is  president  of  the  new  producing  unit, 
Ed  Peskay,  vice-president  and  Ben  Peskay 
secretary.  Associate  producer  on  the  picture 
is  Leo  Popkin. 

Phil  Ryan  Opening  New  Offices; 

Is  in  Production  on  His  Own 

Phil  Ryan,  veteran  distribution  and  pro- 
duction executive,  whose  last  venture  was  a 
partnership  with  Cinemactor  Pat  O’Brien — 
the  pair  made  “Secret  Command”  for  Colum- 
bia distribution — has  opened  new  offices  and 
announces  he  will  engage  in  production  of 
his  own,  as  well  as  act  as  financial  counsel 
for  free-lance  stars,  writers  and  directors. 
Ryan  announced  that  he  plans  to  produce  a 
minimum  of  three  features  a year. 

J.  C.  Copeland  Another  Neophyte 
To  Making  of  Independent  Film 

Comes  still  another  neophyte  to  the  inde- 
pendent production  field.  J.  C.  Copeland, 
who  was  well  known  in  the  Canadian  radio 
field  as  a distributor  and  a producer  of  air 
shows,  has  opened  offices  and  announced  he 
will  make  a series  of  feature  pictures  which 
he  will  finance  himself.  No  organization  or 
distributing  setup  has  been  established. 

A Location  Jaunt  Is  Completed 
By  DOS  for  “Duel  in  the  Sun" 

Because  the  curbing  of  wartime  travel  and 
other  necessary  facilities  has  materially  re- 
stricted the  practice,  of  interest  are  plans 
for  one  of  the  big  western  location  jaunts 
being  completed  by  David  O.  Selznick  for  his 
Technicolor  opus,  “Duel  in  the  Sun,”  which 
goes  before  the  cameras  on  the  rolling  plains 
40  miles  east  of  Tucson,  Ariz„  on  January  29. 

Being  prepared  for  the  initial  scenes  is  a 
12-room  ranchhouse,  complete  in  every  detail. 
Director  King  Vidor  has  returned  from 
Tucson  after  obtaining  the  Santa  Rita  Hotel 
there.  The  hotel  will  be  taken  over  in  its 
entirety  to  house  the  location  cast  and  crew. 

Business  Looks  Up  in  Story  Mart 
As  Studios  Unlimber  Bank  Rolls 

Business  was  looking  up  for  the  money 
changers  in  Hollywood’s  literary  temple  as 
more  properties  were  purchased  by  the 
studios  than  during  many  recent  weeks. 

Acquisition  of  “Dark  Page,”  psychological 
drama  by  Sgt.  Sammy  Fuller,  was  announced 
by  Howard  Hawks,  producer-director  at  War- 
ners ...  A pair  went  to  RKO  Radio:  “Any- 
thing Can  Happen,”  a new  novel  by  George 
and  Helen  Papshvily  which  is  the  Book-of- 
the-Month  Club  selection  for  January,  is  a 
comedy  drama,  which  tells  the  story  of  a 


RAW  STOCKS  A PROBLEM  — Dr. 
Herbert  T.  Kalmus,  head  of  Techni- 
color, goes  into  a conference  with  Walt 
Disney  on  prints  for  “The  Three  Cabel- 
leros”  and  forthcoming  productions. 


Georgian  immigrant  who  comes  to  the  United 
States  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  Second 
was  “Fabulous  Alibi,”  an  original  story  by 
Dane  Lussier.  It  will  be  brought  to  the 
screen  under  the  guidance  of  Executive  Pro- 
ducer Sid  Rogell.  Lussier  also  was  signed 
to  write  the  screenplay. 

Frank  Ross  bought  rights  to  “The  Personal 
Touch,”  a musical  with  six  feminine  leads 
and  a male  who  belongs  legally  to  all  of 
them.  The  story  is  by  William  Hebert,  Ross’ 
advertising  and  publicity  director,  and  found 
its  origin  in  the  recent  feature  carried  by 
the  wire  and  photo  syndicates  to  the  effect 
that  six  Goldwyn  Girls,  struck  by  the  looks 
of  Allan  Dodd,  one  of  the  dancers  in  “The 
Wonder  Man,”  formed  a syndicate  to  advance 
his  career  . . . Columbia  purchased  an  original 
from  James  Edward  Grant  and  signed  him 
to  a pact  to  write  the  screenplay  and  pro- 
duce the  picture.  The  Grant  story,  “A 
Mother  for  May,”  is  a period  piece  laid  in  a 
small  town  of  45  years  ago,  revolving  about 
a young  fellow  who  hates  both  work  and  re- 
sponsibility but  winds  up  with  plenty  of  both. 

Screen  rights  to  “Black  Market  Babies,” 
story  by  Virginia  Reid  which  appeared  in 
the  Woman’s  Home  Companion,  have  been 
purchased  by  Monogram  Producer  Lindsley 
Parsons.  The  film  will  form  a part  of  the 
1944-45  program. 

"U"  Assigns  "White  Tie  and  Tails" 

To  Associate  Producer  Gene  Lewis 

“White  Tie  and  Tails,”  a story  idea  of  a 
young  man  and  his  first  dress  suit,  and  a 
newcomer  to  Universal’s  list,  has  been  as- 
signed to  Associate  Producer  Gene  Lewis  to 
develop  and  produce.  Lester  Pine  will  write 
the  treatment  . . . Another  newie,  this  time 
at  Monogram,  is  “The  Radar  Mystery,”  orig- 
inal screenplay  which  will  form  the  basis  of 
the  next  Charlie  Chan  film  starring  Sidney 
Toler.  James  S.  Burkett  will  produce,  Phil 
Rosen  direct. 

Ann  Sothern  Involved  With  Crew 
Of  Bomber  in  "Up  Goes  Maisie" 

Casting  news  from  Metro  studio  was  the 
tipoff  on  a pair  of  additions  to  the  Culver 
City  lot’s  production  agendum.  Ann  Soth- 
ern will  be  starred  in  a new  Maisie  picture, 
“Up  Goes  Maisie,”  to  be  produced  by  George 
Haight.  Story  is  an  original  by  Thelma  Rob- 
inson Watson,  who  also  is  doing  the  screen-' 
play.  This  time  Maisie  becomes  involved 
with  the  crew  of  an  army  bomber. 

A departure  from  their  usual  type  of  com- 
edy will  be  introduced  by  Bud  Abbott  and 


Lou  Costello  for  their  next  Metro  comedy, 
“Close  Shave.”  Known  as  a team,  Abbott 
and  Costello  have  never  exploited  their  abili- 
ties as  individual  funnymen.  In  “Close 
Shave”  they  will.  Original  idea  for  this  film 
was  evolved  by  Martin  Gosch,  who  produced 
the  team’s  recent  series  of  air  shows  and 
who  will  make  “Close  Shave”  his  initial  film 
production.  Nat  Perrin  and  Lou  Breslow 
have  been  assigned  the  screenplay.  Story 
takes  place  partly  within  a Hollywood  film 
studio. 

Lesser  Completes  Organization 
Of  His  Newly-Formed  Company 

Expanding  his  organization  and  his  plans, 
Independent  Producer  Sol  Lesser  has  de- 
clared that  more  than  $5,000,000  will  be  spent 
during  1945  in  the  production  of  motion  pic- 
tures and  stage  plays  by  his  newly-formed 
company  to  be  known  as  Sol  Lesser  Produc- 
tions, Inc.  Organization  of  the  new  corpora- 
tion has  been  completed  with  Lesser  as  presi- 
dent; Louis  R.  Lurie  San  Francisco,  as  vice- 
president,  and  Jean  Hersholt,  M.  B.  Silber- 
berg  and  Mike  Rosenberg  as  other  members 
of  the  board  of  directors.  The  new  outfit  is 
capitalized  at  $1,000,000  in  the  state  of  Cali- 
fornia, with  banking  arrangements  for  an 
additional  $3,000,000. 

A stock  company  of  players  is  being  or- 
ganized under  the  direction  of  Hersholt.  The 
company  is  also  building  up  an  organization 
of  associate  producers,  writers  and  directors. 
Players  already  under  contract  include  Lon 
McCallister,  Johnny  Weissmuller,  Brenda 
Joyce,  Johnny  Sheffield,  Cheryl  Walker  and 
Marjorie  Riordan.  Associate  producers  signed 
are  Allen  Rivkin,  Kurt  Neumann  and  A1 
Kaufman. 

Barnett  Briskin  is  general  manager  for  the 
new  company  and  Louis  Hyman  heads  sales 
and  distribution.  Sol  Lesser  Productions,  Inc., 
will  be  represented  in  the  east  by  Seymour 
Poe. 

Lesser  revealed  additionally  that  he  had 
signed  a deal  with  Edgar  Rice  Burroughs 
which  gives  the  producer  screen  rights  to  the 
author’s  Tarzan  stories  and  the  character  for 
the  next  20  years. 

Warners  Promotes  Arnold  Albert 
To  Status  of  Feature  Producer 

News  of  executive  and  creative  personnel 
continued  at  recent  high  levels.  At  Warners, 
Arnold  Albert,  who  has  been  serving  as  an 
assistant  to  Gordon  Hollingshead.  head  of 
the  shorts  department,  was  promoted  to  fea- 
ture producer  status  . . . Another  Warner 
change  saw  Bill  Rice  upped  to  the  post  of 
assistant  to  Alex  Evelove,  studio  publicity 
head,  succeeding  D.  D.  Durr,  resigned  . . . 
Jack  L.  Warner  announced  appointment  of 
Irving  Yergin,  former  home  office  exploita- 
tion representative,  as  assistant  to  Steve 
Trilling  and  also  to  himself  . . . RKO  Radio 
this  week  gave  new  long-term  contracts  to 
two  studio  executives.  Sid  Rogell  will  con- 
tinue as  executive  producer  and  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  from  15  to  20  features  on  the 
studio  schedule  for  the  current  year.  J.  J. 
Nolan  will  continue  in  charge  of  all  talent 
as  an  executive  assistant  to  Charles  W. 
Koerner. 

From  the  same  studio  came  word  that  Pro- 
ducer David  Hempstead  had  requested  and 
received  cancellation  of  his  contract  because 
of  ill  health  . . . George  Sherman  was  signed 
by  Columbia  to  a long-term  pact  as  a pro- 
ducer-director in  the  Leonard  Picker  pro- 
duction unit. 

Warners'  1944-45  Shorts  Program 
Will  Be  Completed  in  January 

Warners’  1944-45  short  subject  program  will 
be  completed  in  January.  Early  next  month, 
Norman  Moray,  short  subject  sales  manager, 
will  visit  the  studio  to  go  over  1945-46  pro- 
gram with  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  pro- 
ducer, and  Gordon  Hollingshead,  shorts  pro- 
ducer. The  new  program  opens  in  February. 
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daringly  told  . . . screened 
in  super  suspense  and  heart- 
thrilled  mystery  from  the 
gripping  pages  of  Margaret 
Carpenter's  sensational 
best-seller! 
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Monogram  Quarterly 
Net  Shows  a Rise 

NEW  YORK  — Monogram  Pictures  Corp. 
reports  a net  of  $33,159  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing Sept.  30,  1944,  an  increase  of  $2,737  over 
the  same  period  the  previous  year,  after  de- 
duction of  federal  income  and  excess  prof- 
its taxes. 

Gross  domestic  film  rentals  for  the  cur- 
rent quarter  have  increased  42  per  cent 
over  the  same  period  last  year  and  foreign 
rentals  have  gained  34  per  cent.  Gross  prof- 
its, before  provision  for  federal  income  and 
excess  profits  taxes,  were  $106,634.21,  com- 
pared with  $102,732.25  for  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  1943. 

In  connection  with  the  report,  W.  Ray 
Johnston,  president,  said  the  company’s  dis- 
tribution methods  in  Great  Britain  had  been 
changed.  In  the  past  the  company  has  been 
paid  in  advance  against  prospective  rentals. 
Hereafter  the  company  will  be  paid  out  of 
current  receipts  and  will  receive  higher  per- 
centages. These  advances  were  included  in 
the  quarterly  figures  last  year.  On  a com- 
parable basis,  the  figures  for  the  first  quar- 
ter of  this  year  would  have  reflected  an  addi- 
tion gross  of  about  $35,000.  The  increased 
receipts  from  Great  Britain  will  not  be  re- 
flected in  reports  for  pictures  delivered  after 
Aug.  1,  1944,  until  about  six  months  after 
the  arrival  of  the  negative  in  England. 

Sales  on  the  current  season’s  product,  up 
to  December  17,  were  about  50  per  cent 
ahead  of  the  previous  year,  says  Johnston. 

Bernard  Klein  Appointed 
To  Filmack  Sales  Post 

CHICAGO — Bernard  Klein,  former  sales 
manager  of  the  Screen  Advertising  Service 
Co.  here,  has  been  appointed  sales  promotion 
manager  for  Filmack  Laboratories,  a division 
of  Filmack  Trailer  Co.  Klein  will  promote 
the  use  of  motion  pictures  by  industrial  and 
commercial  accounts. 

Other  recent  additions  to  Filmack  include 
Seymour  Kain,  director  of  advertising,  for- 
merly of  the  promotion  department  of  Esquire 
magazine,  assisted  by  Miss  Patricia  Dolla- 
han,  recently  connected  with  Foote,  Cone  & 
Belding  Co.  on  the  west  coast. 


Barry  Fitzgerald  Freed 

HOLLYWOOD — Barry  Fitzgerald,  56-year- 
old  actor  who  made  a hit  in  the  role  of  the 
aged  priest  in  “Going  My  Way,”  was  freed 
this  week  on  a charge  of  manslaughter 
growing  out  of  a traffic  accident  in  which 
Mrs.  Mary  Farrar,  87,  was  killed  while  cross- 
ing Hollywood  Blvd.  Defense  attorneys 
proved  Fitzgerald  had  not  been  drinking; 
that  he  stopped  to  render  aid;  that  the  light- 
ing condition  made  it  hard  for  him  to  see 
the  woman.  The  presiding  judge  criticized 
the  prosecution  for  bringing  the  charge  in 
the  first  place. 


Altec  Signs  Two  Circuits 

CINCINNATI — Two  more  circuits  in  this 
territory  have  signed  up  for  Altec  Service, 
according  to  Warren  Conner,  district  man- 
ager of  the  corporation.  Contracts  were 
signed  last  week  with  Lincoln  & King  Coal 
circuit  and  11  theatres  of  the  Midwestern 
Booking  Agency. 


"Window"  Set  for  Palace 

NEW  YORK— “The  Woman  in  the  Win- 
dow,” one  of  the  four  on  the  current  RKO 
lineup  from  International  Pictures,  will  fol- 
low “Experiment  Perilous”  in  the  RKO  Pal- 
ace shortly. 


Some  Attention  Is  Paid 
To  Willie  and  George 

Chicago— Willie  Bioff  and  George  E. 
Browne  got  off  a train  here,  covered  by 
cops,  but  were  not  seen  at  the  Randolph 
Street  haunts. 


UA  Drops  National 
Sales  Convention 

NEW  YORK — In  line  with  the  govern- 
ment’s ban  on  conventions,  United  Artists 
dropped  plans  for  its  annual  sales  conclave. 
In  its  place,  the  company  held  a two-day 
district  managers’  sales  meeting  on  January 
8-9. 

Highlights  were  an  over-all  discussion  on 
sales  policies  in  connection  with  the  forth- 
coming product,  and  plans  for  national  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  campaigns.  In  addi- 
tion to  eight  district  managers,  the  meeting 
was  attended  by  the  company’s  top  executives 
and  several  division  sales  chiefs. 


NEW  YORK — There’s  one  advantage  in 
independent  producing,  says  Charles  R.  Rog- 
ers— the  overhead  stops  between  pictures.  On 
the  other  hand,  some  very  long  range  plan- 
ning is  necessary.  One  of  the  four  pictures 
he  is  now  planning,  “One  Man’s  Family,” 
may  not  be  released  for  18  months. 

Because  of  the  shortage  of  raw  stock — 
especially  Technicolor — requirements  have  to 
be  stated  long  in  advance.  Getting  the  serv- 
ices of  directors  and  players  also  requires 
planning  far  into  the  future,  because  they 
may  have  commitments  elsewhere.  For  each 


CHARLES  R.  ROGERS 


new  production  a complete  new  staff  is  as- 
sembled. 

Rogers  has  one  completed  and  ready  for 
release  by  United  Artists.  It  is  “Delightfully 
Dangerous.”  He  is  in  New  York  to  discuss 
selling  plans.  Morton  Gould,  well  known 
composer  and  conductor,  appears  in  pictures 
for  the  first  time.  Rogers  is  so  enthusiastic 
about  the  way  in  which  Gould  switches  from 
classical  music  to  the  “hot”  type  that  he  has 


Arch  Heath,  Veteran  Film 
Executive,  Is  Stricken 

NEW  YORK  — Stricken  suddenly  in  his 
Tudor  City  apartment,  Arch  Heath,  54,  vet- 
eran motion  picture  executive,  died  here  en 
route  to  hospital,  January  7.  Since  Pearl 
Harbor  Heath  had  been  active  in  government 
work,  producing  pictures  for  the  signal  corps 
and  film  strips  for  OWI  overseas  branch. 

Born  in  Brooklyn,  Heath  became  succes- 
sively a newspaper  cartoonist,  actor  and 
writer.  He  entered  pictures  in  1914,  creating 
propaganda  for  Woodrow  Wilson’s  presiden- 
tial campaign.  Subsequently  he  became  gen- 
eral manager  of  General  Film  Co.’s  eastern 
unit. 

Following  dissolution  of  that  company  by 
governmental  decree,  Heath  moved  to  Cali- 
fornia and  produced  Pathe  serials  for  many 
years.  Hal  Roach  next  engaged  him  to  make 
Max  Davidson  comedies,  released  by  M-G-M. 
From  the  Roach  lot  he  returned  to  Pathe, 
there  directing  “The  Mark  of  a Frog,” 
“Masked  Menace,”  “Melody  of  Love,”  “Mod- 
ern Love,”  etc.  Later  he  became  studio  man- 
ager at  Universal  City. 


signed  Gould  to  work  on  “Angel  on  My 
Shoulder”  later  in  the  year. 

When  he  returns  to  the  coast  Rogers  will 
get  going  on  “My  Wild  Irish  Rose.”  He 
plans  a St.  Patrick’s  Day  start.  It  will  be 
in  Technicolor  and  will  cost  about  $1,500,000. 
The  story  is  based  on  the  life  of  Chauncey 
Olcott.  Lee  Sullivan,  a 29-year-old  tenor, 
will  be  introduced  in  the  picture.  Rogers  is 
now  negotiating  for  two  feminine  leads. 

“Angel  on  My  Shoulder,”  a fantasy  by 
Harry  Siegel,  with  Brian  Donlevy  in  the 
principal  male  role,  will  follow  “Rose.”  This 
is  the  story  of  a racketeer  who  arrives  in  the 
lower  regions  following  his  death,  meets  some 
of  those  whom  he  has  “rubbed  out,”  and  de- 
velops a desire  to  go  back  to  earth  to  make 
amends.  The  start  will  depend  upon  when 
Donlevy  is  free  from  commitments  he  has 
with  Paramount  and  M-G-M. 

“Varga  Girl,”  third  on  the  program,  will  be 
delayed  several  months.  He  has  an  arrange- 
ment with  Esquire  for  an  elaborate  campaign 
in  connection  with  the  choice  of  12  Varga 
girls  in  12  separate  regions  of  the  country. 
Varga  will  draw  a beautiful  girl  without  a 
head  and  the  search  will  be  to  find  suitable 
faces.  Varga  began  his  career  drawing  post- 
ers for  Ziegfeld.  This  will  be  a $2,000,000 
production. 

While  Rogers  has  plans  for  “One  Man’s 
Family,”  an  adaptation  of  radio  program,  the 
story  has  not  yet  been  started.  Carleton 
Morse,  creator  of  the  radio  serial,  will  work 
on  it.  He  intends  to  have  Morse  announce 
at  the  start  of  the  picture  that  the  story  is 
material  that  has  never  been  put  on  the  air. 
The  radio  players  will  not  be  employed. 

The  total  budget  for  these  will  run  around 
$4,500,000. 


New  Trial  Is  Requested 
In  Suit  on  Plagiarism 

ST.  LOUIS — Twentieth-Fox  has  filed  mo- 
tion for  a new  trial  in  the  plagiarism  suit 
filed  against  the  film  company  by  Marie 
Cooper  Oehler  Dieckhaus,  in  connection  with 
the  production  “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band.” 
Mrs.  Dieckhaus  was  winner  of  the  first  round 
of  the  court  skirmish,  the  court  holding 
against  20th-Fox. 


Rogers  Plans  For  Four  Productions 
Cover  a Period  of  Eighteen  Months 
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Hang  Out  Own  Shingles 
Is  Trend  in  Hollywood 


HOLLYWOOD — In  undreamed  of  numbers, 
Hollywoodians  are  going  into  business  for 
themselves. 

Executives,  writers,  directors  and  actors, 
who  before  the  war  seemed  content  with  a 
place  on  a major  company’s  pay  roll — and 
usually  at  a prince’s  ransom  weekly  figure — 
are  now  rushing  to  join  the  ever-lengthening 
parade  of  those  who  are  hanging  out  their 
own  shingles. 

Reasons  for  this  precedential  and  some- 
what hectic  rush  toward  becoming  more  or 
less  independent  producers  are  many.  Most 
of  them,  understandably  enough,  sprout  from 
a common  stem — a natural  desire  to  par- 
ticipate to  a greater  degree  in  the  lush  prof- 
its which,  under  current  boom  conditions, 
result  from  their  creative  or  Thespic  abili- 
ties; and,  more  importantly,  to  hold  onto  a 
larger  proportion  of  their  yearly  incomes. 

And  it  seems  a reasonable  assumption  that 
the  trend  will  continue  to  grow  just  so  long 
as  the  motion  picture  business  enjoys  the 
prosperity  which  is  now  its  fortunate  lot;  and 
so  long  as  income  taxes  on  individual  sal- 
aries remain  at  their  present  high  levels. 
The  film  capital  apparently  is  of  the  gen- 
eral opinion  that  the  tax  structure  is  more 
flexible — or  something — when  an  individual 
is  treated  to  a bit  of  financial  legerdemain 
which  turns  him  into  a corporation.  How 
much  logic  there  is  in  such  theory  is  a 
question  for  the  tax  experts  to  answer,  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  a potent 
factor  in  influencing  the  film  capital’s  or- 
ganizational setup. 

Decentralization  Process 

Just  what  ultimate  effect  the  urge  toward 
establishing  new  film-making  units  will  have 
on  product,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality, 
remains  to  be  seen.  The  situation  differs 
considerably  from  one  which  might  be  estab- 
lished if  a number  of  new  independent  pro- 
ducers, independent  in  the  more  orthodox 
sense,  were  entering  the  field.  Most  of  the 
salaried  individuals  who  are  becoming  their 
own  men — and,  in  some  cases,  women — have 
arranged  or  are  arranging  to  release  their 
pictures  through  established  distribution 
channels.  It  seems  to  follow,  therefore,  that 
the  effect  is  to  decentralize  production  rather 
than  increase  it.  The  major  companies  who 
distribute  the  finished  offerings  of  the  em- 
ployes-tumed-producers  probably  will  trim 
their  own  volume  of  production  to  compen- 
sate. 

Another  inescapable  observation  in  con- 


nection with  the  trend  is,  in  one  respect, 
reminiscent  of  the  medieval  guilds  inasmuch 
as,  in  several  instances,  two  or  more  crea- 
tors and  artists  have  banded  together  to  set 
up  their  own  company. 

A classic  example  of  such  International 
Pictures,  one  of  the  first  and  most  promising 
examples  of  the  new  share-cropping  outfits. 

Joining  forces  to  form  International  were 
William  Goetz,  who  left  an  executive  post 
at  20th  Century-Fox,  and  Leo  Spitz,  promi- 
nent industry  executive  and  one-time  presi- 
dent of  RKO  Radio  Pictures.  The  pair  ob- 
tained an  RKO  Radio  release  and  added  to 
their  contract  roster  Nunnally  Johnson,  who 
left  a writer-producer  spot  at  20th-Fox;  Pro- 
ducer-Director William  Seiter;  David  Lewis, 
New  York  stage  producer,  and  Gary  Cooper, 
who  joined  the  organization  as  producer-star 
of  his  own  company.  Cooper  is  currently 
shooting  “Along  Came  Jones,”  western  which 


UNPRECEDENTED  MEETING— Film- 
dom’s  representatives  gathered  on  the 
south  portico  of  the  White  House  in 
Washington  recently,  after  meeting 
President  Roosevelt  and  pledging  the  in- 
dustry’s untiring  support  in  the  crusade 
against  polio. 

A panorama  of  these  film  prominents 
is  shown  below  on  this  and  the  facing 
page.  On  this  page,  left  to  right: 

Leonard  Goldenson  and  Spyros  Skour- 
as,  executive  committee;  Harry  C.  Ar- 
thur, Missouri;  H.  B.  Pride,  attorney; 
Tom  Connors,  executive  committee; 
Robert  Peratrovich  jr.,  Alaska;  Arthur 
Lehman,  Mississippi;  Harry  Nace,  Ari- 
zona; Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois;  Edward  C. 
Dowden,  publicity  committee;  Milas 
Hurley,  New  Mexico;  Hugh  G.  Martin, 
Georgia;  Marvin  Eder,  Canal  Zone;  M. 
C.  Cooper,  North  Dakota;  J.  Myer  Schine, 
New  York. 

Also  John  B.  Carroll  Maine;  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  Texas;  Max  Yellen,  New  York; 
R.  M.  Kennedy,  Alabama;  Edward  Cuddy, 
Massachusetts;  Melvin  Morrison,  New 
Hampshire;  W.  F.  Crockett,  Virginia;  M. 
A.  Lightman,  Arkansas;  John  Payette, 
District  of  Columbia;  Albert  Law,  Cali- 
fornia; Harry  Katz,  Indiana;  Harry  Kal- 
mine,  executive  committee;  Samuel 
Rinzler,  New  York;  Oscar  A.  Doob, 
Malcolm  Kingsberg  and  S.  H.  Fabian, 
executive  committee;  Fred  Schwartz, 
New  York;  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  exec- 
utive committee. 


toplines  himself  and  Loretta  Young. 

Other  films  on  the  International  agenda 
include  the  recently-released  “Casanova 
Brown,”  “The  Woman  in  the  Window”  and 
“Belle  of  the  Yukon,”  “It’s  a Pleasure,” 
which  is  completed;  and  “Tomorrow  Is  For- 
ever,” “Home  Is  the  Sailor”  and  “The  Coun- 
tess of  Monte  Cristo,”  in  preparation. 

Another  example  of  the  tendency  to  pool 
talent  is  Mutual  Productions,  organized  by 
Fred  MacMurray  and  Leslie  Fenton,  who 
have  announced  intention  of  adding  others 
to  their  company.  MacMurray,  who  is  under 
seven-year  contract  to  20th  Century-Fox  with 
permission  to  do  outside  pictures,  will  star 
in  their  first  effort,  “Pardon  My  Past,”  with 
Fenton  serving  as  producer-director. 

Teamed  for  a pair  of  pictures,  and  pos- 
sibly more,  are  Jack  H.  Skirball,  who  re- 
cently completed  “It’s  in  the  Bag”  for  United 
Artists,  and  Bruce  Manning,  erstwhile  Uni- 
versal writer-producer.  They  have  “Guest 
Wife,”  Don  Ameche-Claudette  Colbert  co- 
starrer,  before  the  cameras  for  UA  and  have 
announced  the  purchase  of  “French  Town” 
for  an  undisclosed  release.  Handling  the 
megaphone  on  “Guest  Wife”  is  Sam  Wood, 
himself  an  independent  producer.  Wood  has 
scheduled  for  Columbia  release  “Jubal 
Troop”  and  owns  several  other  properties 
which  he  will  produce  independently. 

The  Samuel  Bronston  Setup 

Samuel  Bronston,  United  Artists  producer, 
announced  plans  for  a unit  similar  to  the 
International  setup  and  signed  Lewis  Mile- 
stone to  produce  and  direct  “A  Walk  in  the 
Sun,”  which  is  nearing  completion.  Also  on 
the  Bronston  slate  are  “Borrowed  Night,” 
“The  Red  Pony”  and  “Decision.” 

Another  new  team  in  the  UA  family  are 
Harry  Joe  Brown,  former  Fox  producer,  and 
Sig  Schlager,  production  executive,  whose 
company  Producers  Corp.  of  America  was 
launched  with  “Knickerbocker  Holiday,”  and 
now  has  in  preparation  “This  Crazy,  Lovely 
World”  and  “The  Old  West.” 

Mary  Pickford  and  Sam  Coslow,  who  left 
a producing  post  at  Paramount,  are  joining 
talents  to  bring  to  the  United  Artists  lineup 
the  screen  version  of  the  Broadway  hit,  “One 
Touch  of  Venus.”  Beyond  this,  they  have 
announced  no  plans,  but  Miss  Pickford  owns 
a number  of  properties,  including  “Junior 
Miss,”  which  will  probably  be  put  before 
cameras  for  UA. 

Mingling  the  techniques  of  stage  and 
screen,  Sol  Siegel,  recently  on  Columbia’s 
pay  roll,  resigned  to  join  George  Abbott  and 
F.  Hugh  Herbert  in  the  production,  for  Co- 
lumbia release,  of  Abbott  and  Herbert’s  hit 
play,  “Kiss  and  Tell.”  Shirley  Temple  has 
been  secured  for  the  stellar  role. 

Pat  O’Brien  and  Talent  Agent  Phil  Ryan 
formed  Terneen  Productions,  whose  first 
film,  “Secret  Command,”  was  released  by 
Columbia.  O’Brien  starred;  Ryan  produced. 
Future  Terneen  product  has  not  been  re- 
vealed, but  O’Brien  meanwhile  has  commit- 
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ments  to  star  in  other  films  including  one 
for  RKO  Radio,  and  Ryan  has  announced 
his  intentions  of  entering  independent  pro- 
duction on  his  own  with  his  current  plans 
calling  for  a minimum  of  three  films  an- 
nually. 

Among  early  entrants  into  the  independent 
field  were  the  Cagney  Bros. — Actor  James 
and  Producer  William— both  of  whom  had 
had  successful  careers  at  Warner  Bros. 

With  a UA  release,  they  have  one  picture, 
“Johnny  Come  Lately,”  in  circulation,  sev- 
eral others  on  their  program,  including 
“Blood  on  the  Sun,”  currently  being  lensed, 
and  “Bugles  in  the  Afternoon,”  “Only  the 
Valiant,”  and  “The  Stray  Lamb.” 

Many  are  the  Hollywood  prominents  who 
have  become  producing  corporations  indi- 
vidually. High  on  the  list  is  Hal  B.  Wallis, 
who  recently  resigned  a top  spot  at  Warners 
to  form  his  own  unit  at  Paramount.  Forth- 
coming Wallis  product  includes  “The  Love 
Letters,”  “The  Affairs  of  Susan,”  “The 
Searching  Wind,”  “Don’t  Ever  Grieve  Me,” 
and  “Whenever  I Remember.” 

Winning  release  from  his  Paramount  exec- 
utive producer’s  pact  to  establish  a similar 
talent-and-profit-sharing  unit,  B.  G.  De  Syl- 
va  now  heads  his  own  company  on  the  Mara- 
thon St.  lot. 

De  Sylva’s  first  under  his  own  banner  will 
be  “Stork  Club.” 

United  Artists  has  embraced  many  of  the 
newcomer  indie  producers.  Among  the  first 
was  Hunt  Stromberg,  who  left  a Metro  pro- 
ducer’s post  to  head  his  own  unit. 

Productions  by  Stromberg 

Stromberg  has  “Lady  of  Burlesque”  and 
“Guest  in  the  House”  in  release,  and  is  pre- 
paring “Young  Widow,”  “Dishonored  Lady” 
and  “Glamour  Girl.” 

From  a 20th-Fox  directorial  spot,  Andrew 
Stone  stepped  out  to  form  his  own  UA  com- 
pany. Currently  preparing  is  “Bedside 
Manner.” 

Lester  Cowan,  after  making  “The  Com- 
mandos Strike  at  Dawn”  for  Columbia, 
joined  UA  for  whom  he  recently  completed 
“Tomorrow  the  World,”  and  has  partially 
shot  “GI  Joe.” 

Among  stellar-topliners-turned-producers 
for  UA  is  Bing  Crosby,  whose  organization 
recently  wound  up  “The  Great  John  L.”  The 
Groaner,  however,  took  neither  producer 
credit  nor  a part  in  the  film. 

Latest  addition  to  the  group  is  Constance 
Bennett  who  will  produce  “Paris  Under- 
ground,” for  which  Dorothy  Parker  will  do 
the  screenplay.  Connie  will  double  in  brass 
as  producer  and  star. 

Warner  Bros,  adds  to  its  product  the  fea- 
tures made  by  Arrowhead  Productions,  Inc., 
newly-formed  unit  headed  by  Mervyn  LeRoy, 
who  was  a salaried  member  of  the  Burbank 
lot  before  going  to  Metro  several  years  ago. 
LeRoy  is  scheduled  to  complete  direction  of 
Frank  Ross’  “The  Robe,”  for  RKO  Radio  re- 


lease prior  to  taking  over  duties  for  his  own 
company,  which  will  then  command  his  ex- 
clusive attention.  In  announcing  formation 
of  Arrowhead,  LeRoy  revealed  plans  to 
eventually  add  other  top-name  producers  and 
directors  to  his  contract  roster. 

As  sweeping  as  the  influx  into  independent 
film-making  by  established  “names”  has 
been,  the  tendency  is  not  entirely  new.  Even 
before  the  war  there  was  an  occasional  in- 
dividual who  broke  away  from  a firmly  en- 
trenched studio  affiliation  to  go  into  busi- 
ness for  himself.  One  of  the  first  was  David 
O.  Selznick,  who  left  Metro  in  1935  to  or- 
ganize Selznick  International.  From  this 
company  stemmed  his  present  David  O.  Selz- 
nick Productions  and  Vanguard  Films,  whose 
product  is  made  for  United  Artists.  The 
Vanguard  roster  now  boasts  such  industry 
topnotchers  as  Dore  Schary,  former  Metro 
executive  producer;  Directors  Alfred  Hitch- 
cock and  William  Dieterle;  and  Thespians 
Ingrid  Bergman,  Jennifer  Jones,  Shirley 
Temple,  Joseph  Cotten,  Joan  Fontaine,  Doro- 
thy McGuire,  Vivien  Leigh,  Gregory  Peck, 
Alan  Marshal  and  Garry  Moore. 

On  its  product  list  are  the  recently  re- 
leased “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  “Spellbound,” 
which  is  completed,  and  “So  Little  Time,” 
“Duel  in  the  Sun,”  “Notorious,”  “The  Scar- 
let Lily,”  “Sarah  Bernhardt”  and  “Houdini,” 


MORE  “DIMES”  LEADERS— New  rec- 
ords are  predicted  for  the  1945  March 
of  Dimes  collections  by  the  nation’s 
theatres  as  a result  of  the  widespread 
interest  generated  by  the  visit  to  the  na- 
tion’s capital  of  industry  leaders. 

In  the  photo  just  below,  left  to  right: 

Abel  Green,  Variety;  Maurice  Rubens, 
Illinois;  A.  H.  Blank,  Iowa -Nebraska; 
Ernest  Emerling,  Harry  Brandt  and  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  executive  committee;  Rob- 
ert B.  Wilby,  Alabama;  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  national  chairman;  Charles 
Skouras,  California;  J.  H.  Thompson, 
Georgia;  Basil  O’Connor,  president  of 
the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile 
Paralysis;  Fred  J.  Dolle,  Kentucky; 
Frank  Vennett,  Vermont;  Moe  Silver, 
Pennsylvania;  W.  H.  Workman,  Minne- 
sota; Lawrence  Schanberger,  Maryland. 

Also  William  C.  Sears,  Minnesota; 
Herman  Robbins,  executive  committee; 
Warren  Cass,  NFFIP;  Elmer  Nolte, 
Maryland;  J.  O.  Brooks,  Michigan;  M.  C. 
Talley,  Florida;  Frank  Damis,  New  Jer- 
sey; Rodney  Toups,  Louisiana;  Charles 
Klein,  South  Dakota;  John  Rugar,  Utah; 
K.  T.  Collins,  Indiana;  I.  J.  Hoffman, 
Connecticut;  Milton  Levine,  West  Vir- 
ginia; Albert  J.  Finke,  Oregon;  Frank 
Newman  sr„  Washington;  Sidney  Sam- 
uelson  and  Ted  Schlanger,  Pennsylvania; 
A.  Joseph  De  Fiore,  Delaware;  Warren 
Irvin,  South  Carolina;  Rovy  F.  Branon, 
North  Carolina;  Tony  Sudekum,  Tennes- 
see. 


to  be  filmed  during  this  year.  Also  sched- 
uled for  the  Vanguard  banner  is  “Look  Home- 
ward, Angel,”  adaptation  of  the  Thomas 
Wolfe  novel,  to  be  made  by  Arthur  Ripley 
and  Rudolph  Monter,  independent  produc- 
ing partners  whose  first  joint  effort,  “Voice 
in  the  Wind,”  was  released  by  UA  last 
season. 

In  viewing  the  independent  film-making 
field,  not  to  be  overlooked  are  the  producers 
who  have  entered  from  various  other  busi- 
nesses and  who  are  “independent”  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word,  in  that  their  ac- 
tivities are  undertaken  without  a pre-es- 
tablished release  and  therefore  increase  the 
amount  of  product  coming  out  of  Hollywood. 
Among  these  are  W.  R.  Frank,  midwest  ex- 
hibitor whose  “Enemy  of  Women”  is  being 
distributed  by  Monogram,  and  who  is  now 
readying  “A  Boy,  a Girl  and  a Dog,”  for  un- 
determined release;  Walter  Colmes,  former 
press  agent,  who  made  “Trocadero”  for  Re- 
public; Gustav  Machaty,  European  producer 
whose  “Jealousy”  will  also  be  distributed 
through  Republic;  William  Wilder,  New  York 
manufacturer,  who  has  completed  “The  Great 
Flamarion”  for  Republic  and  announced  plans 
to  film  “The  Brothers  Karamazov”  and  “The 
Lesser  Man”  for  unset  release. 

Ed  Peskay  and  Harry  Popkin,  prominent 
in  local  exhibition  circles,  who  have  formed 
Popular  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  announced  plans 
for  filming  “Ten  Little  Indians”  as  their 
first  production  for  undetermined  release; 
and  J.  C.  Copeland,  Canadian  radio  dis- 
tributor and  producer  of  airshows  for  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Co.,  whose  Copeland 
Productions  expects  to  turn  out  three  films 
a year  for  undisclosed  release. 

Soldier  Art  Show  Breaks 
Records  in  Key  Cities 

NEW  YORK — The  enthusiastic  reception 
accorded  by  the  general  public  to  the  Army 
at  War  art  exhibition  has  influenced  the 
national  executive  committee  to  extend  its 
schedule.  Henceforth,  the  exhibit  will  re- 
main for  at  least  14  days  at  each  of  the 
cities  into  which  it  has  been  booked,  says 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  committee  chairman. 

Sponsored  by  the  war  and  treasury  de- 
partments, the  exhibition  comprises  some 
150  paintings  by  American  artists  in  the 
various  war  areas:  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
and  Mrs.  Henry  Morgenthau  jr.,  head  the 
national  sponsors’  committee.  A committee 
of  leading  film  executives  handle  actual  de- 
tails of  the  tour. 

Opening  in  New  York  last  autumn,  the  ex- 
hibition established  attendance  records  in 
Rochester,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit  and 
Chicago.  From  Milwaukee  the  show  will  go 
to  Minneapolis  and  thence  to  Seattle  for  a 
tour  of  leading  Pacific  coast  cities.  Sched- 
uled to  play  every  city  in  the  United  States 
with  a population  of  300,000  or  more,  the 
itinerary  is  expected  to  continue  for  a year. 
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AN  UNUSUAL  WELCOME 

(These  theatres  have  dates  with  a beautiful  picture J 


ATLANTA— Rialto  . . . Feb.  8 
BIRMINGHAM— Em  pire  . . . Feb.  8 
MIAMI— Lincoln,  Miami , Capitol  . . . Feb.  1 
CHARLOTTE— Carolina  . . . Feb.  25 
CHARLESTON,  S.C .-Gloria  . . . Feb.  4 
NEWARK,  O.-New  Arcade  . . . Feb.  4 
SPRINGFIELD,  O. -Regent  . . . Feb.  8 
HUNTINGTON— Palace  . . . Feb.  2 
CHARLESTON,  W.  VA .-Virginia  . . . Feb.  2 
PARKERSBURG— HieMe  . . . Feb.  4 
PORTSMOUTH -LeRoy  . . . Feb.  16 
CHILLICOTHE— S/ierma/i  . . . Feb.  16 
CLEVELAND— Hippodrome  . . . Feb.  8 
YOUNGSTOWN -Palace  . . . Feb.  6 
CANTON -Palace  . . . Feb.  1 
MARION— Palace  . . . Feb.  18 
E.  LIVERPOOL— Sfafe  . . . Feb.  15 
TOLEDO— Rivoli  . . . Feb.  8 
SANDUSKY— State  . . . Feb.  21 
LIMA— Quilna  . . . Feb.  9 
DALLAS— Palace  . . . Feb.  1 
HOUSTON— Metropolitan  . . . Feb.  1 
GALVESTON— Martini . . . Feb.  1 
WICHITA  FALLS— Majestic  . . . Feb.  2 
AUSTIN— Paramount . . . Feb.  9 

\ 

AMARILLO— Paramount . . . Feb.  11 


EL  PASO— Ellanay  . . . Feb.  16 
SAN  ANTONIO— 4ztec  . . . Mar.  8 
DENVER— Denver  & Esquire  . . . Feb.  6 
DES  MOINES— Orpheum  . . . Feb.  1 
DAVENPORT— Orpheum  . . . Feb.  2 
CEDAR  RAPIDS— Iowa  . . . Feb.  1 
WATERLOO— Orpheum  . . . Feb.  8 
DETROIT— Fo*  . . . Feb.  2 
SAGINAW— Temple  . . . Feb.  11 
JACKSON— Michigan  . . . Feb.  11 
KALAMAZOO— State  . . . Feb.  11 
FLINT— Capitol  . . . Feb.  11 
LANSING— Michigan  . . . Feb.  11 
GRAND  RAPIDS— Regent . . . Feb.  11 
MUSKEGON— Michigan  . . . Feb.  11 
BATTLE  CREEK -Regent . . . Feb.  11 
TOPEKA— Grand  . . . Feb.  2 
JOPLIN— Paramount . . . Feb.  2 
SPRINGFIELD,  MO .-Gillioz  . . . Feb.  2 
ST.  JOSEPH— Missouri  . . . Feb.  4 
LEAVENWORTH— Hollywood  . . . Feb.  4 
JEFFERSON  CITY-Capitoi . . . Feb.  4 
SALINA— Watson  . . . Feb.  4 
HUTCHINSON  -Fox  . . . Feb.  4 
WICHITA— Miller  . . . Feb.  1 
MEMPHIS— Ma/co  . . . Feb.  1 


ro  A NEW  RELEASE! 


MILW AUKEE— Palace  . . . Feb.  1 
MINNEAPOLIS— Radio  City  . . . Feb.  2 
HARTFORD— E.  M.  Loew  . . . Feb.  2 
OKLAHOMA  CITY-State  . . . Jan.  31 
OMAHA— Brandeis  . . . Jan.  31 
SIOUX  CITY— Orpheum  . . . Feb.  1 
BETHLEHEM— Boyd  . . . Feb.  7 
EASTON -Boyd  . . . Feb.  7 
HARRISBURG— Colonial . . . Feb.  7 
ALLENTOWN— Colonial . . . Feb.  8 
READING— Embassy  . . . Feb.  21 
PITTSBURGH-J.  P.  Harris  . . . Feb.  3 
JOHNSTOWN -Embassy  . . . Feb.  2 
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CLARKSBURG— Robinson  Grand  . . . Feb.  3 
ERIE— Colonial  . . . Feb.  2 
MORGANTOWN— Metropoidan  . . . Feb.  2 
ALTOONA—  Capitol  . . . Feb.  1 
WHEELING— Court  . . . Feb.  8 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILL  .-Senate  . . . Feb.  1 
COLUMBIA,  MO.— Uptown  . . . Feb.  10 
WASHINGTON— Earl  & Ambassador... Feb.  22 
BALTIMORE— Hippodrome  . . . Feb.  1 
NEWPORT  NEWS -Palace  . . . Feb.  1 
NORFOLK— Newport  & Colley  . . . Feb.  8 
PORTSMOUTH— Gates  . . . Feb.  10 
RICHMOND— Byrd  & State  . . . Feb.  1 
ROANOKE— Grandin  . . . Feb.  4 
CUMBERLAND— Maryland  . . . Feb.  6 
PETERSBURG— Centnry  . . . Feb.  11 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES  presents 


,:Mi  HAYWORTH 


MARC  PLATT  • LESLIE  BROOKS 


Screen  Play  by  Lesser  Samuels  and  Abem  Finkel  Cp 

Songs  by  Jule  Styne  and  Sammy  Cahn  • Produced  and  Directed  by  VICTOR  SAVILLE 


"U"  Will  Plug  New 
Film  Personalities 

NEW  YORK — Universal  intends  to  spend 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  says  Wil- 
liam A.  Scully,  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager,  in  cooperation  with  exhibi- 
tors for  the  purpose  of  developing  new  tal- 
ent. These  will  be  in  the  form  of  institu- 
tional ads  which  will  be  placed  by  exhibitors 
in  connection  with  pictures  having  new 
players. 

“The  Universal  plan  is  to  invest  appreciably 
in  pictures  which  will  give  new  players  a 
chance,”  says  Scully.  “We  have  a very  high 
budget  picture,  ‘Salome — Where  She  Danced,’ 
which  introduces  Yvonne  De  Carlo.  We  are 
spending  considerable  money  to  point  up 
Miss  De  Carlo  to  the  public.” 

The  company  intends  to  make  a top  budget 
picture  with  unknown  players. 

Scully  left  Friday  for  the  coast  with  Mau- 
rice A.  Bergman,  eastern  advertising  and 
publicity  director. 

"Fighting  Lady"  Given 
Review  Board  Honor 

NEW  YORK— The  National  Board  of  Re- 
view for  the  week  ending  Jan.  6,  1945,  has 
accorded  starred  selected  feature  rating  to 
the  documentary  “The  Fighting  Lady,”  and 
“The  Suspect.”  Selected  features  were 
“Grissley’s  Millions”  and  “Practically  Yours.” 

Selected  short  subjects  were  “The  Black 
Arrow,”  a serial;  “Black  Gold  and  Cactus,” 
“Blue  Winners,”  “Bombalera,”  “Dog  Watch,” 
“Five  Star  Bowlers,”  “Jasper  Tell,”  “Jungle 
Queen,”  a serial;  “Uncle  Sam,  Mariner,”  an 
MOT  release;  “New  Americans,”  “Trolling 
for  Strikes”  and  “Unusual  Occupations.” 


NEW  MONTREAL  MANAGER— Grat- 
tan Kiely,  who  has  succeeded  I.  Koval 
as  manager  of  Warners  exchange  in  the 
Canadian  city.  Koval  has  been  assigned 
to  a new  post  in  the  company’s  foreign 
department. 


New  Release  Date  for  ARC  Film 

NEW  YORK — The  new  Red  Cross  film 
produced  by  MOT  for  distribution  by  RKO 
will  be  titled  “Seeing  Them  Through.”  The 
film  dramatizes  American  Red  Cross  serv- 
ices to  the  armed  forces  serving  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Originally  scheduled  for  re- 
lease January  25,  the  date  has  been  moved 
back  to  February  1. 


Veteran  Dan  Stearns 
Is  Dead  in  Cleveland 

CLEVELAND — Daniel  C.  Stearns  jr.,  55, 
prominent  in  local  motion  picture  circles 
here  for  30  years,  died  unexpectedly  Sunday 
night  at  his  home,  17830  Winward  Rd.,  of 
a heart  attack  that  followed  a two-week 
illness.  For  16  years  he  managed  the  Wil- 
loby  Theatre  in  nearby  Willoughby,  Ohio, 
which  he  owned  jointly  with  Howard  Reif, 
P.  E.  Essick  and  Charles  Deckman.  Prior 
to  being  an  exhibitor  he  was  head  booker 
and  city  salesman  for  Universal  for  14  years. 
Stearns  joined  the  Universal  organization 
when  it  was  an  independent  exchange  owned 
and  operated  by  the  late  Max  Schachtel. 

Dan  Stearns  had  two  hobbies.  One  was 
his  theatre;  the  other  was  horses.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  operated  a swanky  riding  acad- 
emy on  Lost  Nations  Rd.,  but  the  war  and 
gasoline  shortage  brought  the  enterprise  to 
an  end. 

A victim  of  high  blood  pressure,  Stearns 
had  been  taking  a rest  cure  at  home  under 
doctor’s  orders  when  he  was  stricken.  The 
funeral  was  held  Wednesday.  Honoring  the 
late  partner,  the  Scoville,  Essick  & Reif  of- 
fices closed  at  noon  on  that  day. 

H.  R.  LeSieur  Is  Promoted 
To  UA  Ad  Manager 

NEW  YORK — Howard  R.  LeSieur  has 
been  appointed  advertising  manager  of 
United  Artists  by  Louis  Pollock,  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity.  He  was  in  charge 
of  sales  promotion  work  and  editor  of  the 
company’s  house  organ  before  his  promotion 
to  the  new  post. 


DICK  CURTIS  • CHRISTINE  MclNTVRE  • HARRY  HARRIS 

Produced  and  Directed  by  JULES  WHITE 


THE  BEST  SHORTS  OF  ALL  COME  FROM  COLUMBIA! 


ft  WITH  LAUGHS! 


START  YOUR 


52 


BOXOFFICE  : : January  13,  1945 


vunttruiMBU 

MHIORUB 

2 sacciR  uwn- 
linusmft 
MUB  CWMB 

USir  ciuiSS 

10  OBTMPffBS 


'CARRIERS* 

FAST  BATTLESJtirS- 
CRUISERS- 
l DESTROYERS 


CASHIER  TASK  FORCE 

3fiP  FLEET 


JMMBt  HIM 


S-MUVTCIUKB 

1-UWTCBUBH 

n-OE5TtorE*i 


1 0750-0924 -/«» 

E5C0ITT  USCUSi  USStil 
EH6A6IMBH 


•2So  BOTU5KKKI08E* 


050C 
[rJflii/8/if 
SORI6AO 
STRAIT  - 


MATTliSHlJJ 

2-HUWUUttSS  * 
2-lttfl  CSU6US  1 
ODBUOTERS 


;ops  ^ow 
rofe9y  that 
suver$! 

SUsPenSe 

ny  °c/i0n 


h”  Patrons  wit,  ; 
"eroic  Ante,:?'  c*,eer , 

° -ho,  mo° ; 
**>*»,„  e his, or 

/>^  Cori 

^ and  c;’CtOUalSeryice  °p 
_ c°Ptured 


yw-M 


P 


tv'- 


PH 


THE  FIRST  COMPLETE  STORY  OF 
PHILIPPINE  NAVAL  VICTORY! 

A gratis  short  that  will  hold  audiences  spellbound! 
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The  industry  salutes  the  Navy  with  this  thrilling  film  record  of  America’s 
greatest  sea-air  victory.  It’s  a picture  your  audiences  will  thank  you  for 
putting  on  your  screen,  not  only  because  it’s  great  entertainment  but 
because  it  packs  a terrific  patriotic  heart-thrill. 

Produced  by  the  Office  of  Strategic  Services  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States  Navy'. 

Distributed  by  United  Artists  (M-G-M,  in  Albany,  Des  Moines,  Memphis,  Oklahoma  City  and  Portland,  Ore.) 

It  It  it  SPONSORED  BY  WAR  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY,  1501  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK  CITY  ★ ★ % 


First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928),  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

Winged  Victory — 


Los  Angeles  192 

Denver  190 

Indianapolis  160 

Pittsburgh  135 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 

BOSTON 

BUFFALO 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DES  MOINES 

DETROIT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

1 

1 PITTSBU  RG  H 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

SEATTLE 

AVERAGE 

Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

145 

175 

141 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

175 

105 

110 

90 

135 

200 

100 

100 

145 

183 

130 

175 

135 

185 

150 

75 

150 

138 

Atlantic  City  (Rep) 

100 

141 

115 

105 

70 

130 

145 

120 

95 

no 

100 

100 

100 

90 

130 

125 

150 

120 

no 

113 

Barbary  Coast  Gent  (MGM) 

100 

103 

105 

105 

120 

135 

125 

90 

115 

120 

no 

131 

85 

125 

80 

165 

95 

165 

115 

165 

130 

118 

Big  Noise,  The  (20th-Fox) 

100 

100 

90 

95 

100 

100 

95 

no 

100 

100 

100 

100 

90 

100 

135 

90 

125 

75 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Brazil  (Rep) 

110 

111 

110 

120 

135 

135 

100 

87 

90 

100 

90 

70 

135 

185 

70 

135 

130 

113 

Carolina  Blues  (Col) 

130 

125 

100 

95 

80 

125 

160 

100 

90 

125 

100 

100 

95 

160 

125 

100 

100 

112 

Casanova  Brown  (RKO) 

110 

234 

120 

115 

85 

135 

230 

115 

120 

120 

160 

no 

175 

100 

160 

210 

125 

85 

150 

165 

175 

143 

Climax,  The  (Univ) 

100 

210 

110 

115 

50 

150 

120 

90 

100 

90 

102 

130 

105 

150 

80 

135 

100 

100 

113 

Cry  of  the  Werewolf,  The  (Col) 

110 

187 

115 

125 

100 

115 

95 

100 

no 

95 

130 

100 

115 

150 

125 

120 

118 

Double  Indemnity  (Para) 

105 

105 

110 

105 

105 

140 

200 

90 

135 

120 

120 

134 

105 

140 

115 

165 

145 

140 

80 

130 

150 

126 

Doughgirls,  The  (WB) 

13& 

75 

105 

70 

145 

155 

90 

120 

95 

150 

100 

90 

no 

185 

100 

200 

85 

135 

120 

100 

118 

Eve  of  St.  Mark,  The  (20th-Fox) 

105 

120 

100 

115 

135 

155 

100 

130 

115 

112 

103 

95 

100 

105 

115 

105 

180 

140 

no 

90 

117 

Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 

200 

115 

130 

165 

130 

148 

Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep) 

100 

120 

100 

120 

100 

108 

Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) 

115 

153 

100 

140 

85 

185 

255 

120 

160 

118 

310 

135 

200 

150 

150 

200 

161 

Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para) 

110 

114 

115 

85 

125 

150 

95 

125 

90 

107 

108 

140 

104 

155 

125 

140 

100 

145 

100 

150 

119 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 

123 

150 

no 

122 

200 

260 

160 

190 

164 

In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (20th-Fox) 

100 

100 

120 

95 

80 

130 

135 

95 

100 

100 

105 

100 

100 

100 

140 

60 

100 

100 

103 

Kismet  (MGM) 

130 

177 

125 

115 

115 

135 

155 

95 

130 

no 

no 

148 

100 

135 

no 

230 

100 

210 

80 

150 

135 

150 

134 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 

120 

88 

95 

98 

85 

125 

135 

107 

Laura  (20th-Fox) 

110 

104 

115 

115 

85 

135 

160 

125 

85 

133 

150 

100 

140 

120 

195 

190 

125 

155 

140 

131 

Machine  Gun  Mama  (PRC) 

90 

100 

100 

90 

90 

125 

99 

Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (MGM) 

100 

141 

110 

105 

135 

100 

100 

120 

157 

100 

120 

125 

107 

105 

185 

100 

175 

100 

121 

Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (MGM) 

100 

107 

125 

90 

95 

140 

150 

100 

115 

120 

115 

118 

120 

140 

no 

175 

no 

180 

70 

175 

120 

150 

124 

Merry  Monahans,  The  (Univ) 

100 

94 

105 

115 

80 

135 

180 

95 

no 

95 

100 

85 

100 

150 

200 

125 

90 

140 

140 

130 

118 

Mrs.  Parkington  (MGM) 

125 

120 

140 

95 

140 

160 

135 

125 

125 

165 

135 

185 

95 

210 

125 

175 

150 

175 

143 

None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) 

115 

143 

120 

115 

70 

150 

100 

75 

115 

120 

100 

135 

85 

200 

105 

190 

60 

150 

175 

122 

One  Body  Too  Many  (Para) 

100 

78 

90 

100 

100 

94 

Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The  (RKO) 

125 

221 

125 

125 

160 

225 

150 

125 

2 00 

135 

125 

240 

135 

170 

162 

Sensations  of  1945  (UA) 

90 

114 

105 

110 

95 

125 

138 

85 

no 

100 

109 

100 

155 

85 

no 

145 

155 

75 

150 

125 

140 

115 

Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 

110 

254 

125 

113 

155 

193 

145 

200 

200 

158 

125 

190 

120 

170 

210 

140 

250 

250 

173 

Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox) 

93 

120 

118 

95 

100 

115 

133 

80 

100 

90 

130 

no 

185 

135 

150 

no 

100 

116 

Sweet  and  Lowdown  (20th-Fox) 

120 

86 

90 

100 

100 

140 

160 

100 

145 

95 

100 

100 

60 

90 

100 

90 

115 

125 

70 

130 

100 

106 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (MGM) 

150 

180 

100 

125 

142 

120 

150 

150 

150 

125 

155 

175 

180 

180 

200 

152 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) 

110 

110 

130 

125 

100 

90 

100 

120 

103 

100 

135 

250 

125 

185 

55 

175 

130 

135 

127 

Together  Again  (Col) 

212 

160 

100 

140 

175 

100 

140 

135 

125 

90 

75 

100 

115 

125 

145 

175 

150 

150 

134 

Very  Thought  of  You,  The  (WB) 

110 

198 

100 

120 

60 

135 

90 

110 

120 

140 

100 

140 

115 

150 

75 

135 

no 

100 

117 

* Wilson  (20th -Fox) 

100 

353 

130 

120 

130 

130 

180 

130 

250 

250 

120 

100 

305 

200 

280 

230 

250 

200 

200 

192 

Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 

120 

190 

160 

185 

192 

120 

215 

135 

130 

200 

165 

Youth  Runs  Wild  (RKO) 

100 

104 

120 

95 

150 

225 

102 

100 

98 

180 

105 

150 

120 

150 

175 

125 

140 

132 

' Playing  at  advanced  admission  scales. 
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Motion  Picture  Herald 

“Vera  Hruba  Ralston  is  back  on  skates  again 
in  ‘Lake  Placid  Serenade,’  dancing  with  the 
skill  and  grace  which  made  her  an  Olympic 
champion.  Around  her  Republic  has  placed  a 
cast  of  competent  performers.  It’s  a large  and 
attractive  cast  . . . impressive  production,  fully 
satisfying.” 

Boxoffice 

“Eye-filling  ice  spectacles  and  tuneful  numbers 
by  two  top  name  orchestras  are  the  attractions 
of  this  production,  upon  which  Republic  spent 
a lot  of  money  . . . the  pitch  of  the  entire  pro- 
duction is  a timely  one  . . . standout  ‘names’ 
upon  which  the  exhibitor  may  capitalize." 

Harrison’s  Reports 

“Those  who  enjoy  watching  graceful  figure 
skating  and  lavish  production  numbers  with 
ice-skating  ballets  should  find  much  in  ‘Lake 
Placid  Serenade’  to  please  them.  Miss  Ralston 
is  an  excellent  skater,  executing  her  routines 
with  the  utmost  of  ease  and  grace.” 

Variety 

“Republic  has  a nifty  vehicle  in  ‘Lake  Placid 
Serenade.’  Film  is  a lavish  display  of  spec- 
tacle, specialty  and  girls.  Pic,  with  its  ice-skat- 
ing background,  is  a timely  seasonal  film,  and 
will  do  good  biz.  Lovely  to  look  at,  beautifully 
built,  and  a graceful  figure  on  skates.  Miss 
Ralston  makes  an  appealing  heroine.” 


A 


Showmen’s  Trade  Review 

“Vera  Hruba  Ralston's  build-up  by  Republic 
has  been  carried  along  intelligent,  showmanly 
lines.  The  star  never  looked  better  than  as  a 
figure  skating  champion  and  the  production 
numbers,  built  around  her  exceptional  ability 
to  carve  graceful  and  intricate  patterns  in  ice, 
are  beautifully  staged.” 

Motion  Picture  Daily 

“ ‘Lake  Placid  Serenade'  achieves  beauty  and 
distinction  that  augurs  well  for  the  wintry  box 
office.” 

The  Independent 

“GOOD  ENTERTAINMENT.  Miss  Ralston  is 
highly  to  be  recommended.  She  is  allowed 
ample  opportunity  to  display  the  skating  talent 
that  made  her  the  figure  skating  champion  of 
her  native  Czechoslovakia.” 

The  Film  Daily 

“Ice  spectacle,  skating  wizardry  of  Ralston  and 
musical  content  should  prove  the  making  of  this 
picture.  A musical  cut  skillfully  to  pattern.  Fash- 
ioned along  popular  lines,  the  eye-catching 
production  constitutes  a show  of  ample  pro- 
portions." 

The  Exhibitor 

“Tuneful  skating  show  is  packed  with  selling 
angles.  Republic  has  spent  plenty  of  money  on 
this  ice  show,  and  the  results  should  justify  the 
expenditure.  Ralston  is  seen  to  advantage  in 
the  skating  numbers,  which  are  well-staged, 
and  she  gets  good  support.” 
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VERA  HRUBA  RALSTON 

in 


featuring 

EUGENE  PALLETTE 
VERA  VAGUE 
ROBERT  LIVINGSTON 
STEPHANIE  BACHELOR 

with 

WALTER  CATLETT  * LLOYD  CORRIGAN 
RUTH  TERRY  • WILLIAM  FRAWLEY 
JOHN  LITEL  * LUDWIG  STOSSEL 
ANDREW  TOMBES 


RAY  NOBLE  AND  ORCHESTRA 
HARRY  OWENS 
and  HIS  ROYAL  HAWAIIANS 


*7ce  Specialties 

McGowan  and  mack  • twinkle  watts 

THE  MERRY  MEISTERS 
with  GUEST  STAR 


KING  OF  THE  COWBOYS 
STEVE  SEKELY  - DIRECTOR 
Original  Story  by  Frederick  Kohner 
Screen  Play  by  Dick  Irving  Hyland 
and  Doris  Gilbert 


L 


I 


C 


P 


I 


C 


T 


U 


R 


E 


An  Open  Forum  for  Reader  Commeat 
os  Matters  r f Trade  liUrnf 


COLUMBIA 

Carolina  Blues  (Col) — Kay  Kyser  <S  Orch., 
Ann  Miller,  Victor  Moore,  Jeff  Donnell.  An- 
other Columbia  but  I'm  a miserable  theatre 
man.  I put  it  on  Sunday  and  have  suffered 
ever  since.  Boxoffice  rotten.  Played  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Good. — L.  E.  Burkey,  Ritz, 
Deshler,  Neb.  Factory  and  rural  patronage. 

Impatient  Years  (Col) — Jean  Arthur,  Lee 
Bowman.  Impatient  days  for  us.  Too  much  bad 
weather — the  most  snow  in  years.  Picture  not 
so  good  for  small  towns.  Played  Mon.,  Tues. 
— Harland  Rankin,  Plaza.  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Can- 
ada. General  patronage. 

Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (Col) — Bob  Crosby, 
Lynn  Merrick.  A typical  Columbia  washout. 
Bob  Crosby  is  certainly  a huge  failure  as 
an  actor — whoever  thought  he  was  one  is 
beyond  me,  especially  in  a lead  role.  Wasted 
film,  to  be  sure.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Good. — Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph, 
Neb.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Once  Upon  a Time  (Col) — Cary  Grant, 
Janet  Blair,  James  Gleason.  Well,  anyhow 
it's  different.  My  patrons  didn't  go  for  it 
much.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Cold  and  snowstorm. — Bill  Leonard,  Leonard, 
Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small  town  and  rural  pa- 
tronage. 

She's  a Soldier,  Too  (Col) — Beulah  Bondi, 
Nina  Foch,  Jess  Barker.  Not  so  hot,  but  Co- 
lumbia makes  them  that  way,  so  you  play 
’em  that-a  way.  Good  story,  though — but 
tossed  away.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Cloudy. — L.  E.  Burkey,  Ritz,  Deshler,  Neb. 
Factory  and  rural  patronage. 

Sundown  Valley  (Col) — Charles  Starrett, 
Dub  Taylor,  Jeanne  Bates.  Nice  weekend 
western  but  a bad  blizzard  hurt  business.— 
Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Canterville  Ghost  (M-G-M) — -Charles 
Laughton,  Margaret  O'Brien,  Robert  Young. 
Not  much  to  have  a fit  about.  Little  Margaret 
O'Brien  does  all  she  can  but  how  are  you 
going  to  jump  when  you've  got  no  place  to 
stand.  If  the  story  hasn't  got  it,  neither  has 
the  picture.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Cold 
and  stormy. — Bill  Leonard,  Leonard,  Cedar- 
vale,  Kas.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

Guy  Named  Joe,  A (M-G-M) — Spencer 
Tracy,  Irene  Dunne.  Okay — but  such  "Mr. 
Jordans"  are  too  fantastic  although  liked,  but 
questioned  by  many.  Kids  don't  get  it.  Adults 


say  "impossible,  etc."  but  the  boxoffice  was 
fair.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair. — L.  E. 
Burkey,  Ritz,  Deshler,  Neb.  Factory  and  rural 
patronage. 

Lost  Angel  (M-G-M) — Margaret  O'Brien, 
Marsha  Hunt,  James  Craig.  This  was  a swell 
picture  and  had  many  good  comments  on  it. 
Margaret  O'Brien  was  very  good  and  seems 
to  take  with  the  public,  although  she  will 
never  be  another  Shirley  Temple.  Played 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair. — Otto  W.  Chapek, 
Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and  small 
town  patronage. 

Meet  the  People  (M-G-M) — Lucille  Ball, 
Dick  Powell.  Not  up  to  M-G-M  quality.  Kind 
of  like  a bad  apple — some  good  spots  and 
some  rotten.  Metro  can  do  better  than  that. 
The  weather  was  terrible  but  weather  doesn't 
make  a bad  picture  good.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Rain,  sleet,  snow,  cold. — Bill  Leon- 
ard, Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage. 

Meet  the  People  (M-G-M) — Lucille  Ball,  Dick 
Powell.  This  was  a pretty  fair  musical  that 
failed  to  click.  I thought  that  after  they  saw 
the  trailer  on  this  it  would  click  in  a big  way, 
but  no  dice.  Played  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Cold. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose, 
N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Three  Men  in  White  (M-G-M) — Lionel  Bar- 


Check  the  Sound  Systems, 
Says  Exhibitor  Expert 

Francis  I o well  has  had  his  Colonial 
Theatre  at  Stanwood,  Wash.,  for  only 
two  years  but  he  started  in  the  business 
by  repairing  sound  systems  in  suburban 
and  small  town  houses  in  1937.  His  first 
theatre  was  a very  small  house  with  only 
150  seats.  That  was  in  1940. 

Mrs.  Powell  is  assistant  manager  and 
sometimes  acts  as  doorman.  Powell  has 
no  other  business  but  his  hobby  is  the- 
atre sound  reproduction.  The  major  prob- 
lem of  exhibitors  today  he  lists  as  “get- 
ting good  prints  from  exchanges." 

His  suggested  remedy  for  this  is  as 
follows:  "Reports  to  the  exchange  the  type 
and  condition  of  equipment  used.  Keep 
equipment  clean  and  in  perfect  condition. 
All  exhibitors  should  keep  constant  check 
on  machines  for  scratches,  etc.,  on  sound 
track  especially." 


rymore,  Van  Johnson,  Marilyn  Maxwell.  Good 
picture — measures  up  to  the  entertaining 
qualities  of  all  Dr.  Gillespie's.  Played  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Cold. — Bill  Leonard,  Leonard, 
Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small  town  and  rural  pa- 
tronage. 

Two  Girls  and  a Sailor  (M-G-M) — Van 
Johnson,  June  Allyson,  Gloria  DeHaven.  This 
is  a dillie — a peach  of  a picture.  Played  it 
Christmas  Eve  and  Christmas  night.  Even 
Santa  Claus  stopped  to  see  it  on  his  way  to 
the  high  school.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Not  too  good. — Bill  Leonard,  Leon- 
ard, Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage. 

MONOGRAM 

Detective  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono) — Jean  Parker, 
Peter  Cookson,  Tim  Ryan.  Did  average  busi- 
ness — ■ program  picture.  Played  Sunday. — 
Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

And  the  Angels  Sing  (Para) — Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Fred  MacMurray,  Betty  Hutton.  This 
was  very  good  and  was  well  liked.  This  is 
the  kind  of  hokum  that  the  people  want  so 
let's  have  more  like  it.  Played  Sat.,  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Fair. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex, 
Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  pa- 
tronage. 

Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para)— Eddie 
Bracken,  Ella  Raines,  Raymond  Walburn. 
Preston  Sturges,  Eddie  Bracken  and  William 
Demarest  have  turned  in  another  “miracle" 
picture  that  is  really  a honey.  Enjoyed  by  all 
who  saw  it.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weath- 
er: Cold — 17  belowl — Victor  E.  Dahl,  Fayette, 
Fayette,  Iowa.  Small  town  and  rural  pa- 
tronage. 

Henry  Aldrich  Plays  Cupid  (Para) — Jimmy 
Lydon,  Diana  Lynn,  Charles  Smith.  The  peo- 
ple say  they  are  all  the  same  so  why  see 
them.  This  was  a good  series  at  first,  but 
they  can  bury  it  any  time  now.  Played  Tues., 
Wed. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose, 
N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Navy  Way,  The  (Para) — Robert  Lowery, 
Jean  Parker,  Bill  Henry.  Well  liked  by  the 
few  who  came.  Weather  bad  and  played 
during  holidays  when  business  is  always 
slow.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Cold. — Bill 
Leonard,  Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,  The  (Para) — Gary 
Cooper,  Laraine  Day,  Signe  Hasso,  Dennis 
O'Keefe.  This  was  a wonderful  picture,  and 
one  that  all  should  see.  Had  tough  weather 
on  this  one  and  that  took  the  bottom  out  of 
the  gross.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Cold 


JOHN  MACK  BROWN 

A SENSATION  IN  A POWERFUL  DRAMATIC  ROLE! 

One  of  the  many  screen  favorites,  including  Gale  Storm,  Sir  Aubrey 
Smith,  Conrad  Nagel,  Mary  Boland,  Frank  Craven  and  Johnny  Downs, 
in  1945's  great  emotional  smash! 
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and  stormy. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Ana- 
moose,  N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Goin'  to  Town  (RKO) — Lum  & Abner,  Bar- 
bara Hale,  Florence  Lake.  Lum  <&  Abner  in 
another  one.  Just  another  one  is  right,  but 
for  me — small  town — okay.  Played  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Fair. — L.  E.  Burkey,  Ritz, 
Deshler,  Neb.  Factory  and  rural  patronage. 

My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO) — Sharyn  Moffett,  Jill 
Esmond,  Una  O'Connor.  Here  is  a sweet- 
heart. If  you  step  on  the  dog  story  you  can't 
get  hurt.  Ninety  per  cent  say  better  than 
"Lassie."  Everyone  thinks  what  he  wants  to, 
eh!  Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. — L.  E. 
Burkey,  Ritz,  Deshler,  Neb.  Factory  and  rural 
patronage. 

Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The  (RKO) — Bob 
Hope,  Virginia  Mayo,  Victor  McLaglen.  Here 
is  one  to  romp  on  and  make  yourself  some 
dough.  Comment,  good — some  say  too  much 
Bob  Hope  but  they  are  still  pulling  the  jokes 
around  town.  The  more  people  say  about  it 
the  better  they  like  it.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Fair. — L.  E.  Burkey,  Ritz,  Deshler, 
Neb.  Factory  and  rural  patronage. 

Saludos  Amigos  (RKO) — I will  admit  that 
this  was  a good  show  but  it  was  too  expen- 
sive. The  draw  wasn't  enough  to  make  up 
for  it,  which  left  me  in  the  hole.  Played 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Fair. — Ralph  Raspa, 
State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  Rural  patronage. 

REPUBLIC 

Casanova  in  Burlesque  (Rep) — Joe  E.  Brown, 
June  Havoc,  Dale  Evans.  Didn't  do  business. 
Christmas  week,  so  didn't  expect  to.  Good 
comedy  though. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Til- 
bury, Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

San  Fernando  Valley  (Rep) — Roy  Rogers, 
Dale  Evans,  Jean  Porter.  Rogers  is  a good 
draw  but  when  the  snow  drifts,  they  won't 
come  out.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. — Harland  Rankin, 
Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

Stagecoach  to  Monterey  (Rep) — Fair  west- 
ern. Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good. — Ralph 
Raspa,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

Storm  Over  Lisbon  (Rep) — Vera  Hruba  Ral- 
ston, Richard  Arlen,  Erich  von  Stroheim.  Good 
spy  picture  that  should  take  where  they  like 
action.  Too  much  snow  for  us.  Played  Wed., 
Thurs. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont., 
Canada.  General  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Sweet  and  Lowdown  (20th-Fox)  — Benny 
Goodman  and  His  Band,  Linda  Darnell,  Lynn 
Bari,  Jack  Oakie.  A plenty  good  musical  that 
shows  the  workings  of  a top  jive  band.  Very 
good  for  your  midweek  change  or  top  half  of 
a double  bill.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 


Fair. — Victor  E.  Dahl,  Fayette,  Iowa.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Christmas  Holiday  (Univ) — Deanna  Durbin, 
Gene  Kelly,  Dean  Harens.  A good  picture 
but  not  the  type  for  Durbin  and  Kelly.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Very  cold. — Bill 
Leonard,  Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Gypsy  Wildcat  (Univ) — Maria  Montez,  Jon 
Hall,  Peter  Coe.  Too  bad  Universal  doesn't 
get  another  plot  for  Miss  Montez  and  Jon  Hall. 
Same  plot  as  “Arabian  Nights,"  "Ali  Baba," 
etc.  Miss  Montez  and  Technicolor  are  the 
only  good  things  about  this  one.  Played  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — Victor  E.  Dahl,  Fay- 
ette, Fayette,  Iowa.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage. 

Impostor,  The  (Univ)  — Jean  Gabin,  Ellen 
Drew.  This  wasn't  a sellout  but  good  film 
fan  fare.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. — Harland  Ran- 
kin, Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada.  General 
patronage. 

Pardon  My  Rhythm  ( Univ) — Gloria  Jean, 
Patric  Knowles,  Evelyn  Ankers,  Gloria  Jean 
is  okay  but  voice  or  no  voice,  when  we  had 
the  snow  we  had,  it  was  too  bad  for  business. 
Played  Fri.,  Sat. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Til- 
bury, Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Desperate  Journey  (WB) — Errol  Flynn,  Ron- 
ald Reagan,  Nancy  Coleman,  Raymond  Mas- 
sey. Nice  picture  of  its  kind.  Too  much  snow 
for  show  business.  Played  Mon.,  Tues. — Har- 
land Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

BOXOFFICE  a Big  Help 
At  Air  Base  Theatre 

John  M.  Kohr  of  the  Marlow  Theatre  at 
Pine  River,  Minn.,  writes  in  regard  to  his 
experience  in  a service  theatre: 

"While  in  the  service  I was  in  charge  of 
the  air  base  theatre  at  my  station,  and 
found  BOXOFFICE  a great  help  at  times 
in  making  writeups  for  the  camp  news- 
paper. I also  kept  in  touch  with  the  busi- 
ness, so  that  upon  my  discharge  from 
service,  after  21  months,  I was  able  to 
open  the  Marlow  Theatre  again.  So  it 
does  help  the  boys  to  get  the  trade 
journals  while  in  the  service,  as  they 
know  a little  about  what's  going  on  in  this 
business,  and  I take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  you  for  the  reduced  rate  of  sub- 
scription for  BOXOFFICE  to  service  men.'' 


W&ieii  7w/ 

To  NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK,  Chairman 
1945  MARCH  OF  DIME.S  DRIVE 
SUITE  124,  ASTOR  HOTEL,  NEW  YORK,  19,  N.Y. 

You  may  depend  on  my  complete 
cooperation.  At  every  performance, 
during  week  of  Jan,  25-31, 1 promise 
to  show  the  appeal  trailer  and  make 
audience  collections  in  my  audi- 
torium. Send  full  details. 


Signed 


THEATRE 

COUNTY 


CITY-STATE 


SEATING  CAPACITY 


FMARY1 

BOLAND 


MORE  LOVABLE  and  AMUSING  THAN  EVER! 


One  of  the  many  screen  favorites,  including  Gale 
Storm,  Sir  Aubrey  Smith,  John  Mack  Brown, 
jjjT  Frank  Craven,  Conrad  Nagel  and  ^ 
Johnny  Downs,  in  1945's  first  -£a|fl 
great  dramatic  hit!  .'jtSHjjl 
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LETTERS 


FROM  THE  SALESMAN’S  STANDPOINT 
To  BOXOFFICE: 

In  the  December  23  issue  of  BOXOFFICE 
there  appeared  an  article  on  Page  24,  en- 
titled “Man  Bites  Dog  Motif:  Exhibitor  Has 
Praise  for  Film  Salesmen!”  That’s  only 
half  of  the  story.  How  about  presenting  the 
other  side? 

I am  a salesman  who  has  knocked  about 
in  the  motion  picture  industry  for  over  25 
years  and  believe  I have  a good  conception 
of  who’s  who  in  the  industry,  beginning 
with  the  producers  and  ending  with  the 
exhibitors  and  salesmen. 

I have  seen  the  industry  grow  from  the 
nickelodeon  to  the  music  hall,  from  a piana 
player  in  front  of  the  screen  to  a symphony 
orchestra  playing  the  finest  music.  I have 
produced  pictures,  released  them,  and  sold 
them.  In  all  these  years  I have  had  ample 
time  to  study  the  exhibitors  and  salesmen 
and  can  safely  say,  that  of  the  two  the 
salesman  is  definitely  fairer  in  his  dealings 
than  the  exhibitor.  However,  there  are  ex- 
ceptions in  each  case. 

The  salesman  is  constantly  under  the 
scrutinizing  eye  of  his  superiors,  who  many 
a time  do  not  know  the  circumstances  under 
which  a sale  is  made.  The  salesman  is  al- 
ways confronted  with  two  evils:  one  to  make 
the  sale  and  leave  the  exhibitor  with  a good 
taste  in  his  mouth,  and  the  other  to  satisfy 
his  superior. 

The  salesman  wants  only  a fair  deal  for 
his  company.  The  exhibitor  wants  a good 
deal  for  himself  and  considers  a good  deal 
when  he  buys  cheaply.  This  cannot  be  ac- 
complished if  it  is  one-sided.  It  is  a game 
of  give  and  take.  The  exhibitor  has  cer- 
tain rights  and  privileges  which  should  be 
respected  by  the  salesman.  On  the  other 
hand  the  exhibitor  should  also  consider 
the  salesman’s  position.  If  the  exhibitor 
cannot  and  will  not  give  the  requested  sum 
for  a picture  to  the  salesman,  he  should 
definitely  not  yield  to  the  manager,  be- 
cause if  he  does  the  position  of  the  sales- 
man is  minimized,  and  the  manager  often 
tells  the  salesman,  “I  got  it — why  couldn’t 
you?” 

It  is  true  that  the  exhibitor  is  always  cagey 
and  only  in  rare  instances  will  he  open  up. 
With  every  picture  'he  plays  (flat)  he  al- 
ways “dies.”  He  never  makes  a cent  profit, 
and  from  the  losses  he  buys  another  theatre. 

However,  I don’t  put  all  exhibitors  in  the 
same  class.  Some  are  very  decent.  I know 
of  several  cases  where  a picture  was  under- 
sold and  the  exhibitor,  after  playing  same 
and  receiving  a considerable  profit,  came 
back  and  offered  additional  money  for  the 
picture.  On  the  whole  I believe  the  exhibitor 
is  a good  skate.  You  can  reason  with  him, 


WAC  PUBLICITY  HEAD— Harry  Gold- 
berg, above,  Warner  Theatres  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity,  is  the  new  pub- 
licity head  of  the  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee. He  replaces  Oscar  Doob. 

Governor-Elect  of  Ohio 
Starts  Depinet  Drive 

CLEVELAND — Governor-Elect  Frank  J. 
Lausche  of  Ohio  participated  in  the  fes- 
tivities at  the  Hotel  Statler  in  connection 
with  the  1945  Ned  Depinet  drive.  Capt. 
Robert  Folliard,  who  is  touring  RKO  ex- 
changes in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada  on  behalf 
of  the  drive,  was  also  present. 

On  hand  to  confer  with  Folliard  and 
Drive  Lieutenant  Harry  Gittleson  were  Ber- 
nie  Kranze,  RKO’s  eastern  central  district 
manager,  and  Branch  Managers  A.  Kolitz, 
Cleveland;  S.  C.  Jacques,  Cincinnati;  M.  E. 
Cohen,  Detroit;  R.  E.  Brentlinger,  Indian- 
apolis, and  their  sales  staffs  and  bookers. 

Following  the  meeting,  Folliard  and  Git- 
tleson left  for  Chicago. 


providing  he  found  the  salesman  to  be  on 
the  level. 

The  exhibitor  can  get  more  out  of  the 
salesman  if  he  is  on  the  level  with  him.  In 
certain  instances,  when  the  exhibitor  plays 
a percentage  picture  and  does  not  make  any 
money  on  it,  the  salesman  can  recommend 
a reduction,  providing  he  did  the  same  on 
his  flat  pictures.  It  pays  to  be  honest,  be- 
cause eventually  it  pays  dividends  on  both 
sides. 

CHARLES  PENSER 

1521  Sheridan  Ave. 

New  York  City. 


RCA  Equipment  Now 
Includes  Generators 

ST.  LOUIS — The  Actodector  line  of  the- 
atre-type motor  generator  sets  manufac- 
tured by  Century  Electric  Co.  of  St.  Louis 
will  be  distributed  in  the  future  by  the  the- 
atre equipment  section  of  the  RCA  Victor 
nouncement  was  made  by  F.  L.  Slade,  man- 
division,  Radio  Corp.  of  America.  This  an- 
ager  of  the  special  apparatus  division  of 
the  St.  Louis  firm.  RCA  heretofore  has  not 
carried  generators  in  its  line  of  equipment. 

“In  entering  into  a distribution  contract 
with  RCA,”  Slade  said,  “we  are  making  plans 
to  augment  our  production  facilities  so  that 
we  will  be  in  a position  to  meet  the  greater 
demand  for  generators  that  will  result  from 
worldwide  distribution  through  RCA,  plus 
the  pentup  need  for  generators  that  will 
make  itself  felt  when  restrictions  on  civilian 
production  in  this  field  are  lifted.  At  pres- 
ent, very  limited  quantities  of  generators  are 
available  under  WPB  limitation  order 
L325. 


“Our  plans  also  contemplate  the  adapta- 
tion of  numerous  improvements  made  pos- 
sible by  wartime  scientific  and  technological 
advances.” 

Domestically,  RCA  will  distribute  the  Acto- 
dector line  of  generators  through  the  inde- 
pendent RCA  theatre  supply  dealers  lo- 
cated in  leading  cities  throughout  the  United 
States,  a number  of  whom  have  been  dis- 
tributing Actodectors  for  many  years. 


Warners'  Lauren  Bacall 
Campaign  Gets  Results 

NEW  YORK — Warners’  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation departments  have  been  hitting  on 
all  cylinders  in  achieving  breaks  for  its  out- 
standing newcomer,  Lauren  Bacall.  “To 
Have  and  Have  Not,”  the  film  in  which 
Miss  Bacall  makes  her  debut,  goes  into  gen- 
eral release  January  20,  following  a run  of 
more  than  three  months  at  the  Hollywood 
on  Broadway. 

Among  the  breaks  accorded  Miss  Bacall 
are  the  following: 

A front  cover,  plus  two  stories,  in  Life 
magazine,  with  a profile  study  to  follow  in 
an  early  issue;  a layout  in  Look  magazine; 
a full  syndicated  column  by  Walter  Win- 
chell;  breaks  in  Time  and  Newsweek;  stories 
in  Collier’s  and  other  national  magazines; 
layouts  in  several  fan  publications;  some 
100  interviews  in  the  past  three  months, 
appearing  in  newspapers  throughout  the 
nation,  and  selection  by  AP,  INS  and 
Mademoiselle  magazine  as  the  “outstanding 
newcomer  of  1944.” 

In  addition,  more  interviews,  photo  lay- 
outs, radio  appearances  and  other  promo- 
tional activities  have  been  set. 


Sir  AUBREY  SMITH 


One  of  the  many  screen  favorites,  including  Gale  Storm,  John  Mack 
Brown,  Frank  Craven,  Mary  Boland,  Conrad  Nagel  and 
Johnny  Downs,  in  1945's  first  great  dramatic  triumph! 
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SHE  WINS  A WARDROBE — Because  she  read  a part  of  Betty  Hutton’s  dialog 
from  “Here  Come  the  WAVES”  with  so  much  feeling  on  the  Truth  and  Conse- 
quences program,  Specialist  Margaret  Sullivan  has  been  promised  a two -week 
trip  to  Hollywood,  with  a complete  civilian  wardrobe  to  be  made  by  the  Paramount 
studio,  after  the  war  and  when  she  is  out  of  service. 

Left  to  right:  Mark  Sandrich,  producer-director;  Miss  Sullivan,  and  Ralph 
Edwards,  director  of  the  radio  program. 


Ben  Rosenberg  Named 
M&P  District  Manager 

BOSTON — Ben  Rosenberg,  who  started  in 
the  theatre  business  15  years  ago  as  an  usher 
at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  here,  this  week 
was  appointed  district  manager  for  M&P 
Theatres,  with  headquarters  in  Providence. 
For  the  last  several  years  Rosenberg  has  man- 
aged the  Metropolitan,  New  England’s  largest 
theatre. 

Since  his  start  as  an  usher  Rosenberg  has 
held  various  assistant  managerial  jobs.  He 
formerly  was  manager  of  the  Paramount  and 
Fenway  theatres.  In  his  new  position  Rosen- 
berg succeeds  William  Spragg,  who  resigned 
and  will  move  to  California. 

Max  Mayor,  for  the  last  ten  years  manager 
of  the  Washington  St.  Olympia  Theatre  here, 
succeeds  Rosenberg  at  the  Metropolitan. 

In  further  shifts  by  M&P,  Harry  Goldberg, 
manager  of  the  Modern,  will  move  to  the 
Olympia  as  manager  and  Henry  Kalis  will  be 
moved  from  the  suburban  Franklin  Park  to 
the  Modern  as  manager. 

Allied  Directors  Ready 
Plans  for  Ohio  Meet 

NEW  YORK — Plans  are  complete  for  a 
meeting  of  National  Allied  directors  at  Desh- 
ler-Wallick  Hotel,  Columbus,  Ohio,  January 
24-25.  Latest  consent  decree  developments 
will  be  discussed  and  several  amendments 
to  the  constitution  and  bylaws  will  be  pro- 
posed. 

The  annual  report  of  Abraham  F.  Myers 
will  be  presented.  Hugh  W.  Bruen  and  Rob- 
ert H.  Poole,  observer  of  the  Pacific  coast 
conference,  will  attend,  along  with  a group 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana  exhibitors. 

Reservations  have  been  received  from  John 
Adler,  William  L.  Ainsworth,  Maxwell  Aider- 
man,  Ray  Branch,  H.  A.  Cole,  Irving  Dol- 
linger,  Roy  E.  Harrold,  Jack  Kirsch,  Meyer 
Leventhal,  R.  H.  Lowenstein,  H.  A.  Rosen- 
berg, Sidney  E.  Samuelson,  Martin  G.  Smith, 
P.  J.  Wood.  Nathan  Yamins  and  Myers. 

ITOA  Flays  Two-Theatre 
Bookings  on  Broadway 

NEW  YORK — Simultaneous  first  runs  in 
two  theatres  were  condemned  in  a resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  film  committee  of  the 
ITOA,  on  the  ground  that  this  creates  a 
larger  backlog  of  product  by  holding  up  first 
runs  that  might  otherwise  be  playing. 

The  committee  said  independents  who 
make  several  changes  a week  cannot  get 
sufficient  releases  to  make  proper  bookings 
and  they  cannot  extend  runs  in  subsequent 
houses  because  present  grosses  do  not  justify 
this. 

Another  criticism  voiced  was  to  the  effect 
that  too  high  prices  are  being  demanded  for 
pictures  that  have  had  extended  Broadway 
playing  time,  followed  by  moveovers. 


N.Y.  Salesmen  Talk 
Formation  of  Union 

NEW  YORK — Formation  of  a salesmen’s 
union  for  the  metropolitan  area  which  has 
been  discussed  for  years  but  has  been  left 
dormant  has  reached  the  stage  where  plans 
are  proceeding.  This  has  raised  many  ques- 
tions which  salesmen  themselves  are  dis- 
cussing. 

A preliminary  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  Some  of  the  major  distributors 
were  not  represented. 

According  to  the  salesmen,  the  demand  for 
a union  seems  to  have  been  crystalized  recent- 
ly by  the  increasing  inroads  of  booking  com- 
bines which,  they  believe,  may  adversely  af- 
fect them. 

WAC  Names  Special  Body 
For  Manpower  Problems 

NEW  YORK — A special  War  Manpower 
Committee  of  the  War  Activities  Committee, 
Theatres’  division,  which  will  deal  directly 
with  Washington  officials  on  labor  shortage, 
has  been  appointed  by  Si  Fabian,  chairman. 

The  committee,  headed  by  Harry  Brandt, 
will  provide  assistance  and  information  to 
local  committees  whose  problems  are  related 
to  the  national  situation.  The  men  who  will 
work  with  Brandt  are  Harry  Kalmine,  as- 
sistant general  manager  of  Warner  Theatres; 
Edward  Rugoff,  of  Rugoff  & Becker;  Jay 
Emanuel,  publisher,  and  William  Crockett, 
president  of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia. 


M-G-M#s  Second  Group 
From  Field  in  N.Y. 

NEW  YORK— M-G-M’s  second  group  of 
field  exploiteers  and  third  group  of  office 
managers  arrive  Monday  to  spend  a week  at 
the  home  office  for  visits  to  various  depart- 
ments and  discussion  of  company  problems. 

The  second  group  of  exploiteers  includes 
Emery  Austin,  Atlanta;  Mark  Jenkins,  travel- 
ing unit,  and  Todd  Ferguson,  Memphis.  The 
officer  managers  are  Helmar  P.  Mosley,  New 
Orleans;  R.  W.  Royalty,  Oklahoma  City;  G. 
A.  Derrick,  Salt  Lake  City,  and  G.  E.  Weber, 
New  Haven. 

J.  E.  Watson,  Cincinnati;  Charles  C.  Dear- 
dourff,  Cleveland,  and  Norman  Linz,  Indian- 
apolis, left  over  the  weekend. 

Marion  Ryan.  Buffalo;  Lila  Goodin,  San 
Francisco;  Hazel  Anderson,  Omaha,  and  Elea- 
nor King,  Denver,  office  managers,  ended  a 
week’s  stay  on  Friday. 

Warners  Plan  "Co-Pilot" 
Premiere  at  Macon,  Ga. 

NEW  YORK — Warners  will  put  on  an 
elaborate  campaign  and  premiere  for  “God 
Is  My  Co-Pilot”  at  the  Grand  Theatre,  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  in  cooperation  with  Lucas  & Jenkins. 

It  will  be  a $10  per  ticket  affair  in  honor 
of  the  returning  home  town  hero,  Col.  Robert 
Lee  Scott,  author  of  the  best  seller. 

Ten  committees  have  been  formed  to  handle 
tickets,  reception,  statewide  participation, 
army  cooperation,  entertainment  and  parade. 
Mayor  Charles  Bowden  is  chairman  of  state 
participation  and  Phil  Buchheit  of  the  Macon 
News  and  Telegraph  is  general  chairman. 


President  Foresees  Decline 

New  York — President  Roosevelt,  in  his  annual  budget  message  to  Congress,  stated 
that  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1946  net  receipts  in  general  and  special  accounts  under 
existing  tax  legislation  were  expected  to  decline  from  $45,700,000,000  for  the  current 
fiscal  year  to  $41,300,000,000.  This  is  nearly  a 1014  per  cent  drop. 

The  President  declared  that  this  development  would  be  due  to  a decrease  of 
$17,000,000,000  in  government  expenditures  for  the  coming  fiscal  year.  He  also  indi- 
cated that  receipts  from  excise — of  which  film  admission  taxes  are  a part — and  cus- 
toms taxes  are  expected  to  remain  about  the  same  for  1946  as  they  have  been  for  the 
current  fiscal  year. 

The  President  also  stated  that  there  was  no  justifiable  reason  for  a decline  in 
taxation,  so  long  as  “wartime  expenditures  on  a large  scale  are  necessary.”  He  said 
that  when  “a  favorable  development  of  the  war  allows  a major  decline  in  war  expendi- 
tures, minor  tax  adjustments  will  become  possible  and  desirable.” 


C.  J.  Scollard  to  Los  Angeles 

NEW  YORK — C.  J.  Scollard,  executive  as- 
sistant to  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount 
vice-president,  left  this  week  to  act  as  chair- 
man of  the  negotiating  committee  for  the 
eight  major  companies  in  dealing  with  the 
Screen  Office  Employes  Guild  in  Los  Angeles. 
Immediately  upon  his  arrival  on  the  west 
coast  he  will  direct  the  companies’  negotia- 
tions with  the  SOEG  for  a new  contract  to 
cover  nearly  400  employes  of  the  Los  Angeles 
exchanges. 


"One  Foot"  Goes  on  Air 

NEW  YORK — “One  Foot  in  Heaven,”  War- 
ners’ release  of  three  seasons  ago,  has  been 
adapted  as  a dramatic  series  for  the  radio. 
It  started  over  WJZ  Friday  night. 
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BROADWAY 


Twentieth -Fox  has  been  elected  an  affiliate 
member  of  the  Television  Broadcasters' 
Ass’n,  and  the  company’s  activities  in  the 
organization  are  in  line  with  its  policy  of 
keeping  abreast  of  the  latest  developments 
in  television. 

Jules  Levey,  head  of  Warner  Theatres  real 
estate  department,  went  to  Seattle  on  a busi- 
ness trip.  He  will  be  gone  over  two  weeks, 
and  plans  to  stop  off  at  Butte  on  the  re- 
turn trip. 

Arthur  Sachson,  assistant  general  sales 
manager  of  Warners,  is  conducting  a series 
of  meetings  in  the  company  exchanges 
throughout  the  west.  He  was  joined  in  Den- 
ver by  Henry  Herbel,  west  coast  district  man- 
ager, and  together  they  plan  to  visit  Salt 
Lake  City,  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Port- 
land and  Seattle. 

Wolfe  Cohen,  vice-president  of  Warners 
International  Corp.,  is  back  from  his  first 
inspection  trip  to  Cuba,  Mexico  and  Vene- 
zuela. He  intends  to  visit  other  countries 
under  his  supervision  in  the  near  future,  in- 
cluding South  America,  Australia  and  the 
Far  East. 

Max  Fellerman  and  Joseph  Kinsky,  Para- 
mount theatre  department  executives,  went 
to  Cincinnati  for  conferences  with  Harry 
David,  operator  of  Northio  Theatres. 

G.  Ralph  Branton,  general  manager  of 
Tri-States  Theatres  Corp.,  Des  Moines,  was 
a visitor.  He  was  accompanied  by  Harry 
Warren,  executive  of  Central  States  The- 
atres, and  Joseph  Deitsch,  buyer  and  booker. 


in  Latin-America  . . . Herman  Goldberg, 
traveling  representative  for  Warners  distri- 
bution department,  was  in  Seattle  and  Butte, 
Mont.,  recently. 

Oscar  A.  Doob,  Loew’s  Theatres  adver- 
tising and  publicity  chief,  left  for  a visit  to 
the  company’s  studios  on  the  coast  . . . Eddie 
Dowden  is  back  at  his  desk  at  Loew’s  after 
being  confined  to  his  home  for  several  days 
because  of  a severe  cold. 

Hazel  Andersen,  Omaha;  Lila  Goodin,  San 
Francisco,  and  Eleanore  King,  Denver,  all 
M-G-M  office  managers,  have  arrived  for 
home  office  conferences.  Other  arrivals  were 
Field  Exploiteers  J.  E.  Watson,  Cincinnati; 
Charles  Deardourff,  Cleveland,  and  Norman 
Linz,  Indianapolis  . . . Bob  Savini  is  on  a 
tour  of  Astor  Pictures  exchange  in  Char- 
lotte, Atlanta,  New  Orleans  and  Dallas.  He 
will  also  visit  the  Howard  Hughes  general 
office  in  Houston. 

Edward  Cohen,  supervisor  of  South  Ameri- 
ca, and  Leslie  Whelan,  in  charge  of  sales 
promotion  for  20th-Fox  International  Corp., 
left  for  visits  to  Latin-America.  Cohen  will 
confer  with  managers  of  20th-Fox  offices 
in  Peru,  Chile,  Argentina  and  Brazil,  while 
Whelan  is  scheduled  to  visit  all  countries  in 
South  and  Central  America. 

Carole  Landis  made  her  stage  debut  re- 
cently on  Broadway  in  “A  Lady  Says  Yes” 
at  the  Broadhurst  Theatre  . . . Margaret 
O’Brien  made  her  first  and  only  New  York 
stage  appearances  at  the  Capitol  recently, 
at  the  two  “stars  in  person”  shows. 


L.  J.  Schlaifer,  20th-Fox  central  sales  man- 
ager, is  back  from  visits  to  the  Cleveland 
and  Chicago  exchanges  . . . Francis  Harmon, 
coordinator  of  WAC,  celebrated  his  50th 
birthday  recently. 

Harry  H.  Thomas,  Monogram  eastern  di- 
vision manager,  is  on  a ten-day  trip  to  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  and  Detroit. 

Louis  Randall  Pierson,  author  of  “Rough- 
ly Speaking,”  on  which  the  forthcoming 
Warners  film  is  based,  arrived  in  town  from 
the  coast  . . . Henry  Blanke,  Warners  pro- 
ducer, is  due  in  from  'the  coast  shortly.  He 
is  expected  to  remain  in  the  east  for  several 
weeks. 

H.  M.  Bessey,  vice-president  of  Altec,  is 
back  from  a visit  to  the  Detroit  district  office. 

Following  the  regional  sales  meeting  con- 
ducted by  Republic  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel 
in  Chicago,  Steve  Edwards,  director  of  pub- 
licity, went  to  the  Mesabi  iron  range  in 
Minnesota  to  gather  background  material  for 
the  company’s  forthcoming  production  of 
“The  Iron  Master,”  slated  to  go  before  the 
cameras  in  March.  Following  his  visit  to 
Minnesota,  Edwards  will  go  to  the  coast. 

I.  Coval,  formerly  branch  manager  for 
Warners  in  Montreal,  arrived  in  town  to  get 
acquainted  with  the  foreign  department  set- 
up, after  which  he  is  slated  for  a new  post 
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Frances  Gifford,  M-G-M  starlet,  was  at 
the  Waldorf  from  the  coast,  accompanied  by 
her  mother  ...  A.  A.  Ward,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  Altec  Lansing  Corp., 
was  in  town  from  the  coast  for  conferences 
with  army  and  naval  officials. 

Don  Widland,  associated  with  Jam  Handy 
for  the  last  nine  years,  has  resigned  to  join 
the  motion  picture  division  of  the  J.  Walter 
Thompson  advertising  agency.  Prior  to  be- 
ing with  Handy,  Widland  was  connected  with 
the  Cooperative  circuit  and  with  RKO  in 
Detroit. 

Steve  Broidy,  Monogram  general  sales 
manager,  flew  to  Washington  from  the  coast 
to  attend  the  meeting  with  WPB  officials 
. . . James  Winn  and  Rud  Lohrenz,  UA  dis- 
trict managers  in  Boston  and  Chicago,  re- 
spectively, were  in  town  for  home  office 
conferences  . . . H.  D.  Hearn  of  Exhibitors’ 
Service,  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  and  Mrs.  Hearn 
have  returned  to  that  city  after  a visit. 

Chick  Lewis  is  convalescing  at  his  home 
following  an  eye  operation  at  the  New  York 
Medical  Center. 


Holdovers  Are  Piling  Up 
On  'Hollywood  Canteen' 

NEW  YORK — Holdovers  are  being  given 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  in  both  large  and  small 
towns,  according  to  Warners.  After  five 
weeks  on  Broadway  the  picture  has  gone  into 
third  weeks  in  Akron,  Baltimore,  Dayton, 
Reading,  Louisville  and  three  Los  Angeles 
houses,  with  second  weeks  in  155  of  the  first 
160  bookings,  including  smaller  situations  like 
Greensburg,  Pa.;  Norwich,  Conn.;  Steuben- 
ville, Worcester,  Erie,  Allentown,  Canton, 
Stamford  and  other  spots. 

Day  and  date  bookings  include  Trenton, 
Washington,  Los  Angeles,  Denver  and  Port- 
land, Ore, 


Managers  of  Ceniury 
Circuit  Are  Shifted 

NEW  YORK — J.  R.  Springer,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Century  circuit,  has  made  a num- 
ber of  personnel  changes  at  various  houses. 

Mike  Nicholas,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Kingsway,  has  been  named  manager  of  the 
Patio,  and  will  supervise  the  Flatbush  di- 
vision, consisting  of  the  Patio,  Parkside,  Lin- 
den and  Tivoli  theatres.  Ed  Freiberger,  for- 
mer supervisor  of  the  Flatbush  division  and 
manager  of  the  Patio,  has  been  made  mana- 
ger of  the  Avalon,  and  will  supervise  the 
Kings  Highway  division,  composed  of  the 
Avalon,  Mayfair,  Kingsway,  Triangle  and 
Elm  theatres. 

Leonard  Freund,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Avalon  and  supervisor  of  the  Kings  Highway 
division,  will  now  manage  the  Nostrand,  and 
will  handle  the  Midwood  section,  consisting 
of  the  Midwood,  Nostrand,  Vogue,  Marine 
and  Quentin  theatres.  Loy  W.  McEachern, 
formerly  manager  of  the  Nostrand,  and 
supervisor  of  the  Midwood  section,  will  man- 
age the  Farragut,  and  will  supervise  another 
Piatbush  division,  composed  of  the  Farragut, 
Albermarle,  Rialto  and  College  theatres. 

Transfer  McAdams  to  Bliss 

Edward  McAdams,  formerly  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Town,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Bliss  in  the  same  post.  Curtis  Vance  is  the 
new  assistant  manager  of  the  Huntington. 
Mike  Hudish,  formerly  manager  of  the  Far- 
ragut, has  been  transferred  to  the  Mayfair 
as  manager.  Harold  Newman,  formerly  man- 
ager of  the  Mayfair,  is  the  new  manager  of 
the  Kingsway.  William  May,  formerly  of  the 
Community,  has  been  named  manager  of  the 
Freeport. 

John  Mathews,  former  manager  of  the 
Freeport,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Com- 
munity. Enrico  Ferrari , former  assistant 
manager  of  the  Tivoli,  is  now  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Kingsway.  J.  Redwine,  formerly 
assistant  manager  of  the  Albermarle,  is  now 
assistant  manager  of  the  Tivoli.  Robert  Levy, 
former  assistant  manager  of  the  Kingsway, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Nostrand  as 
assistant  manager.  Mrs.  Libby  Klein,  for- 
merly assistant  manager  of  the  Farragut,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Rialto  as  assistant 
manager.  Joe  Jackson,  formerly  assistant 
manager  of  the  Midwood,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Farragut  as  assistant  manager. 


"Have,  Have  Not"  Air  Plug 
Costing  WB  $100,000 

NEW  YORK — Warners  will  spend  approxi- 
mately $100,000  on  its  radio  campaign  on 
“To  Have  and  Have  Not.”  To  blanket  the 
country,  the  campaign  will  use  leading  sta- 
tions in  100  cities,  with  25  broadcasts  sched- 
uled over  a period  of  three  weeks. 

This  will  be  the  largest  national  radio  spot 
announcement  campaign  undertaken  by  War- 
ners in  launching  the  general  release  of  a 
picture,  and  will  get  under  way  next  week. 
Because  this  will  be  the  first  large  scale 
national  spot  advertising  undertaken  by 
Warners,  company  executives  will  closely 
study  the  results  of  the  campaign  and  use 
their  findings  as  a guide  in  future  radio 
activity . 


16  Weeks  for  “Have  Not" 

NEW  YORK— Originally  scheduled  to  end 
its  extended  run  at  the  Hollywood  on  Janu- 
ary 16,  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  will  re- 
main for  another  two  weeks.  This  will  give 
the  Bogart-Bacall  picture  a Broadway  run 
of  16  weeks,  the  longest  engagement  at  the 
Hollywood  with  the  exception  of  “Yankee 
Doodle  Dandy.” 

“Roughly  Speaking”  will  follow  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not”  on  January  31. 
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Along  New  York's  Filmrow 


-By  CHARLES  BECKER. 


Snow  and  Sleet  Cut 
B'dway's  First  Runs 

NEW  YORK  — While  first  run  business 
continues  at  a brisk  pace,  the  postholiday 
reaction  and  a snowstorm  combined  to  act 
as  a brake  on  the  terrific  grosses  of  the 
previous  week.  The  fact  that  holdovers  con- 
stituted the  entire  lineup  also  was  a re- 
straining influence  on  grosses. 

Twentieth-Fox’s  “The  Keys  of  the  King- 
dom’’ at  the  Rivoli  and  Metro’s  “Meet  Me 
in  St.  Louis”  were  the  tops  among  holdovers. 
“St.  Louis”  is  ending  its  seventh  week  at 
the  Astor. 

“Main  Street  After  Dark,”  a Metro  release, 
premiered  at  the  Rialto  on  Friday  after  four 
weeks  of  record-breaking  business  returned 
by  Universal’s  “House  of  Frankenstein.” 


(Average  is  100) 

Astor — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  6th  wk 2G0 

Capitol — Music  ior  Millions  (M-G-M),  plus  stage 

show,  3rd  wk.  - - 145 

Criterion — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk 175 

Hollywood — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

13th  wk ---125 

Palace — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  2nd  wk 115 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  plus 

stage  show,  2nd  wk 170 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — National  Velvet  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show,  4th  wk 155 

Rialto — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  4th  wk 105 

Rivoli — The  Keys  ol  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk - 210 

Roxy — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show,  3rd  wk - -180 

Strand — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  plus  stage 

show,  4th  wk — 1 60 


"Tokyo"  Leads  Excellent  Week 
At  Buffalo;  Streets  Cleared 

BUFFALO — “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
was  tops  here  with  180  per  cent  at  the  Buf- 
falo. “Can’t  Help  Singing”  was  a close  sec- 
ond in  a second  week  at  the  Lafayette. 
“Experiment  Perilous”  and  “Girl  Rush”  were 
excellent  in  a second  week  at  the  20th  Cen- 
tury. “Frenchman’s  Creek”  held  up  well  at 
the  Great  Lakes,  also  a holdover.  The  Hipp 
was  off  with  an  extra  seven  days  of  “The 
Doughgirls.”  The  holdovers  were  strong  be- 
cause few  moviegoers  were  able  to  get  down- 
town during  the  previous  week’s  record- 
breaking  snowstorm.  Street  conditions  have 
cleared  up  here,  thanks  to  local  snow-fight- 
ing equipment  being  augmented  by  giant 
plows  from  the  state  highway  department 
which  acted  in  the  storm  emergency. 


Buffalo — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 180 

Great  Lakes — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 154 

Hippodrome — The  Doughgirls  (WB),  2nd  d.  t. 

wk.,  moveover  92 

Lafayette — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  d.  t. 

wk.,  Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ) 175 

20th  Century — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO); 

Girl  Rush  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 164 


Holiday  Impetus  Continues  in  All 
Boxoffices  at  Philadelphia 

PHILADELPHIA  — The  holiday  impetus 
carried  over  and  the  boxoffices  in  the  center 
city  houses  are  continuing  to  click  merrily. 
There  were  only  two  minor  league  openings, 
“Gypsy  Wildcat”  and  “One  Body  Too  Many.” 
All  main  houses  are  featuring  holdovers. 


Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 170 

Arcadia — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 175 

Boyd — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  wk 150 

Earle — One  Body  Too  Many  (Para),  with  Jan 

Savitt  orchestra  110 

Fox — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 180 

Karlton — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para)  160 

Keith's — Climax  (Univ)  90 

Mastbaum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 170 

Stanley- — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO),  2nd  wk..,185 
Stanton — Gypsy  Wildcat  (Univ)  165 


Associates  to  Install 

NEW  YORK — Installation  of  newly-elected 
officers  of  Motion  Picture  Associates  will  be 
held  at  the  Hotel  Astor  January  19.  The 
slate  is  headed  by  Morris  Sanders  who  was 
recently  re-elected. 


T)EAR  EXHIBITOR: 

Something  unusual  has  happened.  An 
exhibitor  has  gone  all-out  in  praise  of  man- 
agers! 

Who  is  this  unusual  gent?  And  what 
causes  him  to  toss  his  hat  in  the  air? 

His  name  is  Julius  Charnow,  a Brooklyn 
exhibitor  who  operates  the  Cinema  Theatre. 
The  reason  for  his  great  enthusiasm  is  the 
swell  job  that  managers  are  doing  in  selling 
bonds. 

Charnow  just  can’t  get  over  the  way  man- 
agers— all  managers  — have  thrown  them- 
selves into  the  job.  He  wanted  us  to  shout 
this  news  from  the  housetops  and,  feeling 
the  same  way,  we’re  glad  to  oblige. 

Charnow  says:  “Most  people  take  for 
granted  the  swell  job  managers  are  doing 
as  issuing  agents  for  the  sale  of  bonds. 
During  the  Sixth  War  Loan  I had  the  priv- 
ilege of  watching  at  close  range  how  these 
fellows  worked.  Many  toiled  into  the  wee 
hours  of  the  morning  on  their  bond  sales. 

Managing  a Full  Time  Job 

“I  don’t  have  to  tell  you  that  managing  a 
theatre  is  a full  time  job.  Those  fellows 
were  burning  the  candle  at  both  ends.  They 
did  this  ungrudgingly  and  without  any 
thought  of  personal  gain. 

“I  know  that  managers  all  over  the  coun- 
try are  doing  a bang-up  job  of  bond-selling. 
But  I wish  to  pay  particular  tribute  to  the 
Brownsville  men,  because  I happen  to  be 
personally  aware  of  the  job  they  did  during 
the  Sixth  War  Loan. 

“The  group,  composed  of  A1  Weiss,  Loew’s 
Pitkin,  chairman;  Murray  Reisner,  Ambassa- 
dor, and  George  Davis,  Randforce  division 
manager,  performed  a service  that  is  a credit 
to  the  entire  motion  picture  industry.  I am 
proud  of  their  achievements  and  prouder  still 
to  be  a part  of  an  industry  that  can  boast 
of  such  tireless  workers.” 

For  our  own  part,  we  consider  all  mana- 
gers the  GIs  of  the  industry,  doing  the 
toughest  work,  and  getting  the  least  recog- 
nition. 

Yours  truly, 

Charles  Becker. 

P.  S.  You  may  be  interested  to  know  that 
Weiss’s  work  bore  fruit.  The  Pitkin  sold  a 
grand  total  of  $1,252,775  worth  of  bonds  of 
all  classifications  during  the  Sixth — to  lead 
the  entire  country.  That’s  a mark  to  shoot  at! 


NEWS  ROUNDUP:  Jesse  L.  Stern,  presi- 
dent of  the  Unaffiliated  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors’ Ass’n,  may  fly  to  Europe  on  an 
undisclosed  mission  . . . Exhibitor  Michael 
Ruden  is  spending-  a 10-day  respite  in  At- 
lantic City.  His  partner,  Arthur  M.  Rapf, 
left  for  a five-week  visit  to  the  coast. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  theatres 


"Rainbow"  Breaks  Records 

NEW  YORK— “The  Rainbow,”  Soviet  film, 
now  finishing  its  12th  week  at  the  Stanley, 
has  established  a new  record  for  any  Russian 
film  in  the  United  States.  The  last  Soviet 
film  to  approach  this  mark  was  “Girl  From 
Leningrad”  which  ran  for  11  weeks  in  1941. 

“The  Rainbow,”  recently  selected  as  the 
best  foreign  film  of  the  year  by  two  lead- 
ing critics,  has  broken  records  at  the  theatre. 


NE  Pledges  at  New  High 

BOSTON — Every  state  in  New  England  al- 
ready has  more  theatres  pledged  in  the  1945 
March  of  Dimes  than  it  had  during  the  en- 
tire previous  year’s  campaign. 


are  affiliated  with  the  Brandt  booking  office 
. . . The  War  Labor  Board  has  approved  an 
application  for  a 10  per  cent  salary  increase 
made  by  Film  Exchange  Employes  Union, 
Local  B51,  IATSE.  The  wage  boost  is  retro- 
active to  Dec.  1,  1942. 


FILMROW  GOSSIP:  George  “Doc”  Em- 
mett, film  buyer  and  booker  for  the  Lee  New- 
bury circuit,  has  recovered  from  a serious 
illness  and  is  back  in  harness  again  . . . The 
mother  of  Elizabeth  Hoffman,  M-G-M  em- 
ploye, died  . . . Harry  Zeitel,  RKO  salesman 
who  has  been  ill,  is  expected  to  return  to 
work  soon. 


Monogram’s  New  York  exchange,  now  in 
fourth  place  in  the  national  sales  drive,  is 
trying  with  might  and  main  to  improve  its 
position  . . . Jerry  Herzog,  formerly  of  PRC, 
is  now  New  Jersey  salesman  for  Republic. 


Exhibitor  Herbert  Shusterman,  owner  of 
the  Roky  Theatre,  Perth  Amboy,  visited  the 
local  exchanges  for  the  first  time  in  several 
months  . . . RKO  Salesman  Edward  Carroll 
is  a grandfather  for  the  second  time.  His 
daughter  and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ro- 
land Brown,  became  the  parents  of  a baby 
girl  named  Patricia  Ann.  The  baby  was  born 
in  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  Montclair,  N.  J. 


The  Decatur,  Brooklyn,  operated  by  Isreal 
Schein,  is  now  booking  and  buying  films 
through  Sam  Stiefel’s  booking  office  . . . 
Rose  Scull,  secretary  to  Sam  Lefkowiiz,  UA 
district  manager,  has  resigned  to  join  Eng- 
lish Films,  Inc.  . . . Bill  Moses,  former  UA 
salesman,  is  now  a member  of  the  sales  staff 
of  the  same  company. 


THE  DISTAFF  SIDE:  Virginia  Aaron, 
Metro  booker,  was  given  a birthday  party  at 
the  Hunting  room  of  the  Hotel  Astor  . . . 
Florence  Harr,  UA  file  clerk,  has  become  a 
model  . . . Dorothy  Picker,  wife  of  Sidney 
Picker,  erstwhile  Republic  office  manager, 
was  a visitor  from  the  coast. 


Unaffiliated  Independent  Exhibitors  Ass’n 
is  mulling  plans  for  a March  banquet  . . . 
Exhibitor  Murray  Ginsberg,  Beacon,  N.  Y„  is 
vacationing  in  the  south  . . . Frank  Del 
Conte  of  the  U.S.  navy,  who  recently  returned 
from  two  years’  service  in  the  Pacific,  visited 
his  uncle,  Anthony  Ricci,  Republic  salesman. 


SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES:  Because  they 
could  not  obtain  adequate  food  supplies,  Film 
Exchange  Employes  Union,  Local  B51, 
IATSE,  had  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  in- 
stallation of  officers.  The  event  had  been 
scheduled  for  January  8 at  the  Capitol  Hotel. 


Edward  Small  Planning 
Ten  Costly  Productions 

NEW  YORK — Edward  Small,  independent 
producer  who  releases  through  UA,  will  make 
a program  of  ten  features  over  an  indefinite 
period,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  more  than 
$10,000,000.  Films  will  be  geared  for  accep- 
tance in  the  world  as  well  as  domestic 
markets. 

First  film  slated  to  go  before  the  cameras 
in  early  March  is  “Cagliostro,”  from  the 
Alexander  Dumas  novel,  and  will  star  George 
Sanders.  Others  include  “Bella  Donna,”  “A 
Time  Is  Born,”  “Valentino,”  “Kate  Fenni- 
gate,”  “The  Ghost  of  Monte  Cristo,”  “Lu- 
crezia  Borgia,”  “D’Artagnan”  and  “The  No- 
torious Nancy  Grey.” 
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Liberated  Areas  Hungry 
For  U.S.  Screen  Fare 


NEW  YORK— More  than  3,500  picture  the- 
atres are  now  operating  in  France,  and  the 
number  is  increasing  steadily  each  week  as 
additional  electric  power  is  available  to  the 
liberated  areas.  The  most  difficult  problem 
at  the  moment  is  that  of  film  transport,  ac- 
cording to  Robert  Riskin,  chief  of  OWI's 
Overseas  Motion  Picture  Bureau,  just  re- 
turned from  a ten  weeks’  tour  of  duty 
through  France,  Belgium,  Holland,  Luxem- 
bourg and  the  United  Kingdom. 

Due  to  the  shortage  of  gasoline,  the  dozen 
U.S.  film  salesmen  now  operating  out  of 
Paris  are  unable  to  reach  certain  exhibiting 
centers.  So  great  is  the  demand  for  Ameri- 
can pictures,  exhibitors  from  the  inaccessible 
areas  contrive  somehow  to  promote  the  much- 
needed  transportation.  The  authorities  do 
not  inquire  too  closely  into  how  or  where 
the  theatre  owner  has  obtained  his  transport, 
says  Riskin;  they  do,  however,  insist  he  also 
take  back  with  him  complete  film  programs 
for  all  his  competitors! 

France  Far  From  Devastated 

France  is  far  from  devastated,  the  OWI 
picture  chief  continues,  as  proven  by  the  vast 
number  of  theatres  now  in  operation.  Some 
cf  the  houses  are  being  used  by  the  army  for 
troop  showings,  usually  at  times  not  likely  to 
interfere  with  civilian  performances.  Al- 
though France  is  still  nominally  a war  zone, 
it  is  under  civil  administration;  this  enables 
the  OWI  overseas  authorities  to  set  a price 
ceiling  on  all  seats  throughout  the  liberated 
areas,  one  which  may  be  relaxed  later. 

Theatres,  the  ownership  of  which  may  be 
in  doubt,  are  managed  by  appointed  custodi- 
ans; most  of  the  remaining  houses  have  been 
returned  to  their  legal  owners.  So,  too,  have 
the  government  authorities  restored  the  films 
recovered  in  the  liberated  areas  to  their  legal 
owners,  American  distributing  companies,  for 
the  most  part.  It  was  a simple  process,  thanks 
to  the  books  and  control  sheets  being  in  per- 
fect order,  enabling  the  distributors’  repre- 
sentatives to  recover  their  records,  prints, 
etc.,  with  a minimum  of  delay. 

French  studios  maintained  production  dur- 
ing the  German  occupation.  This  does  not 
infer  they  were  collaborationists,  Riskin  em- 
phatically points  out;  on  the  contrary,  under 
the  very  noses  of  their  Nazi  oppressors  the 
courageous  picture-makers  daringly  managed 
to  produce  on  many  occasions  films  contain- 
ing sly  anti-Axis  propaganda. 

Despite  constant  requests  from  the  French 
critics  and  public  for  American  films,  OWI 
was  reluctant  to  release  certain  pictures  lest 
they  evoke  unfavorable  reaction.  Thus  Chap- 


lin’s “The  Great  Dictator”  was  temporarily 
shelved,  like  another  film  comedy  called  "The 
Lambeth  Walk”  which  satirized  the  goose- 
step.  It  caused  disturbances.  Recently  released 
in  Italy  and  France,  both  pictures  are  now 
scoring  terrific  boxoffice  success. 

Nor  is  the  popularity  of  American  pictures 
confined  to  Hollywood  product,  Riskin  points 
out;  OWI  documentaries  and  newsreels  are 
in  great  demand,  audiences  abroad  show  ter- 
rific interest  in  shots  of  war  production,  bat- 
tle scenes  from  the  Southwest  Pacific,  etc. 
Particularly  popular  in  France  are  the  OWI 
releases  “Salute  to  France”  and  “Jeep.”  The 
latter  recently  received  the  Morocco  Grand 
Prize  for  the  best  documentary  film. 

Low  Countries  Feel  War’s  Wrath 

In  Holland  many  theatres  have  been  com- 
pletely destroyed.  So  eager  are  the  Dutch  to 
see  motion  pictures,  Riskin  says,  they  will 
continue  to  patronize  film  houses  which  have 
half  of  their  walls  down.  Theatres  in  Bel- 
gium and  Luxembourg  have  also  been  dam- 
aged badly.  The  governments  of  those  coun- 
tries, like  that  of  England,  although  recog- 
nizing the  value  of  films  as  a morale  builder 
hesitate  to  expend  critically-needed  material 
in  repairing  picture  theatres  that  may  be 
bombed  into  rubble  at  some  future  date. 

The  reaction  of  Luxembourg's  population 
to  Nazi  occupational  measures  is  best  ex- 
emplified by  a theatre  owner’s  remark  to 
Riskin;  “When  the  Nazis  were  here,  they 
forbade  us  to  speak  French,  our  native 
tongue.  They  forced  us  to  speak  Germany 
only.  If  I were  to  run  a German  dialog 
picture  now,  the  audience  would  tear  my 
theatre  to  pieces.” 

In  Belgium  Riskin  set  up  an  arrangement 
with  the  government  whereby  the  many 
pirated  versions  of  American  films  are  rap- 
idly being  withdrawn  from  circulation.  For 
years  unauthorized  duped  prints  of  Ameri- 
can pictures  have  proven  a thorn  in  the  side 
of  our  releasing  companies.  Thanks  to  the 
agreement  reached  between  Riskin  and  the 
Chambre  Syndicale,  the  latter  will  hence- 
forth pass  on  the  ownership  of  all  disputed 
prints. 

Another  windfall  for  American  companies 
was  the  finding  in  the  UFA  vaults  in  Brus- 
sels of  many  reels  of  Hollywood-made  film 
confiscated  by  the  Nazis.  These  are  now 
being  distributed  by  their  rightful  owners 
to  Belgian  exhibitors.  OWI  now  occupies 
UFA’S  former  quarters  in  Brussels,  and  hap- 
pily relieves  the  prevailing  paper  shortage 
by  utilizing  the  German  company’s  stationery 
for  scratch  pads. 


Republic's  Chicago 
Sales  Meet  Opens 

CHICAGO — Republic’s  second  in  a series  of 
sales  conferences  was  held  here,  Thursday, 
Friday  and  Saturday  at  the  Hotel  Black- 
stone.  Field  men  and  home  office  execu- 
tives reviewed  the  company’s  distribution 
and  production  progress  for  the  year  and 
conferred  on  the  lineup  for  1945-1948.  James 
R.  Grainger,  president  and  general  sales 
manager,  opened  Thursday's  session. 

The  sessions  followed  immediately  after 
the  New  York  meeting  which  closed  on 
Wednesday  at  the  New  York  Athletic  Club. 
Grainger  paid  a tribute  to  the  sales  staff  for 
the  results  achieved  during  the  past  year. 
He  stressed  that  the  men  had  to  hurdle 
wartime  difficulties  in  maintaining  contact 
with  exhibitors. 

H.  J.  Yates  sr.  made  the  opening  address 
at  the  meeting,  which  was  attended  by  Wil- 
liam Saal,  his  executive  assistant;  E.  L. 
Walton,  assistant  general  sales  manager;  the 
following  district  managers;  Maxwell  Gillis, 
Sam  Seplowin,  Jack  Davis,  Will  Baker,  Mer- 
ritt Davis  and  Francis  Bateman;  Walter  L. 
Titus  jr.,  executive  assistant  to  Grainger; 
Albert  Schiller,  general  auditor  at  the  home 
office;  Si  Borus,  contract  department  man- 
ager; E.  H.  Seifert,  service  department  man- 
ager and  S.  Edwards  director  of  publicity. 

Sales  personnel  included  Branch  Managers 
Winfield  Snelson,  Atlanta;  Harold  Laird, 
Tampa;  J.  H.  Dillon,  Charlotte;  L.  V. 
Seicshnaydre,  New  Orleans;  Lew  H.  Andres, 
Memphis;  N.  J.  Colquhoun,  Dallas;  Glen 
Alt,  Oklahoma  City;  William  Feld,  Des 
Moines;  J.  G.  Frackman,  Milwaukee;  W.  M. 
Grant,  Minneapolis;  Harry  Leftholtz,  Oma- 
ha; Nat  E.  Steinberg,  St.  Louis,  and  Fran- 
chise Holder  Robert  F.  Withers,  Kansas  City. 

Special  representatives  J.  V.  Scully,  G.  D. 
Milford  and  John  A.  Alexander  also  attended. 

Joseph  Schildkraut,  who  appears  in  Repub- 
lic’s forthcoming  "Flame  of  Barbary  Coast,” 
and  Wild  Bill  Elliott,  western  star,  were 
visitors. 

UA  Home  Office  Plays 
Host  to  Silverstone 

NEW  YORK — United  Artists  home  office 
executives,  producers  and  their  representa- 
tives played  host  to  Emanuel  Silverstone 
with  a testimonial  dinner  at  Toots  Shors. 

Silverstone  has  relinquished  his  position 
as  assistant  to  Western  Division  Manager 
J.  J.  Unger  to  become  special  representative 
of  the  UA  foreign  department  and  will  short- 
ly leave  for  overseas. 

Among  the  home  office  executives  in  at- 
tendance were;  Edward  C.  Raftery,  Gradwell 
L.  Sears,  Carl  Leserman,  Edward  Schnitzer, 
J.  J.  Unger,  Harry  Gold,  Harry  Buckley,  Paul 
Lazarus  sr.,  Walter  Gould,  Tom  Mulrooney, 
Harry  Muller,  Sam  Lefkowitz,  Jack  Ellis, 
Charles  Steele,  Phil  Dow,  Jack  Wrege,  Charles 
Goetz,  Eddie  Mullen,  Walter  Liebler,  Harry 
Schroeder,  Lou  Pollock,  Bernard  Kamber,  Rex 
Williams,  James  Dunn  and  Herb  Berg.  Also 
Major  Monroe  W.  Greenthal  and  S/Sgt. 
Paul  Lazarus  jr. 

Also  present  were:  Jules  Levey,  William  J. 
Heineman,  Lowell  Calvert,  David  E.  Wesh- 
ner,  Seymour  Poe,  Budd  Rogers,  Archie 
Mayer,  Bernie  Kreisler,  Harry  Kosiner, 
Schuyler  Wilson,  Sol  Krugman,  Bob  Mont- 
gomery and  Dan  Frankel. 


Ice  Show  Opening 

NEW  YORK — Sonja  Henie,  star  of  Inter- 
national Pictures'  Technicolor  musical,  “It’s 
a Pleasure,”  has  opened  her  Hollywood  Ice 
Revue  at  Madison  Square  Garden  for  a lim- 
ited engagement. 


SILVERSTONE  HONORED — United  Artists  executives  gave  a dinner  at  Toots 
Shors  in  honor  of  Emanuel  Silverstone’s  appointment  to  the  post  of  special  repre- 
sentative of  the  foreign  department.  He  will  soon  go  overseas.  Left  to  right:  Maj. 
Monroe  Greenthal,  Gradwell  Sears,  Emanuel  Silverstone,  Bernie  Kamber  and 

Carl  Leserman. 
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Exchanges  io  Assist 
Theatre  Collections 

NEW  YORK — Theatre  managers  short  of 
assistants  have  been  invited  to  call  upon 
bookers,  salesmen  and  exchange  executives 
for  aid  in  collecting  funds  in  their  respective 
houses  during  the  March  of  Dimes  drive.  At 
a meeting  this  week  of  more  than  250  ex- 
change chiefs,  salesmen  and  bookers,  Charles 
Boasberg,  New  York  state  distributor  chair- 
man, urged  those  present  to  enlist  the  serv- 
ices of  secretaries  and  others  in  their  or- 
ganization to  help  particularly  exhibitors 
whose  houses  are  feeling  the  man-  and  girl- 
power  shortage. 

Sam  Rinzler,  co-chairman  of  the  New  York 
area,  spoke  of  the  executive  committee’s  trip 
to  Washington  where  they  learned  at  first 
hand  from  President  Roosevelt  himself  of 
the  urgent  need  of  funds  for  the  National 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis.  The 
meeting  closed  with  a screening  of  the 
special  March  of  Dimes  trailer,  “The  Miracle 
of  Hickory,”  featuring  Greer  Garson. 


Theatre  Patrons  Hailed 
As  Best  Dimes  Givers 

ROCHESTER — Motion  picture  theatre 
patrons  were  hailed  as  the  best  contributors 
to  the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile 
Paralysis  by  Elaine  Whitelaw,  New  York,  di- 
rector of  the  women’s  division  of  the  Mon- 
roe County  committee  in  Hotel  Seneca  last 
Monday. 

Pointing  out  that  theatregoers  contributed 
42  per  cent  of  the  fund  raised  last  year, 
Miss  Whitelaw  expressed  confidence  “they 
will  do  their  share  this  year.” 

Miss  Whitelaw  said  one-third  of  the  polio 
cases  in  the  1944  epidemic,  worse  since  1916, 
were  in  New  York  state.  She  paid  glowing 
tribute  to  the  work  being  done  by  Strong 
Memorial  Hospital  here  and  explained  that 
50  per  cent  of  contributions  to  the  foundation 
were  allocated  to  hospitals  throughout  the 
country. 

Dr.  R.  Plato  Schwartz  of  the  University 
of  Rochester  school  of  medicine  showed  a 
polio  film  and  explained  progress  in  me- 
chanically registering  degree  of  recovery  in 
affected  muscles. 


"Double-Barreled"  Dimes  Appeal 
Arranged  by  Lester  Pollock 

ROCHESTER — Lester  Pollock,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Rochester  Theatre  here,  had  sur- 
prises for  both  his  patrons  and  diners  at  the 
Seneca  Hotel  dinner  of  the  Monroe  County 
committee  of  the  fund  raising  appeal  for 
the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile  Pa- 
ralysis Thursday. 

Surprise  feature  of  the  polio  dinner  was 
to  be  a preview  of  the  Metro  infantile 
paralysis  trailer  with  Greer  Garson  as  nar- 
rator, shown  by  Pollock. 

Basil  O’Connor,  president  of  the  national 
foundation,  speaker  at  the  campaign  dinner, 
accepted  an  invitation  by  Pollock  to  appear 
on  the  Loew  stage  later  in  the  evening  for 
a brief  address. 


Pittsburgh  Plans  Ready 

PITTSBURGH  — Allegheny  County  mana- 
gers have  completed  plans  for  the  March 
of  Dimes  collections,  January  25-31.  Details 
were  discussed  at  a meeting  attended  by 
Joseph  Feldman,  Warners;  Harry  Green- 
man,  Loew’s;  Sam  De  Fazio,  Harris  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  and  Morris  Finkel,  representing 
the  independents.  About  30  managers  also 
were  present. 


FOR  WORK  WELL  DONE— Ned  E.  Depinet,  chairman  of  the  WAC’s  distribu- 
tors’ division,  and  Leon  J.  Bamberger,  his  assistant,  during  1944,  receive  plaques 


expressing  the  committee’s  appreciation 

Depinet  and  Bamberger 
Honor  Guests  of  WAC 

NEW  YORK — Chairman  Ned  Depinet  and 
Assistant  Chairman  Leon  Bamberger  of  the 
distributors  division  of  the  War  Activities 
Committee  during  1944  were  guests  of  honor 
at  a WAC  staff  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 
Gradwell  L.  Sears  and  Edward  M.  Schnitzer, 
respectively,  succeed  Depinet  and  Bamberger. 

In  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  retiring  chairman  and  assistant  chair- 
man, the  WAC  presented  each  with  an  en- 
graved plaque.  Special  guests  included  N. 
Peter  Rathvon,  Leo  Brecher,  Harry  Mandel, 
Arthur  Brilant,  H.  M.  Richey,  William 
Michel  and  Major  L.  E.  Thompson. 

Cape  May  Exhibitor 
Sets  Bond  Records 

WILDWOOD,  N.  J.— President  William  C. 
Hunt  of  Hunt  Enterprises,  chairman  of  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  for  the  four  Wildwoods, 
exceeded  all  his  quotas  in  the  recent  bond 
sales  drive.  His  quota  for  the  island  resort 
was  $565,000,  his  sales  totaled  $846,033.50. 

He  sold  $176,258.50  in  E bonds,  despite  the 
fact  that  his  quota,  set  at  $140,000,  was  in 
itself  $50,000  higher  than  any  other  in  Cape 
May  County.  In  percentages,  Hunt’s  overall 
sales  were  150  per  cent,  his  E bond  sales 
126  per  cent. 

Honor  Theatre  Manager 
For  E Bond  Record 

NEW  YORK — A1  Weiss,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Pitkin,  Brooklyn,  received  a special  citation 
signed  by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Henry 
Morgenthau  for  selling  $1,035,000  in  E bonds 
during  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive. 

To  do  this,  the  theatre  had  to  sell  10,070 
individual  bonds.  The  Pitkin’s  patrons  also 
invested  $219,300  in  F and  G bonds. 


Mrs.  J.  Schine  Honored 

ALBANY — Mrs.  J.  Myer  Schine,  wife  of  the 
Gloversville  Theatre  magnate,  is  among  the 
well-known  persons  whom  the  American  Hu- 
mane Ass’n  has  elected  honorary  vice-presi- 
dents in  public  recognition  of  “long  service 
in  the  cause  of  animal  and  bird  welfare.” 
The  list  of  45  also  has  the  name  of  George 
Arliss,  long-time  stage  and  screen  actor. 


from  George  J.  Schaefer,  chairman. 


N.  Y.  Federation  of  Women 
Votes  Award  to  "SYWA" 

NEW  YORK — A special  award  has  been 
made  to  David  O.  Selznick  for  his  produc- 
tion of  “Since  You  Went  Away,”  by  the 
New  York  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs. 
The  film  was  termed  “the  best  picture  of 
the  year  for  home  front  morale.” 

Mrs.  George  Erath,  chairman  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  division  of  the  federation,  in 
describing  the  award,  said: 

“The  important  part  that  motion  pictures 
are  playing  in  bolstering  the  home  front 
morale  is  so  effectively  brought  out  by  David 

O.  Selznick’s  splendid  production,  ‘Since  You 
Went  Away,’  especially  insofar  as  the  women 
of  America  are  concerned  that  we  deemed 
it  imperative  to  make  this  special  award 
so  that  it  would  be  brought  to  the  attention 
of  all  American  homes  at  this  time.” 

The  committee  is  sending  letters  endors- 
ing the  film  to  all  affiliated  branches. 


Incorporations 


—ALBANY— 

New  Delancey  Theatre,  Inc.,  has  been 
formed  to  conduct  theatrical  business  in 
Queens  County;  capital,  100  shares,  no  par. 
Incorporators:  Arthur  L.  Krauss,  133014  72nd 
Rd.,  Forest  Hills;  Louis  Simon,  8305  21st  Ave., 
Brooklyn;  Henry  S.  Salamon,  75-02  186th  St., 
Flushing. 

Gayheart  Club,  Inc.,  to  conduct  theatrical 
business  in  Kings  County;  200  shares,  no  par. 
Incorporators:  Samuel  Gudowitz,  248  Stock- 
ton,  St.,  Harry  Rifkind,  409  E.  21st  St., 
Brooklyn;  Murray  Feldman,  1523  Union  Port 
Rd.,  Bronx. 

Theatre  Management  Corp.,  to  conduct  a 
general  theatre  and  theatre  machine  busi- 
ness in  New  York;  $1,000,  $10  par;  Agnes 
Garrison,  Rose  K.  Schein,  Tillie  Rosenfeld, 
1450  Broadway. 

Finch  Telecommunications,  Inc.,  of  Dover, 
Del.,  filed  a statement  and  designation  that 
it  has  offices  at  10  E.  40th  St.,  New  York,  for 
a business  in  equipment  used  in  radio,  tele- 
communications, etc.  James  L.  Bradford  is 
president;  capital  stock,  1,000  shares,  no  par. 

Astor  Theatre  Corp.,  made  an  increase  in 
capital  stock  from  1,000  shares,  no  par,  to 
14,500  shares.  Of  the  latter,  13,500  are  pre- 
ferred at  $100  par,  and  1,000  are  common  at 
no  par. 

The  Stuyvesant  Theatre  Co.  of  New  York, 

dissolved. 
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Warners'  Educational 
Bureau  a Fine  Asset 

NEW  YORK — The  series  of  brochures, 
study  guides  and  other  promotional  material 
prepared  and  sent  out  by  the  educational 
bureau  at  Warners  on  the  company’s  films 
has  proven  to  be  a valuable  asset  in  ob- 
taining support  and  goodwill  in  the  educa- 
tional field. 

The  educational  bureau  was  created  last 
year  as  part  of  Mort  Blumenstock’s  eastern 
advertising  and  publicity  department.  The 
promotional  material  is  sent  out  to  about 
12,000  educational  groups,  which  include 
schools,  colleges,  libraries  and  so  on,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  National  Education  Association 
groups. 

The  latest  brochure,  on  "Hollywood  Can- 
teen,” is  an  attractive  9xl2-inch  booklet 
running  to  16  pages.  It  is  subtitled  "Movies 
and  Morale,”  and  on  the  last  page  is  car- 
ried institutional  copy  highlighting  some  of 
the  forthcoming  Warner  films. 

Several  nationally  prominent  educators 
have  written  articles  for  the  booklet.  Among 
them  are  Dr.  Frederick  M.  Thrasher,  pro- 
fessor of  education  at  New  York  University, 
who  discusses  the  canteen’s  contributions; 
Esther  L.  Berg,  board  of  education  of  N.Y. 
City,  and  chairman  of  the  audio-visual  sec- 
tion of  the  N.Y.  Society  for  the  Experi- 
mental Study  of  Education,  who  writes  on 
"Democracy  American  Style  at  the  Holly- 
wood Canteen”;  and  Dr.  William  G.  Crane, 
chairman  of  the  English  department  at  City 
College,  who  writes  on  “Service  Men  at  the 
Canteen.” 

An  entire  page  is  devoted  to  discussion 
topics  suggested  by  the  film.  These  topics 
are  excellent  material  for  classroom,  club 
and  community  discussion  groups,  as  well 
as  providing  reading  and  research  items  in 
the  library. 

The  educational  bureau  states  that  re- 
quests are  still  being  received  from  schools 
and  other  groups  for  the  first  material  sent 
out  on  “Mark  Twain”  nearly  a year  ago,  and 
others  for  “Mast  of  Dimitrios”  and  “Janie.” 


Title  Role  in  "Fabulous  Texan” 

Bill  Elliott  is  set  for  the  title  role  in  Re- 
public’s “The  Fabulous  Texan.” 


Woman  Spots  Brother 
In  Naval  Action  Film 

Albany — William  J.  Heintz,  21,  as  avia- 
tion machinist’s  mate  aboard  an  airplane 
carrier,  was  identified  by  his  sister  at 
Fabian’s  Palace  as  one  of  the  crew  photo- 
graphed in  “Fighting  Lady.”  The  sailor’s 
father,  William  Heintz,  an  employe  in  the 
Times-Union  composing  room,  also  saw 
the  picture  at  a Sunday  show.  The  paper 
ran  the  identification  story  with  a photo 
captioned:  “Area  Youth  in  Palace  Film.” 
His  sister  Claire  spotted  her  brother 
among  crew  members  relaxing  at  the  coke 
bar  on  the  flat  top  during  the  filming  of 
actual  battle  scenes. 


Predicts  "Sign  of  Cross" 

To  Double  '32  Take 

NEW  YORK — In  its  current  release,  “The 
Sign  of  the  Cross”  will  probably  double  the 
domestic  gross  of  the  original  release  in 
1932,  says  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distribution.  Bas- 
ing his  prediction  on  more  than  6,000  con- 
tracts obtained  on  the  DeMille  spectacle  in 
the  first  month  of  its  release  as  a modern- 
ized production,  Reagan  pointed  out  that  the 
picture  is  doing  strong  business  in  all  key 
cities. 

In  addition  to  a terrific  gross  at  the  Vic- 
toria here,  where  the  film  is  now  in  its  fifth 
week,  it  is  getting  important  playing  time 
and  grosses  throughout  the  country,  includ- 
ing the  big  circuits.  Reagan  attributes  part 
of  the  picture’s  current  success  to  the  fact 
that  three  members  of  the  cast — Charles 
Laughton,  Fredric  March  and  Claudette 
Colbert — are  today,  after  13  years,  still  ma- 
jor draws  at  the  boxoffice. 

Originally  costing  $1,250,000  to  produce — 
it  would  cost  four  times  as  much  today,  Rea- 
gan estimates,  it  had  a domestic  gross  of 
but  $700,000,  due  perhaps  to  a depression  and 
running  into  a bank  holiday,  when  all  at- 
tendance hit  new  lows.  With  revenue  from 
foreign  distribution,  it  about  broke  even. 


Building  Code  Changes 
Okayed  by  Committee 

ALBANY — A broader  definition  of  “places 
of  public  assembly”  has  been  proposed  by  the 
advisory  committee  working  with  State  In- 
dustrial Commissioner  Edward  Corsi  on  re- 
vision of  the  standard  building  code.  The 
advisory  unit  also  made  recommendations  on 
Article  17,  which  contains  four  sections  deal- 
ing with  public  safety.  A new  statutory  defi- 
nition of  places  of  public  assembly,  approved 
by  the  committee  seven  weeks  ago  and  on  the 
agenda  for  discussion  at  a meeting  late  in 
December,  provides  that  the  term  shall  in- 
clude “any  structure,  enclosure,  floor  or  por- 
tion of  any  structure  or  enclosure  where  100 
or  more  persons  may  assemble  for  such  pur- 
poses as  recreation,  amusement,  dining, 
drinking,  dancing,  religious  observance  or  in- 
struction, except  such  portions  thereof  as  are 
used  exclusively  for  educational  purposes  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  commissioner  of 
education.” 

Definition  May  Be  Changed 

The  final  section  of  such  bill  as  may  be 
introduced  to  broaden  the  definition  of  “place 
of  public  assembly”  would  read  in  substance: 
“This  act  shall  take  effect  regarding  newly 
defined  places  of  public  assembly  July  1,  1946. 
Regarding  existing  places  of  public  assembly, 
it  shall  take  effect  immediately.”  The  defi- 
nition proposed  by  the  advisory  committee 
may  be  changed  to  meet  objections  raised  by 
affected  interests. 

Representatives  of  churches,  for  instance, 
are  apt  to  demur,  inasmuch  as  churches  and 
church  halls  are  outside  the  current  law. 
Night  clubs,  restaurants  and  others  whom  the 
new  language  might  more  directly  affect  than 
is  now  the  case  could  also  interpose  protests. 
At  any  rate,  the  legislature  would  have  to 
okay  a change  in  the  statutory  definition. 

The  present  definition  provides  that  places 
of  public  assembly  shall  be  so  constructed, 
equipped  and  maintained  as  not  to  endanger 
the  health  and  safety  of  employes  and  per- 
sons assembled  therein  and  it  would  remain 
as  it  is,  if  the  committee’s  recommendations 
are  followed. 

Para't  Films  Hold  Over 
In  a Number  of  Cities 

NEW  YORK— “Here  Come  the  WAVES” 
is  now  in  the  third  week  at  the  Paramount. 
The  Crosby  starrer  is  in  a second  week  in 
three  prerelease  engagements  at  the  Michi- 
gan, Detroit;  Fox,  Atlanta,  and  the  Alabama, 
Birmingham.  In  Detroit  it  repeated  the  first 
week’s  performance  by  topping  “Going  My 
Way”  by  a considerable  margin.  In  the  Bir- 
mingham house,  the  first  week  of  Crosby’s 
current  film  also  beat  “Going  My  Way.” 

“Frenchman’s  Creek,”  currently  in  its  third 
week  at  the  Denham,  Denver;  the  State- 
Lake,  Chicago,  and  also  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
The  Technicolor  feature  is  doing  a second 
week  at  the  Majestic,  Houston;  Malco,  Mem- 
phis; Criterion,  Oklahoma  City;  Radio  City, 
Minneapolis;  Paramount,  Toledo;  Para- 
mount, Omaha;  Paramount,  Springfield, 
Mass.;  Rex,  Wheeling,  and  is  also  being  held 
over  in  Dallas,  Duluth,  St.  Paul,  San  Antonio, 
Fort  Worth  and  other  key  spots. 

Paramount’s  “And  Now  Tomorrow”  is  in 
its  third  week  in  Chicago,  Brooklyn  and 
Newark,  and  in  a second  week  in  Kansas 
City,  Boston  and  Rochester. 


Loew's  Books  "Rainbow" 

NEW  YORK — “The  Rainbow,”  Soviet  film, 
will  be  shown  in  several  Loew’s  theatres  in 
the  metropolitan  area  following  a record- 
breaking  14-week  engagement  at  the  Stanley. 


M-G-M  PINS — Long-time  employes  of  the  Chicago  exchange,  who  have  served 
ten  or  20  years,  were  honored  at  a party  in  the  Stevens  Hotel  and  presented  pins 
by  J.  E.  “Jack”  Flynn,  division  manager.  Pictured  left  to  right,  front  row:  Clara 
Arendt,  Anne  Peterson,  Winona  Nolan,  Dorothy  Veness,  Regina  Biesiada,  Illah  El- 
wood,  Louise  Golle,  Mary  Kosko,  Dorothy  Crawford,  Art  O’Toole. 

Top  row,  left  to  right:  Sally  Gold,  S.  A.  Shirley  (district  manager),  Edna  Frank, 
Ona  Bross,  Flynn,  W.  E.  Banford  (branch  manager),  Adeline  Kerr,  Charles 
Wetrover,  Marguerite  Fanning  and  Bill  Bishop. 

To  Bill  Bishop,  midwest  exploiteer,  an  elaborate  plaque  was  presented,  show- 
ing his  territory  outlined  in  silver  and  mounted  on  walnut,  with  the  inscription, 
“To  W.  G.  “Bill”  Bishop,  a Merry  Christmas,  1944,  from  J.  E.  Flynn  and  members 
of  the  western  division  publicity  staff.” 
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‘IXT'ainer  Theatre  Notes:  Friends  of  Eileen 
Ritter,  one-time  mistress  of  song  at  the 
Earle,  will  be  happy  to  learn  she  arrived 
recently  in  Karachi,  India,  with  a USO 
troupe.  Lily  Pons  and  her  husband,  Andre 
Kostelanetz,  are  Eileen’s  next  door  neighbors 
. . . John  J.  Payette,  general  zone  manager, 
received  a letter  from  Mary  K.  Browne  of  the 
Red  Cross,  a sister  of  Nat  Browne  of  Warner 
Theatres,  in  which  she  said:  “The  war  still 
rages  here  (Italy).  We  do  all  we  can  to 
soften  the  impact  on  our  men.  The  movies 
have  contributed  enormously — the  training- 
films,  reconnaissance  pictures,  and  those  of 
the  actual  combat.  In  the  taking  of  these 
pictures,  we  know  many  movie  men  have 
risked  and  some  lost  their  lives.  We  salute 
them  and  the  industry.” 

The  girls  in  the  Warner  Theatres  office  re- 
ceived a letter  of  thanks  from  Mary  Davis, 
booking  department,  for  the  bed  jacket  they 
sent  her.  Mary  is  recuperating  after  an  oper- 
ation . . . George  Fishman  is  the  new  pub- 
licity man  for  Warners  in  the  Washington 
and  Philadelphia  exchange  areas. 

Earle  Westbrooke,  former  manager  of  the 
Granby  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  has  been  promoted 
to  city  manager  of  the  Wilmer  & Vincent 
Theatres  there  to  replace  Pierre  Bologne  who 
has  resigned  to  go  into  business  for  himself 
. . . Former  Paramount  booker,  Jack  Howe, 
has  been  upped  to  corporal  overseas  . . . 
Mary  Bainbridge  and  Alvin  Dayhoff  have 
joined  the  RKO  staff  . . . The  Ben  Lusts  are 
contemplating  a Florida  vacation. 

Chick  Wingfield,  Columbia,  returned  from 
Miami  . . . On  the  sick  list  at  20th-Fox  were 
Booker  Anne  Griffin,  Mildred  Swann  and 
Lillian  Staples.  Bookkeeper  Elsie  Ryce  is  out 
due  to  the  illness  of  her  little  daughter  . . . 
The  new  shipper  at  20th-Fox  is  John  Stuart. 


HAL  HORNE  EXPLAINS  — Gregory 
Peck,  starred  in  20th-Fox’s  “The  Keys  of 
the  Kingdom,”  gets  the  lowdown  on  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  from  Hal  Horne 
before  departing  for  the  coast. 


Peppiatt.  They  also  visited  several  Balti- 
more accounts  . . . Carl  Sherred,  former 
manager  of  the  Strand,  is  back  in  Cumber- 
land managing  the  Maryland  and  Embassy 
theatres  for  Mrs.  Grace  Fisher  . . . The  for- 
mer UA  secretary,  Mildred  Footer,  is  now 
with  Ross  Federal  Checking  Service. 

Morton  Rosen,  Windsor  and  Victory  the- 
atres, Baltimore,  has  gone  to  Florida  for  the 
v/inter.  His  sons,  Lieut.  Bernard  Rosen  and 
Pvt.  Hobart  Rosen,  are  in  France  . . . Dick 
Shamus  has  sold  his  Realart  Theatre  to 
Nathan  Klein,  who  took  over  on  December 
24  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iz  Rappaport,  Hippo- 
drome, Baltimore,  are  planning  a California 
trip. 

Joe  Fields,  who  recently  sold  his  interests 
in  the  Rivoli  and  Embassy  Theatres,  is  mov- 
ing to  Hollywood. 


Virginia  Mayo,  Sam  Goldwyn  screen  star, 
was  guest  of  honor  at  the  Touchdown  Club 
banquet  held  at  the  Statler  Hotel  Tuesday 
night  . . . The  new  shipper  at  Paramount  is 
G.  R.  Hamel,  who  was  with  the  Brooklyn 
Dodgers  for  13  years  . . . Chief  Accountant 
Ida  Green  was  a blood  donor  this  week  . . . 
Robert  Wolheim,  Columbia  salesman,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Pittsburgh  territory 
and  Is  Beiser  has  replaced  him  here. 

Sympathy  is  extended  to  the  family  and 
associates  of  Raymond  M.  Murray,  48,  for  23 
years  director  of  the  army  motion  picture 
service,  who  died  of  a heart  attack  last  week 
while  driving  his  automobile  from  Washing- 
ton Sanatorium  to  his  home.  Burial  was  in 
Arlington.  A native  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  Mur- 
ray helped  organize  the  army  motion  picture 
service  in  1920  as  a branch  in  the  adjutant 
general’s  office.  When  the  special  services 
divisions  of  the  army  service  forces  was  or- 
ganized in  1941  Murray  was  appointed  chief 
of  the  army  motion  picture  branch.  Murray 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  the  former  Helen 
Zimmerman  of  Washington,  three  sons  and 
two  brothers. 

A1  Sherman  and  his  wife  have  finally  lo- 
cated a house  on  Wisconsin  Ave.,  right  off 
Embassy  Row.  Lucky  people!  . . . Sam  Ep- 
stein, in  town  this  week,  advises  us  he  will 
open  his  “Maquis  de  France”  at  the  World 
Theatre  in  New  York  within  the  next  few 
weeks.  The  premiere  is  being  sponsored  by 
several  French  organizations  ...  At  Colum- 
bia, Vert  Richardson,  telephone  girl,  has  re- 
turned to  her  switchboard  after  several 
weeks’  illness. 

Biller  Lillian  Levy  has  been  out  sick  for 
several  weeks  at  Columbia  . . . John  Garst 
was  in  from  Martinsville,  Va.  . . . Andy  W. 
Smith  jr„  20th-Fox  eastern  division  manager, 
was  in  to  confer  with  Branch  Manager  C.  E. 


Morris  Shapiro,  Radio  Theatre,  spent  sev- 
eral days  in  New  York  . . . Max  Goodman, 
Ellicott  City,  has  gone  to  Miami  Beach  for 
several  weeks  . . . Happy  returns  to  “Pep" 
Peppiatt  young  son  of  the  20th-Fox  branch 
manager,  who  celebrated  his  14th  birthday. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  on  Filmrow  in- 
cluded Harry  Welsh,  Glenburnie;  Harry 
Vogelstein,  Baltimore;  Morris  Oletsky;  Mike 
Leventhal,  Bill  Henderson,  Julius  Levine, 
Oscar  Bocutti,  Joe  Baer,  Max  Goodman,  all 
from  Baltimore;  Lionel  Clark,  Midland;  W. 
Jones,  Mount  Airy;  T.  D.  Fields,  Bluefield; 
Mrs.  Ward,  Cape  Charles. 

Baltimore  Variety  Club  has  installed  Frank 
Durkee,  chief  barker;  Barry  Goldman,  first 
assistant  chief  barker;  Elmer  Nolte,  second 
assistant;  Nick  Weems,  treasurer;  Sam  Dia- 
mond, secretary.  On  the  board  of  governors 
are  Arthur  Price,  Morris  Oletsky,  Lou  Becker, 
Harry  Kahn,  Chauncey  Wolf  and  Iz  Rappa- 
port. 

Theatres  in  the  District  of  Columbia  sold 
$4,966,600  in  bonds  in  the  last  drive,  accord- 
ing to  A.  E.  Lichtman,  chairman  of  the  the- 
atre unit.  The  quota  for  E bonds  was  beaten 
by  more  than  $1,602,200.  Lichtman  in  his 
report  to  John  J.  Payette  and  Carter  T. 
Barron,  WAC  co-chairman,  said:  “We  ex- 
press out  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Washing- 
ton theatre  managers  and  their  staffs  for 
such  an  outstanding  performance  on  behalf 
of  this  patriotic  cause.” 

John  S.  Allen,  past  chief  barker  of  Variety 
Club  and  local  Metro  manager,  has  been 
appointed  distributor  WAC  chairman  in  this 
territory  . . . The  Metro  star  and  national 
swimming  champion,  Esther  Williams,  has 
just  completed  a turn  of  stage  acts  and  tank 
exhibitions  in  this  territory. 


Washington  Ad  Club  1 
Ties  In  on  'Victory' 

WASHINGTON — The  army  air  forces  were 
paid  tribute  by  the  Washington  Advertising 
Club  at  its  initial  luncheon  meeting  of  the 
year  at  the  Statler  Hotel.  The  luncheon  was 
a prelude  to  the  premiere  of  “Winged  Vic- 
tory,” held  Thursday  at  Loew’s  Palace  for 
the  benefit  of  army  charities.  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  W.  Welsh,  deputy  chief  of  air  staff  train- 
ing, as  special  speaker,  urged  everyone  to 
see  it.  “This  picture  should  be  seen,  not  only 
because  it  is  entertaining,  but  because  you 
ow'e  it  to  yourselves  to  see  how  a great  many 
young  Americans  have  lived  these,  past  four 
years,”  he  said. 

Several  generals’  wives  were  present  and 
Brig.  Gen.  Byron  E.  Gates  and  District  Com- 
missioner Young.  The  program  was  arranged 
by  Ray  Bell,  program  chairman  of  the  club, 
in  collaboration  with  Carter  Barron  of  Loew’s 
Theatres. 

Palace  Premiere  a Gala  Affair 

The  premiere  at  the  Palace  was  a gala 
event  and  reminiscent  of  prewar  premieres. 
In  attendance  were  all  army  air  force  chiefs 
of  staff  and  department  heads,  as  well  as 
members  of  the  senate,  house  of  representa- 
tives, diplomatic  corps,  army  and  navy  and 
government  agencies.  Guests  were  introduced 
over  the  air  on  a half-hour  broadcast  over 
WWDC  with  the  Camp  Springs  air  force 
band  furnishing  the  music.  Prominently  dis- 
played during  the  entire  run  of  the  film 
will  be  a 60xl0-foot  banner  reading,  “See 
‘Winged  Victory’  ” on  the  15th  St.  side  of  the 
U.S.  Treasury  Bldg.  For  the  first  time  since 
before  Pearl  Harbor  two  army  searchlights 
were  used  in  front  of  the  theatre. 

Fred  Kogod  Is  Installed 
As  No.  ll's  Chief  Barker 

WASHINGTON— Fred  Kogod,  president  of 
Kogod-Burka  Theatres,  was  installed  as  chief 
barker  of  Tent  No.  11,  Variety  Club  of  Wash- 
ington, this  week  with  J.  E.  Fontaine,  Para- 
mount branch  manager,  as  first  assistant 
chief  barker;  Nathan  Golden,  chief,  motion 
picture  unit,  commerce  department,  second 
assistant  chief  barker;  Sam  Galanty,  Colum- 
bia Pictures’  mideastern  division  manager, 
treasurer,  and  Jake  Flax,  Republic  Pictures’ 
branch  manager,  secretary. 

The  newly  elected  board  of  governors  in- 
cludes John  Allen,  Sam  Wheeler,  Hardie 
Meakin,  A.  E.  Lichtman,  Sidney  Lust,  Fon- 
taine, Galanty,  Carter  Barron,  Golden,  Ru- 
dolph Berger,  Jake  Flax,  Vince  Dougherty, 
George  Crouch,  Harry  F.  Bachman,  C.  E. 
Peppiatt  and  Kogod. 

Committee  chairmen  include:  Barron,  ex- 
ecutive committee;  Lichtman,  finance; 
Golden,  membership;  Berger,  welfare;  Bar- 
ron, Galanty,  co-chairmen,  ways  and  means; 
George  Crouch,  special  events;  Wheeler,  tick- 
ets and  affairs;  Fontaine  and  Golden,  vice- 
chairman,  speakers;  Peppiatt,  entertainment; 
John  Allen,  A1  Sherman,  Frank  LaFalce,  vice- 
chairmen,  publicity;  Harry  Bachman,  Clark 
Davis,  vice-chairman,  house. 

Nearly  $20,000  was  expended  in  charitable 
donations  and  there  are  374  members,  it  was 
reported. 
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Screening  of  "Faith" 
Draws  a Varied  Group 

NEW  YORK — Exhibitors,  exchange  men, 
officials  of  the  National  Foundation  for  In- 
fantile Paralysis  and  representatives  of  the 
trade  and  lay  press  attended  a screening  of 
Monogram's  “They  Shall  Have  Faith”  at  the 
Normandie,  which  was  followed  by  a buffet 
luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Warwick. 

Among  the  exhibitors  were:  William,  Harry 
and  Lou  Brandt;  Sam  Goodman,  H.  Blumen- 
thal,  S.  Einhorn,  S.  Rosenblatt,  Jack  Hattem, 
Jack  Gelber,  I.  Kaplan,  Louis  Frisch,  Samuel 
and  Harold  Rinzler,  Joe  Becker,  Norman 
Elson,  Maurice  Elson  and  others.  From  Mon- 
ogram’s New  York  exchange  came  Edward 
Morey,  Joseph  J.  Felder,  Harry  Goldstein, 
Peter  Friedhoff,  Lloyd  Lind  and  from  the 
home  office,  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  Nellie  Wit- 
ting, Mary  Finnerty  and  Madeline  White, 
eastern  publicity  representative,  who  ar- 
ranged the  event. 

Representatives  of  the  National  Founda- 
tion for  Infantile  Paralysis  were:  Basil 
O'Connor,  president;  Dr.  John  L.  Lavan, 
Peter  Cusack,  Donald  W.  Gudakumft  and 
George  Englehardt.  Keith  Morgan,  from  the 
Warm  Springs  Foundation,  also  attended. 

A large  delegation  was  present  from  vari- 
ous Hearst  newspapers  which  have  been  tak- 
ing an  active  part  in  the  polio  campaign. 

N.  Y.  Film  Board  of  Trade 
Installs  New  Officers 

NEW  YORK — The  New  York  Film  Board 
of  Trade  installed  new  officers  last  Wednes- 
day at  the  home  of  Louis  Nizer,  attorney 
and  executive  secretary  of  the  board.  Present 
were  about  20  guests,  including  film  com- 
pany executives  and  former  Board  of  Trade 
members. 

The  new  officers  are:  President,  Henry 
Randel,  Paramount;  first  vice-president, 
Clarence  Eiseman,  Warners;  second  vice- 
president,  Joseph  J.  Felder,  Monogram; 
treasurer,  David  Levy,  Universal;  secretary, 
Robert  J.  Fannon,  Republic;  sergeant-at- 
arms,  Ralph  Pielow,  M-G-M. 

The  installation  was  conducted  by  the 
outgoing  officers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nizer  were 
hosts  at  dinner  preceding  the  meeting. 

Nizer  Book  Is  Honored 
By  N.  Y.  Times  Critic 

NEW  YORK — Louis  Nizer,  well-known 
film  attorney,  was  honored  when  the  New 
York  Times  chose  his  book,  “What  to  Do 
With  Germany,”  as  the  foremost  political 
work  on  the  Reich  during  the  past  year.  The 
foreign  press  also  accorded  praise  to  the  book, 
the  London  Daily  Express  reporting  that 
President  Roosevelt  had  sent  ten  copies  of  the 
Nizer  opus  to  Prime  Minister  Churchill  and 
his  cabinet. 

Authoritative  sources  report  Nizer  is  being 
considered  as  representative  of  this  country 
on  the  United  Nations  Commission  for  the 
Punishment  of  War  Criminals,  soon  to  meet 
in  London. 


George  H.  Callahan  Dies 

NEW  YORK — George  H.  Callahan,  pioneer 
film  salesman  and  representative  of  foreign 
film  buyers  in  this  country,  died  of  a heart 
attack  at  his  home  in  Washington  Heights. 
He  was  in  his  middle  60s.  Veteran  of  three 
decades  in  the  industry,  he  was  at  one  time 
a salesman  for  various  film  companies;  a 
State  Rights  distributor  and  lately  had  been 
representing  Mexican,  South  American, 
Spanish,  Portuguese  and  British  film  buyers 
in  the  U.S. 


" Fantasia " in  Toronto 
For  6th  Return  Run 

Toronto — Walt  Disney’s  “Fantasia”  set 
some  kind  of  a record  here  by  opening  on 
a reserved  seat  basis  New  Year’s  Day  at 
the  Royal  Alexandra  Theatre. 

It  was  the  sixth  return  engagement  for 
the  house  for  a total  of  11  weeks  playing 
time. 


Columbia's  Field  Men 
Off  to  "Song"  Openings 

NEW  YORK — Columbia  field  exploiteers 
have  returned  to  their  posts  in  St.  Louis, 
Cincinnati,  Boston  and  New  Orleans  where 
“A  Song  to  Remember”  will  be  given  its 
first  showings.  They  were  here  for  a three- 
day  meeting  with  Frank  P.  Rosenberg,  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director,  and  Harry 
K.  McWilliams,  exploitation  manager. 

Jules  Serkowich  and  Myron  Eichler  are  in 
St.  Louis  where  the  film  will  open  at  Loew’s 
State,  January  25;  Lee  Septembre  and  Wil- 
liam Shirley  are  in  Cincinnati  for  the  January 
25  opening  at  the  RKO  Capitol;  Abe  Bern- 
stein and  Ed  Rosenbaum  are  preparing  for 
the  Boston  opening  on  the  same  date  at 
Loew’s  Orpheum  and  State,  and  Henry  G. 
Morris  is  in  New  Orleans  to  handle  the  pre- 
miere at  the  RKO  Orpheum. 

Monogram's  Preferred 
On  Sale  by  Bank  Group 

NEW  YORK — A banking  group  headed  by 
Emanuel  & Co.  offered  100,000  shares  of  5% 
per  cent  cumulative  convertible  preferred 
stock  of  Monogram  Pictures  Corp.  to  the  pub- 
lic at  $10  per  share  plus  accrued  dividends. 

It  is  expected  that  about  $851,340  will  be 
realized  by  Monogram  through  the  sale  of 
these  shares,  and  that  the  funds  will  be  used 
for  additional  working  capital.  Of  these  net 
proceeds,  about  $300,000  will  be  applied  to 
the  reduction  of  current  outstanding  liabili- 
ties, with  the  rest  to  be  invested  in  new  pro- 
duction. 

In  addition  to  this  issue,  the  outstanding 
capitalization  of  the  company  consists  of 
493,439  shares  of  common  stock,  at  a par 
value  of  $1  per  share.  The  new  preferred 
stock  is  convertible  into  common  stock  at 
the  initial  conversion  rate  of  2M  shares  of 
common  for  each  share  of  preferred. 


20th-Fox  Sales  Executives 
Confer  With  FPC  Prexy 

TORONTO — Many  of  20th-Fox’s  big  pic- 
tures will  play  the  FPC  circuit  throughout 
Canada  during  the  coming  months,  accord- 
ing to  plans  now  under  discussion  by  John 
Fitzgibbon,  president  of  Canadian  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Theatres,  and  Tom  Con- 
nors, 20th-Fox,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales.  Also  taking  part  in  the  confab  is 
W.  C.  Gehring,  western  sales  manager  for 
20th-Fox. 

While  in  Toronto,  Connors  and  Gehring 
will  also  discuss  forthcoming  product  with 
Sydney  Samson,  district  manager  of  their 
company’s  five  offices  in  Canada,  and  will 
visit  the  Montreal  office  before  returning  to 
New  York. 


Fisher  loins  Warners 

NEW  YORK — Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern 
advertising  and  publicity  head  for  Warners, 
has  added  Franklin  Fisher,  newspaper  man 
and  publicist,  to  the  field  public  relations 
staff  under  Bill  Brumberg.  Fisher  has  been 
with  Guide  magazine,  the  old  Boston  Tran- 
script, the  Boston  Telegram  and  Eastern 
Press  Association. 


Warners'  Net  for  '44 
On  an  Upward  Trend 

NEW  YORK — Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc., 
reports  a net  profit  of  $6,953,562  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  August  31,  after  provision 
for  federal  income  taxes  and  other  charges. 
The  net  for  the  1943  fiscal  year  was  $8,- 
238,483. 

Gross  income  for  the  1944  fiscal  year  was 
$141,183,039,  above  the  previous  year  by  $9,- 
357,499.  A provision  of  $5,193,455  was  made 
for  losses  arising  from  the  sale  or  other  dis- 
posal of  fixed  assets.  Profit  before  provision 
for  federal  income  taxes  was  $20,088,462. 
Earnings  per  share  on  common  stock  were 
$1.87. 

“The  largest  portion  of  the  increase  in 
gross  income  for  the  year  ending  Aug.  31, 
1944,  was  represented  by  receipts  from  the 
distribution  of  ‘This  Is  the  Army,’  ” says 
Harry  M.  Warner  in  his  report  to  stockhold- 
ers. “This  increase  did  not  result  in  a corre- 
sponding increase  in  profit,  since  all  the  net 
receipts  from  this  picture  were  turned  over 
to  the  Army  Emergency  Relief  Fund.  Your 
company  produced,  exhibited  and  distributed 
this  picture  at  cost  as  a part  of  its  wartime 
responsibility  to  the  nation.” 

Large  Sums  Were  Spent 

“In  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of 
physical  properties  large  sums  were  spent, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  was  charged 
against  the  current  year’s  operations,”  the 
report  continues. 

The  report  points  out  that  the  refinancing 
program  of  the  company  was  completed 
Sept.  1,  1943,  by  the  issuance  of  $6,000,000 
in  four  per  cent  debentures,  and  that  notes 
and  other  funded  debt  were  reduced  by 
$8,839,649,  of  which  $2,904,000  represented 
mortgages  paid  off  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  fixed  assets.  The  company  acquired 
the  cartoon  unit  which  produces  Merrie 
Melodies  and  Looney  Tunes  for  $700,000, 
and  also  acquired  five  theatres,  including 
four  formerly  under  lease,  for  $1,335,030.  A 
theatre  site  in  Cairo,  Egypt,  and  an  exchange 
site  in  Toronto  were  acquired  for  an  aggre- 
gate of  $215,953. 

Paskow  to  Home  Office 
Of  Warner  Bros.  Pictures 

NEW  YORK — Bob  Paskow,  for  more  than 
ten  years  director  of  advertising  and  publicity 
for  Warner  Theatres  in  the  New  Jersey  zone, 
has  joined  the  Warner  Bros.  Pictures  home 
office  advertising  and  publicity  department, 
under  Mort  Blumenstock  to  handle  com- 
mercial tieup  activities  on  all  Warner  pic- 
tures, both  features  and  shorts. 

Paskow  has  been  associated  with  the  War- 
ner organization  since  1926,  working  in  both 
the  distribution  and  exhibition  ends.  In  addi- 
tion to  extensive  advertising  and  promotional 
experience,  he  served  as  district  manager  for 
theatres  in  the  New  Jersey  territory. 

In  his  new  post,  Paskow  will  function  di- 
rectly under  Larry  Golob,  eastern  publicity 
manager. 

Paramount  Executive  Turns 
Down  NY  AC  Presidency 

NEW  YORK — After  serving  two  terms,  G. 
B.  J.  Frawley,  Paramount  executive,  resigned 
this  week  as  president  of  the  New  York  Ath- 
letic Club.  Lee  Buckingham,  president  of  the 
Clinton  Trust  Co.  and  former  New  York  state 
director  of  the  OPA,  succeeds  him. 

Frawley  refused  a third  term,  claiming  press 
of  his  other  duties,  and  because  of  the  fact 
the  club  has  been  restored  to  a sound  fi- 
nancial condition,  thereby  fulfilling  the  aims 
of  his  regime.  The  NY  AC  numbers  among  its 
members  many  prominent  film  executives. 
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and  views  of  the  production  center 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


John  Cromwell  New 
Hollywood  WAC  Head 

Discussion  of  its  new  program  for  patriotic 
cooperation  in  1945,  installation  of  new  of- 
ficers, and  a review  of  the  past  year’s  activi- 
ties were  scheduled  for  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Hollywood  War  Activities  Committee. 

Speakers  were  to  include  Francis  S.  Har- 
mon, executive  vice-chairman  of  the  WAC, 
Taylor  M.  Mills,  chief  of  the  domestic  film 
bureau  of  the  OWI;  and  Ted  R.  Gamble, 
national  director  of  the  war  finance  division 
of  the  U.S.  treasury  department.  John  C. 
Flinn,  retiring  coordinator  of  the  Hollywooc. 
division  of  the  WAC,  was  to  present  a ■ 
port  on  films  and  other  projects  complete^, 
in  1944. 

At  the  meeting,  Mary  C.  McCall  jr„  was 
to  bow  out  of  the  WAC  chairmanship  and 
be  succeeded  by  John  Cromwell,  president  of 
the  Screen  Directors  Guild.  E.  J.  Mannix, 
representing  the  Association  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Producers,  will  remain  as  vice-chair- 
man. Tom  Baily  of  the  California  theatre 
council,  who  has  been  serving  as  associate 
coordinator,  moves  into  the  spot  vacated  by 
Flinn.  The  latter,  representing  the  Society 
of  Independent  Motion  Picture  Producers, 
will  remain  on  the  executive  committee  of 
the  WAC. 

Other  members  of  the  new  executive  com- 
mittee are:  Bert  Allenberg,  Artists  Managers 
Guild;  Fred  Beetson,  AMPP;  Harry  Brand, 
representing  the  public  information  com- 
mittee of  the  motion  picture  industry;  Trem 
Carr,  Independent  Motion  Picture  Producers 
Ass’n;  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  AMPP;  Emmet 
Lavery,  Screen  Writers  Guild  and  Hollywood 
Writers  Mobilization;  George  Murphy,  SAG; 
Kenneth  Thomson,  Hollywood  Victory  Com- 
mittee; Walter  Wanger,  Academy  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Production  Employes'  Pay 
Increased  in  November 

Both  the  number  of  motion  picture  pro- 
duction employes  and  their  average  weekly 
earnings  increased  during  November  over  the 
preceding  month,  according  to  the  California 
labor  statistics  bulletin.  The  employment  in- 
dex rose  from  104.8  per  cent  in  October  to 
105.1  for  November  but  remained  below  the 
November  1943  figure  of  108.2.  Weekly  pay 
checks  averaged  $74.74,  as  compared  with 
$71.39  in  October,  and  $70.57  during  Novem- 
ber 1943.  To  garner  larger  wages,  working 
hours  were  increased  with  the  November 
average  hitting  46.2  as  compared  with  44.7 
for  October  and  44.6  for  November  1943. 


Santley  Quits  Republic 

With  the  windup  of  his  directorial  chore 
on  “Earl  Carroll  Vanities,”  Joseph  Santley 
completed  a four-year  pact  with  Republic 
and  has  checked  off  the  lot.  He  has  been 
signed  to  a term  director’s  contract  at 
Warners. 


“THE  BOSS”  IS  WELCOMED— Metro 
Chieftain  Louis  B.  Mayer,  recovered 
from  injuries  sustained  when  he  was 
thrown  from  a horse,  returned  to  the 
studio  after  an  absence  of  four  months 
and  was  greeted  by  producers,  stars, 
directors  and  younger  players  at  a 
Christmas-welcome  party.  He  selected 
seven-year-old  Margaret  O’Brien  to  pose 
with  him  for  his  “welcome  back”  picture, 
and  beaming  with  pride,  congratulated 
his  staff  for  carrying  on  one  of  the  larg- 
est production  schedules,  as  planned  by 
him,  in  the  company’s  history. 


Canadian  Radio  Man  Joins 
The  Ranks  of  Producers 

Latest  to  join  the  ranks  of  Hollywood’s 
independent  producers  is  J.  C.  Copeland, 
Canadian  radio  distributor  and  producer  of 
air  shows  for  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Co.  His  organization,  Copeland  Productions, 
plans  to  turn  out  three  films  a year  for 
an  undetermined  release.  Current  blueprints 
call  for  one  of  the  annual  pictures  to  be 
based  on  a stageplay  which  Copeland  will 
produce  each  year  on  the  west  coast. 

Warners  Elevates  Six 
To  Its  Star  Listing 

Six  of  Warners  contract  players  have 
been  elevated  to  stardom  and  their  names 
placed  on  a “New  Year’s  honors  list”  by 
Executive  Producer  Jack  L.  Warner.  The 
sextette  includes  Lauren  Bacall,  Dane 
Clark,  John  Dali,  Faye  Emerson,  Rob- 
ert Hutton  and  William  Prince.  Their 
addition  to  stellar  roster  raises  it  to  31 
stars,  greatest  number  in  its  history. 


Winters  Will  Present 
Award  at  Premiere 

The  newly-formed  Writers  Award  Commit- 
tee for  Distinctive  Film  Entertainment  will 
present  its  first  award  on  January  30,  when 
the  Hollywood  Writers  Mobilization  pre- 
mieres the  Lester  Cowan  production  of  “To- 
morrow the  World.” 

This  picture  was  chosen  by  a committee 
which  includes  Hollywood  writers,  actors,  pro- 
ducers and  directors,  among  them  James 
Hilton,  Bette  Davis,  Greer  Garson,  Lamar 
Trotti  and  John  Houseman. 

Featuring  the  premiere  will  be  an  old- 
fashioned  American  town  meeting  in  which 
a representative  first  night  audience  will 
participate  in  a spontaneous  discussion  of  the 
issues  projected  by  the  feature.  Originally 
set  for  early  in  December,  the  premiere  was 
postponed. 

Ed  Lowry  Relinquishes 
USQ-Camp  Shows  Job 

Abe  Lastfogel,  president  of  USO-Camp 
Shows,  Inc.,  announced  from  New  York  the 
resignation  of  Ed  Lowry,  executive  secretary 
of  the  organization’s  west  coast  branch,  ef- 
fective February  J. 

Lowry  volunteered  for  Camp  Shows  work 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  first  as  a per- 
former, next  as  booker  for  west  coast  camp 
entertainment.  Since  August  1942  he  has 
been  a full-time  member  of  the  organization. 
He  became  executive  secretary  a year  and 
a half  ago,  taking  full  charge  of  west  coast 
operations. 

His  future  plans,  involving  participation 
in  production,  will  be  announced  following 
departure  from  his  Camp  Shows  desk,  Lowry 
said. 

Phil  L.  Ryan  Joins  Ranks 
Of  Independent  Films 

Phil  L.  Ryan,  who  recently  was  associated 
with  Pat  O’Brien  in  the  production  of  “Secret 
Command”  for  Columbia  release,  has  en- 
tered the  independent  producer  field  with 
plans  to  film  a minimum  of  three  pictures 
a year.  In  addition  to  his  own  setup,  Ryan 
will  also  act  as  financial  and  distribution 
counsel  for  free-lance  stars,  writers  and  di- 
rectors. 


Start  on  "Colorado" 

Plans  have  been  completed  by  Producer 
Joseph  Pasternak  for  a Metro  Technicolor 
production  titled  “Colorado”  which  will  star 
Van  Johnson.  Louis  Bromfield  is  currently 
in  Hollywood  working  on  the  screenplay  and 
conferring  with  Pasternak.  The  story  will 
center  around  the  family  of  a Colorado  min- 
ing tycoon. 
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Hollywood 
At  War 


Simultaneously  with  the  growth  in  army 
and  naval  casualty  lists,  the  HVC  is  bolster- 
ing its  plans  for  a stepped-up  program  of 
hospital  entertainment  in  1945.  Seven  stars, 
starlets  and  entertainers,  headlined  by  Brian 
Donlevy  have  volunteered  for  hospital  tours. 
USO-Camp  Shows  routes  are  being  prepared 
for  them. 

In  addition  to  Donlevy,  who  will  make  solo 
appearances  in  wards,  Julie  Gibson  and 
Billy  de  Wolfe  were  submitted  as  a team, 
Diana  Lynn  and  Gail  Russell  signed  up  to- 
gether, and  Noel  Neil  enrolled  with  Mona 
Freeman.  All  seven  players  volunteered 
through  Paramount. 

Varied  Mail  Call  Show 

Other  activities  on  the  grease  paint  front: 

Paulette  Goddard,  Lena  Horne,  Johnny 
Mercer,  Gary  Moore  and  the  King  Sisters 
were  set  for  an  armed  forces  radio  service 
Mail  Call  transcription  to  be  waxed  foi 
transmission  overseas. 

With  Martha  O’Driscoll  as  headliner,  a 
troupe  gave  a tryout  performance  at  Ft. 
MacArthur  preparatory  to  going  on  an  ex- 
tended tour.  Frances  Fay,  accordionist  ana 
veteran  of  overseas  tours.  Beryl  Cuff  ana 
Sid  Marion  complete  the  troupe. 

Robert  Armstrong,  Vivian  Blaine,  Val  Setz, 
Danny  Beck,  Joyce  Oliver,  Jackie  Lee  an, 
Roy  Benson  entertained  at  Camp  Anza. 

Set  to  feature  a GI  Journal  overseas 
transcription  were  Lucille  Ball,  Jack  Car- 
son,  Arthur  Treacher,  Mel  Blanc  and  Harry 
Mitchell. 

Gene  Krupa  guest-starred  on  the  Jubilee 
jive  program  for  overseas,  with  Lucky  Mil- 
linder  and  his  band,  Pigmeat  Markham,  Mel 
Moore  and  the  A1  Casey  Trio. 

Visited  Several  Hospitals 

Orson  Welles  headed  a troupe  playing 
Birmingham  General  Hospital,  with  Dann> 
Thomas,  Ann  Jeffries,  Dolores  Gay,  Julit 
Lynn,  Nillson  Twins  and  Sherry  Cameron. 
A1  Pearce,  Arlene  Harris,  Harry  Mendoza, 
the  Smart  Set  and  Virginia  Carrol  enter- 
tained at  Ft.  MacArthur. 

The  Girl  Crazy  troupe,  on  its  last  series 
of  engagements  before  starting  overseas,  was 
scheduled  for  Hoff  General  Hospital  at  the 
Santa  Barbara  marine  air  base  and  El  Centro 
marine  air  base. 

Chester  Morris,  Mischa  Auer  and  Jerry 
Colonna  appeared  with  the  army’s  Shot  From 
the  Sky  show  at  Long  Beach. 

Approval  for  appearance  of  screen  stars  on 
several  transcontinental  radio  programs  in 
behalf  of  the  annual  Infantile  Paralysis 
Foundation  drive  was  reported  by  the  HVC. 
Margaret  O’Brien  will  broadcast  with  Mrs. 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Stettinius  from  the  White  House  on  January 
18  over  the  Blue  Network. 

Ground  for  New  Hospital 
Bought  by  Relief  Fund 

The  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund,  Inc.,  has 
acquired  ten  acres  adjoining  the  motion  pic- 
ture Country  House  in  Calabasas  as  extra 
ground  on  which  to  build  a new  90-room  hos- 
pital adjacent  to  the  home  facilities.  The 
property,  which  is  at  the  corner  of  Mul- 
holland  and  Ventura  highways,  was  pur- 
chased for  $19,500. 


Contract  to  Twinkle  Watts 

Republic  has  handed  Twinkle  Watts  a new 
contract. 


1.411  Chores  for  Fighters 
Chalked  Up  Last  Month 

Hollywood’s  soldiers  in  grease  paint 
finished  1944  with  a record  of  1,417  ap- 
pearances in  December  to  entertain 
American  fighting  forces,  according  to  a 
report  released  by  the  Hollywood  Victory 
Committee,  and  made  a total  record  for 
the  month  of  1,654  appearances  by  397 
players  in  222  events. 

A score  of  headliners  played  USO- 
Camp  Shows  circuits  in  overseas  combat 
areas,  covering  the  European  theatre  of 
operations,  China,  Burma  and  India,  the 
Pacific  areas  and  the  Panama  Canal 
Zone,  the  report  states. 

On  the  home  front,  volunteers  made 
562  appearances  at  hospitals  and  camps, 
and  recorded  115  entertainment  programs 
for  shipment  overseas  by  the  armed 
forces  radio  service.  Players  appeared 
in  157  events  for  army  and  navy,  45  for 
government  agencies,  nine  for  charity 
and  relief. 

Skirball  Schedules 
Four  for  This  Year 

Characteristic  of  increasing  activity  by 
Hollywood's  independent  producers  is  Jack 
H.  Skirball’s  just-announced  schedule  for 
1945.  Four  films,  including  one  completed 
and  one  in  production,  with  a reported  total 
budget  of  $6,000,000,  will  be  released  by  Skir- 
ball and  his  associates. 

First  Skirball  production  to  reach  the 
year’s  market  will  be  “It’s  in  the  Bag.”  Now 
before  the  cameras  is  “Guest  Wife,”  starring 
Claudette  Colbert  and  Don  Ameche. 

Being  readied  for  early  filming  is  the  Skir- 
ball-Bruce  Manning  production  of  “French 
Town,”  a Sigmund  Romberg-Oscar  Hammer- 
stein  II  musical  to  be  made  in  Technicolor. 
“Genius  in  the  Family,”  fourth  on  the  list, 
will  be  made  by  the  Skirball-Manning  com- 
bination. 


Gordon  to  Stromberg 

United  Artists  Producer  Hunt  Stromberg 
has  exercised  his  option  on  the  services  of 
Billy  Gordon,  who  has  headed  his  company’s 
talent  department  for  the  past  year.  Gordon 
joined  the  Stromberg  unit  following  his  dis- 
charge from  the  army. 


Registration  With  PIC 
Of  Major  Events  Set 

A system  for  advance  registration  with 
the  office  of  the  public  information  com- 
mittee of  all  important  events  scheduled 
by  studios  and  other  industry  organiza- 
tions was  set  up  at  a recent  meeting  of 
the  committee  at  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
ducers’ Ass’n  headquarters.  The  plan  will 
work  in  the  same  manner  as  preview 
dates  now  are  cleared  with  the  commit- 
tee office,  except  that  clearance  cannot 
definitely  be  promised  in  the  case  of 
premieres,  press  parties,  special  lunch- 
eons, etc.  It  is  expected,  however,  that 
registration  will  eliminate  virtually  all 
conflict  in  dates.  The  service  will  be 
available  to  all  companies  and  groups. 

Noting  the  growing  problem  in  the 
industry’s  foreign  fields,  the  committee 
decided  to  hold  a joint  meeting  with  the 
international  subcommittee  early  in  1945 
when  a planning  report  will  be  given  to 
the  studios’  foreign  press  contacts. 


Inquiry  in  Racketeer 
Release  Demanded 

Temporarily  borrowing  Hollywood’s  labor 
limelight  from  the  Screen  Actors  Guild- 
Screen  Players  Union  feud,  a hangover  of 
the  William  Bioff-George  Browne  mess  com- 
manded the  attention  of  the  film  capital’s 
laborites. 

Membership  of  IATSE  Sound  Technicians 
Local  695  unanimously  ratified  an  action 
taken  by  its  board  of  directors,  voting  that  a 
lequest  be  made  to  the  U.S.  senate  judiciary 
committee  to  launch  an  investigation  into 
the  release  from  federal  prison  of  Browne 
and  Bioff. 

SPU  Writers  Independents 

Meanwhile  SAG  and  SPU  apparently  have 
dug  in  for  a long  siege,  with  few  new  de- 
velopments in  the  running  battle.  SPU  has 
added  independent  producers  to  its  objec- 
tives and  has  written  the  unaffiliated  film 
makers  requesting  that  the  organization  be 
immediately  recognized  as  the  sole  bargain- 
ing agent  for  Hollywood  extras,  in  keeping 
with  the  outcome  of  the  National  Labor  Re- 
lations board  election.  Such  request  prev- 
iously had  gone  to  producer-members  of  the 
Association  of  Motion  Picture  Producers. 

SAG’s  previously  reported  strategy  was  set 
forth  in  a letter  which  went  to  every  extra, 
formerly  Class  B members  of  the  guild.  Said 
that  communication: 

“As  a result  of  the  recent  NLRB  election, 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild  is  no  longer  the 
bargaining  agent  for  extra  work. 

B Classifications  Out  Feb.  1 

“As  of  Feb.  1,  1945,  all  of  the  B member- 
ship classifications  (B,  B Special  and  B 
Minor)  will  be  abolished. 

“If  you  wish  to  continue  to  be  eligible  to 
do  bits,  parts,  stunts  or  singing  work  after 
Feb.  1,  1945,  you  should  apply  for  transfer 
to  the  AJ  classification  before  that  date. 
Such  transfer  in  classification  involves  no 
increase  in  dues. 

“The  guild  has  removed  its  former  restric- 
tion which  prohibited  AJ  members  from 
doing  extra  work.  However,  extra  work  will 
not  be  covered  by  the  guild’s  contract  with 
the  producers. 

“If  you  intend  in  the  future  to  do  extra 
work  only,  then  you  may  resign  your  guild 
membership  and  you  will  be  refunded  dues 
for  the  period  from  Dec.  17,  1944  (date  ol 
the  NLRB  election)  to  Feb.  1,  1945. 

“Please  indicate  your  preference  by  sign- 
ing one  of  the  statements  on  the  enclosed 
card  and  returning  the  card  to  the  guild 
office.” 

New  Miniature  Releasing 
Company  Is  Formed 

Major  16mm  Releasing  Co.,  a distribution 
organization  for  miniature  films  and  the  first 
in  the  miniature  field,  has  been  formed  by 
a cooperative  group  headed  by  Alan  Stens- 
vold,  president  of  the  Society  of  Sixteen 
Cinematographers,  and  Russell  Wade,  RKO 
leading  man. 

First  film  to  be  released  by  the  new  outfit 
is  “Sundown  Riders,”  feature  western  in 
color  toplining  Wade  and  Jay  Kirby.  Major 
is  also  releasing  three  symphonic  shorts  by 
Werner  Janssen  and  his  orchestra. 

Besides  their  own  productions,  Major  will 
handle  independent  miniature  pictures. 


Sets  Escape  Picture 

Tying  in  with  current  news  story  of  Nazi 
war  prisoners’  escape  from  an  Arizona  prison 
camp,  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer, 
has  scheduled  “Escape  in  the  Desert”  for  im- 
mediate production.  Picture  will  topline  Hel- 
mut Dantine  and  an  all-star  cast,  with  Alex 
Gottlieb  slated  to  produce. 
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More  Hardy  Films 
Without  Rooney 

Plans  are  being  formulated  at  Metro  for 
the  filming  of  an  Andy  Hardy  film  with- 
out the  title  character,  since  Mickey  Rooney 
is  in  the  army.  Louis  B.  Mayer  and  Pro- 
ducer Carey  Wilson  are  currently  huddling 
on  the  idea  of  continuing  the  series,  which 
ran  uninterrupted  for  eight  years.  Cast  Regu- 
lars Lewis  Stone,  Fay  Holden  and  Sara 
Haden  would  go  on  in  their  usual  roles  with 
Rooney’s  absence  being  compensated  for  by 
the  addition  of  some  top  name  players  to 
the  roster. 

Film  Executives  Limit 
Cross-Country  Trips 

Travel  by  home  office  and  studio  exec- 
utives was  again  limited  to  a comparative 
few. 

Joseph  H.  Hazen,  president  of  Hal  Wallis 
Productions,  arrived  from  New  York  to  re- 
main several  weeks  at  Paramount  studio. 
Wallis  and  Hazen  will  discuss  plans  for  the 
balance  of  this  year’s  five-picture  production 
program.  David  Rose,  Paramount  managing 
director  in  Great  Britain,  left  for  New  York, 
en  route  back  to  England.  Expected  from 
Gotham  for  studio  conferences  and  a gander 
at  new  product  was  Robert  Gillham,  Para- 
mount’s director  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity. 

Bob  Goldstain,  eastern  talent  representa- 
tive for  International  Pictures  arrived  in 
Hollywood,  accompanied  by  Sumer  Singer 
and  John  van  Orman  of  the  Buchanan 
agency,  who  were  to  confer  here  with  Wil- 
liam Goetz,  Leo  Spitz  and  John  LeRoy 
Johnston  of  International  on  final  adver- 
tising campaign  for  a forthcoming  picture. 

Warners  Producer  Arthur  Schwartz  trained 
to  Manhattan  on  a business  trip. 

The  red  carpet  at  20th-Fox  was  being 
brushed  for  President  Spyros  Skouras,  due 
for  a week  of  studio  powwows. 

Walter  Lantz,  Universal  Cartunes  producer, 
returned  to  Hollywood  from  Mexico  City, 
where  he  investigated  the  possibilities  of  pro- 
ducing there. 

Australian  Film  Leader 
Honored  in  Hollywood 

F.  McNeil  Ackland,  chairman  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Distributors  Ass’n  of  Australia, 
was  the  honor  guest  at  a luncheon  given  by 
Hollywood’s  Ass’n  of  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
ducers in  the  Sun  room  of  the  Beverly-Wil- 
shire  Hotel.  President  Y.  Frank  Freeman 
presided,  and  studio  heads  heard  Ackland 
discuss  entertainment  problems  and  postwar 
prospects  in  the  Commonwealth.  Australia’s 
distributors’  organization  is  made  up  of  rep- 
resentatives of  all  American  motion  picture 
companies. 


Set  Two  at  Monogram 

Producers  Sam  Katzman  and  Jack  Dietz 
have  selected  a pair  of  East  Side  Kids 
comedy-dramas  to  be  filmed  at  Monogram 
early  in  1945 — “Docks  of  New  York,”  to  start 
the  first  part  of  January,  and  “The  Country 
Fair,”  set  for  February  launching.  Leo  Gor- 
cey,  Huntz  Hall,  Gabriel  Dell  and  Billy  Bene- 
dict will  be  featured. 


CBS  Collars  Pick  SOEG 

The  AFL  Screen  Office  Employes  Guild 
Local  1391  has  been  chosen  as  the  collective 
bargaining  agent  by  the  office  workers  at 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System  offices,  mark- 
ing the  beginning  of  the  SOEG  drive  to  or- 
ganize all  office  workers  in  the  radio  industry 
in  Hollywood. 


ONCE  there  was  a time  when  Broad- 
way actors  and  actresses  considered 
it  smart  to  sneer  at  Hollywood  and 
its  people.  After  condescending  to  rough  it 
in  this  benighted  land  of  Never  Never  for 
the  purpose  of  appearing  in  a picture  and 
upon  returning  to  the  effete  east  with  their 
literal  and  figurative  bags  of  gold,  they  were 
usually  assured  of  a publicity  break  if  they 
followed  the  prescribed  routine  of  ridicul- 
ing motion  pictures  and  those  poor  mis- 
guided souls  who  habitually  were  paid  mu- 
nificent sums  for  working  before  the  cameras. 

As  films  attained  their  present  high  es- 
tate as  the  world’s  undisputed  No.  1 me- 
dium of  both  mass  and  class  entertainment, 
as  more  and  more  of  the  theatah’s  elite  were 
attracted  to  the  cinema  as  a regular — and 
vastly  more  dependable  and  lucrative — means 
of  keeping  ham  in  the  icebox  as  well  as  the 
soul,  such  practice  died  of  its  own  absurdity. 
Biting  the  hand  that  feeds  became  defi- 
nitely de  trop.  There  were,  of  course,  a 
few  hardy  holdouts  who  continued,  from  the 
lofty  heights  of  the  Broadway  stage  to  scoff 
at  Cinemania;  but  in  most  instances  they 
were  frustrated  scenery  chewer-uppers  whom 
Hollywood  had  never  given  a tumble  or  who 
had  failed  miserably  in  one  or  more  efforts 
to  transfer  their  alleged  talents  to  the  screen. 

In  view  of  which,  particularly  noteworthy 
are  the  few  ill-advised  remarks  made  by 
radio’s  comedian,  Fred  Allen,  when  recently 
he  returned  to  Gotham  after  completing  his 
topline  part  in  “It’s  in  the  Bag,”  which  Jack 
Skirball  produced  for  forthcoming  distri- 
bution by  United  Artists. 

Reportedly,  Allen  had  this  to  say  about 
Hollywood  actors:  “Covered  with  hollow  hon- 
ors. Texas  Rangers,  Kentucky  colonels,  Bos- 
ton fire  chiefs  . . . Why,  I’ve  met  Rangers 
who  couldn’t  get  on  a horse  with  a blue- 
print and  two  osteopaths.” 

Regarding  actresses,  Gallant  Fred  opined: 
“Chambermaids  with  caps  on  their  teeth  . . . 
figments  of  their  press  agents’  imagination.” 

His  reference  to  California  was  a hoary 
wisecrack:  “If  you’re  an  orange,  it’s  ideal.” 

Let  the  All  Year  Club  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  struggle  with  the  last  one.  The 
other  two  are  definitely  the  business  of  those 
who  rightfully  resent  such  unfair  nibbling 
at  the  paw  that  purveyed  princely  provender 
to  the  puny  punster. 

A look  at  the  record  reveals  that  Funny- 
man— spare  the  mark — Allen  had  contributed 
his  averred  talents  to  three  previous  pic- 
tures: “Thanks  a Million,”  “Sally,  Irene  and 
Mary”  and  “Love  Thy  Neighbor.”  Unless 
memory  fails,  none  of  those  offerings — or 
Allen’s  contributions  thereto — caused  any 
great  palpitation  among  critics,  showmen  or 
exhibitors. 

Why,  then,  Skirball  should  have  paged 
him  for  a leading  part  in  his  current  pic- 
ture is  a matter  between  the  producer  and 
his  own  judgment — or  lack  thereof. 

Presumably  Allen,  too,  has  a press  agent, 
either  with  or  without  sufficient  “imagina- 
tion” to  conceive  “figments.”  If  so,  that  pub- 
licity man  should  have  steered  Allen  away 
from  the  reefs  of  such  dangerous  and  de- 
plorable public  and  trade  relations.  He 
should  have  warned  Allen  that  most  re- 
porters on  matters  cinematic  and  reviewers 
of  films  are  sincerely  loyal  to  Hollywood 
and  its  institutions  and  genuinely  resentful 
of  unjust  and  unnecessary  attacks  and  dis- 
paragement. And  he  should  have  informed 


Allen  that  trading  the  good  will  and  re- 
spect of  those  reporters  for  a few  lines  of 
print  in  eastern  publications  was  a bad  bar- 
gain, especially  since  Allen’s  picture  is  ap- 
proaching its  preview  showing. 

In  that  picture  Allen  had  better  be  good 
or  his  archaic,  acidulous  attack  may  develop 
into  a boomerang. 


Paramount  publicists  reveal  that  Don  Ava- 
lier,  one  of  the  head  waiters  at  Lucey’s,  will 
make  his  acting  debut  playing  a bullfighter 
in  “Masquerade  in  Mexico,”  which  Mitchell 
Leisen  will  direct. 

Anyone  who  has  tried  wrestling  with  one 
of  Lucey’s  wartime  steaks  will  agree  that 
Senor  Avalier  should  be  peculiarly  well  quali- 
fied to  portray  a bullfighter. 


Individual  taste  in  film  fare  will  determine 
whether  or  not  it  is  to  be  considered  good 
news.  Independent  Producer  Sol  Lesser  in- 
forms one  and  sundry  that  Tarzan  will  ap- 
pear in  pictures  for  the  next  20  years,  which 
continued  long  life  for  the  Jungle  King  was 
assured  under  terms  of  a new  contract  just 
consummated  between  Lesser  and  Edgar 
Rice  Burroughs. 

It  might  be  worth-while  sticking  around 
that  length  of  time  just  to  hear  Johnny 
Weissmuller  mumbling,  “You,  Jane;  me, 
Tarzan,”  through  a flowing  white  beard. 


Alex  Evelove’s  busy  Burbankian  blurbers 
become  breathless  over  the  fact  that  Bob 
Steele,  cowboy  star  “doffs  his  boots”  for  a 
role  in  Warner’s  “The  Big  Sleep.” 

When  actors  start  taking  off  their  boots 
to  go  to  bed,  culture  has  indeed  reached 
Cinemania. 


‘“KISS  AND  TELL’  SET 

REQUIRES  TWO  STAGES” 

— Whitney  Bolton  headline. 
One  for  the  osculation  and  the  other  for 
the  narration,  no  doubt. 


For  the  edification  of  the  trade  press,  Re- 
public previewed  “The  Big  Bonanza”  and 
“The  Big  Showoff”  within  one  week,  indi- 
cating that  the  Valley  lot’s  title  concocters 
might  be  running  low  on  adjectives. 


Pine  and  Thomas,  the  pair  of  erstwhile 
space  snatchers,  who  with  Horatio  Alger 
technique  are  winning  fame  and  fortune  as 
producers  of  modestly-budgeted  action  pic- 
tures, are  apparently  seeking  further  dis- 
tinction, doubtful  though  it  may  be.  Indi- 
cated is  their  desire  to  wrest  from  Veteran 
Winfield  Sheehan  the  title-changing  cham- 
pionship. 

Successively,  their  current  opus  has  been 
called  “Cheezit,  the  Corpse,”  “Shake  Hands 
With  Murder,”  “Cheezit,  the  Corpse”  (again), 
“Hard  to  Handle,”  and  (at  last  report)  “One 
Exciting  Night.” 

It  might  be  recalled  that  some  time  ago 
Monogram,  without  going  through  the  labor 
pains  of  five  title  changes,  released  a credit- 
able little  number  called  “One  Thrilling 
Night.” 

Which  gives  the  Producing  Bills  a nice 
round  zero  for  imagination  and  originality. 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Barnstormers 

Monogram 

JIMMY  WAKELY  and  LEE  "LASSES”  WHITE  left 
for  six-week  personal  appearance  tour  in  connection 
with  first  runs  on  "Song  of  the  Range,"  in  which 
they  star  and  feature,  respectively.  Pair  open  at 
Abilene,  Tex.,  and  will  cover  that  state  and  Ar- 
kansas. 

United  Artists 

MARIE  McDONALD,  accompanied  by  Bennie  Wil- 
liams, director  of  publicity  for  Hunt  Stromberg, 
trained  out  for  Chicago  for  a series  of  personal 
appearances  to  hypo  key  city  debuts  of  Stromberg's 
"Guest  in  the  House,”  her  latest  picture. 

Blurbers 

Paramount 

RALPH  RAVENSCROFT,  exploiteer  for  the  com- 
pany's west  coast  district,  has  been  appointed  west 
coast  publicity  man  for  short  subjects  and  the  news- 
reels, and  will  henceforth  headquarter  at  the  studio. 

PRC  Pictures 

ERLE  HAMPTON,  formerly  with  Columbia,  and 
ED  BECK,  formerly  in  charge  of  exploitation  for 
Metro's  western  division,  have  joined  the  praisery. 
Hampton  will  function  as  a unit  man,  while  Beck 
will  handle  national  exploitation. 

Warners 

D.  D.  DURR,  former  chairman  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Newspaper  Publishers  Ass'n  who  joined  the  praisery 
about  a year  ago  as  administrative  assistant,  to  Alex 
Evelove,  has  resigned.  Durr  is  joining  an  advertis- 
ing agency.  No  successor  has  been  named  for  the 
post  he  vacates. 

Briefies 

Metro 

CY  ENDFIELD  has  been  assigned  directorship  of 
"Moments  That  Made  History,”  a John  Nesbitt  short, 
with  HERB  MOULTON  producing. 

Paramount 

In  his  forthcoming  two-reel  Technicolor  dance- 
dramatic  version  of  the  public-domain  song, 
"Frankie  and  Johnny,"  to  be  titled  "He  Done  Her 
Wrong,"  Lou  Harris,  producer,  will  feature  BILT  Y 
DeWOLFE  as  Johnny  and  JULIE  GIBSON  as  Frankie. 

"Speaking  of  Animals,"  a JERRY  FAIRBANKS 
Scientific  Film,  will  be  made  in  Spanish  for  release 
in  Latin  American  countries. 

Cleffers 

Monogram 

DAVID  CHUDNOW  signed  to  do  score  of  second 
Cisco  Kid  feature,  untitled. 

Paramount 

THE  GUADALAJARA  TRIO,  vocal  and  instrumental 
group,  joint  cast  of  "Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

Warners 

Team  of  M.  K.  JEROME  and  TED  l'OEHLEp  as- 
signed  to  write  score  fcr  "When  Old  New  York 
Was  Young." 

Loanouts 

RKO  Radio 

AUDREY  YOUNG,  Paramount  actress,  borrowed 
to  play  one  of  the  leading  roles  in  "George  White 
Scandals  of  1945.” 

Meggers 

Columbia 

GEORGE  SHERMAN  has  been  signed  to  a lona- 
term  pact  as  a producer-director  in  the  Leonard 
Picker  unit.  Sherman's  first  picture  under  the  new 
deal  will  be  "Rusty." 

Monogram 

"The  Radar  Mystery,"  based  on  an  original 
screenplay  by  George  Callahan,  has  been  set  as 
the  next  Charlie  Chan  film  by  JAMES  S.  BURKETT, 
producer. 

PHIL  ROSEN  has  gone  on  the  dotted  line  to  pilot 
"The  Radar  Mystery." 

Jeffrey  Bernerd  has  signed  WILLIAM  NIGH  to 
direct  "Divorce,"  his  next  picture  which  will  star 
Kay  Francis. 

Paramount 

"Whenever  I Remember"  will  be  directed  by 
BYRON  HASKIN  for  Hal  Wallis  Productions. 

PRC  Pictures 

LEW  LANDERS’  inked  to  direct  "Enchanted  Forest,” 
Jack  Schwarz  production. 

RKO  Radio 

V/ ALTER  THOMPSON,  for  more  than  a /year  execu- 
tive assistant  to  William  Goetz,  president  of  Inter- 
national Pictures,  has  been  named  associate  pro- 
ducer of  "Countess  of  Monte  Cristo,”  Sonja  Henie 
starrer. 


20th  Century-Fox 

JOHN  STAHL  to  pilot  "Leave  Her  to  Heaven," 
which  is  set  to  face  the  cameras  the  latter  part  of 
March. 

Universal 

JEAN  YARBROUGH  set  to  direct  Abbott  and  Cos- 
tello's next  comedy,  "The  Naughty  Nineties." 

GENE  LEWIS,  associate  producer,  has  been  as- 
signed "White  Tie  and  Tails,"  the  story  of  a young 
man  and  his  first  dress  suit.  Lester  Pine  will  write 
the  treatment. 

Options 

Columbia 

Second  femme  lead  in  "Over  21"  handed  to  JEFF 
DONNELL. 

NINA  FOCH  has  been  given  a new  term  pact. 

First  option  on  CAROLE  MATHEWS'  contract  has 
been  lifted  and  she  has  been  set  for  a featured 
role  in  "Ten  Cents  a Dance." 

LOREN  TINDALL  gets  leading  role  in  "Over  21." 

JOAN  WOODBURY  inked  for  a featured  role  in 
"Ten  Cents  a Dance." 

WALTER  ABEL  and  KATHERINE  ALEXANDER  draw 
parts  in  Sol  Siegel's  independent  production  of 
"Kiss  and  Tell."  Miss  Alexander  repeats  the  mother 
role  which  she  played  in  the  stage  version. 

ROBERT  SCOTT  cast  for  role  in  "Ten  Cents  a 
Dance,"  originally  intended  for  Loren  Tindall.  Switch 
in  casting  was  necessitated  by  Tindall's  being  given 
an  important  role  in  "Over  21." 

First  option  lifted  on  JIMMY  LLOYD,  currently 
playing  his  initial  leading  role  in  "Ten  Cents  a 
Dance." 

JOE  BESSER's  option  has  been  picked  up  for  two 
films  which  he  will  make  on  completion  of  his 
current  Broadway  commitment. 

Metro 

LISL  VALETTI  assigned  featured  role  in  "Her 
Highness  and  the  Bellboy." 

PAMELA  BRITTON,  singing  comedienne,  to  get  top 
spot  in  Ginny  Simms'  starrer,  "No  Leave,  No  Love.” 

MITZIE  UHLEIN,  former  model,  to  screen  debut 
in  "Wee’-end  at  the  Waldorf." 

CHILL  WILLS  assigned  the  role  of  the  hard-boiled 
Sergeant  Cramp  in  "What  Next,  Corporal  Har- 
grove?” Character  is  the  same  as  he  portrayed 
in  the  initial  Hargrove  film. 


“BANJO’S”  RIGHT  TUNE  — Charles 
Whiteside  (center)  and  Frank  Buckmil- 
ler  (right)  call  on  Oregon’s  Sixth  War 
Loan  chairman,  O.  J.  “Banjo”  Miller,  in 
his  Portland  office  to  make  a report  on 
war  bond  premieres  held  in  their  respec- 
tive towns.  Whiteside,  who  owns  and 
operates  the  Whiteside  Theatre  in  Corval- 
lis, reported  a total  of  1,151  bonds  sold 
at  a maturity  value  of  §251,090.  Buckmil- 
ler,  who  owns  and  operates  theatres  in 
Baker,  sold  1,761  bonds  at  his  premiere 
totaling  §131,525. 

Oregon’s  224  other  theatre  owners  and 
managers  turned  in  reports  for  some  126 
bond  premieres  held  in  Oregon,  thus  top- 
ping the  Fifth  War  Loan  record  of  94  pre- 
mieres. An  all-time  record  of  223  theatres 
observed  Free  Movie  Day. 


Monogram 

GLORIA  POPE  and  JOY  REESE  have  been  signed 
for  leading  roles  in  "Docks  of  New  York.” 

MAURICE  ST.  CLAIR,  PIERRE  WATKIN,  GEORGE 
MEEKER,  BETTY  BLYTHE,  CY  KENDALL,  CHARLES 
KING,  BERNARD  GORCEY  and  PATSY  MORAN  have 
been  added  to  the  cast  of  "Docks  of  New  York." 

BEATRICE  GRAY  has  been  signed  for  the  leading 
feminine  role  in  "Stranger  From  Santa  Fe.” 

DAVID  REED,  juvenile,  signed  by  Banner  Produc- 
tions for  regular  feature  role  in  its  East  Side  Kids 
series.  Simultaneously  the  company  announced  the 
inking  of  CARLYLE  BLACKWELL  Jr.,  for  the  dramatic 
lead  in  its  current  Kids  film,  "Docks  of  New  York." 

Paramount 

CATHERINE  CRAIG  cast  for  an  important  role  in 
"Too  Good  to  Be  True." 

RUTH  DONNELLY  inked  to  play  mother  role  in 
"Too  Good  to  Be  True." 

VIRGINIA  WELLES  optioned  for  another  six 
months. 

NATALIE  SCHAFER  added  to  cast  of  "Masquerade 
in  Mexico." 

PRC  Pictures 

DAVE  O'BRIEN  and  KAY  ALDRIDGE  set  for  the 
stellar  topline  in  "The  Phantom  of  42nd  Street." 

FRANK  JENKS,  IRIS  ADRIAN,  EDITH  ELLIOT  and 
JACK  MULHALL  signed  for  featured  roles  in 
"Phantom  of  Forty-Second  Street.” 

ALAN  MOWBRAY  has  been  cast  for  one  of  the 
top  featured  spots  in  "Phantom  of  42nd  Street." 

RKO  Radio 

Supporting  stint  in  "Those  Endearing  Young 
Charms"  awarded  to  RUSTY  FARRELL. 

BILL  WILLIAMS,  newcomer,  signed  for  a top  spot 
in  "Those  Endearing  Young  Charms." 

Republic 

A top  featured  role  in  "The  Amazing  Mr.  M" 
awarded  to  BILLIE  BURKE. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Option  renewed  on  PHIL  SILVERS  for  another  year 
and  he  checks  into  cast  of  "Two-Faced  Quilligan." 

Universal 

Second  male  topline  in  "Have  a Heart"  handed 
to  JESS  BARKER. 

Warners 

ROSEMARY  De  Camp  re-signed  to  a long-term  con- 
tract. 

Cast  Adds:  To  "Mildred  Pierce” — BUTTERFLY 
McQUEEN;  to  "Three  Strangers" — JOAN  LORING, 
DICK  ERDMAN. 

GEORGE  TOBIAS  and  EVE  ARDEN  join  cast  of 
"Mildred  Pierce.” 

MONTY  WOOLLEY  to  portray  himself  in  "Night 
and  Day.” 

Scripters 

Columbia 

Scrivening  stint  on  "Song  of  the  Prairie"  handed 
to  J.  BENTON  CHENEY. 

Metro 

Writing  chore  on  "The  Girl  From  Rector’s"  as- 
signed to  DOROTHY  KINGSLEY,  and  similar  stint 
handed  to  PAUL  RAMEAU  who  joins  STELLA  UNGER 
on  the  screenplay  of  her  original,  "Cabbages  and 
Kings.” 

STEVE  AVERY  has  been  handed  the  writing  chore 
for  "Three  Wise  Fools,”  an  adaptation  of  the  stage- 
play  by  Austin  Strong. 

HANS  KRALY  and  MYLES  CONNOLLY  to  write 
script  of  "Brighton  Beach." 

Paramount 

MELVIN  FRANK  and  NORMAN  PANAMA  have  been 
assigned  to  work  on  "Our  Hearts  Were  Growing 
Up."  Gail  Russell,  Diana  Lynn,  James  Brown  and 
Bill  Edwards  will  play  top  roles.  Danny  Dare  will 
produce. 

Honorably  discharged  from  the  army,  PETER 
WHITEHEAD  has  been  engaged  to  write  "He  Done 
Her  Wrong,"  featurette. 

PRC  Pictures 

MILTON  LAZARUS  engaged  to  prepare  script  of 
"King  of  Proxy  Street." 

20th  Century-Fox 

WALTER  DE  LEON  has  been  borrowed  from 
Paramount  for  an  unannounced  assignment. 

Universal 

DORCAS  COCHRAN  has  completed  the  script  for 
"Serenade  for  Murder”  and  checked  off  the  lot. 

ELWOOD  ULLMAN  has  been  handed  the  writing 
chore  on  "Merrily  We  Love"  for  Frank  Gross,  as- 
sociate producer. 

Screenplay  of  "The  House  of  Horrors,"  second  of 
the  Creeper  yarns,  to  be  penned  by  GEORGE 
BRICKER. 

M.  COATES  WEBSTER  assigned  to  pen  screenplay 
of  "The  Brute  Man,”  first  of  the  Creeper  series. 

Story  Buys 

Independents 

Frank  Ross  has  purchased  "The  Personal  Touch" 
from  William  Hebert,  his  advertising  and  publicity 
director. 
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Ricketson  Says  Well-Being  of  Any 
Club  Rests  in  3 -Point  Program 


Monogram 

Screen  rights  to  "Black  Market  Babies"  have 
been  purchased  by  Lindsley  Parsons,  producer.  The 
story,  by  Virginia  Reid,  appeared  in  the  Woman's 
Home  Companion  for  December  1944. 

PRC  Pictures 

Film  rights  to  an  original  screenplay  titled  "Check- 
mate," by  Sheldon  Leonard,  actor,  have  been 
acquired,  and  the  author  is  set  to  play  the  lead 
in  the  film  which  A1  Herman  is  slated  to  direct. 

"The  Intruder,"  an  original  psychological  murder 
mystery  by  Philip  MacDonald  and  F.  Ruth  Howard, 
has  been  purchased  for  1945-46  production  schedule. 
Martin  Mooney  will  be  film's  associate  producer. 

RKO  Radio 

"Anything  Can  Happen,"  a new  novel  and  the 
Book-of-the-Month  Club  selection  for  January  has 
been  purchased  from  its  authors,  George  and  Helen 
Papshvily. 

"Fabulous  Alibi,"  an  original  story  by  Dan  Lus- 
sier,  has  been  purchased  and  will  be  brought  to 
the  screen  under  the  guidance  of  Sid  Rogell,  ex- 
ecutive producer. 

Universal 

"The  Third  Eye,"  recently  purchased  English  mys- 
tery novel,  has  been  assigned  to  Joan  Harrison  to 
produce,  with  Keith  Winter  handling  the  screenplay 
chore. 

Warners 

The  purchase  of  Sgt.  Sammy  Fuller's  psychological 
drama,  “Dark  Page,''  has  been  announced  by  How- 
ard Hawkes,  producer-director. 

Technically 

Columbia 

RAY  NAZARRO  named  assistant  megger  on  "Over 
21,"  and  IVAN  VOLKMAN  given  similar  chore  on 
"Ten  Cents  a Dance." 

Dialog  direction  on  "Ten  Cents  a Dance"  to  be 
handled  by  MEL  FERRER. 

Cameraman  BURNETT  GUFFEY  has  had  his  op- 
tion lifted. 

Metro 

Art  director  chore  on  marine  sequences  in  "They 
Were  Expendable"  given  to  JAMES  HAVEN. 

Unit  management  on  "Early  to  Wed"  goes  to 
HAnpy  POPPE. 

JAY  MARCHANT  has  been  assigned  unit  manager 
on  “The  Yearling." 

Editorial  assignments:  GEORGE  BOEMLER,  "Her 
Highness  and  the  Bellboy";  GEORGE  HIVELY  "The 
Hidden  Eye";  and  DOUGLASS'  BIGGS,  "Twice 
Blessed." 

Paramount 

MIRIAM  FRANKLIN  and  FRANCES  GRANT,  dancers, 
have  been  appointed  assistants  to  Billy  Daniels, 
dance  director.  Their  first  assignment  will  be  on 
"Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

RKO  Radio 

Film  editing  chore  on  "Those  Endearing  Young 
Charms"  drawn  by  ROLAND  GROSS. 

ALEXANDER  KAHLE  draws  still  photographer 
chore  on  "Those  Endearing  Young  Charms." 

EDDIE  SALVEN  has  been  named  assistant  director 
to  John  Farrow  for  the  next  Hal  Wallis  production, 
"Don't  Ever  Grieve  Me." 

WIARD  B.  IHNEN  assigned  the  art  director  chores 
on  International  Pictures  "Tomorrow  Is  Forever." 

United  Artists 

Hunt  Stromberq  has  loaned  LEE  GARMES  to  Con- 
stance Bennett  Productions  for  the  lensing  assign- 
ment on  "Paris  Underground." 

David  O.  Selznick  has  ticketed  WALTER  PLUNKETT 
to  design  the  costumes  for  "Duel  in  the  Sun." 

Universal 

JOAN  ^ HATHAWAY  set  to  direct  dialog  on  Walter 
Wanger's  "Night  in  Paradise." 

"Lady  on  a Train"  has  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  as 
assistant  megger. 

Dialog  director  on  "That's  the  Spirit"  is  MONTY 
COLLINS'. 

Title  Changes 

Metro 

KEEP  YOUR  POWDER  DRY  selected  as  final  re- 
lease  title  of  the  story  of  the  Wacs,  recently  known 
as  "There  Were  Three  of  Us." 

Monogram 

COWBOY  MINSTREL  set  as  label  for  second  in  the 
series  starring  Jimmy  Wakely. 

Paramount 

Title  of  Pine-Thomas'  "Hard  to  Handle"  changed 
to  ONE  EXCITING  NIGHT. 

RKO  Radio 

SING  YOUR  WAY  HOME  announced  as  the  new 
and  final  title  for  musical  shot  under  tag  "Follow 
Your  Heart." 

Republic 

New  tag  for  "Banquo's  Chair"  is  FATAL  WIT- 
NESS. 

20th  Century-Fox 

"Kitten  on  the  Keys"  switches  to  DO  YOU 
LOVE  ME? 


DENVER — Frank  H.  Ricketson  jr.,  who  has 
been  president  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Screen  Club  the  past  four  years,  will  retire 
this  month  after  a new  president  is  elected 
and  installed.  Ricketson,  who  is  president 
and  general  manager  of  Fox  Intermountain 
Theatres,  Inc.,  is  leaving  because  he  believes 
someone  else  should  shoulder  the  respon- 
sibilities that  go  with  that  post.  In  an  open 
letter  to  members  of  the  club  he  pointed 
out  shortcomings  that  can  come  to  some  clubs, 
but  he  said  he  was  sure  they  will  never 
happen  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club. 
The  letter  follows: 

“The  thoughts  I would  like  to  leave  our 
club  were  gathered  from  an  experience  of 
four  years  in  which  I was  honored  as  presi- 
dent. Unfortunately  they  may  appear  opin- 
ionated and  overly  frank. 

“As  an  organization  our  club  has  become 
the  sole  representative  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  all  its  branches  for  the 
Rocky  Mountain  region.  It  does  the  public 
relations  work  of  our  business;  it  spear- 
heads our  war  and  civic  activities;  it  is  the 
medium  of  our  charities  and  the  social  outlet 
of  our  people.  Therefore  it  always  must  re- 
flect the  greatness  and  the  fine  ideals  char- 
acteristic of  our  vocation. 

Has  Known  Joe  and  Woe 

“In  our  club’s  30  years’  history  it  has 
known  modest  prosperity  and  deep  melan- 
cholia. For  several  years  during  depression 
periods,  it  ceased  to  exist.  In  those  interims 
the  exhibitors  would  form  an  association  or 
the  distributors  would  organize  a club.  Then 
because  there  was  and  is  a communion  of 
interest  between  exhibition  and  distribution, 
there  would  come  a screen  club  revival  to 
be  followed  by  a period  of  prosperity  and, 
later,  depression. 

“In  1940  we  were  $2,000  in  debt  and  there 
were  some  who  believed  that  we  should  cur- 
tail our  clubroom  functions.  But  our  mem- 
bers were  loyal,  probably  more  loyal  than 
any  other  group,  the  indebtedness  was  soon 
eliminated  and  again  we  were  solvent.  We 
will  begin  1945  with  a reserve  of  $8,500,  an 
active  club  membership  of  approximately 
100,  and  a total  dues  delinquency  of  less 
than  $500. 

“More  important,  though,  during  this 
period,  our  ladies  have  carried  on  their  vari- 
ous charitable  projects.  The  club  has  equipped 
a wing  at  the  county  hospital  with  beds  and 
complete  furnishings  for  36  patients;  we 
have  become  a sponsor  of  the  Central  City 
Opera  House  Ass’n;  we  have  endowed  the 
Library  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences 
at  the  University  of  Denver,  which  now  is 
the  third  largest  motion  picture  library  in 
the  United  States.  We  have  seen  the  club 
become  an  important  industry  medium  of 
the  region.  We  have  been  able  to  assist  sev- 
eral needy  club  members.  All  this  has  been 
accomplished  by  your  club  dues,  through 
benefits  sponsored  by  the  club,  through  per- 
sonal donations  of  club  members  and,  equally 
important,  by  the  tireless  efforts  of  club 
members  among  which  and  probably  most 
significant  was  the  work  of  the  ladies. 

Urges  Large  Reserve  Fund 

“Our  goal  certainly  should  be  to  continue 
these  worthwhile  activities  and  to  add  to 
our  reserve  fund  until  we  have  $12,000  to 
$15,000  available  to  invest  in  a good  first 
mortgage,  the  income  from  which  would  as- 
sure us  rent  money  for  our  club  rooms.  Our 
membership  is  composed  of  salaried  people 
with  comparatively  small  incomes.  We  can- 
not hope  for  any  large  gifts  or  endowments. 
This  is  our  golden  opportunity  to  secure  the 
club’s  future  for  with  rent  assured  on  club 


quarters  the  energy  of  our  people  will  carry 
on  and  further  expand  our  charitable  and 
educational  work. 

“There  is  always  the  question:  Should  we 
join  with  other  organizations  such  as  the 
radio  or  the  press  clubs  or  admit  outsiders 
to  membership  or  use  of  our  club  rooms? 
The  addition  of  other  groups  may  have  ad- 
vantages but  it  should  be  analyzed  care- 
fully. The  club  serves  as  a public  relations 
organization  for  our  industry.  Any  change 
which  minimizes  this  purpose  would  neces- 
sitate eventually  another  industry  organiza- 
tion. The  ladies  of  the  club  have  contributed 
much  to  our  success.  A change  of  policy 
which  would  lessen  their  interest  would  not 
be  advantageous.  Finally,  our  club  has  gone 
forward  because  there  was  that  worthy  heart 
interest  and  neither  increased  membership 
nor  more  influential  personages  will  com- 
pensate for  a loss  of  this  vital  essential — the 
heart  interest  of  our  members. 

. Calls  for  Charity  in  Program 

“In  these  past  years  we  have  seen  clubs 
in  nearby  cities  comparable  to  Denver  bog 
down,  break  up,  go  through  reorganizations 
or  pass  out.  The  reason  always  has  been  that 
they  have  forgotten  that  the  foundation  of 
their  structure  is  a three-sided  triangle  in 
which  charity  and  public  service  must  have 
an  equal  place  with  social  activity.  From 
reports  coming  from  these  cities  we  have 
learned  that  excessive  drinking  or  gambling, 
under  the  guise  of  social  life,  has  shrunk 
the  other  two  sides  of  the  triangle. 

“This  can  never  happen  to  us.  But  let 
us  continue  constantly  to  examine  our  struc- 
ture. The  triangle  or  our  existence  has  three 
equal  sides — charity,  public  and  patriotic 
service,  and  the  welfare  and  social  life  of 
our  members.  With  those  three  in  equal  de- 
gree, we  will  go  forward.” 

Extra  Jobs  Up  in  Month 
But  Average  Pay  Slides 

Extra  jobs  during  the  month  of  November 
were  slightly  above  those  for  October  in  both 
placements  and  dollar  value,  but  the  average 
daily  wage  was  down  almost  $1,  according 
to  figures  released  by  Central  Casting  Corp. 
There  were  27,454  placements  with  a dollar 
value  of  $340,718.86;  average  daily  place- 
ments were  947;  and  the  average  daily  wage 
was  $12.44.  Placements  for  November  1944 
were  $55,000  below  the  dollar  value  of  place- 
ments for  November  1943. 

Calls  in  the  principal  rates  were  as  follows: 

$5.50  642 

8.25  3.141 

10.50  21,267 

16.50  2,211 

Sunny  Mount  Buys 
San  Jose  Theatre 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  Los  Gatos  Thea- 
tre and  building,  including  nine  stores  on 
Santa  Cruz  Ave.  in  San  Jose,  have  been 
purchased  by  the  Sunny  Mount  Theatres, 
Inc.,  according  to  a deed  filed  with  County 
Recorder  Charles  A.  Payne.  The  sellers  were 
Herman  Baumgartner  and  wife  and  William 
Baumgartner  and  wife.  The  sale  price  was 
indicated  to  be  $115,000.  However,  by  inclu- 
sion of  personal  property  and  intangibles, 
the  total  transaction  was  understood  to  ap- 
proximate $200,000. 


Stint  in  "Night  in  Paradise" 

Walter  Wanger  has  assigned  Thomas 
Gomez  a featured  stint  in  Universal’s  “Night 
in  Paradise.” 
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LOS  ANGELES 


^•harles  Skouras,  president  of  National 
Theatres  and  Fox  West  Coast,  returned 
from  a three-week  New  York  and  Washing- 
ton business  trip  . . . Recently  resigned  from 
the  Metro  exchange,  Alex  Cooperman  has 
joined  Harry  Rackin’s  local  Exhibitor  Serv- 
ice as  booker  and  assistant  to  Rackin. 

Billy  Sobelman,  former  owner  of  the  Vic- 
tor Theatre,  is  now  managing  Vinnicof’s 
local  Centro  . . . William  Green,  Metro  pub- 
licist for  the  Chicago  territory,  left  for  the 
east  after  a brief  whirl  around  the  studios 
. . . Seventeen-year-old  Robert  Dickson,  son 
of  the  Roy  Dicksons  (Booking  Service)  has 
enlisted  in  the  merchant  marine  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Karl  Lichtenfield  were  in  from 
Philadelphia  visiting  their  son  Ben,  who 
operates  the  local  Clinton  showcase. 

Charles  H.  Rose  resigned  as  salesman  at 
the  San  Francisco  office  of  National  Screen 
Service  and  has  organized  his  own  Poster 
Exchange  Co.  with  offices  in  Los  Angeles, 
San  Francisco,  Portland,  Seattle,  Salt  Lake 
and  Denver  . . . Visiting  locally:  George 
Diamos,  Lyric  Amusement  Co.,  Tucson, 
Ariz.;  Joe  Enos,  Fox  West  Coast  manager 
at  San  Francisco. 

The  Leo  Millers  (he’s  film  buyer  for  War- 
ner Bros.)  are  parents  of  a seven-pound 
boy  born  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital 
. . . The  local  Studio  Theatre  has  been  tem- 
porarily shuttered. 

On  the  Row:  Ernest  Molina,  Grand,  Ana- 
heim; Frank  Valuskis,  Valuskis,  Buena  Park 
. . . Chicago  bound,  Universal  Salesman  Bill 
Parker  trained  out  to  meet  A1  O'Keefe,  divi- 
sion manager,  for  a business  huddle  . . . The 
Glenn  Shaffers  were  busy  winding  up  affairs, 
having  disposed  of  their  Brea  and  La  Habra 
showcases  to  M.  C.  McKinny. 

Lee  Grunden  of  the  Roy  Dickson  Booking 
Service  has  been  upped  from  office  man- 
ager to  booker.  Helen  Weiss,  formerly  with 
Fox  West  Coast,  has  taken  over  Lee’s  man- 
agerial chores. 

In  town  on  a business  trip  was  Harold 
Schwarz,  former  western  division  manager 
for  Alexander  Film  Co.,  who  now  operates 
Tower  Pictures,  an  independent  film  ex- 
change in  Dallas  . . . Leona  Echols  and  Ote 
Lewis  were  in  recently  on  their  usual  book- 
ing and  buying  trip  for  their  San  Gabriel 
theatres.  Leona,  incidentally,  would  like  it 
known  that  she  is  not  the  Leona  Eckols  re- 
cently arrested  and  jailed  in  Pasadena  on  a 
bookmaking  charge! 

Fox  West  Coast  has  renewed  its  lease  on 
the  west  coast  in  San  Bernardino  for  an- 
other ten  years  . . . Paying  a visit  to  his 
many  Row  friends  recently  was  Manny  Na- 
than, former  short  subjects  producer  and 
salesman  for  Universal,  who  is  now  a cam- 
eraman at  the  valley  studio  . . . Rube  Mel- 
cher,  manager  of  the  Kansas  City  office  of 
Corn  Poppers  Supply  Co.,  was  here  for  a 
looksee  at  the  local  office  and  huddles  with 
his  partner,  Harry  Taylor  . . . Bud  Silver- 
man,  of  the  Crenshaw  and  Majestic  the- 
atres, is  back  at  the  grind  after  a Palm 
Springs  vacation. 


Guy  Gunderson,  recently  resigned  as 
salesman  for  United  Artists  and  long-time 
stockholder  and  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  California  Drive-In  Theatres, 
has  taken  over  as  manager  of  the  latter 
company’s  San-Val  Theatre  in  Burbank  . . . 
Charles  Walker  came  in  from  Santa  Ana 
for  huddles  with  Harry  Rackin  of  Exhibi- 
tors Service  on  new  product  for  his  five 
theatres  . . . Altec  Branch  Manager  Stan 
Pariseau  was  a backyard  vacationer  . . . 
Doray  Hasson  has  returned  to  the  switch- 
board at  Exhibitors  Service  after  working 
a while  for  Sam  Decker  of  Astor  Pictures. 

Row  Noted:  Evart  Cummings,  Victory, 
Downey;  W.  L.  Porter,  Vernon- Vogue;  “Ber- 
nie”  Bernfield  of  Pat  Patterson’s  Hunley, 
Leo  Fenton,  Metro,  all  of  Los  Angeles;  Earl 
Streebe,  Palm,  Palm  Springs;  Lorrine  Wil- 
lard, El  Rancho,  Moorpark;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  R.  Landrom,  Dale,  Long  Beach;  Sam 
Cooper,  Jimmy  Edwards’  circuit,  Los  Angeles. 

“Lady,  Let’s  Dance,”  first  of  six  Mono- 
gram films  already  dubbed  in  Spanish,  has 
been  booked  by  Jack  Lamont,  Mexico  City 
exchange  manager,  to  open  at  the  Alameda 
Theatre  in  the  Mexican  capital.  Shortly  after, 
the  film  will  be  shown  in  Cuba  and  Puerto 
Rico. 


Jack  Matlack  Is  Chosen 
Portland  First  Citizen 

PORTLAND — Jack  Matlack,  director  of  ad- 
vertising for  J.  J.  Parker  Theatres,  received 
what  he  described  as  “one  of  the  greatest 
thrills  I have  ever  had”  when  he  was  chosen 
Portland’s  “Junior  Man  of  the  Year”  by  the 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Selection  of  Matlack  was  made  by  a secret 
committee  of  Portland’s  civic  leaders  and 
announced  recently  by  the  Junior  Chamber. 

Matlack,  who  has  only  lived  in  Portland 
about  two  years,  had,  through  various  pro- 
motions, obtained  for  the  city  and  Oregon 
numerous  first  place  honors  in  war  drives. 

Bond  sales  during  the  past  year  under 
Matlack’s  guidance  at  the  Parker  theatres 
totaled  $10,000,000.  As  state  publicity  chair- 
man for  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive  he  was 
credited  with  devising  the  best  publicity 
campaign  of  any  state. 

He  led  theatre  collections  for  infantile 
paralysis  drives  and  was  a member  of  the 
special  events  committee  of  the  Oregon  war 
finance  committee. 

Matlack  has  been  active  in  recruiting 
drives,  Red  Cross  campaigns  and  was  to  give 
his  tenth  pint  of  blood  to  the  latter’s  blood 
bank  January  5. 

As  one  of  the  Honored  Hundred  Matlack 
helped  plan  the  nationwide  campaign  for  the 
Fifth  War  Loan  drive  and  with  all  these  ac- 
tivities found  time  to  continue  his  work  in 
theatre  exploitation.  He  received  the  silver 
grand  award  for  the  greatest  single  campaign 
on  any  picture  during  the  year. 

A bachelor,  Matlack  is  30  years  old  and  a 
member  of  the  Gallon  Club,  the  Multonomah 
Club,  the  Portland  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Masons. 

The  award  as  junior  first  citizen  will  be 
presented  at  an  annual  dinner  January  19. 


~jm  WAHOO 

vyfiefl 


America's  Finest  Screen  Game 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


Messinger  In  at  Dawson 

DAWSON,  MONT.  — Cal  Messinger  re- 
cently became  manager  of  the  Rose  and 
Uptown  theatres  here  succeeding  Miss  Ann 
Fleischman,  resigned.  Louis  Moor,  Havre, 
owner  of  the  theatres,  announced  the  ap- 
pointment of  Messinger,  former  instructor  in 
Dawson  County  junior  college. 


Plans  Formulated 
For  Dimes  Drive 

LOS  ANGELES — The  first  organization 
meeting  of  the  theatre  committee  for  south- 
ern California,  southern  Nevada  and  Ari- 
zona on  the  forthcoming  March  of  Dimes 
drive  was  held  in  the  offices  of  George  Bow- 
ser Fox  West  Coast  general  manager.  Plans 
and  preparations  for  theatres  participation 
in  this  year's  campaign  were  discussed  and 
the  week  of  January  25  through  31  set  for 
drive  collections  in  each  of  the  750  area 
theatres. 

Attending  the  initial  meeting  were  Bow- 
ser, representing  FWC;  Bob  Poole  and  Ida 
Schreiber,  for  the  independents;  Clyde  Eck- 
hardt,  for  the  exchanges  and  other  indus- 
try workers. 

A special  letter  to  theatres  outlining  de- 
tails of  the  drive  was  drafted.  In  addition, 
the  territory  will  be  split  up  and  assigned  to 
teams  of  film  salesmen.  The  teams  will 
solicit  pledges  and  individual  participation 
from  all  unaffiliated  houses. 


WPB  Okays  New  Theatre 

TWENTYNINE  PALMS,  CALIF.  — The 
WPB  has  authorized  construction  of  a new 
cement  block  and  concrete  theatre  on  the 
plaza  here.  Motion  picture  shows  will  con- 
tinue in  a local  roller  rink  until  the  new 
structure  is  completed. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


TXIith  the  inauguration  of  a new  opening 
VV  policy  at  the  Lyric  Theatre  here  Man- 
ager Jerry  Ross  is  enjoying  packed  houses 
with  his  vaudeville  and  double  first  run  pic- 
ture program  . . . Deanna  Durbin’s  newest 
vehicle,  “Can’t  Help  Singing,”  is  nearing  its 
windup  stage  in  southern  Utah  near  Navajo 
Lake. 

University  of  Utah  student  and  church 
New  Year’s  Eve  festivities  here  were  opened 
with  showings  of  motion  pictures  inasmuch 
as  Utah  laws  banned  dancing  on  Sunday 
after  midnight  . . . Five  midnight  special 
shows  at  advanced  prices  were  offered  down- 
town; namely  at  the  Centre,  Utah,  Capitol, 
Mario  and  the  Studio  . . . Jack  Painter, 
20th-Fox  producer  and  director,  arrived  to 
begin  filming  a series  of  pictures  on  Utah’s 
scenic  wonders  . . . S.  Hurok  presents  his 
Ballet  Theatre  troupe  at  Kingsbury  Hall 
January  15. 

C.  P.  Nedley,  newly-appointed  manager  at 
M-G-M,  was  welcomed  to  his  new  duties  fol- 
lowing his  return  from  Omaha,  his  home 
until  he  was  promoted.  He  spent  the  holi- 
days there  with  his  family  making  arrange- 
ments to  move  . . . Harry  Kerrer,  well  known 
in  film  circles  here  for  many  years  and 
lately  at  Los  Angeles,  and  Mrs.  Kerrer  were 
visitors. 

C.  J.  Feldman,  division  manager  for  Uni- 
versal, and  Hugh  Braley,  district  manager 
for  Paramount,  were  in  on  business  . . . 
Carrol  Trowbridge,  manager  at  United  Art- 
ists, reports  “Tomorrow  the  World”  was  well 
received  at  its  recent  sneak  preview  at  the 
Utah  Theatre.  Comment  cards  were  passed 
out  to  the  audience,  then  collected. 

Joe  Soloman,  Idaho  UA  salesman,  is  ill  in 
a local  hospital  . . . Giff  Davison,  RKO 
manager,  the  entire  sales  force  and  E.  S. 
Winward,  office  manager,  and  Eddie  Tur- 
hune,  exploiteer,  were  scheduled  to  attend 
a regional  RKO  meeting  in  the  east. 
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Los  Angeles  Grosses 
Zoom;  Four  Hi!  200 

LOS  ANGELES — Hypoed  by  the  New  Year’s 
weekend,  first  run  grosses  zoomed  to  the 
highest  levels  in  a long  time.  Four  houses 
reported  200  per  cent  and  seven  others  ranged 
from  150  to  175.  Topping  the  town  was  20th- 
Fox’s  “Winged  Victory,”  which  after  an  ad- 
vanced price  premiere  at  the  Chinese  de- 
buted there  and  at  the  State  and  Uptown, 
and  wound  up  its  initial  stanza  with  200  in 
two  of  the  houses  and  175  at  the  other. 
Public  response  to  the  picture  was  so  great 
that  it  was  held  over  for  a second  week, 
marking  the  first  time  since  the  theatres 
have  been  running  as  day-date  first  runs  that 
any  film  has  been  accorded  such  treatment. 
Running  very  close  behind  with  200  at  the 
Egyptian  and  Ritz  and  160  at  the  Los  An- 


geles was  Metro’s  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis.” 

(Average  is  100) 

Chinese  State — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 200 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — Hollywood 

Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 150 

Downtown  Paramount — Our  Hearts  Were  Young 
and  Gay  (Para);  Atlantic  City  (Rep),  2nd  wk.  .120 
Egyptian  and  Ritz — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis 

(M-G-M)  200 

Four  Star — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd  wk 150 

Hillstreet — Together  Again  (Col),  2nd  wk.; 

Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ).- 100 

Hollywood  Paramount — Same  as  Downtown 

Paramount,  2nd  wk 125 

Los  Angeles — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 160 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet.. 115 

United  Artists — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd  wk...l75 

Uptown — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 175 

Wilshire — Same  as  United  Artists  and 
Four  Star  125 


Deanna's  Film  Tops  Frisco 
In  Terrific  New  Year  Week 
SAN  FRANCISCO— The  Orpheum  Thea- 
tre with  “Can’t  Help  Singing”  topped  the 
town  in  a terrific  New  Year’s  week  with  220 
per  cent.  Other  big  time  readings  went  to 
the  Fox  Theatre  with  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”  and  “The  Belle  of  the  Yukon,”  plus 
a stage  show  at  the  Golden  Gate.  “The  Sus- 
pect” went  unnoticed  in  one  of  the  really  top 
weeks  of  the  year. 


Esquire — The  Suspect  (Univ);  Dixie  Jamboree 

(PRC),  2nd  wk 80 

Fox — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 180 

Golden  Gate — The  Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO), 

plus  stage  show  175 

Orpheum — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 220 

Paramount — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 160 

State — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para);  Hail  the 

Conquering  Hero  (Para),  2nd  wk 120 

St.  Francis — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk  130 
United  Artists — Dark  Waters  (UA);  My  Gal 

Loves  Music  (Univ),  4th  wk 100 

Warfield — Brazil  (Rep),  plus  stage  show 140 


After-Holiday  Pickup  Sends  Grosses 
Climbing  in  Salt  Lake  City 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — New  Year’s  Eve  parties 
at  the  theatres  and  an  after-holiday  pickup 
in  attendance  started  the  year  out  with  high- 
ly satisfactory  boxoffice  records  here. 


Capitol — Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M); 

Sergeant  Mike  (Col)  175 

Centre — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  wk 175 

Lyric — Polo  Joe  (WB),  reissue;  Men  on  Her 

Mind  (PRC)  175 

Rialto — Alaska  (Mono);  Jade  Mask  (Mono)..... 175 

State — Leave  It  to  the  Irish  (Mono);  Range 

Law  (Mono)  125 

Studio — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para),  2nd  wk ; 165 

Uptown — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO), 

2nd  wk 165 

Utah — The  Doughgirls  (WB),  2nd  wk 135 


Barusch  Agency  Continues 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  Walter  Barusch 
Advertising  Agency  will  continue  operations 
under  the  management  of  Miss  Gail  Lip- 
man,  according  to  Mrs.  Dolores  Barusch. 
Walter  Barusch  died  January  1 following 
months  of  illness  and  it  was  his  wish  that 
the  agency  continue  operation.  Established 
in  1925,  the  agency  specializes  in  theatrical 
advertising  and  publicity. 


Seattle  Goes  lor  Taylor 
In  a Bustling  Way 

Seattle — The  big  theatrical  event  of 
week  was  the  personal  appearance  of 
Lieut.  Robert  Taylor  of  the  navy.  The 
former  screen  star  came  to  town  for  the 
opening  of  “The  Fighting  Lady”  and  did 
he  make  the  ladies’  hearts  flutter!  The 
opening  night  the  Music  Hall  Theatre 
was  jammed  and  so  were  the  streets  with 
thousands  of  people  milling  and  pushing 
until  finally  the  police  had  to  put  Taylor 
in  a squad  car  to  get  him  to  his  hotel. 

There  were  autograph  hunters  by  the 
hundreds.  Bob  may  not  have  been  in 
pictures  for  a couple  of  years  but  the 
public  seems  for  him  more  than  ever. 


SEATTLE 

T ieut.  Bob  Estill  was  here  from  the  Aleu- 
“ tians  on  his  way  to  a new  assignment 
. . . Oscar  and  Mrs.  Chiniquy  returned  from 
the  Los  Angeles  trip  and  holiday  visit  with 
their  son  Don  at  Moffett  Field  . . . Recovered 
from  his  recent  operation  D.  O.  Selby  is 
back  at  his  desk  with  the  B.  F.  Shearer  Co. 

. . . Tad  Danz,  son  of  Fred  Danz,  is  nursing 
a broken  collar  bone  suffered  in  a fall  down- 
stairs at  his  home. 

Johnny  McKeehan,  booker  for  Sterling 
Theatres  when  he  went  into  the  army,  is 
here  on  furlough  . . . Frank  Newman  sr.  cele- 
brated a birthday  . . . John  Peterson  is  back 
on  the  job  as  manager  of  the  Palomar  Thea- 
tre fully  recovered  from  his  recent  operation 
. . . Victor  Mature  is  due  at  the  Palomar 
soon  in  the  coast  guard  stage  show  “Tars 
and  Spars.” 

Ben  and  Florence  Shearer  and  daughter 
Sandra  have  returned  from  Palm  Springs  . . . 
Dorothy  Johnson,  advance  representative  for 
“Kiss  and  Tell,”  stageplay  due  at  the  Metro- 
politan soon,  was  in  town  and  calling  on  the 
papers. 

Don  Geddes  has  been  appointed  city  man- 
ager for  Evergreen  Theatres  in  Wenatchee 
to  succeed  Morrie  Nimmer  who  has  joined 
the  navy.  For  the  last  eight  years,  Don  has 
been  manager  of  the  Seattle  Orpheum.  Jack 
Rosenberg,  just  released  from  the  coast 
guard,  will'  take  over  the  Orpheum.  Evergreen 
managers  in  Seattle  and  members  of  the 
division  office  force  gave  a “farewell"  lunch- 
eon for  Don  and  presented  him  with  a 
traveling  kit. 

Bill  Duggan  has  resigned  as  general  man- 
ager of  Sterling  Theatres  . . . Joe  Rosenfield 
has  bought  a home  in  Spokane.  At  present 
Mrs.  Rosenfield  and  the  children  are  va- 
cationing in  California. 

Greetings  were  received  from  Glenn  Havi- 
land  from  the  Central  Pacific  and  also  from 
Pvt.  Bill  Roush,  who  still  is  in  a hospital  in 
England  . . . Harold  Navarre,  now  in  the 
aerial  photography  division  in  the  navy,  has 
been  transferred  from  Florida  to  Anacosta 
Field  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  further  train- 
ing . . . W.  B.  McDonald  of  Olympia  was 
visiting  on  the  Row  with  the  H.  D.  McDon- 
alds as  guests. 

Jack  Crawford,  former  orchestra  leader  in 
Seattle  theatres  and  later  in  California,  was 
here  with  his  wife  on  a'  visit.  His  wife  Emma 
was  formerly  with  Mother  Lang  and  her 
Juvenile  Bostonians,  same  as  this  writer  . . . 
Ray  and  Blanche  Harris  are  the  parents  of 
a baby  girl.  Ray  is  in  service  and  Mrs. 
Harris  is  secretary  to  Bill  Houck  of  the  Tele- 
news Theatre. 


Bob  Taylor  Zooms  1 
"Fighting  Lady" 

SEATTLE — Business  here  turned  upward 
after  the  holidays  and  all  theatres  did  okay 
last  week.  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  was  out- 
standing as  was  “Hollywood  Canteen.”  The 
Music  Hall  opened  terrific  with  the  personal 
appearance  of  Lieut.  Robert  Taylor  who  came 
for  the  opening  of  “Fighting  Lady.” 


(Average  is  100) 

Blue  Mouse — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para);  Nevada 

(RKO),  3rd  wk 110 

Fifth  Avenue — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para), 

2nd  wk 175 

L.berty — Together  Again  (Col);  Unwritten 

Code  (Col),  3rd  wk 120 

Music  Box — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 140 

Music  Hall — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th- 

Fox);  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox)  150 

Orpheum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 160 

Palomar — Dixie  Jamboree  (PRC),  plus  stage  show. 110 
Paramount — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 140 


"Victory"  Grabs  Most  Money  But 
Percentage  of  "Creek"  Is  High 

DENVER — “Winged  Victory”  at  the  Den- 
ver and  Esquire  took  in  the  most  money,  but 
“Frenchman’s  Creek”  in  its  second  week  at 
the  Denham  had  the  best  percentage  and 
stayed  over  for  a third.  The  Orpheum  got 
off  its  regular  opening  day  during  the  holi- 
days and  both  double  bills  listed  below  have 
had  or  will  get  a full  week. 


Aladdin — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB); 

Charlie  Chan  and  the  Jade  Mask  (Mono), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 150 

Denham — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk 200 

Denver  and  Esquire — Winged  Victory 

(20th-Fox)  190 

Oipheum — Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (M-G-M); 
Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO),  3 days  to  finish 
a week;  and  None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO); 

My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO),  4 days  to  start  a wk 150 

Paramount — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ); 

Under  Western  Skies  (Univ) 175 

Rialto — Summer  Storm  (UA); 

Hi  Beautiful  (Univ),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 125 


Laurelda  Schmidt  Named 
Film  Colony  Club  Head 

SAN  FRANCISCO — These  new  officers 
were  elected  by  the  Film  Colony  Club  at  its 
gala  party  on  January  4:  Laurelda  M. 
Schmidt,  from  Nasser  Bros.,  president;  Sally 
Martin,  Blumenfeld  circuit,  first  vice-presi- 
dent; Helen  Wabbe,  RKO  Golden  Gate, 
second  vice-president;  Paula  Grubstick,  Film 
Classics,  secretary;  Mary  Mora,  Golden  State 
Theatres,  treasurer. 

Directors  elected:  Dorothy  Taylor,  Cali- 
fornia Theatres  Ass’n;  Melda  Major,  Lillian 
Siegel  and  Rita  Zulbert,  all  of  Fox  West 
Coast;  Inez  Fox,  Columbia,  and  Freeda 
Fleishman. 

Edna  MacCarthy  of  Golden  State  Theatres 
is  the  retiring  president. 

Reseda  Gets  Assurance 
Of  New  Showcase 

RESEDA,  CALIF. — J.  C.  New,  owner  of 
more  than  half  the  frontage  on  the  west  side 
of  Reseda  Blvd.,  between  Sherman  Way  and 
Gault  St.,  said  he  has  been  approached  by 
three  theatre  men  with  offers  to  equip  and 
operate  a theatre  here. 

New  said  he  intends  to  provide  the  city 
with  a theatre  building  as  soon  as  priorities 
permit  and  asserted  that  part  of  his  Reseda 
Blvd.,  frontage  has  been  earmarked  for  the 
project. 


L.  H.  Marcus  to  KSAN 

SAN  FRANCISCO — L.  Howard  Marcus, 
formerly  associated  with  Intermountain  The- 
atres at  Salt  Lake  City  and  son  of  Louis 
Marcus,  former  theatre  owner,  is  now  ac- 
count executive  for  San  Francisco’s  station 
KSAN. 
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DENVER 


TyTanager  changes  in  the  C.  U.  Yaeger  Atlas 
1 Theatres  circuit  include  the  moving  of 
M.  H.  Phillipson  from  the  Santa  Fe,  Denver, 
to  manage  the  Rex,  at  Brighton,  succeeding 
Dwayne  Welch,  who  has  gone  to  the  west 
coast.  This  leaves  the  Santa  Fe  job  open. 
Charles  Lacy,  Jewel  doorman,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  manager. 


The  distributors  March  of  Dimes  commit- 
tee, composed  of  exchange  managers,  met  in 
the  20th-Fox  screening  room  with  Earl  Bell, 
Warners,  as  chairman.  Plans  were  made  to 
conform  to  national  plans  in  the  drive. 


George  H.  McCool,  United  Artist  office 
manager,  and  his  family  spent  a belated  but 
happy  Christmas  with  a turkey  dinner  last 
Sunday.  The  occasion  was  the  return  of  his 
son,  Sgt.  George  H.  McCool,  from  Europe, 
where  he  had  been  in  action  as  a forward 
artillery  observer.  The  sergeant  is  at  present 
at  Fitzsimmons  Hospital  here.  He  will  re- 
ceive a medical  discharge.  He  has  two 
Presidential  citations  and  several  stars.  He 
was  hospitalized  in  Europe  for  three  months 
before  starting  home. 

Fred  Zekman,  Black  Hills  Amusement  Co., 
booker,  has  moved  his  offices  to  603  Den- 
ham Bldg.  ...  Ed  Bluck,  former  theatre 
owner,  is  in  a serious  condition  at  the  Colo- 
rado General  Hospital.  He  is  being  given 
blood  transfusions.  One  of  his  sons,  Ross, 
is  office  manager  and  booker  at  the  RKO 
in  Des  Moines. 


A sneak  preview  of  “Tomorrow  the  World” 
was  held  at  the  Aladdin,  and  according  to 
cards  turned  in,  the  comment  was  very  favor- 
able. The  Elitch  summer  theatre  presented 
the  play  here  last  summer,  and  people  who 
saw  both  the  play  and  the  film  say  the  film 
is  much  the  better. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  K.  Olson  have  returned 
from  a visit  to  their  daughter  at  Salt  Lake 
City  where  she  is  recuperating  from  an  ap- 
pendectomy. Olson  visited  acquaintances 
along  Filmrow  . . . Larry  Starsmore,  Colo- 
rado Springs  manager  for  Westland  Thea- 
tres before  going  into  the  army,  spent  some 
of  his  furlough  in  Denver.  He  is  receiving 
training  at  the  Newark,  N.  J.,  army  air  base. 

Exhibitors  from  out  of  the  city  seen  on  the 
Row  included  Chick  Kelloff,  Antonito;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Canda,  Westcliffe;  George 
McCormick,  Canon  City,  and  Art  Beaton 
and  Gary  Walker,  Johnstown. 


RKO  Sales  Forces 
Rally  at  the  Studio 

HOLLYWOOD — Combined  sales  forces  of 
RKO  branches  in  Los  Angeles,  Denver,  Salt 
Lake  City  and  San  Francisco  were  guests 
of  Charles  Koerner,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  production,  and  other  lot  executives,  at 
a studio  luncheon  staged  in  connection  with 
the  kickoff  of  the  Ned  Depinet  sales  drive. 

Heading  the  list  of  visitors  were  Bob  Fol- 
liard,  RKO  distribution  executive  from 
Philadelphia  and  J.  H.  MacIntyre,  western 
district  manager. 

Approximately  80  persons  attended  the 
function,  including  many  of  the  studio’s  con- 
tract stars  and  players,  representatives  of 
the  trade  press  and  the  following  lot  bigwigs: 
Joe  Nolan  and  William  Dozier,  aides  to 
Koerner:  Sid  Rogel  and  Jack  Gross,  exec- 
utive producers:  Producer  Nat  Holt;  Leon 
Goldberg,  studio  manager;  Barret  McCor- 
mick and  Perry  Lieber,  respectively  national 
and  studio  publicity  heads. 

Thirty  Managers  Get 
Bond  Medal  for  Honor 

LOS  ANGELES — Industry  medals  of  honor 
for  outstanding  work  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan 
were  presented  to  30  southern  California 
theatre  managers  at  a luncheon  given  by  the 
California  theatre  council  and  participated 
in  by  national,  state  and  city  leaders.  Hosts 
were  Rodney  A.  Pantages,  Marco  Wolff, 
Louis  J.  Halper,  Charles  Prickett,  L.  E.  Be- 
hymer  and  Tom  W.  Baily. 

Among  the  speakers  were  Mayor  Fletcher 
Bowron  of  Los  Angeles;  Ted  R.  Gamble, 
national  director  of  the  war  finance  division; 
Howard  Mills,  WFC  western  divisional  head; 
Robert  Moulton,  southern  California  WFC 
chairman;  Councilman  Lloyd  Davies;  Hugh 
Bruen,  honorary  national  co-chairman  of 
the  campaign;  Gus  Metzger  of  the  theatres’ 
war  finance  organization,  and  Robert  Poole, 
co-chairman  of  the  theatre  finance  group. 

The  medals  of  honor  were  cast  by  the 
WAC  and  are  to  be  awarded  for  outstanding 
work  in  all  drives  to  date.  They  are  the 
gift  of  the  committee,  headed  by  Harry 
Brandt,  national  chairman  of  the  campaign 
in  the  film  industry. 

Albert  J.  Law,  Counsel 
For  SCTOA,  Is  Buried 


"Victory"  Breaks  Precedent 
In  a Triple  Booking 

LOS  ANGELES — In  a precedent-establish- 
ing booking,  20th-Fox’s  “Winged  Victory”  is 
playing  a second  week  at  Fox  West  Coast’s 
Chinese,  State  and  Uptown  theatres.  The 
second  stanza  of  “Victory”  marks  the  first 
holdover  since  the  trio  started  their  day-date 
first  run  policy  some  time  ago  and  is  the 
first  time  in  a number  of  years  that  a pic- 
ture has  been  held  over  at  either  the  State 
or  Chinese. 


D.  L.  Hay  at  Boulder 

BOULDER,  COLO.— D.  L.  Hay  of  Chey- 
enne recently  arrived  here  to  become  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Boulder  Theatre  un- 
der Wilbur  R.  Williams. 


K.  E.  Jones  at  Cody 

CODY,  WYO. — K.  E.  Jones,  former  pro- 
jectionist with  the  Gordon  Bros,  theatres  in 
Boise,  Idaho,  has  become  operator  at  the 
new  Cody  Theatre  here. 


LOS  ANGELES— The  funeral  of  Albert  J. 
Law,  40,  general  counsel  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  was  held  at 
the  Wee  Kirk  O’  the  Heather,  Forest  Lawn. 

Active  pallbearers  were  George  Bowser, 
Ned  Calvi,  Mike  Rosenberg,  Harry  Vinnicof, 
Gus  Metzger,  B.  J.  Leavitt  and  Marco  Wolff, 
directors  of  SCTOA.  Honorary  pallbearers: 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  George  Hickey,  John 
Bertero,  W.  H.  Lollier,  Andy  Krappman,  L.  L. 
Bard,  Grover  Smith,  W.  Elliott,  Victor  Adams, 
Bill  Srere,  Milton  Arthur,  James  Edwards, 
Arnold  Schaak,  Sherrill  Corwin,  A1  Hanson, 
Harold  Collins,  Herman  Lewis,  R.  H.  Poole 
and  A.  L.  Gore. 

Law,  who  died  in  New  York  as  the  result 
of  a heart  attack,  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Marion;  Sarah  L.  Law,  his  mother;  a brother, 
Cpl.  Melvin  J.  Law,  and  a sister,  Elizabeth 
Law. 

Mayfair  at  Los  Angeles 
Open  Under  Joe  Sinay 

LOS  ANGELES — Fanchon  & Marco’s  May- 
fair  Theatre,  shuttered  for  four  months  for 
rejuvenation,  reopened  Christmas  night  un- 
der the  management  of  Joe  Sinay. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


paula  Grobstick  and  husband  Al,  both  of 
Film  Classics,  are  taking  dancing  lessons. 
Most  of  their  spare  time  is  given  to  the 
Stagedoor  Canteen  where,  according  to  Al, 
“we  can  use  all  the  help  we  can  get.”  Volun- 
teers, phone  Al  and  find  out  the  details  . . . 
Incidentally,  Grubstick’s  birthday  was  Janu- 
ary 5. 

Back  to  Work:  Ray  Jorgensen  returned  to 
her  job  at  20th-Fox  following  a serious  ill- 
ness . . . Floyd  Bernard,  also  at  20th-Fox, 
returned  to  his  desk  and  pondered  over  city 
sales.  Dorothy  Haley  of  B.  F.  Shearer  Co., 
took  her  annual  vacation  of  two  weeks  plus 
and  journeyed  to  Portland. 

Helen  Marcus  of  the  Blumenfeld  Theatres 
finally  conquered  a cold  that  just  wouldn’t 
leave  and  has  returned  to  the  job  . . . Pete 
Vigna,  Fox  booker,  returned  from  a visit  in 
the  east  . . . Jack  Goodwin,  Motion  Picture 
Service,  gave  a gala  New  Year’s  Eve  party 
in  his  newly-redecorated  rumpus  room,  billed 
as  “the  S.S.  Nonvoyage.”  The  rumpus  room 
is  designed  after  the  interior  of  a ship  and 
is  worth  seeing.  Jack  did  all  the  work  on 
it  himself.  The  room  is  so  very  much  like  a 
ship,  some  visitors  complain  of  being  sea  sick! 

Seen  along  the  Row  were  Milton  Samis  of 
San  Jose  and  Jimmy  Sellick  from  the  Studio 
in  Richmond  . . . Juanita  Baker  is  now  Mrs. 
Paul  Malledan,  wife  of  the  St.  Francis  Thea- 
tre manager  . . . Also  congratulations  to 
Billy  Nasser  who  became  the  papa  of  a baby 
girl. 

Dave  Cantor  was  in  to  work  on  the  cam- 
paign for  “Woman  in  the  Window”  at  the 
RKO  Golden  Gate.  Cantor  is  the  RKO  west- 
ern field  representative  . . . Jules  Wolf,  for- 
mer distributor  here  who  now  lives  in  Los 
Angeles,  was  in  recently  for  the  wedding  of 
his  son  . . . Lou  Rosen  of  the  Royal  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Honolulu,  was  here  recently  with 
his  son. 

Frisco  Candy  Firms  Hire 
A Merchandising  Expert 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  affiliated  North- 
west Automatic  Candy  Corp.  and  the  Pacific 
Automatic  Candy  Corp.,  who  operate  candy 
installations  in  theatres  in  the  western  area, 
have  engaged  J.  William  Olgardt  as  man- 
ager of  the  promotion  and  merchandising 
department.  He  has  had  wide  experience 
in  the  public  relations  and  consumer 
merchandising  fields  with  national  organi- 
zations. 

Herbert  Ebenstein,  vice-president  of  both 
Northwest  and  Pacific  engaged  Olgart  as 
part  of  a move  to  enlarge  and  develop  the 
service  to  the  patrons  of  the  theatres  serv- 
iced by  the  companies.  Ebenstein  pointed 
out  theatre  sales  of  confections  to  patrons 
has  made  tremendous  strides  all  over  the 
country  and  it  is  his  purpose  to  improve 
the  standards  and  encourage  advanced  meth- 
ods of  merchandising  and  service  into  this 
department,  which  if  properly  handled  “will 
do  much  to  add  to  patron  goodwill,  com- 
fort and  enjoyment.” 

McCausland  Takes  Over 
At  Denver  Telenews 

DENVER — Ross  McCausland,  former  as- 
sistant of  the  Telenews  in  San  Francisco, 
has  taken  over  as  manager  of  the  Telenews 
Theatre  in  Denver. 

He  succeeds  Charles  Shubt  who  has  been 
managing  the  theatre  here  for  about  a year 
and  has  been  named  assistant  to  Ellis  Levy, 
west  coast  division  manager  for  Telenews. 
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Murray  Recounts  Basis 

For  $1,000,000  Suit 


Rosecan  Hearing  Up 
At  Si.  Louis  Monday 

ST.  LOUIS— The  unreasonable  clearance 
complaint  »f  Adolph  Rosecan,  operator  of 
the  Princess  Theatre  here,  which  is  the  basis 
for  the  antitrust  damage  suit  filed  several 
weeks  ago  by  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co., 
et  al.,  against  Paramount,  RKO,  20th-Fox 
and  Warners  and  the  American  Arbitration 
Ass’n,  is  on  the  local  AAA  tribunal’s  docket 
for  hearing  on  Monday,  January  15,  before 
Arbiter  Harry  G.  Erbs,  a local  attorney,  who 
is  one  of  the  individual  defendants  in  the 
big  antitrust  damage  suit. 

Rosecan’s  complaint  was  against  all  of  the 
Big  Five,  but  M-G-M  was  not  included  in 
the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  suit  because 
that  circuit  does  not  use  M-G-M  pictures, 
which  appear  first  run  at  jLoew’s'  State  and 
Loew’s  Orpheum  theatres  and  then  are  sub- 
sequently shown  by  several  other  neighbor- 
hood circuits  and  independent  houses. 

Antitrust  Case  Up  January  23 

The  antitrust  case  is  docketed  for  hearing 
in  the  U.S.  district  court  here  for  January 
23  before  Judge  Richard  M.  Duncan.  Ap- 
parently the  way  was  cleared  for  trial  of  this 
important  case  recently  when  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard,  New  York,  denied  the 
motion  of  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  to 
intervene  in  the  consent  decree  original  liti- 
gation. Had  Judge  Goddard  permitted  the 
requested  intervention  Judge  Duncan  could 
have  issued  an  order  joining  the  two  cases, 
transferring  the  local  proceedings  to  New 
York  for  hearing. 

In  New  York  City,  Harry  C.  Arthur,  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  Fanchon 
& Marco  Service  Corp.,  stated  that  the  af- 
filiated St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  and  the 
other  petitioners  would  take  an  appeal  to  the 
U.S.  supreme  court  from  Judge  Goddard’s 
ruling. 

Two  More  AAA  Cases  Up 

In  the  meantime  two  other  pending  unrea- 
sonable clearance  cases  against  the  Big  Five 
are  docketed  for  hearings  in  the  local  AAA 
tribunal  next  week.  The  complaint  of  the 
owners  of  the  Ritz  Theatre,  East  Alton,  comes 
up  January  16  before  Arbiter  Fred  Arm- 
strong and  the  Gaty  Theatre,  East  St.  Louis, 
111.,  case  before  Arbiter  Wilbur  Jones  on 
January  18. 

The  trial  date  for  the  case  recently  filed 
by  the  owners  of  the  Stadium  Theatre, 
Caruthersville,  Mo.,  has  - not  been  set.  In 
that  case  unreasonable  clearance  is  alleged 
against  Paramount,  20th-Fox,  Warners  and 
RKO  while  M-G-M  is  charged  with  refus- 
ing to  furnish  pictures  for  any  run  is  charged. 
C.  Carey  is  the  owner  of  the  Stadium.  The 
latter  case  affects  the  present  runs  of  the 
Gem  and  Rodgers,  owned  by  I.  W.  Rodgers 
circuit  of  Cairo,  111. 

E.  May,  Chicago  Warners, 
Into  Army;  Shifts  Follow 

CHICAGO — Charles  H.  Ryan,  Warner  cir- 
cuit, announces  that  Walter  Stacy,  former 
assistant  manager  at  the  Jeffrey,  is  now  in 
that  capacity  at  the  Avalon;  William  Brady, 
assistant  manager  at  the  Shore,  goes  to  the 
Jeffrey  in  Stacy’s  place,  and  John  O’Donnell, 
chief  of  service  at  the  Rhodes,  has  been 
upped  to  assistant  manager  at  the  Shore. 
All  this  came  about  because  Earl  May,  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Avalon,  was  drafted 
into  a uniform. 


Altec  Into  B&K 

CHICAGO — B&K  circuit  has  signed  for 
Altec  service  in  its  81  theatres  operated  in 
Illinois  and  Indiana.  The  deal  was  nego- 
tiated by  R.  Hilton,  Chicago  district  man- 
ager of  Altec. 


CHICAGO — A recital  of  the  booking  and 
financial  troubles  of  the  Thalia  Theatre  from 
1906  to  1941  highlighted  the  opening  days 
of  the  hearing  instituted  in  federal  court 
here  by  Thomas  A.  Murray,  former  operator 
of  this  second  floor  west  side  film  house,  of 
his  charges  of  a million  dollars  damages  re- 
sulting from  alleged  violations  of  antitrust 
laws.  Murray  named  as  defendants,  ten  dis- 
tributors, Balaban  & Katz  Corp.,  Morris  G. 
Leonard,  Louis  Reinheimer,  John  L.  Manta, 
Van  A.  Nomikos  and  the  Milo  Theatre  Corp. 

The  case  got  under  way  Thursday  (4),  in 
Judge  William  H.  Holley’s  court  with  the 
impaneling  of  a jury  of  seven  women  and 
five  men.  It  was  predicted  that  more  than 
one  month  will  be  required  before  the  case 
would  reach  the  jury. 

Harold  W.  Norman  is  the  lawyer  for  the 
veteran  plaintiff,  assisted  by  the  former  the- 
atre operator’s  son,  Lester  Murray. 

Displays  Amazing  Memory 

The  70-year-old  Murray  surprised  the  bat- 
tery of  defense  lawyers  by  his  amazing  mem- 
ory. He  could  recall  the  approximate  dates 
of  conferences  with  salesmen  and  branch 
managers  of  Chicago  exchanges  covering  a 
span  of  35  years.  In  one  instance,  Murray 
provoked  a gale  of  laughter  from  the  spec- 
tators in  the  court  when,  following  a repri- 
mand by  a defense  lawyer  for  not  answering 
a question  directly,  Murray  proved  to  the 
court  that  his  answer  was  based  on  the  law- 
yer’s wording  and  forced  the  attorney  to 
reword  the  inquiry. 

Practically  every  branch  manager  who  has 
served  Chicago  exchanges  during  the  past 
20  years  was  named  by  Murray  in  direct 
examination  on  the  second  day  of  the  trial, 
as  well  as  many  salesmen  of  films.  Most 
of  those  named;  by  Murray  are  scheduled  to 
appear  for  the  defense  as  the  trial  progresses. 

On  the  third  day,  Murray,  under  cross- 
examination,  related  the  financial  troubles 
of  the  Thalia  in  the  period  of  the  depres- 
sion up  until  Jan.  1,  1941,  when  he  sold  his 
interests  to  the  Van  A.  Nomikos  circuit. 

Started  With  $250 

Murray  previously  reviewed  how  in  1906 
he  entered  into  a partnership  with  $250  to 
operate  the  Thalia  Theatre,  three  nights  a 


Annual  Memorial  Held 
For  Iroquois  Victims 

Chicago — Memorial  services  for  the  601 
victims  of  the  Iroquois  Theatre  fire  of 
1903,  conducted  annually,  were  held  in 
the  council  chambers  of  the  city  hall. 
Fire  Commissioner  Corrigan,  who  turned 
in  the  first  alarm  on  the  day  of  the  fire, 
sounded  the  same  alarm  box  at  3:32  p.  m. 
and  John  Traeger  sr.,  then  coroner,  was 
a speaker.  Among  the  guests  at  the 
ceremony  was  Mrs.  E.  J.  Buchan  who,  as 
Annabelle  Whitford  was  the  costar  with 
Eddie  Foy  of  “Mr.  Bluebeard”  which  was 
the  attraction  playing  at  the  time  of  the 
disaster.  She  later  was  a Ziegfeld  star. 

The  Rev.  Marcel  LeVoy,  chaplain  of 
Showfolks  of  America,  and  the  Rev. 
Preston  Bradley  of  Peoples  Church  were 
among  the  clergymen  present.  The  pro- 
gram was  sponsored  by  the  Junior  Chi- 
cago Ass’n  of  Commerce.  The  Oriental 
Theatre  now  stands  on  the  former  site 
of  the  Iroquois. 


week,  with  a combination  policy  of  vaude- 
ville and  flickers.  The  other  nights  of  the 
week  were  given  to  operation  by  a Bohemian 
stock  company.  In  due  time  the  Thalia  was 
given  over  for  the  entire  week  to  operation 
by  Murray,  who  then  quit  his  job  as  a post 
office  clerk  to  devote  his  full  time  to  this 
theatre. 

From  1906  to  1925,  when  the  Milo  Theatre 
was  built  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  Murray 
testified  that  he  could  buy  any  and  all  film 
he  needed.  But  following  the  advent  of  the 
Milo,  Murray  declared  that  he  found  it  nec- 
essary to  authorize  the  Balaban  & Katz 
Midwest  Theatres,  Inc.,  to  do  his  booking  and 
buying  of  films.  Under  this  arrangement, 
product  was  divided  equally  between  his 
Thalia  and  his  competitor,  the  Milo.  Subse- 
quently he  said  Balaban  & Katz  dissolved  the 
Midwest  Theatres  subsidiary,  but  officials  of 
B&K  recommended  that  he  transfer  all  his 
booking  power  to  Reinheimer,  who  was  to 
open  a booking  office  under  his  own  banner 
on  Michigan  Ave.  \ 

A Key  Man  in  B&K  Unit 

Until  that  time  Reinheimer  was  a key  man 
in  the  B&K  Midwest  Theatres  booking  and 
buying  unit. 

Under  Reinheimer,  with  the  passing  of 
years,  Murray  related  that  favorable  clear- 
ance for  his  theatres  began  to  recede  gradu- 
ally and  slowly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Milo 
Theatre.  Murray  said  that  Leonard,  legal 
counsel  for  the  Balaban  & Katz,  had  an  in- 
vestment in  the  Milo  and  because  of  this, 
Leonard  from  time  to  time  interfered  with 
choice  bookings  that  he  (Murray)  had  ap- 
plied for  in  visits  to  executives  in  the  New 
York  offices  of  distributors. 

Repeated  denials  were  made  by  Muyray  in 
reply  to  questions  by  Miles  G.  Seely,  a de- 
fense attorney,  that  he  delayed  buying  prod- 
uct in  attempts  to  get  lower  prices  from  dis- 
tributors. 

Even  when  Reinheimer  had  seasonal  poli- 
cies against  buying  from  certain  distributors, 
Murray  stressed  that  he  personally  would 
negotiate  for  the  impending  seasons’  con- 
tracts with  the  exchanges  in  question. 

Defense  lawyers  made  reservations  with  the 
court  for  the  jury  to  be  taken  on  a tour  of 
inspection  of  the  Thalia,  Milo  and  other 
competitive  theatres  on  the  first  day  that 
weather  permitted. 

United  Artists  Switches 
To  24-Hour  Schedule 

CHICAGO — Following  the  pattern  of  the 
Essaness  Woods  Theatre,  which  has  been 
operating  on  a 24-hour  schedule  for  nearly 
two  years,  B&K  will  inaugurate  a nightly 
midnight  show  as  the  United  Artist’s  policy. 

The  circuit  has  been  having  owl  shows, 
starting  at  1 a.  m.,  at  the  Apollo  and  Garrick. 
The  trend  to  all-night  performances  is  due 
to  demands  by  war  workers  on  varying  shifts. 
Some  suburban  houses  near  industrial  centers 
have  added  late  shows  to  their  schedules. 

Kedzie  Starts  Clearance 
Fight  on  Five  Firms 

CHICAGO — The  Kedzie  Amusement  Co., 
operating  the  Kedzie  Annex,  has  filed  a 
clearance  complaint  with  the  arbitration 
tribunal,  naming  five  companies  and  charg- 
ing that  clearance  granted  its  neighbor,  the 
B&K  Senate,  is  “arbitrary,  excessive  and  un- 
reasonable.” 
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pTarold  J.  Fitzgerald,  head  of  Fox  Wiscon- 

x sin  Amusement  Corp.,  departed  for  Flor- 
ida to  dispose  of  his  winter  home  there  . . . 
Dick  Sachsal,  who  formerly  refinished  screens 
for  local  theatre  operators,  now  runs  the 
Hotel  La  Flora  at  Miami  Beach,  Fla.  He 
sent  season’s  greetings  to  Harry  Perlewitz  of 
Independent  Theatres  in  the  form  of  a goodly 
supply  of  pecans. 

Elaine  Skinner  of  the  Metro  office  was 
pleasantly  surprised  by  the  unexpected  fur- 
lough of  “the  light  in  her  life,”  Cpl.  Tom 
Kelly  of  the  army  . . . Harold  Worthwein, 
Paramount  branch  manager,  was  out  in  the 
state  territory  ...  All  theatres  in  Milwaukee 
County  went  over  their  quota  in  the  Sixth 
War  Bond  drive  . . . That  premiere  of  “The 
Army  at  War,”  an  exhibition  of  the  war 
as  painted  by  American  artists  at  Layton 
Art  Gallery,  is  drawing  well. 

. fi'j.v  y - 

John  P.  Adler,  Marshfield,  president  of  the 
ITO  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan;  Bill 
Ainsworth,  Fond  Du  Lac,  and  Harry  Perle- 
witz, Milwaukee,  will  attend  the  Allied  Na- 
tional board  conclave  at  Columbus  January 
24-25  . . . Dorothy  Wales  of  the  Republic 
office  became  engaged  to  Marine  Pvt.  Dick 
Mead.  Dick  is  a brother  of  Jack  Mead,  Wis- 
consin U.  football  star  who  played  with  the 
West  team  in  the  East-West  game  New  Year’s 
Day  . . . Metro  resumed  screenings  for  em- 
ployes with  the  return  of  Harry  Shumow, 
resident  manager. 

Jean  Goodkind  of  the  United  Artists  office 
celebrated  a birthday  with  plenty  of  cake  in 
evidence  ...  In  for  a confab  with  Charles 
Trampe,  Monogram  manager,  were  Steve 
Broidy,  Monogram  general  sales  manager 
from  the  west  coast,  and  Harry  Thomas,  di- 
visional manager  . . . “They  Shall  Have 
Faith,”  a late  Monogram  release,  was 
screened  for  local  exhibitors. 

Dave  Ross,  Metro  salesman,  plans  a Cali- 
fornia vacation  shortly  . . . Diana  Barry- 
more and  Bramwell  Fletcher  were  at  the 
Davidson  in  “Rebecca”  . . . Jack  Quirk,  RKO 
publicist,  spent  the  holiday  season  in  New 
Jersey,  his  home  state. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Lucille  Forbes,  op- 
erator of  theatres  at  Merrill,  Spring  Green, 
Chilton  and  Prairie  du  Chein;  Steve  Dorece, 
Crown  Theatre,  Racine;  Mrs.  Walter  Kru- 
sienski,  another  Racine  theatre  operator;  Lee 
Sweeley,  Clinton,  Clinton;  Mert  Miller  of 
the  May  in  Mayville.  Mert  reported  “tough 
goin’  ” on  the  RFD  these  days. 

Every  time  Barney  Wiese,  assistant  ship- 
per at  Metro,  enters  the  office  gas  masks 
are  donned.  His  corn  cob  pipe,  due  to  the 
cigaret  shortage,  is  too  much  . . . “Naughty 
Marietta,”  which  the  American  Legion  spon- 
sored, pulled  them  in  at  Milwaukee  Audi- 
torium ...  In  a tiein  with  the  coast  guard’s 


recruitment  program,  “Beachhead  to  Berlin,” 
color  film  of  the  invasion  of  Normandy,  was 
shown  at  the  Capitol  in  Madison. 

Scheduled  to  show  at  the  Pabst  Theatre, 
the  Ballet  Theatre  Co.  performance  was  can- 
celed. Too  much  zero  weather  between  Cin- 
cinnati and  Chicago  kept  the  troupe  from  ar- 
riving. Myra  Peache,  Pabst  Theatre  mana- 
ger, canceled  when  the  ballet  failed  to  arrive 
by  10  p.  m.  There  were  refunds  and  plenty 
of  growls  from  the  disappointed  patrons. 

Guests  on  a recent  Feminine  Viewpoint 
program  over  WISN  were  Pvt.  Lon  McCallister 
and  Sgt.  Edmund  O'Brien  who  appeared  in 
the  stage  and  screen  versions  of  “Winged 
Victory  . . . Walter  Bennin,  four,  son  of 
Walter  Bennin,  Metro  office  manager,  vis- 
ited the  exchange.  Though  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  glamour  gals,  Walter  jr„  evi- 
denced more  interest  in  Harry  Shumow’s 
goldfish. 

A real  open  house  at  the  home  of  Kenneth 
Seim,  United  Artists  office  manager  and 
booker,  attracted  the  entire  exchange  per- 
sonnel. The  event  served  as  a farewell  for 
Nat  Nathanson,  who  left  for  Chicago,  and  as 
a welcome  for  Bob  Allen,  who  replaced 
Nathanson  as  Milwaukee  branch  manager 
when  Nat  assumed  management  of  the  Chi- 
cago UA  office. 

Dave  Steiman,  brother  of  Bob  Steiman, 
well  known  on  the  Row,  was  in  on  furlough. 
Dave  has  been  an  instructor  in  aerial  pho- 
tography with  the  Canadian  air  force.  He 
spent  five  years  at  the  Paramount  exchange 
in  Winnipeg  before  entering  service.  He 
books  the  film  and  acts  as  projectionist  for 
shows  for  his  unit.  While  here  he  called  on 
Johnny  Mednikow,  manager  of  National 
Screen  Service. 

United  Artists  pictures,  “Abroad  With  Two 
Yanks”  and  “Three’s  a Family,”  follow 
"Guest  in  the  House”  into  the  Riverside  The- 
atre in  combination  with  stage  shows  . . . 
Late  in  the  month  Warners’  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  is  scheduled,  according  to  Eddie 
Weisfeldt,  manager  . . . New  Year’s  week 
kept  most  outstate  exhibitors  away  from  the 
Row.  Very  few  of  the  boys  braved  the  cold 
weather. 

“Rebecca,”  with  Diana  Barrymore,  Bram- 
well Fletcher  and  Florence  Reed  at  the 
Davidson  will  be  followed  by  “Blossom  Time.” 
Ruth  Gillette,  the  star,  has  appeared  in 
numerous  operettas  and  pictures.  The  Schu- 
bert role  is  handled  by  Earl  Covert  who  ap- 
peared in  “Heaven  Can  Wait”  and  has  dou- 
bled for  voices  of  Randolph  Scott,  Fernand 
Gravet,  Claude  Rains,  James  Craig  and  Nils 
Asther. 

All  the  Metro  gals  were  literally  “out  in 
the  cold”  one  morning  recently.  Barney 
Wiese,  assistant  shipper,  opened  the  doors 
a bit  after  schedule.  Walter  Blaney,  RKO 


AGAIN1  horror  units  are 

Breaking  Boxoffice  Records 
Book  This  One  Now l 

“MONSTER  WALKS”  Plus 
“ONE  FRIGHTENED  NITE” 


WEfRD! 


BLOOD-CHILLING! 


EERIE! 


Leonard  Sowar  Dies 
After  Brief  Illness 

INDIANAPOLIS  — Leonard  B.  Sowar,  49, 
Muncie,  city  manager  for  Theatrical  Man- 
agers, Inc.,  and  owner  of  the  Strand  and 
Uptown  theatres,  died  last  Tuesday  (2)  aft- 
ernoon at  Mt.  Mercy  Hospital  after  a brief 
illness.  He  had  been  on  an  extended  vaca- 
tion and  on  his  return  entered  the  hospital. 
Sowar  recently  returned  from  Washington 
where  he  had  received  special  tribute  from 
the  treasury  department  for  outstanding  war 
bond  efforts.  Survivors  include  the  wife,  a 
daughter,  the  parents  and  a sister. 


Jane  Ball  on  the  Fox  Stage 
At  "Winged  Victory"  Bow 

ST.  LOUIS — Five  St.  Louis  war  veterans 
home  on  furlough  and  Miss  Jane  Ball,  the 
actress,  appeared  on  the  stage  of  the  Fox 
Theatre  Tuesday  at  the  opening  of  “Winged 
Victory.” 

All  the  St.  Louisans  were  air  force  vet- 
erans. Others  were  George  C.  Smith,  presi- 
dent, St.  Louis  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
Maj.  Albert  V.  Nowak,  inspector  of  the  First 
troop  carrier  command  base  at  Malden,  Mo. 
While  here,  Miss  Ball  and  the  air  force 
heroes  visited  the  Curtiss-Wright  Corp.,  Em- 
erson Electric,  McDonnell  Aircraft  and 
Laister-Kauffmann  Aircraft  war  plants. 

Miss  Ball  left  here  for  Chicago  for  the 
opening  of  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom,”  in 
which  she  also  has  a leading  role. 


Revises  Theatre  Plans 

ST.  LOUIS — Fred  Wehrenberg  head  of  the 
Fred  Wehrenberg  circuit,  has  instructed  his 
architects  to  revise  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions for  the  new  theatre  he  proposes  to 
erect  at  Grand  Blvd.  and  Eichelberger  in 
the  postwar  period.  The  new  house  will  cost 
about  $125,000  with  equipment. 


officer  manager,  sheltered  them  until  Barney 
appeared  . . . There’s  still  plenty  of  clamor- 
ing for  ducats  to  “Oklahoma”  opening  late 
in  the  month  at  the  Davidson.  None  of  them 
are  on  sale  as  yet,  and  the  Theatre  Guild 
gets  first  call. 

“The  Spirit  of  the  Marine  Corps,”  written 
and  produced  by  Sgt.  Howard  J.  Anderson, 
Lyle  L.  Warzeka  and  Edward  G.  Cnare  of 
Madison  was  aired  over  station  WIBA  re- 
cently. Anderson  is  a recruiter.  Warzeka 
and  Cnare  are  Wisconsin  U.  students. 

The  luncheon  honoring  Lieut.  Comdr. 
Frank  DeLorenzo  jr„  a bomber  pilot,  held 
at  Hotel  Schroeder,  was  attended  by  many 
Milwaukee  showmen.  Frank  jr.,  the  son  of 
Frank  DeLorenzo,  the  projectionist,  partici- 
pated in  raids  over  Wake  and  other  South 
Pacific  islands.  In  the  navy  for  four  years, 
Frank  holds  the  Air  Medal.  Young  Frank 
was  presented  with  a photograph  taken  30 
years  back.  It  was  a shot  of  old-time  Mil- 
waukee showmen  taken  at  the  Astor  The- 
atre when  Frank  sr.  was  a violinist  in  the 
orchestra  there.  Incidentally,  the  group  was 
celebrating  the  birth  of  Frank  jr.  who  left 
after  the  banquet  for  the  west  coast  and 
another  assignment. 

“Porgy  and  Bess”  is  slated  for  mid-Janu- 
ary in  Madison  at  the  Wisconsin  Union  The- 
atre. This  saga  of  Catfish  Row,  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  with  lyrics  by  Ira  Gershwin  and 
DuBose  Hayward,  and  George  Gershwin  mel- 
odies, features  Etta  Moten  as  Bess.  William 
Franklin,  the  new  Porgy,  formerly  vocalized 
with  the  Earl  Hines  and  Eddie  Cole  orches- 
tras. 
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Theatre  Patronage 
Up  at  Indianapolis 

INDIANAPOLIS  — Boxoffice  receipts  im- 
proved here  after  many  weeks  of  exceptionally 
poor  business.  Despite  the  extremely  cold 
weather,  ice  and  snow,  theatres  did  a good 
business  last  week  with  all  reports  going  over 
the  100  per  cent  mark. 

(Average  is  100) 


Alamo — Ghost  Guns  (Mono);  Swing  Hostess 

(PRC)  75 

Ambassador — Are  These  Our  Parents?  (Mono); 

Call  of  the  Jungle  (Mono)  80 

Circle— The  Doughgirls  (WB)  120 

Indiana — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 160 

Loew's — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 150 

Lyric — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  2nd  wk 115 


Milwaukee  Theatres  Above  Average 
Despite  Postholiday  Season 

MILWAUKEE — New  Year’s  Eve  starting  a 
double  holiday  kept  all  houses  except  one 
above  average.  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  coupled 
with  “Tahiti  Nights”  hit  120.  In  spite  of  cold 
weather  the  other  theatres  with  one  exception 
were  above  average. 


Alhambra — The  Conspirators  (WB);  Lake 

Placid  Serenade  (Rep),  2nd  wk 110 

Palace — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para);  Tahiti 

Nights  (Col)  120 

Riverside — The  Merry  Monahans  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  110 

Strand — Something  lor  the  Boys  (20th-Fox); 

Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 75 

Warner — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 110 

Wisconsin — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox);  Dancing 
in  Manhattan  (Col)  120 


Chicago  Slithers  in  Grip  of  Winter 
But  Grosses  Are  in  High  Gear 

CHICAGO — Winter  had  a firm  grip  on  the 
Windy  City,  shaking  it,  freezing  it  and  slith- 
ering it  around  on  several  inches  of  ice  and 
snow.  Holdovers  were  pleasanter;  for  in- 
stance the  second  week  of  “And  Now  Tomor- 
row” at  the  Chicago,  along  with  Johnny  Long 
and  his  band,  which  is  doing  nicely.  “Can’t 
Help  Singing,”  at  the  RKO  Palace,  and 
“Frenchman’s  Creek,”  at  the  State-Lake,  re- 
mained strong.  Weather  or  not,  business 
wasn’t  bad  but,  taking  impetus  from  the  New 
Year’s  Eve  bonanza  has  gone  along  merrily. 
The  RKO  Grand  made  headlines,  broke  rec- 
ords and  tied  up  traffic  with  Universal’s  duo 
of  chiller-dillers,  “The  Mummy’s  Curse”  and 
“The  House  of  Frankenstein.”  Lines  a block 
long  stood  hours  in  subzero  weather,  New 
Year’s  Eve  only  to  go  inside  and  be  further 
chilled.  The  Oriental  did  fine  with  Howard’s 
“Hooray  for  Girls”  on  stage  and  “Three  Is 
a Family”  on  screen.  The  Woods  was  still 
doing  terrific  with  “The  Princess  and  the 
Pirate”  and  went  into  its  eighth  week. 


Apollo — Very  Thought  ot  You  (WB),  2nd  wk 110 

Chicago — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  plus 

Johnny  Long  and  band  on  stage,  2nd  wk 130 

Downtown — Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ), 
plus  Kinney  and  band,  Buck  & Bubbles,  Ella 

Fitzgerald  cn  stage  120 

Garrick — The  Conspirators  (WB),  2nd  wk... 100 

Grand — Mummy's  Curse  (Univ);  House  of 

Frankenstein  (Univ)  135 

Oriental — Three  Is  a Family  (UA),  plus  Hooray 

for  Girls  on  stage 125 

Palace — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter,  Arsene 

Lupin  (Univ),  2nd  wk 135 

Roosevelt — Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 115 

State-Lake — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk 130 

Studio — Aloha  (Dezel);  Mistress  Satan  (Dezel) 100 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Woods — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

7th  wk 125 

World  Playhouse — The  Great  Mr.  Handel  (Teitel), 
2nd  wk 110 


Samuel  Halper  Is  Dead 

CHICAGO  — The  Chicago  police  censor 
ed  Friday  (5)  for  Samuel  Halper,  50,  a show- 
man for  many  years,  who  died  at  his  home 
in  Wilmette.  He  operated  the  Irving  Thea- 
tre, had  an  interest  in  the  Metro  and  owned 
the  Dale  Theatre  Bldg.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  three  children. 


CHICAGO 


TNorothy  Deere,  former  B&K  publicist  and 
one-time  film  critic  on  the  Herald-Amer- 
ican,  was  here  from  Hollywood  where  she 
is  a fan  magazine  writer  to  file  divorce  pro- 
ceedings against  her  hubby,  Bert  Ofstie,  who 
is  Lynn  Burton  on  the  air,  former  owner  of 
a trailer  company  here  and  for  several  years 
an  announcer  on  WAIT  . . . William  Dalton 
of  the  Chicago  stagehands  union  has  been 
awarded  the  DSC  and  Flying  Medal  for 
bravery  in  French  air  battles. 

The  Row  was  saddened  by  the  news  that 
Staff  Sgt.  Daniel  G.  Schauermann,  Rock 
Island  theatre  manager  now  with  the  Sev- 
enth army  in  Germany,  is  reported  missing 
in  action  . . . Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Paramount 
vice-president,  Chiefed  in,  then  left  for  New 
York  . . . “The  Great  Mr.  Handel,”  released 
by  the  British  film  industry  a year  ago,  is 
now  at  Abe  Teitel’s  World  Playhouse  and 
getting  fine  notices  and  doing  splendid. 

Irene  Graham  is  now  chief  booker  at  the 
UA  here  succeeding  Oscar  Bernstein,  who  was 
moved  up  to  a sales  post  to  replace  Bob 
Allen,  who  has  gone  to  Milwaukee  as  branch 
manager  . . . Faye  Emerson  (Mrs.  Elliott 
Roosevelt)  stopped  briefly  on  her  way  from 
her  Washington  honeymoon  to  the  coast  to 
start  work  in  “Hotel  Berlin."  She  told  news 
men  at  the  Pump  room  that  Colonel  Roose- 
velt is  due  to  go  to  the  European  war  area 
soon. 

Hank  Markbrite,  official  of  Poppers  Sup- 
ply Co.,  is  celebrating  22  years  in  and  about 
the  Row.  He  started  as  a B&K  Tivoli  usher, 
became  a manager  and  became  supervisor  of 
the  first  manager’s  training  school  here, 
worked  for  various  circuits  as  manager  and 
publicist  and  then  went  with  the  Daily 
Times  as  amusement  ad  chief.  He  is  now 
back  on  the  Row  and  doing  great  in  the 
popcorn  business. 

Norman  Wills,  seen  in  the  heavy  role  in  the 
film  “San  Antonio,”  came  to  town  to 
see  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Norman  of  Woodlawn.  Willis  used  to  be  an 
usher  for  James  Coston,  Warner  chief,  at 
a theatre  at  61st  and  Prairie.  Since  going 
into  films,  Willis  has  appeared  in  65  of 
them. 

Johnny  Jones  of  JL&S  circuit,  who  has 
been  on  the  west  coast  for  some  time  with 
his  family,  came  in  on  business  ...  A negro 
patron  of  the  Michigan  Theatre  was  struck 
by  a bullet  which  penetrated  the  fire  door  of 
the  theatre  when  a New  Year’s  Eve  celebrant 
in  the  alley  took  to  saying  it  with  pistols. 

Ruth  Hoffman,  with  Allied  Theatres  two 
years,  is  now  secretary  to  its  head,  Jack 
Kirsch,  succeeding  Leonard  Gneier,  resigned 
. . . Allied  members  and  others  attended  the 
funeral  of  Samuel  Halper,  much-beloved  and 
respected  showman  who  died  January  3 . . . 
RKO  is  all  pennanted  and  bannered  to  boost 
“The  Greatest  Shows  On  Earth”  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Ned  Depinet  drive,  January 
19-May  20. 

Irving  Mack  says  his  plant  will  go  on  a 
five-day  week  starting  January  13,  and  will 
be  closed  all  day  Saturday,  so  customers 
must  get  their  bids  in  early  . . . Frank  Nardi, 
Republic  office  manager-booker,  injured  his 
side  when  he  skidded  on  the  ice.  He  is  all 
taped  up  but  on  the  job  . . Bob  Hickey, 
RKO  publicist,  went  to  Minneapolis. 

Angela  Green,  Warnerite,  stopped  off  to 
see  the  city  for  the  first  time,  and  Mitzi 
Green,  a better  known  star,  passed  through 
the  same  day  . . . Helen  Bolstadt  of  B&K’s 
publicity  department,  returned  from  a holiday 
with  her  relatives  in  St.  Paul  and  Minne- 


apolis and  reports  Minnehaha  Falls  con- 
tinues to  be  all  wet. 

Pvts.  Joel  jr.,  and  George  Nathanson,  for- 
merly at  National  Screen,  have  sent  greet- 
ings to  their  ex-boss,  Hank  Porter,  and  staff 
from  overseas.  The  brothers,  sons  of  the  vet- 
eran theatre  booker,  Joel  J.  Nathanson,  have 
been  in  the  armed  forces  more  than  a year 
. . . James  Jovan  of  Globe  Film  was  back 
from  New  York  over  the  holidays  and  then 
went  east  again  on  business  . . . Greetings 
have  arrived  from  Cpl.  Ervin  Sedlack,  former 
manager  of  Warners’  Hamilton,  who  is  in 
New  Mexico  and  collecting  salt  and  pepper 
shakers,  and  from  Johnny  Maloney,  former 
manager  of  the  Grove,  who  is  overseas  and 
has  become  a CPO. 

Lieut.  Marshall  Lavin,  son  of  Abel  Lavin, 
old-time  performer  and  manager,  is  home 
for  30  days  following  a long  stint  in  the 
Pacific  . . . Harry  Goldberg  of  PRC  is  a 
happy  guy.  He  finally  got  out  those  glamor- 
ous PRC  1945  calendars  . . . Pvt.  Vic  Bern- 
stein, former  Monogram  salesman,  is  among 
the  sender-of-greetings  to  former  pals  on 
the  Row.  He’s  in  Camp  Gruber,  Okla.  . . . 
Pvt.  Dave  Goldman,  formerly  head  of  Pro- 
gram Press,  was  in  town  from  Wright  Field. 

Spector’s  corner  window  is  still  boarded  up, 
for  robbers  cracked  it  New  Year’s,  making 
away  with  cigars  and  the  galloping  dominoes, 
but  they  overlooked  what  they  probably 
sought,  ten  cartons  of  cigarets  . . . Morrie 
Lipps  of  Midwest  Poster  and  Saul  Goldman 
are  the  newest  recruits  to  the  pipe-smoking 
brigade  and  on  them  they  look  good. 

The  Crystal  Theatre  on  South  Ashland 
Ave.  has  been  sold  to  Harry  Condos  by  Emily 
Simici  . . . The  Midtown,  formerly  the 
Lyric  on  47th  St.,  will  reopen  January  14, 
with  Maurice  Yarling  in  charge.  It  was  all 
refurnished  and  remodeled  . . . Harry  Phil- 
lips was  back  from  a downstate  jaunt  where 
he  got  rid  of  lots  of  used  chairs  and  popcorn 
in  a jiffy  . . . Nat  Bernstein,  long-time  show- 
man and  now  operator  of  a circuit  in  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  has  bought  the  Family 
Theatre  at  Gary  and  will  begin  operating  it 
February  1.  Meanwhile  he  will  join  his  fam- 
ily down  in  Florida  for  a Miami  Beach  holi- 
day . . . Clark  Gable  made  a holiday  visit 
here  for  just  one  day. 

Ray  Milland,  star  of  Paramount’s  forth- 
coming “Lost  Weekend,”  passed  through  on 
the  way  east  . . . Volunteer  junior  hostesses 
from  Chicago’s  USO  have  sold  over  40,000 
“Winged  Victory”  souvenir  books  for  a total 
of  $10,000  at  nightly  performances  of  the 
army  air  force  play  at  the  Civic  Opera  House. 
Receipts  as  well  as  the  proceeds  of  the  show 
are  contributed  to  army  charities  . . . Sonja 
Henie,  who  is  appearing  in  her  ice  show  here 
at  the  Stadium,  headquarters  at  the  Drake 
with  her  ma  and  makes  up  in  her  room  in- 
stead of  backstage. 

Harry  Bert,  getter-of-train  tickets  at  RKO, 
is  one  of  the  busiest  men  on  the  Row,  what 
with  so  many  starry  comings  and  goings  . . . 
S.  Barret  McCormick,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  RKO,  will  be  here  for  an 
all-day  conference  with  the  local  publicity 
staff  January  13  . . . Jack  Benny  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Livingston,  paused  here  en  route 
to  Washington  and  a White  House  luncheon 
incident  to  the  March  of  Dimes  drive  . . . 
Ann  Sheridan  and  her  shadow,  Steve  Hanna- 
gan,  also  passed  through,  capital-bound,  for 
the  same  reason. 


Femme  Topline  in  "Ten  Cents" 

Jane  Frazee  has  been  given  the  femme 
topline  in  Columbia’s  “Ten  Cents  a Dance.” 
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ST.  LOUIS 

pred  Wehrenberg,  president  of  the  MPTO 
in  this  area,  was  forced  to  cancel  a sched- 
uled speech  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Tri-State  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners 
Ass’n  at  Memphis,  Monday  (8).  An  arthritic 
condition  which  has  been  bothering  him  for 
the  last  year  or  so  was  the  cause. 

Bernard  J.  McCarthy,  St.  Louis  United 
Artists  manager,  succeeds  Harry  Hynes  of 
Universal  as  the  distributor  chairman  for  the 
WAC  here  . . . Mrs.  C.  T.  Dusenberre,  who 
with  her  husband,  operates  the  Red  Bud 
Theatre  in  Red  Bud,  111.,  recently  under- 
went an  operation  at  St.  John’s  Hospital 
here. 

Robert  S.  Lyon,  64,  former  mayor  and 
publisher  of  the  Richmond,  Mo.,  Conserva- 
tor, died  of  a heart  ailment  at  his  home 
there  on  January  5. 

“The  Dream  of  Butterfly,”  an  Italian  mo- 
tion picture,  completed  its  second  and  final 
week  at  Ruby  S’Renco’s  Art  Theatre. 

Dimes  Leaders  Set 
In  St.  Louis  District 

ST.  LOUIS — Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  Missouri 
state  chairman  for  the  March  of  Dimes  has 
announced  the  appointment  of  the  following 
co-chairmen  for  the  campaign  in  this  area 
January  15-31: 

Louis  K.  Ansell,  Ansell  Bros,  circuit,  to  di- 
rect the  activities  of  the  independent  theatres 
in  the  western  sections  of  St.  Louis  and  part 
of  St.  Louis  County. 

Paul  Krueger,  son-in-law  of  Fred  Wehren- 
berg and  associated  with  him  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Fred  Wehrenberg  circuit,  in 
charge  of  south  St.  Louis  and  part  of  St. 
Louis  County. 

Clarence  Kaimann,  Kaimann  Bros,  circuit, 
north  St.  Louis  and  part  of  St.  Louis  County. 

Tommy  James,  negro  theatres. 

A1  Poos  and  Henry  C.  Riegel  jr.,  Fanchon 
& Marco  district  managers,  in  charge  of  the 
27  neighborhood  houses  in  that  circuit. 

Martin  Burnett,  manager  of  Loew’s  State, 
will  be  in  charge  of  wrestling  matches;  Harry 
Crawford,  manager  of  the  Missouri  Theatre, 
and  Tony  Peluso,  manager  of  the  Fox,  in 
charge  of  dance  halls;  Herb  Washburn,  man- 
ager of  the  National  Screen  Service,  chair- 
man for  trailers  and  accessories. 

Lester  Bona,  Warner  Bros,  manager,  will 
be  distributor  co-chairman.  Bona’s  territory 
will  comprise  eastern  Missouri  and  also  part 
of  southern  Illinois. 


"Girl  of  Limberlost"  Screenplay 

Erna  Lazarus  is  set  to  scribe  the  screenplay 
of  Columbia’s  “Girl  of  the  Limberlost.” 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

” A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor  ’ 

THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


Chumpions  in  Lead; 
Fried  Heads  Girls 

MILWAUKEE — High  games  for  last  week 
put  Vivian  Fried  on  top  with  156,  followed 
by  Mary  Jane  Lohre  with  155,  and  Grace 
Mapes  with  143. 

High  team  singles  went  to  Four  Lassies, 
383;  Screen  Snapshots,  351,  and  Angel  Pus- 
ses, with  351. 

Three  game  high  teams  were  Four  Lassies, 
1054;  Sport  Chumpions,  1009,  and  Angel 
Pusses,  999. 

Won  Lost 


Sport  Chumpions  32  13 

Aristo  Cats  29  16 

Four  Lassies  29  16 

Screen  Snapshots  24  21 

Tin  Pan  Alley  22  23 

Alley  /Cats  21  24 

Angel  Pusses  19  26.. 

Gay  Sisters  11  34 


Remember,  girls,  the  tournament  is  Feb- 
ruary 11,  at  the  Sport  Bowl  on  58th  and  West 
North  Ave.,  at  1 p.  m.  We  are  entering  the 
following  teams: 

Team  No.  1:  Marion  Fiss,  captain;  Mary 
Jane  Lohre,  Josephine  Tomasik,  Mary  San- 
felippo,  Esther  Ohm. 

Team  No.  2:  Anne  Gapinski,  captain; 
Dorothy  Young,  Vivian  Fried,  La  Verne 
Loppnow,  Dorothy  Gruber. 

The  girls  not  in  the  tournament  are  cor- 
dially invited  to  use  their  vocal  chords  for 
a little  encouragement. — Your  Bowling  Re- 
porter. 


Metro  Topples  Warners  to  Take 
Chicago  Pin  League  Leadership 

CHICAGO — Taking  three  games  from  War- 
ners, Metro  climbed  to  first  place  in  the 
bowling  league  last  week.  Universal,  copping 
a pair  from  Monogram  went  into  second 
place.  Film  Chauffeurs,  skidding  lately,  got 
their  second  wind  and  picked  up  a trio  from 
Republic  which  was  handicapped  by  the  ab- 
sence of  two  players,  Frank  Nardi  and  Jim 
Booth.  Republic  still  leads,  however,  for 
three  game  high  total,  with  2,659.  Monogram 
is  next  with  2,649.  Individual  leaders  for 
three  games  totals  are  F.  Nardi  and  B.  Klass, 
tied  with  618  each.  E.  Klass  is  second,  with 
612.  Team  high  for  a single  game  belongs  to 
Monogram  with  953;  Film  Chauffeurs  are 
next  with  948.  E.  Klass  has  individual  high 
for  a single  game  249;  F.  Hanzelin  is  runner- 
up  with  238. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won 

Lost 

27 

18 

26 

19 

24 

21 

Monogram  

21 

24 

20 

25 

Warners 

15 

30 

INDIVIDUAL 

STANDINGS 

Avg. 

179 

175 

175 

174 

173 

173 

172 

172 

B.  Klass  

171 

H.  Gerry  

171 

Second  Femme  Lead  in  "Love" 

Rosemary  De  Camp  has  been  ticketed  for 
the  second  femme  lead  in  Warners’  “This 
Love  of  Ours.” 


INDIANAPOLIS 

lWorman  Lintz,  M-G-M  exploitation  direc- 
tor, went  to  New  York  on  business  . . . 
George  Landis,  20th-Fox  manager,  was  in 
Louisville  on  business  two  days  . . . Sam 
Abrams,  sales  executive,  PRC  Pictures,  suf- 
fered a slight  injury  through  falling  on  the 
icy  pavement  New  Year’s  Day  . . . The  Para- 
mount Pep  Club  will  hold  its  annual  elec- 
tion of  officers  January  15. 

G.  L.  Heindrich,  is  the  new  officer  man- 
ager and  head  booker  at  Columbia.  A pio- 
neer in  the  motion  picture  industry  he  is 
well  qualified  for  his  new  post,  having  been 
with  RKO  in  that  capacity.  Recently  Heind- 
rich was  with  the  836th  AAF  specialized  de- 
pot at  the  state  fairgrounds  . . . “Hollywood 
Canteen”  is  playing  extended  runs  in  Evans- 
ville, at  the  Grand,  and  in  Louisville  at  the 
Mary  Anderson  where  it  was  in  its  third 
week. 

R.  R.  Nichols  is  the  new  manager  at  the 
Capital  and  Eastern  theatres  in  Fort  Wayne, 
succeeding  K.  E.  Simmons,  who  is  leaving 
for  Los  Angeles.  Nichols  formerly  was  in  the 
motion  picture  business  in  Parsons,  Kas.  . . . 
Visitors  on  Filmrow  included  Joe  Schilling, 
Connersville;  D.  J.  Abbott,  Crothersville;  D. 
D.  Lee,  Montezuma,  and  Bob  Hudson,  Rich- 
mond. 

Richard  A.  Hoover,  former  Civic  Theatre 
director,  is  in  England.  He  writes  that  he 
finds  his  job  as  technical  sergeant  in  an 
infantry  company  a bit  varied  from  his  for- 
mer position. 

Charles  Rich,  Warners  district  manager, 
spent  the  week  in  Indianapolis  and  vicinity 
calling  on  exhibitors  with  Claude  McKean 
. . . William  Schilling  of  the  navy,  son  of 
Joe  Schilling,  Connersville  exhibitor,  sur- 
prised his  wife  and  family  when  he  arrived 
home  unexpectedly  Christmas  Eve  . . . Fred 
Dolle,  Louisville  exhibitor,  and  Max  Katz  of 
New  York  are  expected  visitors  during  the 
week. 

A1  Thompson,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Ritz  and  Park  theatres  at  North  Vernon,  is  a 
state  representative  in  the  Indiana  general 
assembly  . . . Gordon  Schuman,  head  booker 
at  RKO,  and  Mrs.  Schuman,  journeyed  to 
Evansville  to  help  celebrate  Mrs.  Meadows’ 
natal  day.  Max  Meadows,  southern  sales 
representative  for  Universal,  and  his  wife 
observed  her  birthday  January  5. 

A large  turnout  was  expected  for  the  Va- 
riety Club  party  for  Larry  Shubnell  Janu- 
ary 12.  Larry  has  gone  to  Franklin,  with  the 
Rembusch  Enterprises  . . . L.  J.  McGinley  of 
Universal  spent  the  week  in  Louisville  and 
the  southern  territory.  The  Sebring  Theatre, 
Shelburn,  has  closed.  The  house  was  oper- 
ated by  Richards  Phillips. 

Elmer  Klase  Holds  Top 
Spot  in  IATSE  Play 

MILWAUKEE— In  the  IATSE  Local  164 
bowling  league  last  week,  Elmer  Klase  held 
the  top  spot  for  high  three  games  with  662, 
Harry  Eifert  was  second  with  656.  and  George 
Brader,  third,  with  646.  In  the  high  single 
game  spot  was  held  by  George  Brader,  267; 
Sam  Hoenigh  next  with  247,  and  Klase,  third, 
247.  Team  No.  7 held  high  three  game  hon- 
ors with  2,542.  Team  No.  7,  2,532,  and  No.  6, 
2,522.  Team  No.  7 also  held  first  and  second 
single  game  honors  with  943  and  927.  No.  5 
was  third  with  926. 


RKO  Borrows  Audrey  Young 

RKO  has  borrowed  Audrey  Young,  Para- 
mount actress,  to  play  one  of  the  lead- 
ing roles  in  “George  White’s  Scandals  of 
1945.” 
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Beverly  Miller  Takes 
Over  Kansas  City  PRC 

KANSAS  CITY— Beverly  Miller  has  ac- 
quired entire  interest  in  PRC  Pictures  of 
Kansas  City,  Inc.  The  purchase  became  ef- 
fective Monday  (8).  R.  H.  Patt  and  John 
A.  Muchmore,  who  have  been  associated  in 
the  corporation  with  Miller  for  three  years, 
will  continue  in  the  equipment  business 
under  the  name  of  the  Holmes  Projector 
Sales  Co.,  with  their  offices  and  warehouse 
at  the  same  location. 

Miller  has  been  in  the  film  business  20 
years.  He  began  by  operating  portable  silent 
shows  in  eastern  Missouri  in  1925.  In  1926 
he  took  over  a theatre  in  St.  Louis,  and  that 
same  year  joined  the  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice to  travel  the  Kansas  City-St.  Louis  ter- 
ritory. He  was  with  NSS  11  years — eight  as 
salesman  and  three  in  the  Chicago  office.  In 
1936-38  he  was  in  the  air  conditioning  busi- 
ness, but  came  back  into  this  industry  in 
1938,  handling  various  theatre  promotions  at 
Atlanta,  Birmingham  and  New  Orleans.  He 
came  back  to  Kansas  City  early  in  1942.  In 
April  of  that  year  he  took  over  the  one- 
third  interest  of  W.  Lee  Norris  in  the  PRC 
corporation.  The  other  interest  was  held  by 
Patt  and  Muchmore  and  Miller  became  man- 
ager. Since  then  Miller  has  become  active 
in  many  circles.  He  is  a member  of  local 
Advertising  and  Sales  Executives  Club  and  is 
active  in  the  civil  air  patrol.  His  aviation 
experience  has  included  many  episodes,  in- 
cluding emergency  aid  to  the  film  industry. 

Further  plans  and  additions  to  the  staff 
are  to  be  announced  by  Miller  later.  Hope 
McCoy,  formerly  Hope  Everhardt,  has  been 
appointed  booker.  She  has  been  with  War- 
ners and  with  Monogram.  Her  husband, 
L.  W.  McCoy,  brother  of  Helen  McCoy,  is 
chief  storekeeper  in  the  navy,  now  on  the 
Atlantic. 

Miller  takes  over  the  local  PRC  distribu- 
tion at  a time  when  the  business  of  the 
office  has  been  greatly  increased. 

“PRC  pictures  have  been  greatly  improved,” 
says  Miller,  “and  in  these  days  of  curtailed 
volume  by  the  majors,  exhibitors  are  for- 
tunate in  having  a really  important  need 
supplied  by  our  organization.” 

Dan  Myers  Is  Appointed 
Assistant  at  Uptown 

KANSAS  CITY — Dean  Meyers  has  been  ap- 
pointed executive  assistant  to  Babe  Cohn, 
manager  of  the  Fox  Midwest  Uptown  here. 
Myers  has  been  associated  with  independent 
theatres  in  Des  Moines.  He  is  a designer 
and  draughtsman  and  for  the  last  two  years 
has  been  with  North  American  aircraft  plant 
here. 

Jack  Connor  in  Hospital 
For  an  Arm  Operation 

OMAHA — Jack  Connor,  M-G-M  exploiteer 
here,  is  to  be  operated  on  here  at  St.  Cath- 
erine’s Hospital  for  an  ailment  in  his  left 
arm.  He  has  been  in  the  hospital  since 
December  30  suffering  with  osteomyelitis. 
His  arm  was  injured  four  years  ago  in  an 
airplane  crash. 

Ralph  Green,  Des  Moines, 
Weds  Film  Actress 

DES  MOINES — Word  has  been  received 
here  of  the  marriage  of  Lieut.  Ralph  Green, 
former  operator  of  the  Dodge  Theatre  at 
Ft.  Dodge,  and  Grace  McDonald,  film  ac- 
tress. Green  has  been  in  the  marines  for 
the  past  two  years. 


Eldora  New  Grand  Tops 
Independent  List 

Des  Moines — Incomplete  tabulations  of 
bond  sales  by  independent  theatres  in 
Iowa  during  the  Sixth  War  Loan  placed 
the  following  theatres  at  the  top  of  the 
list: 

The  New  Grand,  Eldora,  managed  by 
Leo  F.  Wolcott,  which  sold  $137,575  in 
bonds.  In  second  place  was  the  Strand 
Theatre  at  Fort  Madison,  managed  by 
F.  L.  Golladay,  with  $103,875.  The  Iris 
Theatre,  Riceville,  placed  third  with  $99,- 
081.  Riceville  has  a population  of  910. 

In  fourth  place  is  the  Ossian  Theatre, 
Ossian,  managed  by  James  Felix.  Sales 
amounted  to  $94,000.00. 


Partial  List  Indicates 
Huge  Sales  in  Iowa 

DES  MOINES — Figures  concerning  the 
record-breaking  sale  of  bonds  in  Iowa  by  the 
industry  during  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive 
continue  to  pour  in  to  state  headquarters 
here.  While  not  all  theatres  have  been  heard 
from,  the  following  partial  list  will  give  an 
idea  of  the  fine  work  done  by  theatres  in  the 
Des  Moines  exchange  territory,  state  bond 
leaders  said.  The  figures  represent  sale  of 
war  bonds  at  film  premeires  only. 

IOWA 

Rialto  Theatre  at  Boone,  $176,193. 

Paramount,  Cedar  Rapids,  $59,075. 

Palace,  Burlington,  $62,575. 

Capitol,  Davenport,  $44,875. 

Majestic,  Centerville,  $285,000. 

Des  Moines,  $11,759,250,  and  Hiland,  Des  Moines, 
$325. 

Ritz,  Chariton,  $65,000. 

Englert,  Iowa  City,  $24,750. 

Charles,  Charles  City,  $52,375. 

Capitol,  Newton,  $72,110. 

Clarion,  Clarion,  $66,400. 

Princess,  Eagle  Grove,  $83,800. 

Grand,  Estherville,  $48,543. 

Rialto,  Fort  Dodge,  $292,150. 

Firemen's,  New  Hampton,  $46,825. 

Grand,  Oelwein,  $71,250. 

NEBRASKA 

Rex,  Albion,  $31,200. 

Columbus,  Columbus,  $179,100. 

Empress,  Fremont,  $234,925. 

Sun,  Holdrege,  $201,575. 

Grand,  Norfolk,  $218,000 

Sun,  York,  $83,475. 

Bonham,  Fairbury,  $22,350. 

Capitol,  Grand  Island,  $402,925. 

ILLINOIS 

Illini,  Moline,  $43,875. 


Columbia's  Invitation 

KANSAS  CITY — This  area’s  showmen  have 
been  extended  a special  invitation  by  Co- 
lumbia Pictures,  through  Tommy  Baldwin, 
manager,  to  attend  a tradeshowing  of  “To- 
night and  Every  Night,”  at  the  Vogue  The- 
atre here,  2 p.  m.,  Monday,  January  15. 
The  Technicolor  production  features  Rita 
Hayworth. 


No.  Dakota  Outlook 
Is  Bright  for  1945 

MINNEAPOLIS — North  Dakota  exhibitors 
are  expected  to  benefit  considerably  during 
the  ensuing  year  from  the  fact  that  for  the 
second  successive  year  71,000  farms  in  the 
state  produced  more  than  half  a billion  dol- 
lars in  gross  income,  or  an  average  of  more 
than  $7,210  each. 

The  figures  have  been  made  public  by  the 
Greater  North  Dakota  Ass’n.  Its  report  re- 
vealed that  North  Dakota  produced  more 
than  94  per  cent  of  the  nation’s  durum 
wheat  or  28,970,000  bushels;  more  than  20 
per  cent  of  the  nation’s  barley  crop,  and 
one-third  of  the  nation’s  flax  crop.  Also  a 
total  of  36,250,000  bushels  of  corn  was  grown, 
nearly  double  the  previous  ten-year  average. 

Besides  being  first  in  flax  and  barley,  the 
state  is  second  in  all  wheat  and  third  in 
potatoes  produced.  It  also  has  brought  out 
that  bank  deposits  were  377  million  dollars 
and  savings  and  loan  associations  had  an- 
other 18  million  on  deposit.  Moreover,  about 
5,500  farm  loans  were  paid  up  in  1944. 

The  report  stated  that  scores  of  localities 
are  planning  postwar  projects,  with  empha- 
sis in  North  Dakota  on  providing  farms  for 
returning  service  men.  All  in  all,  the  eco- 
nomic outlook  for  the  state  is  exceptionally 
good,  and  that  means  happy  days  ahead  for 
theatre  owners. 


Farmers'  Economic  Condition  Is 
Sounder  Now  Than  Other  War 

MINNEAPOLIS — It’s  good  news  for  the 
film  trade  to  learn  from  O.  J.  Arnold,  North- 
western National  Life  Insurance  Co.  presi- 
dent, that  the  economic  position  of  north- 
west farmers  is  considerably  sounder  than 
in  the  first  world  war. 

Farm  land  prices  have  advanced  some- 
what, but  there  has  been  little  of  the  shoe- 
string speculation  that  wrecked  farm  com- 
modities after  the  last  war,  Arnold  told  the 
company’s  sales  organization.  Installment 
payments  on  the  company’s  farm  contracts 
have  been  punctual,  many  being  paid  up 
ahead  of  schedule,  he  said. 

Farmers  are  taking  advantage  of  high 
farm  income  to  get  out  of  debt  and  more 
farmers  than  ever  are  covering  mortgage 
debt  balances  with  insurance  to  make  sure 
the  balance  will  be  wiped  out  eventually, 
according  to  Arnold. 

In  all  this  connection,  the  latest  Federal 
Reserve  bank  report  here  predicts  that  farm- 
ers will  do  a lion’s  share  of  postwar  pur- 
chasing unless  unforeseen  economic  events 
arise.  While  employment  in  Minnesota  dur- 
ing the  first  eight  months  of  1944  has  been 
consistently  below  the  peak  of  a year  be- 
fore, but  farm  income  is  at  one  of  the 
highest  levels  in  all  history. 


Main  Pointers  for  March  of  Dimes 

Kansas  City — All  theatres  are  being  urged  to  take  up  collections  at  every  show 
for  the  entire  week  of  the  March  of  Dimes  drive  January  25-31. 

The  appeal  trailer,  starring  Greer  Garson,  who  has  made  the  last  two,  will  be 
shipped  automatically  to  every  pledged  theatre  by  National  Screen  Service. 

Report  forms  for  the  daily  collections  will  be  sent  out  from  the  office  of  E.  C. 
Rhoden,  chairman  of  the  campaign  for  this  exchange  territory. 

As  in  the  past,  the  total  of  all  collections  are  to  be  forwarded  to  Chairman 
Rhoden  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and  he  in  turn  forwards  half  of  the  county  total  to 
the  national  foundation  and  returns  the  other  half  to  the  infantile  paralysis  chair- 
man in  each  county. 

The  reason  for  this  method  is  convenience  in  handling  the  funds  and  accurate 
accounting.  There  are  several  theatres  in  every  county,  and  it  is  a simpler  method 
to  have  the  entire  county  share  go  forward  in  one  check  from  the  state  exhibitor 
chairman. 
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Kansas  City  Polio  Clinic  an  Example 
Of  March  of  Dimes  Achievements 


KANSAS  CITY— The  1945  March  of 
Dimes  campaign  for  infantile  paralysis  vic- 
tims occasions  a review  of  what  the  motion 
picture  industry  has  accomplished  in  this 
great  humanitarian  effort,  especially  in  the 
Kansas  City  exchange  territory. 

Nicholas  Schenck,  national  chairman  of 
the  industry’s  campaign,  has  released  fig- 
ures showing  that  the  theatre  collections  in 
the  1944  campaign  totaled  almost  five  mil- 
lion dollars.  Of  this  amount,  $90,000  came 
from  this  territory,  $45,000  being  sent  to  the 
national  foundation  for  research  and  emer- 
gency work,  and  $45,000  returned  to  the 
counties  in  which  it  originated. 

While  the  Missouri-Kansas  area  was 
singularly  free  from  polio  during  the  last 
year,  there  were  some  isolated  cases,  and 
in  every  instance  the  money  raised  by  thea- 
tres was  used  to  good  account.  The  un- 
used funds  remain  in  the  hands  of  local 
treasurers  as  a hole  card  against  the  future 
and  will  be  further  added  to  in  the  1945 
campaign. 

Little  Urging  Needed 

E.  C.  Rhoden,  chairman  of  the  campaign 
for  Kansas  and  the  western  half  of  Missouri, 
has  already  received  pledges  from  212  circuit 
theatres  in  the  territory  and  149  independent 
theatres.  The  latter  list  is  not  yet  complete 
and  the  pledges  are  still  rolling  in. 

“This  is  one  campaign  in  which  theatre 
men  need  little  urging  to  participate,”  Chair- 
man Rhoden  said  last  week.  “I  am  not  con- 
cerned about  the  fact  that  on  January  1 our 
pledges  were  not  up  to  last  year’s  total.  I 
know  the  failure  to  receive  pledges  from 
many  of  the  theatres  is  simply  an  oversight 
and  that  a second  call,  going  out  this  week 
will  bring  in  more  than  ever  before.  In- 
fantile paralysis  is  an  ever-present  menace, 
and  until  its  causes  have  been  discovered 
and  eradicated,  the  need  for  helping  its  vic- 
tims provides  the  motion  picture  industry 
with  the  most  worth-while  project  theatre 
men  have  ever  supported.” 

Outstanding  among  local  projects  for 
treating  polio  victims  is  the  work  being  done 
by  the  Jackson  County  chapter  here,  whose 
chairman  is  James  J.  Rick,  a Kansas  City 
banker.  The  chief  source  of  income  for  the 
chapter’s  work  is  the  theatre  March  of  Dimes 
campaign,  which  in  1944  turned  over  more 
than  $12,000  as  the  county’s  share  of  the 
collections  in  Jackson  County  theatres. 


methods,  which  these  nurses  are  now  using 
in  Kansas  City. 

Many  individual  cases  have  been  handled 
by  the  chapter,  including  hospitalization  and 
care  of  victims  in  needy  circumstances. 

One  of  the  most  constructive  things  the 
Jackson  County  chapter  has  done  is  in  the 
wide  distribution  of  a pamphlet,  entitled  “If 
Polio  Strikes,”  which  served  not  only  to  give 
people  concise  information  about  the  dis- 
ease but  also  has  served  to  disabuse  the 
public  mind  of  a lot  of  misinformation,  par- 
ticularly the  unfounded  belief  that  one  should 
avoid  crowds  during  the  season  when  polio  is 
likely  to  strike. 

Rick,  who  looks  to  the  motion  picture 
theatres  of  the  Kansas  City  area  to  keep  his 
fine  project  going,  is  particularly  anxious  that 
other  communities  become  fully  aware  of 
what  his  chapter  is  doing  and  will  be  glad 
to  answer  inquiries  or  forward  information. 

Theatre  men  should  bear  this  in  mind.  He 
may  be  addressed  as  follows:  James  J.  Rick, 
chairman,  Jackson  County  Infantile  Insti- 
tute, Union  National  Bank,  Ninth  and  Wal- 
nut, Kansas  City  6,  Mo. 

Trucg  Named  WAC 
Distributor  Head 

KANSAS  CITY  — The  board  of  directors 
ists  branch  manager,  has  been  appointed 
distributor  chairman  of  the  WAC  for  this 
territory.  He  succeeds  Jack  Langan,  man- 
ager of  Universal. 


Kansas  City  Filmrow  Lays 
Plans  for  Collections 

KANSAS  CITY  — Bill  Truog,  newly  ap- 
pointed WAC  distributor  chairman  in  1945, 
is  again  chairman  of  March  of  Dimes  col- 
lections on  Filmrow. 

This  week  all  branch  managers  met  in  the 
Paramount  screening  room  to  outline  a plan 
of  collections. 

The  new  Greer  Garson  trailer,  “The  Miracle 
of  Hickory,”  will  be  screened  for  all  Filmrow 
people  prior  to  the  opening  date  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  a thorough  canvass  of  each  ex- 
change will  be  made. 

Filmrow  workers  contributed  more  than  $900 
to  the  campaign  last  year. 


Clinic  in  Kansas  City 

This  money,  and  the  assurance  that  the 
motion  picture  industry  could  be  depended 
upon  to  replenish  the  fund  each  year,  was 
responsible  for  the  Jackson  County’s  deci- 
sion to  open  an  infantile  paralysis  clinic  at 
4542  Main  St.  and  to  put  a trained  tech- 
nician in  the  Kenney  method  of  treatment 
in  charge  on  a full-time  basis.  Posthospital 
cases  are  given  treatments  at  the  institute 
without  charge,  and  the  technician  also  in- 
structs members  of  families  of  victims  in  the 
Kenney  method  of  applying  heat  packs  and 
in  the  program  of  muscular  re-education. 

Trained  technicians  paid  by  the  chapter 
also  gave  205  treatments  at  Kansas  City 
hospitals  during  the  last  year.  The  chapter 
also  pays  for  the  services  of  a full-time 
technician  at  the  De  Lano  School  for  Crip- 
pled Children.  In  addition  the  chapter  oper- 
ates buses  to  take  polio  victims  to  and  from 
school  at  no  cost  to  the  school  board  or 
parents. 

Nurses  Use  Kenney  System 

Last  year,  the  Jackson  County  chapter 
paid  the  expenses  of  six  nurses  to  the  Ken- 
ney Institute  in  Minneapolis  to  learn  its 


Theatre  Owner,  Directors 
Would  Aid  Code  Vote 

KANSAS  CITY  — The  board  of  directors 
of  the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatre  Owners 
Ass’n,  met  here  January  9.  Tom  Edwards, 
president,  was  appointed  to  make  contact 
with  the  chairman  of  the  state  committee 
that  is  promoting  interest  in  the  proposed 
new  constitution  for  Missouri  and  suggest 
that  if  a trailer  is  made,  it  could  be  used  in 
most  of  the  theatres  in  western  Missouri, 
the  territory  of  the  association’s  Missouri 
membership. 

The  adoption  of  a new  constitution  will 
come  before  the  public  for  vote  on  Febru- 
ary 27. 


v/r  m jack  pot  wm- 

WAHOO 

/I m*  4 tea  l tfut&U  Sou***  Qojhs 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

331  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 


"Canteen"  Reverses 
Des  Moines  Slump 

DES  MOINES — For  the  first  time  since 
before  Thanksgiving,  a Des  Moines  theatre 
drew  in  crowds  of  far  above  par  proportions. 
The  picture  was  “Hollywood  Canteen,”  show- 
ing at  the  Orpheum.  Manager  Walter  Ahrens 
announced  the  show  would  be  held  over  a 
second  week.  The  Orpheum  chalked  up  an- 
other first — showing  a single  feature  in  de- 
parture from  an  almost  invariable  double  bill 
custom.  Over  the  weekend,  Ahrens  got  out 
the  SRO  sign,  as  patrons  lined  up  three  deep 
for  over  a block,  waiting  to  buy  tickets. 
Many  of  the  customers  included  service  men 
and  Wacs  from  Ft.  Des  Moines  army  post. 

In  general  theatre  attendance  during  the 
last  few  months  of  1944  was  low  in  Des 
Moines.  This  was  despite  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  widely  acclaimed  pictures  were 
showing  in  the  downtown  A houses.  At  the 
other  theatres  last  week  attendance  failed 
to  show  improvement.  Both  the  Des  Moines, 
showing  “The  Very  Thought  of  You,”  and  the 
Paramount  with  “Abroad  With  Two  Yanks,” 
had  below  average  crowds. 


(Average  is  100) 

Des  Moines — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB) 95 

Orpheum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB)  160 

Faramount — Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA); 

San  Diego,  I Love  You  (Univ) 95 


"Tokyo"  Turns  in  Smart  Business 
Despite  Minneapolis  Cold 

MINNEAPOLIS — Despite  sub-zero  temp- 
erature and  the  normal  postholiday  box- 
office  dropoff,  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
did  smash  business  at  the  State  and  other 
attractions  also  held  up  well.  There  were 
four  holdovers:  “Since  You  Went  Away,” 
still  rolling  nicely  in  its  fifth  week  down- 
town; “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,”  hold- 
ing up  splendidly  for  three  weeks  in  the 
loop,  and  “Frenchman’s  Creek,”  also  a big 
grosser,  and  “Man  in  Half  Moon  Street,”  in 
their  second  weeks. 

Aster — Pack  Up  Your  Troubles  (M-G-M),  reissue; 


Unwritten  Code  (Col)  100 

Century — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  5th  wk 140 

Gopher — In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (20th-Fox) 110 

Lyric — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (Para), 

3rd  wk 125 

Orpheum — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para).- 115 

Radio  City — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M). 175 


World — Man  in  Half-Moon  Street  (Par a),  2nd  wk  .100 


Omaha  Boxoffices  Get  Hot 
Despite  Cold  Blizzard 

OMAHA — With  a blizzard  setting  in  last 
week,  the  best  natured  men  in  town  were 
the  theatre  operators.  Their  boxoffice  totals 
were  hotter  than  they  have  been  in  months. 
The  Orpheum,  ushering  in  a new  stage  show 
season,  boomed  to  185  per  cent  by  featuring 
Johnny  Long’s  band  on  the  stage  and  “Caro- 
lina Blues”  on  the  screen.  The  Paramount 
batted  almost  as  high  with  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo.”  The  Brandeis  bounced  out  of 
a slump  in  a bill  that  didn’t  start  until 
Saturday. 

The  storm  closed  schools  Monday,  aiding 
matinee  business  at  downtown  houses. 


Brandeis — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO);  Minstrel 

Man  (PRC)  - 130 

Omaha — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  d.  t.  wk  .100 
Orpheum — Carolina  Blues  (Col),  plus  Johnny 

Long's  band  on  stage  --.185 

Paramount — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M). .175 
State — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep);  Grissley's 

Millions  (Rep)  125 

Town — Fuzzy  Settles  Down  (PRC);  Pearl  of  Death 
(Univ);  Follow  the  Boys  (Univ),  split  with 
Gypsy  Wildcat  (Univ);  Three  Little  Sisters 
(Rep),  Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) 125 


“Victory"  Continues  to  Draw  Big 
Crowds  at  Three  K.  C.  Houses 

KANSAS  CITY — “Winged  Victory”  at  the 
Esquire,  Uptown  and  Fairway  continued  to 
draw  big  crowds  and  to  add  up  high  box- 
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office  scores  in  its  second  week.  “And  Now 
Tomorrow”  held  for  a second  week  at  the 
Newman  and  had  consistently  good  crowds 
and  an  excellent  weekend.  The  Midland, 
with  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  also  a 
holdover,  drew  well  and  scored  a more  than 
satisfactory  total  at  the  front  door.  “Experi- 
ment Perilous”  and  “Girl  Rush,”  running 
into  a second  week,  held  above  average  at 
the  Orpheum,  though  results  weren’t  quite  as 
high  as  hoped  for.  At  the  Tower,  “Firebrands 
of  Arizona,”  “Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe”  and  a 
colorful  stage  show  did  well,  and  kept  the 
cash  register  humming.  Unpleasant  weather 
and  the  after-holiday  letdown  no  doubt  ac- 
counted for  the  lack  of  excitement  in  this 
week’s  totals. 


Esquire,  Uptown  and  Fairway — Winged 

Victory  (20th-Fox)  150 

Midland — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 145 

Newman — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  2nd  wk 140 

Orpheum — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO);  Girl 

Rush  (RKO),  2nd  wk 120 

Tower — Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep); 

Firebrands  of  Arizona  (Rep) 110 


War  Labor  Edict  Hits 
Theatres  at  Omaha 

OMAHA — This  city’s  theatre  men  had  one 
eye  on  the  boxoffices  this  week,  the  other 
on  the  manpower  situation.  As  if  the  na- 
tional manpower  stir  wasn’t  enough  to  keep 
their  thoughts  reeling,  the  area  director 
stepped  into  to  issue  two  drastic  orders,  the 
strongest  yet  to  hit  this  area. 

Director  William  Parkinson’s  orders,  ef- 
fective last  Friday,  put  the  pinch  on  the 
theatre  along  with  other  so-called  nonessen- 
tial businesses  in  the  city. 

The  first  decreed  a ten-day  embargo  on 
the  hiring  of  all  male  workers  in  the  area  in 
an  attempt  to  channel  them  into  essential 
industries,  said  to  be  behind  on  munition  and 
other  high-priority  schedules. 

The  second  cuts  back  the  employment  ceil- 
ings of  all  nonessential  firms  from  100  to 
90  per  cent  of  the  number  of  employes  they 
had  on  June  30,  1944.  No  businesses  in  the 
nonessential  classes  may  hire  any  additional 
employes  until  their  employment  total  drops 
below  the  90  per  cent  mark.  For  most  busi- 
nesses that  will  be  a matter  of  months. 

To  theatres  it  means  no  new  employes  for 
some  time  and  the  prospect  that  some  males 
may  be  driven  into  other  industries.  Only 
veterans  of  World  War  II  are  exempt  from 
the  orders. 


Depinet  Meeting  Draws 
Des  Moines  RKO  Staff 

DES  MOINES — Attending  a district  meet- 
ing in  St.  Louis  last  week  were  the  following 
men  from  the  RKO  exchange  here: 

Lou  Ellman,  branch  manager;  Ross  Bluck, 
booker;  William  “Benny”  Benjamin,  William 
“Butch”  DeFrenne,  and  Bill  Fultz,  salesman, 
and  Eddie  Holland,  publicity  man. 

The  meeting  opened  the  1945  Ned  Depinet 
drive  which  will  run  until  May  10. 


Harry  Watts  in  Cafe 

OMAHA — Harry  Watts,  a veteran  of  34 
years  in  show  business  who  recently  lost 
his  lease  at  the  Muse  Theatre  here,  has 
opened  a new  eating  house  in  south  Omaha. 
The  official  name:  “Dunk  ’Em  Inn.”  After 
Watts  lost  the  lease  he  was  offered  six  the- 
atre jobs  within  an  hour,  but  turned  them 
down  because  he  did  not  want  to  leave  here. 


W.  Brown  to  Chicago 

MINNEAPOLIS— Wayne  Brown,  who  cov- 
ered southern  Minnesota,  has  been  trans- 
ferred by  Universal  to  the  Chicago  branch. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


priday  last  week  (5)  was  a big  day  for 
Monogram  here.  With  genial  Tom  Burke, 
branch  manager,  as  host,  it  held  an  invita- 
tional screening  of  “They  Shall  Have  Faith” 
at  the  Loring  Theatre  and  the  picture  had 
many  bouquets  tossed  at  it.  Following  the 
screening.  Monogram  had  a “happy  hour”  at 
the  Northwest  Variety  Club  where  the  drinks 
were  on  the  distributor.  Harry  Thomas, 
eastern  sales  manager,  was  on  hand  for  the 
occasion.  Steve  Broidy,  general  sales  man- 
ager, had  expected  to  be  here,  but  couldn’t 
quite  make  it. 

W.  A.  Steffes,  Northwest  Variety  Club  re- 
tiring chief  barker,  was  host  at  a luncheon 
to  his  retiring  board  of  directors.  As  a gift 
he  presented  each  with  a beautifully  framed 
picture  of  each  individual  member,  citing  the 
fact  that  under  its  leadership  the  club  in 
1944  raised  more  than  $100,000  for  charity. 
Steffes,  who  has  been  elected  to  the  new 
post  of  chief  barker  emeritus  in  recognition 
of  his  services,  has  left  for  Florida  where  he 
will  spend  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

All  exhibitors  are  invited  to  a special  invi- 
tational screening  of  “Tonight  and  Every 
Night”  by  Columbia  at  the  Granada  Theatre 
here  at  2:30  p.  m.,  January  15.  This  picture, 
starring  Rita  Hayworth,  Lee  Bowman,  Janet 
Blair  and  Marc  Platt,  is  said  to  be  outstand- 
ing. 

The  Star  Journal  gave  a large  front  page 
display  picture  and  story  to  Karen  X.  Gay- 
lord, 23-year-old  localite,  former  bank  em- 
ploye here,  who  now  is  en  route  to  Holly- 
wood after  spending  two  weeks  with  her  par- 
ents. She  was  Miss  Minnesota  in  the  At- 
lantic City  bathing  beauty  competition  and 
then  was  signed  as  a Conover  model.  Liberty 
picked  her  as  its  cover  girl  in  the  Columbia 
picture  of  the  same  name.  She  has  ap- 
peared in  several  other  Columbia  films  and 
her  last  picture  was  with  Danny  Kaye  in 
“Wonder  Man.” 

The  Orpheum  did  tremendous  business  with 
Frankie  Carle’s  orchestra  and  now  Manager 
Bill  Sears  has  four  other  big  bands  coming 
in,  Johnny  Long,  Spike  Jones,  Henry  Busse 
and  Cab  Calloway  . . . Ted  Bolnick,  long  an 
ace  man  with  the  Welworth  circuit  who  re- 
signed as  LaCrosse,  Wis.,  city  manager  to 
move  to  Los  Angeles  writes:  “Have  seen  a 
lot  of  people  who  have  been  very  nice  to  me 
and  have  had  a swell  vacation.  Am  now 
going  to  try  to  get  into  action  again.  The 
theatres  I’ve  looked  at  for  sale  are  held  at 
greatly  inflated  prices  and  the  brokers  are 
just  looking  for  sucker  money  from  the  east. 
One  good  deal  is  up  for  my  consideration 
now,  but  I don’t  know  what  I’ll  do  yet.” 

Ray  Wylie,  long  one  of  United  Artists’  most 
popular  salesmen  here,  came  through  with 
his  usual  novel  holiday  greeting  cards.  Leave 
it  to  Ray  to  think  up  unusual  and  attractive 
doodads  like  this.  He’s  located  now  at  Syra- 
cuse, N.Y.  . . . Allan  Usher  and  Oscar  Mor- 
gan of  Paramount  were  here  to  address  a 
sales  meeting.  Usher  is  district  manager  and 
Morgan  short  sales  manager  . . . Bennie 
Berger,  independent  circuit  owner,  leaves  for 
a vacation  in  Mexico  and  California  this 
month.  His  wife  will  accompany  him. 

Charlie  Riesner,  M-G-M  director,  heard  of 
the  testimonial  dinner  for  W.  A.  Steffes,  re- 
tiring Northwest  Variety  Club  chief  barker, 
and  wrote  him  a letter  of  congratulation, 
recalling  that  they  used  to  attend  parochial 
school  together  here  and  saying,  “I  knew  all 
the  time  you’d  make  good.” 

M.  A.  Levy,  20th-Fox  district:  manager,  flew 
back  from  New  York  after  a sales  conference 


there  . . . “Frenchman’s  Creek”  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  been  held  over  for  a sec- 
ond week  in  three  Minnesota  cities,  Minne- 
apolis, St.  Paul  and  Duluth.  Ben  Blotcky, 
branch  manager,  is  expecting  a boxoffice 
“landslide”  when  “Here  Come  the  WAVES” 
hits  the  territory’s  theatres  . . . Ben  Katz, 
Universal  exploiteer,  was  up  from  Chicago  to 
help  sell  “Can’t  Help  Singing,”  which  is  cur- 
rent at  Radio  City  here. 

Extreme  cold,  with  the  temperature  drop- 
ping as  low  as  30  below  zero  in  parts  of  the 
state  and  toboganning  to  25  below  here  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday,  hurt  business  plenty  in  the 
territory. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  George  Schroeder,  Mountain  Lake; 
Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake;  Don  Buckley,  Red- 
wood Falls  (accompanied  by  the  wife  this 
time),  and  Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond  . . . 
Claude  Dickinson  now  is  covering  northern 
Minnesota  for  United  Artists  . . . Dorothy 
Duray,  recently  with  Universal,  has  succeed- 
ed Eva  Katzman  as  secretary  to  M.  A.  Levy, 
20th-Fox  district  manager.  The  latter  re- 
signed to  devote  herself  to  domestic  duties. 


Ruth  Donnelly  to  Mother  Role 

Ruth  Donnelly  has  been  inked  to  play  the 
mother  role  in  Paramount’s  “Too  Good  to  Be 
True.” 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 

“Where  Filmrow 
Friends  Meet" 

KHRKV’Q  PAFF  1202  Hi^h  st- 

nunni  o i>nrc  des  moines 


Harry  Savereide 

THE  MIDWEST  THEATRE  BROKER 

Theatre  Brokerage  Exclusively 
1850  Logan  Avenue,  Waterloo,  Iowa 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefiela 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GU.  2804  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 

Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

Tom  Edwards,  President 
Geo.  W.  Baker,  Sec.-Treas. 
128  W.  18th  St.— Harrison  4825 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  13,  1945 


83 


KANSAS  CITY 


John  A.  Muchmore,  who  disposed  of  his  third 
^ interest  in  the  PRC  franchise  holding 
company  to  Beverly  Miller,  entered  the  Bell 
Memorial  Hospital  for  an  operation  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jim  Presley,  from  Plattsburg  and 
Savannah,  Mo.,  were  on  the  Row,  reporting 
that  the  veteran  exhibitor,  M.  B.  Presley,  is 
continuing  to  enjoy  his  stay  in  Arkansas,  and 
is  getting  along  fine. 

Hall  Walsh,  Warners’  district  manager, 
came  in  from  St.  Louis  to  visit  the  Kansas 
City  branch. 

H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres  announces  that 
Eddy  Erickson  is  replacing  Virginia  Kelly 
as  second  booker.  Erickson  hasc  come  up 
through  the  ranks  in  the  Griffith  organi- 
zation. Originally  from  Osawatomie  where 
he  was  projectionist  at  the  Osawa  Theatre, 
he  advanced  as  a trouble  shooter  over  the 
circuit  booths.  His  latest  position  before 
joining  the  Griffith  home  office  staff  was 
as  house  manager  of  the  Kansan  Theatre, 
Parsons,  Kas. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Kelly  have  been 
transferred  to  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  where 
Captain  Kelly  is  attending  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral’s school  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston.  Kelly  is 
a former  Dickinson  manager  and  Mrs.  Kelly 
is  the  former  Virginia  Beurmann  of  the 
Griffith  booking  department. 

The  Griffith  circuit  reports  an  over-quota 
total  on  bond  sales  during  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  drive.  A blanket  pledge  has  been 
^Signed  for  the  entire  circuit  and  plans  are 
being  made  for  all-out  cooperation  in  the 
March  of  Dimes  drive. 

Recent  visitors  at  the  Griffith  Theatres 
offices  in  the  Congress  Bldg,  include  R.  I. 
Payne,  vice-president  of  the  R.  E.  Griffith 
circuit  in  Dallas,  and  B.  J.  McKenna  of 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  Oklahoma  City; 
Arthur  Turner,  city  manager  of  the  Grif- 
fith houses  in  Parsons,  Kas.;  Elmer  Mutsch- 
ler,  former  Griffith  manager  at  De  Soto; 
Earl  K.  Plumlee,  Springfield,  Mo.,  city  man- 
ager, and  Mrs.  Plumlee. 

Exhibitors  on  Filmrow:  Larry  Larson, 
Civic  and  Junior,  Webb  City,  Mo.;  Harley 
Freyer,  associated  with  Hugh  Gaedner  in 
the  Orpheum,  Carmar  and  Photosho,  Neosho, 
Mo.;  “Doc”  Cook,  Tivoli,  Maryville,  Mo.,  and 
Ray  Conrad,  Roxy,  Wichita,  Kas. 

Two  fires  damaging  motion  picture  thea- 
tres in  Kansas  were  reported  through  Film- 
row  channels.  The  Auditorium,  Tampa,  Kas., 
operated  by  James  R.  Moffit,  was  under- 
stood to  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  last 
Saturday  night  . . . The  Norwich,  Norwich, 
Kas.,  operated  by  Frank  J.  Wallace,  was  re- 
ported damaged  by  fire  Monday  evening. 

Recent  visitors  to  Filmrow  were:  Ray  Mus- 
selman,  Princess,  Lincoln,  Kas.;  Harry  Mus- 
grave,  Ritz,  Minneapolis,  and  Columbian, 
Wamego;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Richardson,  Strand, 
Mount  Vernon,  Mo.;  R.  F.  Fite  of  the  Fite, 
El  Dorado,  Kas.;  Louis  Sosna  of  the  Sosna, 
Moberly,  Mo.;  Roy  Jeanette,  Huntsville,  and 
Paul  Oetting,  Lyric,  Concordia,  Mo. 

Sol  Francis,  Monogram  district  manager, 
spent  a few  days  here  overlapping  the  visit 
of  Lon  T.  Fidler,  franchise  holder.  Fidler 
returned  to  Denver.  Francis  was  scheduled 
to  go  to  Oklahoma  City. 

R.  H.  Patt,  PRC  franchise  holder,  returned 
to  Kansas  City  January  7 from  Los  Angeles 
where  he  and  Mrs.  Patt  spent  the  holidays 
with  a daughter  and  a son.  Another  son 
is  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Tom  Edwards,  Ozark,  Eldon,  Mo.,  com- 


ments on  the  good  attendance  at  his  New 
Year’s  Eve  “Whoopee  Show.” 

Lieut.  Tom  Edwards  jr.,  son  of  the  owner 
of  the  Ozark,  Eldon,  who  was  promoted  re- 
cently in  England,  has  received  the  air  medal 
with  Oak  Leaf  Clusters. 

Many  exhibitors  in  this  area  report  busi- 
ness coming  back  again  since  the  first  week 
of  the  year  after  the  slump  caused  in  part 
by  the  severe  winter  weather  before  the  holi- 
days. Road  conditions  still  are  difficult  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  territory,  salesmen 
say. 


OMAHA 

Theatre  business  bounced  back  so  high  in 
Omaha  that  the  Orpheum  and  Para- 
mount, the  two  largest  houses  in  the  city, 
had  to  stop  selling  tickets  several  times  over 
the  weekend  . . . From  Sol  Solminski,  former 
Loup  City  exhibitor,  came  a card  to  the 
Quality  Theatre  Supply  Co.  The  card  pic- 
tured a Holland  scene,  Sol’s  latest  stopping 
place. 

M-G-M’s  sales  territories  in  the  area  re- 
ceived a shakeup  this  week  with  Fred  Thort- 
sen,  for  15  years  in  the  northern  Nebraska 
territory  moving  east  to  take  over  northern 
Iowa.  Carl  Nedley,  promoted  recently  to  Salt 
Lake  City  branch  manager,  had  handled  all 
of  Iowa.  Clarence  Blubaugh  will  take  the 
southern  half  of  Iowa,  relinquishing  his  sec- 
tor in  central  Nebraska  to  C.  L.  Connaught, 
the  latest  Metro  addition  here.  James  Mc- 
Cann will  cover  Fred’s  old  stamping  grounds. 

Monogram  stands  third  in  the  company’s 
drive  after  nine  weeks  . . . Betty  Rhodes,  who 
has  been  studying  dramatics  in  Cleveland 
since  September,  is  back  at  20th-Fox  in  the 
contract  department  . . . Raymond  Cooley, 
former  RKO  employe  and  son  of  Clyde,  20th- 
Fox  screening  room  operator,  was  home  on 
leave  for  the  holidays.  He  is  stationed  at 
Great  Lakes. 

Romance  budded  at  the  20th-Fox  Christ- 
mas party.  Guess  who?  . . . Hazel  Anderson, 
M-G-M  office  manager,  went  to  New  York 
for  a company  meeting.  Fellow  workers  re- 
port a diamond  on  Hazel’s  finger,  but  say 
she  won’t  tell  whose. 

Hazel  Dunn,  Valentine  exhibitor,  was  in 
the  city  and  while  here  she  added  a bottle 
of  bourbon  to  the  family  stock.  It  seems  she 
won  a bet  from  Adolph  Fell,  the  popcorn 
king  . . . John  G.  Kemptgen,  the  M-G-M 
branch  manager,  played  Santa  at  his  ex- 
change’s Christmas  party,  donning  the  proper 
attire  and  passing  out  gifts. 

Universal  screened  “Can’t  Help  Singing” 
Sunday  night  . . . Marian  Jordanson  spent 
the  weekend  at  Plattsmouth  . . . Another 
20th-Fox  employe,  Marion  Wallace,  went  to 
Fremont,  but  beat  the  card  she  mailed  back 
to  the  office  . . . Jim  McCann,  Metro  sales- 
man, visited  his  mother  in  Chicago  and  saw 
the  top  shows  there  during  the  holidays. 

Mrs.  Carl  White,  wife  of  the  owner  of 
Quality  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  was  home  Mon- 
day with  a cold.  Carl  jr.  was  home  from 
Boonville,  Mo.,  over  the  holidays  . . . Bess 
Perimeter  of  Metro  is  slated  for  vacation 
next  week  . . . The  nephew  of  Charles  Lorenz, 
M-G-M  shipper,  was  killed  in  an  accident 
last  week. 

The  Omaha  Theatre  will  have  the  road- 
show, “The  Mikado,”  here  February  7 . . . 
For  Mary  Lou  Wilson,  doing  the  vocals  with 
Johnny  Long’s  band,  the  band’s  appearance 
at  the  Orpheum  here  was  homecoming.  She 
was  “Miss  Nebraska”  of  several  years  ago 
. . . The  new  Tarkio  library,  designed  by 
the  Western  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  opened  sev- 
eral days  ago. 


DES  MOINES 


J^SS  has  two  auditors  from  New  York 
1 working  here  this  week,  Fred  Mailand  and 
Willard  Kohorn.  Kohorn  came  to  Des  Moines 
without  an  overcoat  and,  with  much  advice 
from  Lou  Patz  and  Oscar  Dizzen,  finally 
decided  the  zero  weather  was  too  much  to 
brave,  attired  only  in  his  lightweight  top- 
coat, so  he  will  return  to  New  York  with  a 
new  coat. 

New  biller  at  NSS  is  Florence  Witsic,  while 
Warners  has  a new  bookkeeper,  Ellen 
Schaumburg  . . . Don  Norton  is  back  at  his 
old  job  at  Warners  and  will  return  to  his 
former  territory,  southern  Iowa  . . . John 
Vallin,  traveling  auditor  now  at  Warners,  is 
quite  proud  of  his  five-week-old  daughter, 
Lana  Joy,  whose  pictures  show  her  to  be  an 
auburn-haired,  blue-eyed  beauty. 

Dorothy  Wiles  is  leaving  Warners  to  take 
a position  in  a real  estate  office  . . . Mar- 
jorie Kearn  took  a few  days  off  to  visit  a 
friend  in  Chicago  before  he  leaves  for  over- 
seas duty  . . . Friends  along  the  Row  were 
grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Edith  Mor- 
gan’s father.  Edith  is  an  inspector  for 
Warners  . . . Herman  Kauffman,  former 
shipper  at  Warners,  wrote  a letter  on  Christ- 
mas Day  from  Paris  . . . Don  Beal,  also  a 
former  shipper  at  Warners,  is  now  in  the 
Philippines. 

A letter  from  Norman  Holt,  former  Warner 
cashier,  says  that  he  is  still  in  England  with 
a hospital  unit  . . . And  Donnie  Snow  writes 
that  she  and  Pat  Crosland  are  now  technical 
sergeants,  still  stationed  at  Cherry  Point, 
N.  C.  . . . The  girls  at  Universal  are  agog  at 
Lou  Levy’s  new  yellow  bobby  socks  . . . Mable 
Magnusson  Universal  biller  was  ill  last  week 
. . . The  new  Film  Classics  office  last  week 
boasted  steam  heat  for  the  first  time  this 
winter.  Now  maybe  Martha  Pearce,  Larry 
Hensler  and  Julien  King  can  do  away  with 
their  little  kerosene  model. 

Merlyn  Wells,  former  assistant  shipper  at 
Paramount  now  in  the  coast  guard,  was 
home  on  leave  and  visited  old  friends  along 
the  Row.  It’s  a wonder  Johnny  Murano 
didn’t  put  him  to  work,  since  the  shipping 
department  is  a little  shorthanded  at  Para- 
mount! 

Harry  Hamburg  says  Jack  Kennedy  doesn’t 
have  anything  on  him!  Reading  in  BOXOF- 
FICE  of  the  Christmas  gifts  Kennedy  re- 
ceived from  his  M-G-M  employes,  Hamburg 
wishes  to  say  that  he  received  a nice  shirt 
and  tie  from  his  office  force  and  three  quarts 
of  that  hard-to-get  you  know  what! 

Betty  Phillipson,  Paramount  inspector,  was 
ill  last  week  with  tonsillitis  . . . Marie  Holds- 
worth’s  son,  Kenneth  Levy,  has  been  given 
a medical  discharge  from  the  air  corps  . . . 
Dora  Burr,  M-G-M  inspector,  and  Alfred 
Schinkel  were  married  recently  . . . Helen 
Hanson,  M-G-M  cashier,  is  happy  again  since 
her  dog  Butch,  who  was  missing  for  a week, 
returned  home. 

Josephine  Elder’s  husband  Chuck  was 
granted  a 15-day  extension  of  his  furlough. 
So  the  Elders  are  coming  back  to  Iowa  to 
spend  it  after  journeying  to  the  coast  to 
say  goodby!  . . . Madge  Ward  Clark  is  really 
beaming  these  days.  Not  only  did  her  boss, 
“A.  H.”  win  the  Tribune  Community  award, 
but  her  hubby  Larry  is  now  a corporal. 
Madge  says  she  couldn’t  be  more  proud  of 
him  if  he’d  been  raised  to  a captain!  Larry 
is  in  New  Guinea  and  has  been  transferred 
to  the  engineers. 

Kay  Kidwell  is  the  new  receptionist  for 
Central  States.  Kay  is  from  Scanton,  Iowa, 
and  her  husband  is  in  the  navy,  overseas. 
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Carrier  Plans  to  Cut 
Two  Trips  a Week 

PITTSBURGH — Exhibitors  Service  Co.  has 
plans  to  reduce  the  number  of  over-the-road 
trips  on  a schedule  which  would  eliminate 
two  trips  weekly.  The  film  carrier  organiza- 
tion claims  it  virtually  impossible  to  carry 
on  its  present  schedule  because  of  shortages 
in  trucks,  equipment  and  manpower. 

Distributor  representatives  are  holding 
meetings  here  in  an  endeavor  to  solve  the 
many  problems  facing  the  film  carrier  in- 
dustry. Several  years  ago,  before  the  ODT 
functioned,  local  distributors  and  film  truck- 
ers rearranged  schedules  which  saved  from 
20  to  25  per  cent  of  the  mileage,  and  later 
other  switches  saved  truckers  many  more 
miles. 

Observers  here  believe  that  at  least  one 
of  the  over-the-road  trips  made  by  Exhibi- 
tors Service  Co.  under  present  schedules  must 
be  eliminated,  while  the  film  carrier  states 
two  such  trips  must  be  cut  off  the  weekly 
schedule.  Trucks  of  all  film  carriers  have 
been  on  gas,  tire,  equipment  and  hour  sav- 
ing programs  for  several  years.  Equipments 
have  taken  “an  awful  beating”  during  the 
last  month  and  trucks  were  never  in  “worse 
condition.”  A record  snow,  rain  and  sleet 
blitzkrieg  crippled  all  transportation  in  the 
area.  In  addition  to  Exhibitors  Service  Co. 
the  over-the-road  carrier,  affiliated  with  the 
AFL  newspaper  delivery  drivers  union  No. 
211,  city  area  film  truckers  include  Shearer, 
Kally,  Tannenbaum  and  Cherkosly  service, 
affiliated  with  truckers  union  No.  249.  Grif- 
fith trucks  carry  the  Johnstown  film  and 
accessory  service. 

Two  Detroit  38  Veteran 
Members  Are  Stricken 

DETROIT— IATSE  Local  No.  38  has  lost 
two  of  its  veteran  members  by  death.  Leo 
Doe,  54,  a stagehand  in  Detroit  theatres  since 
1910,  died  after  a long  illness.  He  had  been 
at  the  Avenue  Theatre  for  many  years. 

Frank  J.  O’Connor,  48,  stagehand  at  the 
Downtown  Theatre,  died  January  1 following 
a heart  attack.  He  formerly  was  at  the 
Michigan  and  Regent,  as  well  as  other  De- 
troit houses.  A brother  survives. 

Joseph  J.  McClosky  Heads 
New  Kensington  Ass'n 

NEW  KENSINGTON,  PA.— The  theatrical 
Mutual  Ass’n  here  has  elected  the  following 
officers  for  1945: 

Joseph  J.  McClosky,  president;  Walter  Aus- 
tin, vice-president;  F.  P.  McCoy,  recording- 
corresponding  secretary;  John  M.  Phillips, 
treasurer;  B.  G.  Zamperini,  financial  sec- 
retary; W.  Bordonaro,  I.  E.  Fike  and  Joseph 
Mickelic,  trustees. 

George  Brinkman,  Grafton 
Veteran  Exhibitor,  Dies 

GRAFTON,  W.  VA. — George  Brinkman, 
veteran  exhibitor,  who  had  not  enjoyed  good 
health  for  a number  of  years,  died  here 
during  the  holiday  season.  His  wife,  who 
had  managed  the  Opera  House  for  many 
years,  continues  as  owner-proprietor. 


Mrs.  Ethel  Jose  Dies 

DETROIT — Mrs.  Ethel  S.  Jose,  40,  died 
January  3 after  a long  illness.  She  was  the 
wife  of  Wilbur  H.  Jose,  projectionist  at  the 
United  Artists  Theatre.  Her  husband  and 
one  son  survive. 


WAC  Chairman  Names 
Short  Subject  Dates 

CLEVELAND — Morrison  Orr,  WAC  dis- 
tributor chairman,  has  issued  the  following 
schedule  of  WAC  subject  releases: 

January  11 — Brought  Into  Action — No.  112 — 
ten  minutes — U.S.  navy.  Released  through 
United  Artists  exchange. 

January  18 — What’s  His  Name — No.  113 — 
eight  and  one-half  minutes — war  department. 
Released  through  20th-Fox  exchange. 

January  25 — Red  Cross  Short — March  of 
Time — No.  114 — approximately  nine  minutes. 
Released  through  RKO  exchange.  (Titled 
Seeing  Them  Through.) 

“Brought  Into  Action”  covers  the  sea  bat- 
tles in  the  Pacific  in  which  three  Japanese 
fleets  were  encountered  and  completely  or 
partially  destroyed.  Exclusive  captured  Japa- 
nese footage  shows  the  Japanese  admirals 
briefing  their  officers  prior  to  what  they 
hoped  would  be  a great  Japanese  victory. 

“What’s  His  Name”  is  an  official  war  de- 
partment report  which  actually  places  the 
soldier  on  the  fighting  front  in  relation  to 
the  war  worker  on  the  home  front.  Shows 
how  the  combination  of  the  fighter  and  the 
factory  worker  pulling  together  can  success- 
fully do  the  job  but  when  the  home  front 
fails  to  deliver  it  may  result  in  death  to  the 
foot  soldier. 

“Seeing  Them  Through,”  a Red  Cross  reel, 
dramatizes  the  Red  Cross  service  to  our 
armed  forces. 

Thanks  on  Bond  Drive 
By  WAC  Chairman 

CLEVELAND — Morrison  Orr,  United  Art- 
ist branch  manager  and  WAC  distributor 
chairman,  wants  to  express  to  the  theatre 
owners  of  northern  Ohio  his  appreciation  of 
“their  splendid  cooperation  in  making  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  drive  the  most  successful 
one  held  to  date.” 

“Without  the  constructive  help  of  the  ex- 
hibitors and  the  tremendous  effort  they 
exerted,  we  never  could  have  reached  the 
gratifying  results  we  did,”  Orr  said.  He 
also  expressed  thanks  to  the  salesmen,  the 
branch  managers  and  the  other  members  of 
the  exchanges  who  contributed  so  much  of 
their  time  and  energy  to  the  work  entailed. 

Results  of  the  Sixth  bond  drive  have  just 
been  announced.  They  were  103  bond  pre- 
mieres and  bond  auctions  in  the  northern 
Ohio  territory;  35  juvenile  bond  matinee  pre- 
mieres and  412  Free  Movie  Days.  In  the  Fifth 
bond  drive  there  were  80  premieres  and 
auctions,  292  Free  Movie  Days  and  no  chil- 
dren’s premieres. 


Allied  Group  Calls 
For  Dimes  Pledges 

PITTSBURGH — Exhibitors  who  have  not 
signed  and  returned  their  pledge  to  support 
the  annual  March  of  Dimes  drive  are  urged 
to  do  so  immediately  by  the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa. 
Allied  directors  devoted  considerable  time  to 
the  support  of  the  January  25-31  campaign 
at  a recent  meeting.  A bulletin,  containing 
information  on  the  drive  was  to  be  issued 
from  the  AMPTO  headquarters  this  week. 

Morris  Finkel,  AMPTO’s  new  president,  is 
in  charge  of  the  drive  for  independent  the- 
atres in  this  area,  and  he  is  very  interested 
in  having  100  per  cent  cooperation  from  ex- 
hibitors. 

For  the  distributors,  John  J.  Maloney, 
M-G-M  central  division  manager,  is  chair- 
man, and  his  assistant  is  Saal  Gottlieb, 
M-G-M  branch  manager,  who  is  heading  the 
Filmrow  collection  drive.  M.  A.  Silver,  War- 
ner circuit  zone  manager  and  WAC  co- 
chairman,  is  the  March  of  Dimes  drive  leader 
here.  Distributors  organized  for  the  infan- 
tile paralysis  fund  campaign  at  a recent 
meeting  in  the  Paramount  Bldg.  National 
Screen  Service  is  handling  trailers  and  ac- 
cessories for  the  campaign. 

Greer  Garson,  who  received  BOXOFFICE’s 
high  honor  award  plaque  as  1944’s  most  popu- 
lar screen  star  and  who  was  featured  in  last 
year’s  appeal  trailer  for  the  infantile  paraly- 
sis fund,  will  be  seen  again  in  the  1945 
March  of  Dimes  trailer.  AMPTO  urges  all 
exhibitors  to  run  this  short  appeal  film  at 
each  performance  during  the  drive  and  to 
make  audience  collections  after  each  showing. 

Ted  Tolley  Re-Elected  Bll 
President  for  Fifth  Term 

PITTSBURGH— Ted  Tolley,  M-G-M’s  vet- 
eran shipping  chief,  was  named  to  serve  his 
fifth  term  as  president  of  the  IATSE  Film- 
row  Employes  Local  Bll  at  the  annual  elec- 
tion held  in  the  Pittsburgher  Hotel  January 
3.  Other  officers:  Sarah  Kells,  RKO,  vice- 
president,  to  serve  a fourth  term;  El  wood 
Ohleger,  20th-Fox,  business  agent,  for  his 
second  term;  Mildred  Kindlin,  Warners,  sec- 
retary, fourth  consecutive  year,  and  Alfie 
Kuhn,  Warners,  treasurer,  for  a third  term. 

Navy  Film  on  Leyte 
Is  Ready  for  Release 

CINCINNATI  — Harris  Dudelson,  United 
Artists  manager,  announced  the  release  of 
“Brought  to  Action,”  an  18-minute  short  pro- 
duced by  the  navy  department.  The  reel  is 
a photographic  account  of  the  battle  of 
Leyte.  It  is  free  to  all  exhibitors. 


No  Dark  Houses  in  Cleveland  Area 


CLEVELAND — The  show  went  on  in  every 
theatre  in  this  territory  during  the  recent 
blizzard  regardless  of  the  fact  that  heavy 
snows  impeded  the  roads,  the  express  com- 
pany refused  to  make  pickups  and  trains 
were  all  the  way  from  two  to  seven  hours 
late. 

P.  L.  Tanner,  who  operated  Film  Transit 
Co.,  reports  that  the  roads  were  tough  but 
the  drivers  stuck  to  their  posts  and  made 
their  deliveries.  The  trips  took  twice  their 
regular  running  time  but  every  scheduled 
delivery  was  made. 

Louis  Gross  of  City  Messenger  Service  says 
his  men  covered  their  entire  routes.  They 
were  late  arriving  some  places,  but  they  made 
it  without  accident. 

It  is  reported  that  Theatre  Transport  in 


Toledo  had  some  difficulty  and  one  of  their 
trucks  was  stuck  in  Woodsville  for  two  days. 

Warner  Theatres  solved  its  difficulty  in 
many  instances  by  holding  over  the  show. 
Attendance  was  slight,  anyhow,  and  the  hold- 
over worked  no  hardships. 

The  local  express  company  handled  only 
essential  commodities  on  Tuesday,  the  first 
day  of  the  heavy  snowfall.  The  following 
day,  although  they  made  no  pickups  at  the 
film  exchanges,  they  accepted  film  for  ship- 
ment when  brought  down  to  its  office.  By 
Wednesday,  although  the  weather  had  not 
moderated,  the  main  highways  were  suf- 
ficiently clear  to  permit  truck  travel  and 
regular  pickups  were  resumed. 

Everybody  worked  long  hours,  and  there 
was  a lot  of  worrying,  but  there  were  no 
dark  houses. 
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H special  holiday  greeting  with  a picture  of 
a Buddhist  pagoda  has  been  received  here 
from  Cpl.  John  Kallstein,  former  Republic 
booker,  who  writes  that  he  was  on  furlough 
recently  in  Calcutta  and  has  returned  to  his 
station  in  Burma.  As  a member  of  the  18th 
special  service  company,  APO  689,  New  York, 
Kallstein  is  publishing  a daily  two-page 
mimeographed  paper,  which  he  says  “isn’t 
much,  but  it  keeps  the  boys  stuck  out  in  the 
jungle  in  a little  contact  with  what  goes  on 
in  the  outside  world.’’ 

Cpl.  Martin  Rothenstein,  former  Cambridge 
Springs  theatre  manager,  has  received  an 
honorable  discharge  from  the  army  . . . RKO 
is  changing  its  tradeshowing  policy  and  in- 
stead of  screening  in  mornings  and  afternoons 
the  company  will  present  afternoon  screen- 
ings. On  Tuesday,  February  13,  at  1 p.  m„ 
“What  a Blonde”  and  “Enchanted  Cottage” 
will  be  offered;  at  the  same  hour  the  follow- 
ing day  RKO  will  tradeshow  “Betrayal  From 
the  East”  and  “Having  a Wonderful  Crime.” 
“Pan-Americana”  will  flash  on  the  screen  the 
following  afternoon,  all  showings  being  sched- 
uled at  20th-Fox. 

Mary  Civitarese,  who  has  managed  the 
Strand,  Pitcairn,  for  several  years,  continues 
her  work  as  a nurse’s  aide  at  a local  hospital. 
On  a recent  visit  to  Filmrow  she  said  her 
cousin,  Cpl.  Guido  D.  Ricci,  whom  she  suc- 
ceeded as  theatre  manager,  is  stationed  at  Ft. 
Knox,  Ky.,  where  he  is  a mamber  of  the  87th 
band  headquarters  company  . . . Charlie 
Szewczyk,  Boswell  exhibitor,  reports  that  his 
brother,  Eddie,  is  on  the  fighting  front  in 
Germany. 

Leo  Isaacs,  Columbia  salesman,  reports 
that  he  enjoyed  his  holiday  vacation  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter  and  son-in-law  at 
Hagerstown  . . . Gene  Coen,  M-G-M  sales 
representative,  went  home  to  Brooklyn  for 
the  holidays.  He  was  present  for  his  father’s 
75th  birthday  anniversary  . . . Bob  Kay,  West 
Virginia  salesman  for  M-G-M,  vacationed  in 
New  York,  Utica  and  Troy. 

Rudolph  Covi,  Herminie  exhibitor,  and  Miss 
Evelyn  Asquini  of  Brentwood,  were  married 
December  9 at  Brentwood  . . . Pvt.  Ken 
Weiland  of  the  AAF,  a son  of  A1  Weiland, 
Coraopolis  exhibitor,  was  here  on  furlough 
from  his  base  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  . . . Florence 
Fisher  Parry,  Press  columnist,  is  a grandma, 
a son  having  been  born  to  Maj.  and  Mrs. 
Ronald  Heide.  Mrs.  Heide,  the  former  Flor- 
ence Parry,  served  as  public  relations  direc- 
tor for  the  Playhouse  before  her  marriage. 

Syd  Lehman,  Republic  manager,  was  in 
New  York  this  week  attending  a mid-season 
sales  meeting.  Mrs.  Lehman  and  the  two 
children  also  were  in  New  York  visiting  their 
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folks  . . . Here’s  a happy  New  Year’s  greet- 
ing to  all  on  Filmrow  from  the  former  20th- 
Fox  shipper,  Pvt.  Irving  S.  Stein,  stationed 
at  the  army  air  base  at  Grand  Island,  Neb. 

Miss  Selma  Winograd,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Emil  Winograd,  and  Reuben  Cohen, 
were  married  November  25,  it  was  announced 
recently.  The  father  of  the  bride  is  a brother 
and  partner  of  Mike  Winograd,  showman  of 
Rochester,  Pa. 

Frank  Marino,  formerly  a Universal  ship- 
per, has  joined  Monogram  as  shipper,  suc- 
ceeding Albert  Dauenheimer,  discharged 
naval  hero  of  Southwest  Pacific  Campaigns 
whose  “legs  gave  out”  and  who  resigned  last 
week  . . . Lieut.  Bill  Zeilor,  Romney,  W.  Va., 
redhead  and  former  manager  of  the  J.  P. 
Harris,  has  received  the  Bronze  Star  in  ac- 
tion in  Germany  . . . Johnny  Harris  is  in 
Los  Angeles.  He  accompanied  his  son  there 
to  his  military  academy  after  having  him 
here  for  the  holidays. 

John  McNulty,  Press  critic  a decade  ago, 
reported  to  Hollywood  several  weeks  ago  un- 
der Paramount  contract.  He  is  doing  the 
treatment  on  “O’Halloran’s  Luck”  for  Frank 
Butler  . . . Michael  Halm,  Wheeling  exhibitor, 
was  in  New  York  recently  on  business  . . . 
Harriet  Malamud  has  resigned  booking  duties 
at  M-G-M  and  is  resuming  her  professional 
dancing  career. 

Jimmy  Durante  “killed”  a trade  audience 
at  a screening  of  “Music  for  Millions”  in 
M-G-M’s  Little  Theatre,  and  the  same  audi- 
ence was  enchanted  by  Jose  Iturbi’s  rendition 
of  Dvorak,  DeBussy,  Grieg,  Tschaikovsky, 
Liszt,  Chopin  and  Handel  compositions. 

Fred  Barker  phoned  from  South  Fork  to 
report  a great  success  for  the  war  bond  pre- 
miere of  “Atlantic  City”  at  the  Rivoli  where 
785  persons  purchased  E bonds  . . . Recently 
a line  or  two  was  dropped  in  our  mechanical 
department  and  as  published  Jack  “Soxie” 
Cohen,  National  Screen  executive,  was  ex- 
pected here  to  pinch-hit  for  Herman  Beiers- 
dorf,  20th-Fox  manager,  who  was  vacationing 
in  New  York.  Cohen  was  to  come  here  to 
substitute  for  Perry  Nathan. 

Morris  Finkel,  AMPTO  president,  wears  a 
Red  Cross  donor  button  with  a red  ribbon, 
showing  that  he  has  contributed  at  least 
eight  pints  of  blood  to  the  blood  bank  . . . 
Bill  Nesbitt,  PRC  officer  manager,  is  back 
on  the  job  after  being  ill  at  home  for  two 
weeks  . . . Dom  Mungello,  Burgettstown  ex- 
hibitor, is  expected  to  be  in  uniform  at 
an  early  date  . . . Fred  J.  Herrington,  AMPTO 
secretary,  was  absent  from  the  office  one 
day  last  week  due  to  illness. 

Sam  Fineberg,  Monogram  manager,  has  re- 
ceived another  letter  from  his  brother,  Pvt. 
Joseph  Fineberg,  who  is  hospitalized  in 
France  . . . Peter  Dana,  Universal  mana- 
ger, has  been  appointed  local  WAC  distributor 
chairman  for  1945  . . . Harry  Long,  former 
manager  of  Loew’s  Penn,  is  joining  Co-op 
here  in  an  executive  capacity  . . . Abe  Wei- 
ner, UA  manager  here  several  years  ago,  has 
joined  Republic  as  sales  manager  at  Boston. 

Helen  Klingensmith,  formerly  of  the  local 
Republic  office,  is  now  the  receptionist  at 
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the  Columbia  Hospital  . . . Lew  Lefton,  PRC 
manager,  was  expecting  a visit  from  Sidney 
S.  Kulick,  eastern  district  manager,  this 
week  ...  So  many  of  the  “gang”  are  ab- 
senting themselves  from  Filmrow  these  days 
that  there  are  afternoons  when  there  aren’t 
enough  fellows  around  to  start  a card  game 
. . . First  two  here  to  report  our  cover- 
calendar’s  Thanksgiving  date  incorrect  were 
Fred  Solomon,  American  Poster  Supply  pro- 
prietor, and  A.  W.  Alexander,  Altec  engineer 
...  A new  BOXOFFICE  subscriber  is  Louis 
Kaufman,  who  has  entered  exhibition  at  the 
Metropolitan  in  the  Bloomfield  district  and 
who  has  joined  Pennsylvania  Enterprises, 
Inc.  Dave  Leff,  former  Met  proprietor,  is 
vacationing  and  he  has  no  announced  plans 
for  the  future. 

Mrs.  Harry  Alpern,  wife  of  the  owner  of 
the  film  exchange  building  at  1709  Boulevard 
of  the  Allies,  is  ill  and  hospitalized  . . . 
Franchot  Tone  and  Jane  Wyatt  open  here 
at  the  Nixon  January  15  in  a new  comedy, 
“Hope  for  the  Best.”  “Chicken  Every  Sun- 
day,” with  Sidney  Blackmer  and  Lois  Wil- 
son, was  offered  during  the  current  week  . . . 
AMPTO  directors  met  at  the  headquarters 
January  5 and  the  next  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  February  2. 

Harry  Hendel  of  the  New  Granada  is  back 
on  the  job  after  an  illness  of  several  weeks 
. . . Art  Greenblatt,  Monogram’s  district  man- 
ager, was  here  for  several  days  . . . Harry 
Finley,  manager  of  R.  Allison’s  Hollywood, 
Johnstown,  has  returned  to  a war  job  ...  A 
new  employe  at  the  RKO  office  is  Josephine 
Anderson  . . . Miss  Ruth  Betts,  manager  of 
Warners’  Ritz,  New  Kensington,  has  returned 
to  her  post  after  being  ill  with  tonsilitis  . . . 
Sam  Steinberg,  theatre  equipment  distributor, 
who  had  been  ill  and  hospitalized  several 
times  recently,  is  in  Florida  for  a rest. 

Mrs.  Jean  Dudelson  Lefko 
Buried  at  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH — Mrs.  Jean  Dudelson  Lefko, 
wife  of  George  Lefko,  former  local  RKO  man- 
ager and  now  with  Warners  at  Chicago,  died 
December  28  in  Chicago  after  a long  illness. 
Services  were  held  here  with  interment  at 
West  View  Cemetery.  Surviving  are  her  hus- 
band, two  daughters,  Mrs.  Leonard  Wolk  and 
Mrs.  Philip  Wimmer  of  Pittsburgh;  three 
sisters,  Mrs.  Mary  Bader,  Cleveland;  Mrs. 
Anna  Bronsten,  Chicago;  Mrs.  Ida  Epstern, 
New  Bedford,  Mass.;  two  brothers,  Moe  Du- 
delson, Detroit,  and  Harris  Dudelson,  Cin- 
cinnati. George  Lefko’s  brother,  Morris  E. 
Lefko,  is  Pittsburgh’s  RKO  manager. 

Pitt  Filmrow  Local  Fll 
Elects  Bill  Brooks 

PITTSBURGH — Filmrow  Employes  local 
Fll  named  Bill  Brooks,  Paramount,  presi- 
dent, at  the  annual  election  held  January  4 
in  the  Pittsburgher  Hotel.  Orlando  “Slam” 
Boyle,  20th-Fox,  was  re-elected  business 
agent.  Other  officers  named:  Peg  O’Con- 
nell, Paramount,  vice-president;  Eleanor 
Manz,  Paramount,  secretary,  and  Helen  Re- 
gal, Warners,  treasurer. 

Lieut.  James  Ryan  Killed; 
Dies  in  a Plane  Crash 

CINCINNATI — Lieut.  James  Ryan,  former 
manager  of  the  RKO  Capitol,  was  killed  in 
a plane  accident  in  Pennsylvania. 


Metro  Buys  Sketch,  “Sleep  It  Off" 

Metro  has  purchased  a sketch,  “Sleep  It 
Off,”  by  Irving  Brecher  and  Nat  Perrin  to 
be  included  in  a forthcoming  feature  comedy. 
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Thomas  D.  Moule  Ends 
Long  Delroii  Career 

DETROIT — Thomas  D.  Moule,  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Detroit  film  industry 
for  35  years,  is  retiring  from  activity  here 
and  will  move  to  California  about  the  middle 
of  January.  He  has  not  determined  where 
he  will  settle  but  he  will  probably  make  a 
new  business  connection  there. 

Moule  started  his  show  business  career 
here  in  1909  as  manager  of  the  old  Princess 
Theatre  on  lower  Woodward  Ave.,  then  run- 
ning as  a nickelodeon,  and  the  Comique 
Theatre  on  Pingree  Square,  which  ran  vaude- 
ville and  a couple  of  reels  of  films.  He  was 
with  that  show  for  about  two  years  and  left 
to  go  to  New  York  as  assistant  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  old  Kinema  Color  Co.,  the  first 
company  to  use  color  process  in  motion  pic- 
tures. 

He  returned  to  Detroit  in  1913  with  the 
growing  circuit  which  became  the  King- 
Trendle  organization,  in  various  managerial 
and  executive  capacities,  remaining  when  the 
organization  was  taken  over  by  Publix  The- 
atres. He  resigned  in  1934  to  go  into  busi- 
ness for  himself.  He  took  over  the  Plaza  at 
that  time,  and  a little  later  formed  a part- 
nership with  David  Newman,  which  operated 
the  Jefferson,  Priscilla,  Sheridan,  Oliver, 
Chandler,  and  other  theatres. 

He  has  disposed  of  his  interests  to  Newman 
who  will  continue  to  operate  the  circuit. 

In  leaving  Detroit  Moule  expressed  strong 
appreciation  of  the  many  friendships  he  has 
formed  over  more  than  a third  of  a century. 
He  has  long  been  one  of  Filmrow’s  univer- 
sally respected  figures. 

Pennsylvania  Enterprises 
Adds  Several  Clients 

PITTSBURGH  — Among  new  accounts  of 
Pennsylvania  Enterprises,  Inc.,  film  buying 
and  booking  combine,  are  Oliver  A.  Kihchel, 
Princess,  Jeannette;  Peter  Antonoplos,  Rivoli, 
East  Pittsburgh,  and  Olympic,  Turtle  Creek; 
N.  A.  Malanos,  Frederick,  East  Pittsburgh, 
and  Urban,  East  McKeesport;  Ted  Perrine, 
Penn-Lake  and  Sandy  Lake;  John  Perry, 
Ritz,  Belle  Vernon;  A.  W.  McCormick,  New 
Beaver,  Beaver;  Clyde  Hodder,  Leona, 
Homestead;  Louis  Kaufman,  Metropolitan 
(Bloomfield),  Pittsburgh. 

Other  theatres  have  enrolled  recently  and 
they  will  be  announced  when  PEI  takes 
them  on  for  service.  Bryan  D.  “Buck”  Stoner, 
who  has  charge  of  all  film  licensing  deals, 
was  back  at  his  PEI  office  in  the  Law  and 
Finance  Bldg,  this  week,  after  being  absent 
for  two  weeks  on  business  trips  to  New  York 
and  other  eastern  cities. 

Court  Licensing  Fight 
To  Open  January  22 

PITTSBURGH— The  civil  action  filed  by 
two  dozen  local  independent  theatre  owners 
against  eight  film  distributors  is  on  the 
docket  for  hearing  January  22  in  the  west- 
ern district  of  Pennsylvania  federal  court  and 
a long  and  bitter  battle  is  anticipated. 

Actual  start  in  the  court  proceedings  may 
be  delayed  beyond  the  scheduled  date,  how- 
ever, as  attorneys  for  the  exhibitor  plain- 
tiffs and  those  representing  the  various  film 
companies  may  be  engaged  in  prehearing 
proceedings.  The  exhibitors’  action  is  an  en- 
deavor to  prevent  distributors  from  auditing 
theatre  owners’  books.  The  plaintiffs  are 
petitioning  the  court  to  adjudge  and  decree 
film  licensing  agreements  unlawful  and  un- 
enforceable as  they  are  wholly  lacking  in 
mutuality. 


Decline  in  Releases  Is  Graphically 
Shown  in  Pittsburgh  Bookings 


By  R-  F.  KLINGENSMITH 

PITTSBURGH  — Diminishing  year  after 
year  are  the  number  of  first  run  films  going 
into  release.  Filling  the  gap  here  are  ex- 
tended engagements  and  moveovers,  plus  a 
record  number  of  reissues. 

During  1944  the  downtown  theatres  ex- 
hibited 270  first  run  features,  compared  to 
287  in  1943,  a decrease  of  17.  The  287  first 
runs  in  1943  were  78  less  features  than  were 
exhibited  here  in  1942. 

Loew’s  Penn,  pooled  with  Warner  circuit, 
presented  38  new  features  and  two  reissues 
during  1944.  Other  theatres  offered  first  run 
pictures  as  follows: 

The  First  Run  Parade 

Stanley,  50;  J.  P.  Harris,  32;  Senator,  42; 
Fulton,  30;  Warner,  three;  Ritz,  two,  and 
Barry,  73. 

Here  is  the  breakdown  on  features  used  in 
1944; 

LOEW'S  PENN:  M-G-M,  15;  Paramount,  nine; 
Warners,  eight;  RKO,  seven;  UA,  one  (also  reissues, 
"Snow  White,"  RKO,  and  "Waterloo  Bridge," 
M-G-M) . 

STANLEY:  M-G-M,  13;  RKO,  12;  Paramount,  10; 
UA,  eight;  Warners,  eight  (also  "Mark  Twain," 
Warners,  following  roadshow  exhibition  in  the 
Warner) . 

J.  P.  HARRIS:  20th-Fox,  17;  Columbia,  eight;  Uni- 
versal, seven  (also  reissue  of  "Sign  of  the  Cross," 
Paramount;  two  of  the  17  productions  from  20th-Fox, 
"The  Song  of  Bernadette"  and  "Wilson”  were  road- 
show engagements). 

FULTON:  Universal,  11;  20th-Fox,  eight;  Republic, 
five;  Monogram,  four;  UA,  two  (20th-Fox's  "Song 
of  Bernadette"  played  a roadshow  engagement  here 
seven  months  after  the  Harris  had  presented  this 
picture  as  a roadshow). 

WARNER:  M-G-M,  one,  and  UA,  one  (double  bill); 
Warners,  one  (Warner's  "Mark  Twain"  was  first 
presented  here  as  a roadshow).  Other  product,  ex- 
cept one  reissue,  "Frisco  Kid,"  Warner,  was  via 
moveover  from  the  Penn  or  Stanley.  From  the  Penn 
were:  M-G-M,  13;  Paramount,  six;  Warners,  six; 
RKO,  three.  From  the  Stanley:  Warner,  three; 
M-G-M,  two;  Paramount,  one;  RKO,  one. 

RITZ:  Paramount,  two.  Moveovers  were,  from 

the  Warner:  M-G-M,  eight;  Warners,  seven;  Para- 
mount, four;  RKO,  four.  From  the  Penn:  M-G-M, 
three;  Paramount,  three;  Warners,  one;  RKO,  one. 
(Also  exhibited  were  reissues:  M-G-M,  one;  War- 
ners, two,  and  "The  Good  Old  Days,"  State  Rights). 

SENATOR:  Columbia,  23;  Universal,  15;  20th-Fox, 
four.  (Moveovers  from  the  J.  P.  Harris:  20th-Fox, 
10;  Columbia,  four;  Universal,  four.)  Reissues  were. 
State  Rights,  three;  Warners,  two;  UA,  one;  Para- 
mount, one. 

BARRY:  Monogram,  18;  Republic,  17;  PRC,  12; 
RKO,  11;  Columbia,  nine;  Warners,  three;  Uni- 
versal, two;  UA,  one.  (Reissues  included:  Republic, 
six;  Monogram,  four;  PRC,  one;  Warners,  four; 
Universal,  one;  UA,  one;  Paramount,  one;  M-G-M, 
one;  State  Rights,  12). 

M-G-M  was  far  out  in  front  in  the  num- 
ber of  weeks’  playing  time  on  the  de  luxe 
screens  here.  Here  is  the  breakdown  on  play- 
ing time: 

M-G-M:  Total  number  of  weeks  on  screens,  69.  Stan- 
ley, 13;  Penn,  17;  Warner,  23;  Ritz,  14. 

2Cth-FOX:  59  weeks  of  playing  time.  Harris,  29; 
Senator,  13;  Fulton,  17. 

PARAMOUNT:  47  weeks  playing  time.  Stanley,  10; 

Penn,  14;  Warners,  9;  Ritz,  14. 

WARNER:  44  weeks.  Stanley,  9;  Penn,  10;  Warners, 
12;  Ritz,  13. 

COLUMBIA:  29  weeks.  Harris,  13;  Senator,  16. 
RKO:  28  weeks.  Stanley,  12;  Penn,  5;  Warner,  4; 
Ritz,  7. 

UNIVERSAL:  36  weeks.  Harris,  8;  Senator,  12;  Ful- 
ton, 16. 

MONOGRAM:  17  weeks.  Fulton,  6;  Barry,  11. 
REPUBLIC:  17  weeks  playing  time.  Fulton,  6; 

Barry,  11. 

UNITED  ARTISTS:  16  weeks.  Penn,  3;  Stanley,  8; 

Warner,  1;  Ritz,  1;  Fulton,  2;  Barry,  1. 

PRC:  6 weeks.  Barry,  6. 

Reissue  market  boomed  with  a record  num- 
ber of  bookings  at  downtown  theatres.  Forty- 
five  reissued  films  were  played  as  follows: 
Penn,  two;  Warner,  one;  Ritz,  four;  Harris, 
one;  Senator,  six;  Barry,  31. 

Record  Breaker 

Outstanding  was  Paramount’s  “Going  My 
Way.  A record-breaker  the  day  it  opened, 


the  Leo  McCarey  production  played  to  190,- 
000  admissions  in  its  first  two  weeks.  Held 
over  for  a third  week,  it  set  another  record; 
and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
local  theatre  this  film  stayed  a fourth  week. 
“Going  My  Way”  could  have  held  longer,  but 
was  moved  over  to  the  Warner  for  only  two 
weeks,  going  into  release  in  the  neighbor- 
hoods at  that  time. 

“Song  of  Bernadette,”  20th-Fox,  played  six 
weeks  as  a roadshow. 

Among  pictures  which  played  five  weeks 
downtown  were  “Destination  Tokyo,”  War- 
ners; “Gaslight,”  M-G-M;  “The  Story  of  Dr. 
Wassell,”  Paramount;  “Dragon  Seed,” 
M-G-M;  “Arsenic  and  Old  Lace,”  Warners; 
“Since  You  Went  Away,”  UA. 

Four  Weeks 

Northern  Pursuit  (WB),  Thousands  Cheer 
(M-G-M),  Madame  Curie  (M-G-M),  A Guy  Named 
Joe  (M-G-M),  The  Miracle  of  Morgan's  Creek  (Para), 
Lady  in  the  Dark  (Para),  Shine  On  Harvest  Moon 
(WB),  See  Here,  Private  Hargrove  (M-G-M),  The 
Lodger  (20th-Fox),  Cover  Girl  (Col),  The  Sullivans 
(20th-Fox),  The  White  Cliffs  of  Dover  (M-G-M), 
Pin  Up  Girl  (20th-Fox),  Laura  (20th-Fox). 

Three  Weeks 

Twentieth-Fox:  The  Gang's  All  Here,  The  Purple 
Heart,  Buffalo  Bill,  The  Eve  of  St.  Mark,  Wing  and 
a Prayer,  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling. 

M-G-M:  Broadway  Rhythm,  Two  Girls  and  a 

Sailor,  Seventh  Cross,  Bathing  Beauty,  Marriage 
Is  a Private  Affair,  Mrs.  Parkington. 

RKO:  Government  Girl,  Up  in  Arms,  Casanova 
Brown. 

Columbia:  What  a Woman!,  The  Impatient  Years, 
Together  Again. 

Warners.  The  Desert  Song,  Mr.  Skeffington,  Janie, 
The  Conspirators. 

Paramount:  I Love  a Soldier. 

Universal:  Ali  Baba  and  the  Forty  Thieves,  Christ- 
mas Holiday. 

Two  Weeks 

Paramount:  Riding  High,  Standing  Room  Only, 
The  Uninvited,  And  the  Angels  Sing,  Hail  the  Con- 
quering Hero,  Rainbow  Island,  Our  Hearts  Were 
Young  and  Gay,  The  Sign  of  the  Cross  (reissue).. 

Universal:  Follow  the  Boys,  Gung  Hoi,  Flesh  and 
Fantasy,  Cobra  Woman,  Gypsy  Wildcat,  In  Society. 

M-G-M:  Song  of  Russia,  Andy  Hardy's  Blonde 
Trouble,  An  American  Romance,  Lost  in  a Harem, 
Waterloo  Bridge  (reissue). 

Twentieth-Fox:  Lifeboat,  Jane  Eyre,  Greenwich 

Village,  Something  for  the  Boys,  Wilson  (roadshow). 

RKO:  North  Star,  Show  Business,  None  But  the 
Lonely  Heart. 

Warners:  Uncertain  Glory,  Mask  of  Dimitrios. 

Monogram:  Where  Are  Your  Children?,  Women 
in  Bondage. 

Republic:  The  Fighting  SeaBees. 

Columbia:  Once  Upon  a Time. 

Art  Cinema,  which  formerly  offered  for- 
eign product,  during  1944  played  reissues 
from  the  State  Rights  market  including  for- 
eign films,  some  of  them  being  ten  and  12 
years  old.  The  State,  downtown,  which  plays 
“last  run  city  of  Pittsburgh,”  withheld  its 
policy  for  one  engagement,  offering  the  first 
run  showing  of  “Youth  Runs  Wild,”  RKO. 

Drop  in  Stage  Shows 

The  Stanley,  which  has  operated  for  many 
years  with  a stage  and  screen  policy,  was 
without  stage  attractions  for  21  weeks  dur- 
ing the  year.  Among  featured  acts  and  bands 
at  the  Stanley  were  George  White’s  Scandals, 
Latin  Quarter  Revue,  Virginia  Weidler,  Phil 
Regan,  Smiley  Burnette,  Tod  Mason,  Bill 
Robinson,  Tars  and  Spars  with  Victor  Ma- 
ture, Johnny  “Scat”  Davis,  Beatrice  Kay, 
Bert  Wheeler,  The  Ink  Spots,  Lena  Horne, 
Hal  LeRoy,  Benny  Goodman,  Tony  Pastor, 
Louis  Prima,  Count  Basie,  Tommy  Dorsey, 
Vaughn  Monroe,  Jerry  Wald,  Johnny  Long, 
Lionel  Hampton,  Charlie  Spivak,  Teddy 
Powell,  Lawrence  Welk,  Tommy  Tucker,  Bob 
Chester,  Milt  Britton,  Ted  Lewis,  Henry 
Busse,  Abe  Lyman,  Frankie  Carle,  Ray  Kin- 
ney, Sammy  Kaye,  Cab  Calloway  and  Jimmy 
Dorsey. 
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Pittsburgh  Row  News  of  1944 


PITTSBURGH— Here,  in  short  order,  is  a 
flashback  on  Filmrow  news  of  1944,  summar- 
ized from  the  pages  of  BOXOFFICE: 

JANUARY 

WAC  announced  plans  for  the  Fourth  War 
Loan  and  the  March  of  Dimes  drives  . . . 
Louis  Averbach,  honorably  discharged  from 
the  army,  joined  Paramount’s  sales  organiza- 
tion . . . Harry  Feinstein  was  installed  as 
chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  1 
, . . IATSE,  Local  171,  installed  the  follow- 
ing officers:  George  Engstler,  president; 
Irvin  Turner,  vice-president;  Paul  Mach, 
secretary  - treasurer;  William  Thompson, 
business  representative  . . . Joseph  Cevario 
purchased  the  Valley,  Brackenridge  . . . 
Hymie  Wheeler  observed  his  20th  year  as  an 
employe  of  James  H.  Alexander. 

Exhibitors  determined  to  fight  distributor 
demands  that  exhibitor’s  books  and  records 
be  turned  over  to  distributors  ...  A film 
buying  and  booking  combine  was  being  or- 
ganized by  Bert  M.  Stearn  . . . M-G-M  hon- 
ored John  P.  Byrne,  district  manager,  at  a 
special  party  . . . Leo  Rothenberg,  former 
police  magistrate,  was  named  checking  super- 
visor for  Warners. 

Lige  Brien  was  promoted  from  the  Kenyon 
to  the  Enright  as  manager  . . . Karl  Krug, 
Sun-Telegraph  critic,  observed  his  25th  year 
as  a local  newsman  . . . Harry  Horoff, 
Portage  exhibitor,  was  named  district  OPA 
supervisor  ...  A dozen  amusement  arcades 
flourished  downtown  . . . Joseph  Sommers, 
McDonald,  Pa.,  manager,  joined  the  Warner 
circuit  ...  No  com  available,  popcorn  ma- 
chines disappeared  from  theatre  lobbies. 

George  Jaffe  celebrated  his  30th  anniver- 
sary as  a burlesque  impresario  . . . The  Ted 
Tolleys  observed  their  25th  wedding  anniver- 
sary . . . U.S.  census  bureau  reported  that 
Pittsburgh  had  been  relegated  to  a Class  D 
area;  losing  population,  with  postwar  pros- 
pects of  recovery  very  doubtful. 

FEBRUARY 

James  G.  Balmer’s  35th  anniversary  as  a 
member  of  the  Harris  organization  was  cele- 
brated at  a special  luncheon  . . . Sidney 
Sugarman,  Columbia  salesman,  was  trans- 
ferred to  another  branch  . . . Jack  Judd 
joined  the  RKO  sales  staff  . . . M-G-M’s 
Little  Theatre  opened  at  the  branch  ex- 
change . . . William  Earles  succeeded  Wil- 
liam Graner  as  local  manager  for  Ross  Fed- 
eral Service  . . . Sgt.  Albert  J.  Redfoot,  son 
of  the  Windber  exhibitor,  was  decorated  with 
the  DFC  . . . MPPDA  counsel  forwarded  ad- 
ditional letters  on  irregularities  to  exhibitors, 
claiming  false  statements  on  percentage  pic- 
tures . . . H.  M.  “Bud”  Carruthers  of  Grove 
City  won  an  army  promotion  to  major. 

MARCH 

WPB  approved  plans  for  erection  of  new 
theatres  at  Greenville  and  Clarksville  . . . 
Orlando  Boyle  was  named  20th-Fox  booking 
chief  and  Peg  McArdle  succeeded  Boyle  at 
the  Columbia  desk.  Betty  Miller  promoted 
to  20th-Fox  office  manager  and  Martin  Seed 
joined  the  20th-Fox  staff  . . . March  of 
Dimes  collection  at  local  area  theatres  to- 
taled $147,000,  compared  to  $81,500  collected 
during  the  1943  drive  . . . Grant  Harmon, 
Erie,  died  ...  Jim  Alexander  and  Sam  Fine- 
berg  transferred  the  Republic  franchise  for 
this  area  to  the  parent  company. 

WMC’s  local  director  was  mum  on  labor 
rationing  program  in  connection  with  the 
motion  picture  industry  . . . Martin  Terner 
removed  his  American  Theatrical  Valance 
Co.  plant  to  1514  Forbes  St.  . . . Lawrence 
Carettie  named  RKO  office  manager  . . . 
Harry  Sourlas  died  . . . Louis  J.  Bender  re- 
tired, transferring  the  Grant,  Millvale,  to 


James  Jaffurs,  William  Anast  and  Dick 
Brown  . . . William  J.  Mahoney  dead  . . . 
Leo  Isaacs  named  Erie  district  salesman  for 
Columbia. 

“Doc”  Rubin  fined  $56.75  for  exhibitions  of 
decade-old  “uncensored”  films  . . . Frank 
Dana  joined  Monogram  sales  staff,  succeed- 
ing Saul  Perilman,  who  went  into  the  army 
. . . Seven  distributing  companies  entered 
federal  court  actions  against  the  Carson 
Amusement  Co.  and  William  Finkel,  charging 
irregularities  in  reports  on  percentage  pic- 
ture engagements  . . . Lund  Theatres  ac- 
quired the  Grand  Opera  House,  Buckhannon. 

After  16  years  in  local  courts,  Universal 
Film  Exchange,  Inc.,  was  ordered  to  pay 
$2,140,  for  failure  to  maintain  a theatre  prop- 
erty on  Fifth  Ave.  . . . Sgt.  Pat  Notaro,  for- 
mer Sharon  manager,  managing  four  theatres 
at  nearby  Camp  Reynolds. 

APRIL 

KDKA  applied  for  television  permit  . . . 
John  H.  Harris  renamed  to  board  of  West- 
ern state  penitentiary  . . . Clark  Bldg,  sold 
by  Warners  to  Equitable  Life  Assurance  So- 
ciety . . . Newt  Williams  named  manager  of 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  . . . Jack  With- 
ers returned  to  PRC  sales  duties  as  Milton 
Lefton  went  into  the  navy  . . . Bill  Graner 
joined  Monogram’s  sales  organization  . . . 
Dave  Fineman  and  Bob  Leiber  leased  the 
Ritz,  Rankin. 

A Donald  Ackard  sr.  dead  . . . Syd  Lehman 
named  Republic  manager  . . . John  J.  Mc- 
Guirk  dead  . . . J.  Roy  Dickie  added  to 
AMPTO  legal  staff  . . . Distributors  were 
designated  “locally  needed”  by  WMC  . . . 
Jerry  Wechsler  transferred  to  Boston  and 
Paul  Krumenacker  returned  to  Warner  ex- 
change as  city  salesman  . . . Federal  Judge 
R.  M.  Gibson  ordered  distributor  plaintiffs 
to  file  a bill  of  particulars  in  the  Finkel  case. 

John  J.  Schultz  dead  . . . AAF  bomber, 
“Variety,”  named  for  the  Variety  Club,  was 
in  action  over  Germany  . . . Bill  Thomas 
purchased  the  Kaufman  Hotel,  Zelienople 
. . . Capt.  Elmer  Guy  Oglietti  jr.,  AAF,  died 
as  the  result  of  wounds  sustained  in  action 
. . . John  H.  Harris  named  chairman  of  the 
motion  picture  industry’s  50th  anniversary 
. . . Russell  C.  Roshon,  now  operating  16 
branch  offices  distributing  16mm  films, 
opened  New  York  headquarters  in  the  RKO 
Bldg.  . . . William  J.  Weiland  dead. 

MAY 

Sam  Fineberg  named  Monogram  manager 
. . . Mark  Goldman  joined  PRC  as  district 
representative  . . . Theatres  here  collected 
$160,000  for  the  Red  Cross  . . . George  Sarvis 
celebrated  his  30th  year  as  manager  of  the 


TEN  YEARS  AGO 

* * * 

PITTSBURGH— From  the  files  of  BOX- 
OFFICE  ten  years  ago  this  week: 

Joe  Skirboll,  first  division  manager, 
screened  the  first  issue  of  March  of  Time 
and  it  was  impressive  . . . Blue  law  fights 
were  progressing  in  Sharon,  Sharpsville  and 
Washington,  Pa.  . . . Grievance  board  or- 
dered Arsene  Manat’s  Grand,  Carnegie;  Dave 
Trimble’s  Liberty,  Masontown,  and  Mike 
Manos’  Manos,  Ellwood  City,  to  cease  prac- 
tices of  reduced  admissions  . . . Allied  ex- 
hibitors prepared  to  combat  proposed  inimi- 
cal legislation  . . . System  was  being  changed 
whereby  eligible  “reliefers”  would  receive  a 
check  for  cash  instead  of  a food  order,  and 
exhibitors  figured  this  would  help  support 
theatre  intake  . . . Dick  Powell  in  “Flirta- 
tion Walk”  was  our  Blue  Ribbon  Award 
winner. — RFK. 


Library,  Warren  . . . Harry  Norman  Ball 
filed  action  in  federal  court  against  distribu- 
tors and  Pennware  Theatre  Corp.,  charging 
lestraint  of  trade  and  petitioning  for  first 
run  product  for  the  Penn,  Ambridge,  formerly 
operated  under  lease  by  Pennware. 

Isaac  C.  Mishler  died  . . . USO-Variety  Club 
Canteen  observed  first  anniversary  . . . Car- 
son  Amusement  Co.  answered  distributors’ 
action  in  federal  court  . . . Robert  I.  McClain 
dead  . . . Among  the  “Honored  Hundred” 
winners  in  the  Fourth  War  Loan  drive  were 
F.  R.  Jackson,  St.  Marys;  Clifford  S.  Brown, 
Kane;  Emmett  M.  Barnes,  Wheeling,  and 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Brown,  Franklin. 

JUNE 

Nixon  closed  40-week  legitimate  season 
. . . Casino  had  38-week  burlesque  season 
. . . C.  C.  Kellenberg  elected  American 
Legion  junior  commander  for  Allegheny 
County  . . . Dave  Blum  dead  ...  24  local 
exhibitors  filed  civil  action  in  federal  court, 
seeking  to  restrain  major  distributors  from 
“continuing  in  combination  with  each  other 
for  the  purpose  and  with  the  effect  of  elim- 
inating, suppressing  and  preventing  com- 
petition by  the  plaintiffs  and  other  inde- 
pendent theatre  exhibitors”  . . . Alfred  Panza 
became  proprietor  of  the  Miami,  Springdale 
...  A.  W.  McCormick  joined  the  hole-in-one 
club  . . . D-Day  (June  6)  strengthened  re- 
solve of  all  to  give  all-out  support  to  Fifth 
War  Loan  drive  and  exhibitors  were  out  in 
front  in  every  effort. 

JULY 

“Uncle  Lou”  Kreiger  (married  Mrs.  Sydia 
Katz  . . . Sgt.  William  S.  Grande  jr.,  killed 
in  the  invasion  of  France  . . . James  B. 
Clark’s  mother  died  . . . Only  30  local  area 
theatres  were  using  premium  giveaways  or 
games  . . . Edwin  P.  Brown,  going  into  the 
navy,  leased  the  Penn,  Wesleyville,  to  the 
Blatt  circuit  for  the  duration,  and  six  months 
thereafter. 

Joseph  I.  Schnitzer  dead  . . . Wheeling  ex- 
hibitors, directed  by  John  R.  Osborne,  staged 
a fight  against  a city  amusement  tax  . . . 
Sgt.  Bruno  Brizzi  killed  in  action  in  Italy 
. . . Lieut.  William  A.  Mikolowsky  of  Mason- 
town  received  special  war  department  and 
AAF  citations  ...  Joe  Bell,  Fayette  City, 
married  Marie  Guzzo. 

AUGUST 

Lew  Hepinger  observed  his  32nd  anniver- 
sary as  an  exhibitor  at  Clarion  . . . More 
than  one  million  service  men  had  received 
hospitality  at  the  USO-Variety  Club  Canteen 
. . . Leon  Reichblum  opened  Lerich  Theatres, 
Inc.,  office  in  the  State  Theatre  Bldg.,  down- 
town . . . “Going  My  Way”  was  all-time  rec- 
ord breaker  at  Loew’s  Penn  and  at  other 
theatres  in  the  area  . . . Homeowners  near 
the  Drive-In,  at  entrance  to  South  Park, 
went  into  court  seeking  an  injunction  to  ban 
the  outdoor  theatre  as  a public  nuisance. 

Marty  Burnett  promoted  by  Loew’s  to  St. 
Louis  as  city  manager,  with  Harry  Greenman, 
from  Boston,  succeeding  him  as  manager  of 
Loew’s  Penn  here  . . . Austin,  Galeton  and 
Coudersport  theatres  closed  for  several  weeks 
because  of  increased  number  of  cases  of  in- 
fantile paralysis  . . . Herb  Greenblatt  pro- 
moted to  Chicago  as  district  manager,  the 
local  RKO  branch  being  entrusted  to  Morris 
E.  Lefko. 

SEPTEMBER 

Pvt.  James  Thomas,  Clairton,  killed  in 
France  . . . Ideal,  Sykesville,  transferred 
from  W.  K.  Smith  to  Mid-State  Theatres 
. . . Harry  A.  Thompson,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed for  a third  of  a century  by  A.  P. 
Way,  DuBois,  died  . . . Dattola,  West  Taren- 
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turn,  transferred  from  Bart  Dattola  to 
Joseph  Zana  . . . Capt.  Elmer  E.  Ours  jr. 
awarded  DPC. 

Liberty  Ship  John  P.  Harris,  honoring  the 
pioneer  exhibitor,  dedicated  . . . Lieut.  John 
R.  Schultz,  former  Warner  house  manager, 
killed  in  ijnidair  plane  collision  . . . John  J. 
Maloney  enjoyed  a good  day  on  the  links 
and  joined  the  hole-in-one  club  . . . Bryan 
D.  “Buck”  Stoner  resigned  as  M-G-M  man- 
ager and  with  Jim  Alexander,  independent 
film  man  here  for  a quarter  of  a century, 
and  George  Purcell,  Uniontown  exhibitor, 
formed  a film  buying  and  booking  combine, 
Pennsylvania  Enterprises,  Inc.,  with  offices 
in  the  Law  and  Finance  Bldg. 

Saal  Gottlieb  succeeded  “Buck”  Stoner  as 
M-G-M  manager,  and  Milt  Brauman  was 
promoted  to  company  sales  manager  here 
. . . Morris  E.  Lefko  was  named  WAC  chair- 
man, succeeding  Herb  Greenblatt  . . . Nat 
Marcus  transferred  to  Milwaukee  as  city 
salesman  for  Warners,  and  Bob  Lynch,  vet- 
eran film  man,  succeeded  him  here  . . . Clay 
V.  Hake  resigned  as  20th-Fox  manager  and 
his  successor  was  Herman  R.  Beiersdorf. 

Max  Bloomberg,  nominated  by  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  as  “the-man-of-the-year,”  won 
an  honorable  citation  at  the  national  con- 
vention . . . War  department  announced 
DFC  posthumous  award  for  Capt.  Elmer  Guy 
Oglietti  jr. 

OCTOBER 

Jacob  Richman,  retiring,  transferred  Ave- 
nue to  Paul  Bronder,  and  Novelty  to  his 
nephew,  Leonard  Perer  . . . Sgt.  Adolph 
Schultz  killed  . . . Eugene  Coen  named 
M-G-M’s  main  line  salesman  . . . Frank 
Panoplos  purchased  the  Colonial,  Clairton 
. . . 'Robert  L.  Conrad  promoted  to  major 
. . . IATSE-MPMO  Local  No.  171  observed 
35th  charter  year  . . . Pvt.  Nicholas  Manos 
killed  in  France  . . . Lund  circuit  opened  new 
Park,  Clarksville. 

Pvt.  Albert  J.  Sippel  wounded  in  South 
Pacific  . . . William  J.  “Bill”  Lewis,  dean  of 
local  dramatic  critics,  dead  . . . Pvt.  Fred  H. 
Hart  wounded  in  France  . . . Morris  Finkel 
was  elected  AMPTO  president,  succeeding 
M.  A.  Rosenberg,  who  declined  another  term 
due  to  illness  . . . Bob  Carter  named  local 
AGVA  president  . . . Sol  J.  Hyman  was 
re-elected  president  of  the  West  Virginia 
Managers’  Ass’n,  and  J.  C.  “Jim”  Shanklin 
was  renamed  convention  chairman  . . . 
George  J.  Corcoran  appointed  manager  of 
Penstate  Amusement  Co.,  Uniontown. 

NOVEMBER 

M.  A.  Rosenberg  named  AMPTO  board 
chairman  and  national  director  of  Allied  by 
unanimous  vote;  he  resigned  as  WAC  co- 
chairman  for  this  area  . . . Pvt.  Roy  Algeo 
jr.,  killed  on  Saipan  . . . John  Hoover  dead 
...  The  Sam  Roccos  observed  their  golden 
wedding  . . . Park,  Franklin,  destroyed  by 
fire  . . . Federal  Judge  F.  P.  Schoonmaker 
issued  writ  denying  injunction  sought  by 
Harry  Norman  Ball,  trustee,  in  the  Ambridge 
case  . . . Pvt.  John  Fisher  wounded  in  South 
Pacific. 

Civil  action  in  federal  court:  Morris  Roth, 
et  al,  vs.  Paramount,  et  al,  dated  for  January 
22,  1945  . . . Clay  V.  Hake  named  Paramount 
representative  in  South  Africa  . . . PRC’s 
franchise  here  sold  to  parent  company  with 
Lew  Lefton  remaining  as  branch  manager 
. . . City  area  theatres  collected  $16,875  for 
the  United  War  Fund  . . . The  Arthur  F. 
Morrones  observed  their  33rd  anniversary 
. . . Wounded  at  Aachen,  Al  Singer  was 
awarded  the  Purple  Heart. 

DECEMBER 

The  Oliver  A.  Kihchels’  35th  year  in  ex- 
hibition at  Jeannette  was  observed  . . . M.  J. 
Gallagher  named  chief  barker  of  the  Variety 
Club  . . . IATSE  Local  171  listed  50  members 
in  uniform  . . . Carl  Peppercorn  reported 
recovering  from  shrapnel  wounds  . . . Pvt. 
Charles  R.  “Dick”  Allen  reported  missing  in 


Nat  A,  Walken  Finds 
Some  Extra  Bond  Sales 

Salem,  Ohio  — After  all  of  the  bond 
salesmen  had  thoroughly  canvassed  this 
city  of  12,000  population,  Nat  A.  Walken, 
owner  of  the  State  Theatre,  staged  a 
bond  premiere  that  resulted  in  the  sale 
of  1,413  additional  E bonds,  totaling 
$80,400.  Walken  accomplished  this  with- 
in a period  of  nine  days,  December  12 
to  21. 

Bonds  sold  during  this  period  were  ac- 
cepted as  admission  to  his  bond  pre- 
miere on  December  21,  attended  by  1,000 
people  in  spite  of  bad  weather.  In  addi- 
tion Walken  promoted  four  door  prizes, 
namely,  bonds  valued  at  $500,  $100,  $50 
and  $25,  from  local  war  factories. 

All  patrons  attending  the  premiere  had 
an  equal  chance  to  win  one  of  the  door 
prizes.  This  incentive  “sold”  the  pre- 
miere to  the  public  and  guaranteed  a 
full  house.  The  screen  attraction  was 
“The  Princess  and  the  Pirate.” 


action  in  Germany  . . . Harry  Greenman’s  ef- 
forts at  Loew’s  Penn  sold  a million  dollars’ 
worth  of  Sixth  War  Loan  bonds. 

Milton  Hartz  joined  PRC  sales  staff  and 
Danny  Davis  was  promoted  as  assistant  to 
Lew  Lefton  . . . Mort  Magill  promoted  to 
Philadelphia  as  United  Artists  manager  with 
William  Shartin,  New  Haven,  succeeding  him 
as  local  UA  manager  . . . Byers  G.  Ross  dead 
. . . Metropolitan,  Bloomfield,  transferred 
from  Dave  Leff  to  Louis  Kaufman  . . . Mrs. 
Marie  Walker  Rosser  dead  . . . Record  winter 
blitzkrieg  closed  many  theatres  in  the  area. 


Is  Named  Publicity  Director 

Bill  Blowitz  has  been  named  publicity  di- 
rector for  Mary  Pickford  Productions. 


DES  MOINES — An  Ames  widow,  and  her 
14  children  have  been  chosen  winners  of  the 
family  contest  sponsored  by  Tri- States 
Theatre  Corp.,  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
motion of  M-G-M’s  “An  American  Romance” 
in  Iowa. 

The  mother,  Mrs.  M.  F.  Knuths,  was  pre- 
sented a $25  war  bond,  and  each  of  the  chil- 
dren was  given  $2  in  war  stamps.  The  fam- 
ily were  to  be  guests  at  the  opening  of  the 
picture  recently  at  the  Collegian  Theatre. 

Betty  Wells  of  KRNT,  who  conducted  the 
contest  for  Tri-States  and  M-G-M,  reported 
that  the  Knuths  family  was  selected  by 
popular  vote  from  hundreds  of  contest  en- 
tries. 

No  Preference  for  Boys  or  Girls 

“It’s  a lot  of  fun  to  watch  children  grow 
up,”  said  Mrs.  Knuths,  when  informed  of 
her  selection.  Mrs.  Knuths  admits  that  she 
likes  large  families  but  has  no  preference  as 
to  boys  or  girls.  She  believes  the  main  thing 
to  consider  in  raising  children  is  to  be  fair 
with  each  one.  When  problems  arose  “we 
did  What  seemed  to  be  the  right  thing  at 
the  time,”  Mrs.  Knuths  said. 

The  Knuths  children  learned  to  accept  re- 
sponsibilities early  in  life.  “As  soon  as  they 
became  old  enough  to  work,”  Mrs.  Knuths 
said,  “the  children  always  earned  their  own 
spending  money.” 

Of  the  14  children,  nine  are  living  at  home. 


Fred  Dolle  Subject 
Of  Times  Article 

LOUISVILLE— Fred  J.  Dolle  of  the  Fourth 
Avenue  Amusement  Co.  here,  and  long  ac- 
tive in  local  and  state  motion  picture  exhibi- 
tor trade  association  circles,  was  the  subject 
of  a story  in  the  Times  by  Harry  Bloom,  in 
his  daily  column  on  local  folks  and  local  do- 
ings. 

Dolle,  many  years  ago  worked  in  the  Broad- 
way department  store,  with  the  Stourle  boys, 
prior  to  their  establishing  the  Broadway 
Theatre,  one  of  Louisville’s  first  picture 
houses  out  of  the  downtown  section.  He  and 
Lew  Stourle  have  been  in  the  local  motion 
picture  business  longer  than  any  other  ex- 
hibitor. He  and  associates  have  controlled 
many  theatres  here  and  in  Indiana,  includ- 
ing Indianapolis,  Anderson  and  other  points, 
and  Fred  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be 
about  the  most  active  exhibitor  in  the  district. 

The  story  read: 

“The  old  creed  that  ‘Kentuckians  are  dif- 
ferent’ found  new  support  recently  when  a 
delegation  of  theatre  owners  and  managers 
from  the  U.S.  and  Alaska,  members  of  the 
President’s  birthday  infantile  paralysis  com- 
mittee met  FDR  in  the  White  House.  The 
committee  set  a sort  of  record  in  that  all  of 
its  80  members  were  present.  They  lined  up 
to  shake  hands  with  the  President,  a cere- 
mony that  was  being  reeled  off  with  little  loss 
of  time  until  Fred  Dolle,  president  of  the 
Fourth  Ave.  Amusement  Co.,  and  chairman 
for  Kentucky,  was  introduced.  When  the 
President  heard  the  name  ‘Kentucky’  he  de- 
tained Dolle  for  a chat  lasting  several  min- 
utes, principally  about  Harlan  County,  which 
Dolle  told  him  was  Republican  country.  At 
the  conclusion  of  their  talk  the  President 
shook  his  hand  a second  time  and  then  fin- 
ished the  remainder  of  the  line  without  a halt. 
The  special  attention  Dolle  got  made  him  the 
envy  of  his  cohorts,  which  he  took  in  his 
stride  as  the  due  of  a son  of  Kentucky.” 


Clare,  32,  is  a secretary  at  Iowa  State  Col- 
lege; Winifred,  24,  is  a graduate  nurse  in  the 
Mary  Greenley  Hospital;  Darlene  (Mrs. 
John  Wilton)  lives  with  her  mother;  lone, 
19,  is  employed  by  the  Red  Cross;  Ruth  and 
Robert,  17-year-old  twins,  are  high  school 
seniors;  Constance,  15,  is  a sophomore  in 
high  school;  Anne,  12,  is  a seventh  grade 
student  at  Welch,  and  Michael,  8,  is  in  the 
third  grade. 

Three  of  the  children  are  members  of  the 
armed  forces.  Sergeant  Keith,  33,  is  in  the 
army  air  corps  in  Texas;  Captain  Carroll,  29, 
now  at  an  air  base  in  Michigan,  has  been 
flying  in  China  and  India,  and  Yeoman 
Cleo,  28,  is  a WAVE  at  Washington. 

Were  Childhood  Sweethearts 

Other  members  of  the  family  are  Cartia, 
31,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  McCullough,  who  lives 
in  Keokuk,  and  Thelma,  26,  employed  by 
the  FBI  in  Washington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knuths  were  childhood 
sweethearts.  She  lived  in  Galt  in  Wright 
County  and  he  on  a farm  nearby.  After 
their  marriage,  they  lived  in  Galt,  then  moved 
to  Estherville,  back  to  Galt,  to  Polk  City 
and  in  1914  they  settled  in  Ames. 

For  24  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knuths  lived 
in  their  Ames  home  at  113  State  St.  Mr. 
Knuths  died  last  summer. 

The  prizes  were  presented  by  Austin  Mc- 
Gough,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  who  represented 
the  sponsor  of  the  contest. 


Ames  Widow  and  14  Children  Win 
Iowa  "Romance"  Family  Prize 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 
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Jack  Schlaifer,  20th-Fox  central  sales  man- 
ager, and  James  J.  Grady,  district  man- 
ager, were  in  a huddle  here  during  the  week 
with  I.  J.  Schmertz,  local  manager,  and  the 
sales  force  to  discuss  forthcoming  top  re- 
leases, including  "Winged  Victory”  and  “Keys 
of  the  Kingdom.” 

Lester  Dowdell,  UA  office  manager,  is 
wearing  a new  smile  these  days.  Reason:  The 
return  of  his  son  Richard,  a sergeant  who 
has  been  in  the  army  three  years  in  the  South 
Pacific.  His  other  son  Frank  has  been  in  the 
Pacific  area  for  more  than  a year,  and  is  now 
stationed  in  Malaya  . . . Delayed,  probably 
by  the  bad  traffic  conditions  due  to  the  heavy 
snowstorms  that  have  engulfed  this  part  of 
the  country,  the  stork  presented  Harry  Ly- 
man, 20th-Fox  ad  sales  manager,  and  Mrs. 
Lyman  with  a son  on  January  2.  This  is  their 
first  son  and  second  child. 

Morrison  Orr,  UA  manager,  received  a big 
response  to  invitations  sent  out  for  the  sneak 
preview  of  ‘‘Tomorrow  the  World”  at  9 p. 
m.,  Thursday  night  (14)  at  the  Park  Theatre 
. . . Col.  Harry  Long  did  not  join  the  local 
PRC  exchange,  as  previously  reported.  In- 
stead, he  has  joined  Bert  Steam’s  booking  or- 
ganization in  Pittsburgh. 

Local  industry  members  were  shocked  to 
learn  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Martin  G.  Smith. 
All  extend  sympathy  to  the  husband,  a popu- 
lar industry  leader  who  heads  both  national 
and  the  state  Allied  organizations.  Due  to 
bad  weather  and  poor  train  schedules,  it 
was  impossible  for  local  friends  to  attend  the 
funeral. 

Henry  Hellriegel,  popular  local  theatre 
building  contractor,  was  inducted  into  the 
army  last  Saturday  and  sent  to  Camp  Atter- 
bury,  Ind.,  for  assignment.  Hellriegel,  36,  and 
the  father  of  three  children,  was  called  up 
last  June  but  was  told  to  go  home  when  he 
appeared  for  induction.  Before  leaving,  his 
film  friends  staged  a farewell  party  for  him 
at  Grosse’s  restaurant. 

Charlie  Deardourff,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  is 
visiting  the  company’s  home  office  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  group  of  M-G-M  exploiteers 
to  be  called  in.  With  him  were  J.  E.  “Watty” 
Watson,  who  covers  the  Ohio  River  valley 
from  headquarters  in  Cincinnati,  and  Nor- 
man Linz  of  Indianapolis  . . . Leo  J.  McCar- 
thy, PRC  general  sales  manager,  spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  week  here  with  Manager 
Mark  Goldman  and  local  circuit  heads.  Mc- 
Carthy is  on  tour  making  a survey  of  ex- 
changes and  spreading  goodwill  among  thea- 
tre owners. 

Howard  Reif  of  the  Scoville,  Essick  & Reif 
circuit,  left  for  a month’s  vacation  in  Miami 
Beach  accompanied  by  his  “best  girl,”  his 
mother  . . . Sgt.  Frank  L.  Cost,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Shore  Theatre,  has  written  to  his 
erstwhile  boss,  Jim  Scoville,  saying  he  is  well 
and  that  he  “hopes  to  see  Tokyo”  some  time 
during  this  year. 

Gertrude  Lawrence,  appearing  at  the  Han- 
na Theatre  in  “Errand  for  Bernice,”  answered 
a curtain  call  at  the  finis  of  the  play  with  a 
request  that  the  entire  audience  go  directly 
from  the  theatre  to  Red  Cross  headquarters 
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and  register  as  blood  donors.  She  read  a 
telegram  asking  for  more  blood  plasma  and 
more  army  nurses  . . . Max  Jacobs,  who  with 
Mrs.  Jacobs  operate  Imperial  Pictures,  will 
be  in  New  York  next  week  to  see  what  inde- 
pendent product  is  available  for  distribution 
in  this  territory. 

Nate  Schultz,  Monogram  franchise  owner, 
is  working  hard  at  the  job  of  trying  to  get 
train  reservations  to  Florida  for  his  first  va- 
cation in  four  years  ...  Paul  Gusdanovic, 
head  of  the  circuits  which  bears  his  name, 
left  last  week  for  Florida  on  his  annual  trip 
to  escape  the  sinus  attacks  to  which  he  is  sus- 
ceptible in  this  climate. 

Albert  Dezel  of  Film  Classics  was  here 
briefly  to  see  Bob  Snyder,  local  representa- 
tive, and  to  call  on  the  trade  . . . Ensign  Jack 
Essick,  was  sightseeing  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Philippines,  according  to  his  most  recent  let- 
ters. Ensign  Ray  Essick,  who  has  been  in 
Hawaii,  now  is  elsewhere  in  the  Pacific. 

A group  of  local  exhibitors  spent  a few  days 
at  Mount  Clemens,  Mich.,  last  week  just  for 
a rest  from  the  strain  of  operating  theatres 
during  wartime.  In  the  party  were  M.  B. 
Horwitz  of  the  Washington  circuit,  Meyer 
Fine  of  Associated  circuit;  Max  Lefkowich  of 
Community  circuit  and  Jack  Shulman  with 
theatres  in  Cleveland,  Painesville  and  Fair- 
port  Harbor. 

There  weren’t  many  out-of-town  exhibitors 
along  Filmrow  last  week.  Most  of  them  were 
snowed  in.  But  Joe  Calla  of  Canton  man- 
aged to  brave  the  elements  and  J.  O.  Guth- 
rie of  New  London  was  seen  trying  to  steer 
himself  across  the  icy-  streets  . . . Universal 
again  is  in  the  midst  of  the  Bill  Scully  drive, 
which  opened  December  10  and  runs  until 
May  5 . . . The  Henry  Greenbergers  of  Com- 
munity circuit  have  left  for  a trip  to  Mem- 
phis where  their  daughter  and  son-in-law 
are  stationed,  and  then  on  to  New  Orleans. 


Ladies  Theatrical  Club 
Plans  Year- Around  Aid 

PITTSBURGH — A year-round  program  to 
help  relatives  visit  patients  in  Deshon  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  Butler,  is  being  planned  by 
the  Ladies  Theatrical  Club,  which  was  in- 
strumental in  bringing  families  of  35  wound- 
ed soldiers  to  spend  Christmas  with  the  hos- 
pitalized men.  LTC  members  will  continue 
their  work  as  senior  hostesses  at  the  USO- 
Variety  Club  Canteen,  serving  at  the  soft 
drink  bar  with  their  husbands,  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Variety  Club. 

LTC  meets  each  Tuesday  from  11  to  4 
o’clock  in  the  Variety  Club  to  sew  for  the 
Red  Cross,  making  hospital  robes,  overseas 
kits,  sweaters  and  convalescent  robes.  Newly 
elected  officers  are  Mrs.  Peter  Dana,  Mrs. 
David  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Benj.  Steerman,  Mrs. 
Perry  Nathan,  Mrs.  Sydney  Lehman  and  Mrs. 
Archie  Fineman. 


At  Cleveland  Screening 

CLEVELAND — Several  persons  who  helped 
make  M-G-M’s  “This  Man’s  Navy”  were 
present  at  the  screening  of  the  picture  in 
the  20th-Fox  screen  room  last  week.  They 
were  Hugh  Allen  of  the  Goodyear  Rubber 
Co.’s  public  relations  division  who  acted  as 
technical  advisor  for  the  picture;  Harold 
Polonus  and  J.  M.  Blissell,  also  of  the  Good- 
year plant,  and  the  mother  and  sister  of  Lieut. 
Fred  Lloyd  of  Cleveland,  stationed  at  Mof- 
fett Field,  Calif. 


PRC  at  Pittsburgh 
Is  Being  Remodeled 

PITTSBURGH— The  PRC  exchange  here 
is  being  remodeled  and  renovated.  On  the 
second  floor  the  office  of  Lew  Lefton,  branch 
manager,  has  been  newly  decorated,  and  a 
new  salesmen’s  room  has  been  opened  for 
Jack  Withers  and  Milton  Hartz.  This  latter 
room  is  “the  art  gallery”  of  the  exchange, 
with  many  industry  pictures  on  the  walls. 

Across  from  Lefton’s  office  there  is  a new 
recreation  room  for  the  girls,  painted  in  two 
shades  of  blue.  Venetian  blinds  and  drapes 
have  been  installed  and  new  furniture  has 
been  added.  There  is  a piano,  magazine  desk, 
comfortable  chairs  in  the  recreation  room. 
Later  a bar  will  be  installed  in  the  front 
hall,  second  floor. 

On  the  street  floor  the  small  rear  office 
will  be  taken  out,  giving  greater  capacity  to 
the  general  office.  A new  booking  counter 
will  be  installed  and  other  improvements  will 
be  made. 

In  the  front  a new  office  will  be  established 
for  Danny  Davis,  Lefton’s  assistant.  Third 
floor  and  basement  will  be  used  as  storage 
space. 

RKO  Men  Prepare  Drive 
At  Cleveland  Rally 

CLEVELAND— The  annual  RKO  Ned  Depi- 
net  drive  sounded  off  locally  last  week  when 
Nat  Levy,  eastern  division  sales  manager; 
Robert  J.  Folliard,  1945  drive  captain,  and 
Harry  Gittleson,  drive  lieutenant,  met  with 
members  of  the  Bernard  Kranze’s  division  to 
map  plans  and  to  discuss  lines  of  procedure. 
The  two-day  meeting  was  held  on  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  at  the  Statler  Hotel.  Branch 
managers,  salesmen,  office  managers  and 
head  bookers  of  the  Cleveland,  Cincinnati, 
Indianapolis  and  Detroit  offices  attended.  In 
addition  to  the  New  York  officials  and  Dis- 
trict Manager  Bernard  Kranze  those  present 
were: 

Cincinnati — Stanley  Jacques,  manager;  Lou 
Siebert,  office  manager;  Joe  McKnight,  A1 
Sugarman,  Mark  Cummings  and  John  Fur- 
rer,  salesmen. 

Indianapolis  — Russ  Brentlinger,  man- 
ager; Paul  Leatherby,  office  manager;  Her- 
man Black,  Otto  Ebert,  Pete  Fortune,  sales- 
men. 

Detroit — Milton  E.  Cohn,  manager;;  Eddie 
Loye,  office  manager;  Frank  Jones,  Roy  Car- 
roll,  George  Simpson,  Ben  Zimner,  salesmen, 
and  Walter  Goryl,  head  booker 

Cleveland  — A1  Kolitz,  manager;  Otto 
Braeunig,  office  manager;  Arthur  Gold- 
smith, Frank  Belles,  Bob  Richardson,  sales- 
men, and  John  Sabot,  head  booker,  and  Mar- 
jorie Lillis,  assistant. 

Also  present  were  Peter  Bathory  in  charge 
of  publicity  and  exploitation  in  the  Cleve- 
land area;  Charles  Kinney,  publicity  direc- 
tor in  Detroit,  and  “Bucky”  Walters,  who 
covers  the  publicity  for  the  Cincinnati  and 
Indianapolis  territory.  The  RKO  Ned  Depi- 
net  drive  gets  under  way  January  19  and 
runs  16  weeks  to  May  10. 


Given  Party  by  Friends 

TARENTUM,  PA. — Glenn  Nelson,  manager 
of  Warners’  Harris  who  departed  on  a leave 
of  absence  this  week,  and  Perry  Salati,  man- 
ager of  Warners’  Peoples,  who  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  circuit’s  Liberty,  Sharon,  were 
honored  by  friends  at  a party  staged  here 
recently.  Both  received  gifts.  Martin  Shearn, 
former  manager  of  Warners’  Palace,  has  re- 
placed Nelson  at  the  Harris,  and  Mrs.  Louise 
Shearn,  his  wife,  assumes  management  of 
the  Peoples. 
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Storm-Tried  Cleveland 
Patrons  Jam  Theatres 

CLEVELAND — Downtown  theatres  had  a 
gala  New  Year’s  weekend.  Every  house  played 
two  extra  midnight  shows,  one  on  Saturday 
and  the  other  on  Sunday,  at  advanced  ad- 
mission prices.  The  heavy  snow  storm  that 
had  landlocked  the  population  for  two  weeks 
proved  an  incentive  to  break  the  monotony 
of  staying  home.  The  three  leading  down- 
town hotels  had  no  New  Year  celebrations. 
So  the  theatres  profited.  The  takes  ranged 
from  20  to  70  per  cent  above  par.  Long  box- 
office  lines  stood  in  the  storm  on  New  Year’s 
Day  at  all  of  the  downtown  houses.  The 
top  take  of  the  week  was  for  “The  Princess 
and  the  Pirate”  at  the  Palace  Theatre  with 
“Earl  Carroll’s  Vanities”  as  the  stage  at- 
traction. 

Detail  for  week  ended  January  3: 

(Average  is  100) 

Allen — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB),  2nd  wk., 

including  midnight  "Sat.  and  Sun.  shows 112 

Hippodrome — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  with 

two  midnight  shows  123 

Lake — Laura  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk.  for  six  days, 
with  Hollywood  Canteen  day  and  date  with 

the  Hippodrome  on  New  Year's  Day 150 

Ohio — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M),  3d  wk.,  in- 
cluding two  midnight  shows 170 

Palace — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO),  plus 
Earl  Carroll's  Vanities  on  stage  and  includ- 
ing reserved  seat  New  Year's  Eve  midnight 

show  172 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M),  in- 
cluding two  midnight  shows 142 

Stillman — Kismet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.,  including 
two  midnight  shows  , 120 


Repeated  Snowfalls  Handicap 
Theatre  Business  at  Detroit 
DETROIT  — Repeated  snowfalls  handi- 
capped business  everywhere  last  week,  with 
the  neighborhood  houses  especially  suffer- 
ing. Business  downtown  was  not  as  much 
off,  partly  as  the  result  of  some  strong  at- 
tractions and  long  New  Year’s  weekend,  which 
helped  bring  out  customers  despite  adverse 
weather. 


Adams — Strange  Affair  Col); 

Carolina  Blues  (Col),  after  wk.  at  Fox 105 

Broadway  Capitol — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M);. 
Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M),  after  three  wks. 

at  Palms-State  115 

Cinema — Professor  Mamlock  (Artkino); 

A Greater  Promise  (Artkino)  105 

Downtown — Three  Little  Sisters  (Rep),  plus 

Artie  Shaw  band  on  stage 150 

Fox — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk.;  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 125 

Michigan — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para); 

National  Bam  Dance  (Para)  130 

Palms-State — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 145 

Paradise — Song  of  the  Range  (Mono),  plus 

Mills  Brothers  on  stage 130 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M)  120 


Bad  Weather  Gives  All  Grosses 
Another  Beating  in  Pittsburgh 
PITTSBURGH — “Winged  Victory”  won 
hands  down  in  a weather-beaten  week  which 
licked  all  competition.  Cashiers  were  kept 
busy  at  the  J.  P.  Harris  where  the  20th-Fox 
version  of  the  army  air  force  stage  show  was 
featured.  Grosses  at  other  downtown  the- 
atres continued  off  with  King  Winter  fig- 
ured to  be  the  reason. 


Barry — A WAVE,  a Woe  and  a Marine  (Mono); 

One  Mysterious  Night  (Col) 75 

Fulton — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) 75 

Harris — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 135 

Penn — Kismet  (M-G-M)  80 

Ritz — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para),  2d  d.  t.  wk , 85 

Senator — Holiday  Inn  (Para);  Henry  Aldrich's 

Little  Secret  (Para)  90 

Stanley — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para); 

no  stage  show  75 

Warner — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M),  2d  d.  t.  wk...  50 


Cincinnati  Business  Is  Average 
Despite  Prolonged  Bad  Weather 

CINCINNATI — Sleety  suburban  roads  and 
sleety  weather  continued  to  plague  the  box- 
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TTnder  the  Marquees — Eddie  Jacobson  of  the 
^ Monroe  was  among  the  first  visitors  to 
our  new  office.  William  J.  Byer  of  the  Lake- 
wood  was  the  very  first  visitor  . . . Jeff  Wil- 
liams of  the  Roseville  and  East  Detroit  the- 
atres smashed  his  right  front  fender  last 
Wednesday  morning  when  he  skidded  into 
a car  parked  on  Gratiot  . . . Eugene  Wood- 
hams,  former  manager  of  the  Rainbo,  has 
succeeded  Joseph  Tata  as  manager  of  the 
Colony  for  Joseph  Ellul  . . . Leonard  Salerno 
is  planning  to  acquire  a small  town  theatre 
. . . E.  S.  Culver,  manager  of  the  Down- 
town, is  back  in  harness  after  a few  weeks 
in  Los  Angeles. 

Up  in  the  Booths — Mrs.  William  Crowley, 
wife  of  the  Harper  operator,  is  recovering 
from  a bad  postholiday  cold  . . . Edward 
Hagenmaier  of  the  Riviera  and  Alvin  An- 
derson of  the  Fisher  and  Arcadia  getting 
together  for  a little  confab  . . . Vasile  Mihain 
of  the  Hazel  Park  Theatre  made  a hurried 
trip  to  Gary  Sunday  where  his  mother  was 
to  have  an  operation  . . . Mrs.  Mihain  will 
remain  with  her  during  her  convalescence. 

Exchanges — Ben  Zimner,  RKO  salesman, 
will  be  guest  of  honor  at  a bachelor  party 
at  Variety  Club  by  his  friends  of  the  film 
bowling  league  January  15  at  9:00  a.  m.  . . . 
He’s  marrying  Madelon,  daughter  of  UA  Dis- 
trict Manag-er  Jack  Goldhar,  on  February  7 
. . . Bob  Dunbar,  Warner  manager,  was  laid 
up  with  a cold  over  the  holidays  . . . His 
secretary,  Mrs.  Helen  Davis,  is  leaving  for 
Kentucky  to  visit  her  husband  who  is  in  the 
service. 

Joe  Roberts  of  Vanguard  home  office  was 
a visitor  . . . Pvt.  Joseph  V.  Morin,  former 
ad  salesman  for  Warners,  now  stationed  at 
a camp  in  Washington  state,  has  been  trans- 
ferred out  of  the  medical  corps  to  a new  as- 
signment . . . Mrs.  Victor  Morin,  his  mother, 
is  leaving  for  a brief  vacation. 

Drug  Store  Stuff — Sgt.  Leon  Arozian  made 
his  last  sea  voyage  to  Hawaii,  Marshall 
Islands,  Saipan,  and  Guam  . . . Pvt.  Robert 
Buermele,  formerly  UA  office  manager,  has 
been  given  a medical  discharge  and  is  now 
assisting  his  father  as  booker  for  General 
Theatre  Service  . . . Thanks,  Harry  Carson, 
for  the  kind  New  Year’s  greetings  on  behalf 
of  Theatrical  Post  . . . G.  M.  Studebaker, 
NTS’s  man  of  many  talents,  enjoying  supper 
with  the  gang,  working  late  on  the  year- 
end  nights. 

Toiri  Napoletano  of  Tom’s  Model  Hobby 
shop  may  move  his  store  in  a few  months. 
The  building  has  been  sold  . . . Lieut.  Max 


Detroit  BOXOFFICE 
Office  Is  Moved 

The  Detroit  offices  of  BOXOFFICE 
were  moved  last  week  across  the  hall  to 
Room  700,  Film  Exchange  Bldg.,  sharing 
space  with  Film  Classics  exchange.  The 
phone  number  remains  unchanged — RAn- 
dolph  1100.  Visitors  to  Filmrow  are  in- 
vited to  visit  the  new  quarters. 


office.  Business,  however,  hovered  around  the 
average  mark.  The  Universal  thrillers,  dualed 
at  the  Lyric,  “House  of  Frankenstein”  and 
“Mummy’s  Curse”  held  for  a second  week. 


Albee— Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 120 

Capitol — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk 110 

Grand — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 125 

Keith's — Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 95 

Lyric — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ); 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  105 

Palace — Winged  Victory  (2Qth-Fox) 1 120 

Shubert — Lest  in  a Harem  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 
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Bluegrind,  formerly  of  the  drug  store,  is  sta- 
tioned in  Belgium,  spends  his  leave  days  in 
Brussels,  and  doesn’t  like  it  . . . Capt.  Gene 
Rich,  former  BOXOFFICE  correspondent,  has 
returned  to  Dayton  after  a New  York  visit 
. . . There’s  gossip  about  a Variety  Club 
branch  starting  in  western  Michigan  . . . 
Pvt.  Byron  Goodwillie,  formerly  of  National 
Screen  Service,  has  not  been  heard  from  in 
several  weeks.  He  was  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Short  Circuits — Pvt.  Herman  Cohen,  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Dexter,  has  been  shipped 
from  the  infantry  at  Camp  Rucker,  Ala.,  to 
the  air  corps  at  Scott  Field,  111.  He  is  in 
the  adjutant  general’s  office  . . . Lou  Cohen 
went  to  Miami  for  a two-week  vacation  . . . 
Ollie  Brooks  of  Butterfield  took  it  philo- 
sophically when  the  Westown  at  Bay  City 
burned.  It  left  only  123  theatres  he’d  have 
to  book  . . . Wisper  & Wetsman’s  38-acre 
Point  Theatre  project  may  have  a big  neigh- 
bor in  the  projected  450-acre  city  park  be- 
tween Vernie,  Harper,  Kelly  and  Hunting- 
ton  Roads  . . . Joseph  Busick,  United  De- 
troit executive,  is  in  the  hospital  for  an 
operation. 

Wolverines — Fred  C.  Dickely,  Altec  dis- 
trict manager,  supervised  installation  of 
sound  equipment  in  the  state  reformatory 
at  Ionia. 

Detroit  Hospital  Drive 
Enters  Its  Final  Week 

DETROIT — The  drive  for  raising  of  funds 
for  recreational  equipment  to  be  presented 
to  the  Percy  Jones  Hospital  at  Battle  Creek 
and  the  Veterans’  Hospital  at  Fort  Custer 
will  swing  into  its  final  high  this  week,  Alex 
Schreiber,  retiring  chief  barker  of  the  Va- 
riety Club,  said.  The  goal  is  $6,100  as  the 
initial  sum. 

Final  returns  are  not  in,  and  Schreiber, 
extending  thanks  to  the  many  fil  mites  who 
already  have  made  their  personal  or  firm 
contributions,  strongly  urged  every  remain- 
ing filmite  to  send  in  his  share  without  delay. 
Early  tabulation  of  the  total  will  make  it 
possible  to  consider  going  on  with  the  dona- 
tion of  additional  recreational  equipment  for 
this  worthy  cause  if  the  total  fund  justifies 
it. 

Allan  Moritz  Named 
On  Variety  Committee 

CINCINNATI — Ralph  Kinsler,  chief  barker 
of  Variety  Club  for  1945,  has  appointed 
Allan  Moritz,  Columbia  manager,  chairman 
of  the  house  activities  committee  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Moritz  has  chosen  the  following  as  mem- 
bers of  his  committee:  Jack  Bannan,  ex- 
change manager  for  Universal;  Mike  Green- 
berg, exhibitor;  Bob  Clark,  Irving  Sochin 
and  Ross  Williams,  film  salesmen;  William 
Onie,  Monogram  manager;  Art  Mannheimer, 
National  Screen  Service;  Harry  Bugie,  PRC 
manager,  and  Rube  Shore. 


Renews  Raymond  Massey's  Contract 

Warners  has  renewed  its  contract  on  Ray- 
mond Massey. 


LEONARD  SOSKIN  AGENCY 

NON-CANCELABLE  SICK 
AND  ACCIDENT  INSURANCE 

1203  Book  Bldg.  Detroit  26,  Mich. 

CA.  8890 
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Exhibitors  on  the  Row  included  James 
Howe,  Carrollton,  Ky.;  F.  J.  Ferguson, 
Columbus;  Paul  Orebaugh,  New  Vienna; 
Mrs.  Bertha  Cummins,  Sardinia;  George 
Revellis,  Washington;  C.  H.  “Kenny”  Hill, 
Waynesville;  Adeline  Ward,  Ward-Elliot  cir- 
cuit, Lexington,  Ky.;  William  Queen,  Co- 
lumbus; Absolom  Buzzlea,  Bradshaw,  W.  Va.; 
Paul  Hollen,  Alpine  circuit,  South  Charles- 
ton, who  is  rejoicing  in  a new  grandchild, 
and  E.  L.  Keesling. 

All  salesmen  are  back  on  the  job  follow- 
ing the  holiday  vacation  . . . Warners’  “Ob- 
jective Burma”  is  set  for  a January  22 
tradescreening  . . . “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,” 
UA  release  starring  Ginger  Rogers,  Shirley 
Temple  and  Joseph  Cotten,  drew  an  ap- 
preciative audience  last  Saturday,  at  the 
tradescreening  in  the  20th-Fox  screening 
room. 

Exploiteer  H.  Ungerfeld  is  here  from  Uni- 
versal’s New  York  office  on  “Can’t  Help 
Singing.”  Release  here  was  set  for  January 
11  instead  of  January  18  as  originally  an- 
nounced at  RKO  Albee. 

Stanley  Jacques  and  all  salesmen  in  his 
area  attended  a sales  confab  in  Cleveland 
on  the  Ned  Depinet  drive.  Lou  Siebert  and 
Buck  Waltrip,  exploiteers,  were  present.  The 
meeting  was  presided  over  by  Bob  Folliard, 
drive  captain  . . . Cincinnati  Cinema  Club 
has  extended  its  drive  to  increase  the  club’s 
treasury  . . . Phil  Chakeres  has  taken  over 
the  Clifford  at  Urbana,  formerly  operated 
by  Grant  Wooley,  who  died  recently.  This 
gives  the  Chakeres  chain  both  Urbana  the- 
atres . . . Capt.  Sam  Oshrey  is  home  on 
leave  and  waiting  reassignment.  He  was 
a Warner  booker  before  entering  the  service. 

Sol  Cohen,  field  man  for  Film  Classics,  was 
a visitor  . . . “Barbary  Coast”  is  Film  Clas- 
sic’s forthcoming  January  reissue  . . . Mar- 
tin Shear,  former  supervisor  for  Maurice 
White’s  United  Theatres  and  one-time  man- 
ager of  the  Strand  and  Hippodrome  in  New- 
port, Ky.,  has  returned  from  duty  in  Italy 
Young  Shear,  now  in  a convalescent  hospital 
in  Ohio,  is  returning  to  civilian  life  and 
will  be  back  at  his  old  office  with  United. 

Robert  Lang,  officer  in  the  medical  corps 
and  brother  of  Dorothy  Lang,  M-G-M,  has 
been  killed  in  action  in  Belgium  . . . Mrs. 
Margaret  Woodruff’s  son  Billy,  13,  suffered 
severe  body  bruises  in  a sled  accident. 
“Woody”  books  for  Schine’s  here  . . . J.  J. 
Grady  of  20th-Fox  spent  the  week  in  Cleve- 
land. 

Arthur  Frudenfeld,  RKO  division  manager, 


has  been  suffering  from  a severe  cold  . . . 
Ann  Keck,  WB,  returned  from  a visit  with 
the  home  folks  at  Chicago  . . . Betty  Speicer 
lost  her  red  and  green  umbrella.  Finder 
please  return  . . . Friends  will  rejoice  to 
hear  that  Manny  Shore  is  in  circulation  again. 
Shore  visited  the  Row  with  his  brother 
Louis,  here  from  West  Virginia.  He  will  re- 
main at  the  Gibson  several  weeks  before  re- 
turning to  his  West  Virginia  theatres. 

George  Daumeyer,  secretary  of  local  F37, 
announced  the  next  meeting  would  be  Janu- 
ary 16  . . . Dave  Brown,  Covington,  and  Rob 
Harrell  of  Cleves,  were  in  . . . Schine’s  Mar- 
garet Woodruff  was  on  the  Row  . . . Ditto 
Phil  Chakeres,  Chakeres  circuit,  Ray  Frisz 
and  Charley  Behlen. 

Charley  Banford  of  Metro  is  expecting  his 
son  home  on  furlough  after  two  years  in 
the  Aleutians  . . . Twentieth-Fox’s  “Keys  of 
the  Kingdom”  is  set  for  January  release 
with  a super  campaign  here. 

Fred  Myers,  Paramount,  returned  from  a 
visit  with  his  daughter  at  Buffalo  . . . John 
Wright  also  is  home  from  the  east  . . . 
Charles  Perry,  Paramount  exploiteer,  is  han- 
dling the  campaign  on  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  ...  V.  A.  Kramer  was  home  on 
naval  leave  for  Christmas.  Kramer  is  a store- 
keeper and  an  ex-salesman  for  Paramount. 

Messrs.  Brown  and  Richmond  have  in- 
stalled Simplex  projectors  and  Western  Elec- 
tric sound  in  their  Main  Theatre,  Kermit, 
W.  Va.  Hunt  and  Moore  have  installed  Peer- 
less Magna  Arc  with  lamps  in  their  house 
at  Ripley,  Ohio. 

The  reissue  of  “Wuthering  Heights,”  dis- 
tributed by  Film  Classics,  returned  to  RKO 
Shubert’s  downtown. 

Westown  at  Bay  City 
Destroyed  by  Fire 

DETROIT — The  Westown  Theatre  at  Bay 
City  was  destroyed  by  fire  January  2.  Origin 
has  not  been  determined.  No  personal  in- 
juries were  reported.  The  house  was  a sec- 
ond run  theatre  operated  by  W.  S.  Butter- 
field Theatres.  It  contained  900  seats. 


Has  "Combat"  in  16MM 

PITTSBURGH — The  war  finance  commit- 
tee has  16mm  color  prints  of  OWI’s  “Combat 
America”  available  for  war  bond  shows.  This 
53-minute  subject  was  assembled  and  nar- 
rated by  Maj.  Clark  Gable,  who  was  behind 
the  camera  for  some  of  the  footage.  First 
public  showing  here  of  “Combat  America” 
will  be  a bond  admission  presentation  in 
Syria  Mosque  on  Tuesday,  January  23.  Re- 
sponsible groups  may  stage  special  bond 
drives  by  use  of  the  film,  obtainable  from 
WFC,  Oliver  Bldg.,  GRant  3915. 


Starts  "WAVES"  Buildup 

PITTSBURGH — Paramount’s  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES”  was  screened  Thursday  night 
last  at  the  exchange  for  Comdr.  C.  McK. 
Lynch,  local  chief  for  naval  office  procure- 
ment; Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  B.  Keckler,  who  di- 
rects naval  recruiting  in  this  area;  six  junior 
officers  and  20  WAVES.  The  special  show- 
ing was  arranged  by  Jim  Levine,  Paramount 
exploiteer.  All  WAVES,  SPARs,  marines  and 
Wacs  stationed  in  Pittsburgh  will  attend  a 
party  when  the  film  goes  into  release  here. 


To  Cast  of  "Power  of  the  Whistler" 

Cy  Kendall  has  been  added  to  the  cast 
of  “The  Power  of  the  Whistler”  at  Columbia. 


Audience  Has  View 
Of  Small  Pit  Fire 

DETROIT — A New  Year’s  Eve  fire  at  the 
Hollywood  Theatre,  second  largest  Detroit 
house,  did  very  little  damage  and  was  con- 
fined to  electrical  installations  in  a tunnel 
under  the  stage. 

The  house  had  a near  capacity  crowd  of 
3,500  at  the  time  of  the  fire  which  was 
discovered  and  handled  by  Stage  Manager 
Clarence  Apgar.  As  the  only  entrance  to 
the  tunnel  was  from  the  orchestra  pit,  in 
full  view  of  the  audience,  it  was  necessary 
to  bring  firemen  down  through  the  house 
to  fight  it. 

Apgar  ordered  up  the  house  lights,  and 
advised  the  audience  that  the  blaze  was  very 
small  and  not  dangerous  to  the  audience. 
The  crowd  accordingly  remained  seated  and 
the  show  was  resumed. 

The  management  of  the  house,  operated  by 
Lou  Cohen,  was  complimented  by  fire  de- 
partment officials  for  the  efficient  han- 
dling of  the  crowd. 

John  J.  Maloney  Heads 
Pitt  March  of  Dimes 

PITTSBURGH— John  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M’s 
central  division  manager,  has  accepted  the 
chairmanship  of  the  March  of  Dimes  drive 
for  the  distributors  division,  and  Morris  Fin- 
kel,  AMPTO  president,  has  been  named 
chairman  for  independent  theatres  of  the 
western  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  area. 

Distributors  met  recently  in  the  office  of 
M.  A.  Silver,  Warner  circuit  zone  manager 
and  WAC  co-chairman  for  the  motion  picture 
industry,  for  preliminary  discussion  of  the 
drive.  Harry  Greenman,  Loew’s  Penn  man- 
ager, who  turned  in  one  of  the  best  jobs  in 
the  United  States  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan 
drive,  will  be  in  charge  of  downtown  the- 
atres in  the  collections  for  the  fund  to  fight 
infantile  paralysis. 

As  in  former  war-supporting  and  home- 
front  efforts,  film  salesmen  will  be  assigned 
duties  by  their  branch  managers  under  the 
WAC  setup  for  participation  in  the  March 
of  Dimes  drive.  A pledge  meeting  was  held 
one  recent  afternoon  in  the  recreation 
room  of  the  Paramount  exchange  building. 

Last  year  theatre  collections  here  amount- 
ed to  $147,000.  This  year’s  goal  is  $200,000. 
Drive  dates  are  January  25  to  31. 


Pete  Inman  to  Hospital 

NEW  KENSINGTON— Walter  “Pete”  In- 
man, genial  steward  at  the  Theatrical  Mu- 
tual Ass’n  here,  has  entered  Veteran’s  Hos- 
pital, Aspinwall,  for  treatment.  A former 
steward  at  the  Tarentum  Elks,  644,  and  active 
in  the  VFW,  Pete  was  an  on-the-job  mem- 
ber of  the  Legion  drum  and  bugle  corps, 
Tarentum. 


Talk  "Victory"  and  "Keys" 

CLEVELAND— Jack  Schlaifer,  20th-Fox 
central  division  sales  manager,  and  James  J. 
Grady,  district  manager,  were  here  for  part 
of  the  week  conferring  with  Manager  I.  J. 
Schmertz  and  the  local  sales  force  on  re- 
lease policies  of  “Winged  Victory”  and  “Keys 
of  the  Kingdom.” 


Improve  at  Covington 

COVINGTON,  KY. — Workmen  recently  be- 
gan numerous  improvements-  at  the  Broad- 
way Theatre  here.  When  the  remodeling  is 
completed  the  showcase  will  contain  new 
rest  rooms,  a powder  bar,  a new  standee 
rail  and  an  enlarged  lobby. 
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GOVERNOR- ELECT  COOPERATES— Boston  gave  the  Ned  E.  Depinet  1945 
drive  a strong  publicity  break  by  having  Governor-Elect  Maurice  J.  Tobin  visit 
the  RKO  exchange.-  Shown  here  (1-r) : Harry  Gittleson,  assistant  to  the  western 
division  sales  manager  and  drive  lieutenant;  Nat  Levy,  RKO  eastern  division  sales 
manager;  Governor  Tobin;  Robert  Folliard,  drive  captain;  Ross  Cropper,  Boston 
branch  manager,  and  Gus  Schaefer,  northeastern  district  manager. 


Blue  Law  Stands  Up 
Patrons  at  Doors 

NEW  HAVEN — Angry,  crushed  patrons, 
forced  under  Connecticut’s  blue  laws  to  stand 
in  the  rain  as  much  as  an  hour  before  they 
could  enter  downtown  theatres  for  the  late 
midnight  New  Year’s  Eve  shows  at  12:01 
a.  m.,  tried  forcing  their  way  in  against  po- 
lice resistance  and  wound  up  with  seven 
known  downtown  casualties.  For  at  least  half 
an  hour  before  opening  time,  the  area  sur- 
rounding the  Loew’s  Poli,  where  the  crowd 
numbered  over  3,000,  was  filled  with  shrieks  of 
women  and  groans  of  men,  crushed,  hurt  or 
just  panicky. 

At  other  theatres  in  New  Haven  the  situa- 
tion was  the  same,  although  the  crowd  was 
slightly  less  large. 

Other  cities  in  Connecticut  relaxed  local 
enforcement  of  this  state  blue  law  and  crowds 
entered  theatres  in  orderly  fashion  well  in 
advance  of  the  midnight  show. 

New  Haven  downtowns  jointly  advertised 
in  the  press  that  doors  would  not  be  open 
before  12:01  in  observance  of  the  law,  but 
since  seats  were  not  reserved,  crowds  gath- 
ered early.  At  the  Loew’s  Poli,  the  first  rush 
of  patrons  into  the  lobbies,  broke  glass  in 
doors,  but  no  other  damage  was  reported. 

The  Roger  Sherman  was  the  only  one  of 
the  downtowns  to  start  the  85  cents  advanced 
New  Year’s  Eve  price  at  5 p.  m„  instead  of 
applying  it  to  the  midnight  show  only.  Pa- 
trons squawked  but  came  in  crowds. 

Joel  Levy  of  Loew’s,  New  York,  visiting  with 
the  Harry  Shaws,  and  Harry  LaVine,  man- 
ager of  Monogram,  were  pressed  into  service 
inside  the  Loew  Poli  theatre  once  the  patrons 
entered,  manning  the  center  aisle,  and  urging 
all  comers  to  walk,  not  run,  calmly  for  the 
nearest  seat  without  causing  any  further 
panic.  Both  men  had  some  interesting  ex- 
periences trying  to  pry  noisemakers  and  other 
disturbing  articles  loose  from  their  owners. 

Jim  Darby  of  the  Paramount  was  hit  in 
the  head  by  an  impatient  and  admiring  pa- 
tron. 

The  Poli  was  full,  but  other  houses  were 
near  full. 

Seven  years  ago  when  New  Year’s  Eve  last 
fell  on  a Sunday,  patrons  were  evidently 
much  less  interested  in  going  to  the  shows, 
and  no  complications  are  recalled. 

Manchester  Passes  Ban 
On  Theatre  Smoking 

MANCHESTER,  N.  H. — Sjnoking  in  licensed 
theatres  is  prohibited  here  under  an  ordi- 
nance passed  last  week  by  the  board  of 
aldermen. 

The  board  also  passed  another  measure 
which  regulates  the  licensing  of  circuses, 
carnivals,  amusements  and  entertainments. 

Such  regulations  have  been  under  consid- 
eration since  the  Cocoanut  Grove  night  club 
and  Ringling  Bros,  circus  fire  disasters  in 
Boston  and  Hartford. 

New  Hampshire  U.  Offers 
Projectionist  Course 

DURHAM,  N.  H. — Courses  were  offered  in 
radio  script  writing  and  the  operation  of 
motion  picture  projection  equipment  during 
the  annual  extension  service  conference  at 
the  University  of  New  Hampshire  here. 

The  instruction  was  given  in  connection 
with  the  laying  out  of  various  educational 
programs  to  be  conducted  throughout  the 
state  during  the  coming  year  by  county  agents 
of  the  New  Hampshire  extension  service. 


Second  Femme  Lead  in  "Over  21" 

The  second  femme  lead  in  Columbia’s  “Over 
21”  has  been  handed  Jeff  Donnell. 


Lowell  Clearance  Case 
Ended  by  Agreement 

NEW  YORK— The  L.  G.  M.  Memorial  The- 
atre Corp.,  operating  the  L.  G.  M.  Memorial 
Theatre,  Lowell,  has  withdrawn  a clearance 
complaint  against  Warners  which  was  filed 
in  the  Boston  tribunal  last  June.  A stipu- 
lation was  signed  signifying  that  the  com- 
plaint had  been  settled. 

In  the  original  complaint,  the  plaintiff 
sought  to  have  the  clearance  of  the  first 
and  second  runs  in  Lowell  reduced  to  28  days 
and  to  15  days  between  the  second  and  third 
run  houses.  The  L.  G.  M.  Memorial  followed 
the  Crown  Theatre,  which  in  turn  followed  by 
30  days  the  Rialto.  The  Lowell  first  runs 
had  a 60-day  clearance  over  the  Rialto. 

Terms  of  the  agreement  were  not  disclosed. 

Fine  Arts  Will  Reopen 
January  18  in  Boston 

BOSTON — The  Fine  Arts  Theatre  on 
Massachusetts  Avenue  at  Norway  St.  will  re- 
open January  18,  under  the  operation  of  John 
Markle  and  Leonard  Tuttle  Films  from  all 
European  studios  will  be  shown  continuously, 
according  to  the  policy  of  the  newly-organized 
Martu  Amusement  Corp.  A French  picture, 
“The  Open  Road,”  with  Victor  Francen  will 
be  the  initial  offering. 


Claude  E.  Frederick  Dies 

GREENFIELD.  MASS.— Claude  E.  Fred- 
erick, veteran  New  England  showman  and 
manager  of  the  Garden  Theatre  here  for 
more  than  ten  years,  died  of  a heart  attack 
in  his  office  last  week.  A native  of  St.  John, 
N.  B„  he  began  his  career  as  a vaudeville 
performer,  was  former  manager  of  the  Olym- 
pic in  New  Haven,  the  Capitol  in  Pittsfield 
and  the  Paramount  in  Brattleboro.  His  wife 
and  two  children  survive. 


Four-Way  Loew  Shift 

NEW  HAVEN — Michael  Stranger,  manager 
of  the  College  Theatre,  has  been  shifted  to 
Loew’s  White  Plains  for  the  six-week  stay  to 
replace  Whitey  Egbert,  who  goes  to  Loew’s 
Jersey  to  fill  in  for  George  Dumont,  on  leave 
of  absence.  At  the  Poli,  Waterbury,  Tito 
Lazari,  former  assistant  at  the  Bijou,  takes 
the  place  of  Samuel  Shubof,  who  is  substi- 
tuting for  Stranger  at  the  College  here. 


Joan  Woodbury  to  "Ten  Cents" 

Joan  Woodbury  has  been  inked  for  a fea- 
tured role  in  Columbia’s  “Ten  Cents  a Dance.” 


Thad  Barrows  Wins 
Office  28lh  Time 

BOSTON — Thad  C.  Barrows  was  elected 
president  of  IATSE  Local  182  here  for  the 
28th  consecutive  time  at  the  recent  annual 
election. 

Other  officers  elected  were  Joseph  Nuzzolo, 
vice-president;  Albert  F.  Moulton,  financial 
secretary;  Joseph  Rosen,  treasurer;  members 
of  the  executive  board,  Walter  Diehl,  Harold 
Kaitz,  James  O’Brien  and  President  Barrows. 
Barrows  has  been  chief  projectionist  at  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre  here  since  that  de  luxe 
4,400-seater  opened  nearly  20  years  ago.  He 
has  traveled  extensively  in  many  parts  of  the 
world. 

A1  Burks  Receives  Good 
News  From  His  Son 

(Frcm  Southern  Edition) 

CHARLOTTE — A1  Burks,  Metro  exploiteer, 
has  received  the  following  letter  from  his 
son,  Lieut.  George  S.  Burks,  who  was  seri- 
ously wounded  in  action: 

“As  you  can  see  by  my  dateline,  I’m  now 
in  England,  about  100  miles  from  London. 

“I  arrived  here  from  France  by  plane  on 
December  10  and  I should  be  here  for  about 
30  days  at  least.  At  the  end  of  my  con- 
valescent period  I’ll  probably  be  on  my  way 
back  to  the  good  old  Third  division  when 
I’m  again  pronounced  fit  for  duty. 

For  the  last  three  days  I’ve  been  able  to 
get  out  of  bed  and  walk  a few  steps  or  so, 
each  time  walking  a little  more.  You  can 
see  by  this  that  I’m  really  coming  along 
okay.  All  my  wounds  are  closed  and  the 
stitches  are  out  and  I’ll  be  as  good  as  new 
as  soon  as  I get  some  strength  and  weight 
back.  You  can  write  to  me  at  the  above 
address  until  I tell  you  to  change  again. 

“I’ve  received  my  Purple  Heart  already  and 
I sent  the  medal  home  to  Midge.  I’ve  also 
got  a Bronze  Star  coming  to  me  for  what 
they  call  ‘valorous  conduct  in  combat’  back 
at  Anzio  last  May.  When  I’ll  actually  get 
the  medal  itself,  I don’t  know.  Probably 
when  I get  back  to  my  old  outfit. 

“There’s  really  no  news,  hospitals  being 
rather  dull  places.  However,  I did  receive 
ten  Christmas  packages  before  I left  France, 
among  them  being  yours.  Thanks  a million 
for  everything,  especially  the  cigars.  Write 
soon,  as  I haven’t  received  a letter  from 
anyone  since  I was  hit.” 
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Joseph  Smith,  son  of  Harry  Smith  of  RKO, 
=*  was  reported  killed  in  the  war  in  France. 
The  father  previously  had  received  word  that 
his  son  was  missing  . . . Few  people  trekked 
for  New  York  this  year  for  New  Year’s  cele- 
brations . . . There  hasn’t  been  any  news  of 
the  men  in  the  service  from  the  Universal  in 
the  last  months. 

Ruth  Cummings  returned  to  work  after  a 
brief  illness  . . . Marthe  Errolle,  singer  and 
daughter  of  Ralph  Errolle,  well-known  opera 
singer,  is  at  the  Hotel  Statler  Terrace  room 
. . . The  Boston  Tub  No.  1 of  the  Tub  Thump- 
ers of  America  will  hold  a dinner  January 
16  at  the  Parker  House  . . . Norman  Ayers, 
district  manager  of  Warner  Bros.,  was  in 
from  New  York. 

Manager  William  Horan  of  Warners  here 
spent  the  New  Year  week  at  Worcester  . . . 
Jerry  Wechsler  has  been  in  Pittsburgh  visit- 
ing his  wife  and  two  sons  . . . Marty  Mullin, 
Sam  Pinanski  and  Fran  Venet  were  in  New 
York  recently  . . . Paul  Levi’s  offices  have 
been  moved  to  60  Scollay  Square  now. 

Ronney  Baumberg,  former  assistant  to  Max 
Nager  at  the  Olympia,  is  now  assistant  to 
Ben  Rosenberg  at  the  Metropolitan  . . . Henry 
Kolis,  former  assistant  manager  at  the  Metro- 
politan, has  become  manager  of  the  Frank- 
lyn  Park  in  Dorcester  . . . Mr.  Waserman,  dis- 
trict manager  of  M&P,  celebrated  his  68th 
birthday  with  a dinner  at  the  Hotel  Statler. 

While  waiting  four  hours  for  a train,  Art 
Moger,  Warner  publicist  and  amateur  car- 
toonist amused  himself  by  sketching  people, 
and  the  story  goes  sold  them  for  a quarter 
a sketch  to  the  various  models. 

Carole  Landis,  film  star  appearing  here  in 
“A  Lady  Of  ?”  at  the  Colonial,  celebrated  the 
New  Year’s  arrival  by  assisting  at  the  blood 
donor  center  . . . “This  Man’s  Navy”  was 
previewed  for  bookers,  salesmen  and  exhibi- 
tors at  the  Metro  screening  room  January  3 
. . . Alma  Freeman  of  the  M-G-M  contract 
department  spent  the  New  Year  weekend  in 
New  York. 

Harry  Welch  of  the  Playhouse,  Bartlett, 
N.  H.,  and  a Maine  theatre  owner,  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor  . . . Abe  Garbose  of  Athol, 
Mass.,  visited  at  the  Metro  exchange  . . . The 
Universal  offices  are  nearly  finished  and  the 
glass  brick  is  being  laid  around  the  new 
door  in  the  front. 

“Can’t  Help  Singing”  will  open  here  the  lat- 
ter part  of  this  month  and  big  grosses  are 
expected  according  to  the  Universal  office 


Northwest  Variety 
To  Endow  Hospital 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Northwest  Variety 
Club  membership  has  voted  unanimously  in 
favor  of  what  will  be  one  of  the  most  pre- 
tentious charity  projects  ever  undertaken  by 
any  Variety  Club — the  installation  and 
maintenance  of  a heart  hospital  here,  in- 
volving an  initial  expenditure  of  $150,000 
and  an  annual  contribution  of  $25,000.  A 
committee  now  will  proceed  to  inaugurate  a 
plan  for  raising  the  huge  sum. 

When  the  proposed  project  was  explained 
to  members  at  the  meeting  at  which  the 
1945  slate  of  officers  was  installed  there  was 
not  a dissenting  vote,  but,  rather,  a great 
amount  of  enthusiasm  was  evoked.  Officers 
construed  this  as  an  augery  of  the  project’s 
success. 

The  project  calls  for  the  purchase  of  an 
abandoned  local  school  for  $50,000  and  the 
equipping  of  it  at  a cost  of  $100,000.  The 
heart  hospital  then  would  be  turned  over  to 
the  University  of  Minnesota  medical  school, 
but  the  Variety  Club  would  contribute  $25,- 
000  a year  for  its  maintenance. 

This  will  be  the  Northwest  Variety  Club’s 
fourth  great  charity  project.  The  club 
raised  $25,000  for  European  war  sufferers 
and  $90,000  for  the  Sister  Kenny  Institute 
for  the  treatment  of  paralysis  and  for  two 
years  provided  free  milk  here  for  under- 
privileged families. 

The  club  was  reported  to  be  in  the  best 
financial  condition  in  its  history,  with  a 
substantial  balance  in  its  treasury. 


. . . District  Manager  James  Winn  of  United 
Artists  is  at  the  New  Haven  branch  office 
until  a successor  to  Bill  Shartin  is  named. 
Bill  was  promoted  to  the  UA  managership  in 
Pittsburgh. 

John  Dervin’s  son  John  jr.  has  recovered 
from  an  illness  . . . Phil  Engel,  UA  publicist, 
has  been  working  in  Quincy  on  the  opening 
of  “Since  You  Went  Away”  at  the  Adams 
Theatre  there  . . . Irving  Mendelson  has  re- 
ceived notification  to  report  for  his  army 
physical. 

Salesman  Nat  Ross,  recovered  from  a re- 
cent fall,  started  his  first  trip  in  three  weeks 
around  his  territory  . . . Harry  Weisenthal  of 
the  new  Laffmovie  Corp.  has  been  here  on 
local  Laffmovie  business.  Laffmovie  Corp.  will 
purchase  the  old  South  Theatre,  according  to 
reports  . . . "Hollywood  Canteen”  was  screened 
at  RKO  for  exhibitors  and  salesmen. 


VISITS  THE  BOSSES — Ensign  Elvin  Hatfield,  former  assistant  manager  of 
the  M&P  Houlton  Theatre  in  Houlton,  Me.,  visited  the  home  office  in  Boston  while 
on  leave  recently.  Hatfield  is  pictured  above  with  Sam  Pinanski,  M.  J.  Mullin  and 
Chester  Stoddard,  all  of  M&P. 


NEW  HAVEN 


\X7hile  downtowns  rang  in  the  New  Year 
gaily,  in  contrast  to  the  week  of  bad 
business  between  Christmas  and  New  Year’s, 
neighborhoods  continued  to  report  new  lows 
and  an  alarming  state  of  business  which  had 
existed  since  Labor  Day  . . . Rumors  continue 
that  Connecticut  will  have  at  least  25  new 
houses  the  moment  building  resumes  . . . 
Roger  Mahan,  Waterbury  exhibitor,  continues 
to  plan  his  “half-million-dollar  theatre”  for 
Waterbury. 

I.  J.  Hoffman,  WAC  chairman  for  Con- 
necticut’s film  men,  called  a first  March  of 
Dimes  meeting  for  the  territory  at  the  Hotel 
Taft  Friday  (5),  and  Loew-Poli,  Warner  and 
M&P  managers  locally  and  from  out  of  town 
attended,  as  well  as  independents  . . . Final 
figures  are  being  compiled  in  New  York  for 
the  theatre  sales  of  bonds  during  the  entire 
Sixth  War  Loan  . . . Tim  O’Toole,  Columbia, 
returned  from  a vacation  and  Harry  Olshan 
left  until  the  15th.  Harry  is  spending  a gay 
few  days  in  New  York. 

George  Comden  of  the  Fine  Arts,  Westport, 
and  Mrs.  Comden  were  in  for  the  opening  of 
a new  play  written  by  niece  Betty  Comden 
. . . The  J.  B.  Fishmans  were  hosts  to  Artist 
Sol  Wilson  of  New  York  and  several  others 
on  New  Year’s  Eve  ...  In  the  midst  of  all 
the  excitement  at  the  Poli  New  Year’s  Eve, 
a 14-foot  ladder  on  which  Frank  Esposito 
stood  to  change  marquee  lettering,  was  hit 
below  by  a passing  car  and  Esposito  jumped. 
His  companion  steadying  the  ladder  below, 
ducked  in  time  to  save  himself  and  catch 
Esposito  and  break  his  fall. 

Forest,  Allingtown,  starts  a new  68-week 
Virginia  Rose  chinaware  deal  for  Wednesdays. 
The  deal  is  from  the  Adolph  Johnson  office 
. . . Backstage  at  the  College  New  Year’s 
Eve,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Stranger,  Robert 
Wood  of  the  Roger  Sherman  and  other  mem- 
bers of  both  staffs  had  a little  gaiety  of  their 
own  . . . Milt  Hyams  of  Metro  is  back  from 
St.  Louis  where  he  spent  his  vacation  with  his 
new  granddaughter  . . . Mort  Katz  of  Metro 
was  out  with  a cold. 

Barney  Pitkin  and  Arthur  Titus  of  RKO 
were  in  Boston  for  a district  meeting  on  the 
new  drive  to  start  January  19  through  May  10 
. . . Ben  Simon  of  20th-Fox  was  in  Boston 
on  business  . . . Norman  MacKenzie,  travel- 
ing auditor  for  M&P,  was  in  to  glance  over 
the  Paramount  Theatre  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo 
Bonoff  of  the  Saybrook  and  Madison,  are 
making  annual  Florida  plans. 

In  the  Dreamland  a patron,  Angelo  An- 
nuziato,  refused  to  take  a seat,  insisted  on 
creating  a disturbance,  and  got  all  his 
friends  to  help  him  fight  the  police  when  it 
came  to  a showdown  . . . Still  no  manager  at 
United  Artists,  from  where  Bill  Shartin  left 
for  Pittsburgh  some  weeks  ago  . . . Sam  Sub- 
of  is  at  the  College  on  a temporary  manager’s 
assignment,  while  Manager  Michael  Stranger 
is  at  Loew’s  White  Plains  in  a four-way  shift 
after  the  leave  of  absence  of  George  Dumont 
from  Loew’s  Jersey. 

Charles  Kurtzman,  midwest  Loew’s  divi- 
sion manager,  was  in  for  a visit  with  Harry 
Shaw  . . . Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  division 
manager,  fell  in  his  home  and  will  have  his 
leg  in  a cast  for  some  weeks  . . . Young 
John  Kantaris  at  the  Rialto,  Stamford,  has 
been  drafted  . . . Earl  Morin,  state  police  in- 
spector, is  still  checking  up  on  theatre  re- 
pairs in  the  territory. 


To  Ropeat  Mother  Role  in  "Kiss" 

Katherine  Alexander  will  repeat  the  mother 
role  which  she  played  in  the  stage  version 
of  “Kiss  and  Tell,”  in  the  Columbia  film  by 
that  title. 
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TUToro  and  Yaconelli,  western  film  comics, 

^ made  a personal  at  the  Plymouth  . . . 
George  Gregory  has  resigned  from  the 
Plymouth’s  orchestra,  with  Julia  Goldberg 
substituting.  Maxine  George  will  be  the  per- 
manent replacement  . . . The  Warner  is  tied 
in  with  Station  WAAB  in  a radio  treasure 
hunt. 

More  than  1,100  children  attended  a party 
in  the  Rialto,  sponsored  by  the  Hebert  Amer- 
ican Legion  post  in  cooperation  with  Man- 
ager Ernest  Sharaf  . . . Mrs.  Gladys  Shana- 
han is  in  charge  of  candy  concession  at  the 
Family  ...  At  the  New  Year’s  Eve  dance 
at  the  Auditorium  promoted  by  Frank  Duffy, 
Vaughn  Monroe’s  orchestra  drew  more  than 
4,000  persons,  who  paid  $2  each.  The  band 
was  in  on  a $4,000  guarantee. 

Walberg  & Auge’s,  one  of  the  biggest  mu- 
sic stores  in  New  England,  is  operated  by 
Bernard  Walberg  and  Harry  Osgood,  both 
formerly  of  the  old  Plaza  . . . Frank  Ross’ 
search  for  a Salome  for  “The  Robe”  got  spe- 
cial attention  in  the  Evening  Gazette,  for 
Ross’  publicity  boss  is  Bill  Hebert,  formerly 
of  this  city. 

The  Plymouth  popped  into  the  news  col- 
umns once  again  when  hometowner  Barbara 
Pierce,  now  half  of  the  comedy  team  of  Lou 
Brown  and  Barbara,  played  the  theatre’s 
stage  . . . Bob  Portle,  manager  of  the  Elm 
Street,  reports  a second  week  for  “Something 
for  the  Boys,”  and  Manager  Alec  Davis  of 
the  Warner  reports  a holdover  on  “The  Prin- 
cess and  the  Pirate.” 

Billy  Robbins,  formerly  of  the  Poli  and 
the  Plymouth,  is  in  the  pit  band  playing 
for  the  new  Broadway  musical,  “Glad  to 
See  You”  . . . Stanley  Ormsby  has  resigned 
as  assistant  manager  of  the  Park  . . . The 
new  relief  cashier  at  the  Olympia  is  Mar- 
garet Williams. 

The  Playhouse  in  Ayer  conducted  a free 
show  for  the  children  of  the  town  . . . Har- 
old Maloney  manager  of  the  Poli  attended 
an  exploitation  meeting  in  Boston  . . . Bill 
Savage,  operator  at  the  Park,  was  ill  . . . The 
Plymouth  changed  its  amateur  night  pro- 
grams to  Wednesdays  for  two  weeks  dur- 
ing the  holidays. 

Henry  F.  Werner,  70,  who  led  the  orches- 
tra at  the  Marlboro  in  that  city  until  pit 
bands  were  dropped,  died  recently  in  his 
home  after  a two  months’  illness  . . . Lieut. 
Herbert  Bloom  was  up  from  the  south  to 
visit  his  ill  mother  and  his  wife,  Margaret 
Bloom,  cashier  at  the  Olympia  . . . Tom  Cal- 
lahan is  new  on  the  staff  at  the  Family. 

Managers  of  first  run  houses  report  ex- 
cellent attendance  at  the  New  Year’s  Eve 
midnight  shows  despite  some  of  the  worst 
weather  imaginable.  Several  houses  sold  out, 
including  one  deluxer  that  had  fallen  short 
of  this  goal  in  recent  years  . . . Lawson 
Daniels  of  this  city,  for  several  years  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  is 
on  a leave  of  absence  while  devoting  full 
time  to  serving  the  government. 


'Tokyo'  and  'Canteen' 
Lead  Good  '45  Bow 

NEW  HAVEN — New  Year’s  Eve  and  New 
Year’s  week  business  was  good  at  the  first 
runs,  with  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  at 
the  Loew’s  Poli,  “Hollywood  Canteen”  at  the 
Roger  Sherman,  and  “Frenchman’s  Creek” 
at  the  Paramount,  all  top-liners,  held  over 
for  a second  week.  Figures  do  not  include 
midnight  shows  which  in  most  cases  featured 
special  pictures. 

(Average  is  100) 

Bijou — Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (Rep);  End  of  the 


Road  (Rep)  105 

College — Something  for  the  Boys  (20ih-Fox); 

Unwritten  Code  (Col),  2nd  wk 110 

Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para) 118 

Poli — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 125 

Roger  Sherman — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 122 


First  Run  Trade  Off  at  Boston; 
"Serenade"  Is  Only  Newcomer 

BOSTON — The  first  run  business  was  off 
a little  last  week  since  the  holiday  boom. 
Holdovers  were  in  all  houses  except  the  Fen- 
way and  Paramount  where  “Lake  Placid  Sere- 
nade” opened.  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
at  the  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  attracted 
crowds  that  lined  the  streets  far  around  the 
corners.  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  con- 
tinued as  a holdover  at  the  Memorial  but 
business  was  not  up  to  the  first  week,  al- 
though considered  good  for  a holdover. 

The  Exeter,  swank  theatre  in  the  heart  of 
the  carriage  trade  district,  'had  an  unusually 
good  week  with  “Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling”  and 
“Dangerous  Journey.” 


Boston — Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  120 

Keith  Memorial — My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO);  Princess 

and  the  Pirate  (RKO),  3rd  wk 125 

Orpheum  and  State — Thirty  Seconds  Over 

Tokyo  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 130 

Paramount  and  Fenway — Lake  Placid  Serenade 

(Rep);  Army  Wives  (Mono)  120 

Majestic — Wuthering  Heights  (M-G-M) 120 

Exeter — Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox); 
Dangerous  Journey  (20th-Fox)  125 


The  Lights  Go  On  Again 
At  Halifax  Theatres 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

HALIFAX — After  five  years  of  being 
blacked  out  because  of  the  war,  the  lights 
are  going  on  again  at  local  theatres. 

Security  officials  recently  ruled  that  the 
ban  on  exterior  illumination  could  be  lifted 
because  chances  of  enemy  bombing  raids 
have  become  negligible. 

In  allowing  theatres  to  turn  on  the  lights, 
however,  the  officials  stipulated  that  some- 
one must  be  detailed  to  duty  near  light 
switches  controlling  outside  lights  to  snap 
them  off  at  sound  of  an  air  raid  siren. 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 


7J I report  from  the  state  prison  in  Concord 
says  that  film  magazines  and  “westerns” 
are  the  most  popular  literature  among  the 
inmates. 

Lloyd  Bridgham,  former  manager  of  the 
Broadway,  Dover,  and  now  a seaman  in  the 
navy,  spent  the  holidays  with  his  family  in 
Dover.  He  recently  was  transferred  from 
California  to  Floyd  Bennett  Field  in  New 
York. 

Elton  V.  Young,  son  of  Walter  Young,  own- 
er of  the  Strand,  Farmington,  who  has  been 
recovering  at  a veterans’  hospital  from  an 
illness  contracted  while  serving  with  the 
hospital  corps  in  England  about  a year  ago, 
has  been  visiting  his  family  in  Farmington. 
His  condition  is  much  improved. 

Ilene  “Jackie”  Woods,  former  Portsmouth 
singer,  who  appeared  in  many  northern  New 
England  theatres  in  1943  as  the  only  girl 
in  the  soldier  show,  “Keep  Mum,  Chum,” 
was  a recent  guest  of  President  and  Mrs. 
Roosevelt  at  Hyde  Park,  where  she  sang  at 
a new  service  men’s  canteen.  She  is  now  a 
New  York  radio  star. 

Armand  LaPointe  sr.,  a,  member  of  the 
Rochester  Little  Theatre  Players,  has  been 
named  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Rochester  Chamber  of  Commerce  mer- 
chants’ bureau. 

The  first  public  showing  of  the  color  sound 
film,  “Combat  America,”  directed  for  the 
army  air  forces  by  Clark  Gable,  was  held 
at  the  USO  in  Manchester  in  connection  with 
the  B29  bond  campaign. 

In  a discussion  of  agricultural  films  at  the 
extension  service  conference  in  Durham, 
George  Moore,  public  relations  director  of 
First  National  stores,  Boston,  stated  that 
city  folks  watch  eagerly  every  foot  of  film 
that  shows  them  the  sources  of  their  vital 
food  supply. 

“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  was  held 
over  at  the  State  in  Manchester. 


Case  to  Appeals  Court 

(From  Central  Edition) 

ST.  LOUIS — The  case  of  Ambassador 
Bldg.  Corp.,  appellant,  and  the  St.  Louis 
Ambassador  Theatre,  Inc.,  respondent,  has 
been  argued  and  submitted  in  the  court  of 
appeals.  It  may  be  some  time  before  that 
tribunal  announces  its  decision. 


NICE  WORK  IF  YOU  CAN  GET  IT— Air  Cadet  Emile  Coletti,  son  of  H.  W. 
Glidden,  M&P  Theatres’  accounting  department  head,  pays  a visit  to  Boston  head- 
quarters. Seated  from  I.  to  r.:  Ruth  Joseph,  Barbara  Copeland,  Coletti,  Mar- 
garet Fischer,  Glidden,  Tillie  Santangelo. 
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Burnoosed  RCA  Visitor  From  Bagdad 
Says  New  Arabia  Is  Film-Conscious 


(From  Eastern  Edition) 

CAMDEN,  N.  J. — In  ancient  Baghdad — 
home  of  the  Flying  Carpet  and  top  source 
for  American  film  story  material — the  cellu- 
loid romances  of  Hollywood  hold  prime  in- 
terest for  the  present-day  Bedouin,  ac- 
cording to  one  of  the  leading  motion  picture 
equipment  distributors  of  the  Middle  East. 

This  impression  of  modern,  film-conscious 
Arabia  came  from  Hafidh  Al-Kadi,  RCA  Vic- 
tor distributor  in  Iraq,  and  a member  of  the 
Iraq  delegation  which  attended  the  Inter- 
national Business  Conference  at  Rye,  N.  Y. 
Sayid  Hafidh,  who  distributes  RCA  motion 
picture  equipment  throughout  Iraq,  visited 
the  RCA  Victor  headquarters  in  Camden 
where  he  was  received  by  Jay  D.  Cook,  man- 
aging director  of  the  company’s  international 
department. 

“The  Arab  loves  motion  pictures  for  en- 
tertainment,” the  RCA  Victor  distributor 
said,  “and  the  business  is  flourishing  in 
Arabian  cities.  Ancient  Baghdad  alone  main- 
tains a dozen  fine  theatres.  At  present  there 
are  three  or  four  more  under  construction.” 

Enjoy  Films  in  Outdoors 

Being  a country  of  mild,  moonlit  nights, 
he  said  the  people  greatly  enjoy  seeing  films 
at  outdoor  theatres.  He  said  a half  dozen 
film  centers  of  Baghdad  are  of  this  type. 

“We  obtain  the  best  American  and  Eng- 
lish films  that  we  can  get,”  Sayid  Hafidh 
said.  “However,  our  own  Arabian  language 
films  are  also  very  popular  and  these  are 
produced  in  studios  at  Cairo.  The  Arabian 
moviegoer  doesn’t  seem  to  have  marked  pref- 
erence for  this  star  and  that  star,  liking  all 
the  boxoffice  favorites  impartially.  What  is 
more  important  to  them  is  a good  narrative.” 

Sayid  Hafidh’s  company  produced  for  the 
Iraq  government  the  film,  “Modern  Iraq,” 
which  was  shown  at  the  World’s  Fair  in 
New  York. 

Asked  what  his  own  preference  in  motion 
picture  stars  was,  he  said: 

“Oh,  I’m  strictly  an  admirer  of  Greta 
Garbo  and  I hope  to  see  her  when  I visit 
Hollywood  soon.” 

Hafidh  Al-Kadi  provided  oriental  color  on 
his  mission  to  America,  for  he  appeared  al- 
ways in  the  traditional  garb  of  an  Arab  chief. 
His  costume  is  a white  burnoose  or  robe, 
embroidered  with  gold;  the  Arab  headdress 
bound  by  a gold-appointed  rope;  and  wear- 
ing a gold  encased  dagger  and  chain  which 
is  the  symbol  of  his  position.  He  presented 
a silver  ceremonial  dagger  to  Cook. 

As  spokesman  for  the  Iraq  delegation 
which  toured  sections  of  the  RCA  Victor 
plant,  he  described  the  Arabian  kingdom  as 
being  very  prosperous  now  with  much  ac- 
tivity due  to  the  country’s  rich  oil  industry 
and  the  flow  of  United  Nations’  supplies  to 
Russia  and  the  Middle  East  through  Iraq’s 
port  of  Basra. 

Mother  Tries  to  Kill  Self 
And  Child  in  Show 

(From  Central  Edition) 

CHICAGO — Mrs.  Edith  Howe,  37,  recently 
took  poison  after  administering  it  to  her 
baby  in  McVicker’s  Theatre.  She  fled  down 
the  street  and  confessed  to  a traffic  officer. 
Mother  and  child  were  given  first  aid.  The 
child  was  taken  to  the  county  hospital  in 
serious  condition  and  the  mother  placed  in 
a psychopathic  ward.  She  blamed  marital 
discord  for  her  act. 


Stick  to  Finer  Films, 

Is  Plea  of  Editor 

BRIDGEPORT — The  following  editorial 
appeared  in  a recent  copy  of  the  Bridgeport 
Morning  Telegram: 

“Hollywood  Can  Do  It” 

“The  best  movie  of  the  year  which  has  just 
ended  is  believed  by  many  to  have  been 
‘Going  My  Way,’  the  happy  story  of  the 
lives  of  two  priests,  one  an  old  pastor  and 
the  other  a young  curate.  The  happy  days 
and  the  ordinary  human  difficulties  of  their 
parochial  life  brought  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  moviegoers  to  the  theatres  wher- 
ever the  picture  played. 

“Another  story  based  on  the  lives  of  priests 
has  reached  the  screens  of  popular  playhouses, 
Dr.  Cronin’s  ‘Keys  of  the  Kingdom.’  Both 
of  these  stories  are  in  movie  form  delightful 
examples  of  the  kind  of  entertainment  Holly- 
wood can  produce  if  it  is  so  minded.  It  is 
only  incidental  that  these  two  movies  dealt 
with  the  lives  of  priests.  The  same  actors, 
the  same  directors,  with  any  equally  good 
story  would  have  turned  out  stellar  per- 
formances. 

“The  contrast  between  such  productions 
against  what  is  commonly  referred  to  as 
‘typically  Hollywood’  makes  them  all  the 
more  striking.  ‘The  Robe,’  Lloyd  Douglas’s 
story  of  the  garment  that  Christ  wore  to  the 
gibbet  on  Calvary’s  hill,  is  being  filmed;  and 
the  great  religious  classic,  ‘The  Song  of 
Bernadette,’  based  on  Franz  Werfel’s  beau- 
tiful story  of  Lourdes,  is  still  playing  to  big 
audiences  throughout  the  "country. 

“These  inspirational  productions,  refreshing 
in  their  freedom  from  vulgarisms  and  their 
wholesome  messages  reflect  the  better  side 
of  Hollywood.  At  a time  when  the  death  of 
Lupe  Velez  and  the  story  which  led  to  her 
suicide  shocked  thousands  of  people  and  the 
trial  of  Charlie  Chaplin  serves  to  nauseate 
an  older  generation  which  once  laughed  long 
and  loud  at  his  other  antics,  the  pictures 
mentioned  above  serve  to  retain  the  public’s 
confidence  to  a marked  degree  in  Holly- 
wood’s productions. 

“If  there  is  any  need  of  a cleanup  in  Holly- 
wood, a fumigation  perhaps  of  its  baser  side, 
would  do  the  trick.  Movie  producers  have 
shown  time  and  again  they  have  the  brains 
and  the  entertainers  to  produce  clean,  whole- 
some, enjoyable  pictures.  It  is  a pity  that 
some  of  this  intelligence  and  masterful  di- 
rection is  not  applied  to  the  lives  of  a large 
segment  of  the  movie  acting  population.  Hol- 
lywood can  do  it  if  it  wants  to  and  earn  the 
gratitude  and  confidence  of  most  of  the 
American,  decent-living  public.” 

Laffmovie  Owners 
Add  Two  Theatres 

BOSTON — James  J.  Mage  and  Harold  Weis- 
enthal,  who  opened  the  Laffmovie  Theatre 
in  November,  last  week  completed  a deal  to 
take  over  a long  lease  on  the  Tremont  Thea- 
tre and  the  Old  South  Theatre,  both  former 
Liebermann  properties.  Old  South  will  make 
a tieup  with  the  Herald  Traveler  for  news- 
reels. The  Tremont  will  show  road  pictures 
and  Proven  Pictures. 


Optioned  for  Another  Six  Months 

Virginia  Welles  has  been  optioned  at  Para- 
mount for  another  six  months. 


Columnist  Turns  Poet 
To  Tease  Toronto 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

TORONTO — Roly  Young,  film  reviewer  of 
the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail,  turned  poet  at 
the  year’s  end  and  composed  a number  of 
nursery  rhymes  dealing  with  figures  and  in- 
cidents of  the  Canadian  film  trade.  His 
verses  have  had  the  Toronto  film  colony  in 
a jovial  holiday  mood. 

Among  the  best  of  the  ditties  was  the  verse 
for  Paul  Nathanson,  head  of  Odeon  The- 
atres of  Canada,  who  had  recently  entered 
into  partnership  with  J.  Arthur  Rank  of 
England: 

Paul,  Paul,  the  Nathanson, 

Stole  a march  and  away  he  run; 

They  say  he  ran  toward  the  bank 
Because  his  business  was  so  Rank! 

Another  verse  referred  to  President  J.  J. 
Fitzgibbons  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  who  is  called  “Father  Fitzgibbons,” 
the  name  given  to  the  role  of  priest  portrayed 
by  Barry  Fitzgerald  in  “Going  My  Way.” 
This  read: 

Father  Fitzgibbons,  come  home  with  me  now, 

The  clock  in  the  steeple  strikes  one; 

There's  hardly  a movie  in  Canada  now 
That's  not  Famous  ...  or  Odeon! 

Rivalry  between  Manager  Fred  Trebilcock 
of  Toronto’s  Shea’s  and  Manager  Tom  Daley 
of  the  Imperial  prompted  the  following: 

Who  killed  Fred  Trebilcock's  robin? 

"I,"  said  Tom  Daley.  “I  did  so  gaily, 

'Cause  I don't  like  the  way 
That  customers  pay 
For  the  movies  they  play 
At  the  house  named  for  Shea!" 

News  Man  Commends  One 
USO  Troupe  in  CBI  Area 

HARTFORD— Cpl.  James  F.  Wall,  well 
known  former  staff  member  of  the  Times, 
is  now  with  the  air  force  in  Burma.  He  for- 
wards an  unsolicited  tribute  to  an  overseas 
USO  show  headed  by  Pat  O’Brien  and  Jinx 
Falkenburg. 

“I’m  sure  I speak  for  all  the  Burma 
Banshees  when  I say  they  are  the  most  ‘real’ 
people  we’ve  seen  since  we  left  those  United 
States  over  18  months  ago.  These  six  enter- 
tainers gave  unstintingly  of  their  time  and 
talents:  Miss  Falkenburg,  O’Brien,  who  re- 
called, by  the  way,  having  played  Parsons 
Theatre  in  Hartford;  Ruth  Carrol,  a singer; 
Betty  Yeaton,  a dancer;  Harry  Brown,  father 
of  Actor  Tom  Brown,  and  a red-headed 
guitarist  named  Jimmy  Dodd.  The  show 
was  tops  because  it  was  good  clean  fun  and 
the  performers  were  ace-high  personalities. 
Credit  must  go  to  the  feminine  ‘members 
for  their  willingness  to  play  the  roughest 
theatre  in  the  world,  the  China-Burma-India 
sector.  They  made  us  feel  like  little  tin  gods 
by  their  open-hearted  earnestness  to  serve 
us;  no  big-time  Charlie  stuff  about  any  one 
of  this  troupe. 

“Scores  of  GIs  had  been  disappointed  with 
previous  film  stars  who  had  not  fulfilled 
contracts.  Troupers  like  Joe  E.  Brown  and 
Paulette  Goddard  went  over  big  but  the 
Roundup  indicted  Jo^i  McCrea,  A1  Jolson  and 
others  who  never  even  arrived  in  CBI.  I 
questioned  Pat  O’Brien  about  the  60-day  con- 
tract and  he  said  he  didn’t  know  anything 
about  it.  ‘I  signed  a commitment  to  do  a 
number  of  bookings,’  he  said,  ‘and  I’m  not 
going  home  until  I’ve  fulfilled  my  obliga- 
tions even  if  it  takes  120  days.  I’ve  been 
treated  very  well,  and  the  GIs  in  this  thea- 
tre are  wonderful.  I get  a big  kick  out  of 
doing  whatever  I can.’  ” 


To  Debut  in  "Weekend  at  Waldorf" 

Mitzie  Uhlein,  former  model,  is  set  to 
screen  debut  in  Metro’s  “Weekend  at  the 
Waldorf.” 
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Johnny  Long  Leases 
Four  From  Cameron 

DALLAS — One  of  the  major  theatre  deals 
in  recent  years  was  completed  last  week 
when  J.  G.  Long  of  Bay  City  leased  four 
theatres  here  on  a longtime  deal  from  P.  G. 
Cameron,  They  are  the  Peak,  Airway,  Grove 
and  the  new  Urban,  now  under  construction 
to  replace  the  house  destroyed  by  fire  last 
year. 

J,  P.  Price  will  continue  as  manager  at  the 
Peak.  Albert  Cameron  will  manage  the  Grove 
and  R.  J.  Yowell  will  manage  the  Airway. 
Dallas  Associated  Theatres  is  the  name  of 
the  operating  company  for  the  four  houses. 
Glenn  McClain,  a Long  employe,  heads  the 
new  Dallas  company. 

Theo  Routt,  booker  for  the  Long  circuit, 
will  book  the  newly  acquired  houses,  with 
buying  to  be  done  by  J.  G.  Long  Theatres, 
Bay  City. 

Cameron,  his  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
Claude  Connell,  former  manager  of  the 
Grove,  left  for  Santa  Monica,  where  they 
will  establish  a home  and  where  “P.G.”  will 
probably  buy  additional  theatres.  A number 
of  years  ago  Cameron  owned  several  theatres 
and  apartment  houses  on  the  west  coast  but 
sold  them  to  concentrate  on  his  holdings  at 
home. 

Long  operates  three  neighborhood  theatres 
in  Houston.  He  has  a total  of  54  theatres 
in  smaller  Texas  towns.  Holdings  of  this 
swiftly  expanding  operator  lie  mostly  in 
southeast  Texas.  This  city  marks  his  north- 
eastern boundary  of  operations.  Weatherford 
and  on  out  to  Coleman  mark  the  northwest 
Texas  boundary. 

Mrs.  Morris  Schulman 
Puts  Bonds  Over  Top 

BRYAN,  TEX. — Mrs.  Morris  Schulman,  op- 
erator of  the  Palace,  Queen  and  Dixie  the- 
atres in  an  affiliation  with  Jefferson  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  set  up  a record  in  this  part  of  the 
state  for  promotion  of  war  bond  sales  in 
her  theatres  during  the  Sixth  War  Loan. 
During  early  stages  of  the  drive  a story  ap- 
peared on  page  one  of  the  Bryan  Eagle  saying- 
sale  of  E bonds  were  lagging.  On  page  two 
was  a half  page  illustrated  advertisement, 
paid  for  by  the  Palace  Theatre,  urging  read- 
ers “to  get  behind  the  march  to  Berlin  and 
Tokyo  by  buying  bonds.” 

At  a later  date  Mrs.  Schulman  held  Free 
Movie  Days  in  her  three  houses  and  a war 
bond  premiere  at  the  Palace.  These  and 
other  activities  accounted  for  the  biggest  part 
of  the  war  bond  quota  of  nearly  $1,000,000  for 
Brazos  County. 

In  addition  to  carrying  regular  two  column 
spaces  in  the  newspaper  on  current  attrac- 
tions, Mrs.  Schulman  used  much  larger  dis- 
play spaces  for  Free  Movie  Day  and  the 
premiere. 

Fritz  H.  Thomas  Named 
Red  Cross  Chairman 

HUNTSVILLE,  ALA.— Fritz  H.  Thomas, 
manager  of  local  Crescent  Amusement  Co. 
theatres  and  president  of  the  Huntsville 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  has  been  elected 
chairman  of  the  Huntsville  and  Madison 
County  chapter  of  the  Red  Cross. 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Barrow  Dies 

ATLANTA — Mrs.  J.  W.  Barrow  of  Bowden, 
Ga.,  mother  of  Charlie  King,  Bach  Theatres, 
died  last  week  of  a heart  attach.  She  and 
her  husband  had  celebrated  their  57th  wed- 
ding anniversary  Christmas  Day. 


Of  Tri-State 

MEMPHIS — All  along  the  road  of  1945,  with 
its  expected  jammed  theatres  and  busy  box- 
offices,  there  will  be  stumbling  blocks  in  the 
form  of  tighter  gasoline  restrictions,  higher 
taxes  and  a further  depletion  in  manpower. 

That  was  the  conclusion  of  delegates  to  the 
two-day  annual  convention  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  Arkansas,  Mis- 
sissippi and  Tennessee,  held  here  Sunday  and 
Monday,  January  7-8. 

“But  whatever  the  situation  we  will  meet 
it  with  a smile,”  M.  A.  Lightman  sr„  presi- 
dent of  Malco  Theatres,  Inc.,  and  chief 
barker  of  the  Variety  Club,  said  in  a talk 
at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

“We  feel  no  hardship  can  compare  with 
what  our  boys  are  doing,”  he  asserted.  “We 
will  face  every  crisis,  and  be1  glad  to  do  our 
part  in  war  bond  drives  and  other  patriotic 
undertakings.  We  feel  that  other  industries 
should  assume  the  same  attitude.” 

Elect  New  Officers 

The  two-day  discussion  of  theatre  prob- 
lems was  climaxed  by  election  of  J.  A.  West, 
owner  of  the  Hollywood  Theatre  here,  as 
president  of  the  tri-state  association  for 
1945. 

Vice-presidents  elected  were: 

For  Arkansas — W.  E.  Malin,  Augusta. 

For  Tennessee — W.  F.  Ruffin,  Covington. 

For  Mississippi — Sank  Taylor,  Laurel. 

B.  V.  McDougal,  Monticello,  Ark.,  was 


MPTO 

elected  chairman  of  the  board  and  E.  R. 
Gillette,  owner  of  the  Bristol  here,  was 
elected  secretary-treasurer. 

Arkansas  directors  elected:  W.  L.  Landers, 
Batesville;  Claude  Mundo,  Little  Rock;  L.  F. 
Haven  sf.,  Forrest  City;  Jack  Rhodes,  West 
Memphis,  Ark.;  Sidney  Wharton,  Warren, 
and  Emma  Cox,  Osceola. 

Mississippi  directors:  R.  X.  Williams,  Ox- 
ford; W.  A.  Rush,  Houston,  and  Raymond 
Goodman,  Starkville. 

Tennessee  directors:  M.  A.  Lightman  sr„ 
Memphis;  Dave  Flexer,  Memphis  (and  in  his 
absence  while  serving  in  the  merchant  ma- 
rine, his  wife) ; Miss  Louise  Mask,  Bolivar, 
Tenn. 

National  MPTOA  director — W.  F.  Ruffin. 

Lightman  told  of  the  work  of  theatres  in 
recruiting  nurses  and  described  the  motion 
picture  show  as  “the  most  comfortable  place 
in  the  world.  You  can  talk  to  the  President 
and  he  can  talk  to  you.  You  can  hiss  Hitler. 
The  show  furnishes  the  finest  education 
and  the  finest  amusement.” 

Ponder  Tax  Menace 

The  theatre  owners  spent  much  time  dis- 
cussing the  continuing  trend  to  pile  state 
and  local  taxes  on  theatre  admissions  and 
early  in  the  convention  agreed  that  a pro- 
posed ten  per  cent  provisional  tax  now  un- 
der discussion  by  Congress  would  have  to 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


TRI-STATERS  RAISE  $5,000  FOR  MILK  BANK— First  day  of  the  two-day 
convention  of  the  MPTO  of  Arkansas,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  was  given  over 
to  attendance  at  Roy  Acuff’s  hillbilly  show  in  Memphis,  where  more  than  $5,000 
was  raised  for  the  Variety  Club’s  mother’s  milk  bank. 

In  the  top  picture,  the  general  public  and  MPTOA  delegates  attending  the 
Acuff  performance,  to  the  tune  of  8,000  strong.  Below  at  left:  Acuff  passing 
out  autographs  to  his  young  admirers.  The  Tri- Staters  saw  to  it  that  all  crippled 
children  saw  the  show.  At  right:  “You  were  terrific,”  says  M.  A.  Lightman  sr. 
to  Acuff.  “You’re  doing  all  right  yoprself,”  the  radio  star  replies. 
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(Concluded  from  preceding  page) 

be  passed  on  to  the  patrons. 

“Should  this  new  tax  become  a law  the 
motion  picture  industry  would  be  burdened 
under  a 30  per  cent  tax,”  C.  C.  Mundo,  Little 
Rock,  president  of  the  ITO  of  Arkansas, 
asserted. 

He  pointed  out  other  pitfalls  confronting 
the  industry  diming  the  coming  12  months 
and  said:  “Tighter  gasoline  restrictions  will 
make  it  harder  for  civilians  to  attend  the 
theatres.” 

“In  addition  to  new  federal  taxes  we  are 
susceptible  to  new  taxes  by  the  states,”  he 
said.  “While  4F  reclassification  has  already 
seriously  depleted  our  manpower,  we  expect 
our  manpower  to  be  further  curtailed  this 
year.” 

“Cultivate  Local  Press” 

Claude  Lee,  Paramount’s  director  of  public 
relations,  said  that  theatre  men  should  un- 
derstand the  failure  of  newspapers  to  use 
releases  due  to  space  limitations  and  work 
more  closely  with  the  press  to  develop  the 
local  angle. 

Lee  expressed  the  opinion  that  television 
will  never  be  as  clear  as  motion  pictures, 
although  great  strides  were  to  be  expected 
immediately  following  the  war. 

“Some  new  inventive  genius  will  no  doubt 
come  along  and  improve  pictures  at  the  same 
time,”  he  said. 

Duke  Clark,  Paramount  district  manager, 
said  that  in  1931  it  took  a year  for  a top 


picture  to  reach  the  public,  where  it  is  now 
accomplished  in  30  days. 

Four  resolutions  were  adopted: 

(1)  Hoping  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  Ed 
Kuykendall,  national  MPTO  president, 
seriously  ill  at  his  Columbus,  Miss.,  home. 

(2)  Thanking  the  Variety  Club  for  making 
the  convention  a success. 

(3)  Thanking  Roy  Acuff,  hillbilly  enter- 
tainer, for  staging  two  shows  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Variety  Club’s  mother’s  milk  bank. 

(4)  Expressing  hope  for  complete  victory 
over  our  enemies  in  1945  and  pledging  the 
complete  cooperation  of  the  theatres  in  all 
patriotic  undertakings. 


Lack  of  space  prevents  use  in  this  issue 
of  a column,  “Highlights  of  the  MPTO 
Convention.”  It  will  appear  next  week. 

", Hitch-Hiking " Car  Gets 
Lift  Across  Texas 

DALLAS — P.  G.  Cameron,  Dallas  show- 
man, accompanied  by  his  wife  and  motor 
car,  returned  from  a trip  to  California 
last  week  in  a cattle  truck. 

The  car  broke  down  near  Colorado 
City,  Tex.,  and  the  Dallas  theatrical  man 
was  unable  to  get  it  repaired. 

So  he  leased  a large  cattle  truck,  ran 
the  car  up  into  the  truck  bed  and  he 
and  Mrs.  Cameron  piled  into  the  truck 
cab  and  finished  their  journey. 

“Who  else  but  P.  G.  would  think  of 
‘hitch-hiking’  a ride  for  his  automobile?” 
a friend  asked. 


Twenty-Seven  Loan 
Workers  Honored 

DALLAS — An  appreciation  luncheon  was 
given  last  Friday  (5)  at  the  Variety  Club  by 
Henry  Reeve,  national  co-chairman  of  the 
WAC,  for  27  outstanding  workers  who  made 
the  Sixth  War  Loan  so  successful  in  Texas. 

John  Q.  Adams,  state  chairman  of  the 
WAC,  congratulated  the  workers  for  their 
fine  showing.  He  outlined  plans  for  the 
forthcoming  March  of  Dimes  campaign.  J.  B. 
Underwood,  state  distributor  chairman,  asked 
the  aid  of  the  war  bond  workers  in  putting 
over  the  Dimes  campaign. 

Present  besides  Reeve  and  Adams  were  Phil 
Isley,  co-chairman  with  Adams;  Underwood, 
Mon  Whitcher,  Burtis  Bishop,  LeRoy  Bickel, 
Charley  Wise,  A1  Pickett,  F.  W.  Allen,  Wal- 
lace Walthall,  Cecil  House,  Duke  Clark,  Sol 
Sachs,  E.  S.  Olsmith,  John  Franconi,  N.  J. 
Colquhoun,  Lynn  Stocker,  Clifford  Porter, 
S.  L.  Oakley,  Forrest  Nine,  J.  E.  Mitchall, 
Bob  Kelley,  Frank  Shelby,  and  Miss  Winifred 
Cutler,  who  has  been  doing  WAC  work  since 
the  organization  was  started  early  in  the  war 
and  who  was  the  only  woman  guest.  Silver 
Medals  of  Honor  were  awarded  by  Reeve  to 
each  of  his  27  guests. 


Pena  Buys  Cole  Theatre 

NEW  BRAUNFELS,  TEX.— Grady  Cole  has 
sold  his  Cole  Theatre  to  Alfred  Pena,  former 
projectionist  at  the  Palace  in  San  Antonio, 
who  has  taken  charge.  In  recent  years  the 
theatre  has  catered  mostly  to  Mexican  pa- 
trons. 


Your  Inquiries 
Are  Always 


WELCOME! 


We  may  not  be  able  to  help 
you,  but  well  tell  you  "No”  in 
such  a nice  way  you  ll  be  glad 
you  asked  us. 
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W.  D.  Nevills,  Dallas 
Film  Pioneer,  Dies 

DALLAS — William  David  Nevills,  resident 
of  Dallas  50  years  and  one  of  the  real  pio- 
neers of  the  industry,  died  at  his  residence 
on  Gaston  Ave.  and  was  buried  in  Oakland 
cemetery  following  special  services  at  the 
George  A.  Brewer  funeral  home. 

Known  widely  throughout  the  trade  to 
early  day  showmen  and  distributors  of  silent 
films  as  “Billy,”  he  at  one  time  owned  and 
operated  five  theatres  in  downtown  Dallas. 
First  was  the  Washington,  pioneer  picture 
palace  of  this  city.  Others  were  the  Princess, 
Empire,  Favorite  and  Nickelodeon. 

Nevills  formed  a partnership  with  L.  G. 
Bissinger  at  the  Washington  and  later  in  the 
Gayety,  one  of  the  early  vaudeville  houses. 
Nevills  is  survived  by  his  wife. 

Metro  Scout  Continues 
Hunt  for  Puny  Boy 

SAN  ANTONIO — Mothers  with  frail  sons 
and  Hollywood  aspirations  were  asked  to  call 
on  E.  B.  Coleman,  talent  scout  for  M-G-M, 
at  the  Gunter  Hotel  over  last  weekend.  He 
was  looking,  again  for  the  boy  to  play  Jodie 
in  “The  Yearling”  which  will  star  Spencer 
Tracy. 

With  a never-say-die  spirit,  the  Holly- 
wood studio  will  make  another  attempt  to 
film  the  Marjorie  Kinnan  Rawlings  novel. 

Two  years  ago,  after  a nationwide  search 
rivaling  the  hunt  for  Scarlet  O’Hara,  they 
found  the  boy  and  shot  200,000  feet  of  the 
film,  but  the  kid  grew  like  a weed  and  soon 
was  bigger  than  Tracy.  The  film  and  a half 
million  dollars  went  into  the  ashcan.  Said 
Coleman:  “We  need  an  anemic-looking  boy 
about  10  or  11  years  old  with  no  acting 
experience.  He  should  be  about  five  feet  tall 
with  corn-colored  hair  and  blue  eyes.  He 
should  have  a love  for  animals.  We’re  really 
going  to  make  the  picture  this  time.” 

If  he  finds  any  likely  candidate  among 
San  Antonio  youths  he  will  recommend 
screen  tests  to  Billy  Grady,  casting  director 
at  M-G-M  on  the  west  coast.  While  here, 
Coleman  also  will  present  a bathing  suit  to 
Miss  Betty  Flak,  San  Antonio  girl  who  won 
the  title  of  “Miss  Texas”  in  the  beauty 
contest  for  “Miss  America.”  Because  of  the 
war,  the  girls  will  not  make  the  trip  to  At- 
lantic City.  Their  photographs  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  a committee  of  beauty  experts. 
Last  year,  Coleman  discovered  Jo  Ann  Den- 
nison of  Tyler,  who  became  Miss  America 
of  1944. 


ARKANSAS 

The  Tuckerman  Theatre,  Tuckerman,  owned 
by  Carl  Christian,  was  destroyed  recently 
by  fire  that  started  from  an  overheated 
stove.  Practically  everything  was  lost  except 
the  machines  in  the  booth.  Christian  said 
he  hoped  to  rebuild  the  theatre  immediately. 

J.  C.  Harkey  of  Film  Transit,  Inc.,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Memphis  branch.  He 
had  been  with  the  Little  Rock  branch  more 
than  seven  years  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  “Bud” 
Smith  and  family  of  St.  Louis  have  returned 
home  after  spending  the  holidays  here  with 
Mrs.  Smith’s  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Busby  of  PRC. 

Miller  Souheaver,  former  projectionist  at 
the  Best  Theatre  in  England,  is  now  a ma- 
rine . . . G.  W.  “Dink”  Jones  of  the  New 
Theatre,  Lonoke,  has  received  his  long- 
expected  draft  call.  He  will  report  for  his 
physical  soon. 


OKLA.  CITY 


glackie”  Blackstone  of  Warners’  sales  staff 
is  soon  to  get  one  of  those  war  dogs  the 
army  is  releasing.  Blackie  stated  that  he 
will  be  a swell  dog  to  own  and  to  have 
around  his  place  . . . Ebb  Walker  of  PRC 
has  been  “batching”  during  his  wife’s  ab- 
sence in  Georgia  where  she  is  helping  her 
parents  celebrate  their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary. Ebb  is  very  elated  over  the  ex- 
cellent grosses  that  his  pictures,  “I’m  From 
Arkansas”  and  “The  Town  Went  Wild”  are 
doing. 

Mary  Ellen  Graham  of  Warners  has  an- 
nounced her  marriage  to  Sgt.  Harry  Norvell. 
She  expects  to  leave  here  soon  in  company 
with  her  soldier-husband  . . . Carl  Coff- 
man, former  shipper  for  National  Screen 
Service,  was  in  to  see  the  old  gang  while  on 
a 17-day  leave  from  the  USS  Bunker  Hill 
on  which  he  saw  action  in  nine  naval  battles 
...  A letter  from  Capt.  Joel  Holcomb  to 
Gilbert  Clark  of  NSS,  reveals  Joel  now  is 
in  New  Guinea.  It  is  now  midsummer  there 
and  Joel  says  the  tropic  heat  is  almost  un- 
bearable. Joel’s  wife  and  child  are  now 
living  in  Sacramento,  Calif. 

Gilbert  Clark  of  NSS  advises  that  exhibi- 
tor laxity  in  returning  the  tins  that  enclosed 
the  Sixth  War  Loan  trailers  is  causing  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  his  company’s  ship- 
ping the  new  March  of  Dimes  trailers.  He 
urges  all  exhibitors  to  return  the  tins 
promptly. 

D.  H.  Blair  has  taken  over  the  operation 
of  the  Kiamichi  Theatre  in  Clayton  . . . 
John  Gray  of  Chickasha  has  been  worrying 
about  his  shortage  of  popcorn  seasoning  . . . 
Norene  Pastore,  teletypist  in  the  NSS  De- 
troit office,  came  here  to  ,see  her  husband 
at  Will  Rogers  Field.  She  dropped  in  the 
local  office.  Her  husband  is  an  engine 
specialist  on  B24s. 

C.  J.  Travis  has  opened  a theatre  in  Eakly 
. . . T.  N.  Childress,  former  owner  of  the  Ritz 
in  Pawnee,  is  the  new  owner  of  the  Coving- 
ton Theatre  in  Covington  . . . C.  S.  Mc- 
Dowell has  sold  the  Buffalo  Theatre  in  Buf- 
falo to  Walter  B.  Shuttee  of  Cherokee. 
Shuttee  owns  and  operates  the  two  theatres 
in  Cherokee. 

Elmo  Rankin  has  purchased  the  Rex  in 
Custer  from  C.  A.  Kelly  and  changed  the 
name  to  the  Elmo  . . . Tulsa  now  has  a new 
colored  theatre  which  is  operated  by  Harold 
Anderson  . . . H.  B.  Lord  has  reopened  his 
Tuttle  Theatre  following  a rebuilding  after 
a recent  fire  . . . W.  R.  Barbee  of  Reydon 
visited  the  Row  for  the  first  time  since 
leaving  the  hospital. 

Among  the  numerous  visitors  on  the  Row: 
C.  M.  Funk  of  Guymon,  Glen  Dalton  of  Yale, 
Herb  Boehmm  of  Watonga,  C.  S.  McDowell 
of  Buffalo,  Waite  Kerr  of  Sulphur,  H.  B. 
Lord  of  Tuttle,  Jack  Pierce  of  Stigler,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  Jestes  of  Pawnee,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Mullens  of  Fletcher,  Don  Abernathy  of  Fair- 
view,  Wesley  Hodges  of  Anadarko,  Roy  Ellis 
of  Caddo,  T.  N.  Childress  of  Covington,  A.  J. 
Sigmund  of  Lexington,  C.  S.  Rose  of  Mays- 
ville,  John  Gray  of  Chickasha,  Paul  Gay  of 
Shawnee,  J.  E.  Jones  of  Sand  Springs,  Mrs. 
Ida  Hanes  of  Wanette,  W.  M.  Miller  of 
Gotebo,  T.  A.  Ashmore  of  Lawton,  Mrs.  F.  L. 
Norton  of  Shattuck,  J.  C.  Smock  of  Hinton, 
S.  P.  Doss  of  Eufaula,  and  H.  S.  MacMurray 
of  Dumas,  Tex. 


Featured  Role  to  Billie  Burke 

A top  featured  role  in  Republic’s  “The 
Amazing  Mr.  M”  has  been  awarded  Billie 
Burke. 
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INTO  NEW  QUARTERS — Modern  Theatre  Equipment  Co.  in  Dallas  has 
moved  into  new  and  larger  quarters  at  214  S.  St.  Paul  St.,  just  a short  distance 
from  the  heart  of  Filmrow. 

In  the  top  photograph  the  front  of  the  building  indicates  the  modernistic 
motif  that  prevails  throughout.  Center:  the  attractive  principal  showroom,  and 
at  bottom  the  well-equipped  repair  shop. 

All  types  and  makes  of  projection  room  equipment  are  handled  in  the  shop, 
while  the  company  itself  is  exclusive  Texas  distributor  of  Motiograph  projectors, 
Mirrophonic  sound  systems,  Ashcraft  arc  lamps  and  rectifiers,  Robin  Imperial 
generators,  Da-Lite  screens  and  Ideal  Seating  Co.  chairs. 


Mobile  Unit  Brings  Joy 
To  Over  4,000  Children 

CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. — J.  Sam  Hinson,  chair- 
man- of  the  Variety  Club  mobile  unit,  reports 
54  screenings  for  over  4,000  shutins  for  the 
year  1944.  Included  were  three  screenings 


at  the  polio  center  at  Hickory.  Hinson  said 
the  first  1945  screening  was  for  the  children 
who  are  victims  of  polio  at  the  Memorial 
Hospital  The  Variety  Club  also  has  arranged 
for  weekly  screenings  at  the  polio  center  in 
Hickory.  These  screenings  will  be  handled  by 
Arnold  Coffey,'  manager  of  J.  F.  Miller’s 
Carolina  Theatre  there. 


HENRY  S.  SORENSON 

new  equipment  house  is  only  a short  distance 
from  the  exchanges,  virtually  a stone’s  throw, 
in  fact. 

For  nearly  three  decades  Sorenson,  known 
familiarly  to  thousands  of  exhibitors  as 
“Hank,”  has  been  serving  the  southwestern 
trade.  Moreover,  he  has  been  on  the  “other 
side  of  the  fence,”  having  been  an  exhibitor, 
projectionist  and  at  one  time  when  he  was 
quite  young,  an  actor. 

Sorenson’s  experience  in  the  equipment 
field  dates  back  to  1916,  when  he  joined  Ned 
Depinet  in  the  supply  department  of  Con- 
solidated Film  and  Supply  Co.,  selling  pro- 
jectors by  day  and  repairing  machines  by 
night.  He  is  a veteran  disciple  of  Izaak  Wal- 
ton and  a hunter  of  no  mean  ability,  as  well 
as  an  all-around  sportsman. 

Former  Little  Rock  PRC 
Employe  Gets  a Star 

LITTLE  ROCK— Capt.  H.  E.  Wortsmith, 
former  employe  of  B.  F.  Busby  of  PRC  here, 
was  featured  in  a front  page  article  of  Stars 
and  Stripes  for  his  capture  of  five  Germans 
and  destruction  of  two  enemy  tanks  in 
France.  The  article  in  the  army  newspaper 
follows: 

“The  town  looked  like  a good  spot  to  set  up 
a command  post  for  their  Sixth  armored 
division  unit,  but  it  was  still  held  by  the 
German  tanks  and  infantry. 

“Capt.  H.  E.  Wortsmith  of  North  Little 
Rock.  Ark.,  went  forward  on  foot,  spotted 
two  enemy  tanks  and  called  up  tank  de- 
stroyers which  knocked  out  both.  When 
Worthsmith  entered  the  town  with  the  in- 
fantry, he  saw  some  Germans  run  into  a 
house  cellar.  Wortsmith  picked  up  a rock, 
threw  it  in  the  cellar  and  yelled  ‘grenade’! 
Two  Nazi  officers  and  three  others  walked 
out  with  their  hands  raised.” 

Captain  Wortsmith  received  a star  for  this. 
In  a letter  received  by  his  wife  recently,  the 
joung  officer  quoted  the  general  who  pinned 
the  star  on  him: 

“We  have  a young  officer  in  our  midst  who 
has  done  a good  job.  I think  we  will  hear 
more  of  him  as  the  war  goes  on.” 

Wortsmith  was  born  and  reared  in  North 
Little  Rock.  He  is  a graduate  of  the  Catholic 
High  School  there  and  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wortsmith.  His  wife  is 
the  former  Miss  Katherine  Sharp  of  Little 
Rock. 


Sorenson  Firm  Goes 
Into  New  Quarters 

DALLAS — Congratulations  are  pouring  in 
on  Henry  S.  Sorenson,  head  of  Modern  The- 
atre Equipment  Co.,  over  the  opening  of 
new  and  modern  headquarters  at  214  S.  St. 
Paul  St.  While  not  directly  on  Filmrow,  the 
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IDEM  THEATRE  EOUlPl 


has  opened  new  and 
attractive  quarters  at 


214  South  St.  Paul  Street 


DALLAS,  TEXAS 


Representing  America  s finest  theatre  equipment  and 

supply  lines,  including 

M0T10GRAPH  PROJECTORS 


Modern  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  now  has,  in  addition  to  most 
attractive  display  rooms,  a fully  equipped  REPAIR  DEPART- 
MENT, capable  of  repairing  any  type  or  make  of  projection 
room  equipment  . . . Congratulations  to  Henry  Sorenson! 


CHICAGO,  2 4,  ILL. 
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TJ  Ford  Taylor,  owner  of  the  Ritz  at  Bal- 
linger, was  on  the  Row  looking  into  pos- 
sibilities of  buying  new  or  used  equipment 
for  the  Regan  Theatre  at  Big  Lake,  which 
he  has  owned  for  over  a year.  He  is  going  to 
improve  the  Big  Lake  house  and  open  it  as 
the  Ritz. 

Ray  Beall  of  the  Interstate  circuit  public- 
ity department,  national  publicity  chairman 
of  the  Fourth  War  Loan  and  state  publicity 
chairman  of  the  Sixth,  has  been  in  Washing- 
ton in  connection  with  final  reports  on  war 
bond  sales  by  Texas  theatres. 


O.  K.  Bourgeois  of  Astor  Pictures  and  his 
wife,  returned  from  a Yuletide  visit  to  Louis- 
iana and  Texas  points.  They  visited  St. 
James  Parish  in  New  Orleans  and  had  the 
chance  of  buying  a few  tickets  at  the  track 
for  final  races  preceding  the  shutdown  order. 

Preston  Tate  of  the  Queen  in  Santa  Anna, 
whose  home  is  in  Comanche  where  he  oper- 
ates a wholesale  tobacco  business,  was  on  the 
Row  making  his  first  booking  trip  of  1945. 
He  met  and  lunched  with  his  brother  Karl, 
former  Texas  exhibitor  who  is  now  with  the 
internal  revenue  office. 


J.  Y.  Robb,  brother  of  the  late  H.  B.  Robb 
and  vice-president  of  R&R  United  Theatres, 
has  established  a second  home  here.  He 
plans  to  spend  five  days  a week  in  Dallas 
and  the  other  two  in  Big  Spring.  The  new 
circuit  official  is  occupying  the  private  office 
used  by  his  late  brother. 

Three  new  faces  have  been  added  to  the 
picture  in  the  local  PRC  exchange.  Harry 
Clark  came  over  recently  from  the  army 
theatre  booking  office  to  be  PRC  executive 
secretary.  Helen  Batson,  formerly  of  the 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  is  stenographer 
and  Mrs.  Fay  Farrar  is  bookkeeper. 

A1  Moore,  former  film  salesman  and  more 
recently  operator  of  the  South  San  Theatre 
in  San  Antonio  in  affiliation  with  Dock 
Richter  of  Corpus  Christi,  was  on  the  Row 
a few  days.  He  may  announce  a new  con- 
nection soon.  Richter  took  over  operation 
of  the  South  San  at  the  first  of  the  year. 

George  L.  Western,  owner  and  operator  of 
the  Texan  at  Jayton,  was  in  looking  over 
film  and  equipment  prospects  . . . Knox  D. 
Riley  of  the  Queen  at  Teneha,  K.  M.  Mc- 
Farland jr.,  State  at  Garrison;  Ray  Jen- 
nings, Raye  at  Hondo;  L.  B.  Crow,  Victo^ 
at  Leonard  and  the  Dunlap  theatres  in 
Midlothian  and  Whitney;  W.  W.  McNatt,  the 
Inez  at  Naples  and  other  theatres,  were 
among  visitors  on  the  Row. 

A.  M.  “Buck”  Morgan,  mayor  of  Grand 
Prairie  and  former  owner  and  operator  of 
two  theatres  there,  was  a leisurely  visitor 
along  the  Row.  Buck  said  it  may  be  some 
time  before  he  gets  back  into  show  business 
because  he  has  put  his  money  in  govern- 
ment bonds.  He  is  going  to  run  Grand 
Prairie  for  a while  and  take  things  rela- 
tively easy. 

With  hands  trembling  and  a good  brand 
of  cigar  held  forth  in  each,  Hans  Smith, 
owner  of  the  Irving  Theatre,  Irving,  an- 
nounced along  the  Row  that  a new  exhibitor 
had  appeared  on  the  scene.  Hans  Smith  IV 
was  born  in  St.  Paul’s  hospital,  with  the 
lusty  voiced  showman-to-be  and  its  mother 
doing  fine.  They  are  now  at  home.  Hans 
Smith  has  been  the  only  male  name  used 
in  four  generations. 

Don  Douglas  was  doing  business  as  usual 
from  the  public  relations  office  of  Robb  & 
Rowley-United,  but  his  wife  Polly  did  not 
fare  so  well  following  a Christmas  automo- 
bile accident  in  which  they  both  suffered 
injuries.  Mrs.  Douglas  was  not  taken  home 
from  the  hospital  until  this  week,  well  on 
the  road  to  recovery. 

W.  V.  Adwell,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Roxy  in  San  Angelo  and  the  Ozona  Theatre 
at  Ozona,  has  been  here  several  days  talking 
with  film  and  equipment  men.  So  far  there 
has  been  no  return  from  the  arbitration 
appeal  board  on  his  case  involving  distribu- 
tors and  R&R  Theatres  in  San  Angelo  but 
these  findings  are  expected  to  be  announced 
from  New  York  any  day. 

W.  C.  DeBusk,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Roxy  Theatre  at  Roxton,  was  in  to  buy  and 
book  and  look  over  what  the  equipment  mar- 
ket had  to  offer.  DeBusk  has  been  a projec- 
tionist for  25  years  and  finally  realized  his 
goal  of  theatre  ownership.  He  worked  for 
theatres  in  Greenville  and  Paris  before  final- 
ly making  Roxton  his  home. 

Maj.  H.  S.  Cole,  co-owner  and  operator 
of  three  theatres  in  Bonham,  was  in  a Dallas 
hospital  a few  hours  after  a car  collision 
just  north  of  Vickery,  six  miles  out  of  Dallas. 
A woman  driver  ahead  of  him  turned  off  the 
highway  without  indicating  her  move,  Cole 
said,  in  explaining  cause  of  the  accident. 
Major  Cole’s  sister-in-law,  in  the  car  with 
him,  was  more  painfully  injured  but  is  on 
the  road  to  recovery. 


Congratulations  Henry  Sorenson 
on  the  Opening  ot  Your  New 

MODERN  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT 

COMPANY 

Dallas  Store  and  Display  Room 


DA-LITE  SCREEN  COMPANY,  INC. 

2711-23  North  Crawford  Avenue  Chicago  39,  Illinois 


PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  NOW l 

JUST  RECEIVED  NEW  SHIPMENTS  OF 

Film  Cabinets;  eight,  ten  and  twelve  section 

LaVezzi,  Double-Bearing,  Intermittent  Movements 

Neumade  Wire  Reels 

15-ampere  Westinghouse  Rectifier  Bulbs 

Film  Splicers 

Film  Tables 

Rewinds 


BUY  THESE  WHILE  THEY  ARE  AVAILABLE 


SPECIAL  PRINTED  TICKETS 

When  ordering  give  starting  number,  admission  price,  tax  and  color. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always’’ 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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Exhibitors  at  Dallas  ATLANTA 


Cheered  by  Upsurge 

DALLAS — For  the  first  week  of  1945  Elm 
Street  theatres  did  all  they  could  do  and 
it  didn’t  matter  so  much  what  was  playing 
in  which  house.  The  weather  was  cloudy, 
cold,  with  occasional  misty  rain.  “French- 
man’s Creek”  and  “The  Very  Thought  of 
You”  were  held  over. 


(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Mark  of  the  Whistler  (Col);  Saddle 
Leather  Law  (Col),  split  with  Dead  or  Alive 

(PRC);  Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep) 125 

Majestic — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para) 140 

Melba— Doughgirls  (WB),  after  a wk.  at  the 

Majestic  135 

Palace — The  Very  Thought  oi  You  (WB) 135 

Tower — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay  (Para) 

2nd  wk 130 

Rialto — Girl  Rush  (RKO),  split  with  Babes  on 
Swing  Street  (Univ)  135 


Oklahoma  City  Theatres  Start 
1945  With  Excellent  Grosses 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Theatres  here  con- 
tinued to  show  big  grosses  throughout  the 
first  week  of  1945. 

Criterion — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  9 days Big 

Midwest — Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M) Good 

Liberty — Topper  (FC);  Tiger  Shark  (WB) Good 

State — Together  Again  (Col),  2nd  wk Big 

Tower — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  moveover Good 

Warner — Mom  and  Dad  (HP)  Very  big 


CHARLOTTE 

fl  F.  Sams  jr.,  Statesville  Theatre  Corp., 
Statesville,  has  purchased  the  Opera 
House  in  Weldon  from  E.  W.  Batchelor.  The 
opening  is  planned  for  January  22  . . . Heath 
Penegar  has  sold  the  Marcilla  Theatre  in 
East  Rockingham  to  J.  R.  Pope  . . . J. 
Francis  White  jr.,  Sunset,  Asheboro,  has 
taken  over  the  Cooleemee  Theatre  in  Coolee- 
mee  from  H.  R.  Eaton  . . . George  Graves, 
20th-Fox  salesman,  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Camp  Croft  January  12  for  preinduction 
physical. 

Jack  London,  Republic  salesman,  and  fam- 
ily have  returned  from  New  York  where  they 
visited  relatives  . . . Barney  Slaughter  has 
returned  from  a visit  with  his  mother  and 
father  in  Philadelphia  . . . Cy  Dillon,  Re- 
public manager,  left  for  a week’s  sales  meet- 
ing in  Chicago  . . . New  at  Republic  is  Sybil 
Crowder. 

R.  L.  Wilburn,  owner  of  the  Buffalo  in 
Buffalo,  is  a first  term  member  of  the  South 
Carolina  house  of  representatives  . . . John 
Kirby,  Paramount  district  manager,  fully  re- 
covered from  a recent  illness,  was  here  Sat- 
urday conducting  a sales  meeting. 

Ralph  Iannuzzi  has  resigned  as  manager 
of  Film  Classics  and  has  joined  Warners  as 
salesman,  replacing  Hal  Jordon,  who  resigned 
to  join  Monogram  in  Atlanta  as  salesman 
. . . M.  P.  Harwood,  Warners’  home  office 
auditor,  was  in  town  installing  H.  E.  Morris 
as  new  cashier.  Morris  replaces  Mrs.  Helen 
Venable  who  resigned  because  her  husband  is 
expected  home  from  overseas  soon. 

Sgt.  Jack  Webb,  former  RKO  booker,  is 
home  on  furlough.  He’s  stationed  at  Ft. 
Bragg  . . . Pvt.  Bill  Andrew,  former  RKO 
office  manager,  has  been  released  from  a 
hospital  in  Italy  . . . Mrs.  Louise  Glaumsinger 
is  the  new  inspector  at  RKO  . . . Mrs.  Hazel 
Graves  and  Miss  Sylvia  Rhodes,  RKO  booker 
and  office  employe,  respectively,  graduated 
this  week  as  Red  Cross  nurses  aides. 


lyrrs.  M.  Stith,  secretary  to  Harry  Paul  of 
Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply,  has  returned 
to  her  desk  after  several  months’  illness  . . . 
Bob  Dunn  of  Camilla  and  Paul  Engler,  Bir- 
mingham were  Row  visitors. 

In  the  city  en  route  to  the  Republic  con- 
vention at  Chicago  were  Cy  Dillon,  Charlotte; 
Howard  Laird,  Tampa;  Merritt  Davis,  south- 
ern division  manager,  and  William  Snellson 
of  Atlanta.  When  Dillon  arrived  in  Atlanta 
the  local  exchange  was  short  a shipping  clerk 
and  they  put  Cy  to  shipping  and  throughout 
the  day  he  handled  the  job  very  competently. 

T.  C.  Carter  jr.,  has  purchased  the  Garden 
Theatre,  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  from  Harry 
Spann. 

Added  to  the  shipping  department  at  Re- 
public were  A.  W.  Clarke,  William  Tate  and 
Billy  Watkins.  In  the  booking  department, 
Sammie  Rollins  was  added.  Sara  Knote,  for- 
merly cashier  at  Republic,  is  leaving  and 
in  her  place  is  Mr.  Stoddard  . . . Miss  Dora 
Ponder  of  Republic  was  off  because  of  illness 
. . . Mrs.  Danne  Etheridge,  Republic,  is  back 
at  her  desk  after  visiting  her  mother  in 
Miami. 

PRC  doings:  Ike  Katz  is  in  Florida  mak- 
ing calls.  Harry  Katz  went  to  Charlotte  on 
business  . . . A.  B.  Balch  is  on  a sales  trip 
through  Alabama  and  Florida  . . . W.  H. 
Rudisill  is  covering  accounts  in  north 
Georgia. 

Miss  Virginia  Harris  and  Mrs.  Marguerite 
Barringer  have  been  added  to  the  accounting 
department  at  National  Screen  Service. 

Charlie  Durmeyer  of  the  Southern  Auto- 
matic Candy  Co.  has  beaten  nearly  everybody 
at  the  Variety  Club  at  gin  rummy,  so  he 
will  take  on  Ernie  Rogers  for  a round  . . . 
Gus  King  of  the  Capitol  City  Supply  Co.  is 
going  to  draw  a new  set  of  rules  on  gin 
rummy  to  be  used  exclusively  at  the  Variety 
Club.  Any  tent  with  suggestions  may  write 
King  in  care  of  the  club  here. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Coggins,  United  Artists,  has  re- 
turned to  her  desk  after  an  illness  . . . Clyde 
Houston,  formerly  with  Metro  at  Dallas,  now 
is  with  United  Artists.  He  will  travel  southern 
Georgia  . . . Fred  Jack,  southern  division 
manager  of  United  Artists,  went  to  New 
York  . . . John  Vickery  of  the  Carolina  De- 
livery Service  visited  friends  on  Filmrow. 

Miss  Ruth  Thompson,  formerly  with  Uni- 
versal as  secretary  to  Thelma  Dumas  in 
the  booking  department,  is  now  with  Mono- 
gram in  the  same  capacity  ...  Ed  Hicks 
of  the  Post  Sign  Co.,  Knoxville,  was  in  visit- 
ing Gus  King  of  Capitol  City  Supply  on 
business  . . . King  and  Oscar  Howell  of  Cap- 
itol City  Supply  recently  made  a business 
trip  to  New  Orleans.  Howell  returned  to 
Mobile,  where  he  is  installing  equipment  in 
the  Downtown  Theatre,  which  will  open  this 
month  . . . Walter  Bracken  of  the  Ozark 
Theatre,  Ozark,  Ala.,  was  on  the  Row  book- 
ing. 

Jimmy  Gillespie  of  20th-Fox  is  finishing 
the  last  35,000  words  of  his  yarn  on  White- 
man.  His  book  goes  to  the  publisher  soon. 

Jack  Dumestre  of  the  Variety  Club  has 
appointed  the  following  committee  to  look 
after  the  recreation  center:  Jack  Troy,  Gus 
King,  Charlie  Lester,  Earl  Mann,  Guy  Brown 
and  Spencer  Pierce  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  B. 
Wilby  have  returned  to  Atlanta  after  a trip 
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to  Miami  . . . Frank  Harris  of  the  Harris 
Amusement  Co.  has  returned  after  visiting 
his  theatre  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

From  a copy  of  British  Picture  News  mailed 
from  London  we  learn  that  Vivien  Leigh,  on 
whom  Atlanta  has  a personal  claim  as  “Scar- 
lett O’Hara,”  is  starred  opposite  Claude  Rains 
in  Shaw’s  “Caesar  and  Cleopatra,”  now  in 
production. 

Thomas  H.  Read,  city  manager  of  Georgia 
Theatres,  displayed  a citation  from  Maj. 
Gen.  Irving  J.  Phillip,  executive  director  of 
army  emergency  relief,  in  recognition  of  the 
big  show  he  staged  in  connection  with  the 
picture,  “This  Is  the  Army,”  proceeds  of 
which  went  to  the  army  relief.  Tom  should 
be  in  line  for  another  citation  for  the  grand 
show  he  put  on  at  the  Fox  Theatre  recently 
in  connection  with  the  infantile  paralysis 
drive.  He  borrowed  the  Ft.  McPhearson  band 
and  barracks  flag,  called  in  Soprano  Hazel 
Poss  and  Perry  Bechtel  and  his  all-girl  band 
and  had  Warm  Springs  send  up  some  polio 
patients.  The  patriotic  spectacle  brought 
down  the  packed  house. 

N.  E.  Wiman,  branch  manager  of  Mono- 
gram, went  to  Miami  on  business  . . . Sammy 
Kaye  and  his  band  are  coming  to  the  stage 
of  the  Fox  Theatre  as  an  added  attraction 
starting  the  week  of  January  24  . . . Sen. 
Alpha  Fowler,  the  politician  and  Douglasville 
theatre  owner,  was  seen  munching  a piece 
of  fish,  tightly  clasped  in  his  hand,  at  a 
luncheon  at  the  Capitol  City  Club  . . . Seen 
at  Davison’s  swapping  a Christmas  package 
was  Stuart  Moore,  Fox  manager  . . . Eddis 
Bonns  of  United  Artists  has  returned  from 
a trip  to  Miami,  displaying  a sun  tan  . . . 
Ralph  L.  McCoy,  Warners  southern  district 
manager,  has  returned  from  New  York. 

Mastin  Chain  Purchases 
Piedmont  Location 

PIEDMONT,  ALA. — Martin  Bros.,  Colum- 
bus, Ga.,  chain,  last  week  purchased  a lot 
on  Ladiga  St.,  on  which  they  announced  in- 
tention to  build  a new  motion  picture  the- 
atre. Dr.  E.  D.  Wallace,  former  owner  of  the 
lot,  reserved  a 30-foot  strip  of  land  between 
the  proposed  theatre  and  a church  in  mak- 
ing the  sale.  The  chain  owns  the  Princess 
and  a negro  theatre  here. 
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SAN  M1QN1Q 

■pill  O’Donnell,  an  executive  for  Texas-Con- 
^ solidated  Theatres  was  in  town  on  one 
of  his  periodic  visits  from  the  Dallas  gen- 
eral office.  O'Donnell  was  en  route  to 
Brownwood  on  detailed  business  . . . Mike 
Midyett,  treasurer,  was  closing  the  boxoffice 
at  the  Joy,  around  10  p.  m.  one  night  last 
week  when  a man  appeared  from  behind 
him,  grabbed  a money  sack  containing  $10 
in  small  change,  and  escaped. 

“Stagecoach,”  a western  made  by  United 
Artists  six  years  ago,  had  a healthy  four-day 
engagement  at  the  Empire,  opening  Decem- 
ber 31  . . . Anne  Browne,  a local  negro  vocal- 
ist who  will  guest  star  with  the  San  Antonio 
symphony  orchestra  here  in  the  Municipal 
Auditorium  on  January  28,  will  leave  soon 
afterward  for  Hollywood  where  she  has  been 
chosen  for  a singing  role  in  a picture  of  the 
life  of  George  Gershwin. 

It’s  a baby  daughter  for  the  Tommy  How- 
ells of  this  city  and  Harlingen.  Helen  Patricia 
was  the  name  chosen  for  the  6% -pound  girl 
born  December  27.  The  father  is  connected 
with  Texas-Consolidated  Theatres  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  . . . Business  at  all  first  run 
houses  has  been  on  the  increase  since  the 
first  of  the  year,  while  subsequent  runs  are 
still  doing  their  average  amount  of  business 
getting. 

Travelers — “Private  Pete”  C.  Ramirez  and 
the  missus,  Marie,  are  en  route  to  California 
. . . Haney  Lee  Blackburn  off  to  Honolulu 
within  a fortnight  to  take  over  a censorship 
job  . . . Nellie  Teeter,  owner  of  the  Joy,  back 
from  a sojourn  in  Oklahoma. 

Cashier  Kathryn  DeSold  of  the  State  The- 
atre recalling  the  time  when  she  worked  in 
silent  feature  pictures  and  comedies  which 
were  filmed  in  the  Alamo  city.  Among  them 
were  “Wings”  produced  by  Paramount  and 
starring  Clara  Bow;  the  Tweedy  Dan  Come- 
dies, and  several  others  featuring  the  late 
“Fatty”  Ax-buckle.  Her  stage  name  was  Ford 
. . . Mrs.  Betty  Quinney,  also  a ticket  seller 
at  the  same  house,  finally  received  that 
Christmas  gift  package  from  her  husband 
who  is  a CPO  in  the  navy,  stationed  in 
Hawaii. 

Aviation  Cadet  Ignacio  Torres  jr.,  son  of 

the  house  manager  of  the  Nacional  Theatro 
here,  was  in  the  city  over  the  weekend  on 
his  way  from  the  Marfa  air  base  to  Amarillo, 
where  he  will  take  further  schooling  as  an 
aircraft  mechanic  in  preflight  classes  there. 

The  fire  and  police  commissioner  here  re- 
cently banned  the  showing  of  several  Class  C 
pictures  made  in  Mexico  . . . Louis  Canday, 
training  aid  coordinator  at  the  San  Antonio 
air  technical  service  command,  Kelly  Field, 
has  given  us  his  order  to  send  BOXOFFICE 
to  his  home  for  the  next  12  months.  Thanks, 
Lou. 

Interstate  City  Manager  Albert  H.  Rey- 
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Marion  Osborne  New 
State  WAC  Leader 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— “Buck”  Weaver  of 
Paramount  presided  over  a March  of  Dimes 
meeting  which  was  attended  by  all  of  the 
local  branch  managers  and  film  salesmen. 

C.  B.  Akers,  who  represented  State  Chair- 
man L.  C.  Griffith,  revealed  that  only  60 
per  cent  of  the  theatres  in  Oklahoma  had 
been  pledged,  and  it  was  then  decided  to 
allot  a few  theatres  to  each  salesman  to  see 
personally  on  signing  the  participation  cards. 

During  the  meeting  Dewey  Gibbs,  state 
W’ar  Activities  Committee  distributor  chair- 
man for  1944,  turned  over  the  chairmanship 
to  Marion  Osborne,  20th-Fox  manager  for 
1945.  Dewey  Gibbs  was  commended  for  his 
work  while  Marion  Osborne  promised  his 
best  would  toe  given  to  all  demands  of  the 
WAC  for  the  coming  year. 

Akers  pointed  out  the  March  of  Dimes 
collections  in  the  theatres  is  the  greatest 
single  charity  work  done  by  theatre  men 
nationally  every  year,  and  that  last  year  the 
theatres  raised  43  per  cent  of  all  the  monies 
collected  for  the  National  Foundation  for 
Infantile  Paralysis.  He  asked  that  as  much 
help  as  was  needed  should  be  given  to  the 
drive  this  year  so  collections  might  exceed 
last  year’s. 


nolds  has  been  made  a vice-director  along 
with  Postmaster  Dan  J.  Quill  in  the  annual 
campaign  conducted  to  fight  infantile  pa- 
ralysis. The  local  campaign  will  tiein  with 
activities  in  all  Texas  counties  which  has 
been  intensely  organized.  The  American 
Legion,  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federa- 
tion, 4-H  Clubs,  Future  Farmers  of  America 
and  other  organizations  have  volunteered 
full  cooperation.  Balls,  bazaars,  benefit  con- 
certs, sports  contests,  the  March  of  Dimes 
and  other  events  are  being  planned  to  raise 
funds  for  combatting  the  dread  disease  which 
cripples  thousands  of  America’s  children 
every  year. 

Another  former  film  actor  who  is  a war 
worker  at  Kelly  Field  is  A1  Blankenship, 
who  worked  for  Warners  in  the  early  thirties, 
under  the  name  of  A1  Blake.  In  1934  he  left 
Hollywood  and  came  to  Texas,  and  we  have 
just  discovered  that  he  lives  within  a block 
from  where  this  column  for  BOXOFFICE  is 
patted  out  evei-y  week.  A1  has  also  had  con- 
siderable stage  experience.  He  started  out 
with  a medicine  show  when  he  was  15.  Later 
he  worked  for  Theodore  Kosloff  Productions, 
the  now  defunct  Federal  Theatre  players, 
and  numerous  other  stock  companies. 

Opening  of  the  new  Laurel  Theatre  on  San 

Pedro  Ave.  has  been  postponed  until  January 
26.  Eric  Brendler,  former  treasurer  of  the 
Majestic,  will  be  manager  of  the  newly  built 
house  . . . Publicitor  Joe  Estes  of  local  Inter- 
state Theatres,  has  been  ill. 

Visiting  the  Azteca  and  Clasa-Mohme,  Inc., 
film  exchanges  recently  were  the  following: 
Don  Jose  Calderon,  producer  for  Azteca  and 
theatre  owner,  Mexico  City;  Bob  Bauer,  Para- 
mount, Dallas;  “Stout”  Jackson,  circuit  op- 
erator, Robstown;  Senor  S.  Osio,  Films  Mun- 
diales-Cimesa,  Mexico,  D.  F.,  Jacob  Epstein 
and  family  from  Mexico  (general  man- 
ager for  Universal  there)  . . . New  Clasa- 
Mohme  releases  include  “El  Mexicano”  by 
Jack  London,  and  “La  Leyenda  del  Bandito.” 
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Tommy  Read,  city  manager  of  Georgia  The- 

atres,  has  been  burning  the  midnight  oil 
preparing  for  the  big  polio  show  at  the  Fox 
Theatre  . . . William  C.  Aiken,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Grand  Theatre,  bought  a horse  for 
his  children.  Bill  tried  to  ride  the  horse 
first  and  was  tossed  off. 

Charles  E.  Kessnich  of  M-G-M  was  host 
to  a group  of  theatre  executives  at  his  home 
on  Christmas  Day  . . . Lamar  Swift  jr.,  the 
18-month-old  son  of  the  city  manager  of 
Georgia  Theatres  in  Macon,  choked  to  death 
while  en  route  to  an  Atlanta  hospital.  A 
piece  of  apple  lodged  in  the  child’s  wind- 
pipe while  he  was  visiting  his  grandparents. 

Fred  Jack,  division  manager  of  United 
Artists,  was  a visitor  at  the  local  branch  . . . 
Capt.  Roy  Richards  and  the  two  Duncans 
of  West  Point  and  Carrollton  paid  Filmrow 
a visit  . . . Jack  Price,  Paramount  branch 
manager  in  New  Orleans,  visited  on  Filmrow. 

Sid  Laird,  booker  for  the  Al-Dun  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  West  Point,  was  on  the  Row 
booking  . . . Jack  Van  Lloyd  of  the  Weiss 
Theatres,  Savannah,  paid  Filmrow  a visit. 
Van  Lloyd  has  a new  daughter,  Frederica 
Michelle  . . . Alonzo  Hughes,  formerly  with 
the  Kincey  circuit  in  Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  is 
the  new  manager  of  the  Savannah  Theatre 
at  Savannah,  Ga. 

Olin  Pope  opened  his  theatre  in  Barwick 
January  5.  This  is  his  first  venture  into 
the  show  business  . . . Miss  Martha  Ann  Clay, 
daughter  of  Boss  Clay  of  Clay  Theatres, 
spent  the  Christmas  holidays  with  her  father 
in  McDonough. 

“The  Student  Prince”  has  completed  a 
four-day  run  at  the  Erlanger  Theatre  and 
will  be  followed  by  “A  Doll’s  House”  . . . 
Business  in  all  Atlanta  theatres  during  the 
holidays  was  far  above  expectations  . . . 
N.  E.  Savini  of  Astor  Pictures  has  been  kept 
on  his  toes  screening  and  putting  on  16mm 
shows  for  many  of  the  clubs  and  business 
houses  in  Atlanta. 

Harry  Graham,  southern  district  sales 
mairager  for  Universal,  and  Perry  Spencer, 
southern  advertising  representative,  went  to 
Memphis  to  attend  the  Tennessee  exhibitor’s 
convention  and  supervise  the  campaign  of 
“Can’t  Help  Singing”  at  the  Malco  Theatre 
. . . Arthur  C.  Bromberg,  president  of  Mono- 
gram Southern,  left  for  a business  trip  to 
the  branch  at  Charlotte.  He  also  will  at- 
tend the  exhibitor’s  convention. 

Henry  Owens,  formerly  head  booker  for 
Paramount  here,  died  after  a long  illness. 

Paramount  doings:  The  Atlanta  Paramount 
family  welcomed  Charles  Reagan,  generalis- 
simo of  Paramount’s  sales  champions  . . . 
Jack  Price  of  New  Orleans  dropped  in  for 
a sales  powwow  with  Jack  Kirby  . . . “The 
WAVES”  swamped  boxoffice  records  at  the 
prerelease  in  Atlanta  and  Birmingham  . . . 
Becky  Howard,  of  the  accounting  office,  is 
sporting  a bandaged  foot  brought  on  by  a 
strenuous  dance  session  during  the  holidays 
. . . Frances  Pyron  of  the  contract  outfit 
was  very  happy  about  seeing  her  No.  1 man 
(Fred  Nunnally)  back  from  a two-year  tour 
of  duty  with  the  marines  in  the  Southwest 
Pacific  . . . Buddha  Gray  and  Jack  Kirby 
were  off  to  Charlotte  . . . Burt  Turgeon, 
Irene  Brown  and  Velma  “Darling”  Darley 
were  back  from  holiday  trip  to  the  home 
folks  . . . John  Huff,  former  shipper,  dropped 
in  for  the  holidays  from  camp  . . . Mrs. 
Frankie  English,  Girl  Friday  to  Jack  Kirby, 
was  back  at  her  desk  after  a siege  of  colds. 
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Priority  Case  Ended, 
United  Points  Out 


Nathanson-Rank  Start 
Maritimes  Expansion 


MONTREAL  — Legal  representatives  of 
United  Amusement  Corp.  claim  that  a wrong 
impression  has  been  created  in  reports  of  a 
judgment  upholding  the  corporation’s  right  to 
maintain  a contractual  agreement  for  pri- 
ority showing  of  certain  pictures  in  its  thea- 
tres. 

The  decision  of  the  appeal  court  has  set- 
tled the  case,  inasmuch  as  it  has  upheld  the 
corporation’s  right  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  the  administrator  of  services  of  the  War- 
time Prices  and  Trade  Board,  in  whom  had 
been  vested  full  powers  in  connection  with 
the  renting  and  exhibition  of  motion  pictures, 
United  attorneys  maintain.  They  point  out 
Kent  Theatres,  Ltd.,  had  made  an  applica- 
tion to  the  administrator  of  services  of  the 
prices  and  trade  board  to  change  the  con- 
tract rights  enjoyed  by  the  United  Amuse- 
ment theatres  since  1937  and  that  it  was  on 
the  refusal  of  the  administrator  to  make  any 
such  change  that  Kent  Theatres  applied  to 
the  superior  court  for  an  injunction  to  pre- 
vent the  United  from  enjoying  its  full  con- 
tractural  rights. 

In  the  appeal  court  judgment  Justice  St. 
Jaques  stated  that  Kent  Theatres  had  recog- 
nized the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
administrator  of  services  by  laying  its  com- 
plaint before  him  in  the  first  place.  The 
judge  added  that  order  in  council  No.  8528 
was  passed  as  a wartime  measure  and  while 
it  remained  in  force  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
civil  courts  was  suspended  in  respect  to  mat- 
ters dealt  with  by  the  order. 

United  therefore  contends  that  the  dispute 
has  not  been  referred  to  the  administrator, 
as  he  already  had  decided  on  the  contractual 
rights  of  the  United  Amusements  before  the 
institution  of  the  civil  court  action,  and  this 
decision  assured  United  theatres  of  priority 
in  films  on  the  basis  of  their  previously  es- 
tablished contract. 

A Famous  Players  Club 
Being  Formed  in  Halifax 

HALIFAX — A club  for  members  of  the 
staffs  of  the  Famous  Players  Canadian  the- 
atres here  is  being  organized  as  a means 
of  assuring  harmony  between  managers  and 
employes.  Sponsoring  the  plan  are:  Bob 
Roddick,  regional  manager;  Marty  Simpson, 
his  assistant  at  the  Capitol;  Pat  Hanifen, 
Garrick,  and  Freeman  Skinner,  Orpheus. 
The  other  FPC  house  here  is  the  Oxford. 

Participating  in  the  first  of  a planned  an- 
nual dinner  for  FPC  managers  and  em- 
ployes of  the  four  local  theatres  of  the  cir- 
cuit were  125  persons.  The  event  was  held 
in  the  ballroom  of  a leading  hotel.  Roddick, 
Skinner,  Simpson  and  Hanifen  gave  brief 
talks. 


"Music"  in  a Comeback 

TORONTO — Of  interest  is  the  early  come- 
back engagement  of  “Adventure  in  Music,” 
featured  as  “the  first  film  concert,”  at  the 
Eaton  Auditorium  here.  This  picture,  re- 
leased by  Alliance  Films,  Ltd.,  played  four 
days  of  Christmas  week  as  a roadshow  at  $1 
top  and  returned  for  three  more  days,  Janu- 
ary 4-6,  at  the  same  concert  hall,  playing 
twice  daily. 


Burglars  at  the  Brock 

TORONTO — The  Brock  at  Niagara-on-the- 
Lake,  Ont.,  was  entered  one  night  recently 
and  a metal  cabinet  was  broken  open,  with  $23 
in  petty  cash  being  taken.  The  police  have 
been  unable  to  trace  the  thieves. 


Brockington  Story 
On  National  Wire 

Toronto  — The  story  in  BOXOFFICE 
regarding  the  significance  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  L.  W.  Brockington,  K.  C.,  Ottawa, 
as  personal  representative  in  Canada  of 
J.  Arthur  Rank  of  England  was  picked 
up  by  the  Winnipeg  Tribune  as  the  first 
announcement  of  the  appointment. 

After  this  information  had  appeared  in 
the  Winnipeg  daily,  the  Canadian  Press 
sent  out  the  story  to  all  dailies  in  Canada, 
quoting  BOXOFFICE  as  the  original 
source,  and  the  report  appeared  in  prac- 
tically all  papers  from  coast  to  coast. 
Practically  the  same  words  carried  in 
BOXOFFICE  were  used  in  the  Canadian 
Press  story,  including  the  following  para- 
graph : 

“Mr.  Brockington’s  appointment  . . . 
adds  importance  to  a deal  which  Mr. 
Rank  recently  made  with  Odeon  Thea- 
tres of  Canada  for  distribution  through 
their  theatres  in  the  Dominion.” 


FPC  Suggestion  Box  Still 
Reaps  Idea  Harvest 

TORONTO — The  suggestion  box  organized 
by  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  late  last 
fall  continues  to  reap  results.  An  announce- 
ment points  to  awards  to  22  employes  from 
Halifax  to  Victoria,  B.  C.,  for  ideas,  many 
of  which  have  already  been  put  into  effect. 

The  latest  monthly  list  includes  theatre 
managers,  doormen,  cashiers,  ushers  and 
head  office  employes,  the  latter  being  Jack 
Barker  and  F.  A.  Morley.  Three  of  the  win- 
ners are  Toronto  men,  Manager  Charlie 
Querrie  of  the  Palace,  Roy  Clark  of  Shea’s 
and  Alex  Cousins  of  the  Imperial. 

Theatres  in  Ontario  are  represented  by  C. 
D.  McGregor,  Capitol,  Chatham;  H.  F.  Wil- 
son and  Allan  Smeaton,  both  of  the  Regent, 
Brockville;  Manager  Fred  Tickell  of  the  Capi- 
tol, Fort  William;  John  Lamieux  of  the 
Capitol,  Ottawa;  Hugh  I.  Penfold,  Orpheum, 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  Miss  Elsie  Sutherland, 
Seneca,  Niagara  Falls. 

The  Dominion  at  Victoria,  has  four  win- 
ners: Rita  Hume,  David  Dumbleton,  Mar- 
garet Wells  and  Viola  Howard.  There  are 
two  from  the  Capitol,  Halifax,  Arthur  Cro- 
well and  Martin  Simpson,  while  the  prairie 
zone  has  two,  Allan  Brownlee,  Grand,  Re- 
gina, and  W.  J.  Proudlove,  Gaiety,  Winnipeg. 
British  Columbia  is  represented  by  Wilfred 
Moorhouse  at  the  Strand,  Chilliwack. 

16MM  Theatres  Opening 
In  Ontario  Situations 

TORONTO  — Theatres  equipped  for  the 
showing  of  16mm  films  only  are  making  their 
appearance  in  a number  of  rural  centers  in 
Ontario,  this  being  a development  from  the 
itinerant  units  which  toured  small  towns  to 
put  on  shows  at  intervals  in  lodge  halls.  The 
latest  16mm  theatre  is  being  opened  at  Brus- 
sels, in  western  Ontario,  where  a building  has 
been  remodeled  for  regular  shows. 


To  Long-Term  Warner  Contract 

Rosemary  De  Camp  has  been  re-signed  to 
a long-term  contract. 


TORONTO — A further  important  develop- 
ment in  the  expansion  of  Nathanson-Rank- 
Odeon  organization  in  Canada  was  an- 
nounced Wednesday  (10)  by  President  Paul 
Nathanson  of  Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada  in 
the  formation  of  a partnership  with  A.  I. 
Garson  of  St.  John,  N.  B.,  for  the  operation 
and  extension  of  a chain  of  theatres  in  the 
maritime  provinces  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

In  conjunction  with  this  agreement.  Gar- 
son  has  purchased  theatre  sites  in  seven  cities 
and  towns,  comprising  Charlottetown,  Syd- 
ney, Glace  Bay,  Amherst,  Campbellton,  New 
Waterford  and  St.  John.  Nathanson  and 
Garson  have  completed  the  purchase  of  the 
theatre  assets  at  Moncton,  N.  B.,  of  Fred 
Winter  and  F.  H.  Sumner,  these  being  the 
Capitol  and  Empress,  two  important  operat- 
ing units,  and  two  additional  theatre  sites. 

The  announcement  stated  that  the  Gar- 
rick and  Oxford  at  Halifax  and  the  Kent  at 
Moncton,  controlled  by  Garson,  have  been 
brought  into  the  Odeon  fold.  Canadian 
Odeon  previously  operated  three  units  in  the 
maritimes,  the  Casino  at  Halifax  and  the 
Capitol  and  Empress  at  Moncton.  The  last 
two  now  have  been  acquired  outright. 

Nathanson  stated  that  A.  I.  Garson  would 
be  in  complete  charge  of  all  Odeon’s  opera- 
tions in  the  three  eastern  provinces. 

After  telling  of  the  recent  equal  partner- 
ship arrangement  between  Nathanson  and  J. 
Arthur  Rank  of  England,  the  official  notice 
said:  “The  motion  picture  industry  interprets 
this  as  a further  link  in  a chain  of  motion 
picture  theatres  which  will  envelope  the  en- 
tire British  Empire.  Rank  presently  controls 
the  principal  chain  in  England  and  South 
A.frica  and  is  reported  to  be  acquiring  theatre 
interests  in  India  and  Australia.” 

The  announcement  added:  “The  wide- 
spread activities  of  Odeon  Theatres  of  Can- 
ada, Ltd.,  in  the  maritimes  are  but  a part  of 
the  company’s  plan  to  be  represented  in  every 
city  and  progressive  town  in  the  Dominion. 
Many  millions  of  dollars  will  be  spent  in 
theatre  construction  and  the  materials  for 
the  erection  of  these  theatres  will  provide 
work  for  many  thousands  during  the  postwar 
period  when  labor  and  materials  are  avail- 
able.” 

Ottawa  Theatregoer  Aims 
Fire  at  "Inferior"  Films 

OTTAWA — The  Ottawa  Journal  carried  a 
reader’s  letter  on  its  editorial  page  in  which 
the  writer  protested  against  the  playing  of 
“third-rate  films”  in  Ottawa’s  first  run 
houses,  saying  it  was  about  time  the  man- 
agers protested  to  their  chiefs  in  Toronto 
regarding  the  quality  of  pictures,  particularly 
before  Christmas  and  New  Year’s,  which  he 
classed  as  “very  inferior  quality.” 

The  writer  made  comment  regarding  re- 
issues which  he  described  as  “those  oldies  or 
reissues  so  glibly  advertised  in  newspaper 
columns  with  that  worn  out  cliche,  ‘brought 
back  by  popular  demand!’”  and  added, 
“Ottawa  theatres  have  had  nothing  better  to 
offer  than  third  rate  films  whereas  Toronto, 
Montreal  and  even  smaller  places  present  the 
cream  of  the  newer  features  day  in  and  day 
out.” 


Role  in.  "Too  Good  to  Be  True" 

Catherine  Craig  has  been  handed  an  im- 
portant role  in  “Too  Good  to  Be  True”  at 
Paramount. 
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Marvels  of  Postwar  Theatre  Will 
Thrill  Public , Says  Executive 


MONTREAL — Canada’s  theatres  will  im- 
prove equipment  and  service  by  utilizing 
fully  wartime  inventions,  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
president  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
said  in  his  New  Year’s  message. 

Proof  of  the  public’s  interest  in  postwar 
industrial  developments,  he  said,  can  be 
readily  found  in  the  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines where  many  industries  are  devoting 
space  to  what  they  may  have  to  offer  in 
those  bright  days  after  the  war.  Many  of 
the  claims  are  fantastic,  experts  tell  us,  but 
others  will  become  realities  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  war. 

“The  motion  picture  industry  is  very  much 
aware  of  the  impact  many  modern  inven- 
tions will  have  upon  its  business  and  there 
has  been  set  up  in  New  York  a special  de- 
partment to  render  advisory  service  to  the- 
atres,” Fitzgibbons  asserted.  “Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  has  subscribed  to  this 
service  and  we  are  constantly  receiving  re- 
ports from  expert  engineers,  architects  and 
others  on  postwar  theatres.” 

FP  Has  Silver  Anniversary 

Famous  Players  this  month  will  celebrate 
its  25th  anniversary.  The  company  has  grown 
from  18  theatres  in  1920  to  311  theatres  in 
1945  and  today  is  providing  entertainment 
to  more  than  two  million  Canadians  every 
week. 

“The  past  quarter  century  has  seen  many 
important  developments  in  theatre  con- 
struction and  operation  and  we  look  for 
many  radical  changes  in  our  construction 
and  operating  program  in  the  years  imme- 
diately following  the  war,”  Fitzgibbons 
added. 

“The  function  of  the  motion  picture  the- 
atre, as  Famous  Players  sees  it,  is  to  pro- 
vide the  finest  in  entertainment  at  low 
prices  in  safe,  comfortable  and  even  luxurious 
surroundings,”  he  continued.  “Theatres  will 
be  among  the  first  groups  to  adapt  the  new 
discoveries  to  come  out  of  the  war  to  their 
postwar  building  programs. 

“With  the  use  of  new  metals  that  have 
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been  utilized  in  war  work  our  experts  tell 
us  that  labor  hours  can  be  reduced  mate- 
rially. This  is  because  we  will  be  able  to 
use  lighter  metals  which  will  have  the  same 
strength  as  the  older  and  heavier  metals.” 

Wall  units,  formerly  of  brick,  can  now  be 
made  of  poured  concrete,  through  the  vi- 
brating system,  he  explained.  Concrete 
poured  under  this  method  will  dry  in  the 
coldest  temperature  in  30  hours,  according 
to  army  engineers. 

Research  engineers  predict  that  theatre 
lighting  may  be  done  by  the  use  of  elec- 
tronic waves,  Fitzgibbons  remarked.  Incan- 
descent light,  when  the  war  is  over,  may  be 
replaced  by  fluorescent  lighting.  It  has  al- 
ready been  discovered  that  fluorescent  tub- 
ing can  be  made  up  in  various  shapes  to 
blend  in  with  the  decorative  scheme  of  a 
theatre.  The  so-called  “black  light”  or  in- 
visible colored  rays  will  play  on  wall  sur- 
faces of  luminous  paint  for  glowing  pastel 
effects.  Fitzgibbons  predicted  that  theatres 
will  have  plain  walls  with  light  achieving 
the  decoration. 

Predicts  Purified  Air 

“Experts  believe  that  through  electronic 
plates  the  air  of  a theatre  can  be  purified 
just  as  sand  and  other  foreign  substances 
are  removed  from  army  tanks  by  electronic 
plates,”  Fitzgibbons  remarked.  “Germicidal 
lamps  now  being  used  in  some  barracks  and 
industrial  plants  are  doing  an  amazing  job 
of  disinfecting  air  and  will  do  much  to  pro- 
tect health  in  theatres. 

“We  are  very  much  interested  in  a newly 
discovered  method  of  carpeting  which  has 
proved  effective  in  several  tests.  It  consists 
of  spraying  wool  and  latex  on  a concrete 
floor.  This  method  is  claimed  to  be  just 
as  efficient  as  regular  carpet.” 

Theatre  seats  will  undergo  a considerable 
change  in  his  opinion.  Samples  of  a new 
type  of  “roll  back”  seat  which  will  be  manu- 
factured by  a Canadian  firm  have  already 
been  shown.  This  seat  will  permit  people 
to  pass  seated  patrons  who  will  not  have  to 
stand  up  to  allow  passage.  Several  com- 
panies are  working  with  nerve  specialists  to 
develop  a type  of  seat  to  give  complete  com- 
fort and  rest.  Experiments  also  are  being 
conducted  to  develop  new  types  of  the- 
atre screens  which  will  be  more  restful  on 
the  eyes  of  the  patrons. 

An  adaptation  of  the  wartime  “walkie 
talkie”  equipment  will  speed  communications 
between  service  staffs  and  managers,  Fitz- 
gibbons predicted. 

“Television,  it  is  altogether  likely,  will 
play  a part  in  postwar  theatre  programs.  Its 
principal  asset  at  the  present  time  of  de- 
velopment is  the  speed  with  which  it  can 
report  new  events,”  he  remarked. 


M.  E.  Walker  Buys  Bldg. 

SACKVILLE,  N.  B. — The  Imperial  Theatre 
Bldg,  here  has  been  bought  by  M.  E.  Walker, 
operator  of  the  Imperial  the  last  ten  years. 
Besides  the  theatre  there  are  several  stores 
on  the  street  floor  and  a club  and  Red  Cross 
hall  above.  Walker  also  has  the  Gaiety  here 
and  Roxy  in  Shubenacadie. 


Fix  Eastern  Dividend 

MONTREAL — Directors  of  Eastern  Thea- 
tres, Ltd.,  have  declared  a dividend  of  50 
cents  per  share,  payable  February  10  to  hold- 
ers of  record  January  15. 


Good  Friday  Is  Next 
Dominion  Holiday 

OTTAWA — The  next  statutory  holiday  for 
all  Canada  is  Good  Friday,  which  falls  on 
March  30  under  government  wartime  pro- 
visions. The  next  will  not  occur  until  Mon- 
day, July  2,  when  Canada’s  birthday  will  be 
observed.  The  few  remaining  legal  holidays 
recognized  by  the  federal  powers  are  Mon- 
day, September  3,  Labor  Day;  Monday,  Oc- 
tober 8,  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  Tuesday, 
December  25,  for  Christmas. 

The  official  holiday  list  has  been  cut  se- 
verely by  the  government  for  economic  rea- 
sons but  there  will  be  various  other  days 
which  will  be  generally  observed  unofficially. 
These  include  Easter  Monday,  April  2;  Civic 
Holiday,  which  will  be  proclaimed  by  mu- 
nicipalities everywhere  for  Monday,  August  6, 
and,  in  many  places,  Thursday,  May  24,  will 
be  set  aside  in  memory  of  Queen  Victoria  and 
in  observance  of  Empire  Day.  There  will  be 
little  controversy  this  year  on  the  question 
of  observing  Armistice  Day  because  Novem- 
ber 11  falls  on  a Sunday. 

The  province  of  Quebec  has  a complete 
additional  set  of  holidays  for  religious  pur- 
poses which  are  sanctioned  by  the  Ottawa 
government.  One  of  these  has  already  been 
celebrated,  namely,  January  2 or  “Little 
Christmas”  which  is  just  as  important  to 
French-Canadians  as  December  25.  The  other 
Quebec  holidays  include  Ash  Wednesday, 
February  14,  which  is  also  St.  Valentine’s 
Day;  June  22,  St.  John  the  Baptist  Day; 
Thursday,  November  1,  All  Saints’  Day,  and 
December  8,  Feast  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception. Quebec  has  practically  double  the 
official  holidays  that  the  rest  of  Canada  en- 
joys and  the  dates  are  important  in  the 
theatre  man’s  calendar. 

Mature  Couples  Crashing 
Theatres  at  St.  John 

ST.  JOHN — Approaching  a doorman  and 
asking  that  somebody  be  located  in  the  seats 
is  not  new  as  a way  to  gain  entrance  to  a 
theatre  without  paying.  But  it  has  been 
started  here  by  couples.  They  usually  choose 
a time  when  there  are  people  at  the  standee 
rail  in  the  back  of  the  auditorium  when 
the  doorman  is  busy.  Once  they  get  past  the 
doorman  the  couple  disappears  the  first  time 
he  turns  his  back.  He  hasn’t  the  time  or 
the  opportunity  to  check  on  them  and  usually 
he  soon  forgets  their  appearances  anyway. 

This  trick  is  being  worked  mostly  by  peo- 
ple of  mature  ages.  The  kids  have  more 
luck  sneaking  through  the  exits,  as  all  now 
must  be  unlocked  while  people  are  in  the 
house.  Paid  customers  are  getting  accus- 
tomed to  seeing  a string  of  boys  and  girls 
sneaking  into  a theatre  in  the  dark  on  their 
midriffs.  After  seeing  the  show  once  they 
annoy  everybody  within  seeing  and  hearing 
radius. 

"Fantasia"  Brought  Back 
11th  Time  at  Toronto 

TORONTO — “Fantasia”  in  its  original  form 
has  just  played  the  Royal  Alexandra  here 
for  the  11th  time  as  a film  roadshow  over 
a period  of  four  years  at  the  same  admis- 
sion scale  of  75  cents  top.  “The  Great  Mr. 
Handel”  also  was  brought  back  for  a second 
week’s  engagement,  commencing  January  9, 
at  the  same  theatre  which  is  ordinarily  a 
legitimate  house. 


Nina  Foch  to  New  Term  Pact 

Nina  Foch  has  been  given  a new  term  pact 
at  Columbia. 
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Patronage  Remains 
Near  Holiday  Peaks 

TORONTO — There  was  little  recession  in 
first  run  business  after  the  holiday  rush  and 
with  continued  bad  weather,  holdovers  at 
three  theatres  received  nice  patronage  in 
competition  with  fresh  releases.  “Together 
Again”  set  the  pace  at  the  Imperial  while  a 
second  week  of  “Mrs.  Parkington”  at  Loew’s 
Yonge  Street,  “Can’t  Help  Singing”  at  Loew’s 
Uptown  and  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  at  Shea’s 
all  did  par  or  better. 


(Average  is  100) 

Eglinton — Two  Girls  and  a Sailor  (M-G-M) 95 

Imperial — Together  Again  (Col)-- - 115 

Loew's — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk -105 

Shea's — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

Tivoli — Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox);  One 

Mysterious  Night  (Col)  90 

Uptown — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 


Montreal  Theatres  Reap  Harvest 
As  New  Year  Parties  Go  On 

MONTREAL — First  run  theatres  enjoyed  a 
good  opening  week  following  the  New  Year’s 
Eve  performances,  as  thousands  of  French- 
Canadians  continued  on  holiday  and  a visit 
to  the  films,  daily  was  part  of  their  usual 
celebration.  The  verdict  “very  good”  applied 
to  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  at  Loew’s,  “Bowery 
to  Broadway”  at  the  Capitol,  “Irish  Eyes  Are 
Smiling”  at  the  Palace,  and  “Kansas  City 
Kitty”  at  the  Princess.  “Adventure  in  Music” 
at  His  Majesty’s  drew  its  quota  of  music  lov- 
ers. Almost  sensational  crowds  prevailed  at 
the  Orpheum  where  the  French  language 
version  of  “Sun  Valley  Serenade”  (Tu  Seras 
Mon  Mari)  was  shown. 

Capitol — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ);  Murder  in 

the  Blue  Room  (Univ) - Very  good 

His  Majesty's — Adventure  in  Music 

(Alliance)  Special  appeal 

Lcew's — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  held Crowds 

Orpheum — Tu  Seras  Mon  Mari  (WB) Exceptional 

Palace — Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox) Good 

Princess — Kansas  City  Kitty  (Col);  Ever 

Since  Venus  (Col) - Good 

Calgary  Crowds  Spill  Into  Nabe 
Houses  at  New  Year's  Shows 

CALGARY  — Boxoffice  business  returned 
with  a rush  during  Yuletide  winding  up  with 
capacity  house  at  the  New  Year’s  Eve  mid- 
night frolics.  These  Sunday  midnight  shows 
packed  downtown  houses  with  overflow  going 
to  all  suburban  houses  running  late  shows. 
With  plenty  of  noisemakers,  and  some  gifts 
drawn  for  lucky  patrons,  the  advanced  price 
late  shows  generally  consisted  of  one  good 
feature,  some  shorts  and  a seasonable  song 
record  for  a community  sing  as  the  bells  rang. 
One  downtown  house  cut  out  gifts,  did  well 
with  a ten-act  vaudeville  bill  and  a good  fea- 
ture. 


Capitol — Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) Very  good 

Grand — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ) Good 


Palace — Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox)  ...  Very  good 

"For  Men  Only"  Billing  Is 
Cause  of  Near  Riot 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

FRANKFORT,  KY. — A show  advertised  “for 
men  only”  at  the  Grand  Theatre  literally 
brough  out  a mob  of  “eager  beavers”  recently. 

The  men  became  so  impatient  to  get  into 
the  show  that  they  staged  a miniature  riot 
and  damaged  the  theatre  boxoffice  to  the 
tune  of  $100. 

Police  on  duty  near  the  show  said  they 
had  warned  the  men  in  the  crowd  against 
“rough  stuff”  several  times  but  that  no  ar- 
rests were  made. 


Gets  Role  in  "Hold  High  the  Torch" 

Bill  Wallace,  former  standin  for  Frank  Mor- 
gan, has  been  given  a role  in  Metro’s  “Hold 
High  the  Torch.” 


Canada  Gains  in  Film  World 


MONTREAL — Never  has  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  offered  Canadian  writers  the 
opportunities  which  now  exist  for  themes 
dealing  with  the  Dominion  provided  they 
have  boxoffice  appeal,  John  Grierson,  com- 
missioner of  the  National  Film  Board,  said 
in  an  interview  here.  He  was  just  back  from 
a fortnight’s  visit  to  Hollywood  and  he  said 
Canada  had  assumed  a new  status  in  the 
eyes  of  Americans,  and  for  this  several  fac- 
tors are  responsible. 

These  are  the  wide  publicizing  of  the  Do- 
minion’s war  activities,  an  accumulation  of 
the  Canadian  colony  in  Los  Angeles  and  an 
increase  in  its  representation  in  the  produc- 
ing, directional,  writing  and  acting  branches 
of  Hollywood’s  film  industry,  a realization  by 
U.S.  producers  of  the  importance  of  the  Cana- 
dian market  and  an  “extraordinary  goodwill” 
which  has  been  manifested  toward  Canada. 

Grierson  said  Canada  now  is  one  of  the 
largest  producers  of  film  shorts  nationally  and 
internationally.  In  the  past  she  has  depend- 
ed upon  the  initiative  of  London  and  Holly- 
wood so  far  as  feature  films  are  concerned. 
Hollywood  always  has  been  interested  in 
themes  dealing  with  the  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  and  since  the  war  has  had  films  on 
the  Canadian  air  force  and  navy.  “Captains  of 
the  Clouds”  and  “Corvette  K-225”  already 
have  been  produced. 

Because  of  the  similar  tastes  of  the  two 
countries,  Canada  is  regarded  as  the  “safest” 
market  for  American  films.  “Hollywood  is 
conscious  of  the  new  manner  of  trading,” 
said  Grierson.  “You  have  not  only  got  to  go 
into  a country  but  you  must  be  a good  citizen 
of  it  as  well.” 

The  Film  Board  has  been  able  to  widen  the 
popularity  its  short  subjects  enjoy  on  the 
British  screen,  and  any  flow  of  ideas  to  the 
London  studios  will  be  sympathetically  con- 
sidered. “The  economies  of  the  situation  are 
the  Magna  Carta  for  writers,”  Grierson  said. 
The  Canadian  market  is  worth  $15,000,000  to 
American  producers  and  Ontario  alone  repre- 
sents as  good  a market  as  that  afforded  by 
Brazil,  he  asserted. 

Col.  John  Cooper  Says  15-Million 
Valuation  Is  "More  Like  Eight" 

TORONTO — Col  John  A.  Cooper  of  To- 
ronto, long  a prominent  figure  in  the  Cana- 
dian film  industry,  immediately  took  excep- 
tion to  the  valuation  by  John  Grierson,  NFB 
commissioner,  of  the  Canadian  film  market 
at  $15,000,000,  saying  that  the  figure  was 
“more  like  $8,000,000,”  and  that  the  NFB 
commissioner  had  overestimated  Canadian 
returns  to  U.S.  producing  companies. 

Colonel  Cooper  volunteered  the  information 
that  approximately  $1,000,000  of  Canadian 
film  revenue  went  to  England  and  countries 
other  than  the  United  States;  that  the  cost 
of  positive  prints  in  a year  could  be  placed 
at  another  $1,000,000,  with  most  of  these 
prints  being  made  in  the  Dominion  from 
master  negatives;  that  the  administration 
and  operating  costs  of  film  exchanges  in 
Canada  accounted  for  another  $4,000,000; 
that  $500,000  was  spent  annually  by  distribu- 
tors under  the  heading  of  advertising;  that 
censorship  fees  in  eight  provinces  represented 
an  expenditure  of  $250,000  each  year  and,  in 
addition,  there  was  the  five  per  cent  federal 
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remittance  tax  on  all  payments  to  home  of- 
fices in  the  States  as  well  as  corporation  in- 
come taxation. 

The  revenue  paid  to  U.S.  producing  com- 
panies from  Canada  was  more  like  $8,000,000 
than  the  $15,000,000  quoted  by  Commissioner 
Grierson,  he  said,  inferring  that  a wrong  im- 
pression would  result  from  Grierson’s  esti- 
mate of  Canada’s  contribution  to  U.S.  com- 
panies. Colonel  Cooper  pointed  out  that  he 
was  not  seeking  publicity  in  the  matter,  as 
usual,  but  he  could  be  quoted  as  the  authority 
for  the  breakdown  of  Canadian  film  industry 
costs  and  the  estimate  of  the  annual  revenue 
to  American  companies. 


Pact  Extension  on  Dorothy  Malone 

Warners  has  given  Dorothy  Malone  a pact 
extension.  She  screen  debuts  in  “The  Big 
Sleep.” 


MONTREAL 


TLJidnight  shows  at  New  Year’s  were  com- 
pletely sold  out,  an  evidence  of  prosper- 
ity which  carried  over  as  the  holiday  spirit 
was  not  exhausted  amongst  the  French- 
Canadians  until  January  6,  a date  which  is 
variously  known  as  Epiphany,  Twelfth  Night 
and  Little  Christmas.  Many  French-Cana- 
aians  take  a full  week’s  holiday  at  New  Year’s 
and  their  patronage  was  a notable  help  in 
the  week  following  the  festival.  There  was 
one  dark  spot,  however.  Lights  were  out  at 
the  Gayety,  penalized  by  the  provincial  gov- 
ernment for  exhibiting  stage  shows  Sundays 
in  contravention  of  the  Lord’s  Day  act, 
which  does  not,  however,  affect  motion  pic- 
ture shows. 


An  outstanding  musical  event  staged  at  the 
St.  Denis  by  France  Film  Co.  was  the  first 
visit  here  of  the  Toronto  symphony  orchestra 
of  85  musicians  conducted  by  Sir  Ernest  Mac- 
Millan. Jean  Dansereau  was  solo  pianist.  The 
engagement  was  a return  courtesy  for  the 
welcome  given  the  Montreal  philharmonic  or- 
chestra in  Toronto  last  October  . . . The 
French-Canadian  theatrical  world  mourns  a 
veteran  star,  Elzear  Hamel,  74,  who  recently 
celebrated  his  50th  anniversary  in  the  thea- 
tre. His  characterization  of  Baptiste,  French- 
Canadian  prototype,  is  legendary  among  his 
compatriots.  Shortly  before  his  death  he  was 
engaged  in  radio  broadcasting. 

Filmrow  is  gratified  over  the  promotion 
from  Warners  sales  ranks  here  of  Grattan 
Kiely,  who  is  now  branch  manager  succeeding 
I.  “Babe”  Coval  who  is  being  assigned  to  a 
new  post  in  Trinidad  under  Wolfe  Cohen. 
Coval  left  for  New  York  following  a farewell 
party  at  the  Mount  Royal.  Grattan  Kiely  has 
motion  pictures  in  the  blood.  He  is  the  son 
of  a veteran  Newfoundland  exhibitor,  J.  P. 
Kiely,  and  has  been  with  Warners  since  1937. 

“Billy”  Eckstein,  composer  and  veteran 
pianist  of  the  silent  films  days,  has  written 
a new  song,  “Sweet  Senorita,”  which  he  is 
anxious  to  have  published  in  Canada  to 
prove  his  contention  that  it  is  not  necessary 
for  a Canadian  to  go  to  the  United  States 
to  put  his  songs  across  . . . Canada’s  Tin- 
Hats  Revue,  recently  returned  from  enter- 
taining Allied  troops  overseas,  has  been  re- 
fitted and  will  soon  embark  on  a two-month 
Dominion-wide  tour  of  army  and  air  force 
camps  . . . Over  600  Smiths  Falls  boys  and 
girls  met  Santa  Claus  at  a special  perform- 
ance of  film  shorts  and  community  singing 
in  the  Capitol  there  . . . Les  Compagnons,  a 
French-Canadian  group  from  St.  Laurent 
College,  has  been  enjoying  a successful  sea- 
son at  the  Hermitage. 
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CALGARY 

Qffshoot  of  the  visit  of  John  Grierson,  Do- 
^ minion  film  commissioner  to  Calgary  re- 
cently, is  the  withdrawal  of  the  newest 
World  in  Action  series  from  industrial  and 
rural  circuits,  according  to  Jack  Reid,  local 
manager  of  United  Artists.  It  was  reported 
that  in  many  cases  exhibitions  of  this  series 
were  offering  unfair  competition  to  estab- 
lished theatres  in  larger  centers. 

Eddie  Welles,  Dominion  secretary  of  film 
boards  of  trade,  will  come  west  this  month  on 
a transcontinental  trip  of  key  cities  where 
boards  are  functioning.  When  visiting  Cal- 
gary, Welles  will  discuss  film  board  activities 
and  renew  old  acquaintances. 

Harry  Phillet,  former  manager  here  of 
Regal  Films,  handling  M-G-M  product,  has 
become  exhibitor  in  a big  way.  His  recent 
ventures  as  exhibitor  at  Dawson  Creek  and 
in  Edmonton  have  so  enthused  him  he  has 
bought  out  the  Grace  Peebles  circuit  in 
Manitoba.  This  circuit  comprises  two  thea- 
tres at  Dauphin,  one  at  Flin  Flon,  Sherridon 
and  Russell.  Phillet  and  his  family  are  mov- 
ing from  Calgary  to  make  their  domicile  at 
Dauphin,  which  is  the  headquarters  of  the 
circuit. 

With  Yuletide  festivities  over,  film  men  of 
Calgary  got  off  on  the  road  early  in  the  year. 
One  of  the  first  to  go  was  Maurice  Saifer, 
salesman  for  Warners  who  is  covering  the 
northern  and  eastern  territory  into  Sas- 
katchewan. He  will  reach  Saskatoon  in  time 
for  his  brother’s  wedding  July  14.  L.  A.  C. 
“Davie”  Saifer,  now  in  the  air  force,  was 
well  known  in  Winnipeg  as  manager  of  the 
Rialto  before  donning  the  blue  uniform.  The 
prospective  bride  is  Sylvia  Sugarman  of  Sas- 
katoon. 


Gloria  and  Joy  Signed  for  "Docks" 

Gloria  Pope  and  Joy  Reese  have  been  signed 
for  leading  roles  in  Monogram’s  “Docks  of 
New  York.” 


Art  Director  on  "Over  21" 

Rudolph  Sternad  has  been  handed  the  art 
director  chores  on  Columbia’s  “Over  21.” 


Eastern  Theatres  Declare 
A 50-Cent  Dividend 

TORONTO  — Common  shareholders  of 
Eastern  Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  will  be  paid 
a dividend  of  50  cents  February  10,  accord- 
ing to  the  company  records  of  January  15. 
This  company  operates  the  large  Imperial 
in  downtown  Toronto  and  is  a subsidiary  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  The  dis- 
bursement on  common  shares  indicates  that 
the  theatre  has  enjoyed  a successful  finan- 
cial ' year. 


OTTAWA 


The  nearby  town  of  Smiths  Falls  will  have 
a second  theatre,  a 750-seat  house  the  site 
for  which  is  the  Murphy  block,  the  estimated 
cost  being  $75,000,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  Samuel  Maldaver.  The  Capitol 
there  is  a unit  of  the  Allen  chain. 

The  Roxy  at  Cornwall,  Canada’s  newest  in- 
corporated city,  has  a new  manager  in  J.  C. 
Kennedy,  recently  transferred  from  Hamil- 
ton to  succeed  Murray  Berg  who  goes  to  To- 
ronto to  become  assistant  to  Sam  Fingold, 
proprietor  of  an  Ontario  circuit  affiliated 
with  Odeon. 

The  seat  capacity  of  the  Lido  at  Rouyn  has 
been  enlarged  by  200  seats  by  the  construc- 
tion of  an  addition  at  the  rear  and  the  re- 
moval of  a stage.  Manager  F.  H.  Robin  also 
announces  an  air-conditioning  system  will  be 
installed  soon. 

B.  Goldin  has  returned  to  his  army  post 
here  following  his  marriage  to  his  former 
cashier  at  Calgary  where  he  is  the  proprietor 
of  the  Kinema  and  Tivoli  . . . Excessive  snow 
and  very  low  temperatures  the  last  several 
weeks  have  disrupted  travel  throughout  the 
Ottawa  Valley  and  eastern  Ontario,  with 
hardships  on  small  town  theatres.  The  ther- 
mometer at  Ottawa  showed  23  degrees  below 
zero  January  6. 


Joan  Harrison  to  Produce  "Eye" 

Joan  Harrison  is  set  to  produce  Universal’s 
“The  Third  Eye.” 


Variation  in  1944  Canadas  Best 


TORONTO — Divergent  tastes  in  film  fare 
of  the  past  year  in  Canada  are  indicated  in 
selections  of  the  “best  ten”  of  1944  by  re- 
viewers here,  which  also  are  quite  different 
to  choices  announced  in  the  United  States. 
One  reason  for  this  difference  is  that  some 
of  the  features  widely  shown  in  the  States 
have  not  been  seen  in  the  Dominion,  a not- 
able example  being  “Wilson.” 

Roly  Young,  critic  of  the  Toronto  Globe 
and  Mail,  headed  his  list  with  a British  film, 
“This  Happy  Breed,”  while  at  the  bottom 
was  “Going  My  Way”  which  was  enthusias- 
tically treated  by  U.S.  groups.  Between  these 
two  nominations  were  “Madame  Curie,”  “The 
Lodger,”  “Cover  Girl,”  “Miracle  of  Morgan’s 
Creek,”  “San  Demetrio,  London,”  “Dragon 
Seed,”  “The  Climax”  and  “Irish  Eyes  Are 
Smiling.”  Two  pictures  in  Young’s  selections 
were  of  British  origin. 

Considerably  different  was  the  1944  list 
chosen  by  Ray  Lewis,  veteran  in  the  trade 
now  editing  a film  publication,  but  the  quali- 
fication was  made  that  it  included  only  fea- 
tures which  actually  had  been  seen.  Listed 
in  alphabetical  order,  they  were:  “Cover  Girl,” 
“Christmas  Holiday,”  “Gaslight,”  “Going  My 
Way,”  “Passage  to  Marseille,”  “Since  You 
Went  Away,”  “Sweet  Rosie  O’Grady,”  “The 
Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,”  “Thousands  Cheer” 


and  “Up  in  Arms.” 

Jack  Karr  of  the  Toronto  Star  submitted 
a list  which  also  included  two  British 
features  but  which  was  also  quite  different 
to  other  selections.  His  choices:  “Cover  Girl,” 
“Miracle  of  Morgan’s  Creek,”  “Gaslight,” 
“Two  Girls  and  a Sailor,”  “Thunder  Rock,” 
“Double  Indemnity,”  “Going  My  Way,”  “Since 
You  Went  Away,”  “This  Happy  Breed”  and 
“Laura.” 

It  is  noteworthy  that  only  two  features, 
“Going  My  Way”  and  “Cover  Girl,”  ap- 
peared on  all  three  Toronto  lists. 

By  way  of  further  variety  in  Canadian 
selections  in  the  list  presented  by  Herbert 
Whittaker  of  the  Gazette,  the  only  morning 
daily  in  Montreal,  as  follows: 

“San  Demetrio,  London,”  “Lifeboat,”  “The 
Purple  Heart,”  “Home  in  Indiana,”  “Voice 
in  the  Wind,”  “Going  My  Way,”  “Hail  the 
Conquering  Hero,”  “The  Seventh  Cross,” 
“Thunder  Rock”  and  “Lost  Angel.” 

Whittaker’s  choices  differ  from  those  of 
Toronto  critics  in  all  but  three  pictures, 
“Going  My  Way,”  “San  Demetrio,  London” 
and  “Thunder  Rock.”  The  last  two  named 
are  British  films,  each  of  which  was  picked 
separately  by  a Toronto  newspaper  man. 
“Going  My  Way”  was  the  only  picture  that 
appeared  on  every  list. 


TORONTO 


Oir  Ernest  Cooper,  a representative  of  the 

British  government  and  brother  of  Col. 
John  A.  Cooper  of  Toronto,  is  now  engaged 
in  business  discussions  in  the  U.S.  after  a 
two-week  visit  here.  He  is  expected  to  re- 
turn to  England  at  the  end  of  January  . . . 
The  Nathanson  Employes  Bowling  League 
resumed  play  Monday  after  a three-week 
layoff  on  account  of  the  holidays.  The  par- 
ticipants are  the  staffs  of  Odeon,  Empire- 
Universal,  Sovereign  Films,  General  Theatres 
and  Associated  Theatres. 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  pur- 
chase for  $110,000  by  20th  Century  Theatres, 
Toronto,  of  the  Vanity  at  Windsor,  which 
seats  966.  The  circuit  is  an  affiliate  of  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  Corp.  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harvey  Hunt  have  become  parents  of 
a third  daughter.  He  is  a FPC  head  office 
booker  . . . When  the  Waterloo,  Ont.,  Young 
Men’s  Club  was  unable  to  distribute  gifts  of 
candy  to  the  young  children  of  that  town, 
Manager  Walter  Lackenbauer  of  the  Water- 
loo Theatre  came  to  the  rescue  by  having 
all  juveniles  as  free  guests  at  two  special 
performances.  Present  were  1,200  kiddies. 

Aaron  Wolfe,  an  air  force  officer,  is  re- 
covering from  illness  and  expects  to  return 
shortly  to  the  Toronto  film  field,  this  time 
with  a film  exchange.  He  was  a local  theatre 
manager  for  some  years  before  enlistment 
. . . Sgt.  Robert  Cauley  of  the  air  force  and 
son  of  Manager  A.  E.  Cauley  of  the  Capitol, 
Peterborough,  was  married  to  Sonya  Hamil- 
ton McMane,  daughter  of  Lieut. -Col.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  McMane,  at  St.  Michael’s 
Cathedral  here. 

Supervisor  Dick  Main  of  Odeon  Theatres 
of  Canada  has  announced  the  appointment 
of  Clare  Shannon  of  the  Odeon,  Sarnia,  Ont., 
to  manage  the  Paradise  in  Toronto  in  suc- 
cession to  Nate  Bresver  who  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Oak  at  Brandon,  Man.  The 
Oak  recently  was  taken  over  100  per  cent 
by  Odeon.  George  Aikens  continues  as  man- 
ager of  the  Sarnia  Odeon. 

Dave  Griesdorf  of  Vancouver,  Odeon  su- 
pervisor for  British  Columbia,  has  returned 
to  his  desk  after  a conference  at  the  Odeon 
head  office  here. 


Professional  Bingo  Running 
Unbothered  Along  Coast 

ST.  JOHN— Although  subjected  to  police 
action  in  some  places  in  recent  months,  in- 
cluding Montreal,  bingo  continues  unmolested 
through  the  Atlantic  provinces.  The  attorney 
general’s  department  of  Nova  Scotia  has  sent 
notices  several  times  to  municipalities,  point- 
ing out  that  bingo  is  against  the  law.  Some 
exhibitors  also  have  proclaimed  the  bingo 
promoters  were  operating  without  licenses. 
There  is  no  objection  to  a bingo  party  being 
held  under  auspices  of  a legitimate  church 
or  charity  organization,  but  in  many  in- 
stances the  professional  promoters  are  sim- 
ply using  the  names  of  organizations  and 
paying  a lump  sum  each  month  for  the 
privilege.  With  the  promoters  getting  the 
gravy  of  course. 

The  bingo  bug  seems  to  infect  women  par- 
ticularly, and  many  of  them  leave  their 
homes,  husbands  and  children  every  night. 
By  taking  several  cards  and  participating  in 
sweepstakes  and  special  games,  from  $5  to 
$15  can  be  lost  in  one  session.  The  children 
run  wild  on  the  streets  while  the  mothers 
are  away  and  often  get  into  trouble  with 
the  police  becaues  of  thieving,  vandalism, 
truancy,  bad  language,  etc. 
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Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


Any  Dead  End  Kids  on  Your  Pay  Roll? — 

Manual  for  Ushers  Lists 
Rules  for  Good  Service 


PHILADELPHIA  TIEUP  — Before  the 
showing  of  “Brazil”  at  Keith’s,  Phila- 
delphia, Richard  Mayers  of  William 
Goldman  Theatres  made  a tieup  with 
a large  coffee  firm  and  a good  looking 
Spanish  girl  served  the  beverage  in  the 
lobby.  In  addition.  Pioneer  Food  Stores 
carried  mentions  of  both  the  coffee  and 
the  picture  in  their  newspaper  ads. 

Autograph  Folder 
A "Canteen"  Hit 

NEW  YORK — Two  weeks  before  showing 
Warners’  “Hollywood  Canteen”  RKO  the- 
atres started  handing  out  a one-piece  folder 
of  photographs  and  autographs  of  26  of  the 
62  stars  in  the  picture. 

Harry  Mandel,  RKO  theatres  publicity  di- 
rector, prepared  the  folder.  It  also  can  be 
used  as  a mailing  piece.  It  was  so  popular 
with  autograph  hunters  that  requests  for  it 
came  in  by  mail. 

It  cannot  be  reproduced  suitably  here  but 
any  manager  desiring  to  try  the  stunt  should 
write  to  Mandel  at  1270  Sixth  Ave.,  New 
York,  for  a copy. 

Theatre  names  and  dates  were  imprinted. 

Cincinnati  Campaign  Asks 
Books  for  Army  Hospital 

CINCINNATI — The  new  army  air  force 
hospital  across  the  river  at  Ft.  Thomas  is  to 
get  a library  as  a result  of  a campaign  or- 
ganized by  Joseph  Alexander,  manager  of  the 
RKO  Theatre.  He  will  put  on  a counterpart 
of  the  campaign  used  on  Warners’  “Holly- 
wood Canteen.” 

WCPO  is  broadcasting  120  spot  announce- 
ments asking  public  cooperation.  Tieups 
have  been  made  with  bookstores,  music 
shops,  disc  jockeys  of  the  various  radio  sta- 
tions, columnists  and  others. 


In  a recent  issue  of  Robb  & Rowley’s  24- 
Sheeter  Ace  Clary,  theatre  manager  for  that 
southern  circuit,  gave  caustic  voice  to  a 
New  Year’s  resolution  which  other  long- 
suffering  managers  have  probably  resolved  to 
carry  out.  Said  Clary: 

“It  is  a mystery  why  all  theatre  man- 
agers, with  their  traditional  congeniality, 
have  not  gone  nuts  during  the  past  three 
years  and  on  behalf  of  many  others  who 
have  withstood  the  trials  and  sufferings,  I 
wish  to  offer  my  V-Day  resolution,  to  wit: 

“Be  it  resolved:  That  I shall  personally 
demobilize  all  the  Dead  End  Kids  or  facsimile 
thereof  now  on  my  pay  roll  whom  I have  had 
to  cajole,  soothe  and  wheedle  for  the  dura- 
tion. They  get  in  my  hair  and  causeth  me 
to  have  gigantic  nightmares.” 

Based  on  Hope 

Clary,  of  course,  is  basing  that  resolution 
on  the  hope  that  “the  duration”  will  be  end- 
ed sometime  during  these  next  12  months. 

In  the  meantime,  probably,  there  is  noth- 
ing to  do  but  suffer  along  as  best  one  can. 
However,  Charles  H.  Ryan,  Chicago,  assistant 
zone  manager  for  Warner  Bros,  circuit,  has 
attempted  to  carry  on  with  whatever  small 
minority  of  Dead  Encf  Kids  are  in  the  Warner 
organization  and  to  benefit  the  conscien- 
tious rank  and  file  of  employes  by  publica- 
tion of  an  elaborate  service  manual  for  their 
guidance. 

After  telling  the  service  personnel  that 
service  to  the  public  is  one  sure  way  to  make 
any  kind  of  business  establishment  safe  from 
assault  or  competition  Ryan  offers  a 12-point 
pledge  as  follows: 

To  be  a gentleman. 

To  render  100  per  cent  service. 

To  be  courteous  to  patrons  and  to  fellow 
employes. 

To  work  willingly  and  cheerfully. 

To  be  pleasant  and  wear  a smile. 

To  be  alert,  to  anticipate  patrons’  desires 
and  to  surprise  them  with  services  and  at- 
tentions they  do  not  expect. 

To  speak  pleasantly:  To  say  “Yes  sir,” 
and  “No  sir,”  and  “I  thank  you,”  and  “Please,” 
in  a pleasant  voice. 

To  obey  our  rules  because  I realize  that 
rules  are  necessary  in  a business  organiza- 
tion. 

To  practice  headwork  and  heartwork  be- 
cause I know  that  these  virtues  are  indis- 
pensable to  success. 

To  keep  my  temper. 

To  avoid  arguing  with  a patron. 

To  make  every  patron  satisfied  and  happy. 

20  Rules  for  Gaining  Goodwill 

Ryan  then  listed  20  rules  for  gaining  good- 
will by  giving  good  service.  Among  them 
were  warnings  to  be  neat  and  dignified,  to 
avoid  giving  flippant  answers  to  patrons,  to 
avoid  arguments  and  to  be  alert  on  their 
posts. 


“Make  a special  effort  to  comfort  elderly 
people,”  Ryan  wrote.  “Report  anyone  chang- 
ing seats  more  than  once  during  the  per- 
formance and  always  meet  rudeness  with 
tact  and  kindness.” 

He  urged  them  to  maintain  quiet  during 
the  performance  and  to  reply  courteously  to 
all  questions.  Such  phrases  as  “this  way 
please”;  “kindly  remove  your  arm,  please” 
and  similar  requests  are  magic  words,  ac- 
cording to  Ryan,  and  should  always  be  used 
in  addressing  patrons. 

“Mothers  with  crying  babies  should  be 
asked  to  step  to  the  foyer  until  the  baby  be- 
comes quiet,”  he  continued.  “You,  by  your 
conduct,  can  make  or  break  this  theatre.  It 
may  take  a hundred  dollars  worth  of  adver- 
tising to  coax  a new  patron  into  this  thea- 
tre and  you,  with  surly  manner  or  sulky  word, 
can  drive  them  away  never  to  return.” 

Ryan  pointed  out  that  ushers  Should  know 
the  schedule  of  the  shows,  so  that  when  pa- 
trons ask  them  some  such  question  as  “what 
time  will  I get  out  if  I go  in  now?”  they  will 
get  an  intelligent  answer. 

Make  Good  Contacts 

He  reminded  them  that  they  were  not  only 
learning  the  rudiments  of  show  business  in 
the  best  of  all  schools  but  that  they  were  in 
a position  to  form  valuable  contacts  and 
attract  the  attention  of  executives  in  other 
lines  one  way  or  another — either  as  courteous 
and  efficient  young  men  or  as  the  Dead 
End  Kids  Clary  was  moaning  about. 

Naturally,  there  is  nothing  startling  or 
revolutionary  in  Ryan’s  thesis  for  ushers. 
However,  in  spite  of  perhaps  too  many  lacka- 
daisical employes,  at  present,  there  are  many 
who  want  to  progress  in  the  industry  and 
who  would  take  such  a pledge  and  list  of 
instructions  very  much  to  heart. 

At  any  rate  it  can’t  hurt  any  manager  or 
operator  to  attempt  to  train  his  help  as 
thoroughly  as  he  would  have  done  in  the 
prewar  days  when  young  men  scuffled  in 
lines  to  get  the  jobs  and  studied  to  progress 
after  they  landed  them. 

Civil  Air  Patrol  Essay 
Contest  for  "Romance" 

ALBANY — Awards  to  20  members  of  the 
civil  air  patrol  cadet  corps  in  an  essay  writ- 
ing contest  conducted  by  the  Palace  here  as 
a two-pronged  exploitation  for  “American 
Romance”  and  the  concert  appearance  at  the 
theatre  of  Pianist  Jose  Iturbi  were  made  at  a 
cadet  meeting  and  Christmas  party.  The 
Knickerbocker  News  tied  in  on  the  publicity. 
Iturbi  is  an  officer  of  the  civil  air  patrol  and 
its  musical  director. 

Alex  Sayles  is  the  Palace  manager.  “Ameri- 
can Romance”  played  the  Palace  a week  be- 
fore Iturbi  appeared  on  the  stage. 
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Tells  All  Minneapolis  About  “My  Pal” 


Once  in  a while  there  comes  along 
a film  written  and  produced  with  no 
special  budget  and  released  without  ex- 
tra fanfare,  that  turns  out  to  be  grosser 
of  the  first  rank.  Such  a film  has  been 
"My  Pal  Wolf."  So  when  it  came  up 
on  the  booking  chart  of  Larry  Stewart, 
manager  of  the  Gopher  at  Minneapolis, 
he  decided  to  let  the  whole  city  know 
about  it. 

His  campaign,  worked  out  with  the  as- 
sistance of  Don  Alexander  of  the  advertising 
department  of  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  of  which  circuit  the  Gopher  is  a part, 
started  two  weeks  in  advance  with  a special 
screening  for  film  reviewers  and  other  news 
folk  of  the  Twin  Cities.  This  resulted  in 
generous  reviews  starting  a week  in  advance. 

Columnist  Sponsors  Contest 

In  addition,  Cedric  Adams,  Star  Journal 
columnist,  sponsored  a contest  in  his  daily 
section  in  which  any  boy  or  girl  from  ten 
to  16  was  asked  to  write  an  answer  to  “Why 
I Want  a Pal  Like  Wolf,”  the  best  answer 
to  be  awarded  a three-month-old  shepherd 
puppy.  Fifteen  others  were  offered  passes  to 
the  Gopher.  The  puppy  was  given  away  by 
the  local  LaSalle  Kennels. 

Replies  were  received  from  all  over  Minne- 
sota and  many  from  Wisconsin  and  South 
Dakota.  The  pup  was  presented  to  a St. 
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Paul  boy  in  a stage  ceremony,  on  the  last 
night  of  the  picture,  with  the  Star  Journal 
using  a photo  of  the  event. 

Stewart  planted  stories  on  the  film  in  15 
school  papers  a week  in  advance.  At  the 
same  time  he  set  up  the  interesting  lobby 
display  pictured  in  adjacent  columns,  con- 
sisting of  set  pieces  and  blowups  from  the 
film.  Live  dogs  obtained  from  the  LaSalle 
kennel  intensified  the  attractiveness  of  the 
display.  The  kennel  furnished  two  cham- 
pions valued  at  $30,000  for  the  opening  day. 

Champions  in  the  Lobby 

Stewart  publicized  the  appearance  of  the 
champions  on  his  screen  trailers,  in  the 
newspapers  and  arranged  for  a special  police 
guard  while  the  dogs  were  in  the  lobby. 

All  in  all,  Stewart  reports,  “My  Pal  Wolf” 
was  the  talk  of  Minneapolis. 

Interesting  was  the  preview  article  written 
by  A1  Bloom  of  the  Daily  Times.  It  follows 
in  part: 

Probably  the  most  surprised  people  in  Hollywood 
were  the  folks  back  on  the  RKO  lot  when  they  sat 
back  and  previewed  "My  Pal  Wolf."  Obviously  writ- 
ten and  filmed  as  a low  cost  gesture  to  the  army's 
K9  corps,  the  picture  has  turned  out  to  be  one  of 


DOGS  SELL  DOG  FILM — Above  are 
three  views  of  the  lobby  and  front  of 
the  Gopher  Theatre  in  Minneapolis  show- 
ing displays  Manager  Larry  Stewart  set 
up  for  “My  Pal  Wolf.”  At  top  is  an  ad- 
vance set  made  up  of  a panel  of  still 
blowups  and  a champion  shepherd  with 
his  keeper.  For  the  front  overlaps  were 
used  on  all  displays.  At  bottom  right  is 
the  opening  day  display  featuring  two 
live  dogs  worth  $30,000. 


the  finest  and  most  sensitive  of  the  yeer.  It  is  the 
new  Gopher  offering. 

Dealing  almost  exclusively  with  children  and  a 
German  shepherd  dog,  a combination  which  fre- 
quently leads  to  sloppy  sentimentality,  this  has 
been  handled  with  unusual  feeling  and  understand- 
ing. 

Sharyn  Moffett  is  a sweet  little  girl  who  discovers 
a dog  that  has  become  trapped  in  the  shaft  of  an 
abandoned  mine  and  feeds  it  herself  when  grown- 
ups refuse  to  believe  her  story  that  she  has  found 
a friendly  wolf  . . . 

The  simplicity  of  the  story  makes  it  hard  to  under- 
stand why  it  should  pack  such  an  appeal  and  one 
must  watch  the  sincerity  of  the  child  actors  for  the 
answer.  This  is  one  which  is  sincerely  recommended 
for  adults  and  it  is  certainly  a must  for  children. 
A rousing  4 As. 


Michael  Stranger  Cinches 
Sale  oi  528  Tickets 

NEW  HAVEN — Michael  Stranger,  man- 
ager of  the  Loew’s  Poli  Theatre  here  sold 
528  certain  admissions  to  a local  business 
concern  to  be  used  as  Christmas  gifts  to  its 
employes. 

The  deal  was  worked  out  between  Stranger 
and  Phillips  Stevens,  personnel  director  of 
J-B-T  Instruments,  Inc.,  who  wrote  Stranger 
a letter  of  thanks  for  his  “splendid  coopera- 
tion” in  supplying  the  tickets  in  time  for  the 
concern’s  annual  Christmas  party. 

The  tickets  were  specially  printed  to  give 
at  any  performance  at  the  theatre. 


Put  Ads  in  War  Plants 

BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. — San  Hanauer,  man- 
ager of  the  Rialto  here,  managed  to  get  her- 
alds on  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  planted 
in  locker  rooms  of  all  war  plants.  Besides 
book  displays  he  used  imprinted  paper  bags 
for  a store  tieup. 
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Turns  to  "Snowbirds" 
When  Blizzard  Hits 

NEW  CASTLE,  PA.— The  onslaught  of  a 
record  breaking  blizzard  recently  caused 
Manager  J.  G.  Bell  of  the  Penn  Theatre  here 
to  make  some  quick  and  adroit  changes  in 
one  phase  of  his  campaign  to  exploit  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo.” 

Instead  of  stenciled  sidewalk  marks  he 
used  the  deep  drifts  of  snow  all  over  town 
to  exploit  the  picture  by  means  of  hastily 
contrived  “snowbirds”  consisting  of  cards 
nailed  to  sticks  and  planted  in  the  snow. 

A model  plane  contest  was  used  to  sell  the 
film  and  Bell  based  a radio  contest  on  com- 
petition to  name  titles  of  Spencer  Tracy  pic- 
tures. One  thousand  post  cards  were  mailed 
and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  endorsed  the 
picture  in  all  its  mailings. 

Hartford  Holiday  Verse 
Strikes  a New  Note 

HARTFORD — The  theatre  editors  of  the 
Hartford  Times,  with  suggestions  from  local 
theatre  managers,  carried  the  following  poem 
as  part  of  holiday  ads.  Described  as  a 
“survey  of  holiday  doings”  in  Hartford,  the 
poem  reportedly  was  particularly  well  re- 
ceived by  local  lovers  of  logaoedic  verse. 

'Twas  the  night  before  Christmas  and  all  over  town 
The  show  curtains  go  up,  as  the  white  snow  comes 
down, 

And  defense  workers  sit,  straining  necks  to  see 
The  stars  of  all  the  festivity. 

Carmen  Miranda,  who  for  the  past  two  years 
Held  holiday  theatregoers  in  laughter  and  tears 
Is  back  at  the  Poli,  with  beads  for  bizarre, 

To  find  Manager  Lou  Cohen  needs  a cigar. 

But  Vivian  Blaine  and  our  Michael  O'Shea 
Will  send  him  a box,  and  save  the  bright  day 
Along  with  a SOMETHING  FOR  THE  BOYS 
A musical  film  every  fan  sure  enjoys. 

Bob  Hope  is  the  PIRATE  holding  forth  at  the  Strand 
And  the  PRINCESS,  Virginia  Mayo,  looking  grand. 
Then  Joan  Fontaine's  coming  the  first  of  the  week 
To  the  Allyn,  with  De  Cordova,  in  FRENCHMAN'S 


At  the  Palace,  Manager  Fred  Greenway  is  ridin' 
again 

With  TALL  IN  THE  SADDLE  with  big  John  Wayne, 

A lone-wolf  story  of  a guy  with  a gun, 

And  a gal,  Ella  Raines,  who's  got  to  be  won. 

Down  Asylum  Street  way  at  E.  M.  Loew's 
Manager  George  Landers  is  reviving  two  holiday 
shows, 

With  HENRY  THE  EIGHTH  and  pert  Anne  Boleyn 
Certain  to  bring  Hartford's  royalty  in. 

Vaudeville  is  back  to  make  the  holiday  a wow 
With  beautiful  Elaine  Barrett  top  star  at  the  Dow. 
And  out  on  the  gigantic  stage  at  the  State 
Will  Osborne's  mellow  band  begins  to  percolate. 

Now  Selznick,  now  Zanuck,  now  Korda  and  Cukor! 
On  Dolgin,  de  Mille,  King  Vidor  qnd  Zukor. 

They  fly  to  the  roofs  with  leaps  so  tremendous 
That  your  theatre  editors  write,  "It's  terrific,  stu- 
pendous!'' 

For  Hartfordites,  Ann  Corio,  Sophie  Tucker,  and 
Mike  O'Shea, 

A flock  of  nice  things  for  critics  to  say. 

To  our  own  Elyse  Knox,  a pat  little  volume, 

Of  "Household  Advice''  for  hubby,  Capt.  Tom 
Harmon. 

Attractions  galore  all  over  this  page 
With  a New  Year's  resolution  from  every  local 
stage— 

To  buy  an  extra  war  bond  and  complete  the  fine  job 
Each  audience  has  been  doing  for  soldier  or  gob. 


Biordi  Uses  Grocery  Plug 

ELLWOOD  CITY,  FA. — Andy  Biordi,  man- 
ager of  tJhe  Majestic,  worked  out  a tieup  deal 
with  A&P  stores  here  through  which  3,000 
heralds  on  “Barbary  Coast  Gent”  were  dis- 
tributed. He  obtained  a boost  for  the  film 
in  the  daily  Chamber  of  Commerce  column 
in  a local  newspaper. 


Natalie  Schafer  to  "Masquerade" 

Natalie  Schafer  has  been  addded  to  the 
cast  of  Paramount’s  “Masquerade  in  Mexico.” 
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Local  Ads— Strong  "Guest"  Copy 
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Packers  vs.  Giants 


ORIGINAL  ADS — E.  R.  Brennan,  man- 
ager of  the  Bay  Theatre  at  Green  Bay, 
Wis.,  created  the  three  layouts  on  “Casa- 
nova Brown”  reproduced  in  this  and  the 
adjacent  column,  cleverly  making  use  of 
press  book  mats,  his  own  copy  and  a few 
local  engravings.  A question  consistently 
before  many  managers  concerns  the  com- 
parative value  of  self  or  home-made 
ads;  that  is,  is  their  effectiveness  worth 
the  extra  effort  required?  The  answer 
cannot  be  anything  but  yes  for  the  type 
shown  here.  By  any  criterion — Do  they 
sell  the  picture?  . . . Do  they  add  to  pub- 
lic interest  in  the  theatre? — the  answer 
must  be  yes.  Brennan’s  creation  used 
space  of  3x4,  3x8  and  4x19,  respectively. 


HOW  Fill 
Will  Some 
Women  Go? 


There  is  a certain  tvpc  of  woman  whom  every  wife 
should  know  at  first  glance.  Second  glance  is  often  too  late. 

This  is  the  woman  who  comes  to  a home  as  a guest,  and, 
under  the  protcctTon  of  hospitality,  stays  to  wreck  it.  She  may 
be  a friend,  a neighbor  or  even  a relative. 

IL  eyes  generally  fall  on  the  protector  of  the  home — 
the  husband.  Her  first  aim  is  to  make  him  her  protector.  She 
follows  the  motto  that  a man  is  only  as  good  as  the  woman 
he  is  with.  She  is  prepred  for  any  depth. 

There  arc  stories  like  this  in  any  town,  any  neighbor- 
hood. One  such  story  has  now  reached  the  screen.  It  happened 
only  because  a certain  producer,  whose  list  of  hits  is  the 
largest  in  Hollywood’s  history,  became  possessed  of  a desire 
to  get  away  from  the  ordinary. 

1L  is  the  man  who  made  the  famous  ‘‘Thin  Man” 
scries  with  William  Powell  and  Myrna  Loy.  He  did  “The 
Great  Ziegfcld.”  The  stars  of  his  dozens  of  pictures  run  from 
Jean  Harlow  to  Joan  Crawford  to  Clark  Gable  to  Barbara 
Stanwyck. 

Bu  t to  him,  greater  than  these,  is  the  picture  he  has 
just  completed.  The  title  is  “Guest  In  The  House”— —from 
the  famous  stage  play. 

The  man  who  made  this  picture  is  Hunt  Strombcrg. 
The  players  are  Anne  Baxter,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Aline  McMahon, 
Ruth  Warrick,  Scott  McKay  and  Marie  McDonald. 

Tf  you  think  you  know  how  far  some  women  will  go  to 
attain  their  ends — yod  don’t  need  to  sec  “Guest  In  The 
House.”  If  you  arc  not  sure  you  know,  you  are  going  to  be 
shocked.  But  maybe  a shock  is  what  you  need. 

“Guest  In  The  House”  comes  to  the 

Theatre  on 


EFFECTIVE  COPY  — United  Artists 
has  turned  out  some  very  interesting 
type  ads  on  “Guest  in  the  House”  and 
is  sending  them  out  on  a special  sheet 
with  the  suggestion  that  they  be  used 
as  the  opening  shot  of  campaigns. 
They  come  in  three  and  two-column 
sizes. 


ond  we  want  to  tell  ALL  the  people 
of  Croon  Boy  that  this  picture  Is 
really  “Done  Up  BROWN."  We 
know  you'll  thoroughly  enjoy  this 
gay  light  comedy.  If  you  think  “Mr. 
Deeds  Went  To  Town"  keep  your 
eye  on  'MR.  BROWN'  ...  we  mean 
“CASANOVA  BROWN  " 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  ' Mr.  and  Mrs. 

George  C.  Brown  Wm.  E.  Brown 
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LIGHT  COLORS  STRIKING — In  these  dull,  sunless  days  surprising  results 
can  be  gained  by  using  light  backgrounds  on  fronts.  They  reflect  light  from 
underneath  the  marquee.  United  Artists  made  the  Gotham  front  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  on  Broadway  for  “Three  Is  a Family”  without  going  into  a huge  money 
layout. 


Super  "Victory"  Campaign  in  Dayton 

* * • 


DAYTON — The  well-known  superlatives  of 
the  film  industry  are  necessary  to  describe 
adequately  the  campaign  for  the  military 
premiere  of  “Winged  Victory”  held  Decem- 
ber 20  at  the  RKO  Colonial  Theatre  here. 

Originated  and  carried  out  by  Sid  Zins, 
20th-Fox  exploiteer;  Nate  Wise,  RKO  Dayton 
exploitation  director;  Goodwin  Sable,  man- 
ager of  the  Colonial  Theatre,  and  Bill  Clark, 
RKO  Dayton  city  manager,  the  military  pre- 
miere, held  day  and  date  with  the  New  York 
opening  at  the  Roxy  Theatre,  had  the  sup- 
port of  the  entire  military  personnel  of 
Wright  and  Patterson  fields. 

The  campaign  opened  two  weeks  in  ad- 
vance of  the  premiere  with  a dinner  held  at 
the  Van  Cleve  Hotel  with  General  Knudsen 
of  Wright  Field  as  guest  of  honor.  The 
presidents  and  industrial  heads  of  local  GE 
plants,  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  and  own- 
ers of  the  city’s  largest  department  stores, 
numbering  60,  attended  the  dinner  and  a 
special  screening  of  “Winged  Victory.” 

A B24  Liberator,  which  had  been  retired 
after  completing  49  missions,  was  placed  on 
display  in  front  of  the  Dayton  court  house. 
Twenty-four  MPs  were  detailed  to  guard  the 
ship  day  and  night.  At  night  it  was  made 
visible  by  special  lighting  effects.  Huge 
crowds  were  attracted  by  this  display  at  all 
times. 

In  Tribute  to  Dead 

Special  military  ceremonies  preceded  the 
military  premiere  of  the  picture,  attended 
only  by  military  personnel  and  newspaper 
critics.  The  ceremony  took  place  ia  front 
of  the  bomber.  Among  those  present  were 
Don  Gentile,  famous  ace,  Maj.  Gen.  Bennett 
Meyers,  Maj.  Frank  Krebs,  Col.  Palmer 
Boyles,  and  Col.  E.  J.  Griffin,  ATSC,  chap- 
lain of  Wright  field.  General  Bennett,  as 
master  of  ceremonies,  paid  tribute  to  the 
honored  dead  of  the  air  force  and  placed  a 
wreath  on  the  nose  of  the  ship  in  their 
memory.  Volleys  were  fired  and  taps  was 
sounded. 

The  premiere,  scheduled  to  start  at  7 p.  m., 
was  heralded  by  firing  a bomb  from  the  roof 
of  the  theatre.  This  was  the  signal  for  a 
parade  of  1,000  men  of  the  AAF  and  200 
Wacs  to  start  ten  blocks  distant  from  the 


theatre.  Col.  Palmer  Boyles  led  the  parade 
which  included  Capt.  Robert  Crawford,  mem- 
ber of  the  ferrying  division  and  composer  of 
the  famous  AAF  theme  song,  and  F/O  Gene 
Autry  who  flew  into  Dayton  for  the  occasion. 

High  ranking  AAF  officers  reviewed  the 
parade  from  a grand  stand  erected  in  front 
of  the  theatre  and  stood  at  attention  while 
the  men  marched  into  the  theatre. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  premiere  was 
that  every  seat  in  the  house,  occupied  by  a 
soldier,  was  paid  for  through  courtesy  of  the 
Dayton  merchants.  All  the  money  was  turned 
over  to  army  charities. 

All  Stores  Cooperated 

Every  department  store  in  town  devoted  at 
least  one  window  to  a display  centered 
around  “Winged  Victory.”  Many  showed 
German  and  Japanese  equipment.  The 
Metropolitan  department  store  took  an  en- 
tire page  in  the  Journal  Herald  to  advertise 
the  coming  of  the  picture.  It  did  not  use 
one  word  of  advertising  for  its  own  mer- 
chandise. Other  department  stores  used 
slugs  in  their  regular  advertising  space. 

In  addition  to  twenty-four  24-sheet  boards, 
the  Outdoor  Advertising  Co.  donated  six 
extra  24-sheet  boards  and  at  its  own  expense 
imprinted  one-sheets  on  the  margin  of  60 
of  their  regular  advertising  boards  display- 
ing and  advertising  other  merchandise. 

Autry  stayed  over  one  day  and  made  four 
appearances  at  the  theatre  on  the  day  of  the 
formal  opening  of  the  picture. 

The  Flying  Varieties,  composed  of  60  mem- 
bers of  the  ATSC  were  an  added  attraction 
at  the  military  prevue  of  “Winged  Victory.” 

Sid  Zins,  who  spent  four  weeks  in  Dayton 
to  arrange  the  opening,  paid  high  tribute 
to  the  members  of  the  air  force  who  gave 
such  splendid  support  to  the  premiere. 


Is  Host  to  Spanish  Club 

EMPORIA,  KAS. — The  Granada  Theatre 
here  was  host  to  the  Emporia  Spanish  Club 
recently  for  the  club’s  annual  Spanish  lan- 
guage film.  The  picture  was  “Asi  Se  Quiere 
en  Jalisco,”  a Mexican  musical  comedy.  Club 
members  were  admitted  free. 


Scattered  Ads  Solve 
Lineage  Problem 

EVANSVILLE,  IND. — Lineage  problems  on 
the  amusement  pages  of  the  two  local  papers 
didn’t  disturb  Jesse  D.  Fine,  manager  of  the 
Grand  Theatre,  before  the  showing  of  “Holly- 
wood Canteen.”  He  took  a series  of  one- 
column,  three-inch  ads  and  scattered  them 
through  the  news  pages. 

Each  ad  carried  a different  plug  such  as 
“See  Large  Ad  on  Page  9,”  “Hear  Cole  Porter’s 
‘Don’t  Fence  Me  In,’  ” “Biggest  Ever,”  “62 
Stars,”  “Smash  Show,”  etc. 

Muse  Stirs  Johnny  Farr 
To  Sell  War  Stamps 

NORTH  SYDNEY,  N.  S.— In  advance  of 
the  Yuletide  holiday  Johnny  Farr,  Rhyming 
Rivolite,  dipped  into  verse  again  in  behalf 
of  war  savings  stamps  and  Rivoli  books  of 
tickets  as  suitable  Christmas  gifts.  Under 
the  heading  of  “More  Truth  Than  Poetry” 
he  distributed  copies  of  his  latest  rhyme: 

MORE  TRUTH  THAN  POETRY! 

It's  two  weeks  before  Christmas  and  from  here  to 
Land's  End 

All  the  people  have  coin  they  are  anxious  to  spend. 
In  days  “Ante  Beltum"  we  remembered  each  friend, 
Expensive  and  huge  were  the  gifts  we  would  send. 
But  now  “there's  a war  on"  and  there's  not  much 
to  buy 

On  one  gift,  however,  we  can  always  rely, 
Patriotic  and  pleasing,  for  its  value  keeps  growing, 
When  you  give  friends  WAR  SAVINGS,  good  sense 
you  are  showing 

To  help  win  the  war  and  encourage  folk's  thrift. 
When  peace  comes  again,  they  can  cash  in  your  gift. 

P.S. — A BOOK  OF  RIVOLI  TICKETS  IS  NOT  A BAD 
IDEA  EITHER1 

There  were  displays  of  the  poem,  war  sav- 
ings stamps  and  ticket  books  at  the  Rivoli 
and  in  local  stores,  together  with  announce- 
ments of  coming  pictures. 


McConnell  Stages  Gift 
Show  for  1,187  Kids 

DETROIT — An  unusual  community  service 
show  for  youngsters  was  staged  the  Friday 
before  Christmas  by  Luther  McConnell,  man- 
ager of  the  Civic  Theatre,  Farmington,  for 
Associated  circuit.  McConnell  is  aiming  to 
develop  a real  community  interest  in  his 
theatre  which  is  the  only  one  in  the  town, 
one  of  Detroit’s  outlying  suburbs. 

All  schools  in  the  town  were  contacted, 
and  the  children  invited  to  the  free  shows. 
Because  the  capacity  of  the  theatre  is  only 
700  seats,  two  shows  were  held,  one  in  the 
morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  to  ac- 
commodate the  1,187  children  who  came,  a 
remarkable  turnout  of  the  smaller  folk,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  township,  from 
which  patronage  is  largely  drawn,  was  nearly 
snowbound  at  the  time. 

McConnell  arranged  with  the  local  Ex- 
change Club  to  donate  a quarter  ton  of 
candy  despite  its  rarity,  and  every  child  was 
given  a bag  of  candy.  Both  show  and  candy 
were  free.  The  picture  was  M-G-M’s  “Christ- 
mas Carol,”  based  on  the  Dickens  story. 

McConnell  is  building  up  his  business  for 
child  audiences,  and  plans  a special  show 
once  a month  to  draw  them.  He  is  doing 
special  billing  for  these  latter  shows — which 
will  be  at  regular  juvenile  admissions,  of 
course,  and  has  obviously  won  the  hearts  of 
his  young  patrons  by  his  Christmas  gift  show. 


Leading  Femme  Role  in  "Stranger" 

Beatrice  Gray  has  been  signed  for  the  lead- 
ing femme  role  in  Monogram’s  “Stranger 
From  Santa  Fe.” 
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looking  Ahead  at  Forthcoming  Pictures 
How  in  the  Final  Production  Stages 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Gentle  Annie 

CAST:  James  Craig,  Donna  Reed,  Marjorie  Main,  Paul 
Langton,  Henry  Morgan,  Barton  MacLane,  John  Philiber. 
PRODUCER:  Robert  Sisk.  DIRECTOR:  Andrew  Marton. 
ORIGINAL:  Novel  by  MacKinlay  Kantor.  SCREENPLAY:  No 
credit  set. 

James  Craig,  U.S.  marshal  masquerading  as 
a hobo,  rides  the  rails  into  the  Oklahoma 
Territory  in  1900  in  search  oi  train  robbers. 
Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  tangles  with  Sheriff 
Barton  MacLane  and  is  befriended  by  Paul 
Langton  and  Henry  Morgan,  brothers,  and 
unbeknownst  to  him,  the  bandits.  They  take 
him  home  to  live  with  their  mother,  Marjorie 
Main.  He  becomes  deeply  attached  to  all 
of  them  and  as  the  evidence  of  their  guilt 
becomes  more  damning,  James  refuses  to  be- 
lieve they  are  the  bandits.  Finally  forced  to 
arrest  them,  he  promises  them  a fair  trial  in 
Kansas  City.  But  a crowd  led  by  the  un- 
scrupulous sheriff  gathers  to  lynch  them. 
James  joins  the  boys  in  a gunfight  and  the 
sheriff  and  his  aides  are  bested.  Langton  is 
killed,  and  the  other  brother  goes  to  Kansas 
City  for  trial. 

Our  Vines  Have  Tender  Grapes 

CAST:  Margaret  O’Brien,  Edward  G.  Robinson,  James 
Craig,  Jackie  Jenkins,  Agnes  Moorehead,  Frances  Gifford. 
PRODUCER:  Robert  Sisk.  DIRECTOR:  Roy  Rowland.  ORIG- 
INAL: Novel  by  George  Victor  Martin.  SCREENPLAY: 
Dalton  Trumbo. 

A story  of  life  in  a Wisconsin  farm  com- 
munity, this  revolves  around  the  day  by  day 
adventures  of  Margaret  O'Brien,  a happy, 
sensitive  child  and  her  five-year-old  cousin, 
Jackie  Jenkins,  who  is  an  energetic  prank- 
ster. It  also  concerns  the  relationship  of 
Margaret  with  her  parents,  especially  her 
father,  Edward  G.  Robinson,  a quiet,  placid 
man  who  worships  the  girl.  Margaret's  good 
friend  is  James  Craig,  editor  of  the  local 
paper,  who  falls  for  Frances  Gifford,  new 
schoolteacher  from  the  city.  Life  for  the 
youngsters  is  eventful  in  discoveries — such 
as  when  Margaret  hurls  a stone  at  a squir- 
rel and  to  her  amazement  it  hits  and  kills 
the  animal. 

Monogram 

There  Goes  Kelly 

CAST:  Jackie  Moran,  Wanda  McKay,  Sidney  Miller,  Ralph 
Sanford,  Dewey  Robinson,  Jan  Wiley,  Anthony  Warden. 
PRODUCER:  William  Strohbach.  DIRECTOR:  Phil  Karl- 
stein.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Edmond  Kelso. 

Jackie  Moran  and  Sidney  Miller  are  page 
boys  for  a broadcasting  company  where 
Wanda  McKay  works  as  a receptionist.  Jackie 
fakes  an  audition  for  Wanda  and  discovers 
she  has  a lovely  voice.  A few  days  later,  Jan 
Wiley,  star  vocalist,  is  murdered  during  re- 
hearsal. The  police  are  called  and  suspicion 
falls  on  John  Gilbreath,  a hillbilly  singer, 
who  flees.  Jackie  and  Sidney  find  the  mur- 
der weapon  which  belonged  to  Gilbreath, 
but  before  he  can  be  questioned  he  is 
found  murdered.  In  his  apartment,  Jackie 
discovers  that  Wanda  is  apparently  "Gladys 
Wharton,"  an  accomplice  of  Gilbreath's  in 
a shooting  scrape.  In  the  meantime,  the  sta- 
tion manager  has  given  the  innocent  Wanda 
Jan's  air  spot.  The  real  murderer  is  trapped 
just  before  Wanda  air-debuts  for  a huge 
success. 

Paramount 

Hard  to  Handle 

CAST:  William  Gargati,  Ann  Savage,  Leo  Gorcey,  Don 
Beddoe,  Paul  Hurst,  Charles  Halton,  George  Zucco.  PRO- 
DUCER: William  Pine  and  William  Thomas.  DIRECTOR: 
William  Thomas.  ORIGINAL  and  SCREENPLAY:  David 
Lang. 

The  body  of  a long-sought  gangster  with 
$5,000  on  his  head  is  found  by  a cop  in  the 


alley  adjoining  a wax  museum.  The  cop 
goes  to  phone  headquarters  and  the  body 
disappears.  Over  the  wax  museum  lives  Re- 
porter Ann  Savage,  who  is  in  love  with  rival 
news  man,  William  Gargan.  That  night,  Ann 
finds  the  body,  hides  it  in  the  museum  while 
telephoning  her  paper.  When  she  returns 
the  corpse  is  gone.  Meanwhile,  Leo  Gorcey, 
who  works  in  the  museum,  tips  Gargan  off 
about  the  corpse.  The  body  keeps  reap- 
pearing and  vanishing  as  one  after  another 
finds  it  and  attempts  to  hide  it  for  himself. 
The  police,  the  two  reporters,  the  murderer 
and  the  owner  of  the  museum  are  all  after  it. 
Finally,  Ann  and  Bill  join  forces  to  trap  the 
killer  who  wanted  fabulous  jewels  which  the 
gangster  had  stolen  in  South  America. 

Miss  Susie  Slagle 

CAST:  Sonny  Tufts,  Veronica  Lake,  Lillian  Gish,  Joan 
Caulfield,  Billy  DeWolfe,  Pat  Phelan,  Lloyd  Bridges.  PRO- 
DUCER: John  Houseman.  DIRECTOR:  John  Berry.  ORIG- 
INAL: Novel  by  Augusta  Tucker.  SCREENPLAY:  Hugo 
Butler,  Theodore  Strauss  and  Anne  Froelich. 

This  is  a dramatic  story  about  a group  of 
medical  students  residing  at  a boarding 
house,  maintained  by  Miss  Susie  Slagle  (Lil- 
lian Gish),  which  is  as  much  an  institution 
as  the  school  itself.  One  of  the  students. 
Sonny  Tufts,  is  determined  to  become  a doc- 
tor despite  a fear  of  death  he  developed  as 
a boy.  Sonny  falls  in  love  with  Joan  Caul- 
field, daughter  of  a staff  doctor.  Another 
student,  Pat  Phelan,  plans  to  marry  Veronica 
Lake,  a nurse,  but  Pat  dies  of  diphtheria 
after  Sonny,  left  to  watch  over  him,  runs 
away.  Sonny  feels  responsible  for  Pat's 
death  but  redeems  himself,  and  later  gradu- 
ates, a doctor,  after  performing  an  emer- 
gency delivery. 

RKO  Radio 

(International  Pictures) 

It's  a Pleasure 

CAST:  Sonja  Henie,  Michael  O’Shea,  Bill  Johnson,  Marie 
McDonald,  Iris  Adrian,  Peggy  ’0 Neill,  Cheryl  Walker.  PRO- 
DUCER: David  Lewis.  DIRECTOR:  William  A.  Seiter. 
ORIGINAL:  Billy  Wilder.  SCREENPLAY:  Not  set. 

Sonja  Henie,  member  of  a small-time  skat- 
ing troupe,  is  in  love  with  Michael  O'Shea, 
star  hockey  player.  During  a game  he  gets 
in  a ruckus  with  the  team  and  is  barred 
from  playing  again.  Bill  Johnson,  who  owns 
a modest  ice  show,  sees  Sonja  and  her 
troupe  in  action  and  signs  them  for  a tour. 
She  appeals  to  Bill  to  give  Michael  a job, 
too,  and  he  agrees.  Touched  by  her  interest 
and  help  in  teaching  him  routines,  O'Shea 
proposes  to  Sonja  who  accepts  him.  But  his 
love  for  liquor  and  a roving  eye  leads  him 
from  one  shabby  event  to  another,  and  final- 
ly he  leaves  her.  Success  follows  Sonja's  tal- 
ented feet  and  she  becomes  a noted  star, 
while  Michael,  shamed  by  her  efforts,  pulls 
himself  through  the  hard  way,  and  is  ulti- 
mately reunited  with  his  famous  wife. 

Republic 

Steppin'  in  Society 

CAST:  Edward  Everett  Horton,  Gladys  George,  Ruth 
Terry,  Robert  Livingston,  Jack  LaRue,  Lola  Lane,  Paul  Hurst. 
PRODUCER:  Joseph  Bercholz.  DIRECTOR:  Alexander  Es- 
way.  ORIGINAL:  Novel  by  Marcel  Arnac.  SCREENPLAY: 
Bradford  Ropes. 

Edward  Everett  Horton  is  an  uncompro- 
mising, austere  judge  on  a holiday  trip  with 
his  wife.  When  a storm  breaks  they  take 
shelter  in  a roadhouse  run  by  a gang  of 
shady  characters  who  plan  to  rob  the  couple. 
But  later  when  they  search  the  judge's  room 
and  find  his  brief  case  of  notes,  they  mis- 
take him  for  a bigshot  racketeer,  studying 
his  own  record.  Their  attitude  changes  to 
one  of  respect,  and  wise  to  it  all,  Horton 


plays  along  with  them  meaning  to  reform  the 
hoodlums.  He  gets  into  some  very  odd  situa- 
tions trying  to  keep  the  bunch  on  the  straight 
and  narrow,  even  permitting  them  to  rob  his 
own  house  to  keep  them  happy.  Eventually 
his  identity  is  inadvertently  revealed  and  the 
gang  subjects  him  to  a kangaroo  trial.  But 
Horton  defends  himself  so  well  that  they're 
won  over,  realizing  he's  done  them  a world 
of  good. 

20th  Century-Fox 

A Royal  Scandal 

CAST:  Tallulah  Bankhead,  Charles  Coburn,  Anne  Baxter, 
William  Eythe,  Vincent  Price,  Mischa  Auer.  PRODUCER: 
Ernst  Lubitsch.  DIRECTOR:  Otto  Preminger.  ORIGINAL: 
Lajos  Biro  and  Mechior  Lengyel.  SCREENPLAY:  Joseph 
Mankiewicz. 

Tallulah  Bankhead,  as  Catherine  of  Rus- 
sia, rules  with  the  aid  of  her  wily  chancelor, 
Charles  Coburn,  who  has  seen  her  through 
various  romantic  entanglements.  Midst  court 
intrigues  and  unrest,  the  empress  meets  one 
of  her  lieutenants,  William  Eythe,  and  finds 
him  so  charming  that  he  is  made  commander 
of  the  guard.  Bewildered,  but  flattered  by 
his  queen's  attention,  Eythe  doesn't  dare  tell 
her  of  his  engagement  to  Lady-In-Waiting 
Anne  Baxter.  The  Czarina  enjoys  her  ro- 
mance with  the  reluctant  young  officer  until 
she  learns  where  his  heart  really  lies.  Jeal- 
ous and  indignant,  Catherine  plans  to  punish 
them,  but  they're  saved  from  her  royal  wrath 
by  Coburn,  who  maneuvers  an  audience  for 
the  handsome  French  ambassador,  and  the 
fickle  Czarina  turns  to  a more  interesting 
love,  while  Coburn  continues  his  ever-pres- 
ent job  of  squelching  political  conspiracies. 

Universal 

Blonde  Ransom 

CAST:  Virginia  Grey,  Collette  Lyons,  Donald  Cook,  Pinky 
Lee,  George  Barbier,  Jerome  Cowan,  George  Meeker.  PRO- 
DUCER: Gene  Lewis.  DIRECTOR:  William  Beaudine.  ORIG- 
INAL: Not  set.  SCREENPLAY:  Not  set. 

Nightclub  owner  Donald  Cook  loses  $63,000 
gambling  with  underworld  pals  who  won't 
take  his  note,  but  insist  on  the  deed  to  his 
nitery.  En  route  home,  Cook  tangles  with 
another  car  and  is  hurt.  Its  driver,  Virginia 
Grey,  young  heiress,  takes  him  home  for  re- 
pairs and  they  grow  quite  fond  of  each  other. 
Virginia's  uncle,  George  Barbier  anticipates 
a law  suit  from  the  accident,  but  instead 
receives  an  offer  from  Cook  for  a $63,000 
interest  in  his  club.  Uncle  refuses.  And  when 
Virginia  learns  of  Don's  plight,  she  tries 
every  way  to  help  him.  As  a last  resort  she 
stages  her  own  "kidnaping,"  setting  the  ran- 
som at  $63,000,  which  harebrained  scheme 
leads  to  various  complications  and  the  gang- 
sters, Donald  and  Virginia,  all  wind  up  in 
jail.  Uncle  bails  out  the  romantic  duo,  pays 
off  Don's  debt,  and  bestows  his  blessing  on 
them  both. 


Warner  Bros. 

Nobody  Lives  Forever 

CAST:  John  Garfield,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Walter  Bren- 
nan, Faye  Emerson,  George  Coulouris,  George  Tobias,  Robert 
Shayne.  PRODUCER:  Robert  Buckner.  DIRECTOR:  Jean 
Negulesco.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  W.  R.  Burnett. 

Discharged  overseas  veteran,  John  Gar- 
field, ex-racketeer,  collects  the  money  he'd 
salted  away  and  goes  vacationing  to  the 
west  coast  accompanied  by  a loyal  hench- 
man, Walter  Brennan.  Settled  in  a beach 
home,  Garfield  is  talked  into  collaborating 
with  some  con  men  who  plan  to  defraud 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  wealthy  widow.  John 
sets  the  stage  by  becoming  friendly  with  her. 
Their  friendship  leads  to  love  and  he  knows 
the  deal  is  out  so  he  tries  to  buy  off  the 
gang  who  furiously  are  out  to  get  him  for 
the  doublecross.  Geraldine,  who's  aware  of 
John's  connections  but  still  loves  him,  is  kid- 
naped by  the  gang.  Brennan  and  Garfield, 
rushing  to  the  rescue,  are  involved  in  a ter- 
rible fight  in  which  Brennan  dies  to  save 
his  pal's  life,  and  the  gang  is  routed. 
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SHORTS  REVIEWS 


Opinions  on  tho  Current  Short  Subjetts 


Shrines  of  Yucatan 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  9 Mins. 

Good.  Technicolor  cameras  take  the  on- 
looker on  a tour  of  the  ancient  Mayan  civili- 
zation of  Chichen  Itza,  the  Pyramids  of  the 
Mayan  God  Kulkulcan  and  other  imperish- 
able shrines.  Color  photography  is  tops. 

Alibi  Baby 

REO  (Edgar  Kennedy)  18  Mins. 

So-so.  Edgar  gets  into  a terrible  mess  be- 
cause of  his  wife's  practical  joke  of  leaving 
a strange  baby  at  his  doorstep.  His  blood 
pressure  rises  as  the  police  become  inter- 
ested in  the  case  and  Edgar  tries  to  hide  the 
baby.  Kiddies  in  your  audience  will  find 
the  baby  in  the  film  quite  amusing.  Other- 
wise the  comedy  material  is  lean. 

The  Clock  Watcher 

REO  (Disney  Cartoons)  8 Mins. 

Good.  Donald  almost  goes  daffy  during 
the  Christmas  rush  while  working  in  the 
wrapping  department  of  a large  store.  Un- 
der the  constant  urgings  of  the  management 
to  speed  up  in  keeping  with  the  holiday 
season,  Donald  blows  up  and  practically 
wrecks  the  place.  The  subject  matter  is  of 
particular  interest  to  kids  because  toys  fig- 
ure largely  in  the  story. 

Tiger  Trouble 

REO  (Disney)  7 Mins. 

Amusing.  A big  game  hunter  equipped  for 
a Sunday  picnic  and  accompanied  by  an  ele- 
phant who  is  his  guide  and  conscience  is 
startled  out  of  a much-enjoyed  picnic  lunch 
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in  the  jungle  by  a ferociously  humorous  tiger. 
Because  of  his  refinements  in  methods  of 
man-eating,  the  tiger  loses  the  hunter  and 
suffers  the  final  indignity  of  being  flattened 
to  death  by  the  elephant.  The  action  takes 
place  on  land  and  in  the  air. 

One  Man  Newspaper 

Univ  (Person-Oddities)  10  Mins. 

Interesting.  Lannie  M.  Nelson,  at  68,  is  the 
reporter,  editor,  type-setter  and  printer  of  his 
own  newspaper.  This  and  other  subjects  of 
wide  general  interest  combine  to  make  a reel 
of  unusual  attraction.  Included  are  the  al- 
most lost  art  of  making  beautiful  novelties  of 
fish  scales;  the  watchman  of  a ghost  city  in 
Idaho;  the  profitable  hobby  of  making  minia- 
ture U.S.  battleships,  and  a duck  that  makes 
her  nest  underneath  a railroad  trestle. 

The  Painter  and  the  Pointer 

Univ  (Lantz  Cartunes)  7 Mins. 

Hilarious.  This  reel  is  a comic  treat,  and 
blessed  with  considerable  ingenuity.  Butch 
is  a hound  dog  of  slow  wit  but  quick  temper. 
Embroiled  in  a battle  of  survival  with  two 
sophisticated  fleas,  he  nearly  becomes  both 
a home  and  a tasty  morsel  for  his  tormentors. 
The  animators  have  given  full  rein  to  their 
imaginations,  and  the  resulting  by-play  is  a 
treat  to  behold. 

I Love  to  Singa 

WB  (Blue  Ribbon  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Amusing.  This  reel  will  strike  a sympa- 
thetic note  among  the  many  patrons  who 
remember  with  distaste  the  long  hours  they 
spent  practicing  on  a musical  instrument  for 
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IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Movietone  News.  No.  36:  U.S.  air  power  on  two 
fronts;  bombing  Borneo;  strafing  Nazis;  war  news 
flashes;  Congress  members  at  front;  embattled  Ninth 
army  troops;  Russian  girls  thank  Yanks;  late  German 
films  show  Hitler  feeble,  stooped;  fashions;  flying 
zoot  suit  eliminates  pilot  blackout  danger. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  234:  Western  front  film  re- 
ports; latest  films  Nazi  offensive;  Allied  air  offen- 
sive; Congress  envoys  see  war;  nonblackout  zoot 
suit;  memorial  for  Happy  Warrior;  freed  Russian 
girls  give  Yanks  real  Red  welcome. 

Paramount  News,  No.  37:  Hitler  gang  holds  on; 
captured  Nazi  films;  secret  weapon;  war  science 
beats  air  blackout. 

Pathe  News,  No.  39:  Inside  Germany;  bombers 
blast  Borneo;  gun-sight  cameras  film  air  kills;  new 
nonblackout  suit  for  pilots;  bombers  carry  news- 
paper to  enemy;  military  affairs  group  at  front. 

Universal  News,  No.  360:  Congressmen  visit  front; 
pilots'  new  blackout  suit;  fashion's  footsteps;  Ger- 
mans holding. 

Movietone  News,  No.  37:  France  joins  United  Na- 
tions; 79th  Congress  convenes;  Red  army  capture  of 
Lublin;  two  Nazi  spies  captured;  Utah  train  crash; 
highlights  of  bowl  games. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  235:  Soviet  liberation  of  Lub- 
lin; FBI  captures  Nazi  spies;  convening  of  79th 
Congress;  British  Queen  hails  women  fire  fighters; 
race  tracks  closed;  Rose  Bowl;  Orange  Bowl. 

Paramount  News,  No.  38:  Congress  faces  wartime 
problems;  Nazi  spy  drama — FBI  foils  German  plot; 
bowl  games. 

Pathe  News.  No.  49:  Germany  at  war;  79th  Congress 
in  first  session;  France  member  of  United  Nations. 

Universal  News,  No.  361:  Congress  convenes;  nab 
Nazi  saboteurs;  Poles,  Reds  free  Lublin;  Orange 
Bowl;  Sugar  Bowl. 


which  they  had  no  real  love.  A little  owl 
is  driven  from  his  poppa's  home  because  pop 
is  a classicist,  and  sonny  has  an  incurable 
tendency  to  swing  it  in  his  vocal  lessons.  All 
is  lorgiven,  however,  when  sonny  wins  an 
amateur  program  over  the  radio,  and  the 
long-haired  owl  family  goes  home  with  lots 
of  pep  added.  A cute  idea,  appealingly  done. 

Nautical  But  Nice 

WB  (Fecrturette)  20  Mins. 

Entertaining.  A bit  below  par  for  this  usual- 
ly high-rated  series,  the  short  nevertheless  is 
compounded  on  the  material  which  provides 
relaxing  entertainment  lor  most  audiences. 
Shown  are  a succession  of  acrobats,  whom 
Warners  would  have  us  believe  are  sailors, 
but  who  comport  themselves  in  a manner 
born  of  years  spent  in  vaudeville.  A specialty 
turn  by  Buster  West  more  than  bears  out 
this  suspicion.  However,  the  pace  is  swift, 
and  the  performers  expert  in  their  chores. 
The  combination  makes  for  a satisfying  two- 
reeler. 

Stage  Door  Cartoon 

WB  (Merrie  Melodies)  7 Mins. 

Riotous.  Bugs  Bunny  is  given  still  an- 
other opportunity  to  torment  the  plodding 
hunter,  who  seems  dedicated  to  having  Bugs 
decorate  the  main  course  of  a savory  meal. 
Bugs,  of  course,  is  much  too  clever  for  such 
ideas,  a fact  well  proven  in  the  past.  The 
chase,  however,  takes  our  heroes  into  a the- 
atre, where  the  comic  talents  of  both  par- 
ticipants are  shown  to  advantage.  Bugs  gets 
away,  of  course,  but  in  the  process  will  leave 
many  aching  sides  among  his  faithful  fans. 
Neatly  done  reel,  as  usual. 

Sunny  Dunham  and  His 
Orchestra 

WB  (Melody  Masters)  10  Mins. 

Tuneful.  The  capsule  biography  of  Sunny 
Dunham,  a talented  trumpeter,  is  told  in  this 
reel  in  melodic  terms.  Care  has  been  exer- 
cised to  choose  a well-balanced  blend  of 
tunes,  satisfying  to  the  hepcats  as  well  as 
the  more  conservative  element  among  the 
patrons.  Dunham's  rise  is  traced  from  his 
purchase  of  a second-hand  trumpet  to  his 
eventual  success  as  a well-tailored  leader  of 
a full-sized  dance  band.  The  music's  the 
thing,  and  it's  good. 


Please  enroll  us  in  your  RESEARCH  BUREAU  to  receive  information  regularly,  as  re- 
leased, on  the  following  subjects  for  Post-War  Theatre  Planning: 


□ Architectural  Service 

□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Building  Materials 

□ Decorating 


□ Floor  Coverings 

□ Glass  Products 

□ Lighting  Equipment 

□ Plastic  Products 

□ Projection  Equipment 


□ Screens 

□ Seating 

□ Sound  Equipment 

□ Television 

□ Other  Subjects: 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity.. 

Address  

City State 

Signed 


( Owner-Manager ) 


A RESEARCH  BUREAU 

for  PUST-WAR  THEATRE  PLANNERS 


ENROLLMENT  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 
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Opinions  on  Current  Productions , and 
Exploitips  for  Selling  to  the  Public 


Mr.  Emmanuel  F 

United  Artists  ( ) 92  Minutes  Rel.  Jan.  19,  '45 

This  is  the  first  of  J.  Arthur  Rank's  series  of  British-made 
films  to  be  released  through  United  Artists.  Felix  Aylmer, 
as  an  aged  Jew  who  has  devoted  his  life  to  serving  others, 
dominates  the  story  with  as  fine  a performance  as  could  be 
wished  for  in  any  picture.  He  goes  from  London  to  Berlin 
in  1936  to  find  out  what  has  happened  to  the  mother  of  a 
refugee  boy  and  is  caught  in  the  machinations  of  Nazi 
highbinders  who  try  to  prove  him  an  international  spy.  He 
finally  escapes  to  London  with  the  help  of  a Jewish  night 
club  singer  (Greta  Gynt),  with  whom  a Nazi  official  is 
enamored.  Some  splendid  performances  are  turned  in.  The 
production  by  William  Sistrom  and  direction  by  Harold 

French  are  outstanding  technically.  The  picture  undoubt- 
edly would  have  been  a big  draw  two  or  three  years  ago, 
and  may  still  do  very  well. 

Felix  Aylmer,  Greta  Gynt,  Walter  Rilla,  Peter  Mullins,  Elspeth 

March,  Ursula  Jeans,  Frederick  Richter. 

The  Fighting  Lady  F Documentar* 

20th-Fox  (515)  61  Minutes  Rel.  

This  is  a truly  superb  picture,  a worthy  equal  to  other 
outstanding  documentary  films  turned  out  by  various 
branches  of  the  service,  and  in  many  ways  superior.  For 
spectacular  action  shots  there  has  been  nothing  like,  it  be- 
fore. Rich  in  Technicolor  photography,  the  film  has  been 
expertly  edited  so  that  the  tension  is  unremitting  and  the 
interest  unflagging  from  the  opening  shot  to  the  final  fade- 
out.  It  tells  the  story  of  an  aircraft  carrier  affectionately 
nicknamed  the  “Fighting  Lady"  by  a doting  crew,  from  its 
shakedown  cruise  to  its  trial  by  fire  against  the  Japs,  and 
of  the  awful  destruction  its  fangs,  the  planes,  wreak  upon 
the  enemy  in  the  headline  campaigns  of  the  Pacific.  The 
onlooker  will  gasp  in  continuous  amazement.  Crisp  narration 
is  by  Lieut.  Robert  Taylor,  USNR.  Louis  de  Rochemont  pro- 
duced for  20th-Fox  release. 

Between  Two  Women  F Drama 

M-G-M  (518)  83  Minutes  Rel.  Mar.,  '45 

M-G-M  has  trotted  out  several  members  of  its  varsity  team 
to  appear  in  the  latest  of  the  Gillespie  series,  and  the  result 
is  a film  which  will  have  much  boxoffice  punch.  With  Van 

Johnson  playing  the  lead  and  currently  riding  the  crest  of 
a wave  of  feminine  adulation,  the  turnstiles  will  click  mer- 
rily. In  addition  there  is  Gloria  De  Haven,  beautiful  of  face 
and  figure,  and  a decided  asset  with  her  singing  and  danc- 
ing; Marilyn  Maxwell,  a capable  actress  and  also  extremely 
decorative;  Keenan  Wynn,  an  accomplished  comedian  with 
la  pleasing  personality,  and  that  "medical  marvel,"  Lionel 

Barrymore.  This  combination  could  hardly  fail  to  deliver 
a film  most  satisfying  to  the  average  audience.  The 
plot,  in  which  Van  Johnson  cures  two  patients,  has  a tendency 
to  sag,  but  the  personal  magnetism  of  the  cast  more  than 
compensates.  Willis  Goldbeck  directed. 

Van  Johnson,  Lionel  Barrymore,  Gloria  De  Haven,  Keenan 

Wynn,  Marilyn  Maxwell,  Alma  Kruger,  Marie  Blake. 

This  Mans  Navy  F Drama 

M-G-M  (517)  101  Minutes  Rel.  Feb.,  '45 

Custom-tailored  for  Wallace  Beery,  this  interesting  and 
informative  picture  about  the  U.S.  navy's  lighter-than-air 
branch  will  please  a vast  majority  of  auditors  on  two 
counts:  It  gives  the  public  an  engrossing  glimpse  behind 
the  operational  scenes  of  an  apparently — important  but 
little — publicized  division  of  our  fighting  men;  and  it  affords 
Beery  an  opportunity — he  plays  it  across  the  boards — to 
be  at  his  best  as  a rough-and-ready,  boasting,  swaggering, 
but-heart-of-gold  sea  dog.  His  rabid  fans  will  rave  about 
the  film  and  those  who  can  take  or  leave  alone  his  inimitable 
brand  of  hamming  are  due  for  more  than  their  money's 
worth  in  comedy,  romance,  a touch  of  pathos,  a thread  of 
romance  and  plenty  of  suspense  and  excitement.  The  pic- 
ture is  impressively  mounted  by  Producer  Samuel  Marx. 
William  A.  Wellman  directed. 

Wallace  Beery,  James  Gleason,  Tom  Drake,  Jan  Clayton, 
Steve  Brodie,  Noah  Beery  sr.,  George  Chandler. 

She  Gets  Her  Man  F “t 

Universal  ( ) 74  Minutes  Rel. 

Down  through  the  years,  a fair  share  of  the  screen's  who- 
dunits and  horror  plays  have  been  contributed  by  Universal. 

It  seems  nothing  more  than  just,  therefore,  that  this  riotous 
comedy  which  subjects  such  film  fare  to  a thorough  bur- 
lesquing should  come  from  the  same  studio.  The  picture  is 
an  ideal  starring  vehicle  for  madcap  Joan  Davis  and  that 
past  mistress  of  gag  and  slapstick  takes  full  advantage  of  a 
chance  to  elevate  her  Thespic  stock  to  a high  it  never  before 
even  approached.  This  offering  will  so  please  the  advocates 
of  comedy  in  its  broader  aspects  that  there  is  sure  to  be  a 
demand  for  more  of  Miss  Davis'  wacky  wares.  Aiding  and 
abetting  her  in  the  comic  valentine  sleuthing  is  a competent 
supporting  cast,  a good  screenplay  with  several  refreshingly 
new  twists,  ample  production  values  and  workmanlike  di- 
rection by  Erie  C.  Kenton. 

Joan  Davis,  William  Gargan,  Leon  Errol,  Vivian  Austin,  Mil- 
burn  Stone,  Russell  Hicks,  Donald  MacBride. 

Youth  on  Trial  F 

Columbia  ( ) 59  Minutes  Rel.  Jan.  11,  '45 

Dealing  with  juvenile  delinquency,  here  is  a picture  that 
holds  interest  throughout.  It  is  quite  timely  and  has  an 
unusual  twist — so  unusual,  in  fact,  that  feminine  patrons  will 
undoubtedly  enter  into  a controversy  over  the  theme.  The 
picture  presents  the  argument  that  juvenile  delinquents  are 
the  unhappy  victims  of  parental  neglect,  and  then  shows  that 
one  of  the  chief  delinquents  is  the  daughter  of  the  local 
Portia  who  handles  such  cases.  Student  council  trial  scenes 
and  lively  jitterbugging  add  interest  but  the  mess  the  kids 
are  left  in  makes  the  granting  of  the  youth  recreation  appro- 
priation savor  of  "late  locking  of  the  barn  door."  Not  a 
sex  picture  wearing  reform  clothing,  however.  Oscar  Boet- 
ticher  jr.  directed. 

Cora  Sue  Collins,  David  Reed,  Eric  Sinclair,  Georgia  Bayes. 

Robert  Williams,  Mary  Currier,  John  Calvert. 

The  Big  Bonanza  F w“,,r” 

Republic  (407)  G8  Minutes  Rel.  Dec.  30,  '44 

Unreasonable  will  be  the  sagebrush  fan  who  doesn't  find 
enough  in  this  one  to  fulfill  his  fondest  dreams.  Not  only 
does  it  boast  the  standard  ingredients — fisticuffs,  gunfights, 
chases,  villainy  and  heroics  galore — but,  additionally  there 
is  an  unusually  good  story,  which  shies  sufficiently  clear  of 
formula  to  win  it  a bow  for  originality.  Then,  to  make  it  a 
sure  enough  bonus  package  for  theatres  where  actioners 
are  regularly  booked  and  to  qualify  the  film  as  an  excellent 
supporting  feature  in  any  house,  there  is  a sprinkling  of 
musical  moments,  a marquee-worthy  cast  and  several  more 
assets.  Dick  Arlen,  unjustly  cashiered  and  sentenced,  es- 
capes to  a community  where  his  boyhood  pal,  turned  crook, 
is  exploiting  the  countryside.  Arden  restores  law  and  order 
while  waiting  for  his  military  name  to  be  cleared.  George 
Archainbaud  directed. 

Richard  Arlen,  Robert  Livingston,  Jane  Frazee,  George 
"Gabby"  Hayes,  Lynne  Roberts,  Bobby  DriscolL 
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Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas  F J2S 

Columbia  (6221)  66  Minutes  Rel.  Feb.  1,  '45 

This  is  a dude  version  of  the  old  type  of  western  where 
broncos  bucked,  cattle  stampeded,  and  he-men  shot  it  out 
on  the  range.  It  will  please  those  who  like  music  with  their 
action  pictures  and  it  still  has  some  good  riding  scenes,  an 
especially  entertaining  one  where  buckboard  teams  are  rac- 
ing and  the  musicians  in  one  of  the  bouncing  vehicles  find 
theirs  is  a team  of  old  cavalry  horses.  One  of  them  plays 
the  stirring  "charge"  and  the  team  responds  by  leaving  a 
dust  cloud  for  the  others  to  come  in  second.  The  audience  is 
also  kept  on  the  anxious  seat  for  fear  the  wrong  niece, 
of  two,  will  inherit  the  ranch  from  the  cantankerous  old 
great-uncle.  Musical  numbers  are  frequent.  This  should  be 
well  received  in  situations  where  entertainment  of  the  home- 
spun  variety  is  liked  best.  Directed  by  Vernon  Keays. 

Rosemary  Lane,  Tom  Tyler,  Slim  Summerville,  "Big  Boy" 
Williams,  Noah  Beery,  Pinky  Tomlin,  Carole  Mathews. 
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FERTURE  REVIEWS 


EXPLOITS 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Fighting  Lady” 

Exhibitors  will  find  that  they  are  doing  a patriotic  service 
•to  themselves  and  to  their  communities  by  showing  this 
superb  navy-made  documentary.  The  showing  could  be 
easily  tied  in  with  war  bond  sales  in  the  locality,  for  the 
film  is  a powerful  stimulant  in  that  direction.  Blowups 
of  newspapers  headlines  are  obligatory,  and  since  the  action 
covers  such  naval  strikes  as  the  Marcus  Islands,  Kwajelein 
Truk  and  the  Marianas,  exhibitors  will  have  plenty  of  ma- 
terial for  lobby  displays.  Families  of  sons  serving  either 
•in  the  navy  or  the  naval  air  force  might  be  guests  at  one 
or  two  screenings  of  the  picture. 

CATCHLINES: 

Screaming  Out  of  the  Headlines  . . . Right  Before  Your 
Astonished  Eyes  . . . The  Thrilling  Saga  of  the  Fighting 
Lady,  Fighting  Ship  Extraordinary  . . . Blasting  the  Sons 
of  Heaven  ...  To  Their  Self-Chosen  Doom! 

Come  for  a Ride  . . . On  the  Wing  of  a Hell-Diver  . . . 
As  It  Hurtles  Hell  and  Destruction  on  the  Nips  . . . From 
One  Corner  of  the  Pacific  to  the  Other. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "This  Man's  Navy" 

Tie  up  with  navy  for  streetlight  posters,  "Join  THIS  MAN'S 

NAVY  at  the  ."  Set  up  recruiting  booth  in  lobby 

and  promote  gifts  for  all  who  enlist  at  it.  Hold  premiere 
for  benefit  of  a naval  charity.  For  lobby  blow  up  pictures 
of  the  navy's  lighter-than-air  service  in  action;  caption,  "A 
Romance  of  the  Men  Who  Man  the  Blimps."  Arrange  for 
windows  of  naval  uniforms  and  accessories.  Invite  local 
lads  who  have  seen  sea  duty  to  be  honor  guests  and  man 
your  bond  booth. 

CATCHLINES: 

Hats  Off  to  America's  Unsung  Heroes  of  the  Lighter-Than- 
Air  Service!  . . . The  Rousing  Tale  of  a Guy  Who  Was  All 
Navy  . . . And  All  Heart  . . . And  of  the  "Son"  Whom  He 
Invented  . . . But  Who  Lived  to  Bring  Glory  to  His  Name 
and  His  Country! 

Wallace  Beery  in  His  Most  Memorable  Characterization 
. . . As  a Rough,  Tough,  Lovable  Veteran  of  the  Navy  . . . 
Whose  Secret  Ambition  Almost  Lead  to  Disaster  in  Skies 
Above  Burma. 


t 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Youth  on  Trial" 

Interest  parent-teacher  groups  and  welfare  organizations  in 
the  theme  of  the  picture.  Play  up  the  high  school  council  trial 
scenes  by  getting  the  word  to  high  schools  that  the  picture 
shows  student  councils  in  action.  Ask  the  local  police  and 
juvenile  court  to  comment  on  the  juvenile  delinquency  situa- 
tion in  your  community.  Don't  forget  church  youth  organiza- 
tion tieups. 


CATCHLINES: 

A Woman  Judge  Is  Faced  by  Her  Own  Delinquent  Daugh- 
ter ..  . He  Was  a Show-Off  Kid  Who  Flouted  the  Student 
Council — and  Ended  a Murderer  . . . The  Town  Woke  Up 
When  a Raided  Joint  Showed  Up  Their  Youth. 


She  Wasn't  a Bad  Girl — Just  Silly  But  It  Got  Her  Into  a 
Lot  of  Trouble  . . . They  Needed  the  Right  Kind  of  Recrea- 
tional Centers  But  Only  the  Wrong  Kind  Was  There  . . . 
Youth  in  Rebellion— Adults  Wake  Up  to  Their  Own  De- 
linquency. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas” 

There  are  some  catchy  tunes,  both  old  and  new,  in  this 
picture  which  should  be  used  to  advantage  in  its  exploita- 
tion. Play  up  the  strange  will  by  getting  stories  of  other 
odd  wills  together.  Feature  the  buckboard  race  with  a David 
Harem  twist  to  it  where  the  winning  team,  old  cavalry  horses, 
respond  to  a tune  played  as  the  signal  to  charge.  Advertise 
it  as  a western  without  a single  shot  being  fired  but  plenty 
of  action  and  humorous  entertainment. 

CATCHLINES: 

He  Made  His  Will  But  Only  Played  Dead  . . . Two  Nieces 
and  Only  One  Ranch  to  Give  Them  . . . Music  on  the  Range 
. . . The  Singin'est,  Ridin'est  Outfit  in  the  Bluebonnet  State. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Mr.  Emmanuel" 

This  is  the  story  of  a kindly  man  who  risks  his  life  in  the 
service  of  others.  It  should  be  sold  as  such,  with  no  fear 
of  putting  too  much  emphasis  on  the  remarkable  perform- 
ance of  Felix  Aylmer.  The  background  of  Nazi  persecution 
is  somewhat  dated,  but  if  patrons  can  be  led  to  expect 
tense  drama  in  the  successful  efforts  of  an  old  man  and  a 
young  .woman  to  outwit  the  all-powerful  Gestapo  first  night 
audiences  should  respond.  iFor  the  youngsters  the  night 
club  scenes  can  be  stressed  (n  the  lobby  displays  and  ads. 

CATCHLINES: 

He  Braves  the  Gestapo  Terror  . . . She  Risks  Her  Life  to 
Help  . . . They  Beat  Himmler  and.Goering! 

An  Extraordinary  Performance  ...  A New  Star  Flashes 
Across  the  Horizon. 

Drama!  . . . Intrigue!  . . . Suspense!  . . . Lives  in  the  Bal- 
ance! 

Love  and  the  Call  of  Duty  Winl 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Between  Two  Women" 

Exhibitors  have  here  a film  with  considerable  marquee 
strength,  and  the  names  should  be  played  for  all  they  are 
worth.  A teaser  campaign  featuring  pictures  of  Van  John- 
son and  heralding  his  arrival  will  excite  the  interest  of 
most  of  the  female  patrons.  Also  of  importance  are  the 
other  players  in  the  cast  in  the  exploitation  of  the  film.  Spot 
•announcements  over  the  local  radio  station  on  the  “Calling 
Dr.  Gillespie"  or  the  "Calling  Dr.  Adams"  style,  and  pub- 
licising the  film  at  the  theatre  will  be  of  value. 

CATCHLINES: 

The  Latest  Adventure  in  the  Popular  Gillespie  Series  . . . 
With  Van  Johnson  in  a Romantic  Role  ...  As  the  Young 
Doctor  Faced  With  Problems  of  the  Heart! 

Comedy,  Drama  and  Romance  in  Abundance  ...  As  the 
Young  Physician  Solves  the  Mysterious  Mental  Disturbance 
of  the  Gorgeous  Night  Club  Singerl 

What  Would  You  Do  If  You  Had  to  Choose  Between  Two 
Beautiful  Women?  ...  A Thrilling  Adventure  in  Science 
and  Romance! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "She  Gets  Her  Man" 

Dress  usher  in  “Royal  Mountie”  uniform  and  have  him  stroll 
streets  at  rush  hours,  with  card  on  back;  “The  Royal  North- 
west Mounted  Police  have  nothing  on  JOAN  DAVIS  . . . 
'SHE  GETS  HER  MAN'  too."  Tie  up  with  women's  shops, 
“You,  Too,  Can  'Get  Your  Man'  If  You  Wear  a Chic  Vogue 
Hat,"  etc.  Take  spot  announcements  after  Joan  Davis 
Wednesday  night  broadcasts.  Hold  a contest  for  humorous 
suggestions  on  how  to  win  a man.  Offer  prizes  and  passes 
for  the  funniest. 

CATCHLINES: 

The  Hilarious  Scream-Heart  of  Screen  and  Radio  ...  In 
Mystery's  Greatest  Laugh-Hunt!  . . . Gyratin'  Joan's  in  a 
Gem  of  a Jam  . . . On  the  Trail  of  a Killer-Diller! 

Joan's  a Gumshoo-Shoo  Baby  Playing  G-Gal  . . . Turning 
the  Force  Into  a Farce  ...  In  the  Laugh  Riot  of  the  Year. 

Sheriff  Joan  Is  on  the  Roam  . . . (And  Nothing  in  Pants  Is 
Safe!)  . . . The  Queen  of  the  Screwbelles  Is  Tops  as  a Cop 
. . . Laying  Down  the  Law  and  Picking  Up  the  Pieces. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “The  Big  Bonanza" 

Arrange  lobby  display  of  minerals — especially  silver  ore — 
with  action  stills.  Caption:  “The  Greatest  Entertainment 
Strike  in  Years!  See  THE  BIG  BONANZA  Here  Next  Week!" 
Similar  idea  could  be  used  for  a walking  street  bally — dress 
usher  in  miner's  outfit  and  place  sign  on  his  back.  Garb 
usherettes  in  1870  costumes;  give  theatre  a western  dance 
hall  atmosphere.  Set  up  soft  drink  and  beer  bar  of  the  era 
and  give  profits  from  its  sales  to  local  charity. 

CATCHLINES: 

They  Tried  to  Use  His  Past  to  Destroy  His  Future  . . . Roar- 
ing Out  of  the  Old  West  a Tumultuous  Story  of  Love  and 
Adventure  ...  As  a Man  With  His  Back  Against  the  Wall 
Fights  for  Justice  and  a Stake  in  Tomorrow. 


No  Shootin'  But  Plenty  of  Rootin'  an'  Tootin'  . . . Two  Gals 
With  a Ranch  Between  'Em  . . . Cowboys  That  Rustle  Up 
Tunes  ...  A Western  That's  Different — Honest. 


Friends  Since  Boyhood,  They  Wound  Up  on  Opposite  Ends 
of  a Revolver  . . . It's  the  Lawless  West  at  Its  Most  Exciting 
Best  ...  As  Men  of  Honor  . . . And  Dishonor  . . . Battle  With 
Fists  and  Bullets  for  Control  of  Nevada's  Silverlands. 


fi 


The  Industry's  Market  Place  hr  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


CLEHRinG  HOUSE 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  SI. 00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steel 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
lighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCK1 
<$,  SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis. 


SOLID  PLASTIC  FLEXIBLE  MATTING,  sheets 
29>/2 " x 62",  9/64"  thick,  S3. 95;  Automaticket  ma- 
chines, OPA  ceiling  prices;  Aluminum  reels,  $3.19; 
Flashlights,  $1.29;  Rechargeable  batteries,  $2.20; 
Flameproofed  screen  masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone 
washable  soundscreens,  30*/2C  ft.;  Steel  core  curtain 
cable,  5/16",  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP,, 
New  York  18. 


NEW  35MM  PORTABLE  sound  projectors,  amplifiers. 
Immediate  delivery.  Factory  rebuilt  units,  $390. 
STINSON  PROJECTOR  SALES,  521  S.  Lombard  Ave., 
Oak  Park,  111. 


16MM  SOUND  PROJECTOR  — New.  Available, 
MPM,  72  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  bearing,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $200 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300— PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair — Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up — 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each— 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


MOTIOGRAPH  PROJECTORS,  sound  heads,  lamps, 
new  amplifier,  speaker,  rectifiers,  bases,  cabinet, 
magazines,  rewind,  operating — $2,250.  Also  rebuilt 
Simplexes  (rear)  new  movements,  generator,  Peer- 
less lamps,  Goodall  soundheads,  new  Operadio  am- 
plifier, bases,  magazines,  drives.  Complete  $2,250. 
Will  finance  either.  D.  F.  McCrosky,  1515  S.  Gary 
Place,  Tulsa,  Okla. 


FOR  SALE:  Two  Powers  6-E  projectors;  complete, 
in  perfect  shape;  heavy  duty  gates  and  $65  worth 
of  new  spare  parts.  $400  cash  takes  it  all.  E.  S. 
Sutter,  Castle  Theatre,  1500  East  12th,  Kansas  City 
6,  Mo. 


PEERLESS  MAGNARC  MOTOR  REBUILT,  $39.50; 
Brandt  coin  changers,  cashier  delivery,  $75;  side 
delivery,  $95;  Motiograph  mechanisms,  $95;  Amplion 
intercommunicating  phones,  $11.95  pair;  Stereopti- 
cons  with  500W  lamp,  $19.95;  Forest  triple  30  amp 
rectifier,  $197.50;  low  intensity  arclamps,  $75;  com- 
plete sound-projection  outfits  available.  Ready  for 
showing,  from  $875.  Send  for  winter  bulletin. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


ONE  3 U 46C  WESTERN  ELECTRIC  SOUND  SYS- 
TEM, modernized  for  mirrophonic  reproduction;  Two 
Powers  projectors,  complete;  Two  Simplex  heads, 
rear  shutters,  complete;  Two  Preddy  reflecting  arc 
lamps;  Two  Motiograph  reflecting  arc  lamps;  Two 
50  volt,  35  ampere  motor  generators  with  control 
panels.  All  equipment  in  Denver  warehouses.  Ad- 
dress GIBRALTAR  ENTERPRISES,  INC.,  810  Fourteenth 
St.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 


SERVICING  DATA:  All  equipments,  $3  per  year. 
WESLEY  TROUT,  Engineer,  575,  Enid,  Okla. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


SOUND  PORTABLES,  preferably  late  16mm  and 
35mm.  Highest  prices  paid.  B-2101,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


ALL  TYPES  MOTION  PICTURE  EQUIPMENT.  High- 
est prices.  Cash.  SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  CHerry 
5573 — FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


SOUNDMAN'S  COMPLETE  TESTING  OUTFITS,  just 
released,  $28.40;  two-way  speaker  systems  consist- 
ing 12"  PM  Woofer,  PM  Tweeter,  low  and  high  fre- 
quency horns,  crossover  network,  $125;  RCA  30W 
public  address  amplifiers,  $95;  late  RCA  sound,  army 
surplus.  Send  for  list.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


500  SEAT  THEATRE  FOR  SALE,  Florida.  Well  es- 
tablished. Year  round.  Ideally  located.  B-2107,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WILL  BUY  THEATRE  in  town  of  1,200  or  larger. 
Must  stand  investigation.  Prefer  midwest  state. 
B-2098,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  RENT  THEATRE,  large  or 
small  town.  JOHN  FLAHERTY,  Danville,  111. 


Buy  or  lease  theatres  in  California.  B-2099,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  LEASE  THEATRE  central  or 
northern  Indiana  or  Illinois.  1,500  to  5,000  town. 
Confidential.  Write  B-2102,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  RENT  theatre  in  northwest- 
ern town.  Write  4102  VICTORY,  Apt.  2342,  Portland 
17,  Ore. 


WANTED:  Will  purchase  theatre,  country  town— 
Minnesota,  Iowa,  Wisconsin.  B-2108,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  LEASE  theatre  in  southern 
California,  population,  2,000  or  over.  All  replies  con- 
fidential. Give  full  particulars.  B-2109,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


THEATRE  CHAIRS:  Several  lots  available,  500  five- 
ply  veneer  backs,  7/16ths  inch  new  cast  iron 
standards,  padded  upholstered  seats,  no  springs,  for 
one-inch  slope  floor;  $6.50  each,  FOB  Chicago.  One 
lot  300  used  panel  recovered  upholstered  chairs,  new 
padded  upholstery;  new  wood  standards  with  cast 
iron  hinges,  $6  each,  FOB  Chicago.  CHICAGO  USED 
CHAIR  MART,  844  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 


900  REBUILT  STURDY  IRWIN  CHAIRS,  reuphol- 
stered heavy  cloverleaf  panel  backs  and  box  spring 
cushions,  $7.50;  565  late  American  chairs,  recently 
reupholstered,  prewar  quality  leatherette  seven  ply 
panel  backs  and  box  spring  cushions,  $7.50;  700 
American  veneer  chairs,  three  ply  backs  and  seats, 
reconditioned,  $4.50.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


4,000  REBUILT  SOFT  BOX  SPRING  CUSHIONS,  nine 
springs  each,  newly  upholstered  with  dark  green 
army  specification  plastic  coated  leatherette.  Lasts 
for  many  years.  Interchangeable  with  any  seat, 
$1.75;  wih  metal  bottom  board,  $2.00;  green  plastic 
material,  cut  to  fit  any  size  seat,  50c.  Give  seat 
size  when  ordering.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
New  York  18. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS— ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  If  you  want  the  very  best 
seasoning  for  wet  poppers,  we  have  all  you  can 
use.  Immediate  shipment.  KARMELKORN  EQUIP- 
MENT, 120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6,  111. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors,  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS, 1116  South  Michiaan.  Chicago  5,  111. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  NEW  OR  SLIGHTLY  USED. 
Highest  prices  paid  for  Burch,  Manley  or  Cretor. 
B-2103,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING— Bags— Boxes— Salt— Dop- 
corn  machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 

VARIRAY  GALVANOMETER,  noiseless  recording 
shutter  for  any  16mm  or  35mm  camera,  includes 
optical  system,  transformer  and  blueprints  for  mount- 
ing, $995;  complete  sound  recording  truck,  worth 
$15,000,  bargain  at  $7,975;  Askania-Debrie  type  35mm 
studio  camera,  3 lenses,  6 magazines,  motor;  Gyro 
tripod,  all  features,  worth  $3,000,  now  $975.  Send 
for  listings.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New 
York  18. 


HELP  WANTED 


WANTED:  RELIABLE,  EXPERIENCED  OPERATOR. 
Permanent  job,  excellent  equipment,  good  salary. 
Must  be  sober,  dependable  with  unquestioned  ref- 
erences. Also  capable  acting  as  assistant  manager. 
B-2100,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  neeaea  for  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  for  the 
riaht  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas 


WANTED — OPERATOR:  Draft-exempt,  reliable,  ex- 
perienced. Simplex  and  Western  Electric.  Good  work- 
ing conditions;  only  two  matinees;  good  salary.  Must 
be  sober.  DAVIS  THEATRE,  West  Plains,  Mo. 


OPERATOR  WANTED— AT  ONCE.  All  new  equip- 
ment. Thirty-six  hours  per  week.  PALACE  THEATRE, 
Eufaula,  Okla. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


THEATRE  MANAGER:  Recently  discharged,  mar- 
ried, only  permanent  connection  with  good  future 
considered.  Guarantee  results;  thoroughly  experi- 
enced. Jimmy  Trippe,  Guntersville,  Ala. 


INDEPENDENT  PROJECTIONIST— Fifty  years  old, 
22  years  in  one  locality.  No  liquor  or  tobacco.  Want 
lifetime  connection,  preferably  Texas.  LOCK  BOX 
565,  Omaha,  Neb. 


FULLY  EXPERIENCED  reliable  projectionist — $55. 
Two  weeks  notice  required.  B-2110,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  quanties,  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  York  City. 


STAR  PHOTOS  3 V2x5l/2  inches.  Real  high-class 
photos  of  any  movie  star,  $25  per  1,000.  Patrons  will 
rave  about  them.  Remit  with  order.  Free  samples. 
BRAM  STUDIO,  306  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City  18, 
NY. 


THEATRE  GAMES  WITH  GREATER  AUDIENCE 
INTEREST.  MORE  THRILLS  and  MORE  SUSPENSE. 
BINGO — $1.50  per  thousand  cards  No.  1-75  die-cut. 
Buy  direct  from  LOUIS  KESSLER,  NOVELTY  GAMES 
CO.,  1434  Bedford  Ave.,  Brooklyn  16,  N.Y.  Manufac- 
turer and  printer,  servicing  exhibitors  exclusively 
for  over  12  years.  Various  other  games  available. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


PROMPT  SERVICE — Soecial  printed  roll  tickets, 
100,000— $16.40;  10,000—14.95;  2,000  — $2.50.  Each 
change  in  admission  price,  including  change  in  color, 
$2.00  extra.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000  miles. 
Cash  with  order.  KANSAS  CITY  TICKET  CO.,  Dept. 
9,  1819  Central,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 


BIG  SPRING  CATALOG  35mm  Roadshow  attrac- 
tions. Sex  Pictures,  Westerns,  Gangsters  and  Horror 
pictures.  New  prints,  low  prices.  Sold  outright.  Any 
type  of  picture  you  want.  Write  today  to  BUSSA 
FILM  EXCHANGE,  Friendship,  Ohio. 


BIG  CATALOG — 35mm  S.O.F.  westerns,  gangsters, 
horror  pictures.  Perfect  prints.  Send  for  list — also 
buy  your  prints.  U.S.  FILMS,  Box  117,  Passaic,  N.  J. 


BUY 

VICTORY 

BONDS 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  13,  1945 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


'AW  MISTEB...HAVE  A HEART! 


For  years  we  have  prided  ourselves  on  the 
quick,  careful  and  courteous  manner  in  which 
we  handled  our  customers. 

Today  we  are  on  the  spot  as  never  before, 
trying  to  maintain  the  reputation  for  service  we 
were  so  many  years  building  up. 

As  you  read  these  lines,  exactly  504  of 
our  highly-trained  personnel  are  giving  their 
services  to  Uncle  Sam. 

504  out  of  1 600  employees,  or  practically 
one  out  of  every  three  employees  are  away  on 
military  duty.  That's  a big  chunk  to  take  out  of 
a service  organization  like  ours,  and  for  us  to 
still  keep  going  as  well  as  we  do. 

Many  of  these  boys  are  right  out  of  your 
own  territory  too,  and  when  they  went— God 
bless  them— they  left  a hole  that  seems  almost 
impossible  to  fill. 

So  we  are  trying  hard  to  carry  on  until 
they  come  back  to  us. 

And  when  things  go  wrong,  please  have 
a little  understanding,  a little  tolerance— Please 
Mister,  have  a heart! 

In  the  meantime,  kindly  get  those  play- 
dates  in  to  us,  as  far  ahead  as  possible.  That 
will  help  us  a lot. 

And  when  some  new  boy  or  girl  here,  hap- 
pens to  pull  a boner,  or  something  else  hap- 
pens to  aggravate  you— Please  have  a heart. 

And  thank  you. 


WHO  CAN  REFUSE  TO  HELP  CHILDREN? 
JOIN  MARCH  OF  DIMES  (JAN.  25-31) 
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GYPSY  ROSE  LEO 
OUTSTRIPS  ALL  RIVALS! 


ARE  YOU  ALL  SET? 

EVERYTHING  READY  FOR  RECORD-BREAKING  GROSS? 


MARCH  OF  DIMES... JAN.  25-31 


1.  Is  your  pledge  in?  (still  time  to  rush  it  thru) 

2.  All  set  with  plenty  of  volunteer  collectors? 

3.  Ready  with  enough  wide,  open  collection  containers? 

4.  Entire  theatre  staff  pepped  up? 

5.  Collections  scheduled  for  every  show,  no  matter  how  small  the  audience? 

6.  Greer  Garson  appeal  trailer  ordered  from  National  Screen? 

7 . Those  two  one-sheets  in  lobby  frames? 

8.  Your  theatre  citation  framed  in  boxoffice? 

9.  Arrangements  for  collections  at  public  gatherings  outside  of  your  theatre? 
10*  Wishing  Well  in  your  lobby? 

11.  Ushers  filling  those  birthday  coin-cards? 

12*  Other  money-getting  stunts  in  campaign  book? 

Okay . • • let’s  go.  Let’s  do  our  best!  u • - 
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w.  are  yetting  out  no  ipecial  edition  to  o hie  rue  the  event,  instead  we 
tahe  thii  occasion  to  convey  our  thanhi  and  appreciation  to  our  iubicriberi,  adver- 
tiien,  itaff  aiiociatei  and  othen  who  have  made  poiii  lie  the  growth  and 
iucceii  of  thii  publication. 

Starting  ai  dJhe  Ideel journal  with  a diitrihution  o/L  th  an  1000  in 
Iddiiiouri  and  ~J\aniai,  ddoxoffice  hai  grown  into  world-wide  readerihip  wi  th  an 
average  weelly  diitrihution  of  f-J.332.  ® Odd" 

Jn  our  maiden  editorial  we  iaid,  3Jhe  editor  will  do  all  in  hii  power  to 
mahe  thii  paper  of  real  worth  to  the  exhibitor  and  will,  to  the  beit  of  hii 
a bili  tg,  carry  out  hii  plani  for  iuch  a paper.  Uhat  credo  hai  been  a iteadfait 


de  throughout  the  ■tirerrty  yean  and  will  continue  to  be 
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women  of  mu 


Ji  founder  and  publiiher  of  idoxoffice,  -3  tahe  pride  in  the  men  and 
itaff  an  d the  good  worh  they  are  doing  in  carrying  out  thii 
publication  i conitructive  policiei  of  practical  iervice  to  all  branchei  of  the 
motion  picture  induitry. 

If  our i in  appreciation, 


Q>rv 


Reproduced  above  is  the  message  published  on  the  oc- 
casion of  BOXOFFICE's  twentieth  birthday  five  years  ago. 
The  notations  made  thereon  bring  it  up  to  date.  Our  age  has 
increased  and  so  has  our  circulation.  We  point  to  this,  be- 
cause it  evidences  continuing  growth,  for  which  we  wish 
further  to  express  our  gratitude  to  those  who  have  made  it 
possible. 

We  now  look  forward  to  the  next  quarter  century  with 
the  same  eagerness  and  ambition  with  which  we  started:  To 
serve  the  motion  picture  industry  as  best  we  know  how;  to 
grow  with  it  as  it  grows;  to  chronicle  its  progress;  to  help 
make  that  progress. 


A Good  Yardstick 

In  an  article  titled  “Films  and  Society,"  which  appeared  in 
the  New  York  Times  of  January  7,  Mr.  Will  H.  Hays  made 
several  significant  remarks.  While  addressed  to  the  public, 
we  consider  one  part  of  the  article  of  particular  interest  to 
the  industry.  That  part  follows: 

“To  elevate  the  quality  of  the  demand  for  better  pictures 
is  a significant  achievement  only  on  the  presupposition  of 
an  unrelaxed  vigilance  over  the  quality  of  the  supply.  Ever 
since  the  inception  of  the  Production  Code  the  whole  effort 
of  its  administration  has  been  toward  this  end.  Under  its 
operation  the  reciprocity  and  supplementation  of  artistic  com- 
petence and  moral  prudence  have  been  the  signal  victory  of 
self-regulation  in  the  motion  picture  industry.  If  the  motion 
picture  art  had  not  been  kept  free  by  self-regulation  it  would 
have  inevitably  suffered  in  the  strait  jacket  of  externally  im- 
posed censorship  restrictions.  Not  only  would  the  art  have 
languished  but  the  industry  would  have  lacked  the  incentive, 
the  power  and  the  will  to  discharge  its  manifold  social  re- 
sponsibilities." 

There  is  no  gainsaying  that  self-regulation  applied  to  the 
making  of  motion  pictures  has  accomplished  all  that  Mr.  Hays 
says  it  has.  He  is  further  right  in  his  contention  that  “if  the 
motion  picture  art  had  not  been  kept  free  by  self-regulation 
it  would  have  suffered  in  the  strait  jacket  of  externally  im- 
posed censorship  restrictions." 

In  the  knowledge  that  this  is  so,  it  is  a great  wonder  that 
the  industry  has  not  applied  the  same  reasoning  to  the  han- 
dling of  its  internal  affairs  involving  the  trade  relations  of 
exhibitor  and  distributor.  By  its  failure  to  set  up  a program 
of  self-regulation  to  cope  with  these  internal  problems,  the 
industry  has  subjected  itself  to  external  pressures  that  keep 
hammering  at  it.  It  can  throw  off  these  "shackles"  by  ap- 
plying the  same  yardstick  to  distribution  and  exhibition  as  it 
has  done  so  successfully  in  production. 

* * 

Check  and  Double  Check 

In  these  days  of  equipment  and  material  shortages,  it  be- 
hooves every  theatre  owner  and  manager  to  take  extra  precau- 
tion against  fire  hazards.  Insurance  underwriters  have  dis- 
covered from  study  of  many  fire  reports  that  most  fires  are 
preventable.  The  principal  causes,  they  say,  are  due  to  care- 
lessness on  the  part  of  individuals  and  not  to  property  defects. 
In  addition  to  proper  instruction  to  employes  on  how  to  deal 
with  fire  hazards  common  to  theatres,  a double  checkup  would 
be  extra  good  insurance. 


‘Pulie  Seafo 

Mary  Pickford  Cancels  Her 
Dimes  Tour  Due  to  Illness 

Notifies  MOD  headquarters  that  her  phy- 
sician has  requested  her  to  enter  hospital  for 
a period  of  observation. 

• • • 

Essential  Classification  of 
Film  Jobs  Unchanged 

New  rulings  of  WMC  leave  makers  of 
communications  equipment,  key  production 
figures,  newsreel  men  and  others  in  the  same 
position  they  have  occupied. 

• • • 

Actors'  Union  Will  Carry 
Fight  to  Federal  Court 

Screen  Actors  Guild  says  it  will  appeal  ju- 
risdictional battle  with  Screen  Players  Union 
to  nation’s  highest  tribunal  if  necessary. 

• • • 

Five  Companies  Discuss 
New  Checking  System 

Paramount,  RKO,  Universal,  UA  and  Co- 
lumbia reported  planning  for  joint  arrange- 
ment on  checking  percentage  pictures;  March 
15  set  for  start. 


• • • 

Skouras,  Connors  Will 
Address  Allied  Board 

To  discuss  sales  policies  at  exhibitors’  din- 
ner next  Wednesday  in  Columbus;  under- 
stood first  time  major  company  executives 
have  been  invited  to  independents’  session. 

• • • 

Hoping  to  Avoid  Slashes 
In  Footage  of  Newsreels 

First  WPB  proposal  to  cut  to  750  feet  in 
effort  to  save  9,000,000  feet  drew  strong  op- 
position; reduction  in  print  total  would  af- 
feet  sales  contracts. 

• • • 

Television  Broadcasters 
Pleased  by  FCC  Action 

Commission’s  decision  to  continue  com- 
mercial video  in  present  channels  for  dura- 
tion, with  provision  for  ultra-high  frequency 
experimentation,  endorsed  by  TBA. 

• • • 

Easing  of  60- Watt  Rule 
On  Marquees  Requested 

WPB  insistence  on  only  one  bulb  for  out- 
side lighting  expected  to  prove  so  drastic 
public  safety  will  be  involved.  Theatre  men 
expected  to  protest. 

• • • 

Fuel  Shortages  Causing 
New  Worry  to  Theatres 

OPA  director  in  Boston  warns  theatres  may 
be  forced  to  close  unless  supply  improves. 
Ohio  stocks  dwindling.  Recent  snows  across 
northern  states  impede  transportation. 


FCC  DELAYS  TELEVISION  ACTION 
UNTIL  AFTER  HOSTILITIES  CEASE 


Decision  Carries  Negative 
Answer  for  Present  to 
Video  for  Theatres 

By  AL  SHERMAN 

WASHINGTON — Television  is  to  remain  as 
it  is  until  after  the  war.  No  changes  in  wave 
band  assignments,  no  licenses  for  telecasting 
directly  to  theatres  and  no  licenses  for  new 
stations  are  to  be  forthcoming  because  “the 
full  efforts  of  the  radio  industry  and  the 
commission  must  continue  to  be  devoted  to 
prosecuting  the  war,”  the  Federal  Communi- 
cations Commission  states  in  its  preliminary 
report  on  the  hearings  held  several  weeks  ago. 

Industry  representatives  desiring  to  pre- 
sent arguments  in  opposition  to  these  find- 
ings can  do  so  on  February  14. 

Experimental  licenses  will  be  continued 
and  more  may  be  granted. 

The  Commission  Says  “No” 

For  many  months  before  the  hearings 
Radio  Technical  Planning  Boards  made 
studies  and  recommendations;  CBS  intro- 
duced a sharp  controversial  note  by  insisting 
that  the  present  525-line  definition  be  dis- 
carded for  much  higher  lineage  and  that  tele- 
vision broadcasting  should  be  allotted  space 
in  the  ultra  high  frequencies,  so  color  tele- 
casting experiments  could  be  conducted.  Most 
of  the  manufacturers  of  transmitters  and  re- 
ceivers based  their  pleas  for  early  fixing  of 
standards  on  the  argument  that  the  industry 
could  go  ahead  with  confidence  and  develop 
immediately  after  the  war  into  a great  new 
industry  providing  jobs  for  tens  of  thousands 
of  returning  veterans. 

The  commission  says  “no”  to  all  this — the 
decision  on  wave  lengths  can  wait  until  ma- 
terials become  available  to  start,  the  new  in- 
dustry. The  army  and  navy  are  involved  in 
a big  way,  because  of  the  secret  wartime  de- 
velopments in  radar  and  all  other  forms  of 
air  communication. 

Views  Varied  on  Time  Element 

How  long  this  will  delay  expansion  of  tele- 
casting to  homes  and  theatres  was  the  topic 
of  excited  speculation  in  Washington  and 
New  York  Monday  morning  when  it  became 
known  the  FCC  report  was  about  to  be  made 
public.  Some  say  months;  others  say  a year 
or  two. 

First  reactions  to  the  report  show  there  is 
a general  impression  in  the  industry  that 
when  the  go  ahead  signal  is  given  at  the  close 
of  the  war  television  will  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed on  its  present  standards  while  experi- 
ments are  conducted  in  the  ultra  high  fre- 
quencies. 

If  this  takes  place,  the  optimists  say  it  will 
be  only  a matter  of  months  before  receiving 
and  transmitting  equipment  will  be  forth- 
coming for  public  use.  Manufacturing  facili- 
ties have  been  expanded  tremendously,  they 
say,  and  practically  no  retooling  will  be  nec- 
essary. Others  say  it  will  be  a year  or  two 
before  this  productive  capacity  will  reach  the 
public. 

The  commission  pointed  out  that  there  are 
six  commercial  television  stations  operating, 
three  are  under  construction  and  three  ex- 
perimental stations  are  rendering  a limited 
program  service.  There  are  100  applications 
for  commercial  stations  on  file  and  it  is  esti- 
mated 7,000  television  receivers  are  now  in 
use. 

The  commission  proposes  that  experiments 
on  color  television  and  higher  definition  mono- 


"Walkie-T alkie"  Service 
Allotted  to  Civilians 

Washington — Highlights  of  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission’s  report  on 
a postwar  preview  of  the  radio  spectrum 
from  25,000  to  30,000,000  kilocycles  in- 
clude the  following  proposals: 

FM  moved  up  from  42-50  to  84-102 
megacycles. 

Educational  FM  gets  20  channels. 

Commercial  television  stays  below  300 
me;  480-920  band  for  experimentation. 

Railroads  allotted  channels. 

Civilians  get  “walkie-talkie”  service. 


chrome  pictures  be  allotted  space  between 
480  and  920  megacycles  in  the  ultra  high  fre- 
quency portion  of  the  spectrum.  Whether  the 
whole  field  of  television  should  be  moved  up 
to  this  area  where  there  is  more  room  was  one 
of  the  controversial  questions  during  the 
hearings.  RCA  contended  television  would  be 
delayed  from  three  to  five  years,  because  re- 
designing of  tubes  would  be  necessary. 

Refusal  to  grant  theatre  television  licenses 
now  does  not  bar  the  road  to  experiments  on 
these  lines.  The  commission  said  it  would 
consider  experimental  authorizations  in  bands 
allocated  for  this  purpose. 

Paramount  and  other  theatre  interests 
with  their  eyes  to  the  future  probably  will 
sponsor  these  experiments,  but  it  is  agreed 
that  co-axial  cables  and  standard  commer- 
cial relay  stations  may  serve  the  purpose  just 
as  well  when  they  become  available. 

FM  Stations  Discussed 

Frequency  modulation  received  consider- 
able attention.  The  commission  stated  that 
“the  public  interest  requires  that  FM  be 
established  in  a permanent  place  in  the  radio 
spectrum  before  a considerable  investment  is 
made  by  the  listening  public  in  receiving  sets 
and  by  the  broadcasters  in  transmitting 
equipment.”  This  same  argument  was  pre- 
sented by  the  television  advocates. 

In  October,  1944,  there  were  46  commercial 
FM  stations  operating,  seven  under  construc- 
tion and  248  applications  on  file.  Existing 
FM  stations  will  not  be  required  to  move  up- 
ward in  the  spectrum  until  receivers  capable 
of  tuning  in  the  new  wavelengths  are  avail- 
able. The  present  500,000  FM  sets  are  prin- 
cipally combination  sets  with  both  AM  and 
FM,  and  the  FM  side  can  be  remodeled. 

The  commission’s  comments  led  to  the  con- 
clusion that  FM  is  destined  to  move  up  after 
the  war  with  television  to  be  left  where  it  is 
until  further  experimentation  with  ultra 
short  waves  has  demonstrated  these  are  su- 
perior. 

That  provision  will  be  made  for  educational 
FM  stations  was  indicated  by  the  comment 
of  the  commission  that  these  stations  “may 
profoundly  affect  not  only  American  educa- 
tion, but  our  democratic  institutions  as  a 
whole.”  At  the  time  of  the  closing  of  the 
hearings,  Nov.  2,  1944,  there  were  five  FM 
educational  stations  operating,  with  160  edu- 
cational institutions  showing  interest. 

Subscription  radio  and  television,  with  no 
commercial  announcements  on  a basis  similar 
to  Muzak  was  denied  specific  allocations  for 
the  present.  It  is  reported  the  Scophony 
Corp.  of  America  and  other  companies  are 
interested  in  this. 


Visualize  Receivers  Being 
Made  Year  After  "Go 
Ahead"  Signal 

WASHINGTON — It  will  take  about  one  year 
after  the  FCC  gives  the  “go  ahead”  signal  to 
organize  production  facilities  before  tele- 
vision receivers  will  start  coming  off  the 
lines,  declared  T.  F.  Joyce,  general  manager 
of  the  RCA  radio,  phonograph  and  television 
departments,  before  the  Advertising  Club  of 
Washington.  His  remarks  were  made  at  mid- 
week following  the  FCC  announcement  that 
it  would  not  act  on  wavelength  assignments 
until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Joyce  did  not  comment  on  the  commis- 
sion’s decision. 

He  did  point,  however,  that  if  the  commis- 
sion grants  licenses  to  the  more  than  100 
applicants  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the 
nation’s  wired  homes  will  be  within  television 
areas. 

Jobs  for  Many  in  Industry 

“If  the  frequency  allocations  for  television 
and  the  standards  for  broadcasting  estab- 
lished by  the  FCC  will  allow  for  the  imme- 
diate development  of  television,”  he  con- 
tinued, “once  our  enemies  have  been  defeat- 
ed and  the  WPB  gives  the  ‘go-ahead  signal,’ 
then  it  is  my  belief  that  by  the  end  of  the 
fifth  full  year,  the  billing  of  the  radio  tele- 
vision industry,  in  terms  of  retail  pricing, 
will  be  approximately  $1,440,000,000,  as  con- 
trasted with  the  1941  retail  value  of  ap- 
proximately $620,000,000  in  radio.  Or,  ex- 
pressing this  in  terms  of  jobs  that  will  be 
available  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  full  tele- 
vision production  year,  television  means: 

67.000  more  jobs  in  radio  manufacturing; 

16.000  more  jobs  in  broadcasting  stations; 

135.000  more  jobs  in  wholesale  and  retail 
distribution;  85,000  more  jobs  for  radio-tele- 
vision  service  men — a total  of  300,000  new 
jobs. 

“New  Art  Ready  for  Public” 

Commenting  on  FCC  allocations,  J.  R.  Pop- 
pele,  president  of  the  Television  Broadcasters 
Ass’n,  said:  “While  the  decision  provides  12 
channels  on  which  television  can  expand 
as  soon  as  manpower  and  manufacturing 
facilities  can  be  made  available,  TBA  be- 
lieves additional  frequencies  can  be  provided 
for  commercial  television  when  needs  of  gov- 
ernment and  military  may  be  less  than  in 
the  present  emergency. 

“It  is  quite  obvious  the  commission  has 
done  all  in  its  power,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  war,  to  meet  the  recommendations 
of  the  majority  of  the  industry. 

“FCC  pronouncement  on  television  is  con- 
crete evidence  that  the  new  art,  as  pres- 
ently developed,  is  ready  for  the  public.  With 
this  question  now  settled  by  the  government 
itself,  broadcasters  and  manufacturers  can 
and  will  proceed  to  make  definite  plans  for 
broadcasting  service  and  for  manufacture  of 
television  transmitters  and  receivers. 

“TBA  looks  forward  with  eagerness  and 
enthusiasm  to  rapid  expansion  of  the  art.” 


Fly  Predicts  Rapid  Progress 

KANSAS  CITY— James  L.  Fly,  former 
chairman  of  the  FCC,  said  here  Friday,  Jan- 
uary 19,  that  television  would  make  rapid 
strides  after  the  war  and  predicted  Kansas 
City  would  have  a television  station  within 
two  years  after  victory.  He  said  television 
sets  would  sell  for  about  $200. 
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Something  New  Is  Added 

New  York — Most  theatres  have  been  built  because  somebody  thought  it  would  be 
a good  idea. 

Usually  the  hunches  have  panned  out,  but  not  always.  Automobiles  have  enlarged 
suburbs  and  have  developed  local  shopping  centers.  Parking  areas  are  now  consid- 
ered essential. 

The  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co.  knew  all  about  this,  but  their  actuarial 
experts  are  hounds  on  statistics. 

Long  before  the  Parkchester  development  for  50,000  population  was  started,  it 
had  been  decided  the  area  needed  a theatre  with  seats  for  one  of  each  25  of  pros- 
pective tenants.  The  formula  was  a success.  Loew’s  operates  the  house. 

For  some  of  the  huge  mid-Manhattan  East  Side  proposed  developments  no 
theatres  will  be  erected.  The  statisticians  know  how  many  seats  are  available  and 
at  what  prices  within  walking  and  bus  distance. 

Scientific? 


Austrian  Sees  Tele 
Sets  by  Millions 

CINCINNATI— Speaking  before  the  Cin- 
cinnati Industrial  Advertisers  Club,  Ralph  K. 
Austrian,  executive  vice-president  of  RKO 
Television  Corp.,  declared  that  RKO  was 
interested  in  theatre  television  because  the 
company  executives  felt  it  could  mean  much 
at  the  boxoffice.  He  also  said  the  company 
was  equally  interested  in  home  television  be- 
cause it  was  convinced  the  day  was  coming 
when  there  would  be  50,000,000  television  re- 
ceivers in  this  country  and  probably  another 
50,000,000  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  he  said,  many 
prominent  figures  in  advertising,  manufac- 
turing, pictures  and  newspapers  were  saying 
they  did  not  want  radio,  that  it  was  eco- 
nomically unsound  and  that  it  was  “ridicu- 
lous.” 

“The  same  record  is  being  played  now  with 
reference  to  television,”  he  declared. 

Predicts  Audience  of  150,000,000 

“If  as  many  as  three  persons  look  at  a 
television  screen  at  one  time,”  he  continued, 
“there  is  a potential  audience  of  150,000,000. 
Why  shouldn’t  we  be  interested?  Why 
shouldn’t  the  advertiser  be  interested  in  that 
many  screens?  I believe  television  will  be- 
come one  of  the  greatest  mediums  for  adver- 
tising and  sales  promotion  we  have  ever 
known.  I’m  going  to  try  to  prove  that  as- 
sumption and  I am  also  going  to  try  to  tell 
you  why  I think  the  motion  picture  film  is 
the  best  medium  to  convey  this  message.” 

He  quoted  the  statements  at  the  recent 
Television  Broadcasters  Ass’n  conference  to 
the  effect  that  television  sets  would  be  mar- 
keted for  as  low  as  $175. 

“May  I humbly  call  the  attention  of  my 
audience  to  the  fact  that  over  eighty  million 
people  a week  go  to  the  movies  and  pay  for 
it?  The  annual  boxoffice  take  in  1943  was 
one  billion,  eight  hundred  million  dollars, 
and  it  was  higher  in  1944.  I think,  therefore, 
that  if  we  give  people  good  entertainment 
on  film  for  nothing,  they  would  not  only 
‘tolerate’  it,  but  would  welcome  it  in  com- 
parison with  some  of  the  live  talent  shows  it 
has  been  my  misfortunte  to  see. 

“There  has  been  some  unfavorable  com- 
ment concerning  the  use  of  film  in  tele- 
vision programming.  Why?  Sometimes,  be- 
cause of  prejudice  — desires  — and  wishful 
thinking — unfamiliarity  with  the  possibili- 
ties of  the  medium — inability  to  use  it  cor- 
rectly— or  just  ignorance. 

Says  Films  Bring  Realism 

“The  use  of  the  motion  picture  for  the 
presentation  of  a television  program  immedi- 
ately frees  the  writer,  director  and  producer 
from  the  shackles  of  the  live  stage.  All  of 
the  program  handicaps  and  restrictions  are 
immediately  removed  when  it  is  a film  pro- 
gram. For  example,  should  the  script  call  for 
an  authentic  street  scene  in  Calcutta  or 
Miami,  a blizzard  in  Alaska,  or  a storm  at 
sea,  it  would  be  available  from  the  extensive 
film  libraries  maintained  by  RKO  in  Holly- 
wood or  Pathe  News  in  New  York. 

“I  believe  that  the  most  suitable  type  of 
television  programs,  as  they  are  evolved 
through  experience,  will  be  far  different  in 
character  from  the  feature  motion  pictures 
created  in  Hollywood  for  theatre  exhibition. 
Fifteen  and  30  minute  shows,  even  shorter. 
No  hour  and  a half  and  two-hour  shows. 
In  the  evolving  of  such  programs,  however, 
motion  picture  techniques  will  play  a greater 
part  than  existing  radio  techniques  and  the 
use  of  film  will  be  infinitely  more  important 
in  television  broadcasting  than  the  electrical 
transcription  disc  is  today  in  radio.” 

Austrian  added  that  television  executives 
from  the  inception  of  video  had  cooperated 
with  the  film  industry,  since  the  two  arts 
are  so  closely  aligned. 


Hugh  Owen  Is  Rejoining 
Paramount  in  February 

NEW  YORK — Hugh  Owen  has  resigned  as 
general  sales  manager  of  Vanguard  Films, 
Inc.,  and  will  return  to  Paramount  when  the 
resignation  becomes  effective  in  February.  He 
will  assume  the  post  of  divisional  sales  man- 
ager of  the  newly  created  New  York  and 
southern  division,  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  Paramount  sales,  an- 
nounced. 

In  confirming  Owen’s  appointment,  Reagan 
said: 

“We  are  happy  to  welcome  Owen  back. 

“I  feel  strongly  the  importance  of  closer 
contact  between  our  customers  and  our  field 


HUGH  OWEN 

men  on  the  one  hand  and  our  home  office 
sales  executives  on  the  other.  In  creating 
four  sales  divisions  instead  of  the  present 
two  that  were  in  existence  at  the  time  I 
assumed  my  present  duties,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  each  of  our  divisional  managers  to 
spend  more  of  his  time  in  personal  contact 
with  our  customers  and  with  our  sales  force 
in  the  field.” 

Under  the  divisional  plan  which  will  go 
into  effect  when  Owen  rejoins  Paramount, 
the  exchanges  will  be  divided  as  follows: 

Eastern  division,  under  William  Erb'b:  Bos- 
ton, New  Haven,  Albany,  Buffalo,  Philadel- 
phia, Pittsburgh  and  Washington. 

New  York  and  southern,  Owen:  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  Atlanta,  Charlotte  and  New 
Orleans. 

Central,  J.  J.  Donohue:  Cleveland,  Cincin- 
nati, Detroit,  Indianapolis,  Chicago,  Milwau- 
kee, Dallas,  Minneapolis,  Oklahoma  City  and 
Memphis. 

Western,  George  A.  Smith:  Kansas  City, 


Newsreels  Alarmed 
By  Raw  Stock  Cut 

NEW  YORK — Although  the  newsreel  com- 
panies have  not  been  officially  notified  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  proposed  reduction  in 
their  allocation  of  raw  stock,  it  was  the 
consensus  of  the  newsreel  division  of  the 
War  Activities  Committee  at  a meeting  that 
the  reported  cut  to  750  feet  for  each  news- 
reel issue  “would  wreak  substantial  damage.” 

In  the  absence  of  official  word  from  the 
War  Production  Board,  however,  the  news- 
reel editors  discussed  the  proposed  order  in- 
formally. 

Newsreels  Protest  to  WPB 

It  was  brought  out  at  the  meeting  that 
the  various  newsreels  had  registered  their 
opposition  to  the  proposed  cuts  to  both  the 
WPB  and  their  various  affiliated  companies. 

Walter  Ament,  editor  of  Pathe  News  and 
chairman  of  the  committee,  presided  at  the 
meeting  which  was  attended  by:  E.  B.  Hat- 
rick  and  Charles  Mathieu,  News  of  the  Day; 
A.  J.  Richard  and  E.  P.  Genock,  Paramount 
News;  Tom  Mead,  Universal  News;  Richard 
de  Rochemont,  and  John  R.  Wood  jr„  March 
of  Time,  and  Alfred  Butterfield,  Pathe  News. 


Foreign  Areas  to  Get  Less  Footage 
If  U.S.  Situation  Becomes  Acute 

WASHINGTON — Further  discussions  on 
raw  stock  cuts  will  be  held  around  February 
1,  it  was  stated  by  Lincoln  V.  Burrows,  WPB 
executive,  following  talks  with  George 
Schaefer  and  other  industry  executives  in 
New  York  and  Washington. 

The  question  of  cuts  in  raw  stocks  for 
foreign  countries  was  answered  by  Burrows 
with  a statement  that  no  such  cuts  are  under 
consideration,  although  it  was  pointed  out 
that  there  is  a possibility  that  foreign  coun- 
tries might  get  less  film  if  the  situation  here 
becomes  acute. 

It  was  revealed  that  Russia’s  request  for 
approximately  100,000,000  feet  of  film  was  re- 
duced to  about  30,000,000  feet  and  no  further 
request  has  been  made. 

Great  Britain  at  the  moment  is  getting 
little  or  no  black  and  white  film,  but  is  get- 
ting approximately  1,000,000  feet  of  Techni- 
color film  quarterly. 


Veteran  Mat  Simons  Resigns 

NEW  YORK — Mat  Simons,  Boston  20th- 
Fox  manager,  has  resigned  after  25  years 
to  enter  the  shoe  manufacturing  business. 


St.  Louis,  Des  Moines,  Los  Angeles,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Portland,  Seattle,  Denver,  Salt  Lake 
City  and  Omaha. 

Oscar  Morgan  will  continue  as  short  sub- 
jects sales  manager  for  the  entire  United 
States. 
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Texas  Paper  Endorses 
Defense  of  Industry 


FREDERICKSBURG,  TEX. — Endorsement 
of  recent  BOXOFFICE  condemnation  of  the 
prevailing  tendency  to  class  motion  picture 
exhibition  on  the  same  level  as  honky-tonks 
and  race  tracks  was  made  by  the  Radio  Post 
of  Fredericksburg  when  the  publisher  of  that 
newspaper  reprinted  the  BOXOFFICE  edi- 
torial, “Consideration  Due.” 

William  Dietel,  editor  of  the  paper,  thus 
forcefully  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
general  public  the  fact  that  theatres  of  the 
nation  not  only  are  well-run  places  of  order- 
ly amusement  but  that  the  industry  is  mak- 
ing a staggering  contribution  to  the  war  ef- 
fort. The  readers  were  told  why  the  in- 
dustry does  not  deserve  to  be  hampered  by 
indiscriminate  manpower  raids  or  slurs  on 
the  theatre  as  an  entertainment  medium. 

The  Fredericksburg  paper  rose  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  motion  picture  industry  after 
another  local  paper  had  taken  an  inferential 
slap  at  theatres  in  an  editorial  on  juvenile 
delinquency. 

Arouses  Manager’s  Ire 

Failure  of  that  editorial  writer  specifically 
to  exempt  motion  picture  theatres  in  his 
sweeping  condemnation  of  places  of  amuse- 
ment aroused  the  ire  of  Walter  Knoche, 
manager  of  the  Palace  and  Longhorn  the- 
atres here.  He  called  the  BOXOFFICE  edi- 
torial, aimed  at  that  very  practice  of  gen- 
eralization, to  the  attention  of  Dietel,  who 
quickly  published  “Consideration  Due”  on 
his  own  editorial  page. 

In  a letter  to  BOXOFFICE,  Knoche  tells 
how  he  “went  to  bat”  to  defend  motion  pic- 
ture exhibition  against  the  implied  slur  cast 
upon  the  business  in  the  offending  editorial. 

“Your  recent  editorial  under  heading  of 
‘Consideration  Due’  certainly  hit  the  spot,” 
Knoche  writes.  “The  same  week  this  ap- 
peared, our  local  paper  in  an  editorial  lumped 
all  amusements  into  the  same  category  of 
motion  pictures  under  the  heading  ‘It  Can 
Happen  Here.’ 

“Although  the  editor  was  nice  enough  to 
say  that  not  all  amusements  came  under  the 
fire,  he,  however,  failed  to  clarify  to  the 
public’s  mind  that  motion  pictures  should 
not  come  under  the  heading.” 

Editorial  Hits  the  Spot 

Knoche  said  this  implication  made  him 
“plenty  hot  although  we  could  not  afford  to 
say  anything  about  it  and  just  lumped  it. 

“Then  lo  and  behold  your  article  comes  in 
right  after  this  appeared  in  the  local  paper 
and  immediately  we  contacted  the  competi- 
tive newspaper  to  reprint  it,”  Knoche  con- 
tinues. “He  accepted  it  and  although  he  left 
part  of  it  off,  nevertheless  it  hit  the  spot 
and  cleared  the  minds  of  the  general  public.” 

Knoche  added  that  in  his  opinion  it  is  time 
for  every  exhibitor  in  the  country,  especially 
in  small  situations,  to  take  a definite  stand 
in  raising  the  public’s  opinion  of  the  motion 
picture  industry. 

“We  have  been  placed  in  the  dumps  too 
long  and  now  is  the  time  to  go  to  bat,”  he 
said.  “Thanks  a million  for  that  wonderful 
article  and  more  power  to  you.” 

The  editorial  to  which  Knoche  took  ex- 
ception stated  that  local  law  enforcement  of- 
ficials were  bothered  by  “flagrant  violations 
of  law  and  decency  being  displayed  in  our 
community.” 

The  writer  pointed  out  that  officials  had 
threatened  to  close  questionable  places  of 
amusement  such  as  “dimly  lit  honky-tonks” 
and  urged  parents  to  provide  “wholesome 
and  entertaining”  amusements  for  boys  and 
girls  at  home. 


Another  endorsement  of  the  BOXOFFICE 
editorial  demand  that  this  industry  be  en- 
couraged rather  than  hamstrung  in  its  at- 
tempts to  carry  a gigantic  war  load  came 
from  W.  G.  Carmichael  of  Memphis,  who  de- 
scribed himself  as  “an  old-time  film  sales- 
man.” 

Flays  OPA  Unfairness 

“I  feel  that  most  salesmen  would  appreci- 
ate the  recognition  you  suggest  but  feel  they 
would  appreciate  ‘gasoline  consideration’  still 
more,”  Carmichael  writes. 

“Gasoline  boards  do  not  concede  film  sales- 
men more  than  19  B coupons  for  three 
months,  which,  together  with  the  A coupons, 
gives  the  average  salesman  working  country 
territories  about  enough  for  three  to  four 
weeks’  work. 

“Many  people  engaged  in  work  that  is  no 
more  important  than  ours,  some  in  work  not 
as  important,  receive  large  allotments  of 
coupons.  Traveling  the  country  we  see  vaca- 
tioners from  distant  states  running  hither 
and  yon  and  many  other  items  of  gasoline 
wastage  that  causes  me  to  wonder  if  anyone 
in  the  “higher  up”  brackets  of  our  industry 
has  attempted  to  secure  a fairer  designation 
from  the  OPA. 

“The  service  our  industry  has  done  for  the 
government — for  the  Warm  Springs  Founda- 
tion— for  the  Red  Cross  and  the  many  others 
of  which  you  know  would  seem  to  be  to 
make  it  feasible  to  reclassify  us.  Service 
(repair)  men  to  keep  the  booth  equipment 
in  repair  receive  unlimited  gasoline — if  we 
do  not  call  on  the  accounts  and  service  them 
in  the  selling  and  booking  they  wouldn’t 
have  need  for  equipment  service  men,”  Car- 
michael concludes. 


MPI-WAC  Back  of  WMC 

NEW  YORK — Harry  Brandt,  national 
chairman,  theatres  division,  motion  picture’s 
manpower  commission,  has  appointed  Leo 
Brecher  liaison  between  the  WMC  and  the 
MPI-WAC  for  the  New  York  area;  Frank 
Damis  will  serve  in  a similar  capacity  for 
New  Jersey. 

To  aid  WMC  in  recruiting  workers  four 
214  minute  trailers,  “Silence,”  “Just  for  Re- 
membrance,” “Hands”  and  “Have  You  Killed 
a Jap?”  have  been  prepared  at  the  Astoria 
studios  for  distribution  by  the  Second  serv- 
ice command,  U.S.A. 


Fuel  Status  May  Close 
Theatres  in  the  Hub 

Boston — Shortage  of  both  oil  and  coal 
in  the  Boston  metropolitan  area  was  so 
emphasized  Tuesday  that  a warning  was 
issued  from  the  OPA  that  it  might  be- 
come necessary  to  close  theatres  and  other 
places  of  amusement. 

The  Hub  is  facing  the  most  acute  fuel 
shortage  in  its  history.  Merchants  and 
theatre  men  have  voluntarily  cooperated 
with  the  suggestion  of  a brownout  to 
conserve  fuel  and  the  Boston  business 
districts  will  again  be  unlighted,  while 
marquees  will  go  out  of  commission,  but 
even  then  the  shortage  is  still  so  great 
it  is  giving  plenty  of  cause  for  additional 
worry  to  the  motion  picture  and  legiti- 
mate theatres  in  this  area. 


Allied  Agenda  Is  Set 
For  Columbus  Confab 

COLUMBUS — Because  there  have  been  no 
major  developments  on  the  consent  decree, 
the  proposed  Allied  conference  of  independent 
exhibitors  on  this  topic  will  not  be  convened 
in  connection  with  the  Allied  board  meet- 
ing here.  Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel, 
will  take  up  the  problem  for  general  dis- 
cussion, however. 

It  is  expected  that  a meeting  of  the  con- 
ference will  be  called  by  Hugh  W.  Bruen  at 
the  time  of  Allied’s  springboard  meeting  late 
in  April  or  early  in  May. 

Sessions  are  scheduled  to  open  at  Deshler- 
Wallick  Hotel  Wednesday  morning,  January 
24. 

Myers,  in  his  discussion  of  consent  decree, 
intends  to  ask  for  formulation  of  policy 
pending  hearing  before  Judge  Goddard  in 
New  York  March  5. 

Topics  included  for  discussion  at  Wednes- 
day afternoon  sessions  are:  Serial  numbering 
of  tickets;  report  by  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  on 
action  taken  by  special  committee;  16mm 
competition  report  by  Nathan  Yamins;  addi- 
tional sources  of  product,  Irving  Dollinger, 
WAC,  President  Martin  Smith  and  Harry 
Lowenstein,  and  caravan  activities,  Sidney 
Samuelson. 

Taxation,  both  federal  and  state,  will  be 
taken  up  Thursday.  President  Smith  will  re- 
port on  WPB  and  Colonel  Cole  will  discuss 
the  board’s  attitude  on  new  theatres. 

New  officers  are  to  be  chosen  for  one- 
year  terms  on  Thursday. 

Kalmenson  Realigns  Sales 
Setup  in  South-Southwest 

NEW  YORK  — Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners 
general  sales  manager,  has  realigned  the 
southern  sales  organization  by  splitting  the 
southern  district  into  two  distribution  areas, 
southeastern  and  southwestern,  each  with  its 
own  headquarters. 

Atlanta  will  continue  as  headquarters  of 
the  southeastern  district,  with  Ralph  L. 
McCoy  continuing  as  district  manager.  His 
sales  area  will  include  Atlanta,  Charlotte  and 
New  Orleans  branch  offices. 

The  southwestern  district  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Doak  Roberts,  promoted  from 
Dallas  branch  manager,  with  headquarters 
in  Dallas.  This  district  will  include  Okla- 
homa City  and  Memphis  areas  as  well  as 
Dallas.  J.  W.  Loewe,  branch  manager  at 
Oklahoma  City,  has  been  promoted  to  Dallas 
branch  manager,  with  J.  B.  Sokley,  salesman 
at  Chicago,  getting  the  post  of  Oklahoma 
City  manager. 

All  changes  are  effective  January  22. 

Irvin  Coval  Is  Appointed 
To  British  Indies  Post 

NEW  YORK— Wolfe  Cohen,  Warners’  in- 
ternational head,  has  named  Irvin  Coval,  for- 
mer Montreal  branch  manager,  as  manager 
for  Trinidad  and  British  West  Indies,  suc- 
ceeding Lester  Cohen,  who  was  transferred 
to  Panama. 

Vincent  Palmeri  was  named  Peru  branch 
manager,  succeeding  Armando  Trucios,  who 
becomes  supervisor  for  Peru,  Colombia  and 
Ecuador. 


Anne  O'Donnell  to  N.  Y. 

NEW  YORK — Anne  O’Donnell,  one  of  the 
original  PRC  franchise  holders  in  Detroit, 
will  come  here  shortly  to  serve  in  an  execu- 
tive capacity  under  Leo  J.  McCarthy,  gen- 
eral sales  manager.  PRC  recently  purchased 
the  Detroit  franchise  from  Miss  O’Donnell 
and  William  Flemion. 
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Paramount  was  the  paramount  company  in  the 
motion  picture  industry  in  1944.  It  was  the  company  that 
delivered  the  top  grossing  picture  in  1944  — that  had  the 
top  picture  in  every  Best  Ten  poll  and  most  of  the  pictures 
in  the  majority  of  ‘Best  Ten”  polls  published  to  date. 

To  know  that  Paramount  will  again  be  paramount  in  1945 
—just  look  at  Paramount’s  first  block  in  1945. 


Third  Block  of  Five 

for  1944-45 


HERE  COMES 


HERE  COME 


2 Betty  Huttons 

She’s  twice  as  terrific  as  TWINS — a bing-bang  blonde  and  a romantic  redheac 


HERE  COMES 

Sonny  T ufts 

Swamped  by  sea -going  sweeties — in  his  first  singing  role. 


He  "Ac- cent  - tchu  - ates 


ow  since  "Going  My  Way 


In  Paramount’s  Biggest  Musical 
Since  “Star  Spangled  Rhythm” 


With  Waves  of  Laughter 
A Salvo  of  Songs 
and  Oceans  of  Ship-Shape  Honeys! 


E NATION'S 

song-hit 

lt_tchu-a*e 

posU'tve 

HER  HIT-PARA^ 

( j)V£")MER<- 

...orvlD  ARLEN  j 


featuring 

No 


PRODUCTION 

Ann  Doran  * Gwen  Crawford  * Noel  Neill  • Catherine  Craig  * Marjorie  Henshaw 

Screen  Play  by  Allan  Scott,  Ken  Englund  and!  Zion  Myers 

Directed  by  MARK  SANDRICH 


Available  February  16th  for  exhi 
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Visualize  Vast  Expansion 
In  Use  of  16mm  Size 
By  Nation's  Schools 

By  MANNY  COHEN 

NEW  YORK— There  are  224,446  schools— 
elementary,  high,  college  and  university— in 
the  United  States,  with  a large  proportion 
of  them  possible  users  of  16mm  films  after 
the  war,  educators  estimate. 

Theatres  total  18,000.  This  is  cited  merely 
for  comparison. 

Estimates  of  the  number  of  16mm  pro- 
jectors in  use  by  the  army  and  navy  run 
from  10,000  to  30,000  in  the  absence  of  of- 
ficial figures.  Educators  are  discussing  the 
chances  for  getting  these  after  the  war. 

Between  18,000  and  20,000  16mm  projectors 
are  in  use  in  this  country,  with  about  75  per 
cent  in  schools. 

Brochures  and  study  guides  relating  to 
films  are  being  sent  regularly  to  more  than 
12,000  educational  and  community  groups. 

Hundreds  of  universities  where  army  and 
navy  officers  are  being  trained  are  using 
government-owned  projectors  and  govern- 
ment-made films. 

Will  H.  Hays  to  Report 

In  England  more  than  600  theatres  are 
showing  educational  films  to  children  Satur- 
day mornings  and  the  government  is  plan- 
ning the  installation  of  several  thousand  pro- 
jectors in  schools  immediately  after  the  war. 

These  are  some  of  the  highlights  of  a vast 
ferment  of  discussion  going  on  inside  and 
outside  of  this  industry  that  may  come  out 
into  the  open  shortly. 

Some  weeks  ago  Will  H.  Hays  called  a 
conference  of  educators,  representatives  of 
varied  civic  organizations  and  clergymen  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  for  discussion  of  this 
problem.  It  is  understood  he  will  have  a 
report  to  present  to  producers  on  the  coast 
within  the  next  few  weeks. 

Harry  M.  Warner  is  making  an  independent 
study  of  the  problem  with  the  help  of  ex- 
perts. 

Producers  of  trailers,  shorts  and  advertis- 
ing films  are  eyeing  the  prospects  closely. 
The  current  practice  is  to  sell  these  educa- 
tional shorts  for  flat  sums,  instead  of  rent- 
ing them  as  is  done  with  entertainment 
films. 

Many  Questions  Arise 

March  of  Time  has  gone  into  the  field. 

The  U.S.  department  of  education  headed 
by  Commissioner  Studebaker  is  so  interested 
in  the  subject  that  it  would  cause  no  sur- 
prise if  recommendations  for  federal  aid  to 
school  systems  should  be  forthcoming. 

Out  of  all  this  talk  questions  arise  con- 
stantly. 

Who  will  produce  the  pictures  needed  for 
a vast  expansion?  How  will  they  be  dis- 
tributed? Will  there  be  enough  revenue  in 
it  to  make  it  worth-while  as  a private  en- 
terprise supported  by  its  own  profits? 

The  answers  are  as  varied  as  the  view- 
points of  those  interested.  It  is  impossible 
to  draw  any  conclusions  from  them,  but 
BOXOFFICE  has  been  making  a study  of 
the  problem  for  some  time  and  hopes  to 
present  the  facts  as  they  are  found  in  this 
and  subsequent  articles. 

One  interesting  sidelight  on  the  situation 
is  the  complete  absence  of  the  opposition  to 
teaching  films  among  conservatives  which 
existed  before  the  war. 

At  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  both  the 


LEADERS  SURVEYING 
EDUCATIONAL  FILMS 


army  and  navy  gathered  well-known  edu- 
cators, film  producers  and  technicians  into 
conference  on  how  to  produce  training  shorts. 
Other  government  departments  and  h.eads 
of  war  industries  grasped  the  possibilities 
quickly  and  production  began.  Walt  Disney 
was  one  of  the  outstanding  figures  from  the 
start  and  still  is. 

Mistakes  were  made.  Technical  subjects 
couldn’t  be  too  technical;  they  had  to  have 
entertainment  value  to  hold  interest.  Many 
viewpoints  were  modified.  All  argument 
about  the  value  of  the  resulting  film  ended 
many  months  ago. 

English  Government  Interested 

England  went  through  the  same  experi- 
ence. Over  there  J.  Arthur  Rank,  who  is 
tremendously  wealthy  and  ready  to  spend 
money  on  anything  that  interests  him,  se- 
cured the  cooperation  of  the  government. 
His  theatre  interests  are  so  large  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  inducing  exhibitors  to  show  en- 
tertainment-educational programs  Saturday 
mornings  for  nominal  charges.  All  receipts 
over  the  actual  overhead  go  into  the  produc- 
tion of  new  films.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
trying  to  arrange  exchanges  of  these  films 
between  countries.  Whether  this  will  be  one 
of  the  developments  here  remains  to  be  seen. 

Documentary  films,  with  propaganda  and 
educational  aims,  have  become  so  common, 
both  in  and  outside  of  theatres,  that  the 
public  has  become  accustomed  to  them.  It 
is  estimated  that  more  than  2,000,000  persons 
monthly  see  films  distributed  by  the  non- 
theatrical  division  of  the  OWI.  The  same 
situation  prevails  in  all  the  Latin-American 
republics  where  the  coordinator  of  inter- 
American  affairs  has  provided  the  films  and 
the  means  for  showing  them — at  times  in 
places  where  films  have  never  been  seen 
before. 

Nobody  expects  this  activity  to  come  to  an 
end  after  the  war.  What  they  are  speculat- 
ing on  is — who  is  going  to  take  it  over? 

Those  studying  the  problem  admit  its  scope 
is  so  immense  they  are  fascinated  by  it. 

Some  Dubious  About  Cost 

There  are  some  who  still  argue  that  school 
systems  will  not  be  able  to  raise  the  money 
for  installations.  These  objections  are  met 
by  others  who  predict  so  much  popular  sup- 
port for  the  idea  that  the  cost  will  be  for- 
gotten. In  this  connection  they  point  out 
that  tens  of  thousands  of  returning  service 
men  who  will  be  active  in  civic  affairs  short- 
ly after  the  war  will  be  so  completely  sold 
on  educational  films  that  their  elders  will 
hesitate  to  offer  old-fashioned  objections. 

Typical  of  what  is  going  on  in  many  places 
is  a recent  survey  by  I.  C.  Boerlin,  Pennsyl- 
vania State  College,  for  Film  News,  an  edu- 
cational publication.  The  survey  covered  the 
opinions  of  54  persons — educators,  educational 
film  distributors,  equipment  makers  and  com- 
mercial distributors.  One  of  the  conclusions 
was  that  “government  surplus  and  salvage 
audio-visual  equipment  should  be  sold  to 
educational  institutions  through  some  equit- 
able plan.” 

Other  conclusions  were:  “There  is  strong 
sentiment  for  making  audio-visual  equip- 


Developments  in  the  field  of  educa- 
tional films  have  been  coming  so  rapid- 
ly of  late  that  BOXOFFICE  herewith  at- 
tempts to  present  a broad  over-all  sur- 
vey of  the  situation  up  to  the  present. 

Further  details  will  be  presented  later. 


Ponder  on  Potentialities 
Of  224,446  Institutions 
As  Possible  Patrons 

ment  and  aids  available  to  educational  in- 
stitutions, preferably  on  a sales  basis;  a con- 
siderable amount  of  various  types  of  equip- 
ment and  aids  will  be  available  after  the 
war;  disposal  of  this  equipment  to  educa- 
tional institutions  should  accelerate  visual 
education  in  schools  and  work  favorably  in 
the  end  for  the  educational  institutions, 
manufacturers  and  producers;  there  is  hon- 
est concern  over  the  condition  of  equipment 
and  aids  that  will  be  released,  and  some 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  servicing 
of  this  equipment.  Failure  to  do  so  may  re- 
sult in  many  school  visual  aid  programs 
getting  off  to  a disappointing  start.” 

See  Projector  Total  Doubled 

It  is  estimated  by  some  of  those  studying 
the  problem  that  enough  machines  will  be 
usable  to  double  the  current  total  in  this 
country.  About  20  projection  manufacturers 
will  be  active,  it  is  figured.  Raw  stock 
manufacturing  facilities  have  been  expanded 
so  greatly  during  the  war,  it  is  pointed  out, 
that  Eastman  and  Du  Pont  and  others  will 
be  looking  for  new  markets. 

Pending  some  conclusion  on  further  moves 
in  the  field,  Warners  are  sending  out  12,000 
brochures  and  study  guides  on  each  picture 
lending  itself  to  this  treatment.  These  go  to 
various  kinds  of  educational  institutions  and 
community  groups  and  are  a part  of  the 
general  sales  promotion  activities.  Walt  Dis- 
ney, enthusiastic  because  of  the  experience 
he  has  gained  in  producing  shorts  for  the 
services  and  the  coordinator’s  Latin-Ameri- 
can programs,  is  studying  the  possibilities  of 
expansion. 

As  recently  as  October  1944  March  of  Time 
began  preparing  “forum  editions”  on  16mm 
stock  for  use  in  classrooms,  and  these  have 
been  found  to  be  suitable  for  showings  to 
clubs  and  organizations.  These  “forum  edi- 
tions” run  from  12  to  15  minutes.  Eight  sub- 
jects have  been  completed  and  are  being 
rented  by  schools  and  individuals.  Educators 
have  shown  great  interest  in  them. 

Hays  Office  Has  a Library 

The  industry  as  a whole  has  been  dis- 
tributing films  for  educational  use  through 
Teaching  Film  Custodians,  Inc.,  an  adjunct 
of  the  Hays  office,  with  Roger  Albright  as 
director  of  distribution.  The  work  began 
July  1,  1939.  About  600  subjects  are  avail- 
able. Fifty  subjects  are  added  annually  to 
the  library. 

Will  H.  Hays,  in  a recent  article  in  the 
New  York  Times,  said,  “At  the  invitation  of 
the  American  Council  of  Education  repre- 
sentatives of  the  industry  have  participated 
in  discussions  of  the  postwar  role  of  the 
screen  in  educational  institutions.  This 
eventuated  in  the  Commission  of  Motion  Pic- 
tures in  Education,  which  is  undertaking  a 
five-year  program  of  study  whereby  the  edu- 
cational profession  and  the  industry  will 
learn  how  to  be  of  mutual  assistance  in  aid- 
ing the  future  production  of  pedagogic  films 
in  the  best  interests  of  education.” 

Recently  1,300  educators  turned  out  at  the 
American  Museum  of  National  History’s  first 
Visual  Aid  Institute  for  Teachers.  One  of  the 
subjects  presented  was  Disney’s  “The  Three 
Caballeros.” 
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AND  HERE  ARE  M-G-M  HITS  FOR  1945  HONORS! 


MEET  ME  IN  ST.  LOUIS  ...  in  Technicolor  . . . Judy 
Garland,  Margaret  O’Brien 

THIRTY  SECONDS  OVER  TOKYO  . . . Spencer  Tracy, 
Van  Johnson,  Robert  Walker,  Phyllis  Thaxter 

THE  THIN  MAN  GOES  HOME. ..William  Powell, 
Myrna  Loy 

BETWEEN  TWO  WOMEN  ...  Van  Johnson,  Lionel 
Barrymore,  Gloria  DeHaven,  Marilyn  Maxwell 

NATIONAL  VELVET  ...  in  Technicolor  . . . Mickey 
Rooney,  Donald  Crisp,  Elizabeth  Taylor,  Jackie  Jenkins 

THIS  MAN’S  NAVY  . . . Wallace  Beery,  Tom  Drake, 
James  Gleason 


ANCHORS  AWEIGH  ...  in  Technicolor  . . . Frank  Sinatra, 
Kathryn  Grayson,  Gene  Kelly,  Jose  Iturbi,  Rags  Ragland, 
Carlos  Ramirez 

THE  PICTURE  OF  DORIAN  GRAY  . . . George 
Sanders,  Hurd  Hatfield,  Donna  Reed,  Angela  Lansbury, 
Peter  Lawford 

HOLD  HIGH  THE  TORCH  ...  in  Technicolor ...  Elizabeth 
Taylor,  Frank  Morgan  and  Lassie 

WITHOUT  LOVE  . . . Spencer  Tracy,  Katharine  Hepburn, 
Lucille  Ball 

FOR  OUR  VINES  HAVE  TENDER  GRAPES  . . . Edward 
G.  Robinson, Margaret  O’Brien,  James  Craig,  Jackie  Jenkins 


MUSIC  FOR  MILLIONS  . . . Margaret  O’Brien,  Jose 
Iturbi,  Jimmy  Durante,  June  Allyson 

THRILL  OF  A ROMANCE  ...  in  Technicolor  . . . Esther 
Williams,  Van  Johnson,  Frances  Gifford,  Lauritz  Melchior, 
Tommy  Dorsey  and  his  Orchestra 

WEEKEND  AT  THE  WALDORF  . . . Ginger  Rogers, 
Lana  Turner,  Walter  Pidgeon,  Van  Johnson,  Robert  Benchley 

THE  VALLEY  OF  DECISION. ..Greer  Garson,  Gregory 
Peck,  Lionel  Barrymore 


ZIEGFELD  FOLLIES  ...  in  Technicolor  . . . Fred  Astaire, 
Lucille  Ball,  Lucille  Bremer,  Fanny  Brice,  Judy  Garland, 
Lena  Horne,  Gene  Kelly,  James  Melton,  Victor  Moore, 
William  Powell,  Red  Skelton,  Esther  Williams 

KEEP  YOUR  POWDER  DRY  . . . Lana  Turner,  Laraine 
Day,  Susan  Peters 

SON  OF  LASSIE  ...  in  Technicolor  . . . Peter  Lawford, 
Donald  Crisp,  Lassie  and  Laddie 

THE  CLOCK  . . . Judy  Garland,  Robert  Walker 


IT’S  ANOTHER  FRIENDLY  YEAR! 


March  of  Dimes! — Jan.  25  to  31 
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By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 


Raw  Stock  Exports 

JN  the  weekend  conferences  having  to  do 

with  allotment  of  raw  stock  cuts  so  news- 
reels will  not  be  ruined  and  independent 
producers  with  few  releases  will  not  be  hit 
too  hard,  there  developed  a great  curiosity 
about  how  much  raw  stock  is  being  sent  to 
foreign  countries. 

Walter  Trohan,  in  the  Washington 
Times-Herald,  made  the  charge  that  Rus- 
sia was  getting  37,000,000  feet  of  raw 
stock  and  that  Great  Britain  was  getting 
30,000,000  under  lend-lease,  with  18,000,000 
feet  to  Mexico  and  smaller  quantities  to 
France,  Italy  and  other  countries.  He  also 
said  England  was  exporting  film  to  Russia 
and  that  both  Russia  and  Great  Britain 
were  using  this  footage  for  their  own  prop- 
aganda purposes.  The  British  Ministry  of 
Information  promptly  denied  this,  and  said 
all  stock  received  under  lend-lease  was 
used  for  training  films,  newsreels,  war  in- 
centive pictures,  and  services  conducted 
jointly  by  the  Psychological  Warfare  Dept. 
It  has  since  been  learned  that  Russia’s  re- 
quest for  U.S.  footage  was  cut  by  75  per 
cent. 

Nobody  in  this  industry  is  willing  to 
come  out  openly  and  say  all  film  ship- 
ments to  countries  imposing  restrictions  on 
American  exhibition  should  be  banned,  but 
that  is  the  way  many  feel  about  it.  Inter- 
national relations  are  supposed  to  be  a deli- 
cate topic  not  subject  for  discussion. 

WPB  officials,  it  is  said,  have  been  in- 
formed privately  that  industry  leaders  feel 
the  whole  problem  of  raw  stock  exports 
should  be  examined  in  conference  with  the 
state  department  before  the  American  in- 
dustry is  asked  to  accept  further  sacrifices, 
and  they  have  named  some  countries  they 
think  should  not  get  any  raw  stock  what- 
soever. 

* * * 

Marquee  Lighting 

pEBRUARY  1 has  been  set  as  the  deadline 
for  dousing  outdoor  advertising  lights. 


but  the  restrictions  will  depend  on  local 
interpretations.  One  well-known  sign  owner 
along  Broadway  has  pointed  out  that  the 
tiny  squares  of  reflecting  glass  used  in  the 
construction  of  some  of  the  huge  displays 
will  show  up  even  if  they  pick  up  only  the 
light  from  street  lamps  and  windows.  Mar- 
quees probably  will  be  dimmed  considerably 
and  neon  displays  will  be  casualties.  Thea- 
tre men  are  philosophical  about  it.  In  the 
east  the  blackouts  early  in  the  war  made 
downtown  streets  gloomy,  but  business  held 
up.  Away  from  coastal  areas,  where  little 
attention  was  paid  to  blackouts,  the  ex- 
perience will  be  new. 

* * * 

^^HAT  an  exploitation  chance  for  PRC 

with  "When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again!” 

* * * 

gEVENTEEN  major  conventions  sched- 
uled for  New  York  have  been  cancelled. 
If  this  keeps  up,  visiting  film  men  may  be 
able  to  get  hotel  rooms. 

* * * 

J^BSENCE  of  a year  and  a half  in  the 
army  did  not  affect  Alan  Ladd’s  popu- 
larity, said  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount 
sales  head,  after  completing  an  analysis  of 
returns  on  “And  Now  Tomorrow.” 

* * * 

What  About  Veterans? 

QNE  angle  of  the  current  manpower  agi- 
tation that  is  worrying  theatre  men  is 
— what  is  going  to  happen  to  the  dis- 
charged service  men  who  have  returned  to 
their  jobs?  There  are  thousands  of  them 
who  have  been  released  from  the  army  and 
navy  for  various  reasons.  All  of  them  are 
young,  able  and  willing  and  exhibitors  have 
been  glad  to  get  them  back.  They  hope 
these  men  will  not  be  reclassified  for  lim- 
ited service. 

Generally  speaking,  theatres  and  ex- 
changes have  adjusted  their  personnel  to 
the  current  shortages  by  taking  in  women 
and  training  older  men.  Where  schoolboys 
are  available  they  are  used  as  ushers  and 
ticket  takers. 


"Dimes  Pledges  Ahead 
01  '44,"  Says  Brandi 

NEW  YORK — “The  fine  response  to  this 
year’s  March  of  Dimes  appeal  reflects  the 
wholehearted  cooperation  of  all  branches  of 
our  industry,”  said  Harry  Brandt  of  the  na- 
tional committee,  as  pledges  of  participation 
in  the  1945  March  of  Dimes  campaign  kept 
coming  in  to  national  headquarters  at  the 
rate  of  1,000  daily. 

The  rush  of  pledges,  reaching  the  12,000 
mark  early  in  the  week,  has  exceeded  by  far 
the  number  pledged  at  the  corresponding  date 
a year  ago.  The  regular  headquarters  staff 
has  been  increased  by  12  volunteers,  who  are 
rushing  out  official  lists  to  the  state  chair- 
men and  mailing  citations  and  report  forms 
directly  to  the  individual  theatres. 

The  entire  opening  night’s  receipts  of  the 
Interstate  circuit’s  new  1,000-seat  Laurel 
Theatre  in  San  Antonio  will  be  given  to  the 
Texas  Dimes  drive,  according  to  Robert  J. 
O’Donnell  and  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  state  chair- 
men, who  anticipate  collections  of  double  the 
$214,056  realized  by  Texas  theatres  last  year. 

Connecticut  Nears  Goal 

Theatres  in  Connecticut  lack  only  20 
pledges  toward  a 100  per  cent  representation 
in  the  campaign,  says  I.  H.  Hoffman,  state 
chairman,  who  declared  that  the  missing 
houses  probably  will  be  enrolled  shortly. 

Dimes  coin  collections  boxes  will  be  placed 
on  cashiers’  desks  in  every  large  restaurant 
and  cafeteria  chain  in  Boston,  through  the 
efforts  of  Harry  Browning’s  publicity  com- 
mittee. 

Amid  appropriate  ceremonies,  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Times  Square  March  of  Dimes 
display,  as  part  of  WAC’s  replica  of  the 
Statue  of  Liberty,  is  slated  for  January  25. 
A parade,  military  bands,  personal  appear- 
ances of  stage  and  screen  stars,  and  talks 
by  Mayor  LaGuardia,  Basil  O’Connor,  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Foundation  of  Infan- 
tile Paralysis,  and  Harry  Brandt  of  the  na- 
tional committee,  will  precede  the  unveiling 
of  a large  screen  upon  which  the  Greer  Gar- 
son  appeal  trailer  will  be  shown  throughout 
the  day  and  evening. 

A special  campaign  appeal  has  been  re- 
corded by  Margaret  O’Brien,  young  M-G-M 
star,  which  will  be  amplified  continuously 
during  the  drive  as  part  of  the  Broadway 
street  display. 

Responsibility  Is  Placed 
In  Hartford  Holocaust 

HARTFORD  — Placing  criminal  responsi- 
bility for  the  Hartford  circus  holocaust  last 
July  in  which  168  persons  were  burned  to 
death  and  862  injured,  on  two  officials  and 
five  employes  of  Ringling  Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey  Combined  Shows,  Inc.,  County 
Coroner  Frank  E.  Healy  accuses  them  of 
being  “guilty  of  wanton  or  reckless  conduct 
either  of  commission,  or  of  omission  where 
there  is  a duty  to  act,  which  makes  them 
criminally  liable  for  the  deaths.” 

Those  charged  are  James  A.  Haley,  vice- 
president  and  director;  George  W.  Smith, 
general  manager;  Leonard  S.  Aylesworth, 
boss  canvasman;  Edward  R.  Versteeg,  chief 
electrician;  David  W.  Blanchard,  superin- 
tendent of  rolling  stock,  and  William  Caley 
and  Samuel  Clark,  seatmen. 

The  |f ire,  police  and  building  departments 
of  the  City  of  Hartford  are  exonerated  of 
blame,  the  coroner  finding  no  legal  duty  im- 
posed “to  make  an  official  inspection  of 
circuses  under  canvas  exhibited  in  Hartford.” 


Monogram  Issue  Oversubscribed 

NEW  YORK — Emanuel  & Co.’s  subscrip- 
tion books  have  been  closed  on  Monogram 
convertible  preferred  stock.  The  issue  has 
been  oversubscribed. 


ROYALTY  ATTENDS — Opening  of  20th-Fox’s  “Wilson”  in  London  at  the 
Odeon  Theatre  developed  into  a social  event.  Shown  here  seated  in  the  theatre 
are:  John  Davis,  Leslie  Farrow,  Mrs.  J.  Arthur  Rank,  Mr.  Rank,  Pfc.  Stavros 
Triantafyllos  (standing),  H.R.H.  Princess  Aspasia,  H.R.H.  King  Peter  of  Yugo- 
slavia, H.R.H.  Queen  Alexandra  of  Yugoslavia,  Lieut.  George  A.  Tensilitos,  Sir 
Hugo  and  Lady  Cunliffe-Owen. 
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MEXICANS  HONOR  DISNEY — Ezequiel  Padilla,  secretary  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, was  one  of  those  who  attended  the  opening  of  “The  Three  Caballeros”  at 
the  Alameda  Theatre,  Mexico  City.  He  is  extending  congratulations  here  to  Roy 
Disney  over  XEW.  He  also  broadcast  congratulations  to  Walt  Disney. 


Many  Types  of  Announcers  Voices 
Confuses  Ray-Tele  Studio  Visitor 


Goldwyn,  Selznick 
Get  Astor  Theatre 

NEW  YORK— Samuel  Goldwyn  and  Van- 
guard Films,  Inc.  (Selznick)  have  solved  the 
problem  of  getting  long  run  Broadway  show- 
ings for  their  product  by  making  a participat- 
ing deal  with  the  City  Investing  Co.  for  the 
Astor  Theatre,  which  has  been  a show  win- 
dow for  M-G-M  product  for  several  years. 

In  making  the  arrangement  known  James 
Mulvey,  acting  for  Goldwyn,  and  Neil  Ag- 
new,  vice-president  and  sales  head  for  Van- 
guard, said  it  was  the  first  time  leading 
independents  had  been  able  to  get  a top 
Broadway  theatre  for  their  productions. 

Goldwyn’s  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate” 
will  open  February  9 for  an  indefinite  run 
and  it  will,  be  followed  by  Selznick’s  “Spell- 
bound,” directed  by  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Whether  similar  arrangements  are  at- 
tempted in  other  key  cities  will  depend  upon 
conditions  as  they  are  found,  Agnew  said 
in  explanation  of  the  deal. 

M-G-M’s  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  will  close 
February  5.  Since  the  end  of  the  year  the 
theatre  has  been  occupied  on  a day-to-day 
basis. 

There  has  been  some  speculation  about 
the  Astor  for  several  weeks  since  Maurice 
Maurer,  acting  with  the  City  Investing  Corp., 
took  over  the  Victoria.  The  banking  group 
will  operate  the  Astor,  probably  with  Maurer 
in  charge.  Goldwyn  and  Vanguard  guar- 
antee a minimum  rental,  but  all  grosses  over 
this  sum  are  shared.  The  arrangement  is 
for  a minimum  of  two  and  one-half  years 
and  probably  will  be  continued.  The  oper- 
ating subsidiary  for  the  banking  interests 
is  the  Astor  Theatre  Corp. 

Agnew  points  out  that  in  all  key  cities 
the  number  of  pictures  playing  first  runs 
has  been  cut  practically  in  half  by  long  runs  • 
since  the  start  of  the  war.  This  makes  it 
impossible  for  independents  to  break  in.  It 
also  complicates  the  task  of  laying  out  na- 
tional advertising  campaigns,  commitments 
for  which  must  be  made  from  two  to  four 
months  in  advance.  Only  five  pictures  played 
the  Astor  last  year. 

By  having  an  assurance  of  dates,  Agnew 
said,  the  national  advertising  can  be  laid 
out  to  the  best  advantage. 

Silver  Jubilee  Series 
For  Sack  Anniversary 

NEW  YORK — “Ration  Blues,”  a negro 
musical  short,  produced  by  Sack  Amusement 
Enterprises  of  Dallas  and  Atlanta,  has  been 
completed  at  Filmcraft  Studios  under  direc- 
tion of  William  Forrest  Crouch.  Recording  is 
on  RCA.  The  short  is  the  first  of  a series 
of  six  Sack  will  release  in  celebration  of  its 
25th  anniversary,  known  as  its  Silver  Jubilee 
series.  Topflight  negro  acts  and  bands  will 
be  featured. 

In  addition  to  Louis  Jordan  and  band, 
“Ration  Blues,”  features  Hilda  Rogers,  Taps 
and  Sweet,  dance  team,  and  Una  Mae  Car- 
lisle, torch  singer,  while  Jordan  himself  acts 
as  master  of  ceremonies.  Each  subject  is 
one  reel. 

Distribution  will  be  through  Sack  offices 
and  through  independent  exchanges  where 
the  Sack  organization  does  not  have  its  own 
office. 


Messmore  Kendall  Weds 

PALM  BEACH,  FLA. — Messmore  Kendall, 
president  of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  New  York 
City,  and  theatrical  producer,  was  wedded  to 
Miss  Sophie  Treble  of  London  at  his  winter 
home  here.  The  bride,  an  English  artist,  is 
the  daughter  of  Capt.  Henry  Montagu  Treble, 
formerly  of  the  Sixteenth  Lancers,  and  Mrs. 
Treble  of  London.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  County  Judge  Richard  P.  Robbins. 


By  PAUL  PEREZ 

NEW  YORK  — We’d  never  given  much 
thought  to  how  many  kinds  of  announcers’ 
voices  there  are;  simply,  we’d  divided  the 
field  into  two  classes:  (1)  those  you’d  like 
to  throttle,  and  (2)  those  you’d  prefer  to 
shoot  because  that  way  is  quicker.  It  seems 
there  are  no  fewer  than  nine  types,  ranging 
from  the  dignified  (or  symphony  orchestra) 
to  “You  Mothers”  (or  soap  opera)  voice. 
Those  are  only  announcers,  mind  you.  In 
addition,  there  are  at  least  108  character 
types  and  dialects,  according  to  a voice  type 
breakdown  made  by  Central  Casting’s  coun- 
terpart in  the  radio  and  television  field, 
Ray-Tele.  Radio-television — Ray-Tele.  Get 
it? 

Intrigued  by  an  ad  in  AFRA’s  monthly 
publication,  Stand  By!,  extolling  the  ad- 
vantages of  Ray-Tele’s  Voice  Library,  we 
dropped  over  on  Fifth  Avenue.  Entering 
Ray-Tele’s  outer  sanctum,  we  gave  our  name 
to  a young  lady  and  asked  for  Miss  Hill, 
the  manager,  whose  name  appeared  on  the 
ad. 

Whale  in  Search  of  Noah 

Shortly  afterward  a comely  brunet  entered, 
greeted  us  with  a big  hello,  a clinging  hand- 
clasp and  a puzzled  look.  Turned  out  she 
thought  we  were  someone  else;  in  fact,  she 
was  someone  else  herself — wasn’t  even  Miss 
Hill,  but  a Miss  Whale.  She  left,  possibly 
in  search  of  someone  named  Noah. 

A moment  later  Miss  Hill,  an  attractive 
redhead,  entered  and  greeted  us  with  a 
puzzled  look,  omitting  the  big  hello  and 
clinging  handclasp.  Evidently  she  was  run- 
ning interference  for  Allen  Kaye-Martin, 
Ray-Tele  prexy.  He  arrived  a few  minutes 
later  and  took  over  the  ball,  calling  time 
out  occasionally  to  answer  an  intermittently 
ringing  telephone  in  his  office.  Quoting 
Ray-Tele’s  ad,  we  asked  Kaye-Martin  be- 
tween phone  calls  just  what  the  “nine  types 
of  announcing”  were.  He  started  to  enumer- 
ate them,  bogged  down  after  number  three, 
the  forceful  (or  newscast)  type,  and  sent 
Miss  Hill  on  a still  hunt  for  the  list.  Still 
hunt  is  right — the  staff  is  still  hunting  for 


the  list.  However,  Miss  Hill  was  able  to 
produce  another  list  enumerating  the  29 
languages  cataloged  in  the  Voice  Library. 

We’d  never  heard  of  a Voice  Library  be- 
fore that  morning,  so  Kaye-Martin  told  us 
the  facts  of  life  about  Ray-Tele’s  latest  cast- 
ing wrinkle.  Briefly,  it’s  a collection  of  re- 
cordings made  of  its  clients’  voices — “straight, 
dialect,  or  both” — as  part  of  its  chronological 
listings  of  different  radio  types.  Record- 
ings are  kept  on  file  for  use  at  all  times  by 
networks,  radio  stations,  advertising  agencies 
and — any  year  now! — television  studios. 

Definition  of  “Active”  Actor 

There  are  in  New  York  approximately  1,800 
radio  actors.  Of  these  only  one  (Milton 
Berle)  thinks  his  jokes  are  funny  enough  to 
laugh  at.  Ray-Tele  has  several  hundred 
names  on  its  lists,  hopes  soon  to  have  a 
minimum  of  1,000  “active”  actors,  an  “ac- 
tive” actor  being  one  who  averages  four  jobs 
a week.  Until  recently  the  voices  were  typed 
according  to  sex,  age,  nationality,  dialect, 
etc.  The  idea  of  adding  announcing  styles 
to  the  Voice  Library  came  during  a recent 
Ray-Tele  cocktail  party  when  a casting  di- 
rector bemoaned  the  fact  that  because  an- 
nouncers were  not  classified  by  type,  she 
was  forced  to  audition  37  applicants  before 
finding  the  right  one. 

Dialects  apparently  may  be  had  for  the 
asking.  One  of  Voice  Library  clients,  mod- 
estly calling  himself  “the  man  of  a thousand 
voices,”  recently  added  to  the  file  no  fewer 
than  23  dialects. 

With  its  listings  of  hundreds  of  players 
and  recordings  in  29  languages,  Kaye-Mar- 
tin feels  Voice  Library  is  a cinch  to  go  big 
with  film  studios  engaged  in  dubbing.  Re- 
cently he  sent  recordings  to  a film  producer 
who  wished  to  dub  in  a foreign  voice  but, 
in  order  not  to  be  influenced  by  appearances, 
preferred  not  to  see  the  applicants. 

It’s  going  to  toe  tough  on  Hollywood  wolves, 
though.  Imagine  phoning  Ray-Tele  and 
asking  them  to  “send  over  that  South  Ameri- 
can Betty  Grable,  Senorita  Whoozis.”  And 
what  happens?  Instead  of  an  armful  of  Latin 
lovelinesss,  or  a reasonable  facsimile  thereof, 
they  send  you — a recording  ! 
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NEW  ALL-TIME  CHAMP  OF  THE  MUSIC  HALL! 


MGM 


Join  March  of  Dimes! — Jan.  25  to  31 


By  AL  SHERMAN 


Exhibitor  Study  of  Television 
Problems  Is  Urged  by  FCC 

Exhibitors’  fears  that  television  may  prove 
a threat  to  the  pocketbook  are  somewhat 
allayed  by  the  Federal  Communications  Com- 
mission’s report  which  stresses  that  “theatre 
television  is  in  the  experimental  stage.”  How- 
ever, it  may  be  well  for  exhibitors  to  study 
the  question  more  carefully,  if  an  off-the- 
record  statement  by  an  FCC  official  to  this 
reporter  is  to  be  given  any  consideration. 

Paramount  Pictures,  through  its  affiliation 
and  virtual  half -partnership  in  Allen  B.  Du- 
Mont Laboratories,  leaders  in  television  ex- 
perimentation, and  RKO-Radio,  through  its 
association  with  RCA  Victor  and  NBC,  are 
prepared  to  offer  further  arguments  on  be- 
half of  the  need  for  specific  frequencies  to 
be  allocated  to  television  as  a theatre  and 
commercial  factor.  Both  of  these  film  or- 
ganizations, as  well  as  other  major  motion 
picture  companies,  are  fully  aware  of  the  im- 
portance of  television  and  are  equally  deter- 
mined, because  of  this  awareness,  to  urge 
that  theatre  television  be  taken  out  of  the 
realm  of  experimentation. 

A careful  analysis  of  the  FCC  report  indi- 
cates that  the  commission  is  leaning  back- 
ward in  its  efforts  to  avoid  an  economic  up- 
heaval both  in  broadcasting  and  in  film  ex- 
hibition. The  effects  upon  the  film  industry, 
for  example,  if  television  were  permitted  to 
“sneak  up”  on  exhibitors  much  in  the  way 
that  sound  suddenly  burst  upon  showmen, 
might  well  be  catastrophic.  The  public’s  well- 
known  fickleness  might  be  demonstrated 
anew  if  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theatregoer  suddenly 
became  aware  of  a new  entertainment  device 
that  provided  a closer  touch  upon  world  af- 
fairs (through  televised  newsreels,  for  ex- 
ample) or  a seeming  intimacy  with  film  or 
other  personalities  based  upon  direct  tele- 
vised broadcasts. 

When  you  add  to  public  fickleness  the  fact 
that  the  exhibitor  may  be  compelled  to  pur- 
chase new  and  expensive  equipment  to  per- 
mit the  use  of  televised  programs  upon  his 
screen,  the  warnings  of  this  FCC  official  take 
on  further  meaning. 

In  its  report  on  theatre  television,  the  FCC 
stated:  “The  proposed  use  of  radio  for  thea- 
tre television  is  intended  to  provide  facilities 
whereby  news,  sporting  events,  opera  and 
other  events  can  be  televised  and  shown  to 
the  general  public  on  large -size  screens  such 
as  are  normally  used  in  motion  picture  the- 
atres. It  was  claimed  at  the  hearing  (hearings 
before  the  FCC  from  September  to  Novem- 
ber, 1944 — Ed.)  that  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry has  a definite  and  legitimate  interest 
in  television  since  the  industry  is  in  the  busi- 
ness of  producing  popular  entertainment  and 
presenting  news  through  visual  and  aural 
means  ...  It  was  stated  that  the  major  com- 
panies in  the  motion  picture  industry  have 
indicated  that  at  the  end  of  the  war,  or  as 
soon  as  wartime  requirements  permit,  they 
will  begin  experimentation  with  the  produc- 
tion and  exhibition  of  theatre  television  pro- 
grams in  specific  local  theatres.  Certain  ex- 
periments were  conducted  prior  to  the  war 
which  indicated  that  theatre  television  might 
be  feasible.  Large  screen  theatre  television 
on  15-foot  by  18-foot  screens  were  shown  in 
London,  during  1939,  and  were  subsequently 
demonstrated  experimentally  in  two  theatres 
in  New  York  City  in  1941  on  screens  15x20 
feet.  Further  experimentation  with  theatre 
television  was  discontinued  after  the  entry  of 
the  United  States  into  the  war.” 

It  is  significant  and  may  somewhat  allay 


the  fears  of  exhibitors  (except,  perhaps,  for 
New  York’s  showmen)  that  the  request  for 
channels  for  television  broadcasting  was 
predicated  on  the  possible  demand  for  serv- 
ice in  New  York  City.  It  was  claimed  there 
were  42  competitive  theatrical  agencies  in 
operation;  however  it  was  believed,  according 
to  the  report,  that  because  of  economic  fac- 
tors, only  25  of  the  42  agencies  could  enter 
the  theatre  television  field.  The  FCC  report 
has  recommended  for  the  initial  postwar 
period  experiments  in  theatre  television  that 
frequency  allocation  be  made  for  15  produc- 
ing or  exhibiting  agencies  in  one  area  such 
as  New  York  City  each  agency  to  produce 
and  distribute  one  theatre  television  program 
to  specific  local  theatres  and  to  relay  this 
program  to  specific  distant  theatres. 

Thus  while  the  Commission’s  recommen- 
dations indicate  that  theatre  television  still 
is  decidedly  a postwar  “experimentation”  and 
exhibitors  thus  may  breathe  freely  for  a 
while,  the  word  of  caution  expressed  by  the 
FCC  official  to  this  reporter  may  well  be 
heeded. 

The  FCC  executive’s  comment  closed  on  the 
following  note: 

“I’d  suggest  that  motion  picture  exhibi- 
tors take  more  than  a passive  interest  in 
television  and  that  they  anticipate  the  pos- 
sibility of  commercial  theatre  television  not 
only  by  study  but  by  seeking  a place  beside 
television  producing  agencies  when  the  ques- 
tion of  theatre  television  comes  up  for  fur- 
ther discussion  before  the  FCC  or  before  any 
other  governmental  body.” 

Federal  Housing  Projects 
Affect  Film  Attendance 

A rather  interesting  sidelight  on  a report 
recently  issued  by  the  Federal  Public  Hous- 
ing Authority  indicates  how  population  shifts 
affect  theatre  attendance.  It  is  significant 
that  theatre  grosses  are  reaching  all-time 
highs  in  those  areas  where  federal  housing 
projects  report  increased  capacity.  While  the 
report  itself  does  not  offer  this  sidelight,  an 
analysis  of  boxoffice  figures  reveals  that  in 
such  cities  as  Norfolk,  Va.,  Washington,  D.  C., 
Seattle,  Los  Angeles,  Chicago,  Boston,  Detroit, 
Newport  News,  Va.,  Dallas,  Mobile  and  San 
Francisco,  grosses  climb  steadily,  breaking 
record  after  record. 

In  these  cities  the  FHA  reports  that  war- 
time housing  projects  now  operate  from  92  to 
99  per  cent  of  capacity. 

A Brownout  of  Marquees 
Ordered  for  February  1 

A brownout  of  all  theatre  illumination  and 
all  outside  lighting  systems  has  been  ordered 
by  Chairman  J.  A.  Krug  of  WPB,  the  order 
effective  February  1.  It  is  designed  to  save 
at  least  1,000,000  tons  of  coal.  The  order 
specifically  limits  theatre  and  other  marquee 
lights  to  60  watts  and  prohibits  all  promo- 
tional and  ornamental  illumination,  as  well 
as  outdoor  display  lights  (except  those  neces- 
sary for  the  conduct  of  outdoor  establish- 
ments) ; show  window  lighting  and  street 
lights  deemed  necessary  by  local  authorities. 

Fears  that  there  may  be  a widespread  clos- 
ing of  theatres  because  of  the  fuel  shortage 
were  allayed  by  an  interior  department 
spokesman,  who  stated  that  immediate  con- 
servation of  coal  and  other  fuels  would  mean 
that,  other  than  the  so-called  brownout,  there 
would  be  no  total  blackout  of  business. 


Answering  YOUR 
Question : 

Will  the  proposed  cut  in  raw  film 
stock  affect  me,  as  a neighborhood 
exhibitor? — L.F. 

That  is  without  doubt  the  $64  ques- 
tion of  the  moment.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  an  appreciable  cut  in  raw  stock 
will  have  its  consequent  effect  upon 
motion  picture  production  and  distribu- 
tion. The  number  of  prints  to  be  made 
will  have  to  be  reduced  in  ratio  to  the 
amount  of  raw  stock  allotted.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  average  neighborhood 
exhibitor  will  have  a problem  on  his 
hands  with  prints  that  will  be  some- 
what the  worse  for  wear  unless  ex- 
changes start  a more  forceful  drive  for 
the  better  care  of  film,  both  in  projec- 
tion booths  and  in  the  exchanges. 

The  cut  in  raw  stock  also  may  re- 
sult in  lessened  production,  especially 
among  independent  producers.  The  lat- 
ter companies  already  are  lining  up  to 
battle  this  move  but,  if  they  are 
stymied,  it  will  be  the  smaller  exhibitor 
who  may  suffer  in  turn  because  of  the 
reliance  he  often  puts  upon  independ- 
ent product. 

Of  course,  the  film  industry  may 
ride  through  the  raw  stock  cuts  be- 
cause of  the  present  back-log  of  films 
available.  But  my  guess  its  that  you’re 
going  to  face  a problem  that  will  be 
solved  only  through  careful  handling  of 
prints  and,  if  possible,  longer  runs  for 
better-grossing  pictures. 


Federal  Film  Library 
Gets  the  Green  Light 

The  proposed  federal  government  film  li- 
brary now  has  the  green  light  and  congres- 
sional approval  of  the  needed  $2,800,000  is 
assured.  The  Library  of  Congress  is  expected 
to  ask  interested  motion  picture  producers, 
newsreel  executives  and  other  industry  of- 
ficials to  sit  in  on  a committee  designed  to 
aid  in  the  planning  of  the  structure  and  in 
selecting  the  films  slated  to  be  stored  in  the 
proposed  library. 

In  addition  to  acting  as  a depository  for 
war  films  and  government  films,  the  film 
collection  of  the  Library  of  Congress  also 
will  be  stored  in  this  proposed  films  building. 

I've  Heard: 

That  one  of  our  newer  congressmen 
may  ask  that  a special  award  be  given 
motion  picture  exhibitors  for  outstand- 
ing contribution  to  war  work.  The  award 
will  be  comparable  to  the  Army-Navy  E 
given  to  essential  industries; 

That  a major  circuit  executive  may 
enter  into  friendly  competition  with  his 
bosses  when  he  starts  building  his  new 
theatre  outside  the  District  line; 

That  the  Washington  Variety  Club’s 
splendid  gift  of  recreational  facilities  for 
negro  soldiers  at  Fort  Meade  deserves  an 
extra  special  pat  on  the  back; 

^ That  the  BOXOFFICE  editorial  urging 
better  understanding  and  appreciation  of 
the  role  played  by  exhibitors  in  the  war 
effort  has  created  considerable  comment 
on  Capitol  Hill,  most  of  it  decidedly  fa- 
vorable; 

That  more  and  more  motion  picture 
executives,  taken  away  from  their  busy 
desks  to  sit  in  on  film  affairs  in  Wash- 
ington, are  giving  more  and  more  thought 
to  the  need  for  a “strong  man”  to  repre- 
sent the  screen  industry  here. 
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GREER  GARSON  VOTED 
TOP  STAR  OF  THE  SCREEN 


And  here’s 
another  Award 
Greer,  dear!" 
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in  Boxoffice  Magazine  Exhibitor  Survey! 


MORE  AWARDS  THIS  YEAR  THAN  ANY  OTHER  ACTRESS! 

f 

Top  star  in  Boxoffice  Magazine  survey.  Named  favorite  actress  by  Canadian  servicemen. 


In  First  Ten  of  M.  P.  Herald  Poll  for  the  last  three  years. 

Fourth  successive  award  for  outstanding  performance 
in  Film  Daily’s  "Famous  Fives” 

In  “Top  Money  Stars”  of  Showmen’s  Trade  Review 
"Leaders”  poll. 

Voted  “Best  Actress  of  the  Year”  in  South  Pacific 
Army  Overseas  Motion  Picture  Service  Poll. 

Selected  as  favorite  star  in  poll  of  British  service 
newspaper,  The  Crusader. 


Only  star  to  receive  British  Picturegoer’s  Magazine 
gold  medal  award  as  best  actress  for  third  con- 
secutive year. 

Named  outstanding  actress  of  year  by  Bengal  (India) 
Journalists  Association. 

Named  favorite  star  of  both  Sweden  and  Portugal. 

Voted  top  star  of  year  in  poll  of  Cine  Suisse,  out- 
standing fan  magazine  of  Switzerland. 

In  M.  P.  Herald’s  Box-office  Champions’  records. 


BOX-OFFICE  NEWS!  GREER  GARSON’S  NEXT  PICTURE 
"VALLEY  OF  DECISION"  IS  HER  GREATEST  YET! 


Join  March  of  Dimes!  — Jan,  25  to  31 


'ityMycvmd  ^efcont 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 


Somerset  Maugham  Will  Have 
Own  Life  Brought  to  Screen 

W.  Somerset  Maugham,  whose  fiction  has 
supplied  the  basis  for  countless  photoplays, 
is  to  have  some  of  his  own  life  brought  to 
the  screen.  International  Pictures  has  pur- 
chased the  film  rights  to  “Ashenden,  British 
Agent,”  described  as  an  autobiography  of  the 
author  during  the  time  he  served  as  a secret 
agent  for  the  Empire.  The  picture  is  to  be 
made  by  the  production  unit  headed  by  Nun- 
nally  Johnson. 

Lantz  to  Make  Three-Subject 
Series  for  Below-the-Border 

Walter  Lantz,  who  produces  his  Cartunes 
for  distribution  by  Universal,  says  he  will 
make  a three-subject  series  aimed  at  the 
Latin-American  market.  Lantz  had  pre- 
viously announced  that  he  might  produce 
in  Mexico  some  films  for  below-the-border 
circulation.  Returning  from  a trip  to  Mex- 
ico City,  however,  he  declared  that  he  had 
shelved  those  plans  because  of  the  equipment 
and  manpower  situation  in  the  Mexican  cap- 
ital. 

Joe  Pasternak  Gets  "Colorado" 

As  Newest  M-G-M  Assignment 

New  on  Metro’s  future  production  slate  is 
“Colorado,”  assigned  to  Joe  Pasternak  for 
production.  It  is  to  be  filmed  from  an  orig- 
inal yarn  written  by  Louis  Bromfield  and  will 
star  Van  Johnson.  The  author  has  been  a 
studio  visitor  where  he  has  been  conferring 
with  Producer  Pasternak  on  the  film,  which 


will  be  photographed  in  Technicolor.  The 
story,  laid  in  the  1890s,  will  center  around  the 
family  of  a Colorado  mining  tycoon. 

Another  newie  at  Leo’s  lair  will  come  from 
the  pen  of  Playwright  Ferenc  Molnar,  who 
has  been  signed  to  write  his  first  original 
screenplay  to  be  titled  “Daddy  Is  a Wolf.” 
Joe  Pasternak  has  been  assigned. to  produce 
this  one,  too,  and  it  will  be  his  first  straight 
comedy  production. 

Film  That  He  Shot  in  Brazil 
Bought  by  Welles  From  RKO 

Approximately  375,000  feet  of  Technicolor 
negative  which  he  photographed  himself 
have  been  purchased  by  Orson  Welles  from 
RKO  Radio.  The  film  was  shot  about  three 
years  ago  in  and  around  Rio  de  Janeiro  as 
background  material  for  a vehicle  to  star 
Welles,  who,  with  a camera  staff,  crew  and 
actors,  planed  south  on  a location  trip  to 
lens  an  annual  Brazilian  festival. 

The  actor  remained  there  six  months  and 
when  he  returned,  company  executives  had 
decided  to  abandon  the  production.  The 
negatives,  consequently,  have  never  been 
used.  Welles  has  made  no  announcement  of 
what  he  plans  to  do  with  the  film,  but  it  is 
assumed  he  Will  utilize  it  as  the  nucleus  of 
a feature  he  will  himself  produce. 

Story  Mart  Lacks  in  Quantity, 

But  It  Makes  Up  in  Quality 

What  the  story  market  lacked  in  quantity, 
it  made  up  in  quality,  inasmuch  as  two  of 
the  three  properties  sold  were  of  promising 
high  calibre.  David  O.  Selznick  announced 


acquisition  by  Vanguard  Films  of  an  option 
of  Niven  Busch’s  latest  novel,  “They  Dream 
of  Home,”  which  is  to  be  produced  by  Dore 
Schary.  The  yarn  concerns  itself  with  five 
men  discharged  from  the  service  and  facing 
the  civilian  world. 

“Heaven  on  a Picket  Fence,”  an  original 
screenplay  by  Nita  Wilschke,  was  purchased 
by  Metro  and  scheduled  for  filming  this 
summer.  Sam  Marx  has  been  assigned  to 
produce.  It  is  a postwar  story  of  a pilot  who 
parachutes  into  France  and  is  rescued  by  the 
underground.  Following  the  armistice,  he 
returns  to  see  if  he  can  aid  the  five  people 
who  helped  him  escape  . . . “The  Flying 
Serpent,”  an  original  by  Jack  Nevell,  was 
purchased  by  (Sigmund  Neufeld,  PRC  pro- 
ducer. It  is  a mystery  story  laid  midst  the 
Aztec  tribes  at  the  time  of  Montezuma.  Sam 
Newfield  will  direct. 

RKO  Lifts  Fellows'  Option 
As  an  Executive  Producer 

Robert  Fellows  has  had  his  option  lifted 
by  RKO  Radio  and  this  week  begins  his 
third  year  as  an  executive  producer  in  the 
Charles  W.  Koerner  organization  . . . RKO 
also  lifted  its  option  on  Producer  Warren 
Duff  . . . David  O.  Selznick  has  signed  Josef 
von  Sternberg  for  the  production  staff  of 
Selznick  International  and  Vanguard  pic- 
tures. Von  Sternberg’s  services  will  be  avail- 
able to  Selznick  directors,  to  be  used  by  them 
to  whatever  extent  each  director  sees  fit; 
but  he  will  be  subordinate  to  direction  of 
Selznick  producers  and  directors. 

Hunt  Stromberg  picked  up  his  option  on 
Billy  Gordon,  head  of  the  United  Artist  pro- 
ducer’s talent  department.  Gordon  was  as- 
sociated for  many  years  with  Metro  . . . 
Reeves  Espy  has  resigned  as  general  man- 
ager of  the  Myron  Selznick  agency  to  join 
B.  G.  De  Sylva’s  production  unit  at  Para- 
mount in  an  executive  capacity  ...  A new 
two-way  contract  signed  by  Marion  Parson- 
net  with  Columbia  adds  the  status  of  pro- 
ducer to  the  screen  writer’s  designation. 
Under  the  new  deal,  Parsonnet  will  write 
and  produce  his  own  scripts  . . . Jeanne 
Bartlett,  Metro  writer,  had  her  option  lifted 
for  two  years. 

Universal  picked  up  the  option  of  Director 
Charles  Lamont  for  another  year  . . . Mar- 
cella Napp,  talent  consultant  to  David  O. 
Selznick,  quit  her  job  to  assume  a similar 
post  at  20th  Century-Fox  where  she  will 
serve  with  Rufus  Le  Maire,  head  of  the  tal- 
ent department. 

Topnotcher  Quartet  Will  Appear 
In  Leo's  “Holiday  in  Mexico" 

Ilona  Massey,  Jose  Iturbi,  Xavier  Cugat 
and  Jane  Powell  will  be  toplined  in  Metro’s 
“Holiday  in  Mexico,”  a musical  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Joe  Pasternak  . . . Also  at  Metro, 
Gregory  Peck  was  assigned  a topline  in  “The 
Yearling,”  picturization  of  Marjorie  Kinnan 
Rawlings  novel  which  Sidney  Franklin  is 
producing  . . . Two  well-known  male  names 
were  added  to  Leo’s  talent  roster:  Preston 
Foster,  signed  to  a termer  and  assigned  a 
featured  role  in  “The  Harvey  Girls,”  and 
Lauritz  Melchior,  opera  star,  also  term-tick- 
eted and  set  for  a warbling  role  in  “Brighton 
Beach.” 

Ruth  Hussey,  on  loanout  from  Metro,  will 
play  the  feminine  lead  in  “Man  Alive”  for 
RKO  Radio,  costarring  with  Pat  O’Brien. 
Also  added  to  the  cast  was  Adolphe  Menjou 
. . . Set  for  the  cast  of  20th  Century-Fox’s 
“Dragonwyck”  were  Walter  Huston  and 
Spring  Byington.  Ernst  Lubitsch  produces 
. . . Howard  Hughes’  star,  Faith  Dorn,  has 
been  loaned  to  Producer  Hunt  Stromberg  for 
a featured  role  in  “Young  Widow,”  a United 
Artists  release  . . . David  Bruce  was  selected 
by  Producer  Felix  Jackson  for  the  top  male 
role  opposite  Deanna  Durbin  in  “Lady  on  a 
Train,”  which  Charles  David  is  directing. 


A PLAQUE  FOR  BING — Bing  Crosby  is  presented  with  the  BOXOFFICE 
plaque  which  was  awarded  him  as  a result  of  being  selected  1944’s  most  popular 
male  screen  star  in  the  annual  poll  this  magazine  conducts  for  its  Barometer 
edition.  The  presentation  was  made  at  Hollywood’s  NBC  radio  station  just  prior 
to  Bing’s  appearance  on  his  weekly  radio  show  by  Ivan  Spear,  western  editor  of 
BOXOFFICE. 
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AS  eostty  CROWTHER  SAID  IN  THE  N.  Y.  TIMES 

"A  lot  of  meat  and  solid  substance  is  in 
short-length  films  and  a diet  habit  is  being 
formed." 

On  any  movie  menu  you’ll  find  the  most 
nourishing  of  them  are  M-G-M.  Here  are 
some  current  and  choice  selections.  It’s  truer 
than  ever:  “M-G-M— the  Long  and  the  Short 
of  it." 
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M-G-M  WINS  ANOTHER— The  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  award  for  Decem- 
ber to  “Mrs.  Parkington”  is  accepted  in  behalf  of  the  company  by  Si  Seadler,  adver- 
tising manager.  The  presentation  is  made  by  J.  M.  Jerauld,  editor  of  BOXOFFICE. 


"Report  From  Philippines" 
Into  Embassy  Theatre 

NEW  YORK — Brig.  Gen.  Carlos  P.  Romulo, 
resident  commissioner  of  the  Philippines  to 
the  U.S.,  acted  as  host  at  a press  preview  of 
“Report  From  the  Philippines,”  Newsreel 
Distributors’  current  release  at  all  Embassy 
theatres  throughout  the  country.  Written  by 
Christopher  Cross  and  featuring  General 
Romulo,  the  one-reeler  narrates  the  origin 
and  development  of  the  underground  move- 
ment, culminating  in  the  joint  attack,  by 
Philippine  guerillas  and  U.S.  armed  forces 
against  the  Japs  entrenched  on  Leyte. 

Last  man  to  leave  Bataan  in  ’42,  Romulo 
returned  to  the  Philippines  to  participate  in 
the  Leyte  invasion.  He  is  in  this  country  on 
a special  mission  for  Gen.  Douglas  Mac- 
Arthur.  He  intends  to  return  shortly,  taking 
with  him  various  newsreels,  documentaries 
and  “Report  From  the  Philippines.” 

Akron,  Ohio,  Selected 
For  "Navy"  Premiere 

NEW  YORK — Because  of  its  importance  as 
a manufacturing  center  for  lighter-than-air 
aircraft,  Akron  is  to  present  the  world  pre- 
miere of  M-G-M’s  “This  Man’s  Navy,”  at 
Loew’s  on  February  8.  Metro  plans  to  pre- 
sent the  Beery  and  Gleason  feature  with  all 
the  showmanship  usually  associated  with  a 
Hollywood  opening. 

Akron’s  mayor-manager,  Charles  E.  Slusser, 
in  a telegram  to  Howard  Dietz  said  in  part: 
“Akron  feels  honored  to  know  it  has  been 
selected  as  the  logical  city  to  present  the 
important  world  premiere  of  ‘This  Man’s 
Navy.’  ” 


Vanguard  Publicist  on  Tour 

NEW  YORK — Joe  Roberts  of  Vanguard 
Films’  publicity  department  left  this  week 
for  an  extended  trip.  His  itinerary  embraces 
the  Chicago,  Dallas  and  Des  Moines  terri- 
tories. 


Republic  Is  Readying 
Hollywood  Confab 

HOLLYWOOD  — Arrival  of  Herbert  J. 
Yates,  Republic  chief,  from  New  York,  dis- 
closed plans  for  the  third  in  the  series  of 
Republic’s  regional  sales  conventions  to  be 
held  at  the  studio  on  January  22-23.  The 
huddles,  to  be  headed  by  Yates,  will  be  at- 
tended by  company  executives  and  division 
and  branch  managers  of  west  coast,  south- 
west and  other  territories  not  represented  at 
the  recent  New  York  or  Chicago  conferences. 

Accompanying  Yates  were  James  R. 
Grainger,  president  of  Republic  Pictures,  Wil- 
liam Saal,  executive  assistant  to  Yates;  Allen 
Wilson,  vice-president  in  charge  of  studio 
operations;  E.  L.  Walton,  assistant  general 
sales  manager,  and  Walter  I.  Titus,  executive 
assistant  in  charge  of  branch  operations. 

Following  the  Chicago  conference,  Grainger 
announced  promotion  of  Nate  E.  Steinberg, 
former  St.  Louis  branch  manager,  to  the  post 
of  district  sales  manager  covering  the  prairie 
sales  district,  while  N.  J.  Colquhoun,  former 
Dallas  manager,  was  upped  to  district  sales 
manager  of  the  southeastern  district. 


February  Babies  to  Get 
Macon  Air  Hero's  Name 

Macon,  Ga. — The  name  of  Robert  Lee 
Scott  will  be  conferred  upon  any  baby 
boy  born  next  month,  as  part  of  a civic 
welcome  to  Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott,  former 
flyer  for  General  Chennault,  whose  best 
seller,  “God  Is  My  Co-PUot,”  will  have 
its  world  premiere  here  February  21. 

Phil  Buchheit  of  the  Macon  Telegraph 
and  News,  general  chairman  for  the  pre- 
miere, originated  the  idea  for  the  stunt 
which  met  with  enthusiastic  response 
from  many  expectant  mothers  in  the 
city. 


Reagan  on  Trip  for 
Regional  Meetings 

NEW  YORK — Charles  M.  Reagan,  Para- 
mount vice-president  in  charge  of  distribu- 
tion, has  gone  to  the  coast  to  visit  the  com- 
pany’s studio  and  then  will  tour  the  nine 
sales  district  headquarters  in  the  field.  This 
is  his  first  visit  since  he  assumed  the  top 
distribution  post. 

Reagan  left  during  the  week  for  Chicago, 
accompanied  by  George  A.  Smith,  western 
division  manager,  and  Claude  Lee,  director 
of  public  relations.  The  three  executives 
were  joined  there  by  R.  M.  Gillham,  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity.  The  group  is 
slated  to  arrive  in  Hollywood  January  22. 

Will  Meet  With  Exhibitors 

Many  problems  have  arisen  in  the  field 
since  Reagan  became  distribution  vice-presi- 
dent. Because  a national  sales  convention  to 
discuss  these  matters  is  ruled  out  due  to  war 
transportation  conditions,  Reagan  will  con- 
duct a series  of  informal  sales  meetings  with 
the  key  sales  executives  in  nine  of  the  ten 
sales  districts.  He  will  also  meet  with  ex- 
hibitors in  each  of  the  districts  to  discuss 
matters  of  mutual  interest. 

At  the  studio,  Reagan  and  his  party  will 
discuss  future  plans  with  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man and  Henry  Ginsberg,  studio  production 
executives,  and  will  meet  with  Paramount’s 
independent  producers:  Hal  B.  Wallis,  B.  G. 
De  Sylva,  Cecil  B.  DeMille  and  William  Pine 
and  William  Thomas. 

The  home  office  executives  will  look  at 
several  completed  pictures  while  at  the  studio. 
Among  them  are  “Road  to  Utopia,”  “The 
Affairs  of  Susan,”  “Love  Letters,”  “Out  of 
This  World,”  “Salty  O’Rourke,”  “Incendiary 
Blonde,”  “Miss  Susie  Slagle’s,”  “Duffy’s  Tav- 
ern,” and  “The  Lost  Weekend.” 

Following  the  studio  visit,  the  home  office 
group  will  be  at  the  first  sales  meeting, 
slated  for  the  St.  Francis  Hotel  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, January  29.  In  addition  to  Smith,  divi- 
sion manager,  those  attending  will  include 
Del  Goodman,  Los  Angeles  district  manager; 
Branch  Managers  C.  J.  Bell,  Los  Angeles;  H. 
Neal  East,  San  Francisco;  Herbert  Kauf- 
man, Seattle,  and  James  A.  Clark,  Portland. 
Salesmen  and  head  bookers  of  the  four  ex- 
changes will  also  be  present.  A luncheon  for 
exhibitors  is  planned  for  January  30  at  the 
St.  Francis  Hotel. 

Western  Confabs  Scheduled 

The  schedule  calls  for  subsequent  meetings 
at  Denver  and  Kansas  City.  The  Denver 
session  is  slated  for  February  1,  and  the  fol- 
lowing will  attend:  Hugh  Braly,  Denver  dis- 
trict manager;  Branch  Managers  Harry  H. 
Haas,  Denver;  F.  H.  Smith,  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  J.  T.  McBride,  Omaha.  Robert  Blair,  dis- 
trict advertising  representative,  and  sales- 
men and  head  bookers  of  the  three  exchanges 
will  round  out  the  group.  An  exhibitors’ 
luncheon  is  scheduled  for  the  following  day. 

The  Kansas  City  sessions  are  slated  for 
February  5 at  the  Hotel  Muehlebach.  Present 
will  be  Ralph  C.  LiBeau  of  Kansas  City: 
Branch  Managers  Maurice  Schweitzer,  St. 
Louis;  Harry  Hamburg,  Des  Moines,  and  R. 
M.  Copeland,  Kansas  City.  James  Castle, 
district  advertising  representative,  and  sales- 
men and  head  bookers  of  the  three  branch 
offices  will  also  attend.  An  exhibitors’  lunch- 
eon (Will  be  held  on  the  following  day. 

Reagan  and  the  home  office  executives 
will  be  in  Dallas  February  8 for  the  meet- 
ings in  the  central  division.  James  J.  Dono- 
hue, division  manager,  will  join  Reagan  in 
Dallas,  and  will  attend  following  sessions 
in  Chicago  and  Cleveland,  February  12  and 
14,  respectively. 

The  eastern  division  meetings,  with  Wil- 
liam Erbb,  division  manager,  accompanying 
Reagan,  will  be  held  in  New  York,  February 
20;  Philadelphia,  February  26-27,  and  At- 
lanta, March  8-9. 
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Screen  Play  by  Barre  Lyndon 

Based  on  the  Novel  by  Patrick  Hamilton 


HONORING  A HERO — Milwaukee  showmen  honored  Lieut.  Comdr.  Frank 
De  Lorenzo  jr.,  bomber  pilot  in  the  navy,  at  a luncheon  in  Hotel  Schroeder.  He 
is  the  son  of  Frank  De  Lorenzo,  a motion  picture  projectionist,  and  participated 
in  raids  over  Wake  and  other  South  Pacific  islands.  In  the  navy  for  four  years, 
he  holds  an  Air  Medal. 


Ralhvon  Names  Aides 
In  Red  Cross  Drive 

NEW  YORK — N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national 
chairman  of  the  Motion  Picture  Industry 
Red  Cross  Fund  week  for  1945,  appointed 
55  exhibitors  who  will  serve  as  exchange  area 
chairmen  during  the  campaign.  It  is  slated 
to  begin  March  15. 

The  chairmen  and  the  areas  they  will  super- 
vise are:  C.  J.  Latta,  Albany;  R.  B.  Wilby 
and  O.  C.  Lam,  Atlanta;  Sam  Pinanski  and 
Nathan  Yamins,  Boston;  Ed  Fay,  Rhode 
Island;  Robert  T.  Murphy,  Buffalo;  H.  F. 
Kincey,  Charlotte;  John  Balaban  and  Jack 
Kirsch,  Chicago;  Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld  and 
P.  J.  Wood,  Cincinnati;  R.  J.  O’Donnell, 
Henry  Reeve  and  Don  Douglas,  Dallas;  Rick 
Ricketson,  Denver;  A.  H.  Blank,  Des  Moines; 
Earl  Hudson  and  Ray  Branch,  Detroit;  Marc 
Wolf,  Indianapolis,  and  Freeman  Smith, 
Kentucky. 

Also  Elmer  Rhoden,  Kansas  City;  Charles 
Skouras  and  R.  H.  Poole,  Los  Angeles;  M.  A. 
Lightman,  Memphis;  Harold  Fitzgerald,  Mil- 
waukee; John  Friedl,  Minneapolis;  I.  J.  Hoff- 
man, New  Haven;  E.  V.  Richards,  New  Or- 
leans; Fred  J.  Schwartz  and  Sam  Rinzler, 
New  York;  Harry  Lowenstein  and  Frank 
Damis,  northern  New  Jersey;  L.  C.  Griffith, 
Oklahoma  City;  William  Miskell,  Omaha; 
Earle  W.  Sweigert,  Philadelphia;  M.  A.  Sil- 
ver and  M.  Finkel,  Pittsburgh;  O.  J.  Miller, 
Portland;  Harry  Arthur,  St.  Louis;  Sam  L. 
Gillette,  Salt  Lake  City;  B.  V.  Sturdivant 
and  Roy  Cooper,  San  Francisco;  Frank  New- 
man and  J.  M.  Hone,  Seattle;  John  J.  Pay- 
ette and  Carter  Barron,  Washington;  I.  J. 
Rappaport,  Maryland,  and  W.  J.  Crockett, 
Virginia. 

Exchange  area  chairmen  outside  of  the 
U.S.  are  Homer  Garvin,  Alaska;  Robert  O. 
Schoham,  Puerto  Rico;  V.  Fredericksen,  St. 
Croix,  and  Clarence  Payne,  St.  Thomas,  Vir- 
gin Islands. 

8 Defendants  Dismissed 
In  Chicago  Antitrust  Suit 

CHICAGO — Eight  defendants  were  dis- 
missed by  Federal  Judge  William  H.  Holly 
Wednesday  in  the  $1,000,000  damage  suit 
against  18  motion  picture  companies  and  in- 
dividuals by  Thomas  A.  Murray,  former 
owner  of  the  Thalia  Theatre. 

Murray  had  sued  the  Milo  Theatre  Corp., 
owner  of  the  Milo  Theatre;  John  L.  Manta, 
president  of  the  corporation,  and  16  others, 
charging  that  he  had  been  deprived  of  first 
run  pictures  by  “unlawful  monopoly”  and 
had  lost  his  property  as  a result.  He  charged 
illegal  combination  in  violation  of  the  anti- 
trust laws.  Murray  finished  presenting  his 
case  to  the  jury  Tuesday  and  the  eight  de- 
fendants were  discharged  the  next  day,  two 
by  agreement,  the  others  by  the  judge. 

Dismissed  were  Balaban  & Katz  Corp., 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc., 
Columbia  Pictures  Corp.,  Monogram  Pictures, 
Inc.,  of  Illinois,  Morris  G.  Leonard  and  Louise 
Reinheimer. 

The  jury  was  taken  to  see  the  two  theatres 
Wednesday  as  the  defense  started  its  case. 


B.  M.  Komber  WAC  Aide 

NEW  YORK — Gradwell  L.  Sears,  national 
distributor  chairman,  has  appointed  Bernard 
M.  Kamber  as  assistant  chairman  with  Ed- 
ward M.  Schnitzer  on  the  distributors  War 
Activities  Committee.  Kamber,  in  addition 
to  serving  in  a supervisory  capacity  assisting 
Schnitzer  on  future  patriotic  industry  drives, 
will  continue  his  duties  as  director  of  special 
events  at  UA. 


Monogram's  Employe 
Bonuses  to  $30,000 

HOLLYWOOD — Monogram’s  annual  em- 
ployes’ bonus  for  1944  has  been  distributed  to 
personnel  of  studio,  Hollywood  home  office 
and  company-owned  exchanges  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Washington,  with  total  pay- 
ments amounting  to  approximately  $30,000. 

No  senior  officers  of  the  organization  par- 
ticipate in  the  distribution,  and  shares  are 
so  apportioned  that  the  lowest-salaried  em- 
ploye who  has  been  with  the  company  for 
a minimum  of  two  years  receives  a bonus  of 
$253.36. 


Monogram's  Foreign  Sales  Up 

HOLLYWOOD — Monograms’  foreign  sales 
have  increased  60  per  cent  in  the  past  year, 
according  to  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  foreign  distribution.  Pathe 
Pictures,  Ltd.,  English  distributors  of  the 
product,  recorded  an  increase  of  40  per  cent 
in  sales  covering  the  British  Isles  under  the 
name  of  Rainbow  productions. 


IReview  > > 


SONG  TO  REMEMBER,  A (Col)— Occa- 
sionally does  Hollywood  endow  the  screens 
of  the  world  with  that  rare  film  which 
soars  to  the  uppermost  heights  of  motion 
picture  artistry  without  sacrificing  one  whit 
those  proven  elements  that  go  for  financial 
success;  which  appeals  alike  and  equally 
to  the  esthetic  and  the  emotions.  This  is 
such  a picture  and  its  just  due  in  critical 
acclaim  and  commercial  recognition  should 
know  no  ceiling.  With  the  immortal  music 
of  Chopin — upon  whose  life  the  screenplay 
is  based — to  stir  the  soul;  its  magnificent 
production  trappings,  filmed  in  Technicolor, 
to  please  the  eye;  and  a tempestuous,  ro- 
mantic story  to  stimulate  the  emotions,  it 
is  difficult  to  imagine  a theatregoer  who 
fails  to  find  a plethora  of  entertainment  in 
its  entire,  engrossing  length.  In  every  de- 
partment the  picture  is  a solid  triumph  for 
those  who  were  concerned  with  its  making. 
Paul  Muni,  Merle  Oberon,  Cornel  Wilde, 
Stephen  Bekassy,  Nina  Foch,  George  Cou- 
louris,  Sig  Arno.  Charles  Vidor  directed. 


New  Child  Labor  Bill 
Of  Value  to  Shows 

DETROIT — A new  child  labor  bill,  designed 
by  George  W.  Dean,  Michigan  commissioner 
of  labor,  to  allow  more  liberal  employment 
of  youth  in  the  wartime  emergency,  may  not 
incorporate  all  that  exhibitors  want,  but  if 
the  showmen  get  it,  many  seem  to  feel  that 
it  will  be  valuable  in  one  way.  That  is  be- 
cause in  most  theatres  the  rush  hour  is  over 
by  8:30  p.  m.  and  practically  all  ushers  are 
dismissed  by  9:30. 

Exhibitors  have  sought  to  employ  minors 
in  various  capacities  in  their  theatres,  to 
meet  the  shortage  of  help,  and  aid  in  curb- 
ing juvenile  delinquency. 

The  present  bill,  believed  to  have  a fair 
chance  of  passage  in  the  present  session  of 
the  legislature,  relaxes  present  restrictions 
somewhat,  but  the  rules  on  hours  are 
changed. 

Children  of  14  and  15  would  be  allowed  to 
work  a 40-hour  week,  which  figure  would 
include  both  school  and  work  time,  with  a 
maximum  eight-hour  day,  but  they  would 
have  to  be  dismissed  at  8:30  p.  m. 

Those  older,  16  and  17  years  of  age,  could 
work  up  to  48  hours  a week,  including  school 
time,  for  a total  of  ten  hours  in  one  day,  or 
an  average  of  nine  hours  a day.  Their  em- 
ployment must  cease  at  10  p.  m. 

Jock  Whitney's  Return 
To  Cl  A A Is  Rumored 

NEW  YORK — Francis  Alstock,  director  of 
the  motion  picture  division,  CIAA,  will  re- 
sign shortly,  it  is  reported. 

Col.  Jock  Whitney  will  give  up  his  staff  job 
on  Gen.  Ira  C.  Eaker’s  Allied  air  command 
in  the  Mediterranean  to  succeed  Alstock,  ac- 
cording to  persistent  rumors.  Prior  to  enter- 
ing the  armed  forces,  Whitney  occupied 
Alstock’s  present  post. 


Altec  Signs  More  Deals 

NEW  YORK— Buffalo  Theatres,  Inc.,  has 
been  signed  for  the  servicing  of  12  houses  in 
the  Buffalo  area  by  Altec  Service.  In  the 
Atlanta  district,  Altec  closed  a deal  with  the 
H.  B.  Meiselman  circuit  for  the  servicing  of 
its  houses,  and  Pitts  Theatres,  Inc.,  in  Frede- 
ricksburg, Va.,  has  renewed  a contract  with 
Altec  for  the  servicing  of  sound  equipment 
in  21  theatres. 
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Detroit  — Akron  — Los*  Angeles  — New  Orleans 
love  this  exciting  new  box-office  team!  It’s 
one  dazzling  date  after  another— 

on  Broadway  NedAsnwur  24a  at  the  Boxy/ 


ANNE  BAXTER 


and 


john  hodiak 


in 


t* 


SUNDAY  DINni 


Awarded  the  Medal  of  Parents'  Magazine  as 

THE  BEST  MOVIE  OF  THE  MONTH! 


Directed  by  LLOYD  BACON  Produced  by  WALTER  MOROSCO 


PLEASE,  MISTER,  DO  YOUR  BEST!  SIGN  THAT 
PLEDGE!  MARCH  OF  DIMES!  (JAN.  25-31) 


Decidedly  the  most  eventful  year  f( 


Tfi 


OR  A 


and  you  with  A.  J.  Cronin's  "The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom"  and  Moss  Hart  s 


ENTHDY-Fmr 


"Winged  Victory'' 


TWENTIETH-FOX  AUDITORS  MEET— The  annual  session  of  20th-Fox 
auditors  at  New  York  lasted  for  a week  at  the  home  office  and  was  addressed  by 
W.  C.  Michel  and  Tom  Connors,  vice-presidents;  W.  J.  Kupper,  general  sales  man- 
ager, and  others.  Left  to  right:  M.  W.  Hill,  William  Werner,  Luke  F.  Stager,  L.  R. 
Antos,  George  F.  Cooper,  Comptroller  Wilfred  J.  Eadie,  Bernard  Wolff,  Ernest 
Pelson,  Richard  Hildreth,  C.  Wagner,  Nat  Brower,  F.  E.  Hinnant,  Vice-President 
Michel,  M.  Schmalzbach,  R.  Doherty,  William  Gunzelman,  E.  S.  Hannahan, 
Maurice  Goodman  and  A.  C.  Wilson. 


161  "Unneeded"  Stagehands  Offered 
War  Plants  by  St.  Louis  Exhibitors 


By  CHARLIE  HOGAN 

ST.  LOUIS — Since  in  the  opinion  of  St. 
Louis  showmen  they  are  forced  to  carry  on 
their  pay  rolls  at  least  167  union  members 
who  do  nothing  but  “draw  high  pay  and 
their  breath’’  around  the  theatres,  the  St. 
Louis  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors’  Committee 
has  offered  to  “lend”  this  surplus  manpower 
to  war  plants. 

The  offer  to  “lend”  the  surplus  theatre 
employes  to  the  war  industries  was  made  in 
letters  sent  January  11  to  Congressman  An- 
drew J.  May,  chairman  of  the  house  military 
affairs  committee  and  Sen.  Josiah  W.  Bailey 
of  North  Carolina  by  Louis  K.  Ansell,  chair- 
man of  the  exhibitors’  committee. 

It  was  the  second  time  within  a month 
that  the  exhibitors  came  up  with  their  sug- 
gestion that  the  unionists  be  given  a fuller 
life  than  just  biding  their  time  and  riding 
a pay  roll.  As  on  the  earlier  occasion  when 
the  exhibitors  urged  city  officials  to  repeal 
an  ordinance  which  requires  two  men  in 
each  booth,  union  officials  made  little  com- 
ment. 

Cling  to  “Safety”  Contention 

They  merely  clung  to  their  contention  that 
“the  safety  of  the  public”  requires  one  man 
in  a booth  to  do  the  work  and  another  man 
to  sit  around  and  maintain  the  worker’s 
morale  by  keeping  him  from  becoming  un- 
bearably lonesome.  The  ordinance  was 
passed  in  1937  and  Ansell  said  but  few  cities 
in  the  country  have  such  a law. 

In  making  his  offer  Ansell  told  May  the 
exhibitors  have  been  forced  to  employ  men 
for  whom  they  have  no  work.  He  pointed 
out  that  all  of  the  190  unionized  houses  in 
the  city  are  compelled  to  employ  two  union 
stagehands  even  though  more  than  half  of 
them  do  not  even  have  a stage  and  only  a 
handful  of  them  ever  have  any  stage  presen- 
tations. 

Ansell  repeated  the  exhibitors’  earlier  of- 
fer to  take  the  released  stage  hands  and 
projectionists  back  after  the  war  emergency 
ends  and  to  reimburse  them  for  any  salary 
cuts  they  might  have  to  take  in  making  the 
shift  from  their  present  pastime  of  “sittin’ 
and  whittlin’.” 

The  exhibitors’  offer  to  lend  their  union 
employes  to  war  plants  is  an  aftermath  of 
the  11 -day  strike  in  December  which  closed 
all  but  three  of  the  film  exchanges  here  and 
forced  the  closing  of  90  theatres.  The  walk- 
outs were  staged  in  an  unsuccessful  effort 
tc-  put  two  union  projectionists  in  each  booth 
of  three  small  suburban  theatres  here. 


Tub  Thumpers  to  Expand; 
Cities  Ask  for  Charters 

BOSTON — Meeting  at  Boston’s  historic 
Parker  House,  the  Tub  Thumpers  of  America 
were  officially  launched  Friday  night  after 
a preliminary  organization  and  membership 
campaign  over  the  past  several  weeks. 

Bill  Cunningham,  noted  columnist  of  the 
Boston  Herald  and  other  papers,  was  the 
chief  speaker  and  more  than  50  charter  mem- 
bers were  unanimously  voted  into  the  or- 
ganization, with  Harry  Browning  of  M&P 
Theatres  being  installed  as  chief  Tub 
Thumper.  Browning  announced  that  char- 
ters will  be  granted  to  several  cities  at  once, 
including  Portland,  Maine;  New  York  City, 
Hollywood,  Cleveland,  Chicago  and  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  that  it  is  the  aim  of  the  Tub 
Thumpers  to  become  a vital  national  or- 
ganization of  several  thousand  members,  all 
engaged  in  publicity  and  public  relations 
work. 

The  charter  has  been  so  drawn  as  to  per- 
mit publicists  of  whatever  industry  to  be- 
come members.  The  initial  campaign  of  the 
Boston  Tub  Thumpers,  Tub  No.  One,  will 
be  in  behalf  of  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign and  it  was  on  this  subject  that  Cun- 
ningham, Martin  J.  Mullin,  Sam  Pinanski 
and  others  spoke  at  the  initial  dinner  meet- 
ing. 


Tradeshowing  Date  Changed 

NEW  YORK  — National  tradeshowing  of 
“Objective,  Burma,”  next  Errol  Flynn  starrer, 
originally  scheduled  for  January  22,  has  been 
changed  to  January  29. 


Sidewalk  Canteen  Novel 
Exploitation  Stunt 

Chicago  — The  American  Women’s 
Voluntary  Services  have  set  up  a “Holly- 
wood Canteen”  on  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  Balaban  & Katz’s  Roosevelt  where 
Warners’  “Hollywood  Canteen”  is  now 
playing.  The  booth  will  be  maintained 
throughout  the  film’s  engagement. 

Mayflower  doughnut  shop  is  supplying 
the  doughnuts  and  coffee  for  the  service 
men  who  frequent  the  sidewalk  canteen. 
Jack  Katz,  manager  of  the  Roosevelt,  ar- 
ranged the  tieup. 


Paramount  Field  Men 
In  for  Ad  Conference 

NEW  YORK — Advertising  and  exploitation 
plans  for  Paramount’s  “For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls”  were  discussed  at  conferences  at  thq 
Hotel  Pierre  attended  by  the  company’s  home 
office  executives  and  district  advertising  rep- 
resentatives and  ad-publicity  directors  of  key 
theatres  and  circuits  throughout  the  country. 
The  film  will  be  released  February  16  for 
popular  priced  engagements,  and  will  be 
included  in  the  third  block  for  1944-45. 

The  campaign  outlined  at  the  meeting  for 
the  initial  engagements  will  be  a blueprint 
for  subsequent  engagements. 

In  addition  to  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,” 
promotional  campaigns  for  other  films  in- 
cluding the  first  two  Hal  Wallis  productions, 
“Love  Letters”  and  “The  Affairs  of  Susan”; 
and  “Salty  O’Rourke”  and  “Two  Years  Be- 
fore the  Mast,”  were  discussed.  Advertising 
and  publicity  services  for  the  theatres  which 
will  play  these  films  also  were  outlined. 

Robert  H.  Gillham,  Paramount’s  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  director,  opened  the  meet- 
ing, then  turned  the  gavel  over  to  Alec 
Moss,  exploitation  manager.  A1  Wilkie,,  pub- 
licity manager,  and  Stanley  Shuford,  adver- 
tising manager,  also  participated.  The  visi- 
tors lunched  at  the  Hotel  Pierce  and  were 
guests  of  Paramount  executives  at  theatre 
parties  Thursday  and  Friday. 

Those  Who  Attended 

Circuit  and  theatre  advertising  and  pub- 
licity directors  who  attended  included: 

Howard  Pettengill,  Florida  State  Theatres, 
Jacksonville;  Charles  Winchell,  Minnesota 
Amusement  Corp.,  Minneapolis;  Harry 
Browning,  M&P  Theatres,  Boston;  Dale  Mc- 
Farland, Tri-States  Theatres,  Des  Moines; 
Frank  Starz,  Interstate  Theatres,  Dallas; 
Louis  J.  Finske,  Comerford-Publix  Theatres, 
Scranton;  Jerry  Zigmond,  Newman  Theatre, 
Kansas  City;  Paul  Snoddy,  Denham  Thea- 
tre, Denver;  Ray  Hendry,  Intermountain 
Theatres,  Salt  Lake  City;  N.  L.  Plessner, 
Fanchon  & Marco,  St.  Louis;  William  Jen- 
kins and  Don  Avey,  Lucas  & Jenkins  Thea- 
tres, Atlanta,  and  James  Nairn,  Famous 
Players  Canadian,  Toronto. 

Paramount  district  advertising  men  pres- 
ent were:  Arnold  Van  Lear,  Boston;  Ed- 
ward J.  Wall,  Albany;  J.  M.  Joice,  Cleveland; 
Charles  Perry,  Cincinnati;  William  Brooker, 
Philadelphia;  James  Levine,  Pittsburgh;  E. 
G.  Fitzgibbon,  Chicago;  James  Castle,  Kan- 
sas City;  Robert  Blair,  Denver;  Allan  S. 
Glenn,  Dallas,  and  Vernon  Gray,  Atlanta. 

Wolfe  Cohen  Will  Tour 
South  American  Field 

NEW  YORK — Wolfe  Cohen,  vice-president 
of  Warner  Bros.  Pictures  International  Corp., 
in  charge  of  Latin-America,  Australia  and 
the  Far  East,  will  leave  New  York  January 
29  for  an  extended  trip  through  his  terri- 
tories, with  a stopover  in  Panama,  where  he 
will  hold  a sales  meeting  for  managers  and 
supervisors  of  nearby  countries. 

Cohen’s  first  stop  will  be  the  Burbank 
studio,  then  to  Mexico  City  and  Panama. 
Among  those  attending  the  conference  there 
will  be  Peter  Colli  of  Havana,  supervisor  for 
Cuba,  Trinidad,  Puerto  Rico,  Venezuela  and 
Panama;  Amando  Trucios,  from  Lima,  Peru, 
who  has  been  approved  as  supervisor  for 
Ecuador,  Bolivia  and  Colombia  as  well  as 
Peru;  Lester  Cohen,  former  manager  in 
Trinidad,  who  will  take  up  his  new  post  as 
manager  for  Panama  and  Central  American 
countries,  and  Stanley  Gaiter,  manager  for 
Colombia. 

Following  the  Panama  meeting,  Cohen  will 
sail  for  Sydney,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand 
where  he  will  spend  several  months  in  an 
intensive  surveying  of  those  markets. 
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Columbia  J|t  Pictures 

presents  with  pride 


the  finest  picture  in  its 
history ...  destined  to  rank  with  the 
greatest  attractions  since 
motion  pictures  began... 


■ . BOXY 

■ ■ LAFAYETTE 
PALACE 

FS--.HLL  ST. 
& PANTABES 


HERE  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  principle  that  a motion  picture 


-d. 


producer  should  speak  to  the  public  only  through  pictures  — 
that  he  put  what  he  has  to  say  on  celluloid,  and  leave  other  media 
to  other  men. 

For  the  most  part  I have  adhered  to  that  principle.  But  once  in  many  years  there  comes  a motion 
picture  that  is  so  far  from  the  beaten  track,  so  outstanding  in  its  way,  that  a word  of  comment  from  a 
man  in  Hollywood  may  be  in  order.  A SONG  TO  REMEMBER  is  that  kind  of  a picture. 

The  Columbia  studios  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  inaugurate  two  major  trends  in 
motion  picture  production.  One,  the  trend  toward  gay,  light-hearted  romantic  comedy, 
began  with  IT  HAPPENED  ONE  NIGHT.  The  other,  which  involved  the  introduc- 
tion of  fine  operatic  music  to  the  screen,  started  with  ONE  NIGHT  OF  LOVE. 


With  A SONG  TO  REMEMBER,  it  is  my  humble  belief,  a new  field  is  opened  to 


creative  activity  on  the  screen  . . . the  intimate  blending  of  glorious  music  with  the 


unfolding  of  a warm,  emotional  story,  incident  by  incident.  It  is  inherent  in  this 


picture  that  the  music  springs  from  the  story  itself  . . . just  as  the  story 
springs  from  the  heart. 

To  Sidney  Buchman,  who  wrote  A SONG  TO  REMEMBER, 
and  who  was  in  charge  of  its  production,  and  to  Charles  Vidor, 
whose  imaginative  direction  contributed  so  eloquently  to  its  final 
expressiveness,  go  my  heartfelt  thanks.  I know  that  you,  too, 


will  feel  that  they  have  succeeded  in  opening  up  new  vistas  of 


screen  entertainment. 


PRESIDENT,  COLUMBIA  PICTURES 


fc/  „«*/<» 

MUNI3SOBERON 

CORNEL  WILDE 

NINA  FOCH  • GEORGE  COULOURIS 

Screen  Play  by  Sidney  Buchman 

Directed  by  CHARLES  VIDOR 
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Nine  Thousand  Eligible 
For  Academy  Voting 


Exhibitor  Hines  Collects 
Friends  and  Car  Plates 


HOLLYWOOD — Approximately  9,150  crea- 
tive workers  of  the  film  capital  will  be  eligible 
to  vote  in  the  17th  annual  Academy  Awards, 
it  was  revealed  by  printed  copies  of  the  rules 
that  will  govern  the  event,  issued  by  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences.  Accompanying  the  rules  brochure 
was  a chart  showing  who  can  vote  in  the 
various  fields  and  the  final  balloting  for  the 
Oscars. 

The  breakdown  discloses: 

Only  Academy  actor  members  and  Class  A 
and  AJ  members  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
will  vote  in  the  nominating  of  the  five  best 
for  actor,  actress,  supporting  actor  and  sup- 
porting actress.  These  voters  total  7,200  per- 
sons. 

Classification  of  Voters 

Only  Academy  director  members  and 
Screen  Directors  Guild  senior  members  will 
take  part  in  the  nominating  of  the  five  direc- 
torial achievements  which  will  go  on  the  final 
ballot.  Total,  250  voters. 

Only  Academy  screen  writer  members  and 
Screen  Writers  Guild  active  members  will 
vote  in  nomination  of  five  screen  writing 
achievements  in  three  classifications  — best 
written  screenplay,  best  original  motion  pic- 
ture story  and  best  original  screenplay.  These 
will  total  1,000  voters. 

In  the  nomination  of  the  five  pictures  to 
go  on  the  final  ballot  to  compete  for  the  “best 
picture  of  the  Award  year”  the  following 
will  participate:  Academy  members,  totaling 
700;  Screen  Actors  Guild  Class  .A  and  AJ 
members,  totaling  7,200;  Screen  Directors 
Guild  senior  members,  totaling  250,  and 
Screen  Writers  Guild  active  members,  total- 
ing 1,000. 

In  the  final  balloting,  in  which  the  winners 
in  acting,  directing,  writing  and  best  picture 
are  named,  the  9,150  members  of  the  three 
screen  guilds  and  the  Academy  will  partici- 
pate. 

Selection  of  the  winners  in  art  direction, 
cinematography,  sound  recording,  film  edit- 
ing and  special  effects,  will  be  made  by  the 
same  committee  system  which  has  been  in 
effect  for  some  years. 

There  will  be  three  music  awards : For  best 
scoring  of  a musical  picture,  best  music  score 
of  a dramatic  or  comedy  picture,  and  for  the 
best  original  song.  Each  music  department 
will  nominate  one  achievement  in  the  three 
classifications.  In  the  final  balloting  the  vot- 
ing on  the  two  music  scoring  awards  is  re- 
stricted to  the  members  of  the  music  branch 
of  the  Academy.  The  entire  Academy  mem- 
bership will  vote  in  the  finals  for  naming  of 
the  best  original  song  winner. 

Short  Subjects  Awards 

There  will  be  awards  in  three  classifica- 
tions of  short  subjects:  These  will  be  car- 
toons, whether  in  black  or  white;  short  sub- 
jects of  1,000  feet  or  less,  and  short  subjects 
between  1,000  and  3,000  feet.  Short  subject 
producers  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  not 
more  than  one  subject  from  any  series  in  the 
final  balloting.  The  final  vote  will  be  taken 
at  a special  exhibition  of  the  nominated  sub- 
jects, attended  by  Academy  members  and 
guests.  All  Academy  members  present  can 
participate  in  the  final  voting. 

Documentary  awards  winners  will  be 
named  by  the  vote  of  Academy  members 
present  at  a showing  of  nominated  films 
which  have  first  been  viewed  and  sifted  by 
the  documentary  awards  committee. 

The  board  of  governors  of  the  Academy  will 
select  the  winner  of  the  Irving  G.  Thalberg 
Memorial  Award,  and  will  decide  on  any 
other  special  awards. 

Meanwhile  the  first  nominations  have  been 


WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS,  W.  VA.— 
Meet  a famous  showman  of  30  years’  ex- 
perience. He  has  been  collecting  No.  3 West 
Virginia  license  plates  since  1912  and  has 
enough  of  them  to  repair  a tin  roof,  but 
that  isn’t  why  he  is  famous. 

He  signs  checks  “W.  B.  Hines,”  but  to 
White  Sulphur  Springs  he  is  Bill  Hines,  own- 
er of  the  Plaza  Theatre,  and  to  thousands 
of  industrialists,  railroad  officials,  educators, 
bankers,  golfers  and  actors,  he  is  just  plain 


Bill — genial  philosopher,  diplomat,  host. 

How  come?  It’s  this  way.  The  Greenbrier, 
stately  hostelry  on  the  hilltop  above  the 
village  of  White  Sulphur  Springs,  has  enter- 


announced  by  the  Academy.  They  are  for 
sound  recording  and  pictures.  Included  are: 

“Cover  Girl,”  Columbia;  “Kismet,”  Metro; 
“Double  Indemnity,”  Paramount;  “Brazil,” 
Republic;  “Music  in  Manhattan,”  RKO 
Radio;  “Wilson,”  20th  Century-Fox;  “Phan- 
tom Lady,”  Universal;  “Hollywood  Canteen,” 
Warner  Bros.;  “Voice  in  the  Wind,”  Ripley- 
Monter  production  entered  by  RCA,  which 
handled  the  sound  recording;  “Casanova 
Brown,”  International  Pictures  production 
entered  by  Samuel  Goldwyn  sound  depart- 
ment which  did  the  sound  recording;  “It 
Happened  Tomorrow,”  an  Arnold  production 
entered  by  Sound  Service,  which  did  the 
sound  recording. 


War  Cameraman  to  Give 
Poland  Talk  to  SMPE 

NEW  YORK — Julien  Bryan,  noted  picture 
producer  and  lecturer,  will  describe  his  tech- 
nique of  visual  reporting  at  this  week’s  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  for  Motion  Picture  En- 
gineers. He  will  illustrate  his  lecture  with 
footage  obtained  in  Poland  following  the 
outbreak  of  war  and  studies  of  life  in  South 
America. 

Beginning  his  photographic  career  in  1916, 
when  he  made  a series  of  600  stills  while 
attached  to  the  French  army  at  Verdun, 
Bryan  turned  his  attention  to  motion  pic- 
tures in  1930,  and  since  then  has  traveled 
extensively  in  Russia,  Siberia,  China,  Japan, 
Turkey  and  other  countries  of  Europe  and 
South  America. 


tained  all  the  presidents  since  Washington; 
has  boiled  and  massaged  assorted  ailments 
out  of  a long  line  of  bon  vivants.  Sidetracks 
for  their  private  Pullmans  have  been  used 
ever  since  the  Chesapeake  & Ohio  succeeded 
stagecoaches. 

Bill  Hines  provides  the  film  entertainment 
at  the  Greenbrier.  He  provides  the  personal 
entertainment  in  his  dingy  Plaza  office.  His 
brother,  Maj.  Gen.  John  L.  Hines,  was  a 
former  chief  of  staff  of  the  U.S.  army. 

When  a tycoon  has  drunk  a few  gallons  of 
Alvon  water;  his  tried  the  baths  and  a few 
rounds  of  golf;  has  admired  the  scenery  and 
has  become  slightly  bored,  he  unvaryingly 
ambles  down  the  hill  to  the  Plaza  office. 

Conversations  cover  a variety  of  topics  from 
international  relations  and  intimate  Wash- 
ington gossip  to  the  old-time  argument  as 
to  whether  the  mint  should  be  crushed  at 
the  bottom  of  the  glass  or  placed  gently  on 
top. 

Bill  is  not  impressed  by  private  cars  or 
stuffed  shirts.  He  either  likes  a man,  or  he 
doesn’t.  After  an  hour  or  so  in  his  office 
the  fancy  sport  clothes  are  tossed  aside. 
Those  who  wear  suspenders  expose  them. 
Feet  are  perched  on  whatever  is  nearby. 
Sometimes  the  visiting  celebrities  don’t 
know  whether  they’re  talking  to  another  big- 
wig or  his  valet. 

On  rare  occasions  there  has  been  target 
practice.  Some  railroad  presidents  think 
they  can  make  the  spittoon  ring  at  a dis- 
tance of  eight  feet  in  competition  with  the 
local  experts. 

Bill  always  tries  to  drive  his  guests  back 
up  the  hill  before  the  distinguished  dowagers 
begin  to  fear  their  husbands  are  off  the 
health  diets.  Many  a time  he  has  been  the 
target  of  a haughty  Stare  aimed  at  the  fam- 
ily breadwinner,  but  his  urbanity  has  re- 
mained undamaged. 

Dietz  Western  Electric 
Executive,  Will  Retire 

NEW  YORK  — Following  more  than  42 
years  of  service,  J.  Walter  Dietz,  industrial 
relations  manager  of  Western  Electric’s  man- 
ufacturing department,  will  retire  January 
31  under  the  company’s  pension  plan.  On 
leave  of  absence  for  the  last  four  years, 
Dietz  will  continue  to  serve  as  assistant  di- 
rector of  the  Training  Within  Industry  pro- 
gram of  the  WMC  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dietz  joined  Western  Electric  in  1902,  fol- 
lowing graduation  from  Purdue  University, 
and  became  active  in  the  fields  of  training, 
employment,  safety  and  industrial  relations. 
During  World  War  I he  was  called  into  serv- 
ice by  the  government  for  personnel,  educa- 
tion and  special  training  activities  wiilj  the 
war  department. 

In  past  years  Dietz  has  been  actively  as- 
sociated with  the  American  Management 
Ass’n;  the  Society  for  Promotion  of  Engi- 
neering Education;  President  Roosevelt’s 
Committee  on  Civil  Service  Improvement, 
and  the  federal  advisory  committee  for  the 
U.S.  Employment  |Service  and  the  National 
Occupation  Conference.  Last  year  he  re- 
ceived from  Purdue  an  honorary  degree  of 
doctor  of  engineering. 


lane  Wyman  to  'New  York  Was  Young' 

Jane  Wyman  has  been  chosen  to  replace 
Ann  Sheridan  in  the  leading  femme  role  in 
Warners’  “When  Old  New  York  Was  Young.” 
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BRENDA 


SHE  WRITES 

AN  EXCITING 

NEW  PAGE  IN 

SERIAL 


HISTORY! 


There’s  a ready-made  audience  of 
^ MILLIONS  waiting  to  see  this  nationally 
syndicated  comic  strip  on  the  screen! 


featuring 


(The  New  Serial  Queen!) 

KANE  RICHMOND 

SYD  JOE  GEORGE  WHEELER 

SAYLOR  -DEVLIN-  MEEKER  • OAKMAN 

Based  upon  the  comic  strip,  "BRENDA  STARR, 
REPORTER,"  created  by  Dale  Messick 
Original  Screen  Play  by 
Andy  Lamb  and  George  H.  Plympton 

Produced  by  SAM  KATZMAN 
Directed  by  WALLACE  W.  FOX 


NAME? 


THAT’S  THE  TITLE 
OF  A THRILLING 
PICTURE  TO  RUN 
WHILE  BRAVE  BOYS 
HOLD  THE  LINE  ON 
THE  WESTERN  FRONT 


WHAT’S 


YOUR 


”1  might  have 
saved  lives 
by  staying 
on  my  job!'' 


ARE  9 MINUTES  OF  YOUR  SCREEN-TIME 
WORTH  ONE  LIFE? 

The  most  thrilling,  timely  film  of  the  day— "'WHAT’S  YOUR  NAME?"  It  will  hold 
your  audience  spellbound  and  simultaneously  inspire  them  to  be  faithful  to  the 
boys  dying  on  the  Western  Front.  That’s  what’s  in  your  power  to  do!  "WHAT’S 
YOUR  NAME?"  is  absorbing  to  watch— and  you’ll  be  doing  your  nation  a ser- 
vice in  the  war’s  critical  phase  by  faithfully  showing  it. 

AVAILABLE  GRATIS  AT  ALL  20th  CENTURY-FOX  EXCHANGES 
Presented  by  the  War  Dept.  Produced  by  Army  Pictorial  Service,  Signal  Corps. 

★ ★ ★ Sponsored  by  War  Activities  Committee  of  Motion  Picture  Industry,  1501  Broadway,  N.  Y.  C.  ★ ★ jilt 


Alexander  Film  Stressed 
The  War  Effort  in  '44 

COLORADO  SPRINGS— Forty  field  of- 
ficials and  district  managers  attended  a 
three-day  meeting  at  Alexander  Film  Co. 
headquarters  here  to  discuss  sales  plans  for 
1945.  President  J.  Don  Alexander  stressed 
the  fact  that  90  per  cent  or  more  of  screen 
ads  displayed  to  millions  of  people  through- 
out 1944  featured  the  war  effort.  All  lines 
of  advertising  stressed  the  conservation 
theme,  recruiting  of  workers  and  sale  of  war 
bonds.  He  asked  for  more  cooperation  on 
the  part  of  field  officials  and  salesmen  in 
helping  promote  the  day  of  victory.  In  spite 
of  restrictions  on  film,  travel  and  sales  out- 
lets, 1944  was  the  banner  year  in  Alexander 
history. 

Mike  Mclnaney,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  sales,  presided  at  the  meetings.  He  said 
Alexander  will  use  more  tradepaper  adver- 
tising, direct  mail  and  personal  solicitation 
in  increasing  its  list  of  almost  10,000  the- 
atres. 

The  following  assistants  to  the  president 
attended:  J.  A.  Mclnaney,  Dallas;  W.  G. 
Kirkscey,  Memphis;  Ralph  Bonar,  Denver; 
M.  L.  Williams,  Chicago,  and  J.  J.  Devine, 
Detroit. 

General  and  district  managers:  A.  F. 
Smith,  Portland,  Ore.;  Ralph  Mitchell,  Los 
Angeles;  W.  P.  McIntosh,  Texas;  C.  O.  Jef- 
fery, Atlanta;  D.  B.  Kezziah,  Charlotte; 
Frank  Wolf  jr.,  Richmond;  Harry  Cotton, 
New  York;  June  Baker,  West  Virginia;  Larry 
Dillon,  Indiana;  Everett  Rushing,  Des 
Moines;  E.  L.  Harris,  Kansas  City;  Carl  Bris- 
master,  northern  Michigan,  and  Ben  Eise- 
man,  Kentucky. 

Representatives  attending  included  Ura 
Embry,  Claude  Alexander  and  George  Likins, 
all  of  Texas;  Ed  January,  Oklahoma;  R.  L. 
Lee,  Ohio;  C.  A.  Ingram,  Mississippi;  T.  O. 
Mosby,  Louisiana;  B.  F.  Bennett  and  R.  W. 
Duston,  Colorado;  Ralph  Pryce,  Iowa;  Ben 
Winston  and  C.  C.  Alexander,  Illinois;  Hank 
Connelly,  Indiana;  Art  Baebler,  St.  Louis; 
M.  L.  Kinton  and  A1  Clements  of  Kansas. 

To  Survey  Hollywood  for 
Rockefeller  Foundation 

NEW  YORK — Iris  Barry,  curator  of  the 
Museum  of  Modern  Art  film  library,  is  now 
in  Hollywood  to  make  a survey  and  report 
on  the  use  and  production  of  nontheatrical 
film  in  wartime  for  the  Rockefeller  Founda- 
tion. 

Accompanying  her  is  Mary  Morrissey,  exec- 
utive assistant  to  Col.  John  Jay  Whitney,  the 
museum’s  president,  who  will  represent  him 
on  the  coast.  Both  she  and  Miss  Barry  will 
be  in  Hollywood  until  March. 


THE  FIRST  TICKET — Having  donated 
the  Malco  Theatre  and  the  show,  M.  A. 
Lightman  sr.,  president  of  Malco  The- 
atres, Inc.,  is  shown  here  buying  the  first 
ticket  to  a benefit  show  from  Miss  Mary 
Brandon  in  the  presence  of  Nick  Han- 
son, president  of  the  Cooperative  Club. 


Grainger  Assigns  Two 
As  District  Managers 

CHICAGO— James  R.  Grainger,  president 
and  general  sales  manager  of  Republic,  has 
assigned  to  posts  as  district  manager  Nat  E. 
Steinberg  and  N.  J.  Colquhoun. 

Formerly  manager  of  the  St.  Louis  branch, 
Steinberg  will  henceforth  cover  the  prairie 
sales  district,  comprising  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City,  Des  Moines  and  Omaha.  Previously  in 
charge  of  the  Dallas  branch,  Colquhoun’s 
new  assignment,  the  southwestern  sales  area, 
includes  Dallas,  Oklahoma  City,  Memphis. 

Other  assignments  are:  Will  Baker,  mid- 
western  sales  district  manager,  covering  Chi- 
cago, Indianapolis,  Milwaukee  and  Minne- 
apolis; Merritt  Davis,  southern  sales  district 
manager,  covering  New  Orleans,  Atlanta, 
Charlotte  and  Tampa;  Maxwell  Gillis,  east- 
ern district  sales  manager,  covering  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Washington;  Sam 
Seplowin,  central  district  sales  manager,  in 
charge  of  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Detroit  and 
Pittsburgh;  Jack  Davis,  New  England  district 
sales  manager,  covering  New  Haven,  Boston, 
Buffalo  and  Albany,  and  Francis  Bateman, 
western  district  sales  manager,  in  charge  of 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Portland,  Seattle, 
Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City. 


Republic's  Expansion 
Plans  Are  Outlined 

CHICAGO — Plans  for  the  further  expan- 
sion of  Republic  Pictures,  particularly  in  the 
Latin-American  market,  were  explained  by 
Herbert  Y.  Yates  sr.,  chairman  of  the  board, 
during  the  three-day  meeting  of  sales  forces 
held  here  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel.  Yates 
also  told  of  the  company’s  decision  to  spend 
a million  dollars  a month  on  single  pictures, 
plus  an  advertising  appropriation  of  $250,000 
each. 

President  James  R.  Grainger  advised  dele- 
gates that  the  company’s  booking  increase 
last  year  was  32.5  per  cent  on  the  general 
output;  40  per  cent  on  Roy  Rogers’  films. 

Yates  said  the  company  has  already  estab- 
lished branches  in  Peru  and  Colombia.  Ad- 
ditional operations  are  to  be  set  up  in  that 
field,  he  said  and,  following  the  war,  Re- 
public will  be  represented  in  all  overseas 
areas. 

Among  the  forthcoming  big  budget  pic- 
tures, Yates  said,  will  be  a Wild  Bill  Elliott 
starrer,  “The  Fabulous  Texan,”  and  that 
performer’s  entire  western  series  has  been 
accorded  added  production  budgets.  The 
chairman  of  the  board  also  stated  that  pro- 
duction schedules  would  be  adapted  to  con- 
form with  the  anticipated  public  tastes,  with 
special  attention  to  the  ever-popular  musi- 
cals. 

In  addition  to  Yates  and  Grainger,  others 
from  the  New  York  office  at  the  session  here 
were  William  Saal,  Maxwell  Gillis,  Sam 
Seplowin,  Jack  Davis,  E.  L.  Walton,  Walter 
Titus  jr.,  Albert  /Schiller,  Si  Borus,  E.  H. 
Seifert  and  Steve  Edwards.  The  official  host 
at  the  conferences  was  Will  Baker,  head  of 
the  Chicago  exchange  for  Republic  and  oth- 
ers present  included:  Nat  Steinberg,  newly 
named  district  manager  at  St.  Louis;  Mer- 
ritt Davis,  southeastern  district  manager; 
Norman  J.  Colquhoun,  southwestern  district 
manager,  and  Branch  Managers  Winfield 
Snelson,  Harold  Laird,  J.  H.  Dillon,  L.  V. 
Seischnaydre,  L.  H.  Andrews,  Glen  Alt,  Wil- 
liam Feld,  J.  G.  Frackman,  W.  M.  Grant, 
Harry  Lefholtz  and  Franchise-Holder  Robert 
Withers  of  Kansas  City.  Special  Representa- 
tives J.  V.  Scully,  G.  D.  Milford  and  John 
A.  Alexander  also  attended. 


"Will  Honor  Government's  Order" 

CHICAGO — James  R.  Grainger,  president 
of  Republic  Pictures,  presiding  at  the  recent 
regional  sales  conference  here,  declined  to 
comment  on  the  governmental  proposed  re- 
duction in  allotment  of  raw  stock  for  film 
production.  “Whatever  the  orders  are  from 
the  officials  in  charge  in  Washington,  we 
must  honor  them,”  declared  Grainger. 


REPUBLIC  EXECUTIVES  TOLD  OF  EXPANSION  PLANS— More  than  25  district  managers,  branch  heads  and  New  York  execu- 
tives, studied  a Republic  Pictures’  format  of  present  and  postwar  growth  for  the  company  at  the  recent  meeting  in  Chicago.  An 
outline  of  the  program  was  presented  by  Herbert  J.  Yates  sr.,  chairman  of  the  board,  and  President  James  R.  Grainger. 
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“Has  arrived  on  the  motion-picture  scene  at  the  last  possible  1944  moment,  but  it 
belongs  in  the  front  rank  of  the  year’s  mystery  thrillers.” 

- HOWARD  BARNES,  N.  Y.  HERALD  TRIBUNE 

“Absorbing  melodrama  . . . Hedy  Lamarr  is  perfectly  cast  as  the  most  beautiful  woman 
of  her  time  . . . the  direction  is  worthy  of  much  praise.” 

- WANDA  HALE,  N.  Y.  DAILY  NEWS 

“Easily  one  of  the  better  melodramas  that  has  come  this  way  . . . Well-  calculated 
to  hold  your  attention.” 

-BOSLEY  CROWTHER,  N.  Y.  TIMES 


“Thrilling  . . . tops  all  . . . Miss  Lamarr’s  performance  is  the  best  she’s  turned 
in  . . . Paul  Lukas  is  stupendous,  and  George  Brent  just  the  sort  of  rescuer  Hedy 
should  have.” 

- LEE  MORTIMER,  N.  Y.  DAILY  MIRROR 


SION  THAT  PLEDGE!  MARCH  OF  DIMESI  (JAN.  25-31}. 


“Topnotch  murder  mystery.  Story  unfolds  quietly,  logically.  Slowly  the  mystery 
grows,  the  suspense  tightens.  The  ending  is  high-old  melodrama.” 


- EILEEN  CREELMAN,  N.  Y.  SUN 


‘Grapples  with  one  of  the  screen’s  tougher  hazards—  and 
comes  off  very  well.  Audiences  have  effective  set  of  shud- 
ders awaiting  them.” 

-ALTON  COOK,  N.  Y.  WORLD-TELEGRAM 


“The  theme  is  provocative;  the  performances  compelling. 
. . . Hedy  never  looked  lovelier,  and  you  can  well  believe 
that  a mental  quirk  made  Paul  Lukas  the  heel  he  is.  George 
Brent’s  administrations  are  nobly  heroic.” 

- IRENE  THIRER,  N.  Y.  POST 

“A  cut  above  most  thrillers,  in  addition  to  its  heavyweight 
cast.”  - JOHN  T.  McMANUS,  PM 


RKO 

RADIO 

"pTture 


First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928).  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

The  Woman  in  the  Window — 

Buffalo  214 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal."  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 

BOSTON 

BUFFALO 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

— 

DES  MOINES 

DETROIT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

SEATTLE 

AVERAGE 

Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA) 

120 

130 

105 

100 

160 

130 

170 

95 

115 

115 

108 

130 

83 

15C 

160 

180 

175 

115 

140 

131 

Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

145 

175 

141 

American  Romance,  An  (MGM) 

110 

83 

115 

120 

105 

135 

155 

90 

105 

100 

75 

130 

100 

120 

185 

85 

lie 

113 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

130 

175 

105 

no 

90 

135 

200 

100 

100 

145 

183 

130 

175 

135 

185 

150 

75 

150 

137 

Are  These  Our  Parents?  (Mono) 

110 

153 

100 

90 

60 

130 

185 

90 

120 

80 

120 

92 

185 

70 

135 

90 

85 

70 

120 

120 

110 

Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (WBi 

110 

131 

115 

120 

100 

135 

185 

100 

115 

175 

150 

175 

120 

185 

113 

200 

140 

180 

no 

160 

200 

144 

Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) 

110 

110 

175 

105 

103 

100 

95 

120 

120 

75 

100 

100 

109 

Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ) 

200 

100 

140 

145 

133 

160 

250 

220 

169 

Canterville  Ghost  (MGM) 

125 

173 

105 

100 

125 

135 

140 

90 

135 

170 

115 

100 

90 

85 

103 

165 

135 

175 

100 

175 

130 

no 

126 

Carolina  Blues  (Col) 

130 

125 

100 

95 

80 

125 

160 

100 

90 

125 

100 

100 

95 

160 

125 

105 

100 

100 

112 

Climax,  The  (Univ) 

100 

210 

110 

115 

50 

150 

120 

90 

100 

90 

125 

102 

130 

105 

150 

80 

135 

100 

100 

114 

Enemy  of  Women  (Mono) 

125 

180 

100 

95 

100 

105 

100 

115 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ) 

100 

135 

100 

100 

80 

95 

100 

101 

Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) 

115 

153 

100 

140 

85 

185 

130 

255 

120 

160 

118 

310 

135 

200 

150 

150 

200 

159 

Girl  Rush  (RKO) 

100 

110 

135 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

106 

Girl  Who  Dared,  The  (Rep) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

105 

100 

120 

100 

103 

Gypsy  Wildcat  (Univ) 

100 

112 

115 

90 

100 

140 

125 

90 

100 

100 

108 

109 

85 

95 

60 

120 

130 

165 

no 

150 

150 

112 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 

130 

123 

190 

160 

150 

no 

122 

200 

135 

260 

115 

160 

190 

157 

I’m  From  Arkansas  (PRC) 

100 

125 

95 

90 

125 

107 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 

120 

88 

95 

98 

85 

125 

90 

135 

105 

Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep) 

130 

no 

120 

150 

no 

124 

Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (MGM) 

100 

141 

110 

105 

100 

135 

100 

100 

120 

157 

100 

120 

125 

107 

105 

185 

100 

175 

100 

120 

Man  in  Half  Moon  Street  (Para) 

100 

120 

180 

100 

100 

120 

Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (Col) 

100 

91 

110 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

125 

80 

100 

101 

Mrs.  Parkington  (MGM) 

125 

199 

120 

140 

190 

95 

140 

160 

135 

125 

125 

165 

135 

185 

95 

210 

125 

175 

150 

175 

148 

My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

125 

100 

100 

90 

90 

100 

100 

100 

125 

100 

100 

100 

155 

105 

None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) 

115 

143 

120 

115 

70 

150 

100 

75 

115 

120 

100 

135 

85 

200 

105 

190 

60 

150 

175 

122 

Our  H’ts  Were  Young  & Gay  (Para) 

105 

115 

140 

100 

120 

no 

133 

140 

no 

175 

170 

185 

60 

135 

128 

Pearl  of  Death  (Univ) 

100 

100 

100 

95 

125 

100 

100 

85 

100 

90 

100 

100 

100 

100 

125 

100 

80 

100 

100 

100 

100 

San  Diego,  I Love  You  (Univ) 

168 

100 

105 

80 

140 

100 

95 

100 

100 

105 

100 

90 

85 

100 

80 

175 

100 

100 

107 

Sergeant  Mike  (Col) 

100 

no 

80 

100 

100 

98 

Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (Rep) 

100 

125 

105 

100 

105 

105 

100 

140 

110 

Singing  Sheriff,  The  (Univ) 

100  ' 

100 

125 

100 

no 

100 

100 

60 

80 

100 

100 

98 

Take  It  Big  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

120 

155 

100 

105 

100 

100 

100 

70 

100 

100 

no 

100 

104 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (MGM) 

150 

180 

100 

125 

142 

150 

120 

150 

150 

150 

175 

125 

155 

175 

180 

135 

180 

200 

152 

Unwritten  Code  (Col) 

110 

100 

100 

no 

100 

90 

102 

Very  Thought  of  You,  The  (WB) 

110 

198 

100 

120 

60 

135 

95 

90 

105 

no 

120 

140 

100 

140 

115 

150 

75 

135 

no 

100 

115 

WAVE,  a Wac  and  a Marine  (Mono) 

100 

97 

110 

125 

100 

100 

105 

100 

100 

70 

no 

125 

75 

120 

103 

When  Strangers  Marry  (Mono) 

100 

100 

125 

100 

115 

100 

100 

100 

100 

104 

Winged  Victory  (20-Fox) 

120 

190 

160 

185 

192 

120 

215 

135 

185 

130 

200 

167 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The  (RKO) 

05  {S 

14  jl 

00 

25 

L10 

150 

134 

50 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  20,  1945 


WARNER  BROS.’  TRADE  SHOWINGS  OF 

“ OBJECTIVE,  BURMA ! ” 

starring 

ERROL  FLYNN 

with 

JAMES  BROWN  • WARNER  ANDERSON 
WILLIAM  PRINCE  • GEORGE  TOBIAS  • HENRY  HULL 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  29th , 1945 


CITY 

PLACE  OF  SHOWING 

ADDRESS 

TIME 

Albany 

Warner  Screening  Room 

79  N.  Pearl  St. 

12:30  P.M. 

Atlanta 

RKO  Screening  Room 

191  Walton  St.  N.W. 

2:00  P.M. 

Boston 

RKO  Screening  Room 

122  Arlington  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Buffalo 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

464  Franklin  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

Charlotte 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

308  S.  Church  St. 

10:00  A.M. 

Chicago 

Warner  Screening  Room 

1307  So.  Wabash  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Cincinnati 

RKO  Screening  Room 

Palace  Th.  Bldg.  E.  6th 

2:00  P.M. 

Cleveland 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2300  Payne  Ave. 

8:00  P.M. 

Dallas 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1803  Wood  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Denver 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

2100  Stout  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

Des  Moines 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1300  High  St. 

12:45  P.M. 

Detroit 

Film  Exchange  Bldg. 

2310  Cass  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Indianapolis 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

116  W.  Michigan 

1:00  P.M. 

Kansas  City 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

1802  Wyandotte  St. 

1:30  P.M. 

Los  Angeles 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2025  S.  Vermont  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Memphis 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

151  Vance  Ave. 

11:00  A.M. 

Milwaukee 

Warner  Th.  Sc.  Rm. 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Minneapolis 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1015  Currie  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Haven 

Warner  Th.  Proj.  Room 

70  College  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Orleans 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

200  S.  Liberty  St. 

10:00  A.M. 

New  York 

Home  Office 

321  W.  44th  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Oklahoma 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

10  North  Lee  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Omaha 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1502  Davenport  St. 

1 :00  P.M. 

Philadelphia 

Vine  St.  Sc.  Room 

1220  Vine  St. 

11:00  A.M. 

Pittsburgh 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1715  Blvd.  of  Allies 

2:30  P.M. 

Portland 

Star  Screening  Room 

925  N.  W.  19th  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Salt  Lake 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

216  East  1st  South 

2:00  P.M. 

San  Francisco 

Republic  Sc.  Room 

221  Golden  Gate  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Seattle 

Jewel  Box  Sc.  Rm. 

2318  Second  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

St.  Louis 

S’renco  Sc.  Room 

3143  Olive  St. 

1:00  P.M. 

Washington 

Earle  Th.  Bldg. 

13th  & E Sts.  N.W. 

10:30A.M. 

SIGN  THAT  PLEDGE  FOR  MARCH  OF  DIMES! 


December  Blue  Ribbon  Award 
Goes  to  "Mrs.  Parkington" 

"Mrs.  Parkington"  has  been  voted  the  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon 
Award  for  December.  This  is  the  sixth  M-G-M  picture  to  receive 
that  honor  from  the  National  Screen  Council — -50  per  cent  of  the 
Awards  given  in  1944.  It  is  also  the  second  picture  starring  the 
Garson-Pidgeon  team,  the  February  Award  going  to  "Madame 
Curie.” 

The  winning  picture  is  a streamlined  version  of  a boarding- 
house Cinderella  who  did  not  always  live  happily-ever-after  her 
marriage  to  a Wall  Street  tycoon  in  whose  mine  her  mother  had 
been  killed.  Greer  Garson  and  Walter  Pidgeon  age  in  celluloid  se- 
quences that  are  dramatically  entertaining.  The  screenplay  was 
based  on  the  novel  of  that  name  by  Louis  Bromfield.  Leon  Gordon 
was  the  producer  and  Tay  Garnett  directed. 

The  Cast 


Susie  Parkington Greer  Garson 

Maf.  Augustus  Parkington 
Walter  Pidgeon 

Amory  Stilham Edward  Arnold 

Aspasia  Conti.... Agnes  Moorehead 
Edward,  Prmce  of  Wales 
Cecil  Kellaway 

Alice,  Duchess  De  Brancourt 

Gladys  Cooper 

Jane  Stilham.... Frances  Rafferty 


Ned  Talbot.... Tom  Drake 

Lord  Thornley Peter  Lawford 

Jack  Stilham ..Dan  Duryea 

John  Marbey Hugh  Marlowe 

Mattie  Trounson Selena  Royle 

Signor  Cellini.. Fortunio  Bonanova 

Madeleine  Lee  Patrick 

Humphrey  Harry  Cording 

Belle  „ Celia  Travers 

Mrs.  Graham Mary  Servoss 


Production  Staff 


This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
from  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  the 
outstanding  merit  and  suit- 
ability of  the  film  for  whole 
family  entertainment.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  are  se- 
lected from  the  following 


Executive  Producer 
Louis  B.  Mayer 

Producer  Leon  Gordon 

Director  » Tay  Garnett 

Screenplay  by 

Robert  Thoeren  and  Polly 
James 

Based  on  the  novel  by 
Louis  Bromfield 

Director  of  Photography 
Joseph  Ruttenberg,  A.S.C. 

Musical  Score Bronislau  Kaper 

Recording  Director 
Douglas  Shearer 


Art  Direction 

Cedric  Gibbons,  Randall  Duell 
Set  Decorations  by 

....Edwin  B.  Willis 

Associate  McLean  Nisbet 

Special  Effects 

A.  Arnold  Gillespie,  Warren 
Newcombe,  Danny  Hall 

Costume  Supervision  Irene 

Associate  Marion  Herwood 

Men’s  Costumes  Valles 

Makeup  created  by Jack  Dawn 

Hair  styles  created  by 

Sydney  Guilaroff 

Film  Editor...., George  Boemler 


groups  throughout  the  coun- 
try: Motion  picture  editors 
of  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines, radio  film  commenta- 
tors, reviewing  committees, 
club  women,  better  films 
councils,  social,  civic f and 
educational  organizations. 
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AND  OF  COURSE,  ROY  IS  No.  I 


LEADING  STARS 

From  Showmen’s  Leaders  Poll 

1 BING  CROSBY 

2 GARY  COOPER 

3 SPENCER  TRACY 

*■  ROY  ROGERS 

5 CARY  GRANT 

6 ABBOTT  & COSTELLO 

7 BOB  HOPE 

8 VAN  JOHNSON 

9 HUMPHREY  BOGART 
10  MICKEY  ROONEY 


IN 


WESTERN  POLL 


g SxMctm  Say 


ABOUT  PICTURES 


COLUMBIA 

Footlight  Glamour  (Col) — Penny  Singleton, 
Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms.  Extra  good.  A top 
"Dogwood  and  Blondie”  that  clicked,  both 
with  the  audience  and  the  boxoffice.  I can 
hardly  explain  it  but  somehow  these 
"Blondies"  draw  here  and  customers  leave 
the  theatre  well  satisfied.  Had  a nice  crowd 
on  a cold  night.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Cold. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D. 
Rural  patronage. 

Is  Everybody  Happy?  (Col) — Ted  Lewis  and 
band,  Nan  Wynn,  Lynn  Merrick.  No,  they 
were  not  because  a blizzard  kept  them  away 
Sunday  p.  m.  and/nor  was  the  boxoffice 
happy  so  the  last  picture  of  the  year  showed 
in  the  red  for  me,  but  not  because  the  picture 
was  not  good.  Too  bad,  but  such  is  the 
show  business — cute  little  picture.  Played 
Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Blizzard  and  cold. 
— W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D. 
Rural  patronage. 

Jam  Session  (Col) — Ann  Miller,  Jess  Barker, 
Nan  Wynn.  Good  for  the  youth.  Played  it 
with  a western  but  too  much  snow  to  bring 
them  out.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. — Harland  Rankin, 
Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada.  General  pa- 
tronage. 

Vigilantes  Ride  (Col) — Russell  JJayden, 
Walter  "Dub"  Taylor,  Bob  Wills.  Very  good 
western  with  plenty  of  comedy  and  action. 
This  boy,  Russell  Hayden,  is  coming  to  the 
front  as  a real  western  star.  The  Texas 
Cowboys  handle  their  end  of  it  fine  with 
their  good  tunes.  Book  this  with  a "stooge" 
comedy  and  you  can't  go  wrong.  Played 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good. — W.  H.  Swan, 
Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Mrs.  Miniver  (M-G-M) — Greer  Garson,  Wal- 
ter Pidgeon,  Teresa  Wright.  Fine — a very 
grand  picture  and  one  that  will  make  'em 
laugh  and  also  weep  before  they  leave  the 
theatre.  Only  trouble  was  we  played  it  too 
late  and  the  sound  was  bad.  With  English 
locale,  it  was  hard  to  understand.  I still 
am  not  sorry  I showed  it.  Everybody  seems 
satisfied.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good.— 
W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural 
patronage. 

Naughty  Marietta  (MGM) — Reissue.  Jean- 
ette MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy.  Still  as  good 
as  it  was  before  but  doesn't  satisfy  them  now 
like  it  did  a few  years  ago.  Lots  of  walkouts. 
Every  time  Miss  MacDonald  hit  high  C a few 
more  would  leave.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. — W.  O. 


Woody,  Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage. 

White  Cliffs  of  Dover  (MGM) — Irene  Dunne, 
Alan  Marshal,  Roddy  McDowall.  An  excel- 
lent picture  from  Leo  to  better  than  average 
business.  A few  of  the  juke-box  hounds 
walked  out — said  it  moved  too  slowly  for 
them.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. — W.  O.  Woody. 
Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

And  the  Angels  Sing  (Para) — Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Fred  MacMurray,  Betty  Hutton.  Extra 
good.  Some  came  the  second  night,  they 
liked  it  so  well,  and  I call  this  a real  treat. 
Pictures  like  this  are  what  it  takes  to  keep 
us  small  towns  going.  Some  said,  "Best 
picture  you've  had  this  year.''  Betty  Hutton 
stole  the  show.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Good/ — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S. 
D.  Rural  patronage. 

Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para) — Eddie 
Bracken,  Ella  Raines,  Raymond  Walburn.  If 
Preston  Sturges  never  makes  another  picture, 
it'll  be  'all  right  with  us.  We  like  them  our- 
selves but  the  boxoffice  says  "no."  Just  why 
we  cannot  understand  but  those  are  the  facts. 
On  New  Year's  Eve  and  Day  we  did  far  be- 
low average  Sunday  business.  Played  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — Horn  & Morgan,  Star, 
Hay  Springs,  Neb.  Small  town  and  rural  pa- 
tronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Riding  the  Wind  (RKO) — Tim  Holt,  Ray 

Our  Morale  Is  Boosted 
By  These  Exhibitors 

When  we  have  worried  with  the  paper 
shortage,  manpower  shortage  and  all  the 
other  problems  that  beset  publishers  these 
days,  so  that  you  can  have  your  favorite 
trade  paper  each  week  to  help  you  with 
your  problems,  it  is  pretty  nice  to  get 
little  figurative  pats  on  the  back  from 
subscribers — like  these: 

“I  have  to  say  it  (BOXOFFICE)  is  a 
splendid  magazine.  I can’t  see  how  I 
got  along  without  it  for  so  long.” — Fred 

L.  Murray,  Spiritwood  Talkies,  Spirit- 
wood,  Sask.,  Canada. 

“I  truly  enjoy  your  publication  and  look 
forward  to  receiving  each  issue.” — Alfred 

M.  Wohl,  Ritz  Theatre,  Miami,  Fla. 


Whitley.  Okay  for  western  fans  but  our  pa- 
trons snowbound  and  many  couldn't  get  out. 
Played  Fri.,  Sat. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Til- 
bury, Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

REPUBLIC 

Jesse  James  at  Bay  (Rep) — Roy  Rogers, 
George  "Gabby"  Hayes,  Sally  Payne.  This 
is  an  old  Roy  Rogers.  If  you  haven't  played 
this,  do  so.  It's  a good  western  and  they  still 
go  for  the  Jesse  James  angle.  Played  Thurs., 
Sat. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.' 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Pin  Up  Girl  (20th-Fox) — Betty  Grable,  John 
Harvey,  Martha  Raye.  From  the  critics  we 
were  led  to  believe  this  to  be  a very  mediocre 
show.  Well,  it  wasn't  up  to  standard  but  it 
did  furnish  a nice  evening's  entertainment  for 
the  fans  of  Betty  Grable,  musical  comedy  and 
Technicolor.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Very  good. — Horn  <S  Morgan,  Star,  Hay 
Springs,  Neb.  Small  town  and  rural  patron- 
age. 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

Lost  Canyon  (UA) — William  Boyd,  Jay 
Kirby,  Lola  Lane.  Very  good  and  well  re- 
ceived. One  of  the  best  westerns  I've  seen 
"Hoppy"  in  and  old  Andy  Clyde  fills  the  bill 
as  a comedian.  Just  showed  it  one  night  on 
account  of  the  Auditorium  not  being  avail- 
able. Zero  weather  but  they  came  anyway 
and  left  the  theatre  well  pleased.  Played 
Wednesday.  Weather:  Cold  aftd  windy. — W. 
H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

In  Society  (Univ) — Bud  Abbott,  Lou  Cos- 
tello, Arthur  Treacher.  Good  comedy  but 
good  laughs  don't  take  in  snowstorms.  We 
had  the  worst  in  30  years.  Played  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury, 
Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

Pardon  My  Rhyftim  (Univ) — Gloria  Jean, 
Patric  Knowles,  Evelyn  Ankers.  Just  a sim- 
ple little  program  picture  which  pleased  the 
large  group  of  high  school  kids  and  some 
of  the  adults.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Good. — Horn  & Morgan,  Star,  Hay  Springs. 
Neb.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Mask  of  Dimitrios  (WB) — Sydney  Green- 
street,  Peter  Lorre,  Faye  Emerson.  Not  so 
good  for  the  small  town  situation.  Should  be 
dualbilled.  Also,  we  had  a big  storm  and 
they  didn't  come  out.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.— 
Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 
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i 1944  the  Greer  Garson  Trailer  provided  the  extra  punch  that  raised 
4,500,000  for  polio  victims.  That's  45  million  dimes.  Miss  Garson  raises  the 
nte  to  $5,000,000  . . . and  hopes  that  you'll  raise  her  . . . that's  50,000,000 
fimes!  . . . Greer  Garson's  heartrending  new  1945  trailer,  "The  Miracle  of 
lickory",  tells  briefly  of  the  polio  epidemic  that  hit  Hickory,  N.  C.,  last  sum- 
ner.  It  answers  the  question  of  "What  becomes  of  the  money  we  give?"  It 
hows  children  actually  being  saved  . . . dimes  marching  into  action  against 
he  enemy  . . . The  four  and  a half  million  dollar  wallop  of  1944  amply  proved 
he  selling  power  of  GOOD  trailers,  and  how  they  soften  people's  hearts  and 
)pen  their  purses  . . . WE  have  the  proud  privilege  of  distributing  this  film  of 
nercy  . . . YOU  have  the  inestimable  opportunity  of  showing  it  to  your  patrons 
. . to  their  applause  of  your  public  spirit  . . . CONTACT  YOUR  NEAREST 
vISS  BRANCH  AT  ONCE!  . . . MARCH  OF  DIMES  WEEK  - January  25-31. 
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Spotting  Counterfeit 
Money  Is  Made  Easy 

NEW  YORK — Theatre  managers  and 
cashiers  will  be  interested  in  the  U.S.  secret 
service’s  latest,  and  by  far  the  simplest  in- 
structions on  how  to  detect  counterfeit  bills 
and  coins. 

Counterfeit  bills  can  be  detected  by: 

1.  Portraits  are  dull,  smudgy,  unnaturally 
white;  scratchy;  background  is  dark  with 
irregular  and  broken  lines. 

2.  In  seals,  the  sawtooth  points  are  usually 
different,  uneven,  broken  off. 

3.  Serial  numbers  poorly  printed,  differ- 
ent in  style,  badly  spaced,  uneven  in  ap- 
pearance. 

Counterfeit  coins  can  be  detected  by: 

1.  Ringing  them  on  hard  surface.  Coun- 
terfeits sound  dull. 

2.  Most  counterfeit  coins  feel  greasy. 

3.  On  “reeding”  (corrugated  outer  edge), 
the  ridges  are  poorly  spaced  and  irregular. 

4.  Most  counterfeits  are  made  of  soft 
metals,  easily  cut  with  a knife. 

5.  With  application  of  silver  test  and  so- 
lution (obtainable  at  any  drugstore),  bad 
coin  will  turn  black  unless  containing  high 
silver  content. 

Theatre  personnel  who  happen  to  come 
into  possession  of  counterfeit  money  are  ad- 
vised to  communicate  at  once  with  their 
nearest  U.S.  secret  service  office. 


Lifts  Option  on  Fellows,  Duff 

RKO  has  lifted  its  options  on  Robert  Fel- 
lows, executive  producer,  and  Warren  Duff, 
producer. 


Finds  a Way  to  Keep 
His  Employes  Happy 

Brownwood,  Tex.  — Employes  of  the 
Queen,  Gem  and  Ritz  theatres  here  don’t 
get  bored  or  restless,  or,  if  they  do,  they 
don’t  stay  that  way  long. 

The  veteran  L.  D.  Brown  is  at  the  helm 
of  the  trio;  A.  J.  Burleson  is  his  aide, 
and  it’s  the  latter  speaking,  rather  im- 
portantly in  these  days  when  help  is 
sometimes  harder  to  get  than  customers: 

“Whenever  we  find  an  employe  restless 
or  bored,  we  transfer  him  or  her  to  one 
of  the  other  houses. 

“Also,  we’re  making  arrangements  for 
a banquet  once  a month,  which  helps  to 
hold  our  forces  together.” 


Warners'  Book  on  'Canteen' 
Aimed  at  Study  Groups 

NEW  YORK — Aiming  especially  at  discus- 
sion groups  and  picture  appreciation  circles, 
Warners’  educational  bureau  is  distributing 
a 16-page  booklet  containing  feature  articles 
by  several  noted  writers  and  educators  pro- 
viding topics  relating  to  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen.” 

The  booklet,  in  addition  to  a statement  by 
Bette  Davis,  president  and  cofounder  of 
Hollywood  Canteen,  carries  a page  of  insti- 
tutional copy  highlighting  forthcoming  War- 
ners’ films;  it  is  augmented  by  a poster  car- 
rying mention  and  portraits  of  the  picture’s 
62  stars.  The  releasing  company  is  sending 
the  material  to  about  12,000  educational  and 
community  groups,  including  schools,  col- 
leges, libraries,  NEA  groups,  etc. 


WAC-OWI  '44  Films 
Attain  Total  of  45 

HOLLYWOOD  — Forty-five  special  films 
were  produced  in  studios  here  as  the  indus- 
try’s contribution  to  the  WAC-OWI  film  pro- 
gram for  1944.  Contributors  included  12  stu- 
dios, 24  producers,  13  directors,  30  writers 
and  57  actors  and  actresses. 

These  statistics  were  disclosed  in  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Hollywood  division  of 
WAC,  issued  by  John  C.  Flinn,  coordinator 
to  Mary  C.  McCall  jr.,  retiring  chairman. 
Francis  S.  Harmon,  executive  vice-chairman 
of  WAC,  received  the  report  at  the  annual 
luncheon  meeting  at  Perino’s  restaurant. 

At  this  meeting,  the  Hollywood  WAC  com- 
mittee for  1944  turned  over  its  duties  to  the 
newly-elected  group  headed  by  John  Crom- 
well, chairman;  Edward  J.  Mannix,  vice- 
chairman,  and  Tom  W.  Baily,  coordinator. 
Balance  of  the  committee  includes: 

Bert  Allenberg,  Fred  W.  Beetson,  Harry 
Brand,  Trem  Carr,  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Em- 
met Lavery,  George  Murphy,  Kenneth  Thom- 
son and  Walter  Wanger.  Flinn  remains  as 
a member  of  the  executive  board. 

Following  the  installation  of  new  officers, 
Taylor  M.  Mills,  chief  of  the  domestic  motion 
picture  bureau  of  the  OWI;  Ted  R.  Gamble, 
national  director  of  the  treasury’s  war  fi- 
nance division,  and  Harmon,  delivered  talks. 
Plans  for  1945  and  a program  of  subjects 
for  films  were  outlined. 


To  Compose  Score  for  "Alter  Ego" 

Bronislau  Kaper  has  been  assigned  to  com- 
pose score  for  Metro’s  “Alter  Ego.” 


CONRAD  NAGEL 


RETURNS  FROM 
RADIO  STARDOM 
for  a GREAT  ROLE! 
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NEW  FILM  BOARD  OFFICERS — Louis  Nizer,  executive  secretary,  and  Mrs. 
Nizer  were  hosts  at  their  home  for  the  installation  of  officers  at  the  N.  Y.  Film 
Board  of  Trade. 

Left  to  right:  Robert  J.  Fannon,  Republic  assistant  sales  manager,  secretary; 
Clarence  Eiseman,  Warners  branch  manager,  first  vice-president;  Joseph  J.  Felder, 
Monogram  branch  manager,  second  vice-president;  Henry  Randel,  Paramount 
branch  manager,  president;  Ralph  Pielow,  M-G-M  branch  manager  and  out- 
going president,  and  now  sergeant-at-arms,  and  David  Levy,  Universal  branch 
manager,  treasurer. 


Dimes  Drive  Pledges 
Attain  14,000  Mark 

NEW  YORK— Some  14,000  theatres  have 
already  pledged  their  cooperation  in  the 
1945  March  of  Dimes  campaign.  This  num- 
ber is  considerably  in  excess  of  the  num- 
ber pledged  at  a corresponding  period  of 
last  year’s  drive. 

Six  more  state  chairmen  reported  they  had 
passed  the  previous  enrollment.  These  in- 
clude Rick  Ricketson,  Colorado;  J.  O.  Brooks 
and  Paul  Schlossman,  Michigan;  Arthur 
Lehman,  Mississippi;  Fred  Schwartz,  Samuel 
Rinzler,  Max  Yellen  and  J.  Myer  Schine,  New 
York;  Moe  Silver,  Ted  Schlanger  and  Sid- 
ney Samuelson,  Pennsylvania,  and  William 
C.  Seers  and  W.  H.  Workman,  Minnesota. 

Circuit  Chairman  Joseph  R.  Vogel  reports 
that  two-thirds  of  all  chains  of  ten  or  more 
theatres  have  pledged  to  book  the  strongest 
attractions  during  the  March  of  Dimes. 

M.  A.  Lightman,  Arkansas,  has  informed 
national  headquarters  that  all  theatres  in 
his  state  except  17  in  small  towns  have  al- 
ready submitted  their  pledges.  State  Chair- 
man I.  J.  Hoffman  of  Connecticut  says  that 
only  about  a dozen  theatres  remain  un- 
pledged. 

Harry  Browning’s  Boston  publicity  com- 
mittee has  placed  coin  boxes  in  every  large 
restaurant  and  cafeteria  chain. 

Arthur  Lehman,  state  chairman  for  Mis- 
sissippi, has  set  a quota  of  $50,000. 

Roscoe  Drissel,  manager  of  Loew’s  State, 
Norfolk,  whose  house  collected  a record  $12,- 
585  last  year,  has  been  appointed  vice-chair- 
man by  the  National  Foundation  for  In- 
fantile Paralysis.  His  campaign  has  been 
accepted  as  a model  for  use  in  the  forth- 
coming drive. 

Benny  Troupe,  O'Connor 
Spark  MOD  Luncheon 

NEW  YORK — Additional  impetus  was 
given  to  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign  at  the 
regular  monthly  lunch  of  the  Celestials,  a 
recently  formed  organization  of  publishers, 
advertising  and  business  men,  held  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  Tuesday.  Basil  O’Connor, 
president  of  the  National  Foundation  for 
Infantile  Paralysis,  in  a brief  and  cogent 
speech,  told  the  several  hundred  persons 
present  of  their  responsibility  in  getting  be- 
hind the  MOD. 

Heading  the  entertainers’  roster,  Jack 
Benny  brought  down  the  house  with  his 
pointed  witticisms  aimed  at  Fred  Allen,  Bob 
Hope,  pictures  and  radio.  Eddie  “Rochester” 
Anderson,  Phil  Harris,  Larry  Stevens  and 
Don  Wilson,  all  members  of  Benny’s  radio 
program,  did  their  share  in  entertaining. 

Paul  Douglas,  master  of  ceremonies,  ex- 
tended the  organization’s  customary  welcome 
to  ten  guests,  members  of  the  armed  forces 
wounded  in  action  and  cited  for  bravery. 
They  were  Pvt.  Richard  F.  Skelton  of  Pel- 
ham, N.  Y.;  Staff  Sgt.  Steve  Seinfeld,  Brook- 
lyn; Pharmacist’s  Mate  Edward  Bykowski, 
Woodside,  N.  Y.;  Apprentice  Seaman  Harold 
Amateis,  Washington;  Marine  Cpl.  William 
Sheehan  jr.,  Brooklyn;  Apprentice  Seaman 
Paul  Mishler,  New  Albany,  Ind.;  Staff  Sgt. 
Joseph  J.  Santucci,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  Sea- 
man Michael  J.  Ryan,  Albany;  Marine  Cpl. 
Robert  J.  Hilsky,  New  York,  and  Marine 
Capt.  Welles  Bliss  of  Glen  Ridge,  N.  J. 


Columbia  Votes  Dividend 

NEW  YORK— The  Columbia  board  of  di- 
rectors declared  a quarterly  dividend  of 
68%  cents  per  share  on  the  $2.75  convertible 
preferred  stock  of  the  company,  payable 
Feb.  15,  1945  to  stockholders  of  record  at  the 
close  of  business  Feb.  1,  1945. 


More  M-G-M-ers  Reach 
New  York  for  Confabs 

NEW  YORK — Two  district  managers,  three 
exploiteers,  three  office  managers  and  one 
assistant  office  manager  will  arrive  at  the 
M-G-M  home  office  Monday  to  spend  a week 
in  conference  with  department  heads. 

Charles  E.  Kessnich,  with  headquarters  in 
Atlanta,  and  Rudy  Berger,  Washington,  D.  C„ 
are  the  district  managers.  The  exploiteers 
are  Ted  Galanter,  Portland  and  Seattle; 
Howard  Herty,  Los  Angeles,  and  W.  New- 
berry, San  Francisco. 

The  office  managers  are  Mrs.  E.  Mitchell, 
Memphis;  Mrs.  Blanche  Carr,  Charlotte,  and 
Mrs.  Amy  Sinclair,  Kansas  City.  Mrs.  Ade- 
line Kerr,  assistant  office  manager  in  Chi- 
cago, is  making  the  trip  in  place  of  Edna 
Frank,  office  manager,  who  attended  the  re- 
cent annual  meeting  of  field  auditors  here. 

Those  who  left  over  the  weekend  were: 
Emery  Austin,  Atlanta;  Mark  Jenkins  of  the 
M-G-M  Showbuilder  traveling  unit,  and  Tedd 
Ferguson,  Memphis,  exploiteers,  and  Helmer 
P.  Mosley,  New  Orleans;  R.  W.  Royalty,  Okla- 
homa City;  G.  A.  Darrick,  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  G.  E.  Weber,  New  Haven. 

Georgia  Governor  Sets 
'Co-Pilot'  Premiere  Day 

MACON,  GA. — Gov.  Ellis  Arnall  of  Georgia 
has  issued  a proclamation  naming  February 
21  “Robert  Lee  Scott — ‘God  Is  My  Co-Pilot’ 
Day.”  The  proclamation  was  issued  in  con- 
nection with  the  world  premiere  of  Warners’ 
film  based  on  the  exploits  of  the  former  Fly- 
ing Tiger  which  will  be  held  here. 

Under  direction  of  City  Manager  Lamarr 
Swift,  a gigantic  billboard  has  been  erected 
in  the  downtown  section  calling  attention  to 
the  number  of  days  until  the  premiere. 


Admission  Price  of  $10  a Seat 
Is  Set  for  "Co -Pilot's"  Bow 

MACON,  GA. — Lamar  Swift,  local  mana- 
ger for  Lucas  & Jenkins  Theatres,  announces 
that  an  admission  price  of  $10,  with  proceeds 
going  to  charity,  has  been  set  for  the  world 
premiere  of  Warners’  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot” 
to  be  held  February  21  at  the  Grand  The- 
atre. 

Souvenir  tickets  in  red,  white  and  blue  will 
be  issued  as  mementos  of  the  occasion,  which 
will  do  honor  to  a returning  home-town  hero, 
Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott,  author  of  the  best 
seller  on  which  the  Warner  film  is  based. 


Liberty  Statue  Serves 
As  a "Dimes"  Center 

NEW  YORK — The  Times  Square  March  of 
Dimes  display  at  the  replica  of  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  will  be  dedicated  at  noon,  January 
25.  Speakers  will  include  Mayor  F.  H. 
LaGuardia,  Basil  O'Connor,  president  of  the 
National  Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis, 
and  Harry  Brandt,  of  the  national  com- 
mittee. 

A large  screen  with  rear-projection  is  be- 
ing erected  by  Lester  Isase  and  M.  D.  O’Brien 
of  Loew’s  projection  department.  The  Greer 
Garson  appeal  trailer  will  be  shown  con- 
tinuously during  the  campaign.  Collections 
will  be  in  charge  of  a different  Broadway 
house  each  day. 

Edward  C.  Dowden,  special  events  chair- 
man, is  planning  a parade  complete  with 
military  bands  and  stars  of  stage  and  screen. 

The  Greer  Garson  trailer  will  be  televised 
over  New  York,  Schenectady  and  Philadel- 
phia stations  during  the  week  of  January 
25-31. 


Harry  Wurtzel,  51,  Dies 
After  Heart  Seizure 

HOLLYWOOD — Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Hollywood  Cemetery  chapel  for  Harry 
Wurtzel,  Hollywood  talent  agent  and  widely- 
known  figure,  who  died  unexpectedly  fol- 
lowing a heart  attack. 

He  was  born  51  years  ago  in  New  York 
and  has  headed  his  own  agency  here  since 
1920.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  in- 
terested in  a production  venture,  a PRC  fea- 
ture titled  “Crime,  Inc.” 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Grace  B.  Wurt- 
zel; a daughter,  Mrs.  Edythe  Ziffren,  who  is 
now  in  Santiago,  Chile,  where  her  husband  is 
attached  to  the  U.S.  embassy  as  a representa- 
tive of  the  coordinator  of  inter-American  af- 
fairs; and  four  brothers,  Sol,  prominent  pro- 
duction executive,  Ben,  Henry  and  Sam. 

Burial  was  in  Beth-Olam  Cemetery. 


"Half  Moon  Street"  Opens 

NEW  YORK — Paramounts’  “The  Man  in 
Half  Moon  Street”  opens  at  the  Rialto  on 
Friday. 
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Oonja  Henie,  soon  to  be  seen  on  the  screen 
^ in  “It’s  a Pleasure,”  the  International 
Pictures  film  released  by  RKO,  is  currently 
appearing  in  her  Hollywood  Ice  Revue  at 
Madison  Square  Garden. 

Robert  Buckner,  Henry  Blanke  and  Ar- 
thur Schwartz,  Warners  producers,  are  in 
town  for  conferences  on  forthcoming  pro- 
ductions. 

Leo  Jaffe,  assistant  treasurer  at  Colum- 
bia, became  the  father  of  a son,  his  third, 
lecently. 

Lester  Cowan,  having  completed  the  film- 
ing of  Ernie  Pyle’s  ‘G.I.  Joe,”  is  in  town 
for  talks  with  Bernard  B.  Kreisler,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  Lester 
Cowan  Productions,  and  several  UA  exec- 
utives. 

Joseph  H.  Moskowitz,  vice-president  and 
eastern  studio  representative  of  20th-Fox, 
has  gone  to  the  coast.  He  will  remain  there 
for  conferences  with  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  com- 
pany president;  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  exec- 
utive head  of  production,  and  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck,  vice-president  in  charge  of  produc- 
tion. 

George  A.  Generalis,  recently  named  for- 
eign press  contact  for  20th-Fox,  was  host  at 
a luncheon  given  by  the  company  to  30 
representatives  of  the  foreign  press,  includ- 
ing publishers,  dramatic  editors  and  adver- 
tising managers  of  all  the  foreign  language 
newspapers  and  magazines  published  in  New 
York. 

Bob  Hope  has  arrived  in  town  from  the 
coast,  and  received  several  awards  in  recog- 
nition of  his  work  in  entertaining  service 
men  all  over  the  globe. 

Edward  Schnitzer,  UA  home  office  exec- 
utive, is  on  a tour  of  the  company's  southern 
exchanges.  He  will  be  gone  about  three 
weeks. 

Dr.  Serge  Bertensson,  former  general  man- 
ager of  the  Moscow  Art  Theatre,  has  been 
signed  by  Constance  Bennett  as  dialog  di- 
rector for  the  film  "Paris  Underground,” 
which  she  is  producing  for  UA  release. 

The  Blue  Ribbon  for  the  best  film  in  Janu- 
ary was  awarded  to  “Tomorrow  the  World” 
by  the  editors  of  Scholastic  Magazines. 

Mrs.  Anna  Rosenberg,  regional  director  of 
the  WMC,  spoke  at  a screening  of  the  new 
WAC  short,  “What’s  Your  Name?”,  a two- 
reeler  made  by  the  request  of  the  war  de- 
partment. The  short  is  considered  of  great 
importance  by  the  WMC  in  recruiting  labor 
for  war  industry.  It  is  being  distributed  by 
20th-Fox. 

Max  Milder,  Warners  managing  director 
in  Great  Britain,  and  Jacob  Wilk,  eastern 
production  manager  for  the  company,  have 
gone  to  the  coast. 

Robert  Buckner,  Warners  producer,  was  in 
town  on  assignment  from  Jack  L.  Warner  to 
confer  with  Herman  Shumlin  on  “Confiden- 
tial Agent”  . . . Moe  Silver,  Warners  zone 
manager  in  Pittsburgh;  Harry  Feinstein  and 
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Ben  Steerman  of  his  staff,  were  here  on  a 
short  visit. 

Lieut.  Robert  Taylor,  USNR,  narrator  of 
20th-Fox's  naval  Technicolor  feature,  “The 
Fighting  Lady,”  is  in  town  accompanied  by 
his  wife,  Barbara  Stanwyck. 

Anne  Baxter  is  in  from  the  coast  . . . Fran- 
ces Gashel,  secretary  to  Arthur  Israel  jr.  of 
Paramount,  was  honored  at  a buffet  dinner 
and  cocktail  party  on  the  eve  of  her  re- 
tirement from  the  business.  The  party  was 
attended  by  Barney  Balaban,  Austin  C. 
Keough,  Edwin  L.  Weisl,  Paul  Raibourn  and 
other  executives. 

Louis  Lober,  assistant  chief  of  the  over- 
seas motion  picture  bureau  of  the  OWI,  was 
confined  to  his  home  for  several  days  be- 
cause of  a heavy  cold. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Sistrom,  wife  of  the  Para- 
mount production  executive,  is  a visitor  from 
the  coast  . . . Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  presi- 
dent of  Universal  International,  is  on  the 
coast  for  conferences  concerning  the  coming 
season's  product  with  Nate  Blumberg,  com- 
pany president.  Seidelman  will  be  on  the 
coast  for  three  weeks,  and  from  there  will 
go  to  Mexico  before  returning  to  the  home 
office. 

Robert  K.  Hawkinson,  assistant  to  Phil 
Reisman,  head  of  RKO  foreign  distribution, 
is  on  a tour  of  exchanges  in  Central  Ameri- 
can countries.  The  trip  will  take  about  six 
weeks. 

A.  A.  Schubart,  manager  of  exchange 
operations  for  RKO,  went  to  the  coast  for  a 
business  trip  . . . Fred  S.  Gulbransen,  RKO 
manager  for  Panama  and  Central  America, 
is  in  town  for  conferences  with  Phil  Reis- 
man. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  vice-president 
and  general  sales  manager,  is  on  a two-week 
vacation  in  Florida  . . . The  group  of  20th- 
Fox  traveling  auditors  who  were  in  town  for 
a conference  recently,  have  returned  to  their 
respective  branches.  Among  them  were  L. 
R.  Antos,  George  F.  Cooper,  R.  Doherty, 
William  Gunzelman,  R.  Hildreth,  E.  S.  Han- 
nahan,  E.  Pelson,  F.  E.  Hinnant,  C.  Wagner, 
M.  Schmalzbach,  B.  Wolff  and  A.  C.  Wilson. 

Joe  Stone  and  Vera  Hardwood  of  Stoler 
and  Co.,  were  married  recently  . . . Henry 
Needles,  Warners  district  manager  in  Hart- 
ford, is  on  a two-week  vacation  in  town. 

Joseph  Bernhard,  Warner  Theatres  gen- 
eral manager,  has  gone  to  the  coast  . . . 
Robert  Lynn  of  the  Roxy  tells  with  pride 
that  his  son,  Robert  A.  Lynn,  member  of  the 
504th  parachute  infantry,  has  been  awarded 
the  Silver  Star  for  gallantry  in  action. 

Max  Milder,  Warners  managing  director  in 
Great  Britain,  and  Jacob  Wilk,  eastern  pro- 
duction manager,  have  arrived  on  the  coast. 

Tom  Connors,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
distribution  for  20th-Fox,  and  W.  C.  Geh- 
ring,  western  sales  manager,  are  back  from 


Takes  a Nap,  Awakens 
Without  His  Shoes 

Jersey  City — After  finishing  his  chores 
at  Skouras’  Rivoli,  T.  “Scotty”  Scott,  por- 
ter, sat  down  in  the  front  row  and  fell 
into  a deep  slumber.  When  he  awoke  15 
minutes  later  his  shoes  were  gone! 

A staff  member  may  have  played  a 
practical  joke.  “Scotty”  now  has  an  extra 
pair  of  shoes  handy  just  in  case. 


Toronto.  They  discussed  company  product 
slated  to  play  the  FPC  circuit  throughout 
Canada  with  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  president  of 
the  circuit  . . . Faye  Emerson,  Warners  star 
who  recently  married  Col.  Elliott  Roosevelt, 
went  to  Washington  to  be  present  at  the 
President’s  inauguration. 

Edward  Levinson,  son  of  Col.  Nathan  Lev- 
inson, head  of  Warners  studio  sound  de- 
partment, has  been  promoted  to  captain  ir 
the  army  signal  corps.  Captain  Levinson  is 
stationed  at  Astoria,  L.  I.  . . . Lieut.  Robert 
Taylor,  USNR,  was  guest  star  on  Kate  Smith’s 
radio  show  recently. 

Frederic  Ullman  jr.,  president  of  Pathe 
News,  was  honored  recently  by  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  for  his  work  in  pro- 
moting tolerance  in  America,  as  exemplified 
by  his  short  subject,  “New  Americans,”  in 
the  “This  Is  America”  series.  Ullman  re- 
ceived a plaque  in  ceremonies  at  the  Es- 
quire Theatre  in  Chicago. 

Nat  Levy,  RKO  eastern  division  sales  man- 
ager, is  on  a southern  tour  in  connection 
with  the  Ned  E.  Depinet  drive.  His  first  stop 
was  Dallas,  with  visits  scheduled  at  New 
Orleans,  Atlanta  and  Philadelphia  on  the 
return  trip  . . . Walter  E.  Branson,  western 
division  sales  manager  for  RKO,  is  bar 
from  a tour,  also  in  connection  with  the 
Depinet  drive. 

Harry  Michaelson,  RKO  short  subjects 
sales  manager,  was  in  Pittsburgh  for  a week 
. . . B.  P.  Fineman,  producer  now  associ- 
ated with  Mary  Pickford,  is  in  town  seeing 
plays  and  meeting  publishers  . . . H.  L 
Richey,  M-G-M  exhibitor  relations  head,  was 
one  of  the  speakers  at  the  North  and  South 
Carolina  Theatre  Owners  sessions  at  Char- 
lotte. 

Tom  Gerety,  editor  of  M-G-M’s  The  Lion’s 
Roar,  is  the  father  of  a son  born  at  Mercy 
Hospital,  Rockville  Center  . . . Janet  Blair, 
star  in  Columbia’s  “Tonight  and  Every 
Night,”  is  seeing  the  Broadway  sights  and 
will  be  on  a number  of  radio  programs  . . . 
Sidney  Kulick,  eastern  division  sales  man- 
ager for  PRC,  is  back  from  a three-week 
tour  of  Albany,  Buffalo,  Pittsburgh  and 
Cleveland. 

Lieut.  James  O’Shea,  son  of  E.  K.  “Ted” 
O’Shea,  M-G-M  eastern  sales  manager,  re- 
cently returned  from  England.  He  is  cred- 
ited with  more  than  300  combat  hours  as 
a fighter  pilot,  and  wears  a DFC  and  an 
Air  Medal  with  five  Oak  Leaf  Clusters. 
Lieutenant  O’Shea  will  spend  his  21-day 
leave  with  his  family  before  reporting  to 
the  redistribution  and  reassignment  center 
in  Miami. 

William  Gleicher  of  the  M-G-M  sales  de- 
partment is  on  a business  trip  which  will 
take  him  to  Kansas  City,  Atlanta,  Washing- 
ton and  Detroit,  after  the  first  stop  in  Chi- 
cago . . . Fred  Finklehoffe,  M-G-M  pro- 
ducer-director, is  in  town  from  the  coast,  and 
is  stopping  at  the  Waldorf. 

A.  A.  Ward,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Altec  Lansing  Corp.,  is  back 
from  the  coast.  He  made  stops  at  Chicago 
and  Washington  en  route  . . . John  F.  Kirby, 
Paramount  district  manager  for  Atlanta,  was 
in  town  for  conferences  with  Charles  M. 
Reagan,  distribution  vice-president,  and  Wil- 
liam Erbb,  eastern  division  manager  . . . 
Lieut.  Tom  Jefferson,  formerly  head  of  ad- 
vertising-publicity for  Paramount  Enter- 
prises, Miami,  and  now  serving  as  assistant 
public  relations  officer  of  the  ferrying  di- 
vision of  the  air  transport  command  in 
Cincinnati,  was  a visitor  in  New  York. 

Guest  shots  on  the  radio  were  made  re- 
cently by  Dorothy  Lamour,  who  appeared  on 
the  Chase  and  Sanborn  program,  and  Brian 
Donlevy,  on  the  Lady  Esther- Screen  Guild 
show. 
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Along  New  York's  Filmrow 


-By  CHARLES  BECKER- 


Broadway  Grosses 
Fall  With  Snows 

NEW  YORK — First  run  grosses  tapered  off 
somewhat  after  the  swollen  receipts  of  the 
holiday  season.  Holdovers  and  a heavy  snow- 
fall contributed.  The  only  new  arrival  was 


Metro’s  “Main  Street  After  Dark”  at  the 
Rialto. 

(Average  is  100) 

Astor — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  7th  wk 180 

Capitol — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show,  4th  wk 140 

Criterion — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  3rd  wk 145 

Hollywood — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

14th  wk 120 

Palace — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  3rd  wk 105 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para), 

plus  stage  show,  3rd  wk 150 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — National  Velvet  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show,  5th  wk 150 

Rialto — Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M) 125 

Rivoli — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  wk 165 

Roxy — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show,  4th  wk 130 

Strand — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  plus  stage 
show,  5th  wk 135 


"Woman"  and  "Pal  Wolf"  Gross  214; 
"Parkington"  Is  Next  With  199 

BUFFALO — “Mrs.  Parkington”  was  a shade 
under  200  at  the  Great  Lakes  in  a good  week 
here,  despite  the  snow.  “The  Woman  in  the 
Window”  and  “My  Pal  Wolf”  at  the  20th 
Century  broke  out  into  the  open  with  214  per 
cent.  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  held  up 
well  in  a second  week  at  the  Buffalo  and 
was  scheduled  to  move  over  to  the  Hippo- 
drome for  a third  downtown  week. 

Buffalo — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 


2nd  d.  t.  wk 104 

Great  Lakes — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M)  199 

Hippodrome — Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M),  re- 
issue; The  Jade  Mask  (Mono) 112 

20th  Century — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO); 

My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO)  214 

Lafayette — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Murder 
in  the  Blue  Hoorn  (Univ),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 102 


"Tokyo"  and  "Meet  Me"  Ring  Bell 
As  Philadelphia  Holdovers 

PHILADELPHIA — Although  there  was  only 
one  major  opening  here  last  week,  “To- 
gether Again”  at  the  Boyd,  the  holdovers  in 
the  downtown  houses  were  grossing  well. 


The  Arcadia  was  dark  this  week  for  re- 
furbishing. 

Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 165 

Boyd — Together  Again  (Col)  150 

Earle — Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M),  plus  Earl  Carroll's 

Vanities  on  stage  125 

Fox — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 170 

Karlton — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para),  2nd  wk 135 

Keith's — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M) 120 

Mastbaum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 125 

Stanley — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

3rd  wk 150 

Stanton — Gypsy  Wildcat  (Univ),  2nd  wk 130 


Coe  to  Resume  Speaking 
On  Industry  Problems 

NEW  YORK — Charles  Francis  Coe,  coun- 
sel of  the  MPPDA,  will  speak  in  Washing- 
ton and  Pittsburgh  as  a continuation  of  the 
series  of  talks  he  began  two  years  ago. 

Coe  will  talk  before  the  20th  Century  Club 
at  Pittsburgh  January  29  on  “Why  a Mil- 
lion Isn’t  Much.”  The  speech  in  Washing- 
ton will  be  made  before  the  Advertising  Club 
January  30  on  “Movies  at  War.”  Audiences 
will  include  civic,  religious  and  educational 
leaders  in  addition  to  club  and  motion  pic- 
ture representatives. 


"Burma"  Release  Feb.  17 

NEW  YORK — Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners’ 
general  sales  manager,  has  set  February  17 
as  the  national  release  date  for  “Objective 
Burma.”  The  film  will  start  a prerelease 
engagement  at  the  New  York  Strand  Janu- 
ary 26. 


PROMINENT  exhibitor  said  the  other 
day:  “Bill  Scully  is  one  of  the  squarest 
shooters  in  the  busi- 
ness as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  successful. 
You  don’t  need  a 
written  agreement 
when  you  make  a deal 
with  him  because  you 
are  sure  to  get  exactly 
what  he  promises;  no 
more,  no  less.”  These 
observations  are  im- 
portant because  they 
symbolize  the  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by 
all  showmen. 

This  exhibitor  was 
referring  to  William  A. 
Scully,  vice-president  and  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Universal,  an  outstanding  sales  exec- 
utive in  an  industry  that  boasts  of  many 
highly-qualified  men. 

Scully,  whose  wavy  hair  is  streaked  with 
gray,  smiled  when  a friend  referred  to  his 
reputation  in  the  trade  as  a “square  shooter.” 
“All  the  credit  for  this  belongs  to  my  late 
brother  Henry,”  he  said.  “It  was  he  who 
taught  me  the  value  of  integrity.”  Henry 
was  his  idol  and  mentor  in  the  early  days. 

His  Personal  Credo 

Hard  work  and  enthusiasm  dominate  his 
personal  credo.  Several  of  his  other  views 
on  industry  fundamentals  are: 

Showmanship  cannot  be  acquired  by 
book  learning.  It  must  be  obtained  the 
hard  way — in  the  school  of  experience. 

Young  people  now  entering  the  indus- 
try have  a world  of  opportunity  before 
them. 

One  of  the  most  important  tasks  of 
older  men  in  positions  of  authority  is  to 
develop  new  executive  timber. 

Every  picture  has  some  angle  of  sales 
appeal  that  can  be  the  instrument  for 
reaching  the  public. 

Exhibitors  can  do  much  to  help  de- 
velop new  personalities. 

“What  can  exhibitors  do  to  foster  new 
personalities?”  Scully  was  asked  and  re- 
plied: 

“We  must  remember  that  at  one  time  Ab- 
bott and  Costello  were  new  names.  If  it 
weren’t  lor  the  pioneering  spirit  of  exhibitors 
who  played  their  first  film,  ‘Buck  Privates,’ 
they  might  still  be  unknown  instead  of  the 
stars  that  they  are.  From  the  beginning, 
we  had  complete  faith  that  Abbott  and  Cos- 
tello would  be  great  stars  and  we  managed 
to  transmit  this  enthusiasm  to  our  customers 

Clerk  for  Grand  Trunk 

“We  had  the  same  experience  with  ‘Mr. 
Big,’  in  which  Donald  O’Connor  and  Peggy 
Ryan  made  their  debuts.  As  with  Abbott 
and  Costello,  the  results  were  the  same.” 

Very  early  in  life,  Scully’s  theme  song  was, 
“I’ve  Been  Working  on  the  Railroad.”  For 
five  years  he  *was  a clerk  for  the  Grand 
Trunk  railroad  in  his  home  town,  Portland, 
Me.,  where  his  brother  Henry  had  worked. 
Until  Henry  left  to  go  into  the  film  business 
in  New  Haven,  the  brothers  were  inseparable. 

Henry  left  Portland  to  work  for  Famous 
Players-Lasky  Co.  in  New  Haven.  Before  he 
left,  he  promised  Bill  he  would  send  for  him 
later.  It  was  not  long  before  the  call  came. 

Bill  began  by  learning  the  difference  be- 
tween one-sheets  and  three-sheets,  toting 
film  cans  and  doing  other  odd  jobs. 

His  Irish  wit  and  smile  and  his  capacity 
for  hard  work  soon  endeared  him  to  his 


boss  who  advanced  him  to  the  rank  of  sales- 
man at  the  magnificent  salary  of  $25  a 
week.  “And,  believe  me,  that  was  big  money 
in  those  days,”  says  Scully. 

He  proved  an  apt  pupil  and  made  rapid 
strides.  When  the  first  world  war  broke 
out,  he  joined  the  colors.  After  the  war,  he 
returned  to  Famous  Players-Lasky  as  a 
salesman  for  western  Massachusetts.  And 
here’s  one  for  Ripley:  His  boss  at  that  time 
was  Joseph  A.  McConville,  now  vice-presi- 
dent of  Columbia’s  foreign  distribution. 

The  habit  of  the  5 a.  m.  reveille  which  he 
acquired  in  the  army,  came  in  handy  when 
he  returned  to  his  job  of  selling  films.  While 
other  salesmen  were  enjoying  a late  morn- 
ing snooze,  the  army-trained  Scully  was  up 
at  the  crack  of  dawn.  He  astounded  many 
an  exhibitor  by  being  Johnny-on-the-spot 
when  the  doors  opened. 

Ed  Golden  Then  District  Chief 

His  zeal  in  selling  and  the  results  he 
achieved  caught  the  observant  eye  of  Ed- 
ward Golden,  producer  of  “The  Master  Race.” 
Golden,  who  was  then  district  manager  for 
American  Features,  Metro’s  New  England 
franchise  holder,  offered  Scully  the  New 
Haven  branch  managership.  The  latter  ac- 
cepted. 

Scully  chuckles  when  he  recalls  what  he 
let  himself  in  for: 

“Business  was  at  a low  ebb.  The  weekly 
take  was  the  princely  sum  of  $75.  You  can 
imagine  the  work  that  had  to  be  done.” 

But  when  this  New  Haven  branch  was 
incorporated  into  the  merged  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer  in  1924  business  was  looking  up. 

Meanwhile,  having  won  the  attention  of 
M-G-M  executives,  he  was  sent  to  St.  Louis 
in  September  1924  to  head  the  branch  of- 
fice. On  a special  assignment,  Scully  re- 
turned to  New  Haven  the  following  year. 

Steady  progress  marked  his  next  three 
years  in  the  Nutmeg  City,  after  which  he 
came  to  New  York  as  the  New  Jersey  branch 
manager.  Then  in  1930  came  his  appoint- 
ment as  eastern  division  sales  manager. 

To  Universal  Post  in  1938 

In  1938  he  was  named  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager  of  Universal.  The 
steady  climb  of  the  company’s  aggregate 
rentals  from  ten  million  dollars  in  1938  to 
32  millions  in  1944  silenced  many  skeptics 
who  thought  Scully  was  making  a mistake 
in  changing  jobs. 

He  plays  as  hard  as  he  works,  devotmg 
much  of  his  leisure  time  to  golf.  He  holds 
the  club  championship  at  Oakland,  Bayside, 
Queens. 


Filmrow  chit  chat:  Four  photogenic  Metro 
office  managers  from  Denver,  Omaha,  San 
Francisco  and  Buffalo,  visiting  New  York, 
were  escorted  about  the  New  York  M-G-M 
exchange  by  branch  executives.  They  in- 
cluded Eleanor  King,  Hazel  Andersen,  Lila 
Goodin  and  Marion  Ryan  . . . Lester  Pol- 
lock, manager  of  Loew’s  Rochester,  tells  of  a 
Rochester  mother  who  sat  through  a news- 
reel three  times.  Her  son,  a German  prisoner 
of  war  captured  in  Aachen,  Germany,  was 
seen  in  the  film. 


“Sonny”  Liggett,  film  buyer  for  the  Island 
Theatre  circuit  was  bedded  with  the  grippe 
. . . 5Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  La  Rocco  are  the 
parents  of  a baby  girl.  He’s  manager  of 
the  Midtown  Theatre,  Broadway  and  100th 
St.  . . . Samuel  Rinzler  will  be  honored  for 
his  war  work  on  behalf  of  the  industry  by 
Cinema  lodge  of  Bnai  Brith.  He  will  be 
presented  a scroll  at  the  next  meeting  at 
the  Hotel  Edison,  January  23. 
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WIN  A *25  bond 

<M  HELP  THE 

MARCH  OF  DIMES 


Flit  OUT 
COKTiST  IlMK 

SNI  0*0?  IT  IK 
TICKET  MX^j 

COKTTST  «0  m 
J*NU#*V  IH 
Lainhfh  wiiIB 
ML1-;- 


DIMES  SHOWMANSHIP — Jerry  De  Rosa,  manager,  and  Sam  Coolick,  pub- 
licity man,  at  the  Paradise  Theatre,  The  Bronx,  are  applying  showmanship  to 
their  March  of  Dimes  campaign.  This  simple  stunt  is  proving  a whirlwind  aid  to 
the  collections. 


WASHINGTON 


TlTarner  Theatres:  Isabel  Baugh,  secretary 
to  Charles  McGowan,  contact  depart- 
ment, left  Warners  to  join  her  husband,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  Norfolk,  Va.  Mrs. 
Baugh’s  position  will  be  given  Nancy  Mc- 
Dowell, former  secretary  to  Nat  B.  Browne. 

Anne  De  Mello,  WB  publicity  department, 
will  take  over  as  secretary  to  Nat  Browne 
. . . Harry  Anger,  Nat  Glasser,  Charles  Mc- 
Gowan, and  Esther  Flood  have  been  ill. 

Neal  Coogan,  Warners  home  office,  is 
spending  three  weeks  in  the  Washington  of- 
fice taking  over  the  duties  of  Charles  Mc- 
Gowan, who  is  ill. 

Sidney  Alexander,  director  of  publicity  for 
Columbia  Pictures,  paid  a recent  visit  to 
Frank  LaFalce. 

Thalhimer’s  940-seat  Centre  Theatre  in 
the  Fairlington  section  of  Alexandria,  Va., 
will  open  February  8 with  George  McQuinn, 
St.  Louis  Brown’s  first  baseman,  as  manager. 
The  building  has  two  stores  and  a parking 
lot. 

Charley  Hurley’s  impersonation  of  Hardie 
Meakin  at  the  Meakin  stag  dinner  was  a 
riot  and  most  enjoyed  by  Meakin  himself. 
To  the  dinner  came  Ned  Depinet,  Bob 
Mochrie,  Major  Thompson,  Harry  Mandel, 
Walter  Mirisch,  Jim  Brennan,  and  Terry 
Turner  from  the  RKO  home  office. 

Harry  Martin,  who  appeared  at  Loew’s 
Capitol  last  week,  brought  greetings  from 
20th-Fox  Inspector  Helen  Inglee,  who  is  im- 
proving in  Will  Rogers  Memorial  Hospital. 

District  Manager  S.  E.  Applegate,  Univer- 
sal, is  expected  next  week  for  conferences 
with  Manager  Max  Cohen. 

Republic’s  branch  manager,  Jake  Flax,  has 
returned  from  New  York  where  he  attended 
a regional  sales  meeting.  Incidentally,  he  is 


slated  for  a trip  to  the  Hollywood  studios. 
Nephew  George  Flax,  in  England,  has  been 
promoted  to  a captain. 

The  Sidney  Lusts  are  vacationing  in  Flor- 
ida with  brother  Ben  and  the  missus  leaving 
on  Friday  for  Miami. 

Albertha  “Mac”  McConnell  is  back  at  her 
desk  after  a siege  of  illness.  Brother  Tommy, 
in  the  merchant  marine,  cabled  that  he  ar- 
rived at  his  destination. 

Alice  Weinberg,  Bedford  and  Buena  Vista, 
was  in  town. 

Bert  Herman  is  managing  Lust’s  Cameo, 
Mount  Rainier.  Clifton  Buck  replaces  him  at 
the  Marlboro,  upper  Marlboro. 

Universal’s  Margaret  Foster  is  fighting  a 
cold  . . . Capt.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Kun,  son-in- 
law  and  daughter  of  the  Max  Cohens,  are 
visiting  here  en  route  to  Arizona. 

On  the  sick  list  at  Paramount  are  Flor- 
ence Carden  and  Howard  Chisolm. 

Don  Womack,  assistant  to  Wade  Pearson, 
has  gone  to  the  Blue  Ridge  Sanatorium  for 
several  months. 

At  RKO  Eva  Catania  is  sick  . . . New  clerk 
is  Nina  Woodruff  . . . Ira  Sichelman’s  Boro 
Theatre  in  Woodsboro,  Md.,  will  open  in 
February. 

At  Columbia  Lillian  Levy  has  returned 
after  a long  illness  . . . Ellen  Tindall  has 
been  promoted  from  the  inspection  depart- 
ment to  the  general  office. 

Gert  Epstein,  PRC  booker,  is  a new  aunt 
. . . Danny  Rosenthal,  PRC  office  manager, 
goes  to  the  hospital  next  week  for  a tonsil- 
lectomy. 

Donald  Salkeld  is  new  at  Ben  Lust  Theat- 
rical Supply  . . . Sam  Epstein  has  returned 
to  New  York. 


CLASS  DISTRIBUTION  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  SOUTH  — thru 
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Elizabeth  Klein,  Republic  inspctor,  is  back 
after  a siege  of  illness  . . . D.  H.  Covington, 
Ashland  Theatre,  Ashland,  Va.,  was  in  on  one 
of  his  rare  visits  to  Filmrow. 

Jerry  Murphy,  20th-Fox  salesman,  has  been 
appointed  captain  of  the  new  anniversary 
drive  which  is  to  be  celebrated  during  April 
. . . Bobby  David  is  the  new  poster  clerk 
with  John  Stewart  the  new  assistant  shipper. 


Showmen  in  Capital 
Given  Bond  Awards 

WASHINGTON— John  Marcon,  manager  of 
Warners’  Colony,  will  receive  a $100  war 
bond  for  the  theatre  having  the  highest  per- 
centage of  bond  sales  over  the  set  quota 
for  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive,  according  to 
A.  Julian  Brylawski,  president  of  the  MPTO 
of  D.  C.,  who  offered  the  prize,  and  chair- 
man of  the  award  committee. 

A prize  of  $100,  contributed  by  A.  E.  Licht- 
man,  chairman  of  the  theatre  unit  of  Wash- 
ington, will  go  to  Jack  Foxe,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Columbia,  for  the  best  over-all  job 
done  by  an  area  chairman.  An  area  chair- 
man has  supervision  of  a group  of  theatres. 
Foxe  supervised  the  downtown  first  runs. 

Lichtman  put  up  three  additional  prizes 
which  were  awarded  as  follows:  A $50  bond 
to  George  Shepp  for  making  the  best  show- 
ing as  a nonwinner;  and  a $25  bond  award 
each  to  Thomas  S.  Proctor  of  the  Raphael 
and  James  E.  Washington  of  the  Rosalia. 

Other  prize  awards  by  the  Motion  Picture 
Theatre  Owners  follow:  Fred  McMillan,  man- 
ager Warners’  Earle,  and  James  Glennon, 
manager  Warners'  Metropolitan,  captured  the 
$50  and  $25  bond  awards,  respectively,  for 
being  the  two  downtown  theatre  managers 
with  the  best  showing.  Harry  Bachman, 
Circle;  Charles  Clark,  Atlas;  Harry  A.  Mark 
sr„  Village;  L.  Wineland  jr.,  Highland;  Al- 
vin J.  Campbell,  Lincoln;  Bert  Herman, 
Marlboro,  and  W.  C.  Land  of  the  Silver, 
will  receive  $50  bond  awards. 

Walter  Cannon  of  the  Central;  Julian 
Lewis,  Kennedy;  Crawford  Rhoads,  Sena- 
tor; R.  J.  Yerak,  Newton;  William  Ward, 
Congress;  G.  J.  Miller,  Republic;  Albert  Pohl, 
Laurel,  and  J.  H.  Hiser  of  the  Hiser,  will  re- 
ceive $25  war  bond  awards. 

FDR#s  Birthday  Fete 
Stars  Are  Selected 

WASHINGTON— Rita  Hayworth  was  the 
first  feminine  star  selected  to  attend  the 
Washington  celebration  of  the  President’s 
birthday,  January  29-30,  according  to  the 
President’s  birthday  committee. 

The  first  male  star  announced  was  Gary 
Cooper,  with  many  more  stars  to  be  chosen 
as  participants  in  the  activities. 

Visiting  stars  will  be  in  Washington  on 
Sunday,  January  28.  The  following  night 
they  will  be  guests  at  an  official  dinner  at 
the  Mayflower  Hotel.  Later  they  will  ap- 
pear at  the  midnight  shows  at  the  Earle, 
Capitol  and  Howard  theatres. 

And  on  Tuesday  all  the  stars  will  visit  the 
birthday  balls,  making  appearances  at  the 
Shoreham,  Statler,  Wardman  Park,  Willard, 
Mayflower  and  Washington  hotels  as  well 
as  the  Lincoln  Colonnade  and  the  Stage 
Door  Canteen. 

Berlin,  Md.,  Club  Elects 
Harry  Lee  Moller  Again 

BERLIN,  MD. — Harry  Lee  Moller,  civic 
leader  and  operator  of  the  local  Globe  and 
New  theatres  and  the  Diamond,  Selbyville, 
Del.,  was  re-elected  president  of  the  Berlin 
Business  Men’s  Ass’n  at  its  annual  banquet 
last  Tuesday  night. 

This  honor  came  in  recognition  of  Moller’s 
leadership  during  1944  in  sponsoring  11  major 
civic  projects  here.  He  was  the  first  trade 
group  leader  on  the  eastern  shore  to  inaugu- 
rate a definite  program  for  the  celebration 
of  VE-Day,  particularly  of  the  capture  of 
Germany’s  capital. 

Moller,  in  early  vaudeville  days,  was  a 
tightwire  walker. 
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The  "shorts”  she  sees  at  the  movies  are  a The  non-stop  War  Bond  and  Stamp  drive  Many  a WAC  made  up  her  mind 

big  help  to  the  family  purchasing  agent.  by  exhibitors  has  brought  in  millions.  to  enlist  . . . "at  the  movies.” 


Informational  "shorts”  remind  the  housewife  The  movie  houses  of  America  sent  thou-  The  movies  “sell”  the  kids  on  getting  in  the  scrap 

that  kitchen  fat  is  indispensable  to  victory.  sands  of  blood  donors  to  the  Red  Cross.  — and,  what’s  more  important,  keep  them  sold. 


WE’VE  all  been  in  this  war  so  deeply,  and  for  so 
long,  that  it’s  hard  to  remember  back  to  the  days 
when  we  thought  that  wars  were  fought  by  fighting  men 
alone.  One  of  the  most  important  and  most  effective  of 
the  "recruiting  officers”  who  are  making  this  everybody’s 
war  is  the  motion  picture  exhibitor. 

Hundreds  of  hours  of  theater  time  have  been  contrib- 
uted to  the  showing  of  films  designed  to  enlist  men  and 
women  for  the  war  plants  ...  to  recruit  for  the  armed 
services,  the  merchant  marine,  and  similar  organizations 
. . . to  help  fight  inflation  ...  to  keep  the  scrap  tin  coming 
in,  and  the  kitchen  fat  and  waste  paper  rounded  up. 

Millions  have  been  collected  for  the  War  Funds.  And 
when  it  comes  to  selling  War  Bonds  and  War  Stamps, 
the  exhibitors,  their  cashiers,  and  their  volunteer  work- 
ers not  only  have  smashed  quotas  right  and  left  during 
the  drives,  but  have  kept  the  money  rolling  in  when  the 
going  is  toughest — in  between  the  drives. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
FORT  LEE  CHICAGO  HOLLYWOOD 


Every  war  drive 
counts  heavily 
on  the  exhibitor 


'One.  of  a. series  of 
advertisements  by 
KODAK  testifying  to 

the  achievements  of 
the  movies  at  war 
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Disney  Shows  Increase 
In  His  Net  Earnings 

HOLLYWOOD — Walt  Disney  Productions 
showed  an  increase  in  net  earnings  of  $54,- 
751.01  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1944,  as  compared  with  the  previous  fiscal 
year,  it  was  revealed  by  the  company’s  an- 
nual report  just  issued. 

Net  income  for  the  year,  the  report  showed, 
after  provision  for  income  taxes  of  $221,000 
and  provision  for  additional  losses  on  inven- 
tories of  $307,735  amounted  to  $486,287  as 
compared  with  a net  income  of  $431,536  for 
the  preceding  fiscal  year  in  which  no  pro- 
vision was  required  for  income  taxes  and  in 
which  provision  of  $250,000  was  made  for  pos- 
sible inventory  losses. 

Receipts  from  the  1944  reissue  "Snow  White 
and  the  Seven  Dwarfs,”  originally  released  in 
1937,  accounted  for  a substantial  portion  of 
the  year’s  net  income. 

Operations  during  the  year  produced  an  in- 
crease of  $711,642  in  the  excess  of  current 
and  working  assets  over  current  liabilities  as 
compared  with  an  increase  of  $614,274  last 
year.  Bank  loans  were  reduced  during  the 
year  by  $914,806  to  a balance  at  Sept.  30,  1944, 
of  $527,847. 

Costs  of  operations  for  the  year  reflected 
a substantial  increase  attributed  chiefly  to 
heavy  wartime  labor  turnover,  the  loss  of 
certain  skilled  personnel  to  the  armed  forces 
and  the  necessity  of  maintaining  flexible  pro- 
duction schedules  to  accommodate  the  de- 
mands of  governmental  agencies  for  training 
films. 

"SYWA"  Opening  Strongly 
In  Many  Foreign  Spots 

NEW  YORK — Judging  by  cabled  reports 
from  key  cities  in  Asia  and  Latin  America, 
"Since  You  Went  Away”  bids  fair  to  dupli- 
cate abroad  its  success  in  this  country.  The 
Selznick  film  opened  recently  in  Havana, 
Lima,  Buenos  Aires,  Bombay  and  Calcutta 
and  is  reported  doing  record  business  wher- 
ever shown. 

Premieres  in  the  above  key  spots  were  gala 
affairs,  attended  by  government  and  diplo- 
matic officials,  as  well  as  the  elite  of  society, 
stage,  screen  and  radio.  Critics  were  lavish 
in  praise  of  the  United  Artists  release. 

"Canteen"  60%  Over  Par 
In  350  Engagements 

NEW  YORK — Warners’  "Hollywood  Can- 
teen” is  running  60  per  cent  above  normal 
in  extra  playing  time  in  its  first  350  en- 
gagements. 

In  places  like  Harrisburg  and  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Springfield,  111.,  and 
other  spots  where  the  usual  run  is  one  week, 
the  picture  completed  three  weeks.  In  Read- 
ing Pa.,  Dayton  and  other  situations  where 
the  run  is  usually  two  or  three  weeks  for 
a top  film,  “Canteen”  completed  a fourth 
week. 


Joseph  Lane  Dead 

NEW  YORK — Joseph  Lane,  46,  brother  of 
Morris  and  Louis  Lane,  theatre  operators  and 
film  carrier  heads,  died  at  his  home  in  Flat- 
bush  last  Friday.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 

Funeral  services  were  attended  by  hun- 
dreds of  relatives  and  friends  at  the  Mid- 
wood Chapel,  Brooklyn.  Burial  was  in  Long 
Island.  Lane  was  not  connected  with  the 
industry. 


Russell  Kimball  to  New  Contract 

Russell  Kimball,  art  department  head,  has 
been  inked  to  a new  contract  at  Republic. 


SEES  “WINGED  VICTORY ’—Man- 
ager Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Loew-Poli 
Theatre,  New  Haven,  greets  Pfc.  Arthur 
B.  Holmes,  on  furlough,  who  was  in  New 
Haven  for  the  opening  of  “Winged  Vic- 
tory.” 

Holmes  made  his  stage  debut  in  Los 
Angeles  when  the  road  company  of 
“W’inged  Victory”  started  its  tour  of  the 
country. 

Leo's  Beauly  Contest 
Reaching  Conclusion 

NEW  YORK — Commemorating  M-G-M’s 
20-year  milestone  the  “Miss  Anniversary 
Bathing  Beauty  Contest”  reached  its  final 
stage  last  week.  From  more  than  5,000  con- 
testants appearing  in  person  on  the  stages  of 
250  theatres  200  communities  have  selected  27 
finalists  to  compete  for  three  prizes  of  $500, 
$300  and  $200  respectively. 

Sponsored  in  collaboration  with  the  Swim 
for  Health  Ass’n,  the  contest  has  proved  of 
benefit  to  exhibitors  of  “Bathing  Beauty” 
in  more  than  200  cities.  Typical  of  the 
ticket-selling  exploitation  was  the  promotion 
in  Columbus;  there  the  Columbus  Star  gave 
daily  publicity  to  the  contest  and  featured 
a series  of  full-page  layouts  on  local  en- 
trants. In  other  towns  leading  stores  each 
sponsored  their  own  contestants  and  pub- 
licized them  through  store  windows,  news- 
paper ads,  radio  and  other  channels. 

In  scores  of  cities  the  contest,  in  addition 
to  receiving  the  sponsorship  of  local  news- 
papers, had  the  complete  cooperation  of  park 
departments,  swimming  pools,  defense  plants 
and  leading  stores.  Usually  the  contest  was 
a community  affair  and  the  winner  was 
awarded  the  title  of  the  city,  such  as  Miss 
Milwaukee,  Miss  Oakland  or  Miss  Waco. 

Oscar  Morgan  Tells  Pep 
Club  About  Cartoons 

NEW  YORK — How  Paramount  cartoons  are 
made  in  the  company’s  Famous  Studios,  here, 
was  explained  by  Oscar  A.  Morgan,  general 
sales  manager  of  shorts,  at  a meeting  of 
the  Paramount  Pep  Club. 

Morgan  said  that  “shorts  to  a greater 
degree  than  features,  speak  universal  lan- 
guage and  therefore  will  be  even  more  im- 
portant when  the  world  markets  open  up.” 

Russell  Holman,  head  of  Paramount’s  east- 
ern production  department,  presided,  intro- 
ducing Sam  Buchwald,  executive  in  charge 
of  the  Famous  Studios;  Graham  Place,  chief 
animator,  and  Joseph  Stoltz  of  the  story 
department.  Each  step  in  the  production  of 
cartoons  was  explained  with  the  aid  of 
sketches  and  charts. 

J.  L.  Brown,  president  of  the  club,  and 
Irving  Singer,  chairman  of  the  entertain- 
ment committee,  were  in  charge  of  the  pro- 
gram. 


Schiffrin  Says  French 
Film  Outlook  Is  Good 

NEW  YORK — French  films  can  have  great 
success  in  the  U.S.  and  be  widely  distributed 
if  they  are  of  high  quality  and  outstanding 
merit.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Simon  S. 
Schiffrin,  representative  of  the  film  division 
of  the  French  Ministry  of  Information,  and 
is  based  on  the  reception  accorded  to  several 
films  which  Schiffrin  has  screened  for  indus- 
try representatives  both  in  the  east  and  on 
the  coast. 

Schiffrin  has  recently  returned  from  Holly- 
wood. He  was  accompanied  by  Pierre 
Blanchar,  president  of  the  underground 
French  cinema  committee  during  the  days 
of  the  Nazi  occupation.  Together  they 
screened  “Liberation  of  France,”  a documen- 
tary on  the  work  of  the  FFI  in  ridding  Paris 
of  the  Germans,  and  two  features  made  dur- 
ing the  occupation,  "Pontcarrel”  and  “Goupy 
Mains  Rouges,”  for  an  industry  group  on  the 
coast.  Included  were  producers,  stars,  ex- 
ecutives and  technicians.  Schiffrin  said  all 
were  enthusiastic  about  the  pictures. 

Schiffrin  and  Blanchar  will  return  to 
France  early  in  February  to  report  on  their 
activities  and  observations  to  Jean  Painleve, 
director  of  the  cinema,  and  Pierre  Henri 
Teitgen,  minister  of  information  for  the 
French  government. 

Blanchar  said  that  he  had  established 
many  contacts  with  writers  and  technicians 
on  the  coast,  and  hoped  to  correspond  with 
these  men  in  the  future  for  the  mutual  inter- 
change of  ideas  in  the  production  of  films. 

Schiffrin  and  Blanchar  expect  to  return  to 
the  U.S.  in  about  two  months. 


Clark  T.  Brown  Dead 

NEW  YORK — Clark  T.  Brown,  member  of 
Paramount’s  legal  department,  was  found 
dead  while  serving  on  volunteer  duty  with 
the  coast  guard  in  the  New  York  area.  In 
announcing  his  death,  Austin  C.  Keough, 
vice-president  and  general  counsel  of  Para- 
mount, said:  “The  news  of  Brown’s  death 
was  shocking  and  distressing  to  us  ...  He 
was  a very  able  and  valued  member  of  our 
legal  department  . . .” 


NFB  Screens  16mms 

NEW  YORK— The  National  Film  Board 
of  Canada  presented  a program  of  three 
16mm  shorts  before  educators,  picture  exec- 
utives and  trade  press  representatives  here 
on  January  18.  The  subjects,  “Let’s  All  Sing 
Together,”  “Fighting  Sea  Fleas”  and  “Arctic 
Hunters,”  were  well  received. 


Condon  Signs  This  Week 

NEW  YORK— This  Week,  the  Sunday  sup- 
plement which  has  the  Herald-Tribune  as 
its  New  York  outlet,  has  retained  Richard 
Condon,  Inc.,  as  consultant  to  the  editorial 
departments. 


Mrs.  Studer  to  Goldwyn 

NEW  YORK — Samuel  Goldwyn  has  named 
Mary  Curtis  Studer  as  assistant  director  of 
east  coast  publicity  in  charge  of  magazine 
and  radio  contacts.  Mrs.  Studer  has  been 
director  of  radio  publicity  and  special  events 
for  the  Red  Cross  and  has  been  a radio 
commentator  and  actress. 


Bookers  to  Hold  Installation 

NEW  YORK — The  Motion  Picture  Book- 
ers Club  of  New  York  held  its  annual  in- 
stallation of  officers  at  the  400  Club,  Fifth 
Ave.  and  43rd  St.,  January  20.  The  slate 
is  headed  by  President  George  Trilling,  who 
was  recently  re-elected. 
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Tent  ll's  Progress 
In  Year  Amazing 

WASHINGTON— Rudolph  Berger,  welfare 
chairman  of  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  11,  has 
filed  his  report  for  the  committee’s  activi- 
ties during  the  year. 

It  contains  the  following  information: 

A dressing  sterilizer  was  provided  for  the 
delivery  room  at  Homeopathic  Hospital,  a 
new  projector  and  amplifier  were  purchased 
for  shutin  screenings  and  a new  ambulance 
was  presented  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  addition,  a contribution  was  made  to 
the  Boys  Club  of  Washington  and  recrea- 
tional games  were  provided  Gallinger  and 
Upshur  St.  hospitals. 

A $5,000  war  bond  was  purchased  for  Tent 
ll’s  adopted  infant  John  Variety  to  pro- 
vide for  his  education  at  the  age  of  16. 

Recreation  rooms  were  furnished  at  Fort 
Meade,  Md.,  for  negro  soldiers  and  Russian 
war  relief  kits  were  filled. 

A special  glaucoma  clinic  also  was  estab- 
lished at  Episcopal  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hos- 
pital with  $6,000  earmarked  for  the  develop- 
ment of  this  project.  A trained  medical, 
social  worker  was  engaged  at  the  clinic  to 
review  all  patients  examined  and  carry  out 
medical  recommendations  for  a two-year 
period. 

Educators  at  Screening 
Of  'The  Three  Caballeros' 

NEW  YORK— More  than  1,300  members  of 
the  Visual  Aids  Institute  for  Teachers  at- 
tended a special  showing  of  Walt  Disney’s 
“The  Three  Caballeros”  at  the  American  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  History  last  week.  The  edu- 
cators seemed  impressed  by  the  manner  in 
which  Disney  has  captured  the  moods,  music 
and  background  of  Brazil  and  Mexico. 

Of  equal  interest  to  the  institute  members 
was  the  advance  shown  in  screen  technique 
by  the  forthcoming  RKO  Radio  release.  Dis- 
ney has  perfected  a means  whereby  living- 
persons  and  cartoon  characters  act  simul- 
taneously on  the  screen. 

Ray  Wylie  Named  New  UA 
Manager  in  New  Haven 

NEW  YORK— Ray  Wylie,  United  Artists 
Buffalo  salesman,  has  been  promoted  to 
New  Haven  branch  manager.  During  his 
12  years'  connection  with  the  company  he 
has  worked  in  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Louis  and 
Buffalo  branches. 

Wylie  succeeds  William  S.  Shartin,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  Buffalo.  Morton 
Magill,  former  Pittsburgh  manager,  has 
been  shifted  to  the  Philadelphia  office  where 
he  succeeds  Harry  Bodkin,  resigned. 

Jack  Wrege  has  been  appointed  assistant 
to  J.  J.  Unger,  western  division  manager. 


Hold  Triple  First  Run 

WASHINGTON — A very  unusual  occur- 
rence here,  Warners’  “Hollywood  Canteen” 
has  been  held  over  for  a third  week  day- 
and-date  at  the  Earle  and  Ambassador  thea- 
tres. As  a rule,  pictures  are  first  run  simul- 
taneously in  the  two  houses  for  the  initial 
week  and  sometimes  the  second  week. 


Joseph  Curtis  a Father 

NEW  YORK — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Curtis 
are  the  parents  of  a six-pound  son  born  in 
Lenox  Hill  Hospital.  The  father,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Weiss  & Geller,  now  on  leave  in  the 
marine  corps,  is  the  son  of  Jack  Cohn,  execu- 
tive vice-president  of  Columbia. 


Check  Into  "Dragonwyck" 

Walter  Huston  and  Spring  Byington  have 
checked  into  20th-Fox’s  “Dragonwyck.” 


Air  Show  Spans  Nation 
To  Renew  Friendship 

San  Francisco — A long-forgotten  bill 
came  home  and  the  friendship  of  two 
World  War  I shipmates  was  renewed 
here  because  of  Tom  Breneman’s  im- 
pulsive habit  of  interviewing  on  the  air 
any  photographer  taking  pictures  of 
Breakfast  at  Sardi’s  in  action. 

It  all  happened  during  the  November 
26  war  bond  broadcast  of  Breakfast  at 
Sardi’s  from  the  Fox  Theatre  in  San 
Francisco.  August  Sponagel,  who  was 
taking  pictures  of  the  broadcast  for  KGO 
and  the  Fox  Theatre,  had  moved  to  the 
front  of  the  stage  for  a shot  of  Tom.  As 
the  flash  bulb  popped,  Breneman  hailed 
Sponagel  to  the  mike  and  interviewed  the 
slightly-balding  Sponagel,  whom  he 
dubbed  “Curly.” 

Just  at  the  moment  Sponagel’s  voice 
was  sounding  forth  across  the  nation  via 
the  Blue  Network’s  200  stations,  John 
Elmer,  a mail  carrier  in  Deposit,  N.  Y., 
paused  in  his  work  long  enough  to  tune 
in  the  radio  program  and  heard  the  voice 
of  his  World  War  I shipmate,  whom  he 
hasn’t  seen  since  1919. 

With  the  help  of  the  San  Francisco 
postmaster,  Sponagel  received  a letter 
from  Elmer,  including  much  reminiscing 
about  old  times  and  a dollar  bill. 

“You  may  not  remember  it  but  I owe 
you  the  dollar  that  is  enclosed  from  way 
back  in  1919  when  we  were  down  the 
beach  below  Portsmouth  on  that  party,” 
wrote  Elmer. 


Screen  "Together  Again" 
For  Press,  Radio  Women 

WASHINGTON— It  was  a field  day  for 
women  at  Warners’  screening  room  Friday 
when  the  femmes  saw  Columbia’s  “Together 
Again.”  The  special  screening  was  arranged 
for  newspaper  and  radio  personalities,  in- 
vited to  “come  and  see  the  hat” — an  original 
John  Frederic’s  creation  worn  by  Irene  Dunne 
in  the  picture. 

Among  those  invited  were  Evelyn  Hayes, 
Pat  Simmons,  Helene  Kravadze,  Margaret 
Nowell  of  the  Star;  Genevieve  Reynolds,  Mal- 
vina Lindsay,  Martha  Ellyn,  Mary  Haworth, 
Arietta  Weimer  of  the  Washington  Post, 
Alice  James,  Washington  Daily  News;  Vir- 
gila  Stephens,  Helen  Essary,  Austine  Cas- 
sini, Peter  Carter,  Frances  Troy  Northcross 
of  the  Times-Herald,  Martha  Kearney,  In- 
ternational News  Service;  Ruth  Crane,  sta- 
tion WMAL;  Elinor  Lee,  WTOP;  Eleanor 
Howard,  WOL;  Beatrice  Gudridge,  WTOP; 
Nancy  Osgood,  WRC. 


Pollock  Writes  Book 

NEW  YORK — “Your  Baby,  Sir,”  a satire 
on  an  expectant  father  written  by  Louis 
Pollock,  former  advertising  and  publicity  di- 
rector for  UA,  will  be  published  in  the  fall 
by  the  World  Publishing  Co.  It  will  be  il- 
lustrated by  one  of  the  country’s  outstanding 
cartoonists. 


"Moscow  Skies"  Opens 

NEW  YORK — “Moscow  Skies,”  Soviet  film, 
has  followed  another  Russian  feature,  “The 
Rainbow,”  into  the  Stanley.  It  was  pro- 
duced at  the  Mosfilm  studios  and  is  being 
released  in  the  U.S.  by  Artkino. 


"Window"  Opens  Jan.  25 

NEW  YORK— “The  Woman  in  the  Win- 
dow,” second  of  International  Pictures  four 
productions  for  RKO  Radio  release,  will  have 
its  premiere  at  the  Palace  January  25. 


Robert  Taylor's  Fans 
Swamp  the  Victoria 

NEW  YORK — So  saturated  was  the  met- 
ropolitan area  with  news  of  the  personal 
appearance  of  Lieut.  Robert  Taylor,  USNR, 
at  the  premiere  of  20th-Fox’s  “The  Fighting 
Lady”  at  the  Victoria  that  scores  of  fan 
letters  began  to  be  delivered  as  soon  as  the 
house  opened.  The  fan  mail  continued 
throughout  the  day.  The  outpouring  was 
somewhat  unusual  for  a Broadway  house 
where  gushing  notes  at  a motion  picture 
theatre  are  uncommon. 

Scores  of  young  women  admirers  of  the 
film  star  now  in  active  service  in  the  navy 
telephoned  to  confirm  the  news  that  he  was 
going  to  appear  in  person  at  the  formal 
opening  Wednesday  night.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  Barbara  Stanwyck,  on 
his  trip  to  New  York  for  the  premiere.  Tay- 
lor handles  the  commentary  in  the  film. 

"U"  Turns  Out  Special 
Durbin  Film  Booklet 

NEW  YORK — The  January  8 issue  of  Uni- 
versal’s house  organ  Progress  is  devoted  en- 
tirely to  Deanna  Durbin’s  first  Technicolor 
production,  “Can’t  Help  Singing.”  Advertis- 
ing men  who  have  seen  it  have  been  gen- 
erous in  their  praise  of  the  high  standards 
of  art,  layout  and  typography. 

The  front  cover,  in  full  color,  bears  a like- 
ness of  Miss  Durbin  garbed  in  the  lace  dress 
she  wears  in  the  film.  Page  two  contains 
quotes  from  reviews  in  the  trade  and  lay 
press.  A black  and  white  photo  of  Miss 
Durbin  graces  page  three.  The  rest  of  the 
magazine  is  profusely  illustrated  with  scenes 
from  the  film  and  photos  of  the  personalities 
responsible  for  the  production. 

Various  radio,  magazine  and  newspaper 
tieups  are  outlined  and  promotion  hints  to 
exhibitors  are  given.  Morris  Alin  is  editor 
of  the  publication. 

Preview  Beery  Picture 
At  Lakehurst  Air  Base 

LAKEHURST,  N.  J.— Rear  Adm.  Charles 
E.  Rosendahl,  USN,  acted  as  host  to  30  news- 
paper, magazine  and  syndicate  writers  at  the 
U.S.  naval  air  station’s  advance  showing  of 
M-G-M’s  “This  Man’s  Navy.”  Four  thousand 
enlisted  men  and  officers  also  attended  the 
preview  of  the  Beery  feature,  many  of  them 
appearing  in  the  footage  photographed  here. 

Prior  to  viewing  the  picture,  representatives 
of  the  press  toured  the  base  and  dined  at 
the  officers’  club.  The  Beery  vehicle  was  well 
received. 

Pix  Theatre  Co.  Opens 
New  Virginia  Theatre 

NEW  YORK — Samuel  Cummins,  general 
manager  of  the  Pix  Theatre  Co.,  last  week 
announced  opening  of  the  circuit's  new  High 
Theatre,  Portsmouth,  Va.  The  circuit  now 
has  six  theatres  in  operation  and  another 
under  construction  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

The  company  plans  to  complete  two  the- 
atres in  Philadelphia  and  one  in  Long  Beach 
during  1945. 

Century  6th  War  Loan 
Sales  Top  7 Million 

NEW  YORK  — Century  circuit,  operating 
theatres  in  Brooklyn  and  Long  Island,  sold 
more  than  $7,000,000  in  bonds  during  the  Sixth 
War  Loan.  Outstanding  in  this  total  was 
the  achievement  of  Miss  Helen  Beckerman 
of  the  Elm  Theatre,  who  sold  $753,675  in  war 
bonds,  a record  for  a house  with  a seating 
capacity  of  less  than  1,000. 
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Krim  Clearance  Case 
Dropped  After  Trial 

NEW  YORK — In  a clearance  action  brought 
by  Sol  Krim  on  behalf  of  the  Krim  Theatre, 
Highland  Park,  Mich.,  in  the  Detroit  tribunal, 
Arbitrator  Paul  W.  Voorhies  dismissed  the 
complaint  brought  against  the  major  dis- 
tributors. Twentieth-Fox  was  eliminated 
from  the  proceedings  by  stipulation. 

In  his  opinion,  said  the  arbitrator,  he  does 
not  have  the  right  or  authority  “to  grant  the 
relief  requested  by  the  complainant  in  lieu 
of  a showing  that  a prior  run  theatre,  in  this 
instance  the  Palmer  Park,  has  deliberately 
delayed  the  booking  of  pictures  or  the  show- 
ing of  pictures  after  availability.  The 
proofs,  including  the  many  exhibits  intro- 
duced, do  not  show  that  any  unreasonable, 
certainly  not  any  deliberate,  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  management  of  Palmer  Park  had  oc- 
curred.” 

Intervenors  were  the  Palmer  Park  Thea- 
tre Co.  and  Highland  Park  Theatre  Co. 

In  a corrected  opinion,  the  appeal  board 
took  cognizance  of  a slight  error  in  the  ad- 
mission prices  of  one  of  the  theatres  that 
figured  in  an  arbitration  action  brought  last 
year  by  Richard  P.  Ernst  Realty  Co.,  operat- 
ing the  Ernst  Theatres,  Covington,  Ky., 
against  Loew’s,  RKO  and  20th-Fox. 

Louis  Wiethe,  an  intervenor,  made  an  ap- 
plication for  the  reopening  of  the  case  on  the 
basis  of  the  error.  The  appeal  board  cor- 
rected the  error,  but  denied  Wiethe’s  applica- 
tion for  a reopening  of  the  action  says  that 
it  does  not  alter  the  facts  in  any  material 
way. 

New  Orleans  Clearance, 
Run  Complaints  Filed 

NEW  YORK — A combination  clearance 
and  some  run  complaint  has  been  filed 
against  20th-Fox  in  the  New  Orleans  tribunal 
by  R.  J.  Brunet,  owner  of  the  Imperial 
Theatre,  according  to  AAA  headquarters. 

He  alleges  that  the  company  fails  to  li- 
cense product  except  on  the  basis  of  fourth 
run.  Brunet  also  charges  unreasonable  clear- 
ance in  that  he  follows  the  Bell  by  15  days 
which,  in  turn,  follows  by  75  days  United 
Theatres’  Arcade  and  Rivoli.  The  last-named 
theatres  play  60  days  after  the  downtown 
New  Orleans  first  runs,  he  states. 

Brunet  seeks  reduction  of  the  Arcade  and 
Rivoli’s  clearance  over  the  Bell  from  75  to  30 
days. 

Five  Warner  Theatre  Men 
Shifted  in  New  Jersey 

NEW  YORK — Five  promotions  have  just 
been  made  by  Frank  J.  Damis,  zone  mana- 
ger, among  Warner  circuit  men  in  New 
Jersey. 

Edward  Batlan  of  the  Branford  Theatre, 
Newark,  has  been  named  district  manager. 
He  succeeds  Robert  M.  Paskow,  who  has  been 
moved  to  the  Warner  home  office  to  handle 
commercial  tieups  on  films. 

Louis  Stein  of  the  Regent,  Elizabeth,  takes 
over  the  Branford  post.  Maurice  Ingram, 
former  manager  of  the  Sanford,  Irvington, 
succeeds  Stein  in  Elizabeth  and  is  replaced 
in  Irvington  by  Edward  Kane  from  the 
Cranford  Theatre,  Cranford.  J.  Conheim  goes 
to  the  Cranford. 


PRC  Dates  "Nugent" 

NEW  YORK— PRC  will  release  “The  Spell 
of  Amy  Nugent,”  British  film  featuring  Derek 
Farr  and  Vera  Lindsey,  on  February  10.  The 
picture  was  released  in  England  as  “Spell- 
bound.” 


Boy  Finds  Roxy  Balloon 
And  Will  Receive  $500 

New  York — A young  upstate  New  York 
farmer  is  §500  richer  and  20th-Fox  re- 
ceived reams  of  publicity  when  a bar- 
rage balloon  moored  atop  the  Roxy  to 
exploit  “Winged  Victory”  broke  loose 
during  a gale  and  was  found  upstate  after 
an  extensive  search. 

The  blimp,  which  had  seen  service  in 
the  Anzio  and  Normandy  invasions,  had 
been  borrowed  from  the  U.S.  maritime 
service  barrage  balloon  school.  It  was 
aloft  only  24  hours  when  a gale  tore  it 
loose.  Before  it  was  recovered,  newspa- 
pers and  radio  stations  maintained  day- 
to-day  reports  on  developments  in  the 
search. 

It  was  finally  found  ten  miles  north  of 
Fallsburgh,  N.  Y.,  by  Charles  Phelps, 
19-year-old  farmer  searching  in  the 
woods  for  his  dog.  He  will  receive  the 
award  on  a nationwide  radio  hookup 
during  this  month. 

Nine  Prerelease  Spots 
To  'Song  to  Remember' 

NEW  YORK— Columbia  has  booked  “A 
Song  to  Remember”  for  prerelease  engage- 
ments in  nine  important  key  centers.  They 
are:  Orpheum,  San  Francisco;  Roxy,  Oak- 
land; Loew’s  Orpheum  and  State,  Boston; 
RKO  Capitol,  Cincinnati;  RKO  Orpheum, 
New  Orleans;  Loew’s  State,  St.  Louis;  Lafay- 
ette, Buffalo;  Hill  Street  and  Pantages,  Los 
Angeles,  and  Palace,  Dallas. 

The  picture,  produced  by  Sidney  Buch- 
man,  is  in  Technicolor  and  costars  Paul  Muni 
and  Merle  Oberon.  It  is  being  sold  apart 
from  the  Columbia  program. 


Jules  Levey  to  Produce 
Two  for  UA  This  Year 

NEW  YORK — Jules  Levey  will  produce  two 
films  for  United  Artists  release  this  year. 
The  first,  a Technicolor  production  tenta- 
tively titled  “Homesteaders,”  is  based  upon 
the  best-selling  novel,  “Trail  Town,”  by  Ern- 
est Haycox.  Shooting  is  slated  to  start  in 
the  spring.  A name  cast  to  be  headed  by  a 
feminine  star  is  planned.  The  director  will 
be  named  later. 

Levey  will  release  details  of  his  second 
production  following  his  arrival  on  the  coast. 

The  producer  said  that  the  10  per  cent  cut 
in  raw  stock  allocated  by  the  War  Produc- 
tion Board  would  undoubtedly  affect  the  en- 
tire industry. 


Warners  Buys  Tour  Daddy' 

NEW  YORK — Warners  has  purchased  the 
screen  rights  to  “Your  Daddy  Did  Not  Die,” 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  A.  Poling,  which  was 
published  last  fall  by  Greenberg,  book  pub- 
lisher. Warners  plan  to  produce  the  film  in 
the  fall. 

The  book  is  a tribute  to  four  army  chap- 
lains, one  of  them,  the  Rev.  Clark  V.  Poling, 
son  of  the  author.  The  latter  gave  his  own 
lifebelt  to  a soldier  without  one  and  went 
down  with  the  transport  Dorchester  when  she 
was  torpedoed  by  a German  submarine  off 
Greenland. 


Unger  to  West  Coast 

NEW  YORK — J.  J.  Unger,  western  division 
manager  for  UA,  left  Wednesday  to  inspect 
the  exchanges  under  his  supervision  and  to 
conduct  district  sales  meetings  in  Chicago, 
St.  Louis  and  San  Francisco.  He  expects  to 
return  to  the  home  office  in  about  four 
weeks. 


Loew's  Theatre  Bond 
Sales  to  $17,000,000 

NEW  YORK — Loew’s  theatres  sold  a total 
of  $20,863,605  in  bonds  during  the  Sixth  War 
Loan.  Of  this  amount,  $17,080,900  were  E 
bonds  and  the  balance  F and  G bonds.  A 
total  of  211,843  bonds  were  represented. 

A1  Weiss,  manager  of  the  Pitkin  Theatre, 
and  his  staff  led  all  of  the  Loew’s  theatres 
by  selling  $923,450  in  E bonds.  In  addition 
the  Pitkin  sold  $219,300  in  F and  G bonds. 
Walter  Heiber  of  the  Boro  Park  came  in 
second  with  a total  of  $690,450.  Others  fin- 
ished as  follows: 

Herman  Landwehr,  Capitol  Theatre,  Broad- 
way, third,  $679,425;  American,  Gilbert 
Marbe,  manager,  fourth,  $634,050;  Mrs.  Louise 
Leonard,  Astor,  fifth,  $449,950;  Jerry  De- 
Rosa, Paradise,  sixth,  $426,300;  Ken  Gratton, 
46th  Street,  seventh,  $404,300;  Sam  Pearl- 
man,  Kameo,  eighth,  $348,500;  Martin  Rosen- 
burgh,  Commodore,  ninth,  $345,550,  and  Leo 
Sidosky,  Fairmount,  tenth,  $305,175. 

Roscoe  Drissel  of  the  Norfolk  Theatre,  Nor- 
folk, led  the  out-of-towners  with  a total  of 
$535,450  in  sales.  Others  in  the  higher  brack- 
ets included: 

Howard  Burkhardt,  State,  Cleveland,  $451,- 
825;  Gene  Ford,  Capitol,  Washington,  $432,- 
150;  Angie  Ratto,  Palace,  Washington,  $310,- 
950;  Harry  Greenman,  Pittsburgh,  $306,350; 
Jack  Foxe,  Columbia,  Washington,  $275,200; 
Brock  Whitlock,  Richmond,  $199,950;  Sam 
Gilman,  Harrisburg,  $196,900;  Frank  Henson, 
Akron,  $157,125,  and  Carl  Rindeen,  Buffalo, 
$116,000. 

Paramount's  Bond  Sales 
Over  Quota  by  279% 

NEW  YORK — Exceeding  the  treasury  de- 
partment quota  by  279  per  cent,  Paramount 
executives  and  employes  in  this  area  pur- 
chased $663,140  worth  of  bonds  during  the 
Sixth  War  Loan,  Edward  A.  Brown,  drive 
chairman,  informed  the  Paramount  Pep  Club 
at  a meeting  at  the  home  office. 

Brown  said  that  the  combined  total  of 
sales  in  the  metropolitan  area,  including  pur- 
chases by  subsidiaries  and  outside  sales  cred- 
ited to  Paramount,  amounted  to  $7,063,900. 
This  does  not  include  sales  made  to  Para- 
mount Theatre  patrons. 

Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  the  board,  was 
presented  a citation  by  John  Whitney  Rich- 
mond, deputy  manager  of  the  state  war  fi- 
nance committee,  on  behalf  of  the  employes. 
The  citation  states  that  the  amount  of  bonds 
purchased  during  the  campaign  is  sufficient 
to  purchase  an  eight-car  hospital  train. 

“We  all  keenly  feel  our  obligation  and 
pledge  to  continue  to  do  our  level  best  in  the 
future,”  said  Zukor  in  accepting  the  honor. 

Richmond  also  presented  a citation  to 
Brown  who,  in  turn,  presented  treasury  ci- 
tations to  employes  who  performed  outstand- 
ing work  in  selling  bonds. 

"Canteen"  Tieup  Is  Set 
For  Shoe  Shop  Chain 

NEW  YORK  — Arrangements  have  been 
completed  whereby  137  Edison  shoe  stores, 
a nationwide  chain,  will  accord  full  window 
displays  to  Warners’  “Hollywood  Canteen.” 
The  displays  will  be  used  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  the  local  openings. 

Uniform  displays  have  been  designed  for 
all  of  the  windows  including  a 40  by  60  cen- 
ter panel  of  Joan  Leslie  and  regular  acces- 
sories on  the  film,  namely  a large  silk  ban- 
ner, stills  of  the  stars  appearing  in  the  pic- 
ture and  other  attractive  material. 

The  tieup  includes  exploitation  of  the  film 
and  stars  in  national  magazines  and  local 
newspaper  advertising. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Year's  War  Efforts 
Told  in  HVC  Report 

Recapitaulation  of  one  phase  of  Holly- 
wood’s contribution  to  the  war  effort  during 
1944  disclosed  a total  of  45  special  motion 
picture  subjects  were  produced  as  part  of  the 
WAC-OWI  film  program  for  the  year.  In- 
volved in  the  projects  were  12  studios,  24 
producers,  13  directors,  30  writers  and  57 
actors  and  actresses. 

The  figures  were  revealed  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  Hollywood  WAC  issued  by 
John  C.  Flinn,  coordinator,  for  Mary  C.  Mc- 
Call jr.,  chairman.  The  report  was  presented 
to  Francis  S.  Harmon,  executive  vice-chair- 
man of  WAC,  at  the  annual  luncheon  meet- 
ing. 


Work  Turned  Over  to  New  Group 

At  the  meeting,  the  Hollywood  WAC  com- 
mittee for  1944  turned  over  its  duties  to  the 
1945  group  headed  by  John  Cromwell,  chair- 
man; Edward  J.  Mannix,  vice-chairman,  and 
Tom  W.  Baily,  coordinator. 

The  new  committee:  Bert  Allenberg,  Fred 
W.  Beetson,  Harry  Brand,  Trem  Carr,  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  Emmet  Lavery,  George  Mur- 
phy, Kenneth  Thomson  and  Walter  Wanger. 
Flinn  remains  as  a member  of  the  execu- 
tive board. 

Following  the  installation,  talks  were 
made  by  Taylor  M.  Mills,  chief  of  the  OWI 
domestic  motion  picture  bureau;  Ted  R. 
Gamble,  national  director  of  the  war  finance 
division  of  the  treasury  department,  and 
Harmon.  Plans  for  1945  were  discussed  and 
a program  of  subjects  outlined. 

Flinn  Thanks  Organizations 

In  his  report,  Flinn  paid  tributes  to  “the 
invaluable  and  ever-enthusiastic  assistance” 
of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences,  Artists  Managers  Guild,  Ass’n  of 
Motion  Picture  Producers,  California  The- 
atre Council,  Independent  Motion  Picture 
Producers  Ass’n,  Hollywood  Victory  Commit- 
tee, Hollywood  Writers  Mobilization,  public 
information  committee,  Screen  Actors  Guild, 
Screen  Directors  Guild,  Screen  Writers  Guild 
end  the  Society  of  Independent  Motion  Pic- 
ture Producers,  and  to  Stanton  Griffis,  for- 
mer chief  of  the  OWI  bureau  of  motion  pic- 
tures, and  his  successor,  Taylor  M.  Miils; 
George  J.  Schaefer,  chairman,  Herman 
Gluckman,  treasurer,  and  Harmon. 

The  films  produced  as  a voluntary  war  ef- 
fort and  requested  by  various  governmental 
agencies  varied  in  length  from  50  to  2,000 
feet  and  were  made  for  the  army,  navy,  ma- 
rine corps,  treasury  department,  the  Red 
Cross,  the  National  War  Fund,  Inc.,  the 
women’s  army  corps  and  other  bureaus  and 
groups,  and  varied  from  the  “zip  your  lip” 
campaign  to  recruitment  for  nurses’  aides. 

The  subjects  were  made  by  Columbia,  Les- 
ter Cowan,  Walt  Disney,  Metro,  Paramount, 
RKO,  Republic,  David  O.  Selznick,  20th-Fox, 
Universal,  Walter  Wanger  and  Warner  Bros., 
and  were  released  through  the  distributor 


division  of  WAC’s  16,000  members  of  the 
theatre  division. 


Those  Who  Assisted 


Producers  who  assisted  in  the  program 
were: 


Arnold  Albert 
Charles  Brackett 
Lester  Cowan 
Milton  Feld 
Bernard  Fineman 
Gordon  Hollingshead 
Col.  Jason  S.  Joy 
Ray  Klune 
Reginald  LeBorg 
Perry  Lieber 
Charles  Lootens 
Hugh  McCollum 


William  Meiklejohn 
Eugene  O'Neil 
William  Russell 
David  O.  Selznick 
Joseph  Sistrom 
Walter  Wanger 
Harry  M.  Warner 
Jack  L.  Warner 
Frank  Whitbeck 
James  Wilkinson 
Allen  Wilson 
Carey  Wilson 


DIRECTORS 


Ed  Bernds 
Edward  Dmytryk 
Leslie  Fenton 
Leo  Forbstein 
Gaston  Glass 
Alfred  Hitchcock 
Erie  C.  Kenton 


John  Larkin 
Arthur  Lubin 
Leroy  Prinz 
James  Tinling 
Maurice  Tourneur  jr. 
Joseph  Youngerman 


WRITERS 


Tom  Baily 
Earl  Baldwin 
Henry  ’Blankfort 
James  Bloodworth 
Harold  Buchman 
Frank  Davis 
Howard  Dimsdale 
Robert  Faber 
Howard  Harris 
Edmund  L.  Hartmann 
Herman  Hoffman 
Robert  Lees 
Mel  Levy 
Philip  Lewis 
S'tephen  Longstreet 


Emanuel  Manheim 
Mary  C.  McCall 
Carl  Nater 
Leonard  Neubauer 
S.  J.  Perelman 
Fred  Rinaldo 
Tess  Slesinger 
Louis  Solomon 
Capt.  Milton  Sperlina 
Charles  L.  Tedford 
Joe  Weil 
Glenn  Wheaton 
Frank  Whitbeck 
Carey  Wilson 
Syd  Zelinka 


STARS 


Edward  Arnold 
Jimm  Bannon 
Lionel  Barrymore 
Jeanne  Bates 
William  Bendix 
Olive  Blakeney 
Humphrey  Bogart 
Charles  Brackett 
Eddie  Bracken 
James  Brown 
James  Cagney 
Jack  Carson 
Charles  Coburn 
Lois  Collyer 
Charles  Cooper 
Bing  Crosby 
Cecil  DeMille 
Brian  Donlevy 
Deanna  Durbin 
Jimmy  Durante 
Leon  Errol 
John  Garfield 
Benny  Goodman 
and  his  orchestra 
Cary  Grant 
Susan  Hayward 
Jean  Hersholt 
Bob  Hope 
John  B.  Hughes 
Betty  Hutton 


Harry  James 
Jennifer  Jones 
Alan  Ladd 
Veronica  Lake 
Pfc.  William  Lundi- 
gan,  U.S.M.C. 

Ida  Lupino 
Jimmie  Lydon 
Irene  Manning 
Fredric  March 
Herbert  Marshall 
Pat  McGeehan 
Dorothy  McGuire 
Garry  Moore 
Dennis  Morgan 
Ruth  Nelson 
George  Nokes 
Martha  O'Driscoll 
Harold  (Gildersleeve) 
Peary 

Ann  Revere 
Ginger  Rogers 
Charles  Ruggles 
Rosalind  Russell 
Frank  Sinatra 
Milburn  S'fone 
Gayne  Whitman 
Soencer  Tracy 
Charles  Winninger 
Robert  Young 


Marcella  Napp  to  20th 
As  Le  Maire  Assistant 

Marcella  Napp,  formerly  with  David  O. 
Selznick,  has  joined  20th-Fox  as  assistant  to 
Rufus  Le  Maire,  executive  talent  director. 
Previous  to  her  association  with  Selznick  as 
talent  consultant,  Miss  Napp  was  with  the 
William  Morris  office  and  Metro  casting 
department. 


800  Workers  Solicit 
For  the  Polio  Fund 

Eight  hundred  volunteer  fighters  in  the 
infantile  paralysis  campaign  were  in  action 
on  the  two-week  collection  among  studio  and 
allied-industry  employes.  Chairman  Fred  S. 
Meyer  has  asked  for  a more  generous  re- 
sponse than  was  given  last  year. 

“This  is  a march  of  dollars,  not  of  dimes,” 
said  Meyer.  “It  is  a cause  to  which  every 
industry  worker  should  contribute,  and  of 
which  any  industry  worker  may  be  a bene- 
ficiary. Several  studio  employes  and  numer- 
ous members  of  studio  families  have  been 
cured  of  infantile  paralysis  through  treat- 
ment made  possible  by  the  foundation. 

Cash  Receipt  Books  to  Colonels 

“The  money  that  we  give  goes  not  only  for 
actual  treatment  of  the  stricken  but  for  the 
training  of  more  nurses  in  the  method  of 
treatment  and  for  medical  research  toward 
preventing  the  disease.” 

Through  the  campaign  colonels,  cash  re- 
ceipt books  have  been  distributed  to  the 
hundreds  of  captains  working  in  all  unions, 
guilds  and  other  industry  groups. 

Precampaign  contributions  were  reported 
at  a meeting  held  at  the  Hotel  Roosevelt. 

Precampaign  Donations  Received 

While  Chairman  Meyer  discussed  plans 
with  the  colonels,  donations  were  announced 
from  the  conference  of  studio  unions,  the 
basic  agreement  unions,  the  Paramount  Stu- 
dio Club  and  members  of  the  transportation 
department  at  20th-Fox. 

Speakers  at  the  meeting  included  Edward 
Arnold,  executive  vice-president  of  the  per- 
manent charities  committee;  Lucile  Web- 
ster Gleason,  Screen  Actors  Guild;  and  W.  M. 
Bishop,  representing  Joseph  M.  Schenck. 
state  chairman  for  the  Infantile  Paralysis 
Foundation,  Inc.  Tributes  were  paid  to  Greer 
Garson  and  Frank  Whitbeck,  star  and  pro- 
ducer of  the  infantile  paralysis  trailer  being 
used  in  the  nationwide  campaign.  Meyer  an- 
nounced that  Whitbeck  will  provide  prints 
of  the  trailer  to  all  studios  wishing  to  show 
it  with  daily  rushes  or  other  screenings. 

Thomas  Moulton  Is  Elected 
To  the  Research  Council 

Thomas  Moulton,  head  of  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn’s  sound  department,  has  been  elected 
vice-chairman  of  the  research  council  of  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences.  Y.  Frank  Freeman  is  chairman  of 
the  council.  Selection  of  Moulton  for  the 
vice-chairmanship  was  made  by  the  council’s 
executive  representatives  who  are:  Freeman; 
D.  J.  Bloomberg,  Republic;  Bernard  Brown, 
Universal;  Stephen  Dunn,  RKO;  Farciot 
Edouart,  Paramount;  E.  H.  Hansen,  20th- 
Fox;  John  Livadary,  Columbia;  Douglas 
Shearer,  Metro  and  Moulton. 
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Chandler  Will  Write 
Paramount  Story 

Paramount  had  a newcomer  to  report,  an 
untitled  whodunit  which  will  be  written  by 
Raymond  Chandler,  America’s  successful  de- 
tective story  novelist,  whose  works  include 
“The  Big  Sleep,”  “Farewell,  My  Lovely”  and 
“Lady  in  the  Lake.”  John  Houseman  will 
produce  . . . Roy  Rowland  has  been  set  to 
direct  Metro’s  “Death  in  the  Doll’s  House,” 
murder-mystery  story,  being  scripted  by  Wil- 
liam Ludwig  from  the  original  yarn  by  Law- 
rence P.  Bachman  and  Hannah  Lee.  Rob- 
ert Sisk  will  produce. 

RKO  Radio  has  signed  Edward  Eliscu  and 
Ben  Barzman  to  script  the  tentatively  titled 
“Faithfully  Yours,”  based  on  an  original 
story,  “Male  and  V-Mail”  by  Brian  Marlow 
and  Patterson  McNutt.  Scheduled  for  pro- 
duction by  Ardian  Scott,  story  is  a comedy- 
drama  of  what  happens  when  all  members 
of  a bomber  crew  come  home  on  leave  to  date 
their  pin-up  girl — who  turns  out  to  be  some- 
body else.  It  is  a new  addition  to  the  Gower 
Street  studio’s  program.  Another  newcomer 
at  the  same  studio  will  be  “For  Love  Only,” 
which  Frederick  Kohner  has  been  set  to 
script  for  Producer  John  H.  Auer.  Based  on 
a true  happening,  the  plot  concerns  a flier 
who,  after  a two-year  absence,  spends  a 
highly  secretive  furlough  with  his  wife,  re- 
turns to  his  base  without  anyone  knowing 
he  has  been  home,  subsequently  learns  that 
he  is  to  become  a father. 

Also  at  RKO  Radio,  Gordon  Douglas  has 
been  assigned  to  direct  “First  Man  Into 
Tokyo.”  Jack  Gross  is  executive  producer  . . . 
David  O.  Selznick  has  set  William  Dieterle  to 
direct  the  Technicolor  Biblical  epic,  “The 
Scarlet  Lily,”  which  will  star  Ingrid  Bergman 
as  Mary  Magdalene.  Selznick  will  produce 
the  picture  personally  . . . First  directing  as- 
signment for  Joe  Santley,  recently  signed  to 
long-term  contract  by  Warner,  following- 
termination  of  his  Republic  contract,  will  be 
“Shadow  of  a Woman.”  from  the  novel  by 
Virginia  Perdue.  Heading  the  cast  will  be 
Alexis  Smith  and  Helmut  Dantine  . . . Charles 
Marion  has  been  signed  by  Columbia  to  write 
the  screenplay  for  “Hayfoot,  Strawfoot,”  mu- 
sical which  will  star  Judy  Canova. 

Will  Cowan  has  been  assigned  as  associate 
producer  for  a new  Universal  feature  musical, 
“Rockin’  the  Band.”  Robert  Brode  is  writing 
the  screenplay  ...  At  the  same  studio,  John 
Grant  and  Edmund  L.  Hartmann  will  be  co- 
producers of  the  next  Abbott  and  Costello 
comedy,  “Naughty  Nineties.”  Jean  Yarbrough 
will  direct  . . . Sigmund  Neufeld  has  loaned 
Sam  Newfield  to  Alexander-Stern  to  direct 
the  PRC  production,  “Undercover  Girl,”  fea- 
turing Mary  Beth  Hughes.  Helen  Martin 
scripted  the  story. 

Victor  Hammond  has  been  assigned  by 
Monogram  Producer  Lindsley  Parsons  to  pre- 
pare the  film  adaptation  of  “Black  Market 
Babies,”  Woman’s  Home  Companion  story 
purchased  as  part  of  the  1944-45  program. 

Josef  von  Sternberg  Joins 
Selnick  Organization 

Josef  von  Sternberg  has  joined  the  pro- 
duction staff  of  Selznick  International  and 
Vanguard  pictures  and  his  services  will  be 
available  to  Selznick  directors  in  whatever 
capacity  each  sees  fit.  He  starts  work  im- 
mediately and  will  be  subordinate  to  both 
producers  and  directors.  Von  Sternberg’s 
most  recent  film  was  “An  American  Small 
Town,”  for  the  OWI. 


Lifts  Jeanne  Bartlett's  Option 

Metro  has  lifted  Jeanne  Bartlett’s  option 
for  two  years. 


Hollywood 
At  War 


The  March  of  Dimes  campaign  became 
temporarily  the  first  order  of  business  for 
the  industry’s  soldiers  in  grease  paint.  Added 
to  the  group  of  top  stars  set  by  the  Holly- 
wood Victory  Committee  for  the  1945  Presi- 
dent’s birthday  ball  at  Washington  was  Gary 
Cooper,  scheduled  to  take  part  in  the  cele- 
bration January  29-30  which  climaxes  the 
annual  infantile  paralysis  drive.  On  the 
same  date,  four  stars  will  take  part  in  a four- 
network  broadcast  on  which  the  President  is 
scheduled  to  appear.  The  stars,  to  be  cut 
in  from  Hollywood,  are  Judy  Garland,  Bing 
Crosby,  Frank  Sinatra  and  Edgar  Bergen. 

Ginger  Rogers,  Frank  Sinatra  and  Fibber 
McGee  and  Molly  were  set  by  HVC  for  a 
double-barrelled  entertainment  appearance 
for  the  armed  forces.  With  Arthur  Q.  Bryan, 
Harry  Mitchell  and  Mel  Blanc,  they  recorded 
an  armed  forces  radio  service  GI  Journal 
transcription  for  overseas,  and  at  the  same 
time  played  to  GI  visitors  at  the  Hollywood 
Canteen. 

Two  troupes  of  volunteers  left  on  USO- 
Camp  Shows  tour  routes  covering  hospitals 
and  other  installations.  Diana  Lynn  flew 
out  for  a ten-day  trip  opening  at  Newport, 
R.  I.  naval  hospital.  Patty  McCarthy  and 
June  Carlson  left  to  open  at  the  Aviation 
cadet  center  hospital  at  San  Antonio,  Tex., 
with  appearances  scheduled  through  January 
31  at  Bastrop,  Tex.,  Longview,  Shreveport, 
La.,  Gainesville,  Tex.,  Wichita  Falls,  Min- 
eral Wells,  Abilene  and  El  Paso. 

A USO-Camp  Shows  troupe  played  two 
California  installations,  Inyokern  naval  ord- 
nance test  station  and  29  Palms  naval  air 
station.  A1  Pearce  headed  the  troupe,  with 
Arline  Harris,  the  Smart  Set,  Patricia  Lynn, 
Danny  Beck,  Joyce  Oliver,  Edith  Evans  and 
Ray  Mayer. 

Kenny  Baker  headlined  a show  at  the 
Santa  Monica  army  air  force  redistribution 
station,  with  Dick  Lane,  Valentine  and 
Evelyn,  Wally  West,  Paul  Garrett,  Iris  and 
Pierre,  Gloria  Fay,  Marion  Schiller  and 
Marion  Bell. 

Lena  Horne,  Johnny  Mercer,  the  King  Sis- 
ters and  Garry  Moore  waxed  a Mail  Call 
transcription  for  overseas  transmission. 

A cast  of  14  entertainers  was  set  to  give 
a two-way  performance  for  the  armed  forces 
overseas.  Players  recorded  a Command  Per- 
formance and  their  performance  was  filmed 
by  army  pictorial  service  cameramen  for 
overseas  distribution  in  16mm  form.  Head- 
liners of  the  show  were  Janet  Blair,  Linda 
Darnell,  Lina  Romay,  Jimmy  Durante,  Andy 
Devine,  Jack  Teagarden,  Arthur  Treacher, 
Hugh  Herbert,  William  Gargan,  Alan  Hale, 
Allen  Jenkins,  Ed  Brophy,  Sterling  Holloway 
and  Ken  Carpenter  . . . Martha  O’Driscoll, 
Francine  Fay,  Beryl  Cuff  and  Sid  Marion 
played  to  patients  at  the  Torrance  army 
hospital. 


Jack  Cutting  Elected 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  foreign  com- 
mittee of  the  Motion  Picture  Society  for  the 
Americas,  Jack  Cutting  of  Disney  Studio  was 
elected  chairman  to  succeed  William  Gor- 
don, RKO,  resigned.  The  society  later  in 
the  week  gave  a luncheon  for  Carlos  Chavez, 
prominent  Mexican  composer-conductor,  cur- 
rently in  California  as  a guest  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Symphony  Orchestra.  Musical  di- 
rectors and  their  aides  from  all  studios  at- 
tended. 


Featured  Role  in  “Lady  on  Train" 

The  top  featured  role  in  Universal’s  “Lady 
on  a Train”  has  been  give  Jacqueline  De  Wit. 


"Man's  Navy"  Debut 
At  Wingfool  Lake 

The  world  premiere  of  Metro’s  “This  Man’s 
Navy”  will  be  held  at  Wingfoot  Lake,  near 
Akron,  Ohio,  February  8.  At  the  Lakehurst, 
N.  J.,  lighter-than-air  base,  a special  show- 
ing of  the  picture  was  arranged  for  Ad- 
miral C.  E.  Rosendahl,  officers  and  enlisted 
men. 

The  first  world  preview  ever  held  for  con- 
suls of  all  United  Nations  took  place  in  Hol- 
lywood when  more  than  30  foreign  consular 
representatives  gathered  to  view  a special 
showing  of  “When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again,” 
PRC  feature.  Producer  Leon  Fromkess  was 
present. 

Universal  Chiefs  Lead 
Cross-Country  Treks 

Universals’  welcome  mat  got  a workout  as 
cross-country  treks  by  home  office  and  stu- 
dio executives  became  more  numerous  than 
at  any  time  during  the  past  several  weeks. 

W.  A.  Scully,  general  sales  manager;  J.  H. 
Seidelman,  foreign  sales  manager;  A.  J. 
O’Keefe,  western  sales  manager,  and  Maurice 
A.  Bergman,  eastern  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  of  Universal  Pictures,  Inc., 
arrived  in  Hollywood  from  New  York  to  con- 
fer with  studio  officials.  Bergman  will  huddle 
with  John  Joseph,  national  advertising  and 
publicity  director,  on  laying  out  special  cam- 
paigns on  coming  releases. 

Metro  was  entertaining  a pair  of  its  home 
office  biggies;  Nicholas  Schenck,  president  of 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  and  Howard  Dietz,  national  di- 
rector of  advertising  and  publicity. 

Henry  Blanke  ankled  the  Warner  lot  for 
brief  vacation  at  Palm  Springs  before  leav- 
ing for  New  York  where  he  will  attend  the 
world  premiere  of  his  latest  producing  ef- 
fort. Meanwhile,  the  Burbank  film  foundry 
dusted  off  the  red  carpet  for  Max  Milder, 
WB’s  English  representative,  and  Jacob  Wilk, 
eastern  story  editor. 

Alfred  Hitchcock  returned  from  England 
and  New  York  and  started  preparation  for 
his  next  assignment  for  Selznick  Interna- 
tional. Barret  McCormick,  advertising  and 
publicity  chief  for  RKO,  returned  to  his 
Gotham  headquarters  following  studio  con- 
ferences and  gandering  new  product. 

George  D.  Burrows,  Monogram  vice-presi- 
dent and  treasurer,  returned  to  his  office  at 
the  studio  in  Hollywood. 

Steve  Edwards,  eastern  publicity  director  for 
Republic,  was  huddling  with  Les  Kaufman 
who  performs  a similar  chore  for  the  studio. 

In  for  conferences  at  the  studio  was  Jo- 
seph Moskowitz,  20th-Fox  home  office 
executive. 

Wally  Westmore,  head  of  Paramount  stu- 
dio’s makeup  department,  returned  after  r 
three-week  business  trip  to  New  York. 

Sol  Lesser  left  for  Manhattan  to  make 
additional  distribution  arrangements  for  his 
forthcoming  musical  specials.  While  in  New 
York  Lesser  also  will  try  to  arrange  for  a 
trip  to  Paris  in  connection  with  the  produc- 
tion of  “Paris  Canteen.”  Jules  Levey,  United 
Artists  producer,  was  back  in  Hollywood  from 
a business  trip  to  New  York. 

Marion  Parsonnet  Signed 
As  a Columbia  Writer 

Columbia  has  signed  Marion  Parsonnet  to 
a two-way  pact  under  which  he  will  write 
and  produce  his  own  scripts.  Parsonnet  will 
assume  his  new  post  immediately  after  com- 
pleting a current  scripting  assignment  at 
Metro. 

Following  a varied  career  in  law,  stage  and 
radio,  Parsonnet  came  to  Hollywood  as  a 
writer  six  years  ago. 
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The  "shorts”  she  sees  at  the  movies  are  a The  non-stop  War  Bond  and  Stamp  drive  Many  a WAC  made  up  her  mind 

big  help  to  the  family  purchasing  agent.  by  exhibitors  has  brought  in  millions.  to  enlist  . . . "at  the  movies." 


Informational  "shorts”  remind  the  housewife  The  movie  houses  of  America  sent  thou-  The  movies  “sell”  the  kids  on  getting  in  the  scrap 

that  kitchen  fat  is  indispensable  to  victory.  sands  of  blood  donors  to  the  Red  Cross.  — and,  what's  more  important,  keep  them  sold. 


WE’VE  all  been  in  this  war  so  deeply,  and  for  so 
long,  that  it’s  hard  to  remember  back  to  the  days 
when  we  thought  that  wars  were  fought  by  fighting  men 
alone.  One  of  the  most  important  and  most  effective  of 
the  "recruiting  officers”  who  are  making  this  everybody’s 
war  is  the  motion  picture  exhibitor. 

Hundreds  of  hours  of  theater  time  have  been  contrib- 
uted to  the  showing  of  films  designed  to  enlist  men  and 
women  for  the  war  plants  ...  to  recruit  for  the  armed 
services,  the  merchant  marine,  and  similar  organizations 
. . . to  help  fight  inflation  ...  to  keep  the  scrap  tin  coming 
in,  and  the  kitchen  fat  and  waste  paper  rounded  up. 

Millions  have  been  collected  for  the  War  Funds.  And 
when  it  comes  to  selling  War  Bonds  and  War  Stamps, 
the  exhibitors,  their  cashiers,  and  their  volunteer  work- 
ers not  only  have  smashed  quotas  right  and  left  during 
the  drives,  but  have  kept  the  money  rolling  in  when  the 
going  is  toughest — in  between  the  drives. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
FORT  LEE  CHICAGO  HOLLYWOOD 


Every  war  drive 
counts  heavily 
on  the  exhibitor 


°ne  of  a series  0f 
advertisements  by 
KODAK  testifying  to 

the  achievements  of 
the  movies  at  war 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Barnstormers 


Republic 

SMILEY  BURNETTE  departed  on  a junket  which 
opened  at  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  and  was  to  carry  him 
north  as  far  as  Portland,  Ore.,  and  through  February 
7.  His  company  includes  18  people — a ten-piece 
western  swing  band,  girl  trio  and  four  vaudeville 
acts. 

Blurbers 


Metro 

BERNIE  SEBASTIAN,  formerly  of  radio  station 
KFXM  of  San  Bernardino,  has  joined  the  Interna- 
tional department. 

Paramount 

JACK  ADAMS',  Los  Angeles  newspaper  editor  and 
reporter,  has  joined  the  publicity  department. 

Honorably  discharged  from  the  marine  corps, 
WALTER  SELZTER  has  joined  the  publicity  staff  to 
do  exploitation  for  Hal  Wallis  Productions. 

United  Artists 

LYNN  FARNOL  arrives  from  New  York  to  head 
Samuel  Goldwyn's  publicity  department. 

Warners 

BILL  RICE,  veteran  member  of  the  publicity  de- 
partment, has  been  appointed  assistant  publicity 
director,  following  the  resignation  of  D.  D.  Durr. 

Briefies 

Universal 

Will  Cowan  signed  TED  FIO  RITO  and  his  or- 
chestra for  a two-reel  musical  featurette. 

Cleffers 

Metro 

"Yolanda  and  the  Thief'  will  have  LENNIE 
HAYTON  as  musical  director. 

United  Artists 

MIKLOS  ROZSA  engaged  to  compose  and  con- 
duct score  for  "Blood  on  the  Sun,"  a William  Cag- 
ney production. 

Loanouts 

RKO  Radio 

Borrowed  from  Metro,  RUTH  HUSSEY  plays  femme 
lead  in  “Man  Alive." 

Meggers 

Paramount 

Pine-Thomas  have  assigned  MAXWELL  SHANE  as 
associate  producer  on  "Follow  That  Woman."  Shane 
is  also  preparing  the  script. 

PRC  Pictures 

Sigmund  Neufeld  has  loaned  SAM  NEWFIELD  to 
Alexander-Stern  to  direct  "Undercover  Girl." 

RKO  Radio 

GORDON  DOUGLAS  to  direct  "First  Man  Into 
Tokyo,"  under  production  guidance  of  J.  ROBERT 
BREN,  who  also  wrote  the  screenplay.  JACK  GROSS 
is  executive  producer.  Original  story,  by  Bren 
and  Gladys  Atwater,  deals  with  events  following 
American  invasion  of  the  Jap  homeland. 

ROBERT  FELLOWS,  executive  producer,  and 
WARREN  DUFF,  producer,  have  had  their  options 
lifted. 

United  Artists 

WILLIAM  DIETERLE  assigned  directorial  chore  for 
"The  Scarlet  Lily,"  a David  O.  Selznick  production. 

Universal 

CHARLES  BARTON  set  as  associate  producer-di- 
rector on  "Men  in  Her  Diary,"  costarring  Jon  Hall, 
Louise  Allbritton  and  Peggy  Ryan. 

JOHN  GRANT  and  EDMUND  L HARTMANN  will 
be  coproducers  of  "Naughty  Nineties."  JEAN  YAR- 
BROUGH will  direct. 

WILL  COWAN  assigned  as  associate  producer  for 
"Rockin'  the  Band."  Robert  Brode  is  penning  the 
screenplay. 

Option  renewed  for  another  year  on  CHARLES 
LAMONT,  director. 

Warners 

First  directorial  assignment  for  JOE  SANTLEY 
will  be  "Shadow  of  a Woman,"  formerly  titled 
"Dangerous  Marriage,"  from  the  novel  by  Virginia 
Perdue.  Set  to  head  the  cast  are:  Alexis  Smith, 
Helmut  Dantine  and  Craig  Stevens.  WILLIAM 
JACOBS  will  produce. 

Options 

Columbia 

JINX  FALKENBURG  is  slated  to  star  in  "The  Gay 
Senorita,"  a musical,  backgrounded  in  the  Latin- 
American  colony  of  Los  Angeles.  Based  on  an 
original  yarn  titled  "Fiesta  Town,"  the  film  will 
be  produced  by  Jay  Gorney. 

MURIEL  MORRIS  inked  for  spot  in  1 Ten  Cents  a 
Dance." 


MARY  PHILLIPS  will  play  the  leading  character 
role  in  "Kiss  and  Tell."  Another  addition  to  the  cast 
is  DARRYL  HICKMAN,  13,  who  will  play  Raymond. 

Half  interest  in  '.STEVE  COCHRAN’s  contract  has 
been  purchased  from  Samuel  Goldwyn.  His  first 
role  will  be  in  "Boston  Blackie  Booked  on  Sus- 
picion.' ' 

Signed  for  featured  roles  in  "Boston  Blackie 
Bcoked  on  Suspicion"  are  RICHARD  LANE  and 
LLOYD  CORRIGAN. 

PORTER  HALL  signed  for  a featured  role  in  "Kiss 
and  Tell." 

Independents 

Skirball  Productions  has  term-ticketed  DICK 
FORAN  to  play  in  two  pictures  annually,  allowing 
him  one  outside  film  a year. 

Metro 

WILLIAM  POWELL  to  portray  Florenz  Ziegfeld  in 
added  scenes  for  "Ziegfeld  Follies." 

Cast  of  "The  Harvey  Girls"  adds  MORRIS 
ANKRUM. 

GREGORY  PECK  to  topline  in  "The  Yearling." 

Awarded  a contract,  LAURITZ  MELCHIOR  joins 
cast  of  "Brighton  Beach." 

KEN  CARPENTER,  radio  announcer,  has  been 
signed  to  play  himself  in  "Weekend  at  the  Wal- 
dorf." 

LEON  AMES  given  one  of  the  leading  roles  in 
"Morgan's  Folly." 

Signed  to  a termer,  PRESTON  FOSTER  is  cast  for 
a featured  role  in  "The  Harvey  Girls." 

Monogram 

JACK  NORTON  signed  for  next  Charlie  Chan  film. 

Charlie  Chan's  son  in  "The  Radar  Mystery"  to  be 
played  by  BENSON  FONG,  Chinese  actor. 

Paramount 

IRIS  ADRIAN  inked  for  featured  role  in  "Too 
Good  to  Be  True." 

NOREEN  NASH,  newcomer,  has  been  signed  to  a 
long-term  contract. 

MARGARET  FIELD,  discovered  in  the  audience  of 
the  Pasadena  Playhouse,  has  been  signed  to  a 
lcng-term  contract.  Her  first  assignment  is  in 
"Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

LARRY  THOMPSON  -signed  for  second  lead  in 
"Too  Good  to  Be  True." 

RKO  Radio 

MARC  CRAMER  inked  for  a featured  role  in 
“There  Endearing  Young  Charms." 

MARTHA  HOLLIDAY,  newcomer,  awarded  the  ro- 
mantic feminine  lead  in  "George  White's  Scandals." 

Options  lifted  on  LARRY  WHEAT,  JASON  RO- 
BARDS  and  SAMMY  BLUM. 

Featured  stint  in  "Those  Endearing  Young 
Charms"  goes  to  GLENN  VERNON,  while  ADOLPHE 
MENJOU  draws  a top  role  in  "Man  Alive  " 

Added  to  $he  cast  of  "Johnny  Angel"  is  FRANK 
FENTON. 

Republic 

Femme  topline  in  "The  Fatal  Witness"  handed  to 
EVELYN  ANKERS. 

20th  Century-Fox 

WALTER  HUSTON  and  SPRING  BYINGTON  check 
into  "Dragonwyck." 

United  Artists 

SCOTT  McKAY  has  had  his  contract  picked  up  by 
Da,rid  O.  Selznick  for  another  year. 

FAITH  DORN,  under  contract  to  Howard  Hughes, 
will  debut  in  a Hunt  Stromberg  production,  "Young 
Widow." 

Universal 

Femme  lead  in  "Invitation  to  Death"  goes  to 
HILLARY  BROOKE. 

ION  HALL,  LOUISE  ALLBRITTON  and  PEGGY 
RYAN  have  been  set  for  the  stellar  spots  in  "Men 
in  Her  Diary." 

MATTHEW  BOULTON  and  EVE  AMBER  cast  by  Roy 
V/ilham  Neill,  producer,  for  roles  in  "Invitation  to 
Death." 

Top  featured  role  in  "Lady  on  a Train"  goes  to 
JACOUELINE  DE  WIT. 

HENRY  DANIELL  and  SALLY  SHEPHERD  inked  for 
top  featured  roles  in  "Invitation  to  Death." 

MARVIN  MILLER,  Coronet  story  teller  of  radio, 


Lipstick  Murals  and  Kids 
Jolt  Owner's  Pocketbook 

Bishop,  Calif. — Lipstick  mural  designs 
in  the  women’s  rest  rooms  plus  the  snow- 
ball marksmanship  of  various  “Dead  End 
Kids  whom  he  has  always  befriended’’ 
caused  Harry  Holland,  owner  of  the 
Bishop  Theatre  here,  to  close  for  three 
days  to  make  costly  repairs. 

The  lipstick  art  work  caused  Holland 
to  redecorate  the  rest  rooms  throughout 
because  he  found  out  that  one  can’t 
paint  part  of  a wall. 

The  kids  ruined  the  neon  lighting  sys- 
tem on  the  marquee  by  repeatedly  hurling 
snowballs  against  the  letters. 


signed  for  a featured  role  in  "Night  in  Paradise." 

ALAN  CURTIS  and  LOIS  COLLIER  set  as  the  ro- 
mantic leads  in  "Naughty  Nineties." 

Option  of  KIRBY  GRANT  picked  up  for  another 
year. 

Options  renewed  for  another  year  on  BASIL 
RATHBONE,  NIGEL  BRUCE  and  FUZZY  KNIGHT. 

RITA  JOHNSON,  as  big-time  lady  gambler,  and 
HENRY  TRAVERS,  in  role  of  captain  of  a river  boat, 
cast  for  "The  Naughty  Nineties." 

DAVID  BRUCE  awarded  male  lead  in  "Lady  on  a 
Train,"  Deanna  Durbin  starrer. 

Warners 

GEORGE  TOBIAS  and  LYNNE  BAGGETT  win  fea- 
tured  roles  in  "Mildred  Pierce." 

JANE  WYMAN  has  been  chosen  to  replace  Ann 
Sheridan  in,  the  leading  femme  part  in  "When  Old 
New  York  Was  Young." 

LEE  PATRICK  signed  for  important  role  in  "Mil- 
dred Pierce." 

RAMSEY  AMES  has  been  signed  to  a long-term 
contract. 

Scripters 

Columbia 

WALTER  BULLOCK  has  been  signed  to  do  a treat- 
ment on  "Lola  and  the  Wolves." 

Metro 

JEANNE  BARTLETT's  option  has  been  lifted  for 
two  years. 

Monogram 

BERT  HORSWELL  signed  to  write  an  original 
screenplay  for  the  next  in  the  Kitty  O'Day  comedy 
series. 

Scrivening  chore  on  "Black  Market  Babies"  as- 
signed to  VICTOR  HAMMOND. 

Paramount 

RAYMOND  CHANDLER,  detective  story  novelist, 
inked  to  write  his  first  original  screenplay,  as  yet 
untitled.  It  will  be  a murder  mystery  to  be  pro- 
duced by  John  Houseman. 

PRC  Pictures 

In  his  initial  assignment  as  staff  writer,  ARTHUR 
ST.  CLAIR  will  do  a polishing  job  on  "SVamp 
Man. ' ' 

PIERRE  GENDRON  will  prepare  the  script  on  "The 
Wife  of  Monte  Cristo." 

RKO  Radio 

EDWARD  ELISCU  and  BEN  BARZMAN  engaged  to 
write  screenplay  tentatively  titled  "Faithfully  Yours" 
from  original  story,  "Male  and  V-Mail"  by  Brian 
Marlow  and  Patterson  McNutt. 

FREDERICK  KOHNER  set  to  pen  screenplay  of 
original  story  for  John  H.  Auer,  producer,  temporar- 
ily tagged  "For  Love  Only." 

20th  Century-Fox 

Scripting  chores  go  to:  ANITA  LOOS  on  "Three 
Little  Girls  in  Blue";  HARRY  KLEINER  on  "The  Fal- 
len Angel"  and  BETTY  REINHARDT,  whose  option 
has  been  lifted,  goes  to  work  on  "Shocking  Miss 
Pilgrim"  in  collaboration  with  SAMUEL  HOFFEN- 
STEIN. 

Universal 

Option  picked  up  on  LESTER  PINE. 

DWIGHT  BABCOCK  assigned  to  write  the  original 
on  "She  Wolf  of  London." 

HAROLD  WIRE,  magazine  writer,  signed  to  work 
with  JOSEPH  O'DONNELL  on  screenplay  of  serial, 
"Secret  Agent  X9." 

Story  Buys 

PRC  Pictures 

"The  Flying  Serpent"  was  purchased  by  Sigmund 
Neufeld  and  will  be  produced  soon,  with  Sam 
Newfield  directing. 

United  Artists 

David  O.  Selznick  has  purchased  Niven  Busch's 
latest  novel,  "They  Dream  of  Home,"  for  Vanguard 
Films,  to  be  produced  by  Dore  Schary. 

Technically 

Columbia 

"Over  21"  gets  OTTO  MEYER  as  film  editor. 

"Over  21"  has  GILBERT  KAY  as  second  assistant 
director. 

Metro 

Editorial  assignments  include:  AL  AKST  for  "The 
Harvey  Girls,"  GEORGE  BOEMLER  for  "Her  High- 
ness and  the  Bellboy"  and  ROBERT  J.  KERN  for 
"Weekend  at  the  Waldorf." 

Paramount 

ALMA  McCRORIE  to  edit  "Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

Vanguard 

Assistant  directorial  chore  handed  to  LOWELL 
FARRELL  on  "Duel  in  the  Sun.  ' 

Title  Changes 

Columbia 

"One  Against  Seven"  has  been  changed  back  to 
its  original  title,  COUNTERATTACK. 

Paramount 

Release  title  for  Hal  Wallis  production  will  be 
LOVE  LETTERS,  instead  of  "The  Love  Letters." 

20th  Century-Fox 

New  tag  for  "Molly,  Bless  Her"  is  MOLLY  AND 
ME. 
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Rice  Is  Named  FIT 
Disirici  Manager 

DENVER — Harold  E.  Rice  has  been  named 
southern  district  manager  of  Pox  Intermoun- 
tain Theatres,  succeeding  Chet  E.  Miller, 
who  becomes  city  manager  at  Sterling,  Colo. 
Frank  H.  Ricketson  jr.,  president  of  the 
company,  made  the  announcement. 

Ralph  J.  Batschelet  has  succeeded  Rice  as 
manager  of  the  Paramount,  Denver,  and 
John  Lindhardt  succeeds  Batschelet  as  man- 


HAROLD  E.  RICE 


ager  of  the  Mayan.  Robert  L.  Etter  is  named 
manager  of  the  Webber,  also  of  Denver,  suc- 
ceeding A.  C.  Knowles,  resigned. 

After  completing  courses,  which  some  of 
his  friends  claim  gave  him  the  right  to  be 
a horse  doctor.  Rice  was  named  house  man- 
ager of  the  old  America  here.  He  has  man- 
aged houses  in  Denver,  Pueblo  and  Laramie, 
where  he  was  named  city  manager  when  the 
houses,  were  bought  by  Fox  Intermountain. 
At  one  time  he  was  a film  salesman,  being 
at  that  time  the  youngest  in  the  Denver 
territory.  He  had  been  manager  of  the 
Paramount,  Denver,  when  named  to  his  new 
post.  He  will  have  charge  of  more  than  a 
score  of  theatres  in  southern  Colorado  and 
New  Mexico. 

Miller  moves  to  his  home  of  more  than  30 
years,  Sterling,  Colo.,  as  city  manager.  He 
has  been  with  Fox  in  executive  positions 
many  years. 

Batschelet’s  greatest  claim  to  fame  is  that 
while  manager  of  the  Bluebird,  Denver,  he 
was  the  top  bond  salesman  in  the  industry 
during  the  Fourth  War  Loan,  selling  more 
than  a million  dollars  in  bonds.  He  threat- 
ened his  customers  that  he  would  not  shave 
until  he  had  sold  a bond  for  every  seat,  and 
when  that  proved  easy,  accomplishing  it  on 
the  first  night  of  the  drive,  he  decided  to 
hang  on  to  the  beard  and  have  it  shaved 
by  the  White  House  barber  when  he  went  to 
Washington  with  the  top  salesmen  of  the 
nation. 

Lindhardt  has  managed  the  Bluebird, 
Aladdin  and  Broadway  in  Denver,  and  at 
one  time  operated  the  Park.  He  was  only 
recently  honorably  discharged  from  the  army 
air  forces. 


First  Runs  Book  "Faith" 

LOS  ANGELES — Fox  West  Coast’s  Four 
Star,  United  Artists  and  Fox  Wilshire  the- 
atres have  booked  Monogram’s  “They  Shall 
Have  Faith”  as  top  feature,  opening  day  and 
date  January  21  for  local  first  run. 


HOLLYWOOD  praise  pundits,  many  of 
whom  have  more  than  a nodding 
acquaintanceship  with  opportunism, 
saw  the  gentle  art  of  self-aggrandizement 
carried  to  a new  high.  And,  to  add  one  more 
shade  of  crimson  to  their  individual  and 
collective  countenances,  it  was  a mere  slip  of 
a girl  who  accomplished  such  record-estab- 
lishing transport. 

Generally  recognized  by  the  fraternity  of 
space  snatchers  as  the  creme  de  la  creme  of 
publicity  breaks  is  the  cover  of  Time  maga- 
zine. On  very  few  past  occasions — exactly 
three,  if  memory  serves — that  coveted  space 
has  been  devoted  to  motion  picture  person- 
alities. In  each  instance  it  was  a firmly- 
established,  popular  performer. 

Much  to  the  surprise — yea,  even  to  the 
amazement — of  the  Brotherhood  of  Blurbers, 
and  to  those  who  observe  its  members’  foibles 
and  functioning,  a recent  issue  of  Time 
awarded  its  cover  to  Anita  Colby,  erstwhile 
model,  billed  as  “The  Face.” 

In  its  cinema  section,  the  cynical  news 
weekly  devoted  three  pages  to  a biography 
of  Miss  Colby,  sketching  her  experiences, 
contacts  and  methods  from  birth  to  her  pres- 
ent status  as  “feminine  director  of  Selznick 
Studios.”  Exactly  what  such  mouth-filling 
designation  involves  is  not  entirely  clear.  As 
far  as  one  can  gather,  “The  Face”  is  a 
combination  publicist  extraordinary,  advisor 
to  the  throne  and  lady-in-waiting  to  the 
femme  royalty  on  Selznick’s  Thespic  con- 
tract list. 

Whether  or  not  Miss  Colby  herself  planted 
the  material  is  not  known.  Presumably  she 
did;  or,  at  least,  furnished  the  necessary 
biographical  data.  In  either  event,  the  Time 
life  history  of  her — part  maudlin,  part  lauda- 
tory and  part  sardonic — adds  no  stature  to 
the  public  and  press  relations  of  “The  Face,” 
her  employer,  Hollywood  in  general  or  the 
benign  business  of  press  agentry. 

Further,  of  doubtful  authenticity  are  some 
of  the  intimations  sprinkled  through  the 
piece,  particularly  the  suggestion  that  Miss 
Colby  is  the  studio’s  Mata  Hari,  set  to  spy 
on  Selznick’s  female  stars  so  that  he  may 
“know  exactly  what  is  going  on  in  Miss  Fon- 
taine’s mind  (unless  Miss  Fontaine  is 
mighty  careful)  by  virtue  of  sitting  in 
vicariously  on  the  kind  of  female  conversa- 
tions which  generally  take  place  in  the 
powder  room.” 

Those  who  know  DOS  and  the  forthright 
and  honorable  manner  in  which  he  operates 
will  realize  that  he  needs  no  Colby-laid  pipe- 
line into  the  “powder  room,”  or  anywhere 
else,  to  deal  with  those  he  employs. 

Least  scathed  by  the  Colby  biography  was 
hard-working,  competent  Don  King  whose 
appearance  therein  was  limited  to:  “Independ- 
ent of  Publicity  Chief  Don  King,  she  works 
closely  with  Selznick,  handling  deals  public 
and  personal  which  call  for  Grade-A  finesse.” 

If  such  self-exaltation  rates  as  “Grade-A 
finesse,”  those  of  the  industry’s  behind-the- 
scenes  workers  who  have  the  best  interests 
of  their  respective  principals  and  of  the  in- 
dustry at  heart — limited  in  number  though 
they  may  be — will  continue  to  prefer  a 
meat  ax. 

No  sloth  at  opening  the  door  when  Old 
Man  Opportunity  is  loose,  Bill  Hebert  was 


quick  to  add  the  following  discordant  note  to 
the  Colby  bandwagon. 

“If  David  O.  Selznick  will  consent,  Frank 
Ross  will  present  Anita  Colby,  feminine  di- 
rector for  Selznick  International,  as  one  of 
the  six  feminine  leads  in  ‘The  Personal 
Touch.’ 

“The  story,  a musical  by  William  Hebert, 
revolves  around  six  girls  who  sign  a young 
man  to  a contract  and  build  him  to  a movie 
star.” 

Getting  a bit  out  of  hand,  incidentally,  is 
this  business  of  designating  personalities  by 
a single  more-or-less  descriptive  noun. 
There’s  “The  Face,”  tenderly  treated  in  the 
above  paragraphs;  “The  Voice,”  which  an 
acrimonious  press  hung  upon  Crooner  Frank 
Sinatra,  and  “The  Nose,”  for  Comedian 
Jimmy  Durante. 

A curvaceous  New  York  miss,  Frances 
Vorne,  whose  scantily  clad  photos  are  much 
in  demand  as  GI  pinup  art,  is  billing  herself 
as  “The  Shape.”  Parenthetically,  if  Holly- 
wood producers  run  true  to  form,  she’ll  prob- 
ably be  paged  soon  for  screen  tests. 

And  Russell  Birdwell,  Beverly’s  Behemoth 
of  Blurb,  is  straining  his  typewriter  ribbon 
trying  to  establish  “The  Number”  as  a name 
for  his  client,  Toni  Seven. 

Just  in  case  the  trend  is  to  be  carried 
further,  following  are  a few  suggestions: 

The  Chill — Boris  Karloff. 

The  Shakes— W.  C.  Field. 

The  Noise — Dave  Epstein. 

The  Chiv — Tommy  Dorsey. 

The  Ear — Jimmie  Fidler. 

The  Gut — All  tradepaper  reporters. 

The  Ankle — George  Glass. 

The  Curl — Charles  Boyer. 

The  Neck — Arthur  Eddy. 

The  Mouth — George  Brown. 

The  Pose — Whitney  Bolton. 

The  Brain — Bernie  Kamins. 

The  Mallet — Perry  Lieber. 

The  Defendant — Flynn — or  Chaplin. 

The  Flash — John  Le  Roy  Johnston. 

The  Blush — Joe  E.  Brown. 

The  Mute — Bill  Thomas. 

The  Palm — Harry  Brand. 

Without  exception,  Hollywoodians  wel- 
comed the  verdict  of  Superior  Judge  William 
R.  McKay,  who  held  Barry  Fitzgerald  not 
guilty  of  the  manslaughter  charges  which 
were  brought  against  him  as  the  result  of  a 
fatal  automobile  accident  some  months  ago. 
Fitzgerald  was  more  than  vindicated  when 
the  judge  criticized  the  district  attorney’s  of- 
fice for  issuing  a complaint  and  the  munici- 
pal court  for  holding  him  for  trial. 

Now  there  is  nothing  in  the  path  of  the 
landslide  vote  which  dopesters  in  general 
predict  will  sweep  the  popular  and  versatile 
character  actor  into  winning  the  Academy’s 
Oscar  for  1944’s  best  performance  by  a sup- 
porting actor. 
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COUNCIL  AWARDS  MEDALS— Man- 
agers and  other  executive  personnel  of 
Los  Angeles’  first  run  theatres  were 
awarded  silver  Medals  of  Honor  at  a 
luncheon  sponsored  by  the  California 
Theatre  Council.  The  accompanying  pic- 
torial record  of  the  event  reveals: 

Top:  Left  to  right,  Mayor  Fletcher 
Bowron;  Marco  Wolff,  of  the  Paramount 
Theatres;  Ted  Gamble,  national  director 
of  the  War  Finance  Division  of  the  treas- 
ury department,  and  Lou  Halper,  western 
division  manager  of  Warner  Bros.  The- 
atres. 

Next:  John  Flinn,  coordinator  of  the 
Hollywood  division,  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee; James  Brinton,  WB's  Hunting- 
ton  Park  Theatre;  John  McManus,  man- 
ager of  WB’s  Hollywood;  Oscar  Kantner, 
WB  theatre  exploitation  head. 

Next:  Gamble  pins  medals  on  Rodney 
Pantages,  of  the  Pantages  and  RKO  Hill- 
street;  Lou  Halper,  western  division 
manager  of  Warner  Bros.  Theatres,  and 
Wolff. 

Next:  Gamble  awards  the  medals  to 
Rube  Wolf,  manager  of  the  Paramount 
Downtown  Theatre,  and  M.  A.  Ander- 
son, manager  of  the  RKO  Hillstreet. 

Bottom:  On  the  speakers’  dais,  Tom 
Baily,  executive  director  of  the  California 
Theatre  Council,  says  a few  words  while, 
left  to  right,  Rube  Wolf,  Anderson,  Harry 
Wallen,  manager  of  the  Hollywood  Para- 
mount, and  Hugh  Bruen,  of  the  Whittier 
Theatres,  listen. 


U.  S.  Official  Praises 
Theatre  War  Effort 

LOS  ANGELES — Participation  by  theatres 
in  war  bond  campaigns  is  a substantial  con- 
tribution to  a healthy  postwar  America,  for 
bonds  are  the  greatest  single  factor  in  the 
stabilization  of  currency  in  this  country,  ac- 
cording to  Ted  R.  Gamble,  national  director 
of  the  war  finance  division  of  the  treasury 
department. 

Gamble  was  the  principal  speaker  at  a 
luncheon  given  by  the  California  Theatre 
Council,  whose  directors  presented  silver 
medals  of  honor  to  their  individual  theatre 
managers  for  exceeding  their  quotas  in  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  campaign.  Previously,  Fox 
West  Coast’s  Charles  P.  Skouras  had  awarded 
similar  medals  to  110  of  his  managers,  the 
independents  had  awarded  66  and  Mike  Ros- 
enberg a total  of  eight. 

Mayor  Lauds  Showmen 

Gamble  paid  a tribute  to  Skouras  when  he 
said  that  his  handling  of  the  Fourth  War 
Loan  brought  a new  inspiration  to  the  entire 
war  finance  program  and  complimented  the 
west  for  its  contribution  to  the  war  effort. 

Gamble’s  talk  was  preceded  by  an  address 
by  Mayor  Fletcher  Bowron  on  the  theatre’s 
part  in  community  life. 

“The  theatre  has  become  the  motivating 
center  for  things  patriotic  in  every  com- 
munity,” he  said.  “Theatre  men  have  estab- 
lished themselves  as  good  citizens.  Their  un- 
selfish work  in  all  phases  of  the  war  has 
shown  skeptical  business  men  that  the  the- 
atre men  are  deserving  of  an  important  place 
in  community  life.” 

Talks  were  given  by  Howard  Mills,  western 
divisional  director  of  war  finance;  Robert 
Moulton,  southern  California  chairman;  Gus 
Metzger,  Hugh  Bruen  and  Robert  Poole,  of 
the  theatre  war  finance  committee  for  south- 
ern California. 

Tom  W.  Baily,  executive  director  of  the 
council  and  a member  of  the  national  Sixth 
War  Loan  committee,  presided  and  supplied 
some  highlights  on  Washington  in  wartime 
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and  the  cooperation  extended  by  Gamble 
and  his  organization. 

Hosts  at  the  affair  were  Louis  J.  Halper, 
Warner  Bros.  Theatres;  Rodney  A.  Pantages, 
Pantages  and  RKO  Hillstreet;  Marco  Wolff, 
Paramount  Theatres;  Charles  Prickett,  Pasa- 
dena Playhouse,  and  L.  E.  Behymer,  of  the 
Philharmonic.  Halper,  Wolff  and  Pantages 
were  presented  with  medals.  In  turn,  they 
awarded  medals  to  the  following  of  their 
managers,  assistants,  artists  and  advertising 
men: 


B.  H.  Wallerstein 
J.  R.  Rodgers 
Oscar  Gilbertson 
Leo  Hershon 
Harry  Olmstead 
Robert  Quertermou: 
Willard  Osborne 
Norman  Loftus 
Weldner  Daniel 
Harry  Schlinker 
Victor  Rosen 
Rose  Kaplan 
Mort  Goodman 
Oscar  Kantner 
John  McManus 


James  Brinton 
William  Hendricks 
Roy  D.  Fox 
Harry  Wallen 
Rube  Wolf 
James  R.  Horn 
Shari  Jaye 
Russ  Stapleton 
Charlotte  Rohrlich 
Willis  Kinear 
Nat  Holt 
M.  A.  Anderson 
Eddie  Meek 
Morris  Schreibman 
Jenevieve  Rupp 


Other  honored  guests  were  Councilman 
Lloyd  Davies;  Floyd  Maxwell,  chairman  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Newspaper  Publishers  Ass’n, 
and  John  C.  Flinn,  coordinator  of  the  Holly- 
wood division  of  the  WAC. 


Fox  West  Coast  Leases 
Music  Box  Theatre 


SCREEN  CLUB  ELECTS — Officers  and  directors  for  the  new  year  were  elected 
at  Denver  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club.  In  the  picture,  left  to  right,  are: 
Harold  E.  Rice,  southern  district  manager,  Fox  Intermountain  Theatres,  director; 
J.  J.  Morgan,  branch  manager,  National  Theatre  Supply,  director;  J.  H.  Ashby, 
PRC  franchise  owner,  first  vice-president;  Duke  Dunbar,  deputy  general  of  Colo- 
rado, general  counsel;  Ted  Halmi,  publicity  director,  Orpheum,  director;  Henry 
Friedel,  M-G-M  exchange  manager,  director;  Robert  J.  Garland,  assistant  to  the 
president  of  Fox  Intermountain  Theatres,  president;  Frank  H.  Ricketson  jr.,  presi- 
dent, FIT,  director;  William  Agren,  booker,  FIT,  director;  Mark  Ailing,  manager, 
Orpheum,  director,  and  Joe  Dekker,  Civic  Theatre  partner,  director. 

Not  shown  are  A.  P.  Archer,  Civic  Theatre  partner,  second  vice-president; 
Tom  Bailey,  RKO  exchange  manager,  treasurer,  and  Clarence  Olson,  UA  exchange 
manager,  secretary. 


SEATTLE 


been  hospitalized  since  last  June.  Bill  was 
injured  in  the  D-Day  invasion  of  France.  He 
is  on  a 30-day  furlough. 


LOS  ANGELES — Confirming  widely  circu- 
lated rumors  that  it  had  leased  the  Music 
Box,  former  Hollywood  Blvd.  legitimate  the- 
atre, from  Mike  Rosenberg,  Fox  West  Coast 
announced  that  it  will  use  the  house  as  one 
of  a trio  of  new  day-date  first  runs.  Rosen- 
berg has  received  permission  from  the  WPB 
to  make  the  necessary  alterations  and  the 
showcase  is  expected  to  open  about  Febru- 
ary 1.  The  other  two  houses,  not  yet  named 
by  FWC,  will,  according  to  circuit  spokes- 
men, be  in  the  downtown  and  west  end  sec- 
tions of  the  city. 


DENVER 


TAuke  Dunbar,  who  for  years  was  secretary 
of  the  Denver  Film  Board  of  Trade  and 
who  has  been  in  the  attorney  general’s  office 
the  last  two  years,  has  been  promoted  from 
first  assistant  to  deputy  attorney  general  of 
Colorado. 

Four  bills  have  been  introduced  in  the 
Colorado  legislature  which  have  for  their  aim 
the  killing  of  the  two  per  cent  service  tax, 
which  applies  to  all  admissions  over  five 
cents.  Three  of  the  bills  would  kill  the  law 
immediately,  but  the  fourth  would  let  it  die 
a natural  death  on  its  expiration  date,  June 
30,  1945.  At  any  rate  it  seems  as  if  the 
legislature  would  redeem  the  pre-election 
promises  of  both  parties.  The  repeal  was 
likewise  asked  by  Gov.  John  C.  Vivian  in  his 
message  to  the  lawmakers. 

Frank  H.  Ricketson,  Fox  Intermountain 
Theatres  president,  is  one  of  the  syndicate 
that  is  buying  the  11 -story  Patterson  Bldg, 
here  for  $850,000  . . . Lieut.  Jock  R.  Chidley, 
former  employe  of  Casper,  Wyo.,  theatres, 
has  been  reported  missing  in  action  over 
Germany.  A member  of  the  air  force,  he  is 
the  son  of  Clarence  H.  Chidley,  executive 
vice-president  of  the  Rialto  Theatres,  Inc., 
Casper. 

An  ordinance  passed  by  the  city  council 
of  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  placed  a ban  on  all 
New  Year’s  Eve  celebrations,  and  as  a result 
theatres  were  forced  to  cancel  shows  sched- 
uled for  that  time.  The  city  is  more  than 
80  per  cent  Mormon. 


pilmrow  was  saddened  last  week  by  the  un- 
expected death  of  Cecil  Miller,  owner  of 
the  Ritz  Theatre  in  Spokane.  He  formerly 
was  manager  of  the  Orpheum  in  Tacoma  for 
RKO  and  later  went  to  Minneapolis  to  man- 
age houses.  A week  before  his  death  a doc- 
tor examined  Miller  and  pronounced  him  in 
perfect  condition  . . . Eddie  Lamb.  RKO  man- 
ager, left  for  Portland  to  attend  a confer- 
ence on  the  Ned  Depinet  drive.  Bob  Folliard 
of  New  York,  captain  of  the  drive,  and  Herb 
McIntyre,  western  district  sales  manager, 
were  to  conduct  the  meeting.  Eddie  was  ac- 
companied by  his  salesmen,  Louis  Goldsmith, 
Floyd  Henninger,  Bill  Englen,  Ken  Mellgren 
and  A1  O'Camp.  Branch  managers  from  Cal- 
gary and  Vancouver,  Canada,  also  attended. 

Charlotte  Tabor  Rensink,  head  booker  for 
Paramount,  is  leaving  to  live  in  Oakland 
near  her  husband  who  is  in  the  service  . . . 
Gordon  Wallinger  has  been  moved  up  to 
head  booker  at  Paramount  and  Bob  Odman, 
head  shipper,  has  moved  in  as  assistant 
booker. 

George  Borden  jr.  was  on  the  Row  from 
Blaine  . . . A1  Baker  of  Spokane,  Billy  Hart- 
ford, Everett;  Hal  Murphy,  Olympia;  Pete 
Peterson,  Bremerton;  Bob  Monoghan,  Bel- 
lingham; Don  Geddes,  Wenatchee,  and  Rus- 
sell Brown,  Aberdeen,  were  in  town  to  attend 
a district  meeting  held  at  the  Italian  Club 
and  conducted  by  Frank  L.  Newman  sr.  and 
A1  Rosenberg  of  Evergreen  Theatres. 

Seymour  Hellar,  public  relations  specialist 
in  the  coast  guard,  is  here  as  advance  man 
for  the  coast  guard  show,  “Tars  and  Spars.” 
The  show  features  Victor  Mature  . . . Lieut. 
Bob  Estill  of  the  navy  left  for  San  Fran- 
cisco and  a new  assignment.  His  wife,  Celia 
trained  out  with  him  to  spend  a few  days 
with  him  before  his  leave  expires. 

Ed  and  Mrs.  Halberg  were  in  from  Port 
Angeles  . . . Emma  Ridgeway,  Sedro-Wolley 
exhibitor  recently  elected  state  representa- 
tive, has  taken  up  her  legislative  duties  in 
Olympia. 

The  happiest  girl  on  Filmrow  is  Helen 
Roush.  At  6 o’clock  in  the  morning  she  re- 
ceived a long  distance  call  from  New  York 
It  was  her  husband  Pvt.  Bill  Roush,  who  had 
just  arrived  from  England  where  he  has 


Lieut.  Richard  Taylor  who  was  with  Uni- 
versal before  going  into  the  service  and  is 
now  in  the  air  corps  is  here  on  short  fur- 
lough. He  is  stationed  at  Luke  Field,  Ariz. 
. . . Ensign  John  Paul  Sullivan,  who  has 
been  here  on  leave  for  the  past  month,  has 
gone  to  Portland  where  he  has  been  assigned 
to  a new  Victory  ship. 

Paramount  Sales  Meet 
At  Frisco  January  29 

LOS  ANGELES — Planning  to  attend  Para- 
mount’s western  sales  huddles  in  San  Fran- 
cisco January  29-30  are  Del  Goodman,  dis- 
trict manager;  C.  J.  Bell,  branch  manager, 
and  Salesmen  I.  G.  White,  N.  C.  Buries,  J.  J. 
Curry  and  V.  W.  Murphy,  all  of  the  local 
exchange. 

Branch  managers,  head  bookers  and  sales- 
men from  Portland,  Seattle  and  San  Fran- 
cisco are  also  expected  to  be  present  at  the 
conferences. 

G.  J.  Scollard  Heads  SOEG 
Pact  Negotiating  Group 

LOS  ANGELES— G.  J.  Scollard,  executive 
assistant  to  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution,  has  ar- 
rived from  New  York  to  function  as  chair- 
man of  the  negotiating  committee  for  the 
eight  major  companies  with  the  Los  Angeles 
Screen  Office  Employes  Guild.  He  will  ne- 
gotiate a new  contract  to  cover  some  400 
employes  of  the  local  exchanges. 


Aero  Theatre  Is  Sold 

SANTA  MONICA — The  Aero  Theatre  here 
has  been  sold  to  P.  G.  and  Guy  Cameron 
by  Murray  Youlin  for  $26,000. 
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"St.  Louis"  Is  Leader 
At  Los  Angeles 

LOS  ANGELES — Topping  the  week’s  busi- 
ness was  Metro’s  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  in 
its  second  stanza  at  the  Los  Angeles,  Ritz 
and  Egyptian,  with  the  first  of  the  trio  hit- 
ting 185,  followed  by  175  at  the  other  two. 
Running  a close  second  was  Paramount’s 
“Ministry  of  Fear”  coupled  with  “Man  in 
Half  Moon  Street,”  which  played  the  down- 
town and  Hollywood  Paramount,  touching 
the  150  mark  at  the  Hollywood  showcase. 
Balance  of  first  run  grosses  stayed  consid- 
erably above  the  average  point  although 
showing  somewhat  of  a drop  from  the  pre- 
vious week’s  New  Year  sellouts. 


(Average  is  100) 

Chinese,  State  and  Uptown — Winged  Victory 

(20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 125 

Downtown  and  Hollywood — Hollywood  Canteen 

(WB),  3rd  wk 120 

Downtown  Paramount — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para); 

Man  in  Half-Moon  Street  (Para) 105 

Egyptian  and  Ritz — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 175 

Four  Star,  Wilshire  and  United  Artists — I'll  Be 

Seeing  You  (Selznick-UA) , 3rd  wk 125 

Hillstreet — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter 

Arsene  Lupin  (Univ)  135 

Hollywood  Paramount — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para); 

Man  in  Half-Moon  Street  (Para).  150 

Los  Angeles — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 185 

Pantages — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter 

Ar  sene  Lupin  (Univ)  130 

Wiltern — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 125 


"Creek"  and  "Canteen"  Gross  High 
In  Strong  Denver  Week 

DENVER  — Business  was  strong  for  the 
most  part  with  “Mrs.  Parkington”  and 
“Nevada”  at  the  Orpheum  being  good  enough 
to  get  a holdover.  “Winged  Victory”  con- 
tinued strong  at  the  Aladdin  and  “Holly- 
wood Canteen”  was  strong  at  both  the  Den- 
ver and  Esquire.  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  was 
still  fine  in  its  third  week  at  the  Denham. 


Aladdin — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd 

d.  t.  wk 200 

Denham — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  wk 130 

Denver — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB)  200 

Esquire — Same  as  Denver  180 

Orpheum — Mrs.  Parkingiton  (M-G-M);  Nevada 

(RKO)  19C 

Paramount — Enemy  of  Women  (Mono);  The 

Singing  Sheriff  (Univ)  180 


Rialto — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB),  Charlie 
Chan  and  the  Jade  Mask  (Mono),  3rd  d.  t.  wk...l35 


"Tokyo,"  "Guest"  and  "Murder"  Bid 
For  Leadership  at  Frisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Bids  for  first  place  in 
the  barometer  readings  last  week  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  Fox  Theatre  with  “Thirty  Sec- 
onds Over  Tokyo,”  the  United  Artists  with 
“Guest  in  the  House”  and  the  Warfield  with 
“Murder  in  the  Big  House,”  plus  a stage 
show.  All  houses  chalked  up  a neat  140  per 
cent. 

“Guest  in  the  House”  boasted  of  an  ex- 
ceptionally well  produced  plot  and  was  the 
first  thriller  of  its  kind  that’s  hit  San  Fran- 
cisco first  runs  for  a long  time.  “Murder  in 
the  Big  House”  at  the  Warfield  claimed  the 
distinction  of  having  life-like  display  art  of 
the  stars  of  the  film,  Van  Johnson  and  Mrs. 
Roosevelt’s  daughter-in-law  Faye  Emerson. 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  was  just  sitting 
back  after  its  hectic  first  week  of  180  per 
cent. 


Esquire — Dark  Waters  (UA);  My  Gal  Loves 

Music,  5th  wk 80 

Fcx — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 140 

Golden  Gate — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show 135 

Orpheum — Can't  Help,  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk 120 

Paramount — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 120 

State — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para);  Hail  the 

Conquering  Hero  (Para),  3rd  wk 100 

United  Artists — Guest  in  the  House  (UA); 

Hi  Beautiful  (Univ)  140 

Warfield — Murder  in  the  Big  House  (WB), 
rerelease;  plus  stage  show 140 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

Oo  far  there  is  no  solution  of  the  Sunnyvale 
Theatre  robbery  which  netted  burglars 
almost  $15,000  December  4 . . . “Pinup  Girl,” 
featuring  La  Grable,  was  the  feature  film 
at  the  extra  special  show  held  at  the  Strand 
in  Gilroy  for  all  who  held  bond  purchase 
tickets  . . . Palo  Alto  went  well  over  its  quota 
in  the  bond  drive.  Powered  by  a hard-hitting 
retailers’  “Third  Army”  and  a force  of  “block- 
busters,” a goal  of  $1,970,688  was  reached  and 
a 10  per  cent  oversubscription  achieved. 
Large  sales  included  those  to  the  Palo  Alto 
Theatre  Co.,  $25,000,  and  the  United  West 
Coast  Theatres,  $10,000. 

Supervisor  Chester  R.  MacPhee,  chairman 
of  the  board  of  supervisors’  finance  commit- 
tee, outlined  11  possible  sources  of  revenue 
for  financing  municipal  postwar  construction 
projects  on  a “pay  as  you  go”  basis  without 
increasing  the  present  real  property  tax. 
Among  his  brain  childs  are  such  schemes  as 
increasing  the  street  car  fares  from  seven 
to  ten  cents,  a five-cent  amusement  tax  and 
an  amusement  tax  of  one  cent  on  each 
seven-cent  ticket  cost. 

Rotus  Harvey,  chairman,  and  his  very 
capable  assistant,  Hannah  Oppie,  led  north- 
ern California  exhibitors  in  helping  pile  up 
an  overwhelming  subscription  to  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  drive.  Final  figures  have  not  been 
completed  yet,  according  to  Mrs.  Oppie,  as 
all  exhibitor  reports  have  not  been  received. 
So  please  send  in  those  reports  and  send 
them  in  early. 

“A  Song  to  Remember”  was  premiered  at 
the  Orpheum  here  Thursday  . . . Barney 
Rose  of  the  Universal  exchange  here  is  dis- 
tributor chairman  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
drive. 

Sam  H.  Levin,  San  Francisco  Theatres, 
was  attired  as  a chef  when  he  carved  the 
turkey  at  the  gala  Christmas  party  held  for 
employes  . . . Phyllis  Ruiz,  receptionist  at 
United  California  Theatres,  was  home  again 
with  a cold  . . . Edna  Morris  entertained 
her  husband’s  boss,  Armand  Cohn,  recently  at 
a dinner  party  . . . Armand’s  son,  Armand 
Cohn  jr.,  is  a corporal  attending  an  army 
adjutant  school  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston. 

Frank  Woods,  formerly  associated  with  the 
Telenews  Theatre  here,  has  joined  the  Rob- 
ert Lippert-Affiliated  circuit  as  manager  of 
the  Studio  here  . . . PRC  scored  with  a 
Liberty  magazine  review  January  6 for  “The 
Town  Went  Wild”  . . . Everett  Howell  was 
in  from  Porterville  making  the  rounds  on 
Filmrow. 

Carl  Smith,  Los  Angeles,  and  Jack  Hill- 
man, Morgan  Hill,  were  visitors  . . . Pat 
Patterson  was  home  ill  with  the  flu  . . . 
Elaine  Stratos,  Universal  biller,  had  a baby 
girl.  Both  are  reported  in  the  best  of  health 
. . . Tom  J.  Gamble,  master  sergeant  in  the 
air  corps,  is  heading  home  on  a furlough  to 
be  with  his  wife  Betty  and  the  little  Gamble. 
Betty  is  employed  at  Universal. 

The  opening  of  “Fighting  Lady,”  narrated 
by  Robert  Taylor,  at  the  Paramount  here 
brought  a tremendous  ovation  from  drama 
editors  . . . Ernie  Pyle,  war  correspondent, 
passed  through  on  the  way  to  the  Pacific  . . . 
Helen  Clark,  secretary  to  Bob  McNeil  of 
United  California  Theatres,  was  contemplat- 
ing a telephone  call  to  her  sister  in  Venice, 
Fla. 


Installs  New  Chairs 

AUBURN,  WASH. — Two  hundred  new 
spring  cushioned  seats  have  been  installed 
at  Frank  Graham’s  Granada  Theatre  here. 


"Fighting  Lady"  Hits 
A High  200  Score 

SEATTLE — “The  Fighting  Lady”  was  the 
talk  of  Seattle.  This  picture  has  caused  more 
comment  than  any  other  to  come  out  of  this 
war.  It  accounted  for  big  business  at  the 
Music  Hall  Theatre. 

(Average  is  100) 

Blue  Mouse — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para),  Nevada 

(RKO),  4th  wk -:r 100 

Fifth  Avenue — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd 'wk.. 150 
Liberty — Together  Again  (Col);  Unwritten  Code 

(Col),  4th  wk ,Jl30 

Music  Box — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk' 150 

Music  Hall — The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox); 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 200 

Orpheum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 150 

Palcmar — I'm  From  Arkansas  (PRC),  plus  Ella 

Mao  Morse  on  stage 150 

Pai  amount — An  American  Romance  (M-G-M) 110 

Splendid  After-Holiday  Week 
At  All  Salt  Lake  City  Houses 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Theatres  are  having 
a splendid  after-holiday  season  here  with 
waiting  lines  in  front  of  practically  every 
first  run  and  some  subsequent  houses.  Some 
special  programs  enhance  this  condition,  such 
as  the  big  extra  presentation  of  “Winged 
Victory”  week  from  which  all  proceeds  will 
go  to  army  charities. 


Capitol — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk,. 175 

Centre — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  special 

showing  185 

Lyric — Underground  Guerillas  (Col),  Bordertown 

Trail  (Rep),  plus  stage  show 175 

Rialto — Gypsy  Wildcat  (Univ);  Take  It  or  Leave 

It  (20th-Fox)  135 

State — Call  of  the  Jungle  (Mono),  Falcon  and  the 

Co-Ed  (RKO)  150 

Studio — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Uptown — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 145 

Utah — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para),  The  Man  in  Half 
Moon  Street  (Para)  175 


PORTLAND 

Oene  Englemen,  former  salesman  at  RKO, 
who  is  in  the  navy,  has  finally  shipped 
out  for  an  undisclosed  destination,  accord- 
ing to  information  received  by  his  wife  Ellen 
at  Star  Film  exchange  . . . Les  Savage, 
booker  at  Columbia,  is  back  at  his  desk  after 
an  ill  period  spent  in  a local  hospital.  Les 
looks  better  than  he  has  for  some  months. 

Herb  Jones  has  returned  from  the  South 
Pacific  after  nearly  three  years  in  that  jungle 
battleground.  Herb  is  suffering  from  fever 
contracted  while  in  service  and  is  a pretty 
sick  boy.  He  is  visiting  with  his  father, 
Thomas  Jones,  who  formerly  was  engineer 
for  the  Filmrow  buildings  here  and  lately 
has  been  in  a local  hospital  trying  to  re- 
cuperate from  an  undiagnosed  illness. 

Larry  Hunt,  who  has  been  shipper  and 
projectionist  at  Star  Film  exchange  several 
years,  has  taken  on  the  booking  job  there 
in  addition  to  the  forementioned  duties. 

Harold  and  Mrs.  Dow  were  in  booking  and 
buying  film  for  their  Vernonia  Theatre  . . . 
George  Dickenson  made  his  usual  weekly 
trip  to  Filmrow  . . . Claude  Smith,  “the 
dude  from  Tillamook,”  also  was  in  on  busi- 
ness . . . Dick  Fisk  came  up  from  Gold 
Beach  and  Bandon,  via  the  bus,  we  hear, 
to  take  care  of  his  usual  monthly  chores. 

H.  S.  McNary,  former  booker  of  Warners 
and  not  so  far  back  newly  discharged  from 
the  armed  services,  was  visiting  friends  on 
the  Row. 


Directorial  Chore  on  "Lily" 

William  Dieterle  has  been  assigned  direc- 
torial chore  for  United  Artists’  “The  Scarlet 
Lily.” 
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S&M  THEATRE  FOLK  MAKE  MERRY— A holiday  gathering  of  the  S&M 
Theatres’  personnel  was  held  at  the  Conway  Hotel  in  Appleton,  Wis.,  marking  the 
end  of  a prosperous  year  for  the  firm.  In  the  top  photo,  left  to  right:  Larry 
Brunet,  lone  Luedtke,  Maevis  White,  Lorraine  Reif,  Miss  Lee,  Irene  Hicks,  Charles 
Lowe,  Joe  Strother,  Ben  Marcus,  Hank  Toilette,  Hugo  Vogel,  Clarence  Holtze, 
Ollie  Lenz,  Don  Harrington,  Dorothy  Carson  and  Clem  Mannebach. 

Bottom,  left:  General  Manager  Ben  Marcus,  left,  presents  Don  Harrington, 
manager  of  the  Neenah  Theatre,  with  a check  for  winning  first  place  in  the  cir- 
cuit’s fall  drive.  At  right:  Hank  Toilette,  district  manager,  awards  the  second 
prize  to  Clem  Mannebach  of  the  Viking  Theatre,  Appleton. 


Manta  & Rose  Will 
Supervise  Circuit 

CHICAGO — A new  firm,  Manta  & Rose, 
has  been  formed  to  direct  the  booking  and 
management  of  all  theatres  in  the  Indiana- 
Illinois  Theatres  Corp.  and  its  subsidiaries. 
Both  Alex  Manta  and  Jack  Rose  are  long- 
time theatre  operators.  The  announcement 
that  .they  will  handle  the  Indiana-Illinois 
circuit  came  from  D.  J.  Chrissis,  president 
of  the  corporation.  Manta  and  Rose  will 
conduct  a general  managerial  and  booking 
business,  to  include  other  circuits  and  in- 
dividual houses. 

Beverly  Miller  Takes 
Over  Kansas  City  PRC 

KANSAS  CITY — Beverly  Miller  has  ac- 
quired entire  interest  in  PRC  Pictures  of 
Kansas  City,  Inc.  R.  H.  Patt  and  John 
A.  Muchmore,  who  have  been  associated  in 
the  corporation  with  Miller  for  three  years, 
will  continue  in  the  equipment  business 
under  the  name  of  the  Holmes  Projector 
Sales  Co.,  with  their  offices  and  warehouse 
at  the  same  location. 

Miller  has  been  in  the  film  business  20 
years.  He  began  by  operating  portable  silent 
shows  in  eastern  Missouri  in  1925.  In  1926 
he  took  over  a theatre  in  St.  Louis,  and  that 
same  year  joined  the  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice to  travel  the  Kansas  City-St.  Louis  ter- 
ritory. He  was  with  NSS  11  years — eight  as 
salesman  and  three  in  the  Chicago  office.  In 
1936-38  he  was  in  the  air  conditioning  busi- 
ness, but  came  back  into  this  industry  in 
1938,  handling  various  theatre  promotions  at 
Atlanta,  Birmingham  and  New  Orleans.  He 
came  back  to  Kansas  City  early  in  1942.  In 
April  of  that  year  he  took  over  the  one- 
third  interest  of  W.  Lee  Norris  in  the  PRC 
corporation.  The  other  interest  was  held  by 
Patt  and  Muchmore  and  Miller  became  man- 
ager. 

Bob  Hope  Show  Sparks 
Loop  Press  Photo  Party 

CHICAGO — The  Chicago  Press  Photog- 
raphers staged  a big  party  in  the  Palace 
Casino  of  the  Morrison  Hotel  Saturday 
night,  with  Bob  Hope  and  his  entire  radio 
show  cast  as  the  highlights  of  a gala  show, 
in  which  appeared  stars  of  all  local  cafes, 
radio  stations  and  theatres. 

As  an  advance  buildup,  the  photogs  sought 
“Miss  Photo  Flash,”  getting  numerous  breaks 
in  the  dailies  through  glamorous  cheesecake 
art,  and  finally  named  a beautiful  blonde, 
Kay  Christopher,  21,  as  the  queen  of  the 
event.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  packed  the 
Casino  at  $25  the  couple,  and  George  Emme 
president,  said  the  affair  “was  a grand  suc- 
cess.” Numerous  film  stars  who  could  not 
attend,  such  as  Loretta  Young,  Penny 
Singleton  and  others,  sent  gifts  which  were 
auctioned  off  to  bond  buyers. 

Allen  L.  Hall,  Pioneer 
Showman,  Is  Dead 

MILWAUKEE  — Allen  L.  Hall,  71,  well 
known  in  the  hotel  and  theatre  business 
here,  died  last  week.  In  earlier  days  Hall, 
associated  with  the  Davidson  Theatre,  the 
old  Academy  of  Music  and  the  old  Than- 
liouser  stock  company  made  many  friends  in 
show  business.  With  Hall’s  stock  company  in 
those  days  were  Pauline  Lord  and  Lenore 
Ulric.  He  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
in  the  hotel  business  here  and  in  Chicago. 
Recently  Hall  was  in  partial  retirement  due 
to  ill  health. 


Rosecan  AAA  Complaint 
Put  Off  Until  April 

ST.  LOUIS — The  clearance  complaint  of 
Adolph  Rosecan,  owner  of  the  Princess  The- 
atre here,  against  the  Big  Five,  which  was 
the  basis  for  the  antitrust  damage  suit  filed 
by  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  et  al  against 
Paramount,  Warner,  RKO,  20th-Fox,  the 
American  Arbitration  Ass’n  and  the  owners 
of  the  Princess  and  Apollo  theatres,  etc.,  was 
continued  by  consent  by  Harry  G.  Erbs,  AAA 
arbiter,  Monday  morning  until  April  18. 

The  amusement  company’s  damage  suit  is 
scheduled  to  come  up  in  the  federal  court 
here  on  January  23. 

Plans  Afoot  to  Make  Loop 
World  Television  Center 

CHICAGO — This  city  will  be  the  television 
center  of  the  world,  if  plans  now  in  the  blue- 
print stage  are  put  into  effect.  Consolidated 
Television  Corp.  is  planning  a 200-acre  cen- 
ter in  a nearby  suburb  not  unlike  New 
York’s  Radio  City. 

Live  shows  will  be  produced  through  the 
united  help  of  the  film  and  radio  industries. 
The  outlay  will  be  $60,000,000  for  the  physi- 
cal setup.  There  will  be  1,000  employes,  in- 
cluding directors,  actors,  technicians  and 
others.  The  Chicago  location  was  determ- 
ined upon  because  of  its  central  location. 


Explains  Television 

CHICAGO — Carl  Guldager,  film  critic  for 
the  Daily  News  devoted  his  column  to  tele- 
vision one  day  last  week,  explaining  the 
physical  properties  of  a receiving  set  and 
how  programs  are  staged.  He  outlined  what 
is  being  done  at  B&K’s  television  station, 
WBKB.  He  said  WMAQ-NBC  has  been 
training  engineers  to  move  into  the  new  field 
for  a year,  and  that  WGN  is  all  set  for  the 
new  broadcasting  setup. 


Collar  Union  Will  Ask 
Another  Wage  Increase 

CHICAGO— IATSE  Local  B45  of  the  Film 
Exchange  Employes  Union  will  ask  for  a ten 
per  cent  wage  increase  when  the  local  WLB 
board  approves  the  retroactive  ten  per  cent 
increase  now  pending,  according  to  Sam 
Lamansky,  business  manager.  The  petition 
now  under  consideration  was  filed  several 
months  ago  and  is  said  to  have  the  approval 
of  exchange  heads.  The  new  request  is  based 
on  “increase  in  cost  of  living  since  the  other 
request  was  registered”  with  the  board. 


Chicago  Theatre  Men 
Aim  at  Bond  Quota 

CHICAGO — A final  gesture  to  go  over  the 
top  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  was  made  January 
8 when  downtown  stores  and  motion  picture 
houses  staged  a celebration,  with  bond  pre- 
mieres in  the  theatres.  The  21,000  available 
seats  were  to  be  had  only  with  a bond  pur- 
chase. Theatre  men  were  making  a final  ef- 
fort to  reach  their  quota  of  550,000  individual 
bond  sales. 


F&M  Sells  22,715  Bonds 

ST.  LOUIS — Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  general 
manager  of  the  F&M-St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.  chain  of  first  run  and  neighborhood 
houses,  has  announced  that  during  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  22,715  bonds  were  sold  in  the  cir- 
cuit theatres.  These  bonds  had  a maturity 
value  of  $2,302,125.  This  total  was  accom- 
plished in  spite  of  the  fact  that  during  a 
part  of  the  campaign  most  of  the  theatres 
were  closed  because  of  the  strike  of  film  ex- 
change employes  and  the  refusal  of  the 
members  of  Motion  Picture  Operators  Union 
No.  143  to  run  pictures  from  the  closed  ex- 
changes. 
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Jerry  Winsberg,  president  of  the  Balaban  & 
Katz  Employes  Club,  is  asking  all  em- 
ployes of  the  circuit  to  give  a pint  of  blood 
to  the  Red  Cross  bank  January  18,  when  the 
group  will  make  donations  at  11  a.  m.  The 
club  had  a blowout  at  the  Apollo  Theatre 
Friday  night  (12)  after  the  last  show  when 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  was  screened.  Re- 
freshments were  served. 

There  was  a touching  sight  at  the  Tele- 
news Theatre  when  Mrs.  Anton  Pojman,  who 
had  been  told  that  her  son  was  missing  in 
action,  recognized  him  on  the  screen  among 
German  actors  in  a bit  of  captured  film.  She 
was  overjoyed  when  she  reported  the  fact 
to  Manager  Joseph  Odenthal  . . . Lieut.  Hugh 
J.  Ward,  former  chief  of  service  for  the  War- 
ner circuit  at  the  Shore  Theatre,  has  received 
a Bronze  Star  for  meritorious  service  against 
the  Japs  in  the  South  Pacific  when  he  led 
a platoon  in  a battle  on  Peleliu  Island. 

Orson  Welles  will  deliver  a lecture  here 
February  11  at  the  Civic  Opera  House  on 
“The  Nature  of  Our  Enemy”  . . . Hank  Por- 
ter now  has  30  girls  in  his  poster  department 
because,  he  says,  with  that  many  he’s  al- 
ways sure  of  at  least  ten  showing  up  on 
Monday  morning. 

Ben  Katz,  Universal’s  publicist,  had  a nice 
tieup  with  Famous  Beauty  Shops  for  De- 
anna Durbin  in  “Can’t  Help  Singing”  which 
is  doing  great  at  the  Palace  . . . Sidney 
Blumenstock,  20th-Fox  assistant  publicity 
chief,  was  in  this  area  to  whoop  it  up  for 
coming  attractions  . . . The  Loop  Theatre 
Group  did  “Once  in  a Lifetime”  for  the  serv- 
ice men’s  center  No.  1 Sunday  last  week  and 
will  repeat  at  the  other  two  centers  soon. 

The  health  department  has  been  inspect- 
ing theatres,  looking  over  candy  counters, 
soft  drink  machines  and  popcorn  and  sup- 
plies and  report  everything  is  in  the  pink 
. . . :Sonja  Henie,  here  in  her  ice  show,  and 
her  husband,  Capt.  Dan  Topping,  have  been 
around  the  late  spots.  Her  show  outgrossed 
any  of  (her  previous  ones  . . . “Winged  Vic- 
tory” broke  all  records  at  the  Civic  Opera 
House  too. 

Izzy  Slavin,  owner  of  the  Blackstone  Thea- 
tre, is  going  to  try  to  revive  vaudeville,  put- 
ting together  a two-a-day  setup  headed  by 
Veloz  and  Yolanda,  which  opens  in  Detroit 
January  20  and  is  due  here  in  March  . . . 
Jimmy  Savage,  B&K  jester,  says  that  since 
theatrical  lights  must  be  doused,  W.  C. 
Fields  is  having  his  nose  toned  down  five 
shades! 

The  telephone  company  is  using  films  to 
train  hello  girls  to  have  nice  voices,  and  dem- 
onstrated the  value  of  this  through  “voice 
mirrors”  displayed  in  the  Warner  screening 
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NOW  SOLE  OWNER— Beverly  Miller, 
who  has  with  two  partners  held  the  PRC 
franchise  in  Kansas  City  for  three  years, 
has  bought  their  interests  and  has  as- 
sumed full  control.  R.  H.  Patt  and  John 
A.  Muchmore,  the  former  partners,  will 
continue  in  the  same  location,  operating 
the  Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co.  Miller 
has  been  in  the  film  business  20  years, 
operating  in  the  St.  Louis-Chicago-Kan- 
sas  City  territory  in  various  capacities. 


loom  . . . Maurice  Rubens,  a March  of  Dimes 
chairman  (he’s  the  publicist  at  Great  States), 
says  every  county  in  Illinois  is  thoroughly 
organized  for  the  drive  and  there  will  be 
100  per  cent  cooperation. 

B&K  north  side  managers  and  assistants 
met  with  Walter  Immerman,  general  man- 
ager, and  Dave  Balaban,  district  supervisor, 
last  week  to  discuss  theatre  problems  . . . 
Charles  Ryan,  Warner  circuit  executive,  pro- 
vided data  on  the  circuit  for  “Sound  Track,” 
a magazine  with  ja  monthly  circulation  of 
18,000  which  will  print  that  article  in  an 
early  edition. 

Allan  Meitzer,  Broadway  publicist,  passed 
through  Hollywood-bound,  to  help  Eddie 
Bracken  launch  his  new  radio  show,  for 
which  the  young  lad  will  get  $15,000  a week 
. . . The  Vox  Poppers-off  in  the  local  press 
continue  to  demonstrate  more  interest  in 
motion  pictures  than  in  any  other  subject. 
Several  protest  about  kids  attending  late 
shows;  others  declare  teachers  shouldn’t  ask 
children  to  write  themes  on  Hollywood  stars 
who  set  no  example  for  the  young  as  far  as 
morals  are  concerned;  while  a lone,  writer 
came  up  with  commendation  for  the  show 
business,  because  of  its  patriotic  efforts  in 
bond-drives  and  such. 

Tom  Gilliam,  20th-Fox,  Is  passing  out 
matches  publicizing  some  of  the  company’s 
big  hits,  the  covers  containing  ads  for  “Keys 
of  the  Kingdom,”  “Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn” 
and  others  . . . The  Harris  family — Phil,  Alice 
Faye  and  the  baby — and  Don  Wilson  and 
Eddie  “Rochester”  Anderson  paused  here  go- 
ing coast-to-east  for  four  Jack  Benny  broad- 
casts which  will  emanate  from  there,  play- 
ing before  army  hospital  groups  . . . Stanley 
Levine  of  Stanley  Theatre  Supply  was  back 
on  the  Row  after  a business  jaunt  down- 
state. 

J.  J.  Donoghue,  central  division  sales 
manager  for  Paramount,  went  to  N.Y.  for  a 
confab  . . . Bob  Hope  and  his  show  week- 


ended in  town,  then  left  on  an  eastern  tour 
. . . Bette  Davis  and  her  sister  also  passed 
through,  coast-bound,  and  Bette  said  she 
dined  with  President  Roosevelt  at  Warm 
Springs  . . . Kup’s  Column  in  the  Times  says 
“Princess  and  the  Pirate”  at  the  Woods  out- 
grossed  “Up  in  Arms”  during  the  first  seven 
weeks,  but  won’t  have  the  20-week  run  the 
Danny  Kaye  opus  enjoyed. 

John  Sokey,  city  salesman  for  Warners  and 
on  the  Row  for  15  years,  is  leaving  to  take 
over  as  branch  manager  for  Warners  in 
Oklahoma  City  . . . E.  jL.  “Lou”  Goldberg, 
Republic  salesman,  has  resigned  to  go  back 
with  Paramount  in  the  sales  end. 

Lieut.  Jack  Gould,  son  of  Lou  Goldberg, 
sends  greetings  to  pals  on  the  Row  from 
England  and  wants  to  hear  from  them  . . . 
Bill  Bishop  donned  his  snowshoes  and  finally 
rounded  up  accommodations  for  Nick 
Schenck,  Howard  Dietz  and  Oscar  Doob,  go- 
ing east  to  west  . . . Jack  Blum,  former  Na- 
tional Screen  office  manager  here  who  has 
been  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  three  years  because  of 
poor  health,  is  well  enough  now  to  be  on 
the  coast  in  the  concession  business. 

The  Reel  Fellows  Club,  organized  in  1940, 
begins  1945  with  an  installation  of  officers 
at  the  Medinah  Club  January  19  . . . An- 
other “Canteen”  picture  is  being  considered 
with  a script  built  about  Chicago  service 
men  centers  in  the  hands  of  Republic  . . . 
Mort  Green,  manager  of  the  Clark,  came 
up  with  the  one  about  the  negro  lad  work- 
ing for  him  who,  in  trying  to  letter  the  can- 
opy with  “Nine  Lives  Are  Not  Enough”  got  it 
“Nine  Livers.” 

The  army  has  a film  called  “Two  Down 
and  One  to  Go,”  which  will  be  shown  to 
every  man  in  uniform,  no  matter  where  he 
may  be,  the  minute  Germany  falls  . . . 
Ben  Katz,  Universal  publicist,  has  given 
up  his  appendix  . . . James  Goston,  Warner 
chief  here,  is  already  on  the  way  to  success 
with  his  Red  Cross  drive  for  which  he  is 
chairman  of  the  amusement  industry  com- 
mittee, for  J.  C.  McCarthy,  head  of  the  out- 
door division  of  the  amusement  group  came 
up  with  a $10,000  pledge. 

Saul  Korman,  Detroit  circuit  owner,  paused 
on  his  way  in  from  California  to  Detroit  to 
visit  with  Saul  Goldman  . . . Mrs.  Ann 
Abramson  of  the  Allied  office  staff  received 
word  from  her  husband,  Lou,  former  secre- 
tary to  Jack  Kirsch,  that  he’s  on  duty  in.  the 
Pacific  and  certainly  enjoys  receiving  BOX- 
OFFICE  with  its  news  of  the  Row. 

Louis  Shayne,  head  of  Warners  poster  de- 
partment, is  on  the  job  again  after  a seven- 
week  illness  . . . Edwin  Silverman,  Essaness 
executive  is  on  the  coast  for  business  and 
a rest. 

Thomas  O.  McCleaster  Now 
Stationed  in  Nashville 

INDIANAPOLIS— Thomas  O.  McCleaster, 
flight  officer  in  the  air  corps  who  has  been 
stationed  at  Rosecrans  Field,  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
has  been  ordered  to  Berry  Field,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

McCleaster  was  a salesman  for  20th-Fox 
in  the  southern  Indiana  territory  before  en- 
listing in  the  air  corps  in  1942. 

His  Nashville  address  is: 

F/O  Thomas  O.  McCleaster, 

559th  AABU,  Berry  Field, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

McCleaster  plans  to  spend  a short  leave  in 
Indianapolis  visiting  friends  along  Filmrow 
within  the  next  two  weeks. 


Stellar  Spots  in  "Men  in  Diary" 

Jon  Hall,  Louise  Allbritton  and  Peggy  Ryan 
have  been  set  for  the  stellar  spots  in  Uni- 
versal’s “Men  in  Her  Diary.” 
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AN  “ALL-OUT”  FOR  NED  DEPINET— Combined  sales  forces  of  the  Chicago 
and  Milwaukee  exchanges  of  RKO  gathered  in  the  former  city  for  a meeting  at 
which  enthusiasm  for  the  Ned  Depinet  drive  was  rampant.  The  personnels  of 
both  cities  have  stridently  announced  that  they  are  out  for  top  places  in  the 
campaign.  In  the  photographs,  all  left  to  right: 

Top:  H.  H.  Greenblatt,  Chicago  district  manager;  Robert  Folliard,  national 
drive  captain;  Walter  Branson,  western  division  sales  manager;  Sam  Gorelick, 
Chicago  branch  manager. 

Center,  standing:  Mike  Kassel,  John  Clarke,  Harry  Lorch,  sales  forces;  Bill 
Prager,  field  publicist;  Gorelick;  Seymour  Borde,  Joseph  Cozzi,  Harry  Walders, 
sales  forces;  Lou  Mayer,  manager,  RKO  Palace.  Kneeling:  Bob  Hickey,  publicist; 
Nick  Humm,  booker;  Harry  Bert,  field  publicist;  Milt  Woodward,  RKO  Grand  and 
Palace  publicist.  All  are  from  Chicago. 

Bottom:  Jack  Quirk,  field  publicist;  Walter  Blaney,  office  manager;  Joseph 
Imhof,  Morey  Anderson,  sales  forces;  Art  N.  Schmitz,  branch  manager;  Bill  Foley 
and  R.  W.  Baker,  salesmen,  all  from  Milwaukee. 


Loop  Grosses  Good 
Despite  Weather 

CHICAGO — Like  the  postman  who  is  not 
slowed  by  slush  or  rain  or  sleet  or  what- 
have-you,  Chicago  film  fans  braved  all  this 
and  subzero,  too,  and  streamed  into  the  RKO 
Grand  for  the  gruesome  twosome,  “The 
Mummy’s  Curse”  and  “The  House  of  Fran- 
kenstein”; formed  waiting  lines  at  the  Roose- 
velt to  witness  “Hollywood  Canteen”;  kept 
grosses  high  at  the  Chicago  and  Oriental 
and  did  not  overlook  the  RKO  Palace  with 
“Can’t  Help  Singing.”  The  Woods  had  a 
big  seventh  week  with  “The  Princess  and  the 
Pirate.”  Even  at  the  loop’s  south  end  the 
Studio  garnered  nice  business  with  that 
perennial,  “Ecstasy,”  and  the  World  Play- 
house with  “The  Great  Mr.  Handel.”  All  in 
all  there  can  be  no  complaints  for  last  week. 

(Average  is  100) 


Apollo — Very  Thought  ol  You  (WB),  3rd  wk 100 

Chicag'O — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  plus 

Dinning  Sisters,  Lou  Breese  on  stage 120 

Downtown — Barbary  Coast  Gent  (M-G-M),  plus 

Eddie  Heywood  and  band  on  stage .100 

Garrick — Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 100 

Grand — The  House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ); 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ),  2nd  wk 125 

Oriental — Dark  Waters  (UA),  plus  Ina  Ray 

Hutton  and  band  on  stage 120 

Palace — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ); 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  2nd  wk .....115 

Roosevelt — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 120 

State-Lake — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  wk...H0 

Studio — Ecstasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC)  .110 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 105 

Woods — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

7th  wk 120 

World  Playhouse — The  Great  Mr.  Handel 

(Teitel),  3rd  wk 110 


Grosses  Still  at  Average  Mark 
In  Cold  Week  at  Milwaukee 

MILWAUKEE — Average  or  slightly  above 
percentages  were  registered  at  most  houses 
here  in  spite  of  the  continued  cold  weather. 
At  the  Wisconsin  “Winged  Victory,”  coupled 
with  “Dancing  in  Manhattan,”  hit  average; 
same  was  true  for  “Frenchman’s  Creek” 
with  “Tahiti  Nights,”  at  the  Palace.  A dip 
was  registered  at  the  Strand  for  the  second 
week  of  “Something  for  the  Boys”  and  “Lost 
in  a Harem.” 


Alhambra — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  The 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  100 

Palace — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para);  Tahiti 

Nights  (Col),  2nd  wk 100 

Riverside — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  plus 

Ray  Eberle  on  stage  100 

Strand — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox); 

Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 85 

Warner — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 100 

Wisconsin — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox);  Dancing 
in  Manhattan  (Col),  2nd  wk 100 


"Creek"  and  “Seconds"  Hit  130; 
"Victory"  Is  Runnerup  at  100 

INDIANAPOLIS  — Local  exhibitors  are 
looking  to  the  early  days  of  1945  to  lift  them 
out  of  the  lull  that  has  been  encouraged  by 
inclement  weather,  and  the  holiday  slump. 


Alamo — Song  of  the  Range  (Mono);  Rogues' 

Gallery  (PRC)  90 

Circle — One  Body  Too  Many  (Para) , plus  Clyde 
Lucas  and  orch.  and  Gay  90s  Revue  on  stage.  ..  90 

Indiana — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para) 130 

Loew's — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 130 

Lyric — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 100 


First  Swede  Film  Since 
War  to  Make  Its  Bow 

CHICAGO — The  first  Swedish  motion  pic- 
ture to  make  its  bow  since  the  start  of  the 
war  will  open  at  the  Lake  Shore  Theatre  on 
the  north  side  January  13.  It  is  “Stinsen 
Pa  Lycas,”  starring  the  favorite  of  the  Swed- 
ish film  fans,  Edward  Person,  and  was 
flown  to  the  U.S.  via  Clipper.  It  has  English 
subtitles. 


Police  Censors  at  Chicago 
View  4,157,000  Film  Feet 

CHICAGO— A total  of  4,157,000  feet  of  film 
was  viewed  by  the  police  motion  picture  cen- 
sor board  last  year,  according  to  Sgt.  Joseph 
Healy,  director.  This  was  a 25  per  cent  in- 
crease over  1943.  From  the  1,086  films  looked 
at,  104  cuts  were  made,  13  pinked  and  two 
rejected.  Film  permits  numbering  10,743  were 
issued.  The  bureau  is  self-supporting,  from 
fees  collected  via  permits. 

In  addition  to  his  censorship  duties, 
Sergeant  Healy  directs  the  policing  of  Chi- 
cago’s amusement  spots  and  has  on  his  staff 
60  police  women  the  consensus  of  whom  is 
that  juvenile  delinquency  here  is  waning. 


Marjorie  Main  to  "Girls"  Cast 

Marjorie  Main  has  joined  the  cast  of 
Metro’s  “The  Harvey  Girls.” 


Chicago  War  Bond  Sales 
Total  $13,000,000 

CHICAGO — Bond  sales  made  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  in  this  area  totaled 
$13,000,000  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive.  Sales 
were  made  at  bond  premieres,  on  Free  Movie 
Day  land  through  the  concentrated  daily  ef- 
forts of  managers,  staffs  and  executives. 
There  were  23  bond  premieres,  the  concen- 
trated daily  efforts  of  managers,  staffs  and 
executives.  There  were  23  bond  premieres, 
the  most  successful  being  at  the  RKO  Palace 
when  the  Clark  Gable  bombing-combat  films 
were  shown  along  with  Warners’  “I  Am  an 
American.”  The  theatre  sold  $3,756,825  in 
bonds.  The  second  largest  was  at  the  B&K 
State-Lake  where  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  was 
the  opus  and  a total  of  $3,500,803  was  sold. 
The  third  at  the  neighborhood  Ken  Theatre, 
with  “Gaslight,”  where  bond  sales  amounted 
to  $1,254,525. 
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T a Verne  Le  Breck  of  the  Metro  office  has 
been  informed  that  her  husband,  Sgt. 
Robert  Le  Breck,  of  the  20th  bomber  com- 
mand, has  been  awarded  an  Air  Medal.  La 
Verne  has  a tooled  leather  folder  contain- 
ing two  photographs  of  the  sergeant  sent 
from  Calcutta  . . . While  Oscar  Ruby,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager  is  away,  things  are 
happening  to  his  office.  Modern  improve- 
ments and  a new  floor  covering  are  being 
installed  . . . James  Coston,  Warner  The- 
atres zone  manager,  was  in  for  a confab 
with  local  executives  . . . Irene  Preston  and 
three  gal  friends  spent  a recent  weekend  in 
Chicago.  Mystery!  How  did  they  find  a 
dwelling  place  while  there? 

William  L.  Ainsworth  of  Fond  du  Lac 
spoke  before  the  Tymo  Club  of  Milwaukee 
on  “Show  Business — Past,  Present  and  Fu- 
ture” . . . Pvt.  Jack  McMillen  handled  the 
army  war  art  show  here  when  Forbes  Wat- 
son left  for  other  duties.  McMillen,  a pro- 
fessional artist,  did  a mural  for  the  Walter 
Reed  Hospital  in  Washington  while  re- 
cuperating there.  The  mural  portrays  the 
hospital  convalescent  section. 

Virginia  Mayo,  who  plays  with  Bob  Hope 
in  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,”  was  ex- 
pected in  town.  If  you  saw  the  gal  your 
eye  was  filled. 

Local  theatres  felt  the  manpower  short- 
age plenty  around  Christmas  week.  Came 
opening  and  no  manager,  no  usher  and  no 
cashier  at  one  theatre.  The  projectionist 
was  there. 

Walter  Blaney,  RKO  office  manager,  re- 
ports the  exchange  is  again  after  first  place 
in  the  Ned  Depinet  drive.  In  previous  drives 
Milwaukee  was  right  in  there,  with  a sec- 
ond and  a first  for  the  past  two  drives. 

William  L.  Ainsworth,  John  P.  Adler, 
Marshfield  president  of  ITO  of  Wisconsin 
and  Upper  Michigan,  and  Harry  Perlewitz, 
Independent  Theatres,  Milwaukee,  attended 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  national  board 
of  Allied  at  Columbus  . . . Veloz  and  Yo- 
landa, ballroom  dancing  duo,  will  appear  at 
the  Parkway  in  Madison  January  29-30  in 
“Dansation  of  1946”  ...  At  Appleton  the 


school  board  plans  to  purchase  16mm  sound 
machines  and  eight  strip  film  machines 
when  available.  This  fits  into  postwar  plans 
for  increased  visual  education  facilities. 

Fred  S.  Meyer,  one-time  Milwaukee  ex- 
hibitor now  a 20th-Fox  biggie,  was  appointed 
chairman  of  the  Hollywood  March  of  Dimes 
drive  . . . Frank  Hale,  Platville,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Parkway,  Madison,  suc- 
ceeded Don  Johns  as  manager  of  the  East- 
wood  Theatre  in  Madison  . . . Irving  Deer, 
representative  of  the  MPPD,  and  Mrs.  Ar- 
retus  Burt,  St.  Louis,  motion  picture  chair- 
man of  the  General  Federated  Clubs,  spoke 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  state  motion 
picture  clinic. 

Another  Hugh  Flannery  innovation  at  the 
Orpheum  in  Madison  is  a brand  new  grand 
piano  for  use  by  top  pianists  only.  When 
not  in  use  the  piano  is  stored  in  a cush- 
ioned container  back  stage.  Few  run-of-the- 
mill  pianists  get  that  type  of  instrument 
. . . Dr.  Julius  Ehrlich’s  Youth  Center  or- 
chestra gave  their  first  concert  at  Pabst 
Theatre.  The  youngsters  did  right  well  with 
some  long-haired  stuff.  Dora  Kamesar  proved 
herself  as  soloist  in  the  Bruch  violin  con- 
certo. 

Frank  Mantzke,  Universal  branch  mana- 
ger, has  been  named  by  Tom  Connors  as 
distributor  chairman  in  this  area  on  the 
1945  March  of  Dimes.  Mantzke  will  direct 
all  distributors  in  aiding  exhibitors  in  the 
drive  . . . Monogram  executives  Steve  Broidy, 
general  sales  manager  from  the  west  coast, 
and  Harry  Thomas,  divisional  manager  of 
New  York,  were  in  town.  “They  Shall  Have 
Faith,”  a new  Monogram  picture,  was 
screened  while  they  were  Milwaukee  visitors. 

Jeanne  Dixon,  formerly  with  the  Port 
Players,  now  in  Milwaukee,  conducts  classes 
in  television,  acting,  radio  technique  . . . 
Directed  by  Edw.  J.  Zielinski,  the  Young 
People’s  Symphonic  band  will  present  their 
winter  concert  at  Vocational  School  January 
25.  The  band  is  sponsored  by  the  Civic 
Music  Ass’n  . . . Kuhli,  that  demon  pho- 
tographer, knocks  himself  out  covering  as- 
signments for  local  showmen — any  hour 
night  or  day  you  can  see  him  focusing  cloth 


and  all,  shooting  some  theatre  front  or  snap- 
ping local  or  visiting  showmen  . . . Otto 
Trampe,  IATSE  business  agent,  reports  the 
WLB  has  granted  an  increase  of  two  per 
cent  to  members  . . . “Tonight  and  Every 
Night”  will  play  the  Palace  starting  Feb.  1. 

Booking  on  the  Rowu  George  Panka  of 
the  Metro  and  Regent  at  Prairie  Du  Chein 
. . . Lee  Sweeley,  Clinton  Theatre,  Clinton 
. . . L.  J.  Burkitt,  Classic  and  Sparta  the- 
atres at  Sparta  . . . Tommy  Lees,  Lake  The- 
atre, Lake  Mills  . . . Don  Deakin,  Dells  The- 
atre, Wisconsin  Dells  . . . Bill  Exton,  Roose- 
velt, Kenosha  . . . Ray  Zahn,  Falls,  Menomi- 
nee Falls. 

Sgt.  Stan.  Goodman,  who  made  good  both 
here  and  on  the  west  coast  in  show  business, 
has  been  heard  from.  He’s  overseas  and 
doing  a fine  job  for  Uncle  Sam.  He  was 
with  Fox  Theatres  in  Milwaukee  and  later 
with  Warner  Theatres  on  the  coast. 

At  Lancaster  the  old  stone  Opera  House, 
pretty  much  unused  since  the  Grantland 
Theatre  opened  a while  back,  has  been  sold. 
The  Opera  House  was  the  site  where  first 
sound  pictures  in  Lancaster  were  shown. 
With  a 20-piece  orchestra  “The  Birth  of  a 
Nation”  showed  for  a week  in  the  early  days 
and  returned  for  a three-day  engagement. 

Marjorie  Moore,  Oshkosh,  who  sang  last 
year  with  the  Philadelphia  Opera  Co.,  ap- 
peared in  “Naughty  Marietta”  here  at  the 
Auditorium.  The  Victor  Herbert  opus  was 
sponsored  by  the  American  Legion  . . . “Porgy 
and  Bess,”  scheduled  for  the  Pabst  Theatre, 
was  canceled,  then  for  some  unknown  rea- 
son was  again  scheduled  to  play  here  . . . 
Mail  order  ticket  sales  have  begun  for  “Okla- 
homa,” slated  for  the  Davidson  January  29. 

That  seasonal  “Black  and  White  Revue” 
with  50  people  played  the  Empress,  local 
flesh  theatre.  Jane  Knight  and  June  Marsh 
were  featured  white  performers  . . . “Black- 
birds of  1945,”  the  black  and  white  revue 
feature  of  the  show,  had  a ten-piece  sepia 
band  on  stage,  augmenting  ebony  dancers, 
comics  and  specialists  . . . Gay  Schmidt 
of  the  Metro  office  received  a matched 
necklace  and  bracelet  set  from  Lieut.  John 
Parry  of  the  army  air  corps  in  Australia. 
The  set  was  made  of  sea  shells  which  he 
dove  for.  He  buried  them  for  a time  in  the 
sand  to  bring  out  the  lustre  and  strung 
them  on  a wire.  Result:  a unique  bit  of 
jewelry. 

Harold  Worthwein,  Paramount  manager, 
has  been  appointed  WAC  area  distributor 
chairman  . . . “Cavalleria  Rusticana,”  “Mar- 
tha” and  “Tannhauser”  scenes  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Florentine  opera  chorus  annual 
spring  performance.  Rehearsals  are  under 
way  with  John  D.  Anello  of  the  department 
of  municipal  recreation  supervising.  Nick 
D’Amico  is  president  of  the  Florentine  group. 

We  hear  from  Joe  Malits,  Metro  booker, 
that  his  brother  Bernie,  in  the  army  medical 
corps  (who  did  okay  in  Chicago  show  busi- 
ness before  entering  service)  is  still  doing 
aw’right,  but  now  with  Hollywood  celebs 
during  his  free  time  on  the  west  coast  . . . 
Robert  H.  O’Brien,  former  Wisconsin  resi- 
dent, has  been  made  assistant  to  Barney 
Balaban,  president  of  Paramount  Pictures. 


Naval  Film  at  Apollo 

CHICAGO — Among  the  special  attractions 
about  the  war  on  local  screens  currently  is 
“Brought  to  Action,”  photographed  by  the 
navy,  showing  the  second  battle  of  the 
Philippines.  The  picture  is  at  the  Apollo. 


It's  "Counterattack"  Again 

Columbia’s  “One  Against  Seven”  has  been 
changed  back  to  its  original  title,  “Counter- 
attack.” 


“THE  BODY”  IN  MILWAUKEE — Marie  McDonald,  also  known  as  “The  Body,” 
making  a personal  appearance  at  the  Riverside  Theatre  in  Milwaukee  in  connec- 
tion with  “Guest  in  the  House,”  in  which  she  plays  a part,  was  hosted  by  show- 
men at  Hotel  Schroeder. 

Clockwise  in  the  picture:  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  head  of  Fox  Wisconsin  Amuse- 
ment Corp.;  Mrs.  Jack  Silliman,  exhibitor;  Mrs.  Chick  Evans,  wife  of  Chick  Evans, 
UA  publicist;  Mrs.  Robert  Allen,  wife  of  Bob  Allen,  UA  Milwaukee  branch  man- 
ager; Buck  Herzon,  amusement  columnist,  Milwaukee  Sentinel. 
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Miss  M'Donald  Visits 
Milwaukee  Showmen 

MILWAUKEE  — Marie  McDonald,  also 
known  as  “The  Body,”  was  in  town  for  a 
busy  day  beginning  with  a press  conference, 
then  a luncheon  for  local  showmen  at  the 
Schroeder  Hotel,  plus  a jaunt  to  Veterans 
Hospital  at  Woods,  Wis.  At  night  she  made 
an  appearance  at  the  Riverside  Theatre 
where  “Guest  in  the  House,”  a picture  in 
which  she  appears,  opened  later  in  the  week. 

Her  favorite  story  while  in  town  was  the 
one  relative  to  the  time  about  five  years 
ago,  when  she  was  singing  with  Tommy  Dor- 
sey’s band  at  the  Riverside. 

“I  was  singing  then,  and  only  16  years 
old.  A young  fellow  joined  us  as  male  vocal- 
ist. We  hardly  noticed  him.  Look  what’s 
happened  since  then — they  call  me  ‘The 
Body,’  the  young  fellow,  well,  they  couldn’t 
call  him  that.  He’s  Frank  Sinatra.” 

“The  Body”  also  told  the  Riverside  audi- 
ence about  her  work  as  vocalist  with  name 
bands,  landing  in  Hollywood  signing  with 
Vic  Orsatti,  a Hollywood  agent.  She  married 
the  gent.  Now  she’s  in  pictures. 

“The  Body”  tag  came  while  working  on 
“Guest  in  the  House”  her  latest  picture.  She 
reports  that  while  on  the  set  someone  queried 
“who  the  body  was.”  From  then  on  Marie 
McDonald  was  “The  Body.” 


St.  Louis  Partnership  Is 
Ended  by  Court  Decision 

ST.  LOUIS— Circuit  Judge  William  H.  Kil- 
loren  last  week  ordered  the  partnership  of 
Anatasi  D.  Pappas  and  Clarence  Groeteke 
in  the  operation  of  the  Webster  Theatre,  a 
935-seat  house  at  2117  Hadley  St.,  dissolved 
and  allowed  Groeteke  profits  of  $2,033. 

The  decision  climaxed  the  suit  filed  by 
Groeteke  in  September  1943,  in  which  he 
claimed  that  the  theatrical  partnership  with 
Pappas  was  commenced  on  June  1,  1934,  with 
Groeteke  putting  in  $300  for  the  right  to  share 
equally  in  the  profits  of  the  house.  He  stated 
that  the  business  had  proven  very  profitable 
and  has  earned  as  much  as  $9,000  a year. 
He  alleged  that  about  $15,000  was  due  him 
as  his  proper  share  of  the  profits  of  the  the- 
atre and  the  concessions. 

He  stated  that  the  partnership  with  Pappas 
moved  along  smoothly  enough  until  May  1941 
when  friction  began  and  that  in  June  1, 
1941,  Pappas  locked  him  out  of  the  theatre 
and  denied  any  participation  ip  its  affairs 
since.  He  complained  that  he  had  been  given 
no  accounting  and  he  also  alleged  that  Pappas 
had  appropriated  for  his  own  use  more  than 
his  rightful  share  of  the  profits. 

He  also  asked  the  court  to  order  the  dis- 
solution of  the  partnership  and  distribution 
of  the  assets.  Pappas  countered  with  a claim 
for  damages  and  alleged  that  Groeteke  had 
been  hired  only  as  manager  of  the  theatre 
and  had  taken  $700  from  the  firm  funds 
when  he  left  in  June  1941. 

Judge  Killoren,  however,  rejected  Pappas’ 
counter  claims  against  Groeteke  and  gave 
him  ten  days  in  which  to  make  the  $2,033 
settlement  with  the  plaintiff. 


A Chicago  Product 

CHICAGO — The  Vincente  Minnelli,  film  di- 
rector, who  will  wed  Judy  Garland,  is  a 
Chicago  product.  He  used  to  trim  windows 
at  Field’s,  then  went  with  B&K  to  design 
costumes  for  stage  productions,  did  the  same 
for  Earl  Carroll  and  finally  created  a sen- 
sation with  his  designs  for  settings  and 
gowns  for  Grace  Moore’s  operetta  “Du  Barry.” 
His  work  on  “At  Home  Abroad”  for  the 
Schuberts  brought  him  an  offer  from  a 
Hollywood  film  producer  in  1930. 
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“VERY  THOUGHT  OF  YOU” — The  “casting  director”  in  a Chicago  war  plant 
says  these  gals  all  promised  to  write  to  men  in  service.  It  was  one  of  the  tieups 
in  the  campaign  on  the  picture  in  that  area.  They  look  this  good  without  makeup. 


Curfew  on  Night  Clubs 
Is  Forecast  at  Chicago 

CHICAGO — Although  James  Byrnes,  as- 
sistant to  the  President,  has  said  nothing 
about  putting  the  curfew  on  night  spots  at 
midnight,  as  a WMP  measure,  the  local  press, 
in  news  stories  and  via  gossip  columns, 
points  out  a closing  edict  may  become  a 
reality.  Dale  Harrison  in  the  Sun  said : “An 
army  survey  of  this  area  has  disclosed  that 
of  all  the  war  plant  workers  who  nightclub 
after  midnight,  15  per  cent  fail  to  show  up 
for  work.” 

Matt  Shelvey,  national  executive  of  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists,  was  in 
with  his  assistant,  Dave  Fox,  to  confer  with 
Jack  Irving  and  Hal  Halperin  of  the  local 
AGVA  on  the  situation.  The  two  New  York- 
ers said  they  were  willing  to  cease  protecting 
as  “essentials,”  numerous  4Fers  in  the  show 
business,  but  meant  to  fight  tooth  and  nail 
against  a curfew.  James  Petrillo,  chief  of 
the  musicians  union,  and  Shelvey  were  in 
Washington  last  week,  conferring  with 
Byrnes,  asking  him  not  to  push  entertainers 
into  unfamiliar  fields. 

Legitimate  Theatre  to  Slip 
Again  After  War,  He  Says 

ST.  LOUIS — The  legitimate  theatre  business 
is  only  another  manifestation  of  the  unreal 
conditions  created  by  the  present  war  and 
will  die  out,  Martin  Flavin,  novelist  and 
playwright,  stated  in  a lecture  given  at  Sol- 
dan  High  school  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Washington  University  Ass’n.  His  subject 
was:  “The  Moribund  Theatre,  or  Death  at 
8:30.”  He  contended  that  without  the  stimu- 
lation of  the  war  conditions  writers,  actors 
and  producers  of  stage  shows  could  not  make 
a living  in  that  field. 

“The  commercial  theatre  has  no  function 
other  than  to  manufacture  and  sell  entertain- 
ment to  the  public,”  Flavin  said.  “It  has  been 
superseded  by  motion  pictures  which  are 
cheaper  and  in  many  ways  more  satisfac- 
tory. Actors  on  a three-dimensional  stage 
are  on  the  way  to  oblivion,  from  which  there 
is  no  return.” 

Flavin  has  written  more  than  20  plays  and 
several  novels,  the  latest  of  which,  “Journey 
in  the  Dark,”  was  published  in  1943. 


Scrivening  Chore  on  "Babies" 

The  scrivening  chore  on  Monogram’s 
“Black  Market  Babies”  has  been  assigned  to 
Victor  Hammond. 


Union  Starts  Free  School 
On  Electronic  Matters 

ST.  LOUIS — A class  in  electronics  was 
started  last  week  in  the  hall  of  the  St.  Louis 
AFL  Electrical  Workers  Local  No.  1 with 
some  40  union  electricians  as  students  and 
Oscar  W.  Rosenkoetter,  chief  electrician  of 
the  Missouri  Jewelite  Sign  Co.  as  instructor. 
Rosenkoetter  recently  completed  a six-week 
course  in  electronics  at  Marquette  Univer- 
sity, Milwaukee. 

The  class  is  the  first  step  in  a $10,000  edu- 
cational program  planned  by  the  union.  At 
the  first  session  a lecture  on  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  electronics  was  given. 
Later  there  will  be  several  educational  mo- 
tion pictures,  displays  of  electronic  equip- 
ment and  tours  of  local  plants  where  elec- 
tronics are  used.  The  course  will  continue 
for  20  weeks.  The  course  is  free  to  the  stu- 
dents. 

If  the  present  plans  mature  some  450  mem- 
bers of  the  union  will  take  the  course  and 
classes  will  be  conducted  three  or  four  nights 
a week  at  the  union  hall,  4249  Gibson  Ave. 
John  T.  Meinert,  union  president,  said  it  is 
also  planned  to  have  day  classes  for  the 
benefit  of  men  who  work  at  night. 

“The  purpose  of  this  school  is  to  prepare 
our  members  for  the  future,  to  enable  them 
to  command  better  jobs  and  to  elevate  their 
position,”  Meinert  explained.  He  also  pointed 
out  the  goodwill  advantages  of  the  educa- 
tional program  since  many  persons  think 
union  members  are  wasters  of  time.  “This 
is  what  we  want  to  correct,”  he  said. 

Gus  Schumann  is  chairman  of  the  union’s 
educational  committee.  He  said  that  450 
members  of  the  union  have  already  applied 
for  the  course  and  the  union  plans  to  ex- 
pand the  course  eventually  to  include  all  of 
the  present  2,400  members  of  Local  No.  1. 

Rosenkoetter  is  the  first  of  eight  members 
of  the  local  who  have  been  chosen  to  at- 
tend the  national  school  for  electronics  train- 
ing, which  is  sponsored  by  the  AFL  Inter- 
national Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers. 
It  is  the  first  such  course  of  its  kind  in  the 
country,  Schumann  said. 

James  A.  Merrell  is  business  agent  for  the 
union. 
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Sign  Man  Poblocki 
Makes  Own  Work 

MILWAUKEE — Ben  Poblocki,  head  of  the 
Ben  Poblocki  & Sons  Co.,  maker  of  theatre 
signs,  modernized  fronts,  canopies,  etc.,  has 
established  several  sidelines  to  keep  the 
business  going. 

Soon  after  the  advent  of  war  curtailing 
his  business,  Ben  turned  to  the  manufacture 
of  wooden,  upholstered  seats  for  army  camp 
theatres,  and  by  farming  out  much  of  the 
work  to  home  workshops,  Poblocki  turned 
out  80,000  of  the  seats. 

Later  he  started  the  manufacture  of  thea- 
tre seats  for  army  and  navy  hospitals.  This 
business  resulted  from  a visit  to  the  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  army  hospital  where  Poblocki 
had  informed  the  officer  in  charge: 

Couldn’t  Use  Regular  Seats 

“Why,  those  fellows  can’t  sit  on  regular 
seats.  Some  have  body  casts  too  big  for  a 
seat.  Others  have  leg  casts  which  would 
prevent  them  from  sitting  anywhere  but  on 
the  aisle.  It  just  won’t  work.”  When  the  of- 
ficer saw  the  point  of  this,  the  first  theatre 
seat  contract  was  canceled,  and  Poblocki 
started  the  design  of  workable  seats. 

Back  in  Milwaukee,  he  designed  a new  type 
of  chair  that  he  described  as  having  all  the 
mechanical  requirements  for  hospital  equip- 
ment. Some  of  the  features  are  extended 
arm  rests  for  casualties  with  arms  in  casts, 
extended  backs  for  those  with  stiff  necks, 
adjustable  and  extended  foot  rests  for  stiff 
legged  veterans  and  those  with  leg  casts,  a 
retractable  spring  operated  parking  hook 
for  crutches  that  eliminates  using  too  much 
space  between  seats  and  reduces  noise. 

Has  Another  Innovation 

To  date  about  1,000  of  the  new  type  chairs 
have  been  sold. 

Now  Poblocki  has  another  innovation.  He 
designed,  and  made  a set  of  wooden  blocks, 
four  all  together,  to  provide  racks  for  bridles, 
breast  plates  and  harnesses. 

In  the  manufacture  of  these  items,  the 
same  machines  used  in  making  the  chairs 
are  utilized  and  waste  wood  is  used.  Much 
of  the  work,  according  to  Poblocki,  still  is 
farmed  out  to  the  350  to  400  home  work- 
shops. 

“The  field  looks  terrific,”  Poblocki  report- 
ed. “And  I’ve  just  scratched  the  surface.  I 
traveled  around,  and  was  struck  by  the  hap- 
hazard way  many  horsemen  took  care  of 
their  stuff.  I’ve  already  patented  a saddle 
rest  which  will  be  made  of  curved  plywood; 
I'm  going  to  make  a trunk  with  compart- 
ments for  different  items,  and  I’ve  got  some 
other  ideas,  too.” 

Incidentally,  he’s  patented  the  harness 
racks. 

Harness  rack  sets  have  been  made  for  sev- 
eral large  department  stores  including  Mar- 
shall Fields  in  Chicago,  and  Gimbels  in 
Philadelphia. 

The  land  in  the  rear  of  the  present  Pob- 
locki building  has  been  purchased  to  en- 
large the  space  and  increase  the  number  of 
employes  from  25  to  50,  with  three  shifts. 

When  all  of  Ben’s  sons  return  to  the  busi- 
ness (there  are  five,  Barney,  Ray,  Jerry,  Ben 
and  Eddie)  many  other  new  products  may 
be  developed. 

The  idea  for  the  harness  rack  originated 
when  a friend  of  Ben’s  was  given  a gift. 
Ben  noted  that  the  friend’s  stable  had  no 
suitable  racks  in  the  tack  room  for  harness. 


Children  See  "Army" 

CHICAGO — The  Chicago  Historical  Society 
was  host  to  70  children  from  the  Danish 
orphanage,  the  Uhlich  orphanage  and  the 
Illinois  Children’s  Home,  at  a recent  Saturday 
showing  of  “This  Is  the  Army.” 


INDIANAPOLIS 


\X7’ishing  Wells”  for  polio  fund  collections 
have  made  their  appearance  in  In- 
dianapolis, and  from  authoritative  reports 
more  than  350  exhibitors  have  pledged  their 
support  to  the  cause. 

The  Paramount  Pep  Club,  recently  elected 
the  following  officers:  Edith  Theard,  presi- 
dent; Mariam  Roberts,  secretary,  and  Made- 
lin  Dew,  treasurer  . . . The  new  Boswell 
Theatre,  Boswell,  Ind„  had  its  formal  open- 
ing January  10.  The  house  is  operated  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  P.  Griffis. 

Exhibitors  recently  on  the  Row  were:  Ike 
Sollers,  Covington;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  St. 
Amend,  Flora;  John  Micu,  Fort  Wayne;  A1 
Borkenstein,  Fort  Wayne;  Dick  Vlastos,  Fow- 
ler; Bruce  Kixmiller,  Bicknell;  Mrs.  Paul 
Sanders,  Campbellsville,  Ky. 

Ray  Thomas  succeeds  Dick  Norris  at  Para- 
mount in  the  booking  section  . . . A1  Acker- 
man, has  acquired  the  Tuxedo  Theatre  from 
Irving  Talmer.  Ackerman  also  operates  the 
Tacoma  Theatre.  Both  houses  are  in  the  east 
end  of  Indianapolis  . . . E.  H.  Brauer,  Re- 
public exchange  manager,  has  returned  from 
New  York  where  he  attended  a sales  con- 
ference . . . John  Servaas,  head  of  S&S 
Theatres,  is  visiting  his  son,  iCapt.  John  O. 
Servaas,  with  the  air  force  in  Dallas. 

Indiana  representatives  of  the  ATOI  who 
will  attend  the  Allied  board  of  directors  meet- 
ing January  24-25  at  Columbus,  are  Roy 
Harold,  president;  Don  Rossiter,  executive 
secretary;  Dudley  Williston,  Indianapolis,  of 
the  Williston  Enterprises,  and  Sam  Switow, 
Louisville  of  the  Switow  circuit. 

Max  Paige,  former  booker  at  20th-Fox,  is 
now  operating  the  Palace  Theatre  at  Koko- 
mo . . . The  mother  of  Annet  Kuebler,  oper- 
ator of  the  Tivoli  Theatre,  is  confined  to  a 
Louisville  hospital  by  neuritis.  Miss  Kuebler 
also  is  taking  a much  needed  rest  at  the 
hospital  . . . Isador  Fine,  Evansville  exhibitor 
and  Mrs.  Fine,  stopped  in  Indianapolis  en 
route  to  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Iva  Moore  was  called  to  Detroit  by 
the  serious  illness  of  her  mother.  Mrs.  Moore 
operates  the  Orpheum  Theatre  at  Mitchell 
. . . Trueman  Rembusch  and  family,  who 
have  been  living  in  Colorado  Springs,  have 
taken  up  winter  residence  in  Arizona  . . . 
Pete  Panagos  of  the  Gregory  circuit  book- 
ing staff  is  recuperating  in  Arizona,  after  an 
attack  of  rheumatic  fever. 

Herbert  Ochs,  who  operates  the  Drive-In 
Theatre  at  Dayton,  is  visiting  friends  in  In- 
dianapolis with  his  wife  . . . Val  Rosian, 
brother  of  Peter  Rosian,  Universal’s  district 
manager,  stationed  at  Ft.  Benjamin  Harri- 
son, is  in  New  York  on  furlough  . . . The 
Indiana  premiere  of  Maj.  Clark  Gable’s  full- 
length  army  air  forces  Technicolor  motion 
picture,  “Combat  America,”  was  shown 
January  12  in  the  auditorium  of  the  local 
plant  at  the  Coca-Cola  Co.  Following  the 
premiere,  the  picture  will  be  shown  through- 
out Indiana  as  an  interim  activity  preceding 
the  Seventh  War  Loan  drive,  which  is  tenta- 
tively set  for  late  May  or  June. 

A bill  to  return  standard  time  to  Indiana, 
except  from  June  1 to  September  1 was  in- 
troduced in  the  house  of  representatives 
January  11  by  Albert  B.  Thompson,  Republi- 
can from  North  Vernon.  The  standard  time 
provision  would  become  effective  Apr.  1,  1945. 
The  daylight  saving  or  one  hour  advance- 
ment of  time  in  Indianapolis  and  such  cities 
as  Gary,  Evansville,  South  Bend,  Terre  Haute 
and  Fort  Wayne,  would  become  effective 
June  1,  and  continue  until  September  1. 


Metro  Drops  Two 
But  Still  Leads 

CHICAGO — Despite  the  fact  that  M-G-M 
dropped  two  games  to  Monogram  in  the 
Chicago  Motion  Picture  Bowling  League  ses- 
sion last  week,  Leo  the  Lion  is  still  leading. 
Republic  made  a clean  sweep,  taking  Uni- 
versal for  three  games;  while  Warners  took 
a pair  from  the  Film  Chauffeurs.  Republic 
was  first  for  three  games  with  a grand  total 
of  2,659,  and  Monogram  was  second  with 
2,649.  Individual  leaders  for  three  game 
totals  included  Frank  Nardi  and  B.  Klass 
with  618;  while  E.  Klass  was  next  with  612. 

Team  high  for  a single  game  was  held  by 
Republic,  also,  with  958  and  Monogram  was 
the  runnerup  with  953,  E.  Klass  has  indi- 
vidual high  for  a single  game,  with  249;  F. 
Hanzelin  ran  second  with  238. 

TEAM  STANDING 


Won  Lost 

Metro  28  20 

Universal  26  22 

Monogram  25  23 

Film  Chauffeurs  25  23 

Republic  ...  23  25 

Warners  17  31 

INDIVIDUAL  STANDINGS 

Avg. 

E.  Klass  , 177 

C.  Stocketh  178 

Bill  Bishop  175 

lack  Kirsch  175 

V.  Swanson  174 

P.  Shoemaker  ...174 

F.  Hanzelin  173 

A.  Fischer  171 

E.  Friedman  171 

H.  Gerry  171 


Klase  Still  Holds  Lead 
In  Milwaukee  League 

MILWAUKEE — In  the  weekly  bowling 
league  of  the  IATSE  Local  164,  Elmer  Klase 
held  first  high  for  three  games  with  662; 
Harry  Eifert,  second,  with  656;  George  Bra- 
der,  third,  with  646. 

Single  game  highs:  George  Brader,  267; 
Charles  Burns,  257;  Sam  Hoenig,  247;  Klase, 
247. 

Team  highs:  No.  5,  974;  No.  7,  943  and  927; 
No.  5 with  927. 

Three  game  honors:  Team  No.  2,  2,634; 
No.  5,  2,613;  No.  7,  2,556. 

STANDINGS 

Won  Lost  Avg. 


No.  8 35  19  .783-15 

No.  5 32  22  .795-30 

No.  3 29  25  .788-13 

No.  7 29  25  .786-14 

No.  4 24  30  .772-10 

No.  6 23  31  .782-30 

No.  2 .’ 22  32  .786-26 

No.  1 22  32  .759-11 


Up  in  the  top  bracket  are  George  Mace, 
with  a 182  average;  Klase,  181;  Methenitis, 
179;  Kieren,  170;  Lucht,  170;  Brader,  168; 
Roger  jVIace,  169;  Weaver,  167;  Reagan,  166; 
Trampe,  166;  Neuendorf,  164;  Millis,  163; 
Sasse,  163;  Eifert,  162. 

George  Anderson,  Sam  Hoenig,  Ray  Smith, 
James  Trimborn,  Edwin  Bigelow,  William 
Morgan,  Harold  Eifert,  Charles  Burns,  Paul 
Koch,  Walter  Behr,  and  Walter  Plato  also  are 
up  in  there  . . . Others  like  John  Kraczek, 
James  Doctor,  Frank  Paradis  are  pushing 
plenty,  too. 

Mary  Sanfellippo  Tops  Honor  List 
In  Milwaukee  Bowling  League 

MILWAUKEE — New  names  head  the  honor 
list  for  bowling.  Mary  Sanfellippo  tops  high 
single  game  average  with  182,  Joe  Tomasik, 
161,  and  Anne  Gapinski  (the  former  Miss 
Stravinski),  third  with  160. 

High  three-game  averages  find  Anne  Ga- 
pinski (newlywed)  in  first  place  with  436. 
Nice  bowling,  Anne.  Mary  Sanfellippo  fol- 
lows in  second  with  418,  and  Mary  Jane 
Lohre  third  with  389. 

High  team  taking  first  place  for  single 

(Concluded  in  next  column) 
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Film  Relic  Display 
Welcomed  at  Studio 

MILWAUKEE— Louis  Orlove,  M-G-M  ex- 
ploited-, made  the  public  prints  with  his  “Or- 
love project”  of  building  a collection  of  ob- 
solete motion  picture  equipment  for  the 
Milwaukee  public  museum  . . . Orlove  do- 
nated a Kinedrome  projector  machine  to  the 
museum  about  20  years  back  when  he  was 
aiding  in  wrecking  the  now  extinct  Thea- 
torium  Theatre  here. 

Will  C.  McKern,  head  of  the  museum,  said: 

“It  fits  right  into  my  own  plan  to  have  a 
permanent  industrial  exhibit.  I want  every 
industry  in  Milwaukee  presented  in  such  a 
way  that  the  history  of  the  product  is  a 
thrilling  story,  and  a monument  to  American 
progress. 

“The  museum  will  be  happy  to  make  a per- 
manent display  of  all  the  equipment  that 
has  brought  pictures  in  their  55  years  of 
life  to  the  present  amazing  mechanical  per- 
fection. 

“The  quicker  you  start  the  better,  because 
I fear  much  of  the  old  equipment  will  be 
junked  before  long,”  he  continued.  “We  want 
a good  display  as  soon  as  we  can  get  it  and 
we  want  to  build  one  for  the  future  that 
will  be  complete.” 

Otto  Trampe,  business  manager  of  the 
IATSE  here,  started  the  ball  rolling  by  lin- 
ing up  some  old-time  operators  for  pictures. 
One  of  them  dug  up  an  obsolete  projector — a 
Polyscope — made  in  Chicago  around  1900  by 
the  N.  Selig  Co.  The  donor  was  Robert  F. 
Paradis,  who  has  been  a projectionist  in 
Milwaukee  since  around  1902. 

Theatre  Refunds  $75,000 
On  "Oklahoma"  Sellout 

ST.  LOUIS — The  management  of  the 
American  Theatre,  lone  dramatic  house  here, 
reports  that  it  returned  about  $75,000  cash 
and  checks  to  persons  who  sought  to  pur- 
chase tickets  for  “Oklahoma,”  which  opened 
a three-week  run  on  January  8. 


Hawaii  Night  at  Soiree 

CHICAGO — Hawaii  in  films  was  presented 
at  a soiree  in  International  House  of  the 
University  of  Chicago  last  Sunday  afternoon 
by  Mrs.  Priscilla  Kasil.  Mrs.  Mary  Whang 
Choy,  a native  Hawaiian,  delivered  a lecture 
accompanying  the  pictures  and  native  songs 
were  sung  by  Carmen  Gavino,  former  resi- 
dent of  the  islands. 


Burton  Holmes  Dated 

CHICAGO — Burton  Holmes  opens  his  an- 
nual engagement  at  Orchestra  Hall,  February 
14  for  the  usual  five  weeks,  each  Wednesday 
and  Friday  night  and  Saturday  afternoon. 


Milwaukee  Bowling 

(From  preceding  page) 

game  is  Gay  Sisters,  441,  and  Gay  Sisters, 
second,  392,  then  Screen  Snapshots  with  383. 

Three-game  averages  finds  the  Gay  Sis- 
ters again  in  first  place  with  1,179,  Tin  Pan 
Alley  second  with  1,046,  and  Angel  Pusses 
third  with  1,009. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  Mary 
Sanfellipo’s  high  single  182  of  this  week 
beats  out  Joe  Tomasik’s  181  of  a few  weeks 
back  and  Marion  Fiss’s  179. 

Please  note:  All  girls  bowling  in  the  wom- 
en’s tournament.  Date  has  been  changed 
from  February  11  to  February  4 at  1:00  p.  m. 
Everybody’s  welcome! 

Your  Bowling  Reporter. 


ST.  LOU/S 

A series  of  color  films  depicting  life  in 
Palestine  were  exhibited  before  some  25,000 
high  school  pupils  here  as  part  of  the  edu- 
cational program  on  Palestine.  The  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  program  is  headed 
by  Dr.  Clark  Walker  Cummins,  secretary 
of  the  church  federation  . . . Harry  V.  “Pappy” 
Cheshire,  master  of  ceremonies  of  KMOX’s 
hillbilly  shows,  participated  in  his  final  radio 
show  here  for  some  time  last  Saturday  and 
was  to  leave  soon  for  Hollywood  where  he 
is  entering  motion  picture  work  on  a per- 
manent basis.  He  already  has  had  leading 
roles  in  several  Republic  pictures. 

In  the  damage  suit  of  Baur  against  St. 
Louis  Theatrical  Brotherhood  Educational 
Society,  the  Mercantile-Commerce  National 
Bank,  in  which  the  society  has  an  account, 
has  filed  a motion  with  Judge  William  S. 
Connor  asking  that  Baur’s  action  be  dis- 
missed as  it  relates  to  the  bank. 

Warden  Frank  Sain 
Before  Bnai  Brilh 

CHICAGO  — Warden  Frank  Sain  of  the 
Cook  County  jail  will  speak  and  show  a film 
January  17  at  a meeting  of  Ramah  lodge,  No. 
33,  Bnai  Brith. 

The  warden,  who  has  headed  the  county 
jail  since  1934  and  prior  to  that  was  con- 
nected with  other  penal  institutions,  has  had 
motion  pictures  made  of  activities  in  the  jail 
and  the  film  is  titled  “A  Trip  Through  the 
County  Jail.”  The  subject  of  his  speech  will 
be  “Your  Child  Tomorrow.” 

Tent  4 Chief  Announces 
His  Committee  Leaders 

ST.  LOUIS — Albert  Stetson,  chief  barker 
of  Variety  Club  Tent  4,  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  the  following  committee 
chairmen  to  serve  during  1945. 

Herb  Washburn,  manager  of  National 
Screen  Service,  membership. 

Henry  C.  Riegel  jr.,  F&M  division  man- 
ager, house  committee. 

Harry  C.  Crawford,  manager  of  the  Mis- 
souri Theatre,  entertainment. 

Sam  Levin,  Levin-Shuchart  circuit,  consti- 
tution and  bylaws. 

Barney  Rosenthal,  Monogram  manager, 
welfare  and  charity. 

M.  L.  Plessner,  F&M  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity,  publicity. 

Joseph  C.  Ansell,  Ansell  Bros,  circuit,  fi- 
nance. 

Matt  Schulter,  F&M  head  booker,  ticket 
selling. 

Tom  Canavan,  Altec  Service,  attendance. 

Harry  C.  Crawford,  fellowship. 

Albert  Wheeler,  manager  of  the  Ambassa- 
dor Theatre,  initiation. 

Benny  Rader,  musician,  music. 

Tony  Peluso,  Fox  Theatre  manager,  sports. 

Andy  Dietz,  PRC  manager,  club  headquar- 
ters. 

Louis  K.  Ansell,  Ansell  Bros,  circuit,  ways 
and  means. 

Stetson,  who  heads  the  war  activities  com- 
mittee of  the  Fanchon  & Marco  organiza- 
tion, announced  that  Tent  4 has  plans  under 
way  for  the  biggest  year  in  its  history,  with 
several  new  charity  projects  contemplated 
and  a special  drive  for  new  members.  Cur- 
rently the  tent  is  financing  the  special  nur- 
sery for  service  men’s  babies  at  the  union 
station. 


“Intentions"  Role  to  Rita  Beery 

A role  in  Paramount’s  “Good  Intentions” 
has  been  handed  Rita  Beery. 


Depinet  Drive  Brings 
Zesl  at  Chicago 

CHICAGO — Enthusiasm,  which  always  hits 
a new  high  in  RKO  ranks  during  the  an- 
nual Ned  E.  Depinet  drives,  attained  un- 
precedented levels  last  week  when  the  na- 
tional drive  captain,  Robert  Folliard;  his 
lieutenant,  Harry  Gittleson,  and  Walter  E. 
Branson,  western  division  manager,  arrived 
here  for  the  combined  meeting  of  the  Chi- 
cago and  Milwaukee  exchanges. 

Herbert  H.  Greenblatt,  Chicago  district 
manager,  and  the  salesmen  under  Sam  Gore- 
lick,  Chicago  branch  manager,  and  Arthur 
N.  Schmitz,  Milwaukee  branch  manager,  were 
all  full  of  pep.  Their  mental  attitudes  took 
a big  leap  when  they  saw  the  color  scheme 
and  huge  display  pieces  of  the  drive,  which 
arrests  the  attention  of  every  visitor  to  the 
Chicago  exchange. 

Walter  P.  Brown,  correspondent  for  the 
Chicago  Herald-American  who  has  just  re- 
turned from  the  Philippines  and  the  Leyte 
invasion,  was  a speaker.  Brown  told  of  the 
value  of  motion  pictures  to  GIs  and  mem- 
bers of  the  navy.  He  said  the  men  thought 
that  one  of  the  best  war  pictures  was  “At- 
tack,” which  was  released  by  RKO.  One  of 
the  mementos  he  had  with  him  was  a cap- 
tured Japanese  camera,  which  he  used  to 
take  pictures  of  the  invasions.  Many  of  them 
were  released  through  International  News. 

Greenblatt  presided  at  the  meeting  in  the 
RKO  Playhouse,  with  Folliard  and  Gittleson 
at  the  speakers’  table.  Greenblatt  called  at- 
tention to  Folliard’s  long  years  with  RKO, 
his  popularity  throughout  the  entire  com- 
pany and  his  honesty  and  fair  dealing 
methods. 

The  prizes  offered  and  the  vast  sum  of 
money  posted  for  the  drive  generated  a high 
spirit  among  the  salesmen.  When  the  quotas 
were  announced  Greenblatt,  Gorelick  and 
Schmitz  announced  in  loud  voices  that  Chi- 
cago and  Milwaukee  would  be  the  winners 
and  that  “huge  bundles  of  lettuce”  would  fall 
into  the  laps  of  the  employes  of  those  two 
exchanges  following  the  close  of  the  drive. 

Others  present  from  the  Chicago  exchange 
were:  Harry  Lorch,  Mike  Kassel,  Joseph 
Cozzi,  John  Clarke,  Seymour  Borde  and 
Harry  Walters,  salesmen:  Bob  Hickey,  field 
supervisor:  Bill  Prager  and  Harry  Bert,  field 
representatives:  Nick  Humm  and  Patricia 
Wheeler,  bookers;  Lou  Mayer,  manager  of 
the  RKO  Palace  Theatre  in  Chicago,  and 
Milton  Woodward,  Chicago  RKO  theatres 
publicist. 

Representatives  from  Milwaukee  included 
Walter  Blaney,  office  manager,  and  Morey 
Anderson,  William  Foley,  Joseph  Imhoff  and 
R.  W.  Baker,  salesmen,  and  Jack  Quirk,  field 
representative. 

Chicago  Sees  Travel  Ban 
As  Blow  to  Revenues 

CHICAGO  — Restrictions  on  conventions 
will  have  an  effect  on  loop  theatres,  circuit 
executives  believe.  Much  of  the  downtown 
business  is  transient  and,  they  said,  transients 
are  largely  those  who  come  to  Chicago  for 
conventions  and  the  like.  This  also  applies 
to  cafes,  now  enjoying  added  business  due  to 
the  national  convention  of  furniture  men 
which  it  is  believed  will  be  the  last  big  gath- 
ering for  the  duration. 


War  Art  Stirs  Interest 

MILWAUKEE — “The  Army  at  War,”  war 
art  exhibit  sponsored  by  the  WAC  of  the 
motion  picture  industry  here  from  December 
31  to  January  14,  has  attracted  considerable 
comment.  There  are  150  paintings  in  the 
exhibit. 
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Cancel  Our  Ad 

. . will  be  unable  to 
handle  all  inquiries 
at  the  rate  we  are 
receiving  them  now." 


This  advertiser  planned  to  use 
classified  advertising  in  BOXOFFICE 
Clearing  House  throughout  the  sea- 
son. However,  after  one  insertion  he 
sent  in  a letter  cancelling  the  ad.  It 
read: 

POPCORN  — OF  QUALITY.  Can 
guarantee  your  year's  supply.  VAL- 
ENTINE TIDSWELL  <$  SONS,  Green- 
ville, Ohio. 


Sell  Used  Equipment 
Buy  Equipment  and  Parts 
Locate  Needed  Help 
Find  a Better  Position 
Lease  Your  Theatre 
Buy  a Theatre 
Sell  Confections 
Secure  Needed  Service 
Find  Better  Supplies 
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Feel  Trade  Winner 
In  New  Tax  Fight 

MINNEAPOLIS  — ■ Present  indications  are 
that  the  trade  has  won  its  fight  to  avert  a 
threatened  municipal  tax  on  theatre  admis- 
sions under  a proposal  which  would  have 
made  the  operations  of  all  showhouses  an 
open  book  to  competitors  and  film  exchanges. 

A mayor’s  committee  of  15  members,  which 
has  been  studying  the  proposal,  virtually 
has  decided  that  if  the  municipalities  are 
able  to  convince  the  present  state  legisla- 
ture they  should  have  a larger  proportion  of 
the  state  public  utilities  gross  earnings  tax, 
the  move  for  a levy  on  theatre  admissions 
will  be  abandoned. 

Meeting  in  the  Twin  Cities,  mayors  of  the 
state  went  on  record  in  favor  of  a state 
law  to  enable  municipalities  to  tax  theatre 
admissions  to  obtain  needed  additional  reve- 
nue. The  matter,  however,  was  referred  to 
the  special  committee  for  a final  decision. 
Exhibitors’  opposition  convinced  the  members 
that,  if  possible,  another  source  for  the 
revenues  should  be  found. 

The  mayors  now  are  pointing  out  to  the 
legislature,  presently  in  session,  that  other 
states  allot  a much  larger  percentage  of  pub- 
lic utility  gross  earnings’  taxes  to  the 
municipalities. 

Miskell  and  Hannon  Head 
Film  Men  in  Dimes  Drive 

OMAHA — Associate  chairmen  with  Walter 
P.  Cozad  in  the  drive  to  raise  $35,000  for  the 
March  of  Dimes  in  Douglas  County  are  Wil- 
liam Miskell,  who  will  head  the  theatre  ef- 
fort, and  Frank  J.  Hannon,  who  will  lead 
the  film  distributors. 

Omaha’s  1945  March  of  Dimes  will  help 
equip  the  polio  wing  of  the  Children’s  Me- 
morial Hospital,  which  the  Omaha  Variety 
Club  has  ihelped  further.  There  will  be  no 
birthday  ball  this  year,  but  the  theatre  col- 
lections will  be  held  during  the  week  of 
January  25. 

L-B  Theatre,  McDonald, 
Reopened  After  Fire 

McDONALD,  KAS. — Projection  and  sound 
equipment  damaged  in  a recent  fire  here  at 
the  L-B  Theatre  was  repaired  quickly  and 
the  theatre  opened  early  last  month  on  its 
regular  schedule.  Repair  work  on  the  fire- 
damaged  equipment  was  begun  almost  before 
the  apparatus  had  thoroughly  cooled  and 
was  rushed  to  completion. 

J.  W.  Guthrie  Opens  Film 
House  in  Thornton,  Iowa 

THORNTON,  IOWA— J.  W.  Guthrie  has 
opened  a theatre  here  which  has  not  been 
in  operation  for  several  years.  Guthrie  is  a 
former  railroad  man,  and  this  is  his  first 
venture  into  the  picture  business. 


Son  a European  War  Victim 

WAGNER,  S .D.— Lieut.  Eldon  Scobell  of 
the  army  air  forces,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Wagner,  is  missing  in  action  over  Ger- 
many. Wagner  operates  the  Cozy  Theatre 
here.  Their  son’s  plane  failed  to  return  after 
a December  23  mission. 


E.  L.  Parsons  Sell  Cafe 

RENVILLE,  MINN.— Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Parsons,  who  have  operated  the  Revilla  The- 
atre here  since  1922,  have  sold  the  cafe 
adjacent  to  the  theatre  to  Stanley  W.  John- 
son of  Morris,  Minn.  The  Parsonses  also 
operate  the  Palms  ballroom  and  roll-o-rink. 


Don  Loftus  New  Manager 
Of  Gem  in  Charles  City 

DES  MOINES — Don  Loftus,  former  Fort 
Dodge  newspaper  man,  has  been  assigned  the 
managership  of  the  Gem  Theatre  in  Charles 
City.  Loftus  has  been  working  in  the  Fort 
Dodge  theatres  under  Jess  Day,  district  man- 
ager for  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp. 

Terms  the  IATSE 
Rumor  "Crazy" 

MINNEAPOLIS — There  is  nothing  to  the 
report  that  the  IATSE  executive  board  meet- 
ing here  this  week  will  take  steps  to  bring 
about  the  organization  of  theatre  managers 
and  their  inclusion  in  the  union.  At  least, 
to  hear  President  Richard  Walsh  tell  it  the 
rumor  is  entirely  unfounded.  The  matter 
is  not  even  up  for  the  committee’s  considera- 
tion, he  declares.  The  rumor’s  “crazy,”  ac- 
cording to  Walsh. 

Walsh  even  disclaimed  any  knowledge 
about  such  developments  reported  from  Chi- 
cago. Somebody  seeking  publicity  must  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  story  emanating  in  the 
Windy  City,  according  to  the  IATSE  presi- 
dent. 

The  board  considered  “routine”  matters  re- 
ferred to  it  by  the  1944  convention  and  also 
by  various  locals,  Walsh  said.  Ways  and 
means  to  encourage  expanded  stage  show 
operations  to  provide  additional  employment 
for  members  are  being  studied,  he  asserted. 
The  board  was  guests  of  Twin  City  locals  at  a 
banquet  at  the  Hotel  Nicollet. 


Business  Group  Fires 
At  Clearance  Rule 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS— The  “arbitrary”  rule 
that  Class  A motion  pictures  may  not  be 
shown  in  Council  Bluffs  theatres  until  28 
days  after  their  runs  in  Omaha  just  across 
the  Missouri  River  in  Nebraska,  was  labeled 
as  a “violation  of  the  Sherman  antitrust  act” 
by  Floyd  P.  Willette,  Chamber  of  Commerce 
executive  secretary  here. 

Willette  said  he  was  speaking  for  R.  D. 
Goldberg,  head  of  the  Goldberg  Theatre 
Enterprizes  of  Omaha  which  operates  the 
Broadway  Theatre  here.  Goldberg  had  asked 
the  chamber  to  protest  the  rule,  which  he 
said  is  made  through  contracts  between  film 
company  sales  managers  and  owners  of  first 
run  houses  in  Omaha. 

Chamber  directors  instructed  Willette  to 
contact  other  local  theatre  owners  and  if 
they  are  in  accord  with  Goldberg’s  opinion, 
to  write  protests  to  the  film  company  sales- 
men and  to  Omaha  theatre  owners. 


Epstein  Co.  Buys  Theatre 
Building  for  $65,000 

OMAHA — Sam  Epstein,  president  of  the 
Epstein  Theatres  Co.  of  Omaha,  has  an- 
nounced that  his  firm  has  purchased  the 
Benson  Theatre  Bldg,  for  $65,000.  B.  Gestring 
was  the  former  owner.  The  Epstein  com- 
pany has  operated  the  house  for  14  years. 
Extensive  remodeling  is  planned  for  the 
theatre. 


MIDWESTERNERS  PLEDGE  COOPERATION— Branch  managers  of  Re- 
public exchanges,  snapped  in  the  top  picture  at  the  recent  sales  meeting  in 
Chicago,  pledge  cooperation  to  their  division  chief,  Will  Baker,  with  headquar- 
ters in  the  Windy  City.  Left  to  right:  Bill  Grant,  Minneapolis;  Jack  Frackman, 
Milwaukee;  Baker;  Bill  Feld,  Des  Moines. 

Bottom:  A film  buyer  from  Des  Moines  is  deluged  with  sales  talk  about 
forthcoming  Republic  productions.  L.  to  r.:  Nat  E.  Steinberg,  district  manager 
at  St.  Louis;  J.  J.  Deitch,  buyer-booker  for  Tri- States  at  Des  Moines;  E.  L.  Wal- 
ton, Republic’s  assistant  general  manager;  Feld. 
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KANSAS  CITY 


tJarvey  Nokes  of  Nixa,  Mo.,  former  owner 
of  the  Ozark  at  Ozark,  Mo.,  is  in  Cali- 
fornia on  vacation  . . . M-G-M  exploiteers 
of  this  district  are  arranging  to  report  in 
New  York  February  12  for  a one-week 
meeting  with  W.  E.  Ferguson,  exploitation 
head  for  eMtro.  The  midwest  party  will 
include  Bill  Coleman,  Dallas  exploitation 
supervisor  for  the  district;  Irv  Waterstreet, 
St.  Louis;  Ed  Gardner,  Oklahoma  City,  and 
Bernie  Evens,  Kansas  City. 

Gus  Breeden,  Welling,  Natoma,  Kas.,  is 
home  after  a siege  of  influenza.  He  was  in 
a hospital  at  Hays  . . . Mrs.  Len  Martin, 
wife  of  the  owner  of  the  Republic  at  Re- 
public, Mo.,  left  for  California  because  of 
illness  in  her  family  . . . Eddie  Green,  Metro 
salesman,  is  back  at  work  after  his  vacation 
in  California. 


Dimes  March  Lineup 
Best  of  All  Drives 

KANSAS  CITY — Pledges  of  participation 
in  the  March  of  Dimes  by  theatres  in  the 
Kansas  City  exchange  area  are  the  nearest 
to  100  per  cent  of  the  470  operating  theatres 
ever  registered  for  a campaign,  it  was  re- 
ported by  Elmer  C.  Rhoden,  chairman  of  the 
campaign  for  the  exchange  area.  He  said 
he  was  “more  than  gratified”  at  the  re- 
sponse and  anticipates  contributions  far  in 
excess  of  the  $90,000  collected  by  theatres 
in  Kansas  and  western  Missouri  in  the  1944 
drive. 

Final  instructions  and  report  forms  were 
sent  this  week  to  all  theatres  in  the  terri- 
tory. Details  of  the  cooperative  drive  are 
being  handled,  as  in  the  past,  by  Senn 
Lawler,  co-chairman. 

Showman  Volunteers  Aid 


The  engagement  of  Ronetta  Goodman,  con- 
tract clerk  at  Warners,  to  Capt.  Louis  A. 
Wallman,  army  dental  corps,  has  been  an- 
nounced. Wallman  entered  the  service  upon 
graduation  from  dental  college.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  go  overseas  soon.  The  wedding 
will  take  place  upon  his  return. 

John  McManus,  former  manager  of  the 
Midland  here  and  now  manager  of  the  Hol- 
lywood at  Los  Angeles,  recently  was  “kid- 
naped” by  a gunman  along  with  two  of  his 
assistants.  The  bandit  invaded  the  theatre 
on  pretext  of  searching  for  his  wife’s  gpves, 
then  forced  McManus,  his  assistant  man- 
ager and  projectionist  to  walk  to  a parking 
lot  where  the  projectionist’s  car  was  parked. 
They  drove  around  while  the  bandit  de- 
manded they  return  to  the  theatre  and  open 
the  safe.  They  returned  but  McManus  con- 
vinced the  bandit  he  did  not  know  the  com- 
bination to  the  safe  and  finally  the  gun- 
man left. 

Sam  Sosna,  Sosna,  Manhattan,  said  his 
son  “Sammy”  is  recovering  without  ill  ef- 
fects from  scarlet  fever  . . . National  Screen 
Service  here  finished  fourth  among  all  the 
branches  in  the  George  Dembow  tribute 
drive  last  year. 

• 

Visitors  on  Filmrow  included:  George 
Hayob,  Mary  Lou,  Marshall;  Harry  Blake, 
Del  Ray,  Joplin;  Ralph  Larned,  Paramount, 
La  Crosse;  Homer  Strowig,  Lyric  and  Plaza; 
Abilene;  A.  Mustion,  Dixie,  Belton,  Mo.; 
Roy  Culley,  Pastime,  Medicine  Lodge;  Ray 
Jeannotte,  Roxy,  Huntsville,  and  Roxy,  New 
Franklin;  Ernie  Block,  Royal,  Sabetha;  and 
“Doc”  Lowe,  of  Lebanon,  Mo.,  and  Hays  and 
Lyons,  Kas. 

Bill  Kubitzki,  son  of  W.  J.  Kubitzki  of 
20th-Fox,  is  expected  home  from  Italy  in 
about  two  months.  He  has  finished  51  air 
force  missions  in  Italy,  which  added  to  the 
25  out  of  England,  gives  him  a total  of  76. 
He  writes  that  he  climbed  Mt.  Vesuvius,  and 
picked  up  a few  stones  there  which  he  is 
bringing  home  to  his  mother  for  her  col- 
lection. Mrs.  Kubitzki  has  a large  collection 
of  stones  from  various  parts  of  the  country. 


Publicist  in  New  York 

DES  MOINES— Dale  McFarland,  Tri-States 
publicity  chief,  spent  last  week  in  New  York 
City  on  a business  trip. 
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A letter  received  at  Rhoden’s  office  from 
H.  Glenn  Caldwell,  owner  of  the  Caldwell 
and  Princess,  Aurora,  Mo.,  before  the  pledges 
were  sent  out,  illustrates  the  spirit  of  many 
exhibitors,  Lawler  saia. 

“Be  sure  to  list  me  for  the  March  of  Dimes,” 
Caldwell  wrote,  adding  that  this  was  a cam- 
paign to  which  he  always  gave  “all  he  had” 
in  promotion  and  cooperation. 

Sam  Sosna  of  the  Sosna,  Manhattan,  said 
here  Tuesday  he  was  going  to  work  hard 
to  put  it  over  big — collections  will  be  made 
at  every  performance  during  the  week  at 
the  Sosna.  Sosna  expects  to  equal  the  $400 
contribution  made  at  his  theatre  last  year. 

A Letter  to  Exchanges 

W.  E.  Truog,  distributors'  committee  chair- 
man, has  devised  special  blanks  and  a cir- 
cular letter  for  use  in  the  drive  on  Filmrow. 

“The  money  you  gave  at  this  time  last 
year  was  added  to  the  $12,000  in  theatre  col- 
lections in  Kansas  City  and  was  turned  over 
to  the  local  infantile  paralysis  chapter.  Here 
is  what  they  used  the  money  for,”  Truog 
wrote. 

“1.  Established  an  infantile  paralysis  clinic 
at  4542  Main  St.,  with  a fulltime  Kenny 
technician  in  charge.  Treatments  are  given 
to  victims  at  the  clinic,  members  of  families 
are  instructed  in  the  Kenny  method  for 
home  treatment,  and  in  addition  the  clinic 
trained  nurses  gave  205  treatments  during  the 
year  at  General  Hospital. 

“2.  Paid  the  expenses  to  Minneapolis  of 
six  registered  nurses  for  training  in  the  Ken- 
ney method  of  treatment  and  muscular  re- 
education. 

“3.  Paid  the  salaries  of  the  technicians 
at  R.  J.  Delano  school  for  crippled  children 
and  at  Attucks  school  for  negro  children. 
These  nurses  are  on  duty  every  school  day 
and  muscular  re-education  is  a regular  part 
of  each  polio  victim’s  day  in  school. 

“4.  Paid  the  bus  fares  for  these  crippled 
children  to  and  from  school. 

“5.  Took  care  of  numerous  emergency  cases 
where  victims  had  no  funds  and  provided  for 
their  treatment. 

“Kansas  City  was  fortunate  during  the  past 
year  in  that  only  a few  isolated  cases  of 
polio  occurred.  However,  next  summer  we 
might  have  another  epidemic,  and  your  child, 
even  yourself,  might  be  a victim.  It  is  com- 
forting to  know  that  you  or  yours  will  be 
properly  cared  for  should  the  emergency 
arise.” 

George  Ross,  manager  of  NSS  here,  said 
the  branch  is  shipping  close  to  500  March 
of  Dimes  trailers  and  one-sheets  to  terri- 
tory exhibitors,  and  that  everybody  is  work- 
ing hard  to  assure  the  distribution  in  good 
time. 


Noreen  Nash  to  Long-Term  Contract 

Noreen  Nash,  newcomer,  has  been  signed 
to  a long-term  Paramount  contract. 


OMAHA 


pilC  has  moved  into  new  and  much  larger 
r quarters  in  the  Film  Bldg.  Branch  Mana- 
ger Harry  Rogers,  back  from  his  visit  to 
Charlotte,  N.  C.,  says  all  that  is  needed  now 
is  the  arrival  of  more  new  furnishings. 
With  the  move  came  a new  phone  number 
that  may  not  be  in  the  book  for  some  months, 
AT  5573. 

Glen  Bottorf,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Orpheum  Theatre,  is  due  to  enter  the  army 
next  week.  This  results  in  a promotion  for 
Francis  Barak,  student  manager,  up  to 
Bottorf’s  spot  . . . M.  A.  Levy,  20th-Fox  dis- 
trict manager  from  Minneapolis,  spent  sev- 
eral days  in  the  city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rex  Jacobson  became  the 
parents  of  a boy  Monday  in  Chicago.  Mrs. 
Jacobson  is  the  former  Mary  Lonergan,  for- 
mer RKO  stenographer.  The  baby’s  name  is 
Merrill  Rex  . . . Ruth  Moberg,  United  Art- 
ists assistant  cashier,  will  leave  her  position 
this  week  to  try  her  luck  in  Chicago. 

Harry  Leftlioltz  returned  from  a regional 
meeting  in  Chicago  for  Republic  managers 
and  other  officials  . . . B.  C.  Marcus,  dis- 
trict manager  for  Columbia  at  Kansas  City, 
has  returned  after  several  days  here  . . . 
J.  E.  Garrison,  Universal  district  manager  at 
Kansas  City,  also  spent  several  days  here. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Blank  are  enjoying 
reports  of  Nebraska’s  cold  weather— from 
California.  Blank  operates  the  Admiral  The- 
atre here  . . . Bernice  Junger  is  the  new 
inspector  at  the  Republic  exchange  . . . Joe 
Jacobs,  Columbia  branch  manager,  is  sched- 
uled to  leave  for  New  York  next  week,  fol- 
lowing one  temporary  postponement. 

Clyde  Cooley,  20th-Fox  screening  room 
operator,  is  back  from  a stretch  in  Chicago 
during  which  he  frequently  saw  his  son, 
Raymond,  stationed  at  Great  Lakes,  111. 
While  there  he  worked  an  army  stage  show, 
“Winged  Victory,”  for  18  days  at  the  Civic 
Opera. 

Fred  Rohrs,  divisional  manager  for  PRC, 
spent  a week  here  . . . Western  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  reports  the  following  sales:  New 
sound,  A.  J.  Chantry,  Osceola;  new  sound, 
Central  States’  Forest  Theatre  at  Forest, 
Iowa;  low  intensity  lamps,  screen  and  hard- 
ware for  remodeling,  John  Edding,  Aurelia, 
Iowa,  and  projection,  sound,  coated  lenses, 
Henry  Hower,  State  Theatre,  Worthington, 
Minn.  . . . “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
at  the  Omaha  went  so  well  it  was  scheduled 
for  a third  week  holdover. 

Otto  Schneiderwing  of  the  Orpheum  The- 
atre stage  crew,  says  that  Pat  Henning,  who 
will  come  here  soon,  was  at  the  original  Or- 
pheum years  ago.  When  they  handed  Pat 
the  No.  2 dressing  room  he  walked  out  and 
never  returned,  Otto  said  . . . Kendrick  Wil- 
son, former  director  of  the  Omaha  Com- 
munity Playhouse,  is  recovering  from  severe 
wounds  received  in  action  in  Europe.  He  is 
in  a hospital  in  France. 

II.  S.  Conroy,  Shelton  exhibitor,  made  his 
first  visit  to  the  Row  in  nearly  a year.  Other 
visitors  included:  A.  J.  Chantry,  Osceola; 
Frank  Good,  Red  Oak,  la.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Conrad  Evenson,  Soldier,  Iowa;  Paul  A. 
Haeker,  Alma;  C.  J.  Kramer,  Stanton;  Phil 
March,  Wayne;  Fred  Miller,  Broken  Bow; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Craig,  Plainview;  A. 
Burrus,  Crete;  R.  V.  Fletcher,  Hartington; 
Lou  Heal,  Fullerton;  W.  G.  Horstman,  Ode- 
bolt,  Iowa;  C.  H.  Albers,  Osmond;  Millard 
Retchwisch,  Tilden,  and  E.  J.  Browning, 
Danberry,  Iowa. 
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Kansas  City's  Own"  Daddy"  of  Ad  Films 
Is  Honored  by  His  Hollywood  "Alumni" 


W.  Mansfield  Plans 
New  Tama  Theatre 

TAMA,  IOWA — This  town  is  to  have  a new 
theatre  to  replace  the  Tuka  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  December  31. 

Temporarily,  Owner  Wesley  Mansfield  will 
move  to  the  old  Mills  Theatre  which  will 
be  reopened.  Booth  equipment  damaged  by 
the  fire  is  being  repaired  and  will  be  used 
at  the  Mills.  Mansfield  was  in  Omaha  last 
week  and,  with  Carl  White  of  the  Quality 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  went  over  plans  for  the 
new  house.  He  plans  a much  larger  theatre. 
The  house  will  be  built  as  soon  as  build- 
ing restrictions  permit. 

New  Mason  City  Star  Theatre 
Scheduled  to  Open  January  27 

MASON  CITY,  NEB.— This  town  is  to  have 
a new  theatre,  made  possible  through  dona- 
tions by  the  community.  It  will  be  called  the 
Star  Theatre  and  will  seat  approximately  200. 

Western  Theatre  Supply  of  Omaha  is  de- 
signing, building  and  equipping  the  new 
house.  The  auditorium  will  be  streamlined  in 
orchid,  pink  and  cream  colors  with  chrome 
trimming,  aluminum  fixtures,  burgundy  car- 
pet and  recessed  draperies  behind  circular 
panels.  The  house  will  open  January  27. 

"The  Face  on  Cutting  Room 
Floor"  Visits  Home  Town 

DES  MOINES — Joe  Miller,  Des  Moines’ 
gift  to  western  pictures,  is  coming  to  be 
known  as  the  “Pace  on  the  Cutting  Room 
Floor.’’  Joe,  back  home  for  a couple  of 
months,  mentions  with  some  feeling  the  pic- 
tures he  hasn’t  been  in.  Joe  told  us  we’d 
have  seen  him  in  “Whistling  in  Brooklyn”  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  cutting  room.  He 
narrowly  escaped  being  removed  from 
“Christmas  Holiday,”  too. 

Joe,  whose  three  years  in  Hollywood  as  a 
western  comedian,  which  included,  as  he 
puts  it,  “a  year’s  starving,”  just  spent  five 
months  and  eight  days  in  the  navy.  The 
eight  days  were  put  in  at  sea. 

But  during  these  eight  days,  Miller  was 
captain  of  a gun  crew  which  battled  it  out 
with  a Nazi  U-boat.  Broken  ribs  and  con- 
cussion in  that  battle  forced  him  out  of 
service. 

But  he’s  in  pretty  good  shape  now  and 
will  be  able  to  report  to  Monogram  around 
March  1 for  more  westerns.  Joe  has  ap- 
peared in  pictures  with  Hoot  Gibson,  Bob 
Steele,  Ken  Maynard  and  Red  Skelton.  He’s 
married  and  has  three  children. 

Auditorium  at  Tampa,  Kas., 
Is  Destroyed  by  Fire 

TAMPA,  KAS. — The  Auditorium  Theatre, 
owned  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Moffitt,  who  operates 
the  house,  was  destroyed  by  fire  January  6. 
Moffitt,  who  had  his  dental  laboratory  in  the 
theatre  building,  lost  irreplaceable  dental 
equipment  in  the  fire. 


Des  Moines  Deposits  Up 

DES  MOINES — Iowa’s  income,  the  greatest 
in  history,  is  reflected  in  Des  Moines  bank 
deposits,  figures  for  which  were  released  last 
week.  Published  statements  showed  an  in- 
crease in  deposits  of  $47,575,320,  or  approxi- 
mately 24  per  cent,  over  those  of  a year  ago. 


Fire  Damages  Gem 

RICHLAND,  MO.— H.  E.  Porta’s  Gem  The- 
atre was  damaged  by  fire  January  13  with 
loss  of  equipment  and  seats.  Porta  also 
operates  the  Community  Theatre  at  Hu- 
mansville. 


By  VELMA  WEST  SYKES 

KANSAS  CITY — A.  V.  Cauger,  pioneer  ad- 
vertising film  man,  has  been  revealed  as  the 
originator  of  the  animated  cartoon  idea  at 
a recent  dinner  given  for  him  in  Hollywood. 
It  was  attended  by  Walt  Disney  and  other 
famous  alumni  of  his  old  United  Film  Ad- 
vertising Co.,  which  he  built  at  25th  and 
Charlotte  here  in  1920. 

Among  the  “old  grads”  now  carrying  on 
as  animators,  cameramen  and  in  other  mo- 
tion picture  activities  to  which  they  gravi- 
tated after  serving  periods  with  Cauger  are 
J.  B.  Hardaway,  Dick  Clinton,  Isadore  Fre- 


ling,  Max  Ising,  Fred  Harmon,  Henry  Millar, 
Jack  Miller,  Butch  Davis,  Henry  Byers,  James 
Craig,  Ub  Iwerks,  Art  Goebel,  Hal  McAlpin, 
George  Miller,  Jimmy  Lowerre,  John  Con- 
nolly, C.  B.  Maxwell  and  Mrs.  Dick  Clinton. 
Mrs.  Clinton  was  Cauger's  secretary  when  the 
others  worked  for  him  in  various  jobs. 


Sensing  a future  for  these,  he  sold  his  the- 
atre and  came  to  Kansas  City  and  opened 
up  the  Kansas  City  Slide  Co.  at  1015  Cen- 
tral. That  was  in  1910  and  in  1915  he  ex- 
panded by  starting  to  make  advertising  film. 
Animated  cartoons  were  the  first  medium 
used,  although  later  live  photographs  were 
made.  Disney  started  his  apprenticeship 
with  Cauger’s  company  around  1920  and  was 
an  animator  about  four  years.  Then  he  and 
Ubbie  Iwerks  started  their  “Laugh-o-Grams,” 
but  found  they  needed  to  be  in  Hollywood  to 
get  the  best  results  from  their  efforts,  so 
moved  out  there,  as  have  23  others  who  start- 
ed with  Cauger,  most  of  whom  attended  the 
recent  dinner  there  in  his  honor. 

Still  Busy  With  Film  Ads 

Mrs.  Cauger  accompanied  her  husband  on 
the  trip.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Finck, 
lives  at  San  Bernardino,  Calif.  She  and 
Captain  Finck,  as  well  as  the  mother,  were 
able  to  attend  the  dinner  and  listen  to  “re- 
member when”  stories  with  which  the  evening 
was  punctuated. 

Cauger  still  has  an  advertising  film  dis- 
tributing service  which  is  located  at  11024 
Winner  Rd„  but  he  no  longer  is  in  the  pro- 
duction end. 


Beverly  Miller  Speaks 

KANSAS  CITY — At  a special  luncheon 
meeting  of  the  aviation  section  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  Hotel 
Phillips,  Beverly  Miller,  PRC  franchise  hold- 
er and  an  active  leader  in  civil  air  patrol 
work,  was  introduced  as  the  speaker  by  Capt. 
Harry  Hall,  commander  of  Squadron  2 of 
Kansas  City.  The  theme  of  Miller’s  address 
was  the  enrollment  of  10,000  new  members 
in  local  civil  air  patrol  work.  It  is  proposed 
to  organize  a squadron  at  each  high  school 
in  the  community  as  a nucleus  for  further 
expansion.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
carry  out  details  of  the  project. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 


Reel  and  Slide  for  5 Cents 

It  was  in  1907  and  at  Granite  City,  111., 
that  Cauger  first  got  into  theatre  business 
as  an  exhibitor.  He  remembers  that  they 
gave  one  reel  and  a slide  for  a nickel,  the 
show  running  about  20  minutes.  He  also  re- 
minds you  that  in  those  days  a vacant  store- 
room could  be  converted  into  a theatre  with 
a few  folding  chairs  and  a screen.  Many 
persons  would  go  from  one  show  to  another 
in  order  to  get  a full  evening’s  entertain- 
ment. He  and  one  competitor  were  just  a 
few  doors  from  each  other  and  practically 
supplemented  each  other’s  programs,  so  easy 
was  it  to  go  from  one  to  the  other  by  the 
paying  of  another  nickel  and  walking  a few 
steps.  But  a competitor  several  blocks  away 
started  showing  three-reelers,  because  he 
wasn’t  getting  his  share  of  the  trade.  For 
this  he  got  ten  cents.  Drastic  measures  had' 
to  be  taken,  so  the  two  rivals  in  the  same 
block  started  adding  vaudeville  acts  and  also 
charging  a dime.  It  was  exciting  competi- 
tion and  there  were  no  government  agencies 
to  protest. 

Cauger  went  from  Granite  City  to  Carlyle, 
111.,  and  on  from  there  to  Neosho,  Mo.  Find- 
ing time  on  his  hands  because  the  city  owned 
the  light  plant  and  its  policy  of  no  elec- 
tricity in  the  afternoons  meant  no  matinees 
and  there  was  no  Sunday  show,  Cauger,  who 
was  also  a photographer,  began  making  slides, 
using  flying  letters  and  handwritten  copy. 


A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 

115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 

Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

Tom  Edwards,  President 
Geo.  W.  Baker,  Sec.-Treas. 

128  W.  18th  St.— Harrison  4825 
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Award  to  Showman  for  Civic  Service 


A.  H.  Blank  Chosen  Winner 
Of  Des  Moines  Tribune 
Community  Award 

DES  MOINES — A.  H.  Blank,  president  of 
Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.  and  Central  States 
Theatre  Corp.,  has  been  named  winner  of 
the  Des  Moines  Tribune’s  Community  award 
“for  outstanding  service  to  the  city  of  Des 
Moines  during  1944."  Blank  is  the  first 
member  of  the  motion  picture  industry  to 
receive  the  award,  highest  civic  recognition 
accoi'ded  a resident  of  Des  Moines. 

Blank,  64,  was  in  Florida  with  Mrs.  Blank, 
who  is  in  ill  health,  when  the  honor  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  a jury  of  nine  former 
award  winners. 

Hospital  Only  His  Latest  Gift 

The  selection  was  based  upon  the  motion 
picture  executive’s  “many  outstanding  serv- 
ices to  the  community,”  among  which  was 
the  recent  donation  to  the  city  by  him  and 
Mrs.  Blank  of  the  $300,000  Raymond  Blank 
Memorial  Hospital  for  Children.  However, 
members  of  the  jury  in  arriving  at  their 
decision  to  make  the  award  to  Blank,  said 
it  was  based  upon  a number  of  services 
given  by  Blank  over  a period  of  years,  par- 
ticularly since  1940. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  although  Blank 
had  given  the  city  the  new  hospital,  the  gift 
was  only  one  on  the  list  of  unselfish  acts 
performed  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  the  city 
and  state. 

The  fact  that  Blank,  as  chairman  of  the 
War  Activities  Committee  of  the  Iowa-Ne- 
braska  motion  picture  industry,  has  headed 
that  group’s  work  in  publicizing  every  one 
of  the  six  war  loan  campaigns  during  the 
present  war,  was  taken  into  consideration. 
Blank  has  headed  the  activities  of  the  mid- 
west film  industry  in  the  various  Iowa  Red 
Cross  campaigns,  the  USO  drives  and  the 
annual  March  of  Dimes.  He  was  state  chair- 
man also  for  the  Russian  war  relief  cam- 
paign, it  was  added. 

Chairman  for  1945  Drives 

He  has  been  named  Iowa  chairman  of  the 
motion  picture  industry  for  the  1945  Red 
Cross  drive  and  the  1945  March  of  Dimes. 
In  December  he  attended  a conference  of 
nationally  known  motion  picture  leaders 
called  by  the  President  to  discuss  publicity 
for  the  coming  March  of  Dimes. 

“These  activities  in  behalf  of  the  war  ef- 
fort,” the  jury  said,  “have  been  almost  con- 
tinuous since  Blank  first  was  named  co- 
ordinator between  the  midwest  motion  pic- 
ture industry  and  the  government  in  1940 
for  the  distribution  and  exhibition  of  films 
designed  to  prepare  the  American  people  for 
the  war  which  government  officials  saw  in 
the  offing.” 

The  jury  emphasized  the  fact  that  Blank 
has  given  not  only  most  of  his  time  but  also 
has  financed  virtually  all  of  his  personal 
expenses  connected  with  obtaining  complete 
cooperation  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  motion 
picture  exhibitors  in  the  numerous  drives. 

Active  Outside  Industry 

Entirely  outside  the  motion  picture  field, 
Blank’s  contribution  to  the  community  and 
state  has  been  notable.  As  chairman  of  the 
Iowa  chapter  of  Bnai  Brith  he  headed  a 
campaign  which  raised  approximately  $10,000 
for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  recre- 
ational facilities  at  Shick  Hospital  for  World 
War  2 veterans  at  Clinton.  This  included 
pool  rooms,  game  rooms,  and  loudspeakers 
on  each  floor,  as  well  as  earphones  for  bed 


HONORED  CITIZEN— A.  H.  Blank 
(above),  winner  of  the  Des  Moines  Trib- 
une Community  award  for  outstanding 
service  to  the  city  during  1944. 


patients  which  enable  them  to  hear  all  pro- 
grams in  the  main  auditorium  besides  the 
usual  radio  broadcasts. 

Blank  was  instrumental  in  aiding  the  Des 
Moines  public  schools  to  obtain  equipment 
for  visual  education.  He  is  one  of  the  major 
supporters  and  contributors  to  the  Jewish 
Home  for  the  Aged  and  the  Jewish  welfare 
fund. 

In  1940  he  and  Mrs.  Blank  donated  money 
for  the  purchase  and  equipment  of  a Red 
Cross  ambulance  for  service  in  England.  He 
is  also  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
motion  picture  charities  fund. 

He  long  has  been  a supporter  of  the  Boy 
Scouts.  His  son  Raymond,  who  died  Mar.  8, 
1943,  was  one  of  the  youngest  Eagle  Scouts 
to  win  that  honor  here.  Blank  is  a member 
of  the  executive  board  of  Tall  Corn  council 
of  the  scouts.  He  is  a member  also  of  the 
board  of  Iowa  Methodist  Hospital. 

Notified  by  Telegram 

Notified  by  telegram  of  the  award,  the 
theatre  executive  replied: 

“I  feel  very  grateful  and  honored  for  hav- 
ing been  awarded  the  Tribune  Community 
service  cup.  Any  service  I have  rendered 
has  been  accomplished  through  the  support 
of  my  fine  and  loyal  organization  and  the 
motion  picture  exhibitors  of  the  state.  With- 
out their  aid  I could  not  have  served  or  ac- 
complished as  much  as  we  did. 

“I  hope  to  continue  to  serve  my  commu- 
nity which  I love  so  much,  as  I have  tried 
to  do  in  the  past.  I am  sorry  because  of  Mrs. 
Blank’s  illness  I am  not  in  Des  Moines  per-^ 
sonally  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  jury.” 

Presentation  of  the  award,  a silver  loving 
cup,  will  be  made  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blank 
return  to  Des  Moines  in  February  by  Judge 
Joseph  E.  Meyer,  chairman  of  the  jury,  at  an 
appropriate  ceremony. 

Blank  was  born  July  25,  1880,  in  Galatz, 
Romania,  and  came  with  other  members  of 
the  family  to  Council  Bluffs  when  he  was 
eight  to  join  the  father  who  had  preceded 
them. 

One  of  his  first  business  ventures  came 
with  the  opening  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
exposition  in  Omaha  in  1898.  There  the  am- 
bitious youth  began  as  a seller  of  balloons 
and  other  novelties.  However,  it  was  as  a 


Contribution  of  Time  to  War 
Efforts  Emphasized  by 
Jury  in  Decision 

barker  for  the  “Giant  See  Saw”  on  the  Mid- 
way that  he  got  his  first  idea  of  the  possi- 
bilities of  amusing  the  public. 

Opened  First  Theatre  in  1912 

It  was  not  until  several  years  later  that 
his  abilities  in  the  entertainment  field  gained 
an  outlet.  In  1912  he  opened  the  Casino  The- 
atre in  partnership  here  with  the  late  Abe 
Frankie.  With  the  idea  of  giving  Des  Moines 
something  new  in  motion  picture  houses, 
Blank  sold  out  his  Casino  interest  in  1914 
to  Frankie,  and  opened  the  Garden  Theatre 
in  its  present  location.  At  that  time  it  was 
considered  the  last  word  in  theatre  archi- 
tecture and  construction. 

Quick  to  see  the  possibilities  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry,  Blank  began  an  ex- 
pansion program  with  new  theatres  in  Dav- 
enport, Cedar  Rapids,  Omaha  and  many 
smaller  cities  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  He 
became  a member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  First  National  Pictures,  and  soon  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  major  exhibitors  of  the 
midwest. 

In  1926  he  sold  a half  interest  in  his  22 
theatres  to  Famous  Players  Theatre  Corp., 
and  three  years  later  he  disposed  of  his  re- 
maining interest  to  Paramount  Famous  Lasky 
Corp.  and  announced  his  retirement  from  the 
business. 

Organized  Independent  Group 

Blank  discovered  about  that  time  that  re- 
tirement failed  to  satisfy  him,  and  he  or- 
ganized Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.,  composed 
of  a group  of  independent  theatres.  It  has 
since  grown  to  become  one  of  the  largest 
motion  picture  theatre  groups  in  the  west, 
and  now  numbers  48  theatres  in  Iowa,  Ne- 
braska and  Illinois. 

In  1929  Blank  was  named  receiver  of  his 
original  theatre  holdings  when  the  Para- 
mount-Publix  Corp.  when  into  bankruptcy. 
Meanwhile  Central  States  Theatre  Corp.  was 
growing  steadily  after  its  organization  in 
1928.  It  numbers  42  houses  today. 

The  year  1937  was  an  important  one  for 
Blank.  At  that  time  he  went  into  a perma- 
nent partnership  with  Paramount  Pictures, 
Inc.,  retaining  50  per  cent  ownership  in  both 
Tri-States  and  Central  States  circuits.  That 
year  marked  also  one  of  the  high  spots  in 
his  life,  celebration  of  his  25th  anniversary 
in  the  motion  picture  business. 

On  the  evening  of  Dec.  9,  1937,  more  than 
400  of  his  friends,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
industry,  met  at  Hotel  Fort  Des  Moines  to 
pay  him  tribute.  Among  the  speakers  and 
special  guests  were  film  executives  from  New 
York  and  Hollywood,  and  exhibitors  and  dis- 
tributors from  all  sections  of  the  country, 
in  addition  to  the  governors  of  Iowa  and 
Nebraska. 

Blank  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Levy  of 
South  Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  20,  1905.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Jacob  Levy  who  occupied  the 
bench  there  for  26  years.  Their  son,  Lieut, 
(j.g.)  Myron  N.  Blank,  was  treasurer  of  Tri- 
States  and  secretary  of  Central  States  The- 
atres Corp.  when  he  enlisted  in  the  navy  in 
October  1943. 

Blank  is  a Mason,  a member  of  the  Des 
Moines  and  Hyperion  clubs  and  a member  of 
the  Picture  Pioneers  Club  composed  of  vet- 
erans who  have  been  associated  with  the  film 
industry  for  25  years  or  more.  He  is  a mem- 
ber also  of  Bnai  Jeshurun  Temple. 
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First  Runs  at  Omaha 
In  Another  Big  Week 

OMAHA — On  the  heels  of  a high  mark  by 
first  visit  to  the  Row  in  nearly  a year.  Other 
first  run  houses,  the  same  quartet  went  on 
to  even  greater  heights  for  another  week. 
Two  houses,  the  Orpheum  and  Paramount, 
were  close  to  records.  Taken  as  a group, 
the  week  will  probably  be  a mark  to  shoot 
at  during  all  of  1945.  The  Paramount,  fea- 
turing “Since  You  Went  Away,”  hit  195  per 
cent,  the  second-best  effort  since  the  house 
reopened.  Only  “Going  My  Way”  finished 
higher  there. 

The  Orpheum  for  the  second  straight  week 
had  a stage  bill,  Frankie  Carle  and  his  or- 
chestra, plus  a picture,  “Abroad  With  Two 
Yanks,”  again  soaring  to  185  per  cent.  The 
second  week  of  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,” 
moved  over  from  the  Paramount  to  the 
Omaha  Theatre,  and  “Hollywood  Canteen” 
at  the  Brandeis  Theatre  were  not  far  be- 
hind. 

Weather  was  alternately  sloppy  and  icy, 
rain  and  then  snow. 


(Average  is  100) 

Brandeis — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) - 135 

Omaha — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 130 

Orpheum — Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA),  plus 

Frankie  Carle's  orchestra  on  stage. ..j. 185 

Paramount — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA)  ...195 

State — Crime  School  (WB);  Girls  on 

Probation  (WB)  100 

Town — Ghost  Guns  (Mono);  Moon  Over  Las  Vegas 
(Univ);  Voice  in  the  Wind  (UA),  split  with 
Strangers  in  the  Night  (Rep);  Cheyenne  Wild- 
cat (Rep);  The  Impatient  Years  (Col) 110 


"Thin  Man"  Brings  In  Fat  Totals 
On  His  Return  to  Kansas  City 

KANSAS  CITY — -“The  Thin  Man  Goes 
Home”  brought  in  super  boxoffice  totals 
at  the  Midland  while  “And  Now  Tomorrow” 
continued  to  draw  crowds  in  its  third  and 
final  week  at  the  Newman. 

The  Orpheum  did  very  well  with  “The  Very 
Thought  of  You”  and  “Dead  End.”  Crowds 
jammed  the  Esquire,  Uptown  and  Fairway 
to  hear  Deanna  Durbin  in  “Can’t  Help  Sing- 
ing.” “San  Diego,  I Love  You,”  “The  Navy 
Way”  and  a star  studded  stage  show  re- 
sulted in  good  business  at  the  Tower. 


Esquire — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 140 

Fairway  and  Uptown — Same  as  Esquire 150 

Midland — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 135 

Newman — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  3rd  wk 115 

Orpheum — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB); 

Dead  End,  reissue  105 

Tower — San  Diego,  I Love  You  (Univ); 

The  Navy  Way  (Para)  105 


"Tokyo"  Goes  Well  in  Des  Moines 
And  Stays  Four  More  Days 

DES  MOINES — Another  holdover  was  set 
for  a downtown  A house  here  last  week. 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  playing  at 
the  Des  Moines  Theatre,  drew  excellent 
crowds  its  first  week,  and  was  moved  over 
to  the  Paramount  Theatre  for  four  more 
days. 

The  double  bill  at  the  Paramount,  “Bowery 
to  Broadway”  and  “Man  on  Half  Moon 
Street,”  proved  the  second-best  drawing  card. 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  finished  its  second 
week  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre. 


Des  Moines — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M)  105 

Orpheum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 95 

Paramount — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ);  Man 

on  Half  Moon  Street  (Univ) 100 


"Can't  Help  Singing"  Grosses  160 
With  Holdovers  Pulling  Well 

MINNEAPOLIS — Exceptionally  fine  busi- 
ness was  garnered  by  newcomers  “Can’t 
Help  Singing”  at  Radio  City  and  the  Or- 
pheum’s  stage  show,  headed  by  Johnny 
Long’s  orchestra  and  the  Harmonica  Rascals, 
with  “The  Climax”  on  the  screen.  The  hold- 


BEVERLY  MILLER — As  announced  last 
week,  Miller  has  purchased  the  holdings 
of  his  two  partners  in  the  PRC  franchise 
in  Kansas  City.  Miller  has  been  very  ac- 
tive in  civic  projects,  including  civil  air 
patrol.  Plans  for  the  future  are  to  be 
announced  soon,  according  to  Miller. 


overs  also  did  exceptionally  well. 

Aster — Sergeant  Mike  (Col);  Sing,  Neighbor, 

Sing  (Rep)  110 

Century — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  6th  wk 140 

Gopher — The  Pearl  of  Death  (Univ) 100 

Lyric — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

4th  wk 145 

Orpheum — The  Climax  (Univ),  plus  stage  show... 150 

Radio  City — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 160 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 170 

World — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  wk 100 


Term-Ticketed  Dick  Foran 

Skirball  Productions  has  term-ticketed  Dick 
Fortin  to  play  in  two  pictures  annually,  al- 
lowing him  one  outside  film  a year. 


Sam  Blair,  owner  of  the  Blair  Theatre  in 
Smith  Center,  Kas.,  learned  “all  about”  the 
principle  of  radar  from  his  brother  Bill, 
owner  of  the  Blair  Theatre  at  Osborne,  Kas., 
and  now  is  a seaman  second  class  in  a radar 
unit  in  the  navy.  The  explanation  was  for- 
warded by  Bill  in  a recent  letter  to  Sam 
and  Sue,  the  latter  Sam’s  wife.  The  letter 
follows: 

“Even  hinting  around  that  a fine  floating 
palace  like  the  Ranger  was  an  old  tub  is 
fighting  words  in  this  man’s  navy.  For  that 
crack,  I’m  just  going  to  penalize  you  one 
cup  of  coffee,  and  I don’t  mean  that  kind 
that  they  call  ‘Joe’  aboard  ship,  either.  I 
have  in  mind  that  particular  blend  that  they 
sell  for  seven  cents  a cup  in  Kansas  City. 

“An  old  salt  like  you  has  probably  been 
able  to  pick  up  the  dope  on  about  what 
radar  does,  at  least  more  than  I can  tell 
you,  but  without  letting  out  any  military 
secrets  at  all  I can  tell  you  how  it  originated. 
According  to  navy  lore,  a lazy  old  Indian 
chief  named  Had-One-Too-Many  was  the 
first  person  known  to  use  it.  He  was  a 
great  hunter  in  his  days,  but  always  went 
hunting  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  his 
enthusiasm  for  the  pursuit  of  big  game  would 
get  caught  out  after  dark  and  get  hope- 
lessly lost.  It  happened  so  many  times  that 
he  decided  that  unless  he  discovered  some 
way  to  find  his  way  home  at  night  he  would 
have  to  change  his  hunting  habits.  He 


Air  Force  Men  See 
Iowa  'Victory'  Debut 

DES  MOINES — Among  a small  group  of 
persons  watching  a special  screening  of 
“Winged  Victory,”  at  the  20th-Fox  screening 
room  here  last  week  were  two  lieutenants 
who  are  members  of  the  air  force. 

One  was  there  because  he  believed  he 
might  see  his  own  person  on  the  screen.  At 
least  he  knew  he’d  been  in  some  of  the 
groups  upon  which  the  “Winged  Victory” 
camera  was  turned  at  the  Santa  Ana,  Calif., 
air  base  last  June.  Afterward  he  said  he 
had  seen  himself,  along  with  numerous  of 
his  buddies  in  a couple  of  sequences.  He  re- 
called that  for  the  film  his  outfit  of  flying 
students  had  doffed  their  cadet  brass  for 
private’s  uniforms  and  that  their  film  work 
had  been  an  army  detail. 

He  was  Lieut.  Robert  Garrett,  23,  of  924 
Thirty-seventh  St. 

The  other  was  present  more  or  less  as  the 
honored  guest.  A fighter  pilot  in  England, 
he  was  shot  down  over  France  last  June.  He 
broke  a leg  in  landing  by  parachute.  Free 
for  a short  while,  he  was  captured  by  the 
Germans  and  placed  in  one  of  their  prison 
camps  in  Normandy.  He  remained  a prisoner 
of  war  34  days.  Then  advancing  American 
troops  freed  him.  When  the  Yanks  came 
marching  in  the  Germans  went  marching 
out,  leaving  their  prisoners.  Then  it  was 
hospitalization  in  England  for  the  lieutenant. 

He  rejoined  his  squadron  last  November, 
but  a flight  surgeon  looked  him  over  and  de- 
cided he  wasn’t  in  shape  for  combat.  So 
they  sent  him  home  last  month.  He  goes 
next  to  the  hospital  at  Santa  Ana,  Calif.  He 
is  Lieut.  Kenneth  Levy,  28,  son  of  Mrs.  Marie 
Holdsworth  of  2224  East  23rd  St.  Mrs.  Hods- 
worth  is  an  inspector  for  M-G-M  here. 


Harry  Warren  East 

DES  MOINES — Harry  Warren,  Central 
States  executive,  was  in  New  York  City  re- 
cently on  a business  trip. 


finally  decided  that  he  would  take  his  squaw 
with  him  on  his  trip  so  that  when  he  found 
himself  lost,  he  could  give  her  a swift  kick, 
right  where  a kick  does  the  most  good,  and 
she  would  scream.  Now  right  behind  the 
chief’s  wigwam  was  a big  cliff.  After  ap- 
plying the  kick  and  listening  to  the  squaw’s 
cry  of  pain,  the  chief  would  wait  for  the 
sound  of  that  scream  to  strike  the  cliff  and 
come  back  to  him  in  the  form  of  an  echo. 
Noting  which  way  the  echo  came  from,  he 
knew  his  way  home.  With  practice,  he  even 
learned  that  he  could  count  on  his  fingers 
the  time  that  it  took  for  the  scream  to  reach 
the  cliff  and  return  and  he  would  know 
approximately  the  distance.  We  use  about 
the  same  principles  now,  but  they  have  been 
modernized  somewhat.  (No,  that  is  not  what 
the  navy  uses  the  WAVES  for). 

“I’m  developing  my  sea  legs  all  right  and 
am  getting  along  fine  aboard  ship.  It  sure 
has  a bunch  of  people  living  together  close, 
doesn’t  it?  Cozy  might  be  the  right  word 
to  use.  I still  see  something  different  every 
time  I look  out  over  the  water,  so  I guess 
that  the  newness  hasn’t  yet  worn  off.  I 
never  knew  before  that  the  ocean  was  really 
blue  when  you  get  far  enough  away  from 
land. 

“Guess  that  is  enough  for  this  time.  I 
just  wanted  you  to  know  that  I have  every- 
thing under  control  here,  and  that  from  the 
report  that  you  gave  me  on  that  last  week's 
business  I can  see  that  you  have  there.” 


"All  About " Radar  by  Bill  Blair 
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\11T arners  now  has  two  auditors  working  in 
the  offices  here.  Jerry  Lubin  has  just 
arrived  from  New  York  City  ...  A new  biller 
at  the  Warner  exchange  is  Mary  Owen  . . . 
Eleanor  Yaryan,  inspector,  took  last  week  off 
to  be  with  her  husband  Dale,  former  Uni- 
versal shipper  who  was  home  on  furlough  . . . 
Barbara  Magnusson,  daughter  of  Universal’s 
Mable  Magnusson,  has  joined  the  office  force 
at  Warners  as  availability  clerk. 

Joe  Ancher,  former  WB  booker,  was  home 
a few  days  last  week  and  visited  Filmrow 
friends.  Joe  reports  back  to  New  Mexico 
. . . Also  journeying  to  Hobbs,  N.  M.,  soon, 
will  be  Leona  Talkington  Habberstad  of  Ross 
Federal  who  will  join  her  husband  there  . . . 
Betty  Danielson  is  a new  stenographer  at 
Columbia  . . . Ruth  Cook,  Mel  Evidon’s 
secretary,  is  visiting  her  husband  in  Boston. 

Ethel  Morrison  of  the  NSS  bookkeeping  de- 
partment has  returned  to  her  desk  after  a 
two-week  visit  in  Minneapolis  where  she 
saw  her  new  grandchild  . . . Another  new 
grandparent  is  Earl  Myers  of  Republic;  an- 
other boy,  making  five  grandsons  for  the 
great  fisherman  . . . Clifford  “Simms”  Bayles 
of  NSS  has  been  notified  to  make  an  ap- 
pearance before  his  draft  board  in  New 
Hampton,  Iowa.  Lou  Patz  is  already  worry- 
ing about  finding  another  Simms! 

Lou  Levy’s  office  at  Universal  has  a new 
green  carpet.  (To  go  with  those  yellow  sox?) 

. . . Ray  Freeman,  Universal  second  booker, 
has  resigned  to  return  to  Texas  . . . Mrs. 
Lou  Levy  is  visiting  Lou’s  sister  in  Denver 
. . . RKO  is  decorated  for  the  Ned  Depinet 
drive  which  begins  January  19  . . . Para- 
mount’s Ralph  Hayden,  former  chief  ac- 
countant, is  now  a first  lieutenant,  and  still 
in  France  at  latest  report  . . . John  Murano, 
shipper  for  Paramount,  is  the  papa  of  a baby 
boy  John  jr.,  born  January  12.  That’s  two 
boys  for  John  now. 

Evan  Jacobs,  20th-Fox  booker,  is  spending 
a two-week  vacation  at  Rockaway  Beach, 
N.  Y.  On  his  return,  he  will  bring  back  his 
wife  and  children  who  have  been  in  New 
York  for  the  past  two  months  . . . Ray 
Butcher,  former  shipper  for  M-G-M,  is  home 
on  leave  from  the  navy.  There  was  a party 
in  his  honor  last  week,  but  few  details  were 
made  (public  . . . Horky  Smith  has  a newly- 
decorated  front  window,  advertising  those  de- 
licious spaghetti  and  chicken  dinners! 

Lionel  Wasson,  manager  of  the  Palace  in 
Burlington,  and  L.  J.  Wegener,  district  man- 
ager of  the  Central  States  Theatres  there, 
visited  the  home  office  several  days  last 
week  . . . Thelma  Crittenden’s  son  Vic  is 
now  in  the  navy  at  Great  Lakes. 

Rod  McCulloch,  former  manager  of  the 
Ingersoll  Theatre,  is  in  India,  according  to 
word  received  from  him  by  Dorothy  Day. 
Rod  has  been  all  over  the  world  since  he 
specialized  in  radar.  Before  going  to  India, 
he  spent  some  time  in  Russia  . . . Dorothy 
also  hears  from  her  new  daughter-in-law 
that  son  Bob  is  putting  on  a little  weight. 
The  newlywed  Gottleibs  are  in  Abilene,  Tex., 
where  Bob  is  stationed. 

Visitors  along  the  Row  included:  Donald 
Gran,  Sioux  Rapids;  Mrs.  C.  S.  Hoffman, 
Knoxville;  Charles  Peterson,  Hampton;  Joe 
Smith,  Laurens,  and  J.  W.  Guthrie,  Thorn- 
ton. 


Treatment  on  "Lora  and  Wolves" 

Walter  Bullock  has  been  signed  to  do  a 
a treatment  on  Columbia’s  “Lora  and  the 
Wolves.” 


Exhibitors  Do  Better 
On  'Dimes'  Response 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  exhibitor  response  to 
The  March  of  Dimes  is  even  better  this 
year  than  last,  which  set  a new  high  record, 
according  to  Bill  Sears  and  W.  H.  Workman, 
co-chairmen  for  the  industry  in  Minnesota. 

Mary  Pickford,  chairman  of  the  women’s 
division  for  the  drive,  will  be  here  Monday 
to  address  branch  managers  and  salesmen 
on  the  drive.  She  will  also  be  guest  of  honor 
at  a luncheon  being  arranged  by  the  Hen- 
nepin County  March  of  Dimes  chapter. 


Omaha  Girl  Campaigning 
For  Lead  "Robe"  Role 

OMAHA — Virginia  Huston,  a 19-year-old 
blonde  and  former  Omahan,  would  like  to 
play  the  lead  role  in  “The  Robe”  and  her 
press  agent  is  hot  on  the  trail  of  the  film's 
producer,  according  to  word  received  here. 

One  day  last  week  a film  delivery  truck, 
strictly  of  the  rattle  type,  pulled  up  to  the 
home  of  Producer  Frank  Ross  in  Tony  Man- 
deville  canyon.  From  it,  two  men  unloaded 
a seven-foot  replica  of  Lloyd  C.  Douglas’ 
book,  the  title  of  which  is  the  same  as  the 
film.  From  the  “book’s”  pages  stepped  blonde 
Virginia,  dressed  as  the  heroine  of  the  story. 
She  said  softly,  “I  am  Diana.” 

Ross,  so  the  report  goes,  said  he  would 
have  Director  Mervyn  Leroy  give  Virginia  a 
screen  test. 

Miss  Huston,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marcus  Huston,  formerly  of  Omaha,  took 
part  in  Community  Playhouse  productions 
here  last  year. 

Negroes  of  Wichita  Win 
Praise  in  Bond  Drives 

WICHITA— A $50,000  bond  party  on  the 
stage  of  the  Dunbar  Theatre  here  climaxed 
the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive  participation  by 
negro  residents  of  Wichita.  The  $50,000  quota 
was  exceeded  by  a sizable  margin  and  city 
officials  and  WAC  leaders  attended  the  cele- 
bration and  warmly  praised  the  negroes  for 
their  efforts. 

Among  large  purchasers  of  the  bonds  were 
the  Peerless  Princess  lodge  of  the  Elks,  Mrs. 
G.  T.  Bronson,  W.  M.  McClinton,  Mrs.  P.  M. 
Bell,  Sexton  Cleaners,  C.  S.  Drake  and  the 
Gates  cleaners. 

Mayor  Herman  Beutell  delivered  the  prin- 
cipal address  at  the  bond  party.  Other  speak- 
ers were  Otis  Garth,  Harold  McRoberts,  and 
W.  H.  Harrison  of  the  War  Finance  Com- 
mittee. Charles  S.  Bettis  acted  as  master 
of  ceremonies. 


Discuss  Depinet  Drive 

MINNEAPOLIS — Preliminary  to  the  Ned 
Depinet  di’ive,  which  started  January  19,  RKO 
sales  officials  discussed  coming  product  and 
outlined  plans  for  the  campaign  at  a meeting 
here.  Branch  managers  and  salesmen  from 
Winnipeg  and  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  along  with 
those  of  Minneapolis  were  present.  Talks 
were  made  by  Walter  Branson,  division  man- 
ager, and  his  assistant,  Harry  Gittleson;  Herb 
Greenblatt,  district  manager,  and  Bob  Fol- 
liard,  drive  captain. 


Harry  Savereide 

THE  MIDWEST  THEATRE  BROKER 

Theatre  Brokerage  Exclusively 
1850  Logan  Avenue,  Waterloo,  Iowa 


MINNEAPOLIS 


■petty  Sehlin  resigning  from  the  M-G-M  of- 
fice staff  to  become  a stewardess  for  the 
Northwest  Air  Lines  . . . Walter  Hoffman, 
20th-Fox  exploiteer,  off  to  Omaha  and  Des 
Moines  to  help  blow  the  trumpet  for  “Winged 
Victory,”  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  and  “Sun- 
day Dinner  for  a Soldier.” 

Fred  Finnegan,  RKO  head  booker,  cele- 
brated a birthday — he  admits  to  being  over 
28 — and  treated  the  office  bunch  to  ice 
cream  and  cake. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  H.  Zielke,  Hawkins,  Wis.;  George 
Gould,  Glencoe,  Minn.;  William  Amacher, 
Castlewood,  S.  D.;  Jack  Heywood,  New  Rich- 
mond, Wis.,  and  Don  Buckley,  Redwood 
Falls,  Minn. 

Sue  Nielsen,  20th-Fox  cashier,  vacation- 
ing at  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  where  her  sweet- 
heart in  the  air  corps  is  stationed  prior  to 
going  overseas  . . . Fernette  Wheeler  of  the 
M-G-M  office  has  resigned  to  join  the  FBI 
staff  in  Washington. 

“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  a smash 
grosser,  remaining  a third  consecutive  week 
at  the  State  . . . M.  A.  Levy,  20th-Fox  dis- 
trict manager,  visiting  the  Omaha  and  Des 
Moines  branches. 

Manager  Bill  Sears  of  the  Orpheum  happy 
because  more  stage  bands  are  being  booked 
in  after  |the  fine  business  chalked  up  by 
Frankie  Carle  and  Johnny  Long.  The  Spike 
Jones  outfit  is  definitely  set  in  and  Cab 
Calloway  and  Woody  Herman  are  tentative 
bookings. 

L.  E.  Goldhammer,  Film  Classics  general 
sales  manager,  former  localite,  stopped  over 
en  route  to  the  west  coast  . . . Ben  Katz, 
Universal  exploiteer,  back  to  Chicago  after 
a stint  for  “Can’t  Help  Singing”  here. 

Harold  Field,  independent  circuit  owner, 
back  on  the  job  after  return  from  a trip  to 
Arizona  with  his  ailing  son  . . . LeRoy  J. 
Miller,  Universal  branch  manager,  happy  be- 
cause of  the  boxoffice  performance  of  “Can’t 
Kelp  Singing”  here  and  in  St.  Paul. 

Iowa  WFC  Receives  Five 
Prints  of  Gable  Film 

DES  MOINES — A chance  to  see  Clark  Gable 
and  the  army  air  force  film  he  helped  to 
make  during  his  period  in  service  will  be 
offered  to  Iowa  war  bond  purchasers.  Five 
prints  of  the  color  film,  “Combat  America,” 
have  been  received  by  the  Iowa  war  finance 
committee  for  war  bond  sales  use  during 
January. 

According  to  war  bond  officials  the  films 
may  be  shown  when  the  price  of  admission 
is  a war  bond,  or  as  a reward  to  pay  roll 
savings  groups  or  by  groups  putting  on  war 
bond  rallies.  Bookings  for  the  films  may  be 
acquired  by  writing  Harold  L.  Kooser,  visual 
education  section,  Iowa  State  College,  Ames. 

Any  city  or  town  may  obtain  a print  of 
the  film  for  a preview. 

In  February,  the  film  will  be  available  to 
the  public  through  regular  Office  of  War 
Information  16mm  channels. 


Paramount  Chiefs  In 

DES  MOINES — Oscar  A.  Morgan,  Para- 
mount short  subjects  divisional  manager  of 
New  York  City,  and  R.  C.  LiBeau,  district 
manager  from  Kansas  City,  met  with  Harry 
Hamburg,  manager  of  the  Paramount  ex- 
change here,  recently. 


Mary  Phillips  to  "Kiss  and  Tell" 

Mary  Phillips  is  set  to  play  the  leading 
character  role  in  Columbia’s  “Kiss  and  Tell.” 
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A Visual  Education  Tryout  in  Omaha 
Schools  Wins  Good  Pupil  Reaction 


Fred  Allen's  Sneers 
Seen  As  Bad  Taste 

(From  Hollywood  Edition) 

By  IVAN  SPEAR 

HOLLYWOOD — Once  there  was  a time 
when  Broadway  actors  and  actresses  consid- 
ered it  smart  to  sneer  at  Hollywood  and  its 
people.  After  condescending  to  rough  it 
in  this  benighted  land  of  Never  Never  for 
the  purpose  of  appearing  in  a picture  and 
upon  returning  to  the  effete  east  with  their 
literal  and  figurative  bags  of  gold,  they  were 
usually  assured  of  a publicity  break  if  they 
followed  the  prescribed  routine  of  ridicul- 
ing motion  pictures  and  those  poor  mis- 
guided souls  who  habitually  were  paid  mu- 
nificent sums  for  working  before  the  cameras. 

Why  Bite  Hands  That  Feed? 

As  films  attained  their  present  high  es- 
tate as  the  world’s  undisputed  No.  1 me- 
dium of  both  mass  and  class  entertainment, 
as  more  and  more  of  the  theatah’s  elite  were 
attracted  to  the  cinema  as  a regular — and 
vastly  more  dependable  and  lucrative — means 
of  keeping  ham  in  the  icebox  as  well  as  the 
soul,  such  practice  died  of  its  own  absurdity. 
Biting  the  hand  that  feeds  became  defi- 
nitely de  trop.  There  were,  of  course,  a 
few  hardy  holdouts  who  continued,  from  the 
lofty  heights  of  the  Broadway  stage  to  scoff 
at  Cinemania;  but  in  most  instances  they 
were  frustrated  scenery  chewer-uppers  whom 
Hollywood  had  never  given  a tumble  or  who 
had  failed  miserably  in  one  or  more  efforts 
to  transfer  their  alleged  talents  to  the  screen. 

In  view  of  which,  particularly  noteworthy 
are  the  few  ill-advised  remarks  made  by 
radio’s  comedian,  Fred  Allen,  when  recently 
he  returned  to  Gotham  after  completing  his 
topline  part  in  “It’s  in  the  Bag,”  which  Jack 
Skirball  produced  for  forthcoming  distri- 
bution by  United  Artists. 

Reportedly,  Allen  had  this  to  say  about 
Hollywood  actors:  “Covered  with  hollow  hon- 
ors. Texas  Rangers,  Kentucky  colonels,  Bos- 
ton fire  chiefs  . . . Why,  I’ve  met  Rangers 
who  couldn’t  get  on  a horse  with  a blue- 
print and  two  osteopaths.” 

Regarding  actresses,  Gallant  Fred  opined: 
“Chambermaids  with  caps  on  their  teeth  . . . 
figments  of  their  press  agents’  imagination.” 

His  reference  to  California  was  a hoary 
wisecrack:  “If  you’re  an  orange,  it’s  ideal.” 

Let  the  All  Year  Club  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  struggle  with  the  last  one.  The 
other  two  are  definitely  the  business  of  those 
who  rightfully  resent  such  unfair  nibbling 
at  the  paw  that  purveyed  princely  provender 
to  the  puny  punster. 

Where  Is  Allen’s  Agent? 

A look  at  the  record  reveals  that  Funny- 
man— spare  the  mark — Allen  had  contributed 
his  averred  talents  to  three  previous  pic- 
tures: “Thanks  a Million,”  “Sally,  Irene  and 
Mary”  and  “Love  Thy  Neighbor.”  Unless 
memory  fails,  none  of  those  offerings — or 
Allen’s  contributions  thereto — caused  any 
great  palpitation  among  critics,  showmen  or 
exhibitors. 

Why,  then,  Skirball  should  have  paged 
him  for  a leading  part  in  his  current  pic- 
ture is  a matter  between  the  producer  and 
his  own  judgment — or  lack  thereof. 

Presumably  Allen,  too,  has  a press  agent, 
either  with  or  without  sufficient  “imagina- 
tion” to  conceive  “figments.”  If  so,  that  pub- 
licity man  should  have  steered  Allen  away 
from  the  reefs  of  such  dangerous  and  de- 
plorable public  and  trade  relations.  He 
should  have  warned  Allen  that  most  re- 
porters on  matters  cinematic  and  reviewers 
of  films  are  sincerely  loyal  to  Hollywood 
and  its  institutions  and  genuinely  resentful 


OMAHA — A cross-section  of  Omaha’s  pub- 
lic school  pupils  have  voiced  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  an  expansion  in  the  field  of  visual 
education. 

Reaction  of  the  pupils  was  disclosed  at  the 
conclusion  of  a week’s  series  of  demonstra- 
tions in  visual  education  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Wit- 
tich  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Wittich 
pointed  out  that  it  is  “possible  to  bring 
everything  into  the  classroom”  with  visual 
education.  “Space  and  time,”  he  said,  “are 
no  limitations.” 

“Visual  education  can  teach  with  more 
clarity  and  stick-to-it-iveness  than  can  be 


of  unjust  and  unnecessary  attacks  and  dis- 
paragement. And  he  should  have  informed 
Allen  that  trading  the  good  will  and  re- 
spect of  those  reporters  for  a few  lines  of 
print  in  eastern  publications  was  a bad  bar- 
gain, especially  since  Allen’s  picture  is  ap- 
proaching its  preview  showing. 

In  that  picture  Allen  had  better  be  good 
or  his  archaic,  acidulous  attack  may  develop 
into  a boomerang. 

Plan  Recreation  Center 
As  War  Memorial 

KANSAS  CITY — A special  committee  of 
the  citizens  planning  council  which  is  re- 
ceiving suggestions  on  a proposed  memorial 
to  soldiers  of' World  War  II  has  been  hold- 
ing meetings  to  study  plans.  The  city  plan 
commission  has  been  preparing  plans  for 
a stadium  on  the  site  of  old  Electric  Park. 
An  outdoor  theatre  is  also  among  the  pro- 
posals being  studied. 

Plan  Closing  Some  Nights 
If  Film  Shortage  Grows 

MINNEAPOLIS  — The  growing  product 
shortage  may  lead  Twin  City  independent 
exhibitors  to  close  their  theatres  two  or 
more  days  a week.  If  the  situation  grows 
much  worse,  a number  have  indicated  they’ll 
adopt  such  a policy. 

It  is  pointed  out  most  independent  neigh- 


gained  in  any  other  way.  I could  learn 
complex  material  through  movies  in  about 
one-eighth  the  time  required  in  learning  it 
from  a text  book. 

“The  children  would  rather  study  more 
if  they  had  a movie  every  day  to  study.” 

Pupil  comments  included: 

“Someone  said  a picture  is  worth  a 
thousand  words  and  this  proves  it.” 

“When  I read  something  about  a man  I 
remember  it,  but  only  after  reading  it  many 
times.  When  I see  it,  I can  remember  it 
much  better  and  also  understand  it  much 
quicker.” 


borhood  and  suburban  theatres  do  the  bulk 
of  their  business  on  the  weekend. 

By  keeping  closed  some  nights,  a consid- 
erable saving  in  operating  costs  could  be  ef- 
fected, according  to  the  exhibitors,  and 
they  wouldn’t  have  to  buy  so  many  com- 
panies’ products. 

It  is  also  felt  that  business  on  other  days 
probably  would  be  stimulated  if  the  theatres 
were  dark  Mondays  and  Tuesdays,  for  ex- 
ample. 


Alvin  Kostlan  Re-Elected 
IATSE  343  President 

OMAHA — Alvin  Kostlan,  Brandeis  Theatre 
projectionist,  was  re-elected  president  of  the 
IATSE  Motion  Picture  Operators  Union 
Local  343. 

Other  officers:  Vic  Morterson,  Muse  Thea- 
tre, first  vice-president:  Ben  Cuttle,  Circle, 
second  vice-president:  Baird  Loomis,  Bran- 
deis, treasurer:  Glen  Jordan,  financial  secre- 
tary; Howard  Jackson,  business  agent;  Clyde 
Cooley,  20th-Fox  screening  room  operator, 
secretary. 

Showman  Cited  for  Civic 
Work  at  Central  City 

CENTRAL  CITY,  NEB.— Jack  Riggs,  own- 
er of  the  State  and  Sun  theatres  here,  was 
one  of  four  local  citizens  cited  last  week  by 
the  Central  City  Nonpareil  for  outstanding 
community  service  during  1944. 


NEGROES  BUY  $50,000  IN  BONDS — On  the  stage  of  the  Dunbar  Theatre 
in  Wichita  a group  of  colored  residents  gathered  to  celebrate  the  passing  of 
the  quota  of  $50,000  in  war  bonds  for  the  Sixth  War  Loan  by  a sizable  margin. 
City  officials  and  WAC  leaders  attended  and  praised  the  work  of  the  Negroes. 
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Ricketson  Says  Well-Being  of  Any 
Club  Rests  in  3-Point  Program 


(From  Western  Edition) 

DENVER — Frank  H.  Ricketson  jr„  who  has 
been  president  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Screen  Club  the  past  four  years,  will  retire 
this  month  after  a new  president  is  elected 
and  installed.  Ricketson,  who  is  president 
and  general  manager  of  Fox  Intermountain 
Theatres,  Inc.,  is  leaving  because  he  believes 
someone  else  should  shoulder  the  respon- 
sibilities that  go  with  that  post.  In  an  open 
letter  to  members  of  the  club  he  pointed 
out  shortcomings  that  can  come  to  some  clubs, 
but  he  said  he  was  sure  they  will  never 
happen  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club. 
The  letter  follows: 

“The  thoughts  I would  like  to  leave  our 
club  were  gathered  from  an  experience  of 
four  years  in  which  I was  honored  as  presi- 
dent. Unfortunately  they  may  appear  opin- 
ionated and  overly  frank. 

“As  an  organization  our  club  has  become 
the  sole  representative  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  all  its  branches  for  the 
Rocky  Mountain  region.  It  does  the  public 
relations  work  of  our  business;  it  spear- 
heads our  war  and  civic  activities;  it  is  the 
medium  of  our  charities  and  the  social  outlet 
of  our  people.  Therefore  it  always  must  re- 
flect the  greatness  and  the  fine  ideals  char- 
acteristic of  our  vocation. 

Has  Known  Joe  and  Woe 

“In  our  club’s  30  years’  history  it  has 
known  modest  prosperity  and  deep  melan- 
cholia. For  several  years  during  depression 
periods,  it  ceased  to  exist.  In  those  interims 
the  exhibitors  would  form  an  association  or 
the  distributors  would  organize  a club.  Then 
because  there  was  and  is  a communion  of 
interest  between  exhibition  and  distribution, 
there  would  come  a screen  club  revival  to 
be  followed  by  a period  of  prosperity  and, 
later,  depression. 

“In  1940  we  were  $2,000  in  debt  and  there 
were  some  who  believed  that  we  should  cur- 
tail our  clubroom  functions.  But  our  mem- 
bers were  loyal,  probably  more  loyal  than 
any  other  group,  the  indebtedness  was  soon 
eliminated  and  again  we  were  solvent.  We 
will  begin  1945  with  a reserve  of  $8,500,  an 
active  club  membership  of  approximately 
100,  and  a total  dues  delinquency  of  less 
than  $500. 

“More  important,  though,  during  this 
period,  our  ladies  have  carried  on  their  vari- 
ous charitable  projects.  The  club  has  equipped 
a wing  at  the  county  hospital  with  beds  and 
complete  furnishings  for  36  patients;  we 


have  become  a sponsor  of  the  Central  City 
Opera  House  Ass’n;  we  have  endowed  the 
Library  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences 
at  the  University  of  Denver,  which  now  is 
the  third  largest  motion  picture  library  in 
the  United  States.  We  have  seen  the  club 
become  an  important  industry  medium  of 
the  region.  We  have  been  able  to  assist  sev- 
eral needy  club  members.  All  this  has  been 
accomplished  by  your  club  dues,  through 
benefits  sponsored  by  the  club,  through  per- 
sonal donations  of  club  members  and,  equally 
important,  by  the  tireless  efforts  of  club 
members  among  which  and  probably  most 
significant  was  the  work  of  the  ladies. 

Urges  Large  Reserve  Fund 

“Our  goal  certainly  should  be  to  continue 
these  worthwhile  activities  and  to  add  to 
our  reserve  fund  until  we  have  $12,000  to 
$15,000  available  to  invest  in  a good  first 
mortgage,  the  income  from  which  would  as- 
sure us  rent  money  for  our  club  rooms.  Our 
membership  is  composed  of  salaried  people 
with  comparatively  small  incomes.  We  can- 
not hope  for  any  large  gifts  or  endowments. 
This  is  our  golden  opportunity  to  secure  the 
club’s  future  for  with  rent  assured  on  club 
quarters  the  energy  of  our  people  will  carry 
on  and  further  expand  our  charitable  and 
educational  work. 

“There  is  always  the  question:  Should  we 
join  with  other  organizations  such  as  the 
radio  or  the  press  clubs  or  admit  outsiders 
to  membership  or  use  of  our  club  rooms? 
The  addition  of  other  groups  may  have  ad- 
vantages but  it  should  be  analyzed  care- 
fully. The  club  serves  as  a public  relations 
organization  for  our  industry.  Any  change 
which  minimizes  this  purpose  would  neces- 
sitate eventually  another  industry  organiza- 
tion. The  ladies  of  the  club  have  contributed 
much  to  our  success.  A change  of  policy 
which  would  lessen  their  interest  would  not 
be  advantageous.  Finally,  our  club  has  gone 
forward  because  there  was  that  worthy  heart 
interest  and  neither  increased  membership 
nor  more  influential  personages  will  com- 
pensate for  a loss  of  this  vital  essential — the 
heart  interest  of  our  members. 

Calls  for  Charity  in  Program 

“In  these  past  years  we  have  seen  clubs 
in  nearby  cities  comparable  to  Denver  bog 
down,  break  up,  go  through  reorganizations 
or  pass  out.  The  reason  always  has  been  that 
they  have  forgotten  that  the  foundation  of 
their  structure  is  a three-sided  triangle  in 
which  charity  and  public  service  must  have 


Carle's  Piano  Scout  in  Rare  Form 


OMAHA — When  Frankie  Carle  tickles  the 
keys  on  the  Orpheum  Theatre  stage  next 
week  Manager  Ted  Emerson  will  be  just  a 
little  jittery. 

A veteran  at  managing  and  other  fi'm 
jobs,  Emerson  isn’t  a man  to  be  easily  un- 
nerved. But  here’s  why. 

Emerson  remembers  first  that  when  Fran- 
kie used  to  play  the  piano  in  Horace  Heidt’s 
band  he  rated  cobilling  with  the  leader — 
something  that  indicated  he  wasn’t  just  an- 
other piano  player. 

Then  last  week,  the  second  outrider  for 
Frankie,  who  now  has  his  own  band,  ap- 
peared in  town.  The  first  one  outlined  the 
publicity  campaign,  but  the  second  one  had 
“more  important  things”  on  his  mind. 

“Let  me  see  the  piano  which  our  maestro 
will  use,”  he  said. 

Emerson  led  him  backstage,  showed  him 


a glittering  piano  on  which  Mr.  Ellington, 
Count  Basie,  Eldie  Duchin  and  other  greats 
had  played.  The  outrider  examined  the  keys, 
backed  off,  looked  it  over  with  one  eye,  then 
the  other,  then  let  Mr.  Emerson  have  it. 

“It  will  have  to  be  polished,  double- 
tuned,  leveled,  tightened,  oiled,  lacquered, 
adjusted  and  generally  overhauled  by  an 
expert,”  he  asserted. 

The  Orpheum  manager  blinked.  His  Irish 
was  ruffled. 

“Would  you  personally  like  me  to  person- 
ally polish  the  keys  with  my  nose?” 

The  pair  went  over  the  piano  again, 
checked,  double-checked.  Mr.  Emerson  fi- 
nally conceded  the  tuning.  That  will  be  done 
the  morning  the  maestro  arrives.  But  Mr. 
Emerson  is  still  worried  about  some  of  the 
requests  the  band  leader  will  make — if  the 
outrider  was  any  harbinger. 


an  equal  place  with  social  activity.  From 
reports  coming  from  these  cities  we  have 
learned  that  excessive  drinking  or  gambling, 
under  the  guise  of  social  life,  has  shrunk 
the  other  two  sides  of  the  triangle. 

“This  can  never  happen  to  us.  But  let 
us  continue  constantly  to  examine  our  struc- 
ture. The  triangle  or  our  existence  has  three 
equal  sides — charity,  public  and  patriotic 
service,  and  the  welfare  and  social  life  of 
our  members.  With  those  three  in  equal  de- 
gree, we  will  go  forward.” 

Manpower,  48-Hour  Week, 
Coal  Supply  Worry  Trade 

MINNEAPOLIS — Local  draft  board  action 
has  placed  the  film  industry  here  in  an  “un- 
essential” class  under  present  manpower 
regulations.  Already  it  has  ordered  two 
20th-Fox  employes,  Saul  Malisow,  North  Da- 
kota salesman,  and  Leroy  Johnson,  head 
shipper,  to  enter  an  “essential  industry”  with- 
in ten  days.  Their  drafting  into  the  armed 
services  was  deferred  because  of  4F  ratings. 

With  film  exchanges  and  theatres  now 
shorthanded,  the  ruling  is  expected  to  cause 
further  hardship.  It  is  believed  that  a num- 
ber of  other  salesmen,  film  exchange  em- 
ployes and  theatre  help  will  be  affected  and 
compelled  to  leave  their  present  positions 
and  jobs  for  those  in  war  industries  which 
have  been  handicapped  by  a labor  shortage. 

The  industry  here  also  is  studying  a rul- 
ing that  a 48-hour  week  shall  be  in  effect  for 
all  businesses  employing  eight  or  more  peo- 
ple. It  has  not  been  determined  yet  if  thea- 
tre operations  will  be  affected. 

Theatres  in  the  territory  using  coal  for 
heating  fuel  are  worrying  in  consequence  of 
a likely  curtailment  in  their  supply.  Some 
fear  they  may  be  forced  to  curtail  operations. 

Kansas  City  Area  Bond 
Sales  Under  5th  Total 

KANSAS  CITY — According  to  figures  com- 
piled by  Elmer  C.  Rhoden,  WAC  chairman 
for  this  area,  sales  of  bonds  by  theatres  of 
Kansas  and  western  Missouri  in  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  drive  were  $9,290,391.  This  com- 
pares with  $10,536,517  total  sales  by  theatres 
for  the  Fifth  War  Loan.  The  total  does 
not  include  industry  purchases. 

One  reason  assigned  for  the  drop  was  the 
fact  that  not  so  many  theatres  cooperated 
as  in  the  previous  loan  drive,  particularly 
in  the  matter  of  premieres.  It  was  also 
pointed  out  that  while  both  Kansas  and 
Missouri  went  over  their  quotas  in  total  war 
bond  purchases,  the  E bond  sales  failed  to 
reach  the  expected  volume.  Sales  by  thea- 
tres are  largely  of  this  type. 


Opera  to  Minneapolis 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Metropolitan  Opera 
Co.  is  coming  to  Minneapolis  in  August  for 
the  first  time  in  more  than  20  years.  The 
Civic  and  Commerce  Ass’n,  University  of 
Minnesota  and  Minneapolis  Symphony  Or- 
chestra will  sponsor  the  engagement. 


FC  Men  in  Territory 

DES  MOINES — Julien  King  and  Larry 
Hensler  of  Film  Classics  spent  last  week  in 
the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  territory  on  a sales 
trip.  King  will  attend  a sales  convention  in 
St.  Louis  on  January  26. 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 


“Where  Filmrow 
Friends  Meet" 


HORKY’S  CAFE 


1202  High  St. 
DES  MOINES 
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Detroit  Krim  Denied  Key 
Run  Clearance  Hookup 


Cleveland  Dimes  Head 
Holds  First  Meeting 

CLEVELAND  — Lester  Zucker,  Columbia 
manager  who  is  general  chairman  of  the 
March  of  Dimes  in  this  area  conducted  the 
first  industry  meeting  on  the  drive  last  Mon- 
day. He  shared  the  spotlight  with  Judge 
Frank  Merrick,  area  head  of  the  Infantile 
Paralysis  Foundation  and  Dick  Kroesen,  local 
foundation  head.  Pete  Wood,  state  chairman, 
was  also  present  and  made  an  urgent  plea 
for  exhibitor  support  in  an  effort  to  show 
even  better  results  than  last  year  when  Ohio 
ranked  fifth  in  in  the  states  of  the  nation. 

At  the  meeting,  George  W.  Erdmann,  sec- 
retary of  the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Ex- 
hibitors (Ass’n,  pledged  the  cooperation  of 
every  theatre  in  Cuyahoga  County. 

The  team  captains,  Jack  Mundstuk, 
M-G-M;  Phil  Harrington,  M-G-M;  Manny 
Glick,  Columbia,  and  Sam  Lichter,  20th-Fox, 
were  armed  with  the  information  that  the 
1944  polio  epidemic  was  the  worst  one  in 
Ohio  since  1916;  that  only  two  of  the  re- 
ported cases  were  among  the  underpriv- 
ileged classes;  that  50  per  cent  of  the  sums 
collected  stay  in  this  area  with  the  other  50 
per  cent  going  to  the  national  foundation 
and  that  the  national  foundation  digs  down 
into  its  reserve  to  assist  localities  which  have 
used  up  their  funds. 

As  in  other  years.  National  Screen  Service 
will  have  trailers  for  those  who  pledge  co- 
operation. If  necessary,  these  trailers  will 
be  staggered  so  that  they  will  be  available 
to  every  theatre. 

Two  days  after  the  pep  meeting  Lester 
Zucker  announced  that  95  per  cent  of  last 
year’s  pledges  were  already  in. 


Give  Outline  of  Working  Methods 
At  March  of  Dimes  Gathering 

CLEVELAND — P.  J.  Wood,  state  chairman 
for  the  March  of  Dimes,  was  here  Monday 
attending  the  first  meeting  of  local  indus- 
tries at  which  plans  were  formulated  for 
their  campaign  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Lester  Zucker. 

Judge  Frank  Merrick,  area  head  of  the 
foundation  for  infantile  paralysis,  and  Dick 
Krewson,  county  chairman,  presented  an  out- 
line of  the  working  methods  of  the  associa- 
tion and  told  of  specific  cases  which  were 
helped  and  cured  by  funds  raised  through 
the  March  of  Dimes  drive. 

Exchange  Union  Elects 
Officers  in  Cleveland 

CLEVELAND — Local  F5  has  elected,  as  its 
president  for  the  coming  year,  Miss  Leah 
Goldman  of  United  Artists.  Other  officers 
chosen  were  Sarah  Altschule,  vice-president; 
Sylvia  Simon,  recording  secretary,  and  Grace 
Dolphin,  financial  secretary.  Irwin  Sears 
was  named  business  manager,  succeeding  Ar- 
thur Young. 


Frisbie  to  Cleveland 

PITTSBURGH — Frank  W.  Hamre,  RCA 
Service  Co.  district  manager,  announces  that 
H.  E.  Frisbie,  field  engineer  here  for  a dec- 
ade, has  been  promoted  to  field  supervisor 
for  the  Cleveland  region.  E.  W.  Berger  has 
succeeded  to  Frisbie’s  duties  in  this  area. 


Bryer  Succeeds  Long 

ASHLAND,  OHIO — Milton  J.  Bryer  has 
been  appointed  Schine  district  manager  with 
headquarters  here.  He  succeeds  Col.  Harry 
Long.  Bryer  has  been  affiliated  with  the 
Schine  circuit  for  many  years  as  manager 
of  their  theatre  in  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 


DETROIT — Relief  was  denied  the  Krim 
Theatre,  operated  by  Sol  and  Mac  Krim,  in 
the  matter  of  clearance,  in  an  arbitration 
award.  The  case  involved  a group  of  inde- 
pendent circuit  theatres  in  the  Detroit  suburb 
of  Highland  Park. 

The  Krim,  as  the  newest  theatre  in  the 
situation,  followed  what  has  become  prac- 
tically a precedent  locally,  for  a new  house,  in 
seeking  settlement  of  product  difficulties  by 
resort  to  either  arbitration  or  court  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Krim  filed  against  Paramount, 
Loew’s,  RKO  and  Vitagraph.  Twentieth-Fox 
was  named  in  the  original  filing,  but  was 
eliminated  by  agreement  from  the  proceed- 
ings as  not  directly  involved. 

Theatres  Involved  in  Case 

Theatres  involved  were  the  Highland  Park, 
operated  by  Associated  circuit;  the  Grand 
(formerly  Woodward  Grand),  operated  by 
Sam  Brown,  which  did  not  intervene  in  the 
case,  and  the  Palmer  Park,  operated  by  Ray 
Schreiber.  The  Grand  and  the  Highland 
Park  are  neighbors,  and  conditions  applying 
to  the  latter  could  be  inferred  as  applicable 
in  large  part  to  the  former. 

An  interesting  fact  was  that  during  most 
of  the  entire  proceedings,  the  Highland  Park 
was  closed  for  rebuilding  following  a fire 
a year  ago. 

The  Krim  had  been  playing,  under  con- 
tracts, seven  days  after  the  other  three  thea- 
tres, and  sought  relief  in  that  the  contracts 
should  be  changed  to  21  days  after  avail- 
ability dates  of  the  key  run  theatres,  and 
also  that  any  clearance  given  the  High- 
land Park  and  Grand  be  eliminated. 

No  change  in  run  or  clearance  against  the 
Palmer  Park  was  sought,  but  the  charge  was 
made  that  the  Palmer  Park  failed  to  exercise 
its  availability  rights  promptly  enough,  re- 
sulting in  long  delays  in  booking  pictures  at 
the  Krim,  making  the  Krim’s  playdates  sub- 
ject to  the  Palmer  Park’s  bookings. 

In  this  point,  the  Krim  acted  as  spokes- 
man of  many  subsequent  run  theatres,  whose 
owners  have  long  complained  that  prior  run 
houses  have  not  booked  pictures  when  the 
subsequents  thought  they  should,  resulting 
in  this  type  of  delay  in  getting  pictures  to 
the  last  runs. 

Sought  Key  Run  Tieup 

For  this  reason,  the  Krim’s  management 
sought  to  tie  in  the  clearance  to  the  key 
run  rather  than  to  the  Palmer  Park  play- 
date,  the  Palmer  Park  being  a secondary 
key  run.  Krim  alleged  that  his  house  was 
“perhaps  the  one  theatre  in  town  that  can- 
not book  its  pictures  within  a reasonable 
length  of  time  in  advance,”  because  of  this 
factor.  It  was  admitted  that  this  change 
would  require  the  Palmer  Park  to  “book 
promptly  as  the  bookings  are  available.” 

It  was  admitted  by  Krim  that  the  two 
theatres  are  closely  competitive.  He  further 
maintained  that  pictures  often  could  not  be 
booked  until  so  late  that  they  were  often 
of  little  boxoffice  value. 

But  the  arbitrator,  Paul  W.  Voorhies,  for- 
mer attorney-general  of  Michigan,  found 
that  there  was  no  proof  of  unreasonable  de- 
lays “generally”  by  the  Palmer  Park,  despite 
occasional  such  instances  cited.  He  found 
the  projected  granting  of  a clearance  tied  in 
with  the  prior  run  availability  would  in  many 
cases  result  in  giving  the  Krim  a run  ahead 
of  the  Palmer  Park,  and  denied  the  relief 
sought,  accordingly. 

On  the  other  phase  of  the  case,  the  arbi- 


trator held  that  the  Highland  Park  and  the 
Grand  were  competitive  with  the  Krim,  al- 
though the  complainant  alleged  the  contrary. 
Krim’s  case  was  based  on  the  citation  that 
the  theatres  are  “separated  by  approximately 
a mile,  and  within  that  mile  there  is  such 
a change  in  localities  and  in  the  communities 
that  no  competition  exists.” 

The  theatres  are  separated  by  an  athletic 
field,  railroad  track,  car  barns,  the  former 
Ford  factory,  and  a community  shopping 
center  along  Woodward  Ave.,  giving  part  of 
the  grounds  for  Krim’s  position. 

The  arbitrator  found  that  competition  does 
exist  between  the  Krim  and  the  other  two 
houses,  because  of  similar  admission  scales, 
triple  weekly  change,  double  features,  and 
similar  advertising  policy  and  territory. 

He  held  that  reasonable  clearance  had  to 
be  maintained,  and  refused  the  Krim’s  plea 
to  remove  all  clearance,  and  to  base  clear- 
ance, again  upon  21  days  after  key  run  avail- 
abilities. 

The  net  result  is  to  leave  the  Highland 
Park  situation  in  precisely  the  status  pre- 
ceding the  filing  of  the  case. 

Pittsburgh  Carrier  Cuts 
Delivery  Service  Again 

PITTSBURGH — A drastic  step  has  been 
taken  here  in  the  curtailing  of  film  carrier 
service.  Exhibitors  Service  Co.,  the  over-the- 
road  agency  for  more  (than  30  years,  found  it 
necessary  to  take  the  new  cut  in  order  to 
lengthen  the  life  of  trucks  and  equipments. 

Under  new  operations,  there  will  be  no 
pickup  of  films  at  the  exchanges  on  Wednes- 
day and  Sunday  nights.  On  schedule  under 
a fweekly  plan,  there  will  be  five  pickups  for 
over-the-road  service. 

There  will  be  daily  service  within  a radius 
of  40-to-45  miles  of  Pittsburgh.  Film  car- 
riers, other  than  Exhibitors  Service  Co.,  are 
not  affected  by  the  new  schedule. 

Several  years  iago  a carrier  system  was 
put  into  operation  which  saved  25  per1  cent 
on  mileage.  This  worked  a hardship  on 
distributors  and  to  some  extent  on  exhibi- 
tors, but  the  plan,  which  was  originated  here 
and  copied  elsewhere  in  the  trade,  saved  25 
per  cent  in  miles,  in  gasoline,  equipment  and 
manpower. 

Now,  with  an  additional  two-sevenths  cut, 
a total  of  approximately  55  per  cent  is  being 
saved.  The  no-pickup  schedule  for  Wednes- 
day and  Sunday  will  save  that  much  addi- 
tional miles,  wear-and-tear  on  trucks,  gas 
and  manpower,  and  neither  distributor  nor 
exhibitor  will  be  better  accommodated,  but 
this  new  economy  is  another  war  emergency 
measure. 

Arthur  H.  Levy,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, has  served  as  defense  transportation 
chairman  for  the  motion  picture  industry 
here  since  before  the  ODT  was  organized. 
Distributors  met  with  Exhibitors  Service  Co. 
representatives  and  completed  the  new  film 
carriers’  rationing  schedule. 


New  Marcellus  Theatre 

MARCELLUS  MICH. — A new  motion  pic- 
ture theatre  will  be  opened  here  soon  by 
Ross  Trayer  in  a main  street  location  which 
he  purchased  recently. 
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Theatrical  Post  Notes — E.  C.  “Skipper” 
1 Schwimmer  of  Acme  Camera  exchange 
has  joined  the  ranks  of  supporters  of  the 
post’s  work  at  St.  Francis’  orphanage  . . . 
Junior  Vice-Comdr.  Harry  Brewer  celebrated 
his  50th  birthday  by  initiating  a class  of  50 
new  Elks— he’s.  exalted  ruler  . . . Gilbert 
Lubin  jr.,  son  of  the  post’s  Gil,  was  among 
them,  home  on  furlough. 

Lester  Light  met  Gil  Light’s  son,  George, 
in  the  South  Seas — in  this  case  the  nephew 
had  the  superior  ranking  . . . Earl  L.  Smith’s 
son,  Roland  Smith,  was  reported  killed  in 
action  on  Christmas  Day — he  was  an  anti- 
aircraft gunner  in  the  South  Pacific.  Harold 
Smith,  another  son,  left  for  the  service  the 
next  day. 

Nate  Goldstaff  of  the  loop  reports  his 
son,  Robert,  a lieutenant,  recovering  from  an 
operation  in  an  army  hospital  in  Texas, 
while  his  wife  convalesces  from  an  appen- 
dectomy in  a nearby  hospital  . . . Harry 
Berns’s  daughter  Estelle  graduated  from 
boot  (camp — in  the  SPARs — January  6 . . . 
Harry  Carson  advises  the  40&8  will  have 
their  midwinter  frolic,  February  3. 

Drug  Store  Stuff — Sgt.  Leon  Arozian,  for- 
merly of  Film  Drugs,  gets  his  BOXOFFICE 
Clippings  literally  by  the  boxful  . . . Bob 
Buermele  has  moved  from  the  army  to  Hol- 
comb Ave.,  on  the  east  side. 

Frank  and  Lloyd  Wright,  theatrical  archi- 
tects, are  readying  plans  for  a new  postwar 
theatre  project  . . . Long  Sign  Co.  is  draw- 
ing inspiration  from  the  hillbillies  for  its 
new  blotters  . . . Irene  Nowicki  has  decided 
to  become  a faithful  reader  of  this  column. 

Eddie  Loye  and  Emil  Beck  have  doped  it 
out  so  there  won’t  be  a Film  Bowling  League 
session  on  February  5 . . . Wonder  why? 

Leonard  Soskin,  theatrical  insurance  man, 
lives  on  Boston  Boulevard,  not  Chicago,  it 
turns  out  . . . H.  M.  Bessey,  vice-president 
of  Altec,  was  a visitor. 

Exchanges — Claud  Morris,  eastern  exploi- 
tation chief  for  Samuel  Goldwyn,  off  from 
here  for  Texas  . . . Harry  Thomas  visiting 
here,  between  the  Windy  City  and  home 
office. 

Turk  Rowston  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
and  Sid  Bowman  of  UA  vigorously  maintain- 
ing Olympia  has  the  largest  ice  arena  for 
hockey  in  the  world. 

Kal  Brass,  UA  office  manager,  being 
splashed  by  snow  from  your  scribe’s  coat- 
tails. 

Robert  Bram,  formerly  with  Universal  at 
Pittsburgh,  is  new  booker  for  the  same  outfit 
here,  replacing  Robert  Bryson,  gone  to  PRC. 

Agnes  Mattson,  formerly  bookkeeper,  has 
also  been  advanced  to  booker  at  Universal. 

Janies  J.  Donohue,  Paramount  central  di- 
vision manager,  in  town  briefly  . . . Clarence 
Williamson,  NTS  manager,  reports  an  in- 
teresting tieup  with  Long  Sign  Co. 

Up  in  the  Booths — Walter  Jones  reports 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 


831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 


7 


all  very  quiet  way  out  on  the  Redford  front 
. . . Clayton  Wilkinson  of  the  Senate  has 
made  Mrs.  W.  his  secretary. 

Wisper  and  Wetsman  have  new  Simplex 
E7  projectors  in  the  Calvin  at  Dearborn. 

Leo  Hudzik  is  leaving  for  a few  months 
in  Florida  . . . Roger  M.  Kennedy,  business 
agent,  has  left  for  a ten-day  IA  meet  at 
Minneapolis. 

Manny  Schare  of  Jam  Handy  has  been  on 
the  sick  list  for  two  weeks  . . . Dan  Karo  of 
the  Belmont  has  his  daughter  in  the  hos- 
pital with  flu. 

Gil  Lubin  of  the  Avenue  suffered  hand 
burns  in  a booth  fire  at  the  Avenue  that 
destroyed  one  reel  of  film  . . . John  Lasko 
of  the  Fine  Arts  has  left  for  Florida  with 
his  wife  and  daughter. 

Under  the  Marquees — Eddie  Jacobson  of 
the  Monroe  thought  no  cop  would  bother  to 
write  out  a ticket  for  overtime  parking  on  a 
subzero  morning;  he  was  wrong. 

A.  Milo  De  Haven,  former  manager  of  the 
Grand  and  Belmont,  now  an  exhibitor  at 
Waterville,  Ohio,  wants  to  locate  the  manu- 
facturer of  cement  or  glass  blocks  for  foyer 
partitions. 

Pvt.  John  C.  Schuman,  former  manager  of 
the  President,  has  transferred  from  Moun- 
tain Home,  Idaho,  to  Camp  Maxey,  Tex. 

Sol  Feldman  has  withdrawn  from  partner- 
ship in  the  Odeon,  and  Rubin  Miller,  who 
has  returned  from  several  weeks’  vacation, 
has  resumed  sole  ownership  of  the  house. 

George  McCall,  manager  of  the  Hughes- 
Downtown,  is  off  to  New  York  again,  after 
just  returning  . . . George  Pepper  of  the 
Hoover  is  putting  in  new  Simplex  projectors 
and  PM  screen. 

Art  Robinson  has  a new  PM  screen  in  the 
Granada  . . . John  Mack,  former  manager 
of  the  Oliver  and  Civic,  has  been  confined 
to  bed  with  a mastoid  ear  . . . Douglas 
Brosey  of  the  Amsterdam  busy  helping  out 
on  a rushing  Saturday  night. 

Short  Circuits — Pvt.  Herman  “Wonder 
Boy”  Cohen  missed  out  on  his  BOXOFFICE 
for  nine  weeks,  shifting  from  one  camp  to 
another  . . . Phil  Zeller  is  new  manager  of 
the  Harper,  succeeding  Harold  Teel,  who 
went  to  the  army.  Zeller  formerly  was  as- 
sistant at  the  Eastown. 

Mike  Schoenherr,  manager  of  the  Strand, 
and  dean  of  local  managers,  was  a Filmrow 
visitor  . . . One  of  his  neighbors  at  the 
Strand  is  Roger  Secrest,  who  is  managing 
the  Palmer  Park  out  in  Highland  Park  . . . 
Ben  Johnson  of  the  UDT  warehouse  on 
Charlotte  St.  turned  over  two  tons  of  old 
tickets  to  the  paper  salvage  drive. 

Fred  DeLodder,  circuit  owner,  is  heading 
up  two  new  corporations — Aloma  Theatre 
Co.  and  the  Seven  Mile  Theatre  Co.,  capital- 
ized at  $50,000  each. 

Martin  Cinema  Corp.  is  being  incorporated 
as  a $50,000  Michigan  company  by  undis- 
closed parties,  with  headquarters  in  the 
Dime  Bank  Bldg. 
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Ohio  Aiiorney  Leases 
Two  Akron  Theatres 

AKRON — The  Highland  and  Liberty  Thea- 
tres here  have  been  leased  from  the  Mono- 
gram Realty  Co.  by  the  Acme  Amusement 
Co.,  headed  by  Ed  Raab,  an  attorney  in  Bar- 
berton, Ohio. 

Until  recently,  the  two  theatres  were  owned 
and  operated  by  J.  S.  Jossey,  P.  E.  Essick, 
Meyer  Fine  and  Charles  Deckman  of  Cleve- 
land. The  Liberty  is  an  Akron  landmark. 
It  was  one  of  Akron’s  leading  first  run  thea- 
tres at  one  time  and  was  owned  by  Robert 
C.  Menches  and  his  father.  In  1942  Menches 
sold  the  house  to  Jossey,  Essick,  Fine  and 
Deckman.  The  sale  brought  to  a close  an 
arbitration  suit  in  which  Menches  cited  the 
major  distributors  for  discrimination  in  favor 
of  the  Highland  Theatre  which  was  built  by 
Jossey  and  his  associates. 

None  of  the  new  operators  of  the  theatres 
have  previously  been  affiliated  with  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry.  Booking  has  been 
turned  over  to  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Ohio 
headed  by  Milton  A.  Mooney. 

Fight  Theatre  Fire  While 
Show  Goes  on  Inside 

TOMKINSVILLE,  KY.— “The  show  went 
on”  at  the  Strand  Theatre  here  recently 
despite  a fire  that  destroyed  the  theatre 
marquee  and  outside  framework  while  a full 
house  sat  inside  enjoying  the  film. 

The  fire  broke  out  near  some  neon  tubing 
and  was  caused  by  a short  circuit.  Manager 
Harold  Ray  emptied  one  fire  extinguisher  on 
the  blaze  before  calling  the  fire  department. 

When  he  called  the  fire  fighters  he  cau- 
tioned them  to  come  quietly  so  they  literally 
“sneaked  up”  on  the  fire  without  sirens.  A 
ladder  was  placed  on  the  marquee  and  the 
flames  extinguished. 

Incoming  and  outgoing  patrons  gave  Ray 
some  joking  advice  while  he  was  attempting 
to  fight  the  fire  but  a possible  panic  was 
averted  because  none  of  the  audience  was 
aware  of  the  excitement  outside  the  theatre 
Damage  estimated  by  Ray  at  “several  hun- 
dred dollars”  was  partly  covered  by  insur- 
ance. 

M.  A.  Rosenberg  to  Meeting 
Of  Allied  States  Board 

PITTSBURGH  — M.  A.  Rosenberg,  inde- 
pendent exhibitor  leader,  was  swinging  back 
to  active  participation  in  industry  affairs 
preparing  to  go  to  Columbus  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  national  board  of  di- 
rectors of  Allied  States  Ass’n.  He  retired 
as  AMPTO  president  last  fall  following  an 
illness  during  the  summer. 

Former  local  and  national  Allied  president, 
Rosenberg  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  and  is  a member  of  the 
national  board.  Additionally  he  is  active  in 
War  Activities  Committee  affairs,  the  in- 
fantile paralysis  and  Red  Cross  drives,  but 
resigned  as  WAC  co-chairman  several  months 
ago. 


Annual  Shea  Meeting 

PITTSBURGH — Annual  meeting  of  thea- 
tre managers  of  the  M.  A.  Shea  Theatrical 
Enterprises  was  an  event  here  Tuesday  (16) 
at  the  Roosevelt  Hotel.  Distributor  friends 
joined  the  circuit  personnel  at  cocktails  and 
dinner  at  6 p.  m.,  as  guests  of  John  A.  “Jack” 
Shea. 


Opens  New  Ticket  Office 

CINCINNATI — A central  theatre  ticket  of- 
fice opened  at  435  Walnut  St.  here,  January 
15.  Floretta  Callahan  Jones  is  in  charge. 
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"Singing"  Oui  in  Front 
Of  Detroit  Business 

DETROIT — The  New  Year’s  slump  is  over 
as  far  as  the  first  run  houses  are  concerned, 
with  business  showing  a modest  pickup.  Ups 
and  downs  are  dependent  more  than  in  the 
past  two  months  on  the  caliber  of  the  picture 
booked.  Holdovers  are  getting  plentiful  once 
more. 

Detail  for  week  ending  January  11: 

(Average  is  100) 

Adams — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (2Cth-Fox); 


Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 120 

Brcadway-Capitol — Escape  (M-G-M);  Cabin  in 

the  Sky  (M-G-M),  reissues 105 

Cinema — Russian  Melody  Parade  of  1945 

(Artkino);  Taxi  to  Heaven  (Artkino) 100 

Downtown — Secrets  of  Scotland  Yard  (Rep), 

with  Duke  Ellington  on  stage 120 

Fox — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter  Arsene 

Lupin  (Univ)  140 

Michigan — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para); 

National  Barn  Dance  (Para),  2nd  wk 125 

Palms-State — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA), 

2nd  wk .....130 

Paradise — Rogues'  Gallery  (PRC),  with 

Fletcher  Henderson  Orch.  on  stage 120 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 130 


“Thirty  Seconds"  Hits  Bull's-Eye 
With  "Victory"  Also  in  Big  Dough 

PITTSBURGH — Better  attractions,  despite 
continued  snow  and  cold  weather,  upped 
grosses  at  the  downtown  deluxers,  while  the 
neighborhood  houses  had  no  pickup  in  at- 
tendance. M-G-M’s  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”  hit  the  bull’s-eye  at  Loew’s  Penn  and 
20th-Fox’s  “Winged  Victory”  continued  in 
the  big  dough  in  its  second  week  at  the  J.  P. 
Harris.  Another  winner  was  Warners’  “Hol- 
lywood Canteen”  at  the  Stanley.  All  held 
over.  Other  grosses  were  satisfactory,  or  bet- 
ter. Out  in  the  territory,  most  theatres  re- 
port very  poor  business,  due  to  weather  con- 
ditions and  a run  of  poor  product. 


Barry — Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep);  Adven- 
tures of  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono) 120 

Fulton — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 90 

Harris — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 125 

Penn — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 135 

Ritz — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 115 

Senator — Carolina  Blues  (Col)  105 

Stanley — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 115 

V/arner — Kismet  (M-G-M),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 110 


"Woman"  Takes  New  Product  Honors 
With  "Tokyo"  Holdover  Winner 

CLEVELAND  — Despite  snow,  icy  streets 
and  cold  weather,  downtown  theatres  had  the 
best  week  in  several  moons — New  Year’s 
week  excepted.  Of  the  brand  new  product, 
top  place  went  to  “Woman  in  the  Window” 
with  a score  of  110  per  cent  at  the  Hippo- 
drome. “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  was 
the  winner  of  the  holdovers  with  140  per  cent 
at  the  State.  “Hollywood  Canteen”  was  a 
close  runnerup  with  135  per  cent  at  the 
Allen. 


Allen — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 135 

Hippodrome — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) 110 

Lake — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB),  3rd  wk 90 

Ohio — Kismet  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk .100 

Palace — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

2nd  wk.;  Mills  Bros.,  Jean  Parker,  Cliff 

Nazarro  on  stage  100 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 140 

Stillman — Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M) 100 


Cincinnati  Grosses  Are  Steady 
In  Week  of  Holdovers  and  Ice 

CINCINNATI — Business  held  fairly  steady 
over  a week  in  which  snows  and  icy  streets 
prevailed. 


Albee — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 130 

Capitol — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO),.  after  wk. 

at  Albee  100 

Grand — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk.  .._ 120 

Keith's — Holiday  Inn  (Para),  revival 105 

Lyric — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  The 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ),  2nd  wk 95 

Palace — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 110 

Shubert — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  wk 90 


CLEVELAND 


/■"•eorge  Dembow,  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager  for  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice, spent  several  days  with  Manager  Nat 
Barach  and  LeRoy  Kendis.  While  in  town 
he  also  visited  with  the  exhibitors  . . . Mrs. 
Herbert  Hornstemeier,  wife  of  the  Universal 
office  manager,  underwent  an  operation  at 
Lutheran  Hospital. 

Eddie  Catlin,  Warner  city  salesman,  was 
notified  that  his  son-in-law,  Lieut.  Harold 
Brainard,  pilot  of  a B24,  is  missing  in  action 
over  Italy.  Mrs.  Brainard  and  a six-week-old 
daughter  are  living  with  the  Catlins. 

A1  Kolitz,  RKO  branch  manager,  lost  his 
secretary,  Elaine  Beatty,  who  has  resigned 
to  marry  Ensign  Richard  Barnett  January  20. 
They  will  live  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where 
Ensign  Barnett  is  assigned  to  special  studies 
at  Harvard  University. 


Ernest  Schwartz,  president  of  the  Cleve- 
land MPEA;  George  W.  Erdmann,  secretary: 
John  D.  Kalafat,  Meyer  Fine  and  Max  Lefko- 
wich  will  attend  the  Allied  board  of  directors’ 
meeting  in  Columbus  January  24,  according 
to  present  plans. 

Albert  Dezel,  distributor  of  Film  Classics 
product  in  Michigan,  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
was  here  for  several  days  last  week,  visiting 
with  the  local  sales  representative,  Bob 
Snyder,  and  calling  on  some  of  the  exhibi- 
tors. Dezel  expressed  the  belief  that  the 
further  curtailment  of  raw  stock  will  slow 
up  the  schedule  of  releases.  Had  there  been 
any  warning  of  this  curtailment,  Dezel  said, 
the  footage  quota  could  have  been  spread 
more  evenly  over  a greater  number  of  re- 
leases. However,  he  expects  that  all  of  the 
Goldwyn  product  will  be  released  according 
to  plan,  possibly  under  a stagger  system  of 
prints. 


Mrs.  Gwen  Righter  is  the  newest  member 
of  the  Warner  Theatres  staff.  She  has  been 
appointed  assistant  to  Jane  Simon  of  the 
publicity  department  . . . Julius  Lamm,  man- 
ager of  Warners’  Uptown  Theatre,  is  looking 
forward  to  the  future  when  he  will  draw  on 
his  cashier  and  assistant  manager  with  a 
total  of  17  children  for  all  his  help.  His 
cashier  has  three  boys  and  five  girls  and 
last  week  a fifth  son  was  born  to  the  wife 
of  Herbert  ;Barnes,  assistant  manager,  who 
now  boasts  of  having  a “complete  baseball 
team,”  five  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Maxwell  Joice,  Paramount  publicity  direc- 
tor here,  is  in  New  York  attending  a general 
meeting  of  exploiteers  who  were  called  in  to 
discuss  the  publicity  program  for  “For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls,”  which  will  be  released  in 
February  for  showing  at  popular  prices. 

Efven  if  you  aren’t  buying  Film  Classics 
pictures,  it’s  fun  to  call  on  Manager  Bob 
Snyder  and  enjoy  a ride  on  the  clever  hobby 
horse  he  bought  for  his  daughter  . . . Visitors, 
tired  of  waiting  for  the  thaw,  who  braved  the 
cold  included  Leo  Jones,  Upper  Sandusky; 
Thomas  'Scott,  whose  theatres  are  located  in 
Archbold,  Columbus  Grove  and  Wayne: 
Walter  Steuve,  Findlay;  Paul  Ellis,  Warren; 
Paul  Anderson,  Richwood;  J.  O.  Guthrie  and 
Virgil  Moore,  New  London;  George  Wakely, 
Fayette;  Joe  Shagrin,  Youngstown;  Pete 
Ruffo,  Niles;  Ray  Spayne,  Akron. 

Bill  Skirball  of  the  Skirball  Bros,  chain  will 
head  for  the  west  coast  next  week  where 
he  will  join  the  other  members  of  the  Skir- 
ball clan,  including  his  three  sisters  who 
preceded  him  by  several  weeks,  and  his 
brothers,  Jack  and  Joe  . . . Joe  Krenitz,  Uni- 
versal manager,  has  been  appointed  WAC 
distributor  chairman  in  the  northern  Ohio 
area.  He  takes  the  post  recently  relinquished 
by  Morrison  Orr,  United  Artists  branch  man- 
ager. 

United  Artists’  “Tomorrow  the  World”  at- 
tracted a large  crowd  at  its  sneak  preview 
to  which  invitations  were  issued  January  11 
at  Loew’s  Park  Theatre.  The  audience  reac- 
tion was  excellent,  with  audible  hisses,  ap- 
plause and  some  screaming  by  women  pa- 
trons who  couldn’t  take  some  of  Skippy 
Homeier’s  atrocities. 


GEORGE  A.  EBELING 
Architect 

MODERN  THEATRES 
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Oscar  Price  of  Price  Premiums  defied  the 
weather  and  trained  in  for  a short  visit  last 
week  . . . Anne  Vickers,  M-G-M  booker, 
succumbed  to  a cold  and  was  missing  from 
her  post  several  days  last  week. 

Sympathy  to  Dan  Cowhig,  RKO  cashier, 
whose  wife  died  recently.  Although  ill  for 
the  last  year,  her  death  was  unexpected  . . . 
Peter  Wellman  of  Girard  made  a tour  of  the 
film  exchanges.  With  him  were  his  mana- 
gers, Mrs.  Peter  Patti  of  the  Newport  The- 
atre, Boardman,  and  Helene  Gran  of  the 
Schenley  Theatre,  Youngstown. 

Jerry  Steel  of  the  Apollo  Theatre,  Oberlin, 
and  his  wife  who  has  not  been  in  good 
health,  are  leaving  shortly  for  a sunshine 
cure  in  Florida  . . . Park  Agnew,  M-G-M 
auditor,  was  in  visiting  the  local  exchange 
. . . J.  A.  Beidler  of  Toledo  also  was  visiting 
on  the  Row  . . . Clem  Pope,  district  manager 
for  the  RKO  Theatres,  left  for  Florida  for 
a vacation. 

Milton  Bryer,  who  resigned  as  manager  of 
Schine’s  in  Bucyrus  several  months  ago,  is 
back  with  the  circuit  as  district  manager. 
His  headquarters  are  in  Ashland.  Bryer  is 
successor  to  Col.  Harry  E.  Long. 

Eugene  Rosenbluth,  owner  of  the  Stork 
Theatre,  last  week  saw  his  fourth  son  off 
to  war.  This  was  Sol,  22,  an  engineer  and 
graduate  of  Case  School  of  Applied  Science. 
Three  other  sons  are  serving  overseas.  Ser- 
geant Harold  is  with  a tank  destroyer  outfit 
in  Germany.  Private  Leo,  recently  wounded 
in  Germany,  is  now  convalescing  in  a hos- 
pital in  England.  Bert,  18,  is  in  the  navy 
stationed  in  Venezuela.  The  Rosenbluths 
have  one  more  son,  Eddie,  but  he  is  too 
young  to  fight. 
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■pdna  Hinch  has  resigned  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania  Enterprises,  Inc.,  office  to  accom- 
pany her  family  to  California  where  they 
will  live.  Mrs.  Betty  Hemberger  Shannon, 
formerly  of  the  M-G-M  office,  is  now  as- 
sistant to  George  Purcell,  booker,  and  Phyllis 
Cohen,  formerly  employed  at  the  RKO  ex- 
change on  WAC  details,  is  the  new  PEI  re- 
ceptionist. Mrs.  Lillian  Fishburn  Murray, 
formerly  Republic  cashier,  is  cashier  and 
assistant  to  Jim  Alexander,  office  manager. 
Mrs.  Jane  Maloney  is  still  secretary  to  Bryan 
D.  “Buck”  Stoner,  PEI  film  purchaser. 

Frank  W.  Hamre,  RCA  Service  Co.  man- 
ager, was  visited  recently  by  Tom  McCleary, 
Detroit  sales  representative  for  RCA  . . . 
Pvt.  Jim  Kalos,  infantryman  and  former 
Harris  Perry  manager,  has  arrived  in  France. 

Herman  Beiersdorf’s  daughter,  Wac  Cpl. 
Natalie  Beiersdorf,  has  informed  the  local 
20th-Fox  manager  that  she  is  engaged  to 
Alan  Eitter,  naval  bomber  waist  gunner  from 
Texas. 

M.  N.  Shapiro  and  Archie  Fineman,  cir- 
cuit partners,  are  chairmen  of  the  Variety 
Club’s  Friday  family  night  parties  . . . A.  P. 
and  Mrs.  Way  and  Miss  Alloyse  M.  Simmons 
were  visitors  from  DuBois.  Pioneer  exhibitor 
and  former  member  of  Pennsylvania  legis- 
lature called  upon  his  doctor  while  here  to 
attend  to  some  business  at  the  office  of 
Pennsylvania  Enterprises,  Inc. 

Lieut.  Thomas  A.  Bello  jr.,  son  of  the 

Nanty-Glo  exhibitor,  is  a member  of  a class 
in  the  school  for  battalion  surgeons’  as- 
sistants at  Camp  Barkeley,  Tex. 

Helen  Hinch  Haggeter,  sister  of  Edna 
Hinch  who  has  resigned  PEI  duties,  left  the 
Republic  exchange  pay  roll  last  Saturday 
and  was  presented  with  a traveling  bag.  She 
has  been  succeeded  as  Republic  cashier  by 
Toni  Armenti. 

S.  Dave  Lefton,  son  of  the  Lew  (PRC)  Lef- 
tons,  is  expected  here  for  a short  army  fur- 
lough . . . RKO  exchange  floor  was  being 
remodeled  and  repaired. 

W.  H.  Erbb,  division  manager,  and  Earle 
Sweigert,  district  manager,  were  here  for  a 
four-day  Paramount  sales  conference  at  the 
William  Penn  Hotel  with  David  Kimelman, 
branch  manager,  and  E.  M.  Stuve,  R.  E. 
Caskey,  Charles  Mergen,  Guy  H.  Peterson 
and  Louis  Averbach,  salesmen. 

Julius  Levine,  UA  auditor,  is  working  at 
the  local  branch  office  . . . Godfrey  “Duddy” 
Lefton,  naval  storekeeper  and  former  PRC 
salesman,  has  returned  to  the  U.S.A.  Sta- 
tioned in  Seattle,  he  expects  to  return  on 
leave  soon. 

Art  Levy,  Columbia  manager,  who  screened 
“Tonight  and  Every  Night”  for  local  exhibi- 
tors Monday  afternoon  at  M-G-M’s  Little 
Theatre,  departs  soon  for  New  York  where  he 
and  all  Columbia  branch  managers  will  at- 
tend the  premiere  of  “A  Song  to  Remember.” 

Syd  Lehman,  Republic  manager,  leaves 
February  1 for  a week’s  visit  at  the  north 
Hollywood  studios.  Three  Republic  branch 
managers  each  week  are  to  become  familiar 
with  production  activities  and  studio  prob- 
lems and  progress.  Lehman’s  week  is  from 
February  4 to  10. 

WAC  March  of  Dimes  meeting  was  held 
Monday  morning  at  the  Paramount  building. 
John  J.  Maloney  and  Saal  Gottlieb,  M-G-M 
division  and  branch  managers,  respectively, 
are  in  charge  of  the  infantile  paralysis  fund 
drive. 

United  Artists  exchange  staff  said  goodby 


to  Mort  Magill  last  Saturday  afternoon  at  a 
party  staged  in  Kramer’s  restaurant.  Magill, 
now  Philadelphia  manager  for  UA,  returned 
here  for  the  occasion.  Bill  Shartin,  formerly 
UA  manager  at  New  Haven,  who  has  suc- 
ceeded Magill  here,  was  in  charge  of  last 
Saturday  afternoon’s  affair. 

Jim  Zearfoss,  Austin  exhibitor,  plans  to  set 
up  a special  duck  dinner  for  visiting  film 
salesmen  . . . Sid  Kulick  and  Mark  Goldman, 
PRC’s  eastern  manager  and  Cleveland  man- 
ager, respectively,  were  here  last  weekend. 

Filmrow  Employes  Union  Fils  induction 
of  officers  and  annual  party  was  held  Thurs- 
day evening,  January  18  at  Webster  Hall. 

Norman  Fleishman  of  the  Brighton  is  1A 
. . . Gregory  Kricuchka,  formerly  employed 
at  Mario  Battiston’s  Ritz,  Export,  who  was 
wounded  at  Bougainville,  has  been  honor- 
ably discharged  and  his  brother,  George,  also 
formerly  of  the  Battiston  house  staff,  is  now 
on  the  wounded  list  with  General  Patton’s 
Third  army. 

Fred  LaBelle,  Warner  circuit  personnel 
manager,  was  in  West  Penn  Hospital  for  a 
rest  and  a checkup  . . . Lieut.  Johnny  Jaf- 
furs,  former  Wilkinsburg  and  Penn  State 
football  star,  has  arrived  at  the  European 
front,  his  father,  Jim  Jaffurs,  Wilmerding 
and  Millvale  exhibitor,  reports.  Jim’s  younger 
son,  Billy,  formerly  of  Penn  State,  is  taking 
his  naval  boot  training  at  Sampson,  N.  Y. 

Pvt.  Mannie  Feldman,  former  local  War- 
ner house  manager,  has  returned  from  over- 
seas . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Baldensperger 
of  the  Utopian,  Sheffield,  were  in  Philadel- 
phia for  several  days. 

Drew  Kolb,  Millheim  exhibitor,  was  a re- 
cent Filmrow  shopper  . . . Harry  Schugar, 
cousin  of  Harry  Fleishman,  Brighton  pro- 
prietor, died  as  the  result  of  a heart  attack. 
With  Fleishman’s  son,  Elmer,  Schugar  had 
operated  the  Brighton  Bowling  Alleys. 

John  Brevak,  brother  of  Alexander  Bre- 
vak,  Ken  Hoel’s  assistant  publicity  director 
for  the  Harris  Amusement  Companies,  con- 
tracted double  pneumonia  and  died  within 
two  days. 

Abe  Rothenstein,  West  Aliquippa  exhibi- 
tor, who  has  been  employed  by  American 
Bridge  Co.  for  upward  of  two  years,  claims 
there  is  no  manpower  shortage  here.  He 
had  a few  days  off  from  his  work  and  he 
caught  up  with  some  Filmrow  bookings  on 
several  visits. 

Bill  Naidenoff,  theatre  decorator,  is  under 
doctor’s  orders.  His  doctor  is  Charles  E.  Her- 
man, M.  D.,  Carnegie  exhibitor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  J.  Walker,  Crafton 
exhibitors,  have  been  vacationing  in  the  east 
. . . Bulletin  Index,  weekly  magazine  here, 
has  been  purchased  by  Richard  J.  Cook, 
publication  president  for  two  years,  from 
Alan  F.  Clark,  of  Clark  Brothers  Chewing 
Gum  Co.,  and  William  S.  Walker  of  Walker 
and  Downing  advertising  agency. 

John  Oglietti,  Leechburg  exhibitor,  is  in 
Magee  Hospital  here  where  he  was  sched- 
uled to  undergo  an  operation  . . . Pvt.  Milton 
P.  Antonoplos,  son  of  Peter  Antonoplos, 
pioneer  exhibitor,  has  a New  York  APO 
address  after  being  stationed  at  Camp  Beale, 
Calif.  . . . Lieut.  Edwin  P.  Brown,  former 
Wesleyville  exhibitor,  has  shipped  out  from 
the  Brooklyn  navy  yard. 

John  H.  Harris  has  returned  from  Holly- 
wood . . . Fred  J.  Herrington,  AMPTO  secre- 
tary, was  ill  and  unable  to  be  at  his  office 
several  days  last  week  . . . Syd  Lehman,  Re- 
public manager,  and  Max  Shulgold,  Crown 
Film  manager,  were  back  at  their  respective 
desks  last  Thursday  after  spending  a few 
days  in  New  York. 


CINCINNATI 


Oeorge  Fetick,  Florence  Kipp,  RKO  booker, 
and  bookers  for  Wes  Huss’  office  were 
among  those  present  at  Warners’  short  sub- 
ject screening. 

Other  visitors:  Gene  “Pop”  Custer, 
Charleston,  who  reports  his  son  Jack  is  in 
France;  Tony  Stern  and  Bud  Friedman, 
Warners,  Cleveland;  Foster  Lane,  Dixie, 
Williamsberg;  Paul  V.  McKay,  Montgomery; 
Mrs.  Fon  Sexton  and  son  A.  J.,  from  Ash- 
land; Jim  Weddle,  Laurenceberg,  Ind. 

Attractive  March  of  Dimes  donations  boxes 
have  made  their  appearance  in  all  exchanges 
. . . Greetings  have  been  received  from  Frank 
Weitzel  via  V-mail  from  an  undetermined 
area.  Frank,  a SeaBee,  formerly  booked  for 
the  Alpine  circuit  . . . Word  also  was  received 
from  George  Kramer  of  Warners,  nephew  of 
Jack  Huebner  of  the  Ohio  Theatre  at  Marion, 
now  in  the  signal  corps. 

Abe  and  Sol  Hyman  of  Greater  Hunting- 
ton  Theatres  left  for  Florida  . . . Guy  Great- 
house,  formerly  with  Elliott  Ward  circuit,  is 
reported  en  route  to  the  Pacific  area.  Mrs. 
Greathouse  is  carrying  on  in  her  husband’s 
absence  . . . (Dick  Roach,  WB,  is  home  on 
furlough. 

Betty  Doyle,  Metro,  is  happy  over  arrival 
home  of  her  brother  Frank  after  40  months 
armed  service,  including  three  years  in  the 
South  Pacific  . . . Gladys  Pollack’s  husband 
Carl  is  here  on  furlough. 

Vacationists  include  Virginia  Monohan  and 
Louise  Brown,  leaving  for  New  York;  Vir- 
ginia Kinney  and  Dorothy  Lang  . . . Ada 
Marvin  is  back  at  Universal,  recovered  from 
an  operation. 

James  W.  Brandenberg,  Fullerton,  Ky„  ex- 
hibitor; Ray  Law,  Lebanon;  Joe  Lee,  Cov- 
ington, and  William  Luibel,  Springfield,  were 
Filmrow  visitors  . . . Robert  Green  has  been 
appointed  assistant  manager  of  the  Lyric. 

Arthur  Frudenfeld,  general  manager  of 
RKO  Theatres,  and  Hardie  Meakin,  assistant, 
left  for  Washington  to  attend  the  testimonial 
dinner  in  honor  of  Meakin  in  that  city  . . . 
Margaret  Korb  received  word  her  brother  Ed, 
wounded  in  Germany  December  15,  now  is 
at  a hospital  in  England  . . . Harris  Dudelson, 
United  Artists’  manager,  was  host  to  Lon 
McCallister.  McCallister,  under  contract  with 
Sol  Lesser,  now  is  in  the  air  force  and  sold 
tickets  for  the  advance  showing  of  the  stage 
version  of  “Winged  Victory.” 

Bob  Morrell,  business  manager  for  Local 
37,  announces  that  film  truckers  are  expected 
to  be  100  per  cent  unionized  within  the  next 
seven  days.  Practically  all  film  exchange 
workers  in  this  area  are  unionized,  Morrell 
stated,  with  the  exception  of  20th-Fox. 


TEN  YEARS  AGO 

* * * 

PITTSBURGH  — From  BOXOFFICE  files 

ten  years  ago: 

John  G.  Rainey  and  William  Leibler  leased 
the  Keystone,  Natrona  . . . NRA  compliance 
director  was  cracking  down  on  exhibitors  to 
enforce  new  wage  scales,  as  more  local  thea- 
tres were  being  picketed  by  IATSE  repre- 
sentatives ...  Ed  (Elder,  oldest  film  man  in 
service  and  age  in  this  area,  was  “back  on 
the  road”  in  West  Virginia,  representing  Jim 
Alexander’s  Monogram  exchange. 

John  H.  Harris  entered  the  ice  hockey  field 
by  sponsoring  a Pittsburgh  team  . . . Peter 
Profili,  Vestaburg  exhibitor,  acquired  the 
Grand,  Frederickstown  . . . Josh  Dreano  was 
managing  Lou  Michael’s  Liberty,  south  side. 
— RFK. 
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CONNECTICUT  ALL  SET — Plans  for  the  March  of  Dimes  collections  in 
Connecticut  were  completed  at  a meeting  in  New  Haven.  Shown  here  are:  Dr. 
Joseph  Linde,  New  Haven  County  chairman;  Paul  North,  campaign  manager; 
I.  J.  Hoffman,  state  chairman;  Harry  F.  Shaw,  co-chairman,  and  Chief  Robert 
W.  Daly  of  the  fire  department. 


Bond  Campaign  Merit 
Medals  Given  to  58 

NEW  HAVEN — Medals  for  meritorious  work 
in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive  were  distributed 
by  mail  to  58  Connecticut  film  men  and 
women.  Harry  OF.  Shaw,  chairman  of  the 
Connecticut  campaign,  announced. 

“It  is  outstanding  work  of  the  type  you 
have  accomplished,”  Shaw  told  the  honored 
participants,  “that  has  made  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  the  potent  force  it  is  in  this 
war  effort,  and  when  names  of  great  Ameri- 
cans of  our  industry  are  written  on  the  roll 
of  honor,  yours  will  be  one  well  near  the 
top  of  that  list.” 

Exhibitors  honored  by  the  award: 

George  Comden,  Fine  Arts,  Westport. 

Albert  Pickus,  Stratford,  Stratford. 

George  Wilkinson,  Wilkinson,  Wallingford. 

Irving  Cooper,  Palace,  Stamford. 

Ernest  Doreau,  Capitol,  Middletown. 

Fred  Greenway,  Palace,  Hartford 
Lou  Cohen,  Poli,  Hartford. 

Michael  Stranger,  College,  New  Haven. 

William  Brown,  Bijou,  New  Haven. 

William  O'Connell,  College,  New  Haven. 

Joseph  Boyle,  Broadway,  Norwich. 

Matt  Saunders,  Poli,  Bridgeport. 

Dennis  Rich,  Cameo,  Bristol. 

A.  Machalski,  Circle,  South  Manchester. 

J.  J.  Scanlong,  Warner,  Torrington. 

J.  R.  Shields,  Capitol,  Ansonia. 

Rcndolph  Mailer,  Strand,  New  Britain. 

E.  J.  Harvey,  Palace,  Danbury. 

David  Cherman,  Lawrence,  New  Haven. 

Barney  Calechman,  Howard,  New  Haven. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman,  Fishman  Theatres,  New  Haven. 
Dave  Magliano,  Rialto,  Windsor  Locks. 

James  Tobin  Warner,  Bridgeport. 

Ed  Riha,  Merritt,  Bridgeport. 

Russell  Barrett,  Capitol,  Willimantic. 

Mollie  Stickles,  Palace,  Meriden. 

Morris  Rosenthal,  Poli,  New  Haven. 

Paul  Klingler,  Strand,  Waterbury. 

Leo  Pominville,  Bradley,  Putnam. 

Jim  Darby,  Paramount,  New  Haven. 

Harry  Rose,  Majestic,  Bridgeport. 

George  Landers,  E.  M.  Loew's,  Hartford. 

Walter  Murphy,  Capitol,  New  London. 

Jack  Sanson,  Palace,  Manchester. 

J.  S.  Borenstein,  Embassy,  New  Britain. 

A1  Shuman,  Black  Rock,  Bridgeport. 

Jack  Schwartz,  West  End,  Bridgeport. 

A1  Hamilton,  Empress,  South  Norwalk. 

Miss  Julia  Smith,  State,  Waterbury. 

Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  division,  New  Haven. 
Maurice  Bailey,  Bailey  circuit,  New  Haven. 

Henry  Needles,  Warner  theatre  district  manager, 
Hartford.  , 

Distributor  representatives  also  presented 
the  award : „ ... 

John  Moore,  New  -Haven  Paramount  man- 
ager; Richard  Carroll,  Paramount  booking 
manager,  New  Haven;  Morey  Goldstein, 
Metro  manager;  George  Weber,  Metro  office 
manager;  Barney  Pitkin,  RKO  manager;  Ben 
Simon,  20th-Fox  manager;  Sam  Germaine, 
20th-Fox  booking  manager;  Tim  O’Toole,  Co- 
lumbia manager.;  Harry  Olshan,  Columbia 
salesman;  John  Pavone,  Universal  manager; 
Miss  Eva  Copperstack,  Universal  booking 
manager;  Harry  Lavine,  Monogram  manager; 
Carl  Goe,  Warner  manager;  Miss  Hannah 
Ginsberg,  Warner  secretary  to  the  man- 
ager; Sidney  Swirsky,  United  Artists  sales- 
man; Jerry  Lewis,  Republic  manager,  all  of 
New  Haven. 


Two  Promotions  at  WDRC 

HARTFORD — The  appointment  of  Walter 
B.  Haase  as  station  manager  of  WDRC  here 
and  the  promotion  of  Harvey  Olson,  chief 
announcer,  to  program  manager,  were  an- 
nounced by  President  Franklin  M.  Doolittle. 
Haase  has  been  with  the  radio  station  since 
1924  and  has  been  closely  associated  with 
theatre  managers  in  film  exploitation  cam- 
paigns. 


Katz  Goes  to  Infantry 

HARTFORD — PvttMerril  Katz,  formerly  of 
the  Strand,  has  been  transferred  to  an  in- 
fantry training  camp  in  Georgia  in  prepara- 
tion for  an  overseas  assignment.  He  had 
been  in  New  Jersey  in  a military  police  unit. 


A Big  Antique  Clock 
Stolen  From  Lounge 

Boston — A 50-pound  antique  clock  val- 
ued at  $500  was  taken  from  the  ladies’ 
lounge  of  the  Colonial  Theatre.  The  clock 
had  been  in  the  theatre  since  it  was  built 
44  years  ago  and  was  25  inches  high  and 
20  inches  long  with  wide  floral  and  musi- 
cal designs  on  the  front  and  sides.  The 
management  reported  the  theft  to  police 
who  think  the  clock  was  stolen  sometime 
after  noon  Tuesday. 


Markle  and  Tuttle  Host 
A Preopening  Affair 

BOSTON — The  new  operators  and  lessees 
of  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  here  formally  in- 
augurated their  project  with  a luncheon  at 
Hotel  Statler  Monday  attended  by  exhibi- 
tors, distributors  and  newspaper  folk.  Jack 
Markle  and  Leonard  Tuttle,  the  young  vet- 
erans of  the  theatre  who  have  embarked  on 
this  new  enterprise,  welcomed  the  visitors 
and  told  of  their  plans  for  the  Fine  Arts, 
which  is  to  present  roadshow  and  foreign 
pictures. 

The  luncheon  was  preceded  by  a preview 
screening  at  the  M-G-M  exchange  of  “The 
Open  Road”  starring  Victor  Francen,  the  re- 
opening attraction.  Markle  was  manager  of 
the  Coolidge  Corner  in  Brookline  several 
years  and  Tuttle  was  an  M&P  manager  here. 

Hartford  Theatres  Given 
Praise  for  Morale  Work 

HARTFORD — The  State  Theatre,  owned 
and  managed  by  Harris  Bros.,  and  Dow’s, 
owned  by  A1  and  Belle  Dow  of  New  York 
and  managed  by  Mack  Herbert,  were  credited 
by  the  theatre  editors  of  the  Times  with 
“boosting  of  community  morale.” 

Both  theatres  have  arrangements  under 
which  their  headline  vaudeville  acts  each 
week  give  performances  at  service  men  and 
women  canteens,  veteran  hospitals,  war  bond 
booths  and  the  juvenile  Jolliwog  Club.  The 
club,  largest  teen-age  center  here,  is  the  lat- 
est and  most  recent  beneficiary  and  name 
performers  from  the  theatre  have  met  and 
talked  with  hundreds  of  Hartford  boys  and 
girls  in  addition  to  entertaining  them. 


Mary  Pickford  Aids  Dimes 

NEW  HAVEN — Mary  Pickford  was  guest  of 
honor  in  connection  with  March  of  Dimes 
here,  appearing  Tuesday  (16)  at  the  March 
of  Dimes  booth  on  the  New  Haven  Green  be- 
tween 7:30  and  8:00  p. . m.,  at  the  Roger 
Sherman  Theatre,  8:30  p.  m„  and  at  the 
Loew’s  Poli,  9:00  p.  m. 


Back  ai  Allyn  Post; 

30  Months  in  Army 

HARTFORD — A hearty  welcome  home  was 
extended  to  Capt.  Walter  Lloyd  who  re- 
cently received  an  honorable  discharge  from 
the  army  at  Ft.  Bliss,  Texas,  and  resumed 
his  post  as  manager  of  the  M&P  Allyn  The- 
atre here,  after  two  years  and  six  months 
in  the  service.  Captain  Lloyd  served  as  a 
commanding  officer  with  an  antiaircraft 
unit  in  North  Africa  for  18  months  prior 
to  his  recent  return  to  the  U.S.,  after  which 
he  was  assigned  to  the  army  special  service 
in  Texas. 

Stanley  Redmond,  who  has  been  serving 
as  manager  of  the  Allyn,  remains  as  assist- 
ant to  Manager  Lloyd  until  transfer  ar- 
rangements can  be  made.  Mrs.  Marge  Lloyd, 
wife  of  Manager  Lloyd,  resigned  as  cashier 
at  the  Allyn  after  two  years  of  service  to 
“become  a happy  housewife  again.” 

Local  theatre  men  arranged  a dinner  in 
formal  welcome.  Personal  greetings  poured 
in  by  the  score. 

The  welcoming  party  is  scheduled  for  Jan- 
uary 24  at  the  Hotel  Bond.  Seventy-five 
invitations  have  been  issued  to  industry  lead- 
ers and  friends  of  Lloyd.  On  the  arrange- 
ment committee  are  Henry  Needles,  WB 
district  manager;  Lou  Cohen,  Poli;  Fred 
Green  way,  Palace;  Jim  McCarthy,  Strand, 
and  George  Landers,  E.  M.  Loew’s. 

Loew's  Poli  Managers 
Confer  at  New  Haven 

NEW  HAVEN — The  first  Loew’s  Poli  man- 
agers’ meeting  of  the  year  was  held  here 
Monday  last  week  at  the  office  of  Harry  F. 
Shaw,  division  manager.  Managers  from 
Springfield,  Worcester,  Hartford,  Norwich, 
New  Haven,  Bridgeport,  Waterbury  and 
Meriden  were  in  attendance.  The  March  of 
Dimes  collections  were  discussed  and  honor 
awards  for  the  Sixth  War  Loan  were  pre- 
sented. 

An  award  of  merit  and  war  bond  prizes 
were  made  to  Lou  Brown,  Loew  Poli  publicity 
chief,  and  Lou  Cohen,  manager  of  the  Poli, 
Hartford,  as  second  prize  in  a national  ex- 
ploitation contest  on  “An  American  Ro- 
mance.” 

Following  the  business  meeting,  dinner  was 
served  at  the  Chi  Psi  Lodge. 


'Thin  Man'  Party  at  M-G-M 

BOSTON — Exhibitors  from  all  parts  of  the 
state  were  here  for  the  screening  of  “The 
Thin  Man  Goes  Home”  following  luncheon 
at  the  local  M-G-M  exchange.  Publicists 
Bert  McKenzie,  Joe  Di  Pesa  and  Joe  Longo 
directed  exploitation  for  the  opening  of  the 
film  at  the  Marcus  Loew  theatres  here. 
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Cince  many  chapters  of  “Roughly  Speaking” 
are  concerned  with  life  on  the  campus  of 
Simmons  College  which  the  author,  Louise 
Randall  Pierson,  attended,  there  is  a rumor 
around  the  film  district  here  that  the  pic- 
ture version  of  the  book  will  have  its  world 
premiere  on  the  campus  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Herb  Philbrick  are  expecting  a fourth  addi- 
tion to  their  family. 

The  Boston  tub  of  the  Tub  Thumpers  of 
America  discussed  the  March  of  Dimes  pub- 
licity campaign  at  their  last  meeting.  At 
the  next  session  of  the  publicity  folk,  Bill 
Cunningham,  head  of  the  drive  in  New  Eng- 
land, will  be  presented  a scroll  signed  by  all 
the  membsrs  of  the  organization  pledging 
their  help  in  the  Dimes  drive  . . . Abe  Weiner, 
formerly  of  Universal,  has  become  manager 
of  the  Republic  exchange  here. 

Joe  Mathews  of  Columbia  is  back  after 
a business  trip  to  Florida,  where  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Affiliated  circuit  . . . Twelve 
dozen  packs  of  playing  cards  have  been 
purchased  by  the  Macaulay  Legion  post  here 
to  be  sent  to  the  men  in  the  service  over- 
seas. Harry  Germaine  suggested  the  gift. 

Jack  Shaw  was  a visitor  at  Metro  ...  Ed 
Rosenbaum  of  the  Columbia  Philadelphia 
exchange,  formerly  with  the  Boston  staff,  is 
here  helping  Publicist  Bernstein  with  the 
exploitation  on  “Song  to  Remember,”  which 
is  expected  to  be  premiered  in  Boston  the 
last  of  January  or  the  first  of  February. 

E.  M.  Loew  returned  from  a two-week 
business  trip  to  Florida  in  time  for  the  big 
snowstorm  . . . Mat  Simmons,  sales  manager 
with  20th-Fox  the  last  28  years,  has  resigned 
to  go  into  the  shoe  manufacturing  business 
at  Haverville,  Mass.  . . . Manager  Anders  of 
Springfield  was  a Filmrow  visitor. 

A trade  and  press  screening  of  Republic’s 
“Flame  of  the  Barbary  Coast”  was  held  in 
the  new  screening  room  at  Republic  followed 
by  a luncheon  at  the  Copley  Plaza  . . . John 
Dervin,  of  UA,  reports  the  recovery  of  his  son 
John  jr„  from  a severe  illness  . . . “Three  Is 
a Family,”  “Dark  Waters”  and  “Guest  in 
the  House”  are  scheduled  for  early  openings 
here,  according  to  UA. 

Harry  Zeitz,  New  Bedford  exhibitor,  and 
George  Rapp  and  Morton  Toughey  of  Paw- 
tucket were  on  Filmrow  . . . Fred  Green  from 
Winnsocket  was  in  booking  . . . The  United 
Artists  office  staff  expresses  condolences  to 
Ida  Kessler  on  the  death  of  her  father  last 
week. 

Nat  Ross,  salesman  for  UA,  was  kept  home 
by  injuries  suffered  in  a fall  on  the  ice.  He 
was  expected  back  in  the  office  within  the 
next  week  or  so  . . . Fenton  Scribner  of  the 
Shaw  circuit  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  was  an  M-G-M 
visitor  . . . Eli  Hugh  Glass  from  the  Ma- 
jestic in  West  Springfield  was  on  Filmrow. 

W.  A.  Scully,  Universal  sales  manager,  was 
in  visiting  the  local  exchange  incident  to 
the  recently  started  annual  Scully  drive  . . . 
Harry  Smith  and  Walter  Dyer  were  on  hand 
to  direct  the  crowd  at  the  reception  for 
Governor  Tobin  . . . Catherine  Ferrick  and 
Ruth  Cummings  entertained  at  the  Kiwanis 
Club  installation  luncheon.  R.  J.  Donaldson, 
new  vice-president  of  the  club,  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Ferrick-Cummings  two- 
some who  call  themselves  the  Kay  Sisters. 

Leonard  Feldman,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Rivoli  in  Roxbury,  will  walk  down  the 
middle  aisle  February  21.  He  formerly 
worked  out  of  the  M&P  main  offices  at  60 
Scollay  Square  . . . Samuel  Adams,  doorman, 
has  gone  to  Florida  to  spend  the  winter,  fol- 
lowing a custom  of  several  years  standing. 


He  works  as  doorman  here  during  the  sum- 
mer and  fall  and  then  does  likewise  in  Miami 
during  the  tourist  season  each  winter. 

Barbara  Pearson  has  resigned  as  publicist 
at  the  Copley  Plaza,  effective  January  31 
. . . Donna  Atwood,  skating  star  of  “The 
Ice-Capades,”  visited  many  of  her  motion 
picture  friends  while  the  ice  show  played 
its  long  engagement  at  the  Garden.  It  was 
here  that  Miss  Atwood  won  her  national 
skating  title  three  years  ago  . . . Irving 
Mendelson,  UA  office  manager,  will  report 
for  his  army  physical  at  Albany  soon.  He 
has  three  brothers  overseas. 

Nate  Ross  is  up  again  after  mending  of  the 
cracked  rib  suffered  in  a fall  on  the  ice  near 
his  home  . . . Work  will  start  on  the  re- 
modeling of  the  United  Artists  office  Feb- 
ruary 1. 

Maurice  Green,  head  of  the  WPB  recrea- 
tion section  at  Washington,  was  home  here 
recently  . . . Lieut.  David  L.  Marshall,  son 
of  Jim  Marshall,  Film  Transfer  Co.,  was  in 
visiting  his  father  and  mother  . . . Mrs.  Lou 
Wechsler,  wife  of  Lou  Wechsler  of  20th-Fox, 
is  ill  in  Pratt  Hospital. 

Edward  Callahan  jr„  son  of  District  Man- 
ager E.  X.  Callahan  of  20th-Fox,  was  married 
December  11  to  Miss  Mary  Reagan  at  New- 
ton, Mass.  After  a brief  honeymoon,  the 
groom  returned  to  his  army  base.  Miss 
Reagan  is  the  sister  of  a former  20th-Fox 
booker,  Pat  Reagan  . . . Harry  Segal,  vice- 
president  of  the  Brookline  chapter  of  War 
Parents  of  America,  Inc.,  made  a trip  to 
Washington  in  an  effort  to  interest  govern- 
ment officials  in  that  organization. 

Genevieve  Shaughnessy  of  the  Capitol  in 
Fall  River  is  recuperating  after  an  ap- 
pendectomy at  the  Truesdale  Hospital. 

Ice  Show  Draws  200,000 
At  the  Boston  Garden 

BOSTON — “The  Ice  Capades  of  1945”  two- 
week  engagement  at  Boston  Garden,  which 
ended  January  10,  broke  all  records,  show- 
ing to  more  than  200,000  persons.  M-G-M, 
Republic,  Paramount  and  RKO  scouts  vis- 
ited the  show  during  its  stay  here  and  con- 
ferred with  executives  of  the  Arena  Man- 
agers Corp.,  giving  assurances  that  Donna 
Atwood,  Ann  Robinson  and  several  other 
“Ice-Capade”  stars  will  appear  in  pictures 
on  their  return  to  Hollywood  next  spring. 

Ice  shows  were  first  shown  in  Boston  12 
years  ago. 

Sonja  Henie  made  her  first  appearance 
here  under  the  auspices  of  the  Skating  Club 
of  Boston. 

No  Blackout  in  Manchester 
Until  Directive  Comes 

MANCHESTER,  N.  H. — No  orders  regard- 
ing the  blackout  on  illuminated  outdoor  ad- 
vertising, ornamental  lighting  and  display 
lighting  which  War  Mobilizer  Byrnes  an- 
nounced in  Washington  have  been  received 
here,  according  to  Thomas  H.  Hagan,  man- 
ager of  the  WPB  district  office. 

“We’ve  had  nothing  officially  telling  us 
what  to  do  or  not  to  do  in  this  affair,”  Hagan 
stated.  “Until  we  get  such  a directive,  we 
won’t  make  any  move  because  the  power 
shortage  varies  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. Up  to  now  we’ve  not  been  hard  pressed 
in  this  area.” 


Rita  Johnson  as  Lady  Gambler 

Rita  Johnson,  as  a big-time  lady  gambler, 
is  set  for  Universal’s  "The  Naughty  Nineties.” 


Fire  Safety  Ruling 
Hits  Night  Clubs 

HARTFORD  — Although  the  no-smoking 
ban  in  local  theatres  and  auditoriums  seat- 
ing 100  people  or  more  has  been  strictly 
enforced,  under  a new  interpretation  of 
Hartford’s  safety  ordinance,  restaurants, 
cabarets  and  hotel  ballrooms,  where  orches- 
tral music  or  entertainment  is  offered,  now 
face  the  same  restrictions.  Local  night  club 
proprietors  see  a possible  shuttering  of  all 
night  clubs  in  Connecticut  because  it  comes 
on  top  of  the  already  established  state  pro- 
hibition of  female  entertainers  after  10  p.  m. 

“How  are  we  going  to  exist  if  our  patrons 
are  not  permitted  to  enjoy  themselves?”  is 
the  question  proprietors  ask  following  Fire 
Marshall  Henry  Thomas’  re-enforcement  or- 
ders. Thomas  explained  the  action  was  a 
result  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove  and  more  re- 
cent Ringling  circus  disasters,  is  bringing 
an  “improved  situation.”  Before  this,  signs 
were  posted  in  the  larger  night  clubs  calling 
attention  to  the  law  and  citing  a $25  fine 
for  violators.  Then  places  displaying  these 
signs  would  provide  ash  trays  for  each  table. 
“This  appeared  to  be  an  open  invitation  to 
patrons  to  violate  the  law,”  Thomas  assert- 
ed. To  get  under  the  line,  local  night  club 
owners  are  preparing  to  cut  their  seating 
capacity  to  under  100. 

Film  Concern  Planning 
To  Enter  Television 

SPRINGFIELD  — Morton  Reed,  manager 
of  the  Bay  State  Film  Co.,  and  Parker  E. 
Ludden,  sales  director,  said  last  week  the 
organization  is  making  plans  to  enter  the 
television  field.  Up  to  this  time,  Bay  State 
has  been  specializing  in  industrial  and  com- 
mercial films  for  war  plants  throughout  the 
New  England  area.  In  addition,  numerous 
army  and  navy  training  films  have  been 
made  by  the  company. 

Their  film,  “Hot  Metal”  has  been  chosen 
by  the  New  York  Central  railroad’s  motion 
picture  bureau  as  one  of  the  two  best  non- 
theatrical films  made  in  the  United  States. 

Reed,  who  organized  the  business  chiefly 
as  a photographic  hobby,  has  recently  reaped 
many  personal  awards  by  photography  units. 
He  has  been  named  among  the  first  ten  in 
the  country  for  that  type  of  work.  Man- 
ager Sam  Scheckter,  Colonial,  Hartford,  be- 
longs to  Reed’s  photography  club  in  Spring- 
field. 

Loew's  Buys  Location 
For  Norwich  Theatre 

NORWICH— Loew’s  Theatres  of  New  Eng- 
land, Inc.,  under  the  division  management 
of  Harry  F.  Shaw,  has  purchased  a plot  in 
the  center  of  Norwich  and  whenever  ma- 
terials and  building  rights  begin  to  loosen 
it  will  be  the  site  of  a 1,200-seat  de  luxe 
theatre. 

What  the  fate  of  the  present  Loew’s  Poli- 
Broadway  will  be  is  a matter  of  conjecture 
here.  Manager  Joseph  Boyle  is  Loew’s  Thea- 
tres’ representative  in  Norwich. 


Boy  Mayor  Governor  Now 

BOSTON — Maurice  Tobin,  the  former  “boy 
mayor”  of  Boston,  has  been  inaugurated 
governor  while  Leverett  Saltonstall,  governor 
the  last  six  years,  has  taken  his  seat  as  U.S. 
senator. 


Faith  Dorn  to  Debut  in  "Widow" 

Faith  Dorn,  under  contract  to  Howard 
Hughes,  will  debut  in  Hunt  Stromberg’s 
“Young  Widow.” 
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lUTanager  and  Mrs.  Harold  Tabackman  of 

1 the  Bostwick  are  the  parents  of  a son — 
their  third  boy  . . . Friends  have  been  in- 
formed of  the  death  of  Christopher  H. 
Buddy,  owner  of  the  General  Stark  Theatre 
in  Bennington,  Vt.  He  formerly  owned 
theatres  in  Albany  and  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y., 
and  had  been  ill  a year. 


Evelyn  Teto  is  back  in  the  boxoffice  at 
the  Warner  lafter  a long  illness  . . . Robert 
Mitchum,  star  of  “Nevada,”  received  plenty 
of  newspaper  space  when  Manager  Edwin 
Riha  of  the  Merritt  found  out  that  he  was 
born  here. 


William  Cook  is  the  new  assistant  to  Man- 
ager James  Tobin  of  the  Warner  . . . The 
569th  iair  force  band  from  Bradley  Field 
played  outside  Loew’s  Poli  and  on  the  stage 
for  the  opening  of  “Winged  Victory.” 

Jean  Dick  has  replaced  Margaret  Mate  as 
cashier  at  the  Bostwick  . . . Gus  Schwimer 
jr.  is  planning  to  operate  summer  stock  in 
Stamford  again  next  summer. 

Gene  DuBarry,  former  assistant  at  the 
Warner  here,  is  now  manager  of  the  Victory, 
New  |London  . . . Work  has  started  in 
Naugatuck  on  the  erection  of  a theatre  for 
Ralph  S.  Pasho.  Pasho  also  owns  the  Gem 
in  that  town  which  was  closed  by  state  po- 
lice as  “dangerous.” 

Maude  Schuman  of  the  Black  Rock  has 
been  among  those  nursing  colds  . . . Man- 
ager Louis  J.  Anger  of  the  Barnum  is  about 
again  after  an  illness  and  has  advertised 
for  bids  for  the  enlarging  of  his  theatre. 

Manager  Samuel  J.  Haddelman  of  the 
Capitol  is  battling  painful  sinus  trouble  . . . 
The  Albert  E.  Sheas  celebrated  a wedding 
anniversary  on  New  Year’s  Eve. 


Reissued  "Heights" 

Is  Pulling  Crowds 

BOSTON — The  cold  weather  continued  here 
with  the  mercury  in  the  downtown  theatre 
district  hitting  one  or  two  above  zero.  Grosses, 
however,  seemed  little  affected  by  the  ice 
and  snow.  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,” 
in  its  fourth  week,  still  brought  good  returns 
at  the  Keith  Memorial. 

The  Majestic  was  packed  nightly  with 
“Wuthering  Heights,”  a reissue,  doing  sur- 
prising business. 


Boston — My  Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ), 

plus  stage  show 110 

Fenway  and  Paramount — And  Now  Tomorrow 

(Para);  Double  Exposure  (Para) 130 

Majestic — Wuthering  Heights  (UA),  reissue 125 

Memorial — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO); 

My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO),  4th  wk 120 

Metropolitan — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 130 

Orpbeum — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 125 

S'tate — The  Canterville  Ghost  (M-G-M) 125 

Translux — Enemy  of  Women  (Mono); 

Kitty  O'Day  (Mono)  110 


“Tokyo"  Tops  List  at  New  Haven 
With  “Canteen"  Scoring  103 

NEW  HAVEN — Business  was  generally  not 
spectacular  at  the  downtowns.  The  second 
week  of  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  at  the 
College  showed  the  best  margin  over  par, 
and  stayed  on  for  a third  week.  At  the  Roger 
Sherman  second  week  of  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” hit  the  average  mark.  “Thin  Man 
Goes  Home”  and  “Dancing  in  Manhattan” 
moved  to  the  College  from  the  first  week  at 
the  Loew’s  Poli. 

Detail  for  the  week  ended  January  12: 


Bijou — Tahiti  Nights  (Col);  Army  Wives  (Mono)....  90 
College — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Loew's  Poli — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Dancing  in  Manhattan  (Col)  97 

Paramount — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ); 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ) 95 

Roger  Sherman — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB), 

2nd  wk 103 


Don  Felix,  house  manager  at  the  Klein 
Memorial,  iwas  a New  York  City  visitor  . . . 
All  electric  installations  at  the  Bostwick  are 
being  renewed  and  modernized. 

Peter  Bernard,  Warner  projectionist  and 
business  agent  for  the  local  operators'  union, 
is  home  from  the  hospital. 

Florence  Hargrove  has  succeeded  Joan 
Hmilevski  as  cashier  at  the  Merritt  . . . 
Elsie  Frakas,  secretary  to  Manager  A1 
Domian  of  the  Globe,  is  back  from  a holi- 
day deep  in  the  southland. 

Sgt.  Alec  Ayary,  former  film  reviewer  for 
the  Norwalk  Sentinel,  is  now  in  France  . . . 
Sam  Haddelman  is  happy  over  the  recovery 
of  his  son  Allan  who  had  an  abcess  in  each 
ear. 

Ice  Show  Is  Presented 
In  a Hartford  Nitery 

HARTFORD— For  the  first  time  since  tne 
heyday  of  the  El  Morocco  night  club,  the 
presentation  of  a bigtime  floor  show  was 
set  in  a Hartford  night  club,  the  Village 
Barn,  with  the  opening  of  “Fantasy  on  Ice.” 
The  show,  featuring  Leary  and  Flaig,  is  un- 
der the  personal  supervision  of  George  J. 
Navickas  with  two  presentations  nightly  and 
dancing  to  the  music  of  Phil  Ingals  and  or- 
chestra. The  rink  was  contrived  so  that  a 
dance  floor  can  be  quickly  laid  over  the  ice 
between  performances. 


PRC  Buys  “The  Flying  Serpent" 

PRC  Pictures  has  purchased  “The  Flying 
Serpent.”  The  story,  an  original  by  Jack 
Nevell,  is  a mystery  laid  midst  the  Aztec 
tribes  at  the  time  of  Montezuma. 


"Victory,"  “Canteen,"  “Tokyo" 

Attract  Top  Hartford  Coin 

HARTFORD — The  main  stem  rang  with 
patriotic  fervor  last  week  with  marquee  signs 
reading  “Winged  Victory,”  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo”  and  “Hollywood  Canteen.”  A 
third-week  holdover  at  Loews’  Palace  and 
a second  stanza  at  the  Strand  did  top  busi- 
ness, while  the  revival  screenings  at  the  Allyn 
and  Regal  did  fair. 


Allyn — Sign  oi  the  Cross  (Para),  reissue; 

One  Body  Too  Many  (Para) 130 

E.  M Loew's — Together  Again  (Col);  Mark 

of  the  Whistler  (Col),  3rd  wk 135 

Palace — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 160 

Poli — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 180 

State — Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono),  plus 

Shep  Fields  and  orch.  on  stage 115 

Strand — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 180 

Regal — Torrid  Zone  (WB),  reissue;  Thorough- 
breds (Rep)  , 120 


UA  Men  Call  Back  From 
New  York  for  Cigarets 

BOSTON — James  Winn,  John  Dervin  and 
other  executives  at  the  United  Artists  office 
here  went  to  New  York  to  attend  a company 
meeting  recently. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  there,  the  tele- 
phone in  the  Boston  offices  rang.  District 
Manager  Winn  was  on  the  telephone  and  he 
said:  “Say,  have  you  boys  in  Boston  got  any 
‘influence’?  We  want  to  get  some  cigarets 
here  and  have  tried  every  hotel  within  walk- 
ing distance  in  New  York  and  there’s  none 
to  be  had.  Can  you  help  us  out?” 

So  the  local  UA  offices  sent  scouts  scurry- 
ing hither  and  yon  and  about  noon  one 
of  them  returned  weary  and  worn  but  clutch- 
ing a package  of  less  popular  brand,  and  re- 
ported: “This  is  all  they  had;  send  these  to 
Jim  and  tell  him  I tried.” 


NEW  HAVEN 


A big  second  week  on  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”  here  prompted  a third  . . . 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  stayed  three  and  a half 
weeks  in  Hartford,  two  in  New  Haven  and 
Springfield,  and  in  Norwich,  Willimantic  and 
Manchester,  the  picture  was  brought  back 
after  completing  its  original  run  and  an 
intervening  picture  had  played. 


In  Naugatuck,  a new  theatre  is  actually 
taking  shape.  Permit  and  priority  requisites 
have  been  received  by  Ralph  Pasho,  and 
he  has  broken  ground  for  his  1,000-seat 
theatre  one  block  from  the  former  Gem, 
operated  by  him  for  several  years,  but  closed 
last  year  by  the  state  police  as  one  of  the 
few  remaining  “upstairs”  houses  in  the  state. 


Ted  Jacocks,  operator  of  the  Branford,  is 
an  active  committeeman  in  the  current  ses- 
sion of  the  state  legislature.  He  is  a repre- 
sentative from  Branford  . . . The  annual 
RKO  sales  drive  starts  this  week  (19)  . . . 
Maj.  Samuel  Rosen  of  Rosen  Film  Delivery 
and  several  Connecticut  theatres  is  back  on 
Filmrow  after  almost  three  years  in  the 
armed  forces,  during  which  he  achieved 
records  in  transportation  activities  in  India, 
China  and  Burma. 


Mickey  Alperin,  booker  of  Southington  and 
Windsor  Locks,  was  in  from  Boston  . . . Bar- 
ney Pitkin,  RKO  manager,  was  in  New  York 
a few  days  . . . Harry  Olshan,  Columbia 
salesman,  was  back  on  the  job  after  a busy 
vacation  ...  In  addition  to  Pvt.  Arthur  B. 
Holmes  of  42  Fourth  St.,  New  Haven,  who 
made  a personal  appearance  at  the  Poli 
when  “Winged  Victory,”  in  which  he  appears, 
opened  here.  Cpl.  George  Petrie  of  Ashmun 
St.  and  Sgt.  Gursten  Davis,  also  of  New 
Haven,  are  in  the  cast  of  the  picture. 

Earl  Wright,  20th-Fox  salesman,  and  Dick 
Cohen,  Monogram  office  manager,  were  on 
the  very  large  sick  list  hereabouts  last  week 
. . . Also  Shirley  Cleveland  of  the  Poli  divi- 
sion office  staff  . . . Congratulations  to  Wal- 
ter Silverman,  Columbia  salesman,  on  his  ?th 
birthday.  Silverman  was  in  Boston  last  week 
. . . Adolph  Johnson  has  sold  the  Fairmount, 
New  Haven,  a 63-week  china  deal  for 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  giveaway  . . . 
Ralph  Stitt  is  doing  hjs  stint  on  “Winged 
Victory,”  around  the  territory  as  20th-Fox  ex- 
ploiteer. 

Lieut.  Charles  Tomasino,  son  of  Michael 
Tomasino  of  the  White  Way  and  Victory, 
New  Haven,  is  home  on  leave  from  Peterson 
Field,  Colorado  Springs  ...  Ed  Hinchey, 
Warner  playdate  executive,  was  in  from  the 
home  office  . . . Grace  Brunelli,  Columbia 
booker,  was  all  excited  about  her  brother 
Jim’s  arrival  on  leave  after  three  years  in 
North  Africa,  Sicily,  Italy  . . . Bess  Brown- 
stein  and  Phyllis  Basilicato  are  new  on  the 
RKO  staff. 

Harry  Moskowitz  and  Theo  Jung  of  Loew’s 
office,  New  York,  were  through  on  the  way 
to  Hartford  Monday  . . . Sgt.  Herbert  Hill- 
man, once  at  the  College  and  later  assistant 
at  the  Lyric,  Bridgeport,  is  back  home  after 
three  years  in  the  Pacific.  He  met  his  baby 
son  for  the  first  time.  He  will  be  stationed 
in  Atlantic  City  after  21  days  here.  While 
in  Australia,  Hillman  met  Herschel  Stewart, 
once  head  of  the  Poli  theatres  under  Fox. 
Later  he  moved  up  to  the  front  in  the  Philip- 
pines. 

“Ice-Capades  of  1945”  scheduled  for  the 
Arena,  January  24-February  1,  reports  a big- 
advance  sale  . . . Two  New  Haven  flight  nurse 
graduates  of  St.  Raphael’s,  Lieut.  Elsie 
Brennan  and  Lieut.  Mary  K.  Wilson,  were 
in  last  week’s  newsreel  at  the  College.  Both 
recently  were  awarded  Air  Medals. 
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Alice  Sicily,  Daly  circuit,  has  taken  a 
month’s  leave  and  is  “second-honeymoon- 
ing” with  her  hubby  who  has  arrived  home 
after  two  years  in  the  South  Pacific  . . . 
Manager  Sam  Scheckter,  Colonial,  was  a 
one-man  army  as  Cashier  Isobel  Jacobs,  Door- 
man Arthur  Wilson,  and  Cleaner  Bill  Crans- 
ton were  on  the  sick  list.  Scheckter  has 
inaugurated  an  usherette  staff  at  the  Co- 
lonial with  Kay  Morgan  and  Dorothy  Eric- 
son  as  chiefs. 


Tom  Grace,  Eastwood,  is  lining  up  the  local 
Red  Cross  motor  corps  for  theatre  collec- 
tions during  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign 
. . . The  John  J.  Anthony  show  at  the  Bush- 
nell  Memorial,  scheduled  for  this  week,  has 
been  postponed  indefinitely  . . . Shep  Fields, 
whose  band  headlines  the  weekend  stage  show 
at  the  State  Theatre,  conducted  a Search  for 
Talent  contest.  One  hundred  dollars  in  war 
bonds  was  to  be  given  the  boy  and  girl  win- 
ners at  the  final  show  on  Sunday  night. 


Sgt.  Bob  Campbell,  son  of  Manager  Hugh 
Campbell,  Central,  has  returned  overseas 
after  nine  months  in  the  States.  He  formerly 
was  overseas  for  one  and  a half  years  . . . 
Peggy  Daly,  daughter  of  the  Daly  circuit 
owner,  received  word  that  her  fiance,  Sgt. 
A1  Yester,  arrived  in  England. 

Hartford’s  Sophie  Tucker  has  been  signed 
to  portray  herself  in  the  film,  “Night  and 
Day,”  which  goes  before  the  Hollywood  cam- 
eras soon  . . . Joseph  Stickney,  Allyn  officer, 
sold  $164,800  in  E bonds  in  the  last  drive, 
the  highest  score  made  by  an  individual  in 
the  Hartford  police  department. 

Grace  Hardy,  student  assistant  at  the 
Palace,  has  been  upped  to  assistant  man- 
ager, replacing  Larry  Kent,  who  held  this 
post  for  the  past  year.  Kent  has  moved  to 
Houston,  Tex.  . . . The  mother  of  Stanley 
Redmond,  former  acting  manager  of  the 
Allyn,  is  seriously  ill  in  New  Haven  . . . Mrs. 
Estelle  O’Toole,  executive  secretary  to  Henry 
Needles,  Warner  district  manager,  returned 
from  a brief  New  York  vacation. 

Pat  Kirkland,  17-year-old  daughter  of 
Nancy  Carroll,  former  screen  star,  and  Alex- 
ander Kirkland,  playwright,  has  been  signed 
for  the  lead  role  in  the  film  adaption  of 
“Kiss  and  Tell.”  She  toured  for  a year  with 
that  part  in  the  Chicago  company  of  the 
stage  production. 

Dow’s  Theatre,  whose  history  dates  back 
to  the  Cameo  and  straight  vaudeville  days, 
last  weekend  featured  Vince  Manney  in  a 
come-back  performance.  He  recently  received 
a discharge  from  the  army  and  was  recount- 
ing to  press  correspondents  of  the  days  when 
he  and  Michael  O’Shea  did  their  routines 
together  . . . Congratulations  to  Manager  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Morin  on  their  11th  wedding 
anniversary,  January  12.  He  is  at  the  Regal 
helm. 


Under  the  aegis  of  the  mayor’s  war  man- 
power committee  and  the  Connecticut  war 
council,  a spectacular  program  of  war  films 
headed  by  a talk  by  George  Tweed,  the 
Ghost  of  Guam,  who  hid  from  the  Japs 
for  two  years  in  their  territory,  filled  the 
Bushnell  Memorial  to  capacity  on  January  11. 

Henry  Needles,  Warners’  district  manager, 
left  for  a one-week  vacation  in  New  York 
. . . The  Harris  Bros.’  State  drew  the  crowds 
off  the  main  stem  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day with  a special  program  of  three  Italian 
films  at  a 60-cent  top  . . . Harry  Shaw, 
Loew’s  division  manager  for  New  England, 
was  a recent  visitor  with  Harry  Moskowitz 
and  Theodore  Jung  of  Loew’s  maintenance 
department  from  New  York. 

Mayor  William  Mortensen’s  theatre  party 
for  children,  held  on  a recent  Friday  at 
Loews’  Poli,  was  attended  by  about  3,500 
youngsters,  under  direction  of  Capt.  Jerry 
Grady,  head  of  the  juvenile  division  of  the 
police  department;  James  H.  Dillon,  city 
director  of  recreation,  and  the  fire  depart- 
ment assisted  . . . Michael  O'Shea  was  ex- 
pected here  on  a visit  this  week  . . . The 
niece  of  Colonial  Cashier  Isobel  Jacobs  be- 
came a nun  at  Sister  of  Mercy  convent  cere- 
monies she  attended  recently. 

Pvt.  James  Scavetta,  former  Strand  chief 
of  service,  is  back  home  after  three  years 
with  the  marines  in  the  South  Pacific  . . . 
Joseph  Landry,  Central  doorman,  was  off 
two  weeks  with  a foot  injury. 

Marshall  Adams,  ex-Strand,  was  in  from 
the  Brooklyn  navy  yards  . . . Mrs.  Norman 
Rolfe  plans  to  line  up  the  Wethersfield  motor 
corps  in  uniform  to  assist  in  March  of  Dimes 
collections  at  the  Webb  Playhouse  . . . Dan- 
iel Doran,  Colonial  usher,  resigned  to  ac- 
cept a job  at  the  post  office  and  Jack  Smith 
enlisted  in  the  marines.  Manager  Scheckter 
says  he  may  have  to  hire  usherettes. 


Bernard  Levy,  Amalgamated  Theatres,  was 
a visitor  . . . Projectionist  Ray  Finely,  who 
recently  was  discharged  from  Rockville  Hos- 
pital after  almost  a month  there,  has  re- 
turned to  the  Eastwood  Theatre  booth. 

Sam  Scheckter,  Colonial,  and  Dean  Bar- 
rett, Rialto  manager,  tripped  into  Springfield 
to  visit  Scheckter’s  folks  and  mutual  theatre 
friends  in  that  territory  . . . Ted  Tuttle, 
Astor,  East  Hartford,  is  planning  to  repaint 
his  front  lobby  . . . There  is  much  specula- 
tion in  the  trade  here  in  regard  to  men 
with  4F  draft  classification  and  the  con- 
sensus points  to  several  local  theatre  men 
taking  part-time  war  industry  jobs  to  meet 
status  requirements. 


W/-  4 MAKE  MORE  MONEY  PLAYING 
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On  help  shortage  days  when  local  mana- 
gers have  to  take  over  the  boxoffice  and 
find  that  fellow  tradesmen  are  doing  the 
same,  the  gag  is  to  address  each  other  in 
telephone  conversations  as  “miss”  . . . When 
Margaret  Morgan,  former  Lenox  cashier, 
enlisted  in  the  WAVES,  Manager  Snyder  and 
the  staff  feted  her  with  a farewell  party  at 
the  Vilanova  night  club  . . . Anne  Breault, 
Allyn  bookkeeper,  will  soon  be  shopping  for 
valentines. 

Frank  Mather  took  in  several  stage  shows, 
including  “Oklahoma,”  while  on  a trip  to 
New  York  . . . Larry  Kent,  assistant  mana- 
ger at  the  Palace,  left  for  Houston,  Tex., 
on  a month’s  leave  . . . “Tobey”  Sullivan, 
Palace,  has  a good  gag  on  Fred  Allen  . . . 
Mrs.  Harpy  is  the  new  Lenox  doorman. 

Richard  Mailer,  14-year-old  son  of  Tommy 
Mailer,  Lyric  manager,  is  winning  a place 
in  the  sport  and  scholastic  field  at  school 
here.  The  family  moved  in  from  New  York 
recently  but  Richard  adapted  himself  quick- 
ly ..  . Mike  Dropick,  Colonial  officer,  took 
a special  theatre  training  course  at  head- 
quarters. 


Furlough  Real  Break 
For  "Victory"  Debut 

NEW  HAVEN — Morris  Rosenthal,  manager 
of  the  Loew’s  Poli,  capitalized  on  the  pres- 
ence in  New  Haven  of  Pvt.  Arthur  B.  Holmes, 
whose  furlough  here  was  coincidental  with 
the  opening  of  “Winged  Victory,”  in  which 
he  appears.  Rosenthal  invited  Holmes  to  be 
guest  of  honor  at  the  opening  of  the  pic- 
ture, along  with  the  35-piece  army  band 
brought  over  from  Bradley  Field  for  the 
event. 

A barrage  balloon  of  the  civil  air  patrol 
was  an  overhead  visitor  during  the  day. 
Rosenthal  broke  the  Register  with  a story 
on  “local  boy  made  good”  and  photo,  as  well 
as  negotiating  a full-page  co-op  ad  in  the 
Journal  Courier,  and  some  dozen  window 
displays.  Permission  to  drop  pamphlets  by 
air  cleared  the  red  tape  just  too  late  for 
the  opening. 

Holmes,  a musician  with  the  31st  air  force 
traveling  unit,  made  his  stage  debut  in  Los 
Angeles  when  the  road  company  of  “Winged 
Victory”  started  its  tour,  and  while  there 
appeared  in  the  screen  version. 

Jim  Cersosimo,  "the  Mayor 
Of  Asylum  Street,"  Dies 

HARTFORD — The  Hartford  theatrical  in- 
dustry was  saddened  recently  by  the  death 
of  “the  mayor  of  Asylum  St.,”  Jim  Cersosimo, 
stage  manager  of  the  Allyn  Theatre.  He 
“died  in  harness”  while  pulling  the  curtain 
at  the  Allyn  shortly  after  Christmas.  Jim 
“was  a fixture  in  the  theatrical  world  of 
this  city”  for  many  years.  He  first  was 
appointed  stage  manager  of  the  theatre  by 
Col.  Clarence  W.  Seymour  who  opened  the 
Allyn  with  a presentation  of  vaudeville  and 
the  first  talking  pictures  projected  from 
sound  tracks. 

Jim  started  in  the  theatre  business  at  the 
old  Hartford  Opera  House  and  during  the 
height  of  dramatic  stock  and  vaudeville 
he  was  employed  as  a property  man  at  the 
Poli  Capitol,  now  known  as  the  Loew’s  Poli, 
and  at  the  Loew’s  Palace.  This  was  followed 
by  stints  at  the  Parsons  and  the  Bushnell 
Memorial  theatres,  and  then  to  the  Allyn 
where  he  worked  18  years.  One  of  his  last 
jobs  was  the  completion  of  the  war  booth 
for  the  Sixth  War  Loan  in  the  lobby.  It 
was  a job  he  rightly  was  proud  of,  backed  by 
his  years  of  experience  with  scenic  props. 

Cersosimo,  who  was  65,  was  born  in  Co- 
senza,  Italy,  and  had  lived  in  Hartford  50 
years.  Besides  his  wife  he  leaves  six  nephews 
and  three  nieces. 

Hartford  Mayor  Selects 
His  Own  Theatre  Boss 

HARTFORD — In  his  dual  role  as  mayor 
here  and  as  managing  director  of  the  Bush- 
nell Memorial  Theatre,  William  Mortensen 
found  himself  last  week  in  the  unusual  posi- 
tion of  appointing  a “boss”  for  himself. 

As  mayor  of  the  city  he  recommended  to 
the  common  council  the  reappointment  of 
James  H.  Brewster  jr„  vice-president  of  the 
Aetna  Life  Insurance  Co.,  as  director  of  the 
Bushnell  for  a five-year  term. 

Senator  Authors  Bill 
To  Control  Bingo 

HARTFORD — Sen.  Leon  RisCassi  of  Hart- 
ford recently  introduced  a bill  in  the  state 
senate  which  would  amend  the  bingo  law  to 
provide  control  over  the  profits  from  such 
games.  One  of  the  chief  purposes  of  the 
bill  is  to  transfer  the  issuance  of  permits 
from  the  chief  of  police  to  the  town  clerk. 
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Big  Dimes  Show  Jan.  29 
In  Boston  Symphony  Hall 

BOSTON — A big  March  of  Dimes  show 
will  be  held  in  Symphony  Hall  January  29. 
Jack  Benny,  Mary  Livingston,  Rochester, 
Phil  Harris  and  Ralph  Edwards  of  the  Truth 
and  Consequences  program  have  offered  their 
services  free  to  put  the  benefit  over. 

George  Swartz,  Boston  insurance  execu- 
tive and  general  chairman  of  the  show,  has 
also  arranged  a dinner  at  the  Copley  Plaza 
Hotel  to  cost  $100  a plate.  Denis  W.  Delaney, 
collector  of  internal  revenue,  is  chairman  of 
the  Suffolk  County  committee  of  the  drive. 
The  Tub  Thumpers  of  America  is  helping 
with  the  publicity  for  this  show  as  well  as 
for  the  other  phases  of  the  March  of  Dimes 
drive. 

Tickets  went  on  sale  last  week. 


WORCESTER 


T\orothy  Guerard  and  Mrs.  Anita  Eaton 
have  been  serving  as  cashiers  at  the  re- 
opened Regent  . . . Jacob  S.  Smith  of  the 
coast  guard  won  the  watch  presented  by 
Manager  Arthur  Mabey  of  the  State,  Mil- 
ford, in  the  war  bond  campaign  which  closed 
at  the  first  of  the  year.  Each  person  buying 
a $25  bond  was  allowed  to  cast  a vote  for  a 
service  man. 

The  Swedish  films  which  have  been  play- 
ing the  Regent  were  moved  to  Tuckerman 
Hall  . . . Elmer  Cartier  of  the  Poli  suffered 
a heart  attack,  and  was  taken  to  St.  Vin- 
cent Hospital.  Roger  Kavanaugh  of  the 
Plymouth  came  in  to  substitute  for  him  on 
the  Poli’s  backstage  crew. 

The  Better  Films  Council,  through  Mrs. 
Howard  S.  Shepard,  president,  classified  no 
pictures  for  the  family  or  for  adults  only, 
but  named  “Bride  by  Mistake,”  “Carolina 
Blues,”  “Her  Primitive  Man,”  “Janie,” 
“Johnny  Doesn’t  Live  Here  Any  More,” 
“Mademoiselle  Fifi,”  “Sensations  of  1945,” 
“The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home”  and  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  for  mature-family  audi- 
ences. 

Nate  Goldberg,  maestro  of  the  Plymouth’s 
orchestra,  names  Worcester’s  Joe  Shapiro, 
new  playing  at  the  RKO-Boston,  as  the  best 
vaudeville  drummer  he’s  ever  seen. 

Manager  Alec  Davis  of  the  Warner  re- 
ports a holdover  for  ‘Hollywood  Canteen” 

. . . Anton  Scibilia,  the  stage  producer,  was 
a visitor  at  the  Plymouth. 

Manager  Ralph  Eaton  of  the  Plymouth 
•landed  stories  in  the  dailies  about  two  home- 
town girls  now  in  vaudeville  who  played  his 
theatre — Barbara  Pierce  with  Comedian  Lou 
Brown  and  Dancer  Dianna  Day  in  the 
“Hawaiian  Paradise”  revue. 

Jack  Harney  was  a singer  in  Dave  Wolper’s 
musical,  “Glad  to  See  You,”  featuring  Jane 
Withers  and  Eddie  Foy,  which  closed  in  Bos- 
ton for  repairs. 

Capt.  Walter  Lloyd  visited  Manager  Alec 
Davis  of  the  Warner.  He  has  been  discharged 
from  the  service  and  will  again  become 
manager  of  the  Allyn  in  Hartford  after  18 
months  in  uniform. 

Raymond  Greenleaf,  formerly  of  the  Play- 
house, will  appear  in  the  Broadway  produc- 
tion of  Haila  Stoddard’s  “The  Clover  Ring.” 

Sigmund  Romberg  and  company  are  ten- 
tatively set  for  another  industrial  night  pro- 
gram (gratis  admission)  at  the  Auditorium. 

The  magazine  section  of  the  Sunday  Tele- 
gram is  occasionally  devoting  its  cover  to 
full  pictures  of  film  stars. 


Rank  Buys  Location 
For  a 1, 500-Sealer 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

ST.  JOHN — King  Square  here  is  certainly 
bound  to  become  one  of  the  most  theatre- 
laden public  squares  in  Canada  or  the  U.S. 
when  current  plans  are  executed.  The  latest 
to  buy  a site  fronting  on  the  square  is 
Odeon-Rank.  This  alliance  has  completed 
purchase  of  six  brick  buildings  at  the  corner 
of  the  south  side  of  King  Square  and  Sydney 
St.  for  a gross  frontage  of  85  feet  on  the 
square  and  135  feet  on  Sydney  St.  The 
buildings  will  be  razed. 

The  location  will  be  almost  directly  beside 
the  Famous  Players  Capitol,  and  diagonally 
opposite  the  projected  FPC  Paramount.  Fac- 
ing the  square  on  the  west  side  is  the  Strand, 
in  which  Famous  Players  have  reportedly 
bought  a half  interest. 

The  Odeon-Rank  house  is  expected  to  seat 
about  1,500  and  thus  to  be  about  on  a par 
with  the  Capitol  and  Paramount  and  about 
twice  as  large  as  the  Strand. 

The  purchase  of  the  six  buildings  has  not 
yet  been  officially  announced  by  the  Nath- 
anson  and  Rank  partnership.  The  new  house 
will  furnish  an  outlet  for  Rank  English  films 
in  St.  John.  Lately  the  number  of  British 
pictures  screened  has  been  quite  low.  The 
King  Square  project  will  be  one  of  the  first 
in  Canada  by  Odeon  under  the  deal  with 
Rank. 


IN  THE  SERVICE 

* * * 

Pvt.  Rocky  Volpe,  former  assistant  man- 
ager, Regal,  Hartford,  is  with  the  armed 
forces  in  France,  according  to  holiday  greet- 
ing cards  arriving  in  this  area  . . . Pvt.  Joe 
Singuliga,  ex-Regal  doorman,  arrived  home 
on  a 15-day  furlough  from  his  army  base  in 
Ohio  and  made  theatre  rounds. 

Cpl.  Norman  Rolfe,  formerly  Connecticut 
district  manager  for  Lockwood  and  Gor- 
don’s circuit  in  New  England,  is  manager  of 
the  Signal  Hill,  army  post  theatre  in  Or- 
lando, Fla.  He  has  also  been  assigned  to 
auditing  army  theatres  in  that  territory.  His 
wife,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Rolfe,  serves  as  acting 
manager  of  the  Webb  Playhouse,  Wethers- 
field, Conn.  , 

Pvt.  Chester  Mantolesky,  former  assistant 
manager  at  Proven  Pictures,  here,  and  on  the 
staff  of  the  Allyn  Theatre  prior  to  army  in- 
duction, is  now  stationed  in  France  . . . Sea- 
man Clark  Stephenson,  ex-Loew’s  Poli, 
Springfield,  is  stationed  at  Sampson,  N.Y., 
with  the  navy.  He  is  attending  radio  school. 
He  recently  arrived  in  Springfield  on  a brief 
leave. 

Cpl.  James  Bracken,  former  Warners  con- 
tact manager  in  New  England,  now  is  sta- 
tioned in  England  with  the  combat  engineers 
. . . FO  Neal  Fitzpatrick,  son  of  Manager 
Ed  Fitzpatrick,  Loew’s  Poli,  Waterbury,  is 
now  first  pilot  of  a bomber  at  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala.  . . . Pvt.  Theodore  DiLorenzo,  ex-Daly 
circuit,  arrived  in  Hartford  for  a 15-day  fur- 
lough from  Alabama  and  looks  fine. 

Mike  Malucci,  former  Strand,  Hartford, 
chief  of  service,  is  now  serving  with  the  navy 
in  the  South  Pacific  . . . Pvt.  Clyde  Turcott, 
formerly  usher  at  the  Art  Theatre,  Spring - 
field,  is  stationed  in  France  with  the  army 
medical  corps  . . . Turcott’s  brother,  Seaman 
Claude  Turcott,  chief  of  staff  at  the  Art 
Theatre  several  years  ago,  is  reportedly  some- 
where overseas  with  the  navy  . . . Local 
theatre  men  have  been  hearing  from  Sgt. 
Johnnie  A.  D’Amato,  formerly  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Warners  Embassy,  New  Britain, 
who  is  in  Italy. 


Renews  Option  on  Hal  Mohr 

Universal  has  renewed  its  option  on  Hal 
Mohr,  lenser,  for  the  fourth  time. 


Hartford  Fetes  Pickford 
On  Dimes  Campaign 

HARTFORD — Mary  Pickford,  former  film 
star,  was  scheduled  to  speak  January  16 
in  behalf  of  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign 
at  the  Veeder-Root  Co.  here,  one  of  the 
largest  defense  plants  in  this  area,  and  at 
campaign  headquarters  in  the  Victory  House. 


Hub  Stage  Flourishing 

BOSTON — The  legitimate  theatres  here  are 
experiencing  the  best  season  in  their  his- 
tory. Currently  are  “The  Merry  Widow”  at 
the  Shubert,  “The  Overtons”  with  Arlene 
Francis  at  the  Plymouth;  “Genteel  Lady”  at 
New  England  Mutual,  “Star  in  the  Window” 
at  the  Wilbur,  and  “The  Tempest”  with  Vera 
Zorina  at  the  Colonial.  Boston  has  premiered 
several  successes  this  year,  including  “Sing 
Out  Sweet  Land,”  “On  the  Town,”  “Dear 
Ruth”  and  “The  Late  George  Apley.” 


1945  MARCH  of  DIMES 
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To  NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK.  Chairman 
1945  MARCH  OF  DIMES  DRIVE 
SUITE  124,  ASTOR  HOTEL.  NEW  YORK.  19,  N.Y. 


You  may  depend  on  my  complete 
cooperation.  .At  every  performance, 
during  week  of  Jan.  25-31, 1 promise 
to  show  the  appeal  trailer  and  make 
audience,  collections  in  my  audi- 
torium. Send  full  details. 


Signed 


THEATRE 

COUNTY 


CITY-STATE 


SEATING  CAPACITY 
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N.  HAMPSHIRE 

Official  naval  films  of  the  recapture  of 
^ Guam,  including  the  rescue  of  Warrant 
Officer  George  Tweed,  who  eluded  the  Japs 
for  31  months  as  the  sole  white  survivor  of 
their  invasion,  were  shown  at  a meeting  of 
employes  of  the  Dover  plant  of  Sylvania 
Electric  Products,  Inc.,  at  which  the  rescued 
naval  officer  spoke. 

The  state  department  of  public  welfare  has 
reported  an  increase  in  direct  relief  cases 
in  New  Hampshire  during  November  when 
recipients  totaled  6,616. 

A feature  film,  ‘‘Lost  Angels,”  starring 
Margaret  O’Brien,  and  a one-reeler,  “Ode  to 
Victory,”  were  scheduled  to  be  shown  at 
the  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in  Man- 
chester, January  19,  instead  of  “The  White 
Cliffs  of  Dover,”  as  originally  booked. 

Members  of  the  1944  football  team  of 
Spaulding  High  School  were  honored  January 
10  at  the  Scenic  in  Rochester  where  they 
were  awarded  sweaters  by  the  Spaulding  High 
Boosters  Club. 

E.  Morrison  Douglas  has  been  renamed 
manager  of  the  City  Opera  House  in  Roches- 
ter ..  . “Combat  America,”  Technicolor  sound 
film  directed  by  Clark  Gable  for  the  army 
air  forces,  was  shown  in  connection  with  the 
B29  bond  drive  in  Manchester. 

Film  Exhibitor  Ansel  Sanborn  of  Wake- 
field, state  GOP  chairman  and  member  of 
the  legislature,  has  been  named  head  of  the 
important  house  appropriations  committee 
. . . Films  covering  mechanics,  machine  shop 
practice,  aeronautics  and  kindred  subjects 
have  been  purchased  for  the  Spaulding  High 
School  manual  training  department  in 
Rochester. 

Thomas  Hodge,  assistant  director  of  the 
film  division  of  the  British  Information 
Service  in  New  York,  was  scheduled  to  speak 
at  Spaulding  High  School  in  Rochester  . . . 
Internal  Revenue  Collector  Peter  M.  Gagne, 
former  operator  of  the  Somersworth,  Som- 
ersworth,  has  returned  to  his  home  in  that 
city  after  his  stay  at  Frisbie  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Rochester. 

The  Strand  in  Manchester  headed  a large 
advertisement  heralding  the  coming  of  “The 
Very  Thought  of  You”  with  “An  Open  Letter 
to  Manchester  Moviegoers,”  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  the  management  had  viewed  the 
film  and  personally  guaranteed  it  ...  I.  Bel- 
mont Allen,  74,  former  stage  manager  at 
the  City  Opera  House  in  Rochester,  is  dead. 


Where  Are  the  Big  Crops? 
Corn  Dealers  Ask 

(Frtom  Southern  Edition) 

Dallas — The  U.S.  department  of  agri- 
culture has  issued  a report  showing  164 
million  pounds  of  popcorn  were  produced 
in  1942  and  that  a much  bigger  crop  of 
202  million  pounds  was  produced  in  1944, 
a record  crop  for  this  commodity. 

But  where  is  it,  ask  popcorn  distribu- 
tors and  theatre  owners?  In  1942  there 
was  plenty  to  go  around  at  regular  mar- 
ket prices  of  approximately  $6  a hun- 
dred weight.  Now  at  ceiling  prices  of 
around  $10.50  there  is  a great  shortage. 
Many  sales  have  been  made  by  truckers 
at  from  $15  to  $25  a bag. 

But  the  problem  looks  bigger  than  that. 

A Dallas  distributor  just  had  a 25  car 
order  turned  down  on  him.  He  is  short 
of  corn  for  his  customers  and  wants  to 
know  why. 

Who’s  got  all  the  corn?  And  all  the 
cigarets? 


Variety  Club  Charily 
Blankets  Oklahoma 

(From  Southern  Edition) 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Like  most  organiza- 
tions the  Variety  Club  of  Oklahoma  “took 
stock”  at  the  end  of  1944  and  not  only  re- 
viewed its  accomplishments  during  the  year 
just  closed  but  went  back  and  reported  on 
some  of  its  other  successful  activities  since 
1939,  when  the  club  joined  other  tents 
throughout  the  country  in  carrying  on 
charitable  work. 

The  charitable  activities  of  the  Oklahoma 
tent,  according  to  the  report,  have  been  nu- 
merous and  varied  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  club,  for  instance,  has  purchased  a 
mobile  film  unit  which  makes  regular 
pilgrimages  to  hospitals  and  orphanages  for 
presentation  of  sound  motion  pictures.  Film 
companies  contribute  the  film  and  the  local 
operators’  local  furnishes  all  projectionists 
for  this  work. 

War  Program  Established 

With  the  outbreak  of  war  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  military  camps  near  Oklahoma 
City,  entertainment  for  soldiers  became  an 
important  morale  activity.  A committee  of 
club  members  was  selected  to  arrange  for 
entertainment  at  the  nearby  camps;  this 
committee  since  has  arranged  weekly  shows 
at  the  various  fields  in  and  around  Okla- 
homa City. 

The  32-room  air  conditioned  Variety  Club 
health  center  here,  built  at  a cost  of  $60,000, 
was  formally  opened  June  26,  1941.  The 
health  center  provides  space  for  the  health 
program  of  the  Oklahoma  County  Health 
Ass’n,  Inc. 

The  club  furnishes  heat,  light,  water  and 
janitor  service  along  with  this  splendid 
health  center  building.  Services  at  the  cen- 
ter are  complete.  Its  newest  service  is  the 
mothers’  milk  bank. 

The  club’s  directors  early  this  year  ap- 
proved plans  for  a Tulsa  health  center  for 
negroes.  It  will  be  administered  by  the  Tulsa 
Public  Health  Ass’n  and  will  operate  on 
funds  received  from  the  community  fund. 
The  club  will  finance  the  building  at  a cost 
of  approximately  $40,000  and  will  pay  for 
maintenance. 


Ground  Is  Broken 

A ground-breaking  ceremony  for  the  new 
Tulsa  center  was  held  December  29.  It  was 
attended  by  officials  of  the  county  public 
health  association. 

Attending  from  Variety  were  Ralph  Talbot 
chief  barker,  and  H.  R.  Falls,  B.  J.  McKenna, 
C.  B.  Akers,  M.  W.  Osborne,  Ed  Kidwell, 
Frank  Fonville  and  F.  Kenyon  Brown. 

As  a result  of  the  charitable  accomplish- 
ments of  the  club  the  membership  has  grown 
steadily.  There  are  now  more  than  150 
members  exclusive  of  those  in  the  armed 
services.  The  original  nucleus  of  members  has 
never  made  a membership  drive. 

The  clubrooms  have  been  remodeled  four 
times  since  the  opening  and  visitors  fre- 
quently remark  about  the  appearance  and 
comfort  of  the  club.  House  rules  have  been 
adhered  to  to  the  letter,  thereby  maintaining 
the  criterion  of  dignity  and  prestige. 


Skippy  at  New  Haven 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.— Under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Loew  Poli  New  Haven  division 
a press  and  radio  reception  and  dinner  was 
held  for  Skippy  Homeier,  young  star  of  “To- 
morrow the  World”  at  the  Kimball  Hotel 
here  last  week.  Skippy,  en  route  to  the  coast 
to  make  a new  picture  for  Metro,  was  ac- 
companied by  his  mother,  his  instructor  and 
Bob  Montgomery,  publicity  manager  for  Les- 
ter Cowan.  Skippy  also  addressed  two  school 
assemblies  and  visited  a children’s  hospital. 


PORTLAND 


JJighlight  of  the  week  was  the  opening 
of  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  featur- 
ing Phyllis  Thaxter,  Portland  girl.  Many 
special  parties  were  made  up  by  friends  to 
see  the  picture  . . . The  Portland  Town  Hall 
sponsored  by  the  local  YMCA,  opened  Sunday 
with  John  B.  Hughes,  CBS  commentator, 
speaking  on  the  Philippines. 


John  B.  Carroll,  district  manager  of  M&P 
Theatres  for  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  has  been  appointed  state  chair- 
man of  the  motion  picture  industry’s  1945 
March  of  Dimes  for  Maine  . . . Greenwood 
Players,  after  presenting  “Junior  Miss,” 
closed  for  the  winter  season.  Coming  here 
from  their  summer  season  at  Peaks  Island, 
they  occupied  the  former  Playhouse  on  Elm 
Street. 


Holiday  feature  of  “Recess  Time,”  State 
Theatre  kiddie  show,  was  the  singing  of 
Christmas  carols  by  30  boys  and  girls  the 
Saturday  before  Christmas.  This  was  part 
of  the  city  Christmas  program  under  the 
church  federation.  The  Saturday  before  New 
Year’s  they  presented  a 40-piece  string  en- 
semble of  boys  and  girls  from  8 to  14,  under 
the  direction  of  Edward  Gaudreau. 


The  State  Theatre  has  been  painted  and 
the  seats  newly  upholstered.  Harry  M.  Bot- 
wick,  State  manager  and  publicity  man  for 
the  local  Red  Cross,  conducted  the  special 
drive  for  Red  Cross  nurses  . . . Marion  Field 
of  the  State  has  resigned  and  been  replaced 
by  Mrs.  Joy  Gately  . . . Manager  Botwick 
received  Christmas  cards  from  many  former 
employes  now  in  the  armed  forces  all  over 
the  world.  Otis  Graham  and  Bob  Knight 
are  now  in  Hawaii. 


Margaret  Field  to  Contract 

Margaret  Field,  discovered  in  the  audience 
of  the  Pasadena  Playhouse,  has  been  signed 
to  a long-term  Paramount  contract.  Her  first 
assignment  is  in  “Masquerade  in  Mexico.” 


Move  to  Kill  Sunday 
Films  in  the  Offing 

(From  Eastern  Edition) 

Philadelphia — An  organized  effort  to 
kill  Sunday  films  in  Pennsylvania  and 
institute  a statewide  curfew  stopping  the 
sale  of  all  intoxicants  after  midnight  will 
be  made  as  soon  as  the  new  legislature 
meets. 

Twelve  reform  groups,  headed  by  the 
old  Seventh  Day  Alliance  leaders  and  the 
antisaloon  element,  have  formed  a pow- 
erful lobby  to  go  to  work  on  the  law- 
makers. 

Film  interests  and  the  newly-formed 
Cafe  Owners  Guild  are  openly  alarmed  by 
the  reformers’  energy.  Vigorous  steps  are 
being  taken  to  kill  the  movement  before 
it  gets  a good  start. 

The  reform  element  already  has  been 
successful  in  killing  Sunday  films  in  sev- 
eral upstate  communities.  It  expects  the 
current  hue  and  cry  against  juvenile  de- 
linquency to  aid  in  selling  new  blue  laws 
to  rural  legislators. 

Under  present  Pennsylvania  laws,  liquor 
may  be  sold  until  2 a.  m.  weekdays  and 
midnight  Saturdays.  There  are  no  Sun- 
day sales. 

A midnight  curfew  probably  would  put 
the  majority  of  night  clubs  out  of  busi- 
ness. Actor,  musician  and  other  unions 
allied  with  the  liquor  industry  are  expect- 
ed to  aid  in  the  fight  against  the  mid- 
night closing. 
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They  Win  But  Lose 
Fight  on  Theatre 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

DETROIT  — The  difficulties  of  construc- 
tion of  new  theatres  under  the  extension  of 
city  planning  were  dramatically  illustrated 
here  by  the  series  of  moves  brought  to  a 
head  in  the  proposal  for  the  new  Parkwood 
Theatre.  In  this  case,  city  officials  and  resi- 
dents of  the  suburb  of  Grosse  Pointe  Woods 
appear  to  have  out  smarted  themselves  in 
their  attempt  to  keep  out  the  theatre  or  re- 
strict its  planning  in  some  way. 

The  Parkwood  is  projected  as  a 3,500-seat 
theatre,  largest  postwar  theatre  definitely 
announced  for  Detroit,  to  be  operated  as  a 
second  run  house,  by  Saul  Sloan,  owner  of 
the  Mercury  on  the  west  side,  who  also  has 
other  construction  projects  planned. 

Largest  Since  1929 

From  the  exhibitors’  standpoint,  the  con- 
struction of  the  largest  second  run  house 
built  in  Detroit  since  1929  is  of  exceptional 
interest.  It  will  be  located  only  two  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  Point  Theatre,  to  be 
erected  by  Wisper  and  Wetsman  at  Kelly 
and  Eight  Mile  Roads  in  Gratiot  township, 
and  four  miles  from  the  existing  Cinderella, 
operated  by  United  Detroit  Theatres — both 
as  second  run  houses. 

The  Parkwood  Development  Co.  started 
plans  some  months  ago  and  sought  approval 
for  use  of  their  property  for  a parking  lot. 
This  would  require  the  rezoning  of  a part  of 
the  ground  from  residential  to  commercial 
uses.  Because  few  suitable  sites  are  available 
around  Detroit  for  the  erection  of  a theatre 
of  this  size  with  the  large  parking  lot  re- 
quired, action  taken  in  any  one  case  points 
to  future  treatment  which  developers  of 
other  similar  projects  may  face. 

Despite  several  moves  before  the  Grosse 
Pointe  Woods  council  and  attempts  to  effect 
a compromise  the  final  decision  was  to  re- 
fuse to  allow  the  necessary  depth  of  the 
property  to  be  rezoned  for  commercial  use. 
Result  was  that  the  original  design  could  not 
be  carried  through. 

The  objections  of  residents  were  based 
upon  the  desire  to  avoid  developing  a com- 
mercial center  of  this  size.  Commissioner 
Marco  of  the  council  acted  as  spokesman 
for  this  winning  point  of  view,  basing  it 
chiefly  on  the  wishes  of  local  residents  to 
keep  it  strictly  a residential  zone,  and  further 
questioning  the  need  or  desirability  of  de- 
veloping a second  commercial  center  in  the 
village. 

Most  Exclusive  Suburbs 

The  various  Grosse  Pointe  communities 
are  ranked  among  Detroit’s  more  exclusive 
suburbs,  and  some  have  practically  outlawed 
any  form  of  business  whatever,  even  grocery 
stores. 

Sloan’s  company,  after  the  refusal  of  the 
council  to  approve  any  change,  decided  upon 
reconstruction  of  their  design,  so  that  the 
theatre  will  be  an  ell-shaped  building  with  a 
parking  lot  of  suitable  size  on  the  entire 
remainder  of  their  property  in  Grosse  Pointe 
Woods. 

However,  the  company  also  owns  adjacent 
property  which  is  inside  the  Detroit  city 
limits,  and  in  this  section  they  will  build 
a large  group  of  stores,  of  about  150  foot 
depth.  A parking  lot  for  store  customers 
will  be  provided. 

In  this  manner,  the  suburb  will  lose  the 
revenue  of  taxes  on  the  store  buildings,  but 
will  have  the  commerical  center  anyway  at 
the  same  center,  only  a substantial  part  of 
It  will  be  in  Detroit,  just  across  the  line. 

Sloan  revealed  that  application  for  priori- 
ties to  build  have  been  filed  and  he  antici- 
pated an  early  approval.  Construction  of  the 
theatre  will  take  nine  months. 


(From  Southern  Edition) 

UPPED  BY  MALCO— J.  S.  Tunstill, 
above,  named  field  division  manager  for 
the  80  Malco  theatres  in  Arkansas,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  also 
will  serve  as  executive  assistant  to  the 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  company. 
Tunstill  has  been  manager  of  the  four 
Malco  houses  in  Owensboro,  Ky.  He  re- 
cently celebrated  30  years  as  a theatre 
manager. 


SPRINGFIELD 

The  state  department  of  public  safety  has 
1 approved  the  following  films  with  dele- 
tions: “Mr.  Chedworth  Steps  Out”  and 
“Thunder  Rock.” 

C.  M.  Hurley,  who  manages  the  Phillips 
here,  and  A1  Desautels  of  the  Majestic,  Hol- 
yoke, were  recent  Boston  visitors  . . . James 
A.  Davidson,  president  of  the  William  Mor- 
ris Agency  concert  bureau  in  New  York  who 
is  now  working  wth  the  M-G-M  booking  de- 
partment on  “Music  for  Millions,”  setting 
concert  appearances  for  Jose  Iturbi  in  cities 
day  and  date  with  the  opening  of  the  film, 
announced  that  the  first  booking  will  be 
February  9 in  Springfield.  The  pianist- 
conductor  will  be  set  at  the  Auditorium  and 
Manager  George  Freeman,  Loew’s  Poli,  lands 
the  film. 

Nick  Fierro,  assistant  manager,  Art,  will 
leave  for  the  army  next  week  and  Charlie 
Patch  is  on  the  lookout  for  a new  assistant 
. . . Seats  at  the  Art  are  being  re-covered 
and  Patch  has  installed  lights  in  his  new 
second  floor  office  which,  up  to  now,  he  was 
able  to  use  only  during  daylight  hours! 

Phil  Williams,  March  of  Time  advertising- 
publicity  director,  left  Springfield  for  the 
home  office  in  New  York  . . . Paul  Kessler, 
former  manager  of  the  Suffolk,  Holyoke,  is 
stationed  at  the  Richmond,  Va.,  air  base,  and 
has  been  upped  to  staff  sergeant. 

Capt.  Julian  Rifkin,  Rifkin  circuit  here, 
who  recently  left  the  Lovell  General  Hospital, 
has  left  Virginia  on  a new  army  assignment 
. . . Jerry  Finnegan  of  the  Court  Square 
reports  the  Playgoers  will  sponsor  presen- 
tations of  “The  Merry  Widow”  January  23- 
24. 

Manager  Charlie  Patch,  Art,  has  purchased 
a baby  grand  piano  for  his  home.  Patch 
also  plays  the  church  organ  and  paints  . . . 
The  Square  at  Medford  has  switched  to  a 
first  run  policy  under  the  Middlesex  Amuse- 
ment Co.  . . . New  quarters  for  the  usher- 
ette staff  at  the  Art  have  been  completed. 


Audience  Has  View 
Of  Small  Pit  Fire 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

DETROIT — A recent  evening  fire  at  the 
Hollywood  Theatre,  second  largest  Detroit 
house,  did  very  little  damage  and  was  con- 
fined to  electrical  installations  in  a tunnel 
under  the  stage. 

The  house  had  a near  capacity  crowd  of 
3,500  at  the  time  of  the  fire  which  was 
discovered  and  handled  by  Stage  Manager 
Clarence  Apgar.'  As  the  only  entrance  to 
the  tunnel  was  from  the  orchestra  pit,  in 
full  view  of  the  audience,  it  was  necessary 
to  bring  firemen  down  through  the  house 
to  fight  it. 

Apgar  ordered  up  the  house  lights,  and 
advised  the  audience  that  the  blaze  was  very 
small  and  not  dangerous  to  the  audience. 
The  crowd  accordingly  remained  seated  and 
the  show  was  resumed. 

The  management  of  the  house,  operated  by 
Lou  Cohen,  was  complimented  by  fire  de- 
partment officials  for  the  efficient  han- 
dling of  the  crowd. 


NEW  BRITAIN 


peter  Perakos  has  opened  a dish  deal  at 
his  Palace  Theatre  on  Monday  matinee 
and  evening  shows  and  features  Astor  dinner- 
ware  . . . The  Empire  Theatre,  New  London, 
closed  by  State  Commissioner  Hickey  since 
last  September  following  his  inspection  tour 
of  theatres  throughout  this  area,  has  com- 
plied with  safety  regulations  and  will  reopen 
soon.  Jim  MacNamara  is  manager. 

Now  that  the  front  of  Jack  O’Sullivan's 
Garde,  New  London,  has  been  redecorated, 
work  is  going  full  speed  ahead  with  new 
lobby  frames  being  installed  and  a new  floor- 
ing of  tile  and  rubber  mats  is  nearing  the 
finishing  stage. 

Manager  Dennis  Rich,  Cameo,  Bristol,  who 
recently  lost  his  son  “Brud”  in  action  in 
Italy,  was  informed  this  week  of  the  death 
of  his  son-in-law  in  Italy  . . . Manager  Joe 
DiLorenzo,  Plainfield,  reports  he  is  having 
new  gold  drapes  and  curtains  installed  in 
the  boxoffice  . . . The  Palace,  Torrington,  has 
switched  to  one  change  a week,  supplanting  a 
three-change-a-week  setup. 

Barton  MacLane,  New  Britainite  now  work- 
ing in  “Spanish  Main”  for  RKO  at  Holly- 
wood, reports  that  he  and  his  wife,  Charlotte 
Winters,  have  signed  to  costar  in  “Flamingo 
Road”  by  Robert  Wilder  on  Broadway  in 
the  spring.  This  will  be  his  first  return  to 
the  Broadway  stage  in  ten  years  ...  Ed 
Fitzpatrick,  Loews’  Poli  manager,  Waterbury, 
is  passing  the  word  around  that  his  former 
aide,  Lynda  Grey,  has  a role  in  Paramount’s 
“National  Barn  Dance.” 

The  son  of  Selig  Fishman  of  Fishman 
Theatres  in  Connecticut,  Sgt.  Stanley  Fish- 
man, has  been  awarded  a Silver  Medal  in 
France  . . . The  Bristol  Theatre  recently 
feted  the  junior  police  force  of  the  city  for 
their  cooperation  with  the  theatre  in  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  drive  . . . Flight  Officer  Neil 
Fitzpatrick,  son  of  Manager  Edward  Fitz- 
patrick, Waterbury,  has  two  years  of  army 
service  to  his  credit  and  is  in  line  for  an 
instructor’s  post  at  a B29  base  here  in  the 
States.  He  recently  flew  from  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala.,  to  meet  his  dad  in  New  Jersey. 


Martha  Holliday  Gets  Femme  Lead 

Martha  Holliday,  newcomer,  has  been 
awarded  the  romantic  feminine  lead  in  RKO’s 
"George  White’s  Scandals.” 
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Canada  Gains  in  Film  World 


(From  Canadian  Edition) 

MONTREAL — Never  has  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  offered  Canadian  writers  the 
opportunities  which  now  exist  for  themes 
dealing  with  the  Dominion  provided  they 
have  boxoffice  appeal,  John  Grierson,  com- 
missioner of  the  National  Film  Board,  said 
in  an  interview  here.  He  was  just  back  from 
a fortnight’s  visit  to  Hollywood  and  he  said 
Canada  had  assumed  a new  status  in  the 
eyes  of  Americans,  and  for  this  several  fac- 
tors are  responsible. 

These  are  the  wide  publicizing  of  the  Do- 
minion’s war  activities,  an  accumulation  of 
the  Canadian  colony  in  Los  Angeles  and  an 
increase  in  its  representation  in  the  produc- 
ing, directional,  writing  and  acting  branches 
of  Hollywood’s  film  industry,  a realization  by 
U.S.  producers  of  the  importance  of  the  Cana- 
dian market  and  an  “extraordinary  goodwill” 
which  has  been  manifested  toward  Canada. 

Canada  a Large  Producer 

Grierson  said  Canada  now  is  one  of  the 
largest  producers  of  film  shorts  nationally  and 
internationally.  In  the  past  she  has  depend- 
ed upon  the  initiative  of  London  and  Holly- 
wood so  far  as  feature  films  are  concerned. 
Hollywood  always  has  been  interested  in 
themes  dealing  with  the  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  and  since  the  war  has  had  films  on 
the  Canadian  air  force  and  navy.  “Captains  of 
the  Clouds”  and  “Corvette  K-225”  already 
have  been  produced. 

Because  of  the  similar  tastes  of  the  two 
countries,  Canada  is  regarded  as  the  “safest” 
market  for  American  films.  “Hollywood  is 
conscious  of  the  new  manner  of  trading,” 
said  Grierson.  “You  have  not  only  got  to  go 
into  a country  but  you  must  be  a good  citizen 
of  it  as  well.” 


The  Film  Board  has  been  able  to  widen  the 
popularity  its  short  subjects  enjoy  on  the 
British  screen,  and  any  flow  of  ideas  to  the 
London  studios  will  be  sympathetically  con- 
sidered. “The  economies  of  the  situation  are 
the  Magna  Carta  for  writers,”  Grierson  said. 
The  Canadian  market  is  worth  $15,000,000  to 
American  producers  and  Ontario  alone  repre- 
sents as  good  a market  as  that  afforded  by 
Brazil,  he  asserted. 


Col.  John  Cooper  Says  15-Million 
Valuation  Is  "More  Like  Eight" 

TORONTO — Col.  John  A.  Cooper  of  To- 
ronto, long  a prominent  figure  in  the  Cana- 
dian film  industry,  immediately  took  excep- 
tion to  the  valuation  by  John  Grierson,  NFB 
commissioner,  of  the  Canadian  film  market 
at  $15,000,000,  saying  that  the  figure  was 
“more  like  $8,000,000,”  and  that  the  NFB 
commissioner  had  overestimated  Canadian 
returns  to  U.S.  producing  companies. 

Canadian  Film  Revenue  to  England 

Colonel  Cooper  volunteered  the  information 
that  approximately  $1,000,000  of  Canadian 
film  revenue  went  to  England  and  countries 
other  than  the  United  States;  that  the  cost 
of  positive  prints  in  a year  could  be  placed 
at  another  $1,000,000,  with  most  of  these 
prints  being  made  in  the  Dominion  from 
master  negatives;  that  the  administration 
and  operating  costs  of  film  exchanges  in 
Canada  accounted  for  another  $4,000,000; 
that  $500,000  was  spent  annually  by  distribu- 
tors under  the  heading  of  advertising;  that 
censorship  fees  in  eight  provinces  represented 
an  expenditure  of  $250,000  each  year  and,  in 
addition,  there  was  the  five  per  cent  federal 
remittance  tax  on  all  payments  to  home  of- 


fices in  the  States  as  well  as  corporation  in- 
come taxation. 

The  revenue  paid  to  U.S.  producing  com- 
panies from  Canada  was  more  like  $8,000,000 
than  the  $15,000,000  quoted  by  Commissioner 
Grierson,  he  said,  inferring  that  a wrong  im- 
pression would  result  from  Grierson’s  esti- 
mate of  Canada’s  contribution  to  U.S.  com- 
panies. Colonel  Cooper  pointed  out  that  he 
was  not  seeking  publicity  in  the  matter,  as 
usual,  but  he  could  be  quoted  as  the  authority 
for  the  breakdown  of  Canadian  film  industry 
costs  and  the  estimate  of  the  annual  revenue 
to  American  companies. 

Omahans  Eager  to  Get 
Old  Film  Containers 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

OMAHA — Requests  for  more  than  a thou- 
sand old  film  containers  poured  into  the 
Monogram  office  here  as  a result  of  the 
offer  by  Branch  Manager  Mike  Comer  to 
give  them  to  Omahans  wishing  to  ship  or 
store  holiday  edibles. 

“We  have  found,”  he  said,  “that  these  cans 
were  destined  to  England,  Italy,  Africa, 
France,  South  Pacific,  Hawaii  and  camps  in 
the  United  States. 

“The  principal  of  Washington  School  is 
interested  to  the  extent  of  working  out  a 
Red  Cross  project.  The  kindergarten  of 
Saunders  School  intends  using  the  cans  for 
a project  this  month. 

“Many  of  them,”  he  continued,  “were  used 
to  ship  sweets  to  service  centers.  News  about 
the  cans  swept  everywhere  and  the  collector 
of  internal  revenue  took  nearly  one  hundred 
of  them.  There  were  others  too  numerous 
to  mention. 

“On  behalf  of  all  of  those  we  were  for- 
tunate to  serve,  we  thank  you  and  extend 
the  season’s  greeting.  Already  the  whole 
thing  has  been  liberally  spread  in  the  trade 
press.” 


fetoUliesi,  can  uo-u  i^xoAe  tonne  time? 

Others  like  to  know  what  you  are  doing  — what 
changes  you  are  making  at  your  theatre,  etc.  Send 
in  the  news  and  we'll  relay  it  to  the  industry. 


Buying?  Installing?  Remodeling?  Redecorating?  Rebuilding?  Transferring? 
Exploiting?  Hiring?  Promoting? 

GIVE  US  THE  FACTS.  WE  WILL  DO  THE  REST. 


Name  Position 

Theatre  

Location 

Mail  to  BOXOFFICE 

825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 
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Charlotte  Variety 
Leads  Dimes  Drive 

CHARLOTTE— The  Variety  Club  will  head 
the  Mecklenburg  County  drive  to  raise  a 
quota  of  $25,750  in  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign, January  20-31,  it  was  announced  last 
week  by  W.  Prank  Phillips,  chairman  of  the 
county  infantile  paralysis  foundation  chap- 
ter. 

At  a meeting  last  Saturday,  Benn  H.  Rosen- 
wald,  chief  barker  of  Variety,  appointed  Scott 
Lett  and  Lester  C.  Sipe  to  act  as  co-chair- 
men for  the  campaign. 

The  following  Variety  committees  have 
been  named  to  assist  in  the  campaign: 

Special  gifts — Tom  Little,  chairman;  H.  H. 
Everett,  H.  F.  Kincey  and  Roy  Smart. 

Industrial  solicitation — Bob  Allen,  chair- 
man; Bob  Jeffries,  Hank  Hearn,  Bill  White 
and  J.  V.  Frew. 

Theatre  collections — Jack  Austin,  chair- 
man; Walter  Griffith  and  A.  B.  C'raver. 

School  collections — J.  H.  Dillon,  chairman; 
George  Roscoe,  Sam  Hinson,  Harry  Jones 
and  Ernest  Stelling. 

Downtown  collections — Walter  Griffith, 
chairman;  Bob  Saunders,  Hy  Holston,  Roy 
Bradley  and  Max  Bryant. 

Radio — Royal  Penny,  chairman;  John 
Ward  and  Haskell  Porcher. 

Publicity — Jack  Austin,  chairman;  A1 
Burks  and  Leonard  Allen. 

Last  year  Mecklenburg  county  raised  $8,- 
400  in  its  drive,  less  than  one-third  of  this 
year’s  quota. 

Since  the  March  of  Dimes  campaigns  be- 
gan, the  counties  of  North  Carolina  have 
contributed  $178,000  to  the  national  founda- 
tion and  have  kept  a like  amount  at  home 
for  local  use.  In  the  last  year  the  national 
foundation  has  spent  more  than  $500,000  in 
North  Carolina  and  is  continuing  to  spend 
large  sums  in  the  treatment  of  victims  of 
last  year’s  epidemic. 

B.  H.  Eastman  to  Open 
Theatre  in  Woodbine 

WOODBINE,  GA. — B.  H.  Eastman,  for  the 
past  two  years  projectionist  at  Well’s  The- 
atre, Kingsland,  and  a showman  most  of 
his  life,  will  open  his  own  350-seat  theatre 
here  in  February.  All  equipment  is  new  and 
the  new  showcase  will  be  called  the  Ray- 
donna  Theatre. 

Evans  Printing  & Poster 
Moves  to  New  Address 

DALLAS — Duke  and  Rufford  Evans  have 
moved  their  Evans  Printing  & Poster  Co. 
to  their  new  home  at  2308  Live  Oak  St.  They 
have  specialized  in  the  theatre  phase  of 
the  printing  business  many  years.  Both  are 
active  members  and  workers  in  the  Variety 
Club. 

Bedell  Is  Named  Manager 
Of  Little  Five  Points 

ATLANTA — William  Bedell  has  assumed 
management  of  the  Little  Five  Points  The- 
atre here.  Bedell,  who  is  one  of  Atlanta’s 
best  known  showmen,  has  managed  many 
of  Atlanta’s  major  theatres.  His  most  re- 
cent connection  here  was  with  the  Atlanta 
Paramount. 


New  Theatre  Is  Planned 

CHATTANOOGA — The  Cumberland  Amuse- 
ment Co.  recently  announced  plans  to  build 
an  ultra  modernistic  theatre  in  Red  Bank, 
a suburb  of  Chattanooga. 


MPT O of  Carolinas  33rd 
Annual  Session  Monday 


Friend  in  Need  Friend 
Indeed  in  This  Case 

Sulphur,  Okla.— Fire  destroyed  the  Ritz 
Theatre  here  on  the  last  week  of  the  old 
year,  but  Mrs.  Adams,  owner,  managed  to 
save  the  film  program  scheduled  for  her 
New  Year’s  Eve  preview,  a yearly  event 
at  the  Ritz. 

Her  competitor  is  Waite  Kerr,  and  im- 
mediately he  offered  his  theatre  for  the 
showing. 

So  everybody  was  happy,  including 
many  soldiers  from  nearby  camps,  who 
form  much  of  the  patronage  extended 
to  Sulphur’s  two  friendly  theatres. 

The  Ritz  was  practically  destroyed  with 
the  exception  of  the  booth  and  front 
wall,  with  a loss  of  $35,000.  Covered  by 
insurance,  the  house  will  be  rebuilt  im- 
mediately. 


New  Downtown  Theatre  Is 
Opened  in  Mobile 

MOBILE,  ALA.— Formal  opening  of  the 
new  Downtown  Theatre  was  held  Friday. 

The  film  chosen  for  the  premiere  was 
“Mrs.  Parkington.” 

Richardo  Monteil,  general  manager  of  the 
Downtown,  Brookley  and  Crichton  theatres, 
said  the  new  motion  picture  house  was  opened 
by  its  owners,  Giddens  & Rester,  in  an  ef- 
fort to  bring  the  best  available  entertainment 
to  Mobile.  M-G-M  and  Universal  films  will 
be  shown. 


CHARLOTTE — A matter  of  major  interest 
to  come  before  the  33rd  annual  meeting  of 
the  Theatre  Owners  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  here  next  week  will  be  the  report 
of  the  legislative  committee,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  deal  in  part  with  the  proposal  to 
impose  a three  per  cent  gross  sales  tax  in 
North  Carolina. 

The  convention  this  year  will  be  a one- 
day  affair,  opening  Monday  (22)  at  the  Hotel 
Charlotte  at  10:30  a.  m.  with  President 
George  Parr  presiding.  Officers  and  direc- 
tors will  hold  a preliminary  meeting  Sunday 
evening  at  the  hotel. 

The  Monday  morning  session  is  open  to 
all  in  the  industry.  War  activity  reports 
will  be  given,  television  discussed  and  Ed 
Kuykendall,  president  of  MPTOA,  will  speak 
on  “Concerning  Exhibitors  and  Their  Prob- 
lems.” 

The  afternoon  session,  for  exhibitors  only, 
will  consider  legislation,  organizational  co- 
operation, product,  accessories,  the  consent 
decree  and  good  housekeeping. 

The  annua:  election  of  officers  will  con- 
clude the  convention. 


Robb  & Rowley  Bond  Sales 
Total  Nearly  $5,000,000 

DALLAS — Theatres  of  the  Robb  & Rowley- 
United  circuit  sold  nearly  five  million  dol- 
lars worth  of  war  bonds  during  the  Sixth 
War  Loan.  Total  sales  by  the  circuit  for  all 
war  loan  drives  amounts  to  nearly  26  mil- 
lion dollars.  War  bond  premieres  are  con- 
sidered by  the  circuit  as  the  most  reliable 
means  for  making  sales. 


CREW  FOR  1945 — Shown  above  are  the  officers  and  canvasmen  comprising 
the  crew  for  1945  from  Tent  21  of  the  Variety  Club  of  Atlanta. 

Seated,  1.  to  r.,  are  Dave  Prince,  property  master;  Jack  Dumestre  jr.,  chief 
barker  and  national  canvasman;  Paul  S.  Wilson,  first  assistant  chief  barker. 

In  the  same  order,  standing,  are:  William  K.  Jenkins,  canvasman  and  na- 
tional property  master;  Charles  D.  Durmeyer,  Willis  J.  Davis  and  Hubert  Lyons, 
canvasmen. 

Elected,  but  not  shown,  are  Fred  C.  Coleman,  second  assistant  chief  barker; 
E.  B.  Wilby,  dough  guy;  Sid  Reams,  Harry  Ballance,  Charles  E.  Kessnich  and 
Fred  Dodson,  canvasmen. 
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enkins  & Bourgeois 

ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 

HARWOOD  & JACKSON  STS. 

DALLAS  1 “Riverside  1884”  TEXAS 


Variety  Adopts  Isley 
Plan  to  Aid  Charity 

DALLAS — The  Phil  Isley  plan  of  raising 
funds  for  the  Variety  Club’s  Boys’  Ranch  at 
Copperas  Cove  was  adopted  Monday  night 
at  a business  meeting  in  club  quarters  at 
the  Adolphus  Hotel.  Chief  Barker  James 
O.  Cherry  presided. 

Under  Isley’s  plan  Texas  exhibitors  would 
run  one  trailer  each  week  on  their  screens. 
The  club  would  sell  this  screen  time  to  an 
important  advertiser;  the  club  would  collect 
and  Boys  Ranch  would  benefit. 

All  film  managers  and  salesmen  were  pres- 
ent to  get  the  details  and  in  turn  their  aid 
was  asked  by  the  club.  Salesmen  pledged 
themselves  to  sell  exhibitors  on  the  idea  of 
running  the  trailers. 

Interstate  circuit,  Jefferson  Amusement 
Co.,  Robb  & Rowley-United  Theatres,  Isley 
circuit  and  others  agreed  on  the  spot  to  run 
the  extra  trailer.  Independent  exhibitors 
present:  Rufus  Layton,  Childress;  O.  L. 
Smith,  Alto;  Mitchell  Lewis  and  Jack  Groves, 
Houston,  and  Roy  Pringle  of  Fabels  all 
pledged  their  houses  to  use  the  trailer. 

Gene  Autry  was  present  and  sang  several 
songs.  Jimmy  Wakely  and  the  Callahan 
Bros.,  also  furnished  their  particular  types 
of  music  and  song. 

Three  More  Serious  Fires; 
None  Start  in  the  Booths 

CHARLOTTE — Three  more  North  Carolina 
theatres  were  seriously  damaged  by  fires  this 
week,  but  none  started  in  booths.  W.  D. 
Joyner’s  Gay  in  Gibsonville  and  Worth 
Stewart  and  H.  H.  Everett’s  Beaufort  in 
Beaufort  were  destroyed  with  only  the  walls 
left  standing. 

Flames  also  consumed  J.  W.  Griffin’s  Pas- 
time in  Forest  City  leaving  half  the  walls. 


OKLA.  CITY 


Qgt.  Paul  E.  Rice,  former  Paramount  booker 
now  in  Guam,  writes  that  he  is  okay  and 
would  like  to  hear  from  more  of  his  old 
friends  here  . . . Moman  P.  Johnson  has  ad- 
vanced from  the  Paramount  shipping  depart- 
ment to  assistant  booker  . . . Bruce  Williams 
is  making  good  as  one  of  Paramount’s  newer 
salesmen.  He  was  in  the  booking  department. 

Jimmy  Adams,  manager  of  the  Wade  The- 
atre in  Dallas,  was  in  and  calling  on  many  of 
his  old  friends  he  made  in  his  16  or  17  years 
in  the  theatres  here  . . . One  of  the  balmiest 
days  ever  witnessed  here  at  this  time  of  year 
found  a foursome  of  Don  Tullius,  Buck  Weav- 
er, Bush  Ince  and  Leon  Felder  out  playing 
golf  and  trying  to  get  in  some  early  practice 
for  the  spring. 

Griffith’s  new  reminder-calendars  that  were 
sent  to  the  circuit  managers  is  one  of  the 
best  reminders  of  things  to  do  that  we  have 
ever  seen.  Embracing  everything  from  main- 
tenance to  exploitation,  the  calendar  is  al- 
most a daily  word  guide. 

Visitors  on  the  Row:  Miss  Oda  Terry  of 
Konowa,  J.  S.  Worley  of  Shamrock,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Holt  of  Colgate,  Spencer  Kyle  of  Poteau,  Wal- 
ter Logan  of  Barnsdall,  H.  B.  Lord  of  Tuttle, 
Lieut.  Paul  Beckhelm  of  Norman,  Paul  Covey 
of  Laverne,  C.  J.  Travis  of  Eakly,  Lieut.  E.  J. 
Corcoran  of  Purcell,  John  Terry  of  Perry,  Mrs. 
Dudley  Tucker  of  Guthrie,  Bill  Allison  of 
Norman,  C.  D.  Bullard  of  Stonewall,  Walter 
Carleton  of  Hartshorne,  J.  V.  Johnston  of 
Hartshorne,  H.  T.  Burns  of  Cyril,  Wm.  Cope- 
land of  Geary,  W.  H.  Marlin  of  Oilton. 


MEMPHIS 


\XT  S.  Samuels,  manager  of  the  Strand 

“ Theatre,  is  back  on  the  job  after  being 
rejected  for  army  induction  ...  At  the  War- 
ner Theatre,  Manager  Joe  Simon  reports 
plenty  of  house  records  broken  during  the 
first  week  of  “Hollywood  Canteen.”  A new 
face  at  Warners  is  that  of  Miss  Mary  Cathe- 
rine Alverson,  cashier  . . . Eugene  Sichel- 
man,  Columbia  auditor  from  New  York  visit- 
ed the  local  exchange  this  week. 

Paramount  was  host  to  three.  J.  J.  Dono- 
hue, division  manager,  New  York;  Claud  Lee, 
New  York,  public  relations  director,  and 
Duke  Clark,  district  manager,  Dallas. 

M-G-M  reported  Todd  Ferguson,  its  ex- 
ploiteer,  had  accompanied  Exploitation  Man 
Mark  Jenkins,  representing  Show  Builder,  to 
the  home  office  in  New  York  for  a week’s 
stay  . . . Republic  Manager  Lee  Andrews  was 
in  Chicago  all  last  week  attending  a sales 
convention  ...  At  20th-Fox,  Tom  Young, 
manager,  was  receiving  calls  pledging  co- 
operation from  members  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  his  new  job  as  WAC  chair- 
man. Congratulations  were  pouring  in,  too. 

The  1945  Maid  of  Cotton  will  be  selected  in 
Memphis  next  month  to  make  a nationwide 
tour  as  King  Cotton’s  representative  to  ap- 
pear at  theatres  and  military  establishments. 

From  advance  mail  orders,  it  looks  like  a 
sellout  for  “Good  Night,  Ladies,”  a fast  com- 
edy which  was  scheduled  for  Ellis  Auditorium 
January  18,  19  and  20. 

So  successful  was  the  recent  Roy  Acuff 
hillbilly  show  for  the  Variety  Club’s  mothers 
milk  bank  charity  that  plans  are  being  dis- 
cussed to  make  it  an  annual  affair.  It  seems 
Roy  and  the  Variety  Club  are  both  very 
happy  about  it  . . . Three  war  films  were 
shown  at  the  American  Legion  meeting  this 
week — “Russia’s  Offensive,”  “Freedom  Comes 
High,”  and  “In  Search  of  America.” 


Tennessee  Legislature 
Gets  New  Tax  Bill 

NASHVILLE— The  first  bill  affecting  mo- 
tion pictures  to  be  introduced  in  the  Ten- 
nessee legislature  was  one  seeking  to  restore 
to  Hamilton  County  (Chattanooga)  the  right 
to  collect  privilege  taxes  from  theatre  own- 
ers. Sponsored  by  County  Judge  Wiley  O. 
Couch,  such  a measure,  if  passed,  would  cost 
the  theatres  at  least  $12,000  annually. 


MEXICO  CITY 

The  film  business  in  Mexico  Is  on  the  up- 
grade  and  all  major  companies  are  con- 
sidering making  their  pictures  in  straight 
Spanish  dialog  with  no  more  superimposed 
titles  for  Latin  America  . . . Walter  Lantz 
has  been  here  conferring  with  Bruno  Pag- 
lial,  local  Mexican  business  man  . . . The  Uni- 
versal Cartunes  producer  arrived  recently 
from  Hollywood  via  clipper  to  explore  the 
possibilities  of  shooting  the  cartoons  at  one 
of  the  studios. 

Having  just  finished  a Mexican  produc- 
tion here.  Republic  has  a director  looking 
things  over  for  further  production  plans. 

J.  J.  Jimenez  of  Apartado  Postal  No.  9966 
is  now  set  as  the  newly  appointed  corre- 
spondent for  BOXOFFICE  in  Mexico  City 
and  environs.  Any  theatre  or  studio  hav- 
ing news  of  interest  to  the  trade  in  the 
federal  district  and  the  United  States  may 
send  their  information  to  the  above  post- 
office  box  number.  Muchas  gracias. 
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Dallas  "Tokyo"  150 
As  Trade  Mounts 

DALLAS— The  second  week  of  the  New 
Year  brought  Elm  St.  first  run  houses  long 
lines  of  patrons  as  good  or  better  than  the 
first.  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  had  the 
longest  queue.  The  westerns  at  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  which  have  done  a 25  per  cent 
above  normal  business  regularly  for  months, 
upped  that  take  to  150  because  of  the  well 
received  four-day  appearance  on  the  stage  of 
Jimmy  Wakely  and  Lee  “Lasses”  White,  new 
Monogram  stars.  The  weather  was  clear 
and  cold. 

(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Swing  Hostess  (PRC);  Streets  of  New 
York  (MOP),  reissue,  split  with  Song  of  the 
Range  (Mono);  Manhattan  Shakedown  (SYN), 
reissue,  plus  Jimmy  Wakely  and  Lee  White 


on  stage  140 

Majestic — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) ....150 
Melba — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB),  2nd  wk...l25 

Palace — An  American  Romance  (M-G-M) 135 

Rialto — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  split  with 

Strange  Affair  (Col)  135 

Tower — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk 130 


Glenn  McClain  Opens 
Offices  in  Dallas 

DALLAS — Glenn  McClain,  operating  head 
of  Dallas  Associated  Theatres,  has  opened 
offices  in  the  Airway  Theatre  Bldg,  at  8012 
Denton  Drive.  Four  houses  which  were  taken 
over  by  the  circuit  from  P.  G.  Cameron, 
are  the  Airway,  Peak,  Grove  and  the  Urban, 
the  latter  now  being  rebuilt  after  a fire. 
McClain  said  the  four  houses  are  his  own 
operation. 

The  J.  G.  Long  circuit,  with  headquarters 
in  Bay  City  and  with  whom  McClain  has 
been  associated  as  public  relations  man,  will 
do  the  buying  and  booking  for  McClain’s 
houses.  Theo.  Routt,  booker  for  Long,  has 
moved  from  Bay  City  to  Dallas  and  has  taken 
an  office  in  the  Airway  Bldg,  for  better 
access  to  the  exchanges. 

Ex-Booker  Is  Home  After 
A Long  Jungle  Service 

CHARLOTTE — Lieut.  Max  Holder,  former 
Metro  booker  here,  is  back  after  18  months 
and  390  air  missions  in  the  Pacific.  Holder’s 
job  was  to  pilot  a C47  transport  plane  at 
tree-top  level  and  drop  supplies  and  equip- 
ment to  American  troops  fighting  the  Japs 
in  isolated  jungle  areas.  He  has  a DFC,  an 
Air  Medal  and  several  ribbons.  He  will  be 
here  about  three  weeks  and  then  go  to 
Miami  for  reassignment. 


CofC  Re-Elects  Sudekum 

NASHVILLE  — Tony  Sudekum,  president 
of  Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  has  been  re- 
elected a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Nashville  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


LITTLE  ROCK 


Duddy  Vaughan,  projectionist  at  the  Rex 
Theatre,  has  been  granted  a temporary 
leave.  A veteran  of  the  global  war  in  the 
China-Burma  area,  Buddy  received  a medi- 
cal discharge  in  October  last  year  and  was 
“too  anxious  to  get  back  in  the  harness,” 
consequently,  the  doctors  have  prescribed 
a rest. 

S.  A.  “Jack”  Arnold,  Columbia  salesman 
who  has  been  ill  several  weeks,  is  improving 
slowly  at  his  home  . . . Jack  Galloway,  War- 
ner salesman  of  Memphis,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Atlanta  exchange.  Florida  will 
be  his  new  territory.  Jack  is  moving  his 
family  to  Atlanta  soon. 


GI  Carries  Theatre  Pass 
Through  Hell  of  War 

Atlanta — Jack  Stille,  manager  of  the 
Royal  Theatre  at  Hogansville,  Ga.,  tells 
a story  of  a GI  who  carried  a theatre 
pass  through  hell,  war  and  high  water 
and  then  came  back  home  to  use  it. 

“In  1942,”  says  Stille,  “My  close  friend, 
Bobby  Wood  of  Hogansville,  came  in  to 
see  me.  He  was  home  on  furlough  from 
Ft.  McPhearson.  I gave  him  a pass  to 
the  theatre  to  use  while  here,  but  he 
had  to  return  to  Ft.  McPhearson  be- 
fore he  could  do  so.  However,  he  noti- 
fied me  that  he  would  use  the  pass  later. 

“Bobby  was  sent  overseas  before  re- 
turning home  again.  He  was  in  the  32nd 
division  of  the  army  and  fought  in  two 
major  campaigns  in  New  Guinea.”  Stille 
said  Wood  wrote  him  that  he  went 
through  “plenty  of  hell  and  tough  ac- 
tion,” but  swore  he  would  use  the  pass 
some  day  because  he  appreciated  it  so 
much. 

“Lying  in  mud  and  water  for  54  days 
and  nights  didn’t  stop  him,”  Stille  said. 
“He  wrapped  his  pocketbook  with  the 
pass  inside  in  cellophane  thus  preserving 
it. 

“On  December  26,  he  came  into  my  of- 
fice presented  me  the  mud-stained  pass 
and  said  ‘Well,  pal,  I’m  here.  This  pass 
is  a little  out  of  date,  but  it  has  your 
signature  on  it.’  ” 

The  G.I.,  of  course,  got  to  use  the  pass. 

Theatre  Closes  as  GIs 
Head  for  War  Zone 

PALACIOS,  TEX.— One  of  the  three  J.  G. 
Long  theatres  here,  the  Hollywood,  has  closed 
because  so  many  soldiers  have  been  moved 
out  of  nearby  army  camps.  The  Capitol  and 
Granada,  both  large  houses  seating  nearly 
1,000  each,  are  still  open  for  business. 


New  Theatre  for  Normangee 

NORMANGEE,  TEX.— Robert  K.  Yancey 
is  building  a new  motion  picture  theatre  here. 
He  formerly  operated  a theatre  at  Rison, 
Ark. 


The  TT0  Board  Elects 
Four  New  Members 

DALLAS — Four  new  directors  were  elected 
Monday  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  Texas  Theatre  Owners.  They 
were  R.  N.  Smith,  Mission;  G.  Preston  Tate, 
Comanche;  Lester  Dollison,  Sherman,  and 
Leon  B.  Lewis,  Fort  Worth. 

Mart  Cole  of  Rosenberg  was  elected  vice- 
president  to  succeed  C.  W.  Sadler  of  Min- 
eral Wells  who  is  no  longer  active  in  the 
show  business.  Other  directors  present  were 
F.  L.  Wolfe,  Clarksville;  two  Jefferson  Amuse- 
ment Co.  officials,  Clifford  Porter  of  Beau- 
mont and  S.  L.  Oakley  of  Dallas;  C.  H.  Cox, 
Gilmer;  R.  J.  O'Donnell,  Interstate  circuit, 
Dallas;  George  Chatmas,  Hearne;  O.  L.  Smith 
Alto;  M.  M.  Lewis,  Houston;  Tom  White. 
Burnett;  J.  C.  Chatmas,  Marlin;  Roy  Prin- 
gle, Fabens;  W.  J.  Wooten,  Canyon;  Her- 
schel  Crawford,  Slayton,  and  Don  C.  Doug- 
las, secretary,  Dallas. 

Henry  Reeve  of  Menard,  president,  pre- 
sided at  the  meeting,  explaining  that  this 
body  of  showmen  had  pledged  itself  to  wai 
activities  with  special  emphasis  at  present 
on  March  of  Dimes  collections.  Evidence  sub- 
mitted at  the  meeting  was  that  more  Texas 
theatres  will  make  collections  this  week  thar* 
ever  before. 

O'Donnell,  who  has  been  devoting  almost  all 
of  his  time  during  the  past  three  years  ti 
war  work,  made  a special  appeal  for  mor- 
collections. 

Bandits'  Loot  Is  $4,000 
In  Mobile  Holdup 

MOBILE — Two  armed  unmasked  bandit 
obtained  $4,000  in  a holdup  of  the  Lyrit 
Theatre  here  in  which  four  employes  weri 
threatened  with  death  if  the  loot  was  toe 
small  and  were  left  tied  inside  the  theatre. 
Mrs.  Gracie  Adelman,  manager  of  the  thea- 
tre and  two  negro  employes  were  tied  in  her 
office.  J.  LaRue  Early,  an  orchestra  leader 
who  entered  the  building  as  the  bandits  were 
fleeing  was  left  bound  near  the  office  door. 
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porrest  Dunlap  returned  from  Memphis 
^ where  he  attended  the  Tri-State  Theatre 
Owners’  convention,  and  from  Fort  Smith, 
where  he  spent  a few  days  at  his  Fort 
Theatre.  This  house  is  one  of  the  few  in 
the  country  with  two  popcorn  machines  go- 
ing full  force  in  the  lobby.  Joe  Brown  is 
manager  and  holds  an  interest  in  the  Fort 
. . . J.  B.  Baca,  new  owner  of  the  Strand 
at  Rogers,  Tex.,  was  on  the  Row  for  his  first 
booking  and  buying  trip  to  the  exchanges 
and  equipment  dealers.  His  projectionist, 
V.  A.  Galbreath,  was  with  him. 

Claude  Ezell  is  using  a cane  as  he  gets 
about  on  the  Row  following  an  operation 
at  a local  hospital  on  one  of  his  toes.  He 
plans  to  return  to  Washington  soon  where 
he  had  been  serving  as  an  advisor  in  the 
office  of  civilian  requirements  on  priorities 
to  build  theatres. 

W.  G.  Underwood  and  Lowell  Russell  drove 
to  Amarillo  on  business.  Russell  was  a book- 
keeper and  cashier  many  years  in  independent 
film  exchanges,  moving  in  the  film  business 
about  the  time  Jack  K.  Adams  entered.  A 
number  of  years  ago  Russell  joined  Un- 
derwood & Ezell  when  they  had  a film 
exchange  on  Jackson  operating  independent 
franchises  which  later  developed  into  Re- 
public. Russell  stayed  with  these  two  men 
when  they  left  Republic  and  expanded  their 
theatre  and  other  holdings. 

W.  M.  “Luke”  White,  who  has  been  a 
theatre  manager  for  the  J.  G.  Long  circuit 
two  years,  has  been  here  after  taking  the 
baths  in  Mineral  Wells  and  engaging  other 
restful  pursuits.  He  had  been  managing  the 
Hollywood  in  Palacios  but  that  house  was 
closed  recently  because  many  of  the  sol- 
diers were  moved  out  of  training  camps  ad- 
jacent to  the  town.  He  expects  to  be  back 
elsewhere  with  the  circuit  soon. 


George  Chatmas  of  the  Chatmas  Theatre 
at  Hearne  and  his  brother  J.  C.  of  the  Palace 
at  Marlin  were  in  booking  and  attending 
Henry  Reeve’s  board  meeting  of  Texas  The- 
atre Owners  . . . J.  W.  Norman,  projec- 
tionist at  the  Majestic  and  Palace  in  Ste- 
phenville  for  Mrs.  Thomas  Donnell,  was 
here  visiting  during  a brief  layoff.  He  has 
worked  in  several  important  places  over  the 
state  and  says  he  likes  his  present  situation 
fine.  Norman  is  a constant  BOXOFFICE 
reader  and  subscriber  and  dropped  in  to 
get  the  copy  he  missed  by  not  being  at  home. 


Charles  Barker  and  wife  were  here  after 
reopening  their  rebuilt  Frost  Theatre  at 
Frost.  The  house  now  is  back  on  its  regular 
fulltime  schedule  . . . H.  S.  Usry  of  the  Ma- 
jestic at  Decatur,  was  here  to  book  ahead  for 
his  (two  houses,  the  Ritz  being  his  second 
house.  He  was  worried,  among  other  things, 
over  inability  to  keep  these  theatres  clean. 
There  has  been  no  help  available  for  this 
job  except  young  boys  who  have  been  un- 
satisfactory, he  said. 


The  S.  G.  Fry  clan  of  Tyler  held  a re- 
union here,  starting  at  the  Cotton  Bowl  on 
New  Year’s  and  lasting  through  the  follow- 
ing day.  After  the  game  the  Frys  were 
guests  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  E. 


MAKE  foSd.  OF  MONEY  PLAYING 
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HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 


831  South  Wabash  Avenue 


Chicago,  Illinois 


NEW  WAC  CHAIRMAN— Tom  W. 
Young,  branch  manager  of  20th-Fox  in 
Memphis,  has  been  chosen  distributor 
chairman  of  the  motion  picture  industry’s 
War  Activities  Committee  for  the  mid- 
south area  during  1945.  He  is  a popu- 
lar executive  of  Filmrow,  a member  of 
the  Lions  and  Variety  clubs.  He  succeeds 
Jimmie  J.  Rogers,  branch  manager  for 
Columbia  Pictures.  Young  was  also 
named  co-chairman  with  Tom  J.  Con- 
nors for  the  March  of  Dimes  program 
in  the  fight  on  infantile  paralysis  Janu- 
ary 25-31. 


Wilson  for  “one  of  the  finest  buffet  dinners 
you  have  ever  seen,”  “S.  G.”  said.  At  the 
dinner  were:  Fry  and  wife;  S.  G.  Fry  jr„ 
and  wife;  S.  G.  Fry  III  and  Stephen  Farrier 
Fry;  Robert  A.  Fry  and  wife;  Lieut.  Victor 
E.  Fry  and  wife;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Thomp- 
son and  daughters,  Harriet  and  Mary  Ann; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Lloyd;  Mrs.  Emma 
Heigle  and  son,  Howard;  True  Thompson, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Herber. 

J.  W.  Curley  and  son  Steve  of  the  National 
Theatre  at  Bridgeport  were  in  booking. 
Steve,  a former  first  lieutenant  in  the  army, 
saw  service  in  Panama,  and  received  a dis- 
charge of  several  months  ago. 

Allan  Glenn,  Paramount  publicity  repre- 
sentative in  this  territory,  and  Frank  O. 
Starz,  Interstate  circuit  advertising  and  pub- 
licity chief,  went  to  New  York  to  confer 
with  company  executives  on  policies  for  regu- 
lar admission  showings  of  “For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls”  . . . Edgar  Bergen  stopped  for  a 
few  minutes  at  Love  Field  airport  on  his  way 
from  Los  Angeles  to  New  York.  Charlie  Mc- 
Carthy was  in  one  of  his  heavy  bags. 

A1  Moore,  former  Warner  salesman  and 
recently  manager-partner  in  the  South  San 
Theatre  in  San  Antonio,  has  joined  John  L. 
Franconi  as  salesman  for  Film  Classics.  A1 
is  now  in  the  territory.  He  is  a son  of  A.  C. 
Moore  of  the  Alamo  Theatre,  Bartlett. 

Will  Dorbandt  of  the  Dixie  and  Liberty 
in  Athens  was  here  Monday  on  a regular 
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trip.  He  alternates  monthly  trips  with  his 
brother  Ed,  who  was  on  the  Row  last  month. 
Will  has  a lot  more  time  now  to  devote  to 
the  theatres  since  he  resigned  from  the  ra- 
tion board  a few  days  ago.  He  had  been 
on  the  board  since  the  war  started. 

H.  S.  Leon,  owner  of  the  circuit  which 
bears  his  name,  is  back  at  work  following 
an  illness  of  several  weeks  in  Fort  Worth 
and  Dallas  hospitals  and  at  home  suffered 
from  a mild  form  of  neuritis. 

J.  B.  Underwood,  southern  divisional  man- 
ager for  Columbia,  left  for  New  York  to  at- 
tend a meeting  of  sales  executives  . . . Henry 
Reeve,  WAC  co-chairman  for  the  Sixth  War 
Loan,  is  wearing  a gold  replica  affixed  to  a 
pencil  of  the  medal  of  honor  which  was 
given  to  him  by  the  national  chairman,  Harry 
Brandt.  Henry  said  R.  J.  O’Donnell  got 
one,  too. 

Sam  Parrish,  veteran  operator  of  the  Life 
and  Avon  theatres  in  Huntsville,  affiliated 
with  R&R,  has  recovered  after  a heart  at- 
tack several  weeks  ago  ...  A recent  ex- 
hibition of  paintings  by  Texas  artists  in  the 
lounge  of  the  Telenews  Theatre  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  both  artists  and  the  theatre  are 
making  plans  for  regular  exhibitions.  John 
A.  Alterman,  Telenews  manager,  has  met  with 
75  artists  of  Dallas,  Denton,  Fort  Worth,  Waco 
and  Austin  to  further  plans  for  these  show- 
ings. 

The  1945  sales  drive  for  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
president  of  RKO,  got  under  way  last  Thurs- 
day at  the  local  exchange  and  was  followed 
by  a southwestern  sales  meeting  with  the 
forces  of  the  Memphis  and  Oklahoma  City 
branches  joining  with  those  here.  Robert 
J.  Folliard  and  Harry  Gittleson,  captain  and 
lieutenant,  respectively,  of  the  drive  conduct- 
ed the  meeting.  A sales  meeting  was  to  be 
held  on  Friday  with  Nat  Levy,  eastern  di- 
visional manager,  presiding. 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Universal’s  eastern  sales 
manager,  and  District  Manager  Pete  Rosian 
held  their  first  regional  sales  meeting  of 
the  new  year  with  salesmen  of  the  Dallas 
and  Oklahoma  City  offices  participating. 
Sessions  and  a luncheon  were  held  in  the 
White-Plaza  Hotel.  From  Oklahoma  City 
were  Manager  Jimmy  Partlow;  Max  Hal- 
stein,  assistant  manager;  John  Fagan,  Cliff 
White  and  Charles  Hudgins,  salesmen;  E.  S. 
“Dutch”  Olsmith,  manager;  Robert  Helms, 
office  manager,  and  Jake  and  Dave  Lutzer, 
Dan  McCarthy  and  C.  M.  “Hank”  Miller, 
salesmen,  were  there  for  the  local  branch. 

Memphis  Variety  Club 
Milk  Bank  Lauded 

MEMPHIS — Since  1939  the  Memphis  Va- 
riety Club  has  been  in  the  banking  business 
— the  operators  of  the  only  mothers  milk 
bank  in  the  south  and  one  of  the  few  in 
the  entire  country.  Not  only  is  this  bank, 
according  to  Herbert  Kohn,  chairman  of  the 
heart  committee,  supplying  the  local  de- 
mand but  is  furnishing  milk  to  Ohio  Uni- 
versity for  experimental  purposes.  Parents 
who  are  able  pay  20  cents  an  ounce  for  it. 
Those  unable  to  pay  are  supplied  at  less 
cost  or  none  at  all.  Recently  a similar  bank 
was  established  in  Oklahoma  City. 


Fire  Destroys  Theatre 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  TENN.— The  Cherokee 
Theatre,  operated  by  Mrs.  C.  K.  Hutton  in 
a building  owned  by  Carl  G.  Lambkin,  was 
recently  destroyed  by  fire  with  an  estimated 
loss  of  $15,000.  Plans  are  to  rebuild  as  soon 
as  possible. 


Gets  Spot  in  "Ten  Cents  a Dance" 

Muriel  Morris  has  been  inked  for  a spot 
in  Columbia’s  “Ten  Cents  a Dance.” 


102 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  20,  1945 


Highlights  of  MPTO 
Annual  Convention 


Tri-Slate  Exhibitors 
Pledge  War  Efforts 

MEMPHIS— The  MPTO  of  Tennessee,  Mis- 
sippi  and  Arkansas  plans  to  go  all  out  in  its 
war  activities  during  1945,  says  J.  A.  West, 
Memphis,  the  new  president. 

West,  owner  of  the  Hollywood  Theatre 
here,  wants  to  see  the  theatres  in  these  three 
southern  states  go  even  furthr  in  patriotic 


J.  A.  WEST 

undertakings  than  the  MPTO  convention  re- 
cently pledged  them  to  do. 

The  convention  adopted  a resolution  pledg- 
ing full  support  to  all  war  efforts.  First  of 
these  will  be  the  March  of  Dimes  collection, 
January  25-31. 

There  will  be  more  war  loan  drives  and 
war  chest  drives  during  the  year  and  West 
will  urge  his  members  to  their  utmost  in 
an  effort  to  the  greatest  job  in  its  history. 

Council  Picks  "Tomorrow" 
As  Best  Film  of  Month 

CHARLOTTE — “And  Now  Tomorrow”  was 
voted  the  best  picture  of  the  month  by  the 
Charlotte  Motion  Picture  Council  at  its 
luncheon  meeting  here  last  week. 

Jack  Knell,  radio  commentator,  who  spoke 
on  “Newsreel  Cameramen,”  was  introduced 
by  Mrs.  Rush  Wray,  program  chairman. 

Besides  Mrs.  Mary  King  Wallace,  the  presi- 
dent, who  took  charge  those  present  included 
Mrs.  S.  Y.  McAden,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Gray,  Mrs. 

V.  J.  Guthery,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Lawing,  Mrs.  H. 
C.  Henderson,  Mrs.  WT.  W.  Johnson,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Yarbrough,  Mrs.  J.  Mack  Alexander,  Mrs. 
Rush  Wray,  Miss  Lucia  Harding  and  Mrs. 

W.  A.  Zweier  and  guest,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Tor- 
rence. 

Old-Time  Film  Doubling 
Pacifies  Overflow 

COLUMBIA,  TENN.  — When  a record 
crowd  of  1,200  sought  to  see  “Carolina  Blues” 
at  the  local  Princess  Theatre  New  Year’s 
night,  Manager  A.  E.  Shortley  seated  the 
Princess  to  capacity,  900,  and  then  steered 
the  other  300  over  to  the  other  Crescent 
house,  the  Lyric,  where  they  found  seats. 
Canceling  the  previous  Lyric  schedule,  each 
completed  reel  of  “Carolina  Blues”  was  run 
at  the  Princess  and  then  transferred  to  the 
Lyric. 


MEMPHIS — The  entire  first  day  of  the 
MPTO  convention  was  devoted  to  the  Va- 
riety Club’s  big  hillbilly  show  January  7 . . . 
Delegates  registered  at  Variety  Club’s  Hotel 
Gayoso  headquarters  and  took  off  for  the 
afternoon  or  evening  show  at  Ellis  Audi- 
torium where  Roy  Acuff,  Nashville,  and  his 
boys  staged  two  benefit  performances  for  the 
mother’s  milk  bank,  a charity  operated  by 
Memphis  Variety  Club. 

After  the  night  show,  at  a midnight  party, 
the  club  held  a session  at  which  Roy  Acuff 
was  made  a life  member  of  the  Variety  Club 
. . . Acuff  donated  his  time  and  the  entire 
time  of  the  cast  for  the  Memphis  perform- 
ances for  the  club’s  charity. 

Delegates  first  attended  a screening  at  the 
Strand  Theatre  of  “To  Have  and  Have 
Not,”  a Warners  attraction. 

Among  the  first  arrivals  at  the  conven- 
tion were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lew  Haven  jr., 
Forrest  City,  Ark.,  where  Haven  operates  the 
Imperial  Theatre.  He  is  president  of  the  Tri- 
State  Theatre  Owners  . . . Haven  had  many 
grand  stories  to  tell  of  the  duck  hunting 
festivities  at  Forrest  City. 

ITO  and  MPTO  Combined 

Next  to  check  in  was  C.  C.  Mundo,  presi- 
dent of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
Arkansas.  He  explained  that  the  convention 
of  the  ITO  of  Arkansas  was  being  combined 
with  the  MPTO  convention  under  the  gov- 
ernment’s program  for  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  conventions  and  civilian  travel. 

Another  early  arrival  was  W.  F.  Ruffin, 
Covington,  Tenn.,  owner  of  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  and  member  of  the  board 
of  the  MPTO.  Then  there  was  J.  A.  West, 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  tri-state  conven- 
tion. 

Prominent  out-of-town  visitors  included 
Jim  Donohue,  assistant  sales  manager  of 
Paramount,  New  York;  Dave  Palfreyman, 
contact  man  for  the  Hays  office,  New  York; 
Duke  Clark,  district  manager  for  Paramount, 
Dallas. 

More  than  75  exhibitors  and  distributors 
were  on  hand  at  the  convention’s  first  day 
. . . Advance  ticket  sales  for  the  Acuff  show 
had  passed  $4,000  and  more  than  $5,000  was 
assured  before  the  end  of  the  first  day. 

R.  X.  Williams,  president  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Motion  Picture  Owners,  was  on  hand 
for  the  first  day  of  the  convention. 

Coxes  Did  Not  Swim 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Cox,  Batesville,  had 
to  detour  by  way  of  Clarksdale  to  get  to 
the  convention.  They  were  busy  all  after- 
noon denying  that  they  had  to  swim  the 
Coldwater,  Miss.,  river  where  the  bridge 
has  been  washed  out  by  floods  for  several 
days  . . . W.  S.  Taylor,  Laurel,  Miss.,  thea- 
tre man,  was  another  on  hand  from  the  Mag- 
nolia State. 

Harry  Ruh,  Berryville;  Paul  Myers,  Mc- 
Crary; O.  G.  Wren,  Little  Rock,  and  Sam 
Kirby,  Malco  manager,  North  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  checked  in  early  for  the  convention 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  Walton,  from 
Columbus,  Miss.,  arrived  Sunday.  Walton  is 
the  newly-elected  president  of  the  Columbus 
Chamber  of  Commerce  where  he  is  manager 
of  the  Columbus  Theatre. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Pickle,  Henderville, 
Ky.;  Guy  Amis,  Lexington,  Tenn.,  owner  of 
the  Princess  Theatre  there;  Claude  Lee,  pub- 
lic relations  man  from  Paramount  in  New 
York,  also  got  in  early  for  the  convention. 

A sad  note  at  the  convention  was  the  an- 
nouncement that  Ed  Kuykendall,  president 
of  the  MPTO  of  America,  was  ill  at  his 


home  in  Columbus,  Miss.,  and  was  unable  to 
attend. 

Paul  Jones,  Malco  manager  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Ark.;  M.  S.  McCord,  Malco  manager  at  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Ark.;  Grady  Cook,  Joy  Theatre  and 
partner  in  a newspaper,  the  Pontotoc,  Prog- 
ress, Pontotoc,  Miss.;  D.  F.  Blizayd,  Okolona 
Theatre,  Okolona,  Miss.;  A.  C.  Chaddick, 
New  Orleans;  Steve  Stein,  Jackson,  Tenn.; 
Leon  Rountree,  Walter  Valley,  Miss.;  W.  S. 
Tyson,  Walter  Valley;  Neil  Blount,  RCA, 
New  Orleans,  and  S.  C.  Bullington,  Jack- 
son,  Tenn.,  attended  the  convention. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  M.  Jourdan,  Iuka,  Miss., 
haven’t  missed  the  convention  in  32  years. 
They  arrived  early.  “I  started  coming  here 
when  I was  in  knee  pants,”  Jourdan  said. 

Fred  Ford,  formerly  RKO  publicity  man  in 
Memphis,  now  in  Atlanta,  was  having  an 
old-fashioned  homecoming  at  the  convention. 
He  renewed  old  acquaintances  by  the  scores. 

Tunstills  Congratulated 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Tunstill  of  Owens- 
boro, Ky.,  were  being  congratulated  at  the 
convention.  Tunstill  was  recently  made  an 
executive  in  the  Malco  circuit. 

Ching  Allen,  Atlanta,  was  unable  to  at- 
tend the  convention  because  of  illness  . . . 
E.  R.  Gillette,  Bristol,  arrived  in  the  afternoon. 

Mundo  told  in  his  speech  the  many  unique 
ideas  theatre  owners  had  developed  to  further 
patriotic  movements.  He  said  one  theatre  had 
covered  a Japanese  battle  flag  hung  in  the 
lobby  with  miniature  American  flags,  each 
representing  a war  bond  sale.  When  the 
Jap  flag  was  blanketed  with  sales  another 
was  put  up,  he  added. 

TVA  Gets  Dimout  Order 
Despite  Water  Power 

NASHVILLE — In  spite  of  the  fact  that  most 
of  its  power  is  generated  by  water  and  does 
not  require  coal,  the  Tennessee  Valley  Au- 
thority has  announced  that  all  unnecessary 
outside  lighting  will  be  banned  in  its  area 
effective  early  in  February.  All'theatres  served 
by  the  TVA  will  feel  the  order.  TVA  burns 
coal  at  its  Watts  bar  and  Hale’s  bar  gen- 
erating plants  which  brings  it  under  the 
government’s  fuel  conservation  order. 


Tennessee  Exhibitor  Injured 

OBION,  TENN. — Clarence  D.  Jones,  road- 
show operator  and  owner  of  the  Victory 
Theatre,  Troy,  Tenn.,  received  painful  cuts 
and  bruises  about  the  face  in  an  automobile 
accident  near  his  home  while  en  route  to 
the  theatre. 


POSTERS!  POSTERS!  POSTERS! 

We  <Jlaue  *7 hem  ! ! 

WHY  sign  a contract  to  secure  your 
Accessories  WHEN 

It  Is  NOT  NECESSARY ! 

Send  your  orders  and  used  paper  to 
us  where  you  are  assured  of  lowest 
initial  cost,  and  fair  credit  rates. 

THE  POSTER  EXCHANGE,  Inc. 

1831/2  Walton  St.,  N.  W„  Atlanta.  Ga. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  20,  1945 


103 


SAN  ANTONIO 


■piorence  Bates,  San  Antonio’s  own  charac- 
A ter  actress,  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
after  spending  the  holidays  here  visiting 
friends  and  relatives.  Her  most  recent  screen 
successes  are  “Kismet”  and  “San  Antonio.” 

Recent  visitors  to  the  local  Mexican  ex- 
changes included  Jose  Garcia,  Nacional, 
Asherton,  and  Juan  Luna,  Ideal,  Crystal  City 
. . . Paul  Garza,  majordomo  of  the  Obrero 
here,  is  seeking  an  appropriate  name  for  his 
new  theatre  now  under  construction  out  on 
Nogalitos  St.  May  we  suggest  “The  Vista,” 
Senor  Pablo? 

Richard  Wick,  former  member  of  the  Aztec 
Theatre  staff,  and  now  serving  Uncle  Sam 
in  the  maritime  service,  was  in  town  for  a 
few  days  on  liberty  from  his  New  York  sta- 
tion. His  father  and  mother  reside  here. 

Radio  station  WOAI  carried  a series  of 
spot  announcements  plugging  the  showing 
of  Metro’s  “An  American  Romance”  which 
played  the  Aztec  last  week  . . . Harry  Black- 
stone,  the  wonder  magician  and  his  show 
of  mystery,  comes  to  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium January  25-26  for  three  performances. 

The  Avon  at  Poteet,  owned  by  V.  C.  Kin- 
chen,  had  a projection  booth  fire  recently 
which  damaged  the  machines  and  other 
equipment.  The  flames  burned  a hole  in 
the  roof  directly  over  the  operating  room. 
The  loss  to  the  equipment  was  covered  by 
insurance.  Kinchen  had  his  projectors  re- 
paired and  overhauled  at  the  Independent 
Film  Exchange  & Supply  Co.  here.  The 
house  was  to  reopen  soon. 

Manuel  Ayala,  business  agent  for  the  La- 
redo local  No.  678,  says  that  all  of  his  boys 
have  been  granted  their  raise  in  salary  by 
the  WLB.  Three  of  his  members  have  al- 
ready been  called  to  the  colors  with  three 
more  soon  to  be  signed  up  by  Uncle  Sam. 

The  Pedro  Infante,  Mexican  musical  show 
which  played  the  Municipal  Auditorium  here 
two  nights  recently,  will  also  play  dates  in 
Corpus  Christi,  Houston  and  Laredo  during 
the  month  . . . Tito  Guizar,  the  Latin-Ameri- 
can  singing  star,  is  carded  for  a personal 
appearance  in  the  Municipal  Auditorium 
January  27. 

M-G-M  utilized  the  Southland  Industries 
radio  station  to  help  sell  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo”  when  that  picture  played  the 
Majestic  last  week.  Both  transcribed  and 
live  announcements  were  used  to  plug  the 
film  . . . Albert  Coppel,  Azteca  Film  ex- 
change manager,  is  back  from  a business 
trip  to  Denver. 

George  Mitchley,  manager  of  the  newly 
opened  Iris,  Austin,  was  in  town  to  book 
Mexican  pictures.  The  new  theatre  runs 
Latin-American  films  exclusively  . . . Other 
Clasa-Mohme  callers  included  W.  F.  Arm- 
strong, Interstate  booker,  Dallas;  Lew  Bray, 
Harlingen;  Mart  Cole,  State,  Rosenberg; 
Jack  Reflogal,  Azteca,  Beeville  and  Jose 
Carabaza,  Laredo. 

Among  recent  visitors  to  the  Interstate 
City  office  here  were  Frank  Bruner  of  War- 
ners at  Dallas  and  Fred  Calvin  of  the  RKO 
office  there. 

Nick  Moret,  who  danced  in  RKO  pictures 
in  the  early  thirties,  isn’t  a bit  worried 
about  the  cigaret  shortage — since  he  is  an 
ardent  cigar  smoker  . . . Interstate  Publicist 
Joe  Estes  and  State  Manager  Oliver  Thomas 
are  among  the  gin  rummy  fans  here  . . . 
Jack  Karmi  never  wears  a hat,  winter  or 
summer. 

Anita  Arneson,  a cute  blue-eyed  blonde, 


recently  joined  the  society  department  of 
the  San  Antonio  Evening  News.  She  does 
the  Chatter  Box  column  . . . Interstate  is 
scheduled  to  reopen  their  Palacio  Teatro  in 
Houston  on  January  25,  according  to  in- 
formation here.  A Mexican  band  and  other 
festivities  are  on  tap  for  the  opening  night 
at  this  exclusive  Mexican  picture  theatre. 

Opening  night  receipts  at  the  new  Laurel 
here  will  be  donated  to  the  March  of  Dimes 
fund  . . . Rollie  Moore  is  the  newly  ap- 
pointed treasurer  at  the  Majestic  Theatre 
. . . The  new  vaudeville  lineup  at  the  Zara- 
goza includes  Solis-Garza,  Maria  Susana, 
Gloria  Berrones,  and  La  Inda  Bonita.  Di- 
rect from  Mexico,  these  brilliant  stage  art- 
ists made  their  local  debut  January  15. 

Double  1944  Total, 
Texas  Dimes  Hope 

DALLAS — A hope  that  exhibitors  and  dis- 
tributors of  Texas  would  show  they  had  a 
heart  as  big  as  their  state  and  double  the 
number  of  theatres  participating  and  net 
collections  made  last  year  in  the  March  of 
Dimes  collection  was  expressed  at  a March 
Dimes  luncheon  held  at  the  Variety  Club 
here  Wednesday  by  R.  J.  O'Donnell,  state 
drive  chairman. 

O'Donnell  reported  1944  net  collections 
totaled  $214,056.13,  turned  in  by  442  partici- 
pating theatres. 

Present  at  the  luncheon  besides  O’Donnell 
were  John  Q.  Adams,  vice-chairman;  Sol 
Sachs,  distributor  chairman;  Jack  Under- 
wood, Columbia;  R.  I.  Payne,  R.  E.  Griffith 
Theatres;  S.  L.  Oakley  and  Clifford  G. 
Porter,  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.;  Don  Doug- 
las, Robb  & Rowley  Theatres;  Ray  Beall,  pub- 
licity chairman,  and  Winifred  Cutler,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer. 


Sues  Theatre  for  $5,000 

CHATTANOOGA— Annie  Judd  has  sued 
Eastern  Theatres,  Inc.,  doing  business  as 
Tivoli  Theatre,  for  $5,000  for  personal  in- 
juries alleged  to  have  been  received  in  that 
theatre. 


CHARLOTTE 


Timmy  Harvey,  son  of  J.  Bates  Harvey,  owner 
^ of  the  Carolina,  Clover,  S.  C.,  has  a three- 
year-old  brother,  Billy.  He  was  adopted  this 
week  by  the  J.  B.  Harveys. 

Mrs.  Morris  Nuger,  Grand,  Charlotte,  is 
away  on  a ten-day  visit  with  relatives  in 
Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

The  funeral  of  Mrs.  Price  Furpless  was 
held  at  the  Methodist  Church  on  January 
9 in  Southport,  N.  C.  Surviving  is  her  hus- 
band, of  the  Amuzu  Theatre. 

Mrs.  Charles  Cash  is  a patient  at  Presby- 
terian Hospital  in  Charlotte.  Her  husband 
owns  the  Dixie,  Kings  Mountain,  N.  C.;  Vic- 
tory, Cramerton,  N.  C.,  and  the  Gaston, 
Mount  Holly,  N.  C. 

Carol  Weld,  RKO’s  exploiteer,  was  a three- 
day  visitor  . . . Mrs.  Roy  Rowe  on  the  Row 
busy  booking  for  the  Pender,  Burgaw,  N.  C., 
while  her  husband  attends  the  legislative  ses- 
sions as  state  senator. 

Cy  Dillon,  Republic  manager,  has  just  re- 
turned from  a sales  meeting  in  Chicago  and 
will  leave  Sunday  (21)  for  a three-week  trip 
to  Republic’s  studio  in  Hollywood. 

Among  visitors  on  the  Row:  W.  H.  Hendrix, 
Central,  Greensboro,  N.  C.;  H.  R.  Berry,  Cen- 
ter, Hartsville,  S.  C.;  E.  L.  Hearne,  Alameda, 
Albemarle,  N.  C.;  Ben  L.  Strozier,  Stevenson, 
Rock  Hill,  S.  C.;  Morris  Littman,  Sylvan, 
Rutherford  ton,  N.  C.;  J.  W.  McMillan,  Latta, 
Latta,  S.  C.;  Geo.  D.  Carpenter,  Colonial, 
Valdese,  N.  C.;  Boyd  B.  Horton,  State,  Con- 
cord, N.  C. 

Walter  Freudenberger  has  resigned  as  sales- 
man for  National  Screen  Service  and  has 
accepted  the  position  as  manager  of  Film 
Classics.  He  replaces  Ralph  Iannuzzi  who 
auit  to  join  Warners  as  salesman. 

Chairman  Warren  Irvin  of  South  Carolina 
and  Co-Chairman  Frank  Beddingfield  of 
North  Carolina  report  their  states  have  gone 
over  the  top  in  March  of  Dimes  pledges. 


FAREWELL  SCROLL — Arthur  Groom,  manager  of  Loew’s  State  Theatre, 
Memphis,  is  presented  a scroll  bearing  the  signatures  of  many  friends  during  a 
farewell  party  at  the  Variety  Club  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  to  join  the  army. 

L-r:  Ruben  Davis,  formerly  of  Loew’s  State;  Groom;  Mike  McGee,  motion 
picture  editor  of  the  Commercial  Appeal;  Bert  Shopenn,  UA;  Tommy  Baldridge, 
M-G-M;  Ed  Sappinsley,  Malco  Theatres,  and  Jimmy  Gillespie,  20th-Fox. 
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Meiselman  Project 
Starts  February  1 


Atlanta  Variety  Club  Opens  Its 
Heart  to  Farmhand's  Triplets 


By  P.  H.  SAVIN 

ATLANTA— The  heart  of  Variety  has 
opened  again. 

The  Turner  triplets,  one  a boy,  are  safe 
and  snug  in  three  incubators  at  Georgia 
Baptist  Hospital,  with  the  club  paying  the 
bill.  Student  nurses  attend  them,  a private 
room  will  be  theirs  any  minute  now,  and 
they  are  receiving  their  food  every  three 
hours.  They  are  having  temperature  checks 
with  the  same  regularity,  and  are  slated  for 
about  three  months’  hospitalization. 

Jerry,  Jeanne  and  Janice  were  born  Janu- 
ary 5 to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Turner  of  North 
Roswell,  who  already  have  seven  offspring. 
Though  the  Fulton  County  health  depart- 
ment rushed  to  their  aid  and  supplied  in- 
cubators, the  babies  needed  hospital  atten- 
tion, but  there  was  no  room  in  Atlanta  for 
them. 

Doctor  Calls  Club 

W.  D.  Barker,  superintendent  of  Georgia 
Baptist,  learned  of  the  babies’  birth  and 
called  Sid  Reams  of  the  Variety  Club  and 
suggested  that  they  be  brought  to  his  hos- 
pital. The  trio  arrived  at  the  hospital  to  find 
no  room  for  them.  They  were  placed  in  a 
hall  in  the  children’s  ward,  but  Barker  prom- 
ised private  space  within  a few  hours.  When 
the  triplets  checked  in,  Variety  Club  patients 
at  Georgia  Baptist  swelled  to  six. 

Soon  a little  chart  with  Jerry’s,  Jeanne’s 


and  Janice’s  names  in  gold  letters  will  be 
tacked  over  their  incubators  and  each  day 
that  the  youngsters  stay  in  the  hospital  a 
star  will  be  added  to  their  chart.  They  will 
have  one  nurse  assigned  to  them  full  time 
for  at  least  a week. 

Conditions  of  Georgia’s  first  trio  for  1945 
remained  “satisfactory.”  They  weighed  in  at: 
Jerry  4 lbs.,  8 oz.;  Janice  4 lbs,  2 oz„  and 
Jeanne,  3 lbs.,  12  oz.  In  their  first  afternoon 
at  the  hospital  all  three  slept  peacefully  in 
their  incubators  after  having  lived  the  first 
five  hours  of  their  lives  wrapped  in  heavy 
clothing  and  held  before  an  open  fire. 

The  mother  who,  according  to  statistics, 
is  one  woman  out  of  7,774  to  give  birth  to 
triplets,  stayed  in  her  modest  three-room  ten- 
ant house  on  Garrett’s  farm  just  over  the 
line  in  Cobb  County  where  Papa  Turner  has 
been  a “hired  man”  for  the  last  23  years. 

The  parents  (so  happy  aoout  the  three 
youngsters  they  gave  the  doctor  an  extra  $5) 
were  not  cognizant  of  Variety  Club’s  help. 
All  they  knew  was  that  some  woman  at 
Georgia  Baptist  Hospital  telephoned  the  doc- 
tor that  an  ambulance  was  coming  for  the 
medical  care  of  the  triplets. 

Dr.  Louie  Newton  told  his  congregation  at 
Druid  Hills  Baptist  Church  about  the  trip- 
lets and  more  than  $125  was  handed  to  him 
after  the  service  to  buy  warm  clothing  and 
items  to  add  to  the  children’s  and  mother’s 
comfort. 


CHARLOTTE — H.  B.  Meiselman,  business 
and  theatrical  man,  has  announced  that  re- 
modeling of  the  building  at  513  S.  Tryon  St. 
into  a modern  office  building  would  start 
February  1.  The  building  is  at  present  occu- 
pied by  the  Roosevelt  Hotel  which  has  been 
notified  that  it  must  vacate  the  premises  by 
the  end  of  the  month. 

Meiselman,  who  only  recently  purchased 
the  property,  plans  to  convert  the  second 
floor  of  the  building  into  28  office  rooms. 
The  first  floor  of  the  building  will  be  re- 
modeled to  form  the  lobby  of  the  theatre 
which  will  be  constructed  back  of  the  pres- 
ent structure.  Meiselman  announced  plans 
for  the  theatre  sometime  ago  and  hopes  to 
construct  a playhouse  capable  of  seating  from 
1,800  to  2,000  people. 

“It  all  depends  on  whether  we  decide  to 
build  a balcony  as  to  how  much  the  seating 
capacity  will  be,”  he  said.  “We  plan  a very 
modern  theatre  and  expect  to  invest  some 
$250,000  in  its  construction.  Furthermore  we 
are  going  to  name  it  Radio  City  and  that 
goes  for  the  entire  building,  the  Radio  City 
Bldg.” 

Construction  on  the  theatre  will  begin  as 
soon  as  conditions  permit. 


To  Play  Charlie  Chan's  Son 

Benson  Fong,  Chinese  actor,  is  set  to  play 
Charlie  Chan’s  son  in  Monogram’s  “The 
Radar  Mystery.” 


C.  CRET0RS  & COMPANY 

manufacturers  of  quality 

POPCORN  MACHINES 


Distributed  Exclusively  in 

Texas.  Oklahoma.  Arkansas 
Louisiana.  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona  by 
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Jim  Golding  Grows  Big  Mustachio; 
Wins  Navy  Medal  on  Pacific  Isle 


AMARILLO — Seen  herewith  is  a late  No- 
vember photograph  of  Jim  Golding,  partner 
with  his  father  Ben  in  the  Victory  Theatre 
here  and  former  owner  of  the  local  Rex.  The 
picture  was  taken  on  Tinian  and  was  re- 


JIM  GOLDING 


ceived  by  the  father  during  the  holidays.  The 
mustache  wasn’t  worn  in  Amarillo;  it  is 
strictly  a South  Pacific  product  and  a big 
one. 

Jim  joined  the  navy  soon  after  Pearl  Har- 
bor and  was  sent  to  the  Pacific.  He  is  a 
chief  carpenter’s  mate  in  the  SeaBees,  and 
was  attached  to  a division  of  marines  two 
years.  He  served  first  on  Guadalcanal,  then 
Tarawa,  Saipan  and  Tinian  and  may  be  on 
Luzon  now. 

During  many  film  booking  trips  to  Dallas, 
Jim  wore  the  traditional  cowman’s  hat,  blue 
or  dark  grey  suit.  Equally  as  prominent  was 
a wide  leather  belt  with  large  silver  buckle, 


the  same  one  being  evident  in  the  accom- 
panying photo. 

On  a visit  to  Filmrow  at  Dallas  recently 
Ben  proudly  loaned  the  photo  of  his  son  for 
reproduction  in  BOXOFFICE. 

Jim  was  awarded  a Navy  Medal  with  a 
Presidential  citation.  Last  June  19  on  Sai- 
pan, a Jap  plane  shot  down  an  American 
bomber.  The  pilot  was  killed  and  the  ob- 
server wounded.  The  flaming  U.S.  plane 
fell  within  'a  few  feet  of  an  ammunition 
dump.  In  disregard  of  Jap  air  fire  and  the 
possible  explosion  of  the  ammunition  dump, 
Jim  ran  to  the  burning  plane  and  rescued 
the  bombardier. 

Jim  has  seen  active  duty  overseas  for  28 
months.  His  outfit  may  be  replaced  soon 
and  Jim  then  will  return  home  to  Amarillo. 

Four  Dimes  Screenings 
On  Oklahoma  City  Row 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Buck  Weaver,  Para- 
mount manager,  arranged  four  screenings 
room  previews  of  the  March  of  Dimes  trailer 
to  make  sure  all  exchange  workers  here  had 
an  opportunity  to  witness  an  early  showing 
of  the  fund  appeal  short.  Two  were  presented 
at  the  Paramount  screening  room  where 
Weaver  gave  a brief  talk  at  each  and  asked 
each  person  to  pledge  a minimum  of  $2.  Ma- 
rion Osborne  did  the  same  at  the  20th-Fox 
screenings. 

March  of  Dimes  show  will  be  presented  at 
the  Uptown  Theatre  and  one  of  Standard’s 
downtown  houses. 

Local  film  folk  are  out  to  exceed  last  year’s 
large  total  of  infantile  paralysis  collections. 


Imperial  Being  Remodeled 

WHITEVILLE,  TENN.— J.  R.  Leavell,  man- 
ager of  the  Imperial  Theatre  here,  has  been 
operating  on  a half-time  basis  while  mak- 
ing extensive  repairs  to  the  property.  When 
the  remodeling  is  completed  the  theatre  will 
resume  its  regular  schedule  of  six  nights  a 
week. 


ATLANTA 


^Diaries  Reagan,  vice-president  of  Para- 
mount, returned  to  New  York  after  a 
visit  at  the  local  branch  . . . Gus  King,  Capi- 
tal City  Supply  Co.,  left  for  a business  trip 
to  Jacksonville,  Miami,  Orlando  and  St. 
Petersburg  . . . Herbert  Bryant  has  been 
added  to  the  sales  force  of  Capital  City  Sup- 
ply Co. 

C.  D.  Durmeyer  of  the  Southern  Auto- 
matic Candy  Co.,  has  returned  after  a busi- 
ness trip  through  the  territory  . . . The 
manpower  shortage  seems  to  be  of  a very 
serious  nature  at  Columbia.  George  M.  Jones, 
office  manager,  was  compelled  to  draft  his 
wife  to  do  nearly  everybody’s  work  in  the 
exchange  . . . Visitors  on  Filmrow  included 
Mrs.  Violet  Edwards  of  Monticello,  and  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Lakeman,  Princess,  Haleyville,  Ala. 
. . . Randall  Bryan  of  the  National  Screen 
Service  sales  force,  has  returned  after  visit- 
ing his  mother  in  Miami. 

George  Tarrant,  National  Screen  Service 
sales  force,  was  married  recently  to  Miss 
Mildred  Kinsey  . . . C.  P.  Lester,  division 
manager  of  NSS,  planned  to  attend  the 
convention  in  Charlotte  . . . Harry  Graham, 
southern  division  manager  for  Universal, 
visited  the  Memphis  and  New  Orleans 
branches. 

“Good  Night,  Ladies”  will  open  at  the 
Erlanger  Theatre  for  a four-day  run  start- 
ing January  24  . . . Fred  Dodson,  Paul  Wil- 
son and  Harry  Ballance  engage  in  a furious 
gin  rummy  contest  before  lunch  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  . . . Bert  Shopin,  goodwill  am- 
bassador for  United  Artists,  was  in  town 
in  behalf  of  “Guest  in  the  House.” 

Sid  Laird,  Duncan  Theatres,  and  his  at- 
tractive wife  were  in  enjoying  a night  at 
the  Variety  Club  . . . Jack  Dumestre,  chief 
barker,  was  absent  from  the  club  due  to 
illness  . . . R.  M.  Savini,  president  of  Astor 
Pictures,  was  in  Atlanta  on  business  en  route 
to  Dallas  . . . Butler  Gore  of  the  Gore 
Theatres,  Tampa,  was  here  en  route  home 
after  a business  trip  to  New  York. 

Fred  M.  Jack,  southern  division  manager 
for  United  Artists,  will  hold  a regional  meet- 
ing for  the  personnel  of  Atlanta,  Charlotte, 
New  Orleans  and  Dallas  exchanges  in  New 
Orleans  January  19-21  . . . Bill  Hanes  has 
been  appointed  manager  of  the  Princess 
Theatre,  Jacksonville,  Ala.,  replacing  Danny 
Demetry  . . . Yolande  Parson,  formerly  with 
Columbia  here,  has  returned  to  her  home 
in  New  Orleans. 

Juanita  Lynch  of  Columbia  has  received 
word  from  her  husband  in  England  that 
he  arrived  okay  . . . Harry  Paul  of  Wil- 
Kin  Theatre  Supply  is  in  Jacksonville  on 
business  . . . G.  T.  Malafronte,  assistant  to 
the  branch  operations  manager,  is  visiting 
the  local  Universal  exchange. 

Oklahoma  Fighter  Pilot 
At  "Victory"  Holly  Bow 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Maj.  Robert  Johnson 
of  Lawton  flew  to  Hollywood  to  appear  there 
at  the  premiere  of  “Winged  Victory.” 

The  young  pilot,  who  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Johnson  of  Lawton,  joined 
the  Thunderbolt  fighter  unit  in  England  in 
January  1943  and  completed  102  missions. 
He  is  the  holder  of  a DSC,  a Silver  Star, 
DFC,  a Presidential  citation,  Air  Medal  and 
a Purple  Heart. 

While  in  Hollywood  he  was  a guest  of  Joe 
E.  Brown’s  Stop  or  Go  radio  show  and  on 
Ginny  Simms’  Purple  Heart  program,  and 
was  the  guest  of  honor  at  the  film  opening. 


PROMISE  FROM  SOUTHERNERS— Sales  records  will  hit  new  highg  in 
Republic’s  future  in  the  the  southern  district,  it  was  promised  by,  1.  to  r.:  Winfield 
Snelson,  branch  manager  at  Atlanta;  Leo  V.  Seichsnaydre,  branch  manager  at 
New  Orleans;  Merritt  Davis,  southeastern  district  manager  at  Atlanta;  Harold 
Laird,  branch  manager  at  Tampa,  and  Cy  Dillon,  Charlotte  branch  manager. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th FI.,  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.r  INC*  Dallas.  Tex. 
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Broad  Significance  Seen 
In  GTC  Board  Expansion 


Theatres  to  Vanish 
In  Store  Expansion 

TORONTO — Expansion  plans  of  the  Rob- 
ert Simpson  department  store  here  in  down- 
town Toronto  have  resulted  in  the  purchase 
of  the  building  opposite  the  city  hall  of 
which  the  Ace  Theatre  is  a unit.  Formerly 
the  Photodrome,  this  theatre  has  been  op- 
erated for  many  years  by  Sam  Ulster.  Not 
long  ago  the  whole  front  was  ripped  out  for 
the  erection  of  a flashy  illuminated  facade 
which  is  one  of  the  most  ornate  in  Canada. 
The  Simpson  company  plans  to  extend  the 
huge  store  to  take  in  the  whole  block  and 
one  of  the  properties  to  disappear  is  the  old 
Colonial,  which  has  been  dark  for  a decade. 

As  a counter  business  move  Ulster  recently 
purchased  the  Rio  on  Yonge  St.  from  Tom 
Walton  as  a unit  in  central  Toronto  to  re- 
place the  Ace.  One  of  the  first  steps  was 
to  inaugurate  Sunday  midnight  shows  at  the 
Rio  as  a regular  policy.  Walton  was  promi- 
nent among  the  organized  independents  un- 
til his  health  declined  recently.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Ontario  council  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors  of  Canada.  The  trade 
lost  a colorful  figure  in  his  retirement. 

Failed  to  Install  Sound 

An  interesting  story  is  associated  with  the 
Colonial  on  Queen  St.,  which  is  now  to  be 
swept  away  in  the  march  of  progress.  When 
Toronto’s  old  customs  house  was  being  torn 
down  for  a modern  building,  the  wreckers 
preserved  much  of  the  stone  exterior  which 
included  Grecian-type  statues,  columns, 
gargoyles  and  other  characteristics  of  the 
Victorian  age.  One  whole  section  of  the  ex- 
terior was  installed  as  the  front  of  the 
Colonial  which  was  then  being  erected  and 
the  theatre  boasted  a truly  majestic  appear- 
ance. But  with  the  coming  of  sound,  the 
Colonial  failed  to  install  talking  equipment 
and  faded  out,  the  stonework  becoming  grimy 
in  the  passing  years. 

Sonja  Henie  Turns  Down 
Million  Dollar  Offer 

MONTREAL— Sonja  Henie  has  just  turned 
down  one  of  the  biggest  offers  ever  made  a 
film  personality,  an  even  one  million  dollars 
for  25  performances  with  her  current  ice 
show  in  London  and  Paris,  immediately  after 
the  end  of  the  European  war.  The  offer  came 
from  a British-French  sports  syndicate  by 
cable. 

Formerly  the  skating  sensation  of  Europe 
and,  for  some  time  star  and  sponsor  of  a 
skating  show  in  Paris,  Miss  Henie  rejected 
the  latest  offer  to  return  to  Europe  because 
she  will  begin  her  second  International  Tech- 
nicolor film,  “Countess  of  Monte  Cristo,”  im- 
mediately after  her  present  American  ice 
tour  ends  in  mid-February. 

A million  dollars  for  25  performances  is  a 
good  deal  of  money,  but  not  a temptation 
to  Miss  Henie  who,  on  her  present  tour,  broke 
all  existing  money  and  attendance  records. 

Her  18  performances  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  are  expected  to  draw  a “house”  of 
more  than  $1,000,000. 


Zorn  Visits  Winnipeg 

CALGARY — E.  A.  Zorn,  western  director  of 
theatres  for  Famous  Players  Canadian,  was 
here  last  week  on  an  inspection  trip.  Zorn, 
whose  headquarters  are  in  Winnipeg,  re- 
ports, that  theatrical  business  in  Manitoba 
is  still  on  the  increase  while  Saskatchewan 
and  Alberta  have  registered  a slight  drop, 
except  for  Calgary  which  is  still  holding  up 
to  peak  business.  Zorn  is  arranging  with 
managers  of  unit  houses  details  of  the  forth- 
coming 25th  anniversary  celebration  of  the 
FPC  circuit,  which  will  be  celebrated 
throughout  the  Dominion. 


TORONTO — Formal  announcement  of  the 
leading  Canadian  industrialists  on  the  direc- 
torate of  General  Theatre  Corp.,  Toronto,  for 
the  operation  of  Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada 
in  equal  partnership  with  J.  Arthur  Rank  of 
England,  brought  much  speculation  in  Cana- 
dian film  trade  circles  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
development  on  the  theatre  situation  in  the 
Dominion  after  the  war  in  relation  to  British 
and  American  interests. 

Discussion  in  Odeon  circles  emphasized 
that  the  Canadian  policy  of  ownership  and 
operation  of  the  chain  had  been  further  safe- 
guarded by  the  addition  of  such  leaders  as 
President  D.  C.  Coleman  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  railroad;  President  R.  V.  LeSueur  of 
Imperial  Oil,  Ltd.,  and  Leonard  W.  Brock- 
ington  to  the  board  of  General  Theatre,  which 
already  included  Paul  L.  Nathanson  as  presi- 
dent, J.  Earl  Lawson,  George  H.  Beeston  and 
T.  J.  Bragg,  all  of  Toronto. 

Strengthens  the  Theatre  Firm 

This  expansion  of  the  directorate  has  also 
served  to  bring  formidable  executive  and 
financial  influence  to  the  theatre  field  in 
Canada.  The  General  Theatre  board  can  lit- 
erally be  classed  as  one  of  the  strongest  in 
the  Dominion,  apart  from  the  value  of  con- 
tractual alliance  with  Rank’s  film  kingdom 
in  Great  Britain  which  is  represented  in  the 
presence  of  John  Davis  of  London  on  the 
directorate. 

It  has  also  been  observed  that  Canadian 
political  balance  has  been  affected  in  the 
directorate.  Brockington  is  admittedly  close 
to  the  Liberal  powers-that-be  at  Ottawa  but 
there  is  also  healthy  Conservative  represen- 
tation in  Lawson,  once  a cabinet  minister 
in  the  Meighen  government  and  member  of 
the  house  of  commons  for  many  years.  Law- 
son  is  a privy  councillor  as  well  as  a king’s 


counsel.  Brockington  also  is  a K.  C.  Lawson 
has  been  directly  associated  with  the  film 
business  so  long  that  he  is  a member  of  the 
Canadian  Picture  Pioneers. 

A Print  Concern  Representative 

Not  only  is  Coleman  the  head  of  a great 
transportation  system  but  he  represents  an 
important  film  enterprise  as  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd., 
Montreal,  whose  specialty  is  the  making  of 
positive  prints  of  Hollywood  and  other  fea- 
tures for  distribution  in  Canada  and  the 
production  of  a wide  variety  of  shorts  and 
trailers. 

Bragg,  who  has  become  vice-president  and 
secretary-treasurer,  had  long  experience  with 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  until  the 
late  N.  L.  Nathanson  resigned  as  president 
in  a dramatic  break  three  years  ago  to  launch 
Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada.  Bragg  was  sec- 
retary of  Famous  Players  at  the  time  but 
decided,  along  with  several  officials,  to  follow 
Nathanson  into  the  new  undertaking  which 
has  since  undergone  definite  expansion  de- 
spite wartime  restrictions. 

The  next  Canadian  Odeon  moves  are 
shrouded  in  secrecy,  although  there  was  im- 
portant recent  news  'in  the  release  of  infor- 
mation on  plans  in  the  maritime  provinces 
in  partnership  with  A.  I.  Garson  of  St.  John, 
N.  B.,  including  the  acquisition  of  theatres 
and  a number  of  theatre  sites.  Preparations 
reportedly  are  being  made  for  a “show-win- 
dow” theatre  here. 

Apart  from  any  governmental  blessing  in 
either  Britain  or  Canada  for  film  develop- 
ments in  line  with  Empire  postwar  trade 
programs,  there  is  obviously  a great  store  of 
resources  behind  the  new  directors  of  Gen- 
eral Theatre  Corp. 


CANADIANS  START  DRIVE — RKO’s  forces  in  Canada  turned  out  in  strength 
for  conferences  on  the  start  of  the  Ned  E.  Depinet  drive  at  Toronto. 

Shown  here  are:  Top  row — James  Hogan,  Pearl  Page,  Morris  Fruchtman, 
Dorothy  Hay,  Freda  Cohen,  Ted  Carey,  all  of  the  Toronto  office;  second  row — 
Hatton  F.  Taylor,  branch  manager,  Montreal;  Roy  Mitchell,  Ted  Hobberlin, 
Mildred  Brooks,  Cecil  Melcomed,  Jack  Bernstein  and  Joe  Bermack,  Toronto  of- 
fice; third  row— H.  H.  McArthur,  branch  manager,  St.  John,  N.  B.;  Mrs.  K.  M.  H. 
Bennett,  Mark  Plottel  and  Guy  Upjohn  of  Toronto;  Harry  Decker,  Montreal; 
Meyer  Nackimson,  Toronto;  Joe  Dorfman,  Montreal,  and  George  Degnon  of  Terry 
Turner’s  staff. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  20,  1945 


K 


107 


Famous  Players  Will  Celebrate 
25th  Anniversary  January  23 


TORONTO — The  steady  growth  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  over  a quarter  of  a 
century  will  be  officially  noted  at  a dinner 
at  the  Royal  York  Hotel  here  January  23 
when  the  company’s  25  Year  Club  will  be 
inaugurated.  The  occasion  will  mark  the 
anniversary  of  the  granting  of  the  incorpora- 
tion charter  in  1920. 

The  original  incorporators  were  five  Cana- 
dians of  varied  industrial  and  financial  in- 
terests. They  were:  The  late  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son  who  eventually  became  president  and 
managing  director;  J.  P.  Bickell  of  mining 
fame;  J.  P.  Tudhope  and  W.  J.  Sheppard, 
Waubashene,  Ont.,  and  W.  D.  Ross,  the  lat- 
ter eventually  becoming  lieutenant  governor 
of  Ontario. 

The  formation  of  the  company  was  the 
starting  point  for  a theatre  circuit  which 
grew  from  a handful  of  units  in  Ontario  to 
a chain  of  approximately  340  theatres 
throughout  Canada  and  in  Newfoundland. 
The  FPC  chain  now  entertains  an  average 
of  2,000,000  people  every  week  in  theatres  in 
the  largest  cities  in  the  Dominion  down  to 
the  small  hamlet.  The  scope  of  the  circuit 
is  reflected  in  the  fact  the  company  paid 
no  less  than  $10,343,158  in  taxes  alone  dur- 
ing 1943  and  it  has  an  annual  pay  roll  of 
$6,000,000. 

Aided  Many  Causes 

The  company  executives  and  employes  have 
given  unstinted  support  to  many  worthy 
causes  and  have  been  unshrinking  in  support 
of  the  war  effort.  The  honor  roll  of  Famous 
Players  now  contains  980  names  and,  of  this 
number,  40  former  employes  have  been  re- 
ported killed  in  action  or  missing,  while  ten 
others  are  prisoners  of  war. 

Early  developments  in  the  history  of  Fa- 
mous Players  included  the  acquisition  of  the 
Famous  Players-Lasky  franchise  for  Canada 
which  formerly  had  been  held  by  the  Allens. 
The  new  company  bought  all  shares  in  Para- 
mount Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  as  well  as  a 
group  of  theatres  which  were  the  foundation 
on  which  the  big  chain  developed.  These 
included  Regent  Theatres  and  Strand  The- 
atre, Toronto,  British  Columbia  Paramount 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  Vancouver,  and  the  Broad- 
way Theatre,  Vancouver. 

Eighteen  houses  were  identified  with  Para- 
mount Theatres,  Ltd.,  and  the  taking  over 
of  that  company  brought  Famous  Players 
either  ownership  or  interest  in  the  following 
units:  Regent,  Galt;  Regent,  Guelph; 

Strand,  Kingston;  Strand,  Ottawa;  Teck, 
Family,  King  George,  Garden  and  Alhambra, 
Toronto;  Savoy,  Hamilton,  and  the  Royal  at 
Port  Hope,  Ont.  The  British  Columbia  Para- 
mount Theatres  group  comprised  the  Do- 
minion, Vancouver;  Dominion,  Victoria;  Do- 
minion, Nanaimo,  and  the  Rex  at  Revelstoke. 
With  the  Regent  and  Strand  at  Toronto  and 
the  Broadway  at  Vancouver,  the  opening  cir- 
cuit comprised  18  houses. 

Thirty-seven  employes  have  been  on  the 
staff  since  the  outset  and  these  will  be  char- 
ter members  of  the  25  Year  Club.  Each  will 
receive  an  appropriate  service  badge  and  the 
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choice  of  a $100  victory  bond  or  an  inscribed 
gold  watch  as  a practical  memento. 

The  anniversary  has  been  marked  by  a 
special  exploitation  and  publicity  campaign 
throughout  the  dominion. 

A contest  among  the  theatre  managers 
has  been  arranged  and  scrapbooks  are  to  be 
prepared  for  submission  to  headoffice  for 
plaque  awards  to  be  presented  at  the  next 
managers’  conference,  probably  in  early 
summer. 

The  slogan  for  the  occasion  is:  “Famous 
Players — Celebrating  25  Years  of  Leadership 
in  Entertainment.” 

Taube  Urges  Universal 
Theatre  Safety  Code 

TORONTO — S.  B.  Taube,  executive  secre- 
try  of  the  MPTOA  of  Ontario,  has  launched 
a campaign  in  conjunction  with  the  Ontario 
Safety  League  for  a standard  safety  code  for 
ail  halls  used  for  16mm  shows.  Taube  argues 
that  is  unfair  to  the  public  if  the  auditorium 
is  not  provided  with  proper  safeguards  in- 
cluding sufficient  exits  and  also  unfair  to 
any  municipality  if  a standard  set  of  regu- 
lations is  not  drawn  up  by  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment, declaring  that  “all  places  of  public 
gathering  should  operate  under  standard 
regulations.” 

Taube  brought  out  that  Chairman  O.  J. 
Silverthorne  of  the  Ontario  Theatres  and 
cinematographs  branch  of  the  government 
had  advised  “it  is  up  to  the  local  munici- 
pality to  pass  on  the  use  of  any  hall.”  Taube 
also  said  that  the  enforcement  of  regulations 
had  been  passed  on  to  the  municipalities  as 
well  and  he  was  critical  of  this  policy. 

Because  of  the  situation,  Taube  suggested 
that  all  exhibitors  post  notices  in  full  view 
of  patrons  advising  the  latter  what  to  do  in 
an  emergency.  He  urged  theatre  managers 
to  have  such  notices  signed  by  the  local 
mayor  and  fire  chief  to  lend  authority  to 
the  announcements.  These  notices  are  in- 
tended to  draw  attention  to  the  location  of 
fire  exits  and  their  use,  as  well  as  call  notice 
to  the  fact  that  theatre  staffs  hold  regular 
fire  drills.  At  the  same  time,  Taube  is 
pressing  for  standardized  regulations  for  the 
type  and  use  of  buildings  for  film  shows,  par- 
ticularly those  showing  16mm  films. 

Franklin  Balks  Opposition 
By  Buying  a Building 

ST.  JOHN — Property  purchases  by  theatre 
interests  continue  in  St.  John.  A large  three- 
story  frame  building  adjoining  the  brick 
Mayfair  building  on  Waterloo  St.  has  been 
bought  by  Mitchell  Franklin,  secretary  of 
Franklin  & Herschorn,  operating  and  own- 
ing the  Mayfair. 

The  wooden  structure  has  two  stores  on 
the  street  floor  and  the  upper  stories  are 
used  for  various  purposes,  including  a church 
for  colored  people.  Franklin  thus  blocked  a 
plan  by  other  interests  to  establish  next  door 
opposition  for  his  Mayfair.  The  younger 
Franklin  is  directing  F&H  in  the  absence 
of  his  father,  Joe  Franklin,  president  of  the 
company,  who  is  at  Miami  Beach  for  the 
winter.  The  Franklin  Service  Co.,  with  head- 
quarters in  St.  John,  was  recently  incor- 
porated by  Mitchell  Franklin,  and  the  in- 
corporation papers  allow  coverage  of  a num- 
ber of  activities  outside  the  theatre  field. 


Release  Title  Is  “Love  Letters" 

The  release  title  for  Hal  Wallis’s  production 
will  be  “Love  Letters”  instead  of  “The  Love 
Letters,” 


Fighl  on  Quebec's 
Blue  Law  Looms 

MONTREAL — The  closing  of  the  Gayety, 
former  cinema  and  burlesque  house,  because 
the  Quebec  provincial  government  took  ex- 
ception to  its  Sunday  stage  shows  may  be 
the  forerunner  of  further  restrictions  on 
amusements  here.  According  to  the  Montreal 
Star,  strong  criticism  of  the  city’s  attitude 
regarding  Sunday  entertainment  is  expected 
to  come  into  the  open  when  the  city  council 
gets  together  to  discuss  the  situation. 

“Many  members  of  the  council,”  said  the 
Star,  “have  already  expressed  dissatisfaction, 
indicating  that  if  the  city  executive  commit- 
tee will  not  take  action  they  will  endeavor 
to  precipitate  a debate  on  the  subject.  They 
believe  if  the  law  in  connection  with  Sunday 
entertainments  is  to  be  applied  it  should  be 
applied  to  all  no  matter  who  runs  them. 

Other  Shows  Closing 

“At  present,  in  response  to  an  order  from 
the  provincial  government,  the  city  has 
stopped  renting  its  market  halls  for  Sunday 
afternoon  or  evening  entertainments.  Some 
professional  shows  have  closed  down  in 
acquiescence  with  the  order.  One  house 
which  persisted  in  giving  Sunday  perform- 
ances has  had  its  license  canceled  as  a result. 

“On  the  other  hand,  the  protesting  coun- 
cillors point  out,  there  are  a number  of 
shows  still  running  Sunday  evenings,  ap- 
parently unmolested.  If  the  city  considers 
itself  forced  to  refuse  the  use  of  its  halls 
for  entertainments,  most  of  them  amateur 
or  semiamateur  in  nature  on  Sunday,  the 
councillors  see  no  reason  why  the  executive 
committee  should  not  instruct  its  police  to 
see  that  the  other  shows  observe  the  law.  City 
police  could  close  these  places  as  effectively 
as  the  provincial  police  can,  it  was  sug- 
gested. The  Lord’s  Day  observance  act  is 
a federal  law  which  the  municipal  police 
can  apply  as  well  as  the  provincial. 

Thinks  Law  Is  Foolish 

“Councillor  Emile  Dubreuil,  M.L.A.,  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  movement,  said:  ‘I  am  in 
favor  of  enforcing  the  law  as  much  as  any- 
one else,  although  I think  it  is  foolish  law, 
and  obsolete.  It  was  adopted  before  motion 
pictures  existed  and  takes  no  cognizance  of 
them.  But  there  must  not  be  different  ap- 
plications of  the  law  for  two  different  classes 
of  people.  If  Sunday  amusements  are  banned, 
then  ban  them  all,  including  motion  picture 
theatres,  professional  concerns,  Sunday 
bingos,  every  single  one  of  them.  If  you 
can’t  close  them  all,  you  have  no  right  to 
close  any  of  them.’ 

“Councillor  Camille  Cote,  M.L.A.,  was  one 
of  the  first  to  protest  against  the  closing 
of  Sunday  entertainments  in  the  east  end  of 
the  city,”  the  paper  continued.  “Councillors 
Hanley,  Brien,  Rochon  and  a good  many 
others  are  linking  up  on  this  question,  prom- 
ising a lively  debate  when  councils  get  to- 
gether.” 


A.  W.  Shackleford  Elected 
Lethbridge  Mayor  Again 

CALGARY— A.  W.  Shackleford,  president 
and  manager  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  at  Leth- 
bridge, was  unanimously  re-elected  mayor  for 
his  second  consecutive  one-year  term  last 
week.  Lethbridge  is  one  of  the  few  western 
Canadian  cities  where  citizens  do  not  vote 
for  their  mayor.  He  is  elected  by  the  vote 
of  his  fellow  aldermen  on  the  council. 

Shackleford  is  an  associate  of  the  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  in  operation  of  the 
Capitol. 
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Subzero  Hurts  Grosses; 
"Soldier"  Is  Tops 

MONTREAL  — There  was  nothing  out- 
standing about  the  size  of  the  audiences  at 
first  run  theatres  during  the  week  following 
the  holidays.  A spell  of  subzero  weather, 
with  a low  of  16  below,  helped  to  keep  down 
attendances.  Most  popular  were  “I  Love  a 
Soldier”  at  the  Capitol,  and  “Together 
Again”  at  the  Palace,  while  second  week  of 
“Frenchman’s  Creek”  at  Loew’s  was  good  but 
not  sensational.  At  the  Snowden,  “Lake 
Placid  Serenade”  drew  hockey  and  winter 
sports  lovers  who  naturally  could  brave  the 
cold  outside.  Music  fans  gravitated  to  His 
Majesty’s  where  “Adventure  in  Music”  was 
held  over. 

Capitol — I Love  a Soldier  (Para);  She's  a 


Sweetheart  (Col)  - Very  good 

Loew's — Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para),  2nd 

wk Pretty  good 

His  Majesty's — Adventure  in  Music Held  over 

Orpheum — La  Proie  du  Mort  (Rage  in  Heaven) 

(WB)  Fair 

Palace — Together  Again  (Col)  Very  good 

Princess — Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M); 

Sergeant  Mike  (Col)  Fair 

Snowden — Lake  Placid  Serenade Pretty  fair 


Vancouver  Streetcar  Strike  Jolts 
Downtown  Grosses;  Others  Hold  Up 

VANCOUVER  — The  combination  of  a 
streetcar  strike  and  all  downtown  de  luxe 
theatres  running  holdover  films  did  not  have 
as  depressing  an  effect  on  theatre  attend- 
ance as  was  anticipated.  While  grosses  did 
not  reach  the  high  of  some  previous  weeks 
results  were  not  as  bad  as  expected.  Circuits 
reported  that  business  was  off  around  30  per 
cent  because  of  the  strike,  but  nice  weather 
was  a help.  Suburban  business  was  excellent. 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  held  up  at  the  Or- 
pheum with  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  at  the  Cap- 
itol not  too  bad  for  second  session.  “This 
Happy  Breed”  at  the  Vogue  was  still  getting 
by  in  its  third  week.  This  British  picture 
was  well  liked  and  got  a nice  press. 

Beacon — Cry  of  the  Werewolf  (Col);  Bowery 

Champs  (Mono),  plus  vaudeville Fair 

Capitol — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para), 

2nd  wk Below  average 

Dominion — Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox), 

moveover;  The  Last  Ride  (WB),  2nd  wk Fair 

Orpheum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB), 

2nd  wk Below  average 

Plaza — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ);  Allergic 

to  Love  (Univ)  Fair 

Strand — Othello  (stage  show)  . .Sellout 

Vogue — This  Happy  Breed  (British) 3rd  wk Fair 


Business  Improves  at  Calgary 
Following  Holiday  Season 

CALGARY — Following  the  holiday  season, 
business  recovered  here  and  is  generally  good. 
All  downtown  first  run  houses  last  week  re- 
ported improvement  with  split-week  theatres 
playing  holdovers.  The  recent  heavy  snow- 
fall proved  no  deterrent,  as  temperatures 
kept  well  above  zero. 


Capitol — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M) Very  good 

Grand — Together  Again  (Col) Very  good 

Palace — An  American  Romance  (M-G-M) Good 


Don  Menzies  to  Winnipeg 
After  Air  Force  Discharge 

CALGARY — At  the  close  of  a 30-day  leave 
last  week,  Sgt.  D.  C.  Menzies  received  a dis- 
charge from  the  air  force  and  left  to  as- 
sume duties  as  assistant  manager  of  the 
Capitol  at  Winnipeg.  Menzies  is  a Calgary 
boy  who  received  his  theatrical  training  at 
the  Capitol  here  under  Harold  Bishop,  then 
acting  manager.  His  new  chief  in  Winnipeg 
is  Harold  Bishop,  who  has  been  at  the 
Capitol  there  during  the  war  years. 


Iris  Adrian  to  "Too  Good  to  Be  True" 

Iris  Adrian  has  been  inked  for  a featured 
role  in  Paramount’s  “Too  Good  to  Be  True.” 


VANCOUVER 

■Dill  Jones,  RKO  manager,  and  Reg  Dodde- 
° rich,  Calgary  manager,  went  to  Portland 
for  a meeting  With  Robert  Folliard,  captain 
for  the  1945  Ned  Depinet  drive,  but  Folliard 
did  not  arrive  because  he  was  snowbound  in 
Montana.  Herb  McIntyre,  division  manager, 
piesided  in  Folliard’s  absence  . . . Grace 
Malone,  former  cashier  at  the  Paradise  The- 
atre, gave  birth  to  a baby  girl  last  week. 
Her  husband  is  a pilot  officer  in  the  air  force. 

Russell  Robson  has  doffed  his  army  major’s 
uniform  after  four  years  and  started  operat- 
ing his  own  theatre  again  at  Vulcal,  Alta. 
. . . Mike  Goodman,  well  known  in  the  west- 
ern Canada  show  business,  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Walker  Theatre, 
Winnipeg,  by  Henry  Morton,  owner. 

Vancouver,  Victoria  and  New  Westminster 
street  railway  men  went  on  strike  and  the- 
atres lost  plenty  of  business.  The  downtown 
spots  were  off  around  30  per  cent  but  subur- 
ban shows  did  capacity.  Most  de  luxe  the- 
atres held  over  with  their  pictures  until  the 
strike  could  be  settled. 

Leo  Devaney,  RKO  general  manager  for 
Canada,  was  a Vancouver  visitor.  RKO  Do- 
minion business  is  35  per  cent  up  over  1943, 
he  said  . . . Wilf  Little,  who  sold  his  Abbots- 
ford Theatre  to  Odeon  circuit,  is  now  run- 
ning the  Chocolate  Shop  next  to  the  Nova 
Theatre  in  North  Vancouver  . . . Danny 
Boyle,  who  has  been  showing  films  at  the 
air  force  camps  near  Macleod,  has  removed 
his  equipment  since  training  there  was  dis- 
continued . . . Don  Findlay,  former  booker 
at  Empire-Universal  who  has  been  out  of 
the  film  business  two  years,  now  is  with 
20th-Fox  here  as  shipper. 

Two  Vancouverites  are  doing  well  in  show 
business.  Alan  Young  was  rated  the  most 
promising  star  on  the  Blue  net  and  Fern 
Turnley,  6%,  became  a regular  member  of 
the  network’s  Quiz  Kid  program.  Young  got 
his  start  here  on  the  Stag  Party  radio  show 
and  went  east  on  the  Buckingham  program. 
From  there  he  went  to  the  Blue  net  . . . 
Gordon  Snyder  has  been  demobilized  from 
the  CAF  after  long  service  and  is  back  again 
at  his  old  job  in  the  head  office  of  Odeon 
Theatres. 

The  Strand  Theatre  showed  “Othello”  with 
Paul  Robeson  for  four  performances  and 
played  to  sellout  business  in  spite  of  the 
street  car  strike  . . . Babe  Koval,  former  man- 
ager for  Warners  here,  has  been  appointed 
district  manager  of  Trinidad  by  his  old  boss, 
Wolfe  Cohen  . . . John  Fiddes,  65,  well-known 
picture  pioneer,  died  last  week  in  Winnipeg. 
Fiddes  managed  several  theatres  in  western 
Canada  and  was  a well-known  singer. 

After  many  delays  a print  of  “For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls”  has  been  received  here.  It 
was  screened  by  FPC  but  no  release  date 
has  been  set  so  far  . . . Bill  Grant,  with  Regal 
Films  here  before  taking  over  as  booker  at 
Calgary,  has  resigned  and  is  back  again  in 
Vancouver  . . . Ray  Tarling,  formerly  with 
Empire-Universal,  returned  from  overseas 
service  with  the  CAF,  after  spending  more 
than  a year  in  a hospital  in  England  where 
he  was  sent  after  the  crash  of  a bomber.  He 
expects  his  discharge  from  CAF  in  near 
future  . . . Empire-Universal  in  Canada  plans 
to  establish  a separate  sales  organization  for 
British  films  to  be  known  as  Eagle-Lion 
Distributors. 


Buys  "They  Dream  of  Home" 

David  O.  Selznick  has  purchased  Niven 
Busch’s  latest  novel,  “They  Dream  of  Home,” 
for  Vanguard  Films.  The  story  deals  with 
five  discharged  service  men  facing  the  prob- 
lems of  love  and  life  in  a civilian  world. 


NWLB  Cancels  Edict 
For  Holiday  Premium 

CALGARY — The  National  War  Labor 
Board  at  Ottawa,  in  a decision  announced 
last  week,  reversed  an  Alberta  War  Labor 
Board  direction  ordering  payment  of  double 
time  to  motion  picture  operators  employed 
by  the  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  here 
for  work  on  statutory  holidays. 

The  overtime  provision  had  been  intro- 
duced on  an  application  made  to  the  regional 
board  by  the  AFL  Motion  Picture  Projec- 
tionists Union  local. 

The  national  board  agreed  that  there  is 
a degree  of  similarity  between  these  em- 
ployes and  employes  of  hotels,  restaurants 
and  street  railways,  but  proceeded  to  say, 
however,  that  the  board  was  much  impressed 
by  the  argument  used  by  the  company,  and 
admitted  by  the  employes,  that  the  employes 
when  seeking  employment  with  the  company 
knew  that,  incidental  to  the  terms  of  their 
service  with  the  company,  was  the  require- 
ment that  theatres  would  work  on  statutory 
holiday. 

It  was  admitted  also  by  the  employes  that 
this  characteristic  feature  of  their  employ- 
ment had  been  one  that  existed  in  this 
country,  as  well  as  in  others,  and  that  in 
their  agreements  with  their  employers,  no 
provision  had  been  made  for  the  payment  of 
any  premium  for  time  worked  on  statutory 
holidays. 

Any  change  in  this  condition  should  be 
the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  union 
and  company  before  application  was  made 
to  a war  labor  board,  the  decision  asserted. 

The  Calgary  MPPU  has  individual  con- 
tracts with  various  theatre  groups  in  Cal- 
gary. Question  of  overtime  arose  when  a 
new  contract  was  made  in  1944.  This  de- 
cision will  affect  this  contract  which  em- 
braces some  suburban  houses  and  all  four 
FPC  units. 


To  Star  in  "The  Gay  Senorita" 

Jinx  Falkenburg  is  slated  to  star  in  Co- 
lumbia’s “The  Gay  Senorita,”  a musical, 
backgrounded  in  the  Latin-American  colony 
of  Los  Angeles. 


MONTREAL 


“T  eft  of  ^he  Line,”  most  complete  pictorial 
story™* of  the  invasion  of  Europe  from 
the  beachheads  of  Normandy  on  D-Day  to 
the  capture  of  Brussels  from  the  Nazis,  has 
reached  Canada  from  Great  Britain,  and  will 
be  distributed  before  the  end  of  the  month 
to  theatres  throughout  the  Dominion  . . . 
Australia  has  taken  up  the  bathing  beauty 
craze  and  the  Capitol  Theatre  in  Sydney, 
New  South  Wales,  has  launched  a contest 
to  discover  the  state’s  most  beautiful  girl, 
who  will  be  rewarded  with  a prize  equivalent 
to  $250.  As  is  the  case  in  America,  applause 
will  decide  the  winner.  The  theatre  is 
equipped  with  an  electric  meter  which  meas- 
ures sound  volume. 

An  unusual  film  attraction  has  drawn  hosts 
of  music  lovers  to  His  Majesty’s  Theatre  to 
enjoy  the  musical  film,  “Adventure  in  Music,” 
which  has  been  held  a second  week.  Featured 
in  the  film  is  Jose  Iturbi,  famous  pianist. 
Other  musical  and  dancing  stars  are  seen 
and  heard. 

Following  suppression  of  the  Gayety  in 
Montreal  for  exhibiting  stage  shows  on  Sun- 
days, J.  A..  Gauvin,  an  impresario,  has  been 
fined  $15  in  Quebec  for  a similar  contraven- 
tion of  the  provincial  law  . . . Alf.  Perry  and 
Gordon  Lightstone  were  among  those  in 
town  for  “Babe”  Koval’s  sendoff  party  at  the 
Mount  Royal. 
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Films  Sell  Canada, 
National  Board  Says 

MONTREAL — How  films  fight  for  Canada 
was  described  by  Ross  McLean,  deputy  film 
commissioner  of  the  National  Film  Board, 
in  a survey  contributed  to  Canadian  Indus- 
tries, Ltd.  He  commenced  his  report  by  quot- 
ing Film  Commissioner  John  Grierson,  who 
said:  “A  film  policy  for  Canada  has  been  the 
basic  policy  and  objective  of  the  board  since 
the  day  it  came  into  existence  in  May  1939 
with  the  passage  of  the  national  film  act. 
It  has  guided  us  through  five  years  of  ex- 
pansion.” 

Says  MacLean:  “The  original  staff  of  six, 
quartered  in  a single  room  of  Ottawa’s  West 
Block,  has  grown  to  more  than  500.  The 
board  has  regional  offices  and  field  workers 
in  all  parts  of  the  dominion,  and  offices  in 
London,  Washington,  New  York  and  Chicago. 

“Five  years  ago  the  production  of  a single 
one-reel  film  each  month  was  considered  an 
achievement.  Today  the  board’s  output 
ranges  from  350  to  400  films  a year  includ- 
ing training  films  for  the  services,  newsreel 
items  and  short  subjects  for  the  theatres,  and 
specialized  films  for  rural  audiences,  factory 
workers,  schools  and  adult  educational  groups 
all  over  the  country. 

Fills  Vital  Need 

“This  expansion  has  not  been  solely  a 
matter  of  wartime  growth.  It  has  happened 
because  a vital  need  existed  to  state  Can- 
ada’s case  to  the  world,  and  to  seize  for 
Canadians  the  bright  images  of  their  coun- 
try’s spectacular  development  and  accom- 
plishments. 

“Always  before  us  is  the  example  of  our 
neighbor,  the  United  States,  the  greatest 
film  producing  country  in  the  world,  and  this 
prompts  people  to  ask  why  Canada  does  not 
go  into  the  feature  picture  business.  The 
answer  is  that  the  outlay  is  so  enormous, 
that  it  could  never  be  recouped  in  our  domes- 
tic market  of  about  1,000  theatres. 

“So  we  have  concentrated  our  efforts  in 
fields  within  the  more  limited  film  produc- 
tion resources  of  a young  nation,  aiming  to 
broadcast  the  achievements  of  Canada  to 
her  friends  and  neighbors  abroad,  and  to 
tell  the  people  within  her  borders  of  their 
own  strength. 

“Most  theatre  patrons  are  familiar  with 
the  board’s  two  theatrical  series,  “Canada 
Carries  On”  and  “World  in  Action.”  In  the 
first,  the  emphasis  is  Canadian.  Such  films 
as  “Trans-Canada  Express,”  “Break- 
Through”  and  “Wounded  in  Action”  tell  of 
our  industrial  war  effort  and  of  the  exploits 
of  our  fighting  men.  “World  in  Action,”  in 
such  films  as  “Global  Air  Routes,”  “Inside 
France”  and  “Fortress  Japan,”  places  Can- 
ada’s role  in  perspective  against  the  epoch- 
making  events  of  our  time.  It  is  also  screened 
in  upward  of  5,000  United  States  theatres. 
The  Canadian  motion  picture  industry  has 
cooperated  fully  with  the  board  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  series,  which  circulate  on 
their  own  merits  in  the  commercial  field. 

An  Educational  Service 

“These  films  for  the  theatres  represent 
only  part  of  the  board’s  total  output.  The 
bulk  of  |NFB  films  are  distributed  as  an  in- 
formational and  educational  service  in  cir- 
cuits and  libraries  established  all  across 
Canada.  In  small  rural  communities  nearly 
400,000  persons  each  month  see  films  on 
agriculture,  industry  and  geography.  To  the 
board’s  90-odd  rural  circuits,  men,  women 
and  children  often  come  miles  even  in  the 
depths  of  winter  to  see  and  discuss  what 
may,  in  many  instances,  be  the  only  picture 
they  ever  witness. 

“The  backbone  of  the  board’s  general  non- 
theatrical contribution  consists  of  40  regional 
libraries,  where  films  may  be  rented  for  a 


nominal  fee  for  showing  in  schools,  univer- 
sities, church  halls  and  community  centers 
in  all  parts  of  the  dominion.  Volunteer 
projection  services  set  up  by  Kiwanis  Inter- 
national and  the  Junior  Boards  of  Trade  also 
help  in  setting  up  a practical  network  of 
film  distribution.” 

N.Y.  Salesmen  Talk 
Formation  of  Union 

(From  Eastern  Edition) 

NEW  YORK — Formation  of  a salesmen’s 
union  for  the  metropolitan  area  which  has 
been  discussed  for  years  but  has  been  left 
dormant  has  reached  the  stage  where  plans 
are  proceeding.  This  has  raised  many  ques- 
tions which  salesmen  themselves  are  dis- 
cussing. 

A preliminary  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  Some  of  the  major  distributors 
were  not  represented. 

According  to  the  salesmen,  the  demand  for 
a union  seems  to  have  been  crystalized  recent- 
ly by  the  increasing  inroads  of  booking  com- 
bines which,  they  believe,  may  adversely  af- 
fect them. 


ST.  JOHN 


l^orton  L.  Harrison  of  St.  John  is  unusual- 

11  ly  active,  physically  and  mentally,  for 
his  91  years.  Short  and  slender,  his  brisk 
walk  is  recognized  on  the  streets.  For  many 
years  he  led  the  Opera  House  orchestra 
and  in  more  recent  years  was  a violinist  in 
the  Capitol  (formerly  the  Imperial)  orches- 
tra, then  one  of  the  best  in  eastern  Canada. 
A baseball  player  in  his  youth,  he  was  later 
a professional  umpire. 

The  Gaiety  in  Halifax  was  the  only  pic- 
ture theatre  which  suspended  business  for 
Christmas  Day.  Even  the  usual  Sunday  mid- 
night show  was  eliminated  at  this  house. 
The  Gaiety  was  sealed  up  tightly  from  Sat- 
urday at  11  p.  m.  to  Tuesday,  December  26, 
at  1 p.  m.  Mai  Walker  is  owner  and  mana- 
ger of  this  third  run  dualer  located  in  the 
heart  of  the  city. 

There  was  plenty  of  noise  in  the  Halifax 
Capitol  one  morning  recently.  This  FPC  re- 
gional flagship  was  turned  over  to  the  Cana- 
dian navy  for  a party  for  children  of  navy 
men.  There  were  1,450  kids  and  250  adults 
for  a two  and  a half  hour  program  which  in- 
cluded some  cartoon  comedies  provided  by 
the  Capitol  . . . Mrs.  William  J.  McLaugh- 
lin, residing  in  Westmount,  Que.,  since  honey- 
mooning, is  the  former  Miss  Patricia  Fitz- 
gerald, a member  of  the  20th-Fox  staff  here. 
The  groom  is  also  a St.  Johner,  but  employed 
now  in  Montreal. 

Eric  Golding,  for  the  past  14  years  booker 
at  Regal  exchange  here,  is  chairman  of  the 
entertainment  committee  of  the  St.  John 
Fish  and  Game  Ass’n.  As  such  he  provides 
the  pictures  for  the  programs  arranged  by 
the  organization  each  year,  including  a mid- 
night show  at  the  Capitol. 

Freeman  Skinner  is  back  at  the  mana- 
gerial helm  of  the  Halifax  Orpheus  for  Fa- 
mous Players  after  being  ill  ...  A matter 
of  conjecture  among  filmers  since  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  sale  of  his  interest  in  the 
Spencer  circuit  to  Famous  Players  is  whether 
Spencer  or  FPC  has  the  majority  interest, 
or  if  it  is  really  a 50-50  deal.  Some  claim 
it  is  49  for  FPC  and  51  for  Spencer,  while 
others  maintain  it  is  the  other  way  ’round. 


Regina  Exchange  Is 
Government  Project 

CALGARY — At  its  first  meeting  of  the  year, 
the  Calgary  Film  Board  discussed  the  pro- 
posal by  the  CCF  government  of  Saskatche- 
wan to  secure  a film  exchange  in  the  capital 
city  of  Regina.  The  central  prairie  province 
now  is  served  from  the  exchanges  of  Winni- 
peg and  Calgary;  the  Manitoba  film  sales- 
men covering  the  eastern  half  of  Saskatche- 
wan, the  Calgary  salesmen  taking  in  the  west- 
ern half  in  their  extensive  territory. 

No  question  has  arisen  as  to  the  service 
from  these  neighboring  film  exchanges.  En- 
deavor is  being  made  as  part  of  the  self- 
contained  policy  announced  by  this  socialist 
government  since  gaining  power  at  the  re- 
cent election. 

Meantime  it  is  certain  that  the  CCF  will 
establish  a new  provincial  censor  for  their  own 
province.  Such  proposals  are  a distinct 
change  from  the  trend  these  past  few  years 
which  has  been  toward  cutting  down  ex- 
penses by  having  one  censor  only  for  the 
whole  west. 

If  provincial  film  exchange  and  a censor 
become  established  in  Saskatchewan,  film 
costs  will  definitely  rise  to  exhibitors  there. 
Charges  for  censorship  and  cutting  must  be 
borne  by  the  exhibitor  in  the  west.  Evidently 
the  CCF  government  seeks  wider  fields  for 
revenue. 

The  Calgary  film  board  decided  to  await 
action  by  the  government  of  Saskatchewan. 

Paper  Reports  a Deal 
In  E.  L.  Ruddy  Stock 

MONTREAL  — Holders  of  the  seven  per 
cent  preferred  shares  of  E.  L.  Ruddy  Co. 
have  been  advised  by  R.  A.  Daly  & Co.,  To- 
ronto, that  they  have  an  order  good  for  two 
weeks  from  Jan.  2,  1945,  to  purchase  stock 
at  $105  per  share  for  the  account  of  Claude 
Neon  General  Advertising,  Ltd.,  the  parent 
company,  the  Financial  Post  reports. 

No  dividend  has  been  paid  on  the  Ruddy 
preferred  since  Dec.  15,  1931,  so  that  arrears 
on  Dec.  15,  1944,  totaled  $91  per  share. 

Recent  market  quotations  on  the  preferred 
stock  of  E.  L.  Ruddy  Co.,  have  been  around 
$80  per  share  bid. 

R.  N.  Bryson  & Co.  feels  that  the  Claude 
Neon  management  should  make  the  E.  L. 
Ruddy  Co.,  1944  year-end  figures  available 
to  the  present  stockholders  before  purchas- 
ing their  stock.  The  present  offer,  he  said, 
is  grossly  unfair  to  the  shareholders  as  th« 
management  have  full  knowledge  of  the 
company’s  position  whereas  the  stockholders 
have  no  recent  information  upon  which  to 
base  an  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of 
selling  or  holding  their  stock. 

Australia  Producer  Has 
Best  Year  Since  1929 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA— The  annual  re- 
port of  the  directors  of  J.  C.  Williamson,  Ltd., 
Sydney  theatrical  producers,  just  released, 
shows  the  year  ended  June  30,  1944,  was  the 
best  enjoyed  by  the  firm  since  the  advent 
of  the  talking  picture  in  1929. 

Net  revenue  was  up  from  52,555  pounds 
sterling  to  59,435  pounds  in  the  previous 
year,  and  net  profits,  at  31,256  pounds,  were 
2,851  pounds  higher.  In  addition  to  the  prof- 
its from  trading  4,022  pounds  accrued  as  the 
year’s  proportion  of  capital  profit  made  on 
the  sale  of  the  company’s  Theatre  Royal, 
Melbourne,  several  years  ago,  according  to 
the  report. 

Dividends  were  restricted  to  six  per  cent 
on  preference  shares,  requiring  10,200  pounds 
and  2Vz  per  cent  on  ordinary  capital,  absorb- 
ing 9,375  pounds. 
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SELLinS  SCOTS 

Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


Broad  Appeal  in  a Reissue — 

Three-Point  Campaign 
Urged  for  " The  Cross' 


February  13  Birlhday 
Of  Women  Marines 

February  13  will  be  the  second  anniversary 
of  the  marine  corps  women’s  reserve. 

It  comes  between  Lincoln’s  birthday  and 
Valentine  Day,  an  unusual  opportunity  to 
tie  exploitation  in  with  the  war  effort  and 
recruiting. 

Women  marines  have  just  been  assigned  to 
the  Pacific  for  the  first  time. 


Group  Selling  Achieves 
Fine  Poli  Bond  Mark 

A program  evolved  from  experiences  in 
past  campaigns  achieved  excellent  results  for 
Loew’s  Poli  Theatre  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  in 
the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive,  George  Freeman, 
manager,  relates  in  a recent  summary  of  a 
bond-selling  idea  he  forwarded  to  SELLING 
SEATS. 

“In  former  drives  we  noted  that  best  re- 
sults were  accomplished  through  organiza- 
tion,” he  explains.  “We  had  worked  the  idea 
to  some  extent,  but  in  the  Sixth  we  decided 
to  concentrate  on  it.” 

Freeman  enlisted  a large  organization,  the 
Bnai  Brith,  in  marshalling  its  entire  mem- 
bership in  a drive  to  sell  enough  bonds 
through  the  theatre  to  entitle  the  group  to 
have  a bomber  named  for  it.  He  worked 
through  the  local  and  state  war  finance  com- 
mittees in  ,the  arrangement.  The  group  set 
up  a general  committee  and  35  teams,  every 
member  being  assigned  to  one. 

Whenever  a bond  was  bought  at  the  the- 
atre the  team  number  was  listed  on  the 
application.  The  resultant  contest  was  very 
productive,  members  buying  bonds  them- 
selves and  selling  all  their  friends  and  busi- 
ness associates.  Rallies  were  held  at  the 
lodge  hall,  attended  by  Loew  Poli  staffers 
who  made  out  the  bonds  on  the  spot.  At 
one  rally  $63,675  in  bonds  was  sold. 

Committee  meetings  were  held  each  week 
and  contact  with  the  theatre  was  constantly 
maintained.  The  net  result  was  the  cam- 
paign ended  with  $250,000  to  the  credit  of  the 
theatre  and  ta  bomber  named  for  the  Bnai 
Brith. 

Safety  Council  Promotes 
"Safety  Sleuth"  Business 

BUFFALO — The  M-G-M-Pete  Smith  short, 
“Safety  Sleuth,”  shown  at  Shea’s  Buffalo 
here,  received  swell  plugs  from  James  E. 
Corr,  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce  safety  council.  He  sent  letters  to 
all  plant  managers  in  the  area  urging  work- 
ers to  see  the  film. 

“Pete  Smith  and  M-G-M  have  made  a 
great  contribution  to  the  national  safety 
campaign  to  save  manpower  for  warpower,” 
said  Corr.  “ ‘Safety  Sleuth’  not  only  teaches 
a vital  safety  lesson,  but  it  is  excellent  en- 
tertainment.” 


Theatre  managers  who  have  shown  Cecil 
B.  De  Mille’s  spectacular  production  of  many 
years  ago,  “The  Sign  of  the  Cross,”  have  al- 
ready discovered  that  the  powerful  spec- 
tacle is  timeless  in  its  appeal  and  can  be 
profitably  sold  with  all  the  drive  of  the  finest 
first  rim  attractions  being  released  today. 

In  fact  the  picture  was  given  first  rim 
exploitation  on  its  recent  revival  at  the  Vic- 
toria Theatre  in  New  York  and  brought 
thrills  and  boxoffice  grosses  in  the  same 
fashion  that  it  did  on  its  original  release. 

Mints  Strong  Campaign 

The  picture  has  been  dressed  up  with  a 
modernized  prolog  and  deserves  and  justi- 
fies the  strongest  showmanship,  Seymour 
Morris,  advertising  and  publicity  director  of 
the  Schine  circuit,  pointed  out  in  a recent 
bulletin. 

“ ‘The  Sign  of  the  Cross’  is  full  of  intrigue 
and  has  a very  touching  love  story  . . . but 
the  fact  (remains  that  it  still  has  a strong 
religious  content  which  will  appeal  to  peo- 
ple,” Morris  wrote. 

His  advice  on  exploitation  of  the  film 
should  prove  valuable  to  theatre  managers 
throughout  the  country.  He  urged  Schine 
managers,  for  instance,  to  contact  local 
clergymen  and  impress  them  with  the  pow- 
erful religious  message  of  the  film  and  ask 
them  to  announce  its  playdates  from  the 
pulpit. 

“Arrange  a special  screening  for  the  clergy 
of  your  town,”  Morris  counseled.  “This  will 


be  a swell  picture  on  which  to  stage  benefits 
and  your  religious  organizations  will  jump 
at  it  because  they  do  not  often  have  a pic- 
ture of  this  type.” 

He  recommended  contacting  school 
authorities  and  possibly  arranging  special 
matinees  so  pupils  may  see  the  film.  As  he 
pointed  out,  there  is  an  entirely  new  gen- 
eration of  youngsters  to  play  to  with  the 
picture  and  most  educators  will  welcopie  the 
chance  to  have  these  children  see  the  film. 

For  those  people  to  whom  religious  pic- 
tures do  not  appeal  Morris  suggests  that  the 
theatre  manager  sell  the  cast  and  the 
intrigue-laden  plot  of  the  picturization  of 
the  court  of  the  Emperor  Nero. 

The  picture  is  studded  with  strong  box- 
office  names  such  as  Charles  Laughton, 
Claudette  Colbert  and  Fredric  March. 

“However,  don’t  mix  up  your  campaign,” 
Morris  wrote.  “Keep  your  individual  cam- 
paigns entirely  separate  — your  churches, 
your  schools  and  your  masses.  You  will  have 
three  big  campaigns  going  at  once  and  can 
give  them  everything  you’ve  got.” 


Start  "Remember"  Bally 

CINCINNATI — Continuous  daily  radio  spot 
announcements  over  all  networks  here  ex- 
cept one  are  part  of  the  promotional  cam- 
paign started  for  “Song  to  Remember,”  set 
to  open  for  an  indeterminate  run  at  RKO 
Palace  January  25. 


UNIQUE  FOR  RE- 
VIVAL— Paramount  was 
so  confident  it  had  a big 
boxoffice  attraction  in 
the  revival  of  Cecil  B. 
De  Mille’s  “The  Sign  of 
the  Cross”  it  put  on  a 
campaign  comparable 
with  the  biggest  new 
pictures.  This  sign  over 
the  Victoria  Theatre, 
New  York,  is  just  one 
phase  of  it.  New  rec- 
ords are  being  claimed. 
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“Victory  Cooperation  Hits  a High  Mark 


At  Kansas  City 

Exploiteers  have  engaged  in  veritable 
field  days  in  promoting  the  first  showings 
of  “Winged  Victory,”  possessing  not  only  a 
highly  entertaining  film  of  broad,  timely  ap- 
peal on  which  to  exercise  their  talents,  but 
also  the  national  army  relief  profit-sharing 


CofC,  Army,  Stores, 
War  Plants  Help 


War  plants,  Wacs,  uniformed  soldiers  and  local  stores  took  part 
in  a parade,  a scene  of  which  is  at  extreme  top,  publicizing  “Winged 
Victory”  at  Kansas  City.  Immediately  above  is  one  of  the  windows 


arranged  at  most  downtown  stores  on  the  film.  This  one  features 
a replica  of  the  famed  Victory  of  Samothrace  statue.  At  right: 
The  North  American  Aircraft  float  showing  a B25  eight-gun  nose. 


VICTORY* 
: CALUSTI 


At  left  is  shown  the  big  Uptown  lobby 
in  which  a B25  cockpit  and  a revolving 
P40  propeller  and  spinner  are  displayed, 
and  at  bottom  the  big  circular  front 
of  the  Uptown. 


hookup  to  assist  them. 

Cashing  in  on  the  possibilities  to  near  per- 
fection was  the  campaign  executed  for  the 
premiere  at  the  Uptown  Theatre  in  Kansas 
City  and  its  run  there  and  at  its  two  sister 
Fox  Midwest  first  runs,  the  Esquire  and  the 
Fairway. 

The  campaign  was  worked  out  by  Jay 
Frank,  20th-Fox  exploiteer;  John  McDer- 
mott, publicity  director  of  the  Kansas  City 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  Lieut.  William  Whit- 
more, specially  assigned  for  the  task  by  the 
war  department  from  a nearby  army  public 
relations  post;  Babe  Cohn,  Uptown  manager, 
and  his  assistant.  Dean  Meyers. 

As  the  names  in  the  above  paragraph  in- 
dicate, cooperation  was  the  feature  of  the 
campaign,  the  extent  of  which  is  indicated 
by  the  accompanying  pictures.  Exploiteer 
Frank  and  Manager  Cohn  interested  the 
right  persons,  and  then  let  them  go  ahead 
to  outstanding  results.  Local  war  plants,  ma- 
jor downtown  stores  and  station  KCKN  as- 
sisted in  one  or  several  activities,  including 
the  setting  of  many  window  displays,  the 
holding  of  a military  war  plant  parade 
downtown  and  effective  newspaper  art. 

A stage  ceremony  arranged  by  army  au- 
thorities in  cooperation  with  the  CofC  was 
a highlight,  offered  on  opening  night.  Col. 
Ralph  M.  Spake  awarded  a DSC,  a DFC,  and 
Air  Medal  with  a silver  cluster  and  an  Air 
Medal  with  a bronze  cluster  to  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Martin,  wife  of  Col.  Kenneth  Martin  who 
now  is  a war  prisoner  in  Germany.  The  near- 
by Sedalia  air  base  band  played  in  front  of 
the  Uptown  preceding  the  ceremony. 

The  picture  outgrossed  anything  the  three 
theatres  have  played  in  the  last  year. 
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The  Man  Who  Wears  This  Soto  Bums 
!h  Hi$  tAj»Et.  Has  Served  Ors  Country 
**  wosts  was  K And  has  Seen  Honorary 
Disc basses  Fro*  The  Armed  FOrces/Yob 
Owe  Him  Your  respect  And  Thanks  For 
Having  Done  His  Job/ 


Slyle  Show  Is  Among 
Many  'Singing'  Plugs 

ATLANTA — “Can’t  Help  Singing,”  which 
opened  at  the  Fox  Theatre  here,  was  given 
one  of  the  most  extensive  campaigns  ever 
given  to  such  a film  here  in  many  months. 

Perry  Spencer,  Universal  southern  adver- 
tising manager,  arranged  with  Davison-Pax- 
ton,  one  of  Atlanta’s  leading  department 
stores,  to  hold  a special  fashion  show  in 
conjunction  with  the  opening  of  the  musical. 
The  original  Jerome  Kern  songs  were  used 
as  the  musical  basis  of  the  show  with  blow- 
ups of  the  song  hits  as  backgrounds  of  elab- 
orate windows.  Arrangements  were  made  to 
secure  some  of  the  original  costumes  worn 
by  Deanna  Durbin  for  a window  display. 

Radio  time  was  used  as  well  as  plenty  of 
extra  newspaper  space  along  with  special  ad- 
vance lobby  displays,  teaser  ads,  trailers  and 
story  breaks  in  both  of  the  local  newspapers. 

History  of  Canteens  Is 
Told  in  Warners  Poster 

In  conjunction  with  its  booklets  to  educa- 
tors, librarians  and  civic  groups  Warners’  edu- 
cational department  is  sending  out  large  two- 
color  posters  in  large  quantities.  The  poster, 
printed  in  red  and  blue  ink,  is  17x22  inches 
in  size.  The  history  of  canteens  for  service 
men  is  traced  through  pictures  and  copy  from 
Valley  Forge  to  the  present  day  “Hollywood 
Canteen.” 

Headed  “America  Knows  How”  the  copy 
states  that  America  knows  how  to  provide 
“the  kind  of  entertainment  and  recreation 
for  its  service  men  that  makes  every  Ameri- 
can proud  to  be  on  our  side.”  It  continues: 

American  know-how  provided  canteens  for  our 
boys  at  Valley  Forge,  in  the  Civil  War,  in  World 
War  I.  And  today  at  the  Hollywood  Canteen, 
America's  greatest  motion  picture  players  have 
united  to  give  service  men  the  finest  entertainment 
in  the  world  and  one  of  the  greatest  examples  of 
democratic  community  enterprise.  That's  the  inspir- 
ing story  told  in  the  film,  "Hollywood  Canteen." 

One  of  the  illustrations  is  an  old  sketch 
showing,  that  “one  of  the  bright  moments 
amidst  the  suffering  at  Valley  Forge  was  the 
arrival  of  the  first  American  canteen.” 

Another  old  sketch  is  captioned:  “Soldiers 
in  the  1860s  had  their  moments  of  relaxation 
at  canteens  set  up  along  the  line  of  march.” 
It  shows  women  in  hoopskirts  distributing 
food  and  drink  to  Civil  War  soldiers. 

A photograph  shows  a Red  Cross  canteen 
unit  in  action  in  World  War  I and  two  other 
illustrations  are  scenes  of  the  current  Holly- 
wood canteen  in  operation. 


Tattler  s Wishes  for  ' 45 ; 
Also  Three  Showmens 

Omaha — In  listing  New  Year’s  hopes 
the  Omaha  Town  Tattler  puts  first,  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  that  do  not  use  the 
adjective  “glorious”  in  front  of  color 
films;  second,  people  Who  say  to  him,  “I 
read  your  review  of  the  picture,  now  tell 
me  what  you  really  thought  of  it.” 

He  adds  that  William  Miskell,  William 
Singer  and  R.  D.  Goldberg,  who  direct  the 
local  downtown  houses,  would  ask  the  fol- 
lowing: 

To  be  saved  from  boys  and  girls  who 
run  out  every  five  minutes  for  a drink  of 
water,  followed  by  their  mothers,  all  of 
whom  push  through  an  entire  row  of  cus- 
tomers. 

To  be  spared  the  hazards  of  the  patron 
who  sits  with  one  foot  stuck  out  into  the 
aisle. 

The  guy  who  walks  in  sober  with  a flask 
on  his  hip  which  he  guzzles  while  watch- 
ing the  picture. 

A law  against  persons  coming  in  who 
talk  until  they  get  seated. 


STUDY  IN  INSIGNIA— Bobby  sockers 
and  war  plant  widows  of  men  fighting 
overseas  in  particular,  and  patrons  in 
general  spend  a great  deal  of  time  spot- 
ting out  insignia,  awards  and  medals  of 
military  forces  in  a master  display  in 
the  lobby  of  Chicago’s  Telenews  thea- 
tre. Hundreds  of  persons  come  each 
week  just  to  view  this  display,  attests 
Joseph  Odendhal,  Telenews  resident 
manager. 


PUBLICIZE  DISCHARGE  BUTTON— 
F&M-St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  theatres 
are  going  all-out  to  acquaint  theatregoers 
with  the  button  worn  by  honorably  dis- 
charged veterans  of  World  War  II.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Lieut.  Thomas  G. 
Arthur  of  the  army  air  corps,  who  re- 
cently returned  after  50  missions,  the 
above  flat  30x40,  and  a trailer  were  placed 
in  all  of  the  35  first  run  and  neighbor- 
hood houses  in  St.  Louis  under  Harry  C. 
Arthur  jr.  Additional  copies  of  the  30x40 
and  prints  of  the  trailer  were  shipped  to 
Marco  Wolff  in  Los  Angeles  for  use  at 
the  two  F&M  houses  there,  and  additional 
prints  were  sent  to  Milton  Arthur  for  use 
in  his  chain  of  theatres  on  the  west  coast. 


Unusual  Front — Two  Lobby  Pieces 


UNUSUAL  LIGHTING  EFFECT— The  blowups  in  the  corners  of  the  top 
piece  of  this  front  are  on  transparencies  illuminated  from  the  rear  by  fluorescent 
tubes.  They  were  used  by  Charles  Moss,  managing  director  of  Loew’s  Criterion, 
New  York.  Where  a manager  does  not  want  to  go  to  this  expense  an  interesting 
effect  could  be  obtained  by  setting  back  the  blowups  with  illumination  from  bulbs 
or  tubes. 
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Exploitation  in  the  Early  Days ; Joe 
Gerbrach  Recalls  "Baby"  Stunt 


AMES,  IOWA — Joe  V.  Gerbrach,  manager 
of  the  Ames  Theatre  Co.,  recently  completed 
32  years  as  a showman  here.  Looking  back 
over  his  colorful  career,  Gerbrach,  who  has 
interest  in  the  Collegian,  New  Ames,  Var- 
sity and  Capitol  theatres  in  Ames,  told  of 
some  of  his  more  outstanding  exploitation 
stunts. 

On  one  occasion,  he  recalls,  he  conceived 
the  idea  of  presenting  a baby  as  a gift  from 
the  stage  of  one  of  his  theatres  to  the  holder 
of  a lucky  ticket. 

This  aroused  the  ire  of  citizens  throughout 
the  countryside.  Legal  action  was  threat- 
ened, but  Joe  held  firm. 

“This  baby  is  from  a very  fine  family  and 
its  mother  can’t  take  care  of  it  much  longer,” 
he  explained  to  one  delegation  who  pro- 
tested. “I’m  going  ahead  with  my  plan.” 

The  Audience  Gasped 

And  he  did.  From  the  stage  he  presented 
the  baby,  dressed  up  in  pink  ribbons  in  a 
fancy  baby  buggy. 

The  audience  gasped.  The  “baby”  turned 
out  to  be  a juvenile  pig,  straight  from  the 
farm  of  one  of  Joe’s  friends. 

Joe’s  completion  of  32  years  in  the  local 
motion  picture  industry  was  observed  by 
the  Ames  Daily  Tribune  in  two  successive 
editions.  Each  story  began  on  page  one, 
running  inside  the  paper  for  a total  of  about 
four  columns.  That’s  what  they  think  of 
Joe  in  Ames. 

Gerbrach  started  his  career  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Scenic  Theatre  from  H.  W. 
Coulson  in  1912.  Joe  was  still  in  high  school 
at  the  time. 

He  tells  it  this  way:  “My  brother,  Wilford, 
and  I,  tried  to  attend  to  everything.  We 
had  one  helper  in  addition  to  my  two  sis- 
ters, and  we  were  the  janitor,  the  projec- 
tion machine  operator,  the  advertising  man- 
ager, the  cashier  and  ticket-taker. 

“We  had  two  big  blackboards  out  in  front 
for  advertising,  and  as  you  never  knew  what 
the  picture  would  be  until  the  film  came, 
its  arrival  would  be  followed  by  a mad 


scramble  to  write  the  announcement  on  the 
blackboard.  We  had  only  single  reel  movies 
then,  and  many  of  them  were  only  a half 
a reel  long.” 

Acquires  Another  House 

The  original  theatre  proved  to  be  a paying 
proposition,  and  about  the  time  Joe  was 
graduated  in  1913,  the  sisters  and  Joe  took 
over  another  house — the  Twin  Star — staging 
as  their  open  attraction,  “The  Black  Chan- 
cellor,” the  first  three-reel  picture  to  be  pre- 
sented in  Ames. 

When  Joe  joined  the  marines  in  the  first 
world  war,  his  sister  managed  the  theatre 
during  his  absence  and  shortly  after  his  re- 
turn they  purchased  two  more  theatres,  the 
Princess  and  the  American. 

Both  were  remodeled  and  redecorated  and, 
in  1929,  the  Princess,  again  remodeled,  was 
opened  as  the  Capitol.  The  American  was 
later  remodeled  into  the  New  Ames. 

In  1927  A.  H.  Blank  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  Ames  Theatre  Co.  In  1937  the  new 
$140,000  Collegiate  was  constructed,  and  in 
1938  the  Varsity  Theatre  was  built. 

Gerbrach  has  had  other  ventures  in  ad- 
dition to  the  motion  pictures.  In  1924  he 
and  his  brother,  Jerry,  established  the  first 
airport  in  Ames,  and  brought  the  first  cabin 
airplane  to  Iowa.  They  operated  the  airport 
from  1924-1929. 

Actors  Are  His  Favorites 

He  still  is  as  enthusiastic  about  motion 
pictures  as  when  he  started  out  32  years 
ago.  He  says  all  actors  and  actresses  are 
his  favorites  and  works  14  hours  daily  in 
his  office  at  the  Collegian  Theatre. 

Joe  recalled  another  promotion  stunt  that 
caused  him  some  headaches. 

It  seems  Joe  was  attempting  to  stress  the 
high  quality  of  one  of  his  shows.  For  the 
occasion  he  hired  a stunt  man  and  put  him 
on  stilts  which  placed  the  man’s  head  on 
a level  with  second  story  windows  in  the 
city. 

The  stilt  man  carried  a sign  which  read 


“High  in  Quality”  and  mentioned  several 
pictures  which  were  coming  to  Ames.  Joe 
congratulated  himself  at  the  time  for  this 
“good  idea.” 

An  hour  later,  an  irate  woman  complained 
about  the  stilt  walker.  “He’s  looking  through 
my  windows,”  the  woman  said,  and  demanded 
Joe  get  rid  of  the  stilt  walker  immediately! 

In  advertising  for  the  “Black  Box,”  a 
serial,  Joe  had  a giant  box  kite  built  to 
carry  a 3x30-foot  banner. 

"That  was  some  kite,”  he  recalls.  “It 
was  capable  of  lifting  about  75  pounds  and 
we  put  it  up  in  the  morning  and  it  stayed 
up  all  day.  But  once  school  was  out,  our 
troubles  started. 

“One  of  the  lads  who  came  down  to  watch 
the  kite  lured  one  of  our  guards  away,  and 
the  next  thing  we  knew  another  lad  had 
cut  the  cord  and  away  went  our  kite.” 

Midget  Has  His  Woes 

Souvenir  hunters,  school  kids,  caused  Joe 
trouble  in  another  stunt,  too.  On  that  oc- 
casion, Joe  had  hired  a small  young  fellow 
to  act  the  part  of  Charlie  Chaplin — cane, 
moustache,  shoes,  walk  and  everything.  The 
midget,  for  that’s  what  he  was,  paraded  the 
Ames  streets  for  one  whole  morning,  but 
about  noon  made  a technical  error  by  walking 
past  old  Central  school. 

Joe  came  driving  by  about  that  time.  There 
stood  the  midget,  clad  in  underwear  and 
with  tears  streaming  down  his  face. 

“Those  kids  had  stripped  him  of  almost 
all  his  clothes  for  souvenirs,”  Joe  said. 

For  “Shepherd  of  the  Hills,”  Joe  rented 
six  sheep  and  put  them  in  a pen  in  front 
of  one  of  his  theatres. 

“In  those  days,”  he  said,  “I  was  ticket 
taker,  janitor,  and  a lot  of  things.  The  first 
thing  I knew  there  was  a lot  of  noise  in 
front  of  the  theatre.  I went  out  and  found 
no  sheep.  The  sheep  were  going  up  the 
street,  each  in  the  arms  of  a very  husky 
young  college  student. 

“We  finally  rounded  them  up— all  but  one. 
That  one  probably  ended  up  in  the  stew 
next  day.” 

Two  stunts  with  airplanes  also  caused  Joe 
some  trouble — but  got  him  notice  through- 
out the  nation. 

The  first  happened  when  Joe  was  trying 
to  attract  attention  to  one  of  the  first  films 
in  which  an  airplane  played  an  important 
part. 

“I  took  our  plane  up  and  began  to  stunt 
it  a little— mostly  rolls  and  stuff  like  that. 
I had  a coat  lying  in  the  vacant  seat  and 
the  first  thing  I knew  out  it  fell.  I watched 
where  it  landed,  approximately,  and  came 
down  to  the  Tribune  office  and  put  in  an  ad. 

“It  was  one  of  the  first  ads  in  history  for 
something  which  had  been  lost  from  a plane. 
But  the  coat  was  returned.  Someone  found 
it  in  a corn  field.” 

A “Bombing”  Backfires 

Perhaps  the  most  serious  backfire  of  a 
stunt  involved  a flight  by  Joe  and  his 
brother  Jerry  on  the  morning  before  a foot- 
ball game  at  Iowa  State  college  in  Ames. 
Joe  thought  it  might  be  a good  idea  t 
“bomb”  the  college  and  the  city  with  hand 
bills. 

So,  on  the  ground,  they  arranged  a home- 
made bomb  around  a bunch  of  circulars,  set 
it  off,  listened  to  the  bang  and  noted  with 
a great  deal  of  satisfaction  that  the  circu- 
lars were  scattered  over  a wide  area. 

Came  the  flight — about  2,000  feet  up — Joe 
tossed  another  such  bomb  over  the  side.  It 
promptly  caught  in  the  slip  stream,  flew 
back  to  the  tail  and  lodged  there!  The 
bomb  proved  Joe’s  ability  at  munitions  mak- 
ing by  exploding  as  planned. 

“It  blew  our  ship  into  a spin  and  took  off 
most  of  our  tail  surfaces,”  Joe  says,  “and  it 
scared  us  to  death.  We  had  enough  surface 
to  get  back  to  port,  and  we  succeeded  in  at- 
tracting attention.  That’s  for  sure.” 


CHILDREN’S  SHOW  NOW  SEVEN— Recess  Time,  a children’s  show  held 
every  Saturday  morning  at  the  Mullin  & Pinanski  circuit’s  State  Theatre  in  Port- 
land, Me.,  now  is  in  its  seventh  year.  The  show,  originated  by  Manager  Harry  M. 
Botwick,  is  publicized  as  the  “circus  of  fun.”  Botwick  is  seated  at  the  right  of  the 
stage  in  the  lion  booth.  Bert  Smith  of  station  WCSH,  master  of  ceremonies,  is  at 
the  left  in  the  tiger  booth. 
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Columbia 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 

5408  Idle  Roomers  (16/z)  • ■ • 7-16 
5424  Pick  a Peck  of  Plumbers 

(17)  7-23  ± 9 

6425  Wedded  Bliss  (17) 8-18  + 11 

6426  Gold  Is  Where  You 

Lose  It  (16!/2)  9-1  ± 11 

6401  Gents  Without  Cents  (19)  9-22 

6421  Strife  of  the  Party 

(16)  10-13  + 12 

6427  Open  Season  for  Saps 

(18)  10-27  ± 12 

6428  Design  for  Loving  (21).  . 11-  3 + 12 

6409  A Knight  and  a Blonde 

(14)  11-17 

6402  No  Dough,  Boys  (17)... 11-24 

6429  Heather  and  Yon  (17)  . 12-  8 

6422  She  Snoops  to  Conquer 

(18)  12-29 

6410  Woo,  Woo!  (16) 1-  5 

6403  Three  Pests  in  a Mess 

(15)  1-19 

6430  Snooper  Service  (141/2)  • • 2-  2 

6431  Off  Again,  On  Again  (..)  2-16 

6432  Two  Local  Yokels  (..)..  3-  2 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

(Technicolor) 

6501  Dog,  Cat  & Canary  (6)  1-  5 

6502  Rippling  Romance  (..).  2-  9 

6503  Fiesta  Time  ( . . ) 3-  2 

COMMUNITY  SING 

6651  No.  1 (Leibert) 

Love,  Love,  Love  (9/z)  8-25  + 11-18 

6652  No.  2 (Baker)  Ikky,  Tikky 

Tambo  (9)  10-12  + 11-18 

6653  No.  3 (Baker)  Swinging  on  a 

Star  (10)  11-10  

6654  No.  4 (Leibert)  Hot  Time 

in  Berlin  (9) 12-1  

5657  Christmas  Carols  (reissue) 

<10'/2>  12-8 

6655  (Baker)  Tico  Tico  (9)  . 1-  1 

6656  No.  6 (Baker)  Very 

Thought  of  You  (..)..  2-  9 .... 

FILM-VODVEL 
5955  No.  5 Featuring  Novak’s  Com- 
edy Band  (10) 4-21  + 5-13 

6951  Featuring  Kehoe's  Marimba 

Band  (11)  9-1  ••  • 

6952  Featuring  Al  Trace’s  Comedy 

Band  (11)  10-27  + 12-2 

6953  Featuring  Rootin'  Tootin’ 

Band  (11)  12-  8 

6954  Featuring  Korn  Kobblers 

(11)  2-  2 

FOX  & CROW 

(Technicolor) 

5754  Mr.  Moocher  <7'/2) 9-  8 

6751  Be  Patient,  Patient  (7)..  11-30 

6752 The  Egg  Yegg  (..) 1-19 

6753  Kukunuts  ( . . ) 3-23 

LIT.  ABNER 

(Technicolor) 

5603  A Peekoolyar  Sitcheeay- 

shun  (7)  8-11 

6601  Porkuliar  Piggy  (7) 10-13  + 

6602  Kickapoo  Juice  (..) 1-12 

PANORAMICS 

5904  Traditions  of  Mexico  (8)  4-18 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

5709  Mr.  Fore  by  Fore  (6'/2) . 7-  7 + 

5710  Case  of  the  Screaming  Bishop 

(7)  8-4  ± 

6701  Mutt'n  Bones  (7) 8-25  ± 

6702  As  the  Fly  Flies  (6)... 11-17 

6703  Goofy  News  Views  (..).  3-2 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

6851  No.  1 (G.l.  Joe  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  8-25  44 

6852  No.  2 (The  Mike  Goes  to 

War)  (10)  9-22  

6853  No.  3 (Ken  Murray,  M.  C.) 

(10)  10-19  

6854  No.  4 (Variety-Mowbray) 

<9'/2)  11-22 

6855  No.  5 (Gl  Janes  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  12-28  

6856  No.  6 (Vallee-Allen)  (9)  1-26  

6857  No.  7 (Mem'l  to  T.  Mix-W. 

Rogers)  ( . . ) 2-25  .... 

SPORT  REELS 

5810  G.l.  Sports  (10) 7-28  4+  9-9 

6801  K9-Kadets  (10 /2)  9-8  

6802  Hedge  Hoppers  (9) 10-20  44  12-  2 

6803  Aqua  Maids  (9'/2) 11-24  

6804  Striking  Champions  (10). 12-22  .... 

6805  Kings  of  the  Fairway 

(••)  2-2 

6806  Rough  and  Tumble  (..).  3-  2 .... 


12-  2 


9-  9 


9-  9 
11-  4 


11-18 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 

(Technicolor) 

T-511  Through  the  Colorado 

Rockies  (9/z)  ......  .10-23 

T-512  Grand  Canyon — Pride 

of  Creation  (9)  11-27 

T-513  Salt  Lake  Diversions  (9)12-25 
T-514  A Day  in  Death  Valley 

(9)  1-22 

T-515  Visiting  St.  Louis  (9)..  2-19 
T-516  Mackinac  Island  (9)..  3-18 
T-517  Along  the  Cactus  Trail 

(9)  4-15 

T-518  Colorful  Colorado  (8)..  5-20 
T-519  Roaming  Through  Arizona 

(9)  6-3 

T-520  City  of  Brigham  Young 

(9Zz ) 6-17 

T-521  Monumental  Utah  (9/z)  7-29 
T-522  Wandering  Here  and 

There  (..)  12-9 

....  Shrines  of  Yucatan  (9) 

MINIATURES 

M -581  My  Tomato  (7) 12-4 


M-583  No  News  Is  Good  News 


+ 


12-25 

12-25 

2-12 

2-12 

4-22 

4-22 

6-10 


+ 6-10 


44  8-26 


+ 1-13 


M -584  Tale  of  a Dog  (11). 
M-585  A Great  Day’s  Coming 

(11)  

M-586  Important  Business 

(ID  


U.S.A. 


M-58S  ©Somewhere, 

(10)  

M-589  Nostradamus  IV  (10). 


(Technicolor) 


W-454  What’s  Buzzin'  Buzzard? 

(8)  


12-25 

+ 

1-29 

12-18 

+ 

12-25 

4-15 

+ 

4-22 

4-22 

44 

4-22 

4-29 

4+ 

4-15 

5-20 

44 

6-10 

6-  3 

44 

7-29 

9-30 

44 

10-21 

)ONS 

10-  9 

44 

10-16 

10-23 

4+ 

10-16 

11-27 

+ 

11-20 

12-25 

12-25 

1-22 

2-19 

2-26 

-4- 

4-29 

4-  1 

+ 

4-22 

4-22 

-4- 

6-10 

5-  6 

44 

4-22 

6-  3 

+ 

6-  3 

6-24 

7-22 

+ 

8-26 

9-  9 

8-26 

-4- 

8-26 

).... 

+ 

10-21 

W-539  Big  Heel-Watha  (8) . 

W-540  Puttin’  On  the  Dog 
W-541  Mouse  Trouble  (7) . .12-23 
W-542  Barney  Bear’s  Polar  Pests 

(..)  12-30 

W-543  Screwy  Truant  (..)■■■  1-13 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

M-G-M  SPECIALS 

A-501  Dark  Shadows  (22)...  12-16  44 


DAY 


12-30 


OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-497  Little  Miss  Pinkerton 

(11)  9-18  ± 10-16 

C-498  Three  Smart  Guys  (11). 10-23 

C-499  Radio  Bugs  (9) 4-1  -t- 

C-500  Dancing  Romeo  (10)..  4-29  + 


2-12 

4-15 


PASSING  PARADE 

K-488  Storm  (10)  • ••10-23  4+  10-16 

K-489  To  My  Unborn  Son  (9)10-30  44  12-18 
K-490This  Is  Tomorrow  (9).  .11-27  44  11-  7 

K-571  The  Immortal  Black- 

smith  (10)  5-20  +4  6-10 

K-572  Grandpa  Called  It  Art 

(10)  7-15 

K-573  Return  From  Nowhere  (10)..  44  10-21 

K-574  A Lady  Fights  Back 

(10)  H-11  44  12-30 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

1-470  Scrap  Happy  (9) 9-4  + 

1-471  Fixin’  Tricks  (10) 9-18  + 

472  Football  Thrills  of  1942 

(10)  9-25  44 

1-473  Tips  on  Trips  (10)  •••  .11-13 

i-474  Water  Wisdom  (9) 11-27  ± 

1-551  Practical  Joker  (10) ...  1-  8 + 

1-552  Home  Maid  (10) 2-19  + 

1-553  Groovie  Movie  (10)  • • ■ 4-  8 44 
•554  Sportsman's  Memories 

(10)  4-22  44 

■555  Movie  Pests  (10) 7-8  44 

-556  Sports  Quiz  (10) 9-  2 44 

•557  Football  Thrills  of  1943 

(8)  8-18 

558  Safety  Sleuth  (10) ...  11-25  44 


9-18 

10-16 

10-16 

12-25 

2-12 

2-19 

4-15 

4-22 

8-12 

8-26 

10-21 

12-30 


Paramount 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


GEORGE  PAL  PUPPETOONS 

(Technicolor) 

U3-5  And  to  Think  I Saw  It  on  Mul- 
berry Street  (7!/2) ...  5-  5 44  6-24 

U3-6  Jasper  Goes  Hunting 

<7'/2)  7-28  44  8-26 

U4-1  Jasper’s  Paradise  (7'/2)  10-13  44  10-  7 

U4-2  Two-Gun  Rusty  (7i/2)  . .12-l  44  11-4 

U4-3  Hot  Lip  Jasper  (8) 1-  5 44  12-30 

U4-4  Jasper  Tell  (..) 3-23 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORTLIGHTS 


R3-  7 Trail  Breakers  (9'/2) . . 4-28 
R3-  8 Speed  Couriers  (9/z)  ■ 6-  9 
R3-  9 Catch  'Em  and  Eat  ’Em 

(10)  7-  7 

R3-10  Furlough  Fishing  (9/z)  8-25 
R4-  1 Rhythm  on  Wheels 

(9/z)  10-  6 

R4-  2 Broncs  & Brands  (9/z).  11-  3 
R4-  3 Long  Shots  or  Favorites 

(9/z)  12-  8 

R4-4  Out  Fishin’  (..) 1-26 

R4-5  Blue  Winners  (..) 2-23 

R4-6  (Untitled)  (. .)  3-30 

HEADLINER 

A2-11  Three  Bears  in  a Boat 

(10)  

A2-12  Yours  Truly  (10) .... 

A2-13  Stuffy  in  ’’Down  With 
Everything"  (9)  

LITTLE  LULU 

(Technicolor) 

D3-3  Lulu  Gets  the  Birdie  (8)  3-31 


5-19  = 


8-18 
9-  8 
9-29 


D3-4  In  Hollywood  (8) 

D3-5  Lucky  Lulu  (7/z) 6-30 

D3-6  It’s  Nifty  to  Be  Thrifty 

(8)  

D3-7  I’m  Just  Curious  (7)... 

D3-8  Indoor  Outing  (8) 

D4-1  At  the  Zoo  (..) 11-17 

D4-2  Birthday  Party  (..) 12-29 

D4-3  Beau  Ties  (..) 3-  2 

MUSICAL  PARADES 

(Technicolor) 

FF3-4  Showboat  Serenade  (20)  4-14 

FF3-5  Fun  Time  (20) 6-16 

FF3-6  Halfway  to  Heaven  (19)  8-25 

FF4-1  Bonnie  Lassie  (19) 10-  6 

FF4-2  Star  Bright  (20) 12-15 

FF4-3  Bombalera  (20)  2-9 

NOVELTOON 

(Technicolor) 

P3-4  Suddenly  It’s  Spring  (10)  4-28 
P4-1  Yankee  Doodle  Donkey 

(8)  10-27 

P4-2  Gabriel  Churchkitten 

(.  ) 12-15 

P4-3When  Gl  Johnny  Comes 

Home  (. .)  2-2 

P4-4  A Lamb  in  a Jam  (..)..  3-30 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

E3-  2 Marry-Go-Round  (7i/2)  12-31 
E3-  3 We’re  on  Our  Way  to  Rio 


(8) 


4-21 


7-21  + 


E3-  4 Anvil  Chorus  Girl  (7)..  5-26 
E3-  5 Spinach-Packin’  Popeye 

O/z)  

E3-  6 Puppet  Love  (7/z)  • ■ • • 8-11 
E3-  7 Pitching  Woo  at  the  Zoo 

(7)  9-1 

E3-  8 Moving  Aweigh  (7) . . . . 9-22 
E4-  1 She-Sick  Sailors  (..).. 12-  8 
E4-  2 Pop-Pie-Ala  Mode  (..)l-26 
E4-  3 Tops  in  the  Big  Top  (..)  3-16 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 

(Color) 


5-13 

8-26 


8-12 

8-26 


10-  7 

11- 18 


+ 12-30 


8-20 

9-3 

9-24  44  10-30 


+ 


5-13 

7- 29 

8- 12 

10-21 

10-21 

12-30 


4- 22 

5- 20 

6- 24 

10-  7 

11- 25 

12- 30 


44  6-24 


+ 1-29 


6-24 

8-12 

8-12 

11- 25 

10-21 

12- 30 


J3-4  No.  4 (10)  

4-  7 

44 

5-20 

J3-5  No.  5 (10)  

6-  2 

6-24 

J3-6  No.  6(10)  

8-4 

44 

8-26 

J4-1  No.  1 (10)  

10-20 

+ 

10-21 

J4-2  No.  2 (10)  

12-22 

+ 

11-18 

J4-3  No.  3 ( . . ) 

2-16 

SPEAKING  OF  ANIMALS 

Y3-4  Your  Pet  Problem  (9)..  5-19  .... 

Y3-5  In  a Harem  (9) 7-14  + 7-29 

Y3-6  Monkey  Business  (8) 9-15  + 10-  7 

Y4-1  As  Babies  (9) 11-24  + 11-18 

Y4-2  Who's  Who  in  Animal 

Land  (9)  1-19  44  12-30 

Y4-3  In  the  Public  Eye  (..).  3-16  

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 

(Color) 

L3-5  No.  5 (10)  6-23  4)  7-29 

L3-6  No.  6 (10)  8-1  

L4-1  No.  1 (10)  11-10  + 11-18 

L4-2  No.  2 ( . . ) 1-12  

L4-3  No.  3 ( . . ) 3-9  


RKO  Radio 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

34.109  The  Old  Army  Game 

(7)  11-5 

34.110  Home  Defense  (8)...  11-26 

34.111  Chicken  Little  (9) 12-17 

34.112  The  Pelican  and  the 

Snipe  (9)  1-7 

34.113  How  to  Be  a Sailor  (7)  1-28 

34.114  Trombone  Trouble  (7)  2-18 

34.115  How  to  Play  Golf  (8).  3-10 

34.116  Donald  Duck  and  the 

Gorilla  (7)  3-31 

34.117  Contrary  Condor  (8) . . 4-21 

34.118  Commando  Duck  (7). 

54.101  Springtime  for  Pluto 

(7)  

54.102  Plastics  Inventor  (7). 

54.103  First  Aiders  (7) 

54.104  How  to  Play  Football 

(8)  

54.105  Donald’s  Off  Day  (7). 12-  8 

54.106  Tiger  Trouble  (7)....  1-  5 

The  Clock  Watcher  (8) 


5- 12 

6- 23 
9-  1 
9-22 

9-15 


44 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


+ 


12-  4 
12-25 
1-29 

1-22 

3-18 

3- 18 

4- 22 

4- 15 

5- 27 
5-27 

7- 29 

8- 26 
10-21 

u-u 

12-30 

1-13 

1-13 


EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 


+ 

+ 

44 


44 


4-14 
6-  9 
9-  1 


+ 


43.402  Unlucky  Dog  (15)...  11-12 

43.403  Prunes  and  Politics  (16)  1-  7 

43.404  Love  Your  Landlord 

(18)  3-  3 

43.405  Radio  Rampage  (16) . . 4-28 

43.406  The  Kitchen  Cynic  (IS)  7-23 

53.401  Feather  Your  Nest 

(IS)  10-23 

53.402  Alibi  Baby  (18) 1-  5 

FLICKER  FLASHBACKS 

44.203  No.  3 (9)  10-29  + 

44.204  No.  4 (9)  11-26  + 

44.205  No.  5 (9)  12-24  + 

44.206  No.  6 (9)  1-21 

44.207  No.  7 (10)  2-18  ± 

54.201  No.  1 (10)  9-15  ± 

54.202  No.  2 (10)  10-27 

54.203  No.  3 (8%)  

HEADLINER  REVIVALS 

43.202  Rhythm  on  the 

Rampage  (18)  10-8  ^ 

43.203  Romancing  Along  (21).  11-  5 

43.204  Music  Will  Tell  (18). 12-  3 

53.201  Songs  of  the  Colleges 

(15)  9-8 

53.202  Swing  It  (16) 10-20 

53.203  Swing  Vacation  (19)..  12-  1 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

43.702  Cutie  on  Duty  (IS)  - - 10-29  + 

43.703  Wedtime  Stories  (17).  12-24  ± 

43.704  Say  Uncle  (18) 2-18  + 

43.705  Poppa  Knows  Worst 

(17)  

43.706  Girls!  Girls!  Girls!  (17) 

53.701  Triple  Trouble  (17)... 

53.702  He  Forget  to  Remember 

(17)  10-27 

PATHE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

44.302  Joe  Kirkwood  (9) . . 

44.303  Stars  & Strikes  (9) 

44.304  Mountain  Anglers  (9).  12-  3 

44.305  Co-Ed  Sports  (8) . . . 

44.306  Basket  Wizards  (8) . 

44.307  Mallard  Flight  (9) . . 

44.308  On  Point  (8) 

44.309  Past  Performances  (8 

44.310  Boys  Camps  (8) . . . . 

44.311  Boot  and  Spur  (8) . . . 

44.312  Ski  Chase  (8) 

44.313  Swim  Ballet  (8) 

54.301  Harness  Racers  (8).. 

54.302  School  for  Dogs  (8) . 

54.303  Saddle  Starlets  (8) . . 

54.304  Parallel  Skiing  (8) . . 

THIS  IS  AMERICA 

54,302  School  for  Dogs  (8)...  10-  6 
33,113  Children  of  Mars  (20)  10-22 

43.101  Sailors  All  (20) 11-19 

43.102  Letter  to  a Hero  (18) 

43.103  New  Prisons — New  Men 

(17)  

43.104  Mail  Call  (17) 2-11 

43.105  News  Front  (16) 3-10 

43.106  Aircraft  Carrier  (16) 

43.107  Viva  Mexico  (17).. 

43.108  Hot  Money  (17)... 

43.109  They  Fight  Again  (1 

43.110  Rockefeller  Center  (1 

43.111  Brazil  Today  (18) . . . 8-25 

43.112  That  Man  May  Live 

(19)  

43.113  Navy  Yard  (16) 10-20 

53.101  West  Point  (17) 11-17 

53.102 


+ 1-22 


4-15 

9-16 

11-18 

1-13 

10- 30 

11- 27 

12- 18 

3-25 

10-  7 

11-  4 

12- 30 


rp  12-  4 
± 12-25 


11-  4 

12- 16 
12-30 

12-  4 
1-22 

3- 25 

4- 15 
7-29 

11-  4 


BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser 


10-  8 

+ 

10-23 

11-  5 

44 

12-25 

12-  3 

44 

12-25 

12-31 

+ 

1-22 

1-28 

-f- 

2-19 

2-25 

44 

3-18 

3-24 

44 

4-15 

i 4-21 

+ 

5-13 

5-19 

4- 

5-27 

6-16 

44 

7-  8 

7-14 

44 

8-26 

8-11 

44 

10-21 

9-  8 

44 

9-  9 

10-  6 

11-25 

11-  3 

-4- 

12-  2 

.12-  1 

RICA 
.10-  6 
10-22 

44 

10-30 

11-19 

44 

12-  4 

12-17 

+ 

12-18 

1-14 

*4" 

1-15 

2-11 

44 

2-12 

3-10 

44 

3-18 

4-  7 

44 

4-15 

5-  5 

+ 

5-13 

6-  2 

6-10 

6-30 

44 

8-12 

7-28 

44 

9-16 

8-25 

44 

9-  9 

9-29 

+ 

11-29 

10-20 

44 

11-18 

11-17 

44 

12-  2 

12-15 

44 

12-30 

Jan. 

20, 

1945 

America's  Hidden  Weapon. 


WB. 


w%|CTORY 

C VTFILMS 


(10). 

(20). 


Dist  by 
Dist.  by 


The  Battle  for  the  Mariannas. 

WB.  Impressive.  Rev.  Oct.  7. 

Battle  Stations.  (10).  Dist.  by  20th-Fox. 
Brought  to  Action.  (..).  Dist.  by  UA  and 
M-G-M. 

It’s  Murder.  (10).  Dist.  by  Col.  Excellent. 
Rev.  Oct.  21. 

It’s  Your  War  Too.  (10).  Dist.  by  UA  and 
M-G-M. 


Liberation  of  Rome.  (21).  Dist.  by  M-G-M. 
Excellent.  Rev.  July  29. 

Memo  for  Joe.  (10).  Dist  by  RKO. 

Movies  at  War.  (10).  Dist.  by  Univ. 

No  Substitutes.  (10).  Dist.  by  20th-Fox. 
Prices  Unlimited.  (10).  Dist.  by  Univ. 

Report  to  Judy.  (10).  Dist  by  Univ. 

Reward  Unlimited.  (10).  Dist  by  UA  afl3 
M-G-M. 

Road  to  Victory.  (10).  Dist.  by  WB. 


Seeing  Them  Through.  (9).  Dist.  by  RKO. 

Skirmish  on  the  Home  Front.  (13).  Dist.  by 
Para. 

Target — Japan.  (10).  Dist  by  Pm. 

The  War  Speeds  Up.  (15).  Dist.  by  Col.  Ex- 
cellent. Rev.  Sept.  16. 

V-l— The  Robut  Bomb.  (9).  Dist.  by  RKO. 
Excellent.  Rev.  Nov.  18. 

What’s  Your  Name.  (9i/2).  Dist  by  20th-Fax. 
Why  of  Wartime  Taxes.  (10).  Dist.  by  Col. 


20th  Century-Fox 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


DRIBBLE  PUSS  PARADE 

5901  Sea  Food  Mamas  (8)....  10-20  .... 

5902  Good  Old  Days  ( . . ) 4-6  

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 

4352  ©Ski  Slopes  (9) 7-21  

5351  ©Blue  Grass  Gentlemen 

(9)  9-15 

5352  ©Trolling  for  Strikes 

(.  .)  12-15  

5302  Steppin’  Pretty  (..)....  1-19  .... 

5353©  Nova  Scotia  (.  .) 2-9  

5354  © Down  the  Fairway  ( . . ) 6-  1 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

(Color) 

4155  Realm  of  Royalty  (9) . . 2-  4 

4153  Steamboat  on  the  River 

(9)  3-10 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

Vol.  10,  No.  12  Americans  All 

(IS)  7-14  44  7-29 

Vol.  10,  No.  13  British  Imperialism 

—1944  (18)  8-11  4+  8-12 

Vol.  11,  No.  1 Postwar  Farms 

(17)  9-8  + 9-9 

Vol.  11,  No.  2 What  to  Do  With 

Germany  (18!/^)  • • -10-  6 4-  10-  7 
Vol.  11,  No.  3 Uncle  Sam,  Mariner 

(17)  11-3  44  11-18 

Vol.  11,  No.  4 Inside  China 

Today  (17^2)  12-  1 

Vol.  11,  No.  5 The  Unknown  Battle 


(lSVz)  

. . . .12-29 

Vol. 

11,  1 

Mo.  6 

(••)  

. . . . 1-26 

Vol. 

11, 

No. 

7 (..)  

...  2-23 

Vol. 

11, 

No. 

8 (••) 

. . . . 3-23 

Vol. 

11, 

No. 

9 (•■) 

. . . . 4-20 

Vol. 

11, 

No. 

10  (..)... 

. . . . 5-18 

Vol. 

11, 

No. 

11  (..).... 

. ...  6-15 

Vol. 

11, 

No. 

12  (..).... 

. . . . 7-13 

-H-  12-30 


5-  5 
8-  4 

8- 25 

9- 29 


MOVIETONE  ADVENTURES 

(Color) 

t203  Mailman  of  Snake  River 
(9)  

5251  Mexican  Majesty  (8) 

5252  Jewels  of  Iran  (8) . . . . 

5253  Mystic  India  (8) 

5254  Black,  Gold  and  Cactus 

(••)  11-10 

5257  Canyons  of  the  Sun  ( . . ) 1-  5 

5255  City  of  Paradox  (..)....  3-2 

5256  Alaskan  Grandeur  (8) . . 3-16 

5258  Land  of  10,000  Lakes 

(■■)  4-27 

5201  Modeling  for  Money  (..)  5-11 

5259  Isle  of  Romance  (..)  ..  6-22 

5260  Sikhs  of  Patala  (. .) 7-  6 

5261  Glimpses  of  New  York 

(••)  7-27 

SPECIAL 

5601  Three  Sisters  of  the 

Moors  (20)  9-8 

TERRY-TOONS 

(Technicolor) 

The  Green  Line  (7) 7-  7 

Carmen's  Veranda  (7) . . . 7-28 
The  Cat  Came  Back  (7).  8-18 
Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Two 

Barbers  (7)  9-1 

Gandy  Goose  in  Ghost  Town 

(7)  9-22 

Mighty  Mouse  in  the  Sultan's 

Birthday  (7)  10-13 

A Wolf’s  Tale  (7) 10-27 

Mighty  Mouse  at  the  Circus 

(7)  11-17 

Gandy’s  Dream  Girl  (7).. 12-  8 
Dear  Old  Switzerland  (7)  12-22 
Mighty  Mouse  and  the 

Pirates  (..)  1-12 

The  Port  of  Missing  Mice 

( ■ • ) 2-2 

Ants  in  Your  Pantry 

( ■ • ) 2-16 

Raiding  the  Raiders  (..)  3-  9 
Postwar  Inventions  (..)  3-23 


44  4-15 


4519 

4520 

5501 

5502 

5503 

5504 

5505 

5506 

5507 

5508 

5509 

5510 

5511 

5512 

5513 

5514 

5515 

5516 

5517 

5518 

5519 

5520 


Fisherman’s  Luck  (..). 

Mighty  Mouse  and  the 
Kilkenny  Cats  (..)... 

Mother  Goose  Nightmare 

(••)  

Smoky  Joe  ( . . ) 

The  Silver  Streak  ( . . ) . 

Aesops  Fable — The  Mosquito 

( ■ • ) 6-29 

Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Wolf 
(••)  7-20 


3- 30 

4- 13 

5-  4 
4-25 

6-  8 


Universal 

Prod.  No.  Title  Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 

(Technicolor) 

8239  Fish  Fry  (7) 6-19  + 8-12 

9232  The  Beach  Nut  (7) 10-16  + 11-  4 

9233  Ski  for  Two  (7) 11-13  -f  12-16 

9235  Painter  and  the  Pointer 

(7)  12-18  -H-  1-13 

NAME  BAND  MUSICALS 

8139  Melody  Garden  (15) 5-17 

Teddy  Powell  & Orch., 

Ray  Eberle,  Joe  Stafford  & 

Pied  Pipers,  Martha  Tilton, 

Peggy  Mann,  Jack  Palmer 

8130  Pagliacci  Swings  It  (15)  6-14 
Joe  Reichman  & Orch., 

Gene  Austin,  the  Tailor 
Maids,  Hal  Derwin,  Caro- 
lyn Grey. 


8-26 


8131  Midnight  Melodies  (15).  7-19  + 
Matty  Malneck  & Orch., 
Connie  Haines,  the  Smart 
Set. 


9-16 


+ 10-  7 


9121  Swingtime  Holiday  (15) . 9-20 

Gus  Arnheim  & Orch.,  Jim- 
mie Dodd,  Delta  Rhythm 
Boys,  Jean  Davis. 

9122  Harmony  Highways  (15)  11-22  ± 12-16 

Al  Donohue  & Orch.,  Jimmy 
Cash,  Stapletons,  Marilyn 
Hare,  Foursome. 

9123  On  the  Mellow  Side  (15)  12-  6 -H-  12-16 

Emil  Coleman  & Orch., 

Delta  Rhythm  Boys,  Della 
Norell. 

9124  Jive  Busters  (15) 1-17  

Sunny  Dunham  & Orch., 

Carolyn  Grey,  Tailor  Maids, 

Valesco  & Lene. 

9125  Melody  Parade  (15)....  2-14  .... 

Charlie  Barnet  & Orch., 

Pied  Pipers,  June  Hutton, 

Grey  & Diane. 

PERSON— ODDITIES 

8376  The  Barefoot  Judge  (S 

8377  Aviation  Expert  Donald 


8378  Foster’s  Canary  College 

(9)  

8379  The  Fantastic  Castle  (9) 

8380  The  Honest  Forger  (9) . . 

8381  Spinning  a Yarn  (9) . . . 

9371  Idol  of  the  Crowd  (9) . . 

9372  One-Man  Newspaper  (9). 

9373  ABC  Pin-Up  (9) 

9374  Pigtail  Pilot  (9) 


2-28 

4- 

3-  4 

3-20 

4- 

5-27 

4-24 

+ 

4-29 

5-22 

4- 

5-20 

6-19 

4- 

8-26 

8-  7 

4" 

8-12 

9-18 

++ 

10-  7 

12-18 

4- 

1-13 

1-15 

1-22 

SWING  SYMPHONIES 

(Technicolor) 

8232  The  Greatest  Man  in  Siam 

(7)  3-27  + 

8233  Jungle  Jive  (7) 5-15  -f 

9231  Abou  Ben  Boogie  (7) . . 9-18  + 

9234  Pied  Piper  of  Basin  St. 

(7)  1-15 


1-22 
4-29 
10-  7 


TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

(Technicolor) 

8112  With  the  Marines  at  Tarawa 

(19)  3-1  

7110  Eagle  vs.  Dragon  (18) . . 4-  5 ++  4-1 

8110  World  Without  Borders 

(21)  1-17  

9112  Lili  Marlene  (21) 12-13  .... 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

VARIETY  VIEWS 

8356  Magazine  Model  (9)....  1-24 

8357  Animal  Tricks  (9)  2-21 

8358  Hobo  News  (9)  3-27 

8359  Fraud  by  Mail  (9)....  4-24 

8360  Mr.  Chimp  Goes  South 

(9)  5-29 

8361  Bear  Mountain  Game  (9)  8-14 

9351  From  Spruce  to  Bomber 

(9)  9-25 

9352  Dogs  for  Show  (9)....  11-  6 

9353  Mr.  Chimp  at  Coney 

Island  (9)  12-11  + 12-30 

9354  White  Treasure  (9) . . . . 1-29  . . . . 


+ 

+ 

44 

4+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 


3-25 

3-11 

5-20 

5-20 

7-29 

7-29 

10-  7 
12-16 


Warner  Bros. 

Prod.  No.  Title  Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 

BLUE  RIBBON  CARTOON  REISSUES 

(Technicolor) 

9310  Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs 

(8)  6-3  + 6-24 

9311  A Wild  Hare  (7) 6-17  + 6-24 

9312  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7)  7-15  + 8-12 

9313  Isle  of  Pingo  Ponno  (7)  8-19  -f  9-16 

1301  Let  It  Be  Me  OVz) 9-16  

1302  September  in  the  Rain 

(6/z)  9-30 

1303  Sunday  Go  to  Meeting  Time 

<6'/2)  10-28  4-  11-18 

1304  1 Love  to  Singa  (7)  ...11-18  ± 1-13 

1305  Plenty  of  Money  and  You 

( • •)  12-  9 

1306  Fella  With  a Fiddle  (..)  1-20  

1307  When  I Yoo  Hoo  (..)..  2-24  

"BUGS  BUNNY"  SPECIALS 

(Technicolor) 

9723  Hare  Ribbin’  (7) 6-24  + 6-24 

9724  Hare  Force  (7) 7-22  + 7-29 

9725  Buckaroo  Bugs  (7) 8-26  + 10-  7 

9726  Old  Grey  Hare  (7) 10-28  +4  11-25 

1721  Herr  Meets  Hare  (..)..  1-13 

1722  Unruly  Hare  (..) 2-10  

FEATURETTE 

9106  U.S.  Marines  on 

Review  (20)  7-8  44  7-29 

1102  Proudly  We  Serve  (20) . . 9-23  44  10-21 

1103  Once  Over  Lightly  (17).  10-14  44  11-  4 

1105  Nautical  But  Nice  (20)12-2  + 1-13 

11011  Am  an  American  (20).  12-23  + 12-30 

1104  1 Won’t  Play  (20) 11-11  44  11-25 

1106  Congo  (..)  2-3  

MELODY  MASTERS 

9606  Songs  of  the  Range  (10)  6-10  4f  6-24 

9609  Junior  Jive  Bombers  (10)  7-14-  9-16 

9610  All  Star  Melody  Masters 

(10)  7-29  4-  8-26 

9609  Junior  Jive  Bombers  (10)  7-  1 4-  9-16 

(8)  8-5  4-  9-16 

1601  Bob  Wills  and  His  Texas 

Playboys  (10)  9-2  4-  10-7 

1602  Listen  to  the  Bands  (10).  10-  7 4-  11-  4 

1603  Harry  Owens  and  Royal 

Hawaiians  (10)  11-  4 -f  11-25 

1604  Sonny  Dunham  and 

Orchestra  (10)  11-25  -H-  1-13 

1605 Jammin’  the  Blues  (10). 12-16  -H-  12-  2 
1606  Rhythm  of  the  Rhumba 

(•■)  1-27 

MERRIE  MELODIES 

(Technicolor) 

9706  Swooner  Crooner  (7) . . 

9707  Russian  Rhapsody  (7) . 

9708  Duck  Soup  to  Nuts  (7) . 5-27 

9709  Angel  Puss  (7)  * ‘ 

9710  Slightly  Daffy  (7) 

9711  Brother  Brat  (7) 

9714  From  Hand  to  Mouse 

(8)  

9713  Birdy  and  the  Beast  (7 

9715  Goldilocks  and  the  Jivin’ 

(7)  


Miscellaneous 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 

United  Artists 

THE  WORLD  IN  ACTION 

The  Labor  Front  (21)  11-19  ± 

Russia's  Foreign  Policy  (21)  -4- 

The  Battle  of  Europe 

(17)  5.  5 M 

Global  Air  Routes  (15  ) 6-23  + 

Fortress  Japan  (17) . . 8-10  44- 

Zero  Hour  (22) -14- 

Inside  France  (19) -+- 

When  Asia  Speaks  (19) 


4- 


12-  4 
3-18 

5-27 

10-21 

8-12 

10-21 

11-  4 

12- 16 


Serials 

COLUMBIA 

5140  The  Desert  Hawk.. 

15  Chapters. 

6120  Black  Arrow  10-20 

15  Chapters. 

5120  The  Batman  7.16 

15  Chapters. 

6140  Brenda  Starr,  Reporter.  . . 1-26 
13  Chapters. 

REPUBLIC 

284  Secret  Service  in  Darkest 

Africa  7.1Q 

15  Chapters. 

381  The  Masked  Marvel 11-6 

12  Chapters. 

382  Captain  America  1-29 

15  Chapters. 

383  The  Tiger  Woman  

12  Chapters. 


7-7  4-  7-29 


8881  Great 


UNIVERSAL 

Alaskan  Mystery 


4-25 


13  Chapters. 

Mystery  of  the  River  Boat. . . 

13  Chapters. 

Mystery  Queen  of  the 
Jungle  


4- 

5-  6 

4- 

8-12 

4- 

11-  4 

4- 

12-30 

IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


9720  Odor-Able  Kitty  (..).. 

1701  Draftee  Daffy  ( . . ) 1-27 

1702  Trap  Happy  Porky  (..).  2-24 

SPORTS  PARADE 

(Technicolor) 

9508  Filipino  Sports  Parade 


5-  6 

44 

6-  3 

5-20 

+4 

6-  3 

5-27 

4- 

5-27 

6-  3 

-H- 

6-24 

6-17 

4- 

6-24 

7-15 

4- 

8-12 

8-  5 

4- 

9-16 

8-19 

Bears 

4- 

9-16 

9-  2 

4- 

10-  7 

9-16 

10-  7 

9-30 

11-  4 

.10-14 

44 

11-  4 

.11-25 

12-30 

4+ 

1-13 

. 1-  6 

(10)  

6-10 

44 

6-24 

9509  Mexican  Sportland 

(10). 

5-13 

4- 

5-29 

9510  Cattlemen’s  Days 

(10). . 

6-24 

4“ 

ff 

6-24 

9511  Colorado  Trout  (10)... 

7-  1 

7-29 

9513  Bluenose  Schooner 

(10). 

8-  5 

ft 

9-16 

9512  Champions  of  the 

Future 

(10)  

11-18 

44 

11-18 

1501  California  Here  We 

Are 

(•■)  

12-16 

1502  Birds  & Beasts  Were  There 

(..)  12-30 

1503  Glamour  in  Sports  (..)..  1-13 

1504  Bikes  and  Skis  (..) 2-10 

TECHNICOLOR 


9004  Devil  Boats  (20) 

8-12 

44 

8-12 

9006  Musical  Movieland  (20) . 

9-  9 

44 

10-  7 

1001  Let’s  Go  Fishing  (16'/2)  10-21 

44 

12-  2 

1002  Beachhead  to  Berlin  (..) 

1-  6 

44 

12-16 

1003  Pledge  to  Bataan  (..).. 

2-17 

• • 

VITAPHONE  VARIETY 

1401  Their  Dizzy  Day  (10)... 

9-  2 

4- 

9-16 

1402  Ski  Whizz  (9/2) 10-  7 

1403  Outdoor  Living  (10)-..  .11-  4 


news,  No.  38:  President’s  message: 
trance,  General  DeGaulle;  Laval  treasures  auc- 
tion; Nazi  factory;  Seventh  army  front;  RAF 
rockets  typhoon;  adopts  charter;  OWI  director 
Elmer  Davies.  * 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  236:  Western  front;  target 
Germany;  Luzon;  President;  soldiers'  voices  on 
records  cheer  home  folks  in  Britain. 

Paramount  News,  No.  39:  New  York;  decora- 
tions help  sick  GIs;  United  Nations;  Roosevelt; 
first  pictures  Norden  bombsight. 

Pathe  News,  No.  41:  Roosevelt;  Yanks  win 
towns  in  bitter  fight;  General  DeGaulle-  fire 
torpedo  on  water  test  run;  push  buttons  run 
magic  office. 

Universal  News,  No.  362:  FDR;  Nazi  border- 
towns;  General  DeGaulle  in  Moscow;  France  sells 
lava  assets;  Nazi  war  plant;  three-decker  pull- 
mans;  ski  jumpers. 


Movietone  News,  No.  39:  Allies  stop  Nazi 
break-through;  Byrnes;  marine  air  aces  of  Leyte; 
General  Clark;  British  royal  family  poses  for 
portrait;  golf  tourney;  silver  skates. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  237:  Halt  Nazi  drive; 
Malmedy  holds;  heroism  at  Hotton;  relief  of 
Bastogne;  General  MacArthur;  Harlem  blaze. 

Paramount  News,  No.  40:  Fires  hit  Harlem; 
headline  people;  SOS  America;  war  crisis. 

Pathe  News,  No.  42:  German  offensive  broken; 
Byrnes  tells  manpower  needs. 

Universal  News,  No.  363:  German  drive  rolled 
back;  fire  sweeps  warehouse;  flying  angels; 
Byrnes  calls  for  greater  production. 


All-American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  117:  Chicago’s 
snow;  retires  after  serving  Presidents  for  21 
years;  break  ground  for  new  theatre;  pro  game 
at  Indianapolis;  Baltimore  honors  one  of  its 
ration  boards;  baby  punches  the  ivories;  party 
4-  11-25  for  service  men. 
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An  interpretative  analysis  of  opinions  deduced  from  the  language  of  lay  and  trade  press  reviews.  The  plus 
and  minus  signs  indicate  the  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review. 
This  department  serves  also  as  an  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  to  feature  releases.  Numeral  preceding  title 
is  Picture  Guide  Review  page  number.  In  parenthesis  after  title  is  running  time.  Date  following  distributor  is 
BOXOFFICE  review  date.  Listings  cover  current  reviews.  It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  regularly.  The 
meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  their  combinations  is  as  follows: 

44  Very  Good;  + Good;  ± Fair;  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 

In  the  summary  4+  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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549  Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (SO)  UA..  7-22-44 
509  Action  in  Arabia  (75)  RKO 2-19-44 

526  Address  Unknown  (72)  Col 4-22-44 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O’Day  (63)  Mono 

530  Adventures  of  Mark  Twain  (130)  WB  5-  6-44 

573  Alaska  (76)  Mono : 10-14-44 

499  Ali  Baba  and  40  Thieves  (87)  Univ  1-15-44 

529  Allergic  to  Love  (65)  Univ 5-6-44 

545  Amazing  Mr.  Forrest  (71)  PRC....  7-  1-44 

546  American  Romance,  An  (122)  MGM.  7-  1-44 

575  And  Now  Tomorrow  (85)  Para 10-21-44 

527  And  the  Angels  Sing  (96)  Para 4-29-44 

521  Andy  Hardy’s  Blonde  Trouble  (107) 

MGM  4-  8-44 

544  Are  These  Our  Parents?  (73)  Mono  6-24-44 

524  Arizona  Whirlwind  (59)  Mono 4-15-44 

589  Army  Wives  (68)  Mono 12-16-44 

562  Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (118)  WB 8-  2-44 

555  Atlantic  City  (85)  Rep 8-12-44 

542  Attack  (SO)  RKO 6-17-44 

B 

572  Babes  on  Swing  Street  (70)  Univ. . 9-30-44 

553  Barbary  Coast  Gent  (87)  MGM 8-  5-44 

528  Bathing  Beauty  (101)  MGM 6-  3-44 

586  Belle  of  the  Yukon  (84)  RKO 12-  2-44 

540  Beneath  Western  Skies  (56)  Rep..  6-10-44 

527  Bermuda  Mystery  (65)  20-Fox 4-29-44 

596  Between  Two  Women  (83)  MGM....  1-13-45 

531  Between  Two  Worlds  (112)  WB...  5-13-44 

596  Big  Bonanza,  The  (60)  Rep 1-13-45 

568  Big  Noise,  The  (74)  20-Fox 9-23-44 

565  Black  Magic  (64)  Mono 9-  9-44 

Black  Parachute,  The  (65)  Col 

523  Blazing  Frontier  (59)  PRC 4-15-44 

557  Block  Busters  (60)  Mono 8-19-44 

586  Blonde  Fever  (70)  MGM 12-  2-44 

578  Bluebeard  (73)  PRC 10-28-44 

Bordertown  Trail  (56)  Rep 

569  Boss  of  Rawhide  (59)  PRC 9-23-44 

Bowery  Champs  (62)  Mono 

578  Bowery  to  Broadway  (94)  Univ. . . .10-28-44 

Brand  of  the  Devil  (61)  PRC 

577  Brazil  (91)  Rep 10-28-44 

552  Bride  by  Mistake  (81)  RKO 7-29-44 

507  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey  (107)  UA..  2-12-44 

500  Broadway  Rhythm  (115)  MGM 1-15-44 

515  Buffalo  Bill  (90  ) 20-Fox 3-18-44 

c 

518  California  Joe  (55)  Rep 3-25-44 

564  Call  of  the  Jungle  (60)  Mono 9-  2-44 

Call  of  the  Rockies  (56)  Rep 

Call  of  the  South  Seas  (59)  Rep 

538  Candlelight  in  Aloeria  (85)  20-Fox.  6-  3-44 

589  Can’t  Help  Singing  (89)  Univ 12-16-44 

538  Canterville  Ghost,  The  (95)  MGM..  6-  3-44 

496  Canyon  City  (55)  Rep 1-  1-44 

571  Carolina  Blues  (81)  Col 9-30-44 

554  Casanova  Brown  (92)  RKO 8-  5-44 

505  Casanova  in  Burlesque  (74)  Rep...  2-  5-44 

Castle  of  Crimes  (60)  PRC 

501  Cattle  Stampede  (58)  PRC 1-22-44 

523  Charlie  Chan  and  the  Chinese 

Cat  (64'/2)  Mono 4-15-44 

502  Charlie  Chan  in  Secret  Service 

(64)  Mono  1-22-44 

Cheyenne  Wildcat  (56)  Rep 

510  Chip  Off  the  Old  Block  (79)  Univ.  2-19-44 

542  Christmas  Holiday  (93)  Univ 6-17-44 

571  Climax,  The  (86)  Univ 9-30-44 

527  Coastal  Command  (60)  RKO 4-29-44 

530  Cobra  Woman  (70)  Univ 5-  6-44 

Code  of  the  Prairie  (50)  Rep 

574  Conspirators,  The  (101)  WB 10-14-44 

531  Contender,  The  (66)  PRC 5-13-44 

514  Cover  Girl  (107)  Col 3-11-44 
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522  Cowboy  and  the  Senorita  (78)  Rep.  4-  8-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

-+- 

+ 

H- 

Cowboy  From  Lonesome  River  (55)  Col 

2+2 

506  Cowboy  in  the  Clouds  (55)  Col...  2-  5-44 

■+2 

2+z 

2+2 

■+2 

Crazy  Knights  (..)  Mono.’ 

-+- 

553  Crime  by  Night  (72)  WB 8-  5-44 
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2+2 

2+2 

■+2 
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560  Cry  of  the  Werewolf  (63)  Col 8-26-44 

2+2 

H- 

2+2 

2+2 

510  Curse  of  the  Cat  People  (70)  RKO  2-19-44 

+ 

H- 

— 

-h- 

44 

44 

2+2 

583  Cyclone  Prairie  Rangers  (56)  Col ..  11-18-44 

2+2 

2+2 

D 

594  Dancing  in  Manhattan  (60)  Col.  ..  .12-30-44 

2+2 

2+2 

557  Dangerous  Journey  (73)  20-Fox....  8-19-44 

2+2 

■±2 
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2+2 

+ 

+ 
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591  Dangerous  Passage  (62)  Para 12-23-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

566  Dark  Mountain  (56)  Para 9-  9-44 

■+2 

2+2 
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2+2 

2+2 

583  Dark  Waters  (89)  UA 11-18-44 
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+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

44 

526  Days  of  Glory  (86)  RKO 4-22-44 
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2+2 

± 2 
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2+2 

569  Dead  Man’s  Eyes  (64)  Univ 9-23-44 

2+2 
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— 

+ 

+ 
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500  Death  Rides  the  Plains  (55)  PRC..  1-15-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

505  Death  Valley  Rangers  (59)  Mono. . 2-  5-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

547  Delinquent  Daughters  (72)  PRC-...  7-15-44 
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+2 
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587  Destiny  (65)  Univ 12-  9-44 

;+; 
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2+2 
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+ 

520  Detective  Kitty  O'Day  (61)  Mono..  4-  1-44 

2± 
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507  Devil  Riders  (58)  PRC 2-12-44 

2+2 

548  Dixie  Jamboree  (72)  PRC 7-15-44 

-+- 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

— 

592  Double  Exposure  (64)  Para 12-23-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

528  Double  Indemnity  (106)  Para 4-29-44 

++ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

561  Doughgirls,  The  (102)  WB 9-  2-44 
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550  Dragon  Seed  (145)  MGM 7-22-44 
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44 

44 
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44 

44 

44 

540  Drifter,  The  (60)  PRC 6-10-44 
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End  of  the  Road  (51)  Rep 
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561  Enemy  of  Women  (86)  Mono 9-  2-44 
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585  Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (72)  Univ....  12-  2-44 
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506  Escape  to  Danger  (84)  RKO 2-  5-44 
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534  Eve  of  St.  Mark,  The  (96  ) 20-Fox  5-20-44 
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567  Ever  Since  Venus  (74)  Col 9-23-44 
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587  Experiment  Perilous  (91)  RKO 12-  9-44 
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578  Faces  in  the  Fog  (71)  Rep 10-28-44 
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588  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (67)  RKO 12-  9-44 
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554  Falcon  in  Mexico  (70)  RKO 8-  5-44 
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514  Falcon  Out  West,  The  (64)  RKO. . 3-11-44 
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502  Fighting  SeaBees.  The  (100)  Rep..  1-22-44 
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595  Fighting  Lady,  The  (61)  20-Fox..  1-13-45 
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Firebrands  of  Arizona  (55)  Rep 

T- 

520  Follow  the  Boys  (109)  Univ 4-  1-44 
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544  Follow  the  Leader  (65)  Mono 6-24-44 
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^h 

+ 

2+2 

Girl  Who  Dared.  The  (56)  Rep.. 

-+- 

2+2 

H- 

577  Girl  Rush  (65)  RKO 

.10-28-44 

+ 

-+- 

+ 

-h 

+ 

2+2 

511  Going  My  Way  (125)  Para 

3-  4-44 

■H- 

++ 

•H- 

++ 

4+ 

44 

571  Goin’  to  Town  (69)  RKO 

. 9-30-44 

zt 

Hh 

H- 

2+2 

HH 

P1 

539  Goodnight,  Sweetheart  (67)  Rep.. 

. 6-10-44 

— 

^h 

-h 

2+z 

— 

2+z 

536  Goyescas  (110)  RKO 

. 5-27-44 

-+- 

2+2 

H3 

566  Great  Mike,  The  (73)  PRC 

. 9-  9-44 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

541  Great  Moment,  The  (83)  Para 

. 6-17-44 

2+z 

# 

++ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

555  Greenwich  Village  (82)  20-Fox... 

. 8-12-44 

+ 

2+z 

+ 

44 

+ 

Grissly's  Millions  (71)  Rep 

2+2 

± 7+5- 

1+  3- 
44  11+ 

5+  5- 
6+  4- 
1+ 

+ 7+6- 

± 5+4- 

4+  4— 
6+  3- 
44  14+ 

6+  6- 
± 5+7- 

3+  3- 

+ 7+  2- 

4+  10+  1- 
+ 8+  2- 
1+  1- 
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589  Guest  in  the  House  (120)  UA 12-16-44  + 

547  Gunsmoke  Mesa  (59)  PRC 7-15-44  q= 

556  Gypsy  Wildcat  (86)  Univ 8-12-44  + 

H 

541  Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (101) 

Para  6-17-44  + 

533  Hairy  Ape,  The  (91)  UA 5-20-44  + 

513  Hat  Check  Honey  (68)  Uni* 3-11-44  qp 

498  Heat’s  On,  The  (79)  Col 1-8-44  + 

498  Heavenly  Body,  The  (100)  MGM 1-  8-44  + 

551  Heavenly  Days  (72)  RKO 7-29-44  — 

497  Henry  Aldrich,  Boy  Scout  (66)  Para  1-  8-44  ± 

527  Henry  Aldrich  Plays  Cupid  (65)  Para  4-29-44  + 

542  Henry  Aldrich’s  Little  Secret 

(74)  Para  . 6-17-44  + 

521  Her  Primitive  Man  (79)  Univ 4-  8-44  ± 

591  Here  Come  the  WAVES  (99)  Para.  .12-23-44  + 

594  Hi  Beautiful  (64)  Univ 12-30-44  — 

516  Hi  Good-Lookin’  (62)  Univ 3-18-44  ± 

Hidden  Valley  Outlaws  (56)  Rep 

525  Hitler  Gang,  The  (100)  Para 4-22-44  ± 

588  Hollywood  Canteen  (124)  WB 12-9-44  ff 

536  Home  in  Indiana  (103)  20-Fox 5-27-44  + 

513  Hot  Rhythm  (79)  Mono 3-11-44  + 

511  Hour  Before  the  Dawn  (75)  Para..  3-  4-44  ± 
593  House  of  Frankenstein  (71)  Univ.  .12-30-44  ± 

I 

577  1 Accuse  My  Parents  (68)  PRC. ..  .10-28-44  q: 
539  I Love  a Soldier  (104)  Para 6-10-44  ff 

592  I’ll  Be  Seeing  You  (86)  UA 12-23-44  + 

579  I’m  From  Arkansas  (70)  PRC 10-28-44  q 

559  Impatient  Years,  The  (91)  Col 8-26-44  + 

508  Impostor,  The  (94)  Univ 2-12-44  ± 

504  In  Our  Time  (110)  WB 2-  5-44  + 

558  In  Society  (74)  Univ 8-19-44  + 

567  In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (72  ) 20-Fox  9-23-44  ± 
573  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (90)  20-Fox  10-14-44  ff 

537  Invisible  Man’s  Revenge,  The 

(78)  Univ  6-  3-44  + 

518  It  Happened  Tomorrow  (85)  UA...  3-25-44  + 

I 

550  Jam  Session  (77)  Col 

522  Jamboree  (71)  Rep  

503  Jane  Eyre  (96)  20-Fox  . 

551  Janie  (102)  WB 

533  Johnny  Doesn't  Live  Here 

Any  More  (79)  Mono 
535  Jungle  Woman  (67)  Univ. 

K 

Kansas  City  Kitty  (72)  Col 

592  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (137)  20-Fox.  12-30-44  + 


560  Kismet  (100)  MGM 8-26-44  + 

511  Knickerbocker  Holiday  (86)  UA 3-  4-44  q: 

L 

517  Ladies  Courageous  (88)  Univ 3-25-44  -f- 

533  Ladies  of  Washington  (61)  20-Fox..  5-20-44  ± 

519  Lady  and  the  Monster  (86)  Rep 4-  1-44  ± 

520  Lady  in  Death  House  (58)  PRC 4-  1-44  + 

507  Lady  in  the  Dark  (100)  Para 2-12-44  ff 

504  Lady,  Let’s  Dance  (84)  Mono 2-  5-44  + 


593  Lake  Placid  Serenade  (85)  Rep.  . .12-30-44  ± 

Land  of  the  Outlaws  (56)  Mono 

Laramie  Trail,  The  (56)  Rep 

Last  Horseman,  The  (54)  Col 


567  Last  Ride,  The  (56)  WB 9-23-44  ± 

576  Laura  (88)  20-Fox  10-21-44  + 

546  Law  Men  (55)  Mono.... 7-  1.44  zp 

548  Law  of  the  Saddle  (59)  PRC 7-15-44  z+z 

Law  of  the  Valley  (59)  Mono 

569  Leave  It  to  the  Irish  (61)  Mono...  9-23-44  zq: 

Let’s  Go  Steady  (60)  Col 

581  Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fo  (78)  Rep.  .11-11-44  + 

501  Lifeboat  (96)  20-Fox 1-22-44  ff 

498  Lodger,  The  (83)  20-Fox 1-  8-44  + 

561  Lost  in  a Harem  (89)  MGM 9-  2-44  + 

549  Louisiana  Hayride  (67)  Col ....  7-22-44  z+z 

521  Lumberjack  (64)  UA 4-  8-44  + 

M 

558  Machine  Gun  Mama  (67)  PRC 8-19-44  = 


7-22-44  z±z 

4-  8-44  ± 
2-  5-44  ff 
7-29-44  + 

5- 20-44  -f 
5-27-44  + 
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551  Mademoiselle  Fifi  (69)  RKO 7-29-44  7 

585  Main  Street  After  Dark  (57)  MGM. 12-  2-44  ± 

555  Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (90)  MGM....  8-12-44  ± 

534  Make  Your  Own  Bed  (82)  WB 5-20-44  + 

532  Man  From  Frisco  (91)  Rep 5-13-44  + 

578  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street,  The 

(92)  Para  10-28-44  + 

543  Marine  Raiders  (91)  RKO 6-24-44  z+z 

574  Mark  of  the  Whistler,  The 

(61)  Col  10-14-44  z+z 

580  Marked  Trails  (59)  Mono 10-28-44  z±z 

556  Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (117) 

MGM  8-12-44  ± 

Marshal  of  Reno  (56)  Rep 

540  Mask  of  Dimitrios,  The  (95)  WB..  6-10-44  ± 

567  Master  Race,  The  (96)  RKO 9-23-44  + 

582  Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (111)  MGM.  .11-11-44  ff 

575  Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (68)  Col ..  10-21-44  ± 

522  Meet  the  People  (100)  MGM 4-  8-44  ± 

Men  of  the  Sea  (50)  PRC 

506  Men  on  Her  Mind  (70)  PRC 2-  5-44  ± 

559  Merry  Monahans,  The  (90)  Univ...  8-26-44  + 

511  Million  Dollar  Kid  (65)  Mono 3-  4-44  ztz 

543  Minstrel  Man  (69)  PRC 6-24-44  ff 

576  Ministry  of  Fear  (84)  Para 10-21-44  zp 

499  Miracle  of  Morgan’s  Creek 

(99)  Para  1-15-44  z+z 

584  Missing  Juror,  The  (66)  Col 11-18-44  -f. 

519  Monster  Maker,  The  (65)  PRC 4-  1-44  + 

524  Moon  Over  Las  Vegas  (69)  Univ...  4-15-44  ztz 

559  Moonlight  and  Cactus  (60)  Univ 8-26-44  ± 

596  Mr.  Emmanuel  (92)  UA 1-13-45  + 

536  Mr.  Skeffington  (127)  WB 5-27-44  + 

547  Mr.  Winkle  Goes  to  War  (80)  Col.  7-15-44  + 

568  Mrs.  Parkington  (124)  MGM  9-23-44  -f 

Mummy's  Curse,  The  (60)  Univ 

531  Mummy’s  Ghost,  The  (65)  Univ....  5-13-44  -f- 

583  Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (61)  Univ. 11-18-44  ip 

588  Murder,  My  Sweet  (95)  RKO 12-  9-44  + 

590  Music  for  Millions  (119)  MGM 12-16-44  + 

552  Music  in  Manhattan  (81)  RKO....  7-29-44  ztz 

515  My  Best  Gal  (67)  Rep 3-18-44  ± 

576  My  Buddy  (69)  Rep 10-21-44  + 

586  My  Gal  Loves  Music  (63)  Univ 12-  2-44  -f 

568  My  Pal  Wolf  (75)  RKO 9-23-44  ztz 

543  Mystery  Man  (58)  UA 6-24-44  + 
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514  Nabonga  (75)  PRC 

. 3-11-44 

-+ 

-+- 

2+ 

= 

— 

-+- 

4+  7- 

565  National  Barn  Dance  (76)  Para. . . 

. 9-  9-44 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

6+  3- 

590  National  Velvet  (124)  MGM 

.12-16-44 

+f 

+ 

■ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

14+ 

512  Navy  Way,  The  (75)  Para 

590  Nevada  (62)  RKO 

594  Night  Club  Girl  (60)  Univ 

. 3-  4-44 
. .12-16-44 
, .12-30-44 

2+ 
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2+ 

P1 
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2+ 
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538  Night  of  Adventure,  A (65)  RKO. 

. 6-  3-44 

+ 

2+ 

P1 

2+ 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

7+  5- 

572  None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (113)  RKO  9-30-44 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

P1 
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ff 

ff 

9+  3- 

502  None  Shall  Escape  (85)  Col 

. 1-22-44 

+ 
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+ 

ff 

+ 

ff 
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9+ 

585  Nothing  But  Trouble  (69)  MGM... 

.12-  2-44 

± 

2+ 

P1 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

6+  4- 
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558  Oh,  What  a Night  (71)  Mono 

Oklahoma  Raiders  (57)  Univ 

Old  Chisholm  Trail  (60)  Univ.... 

. 8-19-44 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

P1 

P1 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

7+  7- 
1+  1- 
4+  4- 

525  Once  Upon  a Time  (89)  Col 

. 4-22-44 

+ 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

ff 

+ 

9+ 

577  One  Body  Too  Many  (76)  Para.  . . . 

.10-28-44 

+ 

P1 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

P= 

7+  3- 

One  Mysterious  Night  (61)  Col.... 
562  Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

2+ 

P1 

P1 

P1 

P^ 

6+  6- 

(81)  Para  

537  Outlaw  Trail  (53)  Mono 
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. 6-  3-44 

+ 

2+ 
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ff 

P1 
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ff 

ff 

ff 

P^ 
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4+  4— 

555  Outlaws  of  Santa  Fe  (56)  Rep... 

. 8-12-44 

P1 

P1 

2+ 

2+ 

P1 

5+  6- 

P 

530  Pardon  My  Rhythm  (62)  Univ... 

531  Partners  of  the  Trail  (55)  Mono. . . 

. 5-  6-44 

. 5-13-44 

P1 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

P1 

+ 

P1 

2+ 

P1 

5+  5— 
5+  5- 

509  Passage  to  Marseille  (109)  WB... 
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+ 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

9+ 

505  Passport  to  Destiny  (64)  RKO... 

. 2-  5-44 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

7+  4- 

561  Pearl  of  Death,  The  (69)  Univ.... 

. 9-  2-44 

P1 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

7+  3- 

503  Phantom  Lady  (87)  Univ... 

. 2-  5-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

525  Pin-Up  Girl  (S3)  20-Fox 

Pinto  Bandit,  The  (56)  PRC 

. 4-22-44 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

P1 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 
1+  1- 

545  Port  of  Forty  Thieves  (58)  Rep 

. 7-  1-44 
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2+ 

2+ 
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2+ 

7+  6- 

592  Practically  Yours  (90)  Para 

.12-23-44 

+ 
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ff 
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7+ 
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New  York 

Daily  News 
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E 
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a 

to 

512  Pride  of  the  Plains  (56)  Rep . 
576  Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The 

3-  4-44 

■±2 

2+ 

-4- 

2+ 

5+  5- 

(94)  RKO  

.10-21-44 

4+ 

+ 

4+ 

+ 

44 

44 

10+ 

512  Purple  Heart.  The  (99)  20-Fox. 

3-  4-44 

+ 

44 

44- 

4+ 

44 

44 

44  12+ 

B 

532  Raiders  of  Red  Gap  (59)  PRC 5-13-44 

510  Raiders  of  the  Border  (52)  Mono. . 2-19-44 

565  Rainbow  Island  (97)  Para 9-  9-44 

563  Ranoe  Law  (57)  Mono 9-  2-44 

504  Rationing  (93)  MGM 2-  5-44 

5 66  Reckless  Age  (63)  Univ 9-  9-44 

548  Return  of  the  Ape  Man  (60)  Mono.  7-15-44 
499  Riders  of  the  Deadline  (70)  UA....  1.15-44 

Riders  of  Santa  Fe  (63)  Univ 

579  Riding  West  (58)  Col 10-28-44 

535  Roger  Touhy,  Gangster  (65)  20-Fox  5-27-44 

Rogues'  Gallery  (60)  PRC 

519  Rosie  the  Riveter  (75)  Rep 4-  1-44 

581  Rustler’s  Hideout  (62)  PRC 11-11-44 

s 

593  Saddle  Leather  Law  (55)  Col 12-30-44 

San  Antonio  Kid,  The  (56)  Rep 

566 San  Diego,  I Love  You  (83)  Univ...  9-  9-44 

562  San  Fernando  Valley  (74)  Rep 9-  2-44 

Saratoga  Trunk  (..)  WB 

529  Scarlet  Claw,  The  (74)  Univ 5-  6-44 

537  Secret  Command  (82)  Col 6-  3-44 

543  Secrets  of  Scotland  Yard  (68)  Rep..  6-24-44 
510  See  Here,  Pvt.  Hargrove  (100)  MGM  2-19-44 

544  Sensations  of  1945  (86)  UA 6-24-44 

584  Sergeant  Mike  (60)  Col 11-18-44 

525  Seven  Days  Ashore  (74)  RKO 4-22-44 

557  Seven  Doors  to  Death  (62)  PRC 8-19-44 

552  Seventh  Cross,  The  (112)  MGM 7-29-44 

575  Shadow  of  Suspicion  (68)  Mono 10-21-44 

575  Shadows  in  the  Night  (67)  Col 10-21-44 

545  Shake  Hands  With  Murder 

(63)  PRC  7-1-44 

596  She  Gets  Her  Man  (74)  Univ 1-13-45 

551  She’s  a Soldier  Too  (67)  Col 7-29-44 

587  She’s  a Sweetheart  (69)  Col 12-  9-44 

Sheriff  of  Las  Vegas  (55)  Rep... 

Sheriff  of  Sundown  (56)  Rep 

515 Shine  On  Harvest  Moon  (112)  WB..  3-18-44 

526  Show  Business  (92)  RKO 4-22-44 

560  Sign  of  the  Cross  (118)  Para 8-26-44 

Silent  Partner  (55)  Rep 

Silver  City  Kid  (55)  Rep 

552  Since  You  Went  Away  (174)  UA..  7-29-44 
595  Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas  (66)  Col..  1-13-45 

558  Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (70)  Rep 8-19-44 

570  Singing  Sheriff,  The  (63)  Univ 9-23-44 

528  Slightly  Terrific  (58)  Univ 4-29-44 

516  Snow  White  and  the  Seven 

Dwarfs  (83)  RKO 3-18-44 

582  Something  for  the  Boys  (87)  20-Fox  11-11-44 

542  Song  of  Nevada  (75)  Rep 6-17-44 

497  Song  of  Russia  (107)  MGM 1-  8-44 

529  Song  of  the  Open  Road  (93)  UA..  5-  6-44 

Song  to  Remember,  A (..)  Col 

564  Sonora  Stagecoach  (51)  Mono 9-  2-44 

559  Soul  of  a Monster,  The  (61)  Col 8-26-44 

536  South  of  Dixie  (61)  Univ 5-27-44 

500  Spider  Woman  (62)  Univ 1-15-44 

Stagecoach  to  Monterey  (55)  Rep 

497  Standing  Room  Only  (83)  Para 1-  8-44 

Stars  on  Parade  (63)  Col 

545  Step  Lively  (88)  RKO 7-  1-44 

562  Storm  Over  Lisbon  (86)  Rep 9-  2-44 

526  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell  (136)  Para..  4-22-44 

573  Strange  Affair  (78)  Col 10-14-44 

Strangers  in  the  Night  (56)  Rep 

508  Sullivans,  The  (111)  20-Fox 2-12-44 

535  Summer  Storm  (106)  UA 5-27-44 

588  Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier 

(86)  20-Fox  12-  9-44 

553  Sundown  Valley  (55)  Col 8-  5-44 

594  Suspect,  The  (85)  Univ 12-30-44 

502  Suspected  Person  (78)  PRC 1-22-44 

554  Sweet  and  Lowdown  (75)  20-Fox. . . 8-  5-44 

514 Sweethearts  of  U.S.A.  (59)  Mono..  3-11-44 
582  Swing  Hostess  (76)  PRC 11-11-44 

501  Swingtime  Johnny  (60)  Univ 1-22-44 
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593  Tahiti  Nights  (63)  Col 12-30-44  ± 


539  Take  It  Big  (76)  Para 

. 6-10-44 

-+- 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

548  Take  It  or  Leave  It  (70)  20-Fox 
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589  They  Shall  Have  Faith  (S3)  Mono 
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.12-  9-44 
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44 
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584  Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(138)  MGM  
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+f 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

530  This  Is  the  Life  (87)  Univ 

. 5-  6-44 
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2+2 

+ 

■±2 

2+2 

44 

595  This  Man’s  Navy  (101)  MGM 

. 1-13-45 
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2+2 

2+2 

590  Three  Caballeros,  The  (71)  RKO.. 

.12-16-44 
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++ 

44 
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44 

585  Three  Is  a Family  (81)  UA 

.12-  2-44 

-H- 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 
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. 8-  5-44 
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. 9-  2-44 
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. 9-30-44 
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-+- 
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9-  9-44 
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44 
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2±2 

± 

581  Together  Again  (100)  Col 

.11-11-44 

-H- 
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44 
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44 
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+ 
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44 

591  Tomorrow  the  World  (87)  UA.... 
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-H- 

44 
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44 
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581  Town  Went  Wild,  The  (79)  PRC.. 

.11-11-44 
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+ 
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539  Twilight  on  the  Prairie  (62)  Univ. 
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3-11-44 
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-+■ 
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44 
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5-20-44 

2+2 
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+ 

2+2 

553  WAVE,  a Wac,  a Marine,  A (70) 

Mono  

8-  5-44 

2*2 

— 

+ 

H- 

504  Weekend  Pass  (63)  Univ 

2-  5-44 

2+2 

2t 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

521  Weird  Woman  (64)  Univ 

4-  8-44 

2±2 

-+- 

2+2 

+ 

2+ : 

+ 

580  West  of  Rio  Grande  (57)  Mono. 

10-28-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 
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-+- 

518  Westward  Bound  (54)  Mono 

3-25-44 

2+2 

2+2 

=r 

±2 
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557  When  Strangers  Marry  (67)  Mono.. 

8-19-44 

+ 

4+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

570  When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again 

(74)  PRC  

9-23-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

550  Whistler,  The  (59)  Col 

7-22-44 

2+ 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 
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+ 
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3-18-44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 
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8-12-44 

■H- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 
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44 
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44 

44 

44 
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44 
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44 
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++ 

44 
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+ 

2*2 
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— 

2+2 
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Opinions  on  Current  Productions , and 
txploitips  hr  Selling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


Hangover  Square 


20th-Fox  (516) 


78  Minutes 


Drama 

Rel.  Feb..  '45 


In  his  final  screen  appearance,  the  late  Laird  Cregar  again 
masterfully  portrays  a pathological  killer  in  a tense,  sus- 
penseful drama  which  will  rate  among  the  season's  best 
in  its  classification.  Although  the  story  differs  materially, 
thie  picture  is  reminiscent  in  atmosphere,  productional  values 
and  period,  of  the  highly  popular  chiller,  "The  Lodger."  It 
should,  therefore,  fare  equally  well  in  revenues.  Cregar's  role, 
that  of  a Jekyll  and  Hyde  character,  is  more  sympathetic 
and  he  is  given  excellent  support,  outstanding  in  which  is 
a newcomer,  youthful,  talented  Faye  Marlowe,  whose  initial 
appearance  before  the  cameras  augurs  a brilliant  career. 
Localed  in  London  during  the  gaslight  era,  the  yarn  con- 
cerns a brilliant  composer  who,  during  mental  lapses,  com- 
mits a series  of  particularly  gruesome  murders,  and  ulti- 
mately suicides  in  a stirring  climax.  John  Brahm  directed. 

Laird  Cregar,  Linda  Darnell,  George  Sanders,  Glenn  Langan, 
Faye  Marlowe,  Alan  Napier,  Frederic  Worlock. 


Let's  Go  Steady 


Columbia  (6039)  65  Minutes 


F 


Comedy 


Rel.  Ian.  4,  '45 


Another  "escape"  picture;  the  type  which  exhibitors  have 
clamored  for  as  a counter-balancing  measure  from  so  many 
war  dramas.  Oddly  enough,  the  story  for  this  came  from 
a soldier  stationed  in  New  Guinea,  Billy  Sackheim.  Built 
around  the  song-publishing  racket,  where  aspiring  hit  writ- 
ers pay  $50  to  have  their  tunes  plugged  as  well  as  printed, 
and  wind  up  with  copies  of  the  song  and  that's  all,  a lot  of 
action  is  introduced  when  one  of  these  phony  philanthropists 
dies  and  his  niece  comes  to  New  York  to  take  over.  Interlaced 
in  the  rather  obvious  story  are  some  really  good  tunes  with 
which  the  audience  is  carried  along  with  the  story.  June 
Preisser  as  Mitzie  Stack  stands  out  in  the  cast  and  is  this 
reviewer's  nominee  for  a second  Betty  Hutton.  Del  Lord 
directed. 

Pert  Parris,  Jackie  Moran,  June  Preisser,  Jimmy  Lloyd,  Arnold 
Stang,  Skinnay  Ennis,  Mel  Torme. 


The  Mummy's  Curse  F pl*’ 

Universal  (9033)  62  Minutes  Rel.  Feb.  16,  '45 

If  one  can  bring  oneself  to  concur  in  the  statement  of  the 
Egyptian  priest  in  the  picture  that  "truth  will  flourish  in 
fantasy"  and  make  ample  allowances  for  story  discrepancies, 
perhaps  an  adequate  amount  of  chills  will  derive  from  the 
series  of  bone-crushing  murders  at  the  hands  of  the  Mummy. 
For  the  juveniles  and  the  rabid  horror  fans  there  is  doubt- 
less a sufficiency  of  standard  goose-pimple  elements  to 
assure  the  picture's  profitable  acceptance;  for  those  who  do 
not  break  into  St.  Vitus  dance  at  the  sight  of  the  Mummy,  it's 
another  story.  The  picture  details  the  efforts  of  yet  another 
Egyptian  priest  to  return  to  their  eternal  resting  places  the 
remains  of  Kharis  and  his  love,  the  Princess  Ananka,  with 
the  Mummy  committing  his  atrocities  while  trying  to  carry 
the  reincarnated  princess  back  to  her  sarcophagus.  Directed 
by  Leslie  Goodwins. 

Lon  Chaney,  Peter  Coe,  Virginia  Christine,  Kay  Harding, 
Dennis  Moore.  Martin  Kosleck,  Kurt  Katch. 


Sagebrush  Heroes  F Westem 

Columbia  (6204)  54  Minutes  Rel.  Feb.  1,  '45 

This  has  all  the  traditionally  proper  ingredients  to  make 
an  entertaining  western,  plus  an  Oliver  Twist  angle  intro- 
ducing a supposed  haven  for  delinquent  boys  which  is  only 
a front  for  a cattle  rustling  outfit.  Charles  Starrett,  Dart- 
mouth graduate  who  matriculated  into  action  celluloid  melo- 
dramas, goes  through  his  usual  routine  of  hard  riding  and 
hard  fighting  with  the  greatest  of  ease,  and  is  shown  off  by 
his  uncouthly  comic  satellite,  Dub  Taylor  as  "Cannonball." 
Constance  Worth  as  Connie  Pearson,  local  sob-sister,  gives 
as  much  feminine  touch  as  seems  desirable  in  typical  west- 
erns and  Jimmy  Wakely  and  his  Saddle  Pals  are  helped  out 
in  their  musical  efforts  by  Ozie  Waters,  the  Colorado  Ranger 
and  His  Colorado  Hillbillies.  Hero  stuff  for  the  kids  and 
escape  entertainment  for  adults  with  homespun  tastes. 

Charles  Starrett,  Dub  Taylor,  Constance  Worth,  Elvin  Field, 
Bobby  Larson,  Forrest  Taylor,  Jimmy  Wakely. 
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BOXOFFICE 


Comedy 
With  Music 


The  Big  Show-OH  F 

Republic  (410)  70  Minutes  Rel.  Jan.  22,  ‘45 

Rating  a fat,  ripe  "A"  for  originality  and  grading  virtually 
as  high  in  all  other  departments,  here’s  a bright  and  breezy 
comedy  which  will  add  materially  to  any  program.  The 
story  is  predicated  upon  the  vagaries  of  the  grunt  and 
groan  sport  as  misinterpreted  by  modern  wrestlers.  The 
cast,  chosen  by  Producer  Sydney  M.  Williams  to  delineate 
the  away-from-formula  proceedings,  undertook  its  chore  with 
vim  and  obvious  pleasure,  with  versatile  Dale  Evans 
sparkplugging  the  fun.  The  film's  musical  moments  are  toe- 
tickling and  impressively  mounted,  while  an  expertly-con- 
trived screenplay  permits  them  to  slide  into  the  picture  with- 
out giving  the  impression  that  they  were  injected  merely 
to  fill  footage.  In  short,  the  picture  can  take  its  place  with 
many  more  costly  offerings  without  a blush.  Howard 
Bretherton  directed. 

Arthur  Lake,  Dale  Evans.  Lionel  Stander.  George  Meeker, 
Paul  Hurst,  Marjorie  Manners,  Sammy  Stein. 


Grissly's  Millions 


■p  Murder 

Mystery 

Republic  (409)  71  Minutes  Rel.  Jan.  16,  '45 

Here's  a slumberer  amply  qualified  to  attract  sufficient 
favorable  comment  to  earn  itself  a place  among  the  many 
sterling  mystery  photoplays  to  which  the  production  center 
is  currently  paying  considerable  attention.  It  assays  as  an 
excellent  second  feature  for  the  de  luxe  dualers  and,  in  sub- 
sequent and  neighborhood  situations,  top  of  the  bill  booking 
may  be  given  the  film  without  fear  of  dissatisfied  customers. 
While  it  lapses  into  formula  in  some  spots,  the  story,  in  most 
of  its  many  facets,  is  praiseworthy  for  its  originality.  Char- 
acterizations by  a competent  and  conscientious  cast  take 
full  advantage  of  the  material  thus  supplied  them  and  are 
further  aided  by  solid  production  values  and  the  under- 
standing, suspense-maintaining  direction  of  John  English. 

Paul  Kelly.  Virginia  Grey.  Don  Douglas,  Elisabeth  Risdon, 
Robert  H.  Barrat,  Clem  Bevans,  Francis  PierloL 


Under  Western  Skies 


Universal  (9039) 


66  Minutes 


7 Musical  Comedy 
Drama 

ReL  Jan.  19.  '45 


An  attempt  herein  by  Producer  Warren  Wilson  and  Direc- 
tor Jean  Yarbrough  to  cross  a rip-snortin'  western  with  a 
tunefilm  bred  something  of  a freak  to  join  Universal's  large 
and  constantly-growing  family  of  low-cost,  supporting-fare 
musicals.  While  the  offering  will  possibly  slip  by  without 
too  much  resentment  in  the  situations  where  such  product 
normally  is  used,  neither  western  fans  nor  devotees  of  mirth- 
and-melody  films  will  be  greatly  pleased.  Cast  members, 
most  of  them  having  proven  that  they  are  capable  of  better 
scores  when  furnished  acceptable  material  with  which  to- 
work,  are  helplessly  bogged  down  by  an  unnatural  and 
loosely-knit  story.  It  concerns  an  entertainment  troupe- 
traveling the  early  west  by  stagecoach,  the  members  of 
which  become  involved  in  sundry  adventurous,  romantic 
and  allegedly  comical  situations. 

Martha  O'Driscoll.  Noah  Beery  jr.,  Leo  Carrillo,  Leon  Errol, 
Ian  Keith. 
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EXPLOITIPS 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture ; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Big  Show-Off" 

Film  features  a masked  wrestler  called  "The  Devil." 
Have  a husky  employe  in  Satan  garb  parade  through  town 

announcing — "I'm  Not  the  Big  Show-Off!  He's  at  the  

Trying  to  Be  Me."  Follow  up  with  throwaways  picturing 
devil-dressed  character — caption  to  read,  "Somebody's  Hav- 
ing a Devil  of  a Time  Impersonating  Me  at  the  “ 

In  nearby  vacant  lot,  stage  a "show-off  contest"  for  boys. 
Youngster  performing  best  hand-stand,  somersault,  etc.,  to 
be  introduced  as  “Champ"  on  your  stage  at  kiddie  matinee. 

CATCHLINES: 

When  a Shy  Gentle  Pianist  Poses  as  a Rough  and  Rowdy 
Wrestler  ...  To  Win  the  Love  of  a Limpid-Eyed  Lass  . . . 
Confusion  Rears  Its  Nutty  Noggin  . . . Especially  When  the 
Lady  Frowns  on  Fisticuffs. 

A Magnificent  Masquerade  ...  It  Boomeranged  With  a 
Bang  . . . And  a Would-Be  Muscled  Mauler  Went  Down  for 
the  Count  of  Ten  . . . Leaving  Cupid — as  Always — the 
Winner! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Grissly's  Millions" 

Arrange  with  local  newspaper  for  letter-writing  contest — 
"What  Would  You  Do  With  a Million  Dollar  Inheritance?" 
Winning  letter  to  be  blown  up  and  posted  in  your  lobby  dur- 
ing picture's  run.  Have  employe  tour  the  town  distributing 
fake  money,  remarking  "Old  Grissly  Is  Giving  Away  His 

Millions  at  the  Theatre  This  Week."  In  exchange 

for  passes,  arrange  with  merchants  for  window  display  of 
stills  of  film's  topliners,  with  caption:  "They  Are  Fighting 
Over  a Fortune  at  the  Theatre." 

CATCHLINES: 

Like  Vultures  ...  A Group  of  Greedy,  Conniving  Relatives 
Awaited  the  Death  of  an  Old  Man  . . . Hungrily  Grasping 
Toward  His  Fabulous  Fortune  . . . Until  Murder  Finally 
Climaxed  the  Horrible  Tension. 

Chosen  to  Inherit  Millions  . . . She  Was  Blackmailed  . . . 
Bullied  . . . Mercilessly  Intimidated  . . . But  a Sharp-Witted 
Sleuth  Stepped  In  . . . With  a Smashing  Solution  . . . That 
Won  Him  the  Heart  of  the  Woman  He'd  Saved  From  Prison. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Under  Western  Skies" 

Promote  some  colorful  western  posters  from  travel  bureaus 
or  railroad  agencies  and  have  them  mounted  in  your  lobby 
with  caption:  "Travel  Is  Difficult  These  Days  But  You  Can 
Be  'Under  Western  Skies'  Right  Here."  Rig  up  old  wagon 
or  jalopy  to  give  it  a covered-wagon  effect,  plaster  it  with 
blurbs,  and  have  girl  and  boy  employe  dressed  in  old- 
fashioned  western  garb  drive  it  around  town.  Arrange  with 
local  night  club  band  to  plug  tunes  from  the  film. 

CATCHLINES: 

A Rascally  Renegade  Becomes  an  Honest  Hombre  . . . 
And  a Shy  School  Master  Turns  Gang  Buster  . . . Both  Spell- 
bound by  the  Sweetest  Calico-ed  Cutie  Under  Western  Skies 
. . . Where  Anything  Can  Happen  . . . And  Does! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Hangover  Square" 

Sell  as  follow-up  to  Cregar's  role  in  "The  Lodger."  Arrange 
lobby  display  of  crime-novels-turned-movies,  center  with 
blowup  of  Patrick  Hamilton's  "Hangover  Square"  and  stills. 
Spot  signs  around  town  with  blood-dripping  daggers  point- 
ing toward  theatre  and  line,  “For  Chills,  Thrills,  Excitement 
. . . This  Way  to  HANGOVER  SQUARE."  Secure  permission 
to  designate  block  in  which  your  house  is  located  at  "Hang- 
over Square."  Print  heralds  as  scrawled  reminders — "Date 
for  Murder — Hangover  Square — Thursday." 

CATCHLINES: 

Excitement  . . . Suspense  . . . Terror  . . . His  Powerful 
Hands  Created  Heavenly  Music  . . . And  Fiendish  Death 
. . . The  Gripping  Story  of  a Brilliant  Composer  ...  In  Whose 
Secret  Soul  Lurked  the  Seeds  of  Murder. 

Ruled  by  the  Flames  of  Passion  . . . Hers  a Beauty  Used 
Only  for  Bad  ...  A Sultry  Siren  Employing  Every  Ounce  of 
Her  Exquisite  Femininity  to  Promote  Her  Own  Schemes. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Let's  Go  Steady* 

It's  a picture  that  youth  will  enjoy  more  than  their  elders 
so  see  that  they  know  you  are  showing  it  for  them.  Get  the 
local  dance-and-dine-places  to  play  it  up  and  get  local 
music  stores  to  display  the  tunes  in  it.  Ask  local  song  com- 
posers for  interviews  and  write  up  their  struggles  for  the 
local  press.  You  might  even  stage  a contest  for  the  best 
original  tune  and  get  radio  stations  to  plug  it  the  night  the 
show  opens.  Offer  free  tickets  to  the  couple  in  town  that 
has  "gone  steady"  the  longest. 

CATCHLINES: 

Youth  Will  Have  Its  Swing  . . . Can  You  Talk  live?  Hear 

It  at  Theatre  . . . This  Show  Is  a Hum-Swinger 

. . . It's  a Holiday  for  He  peats  Here  . . . Do  You  Go  Steady? 

It  Was  a Song-and-Dance  Racket  but  They  Turned  a Few 
Tricks  Themselves  ...  It  Has  Rhythm  and  Romance  and 
Tunes  Galore  . . . They  Break  Into  Printing  Their  Songs  . . . 
It's  Amateur's  Night  When  the  Songs  They  Write  Are  Hits. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Mummy's  Curse" 

Enclose  a couple  of  harmless  sugar-coated  pills  in  a 
window  envelope  and  imprint  front  with  "Protect  Yourself 
Against  the  Shock  in  Store  for  You  When  You  See  THE 

MUMMY'S  CURSE  at  the  " Have  them  distributed 

by  pretty  young  girl  in  nurse's  uniform.  Make  a mummy's 
case  for  lobby.  Inside  place  a weird  “mummy."  Have  lid 
electrically  operated  so  that  it  opens  when  patrons  come 
near  it.  Have  a Saturday  matinee  for  kids  with  prize  for 
the  most  "horrible"  costume. 

CATCHLINES: 

Your  Blood  Will  Turn  to  Ice  ...  As  Living  Mummies 
Buried  in  the  Swamps  of  the  Bayou  Rise  From  Their  Murky 
Graves  to  Strike  Terror  Through  the  Countryside!  . . . The 
Secret  Love  of  a Monster!  . . . More  Horrible  Than  a Nightmare. 


There's  a New  Zest  in  the  Old  West  . . . Whose  Buckeroos 
Woo  in  Two-Time  . . . And  Hearts  Are  Lost  in  No  Time  . . . 
In  This  Six-Gun  Saga  of  Bullets  . . . Ballads  . . . And  Buckin' 
Bronchos. 


Write — 

YOUR  REPORT  OF  THE  PICTURE  YOU 
HAVE  JUST  PLAYED  FOR  THE 
GUIDANCE  OF  FELLOW  EXHIBITORS. 

— Right  Now 

USE  THE  BLANK  ON  REVERSE  SIDE 

Just  Paste  It  on  a lc  Government  Postcard  and  Mail 


Weird  and  Thrilling  . . . The  Story  of  a Hideous  Plan  for 
Vengeance  . . . Brought  to  Bloody  Life  After  3,000  Years  of 
Death  by  the  Most  Ghastly  Monster  Ever  Loosed  on  a Terri- 
fied Populace. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Sagebrush  Heroes" 

Since  this  appeals  to  the  hero-worshiping  public,  work  up 
a local  contest  by  a questionnaire  on  heroes,  with  such 
questions  as  fit  in  with  the  local  list  of  heroes.  Ask  local 
bookstores  to  feature  western  displays  and  have  a window 
card  for  advertising  the  picture.  Ask  for  essays  on  cattle 
rustling  and  how  it  has  been  part  of  the  crime  picture  for 
so  many  years  in  the  west.  A prize  can  be  given  for  the  best 
one.  Ask  for  any  “old-timer"  stories  from  those  who  have 
lived  in  cattle  country  and  play  these  up  in  the  local  news- 
papers. 

CATCHLINES: 

Radio  Cowboy  Makes  Good  as  a Real  Life  Hero  . . . He 
Became  the  Masked  Rider  in  Real  Life  to  Get  His  Evidence 
. . . Their  Home  for  Boys  a Workhouse  Front  for  Cattle 
Rustling. 

Hoe-Down  Music  in  Homespun  Style  . . . She  Reported 
What  She  Saw — Even  Behind  the  Scenes  . . . What's  a 
Hero?  . . . Come  to  Theatre  and  See. 


The  Industry’s  Market  Place  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres , Service 


] CLEHRine  HOUSE 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word.  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steel 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
lighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 
& SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kmnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis. 


SOLID  PLASTIC  FLEXIBLE  MATTING,  sheets 
29 V2 " x 62",  9/64"  thick,  $8.95;  Automaticket  ma- 
chines, OPA  ceiling  prices;  Aluminum  reels,  $3.19; 
Flashlights,  $1.29;  Rechargeable  batteries,  $2.20; 
Flameproofed  screen  masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone 
washable  soundscreens,  30'/2C  ft.;  Steel  core  curtain 
cable,  5/16",  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
New  York  18. 


NEW  35MM  PORTABLE  sound  projectors,  amplifiers. 
Immediate  delivery.  Factory  rebuilt  units,  $390. 
STINSON  PROJECTOR  SALES,  521  S.  Lombard  Ave., 
Oak  Park,  111. 


I6MM  SOUND  PROJECTOR  — New.  Available, 
MPM,  72  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  becring,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  S200 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300 — Pt  EF- 
LESS  LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair — Amphiiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up — 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each— 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


MOTIOGRAPH  PROJECTORS,  sound  heads,  lamps, 
new  amplifier,  speaker,  rectifiers,  bases,  cabinet, 
mcgazines,  rewind,  operating — $2,250.  Also  rebuilt 
Simplexes  (rear)  new  movements,  generator,  Peer- 
less lamps,  Goodall  soundheads,  new  Operadio  am- 
plifier, bases,  magazines,  drives.  Complete  $2,250. 
Will  finance  either.  D.  F.  McCrosky,  1515  S.  Gary 
Place,  Tulsa,  Okla. 


FOR  SALE:  Two  Powers  6-E  projectors;  complete, 
in  perfect  shape;  heavy  duty  gates  and  $65  worth 
of  new  spare  parts.  $400  cash  takes  it  all.  E.  S 
Sutter,  Castle  Theatre,  1500  East  12th,  Kansas  City 
6,  Mo. 


PEERLESS  MAGNARC  MOTOR  REBUILT,  $39.50; 
Brandt  coin  changers,  cashier  delivery,  $75;  side 
delivery,  $95;  Motiograph  mechanisms,  $95;  Amplion 
intercommunicating  phones,  $11.95  pair;  Stereopti- 
cons  with  500W  lamp,  $19.95;  Forest  triple  30  amp 
rectifier,  $197.50;  low  intensity  arclamps,  $75;  com- 
plete sound-projection  outfits  available.  Ready  for 
showing,  from  $875.  Send  for  winter  bulletin. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


ONE  3 U 46C  WESTERN  ELECTRIC  SOUND  SYS- 
TEM, modernized  for  mirrophonic  reproduction;  Two 
Powers  projectors,  complete;  Two  Simplex  heads, 
rear  shutters,  complete;  Two  Preddy  reflecting  arc 
lamps;  Two  Motiograph  reflecting  arc  lamps;  Two 
50  volt,  35  ampere  motor  generators  with  control 
panels.  All  equipment  in  Denver  warehouses.  Ad- 
dress GIBRALTAR  ENTERPRISES,  INC.,  810  Fourteenth 
St.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 


DEVRY  XNORA  PROJECTOR  motor— practically 
new.  Also  a few  new  spare  parts.  COLEMAN 
THEATRE,  Coleman,  Wis. 


600  FOLDING  assembly  chairs  in  sections  of  three 
and  four  seats — in  good  condition — at  $2.10  per  seat. 
Two  Motiograph  reflecting  arc  lamps  with  large 
reflectors  and  20  /40  ampere  Hertner  generator  com- 
plete. $200  for  the  lot.  Four  genuine  Simplex  double 
bearing  movements,  very  slightly  used — at  $45  each. 
One  four  unit  Gold  Seal  ticket  selling  machine — in 
good  shape — $215.  Some  Powers  6A  mechanisms, 
also  some  6B  mechanisms  and  complete  6B  projec- 
tors at  bargain  prices.  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  & 
SUPPLY  CO.,  641  North  Seventh  St.,  Milwaukee  3, 
Wis. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


SOUNDMAN'S  COMPLETE  TESTING  OUTFITS,  just 
released,  $28.40;  two-way  speaker  systems  consist- 
ing 12"  PM  Woofer,  PM  Tweeter,  low  and  high  fre- 
quency horns,  crossover  network,  $125;  RCA  3CW 
public  address  amplifiers,  $95;  late  RCA  sound,  a-mv 
surplus.  Send  for  list.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


500  SEAT  THEATRE  FOR  SALE,  Florida.  Well  es- 
tablished. Year  round.  Ideally  located.  B-2107,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd,,  Kansas  City  1,  M-' 


SMALL  TOWN  THEATRE  west  Texas.  Drawer  B, 
BOXOFFICE,  408  S,  Harwood  St.,  Dallas  1,  Texas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  LEASE  theatre  in  southern 
California,  population  2,000  or  over.  All  replies  con- 
fidential. Give  full  particulars,  B-2109,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  RENT  THEATRE,  large  or 
small  town.  JOHN  FLAHERTY,  Danville,  111. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  LEASE  THEATRE  central  or 
northern  Indiana  or  Illinois.  1,500  to  5,000  town. 
Confidential.  Write  B-2102,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  RENT  theatre  in  northwest- 
ern town.  Write  4102  VICTORY,  Apt.  2342,  Portland 
17,  Ore. 


INTERESTED  IN  PURCHASE  or  lease  of  theatre  in 
small  New  England  town.  Prefer  town  with  no  other 
theatre,  but  will  consider  anything.  All  details  first 
letter.  B-2111,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd., 
Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


900  REBUILT  STURDY  IRWIN  CHAIRS,  reuphol- 
stered heavy  cloverleaf  panel  backs  and  box  spring 
cushions,  $7.50;  565  late  American  chairs,  recently 
reupholstered,  prewar  quality  leatherette  seven  ply 
panel  backs  and  box  spring  cushions,  $7.50;  700 
American  veneer  chairs,  three  ply  backs  and  seats, 
reconditioned,  $4.50.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


4,000  REBUILT  SOFT  BOX  SPRING  CUSHIONS,  nine 
springs  each,  newly  upholstered  with  dark  green 
army  specification  plastic  coated  leatherette.  Lasts 
for  many  years.  Interchangeable  with  any  seat, 
$1.75;  wih  metal  bottom  board,  $2.00;  green  plastic 
material,  cut  to  fit  any  size  seat,  50c.  Give  seat 
size  when  ordering.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
New  York  18. 


SEAT  COVERS 


SEAT  COVERS — Belgian  Linen — like  new,  39c  and 
59c  per  set.  Samples  59c.  EILERS,  3627  Hartford, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY,  Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


SOUND  PORTABLES,  preferably  late  16mm  and 
35mm.  Highest  prices  paid.  B-2101,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


ALL  TYPES  MOTION  PICTURE  EQUIPMENT.  High- 
est prices.  Cash.  SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  CHerry 
5573 — FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


WANTED:  500  new  or  used  veneer  theatre  sears. 
BOX  506,  Texarkana,  Ark. 


WANTED:  Several  14-inch  Goldberg  aluminum 
reels  with  four  inch  hubs.  PLAYHOUSE,  Gary,  S.  D. 


CONFECTIONS 


CANDIES,  NUTS  and  BARS,  5 and  10  cent  items; 
288  count;  5 cases  to  order.  South  American  pop- 
corn, carload  lots,  $11.10  per  hundred;  smallest  order 
10  bags;  certified  check  with  order.  Also  Theatre 
Supplies  of  all  kinds.  We  buy  and  sell  used  popcorn 
machines.  CINEPHONE  DISTRIBUTING  CO.,  1233  S. 
Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 

VARIRAY  GALVANOMETER,  noiseless  recording 
shutter  for  any  16mm  or  35mm  camera,  includes 
optical  system,  transformer  and  blueprints  for  mount- 
ing, $995;  complete  sound  recording  truck,  worth 
$15,000,  bargain  at  $7,975;  Askania-Debrie  type  35mm 
studio  camera,  3 lenses,  6 magazines,  motor;  Gyro 
tripod,  all  features,  worth  $3,000,  now  $975.  Send 
for  listings.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New 
York  18. 


HELP  WANTED 


WANTED:  RELIABLE,  EXPERIENCED  OPERATOR. 
Permanent  job,  excellent  equipment,  good  salary. 
Must  be  sober,  dependable  with  unquestioned  ref- 
erences. Also  capable  acting  as  assistant  manager. 
B-2100,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


PRCIECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  for  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  lor  the 
right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 


WANTED — OPERATOR:  Draft-exempt,  reliable,  ex- 
perienced. Simplex  and  Western  Electric.  Good  work- 
ing conditions;  only  two  matinees;  good  salary.  Must 
be  sober,  DAVIS  THEATRE,  West  Plains,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


THEATRE  MANAGER:  Recently  discharged,  mar- 
ried, only  permanent  connection  with  good  future 
considered.  Guarantee  results;  thoroughly  experi- 
enced. Jimmy  Trippe,  Guntersville,  Ala. 

INDEPENDENT  PROJECTIONIST— Fifty  years  old, 
22  years  in  one  locality.  No  liquor  or  tobacco.  Want 
lifetime  connection,  preferably  Texas.  LOCK  BOX 
565,  Omaha,  Neb. 

FULLY  EXPERIENCED  reliable  projectionist— $55. 
Two  weeks  notice  required.  B-2110,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

RESPONSIBLE,  RELIABLE,  EXPERIENCED  couple. 
Class  A projectionist.  General  maintenance.  Wife 
cashier,  floor,  assistant  manager.  Permanent.  Refer- 
ences. Fourteen  days  notice.  B-2112,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST.  Have  worked  for  South  Bend 
and  Dayton  Union  locals.  Single,  deferred.  WIL- 
LIAM KEMP,  Dover,  Ohio. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS— ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  If  you  want  the  very  best 
seasoning  for  wet  poppers,  we  have  all  you  can 
use.  Immediate  shipment.  KARMELKORN  EQUIP- 
MENT, 120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6,  111 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors,  Advance  and  Stafs.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS. 1116  South  Michiaan  Chicago  5 111 


POPCORN  MACHINES  NEW  OR  SLIGHTLY  USED. 
Highest  prices  paid  for  Burch,  Manley  or  Cretor 
B-2103,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING— Bags— Boxes— Salt— pop- 
corn machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 


BIG  CATALOG — 35mm  S.O.F.  westerns,  gangsters, 
horror  pictures.  Perfect  prints.  Send  for  list — also 
buy  your  prints.  U.S.  FILMS,  Box  117,  Passaic,  N.  J. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  auanties  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  York  City. 


STAR  PHOTOS  31/2x572  inches.  Real  high-class 
photos  of  any  movie  star,  $25  per  1,000.  Patrons  will 
rave  about  them.  Remit  with  order.  Free  samples. 
BRAM  STUDIO,  306  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City  18, 
N.Y. 


THEATRE  GAMES  WITH  GREATER  AUDIENCE 
INTEREST.  MORE  THRILLS  and  MORE  SUSPENSE. 
BINGO — $1.50  per  thousand  cards  No.  1-75  die-cut. 
Buy  direct  from  LOUIS  KESSLER,  NOVELTY  GAMES 
CO.,  1434  Bedford  Ave.,  Brooklyn  16,  N.Y.  Manufac- 
turer and  printer,  servicing  exhibitors  exclusively 
for  over  12  years.  Various  other  games  available. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  20,  1945 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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Art  work  by  the  country’s  most  famous  cartoonists.  Picture  from  the 
ramous  stage  play  seen  by  millions  in  key  cities  throughout  the  land. 

produced  by  SOL  LESSER 


ALLIED  BOARD  REAFFIRMS  ITS  APPROVAL  OF  PROPOSAL  TO  MODIFY  CONSENT 


DECREE;  FAVORS  TRIAL  OF  ANTITRUST  SUIT  IF  NO  AGREEMENT  REACHED  . . . ERIC 


JOHNSTON  SEEN  SLATED  FOR  HIGH  PO  ST  WITH  MPPDA  . . . IATSE  TO  FURTHER 


CONSIDER  PLANS  TO  ORGANIZE  FILM  SALESMEN  . . . MARCH  OF  DIMES  DRIVE  1 
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WILL  TOP  ALL  RECORDS  . . . QUARTERLY  INDEX  TO  PICTURE  GUIDE  REVIEWS  j 
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Are  You  Set?  Still  Time  To  Join! 
MARCH  OF  DIMES  WEEK  — JAN.  25  TO  31 


THAT’S  THE  TITLE 
OF  A THRILLING 
PICTURE  TO  RUN 
WHILE  BRAVE  BOYS 
HOLD  THE  LINE  ON 
THE  WESTERN  FRONT 


WHAT’S 
YOUR 
NAME? 


ARE  9 MINUTES  OF  YOUR  SCREEN-TIME 
WORTH  ONE  LIFE? 

The  most  thrilling,  timely  film  of  the  day— " WHAT’S  YOUR  NAME?""  It  will  hold 
your  audience  spellbound  and  simultaneously  inspire  them  to  be  faithful  to  the 
boys  dying  on  the  Western  Front.  That’s  what’s  in  your  power  to  do!  ""WHAT’S 
YOUR  NAME?""  is  absorbing  to  watch— and  you’ll  be  doing  your  nation  a ser- 
vice in  the  war’s  critical  phase  by  faithfully  showing  it. 

AVAILABLE  GRATIS  AT  ALL  20th  CENTURY-FOX  EXCHANGES 
Presented  by  the  War  Dept.  Produced  by  Army  Pictorial  Service,  Signal  Corps. 


kr  dr  ik  Sponsored  by  War  Activities  Committee  of  Motion  Picture  Industry,  1501  Broadway,  N.  Y.  C.  ★ ★ ★ 


MARCH  OF  DIMES  WEEK  — JAN.  25-3 
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NOW 


magazine  story  after  magazine 
ory,  as  newspaper  column  after 

wspaper  column,  as  radio 
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HUMPHREY  BOGART 


introduces  Warners’  Sensational 


LAUREN  BACALL 


TO  HAVE  AND  HAVE  NOT 

THE  HOWARD  HAWKS  PROD’N 


in  its  16th  Week  of  Warner 
Business  at  the  N.  Y.  Hollywood 


WALTER  BRENNAN  • DOLORES  MORAN  • HOAGY  CARMICHAEL 


Screen  Play  by  Jules  Furthman  & William  Faulkner 

JACK  L.  WARNER,  Executive  Producer 


THE  NATIONAL  FILM  WEEKLY 
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Jerauld,  Editor.  A.  J.  Stocker,  Eastern  Representa- 
tive. Telephone  Columbus  5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372. 

Cable  address:  "BOXOFFICE,  New  York." 

Central  Offices:  332  South  Michigan  Blvd.,  Chicago 
4,  111.  J.  Harry  Toler,  Editor  Modern  Theatre  Sec- 
tion. Telephone  WABash  4575. 

Western  Offices:  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood 
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ALBANY— 21-23  Walter  Ave.,  M.  Berrigan. 

ATLANTA — 163  Walton,  N.  W.,  P.  H.  Savin. 

BOSTON — Hotel  Statler,  Room  417,  Floyd  L.  Bell, 
Hancock  2000,  extension  244. 

BUFFALO — 20  St.  Margaret's  Court,  Jim  Schrader. 
CHARLOTTE— 216  W.  4th,  Pauline  Griffith. 

CHICAGO — 332  S.  Michigan  Blvd.,  Jonas  Perlberg, 
WABash  4575. 

CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky.,  Clara 
Hyde,  Highland  1657. 

CLEVELAND  — 2568  Overlook  Road,  Cleveland 
Heights,  Elsie  Loeb,  Fairmount  0046. 

DALLAS — 408  S.  Harwood,  V.  W.  Crisp,  Southwest- 
ern editor.  Telephone  Riverside  3553. 

DENVER— 1645  Lafayette,  J.  A.  Rose,  TA  8517. 

DE-S  MOINES — Register  & Tribune  Bldg.,  Russ  Schoch. 
DETROIT — 710  Film  Exchange  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves. 

Telephones  Randolph  1100;  Night,  Townsend  8-9424. 
HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor,  Gladstone  1186. 

INDIANAPOLIS— Howard  M.  Rudeaux,  Rt.  8,  Box  '’70. 
KANSAS  CITY — 825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.  Jesse  Shlven, 
Midwest  editor  (on  leave  to  the  army).  A.  j ' es 
Benedic,  acting  Midwest  editor,  CHestnut  777'. 
MEMPHIS — 707  Spring  St.,  Null  Adams. 
MILWAUKEE— Bradley  Bldg.,  633  North  Water  St. 

James  R.  Gahagan,  BRoadway  2362. 

MINNEAPOLIS — Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 

NEW  HAVEN— 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915.  Gertrude 
Pearson,  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS— 214  S.  Liberty  St.,  John  F.  Elzey. 
NEW  YORK  CITY — 9 Rockefeller  Plaza.  Paul  Perez, 
News  Editor. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Robert  Busch,  Uptown  Theatre. 
OMAHA — Lou  Gerdes,  Omaha  World-Herald  Bldg. 
PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia  Record  Bldg.,  Broad 
and  Wood  Sts.,  E.  J.  Hunter. 

PITTSBURGH — 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F.  Kiingen- 
smith,  ATlantic  4858. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— 925  N.  W.  19th  St.,  Harold  Donner. 
ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett,  Flan- 
ders 3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Milner  Hotel,  33  W.  2nd  South 
St.,  Viola  B.  Hutton,  3-2776. 

SAN  ANTONIO— 531  North  St.,  L.  J.  B.  Ketner. 

SAN  FRANCISCO— 25  Taylor  St.,  Gail  Lipman, 
ORdway  4812-4813. 

SEATTLE — 2418  2nd  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper,  Seneca  2460. 
WASHINGTON— 1217  H St.,  N.  W.,  A1  Sherman, 
Executive  0715.  Filmrow:  932  New  Jersey,  N.  W., 
Sara  Young. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
HAMILTON— 20  Holton,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
MONTREAL— 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G.,  Roy  Car- 
michael, Walnut  5519. 

ST.  JOHN— 116  Prince  Edward  St.,  Wm.  J.  McNulty. 
TORONTO — 242  Milwood,  Milton  Galbraith. 
VANCOUVER — 411  Lyric  Theatre  Bldg.,  Jack  Droy. 
VICTORIA — 1330  Dallas  Road,  Gordon  MacKintosh. 
WINNIPEG— 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 
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HE  star  system,  which  has  been  found  to  be  of 
great  value  to  the  motion  picture,  has  at  times  proved  a dis- 
advantage. Such  a time  is  now,  when  the  war  has  taken  so 
many  of  the  topflight  leading  men  as  well  as  many  who 
were  very  close  to  stellar  rank.  New  ones  have  come  up,  but 
their  names  have  not  yet  attained  the  magnetic  value  desired. 
That  name  value  has  to  be  built.  And  that  is  something  re- 
quiring the  combined  efforts  of  the  producer,  the  distributor 
and  the  exhibitor. 

Producers  have  recognized  the  need  for  new  faces  and, 
in  the  past  several  years,  have  introduced  many.  Some  have 
taken  hold  rapidly.  Others  are  still  in  the  “laboratory"  stage. 
Distributors,  to  be  sure,  have  done  their  part  in  selling  these 
new  people  to  exhibitors  who  more  often  ask,  “Who's  in  it?" 
rather  than  “What  is  it  about?"  Perhaps,  because  they  have 
been  prone  to  let  the  picture  sell  itself  on  its  star  rather  than 
story  value,  exhibitors  have  not  done  the  job  of  selling  new 
faces  to  the  public  to  the  extent  that  they  should. 

We  have  heard  exhibitors  say,  “Why  should  I build  up 
their  new  players,  when  it  will  only  end  by  my  paying  more 
money  for  their  pictures?"  That  is  a short-sighted  policy,  for 
in  building  up  new  star  values  the  potential  worth  of  the  pic- 
tures in  which  they  appear  is  greatly  enhanced.  Fortunately, 
not  all  exhibitors  think  along  the  negative  line;  and  enough 
of  them  give  the  playing  time  and  the  merchandising  neces- 
sary to  pictures  in  which  virtual  "unknowns"  are  featured  to 
help  develop  the  new  line  of  top  players  that  must  every  so 
often  come  to  the  front. 

In  recent  years  producers  have  done  much  to  develop 
public  interest  in  new  names  and  new  faces.  In  the  promo- 
tional way  they  have  used  radio,  personal  appearances  and 
the  press.  And,  highly  important,  they  have  supplied  good 
story  material  and  carefully  cast  these  new  principals  in 
roles  to  which  they  were  suited. 

But,  call  it  necessity  or  what  you  will,  the  producer  has 
sometimes  held  back  the  development  of  new  stellar  name 
attractions  by  too  long  an  adherance  to  the  interchange  of 
top  rank  players  that  originated  some  few  years  ago  when 
“star  shortage"  was  even  more  serious  than  it  has  been 
during  the  war. 

There  have  been  occasions  when  one  studio  had  a 
vehicle,  the  principal  role  of  which  was  made  to  order  for  a 
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certain  name  player.  So  they  "borrowed"  that  player  from 
the  studio  to  which  he  or  she  was  under  contract,  part  of  the 
deal  calling  for  the  "loan"  of  another  player  from  the  contract 
list.  Such  an  arrangement  has  had  a tendency  to  reduce  the 
development  of  new  talent.  It  was  expedient.  And,  usually, 
it  was  more  profitable.  Sometimes  it  had  the  additional  value 
of  building  new  fame  for  an  established  player  whose  popu- 
larity may  have  been  slipping.  There  are  several  notable 
evidences  of  such  circumstances. 

On  the  other  hand  there  have  been  occasions  when  an 
important  star  refused  to  appear  in  the  role  selected  for  his 
or  her  next  attraction,  when  one  of  that  same  studio's  newer 
players  was  substituted  and  emerged  a star  of  first  rank.  Ad- 
mittedly, the  story  had  much  to  do  with  these  notable  cases. 
And,  while  there  have  not  been  many  of  them,  they  have 
been  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  expedient  way,  the  so-called 
assured-success  way,  is  not  always  the  best.  Show  business 
is  always  a gamble  and  sometimes  the  long  shot  is  the  winner. 

The  star  system  has  been  a part  of  this  business  from  its 
very  earliest  days.  There  have  been  many  efforts  to  over- 
throw it,  but  they  have  not  had  much  success.  To  the  pic- 
turegoer  the  star,  generally,  is  the  known  value;  but  story 
value  is  what  determines  the  success  of  the  picture  in  which 
the  star  appears.  The  combination  of  good  story  value  and 
star  attraction  value  pleases  the  most  people,  both  in  and  out 
of  this  business. 

Just  as  many  another  business  spends  great  sums  of 
money  in  research  laboratories  to  improve  its  product,  so 
must  this  industry  give  proper  attention  to  the  creation  and 
development  of  one  of  the  most  important  ingredients  of  its 
product — talent.  The  new  name,  the  new  face,  must  be  given 
its  chance.  That  means  not  merely  the  chance  to  appear  in 
pictures,  but  to  have  those  pictures  shown  on  as  many 
screens  as  possible. 

The  exhibitor,  therefore,  provides  the  "laboratory"  in  which 
the  acid  test  is  made.  His  screen  time  and  his  effort  to  sell 
the  public  constitute  his  investment  in  this  worth-while  "re- 
search" work  done  in  the  interest  of  future  dividends.  It  can 
also  bring  very  good  immediate  returns. 
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March  of  Dimes  Premiere 
Nets  One  Million  Dollars 

Industry’s  drive  for  funds  to  aid  Nat’l 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis  in  first 
day  garners  more  than  fifth  of  total  goal 
set  for  the  nation. 


Murray  Wins  Antitrust  Suit; 
Awarded  $105,000  Damages 

Veteran  Chicago  exhibitor  gets  federal  jury 
verdict  against  rival  owners  and  four  dis- 
tributing companies  on  charges  of  first  run 
picture  discrimination. 


May  Force  Exhibitors 
To  Pick  Up  Film  Cans 

WPB  and  ODT  turn  down  carriers’  re- 
quest for  raise  in  preference  rating  for  tires; 
existing  shortage  threatens  distribution  to 
theatres,  army  camps. 


Canadian  Showmen  Fight 
Federal  20%  House  Tax 

“We’ll  cooperate  with  the  government,  but 
we’ll  battle  against  this  levy,”  said  Spokes- 
man J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  for  Dominion  film- 
folk  protesting  against  increasing  imposts. 


Booth  Replacement  Pleas 
Closely  Scanned  by  WPB 

Government  agency  approves  production 
program  for  second  quarter  of  ’45;  equip- 
ment will  be  installed  only  where  urgently 
needed. 


Federal  Judge  Reappoints 
Trio  to  N.  Y.  Appeal  Board 

Terms  of  George  W.  Alger,  Albert  W.  Put- 
nam and  Robert  McC.  Marsh  extended  to 
Feb.  1,  1946,  by  Justice  Goddard,  with  ma- 
jors’ attorneys  consenting. 


U.  S.  Product  Dominates 
Canadian  Film  Field 

American  motion  pictures  in  lead  almost 
to  exclusion  of  any  others,  says  Chief  Na- 
than D.  Golden,  reporting  for  the  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Commerce. 


C.  B.  DeMille  Loses  Round 
In  Fight  Against  AFRA 

High  court  refuses  impresario’s  plea  for 
injunction  against  American  Federation  of 
Radio  Artists;  he  will  be  forced  to  retire 
from  air  pending  probable  appeal. 


Rank  Invited  to  Attend 
ITOA  Meeting  in  May 

Cabled  invitation  sent  by  Harry  Brandt, 
following  David  Rose’s  statement  that  he 
probably  would  return  to  this  country  with 
British  magnate. 


ALLIED  BOARD  RENEWS  STAND 
ON  MODIFICATION  OF  DECREE 


Voice  Criticism  of  WAC  Operation; 
Oppose  Continuation  After  War 


Favors  Trial  of  Antitrust 
Suit  if  Agreement  Not 
Reached  at  Hearing 

By  J.  M.  JERAULD 

COLUMBUS — Allied’s  board  has  reaffirmed 
its  approval  of  the  attorney  general’s  pro- 
posals for  modifying  the  consent  decree,  and 
has  taken  a stand  in  favor  of  trial  of  the 
antitrust  suit  in  case  no  agreement  is  reached 
in  pending  conferences  before  Judge  God- 
dard in  New  York  federal  court. 

Pending  next  regular  or  special  meeting 
of  the  board,  the  executive  committee  will 
have  the  authority  to  present  argument  to 
the  court,  and  to  seek  to  intervene  if  it  sees 
fit.  The  proposals  for  modification  of  the 
decree  were  presented  to  the  court  August  7. 

In  resolutions  passed  at  the  first  session 
of  the  two-day  conference  here  the  board 
“urges  distributors  to  give  favorable  consid- 
eration to  those  proposals  to  the  end  that 
existing  uncertainties  and  confusion  may  be 
dispelled  and  all  elements  may  enter  upon 
the  dangerous  postwar  period  on  a firm  legal 
foundation  and  united  in  observance  of  fair 
trade  practices.” 

Martin  Smith  Re-Elected 

Officers  were  re-elected  as  fallows:  Presi- 
dent, Martin  G.  Smith;  chairman  and  gen- 
eral counsel,  Abram  F.  Myers;  treasurer,  Wil- 
liam L.  Ainsworth;  secretary,  Roy  E.  Harrold; 
recording  secretary,  P.  J.  Wood;  executive 
committee:  Smith,  chairman;  H.  A.  Cole,  Sid- 
ney Samuelson  and  Jack  Kirsch.  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg declined  re-election. 

If  distributors  shall  remain  obdurate  in 
their  rejection  of  the  attorney  general’s  pro- 
posals, the  resolution  continues,  “making 
impossible  entry  of  an  adequate  final  or  ad 
interim  decree  by  consent,  then  Allied  States 
will  support  such  legal  steps  as  the  attorney 
general  may  be  compelled  to  take  in  order 
to  break  the  existing  deadlock  to  obtain  somr 
measure  of  temporary  relief  and  to  force 
trial  of  the  case  on  its  merits. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio 
Tuesday  night  went  on  record  as  indorsing 
the  movement  of  St.  Louis  exhibitors,  who 
have  requested  the  WMC  to  declare  167  pro- 
jectionists there  as  nonessential  and  avail- 
able for  war  plant  jobs.  The  directors  ap- 
proved the  letter  sent  by  Louis  K.  Ansell, 
heading  an  exhibitors’  committee,  to  Con- 
gressman Andrew  J.  May,  that  “theatres  are 
compelled  by  union  pressure  to  keep  men  at 
work.” 

“Feather-Bedding”  Is  Opposed 

During  the  discussion,  P.  J.  Wood,  secre- 
tary of  the  ITO,  said  it  was  Allied’s  policy 
to  oppose  all  forms  of  “feather-bedding.”  It 
is  expected  J;he  Allied  national  board  will 
take  similar  action. 

In  the  consent  decree  section  of  his 
annual  report  to  National  Allied’s  board 
of  directors,  Abram  F.  Myers  described  major 
company  counsel  as  “stiff-necked”  in  their 
negotiations  with  the  government  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  a compromise  would 
be  “to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned  while 
entering  the  precarious  reconversion  period 
with  practices  and  procedures  stabilized.” 

“These  considerations  should  engage  the 
attention  of  the  responsible  heads,  not  only 
of  the  five  so-called  consenting  companies, 
but  of  all  branches  of  the  industry,”  he  said. 

After  reviewing  various  Allied  moves  in 
connection  with  the  decree  since  the  last 


COLUMBUS — Continuation  of  the  War 
Activities  Committee  after  the  war  was  op- 
posed by  Allied  directors  on  the  grounds 
“that  there  will  be  no  reason  for  its  con- 
tinued existence.”  A vote  to  this  effect  was 
taken  at  the  second  day  session  of  the  board 
here. 

Allied  will  continue  to  share  in  all  efforts 
of  the  WAC  until  hostilities  cease,  but  takes 
the  stand  that  “some  activities  of  the  com- 
mittee have  gone  beyond  the  scope  of  the 
original  function  set  up  for  it  without  con- 
sultation with  industry  figures  familiar  with 
regional  problems.” 

The  resolution  says: 

“Proper  activities  include  the  showing  of 
government-approved  reels;  participation  in 
loan  drives  and  raising  of  funds  for  various 
war  relief  agencies,”  and  the  board  pledged 
continued  support  of  these,  but  added:  “None- 
theless, the  board's  duty  requires  it  to  point 
out  that  that  committee,  in  its  inner  coun- 
cils, is  not  representative  of  the  industry  as 
a whole,”  continuing: 

“Authority  and  duties  of  several  commit- 
tees and  officers  have  not  been  defined; 
many  of  the  most  important  decisions,  and 
selection  of  chairmen  for  war  loan  and  other 
campaigns,  are  made  by  two  or  three  indi- 
viduals, without  reference  or  consultation  with 
supposedly  responsible  committees. 

“The  board  also  feels  it  should  express 
its  view  that  the  committee  goes  far  beyond 
its  original  purpose  when  it  names  indi- 
viduals familiar  with  conditions  in  only  single 


annual  meeting  he  said:  “The  distributors 
were  unyielding  in  their  attitude  and  finally 
the  patience  of  the  department  of  justice 
was  exhausted.” 

“Since  the  Bretton  Woods  meeting  the 
court  has  set  down  the  government’s  appli- 
cation for  hearing  on  March  5,”  he  con- 
tinued. "The  stiff-necked  attitude  of  the  dis- 
tributors’ attorneys  has  posed  a problem  for 
the  government — the  problem  of  framing  is- 
sues on  which  the  court  can  grant  relief 
pending  a trial  and  decision  on  the  issue  of 
divorcement.  The  situation  is  unsatisfactory 
to  all  concerned.  It  involves  the  sacrifice  of 
desirable  and  workable  provisions  to  those 
which  are  merely  legal;  that  is,  legal  in  the 
sense  that  they  are  within  the  power  of  the 
court  to  impose  over  the  defendants’  objec- 
tions. 

Outlines  Distributors’  “Strategy” 

“For  example,  it  might  mean  dropping  the 
proposal  for  ascertaining  reasonable,  clear- 
ance in  accordance  with  a fair  yardstick  by 
means  of  arbitration,  in  favor  of  an  in- 
junctive provision,  hard  and  inflexible,  elim- 
inating all  clearance  between  theatres  charg- 
ing the  same  admission  price.  The  strategy 
of  the  distributors  apparently  is  dictated  by 
the  hope  (1)  that  the  delay  will  enable  them 
to  muster  the  necessary  influence  to  stay 
the  attorney  general’s  hand,  and  (2)  that 
measures  of  a purely  legalistic  nature  will  be 
evolved  which  will  so  discourage  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  that  they  will  abandon 
their  efforts  to  secure  needed  reforms  in  the 
industry  organization  and  practice.  While 


film  territories,  to  represent  and  speak  for 
the  entire  industry  in  reference  to  manpower 
and  material  shortage,  fuel  conservation  and 
other  matters  not  within  the  original  intent 
of  the  committee.” 

The  board  suggested  that  the  responsi- 
bilities and  functions  of  WAC  should  be  de- 
fined clearly  for  the  remaining  period  of  the 
war. 

Spyros  Skouras  and  Tom  Connors  spoke 
for  nearly  three  hours  at  a closed  session 
Wednesday  night.  Rentals  on  a number  of 
recent  20th-Fox  films  were  discussed  and 
the  methods  of  handling  the  showing  of 
“Winged  Victory”  were  taken  up.  Connors 
replied  to  a number  of  comments  on  film 
rentals. 

Col.  Harry  A.  Cole  reported  on  his  study 
of  changes  in  the  serial  numbering  of  tickets 
for  the  purpose  of  making  blind  checking 
difficult.  His  recommendations  were  ap- 
proved and  will  be  presented  to  the  com- 
missioner of  internal  revenue. 

Nathan  Yamins  made  a report  on  16mm 
competition  and  his  committee’s  work  was 
approved,  and  it  will  be  continued.  At  the 
moment,  16mm  competition  is  held  not  a 
serious  problem  because  of  raw  stock  re- 
strictions. For  the  same  reason  no  action 
was  taken  on  Irving  Dollinger’s  report  on 
sources  of  new  films. 

The  Caravan  Committee,  consisting  of 
Samuelson,  Cole,  Rosenberg  and  Ainsworth, 
was  continued  and  a budget  set  for  its 
functions. 


the  defendants  may  succeed  in  postponing 
the  final  reckoning,  they  will  not  escape 
with  their  monopolistic  power  intact  . . . . 

“.  . . . There  is  an  abundance  for  all  in 
this  great  industry  and  what  the  producer- 
distributors  might  risk  by  abandoning  their 
monopolistic  practices  would  be  small  in- 
deed compared  to  the  legitimate  income 
which  they  would  retain  and  the  increased 
rewards  according  to  a healthy  united  in- 
dustry.” 

No  Cut  in  Admission  Tax  Seen; 

A Strong  Possibility  of  Raises 

COLUMBUS — There  is  no  prospect  for  a 
decrease  in  admission  taxes  and  there  is  a 
strong  possibility  that  the  treasury  depart- 
ment might  demand  further  increases  at  any 
time,  says  Abram  F.  Myers  in  his  annual 
report  to  the  Allied  board  of  directors. 

Municipalities  are  showing  increasing- 
signs  of  a desire  to  impose  their  own  ticket 
taxes,  he  states.  States,  generally  are  in 
good  financial  shape,  he  says,  and  the  dan- 
ger of  increases  from  these  is  not  so  acute. 

The  President’s  budget  message  ended  all 
prospects  for  federal  reductions,  he  states. 

“If  the  imposition  of  admission  and  gross 
receipts  taxes  is  left  to  the  cities  and  towns, 
competitive  conditions  as  between  adjoining 
and  nearby  towns  will  be  disturbed  and 
grave  discriminations  will  result,”  he  con- 
cludes. 

These  problems  constitute  a challenge  to 
the  independent,  who  must  constantly  be  on 
his  toes,  the  board  chairman  warned. 
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KIBIING  ABOVE  ALL  OTv-v^ps . . . WITH  THE  FIRST  TWO 
HITS  THAT  START  ITS  YlVIOST  EVENTFUL  YEAR 


fliteriei  '« 


I 


1. 


Lli  Ji  1 11  v 


WITH  HIT  AFTER  HIT  FROM 
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CENTURY-FOX 


PLEASE,  MISTER, 
DO  YOUR  BEST! 
MARCH  OF  DIMES! 


ERIC  JOHNSTON  SEEN  SLATED 
FOR  A HIGH  POST  WITH  MPPDA 


One  Report  Is  to  Effect 
Will  Hays  Will  Assume 
Board  Chairmanship 

NEW  YORK — Persistent  reports  that  Eric 
Johnston,  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  will  become  head 
of  the  MPPDA,  are  known  to  be  based  upon 
the  fact  that  an  offer  has  been  made  him 
to  join  the  organization. 

Acceptance  or  rejection,  or  modification 
of  the  original  proposal,  is  up  to  him,  it  is 
understood.  Johnston’s  present  post — one 
that  has  given  him  national  prominence  in 
the  past  two  years — is  a nonsalaried  posi- 
tion, but  he  receives  expenses.  He  is  said 
to  be  independently  wealthy  and  not  to  be 
interested  in  the  financial  angles  of  his 
present  job. 

No  comment  on  the  latest  report  that  an 
agreement  has  actually  been  signed  came  from 
the  Hays  office. 

Several  Angles  to  Negotiations 

When  first  reports  of  an  offer  to  Johnston 
were  circulated  several  weeks  ago  they  were 
to  the  effect  that  he  would  succeed  Hays. 
Several  prominent  film  executives  have  stat- 
ed that  this  was  true  only  in  part.  It  was 
indicated  that  Hays  was  willing  to  become 
chairman  of  the  board,  if  Johnston  would 
become  president.  Heads  of  some  of  the 
major  companies  have  indicated  they  want 
Hays  to  continue  because  of  his  vast  back- 
ground of  experience  and  skill  in  conducting 
public  relations. 

Latest  reports  are  to  the  effect  that  Hays 
has  been  conducting  the  negotiations  with 
Johnston  and  that  the  proposal  put  up  to 
Johnston  was  that  he  become  executive  vice- 
president.  Johnston  went  to  the  coast  three 
weeks  ago  to  discuss  this  with  some  of  the 
production  executives,  it  is  said. 

All  concerned  are  seeking  a solution  of  the 
current  division  of  opinion  in  the  hope  that 
H.  M.  Warner  will  withdraw  his  resignation 
and  that  a man  with  impressive  prestige  in 
Washington  and  elsewhere  will  take  hold  of 
the  numerous  international  and  domestic 
postwar  problems. 

No  official  statement  has  been  made,  but 
it  is  understood  that  Hays’  contract  expires 
in  May  and  that  Johnston’s  term  expires 
about  the  same  time. 

Johnston  has  been  a spectacular  figure  in 
the  business  world  for  some  time.  He  is  a 
native  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  but  has  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  the  state  of  Washington. 
He  graduated  from  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington in  1917.  He  joined  the  marines  short- 
ly afterward  and  when  he  was  discharged 
he  held  the  rank  of  captain. 

Founded  an  Electrical  Firm 

In  1922  he  organized  the  Brown-Johnston 
Co.,  retail  electrical  firm,  at  Spokane.  In 
1933  he  founded  the  Columbia  Electric  Co., 
of  which  he  is  president.  He  also  is  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  the  Washington  Brick, 
Lime  and  Sewer  Pipe  Co.;  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Seattle,  the  New 
World  Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  the  Spokane 
and  Eastern  Trust  Co. 

Johnston  was  elected  president  of  the 
Spokane  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  1931  and 
a director  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  United  States  in  1934.  He  became  presi- 
dent in  1942. 

His  civic  activities  expanded  rapidly  after 
that.  He  is  a former  president  of  the  In- 


ERIC  JOHNSTON 

land  Empire  Manufacturers  Ass’n,  former 
chairman  of  the  Washington  State  Progress 
Committee,  of  the  Eastern  Washington  Wel- 
fare Committee,  and  of  the  Inter-American 
Economic  Development  Committee. 

Early  in  1943  he  became  a member  of  the 
Economic  Development  Committee,  the  War 
Manpower  Commission  and  the  Committee 
for  Drafting  Federal  Employes.  He  also  is 
a member  of  the  War  Mobilization  and  Re- 
conversion Board;  trustee  of  Whitman  Col- 
lege, Washington.  He  has  LLD  degrees  from 
Whitman,  Witworth  College  and  the  Rhode 
Island  State  College.  He  was  a Republican 
candidate  for  U.S.  senator  from  Washington 
in  1940. 

Possible  Presidential  Candidate 

Early  in  1944  he  was  mentioned  as  a pos- 
sible candidate  for  the  Republican  nomina- 
tion for  the  presidency,  and  he  is  still  con- 
sidered a possibility  for  the  next  nomina- 
tion. 

Johnston  is  a prolific  writer.  His  “America 
Unlimited”  was  published  by  the  American 
Mercury  and  Doubleday,  Doran.  He  makes 
frequent  speeches  at  public  gatherings  all 
across  the  country  and  his  liberalism  has  at- 
tracted widespread  attention.  Last  year  he 
visited  Joseph  Stalin  at  Moscow. 

His  home  is  in  Spokane,  but  he  spends 
much  time  in  Washington  and  New  York. 


"Movies  at  War"  Subject 
Of  Coe's  Capital  Talk 

WASHINGTON  — Charles  Francis  Coe, 
counsel  and  vice-president  of  the  MPPDA, 
will  address  the  Advertising  Club  of  Wash- 
ington on  Tuesday,  January  30,  at  a lunch- 
eon salute  to  the  motion  picture  industry  to 
be  held  in  Hotel  Statler.  Coe  will  talk  on 
“Movies  at  War.” 

Invited  guests  who  are  members  of  the  in- 
dustry include  John  J.  Payette,  Carter  Bar- 
ion,  Abe  Lichtman,  John  Allen,  Fred  Kogod, 
A1  Sherman,  Fred  Boucher. 

Ray  Bell,  former  film  publicist  and  now 
public  relations  director  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Central  Airlines,  arranged  the  meeting. 


Acceptance  of  Offer  May 
Induce  Warner  Bros. 

To  Stay  in  the  Fold 

WASHINGTON— Eric  Johnston,  president 
of  the  U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  slated 
to  become  executive  vice-president  of  the 
MPPDA,  with  headquarters  in  Washington. 
The  new  post  will  be  assumed  by  Johnston 
soon  after  May  of  this  year,  when  his  pres- 
ent term  as  CofC  president  expires,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  the  progress  of  the  war 
permits. 

In  confirming  the  report  that  he  had  been 
approached  by  the  MPPDA,  Johnston  said 
“it  would  be  a new  job  in  the  industry  and 
it  would  not  be  as  successor  to  Will  Hays.” 

He  added:  “I  could  not  make  such  a move 
until  much  nearer  the  end  of  the  war,  but  I 
have  been  approached  by  leaders  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  to  accept  a place  with 
them.” 

While  insisting  that  no  conclusions  have 
been  reached  regarding  the  post,  it  was 
learned  that  Johnston  has  been  conferring 
with  industry  executives  in  Washington  and 
Hollywood  for  the  last  three  weeks.  Specula- 
tion regarding  the  position  offered  Johnston 
has  centered  around  the  possibility  that  in 
time  Hays  may  become  chairman  of  the 
board,  with  Johnston  assuming  the  presi- 
dency of  MPPDA. 

The  acceptance  by  Johnston  of  a top  spot 
with  the  Hays  office  may  prompt  Warner 
Brothers  to  recall  their  resignation  from 
that  organization,  it  was  reported  here.  The 
Warner  resignation  takes  effect  in  May,  co- 
incidental with  Johnston’s  departure  from 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  presidency. 

It  was  felt  here  that  Johnston’s  new  post 
with  MPPDA  would  bring  a refreshing  and 
further  progressive  note  to  the  organization. 
His  influence  on  Capitol  Hill  has  been  exert- 
ed time  and  time  again  and  his  approach  to 
business  problems  has  made  him  an  influ- 
ential leader  in  all  walks  of  life. 


Orson  Welles  Criticizes 
'Middleman  s'  Meddling 

Washington — Orson  Welles,  at  a lunch- 
eon of  the  National  Press  Club  here, 
stated  that  fostering  “progressive,  liberal 
ideas”  in  motion  picture  production  and 
in  radio  is  almost  impossible  so  long  as 
“middlemen”  interfere  in  film  presenta- 
tion and  sponsors  interfere  in  radio. 

During  a question  and  answer  period 
following  a brief  talk  on  “The  Menace 
of  Fascism,”  Welles  was  asked  how  he 
proposed  to  put  across  his  ideas  on  either 
screen  or  radio.  Welles  replied  that  it  is 
virtually  impossible  in  the  films,  because 
“certain  elements”  do  not  wish  the  public 
to  know  many  facts,  while  in  radio  the 
sponsor  often  bears  down  upon  the  artist 
to  keep  him  from  becoming  a contro- 
versial subject. 

Welles  also  insisted  that  the  so-called 
“middlemen  and  other  parts  of  men,” 
especially  the  exhibitor,  exert  too  much 
influence  upon  film  production  through 
their  control  of  release  dates,  thus  “ham- 
pering the  artist  who  seeks  maturity  in 
the  pictures  in  which  he  plays.” 
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" The  Plays  the  Thing"; 
Makes  Stars  for  20th 


By  CHARLES  BECKER 

NEW  YORK — Like  all  other  companies, 
20th  Century-Fox  was  confronted  early  in  the 
war  with  the  prospect  of  losing  important  male 
players  and  not  being  able  to  find  youngsters 
to  build  up  in  their  places.  To  meet  this 
situation  it  adopted  the  definite  policy  of 
going  into  the  market  for  the  strongest  plays 
and  books  it  could  find. 

Some  of  the  results  have  amazed  even  the 
20th-Fox  executives. 

Tom  J.  Connors,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution,  points  with  pride  to  the  suc- 
cesses achieved  by  “Wilson,”  “Winged  Vic- 
tory,” “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom,”  “Home 
in  Indiana,”  “Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling”  and 
“Claudia.” 

“Wilson,”  most  expensive  of  them  all,  set 
Alexander  Knox  on  the  road  to  fame  over- 
night. Each  one  of  the  others  has  pro- 
duced one  or  more  new  stars. 

“Serious  Problem,”  Says  Connors 

“Shortly  after  the  war  broke  out,”  the  sales 
executive  said,  “we  at  20th-Fox  realized  we 
were  confronted  with  a serious  problem.  Our 
important  male  stars  were  either  entering 
the  armed  services  or  were  considering  tak- 
ing the  step.  This  was  only  a natural  thing 
for  young  men  in  the  prime  of  life  to  do. 

“Among  the  male  stars  who  went  to  war 
were  Tyrone  Power,  Henry  Fonda,  Victor  Ma- 
ture, George  Montgomery  and  others.  Of 
course,  this  made  a dent  in  our  roster  of 
stars.  We  seemed  to  have  been  hit  harder 
than  any  of  the  other  companies.” 

Connors  said  that  there  were  only  two 
alternatives,  and  both  of  these  steps  were 
taken  by  Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck,  in  charge  of  production. 

“We  reapplied  the  old  truism  in  show  busi- 
ness that  the  play’s  the  thing,  when  we  ob- 
tained hit  plays  and  best-seller  novels.  The 
production  executives  obtained  the  services 
of  actors  and  actresses  who  had  shown  pre- 
vious signs  of  talent  and  assigned  them  to 
expensive  productions. 

“It  should  be  made  clear  that  personalities 
we  starred  in  the  lavish  productions  were 
not  untried  performers.  Fortunately  all  of 
them  lived  up  to  the  confidence  that  was 
reposed  in  them. 

“As  a result  we  have  had  such  outstand- 
ing performances  as  Jennifer  Jones  in  ‘The 
Song  of  Bernadette’;  Alexander  Knox  and 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald  in  ‘Wilson’;  Gregory 
Peck  in  ‘The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom’;  June 
Haver  and  Dick  Haymes  in  ‘Irish  Eyes  Are 
Smiling’  and  Jeanne  Crain,  Lon  McCallister 
and  June  Haver  in  ‘Home  in  Indiana.’ 

Has  More  New  Personalities 

“We  did  not  feel  that  we  were  experi- 
menting in  placing  these  roles  in  the  hands 
of  performers  who  might  have  been,  per- 
haps, new  to  the  medium  of  the  screen.  We 
felt  confident  that  the  public  would  ac- 
claim them  for  their  talent  as  soon  as  they 
had  a chance  to  see  their  first  big  picture.” 

Connors  paid  tribute  to  20th-Fox  produc- 
tion executives  for  the  perfect  casting  job 
of  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  and  praised 
the  performance  of  Peggy  Ann  Garner  in 
the  film. 

Two  new  personalities  now  appearing  in  hit 
Broadway  musicals  have  been  signed  by  20th- 
Fox.  They  are  Celeste  Holm  of  “Bloomer 
Girl,”  formerly  of  “Oklahoma,”  and  Jackie 
Gleason,  comedian  in  “Follow  the  Girls.” 

Already  a movement  is  growing  to  present 
Gregory  Peck,  a comparative  newcomer  to 


the  screen,  with  an  award  for  one  of  the 
best  performances  of  the  year  as  Father 
Chisholm  in  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom.” 

Twentieth-Fox  has  acquired  the  following 
literary  properties  which  will  enable  the 
company  to  continue  its  present  policy  of 
filming  the  outstanding  books  and  plays: 

“Captain  From  Castille,”  by  Samuel  Shella- 
barger;  “Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam,”  by 
Margaret  Landon;  “Leave  Her  to  Heaven,” 
by  Ben  Ames  Williams;  “Razor’s  Edge,”  by 
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Somerset  Maugham;  “Dragonwyk,”  by  Anya 
Seton;  “A  Bell  for  Adano,”  by  John  Hersey; 
“Forever  Amber,”  by  Kathleen  Winsor;  “Cen- 
tennial Summer”  by  Albert  E.  Idell,  and 
“Thunderhead — Son  of  Flicka,”  by  Mary 
O’Hara. 

Illinois  Clearance  Case 
Dismissed  in  Chicago 

NEW  YORK — The  some  run  and  clear- 
ance complaint  brought  by  R.  J.  Miller, 
owner  of  the  Colony,  McHenry,  111.,  against 
the  five  consenting  distributors  was  dis- 
missed in  the  Chicago  tribunal  by  Arbitrator 
William  A.  McSwain. 

In  his  decision  McSwain  said  in  part: 

. . For  ten  years  he  has  been  exhibiting 
pictures  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  some 
run  having  been  denied  him  at  any  time  . . . 
From  the  standpoint  of  population  of  com- 
munity, size  and  desirability  of  theatre  and 
actual  revenue  paid  to  distributors,  the 
Colony’s  playing  position  behind  that  of  the 
Miller,  El  Tovar  and  Catlow  is  neither  un- 
fair nor  unreasonable  . . .” 

Interested' parties  named  in  the  complaint 
were  Publix  Great  States  Theatres,  Inc., 
Balaban  & Katz  Corp.,  Woodstock  Amuse- 
ment Corp.  and  El  Tovar  Theatre  Co. 

In  a complaint  filed  in  the  New  Orleans 
tribunal,  Benton  Roy,  operating  the  Roy 
Theatre,  Mansura,  La.,  demands  “some  run” 
under  Section  VI  of  the  consent  decree. 
Twentieth-Fox,  RKO,  Warners  and  Para- 
mount are  the  defendants.  Joy  Theatre  of 
the  Joy  circuit  located  in  the  same  town  was 
designated  as  an  interested  party. 


Saphier  and  Fizdale 
Get  Selznick  Agency 

HOLLYWOOD — Myron  Selznick  and  Co., 
pioneer  talent  agency,  will  be  operated  by  a 
group  headed  by  James  L.  Saphier  and  Tom 
Fizdale.  The  name  of  the  company  will  be 
retained. 

The  business  of  the  James  L.  Saphier 
Agency  and  the  Selznick  Agency  will  be 
merged  and  joint  offices  will  be  maintained 
in  the  Myron  Selznick  Bldg.,  Beverly  Hills, 
and  the  Selznick  offices  in  Radio  City,  New 
York.  Saphier  said  that  the  personnel  of 
both  agencies  would  be  retained  and  that 
details  of  expansion  plans  will  be  announced 
shortly. 

Martin  Gang,  who  represented  Saphier  in 
the  negotiations,  and  Lester  W.  Roth,  attor- 
ney for  the  estate  of  Myron  Selznick,  will  be 
associated  with  the  new  enterprises.  Monica 
McCall  in  charge  of  Selznick’s  New  York 
offices,  will  continue  in  charge  of  the  com- 
bined offices  there.  Bruce  Powell  will  re- 
main in  charge  of  the  New  York  branch’s 
radio  department.  The  theatrical,  radio, 
publishing  and  television  activities  of  the 
New  York  office  will  be  expanded. 

Tom  Fizdale,  general  manager  of  the  new 
organization  now  heads  his  own  publicity 
and  public  relations  agency  specializing  in 
films  and  radio. 

The  Myron  Selznick  Co.  in  London,  Eng., 
and  the  new  combination  will  collaborate  in 
the  international  phase  of  their  agency  ac- 
tivities. 

Saphier’s  agency  has  operated  primarily 
in  the  radio  field  for  the  last  14  years,  pro- 
ducing the  Bob  Hope  and  Herbert  Marshall 
programs  among  others. 

Morse  and  Rothenberg 
Suits  Now  on  Trial 

BOSTON — Monopoly  in  the  distribution  of 
motion  picture  film  and  restraint  of  trade 
in  violation  of  the  antitrust  laws  are  charged 
by  Morse  and  Rothenberg  Theatres  in  two 
suits  filed  here  in  federal  court  against  major 
distributors.  The  suits  have  gone  to  trial  be- 
fore Judge  George  C.  Sweeney  and  a jury 
in  federal  court. 

The  action  was  begun  in  1935.  The  cases 
were  heard  by  a master  for  more  than  200 
days  but  his  decision  was  not  satisfactory 
to  the  defendants  and  the  cases  conse- 
quently were  returned  to  the  U.S.  district 
court  for  trial. 

The  suits  were  brought  by  the  Common- 
wealth Amusement  Enterprises,  Inc. 

Defendants  involved  are  Paramount, 
M-G-M,  20th-Fox,  Warners,  RKO,  United 
Artists,  Universal  and  Columbia.  Plaintiffs 
are  represented  by  George  S.  Ryan  of  Boston. 

Monogram  Foreign  Staff 
Moving  to  Bond  Bldg. 

NEW  YORK — Monogram’s  foreign  depart- 
ment, now  located  in  the  RKO  Building,  will 
move  shortly  to  larger  quarters  in  the  Bond 
Building,  says  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  foreign  distribution.  The 
new  location  will  have  a projection  room 
and  space  for  further  expansion. 

Ritchey  will  go  to  England  and  the  conti- 
nent as  soon  as  he  can  get  travel  accommo- 
dations. 


Mrs.  Emily  R.  Mochrie  Is  Dead 

NEW  YORK  — Mrs.  Emily  R.  Mochrie, 
mother  of  Robert  Mochrie,  RKO  Radio  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  died  recently  following 
a long  illness.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Walter  Cook  Funeral  Home,  and  burial 
was  at  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 
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Film  Classics  Planning 
National  Organization 

ST.  LOUIS — A two-day  meeting  of  fran- 
chise holders  of  Film  Classics  which  may  re- 
sult in  the  ultimate  development  of  the  or- 
ganization into  a national  company  opened 
Saturday,  January  27,  at  the  Hotel  Coronado 
here.  A1  Dezel,  Detroit  franchise  holder,  is 
one  of  the  principal  figures  back  of  the 
meeting. 

Immediate  objective  is  the  formation  of  a 
national  executive  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers, which  is  expected  to  represent  the  five 
sections  of  the  country  where  there  are 
principal  exchange  districts — east,  midwest, 
south,  north  and  west  coast.  This  commit- 
tee would  be  empowered  to  meet  with  pro- 
ducers to  contract  for  future  product. 

Film  Classics  has  hitherto  been  known  as 
a reissue  organization,  and  has  developed 
into  the  latest  “infant  prodigy”  of  the  in- 
dustry upon  this  basis.  However,  farsighted 
leaders  in  the  organization  feel  that  the 
great  success  of  the  reissue  business  is  to 
some  extent  a “war  baby,”  brought  about  by 
special  conditions,  such  as  general  shortage 
of  product  and  prints,  and  that  it  cannot  last 
in  its  present  volume  as  a sole  operation  for 
an  organization  of  this  size  in  the  future.  In 
consequence,  they  are  looking  forward  to 
contracting  for  new  product  which  will  be 
handled  through  the  existing  exchange  setup, 
becoming  a regular  distributing  organization 
in  the  process. 

The  Film  Classics  setup  has  gathered  un- 
suspected strength  through  the  fact  that  its 
organizers  are  in  nearly  all  cases  exhibitors 
themselves,  with  sizable  circuit  operations. 
This  is  true  in  every  exchange  center  except 
the  Detroit  - Cleveland  - Cincinnati  group, 
which  is  operated  by  Dezel  from  the  Detroit 
office,  and  the  Washington,  D.  C„  territory. 

Total  number  of  theatres  affiliated  with 
Film  Classics  through  this  setup  is  more 
than  500,  Dezel  disclosed,  giving  the  group 
considerable  bargaining  power  in  dealing 
with  producers. 

Sistrom  Planning  Five 
In  England  for  1945 

NEW  YORK — William  Sistrom,  Two  Cities 
Films  production  executive,  said  that  his 
company,  an  independent  producing  organi- 
zation operating  under  the  banner  of  J.  Ar- 
thur Rank,  will  make  five  films  in  England 
in  1945,  and  that  it  has  completed  five  oth- 
ers ready  for  release  by  UA.  Sistrom  has 
been  in  the  U.S.  since  late  last  year,  and 
intends  to  return  to  England  shortly.  He 
is  the  producer  who  made  “Mr.  Emmanuel,” 
the  first  of  Rank’s  pictures  to  be  released 
here  toy  UA. 

The  five  pictures  to  be  made  this  year  are 
“Men  of  Two  Worlds,”  planned  in  Techni- 
color; “Hungry  Hill,”  “Rendezvous,”  “Tally- 
rand”  and  “Carnival.” 

The  five  films  which  UA  will  release  are 
“Mr.  Emmanuel,”  already  in  release;  “Henry 
V,”  in  color;  “Blithe  Spirit”  and  “This  Happy 
Breed,”  two  Noel  Coward  productions,  and 
“My  Man  Gilbey.” 


New  York  ITOA  Talking 
About  Production  Plans 

New  York  — The  ITOA  is  discussing 
plans  for  going  into  independent  produc- 
tion and  has  $1,000,000  available  for  a 
start,  it  was  stated  after  the  last  meet- 
ing. No  details  were  given  and  no  com- 
ment was  obtainable  from  any  of  the 
leading  members. 

They  would  not  say  whether  the  pro- 
posed pictures  were  to  be  made  in  New 
York  or  on  the  coast. 


Films  in  Battle  Areas 
Big  Factor  in  Morale 


NEW  YORK  — The  showing  of  films  to 
troops  in  combat  areas,  often  right  in  the 
front  lines,  has  been  a tremendous  morale 
factor,  and  has  widened  the  function  of  mo- 
tion pictures  from  that  of  purely  an  enter- 
tainment medium  to  an  important  factor  in 
“battle  therapy.” 

This  is  the  opinion  of  Maj.  John  W.  Hub- 
bell  of  the  overseas  motion  picture  service, 
who  recently  returned  from  a seven-week 
tour  of  the  Mediterranean  and  European  the- 
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atres  of  operation.  He  was  on  a mission  for 
Col.  E.  L.  Munson  jr.,  chief  of  the  army  pic- 
torial service. 

“Films  are  the  only  escape  the  troops  have 
from  the  devastation  of  homesickness,  which 
is  continuous,”  Major  Hubbell  declared.  “A 
motion  picture  show  is  actually  a two-hour 
furlough  for  the  men,  and  gets  them  away 
from  themselves  and  from  the  sickening 
boredom  and  monotony  of  war.” 

Major  Hubbell  said  that  the  soldier  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  European  theatres  of  op- 
eration sees  an  average  of  three  shows 
weekly,  circumstances  permitting.  About  700,- 
000  men  nightly  in  these  combat  zones  are 
present  at  2,400  showings  of  the  16mm  Holly- 
wood gift  films.  The  industry  donates  156 
films  yearly  to  the  army,  on  the  basis  of 
three  films  weekly  and  50  prints  of  each 
subject. 

Theatres  are  where  you  find  them,  Major 
Hubbell  said.  Some  showings  have  been  held 
a mile  and  less  from  the  Germans  in  the  line, 
and  prisoners  captured  later  on  said  they  had 
heard  the  sound  tracks  on  the  films.  Other 
shows  were  given  in  ruined  buildings,  tents, 
and,  when  the  weather  was  milder,  outdoors. 
At  the  Anzio  beachhead  in  Italy,  film  shows 
were  given  in  a mammoth  foxhole,  dug  deep 
into  the  ground,  and  covered  with  a tent 
which  just  barely  came  up  to  the  surface  of 
the  earth.  This  was  known  as  the  “Turkish 
Bath  Roxy,”  and  had  a seating  capacity  of 
300. 

One-third  of  the  films  are  shown  from 
mobile  units,  and  consist  of  a man,  his  pro- 
jector, the  film,  and  a vehicle,  which  varies 
from  a two-ton  truck  to  the  all-purpose  jeep. 
The  fluidity  of  combat  makes  distribution  an 
uncertain  job,  Major  Hubbell  said.  The 
troops  are  here  today  and  somewhere  else 


tomorrow,  and  at  times  it  requires  consider- 
able ingenuity  and  patience  to  catch  up  with 
the  men  who  are  slated  to  see  the  films. 

Hollywood  films  are  now  being  shown  on 
German  soil  to  embattled  American  soldiers 
and  among  them  are  such  pictures  as 
“Rhapsody  in  Blue,”  based  on  the  life  and 
music  of  George  Gershwin,  banned  in  Ger- 
many since  1933. 

Films  of  great  popularity  with  the  men 
overseas  include  “Destination  Tokyo,”  “Song 
of  Bernadette,”  “Going  My  Way,”  “Two  Girls 
and  a Sailor,”  “Home  in  Indiana”  and  “Up 
in  Arms.”  In  addition,  they  like  newsreels, 
sport  shorts,  community  subjects  and  the  re- 
stricted films  in  the  classification  of  combat 
bulletins,  which  show  the  actual  taking  of 
terrain,  demolition  of  bridges,  reduction  of 
enemy  pillboxes,  and  other  tactical  opera- 
tions. 

Major  Hubbell  spoke  on  the  value  of  films 
in  accelerating  the  training  period  of  troops 
for  the  complicated  business  of  waging  war, 
and  said  that  motion  pictures  had  proven 
the  greatest  teaching  aid  in  that  training. 
He  said  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
use  of  films  would  play  a prominent  part  in 
the  future  of  education,  and  that  men  serv- 
ing in  the  army  today  would  be  its  most 
enthusiastic  disciples. 

Footage  of  the  Luzon  Invasion 
In  "Pledge  to  Bataan"  Special 

NEW  YORK— “Pledge  to  Bataan,”  two-reel 
Technicolor  special  which  Warners  is  re- 
leasing to  commemorate  Gen.  Douglas  Mac- 
Arthur’s  return  to  the  Philippines  has  been 
completed  and  will  be  released  immediately. 

It  will  have  its  first  Broadway  showing  at 
the  Hollywood  starting  January  31  with 
“Roughly  Speaking”  as  feature  attraction. 

Footage  of  the  recent  invasion  of  Luzon 
will  be  included.  Gordon  Hollingshead  is 
the  producer  and  David  Griffin  is  respon- 
sible for  direction  and  photography.  Truman 
Bradley  handles  the  narration. 


Boys  in  Fort  Driant  Saw 
Films  With  Nazis  There 

New  York— Where  the  16mm  film  en- 
tertainment film  goes  to  the  troops  in 
combat,  and  what  it  means  to  the  men 
was  graphically  illustrated  by  Maj.  John 
W.  Hubbell  of  the  army  overseas  motion 
picture  service,  who  described  the  Ger- 
man system  of  defense  installations 
around  Metz,  and  there  storming  by 
American  troops. 

Fort  Driant  was  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  formidable  of  the  forts  ringing  Metz 
in  the  Alsace-Lorraine  country.  Some  of 
the  bitterest  fighting  of  the  war  took 
place  as  American  troops  sought  to  crack 
its  defenses.  After  weeks  of  combat,  our 
men  managed  to  infiltrate  one  side  of 
the  fort. 

Feeling  that  the  men  in  the  fort  were 
probably  in  need  of  relaxation,  a tank 
crew  loaded  with  a projector  and  films 
rode  up  to  the  fort  under  cover  of  night, 
and  smuggled  in  the  cargo.  And  there, 
not  more  than  a stone’s  throw  from  the 
Nazis,  and  under  the  same  roof,  Ameri- 
can soldiers  in  small  groups  saw  feature 
films  while  others  were  engaged  in  dis- 
lodging the  Germans. 

Major  Hubbell  reports  that  “Gaslight” 
was  a great  favorite  at  Ft.  Driant. 
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A Treat  in  Store 

TREE  GROWS  IN  BROOKLYN-’  is  an 
extraordinary  portrayal  of  the  hopes, 
the  fears,  the  weaknesses,  the  poetic  imag- 
inings, the  loves  of  a family  in  drab  sur- 
roundings. There  is  a portrayal  of  a girl 
of  grammar  school  age  who  adores  her 
charming,  ne'er-do-well  father  by  Peggy 
Ann  Garner  that  will  linger  in  the  mem- 
ories of  those  who  see  it.  Another  role 
by  Dorothy  McGuire,  that  of  the  mother 
struggling  in  behalf  of  her  children  while 
at  the  same  time  fanning  the  dying  flame 
of  her  love  for  her  husband  so  that  she 
will  not  become  hardened,  is  handled  with 
a delicacy  and  sincerity  that  moves  behold- 
ers to  sympathetic  tears. 

The  story  is  a page  from  life — the  kind 
of  life  most  people  experience  and  under- 
stand. Betty  Smith’s  well-known  book  has 
been  softened,  but  the  net  results  are 
enough  to  make  this  one  of  the  outstanding 
women’s  pictures  of  the  year. 

How  to  sell  it  without  outstanding  cast 
names  is  a challenge  to  20th-Fox  and  to 
exhibitors.  Just  aim  to  get  a first  night 
audience;  the  women  will  do  the  rest.  A 
review  of  this  picture  will  appear  in  the 
regular  BOXOFFICE  review  section. 

* * * 

Raw  Stock  Tough  Problem 

P^S  THIS  is  written  every  film  company 
is  still  trying  to  decide  what  to  do 
about  raw  stock  cuts.  One  thing  that  has 
emerged  is  the  thought  of  staggering  re- 
lease dates,  using  prints  sectionally.  This 
would  be  a sad  blow  to  the  mass  regional 
openings  that  put  “Hitler’s  Children”  and 
“The  Master  Race”  over,  but  it  might  not 
make  them  completely  impossible  if  all 
available  prints  were  concentrated  in  one 
area  at  a time.  Cutting  the  length  of  fea- 
tures is  still  very  much  to  the  fore,  but, 
outside  of  production  economies,  the  foot- 
age savings  would  not  be  felt  until  late  in 
the  year  when  releases  take  place,  some 
executives  point  out. 

Independents  are  burning  the  midnight 
oil  and  examining  the  overhead. 

* * * 

jyjORE  than  700  photographs  of  the  Stork 
Club  have  been  made  for  set  design- 
ers on  B.  G.  De  Sylva’s  Paramount  produc- 
tion, “The  Stork  Club,”  says  the  company’s 
publicity  department. 

Is  there  a film  shortage? 

* * * 

Emotion  Runs  Rampant 

^*HAT  St.  Louis  exchange  workers’  strike 
seems  to  have  left  some  violent  emo- 
tions in  its  wake.  Louis  K.  Ansell’s  letter 
to  the  chairman  of  the  House  Military 
Affairs  Committee  saying  167  stagehands 
and  projectionists  were  “not  needed”  has 
been  described  as  “unfortunate”  by  a num- 
ber of  theatre  men.  Some  leading  circuit 
operators  in  states  and  municipalities 
where  two  men  have  been  required  by  law 
in  booths  for  years  would  prefer  not  to 
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have  the  problem  discussed  too  much  at 
this  time.  It  would  be  quite  a job  to  get 
dozens  of  laws  and  ordinances  repealed, 
they  say,  in  case  the  War  Manpower  Com- 
mission should  decide  to  cut  the  projection 
staffs  in  half. 

* * * 

Big  Production  Aid 

Not  the  least  important  in  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission’s  allot- 
ment of  wave  lengths  was  its  decision  to 
permit  general  use  of  walkie-talkies.  This 
will  be  a boon  to  directors  on  location  and 
may  even  be  useful  on  the  huge  outdoor 
sets  at  the  studios.  No  more  field  tele- 
phones and  megaphones  for  giving  instruc- 
tions. 

These  walkie-talkie  sets  look  like  a doc- 
tor’s pill  case.  Pull  a rod  out  of  the  top  and 
start  talking  to  anybody  tuned  in  on  the 
same  wave  length — not  loud  talking,  just 
ordinary  conversational  tones. 

On  the  way  home  the  prop  man  can  say 
to  his  wife:  “I’m  caught  in  a traffic  jam 
at  Hollywood  and  Vine,  but  you  can  put 
the  steak  on  in  15  minutes.” 

* * * 

JN  the  good  old  days,  says  Charles  R. 

Rogers,  a producer  knew  how  much  a pic- 
ture cost  when  he  finished  cutting.  Now 
he’s  lucky  if  he  knows  six  months  later, 
what  with  those  retroactive  government 
rulings  popping  up  from  time  to  time. 

* * * 

WELL-KNOWN  war  industry  has  leased 
a 15-room  Park  Avenue  apartment 
equipped  with  a chef  and  housekeeper. 
That’s  one  way  of  finding  living  quarters 
for  visiting  executives  without  salaaming 
to  a dozen  or  more  room  clerks. 


FIRST  TIMES  SQUARE  PLANE— The 
navy  reached  a new  high  in  exploitation 
aids  by  towing  a Hellcat  up  Broadway 
with  its  wings  folded  and  parking  it  in 
front  of  the  replica  of  the  Statue  of  Lib- 
erty for  the  opening  of  “Winged  Victory” 
by  20th-Fox  at  the  Victoria. 


VISITS  HIS  FATHER  — Lieut.  James 
O’Shea  takes  time  out  for  the  camera- 
man while  in  the  office  of  his  father, 

E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea,  eastern  sales  mana- 
ger for  M-G-M.  He  recently  came  home 
from  England  after  16  months  there.  He 
wears  a DFC  and  an  Air  Medal  with  five 
clusters.  He  will  report  at  the  Miami 
redistribution  center  February  8. 

OPA  Bans  Cigareis 
As  Seal  Premium 

DETROIT — Theatre  giveaways  came  up 
squarely  against  the  OPA  price  control  regu- 
lations here,  when  Sol  Krim,  owner  of  the 
Abington  Theatre,  decided  to  promote  his 
newly-acquired  house  by  giveaways  of  cigar- 
ets.  Krim  wanted  to  be  strictly  legal  about 
it,  and  checked  with  the  city  council  and 
police  department.  He  found  he  had  the 
right  to  sell  the  cigaret  as  a confectionery 
vendor — at  the  candy  counter — and  just 
planned  to  save  up  his  quota  for  distribu- 
tion gratis  to  theatre  customers. 

Then  the  OPA  heard  about  it  and  vetoed 
the  idea.  The  ban  was  based  on  the  theory 
that  the  giveaway  was  a “tiein  sale.”  Even 
though  the  OPA  admittedly  had  no  control 
over  theatre  admissions,  it  does  have  over 
cigarets,  and  it  was  maintained  that  giving 
them  away  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
some  other  service — in  this  case  theatre  seats 
— by  some  quirk  constitutes  a violation  of 
ceiling  price  rules  and  practices. 

The  same  ruling  would  undoubtedly  apply 
to  any  other  type  of  giveaway,  except  where 
it  had  been  the  practice  to  make  such  give- 
aways in  pre-OPA  days,  as  practically  all 
tangible  commodities  are  under  the  agency’s 
price  control  setup. 

N.  Y.  University  to  Give 
A Course  in  Television 

NEW  YORK — Starting  next  month  New 
York  University  will  present  an  undergradu- 
ate laboratory  course  in  television.  Samuel 
Cuff,  manager  of  station  WABD,  will  be  the 
instructor,  according  to  Prof.  Robert  Gessner, 
chairman  of  the  university’s  department  of 
motion  pictures,  sponsor  of  the  course. 

“To  enable  the  students  to  participate  ac- 
tively in  handling  cameras,  lights  and  props, 
we  are  going  to  present  the  course  in  the 
DuMont  studios,  515  Madison  Ave.,”  said 
Professor  Gessner. 
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ANOTHER  “GUARANTEED"  SCREEN  SENSATION! 
HUNT  STROMBERG’S  DARING.  DIFFERENT, 
DYNAMIC  PRODUCTION  OF  THE  STAGE  SMASH! 


GUEST  IN  THE  HOUSE 


starring 


ANNE  BAXTER  jalph  Bellamy 


Aline  Mac  MAHON  * Ruth  WARRICK  - Scott  McKAY  - Marie  Me  DONALD 


JEROME  COWAN  • PERCY  KILBRIDE  • MARGARET  HAMILTON  • CONNIE  LAIRD 

From  the  Stage  Play  by  Hagar  Wilde  and  Dale  Eunson  • Screen  Play  by  Ketti  Frings  • Director  of  Photography, 

Lee  Garmes,  A.S.C.  • Directed  by  JOHN  BRAHM 
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0 out  of  a Hundred 
Reasons  Why 

Guest  in  the  House 

will  be  a Boxoffice  Champion 


t/.s. 


In  the  first  place,  it  will  knock  your  hat  off  when  you  see  it— it’s  that  dif- 
ferent, that  shocking! 

9 It's  a word-of-mouth  Honey!  No  one  who  lias  seen  it  can  stop  talking 
about  it  for  weeks  . . . it's  that  provocative,  that  thrilling! 

It’s  a production  gem— made  by  a man  who  lias  won  the  BOXOFFICE 
Blue  Ribbon  Award  for  13  consecutive  years! 

Its  producer’s  pictures  have  attracted  a billion  dollars  to  the  world’s 
boxoffices,  according  to  American  Magazine!  With  “Guest  in  the 
House’"  the  record  is  on  the  way  to  the  second  billion! 

" It  deals  with  human  nature— and  that  takes  in  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  every  audience  everywhere! 

^ It  has  impact— as  strong  as  the  smashing  of  all  the  Ten  Commandments 
in  publ  ic  would  he! 

7 11  is  based  on  one  of  the  greatest  smash  hits  in  Broadway  stage  annals! 
—one  that  kept  audiences  taut  for  45  weeks! 

8 11  h as  been  presold  to  82  million  Americans  in  national  magazines, 
daily  newspapers  and  radio  publicity! 

(J  Its  stars  and  players  turn  in  performances  that  the  public  will  call 
sensational,  and  that  the  Academy  Award  Committees  can  class  no 
differently! 

10  It  is  riding  the  crest  of  a new  cycle  of  successful  pictures— 

Realism!  . . . and  it  is  the  most  realistic  of  them  all! 


Tele  Status  Uncertain 
Because  of  the  War 

By  J.  M.  JERAULD 

NEW  YORK — Boiled  right  down  to  basic 
facts  with  no  technical  verbiage  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  permits  tele- 
vision interests  to  make  commercial  plans  on 
their  present  frequencies — 44  to  84  and  180 
to  216  megacycles — with  the  present  525  line 
images  on  a six  megacycle  wide  band. 

This  permits  approximately  seven  tele- 
vision stations  in  each  major  city,  if  the 
need  is  shown. 

J.  R.  Poppele,  president  of  the  Television 
Broadcasters  Ass’n,  and  Allen  B.  DuMont, 
head  of  Allen  B.  DuMont  Television  Labora- 
tories, Inc.,  have  approved  the  rulings.  Other 
large  segments  of  the  industry  are  either 
silent  or  very  restrained  in  their  comments. 

“Large  Fly  in  Ointment” 

What  may  happen  between  now  and  the 
end  of  the  war  in  the  way  of  discoveries  on 
frequencies  between  480  and  920  megacycles 
constitutes  a large  fly  in  the  ointment. 

These  are  the  frequencies  where  CBS  con- 
tends vastly  improved  television  can  be  de- 
veloped and  where  full  color  is  possible. 

War  conditions  prevent  the  manufacture 
of  commercial  transmitters  and  receivers  on 
the  frequencies  allotted  by  the  FCC.  If  these 
war  restrictions  should  continue  for  a year 
or  more  and  the  rate  of  combat  improve- 
ments in  the  use  of  short  waves  should  be 
maintained,  it  is  possible  some  further  study 
might  be  necessary  before  manufacturers 
would  be  willing  to  go  ahead  on  mass  pro- 
duction of  something  that  might  be  rendered 
obsolete  by  a competitor. 

CBS  and  Howard  Hughes  intend  to  press 
their  experiments  in  the  ultra  short  wave 
field.  Arthur  Levey,  president  of  Scophony 
Corp.  of  America,  says  his  apparatus  is  capa- 
ble of  using  the  higher  frequencies  without 
expensive  research  into  the  development  of 
new  tubes. 

RCA  and  all  the  other  large  interests  who 
use  cathode  ray  tubes  have  contended  for 
some  time  the  industry  might  be  set  back 
from  two  to  five  years,  if  higher  frequency 
allocations  are  made  by  the  FCC. 

May  Make  Old  Sets  Obsolete 

They  were  not  made.  Both  the  commercial 
and  experimental  frequencies  were  held.  The 
situation  was  left  exactly  as  it  has  been  for 
a long  time,  except  that  if  the  big  manufac- 
turing interests  want  to  go  ahead  on  the 
present  allocations  as  soon  as  restrictions  are 
removed  they  can  do  so  without  fear  of  being 
boosted  out  of  that  portion  of  the  spectrum 
in  a short  time. 

Those  experimental  scientists  in  this  coun- 
try, France  and  England  will  be  busy,  how- 
ever. The  longer  the  war  lasts,  the  longer 
they  will  have  to  prove  or  to  explode  their 
theories. 

If  they  should  prove  them,  television 
standards  would  equal  motion  picture  stand- 
ards, they  say.  When  that  happens — if  it 
ever  does — a lot  of  used  model  television  sets 
might  become  a drug  on  the  market. 

Bernard  J.  Gates  Takes 
Monogram  Foreign  Post 

NEW  YORK — Bernard  J.  Gates  has  been 
appointed  Monogram’s  special  representative 
in  Central  and  South  America  by  Norton  V. 
Ritchey,  vice-president  and  export  manager 
for  the  company.  Gates  will  make  his  head- 
quarters in  New  York,  and  plans  to  leave 
shortly  on  a tour  of  his  territory. 

Gates  comes  to  Monogram  from  UA.  He 
has  held  various  posts  in  Mexico,  Central 
America  and  Puerto  Rico. 


ULLMAN  HONORED  — Judge  Ulysses 
Schwartz  of  Chicago  presents  a scroll  to 
Frederick  Ullman  jr.,  president  of  Pathe 
News  and  producer  of  Pathe  shorts,  for 
his  series,  New  Americans.  The  pres- 
entation was  made  in  behalf  of  a group 
of  civic  organizations  at  the  Esquire  The- 
atre, Chicago. 


Depinet  Drive  Is  Expected 
At  New  York  Exchange 

NEW  YORK — Following  their  return  from 
a 22-day  tour  of  company  exchanges,  Robert 
J.  Folliard,  drive  captain,  and  Harry  Gittle- 
son,  his  aide,  got  the  Ned  E.  Depinet  drive 
off  to  a fast  start  here  by  holding  a meeting 
at  the  New  York  exchange. 

Folliard  reported  record  business  being 
rolled  up  on  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,” 
“The  Woman  in  the  Window,”  “Belle  of  the 
Yukon,”  “Tall  in  the  Saddle”  and  “Experi- 
ment Perilous.” 

Attending  the  meeting  were:  Charles 
Boasberg,  metropolitan  district  manager; 
Phil  Hodes,  branch  manager;  John  J.  Dacey, 
E.  T.  Carroll,  Lou  Kutinsky,  Charles  Penser, 
Ann  Levy,  salesmen;  William  Hartman,  Jean 
Slade,  Dorothy  Post,  Lillian  Vallon,  bookers; 
Herman  Silverman,  office  manager,  and  a 
home  office  delegation  which  included  Mike 
Poller,  William  McShea,  Irving  Kane,  Herb 
Wappaus,  Harry  Reiners,  Rutgers  Neilson, 
Jack  Level  and  Bob  Boehnel. 

Folliard  and  Gittleson  left  later  for  a 
meeting  Wednesday  at  Philadelphia.  From 
there  they  went  to  Washington  and  Pitts- 
burgh. 

McNamee  Named  Deputy 
Chairman  of  the  WMC 

WASHINGTON — Frank  McNamee,  former 
eastern  Pennsylvania  exhibitor  and  RKO 
branch  manager,  has  been  appointed  deputy 
chairman  of  the  War  Manpower  Commis- 
sion, it  was  announced  by  Chairman  Paul 
V.  McNutt. 

Robert  C.  Goodwin  has  been  appointed  ex- 
ecutive director  and  both  WMC  executives 
succeed  the  late  Charles  M.  Hay,  who  held 
both  jobs  just  before  his  death  two  weeks  ago. 


Leo  io  Name  Winner 
Of  Beauiy  Contest 

NEW  YORK — The  winners  of  M-G-M’s 
“Miss  Anniversary  Bathing  Beauty  Contest,” 
launched  last  June  in  connection  with  the 
company’s  20-year  anniversary  will  be  an- 
nounced at  a luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on 
January  31. 

Judges  will  make  the  selection  just  prior 
to  the  luncheon.  They  include  Vincent 
Trotta  of  National  Screen  Service;  Arthur 
William  Brown,  president  of  the  Society  of 
Illustrators;  Earl  Wilson,  columnist;  Rus- 
sell Patterson,  illustrator,  and  George  Fra- 
zier, associate  editor  of  Life. 

The  winners,  selected  from  special  photo- 
graphs of  the  27  finalists  chosen  from  more 
than  5,000  contestants  who  appeared  in  per- 
son on  the  stages  of  250  theatres  will  re- 
ceive prizes  of  $500,  $300  and  $200  in  war 
bonds. 

The  contest  was  sponsored  in  cooperation 
with  the  Swim  for  Health  Ass’n.  Elimina- 
tion contests  to  select  the  winners  were  held 
in  more  than  200  cities  and  towns  through- 
out the  country  in  conjunction  with  local 
campaigns  on  M-G-M’s  “Bathing  Beauty,” 
starring  Esther  Williams,  former  swimming 
champion. 

The  luncheon  will  be  attended  by  Metro 
executives,  representatives  of  the  Swim  for 
Health  Ass’n,  executives  of  the  company 
manufacturing  a popular  swimming  suit  and 
members  of  the  trade  press. 


MINNEAPOLIS— Before  taking  definite 
action  on  a proposal  to  organize  film  sales- 
men, IATSE  will  have  its  general  office  in 
New  York  give  the  matter  “further  consid- 
eration and  study.”  Members  of  the  execu- 
tive committee,  meeting  here,  agreed  on  such 
a procedure. 

The  committee  members  looked  favorably 
upon  the  idea  of  issuing  charters  to  film 
salesmen  groups,  but  felt  that  there  should 
be  some  additional  deliberation  on  various 
details.  It  is  indicated  that  the  committee 
at  its  next  meeting  will  make  public  its  plan 
for  organizing  the  film  salesmen  into  locals 
that  will  be  part  of  this  AFofL  union. 

President  Richard  F.  Walsh  denied,  how- 
ever, that  any  salesmen  groups  already  have 
made  applications  for  charters.  The  work  of 
organizing  would  devolve  upon  the  present 
IATSE  locals. 

IATSE  also  proposes  to  organize  the  tele- 
vision and  16mm  film  industries,  President 
Walsh  announced  here.  But  if  theatre  mana- 
gers are  unionized  it  will  have  to  be  under 
a banner  other  than  that  of  IATSE,  he  de- 
clared emphatically.  For  once  and  all,  he  dis- 
posed of  reports  that  his  union  plans  to 
issue  charters  to  theatre  managers’  groups, 
asserting  that  no  such  action  will  be  taken 
“now  or  ever” — that  the  decision  to  re- 
main aloof  from  the  managers  is  permanent. 

It  was  pointed  out  that,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, the  IATSE  constitution  would 
have  to  be  amended  before  managers’  groups 
could  be  admitted  to  the  fold  and,  also,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  union  policy  to  have  em- 
ployers and  employes  in  the  same  body  for 
fear  of  conflicts. 

Reports  had  been  in  circulation  before  the 
committee  convened  here  that  its  principal 
business  would  be  to  take  steps  to  organize 
the  house  managers.  There  also  was  a story 
out  of  Chicago  preliminary  to  the  meeting 
that  steps  already  had  been  taken  there  to 
form  a union. 


I A to  Give  Further  Consideration 
On  Plans  to  Organize  Salesmen 
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By  AL  SHERMAN 


Film  Industry  Ignored 
On  "Dies"  Question 

The  question  “What  is  an  un-American 
activity?”  was  asked  by  Rep.  Karl  E.  Mundt 
(R-S.  Dak.)  of  100  prominent  Americans 
characterized  as  “counsellors  of  American 
thought.”  But  none  of  these  prominent  in- 
dividuals is  directly  associated  with  motion 
pictures,  although  representatives  of  radio 
and  the  press  are  in  the  majority  on  this  list. 

Congressman  Mundt’s  question  is  arousing 
considerable  comment.  Such  personalities  as 
Walter  Winchell,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt, 
Raymond  Gram  Swing,  Drew  Pearson,  Lowell 
Thomas,  Dorothy  Thompson,  William  Green, 
Philip  Murray  and  Rabbi  Stephen  S.  Wise 
have  been  asked  to  answer  this  query. 
Whether  it  indicates  a change  of  heart  in  the 
approach  of  members  of  the  new  committee 
to  their  duties  is  a question  that  is  worrying 
many  who  believe  that  the  Committee  to 
Investigate  Un-American  Activities  can  never 
function  quite  as  well  as  the  government’s 
major  investigating  body,  the  FBI. 

But  film  industry  leaders  traveling  in  and 
out  of  Washington  are  asking  a question 
among  themselves:  “Why  didn’t  Congress- 
man Mundt  include  leaders  of  the  motion 
picture  world  among  those  whom  he  queried 
on  ‘What  is  an  un-American  activity?’  ” 

A Shortage  of  Oil  May 
Hit  the  Theatres  Hard 

Heating  oil  stocks  are  running  below  those 
of  last  year,  the  committee  on  economics  of 
the  Petroleum  War  Industry  Council  reports, 
and  there  is  a possibility  that  it  may  compel 
the  authorities  to  close  theatres,  large  de- 
partment stores  and  other  public  buildings 
for  limited  periods. 

An  important  factor  in  the  shortage  has 
been  the  adverse  weather,  with  consequent 
effect  upon  transportation.  Chairman  Rob- 
ert E.  Willson  of  the  PIWC  committee  on 
economics  reported  that  “tightness  in  the 
transportation  situation  may  cause  serious 
shortages  in  the  east  before  the  winter  is 
over.” 

“Heating  oil  stocks  are  below  those  of  last 
year  and  production  is  running  behind  re- 
quired levels,”  added  Chairman  Wilson.  “In- 
creased military  demands  have  more  than 
used  up  the  increased  amount  transported  by 
tankers,  so  that  movements  (of  oil)  north  of 
Cape  Hatteras  available  for  civilian  use  in 
December  were  about  50,000  barrels  daily  short 
of  requirements  . . . Inventories  of  major 
products  within  the  eastern  area  cannot  con- 
tinue to  withstand  the  rate  of  withdrawal 
which  prevailed  during  December.  Intra- 
district transportation  is  also  becoming 
tighter  and  may  become  critical  in  some 
areas  if  sufficient  manpower  and  tires  are 
not  made  available  to  truck  operators.” 

And  to  cap  that  unfortunate  situation,  the 
PIWC  also  reported  that  inability  to  obtain 
sufficient  tubular  steel  to  drill  more  wells  is 
contributing  further  to  the  oil  shortage. 

State  Dep't  to  Create 
A New  Films  Division 

Streamlining  the  departmental  functions 
of  the  State  Department,  it  was  learned  that 
Secretary  Edward  Stettinius  will  include  the 
creation  of  a new  department  covering  all 
phases  of  motion  picture  production  and  dis- 
tribution abroad.  While  plans  for  the  new 


section  still  are  in  the  discussion  stage,  it 
was  reported  here  that  Francis  C.  DeWolf, 
chief  of  the  telecommunications  division  of 
the  Department  of  State,  will  be  in  charge 
of  this  new  project. 

An  advisor  to  the  films  section  will  be  Wal- 
lace K.  Harrison,  deputy  chief  of  the  office 
of  coordinator  of  inter-American  affairs. 

Just  how  this  proposed  new  State  Depart- 
ment division  will  work  with  the  motion  pic- 
ture unit  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  of  the  Commerce  Depart- 
ment still  is  a riddle  in  Washington  circles. 

RFC  Defense  Plant  Expansion 
Promises  Exhibitor  Dividends 

The  Department  of  Commerce,  through 
its  RFC  subsidiary,  Defense  Plant  Corp.,  has 
announced  grants  approximating  $35,900,000 
in  new  factory  expansion  programs  for  sev- 
eral cities.  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  will  be  permitted 
to  build  new  factory  facilities  at  a cost  of 
$18,000,000,  to  be  operated  by  the  B.  F.  Good- 
rich Co.  Other  cities: 

Los  Angeles,  $4,200,000;  Chicago,  $450,000; 
Baton  Rouge,  $100,000;  Akron,  $1,500,000; 
Dayton,  $400,000;  Memphis,  $250,000;  Potts- 
town,  Pa.,  $10,000,000. 

It  was  stated  that  construction  on  these 
contracts  will  start  immediately.  Added  pay 
roll  revenues  undoubtedly  will  exert  consid- 
erable influence  upon  boxoffice  grosses  in 
most  of  the  cities  and  towns  listed. 

Bund  Succeeds  Ray  Murray 
As  M.  P.  Service  Head 

Fred  Bund,  for  more  than  20  years  asso- 
ciated with  the  Army  Motion  Picture  Service 
and  recently  deputy  chief  under  the  late  Ray 
Murray,  has  been  appointed  chief.  He  will  be 
aided  by  Alan  McCarroll,  acting  deputy 
chief.  There  will  be  no  changes  in  the  pres- 
ent setup  of  the  AMPS,  which  handles  the 
film  bookings  and  activities  for  some  1,100 
theatres  in  army  camps  and  on  the  front. 

Key  Men  Still  Unaffected 
By  WMC  lob  Rulings 

Although  film  exhibition  remains  in  the 
unessential  category,  WMC  officials  still  in- 
sist that  key  theatre  men  will  not  be  af- 
fected by  rulings  covering  transference  of 
men  from  nonessential  to  essential  industry. 
A committee  of  exhibitors,  headed  by  Si 
Fabian  and  Harry  Brandt,  discussed  this  mat- 
ter with  WMC  officials  and  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  War  Production  Board. 

Collis  Stocking,  chief  of  the  reports  and 
analysis  section  of  the  WMC,  received  the 
plea  of  the  exhibitors,  but  refused  to  comment 
further  other  than  to  emphasize  the  report 
which  first  appeared  in  this  column  in  BOX- 
OFFICE  on  January  6,  that  the  WMC  is 
fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  motion  pic- 
ture exhibition  as  a morale  factor. 

Film  Stars  Crowd  Capital 
Birthday  Ball  Festivities 

The  motion  picture  industry  has  come 
through  again  and  the  President’s  Birthday 
Ball  celebration  this  next  Monday  and  Tues- 
day evenings  (January  29  and  30)  is  ample 
proof  of  the  big  heart  of  the  industry.  Gary 
Cooper,  Victor  Moore,  Joe  E.  Brown,  Veron- 
ica Lake,  Gale  Storm,  Jane  Wyman,  Danny 
Kaye  and  Alan  Ladd  will  go  through  two 


Answering  YOUR 
Question: 

I understand  there  are  a lot  of 
new  ideas  in  theatre  construction, 
in  lighting,  in  stage  plans,  embody- 
ing developments  discovered  by  war 
department  enginers,  etc.  How  may 
I go  about  learning  these  new  ideas 
so  that  I may  take  advantage  of 
them  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment?— F.K.B. 

Most  of  these  new  developments  still 
are  military  secrets  and  will  not  be 
available  for  a long  time  to  come. 
Radar,  for  example,  has  shown  the 
way  to  new  and  startling  ideas  in 
sound  development.  I would  suggest 
that  you  contact  some  of  the  larger 
manufacturers  of  theatre  equipment 
and  urge  them  to  keep  you  on  their 
mailing  lists.  I’d  study  the  advertise- 
ments of  equipment  manufacturers  in 
The  Modern  Theatre  section  of  BOX- 
OFFICE  and  I’d  read  up  on  technical 
advances  in  commerce  department  re- 
ports. The  Department  of  Commerce 
will  keep  you  posted,  if  you’ll  send 
along  a card  addressed  to  Department 
of  Commerce,  Washington  25,  D.  C.” 


days  of  intensive  activity  that  will  leave  them 
limp,  but  will  assure  them  the  undying  grat- 
itude of  thousands  who  will  throng  to  see 
them  and  the  other  thousands  of  infantile 
paralysis  sufferers  who  will  be  helped  to 
health  and  happiness  by  their  willing  co- 
operation. 

Navy  Relief  Gets  Second 
Check  on  "Wassell"  Net 

The  Navy  Relief  Society  in  Washington 
has  received  a check  for  $75,000,  represent- 
ing another  payment  from  the  returns  of 
“The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,”  Paramount- 
DeMille  production.  In  accepting  this  second 
gift,  Adm.  J.  O.  Richardson,  executive  i ice- 
president  of  the  society,  said:  “With  the  in- 
creasing demands  being  made  upon  the  re 
sources  of  the  society,  these  funds  will  be 
used  to  advantage  in  rendering  assistance  to 
the  men  of  the  navy,  marine  corps  and  coast 
guard  and  to  their  dependents.  This  gift  and 
the  spirit  in  which  it  is  given  is  deeply  ap- 
preciated by  me,  the  board  of  managers,  and 
the  families  who  will  benefit  from  it.” 

A first  check  for  $50,000  was  presented  to 
Admiral  Richardson  several  months  ago. 

I've  Heard: 

That  Dr.  Emilio  de  Hofmannsthal,  one 
of  the  world’s  leading  authorities  on  in- 
ternational law  and  an  expert  on  prop- 
erty restoration  problems,  has  been  ap- 
proached by  one  of  the  major  film  com- 
panies to  help  untangle  its  property  dif- 
ficulties in  countries  formerly  occupied 
by  the  Nazis; 

That  producers  of  film  slides  for  edu- 
cational purposes  are  desperately  seeking 
work  from  foreign  governments  to  assure 
raw  film  priorities  for  them; 

That  the  Variety  Club  is  planning  to 
give  Washington  trade  paper  reporters 
the  same  consideration  given  Washing- 
ton newspaper  drama  editors — namely, 
membership  privileges; 

That  Alvin  Newmeyer,  the  Washington 
legalite,  was  the  “behind-the-scenes” 
manipulator  of  the  meeting  between 
Harry  Brandt,  Si  Fabian  and  WMC  of- 
ficials; 

That  anyone  traveling  on  government 
expense  must  deduct  one-fifth  of  the  cus- 
tomary per  diem  if  he  is  provided  with 
“a  sleeping  bag  or  shelter.” 
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We  confidently 
predict  this 
picture  is  one 
of  the  best 
we  will  see 
this  year!" 
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Shivery,  simon-pure  suspense  . . . 
"Mr.  Emmanuel"  is  one  of  those 
things  that  will  glue  you  to  your 
seat  ...  this  is  one  of  the  most 
noteworthy  cinemas  now  on 
Broadway. 

—IS.  Y.  Daily  Mirror 

The  story  carries  a terrific  emo- 
tional jolt  to  the  beholder. 

—I\.  Y.  Daily  News 

Taut  and  gripping  drama  . . . sus- 
tains a tense  and  compelling 
mood. 

— IV.  1.  Journal- American 

"Mr.  Emmanuel"  wins  a welcome 
. . . he's  the  kind  of  man  it  is  good 
for  all  of  us  to  meet! 

-IS.  Y.  PM 


Warm  and  stirring  . . . touches 
the  heart-strings  and  calls  forth 
teary-eyed  laughter. 

-IS.  Y.  Post 


starring 

FELIX  AYLMER  with  GRETA  GYNT  and  WALTER  RILLA 
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From  a novel  by  Louis  Golding  • Directed  by  Harold  French  • Produced  by 
William  Sistrom  • Released  thru  United  Artists 

A Two  Cities  Films  Production  Made  in  London,  England 
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By  IVAN  SPEAR 


Leo's  "The  Face  of  Heaven" 

To  Star  Margaret  O'Brien 

Metro  continues  to  add  promising  newcom- 
ers to  its  production  schedule.  “The  Pace  of 
Heaven,”  an  original  story  being  written  by 
Robert  Nathan,  will  be  an  early  starring  ve- 
hicle for  Margaret  O’Brien.  Story  concerns  a 
little  girl,  a young  composer  and  his  wife. 
Joe  Pasternak  will  produce  it. 

Rainbow  Productions  Latest 
In  the  Independent  Field 

Still  another  group  of  top  bracket  creators 
have  joined  the  endless  parade  of  salaried 
executives  who  are  going  into  business  for 
themselves.  Rainbow  Productions  is  the  latest 
addition  to  the  list  of  independent  producers. 
Organizers  of  the  new  outfit,  whose  pictures 
will  be  distributed  by  RKO  Radio,  are  Leo 
McCarey,  David  Butler  and  Hal  Roach,  listed 
also  as  the  company’s  directors. 

Two  Bills — Pine  and  Thomas, 

Prepare  a Heavy  Schedule 

Pine  and  Thomas,  Paramount  share-crop- 
ping producers,  are  preparing  11  months’  con- 
tinuous action,  during  which  eight  feature- 
length  films  will  be  delivered.  The  two  Bills 
will  launch  the  program  with  a mystery 
drama,  “Follow  That  Woman,”  starring  Wil- 
liam Gargan.  Other  films  to  follow  include 
“People  Are  Funny,”  with  Sam  White  produc- 
ing and  directing,  and  “No  Escape,”  starring 
Robert  Lowery,  and  “Storm,”  from  George 
Stewart’s  novel  of  two  years  ago. 

Universal  Buys  "Black  Angel"; 

Islin  Auster  Will  Produce 

Universal  has  purchased  “The  Black 
Angel,”  a murder  mystery  by  Cornell  Wool- 
rich  and  a Crime  Club  selection  of  1943. 
Property  has  been  assigned  to  Islin  Auster  to 
develop  and  produce  . . . “Dark  Hour,”  an 
original  by  Aubrey  Wisberg,  was  bought  by 
Columbia  and  will  be  used  as  the  basis  of  the 
fifth  picture  in  the  Crime  Doctor  series 
starring  Warner  Baxter;  to  be  produced  by 
Rudolph  Flothow  under  the  supervision  of 
Leonard  Picker. 

N.  C.  Copeland,  head  of  Copeland  Produc- 


tions, new  independent  company,  has  pur- 
chased a book,  “Imagine  That!”  by  Nora 
Wells.  Yarn  is  a comedy  of  a young  college 
professor  and  will  hit  the  bookstalls  during 
February. 

Hackett  of  Husband-Wife  Team 
Will  Direct  as  Well  as  Write 

Albert  Hackett,  of  the  husband  and  wife 
writing  team  of  Hackett  and  Frances  Good- 
rich, will  direct  as  well  as  write  under  the 
terms  of  a new  Paramount  contract  just  ne- 
gotiated with  the  pair.  Their  first  writing 
chore  under  the  new  ticket  is  “California,” 
a drama  of  the  Golden  State  in  its  early 
days,  which  Harry  Tugend  will  produce. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Bert  Kulick,  USNR,  has  been 
placed  on  inactive  duty  after  four  years  of 
active  service  and  has  signed  a contract  as 
a producer  for  PRC.  Kulick,  with  Leon 
Fromkess,  now  president  of  the  company,  was 
one  of  the  original  organizers  of  PRC  and  is 
owner  of  the  distribution  franchise  for  the 
New  York  territory. 

"Tarzan  and  the  Leopard  Men" 

Next  on  Lesser's  Schedule 

“Tarzan  and  the  Leopard  Men”  has  been 
set  by  Producer  Sol  Lesser  to  follow  “Tarzan 
and  the  Intruder”  in  the  jungle  series  star- 
ring Johnny  Weissmuller,  Brenda  Joyce  and 
Johnny  Sheffield.  It  is  an  original  by  Carroll 
Young  who  has  been  engaged  to  do  the  adap- 
tation . . . Jack  Patrick  has  been  signed  by 
Hal  Wallis  to  develop  “Dishonorable  Dis- 
charge,” a story  idea  by  Director  John  Far- 
row, on  which  Wallis  has  taken  an  option 
. . . Paul  Yawitz  was  assigned  by  Columbia 
to  script  “I  Love  a Bandleader,”  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Michel  Kraike. 

Allen  Rivkin  has  been  signed  by  Dore 
Schary  to  write  screenplay  of  the  producer’s 
next  Selznick  International  Picture,  “They 
Dream  of  Home,”  based  on  Niven  Busch’s 
novel.  At  the  same  time,  DOS  set  Schary  to 
produce  “Some  Must  Watch,”  the  whodunit 
by  Ethel  Lina  White,  screen  rights  to  which 
Selznick  acquired  some  years  ago  . . . Erskine 
Caldwell  was  ticketed  by  Ripley-Monter 
Productions  to  write  screenplay  from  the 
Thomas  Wolfe  book,  “Look  Homeward, 


Angel,”  to  be  produced  for  Selznick’s  Van- 
guard Films.  Arthur  Ripley  will  direct. 

Two  scribbling  chores  at  20th  Century-Fox: 
Talbot  Jennings,  who  just  joined  the  staff, 
will  write  script  of  “Anna  and  the  King  of 
Siam”  for  Producer  Louis  Lighton;  and  an- 
other newly-added  staff  writer,  Frederick 
Hazlett  Brennan,  will  do  the  screenplay  of 
“Bird  of  Paradise”  for  William  Le  Baron  . . . 
Ray  Enright  will  direct  RKO  Radio’s  “Man 
Alive”  for  Executive  Producer  Robert  Fellows. 

Also  at  RKO  Radio,  Herman  Mankiewicz 
has  been  set  to  script  “Lady’s  Choice,”  based 
on  “D-Day  in  Las  Vegas,”  an  original  story 
by  Herbert  Clyde  Lewis  and  M.  F.  Kohn,  an- 
other one  on  Fellows’  schedule  . . . Universal 
picked  up  the  option  of  Director  Lewis  Col- 
lins for  the  third  time.  He  has  been  assigned 
by  Serial  Supervisor  Morgan  B.  Cox  to  co- 
direct with  Ray  Taylor  the  next  Universal  se- 
rial, “Secret  Agent  X-9”  ...  At  the  same 
studio,  Howard  Dimsdale  has  been  assigned 
to  write  the  screenplay  of  “Magic  in  Man- 
hattan” for  Associate  Producer  George  Blake 
. . . Lambert  Hillyer  has  been  engaged  to 
direct  “Trail  Town  Fever,”  next  Monogram 
western  to  star  Johnny  Mack  Brown  with 
Raymond  Hatton. 

Hal  Wallis  Productions 
Buy  Rights  to  "Marriage" 

Hal  Wallis  Productions  purchased  the 
screen  rights  of  “The  Perfect  Marriage,”  cur- 
rent Broadway  play  by  Samson  Raphaelson. 
Wallis  plans  to  film  it  as  his  next  Paramount 
picture  following  “Don’t  Ever  Grieve  Me.”  It 
is  a romantic  comedy  telling  the  story  of  a 
husband  and  wife  who  are  faced  with  marital 
monotony  on  the  eve  of  their  tenth  wedding 
anniversary. 

Clarence  Brown  Will  Produce 
"The  Guardian  Angel"  for  Leo 

Clarence  Brown  will  direct  “The  Yearling,” 
and  also  will  produce  “The  Guardian  Angel” 
at  Metro  . . . Mel  Dinelli  has  been  signed  by 
Selznick  International  to  script  “Some  Must 
Watch”  . . . Benjamin  Glazer  was  ticketed 
by  Warner  to  do  screenplay  of  “Humoresque,” 
Fanny  Hurst’s  story.  Jerry  Wald  will  pro- 
duce . . . Other  Warner  scripting  chores:  Gra- 
ham Baker  to  develop  screenplay  of  “Beast 
With  Five  Fingers”;  Marian  Spitzer  and  Leo 
Townsend  to  do  final  treatment  on  “Silver 
Lining,”  the  life  of  Marilyn  Miller;  and  Her- 
bert Dalmas  and  Harold  Goldman  set  to  scrib- 
ble screenplay  of  “The  Adventures  of  Don 
Juan.” 

William  Goetz  of  International  Pictures  has 
assigned  William  A.  Seiter  to  direct  Sonja 
Henie’s  second  Technicolor  film,  “Countess  of 
Monte  Cristo”  . . . RKO  Radio  has  signed 
Arthur  V.  Jones  to  script  “Riverboat  Rhythm” 
and  Olive  Cooper  to  write  the  screenplay  for 
“Chicago  Lulu,”  based  on  the  Saturday  Eve- 
ning Post  story  of  the  same  name,  by  Wayne 
Whittaker  . . . Fred  Jackson’s  first  picture  as 
an  associate  producer  for  PRC  will  be  “Two 
Tickets  to  Heaven,”  a musical  with  a Holly- 
wood night  spot  as  its  locale.  A1  Herman 
will  direct  ...  At  the  same  studio,  Janet  and 
Philip  Stevenson  were  inked  to  write  the 
screenplay  of  “Heritage,”  the  story  of  Dr.  Jose 
Rizal,  famed  Filipinc  patriot.  Herman  Boxer 
is  associate  producer  . . . Erna  Lazarus  was 
assigned  by  Columbia  to  do  a script  polish 
job  on  “Double  Date,”  new  title  for  the  yarn 
formerly  called  “Blind  Date.” 

Jerry  Warner  is  writing  the  final  screenplay 
of  “Next  Door  to  Love”  for  Universal  Asso- 
ciate Producer  Phil  Cahn;  and  Stanley  Davis 
was  signed  by  Associate  Producer  George 
Blake  to  write  the  final  screenplay  of  “Sere- 
nade for  Murder”  at  the  same  studio  . . . “The 
County  Fair,”  original  screenplay  by  Frank 
H.  Young,  has  been  set  as  the  next  Monogram 
comedy-drama  for  the  East  Side  Kids.  Sam 
Katzman  and  Jack  Dietz  will  produce. 


GET  PLAQUES  FOR  “SYWA”— David  O.  Selznick  and  John  Cromwell,  who 
respectively  produced  and  directed  “Since  You  Went  Away,”  are  photographed 
with  the  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  plaques  which  were  awarded  them  when  the 
picture  was  voted  by  the  National  Screen  Council  as  the  best  released  during 
November,  1944. 
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DISCUSS  PARAMOUNT  AD  PLANS — Paramount  executives,  field  exploita- 
tion men  and  representatives  of  leading:  circuits  gathered  at  the  Hotel  Pierre  to 
discuss  plans  for  the  release  of  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  and  other  product. 
Many  of  the  circuit  men  presented  ideas.  Shown  here  (left)  Barney  Balaban, 
president,  addressing  the  gathering  at  lunch.  Y.  Frank  Freeman  is  on  Balaban’s 
right;  (right)  Leonard  Goldenson  and  Adolph  Zukor. 


Paramount  Building 
Its  Young  Talent 

HOLLYWOOD  — Paramount  will  intensify 
its  buildup  of  new  stars  during  the  current 
year,  the  company’s  studio  chief,  Henry  Gins- 
berg, says.  During  the  past  four  years  the 
company  has  developed  such  young  stars  as 
Alan  Ladd,  Betty  Hutton,  Veronica  Lake, 
Sonny  Tufts,  Eddie  Bracken,  Gail  Russell, 
Marjorie  Reynolds  and  Barbara  Britton. 

Since  Ginsberg  assumed  the  production 
reins  last  September,  Paramount  has  signed 
a number  of  new  personalities  all  of  whom 
will  have  important  roles  in  forthcoming  pic- 
tures. 

Joan  Caulfield,  who  starred  in  the  Broad- 
way play,  “Kiss  and  Tell,”  and  was  elevated  to 
stardom  by  the  studio  as  a result  of  her  per- 
formance in  her  first  film,  “Miss  Susie 
Slagle,”  has  been  signed  to  a long  term  con- 
tract. Her  former  deal  gave  her  the  right 
to  divide  her  time  equally  between  films  and 
the  stage. 

Billy  De  Wolfe,  comedian,  who  made  an 
auspicious  debut  in  “Dixie”  and  then  spent 
20  months  in  the  navy,  is  also  featured  in 
“Slagle.”  He  is  being  readied  for  stardom. 

Reward  for  Patric  Knowles 

Patric  Knowles  scored  in  “Kitty,”  after 
serving  as  a civilian  flying  instructor,  and 
has  been  signed  to  a long-termer.  He  now 
has  a leading  role  in  “Masquerade  in  Mex- 
ico.” 

Ann  Thomas,  young  New  York  stage 
actress,  left  the  cast  of  “Chicken  Every  Sun- 
day” to  play  Miss  Duffy  in  “Duffy’s  Tavern.” 
She  has  been  signed  to  a long-termer  also, 
and  will  be  featured  both  as  a comedienne 
and  dramatic  actress. 

Pat  Phelan,  who  appears  for  the  first  time 
on  the  screen  in  “Miss  Susie  Slagle,”  is  being 
groomed  for  an  important  role  following 
completion  of  this  picture.  He  is  currently 
being  sought  to  play  a leading  role  in  an 
important  film  to  be  produced  by  another 
studio. 

Virginia  Welles,  a Wisconsin  collegian  and 
protege  of  Maude  Adams,  has  just  been 
loaned  to  Columbia  for  one  of  the  leads  in 
“Kiss  and  Tell.”  Her  only  screen  appearance 
to  date  has  been  in  Mark  Sandrich’s  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES.” 

Bob  Graham,  19-year-old  former  soldier, 
whose  voice  has  been  likened  to  that  of  Bing 
Crosby  and  Frank  Sinatra,  was  loaned  out 
to  M-G-M  for  a spot  in  “Weekend  at  the 
Waldorf.”  Within  a week  after  Paramount 


signed  him  to  a contract,  he  put  his  John 
Hancock  to  a five-year  pact  as  singing  star 
on  “Duffy’s  Tavern.” 

Two  other  young  stars  recently  signed  by 
the  company  include  Noreen  Nash,  former 
Apple  Blossom  Queen  of  Washington,  and 
Margaret  Field,  a brunette  beauty  from 
Pasadena.  The  latter  was  discovered  by  a 
talent  scout  in  the  audience  of  the  Pasadena 
Playhouse.  She  had  never  acted  before. 

"Tolls"  Set  in  50  Spots 
Washington's  Birthday 

NEW  YORK — Paramount’s  “For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls”  will  be  given  Washington’s  Birth- 
day week  openings  in  about  50  key  centers 
throughout  the  nation.  Following  these 
openings,  the  film  will  be  released  generally 
for  regular  popular-priced  engagements. 

An  extensive  selling,  and  merchandising 
drive  has  been  put  into  operation  under  the 
direction  of  R.  M.  Gillham,  advertising  and 
publicity  director. 

A nationwide  radio  exploitation  campaign 
is  under  way,  with  the  opening  gun  a drama- 
tization of  the  film  on  the  Lux  Radio  Thea- 
tre February  12,  over  the  CBS  coast-to-coast 
network.  Gary  Cooper  and  Ingrid  Bergman 
will  re-enact  their  roles  in  the  picture. 

A complete  28-page  campaign  manual  has 
been  prepared  for  the  early  engagements,  in 
advance  of  the  press  book,  which  is  current- 
ly in  work.  A supplementary  press  book  is  to 
be  issued,  containing  the  full  campaign,  in- 
cluding cooperative  advertising. 


"Bell's"  Selling  Plan 
Para'l  Meet  Topic 

NEW  YORK — Paramount’s  sales  plans  on 
“For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  were  the  prin- 
cipal topic  of  a two-day  session  held  at  the 
Hotel  Pierre.  It  was  attended  by  home  office 
executives,  men  from  the  field,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  affiliated  and  other  circuits.  The 
session  was  similar  to  one  held  a year  ago  on 
“So  Proudly  We  Hail.” 

Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  sales,  said  that  in  less  than  1,000 
advanced  price  engagements  the  picture  had 
rolled  up  grosses  second  only  to  “Gone  With 
the  Wind.”  After  two  weeks  of  selling  for 
popular  price  engagements,  he  said,  contracts 
are  running  ahead  of  any  previous  Para- 
mount picture  in  a similar  period,  with  the 
exception  of  “So  Proudly  We  Hail.”  More 
than  13,000  playdates  are  in  sight. 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  director  of  publicity, 
advertising  and  exploitation:  Alec  Moss,  ex- 
ploitation director;  Stanley  Shuford,  adver- 
tising manager;  A1  Wilkie,  publicity  mana- 
ger; George  A.  Smith,  western  division  man- 
ager, and  Oscar  Morgan,  short  subjects  sales 
manager,  also  spoke. 

“Medal  for  Benny”  Will  Appeal 

Y.  Frank  Freeman  commented  on  the  ex- 
traordinary success  of  “Going  My  Way”  and 
said  he  thought  the  company  had  another, 
“A  Medal  for  Benny,”  with  the  same  all- 
around  human  appeal.  David  Rose,  head  of 
Paramount’s  organization  in  Great  Britain, 
agreed  with  him. 

Adolph  Zukor  was  given  a standing  tribute 
by  those  present. 

Among  those  present,  in  addition  to  those 
already  mentioned,  were:  William  Jenkins, 
Roy  Avey,  William  Brooker,  Arnold  Van 
Lear,  James  Levine,  Charles  Perry,  Ed  Wall, 
Win  Barron,  James  Castle,  Allan  Glenn,  Ver- 
non Gray,  Howard  Pettengill,  Charles 
Wlnchell,  E.  G.  Fitzgibbon,  Robert  Blair. 
Paul  Snoddy,  Max  Joice,  N.  L.  Plessner, 
Harry  Browning,  Frank  Starz,  Ray  Hendry, 
Dale  McFarland,  Jerry  Zigmond,  Lou  Finske, 
Eugene  Street,  Blanche  Livingston,  Ernest 
Emerling,  Harry  Goldberg,  Leroy  Furman, 
J.  J.  Donahue,  Robert  H.  O’Brien,  Harry 
David,  Louis  Barasch,  Doris  Sander,  Claude 
Lee,  Harry  Royster. 

Also  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  Norman  Robertson, 
Louis  Balstad,  G.  B.  J.  Frawley,  Leonard 
Goldenson,  Edward  Hyman,  Joe  Kinsky,  Max 
Fellerman,  Leon  Netter,  Robert  M.  Weitman, 
Jack  Mclnerney,  Jonas  Arnold,  William 
Schneider,  Sidney  Mesibov,  William  Erbb, 
Bill  Boley,  Edward  Boebe,  Hugh  Owen  and 
William  Pine. 


ALTEC  EXECUTIVES  CONFER — Members  of  the  executive  staff  of  Altec 
Service  Corp.,  Altec  Lansing  Corp.  and  other  Altec  engineers  and  technicians  are 
shown  above  at  the  company’s  west  coast  laboratory  in  Hollywood  viewing  tech- 
nical advances  of  electronic  apparatus  aligned  with  the  motion  picture  industry. 

Left  to  right,  front  row,  are:  S.  W.  Hand,  H.  M.  Bessey,  G.  L.  Carrington, 
A.  A.  Ward  and  E.  Z.  Walters.  On  the  back  row  are  J.  K.  Hilliard  and  J.  B. 
Lansing. 
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MOD  Drive  Will  Top 
Last  Year's  Record 


NEW  YORK — Collections  for  this  year’s 
March  of  Dimes  will  top  by  a large  margin 
1944’s  record  $4,667,000,  judging  by  the  efforts 
of  more  than  13,000  motion  picture  and 
legitimate  theatres  to  date.  Swinging  into 
action,  many  showmen  are  going  beyond  the 
routine  auditorium  collections  and  are 
soliciting  funds  from  outside  sources,  all  of 
which  will  be  credited  to  the  theatres’  totals. 
Others  are  staging  special  performances,  pre- 
views, etc.,  proceeds  of  which  will  go  to  the 
MOD  fund. 

In  Connecticut  184  out  of  185  theatres  will 
be  in  the  drive.  Only  four  small  town  thea- 
tres in  Arkansas  remain  unsigned.  Wiscon- 
sin has  set  a minimum  of  75  cents  per  seat 
for  theatres  in  that  state,  double  last  year’s 
record  take  of  37%  cents  per  seat.  Califor- 
nia expects  to  collect  $600,000,  considerably 
in  excess  of  last  year’s  goal  of  $477,127.  In 
Pennsylvania,  the  Pittsburgh  area  alone  has 
signed  490  out  of  a potential  600  theatres, 
and  film  salesmen  have  already  made  a 
theatre-to-theatre  canvass  to  line  up  the 
rest.  Oklahoma  City  is  holding  special  MOD 
previews  and  special  morning  shows  at  all 
principal  theatres.  Indiana,  Oregon,  Ohio, 
Colorado,  Michigan,  New  York,  Minnesota. 
Mississippi  and  Pennsylvania  are  but  a few 
of  the  states  reporting  more  theatres  signed 
for  the  present  drive  than  took  part  last 
year. 

New  York  City’s  MOD  committee  staged 
an  impressive  ceremony  in  Times  Square  at 
which  Mayor  Fiorello  LaGuardia,  Harry 
Brandt  and  Basil  O’Connor  spoke.  Among 
the  stage,  screen  and  radio  stars  appearing 
on  the  program  were:  Luise  Rainer,  Marilyn 
Maxwell,  Johnnie  Johnston,  Martha  Scott, 
Mady  Christians,  Tommy  Dix,  Neil  Hamilton, 
Paul  Lukas,  James  Ellison,  Skeets  Gallagher, 
Jane  Withers,  Louis  Calhern,  Oscar  Homolka, 
Frank  Fay,  Florence  Rice,  John  Boles,  Margo, 
Michael  O’Shea,  Jean  Hersholt,  Lee  Bowman, 
Fay  Wray,  Carole  Landis,  Roscoe  Karns  and 
Michael  Whalen. 

President  Roosevelt’s  1941  Georgia  auto 
license  plate  was  auctioned  off  to  the  high- 
est “dimes”  donor.  Jack  Benny  and  Roches- 
ter were  passengers  in  a special  trolley  car 
shuttling  up  and  down  Broadway  with  Gus 
Van,  noted  vaudevillian,  at  the  controls. 
Record  receipts  were  announced  from  bottle- 
racks  up  and  down  the  Gay  White  Way, 
pedestrians  having  dropped  handfuls  of 
dimes  into  glass  containers  whose  labels  bore 
the  given  name  of  a friend  or  relative  in  the 
armed  forces.  The  Paramount  reported  col- 
lecting $6,300  in  four  days  from  its  patrons, 
in  advance  of  the  MOD’S  official  January  25 
start. 

Harry  Katz  and  Ken  Collins,  co-chairmen 
for  Indiana,  and  A.  J.  Finke,  Oregon  chair- 
man, report  that  their  states  have  gone  over 
the  top  in  the  number  of  theatres  signed. 


NEW  YORK — “Although  the  national 
campaign  dates  for  the  1945  March  of  Dimes 
drive  have  been  set  for  January  25-31,  we 
are  requesting  each  exhibitor  in  the  state  to 
extend  the  collection  dates  to  February  4, 
giving  showmen  two  Saturdays  and  two  Sun- 
days to  use  their  showmanship  ingenuity.” 

This  was  the  text  of  a telegram  sent  by 
Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  theatre  chairman  in 
Wisconsin  during  the  drive,  to  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  national  chairman.  Fitzgerald  also 
set  a minimum  goal  of  75  cents  per  seat, 
double  the  average  of  last  year’s  collections. 


PULLING  A POLIO  PITCH— Harry  C. 
Arthur  jr.,  Missouri  state  chairman  for 
the  March  of  Dimes  drive;  Harry  Craw- 
ford, manager  of  Fanchon  and  Marco’s 
Missouri  Theatre  and  Wanda  Byrd, 
usherette,  all  of  St.  Louis,  watch  as  con- 
tributors try  their  luck  at  one  of  the 
novel  stunts  Crawford  has  rigged  up  to 
stimulate  collections. 

The  stunt  is  much  on  the  order  of 
pitch  games  at  carnivals,  in  which  the 
patrons  try  to  throw  their  coins  into 
holes  on  the  board.  The  back  board, 
which  reads,  “Thanks  Folks,  We  Both 
Win,”  lights  up  after  successful  pitches, 
which  entitles  thrower  to  a free  pass  to 
the  theatre.  More  than  $40  a night  has 
been  collected  in  this  manner. 


RKO#s  "Heart"  "Saddle" 
Get  Many  Holdovers 

NEW  YORK — Following  a successful  en- 
gagement at  the  RKO  Palace  here,  “None 
But  the  Lonely  Heart”  is  doing  excellent  busi- 
ness at  the  Albee,  Brooklyn,  and  Proctor’s, 
Newark,  in  addition  to  the  RKO  metropoli- 
tan circuit,  according  to  General  Sales  Man- 
ager Robert  Mochrie.  After  rounding  out 
two  weeks  at  the  Mastbaum,  Philadelphia,  the 
Cary  Grant-Ethel  Barrymore  costarrer  is 
currently  enjoying  a third  week  at  that  house. 
The  picture  is  in  its  second  week  also  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  St.  Paul  and  Oakland. 

“Tall  in  the  Saddle,”  starring  John  Wayne 
and  Ella  Raines,  is  doing  well  at  the  Stanton, 
Philadelphia,  with  the  picture  in  its  third 
week.  The  RKO  Radio  release,  first  western 
to  play  the  Orpheum,  Kansas  City,  is  doing 
exceptional  business  in  its  second  week  at 
Seattle  and  Hartford,  the  latter  spot  report- 
ing the  picture  as  having  topped  “Casanova 
Brown,”  despite  inclement  weather. 


NEW  YORK— A total  of  13,641  pledges  had 
been  received  a few  days  prior  to  the  official 
opening  of  the  1945  motion  picture  March 
of  Dimes  campaign.  This  was  an  increase  of 
almost  2,000  theatres  over  the  number 
pledged  in  1944. 

George  Mann,  campaign  co-chairman  for 
California,  wired  Harry  Brandt  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  that  “northern  California 
alone  will  raise  more  than  $400,000  during 
the  drive.”  Mann  based  his  prediction  on 
reports  he  received  from  exhibitors  and  cir- 
cuits who  attended  a San  Francisco  meeting. 


RKO  Will  Tradeshow 
Five  on  Feb.  13-15 

NEW  YORK— Five  RKO  films  will  be 
tradeshown  nationally  February  13  through 
February  15.  These  pictures  are  “The  En- 
chanted Cottage,”  “Betrayal  in  the  East,” 
“Having  Wonderful  Crime,”  “Pan-Ameri- 
cana,” and  “What  a Blonde.”  They  will  be 
screened  as  follows: 

“The  Enchanted  Cottage,”  February  13  at 
2:30,  with  the  following  exceptions:  Char- 
lotte, 3:45  p.  m.;  Cincinnati,  9:45  a.  m.;  Den- 
ver, 3:30  p.  m.;  Indianapolis,  2:45  p.  m.;  San 
Francisco,  1:30  p.  m„  and  Sioux  Falls,  10:45 
a.  m.  The  New  York  screening  will  be  at 
the  RKO  exchange,  630  Ninth  Ave.,  2:30  and 
4 p.  m. 

“Betrayal  in  the  East,”  February  14  at 
10:30  a.  m.,  with  the  following  exceptions: 
Charlotte,  2:30;  Cincinnati,  8:15  p.  m.;  Den- 
ver, 2 p.  m.;  Indianapolis,  1 p.  m.;  Pitts- 
burgh, 1 p.  m. ; St.  Louis,  11:30  a.  m.,  and 
Sioux  Falls,  9:30  a.  m.  The  New  York  screen- 
ing will  be  held  at  the  exchange  at  11  a.  m. 

“Having  Wonderful  Crime,”  February  14 
at  2:30  p.  m.,  with  these  exceptions:  Char- 
lotte, 3:45  p.  m.;  Cincinnati,  9:45  p.  m.;  Den- 
ver, 3:30  p.  m.;  Indianapolis,  2:45  p.  m.;  San 
Francisco,  1:30  p.  m.,  and  Sioux  Falls,  10:45 
a.  m.  The  New  York  showing  will  be  held 
at  2:30  and  4 p.  m. 

“Pan- Americana,”  February  15,  at  10:30 
a.  m.,  excepting:  Charlotte,  2:30  p.  m.;  Cin- 
cinnati, 8:15  p.  m.;  Denver,  2 p.  m.;  Indian- 
apolis, 1 p.  m.;  Pittsburgh,  1 p.  m.,  and  St. 
Louis,  11:30  a.  m.  The  New  York  screenings 
will  be  held  at  11  a.  m.  and  2:30  p.  m. 

“What  a Blonde,”  February  13,  at  10:30 
a.  m„  excepting:  Charlotte,  2:30  p.  m.;  Cin- 
cinnati, 8:15  p.  m.;  Denver,  2 p.  m.;  Indian- 
apolis, 1 p.  m.;  New  York,  11  a.  m.  at  the 
exchange:  Pittsburgh,  1 p.  m.;  St.  Louis, 
11:30  a.  m.,  and  Sioux  Falls,  9:30  a.  m. 


N.  Y.  C.  Subway  Boosts 
"Song  to  Remember" 

NEW  YORK — Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member” has  been  selected  by  the  New  York 
subways  as  their  February  “Go  See”  choice. 
The  transit  system’s  display  of  two  cards  in 
every  subway  car  is  expected  to  bring  record 
crowds  to  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall  when 
the  Muni-Oberon  Technicolor  feature  opens 
there  shortly. 

Delayed  Prints  Set  Back 
'Burma'  Tradeshowings 

NEW  YORK — Because  of  delay  in  delivery 
of  prints  the  national  tradeshowing  of  War- 
ners’ “Objective,  Burma!”  scheduled  for  Mon- 
day, January  29,  has  been  postponed  to  Mon- 
day, February  5. 

The  picture  opened  Friday,  January  26,  at 
the  New  York  Strand. 


Columbia's  Bond  Record 

NEW  YORK — Columbia  employes  set  a 
new  record  for  bond  purchases  during  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  drive.  The  quota  was  $3,- 
400,000.  Sales  reached  $3,803,562.  These  in- 
cluded the  company’s  purchases. 


Monogram's  Campaigns 

NEW  YORK — Monogram  has  retained 
David  E.  Weshner  and  Associates  for  spe- 
cial advertising  and  exploitation  campaigns 
on  “They  Shall  Have  Faith”  and  “John  Dil- 
linger.” 


Ben  Blue  to  “Early  to  Wed" 

Ben  Blue  has  been  added  to  the  cast  of 
Metro’s  “Early  to  Wed.” 


Dimes  Drive  Extension  Requested ; 
Pledges  2,000  Over  Last  Year 
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Name  Samms  as  Head 
Of  Carolinas'  Group 

CHARLOTTE — A.  F.  Samms  jr.  of  States- 
ville, N.  C„  was  named  president  of  the  The- 
atre Owners  of  N.  and  S.  Carolina  at  the 
close  of  the  organization’s  33d  annual  meet- 
ing here  on  Monday  of  this  week. 

Roy  Rowe  of  Burgaw,  N.  C.,  and  George 
Parr  of  Lancaster  S.  C.,  were  elected  vice- 
presidents,  while  Mrs.  Pauline  Griffith  was 
re-elected  secretary-treasurer. 

The  directors:  H.  H.  Everett,  T.  A.  Little, 
and  H.  F.  Kincey  of  Charlotte,  H.  R.  Berry 
of  Hartsville,  S.  C.,  H.  E.  Buchanan  of  Hen- 
dersonville, N.  C.,  George  Carpenter  of  Val- 
dese,  N.  C.,  E.  L.  Hearne  of  Albemarle,  N.  C., 
Sam  Trincher  and  O.  T.  Kirby  of  Roxboro, 
N.  C.,  J.  C.  Long  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  J.  F. 
Miller  of  Hickory,  N.  C„  J.  V.  Harvey  of 
Clover,  S.  C.,  Ben  Strozier  of  Rock  Hill,  S.  C„ 
and  C.  H.  Arrington  of  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

A membership  of  slightly  more  than  350 
was  reported. 

"Ten  Little  Indians"  Still 
Seeking  Cinematic  Home 

HOLLYWOOD — Those  ten  diminutive  red- 
men  apparently  are  still  without  a permanent 
reservation  on  which  to  park  their  cinematic 
career. 

Indications  now  are  that  20th  Century-Fox 
will  distribute  the  picture — “Ten  Little  In- 
dians”— if  and  when  it  is  finally  produced. 

Bandied  about  more  than  any  other  screen 
property  in  recent  months,  the  film  rights 
to  the  Broadway  play  were  initially  an- 
nounced purchased  by  Samuel  Bronston,  who 
proposed  making  the  feature  for  United  Art- 
ists release.  Then  came  reports  that  Bron- 
ston had  lost  his  option  and  that  the  picture 
would  be  made  by  a newcomer  production 
outfit,  Popular  Pictures,  headed  by  Ed  Peskay 
and  Max  Popkin.  United  Artists  spokesmen 
confirmed  that  report. 

But  the  papooses  were  still  on  the  warpath. 
In  answer  to  a printed  rumor  that  the  Pop- 
ular-UA  deal  had  died  aborning,  and  that 
Peskay  and  Popkin  were  flirting  with  a 20th- 
Fox  release,  Joseph  M.  Schenck  admitted 
that  such  an  arrangement  was  being  dis- 
cussed and  added,  “However,  the  matter  is 
still  in  the  discussion  stage  and  there  have 
been  no  definite  developments.” 

Lo!  the  poor  Indians. 


LETTERS 

HELPFUL  ABOARD  SHIP 

TO  BOXOFFICE: 

In  looking  through  quite  a few  magazines 
which  came  into  my  possession  I found  your 
magazine,  which  seemed  to  be  very  enjoyable 
and  very  helpful  in  picking  pictures  to  show 
to  the  crew  of  this  ship.  At  the  present  time 
in  showing  moving  pictures  to  the  crew  we 
try  to  obtain  the  very  best  for  their  enjoy- 
ment, and  by  so  reading  little  writeups  in 
your  publication  we  have  been  very  fortunate 
to  get  the  very  best  whenever  they  were 
obtainable  from  our  exchange. 

So  I am  enclosing  a money  order  for  the 
amount  of  $2  in  payment  for  a year’s  sub- 
scription to  your  magazine.  I hope  that  I 
will  be  fortunate  enough  to  get  the  very  first 
copy  of  the  year. 

CLIFFORD  E.  ROGERS,  SKlc 
c/o  Fleet  Post  Office 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ROBERT  TAYLOR— 
The  lieutenant  and  his  wife  (Barbara 
Stanwyck)  lifted  the  gloom  around  La 
Guardia  airport  one  afternoon  recently. 
They  came  in  for  the  opening  of  “The 
Fighting  Lady,”  20th-Fox.  He  does  the 
narration. 


Dallas  Dismissal  Upheld 

NEW  YORK — Decision  of  an  arbitrator  in 
dismissing  a some  run  and  clearance  com- 
plaint filed  in  the  Dallas  tribunal  by  W.  V. 
Adwell,  owner  of  the  Roxy,  San  Angelo, 
Texas,  was  affirmed  by  the  appeal  board. 
The  five  major  distributors  were  named  de- 
fendants and  Concho  Theatres,  Inc.,  an  in- 
tervenor. 


"Winged  Victory"  Sign 
On  Treasury  Is  a Feat 

WASHINGTON— When  Oscar  A.  Doob, 
Loew’s  advertising  and  publicity  director,  was 
here  on  the  Third  War  Loan  he  succeeded 
in  getting  advertising  on  the  treasury  building 
for  the  first  time. 

Hank  Shields  of  Loew’s  made  a mental  note 
of  this  and  talked  the  treasury  department 
into  permitting  a 60x12  foot  banner  of 
“Winged  Victory”  to  be  put  up.  The  army 
air  force  benefits  from  the  grosses. 


Altec  Signs  More  Deals 

NEW  YORK — Circuits  that  have  signed  for 
Altec  service  include  Associated  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  Robert  L.  Lippert  of  California 
and  Twin-City  with  headquarters  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn. 


Change  of  Trade  Screening  Date 

INSTEAD  OF  JANUARY  29th  AS 
PREVIOUSLY  ANNOUNCED 


WARNER  BROS.’  TRADE  SHOWINGS  OF 


70  Theatres  Reported 
In  a Jersey  Combine 

NEW  YORK — Important  matters  connected 
with  the  organization  of  Independent  The- 
atres Service,  Inc.,  a buying  and  booking 
combine  being  formed  by  a group  of  New 
Jersey  exhibitors,  will  be  transacted  at  a 
meeting  in  Trenton  on  February  1. 

Monroe  E.  Stein,  New  York  attorney,  has 
been  retained  to  draw  up  the  necessary  docu- 
ments. Latest  estimates  place  the  number  of 
theatres  included  in  the  combine  at  approxi- 
mately 70. 


“OBJECTIVE, 

BURMA!” 

Starring 

ERROL  FLYNN 


Monogram's  Six  at  Salt  Lake 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Monogram  had  six 
pictures  in  first  run  spots  simultaneously 
this  month:  “Alaska,”  with  a BOXOFFICE 
Barometer  rating  of  175,  took  the  lead.  The 
others  were:  “Alaska”  and  “The  Jade  Mask,” 
at  the  Rialto;  “A  WAVE,  a Wac  and  a Ma- 
rine” and  “Range  Law”  on  a dual  bill  at  the 
State;  “Spotlight  Scandals”  at  the  South- 
East,  and  “Arizona  Whirlwind”  at  the  Em- 
pire. 


Will  Now  Be  Held  On 

Monday,  February  5th 


SCREENING  ROOMS  AND  TIME  OF  SHOWINGS 
REMAIN  UNCHANGED 
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Independents  Hard  Hit 
On  Film  Stock  Slash 

HOLLYWOOD — As  concerns  the  impend- 
ing cuts  in  raw  film  stocks,  Hollywood's  in- 
dependent producers,  who  probably  will  be 
hardest  hit  by  the  slash,  are  marking  time 
and  hoping.  They  are  awaiting  the  final 
outcome  of  the  stock  allocations  which  will 
follow  the  February  1 meeting  in  Washing- 
ton, at  which  representatives  of  the  various 
producing  and  distributing  organizations  will 
again  meet  with  the  War  Production  Board. 

Many  have  been  the  reports  that  repre- 
sentatives of  the  larger  independent  film 
makers  sounded  off  vehemently  and  bitterly 
at  the  most  recent  huddles  with  the  WPB, 
maintaining  that  the  proposed  cuts  will  work 
an  unfair  hardship  on  the  independents, 
most  particularly  newcomers  to  the  field  who 
have  no  established  figures  of  stock  con- 
sumption to  which  standard  stock  cuts  can 
be  applied.  Such  producers  and  their  spokes- 
men chose,  however,  to  keep  their  own  coun- 
sels on  the  subject  following  the  last  Wash- 
ington conferences.  They  expressed  the  be- 
lief that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  airing 
their  grievances  at  this  time  and  that  their 
best  interests  would  be  served  if  nothing  was 
said  about  the  alleged  inequalities  of  the 
proposed  allocations,  until,  at  least,  after  the 
final  meeting  of  February  1. 

Speculate  on  Extent  of  Cuts 

Indications  were  that  the  independents 
would  be  strongly  represented  at  the  Febru- 
ary 1 gathering.  From  Hollywood  Barney 
Briskin,  general  manager  for  Sol  Lesser  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  was  to  attend.  Briskin  will 
represent  the  Sol  Lesser  enterprises  among 
other  independents  at  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry  Advisory  Council’s  meeting  with 
WPB. 

Although  he  had  not  announced  his  plans, 
it  was  thought  likely  that  another  to  attend 
would  be  John  Flinn,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Society  of  Independent  Motion  Picture 
Producers.  Flinn’s  group  includes  most  of 
the  indies  who  work  in  the  high  budget 
brackets,  many  of  them  releasing  through 
United  Artists. 

Meanwhile,  George  Bagnall,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  UA  production;  Leon  Fromkess, 
president  of  PRC,  and  others  of  their  pro- 
duction status  have  let  it  be  known  that 
no  definite  plans  have  been  made  about 
stock  for  their  respective  share-cropping  pro- 
ducers and  that  none  will  be  made  until  it 
is  determined  just  how  drastic  will  be  the 
cuts. 

Columbia  Shows  "Song" 

To  Sales  Executives 

NEW  YORK — Discussion  of  the  handling 
and  treatment  of  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member” featured  the  three-day  meeting  of 
branch  and  district  managers  and  Canadian 
representatives  of  the  company,  presided 
over  by  A.  Montague,  general  sales  manager. 

Original  plans  were  to  have  the  majority 
of  the  national  sales  force  and  exhibitors 
from  all  over  the  country  see  the  film  at  its 
New  York  premiere,  but  transportation  dif- 
ficulties and  recent  government  rulings  on 
large  business  meetings  made  this  imprac- 
tical. 

Those  attending  the  meeting  saw  the  film 
at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  in  accordance 
with  the  company  policy  to  have  sales  repre- 
sentatives and  exhibitors  view  the  film  only 
in  a theatre.  Although  exchanges  have  had 
prints  of  the  picture  for  some  time,  it  has 
not  been  screened  either  for  members  of  the 
sales  force  or  exhibitors. 


IReviecv  > > 

EADIE  WAS  A LADY  (Col) — There  is  little 
more  than  meets  the  eye  in  this  gay  pic- 
ture— but  plenty  meets  the  eye  in  the  way 
of  feminine  curves.  However,  Ann  Miller 
has  such  a fresh,  girlish  screen  personality 
that  even  when  she  tries  a few  Mae  Westish 
lines  in  her  role  as  a burlesque  queen,  it 
seems  more  amusing  than  naughty.  Not  a 
tear  in  the  script  and  most  of  the  gags 
are  good.  Ann  Miller,  Joe  Besser,  William 
Wright,  Jeff  Donnell,  Jimmy  Little.  Arthur 
Dreifuss  directed. 

OBJECTIVE,  BURMA!  (WB)  — In  assaying 
the  commercial  potency  of  this  important 
picture,  one  must  take  into  consideration 
the  still  undecided  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  public  is  sated  with  war  sub- 
jects. There  is  no  gainsaying  that  it  is 
possibly  the  most  exciting,  stirring,  sus- 
pense-laden footage  of  its  kind  ever  cre- 
ated; that  it  is  unstintingly  produced  and 
brilliantly  directed.  Errol  Flynn,  James 
Brown,  Warner  Anderson,  William  Prince, 
George  Tobias.  Directed  by  Raoul  Walsh. 

ROUGH  RIDING  JUSTICE  (Col)— Varying 
the  somewhat  “fenced-in”  range  of  the 
typical  horse  opera,  this  Charles  Starrett 
opus  starts  out  with  him  in  the  supposed 
role  of  a bandit  leader.  The  plot  thickens 
in  tense  sequences  and  Starrett  as  Steve 
Holden  remains  under  a cloud — the  audi- 
ence wondering  if  he  will  prove  the  old 
maxim  that  it  takes  a thief  to  catch  a thief. 
Only  at  the  climax,  when  the  ringleader 
confesses,  after  being  caught  in  his  own 
trap  to  dynamite  the  gold  shipment  wag- 
ons, does  it  all  come  out.  Charles  Starretw, 
Dub  Taylor,  Betty  Jane  Graham,  Wheeler 
Oakman,  Jimmy  Wakely.  Derwin  Abra- 
hams directed. 

TONIGHT  AND  EVERY  NIGHT  (Col)— Co- 
lumbia has  made  a spectacular  and  enter- 
taining picture  out  of  the  career  of  a Lon- 
don theatre  which  stayed  open  all  during 
the  blitz.  Rita  Hayworth  in  Technicolor  is 
as  exciting  as  her  song  number,  “You  Excite 
Me,”  and  Janet  Blair  shares  many  of  the 
honors  with  her.  Lee  Bowman  in  an  RAF 
uniform  will  palpitate  pulses  of  feminine 
customers  and  the  dance  numbers  of  Marc 
Platt  are  not  only  artistically  rendered  but 
have  their  comic  moments.  Rita  Hayworth, 
Lee  Bowman,  Janet  Blair,  Marc  Platt,  Les- 
lie Brooks.  Produced  and  directed  by  Vic- 
tor Saville. 

TREE  GROWS  IN  BROOKLYN,  A (20th- 
Fox) — A picture  of  great  beauty  and  sensi- 
tivity has  been  brought  to  the  screen  and 
the  prediction  can  be  safely  made  that  the 
nation’s  theatre  audiences  will  take  it 
closely  to  their  hearts.  The  film  is  certain 
to  become  one  of  the  notable  achievements 
of  the  year.  Exhibitors  can  be  proud  to 
show  this  picture,  and  will  be  rewarded 
with  a popular  acclaim  which  will  mount 
with  each  succeeding  engagement.  Doro- 
thy McGuire,  James  Dunn,  Joan  Blondell, 
Peggy  Ann  Garner,  Ted  Donaldson.  Elia 
Kazan  directed. 

These  reviews  will  appear  in  full  in 

a forthcoming  issue  of  Boxoffice. 


Topline  in  “Danger  Signal" 

Faye  Emerson  has  been  handed  the  femme 
topline  in  Warners’  “Danger  Signal.” 


Double  Expenditures, 
Is  Plan  of  Republic 

HOLLYWOOD — Although  an  all-time  high 
of  $14,651,391  was  spent  by  Republic  during 
1944,  the  company  is  prepared  to  double  that 
figure  in  1945,  Herbert  J.  Yates,  chairman  of 
the  board,  told  the  conferees  at  the  regional 
sales  conference  held  at  the  company’s 
studio.  The  powwow  was  third  in  a series 
of  such  regional  meets  and  was  held  in  the 
conference  room  of  the  studio’s  new  sound 
stage — the  first  time  the  new  building  had 
ever  been  used.  James  R.  Grainger,  presi- 
dent of  Republic  Pictures,  presided. 

In  a breakdown  of  the  fourteen  million 
expenditure  during  the  past  year,  Yates  ex- 
plained that  a total  of  $9,838,465  was  spent 
in  production,  an  increase  of  $2,668,465  over 
1943. 

The  new  year  will  have  an  advertising 
budget  of  $2,500,000,  Yates  announced.  Addi- 
tionally, $250,000  will  be  allocated  to  special 
advertising  and  publicity  in  connection  with 
the  company’s  tenth  anniversary  observa- 
tion in  May. 

Dual  Chiller  Bill  to  Be  Sold 

Yates  stated  that  two  forthcoming  fea- 
tures, “The  Phantom  Speaks”  and  “The 
Vampire’s  Ghost,”  will  be  sold  as  a package 
—a  dual  chiller  bill — and  sold  away  from  the 
regular  program.  He  told  the  meeting  that 
exploitation  and  advertising  would  be  con- 
centrated on  the  so-called  de  luxe  pictures, 
which  would  take  precedent  over  all  other 
product  with  the  exception  of  the  Roy  Rog- 
ers Specials,  which  would  continue  as  the 
No.  1 product. 

“The  biggest  job  of  the  studio,”  Yates 
pointed  out,  “is  to  develop  stars,  and  this 
requires  patience  and  money,  but  it  will  pay 
dividends.  Talent  will  be  tried,  tested  and 
exploited  for  stardom  possibilities.”  He  re- 
ported that  Bill  Elliott,  whose  picture  grosses 
showed  an  increase  of  209.3  per  cent  in  1944, 
will  be  billed  as  William  Elliott  for  his  star- 
ring role  in  “The  Fabulous  Texan.”  With 
release  of  the  film,  Elliott  will  make  per- 
sonals in  key  cities. 

In  addition  to  Yates  and  Grainger,  those 
in  attendance  included  Allen  Wilson,  vice- 
president;  Ed  Walton,  executive  assistant  to 
Grainger  and  assistant  general  sales  mana- 
ger; Robert  V.  Newman,  assistant  to  Wilson; 
Jack  Baker,  assistant  to  Wilson;  Hyman  C. 
Glick,  secretary-treasurer  and  comptroller; 
Walter  L.  Titus,  executive  assistant  in  charge 
of  branch  operations;  Francis  Bateman, 
western  division  manager;  J.  L.  Kaufman, 
studio  director  of  publicity;  Steve  Edwards, 
New  York  director  of  publicity;  William  Mar- 
riott, Los  Angeles  exchange  manager;  Sid 
Weisman,  San  Francisco  exchange  manager; 
J.  T.  Sheffield,  Seattle  franchise  owner;  Paul 
McElhainney,  Seattle  exchange  manager;  J. 
H.  Sheffield,  Portland  exchange  manager; 
H.  C.  Fuller,  Salt  Lake  City  exchange  man- 
ager, and  Gene  Gerbase,  Denver  exchange 
manager. 


Grainger  Announces  Promotions 
For  Four  in  the  Sales  Ranks 

HOLLYWOOD — Announcement  of  several 
promotions  and  changes  were  made  by  James 
R.  Grainger,  president  of  Republic,  at  the 
second  day’s  sales  conference  held  at  the 
studio. 

William  Feld,  Des  Moines  branch  manager, 
becomes  sales  manager  at  Chicago.  Dave  Nel- 
son, salesman  in  the  St.  Louis  branch  re- 
places Feld  in  Des  Moines.  William  Weiss, 
salesman  at  St.  Louis,  takes  over  the  St. 
Louis  managerial  position.  B.  C.  Talley,  At- 
lanta salesman,  is  promoted  to  sales  manager 
of  the  same  exchange.  Appointments  become 
effective  February  12. 
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SttH  WrUI! 


Motion  Picture  Daily: 

"A  wondrous  film  that  delights  for  every  second  of  its  70  minutes. 
Disney  dazzles  with  color  and  sound  and  delights  with  comedy  and 
story  incident  ...  A felicitous  combination  of  live  action  and  anima- 
tion, it  weaves  a spell  of  enchantment.  Disney  has  come  up  with  some- 
thing truly  spectacular,  yet  wholly  sound  boxoffice.  It  will  catch  the 
imagination  of  young  and  old  and  will  serve  as  a source  of  endless 
enjoyment." 


Variety: 


"Walt  Disney  reveals  a new  form  of  cinematic  entertainment  wherein 
he  blends  live  action  with  animation  in  a socko  feature  production  . . . 
Gay,  colorful,  resplendent  . . . Punchily  interspersed  are  socko  songs, 
surefire  for  hitdom  . . . There's  no  question  that  Disney  has  brought  to 
the  screen  a technique  which  is  revolutionary  and  significant." 


Boxoffice: 


"In  'The  Three  Caballeros'  the  past  master  of  animation  has  planted, 
production-wise  at  least,  another  milestone  . . . Carries  fantasy  to  a 
new  and  almost  unbelievable  high  . . . Sequence  after  sequence  breath- 
takingly  beautiful  . . . Boundless  artistry  and  technical  perfection  should 
make  the  feature  a winner." 


Motion  Picture  Herald: 


"As  in  the  case  of  'Snow  White,'  the  cue  for  showmen  is  to  shout  from 
their  housetops  that  Disney,  The  Great,  has  pioneered  again  and  counsel 
them  to  come  and  see  what  he  has  wrought  . . . The  picture  has  com- 
manding stature." 


Showmen’s  Trade  Review: 


"Another  full-length  Disney  feature  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  followers 
. . . Should  do  well  at  the  boxoffice  ...  A dazzling,  swiftly-moving 
comedy  . . . has  plenty  of  entertainment." 


Hollywood  Variety: 


"Contrived  with  the  perfection  of  a revolutionary  new  screen  technique 
. . . A swiftly-shuttling,  feature-length  musical  comedy  combining 
live  action  and  animation,  potent  with  song  and  dance  and  seduc- 
tive beauties  . . .Will  hold  any  audience  spellbound." 


Hollywood  Reporter: 


"Has  moments  of  enchanting  beauty,  other  moments  of  richly  hilari- 
ous comedy,  and  some  of  the  most  remarkable  technical  camera  feats 
ever  achieved  in  a motion  picture." 
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and  dancing  star 


Mexico's 

Sweetheart  of  Song 


Sensational  star  from 
South  of  the  Border 
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LIBERTY  . . Jan.  20th 

1,262,296 


COSMOPOLITAN . Feb. 

2,062,221 


ENTIRE 


March 


GOOD  HOUSEKEEPING 

2,535,000 


Doxoffice 

Barometer 

First  Run  Reports 

As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928).  this  chari 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay — 


Denver  210 

Indianapolis  110 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal/'  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 
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BUFFALO 
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CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

— 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DES  MOINES 

DETROIT 
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INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 
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OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

1 

[PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

SEATTLE 

AVERAGE 

Adventures  of  Mark  Twain  (WB) 

120 

190 

120 

100 

70 

120 

113 

100 

100 

85 

110 

170 

125 

75 

90 

165 

60 

120 

140 

114 

Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

145 

175 

130 

139 

American  Romance,  An  (MGM) 

110 

83 

115 

120 

105 

135 

155 

90 

105 

100 

75 

130 

100 

120 

185 

85 

130 

no 

114 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

130 

175 

105 

110 

90 

135 

200 

100 

100 

145 

183 

130 

175 

135 

185 

150 

75 

150 

140 

138; 

Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 

120 

115 

150 

145 

165 

139 

Brazil  (Rep) 

110 

111 

110 

120 

135 

135 

100 

87 

90 

100 

90 

70 

135 

185 

70 

135 

130 

113 

Bride  by  Mistake  (RKO) 

100 

147 

110 

100 

60 

135 

130 

110 

105 

90 

110 

100 

125 

95 

150 

130 

165 

80 

150 

135 

140 

117 

Can’t  Help  Singing-  (Univ) 

200 

100 

125 

100 

178 

140 

145 

133 

160 

250 

220 

159 

Conspirators,  The  (WB) 

115 

98 

100 

115 

125 

130 

130 

90 

120 

95 

112 

80 

120 

100 

158 

125 

155 

70 

175 

120 

130 

117! 

Doughgirls  (WB) 

135 

75 

110 

105 

70 

145 

155 

90 

120 

95 

150 

100 

90 

110 

185 

100 

200 

85 

135 

120 

100 

118 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ) 

100 

135 

100 

100 

80 

95 

100 

101 

Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 

200 

115 

130 

100 

165 

130 

140 

Fighting  Lady,  The  (20th-Fox) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) 

115 

153 

100 

125 

105 

140 

85 

185 

130 

255 

168 

120 

160 

118 

310 

135 

200 

150 

150 

200 

155 

Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para) 

110 

114 

115 

115 

85 

125 

150 

95 

125 

90 

107 

108 

100 

140 

104 

155 

125 

140 

100 

145 

100 

150 

118 

Hi  Beautiful  (Univ) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

83 

100 

100 

100 

98 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 

130 

169 

120 

130 

123 

140 

190 

160 

120 

150 

110 

122 

200 

135 

260 

115 

150 

160 

190 

151 

House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

110 

105 

100 

100 

205 

124 

It  Happened  Tomorrow  (UA) 

180 

120 

120 

160 

130 

160 

90 

100 

100 

95 

110 

110 

85 

100 

125 

100 

185 

75 

150 

100 

100 

119 

Kansas  City  Kitty  (Col) 

96 

115 

100 

125 

130 

100 

90 

100 

100 

100 

95 

90 

125 

97 

85 

125 

90 

100 

180 

100 

107 

Lost  in  a Harem  (MGM) 

78 

100 

85 

90 

105 

110 

75 

140 

75 

155 

85 

200 

40 

150 

120 

107 

Master  Race,  The  (RKO) 

100 

150 

110 

90 

70 

130 

100 

90 

120 

60 

105 

67 

100 

100 

85 

185 

125 

145 

no 

125 

90 

107 

Missing  Juror,  The  (Col) 

100 

95 

100 

90 

80 

93 

Music  in  Manhattan  (RKO) 

100 

141 

100 

100 

100 

130 

100 

100 

100 

80 

100 

85 

110 

100 

135 

120 

115 

100 

150 

125 

100 

109 

National  Barn  Dance  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

135 

100 

95 

105 

100 

100 

100 

105 

110 

120 

105 

Our  H’ts  Were  Y’ng  and  Gay  (Para) 

105  | 

115 

140 

210 

100 

120 

110 

110 

133 

140 

110 

175 

170 

185 

60 

135 

132 

Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The  (RKO) 

125 

221 

125 

125 

160 

225 

150 

125 

200 

135 

125 

240 

135 

170 

162 

San  Diego,  I Love  You  (Univ) 

168 

100 

105 

80 

140 

100 

95 

100 

100 

105 

100 

90 

100 

85 

100 

80 

175 

100 

100 

106 

Secrets  of  Scotland  Yard  (Rep) 

70 

110 

100 

100 

100 

110 

100 

100 

100 

100 

95 

135 

100 

150 

100 

no 

105 

Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 

110 

254 

125 

113 

155 

193 

105 

145 

200 

200 

158 

125 

190 

120 

170 

195 

210 

140 

250 

250 

170 

Strange  Affair  (Col) 

91 

100 

50 

100 

100 

100 

90 

100 

75 

85 

100 

125 

90 

100 

93 

Strangers  in  the  Night  (Rep) 

100 

100 

100 

110 

90 

100 

Summer  Storm  (UA) 

110 

102 

105 

100 

80 

130 

123 

130 

160 

95 

115 

100 

100 

95 

175 

160 

180 

60 

150 

125 

130 

120 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 

105 

97 

115 

140 

150 

105 

95 

98 

100 

100 

95 

130 

120 

195 

200 

123 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (MGM) 

150 

180 

100 

125 

142 

150 

105 

120 

150 

150 

150 

140 

175 

125 

155 

175 

180 

135 

180 

200 

149 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) 

110 

110 

130 

125 

100 

90 

100 

120 

103 

100 

100 

135 

250 

125 

185 

55 

175 

130 

135 

125 

Together  Again  (Col) 

212 

160 

100 

140 

175 

100 

140 

135 

125 

90 

75 

100 

115 

125 

150 

145 

175 

150 

150 

135 

Very  Thought  of  You,  The  (WB) 

110 

198 

100 

120 

60 

135 

160 

95 

90 

105 

110 

120 

140 

100 

140 

115 

150 

75 

135 

no 

100 

118 

*Wilson  (20th-Fox) 

100 

353 

130 

120 

130 

200 

130 

180 

130 

250 

250 

120 

100 

305 

200 

280 

230 

250 

200 

200 

193 

Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 

125 

120 

190 

160 

185 

192 

120 

125 

215 

135 

185 

130 

200 

160 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The  (RKO) 

105 

214 

100 

125 

110 

170 

150 

175 

144 

* Playing  at  advanced  admission  scales. 
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5 Sxtti&ita’i  Say 

— — ABOUT  PICTURES 


COLUMBIA 

Cowboy  Canteen  (Col)  — Charles  Starrett, 
Jane  Frazee,  Vera  Vague.  The  best — just  the 
type  of  picture  for  this  community  and  they 
enjoyed  every  moment  of  it.  A laugh  riot 
throughout.  Come  again,  Columbia,  with 
more  like  it.  I'll  pay  the  extra  $2.50  any  time. 
Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good. — W.  H. 
Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

First  Comes  Courage  (Col) — Brian  Aherne, 
Merle  Oberon.  The  story  is  not  bad  but  hard 
to  follow.  I seldom  kick  on  the  technical,  but 
the  sound  and  the  photography  were  very 
bad  on  this,  it  seemed.  Very  dark,  and  the 
sound  seemed  badly  recorded.  Not  much  to 
recommend.  Played  Thurs.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Fair.- — -S.  C.  Onerheim,  Community,  Luseland, 
Sask.,  Canada.  Rural  and  small  town  pa- 
tronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Andy  Hardy's  Blonde  Trouble  (M-G-M) — 
Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone.  This  is  a dandy 
show.  This  brought  out  the  strangers  and 
many  smiles.  Andy  Hardy  sure  does  the 
trick  here.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Rain 
and  more  rain. — Francis  Powell,  Colonial, 
Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and  farm  pa- 
tronage. 

Best  Foot  Forward  (M-G-M) — Lucille  Ball, 
Harry  James.  Disappointing.  Color  is  very 
good  but  it  moves  so  slowly  that  you  forget 
where  it  is  trying  to  go.  At  that  it  drew  well. 
Played  Thurs.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. — S.  C. 
Onerheim,  Community,  Luseland,  Sask.,  Can- 
ada. Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Human  Comedy  (M-G-M)- — Mickey  Rooney, 
Frank  Morgan.  Very  good  from  all  who  saw 
it  but  many  had  seen  it  before.  A picture 
that  holds  an  audience  like  it  should,  and 
although  many  had  a good  laugh  during  the 
showing  of  same,  several  left  weeping — and 
it  does  them  good  to  weep,  at  that.  It  goes 
to  show  the  picture  business  can  still  give 
them  what  they  want.  Played  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Cold  but  good. — W.  H.  Swan,  Audi- 
torium, Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

Kismet  (M-G-M) — Ronald  Colman,  Marlene 
Dietrich.  This  one  really  fell  down  at  the 
boxoffice.  Fine  color  and  good  stars.  Some- 
how this  feature  missed  the  target.  The 
"fable"  type  of  picture  hasn't  clicked  here  the 
past  two  years,  and  I wonder  if  this  is  a 
general  condition  over  the  country.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon. — Leonard  L.  Leise,  Rand,  Ran- 
dolph, Neb.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

And  the  Angels  Sing  (Para) — Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Fred  MacMurray,  Betty  Hutton.  A fair 
picture  for  these  times — which  are  not  good. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — Harold 
Ray,  Strand,  Tompkinsville,  Ky.  Rural  patron- 
age. 

And  the  Angels  Sing  (Para) — Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Fred  MacMurray,  Betty  Hutton.  Excel- 
lent performance  by  all.  This  is  what  we 
need  more  of.  It  got  quite  a few  away  from 
Fri.,  Sat.  dance.  Ain't  that  something?  Pa- 
trons had  nothing  but  smiles  and  praises  on 
leaving.  Weather:  Rainy. — Francis  Powell, 
Colonial,  Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and 
farm  patronage. 

Going  My  Way  (Para) — Bing  Crosby,  Rise 
Stevens,  Barry  Fitzgerald.  One  of  the  best 
if  not  the  best  I have  played.  It  has  every- 


thing for  the  small  town. — A.  L.  Brown,  Hart, 
Ferndale,  Calif.  Small  town  patronage. 

Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret  (Para) — Jimmy 
Lydon,  Charles  Smith,  John  Litel.  Just  read  a 
critic's  comment  on  this  picture.  In  short  he 
stated  it  was  necessary  to  have  only  a child's 
intelligence  to  enjoy  it.  Well,  maybe  that’s 
true  but  we  have  a patronage  equal  in  in- 
telligence to  any  small  town,  we  believe,  and 
they  appeared  to  enjoy  the  picture  and  it 
drew  extra  business.  Some  of  these  reviewers 
comment  only  for  the  so-called  intelligent 
souls  and  not  for  us  small  town  guys.  Played 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Stormy. — Horn  & Morgan, 
Star,  Hay  Springs,  Neb.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage. 

Navy  Way,  The  (Para) — Robert  Lowery, 
Jean  Parker,  Bill  Henry.  Extra  good.  A pic- 
ture that  all  enjoyed  and  I was  surprised  how 
well  it  drew  on  a holiday  when  everyone  is 
usually  church  inclined.  But  I gave  them  a 
chance  to  attend  Christmas  Eve  services  by 
skipping  Sunday  and  showing  it  Monday  in- 
stead and  it  worked.  Played  Sat.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Good. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium, 
Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

Tornado  (Para) — Chester  Morris,  Nancy 
Kelly.  I had  to  book  this  one  in  a hurry  to 
cover  up  an  extraction  and  it  is  not  bad.  I 
think  it  is  the  first  story  of  mining  that  I 
have  ever  played- — that  is,  coal  mining. 
There  isn't  much  tornado  but  the  story  is  fair 
and  it  drew  moderately.  Played  Thurs.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Fair. — S.  C.  Onerheim,  Community, 
Luseland,  Sask.,  Canada.  Rural  and  small 
tcwn  patronage. 

REPUBLIC 

Gaucho  Serenade  (Rep) — Rerelease.  Gene 
Autry,  Smiley  Burnette.  Very  good — all  the 
Autry-Burnette  ones  are  good.  Would  like 
more  of  them  to  spot  on  a midweek  billing 
tc  satisfy  our  western  fans.  But  I like  them 
sooner.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Cold 
but  good. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe, 
S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

Pistol  Packin'  Mama  (Rep) — Ruth  Terry, 
Robert  Livingston,  Wally  Vernon.  Double 
billed  with  “Hi'Ya,  Chum"  (Univ).  "Pistol 
Packin'  Mama"  a good  drawing  card  and 
well  liked  here. — A.  L.  Brown,  Hart,  Ferndale, 
Calif.  Small  town  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Candlelight  in  Algeria  (20th-Fox) — James 
Mason,  Carla  Lehmann.  A bad  one  from  a 
company  that  makes  few  otherwise.  I had  to 


Rankin  Trip  to  Florida : 
Planning  New  Theatres 

Harland  Rankin,  who  reports  to  this 
page  each  week  on  the  pictures  he  plays 
in  his  Plaza  Theatre  at  Tilbury,  Ont., 
sends  word  that  he  is  going  south  for  a 
little  sun. 

“No  blondes  or  brunettes — taking  my 
family,”  he  writes.  “Expect  to  be  gone 
six  weeks  and  am  making  plans  on  my 
return  to  build  three  theatres — provided 
the  south  doesn’t  get  all  of  our  money. 
Going  to  Miami,  Fla.” 

The  best  of  weather  for  the  Rankins 
during  their  sojourn  in  our  southern 
state,  and  we  shall  hope  to  hear  more 
of  the  three  theatres  in  the  near  future. 


double  with  a stage  act  to  get  business. 
Played  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Fair. — Harold 
Ray,  Strand,  Tompkinsville,  Ky.  Rural  patron- 
age. 

Song  of  Bernadette,  The  (20th-Fox) — Jenni- 
fer Jones,  William  Eythe.  This  is  kind  of 
heavy  for  a small  town.  Very  good,  though. 
Excellent  performance  by  Jennifer  Jones.  We 
run  this  type  of  picture  on  Monday  only  to 
one  audience  only.  This  way  we  have  a bet- 
ter house  and  everyone  is  happy.  Increased 
admission.  Weather:  Clear. — Francis  Powell, 
Colonial,  Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and 
farm  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Ghost  Catchers  (Univ) — Ole  Olsen,  Chic 
Johnson,  Gloria  Jean.  A good  enough  picture 
for  the  lower  half  of  a weekend  double  bill, 
with  some  laughs  and  corn  that  all  seemed 
to  enjoy.  Didn't  seem  to  be  much  of  a draw 
for  us,  however.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Rainy. — Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Princess,  Lin- 
coln, Kas.  Small  town  patronage. 

Follow  the  Boys  (Univ) — George  Raft,  Dinah 
Shore,  Zorina,  Donald  O'Connor.  Don't  be 
afraid  of  this  one.  It  is  made  to  order  for  "A" 
time  in  small  towns.  Patrons  had  nothing  but 
praise  for  it.  Two  districts  were  isolated  by 
high  water.  Roads  impassable.  Played  Sun., 
Tues.  Weather:  Fair.- — Francis  Powell,  Colo- 
nial, Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and  farm 
patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (WB) — Cary  Grant, 
Raymond  Massey.  This  was  plugged  as  a 
good  attraction,  drew  above  average  the 
first  night  but  drew  many  severe  criticisms. 
One  prominent  couple  walked  out — were 
overheard  to  say  it  was  “positively  disgust- 
ing." There  is  fine  comedy  in  it  but  I would 
say  it  is  more  of  a horror  show  than  com- 
edy, which  seemed  to  kill  the  picture.  It 
certainly  drew  a flood  of  protests.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair. — Leonard  J.  Leise, 
Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and  small  town 
patronage. 

Destination  Tokyo  (WB) — Cary  Grant,  John 
Garfield.  Did  fine  business  here.  It  was  well 
liked  by  my  patrons. — A.  L.  Brown,  Hart, 
Ferndale,  Calif.  Small  town  patronage. 

Janie  (WB) — Joyce  Reynolds,  Robert  Hutton, 
Edward  Arnold.  Okay  in  all  respects.  Never 
has  a picture  been  more  true  to  life.  Edward 
Arnold  is  okay  in  this  one  and  getting  better. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair.— Harold 
Ray,  Strand,  Tompkinsville,  Ky.  Rural  patron- 
age. 

Make  Your  Own  Bed  (WB) — Jack  Carson, 
Jane  Wyman,  Irene  Manning.  A swell  com- 
edy. Plenty  of  comments  from  all.  A dandy 
midweek  picture.  Jack  Carson's  humor  goes 
over  well.  Business  on  this  one  very  good. 
Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Cold. — James 
Scholl,  Mary  Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Make  Your  Own  Bed  (WB) — Jack  Carson, 
Jane  Wyman,  Irene  Manning.  Jack  Carson 
is  on  his  way  to  the  top  and  making  plenty 
of  headway.  A comedy  of  the  first  rank. 
Played  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair. — Harold 
Ray,  Strand,  Tompkinsville,  Ky.  Rural  patron- 
age. 

Very  Thought  of  You  (WB) — Dennis  Mor- 
gan, Eleanor  Parker.  Now  here  is  a picture, 
one  that  you  can  promise  anything  for  and 
the  picture  will  back  you  up — will  even  build 
up  on  a three-day  run.  I had  plenty  of  favor- 
able comments  and  am  glad  to  recommend 
it.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather.  Fair. — Mayme 
P.  Musselman,  Princess,  Lincoln,  Kas.  Small 
town  patronage. 
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PLAN  WITH  AFCo. 
FOR  TOMORROW 

George  Jones,  manager  of  the  Uptown  Theatre  in 
Rolla,  Missouri,  uses  a clever  exploitation. 

All  short  personals  on  Rolla  folks  are  clipped  from 
the  local  newspaper  and  saved.  When  Jones  has  ac- 
cumulated 200  or  so,  he  makes  a "personal"  bid  to 
those  people  on  his  next  attraction.  200  government 
penny  postcards  have  printed  across  the  top:  "THIS  is 
what  we  have  been  reading  about  YOU,"  and  a big 
black  arrow  points  to  the  news  clipping  pasted  on  the 
card. 

The  bottom  third  of  the  card  asks:  "Now,  will  you 
read  about  us?"  and  tells  briefly  about  a coming  picture. 

100  PER  CENT  READERSHIP! 

Theatres  which  screen  Alexander  Service  not  only 
appear  to  be  doing  a better  business  at  the  'box  office, 
but  what  is  also  important,  they  are  enjoying  a substan- 
tial ad-revenue  from  us,  and  it  doesn't  require  a cent 
of  additional  investment. 

Today  more  than  half  the  theatres  in  the  United 
States  are  under  agreement  to  screen  our  service. 

Theatre  Partner  — Plan  with  AFCo.  for  TOMORROW! 


AFCo.  The 
World's  Largest 


Colorado  Springs. 
COLORADO 


Reports  "Caballeros" 
Hits  Latin  Records 

NEW  YORK — Based  on  the  boxoffice  re- 
action to  “The  Three  Caballeros”  in  its  cur- 
rent engagements  in  Latin  America,  the  pic- 
ture appears  to  be  on  its  way  toward  top- 
ping the  marks  set  by  “Snow  White,”  previous 
boxoffice  champion  of  all  Disney  productions. 

This  is  the  observation  of  Leo  F.  Samuels, 
manager  of  Walt  Disney  Productions’  for- 
eign department,  who  returned  recently  from 
a three-month  tour  of  the  Caribbean  area 
and  Central  America.  He  visited  RKO 
Radio  branch  offices  in  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico, 
Trinidad,  Panama  and  Mexico. 

Samuels  said  that  “The  Three  Caballeros” 
would  be  released  by  RKO  throughout  all  of 
Latin  America  by  the  end  of  May.  At  the 
time  of  his  return  to  the  U.S.,  the  picture 
was  in  its  fifth  week  at  the  Alameda  Thea- 
tre in  Mexico,  where  it  had  broken  every 
previous  record,  both  for  American  and  na- 
tive product.  The  film  was  in  its  second 
week  at  the  Central  Theatre  in  Lima,  Peru, 
and  had  shattered  the  mark  hung  up  by 
“The  Three  Musketeers,”  a native  film  star- 
ring the  Mexican  star,  Cantinflas.  Equal 
success  attended  the  prerelease  run  of  the 
film  in  the  city  of  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica. 
“The  Three  Caballeros”  is  due  to  open  in 
Brazil,  with  Portuguese  dialog,  around  Easter. 
In  all  the  other  engagements,  the  dialog  was 
in  Spanish. 

Before  returning  to  New  York,  Samuels 
stopped  off  at  the  Disney  coast  studios  for 
conferences  on  plans  for  future  short  subjects 
and  features,  and  matters  concerned  with 
distribution.  Disney  will  deliver  18  shorts  for 
the  1945-46  season,  Samuels  said,  and  one 
full-length  feature,  combining  animated 
characters  with  live  actors,  in  the  same  style 
as  “The  Three  Caballeros.”  This  feature  is 
in  work  now,  and  is  titled  “Uncle  Remus.” 

Samuels  will  leave  in  March  for  a trip  to 
Brazil,  Argentina,  Chile  and  Peru. 

UA  Midwest  Sales  Force 
Meets  at  Land  O'Lakes 

LAND  O’LAKES,  WIS.— United  Artists’ 
midwest  sales  forces  began  a three-day  sales 
meeting  at  the  King’s  Gateway  Inn  here  on 
Wednesday  with  Rud  Lohrenz,  Chicago  dis- 
trict manager,  presiding. 

Detailed  plans  for  handling  company 
product  were  discussed  and  analyses  were 
made  of  each  branch’s  sales  problems.  New 
expectancy  figures  for  each  individual  ac- 
count were  announced. 

Branch  managers,  salesmen,  office  man- 
agers and  bookers  were  present  from  ex- 
changes in  Chicago,  Indianapolis,  Milwaukee 
and  Minneapolis.  J.  J.  Unger,  western  divi- 
sion sales  manager,  was  present.  He  also 
will  attend  similar  district  meetings  to  be 
held  in  St.  Louis  and  San  Francisco. 

Education  Via  Television 
Topic  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Angell 

NEW  YORK — Television  as  a public  rela- 
tions medium  was  used  for  the  first  time 
on  Wednesday  by  NBC’s  station,  WNBT,  in 
the  form  of  an  hour-long  telecast  of  a speech 
by  Dr.  James  Rowland  Angell.  He  discussed 
the  educational  possibilities  of  television. 

The  talk  was  delivered  before  students  of 
the  NBC-Columbia  University  television 
course.  A question  and  answer  period  fol- 
lowed. The  program  concluded  with  a film 
made  for  classroom  use  by  the  Encyclopedia 
Britannica,  “People  of  the  Congo.”  Scenes 
from  Sidney  Kingsley’s  stage  play,  “Men  in 
White,”  concluded  the  program. 
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Murray  Wins  Antitrust  Suit 

Chicago — Thomas  Murray,  veteran  theatre  operator,  won  $105,000  damages  Wednes- 
day in  a federal  jury  verdict  against  a rival  theatre  owner  and  motion  picture 
agencies.  Murray,  70,  who  opened  the  Thalia  Theatre  in  1906  and  lost  it  in  1941, 
charged  violation  of  antitrust  laws.  He  alleged  that  the  film  companies  and  booking 
agencies  refused  to  give  him  first  run  pictures  and  discriminated  in  favor  of  a rival 
theatre,  the  Milo. 

The  jury  in  the  court  of  Judge  William  H.  Holly  decided  that  Murray  had  suf- 
fered $35,000  worth  of  damage  through  violation  of  the  antitrust  laws,  and  that 
verdict  meant  an  award  of  triple  damages  to  Murray — $105,000. 

The  defendants  found  guilty  of  law  violations  under  the  decision  were:  John 
R.  Mata,  owner  of  the  Milo  Theatre,  the  Milo  Theatre  Corp.;  Capitol  Film  Exchange, 
Inc.;  Van  A.  Nomikos,  operator  of  14  theatres  in  Chicago,  and  Henri  Elman,  presi- 
dent of  PRC  of  Illinois;  the  20th-Fox  Film  Corp.,  and  Loew’s,  Inc. 

The  jury  cleared  three  of  the  distributing  companies;  United  Artists,  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  Inc.,  and  Warner  Bros. 

Judge  Holly  had  thrown  out  charges  against  eight  other  defendants,  includ- 
ing the  film  booking  agencies  and  other  Chicago  theatre  operators.  The  verdict  was 
the  second  won  in  antitrust  suits  against  motion  picture  interests  in  the  fight  over 
booking  first  rim  pictures. 


Bingo  Battle  Again 
Up  in  Legislature 

ALBANY — The  bingo  battle  is  set  for  re- 
sumption in  the  legislature,  where  a constitu- 
tional amendment  legalizing  the  game  in 
New  York  City  and  the  adjoining  counties  of 
Nassau  and  Suffolk  has  been  introduced. 

Sen.  James  J.  Crawford,  Brooklyn  Demo- 
crat, put  in  the  amendment  in  the  upper 
house.  He  sponsored  a bingo  bill  for  met- 
ropolitan New  York  last  year  and  got  it 
through  the  senate  in  the  closing  days  of  the 
session.  The  measure  was  not  reported  from 
committee  in  the  assembly.  The  New  York 
State  Council  of  Protestant  Churches, 
through  its  legislative  committee,  protested 
to  assembly  leaders  against  passage  of  the 
Crawford  bill. 

The  idea  of  an  amendment  limiting  the 
area  for  bingo  to  greater  New  York  is  that 
it  will  have  greater  appeal  to  ^or  less  op- 
position in  the  legislature.  The  Council  of 
Churches,  however,  is  adamant  to  the  legal- 
izing of  bingo  by  any  means  in  any  area 
under  any  auspices.  It  strongly  objects  to 
the  inclusion  of  religious  organizations  among 
the  nonprofit  groups  which  would  be  per- 
mitted to  sponsor,  holding  that  churches 
must  set  a good  example  and  refuse  to  profit 
from  “gambling.” 

The  Crawford  amendment,  if  passed  by  the 
present  body  of  lawmakers,  would  have  to  be 
approved  by  the  1947  legislature.  Constitu- 
tional amendments  must  win  the  okay  of 
t\yo  successive  legislatures.  The  governor’s 
approval  is  not  required;  that  of  the  voters, 
at  a general  election,  is  necessary.  Governor 
Dewey,  in  vetoing  the  Wilson  bill  two  years 
ago  wrote  that  it  was  clearly  unconstitu- 
tional. 


Office  Union  Talks  Continue 

NEW  YORK — Conciliation  talks  between 
the  Screen  Office  and  Professional  Employes 
Guild,  local  109,  and  20th-Fox,  RKO,  Para- 
mount, Columbia  and  Loew’s  concerning 
wages,  job  classifications  and  contracts  have 
been  progressing  favorably  before  Commis- 
sioner James  W.  Fitzpatrick  of  the  U.S. 
conciliation  service.  Involved  are  more  than 
2,000  home  office  white  collar  workers. 


Bnai  Brith  Lodge  Pays 
Honor  to  Sam  Rinzler 

NEW  YORK— -Samuel  Rinzler,  circuit 
operator,  frequently  referred  to  in  trade  cir- 
cles as  the  “Mark  Twain  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry,”  was  extolled  for  his  philan- 
thropies and  his  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
war,  at  a meeting  of  Cinema  Lodge,  Bnai 
Brith,  held  at  the  Hotel  Edison.  The  ses- 
sion was  attended  by  key  industry  execu- 
tives. 

After  listening  to  the  plaudits  and  re- 
ceiving a scroll  from  Harry  Brandt,  Rinzler 
delivered  one  of  his  typical  speeches  in  which 
lived  up  to  his  reputation  as  a wit.  He  in- 
jected a serious  note,  however,  in  dwelling 
on  the  importance  of  the  work  that  the 
Anti-Defamation  League,  allied  with  Bnai 
Brith,  is  doing  to  combat  anti-Semitism  in 
this  country. 

Seated  at  the  dais  in  addition  to  Rinzler 
and  Brandt  were  Albert  A.  Senft,  president; 
Alfred  W.  Schwalberg,  honorary  president; 
Jack  Levin,  a member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  Cinema  Lodge,  and  Barney 
Balaban. 


Michigan  Group  Seeks 
Variety  Club  Charter 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.— Variety  Clubs 
of  America  have  received  an  application  for 
a charter  from  a group  of  local  film  men. 
Officers  have  been  tentatively  elected  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jack  Stewart,  chief  barker;  Walter  J.  Nor- 
ris, first  assistant;  Grove  Wilier,  second  as- 
sistant; Leo  Robinson,  dough  guy,  and  Frank 
A.  Kleaver,  property  master. 

The  charter  application,  addressed  to  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  national  chief  barker,  asked  for 
permission  to  enroll  members  from  Grand 
Rapids  and  western  Michigan.  The  signers 
include: 

Walter  J.  Norris,  manager,  Butterfield  The- 
atres, Grand  Rapids:  Frank  Kleaver,  Up- 
town Theatre;  Grover  L.  Wilier,  Wilier  & 
Boshoven  Theatres;  Leo  J.  Robinson,  Bur- 
ton & Fulton  Theatres;  John  D.  Locks,  Foto 
News;  George  W.  Sampson,  RKO  representa- 
tive; Howard  M.  Carter,  Playhouse,  White- 
hall; Emmet  Roche,  Pentwater  & Shelby; 
Glenn  Wallace,  4-Star  Theatre;  Naman 
Frank,  Wayland  Theatre,  Wayland;  Ed  Lane, 
Sparta  Theatre,  Sparta;  Emmet  Goodrich, 
Savoy  Theatre;  Jack  Stewart,  Universal  rep- 
resentative. 

Also  Mark  Christeson,  Butterfield  The- 
atres; Herb  Schilds,  Columbia  representative; 
Stanley  Johnson,  Warner  Bros,  representa- 
tive; Morris  Frank,  Kent  Theatre ; ’ Elmer 
Woods,  Columbia  Theatre;  Roy  Taylor, 
Southlawn  Theatre;  Allan  Johnson,  B&J 
Theatres;  William  B.  Potts,  J.  M.  McKear- 
nan,  Orpheum  Theatre,  and  Henry  Carley, 
Holland  Theatre. 

Tax  Collections  Mount; 

Big  Increase  Is  Shown 

WASHINGTON — Admissions  taxes  for  De- 
cember, 1944,  totaled  $31,182,977.14,  compared 
with  $13,048,274.34  for  the  same  month  in 
1943.  This  is  an  increase  of  $18,134,702.80,  ac- 
cording to  government  figures.  Taxes  for  the 
period  from  July  to  December,  1944,  amounted 
to  $187,018,589.89,  compared  to  collections  of 
$91,791,704.31  for  the  corresponding  period  in 
1943.  This  is  an  increase  of  $95,226,885.58. 


Two  More  War  Victims 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.— Two  Eastman  Kodak 
workers  are  among  Rochesterians  recently 
reported  killed  in  action  overseas.  They  are 
Pvt.  Robert  D.  Hinkley,  20,  of  Kodak  Park 
machine  shop  and  Staff  Sgt.  Alvin  L.  Van 
De  Wall,  30,  of  Camera  Works. 


WOTTA  INTERVIEW! — Bing  Crosby  and  Bob  Hope  were  interviewed  back- 
stage  of  the  Russ  Auditorium,  San  Diego,  while  an  all-WAVE  audience  of  2,400 
saw  “Here  Come  the  WAVES.”  They  gave  an  impromptu  stage  show  to  show 
Paramount’s  appreciation  for  the  cooperation  extended  by  the  WAVES  during  the 
filming  of  the  picture. 
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Warners  producer,  are  in  town  and  are  stay- 
ing at  the  Waldorf. 


TUrorton  Downey  has  returned  from  a USO- 

1 Camp  Shows  tour  of  the  European  the- 
atre of  operations,  during  which  he  enter- 
tained U.S.  troops  serving  abroad  . . . Mort 
Blumenstock,  Warners  head  of  advertising 
and  publicity  in  the  east,  and  Larry  Golob, 
eastern  publicity  manager,  were  in  Atlanta 
and  Macon  to  make  final  arrangements  for 
the  special  benefit  world  premiere  of  “God 
Is  My  Co-Pilot”  in  Macon  February  21. 

William  W.  Brumberg  in  charge  of  Warners 
field  public  relations  men,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Queens  Federation  of 
Women’s  Clubs,  Motion  Picture  Council,  held 
in  Jamaica. 

Bernard  R.  Goodman,  assistant  supervisor 
of  exchanges  for  Warners,  became  the  father 
of  a boy  recently  . . . Joseph  J.  Lee,  formerly 
branch  and  sales  manager  of  the  local  20th- 
Fox  exchange,  has  been  made  permanent 
branch  manager  of  the  company’s  Detroit 
exchange. 

Elia  Kazan  and  John  Brahm,  20th-Fox  di- 
rectors, are  here  from  the  coast  to  confer 
with  home  office  executives  and  see  some 
new  plays.  Kazen,  formerly  of  the  Broadway 
stage  and  director  of  some  outstanding  suc- 
cesses in  the  past  few  years,  directed  “A  Tree 
Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  which  will  have  its 
Broadway  premiere  next  month.  Brahm  re- 
cently completed  "Hangover  Square”  and 
prior  to  that  “The  Lodger.” 

Lieut.  Robert  Taylor,  USNR,  who  did  the 
narration  for  “The  Fighting  Lady,”  navy 
documentary  now  being  released  by  20th-Fox, 
left  for  the  coast  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
Barbara  Stanwyck.  They  were  in  the  east  to 
attend  the  world  premiere  of  the  film  at  the 
Victoria  Theatre. 

William  C.  Gehring,  western  sales  manager 
for  20th-Fox,  is  conducting  a series  of  sales 
conferences  in  exchange  under  his  super- 
vision. The  first  stop  will  be  the  three  of- 
fices of  the  prairie  division;  Minneapolis, 
Omaha  and  Des  Moines.  From  there  he  will 
go  to  Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City.  He  will 
wind  up  his  trip  on  the  coast,  and  will  re- 
turn to  New  York  some  time  in  February. 

Russel  Crouse,  Moss  Hart,  Richard  Rod- 
gers and  Herman  Shumlin  have  been  elected 
to  the  board  of  directors  of  USO-Camp  Shows 
. . . Bob  Hope,  Frances  Langford  and  Jerry 
Colonna  have  arrived  from  the  coast  and 
are  staying  at  the  Waldorf. 

Russell  Holman,  head  of  Paramount’s  east- 
ern production  department,  and  John  Byram, 
play  editor,  are  on  the  coast  for  conferences 
with  Y.  Frank  Freeman  and  Henry  Ginsberg, 
studio  and  production  executives. 

J.  J.  Fitzgibbon,  president  of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian,  was  in  town  recently  for  con- 
ferences with  Paramount  executives  . . . 
Harry  David,  general  manager  of  Northio 
Theatres,  a Paramount  affiliate,  was  in  town 
recently  from  Cincinnati. 

Fan  mail  received  at  the  Warners  studio 
on  the  coast  showed  an  increase  in  1944  of 
1,000  per  cent  over  1941.  This  is  regarded  as 
reflecting  increased  wartime  interest  in  films 
and  the  morale  value  of  the  screen.  About 


Arthur  Silverstone  of  20th-Fox’s  Interna- 
tional department  is  back  from  London  for 
home  office  conferences  . . . Harry  Mayer, 
head  talent  booker  for  Warners  Theatres,  be- 
came the  father  of  a daughter  recently. 

Budd  Rogers  and  Mrs.  Rogers  celebrated 
their  25th  wedding  anniversary  . . . Lou 
Krouse,  secretary-treasurer  of  IATSE,  and 
head  of  local  307  in  Philadelphia,  is  con- 
valescing there  after  a recent  illness. 

Fred  De  Ribas,  mailroom  boy  at  Mono- 
gram, has  been  sworn  in  the  navy,  and  is 
getting  his  sea  legs  at  boot  camp. 

R.  P.  Hagen,  manager  of  Warners  film 
checking  service,  is  on  a tour  of  Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati  and  Cleveland,  where  he  is  hold- 
ing a series  of  conferences  with  checking 
supervisors  and  newly  appointed  assistant 
supervisors  for  those  areas.  R.  A.  Navarro 
has  been  named  assistant  supervisor  working 
out  of  Pittsburgh,  and  W.  O.  Love  out  of 
Cincinnati. 

Nothing  like  a little  ray  of  sunshine  and 
warmth  these  frigid  days,  say  the  20th-Fox 
Family  Club,  as  they  blithely  schedule  their 
annual  spring  dance  for  February  21  at  the 
City  Center  Casino. 

Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners  general  sales 
manager,  has  gone  to  the  coast  for  confer- 
ences with  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  pro- 
ducer, and  Charles  Einfeld,  advertising  and 
publicity  director,  concerning  the  spring  and 
summer  schedule.  Kalmenson  stopped  off  in 
Chicago  on  the  westbound  trip,  and  plans 
several  stops  through  the  southwest  on  his 
return. 

Eddie  Bracken,  Dorothy  Lamour  and  Gil 
Lamb  were  Paramount  celebrities  who  ap- 
peared on  radio  shows  recently  . . . Joan 
Fontaine,  who  completed  her  role  in  the  Hal 
Wallis  production,  “The  Affairs  of  Susan,” 
has  arrived  in  town  to  take  part  in  the  pub- 
licity and  exploitation  campaigns  on  the  pic- 
ture. 

Morris  Goodman,  Republic  vice-president 
in  charge  of  foreign  sales,  is  back  at  his  desk 
following  studio  conferences  with  Herbert  J. 
Yates  sr„  chairman  of  the  board,  and  Allen 
Wilson,  studio  vice-president.  Goodman 
stopped  off  at  the  studio  directly  after  a 
three-month  trip  which  took  him  through 
most  of  Central  and  South  America,  and 
some  of  the  Caribbean  countries. 

James  Jovaney,  general  manager  of  the 
Globe  Film  Co.,  which  has  completed  “Be- 
hind the  Enemy  Lines,”  is  in  town  to  make 
distribution  arrangements  and  set  a possible 
first  run  on  Broadway  . . . Marilyn  Maxwell, 
M-G-M  starlet,  is  in  from  the  coast  and  is 
staying  at  the  Waldorf. 

Gale  Storm,  Monogram  star,  is  due  to  ar- 
rive in  Washington  January  29  as  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  industry  invited  to 
appear  at  the  President’s  Birthday  Ball  and 
take  part  in  other  activities  being  planned 
in  connection  with  the  March  of  Dimes  drive. 
Madeline  White,  Monogram’s  eastern  pub- 
licity representative,  will  go  to  Washington 
to  meet  Miss  Storm  and  will  return  to  New 
York  with  her  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Neil  Agnew,  Vanguard  vice-president  and 
head  of  distribution,  is  on  the  coast  for  con- 
ferences with  David  O.  Selznick. 

Saul  Krieg  of  the  Paramount  press  book 
department  became  the  father  of  a girl  re- 
cently . . . Richard  Walsh,  IATSE  president; 
William  Raoul,  assistant  president,  and 
James  F.  Grennan,  vice-president,  are  back 
in  town  from  Minneapolis. 

Mary  Pickford  left  St.  Luke’s  Hospital 
after  a siege  with  the  grippe. 


JANET  BLAIR  ARRIVES— Grand  Cen- 
tral Station  porters  and  the  early  morn- 
ing commuters  on  nearby  platforms 
didn’t  mind  waiting  while  the  camera- 
man posed  the  Columbia  star  for  this 
one.  She  recently  finished  work  in  “To- 
night and  Every  Night”  and  is  on  a 
vacation. 


30  per  cent  of  the  fan  mail  came  from  serv- 
ice personnel. 

Sidney  S.  Kulick,  PRC  eastern  district  sales 
manager,  was  in  Pittsburgh  to  close  several 
circuit  deals. 

J.  Don  Alexander,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  General  Screen  Advertising,  Inc.,  and 
president  of  the  Alexander  Film  Co.,  is  in 
town  for  a three-week  stay  . . . Maurice  N. 
Wolf,  M-G-M  New  England  district  mana- 
ger, is  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  on  a vacation.  He 
is  visiting  his  son,  who  is  stationed  there. 

Harry  L.  Gold,  UA  eastern  sales  manager, 
is  back  after  attending  company  sales  meet- 
ings in  Philadelphia,  Boston  and  Cleveland. 
He  was  accompanied  by  Phil  Dow,  his  as- 
sistant. 

Roberto  Socas,  PRC  foreign  sales  manager, 
is  on  the  coast  to  confer  with  studio  execu- 
tives on  the  new  season’s  product. 

Pat  Casey,  producers’  labor  contact,  went 
to  the  coast  after  an  extended  visit  in  New 
York,  during  which  time  he  conducted  ne- 
gotiations concerning  labor  matters. 

Nat  Levy,  RKO  eastern  division  sales 
manager,  joined  Robert  Folliard  in  Dallas, 
where  they  spoke  at  a Ned  Depinet  drive 
meeting  . . . Walter  Branson,  RKO  western 
division  manager,  is  back  in  town  after  com- 
pleting a trip  through  his  territory. 

Earl  Cunningham,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Fountain  Square  The- 
atre Co.,  Indianapolis,  was  a recent  visitor 
at  the  RKO  Radio  home  office  . . . Claud 
Morris,  east  coast  exploitation  director  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn  Productions,  is  on  a trip  to 
Detroit,  San  Antonio,  Dallas  and  Houston  to 
set  up  advance  campaigns  for  “The  Princess 
and  the  Pirate,”  released  by  RKO. 

Ed  Dupar,  Warners  cameraman,  returned 
to  the  coast  after  spending  several  weeks  in 
the  east  with  a unit  shooting  background 
scenes  . , . Paul  Lukas  and  Henry  Blanke, 
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Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


CURIOSITY  has  led  many  a youth  to  be- 
come an  explorer,  an  inventor  or  a 
scientist.  But  his  bump  of  curiosity  guided 
Robert  M.  Weitman, 
managing  director  of 
the  Paramount  Theatre 
and  talent  scout  extra- 
ordinary, right  into  the 
exhibition  field. 

Weitman,  native  New 
Yorker,  was  working  his 
way  through  Cornell  as 
a premedical  student 
about  18  years  ago  when 
his  curiosity  got  the 
better  of  him.  Manag- 
ing a theatre  offered 
excellent  opportunities 

R.  M.  WEITMAN  for  a young  man  start- 
ing out  in  life  and  he  meant  to  explore  them. 

The  season  was  ending  on  the  borscht  cir- 
cuit retreat  where  he  was  an  athletic  in- 
structor as  he  began  to  ponder:  “Shall  I 
return  to  school  in  the  fall  or  not?  How 
about  ministering  to  the  entertainment  needs 
of  folks  rather  than  to  their  aches  and 
pains?”  ,|  J 

Show  Business  the  Answer 

Presto,  he  had  the  answer:  adieu,  medi- 
cine— hello  show  business! 

The  Paramount  theatre  managers’  school 
then  operating  at  the  old  Criterion  Bldg, 
was  the  place  to  go.  He  had  been  told  that 
the  quickest  way  to  secure  a manager’s  job 
was  to  enroll  as  a student.  With  faltering 
hand  he  wrote  and  mailed  a letter  to  Jack 
Barry,  head  of  the  school.  Then  he  waited. 

Several  days  later — it  seemed  like  months 
to  this  aspirant— Weitman  received  a note 
from  Barry  inviting  him  to  an  interview 
in  his  office. 

“Most  medical  students  at  that  time  want- 
ed to  look  older  and  to  be  in  style  I grew  a 
mustache,”  Weitman  reminisces.  “I  may 
have  looked  a few  years  older  than  my  age, 
but  I didn’t  know  the  difference  between  a 
bulb  and  a marquee.  All  I had  was  a curios- 
ity about  show  business  and  a youngster’s 
eagerness  to  learn.” 

Weitman  presented  himself  at  the  school. 
After  studying  the  lad  from  head  to  foot 
as  if  he  were  sizing  up  a football  prospect, 
“Dean”  Barry  asked: 

“Young  man,  have  you  made  up  your  mind 
to  enter  our  school?” 

“Yes,”  Weitman  replied  in  no  uncertain 
terms. 

Barry  then  retorted:  “Well,  you’ll  just  have 
to  shave  off  that  mustache!” 

Burning  his  bridges  behind  him,  Bob  agreed 
on  the  spot.  One  of  the  reasons  why  he 
consented  so  readily,  he  says,  was  that  it  was 
considered  quite  a feat  to  qualify  as  a 
student. 

Course  Becomes  Rigorous 

A majority  of  the  students  at  the  school 
were  Paramount-Publix  employes  who  had 
shown  unusual  promise  of  developing  into 
good  theatre  executives.  The  school  admitted 
few  outside  students  and  these  had  to  be 
college  men  who  showed  particular  aptitude 
and  a flair  for  show  business.  Weitman  was 
one  of  these.  - 

The  fact  that  a graduate  was  promised  a 
well-paid  job  with  the  circuit  after  gradu- 
ation was  one  of  the  factors  that  fanned 
Weitmans’  desire  to  enter  the  school.  He  re- 
calls that  after  a rigorous  six-month  course 
which  included  every  essential  phase  of  man- 
agement, he  graduated  cum  laude  along  with 
a West  Pointer,  two  Harvard  graduates  and 
a Notre  Dame  alumnus. 

Weitman  says  the  curriculum  was  stiff. 


Students  who  completed  the  course  couldn’t 
help  getting  a thorough  grounding  in  the 
fundamentals  of  theatre  operation — in  the 
only  school  of  its  kind. 

In  addition  to  the  classroom  work,  each 
of  the  students  was  given  assignments  in 
various  theatres  to  aid  them  in  gaining  prac- 
tical experience.  As  for  himself,  Weitman 
was  an  usher  and  doorman  at  the  Para- 
mount where  he  was  to  become  managing 
director  17  years  later.  Before  his  gradu- 
ation, he  was  chief  usher  at  the  old  Rialto, 
Broadway  and  42nd  St. 

After  bidding  farewell  to  the  “campus,” 
Weitman  was  appointed  assistant  manager 
of  the  old  Rialto — the  first  rung  on  the 
ladder  to  success.  He  “clicked”  and  after 
eight  months  was  promoted  to  manager. 

Then  something  very  surprising  happened. 
It  was  on  the  opening  night  of  the  Marx 
Brothers’  first  musical  “Cocoanuts”  at  the 
old  Rialto  and  Weitman’s  first  night  at  the 
helm  that  the  wheel  of  fortune  began  to 
spin  in  his  favor. 

Beats  It  to  Brooklyn 

An  important  Paramount-Publix  executive 
came  to  Weitman  and  said:  "Bob,  we’re 
having  some  trouble  over  at  the  Brooklyn 
Paramount.  The  house  isn’t  doing  well  and 
we  would  like  you  to  go  over  to  see  what 
you  can  do.” 

“When?”  asked  Weitman,  controlling  his 
inward  excitement. 

“Immediately!”  came  the  rejoinder. 

This  was  during  the  late  20’s  when  the 
larger  presentation  houses  of  the  country 
were  hit  harder  by  the  economic  difficulties 
than  the  smaller  theatres. 

Weitman  realized  the  enormity  of  the  task 
that  lay  before  him  but  promised  his  wife 
who  has  always  been  his  confidante  that  he 
would  not  flinch.  He  put  his  heart  and  soul 
into  the  venture.  Everything  he  learned  at  the 
managers’  school  and  lots  more  besides  went 
into  his  efforts  to  lift  the  big  Brooklyn 
house  out  of  the  red. 

For  27  days  he  never  left  the  theatre.  He 
slept  there  and  ate  there,  too.  It  was  dur- 


BELIEVES  IN  MIRACLES— Charles  F. 
Phelps,  19-year-old  farmer  boy,  who  took 
a walk  in  the  woods  near  his  home  at 
Fallsburg,  N.  Y.,  found  a deflated  barrage 
balloon  and  received  $500.  The  presenta- 
tion was  made  by  Lieut.  James  A.  Cam- 
eron of  the  Barrage  Balloon  and  Visual 
Signal  School,  USMS.  The  balloon  had 
been  loaned  to  20th-Fox  as  an  exploita- 
tion stunt  on  the  roof  of  the  Roxy  for 
the  opening  of  “Winged  Victory.”  It 
broke  away  during  a storm. 


ing  these  trying  times  that  he  first  met 
Maurice  Bergman,  now  Universal’s  eastern 
advertising  and  publicity  director  who  has 
remained  a close  friend  through  the  inter- 
vening 14  years. 

Weitman  is  managing  director  and  Berg- 
man as  publicity  director  pooled  their  show- 
manship in  figuring  out  various  means  of 
bringing  people  into  the  theatre  again. 

That  Weitman  performed  a minor  miracle 
is  recorded  for  posterity  by  an  effusive  note 
Sam  Katz  of  Balaban  & Katz  sent  him  on 
Jan.  10,  1931,  which  is  quoted  in  part  as 
follows: 

“.  . . (The  Brooklyn  Paramount)  is  the 
best  de  luxe  house  in  the  history  of  show 
business  . . . Nothing  like  it  was  ever  ap- 
proached in  Chicago  in  our  palmiest  days.” 

In  recognition  of  his  showing  in  Brook- 
lyn, Weitman  was  appointed  city  manager 
in  charge  of  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn 
Paramount  theatres,  the  old  Criterion  and 
Rialto,  since  torn  down  and  replaced  by 
newer  houses,  and  the  Rivoli. 

Piloting  in  a Perilous  Period 

When  business  sagged  at  the  Brooklyn 
Paramount,  Sam  Katz  again  asked  Weitman 
to  take  over.  Bob  remained  at  the  theatre 
until  the  peak  of  the  depression  in  1933 
forced  it  into  bankruptcy. 

Now  without  a job,  Weitman  twiddled  his 
thumbs  for  many  months,  waiting  for  the 
clouds  to  clear,  meanwhile  doing  odd  jobs 
for  the  trustees  who  were  administering  the 
affairs  of  the  defunct  circuit. 

After  the  reorganization,  the  New  York 
Paramount  started  a straight  picture  policy 
under  the  managing  directorship  of  Boris 
Morros.  Y.  Frank  Freeman  then  in  charge 
of  theatre  operations  appointed  Weitman 
manager  of  the  house.  When  Morros  en- 
tered production  on  the  coast,  Freeman  sum- 
moned Weitman  to  his  office  one  day  and 
asked : 

“What  do  you  recommend  as  a policy  for 
the  house  that  would  increase  business?” 

“I  think  we  ought  to  have  name  bands 
on  the  stage,”  Weitman  replied. 

“Are  you  sure  of  it?” 

“I  am,”  said  Weitman  flashing  a sheaf  of 
memoranda  which  he  had  previously  pre- 
pared on  the  subject. 

“When  do  you  want  to  start?”  Freeman 
inquired. 

“Next  week,”  Weitman  flashed  back. 

It  was  as  simple  as  that  as  Weitman  re- 
calls the  incident.  Within  a few  weeks,  busi- 
ness picked  up  perceptibly  with  the  new 
combination  policy  of  outstanding  films  and 
name  bands  on  the  stage.  A Weitman  touch: 
he  was  his  own  stage  director,  assembling 
and  directing  the  talent  that  surrounded 
the  bands.  This  saved  lots  of  money. 

Years  of  Stage-Show  Experience 

For  years  now  Weitman  has  been  staging 
the  shows  at  the  Paramount.  That  ex- 
plains how  he  acquired  the  know-how  which 
enabled  him  to  stage  22  huge  shows  for 
various  charitable  causes  last  year. 

Says  that  his  capable  staff,  consisting  of 
Robert  K.  Shapiro,  manager;  Eugene  Plesh- 
ette,  assistant:  Harry  Levine,  talent  booker, 
and  Jack  Mclnerney,  publicity  director,  are 
a tower  of  strength  in  handling  details  of 
managing  the  Paramount. 

“It’s  nonsense  to  talk  about  types  of  pic- 
tures that  the  public  likes.  My  experience 
has  taught  me  that  the  public  will  support 
any  film  of  quality — whether  it  is  a drama, 
whodunit,  musical  or  war  drama.  The  only 
question  is:  How  good  is  the  film?” 

Weitman  does  not  expect  any  appreciable 
drop  in  postwar  business  levels  for  theatres 
that  have  played  fair  with  their  patrons 
during  the  boom  period  by  giving  them  their 
money’s  worth. 

“No  matter  what  happens  after  the  war, 
people  will  still  want  to  be  entertained.  If 
the  present  high  standard  of  film  product 

(Continued  on  page  48) 
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Revenue  the  Problem, 
Video  Head  Declares 

NEW  YORK — That  some  method  other 
than  advertising  revenue  must  be  found  to 
pay  the  high  cost  of  providing  acceptable 
programs  for  television,  was  the  opinion  of 
J.  J.  Nance,  vice-president  of  the  Zenith 
Radio  Corp.  speaking  at  a luncheon  here. 

Nance  pointed  out  that  television  has  been 
acceptable  from  a technical  standpoint  for 
some  time  now.  He  further  declared  that 
television  must  solve  its  economic  riddle  in 
order  to  fulfill  its  promise  of  attaining  the 
stature  of  a great  industry. 

“Television,”  Nance  declared,  “presents  a 
vicious  triangle.  Advertisers  can’t  profitably 
sponsor  good  television  production  until  there 
is  a mass  audience.  We  can’t  get  a mass 
audience  until  we  have  provided  the  Ameri- 
can people  with  assured  continuous  enter- 
tainment, pleasing  enough  to  stimulate  the 
buying  of  receivers  by  the  million.  That  kind 
of  entertainment  can’t  be  provided  for  a 
period  long  enough  to  build  the  audience,  be- 
cause there  are  no  television  producers  fi- 
nancially big  enough  to  pay  for  it. 

“Knowing  television  programs  will  cost 
more  than  radio,  I ask  where  the  boxoffice 
receipts  are  coming  from,”  he  said,  pointing 
out  that  in  one  year  the  nation  expended  on 
advertising  the  sum  of  $2,130,000,000  of  which 
$350,000,000  was  spent  in  radio. 

Nance  challenged  some  of  what  he 
termed  the  “overly-optimistic  statements 
made  concerning  television.”  He  added  that 
Zenith  was  the  largest  corporation  specializ- 
ing exclusively  in  radionics  and  had  oper- 
ated a television  station  with  continuously 
scheduled  programs  for  nearly  six  years. 

Nance  advanced  two  possible  sources  of  in- 
come which  would  pay  for  television.  One 
was  a system  whereby  television  would  enter 
the  home  over  a wire,  with  the  consumer  pay- 
ing by  a charged  bill,  similar  to  the  tele- 
phone service.  The  other  was  the  introduc- 
tion of  a “scrambler”  on  the  television  wave 
band,  which  would  spoil  the  picture  unless 
the  receivers  were  fitted  out  with  an  un- 
scrambling device  which  would  be  rented 
from  the  program  sponsor. 


Myers  Predicts  Further 
Reduction  of  Features 

Columbus — Abram  F.  Myers  predicted 
to  the  Allied  board  of  directors  here  that 
the  WPB  film  cut  order  would  afford  a 
new  excuse  for  cutting  production. 

“There  is  no  telling  how  much,  if  at  all, 
the  order  of  the  WPB  will  in  itself  affect 
the  supply  of  feature  pictures  available 
to  exhibitors,”  he  said.  “The  trend  to- 
ward curtailment  has  been  in  full  swing 
for  five  years.  Last  season  the  Big  Eight 
released  a total  of  only  259  and  it  has 
been  predicted  that  even  fewer  would  be 
released  this  season.  The  main  vice  of 
the  WPB  order  is  that  it  affords  justifi- 
cation for  and  lends  respectability  to  a 
policy  that  is  proving  disastrous  to  sub- 
sequent run  exhibitors. 

“The  producers,  if  they  wished,  could 
absorb  all  or  a large  part  of  the  loss  in 
footage  by  eliminating  waste  at  the 
studios,  by  reducing  senseless  screen 
credits,  and  especially  by  reducing  the 
length  of  the  now  over-long  feature  pic- 
tures.” 

Folliard  and  Gittleson 
Back  From  Depinet  Tour 

NEW  YORK — Robert  Folliard,  captain  of 
the  1945  Ned  Depinet  drive,  and  Harry  Git- 
tleson, his  lieutenant,  have  returned  from  a 
tour  of  RKO  Radio  exchanges  throughout 
the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

The  last  two  branch  conferences  concerned 
with  the  drive  were  held  at  the  New  York 
exchange  Tuesday,  and  in  Philadelphia  Wed- 
nesday. On  hand  to  meet  Folliard  and  Gittle- 
son in  New  York  were  Nat  Levy,  eastern 
division  sales  manager;  Charles  Boasberg, 
metropolitan  district  manager;  Phil  Hodes, 
branch  manager,  and  Herman  Silverman, 
office  manager.  Lou  Kutinsky,  John  J. 
Dacey,  Charles  Penser  and  E.  T.  Carroll  of 
the  sales  staff,  and  William  Hartman,  Jean 
Slade,  Dorothy  Post,  Lillian  Vallon  and  Mur- 
ray Blutreich,  bookers,  were  also  present, 
along  with  a delegation  from  the  home  office. 

Folliard  and  Gittleson  conducted  the  final 
meeting  in  Philadelphia. 


"Kingdom"  a Leader 
Among  First  Runs 

NEW  YORK — Broadway  first  run  grosses 
took  a spurt  after  the  customary  lull  which 
follows  the  landoffice  business  of  the  holiday 
season.  Many  holdovers  recorded  increased 
business  over  the  previous  week. 


(Average  is  100) 

Astor — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  8th  wk 165 

Capitol — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show,  5th  wk 155 

Criterion — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  4th  wk 160 

Hollywood — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

15th  wk 125 

Palace — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  4th  wk 100 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para), 

plus  stage  show,  4th  wk 140 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — National  Velvet  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show,  6th  wk 155 

Rialto — Man  in  Half  Moon  Street  (Para) 125 

Rivoli — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

4th  wk 170 

Roxy — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show,  5th  wk.  .. : 125 

Strand — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  plus  stage 
show,  6th  wk 145 


“Hollywood  Canteen"  Is  the  Big 
Noise  in  Week  at  Buffalo 

, BUFFALO — “Hollywood  Canteen”  was  the 
big  noise  here  with  169  per  cent  at  the  Buf- 
falo and  assurance  of  a second  week.  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  wound  up  a fine  three 
weeks  in  a moveover  at  the  Hipp,  still  draw- 
ing above  average.  “The  Woman  in  the 
Window”  and  “My  Pal  Wolf”  were  good  in 
a second  week  at  the  20th  Century  with  153 
per  cent.  The  fuel  shortage  still  was  a threat 
to  some  houses  here,  with  snow  clogging  rail- 
road tracks  and  tying  up  hundreds  of  coal 
cars. 


Buffalo — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB)  169 

Great  Lakes — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 114 

Hippodrome — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  3rd  d.  t.  wk.,  moveover 123 

20th  Century — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO); 

My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 153 

Lafayette — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ);  Under 

Western  Skies  (Univ)  101 


ARC  Poster  Competition 
Winners  Are  Chosen 

NEW  YORK — Winners  of  the  home  office 
and  agency  poster  contest  held  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  industry’s  1945  Red  Cross  War 
Fund  week,  March  15-21,  are  Granger  Rich- 
ardson, Walter  Hood,  Fred  Small  and  Rico 
Tomaso,  professional  artists.  The  winning 
sketches  will  be  used  on  the  four-color  post- 
ers to  be  distributed  among  the  17,000  thea- 
tres expected  to  take  part  in  the  campaign. 

More  than  30  sketches  were  submitted  in 
the  contest  by  artists  in  the  home  office  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  departments.  Final 
choices  were  made  of  those  that  best  realized 
the  Red  Cross  needs  and  policies.  Judges  of 
the  contest  were  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national 
chairman  of  the  industry’s  campaign;  S.  H. 
Fabian,  Francis  S.  Harmon,  executive  vice- 
chairman  of  WAC  and  Howard  Bonham  of 
ARC. 

Art  directors  participating  were:  David 
Strumpf,  RKO;  Jerry  Novat,  20th-Fox;  Lew 
Fields,  M-G-M;  Herman  Barnett,  RKO 
Theatres;  Jack  Myers,  Columbia;  Vincent 
Trotta,  National  Screen  Service;  Joseph  Tis- 
man,  Warners;  Herbert  Jaediker,  United 
Artists;  Harold  Gutman,  Universal,  and  the 
Kayton-Spiero  Advertising  Agency. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  art- 
ists competed:  Ben  Rogers,  George  Kessler, 
G.  A.  Jaediker,  Allan  Melhado,  Irwin  Per- 
chonok,  Walter  Hanneman,  William  Hanne- 
man,  Saul  Schiavone  and  Howard  Barnes. 


Epstein,  Monogram  in  Deal 

NEW  YORK — The  entire  Monogram  prod- 
uct for  the  1944-45  season  has  been  booked 
by  Epstein  Theatres  Corp.,  according  to 
Steve  Broidy,  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager.  The  circuit  operates  several 
houses  in  Omaha. 


NO  K RATIONS  HERE — As  a promotion  stunt  for  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a 
Soldier,”  20th-Fox  induced  Oscar  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria  to  put  on  a dinner  for 
two  soldiers  with  Anne  Baxter,  star  in  the  picture.  Oscar  went  to  town.  The 
soldiers  are:  (left)  Master  Sgt.  Reginald  White,  50,  oldest  flyer  in  the  air  force, 
who  has  36  combat  missions  to  his  credit  and  wears  the  DFC  among  other  medals, 
and  Sgt.  Martin  Painkin,  a Ranger,  who  was  wounded  six  times,  and  wears  silver 
and  bronze  stars  on  his  Purple  Heart  ribbon. 
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Three  New  Courses 
In  Film  Techniques 

NEW  YORK — Three  new  courses  will  be 
added  to  the  Institute  of  Film  Techniques 
at  City  College,  starting  February  8.  The 
new  courses  include  “Motion  Picture  Pho- 
tography,” “Film  Writing”  and  “Film  Edit- 
ing.” Lecturers  will  include  Lieut.  Lother 
Wolff,  U.S.  coast  guard;  Ensign  Robert  Bar- 
low,  ,U.S.  navy  photographer;  Robert  Fla- 
herty, Dr.  Alice  Keliher  and  Irving  Lerner, 
OWI  film  editor. 

Increased  use  of  films  in  education  is 
stressed  in  the  courses,  with  particular  em- 
phasis on  the  use  by  the  armed  services  of 
documentaries  for  training  purposes.  The 
institute  was  established  in  1941  to  provide 
instruction  in  the  production  of  public  serv- 
ice motion  pictures.  More  than  500  students 
have  been  trained,  many  of  whom  are  now 
in  the  government  or  military  services. 


WB  in  Radio  Tieup 

NEW  YORK — Two  national  advertising 
campaigns  featuring  current  Warners  films 
have  been  set  by  Motorola  Radio.  One  ad, 
with  more  than  half  the  space  devoted  to 
“Hollywood  Canteen,”  is  slated  to  appear  in 
the  February  17  issue  of  Liberty  magazine 
and  the  March  issues  of  Esquire  and  Cos- 
mopolitan. Other  ads,  featuring  “Objective, 
Burma!,”  are  set  for  the  February  10  issue 
of  Collier’s  and  the  February  17  issue  of 
Saturday  Evening  Post. 


Crosby  Honored  Twice 

NEW  YORK  — Paramount’s  “Going  My 
Way”  was  voted  the  best  picture  of  1944  in 
the  annual  poll  conducted  by  Screen  Guide 
magazine  among  its  readers.  “Since  You  Went 
Away”  came  in  second  and  “Wilson”  rated 
third.  Bing  Crosby’s  performance  in  “Going 
My  Way”  was  voted  the  best  by  an  actor,  and 
Ingrid  Bergman’s  work  in  “Gaslight”  the 
best  by  an  actress. 


Pierce  to  RCA,  Mexico 

HOLLYWOOD  — Formerly  assistant  chief 
of  sales  and  operations  in  RCA  Victor’s  Hol- 
lywood plant,  J.  L.  Fields  moves  next  week 
to  Mexico  City  to  serve  on  the  staff  of  RCA 
Mexicana,  S.  A.,  as  technical  consultant. 
Fields  supervised  the  installation  of  the  RCA 
recording  system  in  the  Warner  Bros,  studios 
in  1937-8. 


Thau  Returns  to  Coast 

NEW  YORK— Benjamin  Thau,  M-G-M 
vice-president,  returned  to  Culver  City  after 
spending  four  days  here  attending  many  of 
the  latest  theatrical  hits.  Insisting  he  was 
in  the  east  solely  for  a holiday,  the  first 
in  two  years,  Thau  declined  to  discuss  his 
studio’s  affairs  or  industry  prospects. 


Swedes  OK  WB  Duo 

NEW  YORK— “Watch  on  the  Rhine”  and 
“Passage  to  Marseilles,”  Warners  films,  lead 
the  list  of  the  most  popular  current  films  in 
Stockholm,  Sweden,  according  to  an  over- 
seas broadcast  by  Charles  Shaw  of  CBS. 


PRC  Film  Held  Over 

PHILADELPHIA — PRC’s  “Bluebeard”  has 
been  held  over  for  a continued  run  at  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  and  is  registering  strongly 
at  the  boxoffice. 


UA  Hit  Is  in  4th  Week 

NEW  YORK — “Mr.  Emmanuel.”  UA  release 
based  on  the  novel  by  Louis  Golding,  is  in 
its  fourth  week  at  the  Gotham  Theatre. 


Theatre  Man  Segregates 
The  Popcorn  Crunchers 

Worcester,  Mass. — A columnist  in  one 
of  the  dailies  conies  forward  with  this 
suggestion : 

“Theatre  managers,  in  a dilemma  over 
the  disposition  of  crunchers  who  disturb 
the  rest  of  the  audience  as  they  eat  their 
peanuts  and  popcorn,  might  try  an  ex- 
periment successfully  inaugurated  by  the 
Phillips  Theatre  in  Springfield.  Those 
who  come  to  eat  are  seated  on  one  side 
of  the  house,  and  the  others  seated  on 
the  other  side.” 


Paramount  Wins  Suit 
Instituted  by  Writers 

NEW  YORK — The  motion  made  by  Cor- 
nelia Otis  Skinner  and  Emily  Kimbrough  to 
enjoin  Paramount  from  making  a fictional 
sequel  to  “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay” 
was  denied  by  Justice  Louis  A.  Valente  of 
the  supreme  court  of  New  York  County. 

The  plaintiffs  contended  they  could  not  be 
impersonated  by  name  in  a sequel  entirely 
fictional.  Paramount,  represented  by  Louis 
Nizer,  said  the  contract  between  the  parties 
for  “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay”  con- 
tained the  right  to  make  fictional  sequels 
portraying  the  characters  of  the  original 
story. 

Paramount  also  contended  Miss  Skinner 
and  Miss  Kimbrough  had  received  money  for 
the  original  story  rights,  including  sequel 
rights,  and  could  not  limit  those  rights  at 
the  present  time.  The  company  also  held 
that  since  it  had  the  right  to  make  sequels 
partly  based  upon  the  true  incident  of  the 
book  and  partly  based  on  fiction,  the  plain- 
tiffs could  not  be  injured  if  the  entire  story 
were  based  on  fiction. 

N.  Y.  Police  Are  Invited 
To  "Window"  Opening 

NEW  YORK — Edward  G.  Robinson,  star 
of  RKO’s  “The  Woman  in  the  Window,”  in- 
vited Police  Commissioner  Lewis  J.  Valentine, 
deputy  police  commissioners  and  other  rank- 
ing officers  of  the  New  York  police  depart- 
men  to  attend  the  Broadway  premiere  of  the 
film  at  the  RKO  Palace  on  Thursday. 

The  police  officials  were  invited  to  this 
first  showing  because  of  the  particular  psy- 
chological angles  in  the  plot. 

“The  Woman  in  the  Window”  deals  with 
a docile  university  professor  forced  to  be- 
come a murderer  in  self-defense.  The  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  the  murder  present 
problems  of  interest  to  experts  in  crime  de- 
tection. 


Monogram  Signs  Weshner 

NEW  YORK  — Monogram  has  retained 
David  E.  Weshner  and  Associates  as  con- 
sultants for  special  advertising,  publicity  and 
exploitation  campaigns  on  “They  Shall  Have 
Faith”  and  “John  Dillinger.”  The  campaigns 
will  be  worked  out  in  cooperation  with  Louis 
S.  Lifton,  Monogram’s  advertising  and  pub- 
licity chief  on  the  coast,  and  Madeline  White, 
eastern  publicity  representative. 


Skouras  Salutes  President 

NEW  YORK — A salute  to  President  Roose- 
velt’s birthday  and  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign on  behalf  of  the  National  Foundation 
for  Infantile  Paralysis  was  made  on  the 
Skouras  Theatres  war  effort  program  of  the 
This  Is  Our  Cause  series,  broadcast  over 
the  WOR-Mutual  network. 


M.  P.  Associates  Hold 
Installation  Meeting 

NEW  YORK — Installation  of  newly  elected 
officers  of  Motion  Picture  Associates  was 
held  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  Some  200  members 
and  guests  witnessed  the  induction  by  Har- 
old Rodner,  Warner  executive  and  officer  of 
the  Will  Rogers  Memorial  Fund.  The  follow- 
ing officers  were  installed: 

Morris  Sanders,  president;  Jack  Ellis,  first 
vice-president;  Howard  Levy,  second  vice- 
president;  Saul  Trauner,  treasurer;  Moe 
Fraum,  recording  secretary;  Louis  Kutinsky, 
sergeant-at-arms;  Leo  Abrams  and  Seymour 
Schussel,  trustees,  and  Charles  Berliner, 
chaplain. 

Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the  ITOA  who 
was  a guest,  advocated  formation  of  a film 
salesmen’s  union  which  is  now  in  process  of 
organization  in  the  metropolitan  zone. 

President  Sanders  Reports 

President  Sanders,  in  reviewing  last  year’s 
achievements,  reported  that  a total  of  $11,000 
in  war  bonds  were  purchased  by  the  MPA, 
bringing  to  $21,000  the  aggregate  amount  now 
held  by  the  group.  He  disclosed  that  $6,600 
was  realized  from  the  25th  anniversary 
dinner-dance  at  the  Hotel  Astor  several 
months  ago  which  will  be  donated  to  charity. 

The  group  is  planning  to  raise  funds  to 
purchase  an  ambulance  for  the  American 
Red  Cross. 

Sanders  spoke  of  the  work  of  the  MPA  vol- 
unteers at  the  Stage  Door  Canteen  and  made 
a plea  for  additional  workers.  As  a result 
of  his  talk,  applications  of  a dozen  members 
were  received.  This  brings  the  total  number 
of  MPA  workers  at  the  Stage  Door  Canteen 
to  approximately  45. 


MPA  Names  Directors 

NEW  YORK — The  new  board  of  direc- 
tors of  Motion  Picture  Associates  includes 
the  following:  Jack  Ellis,  Samuel  Rinzler, 
Jack  Hattem,  Dave  Snaper,  John  J.  Bowen, 
Leo  Abrams,  David  A.  Levy,  James  Frank 
jr.,  Joseph  J.  Felder,  Harold  Klein,  Moe  Kurtz 
and  Cy  Seymour. 

Bookers  Group  Installs 
Officers  at  Luncheon 

NEW  YORK — Nearly  200  circuit  and  film 
company  executives  attended  the  annual  in- 
stallation of  officers  of  the  New  York  Book- 
ers Club  at  the  400  Club.  George  Trilling, 
re-elected  recently,  headed  the  slate  of  of- 
ficers which  included: 

Oscar  Lager,  vice-president;  Beverly  Mar- 
mour,  secretary;  Lillian  Seidman,  treasurer; 
Etta  V.  Segall,  financial  secretary;  Max 
Fried,  sergeant-at-arms;  Jack  Perley,  and 
Harold  Klein,  trustees,  and  Peter  Saglem- 
bini,  Bernie  Brooks  and  Irving  Ludwig,  board 
of  governors. 

Max  A.  Cohen  was  to  have  been  toast- 
master. Honored  guests  included  Samuel 
Rinzler,  Eugene  Picker,  Fred  J.  Schwartz, 
Edward  Rugoff,  E.  K.  O’Shea,  Ralph  Pie- 
low,  John  J.  Bowen,  Ben  Abner,  Milton  Ku- 
sell,  Henry  Randel,  Myron  Sattler,  David  A. 
Levy,  Ray  Moon,  Norman  Ayres,  Clarence 
Eiseman,  Charles  Boasberg,  Phil  Hodes,  Sam 
Lefkowitz,  Jack  Ellis,  Harry  Brandt,  Maxwell 
Gillis,  Grover  C.  Schaefer,  Sol  Trauner,  Jo- 
seph J.  Felder,  Arthur  Greenblatt,  Nat  Furst, 
Sidney  Kulick,  S.  H.  Fabian,  Samuel  Rosen, 
A1  Reed,  Charles  Moses,  Charles  B.  Moss, 
Julius  Joelson,  Leon  Rosenblatt. 

Following  dinner,  dancing  was  enjoyed.  The 
committee  of  arrangements  included  Larry 
Morris,  chairman;  Edward  Richter,  Archie 
Berish  and  Virginia  Aaron. 
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"Fighting  Lady"  Ari 
In  Modern  Museum 

NEW  YORK — “One  of  the  most  sensational 
art  exhibits  ever  assembled,”  according  to 
previewers,  opened  at  the  Museum  of  Mod- 
ern Art  on  Thursday.  From  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  official  navy,  coast  guard  and 
marine  corps  photographs  of  our  war  in  the 
western  seas,  the  men  who  fight  it  and  the 
weapons  they  use — ships,  guns,  airplanes — 
Capt.  Edward  Steichen,  USNR,  selected  156 
murals.  These,  arranged  in  dramatic  se- 
quence, compose  the  exhibition,  Power  in  the 
Pacific. 

Most  of  the  photographs  have  been  taken 
by  enlisted  men.  In  addition,  however,  Cap- 
tain Steichen’s  unit  of  officer-photographers 
has  contributed  numerous  pictures,  as  have 
many  anonymous  men  of  the  services,  in- 
cluding those  in  navy  planes  whose  auto- 
matic cameras  operated  while  they  were  fir- 
ing at  enemy  - planes  and  bombing  enemy 
ships  and  installations.  Many  of  the  most 
effective  shots  were  made  by  the  camera 
crew  that  did  most  of  the  actual  filming  of 
“The  Fighting  Lady,”  20th  Century-Fox  re- 
lease. 

"Fighting  Lady"  Cracks 
Records  at  Victoria 

NEW  YORK — Twentieth-Fox’s  “The  Fight- 
ing Lady”  broke  existing  opening  day  records 
at  Maurice  Maurer’s  Victoria,  Broadway  and 
46th  St.  on  Wednesday.  Despite  the  snow 
and  the  traffic  congestion  that  resulted  from 
it,  Maurer  reported  that  beginning  with  the 
first  show  at  10  a.  m„  until  past  midnight, 
the  house  was  filled  to  capacity. 

In  addition  to  smashing  the  opening  day 
record  the  film  also  topped  weekend  and 
holiday  marks.  Business  for  the  first  six 
hours  of  the  second  day  was  better  than  the 
first  day. 

Columbia's  Press  Party 
"Previews"  Two  Stars 

NEW  YORK — Janet  Blair  and  Lee  Bow- 
man, who  appear  in  Columbia’s  “Tonight  and 
Every  Night”  slated  for  national  release 
next  month  were  guests  at  a cocktail  party 
at  the  Copacabana  attended  by  representa- 
tives of  the  trade  press,  fan  and  national 
magazines  and  dailies. 

Among  those  present  were  Jack  Cohn, 
Frank  P.  Rosenberg,  Gus  Eyssell,  Fred  L. 
Lynch,  Harry  McWilliams,  Henry  Speigel, 
Dick  Condon,  Edward  Schreiber,  Hortense 
Schorr,  Ray  Murray,  B.  K.  Blake  and  others. 

"Mr.  Emmanuel"  Is  Given 
Top  Review  Board  Honor 

NEW  YORK — “Mr.  Emmanuel,”  first  of 
the  British  features  to  be  released  by  United 
Artists  under  the  terms  of  its  deal  with  J. 
Arthur  Rank,  has  been  given  starred  selected 
features  rating  by  the  National  Board  of  Re- 
view. 

“Hangover  Square”  (20th-Fox)  and  “A 
Song  to  Remember”  (Col)  are  given  selected 
features  rating. 


"Moscow  Skies"  a Hit 

NEW  YORK — All  previous  house  records 
for  the  Stanley  Theatre  have  been  broken 
during  the  first  three  days  of  the  engage- 
ment of  “Moscow  Skies,”  according  to  David 
Fine,  managing  director.  More  than  9,000 
persons  saw  the  picture  at  the  625-seat  house 
during  the  first  three  days. 


CAMERA  OR  GUN— Pvt.  Frank  F. 
Hoffman,  marine  combat  photographer, 
is  shown  “shooting”  the  enemy  from  a 
captured  Jap  pillbox  on  Peleliu.  He  has 
a tommy  gun  beside  him,  just  in  case. 
Frank  is  a brother  of  Sol  Hoffman,  War- 
ner photographer.  He  recently  received 
a citation  for  his  work  on  a landing 
barge. 


"Tolls"  Breaks  Cuban  Mark 
During  Its  First  Week 

NEW  YORK — The  latest  premiere  of  Para- 
mount’s “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  in  over- 
seas capitals  was  held  recently  in  Havana, 
where  the  picture  concluded  a record-break- 
ing opening  week  at  the  Encanto  Theatre. 

Americo  Rosenberger,  Havana  branch  man- 
ager, cabled  A.  L.  Pratchett,  Latin-American 
division  manager,  that  the  film  broke  all 
records  for  grosses  at  the  house  during  the 
past  five  years.  Future  releases  have  been 
set  for  Ecuador,  Iceland,  Mexico  and  Bolivia. 

John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  president  of  Paramount 
International,  predicted  the  world-wide  gross 
of  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  would  estab- 
lish a record  overesas  high  for  the  company. 

RKO  Sets  Early  Broadway 
Dates  for  Three  Films 

NEW  YORK — Two  features  and  a short 
subject,  all  released  by  RKO  Radio,  will  open 
in  Broadway  houses  within  the  next  few 
weeks. 

“The  Woman  in  the  Window,”  produced 
by  International  Pictures,  will  open  at  the 
Palace  January  25.  On  the  same  program 
will  be  “New  Americans,”  latest  in  RKO’s 
This  Is  America  series. 

Walt  Disney’s  “The  Three  Caballeros”  will 
have  its  Broadway  opening  at  the  Globe 
Theatre  February  3. 


Fox  Screening  Three 

NEW  YORK — Three  20th-Fox  releases  will 
be  tradeshown  in  all  exchanges  January  30- 
31.  Two  of  the  films,  “A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn”  and  “Hangover  Square,”  Febru- 
ary releases,  will  be  tradeshown  January  30. 
“Thunderhead— Son  of  Flicka”  will  be 
screened  January  31.  This  film  will  be  re- 
leased in  March. 


Monogram's  Deals 

NEW  YORK — Monogram  has  closed  a deal 
for  its  1944-45  product  with  the  Pitts  circuit, 
with  15  houses  in  Virginia  and  West  Vir- 
ginia and  Herman  Rifkin  Theatres,  with 
seven  theatres  in  Boston.  The  San  Fran- 
cisco exchange  also  closed  a deal  with  the 
Royal  Amusement  circuit,  operating  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands. 


"Seeing  You"  Big  Hit, 
Minneapolis  Reports 

NEW  YORK — John  J.  Friedl,  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  has  telegraphed  to  the  United  Art- 
ists home  office  here  that  Selznick  Inter- 
national’s “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  is  establish- 
ing new  boxoffice  records  at  the  circuit’s 
Radio  City  Theatre  in  Minneapolis. 

Indicating  that  the  film  was  the  greatest 
boxoffice  attraction  in  the  history  of  the 
house,  Friedl  said: 

“A  total  of  34,054  people  clamored  for  ad- 
mission, many  of  them  waiting  in  lobbies 
and  outside  this  4,000-seat  theatre  under 
adverse  weather  conditions.  Favorable  press 
notices  and  splendid  audience  reaction  fur- 
ther augmented  the  enthusiastic  demand  of 
ticket-buyers.  Selznick  - International  and 
United  Artists  are  all  to  be  warmly  con- 
gratulated. You  have  a great  boxoffice  hit 
on  your  hands.” 

Army  Using  Flash  Bombs 
Devised  4 Years  Ago 

ROCHESTER — Reports  from  the  European 
war  theatre  of  improved  technique  used  in 
night  photography  by  the  Eighth  air  force 
recalls  to  Rochesterians  flash  bomb  tests 
made  four  years  ago  which  shook  parts  of 
the  city  and  startled  late  theatregoers. 

Pictures  of  enemy  installations  and  troop 
movements  made  by  the  new  technique  are 
said  to  rival  in  detail  those  taken  in  day- 
light. The  camera  used  is  a joint  develop- 
ment of  Folmer-Graflex  Corp.  here  and 
General  Electric  in  Schenectady.  The  flash 
bomb  tests  were  made  here  by  Col.  George 
W.  Goddard,  army  photographic  research  ex- 
pert, in  cooperation  with  Eastman  Kodak  Co. 


"Tomorrow"  Drawing  Well 

NEW  YORK — Lester  Cowan’s  “Tomorrow 
the  World”  is  proving  to  be  a solid  grosser 
in  its  present  engagements.  The  picture  com- 
pleted a sixth  week  at  the  Globe  on  Broad- 
way, and  grossed  20  per  cent  more  than  the 
fourth  week.  At  Loew’s  Poli  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  the  picture  did  the  best  week’s  busi- 
ness over  the  past  eight  months.  Word-of- 
mouth  advertising  is  said  to  be  a considerable 
factor  in  the  success  of  the  film,  as  evidenced 
by  the  pickup  in  grosses  after  openings. 


30  "WAVES"  Air  Plugs 

NEW  YORK — Paramount’s  radio  depart- 
ment under  R.  M.  Gillham,  advertising  and 
publicity  director,  has  lined  up  more  than 
30  plugs  for  “Here  Come  the  WAVES”  on 
the  nation’s  networks  since  the  radio  cam- 
paign on  the  film  was  begun  five  weeks  ago. 


Wcrkely,  White  in  Oklahoma 

NEW  YORK — The  personal  appearance 
tour  of  Jimmy  Wakely  and  Lee  White  in 
connection  with  the  first  run  engagements 
of  Monogram’s  “Song  of  the  Range,”  has 
been  extended  to  include  bookings  at  the 
Palace,  Melba  and  Liberty  theatres,  in  Black- 
well,  Guthrie  and  Oklahoma  City,  respective- 
ly. Wakely  and  White  will  return  to  the 
coast  after  their  appearances  in  Oklahoma 
City. 


Lease  Harlem  Opera  House 

NEW  YORK — The  Harlem  Opera  House, 
211  West  125th  St.,  has  been  leased  from  the 
Josle  Holding  Corp.,  Leo  Brecher,  president, 
to  the  Jaylil  Holding  Corp.,  Harry  Harris, 
president.  Brecher  has  been  operating  this 
house  for  the  past  25  years,  as  well  as  sev- 
eral other  theatres  in  Manhattan,  including 
the  Plaza  on  East  58th  St. 
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Reveal  Vast  Television 
Nets  in  Peace  Time 

SCHENECTADY — A clear  picture  of  the 
television  and  television  relaying  in  the  post- 
war period  was  drawn  by  speakers  who  par- 
ticipated in  a program  on  WRGB  com- 
memorating the  fifth  anniversary  of  tele- 
vision network  inaugurated  by  the  General 
Electric  Co.  Paul  L.  Chamberlain,  head  of 
transmitter  sales  of  General  Electric’s  elec- 
tronics department,  revealed  that  five  com- 
panies had  signified  their  intention  of  pro- 
viding television  relay  facilities.  One  of 
these,  the  International  Business  Machine 
Corp.,  plans  to  use  relaying  equipment  per- 
fected by  General  Electric.  The  giant  cor- 
poration, whose  president  is  Thomas  J.  Wat- 
son of  Binghamton,  will  install  its  initial 
circuit  connecting  Schenectady  with  New 
York. 

Only  One-Way  Program  Now 

The  present  General  Electric-National 
Broadcasting  Co.  circuit  relays  programs 
only  one  way,  from  New  York  to  Schenec- 
tady. In  the  new  circuit  there  will  be  re- 
lay points,  situated  atop  Round  Top  Moun- 
tain and  Beacon  Mountain,  thus  providing 
boosters  43  miles  apart  between  sending  and 
receiving  points  on  the  stretch  along  the 
Hudson  River. 

“This  circuit  completed,  it  is  planned  next 
to  extend  it  to  Washington,  by  way  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore,”  said  Chamberlain. 
“Later,  if  is  contemplated  to  extend  it  farther 
south  to  Richmond,  Atlanta  and  other  cities, 
and  to  continue  it  west  from  Schenectady 
through  Utica,  Syracuse,  Rochester,  Buffalo, 
Cleveland,  Detroit  to  Chicago.” 

Niles  Trammell,  president  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Co.,  who  spoke  and  was  tele- 
vised from  New  York,  also  foresaw  vast  ex- 
pansion of  television  after  the  war.  “Even 
a coast-to-coast  network,”  he  said,  and 
pointed  to  the  fact  NBC  and  General  Elec- 
tric share  in  the  importance  of  network  sys- 
tems. Trammell,  in  commenting  on  the  re- 
lay which  for  the  past  five  years  has  carried 
television  programs  from  New  York  to 
Schenectady,  paid  high  tribute  to  the  en- 
gineers of  WRGB. 

Chamberlain  declared  the  network  which 
he  outlined  will  not  be  used  solely  for  tele- 
vision relaying.  In  addition  to  the  pair  of 
two-way  television  circuits,  this  same  net- 
work of  relays  will  provide  facilities  for  eight 
regular  network  channels  for  broadcasting, 
two  channels  for  radiophoto  or  facsimile 
transmission  and  100  channels  for  use  by 
the  International  Business  Machine  Corp. 
“And  all  these  various  channels  can  be  in 
operation  at  one  time,”  he  reported. 

Comparison  on  Size  of  Antennas 

An  idea  of  the  extremely  short  wave  length 
on  which  television  is  relayed  may  be  gained 
by  a comparison  with  WGY,  a standard 
broadcast  station  in  Schenectady.  WGY 
transmits  on  a frequency  of  810,000  cycles. 
The  new  television  circuit  to  New  York  will 
operate  on  a frequency  of  two  thousand  mil- 
lion cycles.  Another  comparison  made  by 
Chamberlain  was  in  the  size  of  antennas. 
That  used  by  WGY  is  625  feet  long,  whereas 
the  television  relay  antenna  will  be  but  three 
inches  long.  This,  when  mounted  in  a para- 
bolic reflector,  will  concentrate  all  energy 
into  a beam  only  six  degrees  wide,  so  that 
ten  watts  of  power  at  the  transmitter  will 
give  the  same  effect  as  10,000  watts  radiated 
by  the  ordinary  nondirectional  antenna. 

Robert  S.  Peare,  General  Electric  vice- 
president,  thanked  the  WRGB  audience  for 
the  numerous  letters  it  had  sent  in  the  900 
shows  televised  by  WRGB  from  Schenectady. 


Benny  Says  He  Wants 
To  Direct  Pictures 

Philadelphia^- Jack  Benny  says  he’s 
tired  of  being  funny.  So  he’s  going  to  try 
his  hand  at  directing  or  producing  mo- 
tion pictures. 

All  this  will  be  after  the  war,  he  told 
an  audience  here  during  a benefit  show 
for  the  March  of  Dimes. 

Benny  is  nearing  51,  and  has  been  a 
comic  for  34  years.  As  long  as  the  war 
lasts,  Jack  added,  he’ll  continue  to  try 
to  get  laughs,  especially  from  audiences 
composed  of  those  in  the  armed  services. 


Mary  Pickford  Assembling 
Company  of  Young  Players 

NEW  YORK — Mary  Pickford  is  assembling 
a stock  company  of  young  players  who  will 
appear  in  films  to  be  made  by  Mary  Pick- 
ford Productions  for  United  Artists  release. 
She  is  in  New  York  interviewing  promising 
stage  players,  while  her  producer  Sam  Cos- 
low is  doing  the  same  on  the  coast. 

Those  chosen  will  be  given  screen  tests  and 
the  group  surviving  the  preliminaries  will  be 
made  members  of  the  stock  company. 

Miss  Pickford  said  that  a contract  had 
been  drawn  for  the  signature  of  Robert  Cum- 
mings as  soon  as  he  is  released  from  Uni- 
versal. 

First  film  to  be  made  by  Miss  Pickford  will 
be  an  adaptation  of  the  Broadway  musical 
hit,  “One  Touch  of  Venus.” 


LEONARDTOWN,  MD.— As  a Pied  Piper 
Kenneth  B.  Duke,  owner  of  the  St.  Mary’s 
Theatre  here,  was  admittedly  a flop  in  a 
neat  idea  to  aid  the  county’s  rat  extermina- 
tion drive.  But  the  civic-minded  theatre 
owner  believes  the  publicity  attained  through 
his  efforts  laid  the  groundwork  for  similar 
drives  here  and  throughout  the  nation’s  the- 
atres. 

Duke,  in  cooperation  with  the  county 
health  department,  offered  free  admission  to 
his  theatre  for  every  dead  rat  brought  to 
the  theatre  during  the  one-week  campaign. 
Only  30  persons  earned  a free  show  during 
the  week. 

But  Duke  and  the  health  authorities  agreed 
that  while  the  city  and  county  had  more  or 
less  “let  them  down”  in  rat  killing  the  the- 


Columbia's  Grealesl 
Year,  Is  Prediction 

NEW  YORK — General  Sales  Manager  A. 
Montague  told  Columbia’s  branch  and  dis- 
trict managers  assembled  at  the  Hotel  War- 
wick here  for  a three-day  sales  meeting 
that  the  1944-45  season  will  be  the  greatest 
year  in  sales  and  distribution  in  the  com- 
pany’s history. 

In  the  last  seven  months,  Columbia  has 
written  more  than  90  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  contracts  closed  by  the  company 
during  the  entire  12  months  of  the  previous 
year  ending  last  June.  The  ’44-’45  season, 
Montague  added,  would  also  set  a record  for 
the  number  of  films  sold  to  each  account. 

Jack  Cohn,  executive  vice-president,  opened 
Thursday’s  session  by  welcoming  the  dele- 
gates and  then  turned  the  meeting  over  to 
Montague,  who  presided.  Wednesday’s  ses- 
sions were  devoted  to  meetings  of  home  of- 
fice executives  and  field  representatives  on 
overall  distribution  matters. 


Film  Television  Show 

NEW  YORK — A 35mm  film  was  made  by 
the  American  Central  Manufacturing  Co.  of 
its  television  show,  “The  Queen  Was  in  the 
Kitchen,”  televised  over  the  DuMont  sta- 
tion WABD.  Film  will  be  used  by  the  com- 
pany to  promote  the  sale  of  its  product 
throughout  the  country. 


atre  owner  had  contributed  a unique  idea  to 
the  rest  of  the  country. 

Health  authorities  watched  the  campaign 
with  keen  interest,  and  many  wrote  Duke 
and  Dr.  Eugene  Peck,  health  officer  in 
charge,  that  Duke’s  idea  should  work  out 
well  in  other  large  rat-infested  communities. 

The  real  trouble  here  was  that  the  cam- 
paign started  with  practically  no  publicity. 
Much  advance  publicity  was  needed  and  the 
rodent  stunt  required  plugs  at  each  show 
long  in  advance. 

Duke’s  only  son,  Kenneth  B.  Duke  jr.,  is  an 
ensign  in  the  navy  in  the  South  Pacific.  Duke 
serves  on  a county  ration  board  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  progressive  men 
in  this  ancient  community.  He  has  been  a 
motion  picture  exhibitor  for  30  years. 


LOEW’S  OFFICE  HEADS  IN  N.  Y.— The  third  group  of  office  managers  con- 
fer with  Max  Wolf  (seated),  purchasing  head  of  Loew’s  and  M-G-M.  Standing, 
left  to  right,  A1  Hoffman,  assistant  to  Wolf;  George  E.  Weber,  New  Haven; 
Helmer  P.  Mosley,  New  Orleans;  L.  Ward  Royalty,  Oklahoma  City,  and  George 
A.  Derrick,  Salt  Lake  City. 


Showman  Flops  as  Rodent  Pied  Piper 
But  Triumphs  as  Publicity  Maker 
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Along  the  Filmrow 
Of  New  York  City 

(Continued  from  page  45) 

continues  to  be  made — and  I have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  will — theatre  business 
should  continue  on  a profitable  basis.” 

Although  he  spends  90  per  cent  of  his  spare 
time  staging  shows  for  various  charities,  he 
still  retains  his  love  of  sports.  Whenever 
he  can  get  away  his  friends  may  find  him 
skating  with  his  wife,  Sylvia,  and  his  son 
and  daughter;  playing  golf  with  a crony  or 
even  playing  baseball  with  the  neighborhood 
kids  or  with  the  service  staff  of  the  Para- 
mount. In  his  spare  time  he  goes  to  the 
Paramount  gymnasium  backstage,  where  he 
teaches  the  manly  art  of  self  defense  to  the 
talent  and  members  of  the  staff. 


Filmrow  gossip:  Exhibitor  Dave  Snaper  is 
recovering  from  a second  eye  operation  at 
the  Perth  Amboy  Hospital.  His  son,  Lieut. 
Wilbur  Snaper,  was  a Filmrow  visitor  . . . 
Moe  Baranco,  former  manager  of  Skouras’ 
Merrick,  Jamaica,  is  the  new  Queens  district 
manager. 


George  Skouras,  president  of  the  Skouras 
circuit,  was  the  principal  speaker  at  a 
luncheon  attended  by  90  managers  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  He  recently  returned  from  a 
year  in  Cairo,  Egypt.  William  A.  White,  gen- 
eral manager,  presided. 


Jack  Ellis,  UA  branch  manager,  gags  that 
if  theatre  business  is  good  it’s  the  picture 
and  if  it’s  bad  it’s  the  manager  . . . Sgt. 
Ben  Kleinerman,  son  of  Morris  Kleinerman 
of  the  Star  Safety  Film  Co.  with  offices  in 
the  Film  Center  Bldg.,  was  given  an  auto- 
graphed photo  of  Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark  which 
reposes  on  his  father’s  desk.  On  duty  in 
Italy,  Sergeant  Kleinerman  was  given  the 
memento  for  performing  meritorious  work  as 
a photographer  in  the  signal  corps. 


For  staying  on  her  job  as  cashier  of  the 
Brook  Theatre,  Bound  Brook,  N.  J.,  until  a 
short  time  before  she  became  a mother,  Mrs. 
Stella  Sutton  has  been  presented  with  a 
bond  for  the  infant.  Her  husband  is  Harold 
Sutton,  of  the  navy,  stationed  somewhere  in 
the  Pacific. 


Warners  Reopen  Theatre 

ALBANY — Warner  Bros,  were  scheduled  to 
reopen  the  Griswold,  Troy,  on  January  17. 
The  house  has  been  dark  since  last  June 
when  it  was  damaged  by  a fire  that  started 
in  an  adjoining  store.  The  boom  in  busi- 
ness due  to  the  war  was  the  reason  for  the 
reopening. 


All  the  Ciggies  You  Wish 
For  $1,000  Per  Carton! 

Brooklyn  — Cigarets  for  bonds.  That’s 
the  formula  worked  out  by  Century’s 
Midwood  in  an  area  where  ciggies  are  as 
scarce  as  hens’  teeth. 

At  1 p.  m.  on  February  1,  the  theatre 
will  offer  3,000  packs  of  cigarets  to  bond 
buyers  as  follows:  two  packs  for  a $50 
bond;  four  packs  for  a $100  bond;  half  a 
carton  for  a $500  bond  and  a full  car- 
ton for  a $1,000  bond. 

The  tieup  was  effected  between  the 
theatre  and  the  Silver  Rod  Store,  1504 
Ave.  J,  which  donated  ten  days’  allot- 
ment to  further  the  sale  of  bonds. 


Variety  Club  to  Give 
Dinner  for  Abe  Stone 

ALBANY — Abe  Stone,  whose  career  in  film 
business  dates  back  to  the  nickelodeon  era, 
will  be  feted  by  Variety  Club  at  a testimonial 
dinner  in  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel,  Monday, 
January  28.  The  affair  will  get  under  way 
at  7 p.  m. 

Six  months  ago  Stone  sold  the  Eagle, 
which  he  had  operated  for  17  years,  to  Jo- 
seph Grand,  manager  of  Tri-State  Candy 
Co.  Stone  decided  to  take  things  easy  after 
almost  four  decades  of  film  work.  He  still 
owns  a prosperous  package  liquor  store  here 
on  South  Pearl  St. 

That’s  the  street  on  which  he  started  in 
the  motion  picture  business  according  to 
Filmrow  veterans.  The  Whiteway,  a five- 
cent  house  which  long  ago  disappeared,  was 
the  first  place  of  employment  for  Stone.  He 
worked  up  from  attendant  to  booth  man. 
The  Whiteway  was  one  of  the  first  film 
theatres  in  this  city.  The  Star,  Majestic 
and  Albany  were  other  early  day  houses 
in  which  Stone  served  as  projectionist. 

Stone  was  at  the  Albany  when  he  took 
his  first  dip  into  the  exhibitor  field  at  the 
Rialto,  Schenectady,  in  the  early  20s.  Later 
he  operated  the  Arbor  Hill,  an  Albany  neigh- 
borhood situation.  In  1927,  Stone  took  over 
the  Eagle,  a neighborhood  house  in  a dif- 
ferent section.  He  spent  a large  sum  of 
money  modernizing  the  Eagle  about  eight 
years  ago.  It  is  considered  one  of  the  finest 
independent  theatres  in  Albany. 

Stone  served  on  NRA  and  other  code  and 
arbitration  committees,  and  was  a charter 
member  of  the  first  Variety  Club  here. 


"Emperor  Jones"  Again 

NEW  YORK — J.  H.  Hoffberg  has  acquired 
“Emperor  Jones,”  the  Paul  Robeson  film 
based  on  the  Eugene  O'Neill  stage  play,  for 
reissue,  and  will  release  the  picture  in  March. 


ALBANY 


Qi  Fabian,  head  of  the  circuit  bearing  his 
name,  was  one  of  the  50  persons  attend- 
ing the  special  luncheon  at  Washington  for 
Secretary  Stettinius  upon  the  completion  of 
his  recording  of  a speech  in  connection  with 
peace  plans. 

Milton  Kusell,  Paramount  district  manager, 
is  an  addition  to  the  New  York  headquarters 
of  the  WAC  office. 

A legislative  maneuver  in  Albany’s  legis- 
lative halls  last  week  was  a bill  regulating 
rents  on  commercial  buildings  throughout 
New  York  until  1946  at  least,  the  purpose  to 
cutlaw  any  rent  increases,  over  and  above 
15  per  cent  of  the  amount  paid  as  of  March 
1,  1943.  This  law  would  also  cover  theatres 
and  theatre  buildings  in  the  state  in  their 
designation  as  commercial  buildings. 

Max  Friedman,  WB  Theatres  film  buyer 
for  the  Albany  zone,  is  a busy  man.  He  de- 
voted the  entire  week  to  product  and  booking 
conferences  with  WB  home  office  executives 
and  with  Fred  Meyers,  eastern  sales  mana- 
ger for  Universal. 

Henry  Grossman  of  Frieder  and  Grossman 
is  back  on  the  Row  visiting  friends  after 
making  a round  trip  to  Florida,  where  he 
visited  his  son,  stationed  there  with  the 
armed  forces. 

The  S c h i n e Gloversville  headquarters 
played  host  to  an  array  of  independents  this 
week.  Among  the  visitors  were  Bernie  Mills, 
Sid  Kulick  and  George  Gill. 

The  Schine  publicity  department  is  busy 
on  campaigns  for  impending  product.  Among 
the  plans  formulated  was  one  to  sell  blocks 
of  tickets  to  war  plants  in  the  vicinity  of 
Schine  houses. 

George  Jeffreys  is  back  on  the  Row  after 
a tour  of  his  territory  via  railroads  and,  in 
addition  to  overwork,  Jeffreys  attributes  his 
tired  look  to  his  thoughtfulness  in  surrender- 
ing his  lower  berth  to  a GI. 

Another  WAC  announcement  states  that 
the  veteran  Ray  Smith,  WB  manager  in 
Albany,  has  been  appointed  chairman  for  the 
same  territory  by  the  distributors’  division 
of  WAC. 

The  Empire  at  Cohoes  suffered  from  a fire 
which  originated  in  the  boiler  room  and  did 
damage  to  the  extent  of  $10,000. 

Rumors  along  the  Row  have  it  that  a new 
national  checking  service  is  being  organized 
by  an  executive  identified  with  a major  cir- 
cuit. 

Max  Westebbe,  manager  of  the  Albany 
RKO  office,  accompanied  by  George  Tucker 
and  Harold  Carlock,  trained  to  Boston  to 
attend  the  company’s  district  meeting. 

Ann  Hurley,  assistant  booker  for  Neil 
Heilman’s  circuit,  received  good  news  the 
other  day  in  a letter  from  her  brother  Tom, 
who  was  reported  missing  in  action.  The  letter 
was  written  from  a prison  hospital  in  Ger- 
many where  Tom  is  recovering  from  wounds 
received  in  action. 

Warners’  C.  J.  Latta  is  the  busiest  circuit 
executive  in  town,  touring  the  territory,  con- 
ferring with  his  managers  in  the  field  and  on 
his  return  to  headquarters  in  Albany  was  tied 
up  with  conferences  with  Norman  Ayres,  Ed 
Hinchy  and  Jules  Lapidus  of  Warners  in 
New  York. 


JAY  GOVE  EXPLAINS — M-G-M’s  second  group  of  field  men  visiting  the 
New  York  office  for  conferences  on  procedure  are  shown  how  details  are  handled. 
Left  to  right:  Ted  Ferguson,  who  covers  the  Memphis  territory;  Gove;  Mark 
Jenkins,  in  charge  of  the  Showbuilder  and  working  in  the  south,  and  Emery 
Austin,  who  handles  the  Atlanta  territory. 


"Dinner"  Opens  at  Roxy 

NEW  YORK — ‘‘Sunday  Dinner  for  a Sol- 
dier,” 20th-Fox  film,  opened  Wednesday  at 
the  Roxy. 
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Incorporations 


— ALBANY  — 

Jules  Alberti  Agency,  Inc.,  has  been  formed 
to  manage  and  promote  motion  picture  and 
theatrical  acts  in  New  York:  capital  stock, 
200  shares,  no  par.  Incorporators:  Jules  Al- 
berti, George  M.  Alderman  and  Lillian  Bern- 
stein, 1775  Broadway,  New  York.  Attorney: 
George  H.  Schneider,  31  Madison  Ave. 

The  Movie  Film  Laboratory  Ass’n.,  Inc.,  has 
been  formed  to  operate  under  the  member- 
ship clause  of  the  corporations  law.  Sale  and 
Sale,  11  W.  42nd  St.,  recorded  the  certificate. 

Douglas  Leigh  Creations,  Inc.,  to  conduct 
a general  advertising  business  in  New  York; 
capital  stock,  100  shares,  no  par.  Incorpora- 
tors: Matthew  J.  Lundberg,  2012  E.  12th  St., 
Brooklyn:  Nancy  H.  Lee,  137  E.  43rd  St.,  New 
York;  Belle  McGann,  2644  Marion  Ave., 
Bronx.  Attorneys:  Hocker,  Alley  & Duncan, 
50  Broadway.  Douglas  Leigh  Poster  Art,  Inc. 
has  been  formed  with  the  same  incorporators. 
Leigh  has  built  many  of  the  “spectaculars” 
in  Times  Square. 

Dial  Films,  Inc.,  of  New  York,  dissolved. 
Fitelson  & Mayers,  673  5th  Ave.,  recorded  the 
certificate. 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica  Films,  Inc.,  of 
New  York,  made  a change  of  directors.  De- 
bevoise,  Stevenson,  Plimpton  & Page,  20  Ex- 
change PL,  recorded  one  certificate. 

Famous  International  Film  Corp.  has  been 
formed  to  conduct  a motion  picture  business 
in  New  York;  capital  stock,  200  shares,  no 
par.  Incorporators:  Isi  Rosenfeld,  11  Broad- 
way, and  Herman  S.  Rosenfeld,  802  W.  190th 
St.,  New  York;  Samuel  J.  Epstein,  114  Feni- 
more  St.,  Brooklyn.  Attorney:  Harry  G. 
Kosch,  345  Madison  Ave. 

Independent  Citizens  Committee  of  the 
Arts,  Science  and  Professions,  Inc.,  has  been 
formed  under  the  membership  clause  of  the 
corporations  law.  Attorney:  Milton  Paulso, 
295  Madison  Ave.,  recorded  the  certificate. 

Music  Magazine  on  Air 
Ties  in  With  Theatres 

ALBANY — A new  Music  Magazine  pro- 
gram broadcast  on  Station  WABY  features 
song  identification  titles,  with  free  passes  to 
the  Strand,  Ritz  and  Troy  theatres  for 
listeners  getting  the  numbers  accurately.  The 
Strand  and  Ritz  are  Warner  downtown  Al- 
bany houses,  while  the  Troy  is  the  circuit’s 
ace  Troy  stand. 

Fifteen  sets  of  Annie  Oakleys  are  given 
away  on  each  show.  It  is  presented  Wednes- 
day and  Friday  at  7:30  p.  m. 


Publicity  for  Mrs.  Rosen 

ALBANY— Mrs.  Leo  Rosen,  wife  of  the 
Strand’s  manager,  was  photoed  in  a Red 
Cross  nurses  aide  uniform  at  the  side  of  a 
cot  on  which  was  stretched  a man  becoming 
the  100,000th  donor  at  the  Albany  Blood 
Donor  center.  The  caption  in  the  Knicker- 
bocker News  said  that  Mrs.  Rosen  was  help- 
ing him  prepare  for  the  blood  donation.  He 
v/as  one  of  54  members  of  the  Albany  Ki- 
wanis  Club  who  visited  the  center  at  the 
Albany  Law  School. 


Another  "Double  Bill  Gag" 

ALBANY — The  booking  of  “Three  Is  a 
Family”  and  “When  Strangers  Marry”  on  the 
same  bill  at  Warners’  Ritz  provided  a field 
day  for  Albany  gagsters.  Edgar  S.  Van 
Olinda,  motion  picture  critic  of  the  Times 
Union,  in  his  Sunday  Round  Town  column 
wrote:  “Things  we  never  know  ’til  now: 
Ritz  Theatre  marquee  announcement : ‘Three 
Is  a Family’ — ‘When  Strangers  Marry.’  ” 


THE  500,000th— Sgt.  Kenneth  B. 
Wheatley  jr.  receives  a free  ticket  to  the 
command  performance  of  “Dear  Ruth”  at 
the  National  Theatre,  from  Rita  Atlas  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  WAC  informa- 
tion booth,  where  Wheatley  was  the 
500,000th  man  to  ask  for  a ticket. 
“Manned”  by  the  ladies  of  the  Variety 
Club,  the  ticket  booth  has  been  in  service 
for  almost  two  years.  The  ticket  for 
“Dear  Ruth”  was  purchased  by  Commis- 
sioner John  Russell  Young  and  donated 
to  the  ticket  booth. 


Buffalo  Area  Dimes  Aid 
Exceeds  Last  Year's  Mark 

BUFFALO — Participation  by  the  film  in- 
dustry here  and  in  western  New  York  in  the 
March  of  Dimes  this  week  exceeds  last  year’s 
record  total.  Max  M.  Yellen,  area  chair- 
man, recalled  last  year’s  contributions  in 
the  district  averaged  42  cents  a seat. 

American  motion  picture  theatres  will 
raise  $6,000,000  during  the  March  of  Dimes 
campaign  this  year,  Robert  F.  O’Donnell, 
national  chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs  of 
America,  predicted  during  his  weekend  visit 
in  Buffalo.  He  addressed  members  of  Tent 
7 last  Saturday  evening  at  their  installation 
of  officers. 

Commenting  on  the  repute  and  good  will 
which  theatre  men  are  building  by  their  cur- 
rent participation  in  governmental,  charit- 
able and  morale  activities,  O'Donnell  quoted 
a prominent  clergyman  as  saying,  “Today, 
the  minister  and  the  showman  walk  down 
the  street  shoulder  to  shoulder.” 

O’Donnell  lauded  the  charitable  work  of 
the  local  Variety  Club  and  said  he  believed 
that  while  U.S.  management  and  labor  take 
over  the  job  of  the  rehabilitation  and  re- 
orientation of  returning  veterans,  Variety’s 
special  function  will  remain  the  care  of  the 
young  and  the  underprivileged. 


Sam  Milherg  Now  Covers 
Albany  Area  for  PRC 

ALBANY — Sam  Milberg  is  currently  cov- 
ering the  Albany  and  Syracuse  territories 
for  PRC.  Ben  Smith,  who  was  traveling  in 
the  Albany  district,  resigned.  Milberg  sold 
for  Republic  when  Bernie  Miller  held  the 
local  franchise.  Later  he  operated  a theatre 
in  Scotia  and  the  Family  in  Watervliet,  and 
then  went  with  Monogram  as  salesman  out 
of  Albany.  He  shifted  to  PRC  six  months 
ago. 


BUFFALO 


The  war  department  film,  “What’s  Your 

Name,”  will  be  shown  at  all  downtown 
theatres  here  starting  February  1 . . . Tom 
C.  Clark  of  Washington,  assistant  U.S.  at- 
torney general  in  charge  of  the  antitrust  and 
criminal  divisions,  last  week  addressed  mem- 
bers of  the  Buffalo  Club  here.  He  said  more 
than  $100,000,000  have  been  recovered  by  the 
DofJ  in  its  investigations  of  war  frauds  per- 
petrated against  the  government  since  the 
war  began. 

Eli  W.  Goldstein,  architect  and  designer  of 
several  Buffalo  area  theatres,  died  January 
21  at  Buffalo  General  Hospital  after  a short 
illness.  He  was  58.  He  drafted  the  plans 
for  the  Mercury  Theatre,  Dewey  Michael’s 
downtown  house,  and  the  Little  Theatre  in 
Delaware  Ave.,  which  later  was  converted 
into  Chez  Ami,  a night  club. 

Earl  Hubbard  of  the  20th  Century  Theatre 
has  bought  a 20  per  cent  interest  in  Buffalo 
This  Week,  a new  throw  magazine  distribut- 
ed by  hotels  among  transient  visitors  to  Buf- 
falo. Earl  was  approached  by  two  adver- 
tising-promotion men  who  started  the  sheet. 
They  asked  him  for  a theatre  ad.  Earl  got 
interested  and  not  only  placed  an  ad  for  the 
20th  Century,  but  bought  himself  a piece  of 
the  proposition.  First  issue  comes  off  the 
press  any  day  now,  and  it  looks  like  a good 
deal. 

The  fuel  situation  has  improved  slightly 
here  as  far  as  theatres  are  concerned.  Rail- 
road yards  are  being  freed  of  snow  which  for 
more  than  three  weeks  has  tied  up  deliveries 
of  coal  . . . The  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  has  presented  a plaque  to  Frederic 
Ullman  jr.,  former  Buffalonian  and  producer 
of  RKO’s  This  Is  America  documentary 
series.  The  award  was  for  “New  Americans,” 
a film  written  by  another  Buffalonian,  Ardis 
Smith,  former  dramatic  critic  for  the  Buf- 
falo Evening  News. 

Shea  Theatres  found  good  advertising 
copy  in  the  fact  that  every  one  of  the  year’s 
“ten  best”  pictures  was  shown  first  in  Buf- 
falo on  a Shea  screen.  That  means  the  Buf- 
falo, the  Great  Lakes  or  the  Hippodrome. 

The  Buffalo  will  celebrate  its  19th  anni- 
versary beginning  today  (27),  the  bill  includ- 
ing “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay”  on 
the  screen  and  Charlie  Spivak’s  orchestra  on 
the  stage,  with  Borrah  Minevitch’s  Har- 
monica Rascals,  Johnny  Puleo  and  Max  and 
His  Gang,  a dog  act,  on  the  stage.  General 
Manager  Vincent  R.  McFaul  said:  “We  are 
proud  of  the  record  we  have  maintained  dur- 
ing the  last  19  years  and  will  strive  to  im- 
prove the  record  within  the  next  year.”  The 
current  stage  show  is  the  first  for  the  house 
in  several  months. 

Reported  missing  in  action  over  Germany 
last  September  11,  Sgt.  Arthur  A.  McCaffrey, 
20,  former  head  usher  at  Shea’s  Lackawanna 
Theatre,  is  now  known  to  have  been  killed 
on  that  date.  Gunner  on  a B17  bomber,  Mc- 
Caffrey was  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
McCaffrey  who  have  received  a telegram 
from  the  war  department  informing  them 
of  his  death.  He  entered  the  service  March 
19,  1943. 


CLASS  DISTRIBUTION  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  SOUTH  — thru 

J(JOHN)  Q (O.K.) 

enkins  oc  .Bourgeois 

ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 
HARWOOD  AND  JACKSON  STS. 

Riverside  1884  DALLAS  1,  TEXAS 
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WASHINGTON 


ITreddie  Sapperstein,  former  ad  sales  manager 
with  20th-Fox,  now  stationed  at  the  Aber- 
deen Proving  Grounds,  got  his  sergeant’s 
stripes  . . . Ruth  Jaffee,  formerly  in  20th- 
Fox’s  cashier  department,  is  now  with  PRC. 

Mrs.  Mae  Manger  is  Leo's  new  clerk  in  the 
contract  department  . . . Booker  Vic  Wal- 
lace has  been  placed  in  1A  . . . Many  happy 
returns  to  Hazel  McCarthy. 

Mike  Leventhal,  Lord  Baltimore  Theatre, 
attended  the  Allied  meeting  in  Columbus  . . . 
Harry  Moller  reports  a small  fire  in  the  Dia- 
mond Theatre,  Selbyville,  Del. 

Sam  Wheeler  has  booked  his  “Wuthering 
Heights”  into  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  in 
Washington  and  in  the  Granby  Theatre,  Nor- 
folk, Va.  He  says  he  is  now  taking  dates  on 
“The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady.” 

Twentieth-Fox  Salesman  Sam  Diamond 
was  was  called  home  hurriedly  Saturday. 
There  was  a fire  in  the  basement  of  his  home. 

New  employe  in  the  advertising  department 
of  Warner  Theatres  is  Mrs.  Myrtle  Todd,  who 
will  handle  the  work  formerly  done  by  Miss 
Doris  Mullineaux.  Miss  Mullineaux  will  re- 
place Mrs.  Anne  De  Mello,  who  is  now  sec- 
retary to  Nat  Browne. 

Isabel  Baugh,  former  secretary  to  Charles 
McGowan,  was  presented  with  a pair  of  gold 
earrings  when  she  resigned  to  make  her  home 
in  Norfolk,  Va. 

Dorothy  Kolinsky,  publicity  department  of 
WB  Theatres,  sold  an  idea  for  a column  to 
the  new  junior  miss  magazine,  Seventeen. 

Elmo  Langley  is  the  new  mail  clerk  in  the 
contact  department  of  WB  Theatres  and 
Mary  Davis,  booking  department,  has  re- 
turned to  her  desk  after  a long  illness. 


Arthur  Killburg,  former  Apollo  Theatre 
manager,  is  now  back  with  Warner  Thea- 
tres as  relief  manager  at  the  Uptown,  while 
Walter  Cersley  is  ill.  Killsburg  will  be  as- 
signed to  a regular  post  when  Cersley  returns 
to  the  Uptown. 

Charles  McGowan,  Warner  Theatres  con- 
tact manager,  is  recuperating  from  a recent 
illness. 

“What’s  Your  Name?”  the  WAC  reel  pro- 
duced by  the  Army  Pictorial  Service  as  a 
tribute  to  the  unsung  foot  soldier  and  his 
comrade  on  the  home  front,  the  war  worker, 
is  getting  a big  play  in  all  the  theatres. 

At  Metro,  Buddy  Hall,  secretary  to  Rudolph 
Berger,  celebrated  her  birthday  last  week 
and  was  feted  at  a luncheon. 

Booker  Henry  Ajello  of  M-G-M  is  back  on 
the  job  after  receiving  a physical  discharge 
from  the  army. 

Ethel  Risdon,  WB  booker,  is  the  grand- 
mother of  Linda  Lee,  born  several  weeks  ago. 
Baby’s  daddy  is  in  the  service. 

Dorothy  Small  of  M-G-M  was  sent  to 
Emergency  Hospital  for  an  emergency  opera- 
tion . . . Master  Booker  Tom  Grady  is  in 
from  the  home  office  to  confer  with  Rudolph 
Berger  and  John  Allen. 

Leo’s  salesman,  Phil  Bobys,  is  back  on  the 
job  again. 

Fred  Bund,  Army  Motion  Picture  Service, 
has  returned  to  Washington  . . . Herman 
Wobber  has  called  a meeting  of  the  20th- 
Fox  sales  and  booking  staffs  for  Monday, 
January  29. 

Denver  Aleshire,  Page  and  Bridge  thea- 
tres, Luray,  Va.,  was  in  town  last  week  . . . 


Hank  Wall,  Warners  publicity  department, 
has  resigned  to  assume  a position  in  New 
York. 

Sidney  Gates  came  in  from  Portsmouth 
last  week  . . . The  20th-Fox  porter,  Robert 
Smith,  is  on  vacation  and  his  brother,  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt  Smith,  is  doing  his  chores. 

Carter  Barron  was  host  at  a press  dinner 
in  honor  of  little  eight-year-old  Margaret 
O’Brien. 

Myrna  Loy  was  in  town  last  week  . . . Also 
in  town  this  week  was  Louis  Schine,  who 
came  in  to  attend  the  President’s  inaugural 
dinner. 

Sara  Young  is  entertaining  her  sister-in- 
law,  Mrs.  Rita  Shurdut,  from  Brookline,  Mass. 

The  RKO  sales  staff  attended  a drive 
meeting  in  Philadelphia  called  by  Bob 
Folliard,  drive  captain,  in  connection  with 
the  Ned  Depinet  campaign. 

Eddie  Perotka,  Aero  and  Victory  theatres, 
Baltimore,  has  been  appointed  in  charge  of 
Middle  River  District  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
. . . Frank  Hornig,  Horn  Theatre,  has  made 
such  good  progress  that  his  doctor  permits 
him  to  visit  the  theatre  again. 

Bill  Michalson,  20th-Fox  exploiteer,  spent 
several  days  in  Baltimore  setting  up  a pub- 
licity campaign  on  the  next  attraction  at  the 
New  Theatre,  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom.” 

Claude  C.  Bourne,  assistant  manager  and 
treasurer  of  RKO  Keith’s  Theatre  here,  was 
married  to  Miss  Dorothy  Fredericks  of  Albu- 
querque. Mrs.  Bourne  is  a WAVE  and  is 
stationed  in  Washington. 

Ice-Capades  Charity  Fete 
Discussed  in  the  Capital 

WASHINGTON — Carter  Barron  and  Sam 
Galanty  called  a luncheon  meeting  of  their 
committee  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  suc- 
cessfully putting  over  the  special  matinee 
performance  of  the  Ice-Capades  show  at 
Uline’s  Arena  on  February  20,  proceeds  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  Variety  Club  welfare  fund. 

The  committee  includes  Frank  Boucher, 
campaign  director;  George  Wheeler,  WRC, 
radio  chairman;  Hank  Shields  and  Tom 
Baldridge,  publicity  committee;  C.  E.  Pep- 
piatt,  open  house  for  Ice-Capades  on  Feb- 
ruary 12;  Sam  Wheeler,  ticket  committee; 
Rudy  Berger  and  Fred  Kogod,  in  charge  of 
groups  and  organizations;  John  S.  Allen,  in 
charge  of  exchanges;  Sara  S.  Young,  wom- 
en’s committee;  Harry  Bachman,  Clark  Davis 
and  Leon  Makover,  special  sales  in  club 
rooms;  Emil  Holz,  union  organizations  and 
sales;  Harry  Coonin  and  Arthur  Jacobson, 
ticket  agencies. 

Additional  Film  Stars 
For  Washington  Balls 

WASHINGTON  — The  President’s  Birth- 
day Ball  committee  announces  the  following 
additional  stars  who  will  be  in  Washington 
on  January  29-30:  Monty  Woolley,  Linda 
Darnell,  Victor  Borge,  Gary  Cooper,  Danny 
Kaye,  Veronica  Lake,  Alan  Ladd,  Joe  E. 
Brown,  Gale  Storm,  Jane  Wyman,  Victor 
Moore,  Charles  Bickford,  George  Murphy 
and  Virginia  O’Brien. 

All  the  stars  will  attend  the  official  dinner 
at  the  Mayflower  Hotel  on  January  29,  fol- 
lowed by  appearances  at  the  midnight  shows 
at  the  Earle,  Capitol  and  Howard  theatres. 
On  Tuesday,  January  30,  they  will  make  ap- 
pearances at  the  Birthday  Balls  at  the  Wil- 
lard, Shoreham,  Statler,  Wardman  Park, 
Mayflower  and  Washington  hotels,  as  well  as 
at  the  Lincoln  Colonnade  and  Stage  Door 
Canteen. 


WASHINGTON  SAYS  FAREWELL— Hardie  Meakin  (left),  for  many  years 
manager  of  RKO’s  Keith’s,  Washington,  is  honored  at  a party  of  his  friends  in 
the  capital.  Fred  Kogod,  chief  barker  of  Variety,  presents  a set  of  traveling  bags. 
Meakin  has  been  named  as  assistant  division  manager  in  Cincinnati.  He  will 
make  his  headquarters  at  Cincinnati,  but  will  continue  to  supervise  the  Wash- 
ington Theatre. 
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THE  PRODUCTION  CENTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Voting  Started  on  17th 
Annual  AMP  AS  Oscars 


MCA  Profit-Sharing 
Trust  for  Employes 

Establishing  a precedent  for  talent  agencies, 
MCA  Artists,  Ltd.,  a branch  of  Music  Corp. 
of  America,  has  inaugurated  a profit-shar- 
ing trust.  Announcement  of  the  plan  came 
from  Jules  C.  Stein,  head  of  MCA. 

The  trust  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  employes 
and  officers  and  provides  retirement  and 
other  benefits  to  those  who  now  have,  and 
to  others  who  in  the  future  will  have  com- 
pleted six  years  of  service  with  any  of  the 
MCA  companies.  Complete  details  were  prom- 
ised employes  when  final  approval  is  re- 
ceived from  the  U.S.  treasury  department. 

A committee,  members  of  which  are  the 
board  of  directors,  has  been  placed  in  com- 
plete charge  of  the  management  and  opera- 
tion of  all  MCA  companies,  and  consists  of 
the  following:  Karl  Kramer,  Maurie  Lipsey, 
Charles  Miller,  Taft  Schreiber,  Lou  Wasser- 
man,  David  Werblin  and  J.  C.  Stein. 

Officers  of  the  MCA  companies  are:  Presi- 
dent and  chairman  of  the  board,  J.  C.  Stein; 
vice-presidents,  Earl  Bailey,  DeArv  Barton, 
Jack  Bertell,  Russell  Facchine,  Harry  Gradle, 
Harold  Hackett,  Karl  Kramer,  Maurie  Lip- 
sey, Bart  McHugh,  Charles  Miller,  Herbert 
Rosenthal,  Taft  Schreiber,  Norman  Steppe, 
Lou  Wasserman  and  David  Werblin. 

The  board  of  directors  elected  the  following 
new  vice-presidents:  Larry  Barnett,  James 
Breyley,  Mickey  Rockford  and  Morris  Schrier. 

Albert  Hackett  Becomes 
A Paramount  Megger 

Albert  Hackett  of  the  husband  and  wife 
writing  team  of  Hackett  and  Frances  Good- 
rich will  direct  as  well  as  write  under  the 
terms  of  a Paramount  contract  recently  ne- 
gotiated with  the  duo.  Their  initial  scriven- 
ing  chore  under  the  new  deal  is  “California,” 
a drama  of  that  state  in  its  early  days. 
Harry  Tugend  will  produce. 

Bert  Kulick,  Out  of  Navy, 

Is  Now  PRC  Producer 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Bert  Kulick,  USNR,  who  has 
been  placed  on  inactive  status  after  four 
years  of  service,  has  signed  a contract  as  pro- 
ducer for  PRC. 

Kulick,  with  Leon  Fromkess,  president  of 
the  company,  was  one  of  its  original  or- 
ganizers and  is  owner  of  the  distribution 
franchise  for  the  New  York  territory. 


Small  Signs  Blatt 

Producer  Edward  Small  has  signed  Edward 
Blatt,  former  Warner  director,  as  his  pro- 
duction associate.  Also  added  to  Small’s  staff 
was  Frank  Melford  who  will  function  as 
production  manager,  replacing  Frank  Mayo, 
resigned. 


More  than  9,000  creative  Hollywood  work- 
ers have  started  voting  in  the  first  step  to 
select  the  winners  of  the  17th  annual  awards 
of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences.  Nominations  ballots  have  been 
mailed  to  the  members  of  the  industry  who 
are  eligible  to  participate  in  the  voting. 
Nominations  voting  will  close  at  midnight, 
Wednesday,  January  31,  and  the  names  of 
the  nominees  from  whom  the  winners  will 
be  chosen  in  the  final  balloting  will  be  an- 
nounced the  morning  of  February  5. 

The  academy  board  of  governors  and  of- 
ficers are  urging  every  eligible  person  to 
vote  and  vote  as  early  as  possible.  Signed 
ballots'  are  mailed  to  the  auditing  firm  of 
Price  & Waterhouse,  which  will  count  the 
votes  and  certify  the  results. 

Nine  films  in  the  black-and-white  classi- 
fication and  seven  in  the  color  classification 
have  already  been  nominated  to  compete  for 
the  two  art  direction  awards  as  follows: 

“Address  Unknown,”  (Col) ; “Adventures 
of  Mark  Twain,”  <WB);  “Casanova  Brown,” 
(Int’l);  “Gaslight,”  (M-G-M) ; “Laura,” 
(20th-Fox) ; “No  Time  for  Love,”  (Para); 
“Since  You  Went  Away,”  (Sel. -Int’l) ; “Song 


of  the  Open  Road,”  (Charles  R.  Rodgers);’ 
“Step  Lively,”  (RKO). 

Pictures  nominated  for  color  art  direction 
honors  are: 

“The  Climax,”  (Univ) ; “Cover  Girl,”  (Col); 
“Desert  Song,”  iWB);  “Kismet,”  (M-G-M) ; 
“Lady  in  the  Dark,”  (Para) ; “Princess  and 
the  Pirate,”  (Goldwyn);  “Wilson,”  20th-Fox). 

Vivian  Blaine  Marries 
Manager  Manny  Frank 

LOS  ANGELES — Vivian  Blaine,  film  ac- 
tress, and  “Manny”  Frank,  her  manager,  were 
married  here  by  Superior  Judge  Edward 
Brand  January  10.  Linda  Darnell  was  ma- 
tron of  honor  and  W.  L.  Gordon,  at  whose 
home  the  ceremony  was  performed,  was  best 
man. 

Miss  Blaine  is  the  daughter  of  Lionel  Ste- 
pleton,  a theatrical  manager.  It  is  her  first 
marriage.  Frank  has  been  married  twice  be- 
fore. 


To  Pilot  "Janie  Gets  Married" 

David  Butler  is  set  to  pilot  Warners’  “Janie 
Gets  Married.” 


REDEDICATION  TO  NATION’S  SERVICE— The  film  capital,  through  the 
War  Activities  Committee,  Hollywood  division,  rededicated  itself  to  the  nation’s 
service,  and  launched  a stepped-up  program  for  the  coming  year,  after  board 
members  at  the  committee’s  annual  meeting  heard  government  representatives  de- 
scribe the  urgency  of  a concentrated  drive  toward  just  one  goal — the  shortening 
of  the  war. 

Photographed  at  the  luncheon  meeting  (left  to  right)  are  Taylor  M.  Mills, 
chief  of  the  domestic  film  bureau  of  Office  of  War  Information;  Tom  Baily,  new 
WAC  coordinator  for  Hollywood  division;  John  Cromwell,  president  of  Screen 
Directors  Guild,  new  chairman  of  the  WAC  Hollywood  division;  Francis  S. 
Harmon,  executive  vice-chairman  of  the  WAC  in  New  York. 
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Paramount  Biggies 
Lead  U.S.  Travel 

A bevy  of  Paramount  biggies  dominated 
the  news  of  coast-to-coast  travel  by  home 
office  and  studio  executives.  In  the  party 
arriving  for  a series  of  huddles  were  Charles 
Reagan,  company  sales  head,  making  his  first 
visit  to  the  lot  since  his  promotion  to  his 
present  post;  Robert  Gillham,  national  di- 
rector of  advertising  and  publicity;  George 
Smith,  western  division  manager;  Russell 
Holman;  John  Byram  and  Y.  Prank  Free- 
man, studio  chief,  who  returned  from  home 
office  conferences. 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s, 
Inc.,  returned  to  his  Gotham  headquarters 
after  spending  a week  at  Metro  studio.  He 
was  accompanied  east  by  Benjamin  Thau, 
production  executive.  Howard  Dietz,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  Leo’s  advertising  and 
publicity,  followed  them  to  New  York  a day 
later. 

Two  20th-Fox  home  office  executives,  Presi- 
dent Spyros  Skouras  and  Joseph  Moscowitz, 
went  back  to  their  headquarters  following 
studio  powwows. 

United  Artists  Producer  Charles  R.  Rogers 
was  back  at  the  studio  after  business  in 
Manhattan. 

Others  returning  from  New  York  were 
Harry  Cohn,  president  of  Columbia;  Edward 
Alperson,  20th-Fox  producer,  and  Bill  Pine 
of  Pine  & Thomas,  whose  product  is  dis- 
tributed by  Paramount. 

Leonard  Picker,  Columbia  producer,  left 
on  a three-week  trip  to  New  York. 

Bob  Goldstein,  eastern  representative  for 
William  Goetz  of  International  Pictures,  re- 
turned to  New  York  after  three  weeks  at  the 
studio. 

Koerner  Urges  Changes 
In  Charity  Methods 

A pair  of  recommendations  for  Hollywood’s 
future  charity  drives  were  incorporated  in 
Charles  W.  Koerner’s  final  report  on  the 
recent  War  Chest  drive,  the  permanent  chari- 
ties committee  disclosed.  The  report  shows 
a total  of  $1,170,407.67  pledged  by  24,751 
donors. 

In  both  industry  participation  and  money 
raised,  the  campaign  was  the  most  success- 
ful ever  conducted  in  the  film  colony. 

Koerner  suggested  that  hereafter  all  top- 
bracket  prospects  in  the  actors  and  direc- 
tors groups  should  be  solicited  by  members 
of  the  Artists  Managers  Guild. 

“I  believe  this  is  the  most  effective  way 
of  securing  adequate  contributions  from  large 
earners,”  said  Koerner,  adding  his  belief 
that  drives  would  be  materially  shortened  by 
such  procedure. 

He  also  suggested  that  solicitation  of  the 
producer-executive  group  should  be  handled 
personally  by  the  head  of  each  studio. 

PRC  Execs  to  Huddle 
On  Foreign  Sales 

Roberto  S.  Socas,  manager  of  PRC’s  in- 
ternational department,  is  due  in  from  New 
York  for  huddles  at  the  studio  with  Leon 
Fromkess,  the  company’s  president,  concern- 
ing future  foreign  sales  policy.  Leo  J.  Mc- 
Carthy, general  sales  manager,  is  expected  to 
arrive  about  the  same  time  as  Socas,  fol- 
lowing brief  stops  at  several  exchanges  en 
route  from  Manhattan. 


Rubine  Quits  Cowan 

Irving  Rubine,  executive  assistant  to  Pro- 
ducer Lester  Cowan  for  the  past  year,  will 
terminate  his  association  with  the  outfit  on 
February  3. 


Hollywood 
At  War 


A final  total  of  eight  stars  was  set  by  the 
Hollywood  Victory  Committee  to  help  cli- 
max the  annual  drive  of  the  National 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis,  Inc.,  with 
appearances  at  the  President’s  birthday  cele- 
bration at  Washington  January  29-30.  They 
are  Joe  E.  Brown,  Jane  Wyman,  Charles 
Bickford,  Gary  Cooper,  Danny  Kaye,  Alan 
Ladd,  Veronica  Lake  and  Gale  Storm.  More 
than  a dozen  Hollywood  headliners  will  go 
to  the  nation’s  capital,  however,  for  the 
events  sponsored  by  the  White  House,  and 
will  be  White  House  guests.  Events  will  in- 
clude an  official  reception  at  the  District  of 
Columbia  commissioner’s  office,  theatre  ap- 
pearances in  behalf  of  the  drive  and  appear- 
ances at  birthday  balls  at  nine  Washington 
hotels. 

Other  help-win-the-war  activities  by  Hol- 
ly woodians  included: 

Ginny  Simms  went  to  San  Francisco  to 
appear  with  a British  air  force  band  which 
is  touring  this  country  to  stimulate  war  bond 
sales. 

Jack  Haley,  Peter  Lorre,  Boris  Karloff, 
Connie  Haines,  Jane  Wyman,  the  Pied 
Pipers,  Elvia  Allman  and  Mel  Blanc  visited 
the  Hollywood  Canteen  to  record  a GI  Jour- 
nal overseas  transcription. 

Western  Star  Bill  Boyd  was  set  to  appear 
as  permanent  master  of  ceremonies  on 
Melody  Roundup.  The  program,  featuring 
western  music  with  a cowboy  guest  star,  is 
waxed  twice  a week  for  release  overseas  via 
16  shortwave  stations,  134  American  expedi- 
tionary stations,  two  naval  stations  and 
numerous  commercial  stations  outside  conti- 
nental U.S.  Roy  Rogers  was  selected  as 
guest  star  on  the  first  of  Boyd’s  series. 

Ida  Lupino,  Gloria  de  Haven,  Groucho 
Marx,  Robert  Benchley,  Carlos  Ramirez  and 
the  Gene  Krupa  trio  records  a Mail  Call 
transcription  for  overseas. 

Ben  Carter  and  Manton  Moreland  returned 
to  the  Jubilee  overseas  series,  with  Lucky 
Millinder  and  band,  Rose  Murphy,  Judy 
Carroll  and  Slim  and  Bam. 

Sandrich  Will  Direct 
"Oscar"  Presentation 

March  Sandrich  has  been  appointed  pro- 
duction director  for  the  17th  annual  academy 
awards  presentation,  to  be  held  at  Grauman’s 
Chinese  Theatre,  March  15.  Sandrich  will 
have  charge  of  arranging  and  staging  the 
program  which  will  precede  the  presentation 
of  the  statuettes  to  the  winners.  Last  year’s 
show  was  directed  by  Marco. 


Freeman  Says  He  Sought 
Ginsberg  Appointment 

New  York — Apparently  aiming  to  set 
at  rest  speculation  about  the  new  Para- 
mount studio  setup,  Y.  Frank  Freeman 
said  last  week  that  he  had  requested  the 
appointment  of  Henry  Ginsberg  as  pro- 
duction head. 

The  studio  is  in  better  shape  “than  it 
has  been  in  a long  time,”  he  said.  He 
said  he  was  happy  over  the  outlook  and 
told  his  listeners  they  could  “look  for- 
ward to  still  greater  things  from  Para- 
mount.” 


Extras'  Pay  Roll  Dives 
During  Union  Row 

While  Hollywood  extras  were  deciding  dur- 
ing December  as  to  their  future  union  af- 
filiations, their  revenue  did  a nose  dive  to 
the  tune  of  approximately  $100,000  as  com- 
pared to  the  previous  month. 

In  its  monthly  recapitulation  of  extra 
placements,  Central  Casting  revealed  place- 
ments in  the  principal  wage  rates  for  the 
month  as  follows: 

$ 5.50  187 

8.25  2,508 

10.50  12,749 

16.50  2,827 

There  were  a total  of  18,496  placements, 

having  a total  dollar  value,  including  over- 
time and  adjustments,  of  $247,541.16.  There 
was  a daily  average  of  804  placements.  The 
average  daily  wage  was  $13.38. 

The  average  placements  were  down  in 
excess  of  100  per  day.  Total  placements 
dropped  almost  10,000.  December  of  1944 
was  substantially  below  the  placement  ac- 
tivity in  December  1943  the  dollar  difference 
again  being  in  excess  of  $100,000. 

Chill  Wills  Troupe  Is 
Highly  Commended 

Official  commendation  for  Chill  Wills  and 
others  of  the  USO-Camp  Shows  troupe  which 
recently  entertained  GIs  in  Labrador,  Green- 
land and  Iceland,  has  been  received  by  the 
Hollywood  Victory  Committee. 

Signed  by  Lieut.  Col.  B.  R.  J.  Hassell,  com- 
manding the  1383rd  AAF  base  unit,  north 
Atlantic  division  of  the  air  transport  com- 
mand, the  communication  said: 

“This  command  takes  great  pleasure  in 
commending  members  of  USO  Troupe  377  for 
the  excellent  entertainment  provided  per- 
sonnel of  this  base  during  their  recent  visit 
here. 

“The  troupe,  headed  by  the  Hollywood 
movie  star,  Mr.  Chill  Wills,  included  Lynn 
Arlen,  Therese  Rudolph,  Ted  Trout  and 
Mickie,  and  Bernie  Dolan,  pianist  and  ac- 
companist, and  was  accorded  a tremendous 
reception  at  every  performance.  During  their 
stay  in  APO  677,  Troupe  377  played  for  both 
American  and  Canadian  personnel. 

“In  addition  to  the  numerous  regularly 
scheduled  performances,  the  troupe  cooper- 
ated graciously  in  attending  various  func- 
tions tendered  them  by  the  enlisted  personnel 
of  the  base.  They  are  to  be  highly  com- 
mended.” 

Wills  spent  ten  weeks  with  the  troupe  at 
North  Atlantic  outposts. 

Foreign  Film  News  Men 
Present  Plans  for  1945 

Preparatory  to  meeting  future  problems  in 
worldwide  industry  public  relations,  the  pub- 
lic information  committee  met  with  the  in- 
ternational subcommittee,  which  presented  a 
planning  report  for  1945.  The  subcommittee, 
under  chairmanship  of  Dick  Morean,  is  com- 
posed of  studio  publicity  contracts  for  the 
foreign  press. 

Forty-seven  correspondents  now  in  Holly- 
wood represent  125  publications  of  24  foreign 
countries,  and  the  number  is  expected  to 
double  with  the  coming  of  peace.  Volume  of 
film  news  and  art  being  sent  abroad  already 
is  increasing  rapidly,  said  Morean,  citing  as 
an  example  Australia,  where  paper  restric- 
tions have  been  lifted. 


Mona  Barrie  to  PRC 

Mona  Barrie  has  been  signed  by  PRC  as 
fashion  designer  for  the  company.  She  for- 
merly was  connected  with  Pine-Thomas  in 
the  same  capacity. 
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$200,000  Ad  Budget 
For  "A  Pleasure" 

William  Goetz  and  Leo  Spitz  of  Interna- 
tional Pictures  have  approved  a preselling 
advertising  and  exploitation  budget  exceed- 
ing a reported  $200,000  on  the  color  film, 
“It’s  a Pleasure,”  to  be  released  nationwide 
through  RKO  Radio  during  Easter  week. 
Budget  carries  radio  coverage  in  addition 
to  series  of  newspaper  ads  supplementing  co- 
operative newspaper  campaigns  in  key  cities. 

Gloria  Jean  Shifts  Her 
Contract  to  E.  Sherman 

Gloria  Jean  has  amicably  wound  up  her 
acting  contract  with  Universal  and  gone 
under  the  exclusive  management  of  Eddie 
Sherman,  who  has  booked  her  for  a 12-week 
personal  appearance  tour  starting  at  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  New  York,  February  15.  Her 
last  two  films  for  Universal  were  “Fairy 
Tale  Murder”  and  “Easy  to  Look  at,”  both 
of  which  are  completed  and  being  held  for 
future  release. 

Roy  Mack's  New  Chief 
At  Camp  Shows  Branch 

Roy  Mack  has  been  appointed  to  succeed 
Ed  Lowry  in  charge  of  the  west  coast  branch 
of  USO-Camp  Shows,  Inc.  Mack,  former 
film  director  and  production  executive  who 
has  been  associated  with  Hollywood  Victory 
Committee  and  Camp  Shows  for  a year  and 
a half,  and  has  been  Lowry’s  assistant  for 
several  months,  will  take  over  his  new  post 
February  1. 


Back  From  Iberian  Lands 
Exploiting  "Went  Away" 

B.  P.  Schulberg  returned  to  Hollywood 
from  a three-month  trip  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal in  connection  with  foreign  exploitation 
of  David  O.  Selznick’s  “Since  You  Went 
Away,”  and  has  resumed  his  duties  as  ad- 
ministrative executive  in  the  Selznick  organ- 
ization. 

Universal  Now  to  Make 
A Mauve  Decade  Film 

Universal  Producer-Director  George  Wagg- 
ner  has  signed  Curt  Siodmak  to  write  an 
original  screenplay  to  star  Susanna  Foster 
with  the  Chicago  world’s  fair  of  1893  as  a 
background.  It  will  be  filmed  in  color  with 
Waggner  producing  and  directing. 


Columbia  Bond  Record 

Harry  Cohn,  president  of  Columbia,  has  an- 
nounced that  purchases  of  war  bonds  total- 
ing $2,903,462.50  during  the  Sixth  War  Loan 
drive  established  a new  record  for  Columbia. 
The  company’s  quota  was  $3,400,000,  and  the 
final  total  represents  purchases  made  by 
the  employes,  the  sales  of  war  bonds  for 
which  Columbia  personnel  was  responsible, 
and  purchases  made  by  the  corporation. 


Heads  PRC  Makeup  Set 

Buddy  Westmore  has  been  signed  to  a 
long-term  contract  by  PRC  to  head  an  en- 
larged makeup  department  which  will  func- 
tion for  all  independent  producers  on  the 
lot  as  well  as  PRC’s  own  pictures. 


Harry  Engel  Resigns 

Harry  Engel,  Republic  casting  director,  has 
turned  in  his  resignation,  effective  February  1. 


CONSIDERING  that  the  Annual  Awards 
event  of  the  Motion  Picture  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  is  less  than  two 
months  distant,  surprisingly  light  has  been 
the  beating  of  publicity  departments’  tom- 
toms in  behalf  of  their  respective  candidates 
for  the  various  kudos. 

Normally  at  this  point  in  the  game,  the 
blurb  chieftains  are  employing  every  means 
— from  attempted  subtleties  to  obvious  bom- 
bast— in  their  attempts  to  build  their  pet 
entries  into  formidable  contenders. 

This  year’s  lack  of  such  tactics  may  be 
attributable  to  the  presence  of  an  unusually 
outstanding  favorite,  Paramount’s  “Going 
My  Way.”  So  many  have  been  the  assorted 
accolades  bestowed  upon  the  Leo  McCarey 
production  and  its  cast  toplines  by  press  and 
public  that  Hollywood  railbirds  seem  to  be 
content  with  the  consensus  that  the  film  is 
a cinch  for  a lion’s  share  of  Academy  honors, 
most  especially  the  Oscars  for  the  year’s  best 
picture,  best  performance  by  an  actor  (Bing 
Crosby),  best  performance  by  a supporting 
actor  (Barry  Fitzgerald)  and  best  direction 
(McCarey). 

There  has  been  feeble  evidence  of  tries  by 
Harry  Brand’s  20th-Fox  publicists  to  develop 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck’s  “Wilson”  into  a short- 
odds  bidder  for  recognition.  And  David  O. 
Selznick,  through  a series  of  tradepaper 
advertisements,  has  been  reminding  the  film 
capital  that  his  stable  of  thoroughbreds  is 
worthy  of  consideration  in  any  race.  Fur- 
ther than  that,  the  ardor  has  been  strangely 
deficient. 

Unless  the  praise  pundits  soon  start  talk- 
ing it  up  for  some  of  the  long  shots,  the 
yearly  Oscar  derby  may  be  even  duller  than 
usual — and  that  would  create  an  inconceiv- 
able new  low  in  boredom. 


Which  set  of  circumstances  adds  weight  to 
the  irrefutable  logic  of  an  “open  letter”  re- 
cently addressed  to  the  Academy  by  Harry 
Cohn,  president  of  Columbia  Pictures.  Con- 
tended Cohn: 

“In  every  form  of  competition,  whether  it 
be  a horse  race,  an  essay  contest,  or  a 
spelling  bee,  it  has  long  been  the  American 
tradition  to  give  recognition — and  prizes — 
not  only  to  the  winner  of  the  event  but  also 
to  the  competitors  who  finish  in  second  and 
third  places. 

“There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this 
custom  should  be  heeded  by  the  Academy 
of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  in  its 
annual  awards  for  professional  achievement. 

“Giving  some  form  of  recognition  to  the 
runnersup  for  these  awards  would  un- 
doubtedly better  carry  out  the  whole  intent 
of  the  annual  competition,  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly tend  to  foster  good  will  within  the 
industry. 

“After  all,  the  company  or  individual 
whose  work  has  been  adjudged  the  second 
or  third  best  in  its  line  has  done  a job  that 
must  have  been  well  above  average.  Why 
not  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  job 
has  been  superlatively  well  done  even  if  it 
isn’t  the  one  top  achievement  in  its  line? 

“Announcement  of  the  identity  of  the  sec- 


ond and  third  choices  for  each  award  would 
be  better  than  no  recognition  at  all.  It 
would  be  still  more  fitting  if  especial  scrolls 
were  presented  to  the  second  and  third  place 
winners. 

“There’s  no  doubt  that  the  second  and 
third  place  announcements  will  be  rewards 
keenly  treasured  by  their  recipients,  and 
that  through  the  years  they  will  acquire 
their  own  tradition  of  importance.” 

Those  master  minds  who  control  the 
Academy  could  do  worse  than  give  serious 
consideration  to  President  Cohn’s  suggestion 
for  place  and  show  money.  It  might  save 
their  horse  race. 


Modesty  note: 

A release  from  the  Hollywood  Writers 
Mobilization  anent  the  premiere  of  Lester 
Cowan’s  “Tomorrow  the  World,”  which  debut 
is  being  staged  by  the  Hollywood  Writers 
Mobilization,  declares: 

“.  . . the  premiere  will  emphasize  brains 
as  well  as  bright  lights  . . .” 


The  Coals-to-Newcastle  department  was 
amply  served  by  the  following  headline  from 
Whitney  Bolton,  silk  stocking  savant  of 
superlatives: 

“FILM  CREW  CARRIES 

ITS  FOG  TO  FRISCO” 


A vast  vista  of  possibilities  is  opened  by 
RKO  Radio’s  decision  to  pounce  upon  a cur- 
rent shortage  as  material  for  a short  subject 
titled  “What,  No  Cigarets?”  Edgar  Kennedy 
will  star,  Hal  Yates  direct  and  George  Bilson 
produce. 

Virtually  every  popular  product  could  be 
similarly  treated,  with  one  exception: 

The  press  and  public  wouldn’t  stand  for  a 
“What,  No  Ham?”  coming  from  a Hollywood 
film  foundry. 


PIGEON 


HALTS  FILM 
— Tradepaper  headline 


Just  another  evil 


of  the  gin  rummy  craze. 


This  week’s  opportunist  note  is  supplied  by 
Alex  Evelove’s  busy  Burbankian  blurbers,  to 
wit: 

“Studio  police  were  assigned  to  guard  sev- 
eral boxes  of  cigarets  on  ‘Mildred  Pierce’ 
set  at  Warner  Bros,  over  weekend.” 

And  who,  pray,  watched  the  policemen? 


Paramount  praisers  inform  that  the  edi- 
tors of  American  Forests,  official  publica- 
tion of  The  American  Forestry  Ass’n,  have 
requested  DeMille  to  contribute  an  article 
for  the  magazine’s  March  issue. 

Recommended  subject:  Wooden  bathtubs. 


Universal  Gets  Award 

Universal  Studio  has  received  a star  award 
from  the  treasury  department  to  be  added  to 
the  Minute  Man  flag  for  exceeding  their 
quota  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  and  full  plant 
participation. 


John  Joseph  Elected 

John  Joseph,  advertising  and  publicity 
director  of  Universal,  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  public  information  committee  for  the 
next  six-month  term.  He  succeeds  Harry 
Brand. 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Warners 

"Janie  Gets  Married"  to  be  piloted  by  DAVID 


Barnstormers 


Monogram 

JOHNNY  MACK  BROWN  with  a cast  of  12  in  a 
western  vaudeville  show,  is  scheduled  to  leave  next 
month  on  a west  coast  tour.  Dates  so  far  in- 
clude: February  17-18  at  the  Capiol,  Yakima,  Wash.; 
week  of  he  19th  at  the  Palomar,  Seattle,  and  week 
of  February  26  at  the  Beacon,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

Blurbers 

Columbia 

MURPHY  McHENRY  checked  out  of  RKO  Radio's 
publicity  department  and  joined  Sol  Siegel,  George 
Abbott  and  F.  Hugh  Herbert  Productions  as  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity. 

Briefies 

RKO  Radio 

A two-reel  comedy  based  on  the  cigaret  shortage 
and  titled  "What,  No  Cigarets?"  will  be  piloted  by 
HAL  YATES,  with  GEORGE  R.  BILSON  producing, 
and  Edgar  Kennedy  starring. 

Universal 

WILL  COWAN  to  direct  and  produce  the  Ted 
Fio  Rito  musical  short. 

Cleffers 

Columbia 

LOUIS  GRUENBERG  will  do  the  background  score 
for  "Counter-Attack."  Similar  chore  given  to  PAUL 
SAWTELLE  on  "The  Power  of  the  Whistler." 

PRC  Pictures 

MARVIN  HADLEY  engaged  to  do  musical  score 
for  "Hollywood  and  Vine." 

Universal 

Musical  director  assignments:  FRANK  SKINNER, 
"Night  in  Paradise";  EDWARD  WARD,  "Song  of 
the  Sarong,"  and  EDGAR  "COOKIE"  FAIRCHILD, 
"The  Naughty  Nineties." 

Loanouts 


Columbia 

Shirley  Temple  will  be  borrowed  from  David  O. 
Selznick  to  play  in  "Kiss  and  Tell." 

SCOTT  ELLIOTT,  loaned  from  20th-Fox;  SCOTT 
McKAY,  borrowed  from  Selznick,  and  VIRGINIA 
WELLES,  on  loanout  from  Paramount,  join  cast  of 
"Kiss  and  Tell." 

Paramount 

Pine  and  Thomas,  producers,  have  borrowed 
MYRON  BARR  from  Paramount  for  "Follow  That 
Woman." 

Universal 

RALPH  BELLAMY  borrowed  from  Hunt  Stromberg 
Productions  for  "Lady  on  a Train." 

Meggers 


Independents 

SOL  LESSER,  producer,  has  slated  "Tarzan  and 
the  Leopard  Men"  for  early  production  to  star 
Johnny  Weissmuller,  Brenda  loyce  and  Johnny  Shef- 
field. Story  is  an  original  by  Carroll  Young  who 
will  also  do  the  adaptation. 

Metro 

"Death  in  a Doll's  House"  to  be  guided  by  ROY 
ROWLAND. 

Monogram 

SAM  KATZMAN  and  JACK  DIETZ  set  to  produce 
"The  County  Fair." 

"Trail  Town  Fever"  will  be  piloted  by  LAMBERT 
H1LLYER. 

PRC  Pictures 

FRED  JACKSON's  first  as  associate  producer  will 
be  "Two  Tickets  to  Heaven,"  with  AL  HERMAN 
directing. 

RKO  Radio 

JOHN  H.  AUER,  producer,  has  had  his  option 
lifted. 

RAY  ENRIGHT  gets  the  directorial  reins  on  "Man 
Alive,"  and  THEORN  WARTH  has  been  assigned  as 
associate  producer. 

Republic 

Options  renewed  on  JOHN  ENGLISH,  SPENCER 
BENNETT  and  BUD  GEARY,  directors. 

United  Artists 

Production  reins  on  David  O.  Selznick's  "Some 
Must  Watch,"  have  been  assigned  to  DORE  SCHARY, 
who  will  be  assisted  by  PAUL  STEWART. 

Universal 

JEAN  YARBROUGH,  director,  has  option  lifted. 

Option  has  been  renewed  on  LEWIS  COLLINS, 
megger,  and  he  has  been  assigned  to  codireci 
"Secret  Agent  X9”  with  RAY  TAYLOR. 


BUTLER. 

Options 

Columbia 

NANETTE  PARKS,  Pasadena  Community  Playhouse 
discovery,  will  debut  in  "Over  21." 

CHESTER  MORRIS  signed  to  contract  calling  for 
four  more  pictures  in  1945  and  1946. 

FRANK  SULLY  contracted  to  play  in  all  Boston 
Blackie  pictures. 

Metro 

ANGELA  LANSBURY  has  been  assigned  a role  in 
"The  Harvey  Girls." 

MARGARET  O'BRIEN  is  slated  to  star  in  "The 
Face  of  Heaven,"  an  original  being  penned  by 
Robert  Nathan.  Joseph  Pasternak  will  produce  the 
film  which  concerns  a little  girl,  a young  com- 
poser and  his  wife. 

ILONA  MASSEY,  JOSE  ITURBI,  XAVIER  CUGAT 
and  JANE  POWELL  set  to  topline  in  "Holiday  in 
Mexico." 

BEN  BLUE  has  been  added  to  the  cast  of  "Early 
to  Wed." 

Monogram 

ACQUANETTA  to  star  in  "Voodoo  Queen.” 

ROBERT  HOMANN  joins  cast  of  current  Charlie 
Chan  film,  still  untitled. 

Paramount 

MARY  HATCHER,  16-year-old  coloratura  soprano, 
given  a new  six-month  contract. 

AUDREY  WESTPHAL  and  CLARKE  EGGLESTON 
optioned  for  another  six  months. 

JUAN  TORENA,  star  of  Spanish  version  films, 
joins  cast  of  "Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

Comedy  stint  in  "Too  Good  to  Be  , True"  handed 
to  SPEC  O'DONNELL. 

Added  to  cast  of  "Masquerade  in  Mexico"  is 
FRANK  FAYLEN. 

PAUL  DRAPER,  dancer,  signed  to  costar  with  Bing 
Crosby  in  "Blue  Skies." 

EDDIE  LAUGHTON  and  WILLIAM  NEWELL  have 
been  cast  in  "Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

LOU  LUBIN  inked  for  petty  crook  role  in  "Too 
Good  to  Be  True." 

Top  character  role  in  "The  Stork  .Club"  will  be 
played  by  BARRY  FITZGERALD. 

JOHN  LUND  signed  to  a long  termer. 

RKO  Radio 

MINNA  GOMBELL  inked  for  role  in  "Man  Alive." 

Femme  lead  in  "The  Most  Dangerous  Game"  given 
AUDREY  LONG. 

BORIS  KARLOFF  has  been  given  a new  pact  call- 
ing for  three  pictures  during  next  two  years. 

Cast  for  featured  spot  in  "The  Most  Dangerous 
Game"  is  RUSSELL  WADE. 

JACK  HALEY  has  been  signed  to  a new  contract 
calling  for  one  picture  a year  for  next  two  years. 


NEW  SALT  LAKE  MANAGER— Carl 
P.  Hedley,  former  M-G-M  salesman,  was 
recently  promoted  to  the  branch  mana- 
ger’s post  at  Salt  Lake  City.  He  succeeds 
Sam  J.  Gardner,  who  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Los  Angeles. 

Left  to  right  (standing) : Gardner 
George  A.  Hickey,  western  district  man- 
ager, and  Pvt.  William  F.  Rodgers  jr., 
son  of  M-G-M’s  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager. 


Cast  of  "George  White's  Scandals  of  1945"  adds 
BETTEJANE  GREER. 

EDGAR  BARRIER,  AUDREY  LONG  and  RUSSELL 
WA.DE  check  into  "The  Most  Dangerous  Game." 

"Man  Alive"  has  RUDY  VALLEE  in  featured  role. 

Romantic  lead  in  "George  White's  Scandals" 
given  to  PHILLIP  TERRY. 

Male  lead  in  "The  Most  Dangerous  Game"  goes 
to  JOHN  LODER. 

Republic 

Option  has  been  picked  up  on  JANET  MARTIN 
who  is  set  for  featured  spot  in  "Bells  of  Rosarita." 

MARTIN  LAMONT  and  HELEN  TALBOT  cast  for 
principal  roles  in  "Federal  Operator  99,"  chapter 
film.  Other  assignments  are  GEORGE  LEWIS,  LORNA 
GRAY  and  EARLE  NORTH. 

A new  long-term  contract  signed  by  STEPHANIE 
BACHELOR. 

20th  Century-Fox 

"Centennial  Summer,"  technical  musical,  will 
topline  MONTY  WOOLLEY  and  JEANNE  CRAIN. 

United  Artists 

RANDOLPH  SCOTT  set  for  a topline  in  Benedict 
Bogeaus'  "Captain  Kidd"  with  BARBARA  BRITTON 
playing  femme  lead. 

JOSEPH  COTTEN  will  costar  with  Ingrid  Bergman 
in  David  O.  Selznick's  "The  Scarlet  Lily." 

Universal 

Optioned  renewed  on  ANN  BLYTH. 

Top  character  stint  in  "Lady  on  a Train"  given 
GEORGE  COULOURIS. 

DAN  DURYEA  inked  for  a role  in  "Lady  on  a 
Train, 

Warners 

BARBARA  BROWN  cast  for  a role  in  "Too  Young 
to  Know,"  and  "Danger  Signal." 

HELEN  PENDER,  newcomer,  signed  to  a long-term 
pact. 

FAYE  EMERSON  gets  femme  topline  in  "Danger 
Signal." 

Important  part  in  "Danger  Signal"  has  been 
given  to  ANGELA  GREENE. 

Contracts  renewed  on:  JOYCE  REYNOLDS,  FAYE 
EMERSON,  ROBERT  HUTTON,  ROBERT  ARTHUR, 
DOROTHY  MALONE,  JOHN  MILES  and  PAT  CLARK. 

Set  to  join  the  cast  of  "Danger  Signal"  are 
BRUCE  BENNETT  and  ROSEMARY  DECAMP. 

ARTHUR  SHIELDS  has  been  signed  to  a long 
termer.  His  first  assignment  will  be  in  “Too  Young 
tc  Know,"  with  second  femme  lead  going  to 
DOLORES  MORAN. 

MORONI  OLSEN  will  play  Captain  Burroughs  in 
"This  Love  of  Ours." 

Scripters 

Columbia 

Polishing  job  on  "Double  Date"  assigned  to 
ERNA  LAZARUS. 

PAUL  YAWITZ  assigned  to  script  "I  Love  a Band- 
leader” for  Michel  Kraike,  producer. 

CHARLES  MARION  inked  to  write  screenplay  of 
"Hayfoot,  S’trawfoot,"  Judy  Canova  starrer. 

Metro 

FERENC  MOLNAR,  New  York  playwright,  signed 
to  write  his  first  original  screenplay,  "Daddy  Is  a 
Wolf,"  for  Joe  Pasternak,  producer. 

Paramount 

JACK  PATRICK  has  been  engaged  to  develop  a 
story  titled  "Dishonorable  Discharge"  for  Hal 
Wallis. 

I.  A.  BEZZERIDES  inked  to  a long-term  writing 
contract. 

PRC  Pictures 

Scrivening  chore  on  "End  of  Night"  goes  to 
MARTIN  GOLDSMITH. 

RKO  Radio 

ARTHUR  V.  JONES  will  script  "Riverboat  Rhythm" 
from  Robert  Faber's  original,  to  be  produced  by 
Nat  Holt  under  the  executive  supervision  of  Jack 
Gross. 

Screenplay  chore  for  "Chicago  Lulu,”  based  on 
story  of  the  same  name,  by  Wayne  Whittaker,  as- 
signed to  OLIVE  COOPER. 

Writing  chore  on  "Lady's  Choice"  given  to  HER- 
MAN MANKIEWICZ.  The  original  by  Herbert  Clyde 
Lewis  and  M.  F.  Kohn  is  based  on  "D-Day  in  Las 
Vegas." 

20th  Century-Fox 

FREDERICK  HAZLETT  BRENNAN,  recently  released 
from  army,  has  been  signed  to  script  "Bird  of  Para- 
dise." 

TALBOT  JENNINGS  assigned  scrivening  chore  on 
"Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam." 

United  Artists 

ALLEN  RIVKIN  to  write  screenplay  for  next  Selz- 
nick International  picture,  "They  Dream  of  Home." 

ERSKINE  CALDWELL  has  been  signed  by  Ripley- 
Monter  Productions  to  write  the  screenplay  from 
the  Thomas  Wolfe  book,  "Look  Homeward,  Angel," 
tc  be  produced  for  Vanguard  Films. 

Andrew  Sone,  producer-director,  has  signed 
MALCOLM  STUART  BOYLAN  to  a 12-month  contract 
as  story  editor. 

Universal 

Screenplay  of  "Magic  in  Manhattan"  assigned  to 
JERRY  WARNER,  and  STANLEY  DAVIS  handed  simi- 
lar chore  on  "Serenade  for  Murder." 

HOWARD  DIMSDALE  has  been  assigned  to  write 
scieenplay  of  "Magic  in  Manhattan." 

PATRICIA  HARPER  has  completed  the  original 
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screenplay  of  "Girl  Next  Door"  and  will  collaborate 
on  "Secret  Agent  X9,"  serial,  with  Joseph  O'Don- 
nell and  Harold  Wire. 

Warners 

Scrivening  assignments:  HERBERT  DALMAS  and 
HAROLD  GOLDMAN  set  for  screenplay  of  "The 
Adventures  of  Don  Juan";  MARIAN  SPITZER  and  LEO 
TOWNSEND  to  do  final  treatment  on  "Silver  Lining"; 
GRAHAM  BAKER  signed  to  develop  screenplay  of 
"Beast  With  Five  Fingers";  BENJAMIN  GLAZER 
inked  for  script  of  "Humoresque,"  Fanny  Hurst's 
novel. 


WLB  Denies  Artists  Plea 
For  Cut  on  Disney  Take 


Story  Buys 

Columbia 

"Dark  Hour,"  an  original  by  Aubrey  Wisberg, 
has  been  purchased  and  will  be  used  as  the  basis 
of  the  fifth  in  the  Crime  Doctor  series  starring 
Warner  Baxter.  The  picture  will  be  produced  by 
Rudolph  Flothow  under  the  supervision  of  Leonard 
Picker. 

Independent 

“Imagine  That!"  a novel  by  Nora  Wells,  has  been 
acquired  by  Copeland  Productions  and  scheduled 
as  the  company's  second  picture.  Yarn  is  a comedy 
of  a young  college  professor  whose  thoughts  run 
away  with  him. 

Paramount 

Hal  Wallis  Productions  is  closing  a deal  for  pur- 
chase of  screen  rights  of  "The  Perfect  Marriage," 
current  Broadway  play  by  Samson  Raphaelson.  It 
is  a romantic  comedy  about  a husband  and  wife 
faced  with  marital  monotony  on  the  eve  of  their 
tenth  wedding  anniversary. 

RKO  Radio 

Nunnally  Johnson,  writer-producer  of  International 
Pictures,  has  acquired  screen  rights  to  W.  Somer- 
set Maugham's  novel,  "Ashenden,  British  Agent," 
a story  based  on  the  author's  personal  experiences 
as  a British  secret  agent. 

Universal 

"The  Black  Angel,"  a murder  mystery  novel  by 
Cornell  Woolrich  and  a Crime  Club  selection  of 
1943,  has  been  purchased.  Islin  Auster  will  develop 
and  produce  it. 

Technically 

Columbia 

JAMES  NICHOLSON  set  as  assistant  director  on 
"Boston  Blackie  Booked  on  Suspicion." 

CHARLES  LAWTON  Jr.  assigned  as  head  cinema- 
tographer on  "Kiss  and  Tell,"  a Sol  Siegel  pro- 
duction. 

EDDIE  PHILIPS,  former  stage  actor,  signed  as 
dialog  director  for  "Kiss  and  Tell." 

EARL  BELLAMY  has  been  set  as  assistant  director 
on  "Kiss  and  Tell." 

PERRY  SMITH  assigned  as  art  director  on  "Bos- 
ton Blackie  Booked  on  Suspicion." 

"Kiss  and  Tell"  draws  VAN  NEST  POLGLASE  as 
art  director. 

RKO  Radio 

JAMES  CASEY  will  be  assistant  director  on  "Man 
Alive." 

Universal 

Assignments  for  "Lady  on  a Train"  include  BILL 
HOLLAND  and  RONNIE  RONDALL,  assistant  direc- 
tors; WOODY  BREDELL,  director  of  photography; 
TED  KENT,  film  editor;  JOHN  GOODMAN  and 
ROBERT  CLATWORTHY,  art  directors;  JOE  LAPIS, 
sound  technician,  and  BILL  ELY,  makeup  for  Miss 
Durbin. 

Title  Change 

Monogram 

Current  Charlie  Chan  film  gets  ROBOT  MURDER 
as  its  release  title. 

Monogram  First  Over 
Polio  Drive  Quota 

Progress  at  the  halfway  mark  in  the  in- 
dustry’s infantile  paralysis  collection  was  re- 
ported to  campaign  Chairman  Fred  S.  Meyer 
at  a luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Roosevelt.  Studio 
and  talent  guild  colonels  and  labor’s  execu- 
tive committee  and  majors  attended  and  re- 
vealed totals  on  numbers  of  subscriptions 
and  amounts  of  money  received. 

First  studio  to  top  its  last  year’s  campaign 
quota  was  Monogram,  where  the  amount 
originally  collected  already  had  been  doubled, 
Fred  Steele,  studio  colonel,  reported. 

Active  solicitation  by  actors,  directors  and 
writers,  especially  among  members  not  at 
present  active  at  any  studio,  is  under  way. 
Letters  to  all  talent  guild  members  have  ac- 
quainted them  of  the  polio  campaign  needs 
and  urge  prompt  participation. 


At  last  there  came  from  the  tenth  region 
headquarters  of  the  National  War  Labor 
Board  a ruling  which  turned  thumbs  down 
on  the  demand  of  Screen  Cartoonists  Local 
No.  852  for  a share  in  the  future  revenues 
from  Walt  Disney  cartoons  rereleased  for 
exhibition  or  in  television.  The  board’s  ruling 
shifted  the  spotlight  somewhat  from  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild-Screen  Players  Union 
battle  which  during  the  week  quieted  down 
into  a series  of  “patrol  skirmishes.” 

In  the  Disney  case  the  board  found  that 
the  employer’s  work  week  begins  on  Monday 
and  ends  on  Sunday  and  that  time  and  one- 
half  shall  be  paid  for  time  worked  on  the 
sixth  consecutive  day  in  the  regularly  sched- 
uled work  week,  and  double  time  shall  be  paid 
for  time  worked  on  the  seventh  consecutive 
day  in  the  regularly  scheduled  work  week. 

Must  Buy  Own  Food 

The  union’s  request  for  the  payment  of 
dinner  money  was  denied. 

All  employes  with  from  six  months  to  one 
year  of  continuous  service  as  of  June  1,  each 
year,  shall  receive  one  week’s  vacation  with 
pay  during  the  year;  all  employes  with  one 
year  or  more  of  continuous  service  as  of  June 
1 each  year,  shall  receive  two  weeks’  vaca- 
tion during  that  year. 

All  employes  who  are  laid  off  or  discharged 
after  six  months’  service  shall  receive  pay- 
ment in  cash  for  all  accumulated  but  unused 
vacation  credit. 

The  union’s  request  for  severance  pay  was 
denied. 

Again  looming  at  midweek  as  a threat  to  the 
film  capital’s  labor  peace  was  the  possibility 
of  a strike  being  called  by  the  set  designers, 
members  of  Screen  Set  Designers,  Illustrators 
and  Decorators,  Local  1421.  No  action  having 
been  forthcoming  from  the  WLB  in  the  juris- 
dictional dispute  which  a few  months  ago 
precipitated  short-lived  walkouts  at  several  of 
the  studios,  the  union  voted  its  strategy  com- 
mittee authority  to  call  new  strikes  at  any 
time.  Indications  were  that  such  new  stop- 
work  orders  might  be  forthcoming  before  the 
end  of  the  week  unless  action  came  from  the 
government  labor  agencies  concerned. 

Producers  in  the  Middle 

Meanwhile,  the  SAG-SPU  conflict,  which 
for  a time  gave  promise  of  being  Hollywood’s 
labor  battle  of  the  century,  has  simmered 
down  to  a series  of  local  wrangles  whose  de- 
termination, if  and  when  forthcoming,  will 
have  little  effect  upon  the  main  issues  in- 
volved. As  was  generally  recognized  from  the 
beginning,  the  producers  were  in  the  middle. 
They  were  trying  to  abide  by  their  contract 
with  SAG  without  ignoring  the  fact  that  SPU 
had  won  the  decision  in  the  NLRB  election 
to  determine  the  sole  bargaining  agent  for 
extra  players. 

SAG  claimed  to  have  emerged  victorious 
over  the  rival  SPU  in  the  first  clash  on  a 
motion  picture  set.  Mike  Jeffers,  SPU  busi- 
ness agent,  persuaded  Jack  Skirball  of 
Greentree  Productions  to  allow  him  to  broad- 
cast over  a loudspeaker  to  extras  assembled 
on  a set  that  Skirball  had  agreed  to  use  SPU 
members  in  bits  and  stunts.  The  guild  imme- 
diately filed  formal,  written  protest  with 
Skirball,  following  which  the  producer  broad- 
cast the  following; 

“It  is  the  desire  of  this  organization  that  it 
abide  stringently  by  all  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  motion  picture  industry.  Yester- 
day, with  our  consent,  an  announcement  was 
made  by  Mr.  Jeffers  of  SPU  to  you.  For  the 


past  eight  years  we  have  had  a contract  for 
every  picture  that  we  have  made  with  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  which  contract  is  still 
in  effect,  and  we  want  you  to  know  that  every 
clause  of  that  Screen  Actors  Guild  contract 
will  be  adhered  to  strictly  by  this  organiza- 
tion.”  „ ^ Z 

SAG  Rides  Herd 

The  second  engagement,  which  ended  at 
stalemate,  concerned  a dancer  at  Metro. 

SAG,  meanwhile,  continued  closely  to  ride 
herd  on  its  membership,  special  meeting  of 
which  was  called  for  midweek.  In  notifying 
members  of  the  gathering,  SAG  President 
George  Murphy  wrote,  in  part: 

“We  now  have  a guild  composed  exclusively 
of  actors  and  devoted  exclusively  to  actors’ 
problems  which  will  be  acted  upon  at  the 
meeting,  and  which  include:  Protection  of 
the  guild’s  jurisdiction  over  acting  work,  the 
guild’s  internal  structure  and  improvements 
in  the  contract  with  producers. 

Flacks  Elect  Thomas 

SAG  announced  detailed  plans  to  provide 
representation  on  the  board  of  directors  for 
all  membership  classes,  particularly  A-Junior 
members,  and  to  safeguard  the  guild’s  juris- 
diction over  all  screen  acting  work. 

In  a heated  election,  George  Thomas  jr„ 
was  voted  president  of  the  Screen  Publicists 
Guild,  winning  out,  94  to  74,  over  Gabe  York, 
a last  minute,  dark  house  candidate  for  the 
office.  Thomas  succeeds  Teet  Carle,  who  was 
not  eligible  for  re-election  because  he  accepted 
an  executive  post  in  Paramount’s  publicity 
department. 

Screen  Office  Employes  Guild,  Local  1391, 
AFL,  has  petitioned  the  NLRB  for  an  election 
to  determine  the  bargaining  agent  for  the 
office  workers  at  Columbia  Broadcasting  Sys- 
tem, where  SOEG  has  been  designated  by  a 
substantial  majority,  according  to  Min  Selvin, 
organizer  for  the  SOEG. 

John  H.  Cornwell,  41, 
Succumbs  in  Home 

NOME,  ALASKA— John  H.  Cornwell,  41, 
manager  of  the  Dream  Theatre  here,  died 
suddenly  at  his  apartment  hi  Nome.  He 
had  lived  in  Alaska  since  1934,  coming  here 
from  Seattle  and  Everett,  Wash. 

Cornwell  was  a Mason  and  a member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Eva  Cornwell;  two  sons,  Richard  of 
the  navy,  and  Robert,  Seattle;  his  mother, 
^ Mrs.  Charles  Code;  a brother,  Clarence  P. 
Cornwell,  and  a sister,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Robbins, 
all  of  Seattle. 


Super-Duper  Theatre 
Planned  for  Oasis 

PALM  SPRINGS,  CALIF.— A new  $100,000 
theatre  will  be  part  of  the  huge  building  de- 
velopment planned  for  Palm  Springs  by  the 
Palm  Springs  Building  Corp.  N.  O.  Turner 
and  Walter  Kofelt,  who  will  operate  the 
theatre,  signed  a lease  with  Walter  Z.  Allen, 
representing  the  corporation,  and  applied  for 
priorities  on  equipment  to  the  WPB. 

Kofelt  and  Turner  said  the  theatre  would 
be  Moroccan  in  design  and  capable  of  seat- 
ing 1.000  persons.  It  will  be  equipped  for 
television  and  will  feature  new  back  screen 
projection. 
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LOS  ANGELES 


£*eorge  Topper,  Fox  West  Coast  treasurer, 
was  kidnaped  and  robbed  recently  while 
driving  from  his  office  to  his  home  in  Bev- 
erly Hills.  Topper  later  said  two  men  had 
boarded  his  car,  forced  him  to  drive  around 
for  a while,  and  then  fled  with  the  car  after 
relieving  him  of  several  other  valuables  . . . 
Jerry  Safron  and  Wayne  Ball,  of  the  local 
Columbia  exchange,  left  for  New  York  for 
the  debut  of  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remem- 
ber,” which  was  scheduled  to  open  January 
25  at  the  Music  Hall. 

Visiting  locally  was  Phil  Guss  of  the  Inter- 
Mountain  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City 
. . . A new  showcase  playing  old-time  fa- 
vorites has  been  opened  by  George  Murton. 
Newie  is  located  at  484  South  San  Vincente 
Blvd.  . . . Row  Runners:  The  Bob  Dunni- 
gans,  Rio,  Blythe;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  Donat, 
Mission,  Fallbrook. 

Seen  on  the  Row  was  Lieut.  Earl  Collins 
who  is  in  charge  of  motion  picture  activities 
for  the  11th  naval  district.  Collins  was  for- 
merly branch  manager  for  United  Artists 
. . . Jack  Babbs,  Fox  West  Coast’s  orange 
belt  booker,  is  now  wearing  khaki  for  his 
country  . . . Filmrow  friends  and  exhibitors 
gave  a testimonial  dinner  recently  at  the 
Elks  Temple  for  Guy  Gunderson  who  re- 
signed from  UA  after  a 28-year  association 
with  the  company. 

T.  P.  Huntington  has  opened  the  doors 
of  his  new  Esquire  Theatre  in  Chula  Vista 
. . . The  Vincent  Russos  (Casino  showcase  in 
San  Diego)  were  “at  home”  to  some  200 
friends  who  helped  them  celebrate  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary  January  14. 

In  a huddle  at  the  local  UA  exchange  were 
W.  A.  Scully,  general  sales  manager;  A1 


O’Keefe,  western  division  manager;  Charles 
Feldman,  western  district  manager,  and  Tom 
Murray,  branch  operator  . . . Row  Ramblers: 
Joe  Venable,  Huntington,  Huntington  Park; 
Bill  Knotts,  Covina,  Covina. 

En  route  to  Las  Vegas  for  business  pow- 
wows were  Howard  Stubbins,  Monogram 
franchise  holder,  and  Martin  J.  E.  McCarthy, 
local  sales  manager  . . . Ben  Peskay  of  the 
local  Film  Classics  was  in  a huddle  with 
Nicky  Goldhammer,  general  sales  manager, 
who  arrived  from  Portland  and  Seattle  . . . 
Bill  Srere  and  Gus  Metzger,  both  of  the  local 
Cameo,  were  on  the  Row. 

Having  disposed  of  his  three  Dallas  show- 
cases, P.  G.  Cameron  has  decided  to  become 
a permanent  Angeleno.  He’s  currently  com- 
pleting deals  for  the  purchase  of  two  local 
theatres  in  addition  to  the  Aero  in  Santa 
Monica  which  he  recently  acquired  . . . W.  G. 
McKinny  has  taken  over  Dave  Bershon’s 
Orange  Theatre  in  Orange. 

With  plans  and  priorities  secured  to  build 
an  $85,000  de  luxe  motion  picture  house  in 
Fontana,  the  Glenn  Harpers  (Fontana  The- 
atre) trained  out  for  New  York  to  view  the 
latest  in  equipment  and  innovations. 

William  Parker,  city  salesman  for  Univer- 
sal, has  been  promoted  to  the  post  of  branch 
manager  of  the  company’s  Milwaukee  office, 
while  A1  Bowman,  Arizona  salesmen,  has 
taken  over  the  spot  vacated  by  Parker. 

Guy  Cameron,  set  to  manage  the  Aero, 
Santa  Monica,  recently  purchased  by  his 
father,  P.  G.  Cameron,  will  reside  in  Beverly 
Hills  in  a new  home  he  has  just  acquired. 

New  office  of  Sam  Decker,  Astor  Picture 
Co.,  is  located  at  1968  South  Vermont,  same 


as  Film  Classics.  Decker  formerly  shared  the 
PRC  office  next  door  . . . Modernized  ver- 
sion of  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  “The  Sign  of  the 
Cross,”  has  been  booked  for  an  engagement 
at  the  local  Hawaii. 

Paul  Nathanson,  president  and  managing 
director  of  Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada,  Ltd., 
arrived  from  Toronto  for  a whirl  through  the 
studios  and  to  check  on  forthcoming  product 
with  various  distributors  . . . On  leave,  and 
visiting  locally  from  Fort  Monmouth,  N.  J., 
was  Lieut.  Jack  Goldman,  owner  of  the  local 
Pico  Theatre. 

Fully  recovered  from  his  several  weeks  at 
the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital,  Frank  Med- 
nick,  Trojan  Theatre,  was  welcomed  back  on 
Filmrow  . . . Jack  and  I.  Bergman  of  the 
Eastland  Theatres  have  bought  interests  in 
the  Vista,  San  Diego,  and  the  Bay  and  Na- 
tional showcases  in  National  City  from  Harry 
Goldfarb.  I.  Berman  will  book  the  trio. 

Mike  Newman,  Columbia  publiciteer,  re- 
turned from  San  Francisco  where  he  was 
on  hand  for  the  debut  of  his  company’s  “A 
Song  to  Remember,”  which  opened  at  the 
Orpheum  . . . Sgt.  Jack  Chazan  came  in 
from  Fresno,  bent  on  enjoying  his  furlough 
. . . On  the  Row:  Art  Brick,  Palace,  Las 
Vegas. 

New  Metro  Los  Angeles 
First  Run  Policy  Pays 

LOS  ANGELES — Since  the  inauguration 
last  June  of  the  first  run  policy  for  Metro 
attractions  at  the  Los  Angeles,  Egyptian  and 
Fox  Ritz  theatres,  1,917,700  people  have  paid 
admissions  to  these  three  theatres,  according 
to  figures  revealed  by  the  Culver  City  studio. 
For  seven  months  the  three  houses  have 
been  operating  as  special  attraction  theatres. 
During  that  period,  seven  of  M-G-M’s  more 
important  pictures  have  played  there. 


There  Are  Still  a Few  Choice  California  Communities 

Open  loft  ty*u*nclUbel 

for 

THE  LATEST  AND  MOST  IMPROVED  TYPE  OF 

DRIVE-IN  THEATRES 

To  be  ready  for  the  heavy  spring  and  summer  patronage 
Write  . . . Wire  . . . Or  Telephone 
SETH  D.  PERKINS,  President 

PAHK-IN  THEATRES  CO. 

10320  Rossbury  Place  Los  Angeles  34,  Calif.  ARdmore  8-5363 
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KOERNER  HOSTS  RKO  VISITORS— A studio  luncheon  hosted  by  Charles  W. 
Koerner,  vice-president  in  charge  of  production,  highlighted  a meeting  of  sales 
forces  from  RKO  western  exchanges.  The  event  honored  R.  J.  Folliard,  captain  of 
the  Ned  Depinet  sales  drive,  and  Harry  Gittleson  and  J.  H.  McIntyre,  his  aides. 

Top:  Seated  at  the  speakers’  table,  left  to  right:  Sid  Rogell,  executive  pro- 
ducer; S.  Barret  McCormick,  New  York  advertising  and  publicity  chief;  J.  J. 
Nolan,  executive  in  charge  of  commitments;  Koerner;  McIntyre;  William  Dozier, 
general  production  aide  to  Koerner;  Leon  Goldberg,  studio  manager,  and  Jack 
Gross,  executive  producer. 

Next:  Dick  Powell  and  R.  H.  Lange,  Los  Angeles. 

Next:  Nat  Holt,  left,  executive  producer;  N.  P.  Jacobs,  San  Francisco,  and 
Joan  Davis. 

Bottom:  Giff  Davison,  Salt  Lake  City,  between  Maureen  O’Hara  and  Ann 
Harding. 


"Keys"  Pegs  Big  Gross 
In  Angeles  Trio 

LOS  ANGELES — Proving  itself  a triple 
threat  in  the  week’s  business,  20th-Fox’s  “The 
Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  pegged  175  per  cent 
in  a trio  of  first  runs — the  Chinese,  State 
and  Uptown  theatres.  Running  neck  and 
neck  with  “Keys”  was  Paramount’s  “French- 
man’s Creek”  hitting  175  at  the  Downtown 
Paramount  and  trailing  slightly  behind  with 
160  at  the  Hollywood  Paramount.  Metro’s 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  in  its  third  stanza, 
took  third  place  with  a score  of  150  at  the 
Egyptian  and  Ritz  showcases. 

(Average  is  100) 

Chinese,  State  and  Uptown — The  Keys  of  the 


Kingdom  (20th-Fox)  175 

Downtown  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — Hollywood 

Canteen  (WB),  4th  wk ...100 

Downtown  Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek 

(Para)  175 

Egyptian  and  Ritz — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 150 

Four  Star,  United  Artists  and  Wilshire — I'll  Be 

Seeing  You  (Selznick-UA) , 4th  wk 100 

Hillstreet — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ); 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  2nd  wk 96 

Hollywood  Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek 

(Para)  160 

Los  Angeles — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 125 

Pantages — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ); 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  2nd  wk 92 


"Woman  in  the  Window"  Is  Smash 
At  Golden  Gate,  San  Francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Golden  Gate  Theatre 
came  through  with  a loud  185  per  cent  for 
the  thrilling  “Woman  in  the  Window.”  The 
super  advertising  and  publicity  campaign  put 
on  by  the  theatre  was  responsible,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  production  is  bet- 


ter than  average. 

?’ox — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  1st  wk 140 

Golden  Gate — The  Woman  in  the  Window 

(RKO),  stage  show 185 

Orpheum — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  3rd  wk 125 

Paramount — An  American  Romance  (M-G-M); 

The  Fighing  Lady  (20th-Fox) 130 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

after  2 wks.  at  Fox 140 

St.  Francis — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB), 

after  2 wks.  at  Paramount 130 

United  Artists — Guest  in  the  House  (UA); 

Hi  Beautiful,  2nd  wk 130 

Warfield — Alaska  (Mono),  stage  140 


"Hearts"  Sets  Fast  Pace  in.  Denver; 
"Canteen"  Runs  a Close  Second 

DENVER — “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and 
Gay”  at  the  Denham  ran  up  the  best  per- 
centage and  held  over,  with  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” at  the  Aladdin  close  behind.  How- 
ever, “Can’t  Help  Singing”  with  “Adventures 
of  Kitty  O'Day,”  by  reason  of  playing  at 
both  the  Denver,  a large  house,  and  the  Es- 
quire, had  no  trouble  in  garnering  the  most 
money. 

Aladdin — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  d.  t.  wk.200 
Denham — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 


(Para)  210 

Denver — Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ); 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono) 185 

Esquire — Same  as  Denver 170 

Orpheum — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M); 

Nevada  (RKO),  2nd  wk 140 

Paramount — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep); 

Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep) 175 


Rialto — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  3rd  d.  t.  wk.,175 


Columbia  Sets  Four- Way 
Opening  on  "Tonight" 

LOS  ANGELES  — “Tonight  and  Every 
Night,”  Columbia  Technicolor  musical,  will 
open  day  and  date  February  2 at  the  Chi- 
nese, Loew’s  State,  Uptown  and  Carthay 
Circle  theatres.  Following  its  run  in  these 
houses,  the  film  is  scheduled  to  move  over 
to  the  Four  Star.  This  will  be  the  first  such 
quadruple  first  run  booking  for  a Columbia 
picture  in  local  west  coast  showcases.  Pan- 
tages Hollywood  and  RKO-Hillstreet  will 
first  run  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember,” 
set  to  open  February  9. 


Polio  Record  Probable 

LOS  ANGELES — With  approximately  700 
independent  and  circuit  theatres  pledged  and 
enrolled,  the  local  March  of  Dimes  drive  is 


expected  to  result  in  the  greatest  collection 
for  combating  infantile  paralysis  ever  re- 
corded in  southern  California.  Fox  West 
Coast  was  pledged  100  per  cent,  with  a cash 
goal  25  per  cent  greater  than  in  1944. 
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f*ov.  Herbert  B.  May  designated  last  week 
as  “Winged  Victory”  week,  urging  Utahans 
to  see  the  motion  picture  version  of  Moss 
Hart’s  army  air  corps  drama,  which  opened 
at  the  Centre  . . . “Battle  of  Russia,”  a 
propaganda  film  made  for  the  political  edu- 
cation of  the  armed  forces,  was  shown  in 
the  Tribune-Telegram  auditorium  under  the 
sponsorship  of  international  relations  group 
of  the  American  Ass’n  of  University  Women 
in  cooperation  with  Russian  war  relief  and 
other  agencies  to  the  public  free  of  charge. 

Manager  H.  C.  Fuller  led  a delegation  of 
the  local  Sheffield-Republic  sales  force  to 
a regional  sales  meeting  in  Hollywood  . . 
Henry  Smith,  formerly  with  Paramount,  has 
joined  Republic  as  salesman  . . . The  Engen 
brothers  have  been  at  nearby  Alta  making 
a film  of  that  winter  sports  center. 

Henry  M.  Herbel  and  Mr.  Saxon  of  the 
Warner  home  office  in  New  York  were  due 
here  . . . C.  J.  Feldman,  Universal  division 
manager,  was  a visitor  . . . Hugh  Braley, 
Paramount  district  manager,  conducted  a 
sales  meeting  at  the  local  exchange. 

Orville  Rennie  was  in  visiting  his  friend 
of  his  theatre  days,  Charles  Pincus,  mana- 
ger of  the  Utah  Theatre.  He  was  en  route 
to  Hollywood  to  confer  with  Darryl  F.  Zan- 
uck  concerning  a proposed  film  of  the  life 
and  career  of  the  Cherry  sisters,  former  Iowa 
actresses  whose  stage  act  was  so  incredibly 
bad  that  it  was  priceless  and  made  the 
phrase,  “As  terrible  as  Cherry  sisters,”  a 
cliche  of  the  theatre  world.  The  sisters,  who 
made  a fortune  during  their  career,  died 
penniless. 


Service  Worker  Union 
Asks  IATSE  Charter 

LOS  ANGELES — At  their  first  organiza- 
tional meeting  held  at  the  Hollywood  Ma- 
sonic Temple,  the  newly-formed  union  of 
theatre  cashiers,  doormen  and  ushers  voted 
to  request  a charter  from  IATSE.  Approxi- 
mately 40  attended  the  session  and  named 
Erwin  Waite  jr„  as  temporary  chairman  and 
James  Collins  as  his  assistant.  Both  former- 
ly were  with  the  Hollywood  Paramount 
Theatre.  Permanent  officers  were  slated  to 
be  elected  at  the  following  week’s  meeting 
at  which  time  the  group  was  to  launch 
initial  steps  for  negotiations  with  theatres 
on  proposed  demands. 


Park-In  Theatres  Plan 
Ten  Super  Theatres 

LOS  ANGELES — Ten  new  open  air  the- 
atres are  to  be  opened  in  California,  ac- 
cording to  plans  of  the  Park-In  Theatres 
Co.  of  which  Seth  D.  Perkins  is  president. 
Perkins  was  the  original  sponsor  of  the 
drive-in  theatres  in  southern  California  and 
recently  disposed  of  his  holdings  in  outdoor 
playhouses  in  Los  Angeles,  Burbank  and 
Orange  County,  controlled  by  his  original 
corporation. 

Rights  for  California,  Arizona  and  Ne- 
vada are  controlled  by  the  new  company, 
and  franchises  are  being  let  in  certain  com- 
munities where  Park-In  Theatres  will  not 
build  their  own  institutions,  Perkins  an- 
nounced. 

Perkins,  veteran  showman  and  former  film 
exchange  manager,  stated  that  each  theatre 
will  cost  approximately  $100,000  including 
the  landscaping  and  a drive-in  restaurant  of 
matching  architectural  design.  Each  theatre 
will  serve  650  cars,  with  the  rearmost  car 
400  feet  from  the  enlarged  screen,  as  against 
600  feet  in  the  old  type  of  construction. 

Improvements  in  projection,  sound  and 
lighting,  which  have  developed  during  the 
war  will  be  used,  some  of  which  have  never 
before  been  made  available  in  amusement 
enterprise  construction.  Locations  are  to  be 
picked  where  earliest  showing  of  latest  films 
will  be  possible  in  keeping  with  existent 
zoning  and  clearance  arrangements. 

John  Trewhela,  Show 
Veteran,  Is  Stricken 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— John  W.  Trewhela,  a 
familiar  figure  in  the  show  business  in  the 
intermountain  western  region  for  years,  died 
recently  at  his  home  in  Coeur  d’Alene,  Idaho, 
after  a two-month  illness.  Trewhela  oper- 
ated theatres  in  Utah  and  Montana  and  was 
credited  with  starting  on  their  careers  sev- 
eral youths  who  later  became  stage  and  film 
successes. 

At  one  time  he  staged  more  than  100  bene- 
fit shows  for  local  charities  in  Montana, 
frequently  appearing  himself  in  blackface 
characterizations.  He  was  with  Fox  Inter- 
mountain for  several  years,  managing  the- 
atres in  Utah,  Idaho  and  Montana. 

He  managed  two  houses  for  the  Symons 
Amusement  Co.  at  Coeur  d'Alene  for  the  last 
five  years. 

The  body  was  brought  here  for  burial. 


TO  RESIDENT  AND  NON-RESIDENT 
PROPERTY  OWNERS  OF  HOLLYWOOD  AND 
THE  GREATER  LOS  ANGELES  AREA 

REAL  ESTATE  MANAGEMENT  CO. 

Offers 

INTELLIGENT  OPERATION 
BASED  ON  TWO  DECADES  OF 
SUCCESSFUL  PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT 

FINANCIAL  AND  BANK  REFERENCES 

6671  Sunset  Blvd.  at  1585,  Crossroads  of  the  World,  Hollywood  28,  Calif. 

Phone:  HOllywood  3572 

FOLDER  ON  REQUEST 


DENVER 


Tvan  Frey  has  bought  the  Price  Theatre, 
Buena  Vista,  from  C.  G.  Diller  . . . Leo 
McNamara,  employe  of  various  Denver  thea- 
tres, and  Archie  Goldstein,  former  Deertrail 
theatre  owner,  were  here  on  furlough. 

The  Star,  Walden,  Colo.,  was  damaged 
slightly  by  a fire  next  door  . . . The  govern- 
ment has  taken  over  the  Post  Theatre, 
Provo,  S.  D.,  from  Jack  McCoy.  The  army 
operates  an  ordnance  depot  there  . . . Fred 
Zekman  and  Sam  Dunevitz  have  taken  over 
the  Park  Theatre. 

Decrators  have  just  completed  a neat  job 
on  the  offices  and  showrooms  of  the  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  branch. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

M iss  Ann  Obradovich  has  recently  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  manager  of  the  Moulin 
Rouge  Theatre  in  Oakland.  She  has  been 
cashier  at  the  theatre  for  two  years. 

George  Mann,  chairman  of  the  northern 
California  March  of  Dimes  theatre  cam- 
paign, conducted  a meeting  of  all  branches 
of  theatre  business  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel 
Wednesday  noon  last  week  to  complete  plans 
for  the  group’s  part  in  the  campaign.  Charles 
Thall  tossed  in  a firecracker  with  his  modest 
mention  that  the  FWC  already  had  raised  40 
per  cent  of  last  year’s  total  collections.  From 
that  point  forth  the  competitive  force  among 
the  film  showmen  worked  itself  into  a frenzy 
with  each  theatre  chain  and  independent 
aiming  to  outdo  the  others  in  collection  of 
needed  dimes. 

Row  Ramblings:  Stanley  Brun,  Alameda 
Amusement  Co.,  was  “heart-broken”  because 
of  the  oversight  of  the  office  manager  at 
Nasser  Bros,  in  not  inviting  him  to  the 
Christmas  party. 

Alice  Pedrizetti  of  the  United  California 
Theatres  is  one  of  the  select  few  of  San 
Francisco’s  population  who  reside  on  the 
famed  Telegraph  Hill  . . . Hannah  Oppie, 
associated  with  Westland  Theatres,  was  home 
with  a strep  throat  but  is  now  back  on  the 
job  . . . Manny  Weinstein  is  the  new  manager 
of  the  Rex  Theatre  in  Oakland.  Formerly 
with  the  Broadway  in  Oakland  and  the  Lib- 
erty in  San  Francisco,  Weinstein  has  just 
been  given  a medical  discharge  from  the 
army  . . . Bobby  Dumas,  formerly  of  the 
Capitol  and  Liberty  theatres,  who  now  is  in 
Italy,  writes  glowing  and  cheerful  reports 
home  to  his  wife  Betty,  who  is  cashier  at  the 
Kearny  Theatre  here. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-five  medals  are 
being  awarded  to  participating  exhibitors  and 
distributors  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive  . . . 
The  Elizabeth  Holloway  School  of  the  The- 
atre at  the  Fairmont  Hotel  is  building  the 
reputation  of  “home  of  future  stars.”  Many 
of  the  most  talented  stars  of  radio,  screen 
and  stage  received  their  training  at  the 
Holloway  school. 

Mike  Newman,  publicity  expert,  was  in 
town  from  Los  Angeles  to  work  on  the  pre- 
miere of  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember” 


^ cashout thataqain I 

^ WAHOO 

America's  Finest  Screen  Game 
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DRIVE  LEADERS  GREETED — Former  Governor  Henry  S.  Caulfield  of  Mis- 
souri was  among  those  who  greeted  Capt.  Bob  Folliard  at  St.  Louis  for  the  start 
of  the  Ned.E.  Depinet  drive.  Left  to  right:  Folliard;  Caulfield;  Ray  Nolan,  prairie 
district  manager;  Tom  Williamson,  St.  Louis  RKO  exchange  manager;  Walter 
Branson,  western  division  manager;  Bill  Burke,  home  office  representative,  and, 
in  the  back  row,  Arthur  Casey,  public  relations  director  of  KMOX. 


Si.  Louis  Owners  Plan 
Fight  on  Brownout 

ST.  LOUIS — The  owners  of  111  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  here  may  make  a mild  com- 
plaint against  the  “brownout”  restrictions  for 
this  community,  which  gets  much,  if  not  a 
majority  of  its  electric  current,  from  the 
hydroelectric  plants  of  the  Union  Electric 
Co.  of  Missouri  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  Bag- 
nell,  Mo. 

Local  exhibitors  are  expected  to  meet  at 
an  early  date  to  discuss  all  phases  of  the  re- 
cent government  order  to  save  current  for 
the  war  effort. 

Exhibitors  here  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
restriction  of  outdoor  illumination  at  motion 
picture  theatres  to  a 60-watt  bulb  would 
create  two  very  serious  hazards  to  the  pub- 
lic and  perhaps  result  in  serious  injury  to 
vital  war  workers,  or  service  men,  of  whom 
there  are  many  in  St.  Louis. 

The  danger  of  accidents  to  pedestrians 
passing  the  theatre,  they  say,  plus  a marked 
increase  in  the  menace  of  holdups  of  thea- 
tres by  the  lawless  element  in  a community 
the  size  of  St.  Louis,  can  be  expected.  Some 
theatre  men  visualize  careless  shooting  in 
the  vicinity  of  theatre  boxoffices  and  the 
killing  or  injuring  of  persons  in  the  lobbies 
or  near  the  theatre  entrances. 

St.  Louis  city  officials  have  taken  the  posi- 
tion they  will  not  reduce  the  present  street 
lighting.  They  say  that  many  years  ago,  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  depression  of  1932- 
1939,  the  volume  of  electricity  used  for  street 
lighting  here  was  reduced  to  the  very  mini- 
mum consistent  with  public  safety  and  they 
do  not  propose  to  cut  the  present  amount. 
They  also  contend  that  inasmuch  as  St. 
Louis  gets  much  of  its  power  from  the  two 
hydroelectric  plants  and  a lesser  amount 
from  the  coal  burning  plants  of  the  Union 
Electric  on  Ashley  St.  here,  at  Cahokia  and 
Venice,  111.,  St.  Louis  should  be  placed  in  the 
same  category  with  other  communities  that 
are  served  by  hydroelectric  plants. 

Chicago  Sign  Man  Says  Ban 
Will  Close  Businesses 

CHICAGO  — Lending  cooperation  before 
the  dimout  deadline  February  1,  Balaban  & 
Katz,  Warners  and  other  circuits  doused  the 
glims  last  week.  The  Warners  circuit,  with 
20  houses,  took  the  lead.  Others  followed 
and  the  independents  are  expected  to  cut  off 
the  bright  juice  before  the  time  appointed  by 
the  WPB. 

Thomas  Flannery,  head  of  the  Whiteway 
Sign  Co.,  which  maintains  all  attraction 
boards  and  other  outside  electrical  equip- 
ment in  this  area,  said  the  edict  would  put 
a lot  of  maintenance  companies  out  of  busi- 
ness and  said  he  would  like  to  see  a “light- 
less day”  plan  substituted. 

Key  Theatre,  Kewanee, 

Is  Virtually  Rebuilt 

CHICAGO  — Great  States  circuit  an- 
nounced that  the  remodeling  of  the  Key 
Theatre  in  Kewanee,  damaged  by  fire  a few 
years  ago,  is  nearing  completion  and  that 
the  600-seater  has  been  virtually  rebuilt  from 
the  ground  up.  Claude  Rubens,  head  of  the 
circuit’s  maintenance  department,  has  been 
in  charge  of  the  job. 

The  house  now  has  a porcelain  enamel 
front,  V type  canopy,  and  new  luminescent 
features  that  are  modern  in  every  respect. 
Tom  Pierce,  city  manager  of  Kewanee  for 
Public -Great  States  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
Key  when  it  opens  early  in  spring. 


Get  Roles  in  "Mildred  Pierce" 

Featured  roles  in  Warners’  “Mildred  Pierce” 
have  been  given  George  Tobias  and  Lynne 
Baggett. 


Universal  Crowds  Metro 
In  Chicago  Pin  League 

CHICAGO — Metro  still  leads  the  Chicago 
motion  picture  bowling  league,  although  the 
team  dropped  a pair  to  Republic  last  week. 
Universal  took  a duo  from  Film  Chauffeurs, 
so  lag  behind  the  top  team  by  only  one  game. 
Monogram  took  two  from  Warners  leaving 
that  outfit  still  well  fox-holed  in  the  base- 
ment. Metro  has  the  high  total  for  three 
games  with  2,723;  Republic  is  next  with  2,659 
and  the  latter’s  Frank  Nardi  is  individual 
leader  for  three  games  with  B.  Klass  tying 
him,  their  respective  scores  being  618;  while 
E.  Klass  runs  second  with  619.  Republic 
has  958  for  team  high  in  a single  game; 
Monogram,  953.  E.  Klass,  with  249  is  high  for 
a single  game,  followed  by  H.  Jensen  with 
243. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won 

Lost 

29 

22 

Universal  

28 

23 

Monogram 

....  27 

24 

Film  Chauffeurs  

26 

25 

Republic  

25 

26 

Warners  

18 

33 

INDIVIDUAL 

STANDINGS 

Avg. 

176 

176 

C.  Stocketh  (Univ) 

176 

E.  Klass  (FC) 

175 

Jack  Kirsch  (Reo) 

175 

Bill  Bishop  1M-G-M) 

175 

F.  Hanzelin  (Univ) 

174 

C.  Keim  (M-G-M) 

172 

E.  Friedman  (Univ) 

172 

A.  Fischer  (M-G-M) 

172 

Marion  Assen  Is  Appointed 
Madison  Majestic  Head 

MADISON — Wayne  Berkley,  manager  of 
the  Majestic  here,  has  been  drafted  into  the 
armed  forces.  He  had  been  with  the  War- 
ner circuit  since  WB  acquired  the  Majestic. 

Marion  Assen,  who  started  with  Warners 
eight  years  ago  as  cashier,  has  left  the  assis- 
tant manager  post  at  the  Capitol,  Madison, 
to  become  manager  of  the  Majestic.  She  is 
the  first  woman  manager  in  a Warner  house 
in  the  state. 


Censors  Make  Few  Cuts 

CHICAGO  — The  Chicago  Police  censor 
board  looked  at  416,000  feet  of  film  last 
month,  comprising  97  features,  made  15  minor 
deletions,  no  rejections,  but  gave  “adults  only” 
to  Universal’s  horror  duo,  “House  of  Frank- 
enstein” and  “Mummy’s  Curse.” 


Agreements  Settle 
Two  Illinois  Cases 

ST.  LOUIS — Two  unreasonable  clearance 
complaints  filed  with  the  American  Arbitra- 
tion Ass’n  tribunal  here  against  Paramount, 
RKO.  Warner  Bros.,  20th-Fox  and  Loew’s, 
Inc.,  have  been  settled  by  out  of  court  agree- 
ments, according  to  sitpulations  filed  with 
the  clerk. 

In  the  case  brought  by  Sol  and  Irvin 
Goldfarb  of  the  Ritz  Theatre  at  East  Alton, 
the  stipulation  provides  that  the  defendant 
film  companies  will  make  their  product  avail- 
able for  exhibition  in  the  Ritz  48  days  after 
their  showing  in  the  Grand  at  230  Market 
St.  in  Alton,  but  not  later  than  76  days  after 
the  pictures  are  made  available  for  showing 
in  the  Grand,  and  it  also  provides  that  the 
Ritz  may  show  pictures  30  days  after  the 
Princess,  Alton,  but  not  later  than  76  days 
after  the  picture  is  available  for  the  Princess. 
The  Grand  and  Princess  theatres  are  oper- 
ated by  Publix-Great  States. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  A.  D.  Magrian 
of  the  Gaty  Theatre,  East  St.  Louis.  The 
stipulation  in  this  case  provides  that  pic- 
tures must  be  made  available  for  showing  in 
the  Gaty  seven  days  after  their  exhibition 
in  the  Esquire,  East  St.  Louis,  and  also  that 
the  Gaty  shall  enjoy  the  same  availability 
as  the  Roxy,  East  St.  Louis.  The  Esquire  and 
Roxy  are  units  of  the  Frisiana  Amusement 
Co.,  with  headquarters  in  Springfield,  111. 
Tommy  Tobin  is  resident  manager  for  the 
Frisina  circuit  in  East  St.  Louis. 

loy  Theatre  at  Chester 
Is  Razed  by  Fire 

CHICAGO— The  Joy  Theatre  at  Chester, 
111.,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  January  16,  with 
loss  estimated  at  $50,000.  W.  L.  Hurley,  fire 
chief,  said  the  fire  was  caused  by  a furnace 
explosion.  The  theatre  was  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  Bob  Franz  and  A.  M.  Beare  of  the 
Egyptian  circuit. 


At  ITO  Board  Meeting 

MILWAUKEE — At  the  recent  meeting  here 
of  the  board  of  the  ITO  of  Wisconsin  and 
Upper  Michigan  were  J.  P.  Adler,  Marshfield, 
president;  Charles  Trampe,  Milwaukee;  Wil- 
liam L.  Ainsworth,  Fond  du  Lac;  L.  V.  Berg- 
told,  Westby;  Jack  Yeo,  Burlington;  George 
Panka,  Prairie  du  Chein;  Russell  Leddy, 
Green  Bay;  George  Fisher  and  Harry  Perle- 
witz,  Milwaukee. 
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'Torn  Gorman,  long-time  RKO  biggie,  has 
A gone  west  to  premiere  his  new  tentopery, 
known  as  Cronin  Bros,  circus  . . . Bill  Green, 
M-G-M  publicist  back  from  a vacation  in 
the  Hollywoods,  set  off  for  Gotham  for  a 
gabfest  with  Bill  Ferguson,  exploitation 
manager.  Bill  Bishop,  local  M-G-M  pub- 
licity chief,  and  Warren  Slee  will  follow 
later. 

Badmen  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Edward  G. 
Robinson  paused  briefly  here,  the  former  on 
his  way  to  Mansfield,  Ohio,  to  visit  with 
Louis  Bromfield  who  was  in  the  party;  Rob- 
inson was  en  route  to  the  inauguration.  They 
were  unofficial  bodyguards  to  Faye  Emerson 
Roosevelt  and  her  small  son  who  were  on 
the  same  section  of  the  Chief. 

Alice  Dubin,  PRC  booker,  says  she  is  hav- 
ing a cracking  good  time  and  everything  is 
certainly  the  nutz,  for  she  has  a bushel  of 
walnuts  sent  by  her,  boss,  Henri  Elman,  from 
California  and  another  sack  of  pecans  from 
Dick  Sachel,  who  Floridas  every  winter  . . . 
Essaness  donated  the  24-sheet  poster  on  the 
side  of  the  Woods  Theatre  to  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign. 

Janet  Blair  stopped  long  enough  to  auto- 
graph thissa  and  thatta  for  service  men  as 
she  Chiefed  through,  going  east  for  the 
polio  campaign  . . . E.  K.  Simmons  who 
managed  the  Tivoli  at  Valparaiso  and  the 
Capitol  at  Fort  Wayne  has  gone  to  the  west 
coast  to  handle  a circuit. 

Charles  Schooffs  of  the  Downtown  Shop- 
ping News  has  taken  the  place  of  David 
Fields,  film  critic  for  the  sheet,  who  has 
resigned  . . . Cpl.  Harry  Mintz,  one  time 
manager  of  Warners’  Partheon  at  Hammond, 
is  furloughing  from  Ft.  Reilly,  Kas.,  where  he 
is  athletic  director  . . . The  motion  picture 
division  of  the  Red  Cross  drive  was  to 
lunch  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel,  January  25 
. . . Henry  Stowell  has  returned  to  Filmack 
as  art  director  . . . Orson  Welles  paused  here 
on  his  way  to  the  capital  for  the  inaugura- 
tion. He’ll  lecture  here  February  11  at  the 
Civic  Opera  House. 

Ralph  Redmon,  manager  of  Essaness’s  Lake 
Theatre,  is  in  Michael  Reese  Hospital  . . . 
Condolences  to  Harriet  Stone  of  B&K’s  ad- 
vertising department  whose  father,  A.  I. 
Stone,  died  January  14.  J.  J.  Unger,  United 
Artists  western  division  manager,  was  in  for 
a meeting  with  Rud  Lohrenz,  district  man- 
ager . . . Ben  Judel  of  Judel  Productions  was 
on  the  Row  visiting  old  pals.  He  now  makes 
his  home  on  the  west  coast  and  was  east- 
bound  on  business. 

Tom  Gilliam  of  20th-Fox  was  host  to  25 
pupils  of  General  Pershing  School  at  a 
screening  of  “Winged  Victory.”  On  February 
5 the  kids  will  discuss  the  picture  at  a round 
table  session  with  the  Better  Films  Council 
and  the  Womens  Federation  Club  at  the 
Shetfman  Hotel. 

Blue  Network  is  negotiating  with  B&K  for 
the  use  of  the  circuit’s  WBKB,  as  the  net- 
work wants  to  “televise”  its  first  hear-and- 
see  show  about  February  25.  Name  of  the 
program  is  “Ladies  Be  Seated”  and  it  will 
emanate  from  WRGB  in  Schenectady. 

Harry  Blumenthal  was  happy  the  other 
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day  when  he  heard  from  two  former  em- 
ployes, SeaBee  Frank  Kroll,  in  New  Guinea 
and  Lieut.  Mike  Borda  in  France,  both  of 
whom  were  with  Ad-Art  . . . B&K  has  a 
nice  publicity  gag  going  at  the  Roosevelt 
where  “Hollywood  Canteen”  is  the  attrac- 
tion. A doughnut  and  coffee  setup  for  men 
in  uniform  who  attend  the  show  is  getting 
nice  press  breaks  . . . John  Skube  is  ready- 
ing the  Lyric  Theatre  at  Gardener  for  re- 
opening. He  took  over  the  house  after  it 
had  been  dark  for  a year.  Si  Greiver  is 
booking. 

When  Clark  Gable  was  in  town  recently  he 
mentioned  to  Warren  Slee  of  the  local 
M-G-M  publicity  department  that  the  Gable 
ranch  needed  a monkey  wrench  as  tools  were 
very  scarce.  Warren  sent  said  wrench  to 
the  star  who  in  turn  wrote  his  thanks,  say- 
ing, “when  it  comes  to  monkey  business,  you 
sure  wrench  my  heart”  . . . Tom  McGrath, 
formerly  of  Warners  contract  department, 
on  furlough  was  telling  Hank  Porter  and 
Bill  Bishop  that  he  (the  sergeant)  had 
copped  the  Utah  state  bowling  champion- 
ship when  training  there. 

Joe  Winninger,  former  actor  and  onetime 
theatre  operator  in  Milwaukee,  is  asking 
bows  on  the  success  of  his  17-year-old  daugh- 
ter Joanne,  who  is  a member  of  the  “Kiss 
and  Tell”  company.  Joanne’s  uncle  is  Charles 
Winninger.  Joe  is  on  the  mangerial  staff  of 
the  Essaness  Devon  Theatre  . . . With  jobs 
plentiful  and  the  help  situation  what  it  is, 
the  B&K  Will  Rogers  Theatre  has  made  a 
record,  for  11  of  the  19  employes  have  been 
with  the  circuit  for  over  a year  . . . K.  S. 
Simmons,  has  resigned  from  the  Marcus 
Theatre  circuit.  Fort  Wayne,  and  has  gone 
to  Los  Angeles  where  he  will  be  in  the  film 
business.  He’s  a veteran  among  exhibitors. 

Much  interest  is  being  manifested  in  the 
midwest  power  conference,  set  for  the  Pal- 
mer House  April  9 and  10,  when  theatre  air 
conditioning  will  be  a major  topic  and  speak- 
ers will  include  H.  Carrier  of  Carrier  Corp., 
Syracuse,  who  will  discuss  centrifugal  com- 
pressors and  J.  Lichenstein  of  Foster  Whee- 
ler Corp.,  who  will  discuss  cooling  tower 
performance. 

Jack  Katz,  Roosevelt  Theatre  manager, 
was  named  third  vice-president-in-charge- 
of-athletics  by  the  B&K  Employes  Club, 
succeeding  Dick  Greer,  former  Garrick  man- 
ager, resigned. 

Walter  Lyon  has  been  named  manager  of 
the  B&K  Biltmore.  The  Jeff  Theatre,  for- 
merly operated  by  the  late  Samuel  Halper 
has  been  temporarily  closed  while  the  estate 
is  being  settled.  The  Morton  Park  Theatre 
has  been  closed  for  the  duration  . . . James 
Thompson,  recently  honorably  discharged 
from  the  army,  is  now  manager  of  the  B&K 
Terminal.  Before  entering  the  service  he 
managed  the  Garrick  . . . A1  Dezel  who  heads 
his  own  roadshow  company  has  moved  to 
Detroit  to  make  his  home  there.  Sam  Kap- 
lan is  in  charge  of  Dezel’s  Chicago  office. 
Sol  Cohen  of  Dezel’s  Chicago  office  has  been 
in  Cincinnati  for  a fortnight. 

Bob  O’Donnell,  here  for  the  Variety  Club 
installation,  left  for  Buffalo  and  other  points 
east.  James  Balmer,  also  at  the  club’s  din- 
ner, has  gone  back  east  to  Pittsburgh  . . . 
Jack  Rose  and  Alex  Manta,  who  just  joined 
forces,  have  taken  over  the  Ritz  Theatre  in 
Berwyn  on  a long-term  lease.  It’s  a 2,000 
seater,  formerly  operated  by  the  Lasker  cir- 
cuit . . . Sam  Kahl,  who  used  to  book  vaude- 
ville on  the  Keith-Orpheum  circuit  in  the 
old  days,  was  among  the  members  at  the 
Variety  Club  installation.  He  is  now  a life 
insurance  tycoon  and  was  trying  to  convince 
Frank  Smith,  RKO  biggie,  that  he  needed 
an  annuity  but  the  results  haven’t  been 
posted. 

Morris  Fensin  and  son,  Morton  of  Fensin 
Seating  Co.,  are  in  Miami,  with  Mrs.  Fensin 
who  is  convalescing. 


Variety  of  Illinois 
Installs  Officers 

CHICAGO — Variety  Club  of  Illinois  in- 
stalled its  officers  for  1945  at  a dinner  in 
the  Grand  ballroom  of  the  Blackstone  Hotel, 
Friday  night  last  week.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  members  and  guests  were  present. 
Among  the  latter  was  Bob  O’Donnell,  na- 
tional chief  barker,  who  came  from  Dallas 
for  the  occasion.  He  paid  a glowing  tribute 
to  the  Chicago  chapter  for  its  noteworthy 
philanthropies  in  its  comparatively  brief 
existence. 

Jack  Kirsch,  head  of  Allied  Theatres  of 
Illinois,  was  installed  as  chief  barker  by 
James  Balmer  former  national  Variety  Club 
secretary.  Kirsch  recounted  the  work  of 
the  Chicago  group  and  explained  the  impres- 
sive program  the  club  has  outlined  for  the 
coming  year.  Jack  Rose  was  installed  as 
first  assistant  chief  barker;  Edward  Brunei  - 
las,  second  assistant;  John  Balaban,  dough 
guy;  Irving  Mack,  property  master,  and 
Johnny  Jones,  Hal  Halperin,  William  “Doc” 
Banford,  Tom  Flannery,  William  Baker,  Ben 
Eisenberg  and  Lou  Harrison,  canvasmen. 

Vincent  Gottschalk  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies,  commentator  and  toastmaster 
and  put  on  his  mystifying  act  which  he 
called  “A  Trip  to  the  Fourth  Dimension.” 

The  club  staged  a bingo  party  the  follow- 
ing Saturday  night,  giving  the  new  officers 
something  to  officiate  at  immediately  after 
installation. 

Rodgers  Circuit  Requests 
Part  in  G.  Carey  Case 

ST.  LOUIS— The  I.  W.  Rodgers  & Co.  cir- 
cuit of  Cairo,  111.,  owners  of  the  Gem  and 
Rodgers  theatres  in  Caruthersville,  Mo.,  has 
filed  an  intervening  petition  in  the  complaint 
recently  brought  by  G.  Carey  of  the  Stadium 
Theatre  in  Caruthersville,  against  the  Big 
Five.  Carey  alleged  that  Loew’s,  Inc.,  had 
failed  to  make  M-G-M  pictures  available 
for  the  Stadium  for  some  run  and  that 
Warners,  RKO,  20th-Fox  and  Paramont 
were  granting  unreasonable  clearance  to  the 
opposition  houses,  the  Gem  and  the  Rodgers. 

Wisconsin  Dimes  Goal 
Is  75  Cents  Each  Seat 

MILWAUKEE — Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  state 
WAC  chairman,  reports  all  theatres  in  Wis- 
consin and  upper  Michigan  are  cooperating 
to  the  fullest  extent  in  the  March  of  Dimes 
campaign.  A goal  of  75  cents  a seat  has 
been  set  for  each  theatre,  he  said. 

Frank  Mantzke,  March  of  Dimes  distribu- 
tion chairman,  arranged  screenings  of  the 
Greer  Garson  trailer  for  all  exchange  em- 
ployes, starting  at  10:30  a.  m.  until  all  were 
accommodated.  He  provided  envelopes  for 
collections. 

War  Job  Campaign 
In  Theatre  Lobbies 

MILWAUKEE — United  States  employment 
service  interviewers  channeled  50  people  into 
war  jobs  in  the  first  three  days  of  a cam- 
paign in  six  downtown  theatres.  Mostly 
men  were  interviewed.  Interviewers  were  sta- 
tioned in  the  downtown  lobbies  from  Janu- 
ary 11  to  25.  From  there  they  will  move  to 
neighborhood  theatres  and  will  cover  at 
least  76.  A short  on  the  need  for  added  war 
workers  was  shown  at  all  the  houses  and 
pamphlets  were  distributed.  It  was  planned 
to  cover  all  Milwaukee  County  theatres. 


Republic  Acquires  "Gunsight" 

Republic  has  acquired  Frank  Gruber’s 
novel,  “Gunsight,”  for  next  season’s  schedule. 
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"Pirate"  in  9th  Week 
With  All  Takes  Up 

CHICAGO — Cold,  gloomy  weather  hasn’t 
dampened  the  ardor  of  theatre  fans  for  busi- 
ness is  good  with  holdovers  predominating 
but  going  strong.  The  Woods  sails  merrily 
along  in  the  ninth  week  of  “The  Princess  and 
the  Piraate”;  the  United  Artists  is  happy  with 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”;  the  State- 
Lake  can’t  have  any  complaints  about 
“Frenchman’s  Creek.”  The  Chicago  has  a 
winner  with  “Doughgirls”  and  a stage  bill 
which  includes  Henny  Youngman,  Kitty  Car- 
lisle and  Lou  Breese  band.  The  Garrick  came 
up  with  something  new,  “Hail  the  Conquer- 
ing Hero”  plus  “Dark  Mountain”  and  got  off 
to  a nice  start.  The  Grand  was  going  great 
guns  with  its  gruesome  twosome,  “House  of 
Frankenstein”  and  “Mummy’s  Curse”  but 
pulled  the  pair  in  the  middle  of  holdout 
business  to  make  way  for  “Can’t  Help  Sing- 
ing” which  moved  from  the  RKO  Palace  fol- 
lowing a pattern  that  RKO  has  established 
between  their  two  houses. 


(Average  is  100) 

Apollo-Very  Thought  of  You  (WB),  4th  wk  100 

Chicago— The  Doughgirls  (WB),  plus  Henny 
Youngman,  Kitty  Carlisle  on  stage  130 

Downtown— Music  in  Manhattan  (RKO),  plus' 

G^rrfrk  KWk-|b?ud  2nd  Pe9“Leg  Bates  on  stage....l05 
Garnck— Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para) 

Dark  Mountain  (Para)  jic 

Grand— House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ')";'’  Mummy's 
Curse  (Univ),  2nd  wk.  ion 

Oriental-Dark  Waters  OlA),  2nd  wk.;  plus  "Ray' 
Eberle  and  band,  Chaz  Chase  on  stage  125 

Palace— Can  t Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter 
Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  3rd  wk.  ins 

St°^SeT,elt_'HpllyWu00d  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk:.:  115 
State-Lake— Frenchman  s Creek  (Para),  4th  wk  110 
Studio  Ecztasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC) 

2nd  wk '•  nn 

UnA*f^  Ar'ists— Thirty  Seconds  Over  'Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  4th  wk nr 

Vnoods— The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO) 

9th  wk " ,„n 

W->d  P[ayhouse— The  Great  Mr.  Handel' "(Teitel) 

wk '.no 

Tokyo  Packs  Wisconsin  While 
Other  First  Runs  Do  Average 

MILWAUKEE  — “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo  packed  them  in  at  the  Wisconsin 
Hollywood  Canteen”  in  its  third  week  at 
"he  Warner  drew  average  business.  This 
was  the  same  with  the  other  houses  Busi- 
ness on  the  whole  has  held  up  well  at  the 
downtown  houses  since  the  new  year  started 
Alhambra— H°use  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)- 

C^rSe  (Univ>'  2nd  wk 100 

a^CeMHm‘  the  ContIuering  Hero  (Para)  Till 
We  Meet  Again  (Para)  ....  ..  ,nn 

Riverside— Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA)",  pius 

Horray  for  the  Girls  on  stage ]nn 

°'^ndrWmged  Victory  (20th-Fox)  • Dancina  in  ' 
Manhattan  (Col),  2nd  wk.  ...  ''  9 “ ]ln 

Warner— Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 100 

V/isconsm— Thn-ty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 
Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M)...  . . .....  ...  .'...140 

Indianapolis  Grosses  Hold  Up 
In  Week  of  Irregular  Starts 

INDIANAPOLIS — With  irregular  openings 
at  most  of  the  first  run  houses,  boxoffice 
grosses  held  up  fairly  well.  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen led  at  the  Indiana.  Despite  the  in- 
clement weather  subsequent  run  houses 
noted  some  improvement  in  theatre  at- 
tendance. 

ASm,0tiTqath  °,f  V^gecnce  (PRC);  Call  of  the 
bouth  Seas  (Rep)  7c 

Ambassador—Dead  End  (UA);  Kid  From 
bpain  (Goldwyn),  reissues  ..  on 

Cncle-Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para);  Hi  Beautiful  (Univ)...  Y iin 

Indiana— (Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) l?n 

L°5eVday^ThlrtY  Seconds  °ver  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

Lyric— Frenchman's  Creek  (Para).  9 days  no 


Buys  Star  at  Oshkosh 

OSHKOSH,  WIS.— Lawrence  J.  Seidl  who 
came  here  from  North  Dakota,  has  pur- 
chased the  Star  Theatre  from  H.  K.  Timm 
operator  of  the  theatre  for  the  past  seven 
years.  Seidl  will  take  possession  February  2. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

^,uy  Craig,  manager  of  Columbia,  left  for 
New  York  to  attend  the  world  premiere 
of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  which  will  be 
held  at  the  Music  Hall.  Marguerite  Stewart 
of  the  booking  department  has  returned  to 
her  desk  after  spending  a 15-day  vacation 
with  her  husband  who  is  in  the  armed  forces 
...  At  a special  screening  Saturday  night 
in  the  20th-Fox  preview  theatre,  Columbia 
showed  “Tonight  and  Every  Night,”  to  a 
packed  house  . . . Joe  Bohn,  PRC  exchange 
is  minus  his  voice  and  Mrs.  Bohn  is  pinch- 
hitting  for  him.  Joe  has  an  infected  throat 
and  his  doctor  advised  him  to  cut  out  the 
jabber. 

Rex  Carr,  general  manager,  Marcus  Enter- 
prises, is  suffering  with  a severe  cold  and  was 
confined  to  his  home  most  of  the  week  . . . 
Max  Facter,  Alliance  Theatre  booker,  spent 
the  week  on  Filmrow  buying  and  booking 
pictures  . . . Fred  Switow  of  the  Switow  cir- 
cuit, Louisville,  returned  to  his  desk  after 
several  days  at  home  suffering  from  a cold. 

Buying  and  booking  pictures  on  Filmrow 

despite  the  adverse  weather  conditions  were: 
Edward  Campbell,  Louisville;  Rodger  Wright, 
who  operates  the  Madrid  Theatre  at  Akron, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Griffiths  of  Bos- 
well, who  operate  the  new  Boswell  Theatre 
. . . Henry  Reiss,  who  heads  the  Reiss  cir- 
cuit, Louisville,  is  planning  a trip  to  Mex- 
ico City,  about  mid-February. 

The  Variety  Club  is  making  elaborate  plans 
for  the  installation  of  its  new  officers  . . . 
The  showing  of  the  French  picture 
“Mayerling  to  Sarajeve”  at  the  Ritz  Thea- 
tre, drew  a full  house  . . . Film  salesmen 
still  are  bucking  icy  roads  in  the  Indian- 
apolis territory  . . . Louisville  exhibitors  proud 
of  their  prowess  at  gin  rummy,  were  taken  for 
a setback  during  the  week  when  the  Indian- 
apolis wolves  gave  them  some  good  instruc- 
tions on  how  to  play  the  game. 

Russell  Brentlinger,  who  manages  the  RKO 
exchange,  spent  the  week  in  Chicago  and 
Fort  Wayne  on  business  . . . Gyla  Petit  is 
the  new  addition  to  the  RKO  office  staff. 

Ward.  Scott  of  Kansas  City,  20th-Fox  di- 
vision manager,  was  a visitor  at  the  local 
exchange  last  Monday  and  Tuesday.  While 
here  he  held  a sales  conference  with  book- 
ers and  salesmen  . . . Harry  W.  Moore,  a 
former  projectionist  in  local  theatres,  died 
January  18  at  the  City  Hospital  after  an 
illness  of  more  than  five  months  . . . Lieut. 
John  R.  Pfarr,  who  before  his  induction  into 
the  armed  forces  was  assistant  manager  of 
the  St.  Clair  Theatre  here,  and  now  in  Italy, 
was  awarded  the  air  medal. 

“Brownout”  regulations  will  become  ef- 
fective in  Indianapolis  February  1.  Illumina- 
tion of  theatre  marquees  will  be  darkened, 
except  for  60  watts  of  illumination  for  safe- 
ty purposes  . . . A1  Ackerman  who  recently 
acquired  the  Tuxedo  Theatre,  announced  the 
promotion  of  Larry  Jacobs,  who  has  been 
managing  the  Tacoma  Theatre  for  the  last 
15  months,  to  the  position  of  general  man- 
ager of  the  newly-organized  circuit.  Jacobs 
has  been  associated  with  Warners,  M-G-M, 
United  Artists  and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  manager,  publicity  director  and 
field  exploiteer. 


105  Theatres  Pledged 

ST.  LOUIS  — Harry  C.  Arthur,  Missouri 
chairman  for  the  1945  March  of  Dimes  drive, 
announced  that  105  theatres  here  have  signed 
pledges  to  make  collections  of  dimes  during 
the  drive. 


Helen  Pender  to  Warner  Pact 

Helen  Pender,  a newcomer,  has  been  signed 
to  a long-term  Warner  pact. 


Illinois  Polio  Drive 
May  Raise  $1  a Seat 

CHICAGO — The  receipts  from  325  out  of 
333  theatres  in  Cook  County,  and  from  an 
unprecedented  majority  of  houses  through- 
out the  state,  of  signed  pledges  of  coopera- 
tion was  reported  by  the  Illinois  co-chair- 
men, Maurice  M.  Rubens  and  Jack  Kirsch,  at 
the  1945  March  of  Dimes  kickoff  luncheon 
at  the  Hotel  Blackstone,  Monday,  attended 
by  175  Chicago  area  exhibitors. 

Rubens  emphasized  that  with  this  record 
number  of  pledged  theatres  he  expected  the 
average  seat  contribution  to  hit  $1  in  the 
1945  drive.  Rubens,  who  has  charge  of  the 
campaign  in  Illinois  outside  of  Chicago  and 
Cook  County,  stated  that  last  year’s  average 
was  about  37  cents  a seat. 

“In  1944  only  252  theatres  in  the  state 
area  cooperated,  but  this  year  we  already 
have  received  pledges  from  452  theatres,” 
Rubens  said. 

Kirsch,  in  charge  of  the  drive  in  Cook 
County,  indicated  that  last  year’s  total  of 
$152,000  would  be  greatly  exceeded  in  the 
1945  collections  which  are  to  be  held  Janu- 
ary 25-31,  or  January  26-February  1. 

A speaker  was  Dr.  Edward  A.  Piszczek,  who 
is  seen  in  the  Greer  Garson  1945  March  of 
Dimes  trailer,  “The  Miracle  of  Hickory.”  The 
trailer  was  shown  at  the  meeting  immediate- 
ly before  Piszczek,  who  has  been  active  for 
13  years  in  the  fight  against  polio,  was  in- 
troduced in  person.  He  related  interesting 
experiences  in  connection  with  his  duties  as 
director  of  the  emergency  hospital  at  Hick- 
ory, N.  C.,  which  is  featured  in  the  trailer. 
The  doctor  and  many  members  of  his  staff 
worked  20  hours  daily  for  four  weeks  in 
establishing  the  hospital. 

Other  speakers  were  Britton  I.  Budd  and 
Col.  A.  A.  Sprague,  co-chairmen  in  Cook 
County  for  the  1945  campaign,  who  thanked 
the  exhibitors  for  their  efforts,  and  Frances 
L.  Karlsteen,  executive  secretary  of  the  Cook 
County  chapter  of  the  National  Foundation 
for  Infantile  Paralysis.  She  said  personnel 
would  be  supplied  through  her  office  to 
about  70  theatres  in  Chicago,  where  the 
manpower  shortage  is  most  acute,  to  assist  in 
making  the  audience  collections. 

Heads  of  circuits  who  spoke  included  John 
Balaban,  president  of  Balaban  & Katz. 
Among  those  at  the  speakers  table  were 
James  Coston,  Chicago  zone  manager  for  the 
Warner  Bros.  Theatre  Management  Corp.; 
Jim  Booth,  representing  Essaness  Theatres; 
Rube  Schoenstadt,  Schoenstadt  & Sons  cir- 
cuit; Tom  Gilliam,  branch  manager  of  20th- 
Fox,  who  is  the  distributors  drive  chairman, 
and  Harris  Silverberg,  Chicago  manager  of 
National  Screen  Service. 

W.  K.  Hollander  of  B&K  again  is  pub- 
licity director  for  the  motion  picture  divi- 
sion of  the  campaign.  He  is  assisted  by  mem- 
bers of  his  B&K  publicity  department  and 
by  exploiteers  for  other  circuits  and  ex- 
changes. 

War  Films  Will  Point  Up 
Robert  Casey  Talks 

CHICAGO — The  Chicago  Daily  News  has 
arranged  to  show  motion  pictures  of  the 
fighting  in  France  as  a prelude  to  the  three 
talks  to  Chicago  parents  which  Robert  J. 
Casey,  News  correspondent,  will  give  here  in 
two  weeks. 

Casey,  who  has  covered  every  major  phase 
of  the  war  since  its  beginnings  in  1939,  will 
speak  on  “Your  Boy  Against  Hitler,”  and  de- 
scribe for  friends  and  relatives  of  Chicago 
fighting  men  the  actual  conditions  under 
which  they  fight,  live  and  die. 

The  first  showing  of  the  films  will  take 
place  on  the  south  side,  January  30,  in  the 
auditorium  of  Hyde  Park  high  school.  Ad- 
mission will  be  free. 
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MILWAUKEE 

TVAary  Guiffre,  formerly  of  the  National 
Screen  office,  has  joined  the  WAVES 
. . . Becky  Hoffman,  Metro,  relates  her  sis- 
ter-in-law at  Kansas  City  has  a new  fur 
coat  and  a new  maid,  but  has  to  give  the 
coat  to  the  maid  to  wear  to  keep  her  . . . 
Barney  Sherman,  Regal  manager,  and  his 
wife  are  blessed-eventing.  Barney  hopes  its 
a boy;  girls  rule  his  home  at  present. 

Don  Deakin  of  the  Delles  Theatre,  Wis- 
consin Delles,  finally  weakened  and  put  in  a 
popcorn  machine  . . . Hugo  Birmingham,  for- 
mer Palace  manager,  now  manages  the  Gar- 
field . . . Johnny  Mednikow,  NSS  manager, 
has  kept  on  the  “plenty  busy”  side  dispatch- 
ing those  March  of  Dimes  Greer  Garson 
trailers  and  one-sheets  to  all  state  exhibi- 
tors. 

Dave  Ross,  Metro  salesman,  is  vacationing 
in  California  three  weeks  . . . Local  theatre 
marquee  lights  and  considerable  lobby  light- 
ing were  dimmed  in  advance  of  the  WPB 
fuel  conservation  order. 

Alex  Frame,  father  of  Sharon,  the  girl 
who  sold  the  most  bonds  in  that  Junior  B29er 
kiddie  bond  drive,  was  in  the  show  business 
in  earlier  days.  Alex  with  his  brother  had 
state  rights  28  years  back  for  “And  the 
Children  Pay,”  that  oldie  with  Jane  Adams 
and  Gareth  Hughes  . . . Terry  Turner,  RKO 
national  head  of  field  publicists,  and  Bob 
Hickey,  RKO  Chicago  executive,  were  in 
town  . . . Sgt.  Mel  Mednikow,  son  of  Johnny 
Mednikow  of  NSS  who  has  been  in  the  air 
corps  for  over  two  years,  left  for  overseas 
duty  on  New  Year’s  Day.  Prior  to  departure, 
Mel  became  engaged  to  Miriam  Ruth  Fisch- 
man,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Fischman  of  St.  Louis. 

Frank  Eckhardt,  Allen,  Jefferson,  was  on 
the  Row  . . . Ditto  Sam  Vincient  of  Den- 
mark and  Irv  Vincient  of  Oconto  Falls. 

Fred  Mindlin,  NSS  salesman  out  of  Grand 
Rapids,  formerly  had  charge  of  special  serv- 
ice for  NSS  in  Chicago  . . . Martin  George 
Sattler  of  a local  brewing  family,  recently 
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appointed  Wisconsin  Theatre  manager,  was 
called  for  his  induction  physical.  He  couldn't 
make  the  marines  a while  back  due  to  age. 

Mike  Newman,  manager  of  the  Fox  in 
Stevens  Point,  was  in,  as  was  Larry  Beltz, 
manager  of  the  Grand,  Wausau  . . . Mrs. 
Anita  Schrinsky  is  the  new  assistant  book- 
keeper at  NSS  . . . Mark  Brazee,  Warner 
circuit  theatre  executive,  reports  all  Warner 
exhibitors  plugging  March  of  Dimes  . . . Lou 
Orlove,  Metro  tub  thumper,  was  in  New  York 
to  confer  with  W.  R.  Ferguson,  Metro  pub- 
licity head. 

Rumors  were  persistent  that  the  Riverside 
would  discontinue  stage  shows  and  operate  as 
a first  run  picture  spot.  First  runs  have 
played  the  theatre  recently,  and  that’s  an 
innovation. 

Asher  Levy,  Davidson  Theatre  owner,  has 
been  smiling.  The  demand  for  ducats  to 
“Oklahoma”  buried  20  people  under  a snow 
slide  of  mail  orders,  and  acceptance  of  mail 
orders  was  discontinued  for  a time  . . . Dick 
Powell  is  expected  here  in  tiein  on  “Murder 
My  Sweet”  . . . The  wrestler,  Mike  Mazurki 
of  the  picture  in  which  he  all  but  killed  a 
naval  officer,  also  is  expected  in  town  . . . 
Virginia  Mayo  of  “Princess  and  the  Pirate” 
also  will  appear. 

Billy  Pierce,  Savoy  manager,  was  showing 
a Teddy  Powell  short,  “Melody  Mill,”  with 
Ray  Eberle  vocalizing,  the  same  week  Eberle 
played  the  Riverside  in  person.  Pierce 
brought  Eberle  to  the  Savoy  for  an  appear- 
ance, and  had  to  call  police  “to  quell  the 
riot”  . . . An  “international  exposition”  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  is  in  the  making, 
with  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  head  of  Fox  Wis- 
consin, starting  things  rolling. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Ray  Lenz,  Pastime 
Theatre,  Horicon;  Augie  Geyer,  Troy,  East 
Troy;  W.  J.  Thelen,  assistant  to  August 
Berkholz,  of  the  West  Bend  Theatre,  West 
Bend;  James  Boden,  Grand,  South  Milwau- 
kee, and  Irv  Koenigsrider,  Greendale  ex- 
hibitor, braved  the  elements  but  reached  the 
Row  . . . “Colonel  Corn”  Spike  Jones  is  slated 
for  a March  appearance  at  the  Riverside. 

Noreen  Nash,  wife  of  Dr.  Lee  Siegel,  for- 
mer Milwaukeean,  just  inked  a Paramount 
contract.  Noreen’s  beauty  has  been  a conver- 
sation stopper  on  the  west  coast,  it  is  said. 
Paulette  Goddard,  wife  of  Burgess  Meredith, 
for  v/hom  Dr.  Siegel  prescribed,  arranged 
things  . . . Mike  Cola,  NSS  shipper,  was 
away  from  his  chores  with  chickenpox  . . . 
Bert  Fischer,  veteran  Milwaukee  exhibitor, 
plans  to  donate  a vintage  1908  Motiograph 
to  the  budding  museum  collection  of  obsolete 
film  equipment. 

All  Wisconsin  managers  of  the  Fox  cir- 
cuit were  in  for  a meeting  . . . Bob  Steiman 
reports  his  brother  Dave  is  back  with  his 
Canadian  air  force  unit  . . . The  Reel  Fellows 
Club  installed  Frank  Fischer  as  president 
and  Joe  Imhoff  as  secretary-treasurer  in  a 
conclave  at  Wisconsin  Hotel. 

Nitery  Entertainers  Sign 
As  War  Plant  Workers 

CHICAGO — More  than  2,000  cafe  enter- 
tainers have  signed  up  for  full  or  parttime 
jobs  in  essential  industry,  according  to  Jack 
Irving,  executive  secretary  of  American  Guild 
of  Vaudeville  Actors  who,  himself,  has  taken 
on  a full-time  war  job. 

On  February,  entertainers  will  go  on  a six- 
day  week,  according  to  the  edict  of  the 
AGVA  allowing  time  for  war  work,  Irving 
explained.  Whether  or  not  cafes  will  close 
on  the  night  they  are  without  entertainers, 
has  not  been  determined.  Just  how  much 
v/ar  work  a performer  can  do  in  one  day  per 
week  was  not  explained  by  Irving,  nor  did  he 
list  any  industries  where  one-day-a-week 
workers  were  sought.  Whatever  move  is 
made  will  affect  6,800  entertainers  in  the 
Chicago  area. 


Milwaukee  Universal 
Has  a New  Manager 

MILWAUKEE — William  L.  Parker,  former 
city  salesman  for  Universal  at  Los  Angeles, 
will  succeed  Frank  Mantzke  as  Milwaukee 
Universal  manager.  Mantzke  made  numer- 
ous friends  in  the  seven  years  he  has  been 
here.  He  will  leave  February  1,  probably  to 
the  coast. 

Parker  formerly  worked  at  Chicago  and 
Indianapolis  as  Metro  exploiteer.  Three  and 
one-half  years  back  he  joined  Universal  in 
Los  Angeles.  He  has  arrived  here. 

A farewell  party  for  Mantzke  was  spon- 
sored at  Hotel  Schroeder  Monday  by  the  Reel 
Fellows  Club,  exchange  managers  and  mo- 
tion picture  operators.  Personnel  of  ex- 
changes, circuit  men,  exhibitors,  projection- 
ists and  newsmen  attended. 

Steinberg  Promoted 
In  a Republic  Shift 

ST.  LOUIS — Nat  Steinberg,  local  Republic 
manager  for  several  years,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  manager  of  the  prairie  district, 
which  includes  St.  Louis,  Des  Moines,  Kan- 
sas City  and  Omaha.  He  is  a veteran  of  the 
distribution  field  in  St.  Louis,  starting  his 
career  some  30  years  ago  with  the  Wagner 
Film  & Amusement  Co.,  which  later  con- 
solidated with  two  other  companies  to  form 
the  Swanson-Crawford  Film  Co.  Later  he 
was  associated  with  Universal  and  then  en- 
tered the  state  rights  field  with  the  Columbia 
Pictures  Corp.  of  Missouri. 

Another  local  veteran  who  has  won  a pro- 
motion in  the  new  Republic’s  setup,  effective 
February  12  is  Dave  Nelson,  who  has  been 
the  southern  Illinois  salesman  for  the  past 
eight  years.  He  has  been  selected  to  become 
branch  manager  at  Des  Moines.  Prior  to 
joining  Republic’s  sales  organization  here, 
Nelson  was  for  many  years  in  the  exhibition 
end  of  the  business.  In  the  early  days  he 
was  associated  in  managerial  capacities  with 
Harry  Koplar  and  then  with  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co. 

Bill  Weiss,  who  has  been  with  Steinberg  at 
Republic  for  eight  of  the  past  ten  years,  has 
been  named  sales  manager  in  St.  Louis.  Aside 
from  his  connection  with  Republic  during  the 
past  ten  years  he  was  for  a time  with  Para- 
mount. 


ST.  LOUIS 

Tommy  James,  owner  of  the  New  Comet, 
the  Douglas  and  the  Strand,  has  received 
four  WAC  citations  for  the  work  of  his 
houses  in  various  campaigns,  but  his  prize 
“citation”  is  a letter  received  recently  from 
his  son,  Jimmy,  on  overseas  duty  with  the 
army,  commending  Pop  Tommy  for  raising 
so  much  money  for  the  nation’s  war  effort. 
Tommy  has  had  this  letter  blown  up  to 
many  times  the  original  size  and  it  com- 
mands a prominent  place  in  the  lobby  of 
the  New  Comet. 

Twelve  tickets  to  Fanchon  & Marco’s  Am- 
bassador, Fox  and  Missouri  theatres  were 
among  the  articles  auctioned  off  at  the 
KMOX-Globe-Democrat  Mile-o-Dimes  booth 
January  20.  Receipts  from  the  auction, 
which  also  included  such  items  as  cigarets, 
scotch  and  bourbon  whisky  and  nylon 
hosiery,  totaled  $2,287,  raising  the  grand  total 
for  the  first  week  of  the  booth  to  $15,645. 
Other  receipts,  such  as  dimes  mailed  in, 
raised  the  week’s  total  to  about  $18,000.  This 
was  far  ahead  of  the  first  weeks  in  similar 
campaigns  of  other  years. 
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Downtown  Houses  Face 
Worst  Jolt  in  Brownout 


Appeal  on  Some  Job 
Drafts  Is  Planned 

MINNEAPOLIS — Moving  to  avert  a shut- 
down because  of  insufficient  personnel,  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances will  appeal  to  draft  boards  to  re- 
consider orders  to  its  employes  to  find  em- 
ployment in  war  industries,  President  John 
J.  Friedl  announced.  Those  circumstances 
will  be  when  the  retention  of  the  men  in- 
volved is  necessary  for  the  company’s  con- 
tinued operation,  he  explained. 

Before  taking  any  action,  Friedl  said,  the 
company  will  await  further  detailed  infor- 
mation to  learn  definitely  how  it  will  be 
affected  by  the  48-hour  directive  and  other 
new  manpower  regulations.  Steps  to  meet 
the  situation  then  will  be  considered,  ac- 
cording to  Friedl. 

Another  blow,  the  third  in  two  weeks,  hit 
20th-Fox  exchange.  On  the  heels  of  draft 
board  notices  to  Sol  Malisow,  North  Dakota 
salesman,  and  LeRoy  Johnson,  head  ship- 
per, to  switch  to  war  industries,  Irving  Mills, 
Office  manager,  received  a similar  directive 
from  his  New  York  City  draft  board. 

Malisow  and  Johnson  lost  no  time  in  find- 
ing new  employment.  They’re  now  at  work 
here  for  Minneapolis  Moline  Co.,  manufac- 
turer of  ammunition. 

Similar  blows  are  anticipated  by  other 
film  exchanges  and  theatre  circuits  here. 

John  Quinlan  Appointed 
Assistant  at  Orpheum 

KANSAS  CITY — Lawrence  Lehman,  man- 
ager of  the  Orpheum,  announced  John  Quin- 
lan is  now  assistant  manager  there,  succeed- 
ing Richard  Frederick  who  has  returned  to 
Chicago.  Quinlan  formerly  was  assistant  to 
Will  Singer  at  the  Brandeis,  Omaha,  and 
was  manager  at  the  Liberty  in  New  Orleans. 
He  comes  here  from  Westwood,  Calif.,  where 
he  managed  a house  for  Fox  West  Coast. 


Livingston  of  Potosi 
Befriends  All  GIs 

POTOSI,  MO. — L.  L.  Livingston,  manager 
of  the  Plaza  Theatre  here,  makes  it  a good- 
will policy  to  admit  all  service  men  and 
women  free.  He  says  his  is  the  only  theatre 
in  Missouri  where  this  is  done. 


Rothrock  Plays  Host 

MAOKSVILLE,  KAS.  — Manager  G.  W. 
Rothrock  of  the  Rothrock  here  gave  a free 
Christmas  matinee  for  children  of  this  com- 
munity December  23.  The  feature  was  “Rid- 
ing West”  and  a gift  was  presented  to  every 
child  in  attendance.  On  the  preceding 
Saturday  Rothrock  turned  his  theatre  over 
to  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  an- 
other free  matinee. 


Strand  Theatre  Damaged 

CLINTON,  IOWA — A fire  originating  in  the 
dressing  room  under  the  stage  caused  dam- 
age to  the  Strand  Theatre  here.  The  man- 
agement has  continued  showings  despite  dam- 
ages. Plans  are  being  made  to  put  in  a new 
screen,  new  close-in  curtains  and  to  repaint 
the  front  of  the  theatre.  The  Strand  is  a 
Tri-States  house  managed  by  P.  D.  Allman. 


20th  Executives  Visit 

DES  MOINES— W.  C.  Gehring,  20th-Fox 
division  manager  from  New  York  City,  and 
M.  A.  Levy,  district  manager  from  Minne- 
apolis, were  scheduled  to  arrive  here  Janu- 
ary 24  for  a week’s  visit  at  the  exchange 
here. 


Rhoden  and  Associate 
Buy  5, 000- Acre  Farm 

Kansas  City — One  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  folks  on  the  Row  address- 
ing Elmer  C.  Rhoden  as  “Squire.”  He 
and  associates  recently  acquired  nearly 
5,000  acres  of  land  around  Tarkio,  Mo. 
Rhoden,  head  of  Fox  Midwest  Theatres, 
is  quoted  as  having  said  the  land  will  be 
used  to  raise  livestock  or  merely  as  an 
investment. 

Another  on  Filmrow  to  buy  farm  land 
within  the  last  few  months  is  Charles  T. 
Manley  of  Manley,  Inc.  His  purchase  was 
about  3,000  acres  but  will  tie  in  directly 
with  his  popcorn  appliance  business,  his 
plan  being  to  raise  a fine  grade  to  sell 
with  his  machines. 


Alvin  Tries  Stock  Burly 
When  Wheel  Folds 

MINNEAPOLIS — Harry  Hirsch’s  Alvin  The- 
atre goes  into  stock  burlesque  this  week. 
The  change  from  roadshows  was  made  neces- 
sary by  the  discontinuation  of  western  wheel 
operations. 


Brimmer  in  Hospital  111 

DES  MOINES — Bill  Brimmer,  Warner 
salesman  here,  has  been  seriously  ill  of 
pneumonia  for  the  past  two  weeks.  He  was 
stricken  at  Decorah,  Iowa,  and  was  brought 
to  the  Iowa  Lutheran  Hospital  here  where 
last  reports  indicated  he  was  much  better. 


“WINGED  VICTORY”  AFFAIR— Col. 
Ralph  M.  Spake  awards  a DSC,  a DFC 
and  two  Air  Medals  to  Mrs.  Kenneth  Mar- 
tin, wife  of  Col.  Kenneth  Martin,  who  is 
a prisoner  in  Germany,  in  a ceremony  on 
the  stage  of  the  Uptown,  Kansas  City. 
The  event  was  a climax  of  the  premiere 
night  events  arranged  for  “Winged  Vic- 
tory.” 


MINNEAPOLIS — Many  theatre  folk  here 
are  of  the  opinion  that  downtown  theatres 
will  suffer  and  neighborhood  and  suburban 
situations  probably  benefit  when  canopy 
lights  and  other  signs  at  downtown  houses 
go  out  February  1 in  compliance  with  the 
WPB  order. 

The  way  they  f-igure  it  out  is  that  the 
loop  “bright  lights”  really  have  constituted 
a very  considerable  part  of  the  magnet  at- 
tracting the  younger  element,  comprising 
much  of  present-day  theatre  patronage,  away 
from  the  neighborhoods  to  the  downtown 
section.  When  these  lights  are  eliminated, 
the  downtown  managers  fear,  many  of  these 
young  people  will  drift  back  to  the  neighbor- 
hoods. Once  downtown,  the  teen-age  young- 
sters and  many  of  their  elders  attend  one 
of  the  showhouses  even  when  they  originally 
had  no  intention  of  doing  so.  Also,  it  is 
argued,  the  downtown  illumination  and 
crowds  have  helped  to  make  loop  theatre- 
going more  attractive  than  that  in  the 
neighborhoods. 

Another  fear  expressed  is  that  extinguish- 
ing the  lights,  something  new  for  Minne- 
apolis which  hasn't  had  blackouts,  will  make 
many  unescorted  women,  the  bulk  of  film 
patrons  now,  afraid  to  go  out  at  night  and 
thus  hurt  the  boxoffice. 

Jones  Finds  Harp  Player 
For  Omaha  Engagement 

OMAHA — Spike  Jones  has  found  his  harp 
player. 

She  is  Myrtle  Gillespie  of  Omaha,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Gillespie.  For  more 
than  a week  Mort  Ruby,  Jones’s  representa- 
tive, sought  a harp  player  for  the  Omaha 
engagement.  Then  he  found  Miss  Gillespie, 
who  is  being  used  to  work  out  some  new 
musical  routines  that  Spike  had  in  mind.  If 
the  experiment  is  successful,  Spike  may  in- 
clude a harp  player  on  his  tour. 

Miss  Gillespie,  now  in  the  laboratory  at 
Fort  Omaha,  obtained  a temporary  leave  of 
absence  for  the  trial.  A 1940  graduate  of 
South  High  School,  she  specialized  in  orches- 
tral playing  and  was  with  the  All  City 
Symphony. 


Barnes  Perdue  Buys  Show 
At  Sunflower  War  Town 

KANSAS  CITY — Barnes  Perdue,  former 
H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres  manager  who  re- 
cently returned  from  army  service,  has  taken 
over  the  Sunflower  Theatre  at  Sunflower, 
Kas.,  the  community  that  has  gx»wn  up 
near  the  Sunflower  gunpowder  war  plant. 
He  bought  out  R.  Y.  Hopkins  and  Dan  R. 
Alber.  The  theatre  operates  four  days  a 
week  in  the  Community  Bldg,  where  church 
services  are  held  on  Sundays  and  dances  and 
other  recreational  events  on  the  two  days 
the  theatre  doesn’t  run. 


Fire  Destroys  Tonka 

MINNEAPOLIS — Fire  that  broke  out  in  the 
furnace  room  two  hours  after  it  had  closed 
for  the  night  completely  destroyed  the  Tonka 
Theatre,  the  only  showhouse  in  Excelsior, 
Minn.,  - a Minneapolis  suburb.  The  500-seat 
house  was  erected  three  years  ago.  It  will 
be  rebuilt. 
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Olathe  Base  Reverses  the  Procedure ; 
Sailors  Host  to  Kaycee  Filmrowites 


By  VELMA  WEST  SYKES 

KANSAS  CITY — Reversing  the  usual 
process,  where  motion  picture  people  enter- 
tain service  men,  the  personnel  at  the  Olathe 
Naval  Base,  near  here,  entertained  a large 
party  from  Filmrow  on  Thursday  night, 
January  18.  B.  J.  “Jim”  Bell,  RM  3/c,  who 
has  been  in  charge  of  motion  pictures  at  the 
station,  arranged  the  party  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Lieut.  George  C.  Getgood,  welfare 
officer,  and  his  assistant,  Lieut.  Marjorie 
Pegg.  Ward  Scott,  district  manager  for  20th- 
Fox,  and  his  secretary,  Miss  Betty  Drake, 
helped  Bell  with  the  arrangements,  which 
included  a showing  of  “The  Keys  of  the 
Kingdom.”  It  was  all  quite  in  the  tradition 
of  the  “postman’s  holiday,”  or  Newcastle  en- 
joying its  own  coal. 

Two  buses  were  sent  in  by  the  naval  base, 
with  drivers,  and  picked  up  those  attending 
the  party.  Others  went  down  in  private  cars. 
The  buses  were  loaded  at  18th  and  Wyan- 
dotte, where  the  regular  Olathe  bus  stops,  so 
there  was  much  amusement  on  bus  No.  1 
after  Overland  Park  was  passed  to  have  a 
flustered  gentleman  discover  that  he  was  on 
a private  bus  and  being  carried  past  his 
station.  Prior  to  the  discovery,  several  had 
been  inquiring  among  themselves  who  he 
was  and  with  which  film  company,  but  no 
one  had  thought  he  might  be  lost — and  the 
odd  part  of  it  is  he  had  not  seemed  to  notice 
he  was  in  a pretty  special  kind  of  group. 

Arrival  at  the  base  was  followed  by  a 
bountiful  feed  in  one  of  the  mess  halls,  served 
cafeteria  style,  with  the  addition  of  a neat 
work-saving  regulation  which  required  every- 
one to  return  his  tray  to  the  kitchen.  Piling 
back  into  the  buses,  guests  from  the  trade 
were  driven  to  the  recreation  hall,  where 
they  had  reserved  sections  somewhere  be- 
between  the  officers  and  enlisted  men.  Lieu- 
tenant Getgood  made  a brief  welcoming  ad- 
dress from  the  stage,  in  which  he  expressed 
appreciation  of  the  motion  picture  industry’s 
contribution  to  the  morale  and  entertainment 
of  the  men  and  women  in  service  and  said 
the  party  was  meant  as  a gesture  of  thanks 
for  this.  Before  the  picture,  numbers  were 


played  by  the  station  band,  and  a WAVE 
sang. 

Following  the  showing  of  the  picture,  Get- 
good invited  the  Filmrow  crowd  to  go  over 
to  the  taproom  for  refreshment  and  talk. 
Before  midnight  the  crowd  was  loaded  up 
again — you  were  supposed  to  go  back  in  the 
same  bus  in  which  you  came — and  the  re- 
turn trip  was  made  to  the  city  with  a heavy 
snow  falling.  Maybe  they  were  a little  quieter 
on  the  other  bus,  but  on  No.  1 an  impromptu 
songfest  brought  out  unsuspected  talent  and 
topped  off  a most  enjoyable  evening  with 
congenial  companions. 

* * * 

Among  the  guests  aside  from  regular  Film- 
rowites who  attended  the  naval  base  party 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Porta,  who  have 
the  Community  Theatre  at  Humansville,  Mo. 
They  happened  in  town  to  look  over  new 
equipment  for  their  other  theatre,  the  Gem 
at  Richland,  which  burned  after  the  matinee 
on  January  13.  The  Portas  are  planning  to 
rebuild  as  only  the  roof  and  the  cement  floor 
were  left  of  the  theatre.  The  Portas  admitted 
running  a theatre  has  its  problems  these 
days — they  have  lost  four  projectionists  in 
the  last  six  months — all  of  them  drafted. 
Mrs.  Porta’s  sister,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Petersen  of  the 
Plaza  Theatre  at  Greenfield,  Mo.,  was  with 
them. 

* * * 

In  any  kind  of  gathering,  the  talk  you 
hear  in  little  groups  is  often  of  more  interest 
than  an  address  by  a main  speaker.  Your 
correspondent  happened  to  be  sitting  at  the 
same  table  with  C.  C.  Knipe,  district  booker 
for  Universal,  during  the  “chow”  session  at 
Olathe.  Knipe  supervises  the  booking  for  a 
number  of  the  state  institutions  and  recently 
had  occasion  to  save  the  head  of  the  Girls’ 
Industrial  School  at  Beloit,  Kas.,  some  em- 
barrassment. The  films  she  had  ordered  were 
not  suitable  for  the  audience  for  which  they 
were  intended,  and  as  a conscientious  booker 
with  his  client’s  interest  at  heart,  Knipe 
made  the  changes  called  for  and  explained 
why  it  was  done. 

Upon  inquiry  he  enlarged  on  the  special 
delicacy  of  selection  which  institutions  re- 


quire. While  crime  pictures  might  have  spe- 
cial interest  for  prison  inmates,  he  admitted, 
they  are  not  the  type  generally  considered 
desirable. 

* * * 

It  may  be  an  old  stunt,  but  it  was  new 
to  some  there  when  Lieutenant  Getgood  an- 
nounced a vocal  number  by  Seaman  Dwight 
Allwyn  of  Indianapolis,  warning  the  audi- 
ence that  his  voice  range  was  quite  remark- 
able. Allwyn  stood  in  front  of  the  micro- 
phone and  went  through  all  the  motions 
of  singing  while  an  opera  record  gave  out 
over  the  p.a.  system.  There  were  still  a few 
who  had  not  caught  on  when  he  simpered 
back  for  an  encore  and  a soprano  voice  rang 
out  to  which  he  synchronized  his  gestures. 

Young  Allwyn’s  performance  tied  in  with 
the  picture  shown,  for  he  was  born  in  China 
of  missionary  parents  and  lived  there  until 
he  was  12  years  old.  He  has  been  making 
public  appearances  since  he  was  two,  he 
explained  later  when  interviewed,  and  has 
also  had  some  radio  experience.  In  fact, 
he  really  does  sing,  and  not  always  by  proxy. 


Many  From  the  Trade 
Guests  at  Olathe  Party 

KANSAS  CITY — Many  from  Filmrow  were 
in  attendance  at  the  dinner  and  screening 
Thursday,  January  18,  at  the  Olathe  Naval 
Air  Base. 

The  industry  guests  included: 

National  Screen:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  George  Ross, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Meyers,  Mary  Connelly,  Hildred 
Grob,  Ruby  Hatfield,  Alice  Miller,  Hazel  Buell, 
Nelda  Sweeney  and  Elsie  Dunn. 

RKO:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  A Renfro,  Paul  J.  Back, 
Winston  Brown,  Gilbert  Jones,  Louise  Phillippi, 
Frances  Stickle,  Sophie  Pappas,  Betty  Lou  Kelsey 
and  Gil  Canfield. 

M-G-M:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Hensler,  Noreen  Pugh, 
Myrtle  Cain,  Woodrow  Walker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Johns  and  Mary  Ryan. 

Paramount:  R.  C.  LiBeau,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  H. 
Cole,  Marguerite  Levy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Mor- 
etta,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Bruegging,  R.  M.  Cope- 
land and  Ann  O'Toole. 

Universal:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  Warneke,  C.  C. 
Knipe,  Virginia  and  Rosalee  Gaylord,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  P.  Klein,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Morrow  and  Webster 
Knight. 

Frank  Plumlee  represented  Griffith. 

Twentieth-Fox:  W.  J.  Kubitzki,  Shirley  Harrington, 
Betty  Parrott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Scott,  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Woodward  and  Betty  Drake. 

Columbia:  Sidney  Lax,  Shirley  Mundy,  Wanda 
Wilburn,  Lois  Lee  Bender,  Hazel  Dodds  and  Jeanette 
Lohr. 

Commonwealth:  Dorothy  Ballew,  Jane  Cecil,  Betty 
Cramm,  Marguerite  Gelling  and  Evelyn  Kessler. 

Republic:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Lewis  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Durland. 

Monogram:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Lee. 

PRC:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beverly  Miller. 

National  Theatre  Supply:  Clarence  Edwards  and 
R C.  Kelley. 

BOXOFFICE:  Ben  S.  Brown,  Velma  West  Sykes 
and  Martha  I.  Dudley. 

Others  attending  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Baker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finton 
Jones,  Dick  Biechele,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Bovim, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Porta  of  Humansville,  Mo.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Peterson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babe  Cohn,  Mrs. 
Jerry  Zigmond  and  Mrs.  Dean  Meyers. 


Sherman  Stages  Yule  Frolic 

GOODLAND,  KAS.— What  virtually 
amounted  to  an  all-day  Christmas  party 
brought  joy  to  the  hearts  of  Goodland  chil- 
dren during  the  holidays.  The  Sherman 
Theatre,  in  cooperation  with  the  local  Elks 
lodge,  opened  the  day’s  festivities  by  pre- 
senting two  complete  shows  starting  at  10 
a.  m.,  December  16. 

After  the  second  performance  the  chil- 
dren adjourned  to  the  Elks  club  room  where 
a Christmas  tree  and  treats  awaited  them. 


Badge  to  Blackwell 

KANSAS  CITY — Homer  L.  and  Mrs.  Black- 
well  have  been  informed  that  their  son,  Pvt. 
James  D.  Blackwell,  has  received  the  Combat 
Infantryman  Badge  in  France.  Homer  Black- 
well  is  a well-known  Filmrowite  here. 


MINNEAPOLIS  GREETS  ’EM — Ray  Jenkins,  general  manager  of  KSTP  and 
director  of  operations  for  the  Northwest  Network,  welcomes  Robert  Folliard,  cap- 
tain of  the  Ned  Depinet  drive.  Left  to  right:  Ray  Jenkins;  Folliard;  Herbert 
Greenblatt,  RKO  midwestern  district  manager;  Walter  Branson,  western  division 
manager,  and  C.  J.  Dressell,  Minneapolis  branch  manager. 
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'Have'  and  'Window' 
Big  ai  Kansas  City 

KANSAS  CITY — Music  in  the  Newman 
and  Orpheum  boxoffices  rose  to  a rousing 
crescendo  as  both  theatres  scored  riotously 
with  their  two  very  fine  pictures,  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not”  at  the  Newman  and  “The 
Woman  in  the  Window”  at  the  Orpheum. 
Though  it  snowed  and  rained  all  day  Sun- 
day the  lines  queued  up  outside  the  ticket 
windows  as  merrily  as  though  it  were  the 
balmiest  of  spring  days. 

At  the  Midland  business  was  very  good,  too, 
though  not  up  to  some  of  the  records  of  re- 
cent weeks.  “Guest  in  the  House”  played  to 
good  crowds  all  seven  days.  The  Esquire, 
Uptown  and  Fairway  with  “Can’t  Help  Sing- 
ing” in  its  second  week  continued  to  draw 
excellently.  At  the  Tower  “Faces  in  the 
Fog”  and  “Reckless  Age,”  spiced  with  an  ex- 
tra good  stage  show,  enjoyed  a satisfactorily 
above-average  week. 


(Average  is  100) 

Esquire — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk 85 

Fairway  and  Uptown — Same  as  Esquire 90 

Midland — Guest  in  the  House  (UA) 115 

Newman — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 175 

Orpheum — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) 170 

Tower — Reckless  Age  (Univ);  Faces  in  the  Fog 
(Rep),  plus  stage  show  110 


Spike  Jones  and  "Summer  Storm" 

Set  All-Time  Omaha  Mark 

OMAHA — Spike  Jones  and  His  City  Slick- 
ers on  the  stage  and  “Summer  Storm”  on 
the  screen  proved  an  explosive  combination 
that  set  an  all-time  record  in  Omaha  at  the 
Orpheum  Theatre  this  week.  It  was  the 
third  straight  banner  week  for  all  the  down- 
town first  run  houses. 

For  the  first  time  the  Orpheum  staged  six 
shows  on  Saturday  as  well  as  Sunday,  re- 
sulting in  what  Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.  of- 
ficials said  was  just  about  the  peak  they 
could  ever  hope  for  at  the  3,000-seat  ca- 
pacity house.  Spike,  who  passed  up  marks 
set  by  Tommy  Dorsey  and  other  top  bands, 
got  his  stage  show  start  here  a year  ago 
when  he  opened  his  tour  and  finished  among 
the  top  all-time  draws. 

The  other  three  first  run  houses,  all  fea- 
turing pictures  in  their  second  or  third  week, 
also  were  well  above  par.  A four-inch  snow 
over  the  weekend  didn’t  halt  theatregoers. 


Brandeis — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 130 

Omaha — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  d.  t.  wk 125 

Orpheum — Summer  Storm  (UA),  plus  Spike  Jones' 

band  on  stage  210 

Paramount — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA), 

2nd  wk 145 

State — Wuthering  Heights  (UA),  plus  Beauhunks 
on  stage  105 


Town — That's  My  Baby  (Rep);  Song  of  the  Range 
(Mono) i Johnny  Doesn't  Live  Here  Any  More 
(Mono),  split  with  Foreign  Agent  (Mono);  The 
Driftin'  Kid  (Mono);  Let's  Go  Collegiate 

(Mono)  110 

"Belle  of  Yukon"  and  "Juror"  Dual 
Best  Drawing  Card  in  Des  Moines 

DES  MOINES — All  three  downtown  A 
houses  attracted  good  crowds  last  week. 
“Belle  of  the  Yukon,”  on  a double  bill  with 
“The  Missing  Juror”  at  the  Orpheum,  was 
the  biggest  drawing  card.  “Since  You  Went 
Away,”  playing  at  the  Des  Moines,  turned 
away  customers  on  the  weekend.  The  film 
will  be  held  over  another  full  week. 


Des  Moines — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 105 

Orpheum — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO);  The  Missing 

Juror  (Col)  115 

Paramount — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 
2nd  wk 100 


"Seeing  You"  Credited  With  Big 
Week  at  Minny  Radio  City 

MINNEAPOLIS — Excellent  business  was 
copped  by  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  at  Radio 
City,  which  enjoyed  one  of  its  biggest  weeks 
with  the  Selznick  film.  It  was  held  over. 
“Experiment  Perilous,”  the  only  other  im- 
portant newcomer,  also  clicked.  Four  high- 


flying holdovers  were  “Since  You  Went 
Away,”  “Frenchman’s  Creek,”  “Thirty  Sec- 
onds Over  Tokyo”  and  “Can’t  Help  Singing,” 
in  their  seventh,  fourth,  third  and  second 
weeks,  respectively.  They’re  still  rolling. 


Aster — She's  a Sweetheart  (Col); 

The  Walking  Dead  (WB),  reissue 110 

Century — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 

Gopher — San  Diego  I Love  You  (Univ) 100 

Lyric — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  7th  wk 120 

Orpheum — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO)  100 

Radio  City — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA) 200 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 140 

World — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  4th  wk 100 


Minnesota  Dimes 
Signup  Hits  a Peak 

MINNEAPOLIS — Out  of  451  theatres  in 
Minnesota,  432  had  signed  up  to  make  March 
of  Dimes  collections,  it  was  announced  by 
Bill  Sears  and  W.  H.  Workman,  state  co- 
chairmen.  The  remaining  19  were  expected 
to  fall  in  line  before  the  drive  opening, 
making  the  drive  100  per  cent. 

Even  the  432  March  of  Dimes  theatres 
sets  a new  all-time  high  for  the  drives  in 
this  state,  Manager  Bill  Sears  of  the  Or- 
pheum pointed  out.  The  previous  high  was 
395  last  year. 

Several  Early  Starts  Made 
In  Kansas  City  Territory 

KANSAS  CITY— K.  O.  Shoots,  Cawker 
City,  Kas.,  was  the  first  exhibitor  of  this 
territory  to  report  March  of  Dimes  results. 
He  took  up  collections  January  19  and  20, 
and  sent  the  check  for  total  to  campaign 
headquarters  here. 

Nick  Kotsis  started  his  March  at  the  Hol- 
den, Holden,  Mo.,  January  21,  because  his 
bill  for  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday  was  “The 
White  Cliffs  of  Dover,”  which  he  figured 
would  draw  many  patrons  who  might  not 
come  to  the  theatre  again  for  a week  or  so. 
The  contributions  were  very  good,  he  re- 
ports. He  planned  to  make  collections  twice 
each  evening  and  at  Saturday  and  Sunday 
matinees  through  January  31.  He  has  high 
school  girls  passing  the  baskets. 

E.  C.  Rhoden,  campaign  chairman,  an- 
nounced participation  pledges  reached  the 
grand  total  of  479,  the  largest  number  of 
theatres  that  have  ever  taken  part  in  this 
project  in  the  territory. 


Only  20  of  400  Exhibitors  Fail 
To  Sign  for  Dimes  Drive 

OMAHA — Jesse  McBride,  acting  for  Frank 
Hannon  as  distributor  March  of  Dimes  chair- 
man, said  this  week  that  all  except  20  of  the 
nearly  400  exhibitors  have  signed  for  this 
year’s  campaign.  One  hundred  per  cent  is 
still  the  aim,  he  said. 

In  Omaha,  the  theatres  under  Chairman 
William  Miskell,  will  be  striving  to  beat  their 
$12,000  mark  of  last  year.  Miskell  announced 
all  except  one  Omaha  house  has  signed. 
Douglas  County’s  goal  is  $35,000. 


A 20th  Dimes  Screening 

DES  MOINES — A March  of  Dimes  screen- 
ing for  employes  of  the  20th-Fox  exchange 
here  was  held  in  the  company’s  screening 
room  last  week.  Each  employe  paid  an  “ad- 
mission charge”  of  a dime  or  more. 
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HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 


Soak-lhe-Films  Tax 
Planned  by  Iowan 

DES  MOINES  — Representative  Harvey 
Long  (Rep),  Clinton,  has  prepared  for  filing 
in  the  state  legislature  a bill  to  charge  mo- 
tion picture  distributors  an  annual  license 
fee  of  $1,000  plus  $1  for  each  reel  sent  into 
the  state  “for  use  where  an  admission  fee 
is  charged.” 

The  large  yield  of  such  a setup  would  go 
to  the  state  old  age  assistance  fund.  The 
state  tax  commission  would  collect  the  tax. 
The  motion  picture  industry  would  not  be 
permitted  to  pass  on  the  tax  in  the  form  of 
higher  admission  charges.  The  bill  is  ex- 
pected to  be  filed  shortly. 

Elmer  Rhoden  Is  Elected 
Vice-President  of  Chest 

KANSAS  CITY — A score  or  more  of  men 
and  women  representing  business,  industry 
and  labor  were  named  or  re-elected  as  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Kansas 
City  War  Chest,  Inc.,  last  week.  Maj.  T.  J. 
Strickler  was  re-elected  president,  Elmer 
Rhoden  was  elected  first  vice-president,  suc- 
ceeding Victor  Newman;  Irwin  DeShetler, 
second  vice-president;  C.  W.  Allendoerfer, 
treasurer,  and  E.  S.  North  as  secretary. 

“Our  future  task  will  continue  as  long  as 
the  war  goes  on,”  Strickler  said,  in  viewing 
the  three  years  the  War  Chest  has  been  in 
existence,  “but  it  will  be  brought  to  a close 
as  quickly  as  the  needs  are  satisfied  and 
liquidation  can  be  completed.  The  united 
campaign,  however,  has  proved  itself  suf- 
ficiently strong  in  wartime  to  merit  keep- 
ing it  united  for  peacetime  work.”  Major 
Strickler  also  paid  high  tribute  to  the  vol- 
unteer officers  and  workers  who  had  aided 
in  the  program. 


Plaza  Plays  St.  Nick 

BURLINGTON,  KAS.— Dickinson’s  Plaza 
Theatre  here  in  cooperation  with  Monogram 
and  M-G-M  staged  a Christmas  party  for 
children  of  the  county.  W.  H.  Sanders  is 
manager  of  the  theatre. 
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More  WMC  Ukases 
New  Trade  Worry 

OMAHA — This  city’s  film  industry,  al- 
ready hampered  by  manpower  ceiling  cut- 
backs which  forbids  exchanges  and  theatres 
from  hiring  additional  workers  until  they  are 
below  90  per  cent  of  their  June  30  employ- 
ment, was  given  cause  for  additional  worry 
this  week. 

War  manpower  area  director,  William 
Parkinson,  outlined  the  next  two  steps  in 
store  for  this  area  if  present  action  doesn’t 
continue  to  succeed  or  if  war  production 
schedules  again  are  boosted. 

He  said  establishments  would  be  required 
to  release  male  employes  until  the  90  per 
cent  mark  is  reached  as  the  first  step.  The 
second  step  would  be  to  cut  back  ceilings 
on  essential  firms,  too. 

The  recent  “embargo”  on  the  hiring  of  all 
male  workers  and  the  lowering  of  ceilings 
has  brought  a flood  of  workers  into  war 
plants,  bringing  production  up  to  schedule 
at  many  companies,  but  accompanying  this 
has  been  increased  orders  by  the  government. 

The  regional  WMC  director,  F.  M.  Rhorig 
jr„  recently  explained  here  why  such  drastic 
steps  have  been  necessary  in  this  area.  He 
said  Nebraska  has  more  critical  war  produc- 
tion per  person  than  any  state  in  the  Minne- 
apolis region.  Added  to  this  is  the  job  of 
providing  workers  for  the  second  largest 
packing  center  in  the  country  and  the 
limited-population  areas  in  which  some  of 
the  most  important  war  plants  are  located. 


State  Fair  as  Usual 

MINNEAPOLIS — Even  though  there  is  a 
ban  on  horse  racing,  the  state  fair  will  be 
held  here  as  usual  this  year,  it  has  been 
announced.  Auto  racing,  also  a big  draw- 
ing card  at  the  fair,  was  banned  three  years 
ago. 


At  Managers'  Meeting 

DES  MOINES — Mel  Evidon,  local  Colum- 
bia manager,  attended  a managers’  meeting 
in  New  York  City  last  week. 
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J3uby  Dyer  of  Warners  has  proved  that  a 
woman  can  keep  a secret!  With  her  mar- 
riage of  eight  months  ago  a known  fact  now, 
Ruby  is  receiving  congratulations  from  her 
many  friends  along  the  Row.  The  biggest 
problem  of  the  Zelcers  now  is  to  find  furni- 
ture for  their  new  apartment. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Gray  of  Fox  has  her  son,  Cpl. 
Richard  Gray,  visiting  this  week.  Corporal 
Gray  is  stationed  at  Bergstrom  Field,  Austin, 
Tex.  . . . Harry  Wood,  Fox  cashier,  returned 
last  week  from  a trip  to  New  York  City. 

Margaret  Rowson,  manager’s  secretary  at 
M-G-M,  is  on  a week’s  vacation.  Pearl  Brown, 
inspector  at  Paramount,  plans  to  be  married 
in  two  weeks.  The  bridegroom  will  be  R.  A. 
Ellenwood.  Pearl  will  continue  her  work  at 
Paramount  after  the  ceremonies. 

Dick  Sutton,  Republic  salesman,  is  on  a 
two-week  trip  through  eastern  Iowa.  Mono- 
gram has  a new  part-time  stenographer — 
Norma  Fogel.  Norma  is  a North  High  stu- 
dent and  comes  in  after  school  and  on  Satur- 
day mornings. 

Ellowene  Jensen’s  husband  has  joined  the 
SeaBees,  and  Ellowene  took  a three-day 
leave  from  her  duties  at  Monogram  to  be 
with  him  before  he  left  the  city. 

Marie  Slatkoske,  contract  clerk  at  Uni- 
versal, has  resigned  her  position  to  go  to 
Film  Classics.  Bert  Thomas,  Columbia  booker, 
was  limping  around  last  week  after  his  first 
— and,  he  says,  his  last — attempt  at  skiing. 

Herman  Kauffman  writes  his  Warner 
friends  from  Paris  where  he  has  been  since 
before  Christmas.  Warners  also  received  a 
card  from  Johnny  Stroud,  former  shipper, 
who  is  now  in  the  Philippines. 

Nancy  Branton,  daughter  of  Tri-States’ 
G.  Ralph  Branton,  is  playing  a role  in  the 
current  Kendall  Playhouse  production  of 
“Mr.  Pim  Passes  By”  . . . Marie  Frye  of  Tri- 
States  was  in  Chicago  two  days  last  week. 

Crickett  Ahrens,  wife  of  Orpheum  Man- 
ager Walter  Ahrens,  was  dressed  up  in  her 
snow  suit  one  day  last  week  and  headed  for 
the  grocery  store.  She  so  resembled  a little 
girl  that  a neighbor  lady  called  to  her  and 
offered  her  a nickel  to  run  an  errand  for 
her — a favor  she  probably  wouldn’t  have 
asked  if  she  had  realized  that  Mrs.  Aherns 
was  a grown  woman! 

Visitors  along  the  Row  last  week  included: 
M.  J.  S.  Powell,  Nora  Springs;  Verne  Hage- 
mann,  Waverley;  Frank  Smith,  Corydon; 
Sam  Shlaes,  Moline;  Sam  Watson,  Graettin- 
ger,  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Hoffman,  Knoxville. 

Physicians  See  Preview 
Of  Monogram's  "Faith" 

DES  MOINES — Des  Moines  physicians  at- 
tended a screening  here  last  week  of  Mono- 
gram’s “They  Shall  Have  Faith”  at  the 
20th-Fox  screening  room.  Invitations  were 
extended  the  doctors  by  Ed  Spiers,  exchange 
manager  here,  in  order  that  they  might  see 
the  new  type  of  infantile  paralysis  treat- 
ment shown  in  the  picture.  The  professional 
men  expressed  interest  in  the  treatment,  first 
of  its  kind  to  be  filmed,  which  has  been  de- 
scribed as  an  innovation  in  the  polio  field. 
The  film  is  a musical  comedy  starring  Gale 
Storm,  Sir  Aubrey  Smith,  John  Mack  Brown, 
and  Frank  Craven. 


Nanette  Parks  to  "Over  21" 

Nanette  Parks,  Pasadena  Community  Play- 
house discovery,  is  set  to  debut  in  Columbia’s 
“Over  21.” 


Two  Sue  Exchange 
For  Overtime  Pay 

DES  MOINES — The  suit  of  Francis  Kap- 
pler  and  Erma  Jean  Schultz  against  the  Re- 
public exchange  here  for  overtime  pay  under 
the  fair  labor  standards  act  got  under  way 
last  week  before  Federal  Judge  Charles  A. 
Dewey.  Kappler,  now  living  in  Kansas  City, 
was  a former  booker  for  the  exchange.  He 
asks  $1,645.60.  Miss  Schultz,  now  of  Chicago, 
asks  $168.64.  Both  ask  also  an  equal  amount 
of  liquidated  damages. 

Kappler  was  on  the  witness  stand  all  one 
forenoon  identifying  records  he  had  kept  of 
his  overtime  on  desk  calendar  pads  and  a 
ledger  sheet.  He  testified  he  worked  from 
February  1941  till  May  15,  1943,  most  of  the 
time  putting  in  extra  hours  on  week  days 
and  working  nearly  every  Sunday. 

The  film  firm  contends  that  Kappler  and 
Miss  Schultz  are  barred  from  relief  in  fed- 
eral court  by  the  Iowa  statute  of  limitations, 
which  requires  that  any  action  arising  under 
a federal  statute  wherein  no  period  of  limita- 
tion is  prescribed  must  be  brought  within  a 
period  of  six  months. 

E.  D.  Perry,  attorney  for  Republic,  told 
Judge  Dewey  also  that  the  two  employes  had 
brought  a similar  action  in  the  Polk  County 
district  court,  and  had  dismissed  it  Sept. 
28,  1943,  but  failed  to  pay  the  costs  as  ordered 
by  the  court.  Perry  contended  that  under 
federal  rules  of  procedure,  the  court  should 
stay  the  proceedings  now  under  way  until 
the  district  court  costs  are  paid. 

Wellington  Fete  Success 
Of  the  Sixth  War  Loan 

WELLINGTON,  KAS.— Pearl  Harbor  Day 
was  avenged  here  with  a ceremony  that  cli- 
maxed passing  the  local  Sixth  War  Loan 
quota  and  was  a credit  to  M.  D.  Utterback 
of  the  Lyric  Theatre,  who  worked  untiringly 
for  its  success. 

At  2 o’clock  that  day  every  whistle,  school 
and  church  bell  was  tied  down  and  eight 
P47s  flew  in  formation  over  Main  St.  and 
a B29  flew  over  the  business  district. 

All  schools  were  closed  and  a service  was 
held  in  memory  of  24  local  boys  who  died 
in  this  war.  A major  from  Strother  Field 
at  Winfield,  who  had  been  a prisoner  of 
Germany,  gave  the  principal  address. 

Later  the  City  of  Wellington,  a Flying 
Fortress  purchased  by  $600,000  in  local  war 
bond  sales,  was  christened  by  Mrs.  Roberts, 
mother  of  the  first  boy  from  this  city  who 
was  killed  in  this  war.  He  was  a pilot  and 
her  only  son. 

Pictures  were  taken  of  the  christening  and 
15,000  postcards  were  printed.  These  have 
been  given  free  to  every  soldier  that  goes 
through  here  on  a train,  mailed  to  film  ex- 
changes, the  WAC,  war  plants,  governmental 
officials  and  numerous  war  leaders. 

As  publicity  chairman,  Utterback  secured 
announcements  of  the  Pearl  Harbor  cele- 
bration on  all  Wichita  radio  stations  and 
papers.  He  ran  three  full  page  ads  in  the 
daily  here  on  different  days,  inserted  read- 
ers daily  and  enlisted  the  help  of  school 
children  in  selling  bonds. 

Once  last  November,  Utterback  sold  seven 
dressed  turkeys  on  the  stage  of  his  Lyric  at 
a war  bond  auction,  raising  a total  of  $29,- 
575.  One  turkey  alone  brought  in  $10,000  in 
bonds. 

E.  G.  Gannon  Purchases 
Avalon  at  Schuyler,  Neb. 

SCHUYLER,  NEB.— E.  G.  Gannon  is  the 
new  owner  of  the  Avalon  Theatre  here.  He 
purchased  the  house  from  Joe  Chantry,  who 
also  owns  the  theatre  at  Schuyler. 
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J.  R.  Cook  of  Maryville 
Reopens  the  Missouri 

MARYVILLE,  MO.— The  Missouri  Theatre, 
swept  by  fire  a number  of  months  ago,  was 
reopened  Wednesday  evening  by  J.  Ray 
Cook  with  a large  outpouring  of  local  people 
filling  the  house  for  two  performances,  de- 
spite the  cold,  snow  and  icy  streets  that 
prevailed.  Many  floral  tributes  decorated  the 
house,  gifts  from  fellow  townsmen  and  other 
friends. 

In  a brief  ceremony  on  the  stage  the  dean 
of  the  Maryville  State  Teachers  College  ex- 
pressed congratulations,  the  president  of  the 
Maryville  Chamber  of  Commerce  expressed 
the  pleasure  of  the  business  men  and  other 
citizens  in  the  restoration  of  the  theatre,  and 
a young  man  spoke  for  the  student  body  at 
the  college.  Several  visitors  from  Kansas 
City  Filmrow  also  spoke. 

After  the  first  show  the  local  city  officials, 
representatives  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
professors  and  students  from  the  college  and 
other  guests  were  entertained  at  the  Elks 
Club.  Visitors  from  Kansas  City  included 
Russell  Borg,  Warner  manager,  and  Chet 
Borg  and  Harry  Gaffney,  salesmen;  Ray 
Copeland,  Paramount  manager,  and  “Andy” 
Anderson,  salesman;  A1  Adler,  salesman, 
M-G-M;  Frank  Meyers,  NSS;  S.  J.  Warko, 
Altec;  Francis  W.  Keilhack,  manager  for 
National  Theatre  Supply,  and  Tobey  Cald- 
well, NTS  installational  engineer. 

Betty  Rhodes  to  Play  Lead 
In  "Lady"  at  Playhouse 

OMAHA — Betty  Rhodes,  a 20th-Fox  em- 
ploye here,  will  play  the  leading  role  of 
Emma  Garvis  in  “The  Lady  Who  Came  to 
Stay”  in  an  Omaha  Community  Playhouse 
production  January  30. 

Her  brother,  nine-year-old  William,  also 
will  play  in  the  Kenneth  White  play,  taking 
the  role  of  Roger  Garvis.  It  will  be  his 
debut. 

Miss  Rhodes  recently  returned  from  Cleve- 
land where  she  appeared  with  the  Cleve- 
land Playhouse.  Prior  to  that  she  attended 
the  University  of  Nebraska.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Rhodes  of 
Denver. 

After  26  Months  in  Pacific 
Marine  Sees  "Tarawa" 

OMAHA — “With  the  Marines  at  Tarawa” 
was  screened  specially  this  week  for  a Ne- 
braskan who  was  with  the  marines  at 
Tarawa. 

Fred  Miller,  manager  of  the  Bow  and 
Lyric  at  Broken  Bow,  Neb.,  wrote  a friend 
on  Filmrow  that  he  was  coming  into  the  city 
with  his  cousin,  Keith  Kennedy,  a veteran 
of  Tarawa  and  other  major  invasions  during 
26  months  in  the  South  Pacific.  The  ma- 
rine, he  said,  would  like  to  see  the  picture. 

Through  courtesy  of  Universal  Pictures 
and  20th-Fox  the  screening  was  arranged. 


Ruby  Dyer  Wed  in  May 

DES  MOINES — Nate  Zelcer  and  Ruby 
Dyer,  the  latter  a veteran  Warner  employe 
here,  were  secretly  married  May  31  in  Chi- 
cago, Mrs.  Zelcer  revealed  last  week.  Zelcer 
is  associated  with  the  Rogers  Jewelry  Co. 
The  former  Miss  Dyer,  who  began  her  ca- 
reer on  Filmrow  in  the  early  days  of  the 
industry,  has  been  employed  by  Warners 
since  the  exchange  here  first  was  opened. 
For  many  years  she  was  secretary  to  Man- 
ager Elmer  Tilton.  For  the  past  two  years 
she  has  been  serving  as  office  manager.  The 
couple  is  living  at  841  28th  St. 


OMAHA 


Qmaha  was  the  unscheduled  meeting  place 
^ for  district  managers  last  week.  Hugh 
Braly  of  Paramount,  Paul  Walsh  of  Warners 
and  Morton  Levy  of  20th-Fox  were  among 
those  present. 

Morrie  Cohn,  the  Council  Bluffs  exhibitor, 
is  in  California  for  his  annual  visit.  He  is 
scheduled  to  return  the  15th. 

Earl  Smith,  owner  of  the  Dreamland,  Car- 
son,  Iowa,  has  purchased  a new  home  there. 
The  house  is  being  remodeled  and  should 
be  ready  by  summer. 

Jesse  McBride,  E.  I.  Rubin,  Wayne  Steven- 
son and  Bill  Harrmann  of  Paramount  will 
go  to  Denver  for  a big  parley  February  1-2 
to  be  attended  by  Charles  Regan,  vice-presi- 
dent, and  other  company  biggies  . . . Francis 
Hopkins,  with  the  Film  Transport  Co.  for  a 
number  of  years,  has  left  for  California 
where  she  will  marry  a naval  doctor  soon. 

“Since  You  Went  Away”  gains  another 
local  honor  next  week,  being  transferred  to 
the  large  Orpheum  for  a third  week  . . . New 
date  for  Helen  Hayes  at  the  Omaha  Theatre 
is  (March  7 . . . Don  McLucas,  UA  manager, 
his  salesmen  and  office  manager,  returned 
Sunday  from  a two-day  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 

The  long  line  of  stalled  cars  on  and  off 
the  road  Thursday  turned  Harold  Johnson, 
Universal  manager,  back  from  a trip  out- 
state. 

Joe  Jacobs,  Columbia  branch  manager,  was 
in  New  York  this  week  . . . Columbia  screened 
“Tonight  and  Every  Night”  Saturday  night. 

This  is  Tom  Kenyon’s  last  week  with  Para- 
mount. From  now  on  the  theatre  will  take 
all  of  Tom’s  time  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Schuler’s  son  was  killed  New  Year’s  Eve  in 
an  accident  in  which  the  automobile  he  was 


GETS  THE  GROCERIES  — W.  B. 
Adams,  manager  and  part  owner  of  the 
Roxy  in  El  Dorado,  Kas.,  has  held  a Sat- 
urday matinee  for  children  yearly  during 
the  holidays  to  gather  groceries  for  local 
distribution  by  the  Salvation  Army.  An 
article  of  canned  ' goods  is  the  price  of 
admission.  Columbia  provided  a film. 
The  grocery  matinee  was  started  in  1937 
when  Adams  and  Gus  Diamond  took  over 
the  theatre  in  partnership. 


riding  hit  a street  car.  Also  surviving  are  his 
wife  and  nine-year-old  boy. 

A girl,  Sara  Louise,  was  born  January  18  to 
Dora  McLaren,  formerly  with  Warners.  Alice 
Neal,  Warners  office  manager,  pleased  that 
the  McLaren  baby  arrived  on  her  birthday 
telegraphed  Dora:  “Thanks  for  celebrating 
my  birthday.” 

C.  E.  Siecke  of  Omaha  has  purchased  the 
Vagabond  circuit  in  Iowa  . . . Margaret  John- 
son, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Deth- 
lefs,  Manning,  Iowa,  exhibitors,  is  home  with 
her  parents.  Her  husband  is  now  in  the  South 
Pacific. 

Mrs.  Jane  Graf,  whose  husband,  Sgt.  Wil- 
liam Graf,  is  in  Belgium,  had  a letter  to 
show  Spike  Jones  this  week  from  her  hus- 
band. It  tells  of  how  much  the  sergeant  and 
his  friends  enjoyed  Spike’s  show  and  how  he 
danced  with  the  Neilson  Sisters. 

Russell  Gleason,  attached  to  the  Seventh 
service  command  publicity  branch,  was  in- 
terviewed Monday  over  KOWH  . . . Satur- 
day was  the  big  night  for  the  Variety  Club 
inaugural  ball  . . . Mrs.  Bruce  Hodridge, 
wife  of  the  Senandoah  exhibitor,  was  in  an 
Omaha  hospital  during  December  and  now 
has  returned  to  her  home  where  she  is  re- 
cuperating. 

Byron  Hopkins,  Sidney,  Iowa,  exhibitor, 
reported  the  death  of  his  three-year-old 
niece  in  an  Omaha  hospital  January  7 . . . 
Lieut.  Richard  Hintz,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Hintz,  Tecumseh  exhibitor,  is  home 
on  a short  leave. 

Visitors  along  the  Row  included:  Fritz  Lar- 
gen,  Creighton;  Carl  Johnson,  Red  Oak, 
Iowa;  Eddie  Kugel,  Holstein,  Iowa;  Ray 
Brown,  Harlan,  Iowa;  Frank  Simek,  Ashland; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Feldhans,  Schaller,  Iowa; 
E.  C.  Lund,  Viborg,  S.  D.;  Byron  Hopkins 
and  Earl  Crowder,  Sidney,  Iowa;  Jack  Riggs, 
Central  City;  Frank  Good,  Red  Oak,  Iowa; 
Frank  Hollingsworth,  Beatrice,  and  Harold 
Schoonover,  Aurora. 

Son  of  Lassie  Is  First  Prize 
In  Paper  Carrier  Contest 

DES  MOINES — First  prize  in  a contest 
among  Register  and  Tribune  carriers  here 
will  be  a son  of  the  famous  film  dog,  Las- 
sie. The  dog  will  be  given  to  the  carrier  boy 
ranking  highest  in  a contest  designed  to  en- 
courage the  best  of  carrier  service  to  read- 
ers of  the  Register  and  Tribune  papers.  The 
award  will  be  made  through  the  cooperation 
of  M-G-M  studio  in  Hollywood. 

Courtesy,  regularity  of  collections,  payment 
of  bills,  and  other  phases  of  route  work  will 
be  considered  in  choosing  the  winners.  The 
contest  runs  from  January  14  to  April  14. 

One  hundred  pedigreed  puppies  will  be 
given  to  other  winners.  Collies,  cockers, 
spaniels,  and  Dalmatians  are  some  of  the 
breeds  of  dogs  from  which  the  winners  may 
make  their  choice. 


Angela  Lansbury  to  "Harvey  Girls" 

Angela  Lansbury  has  been  assigned  a role 
in  Metro’s  “The  Harvey  Girls.” 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 

“Where  Filmrow 
Friends  Meet" 

HnRKV’Q  PUFF  1202  H'9h  s<- 
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Cam  Blair  had  to  leave  some  of  the  finish- 
13  ing  touches  on  the  rebuilt  Blair  at  Smith 
Center,  Kas.,  till  postwar  conditions  make 
material  and  labor  available.  One  incom- 
plete item  is  the  front,  which  now  has  sev- 
eral beams  projecting  starkly  from  high  on 
the  front  wall,  all  of  which  invites  ques- 
tions. Blair  ties  these  curiosities  into  the 
war,  announcing  that  they  are  designed  to 
“hang  Hitler  on  when  the  war’s  over.” 

R.  B.  Christian,  who  after  18  years  as  ex- 
hibitor, retired  16  years  ago — which  makes 
his  entrance  date  ’way  back — came  in  from 
Excelsior  Springs  to  be  warmly  greeted  by 
such  old-timers  as  A1  Tanner  and  W.  E. 
Truog,  who  used  to  book  pictures  for  him, 
and  Gus  Kubitzki,  who  Christian  says  he 
first  knew  as  a “paper  boy.”  Christian  still 
owns  the  theatre  property  in  the  Springs, 
but  it  operates  on  a lease.  He  recalls  that 
he  went  to  this  watering  place  37  years  ago 
for  his  health  and  stayed  to  make  money. 

T.  R.  Thompson,  district  manager,  led  the 
United  Artists  group  from  here  to  the  dis- 
trict meeting  in  St.  Louis  January  20-21. 
The  group:  W.  E.  Truog,  manager;  Guy  Brad- 
ford, Paul  Hannon  and  Joe  Manfre,  sales- 
men, and  Morton  Truog,  office  manager  and 
salesman.  The  meeting,  with  exchange  rep- 
resentatives present  from  Omaha,  Kansas 
City  and  St.  Louis,  was  conducted  by  J.  J. 
Unger,  western  sales  manager,  from  New 
York,  and  Thompson.  Discussed  in  detail 
was  the  shortage  of  raw  stock  and  prints. 

The  March  of  Dimes  was  a March  of 
Dollars,  and  some  $5  bills,  at  the  M-G-M 
branch.  The  contributions  there  totaled  20 
per  cent  more  than  last  year  . . . Amy  Sin- 
clair, who  had  been  ill,  recovered  in  time 
to  leave  for  New  York  to  take  part  in  the 
meeting  of  office  managers  at  the  home 
offices. 

Tam  Baldwin,  Columbia  manager,  discov- 
ered that  a huddle  in  the  front  of  the 
branch  was  to  make  arrangements  for  giving 
him  a present  on  his  birthday  ...  A few 
days  later  Lois  Lee  Bender,  receptionist,  was 
the  beneficiary  of  a similar  “meeting,”  but 
not  until  the  18th  could  the  Columbia  cele- 
brationists  confer  birthday  honors  on  Wanda 
Weldon,  and  the  following  day  on  Shirley 
Mundy. 

Gene  Snitz,  former  Columbia  office  man- 
ager, now  in  technical  service  in  the  army, 
visited  his  wife  and  son  in  Omaha  where 
they  are  living  with  her  family.  He  stopped 
off  to  see  the  folks  on  Filmrow  on  the  way 
back  to  Ft.  Meade,  Md.  . . . Pvt.  Clarence 
Wilberger  was  in  from  Ft.  Sill,  Okla.,  on  a 
furlough.  He  was  the  Columbia  head  shipper. 


WB  Workers  in  Services 
Want  Jobs  Back — Soon! 

Des  Moines — All  employes  of  the  War- 
ner exchange  here  now  in  the  service 
have  indicated  they  plan  to  return  to 
their  former  jobs  after  the  war. 

This  information  was  revealed  through 
replies  to  a questionnaire  sent  by  the  ex- 
change to  all  of  its  men  and  women  in 
uniform.  The  company  nationally  and 
locally  has  assured  its  employes  in  serv- 
ice that  their  jobs  will  be  waiting  for 
them  when  the  war  is  over. 

Replies  to  the  questionnaire  indicated 
that  not  only  were  the  service  people 
planning  to  come  back,  but  were  look- 
ing forward  eagerly  to  the  time  when 
they  might  resume  their  duties  at  the 
exchange. 


/ r y 


Virgil  Green,  Green,  La  Plata,  Mo.,  gar- 
nered further  laurels  as  hunter,  a field  in 
which  salesmen  delight  to  report  his  exploits, 
with  a bag  of  166  quail,  85  ducks,  for  the 
season.  This  was  “a  little  ahead”  of  his 
record  last  year,  but  still  under  the  limits 
. . . By  way  of  Eddie  Golden  from  Mrs. 
Hazel  Droz,  Anthony,  Kas.,  comes  word  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Barrons,  partners  of 
Mrs.  Droz  in  the  Anthony,  entertained  re- 
cently at  their  Los  Angeles  home  Howard 
Kinser,  former  western  Kansas  salesman  for 
20th-Fox,  now  in  the  army. 

Jack  Adams — “Little  Jack”  they  called 
him  down  Texas  way  to  distinguish  him  from 
his  father,  Jack  Adams,  now  retired  but  for 
years  PRC  franchise  holder  at  Dallas — lists 
Kansas  City  in  his  territory  as  the  new  dis- 
trict manager  for  PRC.  He  made  his  first 
visit  here  in  that  capacity  last  week  to 
promote  circuit  deals  among  other  things. 

A party  was  given  on  Filmrow  last  Satur- 
day afternoon  (20)  for  Lieut.  Kenny  Levy 
at  which  some  25  friends  wished  him  well 
and  give  him  a war  bond,  among  other  things, 
to  take  along  back  to  his  air  force  base  in 
California,  where  he  is  a Mustang  pilot. 
There  was  a buffet  luncheon  and  enter- 
tainment, including  legerdemain  by  Beverly 
Miller,  Harold  Lux  and  other  amateur  ma- 
nipulators and  gag-pullers  . . . “Andy”  An- 
derson, Paramount  salesman,  heard  recently 
from  his  son  Terry  who  is  in  the  Seventh 
army  in  France. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Rolsky,  who  have  had 
plenty  of  free  time  since  he  sold  the  Na- 
tional, spent  two  months  at  Pecos,  Tex.,  re- 
cently with  their  son  Morton,  now  a army 
air  base  crew  chief  on  the  line.  Morton  and 
his  wife  returned  with  the  senior  Rolskys 
on  a furlough.  Another  son,  Robert,  electrical 
engineer,  is  sergeant  in  an  army  railway 
operating  battalion  in  Belgium. 

Dave  Finn,  regional  manager  of  the  RCA 
photophone  division,  was  due  here  this  week 
to  confer  with  Don  “HiFi”  Davis.  Finn  has 
been  an  executive  at  the  RCA  factory  in 
Camden,  N.  J.,  until  his  appointment  to  his 
present  position  with  headquarters  in  Chi- 
cago a few  months  ago  . . . Republic  had  one 
of  those  bad  days  Monday.  Mrs.  Mary  Sem- 
bart,  bookers  stenographer,  and  Mrs.  Thelma 
Buchanan,  biller,  were  home  sick,  while 
Dorothy  O’Brien,  secretary  to  Bob  Withers, 
manager,  was  spending  half  a day  in  the 
dentist’s  chair.  All  were  back  Tuesday. 

Sol  Francis,  Monogram  district  manager, 
spent  an  unscheduled  day  here  Tuesday  fol- 
lowing his  stay  last  week.  On  a plane  trip 
from  Omaha  to  Oklahoma  City,  he  was 
“bumped  off”  here  Tuesday,  the  same  day 
Mike  Lee  had  to  stay  home  with  an  attack 
of  the  flu.  So  Sol  took  over  at  Monogram 
for  the  day  . . . Mrs.  Edna  Russell  and  Mrs. 
Barbara  Stewart,  inspectors  at  Republic,  went 
to  Bell  Memorial  Hospital  last  Saturday  to 
give  a pint  of  blood  each  for  Warners’  “Bus- 
ter” Fortson.  Buster  has  been  porter  at  Re- 
public many  years.  He  has  had  several 
transfusions  and  now  reported  getting  along 
nicely  . . . Chauncey  Tucker  is  the  new  as- 
sistant shipper  at  Republic,  replacing  Edwin 
Cohen,  who  has  resigned. 

Paul  Hannon  jr.,  son  of  Paul  Hannon  of 
UA,  is  now  a petty  officer  aboard  a sub- 
chaser in  the  South  Pacific.  He  entered  the 
navy  eight  months  ago.  The  chasers  carry 
crews  of  around  24.  Paul  reports  he  “ran 
across”  another  Kansas  City  boy  in  the 
islands  . . . Gil  Canfield,  RKO  exploiteer, 
received  a “hot  tip”  recently  from  his  mother, 
in  Cleveland,  urging  him  not  to  miss  “Wom- 
an in  the  Window,”  which  she  didn’t  know 


was  an  RKO  release,  seen  three  times  al- 
ready by  Canfield  at  special  screenings  he 
has  set  up  in  the  territory. 

The  husband  and  son  of  June  Medcalf 
were  home  from  the  wars  last  week.  Her 
husband,  Maj.  V.  C.  Medcalf,  came  from  his 
hospital  station  at  San  Luis  Obis'po,  Calif., 
while  Lieut.  John  R.  Medcalf  arrived  from 
Savannah,  Ga.,  with  his  bride.  Young  Med- 
calf had  been  13  months  in  the  South  Pa- 
cific as  a bomber  pilot.  He  and  his  wife  left 
for  Miami  where  he  reports  for  reassign- 
ment. 

A visitor  in  the  Griffith  offices  was  Barnes 
Perdue,  former  Griffith  city  manager  at 
Parsons,  Kas.,  who  is  now  associated  with 
his  brother  in  theatre  interests  of  their  own 
. . . Word  has  been  received  of  the  promo- 
tion of  Vernon  E.  Watkins  to  the  rank  of 
T/4  in  the  South  Pacific.  On  leave  from 
his  position  of  booker  with  Griffith  The- 
atres, Vernon  sends  greetings  to  all  his 
friends  in  the  industry  here  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  O.  Gill  have  announced  the  birth 
of  a son.  “Les”  is  a Griffith  manager  t 
long  standing,  now  city  manager  at  Man- 
hattan. 

Reconstruction  of  the  Paseo  Theatre  is 
nearly  finished  and  Rube  Finkelstein  and 
B.  J.  Fredman,  owners,  expect  to  reopen  the 
latter  part  of  February. 

Bancroft  Exceeds  Bond 
Quota  by  1,000  Per  Cent 

BANCROFT,  IOWA— The  Bancroft  Thea- 
tre exceeded  its  quota  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan 
drive  by  1,000  per  cent,  according  to  Clar- 
ence Hendrickson,  manager.  The  quota  for 
the  theatre  was  $9,700  and  the  ambunt  taken 
in  was  over  $90,000. 


May  Reopen  at  Springs 

KANSAS  CITY— Fox  Midwest,  which  has 
held  the  Wood  Theatre  in  Excelsior  Springs 
under  lease  from  R.  B.  Christian  for  several 
years,  has  announced  plans  to  reopen  it  as 
soon  as  conditions  permit.  It  was  said,  if 
and  when  it  is  reopened,  it  will  be  renamed 
the  Siloam,  after  the  originally  discovered 
spring  at  this  famous  resort  near  here.  Fox 
Midwest  now  operates  the  Beyer  there  with 
T.  R.  “Curley”  Wilson  as  manager. 


UA  Exploiteers  at  Work 

DES  MOINES — Three  United  Artists  ex- 
ploiter's have  been  working  in  Des  Moines 
and  the  Iowa-Nebraska  territory  in  prepara- 
tion for  several  pictures  already  playing  and 
some  scheduled  for  release  soon  in  this  ter- 
ritory. The  men  are  Hubert  Scott,  Fred 
Marshall  and  Bert  Shopenn. 


Hensler  in  Nebraska 

DES  MOINES — Larry  Hensler  of  Film 
Classics  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  left  on  a two- 
week  trip  in  the  Nebraska  territory. 


150  " Cartwheels " Stuns 
Omaha  Brandeis  Pilot 

Omaha — Pinky  Mcllvane,  house  man- 
ager of  the  Brandeis  Theatre,  who  usual- 
ly handles  a situation  pretty  well,  was 
caught  off  guard  here  last  week. 

Evelyn  B.  Beland,  an  Omahan,  stag- 
gered into  the  theatre,  a bit  wearily.  She 
dropped  150  silver  dollars,  she  had  been 
saving  some  months,  on  the  war  bond 
desk. 

She  wanted  a $200  war  bond.  Pinky  re- 
covered enough  to  make  out  the  bond. 
But  he  is  still  perplexed  about  how 
anyone  these  days  could  get  150  cart- 
wheels, as  they  were  once  called. 
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Are  Motion  Pictures  Deteriorating? 
Piffle!,  Declares  Film  Editor 


Film  Relic  Display 
Welcomed  ai  Studio 

(From  Central  Edition) 

MILWAUKEE— Louis  Orlove,  M-G-M  ex- 
ploiteer,  made  the  public  prints  with  his  “Or- 
love project”  of  building  a collection  of  ob- 
solete motion  picture  equipment  for  the 
Milwaukee  public  museum  . . . Orlove  do- 
nated a Kinedrome  projector  machine  to  the 
museum  about  20  years  back  when  he  was 
aiding  in  wrecking  the  now  extinct  Thea- 
torium  Theatre  here. 

Will  C.  McKern,  head  of  the  museum,  said: 

“It  fits  right  into  my  own  plan  to  have  a 
permanent  industrial  exhibit.  I want  every 
industry  in  Milwaukee  presented  in  such  a 
way  that  the  history  of  the  product  is  a 
thrilling  story,  and  a monument  to  American 
progress. 

“The  museum  will  be  happy  to  make  a per- 
manent display  of  all  the  equipment  that 
has  brought  pictures  in  their  55  years  of 
life  to  the  present  amazing  mechanical  per- 
fection. 

“The  quicker  you  start  the  better,  because 
I fear  much  of  the  old  equipment  will  be 
junked  before  long,”  he  continued.  “We  want 
a good  display  as  soon  as  we  can  get  it  and 
we  want  to  build  one  for  the  future  that 
will  be  complete.” 

Otto  Trampe,  business  manager  of  the 
IATSE  here,  started  the  ball  rolling  by  lin- 
ing up  some  old-time  operators  for  pictures. 
One  of  them  dug  up  an  obsolete  projector — a 
Polyscope — made  in  Chicago  around  1900  by 
the  N.  Selig  Co.  The  donor  was  Robert  F. 
Paradis,  who  has  been  a projectionist  in 
Milwaukee  since  around  1902. 

Daphne  Skouras#  Coat 
Returned  by  Finder 

MINNEAPOLIS— A $4,000  mink  coat  be- 
longing to  Daphene  Skouras,  daughter  of 
Spyros  Skouras,  president  of  20th-Fox  The- 
atres, which  was  stolen  from  her  at  the 
Hotel  Nicollet  here  while  she  was  address- 
ing a meeting,  was  recovered  in  a battered 
cardboard  box  in  a realty  company’s  offices 
several  miles  from  the  hotel.  The  theft 
occurred  December  29  and  the  coat  was  not 
recovered  until  January  20. 

Police  said  the  box  had  been  in  the  office 
more  than  two  weeks  after  it  was  found 
in  a hallway.  No  one  opened  it  until  January 
20.  Then  the  president  of  the  company  de- 
cided to  investigate  the  contents.  He  im- 
mediately called  the  police. 

The  coat  had  been  exchanged  for  a cheap 
one  in  the  hotel  check  room. 


Fortune  in  . Title  Change 
To  "Murder,  My  Sweet" 

MINNEAPOLIS — In  his  column  in  the 
Sunday  Tribune,  Bob  Murphy,  film  editor, 
explained  how  “Farewell,  My  Lovely”  came 
to  have  its  title  changed  after  its  first  week 
at  the  Orpheum  here  to  “Murder,  My  Sweet” 
when  it  played  the  local  Lyric,  its  second 
week.  This  was  the  film’s  first  engagement 
and  Audience  Research  made  the  “want- 
to-see”  test  to  determine  which  title  would 
draw  more  patrons  here. 

Under  the  changed  title,  he.  says  the  in- 
cidence went  from  62  to  75,  a healthy  in- 
crease, meaning  that  under  its  new  name 
the  picture  might  be  expected  to  jtib  a gross 
of  some  $300,000  more  than  if  the  original 
title  had  been  retained. 


Screenplay  of  “Girl  Next  Door" 

Patricia  Harper  has  completed  the  original 
screenplay  of  Universal’s  “Girl  Next  Door” 
and  will  collaborate  on  “Secret  Agent  X9,” 
serial  with  Joseph  O’Donnell  and  Harold 
Wire. 


MINNEAPOLIS— Declaring  that  “by  and 
large,  motion  pictures  of  today  are  much 
better  from  every  standpoint  than  they  were 
a few  years  back,”  Jules  L.  Steele,  St.  Paul 
Pioneer  Press  film  editor,  comes  to  the  de- 
fense of  film  quality  in  his  Sunday  column. 
His  comments  were  prompted  by  a letter 
received  by  him  from  Wolfram  Hill,  promi- 
nent citizen,  who  doesn’t  think  pictures  are 
so  good  as  they  used  to  be  and  who  com- 
plains about  present  admission  prices. 

“Looking  over  your  list  of  pictures  of  the 
past  year,”  wrote  Hill,  “I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  it  is  merely  temporary  or  a thing 
to  be  expected  that  practically  all  of  the 
pictures  were  mediocre  and  that  there  is, 
compared  with  years  gone  by,  a decided 
deterioration  in  the  film  industry. 

Cites  “Western  Front,”  Others 

“Take,  for  example,  pictures  like  ‘Virginia,’ 
‘Rebecca,’  ‘Grand  Hotel,’  ‘Pygmalion,’  ‘Win- 
terset,’  ‘All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front’  and 
the  funny  ones,  ‘You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You,’  ‘I  Dood  It,’  and  ‘Henry  the  Eighth.’ 
With  the  substantial  prices  which  ought  to 
be  cut  down  by  OPA,  I think  we  are  get- 
ting very  poor  pictures  and  the  leading  ones 
of  last  year  were  just  plain  mediocre.  I 
am  sure  they  would  be  so  rated  in  Paris 
prior  to  the  war.  I would  like  to  see  you 
write  on  that  feature.” 

And  in  reply  and  in  defense  of  the  movies. 
Steele  wrote: 

“I  emphatically  disagree  with  my  corre- 
spondent. I repeat  what  I have  often  writ- 
ten, that  by  and  large,  the  movies  of  today 
are  much  better  from  every  viewpoint  than 
they  were  a few  years  back.  In  my  opinion 
‘All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front,’  produced 
11  years  after  World  War  I and  prohibited 
from  being  shown  anywhere  in  Germany, 
was  one  of  the  reasons  why  isolationism  got 
such  a good  start  in  America  and  why  Lew 
Ayers,  who  started  in  it,  became  a con- 
scientious objector  to  military  service.  ‘I  Dood 
It,’  in  my  opinion,  was  as  silly  as  are  any 
of  the  Abbott  and  Costello  pictures  today 
and  was  a mighty  poor  example  of  a goo< 
comedy  film.  ‘The  Private  Life  of  Henry 
VIII’  appealed  only  to  a certain  class  of 
theatregoers. 

He  Lists  Best  of  Today 

“It  must  be  remembered  that  a movie  to 
entertain  the  masses  must  carry  an  appeal 
to  all  classes  and  intelligences.  I don’t  think 
there’s  a single  one  of  the  films  that  my 
correspondent  mentioned  that  can  be  com- 
pared in  general  appeal  with  ‘Going  My  Way.' 
‘Sonf  of  Bernadette,’  ‘Lassie  Come  Home,’ 
‘Lifeboat,’  ‘Gaslight’  or  ‘Madame  Curie.’  As 
for  comedy,  what  about  ‘See  Here,  Private 
Hargrove’  or  ‘Up  in  Arms.’ 

“The  fact  that  color  has  made  such  giant 
strides  during  the  past  year  has  done  much 
to  make  movies  more  enjoyable.  I have  often 
expressed  the  opinion  that  after  the  war  we 
will  see  all  features  done  in  color.  I still 
stick  to  that  opinion. 

“In  evaluating  the  movies,  the  reviewers 
and  the  public  are  not  alone  in  recognizing 
the  distinction  between  outstanding  and 


Harry  Savereide 

THE  MIDWEST  THEATRE  BROKER 

Theatre  Brokerage  Exclusively 
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average  films.  Hollywood  judges  its  own 
product  by  severe  standards.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  picture  industry  can  take  pride 
in  unmistakable  signs  of  progress.  Not  only 
are  the  critical  standards  today  much  highe 
than  ten  years  ago,  but  each  succeeding 
year  brings  out  a larger  number  of  films 
about  whose  excellence  there  is  general 
agreement. 

“Still  there  is  an  old  saying  to  the  effect 
that  one  man’s  meat  is  another  man’s  poison. 
This  holds  good  as  regards  motion  pictures. 
Movies  deteriorating?  Piffle!” 


Color  Films  Record 

MINNEAPOLIS — In  a single  week,  no  less 
than  four  of  the  downtown  first  run  pictures 
here  were  in  Technicolor,  something  of  a 
record  for  the  town.  The  pictures  were 
“Can’t  Help  Singing,”  “Frenchman’s  Creek,” 
“The  Climax”  and  “The  Princess  and  the 
Pirate.” 


MINNEAPOLIS 


The  many  friends  of  Ray  Wylie  here  and 
A throughout  the  territory  were  “tickled 
pink”  to  learn  of  his  promotion  by  United 
Artists  from  film  salesman  out  of  Buffalo 
to  the  position  of  branch  manager  at  New 
Haven  where  he  succeeds  William  S.  Shar- 
tin,  also  a former  localite.  Shartin  has  been 
transferred  to  Pittsburgh  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity . . . Sgt.  Lowell  Kaplan  of  the  army, 
who  was  Welworth  circuit  booker  for  Eddie 
Ruben  before  entering  the  armed  services, 
has  become  engaged  to  Sgt.  Marjorie  Burk- 
man  of  the  WACs.  The  wedding  is  scheduled 
for  February  17. 

Here  on  furlough  was  Sgt.  Bill  Crystal, 
former  local  branch  manager  and  film  sales- 
man. He  is  stationed  at  Bowling  Field, 
Washington  ...  In  the  Northwest  Variety 
Club’s  third  gin  rummy  tournament,  Sol 
Torodor,  independent  exhibitor,  defeated 
Bennie  Berger,  independent  circuit  owner,  to 
become  runnerup  and  winner  of  a $25  war 
bond  prize.  Casper  Chouinard,  20th-Fox  sales 
man,  won  the  tournament  and  received  a 
$100  war  bond  reward.  A $50  bond  went  to 
Martin  Lebedoff,  independent  exhibitor,  run- 
nerup, defeated  by  Chouinard  in  the  finals. 

Michael  Stamisch,  recently  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  army,  is  the  new  20th-Fox 
head  shipper,  succeeding  LeRoy  Johnson, 
called  to  a war  industry  . . . “Hy”  Chapman, 
Columbia  branch  manager,  went  to  New  York 
for  sales  conference  . . . Bill  Grant,  Repub- 
lic branch  manager,  departs  for  Hollywood 
next  week  on  a studio  visit  . . . Betty  Seh- 
lin,  M-G-M  secretary,  now  an  airline  stew- 
ardess. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow  in- 
cluded H.  O.  Studfors,  Washburn,  Wis.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  P.  E.  Hanson,  Argonne,  Minn.; 
Einar  Bank,  St.  Charles:  Jack  Hey  wood,  New 
Richmond,  Wis.,  and  Don  Buckley,  Redwood 
Falls.  Melvin  Turner,  former  M-G-M  booker 
and  son  of  George  Turner,  M-G-M  sales- 
man, has  been  commissioned  a lieutenant 
in  the  infantry.  He  had  been  a sergeant  in 
the  cavalry  at  Ft.  Riley,  Kas.,  before  attend- 
ing OCS  at  Ft.  Banning,  Ga.  . . . M.  A.  Levy, 
20th-Fox  district  manager,  off  to  Omaha  and 
Des  Moines  for  conferences  with  W.  C. 
Gehring,  division  manager. 
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Sign  Man  Poblocki 
Makes  Own  Work 

(From  Central  Edition) 

MILWAUKEE— Ben  Poblocki,  head  of  the 
Ben  Poblocki  & Sons  Co.,  maker  of  theatre 
signs,  modernized  fronts,  canopies,  etc.,  has 
established  several  sidelines  to  keep  the 
business  going. 

Soon  after  the  advent  of  war  curtailing 
his  business,  Ben  turned  to  the  manufacture 
of  wooden,  upholstered  seats  for  army  camp 
theatres,  and  by  farming  out  much  of  the 
work  to  home  workshops,  Poblocki  turned 
out  80,000  of  the  seats. 

Later  he  started  the  manufacture  of  thea- 
tre seats  for  army  and  navy  hospitals.  This 
business  resulted  from  a visit  to  the  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  army  hospital  where  Poblocki 
had  informed  the  officer  in  charge: 

Couldn’t  Use  Regular  Seats 

“Why,  those  fellows  can’t  sit  on  regular 
seats.  Some  have  body  casts  too  big  for  a 
seat.  Others  have  leg  casts  which  would 
prevent  them  from  sitting  anywhere  but  on 
the  aisle.  It  just  won’t  work.”  When  the  of- 
ficer saw  the  point  of  this,  the  first  theatre 
seat  contract  was  canceled,  and  Poblocki 
started  the  design  of  workable  seats. 

Back  in  Milwaukee,  he  designed  a new  type 
of  chair  that  he  described  as  having  all  the 
mechanical  requirements  for  hospital  equip- 
ment. Some  of  the  features  are  extended 
arm  rests  for  casualties  with  arms  in  casts, 
extended  backs  for  those  with  stiff  necks, 
adjustable  and  extended  foot  rests  for  stiff 
legged  veterans  and  those  with  leg  casts,  a 
retractable  spring  operated  parking  hook 
for  crutches  that  eliminates  using  too  much 
space  between  seats  and  reduces  noise. 

Has  Another  Innovation 

To  date  about  1,000  of  the  new  type  chairs 
have  been  sold. 

Now  Poblocki  has  another  innovation.  He 
designed,  and  made  a set  of  wooden  blocks, 
four  all  together,  to  provide  racks  for  bridles, 
breast  plates  and  harnesses. 

In  the  manufacture  of  these  items,  the 
same  machines  used  in  making  the  chairs 
are  utilized  and  waste  wood  is  used.  Much 
of  the  work,  according  to  Poblocki,  still  is 
farmed  out  to  the  350  to  400  home  work- 
shops. 

“The  field  looks  terrific,”  Poblocki  report- 
ed. “And  I’ve  just  scratched  the  surface.  I 
traveled  around,  and  was  struck  by  the  hap- 
hazard way  many  horsemen  took  care  of 
their  stuff.  I’ve  already  patented  a saddle 
rest  which  will  be  made  of  curved  plywood; 
I'm  going  to  make  a trunk  with  compart- 


ments for  different  items,  and  I’ve  got  some 
other  ideas,  too.” 

Incidentally,  he’s  patented  the  harness 
racks. 

Harness  rack  sets  have  been  made  for  sev- 
eral large  department  stores  including  Mar- 
shall Fields  in  Chicago,  and  Gimbels  in 
Philadelphia. 

The  land  in  the  rear  of  the  present  Pob- 
locki building  has  been  purchased  to  en- 
large the  space  and  increase  the  number  of 
employes  from  25  to  50,  with  three  shifts. 

When  all  of  Ben’s  sons  return  to  the  busi- 
ness (there  are  five,  Barney,  Ray,  Jerry,  Ben 
and  Eddie)  many  other  new  products  may 
be  developed. 

The  idea  for  the  harness  rack  originated 
when  a friend  of  Ben’s  was  given  a gift. 
Ben  noted  that  the  friend’s  stable  had  no 
suitable  racks  in  the  tack  room  for  harness. 


Overworking  Descriptive 
Name  Dubbing  of  Stars 

By  IVAN  SPEAR 

(From  Hollywood  Edition) 

Getting  a bit  out  of  hand,  incidentally,  is 
this  business  of  designating  personalities  by 
a single  more-or-less  descriptive  noun. 
There’s  “The  Face,”  tenderly  treated  in  the 
above  paragraphs;  “The  Voice,”  which  an 
acrimonious  press  hung  upon  Crooner  Frank 
Sinatra,  and  “The  Nose,”  for  Comedian 
Jimmy  Durante. 

A curvaceous  New  York  miss,  Frances 
Vorne,  whose  scantily  clad  photos  are  much 
in  demand  as  GI  pinup  art,  is  billing  herself 
as  “The  Shape.”  Parenthetically,  if  Holly- 
wood producers  run  true  to  form,  she’ll  prob- 
ably be  paged  soon  for  screen  tests. 

And  Russell  Birdwell,  Beverly’s  Behemoth 
of  Blurb,  is  straining  his  typewriter  ribbon 
trying  to  establish  “The  Number”  as  a name 
for  his  client,  Toni  Seven. 

Just  in  case  the  trend  is  to  be  carried 
further,  following  are  a few  suggestions: 

The  Chill — Boris  Karloff. 

The  Shakes — W.  C.  Field. 

The  Noise — -Dave  Epstein. 

The  Chiv — Tommy  Dorsey. 

The  Ear — Jimmie  Fidler. 

The  Gut — All  tradepaper  reporters. 

The  Ankle — George  Glass. 

The  Curl — Charles  Boyer. 

The  Neck — Arthur  Eddy. 

The  Mouth — George  Brown. 

The  Pose — Whitney  Bolton. 

The  Brain — Bernie  Kamins. 

The  Mallet — Perry  Lieber.' 

The  Defendant — Flynn — or  Chaplin. 

The  Flash — John  Le  Roy  Johnston. 

The  Blush — Joe  E.  Brown. 

The  Mute — Bill  Thomas. 

The  Palm — Harry  Brand. 


Spikes  Boys  in  With  a Dimes  Bang! 


OMAHA — Spike  Jones  and  his  City  Slick- 
ers, who  hung  up  an  all-time  Orpheum 
Theatre  boxoffice  record  here  this  week,  ar- 
rived in  Omaha  with  a bang  for  the  second 
straight  year.  Last  year  they  had  the  honor 
of  presenting  Father  Flanagan  with  a 
Breakfast  at  Sardi’s  orchid.  This  year  it 
was  the  March  of  Dimes. 

The  idea  for  their  March  of  Dimes  special 
originated  with  William  Miskell,  district 
manager  for  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp. 
Knowing  the  Slickers  were  coming  in  on  the 
Overland  Limited  from  the  west,  Miskell  tele- 
phoned the  Tri-States’  manager  at  Grand 
Island,  Neb.,  Wally  Kemp,  and  had  him 
board  their  train  there. 

Kemp  waked  Mr.  Jones  fjom  a nap.  The 
train  was  delayed  five  minutes  while  the 
orchestra  scrambled  to  obtain  instruments 


from  their  luggage  in  the  baggage  car.  Then 
the  fun  began.  The  Slickers,  preceded  by  a 
young  woman  waving  a March  of  Dimes 
banner,  began  a parade  through  the  train. 
Their  entertainment  kept  passengers  wide 
awake  the  remaining  100  miles  to  Omaha. 

Adding  to  the  Jones  jam  and  jive  musical 
notes  was  the  continual  jingle  of  coins  into 
the  March  of  Dimes  box. 

Met  in  Omaha  by  photographers  and  Wal- 
ter F.  Cozad,  chairman  of  the  March  of 
Dimes  drive  in  this  city,  the  box’s  contents 
were  dumped  out  on  a counting  table.  The 
results,  $81.95. 

“Let’s  make  it  a hundred,”  said  Spike 
passing  along  a $20  bill.  Which  ain’t  hay 
for  “corn,”  March  of  Dimes  officials  could 
admit. 


Carrier  Plans  to  Cut 
Two  Trips  a Week 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

PITTSBURGH — Exhibitors  Service  Co.  has 
plans  to  reduce  the  number  of  over-the-road 
trips  on  a schedule  which  would  eliminate 
two  trips  weekly.  The  film  carrier  organiza- 
tion claims  it  virtually  impossible  to  carry 
on  its  present  schedule  because  of  shortages 
in  trucks,  equipment  and  manpower. 

Distributor  representatives  are  holding 
meetings  here  in  an  endeavor  to  solve  the 
many  problems  facing  the  film  carrier  in- 
dustry. Several  years  ago,  before  the  ODT 
functioned,  local  distributors  and  film  truck- 
ers rearranged  schedules  which  saved  from 
20  to  25  per  cent  of  the  mileage,  and  later 
other  switches  saved  truckers  many  more 
miles. 

Observers  here  believe  that  at  least  one 
of  the  over-the-road  trips  made  by  Exhibi- 
tors Service  Co.  under  present  schedules  must 
be  eliminated,  while  the  film  carrier  states 
two  such  trips  must  be  cut  off  the  weekly 
schedule.  Trucks  of  all  film  carriers  have 
been  on  gas,  tire,  equipment  and  hour  sav- 
ing programs  for  several  years.  Equipments 
have  taken  “an  awful  beating”  during  the 
last  month  and  trucks  were  never  in  “worse 
condition.”  A record  snow,  rain  and  sleet 
blitzkrieg  crippled  all  transportation  in  the 
area.  In  addition  to  Exhibitors  Service  Co. 
the  over-the-road  carrier,  affiliated  with  the 
AFL  newspaper  delivery  drivers  union  No. 
211,  city  area  film  truckers  include  Shearer, 
Kally,  Tannenbaum  and  Cherkosly  service, 
affiliated  with  truckers  union  No.  249.  Grif- 
fith trucks  carry  the  Johnstown  film  and 
accessory  service. 

Metro  Scout  Continues 
Hunt  for  Puny  Boy 

SAN  ANTONIO — Mothers  with  frail  sons 
and  Hollywood  aspirations  were  asked  to  call 
on  E.  B.  Coleman,  talent  scout  for  M-G-M, 
at  the  Gunter  Hotel  over  last  weekend.  He 
was  looking  again  for  the  boy  to  play  Jodie 
in  “The  Yearling”  which  will  star  Spencer 
Tracy. 

With  a never-say-die  spirit,  the  Holly- 
wood studio  will  make  another  attempt  to 
film  the  Marjorie  Kinnan  Rawlings  novel. 

Two  years  ago,  after  a nationwide  search 
rivaling  the  hunt  for  Scarlet  O’Hara,  they 
found  the  boy  and  shot  200,000  feet  of  the 
film,  but  the  kid  grew  like  a weed  and  soon 
was  bigger  than  Tracy.  The  film  and  a half 
million  dollars  went  into  the  ashcan.  Said 
Coleman:  “We  need  an  anemic-looking  boy 
about  10  or  11  years  old  with  no  acting 
experience.  He  should  be  about  five  feet  tall 
with  corn-colored  hair  and  blue  eyes.  He 
should  have  a love  for  animals.  We’re  really 
going  to  make  the  picture  this  time.” 

If  he  finds  any  likely  candidate  among 
San  Antonio  youths  he  will  recommend 
screen  tests  to  Billy  Grady,  casting  director 
at  M-G-M  on  the  west  coast.  While  here, 
Coleman  also  will  present  a bathing  suit  to 
Miss  Betty  Flak,  San  Antonio  girl  who  won 
the  title  of  “Miss  Texas”  in  the  beauty 
contest  for  “Miss  America.”  Because  of  the 
war,  the  girls  will  not  make  the  trip  to  At- 
lantic City.  Their  photographs  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  a committee  of  beauty  experts. 
Last  year,  Coleman  discovered  Jo  Ann  Den- 
nison of  Tyler,  who  became  Miss  America 
of  1944. 

Humota  Theatre  Receives 
More  Seats;  Redecorated 

HUMBOLDT,  IOWA— The  Humota  Thea- 
tre has  been  redecorated  and  improved.  In- 
cluded were  the  addition  of  120  seats  and  a 
new  air  conditioning  system. 
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Theatres  Comply , But 
Deride  60-Watt  Rule 


Premium-Pottery 
Firms  in  Dispute 

CLEVELAND — Metro  Premium  Co.  of  Bos- 
ton and  the  Randforce  Amusement  Corp.  of 
Brooklyn  have  filed  a petition  in  the  U.S. 
district  court  here  for  a writ  to  compel  the 
W.  C.  George  Pottery  Co.  of  East  Palestine, 
Ohio,  to  continue  deliveries  of  dishware  to 
Metro  pending  settlement  of  a suit  insti- 
tuted by  Metro  and  Randforce  against  the 
pottery  concern.  Hearing  on  the  petition 
was  set  for  January  29. 

Randforce  Corp.  operates  a circuit  of  the- 
atres in  the  Brooklyn  area. 

The  petition  alleges  failure  of  the  pottery 
firm  to  make  deliveries  on  its  continuity 
contract  with  Metro  would  cause  the  pre- 
mium concern,  Randforce  and  all  other  the- 
atres using  the  dishware  deal  irreparable 
damage.  W.  S.  George,  it  is  claimed,  has 
refused  to  fulfill  contracts. 

It  is  further  related  that  Metro  signed  a 
contract  with  the  George  concern  for  the 
exclusive  sales  rights  of  the  designs  known  as 
Bolero  Blossom  and  Golden  Symphony. 

The  continuity  contracts  were  to  run  72 
weeks,  or  127  weeks,  depending  upon  deals. 
George  Pottery,  it  is  said,  agreed  to  manu- 
facture and  deliver  to  Metro  a minimum 
of  108,000  pieces  a week,  and  to  bill  and 
collect  from  the  theatres  at  the  price  cov- 
ered by  its  contract  with  Metro,  and  to 
remit  to  Metro  the  difference  between  the 
price  received  and  that  agreed  upon  with 
the  Premium  company.  The  contract  was 
changed  in  1942  to  provide  a minimum  of 
75,000  pieces  a week,  and  also  provide  for 
the  premium  company  to  handle  the  ac- 
counts. The  contract  further  provided  for 
the  sales  rights  to  a pattern  known  as 
American  Bouquet. 

Later,  the  petition  claims,  the  George  com- 
pany refused  new  continuity  contracts  until 
the  old  ones  had  expired,  and  refused  to 
fulfill  contracts  subsequent  to  Jan.  1,  1945, 
for  2,134,176  pieces  of  Bolero  Blossom,  2,501,- 
380  pieces  of  American  Bouquet  and  75,000 
pieces  of  Golden  Symphony  on  continuity 
contracts  running  through  1945  and  1946. 

The  W.  S.  George  Co.  now  refuses  to  ful- 
fill the  existing  continuities  and  to  ship 
pieces  of  Bolero  Blossom  after  January  31, 
it  is  alleged,  and  American  Bouquet  and 
Golden  Symphony  after  February  28. 

The  petition  states  that  75,000  pieces  a 
week  is  enough  to  complete  all  of  the  re- 
quirements of  Metro  under  existing  con- 
tinuity agreements,  and  asks  that  George 
be  compelled  to  ship  that  amount  at  prices 
not  exceeding  OPA  ceiling  prices  in  effect 
at  the  time  of  shipment,  or,  if  no  OPA 
ceilings  are  in  effect  at  time  of  shipment, 
then  at  the  prices  agreed  upon. 

Pittsburgh  WB  Circuit 
Shifts  Theatre  Managers 

PITTSBURGH  — The  Warner  circuit  has 
promoted  Carl  Czolba,  Model  house  man- 
ager with  this  organization  for  several  years, 
to  the  Rowland,  Wilkinsburg.  From  Wil- 
kinsburg,  Bill  “Pappy”  Hock,  goes  to  Am- 
bridge.  Louise  Kennedy,  new  manager  of 
the  Princess,  Donora,  has  been  promoted 
from  the  Ritz,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  where  she 
had  been  assistant  manager.  William  Hyatt, 
manager  of  the  Rialto,  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
is  going  into  uniform  and  his  successor  at 
the  theatre  is  Bernard  Davis,  formerly  of  the 
Victor,  McKeesport.  Don  Schultz,  manager 
of  the  Harris,  Donora,  goes  to  the  Fairmont, 
Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  to  replace  Frank  Austin, 
who  has  been  called  to  the  colors.  Austin 
had  been  the  Fairmont  manager  for  a long 
period. 


Manager's  Fib  Clears 
Theatre  in  a Fire 

Fairmont,  W.  Va. — Bob  Soles,  manager 
of  the  Warner  Virginia,  walked  to  the 
stage  on  a recent  Friday  evening  and  an- 
nounced that  there  was  a fire  a few  doors 
up  the  block  and  that  they  could  return 
to  the  theatre  if  they  wished  to  go  out 
for  a while  to  witness  the  blaze.  Outside, 
and  all  in  orderly  fashion,  the  patrons 
discovered  that  the  fire  was  at  the  thea- 
tre. Soles’  fib  had  prevented  a panic. 

The  fire  department  report  later 
showed  that  rats  had  built  a nest  in  the 
loft  beneath  the  balcony  and  that  ap- 
parently a lighted  cigaret  had  dropped 
through  a hole  in  the  floor  and  ignited 
the  nest.  The  show  was  resumed  when 
the  fire  was  extinguished  and  most  of  the 
crowd  returned. 


Cleveland  MPEA  Election 
Is  Set  for  February  15 

CLEVELAND — The  Cleveland  Motion  Pic- 
ture Exhibitors  Ass’n  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  for  election  of  officers  on  Thursday, 
February  15.  As  usual,  a buffet  luncheon 
will  be  served  as  prelude  to  the  business 
meeting. 

Ernest  Schwartz,  now  completing  his  11th 
successive  term  as  president  of  the  organiza- 
tion, is  expected  to  be  unanimously  re- 
elected for  the  12th  year. 

Federal  Court  Grants 
Delay  in  Audit  Suit 

PITTSBURGH — Civil  action  in  which  two 
dozen  local  exhibitors  seek  to  prevent  dis- 
tributors from  auditing  books  and  records  of 
the  theatre  owners  has  been  set  back  on  the 
calendar  in  federal  district  court.  Scheduled 
to  open  here  January  22,  the  complaint  will 
not  be  heard  for  some  time.  The  court  had 
granted  an  indefinite  postponement  several 
days  prior  to  the  hearing  date. 


PITTSBURGH — Under  utilities  order  No. 
U-9,  effective  February  1,  theatre  marquee 
lighting  in  excess  of  60  watts  is  prohibited, 
and  exhibitors  and  managers  in  this  area 
are  prepared  to  comply,  but  many  say  they 
will  “use  their  ingenuity  to  turn  darkness  into 
light,  or  just  wait  for  long  summer  evenings.” 

Terming  the  edict  ridiculous  and  danger- 
ous to  passing  pedestrians  and  those  enter- 
ing and  leaving  theatres  at  night,  many  the- 
atre owners  here  state  that  the  brownout 
order  should  have  called  for  a 90  per  cent 
shutoff  of  theatre  outdoor  lighting,  but  that 
elimination  of  all  exterior  theatre  lighting 
except  60  watts  is  absurd. 

All  outdoor  electric  signs  will  remain  dark, 
under  terms  of  the  order,  but  indoor  lighting 
is  not  under  ban.  Theatres  of  the  type  which 
have  outer  lobbies,  with  glass  storm  doors  and 
windows  facing  the  sidewalk,  will  turn  spot- 
lights on  advertising  displays  which  will  re- 
flect light  to  the  front  exterior  of  the  house 
and  attract  attention  to  the  feature  dis- 
played. The  fuel  saving  edict  from  the  WPB 
is  spurring  the  ingenuity  of  exhibitors  and 
other  advertisers. 

With  the  coming  of  electricity  restrictions 
and  with  all  street  lamps  dimmed,  theatre 
owners  feel  that  children  will  not  be  allowed 
out  of  their  homes  at  night  and  many  adults 
will  not  venture  out  into  the  dark.  They 
predict  a resulting  drop  in  theatre  attend- 
ance and  further  reduction  in  revenue  for 
the  government  from  the  admission  tax. 

Utility  officials  here  said  there  is  no  short- 
age of  electricity  and  none  is  anticipated, 
but  the  order  is  to  save  fuel  used  in  the 
generation  of  electricity  as  a part  of  the 
overall  wartime  conservation  program. 


One-Bulb  Marquee  Light 
Arousing  Exhibitors 

CLEVELAND — Announced  plan  to  reduce 
theatre  marquee  lighting  to  one  electric  light 
bulb  is  causing  considerable  local  concern. 
Anxious  and  willing  to  comply  with  all  gov- 
ernment orders  in  the  interest  of  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  exhibitors  are  also  real- 
ists and  apprehensive  of  possible  danger  to 
large  crowds  groping  their  way  through  semi- 
darkness. 


CONFER  IN  HOLLYWOOD — Altec  district  managers,  engineers  and  tech- 
nicians are  shown  above  viewing  the  technical  advances  of  electronic  apparatus 
at  the  Altec  laboratory  in  Hollywood. 

On  the  front  row  in  the  usual  order  are  M.  G.  Thomas  and  W.  Conner, 
both  of  Cincinnati;  D.  A.  Peterson,  Philadelphia,  and  H.  M.  Bessey,  Altec’s 
vice-president. 

The  other  Altec  officials,  on  the  second  row,  are:  J.  K.  Hilliard  and  J.  B. 
Lansing. 
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■pd  Fisher,  Loew  publicity  director,  can  laugh 
Aj  at  his  difficulties  in  digging  out  of  the 
snow  to  get  from  his  farm  in  Avon  to  his 
State  Theatre  office  now  that  it  is  over,  but 
it  was  not  so  funny  when  his  car  was  ma- 
rooned in  the  garage,  bus  service  nonexistent 
and  he  hitchhiked  into  town. 

Casey  McDougall,  Loew  electrician,  drew  a 
welcome  assignment  when  ordered  to  Miami 
for  six  weeks  to  join  the  M-G-M  crew  work- 
ing on  “They  Were  Expendable.” 

Herb  Horstemeier,  president,  reports  the 
first  social  meeting  of  the  Film  Exchange 
Club  of  Cleveland  held  last  week  in  the 
Warner  clubrooms  was  a great  success  with 
only  three  of  the  35  members  absent.  Date 
for  the  next  meeting  has  not  been  set. 

Jack  Gertz,  distributor  of  Coulter  Pre- 
miums, states  his  company  guarantees  100  per 
cent  delivery  on  all  current  deals.  Gertz  just 
closed  a new  deal  with  Nate  Schultz  to  start 
the  ovenware  dinner  set  at  the  Ambassador 
here. 

Joe  Bernstein,  who  has  been  handling  the 
Universal  shipping,  has  moved  his  headquar- 
ters to  the  Columbia  shipping  room.  He  suc- 
ceeds Leonard  Bomfield,  resigned. 

Fred  Scheuerman,  PRC  office  manager 
and  city  salesman  under  the  Nat  L.  Lefton 
regime,  has  resigned  to  join  Cooperative 
Theatres  of  Ohio,  as  booker.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  that  Scheuerman  and  Milt  Mooney, 
head  of  Cooperative  Theatres,  have  worked 
together.  Scheuerman  was  Vitagraph  office 
manager  when  Mooney  was  branch  manager. 
His  successor  at  PRC  has  not  been  appointed. 

George  Otte  of  the  Dipson  circuit,  with 
headquarters  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor  who  was  given  a hearty  wel- 
come all  down  the  line.  Otte,  who  seldom 
comes  to  town,  was  booking  for  the  Dipson 
houses  in  this  area. 


GEORGE  A.  EBELING 
Architect 

MODERN  THEATRES 

1783  E.  11th  St.  Phone:  MAin  0992 
CLEVELAND  14,  OHIO 


Ed  Hinchly  of  the  Warner  home  office 
playdate  department,  was  here  for  a one- 
day  visit  with  Tony  Stern,  Warner  booking 
manager,  and  the  other  members  of  the  the- 
atre booking  department  here. 

Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager,  is  leaving 
soon  for  his  annual  vacation  trip  to  Texas, 
the  home  of  the  Wolf  clan. 

Genevieve  Kennedy,  National  Theatre 
Supply  office  manager,  is  laid  up  with  an 
injured  back.  It  is  the  result  of  a bad  fall 
on  the  icy  sidewalks  . . . Dick  Wright,  War- 
ner assistant  zone  manager,  and  Booker  Bill 
Wasserman  dropped  in  to  call  on  the  Warner 
theatres  in  Youngstown  last  week. 

Richard  Kepner,  formerly  with  the  Dip- 
son  circuit  and  now  assigned  to  the  gov- 
ernment’s public  relations  department,  was 
in  town  for  the  opening  of  "Winged  Victory” 
at  the  Hippodrome. 

Visitors,  of  whom  there  have  been  con- 
spicuously few  during  the  January  storm, 
last  week  included  Nat  Charnas,  Toledo  cir- 
cuit owner;  George  Davis  of  Wellsville  and 
the  regulars  from  Akron  and  the  surround- 
ing towns. 

Arthur  Greenblatt,  Monogram  district 
manager,  was  here  to  host  city  officials  and 
theatre  owners  at  a screening  of  the  forth- 
coming Monogram  picture,  “They  Shall  Have 
Faith.”  Among  the  guests  was  Judge  Frank 
Merrick,  chairman  of  the  infantile  paralysis 
foundation. 

Bob  Snyder,  Film  Classics  local  sales  rep- 
resentative, has  closed  deals  with  the  Asso- 
ciated and  Community  circuits  and  with  Co- 
operative Theatres  of  Ohio  which  books  ap- 
proximately 70  theatres.  Included  in  the 
deal  were  “Made  for  Each  Other,”  “The 
Kid  From  Spain,”  “The  Cowboy  and  the 
Lady”  and  “I  Was  Faithful.” 

Edna  Charns  is  leaving  the  Warner  The- 
atre department  February  2 to  join  her  hus- 
band, Sgt.  David  Charns,  recently  returned 
from  overseas  duty  and  now  assigned  as 
medical  supply  officer  at  DeWitt  General 
Hospital  in  California. 

Corletta  Forster  of  the  United  Artists  of- 
fice force  is  on  leave  of  absence  following 
her  marriage  last  week  to  RM  William  Mc- 
Ewen  of  the  coast  guard.  She  will  return 


ACTING  FOR  NAVY — Lieut.  Gray  Carpenter,  who  was  an  up-and-coming 
stage  juvenile  before  entering  the  navy  three  and  a half  years  ago,  and  who  has 
been  active  in  public  relations,  is  pictured  on  Pittsburgh’s  Filmrow  with  his  father, 
Fleming  Carpenter  of  the  Times  Theatre  Corp.  of  Braddock,  Pa.,  left.  In  the 
center  is  Max  Shulgold,  Crown  Film  Co.  manager  of  Pittsburgh. 


as  soon  as  her  husband  has  completed  his 
tour  of  land  service. 

Jane  Meisel  Simon,  assistant  to  Publicity 
Director  J.  Knox  Strachan  of  the  Warner 
Theatre  department,  last  Saturday  celebrated 
her  first  wedding  anniversary. 

Home  over  the  weekend  to  visit  his  wife 
was  Seaman  Gilbert  Lefton  of  the  coast 
guard,  stationed  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
. . . Nat  L.  Lefton,  retired  film  executive 
since  the  sale  of  his  PRC  franchises,  has 
recovered  from  a minor  operation. 

Nat  Barach,  manager  of  National  Screen 
Service,  and  Mrs.  Barach  will  go  east  next 
week  to  celebrate  their  25th  wedding  anni- 
versary with  their  son,  Seaman  Stanley 
Barach,  now  attending  the  coast  guard  radio 
school  at  Atlantic  City. 

Dave  Sandler  of  Sanco  Electric  Co.  is  off 
to  Florida  on  a trip.  He  will  make  theatre 
projection  installations  and  look  for  used 
equipment  that  is  idle.  For  pleasure  he  plans 
going  deep  sea  fishing. 

Goldhar  Announces  Titles 
At  District  Sales  Meet 

CLEVELAND — Jack  Goldhar,  UA  district 
manager,  presided  over  a weekend  district 
sales  meeting  at  the  Statler  Hotel.  The  main 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  announce 
titles  of  the  forthcoming  releases. 

Present  were:  Cleveland,  Morrison  B.  Orr, 
branch  manager;  Lester  Dowdell,  office  man- 
ager; A.  M.  Goodman,  Lou  Geiger,  Jack 
Lawrence,  salesmen. 

Cincinnati:  Harris  Dudelson,  branch  man- 
ager; Gustav  Boudot,  office  manager;  Jack 
Finberg,  M.  Blachschleger,  salesmen. 

Pittsburgh:  Mort  Magill,  branch  manager; 
Dave  Brown,  office  manager;  James  Nash, 
Harry  Rees,  William  Scott,  salesmen. 

Detroit:  Moe  Dudelson,  branch  manager; 
Kalman  Bruss,  office  manager;  Ralph  For- 
man, Sid  Bowman,  B.  Zimner,  George  Samp- 
son, salesmen. 

"Mom  and  Dad"  Opens  Big; 
Now  to  Flint  and  South 

CLEVELAND  — J.  S.  Jossey  and  Kroger 
Babb  have  returned  from  Oklahoma  City 
where  their  personally  produced  exploitation 
picture,  “Mom  and  Dad,”  had  its  initial  en- 
gagement at  the  Warner  Theatre,  operated 
by  Ed  Kidwell  and  Pat  McGee. 

Photographs  of  boxoffice  lines  attest  to  the 
opening’s  success.  Among  the  well-known 
film  bigwigs  at  the  premiere  were  Claude 
Ezell  of  Underwood  & Ezell,  Dallas;  Forrest 
Falls,  Griffith  circuit;  Lou  Chatham,  Tulsa 
theatre  circuit  and  Charles  Deckman,  local 
theatre  owner. 

City,  welfare  and  health  officials  of  Okla- 
homa City  were  also  present. 

The  film’s  next  engagement  is  scheduled  to 
be  held  in  the  5,000-seat  I.  M.  A.  Auditorium 
in  Flint,  Mich.,  after  which  it  will  tour  the 
southern  states. 

John  McDonald  Killed 
In  French  Invasion 

SPANGLER,  PA.— Pfc.  John  McDonald, 
former  projectionist  at  the  Gray  Theatre  here 
for  three  years,  was  killed  in  action1  in 
France  December  14,  the  war  department  has 
announced.  McDonald,  who  entered  service 
in  February,  1941,  was  an  infantryman.  He 
was  a nephew  of  Miss  Grace  McKlvigan, 
booker  for  Joseph  Gray,  veteran  theatre 
owner  and  attorney. 

McDonald’s  brother  Francis  was  killed  in 
action  in  Italy  in  December  1943  just  one 
year  prior  to  the  former’s  death. 
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Keystone  Owners 
Fear  Nuisance  Tax 

PITTSBURGH  — With  the  Pennsylvania 
general  assembly  reconvened  in  Harrisburg 
and  with  additional  revenue  for  the  com- 
monwealth eagerly  sought  by  the  legislators 
there  is  speculation  in  the  trade  regarding 
the  possible  introduction  of  a bill  to  enact 
a state  amusement  admission  tax.  From  po- 
litical quarters,  the  issue  is  more  than  a 
probability,  and  exhibitor  leaders  are  worried. 

Pennsylvania  enacted  an  admission  tax 
eight  years  ago.  It  was  one  of  a dozen  so- 
called  nuisance  taxes.  Allied  theatre  owners 
mustered  strength  during  the  next  legisla- 
tive session  and  fought  to  have  the  state 
admission  tax  taken  off  the  books,  finally 
winning  their  fight.  All  of  the  other  nui- 
sance taxes  have  remained  in  force  since  that 
time  although  they  had  been  placed  on  the 
tax  books  only  as  an  emergency  measure. 

Allied  exhibitors  state  they  must  be 
“stronger  than  ever  before”  if  a Pennsyl- 
vania admission  tax  bill  should  “pop  out  of 
the  hopper.”  They  say  the  government  ad- 
mission tax  will  remain  for  a number  of 
years  after  the  end  of  World  War  II  and 
that  a state  admission  tax,  if  enacted,  would 
stay  put  just  as  long. 

"Canteen"  Turns  in  More 
Than  3 Weeks  at  Canton 

CANTON — “Hollywood  Canteen”  hung  up 
a new  long  run  record  for  the  Ohio  Theatre 
here  when  it  remained  for  three  weeks,  in- 
cluding an  extra  midnight  performance,  and 
opening  a day  ahead  of  schedule.  Business 
held  up  until  the  end,  according  to  I.  H. 
Solomon,  manager.  The  picture  ran  during 
the  winter’s  worst  weather. 


T ee  Goldberg  of  Popular  Pictures  and  Mrs. 

Goldberg  left  for  New  York  to  visit  Sgt. 
Jay  Goldberg,  slated  for  overseas  duty  . . . 
Roy  White,  son  of  Maurice  White,  former 
chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club,  has  been 
inducted  into  the  air  corps.  Young  White 
formerly  was  connected  with  the  United 
Theatres  of  which  his  father  is  president 
. . . Mrs.  Marion  Stith  of  Warners  is  mourn- 
ing the  death  of  her  father,  Charles  Hel- 
muth. 

Della  Maneschi,  Warners,  resigned  to  be 
a dietician  for  the  city  . . . Helen  Winkler 
is  taking  a belated  vacation  . . . Maurice 
White  has  returned  from  a trip  east  . . . Uni- 
versal’s Peter  Rosian  left  on  a trip  to  Dallas 
and  Oklahoma  . . . “Can’t  Help  Singing” 
polled  excellent  grosses  and  rated  A on  the 
Enquirer  report  card. 

Peter  Rosian’s  district  is  in  first  place  in 
the  Bill  Scully  Anniversary  drive  . . . Jack 
Desmond,  former  “U”  district  booker,  has 
been  stationed  in  Honolulu  several  months 
. . . Amelia  Fenske  of  20th-Fox  was  pro- 
moted to  assistant  poster  clerk  . . . Lev  Bugie, 
20th-Fox  branch  manager,  was  appointed  co- 
chairman  with  Pete  Wood  for  the  March  of 
Dimes  in  Ohio  . . . Clyde  Kendall,  formerly 
with  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  is  now  in 
the  ferry  command  and  stationed  in  Mon- 
tana . . . J.  H.  Kelly  of  NTS  had  as  his 
guest  Maj.  Clif  Gano,  formerly  with  NTS  in 
Kansas  City.  Gano  is  in  charge  of  govern- 
ment lithography  and  has  been  transferred 
from  Texas  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

Exhibitors  in  town  included  Frank  Man- 
dros,  Chillicothe;  Crist  Davie,  New  Lexing- 
ton; Dale  Tysinger,  Newark;  W.  B.  Weddel, 
Laurenceberg;  Jack  Shea  of  New  York,  and 


Garland  Jones  . . . Metro’s  Eleanor  Buehren 
is  vacationing  . . . Booker  Herb  McGuinnis 
was  ill  and  Ruth  Mueller  is  convalescing 
after  an  appendectomy. 

The  Roosevelt,  New  Bremen,  operated  by 
Tom  Larkin,  has  been  gutted  by  fire  . . . 
Columbia’s  Allan  Moritz  has  been  suffering 
from  a throat  infection  . . . Sam  Galanty 
departed  following  several  days  stay  at  the 
local  Columbia  office  . . . Rudy  Knoepfle, 
president  of  the  Cincinnati  Cinema  Club  and 
salesman  for  Republic,  has  taken  60  days 
leave  for  a rest  at  St.  Petersburg.  He  suf- 
fered severe  injuries  in  an  automobile  acci- 
dent several  years  ago. 

A plea  to  exhibitors  to  use  more  care  in 
returning  prints  came  last  week  from  sev- 
eral major  exchanges.  Films  should  be  rolled 
tight,  with  the  edges  wound  evenly.  Other- 
wise edges  become  broken  and  replacements 
are  not  obtainable. 

Majestic  Theatre  Building 
Collapses  Under  Snow 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO— The  20-year-old  Ma- 
jestic Theatre  Bldg,  here  collapsed  under  the 
weight  of  a foot  of  snow  and  ice.  Several 
drivers  for  a taxicab  company  which  had 
offices  in  the  building  escaped  without  in- 
jury by  running  into  the  street  when  they 
heard  a rumbling  noise  which  preceded  the 
collapse. 

The  house  has  not  been  in  operation  for 
some  time. 


Julie  Gibson  to  “Duffy's  Tavern" 

Julie  Gibson  has  been  added  to  the  cast 
of  Paramount’s  “Duffy’s  Tavern.” 


Pre-Sold  Directly  to  Your  Audiences 


"LAKE  PLACID  SERENADE" 

Exciting  Romance  - - Thrilling  Music  - - Hilarious  Comedy 


Featuring:  Eugene  Pallette,  Vera  Vague,  Robert  Livingston,  Andrew  Tombes, 
Walter  Catlett,  Ruth  Terry,  William  Frawley,  Great  Ice  Specialties  and  Roy 
Rogers,  Guest  Star. 

NOW  BOOKING— 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES  CORP. 

Pittsburgh 

1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  ATlantic  4858 
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DETROIT 


Detroils  Censors  Do 
Little  Film  Cutting 


Dobert  Bram  is  the  new  Universal  booker 
. . . Paul  Mooney,  home  office  man  for 
National  Screen  Service,  came  in  town  for 
an  extended  visit  . . . Steve  Broidy,  general 
sales  manager,  and  Harry  H.  Thomas,  east- 
ern sales  manager  of  Monogram,  were  in 
town  for  a cocktail  party  and  dinner  at  the 
Hotel  Statler,  followed  by  screening  of  “They 
Shall  Have  Faith”  at  the  UDT  projection 
room  , . . Jack  Zide,  Allied  Film  manager, 
went  to  New  York  for  a week. 

Joseph  J.  Lee  has  been  named  permanent 
manager  of  the  20th-Fox  branch,  replacing 
the  late  Lester  Sturm  . . . A1  Levy,  former 
salesman,  is  new  sales  manager  and  office 
manager,  a new  title  for  the  exchange  . . . 
Arnold  Monette,  who  formerly  handled  the 
office,  is  now  covering  the  northern  Michigan 
district. 

Under  the  Marquees:  A1  Ackerman  of  the 
East  Side  is  betting  on  a boy  in  April  . . . 
John  Mack,  former  manager  of  the  Civic  and 
Oliver  theatres,  returned  to  work  after  a 
two-week  illness  . . . Mac  McMillan  of  the 
Downtown  was  a prominent  figure  around 
the  Michigan  fair  meeting  last  week  . . . 
Mrs.  Stefanea  Sieminski,  wife  of  John  F. 
Sieminski,  owner  of  the  Chandler,  left  for 
Miami  for  a six-week  vacation. 

Along  the  Rialto:  Tom  Mix,  western  star, 
was  in  town  for  the  week,  visiting  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Raum,  the  rodeo  folk  . . . Val 
Campbell  of  the  Gus  Sun  office,  became  the 
father  of  James  Alan  Campbell  on  January 
7 . . . Charles  Nathanson,  theatrical  attor- 
ney and  former  owner  of  the  Jefferson  and 
Wolverine,  will  be  married  February  11  to 
Minnie  Zumberg,  nonprofessional. 

Short  Circuits:  A Milo  De  Haven,  who  now 
has  theatres  at  Waterville  and  White  House, 
said  his  shows  were  closed  for  ten  days  be- 
cause of  icy  weather  and  film  missouts  in 
the  worst  snowstorm  in  20  years  . . . United 
Detroit  has  new  Wagner  plastic  letters  on 
the  marquees  at  the  Michigan,  United  Art- 
ists and  Riviera  . . . Paul  Field  of  the 
Alhambra  did  a nice  job  on  spectacular 
marquee  display  for  the  bond  drive. 

Lieut.  William  Drozan,  former  manager  of 
the  Mayfair  who  was  reported  lost  over  Jugo- 
slavia in  July,  is  a German  prisoner.  He  is 
a brother  of  Danny  Drozan,  manager  of  the 
Roxy  . . . Pvt.  Elliott  Cohen,  son  of  Lou 
Cohen,  was  transferred  from  England  to 
France  on  Christmas  Day  . . . Lieut.  Louis 
Cohen,  son  of  I.  J.  Cohen  of  the  Paradise, 
sent  his  d&d  a New  Year’s  menu  from  ship- 
board that  was  a honey  with  multiple  courses 
and  everything  . . . Joseph  Adelman,  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Roxy,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  sergeant.  He  writes  from  White- 
horse that  it  seems  warm  now,  only  ten 
below.  He’s  used  to  40! 

Stork  Race:  Moe  Rosenthal  of  Confection 
Cabinet  became  the  father  of  a baby  girl, 
Celia  . . . Harold  Sandelman,  M-G-M  sales- 
man, has  a new  son,  Robert  Louis  . . . Bill 
London  has  a new  granddaughter,  Beth  Joy, 
born  January  6 to  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Stone.  The  mother  is  an  ex-WAVE  . . . E.  C. 
Loomis,  owner  of  the  State  at  Elk  Rapids, 
became  the  father  of  a girl  January  8. 


LEONARD  SOSKIN  AGENCY 

NON-CANCELLABLE  SICK 
AND  ACCIDENT  INSURANCE 
1203  Book  Bldg.  Detroit  26,  Mich. 

CA.  8890 


Drug  Store  Stuff:  Jack  Dickstein,  veteran 
booker,  was  elected  president  of  the  Michi- 
gan Showmen’s  Ass’n  . . . Ollie  Brooks  of 
Butterfield  got  one  of  those  11,000,000  to  1 
hands  at  the  Variety  Club — a two  card  draw 
to  a royal  flush  . . . Art  Robinson  and  Bob 
Dunbar  were  in  on  the  game  . . . George 
McArthur,  the  supply  man,  bought  the  park- 
ing lot  next  door  to  his  store,  and  has  ample 
parking  facilities  for  all  Filmrow  visitors. 

Up  in  the  Booths:  Dave  Newman  has  new 
Simplex  sound,  lamphouses  and  accessories 
in  the  Jefferson  . . . William  Van  Read, 
operator  of  the  Huron,  Pontiac,  has  moved  to 
Rector,  Ark.  . . . John  Warendorp  of  the 
State  left  for  Florida  . . . Barney  Kobel  of 
the  Broadway-Capitol  and  his  wife  will  go  to 
Florida  February  4. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Hudzik  went  to  Florida 
last  Sunday  . . . Roger  M.  Kennedy  returned 
from  an  IATSE  meeting  at  Minneapolis  . . . 
Manny  Schare,  veteran  operator  at  the  Jam 
Handy,  was  seriously  ill  in  Harper  Hospital. 
He  received  ten  transfusions  following  a se- 
vere setback  after  a minor  operation  . . . 
George  L.  McBath  of  the  Paradise,  a former 
assistant  prosecuting  attorney,  is  a candidate 
for  judge  of  common  pleas  court  in  the 
February  17  election. 

Wallace  Ceglarek,  formerly  of  the  Century, 
who  was  wounded  in  France,  is  now  stationed 
at  a rehabilitation  center  in  Cleveland  . . . 
Joseph  Sullivan  of  the  Paradise  is  busy 
showing  pictures  of  “Tiny  Tim.” 

Production  Notes:  George  Brosch  closed 
Brosch,  Inc.,  and  is  now  territorial  represen- 
tative for  Caravel  Films  of  New  York,  pro- 
ducers in  the  Palms-State  Theatre  Bldg., 
took  over  Phoenix  Productions,  Brosch’s 
theatrical  department. 

Martin  Cinema  Corp.  is  being  incorporated 
as  a $50,000  Michigan  company  by  undis- 
closed parties,  with  headquarters  in  the 
Dime  Bank  Bldg. 

General  Theatre  Hold  Lead 
In  Detroit  Pin  League 

DETROIT  — General  Theatre  Service  is 
holding  a clean  lead  in  the  second  half  of 
the  Film  Bowling  League  season: 


Team — Won  Lost 

General  Theatre  Service...- 8 0 

Film  Truck  Service 6 2 

United  Artists  6 2 

Republic  Pictures  6 2 

RKO  Radio  3 5 

Theatrical  Advertising  1 7 

Monogram  1 7 

Co-Operative  Theatres  1 7 


Only  high  rollers  of  the  week  were  Barney 
Adair  with  214,  and  Eddie  Loye  with  208. 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  Bowlers  Come 
Within  Point  of  Tieing  Brenkerts 

DETROIT — Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  came 
within  one  point  of  tying  Brenkert  Projec- 
tors, long-term  leaders  in  the  Nightingale 


Club  bowling  league: 

Team — Won  Lost 

Brenkert  Projectors  26  16 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  25  17 

National  Theatre  Supply  24  18 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment  23  19 

National  Carbon  Co 19  23 

Altec  Sound  Service  19  23 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply. . 16  26 

McArthur's  Motiograph  16  26 


High  rollers  were:  Gilbert  Light,  222;  Jack 
Hall,  214;  Edgar  Douville,  207;  Ray  Gagnon, 
204;  Romulus  Albu,  202,  and  Hans  Larsen, 
200. 


To  Star  in  "The  Face  of  Heaven" 

Margaret  O'Brien  is  slated  to  star  in  Metro’s 
“The  Face  of  Heaven,”  an  original  being 
penned  by  Robert  Nathan. 


DETROIT — Activity  of  the  Detroit  police 
censor’s  squad,  under  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Sny- 
der, showed  the  total  footage  of  films  cut 
for  censorship  reasons  at  only  3,840  for  1944; 
8,000  feet  less  than  a year  ago.  There  were 
two  short  subjects  totally  rejected  compared 
to  three  for  1943. 

“Eliminations  have  reached  the  point 
where  they  are  insignificant  in  comparison 
with  a few  years  ago,”  Snyder  said. 

“One  reason  for  this  is  the  war.  The  direc- 
tors are  putting  out  pictures  that  they  know 
will  really  go  over,  in  view  of  the  shortage 
of  film. 

“For  another  thing  the  industry  has  de- 
voted a lot  of  time  and  effort  to  the  produc- 
tion of  technical  films  for  the  army  and 
other  services.  They  have  learned  the  care 
necessary  in  making  a technical  film  and 
they  are  putting  that  experience  in  to  the 
production  of  better  entertainment  pictures. 

“Greater  care  in  production  will  always 
eliminate  censorship  difficulties,”  he  added. 

Thirteen  theatre  fronts  were  banned  or 
revamped,  compared  to  six  for  1943,  and 
seven  cuts  were  made  in  vaudeville  shows, 
compared  to  eight  in  1943.  Considerably 
greater  activity  in  connection  with  love 
scenes  was  reported,  partly  as  a result  of 
the  increase  of  the  censorship  squad  from 
two  to  six  men,  and  the  addition  of  new 
duties,  including  book  censorship. 

Five  types  of  foreign  films  were  reviewed 
during  the  year,  including  the  following 


footage: 

Russian  178,000 

French  17,000 

Italian  15,000 

Polish  9,000 


Total  feet  219,000 


These  figures  show  a striking  drop  from 
prewar  days  when  the  total  was  five  to 
seven  times  as  great. 

At  that  time,  15  or  more  language  films 
were  regularly  reviewed  by  the  censor  but 
the  war  has  eliminated  nearly  all  foreign 
language  shows.  These  has  been  a great 
increase  in  Russian  pictures  which  almost 
disappeared  a few  seasons  ago.  The  Cinema 
Theatre  is  taking  a solid  diet  of  Artkino 
product  at  the  present  time. 

English  language  productions  showed  a 
slight  increase  over  1943,  which  was  the 
lowest  figure  in  a decade.  Totals  showing 
the  way  total  footage  of  both  foreign  and 
English  films  have  dropped  were  compiled 
from  censor’s  reports  for  the  past  eight 
years.  (All  figures  are  of  footage  reviewed): 


Year  English  Foreign  Total 

1937  4,891,000  1,077,000  5,963,000 

1938  4,172,000  1,561,000  5,733,000 

1939  4,460,000  1,238,000  5,698,000 

1940  4,359,000  1,070,000  5,429,0.00 

1941  4,757,000  630,000  5,387,000 

1942  4,332,000  297,000  4,629,000 

1943  . 4,010,000  204,000  4,214,000 

1944  ...  4,060,000  221,000  4,281,000 


GRAFTON,  W.  VA.— Mrs.  Grace  Helena 
Brinkman,  wife  of  the  late  George  Edward 
Brinkman,  will  continue  the  operation  of 
the  Opera  House  here. 

Brinkman,  who  died  December  24,  entered 
show  business  in  1906  with  pictures  and  road- 
shows, and  he  was  well  known  throughout 
this  area.  Mrs.  Brinkman  has  been  the 
active  manager  of  the  local  theatre  for  a 
number  of  years.  She  was  at  one  time  a 
popular  theatre  organist  at  Clarksburg. 


Grace  Brinkman  to  Carry 
On  at  Grafton  House 
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SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr.  Exhibitor  Mr.  Projectionist 

THE  UNITED  THEATRE 
EQUIPMENT  CO. 

Invites  You  to  Attend  Its 

GRIND  OPENING,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  3,  1943 

And  Inspect  Our  Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Equipment  and 
Supplies— and  Our  Facilities  for  Servicing  Your  Needs 

Open  House  All  Day  — Refreshments  Served 

WE  ARE  MICHIGAN  DISTRIBUTORS  FOR  THE  FOLLOWING 


MOTIOGRAPH  PROJECTORS 
16  MM  EQUIPMENT 
DA-LITE  SCREENS 
NEUMADE  PRODUCTS 
GENERATORS 


ELECTRICAL  SUPPLIES 
TICKETS 

MIRROPHONIC  SOUND 
P.  A.  SYSTEMS 
ASHCRAFT  LAMPS 


LYONS  METAL  PRODUCTS 
RECTIFIERS 
IDEAL  SEATS 
TELEVISION  EQUIPMENT 


WE  REPAIR,  RENT,  AND  SELL  ALL  TYPES  OF  EQUIPMENT 

Big  Midnight  Party— Monday,  February  5,  1945 
BUFFET  LUNCH  AND  REFRESHMENTS  SERVED 


FREE 


FREE 


UNITED  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


One  Block  North  of  Film  Exchange  Bldg. 
2501  Cass  at  Henry— Detroit 

Big  Free  Souvenirs  tor  All 
H.  S.  MORTON 


Phone 

Randolph  2825 
Nights  — Tyler  7-0610 

Free  Parking 

WADE  E.  ALLEN 
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PITTSBURGH 


Chapiro  & Fineman  circuit  has  pulled  out  of  CPO  S.  M.  Bender  and  his  wife,  the  for- 
Co-Op  and  Archie  Fineman  is  around  mer  Marcelle  Allison,  have  returned  to  Al- 
Filmrow  on  booking  duties  . . . Oscar  Stiefel,  toona  from  Viro  Beach,  Fla.,  where  they  re- 
Lock  Haven  and  Meyersdale  exhibitor,  is  va-  sided  for  a year.  Bender,  formerly  connected 
cationing  in  the  south  and  southwest  for  sev-  with  the  R.  Allison  theatres,  has  been  as- 
eral  weeks  . . . Andy  W.  Smith  jr.,  20th-Fox  signed  to  Bainbridge,  Md.,  where  he  is  en- 
executive,  was  here  on  business  last  week  gaged  in  rehabilitation  work  . . . Harry  Hen- 
and  he  attended  the  Shea  circuit’s  annual  del,  New  Granada  proprietor,  has  been  vaca- 
dinner.  tioning  in  New  York. 


Marlin  Way,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Way,  DuBois  exhibitors,  is  now  managing 
the  Avenue  and  Carlton  there  . . . Cpl.  Louis 
Perretta,  owner  of  the  Crescent,  Mahoning - 
town,  was  here  on  furlough  from  Ft.  Warren, 
Wyo.  . . . Arthur  McNally  of  the  merchant 
marine  was  a visitor  at  the  20th-Fox  ex- 
change where  he  had  been  an  assistant  ship- 
per . . . Pvt.  George  Ball,  former  20th-Fox 
head  booker,  will  be  here  February  12  for  a 
ten-day  “vacation”  from  his  marine  station 
at  San  Diego. 

W.  K.  Smith,  who  sold  the  Sykes,  Sykes- 
ville,  to  Mid-State  Theatres,  is  now  operating 
a dairy  store  across  the  street  from  the  the- 
atre . . . Pvt.  Jack  Nesbitt,  former  PRC  ship- 
per, was  here  for  a few  days  from  Camp 
Howze,  Tex.  . . . Mrs.  Herman  Beiersdorf, 
wife  of  the  20th-Fox  branch  manager,  has 
returned  to  her  home  after  a two-week 
checkup  in  Woman’s  Hospital  here. 

Alex  Brevak  of  the  Harris  publicity  staff 
was  a Filmrow  shopper  . . . Basil  O’Connor, 
head  of  the  National  Foundation  for  Infan- 
tile Paralysis,  was  a guest  speaker  at  the 
Monday  evening  testimonial  dinner  here 
which  honored  the  Variety  Club’s  outgoing 
chief  barker,  Harry  Feinstein,  and  the  new 
chief  barker,  Mike  Gallagher. 

Lieut.  Arthur  Rachiele,  son  of  the  Harry 
Rachieles,  Sharpsburg  and  Derry  exhibitors, 
has  arrived  in  the  South  Pacific  with  his 
field  artillery  outfit  . . . Jules  Lapidus  and 
Charles  Rich,  Warners  eastern  and  district 
managers,  respectively,  were  here  on  busi- 
ness with  F.  D.  “Peaches”  Moore,  branch 
manager  . . . James  G.  Balmer,  Harris  ex- 
ecutive who  has  been  employed  by  the  or- 
ganization for  36  years,  was  in  Chicago  Janu- 
ary 19  for  installation  of  new  Variety  Club 
officers  there. 

Cpl.  James  Nash  jr.,  son  of  the  United 
Artists  salesman,  is  stationed  at  the  gov- 
ernment hospital  at  Santa  Anita,  Calif., 
where  he  is  assigned  to  rehabilitation  du- 
ties. One  of  his  duties  is  teaching  the  fine 
points  of  golf  to  recuperating  soldiers,  and 
young  “Jimmy”  should  be  doing  all  right  at 
this  game  for  he  was  top  golfer  here  for 
three  years  while  a student  at  Duquesne 
University. 
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Mike  Winograd,  Rochester  exhibitor,  will 
be  in  Florida  for  several  months  . . . Cpl. 
Joe  Beile,  formerly  with  Andy  Battiston  the- 
atres and  later  with  Warner  and  Harris  cir- 
cuit, who  is  attached  to  an  engineers’  outfit 
in  France,  has  been  awarded  the  Bronze  Star 
. . . John  D.  Walsh  jr.,  Fulton  manager  and 
entertainment  chairman  for  the  USO-Variety 
Club  Canteen,  is  seeking  additional  bands 
and  acts  for  the  service  canteen  auditorium. 
He  would  appreciate  any  help  from  members 
of  the  trade  who  can  assist  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  additional  entertainers. 

Joe  Hiller  served  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the  testimonial  dinner  which  hon- 
ored Harry  Feinstein,  past  chief  barker  of 
the  Variety  Club,  and  the  retiring  crew  at 
the  William  Penn  Hotel,  January  22.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Tent  No.  1 committee  were  John 
H.  Harris,  M.  A.  Silver,  M.  J.  Gallagher, 
James  H.  Alexander,  C.  C.  Kellenberg,  Peter 
T.  Dana,  Sam  Fineberg,  Tom  Troy,  Art  Levy, 
Dave  Kimelman,  Morris  M.  Finkel,  Saal  Gott- 
lieb and  Bert  Stearn  . . . Harry  Michaelson, 
RKO’s  short  subjects  sales  manager  and  for- 
mer local  company  branch  manager,  was  here 
on  business  with  Morris  E.  Lefko,  resident 
manager  . . . Sgt.  Eddie  Stevens,  Harris 
Perry’s  former  assistant  manager,  was  here 
on  furlough  from  Camp  Shelby. 

In  the  mail:  Here’s  our  annual  season’s 
pass  for  all  Warner  Bros,  circuit  theatres, 
thanks  to  Moe  Silver  . . . Fred  Solomon  of 
American  Poster  Supply  presented  us  with 
a Krystal  Kleer  lens  pencil  for  cleaning  and 
polishing  projection  lens  or  eye  glasses. 

The  J.  J.  McFaddens,  Renovo  exhibitors, 
have  been  vacationing  in  New  York  . . . 
Florence  Fisher  Parry,  Press  columnist,  be- 
came a grandmother  for  the  second  time 
within  a few  weeks  when  a daughter  was 
born  to  her  son  and  daughter-in-law,  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  David  Parry.  Captain  Parry, 
who  had  been  a United  Artists  exploiteer  be- 
fore entering  the  AAF,  is  now  at  the  AAF 
public  relations  office  at  Wright  Field.  Sev- 
eral weeks  ago  a son  was  born  to  Mrs. 
Parry’s  daughter  Florence,  wife  of  Maj.  Don- 
ald Heide,  AAF. 

Robert  Wolheim,  newly  appointed  main  fine 
salesman  for  Columbia,  had  been  a member 
of  the  company’s  Washington  branch  under 
Ben  Caplon,  before  being  transferred  here. 
He  has  had  film  sales  experiences  for  ap- 
proximately a score  of  years  and  belongs  to 
the  American  Legion. 

Local  RKO  salesmen  were  to  join  company 
representatives  from  Washington  and  Phila- 
delphia at  the  latter  city  January  24  for  a 
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Phone:  CAdillac  5524 


regional  conference.  Attending  from  Pitts- 
burgh were  to  be  Morris  E.  Lefko,  manager; 
Lawrence  Carettie,  office  manager;  Douglas 
Beck,  exploiteer,  and  Ike  Sweeney,  Jack 
Judd,  Irving  Frankel,  David  C.  Silverman 
and  Marvin  Wolfish,  salesmen.  From  Phila- 
delphia, Lefko  was  to  go  to  New  York  City  for 
home  office  conferences. 

Joe  and  Bob  Shapiro,  Mount  Union  and 
Six  Mile  Run  exhibitors,  are  back  on  the 
theatre  front  after  attending  a furniture 
market  exhibit  and  meeting  in  Chicago.  Bob 
was  stricken  with  acute  indigestion  in  the 
lobby  of  one  of  the  large  hotels  and  with  no 
doctors  available,  14  police  and  firemen  an- 
swered an  emergency  call  to  administer  to 
him,  according  to  his  brother  Joe.  He  was 
taken  to  a hospital  and  relieved. 

Sarah  Kells  is  in  charge  of  the  Filmrow 
Employes  Union  Bll  induction  of  officers 
ceremony  and  annual  dinner  which  was 
held  January  25  at  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel  . . . 
Joe  Hartman  is  resigning  duties  at  the 
Co-Op  office  . . . F.  D.  “Peaches”  Moore, 
Warners  branch  manager,  was  on  a West 
Virginia  tour  with  Jack  Kalmenson,  sales 
representative. 

Jack  Marks,  “Mr.  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,”  has 
returned  from  a Chicago  business  trip  . . . 
Rose  Leibhart,  Warners  exchange  booker,  is 
recuperating  following  an  operation  . . . Pvt. 
George  R.  Herrington,  former  McKees  Rocks 
manager  and  son  of  the  Fred  J.  Herringtons, 
has  recovered  from  an  operation  and  re- 
turned to  his  line  outfit,  Co.  K,  113th  Inf. 
Regt.,  Ft.  Jackson,  S.  C.  . . . Ed  Hinchey, 
Warners  playdate  supervisor,  was  a local  vis- 
itor last  week,  and  this  week’s  visitor  at  the 
exchange  was  Rudy  Hagen,  who  has  charge 
of  the  company’s  checking  department.  • 

Alvin  Seiler,  Ligonier  exhibitor,  is  reported 
recuperating  from  an  illness  . . . Eddie 
Mackins,  M-G-M  booker,  has  been  reclassi- 
fied 1-A  . . . Hilda  Lissmann  and  Adele 
Seegan  of  the  Warner  exchange  were  ill  for 
several  days  . . . Harry  Thomas,  Warners 
Schenley  manager,  is  recuperating  at  a local 
hospital  after  being  seriously  ill.  Another  ill 
and  hospitalized  Warners  house  manager  is 
Eddie  Selette  of  the  Strand,  Oakland. 

Sam  Seplowin,  Republic’s  district  mana- 
ger, was  here  last  week  for  conferences  with 
Syd  Lehman,  branch  manager.  Lehman  will 
leave  for  a visit  at  the  studios  February  1. 

Conrad  “Doc”  Cook,  M-G-M  assistant  ship- 
per, will  shove  off  for  naval  boot  training 
within  the  next  two  weeks  . . . Three  of  the 
Filmrow  Leftons  in  uniform  were  here  this 
week:  Pvt.  S.  David  and  Pfc.  Seymour, 
brothers,  and  their  cousin,  SK  Godfrey 
“Duddy”  Lefton.  The  two  sons  came  from 
Ft.  Bragg,  N.  C.,  and  Ft.  Monmouth,  N.  J., 
and  “Duddy”  returned  from  the  Aleutians. 
Godfrey’s  brother,  Milt,  also  in  the  navy, 
missed  the  reunion.  He  is  somewhere  at  sea. 

Gladys  Silverberg  of  the  WAVES,  formerly 
connected  with  the  local  Warner  circuit  of- 
fice and  a sister  of  Minnie  and  Maurice  Sil- 
verberg  of  Universal  has  been  transferred  to 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa  . . . Mrs.  Joseph  Mercer, 
wife  of  the  Warwood,  W.  Va.,  exhibitor,  was 
hospitalized  by  injuries  sustained  in  an  auto 
accident  . . . Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Morrone,  wife 
of  the  Superior  Motion  Picture  Supply  presi- 
dent, was  ill  at  Mercy  Hospital. 

M.  A.  Silver,  Warner  circuit  zone  manager, 
and  Morris  M.  Finkel,  AMPTO  president,  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  annual  Red  Cross  drive 
as  representatives  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry in  this  area  . . . William  Grande,  in- 
dependent distributor,  is  up  and  around  again 
after  being  a patient  in  Shadyside  Hospital 
for  two  months.  One  of  his  toys,  Bill  jr.,  was 
killed  in  the  French  invasion. 
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"Window"  in  Second 
Week  Scores  High 

CLEVELAND— Continued  stormy  weather 
and  icy  streets  proved  heavy  competition  to 
both  downtown  and  neighborhood  houses, 
practically  all  of  whom  reported  just  fair 
business.  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  topped  the 
new  pictures,  going  slightly  over  the  goal 
line  at  the  State  Theatre,  while  “Can’t  Help 
Singing”  broke  just  at  par  at  the  Hippo- 
drome. Both  stayed  on  for  extended  move- 
over  engagements.  The  holdovers  made  a 
good  showing.  “The  Woman  in  the  Window” 
hit  a big  127  per  cent  in  its  second  week: 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  went  ten  per  cent  over 
average  at  the  Lake  in  its  third  consecu- 
tive week:  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
was  strong  enough  in  its  third  week  to  war- 
rant a fourth  while  fans  patronized  “Maisie 
Goes  to  Reno”  to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent 
plus  in  its  second  week. 

There  was  the  usual  outside  competition — 
stage  show  at  the  Hanna,  “Merry  Widow” 
at  the  Masonic  Hall,  hockey  games  and 
night  club  entertainment. 

Detail  for  week  ended  January  17: 

(Average  is  100) 


Allen — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO),  2nd  wk 127 

Hippodrome — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 100 

Lake — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 110 

Ohio — Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Paloce — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ),  plus 

Vaughan  Monroe  orchestra  on  stage 90 

State — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para)  105 

Stillman — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 105 


Detroit  Business  Off  With  Poor 
Weather;  "Singing"  Scores  High 

DETROIT — Business  generally  was  off  last 
week,  as  the  weather  continued  unfavorable 
for  showgoers.  Downtown  shows  felt  the  ef- 
fects to  a considerable  extent  as  well  as  the 
neighborhoods,  with  late  shows  especially 
away  off.  The  first  runs  are  tending  to  ex- 
tend length  of  runs  more  on  good  boxoffice 
attractions  than  they  have  in  the  recent 
past. 


Adams — Mummy's  Curse  (Univ);  House  of 

Frankenstein  (Univ)  100 

Broadway-Capital — Here  Comes  the  WAVES 
(Para);  National  Barn  Dance  (Para),  3rd 

d.  t.  wk 110 

Cinema — Chapayev  (Art);  Beethoven  Concerto 

(Art)  90 

Downtown — Town  Went  Wild  (PRC),  plus  Ina 

Ray  Hutton  on  stage  100 

Fox — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter 

Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  2nd  wk 125 

Michigan — Bride  by  Mistake  (RKO);  Falcon  in 

Hollywood  (RKO)  105 

Palms-State — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA), 

3rd  wk 110 

Paradise — Dead  Man's  Eyes  (Univ),  plus  Erskine 

Hawkins  on  stage  - 105 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M);  New  Americans  (RKO),  3rd  wk 115 


Cincinnati  Trade  Good  Despite 
Weather;  "Singing"  Score  High 

CINCINNATI— “Winged  Victory”  went  into 
its  third  week  and  was  held  for  a fourth. 
Business  was  above  average  at  all  houses 
in  spite  of  unprecedented  snows  and  sleety 
weather  that  made  traveling  dangerous. 
“Fighting  Lady,”  record  of  a war  plane  car- 
rier, drew  unanimous  praise  from  all  critics. 
Coupled  with  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a Sol- 


dier,” it  held  over. 

Albee — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 125 

Capitol — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk ...115 

Grand — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk 105 

Palace— The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 115 

Shubert — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  4th  wk 95 

Lyric — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 105 

Keith's — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 
Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox)  110 


Pittsburgh  Grosses  Satisfactory 
Despite  Weather;  Holdovers 

PITTSBURGH — Grosses  were  satisfactory 
and  “on  the  up”  despite  the  fact  that  there 
were  five  holdover  attractions  on  view  and 


the  weather  continued  very  wintry.  M-G-M’s 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  proved  to  be 
a great  magnet  in  its  second  week  at  Loew’s 
Penn  and  was  continued.  Third  week  of 
20th-Fox’s  “Winged  Victory”  at  the  J.  P. 
Harris  was  over  average  and  the  splendid 
army  air  forces  film  moved  over  to  the 
Senator. 


Barry — Shadow  of  Suspicion  (Mono); 

Seven  Days  Ashore  (RKO) 100 

Fulton — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep),  2nd  wk 125 

Karris — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 115 

Penn — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk - 140 


Ritz — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  3d  d.  t.  wk 115 


Senator — Sergeant  Mike  (Col); 

Reckless  Age  (Univ) 95 

Stanley — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 115 

Warner — The  Master  Race  (RKO) 110 


Insurance  for  Staff 
Anniversary  Gift 

NEWARK,  OHIO— In  celebration  of  the 
16th  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  thea- 
tre, all  employes  of  the  Midland  Theatre 
here  recently  were  given  paid-up  life  insur- 
ance policies  for  $1,000.  Employes  of  the  Shea 
circuit’s  companion  house  here,  the  Audi- 
torium, received  the  same  gift. 

Dale  Tysinger,  Midland  manager,  an- 
nounced the  gift  by  the  circuit.  The  theatre 
was  opened  Dec.  20,  1928,  under  management 
of  E.  J.  Hiehle,  now  manager  of  all  Shea 
theatres  in  Zanesville. 

Next  manager  of  the  two  theatres  was 
Frank  V.  King,  who  enlisted  in  the  naval  re- 
serve after  Pearl  Harbor.  He  was  followed 
by  John  Woodward  who  is  with  Shea  in 
Zanesville  and  Tysinger  is  the  fourth  man- 
ager at  the  house. 

Three  of  the  Midland  employes  have  been 
with  the  theatre  since  its  opening  day.  They 
are  Carl  Lippincott,  in  charge  of  booth  and 
stage  equipment;  Harry  Cranston  and  Law- 
rence Camp,  projectionists,  and  Mrs.  Mar- 
guerite Drennan,  cashier. 

Others  on  the  staff  are  Henry  Froelich, 
Russell  Ferry,  and  Leslie  Grove,  projection- 
ists: Peggy  Cranston,  Alma  Thomas  and 
Dwella  Touvell,  cashiers,  and  Catherine  Coad, 
secretary.  Clyde  Franklin  is  doorman. 

Margaret  McDonald  of  UA 
To  Head  of  Local  B25 

DETROIT  — Margaret  McDonald  of  UA 
has  been  elected  president  of  IATSE  Local 
B25,  covering  backroom  employes  at  all  ex- 
changes, succeeding  Elizabeth  M.  Lehr  of 
PRC.  Election  is  for  the  two-year  period, 
1945-1946.  A change  in  the  bylaws  is  shift- 
ing the  effective  date  of  taking  office  to  the 
early  part  of  December  hereafter,  instead  of 
January. 

Other  new  officers  of  the  local  are:  Made- 
line “Matty”  Massey,  Vitagraph,  vice-presi- 
dent; Margarite  Quarella,  Loew’s  business 
agent;  Norene  Ripley,  RKO,  recording  sec- 
retary; William  Sidenstecker,  RKO,  financial 
secretary;  Jessie  Kolb,  Republic,  sergeant-at- 
arms. 

Mary  Zemba,  RKO,  seventh  member  of 
the  board;  Garnet  Dalton,  Republic,  chair- 
man of  trustees;  Ann  (Kulas  and  Marcella 
Sheesley,  Loew’s,  trustees,  and  Marietta 
Feeser,  Paramount,  and  Madeline  Massey, 
delegates  to  AFL. 

Frank  V.  King  Returning 
To  Shea  Post  in  Ohio 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.— It  was  learned 
here  that  Chief  Specialist  Frank  V.  King, 
with  the  Springfield  naval  recruiting  station 
for  the  last  year  and  one  half,  has  been 
granted  an  honorable  discharge  under  the 
overage  ruling  and  plans  to  resume  theatre 
management  for  the  Shea  circuit  in  Newark, 
Ohio. 


The  Dimes  Response 
Big  in  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH — March  of  Dimes  response 
in  this  area  has  been  overwhelming  and  only 
a few  of  the  600  theatres  in  the  territory 
were  not  registered  for  full  cooperation.  Last 
Saturday  there  were  568  pledges  on  file  with 
the  WAC,  and  film  distributors  who  re- 
ported into  their  exchanges  from  the  road 
brought  with  them  additional  pledges.  More 
than  250  theatres  had  pledged  to  take  audi- 
ence collections  over  two  weekends  and 
many  of  them  were  staging  a complete  two- 
week  campaign  instead  of  a one-week  drive. 

Downtown  Theatre  Managers  Ass’n,  with 
Harry  Greenman  of  Loew’s  Penn  serving  as 
chairman,  lined  up  several  women’s  organi- 
zations to  participate  in  the  audience  col- 
lections. They  had  36  milk  bottle  displays 
in  front  of  theatres  and  elswhere  downtown 
where  children’s  names  were  placed  on  each 
bottle  and  contributions  were  solicited  for 
some  “namesake.”  Similar  collections  were 
made  at  night  clubs,  dance  halls,  skating 
rinks  and  bus  and  railroad  stations,  under 
direction  of  downtown  theatre  managers. 
Various  outside  activities  were  lined  up  in- 
cluding hockey  games  at  the  Gardens  and 
other  sports  events. 

M.  A.  Silver,  Warner  circuit  zone  manager, 
is  March  of  Dimes  chairman,  with  Morris 
M.  Finkel,  AMPTO  president,  in  charge  of 
independent  theatre  owners,  and  John  J. 
Maloney,  M-G-M  central  division  manager, 
distributors’  chairman.  Maloney  said  March 
of  Dimes  collections  will  be  taken  at  institu- 
tions where  gratis  film  service  is  rendered 
and  with  many  special  events  planned  and 
now  in  execution  the  Infantile  Paralysis 
Fund  will  break  all  records  in  this  area. 

Saal  Gottlieb,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
who  is  serving  with  Maloney  in  the  March  of 
Dimes  drive,  lined  up  everyone  on  Filmrow 
and  many  others  to  participate  with  full 
credit  going  to  the  motion  picture  industry. 
Jim  Totman  of  the  Warner  circuit,  and  Joe 
Feldman,  Silver’s  assistant,  are  serving  as 
publicity  director  and  coordinator  for  the 
drive. 


Announce  Gain  in  Dimes  Pledges 
By  Northern  Ohio  Exhibitors 

CLEVELAND  — Lester  Zucker,  Columbia 
branch  manager  and  industry  chairman  for 
the  March  of  Dimes,  reports  that  the  the- 
atres in  this  area  are  pledged  practically 
100  per  cent  to  support  the  drive. 

To  date,  pledges  have  been  signed  by  435 
theatres.  This  is  22  more  than  pledged  their 
support  last  year. 


Krug  Picks  Five  From  20th 
For  His  "Ten  Best"  List 

PITTSBURGH— Karl  Krug,  Sun-Telegraph 
critic,  has  named  his  ten  best  pictures  of 
1944  as  follows: 

Five  from  20th-Fox:  “The  Song  of  Berna- 
dette,” “Lifeboat,”  “Wilson,”  “The  Sullivans” 
and  “The  Purple  Heart”;  three  from  Para- 
mount: “The  Miracle  of  Morgan’s  Creek,” 
“Going  My  Way”  and  “Hail  the  Conquering 
Hero”;  one  from  RKO,  “None  But  the  Lonely 
Heart,”  and  one  from  M-G-M,  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo.” 
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"Victory”  on  Nixon's 
Stage  Next  Month 

PITTSBURGH  — “Winged  Victory,”  the 
army  air  force  stage  play  opening  on  Feb- 
ruary 5 at  the  Nixon  here,  will  be  an  excep- 
tion to  the  rule  of  no  Sunday  shows  in  Pitts- 
burgh. The  production  of  17  scenes  with  300 
members  of  the  air  force  and  54  feminine 
performers  will  give  matinee  and  evening 
shows  on  Sunday  as  well  as  Saturday,  the 
exception  being  allowed  because  all  proceeds 
of  the  show  go  to  army  charities.  A GI  box- 
office  has  been  set  up  in  the  Nixon  lobby 
and  soldier  ticket-sellers  are  on  duty  for  the 
two-week  engagement,  which  no  doubt  will 
be  a complete  sellout. 

Featured  players  in  “Winged  Victory,”  who 
also  are  seen  in  20th-Fox’s  thrill -blazing 
screen  production,  include  Cpl.  Don  Taylor, 
a Freeport,  Pa.,  boy;  Pvt.  Lon  McCallister, 
whose  appearance  in  “Stage  Door  Canteen” 
and  "Home  in  Indiana”  won  him  a great 
popularity;  Sgt.  Mark  Daniels,  who  was  a 
“comer”  on  the  M-G-M  lot  prior  to  going 
into  the  service  and  who  has  definitely  “ar- 
rived" on  the  screen;  Cpl.  Barry  Nelson,  Sgt. 
Edmond  O’Brien,  Cpl.  Lee  J.  Cobb,  Sgt. 
Peter  Lind  Hayes,  Cpl.  Red  Buttons,  Cpl. 
Alan  Baxter,  Sgt.  George  Reeves,  Cpl.  Alfred 
Ryder  (and  Olive  Deering,  Ryder’s  sister), 
Cpl.  Richard  Hogan,  Cpl.  Archie  Robbins^ 
Sgt.  Sascha  Brastoff,  Cpl.  Harry  Lewis, 
Claude  Stroud,  Sgt.  Joe  Bushkin,  Cpl.  Jack 
Slate,  Pvt.  Henry  Slate,  Cpl.  Phillip  Bour- 
neuf,  Lieut.  Carroll  Riddle,  Pvt.  Jimmy  Eng- 
ler,  Cpl.  Eugene  Conley,  Sgt.  Rune  Hultman, 
Cpl.  Damian  O’Flynn,  Cpl.  Garry  Merrill, 
Pvt.  George  Petrie,  Pvt.  Martin  Ritt,  Capt. 
Ray  Bidwell. 

Corporal  Taylor’s  wife,  Phyllis  Avery,  ap- 
pears opposite  him  in  the  play.  Son  of  the 
David  E.  Taylors  of  Freeport,  Taylor,  the  be- 
loved Pinkey  of  “Winged  Victory,”  went  to 
the  west  coast  after  graduating  from  Penn 
State.  He  didn’t  crash  Hollywood  and  wound 
up  as  a doorman  at  the  Pantages.  After  go- 
ing into  the  army,  he  soon  found  himself  in 
the  oast  of  the  air  force  show,  and  a star, 
no  less.  He  had  been  seen  briefly  on  the 
screen  prior  to  “Winged  Victory.” 

McCallister  plays  a different  role  than  he 
did  in  the  screen  version. 

A 50-piece  orchestra  appears  with  the 
show,  the  score  of  which  was  written  by  Sgt. 
David  Rose,  famous  for  his  “Poinciana”  and 
“Holiday  for  Strings.” 

On  the  stage  as  on  the  screen,  “Winged 
Victory”  is  a record-breaker.  Only  13  cities 
will  see  the  stage  production. 


New  Equipment  Concern 
To  Open  in  Detroit 

DETROIT — Local  Filmrow  will  have  a new 
theatrical  supply  house  when  the  United 
Theatre  Equipment  Co.  makes  its  debut  Mon- 
day, February  5.  The  store  is  located  at  the 
northwest  comer  of  Cass  and  Henry  Sts., 
one  block  north  of  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg. 
Parking  facilities  are  available. 

The  United  organization  has  been  formed 
by  Houston  S.  Morton,  veteran  Detroit  pro- 
jectionist, now  with  the  Paradise  Theatre, 
and  Wade  E.  Allen,  owner  of  the  Fine  Arts, 
Arcade,  and  other  theatres.  Morton  will  be 
in  active  charge  of  the  selling  organization. 

The  company  has  taken  over  distribution 
for  a wide  variety  of  supply  lines,  including 
Motiograph  projectors,  Mirrophonic  sound, 
Da-Lite  screens,  Ashcraft  lamps,  Neumade 
and  Lyons  Metal  products,  and  Ideal  seats. 
Other  lines  of  equipment  handled  will  include 
16mm  equipment,  public  address  systems, 
ticket  supplies,  television  equipment,  and  all 
type  of  electrical  supplies. 

The  United  organization  also  will  specialize 
in  the  rental  and  servicing  of  all  types  of 
theatrical  equipment. 

The  opening  will  be  a gala  affair  for  ex- 
hibitors, projectionists  and  others.  Refresh- 
ments will  be  served  all  day  and  a buffet  sup- 
per served  at  midnight.  Souvenirs  will  be 
given  to  all  visitors. 

Tanner  to  Executive  Post 
With  Publishing  House 

CLEVELAND — Lyle  Tanner,  son  of  P.  L. 
Tanner  who  operated  the  Film  Transit  Co., 
has  been  appointed  to  an  executive  position 
by  the  Curtis  Publishing  Co.  of  Philadelphia. 

Tanner,  a graduate  of  Purdue  University, 
has  been  connected  with  a local  publishing 
house  five  years  and  has  also  served  as 
president  of  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce here. 


Theatre  Fire  in  Ohio 

MARYSVILLE,  OHIO— Fire  at  the  Strand 
here  caused  damage  estimated  at  more  than 
$2,000.  The  house  will  be  closed  indefinitely, 
Clair  Jarvis,  manager,  said.  Patrons  filed 
out  of  the  theatre  in  an  orderly  manner  and 
no  one  was  injured.  The  fire  broke  out  about 
9 p.  m.  when  a film  broke  and  ignited. 


To  Legislative  Group 

PITTSBURGH— AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  has 
named  William  J.  Walker,  William  Finkel 
and  Fred  J.  Herrington  as  members  of  its 
legislative  committee  for  1945. 


Woman  Exchange  Owner  Leaves 


DETROIT — Detroit’s  Filmrow  is  losing  one 
of  its  best  known  feminine  members  for  the 
past  two  decades  with  the  transfer  of  Anne 
V.  O’Donnell  from  the  PRC  exchange  here 
to  the  home  office  of  the  company  in  New 
York  City. 

Her  precise  duties  in  New  York  have  not 
been  defined,  but  she  is  expected  to  get  an 
assignment  in  the  handling  of  exchange  op- 
erations, and  may  be  on  the  road  a consid- 
erable part  of  the  time. 

She  was  known  for  years  as  probably  the 
only  woman  exchange  operator  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  had  developed  a long  list  of  per- 
sonal friends  in  the  industry. 

Miss  O’Donnell  started  in  the  film  business 
in  Minneapolis  for  about  two  months  shortly 
after  the  last  war,  and  then  came  to  Detroit, 
where  she  went  with  the  old  Standard  Film 
exchange  about  1920.  The  present  PRC  or- 


ganization in  Detroit  is  an  historical  descend- 
ant of  the  old  Standard  organization. 

When  Standard  was  wound  up  in  1932,  Miss 
O'Donnell  and  Henry  P.  Zapp  bought  the 
assets  and  formed  the  old  Monarch  Pictures, 
an  independent  exchange.  Zapp  left  about 
two  years  later  to  go  with  exhibitor  groups, 
and  Miss  O’Donnell  took  over  sole  ownership 
of  the  firm,  which  she  held  until  1939,  estab- 
lishing her  title  as  the  industry’s  first  woman 
exchange  manager  and  owner. 

In  1939,  William  Flemion  came  into  the 
partnership,  which  was  renamed  Excellent 
Pictures,  and  about  a year  later  it  was 
changed  to  PRC,  for  which  Flemion  and 
Miss  O’Donnell  were  franchise  holders.  In 
December,  they  sold  out  to  the  national  PRC 
organization,  with  PRC  of  Detroit  talking 
over  the  local  office  and  Flemion  becoming 
branch  manager. 


Jack  Seltzer,  Rialto 
Manager,  Stricken 

PITTSBURGH — Jacob  “Jack”  Seltzer,  54, 
who  had  been  connected  with  the  theatre  in- 
austry  here  for  approximately  30  years,  died 
January  14.  In  recent  years  to  his  death  he 
was  manager  of  the  Rialto,  a Mervis  Bros.- 
Dave  Bamholtz  theatre,  a few  blocks  from 
Filmrow  on  Fifth  Ave. 

A brother  of  the  late  Charles  Seltzer,  owner 
of  several  former  Seltzer  film  exchange 
buildings,  and  in  which  he  was  interested, 
Jack  is  remembered  as  a partner  in  their 
Seltzer  Music  Co.,  distributors  of  organs  for 
theatres,  and  as  a manager  of  theatres  for 
the  old  Western  Pennsylvania  Amusement 
Co.  His  initial  theatre  experience  was  man- 
aging the  old  Avenue,  adjoining  Hotel  Henry. 
He  was  a brother-in-law  of  Hymen  Goldberg, 
Beaver  Falls  exhibitor. 

Also  surviving  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Tillie 
Seltzer,  and  a daughter,  Miss  Irne  Seltzer. 


Death  Takes  Nick  Anas, 

A Veteran  Showman 

PITTSBURGH — N.  G.  “Nick”  Anas,  vet- 
eran exhibitor,  who  died  last  week,  was  the 
third  theatre  man  in  this  area  to  die  sud- 
denly within  three  weeks.  George  Brinkman 
of  Grafton  and  Jacob  “Jack”  Seltzer,  Pitts- 
burgh, preceded  Anas  in  death.  Anas  died  in 
California  where  he  was  vacationing  and  vis- 
iting one  of  his  service  sons. 

An  exhibitor  for  33  years,  Anas  was  well 
known  in  the  trade.  His  sons  Tom  and 
George  have  been  in  uniform  for  several  years 
and  his  daughter  Billie  has  been  serving  as 
manager  for  his  theatres  at  Weirton  and 
Hollidays  Cove,  W.  Va. 

Anas  suffered  a slight  heart  attack  some 
time  ago  and  he  had  been  inactive  in  ex- 
hibition. 

He  had  grieved  for  a long  period  for  his 
nephew,  John  P.  Vournakis,  whom  he  had 
reared,  and  who  was  killed  in  air  combat 
in  the  Italian  theatre  of  war.  The  nephew 
was  one  of  his  theatre  managers. 

Host  to  Blue  Star  Brigade 
At  Dinner  in  Nanty-Glo 

NANTY-GLO,  PA. — Tom  Bello,  popular  ex- 
hibitor and  district  chairman  in  the  recent 
Sixth  War  Loan  campaign,  had  the  ladies  of 
the  Blue  Star  brigade  who  made  such  a 
successful  house-to-house  canvass  of  the 
area,  as  guests  of  his  committee  at  a Lions 
Club  dinner  served  in  the  Methodist  Church 
basement. 

Cambria  County  WFC  executives  were  pres- 
ent and  announcement  was  made  that  bond 
sales  at  Nanty-Glo  amounted  to  $204,325. 
Thirty-nine  meals  were  served  at  the 
church,  including  17  for  women  of  the  Blue 
Star  brigade.  Three  women  who  sold  the 
most  bonds  were  presented  passes  good  for 
three  months  at  the  Capitol  Theatre. 

All  Pittsburgh  Local  171 
Teams  Win  or  Lose  3 

PITTSBURGH — It  was  “three  or  no  count” 
last  week  in  the  IATSE  Local  171  bowling 
league,  as  all  teams  either  won  three  or  lost 
three  games.  The  second  place  Reels  dropped 


all  games  to  the 

E7s, 

the  latter 

copping 

the 

final  contest  by 

only 

two  pins. 

The  standings: 

Team — 

Won 

Lost 

Simplex  

29 

13 

Reels  

26 

16 

•:7s  

26 

16 

Century  

22 

20 

Shutters  

18 

24 

Cyclex  

17 

25 

Supers  

15 

27 

Pad  Rolls  

15 

27 
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AT  ALTEC’S  LABORATORY — Intent  upon  learning  about  new  electronic 
apparatus  is  this  group  of  Altec  district  managers,  engineers  and  technicians  in 
conference  at  the  laboratory  in  Hollywood. 

On  the  front  row,  left  to  right:  C.  S.  Perkins,  Lexington,  Mass.;  L.  J.  Hacking, 
Boston;  A.  J.  Rademacher,  Bert  Sanford  jr.,  and  L.  J.  Patton,  all  of  New  York. 

Back  row:  J.  K.  Hilliard,  chief  engineer,  Altec  Lansing  Corp.,  and  James  B. 
Lansing,  vice-president,  Altec  Lansing  Corp. 


Tub  Thumpers  Off 
To  Formal  Starl 

BOSTON  — With  the  charter  officially 
closed  January  22,  the  Tub  Thumpers  of 
America  was  officially  launched  with  due 
ceremony  this  week. 

Harry  Browning  was  affirmed  as  chief 
tub  thumper.  George  Carens,  columnist  on 
the  Boston  Traveler,  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent, or  assistant  chief  tub  thumper.  Mar- 
jorie Spriggs  of  the  U.S.  treasury  public  re- 
lations department  was  elected  swindler,  or 
treasurer,  and  A1  Fowler  of  20th-Fox  was 
endorsed  as  bill  poster,  or  secretary.  Dan 
Hickey,  Lowell,  of  the  Small  War  Plants 
Corp.,  was  chosen  clerk. 

Elected  members  of  the  board  of  directors 
were:  Col.  Walter  Brown,  army;  Fred  Knight, 
Eastern  Air  Lines:  Joe  Di  Pesa,  Loew’s  Thea- 
tres: Mary  Ann  Sullivan,  Boston  American; 
Eliot  Norton,  Boston  Post,  and  George  Lasker 
of  Station  WORL. 

Members  of  the  honorary  membership 
committee:  Art  Moger,  Joe  Di  Pesa,  Floyd 
Bell,  Fred  Knight  and  Eliot  Norton. 

It  was  voted  to  close  the  charter  at  101 
memberships  and  place  applications  for  ad- 
ditional membership  on  a waiting  list  to  be 
surveyed  by  a membership  committee,  or 
“blackball  trio,”  composed  of  Red  King,  Bern 
Bartzoff  and  Arnold  Van  Leer. 

Dan  Hickey  read  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws. 

Chief  Tub  Thumper  Browning  announced 
that  applications  had  been  received  from  15 
other  cities  seeking  to  establish  chapters  or 
“tubs.” 

Tickets  for  Hope  Show 
Sold  in  90  Minutes 

BOSTON — All  ticket  sale  records  were 
broken  at  the  Garden  last  week  when  the 
ducats  went  on  sale  for  the  Bob  Hope  show 
January  24.  Within  90  minutes  after  the 
windows  had  been  opened  every  one  of  the  «, 
more  than  17,000  seats  had  been  sold  and 
thousands  of  persons  were  turned  away, 
some  of  them  angry  and  sputtering  because 
they  had  failed  to  be  taken  care  of. 

The  entire  proceeds  of  the  show,  some- 
thing more  than  $30,000  will  be  given  to  the 
disabled  veterans,  and  will  be  handled 
through  the  local  Hearst  newspapers,  the 
Record,  American  and  Advertiser. 

Hope  himself  purchased  760  seats  to  be 
given  to  service  men  who  are  to  attend  as 
his  guests. 

Meyer  Agulnick,  50,  Dies; 

A Manager  at  Worcester 

WORCESTER — Meyer  Agulnick,  50,  man- 
ager of  the  Royal,  died  recently  at  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital  in  Boston.  He  suc- 
ceeded Gene  Costello  as  manager  a year  ago. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Jewish  War  Vet- 
erans. Burial  was  in  Leicester.  Phil  Loew, 
manager  of  the  Family,  also  an  E.  M.  Loew 
house,  is  doubling  at  the  Royal. 


Legion  Parley  February  3 

BOSTON — An  American  Legion’s  national 
commander’s  dinner-conference  will  be  held 
at  Hotel  Statler  February  3 with  members 
of  the  Lieut.  Vernon  A.  Macaulay  Theatrical 
Post  in  charge  of  the  arrangements.  Adju- 
tant Richard  Sullivan  is  handling  ticket  ar- 
rangements for  the  affair  which  is  expected 
to  attract  more  than  1,100  persons. 


Jack  Norton  to  Next  Chan  Film  : 

Jack  Norton  has  been  signed  for  the  next 
Charlie  Chan  film. 


First  Loew  Poli  Meeting 
In  Months  Is  Held 

NEW  HAVEN — The  first  Loew  Poli  man- 
agers meeting  held  in  many  months  because 
of  wartime  restrictions  on  gasoline  and 
travel  was  called  by  Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew 
Poli  division  manager,  last  week  with  man- 
agers from  Bridgeport,  Waterbury,  Meriden, 
Hartford,  Norwich,  Springfield,  Worcester 
and  local  houses.  Wives  of  the  managers 
joined  the  party  at  dinner  at  the  Chi  Psi 
lodge. 

Among  the  subjects  discussed  were  new 
season  product,  conservation  of  fuel,  March 
of  Dimes.  Bert  Mackenzie  of  Metro  discussed 
such  pictures  due  on  the  circuit  as  “Na- 
tional Velvet,”  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,” 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  “Hangover  Square,” 
“Song  to  Remember,”  “Tonight  and  Every 
Night”  and  “Woman  in  the  Window.” 

Hartford  Musicians  Mark 
Union's  Anniversary 

HARTFORD  — The  40th  anniversary  of 
Local  400,  AFM,  was  celebrated  January  15, 
with  a banquet  at  the  Hotel  Bond.  Joseph 
M.  Tone,  labor  consultant  for  the  U.S.  de- 
partment of  labor,  was  guest  speaker.  James 
C.  Petrillo,  president  of  the  AFM,  presented 
a bouquet  to  the  local.  The  floor  show  was 
staged  by  Gordon’s  entertainment  bureau. 
President  Henry  Zaccardi  summarized  the 
history  of  the  local  musician’s  union  and 
pointed  out  that  86  of  its  members  are  in  the 
armed  services.  One  member  has  died  in  the 
war,  he  said. 


Two  Race  Track  Measures 

CONCORD,  N.  H. — Two  race  track  meas- 
ures, one  of  which  is  said  to  be  pretty  certain 
to  arouse  controversy,  have  been  introduced 
in  the  legislature  here.  A bill  sponsored  by 
Rep.  George  L.  Myhaver  of  Peterborough  pro- 
poses a biennial  statewide  referendum  on  the 
question  whether  pari-mutuel  betting  should 
be  continued.  The  other  measure,  filed  by 
Rep.  Roscoe  J.  Oakes  of  Landaff,  would  au- 
thorize extension  of  the  franchise  of  Rock- 
ingham Park  in  Salem  for  another  four 
years,  or  until  1950. 


Form  Radio  Corporation 

STAMFORD,  CONN.— The  Western  Con- 
necticut Broadcasting  Co.  has  filed  certifi- 
cate of  incorporation  with  the  secretary  of 
state  at  Hartford,  naming  Kingsley  Gillespie, 
Edna  Gillespie  and  Warren  F.  Cressy,  all  of 
Stamford,  as  incorporators. 


"Heights"  Surprises 
And  Gets  Extra  Run 

BOSTON — “Wuthering  Heights”  was  held 
over  at  the  Majestic  after  it  surpassed  all 
grossing  expectations.  “The  Thin  Man  Goes 
Home”  replaced  “Tokyo”  at  the  State  and 
the  grosses  were  high  as  is  always  expected 
from  the  Thin  Man  pictures.  One  of  the 
most  publicized  and  best  business-getters  was 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  at  the  Metropolitan. 

Detail  for  week  ending  January  25: 

(Average  is  100) 

Boston — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ),  plus  stage 


show  120 

Majestic — Wuthering  Heights  (UA) 125 

Memorial — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 125 

Metropolitan — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 130 

Paramount — Ministry  ol  Fear  (Para);  Man  in 

Half  Moon  (Para)  125 

State  and  Orpheum — Thin  Man  Goes  Home 

(M-G-M);  Dancing  in  Manhattan  (Gol) ..125 


Murder  Pays  Off  in  Big  Grosses 
At  Three  Hartford  Boxoffices 

HARTFORD — Psychological  murders  along 
the  main  stem  brought  in  the  cash  at  theatre 
boxoffices  last  week  with  “Guest  in  the 
House,”  “Ministry  of  Fear”  and  “Woman  in 
the  Window.”  For  a fourth  week,  “Holly- 
wood Canteen”  was  still  packing  ’em  in  at 
the  Regal  and  “Winged  Victory”  held  for  a 
second  week  at  Fred  Greenway’s  Loew’s 
Palace. 


Allyr, — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para);  The  Man  in 

Half  Moon  Street  (Para) 140 

Dow's — Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (Rep);  A Man 

Betrayed  (Rep);  on  stage,  Charlie  Williams 85 

E.  M.  Loew's — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ); 

Destiny  (Univ)  ...140 

Palace — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 135 

Poli — Guest  in  the  House  (UA);  Blonde  Fever 

(M-G-M)  150 

Regal — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  4th  wk 125 

State — Rogues  Gallery  (Mono);  on  stage,  Barry 

Wood,  Patsy  Kelly,  Bob  Strong  and  band ..115 

S’trand — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO);  Big 
Show-Off  (Rep)  145 


"Winged  Victory"  Is  Held  Over 
After  Big  New  Haven  Week 

NEW  HAVEN— “Winged  Victory”  took  a 
flying  lead  in  downtown  business  and  moved 
from  the  Poli  to  the  College  for  a second 
week.  At  the  College,  third  week  of  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  kept  up  to  average 
business.  Other  business  was  about  average, 
in  spite  of  bad  weather. 


Bijou — Enemy  of  Women  (Mono);  Nearly 

Eighteen  (Mono)  100 

College — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 100 

Loew's  Poli — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 125 

Paramount — Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para) 95 

Roger  Sherman — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO); 

Days  of  Glory  (RKO) 95 
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Arthur  Wilson,  67,  doorman  at  the  Colonial 
for  the  past  six  months,  died  January  15 
. . . Fred  and  Ann  Card,  Hollywood  film 
comedians  who  appeared  at  a convention  at 
the  Hotel  Bond  last  week,  got  a special  wel- 
come from  service  men  in  the  audience  who 
had  seen  them  overseas  recently  with  a USO- 
Camp  Show  . . . Hartford’s  own  Elyse  Knox 
was  given  a tiny  football  outfit  by  her  hus- 
band, Lieut.  Tom  Harmon,  at  her  baby 
shower  in  Hollywood. 

Manager  Tom  Grace,  Eastwood,  set  up  a 
public  address  system  under  the  marquee  of 
his  theatre,  plus  a supply  of  more  than  20 
popular  records,  on  behalf  of  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign  in  his  territory.  Volunteer 
high  school  students  of  the  area  are  manning 
the  March  of  Dimes  booth  at  the  theatre 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Robert  Hendrick 
who  recently  was  crowned  king  of  East  Hart- 
ford in  the  theatre’s  Sixth  War  Loan  cam- 
paign. Civic  officials  have  extended  praise  to 
manager  Tom  Grace  for  the  outstanding 
manner  in  which  he  has  been  lining  up  the 
cooperation  of  the  teen-agers  in  East  Hart- 
ford for  the  war  effort. 

Rudy  Rand  is  new  at  Sam  Scheckter’s  Co- 
lonial . . . Scheckter  also  reports  that  new 
film  cabinets  have  been  installed  in  his  pro- 
jection booth  . . . Mail  was  received  last  week 
by  the  Loew  Palace  gang  from  Larry  Kent, 
former  assistant  manager,  now  living  in 
Houston,  Tex.  . . . Manager  Lou  Cohen  has 
landed  the  exclusive  use  of  Kresge  front 
windows  for  one  month  for  Loew's  Poli  film 
exploitations  . . . Word  was  received  here 
of  the  recent  death  of  Norman  Peel,  68,  in 
Los  Angeles.  He  served  as  Metro  exploitation 
manager  under  W.  R.  Ferguson  in  the  New 
England  area  for  15  years  prior  to  his  western 
transfer. 

Marilyn  Landers,  daughter  of  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s  city  manager  here,  was  a soloist  last 
week  before  the  West  Hartford  Art  League 
. . . Sgt.  Sidney  Gans,  former  Columbia  pub- 
licist from  the  New  York  office  and  well 
known  in  this  territory,  now  is  serving  with 
the  army  public  relations  office  in  France. 

Presentation  of  $150  in  war  bonds  was 
made  to  Lou  Brown,  Loew’s  publicity  director 
for  New  England,  and  Lou  Cohen,  Loew’s 
Poli  manager,  Hartford,  by  Bert  MacKenzie, 
Boston  exchange,  and  Morey  Goldstein,  New 
Haven  Metro  exchange,  for  their  exploitation 
campaign  mapped  out  on  “An  American  Ro- 
mance.” They  placed  second  in  the  national 
contest  of  the  Metro  exchanges  and  have  won 
plaudits  of  executives  in  this  territory  also 
. . . Prices  for  the  “early  bird”  show  at  Har- 
ris Bros.’  State  have  been  switched  to  25 
cents  and  matinee  prices  have  been  cut  to 
36  cents. 


KATINA  PAXINOU  — The  Pilar  in 
“For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  examines  the 
Paramount  press  sheet  at  a midnight 
screening  of  the  picture  in  the  Boston  ex- 
change projection  room.  Others  in  the 
group  are  her  friends.  The  picture  is  to 
be  released  February  16. 


in  from  New  Haven  to  make  selling  rounds 
. . . Pvt.  Louis  Turner,  former  Princess  pro- 
jectionist, phoned  the  theatre  gang  from 
South  Carolina  last  week  . . . Jewel  Bloom- 
berg, Princess  usherette,  was  rushed  to  St. 
Francis  Hospital  for  an  emergency  appendec- 
tomy. Her  condition  is  reported  good  . . . 
Mrs.  Norman  Rolfe,  Webb  Playhouse,  is  shop- 
ping for  a valentine  for  her  husband,  Cor- 
poral Rolfe.  stationed  with  the  air  corps 
in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Theatre  men  mourned  the  death  of  Sen. 
Francis  Maloney  here  . . . Maurice  Schulman, 
Rivoli  and  Webster  owner,  attended  to  book- 
ings in  New  Haven  . . . Martin  Kelleher, 
Princess,  reports  the  installation  of  a new 
stage  setting  of  sheet  rock  at  his  theatre  . . . 
Joseph  M.  Chernoff  has  purchased  real  estate 
at  205-213  Main  St.  for  a postwar  theatre 
site  here  . . . E.  M.  Loew,  owner,  and  Max 
Finn,  general  manager  for  E.  M.  Loew’s  cir- 
cuit in  New  England,  were  in  Hartford  last 
weekend  for  conference  with  City  Manager 
George  Landers  . . . Sgt.  Hollis  Sweeney,  for- 
merly student  assistant  manager,  Loew’s 
Poli,  has  returned  home  for  a 30-day  fur- 
lough after  three  years  in  New  Caledonia 
and  the  South  Pacific  . . . Swedish  films 
were  presented  at  the  Avery  last  weekend 
with  good  reception  reported  . . . City  Plan 
Commissioner  Herb  Gibson  is  writing  a play, 
“Polysseus  at  the  Pump,”  which  Loew’s  Poli 
manager  Lou  Cohen  is  helping  to  market. 
“We’re  having  a bit  of  hero  trouble  just 
now!”  Lou  reports. 


planned  by  Charlie  Yates  of  Frederick  Bros. 

. . . Val  Arms,  formerly  staff  theatrical 
caricaturist  for  the  Hartford  Times  and  de- 
signer of  lobby  decorations  in  several  the- 
atres in  this  area,  has  signed  with  David 
Quirk,  theatrical  writer  on  the  New  York 
Daily  News,  to  collaborate  on  a new  syndi- 
cated newspaper  feature  dealing  with  the 
theatre,  politics,  Hollywood  and  similar  mat- 
ters of  interest.  Quirk  will  write  the  text 
and  Arms  will  draw  the  caricatures. 

Mary  Pickford  national  chairman  of  the 
women’s  division  of  the  national  foundation 
for  infantile  paralysis,  who  was  scheduled  to 
appear  in  Hartford  on  January  16  on  behalf 
of  the  Mile  of  Dimes  campaign,  became  ill  in 
New  York  and  her  schedule  here  was  can- 
celed. 

Chick  Pontillo,  who  has  served  as  master 
of  ceremonies  for  talent  shows  at  veterans’ 
hospitals  and  other  service  men’s  assembly 
points  throughout  Connecticut,  was  installed 
as  president  of  the  Vaudeville  Artists’  Ass’n 
of  Connecticut  January  14  at  a dance  and 
entertainment  held  at  the  Lithuanian-Amer- 
ican  Hall  here.  Other  officers  chosen  were 
Eve  Benoit,  first  vice-president;  Toni  Par- 
sons, second  vice-president,  and  Joseph  An- 
grisani,  secretary-treasurer. 

Henry  Needles,  local  chairman  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  Red  Cross  week  for 
1945,  said  the  drive  will  start  March  15.  He 
said  I.  J.  Hoffman  of  New  Haven  is  Con- 
necticut state  chairman  and  that  S.  Pinanski 
and  Nathan  Yamins  of  Boston  are  Massa- 
chusetts state  chairmen. 


Lob  Lee  Incorporates 

NEW  HAVEN— Lob  Lee  Theatres,  Inc., 
operator  of  the  Music  Box,  New  Britain, 
have  filed  certificate  of  incorporation  with 
the  secretary  of  state,  naming  Oscar  A.  Levy 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  as  president;  Bernard 
W.  Levy,  New  Haven,  treasurer,  and  Lewis  S. 
Ginsburg,  New  Haven,  secretary. 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 

Tn  a recent  address  before  the  Dover  Ki- 

wanis  Club,  City  Marshal  Andrew  H.  Mc- 
Daniel suggested  that  Friday  night  dances 
be  inaugurated  for  teen-agers  in  that  city. 
“If  we  don’t  run  dances  for  them,”  the  police 
head  said,  “they  are  going  out  of  town  to 
attend  public  dances.” 

Mrs.  Kathleen  R.  Martell,  well  known 
throughout  New  England  as  a concert  pi- 
anist, is  dead  in  Manchester  . . . Several 
heavy  snowstorms  have  joined  the  gasoline 
and  tire  situation  as  a barrier  to  film  at- 
tendance in  New  Hampshire  cities  by  people 
in  the  rural  areas. 


The  trade  extended  condolences  to  Repre- 
sentative James  Hammond  on  the  death  of 
hisAvife,  66,  who  was  internationally  known 
on  the  stage  as  Clara  Turner.  She  died  in 
her  sleep  January  19,  at  the  Hotel  Bond 
where  they  had  been  staying  during  the  legis- 
lative session  here.  Hammond  was  Clara 
Turner’s  leading  man  during  the  days  of  the 
10-20-30  shows  before  he  turned  to  politics 
. . . Local  singer,  Tommy  Mann,  made  his 
debut  at  the  Carberry  Theatre,  Bristol,  and 
Mickey  Vine  tried  the  spotlight  at  the  Loew’s 
Palace  vaudeville  stage  show  in  Meriden  this 
week  . . . Manager  Ted  Tuttle,  Astor,  reports 
his  theatre  front  is  being  repainted  in  gold 
. . . Isobel  Jacobs,  Colonial  cashier,  is  switch- 
ing to  part-time  work  and  Betty  Miller,  for- 
merly of  the  Allyn  Theatre,  will  handle  relief. 

Albert  Fazzio  is  new  on  the  Strand  staff 
. . . Billy  Benson,  Universal;  George  Walsh, 
Paramount,  and  Barney  Pitkin,  RKO,  came 


Rebecca  Finn,  daughter  of  Max  Finn,  gen- 
eral manager  for  E.  M.  Loew’s  circuit,  will 
be  guest  soloist  January  31,  at  the  Bushnell 
Memorial  with  Erno  Rapee  and  his  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  orchestra. 

Hartford’s  Ann  Corio  starts  an  extended 
vaudeville  tour  January  26  at  the  Downtown 
Theatre,  Chicago.  She  has  spent  $7,500  on  a 
wardrobe  designed  by  Billy  Livingston  and 
the  team  of  Doris  Fisher  and  Allan  Roberts 
is  penning  the  routine.  Her  tour  is  being 
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Mrs.  Alma  Cote,  former  matron  for  the 
State  Operating  Co.,  which  owns  several 
Manchester  theatres,  is  now  matron  at  the 
Manchester  House,  new  hotel  in  the  Queen 
City  . . . Concord  more  than  doubled  its 
Sixth  War  Loan  drive  quota  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Frank  K.  Eldridge,  manager  of 
the  Capitol  Theatre,  who  reported  sales  of 
$7,168,000. 

Melvin  Morrison,  manager  of  the  Strand 
in  Dover,  has  been  named  as  a two-year 
member  of  the  executive  board  of  directors  of 
the  Dover  Gridiron  Club  . . . The  Palace  in 
Manchester  started  auditions  for  amateur 
show  talent  January  20. 

A brief  holdover  was  announced  for  “Holly- 
wood Canteen”  at  the  State  in  Manchester 
...  “A  Story  to  Tell  the  Nations,”  a film 
which  depicts  activities  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  was  shown  at  recent  church  gather- 
ings in  Raymond. 
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War  Toll  Strikes 
Hub  Filmile  Homes 

BOSTON — Killed  in  action  were  Pvt.  John 
Joseph  William  Smith,  son  of  Harry  Smith, 
RKO,  and  John  Cowboy,  a familiar  figure  in 
the  film  district  here,  employed  by  Deckers 
Film  Transportation.  Smith  was  killed  in 
Germany  while  Cowboy  was  slain  in  France. 

Brownout  a Severe  Jolt 
To  Newsreel  Theatres 

BOSTON  — The  orders  for  a brownout 
have  caused  consternation  among  some  of 
the  newsreel  theatres,  because  for  them  it 
will  mean  entirely  blacking  their  electric 
news  ribbons  such  as  now  operates  in  South 
Station  and  is  contemplated  on  Washington 
Street  for  the  Old  South  Theatre.  The 
Herald  Traveler,  which  supplies  the  service, 
is  now  consulting  with  government  officials 
to  determine  what  can  be  done  in  their  case. 
The  Herald  Traveler  also  had  been  contem- 
plating an  arrangement  with  Old  South 
whereby  its  electric  tape  would  be  shown 
outside  that  theatre  day  and  night. 


Placed  on  Probation 

WORCESTER— Wilfred  R.  Gravel,  South- 
bridge  lawyer,  pleaded  no  contest  to  two  in- 
dictments alleging  misapplication  of  funds  of 
the  People’s  National  Bank  in  Southbridge, 
and  was  placed  on  probation  for  a year  by 
Judge  Charles  E.  Wyzanski  jr.,  in  U.S.  district 
court.  The  case  was  an  outgrowth  of  the 
building  of  the  Greendale  Theatre  here  in 
which  several  other  persons  already  have 
been  before  the  court. 


SPRINGFIELD 


TCosalind  Hasbrouck  of  the  Hartford  Times 
editorial  staff  and  Ensign  W.  Harley 
Rudkin,  former  theatre  editor  of  the  Spring- 
field  Daily  News,  and  now  in  the  merchant 
marine,  were  married  at  St.  Thomas  Episco- 
pal Church  in  New  York  . . . Nathan  E. 
Goldstein,  president  of  Western  Massachu- 
setts Theatres,  Inc.,  returned  to  Springfield 
after  a business  trip  to  New  York  last  week 
. . . Nick  Fierro,  former  assistant  manager 
of  the  Art  here,  is  heading  for  marine  train- 
ing at  Parris  Island,  S.  C. 

Manager  Sam  Scheckter,  Colonial,  Hart- 
ford, was  in  town  on  his  day  off  and  at- 
tended a show  with  wife  Fran  and  visited 
with  Manager  Andy  Sette,  Capitol;  Lou 
Brown,  publicity  chief  for  Loew’s  Poli  Thea- 
tres in  New  England  who  recently  suffered  a 
severe  ankle  sprain  on  a slippery  sidewalk 
outside  his  home  in  New  Haven,  is  wearing 
a cast  but  hobbled  into  town  for  exploita- 
tion rounds. 

The  Majestic,  West  Springfield,  booked  a 
revival  of  “The  Good  Old  Days”  with  at- 
tention-getting ads  in  the  Springfield  Union 
which  stressed  “5,347%  feet  of  tears,  jeers, 
and  jerks”  and  “take  the  nearest  horse  car 
to  the  Majestic.” 

New  “brown-out”  regulations  slated  to  go 
into  effect  in  the  Springfield  area  will  affect 
theatre  signs,  billboards,  and  any  sort  of  dis- 
play advertising  which  calls  for  the  use  of 
electricity.  It  is  probable  that  although  these 
rulings  will  only  affect  exteriors  at  first,  in- 
teriors, such  as  theatre  lobbies,  department 
store  show  cases,  later  will  be  included. 


To  Topline  in  “The  Yearling" 

Gregory  Peck  is  set  to  topline  in  Metro’s 
“The  Yearling.” 


BOSTON 


IJarry  Bergson,  formerly  with  the  Theatre 
,n  Candy  Co.,  is  a private  in  the  army  in 
Panama  . . . Stanley  Farrington,  former 
Monogram  booker,  is  now  with  Affiliated 
Theatres.  Jack  Isrelson  has  succeeded  him 
at  Monogram  . . . Steve  Broidy,  Monogram 
sales  chief,  was  at  the  local  exchange  sev- 
eral days. 

Phil  Engel  left  for  Buffalo,  saying  he  was 
taking  his  snow  shoes  . . . Columbia’s  “Song 
to  Remember  will  open  here  January  25  at 
the  same  time  it  bows  at  Radio  City  in  New 
York  . . . Mrs.  Dinni  Shay  of  the  Shay 
Theatre  in  Turner  Falls,  Mass.,  is  rejoicing 
over  the  return  of  her  son  who  has  been  in 
the  South  Pacific  for  the  last  three  years. 

Herb  Brown  of  the  Victoria  Theatre  in 
Greenfield,  Mass.,  will  be  home  for  a 30-day 
leave  from  the  navy  . . . The  annual  dinner 
and  election  of  the  Motion  Picture  Sales- 
men’s Club  will  be  held  at  the  Club  Mayfair 
February  18  . . . The  State  Theatre  in  Lowell 
closed  recently.  It  combined  vaudeville  and 
pictures. 

Tom  McNulty  of  Marblehead’s  Warwick 
Theatre  lost  his  son,  who  was  killed  in  action 
after  completing  50  missions  in  the  European 
war  . . . Bill  Powell  of  the  Capitol  in  Pitts- 
field reported  bond  sales  of  $180,000  at  a 
bond  show  in  which  the  high  school  band, 
a Wac  director  and  a marine  veteran  took 
part  . . . Catherine  Ferrick  and  Ruth  Cum- 
mings of  M-G-M  here  sang  at  a Rotary  Club 
dinner  at  the  Hotel  Sheraton  . . . Jean  Harris 
of  New  York  home  office  visited  the  M-G-M 
exchange  to  do  some  special  work. 

Dominic  Turturro  of  the  Elms  in  Milbury 
and  Mrs.  Stoughton  of  Fryburg,  Me.,  were 
Filmrow  visitors  . . . The  Copley  Square 
Hotel  here  will  be  sold  at  auction  . . . The 
Film  Office  Workers  Union  purchased  tick- 
ets to  the  Bop  Hope  show  to  be  given  in  the 
Garden  for  the  benefit  of  the  veterans  for 
all  its  members. 

Thomas  Driscol,  brother  of  Booker  Frances 
Driscol  of  M-G-M,  will  be  home  on  furlough 
around  Easter,  according  to  a letter  received 
recently.  2He  has  been  overseas  for  three 
years  and  is  now  with  the  air  transport  com- 
mand in  India  . . . Paul  Kessler,  Suffolk, 
Holyoke,  is  now  a staff  sergeant  at  the  Rich- 
mond air  base  . . . A1  Daytz,  Rhode  Island 
salesman  for  Warners,  is  confined  at  the 
Beth  Israel  Hosital  where  he  was  operated 
on  to  relieve  an  injured  knee.  He  suffered 
the  injury  during  a handball  contest  with 
A!  Gould,  Providence  exhibitor. 

Jimmy  Dorsey,  who  appears  in  “Hollywood 
Canteen,”  visited  the  Warner  exchange  . . . 
The  clearance  claim  filed  against  Vitagraph 
by  the  LGM  Memorial,  Lowell,  was  with- 
drawn when  all  parties  concerned  signed  a 
stipulation  . . . Claude  E.  Frederick,  manager 
of  the  Garden  in  Greenfield,  died  in  his 
office. 

Sgt.  Dick  Silver,  son  of  Nat  Silver,  manager 
of  the  Strand  in  Lowell,  was  on  the  Gold 
Coast  of  Africa  recently,  according  to  a letter 
. . . The  nephew  of  Nat  Silver,  Lieut.  Robert 
F.  Mulvey,  is  in  a German  prison  camp. 
Mulvey  had  been  reported  missing  since  early 
in  June  . . . Gerald  Barry  succeeds  Anthony 
Alves  at  the  Merrimack  Square  in  Lowell. 

Bob  Stevens,  Paramount,  is  coming  home 
with  a bride  after  35  months  in  the  South 
Pacific.  The  veteran  of  14  years  service  at 
Paramount  here  married  an  Australian  girl. 
The  couple  is  expected  here  sometime  in  July 
. . . Frank  Dunbar,  ex-Paramount,  is  attend- 
ing a range-finding  school  in  Fort  Lauderdale, 


Fla.  He  is  a nephew  of  Martha  Ferris  of  the 
Film  Board  of  Trade  . . . Abe  Barry  of  Co- 
lumbia was  taking  a vacation. 

Aubert  J.  Fay,  the  president-treasurer  of 
Father  John’s  Medicine  Co.,  who  had  built 
many  theatres  in  Massachusetts,  died  in 
Miami  Christmas  Day  . . . Stanley  Ormsby, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Park  in  Worcester, 
has  resigned  . . . Lieut.  Herbert  Bloom  was 
a Filmrow  visitor. 

With  several  persons  off  ill  and  the  annoy- 
ance of  remodelers  racket,  the  Universal  of- 
fice crew  had  a hard  week  . . . The  Tub 
Thumpers  held  their  first  regular  dinner  and 
business  meeting  at  the  Parker  House  . . . 
Harry  Browning,  chief  tub  thumper,  presided 
and  Bill  Cunningham  spoke. 

Commander  Dobkin  of  the  Legion’s  the- 
atrical post  reports  that  decks  of  playing 
cards  were  delivered  to  Cushing  General 
Hospital,  Framingham;  Lovell  General  Hos- 
pital, Ft.  Devens,  and  Veterans  Hospital,  West 
Roxbury.  Also,  over  200  magazines,  mystery 
stories  and  books  were  sent  to  the  Cushing 
General  and  the  Marine  hospitals.  All  the 
playing  cards  from  Harry  Germaine. 

Tiny  Russo  and  Helen  Fitzgerald  of  Nestle’s 
Spa  thank  all  their  friends  who  so  generously 
contributed  to  the  Christmas  fund  and  ex- 
tend the  New  Year’s  greetings  to  their  pa- 
trons . . . Lou  Smith  of  the  Loew’s  Orpheum 
disposed  of  over  $450,000  in  war  bonds  at  a 
recent  big  Hadassah  meeting  with  full  credit 
going  to  the  Orpheum. 

Ted  Fleisher  of  Interstate  circuit,  booker, 
suggests  a turtle  race  along  Church  St.,  to  be 
staged  daily  at  2 p.  m.  to  compensate  for  the 
race  track  closings  . . . Art  Moger,  publicist 
for  Warner  Bros.,  secured  an  endorsement  of 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  by  Maurice  Tobin.  The 
picture  was  showing  at  the  Metropolitan.  In 
every  New  England  town  the  picture  plays 
each  mayor  will  be  asked  for  his  endorse- 
ment of  the  picture. 

Paul  Levi,  Metropolitan  publicist,  has 
moved  to  60  Scollay  to  take  over  the  duties 
of  M&P  chief  publicist  while  Harry  Brown- 
ing serves  as  national  publicist  for  the  Sev- 
enth War  Loan  drive  . . . Leonard  Feldman, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Rivoli,  will  be  mar- 
ried February  21. 

Ellen  Rilley,  head  of  the  Warner  poster  de- 
partment, will  marry  Jack  Daley  of  the 
army  . . . The  State  in  Taunton  has  been 
purchased  by  the  M&P  Theatre  Corp.  . . . 
Manager  Fahey  of  the  Strand  in  Manchester, 
N.  H.,  reports  that  the  grosses  on  “The  Very 
Thought  of  You”  and  “Hollywood  Canteen" 
were  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  theatre 
. . . Ziggie  Cohen,  well  known  in  the  film 
district,  has  accepted  a position  with  a liquor 
firm  here. 


Would  End  "Scalping" 

BOSTON — Two  bills  have  been  introduced 
in  the  Massachusetts  state  senate  seeking  to 
destroy  ticket  speculators.  Bills  366  and  377 
will  come  up  for  hearing  soon.  One  would 
provide  that  no  ticket  shall  be  sold  for  a price 
greater  than  that  printed  upon  the  ticket. 
The  other  would  place  a heavy  penalty  upon 
any  agency  or  individual  charging  more  than 
the  legal  premium  permitted  for  the  dis- 
posal of  tickets  through  recognized  agencies. 


Topline  in  “Captain  Kidd" 

Randolph  Scott  is  set  for  a topline  in 
United  Artists’  “Captain  Kidd”  with  Barbara 
Britton  playing  the  femme  lead. 
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After  a few  weeks  during  which  Sid  Swir- 
**  sky  and  the  office  staff  carried  on  with- 
out a boss  in  fine  fashion,  Ray  Wylie  has 
assumed  the  managership  of  United  Artists 
here  . . . Wylie  was  salesman  for  UA  in  St. 
Louis  and  Buffalo  . . . Bill  Shartin,  former 
manager  here,  is  all  set  in  Pittsburgh  now. 
Wylie,  Swirsky  and  Sherman  Germaine, 
booker,  left  Thursday  for  a sales  meeting  in 
Boston  and  James  Winn,  Boston  district  man- 
ager of  UA,  accompanied  them  on  the  return 
trip  to  New  Haven  for  a few  days’  visit  . . . 
The  State,  Springdale,  operated  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Vuono  of  Stamford,  is  number  17  on  the  list 
of  Amalgamated  Theatres. 

Fine  comments  were  made  on  “They  Shall 
Have  Faith,”  screened  by  Harry  LaVine  at  the 
Fox  projection  room  . . . Ted  Jacocks,  popu- 
lar Branford  exhibitor  and  representative  in 
the  state  legislature,  entertained  the  exchange 
managers,  Maj.  Sam  Rosen,  Max  Hoffman 
and  others  at  a roast  beef  supper,  reported  to 
be  tops.  When  the  boys  got  through  Ted 
didn’t  even  have  a sandwich  left  of  that  35- 
pound  hunk  of  steer. 

Martin  Kelleher  is  starting  a 74-week 
Adolph  Johnson  china  deal  in  February  . . . 
The  20th-Fox  bowling  club  is  bringing  out  a 
lot  of  unsuspected  athletes  these  Monday 
nights.  Meetings  are  at  the  Whitney-Grove 
alleys  and  the  gang  is  challenging  all  comers. 

Colonel  Reeves,  transport  command  officer 
at  Yale,  expressed  his  appreciation  to  Harry 
Shaw  before  the  unit  vacated  New  Haven 
for  many  courtesies,  including  special  screen- 
ings of  training  films  for  the  cadets  when 
necessary.  Shaw  also  heard  from  Capt.  Glenn 
Miller,  formerly  at  Yale,  the  day  before  he 
was  reported  missing  in  action. 

Mrs.  Annette  Alexander,  substituting  at  the 
Jodoin,  Baltic,  was  on  Meadow  St.  with  word 
that  her  brother,  Donat  Blaine,  former  opera- 
tor of  the  theatre,  is  in  New  Guinea  . . . 
Stanley  Redmond,  who  took  over  the  Allyn, 
Hartford,  when  Capt.  Walter  Lloyd  went  to 
war  three  years  ago,  now  is  manager  for  M&P 
at  the  Merrimac,  Lowell  . . . Danny  Cum- 
mings, honorably  discharged  from  the  navy, 
is  now  back  as  stage  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount . . . John  Grinold,  formerly  at  the 
Paramount,  is  now  stagehand  at  the  Shubert 
. . . Matt  Kennedy,  business  agent  of  opera- 
tors’ local,  formerly  at  the  College,  is  Para- 
mount operator,  together  with  Morris 
Moriarty,  president  of  the  union. 

Jack  Quinn,  of  stage,  screen  and  circus  ex- 
perience, now  has  ballet  studios  in  the  Poli 
Bldg.  . . . Lieut.  Angelo  Tomasino  of  the 
White  Way,  broadcast  from  England  with  the 
service  men’s  glee  club  he  conducts  . . . Sgt. 
Bill  Cummins,  former  booker  at  Warners,  is 
now  with  an  engineers  outfit  in  England  . . . 
Pvt.  Frank  Covino,  formerly  of  the  Majestic, 
Bridgeport,  has  captured  a Jap  flag  in  the 
Dutch  East  Indies  . . . Cpl.  Fred  Calava, 
former  chief  usher  at  the  Poli,  Springfield, 
finds  the  sacred  cow  a fascinating  subject 
for  description  from  India. 

Sam  Shubof,  temporarily  managing  the 
College  here,  is  a native  son  and  ushered 
for  the  Fox  organization  at  the  Poli  in  1928. 
He  later  was  house  manager  under  Harry 
Arthur  at  the  Capitol,  Hartford.  Later  he 
worked  for  other  outfits  in  the  west. 

Nearly  every  office  has  been  affected  by 
ailments  ranging  from  colds  and  sinus  in- 
fections to  laryngitis  and  strep  throats  . . . 
Charlotte  Hitzer,  secretary  to  Harry  Shaw, 
and  Jim  Memery,  Poli  artist,  were  among 
many  stricken  . . . Mary  Pickford’s  illness 
and  inability  to  make  her  scheduled  appear- 
ances in  New  Haven  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
was  a keen  disappointment  . . . Arthur  M. 


Lee  of  Loew’s  real  estate  department  was 
in  from  New  York  . . . Maurice  H.  Bailey  of 
the  Bailey  circuit,  New  Haven,  is  a com- 
mander in  the  current  building  fund  cam- 
paign for  the  Jewish  home  for  the  aged. 

Maude  Carroll,  formerly  of  Warner  The- 
atres office  and  now  Mrs.  A1  Kane,  wife  of 
the  Paramount  Boston  district  manager,  vis- 
ited in  New  Haven  after  returning  from  her 
Canadian  wedding  trip  ...  It  is  rumored 
that  the  Black  Rock,  Bridgeport,  is  changing 
hands  . . . Natalie  Sternberg  Machol  visited 
her  former  associates  on  the  Metro  staff. 

The  Variety  Club  here  seems  to  be  out  for 
the  duration  . . . Tim  O'Toole,  Columbia 
manager,  was  in  New  York  for  meeting  and 
to  see  Music  Hall  showing  of  “Song  to  Re- 
member” which  opens  at  the  Poli  February  8 
. . . Jules  Reif,  Columbia  home  office  audi- 
tor, was  in  town. 


Fishman's  Heroic  Son 
Is  Killed  in  Action 


NEW  HAVEN  — News  that  Sgt.  Stanley 
Fishman,  19,  was  killed  in  action  in  Luxem- 
burg on  January  4,  has 
been  received  by  his 
father,  Selig  Fishman, 
senior  member  of  the 
Fishman  Theatres  cir- 
cuit here. 

Sergeant  Fishman 
was  a graduate  of 
Hillhouse  High  School, 
New  Haven,  in  1943. 
He  enlisted  in  the 
army  June,  1943.  He 
was  chosen  for  the 
ASTP  program  and 
stationed  at  the  Uni- 
sgt.  fishman  versity  of  Maine  until 
the  program  was  disbanded.  Later  he  was 
trained  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  sent  over- 
seas in  September,  1944. 

Last  month  he  was  awarded  the  Silver 
Star  in  France,  when  he  rescued  his  woundea 
commanding  officer  by  placing  him  on  his 
back  and  crawling  to  the  rear  lines  under 
fire.  Sergeant  Fishman  was  an  only  son  and 
is  survived  by  his  parents  and  five  sisters. 


NEW  BRITAIN 


A 1 Montefalco,  former  manager  of  the  Roxy 
here,  now  known  as  the  Music  Box,  re- 
cently was  appointed  manager  of  the  Car- 
rol Theatre,  Waterbury,  by  Circuit  Owner  J. 
Roger  Mahan.  Jim  Batts  has  resigned  . . . 
Joe  Miklos,  Palace,  Norwich,  booked  in  a re- 
vival of  “Sign  of  the  Cross”  . . . Joe  Di- 
Lorenzo,  Plainfield  manager,  Plainfield,  came 
to  Daly  circuit  headquarters  in  Hartford  via 
snow  shoes. 

Moris  Keppner,  Glastonbury  manager,  is 
operating  a kiddie  sport  shop  in  Hartford 
but  still  has  his  heart  in  the  theatre  which 
he  operates  on  evenings  and  weekends  . . . 
Pvt.  Harry  A.  Mara,  formerly  assistant  man- 
ager, Jacques,  Waterbury,  checks  in  from 
the  Dutch  East  Indies  these  days  via  V-mail 
and  sends  regards  to  all  in  this  territory. 

Pete  Perakos,  owner  of  the  Palace  Theatre, 
went  to  New  Haven  on  a booking  trip  . . . 
Pat  McMahon,  State,  played  a revival  of  Bob 
Hope  in  “Nothing  But  the  Truth,”  tying  in 
with  current  Bob  Hope  publicity  . . . Birth- 
day congratulations  to  Mrs.  Fred  Quatrano, 
wife  of  the  Lido  manager,  Waterbury. 

Manager  Ed  Fitzpatrick,  Loew’s  Poli,  re- 
ported good  progress  on  his  lobby  alterations 
. . . The  trade  in  Torrington  is  planning  a 
preinduction  party  for  Ernie  Grecula,  State 
Theatre,  who  leaves  for  an  army  career 
shortly. 


WORCESTER 


JJarold  H.  Maloney  of  the  Poli  and  Robert 
R.  Portle  of  the  Elm  Street  attended  a 
Loew’s  Poli  managers  meeting  in  New  Haven 
...  At  the  latest  program  of  Swedish  films 
in  Tuckerman  Hall,  the  staff  was  attired  in 
Swedish  costumes  . . . David  Greece  is  new 
on  th  staff  of  the  Elm  Street. 

George  Flynn  and  Johnny  Murphy  of  the 
Warner  and  Fred  Cain  and  Johnny  Bell  of 
the  Elm  Street  have  been  substituting  back- 
stage  at  the  Plymouth  . . . Jan  Savitt’s  or- 
chestra was  obtained  for  the  A.  O.  firemen’s 
dance  in  Southbridge  . . . The  Poli  canceled 
the  personal  appearance  of  Skippy  Homeier, 
scheduled  in  connection  with  “Tomorrow  the 
World.” 

The  Better  Film  Council  approved  “Gypsy 
Wildcat,”  “San  Diego,  I Love  You”  and  “Two 
Girls  and  a Sailor”  for  the  family;  “The  City 
That  Stopped  Hitler,”  “The  Merry  Mona- 
hans,” "Seven  Days  Ashore”  and  “Winged 
Victory”  for  mature-family  audiences,  and 
"Ball  of  Fire”  for  adults  . . . Ralph  Eaton, 
manager  of  the  Plymouth,  auditioned  an  ad- 
ditional 45  amateur  night  applicants. 

Miss  Lou  Brady  of  the  Family  is  believed 
to  be  the  oldest  cashier  in  point  of  service 
in  the  city,  and  the  Sunday  Telegram  car- 
ried an  article  on  her.  She  has  been  selling 
tickets  for  35  years,  having  dealt  out  an  esti- 
mated 15  million  while  serving  the  Capitol, 
Family  and  former  Park  and  Majestic. 

Paul  Chase  and  Francis  Willett  have  re- 
signed from  the  Elm  Street  . . . Helen  Jep- 
son  was  in  town  to  sing  in  “La  Traviata”  at 
the  Auditorium  . . . “Winged  Victory”  was 
held  over  a second  week  at  the  Elm  Street, 
according  to  Manager  Bob  Portle. 

Dick  Owens,  manager  of  the  Capitol  in 
Lynn,  was  in  town  renewing  friendships  ... 
Leo  Lajoie,  acting  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
grabbed  news  space  with  a story  on  Michael 
St.  Angel,  former  Westboroite  who  appeared 
in  “Bride  by  Mistake”  . . . Manager  Ralph 
Eaton  booked  Earl  Carroll’s  “Vanities”  for 
the  stage  for  three  days  starting  January  29. 

The  Regent  is  dark  after  a two-week  ex- 
periment with  arty  films  that  did  not  take 
. . . Rita  Johnson,  who  saw  her  first  motion 
pictures  here,  this  being  her  native  city,  will 
have  a role  in  Abbott  and  Costello’s  “Naughty 
Nineties”  . . . Pat  Rooney,  Glenda  Farrell 
and  Diana  Lynn  appeared  at  nearby  Cush- 
ing General  Hospital  to  entertain  wounded 
veterans. 

A Telegram  feature  story  reveals  that 
much  of  the  research  work  on  “The  Iron 
Major”  was  carried  on  at  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  here  . . . Ralph  Eaton 
of  the  Plymouth  reports  that  the  variety  act 
of  Carr  and  Armond  was  just  about  to  go  on 
when  Ron  Armond  received  word  his  mother 
was  dying  in  California.  While  the  first  show 
was  still  on,  he  was  flying  to  her  beside. 

Lieut.  Robert  Bergin,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Elm  Street  until  he  entered  the  service, 
was  home  on  furlough  and  visited  the  staff. 
He  has  been  based  in  Italy,  making  many 
aerial  raids  on  Naziland  . . . Morton  L. 
Stevens  of  Marlboro  will  be  in  Shepard 
Traube’s  new  play,  “The  Stranger.” 


Arbitrators  in  New  Quarters 

NEW  HAVEN  — Oliver  Bishop,  executive 
secretary  of  the  American  Arbitration  Ass’n 
office  here,  has  new  quarters  in  the  Liberty 
Bldg.  No  new  cases  have  been  filed  for 
more  than  six  months  but  industrial  labor 
disputes  continue  to  be  filed. 
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— Photo  by  Frank  Shelby 

SPEARHEADING  THE  MARCH  OF  DIMES— Spearheads  of  the  March  of 
Dimes  inspirational  meeting  held  at  Dallas  are  in  the  photo  above.  Left  to  right: 
R.  I.  Payne,  vice-president  of  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres;  S.  L.  Oakley,  vice-president 
of  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.;  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  vice-president  of  Interstate  circuit, 
who  lunched  with  President  Roosevelt  recently;  Clifford  Porter,  another  vice- 
president  of  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  and  John  Q.  Adams,  executive  secretary 
of  Interstate.  All  are  active  in  the  War  Activities  Committee. 

All  pledged  100  per  cent  cooperation  of  their  circuits  in  making  collections. 
O’Donnell  said  he  believed  the  number  of  theatres  and  the  amount  collected  by 
them  would  be  doubled  this  year.  The  National  Foundation  of  Infantile  Paralysis 
citation  for  theatre  lobbies  is  shown  in  the  background. 


Col.  Scoll  lo  Attend 
Premiere  at  Macon 

MACON — Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott  jr.  of  Fly- 
ing Tiger  fame  has  been  granted  permis- 
sion by  the  army  to  return  to  Macon,  his 
home  town,  for  the  world  premiere  of  the 
motion  picture  based  on  his  book,  “God  Is 
My  Co-Pilot.” 

The  premipre,  to  be  held  Wednesday, 
February  21,  will  be  the  gayest  affair  in  the 
history  of  this  middle  Georgia  metropolis. 
Scott  is  to  arrive  four  days  ahead  of  the  pre- 
miere and  participate  in  all  of  the  festivities. 

Warner  Bros,  officials  at  Atlanta  still  are 
unable  to  name  definitely  all  the  Hollywood 
celebrities  who  will  attend  the  premiere,  but 
it  was  said  that  Dennis  Morgan,  who  por- 
trays Colonel  Scott;  Andrea  King,  who  plays 
Mrs.  Scott,  and  Raymond  Massey,  who  has 
the  part  of  Gen.  Clair  Chennault  will  be 
among  them. 

Both  the  Grand  Theatre,  where  the  pre- 
miere will  be  held,  and  the  Macon  Audi- 
torium, scene  of  a Robert  Scott  ball,  will 
be  decorated  in  a Chinese  motif  in  recog- 
nition of  Scott’s  service  in  China. 

At  a catfish  supper,  at  which  Macon  City 
Atty.  Ellsworth  Hall,  chairman  of  the  cele- 
bration, will  be  host,  the  “Grand  Fleet  of 
the  Ocmulgee”  will  be  initiated.  B.  Ruffin 
Chestney  will  be  proclaimed  grand  admiral 
and  Mayor  Charles  L.  Bowden  will  be  rear 
admiral.  This  affair,  attended  by  the  film 
stars,  will  be  held  at  the  country  estate  of 
Hall’s  brother-in-law,  Lamar  Trotti.  The 
latter,  a Maconite  and  former  Atlanta  news- 
paper man,  is  now  a script  writer  for  20th- 
Fox.  He  wrote  the  film  “Wilson”  and  is 
now  at  work  on  “Colonel  Effingham’s  Raid,” 
a picture  laid  in  Georgia. 

The  Macon  Junior  League  is  sponsoring 
the  premiere.  Tickets  are  $10  each. 

Mrs.  Sidney  Monair,  president,  said  the 
league  will  use  part  of  the  proceeds  for 
recreation  facilities  at  nearby  Robins  Field. 

Hiram  Parks  Leases 
Brownfield  Houses 

DALLAS — The  report  carried  in  BOX- 
OFFICE  that  Hiram  Parks  had  leased  three 
theatres  in  Brownfield  from  Mrs.  Earl  Jones 
has  been  confirmed  here.  The  houses  are 
the  Rialto,  Rio  and  Ritz.  Parks  resigned 
his  long  connection  with  Warners  as  west 
Texas  salesman.  He  now  has  a circuit  of 
six  houses,  the  others  being  the  Llanos  in 
Lubbock  for  Mexican  patronage,  the  Marine 
in  Fort  Worth,  formerly  the  old  Rose,  which 
was  owned  by  L.  C.  Tidball,  and  the  Falls 
in  Grand  Falls,  managed  by  a relative,  J.  R. 
Bell. 

Ben  A.  Dyer  Is  Moved 
To  Oklahoma  Theatre 

WILBURTON,  OKLA.— Ben  A.  Dyer,  for 
the  past  two  years  manager  of  the  Hoo  Hoo 
Theatre,  Gurdon,  Ark.,  for  K.  Lee  Williams 
Theatres,  Inc.,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Latimer  Theatre  here. 

Dyer  will  manage  the  theatre  while  his 
wife  Ruth  will  be  in  charge  of  concessions 
and  act  as  his  assistant. 

The  475-seat  Latimer  is  being  completely 
remodeled  and  when  finished  will  be  one 
of  the  most  modern  small  houses  in  the 
state,  according  to  Dyer. 


Savini  to  WPB  Post 

ATLANTA  — R.  M.  Savini,  president  of 
Astor  Pictures,  who  was  a visitor  here,  re- 
ceived a wire  from  the  WPB  announcing 
his  appointment  to  the  Moving  Pictures  War 
Production  Board.  The  board  holds  monthly 
meetings  in  Washington. 


Atlanta  Blackout  Looms 
With  New  Fuel  Ban 

ATLANTA  — Uncle  Sam  doesn’t  mean 
maybe  about  reducing  the  use  of  electricity 
as  a means  of  saving  coal.  His  new  order 
will  limit  theatre  marquees  here  to  use  of 
60  watts  of  illumination.  The  new  order 
will  mean  a virtual  blackout  of  theatre  mar- 
quees. 

Practically  all  the  Atlanta  theatres  now 
have  tube  illumination  on  their  marquees. 
This  type  of  illumination  has  materially  re- 
duced the  watt  consumption  by  marquees, 
but  naturally  it  takes  far  more  than  60 
watts  to  illuminate  any  marquee.  Therefore, 
it  appears  that  theatres  will  be  very  much 
in  the  dark  after  February  1. 


Aunt  Sally  a Visitor 

ATLANTA— “Aunt  Sally”  Hughes  Walker 
and  her  husband,  George  S.  Walker  of  the 
Walker  Talking  Pictures  Tent  Shows  is  here 
visiting  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Johnson 
of  Greenville.  Aunt  Sally  is  reputed  to  being 
the  oldest  performer  and  show  operator  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  She  was  the  first 
to  introduce  the  “Lady  Roman,”  standing 
rider  under  whitetops,  having  made  her  debut 
with  the  old  John  Robinson  shows  in  1888. 


Censor  and  Critics  Pan 
"Blue"  Show  in  Vain 

Memphis — The  roadshow  version  of 
“Good  Night  Ladies”  hit  Memphis  about 
the  same  time  the  original  Chicago  com- 
pany hit  Broadway  and  things  began  to 
happen. 

New  York  critics,  blasting  the  show 
from  several  angles,  were  quoted  in 
Memphis  newspapers  the  day  the  Mem- 
phis show  opened. 

Lloyd  T.  Binford,  chairman  of  the 
Memphis  board  of  censors,  went  into 
action.  Several  lines  and  scenes  were 
taken  out  before  the  first  night’s  show- 
ing at  Ellis  Auditorium.  Then  Binford 
saw  the  show.  More  scenes  were  taken 
out.  Additional  clothing  was  added  to 
some  of  the  girls. 

And  while  all  this  was  going  on,  three 
night  shows  and  one  matinee  packed  ’em 
in  and  the  show  was  a big  success. 


New  Orleans  Site 
Of  UA  Sales  Meet 

NEW  'ORLEANS — Fred  M.  Jack,  southern 
district  manager  for  United  Artists,  held  a 
three-day  regional  sales  conference  this  week 
at  the  Jung  Hotel.  Twenty-two  branch  man- 
agers and  salesmen  from  Charlotte,  Atlanta, 
Dallas  and  New  Orleans  attended  the  parley 
at  which  Edward  M.  Schnitzer,  home  office 
executive,  was  present. 

The  meeting  opened  with  the  first  terri- 
torial screening  of  Producer  Charles  R.  Rog- 
ers’ musical,  “Delightfully  Dangerous.”  The 
second  day  the  group  saw  Edward  Small’s 
farce  comedy,  “Brewster’s  Millions.”  Sales 
policies  on  current  product  and  plans  for  the 
merchandising  of  future  releases  were  dis- 
cussed. 

In  attendance  were:  Local  Manager  T.  L 
Davis  and  Salesmen  Milton  Dureau,  Charles 
Lamantia  and  M.  I.  Honeycutt;  Dallas  Man- 
ager Forest  E.  Nine  with  Salesmen  Paul 
Backus,  T.  R.  Barber,  Ed  Laird,  Herman 
Craver  and  W.  E.  Pittenger;  Charlotte  Man- 
ager Byron  Adams,  Harry  Williams,  Carl 
Burton  and  James  Blackmon. 

Unable  to  be  present  was  Atlanta  Mana- 
ger C.  W.  “Ching”  Allen,  who  has  been  il’ 
several  weeks.  Representing  his  office  were 
Salesmen  Ed  Hayes,  Paul  Harrison,  Frank 
Rudolph,  Clyde  Houston  and  Mike  Hogan. 

Marvin  W.  Peck  Plans 
New  Sparta  Theatre 

SPARTA,  GA. — Announcement  Was  made 
last  week  by  Col.  Marvin  W.  Peck,  owner 
of  the  Pex  Theatre  here,  that  he  will  build 
a new  motion  picture  theatre  here  as  soon 
as  he  can  get  the  material.  He  has  made 
application  to  the  state  offices  of  the  WPB 
and  will  be  ready  to  proceed  with  the  work 
when  he  gets  the  green  light  from  the  board. 

The  Peck  estate  already  owns  a block  of 
stores  on  Broad  St.  in  this  city  and  a por- 
tion of  this  block  will  be  used  for  the  new 
theatre. 


Waltman  Heads  Chamber 

COLUMBUS,  MISS.  — Burgess  Waltman, 
manager  of  the  Richards-Lightman  Thea- 
tres here,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
local  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  1945. 
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gernie  Shapiro  of  Southern  Poster  Printing 
Co.,  was  to  experience  his  first  airplane 
ride  on  a trip  to  Columbia,  S.  C.  Mrs.  Sha- 
piro also  planned  a business  trip  through 
Florida  . . . The  Georgia  Fair  Ass’n  held  its 
annual  meeting  at  the  Piedmont  Hotel  here 
on  January  19. 

Visitors  on  the  Row  included  R.  P.  Hig- 
ginbottom.  Pell  City,  Ala.;  Senator  Mack 
Jackson,  Alexander  City,  Ala.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wallace  Smith,  Barnesville,  Ga.;  P.  L.  Tay- 
lor and  Curt  Darby  of  Columbus,  Ga.  . . . 
A.  W.  Clarke  has  been  made  head  of  the 
shipping  department  at  National  Screen 
Service,  replacing  Odelle  Ponder,  who  has 
been  transferred  to  the  office. 

Charles  E.  Kessnich  and  Rudolph  Berger 
of  Loew’s  were  in  New  York  at  a home  of- 
fice meeting  . . . Harry  Paul  of  Wil-Kin 
Theatre  Supply  attended  a convention  in 
Charlotte  . . . Mrs.  M.  Stith,  secretary  to 
Mr.  Paul  of  Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply,  was 
home  sick. 

Evelyn  Small  is  the  new  secretary  to  Fred 
Nash  of  Wil-Kin  . . . Visiting  on  Filmrow 
were  O.  C.  Lam,  Rome;  John  Moffett,  Mont- 
gomery; Paul  Gaston,  Griffin;  C.  A.  Mat- 
thews, Blumenthal  Theatres,  Charlotte  . . . 
Fred  Young,  Southern  Popcorn  Co.,  is  mak- 
ing a tour  of  the  east  and  visiting  his  fam- 
ily in  New  York  State. 

Mr.  Matthews  of  Blumenthal  Theatres  in- 
stalled a new  manager  in  his  Peachtree  The- 
atre while  here.  His  name  is  Wiggins  . . . 
A.  L.  Cowart,  formerly  of  Cowart  & Shing- 
ler,  was  a Filmrow  visitor  . . . Hazel  Power, 
secretary  to  Grover  Parsons,  Paramount,  is 
walking  around  all  smiles  and  in  high  spirits, 
the  reason  being  that  her  “heartthrob”  is 
home  from  the  navy. 

Bud  Gray,  Paramount  advertising  and  pub- 
licity manager,  and  Jack  Kirby,  district 
manager,  were  in  New  York  attending  a 
meeting  on  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  . . . 
Hugh  Martin  of  the  Martin  Theatres,  Co- 
lumbus, Ga.,  was  on  Filmrow  greeting  friends 
. . . Ben  S.  Rivers  of  Port  St.  Joe  Theatre, 
Port  St.  Joe,  Fla.,  and  John  L.  Smith,  Lee 
Theatre,  Cuthbert,  Ga.,  have  been  drafted. 

Mrs.  Elsie  Lyons,  secretary  to  Mr.  Bal- 
lance  at  20th-Fox,  is  expecting  a blessed 
event  . . . The  Variety  Club  has  presented 
the  Grady  Hospital  an  iron  lung. 
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An  Ambitious  GI  Tells 
What  BOXOFFICE  Means 

Dallas — Cpl.  Eldon  R.  Frazier,  former 
projectionist  for  E.  B.  Whorton,  of  the 
Rule  Theatre  at  Rule,  but  now  fighting 
the  Japs,  has  written  the  following 
letter  to  BOXOFFICE.  Like  others  in 
the  theatre  business  he  appreciates  op- 
portunity to  keep  up  with  the  trade  be- 
cause he,  like  others,  intends  to  open  a 
theatre  of  his  own  when  he  gets  back 
home.  Here  is  Frazier’s  letter: 

“You  have  no  idea  just  how  much  the 
BOXOFFICE  is  appreciated  over  here 
where  I have  been  out  of  actual  con- 
tact with  the  motion  picture  industry  for 
the  past  three  years. 

“I  have  been  and  still  am  operating  a 
16mm  projector,  most  of  the  time  under 
great  difficulties.  BOXOFFICE  not  only 
helps  me  keep  the  boys  informed  about 
the  coming  pictures,  but  is  the  only  source 
of  information  for  keeping  up  with  the 
exhibitor’s  end  of  the  industry.  As  I in- 
tend opening  a house  when  I return,  you 
see  this  is  very  important. 

“My  thanks  to  BOXOFFICE  and  my 
former  employer,  E.  B.  Whorton,  who  is 
having  it  sent  to  me.” 


R.  J.  Ingram,  southern  division  manager 
for  Columbia,  went  to  Charlotte  to  attend 
the  convention,  and  then  went  on  to  New 
York  . . . Merritt  Davis,  southern  division 
manager  of  Republic,  visited  in  Dallas.  He 
has  announced  that  for  the  fine  showing  the 
southern  division  has  made,  branch  mana- 
gers will  visit  California  one  week.  On  Janu- 
ary 28  Cy  Dillon,  Charlotte,  will  start  his 
trip. 

Charles  Roebuck,  formerly  with  Columbia, 
has  joined  Republic  to  travel  the  Tennessee 
territory  . . . Roy  Braur,  Universal  mana- 
ger, was  on  a business  trip  to  Florida. 

Rufus  A.  Davis  of  the  Martin  and  Davis 
Theatres,  Dothan,  Ala.,  announced  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  to  Lieut.  Sam  B. 
Harrison  on  December  23  in  Dothan. 

Earl  Humphries,  manager  of  the  Theatri- 
cal Printing  Co.,  has  been  notified  by  the 
navy  that  his  son  Harry  has  been  killed  in 
action.  All  Filmrow  extends  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Humphries  deepest  sympathy  . . . Jack  Du- 
mestre,  chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club, 
announced  the  club  will  entertain  75  war 
veterans  from  Lawson  General  Hospital  at  a 
Monte  Carlo  party. 

Frank  M.  Hayes,  Chicago  night  club 
owner,  is  visiting  Cpl.  and  Mrs.  William 
DeLuga.  She  is  with  Monogram  Southern 
. . . Gradwell  L.  Sears,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  United  Artists,  was 
unanimously  elected  chairman  of  the  dis- 
tributors’ division  of  the  WAC  here. 

Betty  Sharpe  has  been  added  to  the  book- 
ing department  of  Paramount  . . . Mrs. 
Juanita  Hensley  of  the  Imperial  at  Asheville 
is  recuperating  at  the  Marietta  Hospital  near 
Atlanta,  and  expects  to  return  home  within 
the  next  few  days  . . . Hazel  Burton,  secre- 
tary to  Fred  Bearden  jr.,  of  Wil-Kin  Theatre 
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Supply  Co.,  is  spending  a vacation  at  her 
home  town,  Oxford,  Ga.  . . . Fred  Nash  of 
Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has  been  ill. 

Visitors  on  the  Row  included  W.  P.  Gam- 
mon from  Ocilla,  Ga.,  and  Manny  Sussman 
from  Fort  Myers,  Fla.  . . . Floyd  Lewis,  rep- 
resenting Hygienic  Productions  of  Cleveland, 
visited  Atlanta,  booking  his  product,  which 
is  owned  and  controlled  by  J.  S.  Josey. 

Johnny  Harrell,  Martin  Theatres,  visited 
in  Canton,  Ga.  . . . J.  H.  Thompson,  Martin 
& Thompson  Theatres,  visited  the  local  cir- 
cuit office  and  Filmrow  . . . Harris  Rogers, 
city  manager  of  Martin  Theatres  in  Mari- 
etta, visited  the  local  booking  office. 

Added  to  the  force  at  Universal  are  the 
following:  booking  department,  Mary  John- 
son, secretary;  billing  department,  Hildred 
Hinton;  shipping  department,  Harry  Bickers 
. . . M.  J.  McDermott,  auditor  who  has  been 
visiting  the  local  Universal  office,  left  for 
Dallas  . . . Jack  Kirby,  southern  division 
manager  of  Paramount,  went  to  New  York 
to  attend  a meeting  of  the  division  managers. 

Frances  Pyrom,  who  is  sporting  a new  dia- 
mond, enjoyed  a visit  from  her  friend,  Fred 
Nunnally,  who  has  completed  26  months 
overseas  and  has  received  the  President’s 
citation  and  two  invasion  stars. 


Atlanta  Boy  Has  Chance 
At  the  "Yearling"  Role 

ATLANTA — An  Atlanta  boy  stands  an  ex- 
cellent chance  of  being  notified  from  Holly- 
wood within  the  next  few  weeks  that  he  has 
been  chosen  to  play  Jody  in  M-G-M’s  adap- 
tation of  “The  Yearling.” 

Lucille  Ryman,  M-G-M’s  talent  represen- 
tative who  spent  three  days  here  last  week 
interviewing  candidates  for  the  part,  said 
that  she  had  found  a local  youngster  who 
fitted  the  character  pictured  in  Mrs.  Raw- 
lings’ Pulitzer  Prize  novel  about  a tow- 
headed “cracker”  lad  and  a spindle-legged 
Florida  fawn. 

Only  one  other  youngster  among  the  thou- 
sands she  had  interviewed  during  her  swing 
through  the  south,  she  said,  came  near  filling 
all  requirements  as  to  age,  height,  weight, 
coloring  and  accent. 

Although  Miss  Ryman  had  several  more 
stops  to  make  before  she  returns  to  the 
coast  to  file  her  final  report  with  Producer 
Sidney  Franklin,  she  sad  she  believed  the 
choice  was  a tossup  between  the  Atlanta  boy 
and  another  boy  in  another  state. 

If  the  local  youngster  is  chosen  he  will  be 
the  second  boy  from  Atlanta  to  win  the  part. 
Gene  Eckman,  son  of  Mrs.  B.  C.  Eckman, 
1385  Stewart  Ave.,  SW,  was  given  the  role 
in  1941  and  taken  to  Hollywood  for  training. 
Technical  difficulties  delayed  the  production, 
and  when  the  studio  was  ready  to  resume  it 
was  found  that  Gene  had  grown  several 
inches  in  height  and  his  voice  had  changed, 
making  him  unsuitable  as  Jody. 

Metro  plans  to  start  work  on  the  new 
version  in  February,  finishing  it  about  next 
Christmas. 

Republic  Names  Talley 
Atlanta  Manager 

ATLANTA — William  Talley  has  been  ap- 
pointed Republic  branch  manager  here,  suc- 
ceeding William  Snellson  who  has  resigned 
effective  February  10.  Merritt  Davis,  south- 
ern division  manager,  announced  Talley’s 
appointment. 

Talley  has  been  connected  with  the  film 
industry  since  the  days  of  the  old  Mutual 
Film  Co.  He  has  worked  at  exchanges  here, 
Charlotte  and  other  centers. 


Signs  Long-Term  Contract 

A new  long-term  contract  has  been  signed 
by  Stephanie  Bachelor. 


80 


BOXOFFICE  : : January  27,  1945 


Clubmen  Launch  Move 
For  Boys  Town  Pool 

MEMPHIS — Gailor  Hall,  Memphis  Boys 
Town,  needed  a swimming  pool. 

Father  Vernon  Lane  explained  it  best  when 
he  said:  “Last  summer  I tried  to  see  that 
each  boy  got  a swim  at  the  fairgrounds  pool 
once  a week.  But  our  station  wagon  wouldn’t 
accommodate  more  than  20  of  the  60  boys. 
While  we  were  gone  to  the  pool  almost  every 
boy  left  at  home  would  invariably  fall  into 
the  drainage  bayou  on  the  place  and  would 
naturally  have  to  swim  about  a while  to  get 
out.” 

The  Cooperative  Club  heard  about  it. 

Then  M.  A.  Lightman  sr„  president  of 
Malco  Theatres  and  chief  barker  for  the 
Variety  Club,  heard  about  it  too. 

So  they  got  together  and  a midnight  show 
was  arranged  at  Lightman’s  Malco  Theatre 
on  Main  St.  for  the  benefit  of  the  swim- 
ming pool  fund. 

Lightman  donated  the  show,  the  time  of 
the  employes  and  the  picture,  “The  Mark  of 
the  Whistler,”  with  Richard  Dix.  Club  mem- 
bers sold  tickets.  Lightman  bought  the  first 
ticket  to  the  show  himself.  The  money  was 
raised.  The  pool  will  be  ready  for  the  boys 
before  the  weather  is  ready  next  summer. 


The  Malco  Theatre  Staff 
Is  Honored  by  Club 

MEMPHIS  — The  Cooperative  Club  this 
week  honored  M.  A.  Lightman  sr.,  and  the 
entire  staff  of  his  Malco  Theatre  for  stag- 
ing a midnight  show  which  netted  $1,500  for 
the  club’s  fund  for  a swimming  pool  at  Gailor 
Hall,  Memphis  Boys  Town. 

Lightman  donated  the  theatre  and  film 
for  the  show.  Club  members  sold  tickets.  The 
leceipts  virtually  covered  costs  of  the  pool. 

Employes  of  the  show,  honored  by  the  club 
because  they  donated  their  time  to  make  it 
a success,  included: 

Myron  Meyer,  manager;  Mrs.  Winnie  El- 
rod, assistant  manager;  Elliott  Johnson,  floor 
manager;  C.  H.  Kelly  and  H.  H.  Huddleston, 
members  of  the  operators  union;  Nubern 
Ray,  member  of  the  electricians  union;  Mrs. 
Ruth  Jameson,  Mrs.  Ruth  Mitchell  and  Joy 
Alexander,  cashiers;  Tommy  Gost,  chief  of 
service;  William  Davis,  Lawrence  Kirkpat- 
rick, Harold  McKee,  Harold  West,  Ernest 
Green,  James  Dunn,  Arnold  Spurlock  and 
Frank  Hobbs,  ushers,  and  Willie  Lee  Wil- 
liams, Mamie  Hulburt,  W.  C.  Walker,  Ed- 
ward Bidens,  Mary  Johnson,  Lillie  Lee  Mc- 
Kissick  and  George  Nelson,  staff  employes. 


Horse  Opera  Stars  Croon 
To  Lawmakers  at  Austin 

AUSTIN,  TEX. — Jimmy  Wakely  and  Lee 
“Lasses”  White,  Monogram  western  stars, 
performed  on  the  floor  of  the  lower  house 
a few  days  ago.  Wakely  sang  a number  him- 
self and  then  led  the  house  and  gallery  in 
“Home  on  the  Range.”  White  gave  his  well- 
known  character  skit  of  “One  Eyed  Sam,  the 
Gamblin’  Man.”  Harley  Sadler,  former  tent 
show  operator  now  owning  theatre  interests, 
and  a member  of  the  house  from  Sweet- 
water, was  responsible  for  the  Monogram 
players’  performance  on  the  floor. 


Mayor  Sets  "Victory" 

Fete  in  Memphis 

MEMPHIS — Mayor  Chandler  of  Memphis 
proclaimed  it  “Winged  Victory”  week  in 
Memphis  and  banners  went  up  on  all  down- 
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COMMISSIONED — William  K.  Jenkins  (right),  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
L&J  circuit,  received  a commission  as  Georgia  director  of  the  1945  infantile  cam- 
paign from  Gov.  Ellis  Amall.  The  other  person  in  the  photo  is  Robert  F.  Maddox 
(left),  Atlanta,  state  chairman.  Jenkins  later  received  this  letter  from  the  gov- 
ernor: “I  want  to  congratulate  you  upon  this  perfectly  splendid  job  you  are  doing. 
I never  recall  a time  when  the  polio  drive  has  gotten  off  to  a better  start.  You 
know  how  to  do  things!” 


town  street  corners  last  week  as  Loew’s  Pal- 
ace Theatre  started  showing  the  picture  by 
that  name  with  proceeds  going  to  the  army 
air  forces.  The  Fourth  ferrying  group  joined 
in  the  celebration. 

The  newspapers  published  pictures  of  the 
mayor  issuing  the  proclamation  and  Col. 
Cecil  Vogel,  manager  of  Loew’s  Palace,  was 
happy  about  it  all.  Patrons  stood  in  line  in 
front  of  the  boxoffice  of  the  theatre  and 
the  entire  town  was  talking. 

Ingleside  Theatre  Burns; 

In  J.  G.  Long  Circuit 

INGLESIDE,  TEX.— The  Ingleside  Theatre, 
owned  and  operated  by  the  J.  G.  Long  cir- 
cuit, burned  recently.  Damage  to  building 
and  equipment  was  heavy.  Attempts  are 
being  made  to  repair  the  property  and  re- 
open the  house  as  soon  as  possible. 


Dallas  Fire  Marshal 
Hits  Theatre  Smokers 

DALLAS — Under  orders  of  Fire  Marshal 
B.  C.  Hilton,  members  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment began  calling  at  all  Dallas  theatres  to 
enforce  no-smoking  rules.  Fines  up  to  $200 
will  be  imposed  for  repeated  violations,  Hil- 
ton said.  Some  of  the  downtown  houses 
have  sections  for  smokers  and  in  these  sec- 
tions are  concrete  floors  stripped  of  rugs  and 
anything  else  that  might  be  inflammable. 

Smoking  violators  have  become  evident  in 
other  parts  of  these  houses  and  similar  vio- 
lations have  arisen  in  neighborhood  houses. 

Smoking  in  any  part  of  a there  other  than 
the  place  designated  and  equipped  for  it,  will 
be  banned  by  authorities  here,  Hilton  said. 


Renews  Contract  on  Joyce  Reynolds 

Warners  has  renewed  its  contract  with 
Joyce  Reynolds. 


PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  NOW! 

JUST  RECEIVED  NEW  SHIPMENTS  OF 

Film  Cabinets;  eight,  ten  and  twelve  section 

LaVezzi,  Double-Bearing,  Intermittent  Movements 

Neumade  Wire  Reels 

15-ampere  Westinghouse  Rectifier  Bulbs 

Film  Splicers 

Film  Tables 

Rewinds 


BUY  THESE  WHILE  THEY  ARE  AVAILABLE 


SPECIAL  PRINTED  TICKETS 

When  ordering  give  starting  number,  admission  price,  tax  and  color. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always ” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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■pd  Blumenthal  and  Lloyd  Rust,  Monogram 
" franchise  holders,  were  out  of  town  on 
business.  Blumenthal  was  on  a booking  trip 
to  Houston,  Galveston,  San  Antonio,  Austin 
and  Waco.  Rust  went  to  Denison  to  join 
Jimmy  Wakely  and  Lee  “Lasses”  White,  who 
were  making  a personal  appearance  in  Lon- 
nie Legg’s  Superba  Theatre.  From  Denison 
Rust  accompanied  the  western  stars  to  Tulsa 
where  they  appeared  in  the  Rhythm  Rodeo 
in  the  Coliseum. 

Dean  Goldman,  Warners  booker,  has  been 
upped  by  Manager  Doak  Roberts  to  take 
Hiram  Parks’  place  as  west  Texas  salesman 
. . . Bob  Warner,  popcorn  machine  distributor 
and  gentleman  farmer  with  a place  north  of 


Vickery  and  a downtown  office  on  Filmrow, 
left  Monday  for  Kansas  City  to  talk  over 
future  prospects  with  factory  representatives. 

L.  C.  Dennis,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Rio  in  Gainesville,  says  he  will  open  the 
Rio  in  Bishop  February  8.  Dennis  obtained 
a priority  for  the  house  late  last  year.  Pay 
rolls  for  war  plants  are  said  to  be  heavy  in 
the  vicinity.  The  J.  G.  Long  circuit  has  had 
the  Texas  Theatre  there  for  some  time. 

Paramount  executives  will  be  in  Dallas 
February  7 and  8 for  a visit  with  south- 
western executives  circuit  heads  and  inde- 
pendent showmen.  They  are  Charles  M.  Rea- 
gan, vice-president  in  charge  of  sales;  J.  J. 
Donahue,  central  divisional  sales  manager; 


Robert  Gillham,  in  charge  of  advertising, 
and  Claude  Lee,  director  of  public  relations. 
A luncheon  will  be  held  in  the  Texas  room 
of  the  Baker  Hotel  at  which  Duke  Clark, 
southwestern  district  manager,  will  act  as 
host. 

R.  N.  “Bob”  Savini,  president  of  Astor 
Pictures,  New  York,  stopped  off  for  a con- 
fab with  John  Jenkins  and  O.  K.  Bour- 
geois. He  arrived  here  from  St.  Louis  and 
planned  to  visit  New  Orleans  en  route  east. 
He  said  Astor’s  ace  picture,  “The  Birth  of 
a Star,”  with  Danny  Kaye,  was  sold  after 
screening  to  Fox  West  Coast. 

S.  G.  Fry  of  Tyler  was  in  booking  for 
his  shows  in  Grand  Saline  and  Brownsboro. 
He  said  his  son  Bob,  who  has  been  an  avi- 
ation instructor  at  Randolph  Field,  received 
a discharge  from  that  service  because  there 
is  a surplus  of  pilots  and  was  given  his 
choice  of  other  branches.  He  entered  naval 
training  on  the  west  coast. 

C.  E.  Hilgers,  who  is  operating  the  Craw- 
ford in  El  Paso  in  partnership  with  H.  S. 
Leon  of  Dallas,  apparently  has  won  out 
over  a stubborn  case  of  sinus  trouble  and 
says  he  is  just  waiting  for  the  March  winds, 
and  praying.  If  the  trouble  doesn’t  reoccur 
then,  he  will  feel  the  ailment  has  been 
licked.  Hilgers  left  his  20th-Fox  branch 
manager’s  job  here  to  move  west  to  lighter, 
drier  air  because  of  the  ailment. 

Harry  Sachs,  Interstate  circuit  key  city 
booker,  has  been  to  Albuquerque  and  Den- 
ver ion  a business  trip  . . . Martin  Lamour, 
owner  and  operator  of  the  National  Theatre 
in  Graham,  was  on  the  Row  for  a regular 
visit  with  film  companies,  equipment  deal- 
ers and  friends  . . . District  Manager  J.  H. 
Adams  was  back  in  the  Dallas  PRC  office 
a few  days  after  a succession  of  quick  trips 
to  New  York  and  other  places  in  connection 
with  his  newly  assigned  duties. 

Theatres  of  this  city  started  their  March 
of  Dimes  collections  January  25.  Collections 
in  Dallas  County  theatres  last  year  totaled 
$27,459.04  and  a doubling  of  that  amount 
is  predicted  by  WAC  leaders. 

J.  C.  Wilson  and  his  wife  of  Burleson 
were  business  visitors  on  the  Row.  He  is 
projectionist  for  Sam  Archibald  at  the  Var- 
sity in  Fort  Worth.  She  is  the  enterprising 
operator  of  the  Dixie  in  Burleson.  Wilson 
keeps  the  Dixie  equipment  going  and  does 
the  bigger  booth  job  12  miles  away.  He  has 
been  off  a couple  of  weeks  due  to  an  old 
back  injury. 

Raymond  Thompson  and  his  wife  of  the 
Mecca  and  Texas  theatres  in  Jacksboro  were 
on  the  Row  for  a trade  visit  . . . Lee  Bell  of 
the  Pastime  and  Cozy  in  Clarendon  came 
down  on  the  train  to  book  for  the  month. 
He  signed  up  a new  contract  while  here. 

B.  G.  Herber,  one  of  the  brothers  com- 
prising the  equipment  company  of  that  name 
here,  has  been  suffering  from  a cold  . . . 
Philip  Keese,  son  of  Alex  Keese,  former  radio 
station  executive  and  conductor  of  the  Pal- 
ace Theatre  some  years  ago,  is  now  treas- 
urer at  the  Telenews  Theatre. 

Karl  Hoblitzelle  Assumes 
Another  Civic  Duty 

DALLAS — Karl  Hoblitzelle  has  been  elect- 
ed president  of  the  Dallas  Citizens  Council 
for  1945.  He  was  elevated  from  vice-presi- 
dent. Hoblitzelle,  president  of  Interstate 
circuit,  has  been  active  in  civic  affairs  here 
for  many  years. 


"Signal"  Part  to  Angela  Greene 

An  important  part  in  Warners’  “Danger 
Signal”  has  been  given  Angela  Greene. 


Reprint  From 


Reissued  "Heights" 

Is  Pulling  Crowds 

BOSTON — The  cold  weather  continued  here 
with  the  mercury  in  the  downtown  theatre 
district  hitting  one  or  two  above  zero.  Grosses, 
however,  seemed  little  affected  by  the  ice 
and  snow.  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,” 
in  its  fourth  week,  still  brought  good  returns 
at  the  Keith  Memorial. 

The  Majestic  was  packed  nightly  with 
.“Wuthering  Heights,”  a reissue,  doing  sur- 
prising business. 


(Average  is  100) 

Boston — My  Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ), 

plus  stage  show  110 

Fenway  and  Paramount — And  Now  Tomorrow 

(Para);  Double  Exposure  (Para) 130 

■Majestic — Wuthering  Heights  (UA),  reissue 125 

Memorial — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO); 

My  Pal  Wolf  (RKO),  4th  wk 120 

Metropolitan — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 130 

Crpheum — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 125 

State — The  Canterville  Ghost  (M-G-M) 125 

Translux — Enemy  of  Women  (Mono); 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono) - 110 


"WUTHERING  HEIGHTS" 


Set  for  Early  Release 


FILM  GlcuiUd 

308  SOUTH  HARWOOD  STREET  DALLAS 
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"Wilson"  Scores  200 
In  a Dallas  Week 

DALLAS — Elm  Street  first  runs  continued 
to  enjoy  over  average  grosses  despite  bad 
weather.  “Hollywood  Canteen”  in  its  first 
week  was  a top  draw  and  was  held.  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  did  more  than  well 
enough  in  its  second  week  to  hold  over  for 
a third.  “Dead  End,”  a reissue,  and  “Blue- 
beard” got  a third  more  than  average. 

“Wilson,”  which  played  continuous  at  the 
Melba  at  advanced  prices  about  double  ordi- 
nary, showed  to  the  average  weekly  number 
of  patrons  for  that  house.  Considering  the 
price  scale  the  local  run  is  designated  here 
as  having  doubled  normal  business. 

(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Sheriff  of  Las  Vegas  (Rep);  My  Pal 
Wolf  (RKO),  split  with  Ghost  Guns  (Mono); 


Bowery  Champ  (Mono)  125 

Majestic — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB)  140 

Melba — Wilson  (20th-Fox)  200 

Palace — Summer  Storm  (UA)  130 

Rialto — Dead  End  (FC),  split  with 

Bluebeard  (PRC)  ; 1 35 

Tower — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 140 


Asks  Admissions  Tax 

CHARLOTTE  — The  North  Carolina  budget 
commission  of  which  former  Governor 
Broughton  was  a member  has  submitted  a 
proposed  budget.  Changes  asked  in  the  con- 
tinuing revenue  act  were  mostly  administra- 
tive, with  exception  of  a proposed  three  per 
cent  tax  on  admissions  to  film  shows.  That 
levy  was  lifted  in  1943  and  in  its  place  a flat 
license  fee  enacted. 


M E M P H I 


At  RKO,  Manager  A.  M.  Avery  and  three 
salesmen,  R.  B.  Reagin,  Grover  Wray 
and  Leonard  Shea,  along  with  Charles  Un- 
derwood, publicity  man,  attended  a playdate 
drive  meeting  of  the  southern  division  in 
Dallas  . . . Three  visitors  were  on  hand  dur- 
ing the  week  at  the  RKO  Memphis  ex- 
change. They  were  Fred  Ford,  Atlanta; 
Terry  Turner,  New  York,  and  Elmer  Sedin, 
home  office  representative  . . . Republic  Man- 
ager Lew  Andres  was  back  from  a southern 
and  central  division  meeting  in  Chicago. 

Jack  Galloway,  salesman  for  Warners  in 
the  Memphis  territory,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Atlanta  office  . . . Joe  Simon,  man- 
ager of  Warners,  reports  that  “Hollywood 
Canteen’s”  first  week  in  Memphis  broke  all 
house  records,  topping  the  all-time  record 
held  by  “Casablanca,”  although  there  were 
seven  fewer  runnings  of  “Canteen,”  which 
was  held  over  for  three  weeks. 

Filmrow  visitors  included  R.  B.  Gooch, 
Ritz  Theatre,  Selmer  Tenn.,  and  E.  C.  Fle- 
man,  Ritz  Theatre,  Manila,  Ark. 

At  Columbia  it  was  reported  S.  A.  Arnold, 
salesman  for  the  Arkansas  territory,  was 
seriously  ill  and  had  entered  a hospital  at 
Little  Rock. 

At  Paramount,  Allan  Glenn,  advertising 
representative,  was  on  hand  promoting  the 
picture,  “Here  Come  the  WAVES,”  which 
opens  February  8 at  Malco  Theatre  . . . Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Mitchell  of  M-G-M,  manager 


s 


Todd  Ferguson,  publicity  man,  and  Mark 
Jenkins  of  the  advertising  department,  went 
to  New  York  on  business. 

“Sons  O’  Fun,”  the  Olsen  & Johnson  suc- 
cessor to  “Hellzapoppin’,”  comes  to  Ellis  Audi- 
torium the  nights  of  January  30  and  31  with 
a,  matinee  January  31  . . . Paul  Draper, 
brilliant  tap  dancer,  and  Larry  Adler,  har- 
monica virtuoso,  were  presented  last  Wed- 
nesday night  at  the  Auditorium  by  Ike  L. 
Myers  . . . Johann  Strauss’  romantic  opera, 
“The  Gypsy  Baron,”  comes  to  the  Ellis  Feb- 
ruary 6 for.  a one-night  stand. 

All  Memphis  territory  theatres  signed 
pledges  to  take  a collection  in  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign.  Wray  Williams,  chairman 
of  the  Shelby  County  campaign;  Dr.  W.  R. 
Burkhalter  of  the  City-County  health  de- 
partment, and  Seaman  Ed  Daughtery, 
NATTC,  Millington,  spoke  to  the  theatre  men 
at  a meeting  opening  the  drive. 


Gets  Two  New  Trucks 

DALLAS — Film  transportation  companies 
are  meeting  all  their  schedules  and  equip- 
ment for  the  most  part  is  being  maintained 
on  a basis  sufficient  to  get  the  job  done, 
according  to  Paul  Jones  of  Liberty  Lines. 
He  said  his  company  has  recently  received 
two  new  trucks  on  priority  order  from  WPB. 
He  said  these  new  trucks,  plus  old  rolling 
stock,  places  his  company  in  a fair  shape 
to  render  service  to  film  companies  and  the- 
atres as  it  did  in  the  past  several  war  years. 


C.  CRET0RS  & COMPANY 

manufacturers  of  quality 

POPCORN  MACHINES 


Distributed  Exclusively  in 

Texas , Oklahoma , Arkansas 
Louisiana , New  Mexico  and 
Arizona  by 


Chas.  E.  Darden  & Co 


FILM  EXCHANGE  BLDG. 

308  S.  Harwood  St. 
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NOW 

BOOKING 


J(JOHN)  Q ()  (°  K-) 

enkins  & Bourgeois 

ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 

HARWOOD  & JACKSON  STS. 

DALLAS  1 “Riverside  1884”  TEXAS 


Adwell  Loses  Appeal 
In  Clearance  Suit 

DALLAS — The  arbitration  appeal  board  in 
New  York  declined  to  act  further  in  the  case 
of  W.  V.  Adwell  of  the  Roxy  Theatre,  San 
Angelo,  against  five  major  distributors,  but 
upheld  the  local  decision  of  Arbitrator  Rob- 
ert B.  Hinks  who  previously  ruled  the  Roxy, 
will  continue  to  get  pictures  on  fifth  run, 
or  120  days  behind  first  run.  Adwell  has 
intimated  in  the  past  that  he  was  compiling 
evidence  from  his  several  arbitration  hear- 
ings for  an  action  in  federal  court. 

Adwell  filed  his  original  arbitration  com- 
plaint about  two  years  ago.  He  alleged  he 
had  been  getting  sixth  run  and  had  to  wait 
over  in  some  cases.  The  appeal  board  di- 
rected distributors  to  deal  more  liberally 
with  Adwell  and  most  distributors  made  fifth 
run  available  to  the  Roxy. 

Later  Adwell  asked  for  an  earlier  run  and 
the  arbitrator  dismissed  the  claim. 


OKLA.  CITY 


^ewey  Gibbs,  Columbia  branch  manager, 
attended  his  company’s  world  premiere 
of  "Song  to  Remember”  at  the  Music  Hall 
in  New  York  City,  while  there  for  Colum- 
bia’s branch  managers  meeting. 

Robert  Flynn,  former  assistant  manager 
at  the  Penn  here,  has  been  released  from 
the  army  in  which  he  was  a second  lieu- 
tenant and  is  now  a military  escort  for  the 
Santa  Fe  railroad  out  of  the  office  here. 

The  invitational  screening  of  Columbia’s 
new  Technicolor  film,  “Tonight  and  Every 
Night,”  held  recently  in  the  Paramount 
screening  room,  was  well  received  by  a nice 
attendance. 

Exhibitors  on  the  Row:  Frank  Miller, 
Marlow;  A.  W.  Phillips,  Granfield;  Mrs.  Oda 
Terry,  Konawa;  LeRoy  and  Wesley  Hodges, 
Anadarko;  Charley  Mahone,  Hobart;  Vir- 
by  Conley,  Perryton,  Tex.;  L.  A.  White, 
Weatherford;  Harry  Waldron,  Cordell;  V.  A. 
Wilkinson,  Comanche;  Harry  Smith,  Ce- 
ment; Mrs.  H.  L.  Mullins,  Fletcher;  L.  C. 
Carter,  Bokashe,  and  Claud  Thorp  of  Ryan. 


Oklahoma  City  Set 
For  "Brownout" 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— All  local  theatres  are 
ready  with  their  one  60-watt  bulb  for  each 
of  their  respective  marquees  to  conform  with 
the  February  1 “brownout,”  possibly  the  big- 
gest single  curtailment  in  display  and  at- 
traction advertising  ever  imposed  upon  the 
motion  picture  theatres. 

For  the  first  few  weeks  a noticeable  drop 
in  business  is  expected  by  Ed  Kidwell,  gen- 
eral manager  for  Standard  Theatres.  How- 
ever, during  the  summer  with  the  present 
war-saving  time,  the  days  will  be  sufficient- 
ly long  to  cause  little  or  no  difference,  he 
added. 

C.  B.  “Brownie”  Akers,  Griffith  executive, 
looks  for  a sizable  drop  in  business  to  begin 
with,  but  is  hoping  the  regulation,  as  far 
as  theatres  are  concerned,  is  temporary. 

WAC  Meeting  February  24 
To  Plan  Red  Cross  Drive 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— At  a meeting  of  the 
distributor  branch  of  the  WAC,  Marion  Os- 
borne, the  new  distributor  chairman  for 
Oklahoma,  presented  plans  for  a WAC  meet- 
ing scheduled  to  follow  a noon  luncheon 
Saturday,  February  24,  at  the  Skirvin  Hotel, 
where  R.  J.  O’Donnell  will  be  one  of  the 
principal  speakers. 

At  that  time  steps  will  be  taken  to  make 
the  next  Red  Cross  drive  one  of  the  biggest 
ever  undertaken  by  the  industry  here.  All 
branch  and  office  managers  and  head  book- 
ers are  expected  to  attend. 

Present  at  the  distributors  meeting  were: 
C.  B.  Akers,  Jim  Hudgens,  Glen  Alt,  J.  B. 
Sokley,  Jim  Partlow,  Marion  Osborne,  Jack 
ReVille,  Robert  Clark,  R.  W.  Williams, 
“Buck”  Weaver,  E.  Walker  and  Robert 
Busch. 


Rio,  Dimmitt,  Sold 

DIMMITT,  TEX. — Joe  W.  Thompson,  own- 
er and  operator  of  a sizeable  farm,  has  pur- 
chased the  Rio  Theatre  here  from  L.  C. 
Dennis,  Gainesville.  Mrs.  Thompson  will 
operate  the  theatre  while  her  husband  con- 
tinues with  his  farm  interests. 


FINE  RECORD  FOR  ARKANSAS— M.  S.  McCord,  secretary  of  Malco  Thea- 
tres and  state  chairman  for  Arkansas’  War  Activities  Committee,  congratulates 
Claude  C.  Mundo,  state  chairman  for  the  Sixth  War  Loan,  on  the  record  made 
by  the  industry  in  selling  an  all-time  high  in  E bonds.  Sam  B.  Kirby,  Malco 
Theatres  and  state  publicity  director  for  the  Sixth  War  Loan,  is  holding  the  de- 
tailed report  sheets  which  indicate  Arkansas’  theatres  sold  a total  of  28,156  bonds 
valued  at  $4,908,635.  The  E bond  sales  amounted  to  27,627  bonds  with  a maturity 
value  of  $3,698,750. 
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SAN  ANTONIO 


New  Laurel  Theatre 
Open  in  San  Antonio 

By  LES  KETNER 

SAN  ANTONIO— Highlights  on  the  open- 
ing of  Interstate’s  new  de  luxe  Laurel  Thea- 
tre at  2310  San  Pedro  Ave.: 

The  principal  speech-makers  were  Ray 
Willie,  assistant  general  manager  of  the  cir- 
cuit, Dallas;  A1  H.  Reynolds,  city  manager 
for  all  14  playhouses;  L.  C.  Griffith  of  Con- 
solidated Theatres,  Oklahoma  City;  Joe  Bar- 
shop,  the  builder,  and  a host  of  others  who 
are  active  in  civic,  social,  community  and 
business  life  of  the  Alamo  City. 

All  had  high  praise  for  the  new  and 
luxurious  house. 

The  musical  portion  of  the  gala  program 
was  furnished  by  Jimmy  Klein  and  his 
musicians. 

About  the  busiest  man  on  the  spot  was 
the  radio  announcer  who  had  his  hands  full 
interviewing  all  of  the  early  arrivals  during 
the  half-hour  visual  broadcast  from  the 
stage.  The  new  playhouse  is  of  the  postwar 
type  and  ultramodern  in  every  respect.  John 
Eberson,  New  York  architect,  drew  the 
plans.  It  was  built  at  a cost  of  over  $100,000, 
upon  the  suggestion  by  the  WPB  that  a new 
house  be  erected  in  this  community  to  take 
care  of  increasing  demands  for  war  workers. 
The  Laurel  will  cater  to  people  in  essential 
industries  as  well  as  military  and  neighbor- 
hood trade. 

Herewith  is  a breakdown  on  the  equipment 
installed  by  Interstate:  Booth  equipment  is 
Neumade,  with  Mirrophonic  sound  system; 
Motiograph  projectors,  Ashcraft  lamps, 
Robin  Imperial  motor  generator,  Voigt 
light  fixtures,  Irwin  Seating  Co.  chairs,  Gen- 
eral neon  signs,  and  decorations  by  Robin 
Bros,  studios. 

The  opening  night’s  receipts  were  given  to 
the  March  of  Dimes  fund.  The  screen  fare 
was  “Janie”  (WB). 

Possible  Grave  of  Flier 
In  Captured  Newsreel 

MEMPHIS — A captured  German  newsreel 
that  apparently  showed  how  a Memphis  air- 
man was  shot  down  over  German  territory 
and  contained  a shot  of  his  grave,  was  shown 
at  Warners’  Theatre  last  week  and  viewed  by 
his  widow. 

The  captured  film  showed  an  air  battle 
in  which  American  bombers  were  downed 
and  several  crew  members  were  taken 
prisoners  by  the  Germans  after  they  had 
parachuted  to  earth.  A closeup  of  the 
wooden  tombstone  of  one  of  the  airmen 
killed  in  the  battle  bore  the  name  “George 
I.  Parker.” 

. “I  can’t  be  absolutely  sure  but  I feel  it 
was  the  grave  of  my  husband,  Sgt.  George 
I.  Parker,  who  was  shot  down  over  Bucharest, 
Romania,  April  4,  1944,”  said  Mrs.  Lottie 
Parker,  Memphis.  “Romania  was  German 
territory  then.” 

Sokley  to  Oklahoma  City 
In  WB  Executive  Shift 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— J.  B.  Sokley  is  the 
new  Warner  branch  manager  here,  replacing 
Winston  Loewe,  who  was  transferred  to  a 
similar  post  at  the  Warner  exchange  in 
Dallas.  Sokley  came  here  from  that  com- 
pany’s branch  in  Chicago. 

Another  WB  executive  change  gave  Doak 
Roberts  and  Ralph  McCoy  positions  as  south- 
western district  managers  of  a newly  divided 
territory. 


Lifts  Option  on  Jean  Yarbrough 

Universal  has  lifted  its  option  on  Jean 
Yarbrough,  director. 


Jake  Elder,  chief  of  maintenance  for  Inter- 
state, was  in  the  city  from  the  Dallas  of- 
fice, arranging  for  the  opening  of  the  new 
Laurel  Theatre  last  Friday  night  (19)  . . . 
Ruby  Price  has  returned  to  the  Aztec  office 
after  managing  the  Star,  suburban  house, 
for  several  weeks  . . . A1  Krakow,  chief  usher 
at  the  Palace,  is  about  one  of  the  youngest 
service  chiefs  in  the  circuit.  He  won’t  be  18 
until  April  1 this  year. 

Beulah  Greene,  manager  of  the  Texas,  has 
recovered  from  the  influenza  ...  A $10,000 
“street  collection”  goal  has  been  set  for  the 
two-week  Mile  of  Dimes  drive  here.  The  Mile 
of  Dimes  division  of  the  infantile  paralysis 
fund-raising  campaign  is  jointly  headed  by 
Lieut.  George  Bichsel  of  the  local  police  de- 
partment, and  Wilford  Donaho,  Empire  The- 
atre manager.  Street  collection  booths  have 
been  set  up  in  front  of  the  Majestic  and 
Palace,  while  a goal  of  $40,000  has  been  set 
for  the  entire  Bexar  County  campaign. 

The  Royal,  Archer  City,  has  been  purchased 
by  David  F.  Perdue,  who  was  formerly  a 
manager  for  the  Griffith  circuit  and  is  now 
operating  the  250-seat  house  . . . Among  the 
recent  callers  to  the  Interstate  city  offices 
were  Allen  Glenn,  Paramount  exploiteer, 
Dallas;  Danny  McCarthy,  Universal  sales- 
man for  southern  Texas;  Frank  Starz,  chief 
Interstate  advertising  director  and  publicity 
manager,  Dallas,  and  L.  C.  Griffith,  presi- 
dent of  Griffith  Amusement  Co. 

Metro’s  “Mrs.  Parkington”  has  been  her- 
alded as  a coming  attraction  via  radio  an- 
nouncements and  transcribed  ads  over  WOAI 
. . . The  “treasure  hunt”  conducted  by  Inter- 
state here  to  plug  the  coming  of  Bob  Hope’s 
“Princess  and  the  Pirate”  to  the  Majestic, 
served  as  a novel  way  in  which  to  sell  the 
picture  in  advance  to  the  public  hereabouts. 
Daily  programs  were  run  on  KABC  before 
the  showing,  giving  the  natives  all  the  de- 
tails; where  to  look  for  the  five  hidden  en- 
velopes, some  with  free  passes,  and  two  with 
orders  for  war  bonds.  Fred  Calvin,  RKOer, 
and  Joe  Estes,  Interstater  here,  put  the 
campaign  over  in  grand  style. 

Manager  Oliver  B.  Thomas  of  the  State 
was  in  Temple  for  a few  days  undergoing  a 
medical  checkup  . . . Betty  Quinney,  cashier 
at  the  same  house,  became  of  voting  age  this 
year  and  is  proud  of  getting  her  first  poll 
tax  free  of  charge  . . . Mrs.  Ethel  O'Donnell, 
assistant  manager  and  treasurer  at  the 
Prince,  is  related  to  two  well-known  Holly- 
woodites,  namely,  Eddie  Foy  jr.,  the  actor, 


and  Bryan  Foy,  his  brother,  who  is  a pro- 
ducer. 

Robert  N.  Smith,  owner  and  operator  of 
the  Ramon,  Raymondville,  has  purchased 
ground  for  a new  theatre  to  be  constructed 
as  soon  as  materials  are  available.  Smith 
also  operates  houses  in  Mission,  and  has  al- 
ready purchased  noncritical  materials,  while 
plans  are  completed  for  the  new  theatre. 

Azteca  Notations:  Abel  Hernandez  was 
added  to  the  staff  as  shipping  clerk  . . . New 
releases  include  “Balaju,”  with  Antioneta 
Maria  Pons  and  David  Silva;  “Rival  de  Su 
Hija,”  and  “Murallas  de  Pasion”  . . . Manager 
Alberto  Coppel  has  sold  his  two  theatres  in 
Denver  . . . George  Bishop  of  the  Rio,  Mis- 
sion, was  a booker  at  the  South  Alamo  St. 
exchange  . . . Mrs.  Rebecca  (Garza)  Gal- 
legos recently  returned  as  front  office  clerk 
after  an  absence  of  several  months. 

Clasa-Mohme  news  items:  In  town  to  book 
Mexican  films  at  the  Soledad  St.  exchange 
were  3.  M.  Silvas,  Mexico,  Carrizo  Springs; 
J.  V.  Martinez,  a Crystal  City  representative; 
Jose  Garcia,  Nacional,  Asherton;  A.  M. 
“Pappy”  Caubles,  roadshow  operator  in 
Texas;  Jack  Blackwell,  Meadows;  Pete  Muz- 
quiz,  rancher  and  store  owner,  Frio  County; 
Gene  Burris,  Ross,  Sabinal;  Mike  Garcia, 
Garmon,  Rio  Grande  City;  Harry  Sachs,  In- 
terstate booker,  Dallas;  Barry  Burke,  Texas, 
Houston,  and  Emil  Heinen,  Capitol,  New 
Braunfels;  also  “Pancho”  Trevino,  Ideal, 
Pearsall. 

The  new  Palacio  in  Houston,  which  opened 
Thursday  night  with  “Nana,”  an  Azteca  re- 
lease, starring  the  late  Lupe  Valez,  is  man- 
aged by  Enrico  Valero,  a World  War  II  vet- 
eran of  eight  months.  The  new  manager  of 
this  100  per  cent  Mexican  picture  house  hails 
from  San  Antonio,  where  he  formerly  lived 
. . . George  “The  Masked  Marvel”  Sauer, 
former  big-time  wrestler,  is  now  emceeing  at 
Erl  Adolf’s  Club  Reno  here. 

Interstate’s  Laurel  Theatre  had  a regular 
Hollywood  opening  with  a broadcast  over 
KABC,  huge  spotlights  playing  upon  the 
skies,  first  nighters,  and  all.  The  new  house, 
built  by  Joe  J.  Barshop,  local  merchant,  is 
the  ace  neighborhood  house  in  the  Alamo 
City.  Alex  Chesser  handled  the  dedicatory 
ceremonies  for  the  Alamo  Broadcasting  Co., 
with  Jack  Mitchell  as  emcee  on  the  stage.  A 
band  concert  by  the  San  Antonio  Academy 
orchestra  added  a musical  background  to  the 
biggest  theatrical  event  that  Laurel  Heights 
has  even  seen. 


WESTERN  STARS  AT  DALLAS— Jimmy  Wakely  and  Lee  “Lasses”  White  of 
the  new  western  team  being  featured  in  Monogram  pictures,  pose  in  front  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre  at  Dallas  with  several  local  showmen.  The  two,  who  were  “discov- 
ered” as  a team  by  Phil  Isley  when  he  led  them  on  the  first  Stars  Over  Texas  bond 
tour,  are  making  a series  of  personal  appearances  in  Texas.  Left  to  right,  are 
White,  Ed  Blumenthal,  Wakely,  Lloyd  Rust,  Louis  Charninsky,  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  and  Jimmy  Allard,  manager  of  the  Vernon  theatres,  who  acted  as  emcee 
for  the  stars  on  several  of  their  stops. 
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—Frank  Shelby  Photo 

WAC  HONORS  TO  TEXANS — The  War  Activities  Committee  for  the  motion 
picture  industry  in  Texas  honored  members  who  were  responsible  for  the  success 
of  the  Sixth  War  Loan  campaign  in  the  theatres  of  Texas.  At  the  luncheon,  Medal 
of  Honor  pins  were  presented.  Left  to  right:  Phil  Isley,  co-chairman  for  Texas; 
Henry  Reeve,  regional  chairman;  Jack  Underwood,  distributor  chairman;  John  Q. 
Adams,  Texas  co-chairman.  Reeve  is  shown  above  pinning  the  Medal  of  Honor 
pin  in  Underwood’s  lapel. 


Arkansas  Industry 
Sets  Bond  Record 

LITTLE  ROCK — The  final  report  of  bonds 
sold  by  theatres  in  Arkansas  during  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  was  announced  Sunday  (14) 
by  Claude  C.  Mundo,  state  chairman. 

The  report  shows  that  174  Arkansas  the- 
atres took  part  in  the  drive  that  shattered 
all  previous  records  for  E bond  sales  with  a 
total  of  $3,698,750,  representing  27,627  indi- 
vidual sales.  This  figure  exceeds  the  E bond 
record  in  the  previous  drive  by  1,664  bonds 
and  $63,850.  The  overall  total  chalked  up  by 
the  Arkansas  motion  picture  industry  was 
28,156  bonds  for  a maturity  value  of  $4,908,635. 

M.  S.  McCord,  Malco  Theatres  executive, 
North  Little  Rock,  is  state  WAC  chair- 
man. Mundo  to  head  the  bond  campaign. 
Mundo  is  president  of  the  Independent  The- 
atre Owners  of  Arkansas  and  operates  the 
Rex  Theatre  here  and  the  Liberty  in  North 
Little  Rock.  Malco  said  the  success  of  the 
drive  was  due  to  the  many  personal  con- 
tacts made  by  exhibitors.  Sam  B.  Kirby, 
Malco  publicity  director  and  bond  drive  state 
publicity  chairman,  conducted  regional  meet- 
ings with  exhibitor  groups  in  the  seven  con- 
gressional districts  of  the  state.  These  ex- 
hibitors served  as  district  chairmen: 

District  1,  Mrs.  Emma  Cox,  Osceola. 

District  2,  Mrs.  Edith  Evans,  Newport. 

District  3,  Harry  E.  Ruh,  Berryville. 

District  4,  Ollie  Brownlee,  Fort  Smith. 

District  5,  M.  J.  Pruniski,  North  Little  Rock. 

District  6,  Paul  Jones,  Pine  Bluff. 

District  7,  C.  M.  Solley,  Magnolia. 

A state  meeting  was  held  in  Little  Rock 
October  25  at  which  time  the  plans  were 
outlined  to  the  district  chairmen  and  dates 
set  for  the  regional  meetings.  Invitations 
were  mailed  to  all  exhibitors  to  attend  the 
district  meetings  and  personal  contact  were 
made  by  film  salesmen.  These  meetings  were 
credited  with  bringing  about  a closer  har- 
mony and  a better  understanding  of  ex- 
hibitors problems  in  war  loan  drives. 

Newspapers  in  most  cases  covered  the  re- 


gional meetings  with  pictures  and  stories  on 
front  pages. 

Mundo  praised  the  full  cooperation  ex- 
tended by  the  Memphis  distributors  headed 
by  J.  J.  Rogers  of  Columbia,  who  with  the 
help  of  exchange  managers  and  salesmen  de- 
vised an  improved  method  of  lining  up  the 
theatres  on  the  pledge  forms. 

Bond  premieres  exceeded  the  number  held 
in  all  previous  loan  drives  with  a record  of 
94  dated  and  carried  out.  These  alone  sold 
20,369  bonds  valued  at  $2,744,290.  Thirty- 
eight  Free  Movie  Days  netted  2,741  bonds  with 
a valuation  of  $495,805.  Eleven  children’s 
bond  matinees  resulted  in  the  sale  of  1,173 
bonds  worth  at  maturity  $93,390.  Special 
events,  auctions,  celebrations,  bond  booths 
and  activities  sponsored  by  civic  organiza- 
tions with  the  theatres  sold  2,319  bonds  valued 
at  $686,650.00.  There  were  14  special  events 
reported. 


Charlotte  Variety  Club 
Leads  Polio  Drive 


CHARLOTTE  — The  Variety  Club  was 
asked  by  W.  Frank  Phillips,  chairman  of 
Mecklenburg  County  chapter  of  the  National 
Infantile  Paralysis  Foundation,  to  spearhead 
the  drive  of  March  of  Dimes.  They  are  do- 
ing it  in  grand  style.  The  beginning  was  a 
luncheon  for  more  than  200  women  con- 
nected with  various  organizations.  The  trailer 
“Miracle  of  Hickory”  was  shown  and  after 
talks  from  Carl  Flath,  administrator  of  the 
Charlotte  Memorial  Hospital,  Ben  Rosen- 
wald,  chief  barker  of  Variety,  and  young  vic- 
tims of  polio  (one  in  an  iron  lung)  the  col- 
lection portfolios  were  rapidly  grabbed. 

First  donation  was  by  Lieut.  Max  Holder, 
former  Metro  booker  who  wears  many 
medals  achieved  during  18  months  in  the 
Pacific.  While  he  was  fighting  for  us  in  the 
Pacific  his  young  son,  Max  jr„  was  stricken 
by  the  dread  disease.  The  boy  has  recovered 
after  treatment  at  the  polio  center  at  the 
hospital. 


To  Star  in  “Voodoo  Queen" 

Acquanetta  is  set  to  star  in  Monogram 
“■“Voodoo  Queen.” 
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BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th  FL,  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.r  INC*  Dallas,  Tex. 


New  Popcorn  Devices 
Added  by  Darden 

DALLAS — Charles  E.  Darden  and  Glenn  A. 
Beard  returned  from  Chicago  where  they  at- 
tended two  business  sessions  of  popcorn 
raisers  and  looked  over  a new  line  of  con- 
cession equipment  which  they  expect  to  start 
distributing  soon  in  five  southern  states. 

Darden  said  there  was  little  new  to  add 
to  the  popcorn  situation.  He  is  hopeful, 
however,  that  OPA  will  divert  raw  corn  back 
into  legitimate  channels  and  that  a plentiful 
supply  at  low  prices  soon  will  be  available 
to  all  theatres. 

With  oils  going  on  the  ration  list  Monday, 
August  29,  and  exhibitors  having  to  give 
two  points  for  each  pound,  it  is  expected 
that  an  existing  shortage  of  popcorn  sea- 
soning will  be  relieved,  Darden  said.  There 
had  been  a great  deal  of  scare  buying,  he 
added. 

C.  Cretors,  makers  of  popcorn  machines  of 
that  name  which  Darden  will  distribute, 
showed  the  two  Dallasites  new  lines  of  in- 
built concession  equipment,  much  of  which 
will  allow  the  customer  to  help  himself  and 
then  pay  an  attendant  located  at  some 
vantage  point  nearby.  Patrons  may  reach 
into  a cold  compartment  and  get  candy  or 
ice  cream  or  open  a front  door  to  a pop- 
corn machine  and  pick  up  a sack.  The  at- 
tendant takes  the  money  for  all  purchases 
when  the  buyer  is  through.  It  is  believed 
patrons  will  buy  more  freely  where  they  are 
allowed  to  choose  and  handle  the  things 
they  want. 

“This  new  concession  idea  is  strictly  a 
wide  departure  from  anything  of  its  kind 
in  use  in  the  past,”  Darden  said.  “Pictures 
of  some  of  this  equipment  may  be  available 
here  within  the  next  30  days  and  models  of 
it  will  come  within  a short  time  after  that.” 


OjARLOTTE 

Dob  Simril,  manager  of  National  Screen 
Service,  has  received  a telegram  from  the 
v/ar  department  that  his  son,  Robert  W. 
Simril,  has  been  slightly  wounded  in  action 
in  Germany  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Trincher 
are  visiting  his  brother  who  is  now  stationed 
at  Harvard  Military  Government,  Cambridge, 
Mass.  ...  A 20th-Fox  salesman  you  will  not 
see  for  some  time  is  George  Graves.  He’s  in 
the  army  at  Fort  Bragg,  N.  C. 

Herb  Schlesinger,  popular  and  veteran 
head  booker  at  Fox,  has  resigned.  He  joins 
the  Wilby-Kincey  organization  . . . Jack 
Griffith,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Grif- 
fith, has  been  promoted  to  captain  at  Oak 
Ridge  military  institute,  Oak  Ridge,  N.  C. 

E.  L.  Carroll,  Roxie,  Bessemer  City,  has 
been  notified  that  his  son  was  killed  in  ac- 
tion in  France  . . . Roy  Williford,  former 
owner  of  the  Gastona,  Mt.  Holly,  died  last 
week  . . . The  wife  of  Price  Furpless,  Amuzu, 
Southport,  died  last  week. 

Rovy  Branon,  manager,  and  Salesmen 
Roger  Mitchell,  Gene  Dyer,  Bill  Sims,  Robert 
Masterman  and  Office  Manager  Jules  Wil- 
liamson of  RKO  attended  a sales  meeting  in 
Atlanta  January  21  . . . The  managers  of 
H.  B.  Meiselman’s  Strand  and  Ritz  theatres 
in  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  started  their  March 
of  Dimes  collections  a little  ahead  of  time. 
They  received  the  trailers — were  impressed — 
and  started  to  work.  However  right  after 
one  of  the  collections  they  buzzed  for  the 
operators  to  start  the  show.  No  customer 
response.  The  extra  time  taken  up  by  the 
March  of  Dimes  collection  didn’t  appeal  to 
the  patrons. 
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No  Brownout  Power 
Curb  for  Canada 

TORONTO — Action  is  not  expected  to  be 
taken  in  Canada  following  decision  in  the 
United  States  to  resume  dimout  regulations 
for  theatre-front  illumination  and  other  out- 
door advertising  to  conserve  coal,  effective 
February  1. 

A similar  resumption  of  ban  is  unneces- 
sary in  the  Dominion  because  the  production 
of  electricity  is  secured  by  a system  of  hydro 
plants  practically  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try. The  harnessing  of  waterfalls  has  been 
developed  along  with  an  extensive  system  of 
hydroelectric  trunk  lines  feeding  all  the  in- 
dustrial sections  of  Canada. 

What  is  bothering  Canadian  exhibitors  is 
the  news  from  Washington  of  the  cut  in  raw 
film  stock  this  year  which  would  include  a 
reduction  in  the  quota  of  undeveloped  film 
for  the  Dominion.  Nearly  all  positive  films 
are  printed  in  Canada  from  master  negatives 
of  Hollywood  pictures  under  a bond -entry  ar- 
rangement and  the  Dominion  requires  con- 
siderable raw  stock  for  this  purpose.  The 
move  may  mean  fewer  new  films  for  Canadian 
theatres  although  some  of  the  difference  will 
be  offset  by  the  importation  of  features  from 
Britain. 

McNulty  Congratulated 
On  Old-Timer  Articles 

ST.  JOHN,  N.  B.— F.  G.  Spencer,  president 
and  founder  of  the  F.  G.  Spencer  Co.,  opera- 
tor of  16  theatres  in  the  maritime  provinces, 
recently  wrote  a letter  of  William  McNulty, 
maritimes  correspondent  for  BOXOFFICE 
who  lives  at  St.  John,  a letter  congratulating 
him  on  the  accuracy  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  McNulty’s  articles  concerning  per- 
sonalities of  the  past. 

Spencer  recently  formed  a partnership  with 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 

The  letter: 

“I  read  your  old-time  references  in  a re- 
cent copy  of  BOXOFFICE  and  would  like  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  accurate  infor- 
mation. The  articles  recalled  personalities  of 
the  past  in  a most  interesting  manner,  and 
I was  glad  to  read  them.” 


Odeon  Buys  Theatre  Site 
In  Charlottetown,  P.E.I. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  I.— The  property 
adjoining  the  Prince  Edward  Theatre  here 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Superior  Realty 
Co.,  St.  John,  a subsidiary  of  Odeon.  As  soon 
as  priorities  on  materials  and  labor  can  be 
obtained  a start  will  be  made  on  a new 
Odeon  theatre  to  seat  about  1,000  or  1,200. 

The  Prince  Edward  seats  1,050  and  is  a 
former  legitimate  house.  For  years  it  was 
operated  by  the  Spencer  circuit. 

The  price  paid  for  the  new  Odeon  site  is 
said  to  have  been  $12,000.  The  Spencer- 
Famous  Players  merger  also  operates  the 
Capitol,  seating  514,  and  Empire,  about  500, 
here.  Thus  they  have  a monopoly. 

Strike  Aids  Suburbans 
But  Chills  First  Runs 

TORONTO — Reports  to  head  offices  of  the- 
atre circuits  and  film  companies  here  quick- 
ly reflected  the  street  railway  men’s  general 
strike  in  three  Pacific  coast  cities,  Van- 
couver, Victoria  and  New  Westminster.  A 
checkup  of  boxoffice  reports  from  the  the- 
atres affected  showed  that  patronage  at  all 
downtown  houses  had  taken  a sharp  drop, 
particularly  in  Vancouver  and  Victoria,  be- 
cause of  the  traffic  tieup,  but  the  suburban 
and  neighborhood  houses  reported  near-rec- 
ord  receipts  from  the  outset  of  the  walkout. 


FPC  PRESIDENT— J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
president  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  and  its  chain  of  approximately  340 
theatres  extending  across  the  Dominion, 
which  is  celebrating  the  25th  anniversary 
of  its  founding  early  in  1920. 


Graham  Mclnnes  Speaks 
At  Toronto  NFB  Affair 

TORONTO — Speaking  at  the  formal  open- 
ing of  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Film 
Board  at  86  Bloor  St.  W„  Graham  Mclnnes, 
information  editor  from  the  Ottawa  office, 
told  a gathering  of  magazine  and  trade  edi- 
tors, university  and  club  representatives  of 
the  growing  place  of  16mm  films  in  places 
outside  of  recognized  theatres.  He  referred 
to  the  considerable  expansion  in  industrial, 
school,  trade  union  and  rural  circuits  in  co- 
operation with  the  board,  and  how  films  with 
a message  are  being  brought  to  many  groups. 

The  film  portion  of  the  program  included 
four  nontheatrical  subjects,  “No.  13  Platoon,” 
“Partners  in  Production,”  a United  Nations 
relief  trailer,  and  “Painters  of  Quebec,”  the 
last  named  being  in  color  and  dealing  with 
the  development  of  art  among  French-Cana- 
dians.  How  these  pictures  fitted  into  the  cir- 
cuit plan  was  explained  by  Mclnnes. 

In  a subsequent  discussion  of  these  films 
Roly  Young,  film  critic  of  the  Globe  and 
Mail,  suggested  that  clips  from  such  sub- 
jects could  be  combined  in  what  might  be 
called  a “Canadian  Gazette”  or  screen  maga- 
zine type  for  the  entertainment  of  patrons 
in  licensed  theatres  in  order  to  portray  life, 
customs  and  developments  in  the  Dominion. 


N.  L.  Nathanson  Mansion 
Now  Veteran  Hospital 

Toronto — The  palatial  residence  here  of 
the  late  N.  L.  Nathanson,  Lyndhurst 
Lodge,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Do- 
minion government  for  use  as  rehabili- 
tation center  for  badly  incapacitated  vet- 
erans of  the  war.  The  residence,  at  153 
Lyndhurst  Ave.,  has  been  furnished  with 
hospital  equipment  and  special  devices  for 
the  care  of  paralysis  and  other  cases.  The 
center  was  formally  taken  over  January 
15. 

The  magnificent  home,  in  a highly  at- 
tractive setting,  is  expected  to  play  an 
important  part  in  the  restoration  of  many 
difficult  cases. 


Ontario  Amusement 
Tax  Scheme  Up  Soon 

TORONTO — Premier  George  Drew’s  pro- 
posal to  revive  the  ten  per  cent  amusement 
tax  in  Ontario,  dropped  in  1937,  will  be 
brought  before  the  provincial  legislature 
when  it  opens  here  February  15.  The  im- 
post, if  adopted,  would  become  effective  April 
1,  the  start  of  the  new  fiscal  year. 

The  local  trades  and  labor  council  has 
gone  on  record  as  opposed  to  the  levy  and 
a copy  of  the  resolution  has  been  sent  to 
other  labor  bodies  in  Ontario  with  a re- 
quest for  similar  action.  It  is  also  expected 
that  legislative  members  of  the  CCF  party  will 
raise  objections  to  the  proposed  revival  of 
the  tax,  which  was  brought  forth  allegedly 
to  help  pay  for  the  new  provincial  subsidy 
for  schools.  The  education  grants,  intended 
to  reduce  local  municipal  taxation  of  property 
owners,  may  amount  to  $20,000,000  and  the 
government  is  aiming  to  raise  additional  reve- 
nue to  cover  the  cost. 

In  the  meantime  government  revenue  from 
the  sale  of  liquor  has  declined  because  of 
dwindling  stocks  of  spirits  and,  if  the  fed- 
eral authorities  put  a ban  on  horse  racing 
as  has  been  done  in  the  States  as  a war 
measure,  the  provincial  treasury  will  suffer 
the  extent  of  an  additional  several  millions 
of  dollars. 

As  yet,  exhibitors  have  made  no  official 
move  because  no  exact  declaration  has  come 
from  Premier  Drew’s  office  regarding  the 
tax  revival,  although  a “leak”  several  weeks 
ago  was  taken  as  a feeler. 

Lou  Ross  New  President 
Of  B&F  Managers 

TORONTO — The  B&F  Managers  Ass’n  here 
has  elected  Lou  Ross  of  the  Lansdowne  as 
president  in  succession  to  Tom  Waterfield 
of  the  Eastwood,  who  was  named  publicity 
chairman  for  the  year. 

Others  elected:  Secretary,  Ted  Smith,  York; 
treasurer,  Leo  Bloom  of  the  Century,  and 
Art  Grover,  Carton;  Ron  Hall,  Gerrard,  and 
Jack  Hutt,  La  Plaza,  directors.  The  associ- 
ation, which  represents  the  managing  per- 
sonnel of  the  Bloom  and  Fine  circuit  in  the 
Toronto  district,  decided  to  hold  regular 
meetings  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  every 
month  during  1945. 

Canadian  Soldiers  to  Get 
More  Films  Overseas 

MONTREAL  — The  Canadian  army  has 
completed  an  agreement  with  the  overseas 
motion  picture  service  by  which  16mm  films 
will  be  made  available  directly  to  the  battle 
zones  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  supplies 
to  British  and  American  forces,  defense  head- 
quarters announced.  A shortage  of  films 
through  British  agencies  had  caused  a cur- 
tailment in  supplies  to  the  Canadian  front, 
but  under  the  new  arrangement  the  Salvation 
Army  will  hustle  Hollywood  films  to  General 
Grerar’s  men. 

James  Ernest  Brooks  Dies 
In  Dallas  Hospital 

MONTREAL — James  Ernest  Brooks,  promi- 
nent in  motion  picture  finance  in  Canada, 
and  president  of  James  E.  Brooks  Cotton  Co., 
died  on  January  11  after  a short  illness  in 
St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Dallas,  Texas.  As  a young 
man  he  became  interested  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture business  and  was  connected  with  several 
Montreal  theatres.  He  was  a promoter  of  the 
Strand  Theatre  and  for  many  years  was  a di- 
rector of  United  Amusement  Corp.,  Ltd. 
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TORONTO 

poliowing  the  25th  anniversary  dinner  of 

Famous  Players  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel 
January  23,  President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  Vice- 
President  R.  W.  Bolstad  and  James  R.  Nairn, 
advertising  manager,  left  by  train  for  Van- 
couver to  attend  the  jubilee  dinner  of  the 
company  January  30  for  the  western  division 
of  the  circuit  and  the  installation  of  char- 
ter members  of  the  25- Year  Club  from  the 
western  provinces. 

Clair  Hague,  president  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers,  continued  ill  for  a second 
week  and  was  undergoing  treatment  in  To- 
ronto instead  of  out  at  his  country  home 
in  York  County  . . . Word  has  been  received 
from  Sgt.  Maj.  James  Cameron,  in  charge 
of  a Canadian  army  entertainment  unit  now 
in  Italy,  to  which  he  proceeded  after  tour- 
ing the  camps  in  Britain.  Cameron  was  for- 
merly at  the  FPC  headquarters  here  . . -. 
Lieut.  Bert  Brown,  of  the  same  staff,  is  with 
the  “Meet  the  Navy”  show  in  England,  which 
opened  a London  engagement  January  15. 

Oscar  R.  Hanson,  president  of  Monogram 
Pictures  of  Canada,  was  in  New  York  on 
special  business  while  President  J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons of  Famous  Players  was  also  there  for 
several  days  on  final  details  for  the  com- 
pany’s anniversary  celebration  in  Toronto 
. . . Special  greetings  were  extended  January 
23  to  Manager  Fred  Trebilcock  of  Toronto 
Shea’s  on  the  occasion  of  his  37th  birthday. 


illness.  Vein  Hudson  of  the  Royal,  Guelph, 
has  replaced  Ken  Craig  at  the  Capitol,  St. 
Catharines,  and  Jim  McDonough  is  looking 
after  the  Royal  in  addition  to  the  Palace 
at  Guelph. 

Winter  sports  are  engaging  the  athletic- 
minded  film  executives.  Frank  Fisher  and 
Ralph  Dale  have  been  teaching  the  tricks 
of  skiing  to  Supervisor  Dick  Main  of  Odeon 
Theatres  while  Dale,  who  is  chief  booker  of 
Odeon,  is  managing  the  North  Toronto  Kins- 
men’s bantam  hockey  team. 

A visitor  at  the  Odeon  head  office  was 
Harry  Freedman,  proprietor  of  a group  of 
theatres  at  Edmonton,  Alta.  . . . Howard 
Knevels,  former  FPC  manager  in  Ottawa, 
Montreal  and  Toronto,  has  been  appointed 
exploitation  director  at  the  local  office  of 
United  Artists. 


Two  Pay  Blue  Law  Fine 

QUEBEC — Roland  Sainte-Marie  and  Ernest 
Lantier  were  fined  $45  in  sessions  court  after 
pleading  guilty  to  a charge  of  giving  a vaude- 
ville show  here  on  a Sunday  night.  Complaint 
in  the  case  was  filed  by  the  attorney  gen- 
eral’s department. 


Plastic  Screen  Installed 

TORONTO — The  Metro,  independent  thea- 
tre on  Bloor  St.,  has  installed  a new  plastic 
screen  which  attracted  considerable  atten- 
tion in  local  exhibitor  circles.  Manager  H. 
Romberg  is  also  putting  on  the  occasional 
stage  show  in  conjunction  with  film  programs. 


Congratulations  have  been  extended  to  Win 
Barron,  promotion  manager  of  Canadian 
Paramount,  on  his  commentary  in  the  “Year 
of  Achievement”  issue  of  Canadian  Para- 
mount News  which  contains  clips  of  the 
leading  war  events  of  the  past  12  months  . . . 
When  Simon  Meretsky,  head  of  a number 
of  Windsor  theatres,  felt  that  too  many  per- 
sonal calls  were  going  out  from  a cashier’s 
telephone,  he  had  the  phone  company  re- 
move the  dial  from  the  instrument  so  that 
the  young  lady  cannot  do  any  phoning.  The 
change  does  not  interfere  with  incoming 
calls,  however. 

L.  W.  Payne,  owner  of  the  Capitol,  Listowel, 
Ont.,  donated  75  per  cent  of  his  gross  for  one 
week  to  a number  of  war  charities,  this 
being  a still  further  contribution  to  the  war 
effort  for  which  he  has  become  widely  known. 

Tom  Connors  and  W.  C.  Gehring  of  20th- 
Fox,  home  office  were  in  Toronto  for  a con- 
ference with  President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  and 
Ben  Geldsaler,  booking  supervisor,  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  after  which  they 
visited  Montreal  . . . General  Manager  Alf 
Perry  of  Empire-Universal  Films  and  A.  J. 
Laurie,  Canadian  Republic  sales  manager, 
were  in  New  York  to  attend  a Republic  Pic- 
tures conference  . . . H.  M.  Masters,  general 
manager  of  Canadian  Odeon,  returned  from 
New  York. 

Many  managerial  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  Famous  Players  Hamilton  district.  Ken 
Craig  of  the  Capitol,  St.  Catharines,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Tivoli,  Hamilton,  from 
which  Jack  Purges  went  to  the  Capitol,  Wel- 
land, while  Tom  Forhan  was  transferred  from 
that  theatre  to  the  Strand,  Hamilton,  where 
Harold  Hitchison  retired  because  of  lengthy 
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ST.  JOHN 

visitor  to  Yarmouth  went  to  the  Capitol 

to  see  a show  and  when  she  returned  to 
the  home  of  her  hostess  found  her  purse 
containing  $200  in  cash  was  missing.  The 
purse  and  the  money  were  located  by  Capitol 
staffers  jammed  between  two  seats  . . . Mitch 
Bernstein,  who  directs  the  B&L  Theatres 
from  a base  here,  again  has  been  named 
to  the  national  council  of  the  American-Jew- 
ish  joint  distribution  committee. 

On  a recently  formed  municipal  parks  com- 
mission here  are  Reg  March,  veteran  branch 
manager  for  20th-Fox,  and  Jimmy  White- 
bone,  projectionist  at  the  Capitol  and  city 
councillor.  March  is  also  chairman  of  the 
recreational  commission  . . . Whitebone,  vice- 
president  of  the  Canadian  Trades  and  La- 
bor Congress  and  New  Brunswick  Federation 
of  Labor  president,  will  plane  to  Britain  as 
a delegate  to  a labor  huddle  ...  A large 
talking  doll  was  presented  via  a lucky  ticket 
at  the  Yarmouth  Capitol  as  a stimulant  for 
young  girl  patronage  . . . Bill  Hattie,  mana- 
ger of  the  Halifax  Oxford,  has  become  a 
father  . . . One  of  those  active  in  recondi- 
tioning electric  signs  on  theatre  fronts  in 
Nova  Scotia  is  Percy  McCullough  of  Hali- 
fax, formerly  of  St.  John.  There  is  a lot  of 
work  involved  in  getting  the  neons  back  in 
functioning  shape  after  over  five  years  of 
storage. 

District  Chief  Bob  Roddick  of  Famous  Play- 
ers stressed  the  25th  anniversary  celebration 
at  all  FPC  theatres  in  the  maritimes  . . . 
Charles  Mason,  a retired  railroad  employe, 
has  joined  the  staff  of  the  Regent,  St.  John, 
as  doorman  . . . Exhibitors  through  the 
provinces  are  having  much  trouble  with 
youths  and  girls,  the  only  class  of  employes 
available  to  theatres  outside  of  those  over  65. 
The  teen-age  youngsters  drink  liquor  and 
frolic  with  girls  and  boys  while  supposed 
to  be  working. 


Renews  Option  on  Ann  Blyth 

Universal  has  renewed  its  option  on  Ann 
Blyth. 


MONTREAL 


^eviating  from  its  policy  of  full  week  runs 
and  single  bills  the  Snowden,  United 
Amusement  Corp.  house,  has  started  present- 
ing double  features,  the  first  two  to  run 
four  days,  Saturday  to  Tuesday,  and  a com- 
plete change  of  double  feature  Wednesday  to 
Friday  . . . His  Majesty’s  has  been  showing 
“The  Rainbow,”  described  as  “Russia’s  great- 
est film,”  from  the  Stalin  prize  novel  by 
Wanda  Wasilewska. 


Release  by  the  National  Film  Board  of  an- 
other film  in  the  series,  “A  Man  and  His 
Job,”  was  announced  by  the  director  of  pub- 
licity of  the  unemployment  insurance  com- 
mission, for  whom  the  picture  was  produced. 
The  film  will  be  shown  throughout  Quebec 
province  to  employes  of  the  UIC,  and  to 
various  labor  and  welfare  organizations. 

Howard  Elliott,  manager  of  the  Verdun 
Palace,  has  turned  columnist.  His  feature, 
“Movie  Magic,”  appears  in  a local  weekly. 
Even  in  far  away  Australia  theatre  managers 
occasionally  get  in  wrong  with  the  govern- 
ment. From  Kiama,  New  South  Wales,  comes 
a report  that  the  proprietor  of  the  Kiama 
cinema  was  fined  39  pounds,  approximately 
$200  on  two  charges  of  making  false  returns 
of  entertainment  tax. 

Judge  Pierre  Casgrain  has  refused  to  free 
on  habeas  corpus  Henry  Coyle,  a wealthy 
Alberta  motion  picture  theatre  proprietor, 
who  claimed  he  was  wrongly  detained  in  a 
local  hospital  for  the  insane. 

Saskatchewan  government  has  excited  the 
opposition  of  film  distributors  by  its  pro- 
posal to  make  the  province  a distribution 
area.  At  present  exhibitors  in  Saskatchewan 
are  served  from  Winnipeg  and  Calgary.  There 
are  six  distribution  centers  in  the  Dominion 
serving  nine  provinces  and  some  outside 
areas.  Exhibitors  fear  the  proposal  would 
force  an  advance  in  the  price  of  films. 

Sean  Edwin,  who  conducts  the  “Sound 
Track”  column  in  the  Montreal  Herald,  re- 
calls some  of  the  musicmakers  of  silent  film 
days  in  the  following  comment: 

“Billy  Eckstein  and  Howard  Wynness  are 
the  sole  survivors  of  that  competent  batch  of 
musicians  who  manned  the  pits  of  the  United 
Amusements  back  in  the  Twenties  . . . Harry 
Raginsky  and  Vera  Guilaroff  who  beat  it  out 
at  the  Regent  as  a piano  and  drum  team 
married  and  quit  the  business  . . . Harry 
Thomas,  the  pianist  died  three  years  ago  . . . 
Marion  Burns  who  fingered  the  ivories  up 
at  the  Plaza  also  settled  for  wedding  bells 
. . . Harry  Menard,  the  Rialto  pianist,  is  now 
managing  a northend  flicker  house,  while 
Armand  Meerte  is  maestro  of  his  own  or- 
chestra at  one  of  the  local  boites  . . . Talkies 
tossed  most  of  these  musicians  out  of  the 
film  houses  and  scattered  them  far  and 
wide.  But  Billy  Eckstein  and  Howard  Wyn- 
ness may  still  be  heard  out  at  the  Chateau 
St.  Rose.  In  fact,  when  the  roadhouse  was 
sold  last  spring  the  new  owner  purchased 
the  place  on  condition  that  Eckstein  would 
be  included  under  a five-year  contract.” 


Story  in  Liberty  Magazine 

TORONTO — The  February  4 issue  of  Lib- 
erty Magazine  contained  a spread  on  the  life 
and  activities  of  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  president 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  in  con- 
junction with  the  observance  of  the  25th  an- 
niversary of  the  circuit. 


Warners  Renews  Their  Contracts 

Warners  has  renewed  its  contracts  on  Joyce 
Reynolds,  Faye  Emerson,  Robert  Hutton,  Rob- 
ert Arthur,  Dorothy  Malone,  John  Miles  and 
Pat  Clark. 
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■Dob  Myers,  former  Famous  Players  Cana- 
w dian  head  office  booker  now  in  charge  of 
theatrical  distribution  for  the  National  Film 
Board,  returned  from  a survey  trip  to  Van- 
couver and  is  now  covering  the  Toronto  and 
maritime  districts  along  with  a trip  to  New 
York  City  . . . “Hollywood  Canteen”  played 
to  41,439  patrons  in  two  weeks,  it  was  an- 
nounced by  Manager  Gordon  Beavis  of  the 
Centre,  and  the  picture  was  held  for  a third 
week. 

Many  government  officials  and  representa- 
tives of  the  diplomatic  corps  were  among 
the  2,000  who  attended  a Sunday  showing 
of  Russian  films  in  the  Capitol  as  guests  of 
Russian  Ambassador  George  N.  Zaroubin,  the 
program  including  “No  Greater  Love”  and 
“Musical  Story,”  from  the  Lenfilm  Studio 
and  distributed  in  America  by  Artkino  Pic- 
tures . . . Russian  films,  directed  by  V.  I. 
Pudovkin,  were  presented  in  the  National 
Museum,  under  the  auspices  of  the  National 
Film  Society.  The  pictures  were  introduced 
by  Guy  Clover  of  the  National  Film  Board. 

Under  the  lease  agreement  with  Ambrose 
Nolan,  the  Drama  League  is  taking  over  the 
Little  Theatre  for  the  week  of  February  5 
for  the  presentation  of  a stage  show  . . . The 
condition  of  James  T.  Moxley,  manager  of 
the  Westboro,  who  is  in  the  Civic  Hospital, 
is  reported  to  be  grave  and  there  is  word 
that  the  veteran  showman  will  be  unable  to 
return  to  active  management.  One  of  the 
nurses  in  the  hospital  is  his  own  daughter, 
Dorothy.  John  Hausler  is  looking  after  the 
Westboro  during  Jim’s  illness. 

Leonard  W.  Brockington,  recently  elected 
a director  of  Canadian  Odeon,  is  giving  a 
weekly  Sunday  broadcast  on  Canadian  war 
activities  over  the  Trans-Canada  network  of 
the  CBS  . . . Judge  Roland  Miller  imposed 
a fine  of  $10  and  costs  in  police  court  on 
Marcel  Pare  after  he  had  been  found  guilty 
of  attacking  Manager  Paul  Lafontaine  of  the 
Laurier  in  Hull. 

Ottawa  theatre  men  are  congratulating 
Vern  Hudson,  former  manager  of  the  Avalon, 
on  his  appointment  as  manager  of  Famous 
Players  Capitol  at  St.  Catharines  . . . The 
one-night  concert  appearance  of  Alex  Unin- 
sky, Russian  pianist,  brought  a large  crowd 
to  the  Capitol  where  the  regular  film  policy 
was  interrupted  for  the  engagement. 

Ray  Tubman,  manager  of  the  Capitol,  was 
installed  as  president  of  the  eastern  division 
of  the  MPT  A of  Ontario  at  a luncheon  of 
Ottawa  and  district  managers  in  the  Chateau 
Laurier.  He  succeeds  Steve  McManus  of  the 
Elgin.  Morris  Berlin  of  the  Somerset,  Ot- 
tawa, took  over  as  secretary-treasurer  from 
Isser  Singerman  of  the  Imperial  . . . The 
National  Film  Board  presented  a preview 
of  the  British  film,  “Left  of  the  Line,”  which 
will  be  released  to  Canadian  theatres  at  the 
end  of  January.  The  subject  is  a pictorial 
record  of  the  British  advance  across  France 
to  Brussels. 

Controller  Finley  McRae,  administrator  of 
the  Harry  Brouse  estate,  declared  the  Red 
Cross  blood  donors  clinic  was  the  finest  in 
Canada  during  a speech  here  as  president 
of  the  Ottawa  Red  Cross  Society  . . . Mana- 
ger Sam  Hebscher  of  the  Nola  had  many 
juveniles  of  the  west  end  as  his  guests  for 
a cartoon  show  at  which  he  also  handed  out 
pop  and  candy. 

The  new  theatre  at  Deseronto  has  a name 
at  last,  the  result  of  a contest  for  which 
a $100  prize  was  awarded.  The  winner  sug- 
gested Radar.  The  house  was  constructed 
by  Tex  Barnes  and  Lou  Davidson  under  a 
government  permit. 


"Tomorrow"  in  Race 
With  "Canteen"  Run 

TORONTO — Shea’s  and  the  Imperial  vied 
for  boxoffice  honors  during  the  25th  anni- 
versary week  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  There  was  really  a close  run  between 
“And  Now  Tomorrow”  at  the  Imperial  and 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  at  the  Shea’s  which 
were  the  local  leaders.  “Kismet”  brought  nice 
crowds  to  Loew’s  Yonge  Street  while  the 
Uptown  had  a double  which  proved  popular 
in  “Dark  Waters”  and  “Three  Is  a Family.” 
After  being  picked  as  among  the  year’s  best, 
“The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell”  returned  to  the 
Eglinton  and  “Laura”  made  another  appear- 
ance at  the  Tivoli. 


(Average  is  100) 

Eglinton — The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell  (Para) 100 

Imperial — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 115 

Shea's — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 140 

Tivoli — Laura  (20th-Fox)  95 

Uptown — Dark  Waters  (UA); 

Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 105 


Train  Strike  in  Vancouver  Puts  Dent 
In  Downtown  Theatre  Grosses 

VANCOUVER — The  streetcar  strike  took 
the  bloom  off  boxoffice  receipts,  all  being 
far  below  par.  However  the  suburban  thea- 
tres did  a swell  business.  Most  of  them 
opened  at  6 p.  m.  instead  of  7 p.  m.  to  catch 
the  crowds. 

Beacon — Thoroughbreds  (Rep);  Call  of 

the  Rockies  (Rep),  plus  vaudeville Fair 

Capitol — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  wk Fair 

Dominion — Bride  ky  Mistake  (RKO), 
moveover;  Mark  of  the  Whistler 

(Col)  Below  average 

Orpheum — Conspirators  (WB)  Pretty  good 

Plaza — Candlelight  in  Algeria  (British); 

My  Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ) Fair 

Strand — Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M); 

Two  Girls  and  a Sailor  (M-G-M),  move- 

over  Moderate 

Vogue — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) Fair 


Shekels  Roll  in  Merrily  With 
No  Strong  Films  at  Calgary 

CALGARY — Without  any  strong  attractions 
among  the  first  runs  as  a magnet,  the  down- 
town boxoffices  reported  shekels  rolled  in 
merrily  all  week  to  first  class  business.  “Mrs. 
Parkington”  was  played  a second  week,  a 
revival  of  “Dead  End”  played  the  Palace  while 
B films  played  split-week  at  the  Grand, 
having  a break  with  the  Richard  Crooks  re- 
cital that  excluded  a six-day  booking. 

Capitol — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M), 


2nd  wk r. Very  Good 

Grand — Strange  Affair  (Col); 

Hi  Beautiful  (Univ)  Very  Good 


Grand — Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ); 

There's  Something  About  a Soldier  (Col) Good 

FPC  Director  New  Member 
Of  Canadian  Pacific  Board 

TORONTO — Howard  P.  Robinson  of  St. 
John,  N.  B.,  a director  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  has  been  elected  director 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  in  succes- 
sion to  the  late  Col.  Henry  Cockshutt  of 
Brantford,  Ont.,  a former  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of  Ontario. 

Robinson  is  a prominent  industrialist  and 
financier  holding  many  corporation  offices 
in  varied  fields.  He  is  president  of  the  New 
Brunswick  Publishing  Co.,  which  publishes 
the  Telegraph-Journal  daily  newspaper  of  St. 
John,  president  of  the  Maritime  Trust  Co., 
vice-president  of  the  New  Brunswick  Tele- 
phone Co.,  and  a director  of  the  Royal  Bank, 
Canadian  International  Paper  Co.,  Bathurst 
Power  and  Paper  Co.,  Eastern  Canada  Coastal 
Steamship  Co.,  New  Brunswick  Broadcasting 
Co.,  the  Canadian  Press  and  other  com- 
panies. 

He  also  is  a member  of  the  board  of  man- 
agers of  Mount  Allison  University,  from 
which  he  graduated,  holds  a degree  from  the 
University  of  New  Brunswick,  is  a governor 
of  the  Rothesay  Collegiate,  and  a member 
of  the  board  of  the  New  Brunswick  Museum. 


VANCOUVER 

■prank  Gow  and  Frank  Kershaw  of  Famous 

Players  head  office  are  both  out  in  ter- 
ritory visiting  their  British  Columbia  theatres 
. . . Harold  Warren  was  a visitor  to  Film- 
row  booking  for  his  three  theatres  in  the 
Alberni  district. 

Ralph  Callerdine,  who  sold  out  his  inter- 
ests to  Odeon  circuit  in  Victoria,  was  in 
town  . . . Theodore  Flynn,  professor  at  Queens 
University,  Belfast,  and  father  of  Errol  Flynn, 
was  named  a member  of  the  Order  of  the 
British  Empire  for  work  in  perfecting  air 
raid  precautions. 

Earl  Dalgleish  of  Warners  has  been  visit- 
ing British  Columbia  theatres.  He  claims 
that  “Hollywood  Canteen”  will  be  one  of 
the  studio’s  biggest  grosses  . . . J.  C.  Cope- 
land of  Canada  plans  a new  independent 
producing  outfit  in  Hollywood  which  will 
turn  out  three  pictures  a year.  Copeland 
is  sole  owner  of  the  new  company,  Copeland 
Productions,  and  will  finance  his  own  pic- 
tures . . . The  Royal  Theatre  here  will  start 
stage  shows  combined  with  films  W.  P.  Nicols, 
owner,  reports. 

Mat  Carroll,  owner  of  the  Rex  Theatre, 
Salmon  Arm,  B.  C.,  has  completed  extensive 
alterations  to  the  exterior  of  the  Rex.  Fur- 
ther improvements  are  planned  on  the  in- 
terior this  spring.  Salmon  Arm  is  in  the 
midst  of  a farming  and  lumber  community 
in  the  interior  of  British  Columbia  „ . . 
Burglars  who  broke  into  the  St.  Andrews 
Wesleyan  church  may  benefit  by  their  loot 
if  they  use  it.  They  stole  a talkie  film 
titled  “It’s  the  Brain  That  Counts,”  to- 
gether with  a 16mm  projector  valued  at  $535. 
They  were  the  property  of  the  Vancouver 
school  board  and  were  on  loan  to  the  church. 

A manager  has  not  yet  been  appointed  to 
the  local  office  of  PRC,  but  with  the  stepup 
on  releases  an  appointment  is  expected  soon 
. . . All  16mm  film  showings  in  canteens 
and  hostels  in  any  place  where  there  is  one 
or  more  35mm  theatres  will  have  to  be  six 
months  or  older,  distributor  heads  report. 
Most  of  the  16mm  operators  in  the  past  have 
been  showing  new  or  comparatively  new 
films;  some  spots  were  showing  prints  which 
had  not  yet  been  shown  in  the  local  thea- 
tres. Exceptions  are  the  army  camps  and 
naval  stations  which  will  still  get  new  prints. 

In  the  latest  list  of  theatres  issued  by  the 
government  the  number  of  theatres  in  the 
distributing  centers  across  the  Dominion  is: 
Toronto,  112;  Winnipeg,  43;  Montreal,  62: 
Calgary,  11;  St.  John,  5;  Vancouver,  39. 
Number  of  theatres  serviced  by  each  terri- 
tory is  Toronto,  404;  Winnipeg,  250;  Mon- 
treal, 214;  Calgary,  185;  St.  John,  127,  and 
Vancouver,  106.  There  are  1,286  houses  in 
the  Dominion. 

Film  Scene  Transcription 
On  Air  With  Radio  Review 

TORONTO — Following  a special  screening 
in  Oscar  Hanson’s  Little  Theatre  of  the  Brit- 
ish feature,  “It  Happened  on  Sunday,”  Roly 
Young,  film  critic  of  the  Toronto  Globe  and 
Mail,  made  use  of  a transcription  of  a scene 
in  the  picture  for  a radio  broadcast  on 
CFRB  to  accompany  his  commentary  on  the 
release.  The  recording  was  made  during  the 
preview  of  the  film  which  was  attended  by 
representatives  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Empire,  Liberty  magazine, 
the  Toronto  Varsity  newspaper,  and  members 
of  the  trade  and  daily  press. 

Arrangements  for  the  event  were  made  by 
Miss  Beatrice  Shapiro,  exploitation  manager 
of  Esquire  Films,  a Hanson  company. 
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Many  Maritime  Exhibitors  Have 
Trod  the  Boards  in  the  Past 


By  WILLIAM  McNULTY 

ST.  JOHN — The  experience  of  some  mari- 
time provinces  fiim  exhibitors  has  not  been 
limited  to  the  front  office.  All  have  been 
backstage  and  many  have  been  right  on  stage 
as  performers. 

P.  J.  Hanifen,  manager  of  the  Garrick  at 
Halifax,  which  is  a former  stage  show  house, 
was  a professional  actor.  He  was  on  the 
road  in  Canada  and  the  U.S.  with  musical 
tab  troupes  and  also  produced,  directed  and 
acted  in  amateur  musical  productions  in 
Halifax. 

R.  A.  Foster,  manager  of  the  Community, 
Yarmouth,  was  a professional  actor  and 
singer  with  a stage  troupe  touring  the  mari- 
times  and  was  also  with  a tent  show  work- 
ing the  same  territory.  In  recent  years  he 
has  been  singing  and  acting  at  a Yarmouth 
broadcasting  station  and  has  entertained 
hundreds  of  service  men.  He  has  produced, 
directed  and  played  in  amateur  shows  for 
charity  and  war  welfare. 

N.  W.  Mason,  manager  and  co-owner  of 
the  Roseland  and  Academy,  New  Glasgow, 
was  a professional  actor  with  dramatic  reper- 
toire and  single  production  road  groups 
through  New  England  and  the  maritimes  be- 
fore establishing  himself  as  a theatre  operator 
at  New  Glasgow  about  40  years  ago.  He  has 
kept  his  hand  in  on  the  stage  ever  since  by 
producing,  directing  and  playing  the  basic 
role  in  “The  Old  Homestead,”  as  successor 
to  the  late  Denman  Thompson  with  whom 
he  once  toured.  Since  the  war  started  he 
has  been  raising  money  for  war  welfare  with 
his  Old  Homestead  revivals. 

A.  J.  Mason,  owner  of  the  Capitol  at 
Springhill,  was  a professional  singer  before 
becoming  a theatre  owner.  He  started  sing- 
ing in  film  theatres  with  screen  illustrations. 
From  Toronto  he  penetrated  eastward. 

I.  L.  Haley,  manager  of  the  Dundas  and 
Mayfair  at  Dartmouth,  was  on  the  stage 
semiprofessionally  and  later  as  an  amateur 
actor  and  director  at  Dartmouth  for  church 
and  charity. 

S.  C.  Hurley,  formerly  manager  of  theatres 
in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  for  F.  G. 
Spencer  Co.,  is  a professional  elocutionist, 
actor  and  director  of  amateur  plays.  He  has 
been  out  of  managerial  work  for  some  years 
and  is  located  at  Montreal.  He  uses  the 
nom-de-histrionics  of  Paul  Kollins. 

W.  W.  Whitebone,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Opera  House  here,  is  a veteran  professional 
magician  and  actor,  and  has  led  his  own 
revue  troupes  on  maritime  tours. 

The  late  J.  F.  O'Connell,  for  many  years 
manager  of  the  Academy  of  Music,  Halifax, 
produced,  directed  and  acted  in  musical  pro- 
ductions with  amateur  casts  in  Halifax.  He 
also  took  these  on  tours  of  the  maritimes. 

CBS  Is  Banning  All 
Horror  Shows  on  Air 

Ottawa — The  board  of  governors  of  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  has  decided 
to  ban  all  horror  programs  from  the  air 
in  the  Dominion,  including  those  broad- 
cast by  privately-owned  stations.  The 
chillers  were  dropped  by  CBC- government 
stations  some  time  ago  and  action  now 
is  being  taken  with  respect  to  the  inde- 
pendent studios.  The  enforcement  of  the 
ruling  depends  upon  current  contracts, 
it  is  understood. 

There  is  also  a campaign  in  Canada 
against  the  presentation  of  horror  pic- 
tures in  theatres. 


CALGARY 

\*^ith  majority  of  film  salesmen  and  man- 

v agers  out  in  the  extensive  territory,  there 
was  little  activity  along  Filmrow  except 
among  the  busy  bookers  and  shipping  clerks. 
With  the  Yuletide  season  and  fire  inspection 
past  history  now,  the  local  staffs  are  starting 
in  on  the  last  half  of  a good  season. 

Revival  of  a one-time  weekly  event,  the  ap- 
pearance of  advance  agents  for  roadshows  at 
the  press  desk,  stirred  nostalgic  feelings 
among  newspaper  men  in  Calgary  recently 
. . . The  Grand  has  been  playing  three-day 
runs  of  roadshows  which  tour  across  the  bor- 
der, jumping  from  Seattle  to  Calgary,  Ed- 
monton, Regina  and  Winnipeg,  then  recross- 
ing the  border. 

The  first  to  arrive  was  Lefty  Miller,  whose 
last  visit  was  20  years  ago.  He  was  handling 
the  advance  for  Zasu  Pitts  in  “Ramshackle 
Inn.”  Lefty  was  followed  by  Dorothy  Johnson, 
in  front  of  the  “Kiss  and  Tell”  company.  Also 
coming  were  “Naughty  Marietta,”  the  Black- 
stone  show  and  the  San  Carlo  Opera  Co. — 
more  stage  shows  than  have  shown  up  in  the 
entire  past  decade. 

Darkhorse  Squad  Takes 
Lead  in  FPC  Pin  League 

TORONTO — Upsets  are  taking  place  right 
and  left  in  the  second  series  of  games  of 
the  Famous  Players  Bowling  League.  Roly 
Darby’s  quintet  copped  the  honors  in  the 
pre-Christmas  series  but  is  way  down  in  the 
current  standing  with  seven  teams  ahead  of 
him,  while  the  darkhorse  squad  headed  by 
George  Philips  has  swept  to  leadership  with 
six  straight  victories  against  no  losses.  The 
Jim  Ziegler  and  Fred  Morley  squads  are 
tied  for  the  second  spot  while  no  less  than 
four  are  deadlocked  for  show,  these  being 
led  by  Don  Bateman,  Syl  Gunn,  Harvey  Hunt 
and  Mort  Margolius. 

Following  Darby’s  outfit  are  those  led  by 
Pete  Brown,  Earl  Gordon,  George  Cuthbert, 
and  at  the  bottom  is  the  team  captained  by 
Manager  Leon  Bishop  of  the  Tivoli. 

In  the  individual  standings,  Millie  Martin 
has  raised  her  best  single  score  from  285  to 
340  to  lead  and  has  rolled  a high  double  of 
582,  compared  with  her  best  previous  468. 
Newton  Devins  has  taken  over  both  honors 
among  the  men  with  a high  single  of  344 
and  a double  at  566.  All  of  these  marks  are 
without  handicap. 

Syl  Gunn’s  head  office  crew  holds  the  team 
high  single  with  1,265  and  Darby’s  team  is 
in  there  with  the  high  double  of  2,448. 

Counting  handicap  allowances,  Helen  Davis 
leads  the  girls  with  341,  while  Miss  Martin 
is  tops  with  a double  score  of  582,  which  is 
also  her  net  total.  Harry  Vowles  has  a 361 
for  men’s  high  single  and  Newton  Devins 
has  carded  618  for  high  double  including 
handicap. 


A 16mm  Conference 

TORONTO — Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  managing 
secretary  of  the  Canadian  16mm  Motion  Pic- 
ture Distributors  Ass’n,  presided  at  a private 
dinner-meeting  of  members  held  recently 
at  the  King  Edward  Hotel  to  discuss  the 
16mm  situation  in  the  Dominion. 


Cancel  "Powder  Keg"; 
Pressure  Is  Seen 

OTTAWA — The  National  Film  Board  short, 
“Balkan  Powder  Keg,”  was  taken  off  the 
screen  in  Canada,  the  United  States  and  the 
United  Kingdom  at  the  reported  request  of 
the  Canadian  government  and  further  dis- 
tribution of  the  film  has  been  canceled. 

It  was  stated  by  Ross  McLean,  deputy 
commissioner  of  the  board,  that  this  action 
had  been  taken  because  of  the  forthcoming 
conference  of  the  “Big  Three,”  meaning 
Prime  Minister  Churchill,  President  Roose- 
velt and  Joseph  Stalin.  Anything  which  might 
arouse  further  controversy  on  matters 
probably  to  be  discussed  by  the  chief  lead- 
ers of  the  United  Nations  should  not  be 
fostered  and  the  Canadian  government  had 
recommended  that  this  picture  should  be 
taken  out  of  circulation,  McLean  related. 

One  daily  newspaper  stated  that  “because 
of  criticisms  reaching  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment of  release  at  the  present  time  of  a 
Canadian-produced  motion  picture  dealing 
with  the  controversial  Balkan  countries,  the 
National  Film  Board  has  withdrawn  its 
film.” 

A.  J.  Jeffery,  Canadian  district  manager 
of  United  Artists  Corp.,  declared  he  would 
not  like  to  comment  because  of  the  Inter- 
national political  factors.  “Balkan  Powder 
Keg”  is  a film  of  the  World  in  Action  series 
periodically  issued  by  the  National  Film 
Board  through  United  Artists. 

The  National  Film  Board  is  under  the  di- 
rect jurisdiction  of  Premier  Mackenzie  King 
and,  in  the  usual  course  of  administration, 
he  should  have  known  that  a picture  dealing 
with  the  Balkan  situation  was  being  pre- 
pared by  the  government’s  film  board.  The 
question  arises  as  to  whether  outside  pres- 
sure was  brought  into  focus  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  film,  the  inference  being  that 
a foreign  power  had  questioned  the  appro- 
priateness of  the  subject. 

“Balkan  Powder  Keg”  had  its  first  run  at 
Loew’s  Uptown  in  Toronto  just  prior  to  the 
withdrawal  and  it  had  not  appeared  on  a 
second  run  screen.  On  instructions  from 
NFB,  further  bookings  were  immediately  can- 
celed. This  was  also  done  at  New  York,  it 
was  reported  here. 

Performing  Right  Request 
Taken  Under  Advisement 

OTTAWA — The  theatres  of  the  Dominion 
were  not  directly  involved  in  the  application 
of  the  Canadian  Performing  Right  Society 
for  government  permission  to  raise  its  sched- 
ule of  royalty  fees  in  1945,  the  matter  being 
discussed  before  a hearing  of  the  copyright 
appeal  board  in  Ottawa  with  Justice  J.  T. 
Thorson  presiding. 

The  society  requested  an  increase  from 
8 to  14  cents  on  each  privately  owned  re- 
ceiving set  as  its  fee  for  the  use  of  its 
musical  compositions  by  broadcasting  sta- 
tions but  did  not  seek  a change  in  the  seat 
tax  for  music  played  in  theatres.  The  gov- 
ernment controlled  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corp.  presented  objections,  along  with  oth- 
ers, to  the  society’s  application  which  in- 
cluded upward  revision  in  charges  to  indus- 
trial music  users. 

After  hearing  arguments,  the  board  re- 
served judgment. 

The  theatres  were  represented  at  the  hear- 
ing by  the  Musical  Protective  Society  of  Can- 
ada with  Norman  Robertson  of  Toronto  act- 
ing as  counsel.  Robertson  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.  Col.  John  A.  Cooper  is  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Protective  Society. 
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Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


Hayride  Happiness 
Show  Fills  House 

FREDONIA,  KAS. — Even  the  cold,  rainy, 
dreary  day  did  not  stop  the  Fredonia  Saddle 
Club  from  parading  on  schedule  Friday  eve- 
ning. At  5 o’clock  the  parade  formed  at  the 
high  school  and  paraded  around  the  square 
and  down  West  Madison.  The  club  was  co- 
operating with  Harold  Breault,  manager  of 
the  Kansan  Theatre,  in  his  “Hayride  Hap- 
piness” show. 

At  8 o’clock  the  following  program  was 
presented  in  conjunction  with  the  features 
at  the  Kansan. 

In  the  words  of  the  Fredonia  Herald: 

“The  play  opened  with  an  honorary  trib- 
ute to  the  Saddle  Club  and  the  opening 
number  of  ‘Riding  Down  the  Canyon.’  Mary 
Alice  Riley  began  with  a rope  act  and  was 
followed  by  Miss  Betty  Swindler  on  the  ac- 
cordion and  a vocal  number.  She  and  Bre- 
ault sang  ‘Too  Late  to  Worry.’  Charles  Keck, 
an  electric  guitar  artist,  gave  two  solos  ac- 
companied by  Ted  Cassity.  Then  Keck  and 
Breault  danced  to  two  numbers  and  Margaret 
Cogda  tapped.  Bonnie  Striegel  gave  ‘Paper 
Doll’  and  the  closing  music  was  again  ‘Rid- 
ing Down  the  Canyon.’ 

The  packed  Kansan  gave  a hearty  approval 
to  the  performance.” 


Radio  Contest  Is  Used 
To  Exploit  the  "Song" 

CINCINNATI — A song  contest  was  staged 
for  the  opening  of  “Song  to  Remember” 
January  25  at  the  Capitol  here  by  RKO 
Theatres  and  WCKY.  First  five  winners  were 
awarded  $500  in  cash,  with  a “George  Sand” 
scholarship  to  the  girl  finishing  first.  The 
latter  also  will  receive  a trip  to  New  York 
with  a chaperon  and  a spot  on  a CBS  top 
ranking  dramatic  program. 

All  girls  under  25  years  of  age  were  eligi- 
ble. 


WAR  PLANT  AIDS  CONTEST— The 
success  of  any  contest  is  proportionate 
to  the  interest,  and  entrants,  aroused. 
At  Cleveland  Howard  Burkhardt,  mana- 
ger of  Loew’s  State,  and  Ed  Fisher, 
Loew’s  circuit  publicity  director,  staged 
an  airplane  model  contest  in  their  pro- 
motion for  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
that  reached  a peak  of  success.  Coopera- 
tion of  Jack  & Heintz,  Inc.,  makers  of 
precision  airplane  instruments,  was  ob- 
tained for  the  event.  The  company  do- 
nated nine  wrist  watches  as  prizes  and 
set  up  an  exhibit  of  war  instruments 
valued  at  $50,000  in  the  State  lobby.  In 
one  of  the  photos  above,  Burkhardt  is 
holding  the  winning  model.  The  other 
photo  shows  a skilled  Jack  & Heintz 
worker  demonstrating  an  automatic  air- 
plane pilot. 

Showman  Thanks  Mayor 
For  Clearing  Fans'  Way 

TORONTO — “Can’t  Help  Singing”  played 
to  45,383  patrons  at  Loew’s  Uptown  during 
its  first  week  there  despite  terrible  traffic 
conditions  caused  by  the  weather  through- 
out Toronto  and  the  picture  was  held  over. 
One  of  the  features  of  the  campaign  was  a 
message  of  thanks  addressed  to  the  newly- 
elected  mayor,  Robert  Saunders,  for  his 
quick  decision  to  send  out  street  clearing 
crews  so  the  fans  could  reach  the  Uptown 
to  see  Deanna  Durbin. 


Uses  Wolf's  Costume 

LITTLE  FALLS,  N.  Y. — For  “Casanova 
Brown,”  Nick  Kaufman  of  the  Rialto  ob- 
tained from  a local  costumer  an  outfit  con- 
sisting of  a papier  mache  wolf’s  head  and 
a flowing  black  robe  lined  with  red.  This 
was  used  on  Saturday  night  prior  to  the 
opening  with  this  copy:  “I’m  an  Amateur 
Compared  to  ‘Casanova  Brown’  ...  At  the 
Rialto,  etc.  . . .” 


Ad  for  French  Creeks 
Provides  News  Copy 

CLEVELAND  — Maxwell  Joice,  Paramount 
exploiteer,  advertised  for  information  lead- 
ing to  the  discovery  of  a French  Creek  in 
the  environs  of  Cleveland  as  part  of  his  pub- 
licity campaign  for  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  at 
Loew’s  State  Theatre.  To  his  surprise,  he 
received  200  answers.  And  still  more  to  his 
surprise  he  learned  that  Avon,  just  west  of 
Cleveland,  there  is  a French  Creek,  and  at 
one  time  it  was  the  site  of  what  was  known 
as  French  Town.  All  of  this  made  good 
newspaper  copy,  not  overlooked  by  Joice. 

St.  Louis  Artist  Creates 
Disney  Montage  Front 

ST.  LOUIS — Robert  L.  Rigsby,  Missouri 
Theatre  artist,  created  a montage  of  all 
Disney  characters  for  panels  he  erected  on 
both  sides  of  the  front  and  each  door  for  a 
beautiful  front  prepared  for  a Christmas 
week  showing  of  three  Disney  pictures, 
“Bambi,”  “Dumbo”  and  “Saludos  Amigos.” 
The  overhead  streamer  carried  out  the  same 
colorful  motif,  plugging  the  show  as  “The 
Greatest  Holiday  Attraction  Ever  Presented.” 
Record  crowds  attended. 

(Editor’s  note:  We  have  a photo  of  Rigsby’s 
Missouri  front  but  its  dark  finish  makes  it  un- 
suitable for  reproduction.) 


Page  Co-Op  on  "SYWA" 

OMAHA — The  Paramount  Theatre  scored 
a good  break  in  a tiein  on  a full-page  ad  by 
merchants  featuring  war  bond  sales.  Head- 
lines of  the  ad  read:  “Let  Us  Be  Able  to 
Say  to  the  Men  and  Women  of  Nebraska 
in  the  Armed  Forces  ‘Since  You  Went  Away’ 
We  Are  Buying  War  Bonds.”  A picture  of 
one  of  the  film  scenes  was  in  the  center  of 
the  page.  “Since  You  Went  Away”  was  at 
the  Paramount. 


BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser  ::  Jan.  27,  1945 


1 


SEAT  SELLING 


FAIR  MOTIF  IN  LOBBY — This  is  an  unusual  and  effective  lobby 
display  which  George  Kraska,  manager  of  Loew’s  Orpheum,  Boston, 
used  in  advance  of  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis.” 


FREE  CIGARETS — Tom  Daley,  manager  of  the 
Imperial,  Toronto,  increased  his  popularity  by  ar- 
ranging distribution  of  5,000  cigarets  to  disabled 
soldiers  at  the  Christie  Street  Hospital  there.  The 
Reverend  Lambert,  the  beloved  hospital  padre,  is 
shown  receiving  an  armload  of  cartons,  “something 
for  the  boys,”  from  Daley. 


OUTSTAND- 
ING D I S P L A Y— 

The  Orpheum  Thea- 
tre, Seattle,  arranged 
for  this  unusual  win- 
dow display  in  the 
Sherman-Clay  music 
store.  It  required  con- 
siderable advance 
planning  with  the  art 
department. 

ARMY  HELPED — In  Denver  army  air  force  of- 
ficers helped  put  on  a campaign  for  the  open- 
ing of  “Winged  Victory”  because  the  profits  of 
the  film  go  to  army  charities  and  put  adver- 
tising material  where  it  seldom  reaches.  The 
photo  shows  the  rear  of  a Coca-Cola  truck,  with 
the  company’s  advertising  covered.  For  those 
exhibitors  in  smaller  cities  who  will  not  have 
such  elaborate  cooperation  it  might  be  useful  as 
an  argument. 


COMPLETE  COVERAGE — Columbia’s  advance  coverage  for 
the  opening  of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  was  outstanding.  An  arrangement  with  the  Krug  Bak- 
ing Co.  put  four-color  posters  on  300  of  the  home  delivery 
trucks  for  two  months.  Deliveries  cover  the  five  borough  and 
the  suburban  communities  in  Long  Island,  Westchester,  New 
Jersey  and  neighboring  New  York  counties. 


STIRS  UP  HARRISBURG — Here  is  part  of  the  front  display  Sam 
Gilman  used  for  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  at  the  Regent  in  Harris- 
burg, Pa.  The  propellors  were  kept  moving.  In  addition  there  was  a 
crash  trailer  45  feet  long  with  a complete  nose  section  of  a B17  and 
a machine  which  flashed  Jap  Zeros  on  a target  and  all  who  used  it 
purchased  war  stamps. 
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Cut  Out  Popcorn  and  Concentrate 
On  Showmanship,  Berger  Advises 


Hope  Week  During 
"Pirate"  Showing 

ALBANY — Mayor  Frank  S.  Harris  issued 
a proclamation  proclaiming  the  week  “The 
Princess  and  the  Pirate”  ran  at  the  Palace 
as  “Bob  Hope  week.”  The  Times-Union  ex- 
tended full  cooperation,  spotting  the  procla- 
mation beneath  Hope’s  “It  Says  Here”  col- 
umn and  running  an  editor’s  note  on  the 
opening.  The  document  read: 

“Because  Bob  Hope  has  given  unparalleled 
proof  of  his  great  Americanism  by  his  trips 
to  the  many  war  fronts  entertaining  our 
armed  forces,  not  only  outside  of  the  con- 
tinent but  at  all  of  the  camps  in  the  United 
States  of  America: 

“To  this  great  American  we  wish  to  pay 
homage,  so  therefore  we  proclaim  the  week 
of  January  18  BOB  HOPE  WEEK.” 

The  Times-Union  boxed  the  proclamation 
and  printed  it  in  heavy  type  on  the  the- 
atrical page. 

Cops  Cannoi  Correctly 
Figure  Film's  Finale 

WASHINGTON  — One  of  the  cleverest 
exploitation  stunts  of  the  year,  sparked  by  a 
press  book  suggestion,  last  month  brought 
columns  of  newspaper  space  and  augmented 
boxoffice  receipts  to  Sol  Sorkin,  manager  of 
Keith’s,  during  the  presentation  of  “The 
Woman  in  the  Window,”  starring  E.  G.  Rob- 
inson and  Joan  Bennett.  Aided  by  Sol 
Schwartz,  RKO  division  manager,  and  Lew 
Carroll,  RKO  exploiteer,  Sorkin  arranged  a 
preview  screening  of  the  International  pro- 
duction to  which  he  invited  Maj.  Edward  J. 
Kelly,  superintendent  of  the  metropolitan 
police,  many  of  his  inspectors  and  most  of 
his  detective  bureau.  Present  also  at  Sor- 
kin’s  invitation  were  the  four  local  film 
critics  and  their  respective  wives. 

At  the  screening  Sorkin  stopped  the  pic- 
ture at  a climactic  point  about  five  minutes 
before  the  end  of  the  last  reel,  turned  on 
the  lights  and  asked  his  guests  to  figure  out 
how  the  crime  was  committed  and  by  whom. 
Ensued  a free  discussion,  with  a court  stenog- 
rapher taking  down  each  person’s  guess.  Sor- 
kin then  dimmed  the  house  lights  and  the 
picture’s  projection  was  continued.  After  the 
film  had  reached  its  conclusion,  Sorkin  turned 
on  the  lights,  discovered  every  one  of  the  20 
policemen  and  detectives  had  disappeared! 

The  mystery  of  their  disappearance  was 
solved  as  soon  as  the  court  stenographer  read 
aloud  their  “solution.”  Every  copper  and 
plainclothes  bull  had  not  only  guessed  wrong, 
but  their  guesses  had  missed  the  actual  so- 
lution by  miles.  “One  can  hardly  blame  them 
for  sneaking  out  of  the  theatre  to  hide  their 
blushes,”  said  the  court  stenographer.  “In- 
cidentally, the  critics  weren’t  so  hot  either; 
all  of  them  guessed  wrong,  too.”  The  only 
person  who  had  the  right  answer  was  Mrs. 
Nelson  B.  Bell,  wife  of  the  Washington  Post’s 
critic. 

r 

S.  Barret  McCormick,  RKO  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity,  is  distributing  among 
exhibitors  a well-illustrated  herald  showing 
them  how  they,  too,  can  arrange  this  and 
other  business-building  stunts  for  “The  Wom- 
an in  the  Window.” 


Mail  Pieces  to  Clubwomen 

LATROBE,  PA. — Five  hundred  local  club 
women  received  announcements  on  “Mrs. 
Parkington”  in  advance  of  its  local  show- 
ing at  the  Grand.  Francis  Aiello,  manager, 
also  gave  away  1,000  bookmarks  and  used 
1,000  imprinted  shopping  bags  and  3,000 
imprinted  paper  napkins  and  holder  cards. 


BROOKLYN  SENSATION— Dave  Bal- 
lard, over  seven  feet  tall,  appeared  on  the 
Brooklyn  downtown  streets  at  the  open- 
ing of  “House  of  Frankenstein”  at  the 
RKO  Albee  and  passed  out  heralds  read- 
ing: “I  am  the  LANDLORD  of  the  House 
of  Frankenstein  . . . Some  of  my  tenants 
include  . . . Monster  . . . Wolf  Man!  . . . 
Dracula!  . . . Hunchback!  . . Mad  Doc- 
tor! . . Come  and  Meet  the  Mad  Mon- 
sters . , . etc.”  He  was  a sensation. 

Zone  Manager  Charles  McDonald 
thought  so  much  of  the  stunt  he  engaged 
Ballard  for  the  same  kind  of  ballyhoo  in 
ali  neighborhoods. 

Teen  Age  Popularity 
Contest  Goes  Well 

CARTHAGE,  N.  Y.— Dick  Kennehan  of  the 
Strand  here  staged  a very  successful  Teen 
Age  Popularity  contest.  Local  merchants  con- 
tributed prizes,  which  were  displayed  in  the 
lobby.  Kennehan  advertised  well  in  all 
schools  and  the  newspapers.  Every  adult 
admission  was  entitled  to  a ballot  on  which 
the  holder  could  vote  for  both  a boy  and 
a girl  in  one  of  the  high  schools.  A boy 
and  girl  were  selected  from  each  school. 
Competition  was  high  and  every  citizen  was 
interested. 


'Romance'  Radio  Interviews 
Put  on  Theatre  PA  System 

BUTLER,  PA. — Radio  interviews  with  steel 
company  officials  were  conducted  on  “An 
American  Romance.”  Penn  Theatre  patrons 
heard  these  buildups  by  a loudspeaker  plug- 
in in  the  auditorium.  George  Notopoulos  is 
the  manager.  All  mills  and  plants  in  the 
area  were  covered  in  the  campaign,  with 
notices  and  advertising  on  bulletin  boards 
and  in  washrooms.  A merchandising  tieup 
was  with  a working  men’s  clothing  store 
and  5,000  imprinted  paper  napkins  were 
distributed  at  hotels,  restaurants,  etc. 


MINNEAPOLIS — Bennie  Berger,  prominent 
independent  theatre  circuit  owner,  is  con- 
vinced that  one  of  the  reasons  why  film 
rentals  now  are  “exorbitantly  high”  is  be- 
cause many  theatres  are  making  sizable 
profits  from  the  sale  of  popcorn  and  candy. 
He  believes  that  exhibitors  would  be  money 
ahead  and  the  entire  industry  would  be  bet- 
ter off  if  exhibitors  would  get  out  of  the 
popcorn  and  candy  business  and  confine 
themselves  to  running  their  theatres  “as  they 
should  be  run.” 

He  would  even  go  to  the  length  of  having 
the  state  legislature  enact  a law  prohibiting 
the  sale  of  candy  and  popcorn  in  theatres 
and  he’s  trying  to  interest  fellow  exhibitors 
in  such  a move. 

Says  Film  Men  Consider  Popcorn 

“I  know  for  a fact  that  branch  managers 
figure  that  exhibitors  are  making  a large 
amount  of  money  from  their  candy  and  pop- 
corn sales  and  that  such  earnings,  real  or 
imaginary,  are  taken  into  consideration  and 
are  an  influencing  factor  in  fixing  film 
prices,”  says  Berger.  “The  inflated  film 
prices,  caused  in  part  by  this  factor,  much 
more  than  offset  what  the  theatres  earn 
from  their  candy  and  popcorn  sales  in  the 
vast  majority  of  instances. 

“The  entire  industry  would  be  the  gainer 
if  exhibitors  got  back  into  the  show  busi- 
ness where  they  belong.  If  film  prices  were 
reduced  to  the  proper  level  and  the  exhibitor 
found  himslf  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
boxoffice  for  his  revenue,  he  would  put  forth 
greater  effort  and  use  more  showmanship 
to  attract  patronage. 

Need  More  Showmanship 

“Because  of  higher  admission  prices,  many 
theatres  doubtlessly  are  as  well  off  finan- 
cially as  they  have  been  during  recent  years, 
but  the  fact  is  that  the  trend  of  attendance 
in  practically  all  neighborhood  and  suburban 
situations  and  in  many  of  the  smaller  towns 
has  been  sharply  downward  and  is  continu- 
ing in  that  direction.  What  is  needed  is 
less  dependence  upon  such  nontheatrical 
items  as  popcorn  and  candy  and  more  on 
showmanship  in  order  to  arrest  this  trend 
which  may  lead  to  calamity  for  the  entire 
industry  and  which,  under  any  circumstances, 
represents  a serious  problem. 

“If  a theatre  makes  some  money  out  of 
its  popcorn  and  candy,  the  distributor  raises 
his  film  prices  or  increases  his  percentage 
demands,  regardless  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  pictures  are  a factor  in  making  the 
theatre  a profitable  investment.  This  is  all 
wrong. 

“One  solution  would  be  for  the  exhibitor 
to  give  his  entire  attention  to  the  operation 
of  his  theatre  as  a showhouse,  instead  of  a 
combined  confectionary-theatre.  His  attention 
should  not  be  diverted.” 


Milford,  Chicago,  Opens 
Diaper  Swap  Shop 

Chicago — The  Milford  Theatre  of  the 
H&E  circuit,  where  Charles  Camp  is 
manager,  has  instituted  a “baby  goods 
exchange”  in  the  lobby.  Mothers  congre- 
gate there,  bringing  kids’  clothes,  toys 
and  so  on  which  they  exchange  with 
other  mothers.  The  exchanges  are  made 
by  means  of  a poster  in  the  lobby  which 
lists  goods  on  hand,  together  with  sizes 
and  other  essential  information.  The 
plan  includes  a filing  system  so  that 
Manager  Camp  knows  what’s  on  hand 
and  where  it  goes.  The  service  is  free. 
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SMART  PANEL  EFFECT — The  lower  portions  of  these  panels  were  made 
from  blowups  and  the  lettering  was  done  in  a sign  shop.  It  was  an  effective 
layout  arranged  by  Sol  Sorkin  of  Keith’s  Theatre,  Washington. 


and  the  most  popular  night  clubs  in  the 
area. 


Showman  Mounts 
Rostra  for  Film 

MAYSVILLE,  KY. — For  “American  Ro- 
mance” Tom  Donahue  of  the  Russell  The- 
atre made  personal  announcements  daily 
from  the  stage  of  the  theatre,  at  all  public 
schools  in  and  around  the  city  and  at  com- 
munity center,  business  and  luncheon  club 
meetings  a week  in  advance,  conducted  an 
essay  contest  in  all  county  high  schools  and 
clipped  special  3x5  cards  to  restaurant  menus 


WORLD-WIDE  TIME  IS  NEW— News- 
reel fans  have  become  international 
minded  with  the  advent  of  the  U.S. 
armed  forces  spreading  over  world-wide 
battle  fronts.  In  keeping  with  this  trend, 
Telenews  Theatre,  Chicago,  provides  pa- 
trons with  the  correct  time  in  major 
world  cities  in  a lobby  display  combining 
nine  electrically  operated  clocks.  Many 
patrons  now  study  the  clocks  reverently 
to  establish  the  time  of  events  as  they 
are  portrayed  in  the  action  on  the  screen, 
reports  Sylvan  Goldfinger,  managing  di- 
rector of  Telenews. 


Clerics  Witness  Screening 
Of  "Sign  of  the  Cross" 

CLEVELAND — Ministers  of  all  denomina- 
tions were  guests  of  Paramount  at  a special 
screening  of  “The  Sign  of  the  Cross.”  Among 
those  present  were  the  Episcopal  bishop  of 
Ohio,  a representative  of  the  Catholic  bishop 
of  Cleveland,  the  pastor  of  the  Euclid  Ave. 
Christian  church,  and  rabbis  of  both  the 
orthodox  and  reformed  Jewish  synagogues. 
In  his  written  invitation  J.  Maxwell  Joice, 
Paramount  exploiteer,  stressed  the  attributes 
of  faith  and  tolerance  as  expressed  in  the 
picture.  The  letter  read: 

You  are  cordially  invited  and  urged  to  attend  a special 
screening  of  the  new  modernized  version  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s 
great  spectacle,  “The  Sign  of  the  Cross,”  in  our  projec- 
tion room,  Monday,  January  15,  at  2:30  p.  m. 

“The  Sign  of  the  Cross”  is  not  a “dated”  picture;  it  is 
timeless  and  of  all  time.  It  carries  a vital  message  to  ail 
who  see  it;  at  the  same  time  it  is  entertainment  with 
spectacular  scenes  that  could  not  be  duplicated  under  present 
day  conditions  and  restrictions. 

We  are  inviting  a small,  select  group  of  leading  ecclesi- 
astics of  all  denominations  and  the  church  editors  of  the 
Cleveland  newspapers.  We  feel  that  ministers,  rabbis,  priests 
and  educators  will  find  in  “The  Sign  of  the  Cross”  a bolster 
for  their  own  personal  messages  to  their  flocks  on  under- 
standing, tolerance  and  faith. 

Dale's  Kid  Birthday  Club 
Receives  a Press  Buildup 

CHICAGO — The  Dale  Theatre,  managed  by 
Clarence  Lauten,  came  in  for  notices  in  the 
press  with  the  Saturday  meetings  of  its 
Children’s  Birthday  Club.  Membership  is  free 
with  gifts  in  the  form  of  bonds  and  stamps 
for  all  youngsters  whose  birthdays  occur 
during  the  week.  Members  concern  them- 
selves largely  with  salvage  drives  and  other 
patriotic  endeavors. 


Book  Tieup  on  "Tokyo" 

TARENTUM,  PA. — Miss  Grace  Baker, 
manager  of  Warner’s  Palace,  tied  up  with 
the  Infantry  Journal-Penguin  Books  pro- 
motion of  the  book,  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo,”  by  Capt.  Ted  W.  Lawson,  in  ex- 
ploiting the  film  version  of  the  “complete 
best  seller.”  Miss  Baker  additionally  staged 
a model  plane  contest  through  radio,  schools 
and  shop  windows  and  displays.  A special 
mailing  piece  was  forwarded  to  750  persons. 


Talent  Contest  Held 
For 'Song'  in  Boston 

BOSTON — The  campaign  for  Columbia’s 
“Song  to  Remember,”  which  opened  at  the 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  here  Thursday 
(25),  was  highlighted  by  a George  Sand  Me- 
morial talent  contest. 

In  association  with  the  Loew’s  Theatres 
here,  Columbia  Pictures  sponsored  a contest 
to  recruit  possible  new  talent  for  Columbia 
and  to  promote  interest  in  the  George  Sand 
picture.  Any  girl  with  a high  school  educa- 
tion who  has  never  appeared  professionally 
was  eligible  to  enter. 

Dramatic  schools,  academies,  Little  Theatre 
groups,  universities  and  colleges  in  the  vicin- 
ity had  entrants.  The  winning  girl  was  to  re- 
ceive an  array  of  prizes  and  honors  ranking 
with  the  greatest  ever  offered  an  amateur 
actress  here. 

Contestants  will  be  judged  on  their  dra- 
matic ability  displayed  in  their  reading  of 
the  “human  jungle”  speech  delivered  by 
Merle  Oberon  as  Mme.  Sand  in  “Song  to  Re- 
member.” 

Local  finals  will  be  held  at  the  State  Jan- 
uary 29.  A committee  of  five  will  choose  the 
winner,  members  of  which  are:  Miss  An- 
toinette Walker,  former  star  of  the  legitimate 
stage;  Mrs.  Emily  Perry  Bishop,  Lee-Bishop 
Dramatic  School;  Dwight  Meade,  Leland 
Powers  Dramatic  School  instructor,  and  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Binley  Kay,  head  of  Emerson  Col- 
lege’s drama  department. 

Contestants  must  be  between  18  and  25 
years. 

Big  Store  Tiein  Clicks 
In  "Victory"  Drive 

HARTFORD,  CONN. — For  the  first  time  in 
the  city’s  history  161  merchants  were  tied 
in  on  full-page  ads  in  local  papers  as  part 
of  a terrific  campaign  on  “Winged  Victory” 
at  Loew’s  Poli  Theatre. 

To  launch  the  campaign  Manager  Lou 
Cohen  obtained  the  personal  endorsement 
of  the  film  from  Mayor  William  Mortensen. 
The  mayor,  Cohen  and  Capt.  James  Hadnot, 
a fighter  pilot,  and  Lieut.  Elna  Erichsen  of 
the  Wacs  posed  for  publicity  photos  which 
were  played  up  in  the  press. 

Cohen  bannered  Coca-Cola  distributors  in 
a tieup  and  planted  announcements  on  200 
Hartford  Times  bulletins  and  Chamber  of 
Commerce  bulletins.  Record  and  sheet  music 
tieups  on  this  film  were  planted  throughout 
downtown.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  “Winged 
Victory”  caps  were  distributed  to  the  service 
staff,  local  bootblacks,  newsboys,  and  Wool- 
worth  sales  girls. 

Cohen  planted  24  sheets  on  the  theatre 
buildiflg’s  walls  and  announcement  cards  on 
the  Manchester  bus  line.  In  advance  he 
made  personal  announcements  on  the  Poli 
stage,  informing  patrons  that  receipts  from 
this  film  go  to  the  army  relief  fund  and 
urging  their  attendance.  Bradley  Field  sup- 
plied material  for  special  air  corps  windows 
at  Sage-Aliens,  G.  Fox’s,  Sears-Roebuck  and 
Stieger’s.  News  trucks  throughout  this  area 
were  bannered.  Captain  Hadnot  made  a spe- 
cial radio  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  film  over 
WTHT,  again  stressing  the  army  relief  fund 
angle. 

Ralph  Stitt,  20th-Fox  publicist,  assisted  on 
the  campaign.  Cash  was  reported  practical- 
ly “flying  in”  the  boxoffice  windows  at  Loew’s 
Poli  as  a result. 


Promotes  "Nostradamus" 

DENTON,  TEX. — James  Railey  of  the 
Texas  Theatre  advertised  “Nostradamus 
IV,”  the  short,  in  newspaper  ads,  in  the  lobby 
and  all  across  the  bottom  of  his  attraction 
board.  He  said  it  brought  questions,  tele- 
phone calls  and  extra  business. 
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Looking  Ahead  at  Forthcoming  Pictures 
Now  ia  the  Final  Production  Stages 


Columbia 

Rough,  Tough  and  Ready 

CAST:  Chester  Morris,  Victor  McLaglen,  Jean  Rogers, 
Veda  Ann  Borg,  Amelita  Ward,  Robert  Williams,  John 
Tyrrell.  PRODUCER:  Alexis  Thurn-Taxis.  DIRECTOR:  Del 
Lord.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Edward  T.  Lowe. 

Chester  Morris,  a good-natured  wolf  with 
a penchant  for  his  best  friend's  (Victor  Mc- 
Laglen) girls,  is  copartner  with  Jean  Rogers 
in  a salvage  company.  On  a bet,  he  takes 
Victor's  latest  date.  While  Morris  is  in  Wash- 
ington turning  his  company  over  to  the  gov- 
ernment, Victor  consoles  himself  with  Veda 
Ann  Borg,  a singer,  and  eventually  plans  to 
marry  her.  When  Chester  returns  they  make 
the  same  bet,  although  he  has  no  intention 
of  breaking  up  the  romance.  Ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  Veda  is  Victor's  girl,  Morris  has  sev- 
eral dates  with  her  and  she  jilts  Victor.  This 
leads  to  a fight  between  the  two  men;  but 
later  while  overseas,  Chester  risks  his  life  to 
save  McLaglen  and  their  friendship  is  again 
resumed. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

The  Clock 

CAST:  Judy  Garland,  Robert  Walker,  James  Gleason, 
Lucille  Gleason,  Ruthe  Brady,  Marshal  Thompson,  Keenan 
Wynn.  PRODUCER:  Arthur  Freed.  DIRECTOR:  Vincente 
Minnelli.  ORIGINAL:  Paul  and  Pauline  Gallico.  SCREEN- 
PLAY: Robert  Nathan  and  Joseph  Schrank. 

In  New  York's  Pennsylvania  station,  Cpl. 
Robert  Walker,  on  a 48-hour  leave  before  go- 
ing overseas,  reflects  on  his  loneliness.  Sec- 
onds later  he  meets  Judy  Garland,  young 
office  worker.  Instantaneously  attracted,  Judy 
agrees  to  meet  Bob  that  night  under  the  clock 
at  the  Astor  Hotel.  They  make  a breathless 
tour  of  the  city.  Suddenly  Bob  proposes, 
Judy  accepts  and  they  rush  to  the  subway — 
where  they  become  separated.  Alone,  afraid, 
both  are  drawn  back  to  the  clock  in  the  Penn 
Station  where  they  met.  In  the  sordid  atmos- 
phere of  city  hall,  they  are  married,  and 
leave  the  building  feeling  like  strangers. 
They  pass  St.  Patrick's  cathedral.  A wedding 
is  just  over.  Without  a word  they  walk  into 
the  church,  kneel  and  repeat  their  vows. 
The  next  morning,  with  their  48  hours  over, 
they  part  certain  they  will  soon  be  reunited. 

The  Hidden  Eye 

CAST;  Edward  Arnold,  Frances  Rafferty,  Paul  Langton, 
William  Phillips,  Ray  Collins,  Raymond  Largay,  Thomas 
Jackson.  PRODUCER:  Robert  Sisk.  DIRECTOR:  Richard 
Whorf.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  George  Harmon  Coxe 
and  Harry  Ruskin. 

Blind  Detective  Edward  Arnold  is  called 
into  a strange  murder  case  by  Frances  Raf- 
ferty, niece  of  the  dead  man  who  had  made 
a fortune  in  tin  mine  operations  in  Sumatra. 
His  killing  followed  the  mysterious  deaths  of 
two  other  relatives — each  one's  body  was 
found  with  a note  containing  a cryptic  mes- 
sage relating  to  treachery  in  Sumatra.  Every 
clue  points  to  Ffances'  fiance,  Paul  Langton, 
recently  discharged  from  service  in  the  South 
Pacific  and  whose  father  had  been  associ- 
ated with  Frances'  uncle  in  the  tin  venture, 
but  had,  unlike  him,  lost  his  money  in  the 
enterprise.  Arnold  is  convinced  of  the  lad's 
innocence  even  after  the  police  imprison  him. 
Working  on  a few  slim  clues,  he  finally  re- 
veals the  real  murderer — the  family  lawyer, 
who  had  embezzled  funds. 

Monogram 

Docks  of  New  York 

CAST:  Leo  Gorcey,  Huntz  Hall,  Billy  Benedict,  Bud  Gor- 
man, Gloria  Pope,  Carlyle  Blackwell  jr.,  George  Meeker, 
Betty  Blythe.  PRODUCERS:  Sam  Katzman  and  Jack  Dietz. 
DIRECTOR:  Wallace  Fox.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Harvey 
Gates. 

Huntz  Hall  and  Leo  Gorcey  find  a diamond 


necklace  in  an  alley.  Shortly  after,  they  are 
attacked  by  Cy  Kendall,  a foreign  agent, 
who  wants  the  gems.  The  Kids  agree  to  keep 
the  jewels  for  Gloria  Pope,  a Bolgradian 
princess,  who,  in  fear  of  her  life,  is  hiding 
from  Kendall.  Gloria  pawns  a paste  imita- 
tion of  the  necklace  and  Kendall  kills  the 
pawn  broker  to  obtain  it.  The  Kids  are  found 
at  the  scene  of  the  crime  and  arrested.  Ken- 
dall has  them  released  and,  by  a trick,  gets 
the  real  jewels.  Simultaneously,  Kendall's 
accomplice,  George  Meeker,  tries  to  kill 
Gloria  so  he  can  claim  the  Bolgrad  throne. 
The  Kids  rescue  her,  but  Meeker  gets  away. 
He  and  Kendall  are  later  caught  in  the  Bol- 
grad legation  by  the  Kids,  and  turned  over 
to  the  police. 

Paramount 

The  Virginian 

CAST:  Joel  McCrea,  Brian  Donlevy,  Sonny  Tufts,  Barbara 
Britton,  Fay  Bainter,  Henry  O’Neill,  Bill  Edwards.  PRO- 
DUCER: Paul  Jones.  DIRECTOR:  Stuart  Gilmore.  ORIGINAL 
Owen  Wister  novel.  SCREENPLAY:  Frances  Goodrich  and 
Albert  Hackett. 

When  Schoolteacher  Molly  Wood  (Barbara 
Britton)  comes  to  Medicine  Bow,  Wyo.,  in 
1885,  she  finds  it  a lawless  land  ruled  by 
gunfighting.  She  falls  in  love  with  the  Vir- 
ginian (Joel  McCrea),  who  has  been  com- 
missioned to  establish  law  and  order.  The 
Virginian  orders  the  hanging  of  his  best 
friend,  Steve  (Sonny  Tufts),  caught  with  a 
gang  of  cattle  rustlers.  Although  the  Vir- 
ginian has  been  shot  from  ambush  by 
Trampas  (Brian  Donlevy),  the  gangleader, 
Molly  is  shocked  by  Steve's  hanging,  but 
finally  realizes  the  Virginian  has  done  his 
duty.  On  the  day  Molly  and  the  Virginian 
are  to  wed,  he  accepts  Trampas'  challenge 
and  kills  the  rustler  in  a gun  duel.  Leaving 
law  and  order  in  Medicine  Bow,  the  Virginian 
ond  his  bride  set  out  for  the  far  west. 

RKO  Radio 

The  Body  Snatcher 

CAST:  Boris  Karloff,  Russell  Wade,  Henry  Daniell,  Edith 
Atwater,  Rita  Corday,  Bela  Lugosi,  Sharyn  Moffett,  Mary 
Gordon.  PRODUCER:  Val  Lewton.  DIRECTOR:  Robert  Wise. 
ORIGINAL:  Robert  Louis  Stevenson.  SCREENPLAY:  Philip 
MacDonald. 

In  the  early  19th  century,  ignorance  and 
fear  confronting  medical  men  force  them  to 
consort  with  grave  robbers  to  obtain  bodies 
for  dissection.  Such  a man  is  one  Edinburgh 
•doctor,  Henry  Daniell.  He  becomes  involved 
with  a monstrous  ghoul,  Boris  Karloff,  who 
resorts  to  murder  to  get  corpses.  Discovering 
the  source  of  Karloff's  supply,  the  doctor  begs 
him  to  stop  the  killing  and  when  the  grave 
robber  refuses,  Daniell  murders  him.  With 
his  dying  breath,  Karloff  swears  he'll  return. 
One  rainy  night  Daniell  is  riding  down  a 
dark  road  carrying  a recently  dug-up  corpse 
beside  him.  He  imagines  the  body  is  grow- 
ing larger  and  then  he  hears  Karloff’s  voice. 
Looking  down,  he  beholds,  through  the 
shroud's  folds,  the  grinning  face  of  the  ghoul. 
Terrified,  Daniell  loses  control  over  the  run- 
away horse  which  races  madly  down  the 
road,  throwing  the  careening  carriage  and 
its  occupants  over  a cliff. 

Republic 

Jealousy 

CAST:  John  Loder,  Jane  Randolph,  Karen  Morley,  Nils 
Asther,  Hugo  Haas,  Herbert  Holmes,  Michael  Mark.  PRO- 
DUCER: Gustav  Machaty  and  George  Moskov.  ORIGINAL: 
Dalton  Trumbo.  SCREENPLAY:  Arnold  Phillips  and  Gustav 
Machaty. 

Nils  Asther  and  Jane  Randolph  are  un- 
happily married.  Believing  himself  a failure. 
Nils  attempts  suicide  but  his  wife  prevents 


him  from  committing  the  act.  Bitterly,  he  con- 
tinues to  reproach  and  taunt  her,  until  finally 
she  turns  to  the  friendship  which  turns  to  love 
of  John  Loder,  young  doctor,  whom  she  has 
met  in  her  work.  Loder  confides  his  feelings 
about  Jane  to  his  attractive  assistant,  Karen 
Morley,  who  pretends  interest,  but  is  really 
jealous.  In  the  ensuing  action,  Nils  is  found 
murdered,  and  seeing  her  chance,  Karen  be- 
comes friendly  with  the  detective,  throws 
suspicion  on  Jane  who  is  finally  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  20  years.  Before  she  leaves 
Loder  marries  her  and  swears  he'll  get  the 
real  murderer.  He  does — and  Jane  is  sub- 
sequently freed. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Colonel  Effingham's  Raid 

CAST:  Charles  Coburn,  Joan  Bennett,  William  Eythe, 
Elizabeth  Patterson,  Cora  Witherspoon,  Alan  Joslyn,  Frank 
Craven.  PRODUCER:  Lamarr  Trotti.  DIRECTOR:  Irving 
Pichel.  ORIGINAL:  Barry  Fleming.  SCREENPLAY:  Lamarr 
Trotti. 

Veteran  of  many  wars,  Col.  Effingham 
(Charles  Coburn)  returns  to  his  hometown, 
retired,  but  still  a fighter.  He's  taken  aback 
by  the  apathetic  attitude  of  his  young  rela- 
tive, William  Eythe,  reporter.  But  the  pa- 
per's spirited  society  editor,  Joan  Bennett,  is 
his  staunch  supporter  when  Coburn  takes 
over  a column  and  starts  a poison  pen  cam- 
paign against  local  grafters  who  comprise  a 
political  machine.  Inspired  by  the  old  man's 
gumption,  Bill  joins  the  service  and  wins  the 
colonel's  admiration  and  Joan's  love.  Further, 
Bill  goes  into  action  at  the  depot  where  a 
sendoff  is  being  staged  for  his  departing 
outfit. 

Universal 

Easy  to  Look  At 

CAST:  Gloria  Jean,  Kirby  Gram,  J.  Edward  Bromberg, 
Eric  Blore,  George  Dolenz,  Mildred  Law.  PRODUCER:  Henry 
Blankfort.  DIRECTOR:  Ford  Beebe.  ORIGINAL:  Not  set. 
SCREENPLAY:  Not  set. 

Gloria  Jean,  seeking  a dress  designer's  po- 
sition, lands  a stock  clerk  job  in  Kirby  Grant's 
establishment.  She  becomes  friendly  with 
J.  Edward  Bromberg,  one-time  dress  designer, 
and  now  night  watchman,  and  together  they 
create  some  lovely  garments  after  hours. 
When  Eric  Blore,  theatrical  producer,  comes 
in  to  select  costumes  for  his  new  show  he 
chooses  Gloria's  creations,  whereupon  the 
head  designer  quits  in  a huff  and  Gloria 
gets  his  job.  She  and  Kirby  become  roman- 
tically involved,  but  when  the  young  artiste 
sells  a couple  of  her  ideas  to  a competitor, 
Grant  becomes  enraged  and  fires  her.  Re- 
penting later  he  seeks  the  night  watchman's 
aid  in  locating  Gloria,  and  Bromberg  brings 
them  together  at  the  opening  of  Blore's  show. 

Warner  Bros. 

Pillar  to  Post 

CAST:  Ida  Lupino,  Sydney  Greenstreet,  William  Prince, 
Stuart  Erwin,  John  Mitchell,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Barbara  Brown. 
PRODUCER:  Alex  Gottlieb.  DIRECTOR:  Vincent  Sherman. 
ORIGINAL:  Stage  play  by  Rose  Simon  Kohn.  SCREENPLAY: 
Charles  Hoffman. 

Ida  Lupino,  traveling  saleswoman,  induces 
Army  Lieut.  William  Prince,  whom  she  meets 
at  a USO  Travelers'  Aid,  to  pose  as  her  hus- 
band so  she  can  rent  a room  in  the  crowded 
boom  town.  The  "newlyweds"  are  trapped 
when  they  meet  Commanding  Officer  Sydney 
Greenstreet  who  insists  on  escorting  the 
young  couple  to  their  room  in  the  autocourt 
where  he  himself  is  staying.  During  the  long 
night,  while  Ida  and  Bill  argue  over  the  one 
bed,  Army  Capt.  Stuart  Erwin's  wife  gives 
birth  to  quads;  a bevy  of  inquisitive  army 
wives  barge  in  and  out,  followed  by  a me- 
andering negro  porter;  Bill's  mama  arrives, 
and  several  other  zany  events  ensue.  The 
couple  decide  to  have  a "fight"  in  order  to 
get  a "divorce,"  but  busybody  Greenstreet 
overhears  them  and  commands  that  they  kiss 
and  make  up.  Ida  and  Bill  agree  to  make  the 
"marriage"  legal. 


BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser  : : Jan.  27,  1945 


9 


SHORTS  REVIEWS 


Opinions  on  the  Current  Short  Subjetts 


Mouse  Trouble 

M-G-M  (M-G-M  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Good.  Tom  and  Jerry  are  at  it  againl  Tom 
Cat  reads  a book  on  "How  to  Catch  a 
Mouse,"  and  tries  the  examples  cited  on 
the  wily  mouse.  Jerry  Mouse  isn't  gullible, 
however,  and  turns  the  tables  on  his  tor- 
menter.  This  is  one  of  the  better  releases 
of  the  series  and  should  fit  perfectly  well 
into  a spot  where  comedy  and  snappy  pace 
is  required. 

Wandering  Here  and  There 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  9 Mins. 

Very  good.  Subject  matter  of  this  short 
holds  unusual  interest.  Gorgeous  color  pho- 
tography adds  to  its  entertainment  value. 
The  footage  takes  the  onlooker  on  a tour  of 
Mark  Twain's  birthplace  at  Hannibal,  Mo., 
where  many  of  the  places  immortalized  in 
his  books  are  shown.  Also  seen  are  Bing- 
ham Canyon  copper  mine  in  Utah  and  Ar- 
lington National  Cemetery,  and  the  Tomb 
of  the  Unknown  Soldier. 

Report  From  the  Philippines 

(News  Forum) 

Newsreel  Distributors,  Inc.  10  Mins. 

Timely.  This  reel  features  Brig.  Gen.  Carlos 
P.  Romulo,  last  man  to  escape  from  Bataan, 
and  shows  him  returning  with  Gen.  Douglas 
MacArthur  on  D-Day  at  Leyte.  Containing  in- 
vasion footage  hitherto  restricted  in  this 
country,  the  most  effective  shots  are  those 
showing  the  Japanese  16th  Division  ("Tortur- 
ers of  Bataan")  virtually  wiped  out  by  Ameri- 
can shellfire.  General  Romulo's  running  com- 
mentary tells  graphically  the  inspiring  story 
of  civilian  resistance  in  Leyte  from  its  spon- 
taneous birth  to  its  climax  as  one  of  the 
best-trained  guerilla  movements  in  the  world. 
The  change-over  from  military  to  civil  govern- 
ment in  Leyte  without  such  excesses  as  riot- 
ing, personal  attacks  on  suspected  Quislings, 
or  even  hair-clipping  of  known  collabora- 
tionists, is  an  indication  of  the  dignity  and 
discipline  of  the  Philippine  underground. 

Blue  Winners 

Para  (Grantland  Rice's  Sportlights)  9 Mins. 

Excellent.  Here  is  a sensationally-photo- 
graphed subject  of  interest  to  the  majority  of 
theatregoers.  Every  American  fond  of  swim- 
ming will  become  absorbed  in  this  reel  show- 
ing how  Bob  Kiphuth,  Yale  aquatic  coach, 
has  made  Eli's  team  supreme.  Brilliantly- 
angled  tank  and  gymnasium  shots  of  teams 
as  well  as  individuals  are  extremely  im- 
pressive. Swimming  at  Yale  is  a must,  a 
major  sport,  the  fundamentals  of  which  every 
student  must  master  before  he  may  graduate. 
Especially  interesting  is  the  last  sequence, 
comprising  above-water  and  under-water 
slow-motion  shots  of  Alan  Ford,  world  cham- 
pion speed  swimmer,  in  action. 

Popular  Science 

Para  (J  4-3)  10  Mins. 

Very  good.  Treated  with  humor  and  dig- 
nity, in  character  with  each  of  its  respective 
sequences,  this  Technicolor  short  produced 
by  Jerry  Fairbanks  and  dialogued  by  Walter 
Anthony  maintains  the  excellence  distin- 
guishing the  entire  series.  The  opening  se- 
quence shows  briefly  but  entertainingly  some 
of  the  phases  of  latex  manufacture  and  its 
place  in  the  postwar  scheme.  Follows  a 
series  of  shots  showing  a peach  de-fuzzer. 


a Goldbergian  device  that  succeeds  in  mak- 
ing Georgia's  most  famous  commodity  even 
more  palatable.  Last,  and  far  from  least,  is 
the  sequence  devoted  to  the  Second  air  force 
at  Pueblo,  where  graduate  fliers  from  all 
over  the  U.S.  take  graduate  honors  in  the 
science  of  heavy  bombardment. 

Dog  Watch 

RKO  (Walt  Disney)  7 Mins. 

Good.  Pluto,  sailor  hat  and  all,  is  a gob 
on  a merchant  vessel  assigned  to  guard  the 
ship  during  the  night.  His  peace  of  mind  is 
disturbed  by  a mischievous  rat  who  comes 
abroad  in  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning, 
partakes  of  the  ship's  victuals  and  generally 
makes  life  miserable  for  Pluto.  The  slow- 
witted  canine  gets  even  with  him  in  the  end 
as  the  rodent  escapes  from  the  ship  by  snap- 
ping the  hawser  on  which  the  rat  is  escaping. 

The  Volunteer 

RKO  (British  Min.  of  Info.)  21  Mins. 

Fair.  Britain's  transformation  of  raw  ma- 
terial into  trained  personnel  for  the  royal 
fleet  air  arm  is  depicted  in  this  featurette 
produced  by  the  British  Ministry  of  Informa- 
tion and  released  in  the  U.S.  by  RKO.  Ralph 
Richardson,  British  actor,  is  seen  in  the  foot- 
age, as  is  Pat  McGrath.  The  film  is  climaxed 
by  a sky  battle  against  enemy  planes. 

Alaskan  Grandeur 

20th-Fox  (Movietone  Adventure)  8 Mins. 

Good.  This  is  an  interesting  reel  made  by 
Father  Hubbard,  known  as  the  glacier  priest. 
Though  not  as  good  as  Technicolor,  much  of 
the  rugged  beauty  and  cold  majesty  of  the 
country  have  been  captured  in  cinecolor.  The 
breakup  of  a mountainous  glacier  in  the 
ebbing  tide  makes  for  an  exciting  sequence. 

Nova  Scotia 

20th-Fox  (Ed  Thorgersen — Sports)  8 Mins. 

Absorbing.  First  part  of  the  reel  is  devoted 
to  the  music,  dances,  songs  and  traditions  of 
the  descendants  of  the  hardy  folk  who  live 
in  Canada's  most  easterly  province.  The 
Highland  Fling,  the  sword  dance  and  the  bag- 
pipe players  make  colorful  material.  Shown 
also  is  the  sport  of  deep  sea  fishing  for  blue- 
fin  tuna,  which  can  offer  any  sportsman  a 
rugged  fight  before  giving  up. 

What's  Your  Name? 

20th-Fox  (WAC)  91/2  Mins. 

Topical.  This  reel  was  produced  to  im- 
press the  war  worker  with  his  share  in  the 
responsibility  for  a more  speedy  conclusion 
to  the  war.  His  life  at  the  production  front 
is  compared  with  the  stark  existence  of  the 
soldier  at  the  battle  front.  The  production- 
soldier  is  urged  to  stick  to  his  old  war  job 
or,  if  he  is  not  employed  in  a war  industry, 
to  secure  a defense  job  at  once.  Washing- 
ton's insistence  on  an  immediate  200  per  cent 
increase  in  war  production  obligates  every 
patriotic  showman  to  exhibit  this  excellent 
reel  at  once. 

Pledge  to  Bataan 

WB  (Technicolor  Special)  20  Mins. 

Superior.  The  headlines  of  the  day  in  the 
military  campaign  in  the  Philippines  makes 
this  short  on  Bataan  a natural  for  exhibitors 
everywhere.  It  is  a quality  job  of  short- 
subject  making,  and  much  credit  is  due  Gor- 
don Hollingshead,  the  producer,  for  the  con- 
ception and  execution  of  the  short.  A brief 


IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Movietone  News,  No.  40:  Battle  of  Philippines; 
army's  new  transport  planes;  queen  of  Chicago  press 
photographers;  facts  about  income  tax;  furloughs  for 
heroes. 

News  of  the  Day.  No.  238:  Latest  Philippine  war 
films;  invasion  of  Mindoro;  battle  of  Ormoc;  1,300 
wounded  heroes  home  on  leave  from  battle  fronts; 
income  tax  notice;  miracle  drug  saves  life  of  prize 
bull;  first  bathing  beauty  parade  of  year. 

Paramount  News,  No.  41:  For  1,300  heroes  home; 
taxpayers  attention;  headline  animals;  Philippines — 
road  to  Manila. 

Pathe  News,  No.  43:  Combat  veterans  return  to 
U.S.;  explain  income  tax  return;  Yanks  storm  Ot- 
moc,  Mindoro. 

Universal  News,  No.  364:  MacArthur  closes  in  on 
Manila;  heroes  return;  income  tax  return  due; 
photographers  sure  can  pick  'em;  new  super  trans- 
port for  army. 

• 

Movietone  News.  No.  41:  Russians  capture  War- 
saw; Allies  smash  Japs  in  Burma;  General  Weather 
takes  hand  in  war;  coast  guard  on  job;  March  of 
Dimes. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  239:  Chinese  turn  tide  in 
Burma;  winter  holds  U.S.  5th  army  in  icy  grip  on 
Italian  front;  American  carrier  rides  out  furious 
typhoon  in  Pacific;  liberty  ship  named  for  Alfred  E. 
Smith;  coast  guard  ice-breaker  opens  way  for  war 
traffic;  U.S.  opens  school  for  Jap  children  on  Tinian; 
Margaret  O'Brien  of  M-G-M  in  March  of  Dimes  ap- 
peal; no  cigaret  shortage  on  Guam. 

Paramount  News,  No.  42:  Weather  report;  ice- 
breaking ship  in  Great  Lakes;  ill  winds  north,  south; 
war  and  weather;  medal  for  Bob  Hope;  cigarets — 
civilian  outlook  gloomier;  road  to  Mandalay  1945. 

Pathe  News,  No.  44:  Chinese  troops  win  key  Jap 
Burma  base;  carrier  battles  tropic  typhoon;  breaker 
clears  Great  Lakes  ice;  Sonja  Henie  dances  in  ice 
show;  Poles  find  home  in  New  Zealand;  Yanks  face 
snow,  ice,  in  Italy;  caravan  recruits  shipyard  labor. 

Universal  News,  No.  365:  Japs  routed  in  Burma; 
war  in  Italy  bows  to  ice;  celebrities  launch  March 
of  Dimes;  Polish  kids  welcomed  in  New  Zealand; 
war  industry  gets  help;  ice-crusher  opens  lake;  1945 
golden  gloves. 

• 

All-American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  118:  Horace  Cay- 
ton's  new  book;  police  boys  club  celebrates  anni- 
versary; Mrs  Roosevelt  and  Sgt.  Joe  Louis  open 
March  of  Dimes  drive;  Provident  Hospital  leads  in 
dermatology;  Jersey  arsenal;  woman  union  worker 
off  to  survey  Britain;  Nigerians  in  action  in  Burma. 


history  of  the  Filipinos  is  portrayed,  includ- 
ing the  activities  of  the  people,  the  great 
natural  wealth  of  the  islands,  and  the  in- 
estimable value  of  their  guerrillas  to  our 
military  strategy,  after  the  invasion  by  the 
Japs.  Shots  of  the  late  and  revered  Manuel 
Quezon,  first  president  of  the  islands,  and 
General  MacArthur  highlight  the  subject.  The 
short  ends  with  actual  fighting  scenes  on 
Bataan,  and  the  landing  of  American  troops, 
signalizing  the  coming  liberation  of  the 
Philippines. 

Rhythm  of  the  Rhumba 

WB  (Melody  Masters)  10  Mins. 

Lively.  The  infectious  rhythm  of  the  rhumba, 
which  has  caught  on  in  this  country,  is  the 
basis  for  this  tuneful  short.  The  music  is 
performed  expertly  by  Chuy  Reyes  and  his 
orchestra,  and  specialty  turns  are  offered  by 
the  Cuban  Diamonds,  three  masters  of  the 
dance;  Chinita,  a songstress  of  talent  and 
vivacity,  and  Antonio  Triana  and  Lola 
Montez,  another  sparkling  dance  team.  The 
short  has  the  bounce  and  verve  of  the  tricky 
rhumba  rhythm. 

Brought  to  Action 

WAC-UA-M-G-M  22  Mins. 

(U.S.  Army-Navy  Special) 

Every  exhibitor  who  gets  a chance  to  play 
this  picture  should  grab  it  without  hesitation. 
UA  is  distributing  it,  except  in  Des  Moines, 
Memphis,  Oklahoma  City  and  Portland,  Ore., 
where  M-G-M  will  handle  it.  It  is  really 
magnificent,  with  animations  to  explain  the 
strategy  of  the  naval  battle  in  the  Sulu  Sea 
after  the  Leyte  landing.  Some  of  the  footage 
was  captured  from  the  Japanese.  Ships  blow 
up  and  sink,  planes  explode;  some  of  the 
photography  is  from  the  air  and  some  from 
shipboard,  with  land  shots  contributed  by 
the  army  cameraman.  Pictorially  it  cannot 
be  beaten.  The  drama  is  inspiring. 
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First,  Second,  Third 
and  Fourth  Quarters 


1944 


REVIEWS 
January 
Thru  December 


P.  G.  Page 

Lumberjack  521 

Mystery  Man  543 

Hiders  of  the  Deadline 499 

Since  You  Went  Away 552 

Song  of  the  Open  Road 529 

Summer  Storm  535 


P.  G.  Page 

Texas  Masquerade  506 

Three  Is  a Family 585 

Three  Russian  Girls 496 

Tomorrow  the  World 591 

Up  in  Mabel's  Room, 517 

Voice  in  the  Wind 513 


Universal 


Ali  Baba  and  the  Forty  Thieves.,499 

Allergic  to  Love 529 

Babes  on  Swing  Street 572 

Bowery  to  Broadway 578 

Can't  Help  Singing ,. 589 

Chip  Off  the  Old  Block. 510 

Christmas  Holiday  542 

Climax,  The  ....571 

Cobra  Woman  _. 530 

Dead  Man's  Eyes 569 

Destiny  587 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  585 

Follow  the  Boys 520 

Ghost  Catchers  540 

Gypsy  Wildcat  556 

Hat  Check  Honey 513 

Her  Primitive  Man 521 

Hi  Beautiful  594 

Hi  Good-Lookin'  516 

House  of  Frankenstein  593 

In  Society  558 

Invisible  Man's  Revenge,  The  . . 537 

Jungle  Woman  535 

Ladies  Courageous  517 


Merry  Monahans,  The 559 

Moon  Over  Las  Vegas 524 

Moonlight  and  Cactus 559 

Mummy's  Ghost,  The 531 

Murder  in  the  Blue  Room. 583 

My  Gal  Loves  Music 586 

Night  Club  Girl 594 

Pardon  My  Rhythm 530 

Pearl  of  Death,  The 561 

Phantom  Lady  503 

Reckless  Age  : 566 

San  Diego,  I Love  You 566 

Scarlet  Claw,  The 529 

Sing  a Jingle 495 

Singing  Sheriff,  The 570 

Slightly  Terrific  528 

South  of  Dixie  536 

Spider  Woman  ..... 500 

Suspect,  The  594 


This  Is  the  Life 

Weekend  Pass  

Twilight  on  the  Prairie- 


Adventures  of  Mark  Twain.  The..530 

Arsenic  and  Old  Lace 562 

Between  Two  Worlds 531 

Conspirators,  The  _574 

Crime  by  Night 553 

Doughgirls.  The  561 

Hollywood  Canteen  588 

In  Our  Time 504 

Janie  .551 


Warner  Bros. 

Last  Ride,  The 

Make  Your  Own  Bed 

Mask  of  Dimitrios,  The 

Mr.  Skeffington  ....536 

Passage  to  Marseille  509 

Shine  On  Harvest  Moon 515 

To  Have  and  Have  Not 574 

Uncertain  Glory  523 

Very  Thought  of  You,  The 573 


Miscellaneous 


Adventure  in  Bokhara  (Artkino)..563 
Adventure  in  Music  (Crystal 

Pictures)  517 

Courageous  Mr.  Penn  (Hoff- 

berg)  * 499 

1812  (Artldno)  571 

Heroes  Are  Made  (Artkino) 524 

No  Greater  Love  (Artkino) 513 

Norway  Replies!  (Hoffberg) 517 

One  Inch  From  Victory  (Scoop 
Pictures)  532 


People's  Avengers  (Artkino) 546 

Rainbow,  The  (Artkino) 580 

Secret  Mission  (English  Films, 

Inc.)  , 564 

Taxi  to  Heaven  (Artkino) 547 

They  Met  in  Moscow  (Artkino)....541 
Thunder  Rock  (English  Films, 

Inc.)  570 

Ukraine  in  Flames  (Artkino) 523 

What  Price  Italy  (Amco) 541 
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REVIEWS 
January 
Thru  December 


P.  G.  Page 

Address  Unknown  ...  526 

Carolina  Blues  - — 571 

Cover  Girl  514 

Cowboy  in  the  Clouds 506 

Cry  of  the  Werewolf 560 

Cyclone  Prairie  Rangers 583 

Dancing  in  Manhattan. 594 

Ever  Since  Venus. — 567 

Heat's  On,  The 498 

Impatient  Years,  The — 559 

Jam  Session  - 550 

Louisiana  Hayride 549 

Mark  of  the  Whistler,  The 574 

Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks 575 

Missing  Juror,  The 584 

Mr.  Winkle  Goes  to  War 547 

None  Shall  Escape 502 


Columbia 

P.  G.  Page 

Once  Upon  a Time 525 

Riding  West  - - 579 

Saddle  Leather  Law 593 

Secret  Command  — .....537 

Sergeant  Mike  - —.584 

Shadows  in  the  Night 575 

She’s  a Soldier  Too 551 

She's  a Sweetheart 587 

Soul  of  a Monster,  The ....559 

Strange  Affair  573 

Sundown  Valley  553 

Tahiti  Nights  593 

Together  Again  581 

U-Boat  Prisoner  549 

Underground  Guerrillas  556 

Unwritten  Code,  The 582 

Whistler,  The  550 


American  Romance,  An 546 

Andy  Hardy's  Blonde  Trouble. ...521 

Barbary  Coast  Gent 553 

Bathing  Beauty  537 

Blonde  Fever  586 

Broadway  Rhythm  500 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis 582 

Meet  the  People 522 

Mrs.  Parkington  *...568 

Music  for  Millions - 590 

National  Velvet  -.590 

Nothing  But  Trouble — 585 

Rationing  - -...504 

See  Here,  Private  Hargrove 510 

Seventh  Cross,  The 552 

Song  of  Russia. 497 

Thin  Man  Goes  Home,  The 587 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 584 

Three  Men  in  White 529 

Tunisian  Victory  515 

Two  Girls  and  a Sailor 528 

Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair 556  White  Cliffs  of  Dover,  The 516 

Monogram 


501 

_ 538 

..530 

Dragon  Seed  

550 

.504 

532 

..539 

Gentle  Annie  

591 

.521 

496 

Heavenly  Body,  The 

498 

Kismet  

560 

.567 

561 

.534 

585 

.540 

Maisie  Goes  to  Reno 

555 

Alaska  - - 573 

Are  These  Our  Parents? 544 

Arizona  Whirlwind  524 

Army  Wives  589 

Black  Magic  - - 565 

Block  Busters  557 

Call  of  the  Jungle 564 

Charlie  Chan  in  the  Chinese 

Cat  — — 523 

Charlie  Chan  in  the  Secret 

Service  502 

Death  Valley  Rangers 505 

Detective  Kitty  O'Day 520 

Enemy  of  Women 561 

Follow  the  Leader ...  544 

Hot  Rhythm  513 


Johnny  Doesn't  Live  Here 

Any  More  :..533 

Lady,  Let's  Dance 504 

Law  Men  546 

Leave  It  to  the  Irish. 569 

Marked  Trails  580 

Million  Dollar  Kid 511 

Oh,  What  a Night 558 

Outlaw  Trail  537 

Partners  of  the  Trail. 531 

Raiders  of  the  Border 510 

Range  Law  563 

Return  of  the  Ape  Man 548 

Shadow  of  Suspicion 575 

Smart  Guy  495 

Sonora  Stagecoach  564 
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P.  G.  Page 

Sweethearts  of  the  U.  S.  A. 514 

Texas  Kid.  The 505 

They  Shall  Have  Faith. 589 

P.  G.  Page 

WAVE,  a Wac  and  a Marine,  A_553 

West  of  the  Rio  Grande —580 

Voodoo  Man  509 

When  Strangers  Marry 557 

Paramount 


And  Now  Tomorrow. 575 

And  the  Angels  Sing 527 

Dangerous  Passage  591 

Dark  Mountain  5GS 

Double  Exposure  592 

Double  Indemnity  528 

Frenchman's  Creek  . 568 

Gambler's  Choice  528 

Going  My  Way 511 

Great  Moment,  The 541 

Hail  the  Conquering  Hero —.541 

Henry  Aldrich,  Boy  Scout _...497 

Henry  Aldrich  Plays  Cupid_ 527 

Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret 542 

Here  Come  the  WAVES 591 

Hitler  Gang,  The 525 

Hour  Before  the  Dawn,  The 511 

I Love  a Soldier 539 

Lady  in  the  Dark 507 


Man  in  Hall  Moon  Street,  The  . . 578 

Memphis  Belle,  The. 518 

Ministry  of  Fear 576 

Miracle  of  Morgan's  Creek,  The..499 

National  Barn  Dance 5S5 

Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and 

Gay  562 

Navy  Way,  The. 512 

One  Body  Too  Many. 577 

Practically  Yours  592 

Rainbow  Island  565 

Sign  of  the  Cross,  The 560 

Standing  Room  Only 497 

Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,  The 526 

Take  It  Big 539 

Till  We  Meet  Again 565 

Timber  Queen  500 

Uninvited,  The  498 

You  Can't  Ration  Love 512 


PRC  Pictures 


Amazing  Mr.  Forrest,  The —.545 

Blazing  Frontier  523 

Bluebeard  —.578 

Boss  of  Rawhide 569 

Cattle  Stampede  501 

Contender,  The  ... 531 

Death  Rides  the  Plains. 500 

Delinquent  Daughters  547 

Devil  Riders  507 

Dixie  Jamboree  548 

Drifter,  The  -.540 

Fighting  Valley  -.495 

Frontier  Outlaws  564 

Gangsters  of  the  Frontier 570 

Great  Mike,  The  _ 566 

Gunsmoke  Mesa  547 

I Accuse  My  Parents 577 

I'm  From  Arkansas 579 

Lady  in  the  Death  House —.520 


Law  of  the  Saddle 548 

Machine  Gun  Mama 558 

Men  on  Her  Mind 506 

Minstrel  Man  543 

Monster  Maker,  The 519 

Nabonga  - 514 

Raiders  of  Red  Gap 532 

Rustler's  Hideout  581 

Seven  Doors  to  Death — 557 

Shake  Hands  With  Murder 545 

Suspected  Person  502 

Swing  Hostess  582 

Thundering  Gun  Slingers 572 

Town  Went  Wild,  The 581 

Trail  of  Terror - 520 

Valley  of  Vengeance 563 

Waterfront  534 


When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again.  .570 


RKO  Radio 


Action  in  Arabia 509 

Attack  - 542 

Belle  of  the  Yukon 586 

Bride  by  Mistake - 552 

Casanova  Brown  554 

Coastal  Command  —527 

Curse  ol  the  Cat  People — 51C 

Days  of  Glory — 526 


Escape  to  Danger 506 

Experiment  Perilous  - 587 

Falcon  in  Hollywood,  The 588 

Falcon  in  Mexico,  The 554 

Falcon  Out  West,  The - 514 

Farewell,  My  Lovely  (retitled 

Murder,  My  Sweet) 588 

Gildexsleeve's  Ghost  - 544 


P.  G.  Page 


Girl  Rush  577 

Goin'  to  Town - 571 

Goyescas  536 

Heavenly  Days  551 

Mademoiselle  Fifi  551 

Marine  Raiders  —543 

Master  Race,  The 567 

Music  in  Manhattan 552 

My  Pal  Wolf.— 568 

Nevada  . 590 

Night  of  Adventure,  A. 538 

None  But  the  Lonely  Heart 572 

Passport  to  Adventure 505 

Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The 576 


P.  G.  Page 


Sensations  of  1945 544 

Seven  Days  Ashore —525 

Show  Business  526 

Snow  White  and  the  Seven 

Dwarfs  516 

Step  Lively  545 

Tall  in  the  Saddle 572 

Tender  Comrade  - 497 

Three  Caballeros,  The 590 

Up  in  Arms 508 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The. 574 

Yellow  Canary  — 524 

Youth  Runs  Wild 546 


Republic 


Atlantic  City  555 

Beneath  Western  Skies 540 

Brazil  —577 

California  Joe  _ 518 

Canyon  City  496 

/ 

Casanova  in  Burlesque 505 

Cowboy  and  the  Senorita. 522 

Faces  in  the  Fog .. 578 

Fighting  SeaBees,  The. 502 

Goodnight  Sweetheart  539 

Jamboree  - 522 

Lady  and  the  Monster,  The 519 

Lake  Placid  Serenade 593 

Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe 581 

Man  From  Frisco - 532 

My  Best  Gal 515 


My  Buddy  576 

Outlaws  of  Santa  Fe 555 

Overland  Mail  Robbery - „496 

Port  of  Forty  Thieves,  The — 545 

Pride  of  the  Plains..... 512 

Rosie  the  Riveter - 519 

San  Fernando  Valley 562 

Secrets  of  Scotland  Yard. — 543 

Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing 558 

Song  of  Nevada 542 

Storm  Over  Lisbon - 562 

That's  My  Baby 569 

Three  Little  Sisters ....554 

Trocadero  522 

Tucson  Raiders  * 538 

Yellow  Rose  of  Texas,  The 534 


20th  Century-Fox 


Bermuda  Mystery  ..._ 527 

Big  Noise,  The 568 

Buffalo  Bill  515 

Candlelight  in  Algeria. 538 

Dangerous  Journey  557 

Eve  of  St.  Mark,  The 534 

Four  Jills  in  a Jeep 516 

Greenwich  Village  555 

Home  in  Indiana 536 

In  the  Meantime,  Darling 567 

Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling 573 

Jane  Eyre  503 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom,  The ....592 

Ladies  of  Washington- 533 

Laura  - 576 


Lifeboat  - 501 

Lodger,  The  498 

Pin  Up  Girl - 525 

Purple  Heart,  The - -512 

Roger  Touhy,  Gangster 535 

Something  for  the  Boys 582 

Sullivans,  The  508 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier 588 

Sweet  and  Lowdown 554 

Take  It  or  Leave  It 548 

Tampico  519 

Uncensored  503 

Wilson  : - 556 

Wing  and  a Prayer 549 

Winged  Victory  586 


United 


Abroad  With  Two  Yanks —550 

Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey,  The 507 

Dark  Waters  583 

Forty  Thieves  549 

Guest  in  the  House 589 


Artists 

Hairy  Ape,  The 533 

I'll  Be  Seeing  You 592 

Impostor,  The  -. 508 

It  Happened  Tomorrow 518 

Knickerbocker  Holiday  511 
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The  Industry's  Market  Plate  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


CLEARING  HOUSE 


• Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance 


Minimum  S1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT-USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUIL , 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simple) 
single  becring,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $200— 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $30G — PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifiers 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up— 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  eacn- 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

ONE  3 U 46C  WESTERN  ELECTRIC  SOUND  SYS- 
TEM,  modernized  for  mirrophonic  reproduction;  Two 
Powers  projectors,  complete;  Two  Simplex  heads, 
rear  shutters,  complete;  Two  Preddy  reflecting  arc 
lamps;  Two  Motiograph  reflecting  arc  lamps;  Two 
50  volt,  35  ampere  motor  generators  with  control 
panels.  All  equipment  in  Denver  warehouses.  Ad- 
dress GIBRALTAR  ENTERPRISES,  INC.,  810  Fourteenth 
St.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

DEVRY  XNORA  PROJECTOR  motor — practically 
new.  Also  a few  new  spare  parts.  COLEMAN 
THEATRE,  Coleman,  Wis. 

SERVICING  DATA:  All  equipments,  $3  per  year. 
WESLEY  TROUT,  Engineer,  575,  Enid,  Okla. 

FIDELITY  AMPLIFIER  and  speaker;  also  pair  Cina- 
phor  lenses  for  Holmes  educators.  THEATRE,  May- 
nard, Minn. 

PAIR  AUTOMATIC  FEED  PEERLESS  low  intensity 
arcs  with  lOt/j-inch  reflectors,  perfect  condition. 
Pair  National  115  VAC  20  to  30  amp  rectifiers,  fac- 
tory rebuilt.  Pair  Matched  Ross  No.  two  41/4-inch  EF 
projection  lenses.  One  Simplex  head  complete.  One 
Mazda  lamphouse  for  Powers  220V-30V-30A  trans- 
former, and  12  bulbs.  One  large  booth  spotlight, 
1,000  watt  type,  with  stand.  Pair  Pennsylvania  ap- 
proved fire  dousers  for  Simplex.  Two  Powers  6A 
heads.  Write  for  prices.  MUNICIPAL  THEATRE,  Mill- 
heim.  Pa. 

“TWO  STRONG  STANDARD  LAMPS.  Completely 

overhauled,  perfect  running  condition.  Two  G.E 
30  amp  1 10V  rectifiers,  less  tubes — $300.  GEORGE 
SMEI.SINGER,  315  Stanley  St.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

WE  HAVE  JUST  DISMANTLED  A THREE  HUNDRED 
SEAT  THEATRE  and  have  the  following  items  for 
sale:  Two  Motiograph  De  Luxe  projectors,  with 
Motiograph  sound  complete,  reflecting  arc  lamps 
and  generator — $975.  One  New  York  blower  com- 
plete with  motor  and  drive — $200.  265  theatre  chairs, 
box  spring  seats  and  insert  panel  backs,  each — 
$3.25.  Two  5-compartment  film  cabinets  for  2,000  foot 
reels,  each — $12.50.  One  6 foot  upright  sign,  reading 
"COZY"  with  neon  letters  and  neon  border — $60 
One  National  cash  register  ticket  printing  and  sell- 
ing machine — $40.  We  also  have  one  pair  of  Strong 
low  intensity  reflecting  arc  lamps,  in  very  fine  con- 
dition, with  large  reflectors  and  complete  with  30 
ampere  rectifiers  at  $335.  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  & 
SUPPLY  CO.,  641  N.  Seventh  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

1,000  WATT  ELECTRIC  HEATERS,  $7.95;  Roth 
Actodector  Suprex  generators,  rebuilt,  $397.50; 
Forest  Twin  65  Copper  Oxide  rectifier,  as  is,  $150; 
Brass  2l/2  gallon  fire  extinguishers,  rebuilt,  $19.50; 
Heavy  duty  vacuum  cleaner,  $150;  Brandt  coin 
changers,  cashier  delivery,  $75;  Side  delivery,  $95; 
Low  intensity  arc  lamps,  $75;  Simplex  rebuilt  com- 
plete sound  projection  outfits  available,  ready  for 
showing,  $1,500.  Send  for  winter  bulletin.  S.O.S 
CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 

COMPLETE  PROJECTION  EQUIPMENT  consisting 

of — Two  Powers  6B  projectors  and  bases;  two  Strong 
Junior  arc  lamps  and  rectifiers;  one  Ultraphone  De 
Luxe  sound  system  with  spare  amplifier.  All  in 
good  operating  condition — $850.  Write  or  call  CEN- 
TRAL STATES  THEATRES,  800  Paramount  Bldg.,  Des 
Moines,  la.  Phone  4-1104. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 

STUDIO  RECORDING  EQUIPMENT,  ABSOLUTELY 
COMPLETE,  Noiseless  recorder,  spare  galvanometer, 
2 magazines,  console  amplifier,  4 mixers,  equalizers, 
2 RCA  microphones,  power  supply,  rack,  cables, 
etc.  Worth  $10,000.  See  it  here,  $6,445;  Variray 
galvanometer,  noiseless  recording  shutter  for  16mm 
or  35mm  optical  system  transformer  and  blueprints 
for  mounting,  $995;  complete  sound  recording  truck, 
worth  $15,000,  bargain  at  $7,975.  Send  for  listings. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


RCA  PHOTOPHONE  30  WATT  COMPLETE  PA  SYS- 

TEM, consisting  army  surplus  amplifier,  crystal  band 
microphone,  cable,  tubes,  PM  speaker,  $125;  Loud- 
speakers, used,  $6.75  up;  Heavy  12"  Jensen  PM 
loudspeakers,  new,  $29.50;  Soundman's  complete 
testing  outfits,  just  released,  $28.40.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


HELP  WANTED 


500  SEAT  THEATRE  FOR  SALE,  Florida.  Well  es- 
tablished. Year  round.  Ideally  located.  B-2107,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  Citv  1.  Mo 

SMALL  TOWN  THEATRE  west  Texas.  Drawer  B, 
BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas  1,  Texas. 

FOR  SALE— MODERN  THEATRE,  350  seats..  For  in- 
formation  call  in  person  or  write  PRINCESS  THEA- 
TRE, Flemingsburg,  Ky. 

TWO  MONEY  MAKING  SUBURBAN~THEATRES  for 

sale.  Buildings  and  equipment,  $100,000.  Seating 
600  and  800  seats.  Sell  one  or  both.  Located  mid- 
western  city,  500,000  population.  Big  popcorn,  candy 
business.  Can  finance  half.  B-21 14,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  LEASE  theatre  in  southern 
California,  population  2,000  or  over.  All  replies  con- 
fidential. Give  full  particulars.  B-2109,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  RENT  theatre  in  northwest- 
ern town.  Write  4102  VICTORY,  Apt.  2342,  Portland 
17,  Ore. 

WILL  RENT,  LEASE  OR  BUY  on  terms,  small  going 
theatre  in  Indiana.  Give  complete  details  in  first 
letter.  B-2115,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd., 

Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

INTERESTED  IN  PURCHASE  or  lease  of  theatre  in 
small  New  England  town.  Prefer  town  with  no  other 
theatre,  but  will  consider  anything.  All  details  first 
letter.  B-21 11,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.. 

Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


316  REUPHOLSTERED  FULLY  PADDED  BACK,  box 
spring  cushion  chairs,  rebuilt,  $5.95;  565  American 
chairs,  recently  reupholstered,  prewar  quality 
leatherette  seven  ply  panel  backs,  box  spring 
cushions,  $7.50;  700  American  veneer  chairs  three 
ply  backs  and  seats,  reconditioned,  $4.50;  Aisle- 
lites,  $2.97.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 

REBUILT  SOFT  BOX  SPRING  CUSHIONS,  nine 
springs  each,  newly  upholstered  with  dark  green 
army  specification  plastic  coated  leatherette.  Lasts 
for  many  years,  interchangeable  with  any  seat,  $1.75; 
with  metal  bottom  board,  $2.00.  Minimum  order  25, 
no  samples  sent.  Give  seat  size  when  ordering. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steel 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
Tghting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 
S SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7.  Wis 

NEW  35MM  PORTABLE  sound  projectors,  amplifiers. 

Immediate  delivery.  Factory  rebuilt  units,  $390. 
STINSON  PROJECTOR  SALES,  521  S.  Lombard  Ave., 
Oak  Park,  111. 


16MM  SOUND  PROJECTOR  — New.  Available, 
MPM,  72  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City. 

JOHNSON  COINMETERS,  $110;  REAR  SHUTTERS 
for  Simplex,  $77.50;  Rewinders,  $9.95  set;  Pressure 
oilers,  $1.19;  Baby  Spots,  $5.95;  Automaticket  ma- 
chines, OPA  ceiling  prices;  Flashlights,  $1.29;  Re- 
chargeable batteries,  $2.20;  Flameproofed  screen 
masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone  washable  soundscreens, 
30V2C  ft.;  Beaded,  39V2C;  Steel  Core  curtain  cable, 
5/16",  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New 
York  18. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  quanties,  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Haza  New  York  City. 


b I AH  PHOTOS  31/2x51/2  inches.  Real  high-class 
photos  of  any  movie  star,  $25  per  1,000.  Patrons  wil 
rave  about  them.  Remit  with  order.  Free  samples 
3RAM  STUDIO,  306  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City  18 


THEATRE  GAMES  WITH  GREATER  AUDIENC1 
INTEREST.  MORE  THRILLS  and  MORE  SUSPENSE 
BINGO — $1.50  per  thousand  cards  No.  1-75  die-cut 
Buy  direct  from  LOUIS  KESSLER,  NOVELTY  GAME! 
CO.,  1434  Bedford  Ave,,  Brooklyn  16,  N.Y.  Manufac 
turer  and  printer,  servicing  exhibitors  exclusive! 
for  over  12  years.  Various  other  games  available. 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  for  perma 
nent  position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  tor  tnr 
-iaht  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  Citv  Texas 


EXPERT  PROJECTIONIST  WANTED:  This  is  an  un- 
usual opportunity  as  to  both  pay  and  working  con- 
ditions. In  good  big  town  in  Texas.  Could  also 
use  a man  who  can  operate  and  act  as  assistant 
manager.  Give  references  and  family  status,  no 
drifters.  Drawer  A,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood, 
Dallas  1,  Texas. 


WANTED — MANAGER  or  capable  assistant  who 
wants  to  elevate  himself  in  theatre  operation  in 
Tidewater,  Virginia.  Guaranteed  good  salary  with 
future.  State  qualifications.  Write  B-21 17,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST.  Have  worked  for  South  Bend 
and  Dayton  Union  locals.  Single,  deferred.  WIL- 
LIAM KEMP,  Dover,  Ohio. 


INDEPENDENT  PROJECTIONIST— Fifty  years  old, 
22  years  in  one  locality.  No  liquor  or  tobacco.  Want 
lifetime  connection,  preferably  Texas.  LOCK  BOX 
565,  Omaha,  Neb. 


THEATRE  MANAGER— Discharged  War  Veteran, 
married;  12  years  experience.  Now  with  major  cir- 
cuit, desire  small  circuit  connection  in  Indiana. 
Former  newspaper  advertising  manager.  B-21 16, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 


EXPERIENCED  PROJECTIONIST  AT  LIBERTY.  Draft 
exempt.  Sober,  reliable,  references.  M.  S.  CORY, 
1601  Jackson  St.,  Amarillo,  Texas. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  35MM  CAMERA  equipped  with 
single  system  sound  complete.  Details  to  GRIFFITH 
THEATRES,  Delman  Theatre  Bldg.,  Tulsa,  Okla. 


16MM  and  35MM  SOUND  PORTABLES.  ALSO  WHAT 
HAVE  YOU?  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID.  B-21 13,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED:  500  new  or  used  veneer  theatre  seats. 
BOX  506,  Texarkana,  Ark. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS— ADVANCES— A 1 
electric  french  fry  types.  If  you  want  the  very  be^' 
seasoning  for  wet  poppers,  we  have  all  you  cai 
use.  Immediate  shipment.  KARMELKORN  EQUIP- 
MENT, 120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6,  111. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors,  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS, 1116  South  Michiaar..  Chicago  5,  111. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING— Bags— Boxes— Salt— pop- 
corn machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


PROMPT  SERVICE — Special  printed  roll  tickets, 
100,000— $16.40;  10,000— $4.95;  2,000  — $2.50.  Each 
change  in  admission  price,  including  change  in  color, 
$2.00  extra.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000  miles. 
Cash  with  order.  KANSAS  CITY  TICKET  CO.,  Dept. 
9,  1819  Central,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 


BIG  CATALOG — 35mm  S.O.F.  westerns,  gangsters, 
horror  pictures.  Perfect  prints.  Send  for  list — also 
buy  your  prints.  U.S.  FILMS,  Box  117,  Passaic,  N.  J. 


BOXOFFICE  : : January  27,  1945 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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CUTTING  AMAZING  FIGURES  FROM  COAST  TO  COAST! 


Red  Cross  War  Fund  Week — March  15-21 
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The  Gotham  Theatre,  New  York,  pulls 
the  surprise*  of  the  current  season 
with  U.  A/s  amazing  "Mr.  Emmanuel" 
—acclaimed  by  the  critics  as  "one  of 
the  best  pictures  of  the  year"  and 
patronized  by  the  public  with  one 
full  house  after  another  to  a record- 
making third  week! 

*3rd  weekend  topped  both 
the  2nd  and  1st  weekends! 

II 


starring 

FELIX  AYLMER  with  GRETA  GYNT  and  WALTER  RILLA 

From  a novel  by  Louis  Golding  • Directed  by  Harold  French  • Produced  by 
William  Sistrom  • Released  thru  United  Artists 
ATwo  Cities  Films  Production  Made  in  London,  England 
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HOWARD  WAUGH 


THE  COMPANY 


ANDREWS  SISTERS  * JACK  BENNY  • JOE  E.  BROWN  • EDDIE  CANTOR  • KITTY  CARLISLE  * JACK  CARSON  • DANE  CLARK  * JOAN  CRAWFORD  • HELMUT  DANTINE  • BETTE  DAVIS  • FAYE  EMER 
DOLORES  MORAN-DENNIS  MORGAN -ELEANOR  PARKER-JOYCE  REYNOLDS-ROY  ROGERS  & TRIGGER'S.  Z.  ( “CUDDLES”)  SAKALL  - ZACHARY  SCOTT  * ALEXIS  SMITH  - BARBARA  STANWYC 
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OR  FRANCEN  - JOHN  GARFIELD  • SYDNEY  GREENSTREET  • ALAN  HALE  * PAUL  HENREID  * ROBERT  HUTTON  • JOAN  LESLIE  • PETER  LORRE  • IDA  LUPINO  • IRENE  MANNING  * JOAN  M 
I SZIGET1  * DONALD  WOODS ‘JANE  WYMAN -JIMMY  DORSEY  & HIS  BAND -CARMEN  CAVALLARO  & ORCHESTRA -GOLDEN  GATE  QUARTET -ROSARIO  & ANTONIO -SONS  OF  THE 
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N Y.;  Raymond  Levy,  General  Manager.  lames  M. 
Jerauld,  Editor.  A.  J.  Stocker,  Eastern  Representa- 
tive. Telephone  Columbus  5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372. 

Cable  address:  "BOXOFFICE,  New  York." 

Central  Offices:  332  South  Michigan  Blvd.,  Chicago 
4,  111.  J.  Harry  Toler,  Editor  Modern  Theatre  Sec- 
tion. Telephone  WABash  4575. 

Western  Offices:  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood 
28,  Calif.  Ivan  Spear,  Manager.  Telephone  Gladstone 
1186. 

Publication  Offices:  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City 
1,  Mo.  Jesse  Shlyen,  Managing  Editor  (on  leave  to 
the  U.S.  Army);  A.  Jules  Benedic,  Acting  Managing 
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Other  Associated  Publications:  BOXOFFICE  BA- 
ROMETER, BOXOFFICE  PICTURE  GUIDE,  published 
annually.  THE  MODERN  THEATRE,  published 
monthly  as  a section  of  BOXOFFICE. 

ALBANY — 21-23  Walter  Ave.,  M.  Berrigan. 
ATLANTA— 163  Walton,  N.  W.,  P.  H.  Savin. 

BOSTON — Hotel  Statler,  Room  417,  Floyd  L.  Bell, 
Hancock  2000,  extension  244. 

BUFFALO — 20  St.  Margaret's  Court,  Jim  Schrader. 
CHARLOTTE— 216  W.  4th,  Pauline  Griffith. 

CHICAGO — 332  S.  Michigan  Blvd.,  Jonas  Perlberg, 
WABash  4575. 

CINCINNATI— 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky.,  Clara 
Hyde,  Highland  1657. 

CLEVELAND  — 2568  Overlook  Road,  Cleveland 
Heights,,  Elsie  Loeb,  Fairmount  0046. 

DALLAS — 408  S.  Harwood,  V.  W.  Crisp,  Southwest- 
ern editor.  Telephone  Riverside  3553. 

DENVER— 1645  Lafayette,  J.  A.  Rose,  TA  8517. 

DES  MOINES — Register  & Tribune  Bldg.,  Russ  Schoch. 
DETROIT — 710  Film  Exchange  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves. 

Telephones  Randolph  1100;  Night,  Townsend  8-9424. 
HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor,  Gladstone  1186. 

INDIANAPOLIS — Howard  M.  Rudeaux,  Rt.  8,  Box  "VO. 
KANSAS  CITY — 825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Midwest  editor  (on  leave  to  the  army).  A.  > i es 
Benedic,  acting  Midwest  editor,  CHestnut  77? 
MEMPHIS— 707  Spring  St.,  Null  Adams,  Tel.  48-5462. 
MILWAUKEE— Bradley  Bldg.,  633  North  Water  St. 

James  R.  Gahagan,  BRoadway  2362. 
MINNEAPOLIS— Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 

NEW  HAVEN— 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915.  Gertrude 
Pearson,  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS— 214  S.  Liberty  St.,  John  F.  Elzey. 
NEW  YORK  CITY— 9 Rockefeller  Plaza.  Paul  Perez, 
News  Editor. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Robert  Busch,  Uptown  Theatre. 
OMAHA — Lou  Gerdes,  Omaha  World-Herald  Bldg. 
PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia  Record  Bldg.,  Broad 
and  Wood  Sts.,  E.  J.  Hunter. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F.  Klingen- 
smith,  ATlantic  4858. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— 925  N.  W.  19th  St.,  Harold  Donner. 
ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett,  Flan- 
ders 3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Milner  Hotel,  33  W.  2nd  South 
St.,  Viola  B.  Hutton,  3-2776. 

SAN  ANTONIO— 531  North  St.,  L.  J.  B.  Ketner. 

SAN  FRANCISCO— 25  Taylor  St.,  Gail  Lipman, 
ORdway  4812-4813. 

SEATTLE — 2418  2nd  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper,  Seneca  2460. 
WASHINGTON— 1217  H St.,  N.  W„  A1  Sherman, 
Executive  0715.  Filmrow:  932  New  Jersey,  N.  W., 
Sara  Young. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY— The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
HAMILTON— 20  Holton,  N„  Hugh  Millar. 
MONTREAL— 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D,  G.,  Roy  Car- 
michael, Walnut  5519. 

ST.  JOHN — 116  Prince  Edward  St.,  Wm.  J.  McNulty. 
TORONTO — 242  Milwood,  Milton  Galbraith. 
VANCOUVER — 411  Lyric  Theatre  Bldg.,  Jack  Droy. 
VICTORIA— 1330  Dallas  Road,  Gordon  MacKintosh. 
WINNIPEG — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 
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GOOD  BUS 

a 

N his  report  to  the  board  of  directors  of  Allied 
States  Association  of  Exhibitors  at  their  annual  meeting  in 
Columbus,  Mr.  Abram  F.  Myers,  chairman  and  general  coun- 
sel, stressed  the  need  for  "a  healthy  united  industry"  on  the 
one  hand,  while  at  the  same  time  the  directors  went  on  record 
with  a resolution  that  would  tend  to  disrupt,  if  not  destroy, 
the  one  agency  of  unity  within  the  industry  that  has  been 
functioning  with  acknowledged  equanimity  and  success. 

Mr.  Myers  seemed  greatly  concerned  with  the  postwar 
period  in  relation  to  the  aftermath  of  the  boom  days,  already 
on  the  wane.  There  was  concern,  too,  over  the  increasing 
trend  of  state  and  municipal  taxes.  To  cope  with  these  pros- 
pects, Mr.  Myers  urged  paving  of  the  way  for  needed  co- 
operation between  exhibitors  and  distributors.  “Better  team- 
work among  exhibitors  and  a better  understanding  with  other 
branches  will  ease  us  over  the  rough  spots,"  said  Mr.  Myers. 
Very  true,  indeed. 

On  the  other  hand  Allied  sounded  a discordant  note.  It 
tossed  a few  curves  at  the  War  Activities  Committee,  ex- 
pressing dissatisfaction  with  its  structure,  declaring  this  not 
to  be  representative  of  the  industry  as  a whole  and  charging 
that  WAC  “goes  far  beyond  its  original  purpose  when  it 
names  individuals  familiar  with  conditions  in  only  single  film 
territories  to  represent  and  speak  for  the  entire  industry  in 
reference  to  manpower  and  material  shortage,  fuel  conserva- 
tion and  other  matters  not  within  the  original  intent  of  the 
committee."  There  appears  to  be  another  view  on  that  matter 
and  it  is  given  expression  in  the  news  columns  in  this  issue 
by  Mr.  Si  Fabian,  executive  vice-chairman  of  WAC. 

Allied  directors  pledged  continued  support  of  the  in- 
dustry's war  activities  in  the  showing  of  government-approved 
films;  participation  in  loan  drives  and  raising  of  funds  for 
various  war  relief  agencies  for  the  duration  of  the  war — but 
it  saw  no  reason  for  the  continued  existence  of  WAC  after 
the  war. 

There  has  been  some  considerable  discussion  of  that  ques- 
tion in  the  very  recent  past  and  there  are  many  industry 
leaders  who  take  a view  constructively  opposed  to  that  of 
Allied. 

The  tax  situation — federal,  state  and  local — is  but  one 
of  the  many  problems  with  which  the  industry  will  be  faced 
when  hostilities  cease.  It  is  faced  with  this  particular  problem 
right  now. 


'PaUe  Seate 

The  Government  to  File 
Decree  Brief  on  Monday 

The  DofJ  announced  in  Washington  Thurs- 
day it  will  file  its  brief  in  N.Y.  federal 
court  February  5 in  the  prolonged  consent 
decree  litigation. 


■JESS  SENSE 


It  is  big  enough  in  itself  to  require  the  "teamwork"  of 
every  branch  of  this  industry.  And  where,  except  in  WAC, 
has  this  industry  ever  had  "the  needed  cooperation  between 
exhibitors  and  distributors" — even  among  exhibitors  them- 
selves? 

While  the  war  picture  looks  much  brighter  than  it  did  30 
days  ago,  the  war's  termination  is  not  yet  in  sight.  It  may 
end  suddenly  in  Europe,  but  the  emergency  will  continue 
long  after  the  last  shot  is  fired  in  that  war  theatre  or  in  the 
Pacific.  Cooperation  with  WAC  lor  the  duration  is  incumbent 
upon  every  exhibitor,  regardless  of  organizational  affilia- 
tion, and  upon  every  other  individual  in  this  business.  And, 
for  the  good  of  the  industry  after  the  war,  continuance  of  the 
successful  teamwork  that  WAC  made  possible,  looks  to  us 
like  good,  hard  business  sense. 

* * 

20-Year  Showmen 

Beginning  with  this  issue,  BOXOFFICE  inaugurates  a se- 
ries of  photographs  and  brief  biographical  sketches  of  20- 
Year  Showmen  which  will  appear  regularly  as  a feature  in 
each  edition  of  BOXOFFICE  as  rapidly  as  these  photographs, 
with  the  data,  can  be  obtained. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  William  F.  Rodgers,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  sales  manager,  and  to  the  Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer  organization  for  their  active  cooperation  in  obtaining 
this  personal  information  regarding  outstanding  showmen  who 
have  been  exhibitors  through  20  years  or  more.  It  is  our 
privilege  to  salute  these  theatremen  in  each  exchange  area 
and  to  join  with  M-G-M  in  recognition  of  their  important  con- 
tribution to  the  motion  picture  industry. 

Twenty  years  in  this  business  is  a lifetime;  it  spans  the 
better  part  of  the  whole  period  of  growth  in  this  industry. 
Those  who  have  devoted  this  time  to  the  operation  and  man- 
agement of  theatres  have  been  taught  the  rudiments  of  the 
business  from  the  ground  up;  they  have  an  experience  that 
cannot  be  acquired  in  any  other  way. 

Dealing  with  the  public  is  a skill  that  is  acquired  only  at 
first  hand  and  by  actual  contact,  day  after  day,  through  the 
years.  It  is  not  taught  from  books,  nor  learned  overnight  by 
any  short-cut  method.  It  comes  from  experience,  through  ap- 
plication of  which  the  exhibitor  becomes  successful  in  his  own 
endeavor  and  a leader  in  his  community. 


SPU  Orders  Walkout 
From  Major  Studios 

Screen  players’  group  Thursday  night  in- 
structed members  not  to  go  to  work  Friday 
morning  after  union  and  producers  fail  to 
come  to  terms. 


Sam  Pinanski  Expected 
To  Head  7th  War  Loan 

Announcement  expected  shortly  of  Boston 
circuit  man’s  appointment;  reported  he  will 
have  Harry  Browning,  also  of  M&P,  as  his 
assistant. 


Hopes  for  Freon  Release 
Dashed  by  WPB's  Ukase 

Reports  gas  would  soon  be  plentiful  cor- 
rected in  new  “essentiality”  ruling;  exhibi- 
tors must  be  taken  care  of  through  appeals 
procedure,  each  case  on  merits. 


Will  Hays  on  the  Coast 
For  Producer  Confabs 

Statement  expected  during  his  visit  on 
agreement  to  have  Eric  Johnston  join 
MPPDA  either  as  executive  vice-president  or 
president. 


New  Checking  Service 
May  Start  on  April  1 

Paramount,  RKO,  Universal,  reported  noti- 
fying Ross  Federal  they  will  discontinue  use 
of  service  then;  United  Artists,  Columbia, 
silent  on  plans. 


Zanuck  to  Receive  Award 
At  the  Willkie  Dinner 

Honor  to  be  for  “social  significance”  films, 
including  “Grapes  of  Wrath”  and  “Wilson.” 
David  Sarnoff,  Kent  Cooper  ticketed  for  rec- 
ognition at  same  event,  February  18. 


Report  Goldwyn  Seeking 
Theatres  in  Key  Points 

Long  runs  of  majors’  product  in  important 
areas  have  made  bookings  difficult  to  get; 
reported  he’s  dickering  for  Majestic  in 
Boston. 


George  J.  Schaefer  Admits 
Lester  Cowan  Negotiations 

Former  RKO  president  replies  to  reports 
he  will  join  independent  unit  by  saying  if 
agreement  reached  his  connection  will  be  on 
ownership  basis. 


50  OR  MORE  THEATRES  CLOSED 
BY  N.  Y.  STATE  FUEL  SHORTAGE 


Albany  Area  Hardest  Hit; 
Fear  More  Shutterings 
If  Crisis  Gets  Worse 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 

NEW  YORK — While  exhibitors  in  the 
northeastern  states  were  concerned  at  week- 
end over  the  possibilities  of  closings  due  to 
the  fuel  scarcity  and  tieup  of  transportation, 
a survey  by  BOXOPFICE  on  Thursday  of 
this  week  indicates  the  situation  was  critical 
only  in  upstate  New  York,  with  the  Albany 
area  affected  the  worst  of  all. 

As  of  Thursday  afternoon,  a majority  of 
theatres  in  Albany,  Troy,  Watervliet,  Cohoes, 
Utica,  Rensselaer  and  Tonawanda  were  shut- 
tered, while  houses  in  Schenectady  were  to 
have  shut  down,  temporarily  at  least,  on 
Friday.  A total  of  50  or  more  houses  are 
affected. 

Governor  Dewey  late  Thursday  ordered 
mobilization  of  state  guard  companies  in  the 
Albany  area  to  work  in  railroad  yards  un- 
loading cars  as  the  fuel  crisis  mounted,  with 
only  a 36-hour  supply  of  coal  reported  avail- 
able for  delivery. 

Some  Shutter  Voluntarily 

There  were  a number  of  voluntary  shut- 
downs on  the  part  of  theatre  operators.  These 
included  Earlville  and  Kallet.  Troy  hoped  to 
be  reopened  by  Saturday,  February  3,  but  it 
appeared  that  the  situation  at  Albany  would 
be  critical  for  about  ten  days.  The  weather 
was  continuing  to  be  severe,  with  a heavy 
snowstorm  for  the  fourth  straight  day  at 
Utica. 

Virtually  all  business  houses  were  closed 
in  Albany  on  Thursday  afternoon,  and  trade 
was  virtually  suspended  with  the  exception 
of  essential  food  and  utility  services.  The 
same  situation  prevailed  in  Syracuse. 

While  these  communities  were  apparently 
the  only  ones  badly  affected,  exhibitors  in 
other  towns  and  cities  expressed  the  opinion 
that  if  the  emergency  lasts  for  any  pro- 
tracted period,  they  will  face  a serious 
problem. 

Circuit  executives,  however,  were  inclined 
to  take  a hopeful  view  of  the  situation,  feel- 
ing that  it  is  only  temporary  and  that 
warmer  weather  and  an  easing  of  the  bottle- 
neck in  war  freight  shipments  would  bring 
relief. 

With  the  prediction  that  the  Albany  fuel 
shortage  might  last  another  10  days  Mayor 
Harris  last  Monday  added  to  his  original 
order  closing  the  theatres  and  schools  a proc- 
lamation directing  fuel  suppliers  to  deliver 
only  to  residences,  hospitals,  food  and  drug 
stores  and  essential  buildings. 

At  the  same  time,  Harris  thanked  theatre 
men  for  their  cooperation  during  the  emer- 
gency which  was  pledged  by  virtually  all 
operators  in  this  storm-swept  community. 

Most  Circuits  Supplied 

The  nine  theatres  closed  under  the  mayor’s 
order  ran  cooperative  ads  regretting  “exigen- 
cies of  war  make  it  necessary  to  deprive  our 
patrons  of  the  opportunity  for  securing  en- 
tertainment and  relaxation.”  The  closing 
caused  an  estimated  $35,000  loss  in  Sunday 
revenue  alone. 

Representatives  of  most  of  the  larger  cir- 
cuits reported  it  is  customary  for  them  to 
lay  in  a large  supply  of  coal  in  the  summer. 
For  that  reason  they  do  not  anticipate  any 
serious  shortage  in  fuel  until  later  in  the 
winter.  They  expect  that  the  situation  will 


Stern  Suggests  One-Day 
N.  Y . Theatre  Closings 

New  York — A voluntary  one-day  clos- 
ing of  theatres  in  this  area  during  the 
fuel  emergency  was  suggested  to  Mayor 
F.  H.  LaGuardia  in  a telegram  sent  by 
Jesse  L.  Stern,  president  of  Unaffiliated 
Independent  Exhibitors.  The  message 
follows: 

“As  president  of  the  UIE,  and  in  view 
of  and  during  the  current  emergency, 
may  I suggest  that  a voluntary  one  day 
per  week  closing  of  all  theatres  now  oper- 
ating on  a seven-day  basis  be  effected, 
regardless  of  fuel  supply  on  hand.  If  you 
think  this  suggestion  wise  and  in  order, 
please  call  a meeting  for  that  purpose.  We 
shall  be  pleased  to  attend  and  cooperate.” 


be  eased  by  that  time,  however. 

Several  circuits  with  theatres  in  the  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  soft  coal  regions  reported 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  of  fuel. 
Other  chains  with  houses  in  the  oil  regions 
said  that  they  are  experiencing  no  trouble 
in  getting  fuel  oil. 

All  of  the  shuttered  theatres  advertised 
that  they  were  closing  to  cooperate  in  con- 
serving fuel.  Closing  of  the  theatres  caused 
discontinuance  of  the  March  of  Dimes  drive 
which  will  be  resumed  a week  after  the 
theatres  reopen. 

Theatres  that  were  closed  by  order  of  the 
mayors  of  both  communities  in  suburban 
Tonawanda  were  Max  Yellen’s  Riviera  and 
Dan  North’s  Avondale,  in  north  Tonawanda, 
and  Dipson's  Star  in  Tonawanda. 

Buffalo  theatres  remained  open,  but  film 
men  were  uneasy  in  face  of  the  Albany  and 
Syracuse  closings.  Mayor  John  J.  Kelly’s 
fuel  committee  in  Buffalo,  however,  is  act- 
ing cautiously,  being  intent  on  ordering  no 
more  closings  than  are  actually  necessary. 

Midwest  Not  Hit  Hard 

Unless  requested  to  do  so,  Cincinnati  and 
suburban  theatres  are  not  expected  to  close 
as  transportation  facilities  of  the  Ohio  River 
are  said  to  keep  the  flow  of  fuel  normal  in 
this  area.  The  supply  of  coal  is  reported 
to  be  ample  to  take  care  of  present  needs 
The  situation  would  not  be  altered  except 
for  an  extreme  change  in  weather  condi- 
tions. 

In  Columbus,  Ohio,  no  closings  were  re- 
ported but  a meeting  was  held  at  which 
the  entire  fuel  situation  was  discussed  by 
theatre  men  and  local  authorities. 

Other  cities  and  states  where  the  fuel 
situation  has  not  caused  closings  included 
Philadelphia,  Boston  and  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; Hartford  and  Milwaukee,  ac- 
cording to  BOXOFFICE’S  survey. 

Inasmuch  as  many  of  Shea’s  theatres  are 
located  in  the  Ohio  soft  coal  region,  none 
of  their  houses  in  that  area  have  been  af- 
fected by  the  fuel  scarcity.  Anticipating 
coal  shortage,  the  circuit  laid  in  a large 
supply  of  fuel  last  summer.  The  only  spots 
that  were  expected  to  furnish  any  difficulty 
were  the  circuit’s  houses  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y., 
and  Bradford,  Pa. 

The  only  Loew  houses  closed  were  those  in 
Syracuse  and  these  by  the  mayor’s  edict. 
Conferences  were  to  be  held  during  the  week 
between  circuit  representatives  and  municipal 
officials  to  consider  the  reopening  of  the 


Circuit  Heads  Optimistic, 
Believing  the  Situation 
Is  Only  Temporary 

closed  houses.  Most  of  the  circuit’s  houses 
have  enough  fuel  on  hand  to  tide  them  over 
the  emergency. 

Paramount  Theatres  Service  Corp.  had  not 
received  any  reports  of  closings  of  any  of 
their  out-of-town  theatres  up  to  the  time 
BOXOFFICE’s  survey  was  made. 

N.  Y.  Circuits  Reduce  Heat 

Century  circuit,  with  houses  in  Brooklyn 
and  Long  Island,  reported  that  by  keeping 
the  temperature  of  their  houses  at  65  de- 
grees they  will  have  enough  fuel  on  hand 
until  the  fuel  embargo  is  lifted. 

Sol  Schwartz,  general  manager  of  out-of- 
town  theatres  for  RKO,  anticipated  no 
further  closings  at  this  time  and  said  that 
the  circuit’s  houses  have  enough  fuel  for 
their  normal  needs.  With  the  advent  of 
warmer  weather,  the  war-freight  bottleneck 
would  be  eased,  he  said,  allowing  shipments 
of  fuel  to  be  resumed. 

James  M.  Brennan,  general  manager  of 
RKO’s  metropolitan  theatres,  said  that  the 
houses  under  his  supervision  are  in  “good 
shape”  with  enough  fuel  on  hand  to  weather 
the  crisis  “unless  it  lasts  too  long.”  He  said 
that  the  managers  are  “conserving  fuel  as 
best  they  can  and,  at  the  same  time,  keep- 
ing our  patrons  comfortable.” 

Samuel  Rosen,  treasurer  of  the  Fabian 
circuit,  which  also  operates  the  Wilmer  & 
Vincent  circuit,  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
embargo  would  be  lifted  soon  because  the- 
atres could  operate  only  so  long  on  their 
limited  supplies.  “We  have  enough  fuel  for 
our  normal  needs,”  he  said,  “but  we  cannot 
continue  indefinitely.” 

Emanuel  Frisch,  for  Randforce,  said  that 
his  circuit  was,  in  some  cases,  forced  to 
transfer  coal  from  theatres  that  had  a sur- 
plus to  those  that  did  not  have  any  on  hand. 
Where  theatres  had  stores,  lofts  and  living 
quarters,  the  circuit  was  able  to  obtain 
emergency  rations  until  the  embargo  was 
lifted. 

Frisch  was  hopeful  that  the  fuel  embargo 
was  only  an  emergency  measure  and  that  it 
would  be  lifted  within  a few  days.  He  added 
that  Randforce  was  conserving  fuel  by  keep- 
ing the  temperature  in  their  theatres  at  65 
and  by  instructing  their  maintenance  men 
in  conservation  measures. 

National  Theatres  Unaffected 

National  Theatres  said  that  inasmuch  as 
many  of  their  theatres  are  located  in  Cali- 
fornia where  natural  gas  is  available  and 
others  are  in  the  midwest  where  natural 
deposits  of  coal  and  oil  are  easily  obtained, 
the  circuit  hasn’t  been  affected  by  the  fuel 
shortage.  The  chain’s  custom  of  purchas- 
ing large  stores  of  coal  in  the  summer,  also, 
has  made  it  unnecessary  to  seek  additional 
supplies  at  this  time. 

Dan  Michalove,  vice-president  of  National 
Theatres,  reported  that  up  to  Monday  no 
complaint  had  been  received  from  the  field 
of  any  fuel  shortage. 

Local  authorities  were  empowered  by  fed- 
eral officials  to  order  the  shutdown  of  any 
business  or  businesses  in  their  communities 
as  a means  of  conserving  fuel  so  that  a jam 
of  war  freight  in  the  northeastern  states 
could  be  more  easily  handled  by  eliminat- 
ing coal  traffic. 
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OVER-ALL  SLASH  IN  RAW  STOCK 
PLACED  AT  ABOUT  5 PER  CENT 


A 285-Print  Maximum  for 
Each  Feature  Allotted 
For  First  Quarter 


By  AL  SHERMAN 


No  Appreciable  Business  Decline 
Expected  in  Nations  Brownout 


WASHINGTON— The  over-all  film  raw 
stock  cut  for  the  motion  picture  industry 
will  amount  to  a little  more  than  five  per 
cent,  or  16,000,000  feet,  based  on  a quarterly 
allotment  of  255,997,440  feet,  it  was  an- 
nounced following  a meeting  here  of  indus- 
try executives  with  Stanley  Adams,  director 
of  the  consumers  durable  goods  division  of 
the  War  Production  Board.  A maximum  of 
285  prints  for  each  feature  is  allotted  under 
this  allocation.  The  quota  figures  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1945  follow: 

Columbia:  28.505,600  as  against  30,253,296 
feet;  M-G-M,  39,713,280—42,147,476;  Mono- 
gram, 7,697,920—8,170,000;  Paramount,  28,- 
948,480—30,722,843;  PRC,  5,181,440—5,500,000; 
RKO,  25,850,880—27,435,119;  Republic,  17,- 
318,400—18,803,298;  UA,  15,157,760—16,086,803; 
Universal,  25,157,760—27,448,441. 

Three  Companies  Get  Increases 

The  Monogram  quota  represents  an  in- 
crease of  2,322,000  feet  which  is  the  same 
ratio  allowed  PRC;  these  increases  being- 
based  on  original  figures  set  by  the  1940-41 
allocation,  while  United  Artists  had  an  in- 
crease of  approximately  1,000,000  feet. 

Newsreel  quotas  give  the  major  companies 
in  this  field  a total  of  51,714,778  feet,  as 
against  52,549,812  feet,  with  reels  based  on 
700  feet  each.  This  represents  a drop  of 
835,034  feet,  but  permits  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  films  of  approximately  11.1  per 
cent. 

The  WPB  also  has  set  up  definitions  for 
independent  producers  who  will  be  allotted 
film  based  on  the  percentages  reached  for 
all  producers,  if  the  independent  producer 
fulfills  the  requirements  of  (a)  complete  fi- 
nancial responsibility  to  the  extent  of  at 
least  50  per  cent  of  his  own  money  invested 
in  the  film;  (b)  legal  ownership  of  all  rights 
and  legal  repossession  of  those  rights  after 
distribution  is  completed;  (c)  ownership  of 
studio;  (d)  contractual  authority  on  dis- 
tribution and  (e)  ownership  of  material. 

Any  producer  completely  financed  by  a 
distributing  company  or  other  producing 
company  is  construed  as  using  film  from 
the  organization.  However,  any  film  com- 
pany can  give  raw  stock  to  any  wholly- 
owned  producer. 

To  prevent  the  possibility  of  distributors 
using  raw  stock  allocations  as  a club  over 
producers,  or  vice  versa,  all  distributors  and 
producers  must  prove  definitely  that  film  is 
to  be  used  for  entertainment  purposes. 

Class  C Cuts  Are  25  Per  Cent 

All  producers,  whether  independent,  such 
as  Samuel  Goldwyn,  or  producer-distributor, 
like  Warner  Bros.,  were  classified  as  “A” 
producers  and  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
quota  allocations  set  by  the  WPB.  Other 
producers,  called  Class  C,  are  those  whose 
film  demands  run  below  one  million  feet, 
and  they  will  face  an  over- all  25  per  cent 
cut.  It  is  estimated  by  the  WPB  that  there 
are  between  110  and  115  such  producing 
companies  in  business  today.  However,  any 
application  for  1,000  feet  or  less  will  be 
approved  in  full. 

It  was  further  stated  that  there  will  be 
no  cutoff  of  film,  despite  the  fact  that  the 


How  to  Go  About  Appeal 
Of  the  Brownout  Rules 

New  York— Brownout  rules  may  be  ap- 
pealed when  compliance  constitutes  a 
genuine  safety  hazard  . . . The  appeal- 
ing exhibitor  must  obtain  an  approval 
certificate  from  local  police,  health  or 
fire  authorities  and  keep  his  lights 
dimmed  until  the  appeal  is  granted. 

Lobby  floodlights  focused  on  the  street 
are  banned;  marquee  lighting  not  ex- 
ceeding 60  watts  is  permitted  . . . Puzzled 
exhibitors  should  consult  local  utility  of- 
ficials. 

Appeals  must  be  filed  with  the  nearest 
office  of  the  WPB. 


WPB  set  a cutoff  date  of  December  31  on 
the  last  quarter  of  1944. 

In  the  future,  film  hanging  over  from  a 
previous  quarter  will  be  allotted  to  the  next 
quarter,  unless  drastic  cuts  are  in  order, 
because  of  possible  increased  demands  from 
military  sources.  On  the  question  of  re- 
issues, it  was  stated  that  there  is  no  in- 
tention to  prohibit  them.  However,  the  use 
of  film  for  reissues  is  the  problem  of  the 
producer  and  how  he  allots  his  film  quota 
to  that  use  rests  with  him.  It  also  was  in- 
dicated that  future  quotas  will  go  on  a per- 
centage basis,  set  by  present  quotas,  and 
from  time  to  time  the  WPB  will  issue 
statements  covering  the  quotas  set. 

Reports  in  the  press  that  the  film  indus- 
try is  hoarding  films  as  a backlog  against 
possible  cuts,  were  denied  emphatically  by 
Adams,  who  insisted  that  a survey,  about 
80  per  cent  completed,  indicates  that  only 
16  features  among  the  11  major  companies 
are  completed  and  not  set  for  1945  re- 
lease. Of  this  number,  nine  have  had  prints 
made  amounting  to  a total  of  528,  and  50 
per  cent  of  this  number  are  being  held  in 
vaults  subject  to  army  release  dates. 

“The  motion  picture  industry  should  be 
complimented  for  this  splendid  showing,” 
Adams  added. 

Another  Meeting  Is  Slated 

There  will  be  another  industry  meeting  in 
about  six  weeks,  it  was  stated.  It  is  hoped 
that  an  outline  of  the  quota  for  the  next 
quarter  will  be  ready  by  March  1,  the  WPB 
official  added. 

Present  at  the  meeting  for  WPB  were 
Adams  and  Lincoln  V.  Burrows,  photo- 
graphic and  film  division  chief.  For  the 
film  industry  there  were  John  J.  O’Connor, 
Universal;  Jack  Cohn,  Columbia;  Steve 
Broidy,  Monogram;  Barney  Balaban,  Para- 
mount; Barney  Briskin,  Sol  Lesser  Produc- 
tions; Thomas  L.  Walker,  Edward  Small 
Productions;  Walter  L.  Titus  jr.,  Republic; 
Sam  Schneider,  WB;  A.  W.  Schwalberg, 
International;  James  Mulvey,  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn Productions;  W.  C.  Michel,  20th-Fox; 
Leo  J.  McCarthy,  PRC;  L.  E.  Goldhammer, 
Film  Classics;  Gradwell  Sears,  UA;  Roy  O. 
Disney,  Disney  Productions;  Robert  Savini, 
Astor  Pictures;  George  Schaefer  for  WAC. 


NEW  YORK — The  nationwide  brownout 
went  into  effect  in  most  sections  of  the 
country  February  1 with  theatre  men  every- 
where indicating  their  willingness  to  cooper- 
ate with  the  WPB  directive  designed  to  save 
two  million  tons  of  coal  and  13  billion  kilo- 
watts of  current. 

Executives  of  the  larger  circuits  as  well  as 
independent  operators,  large  and  small,  said 
they  would  do  everything  consonant  with 
public  safety  and  all  agreed  they  did  not 
anticipate  any  appreciable  decline  in  busi- 
ness. 

A few  days  before  the  brownout  order 
became  effective  the  WPB  exempted  parts 
of  upper  New  York  state,  the  Pacific  north- 
west and  most  of  Texas.  Appeals  for  ex- 
emption from  sections  of  Louisiana  and  Ok- 
lahoma were  denied  and  decisions  were  sti  1 
to  be  made  on  parts  of  California  and  cer- 
tain Louisiana  utilities  companies.  Exemp- 
tions were  granted  because  all  power  in  the 
areas  is  generated  hydroelectrically. 

Hits  All  Outdoor  Lights 

The  WPB  order  specifically  prohibits  the 
use  of  electricity  for  outdoor  advertising  and 
outdoor  promotional  lighting;  outdoor  deco- 
rative and  ornamental  lighting;  outdoor  dis- 
play lighting,  except  where  necessary  to  the 
conduct  of  business;  show  window  lighting, 
except  where  necessary  for  interior  illumi- 
nation; marquee  lighting  in  excess  of  60 
watts  for  each  marquee,  and  outdoor  sign 
lighting  except  for  directional  or  identifi- 
cation signs  made  necessary  for  fire  and 
police  protection  and  similar  purposes. 

In  St.  Louis,  where  the  brownout  became 
effective  at  midnight  last  Wednesday,  a thea- 
tre man  remarked:  “St.  Louis  will  look  like 
a back  alley  in  a small  town  with  no  lights 
lighted  and  only  dim  lights  burning  in  the 
theatre  and  hotel  marquees.”  Sixty  stores 
in  the  downtown  section  extinguished  all 
lights  in  display  windows  and  on  signs. 

Joseph  C.  Ansell,  vice-president  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Empress  Theatre  and  a member 
of  the  St.  Louis  area  MPTOA,  said  members 
of  the  association  would  attempt  to  obtain 
a modification  of  the  order  because  “we 
fear  holdups  and  pickpockets.”  Some  opera- 
tors reportedly  asked  for  special  police  of- 
ficers to  patrol  their  location  at  night. 

Police  in  most  cities  expressed  fear  that 
their  shorthanded  staffs  would  be  plagued 
by  a wave  of  holdups  and  assaults  and,  pos- 
sibly by  coincidence,  the  first  night  of  the 
brownout  in  Kansas  City  was  marked  by 
the  $2,655  holdup  of  a drug  store  proprietor. 

Michigan  Gets  Early  Start 

In  Boston  where  past  blackouts  and  brown- 
outs have  been  numerous  it  was  not  an- 
ticipated the  new  restrictions  would  be  quite 
as  severe  as  some  of  the  past  orders. 

WPB  officials  in  Washington  say  that 
appeals  may  be  filed  in  the  district  offices 
by  exhibitors  or  other  persons  who  feel  that 
the  restrictions  are  too  severe.  Such  claims 
must  be  supported  by  affidavits  of  the  local 
police  officials  that  additional  light  is  re- 
quired in  the  interests  of  public  safety.  An 
appeal  from  New  York  City  on  these  grounds 
has  been  granted,  according  to  WPB  of- 
ficials. 
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New  Fuel  Worry 

JTjARLIER  in  the  war  theatre  managers 
and  owners  were  urged  to  switch  their 
oil  burning  equipment  back  to  coal  wher- 
ever possible.  Many  did.  This  week  coal  de- 
liveries began  to  be  sharply  reduced. 

A quick  survey  among  circuit  heads  and 
inquiries  generally  in  the  middle  Atlantic, 
New  England  and  states  south  of  the 
Great  Lakes  showed  no  actual  closings  be- 
cause of  lack  of  fuel,  except  in  Albany, 
where  the  mayor  followed  the  recom- 
mendation of  Solid  Fuels  Administrator 
Harold  L.  Ickes  that  theatres,  night  clubs 
and  other  forms  of  amusements  should 
be  closed;  in  Syracuse,  and  a few  other 
cities.  Mayor  LaGuardia  of  New  York  took 
the  situation  calmly  and  said  he  wouldn’t 
order  any  closings  until  he  was  convinced 
fuels  were  being  “taken  away  from  babies.” 

In  medium-sized  communities  theatre 
owners  generally  had  apparently  ordered 
a winter’s  supply  last  summer  or  fall 
wherever  they  had  storage  facilities.  These 
are  easier  to  find  in  small  communities 
than  in  large  cities.  During  the  winter 
of  1918  this  situation  was  more  acute 
than  it  is  now,  but  few  theatres  were 
actually  forced  to  close. 

Downtown  houses  in  some  large  cities 
are  on  central  heating  systems.  Where 
they  have  limited  storage  facilities  for  coal 
the  prospect  is  disturbing,  because  deliv- 
eries are  hard  to  get  beyond  a five-day 
supply.  All  are  hopeful  that  the  freight 
embargo  and  a possible  moderation  of  the 
weather  will  alleviate  the  transportation 
problem. 

General  compliance  with  the  outdoor 
light-dimming  order  has  been  promised. 
Where  violations  occur  local  police  will 
report  to  the  WPB  and  power  companies 
will  be  authorized  to  cut  off  current. 

* * * 

Engineers  Steamed  Up 

FM  ENGINEERS  became  so  excited  in 
their  discussions  of  the  new  FCC 
ultra  shortwave  allocations  for  their  in- 
dustry at  the  New  Yoi’k  meeting  of  the 
Institute  of  Radio  Engineers  that  it  was 


By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 

necessary  to  extend  the  meeting  an  extra 
day.  Opponents  of  the  change  were  dis- 
turbed because  all  present  FM  sets  will 
be  obsolete  when  the  change  becomes  ef- 
fective. This  affects  a $50,000,000  invest- 
ment in  transmitters  and  sets. 

Television  might  face  this  same  problem, 
if  the  CBS  and  other  experiments  in  the 
higher  frequencies  prove  color  and  sharper 
definition  are  possible.  No  expansion  is 
possible  until  the  end  of  the  war  on  the 
present  standards,  but  the  experimental 
work  will  be  pushed  actively. 

* * * 

An  Excellent  Idea 

gILL  FERGUSON,  M-G-M’s  exploitation 
head,  is  doing  a real  service  for  his 
field  men  and  tradepaper  editors  by  in- 
viting them  to  meet  each  week.  Four 
groups  of  men  from  the  field  have  been 
entertained  to  date.  The  men  get  some 
new  slants  on  home  office  operations  in 
their  conferences  and  they  furnish  some. 
Each  group  has  met  the  trade  press  at 
luncheons. 

In  the  course  of  their  work  these  men 
meet  many  persons  engaged  in  a great 
variety  of  businesses  in  their  territories. 
They  know  business  conditions,  trends, 
new  thoughts  on  exhibition,  and  the  re- 
sults of  the  industry’s  cooperation  with 
the  war  effort  in  terms  of  public  rela- 
tions. The  exchange  of  information  is 

beneficial  all  around. 

* * * 

gOB  HOPE  is  certainly  collecting  awards 

these  days.  His  latest  is  from  the  Ad- 
vertising Club  of  New  York.  He  took  it 
with  the  utmost  gravity  and  made  a deep 
impression.  Then  he  opened  a barrage  of 
jests  with  this:  “Bing  Crosby  is  at  the 
age  where  a cup  of  tea  is  restful  to  him.” 
* * * 

J^ATHAN  Y AMINS  waited  over  four 
hours  in  Cleveland  en  route  from  Bos- 
ton to  Columbus  for  the  Allied  board 
meeting.  Then  he  waited  an  hour  or  two 
while  somebody  found  a hotel  room  for 
him.  When  he  reached  the  meeting  room. 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole  was  urging  that  the  next 
meeting  be  held  in  Dallas. 


HOT  DRINKS  FOR  COLD  CUSTOMERS— It  was  so  cold  the  morning  “Objec- 
tive, Burma!”  opened  at  the  New  York  Strand  that  Zeb  Epstin,  managing  director, 
began  worrying  about  a pneumonia  epidemic.  Doors  opened  at  7:15  a.  m.  Epstin 
sent  the  man  with  the  bucket  up  and  down  the  line  serving  hot  coffee  and  choco- 
late without  charge.  Both  the  picture  and  the  refreshments  were  hits. 


Films  Forerunner 
Of  Trade,  Says  Coe 

WASHINGTON — Taking  time  out  to  toss  a 
bow  to  exhibitors  for  their  splendid  support 
of  war  activities,  Charles  Francis  Coe,  vice- 
president  and  general  counsel  of  the  MPPDA, 
urged  that  American  industry  take  due  heed 
of  motion  pictures  as  a pacesetter  for  busi- 
ness in  the  postwar  era.  Coe  made  these 
comments  at  a luncheon  meeting  of  the 
Washington  Advertising  Club  in  Hotel  Statler 
before  a representative  group  of  business 
executives,  including  members  of  the  film 
industry. 

Coe  emphasized  the  fact  that  80  per  cent 
of  the  playing  time  of  the  prewar  75,000 
theatres  throughout  the  world  was  devoted 
to  American  films,  and  added  that  the  full 
dramatic  force  of  this  situation  should  be 
utilized  in  every  way  possible  by  business 
leaders  in  the  U.S. 

“I  urge  trade  to  get  wise,”  said  Coe,  “and 
follow  the  films,  because  films  precede  trade. 
In  offering  60  million  jobs  in  the  postwar 
era,  we  must  consider  that  some  of  these  jobs 
will  be  in  foreign  lands.  I must  urge  a new 
conception  of  this  modern  colossus  called 
movies.  It  is  the  greatest  medium  of  expres- 
sion mankind  has  ever  known;  one  of  the 
most  visual  and  aural;  it  speaks  the  universal 
language;  it  is  an  art  and  an  industry,  but  it 
would  perish  as  an  art  if  it  should  die  as  an 
industry.  To  more  than  100  million  persons 
a week  it  has  taken  art  out  of  gilded  palaces 
and  given  it  to  the  masses;  thus,  if  the  films 
are  supported  by  industry,  they  succeed  as  an 
art.” 

Calling  attention  to  the  able  work  of  the 
motion  picture  industry  during  the  war,  Coe 
told  how  producers  cooperated  with  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  production  of  training  and 
documentary  films  that  have  cut  educational 
processes  by  35  per  cent;  how  the  films  have 
been  employed  in  mental  therapy.  Now,  said 
the  speaker,  it  is  up  to  industry  to  take  ad- 
vantages of  the  opportunities  offered  by  the 
films  as  a forerunner  of  trade. 

Industry  executives  present  at  the  lunch- 
eon included  Arthur  de  Bra,  Fred  Kogod, 
John  Allen,  Carter  Barron,  A1  Lichtman,  A. 
Julian  Brylawski,  Rudy  Berger,  Nathan  Gold- 
en and  Frank  LaFalce. 

Masters  Leaves  Odeon; 
May  Enter  Distribution 

TORONTO — Haskell  M.  Masters  has  re- 
signed as  general  manager  of  Canadian 
Odeon  Theatres.  Odeon  sources  said  J.  Ar- 
thur Rank  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  resig- 
nation and  that  Masters  probably  is  plan- 
ning to  return  to  the  distribution  end  of  the 
industry. 

Masters  was  with  United  Artists  in  New 
York  as  western  sales  manager  before  join- 
ing Odeon  and  previously  had  been  district 
manager  for  UA  at  Toronto  for  four  years.  He 
indicated  his  plans  were  not  definite  at  the 
moment  and  that  he  would  take  a rest;  how- 
ever, his  recent  trip  to  New  York  is  linked 
with  the  report  he  will  return  to  distribution 
in  the  United  States. 

It  was  stated  at  the  Odeon  offices  that 
David  Griesdorf  remains  as  British  Columbia 
supervisor  of  Odeon,  with  no  changes  in  that 
setup.  Griesdorf  also  was  with  UA  on  the 
west  coast  before  following  Masters  to  Odeon 
and  Griesdorf  had  been  in  Toronto  several 
weeks  ago  from  Vancouver,  in  consultation 
with  COT’s  general  manager. 


Honor  RKO  Executive 
CHICAGO — The  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  has  presented  a plaque  to  Frederic 
Ullman  jr.  as  a tribute  to  his  work  in  foster- 
ing tolerance  in  America.  Special  mention 
was  made  of  his  effort  in  “New  Americans,” 
latest  of  the  This  Is  America  series. 
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OU  HAVE  A DATE 

— j 

WITH  A BEAUTIFUL  PICTURE... 

& 


TONIGHT  AND  EVERY  NIGHT  ! 

ju ^ 1 

— -JJ— 


BLIE  BROOKS 


hrilling  with  the  tenderness 
of  young  romance 


Turn  to  the  LIFE  AD,  please  

50,000r000  FANS  have  a 
date  to  see  it  ..  . and  other 


iJmmy  Cahn  • Produced  and  Directed  by  VICTOR  SAVILLE 


ad^^r^iatbna^nagazme^ 


presents 


Screen  Play 
by  Lesser  Samuels 
and  Abem  Finkel 
Songs  by 

Jule  Styne  and  Sammy  Cahn 

Produced  and  Directed  by 
VICTOR  SAVILLE 


PRESENT  THEIR  IDEAS — Out-of-town  circuit  representatives  were  invited 
by  Paramount  to  present  their  ideas  on  selling  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  at  a 
conference  held  in  New  York,  and  they  did.  Shown  here  are,  left  to  right,  Roy 
Hendry,  Intermountain  Theatres,  Salt  Lake  City;  Robert  Blair,  Denver  district 
advertising  representative  for  Paramount;  Eugene  Street,  Knoxville,  city  manager 
for  Wilby-Kincey;  C.  C.  Perry,  Cincinnati,  and  Max  Joice,  Cleveland,  Paramount 
district  advertising  manager. 


Allied  Resolution  Criticizing  WAC 
A "Monkey  Wrench " Says  Fabian 


M-G-M's  20- Year  Beauty 
Winners  Are  Selected 

NEW  YORK— M-G-M’s  20-year  anniver- 
sary contest  to  choose  “Miss  Anniversary,” 
national  bathing  beauty  queen,  came  to  an 
official  end  during  the  week  with  the  nam- 
ing of  the  winners  by  four  judges  who 
made  their  selections  from  numbered  photo- 
graphs and  learned  the  names  from  William 
Ferguson,  exploitation  director,  later.  The 
judging  was  done  at  a luncheon  in  the  Hotel 
Astor. 

The  winners  are:  Betty  Falk,  San  Antonio; 
Betty  Lou  Banglow,  Gloversville,  N.  Y„  and 
Jeanette  Jurgens,  Fresno,  Calif.  Runnersup 
were:  Genella  Hall,  Seattle,  Wash.,  who  now 
lives  in  Beverly  Hills,  Calif.;  Jean  Hawk, 
Oklahoma  City,  and  Jenele  Strange,  Colum- 
bia, S.  C.  Contestants  totaled  5,000  orig- 
inally and  they  came  from  27  states. 

First  prize  was  a $500  bond;  second,  $300; 
and  third,  $200,  all  in  bonds.  Runnersup 
get  bathing  suits  and  other  awards. 

The  judges  were  Vincent  Trotta,  National 
Screen;  Earl  Wilson,  N.  Y.  Post  columnist; 
Russell  Patterson,  illustrator,  and  George 
Frazier,  associate  editor  of  Life. 

Among  those  present  at  the  luncheon 
were  four  visiting  M-G-M  exploiteers — 
Charles  Baron,  Pittsburgh;  Dewey  Bloom, 
Toronto;  Charles  Dietz,  Detroit,  and  William 
Green,  assistant  to  Bill  Bishop  in  Chicago, 
and  Charles  K.  Stern,  assistant  treasurer  of 
Loew’s,  Inc. 

Conferees  Charge  Films 
Glamorize  Sinning 

WASHINGTON— Despite  the  obvious  fact 
that  Hollywood  is  extremely  squeamish  about 
films  treating  of  illicit  romances  and  the 
subject  of  abortion  is  strictly  taboo,  the 
Catholic  Family  Conference,  meeting  at 
Catholic  University  here  decried  what  the 
conferees  termed  a “tendency  to  glamorize 
illicit  love  affairs,  abortion  and  gangsters.” 

In  its  generalized  slap  at  motion  pictures 
the  conference  also  announced  that  studios 
“place  too  much  importance  on  wayward 
matinee  idols.” 

At  the  conference  William  C.  Smith,  as- 
sistant executive  secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  Catholic  Men,  said  films  were  “ad- 
vertising” perfumes  and  luxuries. 

The  Rev.  Timothy  J.  Mulvey,  an  English 
professor,  commented  that  in  his  opinion 
radio  broadcasting  has  high  ideals  but  he 
said  the  airwaves  stress  “the  negative  sides 
in  the  things  that  have  not  been  done.” 


March  of  Dimes  Drive 
Is  Extended  to  Feb , 15 

Washington — With  collections  breaking 
all  previous  records,  the  March  of  Dimes 
drive  has  been  extended  to  February  15, 
Basil  O’Connor,  president  of  the  National 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis,  has 
announced. 

The  drive  was  extended  in  response  to 
requests  from  theatre  men  in  all  sections 
of  the  country,  O’Connor  said.  He  point- 
ed out  that  many  showmen  had  been 
handicapped  in  their  collections  by  ex- 
tremely bad  weather  and  that  in  some 
sections  the  local  operators  had  already 
moved  their  Dimes  drive  up  until  the 
storms  abated. 

Telegrams  urging  all  state  chairmen  to 
extend  the  drive  were  sent  by  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  national  chairman.  Prompt 
assurances  that  the  drive  would  be  con- 
tinued were  received  from  various  circuit 
heads  and  individual  operators. 

Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  Wisconsin  state 
chairman,  informed  Schenck  all  theatres 
in  that  state  had  already  agreed  to  carry 
the  drive  through  February  4. 


NEW  YORK — “This  is  a helluva  time  to 
start  quarreling  and  nagging  among  our- 
selves,” says  Si  Fabian,  theatres  division 
chairman  for  WAC,  in  a hot  reply  to  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Allied  board  of  di- 
rectors at  Columbus  objecting  to  a postwar 
continuance  of  the  organization. 

“I  realize,”  says  Fabian,  “that  the  war 
has  reached  that  stage  where  our  nerves 
may  be  frayed,  but  it  is  more  important  than 
ever,  now,  that  we  keep  our  ranks  closed 
and  have  unity  of  thought  and  action  so 
that  we  can  carry  on  our  war  effort  to  final 
victory.  It  would  be  a sad  thing  if  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry — and  especially  exhibi- 
tors— spoiled  our  splendid  record  by  bicker- 
ing in  the  final  chapter  of  the  story. 

“Up  to  ;now,  I have  not  received  a copy 
of  the  reported  resolution.  I cannot  find 
that  Martin  Smith  or  any  Allied  official  has 
made  direct  suggestions  or  complaints.  Ap- 
parently, that  resolution  was  just  something 
for  a press  release  and,  judging  by  lack  of 
any  constructive  action,  was  intended  as  a 
‘monkey  wrench’  to  gum  up  the  war  ma- 
chine of  WAC,  rather  than  as  an  implement 
to  improve  our  usefulness. 

Asks  Investigation  of  Record 

“If  I did  not  fear  that  such  ill-timed  words 
might  hamper  WAC  in  its  forthcoming  Red 
Cross  campaign,  Seventh  War  Loan  drive, 
and  other  vital  activities,  I would  say  the 
resolution  was  too  irresponsible  and  contrary 
to  fact  to  merit  a reply.  However,  in  the 
hope  of  clearing  away  whatever  misunder- 
standings exist,  I must  ask  my  friend  Martin 
Smith,  and  the  others  who  voted  for  the 
resolution,  to  go  a step  further  and  investi- 
gate the  record. 

“There  are  no  ‘inside’  secrets.  There  are 
no  ‘inner  circles.’  I suggest  that  National 
Allied  note  the  membership  of  our  stand- 
ing committees,  and  check  the  committee 
memberships  in  each  war  bond  drive,  in 
each  Red  Cross  drive,  and  all  the  other  WAC 
activities.  If  the  men  and  committees  head- 
ing these  activities  do  not  represent  the 
industry  thoroughly — all  branches  of  the  in- 
dustry, including  independent  exhibitors — 
and  do  not  represent  all  sections  of  the 


country,  then  I know  neither  my  industry 
nor  my  geography.  Allied  officials,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Smith,  have  been  asked  to  serve 
many  times.  Many  of  them  did.  Allied  mem- 
bership ranks  high  in  the  hard-working 
ranks  of  WAC. 

“I  agree  with  one  thing  reported  as  ap- 
pearing in  that  resolution.  Independent  ex- 
hibitors have  done  a swell  job;  they  are  the 
backbone  of  our  effort.  And  WAC  has  done 
everything  in  its  power  to  recognize  that 
fact.  Just  check  the  records  for  names  of 
Allied  officers  and  members.  You’ll  find  so 
many,  you’ll  wonder  what  all  the  shooting  is 
about. 

“There  is  a great  deal  more  work  to  be 
done  before  the  war  is  won.  Volunteers  are 
needed.  We  invite  the  resolution-adopters  to 
join.  It’s  their  war,  too.  The  war  is  not 
the  property  of  WAC.” 

Argument  on  Allocations 
Postponed  by  the  FCC 

WASHINGTON  — Postponement  of  oral 
arguments  on  the  proposed  FCC  frequency 
allocation  from  February  14  to  28  was  an- 
nounced by  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission. 

Meantime,  requests  for  permission  to  sub- 
mit oral  argument  were  made  by  Radio  Corp. 
of  America,  National  Broadcasting  Corp., 
RCA  Communications,  Ass’n  of  American 
Broadcasters,  Yankee  Network,  Allen  B.  Du- 
Mont Laboratories,  Inc.,  Television  Broad- 
casters Ass’n,  American  Telephone  and  Tele- 
graph Co.,  the  Milwaukee  Journal,  Milwau- 
kee, by  Walter  J.  Damm;  FM  Broadcasters, 
Inc.;  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  Rail- 
road, Lorain  City  Radio,  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Cowles  Broadcasting,  American  Trucking 
Ass’n,  Edison  Electric  Institute,  Ass’n  of  Edi- 
son Illuminating  Companies,  Radio  Tech- 
nical Planning  Board. 


Gloria  Swanson  Weds 

NEW  YORK — Gloria  Swanson,  stage  and 
screen  star,  and  William  B.  Davey,  a retired 
business  man,  were  married  in  Union  City, 
N.  J. 
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KEEP  SELLING  WAR  BONOS! 


FERGUSON  ENTERTAINS — M-G-M’s  exploitation  manager,  Bill  Ferguson, 
is  usually  satisfied  to  let  the  professional  entertainers  do  their  stuff,  but  at  Billy 
Rose’s  Diamond  Horseshoe,  where  he  was  host  to  three  exploiteers,  he  organized 
a quartet.  He  is  playing  the  piano.  Standing  are  Howard  Herty,  Los  Angeles;  Ted 
Galanter,  Portland  and  Seattle,  and  Bill  Newberry,  San  Francisco. 


OWI  Just  Doesn't  Seem  to  Know  Why 
That  Ban  Was  Placed  on  "Tomorrow" 


By  PAUL  PEREZ 

NEW  YORK — If  you  think  finding  any- 
thing priced  ten  cents  in  a five-and-dime 
store  is  difficult,  just  try  getting  information 
from  the  Office  of  War  Information.  We’ve 
been  at  it  for  two  weeks  and,  brother,  we 
know! 

A fortnight  ago,  when  that  government 
agency  banned  the  showing  of  “Tomorrow 
the  World”  in  liberated  Europe  and  Africa, 
we  immediately  phoned  the  chief  of  the 
OWI  bureau  concerned.  He  was  “not  in,”  so 
we  asked  one  of  his  aides  for  a statement. 
The  banning  of  the  picture  was  news  to 
him,  he  said.  Asked  why  OWI  had  turned 
thumbs  down  on  the  production,  he  replied: 
“Well,  the  picture  gives  the  idea  we  can 
do  business  with  Hitler,  doesn’t  it?” 

He  Hadn't  Seen  the  Picture 

We  informed  him  that  “Tomorrow  the 
World”  had  an  entirely  different  theme  and 
asked  if  he’d  seen  either  the  picture  or  the 
play.  No,  he  hadn’t.  Pressed  to  explain  the 
ban,  he  replied  mysteriously,  “Probably  for 
security  reasons;  we’re  still  fighting  over 
there,  you  know.”  Unfortunately  we’re  not 
up  on  current  affairs  the  way  OWI  officials 
are,  so  we  can’t  explain  how  military  secur- 
ity has  anything  to  do  with  liberated  areas 
from  which  the  Nazis  have  long  been  driven 
— North  Africa,  for  instance. 

A glutton  for  punishment,  we  had  him 
switch  our  call  to  OWI’s  director  of  press 
relations.  She,  too,  was  “not  in,”  so  we  left 
word  for  her  to  return  our  call.  This  she 
did,  several  days  later.  We  asked  her  if 
she  could  give  us  the  reason  for  banning  the 
picture.  She  couldn’t.  Well  then,  perhaps 
she’d  tell  us  of  someone  at  OWI  who  could. 
We  might,  she  said,  possibly  get  the  in- 
formation from  a member  of  one  of  the 
boards,  just  which  one  she  wasn’t  sure. 


However,  she’d  be  glad  to  ascertain  the  name 
of  the  proper  authority  and  let  us  know. 

Within  a surprisingly  short  time — the  same 
week,  in  fact — she  called  back,  told  us  she’d 
found  an  official  actually  willing  to  grant 
us  an  interview,  with  the  proviso  that  we 
submit  the  story  to  him  before  release  and 
clear  it  through  the  public  relations  office. 

He  Admits  His  Identity! 

We  telephoned  the  official  in  question  and 
he  was  “not  in.”  At  any  rate,  we  left  word 
for  him  to  call  us  back.  We  called  up  daily 
without  result;  invariably  he  was  “not  in.” 
Eventually,  however,  we  crossed  him  up  by 
calling  up  when  his  secretary  was  out;  he 
not  only  answered  the  phone  but  also  in  an 
unguarded  moment  actually  admitted  his 
identity.  Eureka! 

Asked  the  reason  for  OWI’s  ban  on  “To- 
morrow the  World,”  he  replied  he  “couldn’t 
say.”  The  review  board  of  which  he  was  a 
member  was  governed  by  directives — “confi- 
dential directives,”  he  emphasized.  We  asked 
for  particulars  regarding  other  banned  pic- 
tures. The  phone  seemed  to  go  dead — he 
pulled  his  neck  in  so  far  we  couldn’t  hear 
his  reply,  if  any.  We  hung  up. 

A few  hours  later  we  journeyed  backstage 
of  the  Cort  Theatre,  where  Fredric  March, 
star  of  the  banned  film,  is  currently  appear- 
ing in  “A  Bell  for  Adano.”  We  asked  him 
what  he  thought  of  OWI’s  action.  “Tragic,” 
was  his  reply.  “This  is  the  first  I’d  heard 
of  it,  but  it  seems  shameful  to  ban  such  a 
good  picture,  one  which  took  so  much  cour- 
age to  make.  I suppose  the  OWI  knows 
what  it’s  doing,”  he  continued  with  a sigh, 
“but  to  me  it  seems  very  unfortunate  one 
of  the  first  important  pictures  Hollywood 
has  made,  a film  so  pertinent  to  our  prob- 
lems of  today,  should  be  turned  down.” 

Subsequently  we  contacted  the  offices  of 
Lester  Cowan,  producer  of  “Tomorrow  the 
World,”  to  find  out  what  steps  he  was  taking 
to  combat  the  ban.  Cowan  was  en  route  to 
Hollywood  and  could  not  be  reached.  His 
representative,  Bernard  Kreisler,  said,  “steps 


are  being  taken  to  obtain  a reconsideration 
of  OWI’s  decision.” 

Parallels  Success  as  Play 

The  picture,  according  to  Kreisler,  is  par- 
alleling its  performance  as  a play.  When  pro- 
duced on  the  stage  in  New  York  and  Chi- 
cago, it  opened  indifferently  and  it  was  prob- 
lematical whether  the  respective  companies 
would  continue.  After  a few  weeks  both 
companies  clicked  and  the  play  stood  up  for 
14  months  in  New  York  and  seven  in  Chi- 
cago. The  screen  version,  like  the  play  itself, 
builds  up  because  of  word-of-mouth  adver- 
tising. At  the  Globe,  where  the  picture  is 
playing  an  extended  Broadway  run,  the  third 
week’s  business  topped  that  of  the  second, 
the  fourth  topped  that  of  the  third,  the 
fifth  beat  all  previous  weeks’  business  except 
the  first  week’s,  and,  judging  by  boxoffice 
returns  last  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  sixth 
week’s  take  will  top  all  previous  weeks  save 
the  opening  one. 

That  this  word  - of  - mouth  advertising 
spreads  almost  overnight  is  evidenced  by  the 
record  established  by  the  picture  at  Poli’s  in 
Springfield,  Mass.,  There  “Tomorrow  the 
World,”  despite  a terrific  storm  lasting  sev- 
eral days,  chalked  up  the  best  business  the 
house  had  done  in  eight  months,  according 
to  Kreisler. 

Sneak  previews  were  held  at  26  UA  ex- 
changes. Audience  preview  cards  indicated 
82  per  cent  to  86  per  cent  approval  of  the 
film’s  current  ending.  “Some  of  the  audi- 
ence actually  complained,”  Kreisler  con- 
cluded, “because  the  picture  was  ‘too  short’.” 

Meanwhile  the  controversy  spread  from 
coast  to  coast.  The  Writers  War  Board  of 
New  York  considered  the  film  “dangerous”; 
Rex  Stout,  head  of  the  board,  stated:  “Its 
dangerous  implication  is  that  persevering 
kindness  and  understanding  will  transform 
Nazis  into  ‘good’  Germans  . . . The  dramatic 
effectiveness  of  the  film  accentuates  its 
danger.”  On  the  other  hand,  and  coast,  the 
Hollywood  Writers  Mobilization  singled  out 
“Tomorrow  the  World”  for  special  honors 
as  the  first  picture  to  rate  their  new  writer’s 
award.  A committee  of  selection,  including 
such  persons  as  James  Hilton,  Bette  Davis, 
Greer  Garson,  Lamar  Trotti,  Katharine  Hep- 
burn, Howard  Estabrook  and  Edward  G. 
Robinson,  deemed  the  picture  of  sufficient 
stature  to  rate  not  only  a premiere  for  the 
benefit  of  the  mobilization’s  war  activities, 
but  also  to  accompany  it  with  a town  meet- 
ing led  by  Thomas  Mann,  Paul  Henreid  and 
Alexander  Knox. 

Writers’  Group  to  Defense 

Rising  to  defend  the  picture  it  has  chosen 
to  honor,  the  Hollywood  Writers  Mobiliza- 
tion says:  “The  film  emphasizes  most  pow- 
erfully the  real  nature  of  the  German  enemy 
— his  violence  and  his  treachery;  that  far 
from  implying  that  kindness  and  understand- 
ing will  transform  Nazis  into  good  Germans, 
it  emphasizes  that  Germans  must  be  thor- 
oughly licked.” 

We  don’t  know  whether  Hitler  is  chuckling 
at  the  OWI’s  withholding  a powerful  anti- 
Nazi  weapon  from  the  peoples  of  two  con- 
tinents, nor  do  we  know  if  Goebbels  is  laugh- 
ing up  his  sleeve  because  two  important 
writer  groups,  squabbling  between  them- 
selves, are  shown  to  be  ripe  for  his  Divide- 
and-Conquer  technique.  But  we  do  know  the 
controversy  about  “Tomorrow  the  World”  is 
going  to  bring  a flock  of  admissions  to  every 
house  presenting  that  picture. 


Ad  Men  Honor  Hope 

NEW  YORK— President  Allan  T.  Preyer  of 
the  Advertising  Club  of  New  York  presented 
Bob  Hope  with  a bronze  plaque  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  accomplishments  in  entertaining 
armed  service  groups  all  over  the  world. 
The  presentation  took  place  at  the  club’s 
weekly  luncheon;  the  entire  membership  at- 
tended and  roared  with  laughter  at  Hope’s 
account  of  his  adventures  overseas. 
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Hear  glamorous  DINAH  SHORE  sing  the 
season’s 


hit  of  hits-.  “Sleighride  in  July"; 
. . ."Like  Someone  In  Love"  and  "I  Can’t 
Tell  Why  I Love  You,"  3 of  the  5 big 
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Goldwyn  Says  System 
Of  Film  Cuts  Wrong 

NEW  YORK — Continuance  of  WPB’s  pol- 
icy of  releasing  raw  stock  through  distribu- 
tors instead  of  directly  to  producers  may 
sound  the  death  knell  of  independent  pro- 
duction, according  to  Samuel  Goldwyn.  “I 
don’t  want  to  depend  on  any  distributor;  I 
want  to  deal  directly  with  the  government,” 
Goldwyn  declared  in  a characteristic  verbal 
bombshell  delivered  on  his  arrival  from  Hol- 
lywood on  Tuesday. 

“I  know  of  producers  who  cannot  get  raw 
stock — men  who  have  been  making  pictures 
for  many  years — who  will  be  unable  to  con- 
tinue in  business.  These  producers,  as  the 
original  creators  of  the  industry,  demand  a 
standing  which  will  permit  them  to  survive. 
No  longer  do  they  intend  to  remain  sub- 
servient to  the  distributors,  who,  by  holding 
ration  cards,  have  in  many  cases  possessed 
the  power  of  life  or  death  over  an  independ- 
ent producer,”  Goldwyn  continued.  “I’m  not 
concerned  with  my  own  individual  situation, 
but  I am  concerned  about  an  extremely  grave 
condition  in  the  industry. 

Would  Ration  Producers 

“The  government  rations  newsprint,  that 
other  great  medium  of  public  expression,  to 
the  publishers  and  not  to  the  wholesalers 
and  distributors;  why  then  should  it  not 
issue  its  ration  cards  for  raw  stock  to  the 
producers  instead  of  to  the  middlemen,  the 
distributors?  No  producer  complains  because 
there  is  not  enough  raw  stock  to  go  around,” 
he  went  on.  “They  all  know  there’s  a war 
on.  But  producers  do  complain — and  rightly 
—that  during  a war  the  vast  accumulation 
of  finished  films  by  the  producer-distributor 
combinations  is  in  effect  a most  dangerous 
and  unsound  hoarding.  Some  of  these  films 
have  been  stored  away  for  a year  or  more. 

“We  must  prevent  these  accumulations  and 
recognize  that,  in  effect,  they  constitute  a 
hoarding  that  will  strangle  the  creative  im- 
pulse of  the  independent  producer  at  the 
very  time  when  his  importance  to  this  in- 
dustry is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been.  There 
is  a further  point,  a very  important  one,” 
continued  Goldwyn,  “which  is  that  the  pur- 
pose of  film  rationing  is  for  the  public  good 
and  for  the  public  interest — that  and  nothing 
more.  In  it,  the  independent  producer  has 
a great  stake,  and  the  public  has  a great 
stake  in  the  independent  producer. 

“A  last  point  is  that  raw  stock  should  be 
made  available  in  increasing  quantities  for 
the  distribution  in  the  United  States,  of  pic- 
tures made  in  England  and  other  foreign 
countries,”  he  concluded.  “An  honest  reali- 
zation of  the  place  of  films  in  international 
understanding  and  in  commerce  would  dic- 
tate this  as  basic  and  essential.” 

Not  Entering  Exhibition 

Asked  whether  his  and  David  O.  Selznick’s 
coleasing  of  the  Astor  here  was  the  fore- 
runner of  similar  ventures,  Goldwyn  replied 
he  was  not  going  into  the  theatre  business. 
Questioned  regarding  his  stand  on  the  con- 
sent decree  and  double-features,  he  an- 
swered: “I’m  not  discussing  the  consent  de- 
cree. As  to  double  features,  I’m  less  in  favor 
of  them  than  ever.” 

Here  for  four  weeks,  Goldwyn  will  attend 
the  Broadway  premiere  of  his  Bob  Hope  fea- 
ture, “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,”  at  the 
Astor,  now  being  remodeled  and  enlarged 
for  the  RKO  Radio-released  Technicolor  pro- 
duction. In  addition,  he  will  see  most  of  the 
legitimate  shows  currently  on  Broadway. 


Buys  “Maggie"  for  Jeanne  Crain 

Twentieth  has  bought  “Maggie,”  an  original 
story  by  Ruth  McKenney  and  Richard  Brans- 
ten,  as  a tentative  starrer  for  Jeanne  Crain. 
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A GUY,  A GAL  AND  A PAL  (Col)— Exhibi- 
tors are  in  for  a pleasant  surprise.  Not 
often  does  such  a jolly  bit  of  audience- 
pleasing comedy  come  their  way.  The  story 
is  always  one  jump  ahead  of  the  screen- 
watchers  and  the  acting  of  Lynn  Merrick 
and  Ross  Hunter  makes  them  a team  pa- 
trons will  take  to  their  hearts.  Ted  Donald- 
son shows  that  he  was  not  accidentally 
good  in  “Once  Upon  a Time”  but  is  de- 
pendable juvenile  talent  with  stellar  pos- 
sibilities. Ross  Hunter,  Lynn  Merrick,  Ted 
Donaldson.  Oscar  Boetticher,  director. 

HER  LUCKY  NIGHT  (Univ) — In  seeking  a 
screenplay  for  this  modest  offering,  the 
producer  apparently  was  desirous  of  hav- 
ing it  serve  a dual  function.  The  yarn  had 
to  do  as  another  in  the  series  of  romantic 
comedies  starring  Martha  O’Driscoll  and 
Noah  Beery  jr.,  and  double  as  a vehicle  for 
the  Andrews  Sisters — their  last,  incidental- 
ly, under  the  Universal  banner.  This  dou- 
ble purpose  could  be  an  explanation  for  the 
bumper  crop  of  comedy  cliches  which  fi- 
nally found  their  way  into  the  anything- 
but-funny  script.  Andrews  Sister,  Martha 
O’Driscoll,  Noah  Beery  jr.,  George  Barbier, 
Maurice  Cass.  Directed  by  Edward  Lilley. 

I LOVE  A MYSTERY  (Col)— The  first  of 
this  radio  series  on  the  screen  has  also 
brought  along  those  two  popular  detectives, 
Jim  Bannon  and  Barton  Yarborough,  the 
Jack  Packard  and  Doc  Long  of  its  original 
air  show.  Doc’s  comic  asides  and  manner- 
isms are  a welcome  relief  from  the  other- 
wise tragic  atmosphere  of  the  picture.  As 
a thriller,  it  is  all  any  exhibitor  could  de- 
sire, for  George  Macready  is  fast  making  a 
fan  following  for  himself  as  a player  whose 
portrayal  of  suave,  mad  killers  is  uncan- 
nily impressive.  Jim  Bannon,  Nina  Foch, 
George  Macready,  Barton  Yarborough, 
Carole  Mathews.  Henry  Levin,  director. 

WHAT  A BLONDE  (RKO)— This  latest  Leon 
Errol  comedy  is  made  to  order  for  dual 
programs  and  should  solve  many  problems 
of  bookers  in  quest  of  light  fare  to  balance 
a serious  top  feature.  The  story  runs  to 
farsical  lengths,  giving  Errol  plenty  of  op- 
portunity to  try  all  of  the  comedy  tricks  of 
which  he  is  a past  master.  Topical  inter- 
est is  furnished  by  Errol’s  efforts  to  obtain 
supplemental  gasoline  coupons  by  having 
him  get  two  strangers  to  ride  with  him  to 
his  office.  Leon  Errol,  Richard  Lane, 
Michael  St.  Angel,  Elaine  Riley,  Veda  Ann 
Borg.  Leslie  Goodwins  directed. 

These  reviews  will  appear  in  full  in 

a forthcoming  issue  of  Boxoffice. 


All  Macon  Stores  Join 
In  "Co-Pilot"  Contest 

NEW  YORK — Every  store  in  Macon,  Ga., 
has  agreed  to  take  part  in  a window  display 
contest  with  war  bonds  as  prizes  in  connec- 
tion with  the  opening  of  “God  Is  My  Co- 
Pilot”  February  21.  The  deal  has  been  ar- 
ranged by  the  Lucas  & Jenkins  staff  and  the 
publishers  of  the  News  and  Telegraph.  In- 
stallation of  the  displays  has  already  been 
started. 

The  prizes  were  put  up  by  the  News  and 
Telegraph.  Lamarr  Swift,  city  manager  of 
Lucas  & Jenkins,  will  have  the  winner  as 
guest  at  the  opening  show. 


Goldman  Wins  Point 
In  Clearance  Fight 

PHILADELPHIA— William  Goldman,  inde- 
pendent exhibitor,  who  is  suing  the  major 
distributors  and  the  Warners  organization  for 
the  right  to  show  first  run  product,  last  week 
won  a “diversionary”  battle  before  the 
American  Arbitration  Ass’n. 

The  AAA  granted  Goldman’s  request  that 
his  two  midcity  houses — the  Karlton  and 
Keith’s — be  granted  seven  days  clearance  on 
Paramount,  RKO  and  20th-Fox  pictures  after 
they  are  shown  in  the  first  run  houses,  all 
operated  by  Stanley-Warner. 

Previously  Goldman’s  two  theatres  had  to 
wait  two  weeks  after  the  first  runs  before 
they  could  show  the  products  distributed  by 
these  three  companies.  Goldman  has  already 
obtained  this  right  from  M-G-M. 

A hearing  on  Goldman’s  $1,250,000  damage 
suit  against  the  major  distributors  and  War- 
ners, now  pending  before  the  U.S.  circuit 
court  of  appeals,  is  slated  to  open  February 
8.  Sitting  as  intervenors  in  the  case  will  be 
representatives  from  the  attorney  general’s 
office.  The  government  representative  will 
be  either  Robert  L.  Wright  or  Wendell  Berge. 

The  decision  by  the  AAA  will  also  benefit 
the  other  central  city  independent  theatre, 
the  Arcadia,  owned  by  a syndicate  headed  by 
Abe  Sablosky,  since  the  seven-day  clearance 
granted  to  Goldman  will  also  apply  to  that 
house.  The  Arcadia  has  obtained  that  ar- 
rangement with  M-G-M. 

Philadelphia  Seeking 
New  Tax  on  Theatres 

PHILADELPHIA — A proposal  to  tax  thea- 
tre admissions  for  children  under  14  and  to 
exact  a similar  levy  on  nonprofit  amuse- 
ments as  well  launched  a storm  of  protest 
here  last  week.  Shortly  after  city  council 
announced  such  a plan  was  being  contem- 
plated, Louis  J.  Goffman,  counsel  for  Warner 
Bros.,  protested  at  a meeting  of  the  council’s 
finance  committee.  He  said  such  a policy 
would  keep  children  from  theatres  and  throw 
them  back  on  the  streets. 

The  Philadelphia  Orchestra  was  repre- 
sented by  its  president,  Orville  H.  Bullitt.  He 
pointed  out  to  the  committee  that  last  year 
the  orchestra  operated  at  a $80,000  deficit. 
“Admissions,”  he  said,  “total  $275,000  a year, 
which  means  the  tax  would  only  bring  about 
$11,000  a year.” 

Dr.  Harl  McDonald,  general  manager  of 
the  orchestra,  said  that  less  than  one  per 
cent  of  Philadelphians  support  the  orches- 
tra, which  is  a “cultural  asset  to  Philadel- 
phia.” 

The  city  tax  is  one  cent  on  each  25 -cent 
admission.  Heretofore,  nonprofit  entertain- 
ment and  admissions  of  children  under  14 
have  been  exempt. 


Venezuela  Has  a Hit 

CARACAS,  VENEZUELA  — The  Boyaca 
theatre  is  holding  over  “The  Woman  in  the 
Window”  for  a third  week.  Following  two 
smashing  weeks,  the  Robinson-Bennett  co- 
starrer  has  been  acclaimed  the  most  out- 
standing film  of  the  season  in  Venezuela,  ac- 
cording to  RKO  Radio  officials  here. 


Disney  Hit  Tops  Record 

MEXICO  CITY  — Following  four  record 
grossing  weeks,  Walt  Disney’s  “The  Three 
Caballeros”  is  now  in  its  second  month  at 
the  Alameda.  No  other  picture,  native  or 
American,  has  approached  the  Disney  period 
at  this  house,  according  to  RKO  Radio  of- 
ficials. 
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RED  CROSS  FUND  WEEK,  MARCH  15-21 


(Tradeshown  and  reviewed  as  "Farewell  My  Lovely") 


What  a power-house  t 
he  is! . Smashing 
through  a new  kind  of 
murder  mystery.,, 
hunted  for  the  very 
crime  he  tries  to  solve! 


MIKE  MAZURKI  • MILES  MANDER  • DOUGLAS  WALTON  « DON  DOUGLAS 

Produced  by  Adrian  Scott  • Directed  by  Edward  Dmytryk 

Screen  Play  by  John  Paxton 
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AUDIENCE  BAROMETER — That’s  not  the  official  name  of  it,  but  the  service 
it  performs  amounts  to  that.  It  is  the  latest  move  of  Dr.  George  Gallup,  head  of 
Audience  Research,  Inc.,  to  tell  producers  everything  they  want  to  know  about 
stories,  titles,  cast,  advertising  and  audience  reactions. 


Dr.  Gallup's  New  Machines  Measure 
Everything— Script  to  Theatre 


NEW  YORK — It  used  to  be  a standing  gag 
in  mid-Manhattan  that  Dunhill  would  meas- 
ure your  personality  before  selling  pipe  to- 
bacco mixtures.  Dr.  George  Gallup  is  now 
planning  to  beat  this  by  measuring  audience 
attitudes  toward  scripts  in  preparation;  ad- 
vance selling  “penetration”  for  pictures  in 
work,  and  audience  reaction  scene  by  scene 
at  previews.  So  far,  the  service  is  intended 
only  for  producers  and  distributors. 

It  is  to  be  done  by  two  machines  ticking 
each  second  and  by  a staff  of  researchers 
ranging  from  19  up.  Because  young  people 
make  up  a larger  proportion  of  audiences 
there  will  be  more  young  people  than  old 
doing  the  questioning. 

They  Run  Six  Feet  Long 

The  results  are  put  on  graphs  about  six 
feet  long  and  sent  to  the  customers,  and 
the  distributors  can  check  them  with  their 
subsequent  receipts.  The  machines  are  new, 
but  the  researchers  have  been  busy  for  five 
years. 

One  machine  is  called  the  Hopkins  Elec- 
tric Televoting  System.  Neville  M.  Hopkins 
controls  the  patents.  The  other  is  called  the 
Unit  Ballot  Analyser.  It  was  invented  by 
Prof.  Robert  Seashore,  professor  of  psychol- 
ogy at  Northwestern  University.  These  are 
for  completed  pictures  as  they  are  shown  to 
audiences. 

The  service  to  distributors  on  stories,  plays, 
novels,  casting,  etc.,  is  to  be  called  the  Pre- 
view Profile  Jury  System.  Probable  reactions 
to  stories  and  casting  might  take  from  two 
to  three  weeks  or  up  to  six  months.  The 
casting  tests  and  title  tests  will  be  easier, 
Dr.  Gallup  says.  He  has  graphs  on  attend- 


ance by  various  age  groups. 

His  service  to  distributors  will  be  called  an 
Index  of  Audience  Potential.  It  will  include 
percentage  reports  on  the  penetration  of  ad- 
vance advertising,  so  that  if  these  do  not 
come  up  to  par  advertising  and  publicity  de- 
partment can  switch  their  line  of  approach. 

The  audience  reaction  machine  is  operated 
by  the  paid  listeners  who  hold  small  round 
gadgets  with  switches  in  their  hands  and 
turn  a knob  to  the  left  when  they  dislike 
a scene  and  to  various  points  on  the  right 
when  they  like  something,  or  like  it  very 
much.  Up  to  200  of  these  can  be  used  simul- 
taneously. The  reactions  are  recorded  on  a 
strip  of  paper  which  moves  once  each  sec- 
ond. These  are  timed  so  the  reactions  are 
running  90  feet  per  minute,  the  same  speed 
the  picture  is  running.  When  completed  it  is 
fitted  onto  a long  graph  sheet  with  notations 
on  the  scenes  alongside.  An  interpretation  of 
the  results — types  of  persons  in  the  audience, 
ages,  frequency  of  attendance,  etc. — is  fur-> 
nished  with  the  graph. 

“Mrs.  Miniver’s”  Graphs  Are  Tops 

On  some  pictures  two  or  more  graphs  are 
presented  on  one  sheet. 

Graphs  on  “Mrs.  Miniver”  were  tops  all 
the  way  through. 

RKO,  Columbia,  Selznick,  Disney  and 
Time,  Inc.,  have  been  using  the  audience 
research  studies  for  some  time  for  prepar- 
ing advertising  campaigns  and  for  rating  the 
sales  of  pictures.  The  new  machines  are  to 
be  introduced  to  Hollywood  shortly.  Only 
one  of  each  is  available  to  date,  and  one  is 
still  in  an  experimental  state. 

To  date  Dr.  Gallup  has  not  developed 
plans  for  supplying  this  type  of  service  to 
exhibitors,  he  says. 


Para't  Theatre  Heads 
On  National  Tour 

NEW  YORK — Leonard  H.  Goldenson,  Par- 
amount vice-president  in  charge  of  theatre 
operations,  left  Sunday  for  Detroit,  the  first 
stop  on  a business  trip  to  the  coast  during 
which  he  will  confer  with  theatre  partners 
and  associates  in  six  cities. 

He  was  accompanied  by  Edward  L.  Hyman, 
director  of  theatres  in  the  northern  division, 
and  Max  Fellerman  and  Joseph  Kinsky.  This 
will  be  the  first  tour  since  the  recent  execu- 
tive realignment. 

Goldenson  will  be  joined  in  Hollywood  by 
Robert  M.  Weitman,  managing  director  of 
the  New  York  Paramount,  who  leaves  Feb- 
ruary 7 for  his  annual  studio  visit. 

In  addition  to  business  conferences  in  De- 
troit, the  Goldenson  group  will  be  guests  at 
the  installation  banquet  of  the  Variety  Club 
of  Michigan  on  February  5.  U.  S.  Sen.  Arthur 
H.  Vandenberg  of  Michigan  is  slated  to  be 
the  principal  speaker.  Earl  Hudson,  presi- 
dent of  United  Detroit  Theatres  associated 
with  Paramount,  will  be  toastmaster. 

Conference  Set  for  Chicago 

In  Chicago,  a day  later,  the  group  will  con- 
fer with  John  Balaban,  executive  of  Bala- 
ban  & Katz,  and  J.  J.  Rubens,  head  of 
Publix-Great  States  Theatres.  They  will  be 
in  Salt  Lake  City  on  February  8 for  a two- 
day  confab  with  Tracy  Barham,  executive 
of  Intermountain  Theatres. 

Goldenson  will  then  head  for  Hollywood 
for  his  annual  studio  visit,  arriving  on  Feb- 
ruary 10.  He  will  view  completed  films  and 
confer  with  Paramount  Executives  Y.  Frank 
Freeman  and  Henry  Ginsberg. 

From  Salt  Lake  City,  Hyman,  Fellerman 
and  Kinsky  will  go  to  San  Francisco  for 
meetings  with  theatre  associates.  They  will 
arrive  in  Los  Angeles  February  13,  where 
conferences  will  be  held  with  Marco  Wolf, 
operator  of  the  Paramount,  Downtown  and 
Hollywood  theatres. 

The  entire  group  will  leave  February  16 
for  New  York,  stopping  off  at  Phoenix,  Ariz., 
for  talks  with  Harry  Nace,  head  of  Publix- 
Richards-Nace,  Inc.,  in  connection  with  the 
opening  of  a new  theatre  in  that  city.  They 
will  be  back  in  New  York  February  23. 

E.  H.  Powell  Named  Head 
Of  Encyclopaedia  Films 

NEW  YORK — E.  H.  Powell,  president  of 
the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  has  been 
elected  president  of  Encyclopaedia  Britannica 
Films,  Inc.,  and  Dr.  Miller  McClintock,  for- 
merly president  of  the  Mutual  Broadcasting 
System,  and  Dr.  V.  C.  Arnspiger  have  been 
elected  directors  of  the  company.  Arnspiger 
is  a vice-president  of  the  film  organization. 

Dr.  McClintock  has  been  retained  as  a spe- 
cial consultant  to  the  film  company,  William 

B.  Benton,  chairman  of  the  board,  declared. 
In  addition,  three  new  officers  of  the  com- 
pany were  elected.  They  are  S.  R.  Fuller, 
treasurer;  J.  A.  Brill,  assistant  secretary,  and 

C.  F.  Hansen,  comptroller.  W.  G.  Tams,  for- 
merly assistant  secretary,  was  made  secre- 
tary of  the  company. 

Await  Henderson  Report 
On  French  Situation 

NEW  YORK — Industry  leaders  are  await- 
ing with  interest  the  report  to  be  submitted 
to  President  Roosevelt  by  Leon  Henderson, 
former  price  administrator,  when  he  returns 
to  Washington  within  the  month. 

Henderson  made  a survey  of  economic  con- 
ditions and  possibilities  in  France  and  other 
liberated  areas  of  the  western  front.  At  the 
moment  he  is  in  London,  but  has  declined  to 
discuss  his  observations. 
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By  AL  SHERMAN 


Department  Will  Push  Its 
Film  Antitrust  Probe 

One  of  the  government’s  ace  experts  on 
antitrust  actions  in  speeding  Hollywoodward 
to  further  a survey  of  the  motion  picture 
industry  on  behalf  of  the  department  of  jus- 
tice. This  investigation  is  expected  to  take 
six  to  eight  weeks  and  various  phases  of  the 
production  scene  will  undergo  the  fine-tooth 
comb  scrutiny  of  this  top  DofJ  executive. 
Joseph  Borkin,  chief  economist  for  the  DofJ’s 
antitrust  division,  and  one  of  its  top  experts 
in  this  field,  will  supervise  this  survey  of 
motion  pictures  in  conjunction  with  Los  An- 
geles justice  department  officials. 

During  the  investigation  various  phases  of 
the  production  scene  will  undergo  the  expert 
scrutiny  of  Borkin  and  his  aides. 

Exhibitor's  2-Billion  Stake 
In  Battle  Over  Wallace 

The  battle  in  the  senate  over  the  appoint- 
ment by  President  Roosevelt  of  Henry  T. 
Wallace  to  the  post  of  secretary  of  com- 
merce is  of  vital  interest  to  exhibitors  in 
many  ways.  Exhibitors  have  an  investment 
in  property  values  approximating  roughly 
some  $2,000,000,000 — and  this  investment  and 
its  future  welfare  is  part  of  the  stakes  that 
have  prompted  the  war  in  the  senate  against 
the  Wallace  appointment. 

While  figures  on  RFC  loans  on  theatre 
properties  are  not  available,  the  disposition 
of  the  RFC  and  the  affairs  of  the  commerce 
department  should  be  a major  concern  of 
every  exhibitor.  Despite  the  arguments 
against  an  alleged  lack  of  ability  on  the  part 
of  Wallace  as  a so-called  “business  man,” 
there  is  a strong  feeling  in  film  circles  here 
that  his  appointment  will  be  of  decided  im- 
portance to  the  motion  picture  industry. 
Wallace’s  sympathetic  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  work  performed  by  film 
producers  and  exhibitors  in  helping  carry  the 
war  to  a successful  conclusion,  will  make 
itself  evident,  it  is  felt  here,  in  more  ways 
than  one  when  the  senatorial  conflict  is 
ended. 

Film  "Internationals"  Face 
Some  Postwar  Headaches 

The  current  tendency  on  the  part  of  mo- 
tion picture  companies  to  organize  so-called 
“international”  corporate  setups  may  lead  to 
considerable  postwar  headaches,  according  to 
a leading  Washington  authority  on  inter- 
national tax  law  and  tax  problems.  Film 
companies  of  recent  months  have  been  form- 
ing new  corporations  to  handle  foreign  busi- 
ness for  the  respective  organizations.  De- 
signed primarily  to  take  advantage  of  the 
United  States  excess  profits  tax  law,  this 
same  financial  structure  may  become  in- 
volved in  foreign  difficulties  that  may  cut 
away  any  monetary  advantages  now  enjoyed 
by  these  new  corporations,  according  to  the 
tax  expert. 

Canadian  Communities  Use 
Films  as  Business  Draw 

An  angle  of  the  report  on  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  Canada  for  1944  as  pre- 
pared by  H.  M.  Bankhead,  commercial  at- 
tache, American  embassy  in  Ottawa,  for  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
is  the  following  quotation  concerning  picture 
business  in  Winnipeg: 

“An  interesting  phase  in  the  motion  picture 
business  has  arisen  in  small  towns  on  the 


prairies  having  from  200  to  300  population, 
where  local  boards  of  trade  or  community 
clubs  have  been  practically  forced  to  operate 
motion  picture  theatres  at  least  once  a week 
in  order  to  attract  farmers  and  their  trade. 
If  there  is  no  show  in  town,  the  farmer  will 
go  to  another  community,  even  if  it  is  located 
farther  away,  in  order  to  see  a picture  and, 
incidentally,  to  do  his  trading  at  the  same 
time. 

“Thus,  small  towns  have  been  compelled  to 
operate  picture  shows  at  cost  on  a community 
basis,  as  the  limited  scope  of  the  operation 
would  not  pay  private  persons  to  establish 
picture  shows  in  these  small  towns.  The  re- 
sult, nevertheless,  is  that  U.S.  motion  pic- 
tures are,  perforce,  spreading  to  every  nook 
and  cranny  of  the  prairie  provinces.” 

Congressman  Mundt  Writes 
The  Film  Industry  Leaders 

Acting  upon  a suggestion  from  BOXOF- 
FICE,  Rep.  Karl  Mundt,  (R-S.Dak.)  has  sent 
letters  to  representative  members  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  urging  them  to  respond 
to  his  question:  “What  is  an  un-American 
activity?”  Such  industry  personalities  as 
Will  H.  Hays,  Cecil  B.  DeMi’le,  Darryl 
Zanuck,  Harry  M.  Warner,  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
James  Cagney  and  Walt  Disney  have  re- 
ceived letters  from  Congressman  Mundt.  The 
suggestions  contained  in  the  replies  will  be 
submitted  for  study  to  the  new  Standing 
Committee  to  Investigate  un-American  Ac- 
tivities, which  was  placed  into  being  by 
Congressman  John  Rankin  as  a successor  to 
the  late  but  not  lamented  Dies  Committee. 

Congressman  Mundt  sent  a letter  originally 
to  some  100  “moulders  of  public  opinion,” 
and  among  the  personalities  on  the  list  were 
leaders  in  radio,  press,  church  and  civic  af- 
fairs— but  not  a single  motion  picture  in- 
dustry executive. 

When  Congressman  Mundt  was  informed  of 
this  lack,  he  told  this  reporter  that  he  “had 
never  thought  of  motion  pictures  as  wielding 
influences  over  public  opinion”  but  agreed 
that  films  served  the  nation  as  more  than 
just  an  entertainment  factor.  He  regretted 
his  oversight  and  stated  he  would  send  out 
letters  immediately  to  a representative  group 
of  film  industry  leaders. 

Such  men  as  John  W.  Davis,  Drew  Pear- 
son and  Paul  Mallon  have  responded  to  Con- 
gressman Mundt’s  letter  and  the  consensus 
of  opinion,  according  to  the  Congressman,  is 
that  most  of  the  replies  urge  that  the  Com- 
mittee concentrate  upon  investigating  “any 
organization  seeking  to  overthrow  constitu- 
tional government.” 

Films  May  Set  the  GIs' 
Apprenticeship  Program 

Motion  picture  production  is  among  the 
essential  industries  considered  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  apprenticeship  program 
sponsored  by  the  War  Manpower  Commis- 
sion apprentice  training  service  on  behalf 
of  returning  veterans.  There  also  is  a pos- 
sibility that  the  WMC  may  approve  the  use 
of  apprentices  in  the  16-year-old  to  17- 
year-old  age  groups  for  nonhazardous  in- 
dustries and  for  such  morale-factor  busi- 
nesses as  motion  picture  exhibition. 

Paul  V.  McNutt,  chairman  of  the  WMC, 
announced  that  the  number  of  establish- 
ments now  using  apprenticeship  programs 
totals  32,000  and  urged  that  this  number  be 
increased  to  include  450,000  establishments 
in  order  to  provide  sufficient  apprentice 
training  opportunities  for  returning  vet- 


Answering YOUR 
Question: 

I’ve  had  to  face  all  kinds  of 
headaches  but  one  of  my  biggest 
problems  now  is  to  fight  the  com- 
petition of  club  and  community 
showings  of  various  types  of  free 
films,  from  government-sponsored 
reels  to  commercial  pictures.  I 
think  there  should  be  a law.  What 
do  you  suggest? — L.T. 

Why  not  take  the  sting  out  of  this 
free  competition  by  booking  strong  at- 
tractions on  a competing  night  or 
ballyhooing  a worthwhile  government 
film?  I’d  also  suggest  that  you  might 
tie  in,  wherever  possible,  with  local  or- 
ganizations to  sponsor  special  showings 
of  such  pictures,  either  on  an  qff  night 
in  your  theatre  or  for  a morning  mati- 
nee. Too,  your  local  exchange  will  co- 
operate with  you,  I’m  sure,  in  helping 
you  overcome  the  headache  of  free 
competition. 


erans.  Under  the  GI  law,  veterans  can  draw 
subsistence  allowance  while  learning  a trade 
through  apprenticeship. 

McNutt  also  urged  that  16-year-olds  also 
be  included  in  such  a training  program  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  having  a “forgotten 
generation”  unskilled  in  crafts  or  arts.  Man- 
agement and  labor  are  urged  to  formulate 
plans  to  make  effective  use  of  those  vet- 
erans between  the  ages  of  18  and  24  who 
were  compelled  to.  postpone  learning  skilled 
trades  because  of  their  induction  into  the 
armed  services. 

New  Washington  Theatre 
Provides  for  Television 

Additional  details  have  come  to  light  re- 
garding the  new  million-dollar  community 
center  project  for  southwest  Washington,  in 
which  will  be  incorporated  what  is  termed 
“Washington’s  finest  suburban  theatres.” 

There  will  be  ten  stores,  including  a res- 
taurant, food  store,  five  and  ten,  drug  store, 
beauty  shop,  laundry  valet.  Incidentally,  the 
theatre  owners  have  provided  for  television 
and  possible  stage  attractions. 

I've  Heard: 

That  Charles  Stofberg,  amiable  and 
able  executive  assistant  to  District  Com- 
missioner J.  Russell  Young,  will  be  secre- 
tary of  the  newly  proposed  Municipal 
Theatre ; 

That  Carter  Barron,  Loew’s  poohbah 
here,  is  wishing  he  could  be  in  two  places 
at  one  time,  he’s  so  busy  these  days; 

That  a major  film  circuit  is  dickering 
for  the  old  Belasco  Theatre,  now  the 
Stage  Door  Canteen,  to  use  as  a Wash- 
ington showcase.  So  far,  my  informant 
says,  it’s  no  deal — but  the  offer  is  a 
tempting  one; 

That  Sidney  Lust  is  giving  serious 
thought  to  turning  his  Hippodrome  The- 
atre into  an  out-and-out  rival  to  the  Lit- 
tle Theatre  for  Washington’s  “art  cin- 
ema” patronage: 

That  Paul  Schwarz,  head  of  the  local 
musicians’  union  here,  is  doing  a swell 
job  turning  his  organization  into  one  of 
the  most  cooperative  groups  in  Wash- 
ington; 

That  Abe  Lichtman,  whose  chain  of 
negro  theatres  is  one  of  the  smoothest- 
running  organizations  in  the  country, 
may  find  himself  the  recipient  of  high 
honors  from  a local  university. 
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aramount  s 


PLACE  OF  SCREENING 


The  World’s  Most  Hone 

TRADE 

4tl 


BRING  ON  THE  GIRLS " — In  Technicolor 


DAY-DATE  AND  TIME 


ALBANY DELAWARE  THEATRE,  290  Delaware  Avenue FRI.  FEB.  16 2 P.M. 

ATLANTA RHODES  THEATRE,  62  South  Rhodes  Center,  N.W FRI.  FEB.  16 11  A.M. 

BOSTON ESQUIRE  THEATRE,  264  Huntington  Avenue FRI.  FEB.  16 2.30  P.M. 

BUFFALO SHEA'S  NIAGARA  THEATRE,  426  Niagara  Street FRI.  FEB.  16 2 P.M. 

CHARLOTTE DILWORTH  THEATRE,  1609  South  Boulevard FRI.  FEB.  16 11:30  A.M. 

CHICAGO WORLD  PLAYHOUSE  THEATRE,  410  So.  Michigan  Ave.  ...FRI.  FEB.  16 10  A.M. 

CINCINNATI FOREST  THEATRE,  671  Forest  Avenue ....FRI,  FEB.  16 2:30  P.M. 

CLEVELAND COLONY  THEATRE,  Shaker  Square FRI.  FEB.  16 2 P.M. 

DALLAS ...MELROSE  THEATRE,  3419  Oaklawn  Avenue FRI.  FEB.  16 2 P.M. 

DENVER ALADDIN  THEATRE,  2010  East  Colfax  Avenue FRI.  FEB.  16 10  A.M. 

DES  MOINES INGERSOLL  THEATRE,  3711  Ingersoll  Avenue FRI.  FEB.  16 2 P.M. 

DETROIT FISHER  THEATRE,  7331  Second  Boulevard FRI.  FEB.  16 10:15  A.M. 

INDIANAPOLIS ST.  CLAIR  THEATRE,  802  Fort  Wayne  Avenue FRI.  FEB.  16 2 P.M. 

KANSAS  CITY VOGUE  THEATRE,  3444. Broadway FRI.  FEB.  16 2 P.M. 

LOS  ANGI 
MEMPHIS. 

MILWAUKEE.. 

MINNEAPOLIS. 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  ORLEANS... 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY. 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA ..STATE  THEATRE,  52nd  and  Chestnut  Streets THURS.  FEB.  15. 

PITTSBURGH SHADYSIDE  THEATRE,  5518  Walnut  Street. 

PORTLAND ORIENTAL  THEATRE,  822  Southeast  Grand  . 

ST.  LOUIS WEST  END  THEATRE,  4819  Delmar  Boulev< 

SALT  LAKE  CITY STUDIO  THEATRE,  161  South  Main  Street.. 

SAN  FRANCISCO METRO  THEATRE,  2055  Union  Street 

SEATTLE EGYPTIAN  THEATRE,  4543  University  Way 

WASHINGTON PARAMOUNT  PROJ.  ROOM,  306  H Street,  N.W FRI.  FEB.  16 2.3 0 P.M. 


.FRI.  FEB.  16 

. . .2:45  P.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

. . .2:30  P.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

. .2:30  P.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

..10:30  A.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

11  A.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

..10:30  A.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

..10:30  A.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

2 P.M. 

.THURS.  FEB.  15.  . 

. .8.30  P.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

2 P.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

. .2:30  P.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

2 P.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

10  A.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

. .2:30  P.M. 

.FRI.  FEB.  16 

...2:30  P.M. 

1 Film  Company  Announces 

MOWINGS  of 

Block  for  1944-45 


BALANCE  OF  FOURTH  BLOCK 


CITY  PLACE  OF  SCREENING 


"THE 

UNSEEN" 


"SALTY  "HIGH 

O’ROURKE"  POWERED" 


ALBANY 

. .FOX.  PROJ.  ROOM,  1052  BROADWAY 

...FRI.  FEB.  16 

8 P.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20 

...3:30  P.M... 

2 P.M. 

ATLANTA 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  154  Walton  St.,  N.W 

. . FRI.  FEB.  16 

. . .2:30  P.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

7:30  P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

3 P.M. 

BOSTON 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  58  Berkeley  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16 

...10:30  A.M 

3:75  P-H.  • 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M. 

BUFFALO 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  464  Franklin  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16 

8 P.M. 

.TUES.  FEB.  20 

...8:45  P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

. . .7.30  P.M. 

CHARLOTTE 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  305  South  Church  Street 

. .FRI.  FEB.  16 

. . .2.30  P.M 

. . .3:30  P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M. 

CHICAGO 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1306  So.  Michigan  Ave 

r . FRI.  FEB.  16 

7:30  P.M 

....7:30  P.M... 

3:75  P.M. 

CINCINNATI 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1214  Central  Parkway 

..FRI.  FEB.  16 

...10:30  A.M 

..TUES.  FEB.  20. 

3 P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

7 P.M. 

CLEVELAND 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1735  East  23rd  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16 

11  A.M 

..TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M... 

. . .TUES.  FEB.  20. 

77  A.M. 

DALLAS 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  412  So.  Harwood  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16 

...10:30  A.M 

...70.30  A.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

. . .2.30  P.M. 

DENVER 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  2100  Stout  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16 

. . .2:30  P.M 

. . .2:30  P.M... 

...3.45  P.M. 

DES  MOINES 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1125  High  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16 

10  A.M 

...12:45  P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

. . . 2:75  P.M. 

DETROIT 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  479  ledyard  Avenue 

2 P.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

7 P.M. 

INDIANAPOLIS 

.PARAMOUNT  EX.,  116  W.  Michigan  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

...10:30  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

7.-30  P.M  ... 

3.75  P.M. 

KANSAS  CITY 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1800  Wyandotte  Street 

..FIR.  FEB.  16 

...10:30  A.M 

2 P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

77  A.M. 

LOS  ANGELES 

. .AMBASSADOR  THEATRE,  Ambassador  Hotel 

..FRI.  FEB.  16 

1 P.M 

..TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...2:45  P.M... 

7 P.M. 

MEMPHIS 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  362  So.  Second  Street 

. .FRI.  FEB.  16. 

...70:30  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...2.30  P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...70.30  A.M. 

MILWAUKEE 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1121  North  8th  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

77  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

3 P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

....7:30  P.M. 

MINNEAPOLIS 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1201  Currie  Avenue 

. .FRI.  FEB.  16. 

...70:30  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

. . .2:30  P.M... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...70:30  A.M. 

NEW  HAVEN 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  82  State  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

. . .2:30  P.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M. . . 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

. . .3:30  P.M. 

NEW  ORLEANS.  . . 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  215  South  Liberty  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

3 P.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

70  AM.... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

7 P.M. 

NEW  YORK  CITY.. 

. .FOX.  PROJ.  ROOM,  345  West  44th  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

...2:30  P.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...3:30  P.M.... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...2:30  P.M. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY.. 

..PARAMOUNT  EX.,  701  West  Grand  Avenue 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

2 P.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M. . . 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...70.30  A.M. 

OMAHA 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1704  Davenport  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

77  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M.. .. 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...3:45  P.M. 

PHILADELPHIA 

.PARAMOUNT  EX.,  248  North  12th  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

2 P.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M.... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

77  A.M. 

PITTSBURGH 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1727  Blvd.  of  Allies 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

...70:30  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M. . . 

. . .TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...70:30  A.M. 

PORTLAND 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  909  N.W.  19th  Avenue 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

77  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

. . .2:30  P.M. . . 

77  A.M. 

ST.  LOUIS 

.PARAMOUNT  EX.,  2949  Olive  Street 

. .FRIi  FEB.  16. 

10  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

2 P.M 

. . .TUES.  FEB.  20. 

70  A.M. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY.  . . 

. .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  270  East  1st  South  Street 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

7 P.M...... 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

7 P.M.... 

...TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...2:45  P.M. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.. 

.PARAMOUNT  EX.,  205  Golden  Gate  Avenue. . . . 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

...70:30  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

7:30  P.M  . .. 

3:75  P.M. 

SEATTLE 

.PARAMOUNT  EX.,  2330  First  Avenue 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

77  A.M 

• TUES.  FEB.  20. 

7:30  P.M 

...70:30  A.M. 

WASHINGTON.  . . 

.PARAMOUNT  EX.,  306  H Street,  N.W 

..FRI.  FEB.  16. 

...70:30  A.M 

.TUES.  FEB.  20. 

...70:30  AM... 

2 P.M 

‘ BRING  ON  THE  GIRLS" — In  Technicolor  • starring  Veronica  Lake,  Sonny  Tufts,  Eddie  Bracken,  Margaret  Reynolds 
"THE  UNSEEN"  starring  Joel  McCrea,  Gail  Russell,  Herbert  Marshall  with  Phyllis  Brooks 
"SALTY  O’ROURKE"  starring  Alan  Ladd,  Gail  Russell  with  Stanley  Clements  and  William  Demarest 
HIGH  POWERED"  starring  Robert  Lowery,  Phyllis  Brooks  with  Mary  Treen,  Joe  Sawyer  and  Roger  Pryor 


0%<Myc<t<iod 


Capra  to  Form  Own  Company; 

Is  Associated  With  Briskin 

An  announcement  by  Col.  Frank  Capra 
settled  speculation  as  to  his  postwar  plans 
and  at  the  same  time  added  another  and 
potentially  powerful  company  to  the  con- 
stantly-growing list  of  independent  produc- 
tion outfits  being  organized  by  hitherto 
salaried  creators. 

Colonel  Capra  revealed  that  he  will  form 
a corporation  for  the  production  of  pictures, 
production  to  begin  at  such  a time  as  he  is 
released  from  army  service.  Associated  with 
him  will  be  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  J.  Briskin, 
recently  discharged  from  army  service.  Bris- 
kin will  immediately  open  offices  for  the 
company  in  Hollywood,  and  will  negotiate  a 
releasing  deal,  as  well  as  select  stories  and 
make  production  plans  to  the  point  where 
production  will  commence  immediately 
Colonel  Capra  returns  to  mufti. 

The  company  has  not  yet  selected  a name, 
but  will  produce  one  personally  directed  Capra 
picture  annually,  and  several  other  additional 
productions  under  his  supervision. 

All  Warner  Offices  in  Greece 
Are  Completely  Destroyed 

Warners  studio  has  received  cabled  word 
from  the  company  headquarters  in  Egypt 
that  all  WB  offices  in  Greece  have  been 
completely  destroyed  and  burned.  All  film 
was  saved,  however.  No  further  details  were 
supplied. 

Metro  in  Role  of  Big  Bull 
In  Week's  Story  Market 

Metro  was  the  big  bull  in  the  week’s  story 
market,  digging  deeply  into  the  bankroll  to 
acquire  yarns  for  a pair  of  promising  features 
earmarked  for  early  production.  Purchased 
was  “The  Romance  of  Rosy  Ridge,”  a post- 
Civil  War  period  story  by  MacKinlay  Kantor. 
Jack  Cummings  has  been  set  to  produce,  his 
first  nonmusical  in  several  years.  “Victoria,” 
a love  story  set  in  prewar  Norway,  by  Knut 
Hamsun,  Norwegian  author  and  Nobel  prize 
winner,  was  the  second  acquisition.  It  is  the 
tragic  love  story  of  a peasant  and  a woman 
of  the  aristocracy. 

“Maggie,”  an  original  by  Ruth  (“My  Sister 
Eileen”)  McKenney  and  Richard  Bransten, 
was  bought  by  20th  Century-Fox  where 
Jeanne  Crain  has  been  tentatively  set  for 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

the  title  role  . . . Pine  and  Thomas,  Para- 
mount share-cropping  producers,  bought 
“Roaring  Waters,”  an  original  action  yarn 
about  Shasta  Dam  by  Milton  Raison,  which 
will  serve  as  a costarring  vehicle  for  Robert 
Lowery  and  William  Gargan. 

Engle,  Cohen  and  King  Offer 
Resignations  to  Republic 

Harry  Engle,  Republic  studio’s  director, 
turned  in  his  resignation,  as  did  Producer 
Albert  Cohen  and  Hugh  King,  head  of  the 
story  department.  Cohen  left  to  become  a 
producer  at  Columbia,  where  he  will  work 
under  Executive  Producer  Virginia  Van  Upp. 
King  will  join  the  story  department  of  the 
recently-organized  Selznick-Saphier  agency 
and  Engle  has  made  no  announcement  con- 
cerning his  future  plans. 

At  20th  Century-Fox,  the  contract  for  the 
services  of  Director  Lloyd  Bacon  was  renewed 
. . . Irving  Rubine,  who  has  functioned  for 
the  past  year  as  an  executive  assistant  to 
United  Artists  Producer  Lester  Cowan,  has 
resigned  . . . Another  UA  producer,  Edward 
Small,  has  expanded  his  staff.  He  signed 
Edward  Blatt,  formerly  a megger  at  Warner, 
as  a production  associate,  and  Frank  Melford 
as  production  manager. 

Joseph  Harrington  and  Syd  Boehm,  former 
New  York  newspaper  writers,  were  added  to 
Metro’s  scrivening  staff  under  long  term  con- 
tracts . . . Universal  exercised  its  option  on 
Producer  John  Grant. 

DOS  Approves  Miss  Bergman's 
Role  in  "Bells  of  St.  Mary's'' 

Continuing  to  loan  out  his  contract  stars 
who  are  not  working  in  his  own  production, 
David  O.  Selznick  has  approved  Ingrid  Berg- 
man’s casting  as  the  nun  in  “The  Bells  of 
St.  Mary’s”  in  which  she  will  costar  with 
Bing  Crosby  in  the  Leo  McCarey  production 
for  RKO  Radio. 

"Back  From  the  Sword"  Is  Title 
Of  Goldwyn  Screenplay  for  RKO 

“Back  From  the  Sword,”  will  be  the  title 
of  the  novel  and  the  screenplay  by  MacKinlay 
Kantor,  which  Samuel  Goldwyn  will  film  for 
next  season’s  release  by  RKO  Radio.  Last 
summer,  Goldwyn  having  read  an  account  of 
a troop  train  of  marines  proceeding  across 
the  country,  dropping  its  veterans  along  the 
way,  with  capsule  dramas  of  their  homecom- 


ings, registered  the  title,  “Home  Again.”  He 
engaged  Kantor  to  write  the  screenplay,  but 
allowed  him  to  retain  the  publishing  rights. 

At  the  same  time  RKO  Radio  lost  one 
from  its  agendum,  having  halted  plans  to 
film  “The  Flying  Yorkshireman,”  due  to  the 
cost  of  production  involved,  as  well  as  to  the 
shortage  of  manpower  required  for  the  tech- 
nical trick  work  essential  to  the  picture. 

Wallis  Production  Crashes 
The  News  on  Two  Counts 

Hal  Wallis  Productions,  one  of  Para- 
mount’s share-cropping  companies,  crashed 
the  news  on  two  counts:  Robert  Cummings 
was  signed  to  an  exclusive  long-term  con- 
tract. Cummings  recently  was  declared  by 
the  courts  to  be  relieved  of  his  Universal 
studio  contract  and  will  be  cast  in  a topline  in 
“You  Came  Along,”  Wallis’  next  production, 
which  John  Farrow  will  direct.  Purchased 
for  early  production  by  Wallis  was  “The 
Crying  Sisters,”  romantic  mystery  novel  by 
Mabel  Seeley.  It  will  serve  as  a starring 
vehicle  for  the  Australian  actress,  Ann  Rich- 
ards. Ayn  Rynd  will  write  the  screenplay 
and  Byron  Haskin  will  direct. 

"Double  Exposure"  to  Be  Parlayed 
Info  Series  by  Pine  and  Thomas 

Pine  and  Thomas,  whose  modestly-budg- 
eted action  pictures  are  distributed  by  Para- 
mount, are  going  to  parlay  into  a series  their 
about-to-be  released  “Double  Exposture,” 
which  critics  agreed  was  one  of  their  best 
to  date.  The  producing  Bills  have  written 
the  screenplay  for  a sequel  which  will  be 
titled  “Over-Exposed.”  It  will  feature  the 
same  cast — with  the  addition  of  William 
Gargan — as  the  initialer  and  will  have  the 
identical  locale,  a New  York  picture  maga- 
zine. 

Metro  Novel  Contest  Winner, 

“Dolphin  Streeet,"  Scheduled 

“Green  Dolphin  Street,”  winner  of  Metro’s 
best  - novel  - of  - the  - year  contest,  has  been 
scheduled  for  early  production.  Seven  stars 
will  head  the  cast,  the  studio  says.  Carey 
Wilson  has  been  handed  the  production  reins 
and  John  Meehan  has  been  assigned  to  script 
the  screenplay  of  the  book  by  Elizabeth 
Goudge.  The  picture  will  be  filmed  in  Tech- 
nicolor. It  is  a swashbuckling  love  story 
with  an  underlying  religious  theme. 

Another  important  production  assignment 
at  the  Culver  City  studio  named  Leon  Gor- 
don to  make  the  forthcoming  picturization 
of  A.  J.  Cronin’s  current  best-seller,  “The 
Green  Years”  ...  At  the  same  studio, 
“Brighton  Beach”  was  assigned  to  Director 
Henry  Koster.  Joe  Pasternak  will  produce 
. . . Lou  Edelman  has  been  set  by  Warner 
to  prepare  “Wallflower”  as  his  next  produc- 
tion. Recently  acquired  property  was  a stage 
play  by  Marry  Orr  and  Reginald  Denham. 
Louise  Randall  Pierson  has  been  assigned 
to  screenplay  . . . Joseph  H.  Lewis,  recently 
honorably  discharged  from  the  United  States 
army  after  two  years  of  service,  has  been 
selected  to  direct  RKO  Radio’s  “The  Falcon 
in  San  Francisco”;  Maurice  Geraghty  pro- 
ducing. 

At  the  same  studio,  Hugo  Butler  was  set 
to  script  “All  Brides  Are  Beautiful”  from 
Thomas  Bell’s  novel.  William  Pereira  will 
produce  under  the  executive  supervision  of 
Jack  Cross  . . . Signed  to  a term  contract  at 
20th  Century-Fox,  Scripter  John  Tucker  Bat- 
tle was  turned  loose  on  the  screenplay  of 
“Captain  From  Castile”  . . . Charles  O’Neal 
was  signed  by  Producer  Edmund  L.  Hart- 
mann to  write  the  final  screenplay  of  “You 
Hypnotize  Me,”  the  next  Abbott  and  Costello 
comedy  for  Universal  . . . Also  at  Universal, 
Producer-Director  George  Waggner  ticketed 
Curt  Siodmak  to  write  an  original  screen- 
play to  star  Susanna  Foster  with  the  Chi- 
cago World’s  Fair  of  1893  as  a background. 
It  will  be  filmed  in  Technicolor. 


OFF  TO  THE  CAPITAL — The  cameraman  was  busy  at  Los  Angeles’  Union 
Station  just  before  the  annual  load  of  Hollywood  personalities  entrained  for  the 
nation’s  capital  to  appear  at  the  President’s  birthday  ball  in  behalf  of  the 
March  of  Dimes  campaign. 

Left:  Capt.  Ronald  Reagan  was  on  hand  to  bid  farewell  to  his  wife,  Jane 
Wyman.  In  the  middle,  and  apparently  more  interested  in  the  lensman  than 
the  leave-taking,  is  the  couple’s  daughter,  Maurine. 

Center:  George  Murphy  and  Gale  Storm  swap  smiles  just  before  boarding 
the  train.  Right:  Kay  Kyser  seems  to  be  more  interested  in  bags — the  travel- 
ing variety,  of  course — than  beauty.  Songstress  Georgie  Carroll  looks  on  while 
the  band  leader  makes  sure  that  his  other  shirt  will  be  put  aboard. 
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STARRING 

RICHARD  ARLEN 
ROBERT  LIVINGSTON 
JANE  FRAZEeI^H 


WITH 

GEORGE  "GABBY”  HAYES 

and  LYNNE  ROBERTS 
and  BOBBY  DRISCOLL 
J.  M.  KERRIGAN 


GEORGE  ARCHAINBAUD  - Director 

Screen  Play  by  DORRELL  and  STUART  McGOWAN 
and  PAUL  GANGELIN 
Original  Story  by  ROBERT  PRESNELL  and 
LEONARD  PRASKINS 


REPUBLIC  PICTURE 


Republic  Starts  Its 
First  Mexican  Film 

NEW  YORK  — Shooting  on  “Cancion  de 
Mexico,”  first  film  to  be  made  by  Republic 
in  Mexico,  has  been  completed,  and  Producer 
James  A.  FitzPatrick  has  returned  to  the 
company’s  studios  to  put  the  finishing  touches 
on  the  footage. 

In  discussing  the  production,  Morris  Good- 
man, president  of  Republic  Pictures  Inter- 
national Corp.,  said  that  a cast  equally  pro- 
ficient both  in  Spanish  and  English  had 
been  employed  on  the  picture,  and  that 
the  film  would  be  released  both  in  Latin 
America  and  the  U.S.  The  same  pattern 
would  be  followed  in  the  production  of  four 
other  films  to  be  made  in  Mexico  this  year, 
Goodman  said. 

Goodman  Back  From  Tour 

Goodman  returned  recently  from  a four 
months’  tour  of  Mexico,  Central  America, 
Venezuela,  Trinidad,  Brazil,  Chile,  Peru, 
Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba.  He  said  that  ar- 
rangements had  been  consummated  for  the 
opening  of  branches  in  Colombia  and  Peru, 
and  that  these  branches  would  be  in  opera- 
tion next  month.  Ricardo  Canals  will  be 
the  Colombian  manager,  and  Mario  Fera- 
boli  the  Peruvian  manager. 

Goodman  said  Republic’s  progress  in  Latin 
America  has  been  excellent,  and  that  the 
company’s  expansion  program  is  continuing. 
Plans  for  dubbing  product  into  native 
tongues  are  being  considered,  although  noth- 
ing definite  has  been  decided  upon  at 
present. 

Much  is  expected  from  the  release  of 
“Brazil”  and  “Lake  Placid  Serenade,”  two  of 
the  company’s  de  luxe  productions,  through- 
out Latin  and  South  America,  Goodman 
said.  An  extensive  promotional  campaign 
has  been  planned  for  the  two  pictures,  which 
will  set  the  pattern  for  heavy  future  promo- 
tional activities  on  forthcoming  films.  Radio, 
local  magazines  and  newspapers  will  be  util- 
ized as  tieins  with  pictures  playing  first  runs 
in  key  cities. 

Theatre  Construction  Active 

Goodman  said  that  there  was  a keen  de- 
sire evidenced  throughout  Latin  America  for 
theatre  construction.  The  program  is  im- 
peded by  the  lack  of  materials  and  transpor- 
tation difficulties  at  present.  Building  pro- 
grams are  now  confined  primarily  to  housing 
and  roads,  although  some  new  theatres  were 
being  built  in  cities  of  Mexico,  Venzuela  and 
Argentina. 

That  Republic  will  establish  its  own  offices 
in  many  countries  after  the  war  is  certain, 
Goodman  declared.  He  expects  to  go  to 
France  and  later  make  a general  survey  of 
the  European  situation  whenever  circum- 
stances permit. 

Business  had  increased  between  25  and  30 
per  cent  in  Republic’s  foreign  operations, 
Goodman  concluded. 

Home  Office  Chairmen 
Appointed  for  Dimes 

NEW  YORK  — Leonard  Goldenson,  home 
office  chairman  for  the  March  of  Dimes,  has 
appointed  the  following  chairmen  in  the  va- 
rious home  offices: 

Max  Seligman,  Columbia;  William  Eng- 
land, RKO;  Harry  Kalmine,  Warners;  Sam 
Machnovitch,  Universal;  J.  Land,  20th-Fox 
and  National  Theatres;  Harry  Buckley, 
United  Artists;  Walter  Cokell,  Paramount; 
Eugene  Picker,  Loew’s;  A.  E.  Schiller,  Repub- 
lic; Norton  Ritchey,  Monogram;  Ben 
Schwalb,  PRC;  Herman  Robbins,  National 
Screen  Service;  N.  Kellman,  Century  cir- 
cuit; Nick  John  Matsoukas,  Phil  Harling, 
Fabian  Theatres,  and  Erwin  Gold,  Rand- 
force  circuit. 
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Film  Classics  Sales 
Declared  at  a Peak 

ST.  LOUIS — Enthusiasm  for  sales  records 
hung  up  all  over  the  country  marked  the 
meeting  here  of  franchise  holders  of  Film 
Classics,  Inc.,  with  officials  of  the  company 
from  the  home  office.  A1  E.  “Nicky”  Gold- 
hammer,  president  and  general  manager, 
and  Irving  Wormser,  eastern  sales  manager 
were  among  those  who  spoke.  All  emphasized 
the  fact  that  the  trade  has  confidence  in 
the  comparatively  new  company,  especially 
since  it  entered  on  a broad  national  basis  of 
operations. 

Presiding  at  committee  sessions  was  John 
W.  Mangham  of  Atlanta.  An  executive  com- 
mittee was  named  by  the  franchise  holders 
and  will  act  as  a contact  with  the  home  office 
executives  on  problems  that  arise  from  time 
to  time.  Albert  Dezel  of  Detroit  was  named 
chairman,  the  other  members  being  Bert 
Stearn  of  Pittsburgh,  J.  F.  White  jr.  of  Char- 
lotte, Arthur  Lockwood  of  Boston,  Joseph 
Wolf  of  Minneapolis  and  Sam  Wheeler  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Goldhammer  spoke  with  confidence  con- 
cerning the  future  of  Film  Classics  as  a na- 
tional organization.  His  views  in  this  respect 
were  shared  by  the  others. 


Foreign  Post  to  Gates 

HOLLYWOOD — Bernard  J.  Gates  has  been 
appointed  Monogram’s  special  representative 
for  Central  and  South  America,  according 
to  announcement  by  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  vice- 
president  and  export  manager. 


Exhibitors  Are  Guests 
At  Paramount  Meet 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Circuit  exhibitors  were 
guests  of  Paramount  Pictures  at  the  regional 
sales  meeting  of  that  organization  conducted 
here  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  this  week.  This 
is  the  first  of  a series  of  western  meetings 
being  conducted  by  Charles  M.  Reagan,  R. 
M.  Gillham  and  Claude  Lee.  Their  next  stop 
is  Denver. 

Showmen  in  attendance  included  Charles 
Thall,  Dick  Spier,  Herman  Kersken,  Faye 
Reader,  from  FWC;  Robert  McNeil,  Verne 
Taylor,  Roy  Cooper,  from  McNeil  and  Naify 
circuit;  George  Mann  and  William  David, 
Redwood  circuit;  George,  A1  and  Henry  Nas- 
ser of  the  circuit  bearing  their  name;  O.  E. 
and  Abe  Blumenfeld,  J.  McNemey  and  Eric 
Wilson,  Blumenfeld  circuit;  Gerald  Hardy, 
Westland  circuit;  Robert  Lippert,  Affiliated; 
Ben  Levin,  General  Theatres;  Harry  P. 
Franklin,  Goldberg  circuit;  D.  B.  Levin,  San 
Francisco  Theatres;  Mike  Barovic,  Tacoma, 
Wash. 

West  Coast  Men  Attend 

Speakers  included  Reagan,  who  is  vice- 
president  and  general  sales  manager  of  Para- 
mount; Gillham,  advertising  and  publicity 
director,  and  Lee,  director  of  public  relations. 

Attending  from  Paramount  branches  were 
Del  Goodman,  west  coast  district  manager; 
George  Smith,  western  division  sales  man- 
ager; Herbert  Kaufman,  branch  manager;  D. 
Spracher,  Max  Hadfield,  Art  Gollafon,  Seat- 
tle; C.  J.  Bell,  branch  manager;  I.  G.  White, 
M.  C.  Buries,  J.  J.  Curry,  C.  A.  Roeder,  C.  W. 
Murphy,  E.  E.  Beuerman,  Los  Angeles;  James 
Clark,  branch  manager;  Glenn  Brogger, 
Archie  Holt,  Portland;  H.  Neal  East,  branch 
manager;  Henry  Haustein,  J.  M.  Bettencourt, 
Paul  Schmuck,  Con  Hicks,  John  Bowles,  J. 
Hurley,  San  Francisco. 

Radio  Plugs  Help  Boost 
Paramount  Pictures 

NEW  YORK — The  radio  exploitation  cam- 
paign has  been  started  on  Paramount’s  Hal 
B.  Wallis  production,  “Love  Letters.”  Ann 
Richards,  young  Australian  actress  featured 
in  the  film,  appeared  on  the  This  Is  My  Best 
program  over  the  CBS  Network  during  the 
week. 

The  campaign  on  “Here  Come  the  WAVES” 
is  continuing.  Latest  plug  for  the  film  was 
on  the  People  Are  Funny  show  over  the 
NBC  network  Friday.  Robert  Benchley  is 
scheduled  for  a guest  shot  on  the  Dinah 
Shore  program  February  8,  with  a plug  for 
“Practically  Yours.”  Dorothy  Lamour  will  be 
guest  starred  on  the  Chase  & Sanborn  show, 
February  11,  over  NBC  with  credit  for  “A 
Medal  for  Benny”  as  her  forthcoming  pic- 
ture. 

WB  Ups  the  Ad  Budget 
Set  for  "Hotel  Berlin" 

HOLLYWOOD  — Because  the  company’s 
executives  believe  that  the  picture  will  have 
the  same  element  of  timeliness  which  broke 
for  several  of  its  former  releases,  Warner 
Bros,  has  upped  the  advertising  budget  on 
“Hotel  Berlin”  by  $200,000. 

The  budget  to  be  spent  in  daily  and  trade 
publications,  does  not  include  exploitation 
funds  earmarked  for  use  in  key  city  cam- 
paigns by  company’s  field  representatives. 

Equipped  with  advance  exploitation  fold- 
ers, field  men  have  started  out  on  campaign 
tours  to  plant  advance  roto,  magazine  and 
Sunday  supplement  material  on  “Berlin.” 


Marjorie  Riordan  to  “Strangers" 

Majorie  Riordan  has  been  cast  for  a part 
in  Warners’  “Three  Strangers.” 


32 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  3,  1945 


TWO  COMMISSIONERS — They’re  taking  care  of  Red  Cross  activities  in  the 
south  sea  islands  without  benefit  of  too  much  formality.  Only  thing  missing  is 
the  name  of  the  Rialto  Theatre.  In  case  you  haven’t  already  guessed,  Stanton 
Griffis  is  on  the  left  and  Arthur  Mayer  is  on  the  right. 


National  Screen  "Have  a Heart"  Ad 
Attracting  Widespread  Attention 


National  Carbon  Ups 
Several  Executives 

NEW  YORK— C.  O.  Kleinsmith  has  been 
elected  a vice-president  of  National  Carbon 
Co.,  Inc.,  a unit  of  Union  Carbide  & Car- 
bon Corp.  He  was  formerly  general  sales 
manager  for  the  company’s  Eveready  Prod- 
ucts. Prior  to  his  appointment  to  that  posi- 
tion two  years  ago,  he  was  sales  manager 
for  the  eastern  United  States.  He  joined  the 
company  in  1919. 

Kleinsmith  announced  the  appointment 
of  D.  B.  Joy  as  general  sales  manager  for 
Carbon  products.  Joy  joined  NCC  in  1923 
after  graduating  from  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology.  He  was  made  di- 
rector of  the  company’s  process  engineering 
laboratory  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  ten  years  ago, 
and  in  1941  became  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  Fostoria  factory.  He  was  made  prod- 
uct manager  last  year. 

Kleinsmith  also  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  R.  P.  Bergan  as  general  sales  man- 
ager for  the  company’s  consumer  and  related 
products. 

"Bring  On  the  Girls"  Will 
Be  Preshown  in  Theatres 

NEW  YORK — Special  invitational  theatre 
showings  of  “Bring  On  the  Girls”  have  been 
decided  upon  by  Paramount  instead  of  the 
usual  tradescreenings.  Most  of  them  will  be 
February  16.  In  Philadelphia  the  showing 
will  be  February  15. 

District  and  branch  managers  will  be  hosts 
for  exhibitors,  circuit  executives  and  the 
press. 

The  cities  where  the  shows  are  scheduled 
for  February  are:  Albany,  Delaware  Thea- 
tre, 2 p.  m.;  Atlanta,  Rhodes  Theatre,  11 
a.  m.;  Boston,  Esquire,  2:30  p.  m.;  Buffalo, 
Shea’s  Niagara,  2 p.  m.;  Charlotte,  Dilworth, 
11:30  a.  m.;  Chicago,  World  Playhouse,  10 
a.  m.;  Cincinnati,  Forest,  2:30  p.  m.;  Cleve- 
land, Colony,  2 p.  m.;  Dallas,  Melrose,  2 p.  m.; 
Denver,  Aladdin,  10  a.  m.;  Des  Moines,  Inger- 
soll,  2 p.  m.;  Detroit,  Fisher,  10:15  a.  m.; 
Indianapolis,  St.  Clair,  2 p.  m.;  Kansas  City, 
Vogue,  2 p.  m.;  Los  Angeles,  Ambassador, 
2:45  p.  m.;  Memphis,  Linden  Circle,  2:30 
p.  m. 

Also  Milwaukee,  Colonial,  2:30  p.  m.;  Min- 
neapolis, Granada,  2:30  p.  m.;  New  Haven, 
Whitney,  10:30  a.  m.;  New  Orleans,  Circle, 
11  a.  m.;  New  York,  Normandie,  10:30  a.  m.; 
Oklahoma  City,  Tower,  10:30  a.  m.;  Omaha, 
Dundee,  2 p.  m.;  Pittsburgh,  Shadyside,  2 
p.  m.;  Portland,  Oriental,  2:30  p.  m.;  St. 
Louis,  West  End,  2 p.  m.;  Salt  Lake  City, 
Studio,  10  a.  m.;  San  Francisco,  Metro,  2 
p.  m.;  Seattle,  Egyptian,  2:30  p.  m.;  Wash- 
ington, Paramount  projection  room,  2:30  p. 
m. 

Philadelphia,  February  15,  State,  8:30  p.  m. 

Warners'  Annual  Meeting 
Scheduled  for  Feb.  20 

NEW  YORK — Proxies  have  been  sent  out 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  stockholders  of 
Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  to  be  held  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  February  1.  There  are 
3,701,090  shares  outstanding  which  will  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  this  meeting. 

Samuel  Carlisle,  Stanleigh  P.  Friedman, 
Charles  S.  Guggenheimer  and  Morris  Wolf 
have  been  nominated  for  re-election  to  two- 
year  terms  as  directors.  Samuel  Schneider 
has  been  nominated  as  a new  member  of 
the  board. 


Chief  Lensing  Chore  on  "Man  Alive" 

The  chief  lensing  chore  on  RKO’s  “Man 
Alive”  has  been  assigned  Harry  Redman. 


NEW  YORK — National  Screen’s  recent 
“Aw,  Mister — Have  a Heart!”  ad  attracted 
general  attention  in  the  industry  and  quite 
some  outside  of  it.  It  was  a frank  admission 
that  providing  peacetime  service  in  wartime 
is  one  of  those  things  many  hope  for  and 
few  achieve. 

The  baby  was  still  smiling  in  the  ad,  but 
he  was  wearing  a head  bandage  as  well  as 
a diaper.  By  the  way,  that  baby  is  nine  years 
old  now.  It’s  one  of  those  art  department 
tricks.  They  use  the  head  over  and  over 
on  the  bodies  of  babies  posed  in  studios. 

National  Screen  said  in  the  ad  that  504  of 
its  1,600  employes  were  in  service — more  than 


“AGELESS  BABY”— This  smiling  in- 
fant is  all  of  nine  years  old  now,  but 
still  in  swaddling  clothes,  thanks  to  the 
wizardry  of  National  Screen’s  art  de- 
partment. “Baby”  is  patriotically  em- 
ployed now,  trying  to  smile  exhibitors 
into  being  patient  when  delays  arise  from 
wartime  exigencies. 


one  in  every  four.  The  company  appealed  for 
tolerance  when  things  go  wrong. 

BOXOFFICE’s  inquiring  reporter  found 
Ed  McNamee  talking  to  himself  about  trail- 
ers and  Don  Velde  talking  to  everybody  else 
about  the  same  thing.  They  were  in  the 
midst  of  shipping  about  14,000  Greer  Garson 
March  of  Dimes  trailers.  That’s  just  one 
of  the  odd  jobs  taken  on  in  connection  with 
the  war  effort.  Every  time  a bond  drive,  or 
a Red  Cross  drive,  or  some  special  WAC 
posters  are  needed  the  National  Screen  boys 
are  in  there  pitching.  Vince  Trotta  some- 
times shouts  and  tears  at  what  is  left  of  his 
hair  when  he  discovers  that  drawings  that 
have  taken  days  and  days  can’t  be  printed 
because  some  color  is  unobtainable. 

When  the  stuff  finally  gets  to  the  ex- 
changes, the  trouble  continues.  In  Massa- 
chusetts dozens  of  towns  end  in  “field”;  in 
Connecticut  it’s  “bury”;  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  it’s  “burg”  or  “burgh.” 

Names  of  theatres  are  repeated  over  and 
over  again.  This  makes  it  easy  for  a new 
shipping  clerk  to  put  on  the  wrong  address, 
and  if  the  trucks  or  trains  are  delayed  com- 
plications ensue. 

Managers  can  help  themselves  and  Na- 
tional Screen  by  ordering  early  and  returning 
accessories  promptly. 

National  Screen’s  baby  is  still  smiling, 
thanks  to  the  art  department,  but  most  of 
the  other  members  of  the  family  are  adding 
gray  hairs. 

This  explains  the  “Have  a Heart!”  ad. 

Percentage  Deals  Only 
On  "Song  to  Remember" 

NEW  YORK— Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member” is  the  first  picture  from  the  com- 
pany to  be  sold  exclusively  on  a percentage 
basis,  according  to  A.  Montague,  general  sales 
manager. 

Records  were  broken  following  the  January 
18  openings  in  the  Orpheum,  San  Francisco, 
and  Roxie,  Oakland.  Both  runs  are  being 
continued.  It  also  has  been  held  over  at  the 
Radio  City  Music  Hall,  New  York;  Orpheum, 
New  Orleans;  Orpheum  and  State,  Boston; 
Capitol,  Cincinnati,  and  State,  St.  Louis. 
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Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

And  Now  Tomorrow — 

Seattle  250 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  “normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 
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AVERAGE 

Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA) 

120 

130 

105 

100 

160 

130 

170 

95 

115 

no 

115 

108 

100 

130 

83 

150 

160 

180 

175 

115 

140 

128 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

130 

175 

105 

no 

90 

135 

200 

100 

100 

145 

183 

130 

175 

135 

185 

150 

75 

150 

140 

250 

143 

Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

145 

175 

130 

139 

Babes  on  Swing  Street  (Univ) 

100 

135 

100 

95 

100 

95 

100 

80 

100 

95 

100 

no 

101 

Barbary  Coast  Gent  (MGM) 

100 

103 

105 

105 

120 

135 

125 

90 

115 

120 

no 

131 

85 

125 

80 

165 

95 

165 

115 

165 

130 

118 

Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 

182 

120 

115 

150 

145 

165 

146 

Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) 

110 

101 

no 

175 

100 

105 

100 

103 

100 

95 

120 

120 

75 

100 

100 

108 

Brazil  (Rep) 

110 

111 

110 

120 

135 

135 

100 

87 

90 

100 

90 

70 

135 

185 

70 

135 

130 

113 

Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ) 

200 

100 

125 

100 

178 

140 

145 

133 

no 

160 

250 

130 

220 

153 

Carolina  Blues  (Col) 

130 

125 

100 

95 

80 

125 

160 

100 

90 

100 

125 

100 

100 

95 

160 

125 

105 

100 

100 

111 

Dancing  in  Manhattan  (Col) 

100 

100 

130 

100 

97 

100 

100 

Days  of  Glory  (RKO) 

80 

130 

110 

90 

70 

130 

105 

90 

100 

98 

100 

90 

95 

125 

100 

165 

50 

135 

100 

103 

Doughgirls,  The  (WBi 

135 

75 

110 

105 

70 

145 

155 

90 

140 

120 

95 

150 

100 

90 

no 

185 

100 

200 

85 

135 

120 

100 

119 

Experiment  Perilous  iRKO) 

200 

120 

140 

115 

130 

100 

165 

130 

138 

Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 

145 

125 

130 

200 

155 

151 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WBi 

130 

169 

120 

130 

123 

140 

190 

160 

120 

150 

no 

122 

200 

135 

260 

115 

150 

160 

190 

151 

In  Society  (Univ) 

207 

120 

no 

80 

140 

165 

105 

155 

120 

132 

138 

105 

175 

125 

265 

120 

185 

no 

175 

175 

150 

146 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom,  The  (20-Fox) 

165 

175 

175 

285 

145 

189 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 

120 

88 

175 

95 

98 

85 

125 

90 

135 

112 

Laura  (20-Fox) 

110 

104 

115 

115 

85 

135 

160 

125 

85 

133 

150 

100 

140 

120 

195 

190 

125 

155 

140 

131 

Lost  in  a Harem  (MGM) 

78 

100 

85 

90 

105 

no 

75 

140 

75 

155 

85 

200 

40 

150 

120 

107 

Man  in  Half  Moon  Street  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

120 

100 

125 

180 

100 

100 

114 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (MGM) 

185 

137 

170 

210 

170 

184 

Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (Col) 

100 

91 

110 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

125 

80 

100 

101 

Merry  Monahans,  The  (Univ) 

100 

94 

105 

115 

80 

135 

180 

95 

no 

95 

100 

35 

100 

150 

100 

200 

125 

90 

140 

140 

130 

118 

Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 

125 

128 

115 

100 

175 

128 

Mrs.  Parkington  (MGM) 

125 

199 

120 

140 

135 

190 

95 

140 

160 

135 

125 

125 

165 

135 

185 

95 

210 

125 

175 

150 

175 

148 

Mummy’s  Curse,  The  (Univ) 

100 

135 

100 

100 

100 

107 

My  Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ) 

100 

100 

100 

67 

100 

93 

None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) 

115 

143 

120 

115 

70 

150 

100 

75 

115 

120 

100 

135 

85 

200 

105 

190 

60 

150 

175 

122 

Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The  (RKO) 

125 

221 

125 

125 

160 

225 

150 

155 

125 

200 

135 

115 

125 

240 

135 

170 

158 

Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 

110 

254 

125 

113 

155 

90 

193 

105 

145 

200 

200 

158 

125 

190 

120 

170 

195 

210 

140 

200 

250 

250 

168 

Summer  Storm  (UA) 

110 

102 

105 

100 

80 

130 

123 

95 

130 

160 

95 

115 

100 

100 

95 

175 

160 

180 

60 

150 

125 

130 

119 

Sunday  Dinner  for  Soldier  (20-Fox) 

no 

185 

no 

150 

100 

165 

150 

139 

Tahiti  Nights  (Col) 

100 

100 

100 

90 

100 

100 

98 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 

105 

97 

115 

115 

80 

140 

150 

105 

95 

98 

100 

100 

95 

130 

120 

195 

85 

200 

118 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) 

110 

no 

130 

125 

100 

90 

100 

120 

103 

100 

100 

135 

250 

125 

185 

55 

175 

130 

135 

125 

Together  Again  (Col) 

212 

110 

160 

100 

140 

175 

100 

140 

135 

125 

90 

75 

100 

115 

125 

150 

145 

175 

150 

150 

134 

WAVE,  a Wac  and  a Marine  (Mono) 

100 

97 

110 

125 

100 

100 

105 

100 

100 

70 

no 

125 

75 

120 

103 

Winged  Victory  (20-Fox) 

125 

206 

120 

100 

190 

160 

185 

192 

120 

125 

215 

135 

185 

130 

20C 

159 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The  (RKO) 

105 

214 

100 

125 

no 

no 

170 

175 

150 

130 

150 

175 

143 

Doxoffice 

Darometer 

First  Run  Reports 

As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928),  this  chari 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 
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Predict  Coast  Boom 
To  Last  After  War 

NEW  YORK — The  Pacific  coast  is  enjoy- 
ing a boom  which  will  undoubtedly  be  en- 
hanced after  the  end  of  the  war  against 
Germany  and  the  quickening  of  the  effort 
against  Japan,  three  Metro  field  exploiteers 
reported  during  a visit  here  for  home  office 
conferences.  The  trio  of  exploiteers  include 
Howard  Herty,  who  covers  southern  Cali- 
fornia, part  of  Nevada  and  Arizona;  Ted 
Galanter,  Seattle  and  Portland,  and  William 
Newberry,  northern  California,  and  part  of 
Nevada. 

They  were  in  full  agreement  as  to  the 
roseate  future  in  store  for  San  Francisco 
and  Seattle,  which  are  fast  developing  into 
important  ports  for  the  shipment  of  war 
materiel  to  the  orient.  They  were  equally 
confident  of  the  postwar  future  for  the  entire 
Pacific  coast  area  because  they  feel  that  the 
development  of  these  ports  will  have  wide- 
spread effects  after  the  war  in  opening  new 
trade  channels  to  the  orient. 

Patriotic  Angles  Stressed 

Pointing  to  a recent  statement  of  Gen. 
George  C.  Marshall,  chief  of  staff  of  the  U.S. 
army,  that  the  full  might  of  the  United 
States  would  be  thrown  against  Japan  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  European  phase  of  the  war, 
the  M-G-M  exploiteers  said  that  this  would 
have  a tremendous  effect  upon  increasing 
the  population  and  result  in  augmented  busi- 
ness. 

With  newspaper  space  strictly  rationed  and 
radio  tieups  difficult  to  obtain,  the  ex- 
ploiteers said  that  they  were  concentrating 
upon  the  patriotic  angles  in  the  various 
Metro  films  they  are  handling  and  are  get- 
ting fine  cooperation. 

As  a case  in  point,  Galanter  spoke  of  the 
tieup  on  “A  Guy  Named  Joe,”  in  which  the 
Red  Cross  blood  donor  drive  and  a Wac  re- 
cruiting campaign  were  part  of  the  exploita- 
tion setup. 

Newberry  referred  to  the  parade  and  re- 
cruiting drive  for  the  marines  which  was 
part  of  the  campaign  on  “Salute  to  the 
Marines.”  This  resulted  in  the  recruitment 
of  125  enlistees  for  the  leathernecks. 

Citing  Fresno  as  an  example  of  the  war- 
time increase  in  population,  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  prewar  census  count  was  about 
60,000  whereas  today  the  population  is  105,- 
000. 

Exhibitors  Are  Cooperating 

Exhibitors  are  cooperating  wholeheartedly 
in  the  war  effort.  Theatre  managers  put 
everything  else  aside  for  the  various  patriotic 
drives. 

Now  that  newspaper  advertising  has  been 
strictly  rationed  and  various  newspaper  con- 
tests have  been  tabooed  by  the  war,  the  ex- 
ploiteers have  discovered  that  department 
stores  are  more  exploitation  minded.  But 
the  exploitation  must  be  tied  directly  into 
the  war  effort,  the  exploiteers  aver. 

Another  observation:  The  exploiteers  say 
that  certain  exhibitors,  who  are  prone  to 
soft-pedal  exploitation  stunts  when  business 
is  flourishing,  have  quickly  returned  to  the 
tried -and  true  promotion  methods  when 
grosses  fell  off  due  to  shifting  war  camp 
populations. 

Howard  Herty  said  that  the  postwar  period 
will  bring  renewed  opportunities  to  exploi- 
teers for  newspaper  circulation  tieups,  par- 
ticularly in  towns  in  which  newspapers  have 
lost  circulation. 

Galanter  reported  that  the  new  Metro  spot 
announcement  discs  distributed  by  the  field 
exploiteers  to  local  radio  stations  in  their 
territory  have  proven  successful,  especially  in 
smaller  towns  of  25,000  population  and  less. 


20th  to  Make  Mexican  Films 


NEW  YORK  — Twentieth-Fox’s  plans  to 
produce  films  in  Mexico  in  association  with 
a native  producer  were  outlined  by  Murray 
Silverstone,  vice-president  in  charge  of  for- 
eign distribution. 

The  first  film  to  be  produced  by  Pro- 
ducciones  Interamericanas,  S.  A.,  in  which 
the  company  has  a half  interest,  will  be 
“Cantaclaro,”  starring  Esther  Fernandez  and 
Tito  Guizar.  Julio  Bracho  will  be  producer 
and  director  of  the  picture  as  well  as  future 
productions  of  the  company.  Shooting  is  ex- 
pected to  start  in  April. 

Silverstone  said  that  the  next  picture  un- 
der consideration  is  “Seventh  Heaven,”  prob- 
ably with  Miss  Fernandez  taking  the  leading 
role. 


He  disclosed  that  “The  Keys  of  the  King- 
dom” and  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  would 
be  dubbed  in  Spanish  for  the  Latin-Ameri- 
can  trade  and  estimated  about  half  of  20th- 
Fox’s  releases  for  the  current  season  would 
be  so  treated. 

A proposal  to  form  a unit  with  various 
other  U.S.  companies  in  dubbing  American 
films  for  Portugal  and  Brazil  is  under  dis- 
cussion, he  said,  but  nothing  definite  has 
been  evolved. 


"Fantasia"  in  Third  Week 

NEW  YORK — Walt  Disney’s  “Fantasia”  is 
now  in  the  third  week  of  its  return  engage- 
ment at  the  Little  Carnegie.  Stand-out  busi- 
ness on  several  occasions  is  reported. 
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ARE  YOU  LOSING  BUSINESS 

— because  of 
poor  screen  lighting? 

If  so,  plan  now  to  buy  that  new  post-war 

STRONG 

Projection  Arc  Lamp 

...a  product  of  the  world’s  largest  manufacturer  of 
projection  arc  lamps,  to  be  available  when  wartime 
restrictions  on  production  are  lifted. 

As  the  only  projection  lamps  manufactured  com- 
plete within  one  factory,  they  can  always  be 
so  engineered  as  to  guarantee  the  best 
screen  lighting. 


AUTHORIZED 
STRONG  DEALERS 


AUBURN  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  CO. 
5 Court  Street 
AUBURN.  N.  Y. 

Telephone:  No.  695 
Emergency  Telephone:  1439 

AMUSEMENT  SUPPLY  CO..  Inc. 

341  West  44th  Street, 

NEW  YORK  CITY 
Telephone;  Circle  6-0850 


EMPIRE  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 
1003  Broadway 
ALBANY  4.  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  5-9507 

J.  F.  DUSMAN 
213  N.  Calvert  St, 
BALTIMORE  2.  MARYLAND 
Telephone:  Saratoga  2433 
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Production  in  February 
At  a Low  Figure  Now 


HOLLYWOOD — Hollywood  faced  February 
with  the  most  meager  production  schedule 
of  several  months,  a mere  27  features  being 
slated  for  starts  during  the  month.  This 
does  not  necessarily  mean,  however,  that 
there  will  be  a slackening  in  the  picture- 
making pace  because  there  is  an  unusually 
large  number  of  holdovers  from  January’s 
fat  program.  Further,  additional  starts  will 
doubtless  be  announced  during  the  month. 
By  studios,  those  listed  include: 

Columbia — “Some  Call  It  Love,”  toplining 
Rosalind  Russell,  with  Virginia  Van  Upp  and 
Alexander  Hall  respectively  producing  and 
directing:  “The  Monster  and  the  Ape,”  a 
serial,  to  be  produced  by  Rudolph  Flothow 
with  Howard  Bretherton  piloting  the  cast 
headed  by  Ralph  Morgan,  Robert  Lowery 
and  Carole  Mathews;  “Blonde  From  Brook- 
lyn,” formerly  tagged  “Blind  Date,”  has  Ted 
Richmond  producmg;  “The  Gay  Senorita,” 
with  Jay  Goney  producing  the  Jinx  Falken- 
burg  starrer. 

Metro — “Early  to  Wed,”  starring  Lucille 
Ball,  Van  Johnson  and  Esther  Williams, 
with  Eddie  Buzzell  directing  for  Producer 
Jack  Cummings;  “They  Were  Expendable,” 
a Robert  Montgomery  starrer  which  Com- 
mander John  Ford  directs. 

Monogram — “Country  Fair,”  a Sam  Katz- 
Jack  Dietz  production  featuring  the  East- 
side  Kids,  with  William  Beaudine  behind 
the  meg;  “Trailtown  Fever,”  a Johnny  Mack 
Brown-Raymond  Hatton  vehicle;  “Divorce,” 
toplining  Kay  Francis  who  will  coproduce 


with  Jeffrey  Bernerd,  William  Nigh  directing. 

PRC — “Swamp  Man,”  a Buster  Crabbe  top- 
liner  to  be  piloted  by  Edgar  Ulmer  for 
Producers  Ulmer-Chadwick. 

Paramount — “Our  Hearts  Were  Growing 
Up,”  costarring  Gail  Russell,  Diana  Lynn  and 
Brian  Donlevy  with  Danny  Dare  producing; 
“Prince  Charming,”  with  Alan  Ladd  in  the 
top  spot,  Fred  Kohlmar  producing  and 
George  Marshall  megging. 

RKO  Radio — “First  Man  Into  Tokyo,”  with 
Robert  Bren  handling  production  reins  under 
supervision  of  Executive  Producer  Jack  Gross 
and  Gordon  Douglas  directing;  “The  Bells 
of  St.  Mary’s,”  starring  Bing  Crosby  and 
Ingrid  Bergman,  with  Leo  McCarey  produc- 
ing and  directing;  “The  Most  Dangerous 
Game,”  toplining  John  Loder  with  Herman 
Schlom  producing  and  Sid  Rogell  as  execu- 
tive supervisor;  “The  Falcon  in  San  Fran- 
cisco,” a Maurice  Geraghty  production,  with 
Joseph  H.  Lewis  directing  and  Tom  Conway 
in  the  title  role  “Mama  Loves  Papa,”  headed 
by  Leon  Errol  with  Leslie  Goodwins  direct- 
ing for  Producer  Ben  Stoloff  “Chicago  Lulu,” 
another  Herman  Schlom  production  assign- 
ment. 

Republic  — “The  Amazing  Mr.  M,”  with 
Joseph  Schildkraut  and  Billie  Burke,  Joseph 
Kane  producing  and  directing;  “Scotland 
Yard  Investigator,”  to  be  produced  and  di- 
rected by  George  Blair. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  — “Junior  Miss,” 
with  George  Seaton  directing  cast  headed 
by  Alan  Joslyn  and  Peggy  Ann  Garner  for 


Producer  William  Perlberg;  “Dragonwyck,” 
an  Ernest  Lubitsch  production  starring  Gene 
Tierney  and  Vincent  Price,  with  Joseph 
Mankiewicz  piloting;  “Captain  Eddie,”  with 
Winfield  Sheehan  producing  for  Eureka  Pro- 
ductions. 

United  Artists— “Dishonored  Lady,”  a Hunt 
Stromberg  production  to  be  piloted  by  Andre 
De  Toth  and  tcplining  Jane  Russell  and 
Pedro  Armendariz;  “Duel  in  the  Sun,”  to  be 
produced  by  David  O.  Selznick  and  directed 
by  King  Vidor,  with  Jennifer  Jones,  Greg- 
ory Peck  and  Lionel  Barrymore. 

Universal  — “Men  in  Her  Diary,”  with 
Charles  Barton  as  associate  producer-direc- 
tor and  starring  Jon  Hall,  Louise  Allbritton 
and  Peggy  Ryan;  “Pillow  of  Death,”  with 
Lon  Chaney  in  the  topline;  “Strange  Confes- 
sion,” to  be  guided  by  John  Hoffman,  with 
Lon  Chaney,  Brenda  Joyce  and  J.  Carrol 
Naish  heading  the  cast. 

Warner  Bros. — “Stolen  Life,”  a Bette  Davis 
starrer  to  be  directed  by  Curtis  Bernhardt; 
“Night  and  Day,”  with  Cary  Grant  and 
Monty  Woolley,  and  Michael  Curtiz  megging 
for  Producer  Arthur  Schwartz. 


RKO  Campaigns  Set 

NEW  YORK — S.  Barret  McCormick  has 
set  national  magazine  campaigns  on  three 
new  RKO  pictures,  “The  Three  Caballeros,” 
“The  Enchanted  Cottage”  and  “Murder,  My 
Sweet,”  on  a scale  much  greater  than  ever 
before. 

“The  Three  Caballeros”  will  open  February 
3 at  the  Globe  Theatre. 


"WAVES"  Tops  "Wassell" 

NEW  YORK — Paramount’s  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES”  is  achieving  grosses  equal  to 
or  exceeding  “The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell”  in 
its  first  group  of  major  key  city  engagements 
launching  the  general  release. 


CHOICE 

IOWA  POPCORN 

Immediate  Delivery 

LARGE  SOUTH  AMERICAN  OR  PEARL  VARIETY 
DRIED  TO  14%  MOISTURE  WHEN  BAGGED 

From  5 Bags  LCL  to  800-Bag  Carload 

WIRE  OR  PHONE 

MIDWEST  POPCORN  COMPANY 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

370  Saunders  Kennedy  Bldg.  Phone:  Jackson  7539 
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ABOUT  PICTURES 


COLUMBIA 

Crime  Doctor's  Strangest  Case  (Col) — War- 
ner Baxter,  Rose  Hobart,  Lynn  Merrick.  Very 
good,  and  several  remarked,  "Why  not  more 
like  this  one?  So  what — we  like  'em."  I have 
seen  many  so-called  class  A pictures  not  so 
well  liked  as  this  one.  Warner  Baxter  is  at 
his  best.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good. 
— W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D. 
Rural  patronage. 

Mr.  Winkle  Goes  to  War  (Col) — Edward  G. 
Robinson,  Ted  Donaldson,  Robert  Armstrong. 
A dandy  'show.  Nothing  outstanding,  but 
good  enough  to  please  all.  Business  average. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Bad. — James 
Scholl,  Mary  Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Secret  Command  (Col) — Pat  O'Brien,  Carole 
Landis,  Chester  Morris.  A good  action  pic- 
ture, suitable  for  small  towns.  Pat  O'Brien 
a good  Irishman  that  we  Irish  enjoy. — Har- 
land  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

Swing  in  the  Saddle  (Col) — Jane  Frazee, 
Guinn  Williams.  This  one  is  tops  for  a situa- 
tion like  mine.  Played  it  on  Fri.,  Sat.  nights 
and  on  Saturday  I thought  I would  have  to 
run  all  night.  Liked  by  everyone  and  the 
kids  stayed  from  the  start  until  we  shut  down. 
Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Rainy. — Bill  Leon- 
ard, Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Bathing  Beauty  (M-G-M) — Red  Skelton, 
Esther  Williams,  Basil  Rathbone.  Truly  a 
swell  show — nice  scenery,  beautiful  Techni- 
color, good  music,  good  acting.  Esther  Wil- 
liams adds  quite  a bit  to  the  scenery.  You 
just  can't  go  wrong  with  this  one.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Bad. — James  Scholl, 
Mary  Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage. 

Heavenly  Body  (M-G-M) — Hedy  Lamarr, 
William  Powell.  Well,  not  too  hot.  A pretty 
good  picture  but  not  extra.  Good  cast  but  the 
story  is  weak.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. — Bill 
Leonard,  Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Thousands  Cheer  (M-G-M) — Kathryn  Gray- 
son, Gene  Kelly,  Mary  Astor,  John  Boles. 
Brother,  here  is  a show.  This  can't  possibly 
miss  in  any  situation.  The  buildup  to  the 
final  situation  is  a real  knockout  and  the 
story  is  good,  which  is  something  in  a show 
that  has  the  array  of  talent  this  one  has. 
Played  Thurs.,  Sat.  Weather:  Cold. — S.  C. 
Onerheim,  Community,  Luseland,  Sask.,  Can- 
ada. Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Three  Men  in  White  (M-G-M) — Lionel  Bar- 
rymore, Van  Johnson,  Marilyn  Maxwell.  This 
was  very  good  as  all  of  these  pictures  are. 
These  will  do  more  business  than  a.  lot  of 
these  so-called  specials.  Played  Tues.,  Wed. 
Weather:  Fair. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Ana- 
moose,  N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  patron- 
age. 

Two  Girls  and  a Sailor  (M-G-M)— Van 
Johnson,  June  Allyson,  Gloria  DeHaven.  Here 
is  one  that  has  what  it'  takes — a good  musical 
comedy  that  everyone  liked  okay.  Harry 
James  is  a drawing  card  here.  Jimmy  Durante 
okay  too.  Business  above  average.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — James  Scholl, 
Mary  Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage. 

Two  Girls  and  a Sailor  (M-G-M) — Van 
Johnson,  June  Allyson,  Gloria  DeHaven.  This 
picture  packed  plenty  of  music  and  entertain- 


ment. The  girls  are'  all  crazy  for  Van  Johnson 
sc  the  results  were  extra  business.  Metro's 
only  slip  on  this  was  that  color  wouldn't  have 
done  any  harm.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Good. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose, 
N D.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

MONOGRAM 

Sonora  Stagecoach  (Mono) — Hoot  Gibson, 
Bob  Steele.  Well,  it's  just  another  western. 
Some  said  it  was  a bit  better  than  the  aver- 
age western.  I did  my  usual  Fri.,  Sat.  busi- 
ness. Weather:  Cold. — James  Scholl,  Mary 
Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

Double  Indemnity  (Para) — Fred  MacMurray, 
Barbara  Stanwyck,  Edward  G.  Robinson.  This 
is  the  type  of  picture  I like  and  in  my  esti- 
mation was  about  tops  in  murder  stories. 
This  picture  failed  to  do  business,  though. 
Many  regular  customers  stayed  away.  I 
guess  the  combination  of  love  and  murder 
was  too  much  for  them.  Played  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Fair. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex, 
Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  pa- 
tronage. 

Double  Indemnity  (Para) — Fred  MacMurray, 
Barbara  Stanwyck,  Edward  G.  Robinson. 
This  just  isn't  the  type  to  draw  the  business 
and  we  failed  to  come  up  to  Paramount's  ex- 
pectations, according  to  the  price  and  the 
gross.  Not  a money-making  proposition  and 
if  you  can't  buy  it  for  a little  better  than 
program  prices,  let  it  alone.  Played  Tues., 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair. — Mayme  P.  Mus- 
selman,  Princess,  Lincoln,  Kas.  Small  town 
patronage. 

Going  My  Way  (Para) — Bing  Crosby,  Rise 
Stevens,  Barry  Fitzgerald.  This  was  tops  and 
did  a fair  business  despite  plenty  of  cold 
weather,  wind  and  snow.  Played  Fri.,  Sat., 
Sun. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose, 
N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Going  My  Way  (Para) — Bing  Crosby,  Rise 
Stevens,  Barry  Fitzgerald.  This  is  "one  of 


Don't  Rue  Billets  Doux: 
We  Knew  He'd  Renew 

KANSAS  CITY— From  far  off  India 
comes  this  dramatic  plea,  sent  by  CpI. 
W.  Elden  Harwood  of  the  army  air  force: 

“No! — No! — No! — Not  that! — Anything 
but  that! — I’ll  pay. — Just  don’t  stop 
sending  BOXOFFICE.  An  armload  of 
your  magazine  just  caught  up  with  me — 
along  with  a handful  of  your  eight-ball, 
fire-ball,  screw-ball  (everything  but 
Lucille  Ball)  requests  for  renewal  remit- 
tance. So  forthwith,  herewith,  I am 
‘passing  the  buck’  to  you. 

Seriously,  I want  you  to  know  how 
much  I appreciate  your  continuing  my 
subscription  after  the  lapse  date  of  the 
original  subscription.  Reading  of  people 
and  events  of  the  industry,  though  three 
months  old  (because  of  my  inaccessibil- 
ity) and  halfway  around  the  world,  is 
really  a treat.  Thanks  a million  for 
your  service. 

“In  case  you  wonder,  prior  to  my  in- 
duction, I was  manager  of  the  Granada 
Theatre  for  Commonwealth  in  Law- 
rence, Kas. — but  please  don’t  hold  me 
or  my  low  attempt  at  comedy  against 
Commonwealth.” 


them  things" — it  just  goes  on  and  on,  does 
plenty  of  business  and  everyone  raves  to 
everyone  else.  Naturally,  no  exhibitor  likes 
the  terms,  but  there's  no  other  way  out.  It  is 
a pleasure  to  run  one  that  pleases,  even  at 
that.  Buy  it  some  way — then  take  care  of 
yourself.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed. 
Weather:  Fine. — Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Prin- 
cess, Lincoln,  Kas.  Small  town  patronage. 

Great  Moment,  The  (Para) — Joel  McCrea, 
Betty  Field,  Harry  Carey.  Very  poor.  McCrea 
is  on  his  way  to  the  bottom  if  they  don't  stop 
shoving  these  poor  pictures  at  him.  Played 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Fair. — Harold  Ray, 
Strand,  Tompkinsville,  Ky.  Rural  patronage. 

Great  Moment,  The  (Para) — Joel  McCrea, 
Betty  Field,  Harry  Carey.  A very  good  pic- 
ture that  had  some  good  action  and  q lot  bet- 
ter than  I ever  thought  it  would  be.  Hardly 
worth  the  rental,  but  what  picture  did  you 
ever  steal  lately?  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Fair. — Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Princess,  Lin- 
coln, Kas.  Small  town  patronage. 

Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para) — Eddie 
Bracken,  Ella  Raines,  Raymond  Walburn. 
Very  fine  although  I showed  it  only  one  night 
because  the  hall  was  not  available.  This  is 
more  for  the  midweek  but  did  okay  and  is 
another  from  Paramount  that  clicked  swell 
with  the  audience  and  not  so  badly  at  the 
boxoffice.  I had  an  Autry  booked  but  it  went 
ridin'  over  the  country  so  I snapped  up  this 
one  on  short  notice.  They  came  in  to  see 
Autry  and  were  just  as  well  if  not  better 
pleased  with  Eddie  Bracken.  Played  Wednes- 
day. Weather:  Cold — below  zero. — W.  H 
Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret  (Para) — Jimmy 
Lydon,  Charles  Smith,  John  Litel.  This  series 
is  popular  with  our  weekend  patrons. — Har- 
land  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

Hostages  (Para) — Luise  Rainer,  Arturo  de 
Cordova,  William  Bendix.  William  Bendix 
stole  the  show.  This  is  an  exceptionally  fine 
war  picture  and  well  liked  here.  Played  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Heavy  rain. — Francis  Powell, 
Colonial,  Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and 
farm  patronage. 

Lady  in  the  Dark  (Para) — Ginger  Rogers, 
Ray  Milland,  Warner  Baxter.  Although  it 
rated  high,  it  did  not  draw  here.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Good  house  Sunday — Monday 
nothing. — A.  L.  Brown,  Hart,  Ferndale,  Calif. 
Small  town  patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Step  Lively  (RKO) — Frank  Sinatra,  George 
Murphy,  Adolphe  Menjou.  Sinatra  is  not  any 
good  for  the  screen.  You  are  the  one  who 
will  swoon  when  you  see  how  little  you  take 
in.  It  takes  more  than  a voice  for  us.  Played 
Fri.,  Sat. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury, 
Ont.,  Canada.  General  patronage. 

REPUBLIC 

South  of  the  Border  (Rep) — Gene  Autry. 
This  old  Autry  really  went  to  town  for  us, 
just  like  it  did  a long  time  ago  and  no  one 
seemed  to  notice  the  age.  Played  with  "Music 
in  Manhattan"  (RKO)  and  made  a rather  long 
double  bill  but  they  liked  it.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Fair. — Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Prin- 
cess, Lincoln,  Kas.  Small  town  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Laura  (20th-Fox) — Gene  Tierney,  Dana  An- 
drews, Vincent  Price.  A very  good  picture 
that  will  do  business  on  your  best  time  and 
your  patrons  will  like  it,  and  you,  for  show- 
ing it.  We  ran  the  latest  Nostradamus  short 
and  that  helped  the  draw.  "Laura"  will  do 
you  some  good,  and  you  can  buy  it  right. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — Mayme 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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P.  Musselman,  Princess,  Lincoln,  Kas.  Small 
town  patronage. 

Wing  and  a Prayer  (20th-Fox) — Don 
Ameche,  Dana  Andrews,  William  Eythe.  A 
very  good  action  drama  about  Carrier  X. 
Good  acting,  good  direction,  good  casting  and 
a good  story.  This  new  find,  William  Eythe, 
is  good  and  sits  okay  with  us.  Business,  good. 
Played  Fri  , Sat.  Weather:  Fair.— Victor  E. 
Dahl,  Fayette,  Fayette,  Iowa.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage. 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

Hi  Diddle  Diddle  (UA) — Adolphe  Menjou, 
Martha  Scott,  Pola  Negri.  I ran  this  late  and 
would  have  been  better  off  if  I had  never 
run  it.  A lot  of  loosely  constructed  hokum 
that  got  nowhere.  After  it  was  over  you  still 
didn't  know  what  it  was  all  about.  Played 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Good. — Otto  W. 


Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 

It  Happened  Tomorrow  (UA) — Linda  Dar- 
nell, Dick  Powell,  Jack  Oakie.  This  shouldn't 
happen  to  anyone — not  even  me.  It  is  a 
pretty  fair  show  but  has  no  drawing  power 
and  we  had  very  few  patrons.  Those  who 
came  enjoyed  it.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Fair. — Francis  Powell,  Colonial, 
Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and  farm  pa- 
tronage. 

Texas  Masquerade  (UA) — William  Boyd, 
Andy  Clyde,  Jimmy  Rogers.  This  seemed  to 
be  a pretty  fair  western,  and  gave  good 
satisfaction  to  the  western  fans.  Played 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Good. — Otto  W. 
Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Ghost  Catchers  (Univ) — Olsen  and  John- 


son, Martha  O'Driscoll,  Leo  Carrillo.  A lot  of 
good  laughs  and  was  liked  pretty  well. 
Played  on  family  nights.  Weather:  Bad. — Bill 
Leonard,  Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

In  Society  (Univ) — Bud  Abbott,  Lou  Cos- 
tello, Arthur  Treacher.  Extremely  cuckoo  and 
a few  walkouts.  Did  business  Sunday  and 
was  more  or  less  of  a washout  on  Monday. 
It's  no  better  or  worse  than  former  offerings 
by  these  two  comedians.  A certain  number 
like  their  style  but  I cannot  say  that  I am  one 
of  them.  Weather:  Fair  Sun.,  snow  Mon. — 
A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium,  Emporium,  Pa. 
General  patronage. 

Moon  Over  Las  Vegas  (Univ) — Anne 
Gwynne,  David  Bruce,  Vera  Vague.  The  pic- 
ture surprised  us.  They  came  out  to  Sunday 
midnight  with  bad  weather.  Some  surprise. — 
Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

. Phantom  Lady  (Univ) — Franchot  Tone,  Ella 
Raines,  Alan  Curtis.  This  is  a very  good  pic- 
ture. It  surely  was  a phantom  here,  though, 
because  it  bucked  a personal  appearance  of 
Henry  King  and  his  orchestra  at  a nearby 
dance  hall.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Rainy. — Francis  Powell,  Colonial,  Stanwood, 
Wash.  Small  town  and  farm  patronage. 

Tumbling  Tumbleweeds  (Univ) — Gene  Au- 
try. Good  old  Autry — still  a great  help.  For 
a weak  picture,  double  bill  this  one  with  it. 
I hope  Autry  gets  back  in  pictures  soon. — 
Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Adventures  of  Mark  Twain  (WB) — Fredric 
March,  Alexis  Smith,  Donald  Crisp.  Excellent 
show,  well  liked  by  all.  Some  of  the  school 
classes  came  to  see  it,  which  helps  at  the 
boxoffice.  Business  a bit  above  par.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Could  have  been  worse. 
— James  Scholl,  Mary  Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky. 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (WB) — Cary  Grant, 
Raymond  Massey,  Priscilla  Lane.  A good 
comedy  well  received  and  business  very 
good. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont., 
Canada.  General  patronage. 

Doughgirls  (WB) — Ann  Sheridan,  Alexis 
Smith.  Pretty  good  picture  that  did  just  fair. 
Not  a money-maker  but  a pleasing  picture 
with  a theme  that  doesn't  irritate  and  still 
gathers  a lot  of  laughs.  Played  on  our  best 
time  and  it'  pleased — Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Cold. — Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Princess,  Lin- 
coln, Kas.  Small  town  patronage. 

Make  Your  Own  Bed  (WB) — Jack  Carson, 
Jane  Wyman,  Irene  Manning.  This  was  fair. 
It  was  on  the  order  of  the  slapstick  type  com- 
edy that  the  rural  trade  seems  to  like  very 
much.  Personally  I can't  say  much  for  it. 
Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good. — Otto  W. 
Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 

Mask  of  Dimitrios  (WB) — Sydney  Green- 
street,  Peter  Lorre,  Faye  Emerson.  This  was 
a good  mystery  picture.  This  Greenstreet  is 
okay,  but  Warners  should  not  overdo  him. 
The  public  tires  when  they  see  too  much  of 
the  same  type.  Played  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Fair. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N. 
D.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Old  Acquaintance  (WB) — Bette  Davis,  Mir- 
iam Hopkins,  Gig  Young.  Bette  Davis  is  good, 
as  usual.  Here  is  one  star  that  is  plenty 
okay  for  any  man.  Played  Thurs.,  Fri. 
Weather:  Fair. — Harold  Ray,  Strand,  Tomp- 
kinsville,  Ky.  Rural  patronage. 

Passage  to  Marseille  (WB) — Humphrey  Bo- 
gart, Claude  Rains,  Michele  Morgan.  Another 
good  one  from  Warner  which  is  No.  1 in  my 
book.  Bogart  still  going  strong.  Played  Sun  , 
Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — Harold  Ray,  Strand, 
Tompkinsville,  Ky.  Rural  patronage. 
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HE  COMES  HOME — Pvt.  Louis  Hughes,  who  saw  service  in  North  Africa  and 
Italy  and  was  wounded  at  Cassino,  went  back  to  St.  John’s  Home  for  Boys,  Brook- 
lyn, where  he  was  formerly  a ward,  and  was  received  as  a hero.  A special  dinner 
was  served  and  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a Solider”  (20th-Fox)  was  screened  for  350 
boys. 


Five  Theatres  Closed 
In  Rochester  Area 

ROCHESTER  — Five  theatres  in  the 
Rochester  area  closed  Tuesday  (30)  under 
orders  issued  by  the  mayors  of  Geneva  and 
Auburn  due  to  coal  shortages  in  those  two 
cities. 

The  five  houses  affected,  all  members  of 
the  Schine  group,  are  the  Geneva  and  Regent 
in  Geneva,  and  the  Auburn,  Jefferson  and 
Palace  in  Auburn.  Despite  adequate  fuel 
supplies  of  their  own,  they  were  obliged  to 
close  their  doors  under  provisions  of  the 
rulings  which  ban  heat  for  all  places  of 
amusement. 

In  Geneva  only  food  and  drug  stores,  ga- 
rages and  service  stations  were  allowed  to 
stay  open,  and  their  hours  were  curtailed. 
All  liquor  sales  are  banned.  At  a special 
meeting  of  the  Geneva  common  council,  an 
emergency  ordinance  was  passed  providing 
fines  and  jail  terms  for  violators. 

Duration  of  the  order  is  indefinite,  hing- 
ing on  arrival  of  coal  supplies  tied  up  by 
storms  throughout  upstate  New  York. 


Heat  Reduced  in  All  Buildings 
By  Order  of  Mayor  in  Buffalo 

BUFFALO — Shortage  of  fuel  became  so 
critical  Tuesday  as  a result  of  the  long  tieup 
of  railroad  freight  that  Mayor  Joseph  J. 
Kelly  ordered  heat  reduced  to  55  or  60  de- 
grees in  practically  every  building,  beginning 
Thursday  of  this  week.  Saturday  was  billed 
as  a “heatless”  day  in  most  office  buildings. 

No  fuel  will  be  delivered  to  theatres  except 
in  quantities  sufficient  to  maintain  a tem- 
perature of  55  degrees,  sufficient  to  prevent 
freezing  of  pipes  or  other  damage  to  prop- 
erty. The  order  applies  until  further  notice 
to  all  buildings  heated  by  soft  or  hard  coal, 
coke,  gas  or  fuel  oil. 

Wireless  Veterans  Give 
Marconi  Award  to  TBA 

NEW  YORK — Veterans  of  the  oldest  form 
of  air  communication — wireless — greeted  the 
newest  form  late  in  the  week  when  the  Vet- 
eran Wireless  Operators  Ass’n,  Inc.,  presented 
the  Marconi  Memorial  Plaque  to  the  Tele- 
vision Broadcasters  Ass’n  at  a dinner  in  the 
Hotel  Astor.  The  presentation  was  made  by 
William  J.  McGonigle,  president  of  the 
VWOA,  and  the  award  was  received  by  J.  R. 
Poppele,  president  of  the  TBA. 

The  award  has  been  made  annually  since 
the  death  of  Guglielmo  Marconi. 


10  Per  Cent  Hike  in  Pay 

ALBANY — The  service  personnel  in  local 
exchanges  received  a delayed  Christmas  pres- 
ent when  the  ten  per  cent  raise,  hanging  fire 
since  Dec.  1,  1942,  was  approved  by  the  War 
Labor  Board.  The  increase  was  held  up  be- 
cause of  the  Little  Steel  Formula. 

Substantial  amounts  were  received  by  most 
of  Local  B43  members  in  the  payoff. 


Rules  All  Bingo  Illegal 

JERSEY  CITY — Bingo  is  illegal  whether  it 
is  played  in  a church,  theatre  or  any  other 
place,  Chief  Justice  Thomas  J.  Brogan  told 
the  Hudson  County  grand  jury  investigating 
at  least  60  complaints  that  the  game  is  being 
played  in  this  area.  The  grand  jurors  sought 
specific  rulings  on  the  legality  of  the  game. 


Newsreels  Cut  to  700  Feet 

NEW  YORK — As  a result  of  new  stock  allo- 
cations, newsreels  will  cut  from  750  to  700 
feet. 


Statue  of  Liberty  Given 
To  Red  Cross  for  Drive 

NEW  YORK — The  Statue  of  Liberty  replica 
erected  in  Times  Square  for  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  by  the  film  industry  has  been  donated 
to  the  American  Red  Cross  for  use  as  a sym- 
bol in  its  March  fund  drive. 

ARC  headquarters  in  Washington  are  con- 
sidering plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
statue  as  follows: 

The  spikes  on  the  statue’s  crown  would  be 
removed  and  the  traditional  Red  Cross  head- 
dress substituted:  in  place  of  the  lights  in  its 
upraised  right  hand  would  be  placed  Florence 
Nightingale’s  lamp  and  the  left  hand  which 
now  holds  a tablet  would  grasp  a Red  Cross. 

Max  A.  Cohen  was  chairman  of  the  special 
events  committee  which  conceived  the  idea. 


Three  Buy  WJZ  Time 

NEW  YORK — Three  film  companies  have 
bought  time  on  station  WJZ,  New  York  outlet 
for  the  Blue  Network.  Loew’s  purchased  one 
station-break  weekly  announcement  for  a 52- 
week  period.  Twentieth-Fox  bought  three  ad- 
ditional station-break  announcements  week- 
ly for  42  weeks,  and  several  others  for  promo- 
tion on  the  naval  documentary,  “The  Fight- 
ing Lady.”  RKO  contracted  for  several  spots. 


Photographers  Get  Five  Emcees 

NEW  YORK — Frank  Fay,  Harry  Hersh- 
field,  Ed  Sullivan,  Danton  Walker  and  Milton 
Berle  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  at  the 
annual  dance  of  the  Press  Photographers’ 
Ass’n  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 


Sam  Pinanski  Is  Expected 
To  Head  7th  War  Loan 

Washington — Announcement  is  expect- 
ed shortly  that  Sam  Pinanski  of  Boston 
has  been  named  to  head  the  industry’s 
Seventh  War  Loan  drive,  with  Harry 
Browning  as  his  assistant. 

Pinanski,  partner  with  Marty  Mullin  in 
the  M&P  circuit  in  New  England,  and 
Browning,  publicity  and  advertising  di- 
rector of  the  circuit,  have  been  out- 
standing figures  in  all  the  industry 
drives  since  the  start  of  the  war. 

They  are  expected  here  shortly  for 
treasury  department  conferences. 


Discrimination  Board 
Seems  Sure  in  N.Y. 

ALBANY  — Submission  by  the  temporary 
state  commission  against  discrimination  of  a 
report  urging  the  creation  of  a permanent 
commission  to  eliminate  racial  and  religious 
discrimination  in  employment  and  to  foster 
better  understanding  through  educational 
and  community  efforts,  was  accompanied  by 
a statement  of  Chairman  Irving  M.  Ives,  ma- 
pority  leader  of  the  assembly,  that  he  in- 
tended to  use  all  the  forces  at  his  disposal 
to  obtain  enactment  of  the  recommendations. 

A strong  drive  to  pass  the  new  measure  will 
be  launched.  Governor  Dewey’s  prestige  is  in- 
volved. He  sent  a special  message  to  the  law- 
makers before  adjournment  last  spring  recom- 
mending sidetracking  of  more  drastic  legisla- 
tion prepared  by  the  governor’s  committee  on 
discrimination  in  employment  and  suggested 
the  new  study  commission. 

The  Republicans  control  both  houses  of  the 
legislature  by  safe  majorities  and  might  be  in 
very  vulnerable  political  position  if  they  did 
not  put  through  the  bills.  Some  opponents 
of  Governor  Dewey  in  last  fall’s  presidential 
campaign  charged  he  had  dodged  the  red- 
hot  discrimination  issue  by  setting  up  another 
commission,  to  which  he  appointed  15  of  the 
23  members.  The  governor,  however,  in  his 
annual  message  to  the  legislature  several 
weeks  ago,  put  the  full  weight  of  his  office 
behind  the  temporary  commission  and  its 
recommendations.  He  termed  new  state  ac- 
tion “imperative.” 

Motion  pictures  are  one  of  many  kinds  of 
businesses  which  would  be  affected  by  the  bill 
creating  a permanent  discrimination  com- 
mission, declaring  the  right  to  employment 
without  discrimination  on  racial,  religious  or 
national  origin  grounds  a basic  one,  and 
establishing  a series  of  “unlawful  employment 
practices”  which  would  be  banned. 

Assemblyman  Ives  estimated  the  cost  of 
operation  by  a permanent  commission  to  be 
$300,000  a year.  The  cost  is  one  of  the  objec- 
tions raised  by  employer  groups  and  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce. 


Freight  Tieup  Closes  Laboratory 

NEW  YORK  — The  Consolidated  Film 
Laboratory  at  Fort  Lee,  N.  J.,  closed  at  the 
weekend  because  of  lack  of  raw  stock  caused 
by  the  freight  tieup.  Other  laboratories  are 
operating  on  a five-day  week. 
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lUTaury  Goldstein,  M-G-M’s  New  Haven 
branch  manager,  and  Phil  Gravitz,  head 
booker  of  the  exchange,  were  visitors  for 
home  office  conferences.  Other  branch  men 
in  town  were  Lou  Formato,  Philadelphia 
manager,  and  Bud  Bache,  booker  at  the  ex- 
change. 

William  Newberry,  San  Francisco  exploita- 
tion man  for  M-G-M,  departed  for  the  coast 
after  a ten-day  stay  in  town. 

Jane  Wyman,  Warner  star,  came  in  from 
Washington,  where  she  took  part  in  the 
President’s  Birthday  Ball  ceremonies. 

Maj.  Matty  Fox,  Universal  vice-president, 
is  assigned  to  industrial  mobilization  opera- 
tions in  France,  where  he  is  now  stationed. 

S.  G.  Rayment,  editor  of  Kenematography 
Weekly,  London  tradepaper,  celebrated  his 
65th  birthday  recently,  along  with  his  25th 
year  on  the  paper.  He  has  been  editor  18 
years. 

Barbara  Gould  has  joined  the  staff  at 
BOXOFFICE  as  assistant  to  Doris  Sultan. 

I.  F.  “Mike”  Dolid,  Warner  supervisor  for 
exchanges,  left  for  a series  of  branch  office 
meetings  in  the  newly-designated  southern 


y 


and  southwestern  districts.  His  itinerary  in- 
cludes St.  Louis,  Dallas,  Oklahoma  City, 
Memphis,  New  Orleans,  Atlanta  and  Char- 
lotte. Trip  will  take  about  two  weeks. 

Arthur  Sachson,  assistant  general  sales 
manager  for  Warners,  has  returned  from  a 
three-week  tour  of  branches  in  the  western 
territory. 

Leo  J.  McCarthy,  PRC  general  sales  man- 
ager, says  the  Boston  office  has  closed  a 100 
per  cent  deal  with  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  circuit. 

A1  Finestone,  Paramount  trade  press  con- 
tact, has  been  elected  to  the  board  of  gover- 
nors of  the  Paramount  Pep  Club.  He  is  the 
youngest  member  from  the  point  of  service 
with  the  company  to  be  so  honored. 

Will  Yolen,  Warners  special  events  man, 
went  to  Macon,  Ga„  to  resume  work  on  the 
advance  campaign  for  the  premiere  of  “God 
Is  My  Co-Pilot.” 

Ernest  Haycox,  author  of  “Trail  Town,”  is 
on  the  coast  for  conferences  with  Jules 
Levey,  UA  producer,  on  the  proposed  screen 
version  of  the  story. 

Republic  Pictures  Consolidated  Film  Indus- 
tries, Inc.  bowling  team  met  the  Grumman 


Aircraft  Hellcats  in  a match  at  the  Grum- 
man plant  in  Farmingdale  recently.  The  Re- 
public keglers  are  Martin  Pirnat,  Fred  Ha- 
beck,  Peter  Andrich,  Tony  Morro  and  A1 
Lyons,  with  Ted  Gaski  as  a reserve. 

Harold  Rodner,  Warner  executive,  has 
been  made  an  honorary  life  member  of 
projectionists  square  club  784  of  greater  New 
York.  The  organization  is  composed  of 
Masons  among  film  operators,  and  the  honor 
conferred  on  Rodner  is  in  recognition  of  his 
welfare  activities. 

Joe  Roberts  of  Vanguard  Films  publicity 
staff  was  in  Cleveland  on  assignment  for  “I’ll 
Be  Seeing  You.” 

The  coffers  of  the  infantile  paralysis  fund 
have  been  enriched  by  the  receipts  of  a 
doubleheader  basketball  game  recently.  First 
game  saw  the  Paramount  Pep  Club  five  meet 
the  St.  Simon  Stock  team  at  the  latter’s  home 
court,  while  the  nightcap  featured  the  St. 
Simon  Stock  Alpines  and  the  Sparks. 

Alan  Ladd,  Paramount  star,  accompanied 
by  his  wife.  Sue  Carol,  were  in  Washington 
lecently  to  attend  the  President’s  Birthday 
Ball.  Ladd  came  on  to  New  York  after  the 
ball  for  a ten-day  stay. 

Leonard  Picker,  producer  of  Columbia’s 
Whistler  series,  is  in  town  to  see  the  Broad- 
way plays  and  look  over  some  new  story 
properties. 

A1  O.  Bondy,  GE’s  film  distributor,  is  on  a 
tour  which  will  take  him  to  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Washington,  Richmond  and  Nor- 
folk, before  heading  into  the  midwest. 

E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea,  M-G-M’s  eastern  sales 
manager,  and  his  son,  Lieut.  James  O’Shea, 
have  returned  from  a visit  to  Buffalo. 

Ralph  Pielow,  M-G-M’s  New  York  branch 
manager,  has  been  notified  by  the  war  de- 
partment that  his  son,  Ralph  jr.,  has  been 
seriously  wounded  in  action  in  Belgium. 

Marie  McDonald  visited  Springfield,  Wor- 
cester and  Boston  recently  in  connection  with 
the  March  of  Dimes  campaign  and  her  latest 
film,  “Guest  in  the  House.” 

Tom  Baird,  director  of  the  MOI  film  divi- 
sion, returned  from  the  coast  where  he  went 
to  complete  arrangements  for  the  printing  of 
“Western  Approaches,”  the  new  MOI  Tech- 
nicolor film,  to  be  distributed  in  the  U.S.  by 
Paramount. 

Humphrey  Bogart  is  an  arrival  from  the 

coast. 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  British  Club  of  New  York  in  1927,  was 
elected  president  of  the  organization  this 
week.  Kelly  is  president  of  Eagle-Lion  Films, 
Inc.,  the  American  representative  for  all 
films  made  in  England  under  the  J.  Arthur 
Rank  banner. 


French  Film  Into  N.Y. 

NEW  YORK — The  Famous  International 
Film  Corp.  was  organized  recently  to  dis- 
tribute foreign  product  in  the  U.S.  First  re- 
lease is  “Dawn  Over  France,”  and  will  open 
at  the  World  Theatre.  The  picture  was  made 
in  France  and  stars  Raimu,  star  of  many 
French  films.  The  company  will  release  six 
films  in  1945,  including  'one  made  in  Swit- 
zerland. 


To  Show  "Speaking"  Feb.  19 

NEW  YORK — Warners’  “Roughly  Speak- 
ing” will  be  tradeshown  nationally  Febru- 
ary 19. 


Important  Role  in  "Danger  Signal" 

An  important  part  in  Warners’  “Danger 
Signal”  has  been  assigned  to  Dick  Erdman. 


WHOOPING  IT  UP — Times  Square  put  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign  on  the 
Manhattan  map  by  staging  a big  celebration  in  front  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
replica.  A conga  line  started  northward  from  there  to  50th  Street  on  Broadway 
and  completely  halted  traffic.  Olsen  and  Johnson  and  their  band  made  something 
besides  the  welkin  ring  on  a trolley  car  that  went  up  Tenth  Avenue  to  59th  Street 
and  then  down  Broadway  and  across  42nd  Street. 
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Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


'Burma'  and  'Window' 
Click  on  Big  Stem 

NEW  YORK  — “Objective,  Burma!”  ana 
“The  Woman  in  the  Window”  at  the  Strand 
and  Palace,  respectively,  came  close  to  estab- 
lishing new  records  in  their  opening  weeks. 

Other  new  films  that  did  exceptionally  well 
in  their  debuts  were:  “A  Song  to  Remember,” 
Music  Hall;  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier,” 
Roxy,  and  “The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home,”  Cap- 
itol. 

“Roughly  Speaking,”  based  on  the  best- 
selling autobiography  by  Louise  Randall  Pier- 
son, opened  at  the  Hollywood  on  Wednesday 
following  a 16-week  engagement  of  “To  Have, 
and  Have  Not.” 

To  accommodate  the  early  birds  at  the 
Strand  the  boxoffice  is  opening  at  7:15  a.  m., 
which  is  believed  to  establish  a record  on 
Broadway.  The  early  opening  was  decided 
upon  by  Managing  Director  Zeb  Epstin  after 
a line  started  forming  at  6 a.  m.  on  Saturday. 
The  last  stage  show  has  been  moved  back  to 
11:30  p.  m.,  an  hour  later  than  usual. 


(Average  is  100) 

Astor — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  9th  wk 150 

Capitol — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show  175 

Criterion — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  5th  wk 145 

Hollywood — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

16th  wk 115 

Palace — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) 220 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para), 

plus  stage  show,  5th  wk 155 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — A Song  to  Remember 

(Col),  plus  stage  show > 170 

Rialto — Man  in  Half  Moon  Street  (Para),  2nd  wk 85 

Rivoli — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

5th  wk 155 

Roxy — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  160 

Strand — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  plus 
stage  show  225 


"Victory"  Soars  to  206  at  Buffalo 
In  Lively  Week  Despite  Snow 

BUFFALO — “Winged  Victory”  went  into  a 
second  week  at  the  Great  Lakes  after  a bril- 
liant 206  per  cent  in  the  first  seven  days  here. 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  kept  close  to  average  in 
a second  week  at  the  Buffalo  and  appeared 
ready  for  a third  downtown  week  at  the  Hip- 
podrome. 

“Bell  of  the  Yukon”  and  “The  Falcon  in 
Hollywood”  were  surprise  hits  at  the  20th 
Century  with  182  per  cent.  The  snow  is  still 
on  the  ground,  something  like  80  inches  of 
it  and  everybody  fears  a flood  when  the  stuff 


begins  to  melt — if  it  ever  does. 

Buffalo — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 97 

Great  Lakes — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 206 

Hippodrome — Dark  Waters  (UA);  Dancing  in 

Manhattan  (Col)  131 

20th  Century — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO);  The 

Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO)  182 

Lafayette — The  Suspect  (Univ);  Night  Club  Girl 
(Univ)  128 


Philadelphia  Grosses  Take  a Tumble 
As  Ice  Sheet  Coats  the  Town 

PHILADELPHIA — A sheet  of  ice,  covering 
the  streets  for  four  days  of  the  week,  ruined 
business  in  downtown  Philly  this  session. 

“Winged  Victory”  is  getting  a big  play,  but 
the  sensational  business  that  was  expected 
did  not  materialize.  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom” 


likewise  made  its  bow  this  week. 

Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  6th  wk 170 

Arcadia — Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M),  reissue, 

2nd  wk 175 

Boyd — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th -Fox) .155 

Earle — Johnny  Doesn't  Live  Here  Any  More 

(Mono),  with  Tony  Pastor  band 110 

Fox — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 170 

Karlton — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO), 

return  engagement  140 

Keith's — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para), 

return  engagement  155 

Mostbaum — To  Have  or  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk 190 

Stanley — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  2nd  wk 170 

Stanton — San  Diego,  I Love  You  (Univ) 150 


Stage  and  Wall  Drapes 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


THEATRES  in  the  metropolitan  area  really 
extended  themselves  on  the  current  March 
of  Dimes.  Broadway  houses  and  the  smaller 
neighborhood  houses  worked  with  might  and 
main  to  collect  record  sums.  And,  according 
to  indications  at  this  writing,  they  have  suc- 
ceeded beyond  all  expectations. 

Several  Broadway  houses,  including  the 
Paramount,  Loew's  State  and  Warners’ 
Strand,  introduced  a new  wrinkle-by  launch- 
ing their  collections  a week  in  advance  of  the 
start  of  the  scheduled  campaign  on  the  25th. 

Fred  Schwartz,  co-chairman  with  Samuel 
Rinzler  of  the  metropolitan  committee  of  the 
March  of  Dimes,  said  that  more  than  100 
theatres  that  never  participated  in  the  drive 
before  enlisted  in  this  year’s  campaign. 

While  it  is  too  early  to  obtain  the  final 
figures,  it  is  a safe  guess  that  last  year’s 
record  collections  will  be  beaten  to  a frazzle. 
Some  of  the  larger  independent  circuits  re- 
ported collections  were  about  50  per  cent 
ahead  of  last  year.  If  this  ratio  is  main- 
tained, then  a hard-to-beat  record  is  in  the 
offing. 

Because  of  the  snowstorm  which  broke  just 
about  the  time  the  drive  started,  most  of  the 
theatres  in  the  local  zone  held  the  drive  over 
for  a second  weekend. 


Brooklyn  exhibitors  are  indignant  over  the 
severe  punishment  meted  out  to  Sam  Koenig, 
operator  of  the  Gloria  Theatre,  395  Court 
St.,  that  borough,  on  a charge  of  overcrowd- 
ing his  theatre.  Koenig  was  sentenced  to  30 
days  in  the  city  jail  and  fined  $100  on  his 
plea  of  guilty  to  the  charge  in  a Brooklyn 
court.  Exhibitors  pointed  out  that  it  was 
the  first  time  that  a theatre  man  had  been 
sent  to  jail  for  such  an  offense. 


Exhibitors  who  read  Orson  Welles’  new 
column  in  the  New  York  Post  were  pleased 
to  see  a plug  for  Monogram’s  “When  Strang- 
ers Marry”  . . . ITOA  held  a meeting  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  on  Thursday  ...  Jen  Dennet, 
Republic’s  chief  booker,  is  vacationing  in 
Connecticut. 


Etta  V.  Segall,  booking  chief  at  Mono- 
gram, celebrated  her  wedding  anniversary 
with  her  husband  by  attending  a Broadway 
show  and  having  dinner  at  a French  resta- 
urant. Her  secretary,  Lillian  Hoffman,  ob- 
served a birthday  . . . Aaron  Shusterman, 
veteran  exhibitor,  has  returned  to  active 
management  of  the  Roxy  Theatre,  Perth 
Amboy,  N.  J. 


New  Jersey  exhibitors  battled  three  feet  of 
snow  during  the  recent  storm.  Business  was 
affected  considerably  . . . The  RKO  exchange 
has  a new  display  promoting  the  Ned  Depi- 
net  sales  drive  from  January  19  through 
May  10.  The  display,  approximately  the  size 


NEW  YORK — The  recent  affiliation  of 
Pictorial  Films,  Inc.,  with  Pathe  Industries, 
Inc.,  “will  assure  a continued  flow  of  16mm 
films  for  the  home  movie  field,  libraries  and 
schools,”  said  Milton  Salzburg  and  Harold 
Baunstone,  president  and  vice-president,  re- 
spectively, of  Pictorial. 

J.  Stinson  Young,  chairman  of  the  Pathe 
board,  declared  that  the  association  “will 
benefit  both  types  of  film-making  with  no 
infringement  upon  cither’s  rights.  Pictorial, 
as  our  subsidiary,  will  be  able  to  present  to 
the  public  all  our  35mm  production  in  16mm 


of  a 24-sheet,  is  emblazoned  with  PT  boats 
bearing  the  titles  of  current  RKO  releases  in 
cutout  letters. 


Exhibitor  Abe  Rottner  has  purchased  the 
Monroe,  4 Howard  Ave„  Brooklyn,  from 
Frank  Worth,  who  left  for  a Florida  vacation 
before  announcing  his  future  plans  . . . The 
Rex,  106th  St.  and  Second  Ave.,  is  playing 
Italian  films  on  Thursdays. 


Samuel  Kestenbaum,  former  PRC  eastern 
publicity  manager,  is  the  new  office  manager 
of  the  New  York  branch  of  Harold  J.  Flavin, 
manufacturer  of  accessories  and  press  books. 


Among  out-of-town  exhibitors  who  visited 
Filmrow  recently  were:  Frank  Henry,  Hild- 
inger  circuit  of  New  Jersey;  Morris  G.  Fogel- 
son,  of  the  Denville  Theatre,  Denville,  N.  J.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudy  Stravitz,  Colonial,  Mon- 
roe, N.  Y.,  and  Bill  Dinsbury,  Walden,  N.Y. 


UA  NOTES:  Nick  Giordano,  assistant 
shipper,  was  tendered  a luncheon  by  friends 
and  fellow  employes  prior  to  his  induction  into 
the  army  . . . Hattie  Rabner,  statistical  clerk, 
has  joined  Price  Premiums.  Gertrude  Levine 
replaces  her  . . . Gertrude  Strell  of  the  book- 
ing department  celebrated  her  birthday  . . . 
Erna  Sager,  secretary  to  Ed  Mullen,  assistant 
branch  manager,  is  an  aunt  . . . Irving  Dree- 
ben,  ad  sales  manager,  is  having  a time  ob- 
taining meat  for  his  dog,  as  who  isn’t? 


Moe  Rose,  Metro  booker,  is  finishing  a one- 
week  vacation  . . . Tom  Farrell,  popular 
M-G-M  salesman,  is  recovering  from  injuries 
sustained  recently  when  his  car  skidded  in 
upper  Manhattan.  He  was  rushed  to  the 
Medical  Center  following  the  accident  and 
removed  to  his  home  several  days  later. 


The  M-G-M  Exchange  Employes  Club 
elected  the  following  officers:  Tom  Farrell, 
president;  Gerard  Lee,  vice-president;  Harry 
Margolin,  financial  secretary,  and  George 
Smith,  treasurer.  Retiring  President  Flor- 
ence Perau  declined  renomination. 


Fifty  members  of  the  Film  Exchange  Em- 
ployes Union,  Local  B51,  IATSE,  employed 
at  the  Metro  exchange,  received  their  ten 
per  cent  increase  in  pay  retroactive  to  Dec. 
1,  1942.  The  boost  was  recently  authorized  by 
the  regional  war  labor  board.  Altogether, 
350  exchange  employes  of  the  various  dis- 
tributors are  to  receive  the  salary  increase. 


Harry  Brandt  has  assumed  management  of 
the  Majestic  Theatre,  Boston,  effective 
February  1.  “Dark  Waters,”  UA  release,  is 
the  opening  attraction.  A1  Naroff  will  super- 
vise operation  of  the  house  . . . Ben  Ginsberg, 
Beacon,  N.Y.,  exhibitor,  has  returned  from  a 
southern  vacation. 


form.  Our  combined  efforts  likewise  will 
supply  the  16mm  market  with  quality  ma- 
terial in  sufficient  quantity.” 

Salzburg  and  Baunstone  founded  Pictorial 
in  1935.  They  later  received  distribution 
rights  to  the  films  of  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.,  a Pathe  subsidiary,  and  have  since  be- 
come one  of  the  largest  distributors  in  the 
16mm  feature  field. 

Pictorial’s  principal  16mm  releases  during 
the  past  decade  included:  “Adventures  of 
Chico,”  “Prisoner  of  Zenda,”  “Adventures  of 
Tom  Sawyer,”  “Garden  of  Allah,”  This  Is 
America  series  and  Harmon-Ising  cartoons. 


Predict  Flow  of  I6MM  Product 
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SPU  Members  Strike  in  Hollywood 

Hollywood — For  the  first  time  in  several  years  Hollywood  studios  were  being  picketed 
Friday  morning  by  striking  unionists  who  began  patrolling  in  front  of  the  studio  gates 
in  a driving  rainstorm  of  cloudburst  proportions. 

The  walkout  by  members  of  the  newly-formed  Screen  Players  Union  was  having 
little  effect  on  studio  production  as  the  day  progressed.  The  picket  lines  were  being 
crossed  by  members  of  all  other  crafts,  including  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  with  which 
a sufficient  number  of  extras  had  affiliated  themselves  to  supply  the  producers  im- 
mediate needs. 

However,  heads  of  other  unions  were  studying  the  labor  war  Friday,  February  2,  to 
determine  whether  they  should  endorse  the  SAG  contention  that  the  walkout  was  an 
“outlaw  strike.” 

Mike  Jeffers,  SPU  business  representative  called  the  strike  when  producers  re- 
fused to  make  an  interim  agreement  pending  action  on  th  studio’s  appeal  to  the  NLRB 
for  reconsideration  of  its  certification  of  SPU  as  bargaining  agent  for  the  extras. 


Regional  Red  Cross 
Meetings  Are  Dated 

NEW  YORK — A series  of  meetings  to  co- 
ordinate theatre  activities  in  the  forthcoming 
motion  picture  industry  Red  Cross  war  fund 
week  has  been  set  during  February  in  key 
cities  of  nine  exchange  areas. 

The  opening  meeting  is  scheduled  February 
19  in  New  York.  All  sales  managers,  sales- 
men, local  exchange  managers  and  exhibitors 
have  been  invited.  The  speakers  at  this  ses- 
sion will  include  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national 
chairman  of  the  drive;  Fred  Schwartz  and 
Sam  Rinzler,  New  York  metropolitan  area 
chairmen;  Harry  Brandt,  exhibitor  chairman, 
and  Charles  M.  Reagan,  distributor  chairman. 

The  northeastern  district  meetings,  with 
Ben  Kalmenson  and  Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson 
presiding,  are  scheduled  as  follows,  with  all 
dates  in  February:  Boston,  23;  New  Haven, 
24;  Albany,  25,  and  Buffalo,  26. 

Eastern  district,  with  Rathvon  and  William 
Scully  presiding:  Washington,  23;  Philadel- 
phia, 24;  Pittsburgh,  25,  and  Cleveland,  26. 
Eastern  central  district,  with  A.  Montague 
and  Si  Fabian  presiding:  Detroit,  23;  Cin- 
cinnati, 24,  and  Indianapolis,  25. 

Southeastern  district,  with  H.  M.  Richey 
and  Henry  Reeves  presiding:  Charlotte,  23; 
Atlanta,  24,  and  New  Orleans,  25.  Southwest- 
ern district,  with  R.  J.  O'Donnell  and  Tom 
Connors  presiding:  Memphis,  23;  Oklahoma 
City,  24,  and  Dallas,  25.  Midwestern  district, 
with  Robert  Mochrie  and  M.  A.  Lightman 
presiding:  Chicago,  23;  Minneapolis,  24,  and 
Milwaukee,  25.  Prairie  district,  with  Francis 
Harmon,  Carl  Leserman  and  Martin  Smith 
presiding:  St.  Louis,  23;  Kansas  City,  24;  Des 
Moines,  25,  and  Omaha,  26. 

Rocky  Mountain  district,  with  Rick  Ricket- 
son  and  Herman  Wobber  presiding:  Salt  Lake 
City,  23,  and  Denver,  24.  West  coast  district, 
with  Ned  Depinet  and  Charles  Skouras  pre- 
siding: Los  Angeles,  23;  San  Francisco,  24; 
Portland,  25,  and  Seattle,  26. 


AAA  Budget  Held  Up 

NEW  YORK— The  American  Arbitration 
Ass’n  will  defer  action  on  its  annual  budget 
until  after  the  consent  decree  hearing  before 
Judge  Goddard  in  early  spring,  it  was  an- 
nounced this  week. 


Appeal  for  War  Fund 

NEW  YORK— Nelson  Aldrich  is  again  ap- 
pealing to  the  WAC  for  industry  aid  in  the 
National  War  Fund  drive.  He  says  that 
films  in  the  past  have  been  most  effective 
in  the  campaigns. 


Expect  Cooperation  in  Fuel  Crisis 

NEW  YORK— Members  of  the  ITOA  will 
make  applications  for  emergency  fuel  de- 
liveries as  supplies  dwindle.  Cooperation 
from  Mayor  LaGuardia’s  office  is  expected 
in  order  to  avoid  possible  closings. 


Burt  Ohmann,  Lyons,  N.Y., 
Theatre  Owner,  Dies  at  69 

ROCHESTER  — Services  were  held  last 
week  for  Burt  C.  Ohmann  of  nearby  Lyons, 
a partner  of  the  Ohmann  Theatre  there,  who 
died  January  23.  He  was  69. 

One  of  Wayne  County’s  best-known  busi- 
ness men,  Ohmann  was  first  identified  with 
the  jewelry  business  in  Lyons,  later  taking 
over  the  old  Parshall  Memorial  Theatre. 
When  that  burned  in  1915,  Ohmann  and  his 
brother,  Amos  Ohmann,  built  the  present 
Ohmann  Theatre 

Surviving  are  his  mother,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Ohmann,  now  91;  two  sons,  Sgt.  Robert  Oh- 
mann, veteran  of  two  years  overseas,  and 
Lieut.  Myron  C.  Ohmann,  serving  in  the  Pa- 
cific; a sister,  Mrs.  May  J.  Coombs  of  Syra- 
cuse, and  two  brothers,  Amos  of  Lyons,  and 
Marcus  Ohmann  of  Niagara  Falls. 


Theatres  Help  Wac  Drive 
For  Hospital  Recruits 

ALBANY — Theatres  here  are  cooperating 
with  the  Wac  in  a recruiting  campaign  for 
medical  technicians.  Lieut.  Zelda  Glazer, 
director  of  the  local  Wac  recruting  office, 
told  a meeting  on  the  campaign: 

“The  theme  of  this  new  drive,  conceived 
and  run  by  civilians,  will  be,  ‘Help  the 
Wounded’.  There  are  wounded  returning 
from  battle  areas  with  no  one  to  care  for 
them.  We  need  Wacs  to  help  these  men.” 

The  goal  is  100  Wac  medical  technicians 
for  every  1,000  beds,  according  to  Glazer.  The 
girls  will  be  trained  and  assigned  to  help 
nurses  and  to  relieve  hospital  corps  men  for 
active  duty.  Women  who  enlist  between  Feb- 
ruary 1 and  March  1 will  be  put  in  a special 
“Theodore  Roosevelt  company.” 

Plans  are  for  exhibition  at  the  Palace  and 
Strand  of  a signal  corps  short,  “Salute  to  the 
Lads,”  starting  February  15.  The  picture  de- 
picts Wacs  in  the  medical  department.  Lobby 
displays  will  be  arranged  in  connection  with 
the  showings.  The  film  may  also  go  on  the 
screen  of  the  Madison  and  other  local  houses. 
Joe  Weinstein,  short  subject  booker  for  War- 
ner Bros.  Theatres  upstate,  is  assisting  Glazer 
in  distribution  of  the  picture.  The  Schine  cir- 
cuit in  Gloversville  will  be  contacted  through 
a Wac  officer  in  Amsterdam.  A 16mm  version 
of  “Salute  to  the  Lads”  is  available  for  non- 
theatre  dates. 


"Canteen"  Cracks  Record 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — “Hollywood  Canteen” 
broke  an  18-year  record  in  its  first  week  at 
the  Paramount.  The  picture  played  day-and- 
date  at  the  Oriental.  After  15  days,  at  the 
Paramount  and  16  at  the  Oriental  it  was 
moved  to  the  Music  Box  for  a run. 


EXHIBITORS  'AT  OPENING— Metropolitan  theatre  men  turned  out  in  force 
for  the  opening  of  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall. 
Shown  here  are,  top:  John  Benes,  Skouras  Theatres;  Eugene  Picker,  Loew’s,  Inc.; 
Max  Cohen,  Cinema  circuit;  Sam  Rinzler,  Century  circuit.  Bottom:  Joe  Ingber, 
Brandt  circuit;  Saul  Trauner,  Columbia  branch  manager;  Lew  Fishier,  Cinema 
circuit. 
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Film  Slock  Trading 
Is  Reported  Brisk 

PHILADELPHIA — The  latest  report  by  the 
SEC  covering  the  period  from  December  11 
to  January  10  showed  brisk  activity  in  film 
stocks  with  Universal  Pictures  taking  the 
limelight. 

The  heaviest  sale  during  this  period  came 
through  the  liquidation  of  the  Standard 
Capital  Co.  which  resulted  in  the  transfer  of 
26,500  shares  of  Universal  common  stock. 

Of  this  amount  Paul  C.  Brown,  Boca  Raton, 
Fla.,  acquired  3,422  shares  to  bring  his  total 
holdings  to  20,022.  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Uni- 
versal City,  Calif.,  acquired  6,787  shares  as 
an  indirect  owner  through  the  liquidation; 
Whitehall  Securities  Co.  bought  1,413  shares 
and  Preston  Davie,  Westbury,  N.  Y.,  pur- 
chased 989  shares  as  an  indirect  owner 
through  Standard  Capital  Co. 

Scully  Cuts  Holdings 

Other  activity  in  Universal  saw  William  A. 
Scully,  New  York,  dispose  of  800  shares  bring- 
ing his  holdings  down  to  100,  and  Charles 
Prutzman,  New  York,  reports  he  holds  7,000 
shares. 

The  liquidation  of  Standard  Capital  Co. 
also  resulted  in  the  disposal  of  111,283  shares 
of  Universal  Pictures  common  warrants. 

Of  this  amount  J.  Cheever  Cowdin  picked 
up  62,316  additional  warrants  as  an  indirect 
owner,  and  Preston  Davie  acquired  2,720 
warrants.  Others  acquiring  Universal  war- 
rants were: 

Paul  G.  Brown,  8,672;  the  Cheever  corpora- 
tion, 1,084;  Whitehall  Securities,  3,578; 
Charles  D.  Prutzman,  3,000;  William  A.  Scul- 
ly, 3,000,  and  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  3,000. 

Harry  Cohn,  Hollywood,  disposed  of  512 
shares  of  Columbia  Pictures  common  bring- 
ing his  total  holdings  to  95,822. 

Two  transactions  were  reported  in  Para- 
mount Pictures  common  stock  as  Stanton 
Griffis,  New  York,  sold  650  shares,  and 
Maurice  Newton,  New  York,  sold  100. 

Warner  Sells  Block  of  1,950 

Albert  Warner,  vice-president  of  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  brought  his  total  holdings 
down  to  219,000  shares  of  common  stock  by 
selling  1,950  shares  of  that  company’s  stock. 

Movements  in  Monogram  Pictures  common 
stock  saw  Monogram  Southern  Exchanges, 
Inc.,  report  the  sale  of  3,000  shares  making 
their  net  holdings,  18,539;  W.  Ray  Johnston, 
Hollywood,  acquiring  700  shares,  and  Mono- 
gram Pictures,  Inc.,  selling  600. 

Loew’s,  Inc.,  New  York  continued  to  buy 
up  stock  in  Loew’s  Boston,  acquiring  three 
shares  to  bring  its  holdings  to  121,235. 

Minneapolis  the  Leader 
In  Med  Depinet  Drive 

NEW  YORK — RKO’s  Minneapolis  branch 
won  the  first  week’s  round  of  the  1945  Ned 
Depinet  drive  which  started  January  19  and 
will  continue  through  May  10.  C.  J.  Dressell 
is  manager.  Close  behind  were: 

M.  E.  Cohen,  Detroit;  E.  A.  Lamb,  Seattle; 
A.  Kolitz,  Cleveland;  M.  E.  Cory,  Portland, 
and  S.  W.  Fitch,  Sioux  Falls.  The  sextet  fin- 
ished in  the  “over-quota”  group  for  billings. 

In  Canada,  the  two  leaders  were  H.  F.  Tay- 
lor, Montreal,  and  H.  H.  McArthur,  St.  John’s. 
Taylor  and  McArthur  also  finished  in  the 
“over-quota”  group,  making  eight  in  all  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  the  drive. 


UA-Shea  Close  Deal 

NEW  YORK  — Charles  Goetz  of  UA  has 
closed  a deal  with  the  Shea  Theatre  circuit 
for  the  entire  series  of  Daffy  Dittys,  the 
UA  short  subject  cartoons  in  Technicolor  pro- 
duced by  Morey  and  Sutherland  Productions, 
Inc. 


RECEIVES  SCROLL— Samuel  Rinzler 
receives  the  Cinema  Lodge  Honor  Scroll 
at  a meeting  in  Hotel  Edison.  Harry 
Brandt  and  Jack  Levin  (center,  rear) 
made  the  presentation.  Albert  A.  Senft, 
Cinema  president,  is  standing  behind 
Rinzler. 


More  Leo  Exploiteers 
And  Managers  in  M.  Y. 

NEW  YORK— Four  more  M-G-M  field  ex- 
ploiteers and  three  office  managers  arrived 
early  in  the  week  for  home  office  visits. 

The  exploitation  men  are  Charles  Baron, 
Pittsburgh  territory;  Dewey  Bloom,  Toronto, 
who  covers  all  of  Canada;  Charles  Dietz,  De- 
troit, and  William  Green,  assistant  to  Wil- 
liam Bishop,  Chicago.  The  office  managers 
were  J.  Zimmerman  of  St.  Louis,  A.  W.  Cross 
of  Minneapolis  and  Ben  Wolf  of  Boston. 

Those  who  left  over  the  weekend  were; 
Ted  Galanter  of  Portland  and  Seattle;  How- 
ard Herty  of  Los  Angeles,  and  William  New- 
berry of  San  Francisco,  exploiteers,  and 
Blanche  Carr,  Charlotte;  Mrs.  E.  Mitchell, 
Memphis;  Mrs.  Amy  Sinclair,  Kansas  City, 
and  Mrs.  Adeline  Kerr. 

Charles  E.  Kessnich,  Atlanta,  and  Rudy 
Berger,  Washington,  D.  C..  district  managers, 
also  left  over  the  weekend. 


Production  Reins  on  "Green  Years" 

Leon  Gordon  has  been  assigned  production 
reins  on  Metro’s  “The  Green  Years.” 


Silverstone  Declares 
British  Encouraged 

NEW  YORK — Arthur  Silverstone,  20th-Fox 
home  office  representative,  has  returned  here 
from  a year’s  stay  in  Great  Britain,  where  he 
found  theatre  business  flourishing,  and  re- 
ported that  the  company  enjoyed  in  1944  a 40 
per  cent  increase  in  revenue  as  compared 
with  two  years  before.  He  attributed  the  in- 
crease not  only  to  a general  boost  in  theatre 
business  but  to  better  product. 

He  expressed  no  concern  about  the  post- 
war market  -in  England  for  U.S.  films,  adding 
that  if  the  present  standard  of  product  is 
maintained  business  should  be  satisfactory, 
particularly  for  the  better  pictures.  Silver- 
stone reported  that  about  5,000  theatres  are 
operating  now.  This  is  approximately  200 
fewer  than  before  the  war.  These  200  thea- 
tres were  badly  damaged  in  the  various  blitzes 
and  will  not  reopen  until  after  the  war. 

British  theatres  are  limited  to  virtually  one 
newspaper  advertisement  weekly  and  this 
measures  approximately  one  column  by  three 
inches  in  depth.  Neighborhood  theatres  are 
not  permitted  to  advertise  in  any  manner  and 
handbills  are  barred  to  all. 

He  reported  no  change  in  the  length  of 
engagements,  the  bigger  films  remaining  as 
long  as  six  weeks. 

By  spreading  the  first  runs  over  a period 
of  three  weeks  instead  of  the  former  two 
weeks,  distributors  are  able  to  save  about  30 
prints  in  bookings  of  150  theatres  in  the  Lon- 
don area. 

Silverstone  reported  on  completed  plans  for 
the  production  in  England  of  “Wanted  for 
Murder,”  to  be  produced  by  Marcel  Heilman 
and  distributed  throughout  the  world  by  20th- 
Fox.  Heilman  is  the  producer  of  “Janie”  and 
“Amateur  Gentleman,”  released  in  the  U.S. 
within  the  past  few  years. 

Production  is  expected  to  start  in  April  and 
one  of  J.  Arthur  Rank’s  studios  will  be  used. 
“Wanted  for  Murder”  is  based  on  a play  that 
had  an  extended  engagement  at  the  Lyceum 
Theatre,  London.  It  will  be  a joint  venture 
between  20th-Fox  and  Heilman,  with  the  for- 
mer associated  in  the  financing. 


Loew's  Bond  Sales  High 

NEW  YORK — The  grand  total  of  war 
bond  sales  by  Loew’s  Theatres  from  June  1, 
1942  to  Dec.  31,  1944,  amounted  to  $194,207,- 
628.  Included  in  the  total  are  sales  by  the 
theatres  plus  the  purchases  of  Loew’s  em- 
ployes, which  came  to  $136,386,128.14,  and  the 
purchases  of  the  corporation,  amounting  to 
$57,821,500. 


At  92  He's  Still  Going  Strong 


NEW  HAVEN — At  92  years  of  age,  George 
Worcester,  general  utilities  man  at  the  20th- 
Fox  exchange  here,  is  the  oldest  active  em- 
ploye of  any  U.S.  film  company.  He  is  a scion 
of  the  Rev.  William  Worcester,  after  whom 
the  city  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  was  named. 

Several  years  ago  when  Branch  Manager 
Ben  Simon  inserted  an  ad  in  a local  news- 
paper, Worcester  was  one  of  several  appli- 
cants to  respond.  Simon  was  somewhat  dubi- 
ous of  his  ability  to  handle  the  job  even  after 
discounting  the  fact  that  Worcester  appeared 
to  be  30  years  younger  than  his  90  years. 
Worcester  soon  dispelled  these  doubts  with  a 
thumping  good  sales  talk  which  clinched  the 
job. 

Here  are  some  of  his  accomplishments: 

He  hasn’t  missed  a day’s  work  since  he 
started  two  years  ago. 

He  served  in  Connecticut’s  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

He  was  a member  of  the  U.S.  cavalry  in  the 


west  at  the  time  of  Custer’s  Last  Stand. 

He  shook  hands  with  Lincoln  when  he  was 
a child. 

He  likes  to  dance  with  the  girls;  rarely 
misses  a social  function. 

He  can  fix  practically  anything. 

He  still  likes  to  go  bowling  with  the  “boys.” 

He  never  drinks  anything  stronger  than 
soda  pop. 

His  smoking  is  confined  to  a pipe. 

Another  famous  ancestor  of  this  grand  old 
man  was  David  Worcester,  a general  on 
George  Washington’s  staff  during  the  Ameri- 
can revolution. 

After  serving  in  the  U.S.  cavalry  in  the  wild 
and  wooly  west,  Worcester  engaged  in  private 
business,  in  politics  and  in  the  government 
service  until  he  joined  20th-Fox  here  two 
years  ago. 

A widower,  he  remarried  at  72  and  became 
the  father  of  a daughter  at  73.  This  daughter, 
Alvena  now  19,  is  employed  by  Western 
Union  at  New  Haven. 
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Film  Controls  in  France 
Vested  in  New  Group 


NEW  YORK — The  present  operation  of  the 
motion  picture  industry  in  France,  embrac- 
ing production,  distribution  and  exhibition, 
is  described  in  an  information  bulletin  is- 
sued by  the  French  Ministry  of  Information 
and  in  articles  printed  in  Paris  Cinema,  a 
film  tradepaper. 

The  bulletin  states  that  a new  organiza- 
tion has  come  into  being  called  the  Direc- 
tion Generate  de  la  Cinematographie 
Francaise.  This  organization  has  the  rights 
and  powers  to  decide  all  questions  concern- 
ing motion  pictures  and  is  the  only  body 
qualified  to  pass  on  any  new  enterprise.  Pro- 
ducers intending  to  make  a new  film  must 
obtain  a license  from  this  group. 

The  entire  French  motion  picture  indus- 
try is  included  as  a branch  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  French  Ministry  of  Information 
by  decree  of  October,  1944.  Producers  who 
obtain  the  special  license  necessary  to  start 
work  on  a film  must  submit  for  approval  a 
script,  a list  of  names  of  the  cast  and  the 
technical  staff,  the  budget  required  for  the 
production  and  the  proposed  manner  of  fi- 
nancing the  picture. 

All  Must  Carry  Cards 

Films  in  production  when  the  Germans  oc- 
cupied France  and  interrupted  by  the  libera- 
tion are  now  under  careful  scrutiny  by  spe- 
cial investigation  commissions,  who  deter- 
mine what  priorities  shall  be  granted  for  the 
resumption  of  those  productions.  At  present, 
critical  shortages  of  raw  stock,  electricity 
and  equipment  preclude  the  beginning  of  any 
productions  by  newcomers. 

In  order  to  work,  everyone  in  the  film  in- 
dustry must  carry  a professional  identifica- 
tion card  issued  by  the  committee  of  profes- 
sional organization,  a branch  of  the  direc- 
tion generale  de  la  cinematographie  fran- 
caise. This  committee  is  the  only  organiza- 
tion authorized  to  issue  such  identification 
cards. 

Several  syndicates  have  been  created  which 
correspond  roughly  to  the  screen  guilds  in 
the  U.S.  The  producers  syndicate  is  called 
the  “syndicat  francais  des  producteurs  de 
films,”  and  handles  all  professional  ques- 
tions for  those  who  have  an  interest  in  the 
production  or  exploitation  of  pictures.  Tech- 
nicians have  a “syndicat  des  technicians  de 
la  production  cinematographique.”  This 
group  existed  prior  to  the  war,  but  its  activi- 
ties were  curtailed  during  the  occupation  by 
the  Nazis.  Active  once  again,  it  faces  the 
problem  of  granting  professional  cards  to  the 
proper  persons,  and  of  establishing  a collec- 
tive contract  with  the  producers.  Newly 
formed  syndicates  include  the  screen  writers 
and  the  distributors.  Matters  concerned  with 
the  import  and  export  of  films  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  exportation-importation 
department. 

Many  Films  Are  Barred 

Certain  pictures  are  barred  from  release  in 
France.  They  include  those  of  enemy  origin; 
Nazi,  Vichy  and  fascist  propaganda  films, 
and  pictures  released  through  several  firms, 
among  them  Tobis  Films,  Alliance  Cinema- 
tographique Europeene  and  Continental,  the 
Nazi  producing  organization  in  France. 

Among  the  first  pictures  shown  to  the 
French  public  since  the  liberation  of  the 
country  are  “Desert  Victory,”  “It  Started 
With  Eve,”  “One  Day  of  War  in  the  USSR,” 
“In  Which  We  Serve,”  “Tales  of  Manhat- 
tan,” “Salute  to  France”  and  “The  Young 
Tom  Edison.” 


The  tradepaper  asks  the  question,  “Must 
theatres  include  a restriction  that  the  total 
footage  must  not  exceed  11,500  feet.  Included 
in  this  total  must  be  newsreels  of  “France 
Libre  Actualities,”  one  or  two  short  subjects, 
not  exceeding  3,500  feet,  and  a feature  film. 

The  tradepaper  asks  the  question,  “Must 
the  French  government  take  over  the  motion 
picture  industry?”  It  answers  its  own  query 
by  stating,  “It  is  hard  to  answer  but  let  us 
say  that  art  is  above  all  a question  of  in- 
dividualism and  freedom.  The  support  of 
the  government  can  be  useful  provided  that 
it  does  not  interfere  with  creative  self- 
expression.” 

The  French  Ministry  of  Information  de- 
clares, “For  a new  and  strong  France,  we 
will,  all  of  us  together,  make  a strong  film 
industry.  We  can  place  our  hope  in  the 
French  motion  picture  industry  as  we  have 
put  our  faith  in  all  of  France.” 

RKO  Metropolitan  Houses 
Using  Two-Reel  Comedy 

NEW  YORK — For  the  first  time  in  recent 
years,  the  RKO  metropolitan  houses  will  play 
a two-reel  comedy,  “He  Forgot  to  Remember,” 
with  Leon  Errol.  It  will  be  played  on  the  same 
bill  with  Warners’  “To  Have  and  Have  Not.” 
The  show  opens  in  the  RKO  New  York  houses 
on  February  15  and  a week  later  in  the 
Brooklyn  theatres. 

Walt  Disney’s  “The  First  Aiders,”  featuring 
Donald  Duck,  has  been  booked  for  the  re- 
opening of  the  Astor  Theatre  February  9 
when  RKO-Goldwyn’s  “The  Princess  and  the 
Pirate”  will  be  the  featured  attraction.  On 
that  date,  the  City  Investing  Co.,  Maurice 
Maurer,  managing  director,  assumes  man- 
agement of  the  Broadway  showcase. 


British  May  Up  Quota 

NEW  YORK — An  increase  of  approximate- 
ly 15  per  cent  in  the  British  quota  law  ap- 
plicable to  U.S.  film  imports  entering  that 
country  is  being  discussed  unofficially  by 
British  officials,  according  to  reports  reach- 
ing film  distributors  here. 


Welles  Cancels  Lecture 

WASHINGTON  — Orson  Welles  has  can- 
celed his  scheduled  lecture  at  Constitution 
Hall  here  because  of  the  death  of  his  mother- 
in-law,  Mrs.  Edouard  Cansino,  mother  of 
Rita  Hayworth.  Welles  was  slated  to  speak 
on  “Fascism  and  War.” 


Soviet  Will  Supervise 
Hungary's  Film  Shows 

New  York — As  it  happened  in  the 
armistice  terms  concluded  by  the  Allies 
with  Romania  and  Bulgaria,  the  exhibi- 
tion of  films  in  Hungary,  latest  of  the 
satellite  countries  of  Nazi  Germany  to 
seek  armistice  terms,  will  be  under  the 
supervision  of  Soviet  Russia. 

That  part  of  the  armistice  terms  re- 
lating to  films  in  the  Hungarian  agree- 
ment is  as  follows:  “The  publication,  in- 
troduction and  distribution  in  Hungary 
of  periodical  and  nonperiodical  literature, 
the  presentation  of  theatre  performances 
or  films,  the  operation  of  wireless  sta- 
tions, post,  telegraph  and  telephone  serv- 
ices will  take  place  in  agreement  with 
the  Allied  (Soviet)  high  command.” 


Benny  Says  GI's  Want 
Comics  and  Not  Cuties 

PHILADELPHIA — Jack  Benny,  appearing 
here  for  a March  of  Dimes  program  at  the 
Academy  of  Music,  January  23,  gave  a new 
slant  on  big  name  screen  actors  who  fail  to 
play  the  “foxhole  circuit.” 

Many  actors,  he  said,  would  like  to  appear 
before  the  troops  at  overseas  battle  stations, 
but  won’t  do  so  because  they  feel  they  are 
unable  to  do  anything  that  would  be  enter- 
taining. 

Emphasizing  what  he  termed  “the  unfair- 
ness of  such  criticism,”  Benny  said: 

“Actresses  like  Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Bette 
Davis  have  told  me  that  they  are  very  anxious 
to  make  the  overseas  trek,  but  they  feel  that 
the  GI  wants  more  than  a gal  to  come  out 
any  say  ‘I’m  very  glad  to  be  here.’ 

“It  takes  a guy  like  Bob  Hope,  Jolson  and 
the  others  who  have  experience  in  putting 
on  a show  to  do  a real  job  of  entertaining,” 
he  continued. 

Many  of  these  top  stars,  he  said,  would 
make  the  trip  if  they  could  be  part  of  a 
troupe  headed  by  men  like  Hope. 

“Soldiers  fresh  from  the  fighting  front 
want  more  than  a name  when  they  are  starv- 
ing for  a laugh,”  Benny  continued. 

He  revealed  that  he  expects  to  make  an- 
other tour  for  the  USO  next  summer,  adding 
that  the  so-called  hardships  of  such  trips  are 
not  half  as  tough  as  his  regular  schedule. 

Benny’s  radio  troupe,  augmented  by  Ann 
Sheridan,  Joan  Edwards,  Ralph  Edwards  and 
his  Truth  and  Consequences  show,  Isaac 
Stern,  concert  violinst,  and  Arthur  Lee  Sim- 
kins,  grossed  $17,700  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
for  their  stint. 

Tickets  were  scaled  at  $2  to  $10.  And  the 
3,000  seats  at  the  Academy  were  sold  out. 

National  Board  Chooses 
"A  Tree  in  Brooklyn" 

NEW  YORK — The  National  Board  of  Re- 
view for  the  week  ending  January  27,  gave 
starred  feature  rating  to  “A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn”  and  selected  rating  to  “Here  Come 
the  Co-Eds.”  Selected  short  subjects  were 
the  “Black  Arrow,”  a serial:  “Community 
Sing  No.  5,”  “The  Unknown  Battle,”  a MOT 
release'  “Mouse  Trouble,”  “Nostradamus 
IV,”  “Safety  Sleuth”  and  “The  Volunteer.” 


Issue  New  Planning  Book 

NEW  YORK — To  keep  architects,  engi- 
neers, contractors  and  theatre  owners  up  to 
date  on  operating  efficiency  of  projection, 
lighting  and  sound  equipment,  National  The- 
atre Supply  has  issued  a new  edition  of  its 
projection  room  planning  book.  It  has  been 
prepared  by  A.  E.  Meyer,  manager  of  the 
company’s  projection  equipment  division,  and 
is  intended  as  a service  for  those  making 
postwar  plans.  It  will  be  available  in  all 
National  Theatre  Supply  branches. 


Writers  See  MOT's  "Italy" 

NEW  YORK — Richard  de  Rochemont  was 
host  to  more  than  35  members  of  the  Writ- 
ers’ War  Board  at  a screening  of  MOT’s 
“Report  on  Italy.”  After  the  screening,  Rob- 
ert Landry  of  the  writers’  organization  en- 
dorsed the  film.  Among  those  present  were 
F.  P.  Adams,  New  York  Sun;  John  McManus, 
PM;  Alton  Cook,  World  Telegram;  Cecil 
Brown,  WOR  commentator;  Lisa  Sergio, 
WQRX  commentator,  and  Mrs.  Robert  St. 
John. 


To  Star  in  "The  Damask  Cheek" 

Katharine  Hepburn  is  set  to  star  in  Metro’s 
“The  Damask  Cheek,”  John  Van  Druten’s 
Broadway  play  currently  being  adapted  for 
the  screen. 


42-B 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  3,  1945 


THE  EASTERN  AREA'S  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


There  may  be  some- 
body in  Wytheville, 
Va.,  whom  Herbert  M. 
Moody  does  not  know. 
If  so,  he  or  she  ar- 
rived recently,  or  is 
too  young  to  get  to  a 
theatre.  Moody  began 
as  doorman  in  1918  at 
Asheville,  N.  C.,  and 
soon  (decided  there 
was  no  future  in  it. 
Later  he  moved  to 
Wytheville,  where  he 
has  the  Millwald  and  Wythe.  Even  so, 
Moody  farms  some  and  is  a Virginia  MPTO 
member.  One  son,  John,  is  in  the  air  force 
and  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Herbert  M.  jr.,  David  Lee,  Mary  Grace 
and  Barbara,  are  in  school. 


Right  early  in  ’12,  R. 
G.  Flanary  finished  re- 
modeling an  old  stable 
at  Richlands,  Taze- 
well County,  Va.,  and 
called  it  the  Star.  He 
served  18  months  in 
World  War  I,  but  the 
Star  is  still  running. 
The  Guys  Theatre 
also  is  his.  Flanary 
tells  he  runs  the  best 
programs  in  southwest 
Virginia.  He  served  12 
years  as  county  treasurer  and  has  been 
American  Legion  treasurer  21  years;  presi- 
dent of  the  Rotary  Club  for  one;  member 
of  the  Moose  and  Red  Men,  and  an  honorary 
member  of  Boys  Town.  So  he  keeps  very 
busy  outside  his  theatre  activities. 


Those  five  and  ten- 
cent  admissions  of  the 
1915  days  were  all 
right  with  H.  W.  Rob- 
ertson of  Covington, 
Va.  It  was  nearly  all 
profit,  with  no  in- 
come taxes  or  other 
complications.  Now  he 
operates  the  Strand, 
Visulite  and  Collins. 
He  has  served  as  a 
councilman  for  23 
years,  and  has  been 
mayor  six  times,  without  ever  having  been 
defeated  at  an  election — proof,  if  any  is 
needed,  of  his  popularity.  Robertson  has 
three  children,  Harry  jr.,  in  the  clothing  busi- 
ness in  Covington;  Mrs.  R.  K.  Fleshman,  Vis- 
ulite manager,  and  Mildred,  registered  nurse. 


When  Pierce  & Sheck 
decided  back  in  1914 
they  didn’t  want  the 
Ideal,  Baltimore, 

Julius  Goodman  con- 
cluded he  did.  He 
thought  the  film  in- 
dustry was  going 
places  and  he  hasn’t 
changed  h i s mind, 
though  he  has  never 
developed  an  ambition 
for  circuit  expansion. 

He  finds  time  for  golf 
and  gin  rummy  and  is  a member  of  the 
Maryland  MPTO,  Masons,  Scottish  Rite,  Va- 
riety Tent  No.  19,  Mercantile  Club  and 
Hampden  Business  Men’s  Club.  Two  sons, 
Lieut.  William  and  Sgt.  Sol,  are  in  the  army, 
and  a third,  Fred,  is  in  school. 


B.  N.  Somma  has  been 
in  this  lively  business 
32  years,  long  enough 
to  have  a philosophy. 

It  is:  “The  old  days 
were  (best.  You  made 
a few  dollars  and  had 
fun.  But  nowadays — 
all  work  and  no  fun.” 

Somma  has  earned 
the  right  to  indulge  in 
philosophy.  Starting  in 
1912  with  a , hand- 
cranked  machine,  he 
has  not  drawn  himself  from  the  business 
since.  Established  at  the  Henrico,  Highland 
Springs,  Va.,  Ben’s  desire  to  build  extends  to 
scale  model  railroads  which  could  be  used 
for  Hollywood  sets.  This  is  one  pioneer  who 
believes  in  the  industry. 


Joseph  Sternberg  be- 
gan his  showman’s  ca- 
reer two  decades  ago 
when  he  opened  the 
Avon,  Boonville,  N.  Y. 

In  1937  he  built  the 
Franjo  in  the  same 
town,  and  still  runs  it. 

The  house  derives  its 
name  from  a combina- 
tion of  the  first  sylla- 
ble of  his  given  name 
and  that  of  his  wife, 

Frances.  Always  civic 
minded,  Sternberg  was  mayor  of  Boonville 
from  1935  to  1937,  and  is  an  Oneida  County 
Republican  committeeman.  A Kiwanian  and 
Shriner,  his  hobbies  are  hunting  and  fishing. 
Vitally  interested  in  all  exhibitor  problems, 
Sternberg  regularly  attends  MPTOA  sessions. 


Thomas  W.  Wisner  has 

been  in  the  business 
practically  all  his  life 
and  values  the  con- 
tacts he  has  made. 
For  the  last  28  years 
he  has  been  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Oakland 
in  Warwick,  N.  Y.  He 
is  trustee  of  the  Al- 
bert Wisner  Memorial 
Library,  Warwick.  He 
is  a Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  Kappa 
Alpha  society  of  Williams  College.  “Tom,”  as 
he  is  known  to  his  friends,  is  a great  music 
enthusiast  and  can  listen  to  symphony  or- 
chestras by  the  hour.  He  belongs  to  no  ex- 
hibitor organizations  at  this  time,  although 
he  has  been  in  the  picture  field  for  years. 


William  H.  Didsbury 

had  his  first  contact 
with  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  1906. 
He  currently  operates 
a 600-seater,  the  Dids- 
bury, located  in  Wal- 
den, N.  Y.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  civic  affairs, 
but  holds  no  public  of- 
fice at  present.  Dids- 
bury is  a member  of 
the  Masons,  Wallkill 
Lodge  No.  627.  He 
does  not  belong  to  any  exhibitor  organiza- 
tions. Fond  of  all  outdoor  sports,  he  fishes, 
plays  football,  tennis  and  baseball.  His  son, 
William,  is  a lieutenant  commander  in  the 
navy,  and  his  daughter,  Janice,  is  on  the 
staff  of  the  Katherine  Gibbs  School. 


Directly  after  the  first 
world  war,  Morris 
Ginsberg  became  a 
showman.  Today  he  is 
the  proprietor  of  the 
Beacon,  Beacon,  N.  Y.; 
the  Rialto,  Patterson, 
N.  J.,  and  the  Decatur, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Gins- 
berg is  interested  in 
public  affairs,  but  the 
constant  commuting 
among  his  three  wide- 
ly separated  theatres 
will  not  permit  him  to  hold  public  office.  He 
is  fond  of  all  outdoor  sports,  is  a member  of 
Motion  Picture  Associates,  American  Legion, 
Elks  Lodge  No.  1493,  and  the  Beacon  Hebrew 
Alliance.  In  addition  he  enjoys  cultivating 
friendships.  Both  his  sons  are  in  the  navy. 


Nearly  27  years  ago 
the  town  of  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  first  became 
aware  of  a man  who 
was  to  represent  the 
amusement  world  for 
them  for  the  next 
quarter  - century.  To- 
day Barney’s  and  the 
Idle  Hour  theatres 
show  how  much  Moe 
Barney  has  learned 
about  pleasing  the 
public.  His  success  is 
better  understood  when  he  says,  “I  have 
always  wanted  to  see  things  grow.”  Barney 
began  his  showmanship  career  as  an  opera- 
tor and  manager  in  Hopewell,  Va.  A year 
later  he  took  over  the  management  of  the 
Newport-News  Theatre,  Petersburg. 


With  characteristic 
modesty,  Mrs.  Jessie  C. 

Carper  says,  “I  just 
got  into  show  business 
in  1917.”  Today  she  is 
very  much  in  the  in- 
dustry, owning  the 
Roxy,  National  and 
Starling  in  Martins- 
ville, Va.  Mrs.  Carper 
is  extremely  active  in 
civic  affairs.  She  is 
local  chairman  of  the 
WAC,  past  president 
of  the  Altrusa  Club,  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  and  financial  chairman  of  the 
same  organization  and  a member  of  the 
MPTO  of  Virginia  and  the  board  of  the  Red 
Cross  nursing  committee.  Her  daughter, 
Jane,  is  a high  school  student. 


Myron  J.  Kallet  was 

in  show  business  long 
before  pictures  at- 
tained their  popular- 
ity, having  begun  his 
career  with  Keith  & 

Shubert’s  vaudeville  in 
Syracuse.  Later  he 
started  in  motion  pic- 
ture business  as  water 
boy  at  the  Grand 
Opera  House,  Syra- 
cuse, and  subsequently 
becoming  its  manager. 

Next,  he  went  into  business  for  himself  at 
the  Onondaga  Valley  Park  Theatre,  Syra- 
cuse, operating  a nickelodeon.  He  is  the  pres- 
ident of  Kallet  Theatres,  Inc.,  a circuit  of 
houses  in  New  York  state,  and  he  maintains 
his  headquarters  in  Oneida. 
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WASHINGTON 


LEO’S  NEW  YORK  VISITORS — C.  K.  Stern,  Loew’s  assistant  treasurer  (tup 
photo),  chats  with  three  exploiteers  visiting  the  home  office — Howard  Herty,  Los 
Angeles;  Bill  Newberry,  San  Francisco,  and  Ted  Galanter,  Seattle.  Below — Lydia 
Bauer  (third  from  left),  explains  to  office  managers  how  records  should  be  kept. 
Left-right:  Amy  Sinclair,  Kansas  City;  Blanche  Carr,  Charlotte;  Elizabeth  Mitchell, 
Memphis,  and  Adeline  Kerr,  Chicago. 


Many  From  Filmrow  Go 
To  Ad  Club  Luncheon 

WASHINGTON  — Filmrow  was  well  repre- 
sented at  the  Advertising  Club  luncheon  Tues- 
day at  which  Charles  Francis  Coe  was  prin- 
cipal speaker.  Among  those  present: 


C.  E.  Peppiatt 

Vic  Wallace 

Rudolph  Berger 

Henry  Ajello 

Frank  Boucher 

Joe  Kronman 

Elmer  McKinley 

Phil  Bobys 

John  Allen 

Eddie  Phillips 

A.  E.  Lichtman 

Jack  Bryson 

Clark  Davis 

Harry  Bachman 

Carter  Barron 

Fred  Rippingale 

Fred  Kogod 

Ed  Burns 

Frank  LaFalce 

Charles  Hurley 

Ray  Bell 

Nathan  Golden 

Julian  Brylawski 

Charles  Stofberg 

Bill  Henderson 

A1  Sherman 

Joe  Brecheen 

Charley  Grimes 

Sara  S.  Young 

Joe  Young 

Fred  Beiersdorf 

Oscar  Blumenthal 

Eddie  Kushner 

Ben  Caplon 

Authors  Lose  Paramount  Suit 

NEW  YORK — Cornelia  Otis  Skinner  and 
Emily  Kimbrough  have  lost  a court  action 
intended  to  prevent  Paramount  from  using 
their  names  on  a sequel  to  “Our  Hearts  Were 
Young  and  Gay.”  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Louis  A.  Valente  refused  to  grant  a temporary 
injunction.  The  authors  claimed  their  sale 
of  “Our  Hearts”  did  not  entitle  the  company 
to  use  their  names  on  subsequent  films. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARM 

JOE  HORNSTEIN,  Inc. 

630  Ninth  Ave.,  New  York  City 

or  your  Supply  Dealer 


Herman  Ripps  Named 
On  Boys'  Club  Board 

ALBANY — Herman  L.  Ripps,  Metro  mana- 
ger and  new'  chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club, 
has  been  elected  to  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Albany  Boys  Club.  The  Variety  Club 
sponsors  the  Boys  Club,  a summer  camp  at 
Thompson’s  Lake  in  the  Helderberg  moun- 
tains. 

The  Variety  tent  recently  held  a Denial 
Day  drive,  in  cooperation  with  the  Times- 
Union,  to  raise  $10,000  for  expansion  of  its 
program  at  the  camp  next  summer.  Latest 
figures  place  the  amount  raised  around 
$7,000. 

Elected  a new  director  with  Ripps  was  Ger- 
ald H.  Salisbury,  managing  editor  of  the 
Knickerbocker  News.  C.  J.  Latta,  retiring 
chief  barker  and  Warner  Theatres  upstate 
zone  manager,  was  retained  as  a director. 

City  Court  Judge  Sol  Rubinstein,  a Variety 
barker,  is  president  of  the  Boys  Club.  As  a 
youngster,  Judge  Rubinstein  was  an  active 
Boys  Club  member. 

RKOers  at  Albany  Striving 
To  Set  Depinet  Record 

ALBANY — The  RKO  staff  is  striving  to 
pile  up  an  impressive  record  in  the  Ned  Depi- 
net drive.  In  preparation  for  it.  Manager 
Max  Westebbe,  Head  Booker-Office  Manager 
Abe  Van  Deusen,  and  Salesmen  George 
Tucker  and  Herbert  Carlok  attended  a 
regional  meeting  at  Boston.  The  crews  from 
the  Buffalo  and  New  Haven  exchanges  also 
were  in  the  Boston  huddle,  with  the  Bean- 
town  bunch. 


pjerman  Wobber,  20th-Fox  executive,  and 
A.  W.  Smith  jr.,  eastern  division  man- 
ager, conducted  a meeting  with  the  local 
personnel  on  the  forthcoming  30th  anni- 
versary drive.  Branch  Manager  C.  E.  Pep- 
piatt  appointed  Salesman  Jerry  Murphy  as 
local  drive  leader  . . . Mrs.  Dorothy  Farin- 
holt,  Edgehill  Theatre,  Gloucester,  is  vaca- 
tioning in  Florida  . . . Ditto  Charlie  Free- 
man, Dumbarton  and  Lido  theatres. 

Walter  Cersley,  Uptown  manager,  is  back 
at  work  after  an  illness  . . . Charles  Mc- 
Gowan, Warner  Theatres  contact  manager, 
is  spending  a vacation  in  Florida  after  re- 
covering from  an  illness  . . . Linda  Darnell, 
20th-Fox  star,  created  quite  a furore  on 
Filmrow  when  she  visited  the  exchange.  She 
was  escorted  by  Bill  Michalson,  exploiteer. 

George  Ward,  Palace,  Cape  Charles,  Va.,  is 
reported  missing  in  action  on  the  western 
front  . . . Harry  Valentine,  general  manager 
of  the  Rome  circuit,  has  returned  to  his  of- 
fice after  an  illness  . . . Jim  Lanningham, 
Lee  Theatre,  Pennington  Gap,  Va.,  is  in 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  for  a checkup. 

Jack  Safer  has  been  promoted  to  manager 
of  the  Monogram  exchange  here.  He  for- 
merly was  Monogram  Virginia  salesman  . . . 
Lauritz  Garman,  Garman  circuit,  Baltimore, 
has  gone  to  Miami  with  his  daughter  . . . 
20th-Fox  Salesman  Glenn  Norris  came  in  for 
the  drive  meeting  . . . Sam  Cummings  has 
a new  Pix  Theatre  under  construction  on 
Granby  St.  in  Norfolk,  Va. 

Seaman  George  Townsend,  21,  a former 
aide  at  Schine’s  Arcade  in  Salisbury,  Md„ 
died  recently  of  wounds.  His  brother,  Sea- 
mon  Otis  Lee  Townsend,  survived  wounds 
suffered  in  an  attack  upon  a cruiser  in  the 
Pacific  . . . Roscoe  Drissell’s  successful  cam- 
paign for  the  1944  March  of  Dimes  at  Loew’s 
State  in  Norfolk  has  been  used  as  a model 
for  many  theatres  in  the  1945  drive,  it  was 
learned  last  week.  His  collections  in  1944 
totaled  $12,585.67. 

J.  C.  DeWaal,  home  office,  was  a caller 
at  RKO  . . . Lew  Carroll  went  to  Norfolk 
to  set  up  a campaign  for  “Woman  in  the 
Window”  . . . Phyllis  Nash  is  entertaining 
her  brother  who  has  just  returned  from 
overseas  . . . Eva  Catania  was  home  sick 
. . . The  Ned  Depinet  drive  reel  was  screened 
for  the  entire  personnel. 

At  Paramount,  W.  Erbb,  division  sales 
manager,  and  Earle  Sweigert,  district  man- 
ager, came  in  for  a series  of  sales  confer- 
ences, held  at  the  Carlton  Hotel  . . . Book- 
ing Auditor  McGovern  was  in  town  . . . The 
new  inspector  is  Pearl  Mauz  and  the  new 
shipper  is  J.  Young  . . . Lillian  Lee  and 
Mel  Nau  were  back  at  work  after  illnesses. 

Annie  May  Augustine  and  Aljine  Winthers 
are  the  new  inspectors  at  Universal  . . . Mark 
Silver’s  new  secretary  at  UA  is  Myrtle 
Michelson  . . . Pearl  Torney,  20th-Fox  in- 
spector, has  donated  blood  seven  times  . . . 
The  Ben  Lusts  write  from  Miami  where  Ben 
is  recuperating  from  his  recent  illness  . . . 
Colonel  Patterson,  Wayne,  Waynesboro,  Va., 
was  taken  ill  while  on  a visit  to  Chatham, 
Va.,  last  week  . . . Margaret  Walker,  Reed 
Theatre,  Reedville,  Va.,  is  recovering  from 
her  recent  illness. 

Sympathy  to  Julius  Goodman,  Ideal,  Balti- 
more, in  the  recent  death  of  his  mother  . . . 
Retiring  Chief  Barker  Rodney  Collier  of 
Baltimore  Variety  Club  was  presented  a 
wrist  watch  . . . Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Martin, 
. air  force,  former  assistant  manager  of  the 
Pitts,  Culpepper,  Va.,  received  a full-page 
writeup  on  the  cover  of  the  Washington  Sun- 
day Star. 
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Jack  Carroll,  former  Comerford  home  office 
employe,  is  missing  in  Europe  ...  In  a let- 
ter received  by  Manager  Frank  Kovaletz, 
Granada,  Olyphant,  Johnnie  Morris,  formerly 
of  that  house,  writes  that  he  is  now  in  a 
base  hospital  in  Wales  . . . James  Gallagher, 
ex-Granada,  was  commissioned  an  ensign  in 
the  navy  . . . William  Wheeler,  also  ex- 
Granada,  now  is  in  the  European  area  . . . 
Jimmy  Clancy  is  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Eddie  McGovern,  former  manager  of  the 
Westside,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Capitol. 
Bud  Irwin,  formerly  of  the  Strand,  replaced 
McGovern  at  the  Westside  . . . Paul  Gerrity, 
assistant  at  the  Strand,  entered  the  navy  and 
was  replaced  by  Gerald  Duffy  . . . Francis 
Flannery,  ex-assistant  manager  at  the  State, 
has  become  an  air  cadet  and  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  Danny  Mallay. 

Catherine  Foley,  formerly  of  the  Capitol, 
is  the  new  cashier  at  the  State,  taking  over 
for  Mary  Jordan,  who  resigned  to  accept  a 
teaching  position.  Mary  Heffron  succeeded 
Miss  Foley  at  the  Capitol  . . . Jean  O’Boyle 
is  the  new  candy  girl  at  the  Westside  . . . 
Capt.  John  O’Leary,  son  of  J.  J.  O’Leary, 
president  of  Comerford  Theatres,  is  a hos- 
pital patient  in  Italy  . . . Energetic  John 
Mahon,  Comerford  booker,  reopened  the  Fam- 
ily, Scranton,  for  two  days  a week. 

Gene  Minger  of  the  Hollywood,  Pottsville, 
is  in  the  naval  reserve  at  Westminster  Col- 
lege, Fulton,  Mo.  He  will  be  commissioned  an 
ensign  . . . Joe  Melan,  former  manager  of  the 
Columbia,  Bloomsburg,  has  been  advanced  to 
corporal  in  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  . . . James 
Reilly,  former  manager  of  the  Columbia, 
Bloomsburg,  finds  life  in  the  navy  “very 
agreeable.” 

The  Kingston,  Kingston,  has  been  reopened 
after  extensive  renovations  and  redecora- 
tions. Jim  Feeney  is  the  manager  . . . Harry 
Stevens,  manager  of  the  Hart  who  has  been 
seriously  ill,  returned  to  work  . . . Specialist 
Joseph  P.  Kearns,  stationed  at  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  and  Mrs.  Kearns  announce  the  birth  of 
a baby  daughter  at  Mercy  Hospital,  Scranton. 
She  is  the  former  Annette  O’Malia  and  he  was 
assistant  manager  at  the  Comerford  Theatre. 

Tom  McDonnell,  former  manager  of  the 
State  who  has  been  given  a medical  discharge 
from  the  army  after  a year’s  service,  has  been 
made  manager  of  the  Bell. 

Bill  Warner,  Comerford  screening  room 
projectionist,  became  the  father  of  a baby 
girl,  born  last  week  in  Mercy  Hospital  . . . 
The  Penn,  of  which  Fred  Lee  is  the  manager, 
has  been  redecorated  and  renovated  . . . 
Charles  Wilkinson,  ex-assistant  at  the  Com- 
erford, now  is  at  the  Hart  ...  A record  at- 
tendance of  bobby-sockers  recently  milled  at 
the  Penn,  where  Carol  Singer  featured  with 
Vincent  Lopez  band,  made  a personal  appear- 
ance. 

Joe  Kilcullen,  formerly  of  the  State,  was 
reported  missing  in  action  in  Germany  . . . 
Marian  Osburn  of  Comerford  booking  office 
learned  her  brother  was  killed  over  Germany 
December  20  . . . Pvt.  Willard  Matthews  of 
the  army  air  corps  and  former  manager  of 
the  Capitol,  Hazelton,  and  the  Strand,  Scran- 
ton, was  expected  home  on  furlough.  He  is 
stationed  at  Camp  Pratt,  Kas. 

In  a recent  picture  from  China,  printed  in 
the  Scranton  Times,  Sgt.  Bob  Gibbons,  for- 
merly of  the  Family  and  brother  of  Manager 
John  Gibbons  of  the  Capitol,  Carlisle,  was 
shown  with  Pat  O’Brien  when  the  latter  en- 
tertained members  of  the  14th  army  air  force 
of  which  Gibbons  is  a member. 


AT  MERGER  CONFERENCE — Harold  Baunstone,  vice-president  of  Pictorial 
Films,  Inc.;  Milton  Salzburg,  president;  J.  Stinson  Young,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  Pathe  Industries,  and  Karl  Herzog,  treasurer,  discuss  plans  for  merged  units. 


Washington  Filmfolk  Greatly  Aid 
President's  Birthday  Celebration 


WASHINGTON — The  President’s  birthday 
celebration  came  to  a close  on  Tuesday  night, 
with  thousands  of  Washingtonians  partici- 
pating. Beginning  on  Sunday  evening  with  a 
“command  performance”  of  “Dear  Ruth”  at 
the  National,  it  wound  up  with  dances  at  the 
Willard,  Shoreham,  Statler,  Washington, 
Wardman  Park  and  Mayflower  hotels. 

Visiting  stars  included  Linda  Darnell, 
Monty  Woolley,  Kay  Kyser,  Georgia  Carroll, 
Gale  Storm,  Charles  Bickford,  Alan  Ladd, 
Sue  Carol,  Danny  Kaye,  Susanna  Foster, 
Myrna  Loy,  Gene  Kelly,  Veronica  Lake,  Vic- 
tor Borge,  Ella  Logan,  Jane  Wyman,  Joe  E. 
Brown  and  George  Murphy  who  appeared  at 
midnight  shows  held  at  Loew’s  Capitol  and 
Warners’  Earle  Theatre  Monday  night  and 
at  various  hotels  Tuesday  evening.  Mrs. 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  was  hostess  to  the 
stars  at  a luncheon  at  the  White  House  on 
Tuesday  at  which  little  Margaret  O’Brien 
was  also  present. 

Talent,  booking  and  stage  management 
committee,  headed  by  Hardie  Meakin,  in- 
cluded the  following: 


John  Allen 

William  Henderson 

Shep  Allen 

Bill  Henry 

Harry  Anger 

Bill  Herson 

Francis  L.  Annen  jr. 

Bill  Hill 

Gunnar  Bach 

Florenz  Hinz 

Tom  Baldridge 

Russ  Hodges 

Kenneth  Banghart 

Bill  Hoyle 

Graham  Barbee 

Marshall  Jones 

Nelson  Bell 

Maurice  Kafka 

Ray  Bell 

Sam  Jack  Kaufman 

Rudolph  Berger 

Andrew  R.  Kelley 

Maj.  Harry  Bornstein 

Fred  Kenney 

Louis  Bohraus 

Claud  Land 

Frank  Boucher 

Fred  Langbein 

Joseph  Brecheen 

Julius  Lewis 

Barnee  Breeskin 

Harry  Lohmeyer 

Art  Brown 

Jack  Loew 

Harry  Brown 

Sidney  Lust 

J.  C.  Brown 

James  Lyons 

A.  J.  Brylawski 

C.  J.  Mack 

Jay  Carmody 

John  Marcon 

Max  Cohen 

Joel  Margolis 

Walter  Compton 

John  Maynard 

Harry  Coonin 

Arch  McDonald 

Henry  Coon 

Fred  McMillan 

Gordon  Cooper 

Cpl.  Robert  Mittman 

Dr.  Sylvan  Danzansky 

Kemp  Mohler 

Clark  Davis 

Albert  Miller 

Byron  Dement 

A.  Gardner  Moore 

Robert  Denton 

Thomas  J.  Morgan 

Allen  Dibble 

Anthony  Muto 

George  Dorsey 

Robert  Nye 

Vince  Dougherty 

J.  A.  Patterson  jr. 

Carleton  Dutfus 

R.  Wade  Pearson 

E.  Marvin  Ely 

C.  E.  Peppiatt 

Archie  Engel 

Edmund  Plohn 

William  C.  Ewing 

Angie  Ratto 

William  Fithian 

Robert  Reineck 

J.  E.  Fontaine 

Louis  Ribnitzki 

Gene  Ford 

James  Root 

Jack  Foxe 

Max  Rosenberg 

Sam  Galanty 

Charles  Ryan 

James  Gibbons 

Comdr.  Arthur  S'chmidt 

Charles  Grimes 

Charles  Schulman 

Paul  Schwartz 

A.  M.  Tolkins 

Alexander  Sherman 
Lawrence  Snoots 
Sol  Sorkin 
Jerry  Strong 
Frank  Swadley 
Fred  Thomas 


Ben  Treadwell 
Vincent  Walter 
Jackson  Weaver 
Sam  Wheeler 
Charles  Zurhost 


The  executive  committee  included  Carter  T. 


Barron,  John  G.  Bell,  Ray  Bell,  Lee  D.  Butler, 
Mrs.  Irene  B.  Caldwell,  Fred  Kogod,  A.  E. 
Lichtman,  John  Locher,  Hardie  Meakin,  L. 
Gardner  Moore,  Edgar  Morris,  George  H. 
O’Connor,  John  J.  Payette,  Edmund  Plohn, 
Stephen  T.  Porter,  E.  Barrett  Prettyman,  Bry- 
son Nash. 


Philadelphia  Showcases' 
Assessments  Slashed 

PHILADELPHIA  — Theatrical  property 
owners  received  a slice  in  their  assessments 
for  1945,  it  was  disclosed  here  yesterday  by 
the  board  of  revision  of  taxes. 

Among  those  who  will  consequently  pay 
less  taxes  are  three  theatres  operated  by  the 
Stanley- Warner  circuit:  The  Mastbaum,  cut 
from  $1,197,400  to  $1,175,500;  Fox,  lowered 
from  $1,369,000  to  $1,331,000,  and  the  Boyd, 
cut  from  $492,700  to  $487,700.  The  Academy 
of  Music  got  a heavy  cut  from  $851,700  to 
$711,200.  The  Erlanger  property  had  its  as- 
sessment cut  from  $499,800  to  $445,000. 

Philly  Art  Museum  Shows 
Four  Soviet  Pictures 

PHILADELPHIA  — Four  Russian  films 
were  shown  last  Sunday  at  the  art  museum’s 
weekly  program. 

They  were  Kino-Pravda  newsreels  using  the 
technique  developed  by  Dziga  Vertov;  “Kom- 
brig  Ivanov,”  a comedy  of  Soviet  army  life; 

‘ Rebellion,  Mutiny  in  Odessa,”  produced  in 
1906  and  "Potemkin,”  the  original  Fisenstein 
version  of  the  film. 

The  free  library  showed  “The  Life  of 
Emile  Zola”  with  Paul  Muni,  produced  by 
Warners  in  1927. 


Brown  to  Direct  "The  Yearling" 

Clarence  Brown  will  direct  Metro’s  “The 
Yearling”  in  addition  to  producting  that 
company’s  “The  Guardian  Angel”  from  an 
original  story  by  Helen  Deutsch. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARMS 

Give  Perfect  Projection  Changover* 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  3,  1945 


45 


ALBANY 

■pilmrow  is  just  getting  its  breath  back  after 
* being  hit  with  one  of  the  most  serious 
cold  waves  ever  known  to  old-timers  here. 
Crippling  of  transportation  facilities  and  lack 
of  fuel  forced  the  closing  of  exchanges  for 
several  days  at  3 p.  m.  Film  carriers  had  a 
tough  time  getting  prints  to  theatres.  Box- 
office  grosses  hit  their  lowest  levels  since  1941. 

Filmrow  boys  are  ogling  Gene  Vogel,  who 
has  developed  a knack  for  entering  a local 
bank  and  emerging  with  assorted  cartons 
which  appear  to  be  cigarets  ...  At  another 
end  of  the  Row  an  eavesdropper  was  re- 
ported to  have  overheard  Sol  Ullman  plotting 
with  Joe  Shure  as  to  the  advisability  of  hiring 
a Ross  Federal  sleuth  and  detail  him  to  trail 
the  gentlemen  who  do  not  seem  hit  by  the 
cigaret  shortage. 

George  Jeffreys  beat  the  cold  wave  by  stay- 
ing home  and  using  his  cigars  and  temper  to 
keep  warm  . . . The  gin  rummy  games  at  the 
Variety  Club  rooms  are  attracting  a lot  of 
exhibitors  from  the  hinterlands  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Max  Friedman  journeyed  to  Washington 
where  they  visited  Max’s  mother  and  saw 
Colonel  Friedman  who  was  home  on  a short 
leave. 

Mrs.  Charles  Buckley,  widow  of  the  late  Mr. 
Buckley  who  owned  and  operated  the  Gen- 
eral Stark  Theatre  at  Bennington,  Vt.,  is  ad- 
vising all  inquirers  the  house  will  stay  in  the 
Buckley  family,  and  for  a time  at  least  under 
her  management  . . . Moe  Grassgreen  was 
in  on  the  Row  renewing  old  acquaintances. 
He  is  the  20th-Fox  Boston  manager  . . . Gus 
Lampe  of  the  Schine  office  operations  depart- 
ment is  still  home  ill.  Femme  admirers  from 
the  Schine  offices  visited  him  at  his  home 
and  presented  him  a fine  basket  of  fruit. 

Filmrow  was  grieved  to  learn  of  another 
casualty,  that  of  Ralph  Pielow  jr.,  whose 
father  was  resident  manager  of  Metro  14 
years.  Young  Pielow  was  seriously  wounded 
in  Belgium.  His  father,  now  New  York  City 
boss  for  M-G-M,  has  been  notified. 

E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea’s  son,  Lieut.  James 
O’Shea,  has  returned  to  New  York  from  a visit 
with  his  dad  in  Buffalo. 

During  the  summer  of  1943,  the  doctor  son 
of  Arthur  Horn,  M-G-M  salesman,  lost  his 
life  in  the  Pacific. 

Last  year,  the  son  of  Ralph  Ripps,  also  a 
salesman  for  Leo,  was  missing  for  months 
after  his  plane  was  shot  down  over  Germany. 
Lieutenant  Ripps  was  a prisoner  of  war. 

Richard  Tregaskis,  International  News 
Service  war  correspondent  whose  “Guadal- 
canal Diary”  was  filmed  by  20th-Fox,  ad- 
dressed the  annual  dinner  of  the  Albany 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel, 
January  27.  Tregaskis,  later  wounded  in 
Italy,  told  of  his  experiences. 


Fire  Destroys  Star 

POTSDAM,  N.  Y. — The  Star  here  was  de- 
stroyed by  a fire  attributed  to  an  oil  burner 
explosion.  The  loss  was  estimated  at  $40,000 
by  Fire  Chief  James  Doyle  jr.  Jim  Papa- 
yanakos,  owner  of  the  house,  also  runs  the 
local  Rialto. 


Patricia  Morison  Into  "Lady” 

Patricia  Morison  has  been  inked  for  a top 
femme  role  in  Universal’s  “Lady  on  a Train.” 


Projector  Repair  and  Parts 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


HIZZONER  IS  INVITED  — Virginia 
Mayo,  Bob  Hope’s  leading  woman  in 
“The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,”  presents  a 
formal  invitation  to  Mayor  LaGuardia 
for  the  Press  Photographers  Ball.  The 
ball  was  on  February  2 and  “Pirate” 
opens  at  the  Astor  February  9.  Mere 
coincidence! 


Ben  Dare  Takes  Over  Store; 
Houlihan  New  Salesman 

ALBANY — Ben  Dare  has  resigned  as  20th- 
Fox  salesman  to  take  over  Friedman’s  depart- 
ment store  on  South  Pearl  St.  here.  He  has 
been  succeeded  by  Dan  Houlihan,  former  head 
booker  and  office  manager.  Houlihan,  one 
of  the  most  popular  figures  on  Filmrow, 
joined  20th-Fox  here  11  years  ago.  Previously 
he  had  been  with  Tiffany,  Educational,  World 
Wide  and  First  Graphic,  and  as  a kid,  he 
worked  in  projection  booths  around  Albany. 

Bill  Cittadino,  a former  booker  in  the  20th- 
Fox  New  Haven  exchange,  is  breaking  in  as 
top  booker,  replacing  Houlihan.  By  a coinci- 
dence, Dare  was  a booker  before  he  became 
salesman.  Fred  Sliter  is  the  other  20th-Fox 
salesman  in  the  Albany  area. 


A1  Marchetti  Re-Elected 
By  Albany  Local  F43 

ALBANY — Local  F43,  the  front  office  work- 
ers union,  at  a dinner  meeting  in  Hoffman’s 
re-elected  A1  Marchetti,  Universal  head 
booker,  as  president.  Others  chosen  were: 
Howard  Goldstein,  Paramount  booker,  vice- 
president  and  business  agent;  Margaret  De- 
Freest,  Warners,  recording  secretary;  Caro- 
line Pesnicak,  Warners,  financial  secretary; 
Camille  Alii,  Columbia. 

The  executive  and  grievance  board  in- 
cludes: Winifred  Allen,  20th-Fox;  Margaret 
Doran,  Paramount;  Margaret  Buckley,  RKO; 
Ethel  Anamier,  Universal;  Josephine  Lasky, 
Metro,  and  Camille  Alii. 

The  union,  formed  several  years  ago  under 
a charter  from  IATSE,  is  working  on  a new 
contract. 


Clear  "Dimes"  Mixup 

NEW  YORK — The  industry’s  part  in  the 
1945  March  of  Dimes  was  to  have  officially 
ended  February  4.  Due  to  a misunderstand- 
ing, theatre  men  were  under  the  impression 
the  campaign  was  to  parallel  the  National 
Foundation’s  and  run  until  February  15. 

In  most  cases  the  industry’s  drive  ended 
February  4,  although  some  theatres  with 
holdover  attractions  continued  a second  week. 


BUfFALO 

JJead  usher  at  Shea’s  Lackawanna  Theatre 
before  he  entered  the  service  March  19, 
1943,  Sgt.  Arthur  A.  McCaffrey,  20,  was  killed 
over  Germany  last  September.  His  father  is 
a detective  in  the  Lackawanna  police  depart- 
ment. 

Erno  Rapee  and  orchestra  of  75  artists  were 
to  be  at  Kleinhans  Music  Hall  February  3 
through  the  courtesy  of  Radio  City  Music 
Hall,  New  York  . . . “The  Ice  Follies  of  1945” 
opened  Tuesday  for  a six-day  engagement  at 
Memorial  Auditorium. 

The  Courier-Express  each  Saturday  noon 
entertains  Buffalo  service  men  home  on  fur- 
lough from  overseas  at  a civic  luncheon.  In 
addition  to  cartons  of  cigarets,  the  boys  get 
two  passes  to  Shea’s  Buffalo.  The  latter  was 
arranged  by  Vincent  McFaul  of  Buffalo  The- 
atres, Inc. 

Horror  bills  are  being  shown  at  two  down- 
town houses.  They  are  “The  House  of  Frank- 
enstein” and  “The  Mummy’s  Curse”  at  the 
Lafayette,  and  the  “The  Walking  Dead”  and 
“Castle  of  Crimes”  at  the  Mercury. 

“A  Song  to  Remember,”  which  opens  Feb- 
ruary 7 at  the  Lafayette,  is  getting  one  of  the 
biggest  buildups  that  house  has  ever  given  a 
picture.  Teaser  ads  are  appearing  daily  on 
local  newspaper  theatre  pages. 

Getting  in  the  “groove”  after  three  years 
in  the  Pacific  is  not  very  easy,  but  it  is  en- 
joyable, Sgt.  Carl  E.  Ende,  29,  playing  trum- 
pet in  Shea’s  Buffalo  orchestra,  said  this 
week.  A veteran  of  nearly  four  years  of  serv- 
ice, Sergeant  Ende  accepted  the  invitation  of 
his  friend,  Bert  Lapetina,  conductor,  to  play 
in  the  orchestra  during  his  furlough. 

Counter  briefs  were  scheduled  to  be  given 
to  Federal  Judge  John  Knight  here  this  week 
in  the  Schine  antitrust  case.  It  is  possible  a 
decision  will  be  handed  down  before  the  end 
of  February. 

Orchard  Park’s  first  film  house,  the  Park, 
owned  and  managed  by  William  Brett,  vet- 
eran Buffalo  showman,  opened  last  week  with 
“Hail  the  Conquering  Hero.”  The  550-seat 
theatre  is  a conversion  job  done  on  what  was 
formerly  a motor  sales  company  showroom  in 
North  Buffalo  St. 

The  Phil  Foxes,  Columbia,  had  a triple  cel- 
ebration last  week.  It  was  mother’s  and  dad’s 
wedding  anniversary;  son  Stewart’s  fourth 
birthday  and  son  Bobbie’s  second  birthday. 

Funeral  services  for  William  A.  Knight,  78, 
a brother  of  Federal  Judge  John  Knight,  who 
died  while  shoveling  snow  in  front  of  his 
home,  were  held  last  Saturday.  Burial  was  in 
Arcade,  where  he  was  born. 

Stricken  ill  at  Ford  Hotel  early  Sunday, 
Louis  R.  Latz,  54,  one  of  Buffalo’s  best  known 
violinists,  was  taken  to  Emergency  Hospital 
where  he  died  a short  time  later.  He  was 
musical  director  of  the  Lafayette  many  years. 
He  also  had  been  violinist  at  the  old  Academy. 


Darkens  Troy  House 

ALBANY— Charlie  Wilson’s  Lansing  in 
Troy  has  been  darkened  for  the  winter.  This 
small  house  was  running  on  a four-day  and 
weekend  schedule.  Wilson  also  owns  the 
Bijou  in  the  Collar  City. 
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(Hollywood  Office— Suite  2iy  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Stop  Decorators'  Strike 
Just  Before  Walkout 

Once  again  the  long  threatened  and  previ- 
ously started  strike  of  Hollywood’s  set  dec- 
orators was  averted.  Sliding  just  under  the 
wire  of  the  walkout  deadline  that  the  union 
had  declared,  arbitration  machinery  was  set 
up  by  the  WLB. 

An  initial  hearing  on  the  jurisdictional  dis- 
pute between  the  IATSE  and  the  Screen  Set 
Designers,  Illustrators  and  Decorators  Local 
1421  has  been  scheduled  for  February  8. 
Thomas  Tongue,  Portland,  Ore.,  attorney, 
was  named  arbitrator  by  WLB. 

More  labor  trouble  than  appeared  on  the 
surface  was  present  in  the  set  designers’ 
strike  threat,  inasmuch  as  several  other 
unions  had  declared  their  intentions  of 
walking  out  in  support  of  the  designers  in 
case  the  latter  went  through  with  their 
ultimatum  to  walk  unless  government  action 
was  taken  in  their  jurisdictional  battle. 

Still  simmering  and  slowly  approaching 
the  boiling  point  was  the  apparently  endless 
battle  between  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  and 
the  Screen  Players  Union;  with  the  produc- 
ers doing  everything  possible  to  keep  their 
in-the-middle  position  from  becoming  un- 
tenable. SAG  served  notice  on  the  NLRB 
that  the  guild  proposes  to  intervene  in  case 
the  government  agency  acts  favorably  on  the 
petition  of  the  producers.  The  producers 
had  asked  NLRB  to  reopen  the  case  for  re- 
consideration of  the  certification  given  SPU 
as  the  sole  bargaining  agent  for  Hollywood’s 
extras. 

Studio  Employment  Slips, 
Labor  Bulletin  States 

Decrease  in  employment  and  pay  rolls  in 
motion  picture  production  during  the  month 
of  December  was  revealed  by  the  California 
labor  statistics  bulletin.  Index  of  employ- 
ment for  the  month  listed  103.8  per  cent  as 
compared  to  105.1  per  cent  in  November  and 
105.6  per  cent  in  December  1943.  Pay  roll 
index  for  wage  earners  dropped  to  174.7  from 
November’s  177.4,  but  was  still  ahead  of  166.9 
per  cent  reported  for  December  a year  ago. 

According  to  the  bulletin,  average  weekly 
earnings  were  $74.66,  at  an  average  rate  of 
$1,626  per  hour.  Workers  put  in  an  average 
of  46  hours  a week,  which  figures  compare 
with  hourly  rate  of  $1,618  in  November  at 
an  average  of  46.2  hours  per  week.  December, 
1943,  showed  average  weekly  salary  of  $70.01, 
at  the  rate  of  $1,552  per  hour  for  45.1  hours 
a week. 


Mills  to  Washington 

Following  a series  of  conferences  with  the 
Hollywood  WAG  on  the  series  of  pictures  to 
be  released  by  WAG  for  OWI,  Taylor  M. 
Mills,  chief  of  the  domestic  bureau  of  the 
Office  of  War  Information,  departed  for  San 
Francisco  where  he  addressed  a theatre  WAG 
meeting.  He  then  left  for  Washington,  D,  C. 


Monogram  First  Over 
Polio  Drive  Quota 

Progress  at  the  halfway  mark  in  the 
industry’s  infantile  paralysis  collection 
was  reported  to  campaign  Chairman 
Fred  S.  Meyer  at  a luncheon  at  the  Hotel 
Roosevelt.  Studio  and  talent  guild 
colonels  and  labor’s  executive  committee 
and  majors  attended  and  revealed  totals 
on  numbers  of  subscriptions  and  amounts 
of  money  received. 

First  studio  to  top  its  last  year’s  cam- 
paign quota  was  Monogram,  where  the 
amount  originally  collected  already  had 
been  doubled,  Fred  Steele,  studio  colonel 
reported. 

Active  solicitation  by  actors,  directors 
and  writers,  especially  among  members 
not  at  present  active  at  any  studio,  is 
under  way.  Letters  to  all  talent  guild 
members  have  acquainted  them  of  the 
polio  campaign  needs  and  urge  prompt 
participation. 

Record  of  $72,000  Achieved 
In  Hollywood  Dimes  Drive 

Establishing  a record  for  infantile  paral- 
ysis contributions,  Hollywood  reported  a total 
of  $72,000  raised  for  the  1945  polio  cam- 
paign. That  total,  20  per  cent  above  the 
self-imposed  $60,000  quota,  and  47  per  cent 
more  than  last  year’s  amount,  represented 
20,000  subscriptions  collected  by  the  cam- 
paign organization  headed  by  Fred  S.  Meyer. 

In  paying  tribute  to  the  campaign  colonels 
representing  studios,  talent  guilds  and  labor 
groups,  Chairman  Meyer  thanked  his  aides 
not  only  for  raising  a record  amount  of 
money  but  for  raising  it  in  a record  space 
of  time. 

In  response  a number  of  colonels  declared 
that  though  the  campaign  is  officially  closed, 
the  books  will  be  held  open  for  additional 
contributions. 

Edward  Arnold,  executive  vice-president  of 
the  industry’s  Permanent  Charities  Commit- 
tee, thanked  Meyer  and  his  aides. 

A telegram  signed  by  Meyer  was  sent  to 
President  Roosevelt.  In  part  it  said: 

“Joseph  M.  Schenck,  state  chairman,  has 
asked  me  to  advise  you  that  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  Hollywood  today  made  its 
final  report  on  the  infantile  paralysis  cam- 
paign. 

“The  rank  and  file  of  the  motion  picture 
studios,  with  the  cooperation  of  studio  and 
talent  guild  colonels  and  labor’s  executive 
committee  and  labor’s  majors,  rolled  up  a 
total  of  20,000  subscriptions  for  $72,000  . . . 
We  offer  you  this  birthday  present  as  a gift 
for  you  to  make  to  the  stricken  of  the  coun- 
try.” 


Kalmenson  Confers 

Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners  general  sales 
manager,  was  in  Hollywood  conferring  with 
Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer,  and 
Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  on  the  company’s  release  schedule. 


Seventeen  Shorts 
In  Race  for  'Oscars' 

Seven  production  outfits  have  nominated 
a total  of  17  films  to  compete  for  the  short 
subjects  kudos  in  the  17th  annual  awards 
event  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture 
Arts  and  Sciences.  They  are  listed  with  the 
respective  producers  and  studios: 

One  Reel  Subjects:  “Movie  Pests,”  Smith- 
Metro;  “Jammin’  the  Blues,”  Hollingshead- 
Warner  Bros.;  “50th  Anniversary  of  Motion 
Pictures,”  Staube-Columbia;  “Who’s  Who  in 
Animal  Land,”  Fairbanks-Paramount;  “Blue 
Grass  Gentlemen,”  Reek-20th-Fox. 

Two  Reel  Subjects:  “Bombalera,”  Harris- 
Paramount;  “I  Won’t  Play,”  Hollingshead- 
Warner  Bros.;  “Main  Street  Today,”  Bresler- 
M-G-M;  “Feather  Your  Nest,”  Bilson-RKO 
Radio;  “Gents  Without  Cents,”  White-Co- 
lumbia. 

Cartoons:  “And  to  Think  I Saw  It  on  Mul- 
berry Street,”  Pal-Paramount;  “My  Boy 
Johnny,”  Terry-20th-Fox;  “Mouse  Trouble,” 
Quimby-M-G-M;  “Swooner  Crooner,”  War- 
ner Bros.;  “The  Dog,  Cat  and  Canary,” 
Screen  Gems-Columbia;  “Fish  Fry,”  Lantz- 
Universal;  “How  to  Play  Football,”  Disney- 
RKO. 

Final  judging  of  the  nominated  films  will 
take  place  the  night  of  February  6 at  a 
special  screening  for  Academy  members  and 
guests  at  the  Marquis  Theatre.  All  Academy 
members  present  at  the  showing  will  vote  in 
the  selection  of  the  winners  in  the  three 
classifications. 

Set  to  Prepare  CWFC  Film 
For  Eighth  Victory  Loan 

Don  Quinn  has  been  set  to  prepare  for  the 
screen  the  treatment  of  the  Canadian  war 
finance  committee’s  two-reel  Eighth  Victory 
Loan  film.  This  subject,  to  be  produced  as  a 
contribution  of  the  industry  by  20th-Fox,  will 
have  an  all-star  cast  of  Hollywood  players. 

Don  Henshaw  of  the  committee  was  in 
Hollywood  working  with  the  studio  and  Tom 
Baily,  coordinator  of  the  Hollywood  DAC  in 
planning  the  short. 

Michel  Kraike  to  Produce 
"Blade'  for  Columbia 

Columbia  has  assigned  Michel  Kraike  to 
produce  “The  Gallant  Blade,”  another  Dumas 
story  to  be  brought  to  the  screen  by  the 
studio.  Ted  Thomas  has  been  set  to  do  the 
adaptation.  Company  has  just  completed 
“The  Fighting  Guardsman,”  based  on  Duma's 
“The  Companions  of  Jehu.” 


King  Back  to  Selznick 

Hugh  King  has  resigned  from  Republic, 
where  he  headed  the  story  department,  to 
join  the  Selznick-Saphier  agency  to  function 
in  a similar  capacity.  King  left  the  Selz- 
nick outfit  a year  ago  to  take  the  studio 
position, 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Barnstormers 


Monogram 

Current  personal  appearance  tour  of  Jimmy  Wakely 
and  Lee  "Lasses"  White  in  connection  with  first  runs 
of  "Song  of  the  Range,"  has  been  extended  through 
Oklahoma  with  the  booking  of  Palace  Theatre  at 
Blackwell,  Melba  at  Guthrie,  and  Liberty  at  Okla- 
homa Ciy. 

Blurbers 


Free-Lance 

GEORGE  GLASS,  who  recently  resigned  as  head 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn's  praisery,  has  announced  his 
intentions  of  establishing  his  own  free-lance  pub- 
licity business.  Prior  to  assuming  charge  of  Gold- 
wyn's department,  Glass  was  chief  of  the  local 
United  Artists  press  department  and  has  served  at 
various  times  as  director  of  publicity  for  several  UA 
producers. 

Universal 

GEORGE  SHAFFER  has  taken  over  again  as  copy 
editor,  with  JEAN  BOSQUET  moving  to  special  writ- 
ing assignments  in  publicity. 

Briefies 


Paramount 

JERRY  FAIRBANKS  has  completed  "In  the  Public 
Eye,"  latest  Speaking  of  Animals  short. 

Warners 

GORDON  HOLLINGSHEAD  will  produce  a short 
subject  entitled  "GI  Music,"  which  will  be  composed 
of  name  bands  now  in  U.6.  army  overseas. 

Maj.  DEL  FRAZIER,  honorably  discharged  from 
the  army,  will  direct  "Nursery  in  the  Wild,"  two- 
reel  Technicolor  short,  scripted  by  ROGER  Q.  DENNY, 
and  to  be  produced  by  GORDON  HOLLINGSHEAD. 

Loanouts 


RKO  Radio 

INGRID  BERGMAN  has  been  borrowed  from  Selz- 
nick  Studio  to  costar  in  "The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's." 

Meggers 

Columbia 

HOWARD  BRETHERTON  will  pilot  "The  Monster 
and  the  Ape,"  serial. 

Metro 

LEON  GORDON  assigned  production  reins  on 
"The  Green  Years." 

CLARENCE  BROWN  will  direct  "The  Yearling”  in 
addition  to  producing  "The  Guardian  Angel,"  from 
an  original  story  by  Helen  Deutsch. 

HENRY  KOSTER  assigned  directorial  reins  on 
"Brighton  Beach." 

Monogram 

"Sunbonnet  Sue"  to  be  piloted  by  RALPH  MURPHY. 

RKO  Radio 

WILLIAM  A.  SEITER  will  pilot  "Countess  of  Monte 
Cristo,"  with  WALTER  THOMPSON  as  associate  pro- 
ducer for  International  Pictures. 

JOSEPH  H.  LEWIS  to  pilot  "The  Falcon  in  San 
Francisco."  MAURICE  GERAGHTY  will  produce. 

20th  Century-Fox 

The  option  on  LLOYD  BACON,  director,  has  been 
lifted  for  another  year. 

Universal 

JOHN  HOFFMAN  inked  to  direct  "Strange  Con- 
fession," Inner  Sanctum  Mystery  story. 

TOM  McKNIGHT  handed  "Musical  Madness"  as 
his  first  producer  assignment  under  new  pact. 

JOHN  GRANT,  producer,  has  had  his  option 
lifted. 

Warners 

LOU  EDELMAN  will  produce  "Wallflower." 

Options 

Columbia 

ROBERT  LOWERY  and  CAROLE  MATHEWS  cast  for 
roles  in  serial,  "The  Monster  and  the  Ape." 

Comedy  role  in  "Over  21"  goes  to  PHIL  BROWN. 

BOB  HAYMES  inked  for  lead  in  "Blonde  From 
Brooklyn." 

RALPH  MORGAN  to  star  in  serial,  "The  Monster 
and  the  Ape." 

Male  lead  in  Sol  Siegal's  "Kiss  and  Tell"  goes  to 
JEROME  COURTLAND. 

Metro 

MARY  NASH  cast  to  role  of  the  Duenna  in  "Yo- 
landa and  the  Thief." 

KATHARINE  HEPBURN  is  set  to  star  in  "The  Da- 
mask Cheek,"  John  Van  Druten's  Broadway  play 


currently  being  adapted  for  the  screen.  Production 
reins  will  be  handled  by  Lawrence  Weingarten  with 
Harold  S.  Bucquet  slated  to  direct. 

New  contract  has  been  given  to  FRANCES  RAF- 
FERTY. 

CARLOS  RAMIREZ  signed  for  singing  part  in 
"Early  to  Wed." 

WALLACE  BEERY  signed  to  a new  contract.  His 
next  assignment  will  be  in  "Bad  Bascomb." 

CECIL  KELLAWAY  cast  for  role  in  "Early  to  Wed." 

Monogram 

HELEN  MACK  penciled  into  cast  of  "Divorce." 

KAY  FRANCIS  will  topline  in  "Allotment  Wives," 
as  well  as  coproduce  it  with  Jeffrey  Bernerd.  Sidney 
Sutherland  and  Harvey  H.  Gates  have  been  signed 
to  collaborate  on  the  screenplay. 

MILT  KIBBEE  joins  cast  of  "The  Robot  Murder," 
replacing  Harry  Bradley. 

Paramount 

ROBERT  CUMMINGS  has  signed  an  exclusive 
long-term  contract  with  Hal  Wallis  Productions.  His 
first  under  the  pact  will  be  a topline  chore  in 
Wallis's  "Don't  Ever  Grieve  Me." 

WILLIAM  GARGAN's  next  starring  vehicle  will  be 
"Over  Exposed,"  an  original  yarn  by  Bills  Pine  and 
Thomas,  which  they  will  produce.  Thomas  is  set  to 
pilot  the  action  comedy-drama. 

Cast  of  "The  Well  Groomed  Bride"  adds  JAY 
NORRIS. 

PRC  Pictures 

CLAUDIA  DRAKE  signed  for  singing  role  in  "Un- 
dercover Girl." 

RKO  Radio 

Top  femme  role  in  "First  Man  Into  Tokyo"  slated 
for  BARBARA  HALE. 

MARGARET  HAMILTON  gets  part  of  spinster  sister 
in  "George  White's  Scandals  of  1945." 

Comedian  TOM  NOONAN,  a newcomer,  has  been 
signed  to  a long  termer. 

TOM  NEAL  has  been  cast  for  title  role  in  "First 
Man  Into  Tokyo." 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "The  Most  Dangerous 
Game"  are  GENE  STUTENROTH  and  NOBLE  JOHN- 
SON. 

Republic 

Options  have  been  picked  up  for  BOBBY  BLAKE 
and  ALICE  FLEMING.  First  picture  for  them  under 
the  new  deal  will  be  "Desperadoes  of  Dakota." 

TITO  GUIZAR  set  as  star  of  "Mexicana,"  musical. 

Universal 

MARIA  PALMER  signed  for  "Lady  on  a Train." 

PATRICIA  MORISON  inked  for  a top  femme  role 
in  "Lady  on  a Train." 

"Strange  Confession"  will  star  LON  CHANEY,  with 
top  featured  spots  going  to  BRENDA  JOYCE  and  J. 
CARROL  NAISH. 

Option  on  YVONNE  DE  CARLO  has  been  lifted. 

Option  picked  up  on  TURHAN  BEY  and  ELLA 
RAINES. 

RAY  COLLINS  signed  for  stint  in  "A  Night  in 
Paradise." 

Warners 

MARJORIE  RIORDAN  cast  in  "Three  Strangers." 

WALTER  BRENNAN  inked  for  "Stolen  Life." 

Important  part  in  "Danger  Signal"  has  been  as- 
signed to  DICK  ERDMAN. 

Scripters 


Columbia 

ERNA  LAZARUS  has  been  assigned  screenplay 
adaptation  of  Gene  Stratton  Porter's  "Girl  of  the 
Limberlost." 

TED  THOMAS  has  been  signed  to  a seven-year 
writing  pact. 

Metro 

JOSEPH  HARRINGTON  and  SYD  BOEHM,  former 
New  York  newspaper  men,  have  been  pacted. 

PRC  Pictures 

JANET  and  PHILIP  STEVENSON  signed  for  screen- 
play  chore  of  "Heritage,"  story  of  Dr.  Jose  Rizal, 
Filipino  patriot. 

RKO  Radio 

HUGO  BUTLER  to  script  "All  Brides  Are  Beautiful," 
from  Thomas  Bell's  novel. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Term  ticket  handed  to  JOHN  TUCKER  BATTLE 
who  is  assigned  scrivening  chore  on  "Captain  From 
Castile." 

United  Artists 

MEL  DINELLI,  radio  writer,  will  script  "Some  Must 
WATCH,"  mystery  novel  by  Ethel  Lina  White,  for 
Selznick  International. 

Universal 

DOROTHY  HUGHES'  signed  to  write  adaptation  of 
"The  Black  Angel,"  and  CHARLES  O'NEAL  has  been 
inked  for  final  screenplay  chore  on  "You  Hypnotize 
Me,"  Abbott  and  Costello  starrer  to  be  produced  by 
Edmund  L.  Hartmann. 

Final  screenplay  chore  for  "Next  Door  to  Love" 
goes  to  PEGGY  PHILLIPS. 


CLYDE  BRUCKMAN  assigned  to  work  on  original 
of  Joan  Davis's  next  comedy. 

Final  screenplay  chore  of  "Way  for  a Lady" 
handed  HAL  SMITH. 

Story  Buys 


Metro 

Two  properties  have  been  purchased  for  early  pro- 
duction: "The  Romance  of  Rosy  Ridge,"  a post-Civil 
War  period  story  by  MacKinlay  Kantor,  which  Jack 
Cummings  has  been  set  to  produce;  and  "Victoria," 
a love  story  set  in  prewar  Norway,  by  Knut  Hamsun, 
Norwegian  author  and  Nobel  prize  winner. 

Paramount 

Producers  Pine  and  Thomas  have  purchased  "Roar- 
ing Waters,"  an  original  by  Milton  Raison,  as  a 
starring  vehicle  for  Robert  Lowery  and  William  Gar- 
gan  Yarn  is  an  action  adventure  drama  concerning 
the  construction  of  Shasta  dam. 

20th  Century-Fox 

“Maggie,"  an  original  story  by  Ruth  McKenney 
and  Richard  Bransten,  has  been  purchased  as  a 
tentative  starrer  for  Jeanne  Crain. 

Technically 

Columbia 

LEONARD  J.  SHAPIRO  will  be  assistant  director 
on  "The  Monster  and  the  Ape." 

Film  editing  chore  of  "Boston  Blackie  Booked  on 
Suspicion"  handed  to  DICK  FANTL. 

Metro 

GEORGE  WHITE  named  film  editor  on  "Yolanda 
and  the  Thief." 

Unit  manager  for  "The  Yearling"  will  be  JAY 
MARCHANT. 

RKO  Radio 

Chief  lensing  chore  on  "Man  Alive"  assigned  to 
HARRY  REDMAN. 

Republic 

ROY  DARMOUR  to  have  office  of  assistant  casting 
director  under  Harry  Engle. 

United  Artists 

Richard  L Johnston  has  assigned  two  unit  business 
managers,  FRED  AHERNE  and  GLENN  COOK,  to 
to  David  O.  Selznick's  "Duel  in  the  Sun." 

King  Vidor,  director,  set  BILL  ZEIGLER  as  film 
editor  on  Selznick  International's  "Duel  in  the  Sun." 

Warners 

Assigned  as  dialog  directors  are  JACK  GAGE  on 
"Stolen  Life,"  and  MICHAEL  DOYLE  for  "Too  Young 
to  Know." 

ORRY-KELLY  signed  as  wardrobe  designer  for 
"Stolen  Life." 

Title  Changes 

Columbia 

"Blind  Date"  changed  to  BLONDE  FROM 
BROOKLYN. 

Monogram 

'Trail  Town  Fever"  gets  UNDER  ARIZONA  SKIES 
as  new  moniker. 

New  tag  for  "The  Robot  Murder"  is  THE  RADIO 
MYSTERY. 

Paramount 

Hal  Wallis's  "Don't  Ever  Grieve  Me"  retagged 
YOU  CAME  ALONG. 

PRC  Pictures 

STRANGER  IN  THE  FAMILY  is  new  tag  for  "Dead- 
line." 

Universal 

"Queen  of  the  Nile"  changed  to  SUDAN. 

Lieut.  Ralph  Baxter  Dies 
In  Patton's  Thrust 

ALHAMBRA,  CALIF.— Lieut.  Ralph  Bax- 
ter, former  manager  of  the  Alhambra  Thea- 
tre, was  killed  in  action  in  France  Novem- 
ber 21,  according  to  a war  department  notice 
received  here  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Wanda 
Baxter. 

The  30-year-old  officer  was  serving  with 
Gen.  George  S.  Patton’s  98th  infantry  divi- 
sion when  he  was  killed.  He  had  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  Edwards  Theatres  circuit  for 
nine  years  when  he  entered  the  army  about 
three  years  ago. 

Also  surviving  are  an  18-month-old  daugh- 
ter, Sharon;  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
R.  Baxter;  a brother,  Franklin,  also  in  the 
army  and  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Eloise  Brad- 
bury of  Los  Angeles,  Mrs.  Delphina  Krueger 
of  Maywood  and  Miss  Barbara  Baxter  of 
Monterey  Park. 
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Dr.  Shotwell  Talks 
On  'Thinking  Film' 

The  “thinking  picture”  and  its  place  in  the 
world  of  today  and  tomorrow  was  discussed 
by  Dr.  James  T.  Shotwell,  economist  and  his- 
torian, at  a War  Activities  Committee  lunch- 
eon attended  by  research  heads  of  all  major 
studios. 

In  introducing  Dr.  Shotwell,  Francis  S. 
Harmon,  national  coordinator  of  WAC,  told 
of  the  high  honors  that  have  been  accorded 
him  by  at  least  seven  foreign  nations,  of  his 
service  to  this  country  in  international. affairs 
and  of  the  important  work  he  now  is  doing  as 
state  department  consultant.  His  stay  in  Hol- 
lywood until  the  middle  of  February  will  find 
him  active  in  assisting  as  adviser  on  a num- 
ber of  films  being  produced  at  various  studios 
through  WAC  for  the  Office  of  War  Informa- 
tion, Domestic  Motion  Picture  bureau. 

In  outlining  the  place  of  the  “thinking 
film,”  Dr.  Shotwell  stated  that  at  the  end 
of  this  war  this  nation  and  the  world  will 
face  graver  problems  than  ever  have  been 
faced  before.  “But  I am  enough  of  an  op- 
timist,” he  said,  “to  believe  that  we  ar.e  going 
to  come  though,  though  it  will  be  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow. 

“We  must  have  a way  of  security  that  is 
not  so  dear  as  the  preparation  for  total  war, 
which  all  war  hereafter  will  be.  I want  to 
see  the  screen  become  the  living  literature 
of  the  planning  that  is  being  done  to  save 
this  world.  The  art  of  the  motion  picture  is 
going  to  move  the  spirit  of  mankind  far 
more  than  the  radio  or  the  printed  word 
ever  can  do,  once  we  really  learn  how  to  use 
it,  and  we  are  learning  fast.  The  motion  pic- 
ture, great  as  it  is,  is  only  at  the  beginning 
of  its  possibilities.” 

Tom  W.  Baily,  coordinator  of  the  Holly- 
wood division  of  WAC,  was  in  charge  of  the 
event. 

Louis  Hayward  to  Star 
In  Third  Cristo  Film 

With  plans  for  a third  production  based 
on  the  Alexander  Dumas  character,  Edward 
Small,  producer,  has  set  Louis  Hayward  to 
star  in  “The  Ghost  of  Monte  Cristo,”  which 
Anthony  Mann  will  direct  from  an  original 
screenplay  by  Robert  Siodmak.  First  two 
Cristo  films  made  by  Small  were  “The  Count 
of  Monte  Cristo”  and  “Son  of  Monte  Cristo.” 


FETED  BY  WAC— Dr.  James  T.  Shot- 
well,  economist  and  historian,  who  was 
feted  at  a luncheon  given  by  the  Holly- 
wood division  of  the  WAC.  Here,  left  to 
right:  Francis  S.  Harmon,  national  co- 
ordinator of  WAC;  Tom  Baily,  local 
coordinator,  and  Dr.  Shotwell. 


ANDWICHED  in  between  the  countless 
kudos  that  are  the  just  due  of  Warners’ 
“Roughly  Speaking”  may  be  found  a 
grain  of  philosophy,  the  observation  of  which 
will  not  be  amiss. 

Here  is  a picture  which  in  story,  atmos- 
phere and  situations  is  as  American  as  a 
slab  of  apple  pie.  Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  femme  fans  can  be  expected  to  patronize 
and  acclaim  the  film.  Many  of  them  will 
see  in  Rosalind  Russell’s  excellent  perform- 
ance an  uncannily  accurate  projection  of 
their  own  lives  and  times,  joys  and  sorrows, 
prosperity  and  adversity.  That’s  what  should 
make  it  one  of  the  season’s  better  boxoffice 
bets. 

Noteworthy  it  is,  then,  that  this  authentic 
and  heart-warming  slice  of  Americana  dur- 
ing the  nation’s  most  turbulent  and  trouble- 
some 50  years  was  produced  by  Henry  Blanke, 
who  was  bom  in  Berlin-Steglitz,  Germany, 
and  directed  by  Michael  Curtiz,  a native  of 
Budapest,  Hungary. 

Gratifying  testimony  to  the  prominent  part 
the  motion  picture  industry  has  contributed 
to  making  American  the  world’s  melting  pot, 
the  great  land  of  opportunity. 


With  the  declared  desire  of  getting  the  pic- 
ture into  release  before  the  Russian  and 
Allied  drives  converge  on  the  German  capital, 
Warner  studio  is  rushing  to  completion  the 
filmization  of  Vicki  Baum’s  novel,  “Hotel 
Berlin.”  Picture,  on  which  shooting  has  just 
been  finished,  has  been  given  top  priority 
and  all  other  film  being  edited  and  cut  was 
cleared  out  of  laboratories  to  make  room  for 
preparing  “Hotel  Berlin”  footage  for  release. 

The  company  hopes  to  debut  the  feature 
within  a month. 

Fervently  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Freres 
Warner  are  as  prophetic  as  they  are  versa- 
tile. 


Producer-Director  Merwyn  Le  Roy  is  hav- 
ing a heady  time.  His  recently-organized 
company,  whose  product  is  to  be  distributed 
by  Warners,  is  called  Arrowhead  Produc- 
tions. Its  initial  offering  will  be  “The  Foun- 
tainhead,” from  the  novel  by  Ayn  Rand. 

Hollywood  offers  a vast  source  of  material 
to  carry  the  idea  further;  “The  Fathead,” 
“The  Swellhead,”  “The  Loggerhead,”  etc.,  etc., 
ad  infinitum. 


‘“BABIES’  ON  CHAPLIN  LOT” 

— Trade  paper  headline. 

If  Joan  Barry  can  convince  a judge  and 
jury,  it  will  be  his  lot  for  a long  time. 


Recently  this  department  opined  that  get- 
ting a bit  out  of  hand  was  the  publicity  prac- 
tice of  designating  an  individual  by  a single 
more-or-less  descriptive  noun,  such  as  “The 
Voice”  for  Sinatra,  “The  Face”  for  Anita 
Colby,  etc. 

Submitted  were  a few  such  cognomens  that 
might  be  applicable  in  case  the  trend  was 
to  be  carried  further. 

Since  which  the  following  additions  to  the 
list  have  been  suggested  by  readers: 

The  Violet — Russell  Birdwell. 

The  Grab — Jimmy  Starr. 

The  Finger — Alex  Evelove. 

The  Telephone — Chuck  Daggett. 

The  Stall — Les  Kaufman. 

The  Echo — Les  Peterson. 

The  Murmur — Henry  Rogers. 

The  Muscle — Larry  Ginsberg. 

The  Pigeon — Arch  Reeve. 


After  viewing  its  two  hours  and  eight  min- 
utes of  magnificence  and  prolixity,  one  might 
suggest  that  the  20th  Century-Fox  epic  be 
retitled: 

“A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn — and  Grows, 
and  Grows,  and  Grows.” 


Defense  workers  and  service  men’s  families 
in  southern  California  are  forced  to  struggle 
for  a place  to  live.  They  are  told  that  the 
drastic  housing  shortage  is  caused  by  a pau- 
city of  building  materials  and  manpower. 

With  jaundiced  eyes,  such  homeless  ones 
will  view  the  following  tidbits  from  Selznick’s 
press  department: 

“Construction  of  five  miles  of  road  and 
three  bridges  from  the  main  highway  to  the 
location  site  of  David  O.  Selznick’s  ‘Duel  in 
the  Sun,’  40  miles  east  of  Tucson,  Ariz.,  was 
completed  yesterday.” 

“An  extra  crew  of  carpenters  was  engaged 
over  weekend  at  location  site  of  David  O. 
Selznick’s  ‘Duel  in  the  Sun,’  40  miles  east 
of  Tucson,  Ariz.,  to  construct  interiors  which 
will  be  used  as  cover  sets  in  event  of  bad 
weather.” 

Which  is  anything  but  good  public  rela- 
tions for  motion  pictures  and  their  producers. 

Perhaps  that  early-days  film-maker  had 
something  when  he  said,  “A  tree’s  a tree,  a 
rock’s  a rock!  Shoot  it  in  Griffith  Park!” 


As  further  proof  that  the  captain  hates 
the  sea,  witness  the  militant  Screen  Pub- 
licists Guild. 

Few  indeed  are  the  Hollywood  unions — 
from  the  powerful  Screen  Actors  Guild  down 
the  line — that  do  not  maintain  some  sort  of 
a public  and  trade  relations  department  or 
liaison. 

Paradoxically  prominent  among  that  few 
is  the  SPG,  every  member  of  which  allegedly 
is  a publicity  man  or  woman. 


“WILDE  GOES  NORTH  ON 

‘REMEMBER’  CAMPAIGN” 
— Whitney  Bolton  headline. 
The  call  of  the  Wilde. 


Pessis  and  Ettinger,  personal  press  agents 
for  Queen  Louella  Parsons,  reveal  that  the 
author — spare  the  mark — of  “The  Gay  Illiter- 
ate,” is  about  to  endow  the  literary  world 
with  another  gem  to  be  titled  “Some  of  My 
Best  Friends  Are  Actors.” 

To  help  exploit  the  tome,  it  is  suggested 
that  those  “friends”  hold  a convention — in 
the  second  telephone  booth  of  the  Biltmore 
Hotel. 
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A PLEASANT  SUBJECT — For  this  group  of  west  coast  district  managers, 
other  Altec  engineers  and  technicians  the  study  of  electronic  apparatus  was  pleas- 
ant, judging  from  the  glimpse,  above,  caught  by  the  camera  at  Altec’s  Hollywood 
laboratory. 

From  left  to  right  on  the  front  row  are:  R.  W.  Flygare,  Salt  Lake  City;  S.  M. 
Pariseau  and  R.  A.  Quinn,  both  of  Los  Angeles,  and  W.  E.  Gregory,  Seattle. 

On  the  second  row  are  J.  K.  Hilliard  and  J.  B.  Lansing. 


Theatres  File  Claim 
For  a Tax  Refund 

LOS  ANGELES — As  an  initial  step  in  the 
legal  battle  by  Fox  West  Coast  circuit  to 
test  the  constitutionality  of  ordinances  re- 
cently passed  by  several  suburban  commun- 
ities imposing  a local  admission  tax  on  the- 
atre tickets,  the  chain’s  Redondo  and  Strand 
at  Redondo  Beach  have  filed  with  the  city 
council  of  that  community  a claim  for  a 
tax  refund  of  $7,947. 

The  claim  is  for  a sum  paid  to  that  city 
at  the  rate  of  one  cent  per  admission  ticket. 
Monthly  payment  of  the  tax  has  been  made 
under  protest  by  the  theatres  since  incep- 
tion of  the  ordinance  on  Oct.  20,  1943. 

The  tax,  the  claim  contends,  is  “discrimi- 
natory, excessive,  unreasonable  and  is  in 
violation  of  both  the  U.S.  and  California 
constitutions.”  Enactment  of  the  ordinance, 
it  avers,  has  required  one  class  of  persons 
and  business  to  be  taxed  at  rates  far  in 
excess  of  those  levied  upon  others.  It  is 
further  asserted  that  the  one-cent-per-ticket 
ordinance  put  two  film  houses,  the  Redondo 
and  Strand  theatres,  in  the  position  of  hav- 
ing to  supply  approximately  25  per  cent  of 
all  the  license  fees  collected  from  all  busi- 
ness in  Redondo  Beach  in  addition  to  pay- 
ing substantial  city,  state  and  federal  taxes. 

Theatre  officials  point  out  that  because  of 
the  heavy  tax  burden  placed  upon  the  two 
theatres  they  have  been  forced  to  collect 
the  tax  from  the  patrons  and  since  they 
cannot  possibly  refund  the  tax  to  their  in- 
dividual patrons  if  successful  in  legal  pro- 
ceedings to  have  the  ordinance  declared  in- 
valid and  set  aside  as  unconstitutional,  the 
refunded  money  will  be  given  to  the  recre- 
ational fund  or  Some  worthy  civic  or  char- 
itable project  of  the  city  of  Redondo. 

A Landmark  at  Pasadena 
Is  Gutted  by  Flames 

PASADENA — The  Fair  Oaks  Theatre,  85 
North  Fair  Oaks  Ave.,  was  gutted  by  a blaze 
of  undiscovered  origin  which  destroyed  all 
equipment  and  the  house’s  500  seats.  The 
showcase,  managed  by  George  Haines,  was  a 
local  landmark  and  the  original  home  of  the 
Pasadena  Community  Playhouse,  but  had 
been  showing  films  since  1925.  According 
to  Haines,  immediate  plans  are  under  way 
for  the  building’s  reconstruction. 


Paramounteers  Dominate 
Coast-Coast  Traveling 

Paramounteers  continued  to  dominate  the 
limited  news  about  coast-to-coast  treks  by 
home  office  and  studio  executives. 

Joseph  H.  Hazen,  president  of  Hal  Wallis 
Productions,  arrived  in  Hollywood  from  New 
York  to  confer  with  Wallis  and  Paramount 
executives  on  first  of  the  Wallis  productions 
for  Paramount  release  which  are  now  being 
scored.  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution;  Robert 
M.  Gillham,  national  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity,  and  George  Smith,  western 
division  sales  manager,  left  here  for  San 
Francisco,  as  their  first  stop  on  a tour  of 
the  company’s  key  exchanges.  During  their 
week  in  Hollywood,  they  conferred  with  studio 
heads  and  viewed  a number  of  the  company’s 
completed  pictures.  Russell  Holman,  eastern 
production  head,  and  John  Byram,  chief  of 
the  play  department,  planned  to  remain  here 
until  February  5. 

Spyros  Skouras,  20th -Fox  president,  was  at 
the  Westwood  studio  for  a series  of  powwows 
with  Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck,  production  chiefs. 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
distribution  for  Vanguard  Films,  and  David 
O.  Selznick  enterprises,  arrived  from  New 
York  to  confer  with  Selznick  regarding  na- 
tional distribution  problems. 

Back  at  the  studio  following  home  office 
huddles  was  Ben  Thau,  Metro  production  ex- 
ecutive. Accompanying  him  west,  Marvin 
Schenck,  the  company’s  eastern  talent  head, 
was  a studio  visitor. 

Columbia's  Nate  Spingold,  vice-president, 
was  conferring  with  studio  executives  while 
here  from  the  home  office. 

Roberto  D.  Socas,  head  of  the  foreign  sales 
department  of  PRC,  arrived  for  conferences 
with  Leon  Fromkess,  president,  regarding  fu- 
ture international  sales  policy.  Leo  J.  Mc- 
Carthy, general  sales  manager,  has  postponed 
his  trip  to  the  studio  for  two  weeks  and  will 
arrive  February  10. 

Samuel  Goldwyn  left  for  a three-week  visit 
to  New  York. 


Columbia  Requests  Academy 
To  Omit  Its  Pictures 

The  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences  has  been  requested  by  Columbia 
to  omit  its  pictures  from  the  academy’s  re- 
minder list  sent  out  to  voting  actors.  A let- 
ter asking  omission  was  sent  to  the  academy 
by  D.  G.  Cassell  for  the  studio. 


Fourteen  Stars  Appear 
At  Big  Birthday  Ball 

President  Roosevelt’s  annual  birthday  ball 
in  behalf  of  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign 
was  the  week’s  most  important  booking  for 
those  Hollywood  personalities  who  devote 
every  available  minute  to  aiding  the  war 
effort  and  other  worthy  causes.  A total  of 
14  stars  were  finally  recruited  for  the  trek 
to  the  nation’s  capital.  They  included 
Georgia  Carroll,  Kay  Kyser,  George  Murphy, 
Gale  Storm,  Charles  Bickford,  Joe  E.  Brown, 
Linda  Darnell,  Susanna  Foster,  Danny  Kaye, 
Alan  Ladd,  Veronica  Lake,  Margaret  O'Brien 
and  Monty  Wooley. 

The  stars,  whose  participation  was  arranged 
by  the  HVC,  were  scheduled  for  15  appear- 
ances in  the  two  days  of  functions  which 
climax  the  annual  polio  drive,  and  also  were 
to  visit  three  military  hospitals  in  the  capital 
area.  In  addition,  USO-Camp  Shows  hospital 
tour  routes  starting  from  Washington  were 
being  arranged  for  several  of  the  players  by 
the  war  department. 

Handling  the  Washington  tour  for  the  pic- 
ture industry  was  the  public  information 
committee.  Paul  Harrison,  assistant  to  Secre- 
tary Arch  Reeve,  was  directly  in  charge  of  the 
trip,  aided  by  Teet  Carle  of  Paramount. 

Launching  the  biggest  single  hospital  en- 
tertainment venture  ever  set  up  by  HVC  and 
USO-Camp  Shows,  Kay  Kyser  was  scheduled 
for  a four-week  tour  of  GI  installations  with 
a troupe  of  31  musicians  and  performers. 
With  him  will  be  Georgia  Carroll,  Ish  Kabib- 
ble,  The  Town  Criers,  Dolly  Mitchell,  Don 
Leslie,  Burdette  Moore  and  his  full  orchestra. 

The  troupe  was  to  open  at  Walter  Reed 
General  Hospital  in  Washington  February  1, 
with  stops  scheduled  at  15  army  and  navy 
hospitals  before  returning  to  Los  Angeles 
February  27. 

Screen  Club  History  Will 
Be  Compiled  in  a Book 

DENVER  — The  history  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Screen  Club  will  be  made  the  sub- 
ject matter  for  a book  to  be  published  this 
fall.  The  board  of  directors  voted  $1,000  to 
start  the  work,  which  suggestion  came  from 
A.  P.  Archer,  one  of  the  members  and  a 
partner  in  Civic  Theatres,  Denver. 

Plans  call  for  a well  arranged  and  beau- 
tifully bound  book  which  would  contain  the 
full  history  of  the  club,  its  members  and  more 
particularly,  the  club  activities  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  to  now.  Archer  explained 
to  the  board  that  the  industry  and  the  club 
participated  in  many  important  civic  and 
patriotic  activities,  that  its  members  had 
such  an  important  part  in  the  advancement 
on  innumerable  war,  educational,  charitable 
and  patriotic  drives  that  this  record  should 
be  carefully  compiled  and  published  in  one 
volume. 

Temporarily  titled  “History  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Screen  Club,”  the  book  will  be  sold 
throughout  the  nation  and  placed  in  li- 
braries. Research  will  start  at  once  by  a 
committee  composed  of  Archer,,  chairman, 
and  Bob  Hill,  Joe  Ashby,  Ted  Halmi,  Harold 
Rice  and  Robert  Garland. 


Cops  Still  Seek  Robbers 

SUNNYVALE,  CALIF.— Police  Chief  Bert 
White  said  here  recently  his  “lads  ara.elosely 
eyeing  all  angles”  in  the  unsolved  Sunny- 
vale Theatre  robbery  which  netted  burglars 
almost  $15, C00. 


Bandit  Robs  Cashier 

HUNTINGTON  PARK,  CALIF.— A masked 
bandit  held  up  Wilma  Wallace,  16-year-old 
cashier  at  the  Florencita  Theatre  and  robbed 
her  of  $35. 
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WESTERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


"Have"  Hefty  in  Trio 
Of  Los  Angeles  Runs 

LOS  ANGELES — Warners’  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  went  over  the  top  in  the  week’s 
first  run  grosses,  pegging  200  per  cent  at  the 
Hollywood,  Downtown  and  Wiltern  theatres. 
The  runnerup,  with  175,  was  International- 
RKO’s  “The  Woman  in  the  Window”  and 
Columbia’s  “Tahiti  Nights”  teaming  at  the 
Hillstreet  and  Pantages;  while  Paramount’s 
“Frenchman’s  Creek,”  in  its  encore  at  the 
Hollywood  Paramount,  snagged  150.  Balance 
of  first  runners  hovered  just  above  the  aver- 
age mark. 

(Average  is  100) 

Chinese  and  Uptown — The  Keys  ©1  the  Kingdom 


(20th-Fox),  2nd  wk -100 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — To  Have 

and  Have  Not  (WB)  200 

Downtown  Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek 

(Para),  2nd  wk 118 

Egyptian  and  Ritz — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis 

(M-G-M),  4th  wk 100 

Four  Star,  United  Artists  and  Wilshire — Three  Is 
a Family  (UA);  They  Shall  Have  Faith  (Mono)  100 

Hillstreet  and  Pantages — The  Woman  in  the 

Window  (RKO);  Tahiti  Nights  (Col)...  175 

Hollywood  Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek 

(Para),  2nd  wk 150 

Los  Angeles — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk 110 

State — The  Keys  ol  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 125 


“Song  to  Remember"  Takes  Top  Honors 
In  Big  Week  at  San  Francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO— “A  Song  to  Remember” 
took  top  honors  last  week  with  a 225  per 
cent  barometer  reading.  Playing  at  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre,  the  preopening  publicity 
and  advertising  was  something  worth  re- 
membering. The  film  opened  to  a capacity 
audience  and  continued  to  pull  the  patrons 
in.  A remarkable  picture  in  its  production 
angle,  the  film,  as  so  many  critics  pointed 
out,  was  definitely  unauthentic  in  its  story 
value  but  the  public  cares  not.  A close  sec- 
ond for  the  week’s  honors  was  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  at  the  Fox  Theatre,  pulling  in  a 
neat  220  per  cent.  The  average  amount  of 
publicity  and  advertising  were  expended  on 
this  film. 


Fox — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 220 

Golden  Gate — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

plus  stage  show,  2nd  wk 150 

Orpheum — A Song  to  Remember  (Col) 225 

Paramount — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and 

Gay  (Para);  Army  Wives  (Mono) 140 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk r 120 

St.  Francis — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para); 

Dangerous  Journey  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 120 

United  Artists — Guest  in  the  House  (UA); 

Hi  Beautiful  (Univ),  3rd  wk.... 110 

Warfield — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para),  plus 

Ella  May  Morse  on  stage  130 


Sullivan  a Handy  Man 
With  a Shootin'  Iron 

BURLINGAME,  CALIF.— Ed  Sullivan,  the 
Peninsula  Theatre’s  manager,  is  a man  who 
doesn’t  like  pigeons  fluttering  around  in  his 
theatre. 

So,  one  recent  Sunday  morning  the  fire 
department  got  a call  from  Sullivan  who 
said  there  was  a pigeon  in  the  theatre.  The 
firemen  got  up  on  ladders  and  made  passes 
at  the  pigeon,  but  didn’t  get  very  far.  Then 
somebody  produced  a .22  calibre  rifle.  Sulli- 
van took  it  and  aimed  at  the  bird  which  was 
flying  around  the  ceiling  of  the  theatre — 
about  150  feet  from  the  marksman,  the  fire- 
men thought. 

He  fired  and  the  pigeon  fell  dead  with  a 
bullet  through  its  neck. 


Upland  Theatre  Sold 

UPLAND,  CALIF. — W.  G.  McKinney  of  Los 
Angeles  recently  purchased  the  Upland  Thea- 
tre from  W.  E.  Meyers,  Montrose.  Homer 
Grear,  present  manager,  will  continue  in 
that  capacity. 


Previously  as  superin- 
tendent of  city  schools 
in  Three  Forks,  Mont., 
and  a high  school 
teacher  there,  Homer 
C.  Thompson  pur- 
chased his  first  thea- 
tre in  1919  and  re- 
mained with  the  in- 
dustry to  this  day.  A 
graduate  of  Montana 
State  College,  Thomp- 
son is  mayor  of  Three 
Forks  and  chairman 
of  the  school  board.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  both  past  mas- 
ter and  treasurer  of  the  Masons.  His  chief 
diversion  is  raising  tomatoes,  when  he  can 
spare  the  time  away  from  the  Ruby  Theatre. 
Son  Homer  is  a lieutenant  in  the  army. 


A visit  to  the  Edison 
studio  in  1889,  where 
he  saw  the  Mutoscope 
pictures,  started 
Frederick  Mercy  sr.  as 
an  exhibitor.  When  he 
saw  Harris’s  nickel- 
odeon in  Pittsburgh, 
he  decided  to  open  a 
theatre  there  and  later 
two  more.  His  first 
film  theatre  was  the 
first  Chinese  house  in 
San  Francisco,  opened 
in  1908.  He  now  has  seven  houses  in  the 
northwest:  Yakima,  Ellensburg,  Toppenish, 
Walla  Walla,  ’Sunnyside,  Kennewick  and 
Pasco,  Wash.,  with  15,000  seats.  He  lives  at 
Yakima,  where  he  is  a bank  director  and  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  board. 


John  H.  Miller  en- 
tered the  theatre  busi- 
ness in  1913  and  soon 
tired  of  working  at 
Heber  City,  Utah.  Later 
he  acquired  the  Royal, 
Lehi,  Utah;  Cameo, 
Grove  and  Pleasant 
Grove,  American  Fork, 
where  he  lives.  He  is 
active  in  civic  affairs 
as  member  of  the 
county  welfare  board; 
president  of  the  Lions 
for  one  year,  and  a city  councilman  at  both 
Heber  City  and  American  Fork.  Son  J.  Clif- 
ford manages  the  Royal;  another,  Sgt. 
Keith  D.,  is  in  France.  He  has  five 
daughters.  Hale  and  hearty  westerner,  he 
believes  in  the  motion  picture  industry. 


At  Kalispell,  Mont., 

R.  D.  McDaniel,  part- 
ner in  the  operation 
of  the  Roxy  Theatre, 
has  been  known  since 
1918,  when  he  first  be- 
came an  exhibitor,  as 
“Mack”  or  “Roxy,” 
and  as  one  of  the 
state’s  most  active  fig- 
ures in  the  preserva- 
tion of  wildlife.  Fish- 
ing and  hunting  are 
his  hobbies,  and  he  in- 
sists game  should  be  fed  in  the  winter.  The 
Roxy  led  the  state  in  the  Fifth  War  Loan 
drive  with  $60,000  in  sales — quite  a feat  for 
a 400-seat  house.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Elks  and  the  Montana  Exhibitors  Ass’n  as 
well  as  of  local  civic  organizations. 


In  1908,  when  he  still 
lived  in  North  Dakota, 
Jens  M.  Hansen  de- 
cided there  was  a fu- 
ture in  exhibition.  He 
tried  other  business 
lines,  but  insists  noth- 
ing is  so  interesting. 
Later  he  moved  to 
Deer  Lodge,  Mont., 
where  he  operates  the 
Rialto  and  Orpheum 
and  served  14  years  in 
the  city  administra- 
tion. In  1940  he  was  ITOA  of  Montana  presi- 
dent. He  belongs  to  the  Masons,  Rotary  and 
Moose.  Son  Harold  is  a circuit  manager; 
another  is  in  the  army.  He  has  three  daugh- 
ters. Since  the  war’s  start  he  has  given  up 
fishing  and  hunting. 


C.  E.  Huish  made 
the  transition  from 
newspaper  publisher 
at  Eureka,  Utah,  to 
exhibitor  without  ex- 
pecting to.  He  tried  to 
mediate  between  two 
rival  exhibitors  who 
were  unsuccessful  and 
wound  up  buying  them 
out.  Now  he  has  12 
houses  in  Price,  Hel- 
per, Sunnyside,  Rich- 
field, Mt.  Pleasant, 

Fairview,  Eureka,  Spanish  Fork  and  Pay- 
son,  Utah,  with  son-in-law  V.  A,  Gilhool  as 
partner.  He  was  an  organizer  of  the  Inter- 
mountain  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n.  A cham- 
pion trapshooter,  he  lives  at  Salt  Lake  City 
and  belongs  to  six  sportsmen’s  organizations. 


B.  J.  Callahan  of 
Seaside,  Ore.,  had  his 
first  taste  of  the  pic- 
ture business  in  1904, 
when  he  ran  the 
Nickelodeon,  later  the 
Critic  Theatre  and 
subsequently  the 
Strand.  About  five 
years  ago,  Callahan 
built  the  new  Times. 
He  is  now  operating 
both  the  Times  and 
Strand.  To  everyone 
in  this  exchange  territory  he  is  known  as 
“Dad.”  Formerly  a county  commissioner,  he 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Elks.  Today,  81 
years  old,  he  is  an  enthusiastic  physical  cul- 
turalist.  His  muscles  are  hard  as  steel  and 
his  brain  sharp  as  a razor. 


Acting  as  chief  clerk  for 
the  Union  Pacific  be- 
gan to  pall  on  Irvin  H. 

Harris  early  in  1921, 
so  he  decided  to  take 
over  a theatre  in 
Evanston,  Wyo.  Now 
he  is  general  man- 
ager of  the  Harris- 
Voeller  interests  with 
ten  theatres,  and  two 
hotels.  His  home  is  at 
Burley,  Idaho.  Out- 
side interests  are 
varied,  the  Idaho  state  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; treasurer,  Cassia  County  Fair  Board; 
treasurer,  Burley  USO;  county  chairman, 
Committee  for  Economic  Development;  Bur- 
ley Chamber  of  Commerce;  director,  Idaho 
State  Taxpayers’  League. 
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Owner  of  "First  Traveling  Theatre' 
Finds  Steady  Exhibition  the  Best 


FERNDALE,  CALIF.— Since  August  of  last 
:ar,  A.  L.  Brown  has  owned  and  operated 
the  Hart  Theatre  here, 
settling  down  from 
a colorful  career  in 
show  business  which 
began  for  him  in 
1910.  It  was  then  he 
started  up  in  Pierre, 
S.  D.,  a time  which  he 
describes  as  one  when 
one  had  to  make  his 
own  advertising  with 
a paint  brush.  Brown 
owned  one  exhibition 
model  Edison  projec- 
tor at  the  time  and 
ran  two-reel  pictures 
— when  he  could  get  them.  Then  he  moved 
to  Belle  Fourche,  S.  D.,  which  he  describes 
as  being  at  that  time  “a  wild  and  wooly 
town  in  the  Black  Hills.”  However,  he  had 
a nice  little  show  house  there  for  a number 
of  years. 

After  being  out  of  theatre  business  for 
eight  years — and  not  a very  good  period  for 
Brown  from  a financial  standpoint — he  want- 
ed to  get  back.  He  found,  however,  that 
every  theatre  building  in  the  country  was 


running  and  prices  on  theatres  were  high, 
so  he  built,  on  wheels,  what  was  known  as 
the  “World’s  First  Traveling  Theatre.”  It 
was  modern  even  to  air  conditioning  and 
sound  effects,  held  60  people  in  comfortable 
upholstered  seats  and  had  a small  stage. 
This  was  in  the  late  1930s. 

In  this  Brown  started  from  South  Dakota 
for  the  west  coast,  showing  along  the  way. 
He  owned  enough  films  to  change  every  day 
for  a week  and  landed  finally  in  Chehalis, 
Wash.,  out  of  which  he  operated  for  a while. 

One  night  the  unique  theatre  caught  fire 
and  burned  to  the  ground,  se  Brown  moved 
to  Oakland,  Calif.,  where  he  became  mana- 
ger of  the  Broadway  Theatre  and  saved  his 
money  to  buy  another  show  of  his  own.  That 
dream  was  realized  last  summer  when  he 
bought  the  Hart,  and  he  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  all  paid  for  and  he  is  doing 
fine.  His  son,  Alva  LeRoy  Brown  jr.,  aged 
16,  helps  him  run  it. 

“This  is  the  life,”  says  Brown,  who  was 
born  in  1878  and  now  finds  a theatre  that 
stays  in  one  place  a little  more  relaxing.  “I 
like  this  mountain  country  and  there  is  won- 
derful salmon  fishing.  Good  hunting,  too — 
deer,  ducks  and  quail  here.  After  35  years 
in  show  business,  I am  entitled  to  play  a 
little,  seems  to  me.” 


A.  L.  BROWN 


Guy  Gunderson  Is  Feted 
By  Filmrow  Friends 

LOS  ANGELES — Filmrow  friends  gave  a 
testimonial  dinner  at  the  Elks  Club  recently 
in  honor  of  Guy  Gunderson  who  resigned 
from  United  Artists  after  a 25-year  associa- 
tion as  salesman.  Mike  Rosenberg,  president 
of  Principal  Theatres,  acted  as  emcee  and 
introduced  Fred  Stein,  representing  the  Va- 
riety Club,  who  presented  the  guest  of  honor 
with  an  engraved  gold  watch. 

Participating  in  the  program  with  brief 
tribute  speeches  were:  Dr.  Wallace  Clark, 
who,  on  behalf  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  honored 
Gunderson  with  a gold  pin  for  his  15  years’ 
leadership  of  that  organization’s  local  troupe; 
Andy  Krappman  and  Lou  Anger,  20th-Fox 
representative:  Dave  Bershon,  Fox  West 
Coast  partner;  Martin  “Mac”  McCarthy  of 
the  Salesmen's  Ass’n;  Ben  Bronstein,  local 
exhibitor;  John  Filbert,  theatre  supply 
dealer;  Lieut.  Carl  Collins;  W.  E.  Callaway; 
Leslie  Swope,  Hollywood  Amusement  Co., 
who  presented  Gunderson  a $500  war  bond 
and  a scroll  signed  by  300  friends  and  asso- 
ciates, and  Billy  Sobelman,  former  exhibi- 
tor, who  gave  a skit  assisted  by  Bill  Quinn. 


Montana  Salon  Drafting 
Theatre  License  Bill 

HELENA,  MONT.— A bill  to  fix  an  annual 
license  fee  rather  than  the  present  tax  on 
gross  earnings  will  be  introduced  in  the 
Montana  legislature  by  Representative  Hor- 
ligan  who  said  state  earnings  under  the  new 
measure  would  average  about  $28,400  an- 
nually. 

Horrigan  said  present  revenue  in  theatre 
taxes  amounts  to  between  $26,500  and  $30,000. 
Under  the  present  law  44  theatres  of  the 
state  pay  no  tax  because  of  exemptions  on 
earned  income. 

Horrigan,  himself  a theatre  operator,  pro- 
poses to  fix  a schedule  of  license  fees  rang- 
ing from  $5  annually  for  a single  theatre  to 
$1,000  each  for  a circuit  of  ten  or  more 
houses. 


Back  From  New  York 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— George  Derrick,  of- 
fice manager  of  the  local  branch  of  M-G-M, 
has  returned  from  New  York,  where  he 
attended  a meeting  of  branch  managers  at 
the  home  office. 


Pretty  Picture  of  Bond  Drive 


SAN  FRANCISCO — The  following  report  was  issued  by  Rotus  Harvey,  general  chair- 
man of  the  northern  California  WAC: 


No.  Theatres 

Value 

Reporting 

Units  Sold 

Maturity 

Bond  premieres*  

228 

253,671 

$25,970,529 

Stage  show  premieres  

6 

16,925 

2,620,285 

Kiddies’  matineesf  

28 

13,391 

777,739 

262 

283,987 

$29,368,553 

Free  Movie  Day  

Bonds  sold  during  drive  exclusive  of 

166 

6,523 

464,238 

special  events  

138 

14,086 

1,794,931 

Total  bonds  sold  by  theatres  from 

Nov.  20  to  Dec.  31,  1944 

304,596 

$31,627,722 

* 240  bond  premieres  held,  12  reports  missing, 
f 33  kiddies’  matinees  held,  5 reports  missing. 


"Dinner"  and  "Lady" 
Take  Denver  Lead 

DENVER — -“Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier” 
with  “The  Fighting  Lady”  at  the  Paramount 
clipped  off  the  best  percentage.  A neat  ex- 
ploitation whereby  families  entertaining  sol- 
diers or  sailors  were  given  passes  to  see  the 
show  garnered  much  newspaper  space  and 
aided  in  the  big  gross. 

(Average  is  100) 

Aladdin — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Adventures 

of  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono),  3rd  d.  t.  wk..... 165 

Denham — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 
(Para),  2nd  wk.;  One  Body  Too  Many  (Para).. .125 

Denver — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 160 

Esquire — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 170 

Orpheum — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  My  Gal 

Loves  Music  (Univ)  v 140 

Pai  amount — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th- 

Fox);  The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 185 

Rialto — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  4th  d.  t.  wk 160 


“Tomorrow"-"Falcon"  Dual  to  250 
While  Seattle  Gives  “Tars”  200 

SEATTLE— Very  cold  weather  and  soupy 
foggy  evenings  hurt  business  somewhat  last 
week.  However,  most  theatres  reported  above 
average  business. 


Blue  Mouse — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para);  The 

Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  5th  wk 150 

Fifth  Avenue  and  Music  Hall — And  Now  Tomorrow 
(Para);  The  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO) 250 


Liberty — Tahiti  Nights  (Col);  Dancing  in 

Manhattan  (Col)  100 

Music  Box — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO), 

2nd  wk - HO 

Orpheum — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter 

Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  2nd  wk 130 

Palomar — The  Great  Mike  (PRC),  plus  Tars  and 
Spars  with  Victor  Mature  in  person  on  stage. ...200 
Paramount — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

3rd  wk 150 


Two  Salt  Lake  City  Holdovers  Lead 
Grosses  in  Satisfactory  Week 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  — Theatre  patronage 
was  especially  satisfactory  currently.  Many 
holdovers  were  doing  good  business. 

Capitol — Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ); 

Dead  Man's  Eyes  (Univ)  130 

Centre — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  2nd  wk 175 

Lyric — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB), 

reissue,  plus  stage  show  175 

State— The  Vigilantes  Ride  (Rep);  Up  in  Mabel's 

Room  (UA),  return  engagement  140 

Studio — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  4th  wk 150 

Utah— The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 145 

Uptown — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) 150 

Paramount  Conference 
At  Denver  February  1-2 

DENVER— Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount 
general  sales  manager,  will  preside  over  the 
February  1-2  meeting  of  salesmen,  bookers 
and  managers  of  the  Omaha,  Denver  and 
Salt  Lake  City  exchanges.  Sales  problems 
and  exploitation  difficulties  will  occupy  much 
of  the  time,  and  plans  will  be  discussed  of 
ways  and  means  in  which  to  cooperate  with 
the  war  effort.  Others  present  from  the 
Paramount  New  York  home  office  will  be 
G.  A.  Smith,  western  division  sales  manager; 
Claude  Lee,  head  of  public  relations,  and 
Robert  Gillham,  in  charge  of  advertising  and 
exploitation. 

Hugh  Braly,  district  manager,  will  head 
the  regional  groups.  Others — 

From  Salt  Lake  City:  Frank  H.  Smith, 
manager;  Allan  Heid,  James  French,  Wayne 
Thiroit  and  Dave  Frazer,  salesmen;  Cal 
Halstrom,  booker. 

From  Omaha:  J.  T.  McBride,  manager; 
Wayne  Stephenson  and  Ike  Rubin,  salesmen, 
and  William  Haarrman,  booker. 

Denver:  Harry  Haas,  manager;  C.  J. 

Duer,  Conrad  F.  Rose  and  Jack  Felix,  sales- 
men, and  William  Sombar,  booker. 

A luncheon  will  be  held  at  the  Brown 
Palace  Hotel  February  2 for  theatre  and  film 
men. 


Walter  Brennan  to  "Stolen  Life" 

Walter  Brennan  has  been  inked  for  War- 
ners’ “Stolen  Life.” 
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fNne  of  C.  U.  (Bank  Night)  Yaeger’s  horses, 
Corona  Corona,  won  a race  at  Tijuana, 
Mexico.  The  horse  came  in  first  beating  the 
track  record  by  a fifth  of  a second.  Another 
of  his  horses  came  in  second  in  a later  race. 

The  government,  which  has  an  ordnance 
depot  at  Igloo,  S.  D„  has  taken  over  the  post 
theatre  there  and  will  operate  it  principally 
for  employes  and  members  of  the  armed 
forces.  The  house  has  been  operated  by 
P.  A.  Gorman  and  managed  by  Jack  McCoy. 

Ray  Glenn  is  now  managing  the  Plaza  . . . 
state  legislators  were  given  their  usual  passes, 
good  at  any  Denver  theatre,  for  the  duration 
of  the  legislature  and,  according  to  reports, 
are  making  use  of  them. 

More  out-of-town  exhibitors  than  usual 
were  seen  on  the  Row.  These  included  E.  M. 
Anstey,  Roy,  N.  M.;  J.  H.  Roberts,  Fort  Mor- 
gan; Fred  Lind,  Rifle;  Ray  Katzenbach, 
Brush;  George  Tucker,  Albuquerque;  Fay  L. 
Gardner,  Curtis,  Neb.;  James  Hughes,  Yuma; 
Albert  L.  Phares,  Palisade,  Neb.;  Fred  Ander- 
son, Eaton;  J.  I.  Richards,  Windsor;  Neal 
Beazley,  Burlington;  Kenneth  Powell,  Wray, 
and  Harry  Sachs,  Dallas. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


fl  special  broadcast  for  the  March  of  Dimes, 
featuring  Jack  Benny,  Bing  Crosby,  Frank 
Sinatra,  Judy  Garland,  Edgar  Bergen,  Joan 
Edwards  and  John  Scott  Trotter’s  orchestra, 
was  aired  via  KGO  and  the  Blue  network 
January  30. 

Ann  Holden,  heard  daily  by  thousands  in 
northern  California  via  station  KGO  will  ap- 
pear as  guest  at  the  Women’s  Club  in  Carmel 
February  5 discussing  “Celebrities  Are  Nice 
People.”  Amusing  anecdotes  on  notables  she 
has  interviewed  on  her  air  show  will  be 
related  by  Miss  Holden. 

With  serious  damage  being  done  to  seats 
and  other  property  at  the  Strand  Theatre, 
Gilboy,  Manager  William  Smeltzer  is  making 
every  effort  to  find  the  guilty  persons.  He 
offered  a $100  war  bond  as  a reward  to  any- 
one furnishing  evidence  leading  to  the  arrest 
and  conviction  of  the  culprits.  The  vandals 
have  cut  seat  covers,  started  fires  in  the  up- 
holstering and  otherwise  damaged  furniture 
and  property. 

Worth  mentioning  was  the  terrific  tieup  of 
“A  Song  to  Remember,”  playing  at  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre,  with  the  City  of  Paris  de- 
partment store  display  window.  Records  of 
Chopin  compositions  and  stills  of  George 
Sand  were  on  display.  A very  “super”  win- 
dow and  cause  of  much  favorable  comment. 

Up  from  Los  Angeles  to  attend  Para- 
mount’s western  sales  huddle  January  29-30 
were  Del  Goodman,  district  manager;  C.  J. 
Bell,  branch  manager,  and  I.  G.  White,  N.  C. 
Buries,  J.  J.  Curry  and  V.  W.  Murphy,  sales- 
men. 

“The  Rainbow,”  sensational  Soviet  film 
adapted  from  the  Stalin  prize  novel  by 
Wanda  Wasilewska,  was  held  for  a second 
week  to  capacity  audiences  at  the  Larkin 
Theatre  . . . Following  marvelous  reviews 
and  suggestions  by  local  critics  the  film  “The 
Fighting  Lady”  returns  to  Market  St.  at  the 
State  Theatre  following  an  absence  of  sev- 
eral weeks  after  its  initial  showing  at  the 
AVarfield  Theatre. 


Espy  Quits  Selznick 

Reeves  Espy  has  resigned  as  general  man- 
ager of  the  Myron  Selznick  agency  to  join 
B.  G.  De  Sylva  at  Paramount  in  an  execu- 
tive capacity. 


Give  and  Take  Deal  to  Kill 
Colorado  Service  Bill 

DENVER— The  bill  to  kill  the  state  serv- 
ice law,  which  among  other  things  levied  a 
two  per  cent  tax  on  all  admissions  over  five 
cents,  has  passed  the  senate  and  is  before 
the  house. 

Leaders  in  the  house  say  they  will  not  do 
anything  about  it  until  the  senate  passes  the 
house  bill  to  do  away  with  sales  tax  tokens. 

However,  it  is  expected  pressure  will  be 
strong  enough  to  force  the  killing  of  the 
service  tax  before  the  session  ends. 


SALT  LAKE  C/TY 

TJ  C.  Fuller  and  his  local  sales  force  were 
back  at  the  Sheffield  Republic  offices 
after  a rousing  sales  meeting  in  Hollywood 
. . . Henry  M.  Herbel  spent  a few  days  in 
Salt  Lake  City  recently  as  did  Representa- 
tive Saxon  from  the  Warner  Bros,  head- 
quarters. 

Branch  Manager  Giff  Davison,  Office 
Manager  L.  S.  Winward  and  the  entire  RKO 
sales  staff  attended  a regional  convention 
on  the  coast  . . . Manager  Bill  Seib,  Co- 
lumbia, was  in  New  York  a few  days  at- 
tending the  national  annual  convention  there. 

“The  Harvey  Girls”  starring  Judy  Gar- 
land is  now  being  filmed  in  southern  Utah 
. . . Talks  and  demonstrations  stressing  im- 
portance of  visual  aids  in  Sunday  school 
instruction  by  Dr.  F.  S.  Montgomery,  Kan- 
sas City,  Kas.,  director  of  the  bureau  of 
visual  instruction.  University  of  Kansas,  and 
Dr.  Adam  S.  Bennion  highlighted  the  open- 
ing session  of  a two -day  Sunday  school  union 
board’s  institute  here.  Nearly  a thousand 
teachers  were  present  to  study  the  newest 
developments  in  instruction  by  use  of  mo- 
tion pictures. 

M-G-M’s  “National  Velvet”  is  being  ex- 
ploited with  a good  deal  of  advance  pub- 
licity by  local  news  sheet#  . . . Clark  Gable’s 
motion  picture,  “Combat  America,”  is  being 
shown  locally  by  civic  organizations  at  the 
present  time. 

Greek  Relief  Ass'n  Puts 
Sturdivant  on  Board 

SAN  FRANCISCO— B.  V.  Sturdivant, 
northern  California  division  manaber  for  Fox 
West  Coast  Theatres,  has  been  elected  to 
the  national  board  of  directors  for  the  Greek 
Relief  Ass’n,  Inc.,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  K.  P.  Tsolainos  of  New  York,  na- 
tional secretary. 

“We  all  know  the  splendid  contribution 
Sturdivant  has  made  to  the  association  and 
have  always  considered  him  one  of  our  out- 
standing leaders,”  Tsolainos  said. 

Million  Dollar  Theatre 
Is  Damaged  by  Fire 

LOS  ANGELES — Eight  fire  companies  ex- 
tinguished a blaze  of  undetermined  origin 
in  the  sub  basement  of  Harry  Popkin’s  Mil- 
lion Dollar  Theatre,  307  South  Broadway. 
Damage  was  estimated  at  $2,500. 
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Dete  Higgins  has  opened  his  new  theatre, 
* the  Lake  City,  in  the  Lake  City  district, 
which  makes  four  houses  in  his  group  . . . 
George  L.  Eder,  exhibitor  from  Vashion 
Island,  died  recently  . . . Celia  Estill  is 
back  from  California  where  she  went  to  be 
with  her  hubby,  Lieut.  Bob  Estill,  at  a naval 
post.  While  there  Celia  was  injured  in  a 
taxicab  accident. 

Miriam  Dickey  is  here  from  Alaska.  She 
handles  business  details  for  Captain  Lathrop, 
who  owns  theatres,  radio  stations,  and  num- 
erous other  enterprises  in  the  north  . . . 
Neal  Walton  went  to  New  York  for  a Co- 
lumbia meeting  . . . A1  Fernandes,  exhibitor 
from  Pysht,  has  gone  into  the  service.  Gene 
Bunn  of  Montesano  will  supervise  Al’s  the- 
atres. 

Paul  McElhenny,  former  salesman  in  east- 
ern Washington  for  Republic,  has  been  ap- 
pointed sales  manager  at  the  Republic  ex- 
change here,  J.  T.  Sheffield,  franchise  hold- 
er, announced  . . . Bud  Denton,  with  Metro 
before  going  in  the  navy,  is  back  with  that 
company  following  his  discharge.  Bud  was 
severely  injured  in  a motor  accident  while 
in  the  service. 

Doris  Hubbard  has  resigned  as  chief  in- 
spector at  Metro  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  Emma  Peterson  . . . Betty  Mariatta  has 
succeeded  Phyllis  Meyer  in  the  publicity  de- 
partment at  Sterling  Theatres.  Phyllis  has 
gone  to  Alaska  on  a political  job  . . . Grover 
and  Wilma  Hendricks  are  parents  of  a baby 
boy.  Grover  is  manager  of  the  Venetian. 

Lieut.  Bob  Tomlinson  of  the  army  was 
home  on  leave  before  being  reassigned.  He 
is  the  son  of  Lewis  C.  Tomlinson  of  Re- 
public . . . Girls  in  the  auditing  department 
of  Evergreen  Theatres  gave  a dinner  for 
Mary  Ward  and  Merle  Myers,  two  members 
of  the  department  who  are  resigning.  Miss 
Ward  will  enter  a convent  near  Everett  to 
become  a nun  while  Merle  is  leaving  to  adopt 
two  children. 

Sam  Seigel  left  for  Los  Angeles,  then  Den- 
ver . . . Maxine  Leitch  of  Metro  is  leaving 
next  month  for  New  Orleans  where  her 
naval  hubby  is  stationed  . . . Lloyd  Lamb, 
PRC  franchise  holder,  left  for  New  York  to 
attend  a special  meeting  . . . Lieut.  Joe  Moore 
of  the  air  force  is  here  on  leave  after  com- 
pleting 35  missions  as  a bombardier  over 
Germany.  Moore  is  a theatre  owner  from 
Havre,  Mont.,  and  his  wife  is  working  at 
National  Screen  while  he  is  in  the  service. 

Maud  Richards  is  back  on  the  job  at  United 
Artists  after  being  home  a week  recovering 
from  a bad  fall  . . . Lorraine  Edmond  re- 
turned from  Chicago  where  she  spent  the 
holidays  with  her  husband  Herndon. 

Jack  Rosenberg  has  resigned  as  Orpheum 
manager  and  is  now  in  Laguna  Beach,  Calif., 
handling  theatres  for  his  brother  Mike.  Mar- 
vin Fox,  manager  of  the  Music  Hall,  has 
been  transferred  to  take  over  the  Orpheum; 
Delmo  Larison  moved  from  the  Coliseum  to 
the  Music  Hall;  Jack  Dudman  from  the 
Music  Box  to  the  Coliseum,  and  Bill  Gilson, 
assistant  manager  at  the  Orpheum,  is  now 
manager  of  the  Music  Box. 

Tom  Shearer  returned  from  the  Oregon 
trip  where  he  attended  the  opening  of  the 
new  Star  Theatre  in  Roseberg,  built  for 
Hemmila,  Radebaugh  & Schienk  . . . Frank 
L.  Newman  sr.  went  to  Palm  Springs,  Calif., 
for  a meeting  . . . A1  Rosenberg  went  to  Los 
Angeles. 


Helen  Mack  to  Cast  of  "Divorce" 

Helen  Mack  has  been  set  for  the  cast  of 
Monogram’s  “Divorce.” 
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Two  Theatres  Sold 
In  San  Jose  Deal 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  State  Theatre  in 
San  Jose  was  sold  last  week  to  San  Jose 
State  Theatre,  Inc.,  for  $267,500.  The  pur- 
chasers said  they  will  renovate  the  theatre 
after  the  war.  The  theatre  seats  1,725  per- 
sons and  was  sold  by  the  Southern  Develop- 
ment Corp.,  handlers  of  the  estate  of  the  late 
T.  S.  Montgomery.  Purchasers  are  a group 
of  San  Francisco  investors  who  incorporated 
last  month  with  L.  S.  Hamn,  B.  E.  Kragen, 
F.  E.  Cannon  and  B.  Platt  as  directors. 

Built  in  1918,  the  theatre  was  originally 
designed  for  road  shows  and  has  a large 
stage,  dressing  rooms  and  backdrops.  It  has 
been  under  a number  of  managerships,  being 
originally  operated  by  the  San  Jose  Hippo- 
drome Co.  Stock  of  this  company  was 
acquired  by  the  Liberty  Amusement  Co., 
headed  by  James  Beatty  of  San  Jose.  That 
firm  changed  the  name  of  the  theatre  to 
the  American. 

National  Theatres  acquired  the  lease  in 
1925  and  sold  it  in  1933  to  Redwood  Thea- 
tres, Inc.  In  1934  the  lease  was  taken  over 
by  the  St.  Claire  Theatres,  Inc. 

J.  R.  Saul,  San  Francisco  broker,  repre- 
sented the  buyers  in  the  recent  sale. 

The  Mission  theatre  here  also  was  sold  for 
$225,000,  to  the  San  Jose  Theatre  Corp.,  by 
the  Montgomery  estate. 

The  corporation  was  formed  14  years  ago 
and  composed  of  Los  Angeles  men  and  is 
reportedly  a subsidiary  of  Fox  West  Coast 
Theatres,  Inc.,  present  operators  of  the  Mis- 
sion. 

The  Mission,  built  in  1913,  underwent  a 
redecorating  and  seat  recapping  program  sev- 
eral months  ago.  The  theatre  was  first  leased 
by  the  Elite  Theatre  Corp.  In  1914  the  lease 
was  purchased  by  Turner  & Dahnken  and 
the  theatre  name  became  T&D.  The  name 
of  the  latter  concern  was  later  changed  to 
West  Coast  Theatres  of  Northern  California, 
Inc.,  which  subleased  the  theatre  to  Fox  West 
Coast. 

Ramish  Leaves  Riches 
To  Ken  and  Charity 

LOS  ANGELES  — The  will  of  Adolph 
Ramish,  one  of  the  founders  of  Fox  West 
Coast  Theatres,  was  filed  for  probate  in 
superior  court  here.  An  estate  estimated  at 
$250,000  was  bequeathed  to  relatives  and 
charity. 

Ramish,  who  was  the  developer  of  many 
Los  Angeles  business  properties,  died  at  his 
home  here  last  November  23  at  the  age  of  82. 

Ramish  bequeathed  $100,000  to  a half 
brother,  Ralph  Davis  and  $50,000  to  a niece, 
Helen  Speck  of  West  Los  Angeles  who  was 
his  secretary.  Davis  and  Miss  Speck  were 
named  executors. 

Twelve  charitable  organizations  received 
total  bequests  of  $127,000.  Bequests  amount- 
ing to  $20,000  to  $25,000  each  were  made  to 
the  following  relatives:  Mrs.  Ray  Davis, 
Ralph  Davis  jr.,  Blanch  Soloman,  Irene  Kal- 
mus,  Hazel  Barker  and  Edward  J.  Bernstein. 

Nasser  Bros.  Open  New 
House  in  Richmond 

RICHMOND,  CALIF. — Nasser  Bros.,  own- 
ers of  a circuit  of  11  theatres  in  the  north 
bay  area  opened  a new  theatre  here  late 
last  month. 

The  house  is  equipped  with  a Western 
Electric  sound  system,  opera  type  chairs  and 
a modern  heating  and  ventilating  system.  It 
has  a spacious  lobby  and  an  adjoining  park- 
ing lot. 


LOS  ANGELES 


The  Guild  Theatre  was  the  new  name  under 
A which  Fox  West  Coast  opened  the  re- 
cently acquired  and  remodeled  Music  Box, 
the  former  Hollywood  Blvd.  legitimate  play- 
house which  has  been  converted  into  a show- 
case for  first  runs.  The  theatre  debuted  with 
the  initial  local  showing  of  RKO’s  “Bride 
by  Mistake,”  teamed  with  “Falcon  in  Holly- 
wood.” 

Pearl  Merrill  and  Laura  Peralta  will  soon 
open  the  new  Meralta  Theatre  in  Culver 
City,  replacing  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  in 
August,  1943  . . . February  7 marks  the  open- 
ing of  the  Bill  Kays’  Linda  Theatre  at  324 
East  First  St. 

Universal  switches:  A1  Kent,  salesman, 
takes  over  Arizona  territory  replacing  A1 
Bowman  who  swings  over  to  city  salesman 
spot,  while  Bill  Parker,  former  city  salesman, 
moves  to  Milwaukee  as  manager. 

Sam  Abend  of  the  Exhibitors  Film  Deliv- 
ery, Kansas  City,  was  visiting  locally  . . . On 
the  Row:  Jack  Anderson,  Forum,  Barstow; 
L.  E.  Sanborn,  El  Monte,  El  Monte. 

Recent  visitors  from  Kansas  City:  The 
C.  A.  Schultz’s,  president  of  Commonwealth 
Theatre  circuit:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  With- 
ers, Republic  franchise  holder,  and  Harold 
Lux,  a K.  C.  Filmrow  cafe  owner. 

Something  new  was  added  to  war  bond 
premieres,  according  to  a letter  from  R.  R. 
Hope,  manager  of  Fox  West  Coast’s  State 
Theatre,  Fresno.  Hope  amended  the  usual 
premieres  by  obtaining  sufficient  training 
and  previously  restricted  films  from  the 
army  motion  picture  library  to  put  on  a two- 
and-one-half-hour  show.  The  performance, 
staged  at  midnight,  did  not  interfere  with 
the  regular  show  and  admission  was  by  pur- 
chase of  a Series  E bond.  Hope  reports  that 
expense  to  the  theatre  was  nil;  film,  news- 
paper ads  and  other  advertising  was  con- 
tributed by  merchants  and  patriotic  citizens 
purchased  1,685  bonds — totaling  $140,000,  to 
attend.  A fact  which  is  worthy  of  special 
consideration  for  future  war  bond  drives,  is 
that  1,685  potential  theatre  patrons  did  not 
see  a picture  which  may  soon  be  scheduled  to 
run  at  regular  admission  price,  Hope  stated. 


Joseph  Lawrence  Moves 
Home  to  Los  Angeles 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Joseph  I.  Lawrence, 
operator  of  the  Joseph  Lawrence  circuit 
in  Utah,  has  moved  to  Los  Angeles,  leaving 
Dave  Edwards  and  Harry  Ashton  in  charge 
of  the  11  show  houses  in  the  area. 


Dinner  to  Climax  Long 
Career  as  a Booker 

Los  Angeles — Retiring  February  1 after 
a 30-year  association  with  a local  War- 
ner exchange  as  booker,  Mrs.  Bessie  Bo- 
gart will  be  honored  with  a testimonial 
dinner  being  planned  for  her  by  Variety 
Club.  The  affair  will  be  held  in  the 
Ambassador  Hotel  February  19  and  will 
be  attended  by  Filmrow  friends,  studio 
executives  and  company  heads. 

Fox  West  Coast  officials  are  joining  in 
the  tribute  to  Mrs.  Bogart  who  retires  at 
the  age  of  65. 

Committee  in  charge  includes  Charles 
P.  Skouras,  Harry  M.  Warner,  Lou  An- 
ger, Dave  Bershon,  Lou  Halper,  Gus  Metz- 
ger, Fred  Stein,  O.  N.  Srere,  Jack  Berman, 
Fred  Greenberg  and  Ezra  Stern. 


Ross  Opens  Branch 
Of  Levy  Circuit 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Jerry  Ross,  manager 
of  the  Lyric  here,  has  opened  a local  branch 
of  the  Bert  Levy  vaudeville  circuit,  an  ex- 
change with  offices  in  Los  Angeles,  Seattle, 
San  Francisco,  Portland  and  Chicago. 

As  booker  for  the  branch  here  Ross  will 
arrange  for  appearances  of  singers,  dancers 
and  other  performers  at  clubs,  private  par- 
ties, conventions  and  in  other  theatres  in 
the  intermountain  area.  He  will  work  under 
Joe  Rosenfield,  owner  of  the  Lyric,  which 
will  become  Salt  Lake  City  headquarters  for 
the  circuit. 

Ross  has  the  assistance  of  a stage  mana- 
ger, Joe  Elias,  who  moved  here  this  month 
with  his  wife  and  young  son.  Elias  for- 
merly was  manager  of  the  Mission  and  Ri- 
voli  theatres  in  Seattle  and  Minneapolis. 

Jimmie  Walker  Is  Upped 
By  Fox  West  Coast 

LOS  ANGELES — Fox  West  Coast  has  pro- 
moted Jimmy  Walker,  former  city  manager 
in  Bell,  to  head  its  eastern  Los  Angeles  area 
and  manage  the  Golden  Gate.  The  United 
Artists,  Royale,  Highland,  Arroyo  and  Star- 
land  theatres  will  be  included  in  his  new  ter- 
ritory. 

Karl  Swanstrom  was  switched  from  Her- 
mosa  to  the  Bell  spot  vacated  by  Walker. 

Ed  Lawrence  was  moved  from  manager 
post  at  the  Arroyo  to  the  Hermosa  and  Dan 
McDonald  was  transferred  from  San  Diego 
to  Arroyo. 

Charles  Stanfield,  discharged  from  the  ma- 
rine corps,  has  joined  the  circuit  to  manage 
the  North  Park. 

M.  E.  Bayless  Is  Robbed 
Near  His  Own  Theatre 

LOS  ANGELES — M.  E.  Bayless,  copartner 
and  manager  of  the  local  Vermont  and 
Temple  theatres,  was  robbed  by  two  men 
who  forced  their  way  into  his  car.  Bayless 
and  a companion  were  sitting  in  the  car  in 
front  of  the  Vermont  Theatre,  when  the 
holdup  men,  wielding  automatics,  directed 
him  to  drive  to  an  alley  where  they  relieved 
him  of  $450. 

J.  J.  Rodriguez  of  Dallas 
Buys  Denver  Holdings 

DENVER  — Albert  Coppell,  Mexican  and 
Spanish  film  distributor,  who  moved  his 
headquarters  from  Denver  to  San  Antonio 
several  months  ago,  has  sold  his  Denver 
holdings,  which  include  the  Kiva  and  Mex- 
ico theatres,  along  with  a printing  office, 
to  J.  J.  Rodriguez  of  Dallas.  Rodriguez  oper- 
ates one  theatre  in  Texas. 

M.  H.  Philipsen  Assumes 
Rex  Management 

BRIGHTON,  COLO— M.  H.  Philipsen  of 
Denver  has  taken  over  management  of  the 
Rex  Theatre  here,  replacing  Duane  Welch 
who  moved  to  California.  Philipsen  man- 
aged the  Santa  Fe  Theatre  in  Denver  for 
Atlas  Theatre  Corp. 


Greeks  Honor  Sturdivant 

SAN  FRANCISCO— B.  V.  Sturdivant,  di- 
vision manager  for  Fox  West  Coast  here, 
has  been  elected  to  the  national  board  of 
directors  of  the  Greek  War  Relief  Ass’n, 
Inc. 
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VARIETY  CLUB  OF  ILLINOIS  INSTALLS— Pictured  at  the  dinner  and  in- 
stallation of  officers  by  Variety’s  Tent  No.  26,  at  Chicago,  are,  top,  standing,  1.  to  r.: 

Eddie  Brunell,  second  assistant  chief  barker;  Jack  Rose,  first  assistant  chief 
barker;  James  Balmer  of  Pittsburgh,  who  installed  the  officers,  and  Jack  Kirsch, 
chief  barker.  Seated:  Johnny  Jones,  retiring  chief  barker;  R.  J.  O’Donnell, 
national  chief  barker,  and  John  Balaban,  newly  appointed  dough  guy. 

Bottom,  standing:  Ben  Eisenberg,  William  “Doc”  Banford,  William  Baker  and 
Tom  Flannery,  all  canvasmen;  Eddie  Brunell,  Jack  Rose,  Balmer  and  Jack  Kirsch, 
the  new  chief  barker.  Seated:  Alan  Usher,  Johnny  Jones,  O’Donnell,  Balaban, 
Vincent  Gottschalk,  who  was  emcee;  the  Rev.  B.  Crosland,  chaplain. 


No  Brownoul  Power 
Curb  for  Canada 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

TORONTO — Action  is  not  expected  to  be 
taken  in  Canada  following  decision  in  the 
United  States  to  resume  dimout  regulations 
for  theatre-front  illumination  and  other  out- 
door advertising  to  conserve  coal,  effective 
February  1. 

A similar  resumption  of  ban  is  unneces- 
sary in  the  Dominion  because  the  production 
of  electricity  is  secured  by  a system  of  hydro 
plants  practically  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try. The  harnessing  of  waterfalls  has  been 
developed  along  with  an  extensive  system  of 
hydroelectric  trunk  lines  feeding  all  the  in- 
dustrial sections  of  Canada. 

What  is  bothering  Canadian  exhibitors  is 
the  news  from  Washington  of  the  cut  in  raw 
film  stock  this  year  which  would  include  a 
reduction  in  the  quota  of  undeveloped  film 
for  the  Dominion.  Nearly  all  positive  films 
are  printed  in  Canada  from  master  negatives 
of  Hollywood  pictures  under  a bond-entry  ar- 
rangement and  the  Dominion  requires  con- 
siderable raw  stock  for  this  purpose.  The 
move  may  mean  fewer  new  films  for  Canadian 
theatres  although  some  of  the  difference  will 
be  offset  by  the  importation  of  features  from 
Britain. 

Chicago  Paper  Blasts 
Theatre  "Firetraps" 

CHICAGO — In  a crusade  against  alleged 
firetraps,  precipitated  by  a loop  hotel  fire 
recently  in  which  18  persons  lost  their  lives, 
the  Chicago  Times  pointed  out  the  Empire 
and  Haymarket  theatres  as  violating  numer- 
ous fire  prevention  laws.  The  reporter  for 
the  paper  charged  that  the  theatres  per- 
mitted smoking  in  the  balconies;  the  fire 
extinguisher  was  empty;  the  fire  hose  on  the 
main  floor  had  become  deteriorated;  there 
were  no  fire  extinguishers  backstage,  and  the 
exits  were  not  illuminated. 

Charges  were  also  made  against  the  Latin 
Quarter,  downtown  cafe,  and  the  606  Club, 
night  spot  on  South  Wabash  Ave. 

Former  St.  Louis  20th-Fox 
Clerk  Slain  in  War 

ST.  LOUTS— Pvt.  Walter  V.  Lee,  25,  who 
was  killed  January  5 while  fighting  with 
the  American  army  in  Luxembourg,  served 
as  a shipping  room  clerk  for  20th-Fox  here 
prior  to  joining  the  army  in  May  1944.  He 
was  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Dolores  Lee  and 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Lee.  His 
father  is  shipping  clerk  for  Columbia. 

WAC,  Honors  Stanley  Leay 
For  War  Bond  Efforts 

GALENA,  ILL. — Stanley  Leay,  owner-man- 
ager of  the  Stanley  Theatre  here,  received  a 
silver  medal  from  the  WAC  for  his  “splendid 
work  and  untiring  efforts  in  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  drive.”  The  medal  was  presented  by 
Edward  G.  Zorn,  state  chairman. 


Stowell  Edits  "Inspiration" 

CHICAGO — “Hen”  Stowell,  recently  with 
Paramount  Studios  in  Hollywood,  has  been 
appointed  editor  of  Inspiration,  house  organ 
of  Filmack  Trailer  Co.  here.  Pat  Dollahan, 
formerly  with  Foote,  Cone  and  Belding,  Hol- 
lywood, will  act  as  girl  Friday  to  Stowell. 


Femme  Lead  to  Audrey  Long 

The  femme  lead  in  RKO’s  “The  Most 
Dangerous  Game”  has  ben  given  to  Audrey 
Long. 


Milwaukee  Filmrow  Gives 
Party  for  Mantzke 

MILWAUKEE  — The  farewell  party  for 
Frank  Mantzke,  Universal  branch  manager, 
who  becomes  Monogram  district  manager  on 
the  west  coast,  was  well  attended.  Milt  Ellis 
was  in  from  Beloit.  So  was  Russ  Leddy,  Green 
Bay.  The  line  at  the  buffet  luncheon  table 
was  as  long  as  a GI  chow  line.  Some  members 
of  the  Fran  Meekin  band  provided  some 
good  swing.  Mantzke  received  a pen  and 
pencil  set. 

Jack  Quick,  RKO  field  publicist,  was  there. 
Others  present  were  Johnny  Matis,  Alham- 
bra Theatre  manager;  A1  Kvool,  Warner  cir- 
cuit executive;  Sonny  MacDonald,  Warner 
Theatre  manager;  Hank  Marino,  the  bowler; 
Mark  Brazee,  Warner  circuit  executive;  Harry 
Perlewitz,  Independent  Theatres;  Buck  Herzo, 
Sentinel  amusement  columnist;  Larry  Law- 
rence, Journal,  and  Joe  Strother,  buyer  and 
booker  for  Marcus  circuit. 

W.  E.  Waring  Buys  Times 
At  Jonesboro,  Illinois 

JONESBORO,  ILL.— W.  E.  Waring  of 
Cobden  has  purchased  the  Times  Theatre 
here  from  Bob  Neely.  It  was  scheduled  to 
reopen  January  18  after  an  extensive  re- 
modeling program. 

Waring  changed  the  name  of  the  show- 
case to  the  Doll  Theatre  in  honor  of  his 
two-year-old  daughter. 


Brownout  Dims  Loop 
"Gay  White  Way" 

CHICAGO— The  loop’s  “Gay  White  Way” 
may  still  be  gay  but  it’s  far  from  white,  for 
the  WPB  edict  dousing  marquee  lights  and 
similar  decorative  illumination  was  tried  out 
early.  At  a meeting  of  the  National  Electric 
Sign  Ass’n  at  the  Palmer  House  last  week  a 
tremendous  plaint  went  up.  The  industry 
feels  it  is  being  discriminated  against  and 
declared  that  the  WPB  should  not  black  out 
verticals  and  other  such  lights,  when  night 
baseball,  softball  and  indoor  sports  were  per- 
mitted, for  which  extra  and  very  bright  il- 
lumination is  required. 

There  are  rumors  of  action  to  be  taken 
against  such  sports.  The  Times  carried  an 
article  January  27,  stating  that  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  athletic  activities  requir- 
ing artificial  lighting  would  soon  be  a thing 
of  the  past. 

The  WPB  says  the  measure  is  to  save  coal 
since  overall  consumption  for  1945  must  be 
reduced  by  25  million  tons,  and  that  elimina- 
tion of  theatre  advertising  signs  will  save  an 
estimated  two  million  tons. 


See  Pacific  War  Films 

CHICAGO — Battle  films  of  the  war  in  the 
Pacific  were  shown  at  the  Hawthorne  dis- 
cussion group  of  Western  Electric  employes 
at  the  Cicero  plant.  Mrs.  Aloha  Baker, 
traveler  and  explorer  was  the  speaker. 
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T}ick  Powell  will  be  in  town  February  26  and 
27  for  a personal  appearance  at  the 
Riverside  on  a tiein  with  “Murder,  My  Sweet,” 
his  latest  picture  . . . Eugene  Podziemski,  cur- 
rently in  Warner  Bros,  pictures  under  the 
name  of  ‘‘Gene  Michaels,”  was  vacationing 
with  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Podziem- 
ski . . Raymond  Krasno,  former  Alhambra 

assistant  manager,  will  furlough  here  from 
Camp  Roberts  . . . Walter  Blaney,  RKO  of- 
fice manager,  reports  “The  Princess  and  the 
Pirate”  “doin’  aw’right”  in  Madison  . . . 
Elaine  Skinner,  Metro,  was  back  at  her 
chores  after  a leave  of  absence. 

June  Heiden,  secretary  to  Otto  Trampe, 
business  agent  of  IATSE,  local  No.  16,  was 
vacationing.  Incidently,  June  commutes  quite 
often  to  Chicago  and  visits  a certain  radio 
personality  . . . Local  RKO  lights  were  in 
Chicago  for  the  Ned  Depinet  meeting.  The 
boys  attending  were  Jack  Quirk,  field  pub- 
licist; Walter  Blaney,  office  manager;  Art 
Schmitz,  manager,  and  Joe  Imhoff,  Morey 
Anderson,  Bill  Foley  and  R.  W.  Baker  of  the 
sales  force  . . . Up  Rhinelander  way,  Sam 
Miller  of  the  State  Theatre  is  right  busy 
preparing  seed  spuds.  You  know  those  giants, 
“The  King”  grows  each  season  . . . Who  won 
all  the  moola  in  the  African  Golf  game  at 
Mantzke’s  farewell  party?  Could  it  be  C.  B. 
of  RKO? 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Oswald  E.  Mylener, 
Lyric,  Peshtigo;  Russ  Leddy,  Orpheum,  Green 
Bay;  Milt  Ellis,  Beloit;  Lucile  Forbes,  Mer- 
rill; James  Boden,  who  made  the  “milk  run” 
from  South  Milwaukee  again. 

Asher  Levy,  Davidson  Theatre  owner,  re- 
ported terrific  demand  for  “Oklahoma” 
ducats.  On  Monday,  January  22,  the  man- 
agement reported  $27,000  in  mail  orders  re- 
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turned  because  they  could  not  be  filled.  It 
was  the  greatest  advance  sale  in  Milwaukee 
theatrical  history.  When  seat  sales  were  an- 
nounced, two  windows  were  required  to  han- 
dle the  demand  and  crowds  were  in  line  at 
7 a.  m.  with  the  boxoffice  opening  at  10. 

Joyce  Dunn  and  La  Verne  Le  Breck  of  the 
Metro  office  both  celebrated  birthdays.  Edith 
Sosoff  of  the  same  exchange  honored  the 
gals  by  buying  presents  and  wearing  her 
latest  Paris  clothes.  Edith  also  displayed  some 
tricky  matched  jewelry,  a pin  and  earrings  to 
match  . . . Lucile  Forbes,  Merrill  Theatre 
operator,  plans  a Florida  vacation  with  her 
parents. 

Johnny  Mednikow,  National  Screen  Service 
branch  manager,  received  one  of  those  lapel 
buttons  from  Herman  Robbins,  president  of 
NSS  for  his  untiring  efforts  in  all  drives  of 
the  WAC  . . . Marelyn  Malone  of  the  Malone 
Sisters  left  her  $3,000  Steiner  violin  on  the 
running  board  of  a nearby  car  in  a local 
parking  station.  She  drove  off  minus  the 
violin  but  an  honest  soul,  noting  a story  in 
local  paper,  returned  the  errant  fiddle  . . . 
Merlin  Miller,  Plaza  Theatre  manager,  was 
inducted  into  the  armed  forces. 

Charlie  de  Paul,  veteran  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
Mich.,  theatre  operator,  was  rushed  to  Mount 
Sinai  Hospital,  Milwaukee,  after  he  was 
stricken  with  a heart  ailment.  His -family 
was  called  to  his  bedside  leaving  only  the 
booker  and  projectionist  to  run  the  Soo, 
Temple  and  Colonial  theatres.  A hurry  call 
brought  Lou  Orlove,  Metro  exploiteer,  who 
handled  things  for  five  days.  Lou,  an  aid- 
time  exhibitor,  was  right  in  his  element. 

“Mexican  Fiesta,”  featuring  Tito  Guizar, 
Mexican  motion  picture  star  and  a Mexican 
marimba  orchestra  will  appear  at  the  Pabst 
Theatre  March  18  under  American  Legion 
sponsorship.  Then  Sigmund  Romberg  will 
be  brought  in  on  April  26  by  the  legion.  The 
current  event  is  the  “Golden  Gate  Quartet” 
and  “Muriel  Rahn”  of  Carmen  Jones  fame 
. . . Ralph  Wolfe,  former  Hammond  organist 
with  the  Captivators,  is  now  doing  a solo  at 
Steuben’s. 

Trade  showings:  The  Warner  picture,  “Ob- 
jective, Burma!,”  at  Warners  screening  room. 
RKO’s  “What  a Blonde,”  “The  Enchanted 
Cottage,”  “Betrayal  From  the  East,”  at  the 
Warner  projection  room  . . . Ann  Corio,  for- 
mer strip  artiste  but  now  in  pictures,  was  in 
town  with  husband,  Bob  Williams,  who  ap- 
peared at  the  Riverside  and  said,  “I’m  the 
second  half  of  any  double  feature.” 

“Hurrah  for  the  Girls”  folded  following  its 
Riverside  Theatre  booking  and  the  glamour 
gals  were  around  town  for  a while  ...  At 
Green  Bay,  Carmen  Walter,  SPAR  recruiter, 
plugged  for  recruits  in  a tiein  with  the  coast 
guard  picture,  “Beachhead  to  Berlin,”  at  the 
Bay  Theatre,  Green  Bay. 

“The  Prince’s  Secret,”  presented  by  the 
Clare  Tree  Major  players,  comes  up  on 
February  10  offered  by  the  Municipal  Chil- 
dren’s Theatre  . . . J.  J.  Unger,  UA  western 
division  manager,  meets  with  local  branch 
manager*  Bob  Allen,  and  other  Milwaukee 
representatives  in  Chicago. 
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Universal  Takes  Lead 
In  Chicago  Pin  League 

CHICAGO — Universal  took  the  lead  away 
from  Metro  in  the  Chicago  Motion  Picture 
Bowling  League  last  week  by  copping  three 
games.  Film  Chauffeurs  came  to  life,  grab- 
bing a trio  from  Monogram  while  Republic 
took  a pair  from  Warners,  giving  the  latter  a 
continued  stranglehold  on  last  place.  Metro 
and  Film  Chauffeurs  are  now  tied  for  sec- 
ond place. 

Metro  leads  for  the  three-game  total  with 
2,723;  Monogram  is  next,  with  2,649.  Indi- 
vidual leaders  for  the  three  game  totals  are 
E.  Friedman  with  640  and  V.  Swanson  with 
623.  Republic  has  team  high  for  a single 
game  with  958;  Monogram  is  second  with 
953.  E.  Klass  has  high  individual  game  score, 
249;  H.  Jensen  second  with  243. 


TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won 

31 

Lost 

23 

29 

25 

29 

25 

27 

27 

27 

27 

19 

35 

INDIVIDUAL 

STANDINGS 

Avg. 

V.  Swanson  (FC)  - 177 


176 

175 

174 

174 

Bill  Bishop  (M-G-M) 

173 

173 

172 

A.  Fischer  (M-G-M) 

172 

Klase  Takes  First  High  for  Three 
Games  in  Milwaukee  League 

MILWAUKEE— In  the  IATSE  Bowling 
League,  Elmer  Klase  held  first  high  for  three 
games,  with  662;  Harry  Eifert  was  second 
with  656  and  George  Brader  was  third  with 
646. 

First  high  single  game  honors  went  to 
George  Brader,  with  267;  Charles  Burns  was 
second,  with  257 ; Sam  Hoenig  was  third,  with 
247.  Klase  also  rolled  247. 


TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won  Lost 

Team  No.  8 37  20 

Team  No.  5 32  25 

Team  No.  7 32  25 

Team  No.  4 27  30 

Team  No.  2 25  32 

Team  No.  S 23  34 

Team  No.  1 22  35 

Team  No.  2 holds  first  high,  three  games, 
with  2,634;  No.  5,  2,613,  and  No.  7 is  tied 
with  2,556. 

First  high  single  game  honors:  No.  5,  974; 
No.  7,  943. 

Top  men  in  the  league  are  George  Mace 
with  182-27  for  42  games;  Elmer  Klase,  181-25 
for  42  games;  Spots  Methenitis,  179-13  for  24 
games;  Ray  Kieren,  with  172-24  for  45  games; 
Roger  Mace,  with  170-28  for  57  games; 
George  Brader,  with  169-27  for  54  games; 
Bob  Lucht,  with  168-24  for  33  games;  Arthur 
Weaver,  with  167-10  for  54  games;  William 
Reggan,  with  166-30  for  48  games;  Otto 
Trampe,  with  166-9  for  36  games;  Alfred 
Neudendorf,  with  164-11  for  57  games;  Ches- 
ter Millis,  with  161-21  for  57  games. 

Others  up  in  there  are  George  Anderson, 
Ray  Smith,  Edwin  Bigelow,  James  Trimborn, 
William  Morgan,  Harold  Eifert,  Paul  Koch, 
Charles  Burns,  Walter  Behr,  John  Kraczek, 
Walter  Plato,  James  Doctor. 


See  Yucatan  Pictures 

CHICAGO — Color  pictures  of  Yucatan 
were  shown  by  Carl  Hoffman  at  the  Pan- 
American  council’s  language  luncheon  in 
Woodrow  Wilson  Auditorium.  Films  show- 
ing remains  of  ancient  civilization  as  well  as 
modern  scenes  were  included. 
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SURROUNDED  BY  FLYERS — Jane  Ball  goes  into  conference  with  the  army 
air  corps  at  St.  Louis  before  the  opening  of  “Winged  Victory”  at  the  Fox  Theatre. 
Mayor  Kaufman  is  standing.  The  flyers  are  Sergeant  Price,  Captain  Malvin, 
Sergeant  Bower,  Captain  O’Reilly  and  Sergeant  Renn. 


"Saddle"  Bests  Par 
In  Loop  Opening 

CHICAGO— “Tall  in  the  Saddle,”  heavily 
billed,  opened  fine  at  the  Palace,  while  “Can’t 
Help  Singing,”  coupled  with  “Enter,  Arsene 
Lupin,”  which  had  been  moved  to  the  Grand, 
got  through  a nifty  fifth  loop  week.  The 
Chicago  did  okay  with  the  second  week  of 
“The  Doughgirls”  plus  Henny  Youngman, 
Kitty  Carlisle  and  other  favorites  on  the 
stage.  The  Oriental  hit  115  with  Eddie  How- 
ard and  band  on  stage  and  “Army  Wives” 


on  the  screen. 

(Average  is  100) 

Apcllo — Together  Again  (Col) 110 

Chicago — The  Doughgirls  (WB),  2nd  wk.,  plus 

Henny  Youngman,  Kitty  Carlisle  on  stage..., 115 

Downtown — My  Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ),  plus 

Jimmy  Luncetord  and  band  on  stage 100 

Garrick — Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para); 

Dark  Mountain  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

Grand — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter, 

Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  5th  loop  wk 105 

Oriental — Army  Wives  (Mono),  plus  Eddy  Howard 

and  band  on  stage  115 

Palace — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO);  Falcon  in 

Hollywood  (RKO)  115 

Roosevelt — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 110 

State-Lake — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  5th  wk 100 

Studio — Ecstasy  (SR);  Human  Passion 

(SR),  2nd  wk.  105 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  5th  wk 110 

Woods — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

10th  wk :. 110 

World  Playhouse — The  Great  Mr.  Handel 

(Teitel),  5th  wk 110 


One  in  Indianapolis  Above  Average; 
"Yanks"-"Blues"  Dual  Is  Favored 

INDIANAPOLIS  — Boxof fice  receipts  were 
only  fair  during  the  week  with  several  hold- 
overs. Averages  were  below  expectations  de- 


spite favorable  weather. 

Alamo — Riders  oi  the  Santa  Fe  (Univ);  The 

Mark  of  the  Whistler  (Col) - 80 

Circle — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ);  Enter, 

Arsene  Lupin  (Univ)  — 100 

Indiana — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 90 

Loew's — Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA);  Carolina 
Blues  (Col)  110 


"Seconds,"  "Singing"  and  "Family" 
Take  High  Money  at  Milwaukee 

MILWAUKEE  — “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo,”  in  its  second  week  at  the  Wisconsin 
rated  110.  The  same  rating  was  scored  by 
“Can’t  Help  Singing,”  at  the  Warner,  and 
“Three  Is  a Family,”  with  Ted  Weems  band 
on  stage,  at  the  Riverside.  Other  houses 
registered  average  at  the  boxoffice. 


Alhambra — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  4th  wk 100 

Palace — Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para); 

Till  We  Meet  Meet  Again  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

Riverside — Three  Is  a Family  (UA),  plus 

Ted  Weems  and  orchestra  on  stage 110 

Strand — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para);  Tahiti 

Nights  (Col),  3rd  wk.  100 

Warner — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Hi  Beautiful 

(Univ)  110 

Wisconsin — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 
Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 


Showmen  Told  to  Expect 
Huge  Popcorn  Crop 

CHICAGO  — Numerous  theatre  men  at- 
tended the  National  Popcorn  Ass’n  meeting 
in  the  Palmer  House  last  week,  giving  special 
attention  to  the  product  which  frequently 
means  “paying  the  nut”  on  the  neighborhood 
theatre.  Figures  read  at  the  conference 
showed  that  popcorn  reached  its  highest  yield 
in  1944  when  154,000  acres  yielded  202  million 
pounds.  The  yield  for  1945  is  expected  to  be 
larger.  It  was  stated  that  theatres  take  more 
than  20  per  cent  of  the  crop. 

Among  theatre  people  attending  were  R. 
J.  Schlosberg,  Stratford  Theatre  of  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.;  John  E.  Hendryx,  Fox  Inter- 
mountain Amusement  Corp.;  H.  J.  Ochs, 
Drive-In  Theatre,  Dayton,  and  Miss  Marie 
Frye,  Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.,  Des  Moines. 

C.  W.  Erne  of  the  Popcorn  Growers  and 
Distributors  Co.,  Wall  Lake,  Iowa,  presided 
over  the  meetings. 


Films  for  "Adults  Only" 
Don't  Bother  Mayor 

ST.  LOUIS — Mayor  Aloys  Kaufmann  is 
not  expected  to  follow  the  lead  of  Mayor 
John  T.  Connors  of  East  St.  Louis  who  or- 
dered the  management  of  the  New  Liberty 
Theatre  adjacent  to  the  city  hall  there  to 
discontinue  its  policy  of  “adults  only”  pic- 
tures and  switch  to  pictures  suitable  for  gen- 
eral audiences,  including  juveniles. 

St.  Louis  has  only  one  theatre  that  is  de- 
voted more  or  less  exclusively  to  “adult  only” 
film  fodder.  It  is  the  Garrick  on  Chestnut 
St.  just  east  of  Sixth  St.,  and  off  the  beaten 
path  for  most  persons  in  the  downtown  area. 

The  management  of  the  Garrick  has  a 
very  rigid  policy  of  barring  children  from 
the  house.  Not  even  children  accompanied 
by  venturesome  mothers  can  gain  admis- 
sion. So,  the  city  administration,  the  police 
department  and  Better  Films  Council  of 
Greater  St.  Louis  is  not  much  concerned 
about  the  Garrick’s  film  shows. 


Illinois  Will  Direct 
Delinquency  War 

SPRINGFIELD,  ILL.  — The  state  will 
spearhead  an  Illinois  campaign  against 
juvenile  delinquency,  Gov.  Dwight  Green  has 
revealed.  At  a press  conference  he  said  46 
state-paid,  trained  community  workers  will 
help  the  downstate  committees  to  combat 
juvenile  crimes  and  vandals.  Already  the 
state  has  25  such  workers  operating  in  the 
Chicago  area.  The  governor  said  that  the 
legislature  will  be  asked  to  appropriate  $165,- 
000  to  finance  this  campaign  during  the  com- 
ing biennium.  The  state  workers  are  to  co- 
operate with  the  local  authorities,  including 
the  judges  of  the  juvenile  courts  and  truant 
officers,  etc.  Of  course,  Governor  Green, 
added,  the  local  communities  will  be  expected 
to  cooperate  fully  in  the  drive. 


To  Pilot  "Sunbonnet  Sue"  at  Mono 

Ralph  Murphy  is  set  to  pilot  Monogram’s 
“Sunbonnet  Sue.” 


Murray  Wins  Antitrust  Suit 

(From  Eastern  Edition) 

Chicago — Thomas  Murray,  veteran  theatre  operator,  won  $105,000  damages  Wednes- 
day in  a federal  jury  verdict  against  a rival  theatre  owner  and  motion  picture 
agencies.  Murray,  70,  who  opened  the  Thalia  Theatre  in  1906  and  lost  it  in  1941, 
charged  violation  of  antitrust  laws.  He  alleged  that  the  film  companies  and  booking 
agencies  refused  to  give  him  first  run  pictures  and  discriminated  in  favor  of  a rival 
theatre,  the  Milo. 

The  jury  in  the  court  of  Judge  William  H.  Holly  decided  that  Murray  had  suf- 
fered $35,000  worth  of  damage  through  violation  of  the  antitrust  laws,  and  that 
verdict  meant  an  award  of  triple  damages  to  Murray — $105,000. 

The  defendants  found  guilty  of  law  violations  under  the  decision  were:  John 
R.  Mata,  owner  of  the  Milo  Theatre,  the  Milo  Theatre  Corp.;  Capitol  Film  Exchange, 
Inc.;  Van  A.  Nomikos,  operator  of  14  theatres  in  Chicago,  and  Henri  Elman,  presi- 
dent of  PRC  of  Illinois;  the  20th-Fox  Film  Corp.,  and  Loew’s,  Inc. 

The  jury  cleared  three  of  the  distributing  companies:  United  Artists,  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  Inc.,  and  Warner  Bros. 

Judge  Holly  had  thrown  out  charges  against  eight  other  defendants,  includ- 
ing the  film  booking  agencies  and  other  Chicago  theatre  operators.  The  verdict  was 
the  second  won  in  antitrust  suits  against  motion  picture  interests  in  the  fight  over 
booking  first  run  pictures. 
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Oush  Hughes,  KWK  announcer,  has  been 
conducting  a March  of  Dimes  poll  to  de- 
termine the  most  popular  bands,  male  sing- 
er, female  singer,  etc.  Each  vote  costs  ten 
cents  which  goes  to  the  infantile  paralysis 
fund.  His  most  recent  tabulation  of  results 
shows:  Band — 1.  Stan  Kenton;  2.  Harry 
James  (coming  up  fast),  and  3.  Glenn  Miller. 
Male  singers — 1.  Bing  Crosby;  2.  Frank  Sin- 
atra, and  3.  Johnny  Mercer.  Female  singers 
— 1.  Dinah  Shore;  2.  Andrews  Sisters,  and  3. 
Kitty  Kallen.  Contest  was  to  close  January  31. 

“Rusty”  Marion  has  replaced  Harry  C. 
“Pappy”  Cheshire  as  master  of  ceremonies  at 
KMOX.  Cheshire,  nationally  known  hill- 
billy impresario,  has  gone  to  Hollywood  to 
work  in  motion  pictures.  Through  the  years 
he  has  had  star  roles  in  several  Republic 
pictures.  Marion  has  been  a major  enter- 
tainer at  KOMA,  Oklahoma  City,  and  KMBC, 
Kansas  City. 

Bernard  McCarthy,  United  Artists  man- 
ager, who  is  WAC  distributor  chairman  here, 
has  called  a luncheon  meeting  at  the  Coro- 
nado Hotel  February  23  to  discuss  the  Red 
Cross  drive. 

Paul  W.  White,  director  of  news  broadcasts 
for  Columbia  Broadcasting  System,  New 
York,  has  written  the  editor  of  the  St.  Louis 
Post-Dispatch  replying  to  its  recent  editorial 
panning  the  radio  nets  for  carrying  com- 
mercials in  connection  with  their  news 
broadcasts.  He  seemed  to  accuse  the  PD  of 
being  inconsistent  because  it  carries  such 
broadcast  commercials  on  its  own  KSD.  White 
apparently  overlooked  asking  the  paper  why 
it  carried  ads  sandwiched  between  and  on 
its  own  news  pages. 

L.  L.  Livingston,  manager  of  the  Plaza 
Theatre,  Potosi,  Mo.,  admits  service  men  and 
women  free  of  charge.  Theatres  here  give 
them  a half-fare  deal. 

Speaking  of  squawks  about  commercials, 
everyone  seems  to  be  doing  it.  J.  Hoel  wrote 
the  editor  of  the  Post-Dispatch  complaining 
because  motion  picture  theatres  use  their 
screens  to  advertise  forthcoming  attractions. 
“Is  it  any  wonder  that  many  people  have  a 
distorted  concept  of  the  war  issues  when 
action  on  Luzon  is  scrambled  with  ‘Maisie 
Goes  to  Reno?’  ” he  wrote. 

The  “Oklahoma”  company,  which  conclud- 
ed an  engagement  at  the  American  Thea- 
tre here  recently,  established  a boxoffice 
record  here  when  its  total  gross  reached  the 
two  million  dollar  mark.  The  company  took 
the  show  on  the  road  from  New  York  City 
late  in  1943. 

Word  has  reached  here  from  Hollywood 
that  Reeves  Espy,  former  St.  Louisan  who 
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was  associated  with  Skouras  Bros.  Enterprises 
and  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  in  exec- 
utive capacities,  has  joined  B.  G.  DeSylva 
Productions  at  the  Paramount  studios  as 
general  manager.  In  recent  months  he  had 
been  general  manager  for  the  Myron  Selz- 
nick  Agency.  He  also  was  associated  with 
Samuel  Goldwyn  in  a production  capacity. 

Film  trade  screenings  booked  for  Ruby 
S’Renco’s  screening  room:  Tuesday,  February 
13,  11:30  a.  m.,  “What  a Blonde”  and  at  2:30 
p.  m„  “The  Enchanted  Cottage”;  Wednesday, 
February  14,  “Betrayal  From  the  East”  at 
11:30  a.  m„  and  “Having  Wonderful  Crime” 
at  2:30  p.  m.,  and  Thursday,  February  15, 
“Pan- Americana”  at  11:30  a.  m. 

Frank  X.  Reller  III,  owner  of  the  Ameri- 
can Theatre  in  Wentzville  and  the  O’Fallon 
in  O’Fallon,  Mo.,  is  proud  of  that  new 
daughter  born  to  his  wife  at  St.  Mary’s  Hos- 
pital last  week.  He  wishes  that  Franx  X,  IV, 
17  months  old,  could  help  send  out  the  an- 
nouncements . . . C.  D.  Hill,  Columbia  man- 
ager, was  in  New  York  to  attend  the  world 
premiere  of  “Song  to  Remember”  at  the 
Music  Hall. 

B.  B.  Reingold,  20th-Fox  manager,  and 
Mrs.  Reingold  observed  their  25th  wedding 
anniversary  January  19.  B.  B.  married  the 
former  Miss  Vivian  Dorothy  Brown  of  Chi- 
cago in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  on  Jan.  19,  1920 
. . . Seen  along  Filmrow  recently  were  C. 
Beninati  of  the  Ritz,  Carlyle,  111.,  and  George 
B.  Barber,  Strand,  Tuscola,  111. 

That  pending  decision  in  the  stagehands 
case  before  Jules  E.  Kohn,  Kansas  City, 
special  arbitrator  named  by  the  regional 
WLB,  takes  an  added  importance  in  view  of 
those  letters  sent  by  Louis  Ansell,  chairman 
of  the  St.  Louis  exhibitors  committee,  to 
Congressman  Andrew  J.  May,  chairman  of 
the  house  military  affairs  committee;  Sena- 
tor Joseph  W.  Bailey  of  North  Carolina,  and 
War  Manpower  Commission  officials.  Kohn 
several  weeks  ago  heard  extensive  testi- 
mony concerning  the  work  performed  by 
stagehands  in  the  various  theatres  and  his 
final  ruling  should  furnish  some  real  light, 
from  a disinterested  angle,  on  the  need  for 
this  type  of  workers.  There  are  two  sides  to 
the  question  and  Kohn  has  heard  both.  At 
hearing  sessions  he  clearly  indicated  that  he 
will  make  up  his  own  mind  and  hand  down 
an  honest  decision  that  perhaps  may  not 
please  either  side  100  per  cent. 

A petition  for  a pro  forma  decree  of  in- 
corporation and  articles  of  agreement  has 
been  filed  with  the  circuit  court  by  the 
Theatrical  & Stage  Entertainers  Club  , . . 
Everett  Hayes,  who  sold  the  Grand  Theatre 
in  Sullivan,  111.,  to  Lee  Norton  January  1, 
was  a St.  Louis  visitor.  Everett  at  one  time 
was  the  manager  of  the  old  Columbia  at 
Sixth  and  St.  Charles  St.,  when  it  was  the 
town’s  leading  vaudeville  house  under  the 
Celia  & Tate  ownership.  He  dropped  down 
to  the  old  haunts  to  find  a five  and  10-cent 
store  on  the  old  Columbia  site. 
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SPRINGFIELD  — Legislation  to  reduce 
the  sales  tax  and  to  set  aside  25  per  cent  of 
sales  tax  revenue  for  farm-to-market  roads 
has  been  presented  to  the  Illinois  general 
assembly.  The  bill  would  cut  the  sales  tax 
rate  from  two  per  cent  to  one  and  one-half 
per  cent  after  July  1,  1945.  It  is  sponsored 
by  Senator  Charles  W.  Baker  (Rep)  of  Davis 
Junction.  The  Republican  state  administra- 
tion has  declaration  for  no  state  tax  revision 
at  this  session. 


Bonds  lo  Winners 
Instead  of  Trips 

MILWAUKEE — A special  showing  of  “Na- 
tional Velvet”  has  been  scheduled  at  the 
Wisconsin  Theatre  here  February  5 to  ob- 
tain funds  to  pay  for  12,  $100  war  bonds  and 
other  prizes  to  be  awarded  the  winners  of 
the  Junior  B29er  contest  staged  here  by  the 
county  WAC  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive. 

War  bonds,  plaques,  scrolls  and  other 
prizes  will  be  awarded  the  youthful  bond 
sellers  instead  of  the  trips  to  Washington, 
which  were  promised  at  the  start  of  the 
contest  but  later  cancelled  in  conformance 
with  a ukase  issued  by  the  ODT  to  re- 
strict traveling. 

Under  the  direction  of  Harld  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Wisconsin  WAC  chairman;  A.  D.  Kvool, 
county  chairman;  Louis  Orlove,  kiddie  bond 
premieres  chairman,  and  all  the  other  show- 
men who  were  active  in  the  bond  drive  here, 
the  special  show  will  be  presented  at  an  ad- 
mission of  $1  a seat.  Don  Woods,  Warner 
exchange  manager,  is  general  chairman  of 
arrangements. 

Local  164  of  IATSE,  Local  B27  of  back 
room  exchange  employes  and  F27  of  front 
room  workers  have  pledged  blocks  of  tickets. 

Presentation  of  the  $100  bonds  will  be 
made  in  a ceremony  on  the  Wisconsin  stage. 
Sharon  Frame,  who  sold  1,145  bonds,  will 
receive  a silver  plaque  in  addition  to  a bond. 
Other  winners  will  receive  scrolls  or  plaques. 

Stage  acts  from  the  Riverside  will  supple- 
ment the  “National  Velvet”  showing. 


Joe  Ansell  Regains  Car 
But  Only  After  "Arrest" 

ST.  LOUIS — Joseph  C.  Ansell,  vice-presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  Ansell  Bros.  Theatres, 
was  happy  but  very  tired  and  sleepy  as  he 
drove  his  automobile  toward  his  home  at  5270 
Pershing  Ave.  one  morning  recently.  He  had 
called  at  police  headquarters  about  3 a.  m. 
to  recover  the  machine  which  the  police 
found  after  it  had  been  stolen  two  days  be- 
fore. It  was  cold  and  snowing,  and  he  was 
thinking  how  nice  it  would  be  to  get  back 
in  that  warm  bed.  Between  times  he  mentally 
complimented  the  police  for  finding  the 
stolen  machine. 

Then  he  was  rudely  snapped  out  of  such 
thoughts  by  the  wail  of  a police  siren.  A 
police  scout  car  cut  along  side  and  forced  him 
into  the  curb.  Despite  his  protests,  Ansell 
was  “arrested”  on  suspicion  of  stealing  his 
own  machine  and  was  escorted  to  a district 
police  station.  There  he  told  the  story  to  the 
desk  sergeant  and  the  district  lieutenant. 
They  listened  attentively,  courteously  but 
somewhat  doubtful,  deciding  to  check  up  with 
police  headquarters  before  permitting  Joe  to 
resume  his  trip  to  that  warm  bed.  He  finally 
got  home  in  time  to  shave,  eat  a snack  and 
hurry  to  the  office.  He  agrees  that  the  St. 
Louis  police  are  efficient  and  on  the  job,  but 
perhaps  too  much  at  times. 


War  Aiding  Stunts 

ST.  LOUIS — Fanchon  & Marco  managers 
have  thought  up  many  dodges  to  boost  pa- 
triotic campaigns.  Tony  Paulso,  Fox,  dressed 
his  doorman,  Tudor  Cameron,  to  play  Uncle 
Sam  for  war  loan  drives,  Red  Cross  cam- 
paigns, etc.,  while  Harry  Crawford  of  the 
Missouri  has  set  up  a coin  pitching  device 
that  is  both  amusing  and  profitable  for 
worthy  affairs.  Cameron  was  an  actor  in  the 
good  old  days,  while  Crawford  is  a popular 
dinner  speaker. 


Metro  Pacts  Former  Newspaper  Men 

Metro  has  pacted  Joseph  Harrington  and 
Syd  Boehm,  former  New  York  newspaper 
men. 
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"Better"  Homes  Spawn 
Delinquents,  Cop  Says 

ST.  LOUIS — The  teen-agers  responsible  for 
most  of  the  property  destruction  in  these 
hectic  war  days  come  from  the  so-called  “bet- 
ter homes”  and  not  so  much  from  those 
domiciles  where  both  the  mother  and  father 
are  working  in  war  plants,  Chief  of  Police 
Andrew  McDonnell  of  Webster  Groves,  told 
the  Parent-Teacher  Ass’n  of  the  Roe  public 
school  here  January  19. 

Admitting  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  juvenile  delinquency,  Chief  McDonnell 
said  the  number  of  delinquent  children  hasn’t 
increased  as  much  as  the  number  of  neglect- 
ful parents.  He  added  that  juvenile  court 
authorities  and  the  police  are  becoming  bet- 
ter able  to  cope  with  the  situation.  He  said 
there  has  been  a definite  decrease  in  juvenile 
delinquency  during  the  past  60  days. 

McDonnell’s  blast  at  the  “better  homes”  re- 
called to  mind  the  historic  speech  that  Vic- 
tor J.  Miller,  then  president  of  the  St.  Louis 
board  of  police  commissioners,  made  before 
the  women  of  a large  west  end  women’s  or- 
ganization. Invited  to  speak  on  the  “Im- 
morality of  the  Working  Girl”  Miller  chose 
to  tell  them  something  about  the  immorality 
of  their  own  daughters,  including  pupils  of 
Soldan  High  School.  His  talk  created  a real 
storm  but  improved  conditions  at  all  schools. 

Bill  to  Require  Reports 
By  Labor  Unions  Filed 

JEFFERSON  CITY — A bill  requiring  labor 
organizations,  employment  and  job  agencies 
to  file  annual  statements  of  their  financial 
condition  and  transactions  was  presented  to 
the  Missouri  senate  by  Senator  H.  B.  Hart 
(Rep),  Camdenton. 

Hart  told  his  fellow  senators  that  labor 
unions  have  become  so  big  and  powerful 
they  should  be  required,  the  same  as  other 
organizations  and  corporations,  to  list  their 
receipts  and  expenditures  so  that  the  dues- 
paying  members  may  know  what  is  being 
done  with  their  funds. 

“Labor  unions  have  a proper  place,”  Hart 
said.  “However,  undesirable  characters  have 
crept  into  these  organizations  and  have  be- 
come troublemakers.  Our  returning  soldiers 
will  not  be  willing  to  pay  a big  fee  to  join 
a labor  union,  and  if  a public  record  is  made 
of  their  financial  transactions,  it  should 
serve  to  hold  down  large  membership  fees. 
I can  see  no  reasonable  excuse  for  opposing 
this  bill. 

Senator  Hart  sponsored  a similar  bill  two 
years  ago  but  it  failed  due  to  the  vigorous 
opposition  of  labor  leaders. 

"Less  Essential"  Jobs  Hit 
40  in  St.  Louis  Recount 

ST.  LOUIS— -What  was  described  as  a 
“partial  list”  of  some  40  occupations  con- 
sidered “less  essential”  by  the  War  Man- 
power Commission  has  been  issued  by  T.  L. 
Gaukel,  St.  Louis  area  director.  He  advised 
that  any  man  in  these  occupations  should 
transfer  to  war  work  immediately.  The  list 
included  amusement  device  operators,  bar 
boys,  bartenders,  booking  agents,  dancing 
instructors,  night  club  managers  and  em- 
ployes, receptionists,  sign  painters  and  sign 
writers,  ticket  takers,  ushers,  window  trim- 
mers and  display  men,  poolroom  and  bowling 
alley  workers  and  doormen. 


A Television  Concern 

SPRINGFIELD— The  Consolidated  Tele- 
vision Corp.,  77  West  Washington  St.,  Chi- 
cago, has  been  incorporated  at  the  secretary 
of  state’s  office.  It  will  have  2,500  shares  of 
no  par  value  stock.  Incorporators  were  M. 
G.  Miller,  I.  E.  Brooke  and  W.  F.  Dolke. 


CENTRAL  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


The  old  and  new  are 
always  very  close  to 
home.  Forty  years  ago 
Harvey  E.  Hanson  of 
Antigo,  Wis.,  antici- 
pated his  later  career 
by  running  benefits  for 
churches  and  staging 
passion  plays.  Though 
his  audiences  are 
larger  today  (the  seat- 
ing capacity  of  his 
Palace  is  1,038),  the 
principle  is  the  same; 
entertainment  for  friends.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Elks  and  Masons.  As  for  bowling,  he 
can  stand  up  with  the  best  of  them.  He  is 
married,  has  no  children,  and  belongs  to  no 
exhibitor  organization.  He  is  always  active 
in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  Antigo. 


Everyone  in  the  family 
helped  operate  the 
first  George  W.  Hueb- 
ner  theatre.  In  1909, 
Huebner  purchased  the 
Crystal,  Oconomowoc, 
Wis.  One  projector 
comprised  the  equip- 
ment; the  seating  ca- 
pacity was  130.  His 
brother  was  the  oper- 
ator, his  sister-in-law 
sold  tickets,  and  his 
sister  ushered.  His 
wife  played  the  piano  and  he,  drumsticks  in 
hand,  sang  the  songs.  He  manages  the 
Strand  in  Oconomowoc  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  ITOA  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper 
Michigan,  and  served  on  the  board  of  direc- 
tors for  five  years.  Son  Harlan  lives  at  home. 


When  an  old  settler 
becomes  an  exhibitor, 
it  suggests  the  pioneer 
quality  of  films.  John 
Esterl  of  Park  Falls, 

Wis.,  was  a resident  in 
the  area  before  it  was 
a station.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  son  George, 
with  the  armed  forces 
in  Europe,  his  three 
other  sons  and  four 
daughters  form  part  of 
his  audience.  Proud  of 
his  vegetable  garden,  acknowledged  to  be 
the  finest  in  the  city,  Esterl  confines  his 
boasting  to  the  fact  he  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  show  business  since  World  War  I, 
and  is  very  much  pleased  with  his  Rex 
Theatre. 


The  Sprague,  in  Elk- 
horn,  Wis.,  is  an  un- 
usual house.  As  the 
owner  says:  “In  the 
33  years  I have  run 
this  theatre,  I have 
never  shown  a double 
feature,  held  bank 
night  or  any  give- 
away.” Perhaps  this  is 
not  publicity  others 
would  give  their 
houses,  but  Daniel  F. 

Kelliher  has  been 
pleasing  his  public  since  1911.  A deputy 
sheriff  of  Walworth  County  14  years,  Kelli- 
her is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  Kiwanis.  His  hobbies  are  music,  gar- 
dening, golf  and  bowling,  a rather  wide 
variety  of  interests. 


John  H.  Yeo,  once  a 

correspondent  for  a 
tradepaper,  became  so 
interested  in  what  he 
wrote  that  he  be- 
came a theatre  opera- 
tor. In  1908  he  opened 
the  Empress,  Milwau- 
kee. He  worked  as 
house  manager  with 
the  Sullivan  & Con- 
sidine  circuit.  Later 
he  was  booking  man- 
ager in  Chicago  for 
the  Keith-Butterfield  circuit.  In  1931  he 
bought  the  Plaza  Theatre  Bldg.,  Burlington, 
Wis.,  and  since  has  operated  that  house,  in 
addition  to  managing  the  State.  He  is  di- 
rector of  the  ITO  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper 
Michigan. 


John  R.  McDonald 

of  the  Majestic,  Bar- 
ron, Wis.,  has  operated 
it  35  years  and  regards 
it  as  one  of  the  town’s 
important  institutions. 
Daughter  Margaret 
works  with  him.  “Mac” 
celebrated  his  5 0th 
wedding  anniversary 
last  November.  He  is 
active  in  the  Kiwanis 
Club  and  interested  in 
civic  affairs.  He  is  an 
ardent  fisherman,' with  trout  his  preference. 
“Trout  are  like  motion  picture  patrons,”  Mc- 
Donald says,  “I  hate  to  lose  one.”  To  judge 
by  his  past  record,  he  seldom  lets  one  get 
away,  whether  it  happens  to  be  trout  or  a 
motion  picture  patron. 


From  the  bottom  to 
the  top,  is  H.  P.  Von- 
derschmitt’s  story. 

Coal  miner,  later  part 
owner  of  the  mine,  he 
went  into  the  music 
business.  He  pur- 
chased a small  house 
as  a sideline  in  1918. 

From  that  beginning 
he  came  into  posses- 
sion of  nine  theatres. 

A director  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Theatre  Owners 
of  Indiana,  he  also  is  a member  of  the  Elks. 
He  has  two  hobbies — fishing  and  his  grand- 
daughter. His  two  big  houses  are  the  In- 
diana, Bloomington,  Ind.,  with  a seating  ca- 
pacity of  1,057,  and  the  Strand,  Crawfords- 
ville,  Ind.,  with  1,113  seats. 


Mrs.  Bertha  Latts  en- 
tered the  industry  in 
1913.  Since  1920,  to- 
gether with  her  late 
brother-in-law,  A.  I. 

Latts,  she  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  man- 
agement. Both  of  them 
operated  the  Royal  and 
Majestic  in  Ashland, 

Wis.,  many  years.  Two 
or  three  years  ago,  due 
to  the  ill  health  of 
Latts,  they  did  not  re- 
new the  Majestic  lease,  and  in  early  Novem- 
ber 1942  they  sold  the  Royal.  The  sale  had 
just  been  completed  when  Latts  died.  She  is 
a member  of  the  Woman’s  Club,  Golf  Club, 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  retains  her  in- 
terest in  exhibitor  organizations. 
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HONORING  THE  BARTELSTEINS — Guests  of  James  R.  Grainger,  center, 
president  of  Republic  Pictures,  at  the  company’s  sales  conference  at  the  Hotel 
Blackstone  in  Chicago,  are  Ben  Bartelstein,  left,  and  his  brother,  Albert  Bartel- 
stein,  Chicago  theatre  circuit  operators.  Grainger  praised  the  brothers  for  con- 
tinuing the  circuit  founded  by  their  father,  Abe  Bartelstein,  many  years  ago.  Abe 
Bartelstein  and  Grainger  were  close  friends  during  the  pioneer  days  of  exhibition 
in  Chicago. 


CHICAGO 


Ogt.  Tyki  Coston  of  the  marines,  nephew  of 
James  Coston,  Warner  circuit  chief,  was 
in  on  a furlough  from  the  Marshall  Islands. 
His  father  is  Sam  Coston,  operator  of  the 
Cosmo  Theatre.  Tyki  is  recovering  from 
schrapnel  wounds  . . . Faye  Emerson  Roose- 
velt and  her  five-year-old  son  stopped  over 
on  her  way  back  from  Washington.  She  spent 
a day  shopping  and  was  unrecognized  in  the 
loop  . . . Benny  Fields,  one  of  Chicago’s  favo- 
rite entertainers  opens  at  the  Rio  Cabana 
next  week  . . . The  Chez  Paree  is  presenting 
a film  favorite,  Zero  Mostel,  new  to  Chicago 
nightlifers. 

Norm  Kassel,  Essaness  ad  man  who  set  the 
vogue  for  cartoon  ads  with  his  “Up  in  Arms” 
layouts  some  months  ago,  got  a big  puff  in 
the  current  issue  of  Advertising  Agf  for  his 
present  ads  on  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate” 

. . . Guy  Van  Schaack  and  Samuel  E.  Hirsch 
have  organized  the  Kennewick  Amusement 
Corp.,  with  offices  at  38  S.  Dearborn  St.  and 
will  operate  motion  picture  theatres  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  Wilhartz  and 
Hirsch  handled  the  legal  details. 

Vic  Bernstein,  with  an  honorable  discharge, 
is  back  at  his  desk  in  the  Monogram  office 
looking  like  the  army  agreed  with  him  . . . 
Bill  Pine,  former  B&K  publicist  now  a Holly- 
wood producer,  was  in  to  see  the  premiere  of 
“Chicken  Every  Sunday”at  the  Blackstone 
and  said  he  can  have  chicken  every  day  be- 
cause he  and  his  partner  own  45  per  cent 
of  the  opus  and,  despite  something  of  a pan- 
ning handed  out  by  local  critics,  the  play  has 
been  sold  to  Hollywood  for  $250,000. 

“Hen”  Stowell,  recently  with  Paramount 
studios  on  the  coast  has  been  appointed  edi- 
tor of  Inspiration  by  the  Filmack  Trailer  Co. 
“Pat”  Dollahan,  formerly  with  the  Hollywood 
offices  of  Foote,  Cone  & Belding,  an  ad 
agency,  is  Hen’s  secretary. 

Sue  Carol,  Linda  Darnell,  Susanna  Foster 
and  Monte  Woolley  passed  through  in  the 
March  of  Dimes  trek  to  the  capital.  Likewise 
Kay  Kyser,  George  Murphy,  Gale  Storm  and 
Jane  Wyman  . . . Billy  Clifford,  veteran  show- 
man and  vaudeville  agent  now  operating  the 
Fox  Theatre,  stages  a swell  amateur  show 
every  Saturday  night.  Billy  emcees  it. 

Glorya  Holtzman  is  editor  of  the  new  I&I 
Contact,  a house  organ  of  the  Illinois-In- 
diana  Theatres  circuit,  gotten  out  for  and  by 
employes  for  themselves  and  for  those  of  the 
staff  who  are  in  the  armed  services  . . . The 
I&I  office  has  heard  that  Lieut.  Jim  Gibson, 
former  assistant  manager  of  the  Elco,  is  in 


England  . . . Itsy-bitsy  Libby  Rifkin,  PRC 
accountant,  is  all  agog  over  the  load  of  Paris 
perfumes  and  cosmetics  she  got  from  her 
overseas  hubby. 

Jack  Schwartz,  Chicago  country  salesman 
for  Republic,  is  back  from  a Florida  vaca- 
tion . . . Uncle  Sam  wants  Jack  Belasco  for 
the  army,  having  sent  him  the  usual  greet- 
ings . . . R.  R.  Spector,  long-time  manager 
of  the  Jeff,  has  gone  to  take  over  the  Roxy 
in  Minneapolis. 

Wayne  Brown,  former  Minneapolis  Uni- 
versal salesman,  has  been  transferred  here, 
succeeding  A1  Kent,  who  is  ill  . . . Ed  Heiber, 
Chicago  branch  manager  for  “U,”  is  recuper- 
ating in  Florida  following  an  illness  . . . Lieut. 
James  Trinz  of  the  Trinz  circuit  passed 
through,  west  coast  bound  to  visit  his  father, 
Sam,  who  is  very  ill  . . . Mort  Berman,  man- 
ager of  the  Great  States  Orpheum,  Spring- 
field,  is  in  the  hospital  where  he  underwent 
surgery.  Recently  Mort  won  the  $250  bond 
M-G-M  put  up  for  a good  campaign  on 
"American  Romance.” 

Vincent  O’Leary  is  now  Great  States  city 
manager  at  Joliet  . . . Happy  Heininger,  man- 
ager of  the  B&K  Garrick,  is  an  old-time  cir- 
cus man  and  when  Bill  Green  of  M-G-M  and 
Bob  Hickey  of  RKO  drop  in  the  three  have 
a great  time  cutting  up  big  top  topics  for 
the  two  praise  agents  used  to  tub-thump  for 
the  sawdust  circuits. 

Henry  J.  Verhelle  has  organized  the  Amuse- 
ment Enterprise  Co.,  of  Saugatuck,  Mich., 
with  a capital  stock  of  $75,000  and  will  man- 
age theatres.  His  offices  are  at  3626  Monti- 
cello  Ave.  here  . . . Aaron  Jones,  JL&S  exec- 
utive, is  back  from  a west  coast  vacation  . . . 
Edward  Oberdorfer,  formerly  of  the  Essaness 
Woods,  has  been  upped  to  a first  lieutenant 
. . . Bill  Green,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  was  off  to 
New  York  for  a home  office  meeting. 

Pvt.  Robert  Shaw,  formerly  of  the  Essaness 
North  Center  Theatre,  was  home  on  furlough. 
He  has  been  in  the  thick  of  it  over  Tarawa, 
Saipan  and  elsewhere  and  was  wounded  in 
the  arms.  He  wears  a Bronze  Medal  and  a 
Presidential  citation. 

Capt.  Vernon  Kramer,  formerly  of  Warners’ 
Rio  Theatre,  was  awarded  a Distinguished 
Service  Cross  for  “extraordinary  heroism” 
during  his  20  months  of  duty  in  the  China- 
Burma-India  area.  The  citation  was  made 
at  Bartow  airfield,  Bartow,  Fla.  . . . Pvt.  Bar- 
ney Jacobs  of  the  B&K  warehouse  staff,  is 
reported  hospitalized  in  Italy  . . . Ruth  Fare- 


well has  become  manager  of  Schoenstadt’s 
Piccadilly  Theatre. 

The  Balabanner,  B&K  house  organ  edited 
by  Jimmy  Savage  and  others  of  Bill  Hol- 
lander’s staff,  received  an  award  from  the 
Industrial  Editors  Ass’n  of  Chicago  in  the 
seventh  annual  contest  for  industrial  organs. 
The  magazine,  gotten  out  monthly  largely  for 
staff  members  in  the  armed  service,  has  won 
five  awards  of  various  kinds  during  the  last 
18  months. 

Herb  Wheeler,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
entertainment  for  Warners’  Employes  Club, 
is  readying  a roller  skating  party  for  the 
bunch  with  prizes  and  surprizes  at  White 
City  arena  . . . Van  A.  Nomikos  of  the  CVN 
circuit  is  all  pepped  up  over  a letter  from 
his  nephew  John  on  duty  with  the  Greek 
navy  . . . Lieut.  Harry  Goldman,  once  cf 
Warners  sales  staff,  was  in  from  Ft.  Bragg, 
N.  C.,  visiting  Rowites. 

Cpl.  Jerome  H.  Lauer,  formerly  of  20th- 
Fox  poster  department,  was  killed  in  action 
over  France.  He  was  21  years  old  and  with 
the  engineers  . . . Pvt.  Dave  Lipton,  for  many 
years  with  B&K’s  press  staff  and  later  a New 
York  and  Columbia  praise  agent  was  in  from 
the  east  where  he  is  stationed  to  visit  his 
relatives  and  Row  pals  . . . Clyde  Eckhardt, 
20th-Fox  executive,  has  gone  back  to  the  coast 
after  serving  as  a witness  here  in  the  Murray 
antitrust  trial.  Clyde  had  a swell  visit  here, 
in  his  old  home  town. 

Joe  Paucek,  former  assistant  manager  of 
Warners’  Granada,  writes  from  Camp  Robin- 
son, Ark.,  that  he  never  enjoyed  seeing  pic- 
tures so  much  as  at  camp.  The  ushers  are 
Wacs  and  good  looking  too!  . . . Condolences 
to  Mildred  Jedlica  are  offered  oy  her  many 
friends  on  the  death  of  her  mother.  Mildred 
has  been  with  Essaness  for  many  years  as  a 
buying-personnel  executive. 

Ex-Soldier  Seized  After 
East  St.  Louis  Robbery 

EAST  ST.  LOUIS— Within  a few  minutes 
after  a man  wrested  $44  from  the  cashier  of 
the  Majestic  Theatre  here,  a discharged  sol- 
dier was  identified  as  the  bandit.  He  was 
arrested  at  the  Avenue  Theatre,  several  doors 
down  the  street,  where  he  had  been  trailed  by 
Miss  Thelma  Skidmore,  the  Majestic  cashier. 
She  identified  him  as  the  man  who  forced 
open  the  door  of  the  cashier’s  cage  and 
grabbed  $44  from  the  money-changer. 

When  arrested  by  Sgt.  D.  E.  Holten  of  the 
East  St.  Louis  police  force,  the  man,  who 
gave  his  name  as  Cletus  Robert  Oliver,  35,  a 
painter,  of  Granite  City,  111.,  is  said  to  have 
had  on  his  person  paper  money  of  the  same 
denomination  as  that  taken  from  the  money- 
changer. 

As  Miss  Skidmore  followed  the  bandit,  two 
youths  who  witnessed  the  robbery  also  start- 
ed in  pursuit.  When  they  saw  him  buy  a 
ticket  at  the  Avenue  Theatre  they  tackled 
him  as  he  prepared  to  enter  that  show  house. 
The  youths  were  Ed  Brown  and  Henry  Dock- 
ins.  They  held  Oliver  until  Holten  took  him 
in  charge. 

Oliver,  who  denied  the  theft,  was  identified 
by  Miss  Skidmore,  Brown  and  Dockins  and 
Mrs.  Willis  Mayo,  another  witness  to  the 
robbery. 

Army  Seeks  16mm  Shows 
For  Wounded  Vets 

CHICAGO  — Amateur  film  makers  with 
16mm  projectors  were  asked  to  bring  their 
films,  especially  sports  subjects,  to  army  hos- 
pitals for  showing  to  bed  patients  unable  to 
be  taken  to  the  assembly  halls  to  see  regular 
screenings.  Those  wishing  to  help  may  con- 
tact Alvin  Eves,  8146  Langley  Ave.,  a steel 
executive  who  has  been  giving  this  service  to 
patients  at  the  Gardiner  and  Vaughan  gen- 
eral hospitals. 
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Kansas  City's  Own"  Daddy"  of  Ad  Films 
Is  Honored  by  His  Hollywood  "Alumni" 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 


L&P  Thealres  Plans 
New  La  Salle  House 

LA  SALLE,  ILL. — A triple  store  building 
at  620-32  First  St.,  here  has  been  leased  for 
25  years  by  L&P  Theatres,  Inc.,  as  a site 
for  a de  luxe  1,200-seat  theatre. 

The  theatre  circuit  purchased  property  in 
the  rear  of  the  buildings,  according  to  R.  N. 
Hurt,  general  manager  of  Alger  Theatres, 
of  which  L&P  is  an  affiliate. 

Hurt  said  plans  for  the  new  showcase  now 
are  being  completed  by  the  Chicago  archi- 
tectural firm  of  Rapp  & Rapp,  designers 
of  the  Chicago  and  Esquire  theatres  in 
Chicago. 

With  the  addition  pf  the  new  theatre,  L&P 
will  operate  three  theatres  in  La  Salle,  the 
other  two  being  the  Majestic  and  the  La 
Salle. 


Income  Tax  Law  Repeal 
Is  Proposed  in  Missouri 

JEFFERSON  CITY— A bill  to  repeal  Mis- 
souri’s state  income  tax  law  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  state  senate  by  Senators  H.  R. 
Williams  (Rep),  Cassville,  and  L.  D.  Joslyn 
(Dem),  Rolla.  Senator  Joslyn  said  that  in 
his  opinion  a state  income  tax  law  is  un- 
necessary and  unfair  at  a time  when  that 
field  of  taxation  has  been  “exhausted”  by 
the  federal  government.  He  said  repeal  of 
the  law  would  permit  the  hard  pressed  peo- 
ple to  benefit  instead  of  letting  the  state 
build  up  large  surpluses. 

A bill  to  stop  bargain  sales  in  merchandise 
bearing  brand  names  or  trademarks  and 
prohibit  price  reduction  of  selected  articles 
as  an  inducement  to  customers  has  been 
presented  in  the  house  by  John  Sando  (Dem) 
of  Dunklin  County.  No  penalty  is  set  up, 
but  courts  would  be  authorized  to  issue  in- 
junctions against  violations.  No  mention  is 
made  in  the  measure  concerning  triple  fea- 
ture programs  in  motion  picture  shows,  or 
the  giving  away  of  merchandise  prizes,  etc., 
to  entice  cash  customers  to  the  theatre  box- 
offices. 


KANSAS  CITY — A.  V.  Cauger,  pioneer  ad- 
vertising film  man,  has  been  revealed  as  the 
originator  of  the  animated  cartoon  idea  at 
a recent  dinner  given  for  him  in  Hollywood. 
It  was  attended  by  Walt  Disney  and  other 
famous  alumni  of  his  old  United  Film  Ad- 
vertising Co.,  which  he  built  at  25th  and 
Charlotte  here  in  1920. 

Among  the  “old  grads”  now  carrying  on 
as  animators,  cameramen  and  in  other  mo- 
tion picture  activities  to  which  they  gravi- 
tated after  serving  periods  with  Cauger  are 
J.  B.  Hardaway,  Dick  Clinton,  Isadore  Fre- 
ling,  Max  Ising,  Fred  Harmon,  Henry  Millar, 
Jack  Miller,  Butch  Davis,  Henry  Byers,  James 
Craig,  Ub  Iwerks,  Art  Goebel,  Hal  McAlpin, 
George  Miller,  Jimmy  Lowerre,  John  Con- 
nolly, C.  B.  Maxwell  and  Mrs.  Dick  Clinton. 
Mrs.  Clinton  was  Cauger’s  secretary  when  the 
others  worked  for  him  in  various  jobs. 

Reel  and  Slide  for  5 Cents 

It  was  in  1907  and  at  Granite  City,  111., 
that  Cauger  first  got  into  theatre  business 
as  an  exhibitor.  He  remembers  that  they 
gave  one  reel  and  a slide  for  a nickel,  the 
show  running  about  20  minutes.  He  also  re- 
minds you  that  in  those  days  a vacant  store- 
room could  be  converted  into  a theatre  with 
a few  folding  chairs  and  a screen.  Many 
persons  would  go  from  one  show  to  another 
in  order  to  get  a full  evening’s  entertain- 
ment. He  and  one  competitor  were  just  a 
few  doors  from  each  other  and  practically 
supplemented  each  other’s  programs,  so  easy 
was  it  to  go  from  one  to  the  other  by  the 
paying  of  another  nickel  and  walking  a few 
steps.  But  a competitor  several  blocks  away 
started  showing  three-reelers,  because  he 
wasn’t  getting  his  share  of  the  trade.  For 
this  he  got  ten  cents.  Drastic  measures  had 
to  be  taken,  so  the  two  rivals  in  the  same 
block  started  adding  vaudeville  acts  and  also 
charging  a dime.  It  was  exciting  competi- 
tion and  there  were  no  government  agencies 
to  protest. 

Cauger  went  from  Granite  City  to  Carlyle, 
111.,  and  on  from  there  to  Neosho,  Mo.  Find- 


ing time  on  his  hands  because  the  city  owned 
the  light  plant  and  its  policy  of  no  elec- 
tricity in  the  afternoons  meant  no  matinees 
and  there  was  no  Sunday  show,  Cauger,  who 
was  also  a photographer,  began  making  slides. 


A.  V.  CAUGER 


using  flying  letters  and  handwritten  copy. 
Sensing  a future  for  these,  he  sold  his  the- 
atre and  came  to  Kansas  City  and  opened 
up  the  Kansas  City  Slide  Co.  at  1015  Cen- 
tral. That  was  in  1910  and  in  1915  he  ex- 
panded by  starting  to  make  advertising  film. 
Animated  cartoons  were  the  first  medium 
used,  although  later  live  photographs  were 
made.  Disney  started  his  apprenticeship 
with  Cauger’s  company  around  1920  and  was 
an  animator  about  four  years.  Then  he  and 
Ubbie  Iwerks  started  their  “Laugh-o-Grams,” 
but  found  they  needed  to  be  in  Hollywood  to 
get  the  best  results  from  their  efforts,  so 
moved  out  there,  as  have  23  others  who  start- 
ed with  Cauger,  most  of  whom  attended  the 
recent  dinner  there  in  his  honor. 

Still  Busy  With  Film  Ads 

Mrs.  Cauger  accompanied  her  husband  on 
the  trip.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Finck, 
lives  at  San  Bernardino,  Calif.  She  and 
Captain  Finck,  as  well  as  the  mother,  were 
able  to  attend  the  dinner  and  listen  to  “re- 
member when”  stories  with  which  the  evening 
was  punctuated. 

Cauger  still  has  an  advertising  film  dis- 
tributing service  which  is  located  at  11024 
Winner  Rd.,  but  he  no  longer  is  in  the  pro- 
duction end. 


Wins  Office  28th  Time 

(From  New  England  Edition) 

BOSTON — Thad  C.  Barrows  was  elected 
president  of  IATSE  Local  182  here  for  the 
28th  consecutive  time  at  the  recent  annual 
election. 

Other  officers  elected  were  Joseph  Nuzzolo, 
vice-president;  Albert  F.  Moulton,  financial 
secretary;  Joseph  Rosen,  treasurer;  members 
of  the  executive  board,  Walter  Diehl,  Harold 
Kaitz,  James  O’Brien  and  President  Barrows. 
Barrows  has  been  chief  projectionist  at  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre  here  since  that  de  luxe 
4,400-seater  opened  nearly  20  years  ago.  He 
has  traveled  extensively  in  many  parts  of  the 
world. 


RECEIVES  AN  AWARD — Frederick  Ullman  jr.  (left),  president  of  RKO- 
Pathe,  grins  during  an  exchange  of  repartee  with  Don  McNeill  on  a broadcast 
of  the  Blue’s  Breakfast  Club  program  from  Chicago.  Ullman  was  in  Chicago  to 
attend  a preview  of  his  “New  Americans,”  latest  in  the  This  Is  America  series, 
held  at  the  H&E  Esquire  Theatre  and  receive  there  a merit  award  from  11  refugee, 
labor  and  civic  groups  in  honor  of  the  production. 

That’s  the  Breakfast  Club’s  vocalist,  Nancy  Martin,  half  hidden  behind  the 
microphone. 
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Ooing  from  wards  in  the  convalescent  and 
^ reconditioning  service  at  Wakeman  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  Camp  Atterbury,  to  the  Indiana 
Hotel  Thursday  night  was  a welcome  change 
for  300  war  veterans,  who  attended  a March 
of  Dimes  dance  given  as  a part  of  the  na- 
tional infantile  paralysis  drive  . . . Pvt.  Blue 
Barron,  former  orchestra  leader  now  stationed 
at  Camp  Atterbury,  and  Lieut.  John  Wright 
had  charge  of  the  dance  and  an  intermission 
show  given  by  the  special  service  section  of 
the  hospital. 

The  Civic  Theatre,  which  admits  service 
men  to  its  plays  free,  received  a vote  of  thanks 
from  Sgt.  R.  Lucke  jr.  of  Stout  Field. 
“Though  I am  not  a critic  by  any  means,”  he 
writes,  “in  my  opinion  the  Civic’s  produc- 
tion of  ‘Hamlet’  last  March  was  the  best  per- 
formance presented  in  Indianapolis  by  any 
organization  during  the  year.” 

Pupils  of  Indianapolis  Public  School  41, 
have  bought  a jeep,  the  second  piece  of  mili- 
tary equipment  purchased  through  stamp 
sales  since  September  . . . Frank  M.  Schuller, 
a former  employe  at  RCA  Victor  here,  was 
reported  wounded  near  Luxembourg  on  No- 
vember 11. 

Mrs.  Mary  Short,  receptionist  at  Universal 
Pictures,  has  been  promoted  to  the  account- 
ing department  of  the  company  . . . Irving 
Tamler,  for  many  years  an  exhibitor  in  In- 
dianapolis, has  sold  his  theatre  interests  and 
now  has  entered  the  grocery  store  field. 

William  Rosenthal  and  Harvey  Gold  of 
Film  Classics  exchange,  have  gone  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  for  a business  meeting  . . . Louis 
Weithe  of  the  Bard,  Louisville,  and  Douglas 
Haney  of  the  Albion,  Albion,  Ind.,  were  Film- 
row  visitors. 

Pauline  Dolan,  20th-Fox  accounting  de- 
partment, has  been  granted  a six-month 
leave  because  of  poor  health  . . . Pauline  Van- 
Treese  and  Violet  Cope  are  new  employes  at 
RKO  in  the  inspection  department. 

In  connection  with  the  March  of  Dimes 


campaign,  a series  of  motion  pictures  was 
shown  at  the  Paramount  screening  room 
January  22  for  the  personnel  of  local  film 
exchanges.  Following  the  screening,  the 
managers  of  the  exchanges  made  brief  talks 
to  the  group. 

“Tommy”  McCleaster,  former  20th-Fox 
salesman  and  now  a member  of  the  air  corps, 
is  home  on  furlough  . . . Betty  Allen,  has  re- 
signed her  position  at  the  Paramount  book- 
ing desk  to  join  the  booking  department  at 
Y&W  Theatres  . . . Bettina  Judah,  has  joined 
the  Warner  office  staff  as  a billing  clerk. 

The  mother  of  Gordon,  Schuman,  head 
booker  at  RKO,  died  January  25  after  a ling- 
ering illness  . . . Jack  Walters,  formerly  con- 
nected with  the  Arc,  Lafayette,  has  been 
reported  killed  in  the  European  war.  He  is 
a son-in-law  of  Charles  Kreighbaum,  who 
operates  the  house.  He  formerly  was  reported 
missing  in  action. 

William  "Bill”  Reiss,  has  been  appointed 
booker  and  buyer  for  the  Towers,  Park,  Ideal 
and  Oak  theatres,  Louisville  . . . Henry  Reiss 
of  the  Reiss  circuit,  operators  of  neighbor- 
hood houses,  Louisville,  has  changed  his  plans 
and  will  not  visit  Mexico  City.  Instead  he 
will  go  to  the  west  coast  sometime  in  early 
February. 


Heavy  Fire  Losses 

ST.  LOUIS — Theatres,  hotels  and  clubs 
suffered  eight  fires  in  which  total  damage 
was  $1,028,000,  according  to  a report  of  the 
1944  operations  of  the  Western  Adjustment 
& Inspection  Co.  The  total  of  all  U.S.  losses 
covered  by  the  report,  including  fires,  auto- 
mobile, windstorms,  inland  marine  and  air- 
craft was  $295,868,000  as  against  $286,452,000 
in  1943.  All  fires  in  the  nation  totaled 
$98,357,000,  against  $94,984,000  the  year  before, 
an  increase  of  4.9  per  cent.  Losses  of  less 
than  $1,000  accounted  for  86  per  cent  of  the 
total.  However,  losses  of  from  $5,000  to  $50,- 
000  and  more  were  more  frequent  than  ever 
before  the  report  reveals. 


Ascap  Wins  Challenge 
Of  Nebraska  Law 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

OMAHA — An  opinion  regarding  Nebraska’s 
so-called  Ascap  law  by  Judge  John  W.  Dele- 
hant  in  federal  district  court  here  may  re- 
sult in  many  additional  suits  involving  much 
larger  sums. 

The  Nebraska  law,  which  permits  the  use 
of  purchased  copyrighted  music  in  public 
performances  without  payment  of  royalties 
to  Ascap,  is  a “direct  attempt  to  defeat  re- 
covery of  damages  in  the  federal  court,”  ac- 
cording to  Judge  Delehant’s  opinion  filed 
in  the  case  of  five  publishers  against  11 
defendants  accused  of  copyright  infringe- 
ments. 

“Rights  of  the  plaintiffs  cannot  be  de- 
feated” by  the  Nebraska  law,  Judge  Dele- 
hant  ruled.  “This  law,”  said  Judge  Delehant, 
“declares  that  the  right  . . . granted  by  Con- 
gress and  defined  by  the  courts  shall  no 
longer  exist  in  Nebraska.”  He  held  that  under 
the  copyright  act,  the  federal  courts  alone 
possess  jurisdiction  in  such  suits. 

Delehant’s  ruling  gives  the  publishers  $250 
damages  from  each  of  the  11  defendants  for 
each  piece  of  copyrighted  music  used,  but 
not  any  additional  sums  if  the  same  piece 
had  been  played  more  than  once.  The  de- 
fendants also  are  directed  to  pay  attorney 
fees,  the  total  damages  allowed  being  about 
$6,000. 

Three  defendants  in  similar  separate  suits 
had  agreed  to  abide  by  the  court’s  decision 
in  the  present  case. 

The  five  publishers  had  withdrawn  from 
Ascap  “as  far  as  Nebraska  law  is  con- 
cerned,” Eugene  Blazer,  counsel  for  the 
plaintiffs,  argued. 

Judge  Delehant  said  that  issue  had  been 
raised  by  the  defense,  and  that  it  called  for 
comment  by  the  court  on  the  Nebraska  law 
as  it  affects  federal  court  jurisdiction. 
Omaha  defendants  were  the  Regis,  Paxton, 
Fontenelle,  Hill  and  Blackstone  Hotels,  and 
Peony  Park,  all  of  Omaha;  and  the  Play- 
more  of  Lincoln.  The  three  separate  cases 
governed  by  the  ruling  involve  the  Music 
Box,  the  former  Barrell  House  and  the  for- 
mer Beachcomber,  all  of  Omaha. 


TEN-STRIKE— IN  MORE  WAYS  THAN  ONE!— Frank  Mantzke,  Universal 
branch  manager  at  Milwaukee  for  seven  years,  has  been  named  district  manager 
for  Monogram  Pictures  on  the  west  coast.  He’s  a bowler,  and  this  photo  was 
snapped  as  a bunch  of  the  boys  got  together  for  a farewell  session  with  the  tenpins. 
Left  to  right:  Charles  Trampe,  branch  manager  of  Monogram,  Milwaukee;  John 
Ermi,  partner  in  Marino  Recreation  Co.;  Mantzke;  Eddie  Gavin,  Universal  sales- 
man, Milwaukee. 


Lieut.  Anthony  Kerasotes 
Now  Reported  Dead 

SPRINGFIELD,  ILL.  — Lieut.  Anthony 
Kerasotes  of  the  navy,  who  was  reported 
“missing”  several  weeks  ago  after  a destroyer 
action  in  the  North  Atlantic,  is  now  pre- 
sumed to  be  dead,  according  to  the  latest 
casualty  lists  out  of  Washington.  He  is  a 
son  of  Gus  Kerasotes,  head  of  the  Kerasotes 
Bros,  circuit,  which  operates  theatre  here 
and  in  several  other  central  and  southern 
Illinois  communities. 


Bishop  Asks  Support 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

TORONTO — For  the  first  time  in  many 
months  official  attention  was  directed  to 
moving  pictures  in  Canada  by  a prelate  of 
the  Catholic  church  when  the  Most  Rev. 
J.  F.  Ryan,  bishop  of  Hamilton  diocese,  called 
for  renewed  support  for  the  Legion  of  De- 
cency in  the  suppression  of  films  to  which 
objection  was  taken.  His  excellency,  how- 
ever, was  also  critical  of  some  features  of 
modern  literature  and  radio  broadcasts  along 
with  films. 


Ray  Collins  to  Stint  in  “Night" 

Ray  Collins  has  been  signed  for  a stint  in 
Universal’s  “A  Night  in  Paradise.” 
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John  A.  Muchmore, 
Kansas  City,  Dead 

KANSAS  CITY — John  A.  Muchmore,  a 
veteran  of  28  years  in  the  motion  picture 
business,  all  except  two  in  distribution,  died 
last  Saturday  at  Bell  Memorial  Hospital  here, 
where  he  had  undergone  an  operation  Janu- 
ary 16.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  five  sisters 
and  a brother.  The  funeral  was  held  Tues- 
day in  Neodesha,  Kas.,  where  he  was  born  58 
years  ago. 

Muchmore  joined  the  Famous  Players- 
Lasky  (now  Paramount)  exchange  at  Kansas 
City  in  the  accounting  department  in  1917. 
The  following  year  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Des  Moines  office  as  chief  accountant  there. 
In  the  latter  part  of  1919  he  was  made  branch 
manager  at  Des  Moines  succeeding  R.  C.  Li- 
Beau,  who  was  transferred  to  Kansas  City  as 
district  manager. 

Muchmore’s  next  venture  was  a theatre  at 
Neodesha,  which  he  operated  about  two  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Kansas  City  as 
office  manager  for  M-G-M. 

In  1940  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt  entered 
the  theatre  equipment  and  supply  business, 
setting  up  the  Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 
In  1941  the  two  acquired  the  franchise  here 
for  PRC  pictures.  A year  later  they  were 
joined  by  Beverly  Miller. 

Muchmore  and  Patt  made  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  of  their  interests  in  the  PRC 
franchise  to  Miller  a few  days  before  Much- 
more  entered  the  hospital. 

Cocktail  Party  Scheduled 
For  "Remember"  Showing 

MINNEAPOLIS — All  exhibitors  in  this  area 
have  been  invited  by  Manager  Hy  Chap- 
man to  a screening  of  “A  Song  to  Remem- 
ber,” to  be  followed  by  a cocktail  party. 
The  film  goes  on  the  screen  at  2:30  p.  m„ 
Monday,  February  12,  at  the  Granada  The- 
atre. 

Showmen  will  then  trek  to  Hotel  Nicollet 
for  the  cocktail  party,  to  be  held  in  Va- 
riety Club  headquarters.  A good  turnout  is 
expected. 

I.  C.  Jensen  Reopens 
Iowa  Falls  Theatre 

IOWA  FALLS,  IOWA— The  Metropolitan 
Theatre  here  has  been  reopened  after  being 
completely  remodeled  and  re-equippd.  A 
new  soundproof  and  fireproof  booth  was 
installed.  New  projection  equipment,  a new 
sound  system  and  a new  screen  were  other 
improvements.  I.  C.  Jensen  is  manager. 


Check  David  City  Fire 

DAVID  CITY,  NEB. — The  audience  at  a 
recent  show  at  the  City  Theatre  here,  oper- 
ated by  A.  F.  Jenkins,  had  to  be  let  out  at 
mid  evening  when  a fire  broke  out  in  the 
Jenkins  apartment  which  is  connected  to  the 
theatre.  The  blaze  was  checked  before  it 
reached  the  auditorium. 


Lebedoff  Buys  Cozy 

MINNEAPOLIS — Martin  Lebedoff,  man- 
ager of  the  Brynwood,  de  luxe  neighborhood 
house  here,  has  purchased  the  Cozy,  Milaca, 
Minn.  The  former  owner  was  George  West- 
erman.  Lebedoff  will  remain  at  the  Bryn- 
wood and  have  a local  manager  at  Milaca. 


Archie  Zacherl  Is  111 

MINNEAPOLIS — Archie  Zacherl,  veteran 
Universal  salesman,  is  gravely  ill  in  Uni- 
versity Hospital.  He  suffered  an  attack 
after  leaving  his  office  last  Saturday. 


Brownout  Showmanship 
Challenges  Exhibitors 


We  Learn  All  About 
The  Blairs  From  Sue 

Kansas  City — BOXOFFICE  produced 
several  foul  balls  in  an  article  in  the 
January  20  issue  entitled  “ ‘All  About’ 
Radar  by  Bill  Blair,”  according  to  Miss 
Sue  Blair  who  “does  the  work”  around 
the  Blair  theatres  of  Smith  Center  and 
Osborne,  Kas. 

The  original  story  stated  that  Sam 
Blair,  owner  of  the  theatres,  had  learned 
all  about  radar  from  his  brother,  Bill. 
This,  Miss  Blair  writes,  couldn’t  be 
much  more  wrong.  Sam,  she  implies, 
knows  more  about  radar  than  Bill  will 
ever  know  because  he  has  been  going  to 
Filmrow  for  35  years. 

Furthermore,  Bill  is  not  Sam’s  brother 
at  all  but  his  nephew  and  the  owner  of 
the  Osborne,  Kas.,  unit  of  the  Blair  en- 
terprises. But  Bill  is  in  the  navy  just 
as  the  article  stated. 

“As  for  me,  please!  I’m  Sam’s  very 
youngest  daughter,  NOT  his  wife,”  Miss 
Blair  continues. 

As  for  BOXOFFICE,  our  face  is  red 
clear  up  to  here,  Miss  Blair! 


Omaha  Filmrow  Supplies 
Smokes  for  Jack  Connor 

OMAHA — Jack  Connor,  M-G-M  exploiteer, 
is  recovering  at  a local  hospital  following  an 
operation. 

When  Branch  Manager  John  G.  Kempt- 
gen  of  M-G-M  mentioned  he  was  trying  to 
keep  Jack  in  cigarets  during  the  period  of 
his  recovery,  it  gave  Jesse  McBride,  Para- 
mount branch  manager,  an  idea. 

He  wrote  a letter  to  all  exchanges,  asking 
each  exchange  to  provide  cigarets  for  one 
week  for  Jack.  Now  they  are  all  cooperating. 

The  idea  is  a gem,  everyone  concludes,  un- 
less the  cigaret  shortage  gets  the  best  of  some 
of  the  Row  salesmen  and  they  decide  to  come 
down  with  “minor  ailment”  as  a means  of 
solving  their  own  shortage. 

E.  G.  Gannon  Purchases 
Schuvler,  Neb.,  Avalon 

SCHUYLER,  NEB.— E.  G.  Gannon,  former 
theatre  operator  of  Wyndmere,  N.  D.,  has 
purchased  the  Avalon  Theatre  here  and  will 
begin  an  extensive  refurbishing  program 
early  in  February. 


DES  MOINES — Complying  with  War  Pro- 
duction Board  orders  for  a nationwide 
brownout,  theatres  here  turned  out  their  up- 
right signs,  marquee  lights,  borders,  outside 
display  cases,  etc.,  last  week  and  did  business 
with  a 60-watt  light  guiding  patrons  to  their 
boxoffices. 

Walter  Ahrens,  manager  of  the  Orpheum, 
turned  out  about  half  of  his  lights  on  January 
28,  and  dimmed  the  rest  February  1.  E.  M. 
Garbett  of  the  Garbett  circuit  said  his  thea- 
tres would  all  use  the  60-watt  light  outside, 
and  add  additional  boxoffice  light  in  cases 
where  safety  demanded. 

Seek  to  Showmandise  Situation 

A meeting  of  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp.  dis- 
trict managers  was  held  prior  to  the  brown- 
out, at  which  several  showmanship  ideas 
were  developed  to  overcome  any  disadvantage 
which  might  derive  from  blacking  out  signs 
and  advertising  posters. 

G.  Ralph  Branton,  Tri-States  general 
manager,  has  offered  $500  in  cash  prizes  to 
the  Tri-States  managers  who  use  the  cleverest 
showmanship  campaigns  in  connection  with 
the  first  two  weeks  of  the  brownout.  Bran- 
ton  has  requested  reports  from  all  of  his 
managers  indicating  the  public  reaction  to 
the  brownout. 

A special  events  broadcast  was  held  in 
front  of  the  Des  Moines  Theatre  Thursday 
night  (25).  Station  KRNT  had  a two-way 
hookup  with  one  announcer  in  front  of  the 
theatre  and  another  at  the  Iowa  Power  & 
Light  Co.  The  man  at  the  theatre  inter- 
viewed people  on  the  street  about  their  re- 
action to  the  brownout  and  the  announcer  at 
the  power  plant  interviewed  plant  workers 
about  the  savings  in  coal  as  a result  of  the 
new  ruling. 

Dimout  a Week  Early 

Tri-States  theatres  in  Davenport,  Rock 
Island  and  Moline  turned  out  their  lights  a 
week  before  the  deadline.  District  Manager 
H.  D.  Grove  placed  special  ads  in  the  news- 
papers explaining  the  event. 

One  of  the  main  questions  of  theatre  man- 
agers here  was  how  to  assure  customers  that 
the  boxoffice  is  open,  even  though  the  lights 
are  so  few.  Special  advertising  is  planned 
in  many  cases,  emphasizing  the  closing  time. 
Several  of  the  theatres  had  large  cutou.t  cards 
or  signs  with  transparent  or  silhouetted  let- 
ters reading  “Tickets  Here”  hanging  in  the 
boxoffice  window. 

Some  theatres  in  southern  Iowa,  and  many 
in  Nebraska  will  not  be  affected  by  the  new 
WPB  ruling,  since  they  have  hydroelectric 
power,  and  do  not  consume  coal  in  the  pro- 
duction of  electricity. 


Police  and  Gags  for  Brownout 

Omaha — William  Miskell,  Tri-States  district  manager,  has  an  idea  Omaha  is 
going  to  seem  awfully  dark  during  the  early  periods  of  the  dimout,  which  went  into 
effect  here  Thursday.  He  also  has  an  idea  patrons  may  be  worried  about  safety  at 
first.  To  offset  this  he  comes  up  with  two  schemes. 

First,  he  has  hired  policemen  in  their  off  hours  to  be  stationed  at  all  three  Tri- 
State  houses.  This,  he  feels,  will  give  the  public  the  assurance  they  find  lacking  when 
they  discover  only  a 60-watt  bulb  burning  outside  the  theatre  and  the  rest  of  the  down- 
town similarly  darkened.  Second,  is  his  psychological  special.  Bill  believes  he  can  get 
the  public  to  laugh  the  “dimout”  danger  off. 

On  Thursday  night  he  was  to  have  a public  address  blaring  in  front  of  the  theatre, 
a man  with  a lantern  walking  up  and  down,  a plumber’s  candle  out  in  front  and  a fur- 
thur  series  of  gags  on  the  plight. 

After  a few  weeks,  Miskell  believes  the  public  will  become  accustomed  to  darkened 
streets  and  take  them  in  stride. 
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pd  Bruegging,  former  WB  shipper,  now  a 
“foot  soldier”  at  Camp  Fannin,  Tex., 
sends  word  to  friends  that  he’s  okay  and 
knee  deep  in  work  . . . Frank  Meade,  den- 
tist at  Kingman,  Kas.,  made  one  of  his 
rare  visits  to  Filmrow  last  week.  He  runs 
the  theatre  there  since  his  father’s  death. 

Charley  Siebenthaler,  who  is  with  Homer 
Blackwell,  furniture  distributor,  has  a side- 
line that  brings  him  to  Filmrow — photo- 
graphs of  babies  for  the  benefit  of  their 
daddies  overseas.  Charley  has  a studio  near 
Nineteenth  and  Wyandotte  . . . . L.  Harris, 
Dallas,  district  sales  manager  for  Alexander 
Film  Co.,  was  here  making  the  rounds  with 
the  sales  force  in  the  Kansas  City  area. 
Tom  Kinton,  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  is  a new  sales 
representative  in  Missouri. 

Ralph  T.  Beeson,  who  is  running  the  Main 
Street,  Chanute,  Kas.,  while  Ray  Walsh  is 
in  the  navy,  was  on  Filmrow.  Walsh  last 
was  heard  from  on  the  west  coast,  ready  to 
go  overseas  . . . Dave  Finn,  regional  mana- 
ger at  Chicago  for  RCA  Victor,  was  here 
last  week. 

H.  R.  Maag,  who  several  years  ago  was 
district  manager  here  for  RCA  Victor,  has 
been  appointed  west  coast  regional  manager 
with  headquarters  at  the  RCA  Victor’s  Hol- 
lywood offices,  1016  N.  Sycamore  Ave.  . . . 
Another  former  Kansas  Citian,  Hal  Winters, 
district  manager  here  at  one  time,  is  now 
regional  manager  at  Cleveland  for  RCA 
Victor. 

Rube  Melcher,  Popper’s  Supply  Co.,  has 
returned  from  California  with  the  report 
that  a visit  to  Filmrow  there  gives  the  il- 
lusion of  being  in  Kansas  City  because  of 
the  former  Kansas  Citians  there.  He  says 
“75  per  cent  of  the  western  Filmrow  per- 
sonnel are  from  Kansas  City  or  Omaha.”  He 
talked  over  plans  for  the  Motor  Hotel  in 
Hollywood  with  his  associates  in  that  en- 
terprise, Harry  Taylor  and  Morrie  Sneed, 
the  latter  of  the  Strand,  Council  Bluffs. 
Among  those  he  met  in  Los  Angeles  were 
Fred  Greenberg,  Joe  Rosenberg,  Benny  Tay- 


lor, Oscar  Johnson,  Bill  Toplikar,  Frank 
Cassil  and  George  Harttmann. 

O.  L.  Christian,  who  operated  the  Liberty 
at  Parker,  Kas.,  15  years,  still  owns  the 
theatre  and  some  equipment.  The  theatre 
was  closed  18  months  ago  but  the  building 
is  used  occasionally  by  local  groups  for 
meetings.  Christian  says  that  if  he  still  has 
the  equipment  when  the  war  is  over  he  may 
reopen  the  theatre.  Meanwhile  he  lives  here, 
managing  his  apartment  houses,  making 
headquarters  in  the  one  at  3739  Broadway. 

When  Jack  Adams  (distinguished  down  in 
Texas  as  “Little  Jack”  from  his  father), 
division  manager  for  PRC  for  southern  of- 
fices, was  here  last  week  working  on  cir- 
cuit deals  with  Beverly  Miller,  franchise 
holder  here.  He  remained  long  enough  to 
get  acquainted  with  people.  On  other  visits 
here  he  rushed  in  and  out.  Adams  is  tak- 
ing a man  out  of  this  area  to  the  southern 
office.  Harry  Rogers,  branch  manager  at 
Omaha,  goes  to  Dallas  as  manager  there. 
J.  E.  Mitchell  has  been  handling  the  Dallas 
office  since  Adams  sold  the  franchise  to 
PRC  and  remains  as  assistant  branch  man- 
ager. 

The  Dickinson  circuit  is  conducting  a Glen 
W.  Dickinson  jr.  contest  in  honor  of  the  cir- 
cuit head’s  son,  now  an  ensign  in  the  navy 
on  a destroyer  . . . Jerry  Zigmond,  manager 
of  the  Newman,  and  Jim  Castle,  Paramount 
district  publicity  representative,  have  re- 
turned from  New  York,  where  plans  were 
perfected  for  the  popular  price  campaign  on 
“For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,”  which  goes  into 
general  release  in  February. 

Mike  Lee,  Monogram  manager,  accom- 
panied Ralph  Morgan,  salesman,  on  a swing 
through  the  Kansas  territory  this  week.  Lee 
had  been  laid  up  with  the  “flu”  several  days 
. . . Amy  Sinclair  was  back  at  her  office 
manager’s  desk  at  Metro  after  attending  the 
M-G-M  office  managers  conference  in  New 
York. 

A neon  display  advertising  “Frenchman’s 
Creek”  at  Paramount  exchange  attracted 


Plan  Now  to  Install 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

Now  is  the  time  to  get  the  "lowdown"  on  what  you 
can  do  in  Air  Conditioning  installation.  Even 
though  we  are  restricted  — 

U.  S.  Air  Conditioning  Equipment 
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Missouri  Theatre  Supply 
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TELEPHONE  GRAND  2864 
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much  attention  and  favorable  comment  on 
Filmrow  this  week.  The  display  had  been  used 
at  the  Newman  Theatre  for  its  engagement 
of  the  feature  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  Smith 
of  the  Mayer,  Westmoreland,  Kas.,  visited  on 
Filmrow  while  in  town  attending  the  56th 
annual  convention  of  the  Western  Retail  Im- 
plement and  Hardware  Ass’n.  They  have  a 
hardware  store  in  Westmoreland. 

Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  M-G-M  district  sales 
manager  from  Dallas,  was  a brief  visitor  at 
the  Kansas  City  exchange.  He  left  here  for 
St.  Louis  . . . Many  a quiet  tribute  was  paid 
to  the  memory  of  John  Muchmore,  who  died 
last  Saturday.  He  was  mourned  as  an  un- 
assuming, quiet,  kindly  man  who  would 
rather  suffer  himself  than  harm  another,  a 
thoroughly  good  man,  always  “on  an  even 
keel.” 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Doy  Haines,  Warner  Bros,  western  sales 
manager,  was  expected  in  this  week  . . . 
Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox  anniversary  drive 
leader,  is  due  here  February  17  for  a sales 
meeting  . . . Chick  Evans,  United  Artists 
exploiteer,  came  in  from  Chicago  . . . Lieut. 
Arnold  Rubenstein,  brother  of  Charlie,  inde- 
pendent circuit  owner,  is  home  on  leave 
after  completing  35  missions  over  Germany 
as  a bombardier  . . . Harry  Hirsch,  Alvin 
Theatre  impresario,  went  to  Chicago  in 
quest  of  talent  for  his  burlesque  stock  season. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Nick  Grengs,  Spooner,  Wis.;  Ray 
Blakeslee,  Medford,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Lyle  Farrow, 
Parkers  Prairie;  Jack  Hey  wood,  New  Rich- 
mond, Wis.;  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls, 
and  Alfred  Nicholson,  Petersburgh,  N.  D. 
The  latter  was  paying  his  first  visit  to 
Filmrow  . . . Two  new  employes  at  RKO  are 
Dolores  Larson,  booking  secretary,  and  Mary 
Gibbs,  formerly  with  Universal. 

“Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  branch  mana- 
ger, came  back  from  Chicago  where  he  at- 
tended a showing  of  “Song  to  Remember.” 
A prevue  will  be  held  here  shortly  for  the 
trade  . . . Ben  Blotcky,  Paramount  branch 
manager,  is  happy  because  of  the  smash 
business  that  “Sign  of  the  Cross”  is  doing 
at  the  Century  here  . . . R.  Mullen,  owner 
of  the  State  Theatre,  along  Filmrow  with 
two  lovely  twins,  Joan  and  Jeanette  Gallup, 
who  assist  him  at  his  showhouse.  It  was  a 
tour  of  the  exchanges  for  the  12-year-old 
sisters. 

Dolores  Lundquist,  RKO  second  booker,  was 
home  ill  . . . M.  A.  Levy,  20th-Fox  dis- 
trict manager,  returned  from  Omaha  where 
he  and  W.  C.  Gehring,  western  division 
manager,  set  deals  with  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  and  the  Tri-State  circuit 
for  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  and  “Winged 
Victory.”  Dates  for  both  pictures  already 
have  been  set  in  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul 
and  will  be  announced  shortly  . . . RKO 
branch  here  got  off  to  a good  start  in  the 
Ned  Depinet  drive. 


Fire  at  Havelock  House 

HAVELOCK,  NEB.— A booth  fire  at  the 
Joyo  Theatre  here,  owned  by  Clarence 
Frasier,  closed  the  house  for  several  days. 
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Fans  al  Kansas  City 
Line  Up  for  'St.  Louis' 

KANSAS  CITY — Big  hearted  Kansas  City 
went  to  the  shows  this  week,  dug  down  deep 
for  lots  of  dimes  and  dollars  and  dropped 
them  into  the  plate  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
infantile  paralysis  fund.  Business  was  extra 
good.  The  Midland  had  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis.”  Weekend  crowds  were  enormous.  The 
Esquire,  Uptown  and  Fairway  with  “Sunday 
Dinner  for  a Soldier”  and  “Fighting  Lady” 
did  a tremendous  business,  while  “The  Wom- 
an in  the  Window”  in  its  second  week  at  the 
Orpheum  almost  leveled  off  with  last  week’s 
high. 

(Average  is  100) 


Esquire — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th- 

Fox);  The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) .150 

Midland — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 185 

Newman — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

2nd  wk 165 

Orpheum — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

2nd  wk.,  Johnny  Doesn't  Live  Here  Any  More 

(Mono)  .165 

Tower — I'm  From  Arkansas  (PRC);  Gambler's 

Choice  (Para),  plus  stage  show  110 

Uptown  and  Fairway — Same  as  Esquire - ..160 


Very  Big  Business  at  Minneapolis 
With  “Dinner"  Taking  Honors 

MINNEAPOLIS  — Thanks  to  an  excellent 
lineup  of  attractions,  business  was  very  big 
all  along  the  line  last  week.  The  Orpheum 
with  Spike  Jones  and  his  band  and  acts  on 
the  stage  and  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier” 
on  the  screen  led  the  field. 


Aster — The  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO);  When 

Strangers  Marry  (Mono)  110 

Century — The  Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para) 150 

Gopher — Girl  Rush  (RKO)  100 

Lyric — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk 110 

Orpheum — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox) , 

plus  stage  show  175 

Radio  City — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd  wk 100 

State — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 170 

World — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  2nd  wk 100 


“Woman"  Takes  High  Percentage 
At  Des  Moines  Downtowners 

DES  MOINES — A murder  mystery  “The 
Woman  in  the  Window,”  at  the  Orpheum 
proved  the  biggest  drawing  card  among 
downtown  A houses  here  last  week.  It  was  on 
a double  bill  with  the  musical  comedy  “Min- 
strel Man.” 


Des  Moines — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 90 

Orpheum — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (JJKO); 

Minstrel  Man  (PRC)  110 

Paramount — Summer  Storm  (UA);  The  National 
Barn  Dance  (Para)  ....: 95 


Crosby  in  “Here  Come  the  WAVES" 
Grabs  Omaha  Boxoffice  Laurels 

OMAHA — Bing  Crosby  in  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  handed  the  week’s  boxoffice  laurels 
to  the  Paramount  Theatre  hands  down.  Also 
in  a good  week  were  “The  Woman  in  the 
Window”  and  “Tahiti  Nights”  at  the  Brandeis 
and  “Waterloo  Bridge”  and  “One  Body  Too 
Many”  at  the  Orpheum.  Weather  was  colder 
and  another  blanket  of  snow  covered  the  city. 


Brandeis — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

Tahiti  Nights  (Col)  130 

Omaha — Waterloo  Bridge  (M-G-M),  reissue; 

One  Body  Too  Many  (Para).... 120 

Orpheum — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  3rd  wk 100 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 155 

State — Wilson  (20th-Fox),  return  engagement 130 

Town — End  of  the  Road  (Rep),  Babes  on  Swing 
Street  (Univ),  split  with  The  Navajo  Trail 
(Mono);  The  Hairy  Ape  (UA) , 100 


Harry  Savereide 

THE  MIDWEST  THEATRE  BROKER 

Theatre  Brokerage  Exclusively 
1850  Logan  Avenue,  Waterloo,  Iowa 


MIDWEST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


A.  J.  Swanton  be- 
came an  exhibitor  by 
accident.  He  went  to 
Worthington,  Minn., 
in  1917  to  buy  the 
telephone  company 
and  bought  a theatre, 
instead.  He  moved  to 
Emmettsburg,  Iowa,  in 
November  ;1920 ' and 
acquired  the  Iowa 
Theatre.  He  never 
held  public  office,  but 
is  active  in  the  Ma- 
sonic Lodge,  Congregational  Church  and  Ro- 
tary, never  having  missed  a meeting  of  the 
latter.  Hunting,  fishing  and  raising  flowers 
are  his  pastimes.  Son  Harrison  is  a pilot  for 
Northwest  Airlines,  operating  out  of  Min- 
neapolis. Friends  call  him  “A.  J.” 


For  the  little  town  of 
Eustis,  Neb.,  the  name 
John  Grabenstein  and 
the  Liberty  Theatre 
will  always  be  associ- 
ated. Grabenstein’s  de- 
votion to  his  house 
since  1924  gives  his 
work  an  institutional 
quality.  He  is  married 
and  a member  of  the 
Commercial  Club  and 
Nebraska  Exhibitors 
Ass’n.  His  slogan  is: 
Good  pictures  mean  good  business.  When 
asked  his  hobby  he  replied  in  a somewhat 
mysterious  way,  “Mickey.”  If  it  is  consid- 
ered such  by  his  fellow-townsmen,  then  his 
hobby  is  active,  energetic  participation  in 
civic  affairs. 


When  J.  M.  Reyn- 
olds returned  to  El- 
wood,  Neb.,  from 
France  following 
World  War  I,  he  be- 
came a projectionist 
for  business  men  who 
acquired  the  Elwood 
Theatre.  After  six 
months  he  purchased 
all  shares.  In  1930  he 
bought  the  Bertrand, 

Bertrand,  Neb.  For 
two  years  he  was  act- 
ing postmaster  and  is  a rural  carrier  with 
22  years’  experience.  He  was  a Legion  post 
adjutant  15  years,  is  secretary  of  the  Com- 
munity Club  and  25-year  member  of  IOOF. 
He  also  is  secretary  of  the  Gosper  County 
draft  board. 


In  1910  Horace  F. 
Kennedy  purchased 
his  brother’s  business 
and  became  an  exhibi- 
tor. His  operation  of 
the  Bow  and  Lyric, 
Broken  Bow,  Neb.,  has 
been  uninterrupted. 
While  son  Howard  is 
in  the  South  Pacific, 
the  theatres  are  man- 
aged by  tnephew  Fred 
C.  Miller.  Kennedy, 
ex-sheriff  of  Custer 
County  and  former  state  senator,  was  in  the 
Spanish-American  War  and  holds  the  Pur- 
ple Heart  and  Congressional  Medal  of 
Honor.  He  Is  a member  of  the  Rotary,  Ma- 
sons, Public  Service  Club  and  Iowa-Nebraska 
MPTO. 

When  C.  G.  Boom 
purchased  the  Lyric, 

Ellendale,  N.  D„  in 
1909,  he  extended  one- 
third  interest  to  son, 

William  S.  Boom,  for 
his  assistance.  Their 
equipment  included 
one  hand-cranked 
Motiograph  projector, 
one  Edison  phono- 
graph and  about  150 
folding  chairs.  A bed- 
sheet  was  used  for  a 
screen.  “There  have  been  some  changes  since 
then,”  he  says.  Son  Gaylord  is  a naval 
doctor  and  son  Howard  is  a test  engineer 
with  Pratt  & Whitney.  For  nine  years  he 
has  been  on  the  high  school  board  of  edu- 
cation. He  is  an  enthusiastic  gardener. 


The  Lyric  at  Lakefield, 

Minn.,  sang  a new 
song  when  Porter  W. 

Ashley  bought  out  the 
owner  in  1924.  Since 
then  he  has  furnished 
the  townspeople  the 
best  in  screen  fare. 

Ashley’s  son  is  a stu- 
dent  in  Lakefield 
High  School.  Socializ- 
ing at  the  Business 
Men’s  and  Commercial 
clubs  is  all  very  well, 
but  give  Porter  the  outdoors.  Several  times 
a year  his  Ontario  cabin  on  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  sends  up  thick,  warm  smoke, 
and  the  neighbors  know  he  has  re- 
turned. His  son  helps  in  the  theatre  when 
not  attending  school. 


With  Martin  John- 
son, who  later  became 
the  big  game  hunter, 

Walter  Bradley  en- 
tered the  industry  in 
1908  at  Independence, 

Kas.  As  stage  carpen- 
ter and  operator, 

Bradley  became  famil- 
iar with  single-reel 
and  split-reel  features, 
shown  for  five  cents. 

When  carnivals  and 
circuses  came  to  town, 

Bradley  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to 
act  on  the  legitimate  stage.  He  operates  the 
New  Moon,  Neligh,  Neb.,  the  Palace,  Clear- 
water, Neb.,  and  is  secretary  of  the  local 
draft  board  and  commander  of  the  American 
Legion. 


While  in  junior  high 
school,  R.  E.  Falkin- 
burg  exhibited  pic- 
tures in  York  Opera 
House  in  1904.  In  1905 
he  presented  Edison’s 
“Great  Train  Rob- 
bery” in  a tent  with 
the  C.  W.  Parker  Car- 
nival Co.  For  29  years 
he  has  been  in  Lex- 
ington, Neb.  The  Ma- 
jestic and  Ralf  have  a 
tried  helmsman.  On 
the  city  council  12  years,  he  is  a member 
of  the  public  works  and  power  board.  Man- 
aging the  municipally-owned  light  and  water 
projects.  He  is  a fisherman,  farmer  and 
livestock  feeder.  He  also  is  a Mason  and 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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Variety  at  Omaha 
Winds  Up  Big  Year 

OMAHA — More  than  250  Omaha  Variety 
Club  members,  their  wives  and  friends 
turned  out  last  Saturday  night  for  the  an- 
nual Variety  inauguration  ball  at  the  Paxton 
Hotel  and  to  hear  a report  on  the  biggest 


Make  An  Air  Raid 
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charity  year  in  the  clubs’  history.  The  Rev. 
Marcel  Keliher,  chaplain,  installed  the  new 
officers  with  the  traditional  pledge  cere- 
mony. 

They  are:  E.  I.  Rubin,  chief  barker;  F.  J. 
Hannon,  assistant  barker;  H.  B.  Johnson, 
second  assistant;  M.  L.  Stern,  doughguy; 
J.  H.  Jacobs,  property  man,  and  Charles 
Lieb,  Henry  McGrath,  J.  T.  McBride,  Hymie 
Novitsky,  Leon  Mendelson,  D.  V.  McLucas, 
Walter  Green,  Sam  Epstein  and  William 
Barker,  canvasmen. 

The  club's  largest  charity  effort  was  the 
Children’s  Memorial  Hospital  in  Omaha. 
More  than  $13,000  was  contributed  through 
matinees  in  the  territory  and  through  a gift 
from  the  club. 


DES  MOINES 


TMTeet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  means  more  than  a 
film  title  to  Vi  De  Corpo,  Tri-States 
booking  department.  Vi’s  husband,  who  has 
been  in  the  Aleutians  27  months,  wired  her 
from  Seattle  that  he  was  back  in  the  States, 
and  that  she  should  meet  him  in  St.  Louis. 

Jess  Day,  Tri-States  district  manager  at 
Ft.  Dodge,  and  H.  L.  Miller,  manager  of  the 
Rialto  at  Ft.  Dodge,  visited  the  home  offices 
last  week. 

Office  friends  at  Warners  presented  Ruby 
Dyer  Zelcer  with  a bedspread  last  week  . . . 
Mel  Evidon  returned  from  a business  trip  to 
New  York. 

Elaine  Flutz  has  resigned  her  position  as 
assistant  booker  at  Columbia  . . . New  gen- 
eral stenographer  at  Columbia  is  Betty  Bar- 
noski.  Betty  worked  for  Columbia  last  sum- 
mer, and  left  in  September  to  finish  her  last 
semester  at  high  school. 

Melvin  Newman  has  joined  the  Universal 
staff  as  assistant  booker.  Newman  is  from 
Omaha,  and  is  new  in  the  film  business. 

Jean  Hanson  of  Universal  celebrated  a 
birthday  last  week.  The  girls  from  that  ex- 
change entertained  Marie  Slatkoske  before 
her  departure  last  week.  Marie  is  down  the 
Row  a few  doors  at  Film  Classics  now. 

Mrs.  Lorena  Duff,  RKO  biller,  returned  to 
her  desk  after  a week’s  vacation.  Florence 
Paschall,  RKO  inspector,  has  been  ill  for  sev- 
eral weeks. 

New  assistant  shipper  at  RKO  is  Russell 
Mendenhall  . . . Larry  Hensler  has  been  a 
proud  grandpa  since  January  28.  Both  baby 
girl  and  grandpa  are  getting  along  nicely! 

Zeldene  Siedenfeld  is  the  new  switchboard 
operator  at  M-G-M  . . . Mrs.  Myrtle  Gray  of 
20th-Fox  accompanied  her  son  Cpl.  Richard 
Gray  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  his  engagement 
was  announced. 

We  understand  it  is  a bit  difficult  at  Water- 
loo, Iowa,  to  be  sure  whether  you  are  in  the 
Paramount  or  Strand  Theatre.  It  is  because 
the  ticket  takers  at  the  two  houses  are  George 
Moffett  and  Samuel  Moffett — twins. 

Visitors  along  the  Row  included:  Mrs.  C. 
S.  Hoffman,  Knoxville;  Wayne  Dutton,  Man- 
chester; Clyde  Pratt,  Washington;  Frank 
Smith,  Corydon,  and  Harry  Herman,  Port 
City  and  New  Hampton. 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 
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Tieut.  S.  M.  Yeager,  former  RKO  salesman 
here,  came  back  to  visit  friends  along  the 
Row.  He  is  now  stationed  with  the  Sixth 
service  command  . . . Rhea  Schneider  Polskey, 
formerly  with  M-G-M  and  now  living  at  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  also  was  a visitor. 

Bess  Perimeter,  head  of  the  M-G-M  con- 
tract department  head,  is  leaving  the  office 
to  concentrate  on  housework.  Florence  Brush, 
assistant  in  the  department,  takes  over.  Lu- 
cille Bentz,  booker’s  stenographer,  will  take 
Florence’s  old  position  . . . Pat  “Lucky” 
O’Connor,  former  Montgomery  Ward  record 
department  manager,  is  out  of  the  service 
and  has  joined  the  Chico  Marx  show. 

Mrs.  Henry  Dozier,  former  Omahan  and 
sister-in-law  of  William  Dozier,  also  a for- 
mer Omahan  and  a film  production  man,  is 
moving  from  Washington  to  Beverly  Hills, 
Calif.,  following  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Comdr.  Henry  Dozier,  who  was  drowned  in 
the  South  Pacific. 

Chuck  Good  is  the  new  student  booker  at 
M-G-M.  Chuck  is  out  of  the  service  after  16 
months  . . . Mystery  about  the  romance  that 
blossomed  at  the  20th-Fox  Christmas  party 
clears  with  20th-Fox  being  revealed  as  cupid. 
D.  Neville  Reiman,  stationed  here  with  the 
army,  was  among  those  invited  to  the  party. 
There  he  met  Lucille  Kruse,  former  20th- 
Fox  and  RKO  employe.  Now  they  are  en- 
gaged with  a wedding  expected  in  the  not- 
to-distant  future. 

Hazel  Anderson,  Metro  office  manager,  re- 
veals it  was  a “star  sapphire”  not  a diamond 
and  she  admits  “there  may  be  some  truth  to 
the  rumor.”  Hazel  refuses  to  say  who  the 
lucky  one  is.  Friends  say  they  know,  any- 
how . . . H.  B.  Johnson,  Universal  branch 
manager,  was  to  be  in  South  Dakota  this 
week. 

Jerry  Lubin,  Warners  representative,  was  in 
town  . . . George  H.  Atkinson,  representative 
of  the  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  organization,  re- 
turned to  Omaha  in  advance  of  “The  Mikado” 
for  the  first  time  since  the  first  world  war. 
He  remembers  Omaha  because  he  took  down 
with  pneumonia  while  here. 

W.  C.  Gehring,  from  the  20th-Fox  home  of- 
fice, and  Moe  Levy,  district  manager  at 
Minneapolis,  spent  several  days  here  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Craig  of  Plainview,  Neb., 
were  headed  for  the  Row  Monday  when  an 
operation  in  the  family  halted  the  trip. 

Omahan  Colin  Clements,  who  had  a hand 
in  writing  “Harriet,”  to  appear  here  next 
month,  wired  friends:  “We  are  told  that  the 
old  home  town  is  to  do  us  proud  when  Helen 
Hayes  arrives  in  ‘Harriet.’  Wish  that  Fred 
Astaire  and  I could  be  there  to  ride  in  the 
parade.” 

Cpl.  Russell  Gleason  appears  on  the 
Seventh  service  command  show,  “Victory 
View,”  each  week  over  KBON  . . . Omaha’s 
Billy  Gray  is  expected  to  sign  a three-year 
contract  with  Eddie  Cantor  as  a result  of 
Cantor’s  visits  to  Billy’s  Hollywood  Club. 

Race  meet  receipts  at  this  year’s  Nebraska 
state  fair  totaled  $102,311.67.  This  does  not 
include  a big  share  of  the  $41,615.15  outside 
gate  admissions  paid  by  race  fans  hurrying  to 
the  track  nor  the  $23,193.05  in  afternoon 
grandstand  admissions  to  the  race  tracks. 

Walter  Hoffman,  20th-Fox  exploiteer,  spent 
several  days  here  . . . Visitors  along  the  Row 
included:  Lou  Ireland,  Logan,  Iowa,  exhibitor 
end  his  son,  now  in  the  army;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Noffsinger,  Madison;  Arnold  Mierier- 
dierks,  Pender,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold 
Johnson,  Onawa,  Iowa  . . . The  heavy  Sunday 
snow  kept  most  exhibitors  at  home. 
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Cleveland  Shows  Dark 
2 Days  in  Coal  Crisis 


Additional  Taxes  Are 
Sought  in  New  Bill 

HARRISBURG — The  Pennsylvania  general 
assembly  has  on  file  for  consideration  a bill 
which  would  authorize  a community  sales  or 
admission  tax. 

A warning  that  such  possible  legislation 
was  expected  to  be  introduced  into  the  leg- 
islature had  been  sounded  a number  of  times 
on  these  pages. 

House  Bill  No.  42,  presented  by  Representa- 
tive Bentley,  would  re-enact  and  amend 
(Pamphlet  Laws  45:  Aug.  5,  1932)  the  act  em- 
powering cities  of  the  first  and  second  classes 
to  levy,  assess  and  collect  or  provide  for  the 
levying,  assessment  and  collection  of  certain 
additional  taxes  for  general  revenue  purposes, 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  bureaus  and 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of  officers 
and  employes  to  assess  and  collect  such  taxes, 
and  permitting  penalties  to  be  imposed  and 
enforced.  Bill  42  would  extend  the  provisions 
of  that  act  to  cities  of  the  second  class. 

The  Bentley  measure  directly  would  allow 
the  levying  of  a tax  on  wages,  occupations  or 
sales.  Proceeds  of  any  tax  levied  under  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  in  second  class  cities  are 
for  exclusive  use  in  reduction  of  real  estate 
taxes  in  such  city  of  the  second  class. 

An  Allied  exhibitor  leader  in  Pittsburgh  has 
referred  a number  of  times  to  possibilities  of 
community  admission  taxes,  and  theatre  own- 
ers have  been  warned  that  what  the  federal 
government  can  tax  the  state  or  common- 
wealth can  tax,  and  that  an  additional  and 
equivalent  levy  may  be  placed  by  the  com- 
munity. Combination  of  federal,  state  and 
local  government  admission  tax  would  close 
most  theatres. 

The  Bentley  bill  has  been  referred  to  Penn- 
sylvania’s general  assembly  house  committee 
on  cities  and  counties  of  the  second  class. 


Would  Ban  Sunday  Films 
Within  Pennsylvania 

HARRISBURG — A dozen  church  and  re- 
form groups,  with  headquarters  in  Philadel- 
phia, operating  as  the  state  federated  legis- 
lative committee,  is  staging  a campaign  to 
outlaw  Sunday  films  in  Pennsylvania.  A com- 
plete program  has  been  prepared  by  the  re- 
form association  and  opening  of  the  active 
drive  is  expected  in  the  general  assembly. 
Prom  political  quarters  are  reports  of  con- 
centrated strength  in  the  new  fight  against 
Sabbath  entertainments. 


James  Tombs,  Danville, 
Awarded  WAC  Medal 

DANVILLE,  KY. — James  Toombs,  manager 
of  the  Kentucky  and  States  theatres  here, 
was  one  of  six  Kentucky  exhibitors  to  be  pre- 
sented with  medals  for  their  work  in  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  drive.  The  medal  was  presented 
by  L.  Hensler,  state  chairman. 

Toombs  was  chairman  of  Kentucky  district 
No.  7 which  included  Danville,  Harrodsburg, 
Lawrenceburg,  Nicholasville,  Richmond, 
Berea,  Lancaster,  Stanford,  Springfield,  Leb- 
anon and  Liberty. 

C.  R.  Blatts  Announce 
Birth  of  Daughter 

SOMERSET,  PA. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
R.  Blatt  are  parents  of  a daughter,  born 
January  16.  The  father  is  the  senior  brother 
of  the  Blatt  Bros.  Theatres  organization, 
operating  20  houses  in  western  Pennsylvania. 
The  daughter,  still  unnamed,  is  the  Blatts’ 
second  child. 


Lorenzen  Ties  Brenkert 
In  Nightingale  League 

DETROIT — Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  Is  tied 
this  week  with  Brenkert  Projectors,  long- 
time leaders  in  the  Nightingale  Club.  Team 


standings: 

Team — Won  Lost 

Brenkert  Projectors  27  18 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  27  28 

National  Theatre  Supply  Co 26  19 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment  25  20 

National  Carbon  Co 21  24 

Altec  Sound  Service  20  25 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply 17  28 

McArthur's  Motiograph  17  28 


High  scores  were  rolled  by:  Roy  Thompson,  223, 
194  and  218,  for  a total  of  635;  Michael  Creel,  228; 
Robert  Seely,  207,  and  Matt  Haskins,  206. 

General  Theatre  Service  Leads 
Bowlers  by  Very  Slim  Margin 

DETROIT — General  Theatre  Service  holds 
its  lead  by  the  slimmest  of  margins  in  the 
Film  Bowling  League: 


Team — Won  Lost 

General  Theatre  Service 9 3 

Film  Truck  Service  8 4 

Republic  7 5 

United  Artists  6 6 

RKO  Radio  6 6 

Co-Operative  Theatres  5 7 

Monogram  4 8 

Theatrical  Advertising  3 9 


Sid  Small  rolled  243,  beating  his  own  record  of 
235  for  second  high  of  the  season,  and  610  in  the 
triples  for  a new  season  high.  Barney  Adair  rolled 
a 234  for  third  high  in  the  singles  and  607  for  sec- 
ond high  in  triples. 

Other  high  scores  were:  Smith,  208;  Goryl,  216; 
McDougall,  201;  Boyer,  204;  Dunbar,  221,  and  Metz- 
ger, 201. 


Funeral  for  Nick  G.  Anas, 
Veteran  Theatre  Owner 

HOLLIDAYS  COVE,  W.  VA.— Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  here  last  Sunday  for  Nick  G. 
Anas,  58,  president  of  Weir-Cove  Enterprise, 
Inc.,  who  died  unexpectedly  January  18  at 
San  Bernardino,  Calif.,  where  he  was  vaca- 
tioning. 

Surviving  are  his  wife  Helen;  two  sons, 
Lieut.  Thomas  G.  and  Pvt.  George;  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Frank  Mandros,  Charleston, 
W.  Va.;  Angela  and  Billie  Anas  of  Hollidays 
Cove.  Burial  was  in  Chestnut  Ridge  Ceme- 
etery,  Florence,  Pa. 

A well-known  theatre  owner  33  years,  Anas 
operated  for  many  years  at  Weirton  and  Hol- 
lidays Cove. 

UDT  Asks  Zoning  Change 
To  Build  3,000-Seater 

DETROIT  — Construction  of  a 3,000-seat 
theatre  on  Detroit’s  far  west  side,  near  the 
outskirts,  is  projected  by  United  Detroit  The- 
atres, largest  local  circuit,  which  has  taken 
option  on  property  on  Plymouth  Rd.  between 
Fielding  and  Vaughan  avenues,  and  has  ap- 
plied to  the  city  council  for  zoning  change 
which  would  allow  construction  of  the  house. 

The  theatre  is  viewed  as  part  of  a com- 
munity shopping  center  development,  with 
provision  of  complete  off-street  parking  space 
for  patrons. 


To  Produce  Short  Called  "GI  Music" 

Gordon  Hollingshead  is  set  to  produce  a 
short  subject  called  “GI  Music,”  which  will 
be  composed  of  name  bands  now  in  the  U.S. 
army  overseas. 


CLEVELAND — All  neighborhood  houses  in 
the  greater  Cleveland  area  were  closed 
Monday  and  Tuesday  this  week  and  all 
downtown  houses  were  closed  on  Tuesday  as 
the  industry’s  voluntary  contribution  to  the 
coal  shortage.  This  action  was  taken  on 
Monday  by  the  exhibitors  in  response  to 
Mayor  Thomas  A.  Burke’s  request  for  cur- 
tailment of  operations  of  motion  picture 
theatres,  night  clubs  and  taverns. 

Final  decision  to  close  immediately  was 
reached  at  4 p.  m.  and  the  public  was  in- 
formed of  this  action  by  radio  announce- 
ment and  late  evening  papers. 

This  plan  was  accepted  by  the  mayor  on 
a week-to-week  basis.  Ernest  Schwartz, 
president  of  the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture 
Exhibitors  Ass’n,  George  W.  Erdmann, 
MPEA  secretary,  and  representatives  of  the 
downtown  houses,  both  major  first  runs 
and  independent  second  runs  were  to  meet 
with  the  mayor  again  on  Tuesday  (30)  to 
determine  on  a policy  for  forthcoming  weeks. 

The  coal  shortage  is  due  to  the  freight 
transportation  embargo  on  all  except  war 
materials  and  to  the  heavy  snow  and  ice 
in  the  eastern  states  which  has  caused  as 
many  as  10,000  freight  cars  to  be  tied  up  in 
the  Buffalo  area. 

At  the  first  announcement  of  a threat- 
ened coal  crisis,  all  local  theatres  immedi- 
ately adopted  a brownout  policy,  thereby  an- 
ticipating the  February  1 government  order. 

The  partial  shutdown  is  causing  a lot  of 
booking  confusion.  Theatres  which  regular- 
ly book  pictures  for  Sunday,  Monday  and 
Tuesday  are  having  difficulty  rearranging 
their  programs  on  such  short  notice.  How- 
ever, facing  the  possibility  of  a complete 
shutdown,  Cleveland  theatre  owners  agree 
that  their  plight  is  not  serious. 

In  Canton,  all  theatres  are  closed  Monday, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  each  week  for 
the  duration  of  the  coal  shortage.  They 
put  this  plan  into  effect  last  Monday  (29). 

Schine  .Ohio  Circuit  Signs 
Pact  With  Film  Classics 

CLEVELAND — The  Schine  circuit  in  Ohio 
will  play  feature  pictures  released  through 
Film  Classics  of  Ohio  as  result  of  a deal 
consummated  last  week  by  Harold  Raives, 
Schine  district  booking  manager,  and  Robert 
Snyder,  Film  Classics  sales  representative. 
Snyder  also  closed  a deal  with  Joe  Lissauer 
for  the  Skirball  houses.  These  deals  follow 
closely  announcement  that  Snyder  has  sold 
the  pictures  to  the  Associated  and  to  the 
Community  circuit  houses  of  Cleveland. 

Joseph  Josack  Joins  Manos 
As  Vandergrift  Manager 

PITTSBURGH — Joseph  Josack,  formerly  of 
the  Blank  Tri-States  circuit  in  the  midwest, 
has  joined  the  Manos  circuit  here  as  Vander- 
grift, Pa.,  manager.  He  is  a brother  of  George, 
local  Warner  circuit  manager;  Vince,  Fox 
West  Coast  circuit  manager  at  San  Diego, 
and  Emil,  Los  Angeles  theatre  manager. 

Josack  succeeds  John  Hoffman,  resigned, 
at  the  Vandergrift  spot.  Harry  Manos  had 
filled  in  there  before  the  former  midwest 
theatre  man  was  named  manager. 


Picks  Up  Options  on  Bobby  and  Alice 

Republic  has  picked  up  its  options  on  Bob- 
by Blake  and  Alice  Fleming, 
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TTnder  the  Marquees — John  Mack,  former 
manager  of  the  Oliver,  now  in  war  work, 
is  planning  on  returning  to  show  business  as 
manager  of  a theatre  on  Mack  Ave. . . . Lieut. 
Leonard  Krim,  pilot  on  a B26,  is  now  flying 
missions  in  Belgium  . . . Mac  Krim  has  been 
given  a leave  from  the  American  embassy  in 
Madrid  to  do  correspondent  work  at  the  war 
front. 

Manager  Frank  Crowe  thought  of  closing 
up  the  Empress  for  the  night  if  the  snow  got 
too  deep  . . . Clyde  Demerest,  who  has  been 
managing  the  Family  for  Ed  Kirchner,  has 
decided  to  move  out  to  Clawson  and  manage 
the  Clawson  Theatre  for  Irving  Belinsky  and 
Joseph  Mellon  . . . Marjorie  Drake,  charm- 
ing candy  girl  at  the  Harper,  has  seen 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  28  times  to  date 
and  it’s  still  at  the  first  runs. 

Exchanges— J.  J.  Donahue,  Paramount  di- 
vision manager,  and  Harry  Goldstein,  dis- 
trict manager,  were  visitors  for  five  days  . . . 
Ben  Zimner  of  RKO  wishes  to  thank  his 
many  friends  on  Filmrow,  through  this 
column,  for  their  attendance  and  the  fine 
token  of  esteem  at  the  bachelor  party  which 
they  gave  him  . . . Kal  Bruss  of  UA  was 
playing  with  snowballs  in  front  of  the  Film 
Bldg.  . . . Entire  UA  gang  was  back  from  a 
big  sales  meeting  at  Cleveland. 

Joe  Gins,  Columbia,  settled  scores  with 
Jack  Krass  of  the  Dix  and  points  north  be- 
fore taking  off  with  big  chief  Carl  Shalit 
for  four  days  in  New  York. 

William  Gleicher,  M-G-M  home  office  sales 
staff,  was  due  in  town  on  the  last  stop  of  a 
trip  halfway  across  the  country  . . . Harry 
Gilbert,  former  Universal  salesman,  has 
moved  to  a new  domicile  on  Wagger  St.  . . . 
Carl  Dietz  of  M-G-M  off  to  New  York  for  a 
week  . . . Milt  Cohen,  RKO  manager,  had 
four  first  runs:  “Casanova  Brown”  at  the 
Michigan,  “None  But  the  Lonely  Heart”  at 
the  UA,  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  at  the 
Hughes  Downtown  and  “Bride  by  Mistake” 
at  the  Broadway-Capitol. 

Up  in  the  Booths — Floyd  Akins  of  the 
Circle  in  Dearborn  and  secretary  of  the 
Nightingales,  had  Fred  Bancroft,  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  upper  Michigan  Kiwanis 
clubs,  as  his  guest  for  a day  . . . Roy  Thomp- 
son, who  turned  up  that  beautiful  score  of 
635  in  the  Nightingales  league  a week  ago, 
was  down  to  do  a little  door  decorating  for 
the  new  office  of  BOXOFFICE  . . . Carl  G. 
Sims  of  the  Imperial  has  moved  two  blocks 
over,  to  16th  St.  . . . Roger  M.  Kennedy,  LA 
% ice-president  back  from  Minneapolis,  took 
off  at  once  for  Cincinnati  on  another  IA  as- 
signment. 

Short  Circuits — Jake  Sullivan  is  new  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Newman  Theatre  circuit 
. . . John  Penrod,  manager  of  the  Sheridan, 
is  doubling  up  on  war  work  . . . Charlotte 
Hirshberg,  secretary  to  Lew  Wisper  and 
Frank  Wetsman,  is  in  the  hospital  for  an 
operation  . . . Jimmy  Passanante,  up  from 
Miami  briefly  to  pay  his  income  tax,  tells 
us  Jake  Schreiber  is  doing  a great  job  for 
the  service  men  down  there  . . . Bill  Hendricks, 
late  of  the  marine  corps  and  formerly  of 
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United  Detroit  Theatres,  has  followed  his 
boss  and  is  now  with  WWJ.  He’s  handling 
publicity  . . . Lawrence  Meyers  is  the  new 
assistant  manager  at  the  Eastown  . . . Louis 
Parine,  manager  of  W&W’s  Mack-Uptown, 
was  an  office  visitor. 

Along  the  Rialto — Jack  Davis  of  the  Em- 
pire booking  office  will  leave  February  10  for 
two  months  in  Miami  because  of  a heart  ail- 
ment ...  Ed  Kirchner  has  not  appointed  his 
new  house  manager  at  the  Family  yet  . . . 
Oscar  Gorelick  of  the  Carmen  will  be  a can- 
didate for  judge  in  the  Detroit  election  on 
February  19  . . . Harry  Toler,  editor  of  BOX- 
OFFICE’s  Modern  Theatre  section,  was  a De- 
troit visitor  over  the  weekend  en  route  to 
Cleveland. 

Theatrical  Post  Notes — Earl  Blough,  nephew 
of  Owen  Blough  of  the  Telenews,  is  back  in 
the  Pacific  after  a furlough  home  . . . Charles 
Starkey,  another  nephew,  has  been  given  a 
medical  discharge  after  recovering  from  in- 
juries received  at  Tarawa  . . . Now  he  is 
working  at  the  Jam  Handy  organization, 
which,  we  understand,  has  been  doing  a swell 
job  of  finding  posts  for  ex-service  men  . . . 
Harry  Carson  promises  another  big  feed  at 
the  meeting  at  February  5 at  the  Elks  club- 
rooms. 

Eddie  Jacobson  of  the  Monroe  with  a pipe 
. . . Mesdames  Brooks,  Bonnem,  Gilbert, 
Townsend  and  Perry,  who  have  a fivesome 
every  Thursday,  received  a Christmas  gift  of 
several  decks  of  cards  . . . Pvt.  Seth  Kantor  of 
the  marines  writes  from  Guam  that  it  was 
his  best  Christmas.  He  had  a chance  to  at- 
tend Jewish  services  and  a midnight  mass. 

Jim  Sharkey  went  to  New  York  to  invite 
the  bigwigs  for  the  Variety  installation  ban- 
quet . . . Maj.  Jack  Hurford  was  in  town 
from  Alaska  for  a few  days  . . . Milt  Cohen 
is  taking  his  entire  staff  of  nine  to  Cleve- 
land for  a Depinet  drive  meet  . . . Jack 
Goldhar  is  getting  used  to  his  new  role  of 
papa-in-law. 

Cincinnati  Writers  Greet 
Lester  Cowan  on  Trip 

CINCINNATI — The  press,  film  critics,  radio 
broadcasters  and  leading  exhibitors  in  the 
greater  Cincinnati  area,  greeted  Lester 
Cowan,  here  for  a brief  visit  en  route  to  the 
west  coast. 

United  Artists,  of  which  Harris  Dudelson 
is  local  manager,  was  host  for  a luncheon  at 
the  Plaza,  at  which  Cowan  was  introduced 
by  Mayor  James  G.  Stewart  of  Cincinnati. 
The  producer  told  of  his  recent  trip  to  Wash- 
ington to  consult  with  government  officials 
on  the  ending  for  his  latest  production,  “GI 
Joe,”  taken  from  Ernie  Pyle’s  book,  and 
which  is  to  be  released  in  about  two  months. 

Cowan  also  talked  enthusiastically  on  his 
future  plans  for  story  material  he  believes  the 
public  is  hungry  to  see  screened,  films  along 
the  lines  of  “Tomorrow  the  World”  and  “GI 
Joe.”  Cowan  was  born  at  Akron  and  edu- 
cated at  Stanford  University. 


Mary  Nash  to  "Yolanda  and  Thief" 

Mary  Nash  has  been  cast  into  the  role  of 
the  Duenna  in  Metro’s  “Yolanda  and  the 
Thief.” 
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1205  Book  Bldg.  Detroit  26,  Mich. 

CA.  8890 


Death  Breaks  Schare 
Projection  Lineup 

DETROIT — The  first  break  in  the  ranks 
of  the  six  Schare  brothers,  all  projectionists, 
came  last  Thursday  with  the  death  of  Manny 
M.  Schare,  44,  in  Harper  Hospital. 

Manny  had  been  an  operator  in  Detroit  24 
years,  and  was  projectionist  for  Jam  Handy 
organization  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
formerly  with  the  Paradise,  and  before  that 
with  other  Detroit  houses,  including  the  Wil- 
son, legitimate  theatre. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  two  sons. 
Interment  was  in  Machpelah  Cemetery. 

The  Schare  brothers  set  a record  in  show 
business,  with  over  a century  of  projection 
room  experience  between  them.  Five  survive, 
four  of  them  in  Detroit:  Charles  M.  “Max”  at 
the  Loop,  Marty  at  the  Mayfair,  Philip  at  the 
Grande,  and  James  at  the  Virginia;  together 
with  Joseph,  who  is  with  the  Warner  studio 
in  Los  Angeles. 

Krenitz  Replaces  Orr 
As  WAC  Chairman 

CLEVELAND  — Joe  Krenitz,  Universal 
manager,  has  been  appointed  WAC  distribu- 
tor chairman  for  the  northern  Ohio  area. 
He  succeeds  Morrison  Orr,  United  Artists 
manager. 

This  is  the  first  job  outside  of  a regular 
exchange  position  that  Krenitz  has  had  since 
1917  when  he  joined  the  George  Kleinie 
System  as  poster  clerk.  Ever!  then  he  was 
in  good  company  for  Jack  Sogg  was  the 
booker  and  Bill  Onie  the  shipper.  Today 
Sogg  is  M-G-M  branch  manager  in  Cleve- 
land and  Bill  Onie  is  Monogram  franchise 
owner  in  Cincinnati.  The  Kleinie  System 
exchange,  headed  by  Miles  Evans  as  sales 
manager  and  Jack  Norwood  as  branch  man- 
ager, was  located  in  the  Sincere  Bldg.  When 
Sogg  left  the  exchange  to  go  to  the  first 
world  war,  Onie  moved  up  as  booker  and 
Krenitz  succeeded  Onie  as  shipper. 

Two  years  later,  in  1919,  Krenitz  joined 
the  Universal  exchange.  He  started  as  relay 
shipper  alternating  the  day  and  night  shifts 
with  Gene  Bailey.  E.  J.  Smith  was  branch 
manager  and  the  exchange  was  located  in 
the  triangle  building  at  the  intersection  of 
Prospect  and  Huron  Roads. 

Except  for  three  months  in  association 
with  Harry  Charnas  who  then  operated  the 
Standard  Film  Service  Co.,  Krenitz  has  spent 
his  entire  business  life  with  Universal.  His 
career  has  been  one  of  faithful  service  re- 
warded regularly  with  promotions  until,  since 
1943,  he  has  been  the  guide  and  mainstay 
of  the  organization  as  branch  manager. 

During  his  26  years  with  Universal  Krenitz 
has  seen  many  changes  in  the  manager  per- 
sonnel. Some  of  those  who  have  occupied 
the  post  for  long  or  short  periods  are,  in 
addition  to  Smith,  Tom  Colby  (deceased),  A1 
Mertz,  Harry  Brown,  Morris  Joseph,  Lew 
Thompson,  Jack  Osserman,  Leo  Devaney, 
Barney  Rose,  Saul  Resnick,  Ollie  Brooks,  Joe 
Engel,  Joe  Kaufman,  Jimmy  Frew  and  Dave 
Miller,  now  district  manager. 


Quits  at  Steubenville 

STEUBENVILLE,  OHIO— Harry  Berman, 
manager  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  here,  has  re- 
signed. 


For  All  Your  Theatre  Needs 

UNITED  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  CO. 
RENTALS  - SALES  - SERVICE 

2501  Cass  at  Henry,  Detroit 
RA  2825  Night  Calls  TY  7-0610 
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UlllTfD  THAME  EQUIPITlEnT  CO. 


has  opened  new  and 
attractive  quarters  at 

2501  Cass  Avenue— at  Henry 
DETROIT,  MICHIGAN 


2^ 

Representing  America's  finest  theatre  equipment  and 

supply  lines,  including 


MOMRJPH  PROJECTORS 


United  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  now  has,  in  addition  to  most 
attractive  display  rooms,  a fully  equipped  REPAIR  DEPART- 
MENT, capable  of  repairing  any  type  or  make  of  projection 
room  equipment . . . Congratulations  to  H.  S.  Morton  and 
Wade  E.  Allen! 


CHICAGO,  24,  ILL. 


"SINCE  1 8 9 6” 
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Morman  Wrobel  is  new  manager  of  the  Par- 

’ amount  and  Orpheum  suburban  houses 
here.  He  succeeds  James  Geers,  recently  in- 
ducted. Wrobel  has  been  with  RKO  The- 
atres for  ten  years,  starting  as  an  usher  and 
in  turn  assistant  manager,  press  agent  and 
manager.  He  formerly  was  with  the  Palace 
and  Grand,  Chicago;  Orpheum,  St.  Paul;  Or- 
pheum in  Des  Moines,  and  comes  from  the 
RKO  Palace,  Cleveland,  where  he  was  man- 
ager for  the  past  six  months. 

Exhibitors  on  the  Row  included  Mrs.  B. 
Cummins,  Sardinia;  Adelaide  Ward,  Elliott- 
Ward  circuit,  Lexington;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Anderson,  Springfield;  John  Gregory,  Day- 
ton,  and  Mrs.  Anna  Edgington,  Augusta,  Ky. 

William  Bacon,  general  manager  of  Louis 


Wiethe’s  theatres,  married  Miss  Mildred 
Dietz  at  Brookville,  Ind.,  during  the  holidays 
. . . Friends  of  Rita  Pfirman,  formerly  with 
Warners,  were  grieved  over  the  news  of  her 
husband’s  death  overseas.  Besides  Mrs.  Pfir- 
man one  small  child  survives  . . . Sam  Shapin 
of  the  WB  home  office,  New  York,  was  a 
visitor. 

Dick  Powell  and  Nick  Mazurki  will  make 
personal  appearances  here  on  February  28  in 
promotion  of  “Murder,  My  Sweet,”  de  luxe 
whodunit.  Terry  Turner  of  the  RKO  ex- 
ploitation department,  home  office,  will  be 
here  to  assist  Bucky  Waltrup,  local  exploiteer, 
with  the  campaign  on  the  feature. 

Herbert  McGinnis  of  Metro  has  resigned, 
due  to  a heart  ailment  . . . Cincinnati  Cinema 


-NEW 

„ Serve  r«  Um  **  I««« 


C4-,  THE  NEWS 
IS  UP  IN  LIGHTS! 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 

Have  Been  Appointed 
Exclusive  Distributors  for  the 

LONG  SIGN  COMPANY 

for  the  state  of  Michigan 

THE  LINKING  OF  THESE  TWO  NAMES  IS  YOUR 
GUARANTEE  OF  BETTER  MARQUEE  SERVICE 


Oiriitcm  of  Noti«n«!  < 


CLARENCE  WILLIAMSON/  Manager  • 2312  Cass  Avenue,  Detroit  • Phone  Cadillac  2447 


Club  postponed  the  annual  installation  din- 
ner until  the  return  of  Rudy  Knoepfle,  presi- 
dent from  Florida,  some  time  around  March  1. 

Ray  Dadbelt,  formerly  with  RKO  Theatres, 
has  been  reported  missing  in  action  . . . 
Twentieth-Fox’s  peep  screening  for  the  per- 
sonnel of  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  con- 
vinced all  it  is  excellent  boxoffice  . . . Evalyn 
Wasson,  biller  at  20th-Fox,  resigned,  infantic- 
ipating.  Mrs.  Wasson’s  husband  is  in  the 
army  and  was  recently  transferred  from 
Camp  Breckenridge. 

Hardie  Meakin  of  RKO  was  in  Washing- 
ton, in  charge  of  the  motion  picture  stars 
at  the  President’s  birthday  ball  . . . RKO 
was  host  to  about  65  coal  men  for  a private 
screening  at  the  Palace  screening  room  of 
“Power  Unlimited.” 

Mike  Moran  has  been  added  to  the  book- 
ing staff  at  Universal.  Bob  Langer,  former 
booker,  goes  on  the  road  as  salesman.  Moran, 
medically  discharged  from  the  army,  for- 
merly worked  for  Metro  . . . Bert  Hukle  of 
Huntington,  and  Roy  Wells  and  Fred  Krimm 
of  Dayton,  were  on  the  Row  . . . Bob  Lichen- 
stein  has  been  added  to  the  Warner  booking 
staff.  He  hails  from  the  New  York  branch. 

Paramount  reports  letters  from  Lieut. 
Jack  Keating,  former  booker,  now  recovering 
from  wounds  in  a hospital  in  England,  and 
Sgt.  Robert  Kicknell,  who  says  he  is  enjoy- 
ing the  scenery  in  Germany,  where  he  is 
manning  an  antiaircraft  gun,  and  having 
“lots  of  fun”  . . . Franklyn  Sheppard  is  now 
a seaman  in  the  Pacific  . . . Paramount’s  Joe 
Witt,  shipper,  resigned  to  go  into  war  work, 
and  so  far  has  not  been  replaced. 

Paramount  has  started  chain  letters  to  the 
service  men,  a letter  going  forth  each  week 
to  which  all  the  office  has  added  a line,  re- 
ports Lillian  Ahern,  whose  husband  is  in  the 
army  . . . Harris  Dudelson  and  sales  force 
returned  from  Cleveland,  where  they  attended 
a conference  presided  over  by  Jack  Goldhar 
and  Harry  Gold  on  forthcoming  product. 

Soldier  Writes  Father 
Of  GI  Film  Tastes 

CLEVELAND  — Max  Shenker  of  Berio 
Vending  Co.,  received  an  interesting  letter 
from  his  son,  Sgt.  Irwin  Shenker,  from 
France.  The  soldier  wrote: 

“Saw  ‘Rainbow  Island’  with  Dorothy  La- 
mour  and  Eddie  Bracken  tonight  at  the  rec- 
reation building.  It  was  a good  comedy  and 
the  Technicolor  was  very  nice.  Dad,  you’d 
have  busted  a blood  vessel  if  you’d  been  there 
because  the  screen  went  dark  eight  times. 
We  enjoyed  it,  though,  and  you  can  tell  the 
boys  that  the  ■ movies  do  a world  of  good 
over  here.  Nothing  much  new  our  way.  We 
are  all  fine  and  happy.  I hope  that  this 
finds  you  in  the  best  of  health.  Write  often. 
Love.” 

Kentucky  Girl  Is  Winner 
Of  "Song"  Competition 

CINCINNATI  — Rickey  Linden,  Latonia, 
Ky.,  was  winner  in  the  finals  here  of  “A  Song 
to  Remember”  contest.  Miss  Linden,  whose 
real  name  is  Skates,  is  a pupil  at  the  Cincin- 
nati Conservatory  of  Music.  She  will  go  to 
New  York  to  compete  with  finalists  from 
other  American  cities. 


Alfred  Rich  Wounded 

NEW  KENSINGTON,  PA.  — Sgt.  Alfred 
Rich,  formerly  connected  with  Bart  Dattola 
Theatres  for  a number  of  years,  was  wounded 
on  Leyte,  his  wife  has  been  notified.  Rich 
managed  the  Dattola,  West  Tarentum. 


Claudia  Drake  Gets  Singing  Role 

Claudia  Drake  has  been  signed  for  a sing- 
ing role  in  PRC’s  “Undercover  Girl.” 
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Dishware  Deliveries 
Until  Suit  Is  Heard 

CLEVELAND — Under  terms  agreed  upon 
today  in  the  chambers  of  Federal  Judge 
Robert  N.  Wilkin,  the  S.  W.  George  Pottery 
Co.  of  East  Palestine,  Ohio,  will  continue 
to  service  Metro  Premium  Co.  with  three 
patterns  of  dishes  involved  in  a contract 
dispute  until  the  last  of  February  or  the 
beginning  of  March  when  the  equity  suit 
will  come  up  for  hearing.  Previously  the 
S.  W.  George  Co.  had  notified  Metro  that 
it  was  discontinuing  service  of  current  con- 
tinuity contracts  on  January  31.  In  an 
equity  suit  filed  in  the  local  district  court, 
to  be  heard  later,  Metro  is  asking  that  the 
George  company  be  instructed  to  complete 
the  continuity  contracts  now  in  operation. 

Irving  Sussman,  president  of  Metro  Pre- 
mium, was  here  for  the  hearing. 

Offers  Features  and  Shorts 
For  Trade  in  16mm  Market 

PITTSBURGH— Hundreds  of  feature  films 
and  short  subjects  are  available  for  the  first 
time  to  the  16mm  market,  and  rental  prices 
have  been  increased,  according  to  a 1945 
catalog  issued  by  Clem  Williams  Films,  Pitt 
Bank  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  and  Film  Bldg., 
Cleveland. 

Included  in  the  new  lineup  of  16mm  films 
are  United  Artists,  RKO,  Columbia,  20th- 
Fox,  Universal,  PRC  and  various  independent 
releases  of  recent  seasons.  Features  are 
licensed  at  from  $5  to  $17.50.  The  list  price 
includes  a supporting  cartoon  reel  or  two 
and  there  is  a $2.50  reduction  from  each 
$17.50  if  five  programs  are  ordered.  By  far 
the  greater  number  of  features  are  “unre- 
stricted,” and  may  be  booked  anywhere  at 
any  time.  A few  of  the  feature  productions 
are  available  on  a “location  approval”  basis. 

New  Clem  Williams  catalog  of  84  pages 
contains  approximately  150  illustrations,  of- 
fers an  insurance  fee  plan  and  advertises 
Radiant  screens.  Williams  is  one  of  three 
large  scale  distributors  of  16mm  films  here. 

Cartoon  Print  Shortage 
Plagues  Exhibitors 

CLEVELAND — Exhibitors  in  this  area  have 
been  troubled  with  a feature  print  shortage 
but  now  comes  a print  shortage  of  cartoons. 
It  is  not  because  the  exchanges  are  receiving 
fewer  cartoon  prints,  but  that  the  life  ex- 
pectancy of  a film  is  shorter  than  it  used 
to  be. 

One  reason  for  this  is  labor  shortage.  Ex- 
changes have  difficulty  staffing  their  inspec- 
tion departments.  Once  staffed,  they  have 
still  more  difficulty  keeping  employes.  The 
constant  change  of  personnel,  due  to  draft- 
ing, to  demand  for  help  in  war  plants,  to 
migration,  is  hard  on  prints. 

As  one  booker  stated,  “now  when  we  need 
to  extend  the  life  of  every  print  as  long  as 
possible,  we  are  faced  with  either  inferior 
inspection  or  shortage  of  labor  in  the  inspec- 
tion departments  resulting  in  careless  inspec- 
tion. This,  in  turn  results  in  hardship  to 
prints.” 

Youngstown  Cameo  Bldg. 
Is  Leased  for  a Cafeteria 

YOUNGSTOWN  — The  Cameo  Theatre 
Bldg,  at  338  W.  Federal  St.  has  been  leased 
to  Mrs.  Anna  Warren  of  Youngstown,  who 
plans  to  open  a cafeteria  at  the  site,  it  is 
announced,  thereby  marking  the  passing  of 
another  of  the  several  downtown  film  thea- 
tres opened  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the 
century. 

The  house  had  been  dark  for  some  time. 


MIDEAST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Once  captured  by  the 
lure  of  the  theatre 
business,  the  attrac- 
tion is  permanent.  In 
1909  Henry  Green- 
berger  ran  a nickel- 
odeon at  Trenton,  N. 
J.  The  liquor  business 
drew  him  away  in 
1912,  but  in  1915  he 
again  became  an  ex- 
hibitor at  Cleveland. 
He  has  12  houses — 
the  Fairmount,  Com- 
modore, Euclid,  Cedar  Lee,  Carter,  Standard, 
Embassy,  Mall,  Liberty,  Hilliard  Square,  De- 
troit and  Lincoln.  Two  sons  are  in  the  army. 
One  is  at  home.  A daughter  is  married.  He 
belongs  to  the  Cleveland  M.  P.  E.  League, 
the  Ohio  ITO  and  the  Variety  Club. 


Anything  from  buttons 
to  large  railroads  can 
be  found  in  classified 
ads.  M.  E.  Ames  found 
a theatre  advertised 
for  sale  at  Jefferson, 
Ohio,  in  1920,  and 
bought  it.  Seven  years 
later  he  erected  a 
building  and  called  it 
the  iAmes.  Son  How- 
ard helps  in  the  man- 
agement. Earl,  as  he 
is  known  to  neighbors, 
is  a member  of  the  town  council,  the  Masonic 
Lodge  and  Exchange  Club.  He  is  active  in 
the  Ohio  MPTO.  His  interest  in  civic  af- 
fairs parallels  his  devotion  to  the  theatre  and 
has  been  town  councilman.  His  hobbies  are 
poker  and  horse  racing. 


Association  with  Jim 
Tallman,  another  the- 
atre man,  persuaded 
Ed  Biggio  to  penetrate 
the  film  world  in  1925. 

Then  “the  town  had 
no  nice  theatre,”  and 
Biggio  had  to  do  some- 
thing about  this.  The 
birth  of  the  Grand, 

Steubenville,  and  the 
Virginia,  Carrollton, 
both  in  Ohio,  followed. 

Biggio  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Business  Men’s  Ass’n,  an  in- 
terested participant  in  meetings  of  the  Elks, 
American  Legion  and  Rotary  Club,  and  also 
Is  a member  of  the  board  of  Allied  Theatre 
Owners.  For  many  years  he  has  been  fond 
of  jiding. 


M.  B.  Horwitz  owned 
an  old-time  grocery 
when  he  decided  in 
1909  to  try  a new  line. 

He  took  over  the  Fam- 
ily, Cleveland,  manag- 
ing both  establish- 
ments six  months  and 
working  100  hours  per 
week.  When  he  de- 
cided he  could  run  the 
theatre,  he  sold  the 
grocery.  Now  he  has 
four  houses  in  Cleve- 
land— the  Plaza,  Astor,  Haltnorth  and  Globe, 
and  two  at  Cuyahoga  Falls — the  Cuyahoga 
Falls  and  Alhambra.  He  has  a son  and  two 
daughters.  He  is  interested  in  civic  affairs 
and  belongs  to  several  clubs,  one  of  which 
is  the  Variety  Club. 


Wellsburg,  West  Va.,  f 
was  the  business 
cradle  from  1912-24  of 
Nick  G.  Anas,  who 
died  following  a heart 
attack  January  18  in 
California.  Until  his 
death  he  operated  the 
Strand  and  Cove,  Hol- 
lidays Cove,  and  the 
Anas-W  e i r t o n and 
State  in  Weirton,  W. 

Va.  Anas  was  active 
in  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  AAA,  Ahepa  Lodge,  West  Virginia 
Managers’  Ass’n,  and  Williams  Country  Club. 

Of  three  daughters,  two  are  theatre  man- 
agers. Both  of  his  sons  are  in  the  serv- 
ice. A nephew,  also  a theatre  manager,  was 
killed  in  the  Italian  theatre  of  war. 


Twenty-two  years 
ago  an  uncle  gave  Hol- 
lis H.  Chase,  then  a 
contractor,  a projec- 
tion machine.  Chase 
immediately  decided 
he  needed  an  audi- 
ence. He  opened  what 
he  describes  as  a little 
150  - seat  shack  at 
Maple  Rapids,  Mich. 
Soon  afterward  he  de- 
cided to  leave  the 
road-building  business 
and  confine  himself  to  motion  picture  ex- 
hibition. Today  he  owns  the  Lake  at  Odessa, 
Mich.,  and  he  says  Odessa  and  he  are  both 
proud  of  it  “because  it  is  the  most  modern 
theatre  in  central  Michigan.”  He  is  a past 
president  of  the  Lion’s  Club. 


Johnny  UVbansky’s 

father  was  in  the 
leather  business,  but 
this  did  not  attract 
him;  it  was  the  thea- 
tre or  nothing.  So  he 
built  for  himself  the 
Jennings  in  Cleveland 
and  has  never  re- 
gretted this  1919  move. 

He  has  expanded  quite 
a bit.  His  operations 
today  include  13 
houses.  John  Kalafat 
and  Meyer  Fine  became  his  partners  in 
1929  and  together  they  established  the  Asso- 
ciated Theatres  circuit.  Urbansky  participates 
in  the  activities  of  the  ITO,  Cleveland  M.  P. 
Exhibitors  and  Masons.  Gardening  is  his 
hobby.  He  is  married  and  has  two  sons. 


Harold  E.  Hedler  of 

Newaygo,  Mich.,  says 
he  decided  years  ago 
that  every  community 
should  have  a modern 
theatre  and  he  went 
to  work  to  do  some- 
thing about  it  by 
erecting  the  Valley  in 
his  home  town.  It 
prospered  so  well  he 
erected  the  Oz  at  Fre- 
mont, Mich.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Ne- 
waygo common  council  and  president  pro 
tern.  He  also  is  past  commander  of  the 
American  Legion,  president  of  the  Lions 
Club,  a Shriner  and  vice-president  of  the 
Michigan  Hotel  Ass’n.  His  two  daughters, 
Glen  and  Jean,  are  university  students. 
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■pill  Graner  resigned  sales  duties  with  Mono- 
° gram  last  week  . . . Jack  Withers,  PRC 
salesman,  sustained  a leg  fracture  when  he 
slipped  and  fell  two  weeks  ago  and  his  leg  is 
now  in  a cast,  but  he  is  on  the  job  with  the 
use  of  a cane. 

Jacqueline  Anderson  is  the  new  girl  in  the 
accounting  department  at  the  Paramount  ex- 
change . . . Bob  Lynch,  Warner  salesman,  was 
confined  to  his  home  at  Albion  with  a bad 
cold  . . . West  Virginia  visitors  included  the 
C.  E.  Warners,  Bridgeport,  and  Jim  Brown- 
field, Fairmont. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Mercer,  wife  of  the  Warwood, 
W.  Va.,  exhibitor,  has  returned  to  her  home 
from  the  hospital  where  she  was  a patient 
after  sustaining  injuries  when  the  Mercer  car 
was  involved  in  a collision  several  weeks  ago. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Casey  McGeever,  M-G-M 

booker,  whose  husband  is  on  the  fighting 
front,  has  been  notified  that  her  brother,  Pvt. 
Tom  Casey,  sustained  a severe  leg  wound  in 
Germany  where  he  had  been  attached  to  the 
Ninth  army’s  107th  infantry.  He  is  hospital- 
ized in  England. 

James  H.  Alexander  of  Pennsylvania  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  has  been  awarded  a three-year 
Kiwanis  Club  pin  for  perfect  attendance. 

Lew  (PRC)  Lefton  spent  last  weekend  in 
Cleveland  where  his  nephew,  Milt  Lefton,  for- 
mer PRC  office  manager  here,  was  on  a few 
days  leave  from  naval  duties. 

Joseph  T.  Birocco,  Clarion  exhibitor,  has 
been  vacationing  in  Florida. 

Hymie  and  Yetta  Wheeler  gave  a party  last 
Saturday  for  35  friends  of  their  daughter, 
Jacqueline,  who  has  graduated  from  junior 
high  school.  The  Republic  office  manager’s 
brother,  George  Wheeler,  A.  E.  Lichtman  cir- 
cuit booker,  was  here  last  weekend  from 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Recent  business  visitors  at  the  office  of 
Pennsylvania  Enterprises,  Inc.,  were  Andy 
Smith,  20th-Fox;  Sam  Seplowin,  Republic; 
Sid  Kulick,  PRC,  and  Dave  Miller,  Universal. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Blatt,  Somerset, 
Pa.,  exhibitors,  have  named  their  first-born 
daughter,  Charlotte  Roberta  Blatt.  Infant, 
addressed  as  Bobby,  and  mother  are  fine, 
says  proud  papa. 

Phoebe  Homer  of  the  Paramount  exchange 
mourned  the  death  last  week  of  her  second 
brother,  William  T.  Homer,  34,  a CPA.  Sev- 
eral months  ago  Miss  Homer’s  brother,  James 
Hugh  Homer,  AAF,  was  killed  over  Saipan. 

Memorial  services  were  held  recently  at  the 
St.  Nicholas  Greek  Orthodox  Church  in  the 
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Schenley  district  for  Pvt.  Nicholas  Manos, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Manos,  circuit 
exhibitors,  who  was  killed  in  action  in  France 
several  months  ago. 

Lieut.  F.  E.  Hasley  jr.,  son  of  the  East 
Pittsburgh  exhibitors,  was  here  for  a few  days 
from  his  post  at  Silver  Springs,  Md. 

WCAE  will  broadcast  the  opening  of  the 
AAF’s  “Winged  Victory”  February  5.  Great 
stage  production  will  be  seen  at  the  Nixon  for 
two  weeks. 

The  Harry  Feinsteins  were  presented  with 
a beautiful  set  of  chinaware  as  the  1944  chief 
barker  of  the  Variety  Club  retired.  Speakers 
at  the  recent  testimonial  dinner  included 
Judge  Ben  Lencher,  Frank  Dugan,  Basil 
O'Connor,  Father  Lawrence  O’Connell  and 
John  H.  Harris. 

The  Earl  R.  Lohrs  (he’s  the  RCA  Service 
man)  are  parents  of  a daughter.  First  child, 
she  was  born  Wednesday-a-week-ago  at  Co- 
lumbia Hospital. 

Mrs.  Ed  “Goodie”  Good,  wife  of  the  PRC 
shipper,  is  ill  and  hospitalized  . . . Home  after 
being  hospitalized  are  Mrs.  Art  Morrone  and 
Mrs.  Andy  Sheridan. 

Belated  news  to  this  column  was  the  mar- 
riage seven  months  ago  of  Ted  Laskey  and 
Celeste  Marella  of  Republic,  Pa.  Their  wed- 
ding was  last  June  in  Brownsville  and  are 
now  residing  at  Connellsville.  Laskey  is  an 
exhibitor-partner  with  Gene  Basle,  Washing- 
ton theatre  owner,  operating  at  Connellsville 
and  Republic. 

Larry  Puglia,  Waynesburg  exhibitor,  is  up 
and  around  after  being  hospitalized  at  the 
Mercy  here  for  a long  period.  He  underwent 
a major  operation.  Now  he  is  one  the  job 
again. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McGreevey  were  in 
charge  of  the  Variety  Club  family  party  last 
Friday  evening. 

Before  departing  for  a visit  at  the  North 
Hollywood  studios  of  Republic,  Syd  Lehman, 
branch  manager,  was  told  Miss  Melva  Anstead 
of  Pittsburgh  had  been  signed  for  a role  in 
“Calendar  Girl.” 

Capt.  James  H.  Rankin  jr.,  son  of  the 

Bridgeville,  Pa.,  exhibitor,  is  a medical  corps 
officer  at  the  17th  General  Hospital,  France. 

Ladies  Theatrical  Club  honored  Mrs.  Mort 
Magill  and  Mrs.  Milton  Lefton  at  a recent 
party.  Wives,  respectively,  of  the  former  local 
UA  manager  who  is  now  company  manager  at 
Philadelphia,  and  of  the  former  PRC  office 
manager  who  is  in  the  navy,  have  departed 
for  their  new  homes. 

Gene  Basle,  Washington,  Pa.,  exhibitor, 
who  has  partnership  with  Ted  Laskey  in  ex- 
hibition at  Republic  and  Connellsville,  reports 
as  follows  on  his  brothers  in  uniform:  Pvt. 
George  Basle  has  been  in  Belgium  six 
months;  Pvt.  Andrew  Basle  is  now  in  the 
cavalry  at  Fort  Riley,  Kas.;  Lieut.  William 
Basle,  is  stationed  at  Indiantown  Gap,  Pa. 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  engagement 
of  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  McCurdy,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  McCurdy  of  Forest  Home, 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  to  Lieut.  John  James  “Johnny” 
Jaffurs,  son  of  the  James  Jaffurs,  Wilmerd- 
ing,  Glassport  and  Millville  exhibitors.  Lieut. 
Jaffurs,  former  Wilkinsburg  and  Penn  State 
football  star,  is  now  serving  overseas  with  the 
infantry. 

Cpl.  Henry  Burger,  former  assistant  to 
Jimmy  Totman,  Warner  circuit’s  publicity  di- 
rector, has  been  stationed  at  an  Alabama 
camp. 


Two  From  Industry 
Ranks  Seek  Office 

DETROIT — In  line  with  the  policy  ad- 
vocated by  BOXOFFICE  in  an  editorial  sev- 
eral months  ago  of  assuring  that  the  show 
business  is  properly  represented  in  public 
office,  filmites  and  others  in  Detroit  are 
going  to  have  a chance  to  aid  in  placing 
two  men  from  their  own  ranks  on  the 
benches  of  our  courts.  Both  are  men  well 
known  on  local  Filmrow,  namely,  Oscar  A. 
Gorelick  and  George  L.  McBath. 

Gorelick  is  the  manager  of  the  Carmen 
Theatre,  and  recently,  in  association  with  his 
father,  took  over  the  Carlton  as  well.  He 
formerly  was  in  the  distribution  end  of  the 
business  here,  and  has  a large  acquaintance 
on  Filmrow.  Gorelick  also  has  been  a prac- 
ticing attorney  in  Detroit  for  11  years.  He 
holds  an  honorable  withdrawal  card  from 
Local  324  of  the  AFL  Operating  Engineers 
Union. 

McBath  is  a projectionist  at  the  Para- 
dise Theatre,  and  a member  of  IATSE  199 
since  1918.  He  formerly  served  as  assistant 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Wayne  County  (De- 
troit) under  two  different  administrations. 

McBath  is  the  father  of  two  sons  in  serv- 
ice overseas.  Charles,  a fighter  pilot,  re- 
cently knocked  down  two  fighter  planes  over 
Germany.  George  jr.  is  with  the  First  army. 

Both  men  are  running  on  nonpartisan 
ballots  to  be  voted  Monday,  February  19, 
Gorelick  for  recorder’s  court  judge,  and  Mc- 
Bath for  common  pleas  judge. 


"Family"  Closes  at  Canton 

CANTON — The  John  Golden  production  of 
“Three  Is  a Family,”  headed  by  Una  Merkel, 
screen  comedienne  who  plays  the  sister, 
closed  a 30-month  road  tour  at  the  Palace 
Theatre  here  January  12.  Equipment  and 
props  went  to  the  New  York  warehouse  from 
here  and  members  of  the  cast  to  their  homes. 
Miss  Merkel  said  she  had  no  immediate 
plans,  but  likely  would  continue  with  another 
stage  attraction. 


DRINKS  FOR  THE  GROOM— Snapped 
at  the  bachelor  party  given  recently 
for  Ben  Zimner,  RKO  salesman  at  De- 
troit and  bridgegroom-to-be,  were,  left 
to  right:  Jack  Goldhar,  UA  division 
manager  and  the  future  father-in-law; 
Zimner,  and  Milton  Cohen,  Detroit  RKO 
manager. 
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NEW  THRILLS 
NEW  ACCESSORIES 
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FIRST  OF  A 
SERIES  OF  ADS 
ADVERTISING 
THE  GREATEST 
PICTURES 
EVER  RELEASED. 
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FILM  CLASSICS  EXCHANGES 

2108  Payne  Avenue  2310  Cass  Ave.  1G35  Central  Parkway 

Cleveland  (14)  Detroit  (1)  Cincinnati  (14) 


SAMUEL  GOLDWYN  present* 
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«<ANTOR 

THE  K/D  # 

+ FROM  SPAIN 


ROBERT  YOUNG 

Toby  Noah  J Carrol 

WING  BEERY  NA1SH 


BROADWAY  AT  46th  ST. 


Playing  "A"  Houses.  Booked  by  Loew's,  RKO,  Warners,  Butterfield,  United 
Detroit,  Cooperative,  Community,  Associated  and  hundreds  of  other  smaller  cir- 
cuit theatres. 
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"Pirate"  at  Detroit's 
Downtown  Leader 

DETROIT — Business  was  generally  good 
downtown  last  week,  despite  the  handicap 
of  cold  weather  and  much  snow.  A general 
strengthening  of  attractions  was  one  rea- 
son, with  the  Hughes-Downtown  making  a 
real  bid  for  business  with  a picture,  rather 
than  its  stage  show,  as  the  topline  attrac- 
tion for  the  first  time.  “The  Princess  and 
the  Pirate”  came  in  to  do  big  business, 
with  Virginia  Mayo’s  personal  appearance 
for  three  days  as  a good  debut.  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  finally  boWed  out 
after  four  weeks  at  the  UA,  while  “Since 
You  Went  Away”  continued  for  a fifth  at 
the  Palms-State. 


Adams — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ); 

Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 145 

Brcadway-Capitol — Here  Come  the  WAVES 
(Para) , 2nd  wk.  after  2 wks.  at  the  Michi- 
gan; Bride  by  Mistake  (RKO),  after  1 wk. 

at  the  Michigan 125 

Cinema — Ravaged  Earth  (CRY); 

Swing  Vacation  From  Love  (M-G-M)... 135 

Downtown — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO),  plus 

Hank  Finney's  orchestra  on  stage..... 165 

Fox — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 175 

Michigan — Doughgirls  (WB),  plus  Vaughn 

Monroe  on  stage  150 

Palms-State — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA), 

4 th  wk 125 

Paradise — Youth  Runs  Wild  (RKO),  plus  Andy 

Kirk  orchestra  on  stage 125 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  4th  wk 110 


Cleveland  Business  Takes  Downward 
Trend  as  Weather  Stays  Frigid 

CLEVELAND — Business  is  spotty,  but  re- 
ports all  down  the  line  tend  to  prove  that  the 
trend  is  downward.  Continued  bad  weather, 
with  heavy  snow,  icy  streets  and  a minimum 
of  automobile  driving  combined  to  keep  peo- 
ple at  home.  Transportation  difficulties  seri- 
ously affected  the  downtown  theatres,  while 
icy  sidewalks  produced  the  same  results  at 
the  neighborhood  houses. 

Allen — Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk  on  a 


moveover  90 

Hippodrome — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox)  100 

Lake — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) , 3rd  wk  and 

second  moveover  100 

Ohio — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M),  4th 

wk.  and  second  moveover.. 115 

Palace — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO),  stage:  Ina  Rae 

Hutton  orchestra  80 

State — Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 100 

Stillman — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk.  on 
a moveover  , 90 


"WAVES"  and  "Experiment"  Pull 
Boxoffice  Coin  in  Cincinnati 

CINCINNATI— The  coal  shortage  will  not 
affect  RKO  theatres  since  adequate  sup- 
plies are  on  hand  in  all  houses.  Business 
was  generally  above  average  with  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES’’  as  high  grosser. 


Albee — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 120 

Capitol — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 110 

Grand — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk 105 

Keith's — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 

Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 100 

Lyric — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 100 

Palace — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 125 

Shubert — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 105 


The  Fourth  Week  of  "Victory”  Run 
Climbs  to  Big  140  at  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH — Winter  continued  here  and 
throughout  the  district  with  theatre  grosses 
not  what  they  should  be  and  yet  surprising- 


ly satisfactory  at  the  downtown  deluxers. 
“Winged  Victory”  was  away  above  average 
in  its  fourth  downtown  week,  having  moved 
over  to  the  Senator  from  the  Harris,  and 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  continued  in 
good  standing  for  its  third  week  in  the 


Penn. 

Barry — Flying  Wild  (Mono),  reissue; 

Oh,  What  a Night  (Mono) 90 

Fulton — The  Suspect  (Univ)  115 

Harris — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) ...130 

Penn — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk _ 85 

Rite — The  Master  Race  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 85 

Senator — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox), 

4th  d.  t.  wk 140 

Stanley — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 85 


Warner — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  d.  t.  wk.,.110 

Senator  to  Speak 
At  Variety  Event 

DETROIT  — Sen.  Arthur  Vandenberg  of 
Michigan  will  be  the  headline  speaker  at  the 
annual  installation  banquet  of  the  Variety 
Club  of  Michigan,  according  to  James  F. 
Sharkey,  incoming  chief  barker.  The  affair 
will  be  held  February  5 at  Lou  Walters’  Latin 
Quarter. 

Senator  Vandenberg  recently  gained  inter- 
national prominence  with  his  statement  of 
postwar  world  organization.  His  talk  here  on 
foreign  affairs  will  be  picked  up  by  the  Na- 
tional Broadcasting  Co.  chain. 

Senator  Ferguson  and  Governor  Kelly  of 
Michigan  are  expected  to  attend. 

Para't  Meet  February  14 
At  Cleveland  Hotel 

CLEVELAND — Paramount  will  hold  a re- 
gional sales  meeting  here  at  the  Cleveland 
Hotel  on  February  14-15. 

Charles  M.  Reagan,  general  sales  mana- 
ger; James  J.  Donohue,  division  sales  man- 
ager; Claude  Lee,  in  charge  of  public  rela- 
tions; Bob  Gillham,  advertising  manager,  and 
Harry  H.  Goldstein,  district  manager,  will 
attend. 

Also  present  will  be  branch  managers,  book- 
ing managers  and  salesmen  from  the  Cleve- 
land, Indianapolis,  Detroit  and  Cincinnati  of- 
fices. From  Indianapolis  will  come  Dick 
Frank,  A.  R.  Taylor,  William  Esch,  Fred  Wag- 
oner, D.  Newman,  Carl  Kemp.  From  Cin- 
cinnati: J.  J.  Oulahan,  Robert  L.  Clark,  Fred 
Myers,  John  C.  Wright,  Jack  Rodman,  Edward 
Salzberg,  Fred  Helwig.  From  Detroit:  J.  E. 
Ryder,  H.  E.  Stuckey,  John  Himelein,  J.  H. 
Young,  E.  C.  Murphy,  S.  D.  Chapman,  J.  Gen- 
tile. From  Cleveland:  Saul  Frifield,  Howard 
Roth,  Lester  Irwin,  Rudy  Norton,  Bill  Twigg, 
J.  B.  Gardner. 

Bill  Up  to  Legalize  Bingo 
On  Payment  of  Filing  Fee 

HARRISBURG — Legalization  of  the  con- 
duct of  bingo  games  by  religious  veterans  and 
charitable  organizations  on  payment  of  an 
annual  filing  fee  is  proposed  in  a bill  intro- 
duced by  Rep.  Thomas  J.  Kirley  of  Allegheny 
County. 

Proposed  annual  fees  would  amount  to  $50 
in  Pittsburgh,  $25  in  the  third-class  cities,  $15 
in  the  first-class  boroughs  and  $15  in  other 
boroughs  and  townships. 


Set  as  Unit  Manager  for  "Yearling" 

Jay  Marchant  has  been  set  as  the  unit 
manager  for  Metro’s  “The  Yearling.” 


GEORGE  A.  EBELING 
Architect 
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T ester  Zucker,  Columbia  manager,  returned 
from  New  York  full  of  raves  for  “A  Song 
to  Remember”  . . . Nate  Schultz,  Monogram 
franchise  owner,  was  in  New  York  last  week 
on  company  business  . . . Sam  Schultz,  local 
Monogram  manager,  will  represent  his  brother 
Nate  at  the  Monogram  regional  sales  meet- 
ing to  be  held  soon  in  Detroit  at  which  Sales 
Manager  Steve  Broidy  and  District  Manager 
Harry  Thomas  will  announce  the  company’s 
forthcoming  sales  policy. 

Elayne  Lois  Gottlob,  daughter  of  Charles 
Gottlob  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  and  Milo 
theatres,  announced  her  engagement  to  Mar- 
vin Marcus  of  this  city  . . . M.  M.  Jacobs  of 
Imperial  Pictures  has  acquired  for  Ohio  dis- 
tribution “Birth  of  a Star,”  a 40-minute  fea- 
turette  starring  Danny  Kaye,  and  directed  by 
Bid  Pollard.  Jacobs  has  closed  a deal  for 
the  picture  with  Tony  Stern  for  the  Warner 
circuit. 

Kroger  Babb,  producer  with  J.  S.  Jossey  of 
the  exploitation  picture,  “Mom  and  Dad,”  is 
making  his  headquarters  in  Wilmington, 
Ohio,  instead  of  in  the  Film  Bldg.,  as  orig- 
inally planned.  Babb  is  busy  these  days  as- 
sembling road  show  companies  to  travel  the 
southern  circuit  with  the  picture.  . . Milton 
Mooney’s  son,  Blair,  was  graduated  last  week 
from  Shaker  high  school  and  moves  on  to 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  to  enter  Notre  Dame  Uni- 
versity. His  brother,  Lieut.  Tom  Mooney  of 
the  naval  air  corps  was  graduated  from  Notre 
Dame  several  years  ago. 

Edna  Charns  was  guest  of  honor  at  a fare- 
well luncheon  staged  by  the  girls  of  the  War- 
ner Club  at  the  Carter  Hotel  prior  to  join- 
ing her  husband,  Sgt.  David  Charns,  now  sta- 
tioned in  California.  He  has  been  overseas. 

Victor  Wolcott,  one-time  prominent  down- 
town theatre  owner,  has  received  word  that 
his  son,  Capt.  Roger  Wolcott,  26,  has  been 
missing  since  December  26  over  Belgium. 
Wolcott  was  serving  as  a photo  reconnais- 
sance pilot.  He  entered  the  service  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  107th  cavalry  in  October,  1940, 
transferred  to  the  air  forces  in  1942  and  won 
his  wings  in  1943.  He  had  completed  63  mis- 
sions and  was  due  to  come  home  after  65 
missions. 

Exhibitors  who  braved  the  elements  last 
week  in  order  to  visit  Filmrow  included  Sam 
Reichblum  of  East  Liverpool,  E.  L.  Staub  of 
Delphos  and  Art  Rettig  of  Alliance.  Also  J.  O. 
Guthrie  and  Virgil  Moore  of  New  London. 

Fishing  through  the  ice  in  zero  weather  has 
its  compensations  for  real  fishermen,  among 
whom  are  Stuart  Cagney,  manager  of  the 
Broadvue  Theatre;  Jack  Gertz,  the  theatre 
premium  man;  Dave  Sandler  of  Sanco  Elec- 
tric Co.,  and  Gordon  Richardson  of  Richard- 
son Studios.  Middle  Bass  Island  was  the 
scene  of  their  activity  which  resulted  in 
bringing  home  a big  mess  of  pike  . . . Jack 
Cantwell,  who  was  assistant  manager  at  the 
Parma  Theatre  before  joining  the  army,  is 
back  on  furlough  after  having  spent  the  past 
two  and  a half  years  in  the  Pacific. 

James  J.  Donohue,  Paramount  division 
manager,  was  in  town  last  week  to  preside 
ever  a local  sales  meeting,  a prelude  to  the 
regional  sales  meeting  scheduled  to  be  held 
here  at  the  Cleveland  Hotel  February  14-15. 


Rockne  Gets  New  Lamps 

ROCKWOOD,  PA. — New  lamps  and  recti- 
fiers have  been  installed  at  the  Rockne  here 
by  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  Rockne  pro- 
prietors are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orlo  H.  Hechler. 
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Connecticut  Aims 


DIMES  COLLECTORS — Max  Melincoff,  Warner  Bros.  Theatres  New  Eng- 
land manager,  called  a meeting  of  all  theatre  managers  in  the  area  to  discuss 
ways  and  means  of  handling  collections  during  the  March  of  Dimes  drive.  Those 
present: 

Front  row,  left  to  right:  P.  W.  Wenzel,  Joseph  Stanwood,  Melincoff,  Max 
Silverwatch,  B.  Gruber.  Center  row:  Ben  Taylor,  J.  McCarthy,  T.  Kilcoyne, 
Harold  Cummings  and  Ed  Daley.  Back  row:  George  Carter,  Jack  Melincoff, 
Joseph  Liss  and  Royce  Beckman. 


At  $160,000  Goal 

HARTFORD — State  Chairman  I.  J.  Hoff- 
man and  Co-Chairman  Harry  F.  Shaw  an- 
nounced that  184  theatres  in  Connecticut 
had  pledged  March  of  Dimes  collections  dur- 
ing the  current  drive.  Last  year  cinema  pa- 
trons in  this  state  contributed  over  $80,000 
and  the  goal  has  been  doubled  this  year. 

The  East  Hartford  motor  corps  is  assisting 
Manager  Tom  Grace’s  Eastwood  staff  while 
the  Wethersfield  motor  corps  is  on  hand  at 
the  Webb  Playhouse.  Girls  from  the  state 
board  of  health  department  are  aiding  with 
collections  at  Frank  Morin’s  Regal,  while 
Bulkley  High  School  students  are  at  the 
Poli,  Palace  and  Strand.  Hall  High  School 
students  are  assisting  at  Hugh  Campbell’s 
Central  in  West  Hartford. 

In  addition  to  collections  at  every  per- 
formance, Manager  Lou  Cohen  of  the  Poli 
has  a wishing  well  in  the  lobby.  Manager 
Jim  McCarthy,  Strand,  has  a similar  ar- 
rangement. 

Fred  Greenway  of  the  Palace  placed  a 
wheel  of  fortune  in  his  lobby  with  signs  in- 
viting patrons  to  place  a ten-cent  bet  on  the 
board  and  try  matching  their  number  on  the 
revolving  wheel.  Winners  are  entitled  to 
theatre  passes.  Receipts  are  donated  to  the 
March  of  Dimes  campaign. 

The  Greer  Garson  trailer  is  being  screened 
throughout  the  city,  coupled  with  numerous 
stage  appeals  made  by  managers. 

Both  the  Times  and  Courant  are  cooperat- 
ing with  feature  stories  and  the  four  local 
radio  stations  have  been  lined  up. 

Harry  Martin  Succeeds 
J.  Pavone  at  Universal 

NEW  HAVEN — Harry  Martin,  former  Bos- 
ton salesman  for  Universal,  became  manager 
of  the  Universal  exchange  here  February  1, 
succeeding  John  Pavone,  resigned.  Pavone, 
who  has  not  yet  announced  his  new  plans, 
has  been  identified  with  the  motion  picture 
distribution  business  in  this  territory  for  30 
years.  Many  years  ago  he  was  connected 
with  First  National,  and  has  since  served 
Warners  as  salesman  and  exchange  man- 
ager, and  for  the  past  five  years,  has  been 
associated  with  Universal. 

Fires  Costly  to  Two 
New  England  Theatres 

BOSTON — Two  Maine  theatres  were  dam- 
aged by  fire  recently.  The  State  in  Prescott 
was  a complete  loss  and  the  Central,  an 
M&P  theatre  in  Biddeford,  was  damaged. 

Both  theatres  caught  fire  during  the  night 
the  houses  were  empty.  The  State  is  being 
rebuilt.  Lloyd  Bridgham,  owner,  is  in  the 
navy. 


Red  Cross  Meet  Called 

NEW  HAVEN — A preliminary  meeting  of 
theatre  men  in  this  area  for  the  coming 
Red  Cross  drive  has  been  called  for  Satur- 
day, February  24,  at  the  Hotel  Taft  here. 
Ben  Kalmenson  of  the  Warner  home  office 
will  be  among  the  out-of-town  speakers. 
Circuits  are  asked  to  invite  attendance  of 
their  managers. 


Quincy  House  Improved 

QUINCY,  MASS. — The  Adams  Theatre 
here  has  been  recarpeted,  with  a new  front 
and  other  improvements  installed  in  other 
sections  of  the  house,  says  Leonard  Goldberg, 
manager. 


Boston  Canteen  Ends  Its 
First  Year's  Service 

BOSTON — The  Boston  Stage  Door  Can- 
teen celebrated  its  first  anniversary  Janu- 
ary 21.  Sunday  night  volunteers  received 
citations  for  a year’s  service  and  the  others 
of  the  252  recipients  were  awarded  citations 
in  the  regular  shifts  during  the  week.  Thirty- 
five  business  firms  received  citations. 

The  canteen  is  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Os- 
good Perkins,  who  succeeded  Mrs.  Malcolm 
Bradlet  French.  The  latter  is  president  and 
organizer  of  the  Charlotte  Cushman  Club 
on  Beacon  St.,  a swank  club  for  actresses. 
Mrs.  French  was  the  organizer  of  the  local 
canteen  but  relinquished  her  duties  some 
months  ago  to  devote  her  attention  to  the 
Cushman  Club. 


UA  Holds  Meeting 

BOSTON — District  Manager  James  Winn 
and  Harry  Gold,  eastern  division  sales  man- 
ager, presided  over  the  United  Artist  regional 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Statler  January  19-20. 


Citadino  to  Albany 

NEW  HAVEN — William  Citadino,  assistant 
to  Booking  Manager-  Samuel  Germaine  at 
20th-Fox  here  for  several  months,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Albany  exchange. 


Light  Firm  Executive 
Flays  "Brownout" 

Hartford — On  February  1,  Hartford  will 
settle  down  to  a brownout,  following 
WPB  orders.  This  will  mean  the  darken- 
ing of  store  display  windows,  billboards, 
neon  signs  and  theatre  marquees. 

The  Hartford  Electric  Light  Co.  last 
weekend  prepared  to  obey  the  order  and 
to  act  as  a “enforcement”  agent,  although 
Samuel  Ferguson,  chairman  of  the  board, 
stood  by  his  guns  and  repeated:  “It  won’t 
save  us  half  a carload  of  coal  all  winter.” 
Mayor  Mortensen  discussed  with  the  po- 
lice officials  means  of  enforcing  the 
brownout. 


Boston  Papers  Cut 
Advertising  Again 

BOSTON — Newspapers  here  have  issued 
new  restrictions  on  advertising  space.  The 
Herald  and  Traveler,  morning  and  evening 
papers,  announced  a limit  of  50  lines  on 
two  columns  twice,  100  lines  on  two  columns 
one  insertion  and  140  lines  on  three  columns 
one  insertion,  a total  of  480  lines  for  a first 
run  offering.  This  upsets  in  many  instances 
the  national  advertising  sent  out  from 
studios  and  publicity  offices  in  New  York 
and  will  necessitate  separate  advertisements 
being  laid  out  for  each  paper. 

The  Post  announced  theatres  would  hold 
to  a maximum  of  200  lines  daily. 

Thus  far  the  Globe  has  announced  no  fur- 
ther cuts  but  has  held  down  rigidly  all  use 
of  advertising  space  for  several  months.  The 
Hearst  papers,  the  Record  and  American,  are 
both  tabloids  and  advertising  is  necessarily 
limited  in  those  papers  to  smaller  space. 

A New  Hampshire  Bill 
Would  Okay  Dog  Races 

CONCORD,  N.  H.— A bill  which  would 
legalize  dog  racing  in  New  Hampshire  has 
been  introduced  in  the  legislature  here  by 
Rep.  Harold  T.  Killeen  of  Walpole. 

Under  the  measure,  greyhound  tracks 
could  be  constructed  in  the  state  and  operate 
not  more  than  200  days  in  a single  year.  A 
commission  of  three  members  receiving  an- 
nual salaries  of  $1,200  and  expenses  would 
regulate  operation  of  the  tracks  just  as  a 
similar  commission  now  supervises  legalized 
horse  racing. 

The  proposed  law,  modeled  after  the 
Massachusetts  system,  calls  for  a total  15 
per  cent  “take”  from  gross  wagers,  with  a 
sliding  scale  controlling  division  of  the  reve- 
nue between  the  state  and  track.  The  so- 
called  “breakage”  would  be  divided  evenly, 
as  it  is  at  the  Rockingham  horse  track  in 
Salem. 

The  measure  specifies  that  dog  racing  must 
not  be  conducted  while  horse  racing  is  in 
progress. 
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The  four  most  enthusiastic  members  of  the 
"*■  audience  gathered  in  the  State  Theatre 
in  Portland  for  the  opening  of  “Thirty  Sec- 
onds Over  Tokyo”  were  Justice  and  Mrs.  Sid- 
ney St.  Felix  Thaxter,  parents  of  the  star, 
Phyllis  Thaxter;  her  older  sister,  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Gignoux,  and  her  sister-in-law,  Mrs. 
Sidney  Warren  Thaxter. 

John  B.  Carroll,  district  manager  of  M&P 
theatres  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont, is  Maine  state  chairman  of  the  March 
of  Dimes  drive  . . . E.  Harmon  Harndon  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  Ralph  Snider 
Theatres’  Empire  which  had  been  handled 
by  Don  Cooper,  manager  of  the  Strand  The- 
atre in  Portland  prior  to  Hamden’s  appoint- 
ment . . . Lawson  Daniels,  manager  of  the 
Capitol  in  Pawtucket,  formerly  of  Worcester, 
is  now  on  a leave  of  absence  to  do  govern- 
ment work  . . . Arthur  Mabey,  manager  of 
the  State  in  Milford,  awarded  a watch  to  a 
service  man  at  the  closing  of  his  war  bond 
campaign  contest. 

George  W.  Horan,  WB  manager,  has  been 
appointed  WAC  distributors  chairman  here 
for  1945  . . . Arthur  W.  Pinkham,  manager 
of  the  Park,  Taunton,  was  chairman  of  the 
local  motion  picture  division  of  the  March 
of  Dimes  drive.  He  was  assisted  by  Melvin 
J.  Druker,  State;  Alec  H.  Hurwitz,  Strand, 
and  Joseph  M.  Rosa  of  the  Grand. 

Walter  Butler,  formerly  with  the  State  in 
New  Bedford,  was  killed  in  action,  according 
to  word  received  from  the  war  department 
. . . The  Textile  Workers  Union  of  America, 
CIO,  sponsored  a children’s  party  recently  in 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  filling  five  of  the  local  the- 
atres with  thousands  of  youngsters. 

Lieut.  Arthur  Grayson,  nephew  of  Pub- 
licist Phil  Engel  of  United  Artists,  made  a 
surprise  visit  to  Boston  when  his  ship  docked 
here  recently  . . . George  Gould,  a former 
operator  of  35mm  portable  shows,  is  now 
operating  the  theatre  at  White  Field,  N.  H. 
The  house  has  been  completely  renovated  and 
redecorated.  New  equipment  was  furnished 
by  the  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.  here.  The 
theatre  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  several 
years  ago  . . . Harold  Magovsky,  formerly 
with  the  National  Screen  Service,  was 
wounded  in  Belgium.  He  is  hospitalized  in 
Paris. 

Lou  Wechsler  of  20th-Fox  reports  that  his 
wife,  who  recently  was  a patient  at  Beth 
Israel  Hospital,  is  now  home  after  a long 


Roger  Denis , Not  Davis , 
Is  the  Lucky  Fellow ! 

An  article  from  Providence,  R.  I.,  that 
appeared  in  the  October  14  issue  of 
BOXOFFICE  erroneously  used  the  name 
“Roger  Davis”  in  announcing  the  en- 
gagement of  Roger  Denis  to  Miss  Jean 
Smith  of  Providence.  In  a letter  from 
Iran  where  he  has  been  with  a quarter- 
master unit,  Denis  corrects  the  error 
and  writes,  “Things  are  going  swell  here 
in  Iran,  but  I still  am  waiting  for  a 
trip  to  U.S.A.”  The  marriage  is  sched- 
uled to  take  place  during  his  furlough 
trip  when  it  occurs. 

Denis  formerly  was  an  employe  of 
the  Bijou  Theatre  at  Providence. 


illness  . . . Cpl.  Julian  S.  Epstein,  son  of 
Shep  Epstein,  tradepaper  correspondent,  was 
heard  on  the  radio  from  London  recently. 

A screening  of  the  United  Artists’  “I’ll  Be 
Seeing  You,”  was  held  at  the  RKO  screening 
room  for  the  sales  staff  . . . Porter  Dorr,  for- 
merly stationed  at  Camp  Croft,  has  been 
transferred  to  Ft.  Meade.  Dorr  visited  Metro 
here  on  a recent  furlough  . . . District  Man- 
ager Maurice  Wolf  of  M-G-M  and  Mrs.  Wolf 
left  for  Pensacola,  where  they  will  visit  their 
son,  Ensign  Norton  Wolf. 

Malcolm  Wolf  is  recovering  from  injuries 
suffered  in  the  European  theatre  of  war  . . . 
E.  W.  Avery  of  Merrideth,  Mass.,  was  a Film- 
row  visitor  . . . Evelyn  Murphy  of  Universal 
was  ill  . . . Bernice  Ball,  assistant  biller  for 
Universal,  has  joined  the  marines  . . . Mem- 
bers of  the  Film  Office  Employes  Union  were 
the  only  people  not  looking  for  tickets  to  the 
Bob  Hope  show.  The  Union  purchased  200 
tickets  for  its  members. 

Melvin  Druker,  from  the  State  Theatre, 
Taunton,  visited  the  Universal  exchange  . . . 
Domoric  Turturo  of  the  Elms  Theatre,  Mil- 
bury,  was  on  Filmrow. 

Manager  Rogovern  of  Columbia  went  to 
New  York  for  the  premiere  of  “A  Song  to 
Remember”  at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall 
and  to  attend  a sales  meeting  for  branch 
managers  . . . Sam  Wemick  of  the  Wernick 
Theatre,  Chicopee  Falls,  was  on  Filmrow  . . . 
James  Winn  of  United  Artists  left  for  New 


SKIPPY  IS  HONORED — While  he  was  visiting  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  opening  of  “Tomorrow  the  World”  (UA)  at  Loew’s  Poli  Theatre, 
Skippy  Homeier  was  presented  a scholastic  award  by  Clarence  Chatto  of  the  High 
School  of  Commerce.  Mrs.  Homeier,  his  mother,  is  in  the  center. 


Haven  for  a conference  with  Roy  Wylie,  the 
New  Haven  manager  . . . Edward  C.  Raftery, 
president  of  United  Artists,  spent  a few  days 
here  . . . Max  Melincoff,  district  manager  of 
Warner  Bros.  Theatres,  met  with  15  managers 
to  complete  plans  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
campaign. 

A farewell  dinner  for  Matthew  Simmons 
of  20th-Fox  was  given  by  exchange  employes 
at  the  Hotel  Bradford.  Simmons  was  pre- 
sented a Gladstone  bag  . . . Abe  Barry,  Co- 
lumbia booker,  left  for  a two-week  vacation 
in  Florida. 

Say  Hello-Goodby 
To  Hartfordites 

HARTFORD — A party  with  a dual  purpose 
was  given  January  24  at  Hotel  Bond  here  by 
more  than  100  film  executives  and  industry- 
ites  from  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 
Not  only  did  the  group  welcome  home  Capt. 
Walter  Lloyd  from  the  armed  forces,  but 
bade  farewell  to  Stanley  Redmond,  new  man- 
ager of  the  M&P  theatre  in  Taunton,  Mass. 

Captain  Lloyd  was  presented  a lifetime 
bronze  desk  set  with  engraved  pens  and  an 
inscribed  scroll  of  the  occasion  is  being  pre- 
pared for  him.  Redmond  was  the  recipient 
of  a gold  engraved  pen  and  pencil  set. 

Lloyd  has  resumed  his  post  as  manager 
of  the  local  Allyn,  where  Redmond  served 
both  as  manager  and  assistant  while  Lloyd 
was  away. 

Hy  Fine,  M&P  district  manager;  Henry 
Needles  and  Lou  Cohen  addressed  the  group 
and  the  latter  entertained  with  Irish  songs. 
Bert  Stewart  of  the  Lobster  gave  out  song 
parodies,  including  ones  on  the  Allyn’s  pop- 
corn. 

A buffet  supper  was  served  and  music  was 
furnished  by  Lou  Holtman  and  his  band. 
Manager  Jim  McCarthy  of  the  Strand  was 
toastmaster. 

Among  the  out-of-towners  on  hand  were 
A1  Hamilton,  Jim  Darby,  John  Moore,  George 
Walsh,  John  Heese,  Henry  Germaine,  Dick 
Carroll  and  Jack  Sanson.  Local  theatre  man- 
agers attended  as  did  representatives  of  the 
Times,  Courant  and  four  local  radio  stations. 

Governor  and  Mayor  See 
Premiere  at  Fine  Arts 

BOSTON — Gov.  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Acting 
Mayor  John  E.  Kerrigan,  the  French  consul 
and  members  of  his  staff  and  prominent 
state  and  city  officials  were  present  at  the 
formal  reopening  of  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre, 
Massachusetts  Ave.  and  Norway  St.,  last 
week. 

The  formalities  started  with  a screening 
at  the  Metro  screening  room  and  a luncheon 
immediately  after  at  the  Hotel  Statler  for 
newspaper  folk  and  other  guests. 

The  Fine  Arts  Theatre  was  reopened  by 
John  Markle  and  Leonard  Tuttle  with  “The 
Open  Road,”  a French  picture  with  English 
titles  as  the  opening  feature. 

The  theatre  has  a seating  capacity  of  about 
500.  It  will  exhibit  the  best  films  from  for- 
eign studios.  Performances  will  be  continu- 
ous from  12:30  p.  m.  with  popular  prices  pre- 
vailing. 


Sid  Swirsky  to  Buffalo 

NEW  HAVEN— Sidney  Swirsky,  UA  sales- 
man here,  has  been  transferred  to  Buffalo 
to  handle  Syracuse  territory  for  the  same 
company  on  a temporary  assignment.  Sher- 
man Germaine,  booker  here,  meantime  as- 
sumes duties  of  salesman,  while  the  new 
booker  here  has  not  yet  been  announced. 
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Long  Lines  Wait  to  See 
Bacall  in  "To  Have" 

HARTFORD — The  longest  lines  in  town 
were  at  the  Strand  waiting  to  see  Lauren 
Bacall.  Second  week  holdovers  at  E.  M. 
Loew's,  Poli  and  Regal  brought  in  the 
crowds,  with  the  March  of  Dimes  doing  top 
business  at  all  spots. 

(Average  is  100) 

Allyn — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para);  The  Big 


Bonanza  (Rep)  - - 160 

E.  M.  Loew's — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ); 

Destiny  (Univ),  2nd  wk 140 

Palace — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 145 

Poli — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 180 

Regal — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO); 

The  Big  Show-Off  (Rep),  2nd  wk 135 

State — The  lade  Mask  (Mono),  plus  Earl  Carroll's 
Vanities  of  1945  on  stage - - - 100 


New  Haven  Grosses  Fall  After  Good 
Weekend  Because  of  Cold  Weather 

NEW  HAVEN — Following  a good  weekend 
business,  a dent  in  receipts  was  felt  because 
of  subzero  weather.  New  departure  was 
holdover  of  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate” 
from  the  Loew  Poli  to  the  Bijou  instead  of 
the  College,  where  “Winged  Victory”  was 
held  for  a third  week. 


Bijou — Let's  Go  Steady  (Col);  The  Sultan's 

Daughter  (Mono)  98 

College — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 103 

Loew's  Poli — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO); 

Girl  Rush  (RKO)  -115 

Paramount— Ministry  of  Fear  (Para),  The  Man  in 

Half  Moon  Street  (Para)  100 

Roger  Sherman — The  Merry  Monahans  (Univ); 

Destiny  (Univ)  100 


“Song"  Gets  Warm  125  at  Boston 
Despite  Subzero  Temperatures 

BOSTON — “Song  to  Remember”  opened  at 
the  State  and  Orpheum  after  a terrific  ex- 
ploitation campaign.  “Hollywood  Canteen” 
held  over  at  the  Fenway  and  Paramount,  and 
“Naughty  Marietta”  followed  “Wuthering 
Heights”  at  the  Majestic  and  did  good  busi- 
ness. It  has  been  unusually  cold  locally  with 


subzero  temperatures  and  blizzards. 

Boston — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  _ 125 

Keith  Memorial — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 125 

Majestic — Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M),  reissue 115 

Metropolitan — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para); 
Dangerous  Passage  (Para),  return  engagement.. 125 

Orpheum  and  State — Song  to  Remember  (Col) 135 

Paramount  and  Fenway — Hollywood  Canteen 

(WB),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 120 

Translux — Dead  Man's  Eyes  (Univ);  The  Mummy's 
Curse  (Univ)  110 


Theatres  Aid  WMC  Drive 
To  Get  War  Workers 

HARTFORD — A one  week  showing  of  a 
special  film  on  labor  recruiting  entitled, 
“What’s  Your  Name?”  was  screened  at  down- 
town theatres  as  part  of  the  nationwide 
drive  being  sponsored  by  the  army  service 
forces  and  the  WMC.  The  film  demonstrates 
the  need  for  additional  essential  labor  re- 
cruiting and  elimination  of  job  jumping  and 
absenteeism  from  the  production  line. 

USES  representatives  were  stationed  in  the 
lobby  of  Loew’s  Poli  Theatre  here,  on  Janu- 
ary 18,  to  assist  moviegoers  interested  in  ap- 
plying for  essential  war  industry  jobs.  A 
USES  booth  was  also  set  up  in  the  lobby  of 
the  State  Theatre  to  recruit  industry  work- 
ers. Hartford  theatre  managers  are  work- 
ing in  cooperation  with  Lieut.  Andrew  J. 
Dolan  of  army  special  services,  working  out 
of  Springfield,  Mass. 


Recreation  Bill  Up 

HARTFORD,  CONN. — A bill  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  a community  recreation 
commission  was  introduced  in  the  senate  by 
Senator  C.  Raymond  Brock.  The  bill  pro- 
vides for  a community  recreation  commission 
of  nine  members. 


flagella  Corrado,  assistant  at  the  Poli,  is 

engaged  to  Michael  Pascucci,  who  recently 
was  given  a medical  discharge  from  the 
army  after  serving  13  months.  No  date  has 
been  set  for  the  wedding  . . . Sgt.  Tom 
Campbell,  son  of  the  Central  Theatre  man- 
ager, now  is  serving  in  Europe  . . . For  the 
first  time,  Manager  Dean  Barrett,  Rialto, 
arranged  for  a community  sing  at  his  theatre 
last  week  and  it  proved  a big  success.  Patrons 
coming  up  to  him  after  the  show  commended 
the  arrangement  as  a real  morale  builder 
. . . Ruth  Miller  replaces  Dotty  Erichson  on 
the  Colonial  usherette  staff  . . . Frank  Bet- 
tencourt, Colonial  doorman,  has  taken  a part 
time  job  in  a local  war  plant. 

Alice  Pryor,  member  of  the  Earl  Carroll 
“Vanities  of  1945,”  which  was  headlined  at 
the  State  Theatre,  was  admitted  as  a patient 
at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  . . . Helen  Ellis,  Loew's 
Palace  cashier,  won  three  passes  to  the  the- 
atre on  the  “Wheel  of  Fortune”  setup  in  the 
lobby  for  the  March  of  Dimes  drive  . . . Judy 
O'Toole,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Estelle  O'Toole,  ex- 
ecutive secretary  to  Henry  Needles,  WB  dis- 
trict manager,  is  making  her  own  valentines 
this  year  . . . Frank  Ramsey,  former  Lenox 
manager,  is  convalescing  at  an  army  hospital, 
Greensboro,  S.  C.  . . . WB  District  Hanager 
Henry  Needles  had  a busman’s  holiday  in 
New  York  on  his  one-week  vacation  when  he 
took  in  nine  shows! 

Ted  Jacocks,  Branford  manager,  was  in 
town  to  attend  legislature  sessions  as  Bran- 
ford County  representative  . . . Sage-Alien’s 
department  store  here  sponsored  a triple- 
column announcement  in  the  Hartford  Times 
for  the  State  Theatre  which  arranged  for 
the  complete  show  and  cast  of  “Vanities  of 
1945”  to  entertain  the  boys  at  the  veterans’ 
administration  hospital  in  Newington. 

State  Police  Commissioner  Ed  Hickey  noti- 
fied all  Connecticut  theatre  managers  that 
the  following  safety  regulations  must  be  fol- 
lowed: parked  cars  must  not  block  exits  or 
areas  near  exits;  areas  outside  exit  doors 
must  be  free  of  snow  to  facilitate  safe  pedes- 
trian travel.  Failure  to  comply  with  these 
rules  will  result  in  revocation  of  theatre  li- 
censes, Commissioner  Hickey  stated. 

A tax  lien  for  $2,667.60,  representing  ad- 
mission taxes  unpaid  during  the  month  of 
November,  was  filed  against  A.  K.  Dow  and 
D.  Ferrone,  owners  of  Dow’s  Theatre  here,  by 
Frank  W.  Kraemer,  collector  of  internal  rev- 
enue . . . Rebecca  Finn,  daughter  of  Max 
Finn,  was  to  sing  with  Erno  Rapee  and  his 
orchestra  at  the  Bushnell  Memorial  here 
January  31  . . . Condolences  of  local  theatre 
managers  were  extended  to  Selig  Fishman, 
owner  of  the  Fishman  theatre  circuit,  on  the 
recent  death  of  his  son,  Sgt.  Stanley  Fish- 
man, 19,  who  was  killed  in  France  . . . Sgt. 
Ed  O’Connor  and  Sgt.  Bob  Shanley,  former 
Hartfordites  now  with  the  Irving  Berlin  all- 
soldier show,  “This  Is  the  Army,”  checked  in 
from  New  Guinea  with  greetings  to  the  trade. 

William  Fenton  and  John  Camel  are  new 
on  the  maintenance  staff  of  the  Lenox  . . . 
I.  J.  Hoffman,  Warner  zone  manager  for 
New  England,  and  district  Maintenance  Chief 
O’Toole  arrived  to  make  rounds  in  Hartford 
theatres  . . . Charlie  Repass,  Crown  manager, 
is  in  the  market  for  some  good  Polish  films 
. . . Mrs.  Charles  Repass,  wife  of  the  Crown 
manager,  returned  from  a two-week  visit 
with  relatives  in  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York. 

Michael  Daly,  circuit  owner,  went  into  New 
Haven  on  booking  business  . . . Usherettes 
may  come  and  go  but  the  trio  at  the  Lenox 
are  contented.  The  usherettes’  dressing  room 
has  been  repainted  and  the  girls  themselves 
fixed  up  an  ornate  dressing  table  and  hung 


curtains  in  the  windows!  . . . Alice  Sicily 
stopped  in  at  Daly  headquarters  with  her 
husband  who  recently  returned  from  three 
years  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Cpl.  “Robbie”  Robinson,  former  assistant 
manager,  E.  M.  Loew’s,  is  now  stationed  in 
Italy  . . . Babs  and  Rena  White,  local  vau- 
devillians  who  frequently  graced  main  stem 
stages  here,  are  now  with  a USO-Camp  Show 
unit  in  New  Guinea  . . . James  Melton,  film 
and  radio  tenor,  headlined  the  Bushnell  Me- 
morial program  here  January  24  with  good 
boxoffice  results. 

Jack  Sanson  was  chairman  of  the  Man- 
chester March  of  Dimes  drive.  He  manages 
the  State  there  . . . The  Princess  staff  sent 
flowers  to  Usherette  Jewel  Bloomberg  who  is 
recuperating  from  appendicitis  at  St. 
Francis  Hospital.  Chief  Usherette  Viola  De- 
Marco was  ill  with  the  grippe  . . . Max 
Birbaum  of  Warners  and  Barney  Pitkin  of 
RKO  were  visitors  at  the  Princess. 

Circuit  Co-Owner  Joseph  Quittner  manned 
the  Eastwood  for  a few  days  while  Manager 
Tom  Grace  went  to  New  London  to  visit  his 
family  . . . Vaudeville  is  down  to  two  days 
a week  at  Dow’s  Theatre. 

Charlie  Niles,  former  theatre  editor  of  the 
Hartford  Times,  came  in  from  his  naval  sta- 
tion in  Seattle,  and  was  among  the  guests 
attending  the  welcome  home  party  tendered 
for  Capt.  Walter  Lloyd  of  the  Allyn  Janu- 
ary 24. 

Levy  Bulletin  Lists  Timely 
Hints  to  MPTO  Men 

NEW  HAVEN — Herman  M.  Levy,  executive 
secretary  of  MPTO  of  Connecticut,  issued  a 
bulletin  apprising  exhibitors  of  the  new  WPB 
lighting  restrictions  which  went  into  effect 
February  1.  Exhibitors  are  reminded  that 
the  order  specifically  prohibits  the  use  of 
electricity  for  outdoor  advertising  or  pro- 
motional lighting,  outdoor  display  lighting, 
outdoor  decorative  and  ornamental  lighting, 
marquee  lighting  in  excess  of  60  watts  for 
each  marquee,  and  outside  sign  iighting  ex- 
cept for  directional  or  identification  signs 
required  for  fire  and  police  protection  and 
similar  purposes. 

Violation  of  this  new  order  may  result  in 
disconnection  of  service,  fine  or  imprison- 
ment. 

Levy  also  urged  full  cooperation  in  the 
March  of  Dimes  campaign,  with  an  attempt 
to  exceed  the  54  cents  average  per  seat  of 
last  year. 

With  respect  to  theatre  inspections  dur- 
ing the  past  six  months,  Levy  stated  that 
State  Police  Commissioner  Edward  J.  Hickey 
has  reported  his  department  is  not  wholly 
satified  with  conditions  found  outside  many 
exit  doors,  where  parked  cars  block  exits  or 
areas  near  the  exits,  or  the  areas  are  not 
cleaned  of  snow  to  make  pedestrian  travel 
safe.  Warning  has  been  issued  that  theatre 
licenses  will  be  revoked  where  hazards  of 
these  types  are  continuous. 

No  changes  are  to  be  made  in  theatres 
without  first  submitting  plans  to  the  state 
police  department,  100  Washington  St.,  Hart- 
ford, for  the  department’s  approval. 

“Even  if  you  are  installing  what  to  you  ap- 
pears to  be  a safety  device,”  Levy  points  out, 
“it  should  have  state  police  approval.  It  is 
much  less  embarrassing  and  more  convenient 
to  be  turned  down  before  a change  is  made 
than  to  be  compelled  to  take  it  out  after  it 
has  been  installed.” 


Ted  Thomas  to  Writing  Pact  at  Col. 

Ted  Thomas  has  been  signed  to  a seven- 
year  writing  pact  at  Columbia. 
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WORCESTER 


TWTanager  Alec  Davis  of  the  Warner  an- 
nounces  Esther  Ahern,  Barbara  Cum- 
mings and  Cecilia  Sullivan  have  been  added 
to  the  service  staff  . . . The  two  sisters  here 
of  Helen  Walker,  film  actress,  were  guests 
of  the  Capitol  at  the  showing  of  her  new- 
est picture,  “The  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street.” 

Dorothy  Yess  of  the  Elm  Street  resigned 
. . . Joe  Nozzolillo  of  the  Plymouth  formerly 
was  a professional  ballroom  dancer  . . . 
Harry  Reiners,  New  York  publicist,  was  in 
town  to  help  exploit  “The  Woman  in  the 
Window”  at  the  Warner  . . . Billie  Rogers,  the 
girl  band  leader,  was  in  Whitinsville. 

The  Better  Films  Council  announces  it 
has  approved  “Babes  on  Swing  Street,” 
“Ministry  of  Pear,”  “She’s  a Sweetheart,” 
“Together  Again”  and  “Winged  Victory”  for 
mature-family  audiences;  “The  Man  in  Half 
Moon  Street”  and  “The  Woman  in  the 
Window”  for  adults,  and  none  for  the  family. 

Maurice  Radin  of  the  Poli  has  returned 
from  a business  trip  in  New  York  state  . . . 
According  to  Manager  Bob  Portle  of  the  Elm 
Street,  “Winged  Victory”  has  been  held  over 
for  a third  week  . . . Barbara  Pierce,  vaude- 
villian,  recounted  to  the  Telegram  the  time 
she  was  turned  down  for  an  amateur  show 
at  the  Plymouth  because  she  was  too  young 
to  be  on  the  same  stage  with  Sally  Rand. 

Helen  Marcy  of  Shrewsbury  has  been  cast 
in  the  new  Broadway  play,  “Bella’s  Got  a 
Fella”  . . . The  Art  Museum  opened  a series 
of  foreign  films  with  a lecture  by  Jean 
Benoit-Levy,  French  director  . . .Mary  Shee- 
han has  been  promoted  at  the  Warner  from 
usher  to  doorwoman. 

Ralph  Eaton,  manager  of  the  Plymouth, 
aroused  much  interest  in  a recent  vaudeville 
show  by  booking  two  professional  Worcester 
acts,  the  Clyde  Jordan  girls  and  Marcia  Rice, 
songstress  . . . About  2,700  attended  the  re- 
cent grand  opera,  “La  Traviata,”  presented 
by  Frank  Dubinsky  at  the  Auditorium,  with 
Helen  Jepson  starred. 

Bill  Brown,  manager  of  the  Park  and 
Greendale,  conducted  an  attractive  display  of 


the  new  dinnerware  he’s  giving  away  . . . 
Russ  Hebert,  formerly  of  the  Elm  Street,  is 
acting  president  of  the  new  municipal  Teen 
Age  Canteen  . . . The  Warner  has  added 
Howard  Comeau. 

Arthur  Mabey,  manager  of  the  State  in 
Milford,  was  awarded  third  prize  in  the  In- 
terstate circuit’s  contest  among  managers  for 
the  sale  of  war  bonds  during  1944  . . . The 
Warner  has  opened  its  new  men’s  room,  at- 
tractively redecorated  and  tiled. 

Fire  Chiefs  Endorse  Laws 
To  Curb  Blaze  Risk 

NEW  HAVEN  — The  Connecticut  Fire 
Chiefs  Ass’n  meeting  at  Woodbridge,  Conn., 
put  stamp  of  approval  on  five  proposed  laws 
which  the  general  assembly  will  be  asked  to 
adopt  to  control  fire  protective  precautions  at 
circuses  and  other  places  of  public  assembly. 
The  bills  are  now  being  drawn  up  for  presen- 
tation in  Hartford. 

One  proposed  bill  involves  all  places  cap- 
able of  holding  100  persons,  or  fewer,  where 
the  fire  marshal  deems  it  advisable.  Door- 
ways, exits,  windows,  exit  signs  and  seating 
capacities  will  be  regulated  in  the  bill.  The 
space  per  person  ranges  from  six  square  feet 
in  theatres  or  other  places  having  fixed 
seats  to  32  square  feet  per  person  in  fac- 
tories. 

The  bills  would  also  stiffen  all  regula- 
tions on  displays  of  fireworks,  on  circuses, 
carnivals  or  other  portable  shows  or  ex- 
hibitions and  on  dry  cleaning  establishments 
and  the  storage  of  inflammable  liquids. 

The  legislative  committee  of  the  associa- 
tion has  been  studying  laws  for  places  of 
public  assembly  since  the  Cocoanut  Grove 
fire  at  Boston  and  the  Hartford  Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum  & Bailey  circus  fire. 

The  committee  includes  Fire  Chief  Paul  P. 
Heinz  of  New  Haven;  Gordon  Graham  of 
Bristol;  John  Sheridan  of  Naugatuck;  Stuart 
Potter  of  Greenwich;  Joseph  Tracey  of  Nor- 
wich; Thomas  Shipman  of  New  London;  C. 
J.  Carrigan  of  Terry ville;  Thomas  Cava- 
naugh of  Waterbury;  George  Volk  of  Nor- 
walk and  Frank  Muecier  of  East  Hartford. 


Usher  Admits  Two 
Acts  of  Vandalism 

NEW  HAVEN — After  he  had  caused  the  ar- 
rest of  three  youths  in  connection  with 
vandalism  at  the  Bijou  Theatre  Monday 
night  January  22,  Walter  Griffith,  16,  an 
usher  at  the  theatre  for  the  last  three  weeks, 
confessed  to  pulling  a fixture  from  the  wall 
of  the  theatre  men’s  room  that  resulted  in 
water  flooding  the  men’s  room  and  stream- 
ing into  the  hallway  before  being  discovered. 
The  damage  was  estimated  at  $1,000. 

The  usher  previously  had  lodged  a charge 
against  three  youths,  accusing  them  of  pull- 
ing pipes  from  the  men’s  room  wall  in  the 
Loew’s  Poli  last  November,  causing  $4,000 
damage,  but  confessed  to  the  deed  himself 
during  questioning.  Griffith  is  being  held 
on  charges  of  injury  to  private  property  and 
breach  of  the  peace,  under  bond  of  $500. 

Immediately  following  the  publicity  on 
this  vandalism,  several  subsequent  runs  re- 
ported cases  of  damage.  At  the  Strand,  Ham- 
den, the  lighting  fixtures  were  torn  from  the 
ladies’  lounge  wall.  At  the  Rivoli,  West 
Haven,  a retired  policeman  has  been  re- 
tained three  nights  per  week,  and  patrons 
are  not  permitted  to  leave  the  theatre  and 
return,  or  otherwise  disturb  other  patrons. 
Other  theatres  also  employ  such  officers  in 
a recent  effort  to  maintain  order  and  curb 
unruly  elements. 

Many  Strict  Provisions 
In  New  Fire  Statute 

MANCHESTER,  N.  H.— Announcement  of 
the  complete  text  of  Manchester’s  new  city 
ordinance  regulating  the  licensing  of  cir- 
cuses, carnivals,  amusements  and  entertain- 
ments reveals  that  there  are  many  strict  pro- 
visions in  the  measure,  which  is  aimed  at 
preventing  such  fire  disasters  as  those  at  the 
Cocoanut  Grove  night  club  in  Boston  and 
Ringling  Bros.-Barnum  & Bailey  circus  in 
Hartford. 

The  text  occupied  nearly  an  entire  column 
when  published  as  a legal  advertisement  in 
the  local  newspapers,  but,  briefly,  some  of 
the  provisions  are  as  follows: 

No  license  is  to  be  granted  to  conduct  cir- 
cuses, carnivals,  amusements  and  entertain- 
ments except  in  approved  established  places 
of  assembly  unless  the  premises  are  approved 
by  fire,  police  and  building  officials. 

All  exits  must  open  directly  to  outside  areas 
and  be  kept  open  and  marked  with  red  lights 
and  signs  at  all  times. 

Seats  that  are  fixed  and  firmly  secured 
must  be  placed  not  less  than  32  inches  apart 
and  movable  seats  a similar  distance,  with 
specifications  given  as  to  layout  of  rows. 

Smoking  is  prohibited  during  a perform- 
ance and  while  the  audience  is  assembling 
and  dispersing.  Unless  suitable  safeguards 
are  provided  the  use  of  fire  or  open  flames 
in  any  act  is  taboo.  Such  devices  as  peanut 
and  popcorn  machiens  are  forbidden  to 
operate  in  or  near  the  main  circus  tent. 

The  ordinance,  which  became  effective 
upon  final  passage  by  the  board  of  mayor  and 
aldermen  on  Janury  2,  provides  for  imme- 
diate revocation  of  license  for  violation  of 
the  regulations. 


UA  MEN  IN  BOSTON — District  men  of  United  Artists  convened  recently  at 
Boston.  Shown  here  are:  (1-r) : John  J.  Dervin,  Boston  branch  manager;  Ray 
Wylie,  New  Haven  branch  manager;  James  Winn,  district  manager;  Harry  Gold, 
eastern  sales  manager,  and  Mathew  Sullivan,  Buffalo  branch  manager.  Standing: 
Agnes  Donahue,  Boston  booker;  Sherman  Germaine,  New  Haven  booker;  John 
Bykowski,  Buffalo  office  manager;  Sid  Wsiosky,  New  Haven  salesman;  Nathan 
Ross,  Boston  salesman;  Leon  Herman,  Buffalo  salesman;  Irving  Mendelson,  Boston 
office  manager;  Herbert  Schaefer,  Joseph  Cronan,  Boston  salesmen;  Demi  Clegg, 
district  manager’s  secretary;  George  L.  Hager,  Boston  salesman,  and  Phil  Engel, 
publicity  representative. 


MAKE  fo&A,  Of  MONEY  PLAYING 
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NEW  HAVEN 


N.  ENGLAND  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Just  when  there  seems  to  be  nothing  new 
under  the  sun,  things  happen  in  bunches 
. . . Everybody  in  the  state  will  miss  Johnnie 
Pavone  from  the  Universal  office  and  the 
industry  hereabouts  wished  him  luck  in  his 
next  venture  . . . Sid  Swirsky,  also  a long 
familiar  figure  on  the  street,  will  be  in  the 
Buffalo  exchange  for  Universal  . . . Bill  Cita- 
dino,  here  as  assistant  booker  for  20th-Fox 
for  the  last  several  months,  is  New  Haven’s 
gift  to  Albany  . . . John  Scully  of  Universal 
was  a visitor  on  Meadow  St. 

Norman  Ayers,  Warner  home  office  exec- 
utive, was  in  town  . . . Ben  Lourie,  Chicago, 
called  his  old  Columbia  office  from  Boston 
before  attending  a meeting  in  New  York  . . . 
Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox  drive  chairman, 
was  in  from  New  York  to  talk  to  the  boys 
about  the  April  anniversary  goings  on  . . . 
Roger  Ferri,  managing  editor  of  Dynamo, 
also  in  New  Haven  and  Boston  . . . March 
of  Dimes  started  with  a bang,  netting  sur- 
prising collections  in  the  small  houses. 

Tim  O’Toole,  Columbia  manager,  back  at 
his  desk  after  four  days  of  meetings  and 
events  in  New  York  . . . Plenty  of  salesmen 
using  the  trains  these  days  and  weeping 
about  gas  shortage. 

Mrs.  Phil  Saslau  of  Fishman  Theatres  is 
visiting  her  daughter,  Naomi,  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Kentucky  . . . Herman  Levy,  Con- 
necticut MPTO  executive  secretary,  is  among 
the  first  29  lobbyists  to  be  registered  at  the 
Capitol  this  year,  appearing  for  the  motion 
picture  industries  . . . Former  back  office 
employes  have  been  calling  in  for  that  retro- 
active ten  per  cent  increase,  only  to  be  told 
it  does  not  apply  to  employes  who  have  left 
their  jobs  . . . The  opening  of  the  “Ice- 
Capades”  at  the  Arena  and  all  other  amuse- 
ment business  was  badly  hit  by  the  subzero 
weather  hereabouts. 

“Song  to  Remember”  is  set  for  Poli  houses 
in  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport  February  8 
as  single  feature  . . . Grace  Brunelli,  Co- 
lumbia booker,  is  all  smiles  these  days  be- 
cause her  brother,  Pvt.  James  Brunelli,  is 
back  from  27  months  of  overseas  duty. 

Athan  Prakas  of  the  Rivoli,  Bridgeport,  is 
off  on  a legal  tack  these  days  what  with 
acting  as  executor  of  his  late  doorman’s 
estate  . . . Ben  Simon,  screened  “Fighting 
Lady”  for  the  navy  last  week  . . . Steve 
Panora  of  Stafford  Springs  and  New  Mil- 
ford was  in  an  automobile  accident  near 
Northford.  His  car  was  smashed  . . . Lou 
Anger  of  the  Barnum,  Bridgeport,  has  em- 
bellished his  Trumbull  farm  with  a turkey 
incubator  and  100  eggs. 

Ted  Tuthill,  manager  of  the  Astor,  East 
Hartford,  is  ill  at  New  Haven  Hospital  . . . 
Mary  Worstell,  Metro  booker,  out  with  a cold 
for  several  days  . . . Members  of  Local  F41 
met  for  dinner  at  Fitzgerald’s  with  Lee  Al- 
derman of  Warners  in  charge  . . . New  Haven 
contingent  at  the  welcome  home  party  for 
Capt.  Walter  Lloyd,  returning  to  the  helm  of 
the  Allyn,  Hartford,  included  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jim  Darby,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Hesse,  John 
Moore,  Henry  Germaine,  George  Walsh,  Her- 
man Levy,  and  Ted  Jacocks  . . . Hy  Fine, 
Dan  Seletsky  and  Chester  Stoddard  were 
among  the  Boston  guests.  Both  Lloyd  and 
Stanley  Redmond,  who  took  over  when  Lloyd 
was  in  the  service  for  three  years  and  now 
goes  to  the  Merrimac,  Lowell,  received  gifts. 

George  Weber  has  been  commended  for  his 
excellent  photos  of  veteran  exhibitors  in  this 
territory  for  the  series  which  will  appear  in 
BOXOFFICE. 


George  L.  Valley  now 

takes  it  easy  these 
days  around  the 
Strand,  Winooski,  Vt., 
but  likes  to  talk  about 
the  start  of  his  exhibi- 
tion experience  in  the 
“dim”  days  of  1909.  His 
daughter  Alice  is  do- 
ing the  booking  and 
buying.  He  has  four 
other  daughters,  one 
son  and  six  grand- 
children. His  chief 
pastimes  are  boxing  and  wrestling  bouts  and 
he  is  interested  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  Elks.  Once  he  branched  out  with  a sec- 
ond theatre  at  Essex  Junction.  He  was 

never  interested  in  exhibitor  organizations. 

Home  town  activities  suffice. 


When  Harry  Zeitz  first 
entered  the  business 
in  1923  he  could  not 
have  predicted  daugh- 
ter Ruth  would  gam 
fame  as  an  RKO  ac- 
tress. He  says  no  busi- 
ness is  more  fascinat- 
ing than  show  busi- 
ness. The  State,  Em- 
pire and  New  Bed- 
ford theatres,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  and 
the  Portland  (Me.) 
Civic  are  his.  Zeitz  was  in  the  first  world 
war  and  son  Carl  is  in  France.  Son  Robert  is 
in  school.  He  is  a member  of  the  American 
Legion,  the  Zionist  Organization  of  America, 
Tifireth  Israel  and  Variety  Club.  He  makes 
it  a point  to  see  all  his  shows. 


Walter  E.  Young,  the 

owner  of  'the  Strand, 

Farmington,  N.  H.,  re- 
calls writing  to  the 
first  New  England 
film  exchange  for  his 
bill,  never  hearing 
from  them,  and  finally 
going  to  Boston  to 
pay.  Before  he  was 
old  enough  to  have  a 
business  in  his  name 
he  was  sponsored  by 
the  Dearborn  Motion 
Picture  Co.  of  Chicago.  His  father  backed 
the  deal  and  from  then  on  he  and  the  in- 
dustry were  pals.  Young  is  a summer  hotel 
operator,  and  active  in  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  Farmington  Holding  Co.  Son 
Walter  H.  is  in  the  Philippines. 


About  as  early  as  1922 
Charles  Ross  was  ap- 
pearing in  road  at- 
tractions and  stock 
companies.  He  saw  a 
future  in  films  and 
owns  the  Windsor  and 
Strand  in  Windsor,  Vt. 
Rotary  and  Masonic 
activities  and  officer- 
ship  on  the  Windsor 
board  of  trade  do  not 
limit  Ross’s  sphere  of 
movement.  In  winter 
he  commutes  between  Windsor  and  Florida; 
in  summer  between  Windsor  and  Nantucket 
Island.  He  says,  “I  have  always  been  granted 
complete  satisfaction  in  all  fair  requests  of 
the  trade.”  Son  C.  C.  is  in  Europe  and  he  ad- 
mits he  is  quite  proud  of  him. 


In  1912,  Arthur  C. 

Chadwick  began  oper- 
ation of  the  Empire, 

Newport,  N.  H.  Later 
he  took  over  the  Conis- 
ton  there.  This  is  his 
only  current  house. 

After  30  years  he  says, 

“This  is  the  most  in- 
teresting business  I 
know.”  His  friends, 
among  whom  are  num- 
bered practically  the 
entire  population,  call 
him  “Chad.”  He  is  a Mason,  Shriner  and  a 
Knight  Templar.  Fishing  and  hunting  are 
his  hobbies.  He  never  joined  an  exhibitor 
organization.  His  granddaughter,  Sally  Ann 
Brill,  is  “the  apple  of  his  eye,”  and  his  chief 
domestic  interest. 


When  the  army  built 
the  Champlain  Thea- 
tre at  Swanton,  Vt., 
in  1917,  Edward  T. 
Bradley  took  charge. 
With  Mrs.  H.  E.  Haff 
as  partner,  acquired 
the  house  in  1919. 
During  World  War  I 
he  made  ammunition 
for  the  government. 
Now  he  collects  an- 
tique firearms  and 
swords.  With  Mrs. 
Bradley  he  has  traveled  in  Europe,  Asia  and 
South  America.  He  has  been  town  clerk, 
village  trustee,  president  of  Swanton  and 
representative  in  the  state  legislature.  Son 
W.  H.  was  a lieutenant  in  World  War  I and 
he  has  a grandson  in  the  service  now. 


Albert  M.  Pickus,  a 

1924  graduate  of 
Washington  and  Lee 
University,  was  a for- 
mer roommate  of 
Homer  A.  Holt,  one- 
time governor  of  West 
Virginia.  Later  he  en- 
tered the  theatrical 
field  in  Bridgeport, 

Conn.,  at  the  Rialto. 

Today  he  operates  the 
Stratford,  Stratford, 

Conn.  He  is  chairman 
of  the  War  Finance  Committee,  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  for  the  blind.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  Masons,  Cout- 
heag  and  Mill  River  Country  clubs.  He  was 
instrumental  in  Stratford’s  400  per  cent 
over-subscription  to  the  Fifth  War  Loan. 


“Although  there  was 
tough  sledding  those 
days,  I had  a hunch 
back  in  1907  that  the 
film  business  would  be 
good  to  follow,”  de- 
clares Oze  Tessier. 

Sticking  did  pay  divi- 
dends. Today  Tessier 
operates  the  Royal 
and  Rialto  tin  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  His 
daughter.  Telly,  mar- 
ried to  Russell  Turner, 
assists  as  cashier.  Tessier’s  hobbies  are  a 
12-acre  farm,  raising  purebred  stock  and 
gardening.  “It  took  patience  in  the  old  days, 
but  I knew  things  would  improve,  and  to- 
day it’s  a pleasure,”  says  Tessier.  The  farm 
is  at  South  Dartmouth. 
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SPRINGFIELD 

T ocal  managers  were  speculating  on  the  ef- 
feet  of  brownout  regulations  on  patrons 
. . . Manager  George  Freeman,  Poli,  tied 
in  the  opening  of  “Music  for  Millions”  with 
the  personal  appearance  here  of  Jose  Iturbi, 
star  of  the  film,  on  February  9. 

An  editorial  published  in  the  Greenfield 
Recorder-Gazette  on  the  recent  death  of 
Claude  Frederick,  former  manager  of  the 
Garden  Theatre,  Greenfield,  said  in  part: 
“Claude  Frederick,  like  most  good  showmen, 
lived  the  entertainment  business  with  zest 
and  appreciation.” 

Richard  Davidson,  ex-Paramount,  Spring- 
field,  checks  in  from  the  Philippine  Islands 
. . . Manager  Lou  Schaefer,  Palace,  Pitts- 
field, planted  a winter  “false  front”  for  ex- 
ploitation on  “Lake  Placid  Serenade.” 

Joe  Borenstein,  Embassy  manager,  plant- 
ed spots  on  WDRC,  Hartford,  to  plug  “To 
Have  and  Have  Not”  . . . Joe  DiLorenzo, 
manager  of  the  Plainfield,  has  redecorated 
the  boxoffice. 

Pat  McMahon,  State  manager,  booked  in 
reissues  of  “Kid  From  Spain”  and  “Dead 
End  Kids”  . . . Victor  Morelli,  manager  of 
the  Bristol  Theatre,  was  dangerously  ill  with 
pneumonia  at  Bristol  Hospital.  He  was  in 
an  oxygen  tent  at  this  writing.  Assistant 
Wittke,  State,  Manchester,  is  subbing  at  the 
Bristol. 

Randy  Mailer  is  the  New  Britain  chair- 
man for  the  March  of  Dimes  drive  . . . 
Redecorations  are  about  completed  at  Jack 
O’Sullivan’s  Garde,  New  London  . . . J. 
Roger  Mahan  has  purchased  the  building 
housing  his  Carrol  in  Waterbury  for  ap- 
proximately $100,000.  Louis  N.  Shaker 
handled  the  deal. 

Manager  Jack  Sanson,  State,  Manchester, 
will  host  members  of  the  Police  Mutual  Aid 
Ass’n  when  its  annual  benefit  concert  is 
presented  at  his  house  February  11  . . . Jim 
MacNamara’s  Empire  in  New  London  re- 
opened January  21  after  a six-month  close- 
down by  State  Commissioner  Hickey.  In- 
spection regulations  have  been  met  . . . Pvt. 
Bob  O'Neil,  ex-Cameo,  Watertown,  was  re- 
cently awarded  a Purple  Heart  and  an  Oak 
Leaf  Cluster  after  being  wounded  in  Europe 
for  the  third  time,  reports  Manager  Nick 
DelRosso  . . . There  is  a managerial  open- 
ing at  the  Victory,  New  London. 

"Canteen"  Turns  in  More 
Than  3 Weeks  at  Canton 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

CANTON — “Hollywood  Canteen”  hung  up 
a new  long  run  record  for  the  Ohio  Theatre 
here  when  it  remained  for  three  weeks,  in- 
cluding an  extra  midnight  performance,  and 
opening  a day  ahead  of  schedule.  Business 
held  up  until  the  end,  according  to  I.  H. 
Solomon,  manager.  The  picture  ran  during 
the  winter’s  worst  weather. 

Majestic  Theatre  Building 
Collapses  Under  Snow 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO— The  20-year-old  Ma- 
jestic Theatre  Bldg,  here  collapsed  under  the 
weight  of  a foot  of  snow  and  ice.  Several 
drivers  for  a taxicab  company  which  had 
offices  in  the  building  escaped  without  in- 
jury by  running  into  the  street  when  they 
heard  a rumbling  noise  which  preceded  the 
collapse. 

The  house  has  not  been  in  operation  for 
some  time. 


HEADS  UA  BRANCH— Ray  Wylie  was 
named  United  Artists  branch  manager 
at  New  Haven. 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 

A new  theatre  in  Whitefield  has  been 
opened  under  the  management  of  George 
Gould,  former  35mm  portable  show  operator. 
The  modern  film  house  replaces  a theatre 
which  burned  a couple  of  years  ago  . . . 
Clem  Hawkins,  creator  of  sounds  heard  in 
many  talkies,  was  on  a recent  vaudeville 
program  at  the  Palace  in  Manchester. 

A fine  not  exceeding  $5  is  set  for  violators 
of  the  new  city  ordinance  in  Manchester 
which  prohibits  smoking  “in  any  part  of  an 
established  licensed  theatre  where  moving 
pictures  are  exhibited  or  other  forms  of  en- 
tertainment conducted.” 

Guy  Langley,  New  Hampshire  corre- 
spondent for  BOXOFFICE  entered  New  Eng- 
land Deaconess  Hospital  in  Boston  January 
25  to  undergo  a major  operation.  He  ex- 
pected to  be  hospitalized  two  weeks. 

Gladys  Mayo,  well-known  Concord  musi- 
cian, accompanied  her  husband,  Angel  Del 
Busto,  former  member  of  the  Goldman  band, 
when  he  returned  to  his  native  Puerto  Rico 
to  give  a concert  at  the  University  of  Puerto 
Rico. 

The  color  film,  “On  Our  Way,”  was  shown 
to  highlight  the  launching  of  the  United 
Unitarian  Appeal  campaign  by  the  First 
Unitarian  Society  in  Manchester. 

Daphne  Skouras#  Coat 
Returned  by  Finder 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

MINNEAPOLIS— A $4,000  mink  coat  be- 
longing to  Daphne  Skouras,  daughter  of 
Spyros  Skouras,  president  of  20th-Fox  The- 
atres, which  was  stolen  from  her  at  the 
Hotel  Nicollet  here  while  she  was  address- 
ing a meeting,  was  recovered  in  a battered 
cardboard  box  in  a realty  company’s  offices 
several  miles  from  the  hotel.  The  theft 
occurred  December  29  and  the  coat  was  not 
recovered  until  January  20. 

Police  said  the  box  had  been  in  the  office 
more  than  two  weeks  after  it  was  found 
in  a hallway.  No  one  opened  it  until  January 
20.  Then  the  president  of  the  company  de- 
cided to  investigate  the  contents.  He  im- 
mediately called  the  police. 

The  coat  had  been  exchanged  for  a cheap 
one  in  the  hotel  check  room. 


BRIDGEPORT 

TUTanager  Harry  Foster  of  the  Park  City  and 
Mrs.  Foster  celebrated  their  27th  wed- 
ding anniversary  . . . Dr.  Max  J.  Nussenfeld, 
Strand  Amusement  Co.  director,  is  out  of  the 
army  after  three  years  and  plans  to  resume 
his  dental  practice  . . . Ernest  Gracula  of 
Bridgeport,  manager  of  the  State  in  Torring- 
ton,  has  been  inducted  into  the  navy. 

Nat  “Sonny”  Greenberg,  former  manager 
of  the  Park  City,  sends  word  from  France 
that  he  has  been  promoted  to  corporal  . . . 
Manager  Don  Felix  of  the  Klein  Memorial 
saw  “Bloomer  Girl”  in  New  York  City  . . . 
WAVE  Arlene  Foster  has  been  promoted  to 
seaman  first  class  at  Whiting  Field,  Fla.  . . . 
Manager  Robert  Carney  of  the  Lyric  has 
checked  off  another  birthday. 

A new  motion  picture  theatre  is  being 
planned  for  the  Black  Rock  section  as  a 
postwar  project  . . . John  Dynch  has  recov- 
ered from  his  recent  injury  and  is  back  in 
the  projection  booth  at  the  Lyric. 

The  visit  of  Mary  Pickford  in  the  interest 
of  the  March  of  Dimes  recalled  to  Manager 
Matt  L.  Saunders  of  Loew’s  Poli  that  her 
“Tess  of  the  Storm  Country”  set  a silent  film 
attendance  record  here  that  was  never  broken 
. . . Molly  Rosenthal  was  in  New  Haven  for 
a three-day  stay  . . . The  road  company  of 
“The  Merry  Widow”  has  been  booked  into 
the  Lyric  for  the  night  of  February  5. 

Pittsburgh  Carrier  Cuts 
Delivery  Service  Again 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

PITTSBURGH — A drastic  step  has  been 
taken  here  in  the  curtailing  of  film  carrier 
service.  Exhibitors  Service  Co.,  the  over-the- 
road  agency  for  more  than  30  years,  found  it 
necessary  to  take  the  new  cut  in  order  to 
lengthen  the  life  of  trucks  and  equipments. 

Under  new  operations,  there  will  be  no 
pickup  of  films  at  the  exchanges  on  Wednes- 
day and  Sunday  nights.  On  schedule  under 
a [weekly  plan,  there  will  be  five  pickups  for 
over-the-road  service. 

There  will  be  daily  service  within  a radius 
of  40-to-45  miles  of  Pittsburgh.  Film  car- 
riers, other  than  Exhibitors  Service  Co.,  are 
not  affected  by  the  new  schedule. 

Several  years  ago  a carrier  system  was 
put  into  operation  which  saved  25  per  cent 
on  mileage.  This  worked  a hardship  on 
distributors  and  to  some  extent  on  exhibi- 
tors, but  the  plan,  which  was  originated  here 
and  copied  elsewhere  in  the  trade,  saved  25 
per  cent  in  miles,  in  gasoline,  equipment  and 
manpower. 

Now,  with  an  additional  two-sevenths  cut, 
a total  of  approximately  55  per  cent  is  being 
saved.  The  no-pickup  schedule  for  Wednes- 
day and  Sunday  will  save  that  much  addi- 
tional miles,  wear-and-tear  on  trucks,  gas 
and  manpower,  and  neither  distributor  nor 
exhibitor  will  be  better  accommodated,  but 
this  new  economy  is  another  war  emergency 
measure. 

Arthur  H.  Levy,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, has  served  as  defense  transportation 
chairman  for  the  motion  picture  industry 
here  since  before  the  ODT  was  organized. 
Distributors  met  with  Exhibitors  Service  Co. 
representatives  and  completed  the  new  film 
carriers’  rationing  schedule. 


A Start  on  Theatre 

NAUGATUCK,  CONN.— Ralph  Pasho,  man- 
ager of  the  Gem,  broke  ground  for  his  1,000- 
seat  postwar  de  luxe  theatre. 


To  Portray  Florenz  Ziegfeld 

William  Powell  is  set  to  portray  Florenz 
Ziegfeld  in  added  scenes  for  Metro’s  “Zieg- 
feld Follies.” 
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Famous  Players  Corp. 
Quarter  Century  Old 


Are  Motion  Pictures  Deteriorating? 
Piffle!,  Declares  Film  Editor 


(From  Canadian  Edition) 

TORONTO — The  steady  growth  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  over  a quarter  of  a 
century  was  officially  noted  at  a dinner  here 
January  23,  when  the  company’s  25  Year 
Club  was  inaugurated,  and  at  Vancouver 
January  30.  The  two  dinners  marked  the 
25th  anniversary  of  the  granting  of  the  in- 
corporation charter  in  1920. 

The  original  incorporators  were  five  Cana- 
dians of  varied  industrial  and  financial  in- 
terests. They  were:  The  late  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son  who  eventually  became  president  and 
managing  director;  J.  P.  Bickell  of  mining 
fame;  J.  P.  Tudhope  and  W.  J.  Sheppard, 
Wau'bashene,  Ont.,  and  W.  D.  Ross,  the  lat- 
ter eventually  becoming  lieutenant  governor 
of  Ontario. 

The  formation  of  the  company  was  the 
starting  point  for  a theatre  circuit  which 
grew  from  a handful  of  units  in  Ontario  to 
a chain  of  approximately  340  theatres 
throughout  Canada  and  in  Newfoundland. 
The  FPC  chain  now  entertains  an  average 
of  2,000,000  people  every  week  in  theatres  in 
the  largest  cities  in  the  Dominion  down  to 
the  small  hamlet.  The  scope  of  the  circuit 
is  reflected  in  the  fact  the  company  paid 
no  less  than  $10,343,158  in  taxes  alone  dur- 
ing 1943  and  it  has  an  annual  pay  roll  of 
$6,000,000. 

Aided  Many  Causes 

The  company  executives  and  employes  have 
given  unstinted  support  to  many  worthy 
causes  and  have  been  unshrinking  in  support 
of  the  war  effort.  The  honor  roll  of  Famous 
Players  now  contains  980  names  and,  of  this 
number,  40  former  employes  have  been  re- 
ported killed  in  action  or  missing,  while  ten 
others  are  prisoners  of  war. 

Early  developments  in  the  history  of  Fa- 
mous Players  included  the  acquisition  of  the 
Famous  Players-Lasky  franchise  for  Canada 
which  formerly  had  been  held  by  the  Allens. 
The  new  company  bought  all  shares  in  Para- 
mount Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  as  well  as  a 
group  of  theatres  which  were  the  foundation 
on  which  the  big  chain  developed.  These 
included  Regent  Theatres  and  Strand  The- 
atre, Toronto,  British  Columbia  Paramount 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  Vancouver,  and  the  Broad- 
way Theatre,  Vancouver. 

Eighteen  houses  were  identified  with  Para- 
mount Theatres,  Ltd.,  and  the  taking  over 
of  that  company  brought  Famous  Players 
either  ownership  or  interest  in  the  following 
units:  Regent,  Galt;  Regent,  Guelph; 

Strand,  Kingston;  Strand,  Ottawa;  Teck, 
Family,  King  George,  Garden  and  Alhambra, 
Toronto;  Savoy,  Hamilton,  and  the  Royal  at 
Port  Hope,  Ont.  The  British  Columbia  Para- 
mount Theatres  group  comprised  the  Do- 
minion, Vancouver;  Dominion,  Victoria;  Do- 
minion, Nanaimo,  and  the  Rex  at  Revelstoke. 
With  the  Regent  and  Strand  at  Toronto  and 
the  Broadway  at  Vancouver,  the  opening  cir- 
cuit comprised  18  houses. 

Thirty-seven  employes  have  been  on  the 
staff  since  the  outset  and  these  will  be  char- 
ter members  of  the  25  Year  Club.  Each  one 
received  an  appropriate  service  badge  and  the 
choice  of  a $100  victory  bond  or  an  inscribed 
gold  watch  as  a practical  memento. 

The  anniversary  has  been  marked  by  a 
special  exploitation  and  publicity  campaign 
throughout  the  dominion. 

A contest  among  the  theatre  managers 
has  been  arranged  and  scrapbooks  are  to  be 
prepared  for  submission  to  headoffice  for 
plaque  awards  to  be  presented  at  the  next 
managers’  conference,  probably  in  early 
summer. 

The  slogan  for  the  occasion  is:  “Famous 
Players— Celebrating  25  Years  of  Leadership 
in  Entertainment.” 


(From  Midwest  Edition) 

MINNEAPOLIS— Declaring  that  “by  and 
large,  motion  pictures  of  today  are  much 
better  from  every  standpoint  than  they  were 
a few  years  back,”  Jules  L.  Steele,  St.  Paul 
Pioneer  Press  film  editor,  comes  to  the  de- 
fense of  film  quality  in  his  Sunday  column. 
His  comments  were  prompted  by  a letter 
received  by  him  from  Wolfram  Hill,  promi- 
nent citizen,  who  doesn’t  think  pictures  are 
so  good  as  they  used  to  be  and  who  com- 
plains about  present  admission  prices. 

“Looking  over  your  list  of  pictures  of  the 
past  year,”  wrote  Hill,  “I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  it  is  merely  temporary  or  a thing 
to  be  expected  that  practically  all  of  the 
pictures  were  mediocre  and  that  there  is, 
compared  with  years  gone  by,  a decided 
deterioration  in  the  film  industry. 

Cites  “Western  Front,”  Others 

“Take,  for  example,  pictures  like  ‘Virginia,’ 
‘Rebecca,’  ‘Grand  Hotel,’  ‘Pygmalion,’  ‘Win- 
terset,’  ‘All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front’  and 
the  funny  ones,  ‘You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You,’  ‘I  Dood  It,’  and  ‘Henry  the  Eighth.’ 
With  the  substantial  prices  which  ought  to 
be  cut  down  by  OPA,  I think  we  are  get- 
ting very  poor  pictures  and  the  leading  ones 
of  last  year  were  just  plain  mediocre.  I 
am  sure  they  would  be  so  rated  in  Paris 
prior  to  the  war.  I would  like  to  see  you 
write  on  that  feature.” 

And  in  reply  and  in  defense  of  the  movies, 
Steele  wrote: 

“I  emphatically  disagree  with  my  corre- 
spondent. I repeat  what  I have  often  writ- 
ten, that  by  and  large,  the  movies  of  today 
are  much  better  from  every  viewpoint  than 
they  were  a few  years  back.  In  my  opinion, 
‘All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front,’  produced 
11  years  after  World  War  I and  prohibited 
from  being  shown  anywhere  in  Germany, 
was  one  of  the  reasons  why  isolationism  got 
such  a good  start  in  America  and  why  Lew 
Ayers,  who  started  in  it,  became  a con- 
scientious objector  to  military  service.  ‘I  Dood 
It,’  in  my  opinion,  was  as  silly  as  are  any 
of  the  Abbott  and  Costello  pictures  today 
and  was  a mighty  poor  example  of  a gooo 
comedy  film.  ‘The  Private  Life  of  Henry 
VIII’  appealed  only  to  a certain  class  of 
theatregoers. 

He  Lists  Best  of  Today 

“It  must  be  remembered  that  a movie  to 
entertain  the  masses  must  carry  an  appeal 
to  all  classes  and  intelligences.  I don’t  think 
there’s  a single  one  of  the  films  that  my 
correspondent  mentioned  that  can  be  com- 
pared in  general  appeal  with  ‘Going  My  Way,' 
‘Sonf  of  Bernadette,’  ‘Lassie  Come  Home,’ 
‘Lifeboat,’  ‘Gaslight’  or  ‘Madame  Curie.’  As 
for  comedy,  what  about  ‘See  Here,  Private 
Hargrove’  or  ‘Up  in  Arms;’ 

“The  fact  that  color  has  made  such  giant 
strides  during  the  past  year  has  done  much 
to  make  movies  more  enjoyable.  I have  often 
expressed  the  opinion  that  after  the  war  we 
will  see  all  features  done  in  color.  I still 
stick  to  that  opinion. 

“In  evaluating  the  movies,  the  reviewers 
and  the  public  are  not  alone  in  recognizing 
the  distinction  between  outstanding  and 
average  films.  Hollywood  judges  its  own 
product  by  severe  standards.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  picture  industry  can  take  pride 
in  unmistakable  signs  of  progress.  Not  only 
are  the  critical  standards  today  much  higher 
than  ten  years  ago,  but  each  succeeding 
year  brings  out  a larger  number  of  films 
about  whose  excellence  there  is  general 
agreement. 

“Still  there  is  an  old  saying  to  the  effect 


that  one  man’s  meat  is  another  man’s  poison. 
This  holds  good  as  regards  motion  pictures. 
Movies  deteriorating?  Piffle!” 

Australia  Producer  Has 
Best  Year  Since  1929 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA— The  annual  re- 
port of  the  directors  of  J.  C.  Williamson,  Ltd., 
Sydney  theatrical  producers,  just  released, 
shows  the  year  ended  June  30,  1944,  was  the 
best  enjoyed  by  the  firm  since  the  advent 
of  the  talking  picture  in  1929. 

Net  revenue  was  up  from  52,555  pounds 
sterling  to  59,435  pounds  in  the  previous 
year,  and  net  profits,  at  31,256  pounds,  were 
2,851  pounds  higher.  In  addition  to  the  prof- 
its from  trading  4,022  pounds  accrued  as  the 
year’s  proportion  of  capital  profit  made  on 
the  sale  of  the  company’s  Theatre  Royal, 
Melbourne,  several  years  ago,  according  to 
the  report. 

Dividends  were  restricted  to  six  per  cent 
on  preference  shares,  requiring  10,200  pounds 
and  2V2  per  cent  on  ordinary  capital,  absorb- 
ing 9,375  pounds. 

Western  Massachusetts 
Workers  Buy  a Bomber 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.— During  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  drive  the  quota  set  for  Western 
Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  was  $250,000. 
Employes  not  only  reached  the  quota  a week 
before  the  time  limit,  January  9,  but  went 
$94,031  over  the  mark.  In  recognition  of 
their  feat  a bomber  has  gone  into  action 
carrying  a plaque  which  names  it  “The 
Wesmaster.” 


Picks  Up  Options  on  Turhan  and  Ella 

Universal  has  picked  up  its  options  on  Tur- 
han Bey  and  Ella  Raines. 


GOVERNOR  APPROVES— Gov.  Mau- 
rice J.  Tobin  of  Massachusetts  writes  a 
letter  of  congratulation  to  Jack  L.  War- 
ner, vice-president  of  Warners,  for 
“again  combining  good  citizenship  with 
good  picture  making,”  after  viewing 
“Hollywood  Canteen.”  Looking  on  are 
George  W.  Horan,  Warners  branch  man- 
ager in  Boston,  and  Max  Nayor,  newly- 
appointed  manager  of  the  Metropolian 
Theatre. 
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="  short  and  direct 
CLEARING  HOUSE 

CLASSIFIED  ADS  GETS  RESULTS! 


(SEE  INSIDE  BACK  COVER) 


fit 


Cancel  Our  Ad 

. . will  be  unable  to 
handle  all  inquiries 
at  the  rate  we  are 
receiving  them  now.” 


This  advertiser  planned  to  use 
classified  advertising  in  BOXOFFICE 
Clearing  House  throughout  the  sea- 
son. However,  after  one  insertion  he 
sent  in  a letter  cancelling  the  ad.  It 
read: 

POPCORN  — OF  QUALITY.  Can 
guarantee  your  year's  supply.  VAL- 
ENTINE TIDSWELL  & SONS,  Green- 
ville, Ohio. 


Sell  Used  Equipment 
Buy  Equipment  and  Parts 
Locate  Needed  Help 
Find  a Better  Position 
Lease  Your  Theatre 
Buy  a Theatre 
Sell  Confections 
Secure  Needed  Service 
Find  Better  Supplies 

- in  - 


TmIml  Mvlum  Tuzlunc,  ^nludnij 


Only  10c  a Word  — 4 Insertions  lor  the  price  of  3 
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LEATHERNECK  THEATRE — Here  is  shown  the  new  post  theatre  at  Camp 
Lejeune,  N.  C.  It  has  a seating  capacity  of  2,000  and  is  one  of  the  few  of  the 
round  dozen  in  the  area  that  has  living  quarters  for  its  personnel.  The  average 
weekly  attendance  at  Camp  Lejeune  is  more  than  76,000. 


Weekly  Attendance 
At  Lejeune  76,000 

CAMP  LEJEUNE,  N.  C. — America  has  long 
been  known  as  a nation  of  theatregoers,  and 
here  at  this  huge  marine  corps  base,  amidst 
the  everyday  rapid  moving  pace  of  military 
events,  Uncle  Sam’s  leathernecks  and  women 
marines  take  time  out  to  prove  that  this 
holds  true  in  military  life  as  well  as  in  civilian 
life. 

With  12  theatres  located  throughout  the 
different  areas  here  at  Camp  Lejeune,  more 
than  10,000  motion  picture  fans  relax  and 
enjoy  pictures  each  night  in  the  week. 
Further  proof  that  this  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most amusements  is  verified  by  the  fact  that 
the  total  average  attendance  for  the  week 
is  more  than  76,000  and  the  all-time  high 
is  85,717. 

“Kismet”  Draw  Highest 

The  ( picture  drawing  the  largest  attend- 
ance was  “Kismet,”  which  was  witnessed  by 
15,786  fans  during  its  one-night  showing 
at  each  of  the  12  theatres.  Other  pictures 
drawing  the  largest  audiences,  with  total  at- 
tendances, were:  “Arsenic  and  Old  Lace,” 
(14,865);  “Dragon  Seed”  (14,645),  and  “Prin- 
cess and  the  Pirate”  (14,018). 

The  huge  Area  Two  camp  theatre,  which 
seats  1,985,  has  an  average  attendance  of 
more  than  20,000  each  week. 

All  pictures  are  “first  runs”  and  are  booked 
under  the  optional  naval  district  motion 
picture  plan  which  guarantees  the  release 
of  pictures  prior  to  national  release.  This 
means  that  motion  pictures  shown  here  may 
be  seen  anytime  between  two  weeks  and  a 
month  before  seen  in  motion  picture  theatres 
throughout  the  nation. 

The  pictures  are  booked  about  two  weeks 
in  advance  through  the  distribution  branch 
offices  in  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Are  Admitted  Free 

All  theatregoers  are  admitted  free  and  a 
different  picture  is  shown  at  every  theatre 
each  night. 

Capt.  E.  G.  Hill,  assistant  camp  recrea- 
tional officer,  is  in  charge  of  the  entire  Camp 
Lejeune  motion  picture  setup.  He  is  a vet- 
eran in  the  theatre  business,  having  been 
the  manager  of  three  theatres  in  Kinston, 
N.  C.,  for  15  years  prior  to  enlisting  in  the 
marine  corps. 

Under  his  direction  are  28  motion  picture 
machine  operators  and  four  house  managers. 
Fifteen  of  the  operators  are  members  of  the 
marine  corps  women’s  reserve.  All  operators 
received  an  eight-week  training  course  at  the 
sound  motion  picture  technician  school  in 
Brooklyn  before  being  assigned  to  duty  here. 

Others  assisting  in  the  successful  opera- 
tion of  the  motion  picture  program  here  are 
H.  D.  Hearne,  booking  agent  representative; 
R.  W.  Ramsey,  sound  engineer,  and  Cpl.  Sam 
Norman,  sound  technician. 

Captain  Hill  also  has  the  supervision  of 
the  USO  shows,  commercial  vaudeville  units, 
amateur  shows  and  leading  orchestras  that 
appear  at  the  various  theatres  on  the  base. 

One  USO  unit  performs  at  Camp  Lejeune 
each  month  and  every  two  weeks  a USO 
tabloid  troupe,  consisting  of  five  people,  per- 
forms at  the  base. 


H.  E.  Wiggins  Quits  Ellis 

DURHAM,  N.  C.— H.  E.  Wiggins,  manager 
of  the  Ellis  Theatre  here,  resigned  January 
11  to  reorganize  his  indoor  circus.  After  a 
visit  to  a sister  in  Winston-Salem,  he  in- 
tended to  begin  booking  acts  in  New  York 
and  Chicago. 


Singing  Part  in  "Early  to  Wed" 

Carlos  Ramirez  has  been  signed  for  a 
singing  part  in  Metro’s  “Early  to  Wed.” 


Dallas  Rialto  to  Seconds 
To  Aid  a Film  Shortage 

DALLAS — Interstate  circuit  will  experi- 
ment with  a second  run  policy  with  some 
of  the  better  pictures  at  the  Rialto  on  Elm 
St.  This  theatre  has  been  running  firsts 
exclusively  for  several  years.  The  change  is 
an  attempt  to  relieve  the  shortage  of  good 
first  run  pictures,  a circuit  spokesman  said. 
Selected  features  will  be  brought  back  to 
the  Rialto  60  days  after  first  run.  Other 
runs  over  the  city  will  not  be  affected. 

Most  of  Texas  Free 
From  the  Dimout 

DALLAS — Only  18  eastern  Texas  counties 
felt  the  brownout  of  lighted  outdoor  adver- 
tising displays  when  it  went  into  effect  Feb- 
ruary 1 on  WPB  orders.  All  other  parts  of 
the  state  were  exempted  from  the  order, 
which  limited  theatre  fronts  to  60  watts 
among  other  things. 

Affected  were  these  counties:  Bowie,  Cass, 
Marion,  Harrison,  Panola,  Shelby,  Rusk, 
Smith,  Gregg,  Upsher,  Camp,  Morris,  Red 
River,  Titus,  Franklin,  Hopkins,  Wood  and 
Van  Zandt,  all  of  which  are  served  by  the 
Southwest  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  of  Shreve- 
port, La.  Other  counties  in  northern  Louisi- 
ana and  southern  Arkansas  served  by  the 
Shreveport  company,  which  consumes  gas, 
are  similarly  affected.  A petition  by  the 
company  to  WPB  seeking  exemption  from 
the  order,  was  denied. 

Theatres  in  Oklahoma  City  darkened  their 
fronts.  The  Oklahoma  Gas  & Electric  Co. 
was  denied  its  appeal  to  WPB.  This  com- 
pany uses  oil  for  its  power. 


Opens  His  New  Theatre; 
Draft  Board  Calls 

Talbotton,  Ga. — The  new  Talbot  The- 
atre was  opened  last  week  by  T.  F.  Allen 
jr.,  who  built  it,  and  a few  days  later  he 
was  advised  by  the  draft  board  he  would 
be  called  to  the  service  immediately. 
Allen  said  his  father  would  operate  the 
theatre  until  his  return. 

The  theatre  has  a seating  capacity  of 
400. 


Extending  Drive 
To  City  Traffic 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— In  an  effort  to  sur- 
pass last  year’s  record  collections  for  the 
infantile  paralysis  fund,  the  March  of  Dimes 
exhibitor  committee  here,  including  C.  B. 
Akers,  Ed  Kidwell  and  Robert  Busch,  has 
extended  the  drive  beyond  the  local  show- 
cases. 

By  using  a sound  truck  and  screen  to 
project  the  Greer  Garson  appeal  trailer  every 
six  minutes  to  heavy  main-street  traffic  and 
then  passing  the  hat,  the  stunt  promises  to 
bring  in  as  much  as  one  major  theatre. 

All  large  restaurants  also  have  collection 
boxes  and  appeals  are  being  made  at  all 
sizable  gatherings  during  the  current  drive. 

Additionally  two  pay-as-you-please  pre- 
views with  all  proceeds  going  to  the  March 
of  Dimes  have  been  successful  here. 


Rowites  Respond  to  the  Dimes  Call. 
Donating  More  Than  Last  Year 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Collections  for  the  in- 
fantile paralysis  campaign  brought  in  100 
per  cent  response  from  local  Rowites,  accord- 
ing to  “Buck”  Weaver,  March  of  Dimes  chair- 
man for  the  exchanges.  The  approximate 
$600  from  that  source  is  35  per  cent  greater 
than  received  similarly  last  year. 

Reports  from  Oklahoma  City  theatres  un- 
der the  leadership  of  C.  B.  Akers,  Ed  Kid- 
well  and  Robert  Busch  are  still  incomplete, 
however  the  collections  taken  up  during  the 
week  by  cadet  nurses  on  the  main  street  in  a 
March  of  Dimes  stunt  rivaled  donations  at 
several  of  the  larger  theatres. 

More  Than  800  Texas  Theatres 
Collect  Dimes  in  Campaign 

DALLAS— More  than  800  Texas  theatres, 
double  the  number  last  year,  were  pledged 
for  March  of  Dimes  collections  January  25- 
31.  In  the  first  five  days  collections  in  all 
theatres  of  the  Interstate  circuit  here  to- 
taled $18,398. 

At  the  Village  Theatre  Friday  afternoon 
(26)  the  writer  saw  eight  small  boys,  who 
were  making  quite  a bit  of  noise,  reach  down 
in  their  pockets  and  to  a boy  dropped  coins 
into  the  box  as  it  passed  by. 


New  Reizi  Theatre 

REIZI,  MISS. — A new  theatre  has  been 
opened  here  under  the  name  of  Reizi.  It  is 
owned  and  operated  by  F.  E.  Elder. 
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VIEW  TECHNICAL  ADVANCES — This  group  of  district  managers,  engineers 
and  technicians  are  pictured  viewing  and  conferring  on  technical  advances  of 
electronic  apparatus  associated  with  the  film  industry  at  the  Hollywood  Altec 
laboratory. 

Shown  on  the  front  row,  left  to  right,  are:  G.  E.  Wiltse  and  C.  J.  Zern,  both 
of  Dallas;  H.  B.  Moog,  Atlanta,  and  H.  M.  Bessey,  vice-president  of  Altec. 

At  the  console  panel  on  the  rear  row  are  J.  K.  Hilliard,  chief  engineer  of  Altec, 
and  J.  B.  Lansing,  vice-president  of  that  company. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Take  Watkins.  National  Theatre  Supply  man- 
* ager,  is  back  from  a business  trip  to  Dallas. 

Frances  Bloom  of  National  Theatre  related 
experiences  while  on  vacation  in  south  Flor- 
ida. At  the  Orange  Bowl  game  on  New  Year’s 
Day  her  brother  took  an  active  part  in  Tulsa’s 
victory  over  Georgia  Tech. 

George  Darough,  motion  picture  service 
booker  for  Dallas  and  Oklahoma  reports 
soon  for  his  induction  into  the  army. 


Wynneword:  A.  W.  Phillips,  Grandfield; 
Lieut.  Paul  Beckhelm,  Norman;  Virby  Con- 
ley, Perryton;  Roy  Eakins,  Helena;  V.  A.  Wil- 
kenson,  Comanche;  Mrs.  Bess  Wilkie,  Har- 
rah;  Elmo  Rankin,  Custer  City;  T.  N.  Child- 
ress, Covington;  Mrs.  Henry  Simpson,  Rush 
Springs;  Mrs.  Laura  Mullins,  Fletcher;  Wes- 
ley Hodges,  Anadarko;  Frank  Nordeen,  Maud; 
John  Gray,  Chickasha;  J.  C.  Smock,  Hinton; 
H.  S.  McMurray,  Dumas;  A.  J.  Sigmund,  Lex- 
ington; C.  A.  Rose,  Maysville  and  C.  L. 
Lance,  Skellytown,  Tex. 


Mrs.  Adams,  exhibitor  living  in  Sulphur, 
spent  several  days  as  the  guest  of  Marie  Lutz 
of  Theatre  Poster  Service. 

Dick  Dyer  of  Independent  Posters  is  still 
getting  orders  from  over  the  country  for  ad- 
vertising on  “Trail  of  the  Lonesome  Pine,” 
“Star  Dust,”  "Rains  Came”  and  “Under  Two 
Flags.” 

Earl  Rains  of  Fort  Cobb  has  purchased  the 
Wolf  Theatre  at  Lone  Wolf  and  plans  to  in- 
stall new  equipment  and  remodel  and  open 
this  theatre  that  has  been  closed  several 
years. 

Ed  Gardiner,  Metro  exploiteer,  is  back  in 
the  Oklahoma  territory  after  spending  sev- 
eral days  in  the  Texas  territory. 

Ben  Y.  Camack,  RKO  district  manager, 
was  in  on  a routine  business  trip. 

“Buck”  Weaver,  Paramount’s  branch  man- 
ager, and  Salesmen  Sam  Brunk,  Tom  Mc- 
Keen,  H.  J.  Buchannan,  and  Bruce  Williams 
are  all  attending  the  Dallas  meeting  at  which 
Charlie  Reagan  and  J.  J.  O’Donohue  both  of 
New  York,  presided. 

Exhibitors  on  the  Row  were:  Jack  Crooks, 
Norman;  Paul  Gay,  Shawnee;  Lee  Guthrie. 
Wheeler;  Roy  Rollier,  Lamont;  Frank  Deal, 
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Reggie  Pappas  of  Paramount,  has  returned 
from  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  where  she  bid  bon 
voyage  to  her  soldier  boy-friend. 

Dewey  Gibbs,  Columbia  branch  manager, 
is  back  from  New  York  where  he  attended 
the  premiere  of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at 
the  Music  Hall. 

Harry  Waldron  is  fast  becoming  the  opera- 
tor of  a chain  of  Oklahoma  theatres,  his  lat- 
est purchase  being  the  Rex  at  Sentinel  and 
this  adds  to  his  holdings  in  Lindsay,  Cordell 
and  Blanchard. 

Gloria  Jackson,  head  shipper  in  the  NSS 
specialty  department,  is  leaving  to  join  her 
husband.  Cpl.  Ervin  Jackson,  now  stationed 
in  Alexandria,  Va. 

T.  N.  Childress  has  purchased  the  theatre 
in  Covington  and  changed  its  name  to  Covey. 

Paul  Gay,  operator  and  booker  of  pictures 
for  the  naval  air  station  in  Shawnee  the  last 
year,  has  been  transferred  to  Hutchinson, 
Kas. 

Lennie  Sitzberger  is  the  new  booker  for  the 
station  in  Shawnee,  and  Bill  Stanley  is  the 
projectionist. 

Dee  Fuller,  former  theatre  manager  for 
Standard  Theatres  here  and  now  a sergeant, 
stationed  in  France,  writes  that  he  attended 
the'  showing  of  a French  film  version  of 
“Captain  Blood”  and  due  to  a buzz-bomb 
barrage  it  took  four  and  one-half  hours  to 
see  the  two  and  one-half  hour  show  due  to 
the  extra  time  required  to  go  and  come  from 
air  raid  shelters. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th  FI.,  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.r  INC*  Dallas.  Tex. 


Long  Illness  Claims 
Grover  Campbell 

DALLAS — Grover  S.  Campbell,  resident  of 
Denton,  Tex.,  and  one  of  the  earlier  exhibi- 
tors and  circuit  executives  of  the  state,  died 
in  Mexico  City  according  to  newspaper  dis- 
patches received  here  last  week.  He  had 
gone  to  the  Mexican  capital  three  weeks  ago 
for  treatment. 

Campbell  was  born  in  Dallas  and  moved  tc 
Denton  in  1896  during  early  childhood.  He 
attended  a polytechnic  school  in  Peoria,  111., 
returned  home  and  entered  the  jewelry  busi- 
ness. He  established  one  of  the  early  picture 
shows  in  Denton  and  operated  as  many  as 
three  houses  there  for  years. 

One  of  the  first  independent  exhibitors  to 
become  a part  of  and  partner  in  circuit 
operation,  Campbell  cast  his  lot  with  the 
flourishing  Dent  circuit  and  became  a dis- 
trict manager.  Dent  sold  to  Paramount  and 
retired.  The  late  W.  E.  Paschall  was  in 
charge  until  he  died.  Then  the  Dent  houses 
were  taken  over  by  Texas  Consolidated  Thea- 
tres, Interstate  circuit  subsidiary.  Later 
Campbell  developed  a large  dairy  products 
business  which  he  sold  four  years  ago.  He 
was  a partner  in  a construction  firm  until 
his  death. 

Survivors  are  his  wife;  two  sons,  Frank 
and  Gene;  his  mother  and  two  brothers,  all 
of  Denton.  He  was  widely  known  among  film 
men  generally  and  among  exhibitors  over  the 
state. 

Memphis  WAC  Tackles  Big 
Job  in  Dimes  Drive 

MEMPHIS — The  Memphis  motion  picture 
industry  tackled  one  of  its  biggest  jobs  last 
week,  that  of  raising  more  than  half  of  the 
city’s  entire  quota  for  the  fight  on  infantile 
paralysis. 

Passing  of  collection  plates  through  the 
audiences  was  ordered  at  every  show  after 
each  program  was  completed.  This  was  car- 
ried on  for  a full  week. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Graves,  health  department  su- 
perintendent, started  the  campaign  with  a 
public  address  from  the  stage  of  the  Palace 
Theatre.  He  spoke  following  the  showing 
of  an  appeal  trailer,  “The  Miracle  of 
Hickory.” 

Several  meetings  of  all  theatre  men  and 
Filmrow  executives  were  held  in  advance  of 
the  campaign  under  the  direction  of  Tom 
Young,  chairman  of  the  WAC. 

Dallas  Exchange  Heads 
Go  Over  Cross  Drive  Plans 

DALLAS — An  informal  meeting  of  ex- 
change managers  was  held  in  the  Adolphus 
Hotel  Monday  noon  to  discuss  preparations 
for  the  Red  Cross  drive  March  15-21.  Ed- 
ward Schnitzer,  assistant  to  Gradwell  Sears, 
national  WAC  distributor  chairman,  was 
present.  Cecil  House,  newly  appointed  state 
distributor  chairman,  made  the  principal 
talk  and  passed  out  supplies  of  pledge  blanks, 
which  are  to  be  given  to  salesmen  who  will 
solicit  support  of  all  Texas  exhibitors. 

House  is  20th-Fox  manager  here.  J.  B. 
Underwood,  Columbia  division  manager,  is 
the  retiring  state  distributor  chairman. 


Greek  Girls  as  Ushers 

MEMPHIS — Mrs.  Martha  Angier,  sponsor, 
announces  that  Memphis  Greek  girls  will 
serve  as  ushers  at  Ellis  Auditorium  February 
7 when  Nicola  Moscona,  Greek  bom  basso  of 
the  Metropolitan  Opera  Co.,  appears  in  a con- 
cert. Mascona  escaped  from  Poland  just 
ahead  of  the  Nazi  invasion  and  came  to 
America. 
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Roberts  Veteran  of  25 
Years  in  Film  Trade 

DALLAS — News  from  New  York  that  Doak 
Roberts  had  been  promoted  to  southwestern 
district  manager  for  Warners  was  received 
here  with  a welcome  in  all  theatre  circles. 
He  will  have  charge  of  the  Memphis,  Okla- 
homa City  and  Dallas  territories  with  head- 
quarters here.  J.  W.  Loewe,  Oklahoma  City 


manager,  has  arrived  here  on  a transfer 
and  promotion  to  succeed  Roberts  as  mana- 
ger of  the  Dallas  exchange. 

Roberts  has  been  in  the  film  business  25 
years.  He  is  a son  of  the  late  J.  Doak  Rob- 
erts, owner  of  the  Dallas  baseball  franchise 
and  president  of  the  Texas  League  for  many 
years.  One  of  young  Doak’s  first  jobs  was 
that  of  booker  for  Texas  Exhibitors  circuit 
which  was  started  about  1920  by  the  late 
E.  T.  Peter.  Doak  then  got  into  film  sell- 
ing and  made  rapid  strides.  He  sold  for 
United  Artists  when  “Uncle  Joe”  Luckett  got 
all  that  top  money  for  those  earlier  pictures 
Doak  became  manager  for  UA  and  went  with 
First  National  and  to  Warners  during  suc- 
ceeding years.  He  is  a champion  marksman, 
and  is  a member  of  various  sporting  clubs 
and  of  Variety. 


GIs  Keep  Posted  on  Home 
Front  Through  BOXOFFICE 

BOXOFFICE  recently  received  a V-Mail 
letter  from  Cpl.  Leo  W.  Shuppert,  former 
Oklahoma  theatre  man,  which  tells  volumes 
in  a few  terse  sentences  about  the  life  of 
our  GIs  overseas. 

For  instance  Corporal  Shuppert  writes  that 
“we  have  managed  to  keep  up  with  a lot  in 
the  theatre  business  through  BOXOFFICE 
and,  too,  we’ve  managed  to  get  our  weekly 
paper  out  with  a jam  up  movie  column  by 
using  the  reviews. 

“Since  I first  wrote  you  I am  now  in  Italy, 
the  land  of  mud,  rain  and  filth,”  Shuppert 
wrote.  “I  am  hoping  to  move  back  to  the 
States  soon  but  unless  something  happens 
I’m  afraid  it  will  be  delayed  until  at  least 
next  summer  because  it’s  still  tough  going 
over  here.” 

South  San  Theatre  Now 
Owned  by  Doc  Richter 

SAN  ANTONIO — L.  O.  “Doc”  Richter,  oper- 
ator of  drive-in  theatres  in  Corpus  Christi 
and  Harlingen,  took  over  the  operation  of  the 
South  San  Theatre  in  South  San  Antonio 
last  month. 


Atlanta  Variety  Club 
Hits  Charities  High 

ATLANTA — In  the  brief  span  of  three 
years  the  small  group  of  generous  show  peo- 
ple who  make  up  the  Atlanta  Variety  Club 
have  poured  more  than  $80,000  into  a num- 
ber of  charities.  R.  B.  Wilby,  treasurer  of 
the  club,  revealed  in  issuing  his  annual  re- 
port. Among  the  various  organizations 
which  benefit  from  the  club’s  great  heart  is 
Felton  Williams’  fresh  air  camp  at  Moun- 
tain View,  which  provides  a summer  camp 
for  hundreds  of  underprivileged  girls.  Geor- 
gia Baptist  Hospital  received  a great  por- 
tion of  the  money  for  the  medical  care  of 
scores  of  other  poor  kids,  Wilby  said. 

The  club  recreation  center  on  Bankhead 
Ave.,  which  takes  hundreds  of  children  off 
the  streets,  is  the  main  benefactor  but  there 
are  many  other  miscellaneous  charities 
maintained  by  the  club.  Piedmont  Hos- 
pital, Emory  Hospital  and  even  Warm  Springs 
care  for  many  children  through  funds  sup- 
plied by  the  Variety  organization. 

No  welfare  officer  or  administrators  are 
paid  for  their  work  and  100  per  cent  of  the 
club’s  donations  go  to  charity  according  to 
Jack  Dumestre,  chief  barker,  who  said  that 
in  years  to  come  the  club  may  “take  on  a 
really  ambitious  program,  in  which  outside 
help  might  be  asked  but  until  that  time  I 
think  the  Variety  Club  can  take  a bow  for 
a great  service  rendered  singlehandedly.” 

Showmen  of  Three  States 
Called  by  Red  Cross 

MEMPHIS — Motion  picture  exhibitors  from 
all  over  the  midsouth  will  attend  a luncheon 
here  February  22  to  be  addressed  by  two  of 
the  leaders  of  the  motion  picture  industry 
in  the  interest  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Tom  J.  Connors,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  20th-Fox,  and  R.  J.  O’Don- 
nell, general  manager  of  the  Interstate  cir- 
cuit at  Dallas,  will  be  the  speakers. 

Invitations  have  gone  out  to  the  hundreds 
of  exhibitors  in  Tennessee,  Arkansas  and 
Mississippi  and  from  the  early  replies  a large 
attendance  is  indicated. 

Connors,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  motion 
picture  industry’s  part  in  the  present  March 
of  Dimes  campaign,  has  been  asked  to  take 
over  the  same  job  for  the  Red  Cross. 

The  luncheon  meeting  in  Memphis  is  be- 
ing arranged  by  Tom  W.  Young,  chairman 
of  the  WAC  for  the  midsouth  territory. 
Young  is  branch  manager  for  20th-Fox  in 
Memphis. 

Officer  Says  Films  Are 
Best  Morale  Tonic 

DALLAS — Motion  pictures  and  baseball  are 
the  best  morale  builders  for  soldiers  in  the 
Burma  war  area,  said  Maj.  George  Hass,  who 
is  on  leave  spending  a few  days  at  his  home 
here.  He  said  he  has  seen  soldiers  stand  in 
the  rain  for  hours  in  water  over  shoetops 
to  see  a picture  regardless  of  its  age. 

Pictures  were  shown  to  troops  in  some 
cases  within  a few  hours  after  they  had  cap- 
tured air  fields,  and  equipment  could  be 
flown  in  to  show  them.  Major  Hass  ar- 
ranged schedules  for  the  Paulette  Goddard 
show  when  she  visited  that  part  of  the 
South  Pacific  front. 
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glue  of  the  navy  was  in  evidence  last  week 
on  the  Row  when  two  eastern  Texas  pro- 
jectionists who  worked  for  W.  W.  McNatt  at 
Naples  and  Hughes  Springs  Were  making 
the  pounds.  They  were  Seaman  Jackie  Falls, 
who  operated  machines  at  the  Inez  at 
Naples,  and  Howard  Crump,  who  acted  both 
as  projectionist  and  manager  at  the  Village 
in  Hughes  Springs.  Falls  has  been  in  the 
service  three  years  and  was  in  Africa,  Sicily 
and  Italy.  Crump  was  not  wearing  foreign 
service  stripes.  For  the  duration  Mrs.  Crump 
is  managing  the  Village  for  the  duration. 
She  renewed  her  BOXOFFICE  subscription. 

H.  S.  Usry,  his  wife  and  daughter  Mar- 
garet were  in  on  a regular  trade  trip.  He 
booked  while  the  other  two  attended  a 
trade  screening  of  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brook- 
lyn” at  20th-Fox  . . . J.  B.  Underwood,  Co- 
lumbia division  manager,  returned  from  New 
York  after  an  absence  of  about  ten  days. 
Selling  plans  for  “A  Song  to  Remember” 
and  next  season’s  product  were  discussed 
at  the  home  office.  Travel  is  very  rough, 
Underwood  said.  He  missed  his  connections 
in  St.  Louis  which  delayed  his  arrival  home 
by  a day. 

C.  O.  Donaldson,  enterprising  projectionist 
who  bought  the  Dunlap  Theatre  in  Grand- 
view several  months  ago,  has  changed  the 
house  name  to  Nuplay.  He  was  on  the  Row 
Tuesday  booking.  The  Nuplay  is  doing  good 
business  with  C.  O.  operating  the  machines 
and  “doing  all  other  handy  work.”  His  wife 
looks  after  everything  downstairs.  One  girl 
ticket  seller  is  employed. 

Lieut.  George  Bass  and  his  bride,  the  for- 
mer Eloise  McNatt  of  the  W.  W.  McNatt 
family,  have  been  at  her  home  in  Naples, 
Tex.,  during  his  leave  consequent  to  a trans- 
fer from  El  Paso  to  the  west  coast.  Eloise 
will  accompany  Bass  to  his  new  post  but 
may  return  later  to  Naples,  where  before 
her  marriage  she  handled  the  accounts  and 
finances  of  the  McNatt  theatres  . . . Still 
talking  about  the  McNatt  family  in  war: 
Herman  Young,  a son-in-law  and  a former 
McNatt  theatre  manager,  has  been  home 
on  leave  from  training  in  California  as  an 


air  pilot.  He  was  on  the  Row  last  week 
with  other  members  of  the  family.  He  was 
to  receive  his  wings  in  a few  weeks. 

John  Franconi,  Texas  franchise  holder  for 
the  Film  Classics,  returned  from  St.  Louis 
where  he  attended  a meeting  of  franchise 
holders  from  all  over  the  country  . . . Sid 
Smith,  owner  and  operator  of  the  Limestone 
Theatre  in  Groesbeck,  was  a two-day  visitor 
on  the  Row  booking.  He  also  was  able  to 
buy  a supply  of  popcorn  and  a bale  of  bags 
to  sack  it  in. 

Donald  Dixon  of  the  Haskell  Theatre, 
Charles  E.  Darden,  Louis  Charninsky,  Elm 
Street  manager,  and  R.  I.  Payne,  vice-presi- 
dent of  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres,  have  been 
named  on  a committee  of  four  assigned  to 
solicit  funds  from  the  industry  for  South- 
ern Methodist  University  in  its  current  drive. 
The  kickoff  luncheon  was  attended  by  hun- 
dreds of  business  leaders  at  which  the  com- 
mittee was  present  . . . J.  H.  “Cy”  Dillon, 
manager  at  Charlotte  for  Republic,  passed 
through  on  his  way  to  the  west  coast  on  a 
vacation.  He  stopped  a few  hours  here  with 
N.  J.  Colquhoun,  district  manager. 

Harry  Sachs,  key  city  booker  Interstate, 
returned  from  a visit  to  Albuquerque  and 
Denver  via  San  Antonio.  He  attended  the 
opening  of  the  circuit’s  newest  suburban 
theatre,  the  Laurel,  at  San  Antonio.  While 
there  he  conferred  with  Clasa  Mohme  execu- 
tives concerning  Latin-American  product 
for  use  in  a number  of  Mexican  houses 
Interstate  operates  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley. 

Friends  here  heard  that  the  wife  of  H.  R. 
Beirsdon  has  been  under  treatment  in  a 
Pittsburgh  hospital.  Beirsdon  is  branch  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox  in  Pittsburgh.  He  formerly 
held  the  same  position  here  and  is  well  known 
among  Texas  showmen  . . . F.  J.  A.  McCarthy, 
southern  and  Canadian  sales  manager  for 
Universal,  was  here  on  a periodical  visit  to 
the  local  exchange  and  Manager  E.  S.  Ol- 
smith. 

H.  Ford  Taylor  of  the  Ritz  at  Ballinger 
now  has  his  theatre  in  Big  Lake  on  the  block. 
The  house  was  operated  for  years  as  the 


Texas  and  for  the  past  several  years  as  the 
Reagan.  Ford  bought  the  building  and  its 
equipment  about  two  years  ago  . . . John 
Jenkins  of  Astor  Pictures  made  a business 
trip  to  the  central  and  southeast  parts  of 
the  state.  He  will  return  to  Dallas  next  week. 

Truman  Hendrix,  Paramount  salesman  who 
was  called  up  for  induction,  was  rejected.  He 
came  to  Paramount  when  Frank  Rule  was 
called  by  the  army.  Now  Rule  is  back  and  on 
the  job  and  Hendrix’s  rejection  eases  the 
manpower  shortage. 

"Climax"  Plus  Danle 
Pulls  the  Crowds 

DALLAS — Grosses  continued  well  above 
average  although  the  week  was  slightly  be- 
low previous  highs.  The  weather  was  clear, 
cloudy  and  rainy  in  the  seven  days’  period. 
Dante,  the  magician,  on  the  Majestic  stage 
attracted  the  biggest  crowds. 

(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — The  Old  Texas  Trail  (Univ);  Mutiny 

in  the  Big  House  (Mono),  reissue,  split  with 

The  Whispering  Skull  (PRC);  Murder  in  the 


Blue  Room  (Univ)  1 25 

Majestic — The  Climax  (Univ),  plus  Dante,  the 

magician,  on  stage  150 

Melba — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk. 125 

Palace — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M)  135 

Rialto — Eadie  Was  a Lady  (Col),  split  with 

Destiny  (Univ)  120 

Tower — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 1 125 


Wakely- White  Team 
Stars  in  Texas  Tour 

DALLAS— Jimmy  Wakely  and  Lee  “Lasses” 
White  have  established  themselves  as  full- 
fledged  western  stars  judging  from  the 
crowds  they  drew  at  their  four-day  appear- 
ance in  the  Capitol  on  Elm  Street  here. 
Throngs  jammed  the  house  to  see  the  Mono- 
gram western  team  and  held  them  for  en- 
cores of  20  to  30  minutes  at  each  of  their 
five  appearances  daily.  Their  latest  picture 
was  part  of  the  program. 

Wakely  has  had  parts  in  34  pictures  and 
his  home  is  in  Rosedale,  Okla.  White,  a 
former  minstrel  man,  has  been  active  in 
Hollywood  only  the  last  two  years  since  PhU 
Isley,  Texas  circuit  operator,  saw  possibilities 
in  White  and  Wakely  as  a team  when  he 
used  them  for  the  first  Stars  Over  Texas  war 
bond  tours.  Isley  was  chairman  of  the  tours. 
As  a result  Wakely  and  White  received  seven- 
year  contracts  with  Monogram,  in  apprecia- 
tion of  which  they  are  donating  ten  per  cent 
of  their  salaries  to  the  Variety  Club’s  boys 
ranch  at  Copperas  Cove. 

On  a recent  trip  to  the  coast  Isley  arranged 
for  the  present  personal  appearance  tour  in 
theatres.  Wakely  and  White  appeared  in 
the  Bobby  Walker  Theatre  January  5,  the 
Plaza  in  Brown  wood  January  6-7,  the  Sadler 
at  Killeen,  8;  the  Temple  in  Temple,  9; 
Brazoa,  Mineral  Wells,  10  and  11;  Capitol, 
Dallas,  12-15;  Ritz,  Austin,  16-18;  the  Strand 
in  Waco,  19-20,  and  will  be  at  the  Superba 
in  Denison,  21-22,  with  a list  of  other  spots 
expected  to  follow.  Business  so  far  has  been 
heavy,  definitely  establishing  Wakely  and 
his  partner  as  western  stars  in  Texas. 

At  the  Capitol  here  the  fire  department 
kept  a man  in  uniform  on  duty  constantly, 
helping  to  keep  crowds  from  jamming  the 
entrance,  standee  and  aisles.  At  all  perform- 
ances autograph  hunters  took  up  all  of  the 
stars’  time  between  shows. 

Ed  Blumenthal  and  Lloyd  Rust,  Mono- 
gram franchise  holders  for  Texas,  gave  a 
dinner  at  the  Variety  Club  Sunday  night  for 
Wakely  and  White.  The  guests  were  Sgt. 
Gene  Autry  and  his  wife,  Phil  Isley  and 
wife,  Louis  Charninsky  and  Jimmy  Allard, 
city  manager  of  the  theatres  at  Vernon. 


Plan  Now  to  Install 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

Now  is  the  time  to  get  the  "lowdown"  on  what  you 
can  do  in  Air  Conditioning  installation.  Even 
though  we  are  restricted  — 

U.  S.  Air  Conditioning  Equipment 

IS  AVAILABLE  ON  A LIMITED  BASIS 


Let  Us  Send  Complete  Details  on  U.  S.  Air  Conditioning 

OKLAHomn  Theatre  supplv 


J.  ELDON  PEEK 


TELEPHONE  7-8S81 

708.710  WEST  GRAND  AVENUE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  2.  OKLA. 
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The  TVA  Brownout 
Saves  Little  Coal 

KNOXVILLE  — Although  TVA  authorities 
ordered  a dimming  of  all  outside  lights  ef- 
fective February  1,  restricting  theatre  mar- 
quees to  sufficient  40-watt  lights  to  insure 
the  safety  of  patrons  entering  and  leaving 
the  theatres,  it  is  admitted  that  the  fuel  sav- 
ing will  be  very  small. 

To  light  areas  covering  Tennessee,  parts  of 
Kentucky,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Mississippi  and 
North  Carolina,  88  per  cent  of  the  current  is 
hydroelectric  and  only  70,000  tons  of  coal  is 
consumed  to  produce  the  remaining  12  per 
cent.  Since  only  a one  per  cent  saving  in 
current  is  anticipated  the  saving  in  fuel  would 
be  comparatively  small. 

Merchants  in  the  larger  cities  remain  open 
on  Monday  evenings  for  the  benefit  of  war 
workers  and  have  asked  that  the  “brown- 
out” be  delayed  until  9 p.  m.  this  one  evening, 
but  are  not  expected  to  obtain  such  a con- 
cession. 

Young  Pickets  Demand 
"Remus"  Atlanta  Debut 

ATLANTA— -A  score  of  children  carrying 
banners  “picketed”  the  RKO  exchange  here, 
demanding  that  Walt  Disney  give  Atlanta 
the  premiere  of  his  “Uncle  Remus”  or  “an- 
swer the  consequences.”  Just  what  the  con- 
sequences would  be  wasn’t  made  plain,  but 
the  Atlanta  kids,  many  of  them  descendants 
of  the  late  Joel  Chandler  Harris,  author  of 
the  Uncle  Remus  stories,  made  it  plain  they 
won’t  take  “no”  for  an  answer. 

The  youngsters  and  their  parents  were 
guests  of  RKO  at  a screening  of  the  “Three 
Caballeros,”  which  followed  an  informal 
meeting  at  which  plans  were  drawn  for  the 
anticipated  premiere.  To  add  visual  strength 
to  the  campaign  to  bring  the  premiere 
“home,”  the  children  were  photographed  with 
their  placards  which  bore  personal  messages 
to  Disney. 

The  photograph  will  be  sent  to  Disney. 

“Uncle  Remus”  is  now  in  production  at 
Disney  Studios  and  will  feature  live  char- 
acters with  the  animated  figures. 

Among  the  guests  were  Mrs.  W.  K.  Jenkins, 
president  of  the  Uncle  Remus  Ass’n;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joel  Chandler  Harris  jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Rowsey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucien  Harris 
and  Evelyn  Harris. 

Boys  Ranch  Trailers  Will 
Be  Run  by  Three  Circuits 

DALLAS — In  reporting  commitments  made 
by  circuits  and  independents  at  a Variety 
Club  meeting  to  run  advertising  trailers  and 
donate  this  screen  time  to  the  club  for  rais- 
ing money  for  its  Boys  Ranch,  the  name  of 
one  circuit  was  carried  in  the  story  in  error, 
namely,  Robb  & Rowley-United  Theatres. 

The  circuits  which  have  agreed  to  run 
the  trailer  are  Interstate,  R.  E.  Griffith  The- 
atres and  Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 


Pepper  Back  to  Old  Job 

KINGSPORT,  TENN.  — After  two  years 
service  in  the  army  L.  J.  Pepper  has  returned 
to  his  former  duties  as  city  manager  of  the 
Kingsul  Theatres.  Robert  Neal,  who  sub- 
stituted for  him  was  transferred  to  Bristol  as 
city  manager  for  the  Wilby-Kincey  chain. 


Plan  to  Rebuild  Trace 

PORT  GIBSON,  MISS.— Plans  have  been 
announced  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Trace 
Theatre,  destroyed  in  a disastrous  local  fire 
in  December. 


SOUTHERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


When  the  old  city 
opera  house  was  for 
rent  in  1920,  James 
Wiggins  Watts’s  bid 
was  accepted  and  thus 
began  his  lifetime  of 
activity  in  the  film  in- 
dustry. He  'brings 
much  experience  to 
the  Watts  and  Wil- 
liamston  theatres, 
Williamston,  IN.  C.  He 
has  two  sons;  John  is 
a student  and  James 
is  a sergeant  in  the  AAF.  Watts  is  interested 
in  civic  affairs,  but  only  comes  into  contact 
with  the  public  at  the  busy  boxoffices  of  his 
picture  houses.  To  come  closer  to  the  na- 
tural world  outside  the  theatre,  he  golfs, 
hunts  and  fishes. 


Mrs.  Maggie  E.  Scott 
of  the  Rio  in  Odessa, 

Tex.,  and  her  hus- 
band, now  deceased, 
entered  show  business 
in  1908.  They  traveled 
Arkansas  and  Missouri 
with  a machine  that 
used  a carbon  lamp  to 
illuminate  slides.  It 
was  a hand  affair, 
with  the  used  film 
caught  in  a sack.  Off 
and  on  until  1924  they 
kept  returning  to  show  business,  and  finally 
could  not  leave  it.  They  have  two  daughters 
and  two  sons,  the  latter  both  commissioned 
in  the  air  forces  overseas.  Oliver,  the  elder, 
is  in  India;  Wallace  is  in  England.  With  her 
husband,  she  pioneered  in  Texas  exhibition. 


Leonard  C.  Tidball’s 

interest  in  the  New 
Isis  Theatre,  North 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  may 
be  regarded  as  pa- 
ternal. “Tid”  helped 
build  the  theatre  in 
North  Fort  Worth  in 
1919,  and  has  been 
there  since.  Son  Philip 
C.  is  in  Kemper  Mili- 
tary ‘School,  Boonville, 
Mo.,  and  daughter 
Ruby  Ann  is  an  Ar- 
lington Heights  High  School  student.  Tidball 
is  energetic  in  Chamber  of  Commerce  af- 
fairs and  active  in  selling  war  bonds.  He  is 
a familiar  figure  at  Variety  Club  headquar- 
ters in  Dallas.  His  relations  with  exhibitors 
is  improved  at  the  ATO  of  Texas  meetings. 


Abe  H.  Borisky  came 
into  the  industry  the 
hard  way.  He  started 
in  1920  as  usher,  front 
boy  and  manager, 
working  18  hours  a 
day  at  the  Amusu;  he 
knows  all  about  the 
two-for-one  tickets 
and  other  “catchers.” 
His  circuit  is  the  In- 
dependent Theatres, 
Inc.,  which  includes 
seven  theatres  in 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masons,  the  Honored  Hundred,  Democratic 
Club  and  Better  Business  League.  He  is 
president  of  the  Mizpah  Men’s  Club;  on  the 
committee  of  the  CofC,  and  assistant  mana- 
ger of  the  Music  Chest  and  War  Fund. 


From  a public  office 
and  a position  in  a 
bank,  Henry  Sparks 
ambled  into  the  thea- 
tre world  and  has  been 
spending  30  years  giv- 
ing the  people  of 
Cooper,  Tex.,  enter- 
tainment  at  the 
Sparks  and  Grand 
theatres.  His  theatres 
are  operated  by  his 
wife,  children  and,  of 
course,  himself.  Active 
in  civic  affairs,  he  has  served  as  president 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Four  times 
president  since  the  inception  of  the  Cooper 
Lions,  he  is  a charter  member  of  the  organi- 
zation. He  has  also  served  as  an  officer  on 
the  boards  of  theatre  owners’  organizations. 


When  Harry  A.  Wil- 
liams of  Lawton,  Okla., 
bought  the  Murray 
Theatre  in  1914,  the 
program  consisted  of 
six  reels,  each  reel  a 
separate  feature.  Ad- 
mission was  “five  cents 
a head  or  50  cents  a 
dozen.”  Today  the  tax 
on  a single  admission 
is  double  that  amount. 
After  30  years  of  ex- 
hibition, Williams  re- 
cently sold  his  four  local  houses,  the  Law- 
ton,  Dome,  Palace  and  Murray,  but  retains 
his  real  estate  interests.  A member  of  the 
state  exhibitors  association,  Spanish-Ameri- 
can  War  Veterans  and  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, he  is  active  in  all  civic  efforts. 


The  Dixie  in  Athens, 

Tex.,  has  been  under 
the  same  management 
for  the  last  33  years. 

The  late  N.  G.  Dor- 
bandt  and  his  two  sons 
opened  the  house  in 
1912.  The  length  of 
their  first  show  de- 
pended upon  how  fast 
Ed  or  Will  could  crank 
the  machine.  In  1919 
a new  Dixie  was  built, 
seating  850.  Another 
house,  the  Liberty,  was  built  in  1935.  Even 
though  Dorbandt  was  90  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  death  recently,  he  never  missed 
coming  to  the  theatre.  He  is  survived  by  six 
sons  and  daughters,  virtually  all  of  whom  are 
active  in  the  business. 


William  K.  Jenkins 

began  his  theatrical 
career  25  years  ago,  in 
association  with  S.  A. 

Lynch  in  the  old 
Southern  Enterprise 
Co.  In  1920  he  formed 
a partnership  with  Ar- 
thur Lucas.  Becoming 
affiliated  with  Para- 
mount in  1929,  he 
served  in  three  terri- 
tories as  district  man- 
ager. Later  he  re- 
turned to  Atlanta  to  devote  full  time  to  his 
partnership  and  to  help  develop  the  55  thea- 
tres in  13  towns  operated  by  the  L&J  cir- 
cuit. Director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Atlanta,  state  chairman  of  the  WAC,  he  is 
also  national  property  master  of  Variety. 
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Make  Your  Contracts  Now  and  Be 
Assured  of  the  Best  and  Safest  Acreage. 

We  have  delivered  our  contracts  100 
per  cent  every  year  and  our  "Diversi- 
fied Acreage  Plan”  will  protect  you 
against  shortages  in  case  of  crop 
failures  or  prorations. 

Write  Today  lor  Contract  and 
Full  Information 

BLEVINSjPOPCORN  CO. 

Box  278 

NASHVILLE  2,  TENN. 


In  Our 
New  Home 

at  2308  Live  Oak  St. 
Dallas,  Tex. 

EVANS 

Printing  & Poster  Co. 

Same  Phone:  Riverside  4933 


★ 

FREE 

Our  22x28  Calendars  and  1945 
Date  Books  are  now  ready.  Write 
for  your  free  copy. 


A.  F.  Sams  Jr  , Elected 
Theatre  Owners  Head 


CHARLOTTE,  N.  C.— A.  F.  Sams  jr.  of 
Statesville  was  elected  president  of  the  The- 
atre Owners  of  North  and  South  Carolina 
at  the  33rd  annual  meeting  of  the  organi- 
zation here  January  21-22. 

George  W.  Parr  of  Lancaster  and  Roy 
Rowe  of  Burgaw  were  elected  vice-presidents 
and  Mrs.  Walter  Griffith  was  re-elected  sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

Directors  are  J.  B.  Harvey,  Clover,  S.  C.; 
H.  H.  Everett,  Charlotte,  N.  C.;  H.  R.  Berry, 
Hartsville,  S.  C.;  H.  E.  Buchanan,  Caro- 
lina, Hendersonville,  N.  C.;  George  D.  Car- 
penter, Valdese,  N.  C.;  E.  L.  Hearne,  Albe- 
marle, N.  C.;  C.  R.  Arrington,  Rocky  Mount, 
N.  C.;  H.  F.  Kincey,  Charlotte,  N.  C.;  O.  T. 
Kirby,  Roxboro,  N.  C.;  T.  A.  Little,  Char- 
lotte, N.  C.;  J.  C.  Long,  Charleston,  S.  C.; 
J.  F.  Miller,  Hickory,  N.  C.;  Ben  L.  Strozier, 
Rock  Hill,  S.  C.,  and  Sam  Trincher  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C. 

The  morning  session  January  21  was  open 
to  all  in  the  industry.  Complete  war  ac- 
tivities reports  were  made  by  Roy  L.  Smart, 
Warren  Irvin,  George  Carpenter  and  H.  F. 
Kincey.  Reports  on  the  March  of  Dimes 
drive  were  made  by  Warren  Irvin  and  Frank 
Beddingfield.  Television  was  discussed  by 
John  H.  Vickers  and  good  housekeeping  by 
Charles  W.  Lewis,  state  fire  marshal  of  North 
Carolina.  H.  M.  Richey,  public  relations 
director  of  Loew’s  also  addressed  the  meet- 
ing. The  following  resolutions  committee 
was  appointed:  M.  S.  Hill,  chairman;  Roy 
Rowe  and  Henry  Berry.  George  Carpenter, 
chairman;  J.  B.  Harvey  and  Roy  Smart 
were  named  on  the  nominations  committee. 

The  afternoon  session  for  exhibitors  only 
began  at  2 p.  m.  Legislation,  organizational 
cooperation,  product,  consent  decree,  ac- 
cessories and  trailers  were  topics  discussed. 


Among  the  exhibitors  registered  were: 


A.  C.  Phillips 
J.  W.  Watts 
James  Earnhardt 

H.  R.  Berry 
James  W.  Blackwell 
J.  H.  Yelton 

W.  E.  Stewart 
J.  B.  McIntyre 
Miss  Ruby  Travis 
E.  E.  Wade 
John  Kime 
Ben  Strozier 

B.  B.  Beniield 
Mrs.  Runa  Curtis 
H.  C.  Cooke 

W.  D.  Joyner 
Tom  Gibson 

E.  L.  Hearne 
M.  W.  Knott 

H.  N.  Phillips 

C.  A.  Holliday 

I.  W.  Holadia 
O.  T.  Kirby 
William  T.  Fridell 
Charles  W.  Picquet 
W.  D.  Sears 

Mrs.  Pearl  Green 
A.  P.  Hinnant 

J.  K.  Daughtry 
C.  M.  Bowden 

Mrs.  Kenneth  Richardson 
H.  C.  Hartz 
H.  D.  Hearn 
R.  E.  Brantley 
Warren  Irvin 
Clay  Williamson 
W.  D.  VanDerburgh 
Charles  B.  Duncan 
Lyle  M.  Wilson 
George  W.  Parr 
Roy  Rowe 
Jack  Thompson 

F.  H.  Beddingfield 
T.  A.  Little 
Charles  E.  Myers 


Hal  Edwards 
Pete  Lassiter 
Roy  Smart 
H.  H.  Everett 
M.  S.  Hill 

George  D.  Carpenter 
F.  W.  Davis 
Clinton  Whitlock 
H.  F.  Kincey 
H.  B.  Wilby 

D.  Holt 
Harry  Hardy 
H.  P.  Howell 
R.  Glenn  Davis 
R.  C.  Whitehurst 
Joe  Anderson 

J.  C.  Peed 
J.  B.  Harvey 
Jack  Austin 
Hall  Houpe 
Hal  Shinn 
J.  K.  Whitley 
W.  H.  Hendrix 
C.  A.  Turnage 

R.  S.  Rogers  jr. 

Jeff  Wilson 
Mrs.  Jeff  Wilson 

E.  L.  Swinson 

S.  S.  Stevenson 
E.  C.  Qualls 

B.  B.  Anderson 
S.  T.  Stoker 
H.  B.  Ram 
H.  J.  Nelson 
E.  G.  Pophal 
B.  B.  Horton 
H.  B.  Meiselman 
Louis  M.  Wade 
J.  W.  McMillan 
Nick  Warren 
A.  I.  Mason 
H.  B.  Hargrove 
Cpl.  H.  F.  Lee 
Roy  P.  Rosser 
R.  L.  White 


"Vie  Paree"  at  Memphis 

MEMPHIS — M.  A.  Lightman  sr.,  president 
of  Malco  Theatres,  brought  Memphis  its  first 
vaudeville  in  many  years  this  week.  Opening 
at  the  Malco  February  2 was  the  roadshow 
“La  Vie  Paree,”  under  direction  of  A.  B. 
Marcus.  A cast  of  50  persons  and  a show 
with  12  scenes  was  presented.  The  regular 
picture  was  also  shown. 


New  Lake  Jackson 
Theatre  Is  Opened 

LAKE  JACKSON,  TEX.— The  Lake  The- 
atre was  opened  here  Thursday  night  on 
schedule  by  J.  R.  Holloman  and  B.  C.  Gib- 
son. The  theatre  was  constructed  by  the 
Dow  Chemical  Co.  which  will  operate  a huge 
chemical  plant  here.  Dow  owns  the  entire 
townsite  and  has  constructed  hundreds  of 
homes  for  workers. 

After  the  opening,  Holloman  and  Gibson 
were  hosts  at  a party  in  the  Texas  State 
Hotel. 


MEMPHIS 


T ieut.  Douglass  Johnston  who  left  the  RKO 
poster  department  to  enlist  in  the  army 
air  force  was  home  on  leave  last  week.  John- 
ston, has  been  stationed  in  Australia  . . . 
First  of  a series  of  open  house  parties  to  be 
held  on  successive  Saturday  nights  was  held 
last  Saturday  at  the  Variety  Club.  It  was 
well  attended. 

Four  prominent  executives  were  Memphis 
visitors  this  week:  Monty  Gowthorpe  and 
Leon  Netter,  both  from  Paramount  in  New 
York;  Joe  Unger  and  J.  R.  Thompson,  from 
United  Artists  were  visitors  this  week. 

J.  J.  Rogers,  branch  manager  of  Colum- 
bia, was  in  New  York  to  attend  the  world 
premiere  of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  . . . Mrs. 
Sarah  Rogers,  Columbia  biller,  was  vaca- 
tioning with  her  husband  who  is  on  furlough 
from  the  armed  forces. 

Mrs.  Virginia  Riales,  inspector  at  Colum- 
bia, was  back  on  the  job  after  a month  with 
her  husband,  also  home  on  furlough. 

Miss  Evelyn  Hammonds,  secretary  to  Man- 
ager Tom  Young  at  20th-Fox,  spent  the  week- 
end in  Texas  . . . Lew  Andrews  and  S.  M. 
Perrin  have  returned  from  a business  trip 
to  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Mrs.  Lela  Flippin,  Grand  Theatre,  Card- 
well,  Mo.,  was  in  Memphis  this  week  sport- 
ing a new  spring  hat  . . . H.  G.  Walden,  owner 
of  the  Victory,  Burnsville,  Miss.,  purchased 
the  Bay,  Red  Bay,  Ala.,  from  T.  A.  Wilson. 

Construction  of  a shell-type  stage  on  the 
backtop  will  begin  at  the  naval  air  technical 
training  center,  Millington,  in  the  spring  . . . 
Fritz  Kreisler,  violinist,  composer  and  pianist, 
spent  a day  in  Memphis  last  week  resting 
between  trains. 

Ike  Myers,  Memphis  promoter,  presented 
Paul  Draper  and  Larry  Adler  as  a team, 
harmonica  and  tap  dancer,  at  Ellis  Audi- 
torium . . . “Combat  America,”  an  army  air 
force  film,  produced  and  narrated  by  Clark 
Gable,  was  shown  at  the  Lions  Club.  The 
showing  was  arranged  through  Tom  Young 
of  20th-Fox. 

Memphis  Little  Theatre’s  next  production, 
“Double  Door,”  will  open  February  12  . . . 
J.  B.  Dishongh  jr.,  Memphis  Open  Air  Thea- 
tre singer  now  in  the  air  force,  has  made  70 
missions  as  aerial  engineer  in  the  India- 
Burma  Theatre,  and  was  promoted  to  staff 
sergeant.  As  personnel  service  worker  he  will 
arrange  programs  and  entertainment  at  the 
Laredo  air  base  where  he  is  stationed. 

“The  Gypsy  Baron,”  Johann  Strauss’  opera, 
will  be  presented  at  Ellis  Auditorium  Febru- 
ary 6 . . . John  Staples,  Franklin  Theatre, 
Piggett,  Ark.,  was  a Filmrow  visitor  as  was 
F.  E.  Elder  of  Reizi,  Miss. 


Contract  to  Frances  Rafferty 

A new  Metro  contract  has  been  given  to 
Frances  Rafferty. 
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Ticket  Tax  Is  Killed 
In  North  Carolina 

RALEIGH,  N.  C.— A proposal  to  restore  a 
three  per  cent  sales  tax  on  theatre  admis- 
sions instead  of  the  present  flat  tax  per 
seat  was  voted  down  at  a meeting  of  the 
state  legislature’s  joint  finance  committee 
here  January  25.  The  advisory  budget  com- 
mission had  recommended  restoration  of  the 
sales  tax  which  was  eliminated  in  1943  when 
the  flat  rate  tax  bill  was  enacted  into  law. 

Harry  Buchanan  of  Hendersonville,  chair- 
man of  the  legislative  committee  of  the 
Theatre  Owners  of  North  Carolina,  led  the 
successful  fight  on  the  three  per  cent  sales 
tax  proposal. 

Buchanan  told  the  committee  his  group 
told  the  legislature  two  years  ago  there 
would  be  a reduction  in  revenues  but  that 
they  felt  then  and  now  that  the  three  per 
cent  admission  tax  levied  from  1933  to  1943 
was  unfair. 

“Theatres  Carry  Fair  Load” 

He  said  estimates  of  lost  revenue  were 
based  on  wartime  boom  conditions  but  that 
the  “long  time  record  would  show  the  the- 
atres had  carried  their  part  of  the  tax  load.” 

He  was  supported  by  Senators  Libby  Ward 
and  Wade  Matheny  and  by  Representatives 
Jim  Vogler  and  Sam  Welfare.  Sen.  Thomas 
O’Berry  led  the  fight  for  the  sales  tax  and 
said:  “I  don’t  see  how  you  can  go  home 
and  look  your  constituents  in  the  face  when 
you  tell  them  you  have  voted  to  keep  the 
general  sales  tax  but  to  leave  this  tax  off 
the  theatres.” 


Twenty-eight  members  of  the  committee 
voted  for  the  flat  tax  amendment  to  the 
permanent  revenue  bill. 

Among  those  present  for  the  hearing  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  A.  Little  of  Charlotte; 
Mrs.  Walter  Griffith,  secretary  of  the  The- 
atre Owners;  Harry  Cook,  Mount  Olive,  and 
O.  T.  Kirby  of  Roxboro. 

Laughter  Is  Raised 

Laughter  was  injected  into  the  proceed- 
ings when  Representative  Vogler  rose  and 
pointed  to  Little  saying,  “I  grew  up  with 
that  man  and  when  we  started  to  work  I 
entered  the  wholesale  grocery  business  and 
he  the  motion  picture  business.  Look  at  us 
now — I have  all  my  hair  and  he  is  bald- 
headed.” 

In  its  Under  the  Dome  column  the  morn- 
ing after  the  tax  hearing  the  Raleigh  News 
and  Observer  carried  the  following  resume 
of  the  career  of  Harry  Buchanan. 

“CHANGES — ‘The  last  time  I appeared 
before  a joint  committee  I had  my  own 
teeth  and  my  own  eyes;  I have  neither 
now,’  remarked  Harry  Buchanan,  motion 
picture  lobbyist,  at  the  meeting  of  the  joint 
finance  committee  yesterday. 

“ ‘You  will  have  to  excuse  me  if  I keep 
jerking  these  glasses  off  and  on,’  continued 
Buchanan,  ‘I  can’t  see  without  them  and  I 
can’t  talk  with  them  on.’ 

“DEEPER — Those  changes  are  superficial. 
Older  legislators  and  observers  noted  many 
other  changes  in  Buchanan — changes  which 
go  much  deeper.  Harry  Buchanan  first  came 
before  a legislative  joint  committee  back 
in  the  twenties.  The  theatres  were  hard 
pressed.  They  appeared  with  lawyers  and 
lobbyists  galore;  very  high-priced  ones  at 
that.  But  they  made  little  headway  until 


a young  moving  picture  operator  from  way 
up  in  the  mountains  spoke — and  caught  the 
imagination  of  the  huge  crowd  which  filled 
the  hall  of  the  house  for  a hearing  on  a 
bill  to  transfer  taxes  from  land  to  other 
sources. 

Snap  Him  Up 

“Theatre  people  recognize  talent  when 
they  see  it.  They  snapped  up  Buchanan. 
He  still  operates  a theatre,  and  in  that 
capacity  has  moved  only  from  Sylva  to 
Hendersonville.  In  associations  he  has 
moved  much  farther.  He  is  now  well  known 
in  Raleigh,  Washington  and  wherever  poli- 
ticians gather— all  the  way  up  to  national 
conventions  and  the  inauguration  of  a 
President. 

“EASY — Buchanan’s  easy  manner  with  the 
legislators,  whom  he  once  regarded  with 
awe,  is  shown  by  the  jocular  manner  in 
which  he  referred  to  himself  in  yesterday’s 
appearance  before  the  committee.  He  said 
yesterday  he  knew  60  per  cent  of  the 
committee.  That  is  an  understatement.  He 
probably  knows  more  than  60  per  cent  well 
enough  to  call  them  by  their  first  names. 
He  knew  so  many  of  them  that  28  signed 
his  amendment  and  a much  larger  number 
voted  for  it.” 


Hoyt  Wimpy  Elected 

MACON,  GA.  — Hoyt  Wimpy  of  WPAX, 
Thomasville,  was  elected  president  of  the 
Georgia  Ass’n  of  Broadcasters  succeeding 
Jack  Williams  of  Waycross,  owner  of  WAYX 
and  publisher  of  the  Waycross  Journal- 
Herald. 
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ATLANTA 


^lan  F.  Cummings,  in  charge  of  exchange 

1 operations  for  M-G-M,  has  appointed 
Arthur  Sterling  as  office  manager  here  . . . 
Robert  B.  Strickland  of  Strickland  Film  Co. 
has  been  appointed  a member  of  the  indus- 
trial film  producers  advisory  committee.  He 
attended  the  first  meeting  in  Washington 
on  January  30. 

Ideal  Pictures,  16mm  distributors,  held  its 
annual  regional  meeting  in  Atlanta  on  Jan- 
uary 19-20.  Attending  were  Ed  Stevens  and 
Taylor  E.  Hoynes,  Atlanta;  Jack  Spires,  New 
Orleans;  Dan  Browing,  Richmond;  W.  O. 
Besselieu,  Miami  . . . D.  R.  Reagan,  owner 
of  the  Roxy,  Selma,  Ala.,  was  booking  on 
the  Row. 

Managers,  salesmen  and  office  managers 
of  RKO  from  Charlotte,  New  Orleans,  At- 
lanta and  Memphis  attended  a Ned  Depinet 
drive  sales  meeting  here  January  21  . . . On 
Filmrow  booking  were  J.  M.  McKennily, 
Cross  City,  Fla.;  R.  Bigler,  Knoxville;  Walter 
Morris,  Oak  Ridge  . . . John  Moffett  of 
Carver  Theatre,  Montgomery,  has  taken  over 
the  Gem  Theatre  at  Anniston,  Ala. 

M.  S.  Katz,  who  is  associated  with  his  sons 
in  the  PRC  setup,  announces  the  marriage 
of  his  daughter  Rose  to  Marvin  I.  Klein  of 
Miami. 


POSTERS!  POSTERS!  POSTERS! 

hOe  tJlaoe  <rlUe*n  ! ! 

WHY  sign  a contract  to  secure  your 
Accessories  WHEN 

It  Is  NOT  NECESSARY ! 

Send  your  orders  and  used  paper  to 
us  where  you  are  assured  of  lowest 
initial  cost,  and  fair  credit  rates. 

THE  POSTER  EXCHANGE,  Inc. 

183V2  Walton  St.,  N.  W„  Atlanta,  Ga. 


PROMOTED  BY  WARNERS— J.  B. 
Sokley,  formerly  salesman  in  Chicago 
for  YVarners,  who  has  been  promoted  to 
the  branch  managership  at  Oklahoma 
City  by  Ben  Kalmenson,  general  sales 
manager.  He  succeeds  J.  W.  Loewe,  who 
wTas  shifted  to  Dallas  when  Doak  Rob- 
erts was  upped  to  district  manager. 


Coppel  Sells  Two  Denver 
Houses  to  J.  Rodriquez 

SAN  ANTONIO — Alberto  Coppel,  branch 
manager  of  the  Azteca  Film  exchange  here, 
recently  sold  his  Kimo  and  Mexico  theatres 
in  Denver  to  Joe  J.  Rodriquez,  who  operates 
the  Pan-American,  Dallas.  The  purchase 
price  was  not  disclosed. 


R.  Longoria  to  Army 

SAN  ANTONIO — Ramiro  Longoria,  whose 
father  Eutimo  is  Rio  Grande  Valley  repre- 
sentative for  Clasa-Mohme,  Inc.,  has  passed 
his  physical  and  is  to  be  inducted  into  the 
army  this  month. 


PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  NOW! 

JUST  RECEIVED  NEW  SHIPMENTS  OF 

Film  Cabinets;  eight,  ten  and  twelve  section 

LaVezzi,  Double-Bearing,  Intermittent  Movements 

Neumade  Wire  Reels 

15-ampere  Westinghouse  Rectilier  Bulbs 

Film  Splicers 

Film  Tables 

Rewinds 


BUY  THESE  WHILE  THEY  ARE  AVAILABLE 


SPECIAL  PRINTED  TICKETS 

When  ordering  give  starting  number,  admission  price,  tax  and  color. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always" 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 


SAN  ANTONIO 


CJddie  Miller  of  the  IATSE  projectionists 
union,  Houston,  and  Torrance  Hudgins  of 
the  Interstate  office,  Dallas,  were  among  the 
“first  nighters”  at  the  formal  opening  of  In- 
terstate’s New  Laurel  Theatre  here  recently. 
Among  those  who  were  present  for  the  grand 
occasion  were  the  mayor,  Abe  Levy,  Waco 
showman,  and  many  others  prominent  in 
film  and  theatrical  circles  of  Texas.  The 
new  suburban  house  seats  900,  and  has  a 
new  Da-Lite  screen. 

“Dante,”  the  master  magician,  and  his  stage 
show,  “Cockeyed  Inferno,”  was  the  current 
attraction  at  the  Majestic  with  “The  Climax” 
(Univ)  on  the  screen  . . . Film  Classics’ 
“Cowboy  and  the  Lady,”  which  played  a four- 
day  engagement  at  the  Empire  recently,  was 
made  seven  years  ago  by  United  Artists. 

Margie  Allen  Humphries,  Palace  cashier, 
spent  a portion  of  her  annual  leave  on  a 
ranch  in  Bandera  last  week  . . . Another  re- 
cent caller  from  the  Dallas  Interstate  office 
was  T.  D.  Holmes,  traveling  engineer  for 
that  circuit  . . . “Flirtation  Walk,”  all-talk- 
ing picture,  and  a 1935  release,  was  the 
Saturday  midnight  and  midweek  attraction 
at  the  Obrero. 

Mrs.  Anne  McCarver,  cashier  at  the  Em- 
pire, spent  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Austin 
visiting  friends  and  relatives  . . . Dan  Wicks 
and  Homer  Newman  are  the  projectionists 
at  the  newly-opened  Laurel,  where  Miss  Ar- 
leen  Cora  Grote  is  the  assistant  manager 
and  treasurer  . . . Add  recent  visitors:  Frank 
“Bumps”  Coogler,  the  union  official  from 
Houston,  and  “Bill”  Bugie,  Republic,  Dallas. 

That  new  gold  ring  with  the  marine  in- 
signia which  Mrs.  Leatrice  Powers  of  the  Em- 
pire is  wearing,  is  a birthday  gift  from  the 
husband  who  is  stationed  in  San  Francisco 
. . . Bruce  Parker  was  back  from  Sacramento 
and  San  Francisco  . . . The  past  week  seemed 
to  set  a record  for  out-of-town  visitors.  Along 
the  theatre  front  were  Edwin  Blumenthal, 
Monogram,  Dallas;  Capt.  Douglas  Naylor, 
army,  and  Lieut.  Leroy  Handley,  ditto,  both 
former  theatre  workers,  here  on  furlough. 

Marjorie  Bantley,  city  amusements  inspec- 
tor, has  been  ill  with  influenza  . . . Eric 
Brendler,  skipper  of  the  New  Laurel,  attend- 
ed the  Mark  Twain  Junior  High  School  which 
is  a short  distance  from  the  theatre  that  he 
now  manages.  Many  of  his  patrons  are  for- 
mer schoolmates  ...  Ed  F.  Brady  sr.,  San 
Benito  and  Harlingen,  was  in  the  Alamo  City 
attending  the  Texas  open  golf  tourney. 

Clasa-Mohme  items:  Manager  Gordon 
Dunlap’s  son,  Richard  Hill  Dunlap,  recently 
was  promoted  from  ensign  to  lieutenant, 
junior  grade,  in  command  of  a PT  boat  in 
Philippine  waters.  Lieutenant  Dunlap  suf- 
fered a wound  from  shrapnel  for  which  he 
will  be  awarded  a Purple  Heart  medal  . . . 
Visitors:  Bobby  Bixley,  WB  salesman  who 
headquarters  in  New  Braunfels;  B.  M.  Silvas, 
Mexico,  Carrizo  Springs;  W.  W.  Rucker,  Rock, 
Round  Rock;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Carpen- 
teyro  and  Serapio  Ramirez,  Ramirez,  Cotulla; 
Walter  Knoche,  Longhorn,  Fredericksburg; 
A.  R.  Pena,  Cole,  New  Braunfels,  and 
Eutimio  Longoria,  Valley  representative. 

Interstate  has  booked  the  legitimate  road- 
show, “Blossom  Time”  for  February  13  at  the 
Texas  Theatre.  Mail  orders  for  reserved 
seats  have  been  selling  rapidly  . . . Mrs. 
Mickey  Rooney,  wife  of  the  former  screen 
star  now  overseas,  has  been  visiting  friends 
here,  en  route  from  California  to  her  home 
in  Birmingham.  She  was  accompanied  by  her 
mother,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Rase.  The  couple  also 
spent  a weekend  at  Corpus  Christi  before 
they  returned  to  Alabama. 
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PARAMOUNT  PLANS  A SHORTS 
PRODUCING  UNIT  IN  CANADA 


Western  25th  Fete  at  Vancouver 

Vancouver — Newspapers,  film  companies  and  merchants  here  helped  Famous 
Players  Canadian  celebrate  the  25th  anniversary  of  its  founding.  The  local  fes- 
tivities were  climaxed  at  an  anniversary  dinner  held  at  Hotel  Vancouver  Tuesday 
night  at  which  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  president;  other  headquarters  executives,  and  west- 
ern division  officials  spoke  briefly. 

The  dinner  for  the  western  division  of  the  circuit,  followed  a similar  one  held 
at  Toronto  January  23,  attended  by  FPC  executives,  industry  leaders  and  veteran 
employes. 

Vancouver  papers  were  generous  in  praise  of  FPC,  emphasizing  in  leading  edi- 
torials the  community  spirit  for  which  FPC  men  are  noted.  FPC  proclaimed,  “Cele- 
brating 25  Years  of  Leadership  in  Entertainment,”  in  its  ads  and  effected  nu- 
merous promotional  tieups. 


Notables  of  America 
Congratulate  FPC 

TORONTO — Among  the  many  telegrams  of 
congratulation  to  which  President  J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons referred  at  the  25th  anniversary  din- 
ner of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  here 
were  the  following: 

Premier  W.  L.  M.  King,  Premier  George 
A.  Drew  of  the  province  of  Ontario;  N.  H. 
McDonald,  Canadian  Daily  Newspapers  Ass’n; 
John  Grierson,  National  Film  Board,  Ot- 
tawa; E.  G.  Burton,  president,  Robert 
Simpson  Co.  department  store;  B.  E.  Nor- 
rish,  president,  Associated  Screen  News, 
Montreal;  Dorothy  Lamour,  Hollywood; 
Warner  Bros.,  Paramount  Pictures  and  Co- 
lumbia Pictures,  New  York;  Franklin  & 
Herschorn  Theatres,  St.  John;  L.  I.  Bearg, 
district  manager,  Vancouver;  John  Hicks  jr„ 
director  of  Paramount,  New  York,  and  a 
director  of  Famous  Players;  Barney  Bala- 
ban,  president  of  Paramount  Pictures,  New 
York;  F.  G.  Spencer,  St.  John;  George  Mor- 
rell, president  of  Toronto  Suburban  Mana- 
gers Ass’n;  J.  Miles,  president  of  Western 
Theatres,  Winnipeg,  and  Ken  Craig,  Tivoli, 
Hamilton,  Ont. 

Guest  List  Impressive 

Among  the  guests  who  were  not  charter 
members  of  the  25  Year  Club  for  whom  the 
dinner  was  primarily  a tribute  were  R.  S. 
Roddick,  district  manager  at  Halifax;  Ed 
Zorn,  district  manager,  Winnipeg;  T.  R.  Tub- 
man,  district  manager,  Ottawa;  Dan  Kren- 
del,  district  manager  in  Ontario;  Morris 
Stein,  eastern  Ontario  general  manager; 
James  R.  Nairn,  advertising  manager;  Simon 
Meretsky,  managing  director,  Paramount 
Theatres,  Windsor,  Ont.;  Frank  O’Byrne,  To- 
ronto branch  manager,  Associated  Screen 
News,  and  Jack  Chisholm  of  that  company, 
who  directed  the  taking  of  moving  pictures 
in  Technicolor  of  dinner  highlights;  Ray 
Lewis,  Hye  Bossin  and  W.  M.  Gladish  of 
the  trade  press;  Roly  Young,  Jack  Karr  and 
Helen  Allen,  representing  the  daily  newspa- 
pers; the  wives  of  Famous  Players  officials 
and  the  veteran  employes,  and  Mayor  Rob- 
ert Saunders  who  extended  a welcome  in 
behalf  of  the  city. 

The  one  notable  absentee  was  Noel  G.  Bar- 
row,  secretary  and  director  of  Famous  Play- 
ers, who  was  home  ill.  Barrow  is  one  of  the 
company  originals. 

Music  was  provided  by  Horace  Lapp  and 
his  orchestra,  appropriate  in  itself  through 
the  fact  Lapp  had  been  a theatre  organist 
and  musical  director  of  Famous  Players  for 
years. 


Win  Barron  Back  From 
New  York  Confab 

TORONTO — Win  Barron,  promotion  man- 
ager of  Paramount  Film  Service,  has  re- 
turned from  New  York  where  he  attended 
a meeting  to  discuss  details  on  the  popular 
price  release  of  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,” 
which  has  not  yet  played  any  Canadian 
theatre  because  of  the  pegged  admission 
price  situation.  Among  other  visitors  at 
a dinner  in  the  swank  Roof  Terrace  of  the 
Hotel  Pierre  were  President  J.  J.  Fitzgib- 
bons and  R.  H.  Bolstad,  vice-president  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 

Barron  scored  some  kind  of  personal 
achievement  by  taking  in  no  less  than  four 
stage  shows  in  one  night,  “Harvey,”  “Bloomer 
Girl,”  “Snafu”  and  “A  Lady  Says  Yes.” 

Invites  Film  Executives 
To  Toronto  February  20 

OTTAWA — The  Canadian  navy  and  the 
Canadian  film  industry  are  getting  together 
in  a conference  to  be  held  in  HMCS  York 
at  Toronto  February  20  under  auspices  of 
the  Royal  Canadian  Navy  Film  Society,  in- 
vitations for  which  have  been  extended  to 
film  executives  by  the  society’s  chairman, 
Capt.  E.  S.  Brand,  Ottawa. 

The  conference,  which  will  start  with  a 
luncheon,  is  being  held  in  appreciation  of 
the  work  of  the  “Honorary  Board  of  Supply” 
in  cooperating  with  the  society  in  the  pro- 
viding of  films.  Following  a discussion  the 
trade  representatives  will  be  given  an  op- 
portunity to  inspect  the  training  ship. 

Thirty-three  film  distributors,  heads  of 
theatre  chains  and  officers  of  film  trade  or- 
ganizations have  been  invited  to  the  lunch- 
eon. 


Too  Much  Legs , Russian 
Says  of  Stage  Here 

Vancouver — Canadian  theatres  depend 
too  much  on  showing  women’s  legs,  said 
Lidia  Koretskaya,  a Russian  agricultural 
expert  who  was  a Vancouver  visitor  re- 
cently. In  Russia,  she  said,  women  are 
not  allowed  to  show  themselves  off  on 
the  stage.  For  ballet  dancing  they  wore 
short  skirts  only  for  the  artistic  effect, 
she  explained. 

Recent  films  she  likes  best  here  were 
“Dragon  Seed”  and  the  “Seventh  Cross.” 
These  pictures,  she  asserted,  should  prove 
popular  in  Russia. 


Adolph  Zukor  Announces 
Project  at  FPC  25th 
Year  Dinner 

TORONTO — An  outstanding  event  in  the 
film  history  of  Canada  was  the  25th  anni- 
versary dinner  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  in  the  Royal  York  Hotel  here  last 
Tuesday  when  veteran  employes  in  Ontario 
who  had  figured  on  the  first  pay  roll  of  the 
company  were  honored  with  charter  mem- 
berships in  the  25  Year  Club. 

The  guests  of  honor  included  Adolph  Zu- 
kor, chairman  of  the  board,  Paramount  Pic- 
tures; Austin  Keough  of  the  Paramount  home 
office,  New  York,  who  is  also  a director  of 
Famous  Players;  N.  S.  Robertson  of  To- 
ronto, a director,  and  Mayor  Robert  Saunders 
of  Toronto. 

Zukor,  who  was  making  his  first  visit  to 
Toronto  in  12  years,  announced  that  plans 
were  under  way  at  Paramount  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a producing  unit  in  Canada 
for  the  making  of  short  subjects  “to  be 
shown  all  over  the  world,  not  because  they 
are  Canadian  but  because  they  are  inter- 
esting.” If  suitable  stories  presented  them- 
selves, he  added,  feature-length  pictures  with 
a Canadian  background  would  also  be  made 
in  the  Dominion  in  due  course.  A nice  start 
had  already  been  made  in  the  Canadian 
Paramount  News. 

Recalls  Arrival  of  Mary  Pickford 

“After  these  years  I feel  I am  among 
friends  here,”  said  the  dean  of  Paramount 
who  referred  to  “the  good  fortune”  in  hav- 
ing Mary  Pickford  of  Toronto  come  to  his 
early  Famous  Players  to  be  a screen  star.  It 
was  hard  to  recall  all  that  had  happened  in 
the  progress  of  his  producing  company,  he 
said,  in  recounting  a few  of  the  highlights 
such  as  the  refusal  of  William  A.  Brady  to 
enter  pictures  and  the  subsequent  success 
with  Daniel  Frohman.  He  had  prevailed 
upon  James  K.  Hackett  to  appear  in  “The 
Prisoner  of  Zenda”  on  the  promise  Hackett 
“would  not  have  to  show  his  face  until  the 
picture  was  finished  in  four  weeks  at  $1,000 
per  week.”  Hackett  even  asked  that  meals 
be  sent  to  the  studio  so  that  his  friends 
would  not  see  him  while  he  was  making  the 
picture. 

Zukor  declared  he  early  saw  the  need  for 
branches  in  foreign  countries  for  the  rental 
of  films  and  traced  the  development  of  the 
early  exchanges.  He  referred  to  the  showing 
of  the  first  real  features  in  the  New  York 
Strand. 

“You  may  think  that  moving  pictures  have 
reached  the  ultimate,”  he  said,  “but  they  will 
have  a greater  future  than  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  past.”  He  said  he  had 
been  42  years  in  show  business  and  “couldn’t 
begin  to  tell  the  whole  story.” 

Austin  Keough  a Speaker 

“It  is  thrilling  that  some  of  those  of  25 
years  ago  are  here  tonight,”  declared  Keough. 
He  spoke  of  the  tremendous  contribution  the 
motion  picture  business  has  been  making  to 
the  war  through  service,  cooperation  and 
taxes.  The  big  salaries  of  the  stars  mean  a 
greater  contribution  to  the  war  effort  in 
taxes,  he  reminded.  He  praised  the  Famous 
Players  directors  who  were  not  present, 
namely,  Howard  P.  Robinson,  St.  John; 
Senator  J.  W.  Farris,  Vancouver;  Noel  Bar- 
row  and  Angus  MacCunn. 

“The  power  of  Famous  Players  is  the 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  3,  1945 


K 


91 


Sketches  of  FPC  25-Year  Veterans 


TORONTO — Thumbnail  sketches  of  the  37 
employes  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
honored  by  charter  membership  in  the  25- 
Year  Club  at  the  25th  anniversary  dinner 
of  the  company  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel 
here  January  23  follow: 

Jack  Arthur — District  manager  at  the 
head  office  here.  Born  in  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, he  came  to  Canada  as  a boy  to  be  a 
musician  and  traded  his  violin  for  orches- 
tra direction.  Managed  Toronto  ace  houses 
before  promotion  to  head  office.  Has  three 
children. 

Jim  Bailey — Born  in  Galt,  Ont.;  entered 
booth  of  Wonderland,  Guelph,  1907.  He  now 
is  projectionist  at  Royal,  Guelph.  Has  one 
daughter. 

Arthur  H.  Barber — In  charge  of  head  office 
projection  room  since  1923.  Born  in  London, 
England,  he  started  as  projectionist  at  To- 
ronto Tivoli  in  1918.  Has  six  children. 

A Projectionist  Born  in  Italy 

Fred  Baldassari — Born  in  Italy;  started  as 
projection  apprentice  at  Unique,  Hamilton, 
1910,  and  is  now  at  the  Tivoli,  Hamilton.  Has 
three  daughters. 

Noel  G.  Barrow — Secretary  and  member 
of  board  of  directors  of  FPC.  Born  in  the 
Barbados,  British  West  Indies,  he  joined 
Pathe  Freres,  New  York,  in  1916  and  shortly 
moved  to  Toronto  to  join  Paramount  The- 
atres. Has  two  daughters. 

Miss  Adrienne  Caze — Born  in  St.  Boniface, 
Man.,  and  started  as  a singer  in  Winnipeg 
Starland  in  1907  and  went  to  the  Allen 
Strand,  Vancouver.  He  has  been  with  the 
Kerrisdale,  Vancouver,  since  1932. 

Gustave  R.  Demery — Started  as  usher  at 
Theatorium  here  in  1906;  he  later  became 
a projectionist  and  is  now  at  the  Toronto 
Tivoli.  Born  in  Liverpool,  England.  Has  two 
children. 

Roland  G.  Darby — Born  in  Luton,  Bed- 
fordshire, England,  and  has  been  at  Famous 
Players’  head  office  since  1920,  with  brief 
interlude  at  several  theatres.  Is  manager 
of  company’s  insurance  department.  Served 
overseas  in  last  war  and  has  two  children. 

Maurice  J.  Doyle  a Theatre  Manager 

Maurice  J.  Doyle — Appointed  treasurer  of 
Toronto  Regent  in  1918,  he  later  managed 
several  theatres  here.  Is  now  in  charge  of 
the  Runnymede.  Has  three  children. 

Charles  A.  Dentelbeck — Born  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  he  became  manager  of  the 
Toronto  Avenue  in  1909;  later  he  was  a pro- 
jectionist at  the  Strand  and  other  local 
houses.  He  was  appointed  supervisor  of  pro- 
jection at  the  head  office  in  1920.  Has  three 
children  and  three  grandchildren. 

Harold  C.  Edwards — Born  in  Liverpool, 
England,  he  joined  a theatre  orchestra  there 
in  1896.  Coming  to  Canada  he  went  to  Vic- 
toria, B.  C.,  where  he  has  been  projectionist 
of  Dominion  for  many  years.  Has  two  chil- 
dren. 

John  Edward  Gee — Born  Leek;  born  in 
North  Staffordshire,  England,  he  started  at 
the  Regent  here  in  1919  and  has  served  as 
doorman  at  the  Uptown  and  Shea’s  ever 
since.  He  knows  more  Toronto  people  than 
any  other  person.  Has  two  daughters.  His 
only  son  was  killed  in  the  last  war. 

Frank  Gow — Born  in  Guelph,  Ont.  Bought 
the  Broadway,  Vancouver,  in  1910  and  is  sup- 
ervisor of.  Vancouver  suburban  and  rural 
theatres.  Has  three  children. 

L.  G.  Geering — Member  of  board  of  di- 
rectors, assistant  secretary  and  manager  of 
the  head  office  audit  department.  Born  in 
London,  England.  Joined  head  office  as  ac- 
countant in  1920.  Has  two  daughters. 

Miss  Wilhelmina  “Min”  Habick — Born  in 
Ontario.  Joined  Paramount  Theatres  in  1918 
and  was  confidential  secretary  to  the  late 


N.  L.  Nathanson  during  his  whole  theatre 
career.  Spent  a short  time  at  Capitol,  Van- 
couver. She  is  manager  of  Grand,  Galt,  Ont. 

An  Englishman 

Samuel  Haigh — Born  in  Manchester,  Eng- 
land. Became  projectionist  at  the  Crystal, 
Vancouver,  in  1911  and  is  now  in  booth  of 
Vancouver  Capitol.  Has  three  children. 

Raymond  R.  Hansom — Born  in  Mountain 
View.  Was  usher  in  Vaucouver  Grand  in 
1908  and  has  been  projectionist  at  Vancouver 
Broadway  since  1913.  Has  son  overseas. 

Mrs.  Laura  Hackman — As  Laura  Wilson 
started  as  head  office  stenographer  for  Para- 
mount Theatres  in  1918  and  has  been  secre- 
tary to  Eastern  General  Manager  Morris 
Stein  for  years.  Recently  married  Harry 
Hackman  of  Detroit. 

William  Holden — Born  in  Halifax,  Eng- 
land. Became  operator  at  Maple  Leaf,  To- 
ronto, in  1910.  Is  projectionist  at  Beach, 
Toronto.  He  is  one  of  the  few  bachelors. 

Harold  Hitchinson — Born  in  Toronto,  be- 
came assistant  manager  of  the  Toronto 
Strand  in  1916  and  has  been  manager  of  18 
different  theatres  in  25  years,  the  latest 
being  the  Strand,  Hamilton.  He  is  reliring 
because  of  ill  health. 

A Native  Canadian 

William  E.  Kerr— Born  in  Toronto.  Is  as- 
sistant secretary  and  chief  accountant  at 
head  office.  Served  with  Canadian  artillery 
in  last  war. 

Mrs.  Annie  Johnstone — Born  in  New  West- 
minster, B.  C.  Started  in  Vancouver  Broad- 
way in  1916  and  is  still  cashier  there.  Is  a 
widow  with  one  son. 

Edwin  J.  Landsborough — Born  in  Milton, 
Ont.,  he  started  as  doorman  at  Temple,  Galt, 
later  becoming  manager  of  Regent  there  and 
is  still  in  charge  there  after  25  years.  Has 
three  children. 

James  H.  Leslie — Born  at  Moosomin.  Sask., 
he  became  doorman  at  Elite,  Regina,  in  1910, 
and  operator  at  Vancouver  theatres  in  1910. 
Now  at  the  Vancouver  Orpheum.  Has  one 
son. 

Edwin  John  “Jack”  Laver — Born  in  Ched- 
der,  England.  Entered  show  business  as  as- 
sistant manager  of  Toronto  Garden  in  1915. 
Managed  various  Toronto  houses  and  is  now 
at  the  Bloor.  Has  one  daughter  who  lives  in 
New  York. 

Tommv  Marsden — Born  in  Blackburn,  Eng- 
land. Started  at  old  Crvstal  Palace,  To- 
ronto. then  became  operator  at  Toronto  Re- 
gent in  1916  and  has  served  at  Toronto  Im- 
perial since  it  onened  in  1920.  Has  one  son. 

William  G.  More — Born  in  Victoria.  B.  C. 
Became  usher  at  Vancouver  Dominion  in 
1914  and  has  been  operator  at  Vancouver 
Canitol  for  some  time.  Has  one  son. 

Cecil  S.  Neville — Born  in  Leeds,  England. 
Started  as  booker  in  Vancouver  in  1913.  later 
becoming  treasurer  of  Vancouver  Capitol  and 
has  been  Famous  Players  booker  at  Van- 
couver for  years.  Has  one  child. 

Started  at  Regent  as  Usher 

Harry  Peer — Born  in  Guelph,  Ont.  Worked 
as  usher  and  projectionist  at  the  Regent 
there,  later  at  other  Guelph  houses,  and  is 
now  at  the  Palace.  Has  one  son. 

Archie  Prentice — Born  in  Glasgow.  Scot- 
land. Started  at  the  Toronto  Pantages,  now 
the  Imperial,  when  it  was  opened  in  1920. 
Then  went  to  the  Uptown  for  a while,  and 
now  is  back  in  charge  of  the  ImDerial  stage. 
Has  five  children,  with  one  son  overseas  with 
the  air  force. 

Charles  A.  Richards — Born  in  Langstaff, 
Ont.,  he  made  his  start  as  usher  in  Toronto 
Teck  in  1920  and  subsequently  was  in  local 
suburban  houses.  Has  one  daughter. 

John  Mack  Robertson — Born  in  Mother- 


Para't  lo  Produce 
Shorts  in  Canada 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

power  to  do  good,”  Keough  said.  “There  is 
rivalry  between  Famous  Players  and  others 
but  it  is  good  rivalry.” 

President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  as  master  of 
ceremonies,  extended  a welcome  to  members 
of  the  new  25  Year  Club  and  the  visitors 
and  announced  that,  subject  to  war  man- 
power controls  of  the  Dominion  government, 
the  company  would  add  a two-week  holiday 
with  pay  to  the  regular  vacations  each  year 
of  employes  with  25  years’  service  or  more 
with  Famous  Players.  In  addition  to  the 
diamond-studded  lapel  emblems  and  the 
presentation  of  a gold  watch  or  $100  war  bond 
to  each  charter  member,  which  he  described 
as  “tokens  of  service,”  there  were  souvenirs 
for  the  wives  “who  had  helped  their  hus- 
bands over  the  years.” 

“Fitz”  Tells  of  Early  Years 

Fitzgibbons  spoke  of  his  early  experiences 
with  Zukor  as  an  exhibitor  in  the  States, 
telling  humorously  that  Zukor  had  asked  $50 
a day  for  films  “and  paid  it.”  Fitzgibbons 
added,  “I  knew  if  I had  Paramount  pictures, 
I knew  I had  quality.” 

R.  W.  Bolstad,  vice-president  and  treas- 
urer of  Famous  Players,  gave  an  insight  into 
company  operations.  The  circuit  had  120,- 
000,000  patrons  in  1944;  the  total  revenue 
reached  $30,000,000  from  which  more  than 
$10,000,000  was  paid  in  taxes,  the  second 
largest  expenditure  being  $8,000,000  for  films. 
Over  $6,000,000  went  to  the  pay  roll  of  more 
than  4,000  employes,  more  than  $1,000,000 
was  spent  in  daily  and  weekly  newspaper 
advertising,  $2,500,000  otherwise  remained  in 
Canada  and  not  more  than  $5,500,000  or  17 
per  cent  went  out  of  the  country.  With  the 
help  of  the  charter  members  of  the  25  Year 
Club,  he  looked  with  confidence  to  the  next 
25  years  of  the  Canadian  company. 

As  a special  tribute  to  Paramount’s  “grand 
old  man,”  President  Fitzgibbons  graciously 
pinned  the  first  diamond  emblem  of  the  club 
on  the  coat  of  Zukor.  Accordingly  the  char- 
ter membership  virtually  was  increased  from 
27  employes  to  38,  the  western  veterans  of 
the  organization  being  honored  at  a similar 
dinner  in  Vancouver  a week  later. 


To  Write  "TheY  Dream  of  Home" 

Allen  Rivkin  is  set  to  write  the  screenplay 
for  the  next  Selznick  International  picture, 
“They  Dream  of  Home.” 


well,  Scotland.  He  is  manager  of  the  Capi- 
tol, Victoria,  B.  C.,  after  starting  as  a pro- 
jectionist at  the  Maple  Leaf,  Vancouver,  1910. 

George  E.  Robinson — Born  in  Toronto  and 
started  out  as  projectionist  at  the  local  Thea- 
torium in  1906  and  has  long  been  in  the 
Imperial  booth.  Has  two  children. 

William  James  Rossborough — Born  in  Lon- 
donderry, Ireland.  Started  his  career  as  a 
projectionist  at  the  Bonita,  Toronto,  and  is 
in  the  Palace  booth.  Remained  a bachelor. 

Peter  Sims — Glasgow,  Scotland,  was  his 
birthplace.  Joined  the  Toronto  Regent  back 
in  1916,  later  was  at  the  Strand  and  Shea’s, 
and  is  now  at  the  Palace,  Toronto.  Has  one 
son. 

James  T.  Sturgess — Born  in  Toronto  and 
started  in  the  booth  of  the  old  Crystal  Palace 
in  1911,  later  operating  in  the  Regent,  Up- 
town, Imperial  and  Shea’s  in  downtown  To- 
ronto. Has  one  son. 

Jack  Shaw — A native  of  Blackpool,  Eng- 
land, he  got  his  first  job  at  the  Toronto 
Variety  more  than  30  years  ago.  Went  to 
the  Pantages  when  it  opened  in  1920,  later 
to  the  Tivoli  and  is  now  doorman  at  the 
Toronto  Bloor.  Is  married. 
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"Tomorrow"  Fronts 
Vancouver  Revival 


Ontario  Showmen  Gird 
For  Fight  on  Tax  Move 


VANCOUVER — The  streetcar  strike  ended 
and  downtown  grosses  bounced  back  again 
to  above  normal.  “And  Now  Tomorrow’’  at 
the  Capitol  was  the  leader  and  it  was  held. 
“An  American  Romance”  at  the  Orpheum 
never  did  get  started;  “Prisoner  of  Zenda” 
had  a swell  week  at  the  Strand,  doing  bet- 
ter than  many  new  big  pictures.  “Kid  From 
Spain,”  another  reissue,  also  clicked  at  the 
Dominion.  The  Beacon  is  bringing  in  “Tars 
and  Spars”  with  Victor  Mature  next  week 
at  a $1.25  price  top. 

Beacon — Sergeant  Mike  (Col);  lights  oi 

Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep),  plus  vaudeville Good 

Capitol — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) Excellent 

Dominion — Kid  From  Spain  (PRC),  reissue; 

Filth  Avenue  Girl  (RKO)  Good 

Orpheum — An  American  Romance 

(M-G-M)  ..Below  average 

Plaza — Drums,  reissue; 

That  Hamilton  Woman,  reissue Very  nice 

Strand — Prisoner  oi  Zenda  (Alliance  reissue); 

Crime  By  Night  (WB) Good 

Vogue — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) Good 

Calgary  FPC  Jubilee  Activity 
Spurs  Local  Theatre  Trade 

CALGARY — Stimulated  by  the  extensive 
silver  jubilee  activity  carried  out  in  the 
dailies  on  the  air  and  in  department  stores 
under  arrangements  by  local  Famous  Players 
Canadian  managers  in  celebration  of  the 
25th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  FPC 
circuit,  theatre  patronage  was  excellent  here 
last  week. 

“Mrs.  Parkington”  closed  a holdover  en- 
gagement, enjoying  a record  business  up  to 
the  last  day  at  the  Capitol.  “Hollywood 
Canteen”  gave  evidence  of  doing  an  equal 
peak  business,  drawing  capacity  houses  in  its 
first  few  days.  The  only  big  rival  attraction 
was  hockey,  which  will  close  soon  and  give 
the  picture  palaces  a clear  field  until  the 


spring. 

Capitol — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) Very  good 

Grand — Three  Is  a Family  (UA) Very  good 

Palace — Heavenly  Days  (RKO); 

That's  My  Baby  (Rep).... Good 

Palace — Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M); 

Dark  Mountain  (Para)  Good 


Toronto  Grosses  Generally 
Are  Heavy;  "Canteen"  Strong 

TORONTO — Holdovers  continued  on  the 
screen  of  three  Toronto  ace  houses  for  the 
week  while  a reissue  brought  healthy  crowds 
to  two  other  theatres.  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” was  strong  during  its  second  week  at 
Shea’s  while  “And  Now  Tomorrow”  main- 
tained popularity  at  the  Imperial.  “Kismet” 
was  fair  in  its  second  stretch  at  Loew’s 
Yonge  Street.  “The  Prisoner  of  Zenda” 
brought  nice  crowds  to  both  the  Eglinton 
and  Tivoli  and  “The  Suspect”  at  Loew’s  Up- 
town had  above-average  attendance. 


(Average  is  100) 

Eglinton — The  Prisoner  of  Zenda  (Alliance) 100 

Imperial — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  2nd  wt 110 

Loew's — Kismet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 90 

Shea's — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 115 

Tivoli — The  Prisoner  of  Zenda  (Alliance) 100 

Uptown — The  Suspect  (Univ)  110 


Ban  Smoking  in  Halls 

TORONTO — Tightening  up  on  safety  regu- 
lations, the  fire  marshal’s  office  of  the 
Ontario  government  has  issued  instructions 
to  municipal  fire  chiefs  to  prohibit  smoking 
in  public  halls  during  bingo  games  and 
dances.  The  department  has  issued  “No 
Smoking”  signs  to  be  displayed  in  such  places 
and  civic  officials  have  been  instructed  to 
enforce  the  ban. 


Back  From  Trip  East 

VANCOUVER — Dave  Griesdorf,  Odeon  dis- 
trict manager,  returned  from  a month’s  trip 
east  during  which  he  visited  Toronto,  New 
York,  Winnipeg  and  Montreal. 


TORONTO — Exhibitors  of  Ontario  girded 
for  the  impending  amusement  tax  battle  with 
the  provincial  government  at  a mass  meet- 
ing in  the  Victoria  Theatre,  Toronto,  Janu- 
ary 24,  when  resolutions  were  adopted  con- 
demning the  proposed  measure  and  advo- 
cating formation  of  a general  committee  to 
guide  a protest  campaign.  There  were  246 
theatre  men  in  attendance  from  all  parts  of 
Ontario  and  they  represented  272  houses 
out  of  a total  of  420,  the  size  of  the  gather- 
ing suggesting  wide  opposition  to  the  return 
of  the  ten  per  cent  impost. 

The  rally  was  held  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  MPT  A of  Ontario,  with  President 
N.  A.  Taylor  as  chairman.  The  speakers  in- 
cluded President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  of  Famous 
Players;  H.  H.  Masters,  general  manager  of 
Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada;  S.  H.  Fleming 
of  the  Lincoln,  St.  Catharines;  Sam  Apple- 
baum  of  the  Palace,  New  Toronto;  Ray 
Lewis,  Avenue  and  Pylon,  Toronto;  Tom 
Naylor,  Capitol,  Woodstock;  Morris  Weiss, 
Colony,  Toronto;  Harry  Alexander,  Lands- 
downe,  Toronto;  L.  M.  Vicary,  Opera  House, 
Orillia;  Harry  Lester,  Bonita,  Toronto,  and 
Mayor  Graham  of  Kingsville.  One  of  those 
on  the  stage  of  the  theatre  was  Ben  Freed- 
man, representing  the  Ontario  council,  In- 
dependent Exhibitors  of  Canada,  while  Syd 
Taube  of  the  MPTA  of  Ontario  acted  as 
secretary. 

Must  Defend  Industry 

Taylor  declared  no  letter  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Provincial  Treasurer  L.  M.  Frost 
regarding  details  of  the  proposed  tax  which 
is  expected  to  be  included  in  the  budget  to 
be  brought  down  in  the  legislature  after  it 
convenes  at  Queen’s  Park  here  February  15. 

Fitzgibbons  pointed  out  the  exhibitors  were 
united  in  support  of  the  war  effort  “and 
we  are  not  going  to  fight  governments  but 
we  must  defend  the  important  business  we 
are  in.”  “We  are  an  important  part  of  com- 
munity life  and  well  within  our  rights  when 
we  say  we  oppose  the  tax,”  he  said.  “We  re- 
spect government,  we  respect  laws  and  we  are 
law-abiding.” 

Masters,  vice-president  of  the  MPTA  of 
Ontario,  outlined  a proposed  campaign  pro- 


Eighth  Loan  Trailer 
Set  for  20th-Fox 

Toronto — Preparations  are  already  un- 
der way  for  cooperation  of  the  Canadian 
film  industry  with  the  government  on  the 
Eighth  Canadian  Victory  Loan  campaign 
which  is  scheduled  for  April.  J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons, chairman  of  the  Canadian  mo- 
tion pictures  war  finance  committee,  has 
announced  that  arrangements  have  been 
concluded  for  the  production  of  an  offi- 
cial bond  drive  film  for  Canada  by  20th- 
Fox. 

Final  details  of  planning  were  worked 
out  with  Vice-President  Tom  Connors 
and  William  C.  Gehring,  western  and 
Canadian  sales  manager.  The  latter,  is  a 
former  Toronto  film  executive.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  the  picture  will  be  directed 
by  Darryl  Zanuck  and  considerable  tal- 
ent of  high  calibre  will  be  appearing  in 
the  short. 

Paramount  and  Warner  Bros,  produced 
the  campaign  films  for  recent  bond-sell- 
ing drives  in  the  Dominion. 


gram  as  drawn  up  by  the  directors  of  that 
association  and  said,  “The  public  does  not 
want  the  tax  and  the  public  will  win  the 
issue  for  us.”  Masters  suggested  a method 
to  finance  the  organized  protest,  which 
should  include  advertising,  publicity,  can- 
vassing, speakers  at  service  clubs  and  meet- 
ings, radio  broadcasts,  literature,  interviews 
with  members  of  the  provincial  cabinet  and 
legislature  and  postcards  of  protest. 

Regarding  the  possibility  of  interference 
by  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board 
through  the  prospect  of  raising  pegged  ad- 
mission prices  to  cover  the  Ontario  tax,  Fitz- 
gibbons expressed  the  view  the  federal  gov- 
ernment was  not  interested.  Legally,  it  would 
be  an  education  tax  on  attendance  at  places 
of  amusement,  the  proposed  levy  being  in- 
tended as  revenue  for  a school  subsidy,  and 
it  might  not  be  classed  as  an  admission  tax. 
The  province  could  compel  the  theatres  to 
collect  the  tax  from  the  public.  It  had  been 
learned  that  opposition  leaders  in  the  legis- 
lature were  in  opposition  to  the  tax  proposal. 

Blow  to  Small  Towns 

Theatre  men  in  smaller  communities  said 
the  small  town  exhibitor  would  be  hit  by  the 
Ontario  levy  which  will  be  in  addition  to 
the  federal  wartime  tax  of  20  per  cent  on 
theatre  revenue.  Large  property  owners  in 
small  towns  were  not  the  ones  who  attended 
local  theatres  and  would  not  contribute  to 
the  new  tax  while  being  relieved  of  a por- 
tion of  their  property  taxation,  they  asserted. 
The  small  wage  earner  would  suffer. 

The  meeting  delegated  power  to  organize 
the  protest  campaign  to  the  directorates  of 
the  MPTA  of  Ontario  and  the  Ontario  coun- 
cil, Independent  Exhibitors  of  Canada,  as  a 
general  committee. 

The  MPTA  directors  are  N.  A.  Taylor,  H.  M. 
Masters,  E.  D.  Warren  of  Aurora,  H.  Freed- 
man, Harry  Alexander,  J.  Garbarino,  Morris 
Stein,  M.  A.  Milligan,  Mayor  Floyd  Rum- 
ford  of  Forest,  W.  A.  Summerville  and  Sam 
Fine.  They  represent  circuit  companies  and 
individual  theatres. 

Films  at  Park  in  Halifax 
Scheduled  for  Summer 

HALIFAX — Open-air  pictures  are  to  be 
presented  at  the  Dingle  in  Fleming  Park, 
starting  in  May.  The  sponsor  is  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Martin,  who  operates  the  canteen  at 
the  Dingle.  The  project  has  been  approved 
by  the  city  council  with  the  stipulation  that 
the  outdoor  theatre  be  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  city  parks  committee.  The 
show,  intended  especially  for  service  men, 
will  run  all  summer.  Mrs.  Martin  is  now 
buying  projection  and  sound  equipment, 
chairs,  screen,  etc.  Fleming  Park  thus  will 
be  the  first  park  in  the  Atlantic  provinces  to 
show  pictures,  although  in  pre-first  world 
war  years,  several  of  the  parks  offered  vaude- 
ville programs. 

Two  Vancouver  Papers 
Hike  Theatre  Ad  Rates 

VANCOUVER — The  two  local  newspapers, 
the  Sun  and  Province,  have  increased  their 
amusement  advertising  rates  from  12  to  18 
cents  an  agate  line.  Theatres  simultaneous- 
ly reduced  the  space  they  use  in  both  pa- 
pers. Advertising  rates  do  not  come  under 
wartime  price  ceilings.  The  increase  brings 
the  price  to  $2.52  a column  inch. 
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U.  S.  Survey  of  the  Canadian  Trade 


WASHINGTON— The  U.S.  department  of 
commerce  has  made  public  a survey  of  the 
Canadian  motion  picture  industry  prepared 
by  Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief  of  the  depart- 
ment’s motion  picture  unit.  The  survey  was 
based  on  data  gathered  by  H.  M.  Bankhead 
of  the  American  embassy  in  Ottawa,  mostly 
from  official  reports  Dominion  agencies  have 
made  public  in  the  last  year. 

The  survey  asserts  that  of  the  686  fea- 
tures released  in  Canada  in  1943,  557  were 
produced  in  U.S.,  97  in  Great  Britain  and 
32  in  other  countries. 

“There  is  no  production  of  feature  films 
in  Canada  due  to  the  impossibility  of  realiz- 
ing on  the  investment  necessary  for  a return 
from  the  local  market  of  1,269  theatres  in 
the  country,”  the  survey  states. 

Gross  1943  Receipts  $52,567,989 

Boxoffice  receipts  in  1943  for  the  1,269  the- 
atres in  Canada  were  $52,567,989.  Dominion 
and  provincial  amusement  taxes  totaled  $13,- 
351,361.  The  net  gross  was  $39,176,628.  In 
addition,  there  were  99  traveling  operators 
throughout  the  provinces,  and  their  total  take 
amounted  to  $308,557. 

Reports  from  the  87  exchanges  distributing 
films  to  the  theatres  in  Canada  show  re- 
ceipts in  1943  of  $15,163,355  from  rentals.  The 
per  capita  expenditure  for  film  entertain- 
ment in  Canada  has  risen  from  $2.70  in  1936 
to  $5.61  in  1943.  This  increase,  particularly 
since  the  advent  of  the  war,  has  been  at- 
tributed to  a number  of  causes.  Among  these 
are  population  increases  in  urban  centers  due 
to  concentration  of  war  industries;  increase 
in  earnings;  gasoline  shortage;  rationing  of 
liquor,  which  has  sharply  decreased  social 
gatherings,  and  the  large  number  of  people 
who  were  formerly  occasional  visitors  to  the- 
atres and  who  have  now  become  regular  pa- 
trons. It  is  also  estimated  in  the  report  that 
for  1944  there  would  be  a further  increase 
of  3 per  cent  in  the  per  capita  expenditure. 

The  report  states  that  audience  reactions 
in  Canada  to  feature  films  are  identical  with 
those  in  the  U.S.  Most  Canadians  are  sim- 
ilar to  the  Americans  in  their  tastes,  ideas 
and  modes  of  life. 

French  Product  Serious  Competition 

The  report  states  that  too  much  flagwav- 
ing  in  American  product  and  lack  of  recog- 
nition, particularly  in  the  newsreels,  to  the 
efforts  of  the  Canadian  and  British  forces 
in  fighting  the  war,  are  resented  by  the 


Canadians.  This  feeling  is  found  again  and 
again  in  the  report  on  audience  reaction  to 
American  films  in  such  cities  as  Toronto, 
Vancouver,  Winnipeg,  Montreal  and  Halifax. 

The  only  serious  competition  to  American 
product  in  Canada  is  film  footage  made  in 
France  before  the  war,  which  was  popular 
with  audiences  in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
75  per  cent  of  which  is  French-Canadian. 
Some  houses  which  cater  particularly  to  these 
patrons  are  still  showing  old  French  films. 
Recently  U.S.  companies  entered  the  market 
with  films  dubbed  into  French,  and  they 
have  been  doing  well.  The  report  states  that 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  a market  for  Amer- 
ican films  dubbed  in  French  as  long  as  they 
are  available. 

There  are  no  child  film  audiences  in  Que- 
bec. Children  under  16  years  of  age  are  not 
permitted  to  attend  motion  picture  perform- 
ances in  theatres,  whether  accompanied  by 
an  adult  or  not.  Legislation  covering  this 
point  was  passed  several  years  ago  after  a 
fire  in  a theatre  caused  the  deaths  of  a 
number  of  children.  The  likelihood  is  the 
law  will  stand  for  some  time  to  come. 

Film  Board  Is  Explained 

An  industry  of  considerable  importance 
both  in  its  present  operations  and  in  what  it 
augurs  for  the  postwar  future  has  come  into 
being  as  a governmental  agency.  This  is  the 
National  Film  Board  of  Canada,  operated  by 
the  Canadian  government.  It  was  established 
in  1939  under  the  National  Film  Act  to  co- 
ordinate the  needs  of  all  government  depart- 
ments, and  produce  films  of  informational 
and  educational  content  for  both  theatrical 
and  nontheatrical  release.  Several  commer- 
cial firms  make  films  for  private  sponsors 
and  do  a considerable  amount  of  work  for 
the  National  Film  Board. 

During  1943-44,  the  board  produced  about 
350  films.  Included  were  one-  and  two-reel 
informational  shorts  both  in  color  and  black- 
and-white,  newsreel  items,  newsclips,  ani- 
mated cartoons,  industrial  films,  training 
films  and  film  communiques  for  the  armed 
forces.  The  industry  in  Canada  cooperates 
to  assure  these  films  the  widest  possible  dis- 
tribution. The  bulk  of  this  production  is 
nontheatrical  16mm  films,  distributed  outside 
theatres.  The  films  go  to  schools,  churches, 
universities,  adult  education  groups,  service 
clubs  or  any  organization  that  wants  them. 

For  the  distribution  of  these  films,  the  Na- 
tional Film  Board  has  several  important  cir- 


cuits. Included  in  these  are  90  rural  circuits 
in  the  smaller  centers  throughout  Canada. 
The  programs  play  to  400,000  persons 
monthly.  Films  are  on  such  topics  as  agri- 
culture, industry,  geography,  health,  nutri- 
tion and  a variety  of  other  subjects.  Also 
shown  are  16mm  revisions  of  theatrical  films, 
released  six  months  after  opening  date. 

NFB  Operates  40  Circuits 

The  board  operates  40  industrial  circuits  in 
about  1,200  war  plants  and  other  industrial 
establishments  throughout  the  country.  It  is 
estimated  that  an  average  monthly  audience 
of  about  300,000  workers  see  films  on  acci- 
dent prevention,  industrial  output,  labor- 
management  relations  and  other  subjects. 

Another  distribution  outlet  are  the  trades 
union  circuits.  The  board  conducts  400  shows 
monthly  for  about  50,000  trades  union  and 
workers  educational  association  members. 
Films  are  similar  in  content  to  those  screened 
for  the  industrial  workers.  In  addition,  there 
are  organized  40  regional  film  libraries,  where 
films  may  be  rented  for  a small  fee.  Volun- 
teer projection  services  organized  by  the  Ki- 
wanis  International  and  Junior  Boards  of 
Trade  are  important  in  the  task  of  distribu- 
tion of  the  board’s  films. 

The  NFB  also  maintains  offices  in  New 
York,  Chicago,  Washington  and  Los  Angeles, 
as  well  as  supplying  films  for  the  needs  of 
the  various  Canadian  consuls  and  trade  com- 
missioners in  the  U.S.  Offices  are  also  main- 
tained in  London  through  which  16mm  dis- 
tribution is  handled.  Canadian  consuls  and 
trade  commissioners  in  the  rest  of  the  Eng- 
lish-speaking world  distribute  both  the  the- 
atrical and  nontheatrical  16mm  films  of  the 
board. 

For  foreign  distribution,  the  National  Film 
Board  has  made  versions  of  their  films  in 
Spanish  and  Portuguese.  These  are  distrib- 
uted throughout  Latin  America,  again  with 
the  aid  of  the  consuls  and  the  trade  com- 
missioners. In  addition,  the  board  exchanges 
films  and  information  pertaining  to  produc- 
tion and  distribution  with  Russia  and  China. 

Of  interest  is  the  report  on  the  activities 
of  the  99  itinerant  operators  throughout  Can- 
ada during  1943.  Of  these,  88  said  that  they 
had  used  16mm  equipment,  and  the  remain- 
worked  a total  of  9,331  days,  had  820,389 
admissions,  and  reported  $230,404  in  receipts. 
The  35mm  men  operated  for  a total  of  1,562 
days,  had  230,676  admissions  and  took  in 
$78,153. 

The  report  states  that  the  field  for  edu- 
cational and  informational  films  will  develop 
into  an  important  market  in  Canada  in  the 
postwar  era,  particularly  in  schools  and  fac- 
tories. The  larger  institutions  are  already 
equipped  with  16mm  equipment,  and  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  market  for  educational  sub- 
jects is  held  to  be  a relatively  simple  task. 
The  experience  gained  in  the  use  of  films 
for  the  training  of  military  personnel  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  industrial  concerns, 
arid  many  plants  are  using  films  to  teach 
workers  all  phases  of  their  jobs. 

Winnipeg  Grosses  Are 
Big  With  Holdovers 

WINNIPEG — Business  was  good  here  with 
four  holdovers  at  the  end  of  the  week.  Two 
were  first  run  films,  while  the  others  were 
reissues.  At  the  Capitol,  Harold  Bishop  did 
exceptionally  well  with  “Mrs.  Parkington.” 
At  the  Garrick,  Sim  Rost  entered  the  third 
week  with  “Abroad  With  Two  Yanks.”  The 
reissues  were  at  the  Lyceum  where  Manager 
Harry  Gray  had  excellent  returns  on  “Sign 
of  the  Cross,”  and  at  the  Dominion  where 
Manager  O.  Noel  found  paydirt  with  a double 
bill  composed  of  “Imitation  of  Life”  and 
“Destry  Rides  Again.”  Another  first  run 
house  which  found  reissues  paying  off  is  the 
Rialto  where  Manager  Tom  Pacey  opened 
with  a double  consisting  of  “Here  Comes  Mr. 
Jordan”  and  “You  Belong  to  Me.” 


SEE  NAVY  PLANE  FILM — Canadian  naval  officers  and  women  members  of 
the  force  attended  a private  screening  of  “The  Fighting  Lady”  at  the  20th-Fox 
Toronto  exchange. 
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£Jrey  Sharpe  of  the  Sharpes  Theatre  Equip- 
^ ment  Co.,  Calgary,  was  here  on  a holiday, 
evidently  a busman’s,  for  he  was  seen  calling 
on  the  trade  here  . . . Gordon  Lightstone, 
general  manager  for  Paramount  in  Canada, 
stayed  over  for  the  FPC  anniversary  party. 
“For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  will  be  released 
here  in  March  at  regular  admission  prices, 
he  announced. 

Ralph  Calladine,  who  sold  out  his  theatre 
interests  to  Odeon  circuit,  was  in  last  week. 
No  new  plans,  Calladine  announced  . . . The 
recent  Rotary  “Ice  Carnival,”  which  netted 
$22,352,  was  the  most  successful  to  date.  The 
gross  revenue  from  the  four-day  show  was 
$43,481. 

Jimmy  Patterson  back  after  attending  the 
20th-Fox  New  York  sales  meeting  . . . Gor- 
don Snyder  has  been  demobilized  from  the 
air  force  after  long  service  and  is  back  on 
his  old  job  at  the  head  office  of  Odeon 
Theatres  here. 

Ed  Taylor,  production  manager  of  Van- 
couver Motion  Pictures,  Ltd.,  for  the  past 
four  years,  has  returned  to  Hollywood  to 
resume  production  work.  While  here  Taylor 
directed  major  sequences  for  several  of  the 
Canada  Carries  On  series,  including  “The 
Road  to  Tokyo”  and  “Banshees  Over  Cana- 
da” and  three  films  for  the  ARP.  He  also 
directed  “Apple  Valley,”  “Salmon  Run”  and 
“Coffee  for  Canadians.”  Leon  Shelly  is 
managing  director  of  Vancouver  MP. 

Win  Barron,  publicity  director  for  Para- 
mount, was  a visitor  recently  from  head- 
quarters at  Toronto.  Barron  is  also  the  Cana- 
dian commentator  for  the  Dominion  issue  of 
Paramount  News  . . . Edward  Passmore,  84, 
father  of  Bill  Passmore,  operator  of  the 
Royal  at  Moose  Jaw,  died  recently.  Burial 
was  at  La  Fletch,  Sask. 

It  is  expected  the  ban  on  theatre  equip- 
ment will  be  eased  during  1945.  Seats,  car- 
pets and  air  cooling  systems  are  needed. 
There  also  is  a short  of  colored  lamps  for 
marquees.  Many  houses  are  badly  in  need 
of  remodeling  but  cannot  get  the  green  light 
from  the  control  board.  Manpower  still  is 
a problem. 

A pension  plan  for  employes  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  has  been  drawn  up 
it  is  reported,  and  awaits  similar  move  in 
the  States  . . . Larry  Grey  burn,  formerly 
with  the  Capitol,  Regina,  is  now  in  France 
with  the  air  force. 

The  Saskatchewan  government  has  revised 
license  fees  for  public  halls.  In  urban  cen- 
ters the  license  has  been  raised  from  $2 
yearly  to  IV2  cents  per  square  foot  per  year, 
which  will  take  $100  for  the  larger  ones.  In 
villages  or  rural  districts  the  fee  has  been 
hiked  to  $5  a year  from  $1  . . . The  Odeon 
Theatre,  Trail,  B.  C.,  closed  for  eight  months, 
is  expected  to  reopen  if  and  when  seats 
arrive. 

James  Fairley,  projectionist  at  the  Em- 
press in  Vernon,  who  disappeared  a short 
time  ago,  was  found  several  days  later  in 
Penticton  and  was  taken  to  a hospital  at 
Vernon  suffering  from  a nervous  breakdown 
. . . All  the  exchanges  releasing  newsreels 
had  trouble  meeting  release  dates  because 
of  the  grounding  of  planes  across  the  Do- 
minion. The  theatres  just  held  on  to  their 
old  reels  until  the  planes  arrived. 

Leo  Devaney,  general  manager  for  RKO  in 
Canada,  was  a visitor,  beaming  in  pleasure 
over  business  in  the  west. 


British  Columbia 
Receipts  Decline 

VANCOUVER — Theatre  attendance  in 
British  Columbia  has  declined  five  to  ten 
per  cent  in  the  last  year,  according  to  re- 
ports from  circuit  executives,  indicating  that 
the  war  peak  has  been  passed. 

In  the  last  few  weeks  receipts  were  off  as 
much  as  25  per  cent  as  a result  of  cutbacks 
in  war  production  programs  and  the  de- 
parture of  16,000  troops  from  the  province. 

Attendance  in  the  downtown  houses  was  off 
30  per  cent  from  average  during  the  strike 
which  affected  this  city,  Victoria  and  New 
Westminster.  Bank  clearings  dropped  $2,000,- 
000  during  the  week  of  the  strike. 

Montreal  Sees  Thrilling 
Story  of  Great  Span 

MONTREAL— United  States  Steel’s  “Bridg- 
ing San  Francisco  Bay,”  a spectacular  motion 
picture  story  of  one  of  the  world’s  greatest 
engineering  achievements,  has  now  been  re- 
leased for  showings  in  Canada  by  the  United 
States  Steel  Export  Co.  with  offices  in  Mon- 
treal, Toronto  and  Windsor. 

The  magnificent  bridge  linking  the  city  of 
San  Francisco  with  Oakland  and  nearby  resi- 
dential communities  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  bay,  was  built  by  the  American  Bridge 
■Co.,  a subsidiary  of  USS.  Eight  miles  in 
length,  the  bridge  crosses  the  longest  stretch 
of  major,  navigable  water  yet  spanned.  It 
consists  of  twin  suspension  spans,  a tunnel, 
a cantilever  span,  and  through  truss  and  deck 
truss  spans  and  approaches. 

The  upper  deck  is  56  feet  wide  and  provides 
six  lanes  for  automobile  and  bus  traffic.  The 
lower  deck  provides  three  lanes  for  truck 
traffic  and  two  standard-gauge  tracks  for 
interurban  cars.  The  twin  suspension  spans, 
bridging  nearly  two  miles  of  deep  water,  are 
the  largest  ever  built  and  required  the  deep- 
est foundations  ever  undertaken. 

Huge  towers,  two  of  which  rise  519  feet 
above  water  level,  support  the  cables  from 
which  the  bridge  decks  are  suspended,  ac- 
cording to  the  picture.  The  concrete  founda- 
tion under  one  of  these  towers  goes  224  feet 
below  water  level.  The  foundations  and 
tower  are  equivalent  in  height  to  a 60-story 
office  building. 

The  sinking  of  the  foundations  of  the  tow- 
ers, erecting  the  towers,  laying  the  catwalks, 
spinning  the  cables,  hoisting  the  huge  steel 
sections  from  barges,  and  the  construction 
of  the  cantilever  span  are  shown  in  the  film. 

United  States  Steel  Export  Co.  through  its 
office  in  Montreal  will  arrange  bookings  of 
the  film,  without  charge  for  technical,  in- 
dustrial and  educational  groups. 

Tubman  Refutes  Poor  Film 
Complaints  at  Ottawa 

OTTAWA — Complaints  from  readers,  pub- 
lished in  the  Ottawa  Journal,  regarding  the 
allegedly  poor  quality  of  programs  at  local 
theatres  resulted  in  the  issuance  of  a formal 
reply  by  T.  R.  Tubman,  president  of  the 
eastern  division  of  the  MPTA  of  Ontario,  in 
which  he  stated:  “Ottawa  takes  second  place 
to  no  other  city  or  town  in  Canada  in  the 
quality  of  films  shown  on  its  screens,”  add- 
ing that  the  writers  were  entirely  in  error 
in  saying  that  high-class  productions  were 
being  diverted  to  other  places. 

Regarding  the  complaint  that  “For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls”  and  “The  Song  of  Berna- 
dette” had  not  been  seen  here,  Tubman 
placed  the  blame  on  the  Wartime  Prices 
and  Trade  Board  of  the  government  which 
imposed  restrictions  making  the  release  of 
special  price  pictures  impossible  in  Canada. 
The  films  will  be  seen  later  at  regular  prices. 


TORONTO 


Ceaman  A1  Duguid  of  the  navy  and  former 

assistant  manager  of  Shea’s  here,  wrote 
to  Manager  Fred  Trebilcock  from  London 
following  a visit  to  the  Trocadero  to  en- 
close a theatre  program  of  February,  1936,, 
dedicated  to  Quentin  MacLean,  solo  organist 
at  Shea’s  who  had  played  in  London  for  some 
time  before  coming  to  Canada.  Members 
of  the  Trocadero  staff  asked  to  be  remem- 
bered to  him. 

Frank  Meyers,  chief  booker  of  Exhibitors 
Booking  Ass’n  and  20th  Century  Theatres,  is 
seriously  ill  at  his  home  in  Leaside.  From 
a Toronto  hospital  has  come  a report  that 
M.  A.  Milligan,  former  general  manager  of 
Paramount  Film  Service  and  now  a theatre 
owner,  is  showing  improvement  after  a seri- 
ous illness  . . . Clair  Hague,  Canadian  rep- 
resentative of  Universal,  has  returned  to 
his  desk  after  several  weeks’  illness. 

Jack  Chisholm  of  Associated  Screen  News 
directed  the  shooting  of  colored  moving  pic- 
tures of  the  Famous  Players  25th  anniversary 
dinner  in  Toronto  and  then  proceeded  to 
Vancouver  to  make  a similar  film  record  of 
the  birthday  dinner  there  January  30  . . . 
Ken  Craig,  transferred  from  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Capitol,  St.  Catharines,  to  the 
Tivoli,  Hamilton,  was  past  president  of  the 
Kinsmen  Club  in  the  former  city  and  had 
completed  a term  as  secretary  of  the  Na- 
tional Ass’n  of  Kinsmen  Clubs  of  Canada. 
Vern  Hudson,  who  took  over  the  St.  Cath- 
arines Capitol,  had  just  completed  a year 
as  president  of  the  Rotary  Club  at  Guelph 
where  he  had  been  manager  of  the  Royal  for 
several  years. 

Miss  Bea  Shapiro  of  Esquire  Films  was 
hostess  at  a special  screening  of  “My 
Learned  Friend”  for  representatives  of  vari- 
ous organizations  and  the  press  January  26 
in  the  Monogram  Little  Theatre. 

There  are  15  projectionists  among  the  37 
charter  members  of  Famous  Players  25  Year 
Club,  signifying  that  a proportionately  high 
number  of  men  in  the  booth  have  been  with 
the  chain  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
in  1920  ...  In  giving  the  history  of  local 
theatres  in  a four-page  news  section  for 
Famous  Players’  diamond  jubilee,  the  Cana- 
dian Observer  of  Sarnia,  Ont.,  told  of  the 
Empire  where,  it  was  pointed  out,  the  pro- 
prietors were  Morris  Stein,  now  eastern  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  chain,  and  his  father. 
This  was  prior  to  the  last  war  and  the  seat- 
ing capacity  of  the  theatre  was  146. 


Plan  Shippigan  Theatre 

SHIPPIGAN,  N.  B.— A partnership  has 
been  formed  by  Eldon  Jones  and  Hedard 
Robichaud  for  the  construction  and  operation 
of  a picture  theatre.  Work  is  likely  to  be 
started  on  the  foundation  in  the  early  spring. 
The  seating  capacity  will  be  about  450. 
Jones  is  a member  of  a fish  canning  and 
processing  firm  in  Shippigan,  and  Robichaud 
is  formerly  of  Shediac.  Shippigan  has  been 
without  a theatre,  and  the  inspiration  for 
the  new  one  is  a boom  in  the  fisheries. 
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Ontario  Censors  Eye 
Hays  Ban  on  Film 

TORONTO — Rejection  of  the  British  film, 
"Fanny  by  Gaslight,”  for  exhibition  in  the 
United  States  by  the  Hays  office  in  New  York 
has  aroused  interest  among  trade  officials  in 
Canada  because  of  the  fate  of  several  Brit- 
ish features  in  recent  years  at  the  hands  of 
the  Ontario  board  of  moving  picture  censors 
and  the  sharp  comment  of  the  Ontario  cen- 
sor chairman  with  respect  to  the  tone  of 
some  British-made  productions  in  the  past. 

Over  a period  of  three  war  years,  for 
which  complete  Ontario  government  reports 
are  available,  six  features  were  rejected  by 
the  provincial  board  and  five  of  these  were 
of  British  origin,  although  the  number  of 
United  States  films  were  greatly  in  excess 
of  the  quantity  from  England. 

In  his  annual  report  of  Apr.  1,  1943,  Chair- 
man O.  J.  Silverthorne  of  the  Ontario  cen- 
sors stated  with  respect  to  certain  films  from 
Britain  that  they  did  “not  meet  with  the 
tastes  or  requirements  of  the  theatregoing 
public  of  Ontario.  The  board  is  satisfied 
that  the  manner  in  which  morality  was  treat- 
ed in  the  rejected  subjects  would  be  unac- 
ceptable in  this  province.  We  are  indeed 
sorry  again  to  mention  this  condition  as  still 
existing  in  British-made  film.  However,  it 
is  true.” 

Chairman  Saw  Improvement 

The  following  year  Chairman  Silverthorne 
touched  upon  the  subject  of  British  films  in 
more  favorable  manner,  however,  declaring, 
“It  is  becoming  evident  that  the  British  mo- 
tion picture  industry  is  preparing  for  a 
prominent  place.  Production  values  com- 
parable with  those  from  the  United  States  are 
almost  a certainty  and  the  content  of  the 
film  will  be  such  as  to  win  over  American 
and  Canadian  audiences.  It  is  very  likely 
that,  in  a short  time,  there  will  be  many 
first-rate  British  films  in  our  leading  the- 
atres.” In  the  year  covered  by  that  report 
there  had  been  no  rejection  of  any  feature, 
either  from  Britain  or  Unitd  States. 

The  annual  report  for  1942  showed  that 
the  Ontario  board  had  condemned  two  Brit- 
ish and  one  American  feature.  Out  of  84 
British  productions,  16  were  altered,  com- 
pared with  87  altered  films  out  of  a total 
of  1,967  features  and  shorts  from  the  U.S. 

Chairman  Silverthorne  reported  in  1943 
that  three  British  features  had  been  rejected 
while  no  U.S.  subject  had  been  condemned. 
Sixteen  of  60  British  features  were  approved 
after  alterations  while  60  of  1,874  U.S.  pic- 
tures were  altered.  In  the  year  ending  April 
1,  1944,  the  Ontario  censors  ordered  revision 
of  17  out  of  80  British  features  and  altered 
56  of  1,767  releases  from  the  U.S. 

With  respect  to  “Fanny  by  Gaslight,”  it  is 
understood  that  this  feature  is  not  yet  avail- 
able in  Canada  and  is  not  on  the  1944-45 
releasing  schedule  of  a distributing  company 
in  the  Dominion.  There  is  a possibility  that 
this  feature  will  be  offered  in  Canada  in  due 
course. 

Ontario  Board  Is  Guide 

The  latest  British  production  to  reach  the 
screen  in  Canada  is  “Champagne  Charlie” 
which  had  its  premiere  at  the  Toronto  Holly- 
wood during  the  first  week  of  1945.  This  re- 
lease was  approved  by  the  Ontario  board  of 
censors  after  some  study,  it  is  understood, 
but  there  has  been  no  official  word  that  de- 
letions were  ordered  because  the  board  does 
not  give  information  regarding  action  on 
any  particular  picture. 

The  attitude  of  the  Ontario  board  is  im- 
portant in  Canada  because  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  theatres  is  located  in  the  province 
and,  if  a film  is  condemned  in  Ontario,  it  is 
rarely  submitted  to  the  censor  in  any  other 


province,  for  business  and  other  reasons. 
The  viewpoint  of  the  Ontario  board  does 
not  govern  the  action  of  any  other  provin- 
cial censor.  Quebec  censors,  particularly, 
have  standards  of  their  own,  influenced 
somewhat  by  religious  considerations,  which 
are  not  found  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country.  But  the  word  of  the  Ontario  board 
is  often  more  or  less  a guide  for  possibilities 
elsewhere. 

There  are  film  censors  in  eight  of  the 
nine  Canadian  provinces  and,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  a release  is  first  submitted 
to  the  Ontario  office.  Five  years  ago  the 
Ontario  board  placed  a blanket  ban  on  Soviet 
pictures  and  this  meant  that  Russian  films 
were  practically  out  of  the  Canadian  market 
as  a whole.  This  prohibition  was  subsequent- 
ly raised  and  Soviet  pictures  returned  to  the 
Canadian  screen. 

Columnist  Compares  Films 
Of  Britain,  U.S.,  Russia 

VANCOUVER — “Newspapers  say  British 
film  makers  are  going  to  make  a strong  bid 
for  a larger  share  of  the  Canadian  market,” 
writes  Elmore  Philpott  in  the  Vancouver 
Sun,  “and  that  L.  W.  Brockington  will  have 
a hand  in  that.  Soviet  films  are  now  also 
coming  into  Canada  regularly.  Canadians 
should  benefit  as  a result. 

“Several  Canadian  cities  recently  had  the 
opportunity  to  compare  good  Hollywood 
films  with  the  best  from  Britain  and  Rus- 
sia. It  happened  that  'Frenchman’s  Creek,’ 
'This  Happy  Breed’  and  ‘They  Met  in  Mos- 
cow’ were  running  side  by  side. 

“ ‘Frenchman’s  Creek’  is  good  entertain- 
ment by  any  standard.  Of  course  the  North 
American  code  of  censorship  cuts  out  the 
actual  love-making  scenes,  which  are  near 
the  heart  of  this  story.  But  the  action  is 
so  fast,  and  the  scenery  so  beautiful,  that 
few  will  kick  at  that.  Even  the  small  boy 
can  get  his  fill  of  furious  hand-to-hand 
fighting  and  handsome  pirates. 

Contrast  Is  Marked 

“The  contrast  between  the  Hollywood  color 
production  and  the  British  and  Russian  pic- 
tures is  marked. 

“ ‘This  Happy  Breed’  is  no  masterpiece, 
but  it  is  a first  class  picture.  It  is,  I think, 
an  accurate  and  true  portrayal  of  lower 
middle-class  life  in  England  in  the  generation 
ham-sandwiched  between  the  wars.  Even  the 
appalling  futility  of  the  social  drift,  pic- 
tured by  Coward,  may  be  unintentionally 
symbolic. 

“Good  British  films  show  up  best  in  hon- 
esty of  characterization.  By  purely  technical 
standards,  Hollywood  has  it  over  its  com- 
petitors like  a tent.  But  mostly  the  pictures 
lack  reality.  The  best  British  pictures  do 
show  you  people  of  whom  you  say  to  your- 
self, ‘That’s  just  like  so  and  so.’ 

“Russian  pictures  are  now  coming  in  fre- 
quently enough  so  that  we  can  size  them 
up.  There  is  a general  pattern  which  runs 
through  them  all. 

“Moscow  won’t  go  in  for  glamour — so 
there  is  a deliberate  and  complete  rejection 
of  what  Hollywood  considers  the  best  tricks 
of  the  trade.  But  there  is  a vitality,  pan- 
tomime and  good  clean  fun. 

“The  leading  lady  in  ‘They  Met  in  Mos- 
cow’ is  Marina  Ladynina.  If  Hollywood  had 
her  they  would  call  her  something  like  the 
Blonde  Bombshell.  They  would  show  her 
in  at  least  a few  shots  in  full  color  in  a 
nightie  or  bathing  suit.  For  this  lassie  has 
what  it  takes  to  launch  a thousand  ships. 
Also  a voice  like  a nightingale.” 


In  Dress  Goods  Firm 

VANCOUVER — Ben  Plottel,  former  Em- 
pire-Universal manager  at  Winnipeg,  is  now 
a partner  with  his  brother  Ernest  in  Tra- 
ceys, Ltd.,  a quality  dress  good  shop. 


ST.  JOHN 


gooked  into  the  Strand  here  for  a one- 
week  run,  “Hollywood  Canteen”  stayed  two 
weeks.  A three-day  encore  was  followed  by 
still  another  . . . “Hail  the  Conquering  Hero” 
was  held  over  an  additional  three  days  after 
finishing  three  days  at  the  Garrick,  Halifax. 

“Double  Indemnity”  was  given  No.  2 spot 
in  the  advertising  for  a dual  at  the  Mayfair 
here  which  gave  No.  1 to  a reissue,  “Pardon 
Us,”  a Laurel  and  Hardy  comedy  of  ancient 
vintage  . . . Jimmy  McGarrigle,  a pioneer 
exhibitor  now  out  of  the  trade,  has  received 
news  from  a son  Gus  that  the  latter  is  back 
in  New  York  after  being  hospitalized  in  Italy. 
He  was  wounded  twice  in  the  left  arm  and 
once  in  the  face  and  was  awarded  a Purple 
Heart.  He  was  with  the  U.S.  army. 

Manager  Ernie  Hatfield  of  the  Yarmouth 
Capitol  hosted  school  children  at  a special 
matinee  . . . Manager  A1  Foster  of  the  Com- 
munity is  chairman  of  a committee  present- 
ing an  ice  show  in  Yarmouth  for  the  pub- 
lic library.  Foster  recently  read  a paper  to 
the  Kiwanis  Club  explaining  the  great  and 
active  role  played  by  the  picture  industry  in 
the  war. 

Mayor  Jack  Lloyd,  Halifax,  prepared  a 
special  letter  congratulating  Famous  Play- 
ers on  its  25th  anniversary,  emphasizing  the 
war  work  of  the  company.  FPC  has  donated 
the  Halifax  Capitol  for  Sunday  shows  for 
service  men  . . . The  Odd  Fellows  Hall  at 
Kingston,  N.  S.,  is  to  be  remodeled  into  a 
theatre  by  the  local  lodge.  A first  financing 
step  will  be  a drawing  on  a grand  piano. 
The  seating  capacity  will  be  about  500. 
Whether  rental  will  be  to  an  exhibitor,  or 
the  lodge  will  go  into  direct  operation,  has 
not  been  disclosed. 

F.  Roy  Sumner,  who  was  partner  of  Fred 
W.  Winter  in  the  Capitol  and  Empress  at 
Moncton,  N.  B.,  for  many  years  until  the 
recent  purchase  of  the  two  theatres  by 
Odeon-Rank-Garson  combination,  has  long 
headed  one  of  the  leading  hardware  firms 
of  the  maritimes  at  Moncton.  Winter  orig- 
inally was  a partner  of  the  late  Alex  Torrie. 

Censor  Asserts  Banned 
Picture  Is  Innocuous 

TORONTO — The  withdrawal  from  theatre 
circulation  in  Canada,  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  of  “Balkan  Powder  Keg,”  a 
National  Film  Board  release,  led  to  a state- 
ment by  O.  J.  Silverthorne,  chairman  of 
the  Ontario  board  of  moving  picture  censors, 
in  which  he  described  the  short  as  an  in- 
nocuous film.  He  admitted,  however,  that  he 
had  recalled  the  picture  for  review  after 
he  had  received  one  complaint  about  its 
content  but  no  further  action  had  been 
taken  by  the  board.  Several  revisions  were 
made  when  the  picture  was  first  inspected 
but  he  did  not  give  details  of  the  deletions 
in  accordance  with  usual  censorship  policy. 

“It  was  just  a conglomeration  of  old  news 
reels,”  Silverthorne  declared,  with  reference 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  picture  by  the  Do- 
minion government.  “Practically  all  news- 
reels are  controversial  but  I would  not  with- 
hold a picture  for  that  reason.  In  any  event, 
I would  hate  to  withhold  a picture  that  had 
been  released  by  the  national  film  board  in 
wartime.” 

There  has  been  a rumor  that  the  film  was 
called  back  by  the  Canadian  government  on 
representations  from  a foreign  power. 


Dialog  Director  for  "Kiss" 

Former  stage  actor,  Eddie  Philips,  has  been 
signed  as  dialog  director  for  Columbia’s  “Kiss 
and  Tell.” 


96 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  3,  1945 


Omaha  Pupils  Like 
Visual  Education 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

OMAHA — A cross-section  of  Omaha’s  pub- 
lic school  pupils  have  voiced  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  an  expansion  in  the  field  of  visual 
education. 

Reaction  of  the  pupils  was  disclosed  at  the 
conclusion  of  a week’s  series  of  demonstra- 
tions in  visual  education  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Wit- 
tich  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Wittich 
pointed  out  that  it  is  “possible  to  bring 
everything  into  the  classroom”  with  visual 
education.  “Space  and  time,”  he  said,  “are 
no  limitations.” 

“Visual  education  can  teach  with  more 
clarity  and  stick-to-it-iveness  than  can  be 
gained  in  any  other  way.  I could  learn 
complex  material  through  movies  in  about 
one-eighth  the  time  required  in  learning  it 
from  a text  book. 

“The  children  would  rather  study  more 
if  they  had  a movie  every  day  to  study.” 

Pupil  comments  included: 

“Someone  said  a picture  is  worth  a 
thousand  words  and  this  proves  it.” 

“When  I read  something  about  a man  I 
remember  it,  but  only  after  reading  it  many 
times.  When  I see  it,  I can  remember  it 
much  better  and  also  understand  it  much 
quicker.” 

Montreal  Critic  Selects 
"Demetrio"  as  Best 

MONTREAL — Opinions  vary  as  to  the  best 
films  of  1944,  and  Canadian  opinion  does 
not  always  follow  the  various  American  polls. 
Herbert  Whittaker,  who  reviews  films  for 
Montreal  Gazette,  lists  the  following  as  in 
his  iview  the  ten  best  films  of  the  past  year: 
“San  Demetrio,  London,”  “Lifeboat,”  “The 
Purple  Heart,”  “Home  in  Indiana,”  “Voice 
in  the  Wind,”  “Going  My  Way,”  “Hail  the 
Conquering  Hero,”  “The  Seventh  Cross,” 
“Thunder  Rock”  and  “Lost  Angel.” 

“San  Demetrio,  London”  and  “Thunder 
Rock”  are  British  films.  As  runnersup, 
Whittaker  suggested:  “Battle  of  Russia,” 
“Tunisian  Victory,”  “Gaslight,”  “Dragon 
Seed,”  “Madam  Curie,”  “Cover  Girl,”  “Up  in 
Arms,”  “Miracle  of  Morgan’s  Creek”  and 
“San  Diego,  I Love  You.”  Whittaker  re- 
cently interviewed  Rupert  Caplan,  CBS 
supervisor  of  production,  regarding  his  tour 
of  television  studios  in  the  United  States, 
and  elicited  the  opinion  that  “to  be  a pro- 
ducer in  television,  one  must  be  slightly 
mad  to  begin  with.” 

ZaSu  Pitts  Will  Appear , 

In  a Winnipeg  Play 

WINNIPEG— ZaSu  Pitts,  fluttering  film 
comedienne,  will  appear  here  in  person  to 
play  the  lead  in  the  Broadway  comedy,  “Kiss 
and  Tell”  which  will  be  presented  by  the 
Hamilton  Attractions  at  the  Playhouse  in 
February. 

This  will  be  the  latest  in  the  series  of 
stage  plays  and  musicals  which  are  being 
offered  here  by  George  Hamilton,  well  known 
in  the  western  fairs  circuit  for  many  years. 
Already  presented  here  have  been  “Othello,” 
with  Paul  Robeson,  Uta  Hagen  and  Jose 
Ferrar;  “Good  Night  Ladies,”  with  Wynne 
Gibson  and  John  Hubbard;  “Life  With 
Father,”  with  Carl  Benton  Reid;  “Sons  O’ 
Fun,”  with  Marty  and  Joe  May  and  June 
Johnson,  and  “Naughty  Marietta.” 


Howard  Boothe  East 

VANCOUVER — Howard  Boothe,  Odeon 
circuit  supervisor,  has  gone  east  to  confer 
with  office  heads  in  Toronto  and  visit 
Montreal. 


CALGARY 


t*  H.  Wells,  general  director  of  the  Canadian 
Film  Board  of  Trades,  Toronto,  was  guest 
of  honor  at  a dinner  given  in  the  Palliser 
Hotel  by  the  Calgary  Film  Board.  Redge 
Dodderidge  of  RKO  presided,  with  all  ex- 
change managers  present.  Wells  discussed 
various  film  problems  and  pending  policies 
with  the  local  board. 

Ken  Leach,  associate  of  the  Faipous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.;  Jack  Randall,  manager 
of  the  Capitol,  and  W.  Lacey  of  the  Variety, 
went  high,  wide  and  handsome  in  the  spread 
for  the  Canadian  circuit’s  silver  jubilee  cele- 
bration here.  Special  advertisements  ran 
daily  for  a week  in  the  newspapers,  start- 
ing off  with  full  page.  Radio  announcements, 
window  displays  in  the  department  stores  and 
cooperative  advertisements  from  some  larger 
advertisers,  kept  up  the  interest  all  week  in 
motion  pictures. 


Fortune  in  Title  Change 
To  "Murder,  My  Sweet" 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

MINNEAPOLIS — In  his  column  in  the 
Sunday  Tribune,  Bob  Murphy,  film  editor, 
explained  how  “Farewell,  My  Lovely”  came 
to  have  its  title  changed  after  its  first  week 
at  the  Orpheum  here  to  “Murder,  My  Sweet” 
when  it  played  the  local  Lyric,  its  second 
week.  This  was  the  film’s  first  engagement 
and  Audience  Research  made  the  “want- 
to-see”  test  to  determine  which  title  would 
draw  more  patrons  here. 

Under  the  changed  title,  he  says  the  in- 
cidence went  from  62  to  75,  a healthy  in- 
crease, meaning  that  under  its  new  name 
the  picture  might  be  expected  to  do  a gross 
of  some  $300,000  more  than  if  the  original 
title  had  been  retained. 


Bill  Grant  Appointed  PRC 
Manager  at  Vancouver 

VANCOUVER— Bill  Grant,  former  booker 
for  Regal  Films  at  Calgary,  has  become 
manager  of  the  local  PRC  office. 


Hunts  Club  Quarters 

TORONTO — The  ways  and  means  com- 
mittee which  is  organizing  a Variety  tent 
in  Toronto,  the  first  for  Canada,  is  en- 
gaged in  a survey  of  downtown  premises  for 
permanent  club  quarters,  this  being  a requi- 
site for  the  application  to  national  head- 
quarters for  a charter.  The  scarcity  of  suit- 
able premises  has  hampered  the  search  but 
it  is  understood  that  a place  will  be  ob- 
tained in  a large  hotel. 


Costumes  in  Pageant 

TORONTO — Costumes  from  Paramount’s 
“Frenchman’s  Creek”  were  modeled  by  so- 
ciety women  of  Toronto  in  a pageant  con- 
ducted for  one  week  in  the  T.  Eston  Co. 
department  store  under  auspices  of  the  Unit 
Auxiliaries  Ass’n  in  conjunction  with  after- 
noon teas,  the  proceeds  being  donated  to 
war  charities. 


Roles  in  “Federal  Operator  99" 

Martin  Lamont  and  Helen  Talbot  have 
been  cast  for  principal  roles  in  Republic’s 
“Federal  Operator  99,”  chapter  film.  Other 
assignments  were  handed  George  Lewis,  Lor- 
na  Gray  and  Earle  North. 


Law  Lords  Permit 
Juke  Box  Appeal 

MONTREAL — The  judicial  committee  of 
the  privy  council  in  London  has  allowed  the 
appeal  of  Vigneux  Bros.  & Rae  Restaurants, 
Ltd.,  Toronto,  against  a judgment  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Canada  restraining  them 
from  infringing  on  the  copyright  of  the  Cana- 
dian Performing  Right  Society  by  playing 
the  song,  “Star  Dust,”  on  a juke  box. 

The  case,  regarded  as  a test  case  concern- 
ing copyright  of  music  reproduced  in  public 
places  by  a coin  phonograph,  was  decided 
when  the  committee,  presided  over  by  Lord 
Maugham,  ruled  that  Canadian  supreme 
court  and  exchequer  court  of  Canada  orders 
should  be  discharged.  The  Performing  Right 
Society  must  pay  costs  of  the  appeal  to  the 
privy  council. 

Considerable  amusement  was  evinced  by 
the  law  lords  last  November  when,  during 
a two-day  hearing  at  which  judgment  was 
reserved,  counsel  for  the  appellants,  ex- 
plained what  a “juke  box”  was. 

CBC  Chief  Explains  Stand 
On  Horror-Type  Programs 

MONTREAL — Addressing  a meeting  of 
CBC  officials,  Dr.  Augustin  Frigon,  general 
manager,  stated  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  CBC  to  take  thriller  or  horror  pro- 
grams off  the  air. 

“Any  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  CBC 
is  ordering  private  stations  not  to  renew 
contracts  involving  certain  of  these  programs 
is  not  correct,”  he  said.  The  CBC  is,  of 
course,  against  any  program  which  tends  to 
upset  the  emotional  equilibrium  of  both 
children  and  adults  by  excessive  stimulation 
of  the  nervous  system  but  the  corporation’s 
policy  will  continue  to  be,  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past,  to  point  out  such  excesses  and  ask 
sponsors  and  producers  to  cooperate  in  their 
elimination. 

With  regard  to  television  Frigon  made  it 
clear  that  he  had  not  meant  to  give  the 
impression  that  this  type  of  broadcasting 
would  not  be  available  to  the  general  pub- 
lic for  another  15  or  20  years.  However,  he 
did  feel  that  it  would  be  some  time  before 
it  would  be  ready  for  the  public  to  the  extent 
that  the  present  system  of  network  broad- 
casting is  now  available  to  almost  every 
home  in  Canada. 

Frigon  said  that  the  CBC  had  obtained  a 
site  in  Toronto  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a television  station,  and  he  added  that  other 
stations  would  be  established  across  Canada 
in  due  time.  He  repeated  a statement  he 
had  made  previously  that  CBC  would  make 
sure  that  Canada  would  have  a satisfactory 
television  service  as  soon  as  possible. 

Man  Seized  After  Trying 
To  Open  a Theatre  Safe 

HALIFAX — The  Garrick  Theatre  safe  con- 
tained about  $500  when  a safecracker  tried 
to  open  it  early  one  morning  recently.  The 
noise  attracted  the  attention  of  the  police- 
man on  the  beat.  The  intruder  was  chased 
over  a series  of  roofs  and  arrested  when 
he  sprained  an  ankle  in  leaping  from  a 
window  to  the  ground.  The  man  gave  the 
name  of  George  Patterson,  29,  of  Winnipeg, 
Man.,  and  a merchant  sailor. 

Halifax  theatre  safes  have  been  targets 
for  thieves  in  recent  years.  The  biggest  haul 
was  for  $5,500  from  the  Capitol  safe  several 
years  ago.  This  continues  unsolved. 

Manager  Pat  Hanifen  of  the  Garrick,  who 
is  79,  responded  promptly  to  the  3 a.  m.  call 
to  open  up  the  FPC  theatre  for  the  police. 
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Detroit  Censors  Do 
Little  Film  Cutting 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

DETROIT — Activity  of  the  Detroit  police 
censor’s  squad,  under  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Sny- 
der, showed  the  total  footage  of  films  cut 
for  censorship  reasons  at  only  3,840  for  1944; 
8,000  feet  less  than  a year  ago.  There  were 
two  short  subjects  totally  rejected  compared 
to  three  for  1943. 

“Eliminations  have  reached  the  point 
where  they  are  insignificant  in  comparison 
with  a few  years  ago,”  Snyder  said. 

“One  reason  for  this  is  the  war.  The  direc- 
tors are  putting  out  pictures  that  they  know 
will  really  go  over,  in  view  of  the  shortage 
of  film. 

“For  another  thing  the  industry  has  de- 
voted a lot  of  time  and  effort  to  the  produc- 
tion of  technical  films  for  the  army  and 
other  services.  They  have  learned  the  care 
necessary  in  making  a technical  film  and 
they  are  putting  that  experience  in  to  the 
production  of  better  entertainment  pictures. 

“Greater  care  in  production  will  always 
eliminate  censorship  difficulties,”  he  added. 

Thirteen  theatre  fronts  were  banned  or 
revamped,  compared  to  six  for  1943,  and 
seven  cuts  were  made  in  vaudeville  shows, 
compared  to  eight  in  1943.  Considerably 
greater  activity  in  connection  with  love 
scenes  was  reported,  partly  as  a result  of 
the  increase  of  the  censorship  squad  from 
two  to  six  men,  and  the  addition  of  new 
duties,  including  book  censorship. 

Five  types  of  foreign  films  were  reviewed 
during  the  year,  including  the  following 
footage: 


Russian  178,000 

French  17,000 

Italian  15,000 

Polish  9,000 


Total  feet  219,000 


These  figures  show  a striking  drop  from 
prewar  days  when  the  total  was  five  to 
seven  times  as  great. 

At  that  time,  15  or  more  language  films 
were  regularly  reviewed  by  the  censor  but 
the  war  has  eliminated  nearly  all  foreign 
language  shows.  These  has  been  a great 
increase  in  Russian  pictures  which  almost 
disappeared  a few  seasons  ago.  The  Cinema 
Theatre  is  taking  a solid  diet  of  Artkino 
product  at  the  present  time. 

English  language  productions  showed  a 
slight  increase  over  1943,  which  was  the 
lowest  figure  in  a decade.  Totals  showing 
the  way  total  footage  of  both  foreign  and 
English  films  have  dropped  were  compiled 
from  censor’s  reports  for  the  past  eight 
years.  (All  figures  are  of  footage  reviewed) ; 


Year  English  Foreign  Total 

1937  4,891,000  1,077,000  5,968,000 

1938  4,172,000  1,561,000  5,733,000 

1939  4,460,000  1,238,000  5,698,000 

1940  4,359,000  1,070,000  5,429,000 

1941  4,757,000  630,000  5,387,000 

1942  4,332,000  297,000  4,629,000 

1943  4,010,000  204,000  4,214,000 

1944  4,060,000  221,000  4,281,000 


Plans  Are  Going  Forward 
For  Toronto  Variety  Club 

TORONTO — Preparations  are  going  for- 
ward here  for  the  establishment  of  a Va- 
riety Club  tent,  the  first  branch  of  its  kind 
in  Canada. 

It  has  been  reported  that  President  J.  J. 
Fitzgibbons  of  Famous  Players  is  slated  to 
become  chief  barker  because  of  his  personal 
knowledge  of  the  association’s  program;  Paul 
L.  Nathanson,  president  of  General  Theatre 
Corp.,  assistant  chief  barker;  Oscar  R.  Han- 
son, secretary,  and  Ben  Okun,  head  of  Bilt- 
more  Theatres,  Ltd.,  treasurer. 


OTTAWA 


Quite  a crowd  of  eastern  Ontario  exhibitors 
^ attended  the  mass  meeting  in  Toronto  to 
protest  the  proposed  revival  of  the  amuse- 
ment tax  in  Ontario.  Among  them  were 
T.  R.  Tubman,  Capitol;  Fred  Robertson, 
Mayfair;  Steve  McManus,  Elgin,  all  of  Ot- 
tawa; C.  G.  Markel,  Palace  and  Capitol, 
Cornwall;  Larry  Ritza,  Ottawa  Valley  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Renfrew;  Sam  Fingold,  Roxy,  Corn- 
wall; J.  Delaney,  Delaney,  Gananoque;  F. 
Miley,  Granada,  Napanee,  and  a delegation 
from  the  Kingston  theatres. 

Present  at  the  meeting  from  northern 
Ontario  were  M.  Caplan,  Uptown  and  Strand, 
Kirkland  Lake;  Frank  Fera,  Stan  Andrews 
and  J.  Kurk  from  three  Sudbury  theatres; 
A1  Hartshorn,  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  W.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Massey  and  Espanola;  Jack  Nel- 
son, Capitol,  North  Bay;  Tom  Porter,  Gore 
Bay;  A.  E.  Rolston,  Little  Current,  and  Mrs. 
Billsborough,  Odeon,  Capreol. 

Manager  Gordon  Beavis  of  the  Centre  here 
reported  “Hollywood  Canteen”  went  over  well 
during  an  engagement  which  was  extended 
to  four  weeks,  a near  record  for  the  city  . . . 
The  Dominion  government  took  no  imme- 
diate action  to  enforce  a “brownout”  or  to 
close  places  of  amusement  in  eastern  Can- 
ada to  conserve  the  coal  supply,  similar  to 
the  orders  from  the  U.S.  government.  In 
the  first  place  practically  all  electricity  is 
generated  from  water  power  through  elab- 
orate hydroelectric  systems  and,  secondly,  the 
government  has  been  carrying  on  a cam- 
paign since  Hast  September  to  conserve  fuel 
and  to  take  early  delivery  of  coal. 


Film  Trades  Head  Fights 
Hike  in  Censor  Fees 

VANCOUVER— Eddie  Wells,  head  of  the 
film  boards  of  trade  throughout  the  Domin- 
ion, was  a visitor  to  Vancouver  recently. 
He  conferred  with  the  censor  board,  fire 
marshal,  inspector  of  theatres  and  visited 
Regina  with  Leo  Devaney,  RKO  general  man- 
ager. Wells  held  a meeting  with  J.  D.  Wil- 
liams, minister  of  labor  in  the  Saskatchewan 
government,  regarding  the  rumor  that  the 
Saskatchewan  censor  board  will  be  moved  to 
Regina.  At  present  they  sit  with  the  Mani- 
toba censors  in  Winnipeg  which  means  quite 
a saving  to  the  distributors  on  express  charges. 
It  also  was  reported  that  the  Saskatchewan 
government  is  thinking  of  increasing  censor 
fees  from  $2  to  $4  per  reel.  The  minister  was 
noncommittal,  Wells  said.  At  present  all 
Saskatchewan  theatres  are  serviced  from 
Winnipeg  and  Calgary,  but  there  is  a new 
party  in  power  in  Saskatchewan. 


United  Amusement  Offers 
A SI ,250,000  Bond  Issue 

TORONTO — United  Amusement  Corp.,  an 
affiliate  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
has  offered  a $1,250,000  first  mortgage  bond 
issue  with  varying  maturing  dates  of  from 
Feb.  1,  1946,  to  Feb.  1,  1965,  through  W.  C. 
Pitfield  & Co.  and  Wood,  Gundy  & Co., 
Toronto  investment  houses. 

A block  of  $800,000,  due  in  1965,  bears  the 
highest  rate  of  interest  at  4 per  cent,  the 
short-term  bonds  having  coupons  from  2% 
to  3V2  per  cent. 

This  offer  is  announced  as  a refunding 
issue,  United  Amusement  having  given  notice 
recently  of  the  redemption  of  all  five  per  cent 
first  mortgage  20-year  series  A bonds  on 
February  1,  plus  a premium  and  accrued  in- 
terest to  that  date. 


Insurance  for  Staff 
Anniversary  Gift 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

NEWARK,  OHIO— In  celebration  of  the 
16th  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  thea- 
tre, all  employes  of  the  Midland  Theatre 
here  recently  were  given  paid-up  life  insur- 
ance policies  for  $1,000.  Employes  of  the  Shea 
circuit’s  companion  house  here,  the  Audi- 
torium, received  the  same  gift. 

Dale  Tysinger,  Midland  manager,  an- 
nounced the  gift  by  the  circuit.  The  theatre 
v/as  opened  Dec.  20,  1928,  under  management 
of  E.  J.  Hiehle,  now  manager  of  all  Shea 
theatres  in  Zanesville. 

Next  manager  of  the  two  theatres  was 
Frank  V.  King,  who  enlisted  in  the  naval  re- 
serve after  Pearl  Harbor.  He  was  followed 
by  John  Woodward  who  is  with  Shea  in 
Zanesville  and  Tysinger  is  the  fourth  man- 
ager at  the  house. 

Three  of  the  Midland  employes  have  been 
with  the  theatre  since  its  opening  day.  They 
are  Carl  Lippincott,  in  charge  of  booth  and 
stage  equipment;  Harry  Cranston  and  Law- 
rence Camp,  projectionists,  and  Mrs.  Mar- 
guerite Drennan,  cashier. 

Others  on  the  staff  are  Henry  Froelich, 
Russell  Ferry,  and  Leslie  Grove,  projection- 
ists; Peggy  Cranston,  Alma  Thomas  and 
Dwella  Touvell,  cashiers,  and  Catherine  Coad, 
secretary.  Clyde  Franklin  is  doorman. 

Two  ASN  Men  Back  at  Jobs 
From  Air  Force  Service 

MONTREAL — Flying  Officer  Tony  Har- 
greaves and  Sgt.  Howard  Hamilton  are  the 
first  Associated  Screen  News  staff  members 
to  complete  service  in  the  armed  forces  and 
return  to  their  civilian  occupations.  Approxi- 
mately 25  per  cent  of  the  company  staff  is 
serving  in  some  branch  of  the  services,  many 
of  them  in  photographic  work  overseas. 

Hargreaves  had  been  with  the  Canadian 
air  force  for  more  than  four  years.  Much  of 
that  time  he  was  attached  to  fighter  squad- 
rons flying  Spitfires  and  Mustangs  overseas. 
A month  after  D-Day  he  was  shot  down 
over  France  and  was  looked  after  by  the 
underground  until  invasion  forces  freed  him. 
Wounded,  he  came  back  to  Canada  and  re- 
cently obtained  his  discharge.  He  returned 
to  Associated  Screen  studios  here  where  he 
is  employed  in  camera  work  on  title  and 
animation  stands  by  the  art  department. 

“Ned”  Hamilton  served  three  and  a half 
years  with  the  air  force,  a large  part  of  that 
time  as  pilot  engaged  in  navigation  instruc- 
tion at  air  observer  schools  in  Canada.  Im- 
mediately following  his  recent  discharge,  he 
returned  to  the  Associated  Screen  laboratory 
in  the  inspection  department. 

Council  Lists  Films  Okay 
For  Juvenile  Patronage 

TORONTO — The  Toronto  Home  and  School 
Council,  of  which  Mrs.  J.  H.  Couke  is  vis- 
ual convener,  has  issued  an  official  list  of 
current  moving  pictures  which  are  consid- 
ered suitable  for  juveniles  of  eight  years  and 
older.  The  endorsed  films: 

Adventures  of  Mark  Twain,  The  Canterville  Ghost, 
Home  in  Indiana,  The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,  Lassie 
Come  Home,  The  Great  Mr.  Handel,  Going  My 
Way,  See  Here,  Private  Hargrove,  Henry  Aldrich, 
Boy  Scout,  Up  in  Arms,  The  Sullivans,  Since  You 
Went  Away,  Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay, 
Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,  Target  for  Today,  Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo,  Winged  Victory,  Can't  Help 
Singing,  Minesweeper,  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling, 
Bathing  Beauty  and  Rationing. 

Coming  pictures  that  are  listed  as  recom- 
mended include  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a Sol- 
dier,” “The  Three  Caballeros,”  “Tomorrow 
the  World,”  “Wilson,”  “A  Song  to  Remem- 
ber” and  “Son  of  Lassie.” 
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RADIO  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 


RCA  VICTOR  DIVISION  • CAMDEN,  N.  J. 


^^^trong  has  made  it  possible  for 
even  the  most  modest  theatre  to  have  the  utmost  in  projection 
lighting.  As  the  only  projection  arcs  manufactured  complete 
within  one  factory.  Strong  lamps  can  be  so  engineered  as  to 
guarantee  the  best  screen  results.  They’re  sold  by  the  better 
independent  theatre  supply  dealers.  The  Strong  Electric 
Corporation,  87  City  Park  Avenue,  Toledo  2,  Ohio.  The 
World’s  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Projection  Arc  Lamps. 
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Cooperation  Pays 


Prompt  redesigning  of  projector  carbons  to  war- 
time needs  became  essential,  after  Pearl  Harbor.  Long 
years  of  research  and  manufacturing  experience  en- 
abled National  Carbon  Company  not  only  to  make 
the  needed  changes  at  once,  but  also  to  produce 
’'National”  carbons  that  gave  virtually  the  same 
screen  brilliance  as  before. 

Aiding  us  was  the  welcome  technical  cooperation 
of  exhibitor,  projectionist,  and  lamp  manufacturer. 
Throughout  the  many  months  of  war,  this  coopera- 
tion has  "paid  off”  for  all  concerned. 

Of  special  importance  is  the  "dividend”  paid  off 
to  the  war  effort  by  the  enormous  quantities  of  cop- 
per saved  through  recovery  of  copper  drippings  and 
stripping  of  copper  from  carbon  stubs. 

Because  of  all  these  cooperative  efforts,  patrons 
have  overflowed  theaters  everywhere  for  the  benefi- 
cial relaxation  of  good  movies. 

Keep  Your  Eye  on  the  Infantry  . . . 

the  Doughboy  Does  It! 

The  registered  trade-mark  "National"  distinguishes  products 
of  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY, 


Unit  of  U nion  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 


EH 


INC. 


General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

Division  Sales  Offices:  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Dallas,  Kansas  City,  New  York,  Pittsburgh, 
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Television 


From  its  early  development  to  that  of  the  present 
day,  Rauland’s  engineering  staff  has  kept  pace  in 
readiness  for  the  green  light  that  will  signalize 
Television's  premier  in  America's  theatres  from  coast 
to  coast.  The  variety  and  range  of  the  Television 
tubes  shown  on  this  page  portray  the  scope  of 
Rauland  preparedness.  Forward-looking  exhibitors 
will  find  these  engineering  accomplishments  a val- 
ued factor  in  helping  them  win  public  acclaim  and 
patronage  in  the  new  entertainment  era  to  come. 


One  of  the  important  qualities  which  determines  the 
usefulness  of  the  tube  in  a given  application  is  its  light 
flux  density  ( measured  in  candlepower ) per  micro- 


ampere beam  current.  The  range  for  tubes  shown  runs 
from  .05  to  A candlepower  per  microampere,  while  the 
useful  beam  current  ranges  up  to  3000  microamperes. 


DIRECT-VIEWING  ELECTROMAGNETICALLY  FOCUSED  AND  DEFLECTED  TUBES 

Short  12"  tube,  showing  a 9"  tube,  showing  a 

9V2" riJVx"  picture  7Jfe"  x 5V2"  picture 


Short  15"  tube,  showing  a 
13"x  10"  picture 


Electrostatically  focused  and 
deflected  12"  tube,  showing 
a fW*.  7Vi"  picture 


PROJECTION  TUBES  FOR  THE  HOME 
IMAGE  SIZE  UP  TO  24"x18" 

For  Refractive  Optics  For  Reflective  Optics 
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Projection  tube  for  theatre  use, 
projecting  20'  x 15'  pictures 
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Electroneering  is  our  business 

THE  RAULAND  CORPORATION  • CHICAGO  41,  ILLINOIS 

Buy  War  Bonds  and  Stamps!  Rauland  employees  are  still  investing  10%  of  their  salaries  in  War  Bonds 
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Since 


All  those  qualities  you  have  wanted 
in  a projector  are  yours  in 


today’s  MONOGRAPH— 


Although  it  is  impossible  to  produce  enough 
Motiograph  Projectors  and  Mirrophonic  Sound 
Systems  to  meet  current  demands,  we  are 
taking  care  of  those  most  in  need  of  equip- 
ment. 

Plant  facilities  have  been  trebled  during  the 
past  two  years,  however,  and  peacetime  pro- 
duction will  greatly  exceed  any  Motiograph 
schedule  since  1896,  with  absolutely  no  re- 
laxation of  the  celebrated  craftsmanship  that 
has  made  Motiograph  famous.  Superb  per- 
formance, long  life,  moderate  initial  cost,  and 


low  maintenance  cost  have  made  Motiograph 
the  outstanding  name  in  projection. 

Models  of  Motiograph-Mirrophonic  Sound 
Systems,  each  guaranteeing  the  utmost  in 
lifelike  reproduction,  are  available  for  every 
requirement. 

Your  Motiograph  Dealer  will  be  glad  to  tell 
you  all  about  this  equipment,  or  you  may 
obtain  literature  describing  Motiograph  Pro- 
jectors and  circular  L72  on  Mirrophonic  Sound 
Systems  by  writing  MOTIOGRAPH 


1896 


4431  West  Lake  Street 


Chicago  24,  Illinois 
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a Mere  Repair  Routine 

The  word  "maintenance"  has  become  so  commonly  used  in  reference 
to  the  physical  upkeep  of  theatre  buildings  and  their  equipment  that  :rnany 
exhibitors  and  managers  are  liable  to  misunderstand  and  restrict  its  meaning 
to  just  that  — and  no  more.  - ■ 

Maintenance  literally  covers  a multitude  of  sins  in  theatre  management 
and  we  may  use  the  verb  "covers"  literally  because  it  controls  practically 
every  phase  of  profitable  theatre  operation. 

The  mechanical  upkeep  of  a theatre  for  sake  of  appearance,  safety  and 
all  that  relates  to  the  best  possible  presentation  of  pictures  under  the  most 
comfortable  conditions  is  basically  important,  of  course;  but  good  theatre 
maintenance  extends  far  beyond  the  familiar  repair  routine. 

Related,  of  course,  is  the  matter  of  sustaining  and  increasing  wherever 
possible  the  appreciative  interest  and  goodwill  of  the  public.  Whatever  tends 
to  accomplish  this  in  any  manner  comes  under  the  heading  of  maintenance, 
or  good  theatre  management,  if  you  please. 

The  act  may  be  the  simple  or  perhaps  substantial  provision  of  some 
new  idea  or  "wrinkle"  in  public  service,  such  for  instance  as  a colorful  new 
door  mat  for  the  entrance — a noticeable  provision  for  the  safety  of  patrons; 
an  entirely  new  front  for  the  house,  with  improved  facilities  for  the  display 
of  current  and  coming  events.  Or,  the  act  of  smart  maintenance  may  not 
relate  to  anything  mechanical,  but  rather  to  a change  of  policy  or  the  adop- 
tion of  some  new  idea  in  exploitation  or  goodwill  sales  promotion. 


The  Effect  of  Winter’s  Wear 

and  Tear  and  How  to  Correct  It 22 

by  Hanns  R.  Teichert 


However,  the  real  crux  of  theatre  maintenance  and  the  over-all  meaning 
that  will  have  to  be  given  it  from  here  on  and  far  into  the  postwar  period 
will  be  the  maintenance  of  theatre  earning  power. 


* 

Here's  Something  ( we  can  do) 

for  Our  Boys  Overseas ...24 

by  The  Conductor 
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Plans  must  be  made  and  put  into  effect  as  quickly  as  possible  to  fore- 
stall any  probable  falling  off  of  theatre  boxoffice  receipts  after  the  war  ends. 
Such  plans  should  include  not  only  provisions  for  the  common  run  of  theatre 
improvements  needed  after  four  years  of  scant  maintenance.  There  should 
be  strong  consideration  of  adding  new  attractions,  new  services  and  'extra 
income-bearing  facilities  that  serve  to  increase  patronage,  but  more  impor- 
tantly to  reduce  the  ever-increasing  overhead  costs  of  theatre  operation. 


Many  such  features  may  be  added  to  our  present  theatres  through  mod- 
ernization. Thus  they  may  become  multiple-enterprises 
in  modified  form,  but  nevertheless  highly  effective  in  sus- 
taining the  movie-going  habit  and  therefore  in  main- 
taining the  profits  of  theatre  operation. 


Service-Jf^luS  j~^rouidion3  for 


the  Maintenance  of  Good  Will 


N THIS  publication’s  nearly  twelve 
years  of  existence,  we  have  lauded  many 
new  theatres.  Yet  these  very  theatres,  built 
only  a decade  or  less  ago,  and  which  we  so 
proudly  hailed  then  as  the  very  epitome  of 
modernity,  are  going  to  be  the  very  ones 
which  will  require  prompt  attention  from 
the  remodeling  and  rehabilitation  stand- 
point in  the  early  postwar  era. 

They  are  still  too  fine  and  functional  to 
be  abandoned  or  even  neglected,  yet  they 
will  fall  far  short  of  the  demands  for  ef- 
ficiency and  beauty  when  the  new  postwar- 
planned  theatres  are  erected.  They  are  go- 
ing to  require  virtually  the  same  degree  of 
planning  as  the  new  houses  in  order  to 
keep  pace. 

At  the  present  time,  many  operators  of 
existing  theatres  are  putting  their  plans  for 
remodeling  and  additions  to  the  property 
into  the  hands  of  architects  and  designers. 
Some  even  have  gone  so  far  as  to  accom- 
plish minor  changes  which  could  be  made 
without  interference  to  the  war  effort  and 
its  related  shortages  and  restrictions. 

Tired  Theatres 

All  theatres,  it  seems  to  us,  are  in  great 
need  of  attention  from  the  standpoint  of 
being  somewhat  worn-out  over  this  war 
period.  Refurbishing  in  some  form  or  an- 
other is  going  to  be  necessary  for  any 
theatre  which  is  expected  to  operate  eco- 
nomically and  profitably  in  the  postwar 
era.  Undoubtedly  many  of  the  oldest 
houses  will  be  torn  down  and  rebuilt  or  at 
least  completely  remodeled  as  to  both  ex- 
terior and  interior. 

These  as  well  as  the  theatres  built 
within  the  past  decade  can  be  made  prac- 
tically as  efficient  and  attractive  as  newly 
built  houses  if  the  job  is  handled  in  a 
masterly  fashion  by  a skilled  architect  who 


by  HELEN  KENT 


will  adapt  his  design  for  remodeling  to  the 
latest  and  best  equipments  and  furnish- 
ings that  are  available  for  either  new 
building  or  rehabilitation. 

Bringing  theatres  up  to  date  in  the  post- 
war years  is  going  to  be  a major  considera- 
tion. It  should  be  in  the  planning  stage 
among  all  present  operators  right  now. 
Together  with  theatre  architects,  who  may 
be  presumed  to  be  completely  up-to-date 
and  in  the  know  on  material  and  equip- 
ment provisions  for  the  near  future,  the- 
atre owners  and  operators  should  be  plan- 
ning the  alterations,  installations  and  at- 
tractions which  they  want  to  provide  in 
their  houses  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment after  V-day. 

One  of  the  most  important  provisions, 
aside  from  general  comfort  and  con- 
venience, attractiveness  and  efficiency,  for 
the  remodeled  house  of  the  future  and  one 
which  deserves  attention  at  this  time,  is 
the  addition  or  improvement  of  service- 
plus  functional  features  in  existing  the- 
atres. Newly  built  postwar  theatres  are 
going  to  stress  the  provision  of  “added  at- 
tractions’’ in  house  design  and  equipment. 
The  multiple-enterprise  project,  obviously, 
is  replete  with  them. 

Planning  Time 

In  order  to  keep  pace,  owners  of  pres- 
ent theatres  are  going  to  have  to  study 
and  seriously  consider  the  pro- 
vision of  one  or  more  of  these  added  at- 
tractions which  will  be  peculiarly  adapta- 
ble to  any  particular  class  of  patronage. 
Many  service-plus  provisions  are  strictly 
commercial  and  excellent  money-makers; 
others  are  semi-commercial,  bringing  in  a 
nice  small  income,  but  primarily  an  added 
incentive  to  theatre  patronage.  Other  pro- 
visions are  simply  the  theatre’s  gift  to  an 
appreciative  patronage,  and  these  are  be- 


An attractive  powder  room  is  not  absolutely 
essential  in  a theatre,  but  the  provision  of  one 
goes  a long  way  toward  influencing  the  fem 
patrons  and  gaining  general  good  will.  This 
inviting  yet  simple  make-up  room  in  the  Villeray 
Theatre  of  Montreal,  Canada,  is  an  example  of 
space  well  used  for  service.  (Photo  courtesy 
Henry  E.  Greenspoon,  Montreal.) 


coming  more  essential  to  good  will  as  time 
goes  by. 

In  the  first  category,  strictly  commercial 
and  a good  money-maker,  the  confection- 
ery counter  is  an  ideal  example.  More  and 
more  this  provision  is  becoming  associated 
with  smart  theatre  operation.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  expected  provisions  in  any 
theatre,  and  particularly  it  is  adapted  to 
most  any  remodeling  project.  Profitable  to 
operate  and  approved  by  most  theatre  pa- 
trons, such  a functional  addition  to  the 
prewar  built  house  can  actually  be  an  ef- 
fective decorative  medium  and  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  over-all  lobby  design. 

Interesting  Example 

An  interesting  example  of  the  strictly 
commercial  plus-service  provision  is  the 
new  candy  counter  in  the  Windsor  Theatre 


BEFORE  . . . and  AFTER  | 

Views  of  the  confectionery  counter  in  the  lobby  of  the  Windsor  Theatre  in 
Chicago  graphically  illustrate  the  difference  beween  service  and  service-plus. 
The  new  "achievement"  has  recorded  an  increase  in  sales  of  25  per  cent,  in 
addition  to  remarkably  improving  the  appearance  of  the  lobby.  (Photos  courtesy 
Rapp  <S  Rapp,  Chicago.) 


in  Chicago.  This  added  attraction  is  of 
secondary  note  also  because  it  represents 
a remodeling  job  of  the  type  which  un- 
doubtedly will  be  so  prevalent  after  the 
war.  The  Windsor  Theatre  had  a profi- 
tably operating  confectionery  counter  be- 
fore, but  the  new  one  represents  a real 
glorification  of  this  plus-service. 

The  original  candy  counter  in  this  case 
was  ordinary,  unimaginative  and  hardly 
sales  promotional.  It  was  actually  an 
obstacle  to  patrons  and  working  conditions 
behind  it,  where  a sales  person  had  also 
to  handle  a popcorn  machine,  were  almost 
unbearable,  according  to  the  manager. 

Now,  in  the  words  of  the  management 
of  the  Windsor,  “the  new  confectionery 
counter  is  an  achievement.”  The  Windsor 
is  a modern  theatre,  completed  just  five 
years  ago  and  operated  by  the  H.  & E. 
Balaban  Corporation,  who  also  own  about 
a dozen  other  theatres  in  Chicago. 

Originally,  the  candy  counter  in  this 
theatre  was  an  architectural  afterthought, 
or  at  least  plus-service  hadn’t  been  inte- 
grated into  the  lobby  plan.  However,  it 
was  decided  last  year  to  make  this  pro- 
vision an  actually  attractive  part  of  the 
lobby  and  the  architectural  firm  of  Rapp  & 
Rapp,  who  have  been  responsible  for  a 
great  deal  of  fine  theatre  work  in  Chicago, 
were  commissioned  to  make  a real  project 
of  an  idea  conceived  by  Mr.  Harry  Balaban. 

Occupying  a bit  more  space,  yet  set  back 
and  built-in  to  avoid  forming  an  obstacle, 
the  new  counter  is  a beautiful  and  con- 
venient addition.  It  is  semi-circular  in 
form,  following  the  contour  of  the  room, 
and  was  built  of  non-essential  materials 
and  finished  most  economically.  The  coun- 
ter is  formed  of  wood  veneer  which  gives 
a rich  appearance  and  there  is  an  illumi- 
nated show  window  for  candy  display.  The 
popcorn  machine  is  built  in  and  covered 
top  and  bottom  by  the  same  veneer  treat- 
ment. 

Space  behind  the  counter  is  ample  for 
both  the  salesperson  and  as  well  for  the 
storage  of  supplies  and  candy.  Space  has 
also  been  arranged  for  the  installation  of 
an  ice  cream  refrigerator  and  a parcel 
checking  compartment  when  war  restric- 


Frontispiece 

Maintenance  — of  the  Public  Service 
angle  of  good  showmanship  is  the  highly 
enlightening  purpose  of  this  somewhat 
untheatrical  view.  Untheatrical  only  in 
the  sense  that  it  is  unusual,  new  and  a 
smart  service-plus  provision  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  movie-going  habit. 
Patrons  of  the  late  prewar  Kent  Thea- 
tre in  Montreal,  Canada,  are  treated  to 
this  attractive  rendezvous.  It  is  the 
upper  soda  bar  lounge  of  the  theatre, 
where  patrons  may  meet,  imbibe  soft 
drinks,  dance  and  make  merry  to  music 
provided  by  a juke  box  . . . Ideally  sug- 
gestive of  provisions  which  may  be  made 
in  old  theatres  when  they  are  remodeled 
or  in  new  ones  to  be  built,  a pattern  is 
set  for  greater  entertainment  service  to 
patrons,  for  which  they  will  gladly  pay 
— thus  assuring  increased  profits. 
(Photo  courtesy  Henry  E.  Greenspoon, 
Architect,  of  Montreal,  Canada.) 


tions  have  been  lifted.  Final  glorification 
of  the  project  is  the  massive  pink  mirror 
installed  behind  the  counter  and  flanked 
by  two  brackets  containing  potted  plants. 

According  to  Manager  Nichols:  “There 
has  been  a very  substantial  increase  in  our 
candy  and  popcorn  sales  since  this  mod- 
ernization. Since  the  project  was  com- 
pleted in  June,  our  sales  have  increased 
at  least  25  per  cent.  But,  truthfully,  how 
could  they  help  but  increase  after  such 
an  improvement?”  Obviously,  the  manager 
is  only  one  of  the  appreciative  boosters  for 
attractive  plus-service  in  theatres. 

Another  in  Point 

A remarkable  semi-commercial  plus- 
service  is  to  be  found  in  the  relatively  new 
Kent  Theatre  in  Montreal,  Canada.  The 
interesting  application  is  illustrated  on  the 
cover  of  this  issue.  In  this  theatre,  which 
will  be  described  more  fully  in  a later 
issue  of  The  Modern  Theatre,  the  archi- 
tect, Henry  E.  Greenspoon,  has  designed 
what  is  termed  an  “upper  soda  bar  lounge.” 

Patrons  of  the  theatre  find  this  attrac- 
tive place  a rendezvous  where  they  may 
buy  refreshments,  enjoy  a delightful  at- 
mosphere and  even  dance  on  a highly 
polished  floor  to  music  provided  by  a juke 
box.  Two  money-making  opportunities  are 
thus  provided  in  a place  which  might 
otherwise  be  waste  space,  but  which  serves 
as  a drawing  card  to  patrons  of  the  theatre. 

Many  existing  theatres  have  space  which 
is  now  going  to  waste  but  which  in  the 
future  can  be  fitted  up  to  provide  just  such 
an  inviting  plus-service  for  patrons.  Most 
new  theatre  plans  will  include  such  pro- 
visions as  a matter  of  course.  Soda  foun- 
tains and  juke  boxes  like  popcorn  ma- 
chines and  candy  counters  and  vendors 
are  well-known  money-makers,  so  there 
should  be  no  question  of  whether  such  a 
venture  would  prove  to  be  a profitable  in- 
vestment. 

Finally,  consider  the  out-and-out  service 
or  good  will  provisions  which  are  a neces- 
sary part  of  every  modern  theatre.  Expect 
no  profit  of  them,  other  than  what  comes 
as  a result  of  increased  boxoffice  receipts. 
Yet  they  too  can  be  made  “plus”  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  a bit  more  attention  to  design  and 
outfitting. 

An  attractive  powder  room  for  ladies  is 
typical  of  what  can  be  done.  Obviously,  a 
theatre  doesn’t  have  to  have  a make-up 
room  for  the  ladies,  but  it  wouldn’t  be  very 
popular  with  them  if  it  didn’t.  So  why  not 
make  the  provision  a real  attraction  point 
for  them  by  doing  a bit  more  than  is  ex- 
pected in  the  way  of  allowing  space  and 
decorating  it  smartly? 

The  ladies’  powder  room  in  Montreal’s 
Villeray  Theatre,  also  designed  by  Archi- 
tect Greenspoon,  is  a fitting  example.  In 
this  case,  the  room  is  not  large  nor  are 
furnishings  extravagant,  but  a neat  mod- 
ern and  functional  appearance  and  atmos- 
phere is  attained  through  simple  decora- 
tive effects.  It  provides  a plus-service 
because  of  an  obvious  bid  for  the  ladies’ 
good  will. 

All  of  these  examples  have  been  merely 
suggestive.  There  are  scores  of  plus- 
services  that  may  be  integrated  into  the- 
atre design  at  little  cost  in  building  and 
often  at  great  profit  in  operation.  They 
(Continued  on  page  23) 
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professional  functions  of  an  architect  or  de- 
signer. Its  service  is  intended  merely  to 
place  our  readers  in  touch  with  reliable  local 
sources  of  preliminary  information  and  advice 
on  theatre  planning  and  structural  problem* 
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best  seller  for  postwar  box-office 


by  J.  P.  TRAVIS* 


J EVERAL  years  ago,  I heard  a story 

that  vividly  illustrates  a point  that  seems 
most  apropos  to  the  subject  of  this  article. 
The  story,  as  I recall,  was  used  by  a man 
to  bring  out  the  value  of  appearance  as  a 
customer  puller  to  any  establishment 
catering  to  the  public. 

The  man  who  used  the  story,  and  ef- 
fectively, asked  his  listeners  if  they  were 
driving  a car  to  a gas  station  and  they 
came  to  a station  that  was  dingy,  dirty 
and  unattractive,  even  though  the  station 
handled  gas  of  established  brand  name, 
would  they  patronize  that  station  if  there 
were  close  by,  another  gas  station,  more 
modern,  clean,  attractive,  well  lighted,  also 
handling  gas  of  established  quality? 

The  answer  was  obvious.  The  public  pa- 
tronizes the  establishments  that  put  up  a 
good  front,  regardless  of  the  character 
of  the  commodity  offered. 

One  Simple  Yardstick 

Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  every 
investment  in  any  theatre  equipment  in- 
tended to  attract  the  public  should  be 
measured  by  one  yardstick  and  one  only, 
“Effect  on  the  Boxoffice.” 

In  my  humble  opinion,  anyone  is  riding 
to  a fall  if  he  believes  that  no  more  effort 


will  be  needed  in  the  postwar  period  to 
attract  patronage  than  was  necessary  dur- 
ing the  war  boom  years. 

Showmanship  is  the  business  of  every 
theatre,  and  sound  business  judgment  is 
as  essential  to  success  in  the  entertainment 
field  as  it  is  in  an  industrial  plant,  bank, 
department  store  or  any  other  enterprise 
that  depends  upon  patronage  of  the  public 
for  profits. 

It  seems  to  me  that  good  showmanship 
in  a theatre  starts  with  the  theatre  front. 
Now  it  is  true,  due  to  inability  to  obtain 
material  of  one  sort  or  another,  that  it 
has  not  been  possible  for  theatres  to  do 
any  face-lifting  during  the  past  few  years. 

But  all  such  restrictions  must  eventually 
come  to  an  end.  The  smart  theatre  man- 
ager is  planning  now,  if  he  has  not  already 
completed  his  plans,  to  put  on  a new  front, 
as  one  important  phase  of  modernization. 

Actually  the  cost  of  a modern  face- 
lifting job  is  very  minor  compared  to  the 
total  investment  in  any  theatre.  That 
small  investment  required  for  “face- 
lifting” is  a small  premium  for  insuring 
that  profits  will  bring  a good  return  on 
the  total  property  investment. 

Fronts  Make  Money 
Although  I can  make  no  claim  to 
being  an  expert  in  show  business,  it 
is  my  general  understanding  that 
theatres  with  the  most  attractive 
fronts  are  the  ones  making  the  most 
money. 

After  all,  your  method  of  display 
shows  the  entertainment  you  have 
for  sale  and  therefore  largely  deter- 
mines the  boxoffice  take.  I firmly  be- 


‘President,  Universal  Corporation,  Dallas, 
Texas. 


These  two  late  prewar  modern  theatres,  the 
Redskin  at  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma,  and 
the  Alameda  at  Houston,  Texas,  provide  ex- 
amples of  good  poster  advertising  applied  at 
the  point  of  sale.  Attractive,  durable  poster 
and  photo  frames,  properly  installed  add 
much  to  the  effectiveness  of  eye-catching  dis- 
play. 


For  more  than  20  years 
Mr.  Travis  has  been  the 
head  of  a firm  that  special- 
izes in  the  fabrication  ot 
non-ferrous  metals  (alumi- 
num and  bronze).  From  a 
modest  beginning  as  a metal 
window  manufacturer,  the 
organization  has  consist- 
ently broadened  its  activity. 
Until  the  plants  were  turned 
100  per  cent  into  war  mate- 
rial production,  the  company 
produced  several  types  of 
windows,  doors  and  en- 
trances, elevator  doors,  ornamental  architectural 
metal,  stair  bases,  and  many  other  items  used  in 
buildings. 

Early  in  1938.  following  a study  of  the  theatre  field, 
it  was  decided  to  manufacture  poster  frames  for  the- 
atres. The  introduction  to  these  frames  met  with  such 
a fine  response  that  other  improved  types  of  theatre 
equipment  were  designed  and  readied  for  marketing. 
Then  came  the  call  from  the  Government  for  all  pos- 
sible production  facilities.  The  company  is  still 

heavily  involved  in  war  material  production.  How- 

ever some  facilities  are  soon  to  become  available 
for  peacetime  goods,  and  for  postwar  theatre  plan- 
ning activities.  Mr.  Travis'  organization  will  go 
into  the  postwar  period  with  an  enlarged  plant, 
the  newest  in  equipment  and  enlarged  personnel. 

An  earlier  announcement  of  ability  to  furnish  dis- 
play frames  brought  a flood  or  orders,  indicating 
the  vast  amount  of  building  and  modernizing  that 
theatre  management  has  scheduled. — Editor's  Note. 


lieve  that  a modern  display  system  will 
sell  a mediocre  show  and  that  a poor  dis- 
play will  likely  put  a top  show  in  the  red. 

You  have  high-class  entertainment 
to  sell,  therefore,  use  high-class  display. 
When  your  display  is  modern,  crisp  and 
attractive,  you  are  likely  to  continue  to 
have  good  business. 

Just  as  there  has  been  continuous  im- 
provement in  the  quality  of  shows,  so  there 
has  been  marked  improvement  in  the  qual- 
ity of  theatre  equipment. 

One  of  the  lessons  that  has  been 
learned  during  the  past  few  years,  when 
it  was  difficult  to  secure  materials  for 
maintenance,  has  brought  home  to  most 
managers  that  good  things  last  longer  and 
give  better  service ; which  means  a lower 
maintenance. 

No  longer  is  it  true  that  the  theatre 
owner  looks  only  at  surface  quality  of 
equipment  for  the  theatre  front.  Too  often 
such  an  evaluation  meant  buying  either  too 
cheaply  or  too  extravagantly.  I have  been 
informed  that  the  theatre  industry  is  com- 
ing into  an  era  when  owners  will  devote 
as  much,  if  not  more,  attention  to  the 
eye-appeal  value  of  display  equipment  than 
was  given  in  the  past  to  picture  values. 

It  is  an  easily  discernible  fact  that  the 
most  profitable  retail  establishments  in- 
variably have  the  most  interesting  and 
attractive  window  displays. 

Frontage  Is  Valuable 

The  poster  and  photo  system,  which 
should  take  up  most  of  the  front  of  the 
theatre,  must  have  the  same  beckoning 
(Continued  on  page  23) 
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HEAVY  TRAFFIC  CALLS  FOR  TRAFFIC-TRED  CARPETS 


Mohawk  has  helped  put  many  bush 
ness  organizations  on  a firm  footing 


He  will  help  guide  you  to  the  carpet  \ 

.that  best  fills  your  need,  from  the 
standpoints  of  color,  design,  and  wear- 
ability.  He  will  explain  the  reasons 
why  the  “balanced  construction'’  of 
re-carpet.  And  it  is  a very  good  reason  Mohawk  carpets  will  give  longer  wear 
for  your  becoming  acquainted  with  the  —and  more  carpet  for  your  money, 
nearest  Mohawk  contract  dealer,  now.  Good  reasons  for  trying  Traffic-Tred, 


THIS  IS  THE  MOHAWK  ", FIVE  POINT"  STAR  OF 
BALANCED  CONSTRUCTION 

1*  Wool  Blend 
2 ★★  Pitch 

3***  Rows  per  inch 
4 ★★★★  Yarn  size 
5 ★★★★★  Pile  Height 


CA&TS 

CONSTRUE0"  f0"  l0N6EI'  »«« 
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and 


not  so  much  leaning  on  Hollywood 


c 

^ USTOMARILY,  we  don’t  quote  them 
seriously  and  would  refrain  from  doing 
so  in  this  instance,  except  to  bring  out 
the  point  of  our  contention. 

One  of  a legion  of  so-called  “Holly- 
wood Columnists”  has  just  come  up  with 
a press  syndicated  proposal  of  what  he 
opines  is  the  “first”  concrete  idea  yet  pro- 
posed to  restore  the  movie  habit  and  thus 
improve  inter-trade  relations  between  all 
members  of  that  eternal  triangle  — the 
producer-exhibitor-public  entente. 

He  starts  off  naively  with  a disclosure 
to  the  5:18  commuters  that  weekly  movie 
ticket  sales  are  about  to  top  the  hundred 
million  mark,  and  then  blithely  informs 
them  that  the  film  industry  is  far  from 
being  satisfied.  They  want,  according  to 
him,  that  extra  10  per  cent  of  the  movie- 
age  population  who  haven’t  acquired  the 
picture-going  habit;  or  who  maybe  had  it 
once  and  have  lost  it. 

Just  how  he,  or  his  quoted  “dollar 
scouts,”  arrived  at  10  per  cent  more  is  not 
clear  to  us.  That  figure  might  possibly 
cover  the  confirmed  stay-aways,  radio  fans, 
movie  detesters,  infants  and  infrequenters; 
but  what  pancakes  us  is  the  nature  of  the 
“concrete”  idea  he  conveys  as  a means  of 
trapping  the  aforesaid  isolationists. 

To  authenticate  the  brilliancy  of  the 
idea,  he  credits  it  to  a top  sales  executive 
with  one  of  the  major  film  companies 
whom  he  quotes.  The  idea,  in  substance, 
is  this: 

Hollywood  is  to  produce,  in  wholesome 
collaboration,  a series  of  educational  films 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  bring  the  in- 
timacies of  motion  picture  making  into  the 
very  homes  of  all  picture  patrons  as  well 
as  that  10  per  cent  quota  of  prodigals.  By 
the  production  of  16mm  subjects  in  color 
and  for  free  distribution  to  civic  groups, 
clubs  and  fraternal  orders,  the  “lost  souls” 
would  behold  them  and  come  scurrying  to 
our  boxoffices  in  droves. 

Significantly,  the  idea  does  not  stop  with 
a proposal  of  purely  technical  disclosures 
of  film  production.  The  “educational” 
films  are  to  be  liberally  interspersed  with 
informal  scenes  of  the  stars,  at  home,  at 
work,  at  play  and  abroad.  Free  projectors 
and  projectionists  would  also  be  provided. 

Rather  than  term  it  another  piece  of 
loosely  conceived  publicity  released  by  a 
spokesman  for  the  industry  in  good  faith 
and  intention,  we’d  rather  believe  that  a 
copy-hungry  columnist  was  merely  getting 
his  leg  pulled.  However,  if  the  proponent 
of  the  idea  was  not  really  kidding,  we’d 
like  to  take  the  plan  apart  for  him  and 
point  out  its  futilities  and  as  well  its 
probable  fatalities  if  put  into  effect. 

To  begin  with,  the  whole  American  pub- 
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lie  (not  merely  10  per  cent  of  the  poten- 
tials) is  pretty  well  fed  up  on  everything 
that  comes  out  of  Hollywood,  except  (and 
it’s  a notable  exception)  good  pictures. 
The  rarity  of  such  pictures  as  “Gone  With 
the  Wind”  and  lately  “Going  My  Way”  is 
admittedly  disturbing.  But  fortunately  for 
the  exhibitor  such  pictures,  infrequent  as 
they  are,  have  served  to  keep  the  public 
agog  with  continuing  expectancy.  So  they 


-in  innovation 


in  business  publication  policy  will 
be  introduced  in  next  (March  3rd) 
issue  of  The  MODERN  THEATRE 
section. 

An  exchange  of  editorial  commen- 
tary has  been  arranged  between  the 
editors  of  The  MODERN  THEATRE 
and  those  of  DOMESTIC  ENGINEER- 
ING, leading  journal  of  the  plumb- 
ing, heating  and  air  conditioning 
industries,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a better  acquaintance  and 
appreciation  of  values  between 
those  who  BUY  AND  USE  and  those 
who  SELL  AND  SERVICE  theatre  air 
conditioning  equipment  and  acces- 
sories. 

Similar  joint  editorial  projects  in 
other  classifications  of  theatre  fur- 
nishing and  equipment  have  been 
arranged  for  your  further  edification 
in  future  issues  to  be  announced 
later. 


keep  on  coming  and  hoping  and  patiently 
enduring  the  turkeys. 

Why  then,  as  proposed,  bore  them  further 
in  the  interim?  Who  cares,  and  certainly 
not  the  stay-aways,  how  pictures  are 
made?  And  heaven  knows,  they’ve  seen 
and  read  and  heard  quite  enough  about 
Hollywood  at  home  and  at  play.  Why  con- 
tinue the  strip  tease? 

Well  within  the  memory  of  most  exhibi- 
tors was  the  time  when  professional  movie 
making  was  a mystifying  enterprise  con- 
ducted in  a sort  of  Shangri-La  and  shel- 
tered from  crude  sensationalism.  Picture 


stars  were  idols  of  worship  to  theatre  pa- 
trons, because  their  perfectly  human  be- 
havior off  the  sets  was  not  continually 
built  up  and  broadcast  by  Hollywood  gos- 
sips and  galloping  ghost-writers.  Such 
familiarity  naturally  breeds  contempt  and 
even  an  honest  attempt  now  to  honey  up 
the  protesting  public  with  home-sweet- 
home  scenes  probably  would  be  hooted  at 
as  a fake. 

We  stick  to  our  guns  as  being  the  first 
to  come  up  with  a concrete  idea  for  restor- 
ing the  movie-going  habit,  and  we  do  mean 
“concrete.”  We  launched  it  some  twelve 
years  ago  and  it  still  stands  as  a first. 
Our  idea  was,  and  still  is,  Let’s  Have  More 
House  Appeal  . . . in  Our  Theatres. 

Let  Hollywood  stick  to  making  good  pic- 
tures more  often;  put  a gag  on  the  gossip 
that  continues  to  parade  the  waywardness 
of  some  of  its  personnel  in  the  eyes  and 
ears  of  the  public;  leave  the  public  rela- 
tions and  patronage  promotion  jobs  to  good 
showmanship  locally,  at  the  point  of  sale, 
and  no  further  institutional  fish  fries  will 
be  needed  or  advisable. 

And  if  the  producers  really  want  to  play 
ball  further  toward  the  full  restoration  of 
the  movie  habit,  they  can  readily  do  so 
by  encouraging  and  substantially  helping 
to  bring  about  a greater  degree  of  physical 
attraction,  comfort  and  convenience  in  all 
theatres. 

Rather  than  learning  more  of  how  Hol- 
lywood does  it,  the  stay-away  citizens 
would  be  much  more  favorably  impressed 
at  being  shown  what  the  industry  has 
provided  for  their  physical  relaxation, 
health,  convenience  and  comfort  while 
they  are  guests  of  the  local  theatre. 

Air  conditioning,  acoustics,  sanitation, 
lighting,  fine  carpets,  artistic  decorations, 
posture-correct  seating,  hearing  aids  for 
the  deaf,  safety  measures,  as  well  as  easy- 
to-look-at-and-hear  projection  and  sound 
reception  are  all  excellent  selling  points, 
with  definite  appeal  to  100  per  cent  of  our 
total  population,  including  the  10  per  cent 
who  purportedly  are  withholding  their 
patronage. 

Exhibitors  should  stop  leaning  so  heav- 
ily on  Hollywood  for  product  and  sales 
promotion.  But  whether  favored  with  or 
without  the  help  of  the  film  producers, 
House  Appeal,  provided  and  properly  ex- 
ploited, has  a way  of  overcoming  all  handi- 
caps to  greater  patronage,  including  those 
being  created  by  the  open-door  press  policy 
in  Hollywood. 


Air  Conditioning's  Acorn 

In  the  AIR  CONDITIONING  number  next  month  (March  3rd).  Ansel  Moore 
will  respond  in  reverse  to  Mr.  L.  L.  Lewis'  recent  article,  “Air  Conditioning's 
Contribution  to  the  Picture  Industry.”  Thus  "the  chicken  or  the  egg"  argu- 
ment is  revived  for  reader  interest. 
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-with  a modern  EOfc  SE£L/A/&/ 


„A.RE  you  planning  to  safeguard  the  future  of  your  theatre — 
to  maintain  box  office  at  profitable  levels  in  the  years  ahead? 
What  are  your  plans  for  the  FRONT  of  your  theatre? 

That’s  where  the  battle  is  won  or  lost!  To  the  passing 
public,  the  theatre-front  IS  the  theatre.  It  tells  the  story  of 
good  entertainment,  comfortable  seating,  and  other  attrac- 
tions. It  makes  the  first  and  most  important  impression. 

Kawneer  can  furnish  the  smart,  modern  theatre-front  that 
will  get  results  for  you — developed  from  years  of  research 
and  based  on  sound  principles  of  merchandising.  Designed 
especially  for  your  theatre,  it  will  attract 
favorable  attention  up  and  down  your 
street — act  as  a "Machine  For  Selling”  to 
stop  people  and  pull  them  in. 

Cash  in  on  Kawneer’ s 40  years’  experience! 

Plan  NOW  to  stop  them,  show  them,  bring 
them  in.  Send  the  coupon  today! 


Kawneer 


THEATRE-FRONTS 


/H/!C////V£S  FOR  S£U/A/<r.' 


CONSULT  YOUR  ARCHITECT 


----- 

THE  KAWNEER  COMPANY.  1902  Front  St..  Niles.  Michigan 
Please  send  copy  of  booklet  on  Kawneer  "Machines  For  Selling."  t 

Name — — 

Theatre — — I 

Address I 
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(ADD  PERSONALITIES  IN\ 
PICTURE  SHOW  BUSINESS/ 
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produces  a consistent  patronage  . . . 


3, 


HE  STEADY  insistence  upon  which 
high  standards  of  theatre  operation  that 
will  appeal  to  the  physical  comfort  and 
sense  of  fitness  of  the  patron  has  created 
an  enviable  reputation  for  Lou  Mitchell, 
manager  of  the  1,480 -seat  Beverly  Theatre 
in  northwestern  Detroit  since  its  opening 
on  August  27,  1937.  Here,  unusual  booking 
conditions  have  made  it  possible  to  build 
the  theatre’s  popular  appeal  largely  upon 
the  satisfaction  given  by  its  physical  ap- 
pointments and  manner  of  operation,  apart 
from  smart  exploitation. 


Pictures,  and  the  manner  of  promoting 
them,  are  taken  for  granted  as  matters 
of  essential  showmanship  in  nearly  all 
theatres;  but  the  basic  elements  of  house- 
keeping, of  adequate  appearance  and  main- 
tenance of  the  “display  case”  in  which 
pictures  are  merchandised,  are  often  neg- 
lected. But  these  things  are  paramount  at 
the  Beverly. 


The  theatre  is  situated  on  a main  De- 
troit highway,  at  the  heart  of  one  of  the 
largest  neighborhood  shopping  centers  of 
the  city,  across  the  street  from  a great 
chain  department  store.  It  is  a center  of 
much  business  activity  during  the  day,  and 
on  the  nights  when  the  stores  are  open; 
but  experience  has  shown  that  community 
center  shoppers  are  not  too  likely  to  stop 
to  take  in  a show  afterwards.  Instead,  the 


by  HAVILAND  F.  REVES 


LOU  MITCHELL 

tions  has  characterized  Mitchell’s  regime. 
In  the  earliest  days,  when  the  seriousness 
of  the  competitive  situation  was  evident, 
he  briefly  adopted  the  giving  away  of  pre- 
miums to  give  patronage  a quick  stimu- 
lant, when  that  policy  was  being  widely 
followed  in  Detroit.  It  succeeded  in  getting 
new  patrons  into  the  theatre  quickly;  but 
after  that,  the  house  operation  policies 
were  relied  on  to  sell  them,  and  the  pre- 
miums were  quickly  dropped.  In  proof  of 
Mitchell’s  reliance  upon  house  appeal  may 
be  cited  the  fact  that  when  he  became 
associated  with  the  25-year-old  Alhambra 
Theatre  in  1941  and  found  the  house  had 
been  giving  away  premiums  he  promptly 
dropped  the  giveaways,  even  as  a trade 
stimulus  at  the  new  acquisition. 

The  Mitchell  emphasis  on  house  appeal 
was  appropriately  introduced  in  an  attrac- 
tive circular  which  was  distributed  to 
30,000  Detroit  homes  when  the  Alhambra 
was  acquired.  Showing  attractive  photos 
of  the  auditorium,  lounges,  foyer  and  lobby, 
it  stressed,  not  the  pictures,  nor  the  early 
playdates,  nor  prices;  but  such  things  as 
new  screen,  posture-correct  seating,  smok- 
ing lounges,  special  children’s  birthday 
parties,  free  parking,  healthful  heating, 
new  sound  and  projection. 

At  the  Beverly,  this  policy  has  been  fol- 
lowed from  the  beginning.  Eighteen 
months  after  the  house  was  opened,  new 
projectors  of  latest  development,  were  in- 
stalled at  a cost  of  $1,000,  to  give  patrons 
better  projection  than  was  possible  with 
the  original  equipment. 

Maintenance  Rules 

Steady  minor  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  sound  system  as  they  have 
become  available.  At  this  writing,  there 
is  a tentative  order  in  for  a new  type  of 
lens  designed  to  improve  clarity  of  the 
image  on  the  screen.  Such  improvements 
are  constant,  in  all  departments,  although 
they  do  not  bring  immediate  returns  at 
the  boxoffice,  but  pay  off  in  the  intangible 
value  of  patrons’  good  will. 

Special  equipment  for  the  hard-of-hear- 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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theatre  must  draw  its  patrons  on  its  own 
merits. 

The  Beverly  has  consistently  operated 
as  a subsequent-to-key-run  house,  because 
of  local  booking  conditions.  In  conse- 
quence, it  has  played  behind  other  theatres 
on  the  same  street.  Yet  the  ground  rentals 
at  this  busy  location  have  been  high,  and 
it  has  been  considered  necessary  to  operate 
at  the  same  level  as  the  key-run  theatres, 
despite  playing  pictures  after  them.  Typi- 
cally, the  scale  today  is  44  cents  for  adults, 
and  12  cents  for  children  (20  cents  on 
Sundays) , equal  to  the  scale  of  theatres 
a whole  step  in  the  hierarchy  of  runs 
ahead  of  the  Beverly.  Here  is  a competi- 
tive situation  that  called  for  unusual  show- 
manship to  sell  house  appeal,  and  Mitchell 
proved  to  be  the  man  for  the  job. 

Bring  ’Em  Back  Policy 

“The  major  thing  was  to  build  up  the 
service  end  of  the  theatre,”  Mitchell  sum- 
marizes. “Every  man  has  his  different 
ideas  of  theatre  operation. 

“My  personal  policy  is  to  give  the  patron 
the  most  we  can  for  his  money.  This 
means  in  projection,  sound,  and  service. 
Getting  the  patron  into  the  theatre  is  one 
thing;  but  we  want  them  to  go  out  pleased, 
which  is  more  important.  That  is  the  thing 
that  will  bring  them  back  again.” 

Flexibility  of  policy  to  meet  given  situa- 


Auditorium (left)  and  lobby  (below) 
of  Lou  Mitchell's  Beverly  Theatre  in 
suburban  Detroit,  which  because  of 
his  strict  maintenance  policy  are  still 
practically  as  attractive  as  the  day 
the  theatre  opened  in  1937.  Playing 
pictures  far  behind  other  houses  in 
the  same  neighborhood,  the  Beverly 
lures  its  patrons  and  brings  'em  back 
again  and  again — with  House  Appeal. 
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ThEATRE  chairs,  postwar,  are  not  going 
to  be  considered  by  progressive  exhibitors  as  "just 
another  equipment  expense".  Instead,  they  will  be 
regarded  as  a sound,  paying  investment;  as  goodwill 
builders;  as  one  of  the  best  box  office  attractions  on  any 
program!  That's  why  Heywood's  postwar  theatre 
chairs  will  co-star  Comfort  and  Luxury!  That's  why  the 
Heywood  engineering  and  design  accent  is  on  restful 
construction  and  luxurious  quality! 

• As  soon  as  wartime  restrictions  are  relaxed,  Heywood 
will  be  ready  to  turn  out  these  comfortable,  luxurious 
designs  in  ever-increasing  numbers. 
We  invite  you  to  ask  us  now  about 
your  share  of  that  production! 


• • • 
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^udt  Off  the  d^oardd 


Architectural  perspectives  and  early  stage  visualizations 
of  postwar  theatre  building  projects,  the  erection  of  which 
will  proceed  promptly  with  the  relaxation  of  material  priori- 
ties. The  completed  projects  will  be  featured  in  forthcoming 
issues  of  The  MODERN  THEATRE  section. 


Two  Canadian  Projects 

MLLUSTRATED  here  are  two  postwar 
theatres  designed  by  Kaplan  & Sprach- 
man,  Canadian  members  of  the  Advis- 
ory Staff  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Plan- 
ning Insitute.  The  first  shown  is  to  be 
built  in  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  for 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corporation, 
Ltd.,  Toronto,  and  it  will  seat  approxi- 
mately 1,600.  The  75-foot  wide  facade  is 
to  be  simply  treated  as  a signboard  with 
two  tones  of  brick  and  metal  coping  and 
edging.  The  panel  over  the  entrance  will 
be  of  structural  glass.  A vertical  sign  was 
decided  against  and  the  signboard  and 
marquee  shown  in  the  sketch  have  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  owners.  The 
building  will  be  located  in  a large  square 
in  the  center  of  the  city  where  most  of 
the  traffic  crosses  the  end  of  the  square 
only  half  a block  away. 

The  other  perspective  sketch  shows  a 
new  theatre  building  for  B.  & F.  Theatres, 
Ltd.  of  Toronto,  to  be  located  on  a wide 
built-up  street  two  miles  from  downtown 
Toronto.  It  will  seat  about  1,000.  Here 
the  problem  was  to  attract  patrons  from 
an  important  car  and  bus  intersection  a 
block  away. 

The  facade  is  to  be  of  structural  glass, 
and  deviating  from  the  architecturally 
questionable  practice  of  cutting  the  facade 
into  two  parts,  the  designers  have  carried 
the  structural  glass  down  to  the  street 
at  the  ends  of  the  marquee,  thus  using  it 
as  a base.  The  lounge,  visible  from  the 
street,  will  permit  the  formation  of  a 
strong  attraction  of  warmth  and  colors 
across  the  entire  face  of  the  building.  The 
vertical  sign  is  to  be  an  experiment  in 
simple  silhouette. 


While  generally  it  is  attempted  to  make 
the  vertical  sign  an  integral  part  of  the 
building,  in  this  case  that  practice  was 
abandoned.  Here  the  designers  have  cre- 
ated a plain  background  above  the  mar- 
quee and  the  main  sign  will  be  apart  from 
that  background. 

Some  years  ago,  theatre  architects  be- 
gan to  design  display  elements  that  might 
be  said  to  control  the  appearance  of  the 
entire  front.  They  simply  took  the  sign 
and  joined  it  to  the  facade.  Prior  to  that, 
signs  were  an  appendage — and  often  an 
afterthought — which  bore  no  relation  to 
the  design  contour  of  the  building.  Now, 
with  plainer  fronts  above  the  marquee,  the 
sign  again  may  be  projected.  The  letters 
on  both  sign  and  marquee  of  the  Vaughn 
Theatre  will  have  the  most  up-to-date 
equipment  to  travel  and  flash;  and  only 
the  background  will  be  simple. 

Both  houses  when  completed  will  be 
indicative  of  a marked  advance  over  many 
of  the  too  fussy  and  ornate  prewar  the- 
atres. So  long  as  architects,  who  are  thea- 
tre specialists,  are  permitted  to  carry  out 
their  latest  ideas,  unhampered  by  dicta- 
tion and  tradition,  there  should  be  many 
such  surprising  and  refreshing  new  thea- 
tre designs  for  postwar  America. 


TO  BE  CONTINUED 
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Accenting  the  Architectural 
Design  with  the  Right  Carpet! 


BIGELOW-SANFORD  CARPET  CO.,  Inc. 

140  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  16,  N.  Y. 


SPACE  and  time  are  the  architect’s  theme  for  this  post-war 
lobby.  Around  the  world  time  and  large  area  maps  rec- 
ognize the  coming  importance  of  long  distance  travel. 

The  volume  of  space  and  perspective  is  re-emphasized  in 
the  selection  of  a Bigelow  pattern  that  fits  the  design. 

When  Bigelow  looms  again  make  contract  carpet,  Carpet 
Counsel  will  be  ready  to  help  you  select  the  right  carpet  for 
the  right  spaces  at  no  extra  cost  per  square  yard. 
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INTERESTING  COMMENTARIES  ON 
CONTEMPORARY  PLAN  PROCEDURE 


Speaking  of  Postwar  Plans:  How  About 

Those  Older  Houses? 


N thinking  of  postwar  plans,  most 
exhibitors  have  probably  been  envisioning 
a building  from  the  ground  up;  that  is, 
a new  theatre  in  a new  location.  I’d  like  to 
put  in  a good  word  for  the  old  theatre  that 
is  now  operating,  often  in  a situation 
where  constructing  a new  theatre  would 
leave  the  old  theatre  dark  and  a potential 
menace  to  the  exhibitor.  Added  to  the  cost 
of  a new  building,  the  exhibitor  would  be 
burdened  by  the  rental  of  the  closed  older 
property,  or,  if  he  owns  the  structure,  he 
would  suffer  a total  loss  of  revenue  so  far 
as  the  theatre  is  concerned,  and  would  be 
obliged  to  pay  taxes  on  the  older  holding. 

In  many  downtown  districts,  already 
built  up  solidly,  a desirable  lot  is  not  avail- 
able, and  excessive  costs  and  the  possible 
demolition  of  a building  in  no  way  suitable 
for  the  desired  purpose  would  be  involved 
in  obtaining  sufficient  ground  for  a new 
theatre.  On  the  other  hand,  the  older  the- 
atre is  often  in  a strategic  location,  with 
a well-established  and  going  business. 

Downtown  Houses 

Observation  has  convinced  me  that  few 
downtown  business  districts  move  more 
than  a few  blocks  from  their  original  loca- 
tion, and  a spot  which  has  proved  to  be 
consistently  profitable  will  probably  con- 
tinue to  hold  its  own.  It  is  true  that  we 
do  expect  in  the  near  future  to  see  a sur- 
prising growth  in  suburban  centers,  where 
a multiple-type  plan  for  shops,  theatres, 
and  other  recreational  facilities  with  ade- 
quate parking  space  will  reenforce  a pres- 
ent trend.  But  I am  speaking  now  for  the 
ever-popular  downtown  theatre,  where  a 
great  increase  in  the  seating  capacity  of  a 
theatre  is  not  essential. 

There  is  hardly  a city  of  even  moderate 
size  in  the  United  States  which  does  not 
have  still  operating  an  old  opera  house 
or  vaudeville  theatre,  with  a deep  stage, 
high  loft,  two  balconies,  narrow  and 
crowded  seating,  and  an  antiquated  ar- 
rangement. Some  of  these  old  houses, 
which  are  ample  to  serve  the  community 
so  far  as  seating  capacity  is  concerned, 
have  excellent  foundations,  walls,  and  in 
many  instances  sound  fireproof  roofs.  In 
addition,  they  contain  utilities,  such  as  un- 
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states.  Recently  he  became  a member  of  the 
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derground  plumbing  lines,  electrical  serv- 
ices, and  heating  plants,  which  are  still 
efficient  and  practically  equal  to  new  in- 
stallations. A remodeling  program  which 
would  produce  a modern,  up-to-date  build- 
ing would  be  possible  at  a reasonable  cost, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  shell  of  the 
structure  is  already  in  place. 

When  speaking  of  modernization,  I don’t 
mean  just  recarpeting,  putting  in  new  elec- 
trical and  plumbing  fixtures,  and  a few 
new  doors,  but  the  demolition  of  the  entire 
interior  of  the  old  building,  leaving  only 
the  walls,  a sound  roof,  and  present  utility 
services. 

Stopped  Too  Soon 

Too  often,  although  the  exhibitor  has 
started  with  the  best  of  intentions,  he  has 
not  gone  far  enough  with  his  moderniza- 
tion plan,  and  has  stopped  at  the  stage  or 


'Theatre  Architect,  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  mem- 
ber of  the  Advisory  Staff  of  The  Modern  Theatre 
Planning  Institute. 


the  foyer.  If  he  had  gone  farther  and  had 
reduced  the  excessive  stage  depth,  he  could 
have  gained  greater  capacity  or  a more 
comfortable  arrangement.  Likewise,,  where 
the  foyer  is  concerned,  it  is  sometimes  pos- 
sible, by  moving  a few  partitions  in  the 
front  end  of  the  house,  to  obtain  a larger 
foyer  and  more  luxurious  rest  rooms,  as 
well  as  additional  seating  at  the  rear  of 
the  auditorium. 

During  the  last  few  years,  I have  had 
occasion  to  remodel  a number  of  old  “opera 
houses”  that  contained  stages  varying  in 
depth  from  25  feet  to  40  feet,  with  excep- 
tionally high  stage  lofts,  and  with  either 
two  or  three  balconies  which  had  necessi- 
tated excessively  high  ceilings  in  the  orig- 
inal structure.  As  styles  in  theatrical  de- 
sign changed,  these  buildings  became  very 
expensive  to  heat  or  air  condition.  The  loft 
had  always  been  a major  item  of  expense 
in  heating.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether 
the  stage  loft  will  ever  again  be  in  demand, 
as  stage  acts  no  longer  carry  drops  which 
require  flying. 

New  Trusses  Installed 

In  a number  of  these  old  theatres  hav- 
ing fireproof  roofs,  lower  ceilings  were  de- 
sired, and  new  ceilings  were  hung  below 
the  old  trusses,  in  some  cases  even  15  feet 
below  the  original  level.  In  cases  where 
the  loft  was  abandoned  and  the  stage  re- 
duced a matter  of  15  feet  to  18  feet  in 
depth,  trusses  were  installed  at  the  proper 
levels  and  the  roof  nearly  completed  before 
the  old  loft  was  removed.  In  several  cases 
of  unusually  high  walls,  with  non-fireproof 
roofs,  new  steel  trusses  were  installed  at 
the  new  roof  level,  using  the  old  trusses 
as  a means  of  temporary  support  during 
the  erection  of  the  new  roof.  A new  fire- 
proof roof  was  completed  before  the  old 
roof  was  removed. 

By  eliminating  the  deep  stage,  shops,  and 
rentals  in  the  front  of  the  building,  we 
have  found  it  possible  to  produce  a one 
floor  and  balcony  theatre  with  wider  rows 
and  larger  seats  than  in  the  original  three- 
floor  theatre,  to  obtain  the  same  or  greater 
capacity,  and  to  produce  a house  equal  to 
one  of  all  new  construction.  In  like  man- 
ner, we  have  produced  a modern  one-floor 
theatre,  containing  as  many  seats  as  in  the 
obsolete  two-floor  theatre. 

Shop  Spaces  Don’t  Pay 

While  the  rule  does  not  apply  in  all 
localities,  in  general  exhibitors  are  finding 
the  average  shop  space  in  the  theatre  does 
not  pay,  as  that  area  turned  into  seating 
capacity  and  filled  even  one  or  two  nights 
a week  will  produce  a better  return  on 
the  investment.  Even  a candy  and  popcorn 
stand  built  in  the  front  portion  of  the 
theatre  will  produce  a better  income  for 
the  exhibitor  than  the  combined  rental 
of  the  customary  shops. 

The  front  portion  of  the  older  building 
is  often  occupied  above  the  ground  floor 
by  offices  or  apartments.  These  have 
hardly  ever  produced  sufficient  income  to 
pay  for  the  space  they  occupy. 

In  considering  his  postwar  theatre  plans, 
before  an  exhibitor  abandons  the  old 
building  which  has  served  him  so  well  for 
many  years  in  order  to  construct  a new 
building  in  a new  location,  it  would  be  well 
for  him  to  look  into  the  possibilities  of 
saving  and  remodeling  what  he  already 
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has.  All  the  finishes  which  would  be  ap- 
plicable in  a new  theatre  will  be  equally 
applicable  in  a modernized  building  within 
the  walls  of  his  original  house.  Generally 
speaking,  the  foundation,  walls,  and  roof 
of  a building  make  up  nearly  30  per  cent 
of  the  total  cost.  Wartime  shortages  and 
conservation  programs  have  taught  us  a 
valuable  lesson  in  demonstrating  the  wis- 
dom of  saving  what  we  have,  and  this 
applies  to  building  construction  as  well  as 
other  items.  The  saving  in  labor  and  time 
also  should  prove  a deciding  factor  in 
using  the  existing  shell  of  the  older 
building. 


Insistence  on  House  Appeal 
produces  a consistent 
patronage 

(Continued  from  page  14) 


ing  was  provided  with  40  earphones  avail- 
able. A total  of  1,370  deaf  people  have 
been  registered,  and  each  provided  with 
a tag,  which  they  may  turn  in  for  a set 
of  phones  without  further  formality.  They 
receive  their  tag  back  when  they  return 
the  phones,  thus  providing  a check  on  this 
valuable  service  at  the  least  possible  delay 
for  the  patron. 

An  unusual  parcel  checking  service  is 
maintained  at  all  times  for  patrons.  As 
this  theatre  is  in  an  important  shopping 
center,  patrons  often  come  in  well  laden 
with  packages.  They  are  given  a regular 
parcel  checking  stub,  and  the  parcels  are 
placed  in  a special  room  in  the  basement. 
On  a busy  day,  such  as  Saturday,  one  boy 
is  often  kept  busy  full  time  providing  this 
free  service.  If  the  patrons  have  small  par- 
cels, they  are  placed  in  a large  shopping 
bag  provided  by  the  house  gratis,  with  the 
phrase  “Compliments  of  the  Beverly  The- 
atre’’ upon  it,  providing  an  additional 
method  of  building  patron  good  will. 

A systematic  lost-and-found  department 
is  maintained,  with  separate  boxes  marked 
for  each  day  of  the  week.  In  that  way, 
items  lost  on  a certain  day  can  be  quickly 
identified.  Moreover,  patrons  claiming  lost 
articles  must  specify  the  date  they  were 
lost,  and  are  not  taken  down  to  ransack 
the  whole  collection  until  they  find  some- 
thing worth  claiming,  thereby  minimizing 
false  claims.  If  the  article  found  con- 


The  Beverly's  air  conditioning  system  is  person- 
ally checked  by  the  management  to  sustain  a 
perfect  degree  of  temperature  control  during  all 
seasons  of  the  year.  Comfort  for  Mitchell's 
patrons  comes  first  in  all  his  calculations. 


tains  identification  papers,  such  as  a 
driver’s  license,  it  is  mailed  to  the  patron 
the  next  day  without  further  delay. 

All  for  Comfort 

A temperature  chart  is  kept,  with  reg- 
ular recording  every  15  minutes,  so  that 
this  detail  cannot  be  overlooked.  One 
usher  is  assigned  at  all  times  to  take  this 
reading.  Temperatures  are  controlled  to 
73-77  degrees  in  summer  and  70-72  degrees 
in  winter.  The  plant  is  kept  on  at  night 
until  the  last  patron  leaves,  rather  than 
shut  off  to  save  costs. 

Ventilation  is  frequently  checked  pro- 
gramatically.  Mitchell  says  that  the  only 
workable  way  is  for  the  manager  or  his 
assistant  to  walk  outside  for  a few  minutes, 
and  contrast  the  freshness  of  the  theatre 
air  when  he  comes  back  in  the  house. 
The  manager  who  stays  inside  the  house 
for  hours  does  not  appraise  the  air  con- 
dition accurately. 

Parking  Provision 

Mitchell  believes  parking  is  an  essential 
to  a theatre  at  all  times,  and  keeps  a 400- 
car  lot,  in  good  ground  condition  and  well 
lighted.  It  is  locked  when  the  theatre  is 
notNopen.  In  peace  time,  there  are  two 
attendants,  and  patrons  are  given  a cou- 
pon to  be  stamped  at  the  boxoffice  for 
free  parking;  others  are  charged  25  cents 
to  discourage  use  of  the  lot  by  non-patrons. 

Complete  inspection  of  the  house  is  made 
by  the  manager  or  assistant  every  week, 
from  the  rest  rooms  to  the  basement.  The 
problem  of  markings  on  rest  room  walls 
is  handled  by  instructions  to  janitors  to 
clean  and  scour  the  rooms  throughout 
daily.  The  basement  is  kept  clean,  without 
litter,  and  mechanical  or  service  depart- 
ment rooms  are  as  neat  as  the  rooms  the 
public  sees  regularly.  In  the  storeroom, 
everything  is  kept  on  shelves,  except  larger 
packages  which  must  be  placed  on  the  floor 
and  a monthly  inventory  is  taken,  to  keep 
close  control  of  stock  and  assure  a constant 
supply.  In  all  departments  anything  which 
cannot  be  used  is  disposed  of;  not  just 
allowed  to  accumulate  for  a general  house- 
cleaning. 

Paper  umbrella  holders  are  a special 
customer  service  feature.  Each  customer 
with  a wet  umbrella  is  given  one,  so  that 
the  damp  umbrella  can  be  kept  away  from 
the  clothes.  This  is  preferable  to  check- 
ing too  many  umbrellas  on  a rainy  day 
with  a large  show  crowd. 

The  emphasis  upon  house  appeal  is  evi- 
dent in  the  large,  attractive  lobby,  and  in 
the  eye-appeal  of  the  foyer,  which  is 
equipped  with  a large  leather  lounge  and 
single  chairs,  upholstered  in  blue  and 
brown  to  match  the  house.  The  comfort 
and  beauty  of  house  appointments  in 
general  may  be  taken  for  granted  here. 

Perhaps  the  real  secret  of  Mitchell’s  suc- 
cess in  his  policy  is  epitomized  in  the  train- 
ing his  staff  receives  in  customer  courtesy 
— lessons  sorely  needed  in  many  theatres 
today,  with  their  rapidly  changing  staffs. 
At  the  Beverly,  they  are  trained  to  be 
especially  helpful,  but  unobtrusively,  to 
older  people,  and  to  the  handicapped. 
During  this  writer’s  interview  with  Mitch- 
ell there  was  an  elderly  lady  in  a wheel 
chair,  quietly  enjoying  the  show  from  a 
point  of  vantage  at  the  far  end  of  the 
foyer,  where  she  attracted  little  attention, 


MITCHELL'S  MAINTENANCE  RULES 

1.  Check  of  towels,  paper,  soap,  and  sanitary 
napkins  in  rest  rooms  must  be  made  by  ushers 
when  the  house  opens,  double  checking  the  work 
of  the  janitors. 

2.  Ushers  must  stand  at  attention  at  their  as- 
signed aisles,  and  stay  at  their  position  unless  they 
leave  for  a good  reason  approved  by  the  chief  of 
staff  or  manager. 

3.  Ushers  are  to  take  a step  forward  and  greet 
a customer  when  he  starts  for  their  aisle,  not  just 
stand  still. 

4.  Every  patron  must  be  conducted  to  his  seat. 

5.  Aisles  must  be  kept  clean,  and  all  loose  paper, 
etc.,  picked  up  promptly. 

6.  Hair  must  be  combed  and  shoes  shined  at  all 
times.  Black  shoes  are  preferred,  but  not  insisted 
on  in  wartime.  The  theatre  provides  shine  equip- 
ment in  the  ushers'  dressing  room. 

7.  Uniforms  must  be  kept  on  a hanger  at  night. 
If  an  usher  fails  to  hang  his  uniform  up,  the  janitor 
is  instructed  to  bring  it  down  to  the  office,  where 
the  usher  must  acknowledge  his  dereliction  by 
claiming  it  next  day.  Uniforms  are  pressed  weekly 
and  cleaned  every  second  week,  at  the  theatre's 
expense. 

8.  Ushers  may  not  converse  with  friends  while  on 
duty. 

9.  Ushers  may  not  loiter  around  the  theatre  when 
not  on  duty,  though  they  may  sit  down  and  see  the 
show.  This  prevents  them  from  congregating  around 
the  candy  counter,  for  instance,  and  creating  a 
nuisance. 

10.  Flashlights  must  be  checked  before  going  on 
duty. 

11.  All  ushers  must  be  at  their  posts  before  the 
theatre  opens. 

12.  Call  manager  if  any  difference  arises  with  a 
patron.  The  usher  is  not  allowed  to  pass  judgment 
on  anything  that  arises  with  a patron. 

13.  Check  must  be  made  of  each  aisle  for  under- 
age children  at  the  curfew  hours,  7:00  and  10:30 
p.  m. 

14.  Be  pleasant  and  courteous  at  all  times,  as 
this  goes  a long  way  to  make  a success;  for  both 
the  individual  and  the  theatre. 


but  could  see  the  whole  show  clearly,  with- 
out being  in  anyone’s  way.  It  took 
thoughtfulness  to  arrange  that. 

Mitchell  maintains  his  standards  under 
wartime  conditions.  The  chief  of  staff  is 
the  only  usher  with  the  house  for  over 
a year;  in  the  past  three  months  with  a 
staff  of  10  he  has  had  a turnover  of  58 
ushers,  a number  of  them  involuntary  be- 
cause the  boys  did  not  measure  up  to  his 
requirements.  Staff  meetings  are  held  as 
often  as  twice  a week  if  necessary,  instead 
of  once  a month  as  before  the  war,  usually 
on  Sunday  nights  after  10  p.  m.,  when 
the  problems  of  the  biggest  day’s  business 
are  fresh  in  everybody’s  mind.  Each  staff 
member  is  asked  to  make  notes  of  any 
problems  that  arise  and  bring  them  up 
for  solution  at  the  meeting. 

An  effective  method  has  been  found  for 
insuring  conduct  up  to  the  standards. 
Ushers  are  each  given  two  passes  with 
their  pay  check  weekly,  for  distribution 
to  their  families  or  friends.  These  are 
valued  and  the  boys  appreciate  them;  but 
they  are  withheld  if  there  are  any  sig- 
nificant infractions  of  the  house  customs. 

The  operating  policies  that  have  built 
the  business  of  the  house,  aside  from  the 
(Continued  on  following  page) 
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Insistence  on  House  Appeal 
produces  a consistent 
patronage 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


better  practices  which  are  common  to  all 
good  showmen,  can  be  outlined  in  the 
accompanying  set  of  “rules”  which  Mitchell 
instills  into  his  staff  at  meetings  and  in 
personal  contacts. 

Cures  Rowdyism 

Mitchell  caters  to  a high-class  patronage 
and  strongly  discourages  hoodlums.  If  pa- 
trons make  an  undue  noise  they  are  given 
a refund  and  ejected  with  a second  chance, 
and  kept  out  of  the  theatre  for  some 
months  to  come. 

A trailer  is  run  regularly  telling  patrons 
that  quiet  is  necessary  to  enjoy  the  show 
fully  and  asking  them  to  notify  the  man- 
ager if  they  are  unduly  disturbed  by  others’ 
comments  or  noise. 

Carrying  out  this  idea  is  a sign  neatly 
posted  in  the  foyer,  reading: 

“Warning:  Wandering  around  theatre, 
unnecessary  running  up  and  down  aisles, 
loud  talking,  visiting  with  friends,  or  any 
other  manner  of  disturbance  will  not  be 
tolerated.  Gentlemen  must  not  wear  hats. 
Persons  not  complying  with  these  rules 
will  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
theatre.” 

Such  are  his  operating  polices.  What 
about  Mitchell  himself?  He  is  38  years 
old,  and  has  been  in  show  business  24 
years,  starting  as  an  usher  at  the  age  of 
14.  He  studied  electrical  engieering  in  col- 
lege, but  has  always  worked  around  a the- 
atre. By  good  fortune,  his  entire  show 
experience  has  been  with  de  luxe  type 
houses,  so  that  he  naturally  carries  his 
ideas  into  his  own  theatre. 

He  went  into  the  Beverly  in  1937  as  an 
associate  with  Bernard  L.  Kilbride  and  Dr. 
Leland  G.  Hillier,  after  managing  various 
Detroit  theatres.  He  has  managed  the 
Beverly  personally  since  the  day  it  opened 
and  it  is  the  most  complete  expression  of 
his  business  personality.  He  has  since 
added  the  duties  of  supervisor  of  the 
Alhambra  Theatre,  acquired  by  the  same 
ownership. 

Mitchell  has  three  hobbies:  Fishing  on 
the  larger  lakes,  hunting  birds  and  boat- 
ing on  small  cruisers. 

It  is  typical  of  him  as  a showman  that 
he  frequently  goes  afield  to  visit  other 
theatres  to  see  what  the  other  fellow  is 
doing,  because  he  believes  that  some  other 
showman  will  have  better  ideas  than  his 
own  which  he  can  adapt  to  the  running 
of  his  own  business. 


If  you  want  to  value  your  theatre  equip- 
ment more  highly,  just  try  to  replace  it. 
It  can’t  be  done — so  this  precious  stuff 
should  be  pampered  by  the  best  and  most 
persistent  maintenance. 


Leaks  in  air  conditioning,  refrigerating 
and  heating  equipment,  as  in  everything 
else,  mean  waste.  To  save,  prevent  leaks 
when  possible  by  proper  care,  and  repair 
leaks  promptly. 
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DECORATIVE  FINESSE  SANS  THE  FIRE  HAZARD 


Nine  Colors  Available 

in  Future  Plain  Carpet 


BAL  TABARIN 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

— Photographs  courtesy 
Thortel  Fireproof  Fabrics 


MN  NEW  construc- 
tion and  as  well 
the  modernizing  of 
theatres  at  present  and 
for  the  postwar  period, 
certain  catastrophes  of 
the  recent  past  should  be 
well  remembered.  Deco- 
rative effect  at  the  peril 
of  fire  and  panic  should  be  carefully 
avoided  in  all  theatre  construction  and 
refurbishing. 

While  recent  disasters  fortunately  have 
been  confined  to  night  clubs  and  circuses, 
the  danger  nevertheless  has  been  im- 
pressed upon  all  members  of  the  amuse- 
ment industries,  and  especially  theatre 
owners. 

Decorative  fabrics  for  draperies,  curtains 
and  wall  finishes  modestly  used  are  defi- 
nitely needed  in  theatres  for  house  appeal; 
but  the  use  of  unsafe  materials  creates  a 
fire  risk  far  out  of  proportion  to  benefits 
derived. 

The  recently  applied  decorative  treat- 
ment !in  the  popular  Bal  Tabarin  night 
club  in  New  York  City,  two  views  of  which 
are  illustrated  above,  indicates  how  atmos- 
pheric effect  can  be  retained  minus  the 
fire  hazard.  The  upper  view  shows  the 
dance  floor  over  which  the  ceiling  is 
draped  in  billowy  effect  with  white  Fibre- 
glas,  a basically  fireproof  material.  Col- 
ored lights  played  upon  the  material  pro- 
vide a most  effective  setting  for  the  dance. 

The  lower  view  shows  the  ceiling  area 
around  the  dance  floor  where  the  same 
material  in  a brilliant  peacock  blue  is 


stretched  tightly  across  the  ceiling  and 
around  the  beams.  The  decorative  awning 
and  flounce  also  made  of  Fibreglas,  set 
off  the  wall  murals  to  advantage.  The 
acoustics  of  the  room  also  are  said  to  have 
been  improved  considerably  by  the  treat- 
ment. 


Today  all  industries  are  faced  with  a 
shortage  of  electric  power.  Do  your  part 
and  see  that  all  lights  not  necessary  to 
operation  of  your  theatre  are  turned  off. 


When  issued,  the  carpet  industry’s  first 
color  card  will  present  nine  plain  shades. 
According  to  William  Brown,  stylist  for 
Alexander  Smith  and  Masland  and  chair- 
man of  the  Carpet  Institute  Styling  Com- 
mittee, the  colors  will  be:  Rose,  cedar, 
warm  tan,  beige,  light  gray,  sage  green, 
blue,  bergundy  and  mauve.  These  are  the 
hue  names  for  which  special  promotional 
names  are  expected  to  be  chosen. 

Mr.  Brown’s  statement  expresses  his  be- 
lief that  we  are  headed  toward  a much 
simpler  design  treatment  in  architecture 
and  decoration. 


Precision  reflectors  fur  re- 
placement in  all  types  anti 
makes  of  projection  arc 
lamps.  For  sale  by  most 
Independent  Theatre  Supply 
Dealers. 

THE  STRONG  ELECTRIC  CORP. 

87  Cily  Park  Avenue 
Toledo  2,  Ohio 

The  World's  Largest 
Manufacturer  of 
Projection  Arc  Lamps. 


Service  . . . Dependability. 


Send  for 
Winter 
Bargain 
Bulletin 


I.  S.O.S.  treats  you  with  pre-war  courtesy. 

Highest  Prices  Paid  for  Your  Old 
Equipment 


S.  O.S. CINEMA  SUPPLY  CO.  £y^Vsyl 


Substitute  Popcorn  Oils  That  Tarnish  and 
Stain  - - Increase  Your  Cleaning  Problems 

BUT  NOT  IF  YOU  USE  . . . 

KOREX  STOVE  CLEANER!!! 

Even  the  most  stubborn  baked-on  grease  stains 
are  quickly  and  easily  removed  with  Korex  Stove 
Cleaner  . . , Also — Korex  will  keep  your  chrome- 
trimmed  candy  cases  and  all  other  unpainted  metal 
surfaces  clean  and  shining. 

You'll  save  time — and  save  money,  by  using  Korex 
Stove  Cleaner  . . . Only  fifty  cents  for  a large  economy 
size  jar.  Bulk  prices  available  upon  request. 

™E  KoreX  ~ 

523  West  Nine  Mile  Rd.  Femdale,  Mich. 
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THE  ARTISTIC  SIDE  OF  ARCHITECTURE 
AS  APPLIED  TO  THEATRE  DECORATION 


The  Effect  of  Winter’s  Wear  and  Tear 

and  How  to  Correct  It 


T is  only  the  first 
of  February,  but  it  has 
already  been  the  prov- 
erbial long  cold  win- 
ter. Not  only  has  it 
been  far  colder  for 
longer  periods  than 
the  average  winter,  but 
there  has  been  consid- 
erable more  rain,  sleet, 
and  snow.  Add  to  this, 
winds  of  steady 
strength  out  of  the^ 
northern  quarters  of  the  compass,  with  no 
promise  of  letup,  and  we  have  the  weather 
picture  to  date  in  the  major  portion  of 
the  country. 

What  has  this  to  do  with  theatre  dec- 
oration? Quite  a lot  more  than  appears 
at  first  thought. 

For  usage,  weather,  and  time  are  the 
factors  against  which  good  theatre  dec- 
oration has  to  prove  itself.  And  that  proof 
finds  never  so  severe  a test  as  during  this 
particular  time  of  year  and  under  these 
exacting  conditions. 

Cause  and  Effect 

In  the  first  place,  lower  median  tem- 
peratures and  generally  strong  winds  have 
made  necessary  higher  heating  in  homes, 
theatres,  offices  and  factories;  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  entire  town  or  city  throws 
considerably  more  soot  from  its  chimneys 
down  upon  itself.  And  in  the  second  place, 
these  weather  conditions  have  prevailed 
for  so  long  now  that  the  soot  is  being 
transferred  from  the  outside  to  interiors 
where  its  presence  is  now  in  the  notice- 
able stage. 

It  is  not  just  a matter  of  additional  soil 
showing  above  overworked  radiators  or  hot 
air  vents;  but  of  general  dinginess,  heav- 
ily accented  with  finger  marks  and  smudg- 
ings  on  areas  within  the  public  reach. 
And  while  these  conditions  are  under- 
standable, there  is  nothing  that  so  ages  a 
theatre  nor  offers  the  patron  so  little 
real  cheer  and  welcome  as  a dull  interior 
lacking  sparkle,  the  real  stimulation  of 
clear,  clean  color,  and  a sense  of  con- 
spicuous cleanliness. 

Unless  a patron  feels  a fresh,  invigorat- 
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ing  lift  the  minute  he  steps  through  a 
theatre’s  doors — a sense  that  he  is  in  a 
changed  atmosphere  from  his  daily  sur- 
roundings and  routine — a feeling  (even  if 
subconscious)  that  he  is  being  offered 
stimulation,  comfort,  and  ease  from  the 
moment  he  buys  his  ticket — that  theatre 
interior  is  a failure.  And  an  interior  that 
does  not  sparkle  with  clean  color  and 
crisp  freshness  cannot  affect  a patron  ad- 
vantageously. 

Corrective  Procedure 

How  can  theatre  management  attain 
this  desired  result  under  the  unusual  con- 
ditions prevailing? 

The  first  step  is  to  take  inventory  of  the 
state  of  the  interior  from  the  front  door 
to  the  rear.  Very  likely  it  will  be  found 
that  while  a complete  redecoration  or 
washing  job  would  be  indicated,  economy 
directs  that  this  be  postponed  until  late 
spring;  but  that  with  a little  ingenuity 
the  effect  of  a totally  fresh  interior  can 
be  gained  with  but  minor  effort.  But  this 
effort  must  be  so  channeled  as  to  do  the 
most  good  wherever  it  is  applied.  For  ex- 
ample: the  first  thought  would  be  to  elim- 
inate any  focal  point  of  soil,  discoloration 
or  handling  marks;  such  as  blackened 
areas  over  heat  vents  or  radiators,  peeling 
of  paint  over  portions  of  damp  walls  or 
ceilings,  or  dirty  or  worn  spots  on  doors 
or  wainscoting.  These  eye-catchers  are  the 
most  blatant  in  advertising  the  condition 
of  your  house,  and  should  be  the  ones  to 
receive  the  first  attention.  i 

Expert  advice  at  this  point  is  the  es- 
sence of  economy.  It  may  not  be  neces- 
sary to  repaint  the  whole  area  of  a wall 
that  a radiator  or  heat  vent  has  defaced. 
It  may  require  the  most  professional  of 
washings.  And  let  us  stop  to  explain  here 
that  the  technique  of  washing  various  wall 
and  ceiling  surfaces  successfully  is  one 
that  requires  the  utmost  skill  and  experi- 
ence. Many  are  the  surfaces  entrusted 
to  casual  washings  that  have  been  ruined 
to  the  point  of  requiring  a full  painting 
job,  thus  causing  double  expense  for  the 
operation.  There  are  as  many  techniques 

* Theatre  Decorating  Specialist;  Decorative  Consult- 
ant to  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning  Institute. 


to  successful  washing  as  there  are  paints, 
materials  and  surfaces;  hence  a profes- 
sional washing  job,  where  required,  is  an 
ultimate  economy. 

Spot  Treatment 

But  if  the  area  over  the  radiator  or  vent 
is  beyond  washing,  it  still  may  not  be  nec- 
essary to  repaint  the  whole  wall.  Perhaps 
the  design  and  color  scheme  of  the  room 
will  permit  the  addition  of  further  dec- 
oration at  this  area,  and  a newly  painted 
panel  can  be  superimposed  over  the  soiled 
portion  in  a manner  that  will  blend  with 
the  rest  of  the  room  and  still  cover  the 
defective  portion.  There  have  been  in- 
stances where  improvements  of  this  sort 
have  not  only  taken  care  of  the  immediate 
problem,  but  have  added  surprisingly  to 
the  interest  of  the  rest  of  the  room. 

But  if,  after  even  all  these  eyesores 
have  been  rectified,  the  over-all  effect  is 
still  one  of  dullness,  perhaps  the  interior 
can  still  be  revived  with  a fresh  new 
treatment  on  one  or  two  of  the  focal  points 
of  the  theatre.  Perhaps  it  is  the  lobby  that 
is  getting  gray  in  mood  as  well  as  color, 
and  there  is  a wall  area  ahead  that  is 
showing  signs  of  handling  and  general 
soil.  Painting  this  one  surface  alone  in 
a fresh  new  scheme  is  likely  to  reflect 
glory  also  on  the  neighboring  walls,  giving 
the  general  impression  that  the  whole 
room  has  been  redone  and  freshened. 

Or  it  may  be  a smaller  area  around  a 
drinking  fountain  or  candy  alcove  which, 
if  newly  painted,  removes  a run-down  con- 
dition and  at  the  same  time  gives  the 
impression  of  improvements  on  a far 
greater  scale.  The  secret  lies  in  picking 
the  most  conspicuously  placed,  well-lighted, 
or  otherwise  noticeable  feature  of  the  room 
to  concentrate  the  attentions  on.  The  rest 
of  the  room  will  then  drop  even  farther 
into  the  background  yet  appear  bettered 
for  the  renovation. 

Drapes,  Seats,  Etc. 

But  perhaps  the  problem  extends  even 
further  than  the  conditions  outlined,  and 
the  drapes,  furnishings  and  rugs  are  the 
offenders  in  the  picture.  Here  is  a case 
where  it  is  poor  economy  to  wait  until  late 
spring  for  cleaning.  For  fabrics  and  car- 
petings, once  soiled  beyond  thorough 
cleaning,  will  never  again  have  the  life 
and  beauty,  nor  even  give  the  service  they 
might  have,  had  they  been  adequately 
cared  for.  Get  these  perishable  fabrics 
right  off  to  be  cleaned  to  give  them  a re- 
newed lease  on  life. 

Should  it  be  found  that  upholstered 
pieces  are  beyond  cleaning  successfully, 
have  well-fitting  slip  covers  made  at  once. 
We  emphasize  the  importance  of  fit  be- 
cause a slip  cover,  well-tailored  to  the 
piece  for  which  it  is  intended,  slides  about 
much  less,  receives  less  strain,  and  besides 
looking  infinitely  better,  will  outlast  a 
badly  tailored  cover  by  a substantial  mar- 
gin. Another  argument  for  the  well-done, 


ADVISORY  SERVICE 

As  Decorative  Consultant  to  the  MODERN 
THEATRE  section,  Hanns  R.  Teichert  will  be  glad 
to  correspond  with  any  of  our  readers  who  may 
wish  information  and  advice  on  decorating  pro- 
cedure. All  such  inquiries  will  be  given  prompt 
attention.  Address  your  inquiry  to  The  MOD- 
ERN THEATRE,  322  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  It  will  be  immediately  referred  to  Mr. 
Teichert  for  analysis  and  advice,  without  obli- 
gation. 
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colorful,  and  attractive  slip  cover  is  that 
it  is  not  too  early  to  suggest  a hint  of 
spring  in  theatre  interiors,  just  as  smart 
restaurant  and  hotel  managements  are 
now  doing. 

Keeping  in  mind  that  a theatre  should, 
about  all  else,  offer  pleasure  to  its  patrons 
is  the  motive  behind  this  kind  of  constant 
and  searching  self-improvement.  Success- 
ful theatre  operators  work  on  this  theory 
to  the  point  where  they  have  made  their 
houses  second  homes  to  their  patrons. 
And  in  some  cases,  homes  that  have  shown 
leadership  to  the  point  where  they  have 
served  as  happy  examples  to  their  patrons’ 
own  private  domiciles. 


Theatre  Face-Litting  . . . 
a big  best-seller  for 
postwar  boxoffice 


(Continued  from  page  10) 


attractiveness  that  can  always  be  found 
in  the  window  displays  of  retail  stores. 
The  space  on  the  front  of  your  theatre 
is  worth  a lot  of  money  per  square  foot. 

In  your  planning  for  face-lifting,  as  well 
as  designing  a new  theatre,  make  up  your 
mind  that  you  are  going  to  have  a display 
system  that  not  only  sets  a new  high  in 
showmanship  and  boxoffice  appeal,  but 
also  one  that  establishes  a new  low  in 
maintenance  cost. 

Undoubtedly  the  best  in  theatre  display 
systems  costs  the  most;  that  is,  the  initial 
cost  is  high,  but  such  a display  system  will 
pay  for  itself  many  times  during  the  years 
of  its  good  service,  probably  during  the 
life  of  your  theatre,  covering  a period  that 
would  require  renewal  of  several  inferior 
quality  display  systems. 

The  public  gets  its  impression  as  to  the 
quality  of  entertainment  you  provide  by 
the  display  you  maintain.  A good-looking 
theatre  front  with  a modern  quality  dis- 
play system  complements  your  showman- 
ship, truly  reflects  the  grade  of  entertain- 
ment your  patrons  receive,  adds  distinc- 
tion to  the  show  windows  of  your  theatre 
and  at  a cost  that  grows  smaller  year  by 
year  of  its  continuing  service. 


Service — Plus  Provisions 
for  the  postwar  remodeling 
plans 


(Continued  from  page  9) 


should  be  studied  carefully  and  stressed 
particularly  in  remodeling  old  theatres. 
Such  projects  need  the  added  attraction 
perhaps  even  more  than  the  new  houses.  At 
any  rate,  after  the  war  when  the  customer 
is  again  right,  that  old  devil  competition 
will  again  dictate  and  all  the  plus-services 
available  will  not  be  too  many. 


Motors  should  be  watched  for  overloads. 
A motor  when  overloaded  will  run  hot. 
When  it  is  uncomfortable  to  the  touch, 
that  is,  the  housing  or  framework,  it  is  a 
sure  sign  that  the  particular  motor  is 
laboring  with  an  overload. 


Restyle  Your  Theatre 

with  NU-WOOD 

Let  us  show  you  how  Nu-Wood  Interior  Finish 
con  restyle  your  theatre  for  increased  patron  ap- 
peal. Available  in  varied  fadeproof  colors,  Nu- 
Wood  goes  right  over  old  walls— -adds  new  beauty, 
improves  acoustics  and  insulates,  too.  For  infor- 
mation, write  Wood  Conversion  Company,  Dept.  134-2 
First  National  Bank  Building,  St.  Paul  1,  Minnesota. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


for  Bigger  Box  Office  Receipts 


CARRIER  CORPORATION,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


DUE  TO  NEW 
RESTRICTIONS 

on  manpower  and  a severe  short- 
age of  candy,  we  regret  that  we 
will  be  unable  to  accept  any  new 
accounts  during  February. 

However,  we  will  try  to  serve 
our  older  accounts  as  best  we  can 
until  the  situation  eases  up. 

KAYLINE  COMPANY 

Hollycourt  9009 

1538  W.  Jarvis  Ave.  Chicago  26,  111. 
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Dear  Subscriber:  Please  put  a marker  her  e and  pass  this  issue  on  to  Projection  Room 


CIO'  CLINIC 


PRACTICAL  DISCUSSIONS  ON  MODERN 
PROJECTION  AND  SOUND  PRACTICES 


(OVERSEAS  EDITION) 

Here’s  Something  (we  con  do)  for 

Our  Boys  Overseas 


-/HELVING  for  the  moment  our  cus- 
tomary continuing  discussion  of  purely  do- 
mestic problems,  we  open  the  Clinic  this 
month  with  a new  thought  for  home  front 
consumption.  This,  therefore,  will  be  our 
Overseas  Edition! 

Followers  of  this  department  during  the 
past  four  war  years  undoubtedly  have  no- 
ticed an  ever-increasing  number  of  pub- 
lished contributions  from  Service  Men — 
our  boys  who  have  left  their  civilian  future 
in  the  laps  of  the  gods  while  they  risk 
their  all  for  us. 

From  training  camps  and  ships  at  sea; 
from  billets  hard  by  the  fighting  lines  on 
all  fronts  have  come  many  useful  sugges- 
tions and  but  few  complaints  from  the 
Joes  who  left  their  jobs  in  our  care. 

Probably  many  of  us  at  home  look  at 
postwar  planning,  if,  indeed,  we  have  con- 
sidered it  at  all,  as  a strictly  civilian  pur- 
suit. But  get  this  straight — there’s  some 
real  planning  going  on  up  there  at  the 
fronts  and  we’ve  got  to  back  it  up  with 
more  than  mere  lip  service  here  at  home! 

Typical,  and  sharply  to  the  point,  is  a 
letter  headed  ‘‘Germany,  December  28, 
1944”  from  one  of  our  boys.  We  can  think 
of  no  better  way  to  introduce  the  new 
thought  expressed  and  start  some  discus- 
sion on  it  than  to  print  this  letter  from 
Cpl.  Tom  J.  Maloney  to  our  editor: 

“The  August  5th  issue  of  Boxoffice 
has  just  reached  me  overseas  and  indeed 
it  made  interesting  fare.  Particularly  ef- 
fective and  worth  some  comment  was  an 
article  on  page  52,  slug-lined  ‘Holds  Edu- 
cational Film  Won’t  Affect  Theatres.’  This 
article  was  most  informative  and  after 
completing  it,  I thought  you  might  be  able 
to  supply  some  information  which  would 
help  some  soldiers  in  formulation  of  post- 
war plans. 

“As  a U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corps  news- 
reel cameraman,  I have  found  that  there 
are  a number  of  us  who  are  definitely  in- 
terested in  entering  the  educational  film 
field  from  the  production  end  after  the 
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war.  Without  going  into  tiresome  par- 
ticulars, I can  assure  you  that  these  men 
have  had  technical  training  and  actual  ex- 
perience that  will  be  a definite  asset  to 
them  when  they  return  to  civilian  status. 
Through  numerous  periodicals,  we  have 
been  informed  numerous  times  of  the 
glowing  prospects  in  all  phases  of  this  new 
and  expanding  field.  We  have  reviewed 
all  of  our  qualifications  and  feel  that  this 
industry  should  have  use  for  our  talents 
and  services. 

“We  would  appreciate  no  end  an  article 
especially  written  from  the  angle  of  help- 
ing us  and  other  personnel  still  in  service 
to  appraise  the  actual  employment  possi- 
bilities in  the  field  starting  from  the  pro- 
duction type  jobs,  cameramen,  and  so 
forth,  through  to  distribution,  bookers,  ex- 
change, and  so  forth.  Included  should  be 
approximate  salary  scales  for  each  po- 
sition and  various  chances  for  advance- 
ment through  promotion.  Projected  ex- 


JITTERS  & JILLS 


Prospective  Pupil;  “Gee,  Pops!  . . . and 
you  get  PAID  for  seeing  Frankie  four 
times  a day.  What  I wouldn’t  give  for 
your  job!  Teach  me  how,  willy  a,  huh, 
Pops?’’ 


pansion  plans  of  the  16mm  field  should 
be  included  in  such  a coverage. 

“We  realize  that  Boxoffice  is  in  the 
strictest  sense  a tradepaper,  but  we  feel 
that  having  contacts  both  in  the  35mm  and 
16mm  industries,  you  would  be  best  quali- 
fied and  could  reach  most  of  the  interested 
groups  in  the  service,  since  Boxoffice 
has  a goodly  circulation  throughout  the 
Armed  Forces  overseas.  It  would  be  one 
of  the  most  appreciated  helps  that  could 
be  given  to  us  all  at  this  time. 

“We  would  also  like  to  know  if  the  news- 
reel companies  which  eventually  will  have 
to  be  rejuvenated  with  new  personnel 
would  consider  the  experience  records  of 
these  returning  veterans — and  that  could 
well  be  another  article.  What  sort  of  re- 
absorption can  former  theatre  employes 
expect  upon  release?  What  other  new  al- 
lied industries  have  been  developed  or  ex- 
panded since  the  war?  You  may  be  sure 
that  such  a project  would  find  an  avid 
audience  over  here,  as  the  motion  picture 
industry,  no  matter  in  what  capacity  the 
individual  served,  has  not  lost  a poten- 
tial number  of  individuals  who  wish  to 
continue  in  the  field — and  who  still  con- 
tinue to  keep  up  with  developments  in 
the  field  insofar  as  they  are  able  while 
overseas. 

“The  last  time  I wrote  you  was  to  make 
an  entry  in  the  ‘Cine  Clinic’  contest  two 
years  ago  when  I was  the  lucky  winner  of 
a two-year  subscription  to  Boxoffice 
for  my  entry  which  was  printed.  I haven’t 
been  without  the  magazine  since,  even 
overseas.  I would  appreciate  hearing  your 
views  on  this  request  and  we  will  all  be 
looking  forward  to  such  an  article  in  The 
Modern  Theatre  Section.  May  we  hear 
from  you  soon?  Thank  you  for  your  time.” 


Candidly,  Corporal  Tom,  we  cannot 
speak  with  authority  for  all  parties  at 
interest  in  the  several  questions  raised. 
Some  of  them  are  a bit  beyond  our  limited 
sphere  of  influence.  But,  we  firmly  be- 
lieve that  we  speak  the  will  of  the  entire 
motion  picture  industry  in  broadly  assur- 
ing you  and  the  rest  of  the  boys  in  service 
that  your  technical  training,  experience 
and  service  rendered  will  not  be  overlooked 
upon  your  (early,  we  pray)  return  to  civil- 
ian status. 

Meanwhile,  we  invite  a free  and  frank 
discussion  herein  of  the  points  raised  in 
Tom’s  letter,  which  we  shall  call  to  the 
attention  of  all  parties  concerned.  Any- 
one who  wants  may  write  to  Cpl.  Tom  J. 
Maloney  in  care  of  this  publication. 

Still  think  the  foxhole  boys  aren’t  post- 
war planning?  Take  this  typical  letter  from 
Sgt.  Jack  W.  Merrill,  date-lined  “Burma, 
December  28,  1944:” 

“I  observed  a clipping  in  a recent  issue 
of  Boxoffice  wherein  you  offer  the  serv- 
ices of  a Research  Bureau  set  up  for  post- 
war theatre  planning.  There  were  fifteen 
subjects  listed,  any  one  or  all  of  which 
would  be  of  interest  to  me.  However,  rather 
than  check  all  fifteen  items,  I’ve  decided 
to  outline  my  own  particular  field  of  in- 
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terest  and  see  if  your  service  can  cover 
it  for  me. 

“I  am  going  to  build  a theatre  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  war’s  end.  At  pres- 
ent, I’m  trying  to  collect  as  much  data  as 
possible.  I want  to  shorten  the  inevitable 
planning  period  after  the  war  in  every 
way  I can. 

“On  practically  every  item  you’ve  listed, 
I want  information  on  costs — even  though 
based  on  prewar  scales.  I want  as  much 
information  as  there  is  available  on  build- 
ing a theatre.  Enough  so  that  the  day  I 
leave  the  service  I’ll  have  but  one  problem 
remaining — the  location.  Aside  from  the 
location,  I’d  like  to  have  everything  else 
settled  in  my  mind  and  ready  for  discus- 
sion with  the  contractor. 

“So  far,  I’ve  purposely  avoided  request- 
ing anything  specific  as  I want  you  to 
grasp  the  general  picture  of  what  I’m  up 
against.  My  contacts  in  the  industry  are 
limited  and  as  a result  I must  grope 
around  in  this  fashion  until  I’ve  estab- 
lished satisfactory  leads  that  I can  fol- 
low up. 

“To  be  a little  more  precise:  If  I outline 
the  house  I have  in  mind,  are  there  archi- 
tectural services  which  will  offer  prelimi- 
nary sketches,  recommending  building  ma- 
terials, decorations  and  equipment?  Would 
this  include  an  estimate  of  overall  cost? 
I realize  nothing  definite  could  be  estab- 
lished regarding  costs  until  all  materials 
were  agreed  upon  and  that  then  there  is 
the  uncertainty  of  future'  building  costs  to 
say  nothing  of  the  influence  of  location. 
However,  it  would  seem  that  some  broad, 


general  estimate  could  be  established  as 
a working  figure. 

“That’s  enough  for  a beginning.  I am 
enclosing  your  coupon  and  have  checked 
those  items  which  are  of  particular  inter- 
est to  me.  I assume  your  Research  Bureau 
is  hardly  a charitable  institution,  so  kindly 
advise  me  my  share  of  the  upkeep. 

“One  more  thing:  I understand  the  War 
Production  Board  conducted  a fairly  ex- 
tensive survey  designed  to  determine  areas 
in  need  of  new  theatres.  Can  you  learn  if 
the  findings  of  this  survey  are  public  in- 
formation and,  if  so,  can  you  obtain  these 
results. 

“I  shall  await  your  reply  with  keen  in- 
terest and  sincerely  hope  your  Bureau  may 
be  a means  of  acquiring  the  information 
I need.” 


Dear  Jack:  It’s  pretty  hard  to  plan  a 
theatre  ’til  you  pick  a location.  That  done 
look  up  a theatre  architect  (see  our  list 
of  architects  herein),  pick  out  one  near 
where  you  want  to  locate,  get  his  prelimi- 
nary advice  and  then  lean  on  him.  Cost 
estimates  given  now  probably  will  be  all 
haywire  after  the  war.  Meantime,  watch 
M.  T.  for  postwar  theatre  models,  new 
product  developments  and  ideas.  We’ve 
enrolled  you  in  the  Research  Bureau  and 
have  asked  all  suppliers  to  send  data  to 
you. 


A well  maintained  theatre  is  a safe  thea- 
tre. A clean  theatre  is  free  from  fire 
hazards. 


THE  \q/uiz  POT 


A CAULDRON  FOR  COOKING  UP  ANS- 
WERS TO  OTHER  PEOPLES'  PROBLEMS 


Address  The  MODERN  THEATRE,  332  S.  Michigan 
Ave..  Chicago  4,  111. 


What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 

Please  pardon  while  we  open  our  fan 
mail,  and  then  excuse  us  for  publishing  a 
short  but  hot  one.  We  pepper  the  Pot 
with  a few  lines  from  Proj.  E.  B.  Tipton, 
penned  in  the  projection  room  of  the 
Manor  Theatre  down  in  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina.  He  quips: 

“I  enjoy  reading  your  Cine'  Clinic  every 
time  it  is  published  and  if  you  stop  pub- 
lishing it  I know  a lot  of  managers  and 
projectionists  who  will  not  pick  up  your 
tradepaper  for  anything  else.” 

* * * 

Thanx,  Tip,  for  your  rather  cross- 
handed compliment.  But  what’s  the  mat- 
ter with  the  rest  of  the  book? 

* * * 

Mgr.  Gabriel  Howard  of  St.  Mary’s 
Movie.  Whitesville,  Kentucky,  who  has  ap- 
( Continued  on  following  page) 
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PROJECTORS  WORTHY  OF  A PROUD  NAME 


A PROUD  NAME  in  the  motion  picture 
world,  DeVRY  is  justly  proud  of  its  new 
35mm  motion  picture  projectors  for  which 
orders  are  now  being  accepted.  Into  these 
streamlined,  rugged,  durable  and  trouble- 
free  essentials  to  audience  satisfaction  has 
gone  a wealth  of  engineering  knowledge 
and  experience.  Back  of  their  sterling  per- 
formance in  the  theater,  are  new  manufac- 


turing techniques,  improved  machinery, 
broadened  facilities — and  the  skilled  crafts- 
manship of  men  who  have  earned  their 
FOURTH  Army-Navy  "E”  award  for  ex- 
cellence in  the  production  of  motion  pic- 
ture sound  equipment.  RESULT:  a theater 
projector  that  exceeds  generally  accepted 
commercial  standards  in  every  respect. 
Coupon  will  bring  you  facts  of  importance. 


DeVRY  CORPORATION,  Dept.  MT-B2 
I 1111  Armitage  Ave.,  Chicago  14,  Illinois 

Please  send  details  about  the  NEW  DeVRY  35mm 
Theater  Projectors  and  Sound  Systems. 

I Name 


Address 


City 


Theater 

I 


State.  . . 
Capacity 


I 

I 
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Division  oi  National  « Simples  * BludwortK,  1 n< 


What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 


(Continuation  of  The  Quiz  Pot) 


peared  herein  before,  comes  again  and 
with  a “Kink.”  He  draws  and  writes: 


\tr 


“Here’s  one  for  the  engineers  to  ponder 
over.  The  film  should  be  brought  from 
the  upper  magazine  horizontally  instead 
of  vertically.  Fire  doesn’t  travel  well  hori- 
zontally. Vertical  fire  doors  will  not  stop 
a fire  everytime — I know  from  sad  experi- 
ence.” 

* * * 

Much  obliged,  Gabe.  We  don’t  vouch 
for  the  practicability  of  your  “Kink,”  but 
gladly  pass  it  along  for  comment. 

* * * 

Proj.  Ray  C.  McQueen  of  the  Dodge 
Theatre  in  Eastman,  Georgia,  camments 
on  the  “Kinks”  of  others  hereinbefore 
presented  and  comes  up  with  a few  of  his 
own.  He  writes: 

“I’ve  been  reading  the  Cine'  Clinic  for 
a long  time,  but  the  December  2nd  edi- 
tion beats  them  all.  My  fellow  projection- 
ists have  been  sending  in  some  fine  kinks; 
so  here’s  my  two  cents’  worth. 

“I  agree  with  the  boys  that  the  film 
damage  is  caused  by  school-boy  projec- 
tionists, over-aged  equipment,  and  most 
of  all  the  exchanges. 

“To  Sgt.  Bob  Merry:  About  your  foot- 
light  problem.  It  is  a lot  of  bother  to  go 
backstage  before  each  performance  to  turn 
on  the  floor  lights  so  you  can  show  off 
your  curtain.  To  solve  that,  I cut  another 
port  in  the  front  wall — about  a twelve- 
inch  circle — just  about  ten  inches  from 
the  projector  port.  Then  I loosened  the 
only  wing  screw  about  nine  inches  above 
the  wing  so  that  the  whole  lamp  will 
swing  over  for  use  as  a spotlight. 

“With  no  condensing  lens,  you  can  ad- 
just the  spot  to  cover  the  entire  stage  or 
a small  spot  for  a speaker.  I understand 
this  was  designed  for  stereopticon  opera- 
tion, but  it  works  perfect  for  a spot  or  flood 
light.  This  works  on  the  three  and  five- 
point  stands. 

“While  I’m  on  the  lamphouse,  I have 
noticed  that  a lot  of  projectionists  don’t 
have  an  image  to  set  the  negative  carbon. 
To  do  this,  simply  drill  a small  hole  in  the 
top  of  the  lamp. 

“Another  thing  I have  found  helpful  is 
to  wire  a small  piece  of  mirror  in  the  port- 
hole (watching  your  position  so  that  it 
doesn’t  interfere  with  the  fire  shutter) . 
It  can  be  most  any  shape,  but  try  to  get 
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a piece  about  a quarter  of  an  inch,  then 
by  twisting  and  bending  the  wire  you  can 
reflect  a perfect  picture  on  the  wall  of 
the  booth. 

My  assistant,  Proj.  Frank  Eckles,  has 
given  me  a fine  idea.  While  relieving  me, 
the  take-up  belt  broke  and  he  trimmed 
the  belt,  got  a shingle  nail,  heated  it  over 
a struck  arc  and  pushed  the  red  hot  nail 
through  the  belt.  He  then  inserted  the 
link  and  the  job  was  done.  Very  neat  too. 
Believe  me,  it’s  harder  to  pull  the  link 
through  that  way  and  it  stays  put  longer.” 

* * * 

Very  good,  Ray.  Your  comments  and 
short  cuts  will  surely  be  appreciated  by 
a lot  of  the  boys. 

* * 

Proj.  Billy  Moore  of  the  Tivoli  Theatre 
in  Ardmore,  Oklahoma,  has  an  unusual 
idea  which  greatly  arouses  our  curiosity. 
He’d  like  to  promote  something  and  wants 
to  prove  it  by  having  his  colleagues  (that’s 
you  guys)  write  in.  Says  Billy: 

‘‘Everyone  seems  to  have  his  say  and 
send  in  some  swell  ‘Kinks’  for  the  Quiz 
Pot  and  most  all  projectionists  save  the 
Kinks — just  like  I do.  There’s  just  one 
thing.  I’ve  missed  several  copies  of  The 
Modern  Theatre  and  I know  there  are  oth- 
ers just  like  me  who  have  missed  theirs, 
because  maybe  the  manager  didn’t  get  but 
one  copy  himself  and  wanted  to  keep  it. 
Well,  the  projectionist  is  left  out. 

“If  there  was  a book  published  by  the 
Quiz  Pot,  with  a name  like  this,  ‘Kinks 
for  the  Projectionist,’  it  could  be  almost 
any  size,  and  have  all  the  Kinks  that  have 
been  published  in  it.  Or — have  the  book 
loose-leafed  so  we  could  add  the  Kinks 
as  they  were  published.  Now  it  wouldn’t 
be  so  much  trouble  to  publish  the  Kinks 
in  The  Modern  Theatre  just  the  size  of 
the  book  so  that  we  could  clip  them  and 
add  to  it. 

“Yes,  I know  we  must  conserve  paper 
for  the  war.  We  also  must  conserve  the 
equipment  we  have,  and  the  Quiz  Pot  helps 
us  to  do  it.  The  Quiz  Pot  is  for  the  pro- 
jectionist and  to  help  the  projectionist, 
so  if  we  had  a book  with  all  the  Kinks 
other  projectionists  have  sent  in — and  then 
if  ever  we  had  trouble  with  something — 
we  could  have  a book  to  go  to  and  see 
what  other  projectionists  did. 

“I  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  any  type 
of  book  that  would  help  me,  and  the  other 
projectionists  here  in  Ardmore  would  too. 
I’m  sure  other  projectionists  everywhere 
else  would  too.  If  you  don’t  think  so,  print 
this  letter — and  if  the  projectionists  think 
it’s  a good  idea  they  could  drop  a post 
card  to  the  Quiz  Pot  and  let  you  know. 
Also  how  they  would  like  the  book  to  be 
— and  a good  name  for  it. 

“So  come  on — let’s  have  something  like 
this  for  the  help  and  sake  of  our  equip- 
ment.” 

This  boy  Billy  is  really  accentuating  the 
positive.  He  wants  to  know  how  the  rest 
of  his  gang  feels  about  his  educational 
suggestion — so  do  we.  This  sure  should 
inspire  you  to  write  us  on — 

What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 


Why  dont  you  guys  send  for 
your  own  television  hooks  ? 


YOU  may  not  want  to  be  disturbed, 
either,  when  you  receive  your  copy 
of  the  RCA  Theatre  Television  Handbook. 
Send  your  coupon  and  get  this  essential 
information  on  theatre  television. 

The  handbook  was  designed  for  pro- 
jectionists, but  also  contains  news  of 
television  developments  of  interest  to 
exhibitors  and  theatre  managers  — such 
as  television  reception  and  large- 
screen  projection.  There  are  chapters 
dealing  with  the  commercial  possi- 
bilities of  television,  handling  of 
programs,  audience  response. 


RCA’s  television  experience  is  backed 
by  a quarter  century  in  the  field  of  elec- 
tronics and  includes  television  installa- 
tions at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  in 
1939,  and  demonstration  large-screen 
television  projection  at  the  New  Yorker 
Theatre  in  1941.  This  new  book  is 
offered  by  the  RCA  Service  Company 
as  an  aid  to  projectionists  and  exhibitors 
in  preparing  for  theatre  television. 

Send  for  your  free  copy,  today! 
Address:  RCA  Service  Company, 
Inc.,  Box  70-175H,  Camden,  New 
Jersey. 


RCA  SERVICE  COMPANY,  INC. 

A Radio  Corporation  of  America  Subsidiary 


FREE!  NEW  BOOK  ON 
THEATRE  TELEVISION 


Don’t  wait — get  your  copy  of  this  in- 
formative book  on  Theatre  Tele- 
vision right  away.  No  obligation. 

RCA  SERVICE  CO.,  Inc.,  Box  70-17SH,  Camden,  N.  J. 


| Name 

| Theatre 

1 Are  you:  Manager? Projectionist? 

I Address 

City State 70-6436-175 

I 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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THE  BOX-OFFICE  LIFELINE 


Backed  by  55  years'  electrical 
experience  and  3 5 years'  theatre  experience. 
Designed  specifically  for  use  with  direct  current  projection 
arcs,  the  most  easily  controlled,  reliable,  efficient,  constant 
...  and  uniform  high  intensity  light  source. 

Built  in  all  ratings  and  combinations.  Write  for  literature.  : 

fj.  E.  ROBIN,  INC.  • 330  W.  42nd  Street  • New  York  Cit yj 
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about 


The  "know  how"  gained 
through  36  years  special- 
ized experience  assures 
you  of  the  best  in  projec- 
tor parts.  Your  Independ- 
ent Theatre  Equipment 
Dealer  has  them.  ^ 


. 


LaVezzi  Machine  Works 


/PEOPLE 

/and 

/PRODUCT 

That  beautiful  book  “Lamplight”  au- 
thored by  Harry  H.  Strong  of  The  Strong 
Electric  Corporation  and  sent  out  to  the 
trade  last  month  is  still  being  talked 
about.  It  traces  lamplight  from  flaming 
splinters  down  to  fluorescent  tubes  and 
tells  how  projection  lamp  manufacturers 
drew  upon  each  succeeding  improvement 
through  the.  ages  to  create  a superior 
product. 

* * * 

Lees-Cochrane  Company,  Inc.  (Carpets), 
of  Bridgeport,  Pa.,  announce  the  addition 
of  Messrs.  Arthur  H.  MacLeod  and  Fred 
E.  Kreis  to  their  sales  organization.  Mac- 
Leod will  headquarter  in  Buffalo  and 
Kreis  in  the  Washington-Baltimore  sector. 
* * * 

Motiograph  reports  some  additional 
prime  and  sub-contracts  to  produce  for 
the  Armed  Forces  many  new  items  of 
radio,  radar  and  gun-fire  control  apparatus 
which  will  keep  the  three  Motiograph 
plants  working  at  full  capacity  for  all 
of  1945. 


180  NORTH  WACKER  DRIVE  • CHICAGO  6,  ILLINOIS 


Cleopatra  Had  The  “Come  On' 


She  had  a way  with  the  men  — 
in  fact  big,  strong  Marc  Anthony 
threw  away  an  empire  just 
for  her  company.  Yes, 
flashy  fronts  have  been  the  downfall 
of  many  a big  guy!  Here  at  Altec, 
we’ve  never  gone  in  for  the 
showy  stuff.  Good  engineering 
service  is  our  business. 

The  only  thing  we  have  a way  with 
is  booth  equipment.  You’ll  be 
interested  to  learn  about  one 
of  the  Altec  services  tailored 
to  your  requirements.  Write  today. 


ATLANTA  • BOSTON  • CHICAGO  • CINCINNATI  • DALLAS 
DETROIT  • LOS  ANGELES • NEW  YORK  • PHILADELPHIA  • SEATTLE 


THE  SERVICE  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 


Two  far-flung  outposts  of  the  motion 
picture  industry  recently  have  acquired 
new  DeVry  35mm  projectors.  Norman 
Olsen,  manager  of  DeVry  Corporation’s  ex- 
port department,  announces  the  installa- 
tion of  projectors  in  a new  theatre  at 
Tananarive,  Madagascar,  and  in  the  Lyric 
Theatre  at  Kodiak,  Alaska. 

* * * 

Republication  in  booklet  form  of  Stan- 
ley Young’s  noteworthy  article  “What  Will 
Happen  in  the  Movies  the  Day  War  Is 
Over”  is  announced  by  the  Ampro  Cor- 
poration of  Chicago.  This  stimulating  sur- 
vey of  the  postwar  possibilities  of  16mm 
sound  motion  pictures  first  apeared  in  the 
November  ’44  issue  of  Cosmopolitan. 

* * * 

The  Advertising  Club  of  Washington  re- 
cently had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  hav- 
ing the  subject  of  television  thoroughly 
explained  by  T.  F.  Joyce,  general  manager 
of  the  Radio,  Phonograph  and  Television 
Department  of  RCA  when  he  gave  an  in- 
formative talk  on  “The  Influence  of  Tele- 
vision on  Our  Postwar  Economy.” 

* * * 

An  attractive  brochure  received  from 
Bausch  & Lomb  last  month  announces 
with  pride  that  this  company  is  “One  of 
the  First  with  the  Fifth.”  Referring  to 
the  newly  added  fifth  star  in  the  B.  & L. 
Army-Navy  “E”  flag. 

* * * 

A comprehensive  handbook  on  the  what, 
how  and  why  of  theatre  television,  pre- 
pared by  RCA  Service  Company,  is  now- 
ready  for  theatre  managers  and  projec- 
tionists, according  to  W.  L.  Jones,  vice- 
president  of  the  Service  Company.  Sent 
free  for  the  asking. 
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American  Seating  Makes 
VerMeulen  Sales  Manager 

H.  M.  Taliaferro, 
president  of  American 
Seating  Company,  has 
announced  the  ap- 
pointment of  James  M. 

VerMeulen  to  the  post 
of  General  Sales  Man- 
ager of  the  companj , 
following  the  resigna- 
tion of  E.  P.  Whitley. 

Mr.  VerMeulen  as- 
sumed his  new  duties 
on  January  1st.  He 
brings  to  them  a well-rounded  experience 
and  ability  in  both  sales  and  production, 
developed  during  nearly  20  years’  associa- 


"HOW  I CUT 
CARBON  COSTS 

\0-25%" 


You  burn  every  inch  of  Droll 
Processed  Carbons. 

Simply  place  the  copper  sleeve  on  the  fe- 
male end  of  the  drilled  carbon;  dip  the  male 
end  of  the  other  carbon  in  Droll  carbon  weld 
cement;  insert  in  the  copper  sleeve  and  press 
firmly  together.  A permanent,  solid  weld  and 
perfect  electrical  contact  are  effected. 


Joint  and  sleeve  are  consumed  without 
altering  the  light  color  or  intensity.  You 
can't  tell  on  the  screen  when  they  are  burn- 
ing through.  No  hand  feeding  necessary! 
Here  at  last  is  a continuous  carbon  trim. 

Available  for  these  high  intensity  trims: 

Negatives  Positives 


6- mm  x 9” 

7- mm  x 9" 


7- mm  x 12"  x 14" 

8- mm  x 12"  x 14" 


and  13. 6-mm  x 22”  (machined  for  adapters) 
providing  20  minutes  more  burning  time. 

Order  today.  Shipped  f.o.b.  Chicago  at 
regular  carbon  list  prices  plus  $1  per  hun- 
dred for  milling,  drilling  and  clips;  less  5% 
10  days.  Welding  cement  without  cost. 


Write  tor  details  today 
DROLL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
1 351  East  Ohio  Street  Chicago,  III, 


tion  with  American  Seating  Company. 
VerMuelen  was  formerly  manager  of  the 
Eastern  Division  and  the  New  York  office 
of  the  company  and,  during  the  past  few 
years,  has  been  superintendent  of  opera- 
tions in  the  war  production  program  at 
the  factory  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 


Nayfach  Added  to  Staff 

M.P.  Planning  Institute 

Mr.  N.  Straus  Nay- 
fach,  Registered  Arch- 
itect of  San  Antonio, 

Texas,  is  one  of  the 
latest  recruits  in  the 
cooperative  movement 
for  greater  coordina- 
tion in  theatre  plan- 
ning. By  recently  be- 
coming a member  of 
the  Architectural  Ad- 
visory Staff  of  The 
Modern  Theatre  Plan- 
ning Institute,  Mr.  Nayfach  has  placed  his 
experience  and  knowledge  at  the  service 
of  theatre  owners  and  builders. 

Mr.  Nayfach  has  been  most  active  in 
Texas  architecture  in  the  housing  field 
and  has  planned  approximately  20  com- 
mercial and  theatre  structures.  In  1940 
he  designed  and  completed  the  outstanding 
El  Teatro  Nacional  in  San  Antonio,  an 
elaborate  project  which  seats  nearly  2,000 
persons  and  represents  a smart  combina- 
tion of  Spanish  and  Modern  in  design.  At 
present,  Mr.  Nayfach  is  working  on  a very 
large  postwar  theatre  program,  project 
perspectives  of  which  will  be  featured  in 
this  publication  from  time  to  time. 


Designer  Alfons  Bach 

Joins  Bigelow-Sanford 

Alfons  Bach,  well-known  designer,  has 
been  appointed  consultant  to  the  Depart- 
ment Planning  Service  of  the  Bigelow- 
Sanford  Carpet  Company,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  the  company. 

Mr.  Bach  has  a background  of  many 
years  in  design  work — both  in  exteriors 
and  interiors.  He  has  assisted  in  the 
designing  of  departments  of  a number  of 
large  stores  throughout  the  country.  He 
also  has  worked  in  an  advisory  capacity 
for  manufacturers  in  the  home  furnish- 
ings trade. 


AMPLIFIER- 
ITS  A 
MIRACLE  OF 
TROUBLE-FREE 


OPERATION 

THEBALLANTYNECOi! 

IAHA,2,NEBRASKA,U.S.A. 


LICENSED  UNDER  U.  S.  PATENTS  OF 
WESTERN  ELECTRIC  CO.  INCORPORATED 


PD '50 
SERIES 


F 

i 

E 

TOPS  IN  QUALITY  THROUGHOUT,  — 

THE  OUTSTANDING  PERFORMANCE  K 
RECORD  OF  THE ’PD-50T SERIES 
AMPLIFIER  IN  HUNDREDS  OF 
THEATRES  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD 
UNDER  MOST  SEVERE  OPERATING 
CONDITIONS, IS  A GENUINE  TRIBUTE 
TO  THE  DESIGN  AND  ENGINEERING 
FEATURES  THAT  MAKE  POSSIBLE 
CONTINUOUS,  UNINTERUPTED 
LOW  MAINTENANCE  COST  OPERATION 


'Ntwmm  eoummi 


1 1 1 ENZEL  PROJECTOR  COMPANY 

W 2505-19  S.STATE  5T.  CHICAGO  lb, ILL. 


MODEL  NS-40  THE  ALL  “N”  ONE  JOB 
35  M/M  REWINDER 

This  is  a new  model  for  adaptation  to  a motor  drive.  The 
live  end  is  fitted  with  a special  shaft  and  a 10-inch  pulley. 
A special  feature  is  the  auxiliary  "Snap-On"  handle  that 
instantly  converts  it  into  a hand  rewinder.  More  econom- 
ical too.  BECAUSE  THERE  ARE  NO  GEARS  TO  WEAR  OUT. 

Be  sure  to  send  for  complete  descriptive  folder  W.  C.  14. 
Mention  your  dealer's  name. 


CHAIRFAST 


Securely  fastens 

LOOSE  CHAIBS  TO  FLOOR 

$2.50  Package 
JOE  HORNSTEIN,  INC. 

630  NINTH  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  CITY 
Or  Tour  Supply  Dealer 
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The  One  Track 

That  Still  Pays  Big  Dividends 

BEsteEI, 

MEDIUM  DUTY 

CURTAIN  TRACK 

Users  everywhere  claim 
it  their  favorite. 

Smooth,  easy  running, 
always  dependable. 

Conserves  steel  because 
it  is  strong  enough  for 
majority  of  installations. 

AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Office  220  W.  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  C. 

Also  Mfrs.  of  AUTODRAPE  Curtain  Machines 


NO  MORE  TORN  SEATS 


THE  logical  first  step  in  a nation-wide 
up-surge  of  theatre  property  improve- 
ment to  become  effective  with  the 
further  relaxation  of  wartime  restrictions 
has  already  been  taken  by  a large  number 
of  exhibitors.  They’re  dressing  up  their 
fronts.  The  black-out  is  being  lifted. 

Typical  of  the  “early  bird”  trend  toward 
a vast  “streetline  to  rear  exit”  program 
of  reconstruction  to  follow  is  the  above 
night-time  view  of  the  new  light  and  let- 
ter display  of  the  Greenwich  Theatre  at 


97  Greenwich  Avenue,  New  York  City.  Be- 
sides structural  and  design  improvements 
for  the  marquee  recently  effected,  twin 
attraction  boards  with  fonts  of  4-  and 
10 -inch  translucent  plastic  sign  letters  in 
a variety  of  colors  have  been  added,  thus 
to  further  pep  up  the  advertising  display. 

Marquee  modernization  already  is  well 
under  way  throughout  the  industry,  ac- 
cording to  E.  Wagner,  head  of  Wagner 
Sign  Service,  Inc.,  manufacturers  of  the 
new  plastic  changeable  letters  which  re- 
cently became  available. 


Trade  Mark  Registered  U.S.  Patent 
Office  No.  406496  and  not  to  be  con- 
fused with  imitations  with  similar 
names. 

Quickly  repairs  cuts  and  rips  on  leatherette 
seats.  Colors:  brown,  green,  black,  maroon, 
blue.  Specify  color  when  ordering.  Complete 
Kit  including  1 qt.  Leather  Coating  . . . $6. 
f.o.b.  Chicago. 


Permanently  anchors  loose  chairs  to  concrete 
floors  in  ten  minutes.  Complete  Kit  and  In- 
structions . . . $5.  f.o.b.  Chicago. 


PARTS — New  and  Used  for  all  makes  of 
chairs. 


GENERAL  CHAIR  CO. 

1308-22  Elston  Ave.  CHICAGO  22,  ILL. 


Century  Electric  Will 
Market  Via  RCA  Dealers 

The  Actodector  line  of  theatre-type 
motor  generator  sets,  produced  by  the  Cen- 
tury Electric  Company  of  St.  Louis,  will 
be  distributed  in  the  future  by  the  The- 
atre Equipment  section  of  RCA,  accord- 
ing to  an  announcement  by  F.  L.  Slade, 
manager  of  the  Special  Apparatus  division 
of  the  St.  Louis  firm. 

Generators  have  long  been  used  by  the 
country’s  leading  theatres  where  steady 
arc  current  and  dependable  performance 
are  of  paramount  importance.  RCA  here- 
tofore has  not  carried  generators  in  its 
line  of  equipment.  Domestically,  the  Acto- 
dector line  of  generators  will  be  distributed 
through  the  independent  RCA  theatre 
supply  dealers  located  in  leading  cities 
throughout  the  United  States,  a number 
of  whom  have  been  distributing  the  prod- 
uct for  many  years. 


Theatres  may  have  to  close  unless  their 
equipment  is  cared  for  and  conserved.  It 


For  entrances.  Non-slip.  Lies  flat.  Good  scrapeage.  Easily  handled  and 
cleaned.  Black  in  color.  Comes  in  sheets  29"x63"x%"  Can  be  trimmed  for 
smaller  or  odd  shaped  areas. 


FLEXIBLE  WOOD  LINK  MATTING 


RUBBER  MATTING  FOR  USE  IN  FRONT  OF  EXPOSED  SWITCHES 


See  your  supply  dealer  or  write  for  prices  and  literature  on  matting  for  i 
safety,  sanitation  and  comfort.  Give  details  of  your  problems,  location,  pre- 
vailing conditions,  size  of  the  area,  etc 

AMERICAN  MAT  CORPORATION  • 1719  Adams  Street,  Toledo  2,  Ohio 


is  vitally  important  to  maintain  all  equip- 
ment and  furnishings  in  good  operating 
condition.  Only  in  this  way  can  your 
theatre  be  kept  open  to  do  its  vital  job  of 
maintaining  morale. 
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sfiLinefflTS 

Pratfical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


’ 


St.  Louis  USO  Offers 
A "Canteen"  Night 

ST.  LOUIS — The  high  point  of  the  cam- 
paign on  the  opening  of  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” at  the  Pox  Theatre  here  was  a “Holly- 
wood Canteen”  night  held  Sunday,  January 
22,  at  the  St.  Louis  USO  in  the  big  Kiel  Audi- 
torium. M.  L.  Plessner,  publicity  director  of 
the  Fanchon  & Marco  circuit,  and  Don 
Walker,  Kansas  City,  Warner  Bros,  field 
representative,  cooperated  with  USO  officials 
in  putting  on  the  popular  event,  which  can 
be  duplicated  in  a degree  at  most  any  USO 
center. 

Scenes  typical  of  the  party  are  reproduced 
in  the  above  columns.  One  shows  hostesses, 
service  men  and  the  USO  mascot;  the  other 
depicts  hostesses  serving  service  men  in  the 
“Dutch  Treat  Garden.” 

The  stunt  that  created  a spirit  of  fun  and 
put  the  event  over  was  the  designation,  with 
name  cards  as  seen  in  the  pictures,  of  hos- 
tesses and  visiting  service  men  as  the  various 
stars  in  the  motion  picture.  In  addition 
plenty  of  entertainment  and  doughnuts  and 
coffee  were  provided. 

The  various  “stars”  were  introduced  from 
the  stage  by  Pvt.  Jimmy  James,  former  Chi- 
cago radio  comedian  who  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies.  Miss  Marcella  Blaha  of  St. 
Louis,  who  represented  Irene  Manning  of  the 
film,  sang  “Sweet  Dreams,  Sweetheart”  from 
the  picture. 

Providing  the  musical  entertainment,  were 
a Scott  Field,  111.,  orchestra  and  entertainers. 
Among  the  latter  were  Pvt.  Tom  Bennett, 
guitar  player;  Pvt.  Walter  Alderman,  eccen- 
tric dancer,  and  Pvt.  Bob  Hinzman,  har- 
monica player  formerly  with  Borrah  Mine- 
vitch. 

Following  the  entertainment  program  the 
USO  served  coffee  and  doughnuts,  with  the 
USO  hostesses  who  represented  the  various 
stars  doing  the  serving. 


War  Mothers  Are  Guests 

OSCEOLA,  MO. — Wives  of  men  in  service 
with  babies  born  in  the  last  three  years  were 
invited  to  be  guests  of  the  Osceola  Theatre 
here  for  a showing  of  the  picture,  “Since 
You  Went  Away.” 


Old  Baby  Contest  Films 
Going  on  Screen  Again 


Today’s  generation  of  boys  and  girls  in 
Plaquemine,  La.,  soon  will  be  given  a chance 
to  see  how  their  own  mothers  and  fathers 
looked  and  acted  as  infants,  thanks  to  the 
ingenious  idea  of  Lionel  Delacroix,  veteran 
theatre  man  whose  sense  of  showmanship 
has  sharpened  rather  than  withered  with 
the  passing  decades. 

Delacroix,  owner  of  the  Osage  and  Wilbert 
theatres  in  Plaquemine,  is  cashing  in  on  an 
exploitation  stunt  which  first  brought  him 
a wad  of  shekels  18  years  ago. 

The  showman,  utilizing  the  magic  of  the 
silver  screen,  literally  is  turning  time  back- 
ward in  its  flight  and  presenting  motion 
pictures  of  a baby  contest  which  he  pre- 
sented in  October,  1927,  on  the  stage  of  the 
Wilbert. 

The  18-year-old  films  are  being  processed 
by  a Chicago  technical  laboratory  and  Dela- 
croix is  exploiting  his  bygone  baby  contest 
all  over  again  in  newspaper  ads. 

Many  of  the  300  infants  who  gurgled, 
scowled  and  laughed  for  the  camera  18  years 
ago  now  have  youngsters  of  their  own  and, 
as  Delacroix  puts  it,  “some  of  these  children 
of  today  may  experience  the  remarkable 
sight  of  their  own  parents,  laughing,  mov- 
ing, living  at  the  same  age  as  they  them- 
selves are  today.” 

The  original  contest  covered  a broad  field, 
being  open  to  any  child  from  two  weeks 
to  five  years  of  age.  It  created  a sensation 
when  it  was  held  and  Delacroix  is  right- 
fully certain  that  it  will  create  an  even 
greater  furore  in  Plaquemine  when  these 
young  men  and  women  of  today  look  back 
through  the  window  of  time  and  see  them- 
selves as  infants. 

Delacroix’s  revival  of  the  old  films  will 
not  be  without  its  touch  of  drama  and 
poignancy.  Many  of  the  infants  who  were 
paraded  so  proudly  across  the  Wilbert  stage 
in  those  booming  days  of  peace,  today  are 


scattered  over  the  world  fighting  and  dying 
in  battle. 

It  is  a certainty  that  Delacroix  will  draw 
every  man  and  woman  and  most  of  the 
children  of  Plaquemine  to  his  two  theatres 
to  witness  his  unique  delving  into  the  past. 

Golding  Capitalizes 
On  Guild's  'Arsenic' 

ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. — The  appeal  of  “Arsenic 
and  Old  Lace”  at  the  Capitol  was  increased 
by  an  opportunity  offered  localites  to  com- 
pare the  acting  of  local  amateurs  with  that 
of  the  Hollywood  cast.  The  Capitol  engage- 
ment had  been  deferred  about  two  weeks  to 
allow  the  local  Theatre  Guild  to  present  first 
its  stage  production.  Coming  on  the  heels 
of  these  performances,  local  theatregoers 
were  invited  to  see  how  the  amateurs  sized 
up  against  the  professionals.  In  newspaper 
ads  and  lobby  displays  the  two  casts  were 
given,  a local  performer  and  a Hollywoodite, 
being  placed  side  by  side  in  the  same  role. 

Walter  Golding  is  the  manager  of  the  Capi- 
tol, a Famous  Players  house. 

Parsons  Uptown  Shows 
Army  Documentaries 

PARSONS,  KAS. — In  cooperation  with  of- 
ficers of  nearby  Camp  Crowder  the  Uptown 
Theatre  here  turned  its  facilities  over  to  the 
government  for  showing  of  two  war  de- 
partment films  which  had  not  been  shown 
commercially  in  this  area.  One  film  was 
“Prelude  to  War”  and  the  other  was  “The 
Nazis  Strike.”  The  public  was  admitted  free 
for  the  exhibition  of  the  documentary  pic- 
tines. 
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Examples  of  Theatre  Ads  on  Late  Films 


"WHS  ISLAND! 


,»  7£CWA//CO£0K 


Now  Showing  at  tho 

VICTORIA  THEATRE 

BROADWAY  AT  46th  ST. 


t«  or I»« 

— * 


SMALL  SPACE  USER— This  two- 
column  ad  that  gets  maximum  at- 
tention for  the  space  used  comes 
from  Detroit. 


NEW  TYPE  COOPERATION  — This 
ad  was  published  in  13  New  York  and 
Long  Island  newspapers  by  the  Grum- 
man Aircraft  Engineering  Corp.  at  the 
time  of  the  opening  of  “The  Fighting 
Lady”  at  the  Victoria  Theatre,  New 
York.  Many  of  this  company’s  planes 
are  shown  in  the  film.  More  papers 
are  to  be  used  for  other  openings. 


TRIBUTE  PLAYED  UP  — A tribute  to 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  from  Mayor  Howard 
E.  Milliken  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  was  effec- 
tively used  as  a newspaper  ad  (three  col- 
umns, above)  and  in  other  promotion  by 
exhibitors  in  that  area. 


STRONG  FOR  HOLD- 
OVER— Hugh  Siverd  of  the 
Plaza,  community  deluxer 
at  Kansas  City,  thus  her- 
alded a recent  holdover 
with  a pennant  flying  from 
the  illustration  of  the 
Plaza  tower. 


FOLLOWUP  — The  Comer- 
ford  circuit  used  strong  per- 
sonal endorsement  ads  in  its 
campaigns  for  its  day-date 
showings  at  Scranton  and 
Wilkes-Barre,  then  followed 
up  with  an  “I  Told  You  So” 
copy,  as  in  the  ad  shown  at 
right. 
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Big  Sent' 


jTTOt****-10  


COMING 

FRI.  JAN. 26 

ONE  WEEK 


20i»i  CENTURY  GABRIEL 


TAYLOR 

COLON*4* 
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OPENS  FRI.  JAN.  191 

DRAMA  AND 


DEATH 


RHYTHM  AND 


ROMANCE 


SHOWPLACE 


EMPHATIC! — Skillful  use  of  Ben  Day  and 
reverses  accentuate  the  double  features  and 
give  break  to  a coming  stage  attraction  in 
this  four- column  layout  executed  by  Bill 
Hoyle  for  Lichtman’s  Howard  in  Washing- 
ton. 


fatcausit.  We  have  had  toturnPatrona  awaydwfy  Saturday  tSumday  . . 


iSaf  WE  ARE  D0IN6  SOMETHING  ABOUT  IT. S^uaiyTODAYand FRIDAY 
(jOt  Will  Start  eutCTluv  Program  A day  fiw&w.FRIDAYTTauMi  CHANGE  i DAY  ! 

V0Ji&hC ' <“tS 
- tlHUBArtfKMtfllf 


AC  _cart 

Grant 


CHANGING  OPENING  DAY— The  Gran- 
ada Theatre,  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  faced  with 
overcrowded  houses  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
shifted  the  opening  day  to  Friday  in  an  effort 
to  relieve  the  congestion,  using  this  small 
two-Column  in  the  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Star, 
in  which  rates  are  high. 


DENNIS  MORGAN-ELEANOR  PARKER 

DANA  CLARK — RATI  EMIRSON 


TODAY  FROM 
2 P.  M. 


COmCRFORD 
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Arrange  a Romantic  Show  or  Stage 
A Contest  for  Valentines  Day 


$1,400  'Bell'  Campaign 
Prizes  Are  Offered 

NEW  YORK  — The  Paramount  exploita- 
tion department  has  prepared  and  distrib- 
uted a special  28-page  mimeographed  manual 
on  selling  angles  for  the  popular  price  en- 
gagements of  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls.” 

The  material  in  the  brochure  combined 
with  suggestions  made  by  various  theatre 
circuit  and  Paramount  district  advertising 
representatives  at  the  recent  meeting  at  the 
Hotel  Pierre  will  be  utilized  in  compiling  a 
campaign  book  for  engagements  of  the  film 
which  will  follow  the  key  bookings.  The  ex- 
perience gained  in  the  early  engagements 
will  also  become  part  of  the  campaign. 

A total  of  $1,400  in  war  bonds  will  be 
awarded  to  managers  for  the  best  theatre 
selling  campaigns  on  the  picture.  First  prize 
will  be  a $500  bond;  second,  $350  in  bonds; 
third,  $250  in  bonds;  fourth,  $150  in  bonds; 
fifth,  a $100  bond,  and  sixth,  $50  bond. 

Rules  of  the  contest  follow: 

Every  manager  of  a theatre  that  plays 
“FWTBT”  no  later  than  Friday,  June  1,  is 
eligible. 

Awards  will  be  based  on  the  gross  earned, 
by  the  film  in  comparison  with  comparable 
Paramount  films  that  have  played  the  the- 
atre previously. 

Contestants  must  submit  complete  ma- 
terial on  their  campaigns. 

The  three  best  campaigns  in  each  district 
will  be  sent  to  the  Paramount  home  office 
for  final  judging.  The  six  national  winners 
will  be  selected  from  among  these. 

The  pictures  to  be  used  as  a yardstick  to 
measure  grosses  on  “For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls”  will  be  picked  with  equity  and  fair- 
ness. The  grosses  will  be  within  the  possi- 
bilities of  each  theatre,  based  on  the  popu- 
lation, number  of  seats,  type  of  run,  etc. 

District  judges  will  consist  of  the  Para- 
mount district  manager,  a local  theatre  op- 
erator and  the  company’s  field  representa- 
tive. Home  office  judges  will  comprise  ex- 
ecutives of  the  distribution  and  theatre  de- 
partments and  tradepaper  representatives. 

Campaigns  must  be  submitted  to  the  Para- 
mount district  offices  not  later  than  Friday, 
June  29.  The  decision  of  the  judges  will  be 
final. 

Winner  of  first  prize  in  Paramount’s  last 
national  campaign  on  “So  Proudly  We  Hail” 
was  Lige  Brien,  manager  of  the  Kenyon 
Theatre,  Pittsburgh,  who  won  a $500  war 
bond. 


Albee  Stages  Book  Drive 

CINCINNATI — RKO  Albee  Theatre  served 
as  a reception  point  for  books  and  maga- 
zines in  a drive  conducted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  army  air  force  convalescent  hospital 
at  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky.  Collections  were  left 
in  a large  receptacle  in  the  lobby. 


Showman  s Ad  Is  Plug 
For  Rival's  Picture 

Memphis — Something  new  occurred  in 
Memphis  a week  or  so  ago.  Howard 
Waugh,  Warner  Theatre  zone  manager, 
put  a large  display  ad  in  the  newspa- 
pers urging  people  to  attend  “Guest  in 
the  House,”  showing  at  a rival  theatre, 
Loew’s  State. 

“We  didn’t  get  the  picture,”  read  the 
headline  in  which  Colonel  Waugh  told 
how  he  tried  to  get  the  picture  for  his 
own  show.  “You  will  probably  see  us  in 
the  hack  row,”  read  the  ad,  “enjoying 
ourselves  anyway.” 


JUST  A REMINDER — February  14  will 
be  Valentine’s  Day  with  opportunities  for 
some  special  exploitation.  Diana  Lynn 
reminds  all  and  sundry  about  it  and 
doesn’t  mind  having  it  known  she  is  in 
Paramount’s  “Out  of  This  World.” 

Comerford  "Thought" 
Campaign  Strong 

Two  campaigns  on  “The  Very  Thought  of 
You”  planned  and  executed  by  Comerford 
circuit  executives  and  managers  were  credit- 
ed with  big  grosses  at  a day-and-date  en- 
gagement in  neighboring  Scranton  and 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Ten  days  in  advance  a personal  endorse- 
ment campaign  was  launched.  John  Comer- 
ford, district  manager,  and  Eddie  McGov- 
ern, manager  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Capitol, 
used  special  ads  on  the  society  page  directed 
to  women.  The  film  was  endorsed  as  “a 
heart-warming  and  stirring  story  packed 
with  laughs  and  drama.”  McGovern  per- 
sonally endorsed  the  picture  as  “delightful 
entertainment”  and  told  his  patrons  that  they 
would  thank  him  for  recommending  “The 
Very  Thought  of  You.” 

Harry  Spiegel,  district  manager  in  Scran- 
ton, and  Bill  Butler,  manager  of  the  Com- 
erford there,  used  the  same  idea  in  an  “open 
letter”  to  Scranton  theatregoers. 

In  both  cities,  Comerford  carried  on  an 
intensive  campaign  that  culminated  four 
days  after  the  opening  with  an  ad  headed 
“I  Told  You  So.”  (See  reproduction  else- 
where in  this  section).  Copy  on  this  ad  re- 
minded filmgoers  that  the  manager  had  en- 
dorsed the  picture  and  “If  you  missed  this 
great  piece  of  entertainment  be  sure  to  see 
it  now.” 

Ten  sound  trailers  were  used  by  each  of 
the  theatres  in  subsequent  run  houses  in 
both  Scranton  and  Wilkes-Barre  and  in 
towns  within  a 20-mile  radius. 


Emphasize  a Short  in  Ads 

Dixie  Lee  Schaefer  and  Cecil  Barham, 
Kimo,  Albuquerque,  gave  prominent  space  in 
their  ads  to  the  Pete  Smith  short,  “Safety 
Sleuths.” 


Valentine’s  Day,  February  14,  this  year 
falls  on  Wednesday. 

The  foundation  of  a real  Valentine  Day 
show,  of  course,  is  a romantic  type  feature, 
all  spotted  up  with  appropriate  lobby  dis- 
plays, maybe  a special  trailer  and  special 
heralds,  and  ads  with  “heart”  art  building  up 
the  romantic  angle. 

But  Valentine’s  Day  also  can  be  promoted 
from  another  angle.  As  one  eastern  circuit 
publicity  office  pointed  out  last  year: 

“What  with  a moratorium  on  pleasure 
driving,  entertainment  meccas  closed,  and 
dancing  taboo  in  many  places,  the  public 
has  one  outlet  from  the  war’s  strain  and 
strife — one  faithful  source  from  which  can 
be  had  relaxation  . . . That  outlet  from 
nervous  tension,  that  balance  wh,eel  of 
calmness  in  a troubled  time  is  the  motion 
picture.” 

Treat  for  Best  Sweetheart 
“Valentine’s  Day  is  a day  when  everyone 
fetes  with  compliments  and  favors  those  he 
particularly  likes.  What  better  way  can 
one  fete  and  favor  than  by  being  host  for  an 
evening’s  enjoyment  of  fine  motion  picture 
entertainment  at  a theatre.” 

In  other  words  use  this  as  your  Valentine 
appeal  to  the  men: 

Take  your  best  girl  . . . your  wife  . . . 

your  mother  ...  to  the  Theatre 

on  Valentine’s  Day.  We  have  booked  a 
special  program  of  fine  screen  enter- 
tainment that  will  surely  win  her  heart. 
Other  suggestions  from  here  and  there: 
Fox  Wisconsin  last  year  staged  Mickey 
Mouse  Valentine  parties  at  its  matinee  shows 
at  13  of  its  theatres  in  Milwaukee.  Free 
comic  books  were  given  to  all  attending. 
(The  13th  fell  on  Saturday  last  year.) 

Some  theatres  give  Valentines  free  to 
every  boy  and  girl  attending  matinee  shows. 

Book  community  singing  reels  featuring 
“sweetheart  songs”  and  use  an  organist  for 
community  singing. 

Promote  Flowers  for  Contest 

Promote  flowers  or  other  appropriate 
prizes  to  be  awarded  to  the  oldest  sweet- 
hearts, youngest  sweethearts,  etc.,  or  for  each 
woman  accompanied  by  male  escort. 

In  tieup  with  newspaper  announce  offer 
of  guest  tickets  or  merchant-sponsored 
awards  for  best,  most  unique,  most  comical, 
most  timely  Valentine — addressed  to  the  star 
of  your  Valentine’s  Day  attraction.  Received 
by  you  at  the  theatre  entries  are  exhibited 
in  foyer.  Committee  including  editor  of 
newspaper  judges  that  afternoon  and  win- 
ners are  presented  on  stage  at  evening  per- 
formance. 

World’s  Biggest  Valentine:  Through  news- 
paper invite  persons  to  call  at  theatre  and 
sign  the  “world’s  biggest”  Valentine.  It  is 
one  you  and  staff  have  conceived  and  built 
and  placed  on  display  in  lobby  or  foyer,  and, 
it  is  addressed  to  the  star  of  the  picture 
you’ll  play  on  Valentine’s  Day.  Valentine  is 
later  actually  mailed  to  the  star.  Idea  is 
given  advance  buildup  when  newspaper  cov- 
ers the  mayor  (and  yourself)  ’ standing  be- 
side giant  Valentine  in  front  of  the  city  hall 
for  photo  and  story.  Well  handled  the  idea 
could  be  responsible  for  attracting  added 
patronage. 

Valentine  Party:  On  the  Saturday  previous 
to  Valentine’s  Day  you  have  a ready-made 
opportunity  for  putting  on  a Valentine’s  Day 
Contest — in  many  forms;  either  as  a contest 
for  the  best  Valentines,  or,  as  a contest  for 
the  youngsters  costumed  as  the  “best  human 
Valentines.”  Conduct  under  school  or  P-TA 
auspices  and  under  safety  escort  of  police — 
if  contest  takes  form  of  a costume  parade  to 
theatre. 
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"Away"  Campaign 
All  Over  Iowa 

DES  MOINES — An  intense  exploitation 
campaign  accompanied  the  showing  here  of 
“Since  You  Went  Away,”  which  rated  a 
holdover  at  the  Des  Moines  and  Roosevelt 
theatres.  By  the  time  the  film  is  released 
in  other  theatres  in  the  Des  Moines  ex- 
change territory,  few  who  are  able  to  read 
will  be  unaware  that  it’s  “the  biggest  hit  of 
the  year.” 

Exploiteers  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
cigaret  shortage  to  advertise  the  picture.  In 
nearly  every  cigar  and  drug  store  in  Des 
Moines  the  following  sign  appeared  last 
week:  “Sorry,  we  have  no  cigarets,  but  we 
can  recommend  your  seeing  ‘Since  You  Went 
Away.’  ” 

Business  men  returned  from  their  lunch 
hours  to  find  messages  written  on  memo 
pads  which  led  off  something  like  this: 
“ ‘Since  You  Went  Away,’  Mr.  Blank  called 
and  left  this  message,”  etc.  At  the  bottom 
of  the  memorandum  was  a P.  S.:  “Don’t 
forget  to  see  ‘Since  You  Went  Away.’  ” 

Even  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  service  are 
hearing  about  the  picture  from  Iowans,  for 
the  unquenchable  publicity  men  have  de- 
vised a postcard.  “ ‘Since  You  Went  Away,’  ” 
the  card  reads,  “I  have  checked  the  things 
that  have  happened  to  me.”  The  sender 
then  checks  one  of  a dozen  messages  print- 
ed on  the  card  and  drops  it  in  the  mail. 

In  case  there  were  some  who  had  missed 
hearing  of  the  picture,  the  exploiteers  de- 
vised full  page  ads  to  run  in  Iowa  papers 
on  a cooperative  basis.  The  ad  mentions 
the  title  of  the  picture  and  was  paid  for 
by  the  merchants  of  the  city  whose  names 
then  appeared  below. 

To  supplement  this,  smaller  ads  were  run 
by  other  stores  using  photos  of  “Since  You 
Went  Away”  stars.  Yet  another  angle  was 
a tiein  with  the  picture’s  bowling  sequence. 
Large  banners  advertising  the  film  were 
strung  up  in  local  bowling  alleys.  High 
scorers  were  awarded  tickets  to  the  picture. 

A "Canteen"  Phone  Stunt 
Goes  Big  in  Milwaukee 

MILWAUKEE — Citizens  helped  out  an  ex- 
ploitation stunt  for  the  opening  of  “Holly- 
wood Canteen”  at  the  Warner  Theatre.  The 
USO  Canteen  here  announced  that  the 
1,945th  GI  attending  the  show  would  be 
designated  “Uncle  Sam’s  Man  of  the  Year” 
and  would  be  awarded  a free  long  distance 
call  to  Joan  Leslie  in  Hollywood. 

The  idea  took  on  so  fast  that  20  citizens 
offered  to  foot  the  bill.  It  received  plenty 
of  advance  publicity.  A dinner  party  was 
given  in  connection  with  the  call. 

FWC  Showmen  Will  Join 
The  Boy  Scout  Jubilee 

LOS  ANGELES — As  the  week  of  February 
8-14  marks  the  35th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Fox 
West  Coast  showmen  will  join  others  of  the 
nation  in  observing  the  period.  Special  foyer 
displays  and  added  screen  attractions  of  a 
patriotic  nature  will  be  featured. 


Johnson  Photos  Free 

ALBANY — Fabian’s  Palace  advertised  that 
500  autographed  photos  of  Van  Johnson 
would  be  given  free  to  women  patrons  on 
the  opening  day  of  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”;  250  to  the  first  female  customers 
between  10  a.  m.  and  noon,  and  250  be- 
tween 5:30  and  7:30  p.  m.  Adults  only  were 
eligible.  News  briefies  about  the  offer  hit 
both  Albany  dailies. 


LOW-COST  DISPLAY— Some  of  the 
20th-Fox  advertising  paper,  a cut-all 
machine,  some  wallboard  (used  or  new) 
and  this  effective  front  display  can  be 
put  up  without  spending  much  of  the 
ad  budget.  Fay  Reeder  at  the  Para- 
mount, San  Francisco,  made  this  one. 


"World"  Patrons  Given 
Chance  to  Air  Views 

NEW  YORK — The  lobby  of  the  Globe  was 
turned  into  a broadcasting  studio  after  the 
opening  presentation  of  “Tomorrow  the 
World”  when  patrons  were  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  express  their  opinion  of  the  pic- 
ture, speak  of  any  of  its  scenes,  or  deal  with 
any  dramatic  highlight  that  appealed  to 
them  most.  The  proceedings  were  aired 
over  WNEW  at  10:45  p.  m. 

For  the  best  opinion  a cash  award  of  $25 
was  made.  Sitting  in  with  the  radio  audi- 
ence was  Producer  Lester  Cowan  who  acted 
as  the  judge.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  audi- 
ence-participating part  of  the  program 
Cowan,  via  a private  line  hookup  with 
WNEW,  phoned  his  verdict  which,  in  turn, 
was  retransmitted  to  the  lobby.  The  cash 
award  thus  was  made  before  the  signoff. 


"Remember"  Stunts 
Hit  House  Records 

SAN  FRANCISCO  — Exploitation  cam- 
paigns on  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember” 
which  did  record-breaking  business  at  the 
boxoffice  were  staged  by  Hal  Neides  and 
Tiger  Thompson  of  the  Orpheum  in  San 
Francisco  and  Charles  Carroll  and  Dorris 
Caylor  of  the  Roxie  in  Oakland.  Working 
with  them  were  Mike  Newman  and  Sammy 
Siegel,  Columbia  exploiteers. 

Featuring  the  campaign  was  a 15-minute 
tune-detecting  transcription,  made  for  Co- 
lumbia by  Dr.  Sigmund  Spaeth,  and  played 
over  five  radio  stations  with  attendant  plugs 
for  the  picture  and  its  engagements  at  both 
theatres. 

The  national  Columbia-sponsored  “George 
Sand  Memorial  Search”  was  conducted  in  co 
operation  with  local  CBS  outlet,  KQW.  The 
station  devoted  a 15-minute  program  six 
times  a week,  running  through  opening  day, 
to  the  promotion  of  the  contest. 

Columbia’s  tieup  with  Jo  Copeland,  well- 
known  designer,  resulted  in  a tieup  with 
Ranschoff’s  specialty  shop,  which  gave  three 
full  windows  to  the  costumes,  scenes,  blow- 
ups for  one  week  beginning  opening  day. 

More  than  30,000  book  marks  carrying  full 
credits  and  billings  for  the  San  Francisco  en- 
gagement were  distributed  by  all  branches 
of  the  public  library  system  ten  days  in  ad- 
vance of  the  opening.  Through  the  music 
director  of  the  San  Francisco  public  schools, 
printed  material  on  the  film  was  distributed 
to  the  entire  music  staff  of  50  teachers  for 
discussion  by  music  students  of  the  entire 
school  system. 

An  advantageous  tieup  was  effected  with 
Victor  Records. 


Decca  Aids  "Canteen" 

CLEVELAND — Decca  Record  dealers  dis- 
tributed over  10,000  large  folders  on  “Holly- 
wood Canteen,”  coincident  with  the  opening 
of  the  picture  at  the  Hippodrome.  The  tie- 
up  was  arranged  by  J.  Knox  Strachan,  War- 
ner Theatres  advertising  director.  Three 
and  one-half  pages  of  the  folder  were  given 
over  to  layouts  of  the  film’s  62  stars  and 
the  start  of  the  engagement  at  the  Hippo- 
drome, with  the  other  half  page  listing  the 
Decca  recordings  of  song  hits  from  the  pic- 
ture, including  Cole  Porter’s  “Don’t  Fence 
Me  In,”  and  “Sweet  Dreams,  Sweetheart,” 
“Gettin’  Corns  for  My  Country”  and  other 
tunes. 


Salute  the  Boy  Scouts  Next  Week 


Among  the  showmanship  dates  coming  this 
month  is  Boy  Scout  week,  February  8-14, 
marking  the  35th  anniversary  of  the  found- 
ing of  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  The  birthday 
of  this  organization,  numbering  thousands 
of  boys  in  their  early  teens,  has  always  been 
an  important  date  on  the  calendars  of  many 
showmen,  but  during  the  war  it  has  taken 
on  added  significance. 

The  Boy  Scouts  have  countless  former 
members  on  the  battlefronts  of  the  global 
war  today,  and  have  proven  themselves  in- 
valuable on  the  home  front. 

Mere  mention  of  Boy  Scout  week  will 
mean  nothing.  Real  showmanship  is  re- 
quired if  results  are  to  be  accomplished.  First 
any  promotional  plans  should  be  laid  before 
the  local  scout  executive  for  he  can  prove  of 
inestimable  value  and  assistance. 

A standby  of  the  past  has  been  the  exhibit 
of  scout  craft  in  the  lobby.  This  is  best  suit- 


ed for  large  lobbies,  but  they  can  be  adapted 
to  the  smaller  ones. 

The  display  can  be  used  alone  or  in  con- 
nection with  a stage  drill,  or  patriotic  cere- 
mony featuring  the  scout  oath  and  pledge 
of  allegiance  to  the  flag  with  the  audience 
repeating  the  latter.  The  stage  event  could 
include  the  reading  of  the  Gettysburg  ad- 
dress since  Lincoln’s  birthday  falls  during 
the  week,  February  12. 

The  Saturday  during  the  week,  the  tenth 
this  year,  can  be  made  the  high  point  of  the 
theatre  observance  during  which  a special 
program  can  be  offered  either  on  the  stage, 
or  on  the  screen  in  the  form  of  patriotic 
shorts.  A parade  can  be  arranged  to  pro- 
ceed through  downtown  and  end  at  the 
theatre. 

Scout  uniforms  have  been  used  on  door- 
men, popcorn  boys  and  ushers  all  week,  with 
all  regular  scouts  admitted  free  when  in 
uniform. 
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ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 
5408  Idle  Roomers  (16!/^)...  7-16 
5424  Pick  a Peck  of  Plumbers 
(17)  


6426  Gold  Is  Where  You 
Lese  It  (16‘/2)  • ■ 


6421  Strife  of  the  Party 

(16)  

6427  Open  Season  for  Saps 


7-23 

-i- 

9-  9 

8-18 

+ 

11-  4 

9-  1 
9-22 

± 

11-  4 

10-13 

+ 

12-  2 

10-27 

12-  2 

11-  3 

+ 

12-  2 

6409  A Knight  and  a Blonde 

(14)  11-17 

6402  No  Dough,  Boys  (17)...  11 -24 

6429  Heather  and  Yon  (17)..  12-  8 
6422  She  Snoops  to  Conquer 

(15)  12-29 

6410  Woo,  Woo!  (16) 1-  5 

6403  Three  Pests  in  a Mess 

(15)  1-19 

6430  Snooper  Service  (14V2)..  2-  2 

6431  Off  Again,  On  Again  (..)  2-16 

6432  Two  Local  Yokels  (..)...  3-  2 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

(Technicolor) 

6501  Dog,  Cat  & Canary  (6) . 1-  5 

6502  Rippling  Romance  (..).  2-9 

6503  Fiesta  Time  (.  .) 3-  2 

COMMUNITY  SING 

6651  No.  1 (Leibert) 

Love,  Love,  Love  (9!/2)  8-25  + 

6652  No.  2 (Baker)  Ikky,  Tikky 

Tambo  (9)  10-12  + 

6653  No.  3 (Baker)  Swinging  on  a 

Star  (10)  11-10 

6654  No.  4 (Leibert)  Hot  Time 

in  Berlin  (9) 12-  1 

5657  Christmas  Carols  (reissue) 

(10'/2)  12-  8 

6655  (Baker)  Tico  Tico  (11).  1-  1 

6656  No.  6 (Baker)  Very 

Thought  of  You  (..)..  2-  9 
FILM-VODVIL 
5955  No.  5 Featuring  Novak's  Com- 
edy Band  (10) 4-21  + 

6951  Featuring  Kehoe's  Marimba 

Band  (11)  9-1 

6952  Featuring  Al  Trace's  Comedy 

Band  (11)  10-27  + 

6953  Featuring  Rootin'  Tootin' 

Band  (11)  12-  8 

6954  Featuring  Korn  Kobblers 

(11)  2-2 

FOX  & CROW 

(Technicolor) 

5754  Mr.  Moocher  (7‘/2) 9-  8 

6751  Be  Patient,  Patient  (7)..  11-30 

6752  The  Egg  Yegg  (..) 3-  2 

6753  Kukunuts  (..)  3-23 

LIT,  ABNER 

(Technicolor) 

5603  A Peekoolyar  Sitcheeay- 

shun  (7)  8-11 

6601  Porkuliar  Piggy  (7).... 10-13  + 

6602  Kickapoo  Juice  (..)...  2-23 

PANORAMICS 

5904  Traditions  of  Mexico  (8)  4-18 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

5709  Mr.  Fore  by  Fore  (6'/2).  7-  7 + 

5710  Case  of  the  Screaming  Bishop 

(7)  8-4  ± 

6701  Mutt’n  Bones  (7) 8-25  ± 

6702  As  the  Fly  Flies  (6) ..  .11-17 

6703  Goofy  News  Views  (..).  3-2 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

6851  No.  1 (G.l.  Joe  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  8-25  44 

6852  No.  2 (The  Mike  Goes  to 

War)  (10)  9-22 

6853  No.  3 (Ken  Murray,  M.  C.) 

(10)  10-19 

6854  No.  4 (Variety- Mowbray) 

(9</2)  11-22 

6855  No.  5 (Gl  Janes  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  12-28 

6856  No.  6 (Vallee-Allen)  (9)  1-26 

6857  No.  7 (Mem’l  to  T.  Mix-W. 

Rogers)  (..)  2-25 

SPORT  REELS 

5810  G.l.  Sports  (10) 7-28  FI- 

6801  K9-Kadets  (10'/2)  9-8 

6802  Hedge  Hoppers  (9) 10-20  44 

6803  Aqua  Maids  (9'/2) 11-24 

6804  Striking  Champions  (10)  . 12-22 

6805  Kings  of  the  Fairway 

(•■)  2-  2 

6806  Rough  and  Tumble  (..).  3-2 


11-18 

11-18 


5-13 


12-  2 


12-  2 


9-  9 


9-  9 
11-  4 


11-18 


9-  9 
12-’  2 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


11-27 

+ 

12-25 

12-25 

12-25 

1-22 

+ 

2-12 

2-19 

44 

2-12 

3-18 

+ 

4-22 

4-15 

44 

4-22 

5-20 

+ 

6-10 

ia 

6-  3 

+ 

6-10 

. 6-17 
7-29 

44 

8-26 

12-  9 

-H- 

1-27 

+ 

1-13 

12-25 

+ 

1-29 

12-18 

+ 

12-25 

. 4-15 

+ 

4-22 

4-22 

4+ 

4-22 

. 4-29 

4+ 

4-15 

5-20 

44 

6-10 

6-  3 

44 

7-29 

. 9-30 

44 

10-21 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 

(Technicolor) 

T-511  Through  the  Colprado 

Rockies  (9'/2)  10-23 

T-512  Grand  Canyon — Pride 
of  Creation  (9)  . . . 

T-513  Salt  Lake  Diversions  (9)12-25 
T-514A  Day  in  Death  Valley 

(9)  

T-515  Visiting  St.  Louis  (9).. 

T-516  Mackinac  Island  (9).. 

T-517  Along  the  Cactus  Trail 

(9)  

T-518  Colorful  Colorado  (8).. 

T-519  Roaming  Through  Arizona 

(9)  ' 

T-520  City  of  Brigham  Young 

(9'/2)  

T-521  Monumental  Utah  (9i/2)  7-29 
T-522  Wandering  Here  and 

There  (9)  

....  Shrines  of  Yucatan  (9) . 

MINIATURES 

M-581  My  Tomato  (7) 12-  4 

M -582  Kid  in  Upper  Four  (11)  12-25 
M-583  No  News  Is  Good  News 

(9)  12-18 

M-584  Tale  of  a Dog  (11). 

M-585  A Great  Day's  Coming 

(ID  

M-586  Important  Business 

(ID  

M-587  Why  Daddy  (9) 5-29 

M -588  ©Somewhere,  U.S.A. 

(10)  

M-589  Nostradamus  IV  (10). 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

W-452  War  Dogs  (7) 10-  9 

W-453  Stork's  Holiday  (8).. 10-23 
W-454  What's  Buzzin'  Buzzard? 

(8)  

W-455  Baby  Puss  (8) 12-25 

W-456  Innertube  Antics  (8)  • 1-22 

W-531  Zoot  Cat  (8) 2-26 

W-532  Screwball  Squirrel  (7) . 4-  1 
W-533  Batty  Baseball  (6)...  4-22 
W-534  Million  Dollar  Cat  (7)  5-6 
W-535  The  Tree  Surgeon  (8).  6-  3 
W-536  Happy-Go-Nutty  (7)  ..  6-24 
W-537  The  Bodyguard  (7)...  7-22 
W-538  Bear  Raid  Warden  (8) . 9-  9 
W-539  Big  Heel-Watha  (8) 

W-540  Puttin’  On  the  Doi  (7) .... 

W-541  Mouse  Trouble  (7) -..12-23 
W-542  Barney  Bear’s  Polar  Pests 

(..)  12-30 

W-543  Screwy  Truant  (..)...  1-13 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

M-G-M  SPECIALS 

A-501  Dark  Shadows  (22)...  12-16  4+  12-30 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-497  Little  Miss  Pinkerton 

(11)  9-18  ± 10-16 

C-498  Three  Smart  Guys  (11). 10-23  ..... 

C-499  Radio  Bugs  (9) 4-1  2-12 

4-15 


10-16 
12-18 
11-  7 

6-10 


10-  9 

44 

10-16 

10-23 

44 

10-16 

11-27 

+ 

11-20 

12-25 

12-25 

1-22 

2-19 

2-26 

-t- 

4-29 

4-  1 

+ 

4-22 

4-22 

— 4- 

6-10 

5-  6 

44 

4-22 

6-  3 
6-24 

+ 

6-  3 

7-22 

+ 

8-26 

9-  9 

8-26 

-4- 

8-26 

).... 

+ 

10-21 

12-23 

+ 

1-27 

DAY 


C-500  Dancing  Romeo  (10). 

. 4-29 

+ 

PASSING  PARADE 

K-48S  Storm  (10)  

.10-23 

44 

K-489  To  My  Unborn  Son  (9)  10-30 

44 

K-490  This  Is  Tomorrow  (9). 

.11-27 

44 

K-571  The  Immortal  Black- 

smith  (10)  

. 5-20 

44 

K-572  Grandpa  Called  It  Art 

(10)  

. . 7-15 

K-573  Return  From  Nowhere 

(10).. 

44 

K-574  A Lady  Fights  Back 

(10)  

. .11-11 

44 

10-21 

12-30 


PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

S-470  Scrap  Happy  (9) 9-4  44 

S-471  Fixin’  Tricks  (10) 9-18 

S-472  Football  Thrills  of  1942 
(10)  

S-473  Tips  on  Trips  (10) 11-13 

S-474  Water  Wisdom  (9) 11-27  ± 

S-551  Practical  Joker  (10)...  1-8  + 

S- 552  Home  Maid  (10) 2-19  + 

S-553  Groovie  Movie  (10) . . . 4-  8 44 

S-554  Sportsman's  Memories 

(10)  

S-555  Movie  Pests  (10) 7-8  44 

S-556  Sports  Quiz  (10) 9-  2 4f 

S-557  Football  Thrills  of  1943 

(8)  

S-558  Safety  Sleuth  (10) ...  .11-25  44 


9-  4 

44 

9-18 

9-18 

+ 

10-16 

9-25 

44 

10-16 

.11-13 

11-27 

-4- 

12-25 

1-  8 

+ 

2-12 

2-19 

+ 

2-19 

4-  8 

44 

4-15 

4-22 

44 

4-22 

7-  8 

44 

8-12 

9-  2 

44 

8-26 

8-18 

— 

10-21 

11-25 

44 

12-30 

Paramount 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


44 

8-26 

44 

8-12 

+ 

S-26 

44 

10-  7 

+ 

11-18 

+ 

12-30 

44 

1-27 

COLOR  CLASSICS  CARTOONS 

(Reissues) 

C4-  7 No.  1 The  Little  Stranger 

(■■)  

C4-  8 No.  2 Snubed  by  a Snob 

(••)  

C4-  9 No.  3 Kids  in  the  Shoe  (..)..  

C4-10  No.  4 Hunky  and  Spunky  (..)  .... 

GEORGE  PAL  PUPPETOONS 

(Technicolor) 

U3-6  Jasper  Goes  Hunting 

(7i/2)  7-28  44  8-26 

U4-1  Jasper’s  Paradise  (7'/2)  10-13  44  10-  7 
U4-2  Two-Gun  Rusty  <7'/2)  ■ 12-  1 44  11-  4 

U4-3  Hot  Lip  Jasper  (8) 1-  5 44  12-30 

U4-4  Jasper  Tell  (..) 3-23  

U4-5  Jasper’s  Minstrels  (..) .... 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORTLIGHTS 

R3-  8 Speed  Couriers  (9!/2) . 6-  9 
R3-  9 Catch  'Em  and  Eat  ’Em 

(10)  7-  7 

R3-10  Furlough  Fishing  (9,/2)  8-25 
R4-  1 Rhythm  on  Wheels 

(9'/2)  10-  6 

R4-  2 Broncs  & Brands  (9</2).ll-  3 

R4-  3 Long  Shots  or  Favorites 

(9*/2)  12-  8 

R4-4  Out  Fishin’  (..) 1-26 

R4-5  Blue  Winners  (9) 2-23 

R4-6  Game  Bag  (..) 3-30 

HEADLINER 

A2-11  Three  Bears  in  a Boat 

(10)  8-20 

A2-12  Yours  Truly  (10) 9-  3 

A2-13  Stuffy  in  "Down  With 

Everything”  (9)  9-24  44 

LITTLE  LULU 

(Technicolor) 

D3-5  Lucky  Lulu  <7>/2) 6-30  + 

D3-6  It’s  Nifty  to  Be  Thrifty 

(8)  

D3-7  I’m  Just  Curious  (7) . . . 9-  8 + 

D3-8  Indoor  Outing  (8) 9-29  + 

D4-1  At  the  Zoo  (..) 11-17 

D4-2  Birthday  Party  (..) 12-29 

D4-3  Beau  Ties  (...) 3-2 

MUSICAL  PARADES 

(Technicolor) 

FF3-5  Fun  Time  (20) 6-16  44 

FF3-6  Halfway  to  Heaven  (19)  8-25  + 

FF4-1  Bonnie  Lassie  (19)....  10-  6 4f 

FF4-2  Star  Bright  (20) 12-15  + 

FF4-3  Bombalera  (20)  2-  9 44 

FF4-4  Isle  of  Tabu  (.  .) 

FF4-5  Boogie  Woogie  (..) 

NOVELTOON 

(Technicolor) 

P4-1  Yankee  Doodle  Donkey 

(8)  10-27 

P4-2  Gabriel  Churchkitten 

( •■)  12-15 

P4-3  When  Gl  Johnny  Comes 

Home  (.  .)  2-2 

P4-4  Scrappily  Married  (..).  3-30 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 


44 

10-30 

44,203 

No.  3 

(9)  .... 

10-29 

+ 

44,204 

No.  4 

(9)  .... 

11-26 

+ 

44,205 

No.  5 

(9)  .... 

12-24 

+ 

+ 

8-12 

44.206 

No.  6 

(9)  ... . 

1-21 

44.207 

No.  7 

(10)  ... 

2-18 

10-21 

54.201 

No.  1 

(10)  . . . 

9-15 

+ 

10-21 

54.202 

No.  2 

(10)  ... 

10-27 

-4- 

+ 

12-30 

54,203 

No.  3 

(9)  .... 

12-  8 

44 

44 

5-20 

+ 

6-24 

44 

10-  7 

+ 

11-25 

44 

12-30 

E3-  5 Spinach-Packin’  Popeye 

(7i/2)  

. 7-21 

+ 

8-12 

E3-  6 Puppet  Love  (1/,) . . . 

. 8-11 

11-25 

E3-  7 Pitching  Woo  at  the  Zoo 

(7)  

. 9-  1 

+ 

10-21 

E3-  8 Moving  Aweigh  (7)... 

. 9-22 

+ 

12-30 

E4-  1 She-Sick  Sailors  ( . . ) . 

.12-  8 

E4-  2 Pop-Pie-Ala  Mode  (.. 

) 1-26 

E4-  3 Tops  in  the  Big  Top  ( . 

) 3-16 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 

(Color) 


J3-5  No.  5 (10)  

..6-2 

4" 

6-24 

J3-6  No.  6 (10)  

-.8-4 

44 

8-26 

J4-1  No.  1 (10)  

. .10-20 

+ 

10-21 

J4-2  No.  2 (10)  

. .12-22 

4" 

11-18 

J4-3  No.  3 (10)  

..  2-16 

44 

1-27 

SPEAKING  OF 

ANIMALS 

Y3-5  In  a Harem  (9) 

. . 7-14 

+ 

7-29 

Y3-6  Monkey  Business  (8).. 

..  9-15 

+ 

10-  7 

Y4-1  As  Babies  (9) 

. .11-24 

+ 

11-18 

Y4-2  Who's  Who  in  Animal 

Land  (9)  

. . 1-19 

44 

12-30 

Y4-3  In  the  Public  Eye  (. 

).  3-16 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 

(Color) 

L3-5  No.  5 (10)  

. . 6-23 

44 

7-29 

L3-6No.  6(10)  

. . 8-  1 

L4-1  No.  1 (10)  

. .11-10 

+ 

11-18 

L4-2  No.  2 ( . . ) 

..  1-12 

L4-3  No.  3 ( . . ) 

..3-9 

RKO  Radio 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


DISNEY  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

34.109  The  Old  Army  Game 

(7)  

34.110  Home  Defense  (8). 

34.111  Chicken  Little  (9) . . 

34.112  The  Pelican  and  the 

Snipe  (9)  

34.113  How  to  Be  a Sailor  (7)  1-28 

34.114  Trombone  Trouhle 

34.115  How  to  Play  Golf  (8).  3-10 

34.116  Donald  Duck  and  the 

Gorilla  (7)  3-31 

34.117  Contrary  Condor  (8) . 

34.118  Commando  Duck  (7) . 

54.101  Springtime  for  Pluto 

(7)  

54.102  Plastics  Inventor  (7). 

54.103  First  Aiders  (7)  . . .. 

54.104  How  to  Play  Football 

(8)  

54.105  Donald’s  Off  Day  (7)  . 12-  8 

54.106  Tiger  Trouble  (7)- 

The  Clock  Watcher 

Dog  Watch  (7) . . 


11-  5 

44 

11-26 

44 

12-17 

44 

1-  7 

+ 

1-28 

44 

i 2-18 

3-10 

44 

, 3-31 

44 

. 4-21 

+ 

. 5-12 

44 

. 6-23 

+ 

. 9-  1 

+ 

. 9-22 

+ 

. 9-15 

V 

12-  8 

+ 

. 1-  5 

-1- 

!).... 

+ 

+ 


12-  4 
12-25 
1-29 

1-22 

3-18 

3- 18 

4- 22 

4- 15 

5- 27 
5-27 

7- 29 

8- 26 
10-21 

11-18 

12-30 

1-13 

1-13 

1-27 


EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

43.402  Unlucky  Dog  (15)... 11-12  + 1-22 

43.403  Prunes  and  Politics  (16)  1-7  .... 

43.404  Love  Your  Landlord 

(18)  3-3 

43.405  Radio  Rampage  (16)  - . 4-28  + 4-15 

43.406  The  Kitchen  Cynic  (18)  7-23  + 9-16 

53.401  Feather  Your  Nest 

(18)  10-23  -H-  11-18 

53.402  Alibi  Baby  (18) 1-  5 1-13 

FLICKER  FLASHBACKS 

10- 30 

11- 27 

12- 18 

3-25 
10-  7 
U-  4 
12-30 


HEADLINER  REVIVALS 

43.202  Rhythm  on  the 

Rampage  (18)  10-  8 

43.203  Romancing  Along  (21).  11-  5 

43.204  Music  Will  Tell  (18). 12-  3 

53.201  Songs  of  the  Colleges 

(15)  9-8 

53.202  Swing  It  (16) 10-20 

53.203  Swing  Vacation  (19)..  12-  1 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

43.702  Cutie  on  Duty  (18)  . 10-29 

43.703  Wedtime  Stories  (17).  12-24  ± 

43.704  Say  Uncle  (18) 2-18  - 

43.705  Poppa  Knows  Worst 

(17)  4-14  ± 

43.706  Girls!  Girls!  Girls!  (17)  6-  9 + 

53.701  Triple  Trouble  (17)...  9-  1 + 

53.702  He  Forget  to  Remember 

(17)  10-27 

PATHE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 


rfj  12-  4 
± 12-25 


+ 


11-  4 

12- 16 
12-30 

12-  4 
1-22 

3- 25 

4- 15 
7-29 

11-  4 


44,303  Stars  & Strikes  (9) . . 

11-  5 

4+ 

12-25 

44.304  Mountain  Anglers  (9). 

12-  3 

-H- 

12-25 

44,305  Co-Ed  Sports  (8) 

12-31 

+ 

1-22 

44,306  Basket  Wizards  (8) . . 

1-28 

-4- 

2-19 

44,307  Mallard  Flight  (9)... 

2-25 

4+ 

3-18 

44,308  On  Point  (8) 

3-24 

44 

4-15 

44,309  Past  Performances  (8) 

4-21 

+ 

5-13 

44,310  Boys  Camps  (8) 

5-19 

5-27 

44.311  Boot  and  Spur  (8) . . . . 

6-16 

44 

7-  8 

44,312  Ski  Chase  (8) 

7-14 

44 

8-26 

44.313  Swim  Ballet  (8) 

8-11 

44 

10-21 

54,301  Harness  Racers  (8)  • ■ ■ 

9-  8 

44 

9-  9 

54,302  School  for  Dogs  (8) . . 

10-  6 

±: 

11-25 

54,303  Saddle  Starlets  (8)... 

11-  3 

12-  2 

54,304  Parallel  Skiing  (8).. 

.12-  1 

THIS  IS  AMERICA 

54,302  School  for  Dogs  (8).. 

.10-  6 

33,113  Children  of  Mars  (20) 

10-22 

44 

10-30 

43,101  Sailors  All  (20) 

11-19 

44 

12-  4 

43,102  Letter  to  a Hero  (18) 

12-17 

+ 

12-18 

43,103  New  Prisons — New  Men 

(17)  

1-14 

+ 

1-15 

43,104  Mail  Call  (17) 

2-11 

44 

2-12 

43,105  News  Front  (16) 

3-10 

44 

3-18 

43,106  Aircraft  Carrier  (16) . . 

4-  7 

44 

4-15 

43,107  Viva  Mexico  (17) 

5-  5 

+ 

5-13 

43.108  Hot  Money  (17) 

6-  2 

6-10 

43,109  They  Fight  Again  (16) 

i 6-30 

44 

8-12 

43,110  Rockefeller  Center  (16) 

i 7-28 

44 

9-16 

43,111  Brazil  Today  (18)... 

8-25 

44 

9-  9 

43,112  That  Man  May  Live 

(19)  

. 9-29 

+ 

11-29 

43,113  Navy  Yard  (16) 

10-20 

44 

11-18 

53,101  West  Point  (17) 

11-17 

44 

12-  2 

53,102  New  Americans  (19) . . 

12-15 

44 

12-30 
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VICTORY 

C HUfTILMS 


America’s  Hidden  Weapon.  (10).  Dist.  by 
WB. 

The  Battle  for  the  Mariannas.  (20).  Dist.  by 
WB.  Impressive.  Rev.  Oct.  7. 

Battle  Stations.  (10).  Dist.  by  20th-Fox. 
Brought  to  Action.  (..).  Dist.  by  UA  and 
M-G-M.  Rev.  Jan.  27. 

It’s  Murder.  (10).  Dist.  by  Col.  Excellent. 
Rev.  Oct.  21. 

It’s  Your  War  Too.  (10).  Dist.  by  UA  and 
M-G-M. 


Liberation  of  Rome.  (21).  Dist.  by  M-G-M. 

Excellent.  Rev.  July  29. 

Memo  for  Joe.  (10).  Dist.  by  RKO. 

Movies  at  War.  (10).  Dist.  by  Univ. 

No  Substitutes.  (10).  DisL  by  20th-Fox. 
Prices  Unlimited.  (10).  Dist.  by  Univ. 

Report  to  Judy.  (10).  Dist  by  Univ. 

Reward  Unlimited.  (10).  Dist.  by  UA  artel 
M-G-M. 

Road  to  Victory.  (10).  Dist.  by  WB. 

Seeing  Them  Through.  (9).  Dist.  by  RKO. 


Skirmish  on  the  Home  Front.  (13).  Dist.  bl 
Para. 

Target — Japan.  (10).  Dist.  by  Pars 
The  War  Speeds  Up.  (15).  Dist.  by  Col.  Ex- 
cellent.  Rev.  Sept.  16. 

V-l— The  Robut  Bomb.  (9).  Dist.  by  RKO 
Excellent.  Rev.  Nov.  18. 

What's  Your  Name.  (9>/2).  Dist  by  20th-Fo* 
Rev.  Jan.  27. 

Why  of  Wartime  Taxes.  (10).  Dist.  by  Col. 


20th  Century-Fox 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


DRIBBLE  PUSS  PARADE 

5901  Sea  Food  Mamas  (8)....  10-20 

5902  Good  Old  Days  (8) 4-6 

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 

4352  ©Ski  Slones  (9) ....  . 7-21 

5351  ©Blue  Grass  Gentlemen 

(9)  9-15 

5352  ©Trolling  for  Strikes 

(8)  12-15 

5302  Steppin’  Pretty  (..)....  1-19 

5353  ©Nova  Scotia  (8) 2-9  + 1-27 

5354©Down  the  Fairways  (..)  6-  1 ■••• 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

(Color) 

4155  Realm  of  Royalty  (9) . . 2-  4 

4153  Steamboat  on  the  River 

(9)  3-10 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

Vol.  10,  No.  12  Americans  All 

(18)  7-14  4f  7-29 

Vol.  10,  No.  13  British  Imperialism 

—1944  (18)  8-11  44  8-12 

Vol.  11,  No.  1 Postwar  Farms 

(17)  9-8  + 9-9 

Vol.  11,  No.  2 What  to  Do  With 

Germany  (lS'/2)  10-6  + 10-7 

Vol.  11,  No.  3 Uncle  Sam,  Mariner 

(17)  11-3  4+  11-18 

Vol.  11,  No.  4 Inside  China 

Today  (17i/2)  12-  1 

Vol.  11,  No.  5 The  Unknown  Battle 

(ISV2)  12-29  ff  12-30 

Vol.  11,  No.  6 (.  .)  1-26 

Vol.  11,  No.  7 (.  .)  2-23 

Vol.  11,  No.  8 (..) 3-23 

Vol.  11,  No.  9 (..) 4-20 

Vol.  11,  No.  10  (.  ) 5-18 

Vol.  11,  No.  11  (..) 6-15 

Vol.  11,  No.  12  (..) 7-13 

MOVIETONE  ADVENTURES 

(Color) 

4203  Mailman  of  Snake  River 

(9)  5-5  -H-  4-15 

5251  Mexican  Majesty  (8)  ■ ■ 8-  4 

5252  Jewels  of  Iran  (8) 8-25 

5253  Mystic  India  (8) 9-29  

5254  Black,  Gold  and  Cactus 


SPECIAL 

5601  Three  Sisters  of  the 

Moors  (20)  9-  8 

TERRY-TOONS 

(Technicolor) 

4519  The  Green  Line  (7) 7-  7 

4520  Carmen’s  Veranda  (7) . . . 7-28 

5501  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7).  8-18 

5502  Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Two 

Barbers  (7)  9-1 

5503  Gandy  Goose  in  Ghost  Town 

(7)  9-22 

5504  Mighty  Mouse  in  the  Sultan's 

Birthday  (7)  10-13 

5505  A Wolf’s  Tale  (7) 10-27 

5506  Mighty  Mouse  at  the  Circus 

(7)  11-17 

5507  Gandy’s  Dream  Girl  (7).  .12-  8 

5508  Dear  Old  Switzerland  (7)  12-22 

5509  Mighty  Mouse  and  the 

Pirates  (8)  1-12 

5510 The  Port  of  Missing  Mice 

(7)  2-2 

5511  Ants  in  Your  Pantry 

(7)  2-16 

5512  Raiding  the  Raiders  (7).  3-  9 

5513  Postwar  Inventions  (7)..  3-23 

5514  Fisherman’s  Luck  (7) . . . 3-30 

5515  Mighty  Mouse  and  the 

Kilkenny  Cats  (7) 4-13 

5516  Mother  Goose  Nightmare 

(7)  5-4 

5517  Smoky  Joe  (7) 4-25 

5518  The  Silver  Streak  (7) . . . 6-8 

5519  Aesops  Fable — The  Mosquito 

(7)  6-29 

5520  Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Wolf 

(7)  7-20 


Universal 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


LANTZ  CARTUNES 

(Technicolor) 


8239  Fish  Fry  (7) 

6-19 

+ 

8-12 

9232  The  Beach  Nut  (7) 

10-16 

+ 

11-  4 

9233  Ski  for  Two  (7) 

11-13 

+ 

12-16 

9235  Painter  and  the  Pointer 

(7)  

12-18 

4+ 

1-13 

9236  Chew  Chew  Baby  (..). 

2-  5 

NAME  BAND  MUSICALS 

8139  Melody  Garden  (15) 5-17 

Teddy  Powell  & Orch., 

Ray  Eherle,  Joe  Stafford  & 

Pied  Pipers.  Martha  Tilton, 
Peggy  Mann,  Jack  Palmer 

8130  Pagliacci  Swings  It  (15)  6-14  ± 

Joe  Reichman  & Orch., 

Gene  Austin,  the  Tailor 
Maids,  Hal  Derwin,  Caro- 
lyn Grey. 

8131  Midnight  Melodies  (15).  7-19  + 

Matty  MaJneck  & Orch., 
Connie  Haines,  the  Smart 
Set. 

9121  Swingtime  Holiday  (15) . 9-20  + 

Gus  Arnheim  & Orch.,  Jim- 
mie Dodd,  Delta  Rhythm 
Boys,  Jean  Davis. 

9122  Harmony  Highways  (15)  11-22  ± 

AJ  Donohue  & Orch.,  Jimmy 
Cash,  Stapletons,  Marilyn 
Hare,  Foursome. 

9123  On  the  Mellow  Side  (15)  12-  6 4f 

Emil  Coleman  & Orch., 
Delta  Rhythm  Boys,  Della 
NoreJI. 

9124  Jive  Busters  (15) 1-17 

Sunny  Dunham  & Orch., 
Carolyn  Grey,  Tailor  Maids, 
Valesco  & Lene. 

9125  Melody  Parade  (15) ....  2-14 

Charlie  Barnet  & Orch., 

Pied  Pipers,  June  Hutton, 

Grey  & Diane. 

9126  Swing  Serenade  (..)...  2-28 

Henry  King. 

PERSON— ODDITIES 


SWING  SYMPHONIES 

(Technicolor) 

8232  The  Greatest  Man  in  Siam 

(7)  3-27  4- 

8233  Jungle  Jive  (7) 5-15  + 

9231  Abou  Ben  Boogie  (7) . . 9-18  + 
9234  Pied  Piper  of  Basin  St. 

(7)  1-15 


TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

(Technicolor) 

8112  With  the  Marines  at  Tarawa 

(19)  3-  1 

7110  Eagle  vs.  Dragon  (18) . . 4-  5 44 
8110  World  Without  Borders 

(21)  1-17 

9112  Lili  Marlene  (21) 12-13 


8-26 


9-16 


10-  7 


12-16 


12-16 


(8)  

11-10  

8377  Aviation  Expert  Donald 

5257  Canyons  of  the  Sun  (8) 

1-5  

Douglas  (9)  

3-20 

4- 

5-27 

5255  City  of  Paradox  (8) . . . 

3-2 

8378  Foster’s  Canary  College 

5256  Alaskan  Grandeur  (8) . 

3-16  + 1-27 

(9)  

4-24 

+ 

4-29 

5258  Land  of  10,000  Lakes 

8379  The  Fantastic  Castle  (9) 

5-22 

+ 

5-20 

(8)  

4-27 

8380  The  Honest  Forger  (9).. 

6-19 

+ 

8-26 

5201  Modeling  for  Money  (8) 

5-11 

8381  Spinning  a Yarn  (9) . . 

8-  7 

+ 

8-12 

5259  Isle  of  Romance  (8)... 

6-22  

9371  Ido!  of  the  Crowd  (9). 

9-18 

44 

10-  7 

5260  Sikhs  of  Patala  (8) . . . 

7-6 

9372  One-Man  Newspaper  (9) 

12-18 

+ 

1-13 

5261  Glimpses  of  New  York 

9373  ABC  Pin-Up  (9) 

1-15 

(8)  

7-27 

9374  Pigtail  Pilot  (9) 

1-22 

1-22 
4-29 
10-  7 


4-  1 


UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

VARIETY  VIEWS 

8358  Hobo  News  (9)  3-27  44.  5-20 

8359  Fraud  by  Mail  (9)....  4-24  44  5-20 

8360  Mr.  Chimp  Goes  South 

(9)  5-29  + 7-29 

8361  Bear  Mountain  Game  (9)  8-14  44  7-29 

9351  From  Spruce  to  Bomber 

(9)  9-25  44  10-7 

9352  Dogs  for  Show  (9)....  11-  6 + 12-16 

9353  Mr.  Chimp  at  Coney 

Island  (9)  12-11  + 12-30 

9354  White  Treasure  (9) . . . . 1-29  .... 


Warner  Bros. 


Prod.  No.  Title  Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 

BLUE  RIBBON  CARTOON  REISSUES 

(Technicolor) 

9310  Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs 

(8)  6-3  4-  6-24 

9311  A Wild  Hare  (7) 6-17  + 6-24 

9312  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7)  7-15  4-  8-12 

9313  Isle  of  Pingo  Pongo  (7)  8-19  4-  9-16 

1301  Let  It  Be  Me  (7i/2) 9-16  

1302  September  in  the  Rain 

(6K2)  9-30 

1303  Sunday  Go  to  Meeting  Time 

(6>/2)  10-28  -4  11-18 

1304  1 Love  to  Singa  (7)....  11-18  ± 1-13 

1305  Plenty  of  Money  and  You 

( • •)  12-  9 

1306  Fella  With  a Fiddle  (..)  1-20  

1307  When  I Yoo  Hoo  (..)..  2-24  


"BUGS  BUNNY"  SPECIALS 

(Technicolor) 

9723  Hare  Ribbin’  (7) 6-24  + 

9724  Hare  Force  (7) 7-22  + 

9725  Buckaroo  Bugs  (7) 8-26  + 

9726  Old  Grey  Hare  (7) 10-28  44 

1721  Herr  Meets  Hare  (..)..  1-13 

1722  Unruly  Hare  (..) 2-10 

FEATURETTE 

9106  U.S.  Marines  on 

Review  (20)  

1102  Proudly  We  Serve  (20) 


1104  I Won’t  I 
1106  Congo  ( . 


9610  All  Star  Melody  Masters 

(10)  

9609  Junior  Jive  Bombers  (10) 

(8)  

1601  Bob  Wills  and  His  Texas 

Playboys  (10)  

1602  Listen  to  the  Bands  (10) . 

1603  Harry  Owens  and  Royal 

Hawaiians  (10)  

1604  Sonny  Ounbam  and 

Orchestra  (10)  

1605  Jammin’  the  Blues  (10).  12-16  44 

1606  Rhythm  of  the  Rhumba 

GO)  

MERRIE  MELODIES 

(Technicolor) 

9706  Swooner  Crooner  (7) 

9707  Russian  Rhapsody  (7 

9708  Duck  Soup  to  Nuts  ( 

9709  Angel  Puss  (7)  ... 

9710  Slightly  Daffy  (7).. 

9711  Brother  Brat  (7) . . . 

9714  From  Hand  to  Mouse 

(8)  

9713  Birdy  and  the  Beast  (7)  8-19  + 

9715  Goldilocks  and  the  Jivin’  Bears 

(7) 

9712  Plane  Daffy  (7) 9-16  ± 

9716  Lost  and  Foundling  (8).  9-30  ± 

9717  Booby  Hatched  <6'/2) ..  .10-14 

9718  The  Stupid  Cupid  (..).  11-25 

9719  Stage  Door  Cartoon  (7).  12- 30 

9720  Odor-Able  Kitty  (..)...  1-  6 

1701  Draftee  Daffy  (..) 1-27 

1702  Trap  Happy  Porky  (..).  2-24 

SPORTS  PARADE 

(Technicolor) 

9508  Filipino  Sports  Parade 


6- 24 

7- 29 

10-  7 

11- 25 


7-  8 

44 

7-29 

9-23 

44 

10-21 

.10-14 

44 

11-  4 

.12-  2 

+ 

1-13 

.12-23 

12-30 

.11-11 

44 

11-25 

. 2-17 

>TERS 

6-10 

44 

6-24 

7-  1 

+ 

9-16 

7-29 

-4 

8-26 

7-  1 

+ 

9-16 

8-  5 

+ 

9-16 

9-  2 

+ 

10-  7 

10-  7 

+ 

11-  4 

11-  4 

+ 

11-25 

11-25 

44 

1-13 

12-16 

44 

12-  2 

1-27 

+4 

1-27 

) 

. 5-  6 

44 

6-  3 

. 5-20 

44 

6-  3 

. 5-27 

5-27 

. 6-  3 

44 

6-24 

. 6-17 

+ 

6-24 

. 7-15 

+ 

8-12 

. 8-  5 

+ 

9-16 

1 8-19 
Bears 

+ 

9-16 

. 9-  2 

+ 

10-  7 

. 9-16 

10-  7 

. 9-30 

11-  4 

.10-14 

44 

11-  4 

.11-25 

.12-30 

+4 

i-ii 

(10)  

6-10 

44 

6-24 

9509  Mexican  Sportland 

(10). 

5-13 

+ 

5-29 

9510  Cattlemen’s  Days 

(10). . 

6-24 

4- 

4+ 

6-24 

9511  Colorado  Trout  (10) . . . 

7-  1 

7-29 

9513  Bluenose  Schooner 

(10). 

8-  5 

9-16 

9512  Champions  of  the 

Future 

(10)  

11-18 

+4 

11-18 

1501  California  Here  We 

Are 

(•■>  

12-16 

1502  Birds  & Beasts  Were  There 

( .)  12-30 

1503  Glamour  in  Sports  (..)..  1-13 

1504  Bikes  and  Skis  (..) 2-10 

TECHNICOLOR 

9004  Devil  Boats  (20) 8-12  44- 

9006  Musical  Movieland  (20).  9-  9 44 

1001  Let’s  Go  Fishing  (16!/2)  10-21  44 

1002  Beachhead  to  Berlin  (..)  1-  6 44 

1003  Pledge  to  Bataan  (20)..  2-  3 44 

VITAPHONE  VARIETY 

1401  Their  Dizzy  Day  (10) ...  9-  2 + 

1402  Ski  Whizz  ( 9/2 ) 10-  7 

1403  Outdoor  Living  (10) 11-4  + 


8-12 
10-  7 
12-  2 
12-16 
1-27 


Miscellaneous 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 

United  Artists 

THE  WORLD  IN  ACTION 

The  Labor  Front  (21)  11-19  ± 12-  4 

Russia's  Foreign  Policy  (21)  + 3-18 

The  Battle  of  Europe 

(17)  5-5  44  5-27 

Global  Air  Routes  (15)  6-23  -f  10-21 
Fortress  Japan  (17) . . 8-10  44  8-12 

Zero  Hour  (22) 4 10-21 

Inside  France  (19) ± 11-  4 

When  Asia  Speaks  (19) + 12-16 

Serials 


+ 7-29 


COLUMBIA 

5140  The  Desert  Hawk 7-  7 

15  Chapters. 

6120  Black  Arrow  10-20 

15  Chapters. 

5120  The  Batman  7-16 

15  Chapters. 

6140  Brenda  Starr,  Reporter...  1-26 
13  Chapters. 

REPUBLIC 

284  Secret  Service  in  Darkest 

Africa  7-10 

15  Chapters. 

381  The  Masked  Marvel.  ..  .11-  6 

12  Chapters. 

382  Captain  America  1-29 

15  Chapters. 

383  The  Tiger  Woman  

12  Chapters. 


UNIVERSAL 

8881  Great  Alaskan  Mystery.  . 4-25  -j-  5-6 

. . Raiders  of  Ghost  City 4-  g.iy 

13  Chapters. 

..  Mystery  of  the  River  Boat....  4-  11-  4 
13  Chanters. 

. . Mystery  Queen  of  the 

Jungle  4.  12.30 


IN  THE  NEWSREELS 

Movietone  News,  No.  42:  Inaugural;  retreat 
from  U.S.  air  bases  as  Japs  cut  China  in  two- 
Shirley  Ross. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  240:  Fourth  term  in- 
augural; Americans  burn  U.S.  airports  in  China; 
school  for  expectant  fathers. 

Paramount  News,  No.  43:  Babies — new  course 
for  fathers;  retreat  in.  China;  inauguration. 

Pathe  News,  No.  45:  Inauguration;  China  re- 
treat. 

Universal  News,  No.  366:  Fourteenth  air  force 
gets  Kweilin;  Jap  air  base  in  Philippines  hit  by 
Yanks;  $1,000  bookworm;  watch  out  for  squalls; 
inauguration. 

• 

Movietone  News,  No.  43:  Senate  commerce 
committee;  naval  yard  fire;  robot  bomb;  air  ac- 
tion; Borneo;  Germany;  personalities;  Churchill; 
General  Hurley;  Wacs;  triple  baby  bliss;  WAVES 
in  Hawaii;  winter  sports;  skating;  tug  of  war. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  241:  Churchill;  lone 
raider;  Wacs;  triplets;  Wallace;  fire  sweeps  naval 
pier;  American  robot  bombs. 

Paramount  News,  No.  44:  Naval  yard  fire; 
Wacs;  buzz  bombs  made  in  U.S.A.;  Churchill; 
Russians. 

Pathe  News,  No.  46:  Churchill;  Jones,  Wallace; 
flying  bombs;  blaze  sweeps  Norfolk  yard  pier; 
General  Hurley;  Albanians  celebrate;  Hogan’s  task 
force;  Wacs  needed. 

Universal  News,  No.  367:  Wallace  appointment; 
Wac  medical  units;  personalities;  fire  damages 
naval  piers;  streamlined  gravy  train;  new  buzz 
bomb. 


All-American  News,  Vol.  8,  No.  119;  United 
Mutual  Insurance  Co.  granted  charter;  inter- 
racial group  meets  in  Chicago;  personalities: 
United  College  Fund  leaders  plan  1945  drive; 
school  honors  United  Nations;  air  hero,  Lieu- 
9-16  tenant  Kirkpatrick,  brings  news  of  332nd; 

President  Roosevelt  takes  oath  fourth  time;  negro 
11-25  WAVES  officers. 
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EHEUI  DIGEST 

AND  PICTURE  GUIDE  INDEX 


An  interpretative  analysis  of  opinions  deduced  from  the  language  of  lay  and  trade  press  reviews.  The  plus 
and  minus  signs  indicate  the  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review. 
This  department  serves  also  as  an  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  to  feature  releases.  Numeral  preceding  title 
is  Picture  Guide  Review  page  number.  In  parenthesis  after  title  is  running  time.  Date  following  distributor  is 
BOXOFFICE  review  date.  Listings  cover  current  reviews.  It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  regularly.  The 
meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  their  combinations  is  as  follows: 

44  Very  Good;  + Good;  ± Fair;  zp  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 

In  the  summary  -H-  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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549  Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (SO)  UA. . 

7-22-44 

+ 

-4 

+ 

-4 

+ 

-4 

7+  1- 

509  Action  in  Arabia  (75)  RKO 

2-19-44 

F 

Hh 

-4 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

7+  4— 

526  Address  Unknown  (72)  Col 

4-22-44 

+ 

2+ 

±2 

+ 

F 

+ 

6+  3- 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  (63)  Mono 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

4+  4- 

530  Adventures  of  Mark  Twain  (130)  WB 

5-  6-44 

4+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 

573  Alaska  (76)  Mono 

10-14-44 

Hft 

2+ 

-4 

+ 

± 

2+2 

6+  4- 

499  Ali  Baba  and  40  Thieves  (87)  Univ 

1-15-44 

+4 

-4 

-4 

-4 

44 

+ 

+ 

9+ 

529  Allergic  to  Love  (65)  Univ 

5-  6-44 

F 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

-4 

2+ 

6+  4- 

545  Amazing  Mr.  Forrest  (71)  PRC 

7-  1-44 

2+ 

2+ 

F 

-4 

F= 

5+  4 — 

546  American  Romance,  An  (122)  MGM. 

7-  1-44 

2+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

9+  1- 

575  And  Now  Tomorrow  (85)  Para 

10-21-44 

+ 

-4 

-4 

+ 

+ 

44 

-4 

s+ 

527  And  the  Angels  Sing  (96)  Para 

521  Andy  Hardy's  Blonde  Trouble  (107) 

4-29-44 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  2- 

MGM  

4-  8-44 

+ 

F 

2+ 

-4 

44 

8+  4- 

544  Are  These  Our  Parents’  (73)  Mono  6-24-44 

F 

F 

F 

44 

+ 

— 

-4 

7+  4- 

524  Arizona  Whirlwind  (59)  Mono 

4-15-44 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

4+  3- 

589  Army  Wives  (68)  Mono 

12-16-44 

2+2 

■±_ 

F 

F 

— 

F 

2+2 

6+  7- 

562  Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (118)  WB.... 

8-  2-44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

10+ 

555  Atlantic  City  (85)  Rep 

8-12-44 

+ 

-4 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

44 

6+  2- 

542  Attack  (80)  RKO 

6-17-44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

■ 

9+ 

B 

572  Babes  on  Swing  Street  (70)  Univ. 

9-30-44 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

2+ 

2+2 

7+  6- 

553  Barbary  Coast  Gent  (87)  MGM 

8-  5-44 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

-4- 

+ 

7+  4— 

528  Bathing  Beauty  (J01)  MGM 

6-  3-44 

44 

+ 

44 

-4 

44 

44 

+ 

11+ 

586  Belle  of  the  Yukon  (84)  RKO..... 

12-  2-44 

+ 

± 

-4 

2+ 

44 

2+ 

7+  3- 

540  Beneath  Western  Skies  (56)  Rep.. 

6-10-44 

F 

— 

-4 

Hh 

2+ 

5+  5- 

527  Bermuda  Mystery  (65)  20-Fox... 

4-29-44 

— 

2+ 

— 

+ 

IF 

5+  6- 

596  Between  Two  Women  (83)  MGM... 

1-13-45 

2+ 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

6+  3- 

531  Between  Two  Worlds  (112)  WB.. 

5-13-44 

44 

2+ 

44 

-4 

44 

+ 

9+  1- 

596  Big  Bonanza,  The  (60)  Rep 

1-13-45 

2+ 

-4- 

2+ 

2+ 

4+  4- 

568  Big  Noise,  The  (74)  20-Fox 

9-23-44 

+ 

F 

— 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

6+  4- 

597  Big  Show-Off,  The  (69)  Rep 

1-20-45 

+ 

F 

2+ 

3+  2- 

565  Black  Magic  (64)  Mono 

9-  9-44 

± 

F 

2+ 

Hh 

5+  5- 

Black  Parachute,  The  (65)  Col... 

F 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

F 

6+  6— 

523  Blazing  Frontier  (59)  PRC 

4-15-44 

+ 

3+  2- 

557  Block  Busters  (60)  Mono 

8-19-44 

F 

2+ 

~ 

F 

2+ 

Hh 

— 

5+  7- 

586  Blonde  Fever  (70)  MGM 

12-  2-44 

2+ 

q: 

F 

-4 

— 

5+  4- 

578  Bluebeard  (73)  PRC 

10-28-44 

F 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

4+  2- 

Bordertown  Trail  (56)  Rep 

1+  1- 

569  Boss  of  Rawhide  (59)  PRC 

9-23-44 

— 

F 

F 

F 

3+  4- 

Bowery  Champs  (62)  Mono 

Hh 

F 

2+ 

F1 

5+  5- 

578  Bowery  to  Broadway  (94)  Univ... 

10-28-44 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

-4 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  3- 

Brand  of  the  Devil  (61)  PRC.... 

F 

1+  1- 

577  Brazil  (91)  Rep 

10-28-44 

+ 

+ 

44 

-4 

+ 

44 

+ 

9+ 

552  Bride  by  Mistake  (81)  RKO 

7-29-44 

-4 

dr 

4 

44 

44 

+ 

9+  2- 

507  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey  (107)  UA. 

2-12-44 

+ 

2+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

±2 

-4 

8+  2- 

500  Broadway  Rhythm  (115)  MGM... 

1-15-44 

+ 

+ 

-4 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

10+ 

515  Buffalo  Bill  (90  ) 20-Fox 

3-18-44 

+ 

+ 

-4 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

9+ 

c 

518  California  Joe  (55)  Rep 

3-25-44 

F 

-+ 

2+ 

+ 

-4 

2+2 

6+  4- 

364  Call  of  the  Jungle  (60)  Mono.... 

9-  2-44 

= 

F 

— 

— 

2± 

— 

— 

2+  8- 

Call  of  the  Rockies  (56)  Rep 

+ 

2+  1- 

Call  of  the  South  Seas  (59)  Rep.. 

FF 

F 

F 

F^ 

— 

4+  5- 

538  Candlelight  in  Algeria  (85)  20-Fox 

6-  3-44 

2+ 

2+ 

-+ 

+ 

-4 

5+  3 

589  Can't  Help  Singing  (89)  Univ 

.12-16-44 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

-4 

-4 

44 

10+ 

538  Canterville  Ghost,  The  (95)  MGM. 

6-  3-44 

+ 

-4 

-4 

-4 

-4 

44 

+ 

8+ 

571  Carolina  Blues  (81)  Col 

. 9-30-44 

±2 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

2t. 

7+  5- 

554  Casanova  Brown  (92)  RKO 

. 8-  5-44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

-4 

44 

12+ 

505  Casanova  in  Burlesque  (74)  Rep.. 

2-  5-44 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

2jr 

7+  S- 

Castle  of  Crimes  (60)  PRC 

2+ 

1+  1- 

501  Cattle  Stampede  (58)  PRC 

523  Charlie  Chan  and  the  Chinese 

. 1-22-44 

F 

2+ 

±2 

3+  3- 

Cat  (641/2)  Mono 

. 4-15-44 

+ 

2+ 

-4 

2+ 

F 

6+  4- 

502  Charlie  Chan  in  Secret  Service 

(64)  Mono  

. 1-22-44 

+ 

2+ 

qr 

+ 

+ 

6+  4- 

Cheyenne  Wildcat  (56)  Rep 

F 

2+  2- 

510  Chip  Off  the  Old  Block  (79)  Univ.  2-19-44 

+ 

+ 

-4 

-4 

+ 

+ 

44 

8+ 

542  Christmas  Holiday  (93)  Univ 

. 6-17-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

8+  1- 

571  Climax,  The  (86)  Univ 

. 9-30-44 

-4 

■+: 

+ 

-4 

+ 

2+2 

7+  3- 

527  Coastal  Command  (60)  RKO 

. 4-29-44 

±2 

H- 

44 

+ 

44 

7+  2- 

530  Cobra  Woman  (70)  Univ 

. 5-  6-44 

— 

+ 

-4 

+ 

F1 

+ 

6+  4- 

Code  of  the  Prairie  (50)  Rep. . . . 

+ 

2+  1- 

574  Conspirators,  The  (101)  WB 

.10-14-44 

F 

2+ 

2+ 

-4 

— 

+ 

2± 

6+  5— 

531  Contender,  The  (66)  PRC 

. 5-13-44 

2+ 

2+ 

F 

2+ 

— 

F1 

F 

6+  7- 

514  Cover  Girl  (107)  Col 

. 3-11-44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 
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522  Cowboy  and  the  Senorita  (78)  Rep . 

4-  8-44 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

F 

+ 

F 

6+  3- 

Cowboy  From  Lonesome  River  (55)  Col 

±. 

1+  1- 

506  Cowboy  in  the  Clouds  (55)  Col... 

2-  5-44 

-+2 

■+2 

2+ 

2+ 

5+  5— 

Crazy  Knights  (63)  Mono 

qp 

F 

2+  2- 

553  Crime  by  Night  (72)  WB 

8-  5-44 

2+2 

+ 

F 

2+ 

2+2 

2+ 

6+  6-- 

560  Cry  of  the  Werewolf  (63)  Col 

8-26-44 

2+2 

F 

F 

2+ 

+2 

F 

F 

7+  7- 

510  Curse  of  the  Cat  People  (70)  RKO 

2-19-44 

+ 

F 

— 

F 

44 

ft 

2+2 

8+  4- 

583  Cyclone  Prairie  Rangers  (56)  Col . .11-18-44 

2+2 

2+ 

2+  3— 

D 

594  Dancing  in  Manhattan  (60)  Col.... 

12-30-44 

2+2 

F 

F 

2+2 

F 

5+  5- 

557  Dangerous  Journey  (73)  20-Fox.... 

8-19-44 

2+2 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  3- 

591  Dangerous  Passage  (62)  Para 

12-23-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+ 

2+ 

5+  5- 

566  Dark  Mountain  (56)  Para 

9-  9-44 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

7+  4- 

583  Dark  Waters  (89)  UA 

11-18-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

ft 

8+  1- 

526  Days  of  Glory  (86)  RKO 

4-22-44 

2+: 

2+2 

F 

2+ 

2+z 

+ 

2+ 

7+  6- 

569  Dead  Man’s  Eyes  (64)  Univ 

9-23-44 

2+2 

2+2 

— 

+ 

+ 

F 

±2 

6+  5- 

500  Death  Rides  the  Plains  (55)  PRC. 

1-15-44 

2+2 

2+ 

2+ 

3+  3- 

505  Death  Valley  Rangers  (59)  Mono. 

2-  5-44 

± 

2+ 

2+2 

F 

2+ 

5+  5- 

547  Delinquent  Daughters  (72)  PRC. . . 

7-15-44 

+ 

F 

F 

+ 

2+ 

— 

5+  3- 

587  Destiny  (65)  Univ 

12-  9-44 

2t. 

+ 

2+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

6+  3- 

520  Detective  Kitty  O'Day  (61)  Mono.. 

4-  1-44 

F 

2+2 

2+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+ 

7+  6- 

507  Devil  Riders  (58)  PRC 

2-12-44 

F 

+ 

-+ 

3+  3- 

548  Dixie  Jamboree  (72)  PRC 

7-15-44 

+ 

F 

2+2 

2+ 

— 

5+  5- 

592  Double  Exposure  (64)  Para 

12-23-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5+  1- 

528  Double  Indemnity  (106)  Para... 

4-29-44 

-H- 

++ 

-H- 

ft 

ft 

ft 

12+ 

561  Doughgirls,  The  (102)  WB 

9-  2-44 

+ 

+ 

+f 

+ 

ft 

2+ 

2+2 

10+  2- 

550  Dragon  Seed  (145)  MGM 

7-22-44 

+ 

-H 

-H- 

+ 

ft 

ft 

ft  12+ 

540  Drifter,  The  (60)  PRC 

6-10-44 

2+2 

F 

4+  4- 

E 

Eadie  Was  a Lady  (67)  Col 

2+2 

F 

2+  2- 

End  of  the  Road  (51)  Rep 

2+2 

2+ 

2+2 

— 

54-  6-- 

561  Enemy  of  Women  (86)  Mono 

9-  2-44 

± 

2+2 

F 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

6+  5- 

585  Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (72)  Univ... 

12-  2-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

7+  3- 

506  Escape  to  Danger  (84)  RKO 

2-  5-44 

2+2 

2+ 

+ 

F 

2+ 

+ 

6+  4— 

534  Eve  of  St.  Mark,  The  (96)  20-Fox  5-20-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ft 

7+ 

567  Ever  Since  Venus  (74)  Col 

9-23-44 

2+2 

2+ 

2+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+ 

— 

6+  6- 

587  Experiment  Perilous  (91)  RKO  ... 

.12-  9-44 

-H- 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ft 

9+  1- 

F 

578  Faces  in  the  Fog  (71)  Rep 

10-28-44 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

F 

+ 

F 

7+  5- 

588  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (67)  RKO... 

.12-  9-44 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

F 

7+  4- 

554  Falcon  in  Mexico  (70)  RKO 

8-  5-44 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

7+  2- 

514  Falcon  Out  West,  The  (64)  RKO. 

. 3-11-44 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

F 

7+  6- 

502  Fighting  SeaBees.  The  (100)  Rep. 

1-22-44 

± 

+ 

+ 

ft 

ft 

+ 

8+  1- 

595  Fighting  Lady,  The  (61)  20-Fox.. 

. 1-13-45 

+ 

# 

+ 

+ 

ft 

7+ 

Firebrands  of  Arizona  (55)  Rep.... 

F 

1+  1- 

520  Follow  the  Boys  (109)  Univ 

4-  1-44 

tt 

+ 

-H- 

-H- 

44 

+ 

+ 

11+ 

544  Follow  the  Leader  (65)  Mono.... 

6-24-44 

2+2 

2+ 

2+2 

F 

2+2 

6+  6- 

549  Forty  Thieves  (60)  UA 

. 7-22-44 

2+2 

± 2 

2+2 

3+  3- 

516  Four  Jills  in  a Jeep  (89  ) 20-Fox. 

3-18-44 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  1- 

568  Frenchman’s  Creek  (113)  Para. . . 

. 9-23-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ft 

ft 

+ 

2+ 

9+  1- 

564  Frontier  Outlaws  (58)  PRC 

. 9-  2-44 

2+2 

+ 

■±2 

+ 

F 

5+  3- 

Fuzzy  Settles  Down  (60)  PRC.... 

F 

2+  2- 

G 

528  Gambler’s  Choice  (66)  Para 

. 4-29-44 

± 

2+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

7+  5- 

570  Gangsters  of  the  Frontier  (56)  PRC 

. 9-23-44 

— 

F 

— 

1+  3 — 

532  Gaslight  (114)  MGM  

. 5-13-44 

+ 

4+ 

+ 

+ 

ft 

ft 

44 

11+ 

591  Gentle  Annie  (80)  MGM 

. 12*83-44 

2+2 

F 

2+ 

F 

2+2 

5+  5- 

540  Ghost  Catchers  (68)  Univ 

. 6-10-44 

2+2 

2+ 

+ 

— 

ft 

2+ 

6+  4- 

Ghost  Guns  (60)  Mono 

+ 

1+ 

544  Glldersleeve  Sees  Ghost  (63)  RKO. 

. 6-22-44 

2+2 

2+ 

F 

2+ 

+ 

F 

F 

7+  6- 

Girl  in  the  Case.  The  (64)  Col.... 

F 

2+ 

+ 

2+2 

2+ 

5+  4- 

Girl  Who  Dared.  The  (56)  Rep. 

F 

F 

qz 

4+  4— 

577  Girl  Rush  (65)  RKO 

.10-28-44 

+ 

F 

+ 

F 

+ 

qi 

7+  4- 

511  Going  My  Way  (125)  Para 

. 3-  4-44 

+ 

++ 

ft 

4+ 

ft 

ft 

44 

14+ 

571  Goin’  to  Town  (69)  RKO 

. 9-30-44 

2+2 

F 

F 

2+2 

F 

F 

64-  6 — 

539  Goodnight,  Sweetheart  (67)  Rep.. 

. 6-10-44 

— 

2+ 

F 

2+ 

— 

2+2 

2+2 

5+  7- 

536  Goyescas  (110)  RKO 

. 5-27-44 

F 

2+ 

2+2 

3+  3— 

Great  Flamarion,  The  (..)  Rep.. 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

3+  3- 

566  Great  Mike,  The  (73)  PRC 

. 9-  9-44 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

F 

7+  2- 

541  Great  Moment,  The  (83)  Para 

. 6-17-44 

2+ 

4+ 

-H- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

10+  1- 

555  Greenwich  Village  (82)  20-Fox... 

. 8-12-44 

+ 

2+ 

Hh 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

8+  2- 
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■ummary  44  is  rated  as  2 pluses:  — as  2 minuses. 


+4  Very  Good:  + Good;  - Fair;  + Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 


In  the 


597  Grissly’s  Millions  (71)  Rep... 
589  Guest  in  the  House  (120)  UA 

Gun  Smoke  (••)  Mono 

547  Gunsmoke  Mm  (59)  PRC... 
556  Gypsy  Wildcat  (86)  Univ 


. 1-20-45 
.12-16-44 


7- 15-44 

8- 12-44 


H 


6- 17-44 

5- 20-44 
1-20-45 

3- 11-44 
1-  8-44 

7- 29-44 

4- 29-44 

6- 17-44 


4-  8-44 
12-23-44 
12-30-44 

3- 18-44 

4- 22-44 
12-  9-44 

5- 27-44 
3-11-44 
3-  4-44 

12-30-44 


541  Hail  the  Conquerini  Hat  (101) 

Para  

533  Hairy  Ape,  The  (91)  UA 

598  Hanpover  Square  (77  ) 20-Fox 

513  Hat  Check  Honey  (68)  Univ 

498  Hut’s  On.  The  (79)  Col 

551  Heavenly  Days  (72)  RK0 

527  Henry  Aldrich  Plays  Cupid  (65)  Para 

542  Henry  Aldrich’s  Little  Secret 

(74)  Para  

Her  Lucky  Night  (..)  Univ 

521  Her  Primitive  Man  (79)  Univ 

591  Here  Come  the  WAVES  (99)  Para.. 

594  Hi  Beautiful  (64)  Univ 

516  Hi  Good-Lookin’  (62)  Univ 

525  Hitler  Gang,  The  (100)  Para 

588  Hollywood  Canteen  (124)  WB 

536  Home  in  Indiana  (103)  20-Fox 

513  Hot  Rhythm  (79)  Mono 

511  Hour  Before  the  Dawn  (75)  Para.. 

593  House  of  Frankenstein  (71)  Univ.. 

I 

577  1 Accuse  My  Parents  (68)  PRC. ..  .10-28-44 
S39  I Love  a Soldier  (104)  Para 6-10-44 

592  I’ll  Be  Seeing  You  (86)  UA 12-23-44 

579  I’m  From  Arkansas  (70)  PRC 10-28-44 

559  Impatient  Years,  The  (91)  Col 8-26-44 

508  Impostor,  The  (94)  Univ 2-12-44 

504  In  Our  Time  (110)  WB 2-  5-44 

558  In  Society  (74)  Univ 8-19-44 

567  In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (72)  20-Fox  9-23-44 
573  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (90  ) 20-Fox  10-14-44 

537  Invisible  Man’s  Revenge,  The 

(78)  Univ  6-  3-44 

518  It  Happened  Tomorrow  (85)  UA...  3-25-44 

I 

Jade  Mask,  The  (66)  Mono 

550  Jam  Session  (77)  Col 

522  Jamboree  (71)  Rep  

503  Jane  Eyre  (96)  20-Fox  

551  Janie  (102)  WB 

533  Johnny  Doesn't  Live  Here 

Any  More  (79)  Mono.. 

535  Jungle  Woman  (67)  Univ 

K 

Kansas  City  Kitty  (72)  Col 

592  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (137)  20-Fox.  12-30-44  + 

560  Kismet  (100)  MGM 8-26-44  + 

511  Knickerbocker  Holiday  (86)  UA 3-  4-44  5: 


7-22-44  ± 

4-  8-44  ± 

2-  5-44  ++ 
7-29-44  + 


5-20-44 

5-27-44 


517  Ladies  Courageous  (88)  Univ 3-25-44 

533  Ladies  of  Washington  (61)  20-Fox..  5-20-44 

519  Lady  and  the  Monster  (86)  Rep 4-  1-44 

520  Lady  in  Death  House  (58)  PRC 4-  1-44 

507  Lady  in  the  Dark  (100)  Para 2-12-44 

504  Lady,  Let's  Dance  (84)  Mono 2-  5-44 

593  Lake  Placid  Serenade  (85)  Rep. . .12-30-44 

Land  of  the  Outlaws  (56)  Mono 

Last  Horseman,  The  (54)  Col 

567  Last  Ride,  The  (56)  WB 9-23-44 
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576  Laura  (88)  20-Fox  

.10-21-44 

+ 

+ 

44 

4+ 

4+ 

++ 

44 

12+ 

546  Law  Men  (55)  Mono 

. 7-  1-44 

P 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

P1 

5+  4- 

548  Law  of  the  Saddle  (59)  PRC 

. 7-15-44 

2+2 

2+ 

-b 

2+2 

4+ 

Law  of  the  Valley  (59)  Mono 

2+2 

2+ 

P= 

3+  3- 

569  Leave  It  to  the  Irish  (61)  Mono.. 

. 9-23-44 

P 

2+ 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

P1 

7+  6 — 

598  Let’s  Go  Steady  (60)  Col 

. 1-20-45 

2+2 

P 

2+  2— 

581  Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (78)  Rep. 

.11-11-44 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

501  Lifeboat  (96)  20-Fox 

. 1-22-44 

4+ 

44 

++ 

+f 

++ 

4+ 

44 

14+ 

561  Lost  in  a Harem  (89)  MGM 

. 9-  2-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+f 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

8+  1- 

549  Louisiana  Hayride  (67)  Col 

. 7-22-44 

2+2 

P 
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2+2 

+ 

2+ 

P= 

7+  6- 

521  Lumberjack  (64)  UA 

. 4-  8-44 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  2- 

M 

558  Machine  Gun  Mama  (67)  PRC 

. 8-19-44 

= 

hP 

P1 

— 

P1 

5+  8- 
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551  Mademoiselle  Fifi  (69)  RKO 

585  Main  Street  After  Dark  (56)  MGM 

555  Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (90)  MGM... 

534  Make  Your  Own  Bed  (82)  WB 

532  Man  From  Frisco  (91)  Rep 

578  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street.  The 

(92)  Para  

543  Marine  Raiders  (91)  RKO 

574  Mark  of  the  Whistler,  The 

(61)  Col  

580  Marked  Trails  (59)  Mono 

556  Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (117) 

MGM  

Marshal  of  Reno  (56)  Rep 

540  Mask  of  Dimitrios,  The  (95)  WB. 

567  Master  Race,  The  (96)  RKO 

582  Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (113)  MGM. 

575  Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (68)  Col. 
522  Meet  the  People  (100)  MGM 

Men  of  the  Sea  (50)  PRC... 

506  Men  on  Her  Mind  (70)  PRC. 

559  Merry  Monahans,  The  (90)  Univ. . 
511  Million  Dollar  Kid  (65)  Mi 
543  Minstrel  Man  (69)  PRC. . . 

576  Ministry  of  Fear  (84)  Para.. 

499  Miracle  of  Morgan’s  Creek 

(99)  Para  

584  Missing  Juror,  The  (66)  Co 
519  Monster  Maker,  The  (65)  PRC... 


596  Mr.  Emmanuel  (92)  UA 

536  Mr.  Skeffington  (127)  WB... 
547  Mr.  Winkle  Goes  to  War  (80) 
568  Mrs.  Parkington  (124)  MGM 


588  Murder,  My  Sweet  (95)  RKO.... 
590  Music  for  Millions  (119)  MGM.. 
552  Music  in  Manhattan  (81)  RKO.. 

515  My  Best  Gal  (67)  Rep 

576  My  Buddy  (69)  Rep 

586  My  Gal  Loves  Music  (63)  Univ... 

568  My  Pal  Wolf  (75)  RKO 

543  Mystery  Man  (58)  UA 
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514  Nabonga  (75)  PRC 
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565  National  Barn  Dance  (76)  Para. . . 

. 9-  9-44 

+ 
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6+  3- 

590  National  Velvet  (124)  MGM 
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44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 
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512  Navy  Way,  The  (75)  Para 

590  Nevada  (62)  RKO 

594  Night  Club  Girl  (60)  Univ 
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538  Night  of  Adventure,  A (65)  RKO. 
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572  None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (113)  RKO  9-30-44 
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+ 
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9+  3- 

502  None  Shall  Escape  (85)  Col 
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585  Nothing  But  Trouble  (69)  MGM... 
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Objective,  Burma!  (..)  WB 

558  Oh,  What  1 Night  (71)  Mono 8-19-44  ± 

Old  Chisholm  Trail  (60)  Univ 

525  Once  Upon  a Time  (89)  Cal 4-22-44  + 

577  One  Body  Too  Many  (76)  Para 10-28-44  + 

One  Mysterious  Night  (61)  Col 

562  Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(81)  Para  9-  2-44  + 

537  Outlaw  Trail  (53)  Mono 6-  3-44  ± 

555  Outlaws  of  Santa  Fe  (56)  Rep....  8-12-44  ap 


530  Pardon  My  Rhythm  (62)  Univ... 

531  Partners  of  the  Trail  (55)  Mono... 
509  Passage  to  Marseille  (109)  WB... 
505  Passport  to  Destiny  (64)  RKO... 
561  Pearl  of  Death,  The  (69)  Univ.... 

503  Phantom  Lady  (87)  Univ 

525  Pin-Up  Girl  (83)  20-Fox 

Pinto  Bandit,  The  (56)  PRC 

545  Port  of  Forty  Thieves  (58)  Rep... 
592  Practically  Yours  (90)  Para 
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tt  Very  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  =P  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 


In  the  summary  tt  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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512  Pride  of  the  Plains  (56)  Rep 

. 3-  4-44 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

H; 

H- 

5+ 

5- 

576  Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The 

(94)  RKO  

.10-21-44 

tt 

+ 

ft 

+ 

ft 

ft 

10+ 

512  Purple  Heart.  The  (99)  20-Fox. 

3-  4-44 

+ 

t+ 

ft 

tt 

ft 

tt 

ft  13+ 

B 

532  Raiders  of  Red  Gap  (59)  PRC 

5-13-44 

2+z 

_ 

H- 

3+ 

3- 

510  Raiders  of  the  Border  (52)  Mono. 

2-19-44 

+ 

+ 

H^ 

4+ 

3- 

565  Rainbow  Island  (97)  Para 

9-  9-44 

H; 

2+Z 

+ 

ft 

+ 

B+ 

4- 

563  Range  Law  (57)  Mono 

9-  2-44 

2+z 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

H- 

+ 

6+ 

6- 

504  Rationing  (93)  MGM 

2-  5-44 

2+ 

H1 

+ 

4- 

6+ 

4- 

566  Reckless  Age  (63)  Univ 

9-  9-44 

2+ 

+ 

2+ 

-h 

4- 

6+ 

4- 

548  Return  of  the  Ape  Man  (60)  Mono 

7-15-44 

— 

H1 

2+Z 
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H- 
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499  Riders  of  the  Deadline  (70)  UA... 
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Hr 
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H; 
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5- 

Riders  of  Santa  Fe  (63)  Univ 

±2 

1+ 

1- 

579  Riding  West  (58)  Col 

10-28-44 

+ 

H1 

z+z 

Hh 

H- 
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5- 

535  Roger  Touhy,  Gangster  (65)  20-Fox  5-27-44 

2+Z 

± 

+ 

h^ 

+ 
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3- 

Rogues’  Gallery  (60)  PRC 
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1- 
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HH 
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2+ 
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1— 
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2+ 

2+ 

2- 
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Saratoga  Trunk  (..)  WB 

tt 
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529  Scarlet  Claw,  The  (74)  Univ 
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+ 
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— 
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557  Seven  Doors  to  Death  (62)  PRC... 

8-19-44 

2+2 

2+ 

— 
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6+ 
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552  Seventh  Cross,  The  (112)  MGM... 

7-29-44 

2+2 

+ 

tt 
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— 

+ 

tt 

8+ 

2- 

575  Shadow  of  Suspicion  (68)  Mono... 

10-21-44 

2+ 

2+Z 

4- 

H; 

HH 

7+ 

6- 

575  Shadows  in  the  Night  (67)  Col... 

.10-21-44 

2+ 

2+ 

H; 
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6+ 

6- 

545  Shake  Hands  With  Murder 

(63)  PRC  

7-  1-44 

H- 

2+2 

HH 
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6+ 

6— 

596  She  Gets  Her  Man  (74)  Univ 

1-13-45 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

4+ 

3- 

551  She’s  a Soldier  Too  (67)  Col 

7-29-44 

H^ 

±: 

+ 

4- 

H- 

6+ 

4- 

587  Sha’s  a Sweetheart  (69)  Col 

12-  9-44 

2+z 

H- 

3+ 

3- 

Sheriff  of  Las  Vegas  (55)  Rep.... 

+ 

1+ 

Sheriff  of  Sundown  (56)  Rep 

+ 

2+ 

1- 

515  Shine  On  Harvest  Moon  (112)  WB.. 

3-18-44 

+ 

f- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

2- 

526  Show  Business  (92)  RKO 

4-22-44 

+ 

ft  tt 

tt 
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560  Sign  of  the  Cross  (118)  Para.... 

8-26-44 

+ 

tt 

H- 
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1- 

Silent  Partner  (55)  Rep 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

6+ 

4— 

Silver  City  Kid  (55)  Rep 

H- 

2+ 

2- 

552  Since  You  Went  Away  (174)  UA. 
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tt 

ft  tt 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft  13+ 

595  Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas  (66)  Col. 

1-13-45 

+ 

1+ 

558  Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (70)  Rep... 

8-19-44 

2+ 

HH 

-h 

z+ 

Hr 

H- 

7+ 

7- 

570  Singing  Sheriff,  The  (63)  Univ.... 

9-23-44 

— 

T 

2+ 

H- 

— 

+ 

5+ 

6- 

528  Slightly  Terrific  (58)  Univ 

4-29-44 

4; 

H- 

H- 

6+ 

6- 

516  Snow  White  and  the  Seven 

Dwarfs  (S3)  RKO 

3-18-44 

+ 

1+ 

582  Something  for  the  Boys  (87)  20-Fox 

11-11-44 

2+ 

tt 

+ 
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542  Song  of  Nevada  (75)  Rep 

6-17-44 

+ 
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529  Song  of  the  Open  Road  (93)  UA.. 

5-  6-44 
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Song  to  Remember,  A (112)  Col.. 

+ ft 

+ 
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564  Sonora  Stagecoach  (51)  Mono 
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559  Soul  of  a Monster,  The  (61)  Col.... 
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7- 

536  South  of  Dixie  (61)  Univ 
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500  Spider  Woman  (62)  Univ 
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Stars  on  Parade  (63)  Col 

±2 

2+ 

— 

4+ 

5- 

545  Step  Lively  (88)  RKO 

7-  1-44 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

ft 

+ 

7+ 

2- 

562  Storm  Over  Lisbon  (86)  Rep 

9-  2-44 

H- 

± 

H1 

H1 

+ 

6+ 

5- 

526  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell  (136)  Para.. 

4-22-44 

+ 

± tt 

ft 

tt 

tf 

ft  12+ 

1- 

573  Strange  Affair  (78)  Col 

10-14-44 

±2 

± + 

2+ 

4- 

H- 

7+ 

5- 

Strangers  in  the  Night  (56)  Rep.. 

+ 

+ 

H; 

3+ 

1- 

508  Sullivans,  The  (111)  20-Fox 

2-12-44 

ft 

ft  tt 

ft 

ft 

tf 

+ 13+ 

535  Summer  Storm  (106)  UA 

5-27-44 

+ 

+ 

f- 

2+Z 

4- 

4- 

tf 

84 

1- 

588  Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier 

(86)  20- Fox  

12-  9-44 

+ 

+ + 

+ 

4- 

ft 

ft 

9+ 

553  Sundown  Valley  (55)  Col 

8-  5-44 

2+ 

2+2 

H^ 

5+ 

5- 

594  Suspect,  The  (85)  Univ 

12-30-44 

+ 

ft  tt 

+ 

6+ 

502  Suspected  Person  (78)  PRC 

1-22-44 

HH 

+2 

4- 

2+2 

5+ 

4— 

554  Sweet  and  Lowdown  (75)  20-Fox... 

8-  5-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

2— 

514  Sweethearts  of  U.S.A.  (59)  Mono.. 

3-11-44  + 

+■ 

HH 

— 

H- 

4+ 

8- 

582  Swing  Hostess  (76)  PRC 

11-11-44 

2+Z 

H^ 

zt 

4+ 

4- 

501  Swingtime  Johnny  (60)  Univ 

1-22-44 

± 

H; 

± 

t 

±2 

± 7+ 

6- 

E 


T 

593  Tahiti  Nights  (63)  Col 

.12-30-44 

2+2 

H- 

2+  3— 

539  Take  It  Big  (76)  Para 

. 6-10-44 

-+- 

H- 

H- 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

2+2 

7+  5- 

548  Take  It  or  Leave  It  (70)  20-Fox. 

. 7-15-44 

2t. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

2+2 

6+  3- 

572  Tall  in  the  Saddle  (87)  RKO 

. 9-30-44 

+ 

+ 

tf 

+ 

+ 

tf 

+ 

9+ 

519  Tampico  (75)  20-Fox 

. 4-  1-44 

+ 

2+z. 

2+ 

H- 

+ 

2+2 

H1 

7+  5- 

505  Texas  Kid,  The  (57)  Mono 

2-  5-44 

2+2 

2+2 

H- 

-H 

4+  4— 

506  Texas  Masquerade  (58^2)  UA.... 

. 2-  5-44 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

H- 

Hh 

6+  4 

569  That’s  My  Baby  (68)  Rep 

. 9-23-44 

= 

2+z 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

2+ 

5+  6— 

They  Live  in  Fear  (65)  Col 

H- 

2+ 

— 

2+z 

3+  4- 

589  They  Shall  Have  Faith  (83)  Mono. 

.12-16-44 

2+2 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

4+  2- 

587  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (101)  MGM 

.12-  9-44 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

ft. 

tf 

8+  2- 

584  Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(138)  MGM  

.11-18-44 

+ 

tf 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

13+ 

530  This  Is  the  Life  (87)  Univ 

5-  6-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

ft 

7+  3- 

595  This  Man’s  Navy  (101)  MGM 

. 1-13-45 

+ 

2+2 

2+ 

+ 

4+  2- 

Thoroughbreds  (55)  Rep 

2+z 

2+ 

-+- 

3+  3- 

590  Three  Caballeros,  The  (71)  RKO.. 

.12-16-44 

+ 

ft 

ft 

+ 

ft 

8+ 

585  Three  Is  a Family  (81)  UA 

.12-  2-44 

ft 

+ 

+ 

tf 

ft 

ft 

+ 

11+ 

554  Three  Little  Sisters  (69)  Rep 

8-  5-44 

2+2 

2+z 

2+ 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

2+z 

7+  5- 

529 Three  Men  in  White  (85)  MGM... 

5-  6-44 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

5+  2- 

563  Three  of  a Kind  (67)  Mono 

9-  2-44 

2+2 

H1 

2+ 

-H 

4+  4— 

572  Thundering  Gun  Slingers  (60)  PRC 

9-30-44 

H1 

— 

2+Z 

•+■ 

H1 

4+  5- 

565 Till  We  Meet  Again  (88)  Para... 

9-  9-44 

-P 

2+z 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

ft 

8+  3- 

500  Timber  Queen  (66)  Para 

1-15-44 

HH 

-+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

2+z 

■±2 

7+  6- 

581  Together  Again  (100)  Col 

.11-11-44 

ft 

+ 

ft 

tf 

ft 

ft 

ft 

13+ 

574  To  Hava  and  Have  Not  (100)  WB . 

.10-14-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ft 

8+ 

591  Tomorrow  the  World  (87)  UA  ... 

12-30-44 

+ 

ft 

ft 

+ 

+ 

tf 

tf 

12+ 

Tonight  and  Every  Night  (..)  Col. 

ft 

2+ 

Topeka  Terror,  The  (55)  Rep 

2+z 

1+  1- 

581  Town  Went  Wild.  The  (79)  PRC.. 

11-11-44 

2t 

tf 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

520  Trail  of  Terror  (63)  PRC 

4-  1-44 

2+2 

2+ 

+ 

2+z 

4+  3- 

Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,  A (128)  20-Fox... 

ft 

ft 

tf 

6+ 

Trigger  Law  (54)  Mono 

-+ 

1+  1- 

522  Troeadtro  (74)  Rep 

4-  8-44 

2+z 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

H- 

H- 

7+  7- 

538  Tucson  Raiders  (55)  Rep 

6-  3-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+z 

4+  1- 

515  Tunisian  Victory  (76)  MGM 

3-18-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

3+ 

539 Twilight  on  tbe  Prairie  (62)  Univ. 

6-10-44 

H- 

2+ 

H; 

— 

H; 

4+  5- 

528  Two  Girls  and  a Sailor 

(124)  MGM  

4-29-44 

+ 

tf 

± 

tt 

tt 

tt 

ft 

12+  1- 

D 


549  U-Boat  Prisoner  (65)  Col. 

7-22-44 

-H 

2+ 

H- 

± 

+ 

2+ 

-±_ 

7+  6- 

503  Uncansored  (83  ) 20-Fox  . . 

zt 

2+Z 

+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

6+  4- 

523  Uncertain  Glory  (102)  WB 

4-15-44 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

597  Under  Western  Skies  (57) 

Univ...  1-20-45 

— 

-h 

H1 

2+ 

H- 

4+  5- 

556  Underground  Guerrillas  (82) 

Col....  8-12-44 

-H 

2+2 

+ 

2+Z 

-h 

2+ 

6+  5- 

582  Unwritten  Code,  The  (61) 

Col 11-11-44 

2+z 

HH 

H- 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

H- 

7+  7- 

508  Up  in  Arms  (106)  RKO. . . 

2-12-44 

+ 

tf 

tt 

tf 

ft 

ft 

ft 

13+ 

517  Up  in  MabeJ’s  Room  (76) 

UA....  3-25-44 

+ 

+ 

2+Z 

ff 

tt 

+ 

+ 

9+  1- 

Utah  Kid,  The  (57)  Mono. 

2+ 

1+  1- 

V 

563  Valley  of  Vengeance  (56)  PRC 9-  2-44 

2+Z 

2+2 

H- 

+ 

H- 

H- 

6+  5- 

573  Very  Thought  of  You,  The 

(99)  WB  

10-14-44 

+ 

+ 

HH 

2+ 

tf 

2+2 

+ 

8+  3- 

Vigilantes  of  Dodge  City  (55)  Rep 

2+ 

2+z 

2+  2- 

513  Voice  in  the  Wind  (84)  UA. 

3-11-44 

2+2 

2+Z 

2+ 

H- 

+ 

tf 

+ 

8+  4- 

509  Voodoo  Man  (62)  Mono... 

2-19-44 

+ 

2+ 

-+• 

+ 

+ 

H- 

— 

6+  4- 

W 

534  Waterfront  (66)  PRC 

5-20-44 

2+Z 

±2 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

2+2 

6+  5- 

553  WAVE,  a Wac,  a Marine,  A 

(70) 

M ono 

H- 

H- 

+ 

2+2 





5_|_  5_ 

504 Weekend  Pass  (63)  Univ.. 

2-  5-44 

2+Z 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

Hh 

2+2 

7+  6- 

521  Weird  Woman  (64)  Univ... 

2+2 

2+ 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

6+  4- 

580  West  of  Rio  Grande  (57) 

Mono.  .10-28-44 

2+ 

2+z 

2+z 

HH 

4+  4- 

518  Westward  Bound  (54)  Mono 

3-25-44 

2+ 

= 

2+ 

2+ 

4+  6- 

557  When  Strangers  Marry  (67) 

Mono...  8-19-44 

+ 

ft 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

570  When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again 

(74)  PRC  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

550  Whistler,  The  (59)  Col... 

7-22-44 

2+ 

2+2 

HH 

2+ 

Hh 

+ 

6+  5— 

516  White  Cliffs  of  Dover  (126) 

MGM..  3-18-44 

tf 

tt 

tt 

tf 

ff 

tf 

tf 

14+ 

556  Wilson  (158)  20-Fox 

8-12-44 

ff 

tt 

ft 

ft 

ff 

ft 

ft 

14+ 

550  Wing  and  a Prayer  (97)  20-Fox 7-22-44 

2+ 

+ 

ft 

+ 

ff 

tf 

ff 

11+  1- 

586  Winged  Victory  (130)  20-Fox 12-  2-44 

ff 

+ 

tf 

tt 

ff 

ff 

ff 

13+ 

574  Woman  in  the  Window,  The 

(99)  RKO  

ft 

ft 

+ 

tt 

tf 

stf 

Wyoming  Hurricane  (58)  Col 

— 

1+  2- 

T 

524  Yellow  Canary  (83)  RK0-. 

4-15-44 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  4- 

534  Yellow  Rose  of  Texas  (69) 

Rep....  5-20-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

512  You  Can’t  Ration  Love  (79) 

Para. . 3-  4-44 

+ 

2+ 

■+2 

+ 

H- 

— 

+ 

6+  4 — 

595  Youth  on  Trial  (59)  Col... 

1-13-45 

2+z 

1+  1- 

546  Youth  Runs  Wild  (67)  RKO 

7-  1-44 

— 

2+z 

— 

+ 

+ 

HH 

4+  4- 
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Opinions  on  Current  Produetions,  and 
Exploitips  for  Selling  to  the  Publit 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


u 


War 

Drama 


Objective , Burma!  F 

Warner  Bros.  ( ) 138  Minutes  Rel. 


In  assaying  the  commercial  potency  of  this  important 
picture,  one  must  take  into  consideration  the  still  unde- 
cided question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  public  is  sated 
with  war  subjects.  There  is  no  gainsaying  that  it  is  pos- 
sibly the  most  exciting,  stirring,  suspense-laden  footage  of 
its  kind  ever  created;  that  it  is  very  convincingly  delineated 
by  an  expert  all-male  cast;  that  it  is  unstintingly  produced 
and  brilliantly  directed.  On  the  other  hand  it  uncompro- 
misingly shows  jungle  warfare  as  the  grim  business  it  un- 
doubtedly is.  Weighing  these  qualifications,  the  showman 
who  knows  his  own  situation  and  whether  his  oustomers 
prefer  rugged  reality  or  pure  escapist  entertainment  will 
be  able  to  judge  how  much  appeal  the  praiseworthy  of- 
fering will  have  in  his  theatre.  Raoul  Walsh  directed. 

Errol  Flynn,  James  Brown,  Warner  Anderson,  William  Prince, 
George  Tobias,  Henry  Hull,  John  Alvin. 


Tonight  and  Every  Night  F 

Columbia  (G002)  92  Minutes  Rel.  Feb.  22,  *45 

Columbia  has  made  a spectacular  and  entertaining  pic- 
ture out  of  the  career  of  a London  theatre  which  stayed  open 
all  during  the  blitz.  Rita  Hayworth  in  Technicolor  is  as 
exciting  as  her  song  number,  "You  Excite  Me,"  and  Janet 
Blair  shares  many  of  the  honors  with  her.  Lee  Bowman  in 
an  RAF  uniform  will  palpitate  pulses  of  feminine  customers 
and  the  dance  numbers  of  Marc  Platt  are  not  only  artistically 
rendered  but  have  their  comic  moments,  as  when  he  does 
one  to  Hitler's  strident  radio  harangue.  The  main  story  con- 
cerns a young  RAF  squadron-  leader  (Bowman)  who  is 
charmed  by  the  young  Music  Box  Theatre  star,  Rosalind 
Bruce  (Hayworth).  With  his  first  intentions  not  strictly  honor- 
able, he  gets  rebuffs  that  put  him  in  his  place  until  Rosa- 
lind discovers  she  really  loves  him  and  he  proposes  marriage. 
Produced  and  directed  by  Victor  Saville. 

Rita  Hayworth,  Lee  Bowman,  Janet  Blair,  Marc  Platt,  Leslie 
Brooks,  Professor  Lamberti,  Dusty  Anderson. 


Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  F 

Universal  (9002)  88  Minutes  Rel.  Feb.  2,  '45 


Comedy 
With  Music 


No  better  background  could  have  been  conceived  for  the 
inimitable  shenanigans  of  Abbott  and  Costello.  Precipitated 
onto  the  campus  of  a girls'  college,  the  zestful,  zany  duo  are 
afforded  opportunity  to  trot  out  a plethora  of  gags.  Some 
are  reissues,  many  are  riotously  new.  Treated  to  the  A&C 
technique  they  are  all  sure-fire  for  laughs.  Just  in  case 
their  screwball  antics  needed  bolstering,  which  they  did  not, 
Producer  Jack  Grant  tossed  plenty  of  production  values  into 
the  hopper,  not  the  least  of  which,  for  both  entertainment 
and  marquee  magnetism,  is  Phil  Spitalny's  all-girl  orchestra, 
supplying  musical  interludes.  It  adds  up  to  win  appraisal  as 
one  of  the  best  Abbott  and  Costello  films  and  exhibitors  who 
are  familiar  with  their  popularity  will  be  able  to  figure  what 
to  expect  in  the  way  of  top  takes.  Jean  Yarbrough  directed. 

Bud  Abbott,  Lou  Costello,  Martha  O'Driscoll,  Lon  Chaney  jr., 
Charles  Dingle,  Peggy  Ryan,  Donald  Cook. 


Roughly  Speaking 


Comedy 

Drama 


Warner  Bros.  ( ) 


125  Minutes 


Rel. 


Lucid  and  lengthy  is  this  film  portrait  of  a noble  woman, 
the  unfolding  of  whose  adversity-laden  experiences  projects 
an  unusually  accurate  history  of  the  life  and  time  of  that 
generation  of  Americans  which  reached  middle  age  with 
the  advent  of  the  current  World  War.  Wholesome,  engross- 
ing and  nostalgic,  the  screenplay  is  crowded  with  shifting 
periods  of  comedy,  pathos  and  tragedy.  The  manifest  ac- 
cent that  is  placed  on  authenticity  of  details  and  atmos- 
phere reflects  the  meticulous  care  with  which  the  picture 
was  produced.  A sterling  cast,  spark-plugged  by  Rosa- 
lind Russell's  standout  performance,  never  permits  the  situ- 
ations to  become  maudlin,  which  easily  could  have  hap- 
pened with  less  expert  mummers.  Throughout,  the  offering 
is  good  taste,  good  theatre  and  should  spell  good  grosses 
Directed  with  expected  expertness  by  Michael  Curtiz. 

Rosalind  Russell,  Ann  Doran,  Hobart  Cavanaugh,  Eily 
Malyon,  Alan  Hale,  Donald  Woods,  Craig  Stevens. 
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A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  F 


Drama 


20th-Fox  (517) 


128  Minutes 


Rel. 


A picture  of  great  beauty  and  sensitivity  has  been  brought 
to  the  screen,  and  the  prediction  can  be  safely  made  that 
the  nation's  theatre  audiences  will  take  it  closely  to  their 
hearts.  The  film  is  certain  to  become  one  of  the  notable 
achievements  of  the  year.  Exhibitors  can  be  proud  to  show 
this  picture,  and  will  be  rewarded  with  a popular  acclaim 
which  will  mount  with  each  succeeding  engagement.  With- 
out a glamor  name  cast,  and  without  lavish  production 
values,  the  film  is  nevertheless  a magnificent  accomplish- 
ment in  the  art  of  the  motion  picture.  The  simple  story  of 
a struggling  family  in  dire  circumstances  is  told  with  lyrical 
tenderness  and  heart-choking  emotion,  and  never  descends 
to  the  level  of  the  maudlin  tear-jerker  it  might  have  easily 
become.  Performances  are  superb,  with  that  of  young  Peggy 
Ann  Garner  a rare  gem.  Elia  Kazan  directed. 

Dorothy  McGuire,  James  Dunn,  Joan  Blondell,  Peggy  Ann 
Garner,  Ted  Donaldson,  Lloyd  Nolan,  James  Gleason. 


Biographical 

Drama 


A Song  to  Remember  F 

Columbia  ( ) 112  Minutes  Rel.  

Occasionally  does  Hollywood  endow  the  screens  of  the 
world  with  that  rare  film  which  soars  to  the  uppermost 
heights  of  motion  picture  artistry  without  sacrificing  one 
whit  those  proven  elements  that  go  for  financial  success; 
which  appeals  alike  and  equally  to  the  esthetic  and  the 
emotions.  This  is  such  a picture  and  its  just  due  in  critical 
acclaim  and  commercial  recognition  should  know  no  ceil- 
ing. With  the  immortal  music  of  Chopin— upon  whose  life 
the  screenplay  is  based — to  stir  the  soul;  its  magnificent 
production  trappings,  filmed  in  Technicolor  to  please  the 
eye;  and  a tempestuous,  romantic  story  to  stimulate  the 
emotions,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  a theatregoer  who  fails 
to  find  a plethora  of  entertainment  in  its  entire,  engrossing 
length.  In  every  department  the  picture  is  a solid  triumph 
for  those  concerned  with  its  making.  Charles  Vidor  directed. 

Paul  Muni,  Merle  Oberon,  Cornel  Wilde,  Stephen  Bekassy, 
Nina  Foch,  George  Coulouris,  Sig  Arno. 


Thunderhead — SonolFlicka  F 


Drama 


20th-Fox  (518) 


78  Minutes 


Rel.  Mar.,  '45 


The  love  of  a boy  for  a horse — and  what  a horse! — is  the 
appealing  theme  of  this  Technicolor  feature.  Set  in  locales 
of  impressive  grandeur,  Thunderhead  calls  for  a salaam 
toward  Hollywood's  long-unsung  forgotten  man— the  location 
scout.  Certain  to  equal  if  not  surpass  in  popularity  "My 
Friend  Flicka,"  this  picture  should  please  all.  Preston  Foster 
and  Rita  Johnson,  as  always,  are  excellent;  James  Bell, 
Diana  Hale,  Ralph  Sanford  and  Carleton  Young  please  in 
supporting  roles;  only  Roddy  McDowal'l,  who  has  outgrown 
his  boyishness  but  not  his  English  accent,  seems  unsuited 
to  his  role.  Although  action  is  occasionally  repetitious  and 
the  dialog  unnecessarily  expository,  it  has  movement,  beauty 
and  Louis  King's  direction. 

Roddy  McDowall,  Preston  Foster,  Rita  Johnson,  James  Bell, 
Diana  Hale,  Ralph  Sanford,  Carleton  Young. 


The  Man  Who  Walked  Alone  F 


Comedy 


PRC  Pictures  ( ) 


72  Minutes 


Rel.  Mar.  15,  '45 


Personally  produced  by  PRC's  president,  Leon  Fromkess, 
and  reflecting  that  company's  growing  tendency  toward 
treating  its  pictures  to  costlier  mountings,  this  surely  will 
impress  audiences  in  the  market  the  outfit  normally  serves 
and,  at  the  same  time,  should  get  attention  as  an  acceptable 
supporting  programmer  in  lusher  fields.  David  O'Brien, 
in  the  male  lead,  handles  himself  exceptionally  well  and 
proves  that  he  can  be  perfectly  at  home  before  the  cameras 
without  his  customary  chaps  and  six-guns.  In  fact,  the 
entire  cast,  ably  directed  by  Christy  Cabanne,  does  every- 
thing possible  with  available  material,  the  scripting  of  which 
is  the  film's  weakest  point.  The  story  treats  with  the  light 
and  romantic  side  of  the  problems  confronting  the  hero  re- 
turned from  the  wars.  Its  situations  are  more  comical  than 
its  dialog,  tending  to  put  brakes  on  the  overall  tempo. 

Dave  O'Brien,  Kay  Aldredge,  Walter  Catlett,  Guinn  Williams, 
Isabel  Randolph,  Smith  Ballew,  Nancy  June  Robinson. 
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EXPLOITIPS  \ 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture ; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn" 

This  picture  is  based  on  the  best-selling  novel  by  Betty 

Smith,  which  enjoyed  a nationwide  popularity.  As  a result, 
exhibitors  will  find  that  they  have  a vast,  pre-sold  audi- 
ence. Tieins  with  bookstores  and  local  publishers  are  ob- 
ligatory, and  blowups  of  reviews  of  the  book  should  be  made 
for  lobby  displays.  The  film  is  essentially  a woman's  pic- 
ture, and  the  exhibitor's  campaign  should  be  principally 
directed  to  women's  clubs  and  organizations  in  the  locality, 
with  suitable  tieins  effected. 

CATCHLINES: 

A Memorable  Experience  Awaits  You  in  “A  Tree  Grows 
in  Brooklyn”  ...  As  Poignant  and  Moving  a Film  as  Has 

Ever  Been  Brought  to  the  Screen  . . . You  Will  Share  the 

Hopes,  Fears  and  Aspirations  of  This  Simple  Family  as 

Though  They  Were  Your  Ownl 

Papa  Had  the  Soul  of  a Poet  and  the  Understanding  of  a 
Philosopher  . . . Sissie  Loved  Life  With  a Grand  and  Robust 

Passion  . . . "If  I Feel  Good  About  What  I Do,  It's  Right,” 
she  said,  "And  If  I Feel  Bad,  It's  Wrong!” 

SELLING  ANGLES:  "Objective,  Burmal" 

Tie  up  with  local  merchants  for  window  displays — various 
scenes  of  paratroopers  backgrounded  by  battle  equip- 
ment, with  caption:  "We're  on  the  Job  Till  It’s  Fin- 
ished— Are  You?"  Designate  a special  night  for  war  work- 
ers. Plug  it  in  newspapers  and  with  throwaways:  "See 
'Objective,  Burma!'  and  Go  Back  on  the  Job  With  a Ven- 
geance!” For  lobby,  spot  huge  map  of  India  with  Burma 
circled  in  red.  Tie  in  your  exploitation  with  recruitment 
drive  for  Wacs,  WAVES  and  nurses. 

CATCHLINES: 

Half  a Hundred  Paratroopers  . . . With  a One  Way  Ticket 
. . . Objective,  Burmal  . . . Destination — Death!  Vanguard 
of  the  Ground  Forces  . . . They  Sweated  Through  Torturous 
Terrain  . . . Faced  With  Horrors  of  Jap-Jungle  Trails  . . . 

On  a Mission  They  Swore  to  Complete. 

Parachuted  Down  to  the  Hell  of  Enemy-Encircled  Earth  . . . 

They  Ferreted  Out  a Secret  That  Saved  an  Army  . . . Fifty- 
five  Fighters  Completed  a Mission  . . . But  Only  Eleven  Came 

Back! 

SELLING  ANGLES:  "A  Song  to  Remember" 

This  is  the  story  of  Chopin,  and  a natural  for  exploitation 
aimed  at  music  lovers.  For  your  lobby,  display  pictures  of 
famous  composers — Tschaikowsky,  Beethoven,  Liszt,  etc., 
spotting  large  portrait  of  Wilde  as  Chopin  with  caption: 

"He  Lives  for  Music — His  Music  Lives  for  You.”  Tie  up  for 
display  cards  in  all  music  stores  and  music  schools  and 
have  the  latter  stage  a contest  to  select  their  finest  pianist 
to  perform  on  your  stage  opening  night.  Tie  up  with  radio 
station  for  contest — WHAT  IS  YOUR  "SONG  TO 
REMEMBER”? 

CATCHLINES: 

Under  the  Touch  of  His  Fingertips  . . . Magic  Melodies 

Came  to  Life  . . . Under  the  Spell  of  a Willful  Woman  . . . 

He  Poured  Forth  Music  That  Held  a World  Breathless. 

She  Was  a Firebrand  Who  Demanded  All  . . . Seething 

With  Ruthless  Ambition  . . . She  Drove  Him  On  ...  To  the 

Heights  of  Stormy  Success  ...  To  the  Depths  of  Despair 
. . . The  Genius  of  Chopin  in  "A  Song  to  Remember." 

SELLING  ANGLES:  "Tonight  and  Every  Night" 

This  picture  can  be  sold  to  the  public  from  the  standpoint 
of  beauty,  entertainment,  and  dramatic  action.  The  star 
value  of  Rita  Hayworth  has  been  sufficiently  established  by 
her  "You  Were  Never  Lovelier"  and  "Cover  Girl"  to  make 
the  public  want  to  see  her  latest  picture.  While  this  is  a 
story  laid  during  the  war  it  is  not  primarily  of  the  war.  It 
is  more  of  the  courage  displayed  even  by  entertainers  de- 
termined to  keep  the  show  going  than  of  the  horrors  of  war 
itself.  Plenty  of  music  and  dancing  keep  the  tragic  ele- 
ments in  the  background. 

CATCHLINES: 

The  Show  Went  on  in  Spite  of  the  Blitz  . . . He  Was  Off 
the  Beam  at  First  but  She  Put  Him  Right  . . . Proposal  by 

Proxy  and  His  Service  Bible  . . . From  Air  Raid  Shelters 

Back  to  Song  and  Dance  Routines. 

He  Had  Only  a Short  Tirnh  Out  to  Love  . . . Romance  on 
the  Run  and  Between  His  Missions  and  Her  Shows  . . . The 

Story  of  a Theatre  That  Defied  the  Heinies. 

SELLING  ANGLES:  "Thunderhead — Son  of  Flicka" 

Sell  as  follow-up  to  ”Mv  Friend  Flicka."  Dominate  lobby 
display  with  life-size  cut-out  of  Thunderhead.  Tie  up  local 
travel  agencies,  bus  and  railway  offices  for  windows  stress- 
ing scenic  beauties  of  Oregon,  California  and  Utah,  picture's 
shooting  locale.  Have  youth  in  ranch  garb,  leading  by 
halter  or  riding  bareback,  a horse  whose  blanket  is  cap- 
tioned: "I'm  Giving  the  Gas  Shortage  a Horse  Laugh.  There's 

No  Entertainment  Shortage  at  the  Theatre." 

CATCHLINES: 

A Half-Tamed  Cayuse  Races  Against  Blue-Blooded 
Thoroughbreds — and  Loses.  Later  He  Enters  a Bloodier 

Combat  ...  A Battle-to-the-Death  Against  a Four-Footed 
Robber-Baron  of  the  Range — and  Wins  an  Empirel 

Through  His  Veins  Coursed  the  Wild  Blood  of  a Hunted 

Outlaw  . . . The  Two  Met  . . . And  Fought  . . . And  the 
Experienced  Oldster  Won  . . . Later,  They  Met  Again  . . . 

In  a Savage  Death  Struggle  . . . The  Battle  of  the  Stallions! 

SELLING  ANGLES:  "Here  Come  the  Co-Eds" 

Promote  a student  body  rally  parade  to  your  theatre- — set 
aside  special  section  for  them  and  conduct  a cheerleader's 
contest  on  your  stage.  Decorate  boxoffice  with  local  school 
colors  and  from  marquee  hang  pennants  spelling  out  picture 
title.  Insert  ads  in  college  and  high  school  publications  and 
display  publicity  at  after-school  meeting  places.  Print 
herald  to  resemble  diploma — tag  it  "Dippy-Loma"  and  use 
it  as  guest  ticket  award  when  presented  at  boxoffice  day 
film  opens. 

CATCHLINES: 

There's  Muttering  'Round  the  Old  Alma  Mater  . . . Those 

Boys  Are  Here  Again  . . . Putting  the  Roars  in  the  Three 

R's  . . . Readin' — Riotin' — Rhythmaticl 

Abbott  and  Costello  at  the  Seat  of  Learning  . . . Cutting 

Capers  on  the  Campus  . . . With  a Corps  of  Curvacious 

Co-Eds  . . . Two  Giggle-Getters  on  a Scholastic  Spree  . . . 
Laugh-Bound  . . . Fun-Bound  ...  In  a Class  by  Themselvesl 

SELLING  ANGLES:  ’The  Man  Who  Walked  Alone" 

Story  concerns  a returning  war  veteran.  Tie  up  with  local 
daily  to  have  merchants  state,  in  ad-form,  what  plans  they 
have  for  returning  service  men.  Conduct  a letter-writing 
contest  for  army  wives;  label  it,  "When  HE  Comes  Home.” 

Find  out  which  men  in  your  town  were  recently  discharged 
and  invite  them  to  your  theatre  as  guests.  Have  employe 
tour  busy  sections,  wearing  a sandwich  sign:  "The  Man 

Who  Walks  Alone — Didn't  Buy  a War  Bondi" 

CATCHLINES: 

The  Town  Had  a Hero  . . . And  Didn't  Know  It  . . . Be- 
Ribboned  . . . Battle-Bred  . . . But  Unsung  . . . He  Walked 

Alone  . . . Hiding  His  Heroism  in  Civilian  Clothes  . . . Until 
a High  Handed  Heiress  Barged  Into  His  Life  . . . And  He 

Found  the  Tender  Passion  Could  Be  Tougher  Than  the  Enemy. 

Battlefields  Hadn't  Hardened  Him  Enough  . . . For  This 

Bout  With  Cupid  ...  It  Took  a Slip  of  a Girl  to  Show  Him 
, . . That  a Foxhole  Could  Be  a Haven  of  Peace! 

SELLING  ANGLES:  "Roughly  Speaking" 

Film  has  special  appeal  to  women — stage  a mother  and 
daughter  night  and  present  a corsage  to  the  youngest  look- 
ing mother  of  grown  family.  Story  opens  in  1902.  Tie  up  with 
ladies'  apparel  shop  for  display  of  dresses  worn  in  that 
period.  Tag  it — "Rosalind  Will  Bring  You  Up  to  Date  in 
'Roughly  Speaking.'  " Tie  your  advertising  into  the  "Zip 

Your  Lip"  idea;  for  instance,  "Careless  Speaking  May  Sink 

a Ship,  But  ‘Roughly  Speaking'  at  the  Theatre 

Will  Sink  Your  Blues." 

CATCHLINES: 

She  Planned  Her  Life  in  a Neat  Little  Pattern  . . . Only 
to  Learn  That  Living  Can't  Be  Blue-Printed  . . . Love  Won't 

Be  Pigeon-Holed  . . . And  Fate  Always  Has  the  Last  Laugh. 

Competent,  Calm  . . . She  Took  Life  in  Her  Stride  . . . 
Running  the  Gamut  of  All  It  Had  to  Offer  . . . And  Came 

Up  Smiling  at  Her  Smashed  Dreams  . . . Wisely  Knowing 

That  in  Losing  . . . She  Had  Lived  to  the  Full! 

The  industry's  Market  Place  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


CLEflRinG  HOUSE 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  SI. 00,  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


HELP  WANTED 


PRE-WAR  built  new  4Cx60  glass  size  stainless  steel 
.poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
iighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 
5 SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
" Wi- 

NEW  35MM  PORTABLE  sound  projectors,  amplifiers. 
Immediate  delivery.  Factory  rebuilt  units,  $390. 
STINSON  PROJECTOR  SALES,  521  S.  Lombard  Ave., 
Oak  Park,  111. 


16MM  SOUND  PROJECTOR  — New.  Available, 
MPM,  72  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City. 

JOHNSON  COINMETERS,  $110;  REAR  SHUTTERS 
lor  Simplex,  $77.50;  Rewinders,  $9.95  set;  Pressure 
oilers,  $1.19;  Baby  Spots,  $5.95;  Automaticket  ma- 
chines, OPA  ceiling  prices;  Flashlights,  $1.29;  Re- 
chargeable batteries,  $2.20;  Flameproofed  screen 
masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone  washable  soundscreens, 
30>/2C  ft.;  Beaded,  39'/2C;  Steel  Core  curtain  cable, 
5/16",  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New 
York  18. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  becring,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $200 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300— PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up — 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each- 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DEVRY  XNORA  PROJECTOR  motor — practically 
new.  Also  a few  new  spare  parts.  COLEMAN 
THEATRE,  Coleman,  Wis. 


1,000  WATT  ELECTRIC  HEATERS,  $7.95;  Roth 
Actodector  Suprex  generators,  rebuilt,  $397.50; 
Forest  Twin  65  Copper  Oxide  rectifier,  as  is,  $150; 
Brass  21/2  gallon  fire  extinguishers,  rebuilt,  $19.50; 
Heavy  duty  vacuum  cleaner,  $150;  Brandt  coin 
changers,  cashier  delivery,  $75;  Side  delivery,  $95; 
Low  intensity  arc  lamps,  $75;  Simplex  rebuilt  com- 
plete sound  projection  outfits  available,  ready  for 
showing,  $1,500.  Send  for  winter  bulletin.  S.O.S. 

I CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


PAIR  POWERS  6B  PROJECTORS,  just  reconditioned; 
Syncrofilm  D heads;  G.E.  motors,  amplifier,  booth 
monitor,  Jensen  and  Racon  speakers;  Gardiner  Auto- 
matic lamps;  rectifiers.  Spare  tubes  and  parts. 
Price  $1,250  cash.  B-2118,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


TWO  MONEY  MAKING  SUBURBAN  THEATRES  for 
sale.  Buildings  and  equipment,  $100,000.  Seating 
600  and  800  seats.  Sell  one  or  both.  Located  mid- 
western  city,  500,000  population.  Big  popcorn,  candy 
business.  Can  finance  half.  B-2114,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


700  SEATS— DOWNTOWN  THEATRE.  Second  and 
third  run.  North  midwest  city,  30,000.  Sell  equip- 
ment— $15,000  cash.  Lease  building  heated.  B-2122, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 


FOR  SALE— LEASE  OR  PERCENTAGE.  Am  now 
ready  to  make  deal  on  my  "Brain  Child,"  the  only 
theatre  in  Big  Lake,  county  seat  of  Reagan  County, 
Tex.  Forty  wells  on  40  sections  four  miles  east  make 
it  the  largest  undefined  deep  oil  pool  in  the  world. 
Two  other  big  fields — the  Todd  and  Powell  south 
and  southwest.  I own  building  and  equipment. 
Impossible  for  me  to  leave  my  theatre  here.  Would 
consider  man-and-wife  combination  to  manage. 
Must  have  A-l  references.  Building  not  for  sale. 
Busted  folks  and  curiosity  seekers  lay  off.  Close 
theatre  February  7 for  many  improvements.  H.  FORD 
TAYLOR,  Ritz  Theatre,  Phone  170,  Ballinger,  Tex. 


SMALL  TOWN  THEATRE  west  Texas.  Drawer  B, 
BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas  1,  Texas. 


FOR  SALE — THE  EMORY:  Atlanta's  finest  suburban 
theatre.  500  seats,  a rare  opportunity — should  be 
seen  to  be  appreciated.  Terms  if  desired.  LIONEL 
KEENE,  1216  S.  Oxford  Road,  S.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANTED  TO  BUY  OR  LEASE  theatre  in  southern 
California,  population  2,000  or  over.  All  replies  con- 
fidential. Give  full  particulars.  B-2109,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

INTERESTED  IN  PURCHASE  or  lease  of  theatre  in 
small  New  England  town.  Prefer  town  with  no  other 
theatre,  but  will  consider  anything.  All  details  first 
letter.  B-2111,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.. 
Kansas  City  1,  Mo 


BUY  OR  LEASE  in  town  of  1,500  or  over,  good 
theatre.  Prefer  midwest.  B-2120,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WILL  LEASE  OR  BUY  THEATRE  ANYWHERE— 
suburban,  downtown  or  town  over  3,000.  B-2121, 

BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  for  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  lor  the 
right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 


WANTED — MANAGER  or  capable  assistant  who 
wants  to  elevate  himself  in  theatre  operation  in 
Tidewater,  Virginia.  Guaranteed  good  salary  with 
future.  State  qualifications.  Write  B-2117,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  MANAGER:  Opportunity  for  right  man. 
State  age,  experience,  references  and  salary  re- 
quired. Send  photo  or  snapshot.  THE  DUNELAKE 
CORP.,  Michigan  City,  Ind. 

OPERATOR — Experienced — at  once.  R.  L.  HARRIS, 
Hugoton,  Kas. 


PROJECTIONIST  NEEDED — Permanent  position  for 
right  man.  P.O.  BOX  905,  Guadalupe,  Calif. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST.  Have  worked  for  South  Bend 
and  Dayton  Union  locals.  Single,  deferred.  WIL- 
LIAM KEMP,  Dover,  Ohio. 


INDEPENDENT  PROJECTIONIST— Fifty  years  old, 
22  years  in  one  locality.  No  liquor  or  tobacco.  Want 
lifetime  connection,  preferably  Texas.  LOCK  BOX 
565,  Omaha,  Neb. 


OPERATOR — 18  years  experience,  draft  exempt, 
sober.  State  salary,  hours,  equipment.  OPERATOR, 
1109>/2  Noble  St.,  Anniston,  Ala. 


THEATRE  MANAGER — Experienced  in  every  detail, 
buying,  booking  and  general  management.  Furnish 
best  of  references.  B-2123,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 

BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS— ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  If  you  want  the  very  besl 
seasoning  for  wet  poppers,  we  have  all  you  can 
use.  Immediate  shipment.  KARMELKORN  EQUIP- 
MENT, 120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6,  111. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors,  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON 
FECTIONS,  1116  South  Michiaan.  Chicaao  5,  111. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  35MM  CAMERA  equipped  with 
single  system  sound  complete.  Details  to  GRIFFITH 
( THEATRES,  Delman  Theatre  Bldg.,  Tulsa,  Okla. 


16MM  and  35MM  SOUND  PORTABLES.  ALSO  WHAT 
HAVE  YOU?  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID.  B-2113,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED:  500  new  or  used  veneer  theatre  seats. 
BOX  506,  Texarkana,  Ark. 


POWERS  OR  SIMPLEX  mechanisms.  Any  condition. 
B-2119,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 

STUDIO  RECORDING  EQUIPMENT,  ABSOLUTELY 
COMPLETE,  Noiseless  recorder,  spare  galvanometer, 
2 magazines,  console  amplifier,  4 mixers,  equalizers, 
2 RCA  microphones,  power  supply,  rack,  cables, 
etc.  Worth  $10,000.  See  it  here,  $6,445;  Variray 
galvanometer,  noiseless  recording  shutter  for  16mm 
or  35mm  optical  system  transformer  and  blueprints 
for  mounting,  $995;  complete  sound  recording  truck, 
worth  $15,000,  bargain  at  $7,975.  Send  for  listings. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 


BIG  CATALOG — 35mm  S.O.F.  westerns,  gangsters 
horror  pictures.  Perfect  prints.  Send  for  list — also 
buy  your  prints.  U.S.  FILMS,  Box  117,  Passaic,  N J 


THEATRE  SEATING 


316  REUPHOLSTERED  FULLY  PADDED  BACK,  box 
spring  cushion  chairs,  rebuilt,  $5.95;  565  American 
chairs,  recently  reupholstered,  prewar  quality 
leatherette  seven  ply  panel  backs,  box  spring 
cushions,  $7.50;  700  American  veneer  chairs  three 
ply  backs  and  seats,  reconditioned,  $4.50;  Aisle- 
lites,  $2.97.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


REBUILT  SOFT  BOX  SPRING  CUSHIONS,  nine 
springs  each,  newly  upholstered  with  dark  green 
army  specification  plastic  coated  leatherette.  Lasts 
for  many  years,  interchangeable  with  any  seat,  $1.75; 
with  metal  bottom  board,  $2.00.  Minimum  order  25, 
no  samples  sent.  Give  seat  size  when  ordering. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


600  OPERA  CHAIRS — Brand  new  cast  iron  standards 
for  1-inch  slope  floor;  brand  new  7 /16-inch  veneer 
5-ply  backs;  new  upholstered  squab  seats  uphol- 
stered in  green  plastic  leatherette — all  20-inch  chairs 
— $6.75  per  chair.  F O B.  Chicago.  Photo  on  request. 
CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR  MART,  844  So.  Wabash  Ave., 
Chicago  5,  111. 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE:  340  twenty-inch,  160 
eighteen-inch,  all  veneer  seats  for  level  floor.  Slid- 
ing wood  standards,  first-class  condition — $3.00  each. 
F.O.B.  shipping  point.  UNIVERSAL  USED  CHAIR  CO., 
1315  So.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


RCA  PHOTOPHONE  30  WATT  COMPLETE  PA  SYS- 
TEM, consisting  army  surplus  amplifier,  crystal  band 
microphone,  cable,  tubes,  PM  speaker,  $125;  Loud- 
speakers, used,  $6.75  up;  Heavy  12"  Jensen  PM 
loudspeakers,  new,  $29.50;  Soundman's  complete 
testing  outfits,  just  released,  $28.40.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


POPCORN  SEASONING— Bags— Boxes— Salt— dop- 
corn  machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  quanties,  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  York  City. 


THEATRE  GAMES  WITH  GREATER  AUDIENCE 
INTEREST.  MORE  THRILLS  and  MORE  SUSPENSE. 
BINGO — $1.50  per  thousand  cards  No.  1-75  die-cut. 
Buy  direct  from  LOUIS  KESSLER,  NOVELTY  GAMES 
CO.,  1434  Bedford  Ave.,  Brooklyn  16,  N.Y.  Manufac- 
turer and  printer,  servicing  exhibitors  exclusively 
for  over  12  years.  Various  other  games  available. 
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• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  3,  1945 


matter  at  Postai'ice  at  Kansas 
1879.  25c  Per  Copy.  Per  Year, 
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"I  THINK  YOU’RE 
WONDERFUL, 

MR. VAN  JOHNSON!" 

(and  so  do  millions  of  other 
gals  from  eight  to  eighty  who 
are  packing  theatres  to  see 
M-G-M’s  Van  Johnson  in 
"THIRTY  SECONDS  OVER  TOKYO" 
and  who  watch  for  him  in 
"BETWEEN  TWO  WOMEN  " The 
honors  pour  in  from  everywhere: 

Ladies  Home  Journal,  Photoplay, 

Screen  Guide,  Variety,  Film 
Daily,  Modern  Screen,  Look 
Magazine  and  countless  others 
proclaim  Van,  the  idol  of  the  millions.) 


// 


PRESS-TIME 

FLASH! 

Another  Big 
M-G-M  Hit 
is  off  to  a 
flying  start 
Nationwide! 

"NATIONAL 
VELVET"  is 
terrific  in 
its  3-theatre 
Miami  engage- 
ment. Watch 
for  morel 


(that’s  what  the  fans  are 
saying  all  over  the  nation 
as  they  watch  M-G-M’s  little 
Margaret  in  "MEET  ME  IN 
ST.  LOUIS."  She  repeats  her 
triumph  in  "MUSIC  FOR  MILLIONS" 
as  America  showers  her  with 
acclaim.  Cited  three  times 
in  Screen  Guide’s  Vote/  cited 
twice  in  Film  Daily's  Famous 
Fives/  leader  in  Showmen’s 
Trade  Review  New  Stars,  hailed 
by  press  and  public  as  the  new 
darling  of  the  screen.) 


YOU’RE  AMERICA’S 
NEW  SWEETHEART, 
MARGARET  O’BRIEN!" 


Sign  That  Pledge  Card! 

Red  Cross  Drive — March  15-21 


STAR  BUILDER! 


THE  NAZI  WAY  vs.  THE  AMERICAN  WAY 


FIRST  LINE  OF  DEFENSE 
AGAINST  RACE  INTOLERANCE- 
THE  BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA! 

How  much  is  it  worth  to  you? 

Yes,  here’s  another  call  for  money!  But  you  couldn’t  spend  it  better 
than  to  help  the  boy  of  today  become  the  good  citizen  of  tomorrow. 

Never  before  has  the  need  for  THE  BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA 
been  so  vital.  In  a time  when  juvenile  delinquency  turns  to  desecrat- 
ing the  house  of  worship,  remember  that  America’s  future  lies  in  its 
youth!  While  their  brothers  fight,  Scouts  serve  in  vital  home-front 
duties,  gathering  waste  paper  and  scrap;  selling  War  Bonds;  assisting 
in  hospitals  and  more!  They  know  no  race  or  creed  distinction  in 
service  to  humanity.  That’s  the  kind  of  democracy  worth  supporting. 

Be  a good  scout!  Salute  the  wonderful  work  of  the  Boy  Scouts 
from  the  pocket-book  as  well  as  the  heart! 


Make  your  check  payable  to  Gerald  F.  Beal,  Treas.  G.N.Y.  C.  Boy  Scouts  and  mail  to 
Amusement  Division,  B.  S.  Moss,  Chairman,  21 8 W.  49th  St.,  Nevj  York  19,  N.  Y. 


GENERAL  JOE  STILWELL  SAID  IT; 

JU  r* 

“I  claim  we  got  a beating. 

We  got  run  out  of  Burma  . • « 

t - 

I’ll  go  over  the  mountains  into  India 
and  rake  up  an  army. 

I’ll  supply  them  there,  train  them,  and 
someday  I’ll  lead  them  back  into  Burma!” 


f a h / / / 


Stamn  t( 


JACK  L.  WARNER 


# Executive  Producer 


WILLIAM  PRINCE  * JAMES  BROWN  • DICK  ERDMAN 
GEORGE  TOBIAS  * HENRY  HULL*  WARNER  ANDERSON 

Screen  Play  by  Ranald  MacDougall  & Lester  Cole  • From  an  Original  Story  by  Alvah  Bessie,;  Music  by  Franz  Waxman 

Produced  bv  JERRY  WA1D Directed  bv  RAOUL  WALSH 
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DES  MOINES — Register  & Tribune  Bldg.,  Russ  Schoch. 
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IN  CANADA 
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WHAT  GOES  UP- 

=7 

ACTS  and  figures  are  used  to  tell  an  inter- 
esting story  about  the  high  cost  of  film  making  in  a Fortune 
magazine  article  titled,  "Hollywood's  Magic  Mountain,"  a 
resume  of  which  appears  in  the  news  pages  of  this  issue.  The 
figures  may  not  be  accurate,  but  their  approximation  is  near 
enough  to  serve  the  designed  purpose. 

Not  new  to  BOXOFFICE  readers  is  Fortune's  pointing  out 
that  bidding  for  talent — stars,  executives  and  others,  as  well 
as  story  properties — is  the  principal  cause  for  the  continuously 
rising  production  costs.  A curious  twist  is  Fortune's  sugges- 
tion that  divorcement  of  production-distribution  from  exhibition 
might  tend  to  reduce  studio  expenses  "because  it  would 
deprive  the  studio  of  a measure  of  security."  That  has  been 
the  producer-distributor's  argument  against  divorcement. 

As  a case  in  point.  Fortune  declares  that  Mr.  Darryl 
Zanuck  would  not  have  undertaken  so  costly  a production  as 
"Wilson"  (over  $4,000,000  plus  another  million  for  advertising), 
if  he  had  not  had  the  "security"  guarantee  of  his  company's 
theatre-affiliate.  And  it  accredits  to  Mr.  Zanuck  the  statement, 
"If  it  had  not  been  for  our  theatres,  I would  have  had  a very 
difficult  time.  They  gave  us  the  chance  to  exploit  the  picture 
as  no  independent  will." 

On  the  other  hand  Fortune  cites  a comparatively  low-cost 
film,  "Going  My  Way,"  which  was  made  for  about  $1,000,000, 
and  which  it  says  will  bring  in  rentals  totalling  $12,000,000. 
Authoritative  industry  sources  have  estimated  this  picture's 
grossing  possibilities  at  around  $7,000,000.  And  that's  not  at 
all  bad.  Thus,  perhaps,  it  may  be  proved  that  a forced  reduc- 
tion of  production  costs  may  not  be  so  calamitous,  after  all. 
At  least,  it  may  be  argued,  it  does  not  necessarily  imply  a 
reduced  quality  or  pulling-power. 

Independent  exhibitors  would  like  to  see  production  costs 
lowered,  if  that  would  assure  a reduction  in  film  rentals.  That 
would  follow  only  if  the  attraction-value  of  the  pictures  be- 
came lessened  through  the  process,  since  pictures  generally 
are  sold  on  their  drawing  potential  rather  than  on  the  basis 
of  their  cost.  And  that  would  prove  a false  economy.  The 
trick  would  be  to  make  better  pictures  for  less,  which  has  so 
very  often  been  done. 

In  times  past  we  have  warned  that  mounting  production 
costs  were  a great  danger  to  the  safety  of  the  industry's 


economy.  It  is  a very  false  footing  on  which  to  base  security 


-—whether  it  is  assured  by  one's  own  large  chain  of  key 
theatres  or  not.  As  Fortune  cites,  the  returns  per  dollar 
invested  in  motion  picture  making  is  far  below  that  of  many 
another  industry.  It,  therefore,  needs  a safer  margin  for  opera- 
tion-—especially  during  the  postwar  days  to  come,  when  the 
intake  potential  may  drop  very  sharply.  It  has,  in  fact,  dropped 
already.  And,  since  war's  end  may  come  very  suddenly,  the 
time  to  begin  lowering  the  sights  was  yesterday.  I 

-*  * 

Sage  Words 

Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in  charge  of  sales  for 
Paramount,  was  host  to  a gathering  of  exhibitors,  members 
of  the  press  and  of  his  sales  organization  in  Kansas  City  this 
week.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  affair  was,  in  Mr.  Reagan's 
own  words,  "strictly  social."  There  was  no  talk  of  product 
or  problems.  And  it  seemed  to  be  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

The  genial  Mr.  Reagan  made  a brief  talk,  stating,  “I'd 
like  to  see  and  be  present  at  more  gatherings  of  this  kind, 
where  exhibitor  and  distributor  sit  across  the  table  and  in 
friendly  spirit  learn  to  understand  one  another.  I don't  think 
there  ig  any  problem  in  this  industry  that  can't  be  solved  by 
fair-minded  men  sitting  down  In  a friendly  discussion." 

Those  are  sage  words,  Mr.  Reagan.  More  and  more 
people  are  commencing  to  take  this  view — seriously — in  this 
business.  But,  as  yet,  not  enough  have  done  very  much  about 
it.  The  social  gathering  is  a good  basis  for  the  friendly  atti- 
tude. And,  when  it  reaches  the  point  of  business  discussion, 
continuance  of  friendly  understanding  can  go  the  rest  of  the 
way  in  perpetuating  harmonious  business  relations. 

■¥  * 

Most  timely  is  Warners'  superbly-made  short  subject, 

“Pledge  to  Bataan."  Its  two  reels  are  brimful  of  the  colorful 
history  of  the  Philippines  brought  up  to  date  with  the  day's 
headlines.  It  is  an  inspiring  production,  which  not  only  should 
be  shown  on  every  screen  but  also  warrants  feature  billing 
and  promotion.  With  the  liberation  of  American  prisoners  in 
the  recapture  of  Manila,  there  is  afforded  an  opportunity  for 
exhibitors  to  spearhead  a drive  for  funds,  gifts  and  other  aid 
for  the  freed  prisoners.  This  could  very  well  be  tied  up  with 
the  Red  Cross  drive  soon  to  get  under  way. 


'PuC&e 

Distributors  Will  Battle 
Decree  Clearance  Ban 

Department  of  justice  attempt  to  insert 
provision  in  temporary  consent  decree  would 
result  in  antitrust  suit  going  to  trial,  say 
some  attorneys. 


Organizing  of  Managers 
Discontinued  by  IATSE 

Board  stops  efforts  to  unionize  house  pilots 
and  aides;  only  known  managerial  organiza- 
tion at  present  is  independent  guild  com- 
posed of  N.Y.  RKO  staffs. 


Buying  Rush  Is  Reported 
To  Cinch  Print  Delivery 

Exchanges  in  several  territories  meet  un- 
usual situation,  likened  to  what  happens 
when  sugar  and  coffee  are  reported  scarce 
on  U.S.  markets. 


The  Old-Fashioned  Lantern 
Doing  Duty  on  Marquees 

Some  N.  Y.  and  other  eastern  city  mana- 
gers also  attach  auto  lamps  to  batteries; 
wondering  what  WPB  will  say  about  the  re- 
charging process. 


WMC  May  Call  for  Cuts 
In  Staffs  of  Theatres 

Warners’  Chicago  houses  told  to  make  ten 
per  cent  reduction,  and  other  circuits  wor- 
ried about  similar  moves  because  already 
many  employes  are  schoolboys. 

® ® • 


Goldman  Appeal  Hearing 
Attended  by  Allied  Men 

Independents  lend  “moral  support’’  to 
Abram  F.  Myers  and  Robert  L.  Wright  by 
presence  at  Philadelphia  conspiracy  charge 
trial. 


Raw  Stock  for  Foreign 
Film  a Knotty  Problem 

Industry  advisory  body  and  WPB  wrestling 
with  subject  because  present  ban  on  prints 
for  imported  films  might  have  foreign  mart 
repercussions. 


WB  Buy  a Mountain  Top 
For  Television  Station 

Seventeen  acres  in  Hollywood  outpost  sec- 
tion purchased  for  reported  million  and  half 
dollars  for  erection  of  studio  and  trans- 
mitter. 


Film  Carriers  Will  Seek 
Higher  WPB-ODT  Rating 

Delegation  to  place  claims  before  federal 
agencies  in  Washington  to  obtain  new 
trucks  and  tires  as  situation  grows  much 
worse. 


INJUNCTION  AGAINST  BIG  FIVE 
ASKED  BY  D of  J ON  CLEARANCE 


Hollywood  Interview  With  Will  Hays 
Fails  to  Clarify  Johnston's  Status 

By  IVAN  SPEAR 


Violation  of  Antitrust  Act 
Charged  by  Government; 
To  Argue  Plea  March  5 

WASHINGTON— The  department  of  jus- 
tice has  asked  for  an  injunction  against 
Loew’s,  Paramount,  RKO,  20th-Fox  and  War- 
ners, from  granting  “unreasonable  clearance” 
pending  the  entry  of  a final  decree.  Appli- 
cation for  the  injunction  was  filed  this  week 
with  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  of  the  N.Y. 
federal  district  court  and  notice  was  served 
upon  the  defendants  that  the  DofJ  would 
make  oral  plea  for  the  issuance  of  the  in- 
junction on  March  5. 

Meantime,  the  government  has  filed  a 24- 
page  memorandum  and  notice  of  the  motion, 
alleging  that  the  defendants,  since  the  suit 
was  filed,  have  continued  to  impose  “unrea- 
sonable clearances”  in  violation  of  the  Sher- 
man Antitrust  Act. 

Want  Provision  Added  to  Decree 

The  government’s  petition  urges  that  a 
“provision  prohibiting  the  imposition  of  any 
clearance  between  theatres  not  in  substantial 
competition  with  each  other  should  be  added 
to  the  existing  decree.”  In  supporting  this 
claim,  the  justice  department,  through  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  Wendell  Berge, 
cited  many  cases  where  the  arbitration  ap- 
peal board  found  clearance  granted  by  the 
defendant  to  be  “unreasonable”  and  ordered 
immediate  reductions. 

Berge’s  petition  also  pointed  out  that  clear- 
ance between  theatres  not  competitive  is  an 
evil  because  it  “establishes  a discriminatory 
sequence  of  exhibition  which  has  no  relation 
to  the  legitimate  needs  of  the  distributor  or 
the  public.  What  it  does  is  simply  to  give 
the  theatre  enjoying  the  clearance  booking 
control  over  the  theatre  against  which  it  is 
held. 

“While  a theatre  playing  films  first  run 
at  a high  admission  price  might  ordinarily 
be  expected  to  require  clearance  over  a sec- 
ond run  charging  a lower  price,  there  is  no 
legitimate  purpose  in  granting  clearance  be- 
tween theatres  which  charge  the  same  ad- 
mission price,  whether  they  draw  from  pre- 
cisely the  same  area  or  whether  they  are  20 
miles  apart. 

“The  determination  of  the  maximum 
length  of  clearance  permissible  in  competitive 
situations  where  admission  price  differentials 
exist,  should  be  so  adjusted  that  the  period 
of  clearance  between  the  two  theatres  is  pro- 
portionate to  the  admission  price  differential 
between  them  if  there  is  to  be  any  public 
justification  of  such  clearance.  This  may  be 
accomplished  by  a prohibition  of  all  clear- 
ance in  excess  of  that  reasonably  related  to 
the  maintenance  of  competition  between  two 
or  more  competing  theatres  charging  different 
admission  prices. 

Distributor  Affiliation  Involved 

“Apart  from  these  general  provisions,  spe- 
cific temporary  relief  against  unreasonable 
clearance  arising  from  distributor  affiliation 
is  urgently  required.  There  is  no  dispute  that 
each  of  the  distributor  defendants  controls  a 
large  circuit  of  theatres;  each  licenses  films 
to  its  own  circuit,  the  circuit  owned  by  oth- 
ers and  theatres  competing  with  them,  by 
license  agreement  which  fix  the  minimum  ad- 
mission prices  to  be  charged  by  all  of  the 
theatres  licensed;  that  the  maintenance  of 
these  admission  prices  is  tied  to  run  and 
clearance  provisions  determining  the  relative 


HOLLYWOOD— If  the  industry  found  it 
necessary  to  select  a theme  song  to  address 
to  Eric  Johnston,  that  ditty  could  well  be 
“Is  You  Is  or  Is  You  Ain’t  My  Baby?” 

First,  from  the  east  there  were  persistent 
rumors,  then  rather  definite  reports,  that 
the  widely-publicized  head  of  the  U.S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  was  all  set  to  become 
the  active  chief  of  the  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
ducers and  Distributors  of  America  and  its 
Hollywood  affiliate,  the  Association  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Producers,  individually  and 
jointly  known  as  the  Hays  office. 

That  was  why  more  than  the  normal 
amount  of  interest  was  shown  by  Holly- 
wood in  the  annual  winter  visit  of  Will  H. 
Hays  to  his  west  coast  offices.  It  was  thought 
that  the  president  of  MPPDA  would  clarify 
Johnston’s  status,  as  well  as  his  own,  by 
explaining  just  where  the  former  would  fit 
into  the  outfit  and  its  functioning. 

Such  was  not  the  case,  however.  Imme- 
diately following  his  arrival  and  in  reply 
to  inquiries  relative  to  the  Johnston  situ- 
ation, Hays  said: 

“I  certainly  hope  he  will  (join  the 
MPPDA).  He  enriches  any  effort  or  enter- 
prise with  which  he  is  connected.  I am 
earnestly  endeavoring  to  bring  it  about.  We 


time  at  which  the  films  licensed  become 
available  for  exhibition  in  competing  thea- 
t:es. 

“We  submit  that  such  a system  of  admis- 
sion price-fixing  by  cross-licensing  is  prima 
facie  illegal  because  it  is  in  effect  a means  by 
which  affiliated  theatre  operators,  through 
their  distribution  affiliates,  agree  with  each 
other  as  to  the  admission  prices  that  should 
be  charged  by  various  theatres  in  the  com- 
petitive areas  in  which  each  operates  and  as 
to  those  to  be  charged  by  independent  thea- 
tre operators  who  compete  with  these  af- 
filiated theatres.” 

“Unreasonable”  Restriction  Charged 

The  petition  concludes  with  the  statement 
that  “the  persistent  use  by  the  consenting  de- 
fendants during  the  pendency  of  this  suit  of 
clearance  provisions  as  a means  of  unreason- 
ably restricting  the  terms  on  which  the  thea- 
tres may  compete  in  licensing  their  films  and 
inadequacy  of  the  present  decree  to  afford 
adequate  relief  against  such  violations  of  the 
Sherman  Act  are  beyond  dispute.  We  re- 
spectfully submit  that  the  provisions  sug- 
gested are  the  minimum  which  the  court  may 
properly  grant  if  the  persons  now  subjected 
to  the  illegal  restrictions  in  question  are  to 
be  given  adequate  protection  pending  the 
entry  of  a final  decree  in  this  case.” 

The  report  also  declares  that,  “as  for  the 
distributor,  he  has  no  interest,  putting  aside 
the  question  of  circuit  buying  power  and  thea- 
tre affiliations,  in  such  arbitrary  diversion 
(by  clearance  provisions),  of  patronage  from 
one  theatre  to  another.  His  only  legitimate 
aim  is  obtaining  maximum  revenue  from  the 
exhibition  of  his  films  in  both  theatres.  To 
the  extent  that  one  pays  a greater  rental  by 
virtue  of  superior  physical  facilities,  superior 


have  had  many  conferences  with  him  to  that 
end,  but  nothing  has  been  concluded.  As 
Mr.  Johnston  has  said,  he  could  not  make 
such  a move  until  much  nearer  the  end  of 
the  war.” 

At  the  same  time.  Arch  Reeves’  Public 
Information  Committee,  from  whence 
stemmed  the  Hays  statement,  called  atten- 
tion— and  in  the  same  handout  to  the  trade 
press — to  the  announcement  Johnston  made 
in  Washington  on  Jan.  22,  1945.  The  press 
release  pointedly  reminded  that  on  that  oc- 
casion Johnston  had  said  that  he  “is  con- 
sidering accepting  a position  in  the  film 
industry,  but  not  until  nearer  the  end  of 
the  war,”  and  added: 

“I  have  been  approached  by  the  leaders  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  to  accept  a 
place  with  them,  and  there  have  been  dis- 
cussions along  that  line  with  no  conclusions 
reached. 

“It  would  be  a new  job  in  the  industry 
and  I would  not  be  a successor  to  Will  Hays. 
In  any  event,  I would  not  make  such  a 
move  until  much  nearer  the  end  of  the  war.” 

All  of  which,  Hollywood  railbirds  inter- 
preted as  being  Hays’  way  of  informing  one 
and  sundry  that  he  is  still  in  the  saddle 
and,  coincidentally,  of  saving  face — a neat 
trick  despite  its  being  slightly  mixed,  ana- 
tomically and  metaphorically. 


management,  better  rental  terms  or  any  other 
reason,  he  may  regard  one  theatre  as  su- 
perior to  another.  Even  so,  there  is  clearly 
no  occasion  for  him  to  restrict  arbitrarily 
the  ability  of  the  inferior  operator  to  com- 
pete with  the  other  in  exhibiting  his  films 
by  compelling  the  latter  to  play  behind  the 
former  at  the  same  or  a greater  admission 
price,  unless  he  decides  to  promote  the  busi- 
ness of  a favored  customer  as  against  the  in- 
ferior one,  instead  of  promoting  his  over- 
all revenue  from  both.” 


Government's  Arguments  Heard 
In  Goldman's  Antitrust  Suit 

PHILADELPHIA— The  U.S.  circuit  court  of 
appeals  heard  arguments  in  the  appeal  of 
William  Goldman,  independent  exhibitor,  in 
his  $1,350,000  suit  against  the  Stanley- War- 
ner Co.  in  this  city  on  Thursday.  The  gov- 
ernment is  an  intervenor. 

Abram  F.  Myers,  counsel  for  Allied,  was  ex- 
pected to  listen  to  the  testimony. 


Missouri  Exhibitor's  Clearance 
Case  Is  Called  for  February  28 

ST.  LOUIS — The  hearing  on  the  com- 
plaint of  C.  Carey,  doing  business  as  the 
Stadium  Theatre,  Caruthersville,  Mo., 
against  the  five  signers  of  the  consent  de- 
cree will  be  called  before  AAA  Arbiter  Joseph 
T.  Davis  on  February  28. 

In  his  complaint  Carey  charges  that  Loew’s 
Inc.,  has  refused  to  grant  his  house  any  run 
for  M-G-M  pictures  while  he  contends  that 
the  clearance  that  is  being  granted  by  War- 
ner Bros.,  RKO  Radio,  20th-Fox  and  Para- 
mount to  the  rival  Gem  and  Rodgers  theatres 
of  the  I.  W.  Rodgers  circuit  of  Cairo,  111.,  is 
unreasonable. 
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'HE  IVORLD 


On  Top 


By  Nation-Wide  Vote- 
In  26  Famous  Polls— 
America  Has  Elected— 


T^ramount 


THE  WORLD’S  MOST  HONORED 
FILM  COMPANY 


Never  anything  like  it  in  film  history. 

Never  before  has  such  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority of  the  year’s  top  honors  been  heaped  upon 
a single  company. 

Never  before  has  any  company  achieved  such 

DERSHIP  IN  ALL  26  POLLS  COMBINED 

Conducted  by  26  recognized,  official  publications 
and  organizations,  and  reported  in  column  after 
column  of  national  news  stories  . . . 

Covering  71  different  selections  of 

ES,  STARS,  DIRECTION  and  PRODUCTION 


I 


The  complete,  over-all  picture 
of  all  polls  and  authoritative 
individual  selections  reported 
to  January  15th,  date  of  appear- 
ance of  the  last  of  the  famous 
annual  trade  paper  surveys  . . 


DETERMINED  BY  THE 
IMPARTIAL  VOTES 
OF  THOUSANDS  OF 

EXHIBITORS 
PICTUREGOERS 
SYNDICATE  REVIEWERS 
PICTURE  EDITORS 
TRADE  PAPER  REPORTS 
NEWSPAPER  CRITICS 
NATIONAL  MAGAZINES 
RADIO  COMMENTATORS 
COLUMNISTS  And 
BOX-OFFICE  STATISTICIANS 


HERE’S  HOW  PARAMOUNT  DOMINATES  IN  "TOI 


In  All  Classes  of  Awards,  In  All  Polls  Combined 


PARAMOUNT 


PARAMOUNT 


PARAMOUNT 


COVERING  ALL  CLASSIFICATIONS  OF 
REGULAR  SCREEN  FEATURES,  STARS, 
DIRECTORS,  AND  PRODUCTION. 


More  Than  6 Times  As  Many 

As  Any  Other  Company! 

• 

3 Times  As  Many  As 

All  Others  Combined  L 
• 

Three-Fourths  Of  All 
No.  1 Choices! 


WIN 

WIN 

WIN 

WIN 

WIN 

WIN 

WIN 

WIN 

WIN 

WIN 

WIN 
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TOP  MONEY-MAKING  STAR— NEW  STAR— PRODUCER— AND  INTERNATIONAL  FAVORITE 


< 6 OUT  OF  11  FIRSTS  IN  FILM  DAILY  POLLS 

TOP  PICTURE— MALE  STAR— SUPPORTING  ACTOR— DIRECTOR— SCREENPLAY— AND  PHOTOGRAPHY 

> 3 OUT  OF  4 FIRSTS  IN  NEW  YORK  FILM  CRITICS’  POLLS 

TOP  PICTURE— ACTOR— AND  DIRECTOR 

!>4  OUT  OF  6 FIRSTS  IN  SHOWMEN’S  TRADE  REVIEW  POLL 

TOP  PICTURE — TOP  ADVANCED-ADMISSION  PICTURE — TOP  MALE  STAR — TOP  CHARACTER  ACTOR 

!>  2 OUT  OF  4 FIRSTS  IN  BOXOFFICE  MAGAZINE  POLL 

TOP  PICTURE  AND  MALE  STAR 

2 OUT  OF  4 FIRSTS  IN  LOOK  MAGAZINE  AWARDS 

TOP  ACTOR  AND  DIRECTOR 

I 1 OUT  OF  1 FIRST  IN  REDBOOK’S  ANNUAL  AWARD 
6 OUT  OF  7 SCREEN-STAR  FIRSTS  IN  M.  P.  DAILY  RADIO  POLL 

4 OUT  OF  5 SCREEN-STAR  FIRSTS  IN  RADIO  DAILY  POLL 

5 OUT  OF  6 FIRSTS  IN  LOUISVILLE  COURIER-JOUR.  LISTS 


16  OUT  OF  18  FIRSTS  IN  15  MISCELLANEOUS  MAGAZINE 

AND  NEWSPAPER  POLLS 


HERE’S  HOW  PARAMOUNT  DOMINATES  IN  PICK 

‘ * 


FROM  THE  NORTH  TO  THE  SOUTH,  PARAMOUNT  IS  ON  TOP* 
OF  EVERY  BEST-PICTURE  POLL  IN  THE  WORLD 


By  Unanimous  Acclaim,*  The  All-Time,  All-American 
All-Poll  Winner — Unchallenged  Leader  In 
Every  Official  Selection  Of 


THE  BEST  PICTURE  OF  1944 


GOING  MY  WAY 


Voted  The  "Best,"  "Biggest  Money-Making,"  "Highest  Grossing," 
"Most  Popular"  Picture  Of  The  Year  In  The  Best-Picture 
Lists  Compiled  By — 


FILM  DAILY BOXOFFICE  MAGAZINE 

SHOWMEN’S  TRADE  REVIEW LOOK  MAGAZINE 

THE  N.  Y.  FILM  CRITICS COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN 

**M.  P.  HERALD-FAME REDBOOK  MAGAZINE*** 

THE  N.  Y.  HERALD  TRIBUNE THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 

{Howard  Barnes ) ( Bosley  Crowther) 

NEW  YORK  “PM” THE  N.  Y.  WORLD-TELEGRAM 

{John  T.  McManus ) {Alton  Cook) 

PHILADELPHIA  INQUIRER LOUISVILLE  COURIER-JOUR. 

{Readers’  Poll)  {Boyd  Martin) 

CLEVELAND  PLAIN  DEALER  DALLAS  NEWS 

{W.  Ward  Marsh)  {John  Rosenfield) 

WASHINGTON  STAR NATIONAL  BOARD  OF  REVIEW 

(Jay  Carmody) 

BUFFALO  COURIER-EXPRESS SEATTLE  TIMES 

{W.  E.  J.  Martin)  {Richard  E.  Hays) 

THE  TIDINGS  . . . BUENOS  AIRES  FILM  CRITICS. . . .THE  SIGN 

{Los  Angeles  Catholic  Magazine)  {National  Catholic  Magazine) 


**  (“Going  My  Way”  is  listed  as  one  of  25  annual  champions,  but  Bing  Crosby  was  voted 
the  year’s  biggest  money-maker  for  “Going  My  Way,”  and  this  picture  won  4 “monthly 
champion”  awards  in  a row — an  all-time  record.) 

***(The  Annual  Redbook  motion  picture  award  for  1944  was  given  to  “Barry  Fitzgerald. 
Bing  Crosby  and  Leo  McCarey  for  the  acting  and  directing  of  ‘Going  My  Way’.” ) 


"THE  STORY  OF 
DR.  WASSELL" 


ONE  OF  THE  10  BEST 

in  Film  Daily,  Showmen’s  Trade  Revie 
and  Country  Gentleman  Polls.  One  < 
M.  P.  Herald’s  25  Annual  Champions. 


"LADY 

IN  THE  DARK" 


ONE  OF  THE  10  BEST  j 

in  N.  Y.  Herald  Tribune  and  Louisvilf 
Courier-Journal.  6th  Highest-Percentage 
Grossing  Picture  in  Boxoffice  Baromete 
Poll.  One  of  M.  P.  Herald’s  25  Annua 
Champions. 


And  These  8 Great  Paramount  Pictures  Won 
54  Out  Of  178  Total  Places— Nearly  One- 
Third  Of  All  Awards— In  All  The  Best-Picture 
Lists  On  Which  Complete  Data  Is  Availablet 


"FOR  WHOM 
THE  BELL  TOLLS" 


First  of  3 Special  Awards  by  Showmen’s 
Trade  Review  for  Advanced- Admission 
Attractions.  One  of  M.  P.  Herald’s  25 
Annual  Champions. 


"DOUBLE 

INDEMNITY" 


ONE  OF  THE  10  BEST 

in  N.  Y.  Herald  Tribune/  N.  Y.  World- 
Telegram,  Dallas  News,  Louisville 
Courier-Journal,  and  The  Tidings. 


"HAIL  THE 
CONQUERING  HERO" 


ONE  OF  THE  10  BEST 

in  National  Board  of  Review,  N.  Y. 
Herald  Tribune,  N.  Y.  Times,  and  Louis- 
ville Courier-Journal.  Runner-Up  in  N.  Y. 
Film  Critics’  Poll. 


"LET’S 
FACE  IT" 


9th  Highest-Percentage-Grossing  Picture 
in  Boxoffice  Barometer  Poll.  One  of  M.P. 
Herald’s  25  Annual  Champions. 


"THE  MIRACLE  OF 
MORGAN’S  CREEK" 


ONE  OF  THE  10  BEST 

in  Showmen’s  Trade  Review,  National 
Board  of  Review,  N.  Y.  Times,  Dallas 
News,  N.  Y.  World-Telegram,  and  Louis- 
ville Courier-Journal.  One  of  18  Highest- 
Percentage-Grossers  in  Boxoffice  Barom- 
eter. One  of  M.  P.  Herald’s  25  Annual 
Champions. 


* NATIONAL  BOARD  OF  REVIEW 
POLL  SELECTED  TWO  LISTS:  "GO- 
ING MY  WAY"  TOPPED  THE  " MOST 
POPULAR  PICTURE"  LIST;  ANOTHER 
PRODUCTION  HEADED  THE  "BEST 
PICTURE"  LIST. 

f AS  OF  JANUARY  15th,  1945. 


HERE’S  HOW  PARAMOUNT  DOMINATES  IN  STAR* 


Hailed  by  Overwhelm 
jority  V 


THE  LEADING 
STAR  OF  1944 


V ' 


10  TOPS- 
AL  AWARDS  TO 


BING  CROSBY 


Winner  of  10  Out  of 
““Firsts”  For  Which  He 
Was  Eligible 

• 

Placed”  In  All  15  Lists  For 
Which  He  Was  Eligible — 


AND  16  PARANU 
PLACES  IN  Al 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


1 Money-Making  Star  in M.  P.  Herald  Poll 

1 Male  Star  (by  a nearly  4-to-l  vote!)  in  Him  Daily  Poll 

1 Male  Star  in “Boxoffice”  Poll 

1 Male  Star  in Showmen’s  Trade  Review  Poll 

1 Actor  in Look  Magazine  Selection 

1 (Tied  with  Fitzgerald  and  McCarey)  in  Redbook  Annual  Award 

1 Radio  Master-of-Ceremonies  in M.  P.  Daily-Fame  Poll 

1 Male  Vocalist  (Popular)  by  13-to-l  Vote  in.  . . Radio  Daily  Poll 
1 Radio  Male  Vocalist  (Popular)  in Al.  P.  Daily-Tame  Poll 

1 Star  in Fame’s  International  (British)  Poll 

2 “All-American  Favorite”  in “Boxoffice”  Poll 

2 Radio  Champion-of-Champions  in M.  P.  Daily-Fame  Poll 

2 (Tied)  Male  Star  in N.  Y.  Film  Critics’  Poll 

5 Star  in National  Board  of  Review  Poll 

5 Star  in “Country  Gentleman”  Poll 


*ALL  LISTS  EXCEPT  WESTERNS,  AND  INCLUDING  ?< 

fAU  LISTS  EXCE,  | 


Three  Times  As  Many  As  Any  Other  Company  — 

Five  More  Than  All  Other  Companies  Combined! 

UNT  PLAYERS  WON  43  OUT  OF  130  TOTAL 
BEST  SCREEN-STAR  LISTS  COMBINED! 

Eight  More  Than  The  Next  Highest  Company— 

One-Half  As  Many  As  All  Other  Companies  Combined! 


BOB  HOPE 


/ 


BARRY  FITZGERALD 


SONNY  TUFTS 

No.  1 

“Star  of  Tomorrow” 
in  M.  P.  Herald-Fame 

% -O'  ■ W 

EDWARD  G. 
ROBINSON 

No.  1 Male  Actor  in 
Louisville  Cour.-Jour., 
for  “Double  Indemnity” 

GARY  COOPER 

(Star  of  “ For  IVhom  the  Bell 
Tolls"  and  "Dr.  If^assell"  ) 

2nd  Best  in  M.  P.  Herald 
3rd  Best  in  Film  Daily 
One  of  6 Best  in 
“Country  Gentleman” 
One  of  12  Best  in  “B.O.” 
One  of  10  Best  Male 

Stars  in  S.T.R. 

DOROTHY 

LAMOUR 

One  of  10  Top  Female 
Stars  in  Showmen’s 
Trade  Review 

BETTY  HUTTON 

One  of  10  Best  Stars  in 
Nat’l  Bd.  of  Review  Poll 

lyP 

EDDIE  BRACKEN 

One  of  10  Best  Stars  in 
Nat’l  Bd.  of  Review  Poll 

DIANA  LYNN 

One  of  5 Best  Support- 
ing Actresses  in 

Film  Daily. 

No.  1 Young  Star  in 
Louisville  Cour.-Jour. 

-v*  IjU 

'A W 

CLAUDETTE 

COLBERT 

One  of  12 

All-American  Favorites 
in  “Boxoffice” 

n '•  • ^ wj 

FRED 

MacMURRAY 

One  of  4 Best  Male  Stars 
in  N.  Y.  Critics’  Poll,  for 
“Double  Indemnity” 

GINGER  ROGERS 

( Star  of  " Lady  in  the  Dari") 

One  of  10  Top  Female 
Stars  in  S.T.R. 

One  of  12 

All-American  Favorites 
in  “Boxoffice” 

10. . LISTS  IN  WHICH  SCREEN  STARS  WON  FIRST  PLACE. 
TERNS  AND  RADIO. 


HERE’S  HOW  PARAMOUNT  DOMINATES  IN  ALI 


5 "TOPS"  FOR  DIRECTION 
to 

LEO  McCAREY  for  "GOING  MY  WAY" 

The  Winner  In  5 Out  Of  6 Polls  That  Voted 
For  "The  Best  Direction  Of  The  Year" 

First  by  Three-to-One  Vote  in  Film  Daily  Poll 
Winner  of  Look  Magazine’s  Annual  Award 
Tied  with  Crosby  and  Fitzgerald  for  Redbook  Award 
First  in  Louisville  Courier-Journal  Selections 

First  in  NewYork  Film  Critics’  Poll  ( Second  and  Third 
of  3 choices  in  this  poll  were  Preston  Sturges  for 
“ Miracle ” and  Billy  Wilder  for  “ Double  Indemnity ”) 


AND  PARAMOUNT  WINS  6 OUT  OF  30  PLACES  ON 
THE  3 OFFICIAL  LISTS  OF  TEN-BEST  SHORTS 


FICE  BAR- 


THE  BEST  SHORT 
SERIES  OF  1944 


PUPPETOONS 


PARAMOUNT’S  MUSICAL 
PARADE  FEATURETTES 

One  of  Ten  Best  in  Boxoffice  Barometer  and 
Showmen’s  Trade  Review  Polls. 

• 

SPEAKING  OF  ANIMALS 

One  of  Ten  Best  in  Boxoffice  Barometer  and 
M.  P.  Herald-Fame  Poll. 

# 

POPEYE 

One  of  Ten  Best  in  M.  P.  Herald-Fame  Poll. 


■ 


JTHER  CLASSES  OF  AWARDS 


TOP  RADIO 
DRAMATIC  PROGRAM 

In  Radio  Daily  and  M.  P.  Daily-Fame  Polls  — 

CECIL  B.  DeMILLE’S 

Lux  Radio  Theater 

Also  voted  No.  3 Radio  Champion-of- 
Champions  in  M.  P.  Daily-Fame  Poll. 

• 

TOP  PRODUCER 
FRED  KOHLMAR 

with  3 Monthly  Champions  and  1 Annual 
Champion  during  1944  in  Motion  Picture 
Herald-Fame. 


TOP  SCREENPLAY 

Frank  Butler  and  Frank  Cavett  for 

"GOING  MY  WAY" 

Runners-up — 

Billy  Wilder  and  Raymond  Chandler  for 

“Double  Indemnity*'* 

Voted  Nos.  1 and  2 in  Film  Daily  Poll — 
only  publication  conducting  a vote  on 
screenplays. 


TOP  PHOTOGRAPHY 

Ray  Rennahan  for 

"LADY  IN  THE  DARK" 

The  Winner  by  2-to-l  vote  in  Film  Daily 
— only  poll  conducted  on  photography. 


PARAMOUNT  DOMINATES  IN  FACTS, TOO 


«md  thoroughly  docum 


This 

film  history. 

It  consists  exclusively  of  facts— facts  that  some 

Thafs  why  you  read  so  many  smoke-screen  g 
panies— so  many  inflated  claims  of  “leadership 


No  one  can  be  deceived  by  such  extravagant  stat 
overwhelming  factual  evidence  of  a Paramount 

lusive  that  it  has  never  been  matched  in  the  ann 


AND 
IN  1945 

YOU  WILL  GET 
THESE  GREAT 
ATTRACTIONS 
FEATURING 
PARAMOUNT’S 
AWARD-WINNING 
STARS 
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i 4 


4 4 


4 4 


4 4 


4 4 


4 4 


4 4 


4 4 


4 4 


4 4 


4 4 


Here  Come  The  Waves” 

BING  CROSBY  • BETTY  HUTTON 
SONNY  TUFTS 

Practically  Yours” 

CLAUDETTE  COLBERT 
FRED  MacMURRAY 

Bring  On  The  Girls” 

VERONICA  LAKE  • SONNY  TUFTS 
EDDIE  BRACKEN  • MARJORIE  REYNOLDS 

For  Whom  The  Bell  Tolls” 

GARY  COOPER  • INGRID  BERGMAN 
(POPULAR  PRICE  RELEASE) 

Road  To  Utopia” 

BING  CROSBY  • BOB  HOPE 
DOROTHY  LAMOUR 

Incendiary  Blonde” 

BETTY  HUTTON 
ARTURO  de  CORDOVA 

Out  Of  This  World” 

EDDIE  BRACKEN  • VERONICA  LAKE 
DIANA  LYNN 

Two  Years  Before  The  Mast” 

ALAN  LADD  • BRIAN  DONLEVY 
WILLIAM  BENDIX  • BARRY  FITZGERALD 

Duffy’s  Tavern” 

ALL-STAR  PRODUCTION  FROM 
THE  FAMOUS  RADIO  SHOW 

A Medal  For  Benny” 

DOROTHY  LAMOUR 
ARTURO  de  CORDOVA 

Miss  Susie  Slagle’s” 

SONNY  TUFTS 
VERONICA  LAKE 

Murder,  He  Says” 

FRED  MacMURRAY 


FROM  THE  WORLD’S  MOST  HONORED 


FILM  COMPANY 


aramount 


RELEASE  DATES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE 


STOCK  FATE  OF  MANY  HANGING 
ON  DEFINITION  OF  "PRODUCER" 


Staggered  Releases , Use  of  Backlogs , 
Cuts  in  Minor  Product  Visualized  ■ 


Newer  Independents  Must 
Turn  to  Prewar  Firms 
For  Their  Necessities 

By  AL  SHERMAN 

WASHINGTON— It  has  been  definitely  es- 
tablished that  new  producers,  such  as  the 
recently  organized  Frank  Capra-Sam  Bris- 
kin  company,  will  have  to  get  their  raw  film 
stock  allotment  from  established  distribution 
companies.  Meantime,  says  the  War  Pro- 
duction Board,  through  Spokesman  Stanley 
B.  Adams,  chief  of  the  consumers  durable 
goods  division,  the  problem  of  the  new  pro- 
ducing companies  will  be  tackled  within  the 
next  few  days. 

Attorneys  for  the  various  film  companies 
are  now  huddling  with  WPB  lawyers  to 
decide  just  how  new  producing  companies 
will  be  apportioned  raw  stock  allotments, 
also  as  to  the  method  through  which  the 
stock  will  be  allocated  to  foreign  produc- 
ing organizations,  such  as  that  headed  by 
J.  Arthur  Rank.  This  step  followed  a meet- 
ing between  Adams  and  Arthur  Kelly, 
American  representative  of  the  various  Rank 
enterprises  in  this  country. 

New  Firms  Not  Considered  Now 

In  an  interview  with  Adams,  it  was  point- 
ed out  that  “for  the  time  being,  independent 
producing  companies  not  included  in  the 
allocations  alignment  may  obtain  needed 
raw  stock  from  those  distributing  companies 
already  allotted  such  film.  For  example,  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  a producer  from  ob- 
taining stock  from  Paramount,  if  that  com- 
pany has  the  stock  available  for  him.” 

“Just  now,”  said  Adams,  “we  cannot  con- 
sider new  companies,  because  of  the  short 
supply  of  raw  stock  available.  We  are  limit- 
ed insofar  as  allocation  is  concerned.  We 
cannot  tell  what  we  can  do  for  importers 
of  foreign  pictures,  or  how  these  producers 
can  be  allotted  stock  except  through  es- 
tablished producing  or  distributing  organi- 
zations.” 

Adams  added  that  the  WPB  is  still  work- 
ing on  what  constitutes  a producer,  and 
until  official  definition  is  given,  “we  will 
have  to  assume  those  producers  now  es- 
tablished constitute  the  companies  already 
engaged  in  business.” 

(A  full  statement  from  the  WPB  on  this 
status  is  expected  some  time  next  week.) 


ITOA  Protests  Against 
WPB  Raw  Stock  Ruling 

New  York — Declaring  that  the  cut  in 
raw  stock  promulgated  by  the  War  Pro- 
duction Board  would  result  in  “irrepar- 
able damage  to  the  subsequent  run  in- 
dependent exhibitors  of  the  country,”  the 
ITOA  has  sent  telegrams  to  WPB  execu- 
tives and  S.  H.  Fabian,  theatres’  division 
chief  of  the  War  Activities  Committee, 
demanding  relief. 

In  almost  identical  telegrams,  Max  A. 
Cohen,  chairman  of  the  ITOA’s  film 
committee,  stated  in  part: 

. . Cutting  down  the  number  of  posi- 
tive prints  will  not  have  any  effect  on 
the  first  run  theatres  but  will  definitely 
affect  the  subsequent  run  theatres  that 
will  have  to  face  chaotic  spread-eagling 
clearances  with  resultant  financial  dam- 
age. ...  I ask  for  an  immediate  hearing 
to  discuss  the  matter.” 


NEW  YORK — Some  independent  pro- 
ducers— among  them  Sam  Goldwyn — were 
admittedly  pleased  by  the  new  WPB  rul- 
ing that  raw  stock  allotments  would  be 
made  to  producers,  and  others  were  not. 
In  the  latter  classification  were  those  or- 
ganized during  1945.  They  have  no  allot- 
ments. Long  distance  telephone  conferences 
between  production  and  distribution  execu- 
tives began  immediately. 

United  Artists  faced  the  most  complicated 
problem.  It  is  solely  a distribution  com- 
pany, and  in  recent  months  has  taken  over 
distribution  of  a group  of  J.  Arthur  Rank’s 
British-produced  pictures. 

Barney  Balaban,  president  of  Paramount, 
whose  company  signed  distribution  agree- 
ments with  the  Hal  Wallis  and  De  Sylva 
producing  units  during  1945,  said  the  com- 
pany would  have  to  make  a study  of  the 
definition  of  an  independent  producing  unit 
before  deciding  its  course. 

RKO’s  independent  producers,  Samuel 
Goldwyn  and  Disney,  come  in  under  the 
wire  with  their  own  raw  stock  allotments, 
so  they  can  decide  how  much  of  their  foot- 
age will  be  devoted  to  prints.  Republic, 
which  has  just  signed  an  agreement  with 
Frank  Borzage,  will  allot  film  to  him;  PRC, 
which  has  independent  units,  will  likewise 
allot  to  its  units. 

In  recent  months  independent  units  have 
been  formed  rapidly  by  directors  and  stars 
on  the  coast.  Their  production  and  dis- 
tribution plans  will  hinge  on  how  much  film 
distributors  will  be  willing  to  allot  to  them 
out  of  their  curtailed  allotments,  it  was 
stated. 

Each  company  will  meet  the  situation  as 


Industrial  and  Advertising  Film 
Men  Discuss  Coming  Shortages 

WASHINGTON— The  problem  of  raw  stock 
available  for  producers  of  industrial  and 
screen  advertising  films  is  being  considered 
by  WPB  officials  and  representatives  of  the 
newly  organized  Industrial  Film  Producers 
and  Advertising  Film  Producers’  Industry 
Advisory  committees. 

The  quantity  is  expected  to  be  less  than 
before,  with  increased  demands  from  the 
military.  Both  committees  suggested  that 
equitable  distribution  could  be  best  achieved 
by  assigning  each  producer  a specified  per- 
centage of  the  amount  he  used  in  1944. 
Committee  members  stressed  that  allotment 
of  one  picture  as  against  another  could  not 
be  established,  since  almost  all  industrial 
films  and  theatrical  screen  advertising  are 
concerned  directly  with  the  war  effort  in 
that  they  further  bond  drives  and  the  like. 

Members  of  the  IFPIAC  include  James  L.  Baker, 
Pittsburgh;  Frank  Balkin,  Chicago;  Bill  Etts,  San 
Francisco;  F.  O.  Calvin,  Kansas  City;  Earl  Carpenter, 
Cleveland;  Joseph  de  Freenes,  Philadelphia;  B.  W. 
DePue,  Chicago;  J.  Handy,  Detroit;  Hugh  Jamieson, 
Dallas;  E.  J.  Lamm,  N.  Y.  City;  Arthur  H.  Loucks, 
N.  Y.  City;  Robert  C.  McKean,  N.  Y.  City;  R.  H.  Ray, 
St  Paul;  Roland  Reed,  Culver  City;  I.  R.  Rehm,  Oak 
Park,  111.;  F.  K.  Rockett,  Hollywood;  Frank  Speidell, 
W.  Y.  City;  R.  B.  Strickland,  Atlanta;  Norman  E. 
Wilding,  Chicago;  Raphael  G.  Wolff,  Hollywood; 
Harold  W.  Wondsel,  N.  Y.  City. 

Members  of  the  AFPIAC:  J.  Don  Alexander,  Colo- 
rado Springs;  Martin  Gottlieb,  N.  Y.  City;  W.  Hardy 
Hendren  jr.,  Kansas  City;  Burton  B.  Jerrel,  Des 
Moines;  William  Johnson,  New  Orleans;  Abe  C. 
Karski,  San  Francisco;  R.  B.  Strickland,  Atlanta;  W. 
Ernest  Wood,  Baltimore. 


best  it  can,  but  none  will  go  into  details 
as  to  how  this  will  be  done.  Most  of  them, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  are  still  trying  to  work 
out  arrangements. 

It  was  admitted  in  several  offices  that 
reissues,  except  on  those  for  which  prints 
have  already  been  made,  will  be  scarce  for 
some  months  to  come.  Paramount’s  “The 
Sign  of  the  Cross”  is  not  affected.  The 
prints  are  ready.  The  same  applies  to  some 
Disney  films  and  those  of  other  major  com- 
panies. Film  Classics,  which  has  elaborate 
plans  for  reissues,  in  studying  the  problem. 

It  has  been  suggested  in  some  quarters  that 
day-and-date  openings  of  new  pictures  will 
be  cut  sharply,  and  it  also  may  be  neces- 
sary to  stagger  releases  for  subsequent  runs. 
In  many  cities  where  it  has  been  the  custom 
for  second  and  third  runs  to  play  films 
day-and-date  new  arrangements  may  be 
necessary.  The  ITOA  in  New  York  has  al- 
ready protested  and  is  seeking  a conference 
with  the  WPB. 

Where  prints  have  been  made  on  backlog 
pictures,  it  is  predicted,  these  will  be  put 
into  circulation,  and  a general  reduction  of 
backlogs  is  foreseen. 

Distribution  executives  admit,  off  the  rec- 
ord, of  course,  that  estimates  of  boxoffice 
value  will  be  the  governing  rule.  Where  al- 
lotments of  raw  stock  to  independent  pro- 
ducers seem  likely  to  be  more  profitable 
than  to  their  own  product  the  independents 
will  get  it.  This  may  result  in  cuts  of  minor 
product.  Nobody  admits  these  days  that 
there  are  any  B pictures,  but  some  say  the 
lesser  As  or  low  budget  films  may  be  post- 
poned until  the  situation  clears. 


Cuts  Keep  Executives 
On  Majors'  Pay  Rolls 

HOLLYWOOD — Probably  the  most  drastic 
effect  on  independent  production  that  will 
result  from  the  slash  and  allocation  of  film 
stock  for  the  first  quarter  of  1945  will  be 
to  discourage,  temporarily  at  least,  the  grow- 
ing tendency  on  the  part  of  the  film  capi- 
tal’s Thespic  and  creative  workers  to  re- 
sign from  various  major  studios’  pay  rolls 
to  set  themselves  up  as  producers. 

Further  than  that,  Hollywood  could  see 
little  in  the  allocations  rulings,  and  the 
various  interpretations  thereon  that  have 
come  to  its  attention,  to  materially  hamper 
production  activities  any  further  than  they 
had  been  curtailed  during  1944.  Since  the 
over-all  cut  amounts  to  an  approximate  five 
per  cent  and  will  be  absorbed  principally 
by  cutting  the  number  of  release  prints, 
rather  than  through  the  husbanding  of  nega- 
tive stock,  production  schedules  should  not 
be  affected,  especially  if  they  were  estab- 
lished or  even  projected  prior  to  Jan.  1, 
1945. 

This  is  true  of  the  many  newcomers 
to  the  independent  field,  who  were  listed, 
along  with  their  plans  and  releasing  affili- 
ations, in  BOXOFFICE  of  January  13,  this 
year.  Most  of  them  had  established  a major 
outlet  for  their  planned  product. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 
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THEATRE  MEN  BREATHE  EASIER 
AS  FUEL  SITUATION  IMPROVES 


Cashes  In  on  Kerosene  Lamps 


Situation  at  Worst  From 
Cleveland  to  Albany, 

And  Areas  to  North 

NEW  YORK — Theatre  men  began  to  breath 
easier  at  midweek  as  the  weather  moderated 
and  emergency  snow  removal  measures  be- 
gan to  take  effect  in  congested  freight  yards 
south  of  the  Great  Lakes.  More  than  100 
theatres  were  completely  or  partly  closed  on 
a line  running  east  from  Cleveland  to  mid- 
Massachusetts  and  in  northern  New  York 
state. 

South  of  Albany  and  in  New  York  City, 
New  Jersey  and  southern  New  England  the 
situation  improved  rapidly.  Anthracite  began 
to  arrive  at  New  Jersey  terminals  last  Sunday 
when  1,600  carloads  were  delivered.  Bitumi- 
ous  started  coming  in  from  the  West  Vir- 
ginia area.  Ice  conditions  in  New  York  har- 
bor cleared,  enabling  barges  to  resume  de- 
liveries to  the  various  boroughs  and  up  Long 
Island  Sound  as  far  as  Boston. 

Buffalo  Still  the  Bottleneck 

Buffalo  continued  to  be  the  bottleneck  and 
snow  passed  all  records  in  the  area  from 
Buffalo  through  Syracuse  and  Rochester  to 
Albany.  From  Albany  east  to  Fitchburg, 
Mass.,  many  houses  were  closed  in  the  hili 
regions. 

Chicago  had  no  trouble.  All  theatres  were 
open  and  over  the  weekend  they  did  phe- 
nomenal business.  • 

In  spite  of  transportation  problems  film  de- 
liveries are  maintained  to  all  houses  remain- 
ing open,  according  to  officials  of  the  leading 
delivery  services. 

M&P  in  New  England  dropped  matinees  in 
some  suburban  theatres  in  order  to  cooperate 
with  local  authorities;  film  deliveries  were 
not  affected,  according  to  circuit  officials. 
From  other  sources  it  was  learned  no  theatre 
closings  had  been  necessary  in  Connecticut. 
At  Worcester,  Mass.,  the  only  house  closed 
was  the  Regent.  In  the  Boston  area  no 
theatres  were  dark;  a few  eliminated  mati- 
nees. 

In  New  York  state  the  over-all  picture  was 
a variegated  one: 

All  theatres  in  Buffalo  were  closed  Monday 
(Feb.  5)  for  one  day  under  a blanket 
emergency  order  from  Mayor  Joseph  C.  Kelly; 
probably  the  most  drastic  mandate  issued  in 
the  113  years  of  the  city’s  incorporated  his- 
tory, the  ukase  entailed  a 24-hour  cessation 
of  about  75  per  cent  of  Buffalo’s  retail  trade 
at  a time  when  the  municipality  had  but  a 
three-day  supply  of  coal. 

Albany  May  Shutter  Saturdays 

Similar  action  was  contemplated  by  Al- 
bany’s mayor;  he  considered  closing  all 
business  offices  on  Saturdays.  This  would 
automatically  have  shut  down  film  ex- 
changes, in  which  event  deliveries  would  have 
gone  out  one  day  earlier.  Ten  Fabian  houses 
in  the  Albany  area  which  shuttered  Janu- 
ary 28  were  still  closed  at  midweek  but  con- 
ferences between  municipal  officials  and 
Fabian  executives  resulted  in  reopenings  at 
the  weekend.  Fabian  houses  still  operating 
in  the  area  continued  to  receive  film  de- 
liveries promptly,  according  to  home  office 
executives.  Among  the  Fabian  theatres  shut- 
tered were:  Palace,  Grand  and  Leland,  Al- 
bany; Proctor’s,  Troy;  Proctor’s,  Plaza,  State 
and  Strand,  Schenectady;  Cohoes  and  Empire, 
Cohoes. 

In  Syracuse  all  theatres  closed  for  more 
than  a week.  Every  cinema  in  Rochester  re- 
mained dark  from  Monday  through  Thurs- 


MINNEAPOLIS — It  has  remained  for 
Harry  Hirsch,  operating  stock  burlesque  at 
the  Alvin,  to  capitalize  for  publicity  by  solv- 
ing the  problem  of  outside  theatre  illumina- 
tion, partially  at  least,  at  his  showhouse 
during  the  present  government  blackout 
period.  Hirsch  has  strung  a dozen  kero- 
sene lamps  along  his  canopy.  The  lamps 
may  not  give  out  much  light,  but  they’ve 
attracted  a lot  of  attention,  caused  con- 
siderable talk  and  excited  newspaper  at- 
tention. 

Further  attention  is  aroused  by  Hirsch  by 
using  a loudspeaker  attached  to  his  public 
address  system  in  front  of  the  theatre.  Such 
records  as  “When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again” 


day.  Thirteen  of  the  19  Warner  houses  closed 
by  mandatory  order  were  in  New  York  state 
(four  in  Albany,  three  each  in  Elmira,  Troy 
and  Utica,  respectively). 

“The  over-all  situation  seems  to  be  improv- 
ing daily,  now  that  the  worst  of  winter  is 
past.  Theatres  should  be  reopening  shortly,” 
said  an  executive  of  Warners.  “Reopening  is, 
of  course,  up  to  local  authority  and  not  to  the 
theatre.” 

Future  Flood  Menace  Looms 

Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  under  ten  feet  of  snow, 
has  had  to  close  its  four  theatres,  two  of 
them  controlled  by  the  Shea  circuit.  “If  we 
don’t  get  a break  in  the  weather  soon,  we’ll 
be  in  difficulty,”  said  one  of  the  officials  of 
that  chain.  “Due  to  the  current  railroad 
tieup  it’s  been  next  to  impossible  to  main- 
tain adequate  coal  supplies.  Film  deliveries, 
however,  have  been  satisfactory.” 

Fear  was  expressed  in  certain  quarters  re- 
garding the  growing  flood  menace  in  the 
Empire  State.  Syracuse,  it  was  pointed  out, 
had  12  feet  of  snow,  and  an  unseasonable 
thaw  would  inundate  surrounding  areas.  Sev- 
eral theatres  of  the  Schine  chain  in  upstate 
New  York  had  to  close  temporarily,  but  most 
of  them  have  since  reopened.  “The  situation 
is  changing  for  the  better,  day  by  day;  next 
week  may  see  the  lifting  of  the  last  manda- 
tory closing,”  a Schine  home  office  executive 
in  Gloversville  reported.  “Even  in  Buffalo, 
where  Smith  & Howell  had  to  impose  a five- 
day  embargo  due  to  railroad  tieups,  the 
picture  is  rosier.  The  embargo  is  now  off. 
We  suffered  no  great  inconvenience,  thanks 
to  enterprising  exchanges  sending  out  film  via 
buses  and  other  carriers.” 

N.  Y.  City  Hardly  Affected 

In  New  York  City  no  Loew  theatres  had 
to  close,  due  in  part  to  the  pooling  and  re- 
apportioning of  fuel  stockpiles.  Nor  had  the 
Brandt  circuit  felt  the  pinch  too  greatly; 
managers  heated  their  theatres  with  wood, 
using  it  sparingly  and  cutting  down  their 
coal  consumption  to  an  absolute  minimum. 
“Film  deliveries  maintained  a steady  level  of 
operation,”  a Brandt  executive  said,  “what- 
ever minor  flaws  there  were  could  be  at- 
tributed to  wartime  congestion  and  not  to 
the  current  coal  crisis.” 

The  Randforce  and  Century  circuits,  oper- 
ating in  the  NYC  metropolitan  area,  respec- 
tively, reported  none  of  their  houses  had 
been  closed,  nor  were  any  expected  to  in  the 
immediate  future,  unless  unforeseen  develop- 
ments occurred.  While  spokesmen  for  the  two 
circuits  agreed  the  fuel  situation  was  “tight,” 


are  played  to  attract  customers. 

At  the  outset,  as  far  as  can  be  deter- 
mined, the  extinguishing  of  the  theatre 
front  illuminations  didn’t  hurt  business 
downtown.  Many  managers  believe  the  bright 
lights  had  been  a considerable  magnet  to 
bring  crowds  into  the  loop  and  felt  their 
elimination  would  divert  trade  back  to  the 
neighborhoods.  The  absence  of  lights,  too, 
it  was  feared,  would  make  people  more 
wary  about  going  out  nights. 

Some  of  the  managers  now  feel,  however, 
that  the  blackout  actually  may  help  busi- 
ness by  driving  more  of  the  downtown 
crowds  off  the  sidewalks  and  streets  into 
the  theatres. 


both  felt  their  respective  chains  would  be 
able  to  continue  uninterrupted  operations. 
One  of  the  factors  promoting  an  optimistic 
outlook  was  the  mild  weather  at  midweek. 

No  Pennsylvania  Closings 

In  Pennsylvania  no  shutdown  took  place. 
The  Scranton  and  Wilkes-Barre  areas  re- 
ported all  theatres  staying  open  from  11  a. 
m.  to  11  p.  m.,  a condition  to  be  expected 
in  the  heart  of  the  nation’s  coal  belt. 

Theatres  in  West  Virginia,  Maryland  and 
Delaware  were  not  affected.  In  Cleveland 
and  Cuyahoga  County,  111  theatres,  one  bur- 
lesque house  (Roxy)  and  a legitimate  theatre 
(Hanna)  closed  last  Monday.  The  picture 
houses  comprised  91  independent  and  14  af- 
filiated theatres  in  Cleveland,  two  in  Bed- 
ford, two  in  Cuyahoga  Falls,  one  in  Chagrin 
Falls  and  one  in  Maple  Heights.  Two  of 
three  Schine  houses  in  Ohio  underwent  one- 
day  closing  due  to  a shortage  of  natural  gas. 
Cincinnati  reported  all  houses  in  operation, 
the  temporary  ban  having  been  lifted.  In 
Kentucky  a shortage  of  natural  gas  threat- 
ened to  shut  all  theatres,  but  the  embargo  was 
lifted  even  before  it  went  into  effect,  accord- 
ing to  a Schine  executive.  “Our  circuit, 
operating  approximately  150  theatres  in  six 
states,  weathered  the  storm  reasonably  well, 
although  some  of  our  houses  were  subject 
to  various  types  of  closing — partial,  complete, 
one-day,  matinee,  evening,  etc. — at  the  dis- 
crimination of  local  authorities,”  he  said. 

Exhibitors  in  the  northwest  states,  like 
their  fellow  showmen  in  Canada,  were  used 
to  cold  winters  and  prepared  for  them  well 
in  advance.  Thus  far  no  shutdown  from  lack 
of  fuel  were  reported  from  these  subfreezing 
point  areas. 


Rochester  Houses  Close  Four  Days 
After  Mayor's  Emergency  Orders 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.  — All  Rochester  thea- 
tres were  closed  four  days  this  week  under 
an  emergency  fuel  shortage  order  issued  by 
Mayor  Samuel  B.  Dicker  which  went  into  ef- 
fect last  Monday. 

Loew’s  Rochester  reported  last  Sunday’s  at- 
tendance at  more  than  25  per  cent  above 
normal.  The  RKO-Comerford  pool  reported 
“tremendous  crowds”  at  all  five  member 
theatres  in  the  city.  Most  of  the  neighbor- 
hood Schine  theatres  also  reported  larger- 
than-normal  crowds. 

During  the  emergency  shutdown,  caused 
by  upstate  rail  tieups  which  prevented  mov- 
ing of  fuel  supplies  following  continued  snow- 
storms, Rochester  theatre  operators  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  “holiday”  to  make  repairs. 
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HOLLYWOOD'S  "MAGIC  MOUNT" 
IS  SCALED  BY  FORTUNE  WRITER 


Costliest  "Canned  Goods" 
Are  Made  in  Defiance 
Of  Normal  Customs 

By  CHARLIE  HOGAN 

To  the  never-ending  amazement  of  busi- 
ness men  in  more  prosaic  industries,  Holly- 
wood today  is  sitting  on  a “magic  mountain” 
of  the  highest  earned  income  in  history  and 
there  is  little  immediate  possibility  that  any- 
thing this  side  of  a national  financial  ca- 
tastrophe will  drag  the  industry  down  from 
that  dizzying  eminence. 

This,  at  least,  is  the  conclusion  reached 
by  Fortune  magazine,  which  in  its  February 
issue  turns  its  clinical  microscope  loose  on 
the  California  purveyors  of  “the  world’s  most 
expensive  canned  goods.” 

“The  canned  goods  are  made  in  and 
around  Hollywood  and  they  are,  to  be  sure, 
a very  expensive  kind,”  Fortune  states.  “Into 
the  eight  or  nine  reels  of  a feature  pic- 
ture, tightly  curled  in  round  tin  boxes,  have 
gone  as  much  as  several  millions  worth  of 
labor,  executive  judgment,  diplomacy,  in- 
efficiency, personality,  talent  and  even 
genius.” 

The  cost  of  producing  this  luxuriant  line 
of  canned  merchandise  has  always  baffled 
observers  trained  in  ordinary  business  prac- 
tices, according  to  the  article. 

But  while  some  factors  might  tend  to  send 
costs  down,  such  as  the  present  yen  of  ac- 
tors, writers  and  directors  to  become  inde- 
pendent producers,  very  tangible  forces  are 
working  to  push  revenues  down,  according 
to  Fortune. 

Plow  Back  the  Profits 

The  industry  cannot  expect  any  postwar 
boom  because  its  products  have  already  been 
sold  during  these  war  boom  days.  It  is 
estimated  that  grosses  have  skyrocketed  from 
$650,000,000  in  1939  to  considerably  above  a 
billion  dollars  and  “only  a rash  showman 
would  count  on  anything  like  today’s  gross 
in  the  postwar  world.” 

“To  Wall  Street,  motion  picture  manufac- 
turing has  never  realized  its  potential  earn- 


DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK 

He  spent  the  most  on  one  picture. 


ing  power  because  it  has  been  forced  to  spend 
its  profits  as  costs,”  the  writer  says.  “In 
profit  per  dollar  of  invested  capital,  indeed, 
the  motion  picture  industry  has  trailed  be- 
hind autos,  chain  variety  stores,  chemicals, 
office  machinery  and  five  other  ^industries.” 

Because  three-quarters  of  a picture’s  pro- 
duction costs  are  accounted  for  by  salaries 
and  because  the  industry  decided  many 
years  ago  that  in  its  extremely  risky  busi- 
ness of  trying  to  please  everybody  the  star 
was  the  best  boxoffice  insurance,  studios 
began  bidding  for  the  services  of  talent  pos- 
sessed of  an  often  mysterious  power  of  pull- 
ing in  the  paying  public. 

Pay  Rolls  Zoom  Higher 

Thus  it  was  relatively  unimportant  whether 
some  file  clerk  in  Omaha  could  really  act 
or  whether  a play  was  “good”  dramatically. 
The  primary  goal  was  to  pull  as  many  peo- 
ple into  the  theatres  as  possible;  the  star 
system  did  it  and  thus  the  salary  merry-go- 
round  swung  into  motion.  As  stars’  salaries 
soared  those  of  producers  rose  higher,  on 
the  broad  general  principal  that  the  boss 
ought  to  get  more  than  the  fellow  he  hires. 

This  bidding  reached  into  all  levels  of 
picture  production  so  that  last  year  the 
total  Hollywood  pay  roll  climbed  up  to 
around  $200,000,000,  with  the  bulk  of  this 
enormous  outlay  going  to  fewer  than  18,000 
regular  employes. 

Fortune  points  out  that  with  the  industry’s 
ingrained  love  for  lavish  spending  stimu- 
lated by  the  wartime  boom  in  wages  and 
demands  for  entertainment  organized  labor 
is  now  insisting  on  a bigger  share  in  this 
huge  Hollywood  “nut.” 

“The  situation  is  one  of  the  oddest  in 
history,”  the  writer  continues.  “Practically 
everybody  in  the  industry  save  executives 
and  producers  belongs  to  one  of  42  different 
craft  unions,  mostly  AFL,  the  rest  inde- 
pendent.” 

All  are  tightly  organized,  most  enjoy  closed 
shops  and  now  even  office  workers  who 
have  been  paid  standard  wages  are  after 
more.  Story  costs  are  rising. 

“It  looks  as  if  all  movie  employes  would 
get  their  places  on  the  magic  mountain  as 
high  above  their  counterparts  in  the  nether 
world  as  executives  and  creative  folk  are 
above  theirs.” 

With  expensive  talent  as  the  chief  raw 
material  the  making  of  a picture  is  bound 
to  be  expensive  and  even  in  the  minor  stu- 
dios or  the  units  in  major  studios  where 
stereotyped  quickies  and  westerns  are  ground 
out  production  cannot  be  put  on  a strictly 
factory  basis,  according  to  Fortune.  There 
are  scores  of  chances  to  run  up  expenses. 

Most  of  these,  such  as  color,  are  consid- 
ered as  “insurance.”  Once  a production  is 
set  time  becomes  all-important  because  ex- 
penses go  on  whether  shooting  does  or  not. 

Big  Five’s  Extensive  Holdings 

And  as  these  costs  whirl  in  what  Fortune 
terms  a “charmed  and  charming  circle”  the 
most  important  of  many  other  uncertainties 
facing  the  producer  derives  from  the  fact 
that  the  industry  is  not  clearly  divided  into 
production,  distribution  and  exhibition. 

The  so-called  “Big  Five”  companies  own 
or  control  2,600  of  the  nation’s  strategic 
theatres  and,  before  the  war,  garnered  two- 
thirds  of  total  film  rentals. 

This  “vertical  trustification,”  according  to 
the  magazine,  has  led  to  past  abuses  in 
allocating  films,  brought  protests  from  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  and  is  the  basis  for  the 
present  department  of  justice  action  to  force 


Magazine  Tells  How  Film 
Producers  Plow  Back 
Profits  on  Pictures 

complete  divorce  of  production  and  distri- 
bution. 

“A  divorce  might  well  put  the  emphasis 
on  reducing  studio  expenses  because  it 
would  deprive  the  studio  of  a measure  of 
security,”  Fortune  declares.  “Darryl  Zanuck 
spent  more  than  $4,000,000  producing  ‘Wilson’ 
and  perhaps  another  million  advertising  it. 
It  was  the  most  expensive  production  of  all 
time,  yet  was  as  great  a gamble  as  a Betty 
Grable  picture  is  surefire  ...  ‘If  it  had 
not  been  for  our  theatres,’  admits  Zanuck,  ‘I 
TMould  have  had  a very  difficult  time.  They 
gave  us  the  chance  to  exploit  the  picture 
as  no  independent  will.’  ” 

Divorce  Might  Not  Work 

Fortune  points  out  further  that  divorce 
might  tend  to  eliminate  double  features 
which  were  originated  by  independent  ex- 
hibitors who  could  not  get  all  the  first  run 
pictures. 

“Like  a symphony  conductor  a good  di- 
rector cannot  make  a bad  creation  good  and 
he  can  make  a good  one  sound  rather  medi- 
ocre; but  he  can  do  a lot  to  rescue  a medi- 
ocre piece  and  make  a good  one  sound  very 
good,”  the  article  states  and  points  out  that 
the  direction  of  Leo  McCarey  was  largely 
responsible  for  making  “Going  My  Way” 
produce  rentals  of  $12,000,000  on  an  expendi- 
ture of  $1,000,000. 

“Yet  when  an  industry  elevates  its  pay 
far  above  that  of  the  rest  of  the  economy  it 
encourages  forces  contributing  to  its  de- 
cline,” the  article  concludes.  “The  fact  still 
remains  that  the  system  of  bidding  up  sal- 
aries with  the  bidders’  own  salaries  rising 
proportionately  has  resulted  in  a super-ele- 
vated concentration  of  income. 

“The  critical  question  which  nobody  can 
yet  answer  is  whether  the  greatest  amuse- 
ment business  in  the  world’s  history  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  forces  and  trends  that  have 
shaped  less  glamorous  enterprises.” 


LEO  McCAREY 

He  got  the  biggest  return  per  dollar. 
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Ttftett  cutd  Svenfo 


By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 


Republic  After  Names 

J^EPUBLIC  is  about  to  go  in  for  big 
budget  pictures  in  an  important  way. 
The  signing  of  Frank  Borzage  as  head  of 
his  independent  unit  to  make  pictures 
costing  $1,500,000  or  more  with  him  in 
sole  charge  of  story  selection  and  all  other 
production  details  is  the  first  among  sev- 
eral deals  of  this  kind  in  work. 

Republic  went  after  first  run  key  city 
playing  time  with  “Flying  Tigers,”  “Fight- 
ing SeaBees,”  “Lake  Placid  Serenade”  and 
“Brazil”  and  found  the  grosses  dwarfed 
most  of  the  lesser  product.  It  has  two 
more — “Earl  Carrolls  Vanities”  and  “Flame 
of  the  Barbary  Coast” — on  the  way,  with 
great  expectations. 

Now  it  is  after  outstanding  producer  and 
star  names  among  the  budding  independ- 
ents and  expects  to  make  more  announce- 
ments in  a few  weeks. 

* * * 

Feeling  Industry  Pulse 

piCK  a receipe  out  of  any  cook  book — so 
much  flour,  so  much  sugar,  so  much 
butter,  etc. — and  turn  it  over  to  Sunshine 
biscuits  and  you’ll  get  the  same  kind  of 
cake  every  time.  Give  the  same  things  to 
any  housewife,  and  the  cake  will  be  dif- 
ferent every  time — some  good  and  some 
bad. 

Something  of  the  same  idea  affects  films. 
The  most  likely  looking  story,  the  per- 
fected script,  the  top  cast,  and  a successful 
director  can  be  assembled.  When  the  film 
is  cut  it  may  be  a hit,  or  something  else. 
At  times  a cutter  can  supply  the  missing 
ingredient. 

This  being  the  case,  when  Dr.  George 
Gallup  invades  Hollywood  with  a surefire 
system  for  testing  scripts  and  ideas  on  the 
public  he  will  probably  be  greeted  with  a 
blank  stare.  The  spark  of  enthusiasm,  or 
genius,  or  luck  that  makes  a picture  can’t 
be  measured  in  advance.  Often  it  can’t  be 
explained  in  retrospect. 

He  can  probably  measure  audience  in- 
actions scientifically,  report  on  “sales  pen- 
etration”— the  effects  of  advertising — and 

whatnot,  but ! 

* * * 

New  Color  Effects 

^•HOSE  who  have  seen  “National  Velvet” 
have  been  struck  by  the  soft  beauty  of 
color  on  some  of  the  landscapes,  the  har- 
mony on  some  of  the  interiors  and  the  nat- 
ural makeup.  Here  is  how  it  was  done, 
according  to  Technicolor’s  “What's  Hap- 
pening in  Hollywood”: 

“Clarence  Brown,  who  has  been  direct- 
ing for  20  years,  with  Leonard  Smith  as 
his  photographer,  explored  the  values  to 
be  obtained  by  natural  light  sources;  for 
example,  the  interior  of  a cottage  lighted 
only  by  kerosene  lamps,  the  light  of  the 
moon  on  a cold  wintry  night  and  the 
effect  of  overcast  skies  on  a landscape. 
These  are  subtle  but  important  factors, 
considered  in  relation  to  the  rural  Eng- 
lish setting  of  the  story. 


“Makeup  has  always  been  a troublesome 
problem  in  color,  but  Mr.  Brown  decided 
to  settle  it  by  using  none  at  all  on  his  prin- 
cipal characters,  and  was  rewarded  by  the 
entrancing  appeal  of  Jackie  Jenkins’ 
freckles  in  their  natural  bloom.  Quiet  and 
dun-colored  for  the  most  part,  the  picture 
flashes  into  brilliance  in  the  final  Grand 
National  steeplechase,  where  the  silks  of 
the  jockeys,  the  costumes  of  the  spectators, 
the  pennants,  and  gay  trappings  accent 
the  thrill  of  the  big  race.” 

* * * 

Wants  Two  Sets  of  Titles 

gETTY  LLOYD-JOHNSTONE  of  the  Of- 
fice of  Strategic  Services  recently  pre- 
sented a paper  before  the  SMPE  in  which 
she  urged  that  superimposed  titles  for  for- 
eign markets  should  have  one  set  in  the 
native  language  and  another  in  basic  Eng- 
lish. The  idea,  she  says,  would  stimulate 
interest  in  learning  English.  Recently  pro- 
ducers have  discovered  that  native  lan- 
guage dialog  is  a tremendous  draw  in  those 
countries  where  a large  percentage  of  the 
population  CAN'T  READ. 

* * * 

New  Abbott-Costello  Gag 

QNE  of  the  funniest  new  gags  in  a long 
time  has  been  worked  into  Abbott  and 
Costello’s  “Here  Come  the  Co-Eds.”  It’s 
really  something  to  write  home  about. 
Costello  goes  to  work  on  an  oyster  stew 
with  one  of  those  salad  spoons  with  holes 
in  it.  He  holds  a cracker  over  the  stew 
and  an  oyster  leaps  up  and  bites  it.  Finally 
he  bends  his  tie  pin  and  fishes  for  it. 
Abbott  plays  his  side  of  it  straight.  At  a 
recent  preview  at  the  RKO  58th  Street 
Theatre  an  audience  howled. 


NEW  YORK  SENSATION— Seldom  has 
a new  star  attracted  so  much  attention 
as  has  Lauren  Bacall.  It  took  a solid 
phalanx  of  policemen  to  get  her  out  of 
Grand  Central  Station.  Warners  are 
cashing  in  on  the  publicity  for  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not.” 


Some  Thoughts  on  | 
Documentaries 

Dear  Mr.  Jerauld: 

Documentary  films,  as  I have  discovered 
after  a closeness  to  them  for  more  than 
three  years,  supplemented  by  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  the  film  trade  press  and  else- 
where, are  “here  to  stay.”  That  gratifies 
this  documentarian  no  end,  even  though 
I tilt  my  eyebrow  at  some  of  the  product 
being  palmed  off  as  documentaries. 

Not  every  low  budget,  stilted  factual 
film  with  an  axe  to  grind  is  necessarily  a 
documentary.  Which  brings  me  up  to  my 
point,  viz:  if  it’s  “here  to  stay,”  the  docu- 
mentary must  have  a “here”  in  which  to 
stay.  Specifically,  there  is  enough  of  a 
public  to  support  a documentary  theatre. 
At  least,  that  is  the  net  result  of  my  stud- 
ied opinion,  and  my  years  as  a publicist, 
motion  picture  operator  (Stanley  Theatre 
and  55th  Street  Playhouse),  and  producer 
— “One  Inch  from  Victory,”  with  Quentin 
Reynolds,  and  “What  Price  Italy?”  in  this 
specialized  field  have  given  me  no  small 
knowledge  of  the  subject. 

Rate  Their  Own  Showcase? 

However,  as  I may  be  too  close  to  the 
woods  to  see  the  trees,  I am  submitting 
the  suggestion  to  you  and  to  your  readers, 
because  your  column  is  a valuable  sound- 
ing board  for  trends  and  innovations. 

Question:  In  the  manner  of  the  popular 
newsreels  and  short  subjects  theatres,  do 
documentaries  rate  their  own  showcase? 

What  purpose  could  such  a theatre  (or 
chain)  designed  for  documentary  films  ex- 
clusively serve?  Well,  they  could  be  a 
“proving  ground”  or  spring  board  for  fac- 
tual films.  They  would  also  help  to  win- 
now out  the  shoddy  or  spurious  documen- 
taries. Lay  the  ground  work  for  national 
exploitation  of  these  documentaries  that 
pass  muster.  Give  a seal  of  approval  to 
guide  the  general  exhibitor.  Enable  audi- 
ences to  keep  posted,  without  seeing  fea- 
ture films  over  again. 

Most  of  all,  such  a theatre  would  de- 
velop a loyal  public,  adults  as  well  as  young 
folk  of  all  ages,  for  intelligent  documen- 
taries that  may  otherwise  be  lost  in  the 
shuffle,  thrown  upon  the  mercies  of  trade 
distribution.  The  audience  would  get  a 
maximum  return  in  information  for  a min- 
imum investment  of  time  and  money. 

Operation  of  such  a new  and  novel  the- 
atre entails  certain  responsibilities.  The 
exhibitor  should  have  a comprehensive  so- 
cial outlook,  lest  he  narrow  down  his  selec- 
tions to  suit  one  set  of  prejudices. 

Mindful  of  all  the  above  factors,  I am 
nonetheless  determined  to  open  the  first 
all-documentary  playhouse.  I am  willing 
to  back  my  judgment,  but  naturally  I’d 
like  to  have  my  opinion  substantiated  by 
others.  So,  I hope  that  your  worthy  read- 
ers will  crowd  around  my  boxoffice  and 
echo  that  famous  greeting  of  Bugs  Bunny, 
“Hi,  Doc!” 

Sincerely, 

Noel  Meadow. 


26 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


M-G-M  ’s 


*lth 

' U">'  *Dlt« 


BIGGEST  LITTLE 
STAR-M*G*M’s 
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Isn’t  it  wonderful  that  she  follows 
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Red  Cross  War  Fund  Week — March  15-21 


Mexico  City  Studios 
Cut  Into  Production 


FOR  YOUR  FILES — It’s  too  late  to  introduce  this  into  the  current  March  of 
Dimes  campaign,  but  it’s  worth  keeping  for  next  year.  Jane  Beere,  five,  of  Malverne, 
L.  I.,  deposits  her  dime  in  the  heart  box.  She  recovered  from  infantile  paralysis. 
Ben  Mindlin,  manager  of  Century’s  Valley  Stream  Theatre,  arranged  the  stunt, 
and  it  went  pretty  close  to  the  hearts  of  many  parents. 


By  DON  PEPE 

MEXICO  CITY — Of  course  the  most  im- 
portant news  in  Mexico  at  the  moment  is 
the  rationing  of  raw  film.  Even  with  this 
rationing,  Mexican  studios  are  planning  to 
produce  60  pictures  in  1945.  That’s  a lower 
figure  than  last  year’s,  but  not  considered 
bad,  under  the  circumstances. 

Next  to  the  rationing  question,  in  order 
of  importance,  were  the  presentation  of 
Metro’s  “Gaslight”  and  20th-Fox’s  “Song 
of  Bernadette”  in  the  Spanish  language. 
After  the  natural  surprise  of  not  recogniz- 
ing the  real  artists’  voices,  both  pictures 
were  well  received  by  the  public.  Metro 
announces  that  all  future  prints  for  Mexico 
and  Latin-America  will  be  dubbed  into  Span- 
ish, which  would  in  a way  threaten  our 
ever-popular  native  productions. 

Mexico’s  Scenery  Unsurpassed 

However,  there  is  one  thing  that  can 
never  be  dubbed  in  Hollywood,  and  that  is 
our  natural  scenery  and  backgrounds.  As 
proof  of  this  assertion,  Paramount’s  di- 
rector and  camera  crew  are  shooting  in- 
serts and  atmospheric  scenes  for  “Mas- 
querade in  Mexico,”  doubling  here  Dorothy 
Lamour  and  our  own  Arturo  de  Cordova’s 
work  in  Hollywood.  If  this  keeps  up,  it 
might  figure  out  a fair  exchange! 

Stages  and  other  buildings  of  the  new 
studios  are  going  up  fast  and  are  expected 
to  be  finished  in  the  next  few  months. 
Don  Jose  Calderon  is  now  in  Los  Angeles, 
making  arrangements  for  equipment  for  the 
new  Mexico  Studios,  construction  on  which 
will  be  started  soon.  So  we  can  truthfully 
say  that  Mexico’s  film  industry  is  like  the 
March  of  Time — it  just  marches  on! 

Local  newsreels  had  an  opportunity  to 
show  their  timely  work  in  the  recent  ap- 
palling air  tragedy  which  cost  so  many 
lives.  The  day  after  the  terrible  accident, 
a newsreel  was  presented  at  all  leading 
houses,  showing  several  scenes  in  which  the 
late  Russian  ambassador,  one  of  those  killed, 
had  appeared. 

As  film  was  first  made  available  to  print 
copies  of  finished  productions,  there  is  no 
lack  of  new  pictures  and  Spanish-speak- 
ing publics  in  the  United  States  will  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  their  favorite  entertainment. 

Another  accident  which,  fortunately,  did 
not  result  in  tragedy,  was  the  falling  of 
part  of  the  structure  of  a new  gigantic 
theatre  being  erected  on  the  famous  Paseo 
de  la  Reforma,  where  we  already  have  one 
of  the  best  houses,  called  Chapultepec,  at 
the  entrance  to  the  beautiful  park  of  the 
same  name. 

Studios  Gamble  on  “Lottery” 

Getting  back  to  the  raw  stock  situation, 
two  of  our  good  friends  brought  the  bad 
news  that  raw  material  would  be  rationed 
and  greatly  reduced  this  year.  After  many 
talks  it  was  found  that  film  sufficient  for 
only  five  pictures  a month  would  be  al- 
lowed, so  the  Mexican  producers  appointed 
a committee  to  select  the  five  chosen  ones 
to  produce  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year. 

All  producers  are  hopeful  that  they  will 
win  in  this  “lottery,”  but  first  sufficient 
film  is  to  be  allotted  to  producers  who  have 
been  unable  to  send  out  prints  for  the  lack 
of  same.  This  is  a very  vital  matter  to 
all  the  industry,  as  the  reduction  of  raw 
material  will  naturally  decrease  all  other 
work  proportionately. 

As  to  new  productions,  so  far  the  out- 
standing film  seems  to  be  “Amok”  based 
on  another  story  of  the  author  of  last  year’s 
“Dona  Barbara.”  In  both  pictures  that  out- 
standing star,  Maria  Felix,  plays  the  leading 
role. 


RKO  Campaigns  Are  Set 
For  February  Openings 

NEW  YORK — Terry  Turner,  head  of  RKO 
Radio’s  exploitation  staff,  went  to  St.  Louis 
to  arrange  for  advance  campaigns  on  the 
openings  of  two  of  the  company’s  pictures 
slated  for  February  14  and  20,  respectively. 

Turner  stopped  off  in  Chicago  to  confer 
with  Dick  Powell  on  his  personal  appearance 
tour  in  connection  with  the  opening  of  “Mur- 
der, My  Sweet!”  set  for  February  20  at  the 
Fox  in  St.  Louis.  From  Chicago,  Turner 
went  directly  to  St.  Louis  to  set  up  the  ad- 
vance campaigns  of  “The  Body  Snatcher,” 
starring  Boris  Karloff,  scheduled  for  Febru- 
ary 14  at  the  Missouri  Theatre. 

Following  the  opening  at  the  Missouri,  Tur- 
ner will  be  joined  by  Powell,  and  they  will  go 
to  Chicago  for  a personal  appearance  engage- 
ment at  the  RKO  Palace,  February  22.  After 
a broadcast  in  New  York,  Powell  is  scheduled 
for  personal  appearances  in  Milwaukee, 
February  27;  at  the  Riverside,  Cincinnati, 
February  28;  Dayton,  March  1,  and  Indian- 
apolis, March  2. 

Disney's  Quarterly  Net 
Indicates  an  Increase 

NEW  YORK  — A net  income  of  $371,000, 
before  provisions  for  taxes  and  year-end  ad- 
justments, was  shown  by  Walt  Disney  Pro- 
ductions for  the  13-week  period  ending  Dec. 
30,  1944.  This  compares  with  a net  of  $139,000 
for  the  corresponding  period  in  the  previous 
year. 

An  increase  was  made  in  the  last  quarter 
of  1944  of  $92,991  in  net  current  and  working 
assets,  as  a result  of  an  increase  of  $386,- 
523  in  current  assets  and  a decrease  of  $6,468 
in  current  liabilities. 

Elected  to  the  board  of  directors  by  the  pre- 
ferred stockholders  were  George  E.  Jones  and 
Harry  E.  Edington.  Edna  F.  Disney  was 
elected  to  the  board  by  the  common  stock- 
holders. Re-elected  were  Walter  E.  Disney, 
Roy  O.  Disney  and  Gunther  R.  Lessing. 


Release  Canadian  Short 

NEW  YORK — Walter  O.  Gutlohn,  Inc.,  af- 
filiate of  International  Theatrical  and  Tele- 
vision Corp.,  will  distribute  “Let’s  All  Sing 
Together,”  novelty  16mm  musical  short  pro- 
duced by  the  National  Film  Board  of  Canada. 


Variety  of  Michigan 
To  Aid  Hospital  Fund 

DETROIT — Tenth  anniversary  dinner  of 
the  Variety  of  Michigan,  held  here  in  the 
Latin  Quarter,  attended  by  900  with  a turn- 
away  of  more  than  2,000,  was  sparked  by 
announcement  that  the  organization  will 
sponsor  the  fund  drive  for  the  Leon  M. 
Levi  Hospital  for  arthritics  at  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.  David  M.  Idzal,  Fox  Theatre  manag- 
ing director,  is  chairman  of  this  commit- 
tee. 

Practically  all  leading  exhibitors  and  other 
filmites,  as  well  as  outstanding  film  fig- 
ures from  the  home  offices  and  other  points 
in  the  east,  attended  the  dinner.  An  award 
for  distinguished  service  in  all  war  effort 
drives  was  presented  to  Edward  C.  Beatty, 
Butterfield  circuit  president  and  state  WAC 
chairman. 

Mayor  Edward  J.  Jeffries  jr.,  paid  tribute 
to  Sen.  Arthur  Vandenberg  of  Michigan  and 
the  latter  spoke  for  half  an  hour,  outlin- 
ing his  stand  on  postwar  settlements  and 
foreign  relations.  The  speech  was  reported 
by  press  services,  covered  by  newsreels  and 
put  on  an  NBC  hookup,  as  well  as  short 
wave  for  rebroadcast  to  the  troops  abroad, 
as  well  as  Allied  countries. 

Among  those  present  were  John  J.  Ma- 
loney, Steve  Broidy,  Harry  Thomas,  Roy 
Haines,  Leonard  Goldenson,  Allen  Usher, 
Edward  Hyman,  Max  Fellerman,  Tom  Con- 
nors, Jack  Lorentz,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Nat 
Levy,  Sol  Schwartz,  Harry  Gold  and  Rube 
Jackter.  Earl  J.  Hudson,  United  Detroit 
Theatres  president,  was  toastmaster,  follow- 
ing an  introduction  by  Arvid  Kantor,  man- 
ager of  National  Screen  Service. 

Others  on  the  dais  included  Jack  Flynn, 
M-G-M  division  manager;  Harold  Robinson, 
Film  Truck  Service;  Alex  Schreiber,  Asso- 
ciated Theatres  head;  William  Carlson, 
Carlson  Studios;  Charles  Perry,  Adams  The- 
atre manager;  Idzal,  and  James  F.  Sharkey, 
Cooperative  Theatres  film  buyer. 


Gargan's  Next  Is  "Over  Exposed" 

William  Gargan’s  next  starring  vehicle  at 
Paramount  will  be  “Over  Exposed,”  an  orig- 
inal yarn  by  Bills  Pine  and  Thomas. 
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Tele  to  "Move  Up," 

J.  L.  Fly  Predicts 

NEW  YORK — Television  will  “move  up- 
stairs”— meaning  up  to  the  ultra  high  fre- 
quencies recently  allotted  for  experimental 
work — possibly  within  five  years — and  will 
stay  there,  said  James  L.  Fly,  former  chair- 
man of  the  FCC,  before  the  Television  Press 
Club  at  its  monthly  luncheon. 

Replying  to  questions,  he  said  all  television 
sets  sold  in  the  meantime  would  then  be- 
come obsolete.  He  also  predicted  that  future 
television  sets  would  combine  standard  broad- 
casting, FM  and  television,  because  it  wasn’t 
logical  to  assume  that  three  different  sets 
could  be  installed  in  the  average  living  room. 
When  television  “moves  up,”  he  said,  it  prob- 
ably would  be  able  to  produce  pictures  in  full 
color. 

Fly  recommended  study  of  the  recent  FCC 
allocations  to  all  interested  in  radio  in  any 
of  its  forms,  because,  he  said,  it  was  the  most 
constructive,  far-reaching  effort  thus  far 
made  to  make  development  possible.  In  this 
connection  he  defended  the  commission’s 
stand  in  favor  of  putting  FM  into  higher 
frequencies  immediately.  He  pointed  out  that 
FM  had  developed  problems  with  its  present 
frequencies  which  would  be  eliminated  by  the 
change. 

Opportunities  in  Upper  Strata 

Fly  said  there  were  opportunities  for  “tre- 
mendous achievements”  in  the  upper  portions 
of  the  spectrum  above  500,000  kilocycles  and 
that  tubes  were  being  developed  rapidly  to 
take  care  of  these  frequencies. 

In  reply  to  questions  he  refused  to  com- 
ment on  the  wisdom  of  commercial  develop- 
ment of  television  on  its  present  frequencies. 

Ralph  K.  Austrian,  executive  vice-presi- 
dent of  RKO  Television  Corp.,  said  the  time 
had  come  for  television  stations  and  set 
manufacturers  to  consider  the  problem  of 
selling  receivers  to  the  public.  Years  ago, 
he  said,  when  he  was  trying  to  sell  radio  sets 
in  a department  he  had  to  pay  the  local 
broadcasting  station  to  stay  on  the  air  long 
enough  to  demonstrate  the  sets  to  customers. 
To  prevent  a repetition  of  this  in  the  develop- 
ment stages  of  television  he  suggested  that 
broadcasters  buy  film  programs  for  local  use. 
The  expense  could  be  shared  between  the 
broadcasters  and  the  set  manufacturers,  he 
said. 

John  F.  Royle,  vice-president  of  NBC;  Gil- 
bert Seldes,  CBS;  Robert  D.  Tree,  Mutual;  Dr. 
Allen  B.  DuMont,  Paul  Conlon  and  George 
Lewis  of  DuMont  Television  Laboratories,  and 
James  R.  Poppele,  president  of  the  Television 
Broadcasters  Ass’n,  were  among  the  guests. 


“Subscription  System"  Advanced 
As  of  Boxoffice  Value  to  Video 

NEW  YORK — The  best  way  to  increase  the 
boxoffice  value  of  television  is  to  introduce  a 
“subscription  system”  whereby  sets  equipped 
with  a “scrambling  device”  would  receive 
certain  programs,  says  Arthur  Levey,  presi- 
dent of  Scophony  Corp.  of  America.  He  was 
echoing  a recent  statement  of  J.  J.  Nance, 
vice-president  of  Zenith  Radio  Corp.,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Last  fall,  Levey  said  that  Scophony  was 
surveying  the  possibility  of  increasing  the 
boxoffice  value  of  television,  adding  he 
thought  it  would  constitute  an  additional 
source  of  revenue  for  film  distributors.  He 
stated  the  “subscription”  radio  device,  utiliz- 
ing the  Scophony  patented  “scrambling” 
technique,  was  the  invention  of  Dr.  A.  H. 
Rosenthal,  physicist  and  director  of  research 
for  Scophony.  The  devices,  he  added  fur- 
ther, would  enable  the  television  broadcaster 
to  gauge  accurately  the  size  of  his  audience. 

“Scophony  believes  subscription  radio  prob- 
ably will  prove  a substantial  factor  in  solv- 
ing television’s  economic  problem,”  said  Levey 


COALS  TO  NEWCASTLE  — Managing 
Director  Herman  Landwehr  of  the  Cap- 
itol, New  York,  offered  a prize  to  anyone 
guessing  within  a dollar  the  weight  of 
Marilyn  Maxwell  in  dimes.  Then,  to  show 
how  easy  it  was,  he  guessed  her  correct 
weight.  Her  weight  120  pounds  or — with 
dimes  weighing  210  to  the  pound — $360 
and  a nice  round  figure,  it  is!  His  prize — 
a pass  to  the  Capitol!  Here  the  M-G-M 
singing  starlet  pins  a March  of  Dimes 
badge  on  Landwehr  while  Manager  James 
J.  Kolbeck  looks  on. 


Singing  Starlet  Throws 
Her  Weight  Into  Drive 

NEW  YORK — When  Managing  Director 
Herman  Landwehr  of  the  Capitol  asked 
M-G-M’s  young  singing  actress  Marilyn  Max- 
well what  her  weight  was,  she  replied  with  a 
smile:  “That’s  my  business.”  But,  as  her 
business  was  also  to  help  the  March  of  Dimes, 
she  volunteered  to  reveal  her  weight  if  the 
theatre  would  match  it  in  dimes.  Landwehr 
offered  a pass  to  anyone  guessing  within  a 
dollar  of  Marilyn’s  weight,  dimes  weighing 
210  to  the  pound. 

Believe  it  or  not,  Landwehr  guessed  closest 
of  any  contestant,  and  won  himself — a pass. 
Oh,  yes,  Marilyn  weighs  120  pounds,  and, 
with  her  compact — 40  cents  additional. 


this  week,  “and  we  contemplate  supplying 
subscribers  with  the  latest  model  of  the 
Scophony  home  television  receiver  successful- 
ly demonstrated  in  London  in  1939.  This  set 
actually  shows  a picture  24  inches  by  20 
inches  in  size,  comparable  to  the  16mm  home 
projector.” 

Referring  to  television’s  use  by  the  film 
industry,  Levey  said: 

“Barney  Balaban  and  Paul  Raibourn  of 
Paramount,  realizing  television  will  be  the 
mass  entertainment  of  the  future  and  there- 
fore have  a profound  effect  upon  all  show 
business,  purchased  a substantial  interest  in 
Scophony  Corp.  of  America  and  its  patented 
Supersonic  and  Skiatron  television  systems. 
This  was  an  insurance  policy  for  stockholders 
of  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.  Another  major 
film  company,  20th-Fox,  through  General 
Precision  Equipment  Corp.,  has  wisely  fol- 
lowed that  lead.” 


Gets  Scrivening  Chore  on  “Anna" 

Talbot  Jennings  has  been  assigned  the 
scrivening  chore  on  20th-Fox’s  “Anna  and 
the  King  of  Siam.” 


The  NT  Leaders  Study 
Theatre  Problems 

LOS  ANGELES — Television’s  possible  place 
in  the  exhibition  field  of  the  future,  the 
consent  decree  and  probably  further  gov- 
ernment antitrust  and  divorcement  action, 
and  the  possibility  of  establishing  a theatre 
chain  in  Mexico  highlighted  the  subjects 
discussed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  National 
Theatre  divisional  presidents,  home  officer 
and  other  executives.  Charles  P.  Skouras, 
NT  president,  presided  at  the  three  days 
of  business  conferences. 

Among  the  other  speakers  were  Spyros 
Skouras,  president  of  20th-Fox;  George 
Skouras,  who  recently  returned  from  a gov- 
ernment mission  to  Greece;  Otto  Koegel, 
attorney  for  20th-Fox,  and  Ben  Kalmen- 
son,  head  of  Warner  sales  department. 

Attending  the  huddles  were  H.  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, president,  and  Vern  Touchett  of 
Fox  Wisconsin,  Milwaukee;  F.  H.  Ricket- 
son,  president  of  Fox  Intermountain,  Den- 
ver; Dan  Michalove,  vice-president  of  NT, 
New  York;  Elmer  Rhoden,  president,  and 
Lon  Cox,  Fox  Midwest,  Kansas  City;  Frank 
E.  Newman,  president  of  Evergreen  circuit, 
and  John  Hamrick,  A1  Rosenberg,  A1  Finke 
and  Roy  Brown,  Seattle;  H.  V.  Sturdivant, 
northern  California  supervisor,  and  George 
Milner,  Richard  Spier,  and  Charles  Thall, 
Fox  West  Coast,  San  Francisco;  George 
Bowser,  general  manager  of  FWC,  Los  An- 
geles, and  Andy  Krappman,  southern  Cali- 
fornia supervisor,  FWC,  Los  Angeles. 

Third  Paramount  Sales 
Meet  Held  in  Kaycee 

KANSAS  CITY— Third  of  a series  of  dis- 
trict sales  meetings  being  conducted  by 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  distribution,  got  under  way 
at  the  Hotel  Muehlebach  here  Monday  with 
a luncheon  for  local  exhibitors  being  held  on 
Tuesday. 

Attending  were  George  A.  Smith,  western 
division  manager;  J.  J.  Donohue,  central  di- 
vision manager;  Ralph  C.  LiBeau,  district 
manager;  branch  managers,  salesmen  and 
head  bookers  of  St.  Louis,  Des  Moines  and 
Kansas  City,  and  James  Castle,  district  ad- 
vertising representative. 

R.  M.  Gillham,  advertising  and  publicity 
director,  and  Claude  Lee,  director  of  public 
relations,  are  in  the  home  office  group  with* 
Reagan.  The  home  office  executives  left  on 
Wednesday  for  Dallas  to  inaugurate  meetings 
in  the  central  division,  which  will  include  ses- 
sions in  Chicago  and  Cleveland.  Division 
Manager  Donohue  will  accompany  Reagan  to 
the  central  division  meetings. 

Republic  District  Heads 
Look  Into  Production 

HOLLYWOOD — Arriving  at  Republic  stu- 
dio for  observation  of  production  methods 
was  the  second  group  of  four  members  of 
the  company’s  national  sales  force.  James 
R.  Grainger,  sales  chief,  proposed  the  idea 
to  acquaint  branch  managers  with  studio 
operations  for  more  effective  selling  in  the 
field.  The  quartet  on  the  lot  included  Dis- 
trict Managers  Jack  Davis  of  Boston,  Sam 
Gorrell  of  Cleveland,  Sidney  Lehman  of 
Pittsburgh  and  William  Grant  of  Minne- 
apolis. 


“Bell"  Tolls  at  Pop  Prices 

NEW  YORK— “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls” 
will  open  its  first  regular  popular  priced  en- 
gagement during  Washington’s  Birthday 
week,  in  about  60  key  spots  selected  for  their 
strategic  value  throughout  the  country.  Gen- 
eral release  of  the  Paramount  production  for 
popular  priced  engagements  will  follow. 
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ON  GUARD! 


For  instance ...  LEO’S  NEWEST 
GROUP  IS  CLICKING  MERRILY! 


Myrua — 
your  money-earner ! 


Rialto  Theatre  sold  its  thrills! 


Margaret  O’Brien  Jose  Iturhi 


Jimmy  Durante  June  Allyson 


OH  JOY!  POWELL  AND  LOY!  IN 
"THIN  MAN  GOES  HOME"! 

Coast  to  Coast,  what  a welcome  back  they're  getting. 
It’s  the  most  exciting  and  delighting  they’ve  ever  made. 
Together  again  for  the  fans! 

"MAIN  STREET  AFTER  DARK" 
"REAL  SLEEPER,"  SAYS  VARIETY! 

Rialto  Theatre  on  Broadway  proves  it’s  a natural  for  show- 
manship. True  story  of  today’s  Girl  Gangsters  is  action- 
packed. 

5 BIG  WEEKS  AT  CAPITOL  FOR 
"MUSIC  FOR  MILLIONS" 

The  producer  of  "2  Girls  And  A Sailor”  has  done  it  again. 
A real  heart-story  of  people  you  love  with  Stars  and 
Music  and  thrilling  Romance! 


Red  Cross  War  Fund  Week — March  15-21 


What  a man 
is  handsome  Van ! 


Remember  the  name. 
It’s  Gloria  Grahame. 


Wally  Beery 
never  fails  the  fans! 


America’s  Idol!  VAN  JOHNSON  IN 
"BETWEEN  TWO  WOMEN"! 

The  World  Premiere  in  Washington,  D.  C.  brought  the 
dames  in  droves.  Every  gal  in  your  town  is  waiting  for 
Van  in  this  very  romantic  story. 

"BLONDE  FEVER"  GETS  "HUSKY  BIZ" 
IN  PHILLY,  SAYS  VARIETY! 

This  is  right  in  the  modern  groove.  What  every  wife  will 
want  to  know  about  Wolf  technique.  And  they’ll  want  the 
husbands  to  see  it  too! 


WALLY  BEERY  REPEATS  WITH  SOCKO 
"THIS  MAN’S  NAVY" 

It  will  get  “Salute  To  The  Marines''  grosses  because  it’s 
rowdy,  rousing  and  uproarious.  Watch  the  World  Premiere 
engagement  at  Akron.  A socko  show  for  showmen! 


Laurel-Hardy 
Laughs  sell  seats! 


FOR  LAUGHS!  LAUREL  & HARDY  IN 
"NOTHING  BUT  TROUBLE" 

Never  was  the  American  public  so  in  need  of  relaxing 
comedy!  Sell  the  laughs!  It’s  their  most  riotous  film  and  a 
natural  far  live-wire  promotion. 


HAPPY  AS  A 
LION  WITH 
3 TAILS! 


Because  his  Three 
Sensational  SPECIALS 
are  wagging  S.  R.O. 
signals  from  Coast 
to  Coast.  Never  before 
such  Box-office  Giants, 
three  in  a row! 


BOX-OFFICE  POEM: 


Let  Leo’s  friendly  sprockets 
Put  dollars  in  your  pockets! 


us.*- 


Does  the  Film  Industry 
Face  a "Czar"  in  the  U.S.? 

Although  unnoticed  in  the  general  excite- 
ment of  getting  the  facts  and  figures  on  the 
War  Production  Board’s  raw  film  stock  allot- 
ment to  the  motion  picture  industry,  it  seems 
somewhat  significant  that  the  future  welfare 
of  this  industry  lies  in  the  hands  of  Stanley 
B.  Adams,  chief  of  the  consumer’s  durable 
goods  division  of  WPB.  Military  demands  for 
raw  film  have  priority,  which  is  as  it  should 
be,  but  it  rests  solely  with  Adams  and  his 
associates  to  decide  just  how  those  demands 
will  affect  the  needs  of  the  film  industry. 
Judging  from  the  comments  made  at  the 
press  session  last  week,  there  seemingly  is  no 
appeal  from  any  decision  rendered  by  the 
WPB  chiefs. 

In  analyzing  the  allocations  report  with  its 
emphasis  upon  the  making  of  not  more  than 
285  prints  per  feature,  it  was  stated  that  the 
producer  of  a film  such  as  “Going  My  Way,” 
which  is  not  reaching  the  saturation  point 
despite  the  285-print  maximum,  might  appeal 
and  get  permission  to  make  extra  prints  by 
dipping  into  his  raw  stock  allotment.  This, 
however,  still  serves  to  cut  down,  for  the  pro- 
ducer, on  available  prints  to  be  produced  for 
other  pictures.  The  general  note  of  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  phase  of  production  activity 
was  that  the  allotments  set  are  not  subject 
to  appeal  unless  the  conduct  of  the  war  in- 
dicates that  military  demands  might  lessen. 
If  military  demands  should  increase,  there 
will  be  a tightening  of  restrictions  and  a con- 
sequent further  cut  in  film  raw  stock  for 
motion  picture  production. 

While  there  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  the 
WPB  is  anxious  to  go  more  than  half  way 
to  give  motion  picture  producers  every  pos- 
sible break,  consistent  with  wartime  demands, 
the  results  of  the  allocation  meetings  indi- 
cate that  the  future  of  film  production  rests 
upon  the  decisions  of  Adams  and  his  associ- 
ates. It  was  stated,  for  example,  that  none 
of  the  allocations  set  at  this  point  are  to  be 
considered  final.  It  further  was  stated  that 
the  WPB  is  the  final  arbiter  of  what  the  film 
industry  is  to  get  to  supply  its  needs. 

Meantime,  several  industry  leaders  have 
indicated  that  various  meetings  between 
WPB  representatives  and  the  Industry  Ad- 
visory Committee  could  be  obviated  by  having 
an  industry  representative  in  Washington 
whose  authority  will  cover  preliminary  ses- 
sions before  final  recommendations  are  made 
to  major  films  executives.  It  is  felt  here  that 
the  industry  official  should  be  an  individual 
whose  ability  is  recognized,  not  only  as  an 
executive,  but  as  a personage  whose  influ- 
ence in  various  circles  would  carry  weight 
at  any  government  meetings. 

It  is  significant  of  how  ably  the  film  in- 
dustry has  done  its  share — and  more — in  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  so  much  so  that  Adams 
took  time  out  to  compliment  it  for  its  splen- 
did work.  This  being  so,  current  opinion  in 
informed  circles  here  is  that  cooperation  be- 
tween films — whether  production,  distribu- 
tion or  exhibition  — and  the  government 
would  be  enhanced  if  the  industry  had  re- 
sponsible representation  available  in  Wash- 
ington at  all  times. 

Labor  Bill  Battle  Keeps 
Industry  on  Tenterhooks 

Despite  War  Manpower  Commission  assur- 
ances that  key  men  in  exhibition  will  not  be 
touched  by  the  present  labor  shortage  in 


By  AL  SHERMAN 

critical  industries,  attempts  by  military  au- 
thorities to  insist  that  placement  of  labor 
be  through  selective  service  boards  may  re- 
sult in  upsetting  any  plans  for  leniency  on 
the  part  of  the  WMC  insofar  as  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  are  concerned. 

The  battle  between  military  authorities  and 
WMC  over  the  question  of  manpower  disposal 
was  brought  into  the  open  last  week  when 
Sen.  Edwin  Johnson  (D-Colo.),  ranking 
member  of  the  Senate  Military  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, decried  the  attempt  of  the  war  de- 
partment to  urge  committee  members  to 
insist  that  selective  service  boards  be  given 
full  authority  to  place  labor. 

At  the  WMC,  a spokesman  insisted  that 
the  WMC  chief,  Paul  McNutt,  is  fully  cog- 
nizant of  the  value  of  motion  picture  theatres 
in  maintaining  morale.  However,  it  was 
pointed  out,  the  provisions  of  the  May  bill 
calling  for  a draft  of  all  available  manpower 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  45  would  neces- 
sitate hitting  at  so-called  nonessential  indus- 
tries first.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  theatre  operators  to  stress 
the  key  value  of  needed  men  while  directing 
an  appeal  to  proper  local  and  governmental 
authorities  for  “deferment”  from  labor  draft 
provisions  for  such  men. 

News  Flashes  From  Stage 
Stirs  Interest  in  Capital 

RKO-Keith  decided  on  having  Arthur 
Reilly,  local  radio  commentator,  offer  news 
highlights  from  the  theatre’s  stage  during 
every  performance.  The  idea  has  met  with 
considerable  favor  and  other  local  houses  are 
planning  to  use  the  same  stunt. 

D.  C.  Theatres  Unaffected 
By  Heating  Gas  Curb 

The  WPB  order  shutting  off  natural  gas 
supplies  for  three  days  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  in  seven  east-central  states  had 
little  effect  upon  local  theatres,  a survey  re- 
vealed. Both  Warner  Bros.,  largest  local  cir- 
cuit operators,  and  Loew’s,  indicated  that 
their  houses  are  not  touched  by  the  ban 
while  seven  independent  theatres  reported 
that  their  washrooms  were  without  hot  water 
during  that  time. 

British  Embassy  Falls 
For  a Publicity  Gag 

Washington  papers  gave  some  space  last 
week  to  stories  about  a plaque  presented  to 
Lord  Halifax,  British  ambassador,  by  Janet 
Blair  as  a token  of  appreciation  of  the  way 
in  which  London’s  heroic  showfolk  stayed  on 
during  the  blitz,  keeping  alive  the  traditional 
show  slogan  that  “the  show  must  go  on — 
‘tonight  and  every  night.’  ” Of  course,  the 
fact  that  Miss  Blair  is  starring  in  the  Co- 
lumbia film,  “Tonight  and  Every  Night”  mav 
or  may  not  have  something  to  do  with  this 
ceremonial  procedure.  Anyway,  the  stunt  did 
get  space. 

D.  C.  Municipal  Theatre 
Sets  Drive  for  $100,000 

The  Washington  Municipal  Theatre,  under 
the  general  chairmanship  of  Commissioner 
John  Russell  Young,  is  an  assured  civic  proj- 
ect with  a drive  to  raise  $100,000  soon  to  get 
under  way.  Offices  for  the  Municipal  The- 
atre have  been  taken  in  the  Tivoli  Theatre 
Bldg.,  and  Harry  Anger,  managing  director 


or  Warners’  Earle,  has  been  appointed  pro- 
ducer for  the  house. 

Local  show  business  and  newspaper  per- 
sonalities who  are  taking  an  active  interest 
in  the  venture,  besides  Anger,  are  John  J. 
Payette,  Warner  Bros.  Theatres  zone  mana- 
ger; Nelson  B.  Bell,  Andrew  R.  Kelley,  Jay 
Carmody,  John  Maynard,  Paul  Schwarz,  pres- 
ident of  the  Musician  Protective  Union,  and 
Charles  Stofberg,  special  assistant  to  Com- 
missioner Young  and  tradepaper  columnist. 

U.S.  Bans  on  European 
Business  Being  Lifted 

With  France  and  Belgium  already  removed 
from  the  category  of  “enemy  territory,”  the 
rapid  advance  of  the  Allied  armies  in  Europe 
may  enable  the  federal  government  to  re- 
move bans  on  business  and  communications 
from  other  European  nations.  At  present, 
commercial  and  financial  information  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  liberated  coun- 
tries are  being  permitted  without  treasury 
licenses  and  American  film  companies  al- 
ready are  completing  plans  for  an  early 
resumption  of  activities  in  those  nations. 

A Co-op  Theatre  Proves 
Up  as  Paying  Venture 

One  of  the  most  unusual  theatre  projects 
in  the  country  is  the  Greenbelt  Theatre,  in 
Greenbelt,  Md.,  wholly  owned  by  its  patrons 
and  operated  by  Jack  Fruchtman,  local  ex- 
hibitor. Situated  in  the  center  of  a coopera- 
tive community  that  got  under  way  some 
years  back  with  the  blessing  of  Mrs.  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt,  the  Greenbelt  serves  an  active, 
wideawake  population  that  takes  a keen  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  and  operation  of  the 
house. 

Seating  500,  the  Greenbelt  has  three  to 
four  changes  weekly  and  is  open  nights  on 
weekdays,  and  matinees  and  evenings  on  Sat- 
urday and  Sunday.  An  unusual  feature  of 
its  operation  is  the  special  ticket  stub  which 
is  kept  by  the  patron  who  turns  it  in  during 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  cooperative  in  re- 
turn for  dividends  or  additional  stock  in  the 
consumers’  organization  that  runs  the  com- 
munity. 

I've  Heard: 

That  Charles  Francis  Coe’s  contract 
with  the  Hays  organization  is  coming  up 
soon  for  discussion; 

That  “Socker”  Coe,  while  I’m  on  the 
subject  may  lose  a $1,000,000  radio  con- 
tract calling  for  a program,  “In  the  Know 
with  Socker  Coe,”  because  both  big  net- 
works haven’t  available  time; 

That  Tony  Muto,  the  20th  Century-Fox 
ambassador  of  goodwill,  is  rated  a top 
diplomat; 

That  there’s  fire  in  the  smoke  eddying 
around  reports  that  civilian  travel  re- 
strictions are  going  to  get  tough — but 
tough ; 

That  some  exhibitors  are  considering  a 
protest  to  the  army  and  navy  because 
too  many  civilians  are  seeing  prerelease 
pictures  at  military  and  naval  posts  long 
before  the  pictures  reach  local  screens; 

That  the  16mm  film  raw  stock  situa- 
tion, while  it  won’t  involve  the  headaches 
faced  by  users  of  35mm,  may  cause  some 
upheavals  in  that  part  of  the  business, 
especially  among  producers  and  distribu- 
tors of  educational  films; 

That  the  Variety  Club  of  America  will 
have  quite  a few  more  tents  by  the  end 
of  the  year;  all  through  the  efficient 
work  of  committees  appointed  by  Na- 
tional Barker  Bob  O’Donnell,  and  that 
showmen  in  the  “unorganized”  areas  are 
cooperating  enthusiastically. 
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By  IVAN  SPEAR 


20th-Fox  First  Under  the  Wire 
With  a Story  on  Luzon  Rescue 

Once  again  current  headlines  have  as- 
serted their  influence  upon  future  produc- 
tion plans. 

First  under  the  wire  with  announced  in- 
tentions of  making  a picture  based  upon  the 
colorful  story  about  the  rescue  of  the  Allied 
prisoners  of  war  from  the  Japs  on  Luzon  was 
20th-Fox.  The  Westwood  studio  announced 
it  would  make  a factual  feature  titled  “Cali- 
fornia Here  We  Come,”  in  which  the  main 
character  will  be  predicated  upon  Maj.  Paul 
R.  Wing,  formerly  a production  employe  at 
Paramount  studio,  who  was  among  the  res- 
cued men.  Major  Wing,  the  father  of 
Actresses  Pat  and  Toby  Wing,  was  a prisoner 
of  the  Japs  for  three  years.  Bryan  Foy  was 
assigned  to  produce  the  picture,  for  which 
a top  budget  was  reportedly  set,  and  Abem 
Finkel  was  immediately  set  to  start  on  the 
screenplay. 

It  was  thought  probable  that  other  com- 
panies would  announce  features  on  the  same 
subject. 

The  bombing  of  Japan  also  had  its  affect 
on  the  film  capital.  As  more  or  less  of  a 
sequel  to  “Objective,  Burma!”  Jack  L.  War- 
ner, executive  producer,  announced  plans  to 
film  “Target,  Japan.”  Errol  Flynn  will  head 
the  same  male  cast  of  “Objective,  Burma!”  in 
the  new  film.  The  story  will  relate  experi- 
ences of  B29  crew  based  on  Saipan  who  par- 
ticipate in  raids  on  Japan.  Director  Raoul 
Walsh  and  Producer  Jerry  Wald  will  repeat 
their  “Burma”  assignments  for  “Target, 
Japan.” 

Talent  of  Two  Americas  Combined 
In  Stone's  "Sensations  of  1946" 

United  Artists  Producer  Andrew  Stone  has 
revealed  plans  for  a musical  titled,  “Pan- 
American  Sensations  of  1946,”  w hich  will 
be  filmed  in  part  in  South  America.  After 
conferences  with  Jeff  Shurlock,  Hays  office 
representative,  who  recently  returned  from  a 
nine-week  tour  of  South  America,  Stone  com- 
pleted an  itinerary  of  four  cities  to  which  he 
and  a production  crew  will  travel  to  film  the 
foreign  personalities  against  authentic  back- 
grounds. 

The  South  American  locations  include: 
Lima,  Peru;  Santiago,  Chile;  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  The 
trip  will  be  made  with  the  cooperation  of 
United  Artists  foreign  representatives,  the  co- 
ordinator of  inter-American  affairs  and  the 
Motion  Picture  Society  for  the  Americas. 

Program  of  Four  Vehicles  Lined  Up 
By  Universal  for  Abbott-Costello 

With  acquisition  of  “Hired  Husband,”  a 
new  story  property,  and  its  assignment  to 
Producer  John  Grant  to  develop  for  Abbott 
and  Costello,  Universal  has  a full  program  of 
pictures  lined  up  for  the  comedians.  A&C  are 
currently  making  “The  Naughty  Nineties.” 
This  is  to  be  followed  by  “Meet  a Genius,” 
which  Arthur  T.  Horman  scripted  and  will 
produce.  The  next  will  be  “You  Hypnotize 
Me,”  to  be  produced  by  Edmund  L.  Hart- 
mann, and  “Hired  Husband”  will  follow.  Grant 
and  Arthur  Phillips  are  working  on  the 
screenplay  of  the  new  one. 

Frank  Borzage  Signs  With  Republic 
On  a Producing -Directing  Contract 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  president  of  Republic 
Productions,  Inc.,  has  announced  the  signing 
of  a special  producing-directing  deal  with 
Frank  Borzage.  The  contract,  in  which  Bor- 
zage has  a financial  interest,  is  for  a long 


term,  providing  for  the  organization  of  a sep- 
arate Borzage  producing  unit,  with  Borzage 
the  sole  authority  over  stories  and  plays  to 
be  purchased  and  filmed,  and  stars  to  be  used. 

The  agreement  is  the  first  of  its  kind  by  the 
North  Hollywood  studio,  and  is  one  of  a series 
which  is  now  in  the  process  of  negotiation, 
Yates  said.  Other  announcements  will  be 
made  as  quickly  as  agreements  are  reached. 
Borzage,  currently  at  RKO  Radio,  will  leave 
for  New  York  shortly  for  a series  of  confer- 
ences with  Yates  concerning  a search  for 
properties  and  plays. 

Only  Four  Properties  Acquired 
In  the  Hollywood  Story  Mart 

There  was  little  cause  for  joy  among  the 
peddlers  of  literary  material.  Onlv  four 
properties  were  acquired  to  eventually  find 
their  way  onto  production  agenda.  A pair 
of  the  purchases  were  accounted  for  by 
share-cropping  producers  for  PRC.  Alexan- 
der-Stern went  into  the  cookie  jar  for  suf- 
ficient folding  money  to  buy  an  original 
from  Oliver  Drake.  Titled  “Valley  of  Lonely 
Women,”  it  is  described  as  a prison  yarn. 
Jack  Schwarz  purchased  “Gallant  Shepard,” 
an  original  yarn  by  Taylor  Caven. 

Warner  Bros,  closed  a unique  deal  with 
W.  R.  Burnett  by  purchasing  the  author’s 
newest  story,  “Tomorrow  Is  Another  Day.” 
Melodrama  will  be  published  first  in  Col- 
lier’s as  novelette,  then  as  full  length  novel 
followed  by  screenplay.  Robert  Buckner  has 
been  assigned  to  produce. 

Screen  rights  to  “Night  Editor,”  radio 
serial,  were  acquired  by  Columbia  from  Hal 
Burdick,  the  program’s  producer,  and  will 
supply  characters  and  background  for  a 
feature  to  be  produced  by  Leonard  Picker. 

Paramount  and  Producer  Kohlmar 
Soon  to  Reach  Parting  of  Ways 

Changes  in  studio  executive  and  creative 
personnel  were  more  numerous  than  usual 
during  the  week. 

Paramount  and  Producer  Fred  Kohlmar 
arrived  at  a mutual  agreement  whereby  he 
was  to  leave  that  studio  four  weeks  after 
completion  of  his  current  chore.  Kohlmar 
joined  Paramount  in  1940.  His  future  plans 
were  not  disclosed  . . . Katherine  Anne 
Porter,  author,  has  been  signed  by  Metro 
as  a writer  to  work  in  association  with  Pro- 
ducer Sidney  Franklin  . . . Columbia  lost 
a pair  of  producers:  Sam  Bischoff,  who  has 

Oscar  Winner  Rescued 
From  Luzon  POW  Camp 

Hollywood — Among  the  486  American 
soldiers  freed  from  the  Japanese  Cabana- 
tuan  prison  camp  on  Luzon  in  a daring 
raid  carried  out  by  picked  American 
Rangers  and  Filipino  guerrillas  was  Maj. 
Paul  R.  Wing,  former  director  and  father 
of  Toby  Wing,  motion  picture  actress. 

According  to  an  AP  dispatch,  all  Major 
Wing  could  say  when  questioned  about 
the  thrilling  rescue  was,  ‘Those  Rangers 
gave  me  more  drama  than  I ever  expect 
to  see  in  all  the  rest  of  my  eventful 
life.” 

Wing  holds  an  Academy  Award  for  out- 
standing photography  on  “The  Lives  of 
a Bengal  Lancer.”  He  declared  that 
Hollywood  never  produced  a film  with  a 
more  dramatic  climax  than  the  one  the 
Rangers  provided  to  his  long  imprison- 
ment. 


been  at  the  studio  for  four  years,  resigned; 
and  Victor  Saville  left  after  completing  his 
one  picture  deal  as  a producer-director  . . . 
Also  at  Columbia  Director  Abby  Berlin  was 
signed  to  a new  long-term  contract  and 
Producer  Michel  Kraike  was  inked  to  a 
seven-year  pact  . . . Jack  Grant,  former 
tradepaper  reviewer  and  for  the  past  eight 
months  story  editor  for  PRC,  has  been 
upped  to  a producer’s  berth  by  President 
Leon  Fromkess  and  assigned  to  make  two 
of  the  studio’s  more  important  features  . . . 
At  the  same  studio,  Edgar  Ulmer,  director, 
was  signed  to  a long  termer. 

Republic  studio’s  new  casting  director  is 
Ira  Uhr,  hired  to  succeed  Harry  Engle,  re- 
signed. 

Clarence  Brown  Set  to  Produce 
"Guardian  Angel"  for  Metro 

Clarence  Brown  has  been  set  to  produce 
Metro’s  “Guardian  Angel”  from  an  original 
screenplay  by  Helen  Deutsch.  Myrna  Loy 
draws  the  femme  lead  . . . Also  at  Metro, 
Robert  D.  Andrews  has  been  assigned  to 
write  the  screenplay  for  “Frankie  From 
Frisco,”  an  original  story  by  James  M.  Cain, 
which  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  will  produce  . . . 
Arnold  Albert,  recently  elevated  to  producer 
status  at  Warner,  has  been  assigned  “Night 
Shift”  as  his  first  production.  Joe  Pagano 
is  scripting  the  original  by  Maritta  Wolf 
. . . At  the  same  studio,  Jack  L.  Warner, 
executive  producer,  has  set  directorial  as- 
signments on  two  pictures  that  Alex  Gott- 
lieb will  produce.  Vincent  Sherman  will  meg 
“Janie  Gets  Married”  and  David  Butler  will 
pilot  “Time,  Place  and  the  Girl.”  Latter  will 
be  filmed  in  Technicolor. 

Further  news  leaking  out  of  the  Burbank 
film  foundry  revealed  plans  for  a remake 
of  “The  Jazz  Singer.”  Leopold  Atlas  is  work- 
ing on  the  screenplay  . . . Richard  Flour- 
noy was  signed  by  Paramount  to  write  r 
completed  screenplay  of  his  own  original 
story,  as  yet  untitled  . . . United  Artists 
Producer  Edward  Small,  who  has  given  the 
screen  two  previous  films  based  upon  the 
Alexander  Dumas  superman,  has  announced 
plans  for  a third,  “The  Ghost  of  Monte 
Cristo.”  Louis  Hayward  will  star  and  An- 
thony Mann  direct  . . . Assignments  at  20th- 
Fox  place  George  Jessel  to  produce  “Late 
Date”  and  give  a pair  to  Producer  Walter 
Morosco,  “Broadway  After  Dark,”  which  will 
be  filmed  in  Technicolor,  and  “Maggie,”  to 
star  Jeanne  Crain. 

Universal  assignments  revealed  three  new- 
comers to  that  studio’s  production  slate. 
“The  Runaround,”  described  as  a hard- 
boiled  comedy  involving  private  detectives, 
has  been  placed  on  the  program  of  Producer- 
Writer  Arthur  T.  Horman  to  produce  and 
develop.  “Flame  of  the  Klondike”  was  as- 
signed to  Associate  Producer  Gene  Lewis. 
William  Lively  is  writing  the  screenplay  . . . 
Sig  Herzig  was  signed  by  Producer  Felix 
Jackson  to  write  the  screenplay  of  the  un- 
titled original  Sheridan  Gibney  wrote  for 
Deanna  Durbin  . . . New  at  Columbia  is 
“Song  of  Broadway,”  filmusical  which  Burt 
Kelly  will  produce.  Leigh  Jason  will  direct 
from  a screenplay  by  Jack  Henley  and  Jo- 
seph Hoffman. 

Columbia  also  contributed  to  the  current 
Dumas’  cycle  with  word  that  another  of  the 
author’s  stories  will  be  made  into  an  action 
thriller.  It  is  “The  Gallant  Blade,”  and 
it  will  be  produced  by  Michel  Kraike.  The 
scripting  chore  has  been  handed  Ted  Thomas 
. . . “Springtime  in  Texas”  has  been  set 
as  the  next  Monogram  film  in  the  Jimmy 
Wakely  series,  taking  its  title  from  a song 
recently  written  by  Wakely,  and  to  be  fea- 
tured in  the  picture  . . . RKO  Radio  has 
assigned  Steve  Fisher  to  write  the  screen- 
play of  “Deadlier  Than  the  Male”  from  the 
James  Gunn  novel,  for  production  by  War- 
ren Duff  under  the  executive  supervision  of 
Robert  Fellows;  and  Frances  Porter  to  script 
Stephen  Laird’s  original  story,  “Palace  on 
Main  Street.” 
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MG- 

KEEP 

(EXTRA! 


LANA  TURNER 


LARAINE  DAY 


SUSAN  PETERS 


It’s  the  story 
of  three 
beautiful  girls 
in  a man’s 
world ! 

A picture  for 
showmanship! 


M TRADE  SHOW  OF 
YOUR  POWDER  DRY" 

ANOTHER  GREAT  SHOW  ADDED  TO  M-G-M’s  TENTH  GROUP!) 


ALBANY 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1052  Broadway 

WED.  2/21 

8 P.M. 

ATLANTA 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

197  Walton  St.,  N.W. 

WED.  2/14 

4:30  P.M. 

BOSTON 

M-G-M  Screen  Room 

46  Church  St. 

WED.  2/21 

10:30  A.M. 
Also:  2:15  P.M. 

BUFFALO 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

290  Franklin  St. 

WED.  2/21 

8 P.M. 

CHARLOTTE 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

308  South  Church  St. 

WED.  2/21 

1:30  P.M. 

CHICAGO 

H.  C.  Igel’s  Screen  Room 

1301  S.  Wabash  Ave. 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

CINCINNATI 

RKO  Screen  Room 

16  East  Sixth  Street 

WED.  2/21 

7 P.M. 

CLEVELAND 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

2219  Payne  Avenue 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

DALLAS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1803  Wood  Street 

WED.  2/21 

2:30  P.M. 

DENVER  j 

Paramount  Screen  Room 

2100  Stout  Street 

WED.  2/21 

2 P.M. 

DES  MOINES 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1300  High  Street 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

| DETROIT 

Max  Blumenthal's  Sc.  Rm. 

2310  Cass  Avenue 

WED.  2/21 

1:30  P.M. 

INDIANAPOLIS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

326  No.  Illinois  Street 

WED.  2/21 

9 A.M. 

KANSAS  CITY 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1720  Wyandotte  St. 

WED.  2/21 

1:30  P.M. 

LOS  ANGELES 

Ambassador  Theatre 

Ambassador  Hotel 

WED.  2/21 

1:30  P.M. 

MEMPHIS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

151  Vance  Avenue 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

MILWAUKEE 

Warner  Screen  Room 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Ave. 

WED.  2/21 

1:30  P.M. 

MINNEAPOLIS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1015  Currie  Avenue 

WED.  2/21 

2 P.M. 

NEW  HAVEN 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

40  Whiting  St. 

WED.  2/21 

2:30  A.M. 

NEW  ORLEANS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

200  South  Liberty 

WED.  2/21 

2:30  P.M. 

NEW  YORK  J 
NEW  JERSEY  \ 

M-G-M  Screen  Room 

630  Ninth  Avenue 

WED.  2/21 

10:30  A.M. 
Also:  2:30  P.M. 

OKLA’MA  CITY 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

10  North  Lee  Street 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

OMAHA 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1502  Davenport 

MON.  2/19 

10  A.M. 

PHILADELPHIA 

M-G-M  Screen  Room 

1233  Summer  Street 

WED.  2/21 

11  A.M. 

PITTSBURGH 

M-G-M  Screen  Room 

1623  Blvd.  of  Allies 

WED.  2/21 

2 P.M. 

PORTLAND 

B.  F.  Shearer  Screen  Rm. 

1947  N.W.  Kearney  St. 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

ST.  LOUIS 

S’Renco  Screen  Room 

3143  Olive  St. 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

216  East  First  St.,  South 

WED  2/21 

1 P.M. 

S.  FRANCISCO 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

245  Hyde  Street 

WED.  2/21 

1:30  P.M. 

SEATTLE 

Jewel  Box  Preview  Theatre 

2318  Second  Avenue 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

WASH.,  D.  C. 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

932  New  Jersey,  N.W. 

WED.  2/21 

1 P.M. 

With  Agnes  Moorehead,  Bill  Johnson,  Natalie  Schafer,  Lee  Patrick,  Jess  Barker,  June  Lockhart  • Original  Screen 
Play  by  Mary  C.  McCall,  Jr.  and  George  Bruce  • Directed  by  Edward  Buzzell  • Produced  by  George  Haight 


Eastern  Laboratories 
Slowed  by  Shortages 

NEW  YORK — The  raw  stock  situation  has 
curtailed  the  activities  of  many  film  labora- 
tories operating  in  the  east,  and  has  been 
further  aggravated  by  snow  upstate,  necessi- 
tating a freight  embargo  which  tied  up  move- 
ment of  stock  from  the  Eastman  plant  in 
Rochester. 

Latest  reports  from  the  film  laboratories  in- 
dicate that  Consolidated  Film  Industries,  Inc., 
located  in  Fort  Lee,  N.  J.,  closed  down  for  a 
full  day  two  weeks  ago;  the  Deluxe  Labora- 
tories in  New  York  closed  down  for  one  day 
during  the  week,  and  the  Pathe  Laboratories 
did  the  same.  Partial  shutdowns  were  ef- 
fected in  several  of  the  other  labs. 

Executives  of  most  of  the  laboratories  were 
unanimous  in  the  belief  that  the  raw  stock 
situation  was  most  serious.  Several  declared 
that  their  facilities  were  devoted  almost  ex- 
clusively to  work  under  government  contract, 
and  for  this  there  was  a sufficient  supply  of 
stock.  In  fulfilling  these  obligations,  exec- 
utives said  that  they  were  forced  to  forego  ac- 
tivity on  civilian  orders,  and  that  these  were 
virtually  at  a standstill. 

In  the  16mm  field,  there  was  almost  a com- 
plete dearth  of  raw  stock.  All  eyes  are  turned 
to  the  Washington  meeting  of  WPB  officials 
with  the  16mm  advisory  committee,  for  on 
the  basis  of  this  conference  the  future  of  the 
small-gauge  industry  rests  at  the  present 
time. 

The  smaller  film  labs  operating  in  the  east 
have  banded  together  into  a Movie  Film 
Laboratory  Association,  of  which  John  Weber 
of  Mecca  Film  Laboratories  is  president.  The 
organization  was  chartered  to  better  condi- 
tions in  the  lab  field.  A permanent  board  of 
directors  was  elected  at  a recent  meeting. 

The  raw  stock  situation  has  had  its  reper- 
cussions among  the  union  employes  of  the 
labs.  Most  of  the  executives  of  the  companies 
say  that  they  will  not  lay  off  men  if  it  can 
be  possibly  avoided.  Workers  are  represented 
by  the  Motion  Picture  Laboratory  Tech- 
nicians Union,  Local  702,  IATSE,  of  which 
John  Francavilla  is  president  and  business 
agent. 

Francavilla  said  that  over  the  last  two 
years,  the  union  has  furnished  some  200  ad- 
ditional workers  to  the  labs  in  order  to  meet 
the  expanding  operations  made  necessary  by 
the  tremendous  increase  in  government  re- 
quirements. These  200  workers  are  not  regu- 
lar union  members,  but  are  simply  applicants 
to  the  union,  Francavilla  declared.  In  order 
to  insure  a full  five-day  week  for  the  regu- 
lar union  members,  Francavilla  said  that  the 
200  applicants  would  be  taken  out  of  the  labs. 
All  this  is  dependent  on  the  continued  slow- 
up  of  lab  operations. 

Executives  of  the  larger  labs  declared  that 
they  have  enough  printing  and  processing 
work  to  insure  full  employment  on  a five-day 
basis  at  the  present  time,  despite  the  cut  in 
the  raw  stock  allocations  to  the  major  film 
companies  by  the  WPB  for  the  current  quar- 
ter. Easing  of  the  situation  is  expected  with 
the  unsnarling  of  the  traffic  difficulties  and 
the  arrival  of  better  weather  conditions. 


Advance  M-G-M  Showing 

NEW  YORK — M-G-M’s  “Keep  Your  Pow- 
der Dry”  will  be  premiered  February  21  at 
the  Tivoli,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Because  of 
this  opening  date,  the  tradeshowing  original- 
ly scheduled  for  February  21  in  Atlanta  has 
been  moved  ahead  to  February  14. 


Cox  Gets  Navy  Cross 

NEW  YORK  — Lieut.  John  R.  Cox  jr., 
known  as  John  Howard  in  the  days  when 
he  was  a Paramount  actor,  has  been  awarded 
the  Navy  Cross  for  gallantry  in  action  aboard 
a minesweeper  in  support  of  the  invasion  of 
southern  France. 


Sam  PInanski  Will  Head 
Seventh  War  Loan  Drive 

NEW  YORK — Sam  Pinanski,  president  of 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.,  Boston,  will  be  national 
chairman  for  WAC’s 
participation  in  the 
Seventh  War  Loan. 
Reports  that  he  had 
been  asked  to  head  the 
drive  and  would  accept 
have  been  current  for 
some  time.  Now  he 
has  made  it  official. 

Dates  for  the  drive 
have  not  been  decided, 
but  an  early  announce- 
ment is  expected. 

Harry  Browning, 
publicity  director  for 
SAM  PINANSKI  the  M&P  circuit,  is  ex- 

pected to  be  Pinanski’s 
chief  assistant  during  the  drive. 


Set  WB  Releases 

NEW  YORK — Two  new  Warner  releases, 
“To  Have  and  Have  Not”  and  “Objective, 
Burma!”  have  been  booked  for  15  midnight 
previews. 

“To  Have  and  Have  Not”  has  been  set  for 
the  Strand,  Akron;  Strand,  Oshkosh;  Para- 
mount, Anderson,  Ind.,  and  Tivoli,  Laredo; 
Queen,  Galveston,  and  Lincoln,  Lincoln, 
February  17,  and  the  Liberty,  Great  Falls, 
Mont.,  March  3.  The  film  has  already  played 
the  Fox,  St.  Louis;  Victory,  Savannah;  Ohio, 
Canton,  and  Regent,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

“Objective,  Burma!”  previews  set  thus  far 
have  been  the  Opera  House,  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.,  February  20;  Ohio,  Canton,  February  21; 
Saenger,  New  Orleans,  February  24,  and 
Strand,  Akron,  March  7. 


Reviewers  Honor  "Music" 

NEW  YORK — “Music  for  Millions”  is  listed 
as  a “starred  selected  feature,”  the  highest 
award,  in  the  latest  bulletin  of  the  National 
Board  of  Review.  The  following  short  sub- 
jects are  named: 

“Brenda  Starr,  Reporter,”  a serial;  “Court 
Craft,”  “The  Eyes  Have  It,”  “Jungle  Queen” 
and  “Seeing  Them  Through.” 


"Walked  Alone"  Set  Feb  15 

NEW  YORK— “The  Man  Who  Walked 
Alone,”  from  PRC,  which  deals  with  the 
problems  of  the  homecoming  hero,  has  been 
set  for  general  release  February  15.  The 
company’s  “When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again,” 
featuring  Jimmy  Lydon  and  Barbara  Beldon, 
started  a first  run  engagement  at  the  Michi- 
gan Theatre,  Detroit,  last  week. 


Schenck  Sells  Loew  Stock 

NEW  YORK — Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  presi- 
dent of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  sold  9,000  shares  of 
Loew’s  common  stock  during  December,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  SEC  on  recent 
changes  in  the  holdings  of  insiders.  Schenck 
holds  1,913  shares. 


" Irish  Eyes " the  Climax 
Of  Hodge-Podge  Rites 

Somewhere  in  the  Pacific,  Navy  Lieu- 
tenant Samuel  Sandmel,  Jewish  chap- 
lain attached  to  the  Second  marine  di- 
vision, conducted  a goodwill  program 
among  all  faiths  as  part  of  his  event 
observing  the  opening  days  of  the  Jew- 
ish holiday,  Chanukah. 

Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  leath- 
ernecks participated  in  an  all  day  cele- 
bration which  included  traditional  serv- 
ices and  feast,  sports  and  entertainment. 

Climaxing  the  seven-hour  affair  a mo- 
tion picture  was  shown.  Its  title:  “Irish 
Eyes  Are  Smiling.” 


Para't  Men  Convene 
At  San  Francisco 

NEW  YORK — The  first  of  a series  of  nine 
district  sales  meetings  conducted  by  Charles 
M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  and  a group  of  home 
office  executives,  was  held  Monday  at  the 
St.  Francis  Hotel  in  San  Francisco. 

Reagan,  George  A.  Smith,  western  division 
manager;  Robert  M.  Gillham,  advertising 
and  publicity  director,  and  Claude  Lee,  pub- 
lic relations  director,  came  to  San  Francisco 
following  a visit  to  the  coast  studios  where 
they  conferred  with  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Henry  Ginsberg  and  other  studio  executives. 

Luncheons  with  local  exhibitors  to  discuss 
matters  of  mutual  interest  have  been  planned 
in  conjunction  with  each  district  meeting. 
The  luncheon  for  exhibitors  in  the  San 
Francisco  area  was  held  Tuesday  at  the  St. 
Francis  Hotel. 

In  addition  to  the  home  office  executives, 
those  attending  the  San  Francisco  meeting 
included  Del  Goodman,  Los  Angeles  district 
manager;  C.  J.  Bell,  Los  Angeles;  H.  Neal 
East,  San  Francisco;  Herbert  Kaufman,  Se- 
attle, and  James  A.  Clark,  Portland,  all 
branch  managers,  and  salesmen  and  book- 
ers of  the  four  exchanges. 

Plan  Strong  Exploitation 
For  Premiere  of  "Nazi" 

AKRON — Wallace  Beery  will  make  a series 
of  personal  appearances  in  connection  with 
the  world  premiere  of  “This  Man’s  Navy” 
at  Loew’s  on  February  8.  An  extensive  ex- 
ploitation campaign  has  been  arranged  by 
Frank  Henson,  manager  of  the  theatre; 
Charles  C.  Deardourff,  M-G-M  field  repre- 
sentative, and  Charles  Raymond,  Loew’s  dis- 
trict manager. 

Following  press  interviews  upon  his  arrival, 
Beery  will  visit  various  war  plants  and  hos- 
pitals, as  well  as  making  several  broadcasts, 
attending  a banquet  tendered  him  at  the 
Mayflower  Hotel  by  the  local  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  christening  an  American  Air- 
liner bringing  from  Hollywood  the  print  for 
the  opening.  It  will  mark  the  first  time  an 
AA  plane  has  made  a stopover  in  Akron. 

Because  of  the  demand  for  tickets  for  the 
opening  night,  a special  midnight  perform- 
ance will  follow  the  premiere.  It  is  planned 
later  to  hold  special  night  shows  for  the 
employes  of  the  Goodyear,  Firestone,  Seiber- 
ling  and  Goodrich  plants. 

Tarkington  Will  Write 
Andy  Hardy  Feature 

HOLLYWOOD — Confirming  earlier  reports 
that  Metro’s  popular  Andy  Hardy  series  will 
be  continued,  despite  the  fact  that  the  title 
character,  Mickey  Rooney,  is  currently  in 
the  army,  the  studio  has  signed  Booth  Tark- 
ington, dean  of  authors  on  adolescent  Ameri- 
ca, to  write  an  original  short  novel  to  be 
brought  to  the  screen  as  a Hardy  feature. 

Carey  Wilson,  who  has  produced  the  Hardys 
since  their  inception,  visited  Tarkington  in 
his  Chestnut  Hill  home  in  Philadelphia  re- 
cently and  arranged  for  the  new  story. 

The  spirit  of  Andy  will  continue  to  domi- 
nate the  Family,  but  Andy  definitely  will 
not  appear  in  any  scenes.  The  story  will 
explain  that  Andy  is  absent  because  he  is 
in  the  army.  Lewis  Stone,  Fay  Holden  and 
Sara  Haden  will  resume  their  regular  roles 
in  the  picture. 


Mexico  Honors  "SYWA" 

NEW  YORK — The  Cinema  Reporter,  film 
tradepaper  in  Mexico,  awarded  the  Cinema 
Reporter  1945  special  trophy  to  David  O. 
Selznick  for  his  production  of  “Since  You 
Went  Away.” 
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ABBOTT  X COSTELLO 

"thrillingly  different” 


MILTON  BERLE 

" spectacular ” 


BRADSHAW  CRANDELL  JESSICA  DRAGONETTE 


ra  world  in  itself” 


' memorable ' 


IRENE  DONNE 

' thrilling  entertainm 


hmhmmmmbmhi 


JAMES  MONTGOMERY  EEAGG 

" glorious ” 


BENNY  GOODMAN 


"glorious” 


OSCAR  HAMMERSTEIN.  2nd 

" music  skilfully 
interwoven  with  story” 


MOSS  HART 

"memorable  picture” 


RITA  HAYWORTH! 

"thrillingly  differei 


TED  HUSING 

"dramatic  . . . memorable” 


AL  JOLSON 

" different ” 


DOROTHY  KILGALLEN 

"eloquent” 


FRITZ  KREISLER 

"a  new  standard” 


lt.  comdr.  BENNY  LEONARD 

"dramatic,  exciting' 


G.  ROBINSON 

nous  entertainment” 


GINGER  ROGERS 

" thrillingly  different” 


LEE  SHUBERT 

" glamorous ” 


FRANK  SINATRA 

" glorious ” 


KATE  SMITH 

" thrilling ” 


vGMUND  SPAETH 

Memorable  picture’ 


JOHANNES  STEEL 

” exciting , alive” 


LEOPOLD  STOKOWSKI 

” glorious  music” 


DEEMS  TAYLOR 

" truly  memorable” 


VERA  ZORINA 

"a  great  joy” 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES 


CORNEL  WILDE 

NINA  FOCH  • GEORGE  COULOURIS 

Screen  Play  by  Sidney  Buchman 

Directed  by  CHARLES  VIDOR 


SENSATIONAL  BUSINESS 

in  all  pre-release  engagements 


NEW  YORK  ..Radio  City  Music  Hall  • SAN  FRANCISCO. .0rp/»ei/m 
NEW  ORLEANS.. OrpAeum  * BOSTON ..Loew’s  State  &Orpheum 
CINCINNATI . . RKO  Capitol  • OAKLAND . . Roxie  • ST.  LOUIS . . 

im,'s  HELD  OVER  EVERYWHERE! 

To  the  Exhibitors  of  America  who  have  seen  "A  Song  To  Remember” 
in  its  opening  engagements ...  our  deep  appreciation  for  their 
enthusiastic  expressions  of  gratitude  to  Columbia  for  making  this 
great  picture  at  this  time  in  the  industry’s  history. 


M-G-M  VISITORS — Four  exploiteers  spending  a week  at  the  home  office  pose 
with  Robert  Montgomery  (center),  who  has  just  returned  to  the  company  after 
three  years  in  the  navy  and  is  now  in  Florida  working  in  “They  Were  Expendable.” 

Left  to  right:  William  Greene,  Chicago;  Charles  Dietz,  Detroit;  Montgomery; 
Dewey  Bloom,  Canada,  and  Charles  Baron,  Pittsburgh. 

Leo  Planning  to  Make  Cartoon  Sequel 
For  Popular  "Red  Hot  Riding  Hood" 


GI  Film  Audiences 
1,450,000  Nightly 

NEW  YORK — Military  personnel  overseas 
make  up  film  audiences  averaging  1,450,000 
nightly,  and  see  about  3,500  separate  per- 
formances including  regular  world  premieres, 
■according  to  Col.  E.  L.  Munson  jr„  chief  of 
the  army  pictorial  service. 

“Going  My  Way”  and  “Rhapsody  in  Blue” 
were  among  the  world  premiere  films  shown 
to  the  armed  forces  as  gifts  of  the  industry, 
Colonel  Munson  said.  Among  the  films  seen 
by  the  service  men  long  before  civilian  audi- 
ences were  “Going  My  Way,”  “Marriage  Is  a 
Private  Affair,”  “Devotion,”  “Conflict,” 
“Casanova  Brown,”  “Saratoga  Trunk”  and 
“Rhapsody  in  Blue.” 

“World  premiere  showings  have  had  a tre- 
mendous morale  value.  Soldiers  not  only  ap- 
preciate beating  the  folks  back  home  to  the 
best  pictures;  they  also  enjoy  the  ballyhoo 
that  goes  with  a world  premiere.  Even  in  the 
Pacific  jungles,  army  men  make  radio  “com- 
mercials” for  the  local  military  station,  pub- 
licity material  and  advertising  for  their  camp 
or  unit  papers,  posters  and  souvenir  pro- 
grams,” Colonel  Munson  declared. 

“The  motion  picture  industry  deserves 
commendation  for  its  cooperation  in  making 
all  this  possible,”  Colonel  Munson  concluded. 

Paramount  to  Pick  Rest 
Of  List  From  27  Ready 

NEW  YORK— Paramount  will  choose  the 
remainder  of  its  1945  releases  from  27  fea- 
tures already  completed,  and  in  most  cases, 
previewed. 

Heading  the  list  is  “For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls,”  which  goes  into  popular  price  release 
this  month.  About  13,000  theatres  have  not 
as  yet  played  the  picture.  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES,”  now  in  its  sixth  week  at  the 
Paramount,  will  go  into  general  release  next 
month.  Two  other  imminent  releases  are 
“Practically  Yours”  and  “Ministry  of  Fear.” 

Completed  and  scheduled  for  release  during 
the  year  are:  “Bring  On  the  Girls,”  “A  Medal 
for  Benny,”  “Salty  O’Rourke,”  “Out  of  This 
World,”  “Incendiary  Blonde,”  “The  Road  to 
Utopia,”  “The  Unseen,”  “Two  Years  Before 
the  Mast,”  “Murder,  He  Says,”  “The  Affairs 
of  Susan”  and  “Love  Letters,”  the  two  Hal 
Wallis  productions;  “Kitty,”  “The  Lost  Week- 
end,” “The  Virginian,”  “Miss  Susie  Slagle’s,” 
and  the  five  Pine-Thomas  productions,  “High 
Powered,”  “Scared  Stiff,”  “One  Exciting 
Night,”  “Double  Exposure”  and  “Dangerous 
Passage.” 

Almost  finished  are  “Duffy’s  Tavern,” 
“Good  Intentions”  and  “Too  Good  to  Be 
True.” 

Republic  Signs  Borzage 
To  Head  Special  Unit 

NEW  YORK — Republic  Pictures  has  signed 
Frank  Borzage  to  a long  term  contract  call- 
ing for  formation  of  a special  unit  in  which 
Borzage  will  have  exclusive  control  of  choice 
of  stories,  casting  and  other  details.  Budgets 
will  be  set  at  $1,500,000  and  up. 

Similar  deals  are  to  be  made  with  other 
well-known  directors  and  producers,  says 
Herbert  J.  Yates,  president.  Borzage  is  due 
east  for  conferences  with  Yates  as  soon  as 
he  finishes  “The  Spanish  Main”  for  RKO. 

“Borzage  and  I see  eye  to  eye  with  regard 
to  this  new  association,”  said  Yates.  “We 
are  proud  and  pleased  to  have  him  with  us 
and  we  know  that  production  results  will 
justify  all  mutual  efforts.” 


Barbara  Brown  Into  Two  Films 

Barbara  Brown  has  been  cast  for  a role  in 
Warners’  “Too  Young  to  Know”  and  “Danger 
Signal.” 


NEW  YORK — Exhibitors  who  booked  and 
rebooked  Metro’s  most  popular  cartoon  to 
date,  “Red  Hot  Riding  Hood,”  will  be  glad 
to  learn  that  a sequel  is  soon  to  be  released. 

The  original  had  the  greatest  number  of 
bookings  of  any  M-G-M  short  subject  in 
its  18-year  history — over  15,000.  It  is  expect- 
ed that  it  will  garner  3,000  more  bookings 
before  its  popularity  wanes. 

In  addition  to  setting  a new  record  for 
bookings,  this  cartoon,  produced  under  the 
direction  of  Fred  Quimby  and  released  in 
May  1943,  created  a new  cartoon  character 
“Red.” 

Since  the  release  of  “Red  Hot  Riding  Hood” 
the  M-G-M  studios  have  been  swamped 
with  requests  for  pinups  of  “Red.”  The 


BOTH  HOT  AND  COLD— Sequel  to 
“Red  Hot  Riding  Hood”  will  be  made  by 
Metro,  and  is  expected  to  attain  or  ex- 
ceed the  popularity  of  the  initial  car- 
toon. “Red”  is  a beauteous  creature  with 
more  curves  than  a mountain  railroad, 
and,  despite  a cold  film  locale,  manages 
to  live  up  to  her  full  appellation. 


wolf  character,  who  wears  white  tie  and  tails 
and  rides  about  in  a classy  roadster  is  also 
popular  with  service  men. 

The  667th  bombardment  squadron,  sta- 
tioned at  Alachua  army  air  field  at  Gaines- 
ville, Fla.,  uses  the  wolf  insignia  on  all  of 
its  planes,  and  so  does  the  233rd  Bom- 
bardier training  group  at  Kirtland  Field, 
New  Mexico. 

The  wolf  is  popular  also  with  the  men 
who  go  to  sea.  Every  “ash-can”  full  of 
TNT  hurled  at  enemy  submarines  by  the 
crew  of  coast  guard  cutter  No.  8333  bears 
a likeness  of  the  wolf. 

Lieut.  James  W.  Dunlap  and  the  crew  of 
a B24  bomber  stationed  at  Langley  Field, 
Va.,  named  their  plane  “Red  Hot  Riding 
Hood.”  A likeness  of  “Red”  in  full  color 
is  painted  on  the  fuselage. 

Next  appearance  of  “Red”  and  the  wolf 
will  be  in  Metro’s  forthcoming  Technicolor 
cartoon,  “The  Shooting  of  Dan  McGoo,” 
in  which  the  former  will  be  seen  as  “The 
Lady  Known  as  Lou.”  While  an  off-stage 
voice  recites  the  famous  Robert  W.  Service 
poem,  a travesty  in  which  “Red”  figures  is 
enacted. 

The  voice  of  Imogene  Lynn,  featured  solo- 
ist with  Artie  Shaw’s  new  orchestra  is  heard 
singing  “Put  Your  Arms  Around  Me  Honey.” 

The  studio  plans  to  present  “Red”  in 
modernized  versions  of  story  book  charac- 
ters. In  “Swingshift  Cindy”  she  will  be  a 
modern  Cinderella,  who  is  a rug-cutter,  while 
in  “Uncle  Tom’s  Cabana”  she  will  play 
Little  Eva,  a swingster  from  the  bayous. 


Aldrich  Says  WAC's  Fund 
Films  "Most  Effective® 

NEW  YORK— The  film  made  by  WAC  for 
the  National  War  Fund  campaign  for  the 
past  two  years  has  been  termed  “the  most 
effective  single  publicity  instrument”  in  the 
drives  by  Winthrop  W.  Aldrich,  president 
of  the  National  War  Fund. 

Aldrich  praised  the  films  in  a letter  to 
Francis  S.  Harmon,  coordinator  of  WAC,  and 
at  the  same  time  requested  that  the  indus- 
try make  another  short  subject  for  the  fund 
drive  next  fall.  Pathe  News  will  make  the 
film  this  year  as  it  did  last.  The  National 
War  Fund  told  Frederick  Ullman  jr„  Pathe 
News  president,  that  the  last  appeal,  “Memo 
for  Joe,”  written  by  Ardis  Smith,  was  high- 
ly successful. 
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RED  CROSS  WAR  FUND  WEEK— MARCH  15-21 


"Outstanding  box-office!  Greater  impact 
than  the  novel!"  -m.p.  Daily 

"Sure  of  big  grosses!  Imposing  box- 
office  stature!"  — Film  Doily 

"Most  popular  novel  since  'Gone  With  The 
Wind'— absorbing  atl  the  way!'  -M.  p.  Herald 

"One  of  the  fine  film  dramas  of  the  year!" 

— Variety 

"A  superlative  job!  Heart-stirring!  Sure- 
fire!" — The  Independent 

"Top-grade  drawing  power!" 

— Showmen's  Trade  Review 


"Certain  to  return  tremendous  grosses!" 


ALMOST  COLOSSAL — This  is  about  the  biggest  advertising  sign  ever  in- 
stalled. anywhere.  It  was  so  big  paratroopers  could  see  it  several  thousand  feet  in 
the  air  about  Fort  Benning  and  they  used  it  as  a target  for  their  descents. 


Forty-Nine  M-G-M  Features  Played 
716  Weeks  at  Astor  in  20  Years 


NEW  YORK — As  Loew’s  bowed  out  of  the 
Astor  after  operating  the  house  for  20  years, 
it  was  learned  that  the  company’s  product 
tenanted  it  a total  of  716  weeks  during  which 
49  of  Leo’s  features  played  there. 

“The  Big  Parade”  holds  the  all-time  rec- 
ord for  longevity,  having  played  for  98  weeks 
during  1925  and  1926.  The  runnerup  was 
“Gone  With  the  Wind,”  with  49  weeks,  while 
third  place  went  to  “Broadway  Melody” 
with  27  weeks. 

Louise  Leonard,  manager  of  the  Astor  for 
the  past  three  years,  has  been  assigned  to 
the  house  in  different  capacities  for  a major 
part  of  the  time  it  operated  under  Leo’s 
banner. 

“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  the  final  attrac- 
tion at  the  Astor  before  the  City  Invest- 
ing Co.,  owners  of  the  property,  assumed 
management,  remained  a total  of  ten  weeks. 
Each  succeeding  week  of  “St.  Louis”  was 
better  than  the  corresponding  week  for  the 
previous  record-holder  “Kismet.” 

The  Record  Since  1925 

Since  1925,  when  Loew’s  assumed  man- 
agement, the  Astor’s  M-G-M  attractions  and 
the  length  of  their  stay  have  been  as  follows: 

1925-1926 — “The  Big  Parade,”  98  weeks. 

1927 —  “The  Student  Prince,”  14. 

1928 —  “The  Enemy,”  9;  “The  Crowd,”  4; 
“Trail  of  ’98,”  17;  “White  Shadows,”  15. 

1929 —  “Jimmy  Valentine,”  11;  “Broadway 
Melody,”  27;  “Hollywood  Revue,”  18. 

1930—  “Devil  May  Care,”  5;  “Rogue’s  Song,” 
21;  “The  Big  House,”  17;  “War  Nurse,”  9. 

1931 —  “New  Moon,”  7;  “Trader  Horn,”  13; 
“A  Free  Soul,”  15;  “The  Guardsman,”  8; 
“The  Champ,”  6. 

1932 —  “Hell  Divers,”  14;  “Grand  Hotel,” 
20;  “Strange  Interlude,”  18. 

1933 —  “Rasputin  and  the  Empress,”  12; 
“White  Sister,”  5;  “Hell  Below,”  5;  “Din- 
ner at  Eight,”  12;  “Eskimo,”  5. 

1934 —  “Queen  Christina,”  7;  “Merry  Widow,” 
4. 

1936 —  “The  Great  Ziegfeld,”  19;  “Romeo 
and  Juliet,”  14. 

1937 —  “The  Good  Earth,”  14;  “Captains 
Courageous,”  8;  “Firefly,”  9. 

1938 —  “Marie  Antoinette,”  15. 

1939 —  “Pygmalion,”  22;  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,”  26. 

1940 —  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  43. 


1941 —  “Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde,”  11; 
“Chocolate  Soldier,”  8. 

1942 —  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  6-week  re- 
turn engagement. 

1943 —  “For  Me  and  My  Gal,”  12;  “Tennes- 
see Johnson,”  7;  “The  Human  Comedy,”  17; 
“Best  Foot  Forward,”  11;  “Thousands  Cheer,” 
10. 

1943- 44 — “Cry  ‘Havoc,’  ” 7. 

1944 —  “See  Here,  Private  Hargrove,”  14; 
“Bathing  Beauty,”  8;  “Kismet,”  14;  “Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis,”  10. 

Additional  M-G-M  Field 
Representatives  in  N.  Y. 

NEW  YORK— Three  M-G-M  field  promo- 
tion representatives  and  as  many  office  man- 
agers are  in  New  York  for  a week’s  visit 
with  home  office  department  heads.  The 
field  promotion  representatives  due  are  Wil- 
liam G.  Bishop,  western  representative  with 
headquarters  in  Chicago;  Louis  W.  Orlove, 
handling  the  Milwaukee  territory,  and  Nor- 
man W.  Pyle,  covering  the  Minneapolis  area. 

The  three  office  managers  arriving  include 
W.  W.  Spruce,  Dallas;  F.  Armington,  Des 
Moines,  and  Joseph  Markowitz,  Los  Angeles. 

Leaving  over  the  weekend  for  their  re- 
spective headquarters  after  a week’s  visit 
here  were  field  promotion  representatives, 
Charles  Dietz,  Detroit;  Dewey  Bloom,  To- 
ronto; William  Greene,  Chicago,  and  Charles 
Baron,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  following  office 
managers:  Alvin  Gross,  Minneapolis;  Jay 
Zimmerman,  St.  Louis,  and  Ben  Wolf,  Bos- 
ton. 

Harold  Rodner  Trustee 
For  Jewish  Children 

NEW  YORK — Harold  Rodner  has  been 
named  trustee  of  the  Association  of  Jewish 
Children,  an  organization  formed  to  care 
for  underprivileged  and  handicapped  young- 
sters who  come  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Federation  of  Jewish  Charities. 

Rodner  is  an  executive  in  Warners’  home 
office.  I.  Howard  Lehman  is  president  of 
the  association,  and  H.  M.  Warner,  presi- 
dent of  Warners,  is  an  honorary  trustee. 


"St.  Louis"  Continuing 
To  Set  New  Records 

NEW  YORK— “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  in 
its  first  51  engagements  throughout  the 
country  has  averaged  140  per  cent  of  normal 
grosses  during  the  first  week’s  runs.  Includ- 
ed among  these  returns  are  situations  with 
populations  ranging  from  1,000,000  to  25,000. 

During  the  past  week,  “St.  Louis”  was 
held  over  in  13  spots  and  had  six  additional 
moveovers.  The  film  is  enjoying  its  longest 
engagement  out  of  town  at  the  Aldine,  Phila- 
delphia, where  it  is  passing  its  seventh  week 
and  is  expected  to  remain  for  three  more 
weeks.  Indications  point  to  the  largest  gross 
of  any  M-G-M  first  run  film  in  Philadel- 
phia’s history. 

In  Los  Angeles,  it  bowed  out  of  three  Fox 
West  Coast  houses  on  February  5 to  make 
way  for  “National  Velvet.”  In  setting  new 
lecords  across  the  country,  “St.  Louis”  is 
beating  such  previous  record-holders  as  “Mrs. 
Parkington,”  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,” 
“Dragon  Seed”  and  “The  White  Cliffs  of 
Dover.” 

The  film  opens  on  the  Loew’s  metropolitan 
New  York  circuit  Easter  week. 

"I'll  Be  Seeing  You"  Sets 
New  High  in  Key  Cities 

NEW  YORK— “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  Selz- 
nick  International  production  costarring 
Ginger  Rogers,  Joseph  Cotten  and  Shirley 
Temple,  is  doing  exceptionally  strong  busi- 
ness in  the  west  and  middle  west,  according 
to  United  Artists.  In  its  first  group  of  key 
city  runs  in  those  areas  the  Dieterle-direct- 
ed  feature  surpassed  the  record  gross  antici- 
pated by  its  producers. 

It  set  new  high  in  receipts  at  a three- 
theatre  day  and  date  engagement  in  Los 
Angeles,  topped  previous  record  grosses  at 
the  Fox  and  State  theatres  in  San  Diego, 
did  sensational  business  in  Santa  Ana  and, 
at  both  the  Esquire  and  Denver  theatres  in 
Denver,  scored  the  biggest  business  of  the 
year.  At  the  Radio  City  Theatre,  Minne- 
apolis, the  film  proved  one  of  the  greatest 
boxoffice  hits  in  that  house’s  history,  ac- 
cording to  John  Friedl,  head  of  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co. 

Two  March  Releases 
Set  by  Warner  Bros. 

NEW  YORK — Two  Warner  Bros,  features 
have  been  set  for  March  release,  it  is  an- 
nounced by  Ben  Kalmenson,  general  sales 
manager. 

“Roughly  Speaking,”  Rosalind  Russell- 
Jack  Carson  starrer,  now  having  an  ad- 
vance run  at  the  Hollywood  Theatre,  goes 
into  national  release  March  3. 

“Hotel  Berlin,”  being  rushed  to  coincide 
with  the  Russian  army  drive  on  the  German 
capital,  is  set  for  general  distribution  March 
17  following  a New  York  Strand  premiere. 


Warner  Star  in  SEP 

NEW  YORK — Humphrey  Bogart,  in  the 
current  issue  of  Saturday  Evening  Post,  re- 
plies to  those  who  criticized  him  for  broad- 
casting his  political  preferences  during  the 
1944  Presidential  campaign.  The  Warner 
star  says  he  fails  to  see  why  he  should  be 
either  praised  or  damned  for  doing  what 
millions  of  his  fellow  Americans  did. 


20th  March  Releases 

NEW  YORK  — “Thunderhead — Son  of 
Flicka”  and  “Circumstantial  Evidence”  will 
be  released  by  20th-Fox  during  March. 
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Territorial  Theatres 
Aid  Red  Cross  Drive 

NEW  YORK — Theatres  in  Alaska,  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands  will  for  the 
first  time  take  part  in  a Red  Cross  cam- 
paign when  they  join  exhibitors  in  the  U.S. 
in  the  observance  of  the  motion  picture 
industry’s  Red  Cross  war  fund  week,  March 
15-21. 

Homer  Garvin  of  the  Juneau  Empire  The- 
atres, with  offices  in  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
Juneau,  is  Alaska  exchange  area  exhibitor 
chairman;  Robert  O.  Schoham  of  Metro 
Theatres,  San  Juan,  is  chairman  for  Puerto 
Rico;  and  the  Virgin  Islands  will  be  super- 
vised by  Clarence  Payne,  Town  Hall,  St. 
Thomas,  and  V.  Fredericksen,  Christiansted 
Theatre,  St.  Croix. 

Garvin  wrote  to  Leon  Bamberger,  national 
campaign  director,  that  he  had  sold  more 
than  $300,000  in  E bonds  during  the  last 
two  years  in  Juneau,  a city  of  6,000  popula- 
tion. 

MP  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
Pledges  Now  in  Mail 

NEW  YORK — Two  special  drive  pledges 
have  been  mailed  to  exhibitors  throughout 
the  country  by  the  national  committee  for 
the  motion  picture  industry’s  Red  Cross 
war  fund  week,  March  15-21.  The  pledges 
are  intended  as  an  added  stimulus  in  en- 
listing the  aid  of  all  showmen  in  the  cam- 
paign. 

One  pledge,  a postcard  stamped  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  theatre’s  exchange  area  ex- 
hibitor chairman,  only  requires  the  mana- 
ger’s signature.  The  second  pledge  is  to  be 
retained  by  the  manager  as  a reminder  of 
“The  biggest  job  we  have  to  do  this  year.” 
It  has  a calendar,  and  can  be  posted  in 
the  manager’s  office. 

Canadian  Showman  Sends 
Check  for  March  of  Dimes 

BRIDGEPORT,  CONN. — Joseph  Rosenthal 
of  London,  Ont.,  goes  out  of  his  way  to  con- 
tribute to  the  March  of  Dimes.  In  Canada 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a March  of  Dimes, 
but  nevertheless  Joe  has  a soft  spot  in  his 
heart  for  this  U.S.  fund  raising  drive.  It 
seems  that  Joe’s  mother,  who  died  last  year, 
never  failed  to  send  a donation  to  the  March 
of  Dimes.  So  Joe  is  keeping  up  his  mother’s 
good  deed  and  during  the  drive  he  sent  his 
personal  check  as  a donation  to  his  sister- 
in-law*  Molly  Rosenthal.  Rosenthal’s  brother, 
Morris,  manages  the  Loew’s  Poli  in  New 
Haven. 

Gather  Surreys,  Wagons 
For  Premiere  of  "Co-Pilot" 

MACON,  GA. — Surreys  and  farm  wagons  in 
this  vicinity  are  being  collected  in  order  to 
put  on  the  first  gasless  parade  to  greet  Col. 
Robert  Lee  Scott,  main  character  of  Warners’ 
“God  Is  My  Co-Pilot.” 

Colonel  Scott  and  other  celebrities  will  end 
a war  bond  tour  with  the  world  premiere  of 
the  picture  at  the  Grand  February  21. 


UA  Sets  Shorts  Titles 

NEW  YORK — United  Artists  has  deter- 
mined on  titles  for  the  first  five  Daffy 
Dittys,  Technicolor  one-reelers  produced  in 
Hollywood  by  Larry  Morey  and  John  Suth- 
erland. First  of  the  short  subjects,  “The 
Cross-Eyed  Bull,”  is  now  being  booked 
throughout  the  country.  Titles  to  follow  in 
the  ten-minute  cartoon  series  are:  “The 
Flying  Jeep,”  “The  Lady  Says  ‘No,’  ” “Pepi- 
to’s  Serenade”  and  “Choo  Choo,  Amigo.” 


Kleinsmith  and  Joy  Upped 
By  National  Carbide  Firm 

NEW  YORK — C.  O.  Kleinsmith  has  been 
named  a vice-president  of  National  Carbide 
Co.,  Inc.,  a unit  of  the  Union  Carbide  and 
Carbon  Corp.,  and  in  turn  he  has  announced 
the  appointment  of  D.  B.  Joy  as  general  sales 
manager  for  Carbon  products. 


Kleinsmith  formerly  was  sales  manager  for 
the  company’s  Eveready  Products,  and  before 
that  sales  manager  for  the  eastern  half  of 
the  country.  He  has  been  with  the  company 
since  1919. 

Joy  joined  the  firm  in  1923,  as  a graduate 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 
Ten  years  ago  he  was  made  director  of  the 
company's  engineering  laboratory  at  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio,  and  four  years  ago  became  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  Fostoria  factory, 
being  named  product  manager  last  year. 


NEW  YORK — Twentieth-Fox  will  be  30 
years  old  in  April  and  an  international  cele- 
bration is  in  the  making. 

Tom  Connors,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales,  has  designated  Herman  Wobber,  west 
coast  division  sales  manager,  to  direct  the 
celebration.  Wobber,  making  his  temporary 
headquarters  in  the  home  office  here  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  the  celebration,  is  now 
visiting  various  20th-Fox  exchanges  to  dis- 
cuss arrangements. 

His  itinerary  has  already  taken  him  to 
Albany,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  D.  C., 
Boston,  New  Haven,  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland, 
Charlotte,  Atlanta  and  New  Orleans.  Dur- 
ing the  next  month  he  plans  to  visit  the 
following  exchanges: 

Memphis,  Oklahoma  City,  Dallas,  Kansas 
City,  St.  Louis,  Indianapolis,  Detroit,  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee,  Minneapolis,  Des  Moines, 
Omaha,  Denver,  Portland,  Ore.,  where  Se- 
attle and  Vancouver  branches  will  attend 
meetings;  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles. 
He  will  complete  his  trip  March  5. 

Fox  Film  Corp.,  predecessor  of  20th-Fox, 
started  production  in  its  own  studio  in  Fort 
Lee,  N.  J„  in  1915.  Later  a second  studio 
was  opened  in  New  York.  Still  later  the 
company  began  producing  films  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  first  picture  produced  by  the  company 
was  “Life’s  Shop  Window,”  starring  Stuart 
Holmes.  Early  stars  were  William  Farnum, 
Theda  Bara  and  Annette  Kellerman.  Fox 
newsreels  were  first  released  in  1919.  Through 
the  years  the  company’s  newsreels  have  ac- 
cumulated a wealth  of  material  on  contem- 
porary history. 

Other  stars  who  appeared  under  the  Fox 
banner  up  to  the  company’s  merger  in  1935 
with  20th-Fox  included  Tom  Mix,  Will  Rog- 
ers, Janet  Gaynor,  Charles  Farrell,  Viola 
Dana,  Madge  Bellamy,  Warner  Baxter,  Victor 
McLaglen,  Edmund  Lowe  and  Jimmy  Dunn. 


Ruggles  Says  British 
Film  Outlook  Good 

NEW  YORK — Specifically  designed  to  ap- 
peal to  English-speaking  audiences  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  “London  Town,”  Wes- 
ley Ruggles’  forthcoming  Technicolor  mu- 
sical may  go  far  to  stimulate  an  exchange 
of  ideas  and  production  techniques  between 
the  U.S.  and  the  U.K.  The  idea  for  the 
picture  came  to  Ruggles  while  he  was  dodg- 
ing buzz  bombs  in  Hyde  Park,  London;  he 
took  it  to  California  and  there  developed 
it  into  a complete  scenario. 

Carrying  the  “hands  across  the  sea”  idea 
farther,  Ruggles  had  the  sets  and  costumes 
designed  in  Hollywood  by  Australia-born 
Orry-Kelly  and  Ernst  Fegte,  respectively. 
Materials  unavailable  in  England  will  be 
purchased  here  and  shipped  abroad.  Johnny 
Burke  and  Jimmy  Van  Heusen  have  com- 
pleted the  picture’s  score. 

“The  cast  will  be  all-British  and,  al- 
though I may  have  some  American  special- 
ists on  my  staff,  I expect  to  utilize  camera- 
men and  sound  technicians  already  in  Eng- 
land. If  there’s  one  thing  I’d  like  to  em- 
phasize, it’s  this:  I have  no  intention  of 
taking  jobs  away  from  British  men  and 
women — on  the  contrary,  I hope  to  make 
jobs  for  them,”  Ruggles  said. 

Asked  what  he  thought  about  the  future 
of  British  pictures,  Ruggles  smiled  confi- 
dently, “That’s  why  I’m  going  there — I know 
they  have  a very  big  future,”  he  said.-  “With 
J.  Arthur  Rank  heading  the  industry,  Brit- 
ish films  will  go  far.” 


The  merger  brought  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  into  the  consoli- 
dated companies.  The  intervening  ten  years 
have  seen  the  studio  become  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  production  field. 

This  year  also  marks  the  25th  anniver- 
sary of  Movietonews,  one  of  the  first  news- 
reels to  use  a sound  track.  Ten  years  ago 
the  March  of  Time  was  started.  MOT  is 
observing  its  own  anniversary  along  with 
that  of  20th-Fox. 

In  the  decade  since  Schenck  and  Zanuck 
began  to  direct  production,  many  new  per- 
sonalities have  become  international  by- 
words. These  include  Shirley  Temple,  Tyrone 
Power,  Henry  Fonda,  George  Montgomery, 
Cesar  Romero,  Victor  Mature,  Sonja  Henie, 
Betty  Grable,  Alice  Faye,  Carmen  Miranda. 

Dismiss  Loew's  and  20th 
In  Chicago  Antitrust  Suit 

CHICAGO — In  granting  a new  trial  to  five 
distributor  defendants,  Judge  William  H. 
Holly  on  Tuesday  dismissed  Loew’s,  Inc., 
and  20th-Fox  as  defendants  in  the  $105,000 
antitrust  suit  on  which  a verdict  of  guilty 
was  returned  on  January  24. 

In  a judgment  notwithstanding  the  ver- 
dict, Judge  Holly  ruled  that  Loew’s  and  20th- 
Fox  did  not  conspire,  as  the  suit  charged, 
to  force  out  of  business  Thomas  Murray, 
former  operator  of  the  Thalia  Theatre. 


"Canteen"  Run  a Record 

WASHINGTON  — Warners’  “Hollywood 
Canteen”  finished  a second  week  at  the 
Metropolitan  after  playing  three  weeks  day- 
and-date  at  the  Earle  and  Ambassador.  This 
total  of  eight  weeks  playing  time  to  date  is 
a record  for  Warners’  theatres  here. 


D.  B.  JOY 


20th-Fox  Is  30  Years  Old  in  April; 
International  Celebration  Readied 
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SIGN  THAT  PLEDGE  CARD!  RED  CROSS  DRIVE  — MARCH  15-21 
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Produced  by  Adrian  Scott  • Directed  by  Edward  Dmytryk 

Screen  Play  by  John  Paxton 


ACQUIRING  ELEMENTARY  PRINCIPALS  OF  LAW 
BY  READING  COURT  CASES  AN  AID  TO  EXHIBITOR 


By  LEO  T.  PARKER 

THEATRE  NOT  NUISANCE 

Modern  courts  consistently  hold  that  a 
theatre  is  not  a legal  nuisance.  Therefore, 
nearby  property  owners  who  object  to  noises 
cannot  expect  a court  to  order  a lawfully 
operated  theatre  to  close. 

For  example,  in  Payne  vs.  Johnson  Theatre 
Corp.,  145  Pac.  (2d)  552,  reported  March 
1944,  it  was  shown  that  certain  property 
owners  sued  an  open  air  theatre  corporation 
and  asked  the  court  to  stop  its  operation  be- 
cause the  noise  developed  through  the  loud 
speaker  system  “is  so  disturbing  to  the  peace 
and  quiet  as  to  constitute  a nuisance,”  The 
higher  court  refused  to  enjoin  conduction  of 
the  theatre  and  said: 

“Appellant’s  (theatre  corporation’s)  busi- 
ness is  lawful  in  itself  and  is  conducted  in  a 
community  where  it  has  a right  to  be.” 

However,  the  court  said  that  the  volume 
of  sound  from  the  loud  speakers  should  be 
reduced  at  night  time. 

JURY  MUST  DECIDE 

Generally  speaking,  modern  higher  courts 
uphold  verdicts  rendered  by  a jury. 

In  Bone  vs.  Publix  Great  States  Theatres, 
Inc.,  54  N.  E.  (2d)  98,  reported  May  1944, 
the  jury  held  a theatre  owner  liable  in  dam- 
ages for  an  injury  sustained  by  a theatre 
patron.  The  higher  court  approved  the 
verdict  and  said  that  in  a suit  of  this  na- 
ture whether  the  carpet  was  loose  and 
whether  the  theatre  owner  had  knowledge 
of  the  defect  were  for  the  jury  to  decide. 

Also,  see  Maybee  vs.  Missouri  Orpheum 
Corp.,  181  S.  W.  (2d)  771,  reported  August 
1944.  This  court  said: 

“The  evidence  is  sufficient  for  the  jury  to 
find  that  the  carpet  was  cupped -up  at  the 
time  plaintiff  (patron)  entered  this  par- 
ticular aisle.” 

With  respect  to  the  duty  of  a theatre 
owner  or  his  employe  to  notify  theatre  pa- 
trons of  a dangerous  condition,  the  court 
said: 

“If  he  (the  usher),  saw  the  cupped-up 
place  or,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
could  have  seen  it,  then  it  was  his  duty  to 
warn  plaintiff  (patron)  of  such  condition.” 

Another  important  point  of  law  was  dis- 
cussed in  Central  Theatres,  Inc.  vs.  Wilkin- 
son, 18  So.  (2d)  755,  reported  August  1944. 
In  this  case  it  was  shown  that  a theatre 
owner  permitted  bad  boys  to  play  in  the 
theatre  during  show  time.  A patron  had  his 
eye  put  out  when  a boy  shot  a BB  shot  in 
his  eye.  The  higher  court  held  the  theatre 
owner  liable  purely  because  he  knew  that  boys 
customarily  played  pranks  in  the  theatre  and 
took  no  action  to  stop  them  from  doing  so. 
This  court  said: 

“The  man  in  charge  did  not  discourage 
the  boys  as  they  paraded  in  and  out  the 
lobby,  the  toilet,  the  theatre,  bearing  with 
them  an  air  gun  or  two.  They  were  allowed 
to  enter  and  enjoy  the  show  while  thus 
armed.” 

ELIMINATE  DANGERS 

The  necessity  and  advisability  of  theatre 
owners  and  managers  eliminating  dangerous 
conditions  in  theatres  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  higher  court  decision  in  Rosen  vs.  Bos- 
ton, Inc.,  54  N.  E.  (2d)  49,  reported  May  1944. 
In  this  case  it  was  shown  that  there  was  a 
perpendicular  drop  of  ten  and  one-half  inches 
in  an  aisle.  A woman  fell  and  was  seriously 
injured.  The  higher  court  promptly  held  the 
theatre  corporation  liable  and  said: 

“The  construction  of  a floor  with  a per- 
pendicular drop  of  ten  and  one-half  inches 


It  is  well  recognized  among  theatre  law 
experts  that  the  majority  of  litigations  in 
which  theatre  owners  become  involved  may 
be  decided  in  their  favor  if  they  acquire 
elementary  principles  of  the  modern  law. 
Obviously,  theatre  owners , or  corporation 
officials  cannot  obtain  knowledge  of  all 
branches  of  complicated  legal  procedure, 
but  it  is  both  easy  and  interesting  to  ac- 
quire legal  knowledge  by  reading  about  suits 
which  other  theatre  owners  have  been  com- 
pelled to  defend  during  the  past  few  weeks. 
Thus,  readers  should  clip  the  pages  and 
file  the  herein  reported  cases  under  proper 
headings  because  these  cases  illustrate  how 
theatre  owners  and  officials  may  win  and 
defend  suits  when  the  occasions  demand. 


could  be  found  to  be  defective  and  unsafe.” 

On  the  other  hand,  see  Matherne  vs.  Los 
Feliz  Theatre,  128  (2d)  59,  where  a theatre 
patron  walked  from  a wet  sidewalk  into  a 
theatre  lobby,  slipped  and  fell.  The  higher 
court  held  the  theatre  owner  not  liable,  and 
said: 

“She  was  required  to  use  ordinary  care 
for  her  own  safety.” 

ANOTHER  PATRON’S  NEGLIGENCE 

Generally  speaking,  a theatre  owner  is  not 
liable  in  damages  for  injuries  to  a patron 
where  the  dangerous  condition  was  caused 
(by  another  patron.  However,  if  the  theatre 
owner,  his  manager,  or  employe  knew  of  this 
dangerous  condition  the  theatre  owner  is 
liable  if  it  is  permitted  to  exist. 

For  illustration,  in  Denton  vs.  Third  Ave- 
nue Theatre  Co.,  Inc.,  29  S.  E.  (2d)  353,  re- 
ported May  1944,  it  was  shown  that  a thea- 
tre patron  dropped  and  broke  a bottle  of 
cleaning  compound.  The  usher  came  down 
the  aisle  and  talked  to  the  patron  who 
broke  the  bottle  but  failed  to  clean  up  the 
mess.  Soon  afterward  another  patron 
slipped  and  fell  in  the  compound.  She  sued 
the  theatre  owner  for  damages.  The  court 
held  the  patron  entitled  to  a recovery. 

PRIZE  MONEY  AWARDED  WINNER 

Modern  higher  courts  consistently  hold  that 
when  a theatre  company  offers  a prize,  its 
officials  are  obligated  to  use  reasonable 
diligence  and  care  to  locate  the  successful  or 
lucky  contestant. 

For  illustration,  in  Seale  Co.  vs.  Buck,  15 
So.  (2d)  213,  a girl  brought  suit  to  recover 
$100  as  a prize  which  she  won. 

She  proved  that  a stub  with  her  name 
thereon  was  withdrawn  from  a box  and  a 
representative  of  the  company  went  to  the 
address  listed  on  the  stub.  HoweVer,  the 
girl  had  moved,  but  the  representative  could 
have  learned  where  she  had  moved  if  he  had 
made  reasonable  inquiries.  The  prize  was 
given  to  another  patron.  It  is  interesting 
to  observe  that  the  higher  court  held  the 
company  liable,  and  said: 

“We  hold  therefore  that  in  the  circum- 
stances presented  here  there  is  an  implied 
condition  that  the  offerer  will  use  reason- 
able diligence  to  locate  its  successful  patron 
within  the  time  limits,  using  the  address  or 
other  information  on  file  as  a guide  in  its 
search.” 

ORDINANCE  VOID 

Modern  higher  courts  consistently  hold 
that  a municipality’s  rights  to  control  its 
street  does  not  abridge  the  constitutional 
liberty  of  one  rightfully  on  the  street  to  im- 
part information  through  speech  or  the  dis- 
tribution of  literature. 

For  example,  in  Greiner  vs.  City  of  Yale, 


139  Pac.  (2d)  606,  it  was  shown  that  a 
municipality  passed  an  ordinance  which 
made  it  unlawful  for  any  person  to  dis- 
tribute handbills,  or  circulars  by  giving  or 
handing  them  to  any  person  passing  along 
any  side-walk,  or  by  throwing  them  upon 
any  public  or  private  ground.  The  law 
came  before  the  higher  court  which  held  it 
invalid. 

ACTOR  RECOVERS  DAMAGES 

A recent  higher  court  decision  is  a warn- 
ing that  all  theatre  owners  who  permit  “out- 
siders” to  put  on  a show  should  require  them 
either  to  furnish  a bond  guaranteeing  the 
theatre  owner  against  suits,  or  such  “out- 
siders” should  be  required  to  carry  insurance 
under  State  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act. 

For  instance,  in  Perrin  vs.  American  The- 
atrical Co.,  178  S.  W.  (2d)  332,  reported  June 
1944,  it  was  shown  that  a personal  appear- 
ance actor  was  injured  while  on  the  theatre 
stage.  He  was  injured  when  he  stepped  upon 
a temporary  stairway,  leading  from  the  stage 
to  the  floor  of  the  parquet,  which  had  not 
been  fastened  to  the  floor  of  the  stage.  He 
sued  the  theatre  owner  and  recovered  a 
judgment  for  $8,000  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  theatre  owner  carried  no  Workmen’s 
Compensation  Insurance  on  this  actor. 

If  the  actor  had  had  insurance  under  the 
State  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act,  or  other 
form  of  guarantee  or  security  against  liabil- 
ity suits  against  the  theatre  owner,  he  could 
not  have  sued  and  recovered  damages.  Mod- 
ern courts  hold  that  when  an  employe  files 
application  under  the  State  Workmen’s  Com- 
pensation Act  he  forfeits  his  right  to  sue 
his  employer  for  damages. 

SALE  OF  TICKETS 

A modem  higher  court  has  held  that  a 
theatre  owner  has  the  control  over  the  dis- 
tribution and  sale  of  tickets  unless  a dif- 
ferent arrangement  has  been  made  with  the 
producer  of  the  performance.  In  other  words, 
the  theatre  owner  has  the  right  to  decide 
whether  (he  will  sell  all  the  tickets  directly 
to  the  public  or  save  a part  of  them  to  be 
sold  through  ticket  agencies  he  has  selected. 

For  instance,  in  Foster  vs.  Shubert  Hold- 
ing Co.,  55  N.  E.  (2d)  772,  reported  August 
1944,  the  higher  court  held  that  a theatre 
owner  is  not  required  to  allot  any  theatre 
tickets  to  any  particular  agency. 

PROPER  SERVICE 

Unless  “service”  suit  is  legal  the  one  served 
does  not  have  to  appear  for  trial. 

In  State  Kaimann  vs.  Hughes,  181  S.  W. 
(2d)  524,  reported  September  1944,  the  higher 
court  held  that  the  president  of  a corpora- 
tion is  its  (duly  authorized  agent  and  may 
acknowledge  service  in  a suit  against  the 
corporation. 

In  this  case  suit  was  filed  to  terminate  a 
theatre  lease  and  the  higher  court  held  that 
service  on  the  company’s  president  was  legal. 

NOT  LIABLE  FOR  ASSAULT 

Considerable  discussion  has  arisen  from 
time  to  time  over  the  answer  to  the  legal 
question:  When  and  under  what  circum- 
stances is  a theatre  corporation  liable  in 
damages  for  abuse  or  assault  to  a patron? 
The  law  is  as  follows:  The  theatre  corpora- 
tion is  liable  for  acts  of  an  employe  only 
when  what  is  complained  of  was  done  in 
the  course  of  the  employment.  Therefore, 
if  an  employe  is  impelled  by  motives  that  are 
wholly  personal  to  himself,  and  simply  to 
gratify  his  own  feeling  of  resentment  com- 
mits an  assault  upon  another  then  the  wrong 
is  the  purely  personal  wrong  of  the  employe, 
for  which  he  alone  is  responsible. 
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SIGNING  CONTRACT — Paramount  has  set  a Spanish  distribution  deal.  Left 
to  right,  seated:  Peter  Couret,  John  W.  Hicks;  standing,  Barney  Balaban,  George 
Weltner,  Robert  C.  Alexander  Robert  L.  Graham. 

Popcorn,  "Must"  Item  for  Theatres, 
May  Get  Even  Scarcer  Ere  Long 


Paramount  Distribution 
For  Spain  Finally  Set 

MADRID — Paramount  pictures  will  be  dis- 
tributed in  this  country  by  the  newly-formed 
Paramount-Mercurio  Films,  S.A.,  according 
to  John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  president  of  Paramount 
International  Films,  Inc.  Negotiations  cul- 
minating in  the  long-term  contract  just 
signed  began  last  October  between  Peter 
Couret  of  Mercurio  Films  and  Robert  L.  Gra- 
ham, Paramount’s  special  representative. 

With  the  announcement,  made  simul- 
taneously in  Madrid,  Barcelona,  Seville,  Va- 
lencia and  Bilboa,  Paramount  Films  de  Es- 
pana,  S.A.,  is  officially  registered  in  Spain, 
and  Paramount-Mercurio  operations  begin  at 
once.  The  Couret  family,  through  its  in- 
terest in  Mercurio  Films,  has  had  long  ex- 
perience in  picture  distribution  in  Spain,  hav- 
ing handled  product  of  both  American  and 
British  companies  for  several  years.  Para- 
mount was  among  the  companies  dealing 
previously  with  Mercurio. 

Mort  Blumenstock  Adds 
Five  to  His  Field  Staff 

NEW  YORK — Mort  Blumenstock,  head  of 
Warner  Bros,  advertising  and  publicity  in 
the  east,  has  made  five  additions  to  the 
field  public  relations  staff  with  a view  to 
augmenting  the  force  for  increased  cam- 
paign activity  involving  “Hotel  Berlin,”  “Ob- 
jective, Burma!”  “Roughly  Speaking”  and 
other  forthcoming  releases. 

George  Fishman,  who  was  publicity  head 
for  the  former  United  Chain  Theatres  and 
formerly  eastern  representative  for  Gene 
Autry,  has  been  assigned  by  Blumenstock 
to  the  Philadelphia  territory. 

Edward  A.  Johnson,  long  identified  in  a 
press  and  managerial  capacity  with  various 
branches  of  amusement,  including  motion 
pictures,  and  before  that  in  the  newspaper 
field,  is  taking  over  the  Minneapolis  ex- 
change territory. 

Richard  Stephens,  formerly  with  Warners 
on  the  coast  in  the  radio  department,  will 
work  out  of  the  home  office  under  Bill 
Brumberg,  who  has  charge  of  the  field  staff. 

Two  others  recently  added  to  the  field 
crew  and  now  permanently  assigned  are 
Stanton  Kramer,  who  joined  the  Chicago 
field  staff  headed  by  Ted  Tod,  and  Allan 
Kohan,  who  is  covering  the  Pacific  north- 
west. 


Big  Increase  in  Dimes 
Totals  Seems  Assured 

NEW  YORK — Increases  shown  in  the  early 
returns  from  exhibitors  throughout  the  coun- 
try on  the  current  March  of  Dimes  collections 
indicate  last  year’s  mark  of  $4,667,000  will 
be  topped  by  a wide  margin  this  year. 

Incomplete  returns  from  Loew’s  Theatres 
show  about  $530,000  collected  thus  far  against 
$444,000  in  1944.  RKO  Theatres  collected 
about  $232,000,  a substantial  increase  over 
their  1944  collections. 

Warners  Theatres  in  northern  New  Jersey 
collected  $54,000  against  $47,201  last  year. 
Century  circuit  realized  $26,118  during  the 
first  seven  days  of  the  drive  against  $18,000 
last  year. 

Theatres  in  Puerto  Rico  have  extended 
their  collections  an  additional  ten  days  be- 
cause of  the  delayed  arrival  of  their  trailers. 
All  theatres  are  urged  to  return  their  Greer 
Garson  appeal  trailers  for  salvage  to  their 
nearest  National  Screen  exchange,  and  rush 
their  collection  reports  and  checks  to  their 
state  chairmen. 


Mary  Hatcher  to  Para't  Contract 

Mary  Hatcher,  16-year-old  coloratura  so- 
prano, has  been  given  a new  six-month  Para- 
mount contract. 


OMAHA — Popcorn  has  been  a “must”  item 
the  last  few  years  for  the  majority  of  the- 
atres, as  it  has  become  one  of  their  main 
sources  of  profit,  and  also  the  last  three 
years  £t  has  been  one  of  the  hardest  com- 
modities in  the  field  on  which  to  make  the 
proper  commitments  and  on  which  to  make 
deliveries. 

This  is  due  to  the  many  influences  affect- 
ing popcorn,  such  as  the  shortage  of  candy, 
chewing  gum,  bottled  goods,  ice  cream  and 
all  confections  using  sugar,  plus  an  ex- 
panding market  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
United  States  where  little  corn  was  previous- 
ly sold,  says  Lee  Caffey  of  the  Midwest  Pop- 
corn here,  and  he  resumes: 

The  population  is  increasing  and  each  year 
heavier  withdrawals  from  the  market  are 
made  to  satisfy  this  new  market.  A for- 
eign market  is  also  being  developed  du 
to  our  distributions  through  the  USO  an 
other  outlets.  Hardly  a week  goes  by  that 
there  are  not  large  orders  placed  for  Eng- 
land and  other  countries,  England  being  the 
most  active.  This  expansion,  plus  regula- 
tions with  which  the  farmer  has  to  com- 
ply, makes  it  hard  to  catch  up  with  produc- 
tion. The  farmer  cannot  go  all-out  in  plant- 
ing popcorn  as  popcorn  is  not  considered  an 
essential  crop  and  the  farmer  is  limited, 
when  planting  popcorn,  in  obtaining  gaso- 
line and  other  essential  materials  he  needs. 
This  situation  will  be  more  acute  during 
the  coming  year. 

Due  to  the  above  it  has  been  harder  each 
year  for  the  processor  to  supply  his  regular 
trade.  This  year  it  was  made  harder  than 
ever  due  to  the  fact  all  corn  carried  an 
abnormal  amount  of  moisture.  It  was  re- 
ported by  the  U.S.  agriculture  department 
under  date  of  Oct.  25,  1944,  that  corn  car- 
ried an  average  of  33  per  cent  moisture  as 
against  normal  years  of  24.9  per  cent.  A lot 
of  this  corn  failed  to  mature.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  at  least  30  per  cent  of  the 
crop  failed  from  this  cause  and  another 


ten  per  cent  was  flooded  out,  giving  40  per 
cent  less  than  the  regular  crop.  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  Ohio  corn  was  burned  up  b; 
dry  weather.  All  this  sums  up  to  make  a 
shortage  for  regular  demand,  not  consider- 
ing an  expansion. 

Due  to  high  moisture  content,  OPA  passed 
a ruling  in  September  that  all  processors 
must  dry  corn  artificially  down  to  14  per 
cent  moisture  before  shipment  could  be 
made.  This  is  a good  law,  as  it  protects 
the  popper  from  getting  corn  which  will  not 
pop. 

Corn  should  be  between  13  per  cent  and 
14  per  cent  to  fully  pop  and  every  popper 
who  handles  any  volume  should  either  have 
a tester  or  have  each  batch  of  corn  he 
buys  tested  so  that  he  knows  he  is  getting 
the  maximum  poppage  from  his  corn.  Even 
though  corn  is  14  per  cent  when  bagged, 
it  may  take  on  or  throw  off  two  or  three 
degrees  in  shipment  or  storage  due  to  either 
dry  or  wet  weather.  With  this  new  OPA 
ruling  for  drying,  almost  all  processors 
were  caught  off  base  for  drying  equipment. 
This  equipment  under  present  conditions 
has  been  most  difficult  to  buy  and  have 
installed.  This  has  naturally  been  a bottle- 
neck and  companies  which  could  normally 
ship  several  cars  per  week  have  been  limit- 
ed to  their  dryer  capacity,  which  in  some 
cases  is  a car  a week. 

Processors  have  hundreds  of  cars  of  orders 
backlogged  which  won’t  be  shipped  for 
months.  So,  for  the  next  year  if  you  are 
lucky  you  will  pop  a while,  and  if  you 
are  not,  you  will  have  to  close  for  a while. 


Seven  WB  Army  Premieres 

NEW  YORK — Of  the  seven  American  films 
that  had  world  premieres  in  combat  zones 
overseas  last  year,  four  were  Warners.  The 
pictures  include  “Rhapsody  in  Blue,”  “Sara- 
toga Trunk,”  “Conflict”  and  “Devotion.” 
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of  a triumphant  boxoffice 


career  l Selznick  International’s 


heart-touching  romance  sets  the 
success  pattern  for  the  nation’s 
boxoffices  in  its  record-breaking 
openings  in  San  Diego, 

Los  Angeles  (three  theatres, 
simultaneously)  and  Minneapolis! 
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Operas  Good  Film  Fare , 
Deems  Taylor  Declares 


By  MANNY  COHEN 

NEW  YORK — The  screen  is  ideally  suited 
for  bringing  the  world’s  library  of  operas 
to  the  mass  audience,  but  producers  have 
been  too  hidebound  by  tradition  and  un- 
necessary reverence  and  awe  of  this  popular 
musical  form  to  realize  the  great  potentiali- 
ties of  putting  opera  on  the  screen. 

That  is  the  opinion  of  Deems  Taylor,  presi- 
dent of  Ascap  and  well-known  author, 
composer  and  authority  on  music.  The  in- 
terest of  BOXOFFICE  was  piqued  by  the 
report  that  M-G-M  will  make  “a  series  of 
experimental  shorts  dealing  with  symphonic 
and  operatic  music,  in  an  attempt  to  interest 
15,000,000  concert  and  operagoers.” 

No  further  information  was  forthcoming 
from  M-G-M  on  the  project,  so  we  looked 
up  Taylor  to  get  his  views.  He  agreed  that, 
if  successful,  the  project  would  open  whole 
new  horizons  in  the  world  of  music  for 
motion  picture  exposition.  And  he  went 
further  by  stating  that  there  was  no  rea- 
son why  the  idea  should  not  be  successful, 
if  attacked  and  developed  in  the  proper 
manner. 

Great  Possibilities  Seen 

Taylor’s  greatest  enthusiasm  was  generated 
in  discussing  the  possibilities  of  screening 
grand  opera.  Transferring  symphonic  musi 
to  the  motion  picture,  he  felt,  was  limited 
in  its  entertainment  appeal  by  the  basic 
function  of  the  screen,  which  is  a challenge 
to  the  individual’s  attention.  The  screen 
says,  “Now  look  at  me,”  and  once  attention 
is  captured,  whatever  is  on  that  screen  must 
continue  to  be  entertaining,  no  matter  what 
the  sound.  In  filming  a symphony,  after 
the  possibilities  of  showing  various  camera 
angles  of  the  musicians,  the  instruments  and 
the  conductor  are  exhausted,  there  is  noth- 
ing further  to  sustain  general  audience  in- 
terest save  a repetitive  treatment  in  the 
succeeding  number. 

Because  the  screen  is  essentially  a medium 
for  dramatic  narrative,  the  limited  visual 
entertainment  value  of  symphonic  music  as 
such  make  it  relatively  poor  material  for 
film  treatment,  Taylor  said. 

On  the  topic  of  operas,  however,  Taylor 
was  really  vocal.  He  said  that  up  to  the 
present  the  screen  was  virtually  unexplored 
as  an  operatic  medium.  All  efforts  to  screen 
operas  have  succumbed  to  errors  similar 
to  those  in  the  early  days  of  sound,  when 
Hollywood,  in  attempting  to  bring  stage 
plays  to  the  screen,  succeeded  in  achieving 
merely  photo  still  of  the  essential  dramatic 
elements.  These,  Taylor  said,  were  very 
boring,  because  they  lacked  the  personality 
and  magnetism  which  are  the  breath  of 
life  to  the  motion  picture. 

Translation  to  Another  Medium 

Plays  were  not  successful  on  the  screen 
until  they  were  translated  into  the  terms 
of  the  different  medium,  Taylor  declared, 
and  the  same  treatment  must  be  accorded 
to  opera.  All  previous  attempts  to  film  operas 
have  been  along  the  lines  of  simply  pho- 
tographing a stage  presentation,  and  the 
great  mass  of  audience  that  has  sought  this 
entertainment  has  not  always  found  it 
palatable. 

Opera  on  the  screen,  Taylor  said,  should 
be  essentially  a dramatic,  and  not  a mu- 
sical, form.  To  achieve  this  end,  spoken 
dialog  should  be  introduced,  so  that  the  audi- 
ence can  better  follow  the  plot.  When  the 
characters  sing  there  should  be  a reason 
for  the  aria— or  whatever  it  may  be — that 


DEEMS  TAYLOR 

is  clearly  understood.  The  screen  can  give 
a greater  degree  of  plausibility  to  the  action 
since,  Taylor  said,  it  is  five  times  more 
realistic  than  the  stage. 

The  greater  scope  and  flexibility  of  the 
screen  can  bring  to  operas  many  sequences 
which  are  only  sung  about  on  the  stage,  and 
these  sequences  would  add  greatly  to  the 
dramatic  value  of  the  opera,  Taylor  declared. 

Another  fundamental  misconception  among 
producers  in  the  past  has  been  the  feeling 
that  only  established  opera  singers  can  be 
cast  in  film  versions  of  opera,  Taylor  said. 
The  sacred  confines  of  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  House  make  different  demands  on  a 
singer  than  a sound  stage.  At  the  Metro- 
politan, the  artist  must  reach  the  last  row 
in  the  distant  balcony,  and  his  voice  must 
possess  not  only  quality  but  volume.  These 
essentials  are  very  much  in  evidence  today 
in  opera,  Taylor  said,  but  very  often  dra- 
matic ability  and  some  elemental  sex  appeal 
are  sadly  lacking. 

Hollywood’s  Fresh  Voices 

In  films,  only  the  quality  of  the  voice  is 
important.  Volume  is  handled  by  the  highly- 
trained  technicians,  who  can  do  wonders  in 
improving  the  robustness  of  the  voice.  Taylor 
said  that  there  were  hundreds  of  youngsters 
in  Hollywood  today  with  fresh  voices,  good 
looks  and  the  dramatic  ability  to  more  than 
hold  their  own  on  the  screen  with  the  es- 
tablished contemporary  operatic  stars. 

Asked  whom  he  was  thinking  about  spe- 
cifically, Taylor  mentioned  Deanna  Durbin, 
and  said  that  she  would  be  charming  in  any 
number  of  operatic  roles;  Susanna  Foster 
and  Kathryn  Grayson.  He  said  that  there 
were  doubtless  many  others  who  could  quali- 
fy. Taylor  also  said  that  he  would  like  to 
see  Bing  Crosby  cast  in  an  opera,  and  de- 
clared that  such  an  inspired  choice  could 
fill  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall  without  the 
slightest  difficulty. 

Discussing  production  problems,  Taylor 
said  that  there  were  no  difficulties  present 
in  the  filming  of  any  number  of  operas 
that  were  not  evident  in  a film  such  as  Uni- 
versal’s “Can’t  Help  Singing.”  All  the  in- 
dustry must  do,  he  said,  was  read  the  plot 
of  an  opera,  think  of  it  in  terms  of  ? 
musically  dramatic  presentation,  ask  itself, 
“How  can  we  make  this  a good  film,”  and 


then  go  ahead  and  do  it.  The  men,  ma- 
terials and  “know-how”  are  present  in 
abundant  quantities.  It  is  only  the  new  ap- 
proach and  the  discarding  of  the  reverence 
and  timidity  traditionally  associated  with 
previous  attempts  to  screen  opera  that  must 
be  achieved. 

Good  Directors  Available 

From  the  directorial  standpoint,  Taylor 
said  that  there  were  many  directors  quali- 
fied to  make  film  operas.  Among  them  he 
cited  Edmund  Goulding  and  Gregory  Ratoff, 
both  of  whom  he  said  were  “musical  to  their 
very  finger  tips,”  in  addition  to  being  men 
of  the  theatre,  steeped  in  the  knowledge 
of  what  makes  true  entertainment.  They 
are  capable  of  combining  good  taste  and 
dramatic  effectiveness,  Taylor  declared,  and 
he  would  trust  either  man  to  produce  a 
screen  version  of  opera,  confident  that  the 
results  would  be  superior  entertainment. 

Back  on  the  topic  of  production,  Taylor 
said  that  the  expert  Hollywood  sound  tech- 
nician could  achieve  a musical  balance  be- 
tween the  orchestra  and  voices  in  screened 
opera  that  is  practically  impossible  to  ob- 
tain on  the  stage.  Sometimes  on  the  stage, 
Taylor  said,  the  conductor  gets  a notion 
that  he  wants  to  play,  and  play  he  does, 
almost  inundating  the  surprised  vocal  artists 
with  a torrent  of  orchestral  music. 

Not  only  would  opera  become  a widely 
popular  form  of  screen  entertainment,  but 
writers  of  original  works  in  this  medium 
would  be  encouraged  to  produce  more,  which 
would  be  a boon  to  the  musical  fraternity  of 
America.  Taylor  said  that  there  were  com- 
posers in  Hollywood  today  whose  efforts  are 
confined  to  writing  original  scores  and  syn- 
chronizing them  to  the  dialog  of  feature  pic- 
tures. While  some  of  these  scores  have  been 
excellent  works,  Taylor  said,  the  idea  seems 
to  be  to  make  this  music  as  unobtrusive  as 
possible,  so  as  not  to  intrude  on  the  main 
action  of  the  film,  and  not  interfere  with 
the  dialog.  Perhaps  with  something  more 
to  say,  and  with  the  proper  medium  in  which 
to  be  heard,  the  entire  art  of  operatic  com- 
position would  receive  a valuable  stimulus, 
Taylor  said. 

Need  to  Seek  Audience 

Before  looking  that  far  ahead,  Taylor  said 
that  an  established  audience  for  standard 
operas  was  the  immediate  goal  to  be  sought. 
There  are  about  50  grand  operas  today  that 
would  lend  themselves  admirably  to  screen 
treatment.  If  properly  done,  their  presenta- 
tion would  break  down  the  current  public 
antipathy  to  a “stuffed  shirt  evening,”  and 
would  make  the  presentation  and  appreci- 
ation of  opera  the  delightfully  pleasing  ex- 
perience it  could  easily  be  on  the  screen, 
Taylor  declared. 

Olin  Downes,  music  critic  of  the  New  York 
Times,  spoke  recently  over  CBS  on  opera, 
and  while  his  words  were  not  directed  spe- 
cifically to  the  relationship  between  opera 
and  the  screen,  the  parallel  can  be  clearly 
drawn. 

Inquiring  why  no  new  first  rate  operas 
were  being  produced  these  days,  Downes  gave 
as  a possible  answer  that  “the  majority  of 
operatic  composers  have  lost  touch  with  con- 
temporary life.  They  have  gone  literary, 
highbrow  and  artificial,  or  they  have  been 
content  to  imitate  the  past  masters.  And  that 
simply  won’t  work  with  the  public. 

“The  operatic  composer  must  be  able  to 
blaze  the  drama  of  his  situation  across  the 
footlights,  to  thrill  the  crowd  with  the  color 
and  melody  of  his  score  . . . Ours  is  not  the 
first  period  of  doldrums  in  operatic  his- 
tory. And,  as  in  the  past,  it  may  be  that 
we  shall  have  to  look  elsewhere  than  to  our 
pretentious  and  ‘serious’  composers  for  the 
next  renascence  of  opera.” 

Taylor  believes  the  screen  is  more  than 
qualified  to  provide  the  solutions  to  all  of 
the  problems  cited  by  Downes,  and  to  reach 
a far  greater  audience  than  is  possible  “across 
the  footlights.” 
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First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928).  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

To  Have  and  Have  Not — 


Denver  190 

Indianapolis  115 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 
iOO  per  cent  as  “normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 

BOSTON 

BUFFALO 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DES  MOINES 

DETROIT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO  J 

SEATTLE 

AVERAGE 

i Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

100 

145 

175 

130 

134 

j 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

130 

175 

105 

110 

90 

135 

200 

100 

100 

145 

183 

130 

175 

135 

185 

150 

180 

75 

150 

140 

250 

145 

Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (WB) 

110 

131 

115 

120 

100 

135 

185 

100 

115 

175 

150 

175 

120 

185 

113 

200 

140 

180 

no 

160 

200 

144 

Belle  of  the  Yukon  (WB) 

182 

120 

115 

150 

145 

165 

146 

Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ) 

200 

100 

125 

100 

178 

140 

145 

133 

no 

160 

250 

130 

165 

220 

154 

Casanova  Brown  (RKO) 

110 

234 

120 

115 

85 

135 

230 

115 

130 

120 

120 

160 

no 

175 

100 

160 

210 

125 

85 

150 

165 

175 

142 

Dark  Waters  (UA) 

130 

131 

110 

85 

175 

130 

Double  Indemnity  (Para) 

105 

105 

110 

105 

105 

140 

200 

90 

135 

120 

120 

134 

105 

140 

115 

165 

145 

140 

80 

130 

150 

126 

Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 

200 

120 

140 

115 

130 

100 

165 

130 

138 

Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) 

115 

153 

100 

125 

105 

140 

85 

185 

130 

255 

168 

120 

160 

118 

310 

135 

200 

150 

150 

200 

155 

Greenwich  Village  (20-Fox) 

110 

108 

115 

100 

125 

130 

175 

95 

140 

100 

128 

136 

no 

115 

no 

145 

125 

170 

no 

145 

120 

175 

127 

Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 

145 

125 

135 

105 

130 

175 

200 

155 

146 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 

130 

169 

120 

130 

123 

140 

190 

160 

120 

150 

no 

122 

200 

135 

260 

115 

150 

160 

190 

151 

Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20-Fox) 

100 

182 

100 

125 

90 

135 

178 

100 

130 

100 

115 

103 

125 

160 

125 

171 

100 

180 

140 

200 

120 

130 

132 

Janie  (WB) 

100 

137 

120 

115 

85 

135 

140 

130 

125 

130 

225 

100 

185 

160 

150 

no 

225 

105 

150 

120 

150 

138 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom,  The  (20-Fox) 

130 

113 

165 

175 

168 

175 

285 

no 

155 

145 

162 

Kismet  (MGM) 

130 

177 

125 

115 

115 

135 

155 

95 

130 

no 

no 

148 

100 

135 

no 

230 

100 

210 

80 

150 

135 

150 

134 

Laura  (20-Fox) 

110 

104 

115 

115 

85 

135 

160 

125 

85 

133 

150 

100 

140 

120 

195 

190 

125 

155 

140 

131 

Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep) 

130 

no 

120 

150 

no 

124 

Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (MGM) 

100 

141 

110 

105 

100 

135 

100 

100 

120 

157 

100, 

120 

125 

107 

105 

185 

100 

175 

100 

120 

Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (MGM) 

100 

107 

125 

90 

95 

140 

150 

100 

115 

120 

115 

118 

120 

140 

no 

175 

no 

180 

70 

175 

120 

150 

124 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (MGM) 

185 

180 

185 

187 

170 

210 

170 

184 

Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 

125 

90 

128 

115 

100 

175 

122 

Mrs.  Parkington  (MGM) 

125 

199 

120 

140 

135 

190 

95 

140 

160 

135 

125 

125 

165 

135 

185 

95 

210 

125 

175 

150 

175 

148 

None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) 

115 

143 

120 

115 

70 

120 

150 

100 

115 

75 

115 

120 

100 

135 

85 

200 

105 

190 

60 

150 

175 

122 

Our  H’ts  Were  Young  & Gay  (Para) 

105 

173 

125 

115 

140 

210 

100 

120 

no 

no 

133 

140 

no 

175 

170 

185 

60 

135 

140 

170 

136 

Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The  (RKO) 

125 

221 

125 

125 

160 

225 

150 

155 

125 

200 

135 

115 

125 

240 

130 

135 

170 

157 

Seventh  Cross,  The  (MGM) 

201 

110 

120 

135 

125 

95 

120 

180 

115 

156 

160 

no 

150 

105 

205 

95 

200 

130 

175 

141 

She’s  a Sweetheart  (Col) 

100 

75 

no 

100 

85 

94 

*Song  of  Bernadette  (20-Fox) 

300 

285 

175 

150 

115 

160 

275 

75 

240 

200 

98 

225 

260 

125 

360 

230 

155 

200 

200 

225 

198 

175 

201 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20-Fox) 

110 

185 

no 

157 

100 

165 

150 

120 

150 

139 

They  Live  in  Fear  (Col) 

100 

96 

100 

130 

97 

105 

90 

100 

100 

102 

Thin  Man  Goes  Home,  The  (MGM) 

125 

115 

100 

135 

97 

165 

123 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (MGM) 

150 

180 

100 

125 

142 

150 

105 

120 

150 

150 

150 

140 

175 

125 

155 

175 

180 

135 

180 

200 

149 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) 

110 

110 

130 

125 

100 

90 

100 

120 

103 

100 

100 

135 

250 

125 

185 

55 

175 

130 

135 

125 

To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 

190 

115 

175 

200 

100 

235 

255 

220 

200 

188 

Together  Again  (Col) 

212 

110 

160 

100 

140 

175 

100 

140 

135 

125 

90 

75 

100 

115 

125 

150 

145 

175 

150 

150 

134 

*Wilson  (20-Fox) 

100 

353 

130 

120 

130 

200 

130 

180 

130 

250 

250 

120 

100 

305 

200 

280 

230 

250 

200 

200 

193 

Wing  and  a Prayer  (20-Fox) 

100 

123 

120 

no 

85 

130 

175 

95 

160 

95 

135 

131 

no 

145 

102 

205 

135 

185 

150 

150 

150 

133 

Winged  Victory  (20-Fox) 

125 

206 

120 

100 

190 

160 

185 

192 

120 

125 

215 

170 

135 

185 

130 

200 

160 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The  (RKO) 

105 

214 

100 

125 

no 

no 

170 

175 

150 

220 

130 

150 

175 

149  | 

1 

*Playing  at  advanced  admission  scales.  BOXOFFICE  : : February  10,  1945 


picture 


r::.  .re  Hera’d 


,UStH 


•|6Bt  M£' ”uw  l>a", 


„ ,s  «««'“’ 

11  -M”  .snorter 


««sS  '-^•afjaSr 

V’ 

RevieW 


rew v Tkuc^  ^ tne 


SIGN  THAT  PLEDGE  CARD!  RED  CROSS  DRIVE— MARCH  15-21 


featuring  EVELYN  and  her  Magic  Violin 


Screen  Play  by  Arthur  T Hormon  and  John  Grant 
B<ued  on  on  original  story  by  Edmund  l.  Hartmann 
Directed  by  JEAN  YARBROUGH 
Produced  by  JOHN  GRANT 
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ABOUT  PICTURES 


COLUMBIA 

Impatient  Years,  The  (Col) — Jean  Arthur, 
Lee  Bowman.  Comedy-drama  of  the  parent- 
service  type.  Interesting  and  entertaining — 
in  fact,  it  is  the  first  one  I have  seen  where 
I could  remember  half  of  what  went  on.  Busi- 
ness was  better  than  par  considering  the  ex- 
tremely cold  weather.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. — A.  E. 
Andrews,  Emporium,  Emporium,  Pa.  General 
patronage. 

Impatient  Years,  The  (Col) — Jean  Arthur, 
Lee  Bowman.  It  surely  makes  you  feel  good 
when  your  patrons  come  out  saying  "I  don't 
know  when  I've  ever  enjoyed  a show  so 
much.”  I personally  felt  the  same  way.  It 
was  very  timely  and  the  acting  was  superb. 
Lee  Bowman  was  especially  good.  You  can't 
go  wrong  when  you  play  this  one.  Played 
Sat.  preview,  Sun.,  Mon. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Martin,  Palace  Theatre,  Coweta,  Okla.  Small 
town  patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Canterville  Ghost,  The  (M-G-M) — Charles 
Laughton,  Margaret  O'Brien,  Robert  Young. 
A good  comedy  about  a 300-year-old  ghost. 
Little  Miss  O'Brien,  as  cute  a trick  as  ever, 
turns  in  another  fine  performance.  Laughton 
is  also  good  as  the  ghost.  Business,  good. 
Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair. — Victor 
E.  Dahl,  Fayette,  Fayette,  Iowa.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage. 

Canterville  Ghost,  The  (M-G-M) — Charles 
Laughton,  Margaret  O'Brien,  Robert  Young. 
This  ghost  business  is  not  the  type  of  enter- 
tainment our  fans  go  for.  Many  walkouts. 
Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Bad. — Rudy  Covi, 
Covi,  Herminie,  Pa.  War  worker  patronage. 

Dragon  Seed  (M-G-M) — Katharine  Hepburn, 
Walter  Huston,  Aline  MacMahon.  Well  made 
and  well  received,  although  overlong.  A pic- 
ture like  this  once  in  a while  is  okay.  As  a 
steady  diet,  it  would  soon  be  unwelcome. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — M.  W. 
Mattecheck,  Mack,  McMinnville,  Ore.  Local 
patronage. 

Kismet  (M-G-M) — Ronald  Colman,  Marlene 
Dietrich.  Not  exactly  what  goes  over  in  a 
small  town,  but  good  enough  to  do  average 
business  on.  Technicolor  very  beautiful  and 
good  acting.  I had  a few  compliments  but 
too  many  squawks.  Played  it  new,  which 
seems  to  help  a bit.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Fairly  good. — James  Scholl,  Mary 
Agnes.  Jamestown,  Ky.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage. 

Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M)— Ann  Soth- 
ern,  John  Hodiak.  Contrary  to  expectations, 
this  one  did  above  average  and  pleased  all. 
Seems  a "just  right"  for  small  towns  and 
can  carry  easily  a Sunday  playing  time.  It 
surely  is  Ann  Sothern's  best  performance. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. — Leonard 
J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 

Meet  the  People  (M-G-M) — Lucille  Ball,  Dick 
Powell.  A waste  of  film  if  I ever  saw  one. 
Played  this  on  a pal  night  and  then  hid  when 
the  people  come  out.  Metro  is  surely  slipping 
when  they  make  a long  show  like  this,  not 
of  entertainment  but  agony  for  people  to  sit 
through.  The  film  was  so  damaged  it  was 
like  someone  trying  to  break  in  or  out  from 
seven  until  eleven.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Fine. — Mrs.  Lloyd  Martin,  Palace 
Theatre,  Coweta,  Okla.  Small  town  patronage. 

Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M) — Reissue.  Jean- 
ette MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy.  Good  average 


business.  Pleased  many,  especially  the  sing- 
ing of  Jeanette  MacDonald.  It  has  enough 
fine  comedy  to  carry  it.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Fair. — Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Ran- 
dolph, Neb.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

Hitler  Gang,  The  (Para) — Robert  Watson, 
Alexander  Pope,  Victor  Varconi.  Didn't  do 
business.  I thought  it  would  have,  but  war 
pictures  are  off.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. — Har- 
land  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

I Love  a Soldier  (Para) — Paulette  Goddard, 
Sonny  Tufts,  Beulah  Bondi.  A real  good  com- 
edy-drama of  the  home  front  and  the  war. 
Sonny  Tufts  brings  in  the  bobby  socks  bri- 
gade. Good  business  Sunday,  but  bad 
weather  held  down  Mon.,  Tues. — Victor  E. 
Dahl,  Fayette,  Fayette,  Iowa.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage. 

Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,  The  (Para) — Gary 
Cooper,  Laraine  Day,  Signe  Hasso.  A well- 
made  picture  and  well  received.  Lots  of  good 
comment.  Color  added  to  the  production. 
Played  Wed.,  Thurs. — M.  W.  Mattecheck,  Mack, 
McMinnville,  Ore.  Local  patronage. 

Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,  The  (Para) — Gary 
Cooper,  Laraine  Day,  Signe  Hasso.  Without 
a doubt  one  of  the  finest  pictures  I have  ever 
seen.  They  don't  come  like  this  very  often 
and  when  they  do  it  leaves  a memory  that 
lasts  for  years.  Even  people  allergic  to  war 
stuff  will  like  this  one.  Played  Sun.,  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather:  Bad. — Bill  Leonard,  Leonard, 
Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small  town  and  rural  pa- 
tronage. 

True  to  Life  (Para) — Mary  Martin,  Franchot 
Tone,  Dick  Powell,  Victor  Moore.  This  is 
good.  Mary  Martin  was  never  better  and 
Victor  Moore  as  her  dad  is  swell.  It's  a real 
family  picture  and  while  Powell  and  Tone 
were  a little  weak,  I thought,  on  the  whole 
it  was  good  entertainment.  Played  Thurs., 
Sat.  Weather:  Fair. — S.  C.  Onerheim,  Com- 


Wonder  Jf  Brown  Also 
Gave  Santa  a Pep  Talk 

A.  J.  Burleson,  assistant  to  L.  D. 
Brown  for  the  Queen,  Gem  and  Ritz 
theatres  at  Brownwood,  Tex.,  calls  a 
meeting  of  the  24  employes  every  Fri- 
day morning  at  10  o’clock.  At  the  meet- 
ing he  conducts  a discussion  about  show 
business  and  the  relative  importance  of 
their  various  jobs. 

“I  find  they  take  more  interest  after 
such  a meeting  and  ‘pep’  talk,”  he 
writes.  “We  are  all  proud  of  the  three 
theatres  here  and  I believe  everyone 
works  for  the  interest  of  the  company. 
Their  pay  checks  are  always  waiting 
for  them  in  Mr.  Brown’s  office  after  the 
meeting. 

“By  reading  BOXOFFICE  I keep  con- 
tact with  a lot  of  showmen,  some  that  I 
know  personally.  It  is  very  interesting 
to  know  about  them  and  what  they  are 
doing.  I always  look  forward  to  read- 
ing it.  I hope  some  day  to  be  a leader 
for  some  circuit. 

“Incidentally,  I am  married,  29  years 
old  and  have  a baby  girl  born  December 
25 — a very  nice  Christmas  present.” 


munity,  Luseland,  Sask.,  Canada.  Rural  and' 
small  town  patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Music  in  Manhattan  (RKO) — Anne  Shirley, 
Dennis  Day,  Philip  Terry.  A sweet  musical 
that  puts  Anne  Shirley  to  the  top,  and  not 
being  blessed  with  a fat  budget,  it  was  sold 
on  a live-and-let-live  basis.  Plenty  of  credit 
is  due  the  producer-director,  John  Auer.  It 
gave  me  a little  extra  business  in  very  bad 
weather.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Ex- 
tremely cold. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium,  Em- 
porium, Pa.  General  patronage. 

Show  Business  (RKO)— rEddie  Cantor,  Joan 
Davis,  George  Murphy.  Here  is  one  of  the 
best  musical  comedies  to  come  out  of  Holly- 
wood. The  songs  are  good,  even  if  they  are 
old.  Joan  Davis  stole  the  show  from  Cantor. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. — Ralph 
Raspa,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va. 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) — John  Wayne,  Ella 
Raines,  Audrey  Long.  People  really  go  for 
that  type  of  picture.  Stood  them  up  all  day 
Sunday. — L.  D.  Brown,  Asst.  A.  J.  Burleson, 
Queen,  Brownwood,  Tex.  General  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Big  Noise,  The  (20th-Fox) — Laurel  & Hardy, 
Helene  Reynolds,  Doris  Merrick.  This  was 
really  music  at  the  boxoffice  and  it  surely 
did  my  heart  good  to  hear  the  laughs.  Played 
it  on  a Thurs.,  Fri.  In  my  opinion  it  is  one 
of  the  best  Laurel  & Hardy  pictures  we  have 
shown  in  our  ten  years  in  business.— Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Martin,  Palace  Theatre,  Coweta, 
Okla.  Small  town  patronage. 

Roger  Touhy,  Gangster  (20th-Fox) — Preston 
Foster,  Victor  McLaglen,  Lois  Andrews.  The 
editing  of  the  film  was  very  bad.  Not  a good 
picture,  in  my  estimation.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Bad. — Rudy  Covi,  Covi,  Herminie, 
Pa.  War  workers  patronage. 

Wilson  (20th-Fox)  - — Alexander  Knox, 
Charles  Coburn,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald.  An 
exceptionally  fine  production.  We  had  no 
trouble  getting  our  customers  away  from  the 
fireplace  and  easy  chair  set  up  at  home. 
Played  Monday — only  one  showing  and  a 
school  matinee. — Francis  Powell,  Colonial, 
Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and  farm  pa- 
tronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Gypsy  Wildcat  (Univ) — Maria  Montez,  Jon 
Hall,  Peter  Coe.  This  is  a real  boxoffice  at- 
traction— or  it  was  in  our  situation.  Maria 
Montez  is  beautiful  as  the  gypsy  girl  and 
the  Technicolor  is  magnificent.  Played  Wed., 
Thurs.,  Fri.— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Martin,  Pal- 
ace, Coweta,  Okla.  Small  town  patronage. 

Mummy's  Ghost  (Univ) — Lon  Chaney,  John 
Carradine,  Robert  Lowery.  This  picture  did 
extra  business  on  Sunday  midnight.  Worth 
playing  if  your  patrons  like  horror  pictures. — 
Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont.,  Canada. 
General  patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Janie  (WB) — Joyce  Reynolds,  Robert  Hut- 
ton, Edward  Arnold.  Here  is  an  adorable 
comedy  with  just  a touch  of  music.  Business 
only  fair.  Warners  has  been  down  in  the 
dumps  this  year.  More  comedies,  less  dramas. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair. — Ralph 
Raspa,  State,  Rivesville,  V/.  Va  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) — Reissue. 
John  Garfield.  A good  rerelease.  If  they  can't 
make  good  ones,  better  reissue  the  old  ones. 
Garfield  is  okay.  Played  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather: 
Fair. — Harold  Ray,  Strand,  Tompkinsville,  Ky. 
Rural  patronage. 
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U.S.  Seeks  Reversal 
Of  Goldman  Verdict 


HIS  FIRST  PLANE  TRIP — Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  the  board  of  Para- 
mount Pictures,  returned  from  the  25th  anniversary  dinner  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  at  Toronto  by  Trans-Canada  Air  Lines.  He  is  shown  here  talking 
with  the  plane  hostess.  At  left  is  Jack  Goetz,  head  of  Du-Art  Film  Laboratories, 
New  York,  who  made  the  trip  with  him.  The  men  on  the  extreme  left  are 
airline  officials,  the  one  wearing  spectacles  being  W.  G.  Courtney,  district  traffic 
manager. 


PHILADELPHIA — In  its  intervention  plea 
in  the  $1,350,000  monopoly  suit  of  William 
Goldman  Theatres  against  Warner  Bros.,  and 
eight  film  distributors  here,  the  government 
on  Thursday  contended  that  “its  whole  power 
of  prosecution  under  the  Sherman  antitrust 
act  would  be  imperiled”  if  an  earlier  dis- 
missal of  Goldman’s  suit  by  Judge  William 
H.  Kirkpatrick  is  not  reversed. 

The  motion  to  intervene  in  the  litigation 
was  filed  in  the  U.S.  circuit  court  by  Robert 
L.  Wright,  special  assistant  U.S.  attorney 
general.  Kirkpatrick  dismissed  the  suit  last 
April  after  finding  that  the  defendant’s  re- 
fusal to  lease  first  run  film  to  Goldman  was 
not  in  restraint  of  trade.  Goldman  appealed 
that  decision. 

Pleads  for  Reversal 

In  his  plea  for  reversal,  Wright  asserted 
the  government  already  has  brought  charges 
of  restraint  of  trade  against  other  film  com- 
panies and  contended  those  suits  would  col- 
lapse unless  Kirkpatrick’s  ruling  were  re- 
versed. 

“The  same  thing  undoubtedly  will  happen 
to  other  antitrust  prosecutions,”  Wright 
argued.  “The  government  is  not  interested  in 
the  amount  of  damage  Goldman  claims,  but 
only  in  the  legal  principles  enunciated  by 
Judge  Kirkpatrick  in  his  dismissal  of  the 
claim.” 

Wright  disputed  Kirkpatrick’s  decision 
that  “there  are  enough  first  run  houses  in 
Philadelphia”  and  argued  that  it  is  to  the 
public’s  interest  to  have  as  many  as  possible. 

He  also  challenged  Kirkpatrick’s  judicial 
right  to  hold  that  prices  charged  by  War- 
ners and  its  three  affiliates  are  reasonable. 
The  Warners  affiliates  named  in  the  action 
are  Vitagraph,  Stanley  Co.,  and  Warner 
Bros.  Circuit  Management  Corp.  Paramount, 
RKO,  20th-Fox,  Universal  Corp.,  Columbia, 
Universal  Film  Exchanges  and  United  Artists 
Corp.,  are  codefendants  in  the  suit. 

William  A.  Gray  and  Robert  Dechert, 
Goldman’s  lawyers,  argued  that  the  alleged 
Warners  monopoly  was  illegal  and  that  the 
facts  and  circumstances  surrounding  its  ac- 
quisition showed  collusion  between  motion 
picture  producers  and  distributors. 

Cites  “Citizen  Kane” 

Dechert  said  a monopoly  could  stifle  pic- 
tures and  cited  the  asserted  refusal  of  War- 
ners to  show  “Citizen  Kane”  in  Philadelphia 
as  an  example. 

Former  Judge  Joseph  N.  Proskauer  of  New 
York,  one  of  the  defendant’s  attorneys,  de- 
nied Goldman’s  allegations  of  illegality  and 
asserted  Warners  were  given  first  run  in- 
stead of  Goldman’s  Erlanger  Theatre  be- 
cause “they  have  theatres  in  the  best  loca- 
tions and  are  the  best  customers  in  this 
area.” 

“This  is  not  a case  of  a little  man  being 
squeezed,”  Proskauer  argued.  “Mr.  Goldman 
formerly  was  Warners’  general  manager  here 
at  a salary  of  $74,000  per  year  and  was  well 
informed  on  trade  practices  and  customs.” 

He  said  he  believed  Goldman’s  suit  was 
“an  attempt  to  get  into  the  inner  circle 
himself.” 

Goldman  contends  he  lost  $450,000  through 
inability  to  obtain  first  run  pictures  and  is 
asking  triple  damages. 

The  court  did  not  indicate  when  it  would 
rule  on  arguments  presented  by  both  sides  in 
briefs.  Because  of  the  serious  implications 
of  the  suit  in  its  affect  on  antitrust  prosecu- 
tions, an  early  decision  was  not  expected. 

Both  sides  were  ordered  to  file  briefs  by 
the  three-judge  federal  coprt  consisting  of 
Judges  John  J.  Parker,  Charlotte,  N.  C.;  Paul 
C.  Leahy  of  the  Wilmington,  Del.,  district 
court  and  John  Briggs  jr. 


John  J.  O'Connor  Heads 
Catholic  Gifts  Group 

NEW  YORK— John  J.  O’Connor  of  Uni- 
versal Pictures  has  been  named  industry 
chairman  to  work  with  the  special  gifts  com- 
mittee of  the  Archbishop’s  Committee  of 
the  Laity  for  Catholic  Charities.  As  such, 
he  will  assist  the  committee  with  its  1945 
appeal  throughout  this  area.  John  A.  Cole- 
man is  executive  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

Serving  with  O’Connor  as  vice-chairman 
will  be  Bert  Sanford  of  Altec  Service.  Other 
executives  are  Postmaster  General  Frank  C. 
Walker,  treasurer,  and  George  J.  Schaefer, 
assistant  treasurer. 

The  gifts  committee  will  function  in  ad- 
vance of  the  annual  parish  appeal,  to  be 
addressed  to  374  parishes  in  the  New  York 
archdiocese. 

AMPA  CalkTofTlts  Plan 
For  Anniversary  Dinner 

NEW  YORK — Jacques  Kopstein  reported 
on  the  proposed  benefit  to  be  staged  by 
AMPA  for  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund, 
at  a meeting  at  the  Hickory  House.  Details 
will  be  announced  at  a later  meeting. 

Because  of  the  food  situation,  AMPA  di- 
rectors have  decided  not  to  conduct  the 
planned  50th  anniversary  industry  function 
or  any  testimonial  luncheons  for  the  dura- 
tion. Martin  Starr  presided. 

Initial  Red  Cross  Drive 
Meet  Set  for  Feb.  20 

NEW  YORK — First  of  a series  of  industry 
Red  Cross  meetings  slated  for  over  the  coun- 
try will  be  held  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  on 
February  20,  with  N.  Peter  Rathvon  as  chair- 
man and  Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson  as  toast- 
master. 

Theatre  managers  from  New  York  and 
New  Jersey  will  attend. 


Guess  Fast,  Customers! 

NEW  YORK — The  Stanley  Theatre  will 
donate  a $25  war  bond  to  the  person  who 
guesses  correctly  the  date  and  time  of  the 
official  fall  of  Berlin  to  the  Russian  army. 


IA  Stops  Organizing 
Of  House  Managers 

NEW  YORK — The  executive  board  of  the 
IATSE  has  ordered  that  efforts  cease  toward 
organizing  of  theatre  managers  and  their  as- 
sistants, declaring  in  a statement  that  no 
authorization  has  been  extended  from  head- 
quarters to  any  IATSE  local  for  such  ac- 
tivities. 

With  a membership  of  approximately  40, 
covering  the  RKO  theatres  in  the  metro- 
politan area,  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre 
Operating  Managers  and  Assistant  Man- 
agers Guild  is  the  only  known  active  union 
group  of  its  kind.  This  guild  has  no  af- 
filiation. 

The  executive  board  of  the  IATSE,  how- 
ever, is  encouraging  its  locals  to  work  on 
organization  drives  for  other  theatre  em- 
ployes, including  doormen,  ushers,  cashiers 
and  matrons. 

Lee  Newbury  Heads  New 
Booking  Association 

NEW  YORK  — Lee  Newbury  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  newly-formed  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Service,  Inc.,  a booking  as- 
sociation composed  of  65  theatres  and  inde- 
pendent circuit  operating  chiefly  in  New  Jer- 
sey. 

Irving  Dollinger  was  elected  vice-president; 
Harry  Lowenstein,  secretary;  David  Snaper, 
treasurer,  and  Joseph  Siccardi,  treasurer. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Ed  Lachman, 
Maurice  Miller,  Louis  Gold,  Dr.  Henry  Brown 
and  Jack  Unger  were  elected  to  the  board  of 
directors. 

Dimes  Total  Predicted 
At  Over  Five  Millions 

NEW  YORK— On  the  basis  of  early  reports 
showing  gains  of  20  to  35  per  cent  over  last 
year,  leaders  this  week  predicted  that  the 
national  total  in  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign will  pass  the  five  million  dollar  mark. 

Walter  Vincent  describes  this  as  “a  monu- 
mental job.” 
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T ieut.  Wayne  Morris,  Warners  actor  on 
■“  leave  with  the  navy,  was  in  town  recent- 
ly for  a short  visit. 

Leo  J.  McCarthy,  PRC  general  sales  man- 
ager, left  for  the  coast  to  confer  with  Leon 
Fromkess,  production  chief  and  president  of 
the  company. 

Sam  Lefkowitz,  UA  district  manager,  was 
here  for  talks  with  Max  Friedman,  Warners 
zone  buyer  and  George  Jeffrey,  UA  repre- 
sentative. Lefkowitz  also  went  up  to  Oneida 
to  confer  with  Sid  Kallett  on  current  UA 
product. 


and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production. 

Sonja  Henie,  Marie  McDonald  and  Michael 
O'Shea,  three  of  the  principals  of  “It’s  a 
Pleasure,”  International  Pictures  film  re- 
leased by  RKO,  are  in  town. 

Jane  Wyman,  Warner  star,  left  for  the 
coast.  She  stopped  off  in  Chicago  for  a guest 
shot  on  Hildegarde’s  NBC  radio  show  . . . 
Charles  Steinberg,  head  of  Warners’  educa- 
tional bureau,  went  to  Washington  on  tieups 
for  “Objective,  Burma!,”  “Hotel  Berlin”  and 
"Roughly  Speaking.” 


Russell  Holman,  head  of  Paramount’s  east- 
ern production  department,  returned  from 
the  coast,  accompanied  by  John  Byram,  play 
editor,  and  Meta  Reis,  executive  assistant  to 
Richard  Mealand,  head  of  the  studio  story 
and  writing  departments.  Holman  and 
Byram  were  at  the  studio  for  two  weeks  in 
conference  with  production  officials.  Mrs. 
Reis  will  be  in  town  for  about  two  weeks. 

Eddie  Bracken  got  off  to  a fine  start  in  his 
own  radio  show  recently.  Featured  with  him 
was  William  Demarest,  who  has  appeared 
with  Bracken  in  several  Paramount  films 
. . . L.  J.  Schlaifer,  20th-Fox  central  sales 
manager,  is  out  of  town  for  a series  of  sales 
conferences  in  three  of  the  exchanges  under 
his  supervision.  These  are  Cleveland,  De- 
troit and  Chicago. 

Jack  Diamond  of  Warners’  studio  publicity 
staff  is  in  town  to  assist  on  the  special  cam- 
paign for  “Hotel  Berlin.”  Diamond  will  work 
with  the  eastern  publicity  department  under 
Larry  Golob. 

Harold  Rodner,  Warners  home  office  exec- 
utive, recently  appointed  trustee  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Jewish  Children,  numbers  among 
his  other  charities  the  executive  vice-presi- 
dent’s post  of  the  Will  Rogers  Memorial  Fund 
and  its  hospital  at  Saranac;  the  Montefiore 
Hospital,  the  Bedford  Tuberculosis  Hospital 
and  the  Los  Angeles  Tuberculosis  Hospital. 

Joseph  Bernhard,  Warner  Theatres  general 
manager,  has  returned  from  the  coast  where 
he  conferred  with  company  executives  on 
forthcoming  product  . . . Rhoda  Magid  of  the 
Warners  Theatres  field  supervisors  depart- 
ment is  now  Mrs.  Phil  Robinson.  Her  hus- 
band is  a sergeant,  and  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try two  weeks  ago  from  Iran  for  the  cere- 
mony. 

E.  L.  Walton,  Republic  assistant  general 
sales  manager,  has  returned  to  his  desk  at 
the  home  office  following  a three-week  trip. 
He  attended  the  company’s  regional  sales 
conferences  in  Chicago  and  on  the  coast,  and 
visited  branch  offices  in  Kansas  City,  Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati  and  Cleveland. 

Ben  Simon,  manager  of  Loew’ s Metro- 
politan, Brooklyn,  has  been  made  technical 
adviser  for  the  Red  Cross  tableau  to  be  pre- 
sented at  the  St.  George  Hotel  February  20. 
The  tableau  is  to  be  the  feature  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  Red  Cross  drive  in  Brooklyn. 

Joseph  H.  Moskowitz,  vice-president  and 
eastern  studio  representative  for  20th-Fox, 
has  arrived  in  town  from  the  coast.  He  spent 
the  last  three  weeks  conferring  with  Joseph 
M.  Schenck,  executive  head  of  production, 
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Alfred  Hitchcock  has  arrived  from  the  coast 
to  work  with  Ben  Hecht  on  the  screenplay  of 
“Notorious,”  which  will  be  his  next  film  for 
Selznick,  slated  for  UA  release  . . . Lee  Sep- 
tembre,  Columbia  exploitation  man,  was  mar- 
ried recently  to  Vera  Richardson  of  Colum- 
bia’s Washington  exchange. 

Skouras  Theatres  to  Help 
Mirror's  Stamp  Drive 

NEW  YORK — Plans  for  a “Stamp  Out  the 
Japs”  drive  were  discussed  at  a recent  break- 
fast at  the  Hotel  Astor,  sponsored  by  the 
Skouras  Theatres  war  effort  department. 
Present  to  hear  the  plans  outlined  by  Wil- 
liam White,  Skouras  Theatres  general  man- 
ager, were  66  managers  in  the  circuit,  of- 
ficials of  the  company,  and  editors  and  busi- 
ness representatives  of  the  New  York  Daily 
Mirror. 

“Stamp  Out  the  Japs”  will  be  the  slogan 
of  the  drive  designed  to  sell  war  stamps.  The 
campaign  will  also  furnish  funds  for  free 
telephone  calls  from  wounded  service  men 
hospitalizing  in  this  area,  according  to  Nick 
John  Matsoukas,  director  of  the  war  effort 
department. 

A special  morning  show  will  be  held  in  each 
of  the  Skouras  theatres  February  22,  Wash- 
ington’s birthday.  Admission  will  be  a 25- 
cent  war  stamp.  The  show  is  meant  primarily 
for  children,  but  adults  will  be  welcome.  Pa- 
trons will  be  given  a red,  white  and  blue 
sticker  to  stamp  over  the  picture  of  a Jap 
soldier  displayed  in  the  lobby. 

For  each  25-cent  stamp  presented,  25  cents 
will  be  sent  to  the  Mirror’s  “Heroes  Phone 
Fund.”  This  fund  permits  every  wounded 
service  man  brought  to  a hospital  in  this  area 
to  make  a free  call  anywhere  in  the  conti- 
nental U.S. 

At  the  meeting,  the  managers  took  up  a 
spontaneous  collection  of  their  own  after  lis- 
tening to  talks  by  three  overseas  veterans. 
White  said  he  expected  to  turn  over  at  least 
$16,000  to  the  heroes  phone  fund  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  drive.  All  the  Skouras  houses 
began  selling  tickets  in  advance  for  the 
“Stamp  Out  the  Japs”  show  during  the  week. 
When  the  stamps  are  collected  the  circuit  will 
convert  them  into  bonds  and  turn  over  the 
money  to  the  Mirror. 

Beauty  Contest  Winners 
Staff  Astor  Theatre 

NEW  YORK— When  the  Astor  Theatre  re- 
opened Friday  evening  under  new  manage- 
ment with  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  RKO  release, 
“The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,”  the  house  was 
staffed  by  a bevy  of  good-lookers  recruited 
among  former  showgirls  and  models. 

They  were  selected  from  scores  of  candi- 
dates and  were  pressed  into  service  as  usher- 
ettes, cashiers  and  assistant  managers.  Gold- 
wyn  tendered  a luncheon  to  the  successful 
ones  Thursday  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  where  they 
underwent  final  inspection.  Their  costumes 
were  designed  by  a well-known  New  York 
dressmaker. 


File  Checking  Suits 
Against  N.  Y.  Circuit 

NEW  YORK — Irving  Renner,  Louis  Nel- 
son and  others  operating  the  Endicott  cir- 
cuit in  Brooklyn,  and  William  Namenson. 
accountant  for  the  circuit,  were  named  in 
four  suits  totaling  $180,000  filed  in  the  su- 
preme court  here  by  20th-Fox,  Paramount, 
M-G-M  and  Warners. 

The  defendants  are  accused  of  having 
made  fraudulent  boxoffice  reports  on  grosses 
of  percentage  films  exhibited  at  their  thea- 
tres during  the  period  from  1940-1944. 

This  is  the  first  suit  filed  by  the  major 
distributors  in  the  New  York  area  on  the 
grounds  of  alleged  fraud  on  percentage  pic- 
tures. Suits  had  previously  been  filed  against 
exhibitors  in  Pittsburgh  and  Boston. 

Loew’s  seeks  damages  of  $100,000;  20th-Fox 
and  Paramount,  $25,000  each  and  Warners, 
$30,000. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  the  defendants 
“fraudulently  altered  and  falsified  the  books 
of  account,  tally  sheets  and  other  records 
setting  forth  the  gross  boxoffice  receipts”  of 
certain  films.  The  complaint  also  charges 
the  defendants  allegedly  “bribed  plaintiffs’ 
checkers”  in  order  to  submit  the  alleged 
fraudulent  reports. 

The  defendants  are  not  only  charged  with 
having  made  alleged  fraudulent  boxoffice  re- 
turns but  with  having  used  such  reduced 
grosses  to  obtain  lower  rentals  from  the  dis- 
tributors. 

The  complaint  further  alleges  that  not  only 
the  corporations  which  operate  the  theatres 
in  question  but  also  the  controlling  stock- 
holders Irving  Renner,  Louis  Nelson,  and 
their  accountant,  allegedly  conspired  to  per- 
petrate and  carry  out  these  acts. 

Because  the  defendants  are  alleged  to  have 
made  improper  and  inaccurate  reports  of 
grosses  on  percentage  pictures,  the  complaint 
states,  they  received  lower  prices  on  flat 
rental  films  which  they  would  not  have  other- 
wise received. 

Louis  Nizer,  attorney  for  the  distributors, 
is  expected  to  make  motions  for  examina- 
tions of  the  defendants’  books  and  records 
within  the  near  future. 

While  no  official  statements  were  forth- 
coming from  the  distributors,  it  was  learned 
that  inquiries  of  the  books  and  records  of 
other  theatre  owners  have  been  conducted 
and  that  similar  suits  may  soon  be  filed 
against  others. 

RKO  Sales  Executives 
On  a Nationwide  Tour 

NEW  YORK — Robert  Folliard  and  Harry 
Michalson,  RKO  Radio  sales  executives,  have 
left  on  a 27-day  tour  of  their  company’s  U.S. 
and  Canadian  branches.  This  marks  Fol- 
liard’s  second  trip  on  behalf  of  the  Ned 
Depinet  drive,  launched  January  19. 

The  itinerary  includes  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City,  Des  Moines,  Omaha,  Minneapolis,  Sioux 
Falls,  Calgary,  Winnipeg,  Milwaukee,  Chi- 
cago, Denver,  Salt  Lake  City,  Seattle,  Van- 
couver, Portland,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles, 
Dallas,  Oklahoma  City,  Memphis,  New  Or- 
leans, Atlanta,  Charlotte,  Washington,  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  Indianapolis, 
Detroit,  Cleveland,  Buffalo,  Albany,  Toronto, 
Montreal,  St.  John,  Boston  and  New  Haven. 
Folliard  and  Michalson  will  return  here 
March  21. 


OWI  Keeps  "World"  Ban 

NEW  YORK— The  OWI  has  decided  to 
sustain  its  opinion  on  Lester  Cowan’s  produc- 
tion of  “Tomorrow  the  World,”  and  will  not 
sponsor  the  film  for  overseas  showing.  The 
original  decision  of  the  governmental  agency 
was  reviewed,  but  officials  decided  not  to 
change  their  minds. 
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Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


HELP  WANTED— MALE 


"Roughly  Speaking" 
Turns  in  Good  Week 

NEW  YORK— With  the  end  of  the  cold  spell, 
grosses  in  the  Broadway  first  runs  showed  a 
general  rise.  “Roughly  Speaking”  turned  in  a 
spanking  good  take  in  its  opening  stanza  at 
the  Hollywood.  “Objective,  Burma!”  was 
leading  the  holdovers  in  its  second  week  at 
the  Strand. 

(Average  is  100) 


Astor — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  10th  wk 165 

Capitol — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show,  2nd  wk --.-170 

Criterion — The  Suspect  (Univ)  180 

Hollywood — Roughly  Speaking  (WB) 175 

Palace — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

2nd  wk 185 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para), 

plus  stage  show,  6th  wk.  155 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — A Song  to  Remember 

(Col),  plus  stage  show,  2nd  wk 175 

Rialto — Destiny  (Univ)  125 

Rivoli — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

6th  wk 175 

Roxy — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show,  2nd  wk 140 

Strand — Objective,  Burmal  (WB),  plus  stage 
show,  2nd  wk 220 


“Hearts"  Plus  Stage  Show  Has  Big 
Week  in  Buffalo  Despite  Weather 

BUFFALO — Aided  by  Charlie  Spivak’s  or- 
chestra on  the  stage  with  a well  rounded  re- 
vue, “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay”  was 
excellent  at  the  Buffalo.  “Winged  Victory” 
continued  strong  in  a second  week  at  the 
Great  Lakes  despite  the  tough  weather.  “Hol- 
lywood Canteen”  wound  up  a sweet  three 
weeks  in  a moveover  at  the  Hippodrome.  A 
horror  bill  at  the  Lafayette  and  a second 
week  of  “The  Falcon  in  Hollywood”  and 
“Belle  of  the  Yukon”  at  the  20th  Century 
were  off  slightly.  It  was  still  snowing  here 
and  still  no  thaw. 

Buffalo — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para),  plus  Charlie  Spivak  orchestra  on  siege  .173 


Great  Lakes — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 164 

Hippodrome — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd 

a.  t.  wk.,  moveover  120 

20th  Century — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO);  The 
Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk. ........  95 

Lafayette — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  The 
Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  .102 


Midcity  Thaw  Helps  Grosses 
In  Philadelphia  Theatres 

PHILADELPHIA — Melting  ice  on  the  mid- 
city streets  also  thawed  the  boxoffice  freeze- 
out.  While  holdovers  were  the  prevailing 
fare,  business  was  on  the  upgrade.  Particu- 
larly hot  were  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  and 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis.”  The  only  minor 
league  openings  were  “Ministry  of  Fear”  and 
“Main  Street  After  Dark.” 


Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  7th  wk 185 

Arcadia — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  return 

engagement  170 

Boyd — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk...l50 
Earle — Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  plus 

Lcuis  Prima  orchestra  on  stage  .135 

Fox — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 180 

Karlton — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

return  engagement  195 

Keith's— Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  wk 165 

Mastbaum — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  3rd  wk...l60 
Stanley — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  3rd  wk..,..155 

Stanton — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 175 


War  Bonds  Buy  Smokes 

NEW  YORK— More  than  $150,000  in  war 
bonds  was  realized  from  the  sale  of  3,500 
packs  of  cigarets  at  Century’s  Midwood  The- 
atre. Howard  Cohn,  manager  of  the  house, 
arranged  the  tieup  with  the  Silver  Rod  Store 
in  his  neighborhood.  The  store  donated  its 
one  and  a half  week’s  allotment  of  cigarets 
to  the  stunt. 


"Guest"  Goes  to  Capitol 

NEW  YORK — “The  Guest  in  the  House,” 
Hunt  Stromberg  film  released  by  UA,  will 
follow  “The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home”  into 
the  Capitol. 


Bookkeeper,  bright  young  man  to  work  in  of- 
fice oi  small  theatre  circuit;  exceptional  oppor- 
tunity, apoiy  David  Bernsiein,  American  Theatre, 
W.  42  Si.' 


'HAT’S  IT!”  shouted  Charles  C.  Moskowitz 

when  he  discovered  the  above  ad  (or  a rea- 
sonable facsimile)  in  a 
New  York  daily  some 
33  years  ago.  Mosko- 
witz, then  an  account- 
ing student  at  NYU, 
sensed  the  opportu- 
nity of  a lifetime.  Was 
he  right?  Events  of  the 
past  three  decades 
prove  that  he  was. 

After  seeing  the  ad, 
he  wasted  no  time  in 
dashing  uptown  for  an 
interview  with  Bern- 

CHAS.  c.  MOSKOWITZ  stein.  Impressed  with 
the  youth’s  personal- 
ity, Bernstein  said:  “You’re  hired,”  thus  start- 
ing him  on  the  road  to  success. 

Both  the  Loew's  circuit  and  Moskowitz 
have  gone  far  since  those  pioneer  days.  Mos- 
kowitz advanced  from  bookkeeper  to  a com- 
manding position  in  the  industry.  At  first 
he  pored  over  the  circuit’s  ledgers  by  day, 
continuing  at  NYU  at  night. 

Learns  the  Business  at  Nights 

He  welcomed  his  exit  from  college  not  only 
because  he  obtained  his  sheepskin  but  be- 
cause it  gave  him  a chance  to  spend  his 
nights  learning  the  theatre  business  at 
Loew’s  New  York  Theatre  and  Roof  Garden 
and  the  Manhattan  Opera  House. 

Moskowitz’s  flair  for  figures  enabled  him 
to  learn  the  details  of  theatre  operation  much 
faster  than  the  average  neophyte.  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  at  that  time  general  manager, 
was  impressed  with  the  youth’s  willingness 
to  work  long  hours  at  night  after  putting  in 
a full  day  at  the  office. 

When  Moskowitz  showed  definite  signs  of 
grasping  the  more  important  details  of  thea- 
tre management,  Schenck,  who  was  then  de- 
voting more  time  to  production  matters, 
transferred  additional  responsibilities  to  him. 
Formal  recognition  followed  when  he  was 
pointed  Schenck's  assistant. 

Edward  J.  Mannix  had  left  a desk  job  in 
the  Loew  office  to  go  on  the  road  as  an  ex- 
ploiteer  for  “Queen  Elizabeth,”  one  of  the 
first  full-length  features.  It  was  this  vacancy 
which  enabled  Moskowitz  to  enter  the  theatre 
department. 

Responsibilities  Are  Enlarged 

With  Schenck’s  absorption  in  production 
matters  following  the  merger  of  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer  in  1924,  Moskowitz  assumed  a 
greater  share  of  the  responsibility  for  oper- 
ating the  theatres. 

“It’s  water  under  the  bridge,”  he  recounts, 
“but  it  is  amusing  to  recall  how  hard  I 
worked  when  I succeeded  Schenck  as  general 
manager  of  the  Palisades  Amusement  Park 
in  New  Jersey. 

“I’d  work  at  the  Loew  office  from  9 to 
5:30,  grab  a sandwich  and  then  rush  over  to 
New  Jersey.  It  was  really  something  for  me 
just  to  keep  awake  until  1 a.  m.  then  report 
for  work  at  Loew’s  next  morning  at  9. 

“It  was  such  a grind  that  I used  to  pray  for 
rain  every  day  so  that  I could  get  a night  off. 
Every  once  in  a while  my  prayers  were  an- 
swered and  I was  able  to  make  up  for  some 
lost  sleep.” 

His  motto  is:  “See  every  picture  before  you 


play  it!”  He  has  adhered  to  this  for  a score 
of  years. 

Moskowitz  is  an  enthusiastic  booster  of  the 
circuit’s  managers  who  have  served  unself- 
ishly in  selling  $140,000,000  in  war  bonds  since 
Pearl  Harbor. 

Innovations  that  help  to  improve  service  or 
solve  vexing  problem  are  his  forte.  When 
word  of  the  expected  brownout  became  known, 
technicians  under  his  inspiration  immediate- 
ly began  experimenting  with  an  automobile 
headlight  equipped  with  a 35-watt  blub.  This 
device  was  designed  to  furnish  marquee  light 
without  exceeding  the  legal  limit. 

No  blind  worshipper  of  custom,  he  scrapped 
Loew’s  traditional  outdoor  posters  and  weekly 
theatre  programs  several  years  ago  in  favor 
of  newspaper  directory  advertising.  Many  cir- 
cuits have  since  adopted  this  practice. 

Predicts  Big  Postwar  Era 

He  believes  that  the  war  has  made  service 
men  “picture-minded”  even  though  they  were 
not  filmgoers  before,  and  he  predicts  a 
whooping  good  postwar  period  of  prosperity 
for  the  motion  picture  industry. 

A strong  advocate  of  the  personal  touch  in 
business,  his  office  is  open  to  anyone  at  any- 
time. He  was  a prime  mover  in  inaugurating 
a welfare  fund  and  a retirement  system  for 
Loew’s  employes. 

One  infallible  way  to  recognize  Moskowitz 
in  a public  gathering  is  by  the  fresh  carna- 
tion he  wears  in  his  lapel.  He  hasn’t  missed 
changing  the  bloom  every  day  for  more  than 
20  years.  His  greatest  pleasure  is  to  entertain 
an  intimate  group  of  friends  at  his  Kew 
Gardens  home. 


OUR  MAIL  POUCH:  From  far  off  in  New 
Guinea,  comes  a “fan”  letter  from  Sgt, 
Samuel  T.  Hofstetter,  former  exhibitor  and 
manager  for  the  Cinema  circuit,  in  which  he 
puts  in  a plug  for  ex-managers  and  exhibi- 
tors now  engaged  in  similar  duties  for  Uncle 
Sam. 

After  describing  in  detail  his  work,  Hof- 
stetter closes  his  missive  by  stating:  “I  am 
more  than  anxious  to  get  back  into  harness 
just  as  soon  as  my  job  for  Uncle  Sam  is 
terminated.  In  the  meantime,  I will  continue 
to  do  my  utmost  to  give  the  boys  as  much  en- 
tertainment and  relaxation  as  I can.  Let’s 
hope  this  war  will  soon  be  over,  then  we  can 
all  come  home  to  a normal  way  of  life  en- 
joyed by  us  during  our  civilian  days.” 


FILMROW  CHITCHAT:  Joseph  J.  Felder, 
veteran  Monogram  branch  manager,  retires 
from  his  present  post  February  16.  He  will 
announce  his  future  plans  following  a vaca- 
tion in  the  south.  Filmrow  reports  have  it 
that  he  plans  to  go  into  business  for  himself. 
Nat  Furst  will  succeed  him  at  Monogram. 


Exhibitors  in  this  area,  particularly  those 
operating  subsequent  run  situations,  are  try- 
ing to  figure  out  the  effect  of  the  reduction 
in  raw  stock  film  upon  the  availability  of 
prints  for  their  houses.  They  observe  that 
the  war  has  resulted  in  a smaller  number  of 
prints  and  has  held  up  availabilities.  The 
new  cut  will  undoubtedly  increase  this  lag 
between  first  and  subsequent  runs,  they  say, 
and  further  worsen  this  condition. 


Sidney  H.  Levin,  Hans  Mosner,  and  Shirley 
Brumberger,  of  1 East  42nd  St.,  are  incorpo- 
rators of  International  Films  Classics.  The 
papers,  filed  in  the  state  capital,  Albany,  de- 
clare that  the  firm  will  conduct  a theatrical 
business  in  New  York. 
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THEY’RE  BOWLING! — Never  knew  until  now  it  could  be  so  exciting.  Jane 
Withers,  Republic  star,  was  scorekeeper  at  the  three-match  series  between  Republic 
and  the  Grumman  “Hellcat”  team  from  Bethpage,  L.  I.,  at  the  N.  Y.  Athletic  Club. 


Sidney  Samuelson 
Elected  7th  Time 

PHILADELPHIA  — Sidney  E.  Samuelson 
was  re-elected  to  a seventh  term  as  general 
manager  of  the  Allied  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  at  a meeting 
held  here  last  week. 

Elected  to  the  board  of  directors  were:  For 
three  years — Ben  Fertel,  Milton  Rogasner, 
Morris  Wax,  Joseph  Conway  and  Jack  H. 
Greenberg.  For  two  years:  Martin  B.  Ellis, 
George  E.  Ickes,  Thomas  Lazarick,  George 
Reisman,  Lester  Stallman. 

E.  B.  Gregory  was  elected  treasurer;  Joseph 
Conway,  chairman  of  the  financial  commit- 
tee; Harry  Chertcoff,  national  director,  and 
Ickes  and  Wax,  alternates. 


Tradepaper  Campaign 
For  RKO's  "Murder" 

NEW  YORK — In  conjunction  with  the  na- 
tional magazine  advertising  announced  last 
week  by  RKO  Radio  for  “Murder,  My  Sweet,” 
that  company  is  conducting  an  extensive 
tradepaper  campaign  for  the  Dick  Powel! 
Claire  Trevor  and  Anne  Shirley  feature. 
Starting  with  a special  opening  at  the  Fox, 
St.  Louis,  the  picture  will  be  released 
throughout  the  country  February  20. 

Advertising  Manager  Ben  Grimm  pre- 
pared five  two-page  ads,  all  in  color;  these 
broke  throughout  the  trade  press  last  week 
and  will  run  into  early  March,  thereby  catch- 
ing many  playdates. 


Rites  for  Mrs.  Rosenberg 

NEW  YORK — Esther  Rosenberg,  65,  mother 
of  Frank  P.  Rosenberg,  Columbia  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity,  died  recently 
after  a long  illness. 
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Philadelphia  Opera  Co. 
Gives  Its  Side  of  Story 

PHILADELPHIA— The  Philadelphia  Opera 
Co.  would  have  lost  between  $40,000  and  $50,- 
000  if  it  had  fulfilled  its  contract  with  Sol 
Hurok,  the  company  claimed  last  week.  The 
claim  was  made  in  the  opera  company’s  an- 
swer to  Hurok’s  breach  of  contract  suit  for 
$60,000  in  federal  district  court  here. 

The  opera  company  said  it  always  operated 
on  the  basis  of  an  annual  loss  of  $10,000  to 
$15,000,  which  is  made  up  by  the  patrons. 
The  greater  loss  would  have  been  caused,  the 
company  declared,  by  the  higher  wages  de- 
manded by  male  singers,  who  are  at  a pre- 
mium due  to  manpower  shortage,  and  by 
greater  demands  for  musicians.  The  answer 
further  stated  that  the  company  feared  a 
financial  collapse  midway  through  the  tour 
for  which  Hurok  claimed  he  was  hired.  The 
company  asked  that  Hurok  be  made  to  prove 
any  actual  losses. 

Hurok  had  declared  that  he  had  guaran- 
teed the  company  $7,000  a week,  plus  50  per 
cent  of  gross  receipts  over  $12,500  for  a 
12-week  tour  of  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  Mexico. 
When  the  opera  company  called  things  off, 
said  Hurok,  he  had  to  hire  another  company 
at  $9,000  a week  to  fill  the  bookings. 

Televisionists  Will  Try 
To  Stump  the  Experts 

NEW  YORK — A television  question  and  an- 
swer period  patterned  on  radio’s  Information 
Please,  will  be  conducted  by  the  American 
Television  Society  at  the  Museum  of  Modern 
Art,  11  West  53rd  St.,  February  15,  at  7:30 
p.  m.  Among  those  who  will  take  part  in 
the  program  are: 

Lee  Cooley  of  Ruthrauff  & Ryan,  Ed  Sobol 
of  NBC,  Raymond  E.  Nelson  of  Charles  M. 
Storm,  Don  McClure  of  N.  W.  Ayer  & Co., 
Charles  Kleinman  of  RCA,  Irwin  A.  Shane  of 
Television  Workshop,  Thomas  H.  Hutchinson 
of  RKO  Television,  Patricia  Murray  of  Print- 
er’s Ink,  Glorianne  Lehr,  television  writer- 
producer;  Capt.  John  G.  T.  Gilmour,  formerly 
of  WRGB,  and  Norman  D.  Waters  of  Nor- 
man D.  Waters  & Associates.  David  Hale 
Halpern,  chairman  of  the  ATS  program 
committee,  will  be  moderator  of  the  meeting. 


Stage  and  Wall  Drapes 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


—ALBANY— 

Schofield  Productions:  To  conduct  busi- 
ness in  motion  pictures  in  New  York;  $600, 
no  par;  John  P.  Schofield,  New  York  Athletic 
Club;  Cometa  G.  Streiffer,  Hotel  Bristol,  New 
York;  Willard  S.  McKay,  417  Field  Point  Rd., 
Greenwich,  Conn. 

United  Broadcasting  System:  To  carry  on 
a radio  and  television  broadcasting  business 
in  New  York;  $50,000,  with  $100  par;  Gustave 
Berman,  1271  Grant  Ave.,  New  York;  Bert- 
rand Arnow,  141-15  79th  Ave.,  Kew  Gardens; 
Bert  Harmon,  821  Soundview  Dr.,  Mama- 
roneck. 

Television  Broadcaster  Ass’n,  formed  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  recorded  a statement  and 
designation  that  its  New  York  office  is  500 
Fifth  Ave.  J.  R.  Poppele  is  president. 

Crawford  Enterprises — Formed  to  conduct 
amusement  centers  business  in  Syracuse. 
Capital  stock,  $50,000,  $100  par.  Incorpora- 
tors: Reuben  C.  Canter,  215  Crawford  Ave., 
and  Morris  P.  Slotnick,  716  Crawford  Ave., 
Syracuse;  Irwin  B.  Canter,  6303  Ventnor 
Ave.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  Slotnick  is  an  ex- 
hibitor well  known  in  the  Syracuse  and  Al- 
bany areas. 

Television  Theatres  Corp.:  To  conduct 
theatrical  business  in  New  York;  1,200  shares, 
no  par;  Max  Chopnick,  Louis  L.  Garrell,  Hy- 
man I.  Bucher,  9 E.  46th  St. 

Cine-Tone  Corp.  of  America:  To  conduct 
a business  in  motion  pictures  and  films  in 
New  York;  10  shares,  no  par;  Cornelius  Van- 
derbilt, 1048  Fifth  Ave.;  Henry  DePorceri,  18 
E.  58th  St.;  Vincent  Bejtman,  745  Fifth  Ave. 

Thompson  Amusement  Corp.:  To  conduct 
business  in  New  York;  200  shares,  no  par; 
Frank  Thompson,  Mary  Thompson,  4706  189th 
St.,  Flushing,  L.  I.;  Samuel  Weinreb,  5 Co- 
lumbus Circle,  New  York. 

Uncensored  Film  Being 
Sold  in  Pennsylvania 

PHILADELPHIA— A "black  market”  in  un- 
censored film  is  operating  in  Pennsylvania, 
according  to  the  state  board  of  motion  picture 
censors.  Mrs.  Edna  Carroll,  chairman  of  the 
board,  announced  that  state  investigators 
have  uncovered  flagrant  violations  of  the 
state  code  governing  motion  pictures. 

The  violators,  she  said,  were  largely  small- 
time New  York  distributors  dealing  in  single 
pictures  who  sought  to  by-pass  the  Pennsyl- 
vania censors  and  sell  direct  to  exhibitors  in 
the  state.  She  sent  a letter  to  1,200  exhibitors 
in  Pennsylvania  warning  that  anyone  show- 
ing pictures  without  the  state  seal  would  be 
fined  heavily. 

The  first  violator  was  an  East  Mauch  Chunk 
exhibitor,  said  Mrs.  Carroll.  He  was  fined  and 
warned  that  another  violation  might  be  dealt 
with  more  severely.  Mrs.  Carroll  said  that 
the  exhibitor  said  he  made  the  deal  with  tl\e 
New  York  distributor  because  “it  was 
cheaper”  than  buying  the  same  picture 
through  Pennsylvania  distributors. 

Variety  Club  Will  Honor 
President  and  Saints 

BUFFALO— Variety  Club  of  Buffalo,  Elmer 
Lux,  chief  barker,  has  arranged  two  events 
to  launch  this  season’s  social  activities.  The 
first  will  be  held  Saturday  night,  February 
17  and  will  honor  George  Washington,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  St.  Valentine.  Dewey 
Michaels  is  chairman. 

The  second  event  will  be  held  Saturday 
night,  March  17  and  will  pay  homage  to  St. 
Patrick.  There  will  be  plenty  of  corned  beef 
and  cabbage— OPA  permitting,  according  to 
Lux. 
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Albany's  Bond  Sales 
Broadcast  Overseas 

ALBANY — The  $24,000,000  war  bond  pre- 
miere at  the  Strand  last  December  was 
called  to  the  attention  of  Albany  fighting 
men  all  over  the  world  in  a recording  which 
WABY  made  for  the  armed  forces  radio 
service.  The  transcription  took  the  absent 
service  men  on  a tour  of  the  city  and  re- 
ported to  them  the  highlights  of  recent 
events  here.  Forrest  Willis,  the  narrator, 
spoke  not  only  of  the  record-breaking  pre- 
miere of  “Hollywood  Canteen”  and  of  the 
network  broadcast  from  the  Strand  of  Dou- 
ble or  Nothing  over  Mutual,  but  of  sev- 
eral smaller  bond  shows. 

Willis  told  the  boys  that  Mayor  Erastus 
Corning,  a member  of  the  Variety  Club,  was 
now  a first  class  private  in  France. 

Rip  Collins,  manager  of  the  Albany  club, 
was  interviewed  on  the  recording  by  Joe 
Nolan,  well-known  local  sports  announcer. 
The  $5,500,000  bond  day  at  Hawkins  Stadium 
last  summer  when  Collins  went  on  the 
auction  block  for  $2,500,000,  was  recalled. 
Charlie  Young,  veteran  sports  editor,  called 
attention  to  Collins’  remarkable  record  in 
his  22nd  year  as  a professional.  “The  Rip- 
per” was  voted  the  most  valuable  player  in 
the  Eastern  league,  named  player-manager 
on  the  all-star  team  and  was  selected  by  a 
national  baseball  paper  as  the  No.  1 player 
of  the  minors. 

Ed  Scheiberling,  national  commander  of 
the  American  Legion  and  member  of  Albany 
Variety  Club,  likewise  spoke  on  the  tran- 
scription. Dick  Hajrtigan,  one-time  Troy 
Theatre  organist,  played  the  Hammond  elec- 
tric. 

A large  number  of  copies  of  the  recording 
were  to  be  made  in  Los  Angeles  and  sent 
to  all  theatres  of  operation.  WABY  is  one 
of  180  stations  which  turned  out  a home 
town  transcription  at  the  request  of  General 
EJisenhower. 

Paramount  Gets  53  Firsts 
On  Annual  Film  Polls 

NEW  YORK — Paramount  took  53  first 
places  out  of  a possible  71  in  26  annual 
polls  and  selections  reported  to  January  15, 
according  to  a survey  conducted  by  the 
company. 

The  polls  covered  the  year’s  best  pictures, 
stars,  direction  and  production.  They  were 
conducted  by  tradepapers,  national  maga- 
zines, newspapers,  syndicates  and  review- 
ing organizations. 

Leading  the  selections  was  “Going  My  Way” 
with  other  films  honored  including  “The 
Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,”  “For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls,”  “Hail  the  Conquering  Hero,”  “The 
Miracle  of  Morgan’s  Creek,”  “Double  In- 
demnity,” “Lady  in  the  Dark”  and  “Let’s 
Face  It.” 


Add  Two  WB  Field  Men 

NEW  YORK  — Two  additional  men  have 
been  added  to  Warners’  field  staff  by  Mort 
Blumenstock.  They  are  George  Wood,  who 
entered  the  business  with  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  in  1919  and  was  a district 
manager  when  Warners  operated  the  circuit, 
and  Daniel  Karsch,  former  radio  and  adver- 
tising man,  who  has  just  been  discharged 
from  the  army  after  two  and  one-half  years 
of  service.  He  will  work  in  the  home  office 
with  Bill  Brumberg  before  being  assigned  to 
a territory. 


"Won't  Play"  Her  Favorite 

DALLAS — Besa  Short,  booker  of  shortsub- 
jects  for  Interstate  circuit,  has  named  War- 
ners’ “I  Won’t  Play,”  two-reeler,  as  her  per- 
sonal “Academy  Award”  selection. 


— Official  U.S.  Marine  Corp  Photo. 

STAR  COMPLETES  TRAINING— Lieut. 
Tyrone  Power,  who  has  completed  his 
training  as  first  pilot  of  a Douglas  Sky- 
train  (R4D)  transport  plane,  is  shown 
leaving  the  pilot’s  compartment  after  a 
landing  at  the  marine  corps  air  station, 
El  Centro,  Calif.,  where  he  is  stationed 
prior  to  being  transferred  overseas. 


Ad  Budgets  Are  Boosted 
For  WB's  "Hotel  Berlin" 

NEW  YORK — The  newspaper  and  trade- 
paper  advertising  budget  originally  set  for 
Warners’  “Hotel  Berlin”  has  been  boosted 
considerably  because  of  the  timeliness  of  the 
film.  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer,  is 
rushing  its  release  and  expects  it  will  be  as 
well-timed  as  “Casablanca,”  judging  by  the 
pace  of  the  Russian  armies  advancing  on 
Berlin. 

In  addition  to  the  special  advertising 
budget,  exploitation  funds  have  been  ear- 
marked for  key  city  campaigns  by  the  War- 
ner field  men.  Simultaneous  premieres  have 
been  set  for  nine  American  towns  named 
Berlin.  They  are  located  In  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Maryland,  Massa- 
chusetts, North  Dakota,  Pennsylvania  and 
Wisconsin. 

Cub  Born  at  Sportsmen's 
Show  Named  Bob  Hope 

BOSTON — Bob  Hope  was  born  at  the  New 
England  Sportsmen’s  Show  early  last  Satur- 
day morning!  Yes  sir,  that’s  correct,  Minnie 
and  Bill,  two  members  of  the  Beebes’  troupe 
of  performing  bears  at  the  show  in  Mechanics 
Bldg.,  gave  birth  to  a cub  formally  named 
after  the  comedian  by  local  officials  of  Para- 
mount Pictures.  For  Minnie,  the  mother,  was 
starred  in  the  picture,  “Road  to  Utopia,” 
along  with  Bob  Hope,  Bing  Crosby  and  Doro- 
thy Lamour. 

Arnold  Van  Leer  and  Doris  Barlow,  of  the 
Paramount  here,  presented  the  cub  with  his 
first  bottle  of  milk  and  then  christened  him. 
Van  Leer  telegraphed  news  of  the  birth  and 
christening  to  Hope,  who  was  in  Florida 
playing  at  army  camps. 

Pittston  Soldier's  Song 
Heard  on  "Harem"  Film 

SCRANTON — A tune  entitled,  “John  Sil- 
ver,” being  played  in  “Lost  in  a Harem,” 
which  is  currently  being  featured  by  Jimmy 
Dorsey  and  his  orchestra,  was  written  by  a 
Pittston  boy,  Ray  Krise,  now  a corporal  in  the 
air  corps  in  India. 


Larry  Cowen  Is  Back 
With  Fabian  Circuit 

ALBANY — Lieut.  Comdr.  Larry  Cowen, 
former  Fabian  executive  here  and  veteran 
of  World  War  I,  has  been  placed  on  the 
inactive  list  after  serving  four  years  in  the 
navy  in  the  present  conflict.  Cowen,  a re- 
serve officer  called  to  active  duty  a year 
before  Pearl  Harbor  as  officer  in  charge  of 
naval  intelligence  in  northern  New  York 
with  headquarters  here,  will  return  to  Fa- 
bian Theatres  in  an  executive  capacity  at 
the  main  offices  in  the  Paramount  Bldg,  in 
New  York.  The  former  manager  will  con- 
tinue as  a member  of  the  WAC  publicity 
committee. 

Cowen,  one-time  publicity  man  for  RKO 
Theatres  in  New  York,  directed  publicity  for 
the  naval  reserve  in  this  section  while  on 
the  reserve  list  here.  When  called  to  active 
service  he  organized  and  directed  naval  in- 
telligence in  the  eastern  section  of  upstate 
New  York  until  May,  1944.  He  was  trans- 
ferred last  spring  to  New  York  City  as 
liaison  intelligence  officer  for  the  naval  air 
station  at  Floyd  Bennett  Field. 

His  wife  maintained  the  family  residence 
here  after  he  was  shifted  to  the  metropolitan 
territory.  Cowen  has  been  commended  in 
an  official  letter  by  Admiral  Randall  Ja- 
cobs, chief  of  the  bureau  of  naval  personnel, 
for  “faithful  and  effective  performance  of 
duty.”  Among  his  awards  are  the  naval 
reserve  and  American  Defense  medals. 


Minimizing  the  Brownout 
Is  Aim  of  Loew's  Copy 

NEW  YORK — Loew’s  theatre  advertising 
department  went  to  work  on  the  marquee 
brownout  in  advance  by  sending  out  sugges- 
tions to  managers.  The  copy  was  prepared 
by  Oscar  A.  Doob. 

Some  of  it  read: 

“Brownout!  Loew’s  is  cooperating  with  the 
save-fuel  campaign.  Our  outside  lighting 
may  be  dim — but  inside  the  show  is  brighter 
and  as  colorful  as  ever!  Boxoffice  open  as 
usual — 10:45  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m. 

“Don’t  let  the  brownout  make  you  blue! 
Our  outside  lights  may  be  low — but  our  en- 
tertainment is  still  high!  Brown  outside — but 
Technicolorful  inside!  Boxoffice  open  usual 
hours. 

“Don’t  let  the  brownout  fool  you!  Our  out- 
side lights  will  be  low— to  help  the  save- 
electricity  drive — but  inside  the  show  is 
bright,  colorful,  the  spirit  high,  the  enter- 
tainment rosy  and  colorful. 

“Brownout  to  save  electricity!  But  don’t  let 
your  morale  go  down.  Go  to  Loew’s  to  re- 
charge your  morale-batteries!” 


RKO  Belgian  Head  Dies 

LONDON — Leon  Wynbergen,  Belgian  man- 
ager for  RKO  Radio,  died  here  Monday, 
February  5,  following  a heart  attack.  Forced 
to  leave  Belgium  because  of  the  German 
occupation,  Wynbergen  planned  to  return  to 
his  post  upon  the  liberation  of  that  country. 
He  had  been  associated  for  many  years  with 
the  RKO  Radio  sales  organization  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 


MPPDA  Hosts  DeWolf 

NEW  YORK — Francis  Colt  deWolf,  the 
state  department’s  chief  of  telecommuni- 
cations division,  was  guest  at  a luncheon  here 
sponsored  by  the  international  department  of 
MPPDA.  Heads  of  major  companies  were 
present  for  a discussion  of  postwar  problems. 


Picks  Up  Option  on  Janet  Martin 

Republic  has  picked  up  option  on  Janet 
Martin,  who  is  set  for  a featured  spot  in 
“Bells  of  Rosarita.” 
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THE  EASTERN  AREA'S  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


In  1924  Bernard  I. 
Gonder  sr.  of  Mary- 
land decided  “to  try 
the  theatre  business.” 
Shortly  thereafter  he 
leased  the  Empire, 
Oakland,  Md„  remod- 
eled the  house  and 
changed  its  name  to 
Grand.  He  sold  out  to 
the  Palace  Theatre, 
Frostburg,  closed  the 
Grand  and  operated 
the  Maryland  Thea- 
tre in  Oakland.  Later  he  bought  the  Mary- 
land. He  also  conducts  a general  insurance 
business.  He  is  state  senator  for  Garrett 
County,  chairman  of  the  fish  and  game  com- 
mittee in  the  state  senate,  and  chairman  of 
the  Garrett  County  welfare  board. 


Irving-  Dollinger  is  a 

man  who  really  knows 
his  house.  He  began 
as  doorman  in  1922  at 
the  Tivoli,  Newark,  N. 
J.,  and  today  operates 
two  theatres,  the  Plaza 
and  the  Liberty,  in 
Linden  and  Irvington, 
N.  J„  respectively.  For- 
mer president  of  the 
Allied  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  New  Jersey,  he 
now  is  a director  of 
that  organization  and  is  also  eastern  regional 
vice-president  of  National  Allied.  His  son, 
Richard,  gives  indication  of  fulfilling  the 
promise  of  family  tradition.  Although  in 
school  at  the  moment,  he  also  serves  as  a 
part-time  usher. 


Louis  Weitzman  oper- 
ated his  first  theatre, 
the  Garden,  Ridge- 
wood, Brooklyn,  as  far 
back  as  1915.  For  the 
last  23  years  he  has 
been  the  proprietor  of 
the  Summit  Theatre  in 
Union  City,  N.  J.  He 
also  runs  the  Strand 
in  the  same  city.  He 
is  a member  of  the 
Masons  and  Elks  as 
well  as  the  Allied  The- 
atre Owners  of  N.  J.  His  hobby  is,  at  pres- 
ent, pinochle.  But,  he  confesses,  “I  formerly 
followed  the  horses  as  a conductor  on  a horse 
car  in  New  York  City.”  He  is  married,  but 
has  no  children.  He  is  interested  in  civic  af- 
fairs and  is  a good  mixer. 


The  tradition  of  the 
industry  is  in  the 
Steele  family  of  Vir- 
ginia. Robert  S.  Steele 
first  played  piano  in 
his  father’s  theatre  in 
1916,  and  then  became, 
in  turn,  doorman, 
cashier,  projectionist 
and  manager.  When 
his  father  died  in 
1925,  Steele  was  well 
qualified  to  take  over 
the  management  of 
the  Coeburn  in  Coeburn.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Masons,  but  belongs  to  no  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations. When  the  cares  of  the  world 
ring  too  closely  around  him,  he  takes  his 
shotgun  and  goes  out  after  birds.  His  daugh- 
ter, Louise,  is  three. 


W.  B.  Hines  is  more 
than  a 20-year  show- 
man; he’s  a 30-year 
veteran  with  friends 
among  the  great  and 
near-great  and  among 
the  plain  citizens  of 
the  West  Virginia 
mountain  spa,  White 
Sulphur  Springs.  He 
runs  the  Plaza  Thea- 
tre; he  also  puts  on 
the  film  shows  at  the 
Greenbrier.  He  has 
No.  3 West  Virginia  auto  plate  for  every 
year  since  1912.  He  doesn’t  let  exhibition  take 
up  all  his  time.  He  is  a member  of  the  West 
Virginia  Managers’  Ass’n  of  Variety  Club  and 
Rotary,  as  well  as  other  clubs,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  civic  matters. 


In  1922  Max  A.  Gold- 
baum  was  operating 
the  Vernon  and  Idle 
Hour  theatres  in  Long 
Island  City.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  Congress 
and  Essex  theatres  in 
Newark.  Although  in- 
terested in  civic  af- 
fairs, Goldbaum  holds 
no  public  office.  He 
is  a member  of  the 
Masons  and  Bnai 
Brith  and  a charter  member  of  ITOA.  His 
hobby  is  golf.  “Although  I have  been  in  the 
business  for  22  years,  I still  like  it,”  he  says 
philosophically.  His  children  are  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Winter  and  Hyman  J.,  the  latter  in 
the  signal  corps. 


When  James  P.  Papay- 
anakos  of  Gouverneur, 
N.  Y„  bought  the 
Nickelodeon  from  Jack 
Mullen  in  September 
1907,  his  friends  said 
that  he  was  crazy.  But 
intuition  told  Papay- 
anakos  films  were  not 
just  a passing  fancy. 
Today  his  Union  Hall 
and  Gralyn  theatres 
in  Gouverneur,  N.  Y„ 
and  his  Rialto  and 
Star  theatres  in  Pottsdam,  N.  Y.,  bear  him 
out.  At  one  time,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Aleck,  he  operated  five  Watertown 
theatres:  the  Wonderland,  Lyric,  Liberty, 
Olympic  and  Strand.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Gouverneur  Luncheon  Club  and  the  Masons. 


C.  M.  Patten  purchased 
the  State  in  Adams, 

N.  Y„  from  O.  H. 

Southworth  on  Feb.  1, 

1923.  He  has  been  the 
proprietor  of  that  the- 
atre ever  since.  Pat- 
ten is  chief  of  the  Ad- 
ams fire  department, 
a member  of  the  Ro- 
tary Club  and  Masons 
and  past  president  of 
Jefferson  County  Fire 
C h i e f s’  Ass’n.  “Pat” 
does  not  belong  to  any  exhibitor  organiza- 
tions. His  hobbies  are  fishing  and  the  opera- 
tion of  a boat  livery  and  fishing  camp  in 
summer  time.  His  son,  Stanley,  and  a son- 
in-law  are  in  the  service.  He  has  three 
daughters,  Mildred,  Marie  and  Margaret. 


Stanley  S.  Sobelson 

opened  the  Janice 
Theatre,  Flushing,  L. 
I.,  in  1913.  At  present 
he  is  the  proprietor 
of  the  West  End  in 
Newark  and  the  Am- 
pere in  East  Orange 
He  is  interested  in 
civic  affairs,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masons, 
and  is  affiliated  with 
the  ITOA.  He  offi- 
ciates as  cantor  in 
Ahavath  Zion  Congregation  in  Newark.  He 
has  three  sons,  Stanley,  Lester  and  Ronald. 
Stanley  is  a former  exhibitor,  now  in  the 
navy;  Lester  is  with  the  chemical  warfare 
division  of  the  army  and  Ronald  is  a student 
in  grammar  school. 


W.  B.  Ackerma  n’s 

w i f e’s  grandfather 
built  the  Opera  House, 

New  Berlin,  N.  Y„  in 
1886.  This  structure 
burned  to  the  ground 
in  1898.  A new  Opera 
House  was  erected  and 
opened  to  the  public 
on  Feb.  7,  1900.  Even- 
tually the  theatre  be- 
c a m e obsolete,  the 
Ackermans  closed  the 
house  and  opened  a 
new  one.  The  Ackermans  currently  operate 
the  Dakins,  also  in  New  Berlin.  Closely  in- 
terested in  civic  affairs,  Ackerman  holds  no 
public  office  at  present.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masons.  Coin  collecting,  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing are  his  hobbies.  He  has  two  youngsters. 


Leslie  L.  Chamberlain 

of  Johnstown,  Pa., 
says,  “Theatre  busi- 
ness gets  into  the 
blood  and  stays  there.” 
He  first  became  in- 
fected in  1915  when  he 
opened  the  Victoria. 
The  infection  became 
acute  in  1918,  the 
building  date  for  his 
Dale  Theatre.  A coun- 
cilman for  12  years,  he 
was  president  of  the 
council  part  of  that  time.  He  is  a Mason 
and  a member  of  his  local  exhibitors’  associa- 
tion. His  hobbies  are  photography,  hunting 
and  fishing.  He  has  five  children,  four  of 
them  now  living  at  home;  they  are  Betty, 
Leslie,  Boyd  and  Charles. 

In  1910,  one  year  after 
entering  the  field,  C. 

Dayton  LaPointe  of 
Chatham,  - N.  Y.,  was 
managing  five  thea- 
tres. They  were  the 
Philmont,  Valata,  Nas- 
sau, Millerton  and 
Chatham.  Nowadays 
when  not  active  at  the 
Crandell  Theatre  in 
Chatham,  N.  Y„  he  is 
a participant  at  the 
local  American  Legion 
post,  of  which  he  was  the  first  commander, 
or  attending  regular  meeting  of  Elks.  La- 
Pointe shoots  golf  in  the  80s;  this  may  be 
reminiscent  of  the  days  of  the  first  world 
war,  when  shooting  straight  was  something 
a man  did  by  instinct.  He  holds  no  office. 
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CONGRATULATIONS — Max  Cohen,  president  of  Cinema  circuit,  congratu- 
lates George  Trilling,  Fabian  circuit,  at  the  sixth  installation  dinner  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Bookers  of  New  York.  Trilling  started  his  second  term  as  president. 
Seated  on  the  left  is  Oscar  Lagar,  Moses  circuit,  vice-president.  Seated  on  the  right 
are  Lou  Golding,  Fabian  division  manager,  and  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president. 


Upstate  New  York  Fuel  Crisis 
Eases,  But  Labor  Is  Problem 


ALBANY — Local  theatres  were  not  the  only 
motion  picture  establishments  affected  by  the 
coal  shortage.  Metro,  one  of  the  largest  ex- 
changes, ran  short  of  solid  fuel.  As  a result, 
the  Leo  boys  went  out  in  their  cars  one  night 
to  pick  up  the  maximum  of  500  pounds  al- 
lowed per  place.  Local  branches  usually  fur- 
nish their  own  fuel  under  terms  of  their  leases 
in  operation. 

The  crisis  will  not  be  entirely  eased  for  the 
remainder  of  the  winter.  Governor  Dewey  de- 
clared in  a radio  address  Sunday.  He  said  all 
large  office  buildings  here  would  have  to  burn 
bituminous  coal,  since  any  anthracite  received 
would  be  delivered  to  homes.  During  the  tieup 
residences  in  a number  of  cases  were  forced 
to  accept  substitute  fuel,  either  soft  coal  or 
reclaimed  coke.  Instructions  for  firing  these 
were  given  in  newspapers  and  on  the  radio. 

Curb  to  Last  Until  Spring 

Mayor  Frank  S.  Harris  said  coal  must  be 
conserved  until  spring  and  that  room  tem- 
peratures must  be  kept  within  moderation. 
He  and  Carl  Fraser,  who  spoke  twice  over 
WOKO  for  the  fuel  emergency  committee, 
were  among  those  praising  the  theatres  for 
their  cooperation.  Motion  picture  houses,  in 
reopening  Wednesday,  pledged  that  the  early 
openings  one  day  each  week  would  be 
dropped.  The  Eagle  advertised  it  was  reopen- 
ing at  1 p.  m.  The  Colonial,  also  a neighbor- 
hood situation,  set  the  hour  at  1:30  p.  m. 
Downtown  stores  agreed  to  cut  out  Thursday 
night  operation. 

Coal  dealers  reported  the  fuel  shortage 
“definitely  alleviated,”  adding  that  their  main 
difficulty  was  in  obtaining  truck  drivers  and 
helpers.  Consumers  using  large  amounts  of 
coal  were  told  they  might  have  to  arrange  for 
their  own  handling  while  the  dealers’  regular 
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equipment  was  engaged  in  home  deliveries. 
Users  refusing  to  cooperate  with  the  coal 
dealers  in  the  delivery  plan  were  to  be  re- 
ported to  city  authorities.  The  weather  mod- 
erated here  Tuesday. 

The  coal  shortage  shutdown  forced  post- 
ponement of  a March  of  Dimes  party  which 
the  Variety  Club  was  to  hold  in  the  Hotel 
Ten  Eyck  clubrooms.  Neil  Heilman,  chairman 
of  the  committee,  announced  in  the  press  and 
on  the  radio  that  the  affair  would  take  place 
after  the  fuel  crisis  ended.  He  said  $500  al- 
ready had  been  raised  by  the  club  for  the 
March  of  Dimes.  The  club  hopes  to  collect 
$1,000.  A war  bond  will  be  given  as  the  chief 
prize. 

Extend  Campaign  Time 

The  Dimes  campaign  will  be  continued  in 
the  Albany  exchange  territory  until  all  full 
time  theatres  have  seven  collection  days.  The 
drive  was  first  extended  generally  in  Albany 
County  until  February  7 because  of  cold 
weather,  heavy  snows  and  the  coal  crisis. 
Another  continuation  has  been  ordered,  and 
it  will  last,  so  far  as  picture  houses  are  con- 
cerned, until  they  get  in  seven  money  pickup 
days. 

In  the  city  of  Albany,  theatres  had  been 
collecting  only  three  days  before  Mayor 
Frank  S.  Harris  ordered  them  closed  to  con- 
serve coal.  This  resulted  in  the  elimination 
of  the  first  big  day,  Sunday. 

Albany  theatres  did  some  special  cleaning 
and  refurbishing  work  during  the  ten-day 
closing.  A new  panel  board,  for  instance,  was 
installed  in  the  Grand,  and  the  chandeliers 
were  polished  in  the  Strand. 


R.  J.  Miller  Appeals 

NEW  YORK— R.  J.  Miller,  operator  of  the 
Colony,  McHenry,  111.,  has  appealed  the  re- 
cent decision  of  an  arbitrator  in  the  Chicago 
tribunal  in  his  combination  some  run  and 
clearance  complaint  against  the  major  dis- 
tributors. 


Into  "The  Monster  and  the  Ape" 

Robert  Lowery  and  Carole  Mathews  have 
been  cast  for  roles  in  the  Columbia  serial, 
“The  Monster  and  the  Ape.” 


Amusement  Concerns 
Calm  in  Fuel  Crisis 

BUFFALO — Buffalo  hotels,  theatres  and 
night  clubs  responded  to  Mayor  Joseph  J. 
Kelly’s  fuel  emergency  proclamation  with 
wholehearted  pledges  of  fullest  cooperation. 

Kenneth  A.  Kelly,  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Hotel  Ass’n,  said:  “We  will  support  Mayor 
Kelly  100  per  cent  in  this  emergency.  The 
members  of  our  association  will  do  every- 
thing possible  to  conserve  fuel.” 

Spokesmen  for  show  business  voiced  simi- 
lar sentiments.  Vincent  R.  McFaul  of  Shea 
Theatres  said,  “Shea’s  is  going  to  comply 
with  the  regulations  as  set  forth  by  the 
mayor.  We  expect  to  carry  on  business  as 
usual.” 

McFaul  pointed  out  that,  while  55  degrees 
might  seem  low,  people  would  be  pleasantly 
surprised  to  discover  how  comfortable  a the- 
atre filled  with  spectators  could  be. 

Will  Comply  With  the  Rules 

“We  will  comply  with  all  the  rules,”  said 
George  H.  Mackenna,  general  manager  of 
Basil  Theatres,  which  operates  the  Lafay- 
ette and  nine  community  motion  picture 
houses  in  the  city.  “And  we  will  carry  on, 
making  everyone  as  comfortable  as  possible.” 

Night  club  operators  made  the  point  that 
heating  is  seldom  a problem  in  well  pa- 
tronized spots  where  the  customers  are 
dancing,  eating  and  partaking  of  drinks  that 
impart  a pleasing  inner  glow. 

Lillian  McVan  of  McVans,  Niagara  and 
Hertel,  said  the  temperature  of  that  night 
spot  never  is  allowed  to  go  much  over  55 
degrees.  And  when  the  place  is  jam-packed 
on  Saturday  evenings,  the  heat  is  turned  off. 

Phil  Amigone  of  the  Chez  Ami  in  down- 
town Delaware  Ave.  could  envisage  no  par- 
ticular ill  effects  upon  business  or  the  cus- 
tomers. Heating  with  gas,  the  Chez  Ami  has 
no  coal  worries,  and  even  this  shuts  off 
automatically  when  the  patrons  fill  up  the 
place  about  9 o’clock. 

At  the  Town  Barn  in  downtown  Main  St., 
Harry  Wallens  said,  “We’ll  go  along  with 
the  mayor  on  this.” 

Which  sums  up  in  a few  words  the  feel- 
ing of  the  city’s  amusement  and  hotel  trade 
in  an  emergency  which  affects  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  Buffalo. 

Warm  Spell  After  Cold 
Eases  Worries  on  Fuel 

NEW  YORK  — Continued  warm  weather, 
accelerating  movement  of  coal  by  freight, 
truck  and  boat,  brought  smiles  to  exhibitors 
momentarily  faced  with  a fuel  shortage.  The 
weather  man’s  promise  of  continued  sunshine 
and  moderate  temperatures  evoked  broad 
grins  from  theatre  owners  upstate,  many  of 
whom  had  closed  their  houses  for  short  pe- 
riods in  compliance  with  local  mandates. 

Although  New  York’s  City  Fuel  Adminis- 
trator Salmon  denied  coal  permits  to  ten  the- 
atres, including  the  Globe  and  the  Rivoli, 
none  of  them  closed  down.  Inquiry  revealed 
that  the  Globe  had  been  using  wood  fires  for 
some  time,  while  the  Rivoli,  anticipating  the 
emergency,  had  arranged  for  an  adequate 
supply  of  low-grade  coal. 

Fire  Destroys  Summit 
At  Clarks  Summit,  Pa. 

CLARKS  SUMMIT,  PA.— The  Summit 
Theatre  here,  owned  and  operated  by  Chester 
La  Barr,  was  destroyed  last  week  in  a fire 
which  caused  damage  estimated  at  $100,000. 
The  fire  raged  for  five  hours  in  14-below  zero 
weather. 


Assistant  "Yearling"  Megger 

The  assistant  megger  on  Metro’s  “The 
Yearling”  is  Joseph  Boyle. 
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BACK  TO  METROPOLIS — Harry  Michalson,  RKO  short  subjects  sales  man- 
ager; Phil  Hodes  New  York  branch  manager;  Charles  Boasberg,  metropolitan  dis- 
trict manager;  Robert  Folliard,  Depinet  drive  captain,  and  Harry  Gittleson,  his 
aide,  stir  things  up  at  the  exchange. 


SCRANTON- 

WILKES-BARRE 

TUT  J.  O’Toole,  public  relations  counselor  of 
Comerford  Theatres,  spoke  at  the  Scran- 
ton Kiwanis  Club  luncheon  last  week  . . . 
Sam  Friedman,  Hazleton,  Comerford  district 
manager,  was  a visitor  at  the  home  office 
. . . Mrs.  Kathryn  Haggerty  Breig,  a former 
Comerford  employe  in  Scranton,  has  returned 
to  the  organization  after  a year’s  leave.  She 
will  become  secretary  to  John  Nolan,  film 
buyer. 

S.  E.  Applegate  and  George  Swartz  of  Uni- 
versal were  at  the  Comerford  home  office 
. . . Eddie  McGovern  of  the  Capitol,  a father 
of  four  children,  entered  the  army  this  week 
. . . Alfred  J.  Hermann,  son  of  the  late  Fred 
Hermann,  former  manager  of  the  Orpheum, 
was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Karmilowicz, 
Kingston,  Pa. 

The  cashiers  of  all  Comerford  theatres  in 
the  Wilkes-Barre  region  had  a “get  together" 
last  week  in  Shaffer’s  restaurant.  The  hon- 
ored guest  was  Anne  Button,  cashier  of  the 
Kingston  . . . Marlin  Dippier,  the  bond  girl 
of  the  Sterling,  is  the  No.  1 bond  salesman  of 
the  circuit.  Miss  Marlin  can  be  seen  after 
every  performance  selling  bonds  and  stamps, 
and  shattering  all  sales  records. 

Word  has  been  received  here  that  Roy  Mul- 
hern,  formerly  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Capitol, 
was  one  of  the  crew  of  a destroyer  lost  in  the 
Atlantic  . . . Frank  Gray,  formerly  of  the 
Hart,  now  is  a petty  officer.  He  was  in  the 
Tarawa,  New  Guinea  and  Guam  assaults  . . . 
Edward  Curtis  of  the  marines  and  formerly 
at  the  Comerford,  Wilkes-Barre,  was  home 
on  furlough  ...  A former  employe  of  the 
Hart,  Pvt.  Martin  Paduck,  a paratrooper,  has 
been  in  action  in  southern  France. 

Robert  Bassler,  formerly  of  the  Hart,  is 
studying  radio  and  electrical  work  at  Sam- 
son, N.  Y.  . . . Pvt.  Robert  Piatt,  former 
projectionist  at  the  Hart,  is  now  at  camp  in 
South  Dakota  studying  radio.  He  recently 
was  operated  upon  for  a knee  injury  . . . John 
McClousky,  assistant  manager  of  the  Scran- 
ton Capitol,  is  back  at  work  after  a week’s 
illness. 

Pvt.  James  Gillern,  a former  Comerford 
employe  was  fatally  wounded  at  the  rifle 
range  at  an  Arkansas  camp.  The  funeral  was 
held  from  his  home  last  week. 

Manager  Jim  Tuffy  of  the  Pittston  Ameri- 
can became  the  father  of  a baby  daughter 
last  week  . . . Sgt.  P.  J.  Carpenter,  husband  of 
Marie  O’Boyle  Carpenter,  Comerford  booking 
department,  was  one  of  the  1,300  soldiers 
granted  furloughs  after  two  and  one-half 
years  of  service  in  Europe  . . . Carol  Singer, 
former  featured  vocalist  of  the  Vincent  Lopez 
band,  made  a personal  appearance  at  the 
Scranton  Capitol. 

This  area  for  the  past  two  weeks  has  been 
covered  with  snow  ranging  from  14  inches  to 
three  and  one-half  feet  deep.  During  the 
snowfalls,  which  practically  paralyzed  trans- 
portation in  this  area,  the  High  Way  Express 
Co.  managed  to  convey  films  to  all  theatres. 

Dorothy  McGuire  to  Go 
Abroad  on  USO  Tour 

NEW  YORK — Dorothy  McGuire  is  sched- 
uled to  entertain  service  men  overseas  in  the 
current  Broadway  comedy  hit  “Dear  Ruth.” 
She  will  make  the  tour  under  auspices  of  the 
USO-Camp  Shows,  for  which  she  has  been 
granted  a leave  of  absence  from  her  screen 
commitments  by  David  O.  Selznick.  Miss 
McGuire  is  currently  appearing  in  20th-Fox’s 
“A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn.” 


Court  Decides  Lease  on 
Jamaica  Theatre  Legal 

NEW  YORK — Justice  Steinbrink  in  N.  Y. 
supreme  court,  Queens  County,  ended  e 
five-year  contest  over  control  of  the  Savoy 
Theatre,  Jamaica,  by  ruling  that  the  lease 
of  the  Coy  Operating  Co.  was  legal. 

William  Isensee,  a stockholder,  had  sued, 
contending  the  lease  was  improper  because 
Jack  J.  Alterman  and  Lewis  B.  Alterman 
were  in  control  of  the  Long  Island  Motion 
Picture  Co.,  owner  of  the  theatre,  as  di- 
rectors, when  they  opened  the  theatre.  Louis 
Nizer,  attorney  for  the  defendants,  contend- 
ed that  the  Altermans  opened  the  house 
only  after  all  prior  tenants  had  failed  and 
that  they  did  so  to  save  the  house  when 
they  could  obtain  no  other  tenant.  The 
court  ruled  there  was  nothing  improper  i. 
this  action. 

Astor  Theatre  Revamped 
In  Fast  Five-Day  Rush 

NEW  YORK — In  the  short  period  of  five 
days,  the  Astor  Theatre  underwent  a face- 
lifting for  its  reopening  Friday  with  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  RKO  release,  “The  Princess  and 
the  Pirate.” 

About  200  seats  were  added  to  the  former 
1,141,  giving  the  house  a capacity  of  1,341. 
New  carpets  and  draperies  were  added  and 
the  entire  auditorium  was  redecorated.  The 
lobby  was  widened  by  removing  the  boxoffice 
that  formerly  was  located  on  the  right  side. 

The  house  is  now  being  operated  by  the 
Astor  Theatre  Corp.  for  the  City  Investing 
Co.,  with  Maurice  Maurer  acting  as  man- 
aging director. 

Urges  a Polio  Rest  Home 
In  the  Scranton  Area 

WILKES-BARRE — At  the  opening  dinner 
of  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign  of  Lacka- 
wanna County,  of  which  J.  J.  O’Leary,  presi- 
dent of  Comerford  Theatres,  is  chairman,  Dr. 
Eugene  N.  Van  Dyke,  consulting  orthopedist 
for  the  local  chapter  of  the  National  Foun- 
dation for  Infantile  Paralysis,  recommended 
that  a convalescent  home  for  treated  polio 
victims  be  erected.  It  was  Van  Dyke’s  opin- 
ion that  in  some  future  time,  should  such  a 
home  be  built,  Scranton  would  prove  to  be  a 
health  center  for  northeastern  Pennsylvania. 
O’Leary  pledged  a 50  per  cent  increase  in  the 
proceeds  of  this  year  over  last  year,  and  such 
an  increase  would  serve  to  make  possible 
the  building  of  the  rest  hospital. 


Role  in  "Over  21"  to  Phil  Brown 

A comedy  role  in  Columbia’s  “Over  21” 
has  been  given  Phil  Brown. 


BUFFALO 


jyjarvin  Atlas,  who  has  operated  the  Allen- 
dale here  about  two  and  one-half  years 
and  the  Commodore  about  a year,  takes  over 
the  Capitol  Theatre,  Niagara  Falls,  about 
February  15.  He  operated  the  Capitol  about 
eight  years  ago.  Then  it  was  leased  to  Basil 
Bros.  Now,  he  has  it  back.  Such  is  the 
theatre  business. 

Shea’s  theatre  ads  carry  this  little  notation: 
"During  the  Brownout  Our  Outside  Lights 
Are  Low  But  Inside  the  Show  Is  Bright  and 
Colorful  as  Ever.  Boxoffices  Open  as  Usual 
in  All  Shea  Theatres.” 

The  Variety  Club  will  give  a dance  Febru- 
ary 17  at  9 p.  m.  in  the  clubrooms.  Dewey 
Michaels,  operator  of  the  Mercury  and  Pal- 
ace theatres,  has  been  named  general  chair- 
man. Next  general  meeting  of  Variety  was 
carded  for  February  12  . . . Midnight  shows 
at  the  Great  Lakes,  20th  Century,  Mercury 
and  Palace,  plus  the  swing  shift  show  at  the 
Buffalo,  have  been  canceled  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  fuel  emergency.  Mayor  Joseph 
J.  Kelly’s  edict  hit  the  boys  hard,  forcing 
theatre  operators  here  to  revise  their  sched- 
ules to  end  shows  as  close  as  possible  to  11 
p.  m.,  heat  curfew  time. 

Three  Black  Rock  men  who  were  ushers 
together  at  George  J.  Gammel’s  Unity  Thea- 
tre are  now  marines  together  somewhere  in 
the  Southwest  Pacific,  namely  Frank  J. 
Tiedeman,  19;  Cpl.  Stephen  Smith,  19,  and 
Pvt.  John  J.  Nagy,  21. 

A little  guy  with  lots  of  worries  these  days 
is  W.  E.  J.  Martin,  Sunday  editor  and  critic 
for  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express.  The  thea- 
tres have  been  heckling  Bill  lately  because 
quick  decisions  have  to  be  made  on  either 
yanking  or  placing  theatre  ads,  with  no  one 
knowing  from  one  minute  to  the  next  what 
new  emergency  edict  is  going  to  be  announced 
in  the  fuel  shortage  crisis.  The  Mercury,  for 
instance,  came  under  the  gas  conservation 
order  and  Bill  found  himself  with  not  only  a 
bum  ad  for  the  next  day  but  a review  on  the 
show  opening  the  same  day. 


D#Souza  China  Manager 

NEW  YORK — Eustace  V.  D'Souza  has  been 
appointed  manager  for  Warners  in  China.  He 
succeeds  James  A.  David.  His  present  head- 
quarters are  at  Chungking. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARMS 

Give  Perfect  Projection  Changovers 
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W A S H I N GTON 


T>KO  will  sponsor  the  Variety  Club  Valen- 
**■  tine  luncheon  in  the  Willard  Hotel  Feb- 
ruary 14.  Guest  of  honor  will  be  Harry  S. 
Truman  . . . Lew  Carroll  went  to  Cumber- 
land to  exploit  “Woman  in  the  Window”  at 
the  Liberty  Theatre  . . . Nina  Woodruff  has 
returned  to  the  office  after  her  recent  illness 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Brecheen  celebrated 
their  23rd  wedding  anniversary  February  4. 

Hardie  Meakin,  former  manager  RKO 
Keith’s  Theatre  and  now  assistant  eastern  di- 
vision manager  of  RKO  Theatres  with  offices 
in  Cincinnati,  has  been  drafted  for  the  dura- 
tion by  the  President’s  birthday  committee  to 
coordinate  the  routing  of  Hollywood  stars 
from  one  hotel  to  another  and  for  the  special 
midnight  shows  that  may  be  held  at  the  va- 
rious downtown  theatres.  Over  a period  of 
years  he  has  so  organized  the  job  that  his 
timing  is  well  nigh  perfect. 

Warner  Theatres:  Sympathy  was  extended 
to  Claude  Land,  manager  of  the  Silver  The- 
atre, whose  mother  recently  died  . . . Nancy 
Sigmund,  contact  department,  is  spending 
two  weeks  in  Florida  . . . Celo  Karley,  secre- 
tary to  Harry  Anger,  and  Mildred  Smith, 
switchboard  operator,  helped  run  things 
smoothly  backstage  during  the  midnight  show 
at  the  Earle  Theatre  in  honor  of  the  Presi- 
dent’s birthday  . . . Little  Elizabeth  Ann, 
daughter  of  Anne  DeMello,  secretary  to  Nat 
Browne,  ranked  first  in  her  class  in  scholar- 
ship during  the  last  semester. 

Auditor  O’Donnell  is  visiting  the  local  Co- 
lumbia exchange  . . . C.  E.  Peppiatt,  Mrs. 
Esther  Gold  and  Shipper  John  Stewart  of 
20th-Fox  celebrated  their  birthdays  this  week 
. . . Charles  Schulman  is  head  of  the  ticket 
committee  and  Bill  Hoyle  is  vice-chairman  of 
the  sports  committee  for  the  second  annual 
President’s  birthday  court  classic  to  be  held 
in  Uline’s  Arena  February  24.  Bill  Hoyle 
staged  the  court  classic  last  year  which  netted 


Projector  Repair  and  Parts 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


$7,500  for  the  infantile  paralysis  fund.  This 
year  the  Variety  Club  is  purchasing  a $500 
block  of  tickets  to  be  distributed  free  to  serv- 
ice men.  Fred  Kogod  and  Carter  Barron  also 
are  on  the  committee. 

The  Schoolfield  Theatre,  Schoolfield,  Va., 
which  is  undergoing  repairs,  will  not  reopen 
until  the  latter  part  of  February  . . . Hal 
Lyons,  exhibitor  of  Franklin,  Boykins,  and 
Waverly,  Va.,  stopped  off  en  route  to  Iowa 
where  he  will  visit  relatives  . . . Local  F13, 
front  office  employes,  held  its  monthly  meet- 
ing Monday  night. 

The  Variety  Club  ladies’  committee  is  in 
charge  of  the  booth  in  the  Willard  Hotel  lobby 
for  the  sale  of  “Ice-Capades”  tickets  for  the 
February  20  matinee  performance.  Tickets 
will  be  distributed  to  service  men  and  women 
and  underprivileged  children. 

Universal’s  district  manager,  S.  E.  Apple- 

gate,  visited  the  local  exchange  en  route  to 
Florida,  where  he  will  vacation  . . . Salesman 
Walter  Davis  has  recovered  from  the  flu  and 
is  back  in  the  office  . . . Gerald  A.  Mundy  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  is  the  new  owner  of  the  Castle 
Theatre,  Fincastle,  Va.  . . . Jimmy  Bums, 
Paramount  shipper,  recently  underwent  an 
operation  in  Sibley  Hospital  . . . Mike  Les- 
nick  and  Elmer  Smith,  home  office  auditors, 
visited  the  Paramount  exchange. 

Republic’s  district  manager,  Maxwell  Gillis, 
is  in  town  . . . Branch  Manager  Jake. Flax 
called  from  Chicago  where  he  stopped  off  to 
visit  his  lifelong  friend,  Herndon  Edmond, 
20th-Fox  salesman  . . . Irving  Grant,  Rio  and 
Dunbar  theatres,  Baltimore,  was  a Filmrow 
visitor  . . . Sam  Zimmerman,  father  of  20th- 
Fox’s  Hilda  Yager,  underwent  an  appendec- 
tomy in  Sibley  Hospital  last  Sunday  . . . 
Charles  Smith,  Crozet  Theatre,  Crozet,  Va., 
is  in  the  army.  The  theatre  is  being  operated 
by  Robert  P.  Crickenberger. 

Gladys  Murray,  Monogram  booker,  was 
married  to  Adolph  Silverstein,  recently  re- 
leased from  the  army.  Silverstein  was  for- 
merly in  the  publicity  department  for  20th- 
Fox  in  New  York  . . . The  A.  E.  Lichtmans  are 
visiting  their  daughter  in  Miami  Beach  . . . 


CHOICE 

IOWA  POPCORN 

Immediate  Delivery 


LARGE  SOUTH  AMERICAN  OR  PEARL  VARIETY 
DRIED  TO  14%  MOISTURE  WHEN  BAGGED 


From  5 Bags  LCL  to  800-Bag  Carload 


MIDWEST  POPCORN  CO. 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

370  Saunders  Kennedy  Bldg.  Phone:  Jackson  7539 


Elmer  McKinley’s  secretary,  Rebecca  Cohen, 
celebrated  her  birthday  this  week  . . . New 
inspector  at  United  Artists  is  Miss  T.  Clarke 
. . . Universal  Branch  Manager  Max  Cohen 
spent  Wednesday  visiting  the  Durkee  office  in 
Baltimore  . . . Mary  di  Giacomo,  Paramount, 
was  married  February  5 to  James  Donahue. 
They  spent  their  honeymoon  in  New  York 
. . . Ed  Fontaine’s  secretary,  Elizabeth  Was- 
key,  was  out  sick  for  several  days  . . . H.  R. 
Nicholas  jr„  Victory  Theatre,  Scottsville,  Va., 
sold  $18,000  in  bonds  during  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  drive  and  made  a record  March  of 
Dimes  collection. 

Sara  Young,  20th-Fox,  is  awaiting  word 
from  the  war  department  of  her  brother, 
Joseph  Shurdut,  who  was  interned  in  Santa 
Tomas  University  in  Manila  for  the  past 
three  years  . . . Sam  Goldberg,  Imperial  The- 
atre, Brunswick,  Md.,  was  a Filmrow  visitor 
. . . Wade  Pearson,  Thalhimer  circuit  dis- 
trict manager,  visited  the  Richmond  home 
office  . . . John  D.  Bruckner  has  succeeded 
C.  Graham  as  manager  of  Rome’s  Preston 
Theatre,  Baltimore  . . . The  mother  of  Barry 
Goldman,  Schanze  Theatre,  Baltimore,  is  re- 
covering from  an  operation  she  underwent  in 
Columbia  Hospital. 

New  members  of  Variety  Club  include 
Richard  Harkness,  Is  Beiser,  Carleton  Smith, 
George  Wheeler,  Fred  Shawn,  Max  Young- 
stein  and  Irving  Martin  . . . Branch  Manager 
C.  E.  Peppiatt  will  handle  the  open  house  at 
the  Variety  Club  February  12.  Stars  of  the 
“Ice-Capades”  will  be  present  to  greet  the 
members  and  their  friends. 

Metro  items:  Booker  Vic  Wallace  was  feted 
by  the  office  gang  at  a Saturday  afternoon 
cocktail  party  and  luncheon  in  the  Willard 
Hotel  prior  to  his  induction  into  the  army 
February  20  . . . Home  Office  Auditor  Charles 
Bell  is  making  a routine  call  on  the  local 
office  . . . Booker  Ida  Barezofsky  is  spending 
her  vacation  in  Chicago  . . . Jean  Harris  cele- 
brated her  birthday  February  6 and  was  given 
at  luncheon  party.  Present  was  her  home  of- 
fice coworker,  Henrietta  Klein. 

Shipper  Sam  Hellen  underwent  a nasal  op- 
eration and  will  return  to  the  shipping  room 
next  week  . . . Grace  Brannon,  inspector,  has 
returned  from  a vacation  in  the  south  . . . 
Dot  Small  is  recuperating  from  an  operation 
. . . Salesman  Frank  Scully’s  sisters  were  in 
Washington  en  route  to  Miami  from  Boston 
. . . District  Manager  Rudolph  Berger  has 
returned  from  a week  at  the  New  York  home 
office  . . . The  home  office  “Commando,”  Ann 
Berger,  who  has  been  helping  out  in  the  local 
office,  left  for  Atlanta  . . . Inspectress  Vir- 
ginia Borum  celebrated  her  birthday  Febru- 
ary 5. 

Janet  Blair  Gives  Plaque 
To  the  Earl  of  Halifax 

WASHINGTON— The  Earl  of  Halifax, 
British  Ambassador  to  the  U.S.,  received  a 
bronze  plaque  last  week  from  Janet  Blair, 
Columbia  star,  as  a tribute  to  the  British 
and  American  theatrical  people  who  car- 
ried on  their  work  throughout  the  London 
blitz. 

The  plaque  was  presented  on  behalf  of 
the  Variety  Clubs  of  America.  Miss  Blair 
was  introduced  to  the  Ambassador  by  Car- 
ter Barron,  first  assistant  national  chief 
barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs.  Others  who 
were  present  at  the  ceremony  included 
Frank  LaFalce,  John  J.  Payette  and  Sam 
Galanty,  Variety  members. 


To  Direct  "Nursery  in  the  Wild" 

Maj.  Del  Frazier,  honorably  discharged 
from  the  army,  will  direct  Warners’  “Nursery 
in  the  Wild,”  a two-reel  Technicolor  short, 
scripted  by  Roger  Q.  Denny.  Gordon  Hol- 
lingshead  will  produce. 


66 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


MEWS  AMP  VIEWS  OF  THEj  PRODUCTION  CENTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager > 


Annual  Academy  Award 
Contenders  at  Barrier 


Bureau  Film  Aims 
Turning  to  Postwar 

Seven  subjects  requested  by  the  army  and 
navy  and  other  governmental  agencies,  to  be 
produced  by  various  studios,  majors  and  in- 
dependents, are  being  prepared  by  the  Hol- 
lywood WAC  under  supervision  of  Chairman 
John  Cromwell  and  Tom  W.  Baily,  coordina- 
tor. 

The  films  are  being  made  ready  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Hollywood  Writers  Mobilization 
following  several  meetings  held  in  Hollywood 
and  New  York  between  the  WAC  chiefs,  El- 
mer Davis  of  the  OWI,  Ted  R.  Gamble,  na- 
tional war  finance  director,  and  Taylor  M. 
Mills,  chief  of  the  domestic  motion  picture 
bureau  of  the  OWI. 

With  Dr.  James  T.  Shotwell  serving  as  con- 
sultant, Edward  Eliscu  is  writing  “Adventure 
in  Prosperity,”  detailing  the  dependence  of 
all  countries  on  one  another’s  goods  and 
manpower. 

Allen  Rivkin  is  scripting  a subject  on  post- 
war jobs,  based  upon  President  Roosevelt’s 
promise  of  60,000,000  jobs  and  outlining  the 
efforts  of  management,  agriculture,  labor  and 
the  government  to  attain  this  goal. 

“What  Every  Veteran  Should  Know”  ex- 
plains the  GI  Bill  of  Rights  and  other  legis- 
lation affecting  the  demobilized  veteran.  The 
script  was  written  by  Tom  Baily. 

Produced  in  Technicolor,  Walt  Disney  is 
completing  “Something  You  Didn't  Eat,”  a 
film  on  nutrition. 

David  O.  Selznick’s  contribution  to  the  pro- 
gram will  be  “When  He  Comes  Home,”  to 
advise  the  public  how  to  treat  the  returning 
soldier.  Dore  Schary  will  produce. 

“Facts  About  Lend-Lease”  is  to  be  made 
for  release  on  the  anniversary  of  the  lend- 
lease  program. 

Oscar  Saul  is  preparing  the  scenario  for 
“Skyways  of  Tomorrow,”  showing  how  the 
air  transport  command  is  opening  pathways 
for  future  commercial  and  private  aviation. 

Smiley  Signs  Three- Year 
Contract  With  Columbia 

Smiley  Burnette,  western  character  star, 
has  signed  a contract  with  Columbia  calling 
for  him  to  appear  in  eight  pictures  a year  for 
three  years,  in  all  of  which  he  will  be  co- 
starred  with  Charles  Starrett. 

Burnette  will  drop  the  name,  “Frog,”  by 
which  he  has  been  known  in  recent  films,  to 
be  established  as  a character  named  “Smiley,” 
and  will  continue  to  use  his  horse,  Black-Eyed 
Nellie. 


Releases  Fred  Kohlmar 

Paramount  has  released  Producer  Fred 
Kohlmar  from  his  contract.  By  mutual  agree- 
ment, he  will  leave  the  studio  four  weeks 
after  completion  of  “The  Well-Groomed 
Bride,”  currently  in  production.  Kohlmar 
has  been  associated  with  Paramount  since 
1940. 


HOLLYWOOD  — The  chips  are  down  in 
Hollywood’s  favorite  game — the  17th  annual 
awards  event  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Arts  and  Sciences.  Academy  President 
Walter  Wanger  has  announced  the  nomina- 
tions for  contenders  in  the  yearly  Oscar 
sweepstakes. 

Five  films,  five  leading  actor  and  actress 
performances,  five  supporting  actor  and  act- 
ress performances,  five  directorial,  15  writing 
and  46  music  achievements  are  among  the 
nominations  from  which  will  be  chosen  the 
winners. 

Approximately  9,000  workers  in  the  film  in- 
dustry will  participate  in  the  final  voting. 
Ballots  for  the  final  voting  will  be  mailed 
February  19. 

Fitzgerald  in  Novel  Role 

An  interesting  angle  of  the  nominations  is 
the  fact  that  Barry  Fitzgerald  was  nominated 
for  both  “the  best  performance  by  an  actor” 
and  for  “the  best  performance  by  a support- 
ing actor”  in  Paramount’s  “Going  My  Way.” 
This  is  the  first  time  that  a player  has  been 
so  selected.  Another  sidelight  is  that  Jennifer 
Jones,  who  won  the  best  actress  award  last 
year  for  her  work  in  “The  Song  of  Berna- 
dette,” is  nominated  this  year  for  a support- 
ing role  in  “Since  You  Went  Away.” 

For  the  best  motion  picture  of  the  year: 
“Double  Indemnity,”  Paramount;  “Gaslight,” 
Metro;  “Going  My  Way,”  Paramount;  “Since 
You  Went  Away,”  Selznick  International,  UA; 
“Wilson,”  20th  Century-Fox. 

Following  are  the  nominations: 

For  the  best  performance  by  an  actor: 
Charles  Boyer  in  “Gaslight,”  Metro;  Bing 
Crosby  in  “Going  My  Way,”  Paramount; 
Barry  Fitzgerald  in  “Going  My  Way,”  Para- 
mount; Cary  Grant  in  “None  But  the  Lonely 
Heart,”  RKO  Radio;  Alexander  Knox  in  “Wil- 
son,” 20th  Century-Fox. 

For  the  best  performance  by  an  actress: 
Ingrid  Bergman  in  “Gaslight,”  Metro;  Claud- 
ette Colbert  in  “Since  You  Went  Away,”  Selz- 
nick International,  UA;  Bette  Davis  in  “Mr. 
Skeffington,”  Warner  Bros.;  Greer  Garson  in 
“Mrs.  Parkington,”  Metro;  Barbara  Stanwyck 
in  “Double  Indemnity,”  Paramount. 

For  the  best  performance  by  an  actor  in  a 
supporting  role:  Hume  Cronyn  in  “The  Sev- 
enth Cross,”  Metro;  Barry  Fitzgerald  in  “Go- 
ing My  Way,”  Paramount;  Claude  Rains  in 
“Mr.  Skeffington,”  Warner  Bros.;  Clifton 
Webb  in  “Laura,”  20th  Century-Fox;  Monty 
Woolley  in  “Since  You  Went  Away,”  Selznick 
International,  UA. 

For  the  best  performance  by  an  actress  in  a 
supporting  role:  Ethel  Barrymore  in  “None 
But  the  Lonely  Heart,”  RKO  Radio;  Jennifer 
Jones  in  “Since  You  Went  Away,”  Selznick 
International,  UA;  Angela  Lansbury  in  “Gas- 
light,” Metro;  Aline  MacMahon  in  “Dragon 


Seed,”  Metro;  Agnes  Moorehead  in  “Mrs. 
Parkington,”  Metro. 

For  the  best  achievement  in  directing: 
“Double  Indemnity,”  Paramount,  Billy  Wild- 
er; “Going  My  Way,”  Paramount,  Leo  Mc- 
Carey;  “Laura,”  20th  Century-Fox,  Otto 
Preminger;  “Lifeboat,”  20th  Century-Fox,  Al- 
fred Hitchcock;  “Wilson,”  20th  Century-Fox, 
Henry  King. 

For  the  best  written  screenplay,  regardless 
of  whether  developed  from  published  material 
or  an  original  by  some  other  writer  or  writ- 
ers: “Double  Indemnity,”  Paramount,  by 
Billy  Wilder  and  Raymond  Chandler;  “Gas- 
light,” Metro,  by  John  Van  Druten,  Walter 
Reisch  and  John  L.  Balderston;  “Going  My 
Way,”  Paramount,  by  Frank  Butler  and 
Frank  Cavett;  “Laura,”  20th  Century-Fox,  by 
Jay  Dratler,  Samuel  Hoffenstein  and  Betty 
Reinhardt;  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  Metro,  by 
Irving  Brecher  and  Fred  F.  Finklehoffe. 

For  the  best  original  screenplay,  the  writer 
or  writers  of  the  screenplay  must  also  have 
been  the  sole  author  or  authors  of  the  orig- 
inal: “Hail  the  Conquering  Hero,”  Para- 
mount, by  Preston  Sturges;  “The  Miracle  of 
Morgan’s  Creek,”  Paramount,  by  Preston 
Sturges;  “Two  Girls  and  a Sailor,”  Metro,  by 
Richard  Connell  and  Gladys  Lehman;  “Wil- 
son,” 20th  Century-Fox,  by  Lamar  Trotti; 
“Whig  and  a Prayer,”  20th  Century-Fox,  by 
Jerome  Cady. 

For  the  best  original  motion  picture  story: 
“Going  My  Way,”  Paramount,  by  Leo  Mc- 
Carey;  “A  Guy  Named  Joe,”  Metro,  by  Chan- 
dler Sprague  and  David  Boehm;  “Lifeboat,” 
20th  Century-Fox,  by  John  Steinbeck;  “None 
Shall  Escape,”  Columbia,  by  Alfred  Neumann 
and  Joseph  Than;  “The  Sullivans,”  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, by  Edward  Doherty  and  Jules 
Schermer. 

Best  in  Music 

Best  achievements  in  music: 

Best  scoring  of  a musical  picture:  ''Brazil/'  Re- 
public, by  Walter  Scharf;  "Cover  Girl,"  Columbia, 
by  Morris  Stoloff  and  Carmen  Dragon;  "Higher  and 
Higher,"  RKO  Radio,  by  C.  Bakaleinkoff;  "Holly- 
wood Canteen,"  Warner  Bros.,  by  Ray  Heindorf; 
"Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling,"  20th  Century-Fox,  by 
Alfred  Newman;  "Knickerbocker  Holiday,"  PCA, 
UA,  by  Jacques  Samossoud  and  Werner  R.  . Hey- 
mann;  "Lady  in  the  Dark,"  Paramount,  by  Rob- 
ert Emmett  Dolan;  "Lady,  Let's  Dance,"  Scott  R. 
Dunlap,  Monogram,  by  Edward  Kay;  "Meet  Me 
in  St.  Louis,"  Metro,  by  Lennie  Hayton;  "The  Merry 
Monahans,"  Universal,  by  H.  J.  Salter;  "Minstrel 
Man,"  PRC,  by  Ferde  Grofe  and  Leo  Erdody;  "Sen- 
sations of  1945,"  Stone,  UA,  by  Edwin  Lester;  "Song 
of  the  Open  Road,"  Charles  Rogers,  UA,  by  Charles 
Previn;  "Up  in  Arms,"  Avalon  Productions,  RKO 
Radio,  by  Ray  Heindorf  and  Louis  Forbes. 

Best  music  score  of  a dramatic  or  comedy  picture: 
"Address  Unknown,"  Columbia,  by  Morris  Stoloft 
and  Ernst  Toch;  "The  Adventures  of  Mark  Twain," 
Warner  Bros.,  by  Max  Steiner;  "The  Bridge  of  San 
Luis  Rey,"  Bogeaus,  UA,  by  Dimitri  Tiomkin;  "Casa- 
nova Brown,"  International  Pictures,  RKO  Radio,  by 
Arthur  Lange;  "Christmas  Holiday,"  Universal,  by 
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H.  J.  Salter;  "Double  Indemnity,"  Paramount,  by 
Miklos  Rozsa;  "The  Fighting  SeaBees,"  Republic,  by 
Walter  Scharf;  "The  Hairy  Ape,"  Jules  Levey,  UA, 
by  Edward  Paul  and  Michel  Michelet;  "It  Happened 
Tomorrow,"  Arnold,  UA,  by  Robert  Stolz;  "Jack  Lon- 
don," Bronston,  UA,  by  Frederic  E.  Rich;  "Kismet," 
Metro,  by  Herbert  STtothart;  "None  But  the  Lonely 
Heart,"  RKO  Radio,  by  Hanns  Eisler  and  C.  Baka- 
Ieinikoff;  "The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,"  Regent  Pic- 
tures, RKO  Radio,  by  David  Rose;  "Since  You  Went 
Away,"  Selznick  International,  UA,  by  Max  Steiner; 
"Summer  Storm,"  Angelus,  UA,  by  Karl  Hajos; 
"Three  Russian  Girls,"  R&F  Productions,  UA,  by 
Franke  Harling;  "Up  in  Mabel's  Room,"  Small,  UA, 
by  Edward  Paul;  "Voice  in  the  Wind,"  Ripley- 
Monter,  UA,  by  Michel  Michelet;  "Wilson,"  20th 
Century-Fox,  by  Alfred  Newman;  "Woman  of  the 
Town,"  Sherman,  UA,  by  Miklos  Rozsa. 

Best  original  song;  "I  Couldn't  Sleep  a Wink  Last 
Night,"  from  "Higher  and  Higher,"  RKO  Radio,  mu- 
sic by  James  McHugh,  lyrics  by  Harold  Adamson; 
"I'll  Walk  Alone"  from  "Follow  the  Boys,"  Feldman, 
Universal,  music  by  Jule  Styne,  lyrics  by  Sammy 
Cahn;  "I'm  Making  Believe"  from  "Sweet  and  Low- 
down,"  20th  Century-Fox,  music  by  James  Monaco, 
lyrics  by  Mack  Gordon;  "Long  Ago  and  Far  Away" 
from  "Cover  Girl,"  Columbia,  music  by  Jerome  Kern, 
lyrics  by  Ira  Gershwin;  "Now  I Know"  from  "Up  in 
Arms,"  Avalon  Productions,  RKO  Radio,  music  by 
Harold  Arlen,  lyrics  by  Ted  Koehler;  "Remember 
Me  to  Carolina"  from  "Minstrel  Man,"  PRC,  music 
by  Harry  Revel,  lyrics  by  Paul  Webster;  "Rio  De 
Janeiro"  from  "Brazil,"  Republic,  music  by  Ary  Bar- 
roso,  lyrics  by  Ned  Washington;  "Silver  Shadows 
and  Golden  Dreams"  from  "Lady,  Let's  Dance," 
Scott  R.  Dunlap,  Monogram,  music  by  Lew  Pollack, 
lyrics  by  Charles  Newman;  "Sweet  Dreams  Sweet- 
heart" from  "Hollywood  Canteen,"  Warner  Bros., 
music  by  M.  K.  Jerome,  lyrics  by  Ted  Kiehler; 
"Swinging  on  a Star,"  from  "Going  My  Way,' 
Paramount,  music  by  James  Van  Heusen,  lyrics  by 
Johnny  Burke;  "Too  Much  in  Love"  from  "Song  of 
the  Open  Road,"  Charles  Rogers,  UA,  music  by 
Walter  Kent,  lyrics  by  Kim  Gannon;  "The  Trolley 
Song"  from  "Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,"  Metro,  music 
and  lyrics  by  Ralph  Blane  and  Hugh  Martin. 

Best  achievements  in  art  direction,  black-and- 
white  films:  "Address  Unknown,"  Columbia;  "The 
Adventures  of  Mark  Twain,"  Warner  Bros.;  "Casa- 
nova Brown,"  International  Pictures,  RKO  Radio; 
"Gaslight,"  Metro;  "Laura,"  20th  Century-Fox;  "No 
Time  for  Love,"  Paramount;  "Since  You  Went  Away," 
Selznick  International,  UA;  "Song  of  the  Open  Road," 
Charles  Rogers,  UA;  "Step  Lively,"  RKO  Radio. 

Best  achievements  in  art  direction,  color  films; 
"The  Climax,"  Universal;  "Cover  Girl,"  Colum- 
bia; "The  Desert  Song,"  Warner  Bros.;  "Kismet," 
Metro;  "Lady  in  the  Dark,"  Paramount;  "The  Prin- 
cess and  the  Pirate,"  Regent  Pictures,  RKO  Radio; 
"Wilson,"  20th  Century-Fox. 

Best  achievements  in  sound  recording:  "Brazil," 
Republic;  "Casanova  Brown,"  International  Pic- 
tures, Goldwyn  Sound;  "Cover  Girl,"  Columbia; 
"Double  Indemnity,"  Paramount;  "His  Butler's  Sis- 
ter," Universal;  "Hollywood  Canteen,"  Warner 
Bros.;  "It  Happened  Tomorrow,"  Arnold,  UA  Sound 
Service;  "Kismet,"  Metro;  "Music  in  Manhattan," 
RKO  Radio;  "Voice  in  the  Wind,"  Ripley-Monter,  UA, 
RCA  Sound;  "Wilson,"  20th  Century-Fox 

Best  achievements  in  special  effects:  "The  Adven- 
tures of  Mark  Twain,"  Warner  Bros.;  "Days  of 
Glory,"  RKO  Radio;  "Secret  Command,"  Colum- 
bia; "Since  You  Went  Away,"  Selznick  Interna- 
tional, UA;  "The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,"  Paramount; 
"Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,"  Metro;  "Wilson,"  20th 
Centry-Fox. 

Shorts: 

One-reel:  "Blue  Grass  Gentlemen,"  20th  Century- 
Fox,  Edmund  Reek,  producer;  "50th  Anniversary  of 
Motion  Pictures,"  Columbia,  Ralph  Staub,  producer; 
"Jammin'  the  Blues,"  Warner  Bros.,  Gordon  Hollings- 
head,  producer;  "Movie  Pests,"  Pete  Smith  Specialty, 
Metro;  "Who's  Who  in  Animal  Land,"  Paramount, 
Jerry  Fairbanks,  producer; 

Two-reel:  "Bombalera,"  Paramount,  Lou  Harris, 
producer;  "I  Won't  Play,"  Warner  Bros.,  Gordon 
Hollingshead,  producer;  "Main  Street  Today,"  Metro, 
Jerry  Bresler,  producer,  Herb  Moulton,  associate  pro- 
ducer. 

Cartoons:  "And  to  Think  I Saw  It  on  Mulberry 
Street,"  Paramount,  George  Pal  Puppetoon;  "The 
Dog,  Cat  and  Canary,"  Screen  Gems,  Columbia; 

Fish  Fry,"  Universal;  Walter  Lantz,  producer;  "How 
to  Play  Football,"  Walt  Disney,  RKO  Radio,  Walt 
Disney,  producer;  "Mouse  Trouble,"  Metro,  Fred- 
erick Quimby,  producer;  "My  Boy,  Johnny,"  20th 
Century-Fox,  Paul  Terry,  producer;  "Swooner 
Crooner,"  Warner  Bros. 


Near  East  PRC  Chief  Here 

Victor  Samaan,  general  representative  of 
PRC  for  the  Near  East,  arrived  for  confer- 
ences with  Leon  Fromkess,  president,  and 
Roberto  Socas,  foreign  sales  manager  who  is 
visiting  the  studio.  Samaan  distributes  PRC 
product  in  Iraq,  Iran,  Syria,  Palestine,  Egypt 
and  Turkey. 
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Stars  Set  to  Shoriwave 
Greetings  to  Manila 

A request  that  America’s  greetings  to 
Manila  be  expressed  by  Hollywood  film 
stars  was  received  by  the  Hollywood 
Victory  Committee  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  a series  of  record- 
ings to  be  shortwaved  to  the  Philip- 
pines. The  request,  from  the  OWI  over- 
seas division,  asked  for  special  two-min- 
ute  transcriptions  by  outstanding  stars 
who  have  been  favorites  in  Manila, 
where  even  during  the  Jap  occupation 
American  films  have  been  shown  as  bait 
to  get  the  Filipinos  into  theatres  so  that 
they  could  be  exposed  to  Jap  propaganda 
films. 

Scheduled  for  the  series  are  Lionel  Bar- 
rymore, Charles  Boyer,  Eddie  Cantor, 
Claudette  Colbert,  Ronald  Colman,  Bing 
Crosby,  Nelson  Eddy,  Mary  Pickford  and 
Loretta  Young. 


HVC  Activity  Ebbs  as  Many 
Stars  Are  Away  at  Ball 

While  the  group  of  stellar  personalities 
which  appeared  at  the  President’s  birthday 
ball,  and  other  events  in  behalf  of  the  an- 
nual March  of  Dimes  drive  were  in  the  east, 
other  assignments  for  Hollywood’s  soldiers  in 
grease  paint  dropped  to  a new  low. 

Set  by  the  Hollywood  Victory  Committee 
for  a tour  of  the  GI  hospital  circuit,  Cary 
Grant  trained  out  for  two  weeks  of  visits  at 
military  installations  in  Florida.  On  his 
USO-Camp  Shows  route  were  Finney  Gen- 
eral Hospital  at  Tallahassee,  Drew  Field  at 
Tampa,  St.  Petersburg  convalescent  hospital, 
Orlando  regional  hospital,  Welch  convalescent 
center  at  Daytona,  and  the  Camp  Blanding 
and  naval  hospital  at  Jacksonville.  En  route 
home  he  will  visit  the  naval  hospital  at  New 
Orleans,  returning  to  Los  Angeles  February 
18. 

Also  scheduled  for  a Camp  Shows  hospital 
route  were  Wally  Brown  and  Alan  Carney, 
with  Singer  Marian  Bell,  leaving  February 
13  for  a west  coast  tour,  and  Akim  Tamiroff 
and  Leonid  Kinskey,  set  to  take  off  February 
12  for  two  weeks. 

Bing  Crosby,  Jack  Carson,  Gloria  De  Haven, 
Carmen  Miranda,  Edward  Arnold,  Gene 
Krupa  and  Mel  Blanc  recorded  a Command 
Performance  for  overseas  distribution  by 
Armed  Forces  Radio  Service. 

WAC  Short  on  Postwar 
Economy  Is  Finished 

“The  Story  With  Two  Endings,”  a new 
WAC  short,  has  been  completed  at  20th-Fox 
and  the  negative  sent  to  New  York  for  re- 
lease printing.  The  film  was  made  at  the 
request  of  the  OWI,  OES  and  OPA.  It  was 
scripted  by  Harold  Buchman  and  Louis  Solo- 
mon of  the  Hollywood  Writers  Mobilization 
and  directed  by  Lee  Strasberg.  It  stresses 
the  need  for  a stabilized  economy  to  avoid 
the  pitfalls  of  the  postwar  era  of  World 
War  I. 

Norman  Moray  in  March  1 
For  WB  Conferences 

Norman  Moray,  Warner  short  subject  sales 
manager,  is  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Hollywood 
March  1 for  conferences  with  Jack  L.  Warner, 
executive  producer,  and  Gordon  Hollingshead, 
short  subjects  producer.  Program  for  the 
company’s  1945-46  briefies  will  be  lined  up 
during  the  huddles. 


Ira  Uhr  loins  Republic 

Ira  Uhr  has  joined  Republic  as  casting  di- 
rector, replacing  Harry  Engel  who  resigned 
several  weeks  ago. 


One-Day  Strike  May 
Prod  NLRB  Action 

Rained  on  by  Ol’  Man  Weather  and  ap- 
parently frowned  upon  by  organized  Holly- 
wood labor  was  the  short-lived  strike  and  es- 
tablishment of  picket  lines  at  the  major 
studios  by  the  Screen  Players  Union. 

The  SPU  gesture  lasted  for  exactly  one 
day.  Just  what  good  it  accomplished  is 
problematical.  It  may  serve  to  hurry  action 
by  National  Labor  Relations  Board  which  has 
been  asked  by  both  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
and  the  producers  to  clarify  the  jurisdic- 
tional dispute  which  has  been  raging  between 
the  two  actors  unions  since  Hollywood  ex- 
tras voted  in  a NLRB  election  that  the  SPU 
was  to  function  as  their  sole  bargaining  agent. 

SAG  Considers  It  a Victory 

That  the  SAG  considered  the  outcome  of 
the  walkout  a victory  for  itself  was  made 
obvious  by  the  following  statement  issued  to 
the  press: 

We  are  gratified  that  the  only  tangible  result  of 
SPU's  abortive  picket  action  was  to  clarify  labor's 
position  in  support  of  SAG. 

The  Conference  of  Studio  Unions,  after  hearing 
representatives  of  both  SPU  and  SAG,  resolved  to 
ignore  any  picket  lines  which  might  be  active  after 
Friday. 

In  addition,  the  secretary  of  the  California  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  sent  the  following  telegram  to  various 
film  industry  labor  unions: 

“Strongly  urge  that  you  keep  faith  with  labor's 
no-strike  pledge.  Other  action  at  this  time  imperils 
labor's  fight  against  antilabor  draft  bill.  Obligatory 
for  AFL  unions  to  support  AFL  affiliate  Screen  Actors 
Guild,  and  we  urge  resistance  to  provocative  ac- 
tion of  independent  union." 

No  other  change  has  occurred  in  the  situation.  At 
our  request,  the  producers  have  reiterated  their 
intention  of  giving  full  recognition  to  their  contract 
with  the  SAG.  The  matter  of  the  jurisdictional  dis- 
pute caused  by  SPU's  claim  to  acting  work  is  still 
before  the  NLRB  for  their  reconsideration. 

At  the  same. time,  SAG  sent  the  following 
reassuring  letter  to  its  members: 

The  latest  development  in  the  present  controversy 
with  SPU  over  jurisdiction  as  to  acting  work  is  the 
filing  by  us  with  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board 
in  Washington  of  a petition  for  clarification  and 
modification  of  the  NLRB  decision.  We  have  re- 
quested further  hearing  and  oral  argument  in 
Washington  on  the  issue  involved. 

In  the  meanwhile  our  contract  with  the  producers 
requires  the  employment  only  of  guild  members  for 
acting  work  of  any  kind.  If  any  violation  of  this 
requirement  occurs  on  any  set  on  which  you  are 
working  we  request  that  you  immediately  report  it 
to  the  guild  office.  The  guild  will  take  prompt 
action  in  any  such  case  to  enforce  its  contract. 

Very  little,  if  any,  effect  on  production  was 
felt  as  a result  of  SPU’s  strike  and  picketing 
which  was  ordered  when  the  producers  re- 
fused the  union’s  request  for  an  interim 
agreement  to  be  effective  until  such  time  as 
NLRB  clarifies  the  jurisdictional  situation. 

Producers’  Letter  to  SPU 

The  following  letter  was  sent  to  SPU  by 
Fred  Pelton,  chairman  of  the  major  studios’ 
negotiating  committee: 

Pursuant  to  your  request  we  presented  to  Screen 
Actors  Guild,  Inc.,  the  suggestion  for  an  agreement 
to  maintain  the  status  quo  in  acting  work.  The 
guild  has  rejected  the  suggestion  and  has  reassured 
its  claim  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  acting 
work. 

We  have  considered  your  proposed  draft  of  an 
interim  agreement.  The  proposed  agreement  does 
not  relate  to  wages  or  hours,  but  contemplates  a 
closed  shop  and  a closed  union,  and  assumes  that 
the  unit  as  established  by  the  board  is  a proper 
one.  We  cannot  subscribe  to  this  assumption,-  we 
cannot  join  in  the  proposed  agreement.  As  ex- 
plained to  you  in  our  conference  of  January  22,  we 
believe  that  the  unit  as  designated  by  the  board 
is  improper,  for,  among  other  things,  it  has  created 
a conflict  of  jurisdiction  in  acting  work,  all  as  more 
particularly  indicated  in  the  petition  for  reconsidera- 
tion which  we  have  heretofore  filed  with  the  Na- 
tional Labor  Relations  Board.  It  is  our  opinion  that 
the  jurisdictional  dispute  between  your  organization 
and  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  should  be  settled  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  Your  cooperation  toward 
this  end  will  be  beneficial  to  all  concerned. 

The  people  represented  by  you  all  perform  extra 
work.  Pending  a settlement  of  the  jurisdictional 
dispute  on  acting  work,  we  are  willing  to  negotiate 
with  you  on  wages,  hours,  and  working  conditions 
which  relate  to  the  various  classifications  of  extra 
work.  May  we  suggest  that  you  prepare  your  pro- 
posals in  writing  and  forward  them  to  us  for  our 
consideration.  After  examining  your  proposals  we 
will  then  arrange  a meeting  at  a time  and  place 
which  will  be  mutually  satisfactory. 
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Walter  Wanger  Heads 
Red  Cross  Campaign 

Walter  F.  Wanger,  producer  and  president 
of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences,  will  serve  as  chairman  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry’s  annual  Red  Cross 
drive,  it  was  announced  by  Jane  Murfin,  pres- 
ident, and  Edward  Arnold,  executive  vice- 
president  of  the  permanent  charities  com- 
mittee. 

To  launch  the  campaign,  Wanger  called  a 
meeting  of  all  studio  colonels.  Following  this 
he  planned  to  hold  individual  meetings  with 
all  other  active  groups  in  the  drive,  including 
studio  heads,  artists’  managers,  labor’s  ex- 
ecutive committee,  business  managers,  and 
representatives  of  the  talent  guilds  and  allied 
industries.  These  conferences  will  be  climaxed 
by  a joint  meeting  of  all  groups  immediately 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  actual  solicitation 
late  in  February,  coinciding  with  the  national 
Red  Cross  campaign  which  will  extend 
throughout  the  month  of  March. 

“I  have  accepted  gladly  and  with  confi- 
dence the  responsibility  of  heading  this 
drive,”  Wanger  said.  “Our  cause  is  already 
close  to  the  hearts  of  all  Americans,  who 
know  of  the  numerous  great  services  of  the 
Red  Cross  and  their  increased  needs  as  we 
approach  full  victory. 

“With  a splendid  basic  organization  al- 
ready set  up  by  the  permanent  charities  com- 
mittee, I believe  that  this  can  be  the  shortest 
major  campaign  ever  conducted  within  the 
industry — perhaps  reducing  the  usual  six- 
week  solicitation  to  one  month.  The  recent 
infantile  paralysis  collection  and  the  pre- 
ceding war  chest  drive  demonstrated  that  in- 
tensive and  early  solicitation,  especially  in 
the  upper  brackets,  is  the  key  to  quick  suc- 
cess. The  loyal  and  generous  support  of  the 
Red  Cross  by  all  individuals  and  groups  in 
Hollywood  is  to  be  assumed.” 

The  Red  Cross  campaign  of  1944,  headed 
by  labor,  with  Frank  Carothers  as  chairman, 
obtained  the  largest  number  of  subscriptions 
for  any  drive  up  to  that  time — 22,810  for  a 
total  of  $657,379.  That  also  was  the  largest 
amount,  by  $129,000,  ever  raised  in  the  indus- 
try for  Red  Cross. 

Shurlock  Data  on  Americas 
Available  to  Producers 

Made  available  to  all  producers  is  a 
lengthy  report  by  Goeffrey  Shurlock  to  the 
Motion  Picture  Society  for  the  Americas  cov- 
ering his  recent  trip  to  various  Latin  Ameri- 
can countries. 

His  trip  was  sponsored  by  the  society  in 
cooperation  with  the  Motion  Picture  Produc- 
ers and  Distributors  Ass’n.  The  management 
of  the  society  has  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  information  contained  in  Shurlock’s  re- 
port should  prove  of  great  value  to  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  and  in  particular  to 
film  makers. 

Shurlock  has  agreed  to  meet  with  groups 
or  individuals  interested  in  learning  about  his 
trip  in  greater  detail.  Arrangements  for  such 
meetings  can  be  made  by  contacting  the  for- 
eign department  managers  of  the  studios,  the 
society’s  offices,  or  Shurlock  at  the  local 
Hays  office. 


No  "Dragonwyck"  Color 

Twentieth-Fox’s  “Dragonwyck,”  previously 
announced  as  a color  production,  will  be 
filmed  in  black  and  white,  due  to  the  studio’s 
inability  to  arrange  for  color  cameras  in  time 
to  meet  the  February  12  starting  date. 


Aid  Australian  Drive 

The  Hollywood  Victory  Committee  has  ap- 
proved a series  of  16  transcriptions  to  be 
shipped  to  Australia  for  use  in  a war  loan 
drive  during  March. 


PROMINENTLY  displayed  in  railroad 
stations  around  the  nation  are  blazing 
neon  signs  which  ask  the  following 
pertinacious  wartime  question: 

“Is  This  Trip  Essential?” 

In  view  of  such  interrogation,  noteworthy 
are  the  “travel  items”  which  in  ever-increas- 
ing numbers  are  creeping  into  the  publicity 
releases  from  various  praise  departments. 
Three,  all  received  in  one  week,  will  illus- 
trate. From  Don  King  came  a pair,  as  fol- 
lows: 

“David  O.  Selznick  will  send  more  than 
150  Hollywood  cowboys  into  Arizona,  heart  of 
the  cattle  country,  when  filming  starts  on 
‘Duel  in  the  Sun’  . . . Reason  for  apparent 
dispatch  of  coals  to  Newcastle  is  not  because 
Vine  Street  cowpokes  are  necessarily  superior 
to  working  wranglers  but  because  Hollywood- 
ites  are  show  riders  . . .” 

And  . . . 

“Crew  of  15  painters  trains  out  today  for 
Tucson,  location  of  David  O.  Selznick’s  ‘Duel 
in  the  Sun,’  to  put  finishing  touches  on  12- 
room  ranch  house  erected  on  the  plains  40 
miles  east  of  the  Arizona  city  . . .” 

Perry  Lieber,  RKO  Radio’s  blurb  chief  con- 
tributed the  third: 

“Twenty  members  of  the  cast  and  crew  of 
RKO  Radio’s  ‘The  Falcon  in  San  Francisco’ 
left  Hollywood  for  San  Francisco  tonight  for 
a week’s  shooting  on  the  film.” 

This  department  fully  realizes  that  its 
province  does  not  include  passing  on  the  es- 
sentiality of  location  junkets. 

It  appears  rather  apparent,  nonetheless, 
that  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  broadcasting 
them — be  they  necessary  or  not.  Certainly 
no  additional  tickets  will  be  sold  through 
such  ballyhoo,  while  Hollywood’s  tattered 
public  relations  easily  could  suffer  further 
thereby — and  for  obvious  reasons. 


And  it  was  the  same  Perry  (the  Mallet) 
Lieber  who  was  first  to  rupture  the  new  sys- 
tem of  advance  registration,  recently  inaugu- 
rated and  loudly-touted  by  the  Public  In- 
formation Committee  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry — western  division;  thereby  stepping 
on  the  toes  of  his  pal,  Arch  (the  Pigeon) 
Reeve,  secretary  of  that  mouth-filling  or- 
ganization. 

The  new  system,  it  will  be  recalled,  pro- 
vided for  advance  registration  at  Reeve’s  of- 
fice of  previews,  premieres,  press  parties, 
special  luncheons  and  all  other  industry 
events.  Virtually  all  conflicts  in  dates  were 
to  be  eliminated,  it  was  promised. 

So,  Lieber  at  the  last  minute  established  a 
preview  for  RKO  Radio’s  “What  a Blonde” 
on  the  same  night  as  that  of  Universal’s 
“Here  Come  the  Co-Eds,”  announced  several 
days  previously. 

The  ironical  touch:  Lieber  is  chairman  of 
PIC’s  preview  committee,  while  Universal’s 
John  Joseph  currently  is  chairman  of  PIC 
itself. 

Thus  ends  a beautiful  friendship. 


In  one  of  his  initial  releases  to  the  trade 
press,  Lynn  Farnol,  new  publicity  head  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  informed: 

“That’s  a great  idea,”  Goldwyn  said  to 
himself.  “It  could  be  developed  into  a great 
screen  story.” 

Besides  being  “great,”  it’s  the  first  time 


that  a publicity  man  ever  has  had  Goldwyn 
talking  to  himself.  The  reverse  is  usually 
true.  Ask  George  Glass,  Bill  Hebert,  et  al. 


This  guy  Monte  Cristo  is  carrying  nepotism 
too  far,  even  for  Hollywood.  United  Artists 
Producer  Edward  Small  has  just  announced 
that  he  will  star  Louis  Hayward  in  “The 
Ghost  of  Monte  Cristo”  and  International 
Pictures  has  on  the  fire  a Sonja  Henie  opus 
titled  “The  Countess  of  Monte  Cristo.” 

“The  Mother-in-Law  of  Monte  Cristo”  is 
still  available. 


For  several  months  the  screen  has  been 
refreshingly  and  surprisingly  free  of  prison 
pictures.  But  it  was  too  good  to  last.  Simul- 
taneously PRC  and  Republic  announced 
plans  for  making,  respectively,  “Girls  of  the 
Big  House”  and  “Valley  of  Lonesome  Women.” 

Both  are  about  girls  in  stir. 


Columbia’s  chief  campanologist,  Whitney 
Bolton,  contributes  the  following  heroic  note 
to  Holly wood-at- War’s  casualty  list: 

“Falling  against  a table  while  playing  a 
scene  in  Columbia’s  ‘Over  21,’  Loren  Tindall 
suffered  a sprained  wrist.  He  was  able  to 
resume  his  work  before  the  camera  after 
first-aid  treatment  at  the  studio  hospital.” 


As  this  is  written,  latest  news  bulletins  tell 
the  stirring  story  of  the  rescue  by  Rangers  of 
General  MacArthur’s  forces  of  approximately 
500  Allied  prisoners  of  war  from  the  Jap 
prison  camp  at  Cabanatuan. 

When  one  considers  the  boundless  drama 
and  high  adventure  which  flows  from  every 
line  of  the  yarn,  irresistible  is  the  temptation 
to  conjecture  on  how  soon  and  how  many 
Hollywood  producers  will  rush  into  print  with 
announcements  that  feature  pictures  are  to- 
be  made  based  upon  the  incident. 

If  past  performances  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration, PRC  should  be  in  the  vanguard 
of  the  rush  to  register  such  intentions:  Inde- 
pendent Producer  Max  King  is  not  to  be  over- 
looked as  a probable  entry;  and,  on  a larger 
scale,  the  Freres  Warner. 

It’s  a cinch  that  “Rescued  by  Rangers”  will 
find  an  early  place  on  future  production 
agenda. 


It  doesn’t  stay  long  in  one  place — the 
championship  for  ridiculous  title  changes. 
RKO  Radio  apparently  had  the  belt  perma- 
nently secured  when  that  company  altered 
the  tag  of  its  “Farewell  My  Lovely”  to  “Mur- 
der, My  Sweet,”  after  the  picture  had  been 
very  favorably  and  widely  reviewed  under  the 
original  title.  The  classic  ribbing  to  which 
that  change  in  titles  was  subjected  by  the 
press  needs  no  retelling. 

Now  comes  Monogram  and  tops  RKO’s  per- 
formance by  a sizable  margin.  In  this  case, 
the  company’s  liberally-budgeted,  excellently- 
cast  and  impressively-produced  “They  Shall 
Have  Faith”  was  subjected  to  a title  change 
after  it  had  been  reviewed,  advertised  to  the 
trade  and  had  enjoyed  a successful  holdover 
engagement  at  three  Los  Angeles  first  run 
theatres. 

New  title:  “Forever  Yours”  in  which,  it  is 
hoped,  Monogram  executives  shall  have  suf- 
ficient faith  to  let  it  stand, 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Blurbers 

United  Artists 

GEORGE  GLASS  & ASSOCIATES,  free-lance  pub- 
licity  firm,  has  been  engaged  by  William  Cagney 
for  special  consultation  in  connection  with  cam- 
paign for  Cagney's  “Blood  on  the  Sun,"  soon  to  be 
released. 

Briefies 


ing  for  the  screen.  Yarn  is  a comedy  involving 
numerous  private  detectives. 

GENE  LEWIS,  associate  producer,  will  handle 
“Flame  of  the  Klondike." 

Warners 

ARNOLD  ALBERT  has  been  assigned  "Night  Shift” 
as  his  first  production.  Joe  Pagano  is  scripting  the 
original  by  Maritta  Wolt. 

VINCENT  SHERMAN  and  DAVID  BUTLER  will  meg 
"Janie  Gets  Married”  and  "Time,  Place  and  the 
Girl,”  respectively. 


Metro 

BEN  BLUE  will  be  featured  in  the  new  Pete  Smith 
specialty,  “Badminton,"  with  PHILIP  ANDERSON  di- 
recting'. Script  was  penned  by  Parkyakarkus  and 
Joe  Ansen. 

Universal 

WALTER  LANTZ  has  purchased  the  song,  "Up 
Jumped  the  Devil”  for  a Swing  Symphony  Cartune 
starring  Andy  Panda  and  will  use  song  tjtle  as  label 
for  the  subject. 

Cleffers 

Columbia 

MARLIN  SKILES1  set  to  score  “A  Thousand  and 
One  Nights." 

Metro 

NACIO  HERB  BROWN  and  EDDIE  DE  LANGE  as- 
signed musical  score  for  "The  Kissing  Bandit.” 

SAMMY  FAIN  and  RALPH  FREED  will  write  songs 
for  "Two  Sisters  From  Boston.” 

RKO  Radio 

Constantin  Bakaleinikoff  has  assigned  LEIGH 
HARLINE  and  ROY  WEBB  to  write  background  music 
for  "Isle  of  the  Dead”  and  "The  Body  Snatcher," 
respectively. 

United  Artists 

GREGOR  RABINOVITCH  has  acquired  rights  to 
music  of  Puccini's  "La  Boheme”  and  will  use  it  in 
"Latin  Quarter,”  modern  version  of  the  opera. 

Universal 

EDWARD  WARD  and  HANS  SALTER  have  been 
named  musical  directors  on  “Salome — Where  She 
Danced"  and  “That's  the  Spirit,"  respectively,  and 
will  compose  their  original  scores.  PAUL  SAWTELL 
has  been  assigned  to  conduct  his  own  score  for 
“Invitation  to  Death,"  as  well  as  FRANK  SKINNER 
for  “Senorita  From  the  West"  and  MILTON  ROSEN 
for  “Easy  to  Look  at." 

Loanouts 

Paramount 

CECIL  KELLAWAY  loaned  to  Metro  for  character 
role  in  “Early  to  Wed." 

Meggers 

Columbia 

BURT  KELLY  will  produce  “Song  of  Broadway," 
comedy  with  music. 

ABBY  BERLIN  gets  long-termer  as  director. 

“S’ong  of  Broadway"  to  be  piloted  by  LEIGH 
JASON. 

VERNON  KEAYS  assigned  to  meg  “Rhythm 
Roundup." 

DEL  LORD  named  as  director  on  “Blonde  From 
Brooklyn." 

MICHEL  KRAIKE,  producer,  signed  to  seven-year 
contract.  His  next  will  be  “I  Love  a Bandleader." 

Metro 

CAREY  WILSON  has  been  handed  production  reins 
on  “Green  Dolphin  Street."  John  Meehan  will  do 
the  screenplay  of  the  Elizabeth  Goudge  prize-win- 
ning novel  which  is  to  be  filmed  in  Technicolor. 
It  is  a swashbuckling  love  story  with  an  underlying 
religious  theme,  set  in  New  Zealand,  China  and  the 
Channel  Islands  in  the  1840s. 

Monogram 

PHILIP  N.  KRASNE,  producer,  has  slated  as  the 
next  in  his  Jimmy  Wakely  series  “Soringtime  in 
Texas,"  titled  from  a song  written  by  Wakely  which 
will  be  featured  in  the  film.  Dennis  Moore  and  Lee 
“Lasses"  White  are  in  the  supporting  cast. 

PRC  Pictures 

EDGAR  ULMER,  director,  has  been  signed  to  a 
term  pact. 

Republic 

“Girls  of  the  Big  House"  will  be  produced  by 
HERMAN  MILLAKOWSKY. 

20th  Century-Fox 

WALTER  MOROSCO  will  handle  production  reins 
on  "Bowery  After  Dark”  and  GEORGE  JESSEL  was 
assigned  to  produce  "Late  Date,”  to  be  filmed  in 
Technicolor. 

"Maggie,"  an  original  story  by  Ruth  McKenney 
and.  Richard  Bransten,  has  been  placed  on  the 
schedule  of  WALTER  MOROSCO,  producer. 

Universal 

ARTHUR  T.  HERMAN  has  been  set  to  produce  his 
original,  “The  Runaround,"  which  he  is  also  adapt- 


Options 

Columbia 

LYNN  MERRICK  set  for  femme  lead  in  “Blonde 
From  Brooklyn." 

KEN  CURTIS*,  radio  singer,  will  debut  in  lead  role 
of  “Rhythm  Roundup." 

Metro 

Added  to  the  cast  of  “Early  to  Wed"  are  GLADYS 
COOPER  and  JUNE  LOCKHART. 

PHILIP  DORN's  option  has  been  exercised. 

FRANCES  RAFFERTY  set  for  her  first  comedy  role 
in  “Close  Shave." 

Added  to  the  cast  of  “Ziegfeld  Follies"  is  VIR- 
GINIA O'BRIEN. 

Monogram 

LYNNE  CARVER  signed  for  an  important  spot  in 
“Flaming  Frontier,"  Johnny  Mack  Brown  starrer. 

JOAN  WOODBURY  and  DOUGLAS  DUMBRILLE  cast 
for  roles  in  “Flaming  Frontier." 

Added  to  cast  of  “Flaming  Frontier"  is  PEE  WEE 
KING  and  his  Golden  West  Cowboy  band. 

Additions  to  the  cast  of  “Flaming  Frontier"  are 
KATHLEEN  O'CONNOR,  BOB  DUNCAN,  DICK  DICK- 
ENSON and  WILLA  PEARL  CURTIS. 

Paramount 

LIZABETH  SCOTT,  stage  actress,  will  debut  in  the 
Hal  Wallis  production,  "You  Came  Along.” 

BARBARA  BRITTON'S  option  exercised  for  another 
year. 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "Our  Hearts  Were  Growing 
Up”  are  BILLY  DE  WOLFE,  comedian,  and  WIL- 
LIAM DEMAREST. 

JULIE  GIBSON,  singer,  has  been  signed  for  another 
year. 

NANCY  KELLY  and  DON  COSTELLO  set  for  Pine 
and  Thomas'  "Follow  That  Woman.” 

REGIS  TOOMEY,  character  actor,  signed  to  role 
in  "Follow  That  Woman,”  a Pine-Thomas  produc- 
tion. 

BARBARA  STANWYCK  will  star  in  "The  Perfect 
Marriage,”  her  first  in  a series  for  Hal  Wallis. 

JOSE  PEREZ,  the  clown,  known  as  Pepito,  added 
to  cast  of  "Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

JEAN  HEATHER  set  for  "The  Well-Groomed  Bride.” 

FRANK  FAYLEN  draws  choice  role  in  “The  Well- 
Groomed  Bri.  " 

PRC  Pictures 

ERIC  SINCLAIR  has  been  inked  to  a long  termer. 

RKO  Radio 

One  of  the  principal  roles  in  "The  Falcon  in  San 
Francisco"  will  be  played  by  SHARYN  MOFFETT. 

WALLY  BF.OWN  and  ALAN  CARNEY  inked  to  head 
cast  of  "Radio  Stars  on  Parade,"  novelty  musical, 
with  FRANCES  LANGFORD  in  top  femme  role.  Rob- 
ert Kent  is  writing  the  original  screen  story  for  Ben 
Stoloff,  producer,  and  Sid  Rogell,  executive  producer. 

MARC  CRAMER  cast  for  "First  Man  Into  Tokyo." 

ELISABETH  RISDON  inked  to  play  Mama  in  "Mama 
Loves  Papa.” 

Republic 

Cast  in  "Scotland  Yard  Investigator”  are  C.  AUB- 
REY SMITH,  ERIC  VON  STROHEIM,  STEPHANIE 
BACHELLOR  and  FORRESTER  HARVEY. 

Option  renewed  for  another  year  on  DON  "RED" 
BARRY. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Femme  lead  in  "Fallen  Angel”  given  to  LINDA 
DARNELL,  while  FAYE  MARLOWE  .joins  cast  of 
"Junior  Miss." 

United  Artists 


LILLIAN  GISH  has  been  signed  for  role  in  David 
O Selznick's  “Duel  in  the  Sun." 

Universal 

Top  feature  role  in  "Men  in  Her  Diary"  assigned 
to  VIRGINIA  GREY. 

Singer  JULIE  LONDON,  signed  to  a term  deal,  and 
set  for  "Night  in  Paradise.” 

"Strange  Confession"  will  feature  MILBURN 
STONE. 

Warners 

JOAN  LESLIE  will  costar  and  HELEN  PENDER  debut 
in  "Too  Young  to  Know.” 

EVE  ARDEN  has  had  her  contract  renewed. 

ANDREA  KING  inked  for  "Shadow  of  a Woman,” 
in  role  originally  set  for  Alexis  Smith. 

CHARLES  RUGGLES  cast  for  important  part  in 
"Stolen  Life." 

ERROL  FLYNN  will  head  male  cast  of  "Target, 


Japan,”  story  telling  of  experiences  of  a B29  crew 
participating  in  raids  on  Japan.  Raoul  Walsh  will 
direct  and  Jerry  Wald  produce. 

Scripters 

Columbia 

Scripting  chore  on  "Burning  the  Trail”  assigned 
to  LOUISE  ROUSSEAU. 

ED  EARL  will  script  "Texas  Panhandle.” 

Polishing  job  on  "Song  of  Broadway”  to  be  done 
by  JACK  HENLEY  and  JOSEPH  HOFFMAN. 

Metro 

ANGNA  ENTERS'  contract  has  been  renewed. 

Paramount 

RICHARD  FLUORNOY  has  been  signed  to  write 
a completed  screenplay  of  his  own  original  story. 

RKO  Radio 

Screenplay  chore  on  “Deadlier  Than  the  Male" 
assigned  to  STEVE  FISHER. 

FRANCES  PORTER  will  script  Stephen  Laird's  orig- 
inal, “Palace  on  Main  Street." 

Screenplay  chore  for  “Ding  Dong  Williams"  as- 
signed to  M.  COATES  WEBSTER. 

HERMAN  MANKIEWICZ  will  script  “Made  in 
Heaven." 

Universal 

Screenplay  chore  on  the  untitled  original  Sheridan 
Gibney  wrote  for  Deanna  Durbin  given  to  SIG 
HERZIG. 

Warners 

LEOPOLD  ATLAS  is  currently  penning  screenplay 
for  modernized  version  of  “The  Jazz  Singer."  Orig- 
inal film  was  released  in  1927  with  partial  dialog 
and  sound. 

Story  Buys 


Paramount 

Hal  Wallis  Productions  has  purchased  Mabel 
Seeley's  romantic  mystery  novel,  “The  Crying  Sis- 
ters," as  a starrer  for  Ann  Richards,  Australian 
actress.  Ayn  Rand  will  write  the  screenplay,  the 
locale  of  which  is  a Minnesota  lake  resort.  Byron 
Haskin  is  set  to  direct. 

PRC  Pictures 

Alexander-Stern  has  acquired  an  original  by  Oliver 
Drake,  titled  "Valley  of  Lonely  Women.”  It  is  a 
prison  yarn. 

Jack  Schwarz,  producer,  has  purchased  "Gallant 
Shepherd,”  and  original  story  by  Taylor  Caven. 

Warners 

W.  R.  Burnett's  latest  story  “Tomorrow  Is  Another 
Day"  has  been  purchased.  Melodrama  will  be  pub- 
lished. first  in  Collier's  as  novelette,  then  as  full 
length  novel  followed  by  screenplay.  Robert  Buck- 
ner will  produce. 

Technically 

Metro 

Assistant  megger  on  "The  Yearling”  is  JOSEPH 
BOYLE. 

Paramount 

DANNY  FAPP  named  head  cameraman  on  the  Hal 
Wallis  production  “You  Came  Along";  and  JOY 
HARRINGTON  engaged  as  special  dialog  director. 

F.  PAUL  SYLOS  named  art  director  on  “Follow 
That  Woman,"  Bill  Pine  and  Bill  Thomas  production. 

Hal  Wallis's  “You  Came  Along"  has  HAL  PEREIRA 
as  art  director. 

RKO  Radio 

Assignments  on  International's  pictures:  "Countess 
of  Monte  Cristo,”  KATHERINE  LITTLEFIELD  engaged 
to  create  ice  ballet  numbers;  MILTON  KRASNER  as- 
signed Technicolor  photography;  "Tomorrow  Is  For- 
ever,” JOSEPH  VALENTINE  set  as  director  of  cine- 
matography, and  JEAN  LOUIS,  by  arrangement  with 
Columbia,  will  design  Claudette  Colbert's  wardrobe. 

SAMMY  RUMAN  has  been  assigned  assistant  direc- 
tor and  HARRY  WILD  lenser  for  "First  Man  Into 
Tokyo." 

LOU  CROXTON  and  ANTHONY  POWITT  set  as  art 
director  and  dialog  director,  respectively,  on  "The 
Most  Dangerous  Game.” 

United  Artists 

Andrew  Stone  has  assigned  Maj.  G.  O.  T.  BAGLEY 
as  technical  consultant  to  Malcolm  Stuart  Boylan 
who  is  writing  an  untitled  story  with  mid-Victorian 
background. 

JOE  NADEL  has  been  engaged  as  production 
manager  for  a Jules  Levey  production,  starring  Ran- 
dolph Scott. 

Universal 

"Strange  Confession"  will  be  lensed  by  MAURY 
GERTSMAN. 

ABRAHAM  GROSSMAN  assigned  as  associate  art 
director  on  "Strange  Confession"  and  "Pillow  of 
Death,”  while  MARTIN  OBZINA  draws  similar  chore 
on  "Men  in  Her  Diary.” 

Title  Changes 

Metro 

“Brighton  Beach"  renamed  TWO  SISTERS  FROM 
BOSTON. 

Monogram 

FOREVER  YOURS  new  tag  for  "They  Shall  Have 
Faith.” 

"The  Case  of  the  Missing  Medico,"  second  in 
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AT  REPUBLIC’S  CONVENTION — Caught  by  the  cameraman  during  the  re- 
cent regional  sales  huddles  held  at  Republic  studio: 

Top,  left  to  right:  Sid  Weisbaum,  manager,  San  Francisco  exchange;  Herbert 
J.  Yates  sr.,  chairman  of  the  board;  Gene  Gerbase,  manager,  Denver  exchange; 
Western  Star  Roy  Rogers;  William  Merriott,  manager,  Los  Angeles  exchange. 

Bottom:  Jack  L.  Baker,  member  of  the  studio  executive  committee;  James  R. 
Grainger,  president  and  general  sales  manager,  Republic  Pictures  Corp.;  Francis 
Bateman,  west  coast  division  manager. 


the  new  Cisco  Kid  series,  has  been  changed  to 
IN  OLD  NEW  MEXICO. 

THE  SCARLET  CLUE  is  new  tag  for  "The  Radio 
Mystery." 

Paramount 

''Too  Good  to  Be  True"  changed  to  CROSS'  MY 
HEART." 

PRC  Pictures 

STRANGER  IN  THE  FAMILY  is  new  label  for 
"Deadline,"  and  "Undercover  Girl"  becomes  LADIES 
OF  THE  NIGHT. 

Republic 

CAPTAIN  TUGBOAT  ANNIE  is  the  new  title  of  first 
of  the  new  James  S.  Burkett  series  produced  as 
"Tugboat  Annie's  Son." 

Disney  Co.  Reports 
Net  Income  Gain 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  stockholders,  it 
was  revealed  that  the  net  income  of  Walt 
Disney  Productions  for  the  13  weeks  ended 
Dec.  30,  1944,  amounted  to  $371,000  before 
provision  for  income  taxes  and  subject  to 
fiscal  year-end  adjustments.  This  compares 
with  net  income  of  $139,000  on  the  same  basis 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

Net  current  and  working  assets  increased 
during  the  quarter  of  $392,991,  resulting  from 
an  increase  of  $386,523  in  current  and  work- 
ing assets  and  a decrease  of  $6,468  in  current 
liabilities. 

Bank  loans  stood  at  $646,789  at  Dec.  30,  1944, 
an  increase  of  $118,942  since  Sept.  30,  1944. 

George  E.  Jones  and  Harry  E.  Edington 
were  elected  directors  representing  the  pre- 
ferred stock,  while  Walter  E.  Disney,  Roy  O. 
Disney,  Gunther  R.  Lessing,  and  Edna  F. 
Disney  were  elected  to  represent  common 
stock. 

Following  the  stockholders’  meeting,  newly- 
elected  directors  met  and  elected  the  follow- 
ing corporate  officers;  Walter  E.  Disney, 
president;  Roy  O.  Disney,  vice-president,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer;  Gunther  R.  Lessing, 
vice-president;  Paul  L.  Pease,  comptroller  and 
assistant  treasurer;  Paul  C.  Scanlon,  assistant 
secretary;  Franklin  Waldheim,  assistant  sec- 
retary. 

Coast-Coast  Traveling 
Remains  at  Minimum 

Impending  additional  restrictions  on  civil- 
ian travel  should  hold  no  terror  for  the  big- 
gies of  the  industry  who  for  the  past  several 
months  have  held  their  coast  to  coast  treks 
at  a minimum.  Home  office  and  studio  exec- 
utives on  the  move  during  the  past  week  were 
typical.  They  included : 

William  A.  Scully,  general  sales  manager, 
and  Maurice  Bergman,  eastern  publicity 
manager  of  Universal,  trained  out  for  New 
York.  J.  H.  Seidelman,  foreign  manager, 
left  for  business  in  Mexico  City.  The  Uni- 
versal officials  have  been  at  the  studio  for  the 
past  three  weeks  conferring  with  President 
Nate  Blumberg,  and  Cliff  Work,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager,  and  John  Joseph, 
national  publicity  chief. 

Russell  Holman,  Paramount’s  eastern  pro- 
duction head;  John  Byram,  head  of  the  com- 
pany’s play  department,  and  Meta  Reis, 
executive  assistant  to  Richard  Mealand, 
head  of  the  studio  story  and  writing  depart- 
ments, trained  out  for  New  York.  Holman 
and  Byram  had  been  here  for  two  weeks  con- 
ferring with  studio  officials.  Mrs.  Reis  will 
spend  two  weeks  in  New  York  on  business. 

Expected  at  Metro  studio  for  business  pow- 
wows was  J.  Robert  Rubin,  Loew’s  vice-presi- 
dent and  legal  department  chief.  E.  J.  Man- 
nix,  Metro  executive,  left  for  a month’s  rest 
at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  on  doctor’s  orders. 
Benjamin  Thau,  another  Metro  executive,  has 
returned  from  a hurried  trip  to  New  York. 

Alfred  Hitchcock  trained  out  for  New  York 
to  join  Ben  Hecht  in  work  on  screenplay  of 
his  next  Ingrid  Bergman  starrer  for  Selznick 
International  which  Hitchcock  will  direct. 
E.  L.  Scanlon,  executive  vice-president  and 


treasurer  of  Vanguard  Films,  returned  from 
a three-week  business  trip  to  Manhattan. 

Warner  Director  Raoul  Walsh  went  east  for 
his  first  visit  to  Gotham  in  ten  years. 

Steve  Broidy,  Monogram  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  returned  from  New 
York  to  his  headquarters  at  the  studio  in 
Hollywood.  The  trip  east  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  WPB  film  allocation  meet- 
ing in  Washington. 

Back  to  his  home  office  headquarters  went 
Steve  Edwards,  eastern  publicity  director  for 
Republic,  after  three  weeks  of  huddles  at  the 
studio. 

The  Santa  Clara  Theatre 
Is  Sold  in  Big  Deal 

SAN  FRANCISCO— One  of  the  largest  real 
estate  transactions  in  the  history  of  Santa 
Clara  was  completed  recently  when  title  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  Sheller  block  there 
changed  hands  for  approximately  $1,000,000. 
The  property  involved  included  the  Santa 
Clara  Theatre.  The  entire  transaction  was 
handled  by  DeWitt  C.  Rucker  of  the  Rucker 
Co.  and  James  Beatty  of  the  Liberty  Amuse- 
ment Co. 

No  change  will  be  made  in  the  theatre 
business  since  the  Harvey  Amusement  Co., 
and  Hardy  interests,  present  operators,  have 
eight  more  years  to  operate  under  their  lease. 

Federal  Judge  Dismisses 
Three  Damage  Suits 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ. — Three  damage  suits 
against  Publix  Richards-Nace,  Inc.,  were 
dismissed  recently  by  Judge  Dave  W.  Ling 
in  federal  district  court.  The  suits  were 
based  on  injuries  allegedly  sustained  when 
plaster  from  the  ceiling  fell  on  the  balcony 
of  the  Rialto  Theatre. 


Reagan  Feles  Denver 
Region  Exhibitors 

DENVER — A luncheon  for  exhibitors  and 
newspaper  men  climaxed  the  delayed  two-day 
meeting  of  Paramount  salesmen,  managers 
and  bookers  of  the  Denver  district,  which  in- 
cludes Omaha  and  Salt  Lake  City.  The  meet- 
ing was  the  occasion  of  the  visit  here  of.  sev- 
eral from  the  New  York  offices  of  Paramount, 
headed  by  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution.  Others  included 
George  A.  Smith,  western  division  manager; 
Claude  Lee,  director  of  public  relations,  and 
Robert  M.  Gillham,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity. 

Matters  of  company  policy  and  plans  for 
the  year  were  discussed.  The  meeting,  sched- 
uled to  open  Thursday,  did  not  get  under  way 
until  late  Friday  because  of  disrupted  train 
schedules,  and  was  closed  Saturday  morning. 
The  luncheon,  attended  by  about  100,  was 
held  in  the  Onyx  room  of  the  Brown  Palace 
Hotel. 

Headed  by  Hugh  Braly,  district  manager, 
delegations  from  Omaha  and  Salt  Lake,  added 
to  those  from  Denver,  listened  to  and  took 
part  in  the  discussions.  From  Denver  were: 
Harry  Haas,  manager;  C.  H.  Duer,  C.  F.  Rose 
and  Jack  Felix,  salesmen;  William  Sombar, 
booker,  and  Robert  Blair,  district  publicity 
director.  From  Omaha:  J.  T.  McBride,  man- 
ager; Wayne  Stephenson  and  Earl  Rubin, 
salesmen,  and  William  Haarmann,  booker. 
From  Salt  Lake  City:  Frank  L.  Smith,  man- 
ager; Dave  Frazer,  Wayne  Thitiot,  James 
French  and  Allan  Heid,  salesmen,  and  Carl 
Hallstrom,  booker. 

The  men  from  New  York  left  here  for  Kan- 
sas City,  scene  of  their  next  regional  meeting. 
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LOS  ANGELES 


Uarry  Stern,  local  PRC  branch  manager,  has 
closed  contracts  with  the  Hawaiian  The- 
atre, Hollywood  Blvd.  showcase,  for  an  ex- 
tended run  engagement  of  PRC’s  “When  the 
Lights  Go  On  Again”  and  “The  Great  Mike” 
starting  February  16.  Following  this  engage- 
ment another  all-PRC  program  is  scheduled 
to  be  presented  at  the  same  theatre  with 
“Bluebeard”  and  “Fog  Island.” 

Arnold  Schaak  is  celebrating  his  25th  year 
in  show  business.  Schaak  opened  his  first 
theatre  in  Chicago  and  now  operates  the  local 
Ramona  and  Holly  in  addition  to  being  a Fox 
West  Coast  partner  in  Long  Beach  ...  A local 
visitor  was  Harry  Denny,  Fox  West  Coast  city 
manager  for  San  Bernardino  . . . On  the  Row: 
Don  Knatt,  Rialto,  San  Bernardino. 

Chester  Black  is  currently  busy  lining  up 
product  for  an  early  opening  of  his  new 
Olympic  Blvd.  Drive-In  . . . John  Good,  a 
newcomer  to  the  city  and  to  show  business, 
has  purchased  Joe  Moritz’s  local  Monica  The- 
atre. 

Harry  Rackin  is  in  the  midst  of  a deal  in- 
volving the  sale  of  his  Sunset  Theatre  in 
Hollywood. 

Frances  Bateman,  Republic’s  west  coast  di- 
vision manager,  was  in  San  Francisco — his 
first  stop  on  a tour  of  coast  exchanges.  He 
is  due  next  in  Portland  and  Seattle  and  will 
be  away  three  weeks. 

Arriving  for  a brief  visit  were  George  Dem- 
bow,  sales  head  of  National  Screen  Service, 
and  his  brother,  Sam  Dembow,  associated 
with  Edward  Golden  Productions. 

“Alaska,”  Monogram’s  drama,  was  sched- 
uled to  open  for  a week  at  the  local  Orpheum 
starting  February  6 . . . Powwowing  with  W.  E. 
Callaway,  UA  western  district  sales  manager, 
was  J.  J.  Unger,  UA  western  division  sales 
chief  who  arrived  recently. 

Harry  Rackin’s  previously  pending  deal  was 
concluded  when  he  sold  his  550-seat  Sunset 
Theatre  to  Steve  Clark,  formerly  with  Bala- 


ban  & Katz  in  Chicago.  Purchase  was  for 
$15,000  and  Rackin’s  exhibitor  service  will 
handle  the  booking  and  buying. 

Local  Film  Classics  loses  Norman  Bosley, 
booker,  to  the  Roy  Dixon  Booking  Service 
. . . On  the  Row:  I.  Blum,  Mecca,  Mojave. 

Pat  Patterson,  distributor  for  Astor  Pictures 
in  San  Francisco,  was  here  visiting  with  the 
local  distributor,  Sam  Decker.  Decker  re- 
cently bought  Bob  Lippert’s  share  in  the  local 
Pix,  in  which  they  were  partners. 

Everett  Cummings,  having  secured  priori- 
ties, has  started  construction  of  his  800- 
seat  theatre  at  Ridgecrest,  Calif.,  Inyo-Kern 
County.  The  house  will  be  of  concrete  con- 
struction with  a cooling  system  and  the  lat- 
est in  sound  and  projection  equipment  sup- 
plied by  B.  F.  Shearer  & Co.  The  new  show- 
case will  open  about  April  15. 

Fox  West  Coast’s  Alcazar  Theatre  in  Bell 
has  reopened  . . . George  Shey,  former 
owner  of  the  local  Crenshaw,  is  getting  an 
army  discharge  . . . On  the  Row:  Dick  Simms, 
National  City  Theatres,  National  City;  Leroy 
Smith,  Grand  and  Torrance,  Torrance. 

Chas.  Snyder  Quits  Lenox; 
Tom  Hagan  New  Manager 

HARTFORD — Charles  Snyder,  manager  of 
the  Warner-Lenox  here,  has  resigned  and 
gone  to  Rochester,  N.Y.,  for  further  theatre 
connections.  The  theatre  staff  gave  him  a 
farewell  party  and  presented  him  a $50  war 
bond.  Thomas  Hagan,  former  manager  of 
the  Warner  Theatre  in  Beverly  Hills,  Calif., 
has  been  named  new  manager  of  the  Lenox. 


El  Raton  Redecorated 

RATON,  N.  M. — El  Raton  Theatre  was 
closed  for  one  week  recently  to  permit  re- 
decoration. During  the  shutdown  pictures 
were  shown  at  the  Shuler  auditorium. 


CHOICE 

IOWA  POPCORN 

Immediate  Delivery 


LARGE  SOUTH  AMERICAN  OR  PEARL  VARIETY 
DRIED  TO  14%  MOISTURE  WHEN  BAGGED 


From  5 Bags  LCL  to  800-Bag  Carload 

MIDWEST  POPCORN  CO. 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

370  Saunders  Kennedy  Bldg.  Phone:  Jackson  7539 


Harry  Huffman  Heads 
Postwar  Planners 

DENVER — Harry  Huffman,  Denver  city 
district  manager  for  Fox  Intermountain  The- 
atres, has  been  named  executive  vice-chair- 
man of  the  state’s  postwar  planning  com- 
mission. The  appointment  was  made  by 
Gov.  John  C.  Vivian,  chairman.  At  a meet- 
ing of  the  committee  Huffman  was  the 


HARRY  HUFFMAN 

only  one  who  had  a comprehensive  pro- 
gram to  present,  and  immediately  the  gov- 
ernor insisted  he  take  the  job  as  executive 
head  of  the  group. 

Huffman,  who  operated  independently 
until  Fox  took  over  his  houses  in  1937,  start- 
ed in  theatre  operation  30  years  ago  at  the 
nearby  Bideawee  Theatre  in  an  effort  to 
bolster  business  at  his  drug  store. 

He  was  so  successful  in  theatre  operation 
that  a few  years  later  he  added  the  Blue- 
bird at  almost  the  other  end  of  Colfax 
Ave.,  and  in  1927  built  the  Aladdin,  which 
installed  the  first  sound  west  of  Chicago. 

Later  he  took  over,  successively,  the  down- 
town America,  Tabor,  Orpheum,  Rialto,  Den- 
ver and  Paramount.  The  America  has  been 
torn  down,  but  the  others  are  included  in 
the  Fox  Denver  group,  with  Huffman  own- 
ing the  Aladdin  and  Bluebird,  which  are 
leased  to  Fox. 

In  point  of  years  of  operation  in  Denver, 
Huffman  is  the  dean  of  local  theatre  men. 
Huffman  is  civic  minded  and  especially  in 
regard  to  the  tourist  business,  which  he 
has  taken  on  as  a serious-minded  hobby, 
and  around  which  his  postwar  plan  for  the 
state  is  built. 


FWC  Buys  Two  on  Coast 

LOS  ANGELES — Fox  West  Coast  has  pur- 
chased the  Mission  Theatre  in  San  Jose  and 
the  California  in  Bakersfield,  both  of  which 
the  circuit  operated  for  years  under  lease. 
The  total  price  for  the  purchase  was  in  ex- 
cess of  $300,000. 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 
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Bills  Up  in  California 
Affect  the  Industry 

SAN  FRANCISCO— A bill  introduced  in 
the  state  assembly,  which  will  come  before 
the  senate  in  March,  includes  an  act  relating 
to  the  labor  code,  affecting  employment  of 
minors,  also  the  working  conditions  of  female 
employes.  The  bill  provides  that  no  female 
may  be  permitted  to  work  in  more  than  one 
establishment  more  than  eight  hours  a day 
or  48  hours  per  week. 

Another  bill,  also  affecting  the  industry, 
provides  for  emergency  ventilation  of  projec- 
tion booths,  and  that  rewind  and  generator 
rooms  be  separate  from  rooms  in  which  the 
picture  is  operated.  Permanent  ventilation 
where  arc  lamps  are  used  is  also  called  for 
under  the  terms  of  the  bill. 

Senator  Brown  introduced  in  the  senate  a 
bill  to  outlaw  billboards  in  some  areas.  The 
San  Francisco  city  council  is  back  of  this 
measure. 


WESTERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Sadie  Chesler  began  by 
selling  tickets,  usher- 
ing and  making  her- 
self useful  at  the 
Princess  Theatre, 
Bingham  Canyon, 
Utah,  in  1918.  She 
kept  at  it  24  years  un- 
til her  husband,  T.  M. 
Chesler,  died  in  1942. 
Now  she  devotes  most 
of  her  time  to  the 
candy  counter.  It  is 
a hobby;  she  doesn’t 
like  staying  home.  She  belongs  to  the  Bing- 
ham Civic  Club,  Eastern  Star,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  and  Bingham  Victory  Flag 
Society.  When  she  can  get  away,  she  likes 
to  fish.  Son  Harold  Chesler  is  a vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Intermountain  Theatres  Ass’n. 


Engaged  in  motion 
picture  exhibition 
since  1916,  Hugh  W. 
Bruen  is  today  the 
president  of  Bruen’s 
Whittier  Theatre,  Inc., 
Whittier,  Calif.,  oper- 
ating the  Wardman, 
Whittier  and  Roxy 
theatres  in  that  town. 
He  also  is  president 
of  the  Bruen  Theatres, 
Inc.,  owning  and 
operating  the  theatre 
properties  of  the  45th  Street  Theatre,  Seat- 
tle, Wash.  Dividing  his  energies  among  the- 
atres 1,000  miles  apart,  Bruen  still  has  enough 
time  for  membership  in  the  Whittier  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  WAC.  He  is  a director 
of  ITO  of  Southern  California  and  Arizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Always  among  the  first  to  do  its  part  and 
**  in  a generous  fashion  in  support  of  any 
worthy  cause,  the  Blumenfeld  Theatres,  Inc., 
sent  in  a check  for  $100  for  the  evacuees’ 
phone-home  fund  which  the  San  Rafael  In- 
dependent newspaper  is  raising  to  permit 
wounded  men  from  the  Pacific  to  talk  with 
the  home  folk  as  soon  as  they  reach  the  Ham- 
ilton Field  Hospital  here. 

Dr.  Mervyn  Miller  suggested  to  Motion 
Picture  Council  members  that  students  can 
know  what  education  has  to  offer  by  a greater 
use  of  motion  pictures  as  educational  “direc- 
tion finders.”  Miller  asserted  that  in  research 
in  100  universities  in  this  country  and  six  in 
Canada  revealed  65  per  cent  of  the  students 
entering  don’t  know  why  they  are  going  to 
college.  “In  none  of  the  universities  visited,” 
Miller  reported,  “is  anything  being  done  in 
the  line  of  visual-audioeducation.” 

The  Maribel  Theatre  opened  recently  in 
Weott,  Calif.,  for  four  nights  weekly  with 
Mary  Powers  and  Walter  Bell  in  charge.  Bell 
is  a veteran  in  the  theatre  business  and  re- 
cently was  operator  of  the  Downtown  Thea- 
tre here  . . . Miss  Barbara  Susaville  of  Eu- 
reka has  been  appointed  by  Redwood  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  as  manager  of  the  Fortuna  Theatre. 
She  has  been  with  the  company  for  three 
years.  According  to  present  plans  Fortuna 
Bldg,  is  to  be  repaired  and  the  entire  interior 
redecorated. 

Carol  Nathan,  local  exhibitor,  returned 
from  a gala  vacation  in  Los  Angeles  . . . Rose 
Golik,  office  manager  at  Western  Theatrical 
Equipment  Co.,  returned  to  work  after  suf- 
fering from  a strep  throat,  plus  a bad  head 
cold. 

Tom  Conway,  the  Falcon,  and  a group  of 
16  came  from  Hollywood  to  film  scenes  for 
their  new  production,  “The  Falcon  in  San 
Francisco.”  Lou  Shapiro,  producer,  and  Joe 
Lewis  shot  several  feet  of  the  RKO  Golden 
Gate  Theatre  marquee,  which  features  Tom 
Conway  in  “The  Falcon  in  Hollywood  ...  A 
neat  trick  there  was  the  sneak  appearance 
of  Conway  on  the  Golden  Gate  stage.  After 
the  heavy  curtains  closed  on  60  minutes  of 
“The  Falcon,”  Cab  Calloway  and  his  band 
moved  out  on  the  stage  with  Conway  on  the 
piano  stool.  According  to  Helen  Wabbe,  pub- 
licity agent  for  the  Gate,  the  audience  “went 
mad  with  delight!” 

It  is  reported  that  Fay  Stewart,  down  from 
a Sacramento  radio  station,  is  doing  a hangup 
good  job  on  radio  interviews  for  a local  sta- 
tion here  and  is  worth  a-listenin’  to. 


It  did  not  take  P. 

W.  Struppler  very  long 
to  ascertain  how  deep 
was  his  interest  in 
motion  pictures.  Door- 
man in  1913  at  the 
Star,  Pullman,  Wash., 
in  1914  he  became  part 
owner  of  this  theatre. 

In  later  years  he 
bought  the  Cordova, 
at  Pullman,  Wash., 
and  has  been  conduct- 
ing this  house  ever 
since.  Struppler  was  an  indefatigable  motor- 
ist in  the  days  when  auto  driving  still  was  a 
pastime  as  well  as  a necessity.  He  is  a 
member  of  Kiwanis  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  trustee  of  the  Pullman  Sav- 
ings and  Loan  Ass’n. 

In  March  of  1915  C.  A. 
Orr  decided  Grace, 
Idaho,  needed  film  en- 
tertainment and  he 
was  the  man  to  sup- 
ply it.  He  took  over 
the  Opera  House,  and 
it  has  been  his  voca- 
tion, avocation  and 
hobby  ever  since,  ex- 
cept for  occasional 
visits  to  the  Elks  and 
Lions  clubhouses.  He 
also  belongs  to  the 
Salt  Lake  City  Motion  Picture  Club.  Orr 
was  publicity  chairman  for  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  in  southeastern  Idaho.  Only  daughter, 
Jane,  is  married  to  Hugh  Benfer,  in  the  navy. 
The  Opera  House  advertising  trademark  is  a 
Spanish  Caballero’s  hat  with  a pompom. 


Milburn  Kenworthy  of 

Moscow,  Idaho,  be- 
came proprietor  of  his 
theatre  in  March  1918. 

But  he  was  by  no 
means  new  to  the 
game,  for  he  had  been 
playing  in  legitimate 
dramatic  shows  and 
vaudeville  for  years. 

He  now  operates  the 
Kenworthy  and  Nuart. 

He  is  past  president  of 
the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  served  six  years  as  city  council- 
man. Since  December  1941  he  has  been 
chairman  of  the  war  price  and  ration  board 
of  Latah  County.  President  of  the  Moscow 
Hospital  Ass’n,  he  is  past  president  of  Ro- 
try’s  board  of  trustees.  He  is  an  Elk. 


James  T.  Potter  pur- 
chased one-third  in- 
terest in  the  Dream- 
land, Ontario,  Ore.,  in 
1931.  When  his  father 
died  in  1935,  he  ac- 
quired the  remaining 
interest.  Not  quite 
satisfied  with  the 
structure  as  he  found 
it,  Potter  razed  the 
Dreamland  and  erect- 
ed the  Pix  in  1937.  But 
Potter  claims  his  fath- 
er is  the  real  film  pioneer  of  his  family.  He 
is  interested  in  civic  affairs,  but  holds  no 
public  office  at  the  moment.  He  can  be 
found  fraternizing  at  the  Kiwanis,  Masonic 
Lodge  or  the  Commercial  Club.  His  son 


In  1909  Frederick  Mer- 
cy jr.  ran  the  spot- 
light in  Georgetown, 
Wash.,  and  in  1926  he 
entered  business  in 
Wenatchee,  Wash.  To- 
day he  is  associated 
with  his  father  in 
Yakima,  Wash.,  at  the 
Yakima,  Liberty,  Cap- 
itol, Roxy  and  Lyric 
theatres.  His  sons, 
Frederick,  Richard  and 
Michael,  are  all  at 
home.  He  is  a member  of  the  Yakima 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Elks,  Grotto,  AAA, 
Washington  Athletic  Club,  Shrine,  North- 
west Film  Club  and  the  Washington  Press 
Club.  He  is  a director  of  the  ITO  of  Wash- 
ington, Northern  Idaho  and  Alaska. 

A.  M.  Russell,  an 
architect  who  designed 
a theatre  at  Bozeman, 

Mont.,  in  1919,  decided 
he  would  like  to  oper- 
ate one.  Teaming  up 
with  P.  C.  Hurst,  he 
opened  the  Rialto, 
later  buying  out  Hurst. 

Now  he  has  the  Ellen, 

Rialto  and  Joyce.  Ex- 
hibitor-distributor re- 
lations have  improved 
in  24  years,  he  says. 

Russell  is  a past  director  of  the  ITO  of  Mon- 
tana, and  legislative  committee  member.  A 
leader  in  civic  affairs,  he  has  been  state 
chairman  for  three  March  of  Dimes  drives. 
A son  is  in  England,  and  a daughter  attends 
Montana  State  College. 


James  is  at  home. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


73 


SEATTJJ. 

Chow  business  turned  out  en  masse  for  the 
opening  of  the  new  Lake  City  Theatre  in 
Lake  City.  The  house  was  built  by  Pete 
Higgins  who  has  theatres  in  Kirkland  and 
Burien  City.  Pete,  for  the  past  few  years, 
was  sales  manager  for  J.  T.  Sheffield  and 
his  Republic  exchanges  . . . Joe  Daniels 
was  elected  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
National  Association  of  Theatrical  Agents 
at  its  recent  meeting  in  Chicago.  He  is  the 
only  Pacific  coast  agent  on  the  board. 

Ralph  “Pop”  Abbett,  Seattle  manager  for 
Monogram,  tendered  his  resignation  effective 
February  15.  He  plans  to  take  a vacation. 
The  new  manager  will  be  Frank  Mantzke  who 
comes  here  from  Milwaukee. 

Frank  L.  Newman  sr.,  president  of  Ever- 
green Theatres,  went  to  Palm  Springs  for  a 
Fox  West  Coast  conference  . . . Earl  Keate, 
exploitation  representative  for  Universal,  who 
has  been  in  the  northwest  several  weeks  in 
conjunction  with  the  showing  of  “Can’t  Help 
Singing”  left  for  Universal  City  . . . Lieut. 
Louis  Landstrom  of  the  merchant  marine  is 
here  on  leave  . . . A.  J.  Sullivan,  UA  manager, 
went  to  San  Francisco  and  the  sales  meeting. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  salesmen,  Ed  Mil- 
ler and  George  Mitchell.  They  were  joined 
by  Morrie  Segel  and  Jack  O’Bryan  of  Port- 
land. 

Sgt.  Harold  Davidson  of  the  air  force,  on 
furlough  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  was  on 
Filmrow  greeting  friends  of  Glenn  Haviland 
who  has  been  his  buddy  on  the  islands  for 
many  months.  Glenn  was  salesman  for  Para- 
mount before  going  in  the  service  . . . Don 
Beckwith  of  the  merchant  marine  has  writ- 
ten his  dad  Keith  of  Columbia  from  some- 
where in  the  Philippines. 

Vic  Gauntlett  is  back  at  his  desk  after  the 
San  Francisco  trip  and  the  Paramount  pub- 
licity meeting  ...  Ed  and  Zella  Lamb  cele- 
brated their  21st  anniversary  . . . Jack 
Hamaker,  former  manager  of  the  Blue  Mouse 
Theatre,  is  back  in  civilian  clothes  after  serv- 
ice with  the  army. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 

The  volume  of  real  estate  sales  in  the  Salt 
Lake  area  during  1944  was  the  highest 
on  record,  according  to  T.  T.  Taylor  jr.,  presi- 
dent of  the  real  estate  board  ...  A restaurant 
is  being  opened  over  the  Utah  Theatre  en- 
trance ...  A film  company  snowtank  com- 
pany rescued  Ed  Turek,  Utah  Parks  Co.  tele- 
phone lineman,  when  his  feet  were  frozen 
while  he  was  repairing  telephone  lines  in  the 
rugged  and  snowbound  mountains  east  of 
the  Cedar  Breaks  national  monument. 

Some  of  Utah’s  magnificent  scenery  is  be- 
ing filmed  for  a singing  sequence  featuring 
Judy  Garland  in  the  hit  song  of  “The 
Harvey  Girls”  ...  In  connection  with  this 
M-G-M  enterprise  Utah  will  gain  nearly  ten 
miles  of  new  highway  in  a previously  in- 
accessible wonder  spot  of  Monument  Valley. 
M-G-M  has  brought  in  heavy  road-building 
equipment  to  construct  an  “insert  road”  there. 
The  company,  headed  by  Director  Dick  Ros- 
son,  is  quartered  at  Harry  Goulding’s  trad- 
ing post  in  the  heart  of  Monument  Valley. 

Salt  Lake  City’s  Hal  Halversen,  13,  be- 
came excited  and  wouldn’t  take  his  eyes 
from  the  screen.  He  perched  on  the  edge 
of  his  seat  and  gasped,  “Dad,  that’s  my 
Mike.”  On  the  screen  a German  police  dog 
was  depicting  the  role  of  a “dog  gone  to 
war”  in  “Sergeant  Mike.”  True  enough  Hal’s 
Mike  had  been  a film  star.  The  dog  “joined 
the  army”  in  November  1942  when  the  boy 
donated  him  to  the  K9  corps. 

A 110-piece  British  air  force  band,  now 
touring  the  U.S.,  was  here  this  week. 


"To  Have"  Still  Cream 
Of  Los  Angeles  Crop 

LOS  ANGELES — For  the  second  consecu- 
tive week,  the  following  three  pictures  took 
top  honors  in  the  order  named  in  first  run 
reports: 

Warners’  “To  Have  and  Have  Not,”  playing 
at  Warners’  Hollywood,  Downtown  and  Wil- 
tern  theatres;  “The  Woman  in  the  Window,” 
coupled  with  Universal’s  “Hi  Beautiful”  at 
the  Pantages,  and  Paramount’s  “Frenchman’s 
Creek”  in  its  third  stanza  at  the  Hollywood 
Paramount. 

The  majority  of  first  runs  played  holdovers 
and  rated  just  above  average. 

(Average  is  100) 

Chinese  and  Uptown — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M); 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M)  110 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — To  Have  and 

Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk 175 

Downtown  Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para), 

3rd  wk 80 

Egyptian  and  Ritz — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

5th  wk 100 

Four  Star,  United  Artists  and  Wilshire — Three  Is 
a Family  (UA);  They  Shall  Have  Faith  (Mono), 

2nd  wk 90 

Hillstreet — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO),  2nd 

wk.;  Hi  Beautiiul  (Univ)  160 

Hollywood  Paramount — Same  as  Downtown  Para- 
mount   150 

Los  Angeles — Same  as  Egyptian 96 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  110 

State — Same  as  Chinese  125 

"Window,"  Plus  Ted  Lewis,  Reaches 
Frisco  Ceiling  in  Its  Third  Week 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Ted  Lewis,  opening  at 
the  Golden  Gate,  brought  into  clearer  focus 
“The  Woman  in  the  Window,”  which  grossed 
165  per  cent  in  its  third  week,  up  15  from  the 
week  before.  “A  Song  to  Remember”  was 
still  going  strong  at  the  Orpheum  in  its  sec- 
ond week.  Right  alongside  was  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  in  its  second  week  at  the  Fox 
Theatre. 

Esquire — The  Master  Race  (RKO);  Nevada  (RKO). .125 

Fox — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk 140 

Golden  Gate — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

3rd  wk.,  plus  Ted  Lewis  opening  on  the  stage..  . 165 

Orpheum — A Song  to  Remember  (Col),  2nd  wk 140 

Paramount — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para);  Army  Wives  (Mono),  2nd  wk 110 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

5th  wk 120 

St.  Francis — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para); 

Dangerous  Passage  (Para),  3rd  wk 110 

Tivoli — Same  as  Esquire  125 

United  Artists — Guest  in  the  House  (UA);  Hi 

Beautiiul  (Univ),  4th  wk 110 

Warfield — Sunday  Dinner  ior  a Soldier  (20th-Fox), 
plus  stage  show  130 

Smash  Business  at  Denver  Houses; 
“Keys"  and  “Have  Not"  Tie  at  200 

DENVER — “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  with 
“Tahiti  Nights”  at  the  Denver,  and  “The 
Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  at  the  Aladdin,  each 
ran  up  a gross  of  200  per  cent,  with  the  Den- 
ver gross  in  amount  also  topping  the  town. 


Aladdin — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 200 

Denham — Ministry  oi  Fear  (Para)... 90 

Denver — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB); 

Tahiti  Nights  (Col)  200 

Esquire — Same  as  Denver 180 

Orpheum — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M);  Waterloo 

Bridge  (M-G-M),  reissue 140 

Paramount — The  Suspect  (Univ);  She  Gets  Her 

Man  (Univ)  : 185 

Rialto — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Adventures 
of  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 140 


Seattle  Business  Is  Good  at  All 
Houses;  "Have  Not"  Gets  Big  Play 

SEATTLE — Business  was  good  in  all  situa- 
tions with  long  lines  at  most  of  the  downtown 
houses.  The  Orpheum  got  the  big  play  with 
Bogart  and  Bacall.  The  selling  job  on  this 
girl  was  very  well  done  and  the  patrons  like 
her. 

Blue  Mouse — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para);  The 


Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 160 

Fifth  Avenue — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para); 

The  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO)  160 

Liberty — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 175 

Music  Box — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

3rd  wk 150 


DENVER 


The  coal  shortage  is  not  expected  to  cause 
any  theatres  in  this  section  to  close.  There 
is  plenty  of  coal  here,  and  with  the  brownout 
in  effect  more  than  enough  coal  will  be  avail- 
able. The  chief  shortage  is  from  a lack  of 
truck  drivers,  but  most  large  users  are  on  con- 
tract with  coal  companies  to  keep  their  bins 
full,  and  they  are  the  ones  served  first.  Resi- 
dence deliveries  are  for  the  most  part  two 
weeks  in  arrears.  The  brownout  started  here 
on  schedule  with  no  violations  reported. 

Harry  Huffman,  city  manager  for  Fox  In- 
termountain Theatres,  was  successful  in  se- 
curing a modification  of  the  order  banning 
lights  in  parking  lots  and  outer  lobbies. 

Clarence  Olson,  UA  manager,  and  Salesmen 
Fred  B.  Brown,  Homer  R.  Hisey  and  W.  R. 
Riddle,  have  returned  from  a regional  sales 
meeting  at  San  Francisco.  They  were  full  of 
enthusiasm  for  the  coming  year  . . . A.  G. 
Edwards,  manager  of  the  Denver  exchange 
for  a few  weeks,  is  back  at  his  former  job 
as  manager  in  Salt  Lake  City  for  PRC  . . . 
Sam  Dunevitz,  who  has  been  operating  a 
booking  service,  has  gone  into  war  work. 

Jack  Braly,  fireman  first  class  who  has  been 
through  major  battles  in  the  Pacific  aboard 
a destroyer,  is  in  Denver  visiting  his  father, 
Hugh  Braly,  Paramount  district  manager. 
Jack,  who  wears  two  battle  stars,  is  on  a 21- 
day  furlough. 

Burglars  entered  the  Paramount  exchange 
through  a window,  knocked  the  knob  off  the 
safe,  and  after  failing  to  find  anything  of 
value  to  them,  strewed  papers  all  over  the  of- 
fice, giving  the  force  a headache  in  straight- 
ening them  out. 

William  Gehring,  western  division  sales 
manager,  and  Eddie  Collins,  his  assistant, 
spent  a day  with  the  local  20th-Fox  force  . . . 
Joe  Ashby,  PRC  franchise  holder  partner 
here,  went  to  St.  Louis  to  attend  a franchise 
holders’  meeting  . . . The  mother-in-law  of 
Clarence  Olson,  UA  manager,  is  in  a local 
hospital  seriously  ill. 

Show  Shop,  Glendale,  Is 
To  Be  Remodeled  Soon 

GLENDALE,  CALIF.— Grover  T.  Smith, 
owner  of  a chain  of  six  theatres  here  and  in 
suburban  Los  Angeles  said  he  intends  to  re- 
model and  refurnish  the  Show  Shop  Theatre 
here  which  he  recently  took  over  from  Sam 
McCord.  In  adding  the  70-seat  Show  Shop 
to  his  circuit  Smith  raised  the  total  seating 
capacity  of  his  chain  to  slightly  more  than 
4,000  persons. 


Music  Hall — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para);  Girl  Rush  (RKO)  170 

Orpheum — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 200 

Palomar — Army  Wives  (Mono);  Crazy  Knights 

(Mono),  plus  vaudeville  150 

Paramount — The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (FC); 
Young  in  Heart  130 


Utah-Filmed  "Singing"  Holds 
Spotlight  at  Salt  Lake  City 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Theatres  held  up  to  a 
satisfactory  high  with  the  Utah-made  “Can’t 
Help  Singing”  holding  the  spotlight  at  the 
Centre. 


Capitol — Dead  Man's  Eyes  (Univ);  Murder  in 

the  Blue  Room  (Univ)  150 

Centre — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  plus  Tex 

Ritter  in  person  175 

Lyric — Oklahoma  Raiders  (Univ),  plus  vaudeville. .200 

Rialto — Song  oi  the  Open  Road  (UA),  Black  Magic 

(Mono)  150 

State — Gangway  for  Tomorrow  (RKO) 125 

Studio — The  Keys  oi  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 125 

Uptown — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

2nd  wk 165 


Utah — Dark  Waters  (UA);  Three  Is  a Family  (UA)..150 
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" Scotch  Lights'  to  Loop 
As  Dimout  Makeshift 


Thieves  Pose  as  Fire 
Officials  to  Loot 

CHICAGO — In  the  wake  of  several  dis- 
astrous fires,  civil  authorities  have  been  con- 
ducting an  intensive  survey  of  all  hotels, 
amusement  places  and  so  on.  In  the  wake 
of  the  officials  has  come  a band  of  thieves 
posing  as  fire  inspectors  but  meanwhile 
lifting  fire  extinguishers  or  anything  else  not 
nailed  down.  Chief  John  Finn  of  the  fire 
prevention  bureau  warned  the  public  about 
the  sneak  thieves,  adding  that  there  is  a 
big  black  market  for  fire  extinguishers  so 
they  are  prize  loot. 

The  Majestic  at  Algoma 
Sold  to  Mitchell  Reinert 

MILWAUKEE— Sale  of  the  Majestic  Thea- 
tre in  Algoma  to  Mitchell  Reinert,  Sturgeon 
Bay,  has  been  announced  by  Louis  Hass- 
berg. 

Hassberg  had  operated  the  Majestic  more 
than  20  years,  building  it  up  from  a small 
part-time  theatre  to  a full-time  house.  Rei- 
nert announced  that  the  theatre  will  be 
operated  by  a son  Roger,  with  Hassberg  do- 
ing the  booking  for  several  months. 

The  Hassbergs,  started  in  the  theatre  busi- 
ness in  Illinois  34  years  ago,  and  moved  to 
Algoma  in  1923. 

PRC  Anniversary  Drive 
Plans  Set  in  Chicago 

CHICAGO — A five-week  drive,  starting 
March  1,  will  be  conducted  by  PRC  Pictures, 
marking  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  com- 
pany. In  Chicago  the  campaign  will  be 
given  further  emphasis  since  it  marks  the 
36th  anniversary  of  Henri  Elman,  local  PRC 
head,  in  show  business.  Local  exchange 
employes  have  signed  letters  to  exhibitors 
asking  for  playdates  during  the  campaign 
and  stressing  such  PRC  product  as  “The 
Town  Went  Wild,”  “Crime,  Inc.,”  “When 
the  Lights  Go  On  Again,”  “Bluebeard”  and 
“Strange  Illusion.” 

Priorities  May  Stymie 
Rebuilding  of  the  Joy 

CHESTER,  ILL. — War  priorities  and  regu- 
lations may  prevent  the  early  reconstruction 
of  the  Joy  Theatre,  a 500-seat  house,  owned 
by  Chester  Theatres,  Inc.,  and  controlled  by 
the  Farrar  and  Turner  interests,  which  was 
virtually  destroyed  by  a fire  January  16.  One 
factor  that  may  block  early  reconstruction  is 
that  the  same  owners  control  the  400-seat 
Gem  Theatre. 

Since  the  fire  the  owners  have  arranged  to 
transfer  the  bookings  of  the  Joy  to  the  Gem. 


Brother  in  D-Day  Film 

MILWAUKEE — Mrs.  Ole  Peterson  of  Green 
Bay,  whose  soldier-brother  has  been  overseas 
for  about  three  years,  reported  that  she 
recognized  him  while  viewing  a D-Day  scene 
in  the  coast  guard  film,  “Beachhead  to  Ber- 
lin,” shown  recently  at  the  Bay  Theatre,  un- 
der the  management  of  E.  R.  Brennan.  Her 
brother  is  Pvt.  Edwin  Walenski,  former  Olson 
Transportation  Co.,  truck  driver,  who  entered 
the  army  in  1941  and  went  overseas  in  1942. 
Walenski  is  a member  of  a tank  unit  in  the 
third  army. 


Censors  Scan  Big  Footage 

CHICAGO — The  police  motion  picture  cen- 
sor board  looked  at  237,000  feet  of  film, 
representing  70  pictures,  last  month  and 
made  four  minor  deletions,  no  rejections  and 
no  “adults  only”  decisions. 


NOW  REPORTED  DEAD— Lieut.  An- 
thony Kerasotes,  son  of  Gus  Kerasotes, 
head  of  a theatre  circuit  in  central  Illi- 
nois, is  now  reported  by  the  navy  de- 
partment as  dead.  Several  weeks  pre- 
viously he  was  reported  as  missing. 


James  Jovan  Heads  New 
Operating  Syndicate 

CHICAGO — A syndicate  headed  by  James 
Jovan,  Well-known  exhibitor  and  distributor 
of  Chicago,  will  operate  the  Monroe  The- 
atre in  the  loop  after  March  1.  This  an- 
nouncement came  from  Jovan,  who  added 
that  the  present  lessees  were  given  notice 
to  vacate  according  to  terms  of  the  new 
lease  to  his  syndicate. 

Jovan  denied  statements  from  the  east 
that  he  had  been  negotiating  with  Gold- 
wyn,  United  Artists  and  others  for  first 
run  product.  He  emphatically  denied  hav- 
ing ever  given  thought  to  making  such  deals. 

He  did  not  specify  what  product  would 
be  shown  when  his  company  assumes  opera- 
tion of  the  house. 

Ackerman  Buys  Another 
Indianapolis  Theatre 

INDIANAPOLIS — A1  Ackerman,  owner  of 
the  Tacoma  Theatre  here,  has  purchased  the 
local  Tuxedo  Theatre  and  plans  extensive 
remodeling  as  soon  as  materials  are  avail- 
able. In  announcing  the  purchase  Acker- 
man also  named  Larry  Jacobs,  manager  of 
the  Tacoma,  as  general  manager  of  his  new 
circuit. 

Anderson  Plans  to  Build 
New  De  Kalb  Theatre 

DE  KALB,  ILL. — The  Anderson  Theatre 
circuit  of  Morris,  111.,  recently  announced 
plans  to  construct  a de  luxe  theatre  here  to 
be  known  as  the  Moderne.  The  exterior  will 
be  brick,  glass  and  stone  and  the  interior  will 
be  constructed  along  “simple  but  comfortable” 
lines.  It  is  planned  to  equip  the  house  with 
new  pushback  seats. 


CHICAGO  — Theatres  and  cafes  are  re 
sorting  to  “Scotch  lights,”  one  step  ahead  o' 
nothing,  as  a means  of  meeting  the  current 
brownout.  The  B&K  Roosevelt,  the  State- 
Lake  and  others  already  have  put  the  lights 
to  work.  They  are  marquee  panels  of  very 
white  opaque  glass  over  which  huge  black 
letters  are  used.  The  visibility  is  about  two 
blocks  in  the  dark. 

But  with  or  without  Scotch  lights  or  any- 
thing else,  the  show  business  continued  good. 
In  many  instances  theatres  and  cafes 
browned  out  even  before  February  1 when 
the  ruling  went  into  effect.  B&K  and  other 
circuits  are  cooperating  100  per  cent,  using 
only  the  60  watts  allowed  for  lighting  thea- 
tre entrances.  Jack  Kirsch,  head  of  Allied, 
said  the  150  theatres  in  his  group  had  fallen 
into  line  at  once  and  Charles  Ryan,  zone 
manager  for  Warners  circuit,  said  that  WB 
theatres  had  been  browned  out  for  two 
weeks.  He  said  this  hadn’t  hurt  business  at 
all. 

There  were  holdouts  in  the  loop  last  Satur- 
day night  at  every  theatre  because  the  pub- 
lic evidently  determined  to  get  in  out  of  the 
dark. 

B&K  capitalized  on  the  brownout  by  get- 
ting a press  break  for  a hat,  concocted  by 
Helen  Bolstadt  of  the  publicity  department 
and  worn  by  Gloria  Stark,  currently  appear- 
ing at  the  Chicago  Theatre.  The  hat  was 
adorned  with  lighted  candles  but  was  fire- 
proofed. 

Theatres  Warned  Against 
Employment  of  Kids 

CHICAGO — Theatre  managers  are  being 
warned  by  the  division  of  women's  and 
children’s  employment  of  the  Illinois  depart- 
ment of  labor  against  hiring  children.  Nu- 
merous boys  and  girls  have  told  their  par- 
ents that  extra  money  found  in  their  pockets 
came  from  their  employment  in  theatres, 
at  candy  counters,  as  ushers  or  popcorn 
sellers.  Again,  boys  and  girls  are  reported 
to  have  stated  that  their  late  hours  were 
due  to  theatre  employment. 

Checking  the  situation,  following  com- 
plaints by  parents  and  in  line  with  the 
fight  on  juvenile  delinquency,  Mrs.  Jewell 

O.  Coleman  said  she  could  find  no  actual 
violations  of  the  child  labor  law  on  the  part 
of  the  theatres,  but  added  that  managers 
must  beware  of  violating  the  law  when,  des- 
perate for  help,  they  might  believe  a minor 
when  he  or  she  misrepresented  in  the 
matter  of  age.  Terms  under  which  minors, 
14  to  16  years  old,  may  be  employed  in 
Illinois  are  limited  to: 

1.  The  employer  must  have  on  file  an 
employment  certificate  issued  by  the  super- 
intendent of  schools. 

2.  Not  more  than  eight  hours  a day,  in- 
cluding the  time  required  to  attend  school. 

3.  Not  more  than  six  days  a week. 

4.  Between  the  hours  of  7 a.  m.  and 
7 p.  m. 


Unionists  See  Picture 

CHICAGO — “Native  Land,”  a film  drama- 
tization of  American  labor’s  fight  for  civil 
rights,  was  shown  as  the  first  of  a series 
of  films  sponsored  by  the  auto  workers  of 
the  CIO  and  printing  trade  unions  of  the 
AFofL.  The  screening  was  at  the  Inter- 
national Relations  Center. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


C 


75 


CHICAGO 


parmen  Cavallaro,  who  zoomed  to  fame  at 
^ the  Palmer  House’s  Empire  room,  made 
a hit  at  the  Chicago  Theatre  and  was  held 
over  a third  week  . . . Condolences  to  Archie 
Spencer,  B&K  booker,  whose  son-in-law, 
William  Spaulding  jr„  was  killed  when  a 
bomber  crashed  at  a landing  field  in  Ten- 
nessee . . . B&K  managers  are  receiving 
monthly  bulletins  from  the  National  Safety 
Council  while  B&K  biggies  are  conducting 
an  intensive  safety  drive,  not  only  in  re- 
gard to  fire  prevention,  but  things  in  gen- 
eral. 

Nate  Bernstein  has  returned  from  Florida 
and  says  the  Family  Theatre  in  Gary  which 
has  been  added  to  his  circuit,  has  been  re- 
furnished and  will  reopen  February  18  . . . 
James  H.  Baker  of  the  army  public  rela- 
tions department  is  here  to  help  20th-Fox 
exploit  “Winged  Victory,”  which  opens  in 
the  loop  February  26  . . . Ruben  Melcher, 
head  of  the  Popper’s  Supply  Co.,  was  in 
from  Kansas  City  for  a confab  with  local 
Poppers,  Lou  Price  and  Hank  Markbrite  . . . 
Fred  Joyce,  the  UA  exploiteer,  was  in  In- 
diana whooping  it  up  for  “Since  You  Went 
Away.” 

Irving  Mandel  returned  from  Miami  Beach 
with  a good  sun  tan  and  prepared  for  the 
Monogram  meeting  here  this  week  . . . Ben 
Kalmenson,  Warner  general  sales  manager, 
was  a visitor  en  route  to  the  west  coast 
. . . Janice  Schechter,  Warners  Theatres 
purchasing  department,  has  gone  to  Alex- 
andria, La.,  to  marry  Lieut.  Lester  Mehlman 
of  the  air  corps  . . . Lieut.  Comdr.  Wallace 
Beery  paused  here  briefly  last  week. 

Frank  Sinatra  is  singing  “You're  in  the 
Army  Now.”  He  passed  through  en  route 
to  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  face  his  draft  board. 


DEPENDABLE 

POPCORN 

AND 

POPCORN 

SUPPLIES 

Make  Your  Contracts  Now  and  Be 
Assured  of  the  Best  and  Safest  Acreage. 

We  have  delivered  our  contracts  100 
per  cent  every  year  and  our  “Diversi- 
fied Acreage  Plan"  will  protect  you 
against  shortages  in  case  of'  crop 
failures  or  prorations. 

Write  Today  for  Contract  and 
Full  Information 

BLEVINS  POPCORN  CO. 

Box  278 

NASHVILLE  2 ,jTENN. 


The  Voice  is  1A  . . . James  Jovan  of  Globe 
Film  Co.  is  running  back  and  forth  to  New 
York  because  of  his  “Behind  the  Enemy 
Lines”  which  Walter  Winchell  praised  in 
his  column  recently,  saying:  “This  is  not 
just  a motion  picture,  it  is  a historical 
document.  The  peacemakers  should  view  it 
three  times  a day.  Don’t  miss  this  film. 
Your  conscience  won’t  forget  it.”  Madeline 
Woods  wrote  the  commentary  for  the  pic- 
ture. 

Cpl.  Pete  Nicholas,  who  used  to  manage 
the  Thalia  and  Rex,  both  for  the  CVN  cir- 
cuit, writes  from  Camp  Wolters,  Tex.,  that 
he  certainly  enjoys  BOXOFFICE  with  all 
its  gossip  about  pals  he  made  during  his 
12  years  with  Van  Nomikos.  Pete  is  in 
charge  of  the  recreation  hall  at  camp  but 
expects  to  go  other  places  very  soon. 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica  announces  that 
E.  H.  Powell  has  been  named  president  of 
the  firm’s  film  division,  which  turns  out 
16mm  educational  shorts  . . . Benny  Fields 
opened  at  the  Rio  Cabana  February  9;  and 
on  the  same  day  Marva  Louis,  the  champ’s 
wife,  was  to  open  at  the  Downtown  The- 
atre . . . Friends  were  saddened  by  the 
death  of  Rudy  Heiberg,  former  assistant 
manager  for  Essaness  at  the  400  and  for 
RKO  at  the  Grand.  He  died  in  Hines  Hos- 
pital February  2. 

“The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  leads  for 
long  run  in  the  loop.  It  was  in  its  12th  week, 
with  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  run- 
ning second  with  a seven-week  stretch  and 
“The  Great  Mr.  Handel”  in  its  sixth  . . . 
Emil  Stern,  vice-president  of  Essaness,  was 
in  Springfield,  Mo.,  seeing  his  son,  Lieut. 
Arthur  Stern,  who  was  wounded  in  action 
and  is  in  Springfield  for  further  hospitali- 
zation. 

Bernard  H.  Mills,  general  sales  manager 
of  Equity  Films,  was  in  from  the  west  coast 
seeing  Herb  Ellisburg.  He  went  on  to  St. 
Louis  . . . Gene  Atkinson,  business  manager 
of  Local  110,  was  back  from  a Florida  va- 
cation . . . Charles  Ryan,  assistant  zone 
manager  for  Warner  Theatres,  reports  that 
the  March  of  Dimes  collections  in  19  WB 
theatres  was  close  to  $20,000. 

John  Allen  has  become  assistant  manager 
of  the  B&K  Uptown  and  James  Killy,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  B&K  Nortown  . . . 
Jules  Serkowich,  Columbia  publicist,  was 
off  to  Milwaukee  to  tub-thump,  and  B.  J. 
Lourie,  Columbia,  manager  here,  left  for 
New  York  for  a conference  . . . Bob  Hickey, 
RKO  praise  agent,  was  back  from  a tour 
of  St.  Louis  area.  Jim  Bikos  of  the  Roxy, 
Gary,  was  in  to  book  and  buy  on  the  Row. 

Jack  Benny  and  his  radio  troupers  will 
play  at  the  Gardiner  General  Hospital  and 
the  service  men’s  center  here  when  they 
come  out  this  way  for  their  broadcast  Sun- 
day from  the  naval  air  station  at  Glenview. 
“The  Fighting  Lady”  was  previewed  for 
the  press  and  civic  leaders  aboard  the  USS 
Sable  at  Navy  Pier  last  weekend  . . . Jack 
Flynn,  M-G-M  executive  was  in  Detroit  to 
address  a meeting  of  the  Variety  Club. 
Senator  Arthur  H.  Vandenberg  was  to  make 
the  keynote  talk,  which  will  be  broadcast 
over  130  stations  of  the  Blue  network  . . . 
Will  Galligan,  former  manager  of  H&E  Bala- 
ban  Commercial  Theatre,  has  been  named 
second  lieutenant  and  will  go  overseas  shortly. 

Ben  Katz,  LTniversal  publicist,  is  back  on 
the  job  after  a siege  in  the  hospital  . . . 
Bill  Briscoe,  RKO  Grand  manager,  is  hav- 
ing steaks  these  days  for  when  he  was  count- 
ing the  March  of  Dimes  collections  he 


found  48  red  ration  tokens  among  the  dimes 
. . . Gloria  Jean,  Universal  film  star,  signed 
autographs  for  a crowd  of  admirers  near 
her  own  age  when  she  changed  trains  on 
her  way  to  New  York  for  a personal  ap- 
pearance tour.  In  contrast  to  many  motion 
picture  stars,  she  handled  her  own  luggage. 

Chris  Christos,  formerly  of  the  CVN  cir- 
cuit, has  purchased  the  Jeff  Theatre  from 
the  Sam  Halper  estate  . . . Louis  Ramm, 
assistant  general  sales  manager  of  the  Equity 
Film  Exchange  of  Hollywood,  was  on  the 
Row  to  see  Saul  Goldman  of  Variety  Pic- 
tures, thence  east  on  business  . . . Alice 
Dubin,  PRC  booker,  will  visit  her  brother, 
Sgt.  Phillip  Dubin,  in  Atlanta,  and  then 
go  to  New  York  for  a vacation. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


An  intruder  who  made  an  attempt  to  es- 
cape from  his  hiding  place  caused  $300 
damage  to  a motion  picture  screen  in  the 
Oriental  Theatre  here.  He  ran  to  the  base- 
ment after  falling  from  the  rafters  above 
the  screen  and  was  found,  hiding  there  by 
the  police,  who  said  they  also  found  a 
screwdriver,  two  jimmy  bars,  a pair  of  brass 
knuckles  and  a flashlight  in  the  theatre. 
The  man  was  held  on  a charge  of  vagrancy. 

Motion  picture  producers  go  to  all  sorts 
of  trouble  to  see  that  everything  is  just  right 
when  they  make  a film.  But  local  theatre- 
goers say  the  producers  slipped  up  in  at 
least  one  detail  in  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis.” 
In  the  dinner  scene,  laid  in  the  year  1903, 
someone  prepares  a stalk  of  pascal  celery. 
It  just  happens,  that  “pascal”  celery  is  a 
development  of  the  last  few  years.  To  a 
celery  expert,  it  looked  a little  grotesque 
to  have  the  ultramodern  in  the  same  scene 
with  all  those  antiques. 

Carl  Silkebakken  of  the  St.  Louis  office 
of  the  army  motion  picture  service  was  a 
visitor  on  Filmrow.  It  was  his  first  con- 
tact with  local  film  exchanges  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Earl  Cunningham  returned  last  week 
from  a visit  to  New  York  . . . Local  ex- 
change managers  saw  “The  Fighting  Lady” 
at  a screening  January  29  at  the  Paramount 
preview  theatre. 

Trueman  Rembusch,  now  residing  in  Ari- 
zona, was  in  making  an  inspection  tour  of 
his  theatres  in  Indiana  . . . Val  Rosian, 
brother  of  Peter  Rosian,  Universal  district 
manager,  has  returned  to  Ft.  Benjamin  Har- 
rison after  enjoying  a furlough  in  New  York 
. . . A photograph  received  during  the 
week  by  Don  Hammer  of  Universal  sales 
force  shows  his  son,  Sgt.  Donald  L.  Ham- 
mer before  the  top  turret  guns  on  the  B17 
Flying  Fortress  “Luscious  Lady.”  He  is  a 
gunner.  He  has  been  awarded  an  Air  Medal. 

Sauntering  along  Filmrow:  Abe  Kaufman 
of  the  Fountain  Theatre,  Terre  Haute;  H.  G. 
Reckley,  Chateau,  Greencastle;  Ike  Sollers, 
Lyric,  Covington,  and  Roger  Wright,  Ma- 
drid, Akron,  Ind.  . . . W.  K.  Embleton,  Mono- 
gram’s new  salesman,  has  just  returned 
from  a trip  in  the  southern  territory  . . . 
Carl  Harthill,  Monogram  exchange  mana- 
ger, went  to  Chicago  to  attend  a sales  con- 
fab. 

Katherine  Pruitt  of'  the  Monogram  staff 
announces  her  engagement  to  Ensign  Rob- 
ert Maxwell.  The  wedding  will  take  place 
late  in  June  here  . . . Christena  Kettrop 
is  the  new  billing  clerk  at  RKO  . . . “Power 
Unlimited,”  No.  3,  of  the  RKO  This  Is 
America  series,  has  been  screened  several 
times  for  local  coal  merchants  . . . The 
brownout  is  doing  local  neighborhood  the- 
atres no  good.  Attendance  is  away  off  . . . 
Guy  Craig,  Columbia  manager,  spent  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  last  week  in  Chicago  on 
business. 
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Dimout  Doesn't  Hurt 
Milwaukee  Trade 

MILWAUKEE  — With  an  advance  trial 
brownout  in  force  dim  lights  did  not  cut 
boxoffice  receipts.  “To  Have  and  Have  Not,” 
at  the  Riverside,  coupled  with  acts  on  the 
stage,  hit  about  110.  All  other  houses  were 
average,  with  the  exception  of  the  Strand, 
where  two  reissues,  “Topper”  and  “The  Cow- 
boy and  the  Lady,”  garnered  about  95. 


(Average  is  100) 

Alhambra — Guest  in  the  House  (UA);  Abroad 

With  Two  Yanks  (UA),  2nd  wk 100 

Palace — Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para),  return 

engagement;  Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) 100 

Riverside — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  110 

Strand — Topper  (M-G-M),  The  Cowboy  and 

the  Lady  (FC),  reissues  95 

Warner — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Hi  Beautiful 

(Univ),  2nd  wk 100 

Wisconsin — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M); 
Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 100 


Brownout  and  Ice  Fail  to  Slow 
Grosses  at  Chicago  Theatres 

CHICAGO — The  brownout,  zero  weather, 
icy  sidewalks  and  intermittent  patter  of 
sleet  couldn’t  slow  show  business.  New  at- 
tractions and  the  old  ones  went  merrily  along 
last  week,  with  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom” 
the  outstanding  r +, traction.  Opening  at  the 
State-Lake,  the  fum  is  destined,  it  seems,  to 
top  “Bernadette”  and  perhaps  approximate 
“Going  My  Way,”  indicating  that  religious 
subjects  have  a strong  appeal  right  now. 
Another  outstanding  high  was  at  the  Chicago 
with  “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay”  plus 
the  popular  Carmen  Cavallero  and  his  band 
on  the  stage.  Clyde  Lucas  and  his  new  band 
on  the  Oriental  stage,  plus  “Eadie  Was  a 
Lady”  on  the  screen,  and  the  added  attrac- 
tion of  the  Irish  singer,  Phil  Regan,  local  fa- 
vorite, piled  up  a fine  gross.  “The  Princess 
and  the  Pirate”  at  the  Woods  and  “Holly- 
wood Canteen”  at  the  Roosevelt  are  still  in 
the  high  brackets.  Ann  Corio  and  Stepin 
Fetchit  on  the  stage  did  swell  at  the  Down- 
town. 


Apollo — Together  Again  (Col),  2nd  wk 110 

Chicago — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 
(Para),  plus  Carmen  Cavallero  and  band 

on  stage  135 

Downtown — Under  Western  Skies  (Univ),  plus 

Ann  Cario  and  Stepin  Fetchit  on  stage 115 

Garrick — Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para); 

Dark  Mountain  (Para),  3rd  wk 95 

Grand — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Enter  Arsene 

Lupin  (Univ),  3rd  loop  wk 100 

Oriental — Eadie  Was  a Lady  (Col),  plus  Clyde 

Lucas  and  band,  Phil  Regan  on  stage 125 

Palace — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO);  Falcon  in 

Hollywood  (RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

Roosevelt — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  4th  wk 115 

State-Lake — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox)._..130 
Studio— Ecstasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC), 

4th  wk 100 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  6th  wk 110 

Woods — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

11th  wk.^. 115 

World  Playhouse — The  Great  Mr.  Handel 

(Teitel),  6th  wk 105 


"Meet  Me  In  St.  Louis"  Goes  Big 
In  First  Week  at  Indianapolis 

INDIANAPOLIS  — Loew’s  showing  “Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis”  went  big  in  its  first  week, 
playing  to  full  houses  in  competition  to  the 
Lyric  showing  “To  Have  and  Have  Not.” 


Alamo — Saddle  Leather  Law  (Col);  Three 

Little  Sisters  (Rep)  90 

Circle — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox); 

Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep) 100 

Indiana — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 115 

Loew's — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 180 

Lyric — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ); 

The  Mummy's  Ghost  (Univ)  120 


A New  Boswell  Theatre 

BOSWELL,  IND. — A $50,000  theatre  called 
the  Boswell  was  opened  here  recently.  It  is 
owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Griffis,  for- 
mer operators  of  the  Dreamland  in  Fowler. 


CENTRAL  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Harry  E.  Miller  opened 
the  Idle  Hour,  Festus, 
Mo.,  in  1911,  in  part- 
nership with  George 
McKean  and  Frank 
Koetter  of  Festus. 
Soon  afterward  he 
purchased  McKean’s 
interest,  and  his 
father  bought  Koet- 
ter’s.  On  the  Idle 
Hour’s  25th  anniver- 
sary he  erected  the 
Miller,  a property  he 
still  retains.  A charter  member  of  the  Lions, 
he  was  secretary  of  that  club  nine  years.  He 
is  associated  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
a member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  a 
director  of  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  Eastern  Mis- 
souri and  Southern  Illinois. 


Mrs.  Frieda  Paul  was 

manager  of  the  Marvel 
at  Carlinville,  111.,  on 
its  opening  night  in 
1920.  Eight  years  later 
this  structure,  built  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul,  was 
totally  destroyed  by 
fire.  Reconstruction 
was  effected  immedi- 
ately, and  Mrs.  Paul 
and  her  husband  oper- 
ated the  house  until 
the  latter’s  death  in 
1937.  Mrs.  Paul  has  been’  affiliated  with  the 
Frisina  Amusement  Co.,  Springfield,  111.,  since 
1939.  She  is  chairlady  of  the  Women’s  Vol- 
unteer Committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  call 
on  the  next  of  kin  of  soldiers  killed  in 
action. 


John  P.  Adler  of 

Marshfield,  Wis.,  began 
a theatrical  career  at 
his  father’s  theatre  in 
1899  as  billboys  cap- 
tain. John  had  to  earn 
his  respective  promo- 
tions to  property  man, 
stage  carpenter,  bill- 
poster, etc.  In  1908  he 
leased  the  theatre  from 
his  father,  and  has 
been  a showman  ever 
since.  Today  he  man- 
ages seven  houses  in  Wisconsin.  He  serves 
on  a draft  board,  and  is  an  officer  of  the 
Industrial  Foundation,  a fourth  degree  KofC, 
an  Elk,  a member  of  Rotary  International 
and  is  president  of  ITO  of  Wisconsin  and 
Upper  Michigan. 

Steve  Bennis  first  set- 
tled in  Albion,  Mich., 
when  he  came  to  this 
country  from  Greece 
in  1901.  He  worked  in 
a confectionery  and 
went  to  night  school. 

In  1909  he  came  to 
Lincoln,  111.,  and 
opened  a combination 
confectionery  and  the- 
atre, located  behind 
the  confectionery,  seat- 
ing 200.  In  addition 
to  the  Lincoln  and  Grand,  Lincoln,  and  the 
Freeport,  Freeport,  111.,  he  now  operates  the 
Deer  Creek  coal  mine  in  Lincoln.  Son  Leo 
manages  both  Lincoln  houses,  and  another 
son,  Joe,  the  Freeport  house.  He  is  past 
president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Harry  G.  Baker  of  New 
Lisbon,  Wis.,  has  been 
a rural  mail  carrier 
since  1906.  He  had 
been  delivering  mail 
for  16  years  when  he 
decided  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  to  become 
an  exhibitor  as  a side- 
line. He  bought  a 
285-seat  house,  the 
Home  theatre.  He  has 
two  sons,  George,  who 
manages  the  theatre 
and  also  acts  as  projectionist,  and  Robert, 
captain  in  the  AAF,  now  stationed  abroad. 
When  Harry  is  not  working,  which  is  not 
often,  he  goes  in  for  his  favorite  sports, 
hunting  and  fishing.  Says  he  doesn't  have 
the  time  to  spare  for  exhibitor  organizations. 


The  first  step  in  Gus 
Kerasotes’  career  was 
to  overcome  the  lack 
of  confidence  in  the 
industry  possessed  by 
the  owner  of  the  build- 
ing Kerasotes  wanted 
to  lease  as  a site  for 
his  first  theatre.  “Just 
a passing  fancy,”  said 
the  landlord,  concern- 
ing the  industry  in 
1912.  Kerasotes  agreed 
to  open  a confection- 
ery if  the  theatre  failed.  Today  he  owns 
11  houses  in  Illinois.  He  is  a Shriner.  He 
lives  at  Springfield.  One  son,  George,  is  cir- 
cuit manager.  Four  other  sons  are  in  the 
service.  A sixth  son,  Anthony,  was  lost  at 
sea  while  in  the  service  of  his  country. 


Sam  Hallowell  entered 
the  business  in  1913  in 
Rantoul,  111.,  with  a 
partner,  Paul  Wyeth. 

A year  later  he  sold  out 
to  Wyeth  and  bought 
his  present  house,  the 
Scenic,  at  Assumption, 

111.  During  his  entire 
exhibiting  career,  Mrs. 

Hallowell  has  been  his 
cashier.  He  has  no 
children  of  his  own, 
but:  “I  have  taught 
several  boys  to  operate  the  Simplex  machines, 
and  today  I am  helping  the  sons  of  those 
boys  learn  the  business.”  He  participates  in 
the  4H  Club  activities  and  the  local  school 
affairs,  which  give  him  no  end  of  pleasure. 
Automobiles  are  his  hobby. 


In  1910  the  industry 
was  a challenge  to  all 
adventurous  men.  “I 
came  in  because  the 
business  was  exciting 
and  offered  many  op- 
portunities for  ad- 
vancement,” declares 
Noah  Bloomer  sr„  pres- 
ident of  the  Bloomer 
Amusement  Co.,  Belle- 
ville, 111.  Today,  35 
years  later,  his  chil- 
dren’s point  of  view  on 
the  same  subject  is  the  same.  His  sons, 
Frank,  Wesley  and  Tom  are  all  operators; 
another  son,  Cyril,  is  an  electrician,  and  his 
daughter  Irene  is  a cashier.  A fifth  son, 
Noah  jr.,  is  in  the  armed  forces.  Raising 
chickens  and  gardening  are  his  diversions. 
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TWTartin  George  Sattler,  who  was  manager  of 

1 the  Wisconsin  Theatre,  is  now  in  the 
navy.  Dan  Murray,  former  Fox  Marinette- 
Menomonie  district  manager,  is  replacing  him 
. . . What  National  Screen  bookkeeper  is 
Manning  Silverman  refusing  to  play  gin 
rummy  with?  And  why?  . . . William  L.  Ains- 
worth, Fond  du  Lac,  was  re-elected  treasurer 
of  Allied  States  at  Columbus  . . . Virginia 
Welles,  Wisconsin  University  lass,  keeps  Mad- 
ison on  the  map  with  an  appearance  in  Co- 
lumbia’s “Kiss  and  Tell.” 

Bob  Wagner,  poster  clerk  at  NSS,  is  leaving 
to  join  Paramount  here.  Replacing  him  at 
NSS  is  Kenneth  Martin  . . . Irv  Zinda,  who 
was  assistant  shipper  at  Paramount,  succeeds 
Johnny  Bartlet,  United  Artist  shipper,  who 
has  moved  up  to  booker  at  UA. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Mike  Lencione  of  the 
Hollywood  and  Lincoln,  Kenosha:  Harry  Day 
and  wife,  Town,  Darlington;  Ed  Rickaby, 
Tivoli,  Stephenson,  Mich.;  G.  Compton,  Wa- 
beno,  Wabeno;  W.  D.  Washburn,  Park,  Wau- 
toma;  Merton  D.  Miller.  May,  Mayville;  Frank 
Eckhardt,  Jefferson,  Jefferson;  Nick  John- 
son, Strand,  Manitowoc. 

Howard  Schneeweis,  who  was  assistant 
manager  of  the  Milwaukee  Theatre  before 
enlisting  in  the  marines,  is  now  assistant 
manager  of  the  Alhambra  following  a medical 
discharge.  He  saw  plenty  of  action  at  Bou- 
gainville and  other  “hot  spots”  in  the  Pacific 
during  20  months  of  service  . . . Eddie  Trinz, 
owner  of  the  Monroe  and  Clark  theatres,  Chi- 
cago, was  in  conferring  with  Art  Schmitz, 
RKO  manager.  He  called  on  several  other 
Row  executives,  including  Johnny  Mednikow, 
NSS  manager. 

Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  head  of  Fox  Wiscon- 
sin Amusement,  returned  from  Florida,  then 
left  immediately  for  a west  coast  meeting  of 
Fox  executives  . . . While  in  New  York  Louis 
Orlove  met  W.  R.  Ferguson,  Metro  exploita- 
tion head.  Before  leaving,  Orlove  became  so 
excited  he  smoked  50  cigars  in  one  day,  three 
of  which  exploded  in  his  face. 

That  manpower  problem  really  is  increas- 
ing at  local  theatres  . . . Ned  Depinet,  RKO 
president  and  general  manager,  is  due  here 
with  George  Dembow,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  National  Screen  Service,  Feb- 
ruary 24  to  attend  a Red  Cross  luncheon  with 
local  showmen  . . . Harry  Bosel,  former  Wis- 
consin Theatre  manager,  now  handles  iden- 
tical chores  at  the  Palace. 

Elva  Pubantz,  one  time  Fox  Wisconsin 
worker,  was  married  to  Sgt.  Bob  Toepfer  in 
Milwaukee.  Toepfer,  former  Milwaukee  Sen- 
tinel toiler,  has  completed  67  missions  as  a 
radio  operator  and  gunner  . . . Barney  Sher- 
man, Regal,  brought  his  family  to  the  Row 
while  booking. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor  — ^ 

THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A “character”  entered  the  Alhambra  The- 
atre and  approached  Manager  Johnny  Matis. 
“Look  here,  mister,”  said  he,  “that  guy  Irving 
Berlin  steals  his  stuff  from  me.”  “Yeah?” 
Matis  came  back.  “That’s  right,”  the  char- 
acter returned.  “All  the  characters  in  Berlin’s 
‘This  Is  the  Army’  were  lifted  from  a play  I 
wrote.  And,  mister,  you  help  me  sue  Berlin 
and  half  we  collect  is  yours.”  Only  the  great 
love  Matis  bears  for  Berlin  kept  him  from 
going  along  on  the  deal.  Yes,  the  “character” 
was  carted  off. 

Ray  Staub,  Riverside  artist,  shaved  his 
trick  mustache  in  error  the  other  day  . . . 
James  Coston,  Warner  Theatres  zone  mana- 
ger, was  in  for  a confab  with  local  executives 
. . . The  Alamo,  Pearl,  Mozart  left  the  pro- 
tective wing  of  Theatre  Service  . . . Mrs.  Wal- 
ter Krusienski,  Douglas,  Racine,  did  some 
booking  on  the  Row. 

Florence  Sindorf,  Elnora  Horn  and  Ann 
Buffington  of  the  RKO  office  were  lucky. 
They  saw  “Oklahoma.”  How  ducats  were  se- 
cured remains  the  top  “whodunit”  of  the 
Row  . . . Hugh  Flannery,  manager  of  the 
Orpheum,  Madison,  collected  a $100  war  bond 
as  third  prize  in  that  Metro  exploitation  con- 
test on  “An  American  Romance.” 

Nick  Coston,  Riverside  assistant  manager, 
is  temporarily  in  Louisville  at  the  National 
Theatre,  another  Standard  house,  on  a lend- 
lease  . . . Fox  Wisconsin  offices  in  the  Var- 
sity Bldg.,  received  a paint  job  . . . “Okla- 
homa” at  the  Davidson  pulled  plenty  at  the 
boxoffice  at  $4.20  top. 

Walter  Blaney,  RKO  office  manager,  re- 
ceived a huge  “serving  tray”  from  his  son 
Walter  jr.,  who  is  in  the  coast  guard.  The 
boys  wonder  what  Walter  sr.,  is  going  to 
serve,  and  when  . . . Will  Higgie,  operator 
of  the  Midget  Theatre,  changed  the  name  to 
the  Eighth  Street  Theatre.  Higgie  formerly 
was  on  the  Orpheum  circuit  with  a 26-gal 
chorus,  specializing  in  the  Russian  motif. 

Johnny  Matis,  president  of  the  Warner 
Club,  announces  the  club  valentine  party  will 
be  9 p.  m.  February  12  at  the  Top  Hat  ball- 
room . . . The  Milwaukee  contingent  at  that 
RKO  sales  meet  at  Land  o’  Lakes  King’s 
Gateway  Inn  were  Bob  Allen,  manager;  Ken- 
neth Seim,  office  manager;  Bill  Young,  Ed- 
die Krofta  and  N.  Provencher  of  the  sales 
force. 

Dave  Ross,  Metro  salesman,  left  for  a Cali- 
fornia vacation,  and  ended  up  in  Florida  . . . 
Raymond  Krasno,  former  Alhambra  assis- 
tant, may  be  pressed  into  theatre  business 
while  furloughing  here,  what  with  the  man- 
power shortage  . . . William  V.  Geehan,  as- 
sistant state  chairman  of  the  March  of 
Dimes  drive,  reported  at  least  $50,000  was 
expected  from  Milwaukee  County  theatres. 

Gypsy  Rose  Lee  was  booked  for  a week  at 
the  Riverside  starting  March  2 . . . What 
gang  went  to  the  Schlitz  Brown  Bottle  for  a 
“sausage  and  beer”  fest  on  a recent  Wednes- 
day . . . Donald  Weisfeldt,  son  of  the  River- 
side manager,  has  been  stationed  at  Truax 
Field,  Madison,  for  a time. 


MAKE  QoSA.  OF  MONEY  PLAYING 

WAHOO 


ODD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 


Three  Chicago  Teams 
Tie  for  Bowling  Lead 

CHICAGO — A three-way  tie  exists  for  the 
leadership  in  the  Chicago  Motion  Picture 
Bowling  League,  while  the  team  in  fourth 
place,  Monogram,  is  just  one  game  behind 
the  topnotchers.  It  all  came  about  when 
Monogram  took  Universal  for  three  games; 
Film  Chauffeurs  won  two  from  Republic  and 
Metro  copped  a pair  from  Warners. 

Metro  is  leader  in  the  three-game  total 
with  2,725,  followed  by  Republic  with  2,659. 
Individual  leaders  for  three-game  totals  are 
E.  Friedman  with  640  and  V.  Swanson  with 
623.  Republic  holds  team  high  for  a single 
game,  with  958;  Monogram  is  next  with  953. 
E.  Klass  holds  individual  high  for  a single 
game  with  249;  followed  by  H.  Jensen  with 
243. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won 

Lost 

Universal 

31 

26 

Metro  

31 

26 

Film  Chauffeurs  

31 

26 

Monoaram  

30 

27 

Republic  

28 

29 

Warners  

20 

37 

INDIVIDUAL  STANDINGS 

V.  Swanson  (FC) 

Jack  Kirsch  (Rep) 

C.  Stocketh  (Univ) 

E.  Klass  (FC)  

P.  Shoemaker  (M-G-M) 

F.  Hanzelin  (Univ) 

A.  Fischer  (M-G-M)  

C.  Keim  (M-G-M)  

Bill  Bishop  (M-G-M)  

E.  Friedman  (Univ) 


Avg. 


177 

177 

176 

175 

175 

174 

173 

172 

172 

172 


Milwaukee  Girl  Bowlers 


Set  Banquet  in  April 

MILWAUKEE— At  a meeting  of  the  Film- 
row  Bowling  League  it  was  announced  the 
club  banquet  will  be  held  April  25  at  the 
Milwaukee  Athletic  Club.  The  following  were 
chosen  for  the  committee;  Marion  Fiss, 
chairman;  Dorothy  Gruber,  Ann  Gapinski, 
Lois  Lewis,  Esther  Ohm,  Elaine  Skinner, 
Dorothy  Schultz. 

High  single  games  for  the  week  were  rolled 
by  Lee  Peffer  with  a 168,  followed  by  Wilma 
La  Barbera  with  a 166,  and  Marion  Fiss,  155. 

The  club's  newlywed,  Ann  Gapinski,  topped 
the  high  singles  again  with  417,  Lee  Peffer, 
410,  and  “Our  Gal  Fiss”  with  a 403. 

For  three-game  average  Tin  Pan  Alley  was 
on  top  with  1,057,  Screen  Snapshots,  1049, 
and  Gay  Sisters,  1,006.  The  Gay  Sisters  came 
out  on  top  for  high  single  games  with  386, 
followed  by  Screen  Snapshots  with  a 367  and 
Tin  Pan  Alley  with  374. 


Team — 

Sport  Chumpions 

Four  Lassies  

Aristo  Cats  

Screen  Snapshots 
Tin  Pan  Alley  — 

Angel  Pusses  

Alley  Kats  

Gay  Sisters  


Won 

....39 

....34 

....34 

...31 

....29 

....26 

...24 

...17 


Lost 

18 

23 

23 

26 

28 

31 

33 

40 


What  happened  to  the  Aristo  Cats?  They 
have  dropped  to  third  place  in  games  won 
and  lost.  Better  get  up  on  top  there  again, 
girls;  you  held  second  place  for  a mighty 
long  time.  Mary  Sanfelippo  is  still  high  with 
her  182  game.  Come  on,  girls,  try  and  beat 
it,  there  may  be  a little  prize  for  you  at  the 
end  of  the  season. 


Small  Fire  Extinguished 
In  Packed  Theatre 

CHICAGO— While  more  than  1,000  pa- 
trons, mostly  children,  watched  the  feature 
film  undisturbed,  a small  blaze  which  start- 
ed in  the  electric  hand  dryer  in  the  men’s 
lounge  of  the  Piccadilly  Theatre,  was  ex- 
tinguished February  3 by  firemen. 

The  blaze  was  believed  caused  by  paper 
and  matches  thrown  into  the  dryer  by 
pranksters.  Damages  were  estimated  at  $25. 
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Television  Is  Not  On  Way  But  Here, 
RKO  Executive  Tells  Ad  Men 


Theatre  Inspection 
Bill  Up  for  Action 

DES  MOINES — A bill  to  provide  annual 
fire  inspection  and  licensing  of  all  theatres 
using  nitrocellulose  or  combustible  film  has 
been  recommended  for  passage  by  the  police 
regulations  committee  and  put  on  the  house 
calendar  of  the  1945  Iowa  legislature. 

The  bill  would  require  theatres  to  secure  a 
license  from  the  state  fire  marshal  by  Oct.  1, 
1945,  and  annually  thereafter,  certifying  that 
inspection  has  taken  place.  Fee  for  both  li- 
cense and  inspection  would  be  $5  for  each 
theatre  having  less  than  800  seating  capacity 
and  $10  for  those  having  more. 

The  bill  also  calls  for  specific  seating  ar- 
rangements. No  row  could  contain  more 
than  15  seats  between  aisles,  and  where  there 
is  only  one  aisle,  no  row  could  contain  more 
than  seven  seats. 

Aisles  could  not  be  less  than  32  inches  in 
width.  Entrance  and  exit  openings  and  emer- 
gency exits  would  have  to  be  provided  at  a 
minimum  rate  of  30  inches  horiztonal  meas- 
urements for  each  150  seats.  Projection 
booths,  under  the  bill,  would  have  to  be  fire 
resistant,  with  all  newly  built  booths  equipped 
with  two  fire  resistive  doors.  No  person  un- 
der 18  years  of  age  would  be  permitted  to 
operate  a projector  using  combustible  film. 

Two  fire  extinguishers  would  have  to  be 
installed  in  every  booth. 

A fine  of  $100  dollars  or  30  days  in  jail 
would  be  penalty  for  violation  of  the  measure. 
The  fire  marshal  would  be  empowered  to  cut 
off  all  electric  current  from  theatres  where 
a violation  occurs. 

Provisions  of  the  act  would  not  apply  to 
churches,  school,  clubs  or  halls  where  moving 
picture  exhibitions  are  given  only  for  religious, 
benevolent  or  scientific  purposes.  In  such 
cases,  however,  permission  from  the  state  fire 
marshal  would  have  to  be  obtained. 

Sponsors  of  the  bill  said  it  had  been  pre- 
sented at  the  request  of  the  state  fire  mar- 
shal and  “is  strictly  a fire  prevention  and 
safety  measure  for  the  benefit  of  the  general 
public.” 

Dave  Nelson  New  Republic 
Manager  at  Des  Moines 

DES  MOINES — Nat  Steinberg,  new  district 
manager  for  Republic  in  this  territory,  and 
Dave  Nelson,  new  manager  of  the  local  Re- 
public exchange,  met  with  William  Feld,  re- 
tiring manager,  here  this  week.  Nelson  will 
take  over  his  duties  at  the  Des  Moines  of- 
fice in  a couple  of  weeks. 

Burton  Jerrel  Appointed 
Film  Advisor  to  WPB 

DES  MOINES — Burton  B.  Jerrel,  Iowa  mo- 
tion picture  producer,  has  been  appointed  a 
member  of  the  national  film  advisory  com- 
mittee which  meets  monthly  with  the  war 
production  board  to  discuss  problems  of  the 
motion  picture  board. 


Bill  Brimmer  Improving 

DES  MOINES — Bill  Brimmer,  Warner  Bros, 
salesman,  has  been  removed  from  Iowa 
Lutheran  Hospital  to  his  home,  where  he  is 
recuperating  from  an  attack  of  pneumonia. 
Brimmer  expects  to  return  to  work  about  the 
middle  of  February. 


Fred  Armington  East 

DES  MOINES — Fred  Armington,  office 
manager  of  the  M-G-M  exchange  here,  was 
in  New  York  last  week  for  his  annual  visit 
to  the  home  office. 


KANSAS  CITY — About  the  only  thing  the 
postwar  world  is  going  to  do  for  television 
is  to  spread  its  activities  over  the  entire 
nation  because  the  much  discussed  bugaboo 
of  the  entertainment  world  came  out  of  the 
laboratories  in  1939  and  is  already  a boom- 
ing affair. 

This,  in  effect,  was  the  assertion  of  Dick 
Hooper,  sales  promotion  executive  and  tele- 
vision producer  for  the  Radio  Corporation  of 
America,  in  an  address  before  the  Advertis- 
ing and  Sales  Executives  club  here  Feb.  5. 

“Right  now  there  are  nine  television  sta- 
tions in  the  country  and  every  night  in  the 
week  they  run  everything  from  grand  opera 
down  to  the  lousiest  corn,”  Hooper  said. 

He  remarked  that  people  constantly  ask 
him  what  effect  universal  television  will 
have  on  motion  picture  theatres  and  the 
newspaper  business. 

“Won’t  Hurt  Theatres” 

“It’s  not  going  to  hurt  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness particularly  because  we  can’t  give  you 
any  written  record  with  television,”  Hooper 
asserted.  “As  to  the  theatres,  it  won’t  bother 
them  and  will  probably  help  them  as  long 
as  people  like  to  get  out  and  mingle  with 
crowds.” 

He  pointed  out  that  present  day  screen 
trailers  actually  can  reach  only  the  motion 
picture  patrons  who  have  already  been  at- 
tracted to  the  theatres. 

“But  with  television  you  can  really  take 
that  trailer  right  into  the  home  and  you 
can’t  tell  me  that  people  who  never  go  to 
the  show  won’t  get  out  and  go  to  see  how 
a picture  turned  out  after  seeing  part  of 
it  on  their  television  sets,”  Hooper  said. 

To  bolster  his  contention  that  television 
will  not  wreck  theatre  business  he  remarked 
that  most  major  producers  already  have  ap- 
plied for  television  licenses  and  said  such 
present  stars  of  radio  as  Jack  Benny,  Ed 
Wynn.  Fred  Allen  and  Fibber  McGee  are 
gearing  their  shows  today  to  television 
broadcasting. 

Television  production,  however,  will  con- 


siderably alter  the  present  day  method  of 
recruiting  performers,  according  to  Hooper. 

“A  performer  can’t  be  ‘John’s  other  wife’ 
on  one  show  and  then  switch  over  to  ‘Dr. 
Kildare’s  secretary’  when  she  must  mem- 
orize her  parts,”  Hooper  said.  He  added 
that  much  of  the  acting  talent  probably 
will  be  recruited  from  little  theatres  and 
high  school  and  college  dramatic  classes 
when  television  spreads  over  the  nation. 

Hooper  said  television’s  biggest  possibility 
at  the  present  time  is  in  bringing  spot  news 
into  the  homes  of  America. 

Anything  Eye  Can  See 

“Television  today  can  bring  you  anything 
the  naked  eye  can  see,  whenever  we  can 
get  a camera  close  enough,”  Hooper  said. 
“And  with  long  range  lenses  we  can  get 
plenty  close.” 

Hooper  said  television  will  give  everybody 
who  has  a set  a seat  on  the  50 -yard  line 
at  football  games  and  commented,  “You  can 
sit  there  in  your  easy  chair  with  a scotch 
and  soda  in  one  hand  and  anything  else 
you  can  get  in  your  other  hand  and  see 
everything  that’s  going  on.” 

As  an  advertising  medium  Hooper  asserted 
that  television  already  has  proved  its  value 
and  he  predicted  it  would  soon  become 
a billion  dollar  industry  and  provide  four 
and  a half  million  jobs. 

He  said  RCA  is  presently  marketing  a 
television  set  for  $200  and  that  present 
television  images  are  “as  good  as  the  finest 
16mm  pictures  you  can  see.” 

Strong  Ad  Medium 

Color  in  television  will  not  come  for  years, 
according  to  Hooper,  and  he  likened  the 
present  stage  of  the  new  industry  to  the 
early  days  of  radio  and  motion  pictures. 

From  an  advertising  standpoint  Hooper 
said  television  would  enable  merchants  not 
only  to  describe  and  picture  such  items  as 
evening  gowns  and  fur  coats  but  “they  can 
even  take  the  very  swish  of  the  cloth  into 
the  home.” 


KAYCEE  RKO  FOLK  ARE  CONFIDENT— Personnel  of  the  RKO  exchange 
in  Kansas  City  gathered  for  a group  photograph  at  the  start  of  the  Ned  Depinet 
drive,  determined  that  their  office  would  be  placed  high  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
sales  contest. 

Left  to  right,  first  row:  Mary  Jean  Loutsenhizer,  Mary  Ann  Elliott,  Dorothy 
Moss,  Betty  Lou  Kelsey,  Mae  Ferguson,  Louise  Phillippi,  Sophie  Pappas,  Helen 
McNaron,  Frances  Stickle. 

Second  row:  Mayme  Wheeler,  Louella  Reams,  Esther  Coldwell,  Edith  Riser, 
George  Hertzog,  Nora  Bradley,  Irene  Taney;  third  row:  Gil  Canfield,  Winston 
Brown,  Johnny  Wangberg,  Bob  Ringler,  Earl  Dyson,  Gib  Jones;  top  row:  Paul  J. 
Back,  office  manager;  A.  A.  “Jack”  Renfro,  branch  manager. 
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Midwest  Showmen  Adapt  Readily 
T o Operation  Under  Brownout 


KANSAS  CITY — The  brownout  has  been 
universally  observed  by  theatres  in  this  area. 
According  to  reports,  there  have  been  no 
complaints  of  noncompliance  by  theatres  and 
few  appeals  have  been  made  to  local  WPB 
offices,  and  these  in  cases  having  peculiar 
circumstances.  One  appeal  was  filed  by  the 
Orpheum  where  several  steps  from  the  side- 
walk level  to  the  lobby  were  thought  to  be 
insufficiently  lighted  for  safety. 

The  president  of  the  Kansas  City  Safety 
Council  addressed  a letter  to  the  WPB  sug- 
gesting that  60  watts  did  not  provide  ade- 
quate light  for  safety  at  entrances  of  hotels 
and  theatres. 

Exhibitors  are  finding  ways  to  overcome 
handicaps,  and  keep  well  within  the  order. 
For  general  illumination  some  are  spacing  15 
or  20  watt  bulbs  to  a total  of  60,  over  the 
marquee’s  ceiling.  Others  are  substituting 
fluorescents  for  bulbs. 

At  the  Fiesta  Theatre  here  a fluorescent 
of  40  watts  capacity  was  hung  under  the 
marquee  because  it  has  higher  visibility  and 
illuminates  the  posters,  which  could  not  be 
read  easily  under  the  limited  bulb  lighting. 

Both  downtown  and  neighborhood  theatres 
are  often  the  only  establishments  having  any 
lights  in  their  blocks. 

One  anxiety  of  exhibitors  was  that  the 
public,  used  to  brilliantly-lighted  fronts, 
would  suppose  the  theatres  closed  or  fail  to 
be  attracted  with  lights  out.  Several  exhibi- 
tors declared,  however,  that  such  fear  is 
groundless;  people  know  where  the  theatre  is 
and  go  to  it  if  so  inclined. 

At  the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  the 
suggestion  was  made  that  fluorescents,  to  a 
total  wattage  within  60,  be  substituted  for 
bulbs  outside. 

Ed  Hartman,  manager  of  the  Ritz,  hustled 
to  a hardware  store,  bought  two  old-fash- 
ioned farm  lanterns,  obtained  coal  oil  and 
hung  the  lanterns  on  each  side  of  the  box- 
office.  They  give  a good  deal  of  light  and 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 

115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

CR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  OUi. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 

Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

Tom  Edwards,  President 
Geo.  W.  Baker,  Sec.-Treas. 

128  W.  18th  St. — Harrison  4825 


HAPPY  OVER  “FACIAL”— Russ  M. 
Bovim,  manager  of  Kansas  City’s  Loew’s 
Midland,  is  happy  about  the  completion 
of  an  inside  “facial”  on  the  theatre,  the 
first  in  13  years.  This  leaves  it  in  good 
shape  for  the  premiere  of  “National  Vel- 
vet.” The  Midland  is  one  of  five  the- 
atres in  the  United  States  selected  for  the 
premiere.  Another  reason  for  the  smile 
could  be  the  ten  dollar  bill  which  found 
its  way  into  the  March  of  Dimes  collec- 
tion. 


attract  an  enormous  amount  of  attention  and 
comment.  Three  15-watt  bulbs  in  the  mar- 
quee are  lit,  too. 

The  WPB  approved  normal  exterior  illumi- 
nation for  the  city  and  theatres  and  business 
houses  are  therefore  maintaining  the  usual 
lighting  in  Garden  City.  The  “go  ahead”  was 
given  because  the  current  for  lights  is  fur- 
nished by  a utility  that  uses  gas  as  fuel. 

The  Crystal  Theatre  at  Ellis,  Kas.,  one  of 
the  A.  F.  Baker  houses,  had  been  using  five 
fluorescents,  each  30  watts,  in  its  marquee. 
When  the  brownout  order  came,  three  were 
turned  off. 

J.  G.  “Glen”  Caldwell,  who  operates  the 
Princess  Theatre,  and  his  brother  W.  S.  Cald- 
well, with  National  Theatre  Supply,  held  a 
conference  on  theatre  illumination  under 
brownout  conditions,  and  suggested  the  use 
of  fluorescents  within  the  limit  outside — two 
30s  or  three  20s.  The  three  smaller  wattage 
lamps  had  certain  advantages,  they  said,  in 
that  two  could  be  arranged  vertically  or  hori- 
zontally on  each  side  of  the  marquee  and 
one  in  the  center. 

C.  C.  Rhodes  of  Buffalo,  Mo.,  turned  down 
exterior  lights  to  60  watts;  and  didn’t  worry. 
Near  the  center  of  the  New  Buffalo’s  mar- 
quee is  a street  lamp. 
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America's  finest  Screen  Game 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


Red  Cross  Gathering 
Is  Sei  for  Kaycee 

KANSAS  CITY — Organization  meeting  for 
theatre  participation  in  the  annual  Red  Cross 
War  Fund  campaign  will  be  held  at  the 
Muehlebach  Hotel,  Kansas  City,  on  Saturday, 
February  24. 

The  meeting  arrangements  are  in  the  hands 
of  William  Truog,  United  Artists,  distribution 
chairman  for  the  War  Activities  Committee 
in  this  area.  E.  C.  Rhoden,  WAC  chairman, 
will  preside. 

Since  the  burden  of  seeing  that  all  thea- 
tres are  pledged  to  take  part  in  the  cam- 
paign rests  largely  with  the  film  salesmen,  all 
branch  managers,  exchange  personnel  and 
film  salesmen  are  urged  to  be  present. 

Because  of  travel  restrictions  and  the 
Saturday  date,  exhibitor  representation  will 
be  limited  to  theatre  owners  and  managers  in 
Kansas  City  and- those  who  happen  to  be  in 
town,  as  well  as  circuit  heads. 

Francis  Harmon,  Carl  Leserman  and  Mar- 
tin Smith  will  be  the  chief  speakers  at  the 
meeting,  with  a returned  war  hero  who  has 
seen  the  Red  Cross  at  work  on  foreign  bat- 
tlefields, as  a feature  attraction. 

Pledges  for  participation  in  the  annual  Red 
Cross  campaign  were  mailed  out  direct  from 
New  York  headquarters  to  theatres  last  week, 
and  are  being  returned  to  the  local  chair- 
man at  a great  rate.  Where  pledges  are 
not  returned  within  a reasonable  time,  film 
salesmen  and  the  exhibitor  chairman  will 
follow  up  on  the  missing  theatres. 

There  is  urgent  need  for  getting  the  pledges 
in  at  once,  it  was  stated  at  the  WAC  exec- 
utive meeting  Monday,  so  that  trailers  and 
campaign  kits  can  be  forwarded  in  time  for 
the  campaign,  which  opens  in  theatres  on 
March  15,  unless  an  earlier  or  later  date  is 
requested  by  local  Red  Cross  campaign  com- 
mittees. 

Following  up  on  the  receipt  of  pledges,  all 
exhibitors  will  also  receive  complete,  concise 
instructions  on  the  conduct  of  the  campaign, 
it  was  stated. 


Exploiteers  in  "Trade" 

KANSAS  CITY — Jay  Frank,  district  ex- 
ploitation manager  for  20th -Fox  in  this  and 
the  St.  Louis  territory,  and  “Tommy” 
Thompson,  Chicago,  are  “trading”  districts. 
Thompson  formerly  covered  this  district 
and  Frank  used  to  have  the  Chicago  as- 
signment. 


To  Topline  Monty  and  Jeanne 

Twentieth-Fox’s  “Centennial  Summer,”  a 
technical  musical,  will  topline  Monty  Woolley 
and  Jeanne  Crain. 


Nebraska  Tired  of  War 
Time ; May  End  It 

Lincoln,  Neb. — A bill  was  tossed  into 
the  state  legislature  mill  here  last  week 
to  discard  war  time,  Washington’s  pur- 
ported electricity  saver,  and  return  to 
prewar  operation  of  clocks. 

Submitted  by  Senators  Ed  Schultz, 
Elgin,  and  Ernest  Raasch,  Norfolk,  the 
measure,  which  would  put  the  state  back 
an  hour  on  regular  time,  carried  an 
emergency  clause  to  become  effective  im- 
mediately on  passage. 

Reasons  for  the  suggested  change  are 
that  the  state  is  in  the  western  edge  of 
the  central  time  area;  that  farmers 
and  parents  object  to  their  children  go- 
ing off  to  school  in  the  dark  and  that 
little  electricity  is  saved  by  war  time. 
What  might  be  saved  in  the  evenings  is 
lost  in  the  dark  mornings,  they  say. 


80 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


Nebraska  Sales  Tax  MINNEAPOLIS 


Bill  lo  Legislature 

LINCOLN,  NEB.— The  “hottest  potato”  of 
the  Nebraska  legislature  session  was  dropped 
into  the  hopper  last  week  by  Senator  Ladd 
J.  Hubka  of  Beatrice,  Neb.,  in  the  form  of 
a bill  providing  a two  per  cent  sales  tax 
for  the  state. 

The  measure  would  impose  a two  per  cent 
levy  on  the  gross  receipts  from  sales  of 
tangible  personal  property  sold  at  retail 
to  consumers  or  users.  It  would  go  into 
effect  July  1. 

Of  the  revenue  obtained  from  the  tax, 
68  per  cent  would  go  to  the  state  temporary 
school  fund,  30  per  cent  to  the  assistance 
fund  and  two  per  cent  to  the  state  treas- 
urer for  administrative  costs. 

The  sales  tax  bill  as  introduced  was  similar 
in  substance  to  a proposal  made  earlier  by 
the  Nebraska  State  Grange  and  endorsed  by 
the  Nebraska  School  Boards  Ass’n. 

Farmers  whose  sales  of  products  do  not 
exceed  $100  a year  would  be  exempt  from 
the  tax.  Sales  not  in  excess  of  15  cents  also 
are  exempt.  Other  sales  not  subject  to  the 
tax  include: 

Services  of  transportation  firms,  sales  of 
property  used  for  public  works  under  a con- 
tract executed  before  July  1,  1945;  ticket 
sales  at  fairs  and  gross  receipts  of  educa- 
tional, religious  and  charitable  activities; 
motor  fuels  on  which  the  regular  gasoline 
tax  is  levied,  goods  on  which  a state  excise 
tax  equal  to  or  greater  than  two  per  cent 
has  been  collected;  and  sales  of  seeds,  ferti- 
lizers, live  stock,  poultry,  grain  and  hay 
used  in  the  production  of  agricultural  prod- 
ucts. 

The  act  specifically  provides  the  retailer 
shall  then  pass  the  tax,  whenever  possible, 
to  the  consumer.  Retailers  would  be  re- 
quired to  make  regular  reports  to  the  state 
tax  commissioner. 

Friedl  Reiterates  Stand 
Against  Double  Shows 

MINNEAPOLIS — Even  though  Twin  City 
independent  neighborhood  and  suburban  ex- 
hibitors have  been  going  in  for  double  fea- 
turing on  an  alarmingly  increasing  scale, 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  has  no  in- 
tention to  follow  suit  and  adopt  such  a pol- 
icy in  other  loop  houses  or  in  any  of  its 
neighborhood  situations,  according  to  John 
J.  Friedl,  president. 

“I  am  convinced  that  the  single  feature 
policy  to  which  we  have  been  adhering,  ex- 
cepting for  the  Aster,  Minneapolis  and 
Tower,  St.  Paul,  where  only  B pictures  are 
used,  is  by  far  our  best  bet  and  do  not  pro- 
pose to  deviate  from  it,”  said  Friedl.  “I  al- 
ways understood  that  other  exhibitors  in  this 
territory  felt  the  same  way  about  it.” 

Many  of  the  independent  neighborhood 
exhibitors  now  even  double  feature  on  Sun- 
day. A half  dozen  independent  neighborhood 
theatres  in  Minneapolis  advertised  duals 
last  Sunday. 

On  their  part,  independent  exhibitors  claim 
they’re  “driven”  to  double  features  because 
A pictures  so  frequently  are  unavailable  on 
account  of  the  numerous  loop  first  run  ex- 
tended engagements,  tying  up  product.  The 
B product  must  be  double  featured  for  best 
boxoffice  results,  according  to  the  leaders. 

Sunday  Shows  Win  First 
Minnesota  Balloting 

MOUNTAIN  LAKE,  MINN.— The  first  state 
election  on  Sunday  shows  was  held  here  and 
resulted  in  a victory  for  the  films.  The  vote 
was  451  to  356,  with  150  service  men  cast- 
ing their  ballots  by  mail.  Serving  of  beer 
also  was  approved. 


Arch  Zacherl,  veteran  Universal  salesman, 
■r*’  who  suffered  from  a heart  ailment,  is  still 
in  University  Hospital  . . . The  Edward 
Howe  who  was  rescued  from  the  Jap  prison 
camp  in  the  Philippines  is  not  the  son  of 
M.  D.  “Doc”  Howe,  20th-Fox  exploitation 
department  head  and  former  Minneapolitan. 
There  were  many  queries  at  20th-Fox  here 
to  ascertain  this.  “Doc”  Howe’s  son  is  a 
Japanese  prisoner,  but  in  Japan. 

Ben  Marcus,  Columbia  district  manager, 
will  be  here  for  the  invitation  tradeshow- 
ing of  “Song  to  Remember”  at  the  Granada 
Theatre  at  2:30  p.  m.  February  12.  The 
screening  will  be  followed  by  a cocktail 
party  at  the  Northwest  Variety  Club,  with 
Columbia  again  the  host. 

“Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  has  been  set  into 
the  Radio  City  and  “Winged  Victory”  into 
the  State  here  for  their  northwest  premieres. 
The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  made  a deal 
with  20th-Fox  for  the  pictures  for  the  en- 
tire circuit  . . . The  local  RKO  exchange 
led  the  entire  nation  the  first  week  of  the 
Ned  Depinet  drive. 

AI  Gross,  M-G-M  office  manager,  back  on 
the  job  after  a vacation  in  New  York  . . . 
Roy  Haines  and  Harry  Seed,  Warner  Bros, 
western  sales  and  district  manager,  respec- 
tively, here  briefly  to  address  a sales  meet- 
ing . . . Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox  drive 
manager,  due  here  next  week  . . . Bill  Muss- 
man,  Paramount  salesman,  ailing. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Guy  Thorne,  Sandstone,  Minn.; 
Walter  Nauer,  Moose  Lake,  Minn.;  Jack 
Heywood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.,  and  Don 
Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.  . . . Sgt. 
Charlie  Rubenstein,  independent  circuit 
owner,  home  on  furlough  from  Texas  and 
held  a reunion  with  his  brother,  Lieut.  Ar- 
nold Rubenstein,  air  corps  navigator,  here 
on  leave  after  completing  35  missions  over 
Germany. 

Northwest  Variety  Club  has  started  a pool 
to  guess  when  the  European  war  will  end. 
It  costs  members  $5  a chance.  The  one 
who  comes  closest  to  guessing  the  exact 


hour  and  date  wins  the  pot  less  25  per  cent 
which  goes  into  the  organization’s  charity 
fund  . . . The  Orpheum,  which  has  been 
doing  so  well  with  stage  shows,  has  Cab 
Calloway  currently  and  Henry  Busse  next 
week.  Manager  Bill  Sears  had  one  of  his 
biggest  weeks  with  “Spike”  Jones’  band. 

“Here  Come  the  WAVES”  not  only  has 
been  doing  sensational  business  in  Minne- 
apolis, but  also  in  St.  Paul  and  Duluth,  ac- 
cording to  Ben  Blotcky,  Paramount  mana- 
ger . . . There’ll  be  bingo  entertainment  and 
door  prizes  at  the  Northwest  Variety  Club 
Saturday  nights  during  the  balance  of  the 
winter,  Art  Anderson,  chief  barker,  an- 
nounces. The  season  starts  this  Saturday, 
the  10th. 

Norman  Pyle,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  leaves  for 
a home  office  conference  in  New  York.  He 
will  be  gone  a week. 

Frank  Mantzke,  former  Minneapolitan, 
stopped  over  en  route  to  the  west  coast  to 
take  over  the  post  of  Monogram  district  man- 
ager in  the  Seattle-Portland  territory.  He 
was  formerly  Universal  branch  manager  here 
and  resigned  from  a similar  post  in  Milwau- 
kee to  make  the  new  connection. 

Lieut.  Mel  Turner,  former  M-G-M  booker 
and  son  of  George  Turner,  veteran  M-G-M 
salesman,  recently  commissioned  in  the  in- 
fantry, reporting  to  Camp  Maxey,  Tex.,  after 
a furlough  here. 

Tells  Brownout  Police: 

"Go  to  — Keeps  Neon 

MINNEAPOLIS — No  Minneapolis  theatre 
has  been  reported  among  the  many  vio- 
lators of  the  government’s  ordered  partial 
blackout  during  the  first  several  nights.  One 
smaller  night  club  told  police  ordering  him 
to  extinguish  his  front  neon  lights  to  “go 
to  hell  with  your  orders.”  However,  he  will 
have  a chance  to  change  his  mind  after  re- 
ceiving the  formal  WPB  notice.  He  may  be 
fined,  although  the  range  of  such  a fine 
hasn’t  been  determined  yet,  according  to 
the  officials. 


CHOICE 

IOWA  POPCORN 

Immediate  Delivery 


LARGE  SOUTH  AMERICAN  OR  PEARL  VARIETY 
DRIED  TO  14%  MOISTURE  WHEN  BAGGED 


From  5 Bags  LCL  to  800-Bag  Carload 


MIDWEST  POPCORN  CO. 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

370  Saunders  Kennedy  Bldg.  Phone:  Jackson  7539 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


81 


Fun  and  Good  Fellowship  Displace 
Business  at  Paramount  Party 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 

KANSAS  CITY — "By  all  counts  the  great- 
est meeting  we’ve  held  on  our  present  tour,” 
said  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  referring  to  Para- 
mount Pictures’  “get-together”  with  Kansas 
City  area  exhibitors  in  Hotel  Muehlebach 
here  early  this  week. 

On  Monday  Reagan  conducted  a sales 
meeting  with  branch  managers,  salesmen 
and  head  bookers  from  the  Kansas  City,  St. 
Louis  and  Des  Moines  exchanges.  Tuesday 
at  noon  the  company  hosted  a cocktail  party 
and  luncheon  at  the  Muehlebach,  attended 
by  circuit  heads  and  independents  from  the 
area.  At  its  conclusion,  and  also  on  Wednes- 
day, Reagan  and  his  party  held  additional 
interviews  with  midwest  showmen,  display- 
ing a cooperative  attitude  in  solving  some 
of  the  problems  that  arise  in  both  distribu- 
tion and  exhibition. 

In  Swing  Over  Country 

Accompanying  Reagan  on  the  swing  over 
the  country  were  J.  J.  Donohue,  central  di- 
vision manager;  George  A.  Smith,  western 
division  manager;  R.  M.  Gillham,  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  director,  and  Claude  Lee, 
director  of  public  relations. 

Kansas  City  was  the  third  stop  of  the  home 
office  party,  the  first  and  second  having 
been  held  at  San  Francisco  and  Denver,  re- 
spectively. From  here  the  executives  went 
to  Dallas  to  inaugurate  meetings  in  the 
company’s  central  division,  which  will  in- 
clude sessions  in  Chicago  and  Cleveland. 

Beginning  shortly  after  noon  and  lasting 
for  several  hours,  the  cocktail-luncheon  af- 
fair on  Tuesday  was  sparked  by  talks  from 
the  executives  having  nothing  to  do  with 
buying  and  booking,  but  hinged  on  better 
relations  and  good  fellowship.  Lee’s  droll 
stories  had  the  guests  in  an  uproar  at  one 
time  during  the  festive  affair. 

Those  in  Attendance 

In  attendance  at  the  luncheon  in  addition 
to  those  mentioned: 

Ralph  C.  LiBeau,  Jim  Castle,  Andy  Anderson,  Bob 
Carnie,  Joe  Stark,  Earl  Ogan,  Jim  States,  Arthur  H. 
Cole,  R.  M.  Copeland,  Albert  Lies,  all  of  Paramount, 
Kansas  City. 

M.  Schweitzer,  A G.  Leonard,  L,  V.  Kuttnauer, 


Harold  Wise,  Joe  Howard,  Reuben  Rosenblatt,  Para- 
mount at  Si.  Louis. 

Bill  Curry,  E.  P.  Sandblom,  P.  W.  Robbins,  Jim 
Foley,  H.  R,  Hamburg,  Paramount  at  Des  Moines. 

E.  E.  Jamesorr,  Friendly  Theatres;  O.  K.  Mason, 
Commonwealth;  Harold  Harris,  Griffith  circuit; 
George  Baker,  Baker  Enterprises;  Senn  Lawler, 
FMW;  Ed  Durwood,  Durwood-Dubinsky  circuit;  Jerry 
Zigmond,  Newman  Theatre;  Clarence  Schultz,  Com- 
monwealth; R.  R.  Biechele;  Jack  F.  Truitt;  Bob  Shel- 
don, Commonwealth;  J.  J.  Long,  FMW;  Leon  Rob- 
ertson, FMW;  Edd  J.  Haas,  FMW. 

Tom  Edwards,  Eldon,  Mo.;  Harry  Warren,  Central 
States,  Des  Moines;  J.  A.  Becker,  Independence,  Mo. 

"Doc"  Hartley,  Kansas  City  Star;  Earl  Horton, 
Variety;  Ben  Shlyen  and  A.  Jules  Benedic,  BOX- 
OFFICE. 


MAC  Aids  War  Exhibit 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  believes  in  aiding  worthy  causes 
even  when  they’re  opposition.  In  its  news- 
paper ad  display  space  for  its  theatres  it 
has  been  urging  the  public  to  see  the  “Army 
at  War  Art  Exhibit.”  The  exhibit  was  being 
shown  at  the  Minneapolis  Art  Institute  and 
admission  was  free. 


V.  R.  Bertram  at  Chief 

RED  WING,  MINN.— V.  R.  Bertram,  a 
pioneer  showman  who  has  spent  the  past  19 
years  in  various  theatrical  posts  in  the 
south,  has  been  named  manager  of  the  Chief 
Theatre  here. 


Sam  Epstein  Home  Now 

OMAHA  — Sam  Epstein  of  the  Epstein 
Theatres  is  recovering  from  an  automobile 
accident  in  which  his  car  overturned.  He 
now  is  recuperating  at  home  from  an  in- 
jured back  after  five  days  in  the  hospital. 


Spiers  to  Chicago  Meet 

DES  MOINES — Ed  Spiers,  manager  of  the 
Monogram  exchange  here,  will  attend  a sales 
meeting  in  Chicago  on  February  6. 


Takes  Over  Theatre 

CLINTON,  MO.— Richard  Phillips  of  St. 
Louis  has  taken  over  management  of  the 
Uptown  Theatre  here. 


DES  MOINES 

T^Trs.  C.  S.  Hoffman,  exhibitor  at  Knoxville, 
celebrated  a birthday  last  week.  Among 
the  many  cards  she  received  was  one  without 
a name  . . . Lou  Levy,  Universal’s  manager, 
seems  quite  pleased  that  Mrs.  Hoffman  should 
be  so  worried  as  to  the  identity  of  her  un- 
known wellwisher.  Lou,  by  the  way,  wishes 
to  assure  all  his  friends  that  he  is  quite  alive 
these  days.  The  death  notice  of  one  Louis 
Levy  appeared  in  the  local  newspapers  last 
week,  and  Maxine  was  kept  busy  answering 
phone  calls  at  Universal,  and  receiving  con- 
dolences. 

Twylla  Wells,  Universal,  had  the  best  birth- 
day present  of  all  last  week  when  she  re- 
ceived a congratulatory  cablegram  from  a 
soldier  friend  in  France  . . . Elmer  Tilton, 
Warner  manager,  journeyed  to  Davenport 
last  weekend  to  see  his  daughter  Shirley  . . . 
Ruby  Zelcher  was  ill  two  days,  but  is  back  at 
her  desk  now  . . . Mary  Owen,  Warner  biller, 
also  was  absent  one  day  last  week  . . . Gwen 
Helverson,  Columbia  inspector,  was  another 
Filmrower  on  the  sick  list. 

Irene  Adair,  wife  of  Cpl.  Neil  Adair,  former 
Warner  booker,  is  leaving  February  22  to 
make  her  future  home  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
where  she  has  accepted  a position  in  the  ad- 
vertising department  of  the  G.  Fox  and  Co. 
Mrs.  Adair,  who  has  been  advertising  man- 
ager at  Younkers  department  store  here,  is 
being  honored  at  many  farewell  parties. 

Mel  Newman,  Universal's  new  booker,  went 
home  to  Omaha  last  weekend  to  bring  back 
his  car.  Just  ten  miles  of  driving  on  Iowa’s 
icy  roads  changed  Mel’s  mind.  He  took  the 
car  back  to  Omaha,  and  the  train  back  to 
Des  Moines  . . . Florence  Paschall,  RKO  in- 
spector, is  back  at  her  job  after  an  extended 
illness. 

Martha  Pearce  of  Film  Classics,  was  ill  with 
a cold  last  week  . . . They  say  it  was  quite 
a sight  to  see  June  Douglas  out  shoveling 
the  walks  in  front  of  Republic.  No  wonder 
June  keeps  that  slim  figure  while  Earl  Meyers 
tends  to  get  a little  pudgy. 

A new  employe  at  Paramount  is  Roberta 
Thomas,  contract  clerk  . . . Booker  Ed  Tru- 
slow’s  wife  Jean  is  coaching  the  YMCA  girls 
basketball  team  this  season,  and  a member  of 
that  team  is  Betty  Fearing  of  Paramount’s 
office  staff  . . . Ann  Groves  of  Paramount  is 
proud  of  her  nephew,  Tc/5  Edward  R.  Waf- 
ful  of  Fort  Dodge.  Ed  is  a member  of  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  L.  Bradley’s  army  and  has  been 
awarded  a bronze  star  for  heroism  during  the 
Leyte  campaign.  A medical  aid  man,  he  is 
the  son  of  Ann’s  sister,  Mrs.  Helen  Cum- 
mings. 

M-G-M’s  student  booker,  Forrest  Bear, 
was  sworn  into  the  navy  last  week  . . . Mar- 
garet Rawson,  Manager  Kennedy’s  secretary, 
is  back  from  her  week’s  vacation  . . . Jack 
McGough,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  was  stranded 
at  Boxholm,  Iowa,  last  week  when  his  car 
refused  to  go.  Bill  Marcheno,  checking  super- 
visor, towed  Mac  to  Des  Moines,  in  the  fast- 
est, bumpiest,  65-mile  drive  the  latter  ever 
had  . . . Several  Des  Moines  persons  were 
amused  at  the  marquee  out  in  West  Des 
Moines  last  week.  It  read  “Take  It  or  Leave 
It — Up  in  Mabel’s  Room”! 

Visitors  along  the  Row:  Don  Gran,  Sioux 
Rapids;  Mrs.  C.S.  Hoffman,  Knoxville;  M.  L. 
Dixon,  Mt.  Pleasant;  Nate  Rosenthal,  Water- 
loo, and  James  Yiannias,  Dubuque. 


Ritz,  De  Smet,  Repaired 

DE  SMET,  S.  D. — The  Ritz  Theatre  here 
is  being  remodeled  and  redecorated  but  per- 
formances are  continuing  on  schedule  ac- 
cording to  Harlyn  Seeley,  operator. 


“ROMANCE”  PRIZE  AWARDED  TO  GOULD — As  a reward  for  placing  fourth 
in  M-G-M’s  48-state  exploitation  competition  on  “An  American  Romance” 
Arnold  Gould  (right),  manager  of  Durwood-Dubinsky’s  Capitol  Theatre,  Jeffer- 
son City,  received  a $50  war  bond.  The  bond  is  being  presented  by  Forrest 
Smith,  state  auditor,  while,  Bernie  Evens  (left),  Metro  exploiteer,  looks  on. 
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Variety  Club  Opens 
A Speaking  Series 

MINNEAPOLIS— Chief  Barker  Art  Ander- 
son of  the  Northwest  Variety  Club  has 
launched  a series  of  dinner  meetings  in  the 
clubrooms  with  prominent  and  outstanding 
speakers.  First  on  the  list  was  Henry  Hof- 
finger,  regional  educational  supervisor  of 
Schenley  Distillers,  who  spoke  on  the  sub- 
ject of  “Alcohol  in  War  and  Peace.” 

In  announcing  the  meetings,  Anderson 
said:  “We  want  to  make  these  meetings  out- 
standing in  character — not  only  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  speakers  we  will  present  to 
you,  but  also  in  attendance.  We  do  not  want 
to  ask  people  to  come  and  speak  to  us,  and 
then  talk  to  empty  chairs.  Inasmuch  as 
these  meetings  will  be  confined  to  one  a 
month,  we  feel  it  will  be  of  great  interest 
for  the  social  activities  and  educational  ad- 
vantages of  the  club  members,  as  well  as  the 
interest  we  should  have  in  topics  of  the 
day.  In  consideration  of  the  arrangements 
we  are  making,  we  will  appreciate  it  if  you 
will  make  every  effort  to  attend  these  meet- 
ings.” 

Iowa  Sales  Tax  Returns 
Attain  a Record  Peak 

DES  MOINES  — Iowa’s  1944  Christmas 
shopping  spree  was  credited  last  week  with 
boosting  sales  tax  returns  for  the  quarter 
ended  December  31  to  a record  peak,  an  esti- 
mated $6,738,212.  Indicated  sales  for  the 
three-month  period  were  $336,910,600. 

M.  L.  Abrahamson,  cashier  of  the  state  tax 
commission  who  made  the  estimate  on  the 
basis  of  incomplete  returns,  said  the  three- 
month  take  would  exceed  the  previous  high 
(for  the  period  ended  September  30),  by  at 
least  $651,957. 

The  cashier’s  estimate  of  the  December 
quarter  would  bring  collections  for  the  en- 
tire year  to  $23,651,000,  the  highest  annual 
total  on  record.  The  previous  high,  set  in 
1943,  was  $21,014,727. 

Since  a two  per  cent  sales  tax  is  collected, 
this  would  indicate  a retail  business  exceed- 
ing $1,182,550,000  in  Iowa  last  year. 

Iowa  Girl  8th  in  National 
Bathing  Beauty  Event 

DES  MOINES — An  Iowa  girl,  Mary  Alice 
Ziegler,  won  eighth  place  in  the  national 
bathing  beauty  contest  sponsored  by  M-G-M 
in  promoting  “Bathing  Beauty”  last  summer 
and  fall. 

The  16-year-old  Fort  Dodge  High  School 
girl  was  awarded  a $25  war  bond,  and  was 
among  the  ten  first  place  winners  to  receive 
a bathing  suit. 

Judges  of  the  contest  were  Arthur  William 
Brown,  Russell  Patterson,  Earl  Wilson  and 
George  Frazier. 


Harry  Savereide 

THE  MIDWEST  THEATRE  BROKER 

Theatre  Brokerage  Exclusively 
1850  Logan  Avenue,  Waterloo,  Iowa 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 

"Where  Filmrow 
Friends  Meet" 

HORKY’S  CAFE  gg  Si's 


MIDWEST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Theatres,  restaurants, 
and  real  estate — these 
are  some  of  Bennie 
Berger’s  business  ac- 
tivities. He  bought  his 
first  theatre,  the 
Strand,  Grand  Forks, 
N.  D.,  in  1921.  Today 
he  operates  11  houses 
in  Minnesota  and  Wis- 
consin. Berger  is  past 
president  of  the  Allied 
Theatre  Owners  Ass’n 
of  the  Northwest:  sec- 
retary and  board  member  of  Variety  Club  in 
Twin  Cities,  president  of  the  Zionist  organi- 
zation in  Minneapolis.  He  holds  no  public  of- 
fice at  present,  because,  he  points  out,  his 
theatre  and  realty  holdings  allow  him  no 
time.  Lawrence  attends  the  U.  of  Minn. 


After  13  years  in  legiti- 
mate show  business, 

Henry  J.  Hower  en- 
tered the  industry  in 
1923.  He  has  had  the- 
atres in  Omaha,  Neb., 

Esterville,  Iowa,  and 
at  present  operates  the 
State  and  Grand  the- 
atres in  Worthington, 

Minn.  His  son,  Robert, 
is  in  the  army;  his 
daughter,  Gay,  man- 
ages the  theatres  when 
Hower  is  spending  his  time  in  Miami  pur- 
suing big  game  fish.  Despite  his  keen  in- 
terest in  angling,  he  keeps  in  constant  touch 
with  the  industry.  He  is  a member  of  the 
KofC,  but  is  not  affiliated  with  any  ex- 
hibitor organization. 

Clarence  W.  Kaake 
built  his  first  theatre, 
the  Doric,  at  Duluth, 
Minn.,  in  1920.  In  1937 
he  erected  the  West 
Theatre  at  Duluth.  At 
present  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Doric, 
West  and  Star — all  in 
Duluth.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  on  the 
board  of  management 
of  the  YMCA.  He  be- 
longs also  to  Rotary,  Duluth  Athletic  Club, 
Vermillion  Club,  West  Duluth  Business  Men’s 
Club,  West  End  Business  Men’s  Club,  Merid- 
ian Club  and  the  Moose;  and  is  a director  of 
the  Ridgeview  Golf  Club.  His  hobbies  are 
hunting,  fishing  and  golf. 

Charles  E.  Lyons  en- 
tered the  film  busi- 
ness at  Devil’s  Lake, 

N.  D„  in  1911.  He  built 
a theatre  in  Aitkin, 

Minn.,  in  1918.  At 
present  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Rialto 
Theatre  at  Aitkin.  He 
holds  no  public  office, 
but  is  interested  in  civ- 
ic affairs,  taking  part 
in  all  public  functions. 

He  belongs  to  the 
Lions  and  is  also  a member  of  Allied.  When 
he  can  find  time,  there  is  nothing  he  enjoys 
more  than  a hunting  or  fishing  trip.  His  son, 
Kenneth,  is  in  training  for  special  duty  with 
the  United  States  army.  He  declines  the  op- 
portunity of  being  quoted  by  the  press. 


In  association  with  the 
Boom  family,  John  B. 
DuRand,  in  1909,  en- 
tered the  film  business 
as  a one-third  partner. 
Three  partners  still 
operate  the  Lyric,  El- 
lendale,  N.  D.,  as  a 
joint  venture.  DuRand 
remembers  how  a 
week’s  show  was  re- 
ceived in  one  can.  The 
exchange  furnished 
advertising  gratis,  and 
sent  music  and  slides  for  a song.  Two  of  his 
sons  are  in  service,  a third  is  a projectionist. 
DuRand  was  postmaster  ten  years.  A mem- 
ber of  the  Ellendale  Advertising  Ass’n,  he 
hunts  and  fishes  for  relaxation,  and  thinks 
exhibition  is  a fascinating  profession. 


Before  N.  C.  Rice  en- 
tered theatre  business 
he  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  real  es- 
tate. In  1924  it  be- 
came obvious  to  him 
that  Algona,  Iowa, 
needed  a theatre,  and 
he  leased  the  Call.  He 
has  been  operating  the 
house  ever  since,  and 
also  owns  the  Iowa,  in 
the  same  town.  He  is 
a Rotarian  and  is  on 
of  the  ITO  of  Iowa.  At  present  he  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  Central  States  Theatres  in 
the  operation  of  his  two  houses,  the  Call  and 
Iowa.  Rice  is  interested  in  dogs  and  all  stray 
dogs  seem  to  recognize  him  as  friend.  Daugh- 
ter Mary  Janice  lives  in  Grosse  Pointe,  Mich. 

Henry  E.  Richfield 

started  out  on  his  the- 
atrical career  in  1910 
at  Mandan,  N.  D.  He 
has  been  active  in 
show  business  ever 

since  then  having 
operated  various  the- 
atres at  a number  of 
spots  over  the  west  and 
midwest.  Richfield  is 
currently  operating  the 
Iowa  Theatre  in 

Bloomfield,  Iowa.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Elks  and 

Masons,  as  well  as  with  the  Allied  Exhibitors 
of  Iowa.  His  daughter’s  husband  is  an  ensign 
serving  in  the  navy.  Richfield’s  hobbies  are 
hunting  and  fishing. 

Michael  C.  Roskopf 
bought  the  Lyric  The- 
atre at  Marshalltown, 

Iowa,  in  1911,  operated 
it  for  one  year  and 
then  sold  it.  He  then 
built  the  Casino,  a 750- 
seat  house,  the  de  luxe 
theatre  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  1940  he  erect- 
ed the  Odeori,  an  800- 
seater,  considered  to 
be  one  of  the  finest 
theatres  in  the  state  of 
Iowa.  He  is  president  of  the  Lions,  and  a 
member  of  20th  Century  Club,  Elks,  Eagles, 
Elmwood  Country  Club  and  Chatham  Club. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  is  an  ardent  golfer  and  has  traveled  in 
24  countries. 
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LJazel  Andersen,  the  M-G-M  office  man- 
ager who  claims  she’s  never  had  gambling 
luck  before,  hit  the  jackpot  in  a big  bingo 
game  at  Chez  Paree  Saturday  night  to  the 
tune  of  some  600  shekels.  It’ll  not  go  into 
her  stocking,  she  says,  but  into  the  bank 
savings  account.  First,  of  course,  there  were 
certain  deductions,  like  a round  or  two  for 
her  friends  of  the  evening. 

Mike  Comer,  Monogram  branch  manager, 
and  Sol  Francis,  home  office  representative, 
are  in  Chicago  on  business  . . . About  a dozen 
20th-Fox  coworkers  were  on  hand  to  see 
Betty  Rhodes  in  a Community  Playhouse 
mystery  . . . F.  A.  Van  Husen  is  en  route  east 
on  a buying  trip  for  Western  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co. 

Roy  Mundin,  Lake  Andes,  S.  D.,  exhibitor, 
en  route  from  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Des 
Moines,  stopped  off  here  before  returning  to 
his  home  . . . Rose  Robinson  is  the  new 
Monogram  cashier,  succeeding  Betty  Starr 
. . . William  Youngclaus,  Grand  Island  ex- 
hibitor, his  wife  and  son  were  in  Omaha  last 
week,  while  Youngclaus  visited  a local 
physician. 

Sid  McArdle,  United  Artists  office  man- 
ager, and  Mrs.  McArdle  have  added  another 
baby  girl  to  the  family  . . . Ralph  Blank,  Ad- 
miral Theatre  owner,  is  back  from  Califor- 
nia trip  . . . D.  V.  McLucas,  United  Artists 
branch  manager,  had  a card  from  Lieut. 
Monte  Davis,  former  BOXOFFICE  corre- 
spondent, from  a west  coast  jumping  off 
place. 

Slim  Frasier,  Havelock  exhibitor  who  re- 
cently had  a fire  at  his  theatre,  was  in  town 
to  buy  a booth  table  and  automatic  rewinder 
from  Western  Theatre  Supply  Co.  . . . Other 
company  sales  included  new  sound  for  Wade 
Manchester,  Dow  City,  la.,  exhibitor;  new 
RCA  sound  for  A.  J.  Chantry,  Osceola. 

Jack  Connor,  M-G-M  exploiteer.  was  ex- 
pected to  leave  the  hospital  this  week.  He 
will  spend  considerable  time  at  home  re- 
cuperating before  returning  to  work  . . . 


OMAHA — The  place  to  discover  potential 
4Fs  is  not  at  induction  centers,  but  at  the 
boxoffice  centers  for  advance  roadshows,  in 
the  opinion  of  Margaret  Tiernan,  who  has 
handled  more  important  advance  sales  than 
anyone  else  in  town.  It  is  the  desire  of  most 
every  patron  to  try  to  get  a better  seat,  ex- 
plained Miss  Tiernan  who  knows  about  every 
alibi  and  phony  excuse  devised  by  show- 
going eager  beavers. 

Pausing  in  her  work  of  handling  the  ad- 
vance sale  for  the  “Mikado”  at  the  Omaha 
Theatre,  Miss  Tiernan,  commented: 

Picks  Letter  at  Random 

“Now  here’s  a letter,”  she  said,  pulling  one 
out  at  random.  “I  don’t  know  who  it’s  from 
but  I’ll  bet  he  or  she  simply  can’t  hear  from 
more  than  five  feet  from  the  stage.  Let’s 
see.” 

After  glancing  through  the  letter  she  ex- 
posed its  contents.  The  writer  explained 
that  he  could  not  distinguish  sounds  more 
than  25  feet  from  the  point  of  origin  and 
would  Miss  Tiernan  kindly  see  that  he  got 
the  closest  seat  for  his  price  bracket.  It 
seems  that  injury  in  childhood  cut  the 
sharpness  of  his  auditory  nerve,  or  some- 
thing. There  was  something  about  bad  eyes, 
too. 

“You  never  saw  so  many  physically  dis- 
abled people  in  your  life,”  she  said.  “They 


Beth  Wilson  is  the  new  booker’s  stenographer 
at  Metro  . . . Marian  Wallace,  20th-Fox  as- 
sistant contract  clerk,  spent  the  weekend  at 
Genoa. 

Carroll  Piper,  recently  discharged  from  the 
army,  is  the  new  assistant  manager  at  the 
Brandeis  Theatre  . . . W.  E.  Reed  of  the  Na- 
tional Carbon  Co.,  Kansas  City  division,  was 
an  Omaha  visitor  . . . Henry  Goldberg,  Para- 
mount auditor,  leaves  Omaha  this  week  for 
St.  Louis  after  a two  and  one-half -month 
stay. 

Mrs.  J.  Robert  Hoff,  daughter  of  Robert 
Ballantyne  of  the  Scott-Ballantyne  Co.,  is 
home  with  her  father  for  a stay  until  her 
husband,  a naval  lieutenant,  finds  housing 
accommodations  at  his  new  post  at  Camp 
Perry,  Va.  Bob  explains  he  hopes  the  stay 
won’t  be  too  short  because  “granddad  and 
grandson  have  quite  a bit  of  unfinished 
business  to  attend  to.” 

Phil  Lannon,  West  Point  exhibitor,  has  his 
son  home  on  leave  . . . Margaret  Wilkerson  is 
the  new  cashier  at  the  Scott-Ballantyne  Co. 
. . . Fraxrk  Hannon,  Warners  branch  man- 
ager, who  got  out  on  the  road  again  last  week, 
reports  business  picking  up  all  around  the 
circuit  . . . Ras  Anderson,  Paramount  ship- 
per, reports  his  wife  underwent  an  operation. 

The  Paramount  sales  staff  and  Booker  Bill 
Haarmann  returned  this  week  from  their 
Denver  parley.  Bill,  it  turns  out,  won  the 
poker  king  title.  Branch  Manager  Jesse  Mc- 
Bride reveals  his  two-year  unlucky  cycle  is 
still  on. 

The  Scott-Ballantyne  Co.  sold  new  Royal 
Soundmaster  sound  equipment  to  J.  Schweid- 
elson  of  the  Cass  Theatre  here  and  Francis 
Pace,  Malvern,  Iowa,  exhibitor  ...  At  sev- 
eral small  towns  Sunday,  “Since  You  Went 
Away”  business  has  exceeded  the  marks  set 
by  “Stage  Door  Canteen”  during  its  entire 
runs  at  those  theatres. 

An  acute  shortage  of  male  actors  at  the 
Community  Playhouse  has  forced  several 


can’t  hear  or  see.  All  I need  now  is  2,000 
seats  in  this  theatre,  all  of  them  in  the  fifth 
row  on  the  center  aisle. 

“There  was  a man  last  year  who  used  to 
write  for  seats  when  the  sale  opened.  He 
emphasized  that  due  to  a peculiarity  in  his 
physical  structure,  he  had  to  have  a seat 
which  would  permit  him  to  extend  his  right 
foot  into  the  aisle.  He  didn’t  say  how  many 
people  he  was  likely  to  trip  up  that  way,  so 
I gave  him  the  seat  on  the  left  side  of  the 
aisle  and  for  all  I know,  he  made  a dozen 
people  stumble  over  his  foot. 

Want  to  Look  at  Girls 

“They  try  everything.  One  man  wrote  that 
he  wanted  to  get  in  the  first  row  because 
he  thought  a relative  of  his  was  in  the  show 
and  he  wanted  to  find  her.  He  wanted  to 
get  a good  close  look  at  the  girls  all  right 
but  I don’t  think  any  of  them  were  relatives. 
You’ll  find  that’s  true  of  musical  shows.  The 
middle-aged  men  want  to  get  the  seat: 
closest  to  the  stage.  Remember  when  they 
used  to  call  the  first  row  ‘bald-headed  row?’ 
They  weren’t  so  far  off  at  that.” 

Frequently,  Miss  Tiernan  recalls,  when  a 
patron  sees  there  are  a lot  of  nice  looking 
girls  in  the  show,  he’ll  come  back  and 
want  to  know  if  he  can  get  his  seat  changed. 

“Yes,”  she  concludes,  “you  never  saw  so 
many  cripples.” 


switches  in  programs  . . . Lucille  M.  Woods 
of  Omaha  is  seen  in  a scene  from  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES”  at  the  Omaha  Theatre 
. . . Lieut.  Comdr.  Dwight  Long,  who  took 
those  shots  of  “Fighting  Lady”  and  who  ap- 
peared here  at  Ad-Sell  in  1942,  was  encour- 
aged in  his  work  by  Omahan  John  Kenne- 
beck,  who  then  was  in  Australia. 

Eddie  Gilmartin  of  the  Chermot  ballroom 
met  the  brownout  headon.  He  got  several 
old-fashioned  oil  lanterns  and  hung  them 
from  the  canopy  of  the  Chermot  to  replace 
the  banned  neon  sign. 

Visitors  along  the  Row  included:  Joy  Jen- 
sen and  daughter,  Anthon,  Iowa;  Harry 
Lankhorst,  Hawarden,  Iowa;  Phil  Lannon, 
West  Point;  Carl  Johnson,  Red  Oak,  Iowa; 
Herman  Fields,  Clarinda,  Iowa;  Henry  Sag- 
gau,  Dennison,  Iowa. 

Harold  Johnson,  Universal  branch  man- 
ager, walked  into  his  office  Monday  with  a 
stiff,  bandaged  neck,  following  a minor 
operation.  Johnson  said  the  knife  work  on  his 
neck  would  keep  him  in  town  for  the  week, 
but  not  off  the  job  . . . Sid  McArdle,  United 
Artists  office  manager,  missed  work  Monday 
due  to  the  flu. 

A Resident  Theatre  Co. 
Formed  at  Kansas  City 

JEFFERSON  CITY— The  Resident  The- 
atre Production  Co.  of  Kansas  City  was 
incorporated  here  with  500  shares  of  no  par 
value  stock.  It  is  authorized  to  purchase, 
produce  or  otherwise  acquire  any  stage  or 
moving  picture  plays  or  interest  therein. 

The  company  is  authorized  not  only  to 
produce  for  the  stage  but  also  for  motion 
pictures,  television,  radio  or  any  kindred  en- 
deavor or  effort. 

Incorporators  were:  Zor  Gershon,  Kansas 
City,  10  shares;  Harry  I.  Schwimmer,  Mis- 
sion, Kas.,  nine  shares,  and  Pauline  Schwim- 
mer, Mission,  Kas.,  one  share.  Schwimmer 
is  attorney  for  the  company  with  offices 
at  1250  Dierks  Bldg.,  Kansas  City. 

Reissue  Demand  Growing, 
Says  E.  L Goldhammer 

MINNEAPOLIS — Here  en  route  to  the  west 
coast,  E.  L.  Goldhammer,  Film  Classics’  vice- 
president  and  general  sales  manager,  former 
localite,  said  that  with  the  declining  Holly- 
wood production  the  demand  for  the  reissues 
being  distributed  by  his  company  is  growing 
by  leaps  and  bounds. 

Joe  Wolf,  branch  manager  here,  just  back 
from  the  St.  Louis  meeting  of  Film  Classics’ 
franchise  holders  and  branch  heads  and 
elected  a member  of  the  committee  organized 
there  to  handle  problems  pertaining  to  the 
company’s  distribution,  conferred  with  Gold- 
hammer. 

Pioneer  Circuit  Holds  First 
Annual  Meet  in  Omaha 

OMAHA— The  Pioneer  Theatre  Corp.  held 
its  annual  meeting  this  week,  the  first  time 
in  Omaha.  Meetings  were  scheduled  for 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  at  the  Fontenelle 
Hotel.  Managers  from  ten  towns  gathered 
with  Harry  and  Herman  Fields  and  Don 
Smith  as  hosts.  Branch  managers  from 
Filmrow  were  to  attend  a special  luncheon 
Wednesday  noon. 


At  District  Meeting 

DES  MOINES— Attending  the  Paramount 
district  meeting  in  Kansas  City  of  February 
5-6  were:  Harry  Hamburg,  local  manager; 
Bill  Curry,  Pearl  Robbins  and  Ed  Sandblom, 
salesmen,  and  Jim  Foley,  booking  manager. 


"Cripples"  Crowd  the  Boxoffice 


82-B 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


First  Radio  City  Dual 


Theatres  in  Kaycee  Exchange  Area 
Hit  Big  Mark  in  the  Sixth  Loan 


Minneapolis  High 

MINNEAPOLIS — “Here  Come  the  WAVES” 
was  the  outstanding  newcomer  last  week. 
Tied  up  with  “The  Fighting  Lady”  for  the 
first  dual  bill  to  play  Radio  City,  it  was 
a boxoffice  smash  and  held  over.  The  sec- 
ond week  of  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  at  the 
State  also  was  a humdinger  and  the  at- 
traction remained  a third  week.  “Main  Street 
After  Dark”  boosted  trade  at  the  Gopher. 
“I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  “Experiment  Perilous” 
and  “Sign  of  the  Cross,”  all  holdovers,  con- 
tinued to  do  well. 

(Average  is  100) 

Aster — Tahiti  Nights  (Col); 

The  Jade  Mask  (Mono)  110 

Century — Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para),  reissue, 

2nd  wk 100 

Gopher — Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M) 120 

Lyric — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  3rd  wk 100 

Orpheum — Guest  in  the  House  (UA). .100 

Radio  City — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para); 

The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox)  175 

State — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 140 

World — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  3rd  wk... 100 

"St.  Louis"  Retains  Lead  But  "Keys" 

Is  Close  Kansas  City  Second 

KANSAS  CITY — Business  was  pretty  good 
in  all  theatres.  At  the  Midland  “Meet  Me 
In  St.  Louis”  still  kept  the  lines  long  and 
persistent  in  spite  of  the  chilling  weather, 
the  second  week  of  which  was  almost  as  good 
as  the  first  week’s  excellent  boxoffice.  “To 
Have  and  Have  Not”  continued  to  attract 
big  crowds  at  the  Newman  in  its  third  week. 
At  the  Orpheum  “The  Conspirators’*  played 
to  good  houses  all  week,  but  some  of  the 
credit  goes  to  the  plus  picture,  “Nevada,” 
which  pleased  the  less  cosmopolitan  part  of 
the  audiences.  The  Esquire,  Uptown  and 
Fairway  with  the  long  anticipated  “The  Keys 
of  the  Kingdom”  had  wonderful  response  in 
all  three  theatres.  The  Tower  with  two  pic- 
tures, “I  Accuse  My  Parents”  and  “Babes 
on  Swing  Street,”  plus  a new  stage  show 
had  an  above-average  week. 

Esquire — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 170 

Fairway — Same  as  Esquire ...175 

Midland — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk...l84 
Newman — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk  . 140 
Orpheum — The  Conspirators  (WB); 

Nevada  (RKO)  150 

Tower — I Accuse  My  Parents  (PRC);  Babes  on 

Swing  Street  (Univ),  plus  stage  show 110 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire 160 


Brownout  Darkens  Omaha  Trade; 
"Keys"  Week's  Best  Grosser 

OMAHA  — The  new  brownout  order 
smacked  show  business — on  the  boom  since 
the  start  of  the  year — right  between  the  eyes. 
It  was  as  Pinky  Mcllvaine,  Brandeis  Theatre 
floor  manager  put  it,  “After  the  brownout 
went  into  effect  it  was  as  if  we  had  shut  the 
doors  at  night.”  “Woman  in  the  Window” 
and  “Tahiti  Nights”  which  went  great  guns 
in  their  opening  week  at  the  Brandeis  Thea- 
tre slumped  well  below  par  in  the  second. 

The  best  of  the  meager  week  was  “Keys  of 
the  Kingdom”  at  the  Paramount  Theatre.  The 
weather  was  colder  with  icy  streets  and  side- 
walks hindering  both  auto  travel  and  walking. 
Brandeis — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

2nd  wk.,-  Tahiti  Nights  (Col)  75 

Omaha — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  after  wk. 

at  the  Paramount;  Dancing  in  Manhattan  (Col). .105 
Orpheum — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ);  The 

Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 95 

Paramount — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) .110 

State — The  Big  Show-Off  (Rep);  I Was  Faithful 

Town — Hour  Before  the  Dawn  (Para);  Atlantic 
City  (Rep),  split  with  Code  of  the  Prairie 
(Rep);  My  Buddy  (Rep);  Reckless  Age  (Univ)....  95 

"WAVES"  Is  the  Biggest  Drawing 
Card  Among  Des  Moines  Films 

DES  MOINES— “Here  Come  the  WAVES” 
was  the  biggest  drawing  card  among  down- 
town A houses  here  last  week.  It  was  at  the 
Des  Moines  Theatre  and  will  move  over  to  the 
Paramount  for  a second  week.  “The  Climax” 


Columbia  Otters  Song 
On  Share  Deal  Only 

Minneapolis — Announcement  that  Co- 
lumbia’s “A  Song  to  Remember”  will  be 
sold  to  “all  accounts,”  including  Twin 
City  independent  exhibitors,  only  on  per- 
centage, hits  the  latter,  bitter  foes  of 
such  a policy,  another  hard  blow.  It 
will  mark  the  first  time  that  Columbia 
ever  has  refused  to  give  the  Twin  City 
independent  buyer  a choice  of  percentage 
of  a flat  figure. 

Columbia  thus  joins  M-G-M,  Para- 
mount, 20th-Fox  and  RKO  in  coming 
out  with  percentage  pictures. 

Inauguration  Notes 

At  Omaha  Meeting 

(Held  over  from  last  week  because  of  lack  of  space.) 

OMAHA— Sidelights  of  the  annual  inaugu- 
ration ball  held  Saturday  night  (27)  at  the 
Paxton  Hotel  for  members  and  friends  of 
the  Variety  Club  here:  Frank  Hannon,  gen- 
eral chairman  for  the  evening,  was  at  the 
door  with  a wide  smile  and  a warm  hand- 
shake. Leon  Mendelson  was  in  for  back 
slaps  for  a good  ticket  selling  job.  J.  G. 
Kemptgen  arranged  the  seating. 

The  fried  chicken  was  the  equal  of  last 
year’s.  Jesse  McBride  was  still  wrestling  with 
his  last  drumstick  when  he  was  called  for 
the  inauguration  ceremony.  Joe  Scott  failed 
to  heed  a call  of  “Here,  boy,  here,  boy,”  when 
he  was  wanted  on  another  occasion. 

Travel  conditions  held  down  the  out-of- 
town  guest  list.  But  Mrs.  Ann  Schreiber 
and  Norman  Olsen  of  Wisner  were  present; 
Mayer  Monsky,  Universal  branch  manager 
at  Denver,  came  in,  and  Morris  Friedman 
made  it  across  the  river  from  Council  Bluffs. 

Mrs.  Mike  Comer,  wife  of  the  Monogram 
manager  who  is  still  living  at  Des  Moines, 
came  in  on  Friday  for  the  event.  Regina 
Molseed,  20th-Fox  office  manager,  was  the 
ticket  checker.  Hazel  Andersen,  M-G-M 
office  manager,  was  stunning  in  a black 
outfit.  Esther  Granville,  Monogram  booker- 
office  manager,  looked  pert  in  white.  Jake 
Rachman  represented  the  local  press. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norm  Nielsen  were  the  RKO 
representatives.  Dancing  followed  the  big 
dinner.  The  group  wouldn’t  have  missed 
far  if  it  had  sung  happy  birthday  to  Leon 
Mendelson  and  Ike  Rubin.  Iz  Wiener  didn’t 
forget  his  cigar.  Bill  Wink,  who  put  his 
ball  tickets  in  his  overcoat  pocket,  wondered 
during  the  rush  if  he  would  ever  get  them 
back  in  time  to  get  in  on  the  dinner.  West- 
ern Theatre  Supply  Co.  was  out  in  force — 
Frank  Van  Husen,  Ernest  Eppley  and  Jack 
Ziegler. 


and  “Crime  by  Night”  filled  the  double  bill  at 
the  Paramount,  and  drew  slightly  below  aver- 
age crowds.  Rita  Hayworth  in  “Tonight  and 
Every  Night”  at  the  Orpheum,  with  Jack 
London’s  “Alaska,”  did  average  business. 

Des  Moines — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 105 


Oipheum — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col); 

Alaska  (Mono)  100 

Paramount — The  Climax  (Univ);  Crime  by 
Night  (WB)  95 


To  "Holiday  in  Mexico"  Cast 

Ilona  Massey,  Jose  Iturbi,  Xavier  Cugat 
and  Jane  Powell  are  set  for  the  cast  of  Metro’s 
“Holiday  in  Mexico.” 


KANSAS  CITY — War  bond  sales  credited 
to  theatres  in  the  local  exchange  area  in  the 
Sixth  War  Loan,  which  closed  December  31, 
totaled  $9,098,542,  it  was  announced  at  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  WAC  executive  group 
this  week. 

This  total  is  in  excess  of  the  Fifth  War 
Loan  figure,  E.  C.  Rhoden,  chairman,  an- 
nounced, and  does  not  include  company 
purchases  which  in  most  communities  were 
listed  in  the  commerce  and  industry  group. 

“Cooperation  in  this  loan  was  the  best  to 
date,”  Rhoden’s  report  said,  “and  the  only 
thing  wrong  with  this  report  is  the  fact  that 
it  took  more  than  a month  to  get  the  figures 
together.  In  several  instances,  branch  man- 
agers had  to  write  exhibitors  to  get  a report 
on  bond  premieres.  This  should  not  have  to 
be  done.  Some  of  these  ‘hard  to  get’  reports 
were  amazingly  good.  A theatre  owner  or 
manager  should  be  proud  to  put  his  good 
works  into  the  record.” 

Independent  exhibitors  in  Kansas,  chair- 
manned  by  H.  E.  Jameyson,  Wichita,  account- 
ed for  $2,417,564  in  sales.  The  Common- 
wealth, Griffith  and  Midwest  circuit  thea- 
tres operating  in  Kansas  turned  in  $3,~ 
424,872. 

Western  Missouri  independents,  about  half 
the  Kansas  group  in  number,  reported  sales 
totaling  $1,387,666,  and  the  circuits  turned  in 
$1,868,400. 

Theatres  Urged  to  Run 
Constitution  Trailers 

KANSAS  CITY — Western  Missouri  theatre 
owners  are  cooperating  almost  100  per  cent 
in  the  request  of  the  Missouri  committee  for 
the  new  constitution  in  publicizing  the  special 
election  on  February  27,  when  voters  will 
choose  between  the  new  constitution  and  the 
old  one  now  in  use. 

Tom  Edwards,  president,  and  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatre 
Ass’n,  have  sent  out  a bulletin  urging  co- 
operation in  showing  a trailer  designed  to  get 
out  the  vote. 

No  partisan  issues  are  involved,  and  the 
new  charter  has  the  endorsement  of  both  po- 
litical parties,  all  labor  leaders,  business 
groups,  civic,  educational  and  welfare  or- 
ganizations. Theatre  men  themselves,  of 
course,  are  urged  to  vote  “for”  the  new  con- 
stitution as  a matter  of  good  business. 

McLucas  Pleads  for  Early 
Return  of  Cross  Pledges 

OMAHA  — Don  V.  McLucas,  new  WAC 
chairman  for  this  area,  this  week  issued  an 
appeal  to  all  exhibitors  to  sign  their  Red 
Cross  pledges  and  send  them  in  immediately. 
As  pledges  are  received,  trailers  are  ordered 
and  kits  sent  out,  McLucas  explained.  All 
pledges  should  go  to  William  Miskell,  Or- 
pheum Theatre,  Omaha.  Miskell  reported 
that  perhaps  two  thirds  have  been  received. 

William  Feld  to  Sales  Post 
In  the  Chicago  District 

DES  MOINES — William  Feld,  manager  of 
Republic  exchange  here,  has  been  appointed 
sales  manager  for  Republic  Pictures  in  the 
Chicago  district.  He  will  assume  his  new 
duties  on  February  12. 

Dave  Nelson,  former  Republic  salesman  in 
St.  Louis,  will  take  over  the  managerial  duties 
of  the  exchange  here. 
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Beverly  Miller,  PRC  franchise  holder,  and 
Mrs.  Miller  were  in  St.  Louis  last  week  for 
a franchise  holders’  meeting  . . . Roy  Tucker, 
Commonwealth  manager  at  Pratt,  Kas.,  for 
the  Baron  and  Kansas,  modified  the  designa- 
tion of  Pratt  as  a “little  town.”  “It’s  not  so 
little  any  more,”  he  said,  because  there’s  an 
air  training  base  nearby. 

Beverly  Bryant  is  back  at  Columbia  after 
a year  with  the  marines.  She  received  a medi- 
cal discharge  and  is  secretary  to  Hazel  Dood, 
recently  appointed  booker  there.  Miss  Bryant 
was  stationed  at  Arlington,  Va.,  and  occa- 
sionally saw  another  Columbian,  Cpl.  Gene 
Snitz,  formerly  office  manager,  who  is  sta- 
tioned at  Ft.  Meade. 

Robert  Carnie,  Paramount  salesman, 
American  Legion,  War  Dads  and  other 
patriotic  war  effort  promoter,  has  a busy  fam- 
ily, too.  His  wife,  Lieut.  Mary  Carnie,  a 
nurse,  recently  was  transferred  from  Winter 
General  Hospital  to  the  hospital  at  Camp 
Crowder.  His  son,  Lieut.  Keith  Carnie,  is  fly- 
ing a transport  “over  the  hump”  in  India. 
Son  Bob,  an  air  force  lieutenant,  was  killed 
July  4,  1944.  The  lieutenant’s  widow  and  son 
are  living  in  San  Diego. 

Dick  Powell  will  be  in  Kansas  City  March 
15  for  a personal  appearance  at  the  opening 
of  his  latest  picture,  “Murder,  My  Sweet,” 
at  the  Orpheum  . . . Dorothy  Ballew  is  the 
new  booker’s  secretary  at  RKO,  succeeding 
LaVerne  Payne,  who  is  leaving  with  her  hus- 
band, recently  stationed  at  Ft.  Riley. 

Bob  Folliard,  RKO  eastern  district  man- 
ager who  is  captain  for  the  1945  Ned  E. 
Depinet  drive,  and  Harry  Michelson,  short 
subjects  general  manager,  will  be  in  Kansas 
City  February  13.  They  are  covering  the 
country,  holding  meetings  at  branches  in 
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connection  with  the  drive.  Ray  Nolan,  dis- 
trict manager,  will  be  at  the  local  rally  with 
the  personnel  of  the  office  here  under  Jack 
Renfro,  branch  manager.  The  drive  is  get- 
ting well  under  way  in  the  local  branch; 
with  four  teams,  each  captioned  by  a sales- 
man. 

Jack  Truitt,  Electric,  Kansas  City,  Kas., 
says  the  March  of  Dimes  went  very  well  at 
the  theatre  but  he  noticed  a marked  reduc- 
tion in  the  volume  of  folding  money  in  the 
baskets. 

Lieut.  J.  D.  King,  former  manager  for  the 
Commonwealth  circuit,  is  reported  missing 
since  last  December  20  in  the  Luxemborg 
battle.  King's  wife  and  his  parents  live 
at  Batesville,  Ark.  His  brother,  Cpl.  K.  K. 
King,  also  a former  Commonwealth  mana- 
ger, is  in  the  service  at  Sheppard’s  Field, 
Tex. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Neal,  Lenora,  Kas.,  are 
redecorating  their  Neal  Theatre,  replacing 
equipment  and  furnishings,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, affected  by  the  fire  of  last  December. 
Among  casualties  were  stage  equipment  and 
costumes,  for  the  stock  stage  show  they  put 
on  at  regular  intervals. 

George  Regan,  formerly  head  shipper  at 
20th-Fox,  is  now  in  Hawaii,  a photographer 
for  the  air  corps. 

Bob  Conn,  former  salesman  for  20th-Fox, 
was  encountered  in  California  by  Kansas 
City  visitors  there — who  didn’t  at  first  realize 
that  “that  marine”  was  really  Bob. 

John  Long,  20th-Fox  salesman  in  north- 
ern Missouri,  reports  that  many  exhibitors 
are  collecting  far  more  in  the  March  of 
Dimes  than  last  year.  Factors  are  the  in- 
centive to  collections  at  each  performance, 
the  public  giving  generously  on  each  occa- 
sion; and  the  cumulative  value  of  the  series 
of  trailers. 


Chas.  Morrill,  Gladstone, 
To  Arizona;  FMW  Shifts 

KANSAS  CITY — Charley  Morrill,  manager 
of  the  Fox  Midwest  Gladstone  for  15  years, 
has  gone  to  Arizona  to  rest  a few  months. 
Harold  Eyestone,  for  the  past  two  years 
manager  of  the  Uptown  and  Esquire,  will 
handle  the  Gladstone  during  his  absence, 
Leon  Robertson,  Fox  Midwest  city  manager, 
announced. 

H.  D.  Carroll,  city  manager  at  Coffeyville, 
Kas.,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Esquire. 

Edd  Haas,  manager  of  the  Coffeyville  dis- 
trict, announced  the  following  promotions, 
consequent  on  the  transfer  of  Carroll  to 
Kansas  City: 

Jim  Fronkier,  manager  of  the  Plaza,  Ot- 
tawa, to  Coffeyville  as  city  manager. 

Willis  Shaffer,  manager  of  the  Liberty, 
Marysville,  replaces  Fronkier  in  Ottawa. 

Willard  Ausmus,  maanger  of  the  Tackett, 
Coffeyville,  to  the  Liberty,  Marysville. 

Harold  Foster,  manager  of  the  Cozy,  Pitts- 
burg, has  been  appointed  manager  at  the 
Rivoli,  Beatrice,  Neb.,  to  replace  Jerry  Hayes, 
drafted  into  the  army. 

All  the  managers  involved  in  these  trans- 
fers have  been  with  Fox  Midwest  several 
years  except  Ausmus,  who  was  wounded  in 
marine  service  and  discharged,  joining  Fox 
Midwest  two  months  ago. 


Gehlsen  Remodels  Burke 

BURKE,  S.  D. — C.  Gehlsen,  operator  of  the 
Burke  Theatre  here,  is  remodeling  his  theatre. 


Minnesota  May  Get 
Right  Time  Return 

MINNEAPOLIS — A bill  now  before  the 
state  legislature  to  return  the  state  to  stand- 
ard time,  believed  assured  of  passage,  will 
be  welcomed  by  exhibitors. 

While  exhibitors  are  not  sponsoring  the 
legislation  or  using  their  influence  in  its  be- 
half, they  feel  sure  they’ll  benefit  from  it. 
They  have  always  contended  that  the  day- 
light saving  war  time  hurts  the  boxoffice 
in  the  summer  because  it  remains  light  so 
long,  discouraging  many  prospective  patrons 
and  causing  many  of  them  to  remain  out- 
doors. 

Those  most  anxious  to  have  the  law  enact- 
ed are  farmers.  If  it  does  pass,  it  is  con- 
tended, the  law  would  throw  railroad,  bus 
and  airplane  schedules  into  confusion.  In 
his  Star-Journal  column,  Cedric  Adams  de- 
clared “what  the  law  will  do  to  radio  pro- 
gram schedules  is  nothing  short  of  mayhem.” 

Amusement  Promotions 
To  Seibel  and  Ronning 

MINNEAPOLIS — John  J.  Friedl,  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  president,  has  announced  the 
promotions  of  Everett  Seibel  and  Bill  Ron- 
ning. Seibel,  who  was  Minneapolis  adver- 
tising manager,  becomes  assistant  advertis- 
ing director  of  the  entire  circuit  (Charlie 
Winchell  is  advertising  director),  while 
Ronning  moves  up  as  the  circuit’s  assistant 
booker  and  buyer — assistant  to  John  Branton. 

Ronning  formerly  was  southern  Minnesota 
booker.  Both  positions  are  newly  created. 

James  Allen,  formerly  with  the  Paramount 
and  Rivoli  theatres  in  New  York  and  more 
recently  a member  of  the  merchant  marine, 
joins  the  organization  and  will  take  over 
some  of  Seibel’s  former  duties  in  the  adver- 
tising department. 

Minneapolis  Film  Folk 
Plan  Biggest  Cross  Drive 

MINNEAPOLIS— Meeting  at  the  call  of 
Ben  Blotcky,  chairmen  for  the  distributors, 
branch  managers  and  film  salesmen  here  en- 
thusiastically pledged  themselves  to  make 
the  impending  theatre  drive  for  the  Red 
Cross  “the  biggest  and  best  ever.”  They’ll 
enlist  every  exhibitor  in  the  territory  to 
make  collections  March  15-21. 

John  J.  Friedl  is  general  chairman  and 
presided  at  a preliminary  meeting  at  which 
E.  R.  Ruben  and  Ben  Friedman,  exhibitor 
members  of  the  executive  committee,  and 
Walter  Winchell,  publicity  chairman,  also 
were  present. 

V.  Gabbin  Buys  Capitol,  . 
Dubuque,  From  Fratus 

DES  MOINES— V.  Gabbin  has  bought  the 
Capitol  Theatre  at  Dubuque  and  taken  over 
the  management.  The  theatre  was  owned 
by  John  Fratus. 


Early  Dimes  Figures  High 

MINNEAPOLIS — Early  returns  from  the- 
atres participating  in  the  March  of  Dimes 
campaign  make  certain  that  last  year’s  fig- 
ure for  Minnesota,  $72,764.79,  will  be  con- 
siderably exceeded,  according  to  Bill  Sears 
and  W.  H.  Workman,  co-chairmen.  This 
will  be  an  all-time  high. 


Veteran  Inspector  111 

DES  MOINES — Maime  Jones,  veteran  in- 
spector at  M-G-M,  has  been  given  a 30-day 
leave  because  of  illness. 
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A Real  WPB  "Mess" 
In  Louisville  Area 


Many  Theatres  in  Ohio 
Dark  One  Day  a Week 


LOUISVILLE  — Approximately  700  opera- 
tors of  amusement  establishments  in  this 
area  were  thrown  into  the  dark  both  figura- 
tively and  literally  by  the  WPB  brownout  reg- 
ulations issued  in  what  was  characterized 
locally  as  “the  worst  mixed  up  mess  in  his- 
tory.” 

Theatres  equipped  to  burn  natural  or  arti- 
ficial gas,  or  a mixture  of  the  two,  were  or- 
dered to  quit  using  the  fuel  for  heating  from 
February  2 to  February  5.  Other  places  using 
the  same  locally  plentiful  fuel,  such  as  bars, 
were  not  affected  because  bars  serve  food  un- 
der the  state  tavern  law  and  are  classified  as 
restaurants. 

To  add  to  their  confusion  theatre  men 
blacked  out  their  establishments  solely  on  the 
strength  of  news  stories  because  the  WPB  had 
failed  to  notify  local  utility  concerns  until 
February  2 that  the  brownout  rules  were  to 
take  effect  February  1. 

J.  L.  Lausman,  manager  of  the  Bard  The- 
atre here,  closed  his  showcase  after  hearing 
a radio  announcement  that  the  brownout  was 
in  effect.  He  posted  a sign  to  the  effect  that 
the  gas-heated  theatre  was  closed  to  save  coal. 

Lausman  Becomes  Confused 

But  Lausman,  who  is  secretary  of  the 
Louisville  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  then  began 
to  check  the  radio  report  with  the  gas  com- 
pany and  the  WPB  office  here  and  was  in- 
formed that  no  official  order  had  been  re- 
ceived. 

“I  kept  calling  and  they  kept  telling  me 
they  didn’t  know  anything  more  than  was  in 
the  newspapers  and  on  the  radio,”  Lausman 
said,  “so  I started  to  check  other  theatres  and 
I found  all  of  them  were  going  to  run,  so  I 
opened  up,  too.  By  that  time  I was  pretty 
much  confused.” 

Housewives  scoffed  at  a story  carried  in 
Louisville  papers  in  which  the  WPB  advised 
them  to  conserve  gas  by  cooking  on  one 
burner  of  the  stove.  They  remarked  that 
meals  can’t  be  cooked  one  dish  at  a time 
with  gas  or  anything  else. 

Warren  Shaffer,  owner  of  the  two  theatres 
in  Morehead,  Ky.,  announced  his  intention  to 
abide  by  the  brownout  rules  without  using 
electricity  produced  by  coal.  Shaffer  was  go- 
ing to  decorate  his  marquee  with  lanterns 
burning  kerosene. 

He  ran  afoul  of  still  another  governmental 
bureau,  the  Office  of  Price  Administration. 
Tom  G.  Mooney,  district  OPA  officer  at  Lex- 
ington, said  requests  for  kerosene  rations  for 
such  purposes  would  be  refused.  The  state  fire 
marshal  also  disapproved  the  idea. 


Cleveland  Parking  Lots  Allowed 
Minimum  of  Necessary  Lights 

CLEVELAND — In  answer  to  a query  re- 
garding parking  lot  lighting,  George  W.  Erd- 
mann, secretary  of  the  local  MPEA,  has  re- 
ceived a letter  of  instructions  from  C.  G.  Mc- 
Donough, manager  of  priorities  distribution. 

In  part,  it  read: 

“Parking  lots  are  permitted  to  have  lights 
in  the  attendant’s  shelters,  if  any,  and  such 
minimum  number  of  lights  as  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  properly  conduct  the  parking  in 
such  outdoor  lots,  provided  no  illumination 
is  obtained  from  street  lights  or  other  lights 
within  adjoining  buildings.” 


Most  Cincinnati  Theatres  Use 
Gas;  No  General  Closing 

CINCINNATI — Although  the  WPB  issued 
an  order,  effective  3 p.  m.  last  Friday  (2), 
cutting  off  the  gas  supply  in  all  theatres  and 
other  places  of  amusement  in  16  states,  in- 
cluding Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  many  suburban 
houses  in  Cincinnati  using  gas  remained  open 


after  turning  off  their  heating  apparatus. 
Patrons  viewed  the  shows  over  the  weekend 
with  their  wraps  on. 

Some  theatres  closed,  but  practically  all 
downtown  houses  remained  open,  as  they  heat 
with  coal. 

A committee,  representing  statewide  busi- 
ness representatives  of  Ohio,  including  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  met 
with  Governor  Lausche  at  Columbus  to  work 
out  a plan  for  closing  all  retail  stores,  the- 
atres and  other  amusement  places  for  one 
day  a week  during  the  gas  shortage. 

Theatres  were  urged  to  consult  with  their 
local  boards  or  electric  utilities  for  assistance 
in  interpreting  the  brownout  order,  now  in 
effect. 

Approximately  90  per  cent  of  the  suburban 
theatres  heat  with  gas. 


Dim  Marquees  Three  Days  Early; 

One  Attempt  to  Rob  Boxoffice 

DETROIT — Detroit  theatres  dimmed  their 
marquees  and  display  signs  three  days  in 
advance  of  the  national  brownout  order. 

The  condition  was  generally  familiar  to 
local  exhibitors,  who  had  watched  theatres 
across  the  river  in  Windsor  observe  dimout 
rules  nearly  identical  for  two  years  or  more. 

A few  houses  chose  to  put  in  two  or  three 
low-wattage  bulbs,  rather  than  just  one  60- 
watt.  Some  houses  had  difficulty  adjusting 
their  wiring  circuits  to  the  reduced  load. 

“Open”  signs  were  hung  out  from  marquees 
and  fronts,  where  they  could  catch  the  street 
light.  Newspaper  advertising  stated,  “Dimout 
of  theatre  exteriors  does  not  change  operat- 
ing hours.” 

One  boxoffice  holdup  attempt  was  reported 
on  the  first  night  at  the  Colonial.  This  was 
foiled  by  Cashier  Marie  St.  John,  who  pressed 
an  alarm  button  and  scared  the  would-be 
thief  away. 

Fire  Guts  Dixie  Theatre 
With  $20,000  Loss 

CARNEGIE,  PA.  — Fire  of  undetermined 
origin  gutted  the  Dixie  here  early  Monday 
morning,  routing  four  persons  living  in  the 
second  floor  of  the  building.  Firemen  rescued 
the  tenents  from  the  theatre  marquee.  Dam- 
age was  estimated  at  $20,000  by  Fire  Chief 
George  Ebner.  The  Dixie  was  one  of  four 
theatres  here  operated  by  Charles  E.  Herman, 
M.  D.,  an  Allied  exhibitor  leader. 

Affiliated  Takes  Lease 
On  Brightmoor  House 

BRIGHTMOOR  MICH.— Affiliated  Thea- 
tres Inc.  recently  leased  the  Irving  Theatre 
here  from  John  Golden,  owner,  who  retired 
after  many  years  in  show  business.  Alex 
Schreiber,  president  of  Affiliated,  said  the 
circuit,  which  operates  17  theatres  in  De- 
troit, plans  to  remodel  the  local  house. 


Karl  B.  Hennig  Dies 

PITTSBURGH — Karl  B.  Hennig,  a veteran 
projectionist,  died  February  4. 

Employed  at  the  Shadyside,  he  was  the 
third  Warner  circuit  motion  picture  machine 
operator  in  Pittsburgh  to  die  within  a week. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  a son,  Sgt. 
Karl  B.  Hennig  jr.,  who  is  overseas. 


COLUMBUS — Local  theatres,  complying 
with  a double  request  from  Gov.  Frank  J. 
Lausche  and  Mayor  James  A.  Rhodes,  ob- 
served their  first  closed  Monday,  February  5, 
and  may  be  closed  one  day  a week  until  April 
1 or  until  the  present  fuel  crisis  is  eased. 

Mayor  Rhodes  announced  that  the  one- 
day-a-week  closing  request  is  on  a week-to- 
week  basis  and  may  be  canceled  at  any  time. 
A break  in  the  cold  wave,  with  unfreezing  of 
rail  facilities  for  coal  shipment,  could  allevi- 
ate the  present  crisis  and  permit  theatres  and 
other  businesses  to  remain  open.  All  non- 
essential  business  and  amusement  places  are 
affected  by  the  request. 

Both  Governor  Lausche  and  Mayor  Rhodes 
emphasized  that  they  have  no  legal  authority 
to  compel  closing.  All  Columbus  theatres  are 
running  trailers  urging  public  cooperation  in 
the  coal  crisis  and  Columbus’  water  shortage. 
Pamphlets  listing  suggestions  for  coal  and 
water  conservation  are  being  distributed  in 
the  theatre  lobbies. 

The  same  trailer  announces  the  theatres’ 
cooperation  in  the  brownout  order,  saying  that 
“although  our  front  lights  are  out,  our  box- 
offices  are  open  as  usual.” 

The  Cleveland  Close  Order 
Is  Anticipated  by  Trade 

CLEVELAND  — All  theatres  in  Cuyahoga 
County,  public  schools,  places  of  amusement 
and  department  stores  closed  Monday  in  com- 
pliance with  an  emergency  proclamation  is- 
sued by  Mayor  Thomas  A.  Burke  and  by  Gov. 
Frank  J.  Lausche  of  Ohio. 

Motion  picture  theatres  of  Cleveland  an- 
ticipated the  mayor’s  proclamation  by  one 
week.  The  week  before  the  order  became 
general,  the  subsequent  run  houses  closed 
two  days,  Monday  and  Tuesday,  while  the 
downtowners  closed  on  Tuesday.  The  fol- 
lowing week  all  theatres  closed  on  Monday 
only. 

The  move  was  made  to  meet  a critical  coal 
situation,  aggravated  by  transportation  diffi- 
culties. The  East  Ohio  Gas  Co.  has  also  cut 
down  on  its  supply  to  nonessential  establish- 
ments. 

Although  the  closing  order  was  accepted 
on  a week  to  week  basis,  Governor  Lausche 
stated  that  in  his  opinion,  the  one  day  a week 
closing  plan  will  be  continued  until  April  1. 

Kalafat  Attends  Ceremony 
Christening  Son's  LST 

CLEVELAND — John  D.  Kalafat,  president 
of  Associated  circuit,  accompanied  by  News 
sports  editor,  Ed  Bang,  were  in  Pittsburgh 
last  week  to  attend  the  christening  of  the 
new  LST  of  which  Kalafat’s  son,  Lieut.  James 
Kalafat,  is  second  in  command.  Jimmy  was 
affiliated  with  his  father  before  entering  the 
stervice  two  years  ago. 

John  Urbansky,  circuit  secretary,  who  was 
in  Pittsburgh  at  the  time,  also  attended  the 
ceremony  as  well  as  the  dinner  that  “J.  D.” 
staged  for  the  party  at  the  William  Penn 
Hotel. 


Petroplus  Is  Back 

WHEELING,  W.  VA. — George  Petroplus, 
former  manager  of  his  uncle  George  Zeppos’ 
Rex,  who  has  been  in  service  for  four  years, 
has  returned  here  after  33  months  in  China 
and  the  Orient.  After  a short  furlough  he 
will  be  reassigned  to  duty. 
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pred  Witte  is  the  newest  member  of  the 
* local  PRC  exchange.  He  arrived  here  from 
the  east  and  will  cover  the  Toledo  territory 
. . . William  L.  Heiss  has  been  promoted  to 
manager  of  the  RKO  Palace,  succeeding  Nor- 
mal Wrobel,  transferred  to  Cincinnati  as  su- 
pervisor over  two  RKO  houses.  Heiss  for- 
merly was  manager  of  Keith’s  East  105th  St. 
Theatre  here.  His  successor  is  Alfred  Simon, 
from  Boston  . . . Mrs.  Gertrude  L.  Tracy, 
manager  of  Loew’s  Ohio,  was  host  to  60  local 
officials  at  a screening  of  “Mr.  Emmanuel” 
in  the  20th-Fox  screen  room  Monday  eve- 
ning. 

J.  Knox  Strachan,  Warner  publicity  di- 
rector, was  host  to  his  brother,  Sgt:  Glenn 
E.  Strachan,  and  his  bride  who  will  return 
to  Peterson  Field,  Colorado  Springs,  following 
a honeymoon  . . . Sid  Zins,  publicity  man  for 
Columbia  and  more  recently  in  charge  of  the 
local  20th-Fox  exploitation,  has  resigned  and 
gone  back  to  New  York  where  he  plans  re- 
turning to  free-lance  exploitation  . . . Harry 
Weiss  of  Boston  will  take  over  where  Zins 
left  off. 

Max  Lefkowich  of  the  Community  circuit 
recently  visited  his  son,  Lieut.  Bert  Lefko- 
wich of  the  AAF,  who  is  stationed  near  Kan- 
sas City  . . . “Pop”  Johnson,  commander  of 
the  Warner  Bldg,  elevator  for  the  last  ten 
years,  has  received  his  dismissal  from  Clinic 
Hospital  where  he  has  been  two  months.  He 
will  resume  his  former  duties. 

The  Film  Exchange  Club  of  Cleveland, 
Herbert  Horstemeier  president,  held  its  sec- 
ond social  gathering  last  Monday  in  the  Film 
Bldg,  clubrooms  of  the  MPEA  of  Cleveland 
. . . Beg  Pardon  Dept.:  Joe  Bernstein  is 
Monogram  shipper,  succeeding  Leonard  Born- 
field,  not  Columbia  shipper  as  incorrectly 
stated  recently. 

The  Flushing  Theatre,  Flushing,  operated 
by  Mrs.  Katherine  Ward,  is  reported  closed 
due  to  a mild  scarlet  fever  epidemic  . . . Pvt. 
Dorsey  Brown,  erstwhile  local  M-GM  of- 
fice manager,  writes  the  M-G-M  Pep  Club 
gang  that  the  chow  in  the  Philippines  is 
okay  and  his  chief  worries  are  the  rain,  mud 


and  Japs  . . . John  William  Coyne,  Metro  of- 
fice manager,  is  receiving  congratulations  on 
the  arrival  of  a son  named  John  William 
Coyne  jr. 

Howard  Spiess,  who  was  with  Cooperative 
Theatres  of  Ohio  before  entering  the  signal 
corps,  has  been  transferred  from  Hawaii  to  a 
hospital  in  Corona,  Calif.  His  wife  and  two 
children  are  living  in  Wauseon  . . . Gus  Davis, 
another  member  of  the  Cooperative  Theatres 
crew,  is  en  route  overseas. 

Lester  Zucker,  local  March  of  Dimes  in- 
dustry chairman,  reports  this  year’s  collec- 
tions were  25  per  cent  ahead  of  last  year  in 
spite  of  closing  one  day  downtown  and  two 
days  in  the  neighborhoods  . . . Sam  P.  Gorrel, 
Republic  branch  manager,  is  attending  a com- 
pany branch  managers’  meeting  on  the  west 
coast.  With  all  salesmen  out  in  the  territory 
during  the  week,  Republic  was  an  all-girl 
organization  . . . Ken  Veach  of  Uhrichville 
and  Dennison  was  in  town  during  the  past 
week.  So  were  Leo  Jones  of  Upper  Sandusky, 
J.  J.  Huebner  of  Marion  and  Joe  Shagrin  of 
Youngstown. 

Sam  Seplowin,  Republic  district  manager, 
was  here  on  a routine  visit.  Another  Repub- 
lic visitor  was  E.  L.  Walton,  assistant  to  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  J.  R.  Grainger  . . . Keep 
your  fingers  crossed  and  pull  for  Universal 
branch  manager,  Joe  Krenitz,  and  his  ex- 
change force.  They  are  second  in  the  current 
William  Scully  drive  . . . The  Jack  Soggs, 
Metro  branch  manager,  have  moved  into  their 
new  apartment  home  in  Shaker  Heights. 

Smoky  City  to  Witness 
Roy  Rogers  in  Rodeo 

PITTSBURGH  — Roy  Rogers  is  returning 
here  with  the  world’s  championship  rodeo. 
Republic’s  cowboy  singing  star,  who  has  his 
own  radio  show  each  Tuesday  evening  on 
Mutual,  will  be  here  for  a week  or  ten  days 
early  in  May.  Rogers  broke  all-time  box- 
office  records  at  the  Gardens  here  last 
season. 


CHOICE 

IOWA  POPCORN 

Immediate  Delivery 


LARGE  SOUTH  AMERICAN  OR  PEARL  VARIETY 
DRIED  TO  14%  MOISTURE  WHEN  BAGGED 


From  5 Bags  LCL  to  800-Bag  Carload 

MIDWEST  POPCORN  CO. 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

370  Saunders  Kennedy  Bldg.  Phone:  Jackson  7539 


Captain  Conrad  Joins 
Pittsburgh  Monogram 

PITTSBURGH— Capt.  Charles  L.  Conrad, 
former  manager  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
Russell  C.  Roshon  Organization,  national 
16mm  film  distributors,  has  joined  Monogram 
Pictures  as  northwestern  Pennsylvania  rep- 
resentative. 

A former  U.S.  army  officer,  Captain  Con- 
rad had  his  “premiere”  in  pictures  as  spe- 
cial service  officer  responsible  for  the  en- 
tertainment, recreation  and  education  of 
5,400  CCC  enrollees  in  27  camps  in  the  Fifth 
corps  area  from  1933  to  1935.  He  purchased 


CAPT.  C.  L.  CONRAD 

equipment  and  film  service  to  establish  the 
first  35mm  sound  film  circuit  in  that  por- 
gram  and  supervised  it  for  two  years. 

Following  his  discharge  from  the  army  in 
1935,  he  became  interested  in  16mm  films, 
organizing  his  own  exhibiting  company  in 
Illinois,  servicing  rural  schools.  In  1940  he 
disposed  of  this  enterprise  and  came  to 
Pittsburgh  as  assistant  superintendent  and 
director  of  visual  education  of  the  Pittsburgh 
District  Pennsylvania  Anti-Saloon  League, 
later  accepting  the  management  of  Roshon’s 
branch  office. 

Captain  Conrad  is  a graduate  of  the  South- 
ern School  of  Divinity,  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
he  engaged  in  the  ministry  for  six  years  as 
a young  man.  He  is  also  a graduate  of  the 
army  school  of  infantry  tactics  and  he  stud- 
ied law  and  business  administration  at  La- 
Salle University. 

He  succeeds  William  Graner,  who  resigned 
several  weeks  ago. 

The  Barker,  Variety  Club 
Monthly,  Makes  Bow 

PITTSBURGH— Dated  February  1,  Va- 
riety Club’s  No.  1 tent,  has  issued  a four-page 
organ,  The  Barker,  edited  by  A1  Brevak  of 
the  Harris  publicity  department.  Associate 
editors  include  Ken  Hoel,  Wally  Allen,  Bob 
Post,  Mitchell  DeGroot,  Don  Wermuth  and 
Joe  Hiller.  It  is  to  be  published  each  month. 


GEORGE  A.  EBELING 
Architect 
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Coal  Shortage  Robs 
"St.  Louis"  of  Record 

CLEVELAND  — A six-day  week,  inaugu- 
rated voluntarily  by  all  of  the  downtown  the- 
atres to  meet  a coal  shortage,  was  about  the 
only  thing  that  kept  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
from  chalking  up  a new  record  at  Loew’s 
State  Theatre.  The  picture  opened  to  the 
biggest  matinee  of  the  season  and  main- 
tained a steady  boxoffice  line  all  week. 

“Eadie  was  a Lady”  on  the  Palace  screen, 
with  an  unusually  strong  vaudeville  bill  com- 
posed of  Shep  Field’s  orchestra,  Patsy  Kelly 
and  Barry  Wood,  closed  on  a good  115  per 
cent  note.  A second  week  of  “Winged  Vic- 
tory” piled  up  a nice  120  per  cent.  The 
weather  hovered  around  zero  all  week. 


(Average  is  100) 

Allen — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 120 

Hippodrome — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox)....  80 

Lake — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  3rd  wk 80 

Ohio — Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 70 

Palace — Eadie  Was  a Lady  (Col),  plus  Shep 
Field's  orchestra,  Patsy  Kelly  and  Barry  Wood 

on  stage  115 

State — Me  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 185 

Stillman — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 100 


Despite  Brownout  and  Bad  Weather, 
“Keys"  at  Detroit  Pulls  Crowds 

DETROIT — Generally  strong  boxoffice  at- 
tractions helped  first  run  grosses  here,  but 
the  abundance  of  good  film  and  stage  fare  also 
served  to  stop  any  individual  show  from  pull- 
ing the  lion’s  share  in  a spectacular  manner. 
Weather  was  unfavorable  last  week.  The 
brownout,  starting  three  days  ahead  of  na- 
tional schedule  here,  had  relatively  little  ef- 
fect on  first  run  grosses. 


Adams — The  House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ); 

The  Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  100 

Broadway-Capitol — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para),  3rd  d.  t.  wk.;  Bride  by  Mistake  (RKO), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 120 

Cinema — Ravaged  Earth  (Artkino),  2nd  wk 120 

Downtown — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

2nd  wk.,  with  Hank  Finney's  orchestra  on  stage.. 130 
Fox — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 145 

Michigan — Casanova  Brown  (RKO);  Nevada 

(RKO)  130 

Palms-State — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  5th  wk  .115 
Paradise — Shadows  in  the  Night  (Col),  with 

Sister  Rosetta  Tharpe  on  stage 110 

United  Artists — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart 

(RKO);  Bowery  Champs  (Mono) 115 


"Pirate"  and  "Tokyo"  Still  Strong 
In  Pittsburgh's  Worst  Winter 

PITTSBURGH— Bob  Hope  in  “The  Prin- 
cess and  the  Pirate”  gave  the  Stanley  a big 
week  and  was  held  over.  Only  other  offer- 
ing which  was  over  average  was  “Thirty  Sec- 
onds Over  Tokyo”  in  its  fourth  downtown 
week  and  which  continued  on  view  at  the 
Ritz.  Weather  continued'  about  the  same, 
making  this  the  worst  winter  remembered 
here. 

Barry — I Was  a Prisoner  on  Devil's  Island  (Col), 


reissue;  Convicted  Woman  (Col),  reissue 80 

Fulton — The  Suspect  (Univ),  2nd  wk 60 

Harris — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk 85 

Penn — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 90 

Ritz — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

4th  d.  t.  wk 135 

Senator — Strange  Affair  (Col);  She's  a 

Sweetheart  (Col)  85 

Stanley — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO) 130 

Warner — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  4th  d.  t.  wk.....  90 


"The  Keys  of  Kingdom"  Top  Grosser 
With  “Song  to  Remember"  Close 

CINCINNATI  — “The  Keys  of  the  King- 
dom,” set  in  two  major  houses  downtown  for 
the  opening  engagement,  held  over  at  the 
Grand  for  a second  week.  Business  in  both 
houses  ran  well  above  average.  Unpre- 
cedented cold  was  hard  on  business. 


Albee — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 110 

Capitol — A Song  to  Remember  (Col) 110 

Grand — Same  as  Albee 115 

Keith's — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 100 

Lyric — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  4th  wk 95 

Palace — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  2nd  wk 105 


Shubert — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk.  95 


COLUMBUS 

oby  Yee,  former  office  assistant  at  Loew’s 
Ohio,  is  now  the  star  attraction  at  the 
China  Clipper,  Washington  night  club, 
where  she  is  a tap  dancer. 

Sgt.  Roger  Garrett,  marines,  played  mati- 
nee and  evening  organ  concerts  at  the  Ohio 
recently  during  a 15-day  leave.  Garrett  was 
featured  as  Ohio  organist  ten  years  prior  to 
his  enlistment  in  the  marine  corps  in  No- 
vember 1942.  He  is  stationed  in  the  recrea- 
tion department  at  Parris  Island,  S.  C. 

Carl  Rogers,  former  manager  of  Loew’s  Es- 
quire, Toledo,  is  the  new  manager  of  Loew’s 
Broad  here.  He  succeeds  Harry  Klotz,  who 
has  been  promoted  to  the  managership  of 
Loew’s  Canton.  Rogers  is  a native  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  was  assistant  manager  of  Loew’s 
in  Harrisburg  and  manager  of  Loew’s  Gran- 
ada, Cleveland,  before  taking  the  Toledo  post. 

Charles  Kennedy,  former  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Ohio,  Columbus,  has  been  com- 
missioned a second  lieutenant  at  Ft.  Benning, 
Ga.  He  is  now  stationed  at  Camp  Fannin, 
Tex. 


Third  Son  to  Lissauers 

CLEVELAND — A third  son  was  born  over 
the  weekend  to  Joe  Lissauer  of  the  Skirball 
Bros,  circuit  and  Mrs.  Lissauer. 


CLEVELAND— The  Cleveland  Cinema  Club, 
one  of  the  oldest  women’s  organizations  in 
the  country  formed  for  the  study,  and  ap- 
preciation of  the  art  of  motion  pictures,  re- 
cently presented  its  annual  youth  program 
in  the  Higbee  Auditorium  before  a large  group 
of  members  and  educators.  The  program  was 
presented  under  the  auspices  of  Mrs.  William 
Roger  Thomas,  youth  chairman,  by  repre- 
sentatives of  seven  leading  junior  and  senior 
high  schools  who  are  active  members  of  the 
school  film  clubs.  The  clubs  study  the  me- 
chanical production  of  motion  pictures  and 
develop  a critical  attitude  toward  the  com- 
pleted films. 

A cash  prize  was  awarded  the  student  who, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  made  the  best 
presentation.  Judges  were  George  W.  Erd- 
mann, secretary  of  the  Cleveland  MPEA;  Dr. 
David  Weems,  director  of  attendance  of  the 
Cleveland  public  schools;  Mrs.  Margaret 
Johnson  of  the  Press,  and  Mrs.  Meola,  chair- 
man of  the  East  Cleveland  motion  picture 
group. 

Club  Takes  Control 

The  Junior  Cinema  Clubs,  it  was  learned 
from  their  presentations,  assume  full  control 
of  the  noon  motion  picture  period.  This  is 
the  20-minute  period  following  luncheon, 
when  a feature  picture  is  shown  serially,  two 
reels  a day,  throughout  the  week.  The  club 
members  are  taught  how  to  operate  a pro- 
jection machine  and  what  to  do  in  the  event 
of  an  accident.  They  maintain  order  in  the 
auditorium  by  the  simple  expedient  of  stop- 
ping the  picture  and  turning  up  the  lights 
if  there  are  any  disorders. 

They  learn  an  appreciation  of  the  musical 
background  to  pictures.  They  study  the 
methods  employed  by  the  leading  musical 
directors  in  shifting  the  music  to  fit  the 
moods  of  the  play  and  to  achieve  the  proper 
emotional  effect.  They  also  learn  that  fitting 
music  to  pictures  is  a highly  specialized  art 
which  offers  a big  future  to  young  musicians. 

What  kind  of  picture  do  the  young  patrons 
want  to  see?  Like  their  elders  they  prefer 
escapist  pictures;  comedy,  musicals  and  such. 
But,  also  like  their  elders  they  are  enthu- 


Council  Will  Discuss 
Censorship  in  Ohio 

CLEVELAND — Mrs.  Frank  R.  Anderson, 
president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Council  of 
greater  Cleveland,  announced  that  the  coun- 
cil’s annual  Film  Forum  Institute  will  be 
held  Friday,  February  16,  at  10:30  a.  m.  in 
the  Higbee  Auditorium. 

The  subject  of  the  Film  Forum  will  be 
“State  Censorship  of  Films.”  Kenneth  C. 
Ray,  state  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, state  department  of  education,  Colum- 
bus, and  Mrs.  Arthur  D.  Kerwin,  president 
of  the  Detroit  Motion  Picture  Council,  will 
speak. 

Also  on  the  discussion  panel  will  be  Em- 
manuel L.  Gebauer,  teacher  of  English  at 
John  Hay  High  School.  Miss  Corda  Peck, 
teacher  of  motion  picture  appreciation  at 
Collenwood  High  School,  will  be  chairman. 

Most  of  secondary  schools  here  have  active 
junior  cinema  clubs,  which  study  film  pro- 
duction in  general  as  well  as  specific  motion 
pictures.  The  purpose  of  these  junior  cinema 
clubs  is  to  promote  selectivity  in  attending 
theatres. 


Roth-Paramount  Suit  Set 

PITTSBURGH — A third  hearing  date  in 
the  Roth  vs.  Paramount  civil  action  has  been 
set  for  February  28. 


siastic  over  all  types  of  well-done  entertain- 
ment regardless  of  type.  They  particularly 
cited  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  “Since 
You  Went  Away”  and  “Going  My  Way”  as 
pictures  that  were  very  popular  with  their 
generation.  Strange  to  say,  none  of  them 
raised  a voice  in  praise  of  Frank  Sinatra. 

Are  the  younger  generation  sissies  when  it 
comes  to  drama?  They  are  not,  one  of  the 
speakers  emphasized.  “We  want  our  tragedy 
straight,”  she  said.  “When  a disagreeable 
situation  is  to  be  presented,  we  do  not  want 
it  soft  pedaled  or  sugar-coated  by  a long 
preamble.  We  are  living  in  a world  of  reality 
and  we  can  take  it.” 

Films  Aid  Classwork 

The  clubs  also  utilize  pictures  for  educa- 
tional purposes.  One  student  stressed  the 
fact  that  “Madame  Curie”  was  used  as  an 
incentive  in  her  history  and  library  work 
at  the  school  which  she  attends. 

The  judges  awarded  the  cash  prize  to 
Ruth  Everett  of  Lakewood  High  School  for 
her  review  of  “Since  You  Went  Away.” 

Mrs.  Carlton  W.  Conrad,  president,  opened 
the  meeting. 
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Oepresentatives  of  the  industry  who  attended 
the  recent  Charles  Francis  Coe  lecture  at 
the  Twentieth  Century  Club  were  F.  D. 
Moore,  Ed  Stuve,  Jim  Levine,  Bill  Shartin, 
Jimmy  Nash,  Herman  Beiersdorf,  C.  C.  Kel- 
lenberg,  Sam  Fineberg,  Douglas  Beck,  Art 
Levy,  Leo  Isaacs,  Saal  Gottlieb,  M.  A.  Silver, 
Harry  Feinstein,  Joe  Feldman,  Bryan  D. 
Stoner,  Sam  Hanauer  and  Bob  Klingensmith. 


Sgt.  Wilson  Leon,  a B24  turret  gunner  for- 
merly employed  by  Exhibitors’  Service  Co.,  is 
home  on  furlough  after  escaping  from  the 
Nazis  with  the  help  of  Greek  partisans. 
Forced  to  parachute  out  of  a burning  Libera- 
tor from  18,000  feet,  Leon  was  captured 
and  taken  to  a prison  camp  in  the  Bal- 
kans. With  14  other  American  airmen  an 
escape  was  made  when  they  were  being  trans- 
ferred to  another  prison  camp.  A Nazi  photo- 
graph reproduced  by  the  news  services  shows 
the  prisoner,  Leon,  marching  in  the  streets  of 
Salonica,  Greece. 

John  Oglietti,  Leechburg  exhibitor,  is  re- 
cuperating at  his  home  after  undergoing  an 
operation  in  a Pittsburgh  hospital  . . . Harry 
Thomas,  Schenley  manager,  convalesced  in 
Atlantic  City  after  a serious  illness  here. 

The  Variety  Club  has  469  members,  of 
which  266  are  resident  members,  183  are  as- 
sociate and  20  are  honorary  . . . Jack  Judd, 
RKO  sales  representative,  reports  that  his 
nephew,  Milton  Roth,  infantry  man,  is  miss- 
ing in  Belgium  . . . Sgt.  Harry  Lockhart,  for- 
merly of  the  M-G-M  staff  and  son  of  “Kay” 
Lockhart,  secretary  to  John  J.  Maloney, 
M-G-M  central  division  manager,  was  here 
on  furlough  from  Camp  Maxey,  Tex.  . . . El- 
wood  Ohleger,  20th-Fox  shipper  and  father 
of  seven  children,  has  been  reclassified  1A. 

Lew  Hepinger,  Clarion's  veteran  exhibitor, 
was  snowbound  at  his  farm  for  more  than 
a week  . . . Alice  Cunningham,  Warner  ex- 
change biller,  is  on  a leave  of  absence,  and  a 
new  girl  in  the  office  is  Henrietta  Holley  . . . 
Variety  Club  will  announce  a gin  rummy  tour- 
nament ...  A Filmrow  visitor  was  Cpl.  Joe 
Stack,  former  M-G-M  shipper,  who  returned 
from  the  South  Pacific. 

H.  E.  Hammond’s  Lyric,  Erie,  has  been  ren- 
ovated and  newly  decorated  . . . Joe  Shapiro, 
Mount  Union  and  Six  Mile  Run  exhibitor,  at- 
tended to  some  bookings  here  the  other  day 
before  going  to  a sanitarium  in  Battle  Creek, 
Mich.,  where  he  expects  to  get  a good  rest 
. . . Furloughing  here  from  California  was 
Cpl.  Jimmy  Nash  jr.,  son  of  the  UA  sales- 
man. This  was  his  first  visit  at  home  since 
Christmas,  1943  . . . The  son  of  Paul  V.  Mc- 
Kay, Kayton  circuit  executive,  is  reported 
missing  in  action  in  Europe. 

Herman  Wobber,  coast  division  manager 
for  20th-Fox  and  the  company’s  30th  anni- 
versary drive  leader,  and  Clarence  A.  Hill,  ex- 
ecutive assistant  to  Andy  W.  Smith  jr.,  east- 
ern sales  manager,  were  here  last  week  for  a 
meeting  with  Herman  Beiersdorf,  branch 
manager,  and  the  local  staff  . . . Sam  Fine- 
berg, Monogram  manager,  attended  a re- 
gional meeting  in  Detroit  last  weekend  . . . 
Cel  Carpe,  Republic  booker,  has  been  serving 
as  temporary  branch  manager  during  Syd 
Lehman’s  vacation  at  the  company’s  North 
Hollywood  studios. 

Joe  Cevario  reports  that  he  has  remodeled 
the  front  of  the  Valley,  Brackenridge,  a major 
improvement  being  the  removal  of  the  box- 
office  booth  from  the  property  line  to  the 
rear  of  the  outer  lobby  . . . Ensign  Gordon 
Kearsey,  navy  air  force  and  former  assistant 
manager  at  the  Fulton,  and  his  wife  have 
named  their  new  boy  Grady  Robert  Kearsey 
after  his  two  brothers,  both  of  whom  are 
missing  in  action. 


The  Lincoln,  formerly  the  Melba,  on  Lin- 
coln Ave.,  was  opened  recently  by  Joseph 
Dezzutti,  manager.  The  house  has  been  reno- 
vated and  new  equipment  has  been  installed 
. . . Nixon’s  new  opening  date  for  Mary  Mar- 
tin’s “One  Touch  of  Venus”  is  March  5.  The 
Jan  Kiepura-Marta  Eggerth  “Merry  Widow,” 
which  had  been  booked  for  mid-March,  is  off 
the  schedule  as  the  show  is  closing  in  Chicago 
. . . Many  persons  have  been  falling  on  icy 
streets,  but  Carl  Czolba,  manager  of  the  Row- 
land, Wilkinsburg,  chose  to  take  his  spill  in 
his  garage.  He  skidded  on  grease  and  took  a 
nasty  fall,  injuring  his  shoulder,  which  con- 
fined him  to  Columbia  Hospital  for  several 
days. 

Paul  Walker,  veteran  representative  of  Co- 
lumbia’s publicity  department,  was  here  doing 
his  stuff  for  "Tonight  and  Every  Night”  . . . 
Moe  Gould,  theatre  and  film  man  here  for  a 
number  of  years,  has  assumed  management 
of  the  Rialto  on  uptown  Fifth  Ave.  He  suc- 
ceeds Jacob  “Jack”  Seltzer,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 14. 

Many  exhibitors  stop  to  tell  us  that  they 
heard  Ivan  Spear  of  BOXOFFICE  on  the 
radio  presenting  our  bronze  plaque  to  Roy 
Rogers  on  the  King  of  the  Cowboy’s  weekly 
Tuesday  evening  broadcast,  which  proves 
again  that  Rogers  is  really  popular  in  the 
trade  as  well  as  with  the  public  at  large. 

Eddie  Moriarty,  M-G-M  salesman,  has  been 
reclassified  and  he  is  taking  another  screen 
test  for  Uncle  Sam  . . . The  aged  mother  of 
Don  D’Carlo,  theatrical  booker,  died  recently 
at  her  home  in  Monessen  . . . New  clerk  at 
the  Republic  exchange  is  Ruth  McKnight  . . . 
Harry  Greenman,  Loew’s  Penn  manager,  with 
the  assistance  of  several  Filmrow  girls,  vis- 
ited the  city’s  night  clubs  and  made  very 
good  collections  for  the  March  of  Dimes.  The 
girls  who  made  the  rounds  were  Mercy  Braff, 
Bobby  O’Brien,  Sophie  Wilcheck,  Marcia 
Kransberg,  Shirley  Kanenson  and  Vivian 
Knofh,  all  M-G-M,  and  Betty  Shannon  of 
Pennsylvania  Enterprises,  Inc. 

An  influx  of  professional  gamblers  into  the 
lucrative  field  of  bingo  drew  sharp  crackdown 
orders  from  Judge  Frank  P.  Petterson  when 
the  February  grand  jury  convened.  He  or- 
dered indictments  against  all  professional 
promoters  against  whom  evidence  can  be 
secured.  Bookies,  whose  incomes  were  cut  off 
when  the  tracks  were  closed  to  conserve  man- 
power, and  other  racketeers  have  moved  into 
the  bingo  field  and  are  reaping  big  profits. 

Some  theatres,  using  gas  for  fuel,  didn’t 
close  on  WPB  order  last  weekend,  but  patrons 
had  to  huddle  in  seats  with  their  overcoats 
either  unremoved  or  with  them  draped  over 
their  shoulders,  for  there  was  no  heat  in  the 
auditoriums  Bowling  alleys,  night  clubs  and 
taverns  remained  open  for  business  by  taking 
advantage  of  a supplemental  directive  allow- 
ing use  of  enough  gas  to  prevent  freezing  of 
pipes  and  damage  to  other  equipment.  Night 
school  classes  were  suspended  this  week  in 
the  area  because  of  the  coal  shortage. 


Fire  Damage  Is  $1,500 
At  Bellevue,  Mich. 

BELLEVUE,  MICH.— A $1,500  fire  which 
was  discovered  by  John  London,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Earl  London,  owners  of  the  Belle- 
vue Theatre,  January  13  caused  damage 
which  will  require  at  least  a month  to  re- 
pair. The  fire  itself  was  confined  to  a small 
space  in  the  rear  of  the  theatre  but  equip- 
ment throughout  the  building  was  damaged 
by  water. 


Famous  Players  Corp. 
Quarter  Century  Old 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

TORONTO — The  steady  growth  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  over  a quarter  of  a 
century  was  officially  noted  at  a dinner  here 
January  23,  when  the  company’s  25  Year 
Club  was  inaugurated,  and  at  Vancouver 
January  30.  The  two  dinners  marked  the 
25th  anniversary  of  the  granting  of  the  in- 
corporation charter  in  1920. 

The  original  incorporators  were  five  Cana- 
dians of  varied  industrial  and  financial  in- 
terests. They  were:  The  late  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son  who  eventually  became  president  and 
managing  director;  J.  P.  Bickell  of  mining 
fame;  J.  P.  Tudhope  and  W.  J.  Sheppard, 
Waubashene,  Ont.,  and  W.  D.  Ross,  the  lat- 
ter eventually  becoming  lieutenant  governor 
of  Ontario. 

The  formation  of  the  company  was  the 
starting  point  for  a theatre  circuit  which 
grew  from  a handful  of  units  in  Ontario  to 
a chain  of  approximately  340  theatres 
throughout  Canada  and  in  Newfoundland. 
The  FPC  chain  now  entertains  an  average 
of  2,000,000  people  every  week  in  theatres  in 
the  largest  cities  in  the  Dominion  down  to 
the  small  hamlet.  The  scope  of  the  circuit 
is  reflected  in  the  fact  the  company  paid 
no  less  than  $10,343,158  in  taxes  alone  dur- 
ing 1943  and  it  has  an  annual  pay  roll  of 
$6,000,000. 

Aided  Many  Causes 

The  company  executives  and  employes  have 
given  unstinted  support  to  many  worthy 
causes  and  have  been  unshrinking  in  support 
of  the  war  effort.  The  honor  roll  of  Famous 
Players  now  contains  980  names  and,  of  this 
number,  40  former  employes  have  been  re- 
ported killed  in  action  or  missing,  while  ten 
others  are  prisoners  of  war. 

Early  developments  in  the  history  of  Fa- 
mous Players  included  the  acquisition  of  the 
Famous  Players-Lasky  franchise  for  Canada 
which  formerly  had  been  held  by  the  Allens. 
The  new  company  bought  all  shares  in  Para- 
mount Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  as  well  as  a 
group  of  theatres  which  were  the  foundation 
on  which  the  big  chain  developed.  These 
included  Regent  Theatres  and  Strand  The- 
atre, Toronto,  British  Columbia  Paramount 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  Vancouver,  and  the  Broad- 
way Theatre,  Vancouver. 

Eighteen  houses  were  identified  with  Para- 
mount Theatres,  Ltd.,  and  the  taking  over 
of  that  company  brought  Famous  Players 
either  ownership  or  interest  in  the  following 
units:  Regent,  Galt;  Regent,  Guelph; 

Strand,  Kingston;  Strand,  Ottawa;  Teck, 
Family,  King  George,  Garden  and  Alhambra, 
Toronto;  Savoy,  Hamilton,  and  the  Royal  at 
Port  Hope,  Ont.  The  British  Columbia  Para- 
mount Theatres  group  comprised  the  Do- 
minion, Vancouver;  Dominion,  Victoria;  Do- 
minion, Nanaimo,  and  the  Rex  at  Revelstoke. 
With  the  Regent  and  Strand  at  Toronto  and 
the  Broadway  at  Vaucouver,  the  opening  cir- 
cuit comprised  18  houses. 

Thirty-seven  employes  have  been  on  the 
staff  since  the  outset  and  these  will  be  char- 
ter members  of  the  25  Year  Club.  Each  one 
received  an  appropriate  service  badge  and  the 
choice  of  a $100  victory  bond  or  an  inscribed 
gold  watch  as  a practical  memento. 

The  anniversary  has  been  marked  by  a 
special  exploitation  and  publicity  campaign 
throughout  the  dominion. 

A contest  among  the  theatre  managers 
has  been  arranged  and  scrapbooks  are  to  be 
prepared  for  submission  to  headoffice  for 
plaque  awards  to  be  presented  at  the  next 
managers’  conference,  probably  in  early 
summer. 

The  slogan  for  the  occasion  is:  “Famous 
Players — Celebrating  25  Years  of  Leadership 
in  Entertainment.” 
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CIO  Urges  Pictures 
For  Local  Union 

PITTSBURGH  — The  importance  of  films 
as  a powerful  propaganda  medium  has  again 
been  recognized  by  the  CIO  in  a 28-page 
brochure  which  lists  a selected  group  of  ex- 
cellent documentary  films  and  tells  how  they 
may  be  used  by  locals  together  with  sources 
of  supply.  “One  picture  can  tell  more  than 
1,000  words,”  the  introduction  states,  “and 
pictures  often  tell  stories  that  cannot  as  ef- 
fectively be  put  into  words.” 

Documentary  films  emphasize  subject  mat- 
ter rather  than  characters  “but  it  is  a fact 
that  people  like  to  go  to  the  movies,”  the 
pamphlet  states.  “The  medium  is  not  only 
popular  but  the  audience  is  more  receptive 
to  new  ideas,  so  that  attitudes  and  beliefs 
can  be  changed. 

“Seeing  how  our  Allies  and  enemies  live 
can  help  us  to  understand  them  better.  See- 
ing the  destruction  aerial  attacks  have 
wrought  makes  our  concept  of  total  war  more 
vivid  and  real  and  can  stimulate  our  desire 
to  help  rebuild  these  areas.  Seeing  the  condi- 
tions in  which  people  work  in  other  lands  or 
even  in  other  parts  of  our  own  vast  country 
increases  our  awareness  of  the  necessity  for 
unity.  Seeing  history  pass  before  us  brings  it 
to  life.” 

Discussion  groups  can  be  organized  around 
the  films,  the  pamphleteer  advises.  Warning 
that  showings  should  not  last  too  long,  the 
UE  News,  official  organ  of  the  United  Electri- 
cal, Radio  and  Machine  Workers  of  America, 
CIO,  states:  “The  job  of  the  local  leader  is  to 
organize  an  audience.  It  is  the  easiest  thing 
in  the  world  to  organize  audiences  to  suit  your 
purposes,  for  you  will  be  meeting  a natural 
demand.” 

The  informative  little  book  is  published  by 
the  CIO  department  of  research  and  educa- 
tion, 718  Jackson  PI.,  N.  W„  Washington  6. 
Some  of  the  subject  headings  are:  “Labor 
History  and  Problems,”  “The  Industrial 
Front,”  “Home  Front,”  “Farm  Front,”  “Fight- 
ing Front,”  “Background  and  History  of  the 
War,”  “Anti-Fascism,”  “Reconstruction  and 
the  Postwar  World,”  “Education”  and 
“Health  and  Nutrition.” 

Catholic  Paper  Says  'Keys' 
Is  Not  'Catholic  Picture' 

PITTSBURGH — The  Pittsburgh  Catholic, 
official  organ  of  the  diocese,  last  week  fea- 
tured this  editorial: 

“Catholic  publications  are  being  used  for 
big  advertisements  in  which  the  figure  of  a 
priest  stands  out,  with  a Sister  in  the  back- 
ground, and  a few  lines  of  text  designed  to 
stampede  Catholics  into  thinking  that  they 
simply  must  buy  tickets  for  ‘The  Keys  of  the 
Kingdom’  in  order  to  get  a full  realization  of 
the  meaning  of  their  religion. 

“Most  of  the  offensive  features  of  the  A.  J. 
Cronin  book  ‘The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom’  were 
eliminated  in  producing  the  film.  The  re- 
viewers of  the  National  Legion  of  Decency 
have  put  the  film  in  Class  Al;  that  is,  they 
made  this  special  notation:  ‘This  film, 
morally  unobjectionable,  contains  statements 
by  the  leading  character,  the  priest,  which 
are  susceptible  to  meaning  not  in  accordance 
with  Catholic  doctrine.’  So  this  is  certainly 
not  a ‘Catholic  motion  picture,’  it  is,  on  the 
contrary,  a Hollywood  commercial  produc- 
tion. And  for  that  very  reason  it  is  not  a 
reliable  guide  to  Catholic  teaching  or  Catho- 
lic conduct.” 


Donahue  Joins  Marcus 

MAYSVILLE,  KY. — Tom  Donahue,  former 
manager  for  the  Schine  circuit  here,  has 
resigned  to  take  a position  with  Marcus  En- 
terprises of  Fort  Wayne. 


MIDEAST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Through  his  connec- 
tion with  S.  A.  Peters, 
an  exhibitor  in  Sister- 
ville,  W.  Va.,  J.  J. 
Shannon  walked  into 
the  theatre  world. 
That  was  in  the  early 
days  of  films.  Today 
Shannon  operates  the 
New  Life  in  Woods- 
field,  Ohio.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Par- 
ent-Teacher Ass’n,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Moose.  Sons  George,  Phillip  and  Fred 
are  in  the  service;  two  children,  Joseph  and 
Evelyn,  are  with  Curtiss-Wright,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  four  others,  Francis,  Madelaine, 
Mary  and  Tony  are  at  home.  He  says,  “Ex- 
hibition is  the  greatest  game  of  all.” 


Frank  E.  Lee  and  his 
wife  are  pioneers.  For 
29  years  they  “used” 
what  they  found  in 
the  way  of  a theatre 
and  then  built  the 
house  they  operate  in 
Three  Oaks,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Lee  “played  her 
way”  into  the  indus- 
try. In  1910  she  start- 
ed as  piano  player  at 
the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent Lee.  The  following 
y§ar  the  Lees  bought  the  house.  Lee  is  band 
leader  and  cornetist.  His  motto  is  an  ex- 
hibitor should  stick  to  business  and  keep  out 
of  politics.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order, 
and  she  to  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  and 
both  are  as  active  as  any  of  the  younger  folk. 


When  J.  Real  Neth 

entered  the  film  in- 
dustry in  1914,  he 
could  have  been  said 
to  have  anticipated 
the  business  long  be- 
fore he  was  actually  a 
participant.  From  1904 
to  1914  he  was  a 
trouper  with  stock 
companies.  In  1926 
he  purchased  from  his 
associates  the  State, 

Cameo,  Clinton,  East- 
ern and  Grand  theatres  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
He  later  built  the  Markham,  then  acquired 
the  Lincoln  and  Bexley  theatres.  Neth  was 
the  eighth  United  States  exhibitor  to  install 
and  play  sound  pictures,  and  he  has  demon- 
strated his  far-sightedness  in  other  ways. 


The  Majestic,  Akron, 
was  in  the  family,  but 
Wilfred  A.  Smith  ac- 
quired the  house  the 
hard  way.  He  started 
as  usher  in  1916  under 
his  father  and  brother. 

Eight  years  later  he 
took  over  the  theatre 
himself,  having  proved 
he  understood  all  the 
aspects  of  the  business. 

His  chief  concern  to- 
day is  still  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Majestic.  Smith  recently  ran  for 
senator  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  His  two 
children,  Jo  Ann  and  Lawrence,  were  among 
his  most  enthusiastic  rooters.  President  of 
the  Akron  Theatre  Managers  Ass’n,  he  also 
is  a member  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio. 


Fred  J.  Dolle,  presi- 
dent of  the  Fourth 
Ave.  Amusement  Co., 
Louisville,  began  his 
exhibition  career  with 
an  open  air  theatre  in 
1908.  His  first  down- 
towner was  the  Alamo, 
Louisville.  He  installed 
the  second  sound  sys- 
tem in  the  United 
States  at  the  Strand, 
then  branched  to  In- 
d i a n a p o 1 i s,  Terre 
Haute,  Lafayette,  Marion  and  Logansport, 
Ind.  He  is  state  WAC  chairman,  state  thea- 
tre chairman  for  Red  Cross  and  March  of 
Dimes  drives,  and  was  state  theatre  chairman 
for  the  first  four  war  loans.  In  spite  of  this 
he  finds  time  for  various  athletic  attractions. 


Prior  to  entering  the 
entertainment  field  in 
1919,  Earle  Eveland 
was  court  clerk  and 
cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  at  Mc- 
Connelsville,  Ohio.  He 
and  Mrs.  Eveland  are 
comanagers  of  the  500- 
seat  Opera  House.  An 
energetic  worker  in 
war  bond  and  Red 
Cross  drive,  Eveland 
has  been  Sunday 
School  superintendent  ten  years,  president  of 
the  Business  Men’s  Ass’n  and  was  the  local 
Rotary’s  first  president  in  1925.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
Ohio,  the  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows  and  is  a 
past  patron  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


Thomas  started  as  as- 
sistant to  her  hus- 
band. After  he  went 
into  sales  work,  she 
assumed  operation  of 
the  theatre,  and  today 
manages  the  Parker 
and  Palace  theatres  in 
Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 

For  the  last  ten  years 
Mrs.  Thomas  has  been 
vice-president  of  the 
West  Virginia  Mana- 
gers’ Ass’n.  The  film  industry  has  always 
fascinated  Mrs.  Thomas,  but  no  less  than 
the  building  of  a complete  and  happy  home. 
Her  club  life  includes  active  participation 
in  the  Parkersburg  Woman’s  Club  and  De 
Sales  Heights  Alumnae  Ass’n. 


Bill  Biggio’s  initial 
participation  in  the 
industry  was  in  the 
nature  of  a family  af- 
fair. In  1925  he  de- 
cided to  go  into  busi- 
ness with  brother  Ed. 

It  is  the  enjoyment  he 
derives  from  his  work 
that  keeps  him  active- 
ly interested  in  films. 

He  is  a member  of  Al- 
lied. His  Grand  and 
Virginia  theatres  in 
Steubenville  and  Carrollton,  Ohio,  respective- 
ly, had  especially  circumspect  audiences  when 
he  was  deputy  sheriff.  He  spends  much  of 
his  spare  time  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  likes 
nothing  better  than  hunting. 
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n long  the  Rialto — Mary  Marguerite  Green, 
“ secretary  in  the  motion  picture  arbitra- 
tion office  since  it  was  opened,  has  moved 
upstairs  to  another  post  in  the  Penobscot 
Bldg.,  but  still  pinch-hits. 

Robert  B.  Hunt,  former  writer  at  War- 
ners, Universal  and  Columbia,  is  joining  the 
film  division  of  Visual  Training  Corp.  here 
. . . A1  Cook  is  joining  their  slide-film  writing 
staff,  and  Fred  Grady,  formerly  with  Paul 
Harris  Productions,  also  joins  the  script  staff. 

Tom  Persons,  chief  of  the  studios  at  Jam 
Handy,  has  returned  from  a month  in  Flor- 
ida . . . Jack  Ferentz  and  George  Clancy  of 
the  musicians’  union  away  to  a business  meet- 
ing, leaving  Les  Clark  to  hold  the  fort  here. 

Press  Agent  Harold  Berg  and  Bookers  Pete 
Iodice  and  Alex  Agreenoff  at  our  table  at 
the  cabaret  owners  dinner  . . . Edna  Ray,  for- 
merly with  the  Bryden  office,  is  joining  Gus 
Sun,  Val  Campbell  tells  us  . . . Chester  Rentie 
has  moved  his  booking  office  to  2010  Antoine 
St. 

Wolverines  — Ray  Branch,  Fred  Pennell, 
William  Schulte,  and  Joseph  P.  Uvick  trekked 
to  the  big  Allied  meet  at  Columbus  . . . Oli- 
ver & Tanner,  new  owner  of  the  Courtesy, 
has  already  joined  Allied  of  Michigan. 

Musical  Notes — Russell  McLaughlin  and 
Charles  Gentry  represented  Detroit  critics 
at  the  big  concert  at  Carnegie  Hall  . . . Les 
Clark  tells  us  the  union  is  giving  every  mem- 
ber in  the  service  a fine  leather  wallet  and 
a plastic-protected  membership  card  that  is 
proof  against  water  and  weather. 

Theatrical  Post  Notes — Legionnaires  were 
grieved  by  the  death  of  Manny  Schare,  vet- 
eran projectionist  . . . The  40  & 8 gang  was 
to  hold  a big  shindig  at  the  Detroit  Leland 
Hotel,  Saturday  night  . . . Antler  Post  had  an 
open  party  scheduled  for  the  same  night  at 
the  Elks  Club  next  door. 

Under  the  Marquees — Marjorie  Drake  of 
the  Harper  is  a whole  Van  Johnson  club  in 
herself — goes  to  see  his  pictures  nightly  after 
work  . . . Charles  Collins,  veteran  theatre 
manager,  has  an  infant  son.  It  is  Charlie’s 
eighth,  but  the  only  son  to  survive  . . . Pvt. 
Herman  “Wonder  Boy”  Cohen,  former  Dexter 
manager,  reports  being  all  tired  out  after  a 
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hard  day’s  work  at  Scott  Field,  where  he  has 
been  transferred. 

Harry  B.  Oliver  and  Sam  A.  Tanner,  new- 
comers to  show  business,  have  taken  over 
the  Courtesy  from  Jack  Broder.  Oliver  is  run- 
ning the  house.  Joseph  Olson,  formerly 
Olschefsky,  with  the  Continental  Realty,  ne- 
gotiated the  deal  . . . The  Michigan  is  tak- 
ing no  chances  on  its  customers  not  under- 
standing the  classic  allusions — “Casanova 
Brown”  is  being  widely  billed  with  the  word 
“lover”  in  parentheses  right  in  the  middle  of 
tne  title. 

Fred  Dickely  of  Altec  reports  a new  sound 
job  in  Dave  Newman’s  Jefferson  . . . Edward 
Jacobson,  exploiteer-manager  of  the  Monroe, 
downtown  house,  nas  resigned,  and  Jack  Le- 
r evre,  wno  has  run  the  concessions  there  the 
last  two  years,  is  taking  his  place. 

Exchanges  — John  L.  Loell,  clerk  of  the 
aroitrauon  tribunal,  says  tne  telephone  oper- 
ators at  the  exchanges  do  a good  job  at  their 
assignments  . . . Harvey  Trombley,  Columbia 
booxer,  has  left  to  go  into  war  work  at  the 
Briggs  plant  . . . Harold  Morrison,  former 
Coiumoia  snipper,  takes  his  post  . . . Bob  Dun- 
bar, Warner  manager  wno  usually  leads  the 
tan  position  in  bowling  scores,  warmed  up 
ana  roiled  221  for  something  like  an  all-time 
recora  . . . Lou  Berman  of  Universal  advises 
tne  Detroit  exchange  is  tne  national  leader 
in  tne  BUI  Scully  anve — and  hopes  Wolverine 
exmuitors  will  help  the  boys  stay  there. 

Ralph  Elliott,  Monogram  booker,  says  he 
aoes  not  get  on  the  news  front  . . . Milton 
Zimmerman,  Universal,  trying  to  dig  up  stork 
news  . . . Fred  Bonnem  reports  tne  upstate 
rteei  Guys  covering  in  part  by  ous  . . Kal 

Bruss  of  UA  taking  to  dark  glasses  . . . Milt 
Cohen,  RKO  manager,  breakfasting  with  his 
visiting  star,  Virginia  Mayo  . . . Elaine  Fultz, 
formerly  with  2Uth-Fox  here,  has  joined  Co- 
lumbia at  Des  Moines  as  assistant  booker. 

Up  in  the  Booths — Floyd  Akins  of  the 
Circle  has  been  fighting  a severe  cold  with 
the  aid  of  a snow  shovel  . . . Carl  G.  Sims 
of  the  Imperial  has  moved  his  furniture  up 
here  from  his  former  home  in  Illinois  . . . 
William  Moesta  of  the  Norwest  and  Barney 
Kobel  of  the  Broadway-Capitol  has  left  for 
Florida  . . . Cass  Newell  has  returned  to  the 
Cinderella  after  visiting  his  son  on  the  west 
coast. 

Charles  Crowell  of  the  Fox  left  for  St. 
Petersburg  . . . Sam  Johnson  of  the  RKO- 
Upton  in  Highland  Park  leaves  for  Florida 
next  week  . . . Roger  Kennedy  went  to  the 
golden  anniversary  dinner  of  Local  27  at 
Cleveland  with  Jerry  Brick  and  Clyde  Adler 
of  the  stagehands  . . . LeO  Brooks  of  the  Star 
is  using  those  new  postal  notes  already. 

N.  H.  “Slim”  Haugen,  former  manager  of 
the  Fuller  at  Kalamazoo  in  1921,  died  re- 
cently in  St.  Louis  . . . N.  Peter  Rathvon,  na- 
tional Red  Cross  drive  chairman,  has  set  the 
Detroit  meet  for  Friday,  February  23,  with 
Abe  Montague  and  Si  Fabian,  presiding. 

Donald  Shields  Casualty 
In  the  Pacific  Fighting 

DETROIT — Pvt.  Donald  Shields,  who  was 
in  the  Film  Bldg,  a number  of  years,  was 
wounded  in  action  in  the  Pacific  and  has  been 
transferred  to  a base  hospital.  He  was  re- 
ported shot  in  the  legs. 

Shields  is  the  stepson  of  Albert  Dezel, 
manager  of  Film  Classics,  and  was  formerly 
in  the  Dezel  Roadshows  office. 

In  the  service,  he  was  in  the  same  organi- 
zation as  Harry  Danzig,  former  manager  of 
the  Kramer  Theatre. 


Michigan  Group  Seeks 
Variety  Club  Charter 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.— Variety  Clubs 
of  America  have  received  an  application  for 
a charter  from  a group  of  local  film  men. 
Officers  have  been  tentatively  elected  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jack  Stewart,  chief  barker;  Walter  J.  Nor- 
ris, first  assistant;  Grove  Wilier,  second  as- 
sistant; Leo  Robinson,  dough  guy,  and  Frank 
A.  Kleaver,  property  master. 

The  charter  application,  addressed  to  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  national  chief  barker,  asked  for 
permission  to  enroll  members  from  Grand 
Rapids  and  western  Michigan.  The  signers 
include: 

Walter  J.  Norris,  manager,  Butterfield  The- 
atres, Grand  Rapids;  Frank  Kleaver,  Up- 
town Theatre;  Grover  L.  Wilier,  Wilier  & 
Boshoven  Theatres;  Leo  J.  Robinson,  Bur- 
ton & Fulton  Theatres;  John  D.  Locks,  Foto 
News;  George  W.  Sampson,  RKO  representa- 
tive; Howard  M.  Carter,  Playhouse,  White- 
hall; Emmet  Roche,  Pentwater  & Shelby; 
Glenn  Wallace,  4-Star  Theatre;  Naman 
Frank,  Wayland  Theatre,  Wayland;  Ed  Lane, 
Sparta  Theatre,  Sparta;  Emmet  Goodrich, 
Savoy  Theatre;  Jack  Stewart,  Universal  rep- 
resentative. 

Also  Mark  Christeson,  Butterfield  The- 
atres; Herb  Schilds,  Columbia  representative; 
Stanley  Johnson,  Warner  Bros,  representa- 
tive; Morris  Frank,  Kent  Theatre;  Elmer 
Woods,  Columbia  Theatre;  Roy  Taylor, 
Southlawn  Theatre;  Allan  Johnson,  B&J 
Theatres;  William  B.  Potts,  J.  M.  McKear- 
nan,  Orpheum  Theatre,  and  Henry  Carley, 
Holland  Theatre. 


Party  for  Ben  Zimner 
Prior  to  His  Marriage 

DETROIT  — Ben  Zimner,  RKO  salesman, 
was  guest  of  honor  at  a bachelor  party 
staged  at  Variety  Club  by  the  film  bowling 
league  and  personal  friends.  Around  125 
persons  turned  out  in  all  for  the  event. 

Joseph  J.  Lee,  20th-Fox  branch  manager, 
was  master  of  ceremonies,  and  presentation 
of  a sterling  silver  table  service  on  behalf  of 
the  crowd  was  made  by  George  McCall, 
manager  of  the  Hughes-Downtown. 

Committee  arranging  the  affair  consisted 
of  Moe  Dudelson,  UA  branch  manager; 
Robert  Dunbar,  WB  manager;  Eddie  Loye, 
RKO  booker;  Jack  Zide,  Allied  Films  man- 
ager, ana  Milton  Cohen,  RKO  manager. 

Zimner  is  to  be  married  February  5,  as 
previously  reported  in  BOXOFFICE,  to  the 
daughter  of  Jack  Goldhar,  UA  division  man- 
ager. 

Personal  notes  on  the  party: 

Emil  Beck  proved  to  be  a first  class  barten- 
der. Eddie  Linick,  a boyhood  friend  of  Ben’s 
and  son  of  Manfred  Linick,  pioneer  Detroit 
exhibitor,  was  there  from  Columbus.  Charlie 
Perry,  Arvid  Kantor  and  Dr.  Katzman  were 
stragglers  at  the  banquet  table.  Henry  Zapp 
was  talking  about  his  ex-partner,  Anne 
O’Donnell.  Dave  Newman  magisterially  sat  in 
on  a game  with  Bill  London  and  Alex 
Schreiber.  A1  Zolzman  was  just  looking  over 
the  situation. 

Alex  Silay  Takes  Over 
Bentleyville  Theatre 

BENTLEYVILLE,  PA.— The  Roosevelt  here 
has  been  transferred  to  Alex  Silay  from  Miss 
Mary  Louise  Faenza.  Silay,  who  operates  a 
circuit  in  western  Pennsylvania  and  West  Vir- 
ginia, opened  the  Roxy  here  a year  or  so  ago. 
Miss  Faenza  and  her  brother  Frank  had  oper- 
ated the  Roosevelt  for  several  years,  succeed- 
ing their  father,  Matteo  Faenza,  who  re- 
tired. 
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General  Theatres  Tops 
Film  Bowling  League 

DETROIT — General  Theatre  Service  still 
leads  the  Film  Bowling  League: 


Team — Won  Lost 

General  Theatre  Service  11  5 

Film  Truck  Service  10  6 

RKO  Radio  8 8 

Monogram  8 8 

Republic  8 8 

Cooperative  Theatres  8 8 

United  Artists  6 10 

Theatrical  Advertising  11 


RKO  turned  up  a 929,  high  team  single  for  the 
season,  displacing  General  Theatres'  former  record 
of  887,  and  also  totaled  2,503  for  third  high  for  threes. 
Walter  Goryl  aided  by  turning  in  a total  of  605,  third 
high  individual  score  for  the  season.  Other  high 
scores  were:  Goryl,  222  and  209;  Pasanen,  221;  Boyer, 
215;  Pollard,  220,  and  Smith,  216. 

Brenkert  Still  Holding  Slim  Lead 
In  Detroit's  Nightingale  Club 

DETROIT — Brenkert  still  holds  a narrow 
lead  in  the  Nightingale  Club: 


Team — Won  Lost 

Brenkert  Projectors  29  19 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  28  20 

National  Theatre  Supply  27  21 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment  27  21 

National  Carbon  Co 23  25 

Altec  Sound  Service  22  26 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply  18  30 

McArthur's  Motiograph  18  30 

High  scores  were  rolled  by:  Michael  Creel,  237; 


Jack  Hall,  228;  Jack  Lindenthal,  214  and  207,  for  a 
total  600;  Edgar  Douville,  214;  Carl  Mingoine,  209, 
and  Roy  Thompson,  202. 

The  Nightingale  Club  extends  sympathy  to 
the  Manny  Schare  family. 

Major  NTS  Installations 
In  Three  Detroit  Houses 

DETROIT  — National  Theatre  Supply  is 
completing  three  major  equipment  installa- 
tions; namely,  Simplex  sound,  projectors  and 
lamphouses  in  the  Garden  at  Marshall  for 
W.  G.  Thick  and  in  the  New  at  New  Balti- 
more for  A1  Grasgrin,  and  Simplex  lamps  and 
rectifiers  in  the  Fox  at  Mason  for  H.  Fox. 

In  Detroit,  NTS  has  installed  Walker  PM 
screens  in  eight  houses:  the  Oriole,  Eastown 
and  Roosevelt  for  Wisper  & Wetsman;  Annex 
and  Madison  for  United  Detroit;  Imperial  for 
Michael  J.  Chargot,  and  Grand  and  Belmont 
for  Sam  Brown. 

Clarence  Williamson,  manager,  also  re- 
ported installations  of  Simplex  projectors  and 
plastic-molded  screen  in  the  Hoover  for 
George  Pepper;  PM  screens  in  the  Granada 
for  Arthur  Robinson,  the  Eastown  for  Wisper 
& Wetsman  and  the  Telenews  Theatre;  Sim- 
plex E7  projectors  in  the  Calvin  at  Dearborn 
for  Wisper  & Wetsman,  and  Simplex  sound, 
lamphouses,  and  accessories  for  the  David 
Newman  circuit  in  the  Jefferson. 

Under  the  new  tieup  with  Long  Sign  Co., 
NTS  here  has  completed  the  contract  for  the 
installation  of  Wagner  plastic  letters  on  three 
of  the  city’s  largest  theatres,  the  Michigan, 
United  Artists  and  Riviera,  also  for  United 
Detroit  circuit. 

Grand  at  Canton  Closes 
With  Troupe  Minus  Pay 

CANTON — The  Grand  here,  playing  grind 
burlesque  since  last  fall,  closed  recently 
when  promoters  without  notice  failed  to  put 
in  their  appearance.  Business  in  recent 
weeks  had  been  sadly  off,  but  sponsors  held 
on  hoping  that  the  patronage  would  pick  up, 
but  it  didn’t.  It  is  understood  that  the  cur- 
rent attraction,  a dozen  or  so  people,  stage- 
hands and  musicians,  are  holding  the  bag  for 
a week’s  salary.  It  also  was  said  that  one  of 
the  backers  had  promised  that  all  union 
contracts  would  be  paid  in  full. 

The  house  in  recent  years  had  experienced 
a hectic  time,  closing  frequently  then  reopen- 
ing, but  never  for  any  length  of  time. 


Boiler  Room  Blaze  Guts 
Lyric  at  Guthrie,  Ky 

GUTHRIE,  KY.— A $50,000  fire  which  ap- 
parently originated  in  the  boiler  room  de- 
stroyed the  Lyric  Theatre  here  January  6 
and  threatened  to  sweep  through  an  entire 
block  of  buildings  before  it  was  extinguished 
by  fire  departments  from  Guthrie,  Clarks- 
ville, Elkton  and  Trenton. 

Besides  the  gutted  theatre  the  Guthrie 
branch  of  the  Elkton  Bank  & Trust  Co.,  next 
door,  was  damaged  by  water.  Telephone 
operators  working  in  the  exchange  over  the 
bank  were  forced  away  from  their  posts  by 
by  the  water  and  smoke  and  telephone  serv- 
ice was  disrupted  for  a short  time. 

Tony  Sudekum  of  Nashville  is  owner  of 
the  Lyric. 


Lou  Krieger  Booking 
Numerous  Reissues 

PITTSBURGH — A number  of  reissues  are 
going  into  general  release  here  from  the 
film  vaults  of  Louis  Krieger,  independent 
distributor.  He  is  booking  “Everything  Is 
Thunder,”  with  Constance  Bennett  and 
Douglas  Montgomery;  “King  of  the  Damned," 
with  Conrad  Veidt;  “Strangers  on  a Honey- 
moon,” with  Constance  Cummings,  Hugh 
Sinclair  and  Noah  Beery;  “The  Iron  Duke,” 
with  George  Arliss;  “Three  on  a Weekend” 
and  “Dr.  Syn,”  both  featuring  Margaret 
Lockwood  and  John  Loder.  An  exploitation 
feature,  “King  of  the  Sierras,”  is  rated  as 
an  outstanding  horse  picture,  the  climax  a 
battle  between  a white  stallion  and  a black 
devil.  Krieger  has  100  features  available. 


TWO  DETROIT  THEATREMEN  ASK 
YOUR  VOTE  AND  SUPPORT,  ON 
MONDAY,  FEB.  19 


OSCAR  A. 

GORELICK 


Candidate 

ior 

RECORDER'S 

COURT 

JUDGE 


A Friend  of  Business 
and  Labor 


Your  Vote  and  Support 
Will  Be  Appreciated . 


GEORGE  L. 


Me  BATH 


Candidate 

for 


COMMON 

PLEAS 

JUDGE 

(Term  Ending  Dec.  31,  1947) 

Former  Assistant  Prosecutor  of 
Wayne  County  Under  Two  Ad- 
ministrations. 

Active  Member  of  I.A.T.S.E. 
Local  199,  Detroit,  Since  1918. 
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CINCINNATI 


Daul  Hollen,  the  Alpine  circuit,  was  a visitor 
* . . . Other  exhibitors  on  the  Row  were 
Manny  and  Louis  Shore,  Williamson  and 
War,  W.  Va.  Reports  are  Manny  is  almost 
his  old  self  following  his  recent  major  opera- 
tion . . . Mrs.  Fon  Sexton  and  son  A.  J.  were 
in  from  Ashland,  Ky.  . . . Seth  Ray  Frisz  and 
Bill  Lyibel,  Charkeres  circuit,  Cleveland  . . . 
C.  A.  Metro,  Portsmouth;  C.  F.  Pfister,  Troy; 
E.  L.  Keesling,  Bramwell,  W.  Va.;  Lester  Ros- 
enfeld,  Dunbar,  W.  Va. 

Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox  division  mana- 
ger, was  here  for  a sales  conference  with  Lev 
Bugie  and  the  local  Fox  sales  force  . . . Jack 
Needham’s  wife  is  confined  to  a Columbus 
hospital.  He  is  the  20th-Fox  salesman  for 
the  Columbus  territory. 

Virginia  Philpot,  20th-Fox  contract  clerk, 
has  returned  to  her  desk  following  a severe 
attack  of  the  flu  . . . Hardie  Meakin,  assistant 
RKO  division  manager,  has  returned  from 
Washington. 

Lee  Goldberg,  Popular  Pictures,  and  Mrs. 
Goldberg  are  back  following  a two-week  busi- 
ness trip  to  New  York  . . . The  father-in-law 
of  Roy  Ginder,  20th-Fox,  died  recently. 

The  20th-Fox  personnel  enjoyed  a visit 
from  Lon  McCallister,  here  with  the  stage 
showing  of  “Winged  Victory.”  “Cute  off  the 
stage  as  on,”  was  the  verdict  from  the  gals. 
The  men  were  impressed  by  the  star’s  friend- 
liness and  engaging  personality. 

Universal  Club  gave  a party  recently  for 
Bob  Langer,  promoted  to  salesman,  and  Mike 
Moran,  new  addition  to  the  booking  depart- 
ment. There  were  a lunch,  dancing  and  a 
screening  of  “Here  Come  the  Co-Eds”  . . . Ida 
Marvin,  Universal  biller,  was  on  the  sick  list 
. . . Charles  Fine,  operator  of  the  Empire,  has 
returned  to  Florida  following  a short  visit 
here. 

Fred  Otto,  former  Highland  manager  now 
stationed  in  France,  was  surprised  when  an 
American  contingent  arrived  with  his  younger 
brother  among  the  first  to  reach  camp. 

Dick  Breslin,  formerly  with  Universal’s  ad- 
vertising department,  is  now  stationed  in  the 
Philippines.  Dick  has  been  on  the  move  con- 
stantly so  that  Christmas  packages  have  not 
caught  up  with  him  . . . Harold  Raives, 
Schine’s  Cleveland  office,  and  Lou  Hensler  of 
the  Lexington  office  were  here  visiting  the 
local  office,  headed  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Wood- 
ruff. 

Irving  Wormser,  New  York  home  office  of 
Film  Classics,  was  a visitor  . . . Louis  Van 
Baalen,  local  exchange  head,  reports  “Ivory 
Coast”  and  “Pack  Up  Your  Troubles”  are 
dualed  at  the  RKO  Shubert. 


LTC  Donates  Blood 

PITTSBURGH— Members  of  the  Ladies 
Theatrical  Club  donated  blood  Monday  at 
the  Red  Cross.  The  club,  composed  of  wives 
of  Variety  Club  members,  provided  recre- 
ation rooms  at  Camp  Reynolds  and  aided 
parents  of  Deshon  patients  to  visit  them  at 
Christmas.  LTC  assists  in  providing  enter- 
tainment at  the  USO-Variety  Club  Canteen. 


NANG 'EM  FROM  THE  BALCONY 

3.\  fee  _/£g\ 


WAHOO 

America's  finest  Screen  Game 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  <31  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


TEN  YEARS  AGO 

PITTSBURGH  — From  BOXOFFICE  files 

ten  years  ago: 

Mrs.  Martha  Guthrie,  widow  of  John 
Guthrie,  Grove  City  . . . Fred  J.  Herrington, 
Alex  S.  Moore  and  William  and  Harry 
Walker  represented  local  independent  theatre 
owners  at  an  NRA  compliance  council  meet- 
ing in  Washington,  with  Alexander  P.  Lind- 
say and  Martin  Silverman  employed  as  coun- 
sel ..  . Glen  Floyd  and  Joe  Huszar,  Follans- 
bee,  W.  Va.,  exhibitors,  acquired  the  Roxy, 
Monaca,  Pa.,  and  Louis  Rothenstein,  former 
proprietor,  moved  to  West  Aliquippa  to  as- 
sist his  brother  Abe  in  the  management  of 
the  Aliquippa  . . . Charlie  Stanton  reorgan- 
ized his  commercial  film  company  under  the 
name  of  Atlantic  Screen  Service,  having  a 
tiein  with  James  H.  Nash,  James  O’Keefe 
and  Peter  Alderman,  representing  an  adver- 
tising agency. 

Several  Sunday  film  bills  were  before  the 
Pennsylvania  legislature  . . . Larry  Puglia, 
Waynesburg  exhibitor,  was  fined  for  exhibit- 
ing Sunday  films  . . . Mike  Thomas,  Clairton 
exhibitor,  who  had  not  signed  an  Ascap  con- 
tract, was  named  defendant  in  a second  copy- 
right suit  in  federal  court  . . . George  Shafer 
closed  the  Pitt,  stating  he  had  lost  $28,000  in 
20  weeks  of  operation. 

Although  Grove  City  theatres  had  never 
presented  Sunday  performances,  the  city  fa- 
thers passed  an  ordinance  which  prohibited 
Sabbath  shows  . . . John  H.  Harris  improved 
Duquesne  Gardens,  installed  new  seats,  and 
set  himself  up  in  the  ice  hockey  business  . . . 
Biatt  Bros,  acquired  the  Liberty,  Mercer,  from 
John  Lang. 

Charles  Freeman  of  New  Castle  became 
proprietor  of  the  Victor,  Meadville  . . . Lou 
Padolf  started  construction  of  a new  theatre 
at  Bellevue  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Alex- 
ander were  honored  at  a testimonial  dinner 
on  their  occasion  of  their  25th  wedding  anni- 
versary.—RFK. 

Virginia  Mayo  Makes  Plea 
For  Detroit  Blood  Bank 

DETROIT — Virginia  Mayo  made  a three- 
day  series  of  personal  appearances  at  the 
Hughes-Downtown  in  connection  with  the 
opening  of  her  feature,  “The  Princess  and 
the  Pirate.”  Appeals  for  blood  donors  were 
the  prime  object  of  her  Detroit  appearances. 

Charles  Kinney,  RKO  exploitation  director, 
arranged  a cocktail  party  for  circuit  heads 
and  the  press  at  the  Hotel  Statler.  Manager 
Milton  E.  Cohen  was  chief  of  staff  for  the 
event.  Miss  Roma  Burton,  the  star’s  personal 
press  representative,  was  very  much  on  hand 
and  Jack  Keegan,  Jim  Sharkey,  Sam  Bar- 
rett, Allen  Dowzer,  Ollie  Brooks,  Lew  Wisper, 
and  Frank  Wetsman  were  among  the  cir- 
cuiteers  present. 

Charles  Gentry,  A1  Weitschat,  John  Fin- 
layson  and  Harry  Wisper  were  among  the 
press  and  radio  guests  present  and  E.  C.  Cul- 
ver, manager  of  the  Downtown  attended,  to- 
gether with  Martha  Tilton,  star  of  the  pre- 
ceding week’s  show. 

Bordonaro  Is  Renamed 
Head  of  Local  No.  444 

NEW  KENSINGTON,  PA.  — William 
“Blacky”  Bordonaro  was  renamed  president 
of  the  New  Kensington-Tarentum  Local  444, 
IATSE,  at  the  annual  election. 

Other  officers  elected  were:  Walter  Austin, 
vice-president;  Joseph  J.  McClosky,  business 
agent;  F.  P.  McCoy,  corresponding-record- 
ing secretary;  Charles  Wolfe,  treasurer;  I.  E. 
Fike  and  Joseph  Kaduk,  executive  board. 
Re-elected  trustees  were  Joseph  Mickelic, 
Howard  Wolfe  and  B.  Mitch  Wasachlo. 

McCoy,  secretary,  and  Wolfe,  treasurer,  are 
holdovers  in  office,  and  Austin,  McClosky, 
Kaduk  and  Fike  are  new  officers. 


Gilliland  and  Dietrich 
Die  in  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH — IATSE  Local  171  lost  two 
veteran  members  by  death  last  week. 

Arthur  P.  Gilliland  died  at  his  home  Janu- 
ary 28.  The  funeral  was  held  January  31  in 
Oakland.  Gilliland  was  a projectionist  at 
Warners’  Regent,  East  Liberty. 

Clayton  A.  Dietrich,  projectionists  business 
agent  a number  of  years  ago,  died  at  his 
home  in  Coraopolis  Heights,  January  30.  A 
Stanley  projectionist,  he  is  survived  by  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Hattie  Dietrich  Shuler,  and 
three  sons,  Captain  Clayton,  Charles  and 
Ernest  Dietrich,  all  overseas. 


Tri-State  Area  Reaches 
Its  Goal  for  First  Time 

PITTSBURGH — John  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M 
central  division  manager  and  March  of  Dimes 
distributor  chairman,  announces  that  approx- 
imately 625  theatres  in  this  area  were  pledged 
to  give  full  support  to  the  audience  collection 
campaign  for  the  infantile  paralysis  fund. 

He  stated  every  theatre  in  the  tri-state  dis- 
trict was  participating  and  that  this  was  the 
first  time  that  the  100  per  cent  goal  had  been 
attained. 

Saal  Gottlieb,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
conducted  the  campaign  in  the  trade  in  aid- 
ing the  March  of  Dimes.  Collections  were  re- 
ported as  being  heavy  and  better  than  in 
prior  drives  by  theatre  owners  and  managers. 
A new  record  was  anticipated,  although  thea- 
tre attendance  generally  was  under  par  and 
poor. 

National  Trailer  Campaign 
Planned  by  the  Legion 

PITTSBURGH — The  American  Legion  will 
conduct  a national  campaign  via  motion  pic- 
ture screens  in  the  veterans  association’s 
greatest  membership  drive.  Ed  Levin,  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  representative,  con- 
ceived the  idea  for  a trailer  campaign  and 
the  American  Legion  nationally  adopted  the 
plan. 

Thousands  of  trailers  are  being  prepared  as 
the  first  of  several  short-films  which  will  ex- 
ploit advantages  of  American  Legion  mem- 
bership. 


Lou  Moldavsky  Marries 

CLEVELAND — Lou  Moldavsky,  formerly  of 
Vendola  Corp.,  and  Miss  Evalyn  Slavin  of 
this  city  was  married  just  recently  at 
Wade  Park  Manor.  Moldavsky  recently  re- 
ceived an  army  discharge  after  more  than 
two  years  of  service. 


State  Now  Spic  and  Span 

WHEELING,  W.  VA.  — Decorators  were 
busy  for  a week  at  Velas’  State,  and  the 
1,000-seat  house  is  now  spic  and  span. 


Andy  Biordi  Launches 
Seventh  Bond  Drive ! 

Ellwood  City,  Pa. — Andy  Biordi  jumped 
the  gun  a little  at  his  Majestic  in  exploit- 
ing the  Seventh  War  Loan  drive. 

He  secured  cooperation  from  schools, 
newspapers  and  radio  station  in  exploiting 
an  essay  contest  on  “Why  Everyone 
Should  See  ‘Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo’.” 
Charles  Baron,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  who 
assists  in  exhibitor  campaigns  and  who 
had  his  fingers  in  this  pie,  states  that 
Biordi’s  announced  prize  in  the  contest 
is  a Seventh  War  Loan  bond. 
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Bills  Affecting  Trade 
Up  in  Connecticut 

NEW  HAVEN— Four  bills  affecting  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  have  already  been  filed 
in  this  session  of  the  state  legislature,  and 
representatives  are  awaiting  assignment  of 
hearing  dates  in  committees. 

In  addition  to  the  perennially  filed  and 
thus  far  defeated  “two-men-in-a-booth”  bill, 
formulated  as  a public  safety  measure,  sen- 
ate bill  No.  Ill  has  been  referred  to  licensed 
occupations  committee  and  provides  for  the 
licensing  of  stationary  power  engineers  and 
boiler  operators;  senate  bill  No.  86,  referred 
to  public  health  and  safety,  defines  places  of 
assembly  and  sets  up  minimum  requirements 
as  to  entrances  and  exits,  doorways,  and  stair- 
ways, maximum  seating  capacity,  illumina- 
tion and  inspection,  and  supervision  by  fire 
marshal;  and  an  amendment  to  Section 
143E  of  the  1939  cumulative  supplement  of 
Connecticut,  would  permit,  by  local  option, 
the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  on  Sunday 
from  1 to  11:30  p.  m„  instead  of  as  at  pres- 
ent, from  2 to  11  p.  m. 

Governor  to  Appoint  Five 

Bill  111  asks  that  the  governor  appoint  five 
persons  as  a board  of  examiners  of  stationary 
power  engineers  and  boiler  operators,  said 
board  to  examine  applicants  for  licenses,  set 
fees,  and  make  further  regulations.  It  fur- 
ther sets  a fine  of  $50  for  operation  of  a 
boiler  or  power  plant  without  a license,  both 
for  the  operator  and  the  employer. 

The  public  safety  bill  86  contains  lengthy 
provisions  regarding  exits,  seating,  lighting, 
etc.,  many  of  which  have  already  been  en- 
forced by  the  state  police  in  their  rigorous 
inspection  of  theatres  following  the  Hartford 
circus  fire.  Section  2 of  the  bill  provides: 
Each  way  of  egress  shall  consist  of  a door- 
way at  floor  level  opening  directly  into  the 
open  air  or  to  a passageway  or  stairs,  or  a 
combination  of  both  leading  to  the  open  air, 
with  proper  provisions  for  reaching  a public 
street. 

Each  such  doorway,  passageway,  and  stairs 
shall  be  at  least  three  feet  in  width  and  of 
such  greater  width  as  conditions  may  re- 
quire. In  such  places  of  assembly  having  a 
capacity  in  excess  of  200,  the  egress  facilities 
shall  be  provided  on  a basis  of  three  feet  of 
horizontal  width  of  egress  for  each  100  per- 
sons to  be  accommodated. 

Doors  Must  Open  Easily 

Each  door  opening  from  a place  of  as- 
sembly, or  in  any  hallway  or  stairway  leading 
from  such  place  shall  be  at  least  six  feet,  six 
inches  in  height,  and  so  hung  as  to  open  in 
the  direction  of  exit  travel,  and  if  a lock  is 
used  on  any  such  door  it  shall  be  of  the  type 
that  permits  the  door  to  open  freely  in  the 
direction  of  exit  travel  by  the  turning  of  a 
knob  or  pushing  of  a bar.  No  other  locks  or 
bolts  shall  be  permitted  on  any  such  door. 

As  to  illumination,  each  exit  doorway  and 
the  doorway  in  any  passageway  or  any  stair- 
way leading  therefrom  is  to  be  illuminated, 
and  directional  signs  are  to  be  used  when 
necessary.  All  stairs  and  steps  three  feet  or 
over  in  width  shall  have  suitable  handrails 
on  both  sides,  and  if  eight  feet  or  more  in 
width,  a center  handrail. 

Pavement  may  be  required  for  the  ground 
area  immediately  in  front  of  an  exterior  exit. 
All  courtways  leading  from  means  of  egress 
shall  be  at  least  four  feet  in  width. 

For  each  person  in  a theatre  or  other  fixed 
seating  place,  six  square  feet  must  be  allowed. 

Each  local  fire  marshal  shall  inspect  all 
places  of  assembly  at  least  twice  a year.  He 
may  limit  the  amount  of  combustible  decora- 
tion material  and  may  require  flameproof- 
ing, and  order  the  abatement  of  any  other 
fire  or  casualty  hazards,  and  installation  of 
fire-fighting  appliances. 

If  he  finds  structural  change  necessary,  he 
shall  notify  the  building  inspector  who  shall 


GOVERNOR  COOPERATES— Maurice 
J.  Tobin,  governor  of  Massachusetts,  pre- 
sents to  Col.  Howard  Nester,  air  liaison 
officer,  First  service  command,  his  proc- 
lamation declaring  “United  States  Army 
Air  Forces  week”  in  connection  with  the 
showing  of  20th-Fox’s  “Winged  Victory.” 


order  these  changes.  Fine  of  not  more  than 
$200  or  imprisonment  of  30  days  or  both,  is 
provided  for  violations. 

Herman  M.  Levy,  Connecticut  MPTO  exec- 
utive secretary,  is  registered  lobbyist  for  the 
motion  picture  industry  at  this  session  of  the 
legislature. 

Theatre  Fuel  Ample 
Over  Connecticut 

HARTFORD  — As  a new  storm  increased 
transportation  difficulties  last  week,  Con- 
necticut officials  took  action  to  meet  the 
coal  shortage  by  ordering  coal  dealers  not  to 
deliver  egg,  stove,  nut  or  pea  coal  to  thea- 
tres, amusement  places  and  public  buildings 
generally.  Only  substitute  fuel  will  be  sent 
to  such  places. 

Fuel  Administrator  Seth  W.  Darley  said 
that  there  have  been  no  requests  to  close  pub- 
lic buildings  in  this  area  as  the  supply  of 
coal  has  not  become  critically  short.  Thea- 
tres in  this  area  were  reported  to  have  ample 
stocks.  Some  officials,  however,  suggested 
that  a bill  be  introduced  for  the  closing  of 
stores,  theatres,  and  other  public  buildings 
one  day  a week  in  Connecticut  but  no  action 
was  taken.  A similar  measure  was  taken  two 
years  ago  for  a brief  time. 


The  Fuel  Crisis  Is  Studied 
By  Connecticut  Head 

NEW  HAVEN — Following  the  announce- 
ment that  no  hard  coal  would  be  supplied  to 
theatres,  Gov.  Raymond  Baldwin  called  a 
meeting  in  Hartford  last  week  to  review  the 
entire  fuel  situation  in  this  state.  The  legis- 
lature had  given  the  governor  full  power  to 
deal  with  the  matter  if  an  emergency  situa- 
tion should  arise  in  Connecticut. 

Although  there  was  speculation  and  rumor 
that  theatres  and  department  stores  might  be 
asked  to  close  one  day  a week  in  the  in- 
terest of  fuel  conservation,  no  such  measure 
has  thus  far  been  considered  necessary.  Most 
Connecticut  exhibitors  who  burn  coal  have 
been  using  or  are  equipped  to  use  soft  coal. 


Chore  on  "Burning  the  Trail" 

Scripting  chore  on  Columbia’s  “Burning 
the  Trail”  has  been  handed  Louise  Rousseau. 


Business  Not  Hurl 
By  the  Brownout 

HARTFORD — A survey  in  this  area  dis- 
closed that  the  blackout  of  theatre  marquees 
February  1 has  not  caused  a decrease  in  at- 
tendance, nor  does  it  seem  to  have  resulted 
in  any  real  inconvenience.  One  first  run 
manager  said,  “People  know  where  the  thea- 
tres are  located  and  do  not  need  spotlights 
to  direct  them.”  Another:  “Our  press  ads 
and  exploitation  tieups  are  extensive  enough 
to  advertise  the  bookings  even  if  marquee 
lights  are  toned  down.” 

As  an  additional  fuel  saving  measure, 
“early  bird”  shows  have  been  eliminated  in 
this  territory. 

Theatres  are  also  using  screen  trailers  to 
inform  patrons  of  the  government’s  fuel  sav- 
ing program  and  urging  full  cooperation. 

The  question  of  continuing  midnight  shows, 
which  are  part  of  the  policy  at  the  State  and 
Dow’s  theatres,  has  not  been  decided. 

Chas  Snyder  Quits  Lenox; 
Tom  Hagan  New  Manager 

HARTFORD — Charles  Snyder,  manager  of 
the  Warner-Lenox  here,  has  resigned  and 
gone  to  Rochester,  N.Y.,  for  further  theatre 
connections.  The  theatre  staff  gave  him  a 
farewell  party  and  presented  him  a $50  war 
bond.  Thomas  Hagan,  former  manager  of 
the  Warner  Theatre  in  Beverly  Hills,  Calif., 
has  been  named  new  manager  of  the  Lenox. 

W.  S.  Hart  Gives  $100,000 
For  an  Animal  Sanctuary 

BRIDGEPORT — William  S.  Hart,  western 
star  of  the  silent  days,  has  made  a gift  of 
$100,000  to  the  Connecticut  Humane  Society 
for  the  establishment  of  a sanctuary  for 
small  animals  as  a memorial  to  his  sister, 
Mary  E.  Hart.  Hart  maintains  a residence 
in  nearby  Westport. 

Vic  Morrelli  Past  Crisis 
In  Pneumonia  Battle 

BRISTOL,  CONN— Victor  Morrelli,  man- 
ager of  the  Bristol  Theatre,  has  passed  the 
crisis  in  his  illness  with  pneumonia  and  is 
on  the  road  to  recovery.  Henry  Wittke,  as- 
sistant at  the  State,  Manchester,  is  substi- 
tuting at  the  Bristol. 


Dinner  for  Stan  Redmond 

HARTFORD — A farewell  dinner  was  given 
by  local  showmen  and  friends  at  the  Hotel 
Garde  for  Stanley  Redmond  who  leaves  the 
helm  of  the  Allyn  here  to  become  manager  of 
the  M&P  Theatre  in  Taunton,  Mass.  Irving 
Goldstein  was  master  of  ceremonies  and  en- 
tertainment was  headlined  by  Bert  Stuart, 
Pauline  St.  John,  and  Gloria  and  Andree 
Jacques.  Acting  Mayor  John  Hurley,  Chief 
of  Police  Charles  J.  Hallisey,  Maj.  Thomas 
Preston,  Capt.  Emanuel  Marcus,  and  Walter 
B.  Lloyd,  new  Allyn  manager  were  among 
those  present. 


Both  Cobleighs  Abroad 

HARTFORD — Cpl.  Stanley  Cobleigh,  who 
with  his  wife  Joan  operated  the  Show  Shop 
Playhouse  at  Canton,  Conn.,  now  is  stationed 
in  Belgium  in  an  air  force  unit.  His  wife 
now  is  with  the  Red  Cross  in  Naples,  Italy. 


Tub  1 to  Parker  House 

BOSTON — The  Tub  Thumpers  Tub  1 here 
will  establish  permanent  headquarters  in  the 
Parker  House  with  Dan  Hickey,  clerk,  in 
charge. 
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/"'•hief  Needahbeh,  who  operates  a summer 
'“'motion  picture  theatre  in  Oldtown,  Me., 
was  the  master  of  ceremonies  at  the  Sports- 
men’s Show  here.  He  is  a full  blood  Penob- 
scot Indian  . . . Leland  Bickford,  former 
theatre  publicist,  and  Tom  Melican,  former 
radio  advertising  agent,  have  combined  to 
form  a new  agency  to  handle  amusement 
advertising. 

Ann  Sheridan  called  at  the  local  exchanges 
in  company  with  newspaper  men  and  wom- 
en while  on  a visit  . . . John  McConville, 
manager  of  the  Watertown  Square  Theatre, 
has  recovered  from  a severe  attack  of  the 
grippe  . . . Dick  Sears,  dean  of  the  news- 
reel men  of  the  east,  has  returned  from  a 
business  trip  through  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont. 

Thad  Barrows,  president  of  the  IATSE,  is 
probably  the  only  president  in  the  country 
whose  terms  exceed  those  of  FDR.  He  is 
now  serving  his  28th  term  . . . Ann  Kelleher, 
former  motion  picture  publicist,  has  joined 
the  OWI  staff  here  . . . Col.  Edwin  Cooper, 
back  from  another  trip  around  the  world, 
has  sold  his  film,  “Palestine,”  for  $10,000 
to  a New  York  group. 

Persons  coming  to  Boston  are  again  being 
asked  to  make  hotel  reservations  at  least 
ten  days  in  advance.  No  rooms  are  “held 
out”  as  so  many  seem  to  think  . . . Flor- 
ence Scully,  M-G-M,  is  vacationing  in  Con- 
way, N.  H.,  with  Barbara  Connally  and  Ida 
Castri  of  Affiliated  . . . Vichie  de  Cane 
of  Keith  Memorial  also  headed  for  a New 
Hampshire  vacation  . . . Bobby  Grenier, 
formerly  with  UA,  was  home  on  leave  from 
Ft.  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  where  he  is  stationed. 

Abe  Barry,  Columbia  sales  manager,  re- 
turned from  Florida  . . . Publicist  Bern- 
stein of  Columbia  was  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
working  on  the  opening  there  of  “Song  to 
Remember”  . . . Manager  Rogovin  of  Co- 
lumbia returned  recently  from  a meeting 
at  the  New  York  home  office. 

Evelyn  Murphy,  Universal,  was  home  ill 
several  days  . . . Bernice  Ball,  formerly 
with  Universal  and  now  in  the  marines  at 
Camp  Lejeune,  N.  C.,  writes  she  likes  it  very 
much  . . . Scotty  Callahan,  stage  hand  at 
RKO  Keith’s,  Lowell,  and  Alice  Quigley  have 
announced  their  engagement. 

Arthur  Keenan,  manager  of  the  Merrimack 
Square  in  Lowell,  has  passed  his  army  phy- 
sical and  is  awaiting  induction  . . . Harry 
Martin,  sales  manager  for  Universal  here, 
is  the  manager  at  the  New  Haven  office. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Buckley,  widow  of  the  late 
C.  H.  Buckley,  owner  of  the  State  Theatre 
in  Bennington,  Va.,  will  continue  the  opera- 
tion with  Mrs.  Imogene  Provencel  as  buyer, 
booker  and  general  manager  . . . Meyer 
Ruttenberg,  representative  of  the  Coulter 
Premiums  Co.,  has  taken  on  an  additional 
line,  a complete  mat  service  for  exhibitors. 
The  service,  supplied  on  a monthly  rental 
basis,  is  furnished  by  the  Metropolitan  Mat 
Service  Co.  of  Los  Angeles. 


Aachen,  Germany,  where  he  was  in  the  in- 
vasion . . . James  F.  Droney,  well  known 
on  Filmrow,  has  accepted  a position  as 
political  writer  for  the  Lowell  Sun  . . . Law- 
ence  Barke  of  the  Olympia  in  Lynn  has 
joined  the  armed  forces. 

Universal  has  employed  a new  sales- 
man, Mr.  Wright  . . . The  Empire  in  Fall 
River  has  been  redecorated  . . . Paul  Slayer 
was  host  to  the  members  of  the  Fall  River, 
Swansea,  Tiverton  and  Somerset  state  po- 
lice departments  at  the  premiere  of  “Wom- 
an in  the  Window.” 

William  Purcell  has  purchased  a plot  of 
land  in  a northern  New  England  city  with 
the  intention  of  building  a neighborhood 
theatre  . . . Alfred  Simon,  formerly  with 
the  Keith  here,  has  been  promoted  to  mana- 
ger of  the  RKO  105th  Street  Theatre  in 
Cleveland  . . . Maynard  Sickels  headed  for 
Madawaska,  Me.,  to  attend  the  opening  of 
the  State  Theatre  there.  The  Capitol  Sup- 
ply Co.,  with  which  Sickels  is  connected, 
furnished  the  equipment  for  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  State  which  burned  some  time 
ago. 

Lieut.  John  Mohan,  formerly  at  Paramount, 
was  a visitor.  He  was  home  on  leave  after 
having  been  hospitalized  . . . Burt  Lazarus, 
Progressive  Premium,  was  ill  several  days. 

Legit  Show  a Sellout 
On  Plymouth  Switch 

WORCESTER — The  transfer  of  legitimate 
shows  from  the  Auditorium  to  the  Plymouth 
last  week  was  a big  success,  a capacity  audi- 
ence of  2,500  paying  a top  price  of  $3.60  and 
filling  the  house  to  the  roof  to  view  “The 
Merry  Widow.” 

Samuel  Wasserman  of  New  Haven,  who 
sponsored  the  show  here  in  conjunction  with 
E.  M.  Loew  of  the  Plymouth,  said  he  will  use 
the  theatre  for  all  future  dates,  and  will  at- 
tempt to  book  the  shows  for  two  or  three 
nights. 


NEW  BRITAIN 


Because  of  the  extreme  length  of  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES,”  Manager  Joe  Miklos, 
Palace,  Norwich,  has  been  using  only  one 
evening  show  a night  . . . The  Girl  Scouts 
and  Catholic  Youth  organizations  assisted 
with  March  of  Dimes  collections  at  Nick  Del 
Rosso’s  Cameo,  Watertown  . . . Lieut.  Johnny 
Perakos,  son  of  the  Palace  Theatre  owner 
here,  has  been  transferred  to  California. 
Son  Steve  has  been  promoted  to  captain. 

Joe  Boyle,  Broadway,  Norwich,  countered 
the  brownout  by  signs  which  read:  “Brown- 
out outside — Enjoy  a good  show  inside”  . . . 
Theatre  business  has  not  been  harmed  by  the 
brownout  regulations  in  this  territory.  Man- 
agers are  aiding  civic  officials  by  screening 
trailers  urging  conservation  of  fuel. 


Bill  Hart,  formerly  of  the  Merrimack 
Square  Theatre  in  Lowell,  has  returned  from 
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Ralph  Civitello,  Deven  manager,  is  set- 
ting plans  for  a postwar  theatre  in  this  area 
. . . Randy  Mailer,  local  theatre  chairman  for 
the  March  of  Dimes  drive,  reports  extended 
collections  over  the  weekend.  High  school 
students  aided  theatre  staffs  in  collections. 

Daily  morning  shows  are  continuing  at  Pat 
MacMahon’s  State  here.  Fuel  supplies  are 
reported  satisfactory  by  local  managers.  No 
closedowns  have  been  reported  . . . Jack  San- 
son, State,  Manchester,  is  running  his  thea- 
tre almost  single-handed  while  assistant  H. 
Wittke  is  handling  relief  stint  at  Bristol. 


Massachusetts  to  Levy 
$32,000,000  New  Taxes 

BOSTON — Gov.  Maurice  J.  Tobin’s  special 
message  declaration  that  more  than  $32,- 
000,000  in  extra  taxes  must  be  assessed  in 
Massachusetts  to  carry  on  during  the  next 
year  aroused  fears  among  theatre  men  that 
the  addition  of  such  an  amount  of  taxes  not 
only  will  slow  up  business  generally  but  prob- 
ably will  result  in  additional  amusement  taxes 
and  possibly  a sales  levy.  The  elimination  of 
horse  and  dog  racing  cut  off  more  than  $8,- 
000,000  in  state  revenue. 


NEW  HAVEN 


gy  way  of  “howdee”  and  “hiya?”  the  New 
Haven  exchange  managers  got  together  at 
the  Hofbrau  for  luncheon  with  two  newcom- 
ers, Ray  Wylie  of  United  Artists  and  Harry 
Martin  of  Universal,  as  guests  of  honor. 
Present  were  Ben  Simon,  Harry  Shaw,  Lou 
Brown,  John  Moore,  Tim  O’Toole,  Harry  La- 
Vine,  Carl  Goe,  Barney  Pitkin,  Jerry  Lewis, 
Leo  Ricci  and  Arthur  Moskowitz,  the  latter 
a visitor  from  New  York.  Morey  Goldstein 
was  in  New  York  on  business  and  missed  the 
event. 

The  March  of  Dimes  reported  larger  col- 
lections per  day  but  many  cold  days  hit  at- 
tendance and  the  drive  simultaneously  . . . 
Arthur  Moskowitz  of  Rosenheim  Carpet  Co., 
New  York,  looked  over  Loew  Poli  Bridgeport, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  houses  for  repairs 
and  replacements  of  carpet  . . . Many  know- 
ing nods  and  guesses  accompanied  Nate 
Furst’s  visit  on  Meadow  St.  with  A1  Schuman. 

Morris  Rosenthal,  manager  of  the  Poli 
here,  was  in  Boston  at  the  Leahy  clinic  to 
clear  up  a knee  injury  acquired  some  months 
ago  . . . Michael  Stranger,  manager  of  the 
College,  is  still  delayed  in  White  Plains  by 
a string  of  changes  started  when  a New  Jer- 
sey Loew  manager  took  a leave  of  absence. 

“They  Shall  Have  Faith,”  Monogram 
triumph  screened  here  successfully  by  Harry 
LaVine,  has  changed  its  name  to  “Forever 
Yours”  . . . Universal  New  Haven  ranks  third 
in  the  Bill  Scully  anniversary  drive  . . . Ex- 
hibitors have  had  difficulties  with  show  hold- 
ups due  to  print  and  transportation  shortage 
. . . E.  M.  Loew’s  held  “Bowery  to  Broadway” 
a second  week  . . . Erno  Rappee’s  engage- 
ment at  Bushnell  Memorial  was  cancelled  at 
last  minute. 

The  Poli,  Bridgeport,  presented  30  USO 
variety  entertainers  and  a band  as  an  extra 
attraction  . . . Gene  DuBarry  has  resigned  as 
manager  of  the  Victory,  New  London  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  N.  Bogen  (nee  Sara 
Magliora)  celebrated  their  marriage  anni- 
versary last  December  24  by  a housewarming 
this  week  at  their  new  home  in  Bridgeport. 
Mrs.  Bogen  retains  her  position  at  the  New 
Haven  Warner  exchange  . . . Maj.  Sam  Rosen, 
back  from  several  years  in  India  and  China, 
is  complaining  about  the  rigors  of  New  Eng- 
land winters,  and  threatening  to  go  to  Mex- 
ico ..  . Sam  Horowitz  of  the  Poli,  Springfield, 
and  Tito  Lazari  of  the  Poli,  Water  bury,  were 
in  to  see  Sam  Shubof  at  the  College  on  their 
day  off. 

William  A.  Benson,  salesman  for  Universal 
here,  moves  to  the  Albany  territory  as  sales- 
man ...  An  appointment  has  not  been  made 
for  the  salesman’s  post  at  United  Artists,  for 
which  Sherman  Germaine  had  erroneously 
been  reported  last  week.  Germaine  is  booker 
at  the  exchange. 
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"Song"  the  Greatest 
Show  for  Boston 

BOSTON  — “Song  to  Remember”  was  the 
biggest  attraction  to  hit  Boston  for  some 
time.  There  was  nothing  in  town  that  even 
came  a close  second.  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  turned  in  good  business  at  the  Met- 
ropolitan and  “Winged  Victory”  was  strong 
at  the  Keith  Memorial  in  its  second  week. 
The  Majestic  Theatre  was  sold  and  booked 
in  a first  run  picture,  “Dark  Waters.” 

Detail  for  the  week  ending  February  8 : 

(Average  is  100) 

Boston — House  ol  Frankenstein  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  120 

Fenway  and  Paramount — Hollywood  Canteen 

(WB)  120 

Majestic — Dark  Waters  (UA) 130 

Memorial — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 125 

Metropolitan — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para); 

Dangerous  Passage  (Para)  125 

Oipheum  and  State — Song  to  Remember  (Col).... 150 
Translux— Mummy's  Curse  (Univ);  Dead  Man's 

Eyes  (Mono)  no 


New  Haven  Has  Fair  Week  Despite 
Extremely  Cold  Winter  Days 

NEW  HAVEN — An  excellent  weekend  and  a 
fair  week  in  spite  of  extreme  cold  resulted  in 
three  holdovers.  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,” 
short  single  feature  show  at  the  Loew  Poli, 
took  high  figure  and  moved  to  the  College 
for  a second  week.  At  the  Roger  Sherman, 
“To  Have  and  Have  Not”  had  the  “swoon” 
set  coming  to  the  theatre  several  times  dur- 
ing the  week,  and  held  over.  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  also  stayed  on  an  extra  week  at  the 
Paramount. 


Bijou — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO);  Girl 

Rush  (RKO),  2nd  wk 105 

College — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 95 

Loew's  Poli — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 130 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 108 

Roger  Sherman — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB); 

My  Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ)  125 


"Singing"  Hums  at  Top  Pace 
Along  the  Hartford  Rialto 

HARTFORD — Deanna  Durbin  drew  top 
business  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  in  “Can’t  Help  Sing- 
ing.” Second  week  holdovers  at  Strand, 
Loew’s  Poli  and  Allyn  also  turned  in  big 
business  despite  the  new  brownout.  The  re- 
vival of  “Naughty  Marietta”  at  the  Palace 
brought  in  the  shekels  again. 


Allyn — Her©  Come  the  WAVES  (Para);  The  Big 

Bonanza  (Rep),  2nd  wk 170 

E.  M.  Loew's — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Mur- 
der in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ)  200 

Palace — Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M);  Grizzly's 

Millions  (Rep)  , 130 

Poli — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 170 

Regal — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  The 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  120 

State — Delinquent  Daughters  (PRC),  plus  Benny 

Carter  band  and  King  Cole  trio  on  stage 100 

Strand — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk 175 


PORTLAND 

■pred  Eugley,  manager  of  the  Star  Theatre, 

. Westbrook,  has  returned  to  the  Maine 
General  Hospital  for  observation  . . . Miss 
Antonia  Bettez,  candy  girl  has  left  for  a 
secretarial  position  and  has  been  replaced  by 
Miss  Geneva  Milton. 

Robert  Boyle,  usher,  has  returned  to  the 
Capitol  Theatre  . . . John  Clements,  young 
son  of  Manager  Frank  Clements  of  the  Capi- 
tol, made  his  first  theatrical  appearance  re- 
cently when  he  participated  in  the  “Winter 
Carnival”  at  the  Hotel  Eastland. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Cousins  has  returned  to  the 
Civic  Theatre  as  assistant  manager.  She  for- 
merly was  cashier  . . . Harry  M.  Botwick, 
M«feP  State  manager,  has  been  made  chair- 
man of  the  Red  Cross  fund  campaign  for 
Portland. 


N.  ENGLAND  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


As  early  as  1905  James 
B.  DeLucia  was  the 
owner  and  operator  of 
the  Star,  New  Haven, 
Conn.  But  that  was  a 
time  for  quick  de- 
| cisions  and  DeLucia 
made  one.  Thus  in 
1907  he  purchased  the 
Dreamland,  New  Ha- 
ven, and  has  continued 
as  proprietor  of  that 
: house  to  this  day.  He 

is  a member  of  Allied. 
Although  interested  in  civic  affairs  he  holds 
no  public  office.  His  business  activities  leave 
him  little  time  for  clubs  or  fraternal  organi- 
zations. DeLucia  has  two  married  daughters 
— Mrs.  Joseph  O’Connor  and  Mrs.  John  Davis, 
the  latter  a graduate  nurse. 


Morris  Jacobson  of 
Bridgeport  started  as 
bookkeeper  for  the 
Strand  Amusement 
Co.,  became  its  buyer 
and  booker,  and  today 
operates  a string  of 
six  theatres  there,  in 
addition  to  the  State 
in  Torrington,  Conn. 

He  is  a member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  Allied 
and  is  fond  of  pi- 
nochle. He  holds  no 
public  office.  His  son,  Louis,  22,  is  a corporal 
in  the  army;  a younger  son,  Eugene  Donald, 
is  attending  Bassick  High  School  in  Bridge- 
port, and  Marjorie  Joan,  the  Jacobsons’  12- 
year-old  daughter,  is  at  present  finishing 
grammar  school. 


In  1912  Daniel  J.  Mur- 
phy was  an  exhibitor 
at  the  Bayside  in  Nan- 
tasket  Beach,  Mass. 
The  site  of  the  house 
was  used  as  a summer 
social  club  before  Mur- 
phy converted  it  into 
a theatre.  He  took  in 
enough  money  on 
Mondays  to  pay  the 
week’s  bills.  Today  he 
conducts  the  Loring 
Hall,  Hingham,  Mass. 
He  is  active  in  the  board  of  selectmen  of 
Hull,  Mass.,  and  the  board  of  health.  He  is 
a member  of  Rotary,  Knights  of  Columbus, 
Wompatuck  Club  and  ITO  of  New  England. 
Two  sons  are  in  the  service.  A daughter  is 
with  the  ordnance  department. 


In  1917  Edward  M. 

Cascioli  was  the  man- 
ager of  the  Park  in 
Allingtown,  Conn. 

Currently  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  For- 
est, Allingtown.  He 
holds  no  office  at 
present,  but  meets  his 
cronies  at  the  West 
Haven  Game  Club. 

The  exhibitor  organi- 
zation that  he  swears 
by  is  the  MPTOA. 

When  asked  about  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try, Cascioli  says,  “I  would  be  lost  without 
the  business.”  His  hobby  is  hunting.  His 
children,  Jean,  Pasquale,  Carmela,  Frank 
and  Emile,  are  all  dependable  parts  of  his 
audience.  He  resides  in  West  Haven,  Conn. 


Twenty  -years  ago, 
John  B.  Findlay  was 
managing  the  United, 
Westerly,  R.  I.  Now  he 
operates  the  Strand, 
Mystic,  Conn.,  and  the 
United  and  Central 
theatres,  Westerly,  R. 
I.  He  has  been  a 
leader  in  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  commu- 
nity chest,  Red  Cross 
finance  board  for 
Stonington,  the  indus- 
trial division  of  the  War  Finance  Commit- 
tee, and  is  a member  of  the  Masons,  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors  of  New  England,  Thames 
Club  of  New  London,  Conn.,  Watch  Hill  Golf 
Club  and  is  a vestryman  of  his  church.  His 
hobbies  are  sailing  and  golf. 


Michael  Tomasino  had 

his  first  contact  with 
the  films  in  Italy 
where  he  operated  a 
projection  machine  for 
his  uncle.  In  1908  he 
became  an  operator 
for  the  Studio,  New 
Haven,  Conn.  Not  long 
after,  in  1910,  he  was 
the  proprietor  of 
Daly’s,  New  Haven.  In 
1912  he  purchased  the 
Majestic,  New  Haven. 

In  the  years  1916-17  he  bought  the  White 
Way  and  Majestic,  New  Haven,  and  the  Al- 
hambra in  Waterbury.  He  now  operates  the 
Victory  and  White  Way,  both  in  New  Haven. 
His  hobby  is  taking  16mm  motion  pictures. 
He  has  two  sons  in  the  armed  services. 

In  association  with 
his  father.  Leo  E. 
Bonoff  built  the  Bon- 
off,  Madison,  Conn.,  in 
1921.  He  currently  op- 
erates it  and  the  Say- 
brook,  Saybrook, 
Conn.  He  is  past  pres- 
ident of  the  Lions,  and 
a member  of  the  Ma- 
sons and  Allied  knows 
him  as  an  energetic 
member.  His  particu- 
lar diversion  is  gar- 
dening. His  son  Burton  formerly  of  the  Riv- 
erside Military  Academy,  is  serving  his  coun- 
try as  a lieutenant  in  the  marine  corps;  an- 
other son,  J.  Lee,  has  attended  Riverside  and 
Cheshire  Military  academies.  His  daughter 
Roda  attends  Marjorie  Webster  College. 

Harry  L.  Lavietes  built 
the  Pequot,  New 
Haven,  in  1912,  and 
runs  the  original  Pe- 
quot to  this  day.  He 
is  a member  of  the 
Masons,  Elks  and  Red 
Men.  Always  inter- 
ested in  community 
doings,  he  prefers  not 
to  hold  public  office. 

He  takes  increasing 
delight  in  promoting 
children’s  camps.  A 
member  of  MPTOA,  he  is  one  of  the  first 
exhibitors  to  be  affiliated  with  that  organi- 
zation. His  son,  Wilbur,  is  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Alabama,  and  his  daughter, 
Gladys,  is  a student  at  the  Yale  school  of 
music. 
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HARTFORD 


The  condition  of  Victor  Morelli,  Bristol,  who 
was  in  an  oxygen  tent  at  Bristol  Hospital 
fighting  pneumonia,  is  improved.  His  physi- 
cian reports  he  is  on  the  road  to  recovery 
. . . Betty  Keane,  seen  on  the  screen  at  E.  M. 
Loew’s  in  “Murder  in  the  Blue  Room”  is  a 
local  product. 

Birthdays:  Mrs.  Estelle  O’Toole,  executive 
secretary  to  Henry  Needles,  WB  district  man- 
ager . . . Approximately  2,000  bills  were  in- 
troduced into  the  state  legislature  which 
concluded  its  1945  session  last  weekend.  Di- 
rectly affecting  theatres  was  only  one,  a bill 
which  would  require  that  a licensed  projec- 
tionist be  stationed  beside  a projection  ma- 
chine at  all  times.  It  would  affect  chiefly 
small  suburban  houses  who  would  have  to 
hire  two  projectionists. 

Michael  Daly,  circuit  owner,  has  purchased 
the  Daly  Theatre  Bldg.  here.  It  houses  ap- 
proximately 12  other  businesses  besides  his 
theatre  . . . Nellie  Wong,  Loew’s  Poli  office 
worker,  has  resigned  to  go  to  San  Diego  and 
wed  her  sailor  sweetheart  . . . Frankie  Daly, 
son  of  the  circuit  owner,  is  enlisting  in  the 
navy. 

Bernard  Levy,  Amalgamated  Theatres,  was 
a visitor  . . . Leonard  Briggs,  formerly  with 
radio  stations  here  and  who  recently  was 
assistant  manager  of  Loew’s  State  at  Provi- 
dence, has  been  transferred  to  Boston  . . . 
Gloria  Jean,  singing  film  star,  was  to  open 
at  the  State  here  Friday  (9)  . . . Local  city 
officials  are  considering  a city  manager  plan 
of  government. 

Switching  to  a new  vaudeville  schedule 
offering  stage  shows  on  Fridays  and  Satur- 
days only,  Manager  Mack  Herbert,  Dow’s,  re- 
ports that  film  bookings  will  be  presented  on 
a two-changes-a-week  schedule  . . . Erno 
Rappee  and  his  Music  Hall  orchestra  with 
Rebecca  Finn,  the  daughter  of  E.  M.  Loew’s 
New  England  general  manager,  cancelled  a 
scheduled  appearance  here  . . . Grace  Hardy, 
assistant  at  Loew’s  Palace,  reports  that  busi- 
ness has  been  so  brisk  with  the  revival  book- 
ing of  “Naughty  Marietta”  that  she  hasn’t 
had  time  to  celebrate  her  birthday  yet. 

Larry  Kent,  former  assistant  at  the  Pal- 
ace, has  been  transferred  to  assistant  at 
Loew’s  State  in  Houston,  Tex.,  under  Homer 
McCallon  . . . Paul  Klinger,  Strand  man- 
ager, Waterbury,  was  a visitor  . . . Henry 
Needles,  local  March  of  Dimes  drive  chair- 
man, reports  collections  of  $15,000  up  to 
January  30.  The  drive  was  extended. 

Henry  “Pop”  Jennings,  formerly  at  the 
Allyn,  is  the  new  Colonial  doorman,  replac- 
ing Rudy  Rand,  Ruth  Miller  and  Mildred 
Grayson  are  new  Colonial  usherettes  . . . Lou 
Brown,  director  of  publicity  and  exploitation 
for  Loew’s  Theatres  in  New  England,  is  still 
making  his  rounds  on  crutches,  despite  the 
cold  and  ice.  His  ankle  is  improving  slowly. 

Frank  Ramsey,  Lenox  manager  here  who 
was  inducted  30  months  ago,  has  been  grant- 
ed a medical  discharge  from  the  army  at 
Greensboro,  S.  C.  He  goes  to  California  to 
join  his  family  and  to  rest  a month  or  so 
before  making  future  plans  . . . Manager 
Sam  Scheckter  of  the  Colonial,  neighborhood 
spot,  has  started  booking  Calendar  for  house- 
to-house  distribution.  It  is  to  be  supported 
by  merchant  ads.  Schecter  obtained  such  a 
big  response  from  both  patrons  and  mer- 
chants to  his  recent  Colonial  Monthly  News 
edition  that  the  new  exploitation  idea  is 
“like  feeding  candy  to  a baby!” 

In  the  past  year  only  “A  Guy  Named  Joe” 
and  “Madame  Curie”  have  been  held  over  at 
Loew’s  Poli  but  last  week  Manager  Lou  Cohen 
added  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  to  the  list. 


Sportsmen's  Show  Pulls 
Heavy  Despite  Dimout 

BOSTON — Television  and  films  about  va- 
cation spots  are  featured  at  this  year’s 
Sportsmen’s  Show  in  the  Mechanics  Bldg, 
here.  Despite  the  brownout  and  the  ban  on 
transportation  the  show  has  attracted  the 
largest  crowds  in  its  history  and  when  it  closes 
February  11  the  attendance  is  expected  to 
total  200,000. 

The  show  will  move  to  Madison  Square 
Garden  in  New  York  February  18  to  show 
nine  days. 

Maurice  Wolf,  M-G-M  district  manager, 
who  was  a polo  and  baseball  player  when  he 
attended  the  University  of  Texas,  visited  the 
show  every  day  to  test  out  new  fishing 
tackle. 


Maribel  and  Show  "Home" 

BOSTON — Maribel  Vinson  Owen  and  Guy 
Owen  will  bring  their  “Ice  Show”  here  for 
six  weeks  March  29.  Maribel  is  a member  of 
the  Skating  Club  of  Boston  who  became  a 
world  champion  and  married  Guy  Owen,  also 
a champion  skater. 


BRIDGEPORT 


lyrorris  and  Molly  Rosenthal  saw  the  musi- 
cal, “Follow  the  Girls,”  on  a trip  to  New 
York  City  . . . Congratulations  to  Sgt.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  McMahon  on  the  birth  of  their 
first  child,  Kathleen  Beatrice.  Before  her 
marriage  Mrs.  McMahon  was  in  the  boxoffice 
at  the  Lyric  . . . Manager  Harry  A.  Rose  of 
Loew’s  Majestic  was  in  Atlantic  City  to  see 
his  ailing  mother. 

Ida  Shaw,  mother  of  Harry  F.  Shaw, 
Loew’s  New  England  division  manager, 
checked  off  another  birthday  . . . A1  M.  Schu- 
man,  showed  “The  Rainbow”  at  his  Black 
Rock  Theatre  for  the  benefit  of  the  Russian 
relief  fund  . . . Thirty  acts  of  USO  enter- 
tainers and  a 22-piece  band  were  used  on 
the  stage  of  Loew’s-Poli  by  Manager  Matt  L. 
Saunders  for  a March  of  Dimes  special. 

After  trying  since  last  September  to  make 
a go  of  films,  Loew’s  Lyric  has  closed.  The 
house  will  open  Saturdays  and  Sundays  for 
vaudeville  and  for  whatever  legitimate  at- 
tractions come  along  . . . Mrs.  Gertrude  Di- 
Minco  is  the  new  candy  girl  at  the  Merritt 
. . . One  of  those  rare  marquee  combinations 
showed  up  at  the  Rivoli  the  other  day  read- 
ing “The  Lady  Has  Plans” — “Hold  Back  the 
Dawn.” 

Jack  O’Brien,  a retired  policeman  who 
used  to  be  on  theatre  beat,  has  joined  the 
Poli  personnel  . . . Mrs.  Michael  Carroll  is 
out  of  the  hospital  after  an  operation.  Her 
husband  was  manager  of  the  American  be- 
fore he  joined  the  SeaBees  . . . Frank  Orose, 
former  usher  at  the  American,  is  with  the 
army  on  the  western  front. 

“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  shifted  from  the 
Loew’s  Poli  to  the  Majestic  for  a second  week 
while  “She  Gets  Her  Man”  moved  over  to  the 
Globe  which  usually  plays  holdovers  from  the 
Poli  . . . “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  stayed 
for  a second  week  at  both  the  Warner  and 
Merritt  with  the  theatres  netting  nice  Sun- 
day space  in  the  Bridgeport  Post  when  it 
was  discovered  that  Lauren  Bacall  used  to 
sell  hats  in  nearby  South  Norwalk. 

Subzero  weather  failed  to  keep  lines  from 
the  Loew’s  Poli  boxoffice  for  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis,”  but  business  was  off  generally  at 
other  theatres  . . . Archie  Swindon,  a stage 
hand  here  for  40  years,  recently  celebrated 
his  66th  birthday. 


WORCESTER 


JJenry  Griffin  and  Rudolph  Castagna  have 
resigned  from  the  staff  of  the  Elm  Street 
. . . Arthur  Mabey,  manager  of  the  State  in 
Milford,  granted  the  use  of  the  house  to  the 
Elks  War  Commission  for  a benefit  show 
. . . Bob  Portle,  manager  of  the  Elm  Street, 
bannered  a dozen  trucks  as  exploitation  for 
“Winged  Victory.” 

Manager  Ralph  Eaton  of  the  Plymouth 
was  again  4F’d  when  he  took  an  induction 
examination  at  Fort  Banks,  Winthrop  . . . 
Sonny  Dunham,  the  orchestra  leader,  was  in 
town  . . . John  Luminari  of  the  St.  George 
in  Framingham  left  for  Sampson,  N.  Y.,  for 
naval  training. 

Alumni  of  Putnam  High  School  conducted 
a two-day  benefit  in  the  Bradley,  Putnam 
. . . The  Better  Films  Council  has  approved 
“Bowery  to  Broadway,”  and  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis”  for  the  family:  “And  Now  Tomorrow” 
and  “The  Impatient  Years”  for  mature-fam- 
ily audiences,  and  “To  Have  and  Have  Not” 
for  adults  only. 

Bob  Robinson,  former  manager  of  the 
Plymouth,  served  as  master  of  ceremonies  at 
the  charity  circus  at  the  Auditorium  . . . 
Theatres  used  more  than  100  volunteers  in 
making  the  March  of  Dimes  collections  . . . 
Theatregoers  who  knew  Tom  Drake  when  he 
was  Alfred  Alderdice,  playing  stock  at  the 
Westboro  Red  Barn,  got  a kick  out  of  seeing 
him  on  the  Poli  screen  in  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis.” 

Lieut.  Fewer  McGee,  who  was  on  the  Elm 
Street’s  staff  before  he  entered  the  service,  is 
now  a prisoner  in  Germany.  Writing  to  the 
staff,  he  says  he  recently  saw  an  Andy  Hardy 
picture  that  he  first  witnessed  while  usher- 
ing at  the  Elm  Street. 

Firemen  were  called  to  the  Marlboro  of 
Marlboro  recently  to  extinguish  a chimney 
fire.  Patrons  were  unaware  of  the  blaze  al- 
though the  firemen  were  working  on  the  roof 
. . . Miss  Theresa  Stone  of  M-G-M  in  New 
York  addressed  the  Business  and  Professional 
Women’s  Club  at  the  Sheraton  on  “The  Most 
Popular  American  Art.” 

Miss  Lou  Brady,  veteran  cashier  at  the 
Family,  was  seriously  injured  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident.  Bessie  Soter  of  the  Royal 
has  been  substituting  at  the  Family  . . . 
Manager  Alec  Davis  of  the  Warner  says  “To 
Have  and  Have  Not”  was  held  for  a second 
week. 

The  President’s  birthday  ball  at  the  Audi- 
torium drew  2,500  persons,  with  theatres  pro- 
viding some  of  the  entertainment.  It  was 
announced  that  actress  Marie  McDonald 
would  come  here  to  take  over  the  Mile-o 
Dimes  booth  at  city  hall  for  a brief  time  . . . 
Hagop  Shamoian  and  Gasper  Oliveri  joined 
the  Elm  Street’s  staff. 

Bob  Dixon,  former  radio  announcer  here, 
and  now  with  Mutual  in  New  York,  has  been 
film  tested  by  RKO.  He  stands  6 feet  4,  a 
worthy  vis-a-vis  for  some  of  Hollywood’s  tall 
leading  ladies  . . . The  ruling  by  an  Iowa 
federal  judge  that  “name”  band  leaders  and 
not  theatres  and  ballrooms  should  pay  the 
musicians’  social  security  may  result  in  the 
appearance  of  name  bands  at  the  Plymouth 
here  once  again. 

Ralph  Eaton,  manager  of  the  Plymouth, 
clicked  once  again  on  the  publicity  when  he 
used  two  local  acts,  Marcia  Ride  and  the 
Clyde  Jordan  Girls,  in  his  vaudeville  . . . 
Mrs.  Howard  S.  Shepard  conducted  an  exec- 
utive board  meeting  of  the  Better  Films 
Council  at  the  Sheraton. 
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Dreamland,  Augusta, 
Destroyed  by  Fire 

AUGUSTA,  GA— The  Dreamland  The- 
atre in  the  heart  of  the  city’s  business  dis- 
trict was  razed  by  fire  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  February  3.  It  was  believed  the  loss 
will  be  several  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Adjoining  places  of  business  suffered  from 
severe  water  damage.  At  the  height  of  the 
blaze  a thrilling  rescue  of  two  women  and 
an  eight-year-old  girl  was  effected  by  fire- 
men who  raised  an  aerial  ladder  to  the 
third  floor  of  the  blazing  building  and 
brought  them  to  safety.  The  cause  of  the 
fire  was  not  learned  and  the  long  three- 
story  building  was  ablaze  throughout  when 
the  fire  department  arrived  on  the  scene. 

A general  alarm  called  into  action  all 
firefighting  equipment  in  the  city  and  the 
off-duty  shift  of  firemen.  Thousands  of 
gallons  of  water  were  poured  into  the  flam- 
ing building.  An  explosion  in  the  center 
of  the  building  sent  flames  high  into  the 
air  and  across  rooftops  of  two  nearby  busi- 
ness houses. 

An  ironical  feature  was  a huge  sign  across 
the  front  of  the  theatre  which  read  “Bob 
Steele  in  Smoky  Trail.”  The  theatre  is 
operated  by  the  Augusta  Amusement  Co.,  a 
subsidiary  of  the  Georgia  Theatre  Co.  The 
building  was  owned  by  Homer  Edenfield, 
one  of  Georgia’s  oldest  showmen. 

Frank  Henson  Is  Appointed 
Atlanta  Grand  Manager 

ATLANTA — Frank  Henson  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  Loew’s  Grand  Theatre, 
it  was  announced  by  W.  A.  Finney,  southern 
division  manager  for  Loew’s  Theatres.  He 
replaces  William  Aiken. 

Henson  comes  here  from  Akron,  where  he 
was  manager  of  the  Loew’s  there  the  last 
six  years.  Previously  he  had  been  with 
Loew’s  in  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Colum- 
bus, Canton,  Ohio,  Houston,  Memphis  and 
Boston.  He  is  a native  of  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


J.  D.  Hexamer  Appointed 
To  Post  With  Dallas  UA 

DALLAS — Forest  F.  Nine,  local  branch 
manager  of  United  Artists  Corp.  here,  has 
announced  the  appointment  of  J.  D.  Hex- 
amer as  office  manager.  Hexamer  severed 
association  with  the  Dallas  branch  of  War- 
ner Bros,  where  he  was  head  booker.  He 
joined  Vitagraph  in  1929  and  has  worked 
successively  in  the  shipping,  advertising  and 
booking  departments. 

Bom  and  educated  in  Dallas,  Hexamer  is 
well  known  in  southwestern  film  circles. 

Lloyd  Martin  in  Hospital; 
Wife  Runs  the  Show 

COWETA,  OKLA. — Lloyd  Martin,  owner 
and  manager  of  the  Palace  Theatre  here, 
is  in  the  Sparks  Memorial  Hospital  at  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.  He  was  operated  on  February  1. 
Mrs.  Martin  has  taken  over  the  management 
of  the  theatre  in  his  absence. 


Fred  Lamed  a Visitor 

SAN  ANTONIO — Fred  Larned,  Paramount 
manager  at  Dallas,  motored  here  with  his 
salesman,  Heywood  Simmons,  and  his  little 
daughter.  Fred  said  that  his  son  was  en  route 
to  Baltimore  to  enter  the  coast  guard. 


McKnight  Gets  "Musical  Madness" 

Tom  McKnight  has  been  handed  Univer- 
sal’s “Musical  Madness”  as  his  first  producer 
assignment  under  the  new  pact. 


Hickory  Dimes  Mount 
50  Per  Cent  Larger 

Hickory,  N.  C. — Among  first  state  the- 
atres to  report  March  of  Dimes  collec- 
tions were  the  Center  and  Park  in  Hick- 
ory, operated  by  North  Carolina  The- 
atres, Inc.,  of  which  Earle  M.  Holden  is 
local  manager.  F.  H.  Beddingfield,  state 
co-chairman,  has  received  a check  for 
$728.43  covering  the  seven-day  collec- 
tions from  these  two  Hickory  houses,  an 
increase  of  50  per  cent  over  collections 
last  year. 

Hickory  people  were  impressed  with 
“The  Miracle  of  Hickory,”  the  Greer 
Garson  trailer  used  by  all  theatres  dur- 
ing the  campaign  which  featured  the 
emergency  polio  hospital  here.  The 
“down  from  the  hills”  dialog  at  the 
start  of  the  trailer  resulted  in  a few 
laughs  on  the  part  of  audiences  inas- 
much as  this  theme  has  been  used  by 
newspapers  and  magazines  in  telling  the 
story  of  the  “Miracle  of  Hickory.”  Hick- 
ory proper  is  some  40  miles  from  the 
foothills  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains, 
and  the  polio  cases  brought  to  the  city 
came  from  all  over  the  state,  and  there 
were  also  cases  brought  from  outside 
the  state.  As  a matter  of  record  the 
mountain  counties  had  little  polio. 


Thanks  to  Ed  Stevens 

ATLANTA— The  Variety  Club  of  Char- 
lotte has  gratefully  acknowledged  the  gen- 
erous cooperation  which  has  been  given  the 
infantile  paralysis  emergency  hospital  at 
Hickory,  N.  C„  by  Ed  Stevens,  of  Ideal  Pic- 
tures of  Atlanta,  who  has  donated  16mm 
film  for  this  institution  every  week.  All  ex- 
changes have  been  liberal  in  furnishing 
films  without  cost  to  worthy  institutions, 
but  all  too  few  ever  bother  to  express  ap- 
preciation. 


Two  Theatre  Men  to  War 

ATLANTA — H.  L.  Denman,  manager  of 
the  Paramount  Theatre,  will  be  inducted 
into  the  army  next  week  . . . Joe  Williams, 
treasurer  of  the  Fox  Theatre,  reported  to 
Ft.  McPhearson  last  week  and  20  minutes 
later  was  aboard  a train  bound  for  the  Great 
Lakes  naval  station. 


Governor  Presents 
Medals  to  Showmen 

ATLANTA — Georgia  motion  picture  exhibi- 
tors who  were  outstanding  in  their  contribu- 
tion to  the  Sixth  War  Loan  gathered  in  the 
Capitol  Bldg.  January  30,  to  receive  WAC 
medals  of  honor.  Governor  Ellis  Arnall  made 
the  presentations.  Those  receiving  the 
award : 

Bob  Hightower,  Dublin;  Paul  Cummings, 
Douglas;  Mrs.  V.  L.  Moore  sr.,  Reidsville; 
Mrs.  Jennie  Moody,  Pembroke;  Miss  Mary  Sue 
Morris,  Collins. 

Oscar  Lamm,  Mrs.  M.  W.  Barclay,  R.  E. 
Andrews,  D.  O.  Brantley  and  O.  A.  Cooper, 
all  of  Rome;  C.  W.  Philpot,  Cedartown;  F.  L. 
Jackson,  Rockmart;  Miller  Smith  and  J.  W. 
Young,  LaGrange;  Jack  Stille,  Hogansville. 

R.  J.  Arnold  jr.,  Newnan;  Nelson  Scott, 
Lafayette;  Ferris  Jarrett,  Boston;  Mrs.  F.  L. 
Liggett,  Mount  Vernon;  Mrs.  E.  E.  Bowden, 
Homerville;  H.  W.  Stokes,  Forsyth;  J.  F. 
Mincey,  Claxton;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Matthews,  Hazel- 
hurst;  D.  C.  Harrison,  Hinesville;  W.  C. 
Shakelford,  Abbeville;  Mrs.  W.  P.  Smith, 
Louisville. 

Mrs.  Berma  Hendrick,  Blackshear;  John 
Thompson,  Vidalia;  R.  E.  Martin,  Hugh  G. 
Martin  and  I.  I.  Shields,  Columbus;  Nat  Wil- 
liams and  LaVeme  Culpepper,  Thomasville; 
M.  F.  Brice,  Vidalia;  William  K.  Jenkins,  W. 
J.  Collins,  Bob  Wilby,  T.  H.  Read  and  H.  P. 
Rhodes,  Atlanta;  F.  G.  Tos,  Claxton. 

Jim  Salters,  Warner  Robins;  Mrs.  Nina 
Pate,  J.  H.  Thompson,  Miss  Olens  Young, 
Hawkinsville;  B.  J.  Housend,  McRae;  Fred 
Jones,  Eastman;  J.  B.  Fossett,  Baxley;  A1 
Rocke,  Fort  Valley;  J.  C.  Balkcom  jr„  Gray; 
J.  E.  Martin,  Montezuma;  D.  W.  Hill,  Athens; 
A.  L.  Head,  Elberton;  T.  O.  Tabler,  Augusta. 

E.  O.  Janes,  Burford;  E.  H.  Woods,  Gaines- 
ville; Lamar  Swift,  Macon;  J.  Reg  Wilson, 
Savannah;  J.  R.  Harrison,  Waycross;  Miss 
Retel  Ada  Walden,  W.  H.  Carr,  Swainsboro; 
Miss  Murline  Jones,  Metter;  Miss  Margorie 
Hutcheson,  Wrightsville;  Miss  Margery  An- 
derson, Sylvania. 

Troy  Canady,  Swainsboro;  Leon  Williams, 
W.  W.  Burch,  Pelham;  D.  B.  McDonald,  Quit- 
man;  Joyce  Collier,  Meigs;  J.  A.  Cooey,  Val- 
dosta; Matt  Whitman,  Tifton;  Clark  Gurley, 
Bainbridge;  Hal  Macon,  Statesboro;  H.  E. 
Campbell,  Americus;  Harris  J.  Rodgers, 
Marietta. 

Luckie  Stein,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


PROUD  OF  DIMES  TOTAL — Here  are  Mrs.  Doris  Smith,  left  to  right,  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  Queen,  Gem  and  Ritz,  Brownwood,  Tex.,  second  run  houses;  A.  J. 
“Jimmy”  Burleson,  assistant  manager,  and  James  Coker,  treasurer,  proudly  sur- 
veying the  $377.05  collected  at  the  three  houses  in  the  March  of  Dimes  drive.  L.  D. 
Brown  is  the  manager. 
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lAT1  H.  “Bill”  Taylor  of  Brownwood,  recently 
” discharged  from  the  navy,  has  been  in 
town  looking  around  for  a theatre  connec- 
tion. He  said  his  experience  covered  every- 
thing but  sign  painting  and  he  would  like  to 
be  a manager  or  assistant.  He  is  staying 
temporarily  at  3652  E.  First  St.,  Fort  Worth. 

Roy  Devinney,  owner  of  the  Texas  Thea- 
tre in  Iran,  arrived  Monday  for  two  days 
of  booking  . . . Theo  Miller  of  Quitman  was 
here  on  a regular  booking  trip  for  his  four 
small  town  theatres  . . . P.  V.  “Posey”  Wil- 
liams of  the  Roxy  at  Munday,  and  of  various 
other  business  interests,  spent  two  days  on 
the  Row  booking. 

Mrs.  Morris  Schulman,  president  of  the 
Bryan  Amusement  Co.  at  Bryan  and  man- 
ager of  the  Palace,  Queen  and  Dixie  thea- 
tres there,  reported  collections  in  those  thea- 
tres of  $571.70  for  the  March  of  Dimes. 

Sol  Baiano,  Warner  talent  scout,  has  been 
in  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth  visiting  colleges 
and  universities.  He  is  credited  with  sign- 
ing a lingerie  clerk,  who  now  is  Lana  Turner, 
to  a contract  . . . Bill  Lewis,  UA  publicity 
man,  is  leaving  desk  memo  pads  around  on 
his  calls  about  town  exploiting  two  Selznick 
films.  At  the  top  of  the  pad  is  the  line 
“Since  You  Went  Away”  with  space  to  list 
calls  coming  in  the  interim.  Another  blank 
space  is  for  mentioning  whether  the  person 
called  in  person  or  over  the  phone.  The 
bottom  line  is  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You.” 

Herald  Goodman  and  Gus  Foster,  hillbilly 
music  experts,  have  teamed  up  for  appear- 
ances over  KRLD  from  12  midnight  to  1 on 
a program  called  Saddle  Mountain  Roundup. 
Both  have  played  widely  among  southwestern 
theatres  . . . We  were  standing  in  the  Capitol 
Theatre  lobby  talking  to  Manager  Louis 
Charninsky  the  other  day.  The  ticket  seller 
called  back  that  a mother  had  dropped  her 
baby’s  bottle  of  milk,  splattering  the  milk  and 
glass  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  box- 
office.  The  help  shortage  being  what  it  is, 
Charninsky  didn’t  wait  to  find  out  whether  or 
not  anyone  was  available,  but  grabbed  a 
broom  and  swept  the  debris  away  himself. 

Alfred  Sack,  owner  of  Sack  Amusement 
Enterprises,  left  last  weekend  for  Hollywood 
with  the  explanation  that  he  was  interested 
in  personally  getting  into  production  a series 
of  pictures  for  national  distribution  through 
his  several  offices  . . . P.  G.  Cameron,  who  re- 
turned from  Los  Angeles  a few  days  ago 
after  purchase  there  of  three  theatres,  was 
confined  to  his  home  during  the  week  by 
illness  . . . John  Franconi,  Film  Classics 
franchise  holder  for  Texas,  returned  from  St. 
Louis  and  reported  the  national  Film  Classics 
meeting  there  was  thoroughly  successful.  On 
the  way  back  he  stopped  at  Kansas  City  to 
visit  Ben  Shlyen,  publisher  of  BOXOFFICE, 
and  A.  Jules  Benedic,  managing  editor. 

Errol  Flynn,  Warner  star,  paused  briefly  at 
Love  Field  on  an  air  trip  to  New  York.  J.  W. 
Lowe,  local  WB  manager,  met  the  plane  and 
remained  with  him  until  the  next  ship  east 
. . . Joe  E.  Brown  was  another  film  star  to 
pass  through  recently.  He  was  on  the  way  to 
Hollywood  after  a visit  to  army  camps  in  this 
region. 

Monday’s  casualty  list  included  the  name 
of  Roy  Sachs,  Dallas.  It  was  believed  to  be 
the  war  department  announcement  of  the 
hand  wound  Roy  received  in  the  Pacific  area 
last  November.  He  still  is  in  a New  Guinea 


J.  W.  Loewe  Warner 
Dallas  Manager 

DALLAS  — Simultaneous  with  the  formal 
announcement  of  the  appointment  of  Doak 
Roberts  as  southwestern  district  manager  of 
Warner  Bros.,  came  notice  of  the  transfer  of 
J.  W.  Loewe,  branch  manager  in  Oklahoma 
City,  to  Dallas  to  succeed  Roberts  as  WB 
manager  here.  Loewe  has  moved  here  and 
taken  over  at  Warners. 

Loewe  joined  Paramount  21  years  ago  and 
soon  became  ad  sales  manager  and  then 


J.  W.  LOEWE 

salesman.  His  Paramount  tenure  lasted  for 
13  years  after  which  he  switched  to  War- 
ners as  salesman.  He  sold  Warner  pictures 
for  six  years  until  1942  when  he  was  pro- 
moted to  branch  manager  at  Oklahoma  City. 

Loewe  was  born  in  Billings,  Okla.,  of  the 
101  Ranch  and  big  show  fame.  He  is  well 
acquainted  with  a number  of  film  and  thea- 
tre men  who  formerly  lived  in  Oklahoma 
City  and  who  now  are  here,  including  Wal- 
lace Walthall,  Dutch  Olsmith,  Ray  Higdon, 
Rip  Payne,  Lynn  Stocker,  Fred  Hoenscheidt, 
Dutch  Cammer  and  H.  J.  Griffith 

Loewe  has  bought  a home  in  Highland 
Park,  west  on  Fairfax  St.,  of  which  he  ob- 
tains possession  March  1.  Until  then  he  is 
returning  to  Oklahoma  each  weekend  to  be 
with  wife  and  son  Robert,  12  years  old  and 
a junior  high  student. 


hospital,  as  far  as  known  here.  Roy  was  of- 
fice manager  for  United  Artists  and  is  a 
brother  of  Sol  Sachs,  RKO  manager,  and  of 
Harry  Sachs,  Interstate  booker. 

Garlon  Swift,  discharged  from  the  marines 
following  wounds  he  received  on  Saipan,  is 
back  home  at  Midlothian,  where  he  will 
manage  the  Dunlap  Theatre  and  work  as 
assistant  to  L.  B.  Crow  in  the  operation  of 
three  other  houses.  Before  joining  the  serv- 
ice Swift  worked  for  Crow  at  the  Altec  in 
Leonard.  This  house  burned  and  was  re- 
placed by  the  new  Victory.  Other  houses  are 
the  Avon  at  Wortham  and  Dunlap  at  Whit- 
ney. Crow  and  Swift  were  on  the  Row  get- 
ting BOXOFFICE  subscriptions  straightened 
out  and  seeing  that  the  BOXOFFICE  Pic- 
ture Guide  was  at  all  four  shows. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th  FL,  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC*  Dallas.  Tex. 
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Underwood  & Ezell 
Add  Amarillo  Duo 

DALLAS  — W.  G.  Underwood,  and  C.  C. 
Ezell  have  purchased  the  Texas  and  Victory 
theatres  in  Amarillo  from  Ben  Golding.  The 
deal  was  worked  out  by  Underwood  and 
Lowell  Russell  on  a trip  to  the  Panhandle 
city  two  weeks  ago. 

Underwood  and  Ezell  own  and  operate 
about  a dozen  theatres  now,  several  of  which 
are  in  affiliation  with  Interstate  circuit.  Talk 
in  several  quarters  is  that  the  partnership 
is  planning  a rapid  expansion. 

Golding  started  in  the  show  business  in 
Amarillo  about  10  or  12  years  ago  when  he 
was  a state  employe  there.  His  son  Jim 
joined  him  later  and  the  two  acquired  three 
houses.  Jim  went  to  the  South  Pacific  with 
the  marines,  a story  about  him  appeared  in 
BOXOPPICE  January  20.  He  owned  the  Rex 
outright,  which  his  wife  sold  recently  to  H.  S. 
Leon. 

Bob  Yancey  Opening  New 
Theatre  at  Normangee 

NORMANGEE,  TEX.— Robert  Yancey,  for- 
mer Rison,  Ark.,  theatre  owner  who  sold  out 
and  went  into  the  navy  only  to  receive  a 
discharge  a few  months  later  on  the  over-38 
regulation,  was  scheduled  to  open  his  new 
Yancey  Theatre  here  Friday  (9),  the  first 
motion  picture  house  this  town  has  had  in 
15  years. 

Yancey’s  location  here  was  the  culmination 
of  a search,  extending  into  many  situations 
and  over  hundreds  of  miles,  made  following 
his  release  from  the  navy.  He  had  decided 
the  prices  asked  by  theatre  owners  were  too 
high  when  he  heard  of  this  situation.  Local 
merchants  were  willing  to  assist  in  the  prep- 
aration of  a theatre  building. 

Yancey  bought  used  equipment  and  re- 
modeling of  a building  for  the  theatre  got 
under  way.  When  labor  difficulties  inter- 
vened, Yancey  donned  overalls  himself  and 
completed  the  carpenter  work.  In-between 
times,  he  hauled  some  of  the  used  equipmnt 
to  Dallas  for  conditioning  at  the  Herber 
Bros,  plant. 

Walt  Knoche  to  Build  New 
Fredericksburg  Theatre 

FREDERICKSBURG,  TEX.— Walter 
Knoche,  owner  and  operator  of  the  Palace 
and  Longhorn  theatres  here,  is  an  active 
postwar  planner,  and  has  backed  his  ideas 
with  cash.  Recently  he  purchased  a 60x200- 
foot  lot  on  which  to  build  a theatre  when 
peace  comes.  When  it  is  completed  he  may 
close  the  Longhorn,  but  will  continue  to  op- 
erate the  Palace. 

Knoche  is  a local  civic  leader  and  has  made 
good  showings  in  all  war  bond  drives,  Red 
Cross  and  March  of  Dimes  collections. 


Dora  Luz  to  Hollywood 

MEXICO  CITY— Dora  Luz  left  Mexico 
the  latter  part  of  January  for  Hollywood. 
She  recently  was  starred  by  Walter  Disney 
in  “Three  Caballeros,”  for  RKO  release  soon. 


,*/  me  jack  pot  mm- 

WAHOO 

A+nesUccA.  tyut&il  ScAee+t  Qame 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 


031  South  Wabash  Avenue 


Chicago,  Illinois 


Dallas  Now  a District  Capitol , Too 


DALLAS — This  city,  now  one  of  the  major 
motion  picture  distributing  points  in  the 
U.S.,  has  fast  become  a headquarters  for 
distributor  district  managers  in  the  last  few 
years.  Of  the  ten  national  film  companies 
having  exchanges  here  nine  also  maintain 
district  managers’  headquarters  locally. 

The  latest  is  Doak  Roberts  who  recently 
was  promoted  to  southwestern  district 
manager  here  by  Warner  Bros,  with  juris- 
diction over  the  Memphis,  Oklahoma  City 
and  Dallas  exchanges.  Roberts,  a veteran 
Warner  employe,  continues  to  make  his  home 
here. 

Phil  Longdon,  about  two  years  ago,  was 
promoted  to  district  manager  of  the  same 
three  territories  for  20th-Fox.  He  was  trans- 
ferred from  Charlotte  where  he  had  been 
branch  manager,  to  headquarters  here. 

J.  B.  Underwood,  long  the  Columbia 
branch  manager  here,  was  appointed  division 
manager  about  a year  ago.  He  has  retained 
his  same  office  in  the  local  exchange  and 
has  continued  his  duties  as  branch  manager. 

Duke  Clark,  formerly  at  Pittsburgh,  last 
year  was  promoted  to  district  manager  for 
Paramount  here  over  the  previously  named 
exchange  cities. 

Ben  Y.  Cammack  of  RKO  likewise  was 
made  district  manager  early  last  year. 

Burtis  Bishop  occupies  the  ground  floor 
office  at  M-G-M  of  which  he  has  been 
southwestern  district  manager  two  years. 
His  district  composes  Dallas,  Oklahoma  City, 
Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis. 

Fred  M.  Jack,  who  has  lived  here  many 
years,  supervises  a district  larger  than  that 
of  the  others.  He  is  United  Artists  south- 
ern district  manager  with  jurisdiction  over 
11  southern  states.  His  office  is  in  the  UA 
exchange  on  Elm  St. 

N.  J.  Colquhoun,  who  was  transferred  by 
Republic  last  year  from  Memphis  as  branch 
manager  here,  two  weeks  ago  was  named 
southwestern  district  manager  for  the  Dal- 
las, Oklahoma  City  and  Memphis  terri- 
tories with  headquarters  here.  Merritt  Davis, 
who  previously  had  handled  the  southwest 
as  southern  division  manager,  has  been  in 


Dallas  looking  after  local  affairs  until  a 
new  branch  manager  is  appointed. 

J.  H.  Adams,  divisional  manager  for  PRC, 
has  been  a Dallas  resident  many  years. 

The  only  district  manager  whose  head- 
quarters are  elsewhere  is  Peter  Rosian  of 
Universal  who  lives  in  Cincinnati.  His  dis- 

Southwestern  Parley 
On  Cross  Drive  Soon 

DALLAS — A mass  meeting  of  film  distribu- 
tors and  exhibitors  has  been  called  for  Sun- 
day, February  25,  in  the  Adolphus  Hotel  by 
Cecil  House,  Texas  distributor  chairman,  to 
arrange  for  participation  in  the  Red  Cross 
drive  in  March.  Scheduled  to  speak  are 
Thomas  J.  Connors  of  New  York,  who  will 
be  representing  Gradwell  Sears,  national 
WAC  distributor  chairman;  R.  J.  Donnell, 
southwestern  exhibitor  chairman;  Don  Doug- 
las and  Henry  Reeve,  exhibitor  co-chairmen. 
Phil  Longdon,  20th-Fox  district  manager,  is 
the  distributor  supervisor  in  Texas,  Okla- 
homa and  Tennessee. 

Cameron  Now  Owns  Three 
Theatres  in  Hollywood 

DALLAS — Following  the  sale  of  his  four 
neighborhood  theatres  here  to  the  J.  G.  Long 
circuit,  P.  G.  Cameron  has  purchased  the 
Campus,  Hunley  and  Vista  theatres  in  Holly- 
wood. This  was  revealed  recently  when  Cam- 
eron returned  here  with  his  son-in-law, 
Claude  Kennell,  who  will  operate  the  three 
houses.  Cameron’s  son  Guy  and  wife  have 
gone  to  Santa  Monica,  where  he  bought  and 
is  operating  the  Arro. 

Sue  Wood  and  Mrs.  W.  Wood 
Buy  Two  Georgia  Theatres 

ATLANTA — Mrs.  Willingham  Wood  and 
Miss  Sue  Wynne  have  purchased  from  C.  W. 
Johnson  the  Linco  Theatre  at  Lincolnton, 
Ga.,  and  the  Circle  at  Social  Circle,  Ga. 


CHOICE 

IOWA  POPCORN 

Immediate  Delivery 


LARGE  SOUTH  AMERICAN  OR  PEARL  VARIETY 
DRIED  TO  14%  MOISTURE  WHEN  BAGGED 


From  5 Bags  LCL  to  800-Bag  Carload 

MIDWEST  POPCORN  CO. 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

370  Saunders  Kennedy  Bldg.  Phone:  Jackson  7539 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


97 


Piano  Witchery  of  Iturbi  Lightens 
The  Load  of  Paralysis  Victims 


CHARLOTTE — Jose  Iturbi,  whose  virtuos- 
ity on  the  piano  is  only  exceeded  by  his 
amiable  eagerness  to  please  his  audiences, 
tirelessly  pounded  out  melodies  on  a wheezy 
and  rattling  piano  for  33  delighted  child 
patients  in  the  polio  ward  of  the  Memorial 
Hospital  here  January  24. 

The  pianist  displayed  his  piano  witchery 
to  the  afflicted  children  under  the  sponsor- 
ship of  the  Charlotte  Variety  Club,  which 
sponsored  the  local  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign. 

Iturbi  seemed  unaware  of  the  aged  creak- 
iness of  the  piano  which  Carl  Flath,  mana- 
ger of  the  hospital,  declared  was  “the  lousi- 
est piano  in  the  world.” 

According  to  Mary  Gillette,  staff  writer 
of  the  Charlotte  Observer,  the  master  played 
as  though  “his  career,  fame  and  future  de- 
pended upon  the  approval  of  the  children  in 
wheel  chairs  and  the  nurses’  arms.  The  chil- 
dren approved.” 

Every  child’s  request  was  a command  to 
the  pianist  but  if  a grownup  listener  asked 
for  something  sophisticated  he  was  refused 
with  the  comment  that  “it  is  too  heavy  for 
children.” 

The  child  audience  demanded  an  encore 
of  the  Blue  Danube  waltz  and  finally  one 
grownup  had  a request  honored.  When  Nurse 
Selma  Thomas  demanded  “Chopsticks”  Iturbi 
retorted  he’d  play  it  if  she’d  carry  the  bass, 
which  she  did. 

As  Iturbi  made  the  rounds  of  the  hospital 
rooms  after  the  concert  one  pathetically  crip- 
pled boy  thanked  him  for  his  concert. 

“Thank  you  for  letting  me  play  for  you,” 


DEPENDABLE 

POPCORN 

AND 

POPCORN 

SUPPLIES 

Make  Your  Contracts  Now  and  Be 
Assured  of  the  Best  and  Safest  Acreage. 

We  have  delivered  our  contracts  100 
per  cent  every  year  and  our  "Diversi- 
fied Acreage  Plan"  will  protect  you 
against  shortages  in  case  of  crop 
failures  or  prorations. 

Write  Today  for  Contract  and 
Full  Information 

BLEVINS  POPCORN  CO. 

Box  278 

NASHVILLE  2,  TENN. 


Iturbi  replied  gravely.  “Maybe  you  play,  too?” 

“No,  but  I whistle  pretty  good.” 

“Fine!  Whistling  is  good  boy  music,”  Iturbi 
commented. 

The  children  looked  surprised  but  forgiv- 
ing when  the  musician  confessed  that  he 
couldn’t  play  Cole  Porter’s  current  “Don’t 
Fence  Me  In.” 

Max  Bryant,  chairman  of  the  Variety 
Club’s  polio  committee,  accompanied  Iturbi 
on  his  trip  to  the  hospital. 


New  Mohme  Release 

SAN  ANTONIO — The  current  Clasa-Mohme 
release,  “Leyenda  del  Bandito,”  is  a pictorial 
story  of  Benito  Canales,  the  famed  bandit  of 
Mexican  revolutionary  period,  who  raided  and 
roamed  around  Brownsville  and  Matamoros, 
Mex. 


MEMPHIS 


Qff  to  Dallas  Tuesday  for  a district  sales 
^ meeting  went  L.  W.  McClintock,  Para- 
mount manager,  accompanied  by  Bob  Kil- 
gore, office  manager,  and  three  salesmen:  Joe 
Young,  Bill  Kroger  and  Dick  Setton  . . . Tom 
Young  of  20th-Fox,  chairman  of  the  indus- 
try’s WAC  in  this  district,  reports  that  Mile 
of  Dimes  collections  are  40  per  cent  ahead 
of  last  year.  For  example,  Cleveland,  Miss., 
last  year  collected  $312  and  this  year  $526.  A 
total  of  392  theatres  participated,  Young  re- 
ports, which  is  100  per  cent  cooperation. 

A series  of  open  house  Saturday  night 
parties  are  drawing  big  crowds  of  theatre  men 
to  the  Variety  Club.  Entertainment  con- 
sists of  music,  singing  and  dancing.  They 
will  continue  as  long  as  attendance  warrants 
. . . The  February  1 dimout  of  marquees,  or- 
dered as  part  of  the  campaign  to  save  elec- 
tricity, did  not  check  the  attendance,  a pre- 
liminary survey  showed  at  either  downtown 
or  community  theatres. 

Bob  Kilgore,  Paramount  office  manager, 
spent  last  weekend  in  Hot  Springs  . . . Mrs. 
Zola  Presson,  chief  accountant  at  Para- 
mount, visited  several  days  in  Atlanta  . . . 
W.  F.  Ruffin,  Ruffin  Theatre,  Covington, 
Tenn.,  was  in  all  last  week  booking  . . . New 
at  Warners  Theatre  is  Miss  Fay  Watson, 
cashier  ...  At  M-G-M,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Mitchell,  office  manager,  was  back  from  a 
business  trip  in  New  York  ...  So  was  Todd 
Ferguson,  publicity  representative  for  M-G-M 
in  this  territory. 

Mrs.  Martha  Angier,  promoter,  presented 
Nicola  Moscona  and  Egon  Petri  in  a double 
concert  February  7 at  Ellis  Auditorium  . . . 
Ike  Myers,  who  presents  free  concerts  here  at 
regular  intervals,  last  Saturday  presented  Sid- 
ney Foster,  young  American  concert  pianist, 
at  Ellis.  All  children  were  admitted  free  as 
were  each  adult  accompanied  by  at  least  six 
children. 

Kay  Kyser’s  Kollege  of  Musical  Knowledge 
will  be  presented  to  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Kennedy  General  Hospital  Febru- 
ary 16  . . . Bob  Hope’s  weekly  Tuesday  show 
hit  Memphis  this  week  and  was  presented  at 
the  three  naval  establishments.  As  an  added 
attraction  the  south’s  new  Maid  of  Cotton, 
selected  Tuesday,  was  presented  to  the  na- 
tion on  Hope’s  radio  show. 


Dallas  Takes  Drop; 
'WAVES' Tops  List 

DALLAS — First  run  grosses  were  off  a few 
points  here.  There  was  no  reason  advanced 
for  the  slight  drop.  “Here  Come  the  WAVES” 
was  the  top  picture  of  the  week  and  was  held. 
(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Ever  Since  Venus  (Col);  One  Mysterious 


Night  (Col),  split  with  Sagebrush  Heroes 

(Col);  Crazy  Knights  (Mono)  130 

Majestic — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 135 

Melba — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 125 

Palace — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) 120 

Rialto — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para),  split  with 

Army  Wives  (Mono)  115 

Tower — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk .125 


Bobby  McClung,  Dead  End 
Kid  Actor,  Is  Stricken 

COLUMBIA,  S.  C—  Bobby  McClung,  24,  of 
Beckley,  W.  Va„  who  had  played  the  role 
of  Bobby  Jordan  of  the  Dead  End  Kids  on 
the  stage  and  screen,  died  at  Columbia 
Hospital  January  29  of  pneumonia  and  com- 
plications. 

McClung  was  admitted  to  the  hospital 
about  ten  days  previously  after  he  had  col- 
lapsed shortly  before  going  on  the  stage  at 
a Columbia  theatre.  L.  D.  McClung,  father 
of  the  young  actor,  said  his  son  had  sub- 
stituted several  films  and  on  the  stage 
for  the  original  Bobby  Jordan.  He  was 
billed  in  these  films  as  Bobby  Jordan,  his 
father  said,  and  had  the  same  billing  with 
the  vaudeville  group  here. 

At  Los  Angeles,  an  army  hospital  reported 
that  a 21-year-old  youth,  the  Bobby  Jordan 
of  the  original  Dead  End  Kids  group,  was  a 
patient  there. 

Sack  Increases  Negro 
Series  to  8 Releases 

DALLAS  — Following  the  screening  suc- 
cesses of  “Ration  Blues”  and  “Rocco  Blues,” 
negro  musical  one-reelers  featuring  Louis 
Jordan  and  band  and  name  negro  acts,  Sack 
Amusement  Enterprises  has  increased  the 
number  of  announced  releases  in  this  series 
from  six  to  eight,  according  to  Alfred  N. 
Sack. 

“Hep-Cat  Serenade”  is  completed  and  in 
the  cutting  room,  as  the  third  in  the  series. 
Other  titles  will  be  “Old  Man  Mose,”  “Out- 
skirts of  Town,”  “Fuzzy  Wuzzy,”  “Toot  That 
Trumpet”  and  “Harlem  Hotcha.”  One  sub- 
ject will  be  released  every  six  weeks. 


Mrs.  L M.  Rampey  Dead 

LAKELAND,  GA.— Mrs.  L.  M.  Rampey, 
mother  of  Johnny  Rampey,  owner  of  the 
Lakeland  Theatre,  died  at  the  Rampey  home 
here  recently.  Johnny  came  home  from 
an  army  camp  near  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  for 
the  funeral.  He  has  been  in  the  army  over 
two  years  and  is  managing  several  camp 
theatres  in  California.  Mrs.  Rampey  would 
have  been  74  years  old  February  1. 


L.  N.  "Nick"  Carter  Dead 

ATLANTA — Louis  William  “Nick”  Carter, 
formerly  associated  with  First  National  and 
United  Artists,  died  recently  at  his  home 
here.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Fred  Gammon,  St.  Peters- 
burg, Fla.;  a son,  Sgt.  Lewis  Butler  Carter, 
now  in  France. 


Buy  Ellaville  Theatre 

ELLAVILLE,  GA. — Henry  Van  Landing- 
ham,  cashier  of  the  Ellaville  bank,  and  P.  L. 
Gill,  local  druggist,  recently  announced  pur- 
chase of  the  Ellaville  Theatre  from  W.  W. 
Crowell  of  Doerun. 
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SOUTHERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Pastime  Theatre  Burns 
With  $10,000  Loss 

FOREST  CITY,  N.  C.— Fire  of  undeter- 
mined origin  caused  damage  estimated  at 
$10,000  to  the  Pastime  Theatre  here  recent- 
ly. The  blaze  started  in  an  attic  over  the 
projection  booth  and  had  gained  considerable 
headway  before  it  was  discovered. 

J.  W.  Griffin,  owner  of  the  theatre,  esti- 
mated the  loss  in  projection  room  equipment 
at  $3,000,  and  the  damage  to  the  rest  of 
the  building  at  $7,000.  He  said  the  building 
will  be  repaired  and  remodc^d  within  two 
months. 


OKLA.  CITY 


fJerman  Wobber,  west  coast  division  man- 
■^ager,  and  Paul  Longdon,  southwestern  dis- 
trict manager  for  20th-Fox,  were  in  for  a 
business  meeting  with  Marion  Osborne  and 
his  sales  staff  in  connection  with  their  com- 
pany’s 30th  anniversary  drive. 


Sam  Schwartz  opened 
his  first  theatre  in 
1910.  Now  he  has  the 
Aztec  and  Yolanda 
theatres  in  Eagle  Pass, 
Tex.  Both  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  his  lengthy 
experience  in  the  busi- 
ness. Schwartz’s  civic 
life  is  a rich  one.  He 
is  the  president  of  the 
Maverick  County 
water  control  and  im- 
provement project.  If 
27  years  of  service  on  the  school  board  are 
added  to  six  years  as  mayor,  then  it  is  plain 
that  Sam’s  life  has  filled  Eagle  Pass  and  its 
life  has  filled  his.  Son  Arnold  and  son  J.  M. 
are  overseas.  Sam  enjoys  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  Texas  industry. 


While  other  nickelo- 
deons were  grinding 
away  at  five  and  ten- 
cent  admissions,  Oskar 
Korn  exhibited  a 
super-production  at  50 
cents.  He  contrived  to 
have  his  own  story 
filmed,  and  showed 
the  reel  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  a 25-piece 
orchestra  in  the  Hou- 
ston, Tex.,  auditorium. 
From  this  1914  promo- 
tion, for  which  he  had  prepared  himself 
since  1907,  Oskar  organized  the  Master  Pro- 
ducers Film  Corp.  He  had  two  exchanges  in 
New  Orleans  and  Birmingham.  The  one  in 
Birmingham  is  still  being  operated.  He  also 
operates  a Texas  circuit  from  Dallas. 


“Fighting  Lady”  is  getting  so  many  runs 
at  naval  base  theatres  in  Norman  that  it 
has  already  broken  all  attendance  records 
there.  “Jocko”  Clark,  who  is  the  actual 
skipper  of  an  aircraft  carrier  on  the  seas 
and  in  the  picture,  is  a native  of  Chelsea, 
Okla.,  and  his  mother  still  lives  there,  so 
20th-Fox  arranged  the  Oklahoma  premiere 
of  the  film  at  the  Norman  Lyric. 

R.  R.  Clark  has  bought  the  Alamo  and 
White  Way  theatres  from  Frank  Miller  in 
Marlow  . . . Paul  Goode  is  a new  partner 
of  T.  Ashmore  in  the  Harlem  Theatre,  Law- 
ton. 


C.  B.  “Brownie”  Akers,  who  is  known  for 
his  enduring  activity,  has  been  taking  a 
few  days’  rest  because  of  a severe  cold  . . . 
“Buck”  Weaver  spent  several  days  in  Dallas 
recently.  He  makes  so  many  trips  between 
these  cities  that  he  probably  will  be  one 
of  the  first  to  want  a helicopter,  come  the 
end  of  the  war. 

Seen  at  the  Variety  Club:  H.  J.  Griffith, 
Herman  Craver  of  UA,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
LeBlanc  of  Altec,  Jim  Peacock  of  Metro 
with  his  wife  and  guests,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed 
Kidwell  of  Standard  Theatres,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  B.  Akers,  Mrs.  Robert  Busch  with  Lieuten- 
ant Dunsworth  and  Mrs.  Dunsworth,  and 
Jack  ReVille  and  Jim  Byrd  of  Metro. 

Jimmy  Wakely,  the  home  town  boy  who 
made  good,  came  back  for  a personal  ap- 
pearance at  the  Liberty  with  his  latest  pic- 
ture, “Song  on  the  Range.” 

Visitors  on  the  Row  were:  W.  M.  Miller 
of  Gotebo,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Rains  of 
Fort  Cobb,  J.  E.  Jones  of  Sand  Springs,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Copeland  of  Geary,  D.  F. 
McCrasky  of  Jenks,  Roy  Rollier  of  Lamont, 
Ola  Terry  of  Konowa,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Skelton  of  Panhandle,  Tex.;  Lieut.  Paul 
Beckhelm  of  Norman,  C.  M.  Funk  of  Guy- 
mon,  Jack  Crooks  of  Norman,  Jack  Pierce 
of  Stigler,  Wright  Halls  of  Spearman,  Tex., 
Elmo  Rankin  of  Custer  City,  George  Herber 
of  Apache,  C.  S.  Rose  of  Maysville,  A.  R. 
Walker  of  Broken  Bow,  Thomas  Smith  of 
Kaw  City,  Waite  Kerr  of  Sulphur,  R.  R. 
Clark  of  Marlow,  Mrs.  Dudley  Tucker  of 
Guthrie,  J.  C.  Smock  of  Hinton,  C.  H.  Russ 
of  Stillwater,  William  Copeland  of  Geary, 
and  H.  L.  Boehm  of  Watonga. 

Sgt.  Joe  Hill,  formerly  of  Standard  Thea- 
tres and  now  in  the  army  in  Belgium,  still 
is  unaware  of  his  wife’s  recent  major  opera- 
tion. She  is  recovering  satisfactorily  . . . 
A.  Mousa  is  settling  down  to  work  as  office 
manager  of  Warners  ...  Ed  Peel  showed  us 
a Purple  Heart  and  merit  citation  sent  to 
him  for  his  late  son,  Gordon  L.  Peel,  a flyer 
who  was  shot  down  in  the  South  Pacific. 


Robert  B.  Wilby  first 
flirted  with  the  films 
in  1911.  It  was  in 
Selma,  Ala.,  and  Wil- 
by came  in  on  “a  very 
thin  shoestring.”  He 
is  a circuit  owner  to- 
day and  makes  his 
headquarters  in  At- 
lanta; the  shoestring 
has  become  a network 
of  fine  theatres.  He 
is  interested  in  civic 
affairs,  but  holds  no 
public  office.  He  is  a member  of  the  Capital 
City  Club,  Variety,  Georgia  Tech  Alumni 
and  his  local  exhibitor  association.  To  men- 
tion the  word  “flower”  would  be  a way  of 
beginning  to  talk  his  hobby.  He  has  two 
daughters. 


If  open-air  theatres 
ever  become  the  rage 
again,  J.  C.  Chatmas 
will  be  the  man  to  go 
to  for  advice.  In  1912 
his  first  theatre,  the 
Majestic  Airdome,  in 
Marlin,  Tex.,  boasted 
a partially  open  roof 
at  night,  but  it  was 
closed  all  day.  His  ad- 
mission price  was  five 
cents.  In  1916  Jimmy 
purchased  the  old 
Opera  House  in  Marlin,  renaming  it  the  Or- 
pheum.  Fire  destroyed  the  Orpheum  in  1922. 
He  then  opened  the  Majestic.  With  the  com- 
ing of  sound  the  Majestic  was  renovated. 
The  improved  house  is  now  known  as  the 
Palace  Theatre. 

On  August  1,  1913, 

Frank  Miller  opened 
the  Pastime  in  Mar- 
low, Okla.  Admission 
was  five  and  ten  cents, 
with  shows  every  night 
except  Sunday.  Mrs. 

Miller  sold  tickets.  To- 
day Miller  operates  in 
three  location.  The 
Whiteway  was  opened 
in  1922  and  the  Alamo 
in  1936.  He  has  par- 
ticipated in  civic  af- 
fairs through  the  years.  For  a short  time  he 
was  mayor  and  for  eight  years  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education.  A 32nd  de- 
gree Mason,  he  is  also  a Knight  Templar 
and  Shriner,  and  has  been  known  to  drive 
650  miles  to  a baseball  game. 


Before  J.  J.  Hegman 
built  the  Ritz  in  Aus- 
tin, Tex.,  in  1911,  he 
had  operated  theatres 
in  Temple,  Tex.,  the 
Opera  House  in  Gal- 
veston and  the  Casino 
and  Star  in  the  same 
city.  He  therefore 
brings  to  his  patrons 
not  only  length  but 
also  variety  of  ex- 
perience. In  1929  he 
erected  the  Ritz.  He 
led  the  fight  against  the  Sunday  closing  law 
in  the  state  capital  and  finally  won  its  re- 
peal, an  accomplishment  of  which  he  is 
proud.  He  also  participates  in  other  civic 
activities.  He  was  active  in  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations before  he  retired. 


Mrs.  Homer  Mulkey 

is  the  widow  of  one  of 
the  oldest  exhibitors  in 
Texas.  She  and  her 
husband  opened  the 
Pastime  in  1910  at 
Clarendon,  Tex.  Their 
second  house,  the 
Cozy,  was  built  in 
1935.  They  managed 
the  theatres  jointly 
until  the  death  of 
Mulkey  in  1941.  Mrs. 
Mulkey  is  carrying  on 
with  Lee  Bell  as  executor  of  the  estate  and 
manager.  She  has  been  selling  tickets  con- 
tinuously since  1910.  This  is  somewhat  of  a 
record.  Mrs.  Mulkey  is  a member  of  Allied 
Theatres  of  Texas,  Order  of  Eastern  Star 
and  the  First  Christian  Church. 

In  June  1923  Irwin  W. 

Speckels  married  Leo- 
nida  Von  Minden  of 
La  Grange,  Tex.,  and 
went  into  business 
with  his  father-in- 
law,  operating  the 
Cozy  theatre.  Later 
they  opened  a Cozy  at 
Schulenburg,  Tex.  To- 
day he  operates  the 
Cozy  at  Schulenburg 
and  Von  Minden  han- 
dles the  La  Grange 
house.  Speckels  has  been  chief  of  the 
Schulenburg  fire  department  for  12  years, 
and  president  of  the  board  of  education  for 
the  last  five.  His  chief  pastime  is  hunting. 
On  these  trips  he  takes  along  a 16mm  cam- 
era for  his  home  projector. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


99 


SAN  ANTONIO 


r*rady  A.  Cole,  former  operator  of  the  Cole 
Theatre,  New  Braunfels,  was  in  New 
York  recently  purchasing  pictures  for  his 
newly  opened  South  States  film  exchange 
in  the  Schmidt  Bldg.  In  a letter  to  this  col- 
umnist, Cole  says  that  his  film  office  will 
handle  westerns  as  well  as  dramas,  along 
with  two  very  special  productions.  This  New 
Braunfels  office  also  distributes  16mm  films. 

The  Mile  of  Dimes  campaign  waged  in 
downtown  San  Antonio  broke  all  previous 
records  when  it  turned  in  $13,000,  or  $5,000 
more  than  in  former  years.  Over  6,000  tickets 
were  sold  in  advance  to  the  President’s 
birthday  ball  held  in  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium. There  were  three  bands  playing 


for  dancing  feet  and  there  was  a 15-act 
floor  show.  A feature  of  the  evening  was 
the  auctioning  off  of  $126  worth  of  orchids 
which  were  donated  by  a local  florist.  Henry 
Bergman  was  in  charge  of  the  entertain- 
ment. Jack  Mitchell  acted  as  emcee. 

Lee  Orr,  southwest  representative  for  Fox 
Movietone,  was  in  the  Alamo  City  recently 
shooting  some  footage  on  a featured  news- 
film  illustrating  the  shortage  of  ready-made 
cigarets.  He  used  11  of  the  best-looking 
telephone  operators  who  tried  in  vain  to 
buy  cigarets,  but  to  no  avail,  so  the  femmes 
were  shown  how  to  roll  their  own.  This  war- 
time drama  was  filmed  on  a hill  in  front 
of  the  Alamo  Stadium  with  the  Sunny 


WHAT! 


Another  "Independent"  Film  Exchange 
for  Texas 

- SURE,  WHY  NOT?  - 


Exhibitors  of  South  and  Central  Texas 
as  well  as  the  state — 


SOUTH  STATES  FILMS 


of  New  Braunfels,  Tex. 


Has  a Selection  of 


35 


Feature  Pictures 


(Westerns  and  Dramas) 

To  Serve  You 

at  reasonable  rental,  due  to  low  overhead 


Special 

"RED  HOT"  ROADSHOW 

Now  Booking 

With  Expensive  Front  Displays 

"America  and  Her  Allies  Fight 
for  Freedom" 

Just  finished  Eastern  States  runs  at  top  grosses.  One 
hour  and  40  minutes;  coverage  of  this  war;  unbelievable  ac- 
tion; scenes  you  would  not  have  thought  available.  This  is 
the  picture  THE  AUDIENCE  WILL  THANK  YOU  FOR  SHOW- 
ING! Wire  for  terms  and  dates. 

Send  for  Work  Sheet  on  Westerns  and  Dramas 

SOUTH  STATES  FILMS 

204  Schmidt  Bldg.  New  Braunfels,  Tex. 

Distributor  of  "Screencraft  Pictures."  New  York 


“Santone”  skyline  for  a typical  background. 
Three  champion  Palomino  stallions  were 
lent  by  Jack  Sellers  to  add  realism  to  the 
short,  which  will  be  exhibited  in  theatres 
all  over  America. 

Jack  Jacob  Swank,  assistant  manager  and 
treasurer  at  the  Empire  several  seasons  ago, 
is  back  in  town  from  his  Kansas  home  and 
has  gone  to  work  for  the  San  Antonio  Light 
as  a staff  photographer  . . . The  Empire 
revived  an  oldie  for  a four-day  engagement 
last  Sunday.  It  was  “Waterloo  Bridge,” 
reissued  by  Metro  last  year. 

According  to  a press  dispatch  in  Sun- 
day’s Light,  Louis  Santikos,  one  time  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Palace  and  Rialto  here, 
is  alive  and  well  in  Athens,  Greece,  where 
he  returned  after  selling  out  his  San  An- 
tonio holdings  in  1928.  Santikos  has  been 
distributing  the  products  of  the  major  film 
producers  in  his  native  land. 

Manuel  Roel  of  the  Obrero  Teatro,  was 
inducted  into  the  army  at  Dodd  field  . . 
Manager  Mary  Grimes  of  the  Prince  is 
planning  a week’s  vacation  in  New  Mexico 
accompanied  by  her  hubby,  Victor  . . . 
Manuel  Ayala,  projectionist  at  the  same 
house,  is  back  from  a business  trip  to  La- 
redo . . . John  W.  Ketner  has  returned 
from  a midweek  motor  trip  to  Victoria,  Tex. 

The  Laurel  News,  an  eight-page  pictorial 
program  which  made  its  appearance  on  the 
night  of  that  theatre’s  opening,  was  one 
of  the  best  edited  and  nicest  looking  pub- 
lication of  its  kind  gotten  out  here  in  many 
a year.  To  Interstate  Publicitor  Joe  Estes 
here  goes  the  honors  of  ingenuity  in  pub- 
lishing a souvenir  which  would  glorify  and 
be  a credit  to  any  theatre. 

Ed  F.  Brady  sr.,  the  San  Benito  Inter- 
state partner,  teamed  with  Champion  Byron 
Nelson  for  second  place  in  the  pro-ama- 
teur golf  tournament  held  here  at  Breck- 
enridge  Park  recently  . . . Don  Hanna,  for- 
mer billposter  for  Interstate  in  the  Alamo 
City,  has  been  given  an  eight-week  in- 
fantry training  course  at  Camp  Maxey  and 
will  soon  be  shipped  to  a combat  zone  . . . 
“Barbary  Coast  Gent,”  a first  run  M-G-M 
comedy-drama,  had  a new  Wednesday  open- 
ing at  the  Texas. 

Interstate  items:  Alleen  Herndon,  secre- 
tary to  City  Manager  Albert  Reynolds,  cele- 
brated her  “26th”  birthday  on  January  31 
. . . Cpl.  Bobby  O’Donnell,  former  theatre 
employe,  is  in  town  on  a 19-day  furlough 
from  Fort  Bliss  . . . Ernest  Hauser  of  the 
Texas  ate  a whole  package  of  Turns  and 
did  he  feel  miserable  . . . Lieut.  Harry  Katz, 
who  operates  a string  of  independent  the- 
atres in  Minneapolis,  was  around  bidding 
Interstate  managers  goodbye  before  leaving 
for  Fort  Knox,  Ky. 

Dave  Smason,  who  operates  the  Karnes 
in  Karnes  City,  was  along  East  Commerce 
St.  Thursday  and  dropped  into  the  Inde- 
pendent Film  Exchange  and  Supply  Co.  to 
do  some  showshopping  . . . “Grand  Hotel” 
starring  Cantinflas,  had  a triple  midnight 
premiere  at  the  National,  Zaragoza  and 
Guadalupe  theatres  this  Saturday  . . . 
“Quando  Quiere  Un  Mexicano,”  another 
Jorge  Negrete  hit,  set  a two-day  record  at 
the  National  last  week. 

Azteca  Filmatters:  Mrs.  Lidia  Lopez  Saga- 
hon  has  been  added  to  the  outer  office 
staff  . . . Manager  Alberto  Coppel  was  in 
Austin  for  two  days  attending  the  Optimist 
Club  convention  . . . And  now  Manager 
Coppel  is  all  smiles.  After  waiting  seven 
months  for  a telephone  for ' his  residence, 
one  has  finally  been  installed,  so  he  has 
been  celebrating  for  the  past  three  days. 

Clasa-Mohme  News  Notes — Miss  Angelina 
Pena,  who  formerly  worked  for  the  ex- 
change when  it  first  opened  in  1942,  has 
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returned  from  Monterrey,  Mex.,  and  is  now 
working  in  the  office  . . . Recent  visitors: 
R.  G.  Taylor,  Metro,  Dallas;  W.  V.  Adwell, 
Palace,  Ozona,  and  Roxy,  San  Angelo,  with 
his  associate,  Taylor  Jones;  Dale  Willson, 
Elgin,  Elgin;  “Doctor  Migar,”  the  magician 
from  Mexico;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  Benitez 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeLa  Vina,  Weslaco,  and 
Mrs.  Esther  R.  Izaguirre  and  Mrs.  Briggs, 
Rex,  Mission. 

Several  former  Santonians  have  drifted 
out  California  way  in  recent  years.  Just  to 
name  a few:  Jack  Howard  Britton  is  pro- 
jecting at  a ’Frisco  theatre;  R.  R.  Knight, 
ex-South  San  Antonio  showman,  has  bought 
out  the  Sunset,  San  Francisco,  and  Dennis 
Moore  who  was  known  as  Gene  Meadows 
around  these  parts  a few  years,  is  now 
starring  in  westerns  for  Universal. 

Mrs.  Jewell  Truex  and  her  two  sons  have 
left  for  their  Los  Angeles  home  after  spend- 
ing several  months  here  with  Mr.  Truex, 
who  is  assistant  manager  for  Clasa-Mohme, 
Inc.,  in  the  Alamo  City  . . . Additional 
callers  to  the  above  Mexican  picture  office 
included  W.  J.  Kunetka,  Rita,  Benavides; 
Lew  Braly,  Interstate  valley  manager,  Har- 
lingen; Gustav  Lavenant,  Anahuac,  Dilley; 
Miguel  Delgado,  Nacional,  Crystal  City,  and 
several  others. 

“What’s  Your  Name?,”  a ten-minute  film 
appealing  to  war  workers  to  stay  on  the  job 
until  the  war  is  over  and  won,  is  being  ex- 
hibited in  all  San  Antonio  show  houses.  The 
short,  which  will  be  shown  here  through 
February  20,  was  prepared  by  the  WAC  and 
filmed  by  the  army  signal  corps. 

Katherine  Morgan  has  taken  over  as  the 
new  house  manager  at  the  Star,  neighbor- 


War  Memorial  Comeon 
Under  Way  Again 

Dallas — Marshall  Stewart,  owner  and 
operator  of  the  Texas  in  DeLeon  and  a 
veteran  of  World  War  I,  reminds  that 
committees  are  now  going  around  as 
they  did  nearly  30  years  ago  soliciting 
donations  or  promises  of  money  for  war 
memorials. 

Stewart,  who  was  here  on  Filmrow,  said 
a committee  of  women  called  on  him  re- 
cently for  money  to  help  create  a me- 
morial park.  He  told  the  women  that 
present-day  children  were  not  interested 
in  such  a move,  asserting  that  paving 
streets  and  roads  with  the  funds  they 
collected  would  be  more  useful. 


hood  theatre  near  the  army  post  . . . Clar- 
ence Wilson,  former  RKO  salesman  for  San 
Antonio  and  southern  Texas,  is  changing 
from  civvies  to  uniform,  having  passed  all  of 
the  necessary  requirements  . . . L.  E.  Har- 
rington, the  20th-Fox  sales  representative  for 
this  territory,  was  a weekend  caller  from  his 
Dallas  office. 

Every  theatre  in  San  Antonio  participated 
in  the  March  of  Dimes  polio  drive,  it  was 
announced  by  A1  H.  Reynolds,  Interstate  city 
manager  and  theatre  chairman  here  for  the 
infantile  paralysis  fund.  The  special  screen 
appeal  by  Greer  Garson  was  run  at  each  per- 
formance and  subsequently  collections  were 
also  taken  up  among  the  audience. 

The  Mexican  trio  which  scored  a success- 
ful two-day  stand  at  the  National  Teatro  re- 


cently were  Maria  Alma,  La  Mixteca  and  Fer- 
nando Maldonado  . . . Solis  Garza  and  “Dona” 
Leonor  are  rounding  out  their  three-week  en- 
gagement at  the  Zaragoza  Teatro  this  week 
. . . Roy  Rogers,  is  scheduled  to  make  a studio 
broadcast  over  KMAC  here  soon  on  his  na- 
tionwide personal  appearance  tour. 


Memphis  Industry  Ready 
For  Biggest  Cross  Drive 

MEMPHIS — The  motion  picture  industry 
of  the  midsouth  is  being  organized  for  its 
greatest  Red  Cross  campaign  March  15-21, 
it  was  announced  by  Tom  Young,  WAC 
distributor  chairman,  and  M.  A.  Lightman  sr„ 
exhibitor  chairman. 

Every  exchange  was  represented  at  a 
meeting  held  this  week  to  organize  for  the 
campaign,  Young  reported.  All  signed  up 
100  per  cent  and  the  entire  territory  was 
zoned  so  that  a salesman  for  one  com- 
pany would  be  charged  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  arranging  Red  Cross  cooperation 
at  every  theatre  in  the  midsouth.  Red  Cross 
trailers  will  be  distributed  to  every  one  of 
the  392  theatres  in  this  area  and  a collec- 
tion will  be  taken  for  the  Red  Cross  at  every 
performance. 

On  February  23,  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  general 
manager  of  Interstate  with  headquarters  in 
Dallas,  and  T.  J.  Connors,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  20th-Fox,  will  be 
guests  of  honor  at  a citywide  luncheon  at 
Hotel  Peabody.  With  them  will  be  a wound- 
ed veteran  of  the  war  who  was  aided  by  the 
Red  Cross,  who  will  speak  to  the  distributors 
and  exhibitors  from  all  sections  of  Tenne- 
see,  Arkansas  and  Mississippi. 


C.  CRETORS  & COMPANY 

manufacturers  of  quality 

POPCORN  MACHINES 

Distributed  Exclusively  in 
Texas , Oklahoma , Arkansas 
Louisiana , New  Mexico  and 
Arizona  by 


Chas.  E.  Darden  & Co. 


FILM  EXCHANGE  BLDG. 

308  S.  Harwood  St. 
DALLAS  1.  TEXAS 
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Cara  Knopf  has  returned  to  Republic  as 

chief  accountant.  William  Tate,  shipping 
department,  has  left  . . . M.  Mobley,  Royal 
Theatre,  Blackshear,  Ga„  was  in  booking 
. . . Roy  Dial,  Republic  booker,  substituted 
as  shipper  one  week  to  relieve  the  help 
shortage. 

Visitors  on  the  Row:  A1  Rock,  Peach 
Theatre,  Fort  Valley,  Ga.;  Joe  Heckel,  Ritz, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Mr.  W.  Lee,  Gainesville, 
Fla.;  L.  H.  Brown  jr.,  Dixie,  Jackson,  Ga. 
. . . Two  post  theatres  at  the  Hendricks 
Field,  Sebring,  Fla.,  were  destroyed  by  fire 
recently. 

Jimmy  Thigpen,  formerly  with  National 
Theatre  Supply  here  and  owner  of  the 
Lithonia  Theatre  at  Lithonia,  Ga.,  was  home 
on  leave  from  the  navy  . . . Harry  Paul  of 
Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply  was  in  Florida  on 
business  . . . John  Mangham,  Film  Classics 
executive,  was  in  St.  Louis  recently  to  at- 
tend a national  FC  meeting. 

Hildred  Hilton  and  Mary  Johnson  have 
joined  the  Universal  office  staff  . . . Jeff 
Wilson,  exhibitor  at  Biscoe,  N.  C.,  stopped 
here  en  route  to  Florida.  He  visited  Sammy 
Kaye  and  orchestra  at  the  Fox  Theatre  and 
took  the  baton  as  a guest  conductor.  It 
went  over  big  with  the  audience  . . . R.  W. 
Tarwater,  Alabama  salesman  for  Para- 
mount, was  in  a few  days. 


POSTERS!  POSTERS!  POSTERS! 

We  tMaae  *JUem  ! ! 

WHY  sign  a contract  to  secure  your 
Accessories  WHEN 

It  Is  NOT  NECESSARY ! 

Send  your  orders  and  used  paper  to 
us  where  you  are  assured  oi  lowest 
initial  cost,  and  fair  credit  rates. 

THE  POSTER  EXCHANGE,  Inc. 

1831/2  Walton  St.,  N.  W„  Atlanta,  Ga. 


Ike  Cohen,  formerly  with  Republic,  has 
been  discharged  from  the  army  . . . S.  T. 
Maughan  of  the  Screven  Theatre,  Screven, 
Ga.,  was  on  the  Row  booking  . . . Joe  Dumas 
of  the  navy,  formerly  with  Republic,  was 
home  with  his  family  a few  days  en  route 
to  California  for  further  assignment. 

Mort  Blumenstock,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  Warner  Bros.,  “sneaked” 
down  to  Macon  the  other  day  from  New 
York  to  inspect  plans  being  made  for  the 
world  premiere  there  of  “God  Is  My  Co- 
Pilot.”  He  was  accompanied  by  Larry  Golob, 
another  Warner  exploitation  ace.  The  latter 
is  a dead  ringer  for  Humphrey  Bogart,  and 
autograph  hounds  nip  at  his  heel  every- 
where he  goes. 

H.  G.  Newton,  Newton,  Ga.,  was  a visitor 
. . . Ditto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hank  Hearn  of 
Astor  Pictures,  Charlotte;  Syd  Laird,  West 
Point;  Lionel  Keene,  Emory,  Ga.  . . . Keene 
proudly  reported  excellent  returns  on  March 
of  Dimes  collections  taken  up  in  his  theatre 
by  the  Druid  Hills  Boy  Scout  Troop  55  . . . 
Marvin  Rogers,  for  many  years  chief  ac- 
countant at  Universal,  has  joined  Poster 
Exchange. 

Alice  Bart  of  Columbia  was  married  to 
Lieut.  Charles  Schell  . . . Hank  Hearn  of 
the  Astor  Pictures,  Charlotte,  was  on  the 
Row  visiting  friends  . . . Others  on  Film- 
row:  Col.  T.  E.  Orr,  Albertville,  Sid  Laird 
of  A1  Duncan  Theatres,  West  Point;  Ed  Dun- 
can, Carrollton,  Bill  Jones,  Palm  Theatre, 
Sebring;  D.  Lee,  Lee’s  Theatres,  Lake  City, 
Fla.;  E.  P.  Clay  of  McDonough;  Exhibitor 
Ingram,  Ashland,  Ala. 

Barbara  GwLnn  has  been  added  to  the 
Republic  booking  department  . . . Mary 
Mason,  formerly  with  Paramount,  is  now  with 
Universal  . . . Evelyn  Osbourne,  secretary  to 
Mr.  Weill  at  Wil-Kin,  was  on  the  sick  list, 
while  Mrs.  Maude  Williamson,  accounting 
department,  is  in  the  hospital.  C.  E.  Edwards 
of  the  supply  department  also  was  sick. 

Williamson  Snellson,  who  is  resigning  from 
Republic  February  10,  has  been  connected 
with  the  film  industry  many  years,  coming 
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in  under  the  leadership  of  Arthur  C.  Brom- 
berg, under  whom  he  was  employed  for  many 
years.  When  Bromberg  organized  Republic 
Pictures  in  this  ' area,  Snellson  was  trans- 
ferred to  Memphis.  Snellson  will  vacation 
in  Florida  a month,  then  announce  plans. 

Newsettes  from  Paramount:  Jack  Kirby, 
district  chief,  returned  from  the  New  York 
conference,  stopping  at  Charlotte  to  attend 
the  33rd  annual  exhibitors’  convention  there 
in  company  with  Scott  Lett  and  the  Char- 
lotte sales  staff  . . . Marion  Stowe  cele- 
brated her  19th  birthday  January  27  . . . 
Becky  “Feets”  Howard  has  recuperated  from 
a broken  foot  . . . Valworth  Griffin,  Girl 
Friday  to  Buddha  Gray,  returned  after  an 
illness  . . . Frances  Pyron  has  been  wreathed 
in  smiles  since  her  No.  1 man  is  back  home 
from  the  South  Pacific  . . . Grace  Seignious 
is  resigning  to  be  married. 

Martha  Walraven  is  sporting  a diamond 
ring  and  the  same  for  Velma  Darley  as 
previously  reported  . . . Mrs.  Izola  Presson, 
chief  accountant  at  Paramount  in  Mem- 
phis, was  a visitor  . . . The  feminine  con- 
tingent of  the  local  Paramount  family  gave 
a party  recently  for  the  brides-elect,  Grace 
Seignious  and  Velma  Darley  . . . Manager 
Grover  Parsons  was  on  a trip  into  Alabama. 

W.  H.  Rudisill  of  PRC  has  returned  from 
a tour  of  northern  Alabama,  including  Bir- 
mingham . . . A.  B.  Balch  of  PRC  is  now 
southern  Georgia  representative  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Ike  and  Harry  Katz  attended  the  TONSC 
convention  in  Charlotte  . . . Arthur  C.  Brom- 
berg, president  of  Monogram  Southern,  was 
back  from  a business  trip  to  the  Charlotte 
branch. 


CHARLOTTE 


IWTax  Bryant,  chairman  of  the  polio  com- 
mittee of  the  Variety  Club,  has  an- 
nounced that  the  club  is  building  a per- 
manent booth  for  screenings  in  the  new  polio 
addition  to  Memorial  Hospital  . . . Morris 
Abrams,  Palace,  Georgetown,  will  be  mar- 
ried February  18. 

The  first  salesman  to  secure  Red  Cross 
drive  pledges  from  all  his  war  activity  ac- 
counts is  Hal  Keeter  of  Warners.  He  had 
19  accounts  and  brought  in  19  pledges  . . . 
Ernest  Stellings,  booker  and  buyer  for 
Everett  Enterprises,  has  moved  into  his  new 
home  after  having  it  redecorated  through- 
out. He  has  even  built  a servant’s  room  in 
the  basement  with  the  hope  of  getting  a 
servant.  However,  the  immaculate  condi- 
tion didn’t  last  for  long.  He  woke  up  one 
morning  this  week  to  find  the  entire  base- 
ment covered  with  water.  The  boiler  had 
burst  during  the  night. 

Both  Tom  Kehoe  and  his  wife,  Kehoe 
Theatre,  New  Bern,  are  confined  at  home 
by  illness  . . . Visitors  on  the  Row:  H.  R. 
Berry,  Center,  Hartsville;  George  W.  Parr, 
Parr,  Lancaster;  J.  W.  McMillan,  Maxton, 
and  Latta;  Cary  Caudell,  Wanoca,  Wallace; 
W.  D.  McGowan,  Joyce,  Spring  Hope;  Harry 
Cooke,  Center,  Mount  Olive;  Ben  L.  Stro- 
zier,  Stevenson,  Rock  Hill;  George  D.  Car- 
penter, Colonial,  Valdese. 


"Queen  of  the  Nile"  to  “Sudan" 

The  title  of  Universal’s  “Queen  of  the 
Nile”  has  been  changed  to  “Sudan.” 
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Odeon  Associates  Fete 
Masters  at  a Farewell' 


Toronto  Forbids  All 
Owl  Shows  But  Two 

TORONTO — Without  warning,  the  board 
of  police  commissioners  February  1 clamped 
a permanent  ban  on  all  midnight  perform- 
ances, except  on  Christmas  and  New  Year’s, 
at  all  local  theatres  on  the  ground  that  late 
shows  contributed  to  questionable  conditions, 
particularly  in  the  matter  of  minors  being 
on  the  streets  in  early  morning. 

The  action,  which  follows  similar  moves  in 
other  municipalities  of  Ontario,  brought  no 
immediate  protest  from  any  source  largely  be- 
cause the  large  theatre  companies  do  not 
favor  “owl  shows”  except  on  holiday  dates. 
There  is  a possibility,  however,  that  the  ex- 
hibitors will  suggest  a revision  of  the  police 
bylaw  to  drop  the  Christmas  Eve  exemption, 
which  is  not  a general  midnight  show  occa- 
sion in  favor  of  other  holidays  such  as  Labor 
Day  and  Thanksgiving. 

“I  am  glad  to  hear  it,”  was  the  answer  of 
one  exhibitor  when  told  of  the  board’s  deci- 
sion. The  dropping  of  Sunday  midnight 
shows  every  week,  under  the  policy  of  some 
theatres,  would  raise  the  generally  prestige 
of  the  film  business,  he  suggested. 

A number  of  the  smaller  downtown  thea- 
tres will  be  affected  by  the  ban  and  these  are 
mainly  independently  operated  houses. 

For  many  months  midnight  shows  have 
been  prohibited  in  Ottawa  and  Hamilton 
while  a similar  policy  has  been  enforced  in 
St.  Thomas,  Simcoe,  Tillsonburg  and  else- 
where. 

At  one  time,  a number  of  exhibitors  adopted 
the  Sunday  midnight  show  policy  for  the 
benefit  of  workers  on  odd  shifts  in  the  war 
plants  but  it  is  now  felt  that  all  amusement- 
seekers  can  be  accommodated  during  the 
regular  afternoon  and  evening  theatre  hours. 

Toronto  Suburb  Managers 
Adopt  a New  Policy 

TORONTO — The  Suburban  Managers  Ass’n 
has  adopted  a new  policy  of  operation  under 
the  presidency  of  George  Morrell  of  the  St. 
Clair  who  was  elected  at  the  recent  annual 
meeting.  A luncheon  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  King  Edward  Hotel  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  each  month.  Speakers  will  be  ob- 
tained from  the  exhibition  or  distribution 
branches  of  the  film  business.  The  associa- 
tion will  continue  its  social  gatherings  in  the 
Capitol  clubrooms  at  11  p.  m.  on  the  last 
Thursday  of  the  month. 

M.  J.  Doyle,  manager  of  the  Runnymede,  is 
the  new  vice-president;  Jay  Smith  of  the 
Avenue  now  serves  as  secretary  and  A1  Eas- 
son  of  the  Oakwood  is  treasurer.  Charlie 
Querrie  of  the  Palace  was  made  honorary 
president. 

Temporary  Officers  Named 
For  Toronto  Variety  Club 

TORONTO — The  committee  in  charge  of 
arrangements  for  the  establishment  of  a Va- 
riety Tent  in  Toronto  has  elected  the  fol- 
lowing temporary  officers:  Chief  barker,  J. 
J.  Fitzgibbons;  assistant  chief  barker,  Paul 
L.  Nathanson;  secretary,  Oscar  R.  Hanson; 
treasurer,  Ben  S.  Okun;  directors,  W.  P.  Co- 
vert, Gordon  Lightstone,  Ernest  Rawley, 
Henry  L.  Nathanson,  Ben  Freedman  and  N. 
Taylor. 


Thailand  Film  Shown 

MONTREAL  — “Chang,”  a film  depicting 
farm  life  in  little  known  Thailand,  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Japanese  army,  was  shown  to 
audiences  of  women  in  Montreal  and  West- 
mount. 


FPC  Lite  Pass  Presented 
Victoria  Cross  Winner 

Toronto — President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  has  pre- 
sented a silver  engraved  life  pass  good  at 
all  FPC  theatres  to  Pvt.  Ernest  “Smokey” 
Smith  of  New  Westminster,  B.  C.,  latest 
Canadian  winner  of  the  Victoria  Cross. 
The  ceremony  took  place  at  Vancouver, 
where  President  Fitzgibbons  was  lead- 
ing the  25th  anniversary  celebration 
of  the  chain.  The  pass  will  recognize 
Smith,  his  relatives  and  friends. 

It  was  announced  at  the  FPC  head  of- 
fice here  similar  passes  will  be  presented 
to  other  Canadian  Victoria  Cross  winners 
in  the  present  war.  Smith  is  the  only  en- 
listed man  of  the  Canadian  forces  to  win 
the  Empire  decoration. 

The  huge  birthday  cake  which  featured 
the  FPC  anniversary  dinner  here  was  sent 
to  the  convalescent  soldiers  in  Christie 
Military  Hospital. 

Vaughan  to  Empire 
On  British  Product 

TORONTO  — An  important  move,  presag- 
ing further  expansion  the  distribution  of 
British  product  in  the  Dominion,  is  the  ap- 
pointment of  Frank  Vaughan  as  manager  of 
the  British  films  division  of  Empire-Univer- 
sal Films. 

Vaughan  recently  was  in  the  Canadian  air 
force  directing  distribution  of  films  to  air 
force  stations  under  the  empire  air  training 
plan,  which  is  terminating  in  March.  Prior 
to  joining  the  air  force,  Vaughan  was  Empire- 
Universal  branch  manager  at  Winnipeg. 

Empire-Universal,  a Nathanson  company, 
is  distributor  for  Universal  and  Republic  pic- 
tures and  last  July  announced  a contractual 
agreement  with  Arthur  Rank  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  his  product  in  Canada.  The  com- 
pany had  handled  British  pictures  for  many 
years  but  following  the  alliance  with  Rank, 
the  Canadian  franchise  for  other  British 
films  was  absorbed  by  Esquire  Films,  of  which 
O.  R.  Hanson  is  head. 

NFB  Will  Make  a Film  of 
Montreal  Snow  Clearing 

MONTREAL — While  some  sections  of  the 
city  complain  about  the  lack  of  snow  removal, 
other  sections  complain  about  the  noise  when 
it  is  removed  and  the  National  Film  Board 
will  make  a motion  picture  of  the  whole 
thing,  the  public  works  department  reports. 

The  film  board  is  preparing  to  film  Mon- 
treal’s unique  snow-clearing  equipment  dur- 
ing the  next  heavy  snowfall.  Several  prelim- 
inary scenes  have  already  been  shot.  Present 
plans  apparently  call  for  showing  a clear 
street,  reports  of  an  approaching  storm,  ar- 
rangement of  machinery,  the  calling  of  men, 
the  driving  bitter  storm  and  then  the  climax, 
the  men  at  work. 

Taking  a leaf  from  other  governments,  the 
city  has  consented  to  the  film  with  the  stipu- 
lation that  it  has  the  right  to  censor  any 
scenes  or  parts  of  dialog. 


TORONTO  — Following  the  official  an- 
nouncement of  the  resignation  of  Haskell  M. 
Masters  from  his  executive  positions  in  both 
Odeon  theatres  of  Canada  and  Empire-Uni- 
versal Films,  discussions  in  trade  circles  con- 
centrated on  the  reasons  behind  the  resigna- 
tions and  the  plans  of  both  Masters  and  Paul 
L.  Nathanson.  The  latter  is  president  of  Gen- 
eral Theatre  Corp.  in  which  Arthur  Rank  of 
England  holds  equal  partnership  with 
Nathanson  and  which  controls  Odeon  and 
other  interests. 

Valuable  Gifts  Presented 

A farewell  luncheon  was  tendered  Masters 
last  Saturday  by  executives  and  department 
managers  of  Odeon  and  General  Theatre 
Corp.  He  resigned  as  vice-president  and 
managing  director  of  Odeon  and  president  of 
Empire-Universal. 

T.  J.  Bragg,  vice-president  of  General 
Theatres,  chairman  of  the  luncheon,  declared 
that  the  retiring  official  had  established  a 
strong  bond  of  friendship  with  all  with  whom 
he  had  been  associated  during  the  past  three 
years.  As  a token  of  esteem,  Masters  was 
presented  a set  of  crystal  steins  and  a hand- 
wrought  sterling  silver  tray  as  the  gift  from 
former  associates.  Out-of-town  guests  in- 
cluded J.  Howard  Boothe  of  Vancouver,  Brit- 
ish Columbia  supervisor  of  Odeon,  and  Harry 
Bercovich,  Odeon  partner  at  Regina,  Sask. 

Masters  is  reported  to  have  had  a six-year 
contract  as  general  manager  of  Canadian 
Odeon  and,  according  to  a reliable  source,  ap- 
proximately two  years  of  that  contract  had 
yet  been  unfulfilled.  Further,  it  is  under- 
stood, Masters  held  a substantial  stock  inter- 
est. It  is  said  that  the  balance  of  his  employ- 
ment contract  and  his  stock  holdings  have 
been  absorbed  under  the  terms  of  resigna- 
tion, giving  Masters  a free  hand  for  his  fu- 
ture. The  amount  involved  in  the  agreement 
is  said  to  be  substantial. 

The  consensus,  partly  confirmed  by  guarded 
remarks  in  Canadian  Odeon  circles,  is  that 
the  successor  to  Masters  in  the  management 
of  the  chain  will  be  promoted  from  the  pres- 
ent executive  personnel.  According  to  this 
rumor,  this  man  has  had  long  experience  in 
the  Canadian  theatre-distributor  field,  was 
an  executive  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  and  resigned  from  that  company  when 
the  late  N.  L.  Nathanson  retired  as  Famous 
Players  president  and  launched  the  Odeon 
circuit.  In  this  connection  it  is  pointed  out 
the  idea  made  a splendid  impression  with 
John  Davis  of  London  when  he  was  here  to 
close  the  big  deal  in  behalf  of  Arthur  Rank. 

Next  Move  Uncertain 

At  first  it  was  thought  Haskell  Masters 
might  return  to  United  Artists  Corp.  in  the 
United  States  where  he  had  been  western 
sales  manager  before  returning  to  Toronto  to 
join  Nathanson  in  Odeon  and  Empire-Uni- 
versal. At  that  time  Masters  was  accompanied 
by  Dave  Griesdorf,  a UA  branch  manager  in 
the  American  west  for  United  Artists  who 
took  charge  of  the  many  Odeon  units  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  It  has  been  stated  that  Gries- 
dorf will  remain  at  Vancouver.  According  to 
this  line  of  thought  Masters  would  take  over 
general  supervision  of  the  Canadian  UA  ter- 
ritory with  offices  at  New  York,  a position 
from  which  D.  H.  Coplan  was  transferred  a 
year  ago  to  England  to  become  managing  di- 
rector of  United  Artists  there. 

However,  A.  J.  Jeffery,  the  UA  Canadian 
district  manager  at  present,  has  been  conduct- 
ing regional  meetings  of  branch  managers. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Daul  Nathanson,  president  of  Odeon  Thea- 
* tres  of  Canada,  has  gone  to  Hollywood  on 
business,  according  to  a head  office  an- 
nouncement . . . Several  Odeon  partners  have 
been  here  for  conferences  recently  including 
Henry  Morton  of  Winnipeg,  Harry  Friedman 
of  Edmonton  and  Harry  Bercovich  of  Regina, 
as  well  as  J.  Howard  Boothe  of  Vancouver, 
B.  C.,  supervisor. 

There  was  surprise  in  some  quarters  that 
Tom  Daley,  manager  of  the  Imperial  here, 
was  not  among  charter  members  of  the  re- 
cently-formed Famous  Players  25- Year  Club. 
Although  Tom  has  been  a theatre  man  since 
1907,  spending  most  of  his  early  career  with 
F.  G.  Spencer  at  St.  John  and  Halifax,  he  did 
not  join  Famous  Players  until  about  1925. 
Daley  easily  qualified  for  membership  in  the 
Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  but  isn’t  yet  a 
Famous  Players  “old  boy.” 

The  other  week  this  column  mentioned 
that  Frank  Fisher  and  Ralph  Dale  of  the 
Nathanson  organization  had  Dick  Main  out 
in  the  countryside  for  skiing  lessons.  Main 
rises  up  to  his  full  height  to  deny  that  Dale 
can  teach  him  skiing.  “Frank  Fisher,  yes,” 
he  said.  “But  not  Ralph  Dale.  All  Dale  does 
is  put  on  his  skis,  stand  at  the  top  of  a hill 
and  watch  the  others  go  down.” 

After  conducting  an  eastern  branch  man- 
agers conference  here,  A.  J.  Jeffery,  Canadian 
district  manager  of  United  Artists  Corp.,  is 
now  out  west  for  a similar  meeting  and  for 
an  inspection  of  branches  at  Winnipeg,  Cal- 
gary and  Vancouver. 

The  Tivoli  at  Windsor  is  putting  on  a car- 
toon show  for  the  juveniles  at  noon  each 
Saturday  at  regular  admission  prices  with  a 
standing  invitation  for  the  youngsters  to  re- 
main for  the  matinee  performance  . . . Win 
Barron,  the  comentator  of  Canadian  Para- 
mount News,  was  featured  in  a window  dis- 
play for  a swanky  men’s  furnishings  shop  in 
downtown  Toronto  which  included  an  assort- 
ment of  original  subtitles  and  blowup  photos 
of  recent  news  issues. 

Simon  Meretsky’s  Palace  at  Windsor  is 
staging  a special  midnight  show  February  10 


to  raise  funds  for  the  overseas  smokes  fund 
and  war  charities  . . . Glenn  Ireton,  Warner 
Bros,  promotion  manager,  has  removed  the 
hirsute  adornment,  otherwise  the  Van  Dyke 
beard,  with  which  he  returned  from  a cam- 
era expedition  in  northern  Ontario  and  is  re- 
ceiving the  thanks  of  associates. 

An  Ontario  Fee  Boost 
Also  Being  Planned 

TORONTO  — According  to  an  official 
source  here,  the  Ontario  government  is  con- 
sidering an  upward  revision  of  license  fees 
for  theatres,  film  exchanges  and  for  the  cen- 
sorship of  films.  This  would  accompany  the 
reported  move  for  the  restoration  of  the  ten 
per  cent  amusement  tax  on  all  places  of 
amusement.  One  phase  of  the  fee  proposal 
is  said  to  be  the  necessity  for  a sanction  from 
the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board  for  an 
increase  in  the  charges. 

The  provincial  license  fee  for  theatres 
ranges  from  25  cents  a seat  per  annum  in 
cities  of  10,000  or  over,  to  10  cents  a seat  in 
municipalities  under  1,500  population.  The 
annual  film  exchange  license  fee  is  $100, 
while  for  censorship  the  charge  is  $12  a 2,000- 
foot  reel  for  pictures  of  foreign  origin;  $6  a 
2,000-foot  reel  for  British-made  pictures; 
news  reels  from  $1  to  $2  depending  upon 
length,  and  $1  to  $6  for  trailers  from  100  to 
1,000  feet. 

The  theatres’  antitax  committee  held  a 
closed  meeting  here  February  2 to  discuss  ar- 
rangements for  a protest  campaign  against 
the  revival  of  the  ticket  tax. 


Teaching  Film  Presented 

MONTREAL  — Color  films  have  been  of 
great  help  in  the  teaching  of  ornithology  and 
natural  history.  One  of  the  most  noted  bird 
films,  “Wings  Across  the  Midnight  Sun,”  was 
shown  to  the  Province  of  Quebec  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  Birds,  by  Arthur  C.  Twomey, 
explorer  who  is  on  the  staff  of  the  Carnegie 
Museum  in  Pittsburgh. 


Barbara  Stanwyck  to  “Marriage" 

Barbara  Stanwyck  is  set  to  star  in  Para- 
mount’s “The  Perfect  Marriage.” 


Deaf  Man  Is  Sound  Expert! 


WINNIPEG — H.  E.  Kinnear,  sound  engi- 
neer with  J.  M.  Rice  & Co.,  was  the  subject 
of  a column  by  Ted  Schrader,  Tribune  writer 
who  turns  out  a daily  stint  under  the  title, 
“I  Write  What  I See.” 

The  point  of  the  story  was  that  Kinnear, 
whom  the  writer  called  “one  of  western  Can- 
ada’s best  sound  engineers,”  is  deaf. 

Schrader  wrote  that  when  he  called  on 
Kinnear  he  was  testing  some  sound  equip- 
ment for  a sound  projector.  Though  the 
writer  could  not  hear  a thing,  Kinnear  said 
the  equipment  did  not  sound  right.  Kinnear 
had  his  fingers  on  the  amplifier.  It  didn’t 
feel  right  to  him  ...  I placed  my  fingers  on 
the  machine  and  felt  small  vibrations.” 

Kinnear  depended  on  touch.  “Of  course,” 
he  said,  “I  don’t  depend  entirely  on  touch 
any  more.  They  have  devised  some  prettj* 
efficient  instruments  for  testing  sound.” 

The  Tribune  writer  found  that  Kinnear  was 
adept  at  reading  lips,  but  had  trouble  speak- 
ing. This  was  his  story; 

When  Kinnear  was  a young  boy,  he  went 
to  bed  one  night  perfectly  normal,  and  woke 
up  the  next  morning  totally  deaf  and  had 
lost  his  sense  of  balance.  His  parents  sent 
him  to  a school  for  the  deaf,  but  he  found 
he  was  forgetting  how  to  speak,  so  continued 
his  education  at  ordinary  schools  learning 
mainly  from  books. 


Kinnear  became  interested  in  electricity  in 
1923,  when  he  was  15,  and  it  was  only  a step 
to  sound  engineering.  He  learned  the  hard 
way,  playing  around  with  electricity  and 
studying  books.  In  the  early  days  of  radio  he 
operated  by  touch  and  with  the  aid  of 
friends. 

“I  would  make  an  adjustment,”  he  told  the 
writer,  “and  ask  someone  how  it  sounded.  If 
he  didn’t  like  it,  I would  correct  the  trouble 
until  it  sounded  right  to  him.” 

Now  he  works  on  projectors,  his  work  tak- 
ing him  from  Halifax  to  Vancouver. 

Kinnear  told  the  columnist  that  he  saw 
so  many  movies  that  he  seldom  attended 
them  unless  his  wife  wanted  to  go.  “I  tag 
along.  She  gives  me  the  drift  where  neces- 
sary, but  you  can  nearly  always  follow  the 
plot  without  hearing.” 

He  believes  that  radio  listeners  were  losing 
their  idea  of  what  a concert  sounds  like  be- 
cause tone  control  and  other  instruments  al- 
low the  listener  to  adjust  the  set  to  suit  him- 
self, but  he  doesn’t  hear  the  real  thing. 

Kinnear  was  born  in  Souris,  Man.,  where 
he  played  with  the  Souris  hockey  team  from 
1927  to  1929  when  they  were  provincial  cham- 
pions. He  also  plays  a bit  of  golf  and  is  in- 
terested in  photography.  “Being  deaf,”  he 
said,  “has  its  compensations.  I don’t  have 
to  listen  to  political  speeches.” 


Odeon  Associates  Fete 
Masters  at  a Farewell 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

He  finished  a series  here  and  is  currently  in 
the  Canadian  west  for  others. 

The  general  trade  view  has  since  veered  to 
the  belief  that  Masters  may  join  Warner 
Bros,  in  a setup  which  would  include  the 
Canadian  branch  of  that  company,  and  that 
George  Clark,  recently  appointed  Canadian 
general  manager,  would  return  to  the  New 
York  home  office  of  Warner  Bros.  Masters 
made  a special  trip  to  New  York  City  about 
the  middle  of  January  and  this  fact  lends 
credence  to  the  story  that  he  has  already 
planned  a return  to  that  film  center. 

Masters  was  born  and  educated  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  had  film  trade  experience  in  the 
States  during  his  early  career.  He  became 
associated  with  United  Artists  in  Toronto 
several  years  ago,  being  promoted  to  the  home 
office  in  New  York  prior  to  the  war. 

However,  there  are  so  many  rumors  it  has 
been  difficult  to  distinguish  fiction  from  fact. 
A reorganization  of  Odeon  management  is  re- 
ported being  considered  in  which  divisions 
will  be  formed  with  a general  manager  at 
Toronto  looking  after  the  expanding  theatre 
group  in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  A.  I.  Garson  of 
St.  John,  N.  B.,  will  be  in  charge  of  Odeon 
theatres  in  the  maritime  provinces,  Griesdorf 
will  direct  operations  in  the  British  Columbia 
division  and  the  several  partnerships  in  the 
prairie  provinces  will  be  brought  into  consoli- 
dation. In  this  connection,  Henry  Morton,  a 
partner  for  a number  of  Winnipeg  theatres, 
and  J.  Freedman,  an  Edmonton  partner,  both 
have  visited  the  Odeon  head  office  here  re- 
cently. 

Still  another  story  is  that  Arthur  Rank  is 
to  visit  Toronto  in  May  when  various  an- 
nouncements might  be  made. 

The  Official  Announcement 

The  official  announcement  from  Odeon 
Theatres  of  Canada  office  here  regarding  the 
resignation  of  Masters  follows: 

“While  there  have  been  rumors  for  some 
time  of  a change  in  the  executive  manage- 
ment of  Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada,  Ltd.,  the 
trade  was  startled  this  week  with  the  an- 
nouncement from  Haskell  M.  Masters  of  his 
resignation  from  that  company.  Mr.  Masters 
has  resigned  his  position  of  vice-president  and 
managing  director  of  Odeon  Theatres  of  Can- 
ada, Ltd.  He  has  also  relinquished  his  office 
as  president  of  Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd. 

“Mr.  Masters  stated  that  the  past  three 
years  in  which  Odeon  has  been  building  to  its 
present  powerful  position  have  been  strenu- 
ous ones  and  that  he  will  now  take  a much- 
desired  rest  of  a month  or  so  in  the  south. 
Mrs.  Masters  will  accompany  him  on  the  va- 
cation. 

“Asked  about  his  plans  for  the  future,  Mr. 
Masters  stated  he  had  nothing  to  divulge  at 
this  time. 

“Haskell  Masters  is  one  of  the  best  known 
and  best  liked  men  in  Canada’s  film  indus- 
try. Every  person  in  the  field  of  distribution 
and  exhibition  will  wish  him  the  best  for  the 
future  and  everyone  will  be  hoping  he  returns 
to  a post  in  Canada  where  he  has  long  been 
a familiar  and  popular  figure  of  the  indus- 
try.” 


New  Films  at  Winnipeg 

WINNIPEG — Following  two  excellent  weeks 
with  “Mrs.  Parkington,”  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen,” opened  well  at  the  Capitol.  At  the 
Lyceum,  however,  where  “Sign  of  the  Cross” 
was  outstanding  business  for  two  weeks  there 
was  a marked  drop  when  “In  the  Meantime, 
Darling,”  came  in.  At  the  Metropolitan, 
“Laura”  played  to  excellent  reviews  and  very 
good  boxoffice. 
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"Tokyo"  lhe  Choice 
Of  Many  Toronto  Fans 

TORONTO — The  choice  of  many  theatre- 
goers was  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo’’  at 
Loew’s  Yonge  Street,  a queue  being  in  evi- 
dence in  front  of  the  theatre  quite  often  dur- 
ing the  week.  “The  Master  Race”  drew  nicely 
at  the  Imperial  while  good  crowds  continued 
at  Shea’s  for  the  third  week  of  “Hollywood 
Canteen.”  The  Uptown  dual  headed  by  “She 
Gets  Her  Man”  was  well  up  to  the  mark  at 
the  boxoffice. 

(Average  is  100) 

Eglinton — Candlelight  in  Algeria  (Br) - 75 

Imperial — The  Master  Race  (RKO) - 100 

Loew's — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M).. 130 

Shea's — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 90 

Tivoli — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay  (Para); 

One  Body  Too  Many  (Para) 95 

Uptown — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ); 

Destiny  (Univ)  100 


FPC  Anniversary  Celebration  Big 
Factor  in  Vancouver  Business 

VANCOUVER — Famous  Players  25th  anni- 
versary was  the  big  noise  here  last  week.  All 
FPC  theatres  stepped  out  with  extra  and 
colorful  fronts,  emphasizing  their  25th  birth- 
day. “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay,”  at 
the  Orpheum,  led  the  parade  and  was  held. 
The  second  week  of  “And  Now  Tomorrow” 
also  was  good.  “Tars  and  Spars,”  with  a cast 
of  65  led  by  Victor  Mature,  did  nice  at  the 
Beacon  in  spite  of  hiked  admissions  to  a $1.25 
top. 

Beacon — Reckless  Age  (Univ),  plus  Tars  and 

Spars  on  stage  Good 

Capitol — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  2nd  wk. ..  .Good 
Dominion — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M);  None  But 

the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO),  moveovers Very  nice 

Orpheum — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para)  • Excellent 

Plaza — Drums  (reissue);  That  Hamilton  Woman 

(reissue),  2nd  wk Good 

Strand — Kansas  City  Kitty  (Col),  Swing  in  the 

Saddle  (Col)  Very  good 

Vogue — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ),  2nd  wk Good 


A Stamp  Costs  6 Million 
In  Liberated  Greece 

Montreal  — George  Ganetakos,  manag- 
ing director  of  United  Amusement  Corp., 
recently  received  a letter  from  his  step- 
brother in  Greece.  It  bore  postage  stamps 
totaling  six  million  drachmas. 


ST.  JOHN 


The  partnership  deal  between  Famous  Play- 
11  ers  and  Fred  Spencer  is  understood  to  be 
a 50-50  arrangement,  with  an  operating 
agreement  which  stipulates  Spencer  is  to  con- 
tinue at  the  helm  for  the  16  houses  he  has 
taken  into  the  Famous  lineup. 

“Going  My  Way”  has  been  shown  at  three 
Halifax  theatres,  with  below  par  business  at 
the  second  run  Mayfair.  Even  at  the  first 
run  Capitol,  “GMW”  failed  to  grass  as  well 
as  many  pictures  which  had  no  chance  for 
the  Academy  award. 

Owner  John  Farr,  at  the  North  Sydney 
Rivoli,  separated  adults  from  children  for 
matinees  of  “SYWA.”  At  each  of  the  four 
nights,  there  was  only  one  performance. 
Tickets  were  sold  in  advance  for  the  night 
shows  but  not  for  the  afternoons. 

One  of  the  speakers  at  the  opening  cere- 
mony of  the  Protestant  Home  for  Aged  Peo- 
ple of  Cape  Breton  County,  was  Bill  Cuzner, 
owner  of  the  Sydney  Mines  Strand,  who  is 
on  the  home  board. 

W.  Roy  Cann,  former  manager  of  the  Yar- 
mouth People’s  and  now  in  the  newspaper 
field  at  Yarmouth,  has  been  renamed  secre- 
tary of  the  Yarmouth  board  of  trade. 


Ontario  IEC  Honors 
Ben  Freedman  Again 

TORONTO — Thirty-two  exhibitors  attend- 
ed the  annual  meetings  of  the  Ontario  coun- 
cil, Independent  Exhibitors  of  Canada,  at  the 
King  Edward  Hotel  here  February  1.  John 
Grierson,  manager  of  the  National  Film 
Board,  spoke.  The  membership  totals  50. 

Henry  Falk  of  Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
spokesman  for  the  independents,  was  unable 
to  be  present  because  of  snowbound  roads  but 
his  address  on  conciliation  and  other  matters 
was  received  by  long  distance  telephone. 
Grierson  spoke  on  the  postwar  plans  of  the 
board. 

It  was  announced  that  a statement  would 
be  issued  following  the  first  session  of  the 
new  board  on  the  Ontario  council’s  proposal 
for  a national  code  on  conciliation,  a question 
which  had  been  dormant  for  some  months  fol- 
lowing differences  over  representation  on  the 
regional  conciliation  board  for  Ontario. 

There  was  a discussion  of  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment’s proposal  for  the  restoration  of  the 
amusement  tax  in  this  province  and  the  new 
board  of  the  council  has  been  appointed  to  a 
general  committee  of  theatre  owners  to  op- 
pose the  measure. 

Ben  Freedman,  proprietor  of  the  Capitol, 
Long  Branch,  was  re-elected  president.  The 
new  vice-president  is  Bruce  McLeod,  Fox, 
Kitchener;  Harry  Lester,  Bonita,  Toronto, 
treasurer;  H.  L.  Romberg,  Metro,  Toronto, 
secretary;  Garson  Solway,  Toronto,  public 
relations  director. 

The  directors  are  Lou  Davidson  of  the 
Davidson  and  Barnes,  Toronto;  Herman  Ben- 
nett, Toronto,  and  Max  Starkman,  represent- 
ing the  Allenby,  LaSalle  and  the  Hudson, 
Toronto.. 

Three  Toronto  Theatres 
Now  Have  New  Owners 


Calgary  Show  Business  Steady; 
“Canteen"  Strong  in  Holdover 

CALGARY  — Business  held  steady  here 
since  the  first  of  the  year  in  first  run  and 
subsequent  houses.  Warners’  “Hollywood 
Canteen”  attracted  big  crowds  in  its  second 
week.  “Dark  Waters,”  a UA  release,  was 
pulled  at  the  Grand  after  three  days  for 
ZaSu  Pitts  appearing  on  stage  in  “Ramshackle 
Inn.” 

Capitol — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB), 


2nd  wk Very  good 

Grand — Dark  Waters  (UA) Very  good 

Palace — Laura  (20th-Fox)  Very  good 


Negotiations  Are  Tighter 
On  Garson-Rank  Deal 

ST.  JOHN — Negotiations  between  Abe  Gar- 
son  here  and  O’Brien  & Killam,  Yarmouth, 
aimed  at  linking  the  Yarmouth  Capitol  with 
the  Odeon-Rank  hookup,  have  stiffened. 
Garson  has  been  in  Yarmouth  twice  lately 
and  S.  E.  O’Brien  was  in  St.  John  for  hud- 
dles with  the  new  maritime  Odeon  chief. 
O’Brien  & Killam  of  the  Yarmouth  Theatre 
& Amusement  Co.  not  only  have  the  Capitol, 
seating  1,325,  in  Yarmouth,  but  the  Strand, 
507,  in  Yarmouth.  The  location  was  ac- 
quired soon  after  the  Franklin  & Hershorn 
circuit  established  the  Community  in  Yar- 
mouth about  six  years  ago,  and  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  retaliatory  on  the  part  of  the 
Yarmouthers  for  F&H  starting  competition 
for  them  at  Yarmouth. 


College  Houses  NFB  Library 

MONTREAL  — The  George  Williams  Col- 
lege has  made  space  available  to  house  the 
Montreal  section  of  the  film  library  of  the 
National  Film  Board.  Some  of  the  films  are 
in  color. 


Taking  a leaf  from  the  book  of  “Snow 
White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs,”  Canadian 
soldiers  engaged  in  pick  and  shovel  duty,  have 
been  lining  up  one  after  the  other  and  march- 
ing, picks  and  shovels  on  shoulders,  to  the 
chorus  of  “High  Ho,  It’s  Off  to  Work  We  Go,” 
catchy  song  of  the  Disney  film. 

Manager  Pat  Hanifen,  79,  interested  in  per- 
formances of  Sydney  Toler  and  Donald  Meek 
when  they  hit  the  Garrick  screen  in  Halifax, 
remembers  his  stage  acting  years  when  troup- 
ing  with  both  Toler  and  Meek.  Hanifen  was 
also  with  Bill  Harkins  who  led  a dramatic 
repertoire  outfit  through  the  provinces  and 
to  Newfoundland,  Bermuda  and  the  West 
Indies  annually. 

Thieves  continue  to  prey  on  theatres.  Two 
breaks  into  the  Strand  were  made  in  a week. 
In  neither  case  was  there  any  loot.  However, 
at  one  visit  the  intruders  took  away  a bundle 
of  keys,  necessitating  changing  of  some  locks 
immediately. 

Joe  Franklin  is  reported  feeling  better  at 
Miami  Beach  than  he  has  since  he  was  oper- 
ated on  about  a year  ago. 


TORONTO — Peter  Budd,  manager  of  the 
Kenwood,  has  purchased  the  Centre  in  the 
downtown  section  from  Phil  Sandler.  One 
of  the  first  steps  of  the  new  proprietor  was  to 
join  the  Ontario  council.  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors of  Canada. 

After  lengthy  negotiations,  the  Adelphi  on 
Dovercourt  Road,  has  been  taken  over  by 
Gordon  Snyder,  former  booker  for  Associated 
Theatres  prior  to  enlistment  in  the  air  force. 
Snyder  was  overseas  three  years  and  re- 
cently received  a medical  discharge.  The 
Adelphi  was  owned  for  many  years  by  Adam 
“Bill”  Bailie,  a member  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers. 

The  Granada  on  Danforth  Ave.,  operated 
in  recent  years  by  the  B&F  circuit,  has  been 
purchased  by  Max  Starkman  and  associates. 
Starkman  operates  the  Allenby,  LaSalle  and 
Hudson  theatres  here.  J.  A.  Boyd  formerly 
operated  the  Granada,  previously  the  Model, 
for  a long  period. 

A big  deal,  involving  a fairly  large  number 
of  theatres  in  Toronto  and  other  Ontario  cen- 
ters, is  said  to  be  in  course  of  negotiations. 
Ownership  is  being  consolidated,  it  is  under- 
stood, prior  to  sale  to  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp. 


Army  Seeks  16mm  Shows 
For  Wounded  Vets 

(From  Central  Edition) 

CHICAGO  — Amateur  film  makers  with 
16mm  projectors  were  asked  to  bring  their 
films,  especially  sports  subjects,  to  army  hos- 
pitals for  showing  to  bed  patients  unable  to 
be  taken  to  the  assembly  halls  to  see  regular 
screenings.  Those  wishing  to  help  may  con- 
tact Alvin  Eves,  8146  Langley  Ave.,  a steel 
executive  who  has  been  giving  this  service  to 
patients  at  the  Gardiner  and  Vaughan  gen- 
eral hospitals. 


Bettyjane  Greer  to  "Scandals" 

Bettyjane  Greer  has  been  added  to  the 
cast  of  RKO’s  “George  White’s  Scandals  of 
1945.” 


KE  MORE  MONEY  PLAYING- 

WAHOO 

AmeSiic&l  tyut&it  Scsieest  Cjante 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 


831  South  Wabash  Avenue 


Chicago,  Illinois 
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OTTAWA 


Ceven  youths,  16  to  18  years  of  age,  were 
^ fined  $1  and  costs  in  police  court  when 
found  guilty  of  disorderly  conduct  at  the 
Imperial  after  Manager  Isser  Singerman 
swore  they  had  gained  entrance  through  a 
side  door  and  had  acted  improperly  . . . Con- 
troller Finley  McRae,  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  the  late  Harry  Brouse,  was  re-elect- 
ed president  of  the  Ottawa  Red  Cross  So- 
ciety for  a fourth  term  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  the  Chateau  Laurier. 

Don  Henshaw  of  the  national  war  finance 
committee  is  in  Hollywood  to  cooperate  with 
20th-Fox  in  the  making  of  the  special  film 
for  the  Eighth  Canadian  Victory  Loan  drive 
scheduled  for  April.  Darryl  Zanuck  is  pro- 
ducing the  picture  in  which  many  stars  will 
appear  in  support  of  Canada’s  war  effort. 

There  was  a big  night  at  the  Capitol 
Wednesday  night  (31)  when  the  regular  film 
policy  was  replaced  by  an  appearance  of  the 
Minneapolis  Symphony  orchestra  . . . The 
Trenton  Courier-Advocate  devoted  consider- 
able news  space  to  a boost  for  G.  Martin, 
manager  of  the  Trent,  previously  the  Weller. 
Martin  has  been  there  for  12  years  of  his  34 
years  in  the  show  business  and  is  prominent 
in  the  Rotary  Club. 

Recent  visitors  from  20th  Century  Thea- 
tres were  Raoul  Auerbach,  Myer  Axler  and 
David  Mendel,  the  last  named  taking  charge 
of  the  Elgin  while  Manager  Steve  McManus 
made  a trip  to  Sarnia  because  of  the  illness 
of  his  mother. 

The  Cameo  at  Morrisburg  was  temporarily 
closed  while  repairs  and  a redecorating  job 
was  carried  out  . . . Don  Ritchie,  veteran 
projectionist,  was  missing  from  the  booth  of 
the  Nola  several  days  because  of  illness. 

Offers  Features  and  Shorts 
For  Trade  in  16mm  Market 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

PITTSBURGH — Hundreds  of  feature  films 
and  short  subjects  are  available  for  the  first 
time  to  the  16mm  market,  and  rental  prices 
have  been  increased,  according  to  a 1945 
catalog  issued  by  Clem  Williams  Films,  Pitt 
Bank  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  and  Film  Bldg., 
Cleveland. 

Included  in  the  new  lineup  of  16mm  films 
are  United  Artists,  RKO,  Columbia,  20th- 
Fox,  Universal,  PRC  and  various  independent 
releases  of  recent  seasons.  Features  are 
licensed  at  from  $5  to  $17.50.  The  list  price 
includes  a supporting  cartoon  reel  or  two 
and  there  is  a $2.50  reduction  from  each 
$17.50  if  five  programs  are  ordered.  By  far 
the  greater  number  of  features  are  “unre- 
stricted,” and  may  be  booked  anywhere  at 
any  time.  A few  of  the  feature  productions 
are  available  on  a “location  approval”  basis. 

New  Clem  Williams  catalog  of  84  pages 
contains  approximately  150  illustrations,  of- 
fers an  insurance  fee  plan  and  advertises 
Radiant  screens.  Williams  is  one  of  three 
large  scale  distributors  of  16mm  films  here. 


Would  Ban  Sunday  Films 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

HARRISBURG — A dozen  church  and  re- 
form groups,  with  headquarters  in  Philadel- 
phia, operating  as  the  state  federated  legis- 
lative committee,  is  staging  a campaign  to 
outlaw  Sunday  films  in  Pennsylvania.  A com- 
plete program  has  been  prepared  by  the  re- 
form association  and  opening  of  the  active 
drive  is  expected  in  the  general  assembly. 
From  political  quarters  are  reports  of  con- 
centrated strength  in  the  new  fight  against 
Sabbath  entertainments. 


Ten  Vancouverites 
To  FPC  25-Year  Club 

VANCOUVER  — Ten  employes  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  here  became  mem- 
bers of  the  newly  formed  25-Year  Club  of  the 
company  at  a silver  jubilee  celebration  held 
at  Hotel  Vancouver  January  27.  J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons,  president  of  the  chain,  and  other 
home  office  executives  were  present. 

In  introducing  the  charter  members  of  the 
club  Fitzgibbons  said,  “We  are  paying  hom- 
age to  those  men  and  women  who  have  served 
this  corporation  for  25  years  or  more.” 

The  program  was  filmed  in  Technicolor 
and  received  great  publicity  throughout  Can- 
ada. Fitzgibbons  was  granted  honorary  mem- 
bership in  the  North  American  Indian  Broth- 
erhood by  Chief  Andy  Paul  of  the  Squamish 
tribe.  The  FPC  executive  had  been  made  an 
honorary  chief  of  a tribe  at  Banff  about  a 
week  earlier. 

Recipients  of  the  25-Year  Club  honors  were 
Miss  A.  Caze,  H.  C.  Edwards,  Frank  Gow,  S. 
Haigh,  R.  R.  Hanson,  Mrs.  D.  Johnstone,  Hank 
Leslie,  W.  More,  C.  S.  Neville  and  J.  M.  Rob- 
erson, all  of  Vancouver  or  Victoria. 

Accompanying  Fitzgibbons  were  R.  W.  Bol- 
stead,  vice-president  of  the  chain,  and  James 
R.  Nairn,  publicity  director. 

Seated  with  the  FPC  executives  at  the  head 
table  were  Larry  Bearg,  western  division 
manager;  Frank  Gow  and  Frank  Kershaw, 
district  managers;  Mayor  J.  W.  Cornett,  Chief 
Justice  Wendell  Farris  and  Sen.  J.  W.  deB. 
Farris. 


VANCOUVER 

Morma  Hansher,  daughter  of  the  late  Bill 
Hansher,  Paramount  manager  here,  is 
keeping  the  name  in  show  business.  She  is 
now  at  Foto-Nite  office  here  . . . Children 
roaming  the  streets  late  is  one  of  causes  of 
juvenile  delinquency,  according  to  the  Van- 
couver Council  of  Women,  which  asked  the 
city  council  to  enforce  the  present  curfew  law. 
Under  the  law  unaccompanied  children  un- 
der 16  cannot  be  on  the  streets  after  9 p.  m. 
The  council  represents  84  women’s  organiza- 
tions. The  request  was  referred  to  the  police 
commission. 

Gordon  Lightstone,  Paramount  manager, 
was  a visitor.  He  announced  that  “For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls”  will  show  here  soon  at  reg- 
ular prices  . . . The  Saskatchewan  govern- 
ment has  increased  censor  fees  from  $2  to  $4 
a reel,  effective  February  1. 

Frisco  Candy  Firms  Hire 
A Merchandising  Expert 

(From  Western  Edition) 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  affiliated  North- 
west Automatic  Candy  Corp.  and  the  Pacific 
Automatic  Candy  Corp.,  who  operate  candy 
installations  in  theatres  in  the  western  area, 
have  engaged  J.  William  Olgardt  as  man- 
ager of  the  promotion  and  merchandising 
department.  He  has  had  wide  experience 
in  the  public  relations  and  consumer 
merchandising  fields  with  national  organi- 
zations. 

Herbert  Ebenstein,  vice-president  of  both 
Northwest  and  Pacific  engaged  Olgart  as 
part  of  a move  to  enlarge  and  develop  the 
service  to  the  patrons  of  the  theatres  serv- 
iced by  the  companies.  Ebenstein  pointed 
out  theatre  sales  of  confections  to  patrons 
has  made  tremendous  strides  all  over  the 
country  and  it  is  his  purpose  to  improve 
the  standards  and  encourage  advanced  meth- 
ods of  merchandising  and  service  into  this 
department,  which  if  properly  handled  “will 
do  much  to  add  to  patron  goodwill,  com- 
fort and  enjoyment.” 


MONTREAL 


Compliments  to  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  on  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  com- 
pany have  been  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
past  few  weeks,  associated  organizations,  other 
chains,  distributors  and  independents  uniting 
in  friendly  tributes,  some  of  them  in  the  form 
of  paid  advertisements.  No  Montreal  news- 
paper, however,  obtained  such  a display  as 
was  contained  in  a full  page  advertisement 
in  the  Ottawa  Journal  in  which  the  Capitol, 
Regent,  Imperial  and  Rideau  theatres  in  Ot- 
tawa and  the  Cartier  in  Hull,  Que.,  joined  to 
acclaim  the  FPC’s  “25  years  of  leadership  in 
entertainment.”  The  page  was  made  possible 
by  the  cooperation  of  a large  number  of  Ot- 
tawa business  firms. 

In  connection  with  the  advertising  in  prov- 
ince of  Quebec  newspapers  placed  by  Famous 
Players,  a correspondent  of  Montreal  Star, 
David  Gulden,  points  out  that  one  advertise- 
ment depicted  a family  of  two  adults  and  two 
children  entering  a motion  picture  theatre. 
He  comments  that  it  is  evident  that  the  ad- 
vertising department  released  the  copy  to 
papers  all  over  Canada  “unmindful  of  the 
fact”  that  children  are  not  allowed  in  cine- 
mas in  the  province  of  Quebec,  having  been 
banned  since  1927. 

The  correspondent  uses  this  as  the  theme 
of  a renewed  protest  against  continuance  of 
the  ban  on  juveniles  under  16.  In  contrast  to 
the  situation  in  Quebec  province  it  may  be 
noted  that  at  Hamilton,  Ont.,  high  school 
students  were  invited  to  a special  screening 
of  “The  Great  Mr.  Handel,”  a British  film,  in 
the  Palace  Theatre.  McMaster  University 
students  attended  one  of  the  regular  screen- 
ings. 

Showing  of  “The  Rainbow,”  Russian  film, 
at  His  Majesty’s  was  interrupted  after  the 
first  week  to  make  way  for  the  presentation 
of  the  University  of  Montreal’s  “Blue  and 
Gold  Revue.”  This  ran  for  two  nights,  when 
the  Russian  film  was  resumed  and  played  to 
overflow  audiences,  turning  hundreds  away 
nightly. 

MCA  Profit-Sharing 
Trust  for  Employes 

(From  Hollywood  Edition) 

Establishing  a precedent  for  talent  agencies, 
MCA  Artists,  Ltd.,  a branch  of  Music  Corp. 
of  America,  has  inaugurated  a profit-shar- 
ing trust.  Announcement  of  the  plan  came 
from  Jules  C.  Stein,  head  of  MCA. 

The  trust  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  employes 
and  officers  and  provides  retirement  and 
other  benefits  to  those  who  now  have,  and 
to  others  who  in  the  future  will  have  com- 
pleted six  years  of  service  with  any  of  the 
MCA  companies.  Complete  details  were  prom- 
ised employes  when  final  approval  is  re- 
ceived from  the  U.S.  treasury  department. 

A committee,  members  of  which  are  the 
board  of  directors,  has  been  placed  in  com- 
plete charge  of  the  management  and  opera- 
tion of  all  MCA  companies,"  and  consists  of 
the  following:  Karl  Kramer,  Maurie  Lipsey, 
Charles  Miller,  Taft  Schreiber,  Lou  Wasser- 
man,  David  Werblin  and  J.  C.  Stein. 

Officers  of  the  MCA  companies  are:  Presi- 
dent and  chairman  of  the  board,  J.  C.  Stein; 
vice-presidents,  Earl  Bailey,  DeArv  Barton, 
Jack  Bertell,  Russell  Facchine,  Harry  Gradle, 
Harold  Hackett,  Karl  Kramer,  Maurie  Lip- 
sey, Bart  McHugh,  Charles  Miller,  Herbert 
Rosenthal,  Taft  Schreiber,  Norman  Steppe, 
Lou  Wasserman  and  David  Werblin. 

The  board  of  directors  elected  the  following 
new  vice-presidents:  Larry  Barnett,  James 
Breyley,  Mickey  Rockford  and  Morris  Schrier. 
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sarnie  sans 

Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


INSTITUTIONAL  COPY— This  is  one 
of  a series  of  ads  used  by  the  Famous 
Players  Canadian  circuit  in  connection 
with  its  25th  anniversary. 

Small  copy  reads:  "In  every  important  city  and 
town  in  Canada  are  theatres  operated  by  Famous 
Players  and  Associates  . . . providing  entertain- 
ment for  more  than  two  million  Canadians  every 
weekl 

"For  25  years  it  has  been  our  policy  to  make 
our  theatres  in  your  neighborhood  . . . friendly, 
comfortable  and  safe  amusement  centers  for  the 
whole  family. 

"Consistent  presentation  of  the  world's  finest 
screen  attractions  has  made  our  theatres  lead- 
ers in  entertainment. 

"To  make  our  theatres  even  more  worthy  of 
your  patronage  is  the  goal  toward  which  we 
shall  continue  to  strive." 


Press  Best  Ad  Medium, 
Declares  R.  M.  Gillham 

NEW  YORK  — Newspaper  advertising  is 
still  the  best  medium  for  selling  films  to  the 
public,  and  theatres  should  make  every  ef- 
fort to  obtain  the  most  advertising  space  in 
newspapers  under  the  present  rationing  con- 
ditions, according  to  R.  M.  Gillham,  Para- 
mount’s advertising  and  publicity  director. 

“Continuing  studies  of  newspaper  reader- 
ship  conducted  by  the  advertising  research 
foundation  since  1938  indicate  that  filmgoers 
are  accustomed  to  looking  at  newspapers  to 
find  out  what  is  playing,”  Gillham  says.  “All 
surveys,  moreover,  prove  the  value  of  enter- 
tainment-page locations  over  other  locations 
in  the  paper. 

“It  is  necessary  constantly  to  keep  re- 
minding newspaper  advertising  departments 
that  with  the  exception  of  department  stores, 
motion  picture  theatres  are  their  best  cus- 
tomers and  the  most  attractive  from  a read- 
ership standpoint.  Theatre  men  will  find 
that  a persuasive  argument.” 


Challenge  to  Showmanship — 

Humorous  Gags  Among 
Steps  Taken  in  Dimout 


The  nation’s  showmen  face  a challenge  to 
their  ingenuity  as  exploiteers  in  the  WPB 
brownout  regulations  which  turned  off  the 
lights  in  most  sections  of  the  country  last 
week. 

Some  theatre  men  were  asking  for  exemp- 
tions and  a few  may  be  granted,  but  only  in 
locations  where  compliance  constituted  a def- 
inite hazard  to  safety.  Realistic  operators, 
however,  are  accepting  the  brownout  as 
something  that  may  last  indefinitely  and  are 
making  selling  plans  accordingly. 

•To  these  showmen,  night  exploitation  out- 
side their  showcases  is  out  in  the  usual  sense 
of  the  word.  One  60-watt  bulb  does  little  but 
feebly  lessen  the  gloom  of  the  night  and  dark- 
ened marquees  afford  only  shelter  from  the 
elements. 

Build  Shows  by  Day 

However  some  carryover  advertising  may  be 
obtained  by  more  elaborate  marquee  displays 
in  the  daytime.  Where  it  is  possible  to  ob- 
tain flittering  materials  for  signs  or  luminous 
paint,  marquee  signs  might  in  some  locations 
pick  up  some  night  advertising  value  from  re- 
flected street  and  automobile  lights. 

One  of  the  main  questions  of  many  opera- 
tors was  how  to  emphasize  the  boxoffice  was 
open.  Several  theatres  prepared  large  cutout 
signs  with  transparent  or  silhouetted  letters 
reading  “Tickets  Here”  or  “Boxoffice  Open” 
for  installation  in  their  boxoffice  windows. 

Special  advertising  on  the  screen,  in  her- 
alds and  in  newspapers  should  emphasize  re- 
peatedly hours  of  the  performances. 

One  Kansas  City  manager  obtained  several 
light  bulbs  of  small  wattage  which,  when 
lighted,  did  not  exceed  the  60-watt  total  and 
which  tended  to  brighten  his  entrance  some- 
what. 

Such  devices  as  kerosene  lanterns  in  colors 
dangling  from  marquees  will  attract  atten- 
tion, at  least  until  their  novelty  wears  off. 

William  Miskell,  Tri-States  district  mana- 
ger at  Omaha,  tried  what  he  termed  his 


“psychological  special”  to  induce  the  pub- 
lic to  laugh  the  dimout  danger  off. 

He  hired  policemen  in  their  off  hours  to 
be  stationed  at  all  three'  Tri-State  houses. 
But  on  the  first  night  of  the  blackout  he 
enhanced  these  stalwarts  of  the  law  with  a 
motley  assortment  of  outside  stooges. 

Uses  Outside  Stooges 

A man  was  hired  to  stalk  up  and  down 
in  front  of  the  theatre  carrying  a lantern, 
a “plumber”  with  a candle  tinkered  out  front 
and  similar  gags  were  used. 

Along  that  line  a night  street  bally  dressed 
as  a town  crier  or  possibly  a Keystone  cop 
might  patrol  darkened  streets  with  a lantern 
and  carrying  some  such  gag  advertising  mes- 
sage as  “I’m  looking  for  that  fellow  who 
hasn’t  seen  “Hoofbeats  and  Heartbeats”  at 
the  Blank  Theatre. 

At  Atlanta,  the  Emory  was  out  several 
days  before  February  1 with  a special  herald 
captioned,  “You  Can’t  Dimout  the  Emory 
. . . Atlanta’s  Leading  Suburban  Theatre.” 
Following  this  was,  “Fine  Standard  of  Film 
Entertainment  . . . For  Instance,”  plus  a list- 
ing of  20  forthcoming  features,  and,  “You 
See  the  Best  at  Your  Emory.” 

At  Chicago  Balaban  & Katz  used  an  art 
heading  over  a grouping  of  its  first  run 
theatre  ads  reading,  “Chicago’s  Dimout  Has 
a Silver  Lining  . . . Balaban  & Katz  Thea- 
tres . . . With  the  Brightest  Shows  in  Town!” 

Norman  Kassel  of  the  Chicago  Woods  came 
out  with  a cartoon  ad  captioned,  “News 
Item:  Outdoor  Blackout  Ordered  by  War 
Production  Board.”  The  ad  below  was  solid 
black  with  copy,  sig,  etc.,  in  white. 

Loew’s  Theatres  advertising  department 
went  to  work  on  the  brownout  in  advance 
by  sending  out  advertising  suggestions  to 
managers  which  were  prepared  by  Oscar  A. 
Doob  and  can  be  used,  with  variations,  in  any 
location.  Some  of  the  suggestions: 

“Brownout!  Loew’s  is  cooperating  with  the 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Showman  Aids  Burned-Out  Family 

Toronto — Ted  Soucie,  manager  of  the  Alexander  at  Rouyn,  a unit  of  the  Odeon 
chain,  performed  a noteworthy  community  service  in  organizing  a special  midnight  per- 
formance for  the  Bruce  Caron  family,  five  of  whose  family  of  13  were  killed  in  a fire 
which  destroyed  their  home  apd  belongings  in  the  Rouyn  district. 

In  spite  of  temperature  30  degrees  below  zero,  more  than  500  people  attended  the 
show  and,  through  the  cooperation  of  Soucie,  $903.85  was  raised  for  the  stricken  family, 
including  the  proceeds  of  an  auction.  Patrons  at  the  show  also  made  donations  of 
building  supplies  for  a new  home  or  promised  to  contribute  their  services  in  construc- 
tion work.  Many  local  merchants  donated  articles  for  the  auction  and  Soucie  offici- 
ated as  master  of  ceremonies  during  the  benefit  program 

Local  newspapers  devoted  editorials  and  news  reports  to  the  meritorious  service  of 
Manager  Soucie  who  personally  sponsored  the  whole  undertaking. 
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Naiional  Tieups  Help 
"Song  lo  Remember" 


Big  Minneapolis  Campaign  Brings 
Results  on  "I'll  Be  Seeing  You" 


MINNEAPOLIS — Backed  by  a big  advance 
campaign,  Selznick  International’s  “I’ll  Be 
Seeing  You,”  is  establishing  new  boxoffice 
records  at  the  Radio  City  Theatre  here.  The 
campaign  was  conceived  by  Charlie  Winchell, 
publicity  director  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  which  operates  the  house,  Chick 
Evans  of  the  UA  exploitation  staff  and  Ted 
Baldwin  of  the  Selznick  publicity  office. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  campaign  was 
the  tiein  with  the  “Parade  of  Pennies” 
through  which  funds  are  raised  to  provide 


films  for  Minneapolis  boys  now  stationed 
overseas.  A special  morning  “Parade  for 
Pennies”  premiere  was  arranged.  Cedric 
Adams,  popular  northwest  radio  commenta- 
tor and  columnist  for  the  Minneapolis  Star 
Journal,  gave  this  event  complete  coverage 
both  on  the  air  and  in  his  column. 

Mayor  Issues  Proclamation 

The  mayor  issued  a special  proclamation 
urging  citizens  to  support  the  premiere  and 
the  cause  for  which  it  was  held.  Shirley 
Temple  invited  100  service  men  from  Ft. 
Snelling,  asking  them  to  be  her  guests  at 
the  premiere.  The  doughboys  mailed  a huge 
post  card  to  Miss  Temple  expressing  their 
thanks. 

In  addition  to  an  outstanding  newspaper 
advertising  campaign,  special  billboards  and 
radio  spot  announcements,  the  following 
were  part  of  the  exploitation  activities: 

Newspapers:  Cedric  Adams’  In  This  Cor- 
ner column  carried  a laudatory  article  on 
the  film  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You.”  He  mentioned 
the  film  and  premiere  every  day  for  a week. 
Shopping  Guide,  with  a circulation  of  175,000, 
printed  the  mayor’s  proclamation  in  a box. 
The  sports  editor  also  wrote  a story  in  his 
column.  Special  art  layouts  were  used  by 
the  Star-Journal  and  Times.  Adams  told 
about  the  benefit  show  in  his  Saturday 
column. 

Radio:  Cedric  Adams  reached  thousands 
of  listeners  over  radio  station  WCCO 
through  his  news  broadcasts.  Other  com- 
mentators, including  John  Ford,  WTCN; 
Paul  Wann,  WCCO;  Sam  Levitan,  KSTP, 
and  Sally  Delaney,  WDGY,  mentioned  the 
premiere  on  their  programs. 


Mayor’s  letter:  These  were  used  as  news 
stories.  One  hundred  copies  were  struck  off 
and  sent  with  stories  to  newspapers,  clubs, 
stores,  etc. 

Lobby  display:  A 40x60  announcement 
card  in  the  lobby  gave  details  of  the  benefit 
show. 

Display  cards:  Five  hundred  11x14s  were 
distributed  as  follows,  200  in  selected  win- 
dows in  the  busiest  sections  of  the  city,  100 
on  bulletin  boards  of  44  war  plants  and  the 
balance  in  hotel  lobbies. 


Clubs:  Thirty-five  business,  civic  and 
women’s  clubs  were  contacted  by  telegraph, 
telephone  and  through  the  mayor’s  letter. 
They  were  asked  to  purchase  tickets  to  the 
“I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  premiere. 

Music:  Four  leading  bands  appearing  here 
currently  played  the  title  song  from  the  pic- 
ture at  every  show.  Music  stores  windows 
carried  special  displays. 

Humorous  Gags  Among 
Steps  Taken  in  Dimout 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
save-fuel  campaign.  Our  outside  lighting  may 
be  dim — but  inside  the  show  is  brighter  and 
as  colorful  as  ever!  Boxoffice  open  as  usual— 
10:45  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m. 

‘Don’t  let  the  brownout  make  you  blue ! Our 
outside  lights  may  be  low — but  our  entertain- 
ment is  still  high!  Brown  outside — but  Tech- 
nicolorful inside!  Boxoffice  open  usual  hours. 

“Don’t  let  the  brownout  fool  you!  Our  out- 
side lights  will  be  low — to  help  the  save-elec- 
tricity drive — but  inside  the  show  is  bright, 
colorful,  the  spirit  high,  the  entertainment 
rosy  and  colorful. 

“Brownout  to  save  electricity!  But  don’t 
let  your  morale  go  down.  Go  to  Loew’s  to 
recharge  your  morale-batteries!” 

Sound  may  be  used  in  many  locations  as 
a sort  of  substitute  for  lights  by  rigging  the 
public  address  system  to  carry  music  and 
frequent  messages  to  the  public  on  the  street. 
Messages  “broadcast”  over  the  speakers  might 
read:  “It’s  a brownout  on  the  street,  folks, 
but  there’s  no  blackout  on  entertainment  in- 
side.” 


Music  and  fashion  angles  are  being  used 
in  unusual  exploitation  tieups  for  “A  Song 
To  Remember,”  based  on  the  life  of  Chopin. 

In  St.  Louis,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
board  of  education,  Martin  Burnett  and  Ted 
Barker  of  Loew’s  State  Theatre  arranged 
for  the  playing  of  a 15-minute  transcription 
made  by  Dr.  Sigmund  Spaeth  before  student 
assemblies  in  ten  city  high  schools.  News- 
week’s  article  on  the  film  was  distributed 
to  all  classes  in  the  St.  Louis  schools. 

Students  of  the  Cincinnati  Conservatory 
of  Music  listened  to  Dr.  Spaeth’s  time-trac- 
ing record  in  a tieup  arranged  by  Elwood 
Jones,  manager,  and  Nate  Wise,  publicity 
director  of  the  RKO  Capitol  Theatre.  An 
assemblage  of  music  teachers  of  the  city’s 
grade  and  high  schools  acclaimed  the  re- 
cording and  accepted  its  use  in  their  work. 
The  record  was  played  also  by  radio  stations 
WCPO  and  WKRC. 

Several  fashionable  stores  on  New  York’s 
Fifth  Avenue  featured  special  displays.  Saks 
Fifth  Avenue  devoted  all  of  its  seven  Fifth 
Avenue  windows  to  displays  of  Jo  Copeland 
fashions  inspired  by  costumes  worn  in  the 
film.  The  display  was  supported  by  2,000 
lines  of  advertising  in  the  New  York  Times 
and  Herald-Tribune. 

The  Hattie  Carnegie  establishment  set 
aside  three  windows  of  its  hat  shop  to  a 
display  of  the  “George  Sand  Top  Hat.”  Other 
Fifth  Ave.  stores  cooperating  with  Columbia 
on  displays  were  W&J  Sloans  and  Scribner’s 
book  store. 

Three  hundred  record  dealers  in  Manhat- 
tan and  The  Bronx  used  special  one-sheets 
and  window  streamers.  One  of  the  most  elab- 
orate window  displays  was  arranged  by  the 
Liberty  music  shop  at  Madison  Ave.  and  50th 
St.  The  McCreery  department  store  at  Fifth 
Ave.  and  34th  devoted  a window  and  gener- 
ous newspaper  advertising  space  to  the  Glen- 
wear  blouse  tieup. 

Bacall's  Whistle  Brings 
Patrons  to  Boxoffice 

BANGOR,  ME.— The  transcription  of  the 
“whistle  scene”  from  “To  Have  and  Have 
Not”  which  Warners  furnished  to  exhibitors 
as  a radio  spot  announcement,  helped  the 
Bijou  here  to  overcome  a double-barreled 
jinx.  Based  on  the  much-publicized  scene 
between  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Lauren 
Bacall,  the  disc  proved  a veritable  Pied 
Piper.  “Never  underestimate  the  (whistle) 
power  of  a woman,”  according  to  F.  R.  Bir- 
mingham, manager  of  the  theatre. 

“The  campaign  on  this  picture  was  a real 
help  in  selling  it,”  Manager  Birmingham 
reported,  “and  in  spite  of  an  unusual  cold 
snap  on  the  24th  and  25th,  not  to  mention 
the  biggest  fire  the  city  of  Bangor  has  had 
in  years  directly  across  the  street  from  us 
on  Friday  the  26th,  with  its  curtailment 
of  traffic,  etc.,  we  managed  to  make  a good 
showing  for  the  week.  Bacall’s  whistle 
dragged  them  in  from  all  over,  no  cinch  at 
this  season.” 

Sumner  Theatre  Makes 
Dates  to  "Meet  Janie" 

SUMNER,  IOWA— The  Sumner  Theatre 
here  made  a highly  successful  tiein  with 
local  grocery  stores  on  the  showing  of 
“Janie.”  Names  of  local  residents  were  se- 
lected at  random  from  a theatre  registra- 
tion list  and  the  groceries  carried  those 
names  in  their  respective  ads.  Persons 
whose  names  appeared  in  the  ads  were 
given  free  tickets  to  “Meet  Janie  at  the 
Sumner.” 


SNAPPY  STUNT — This  huge  postcard  was  erected  at  the  Radio  City  Theatre, 
Minneapolis,  for  signatures  of  soldiers  invited  to  the  premiere  of  “I’ll  Be  Seeing 
You.”  It  attracted  general  attention. 
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A Guessing  Game  With  Lobby  Pieces— Other  Displays 
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ARTISTIC  DISPLAY — This  one  of  a number  of  window 
displays  secured  in  the  San  Francisco  and  Oakland  area  for 
the  opening  of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at  the  Orpheum  in  San 
Francisco  and  the  Roxie  in  Oakland. 


LOBBY  DISPLAY  STUNT — George  I.  Hunter,  city  manager,  and 
Jimmy  Millspaugh,  advertising  director  for  Fox  Midwest  at  Spring- 
field,  Mo.,  cooked  up  a lobby  stunt,  illustrated  above,  in  which  cashier 
gave  Gillioz  Theatre  patrons  cards  on  which  they  wrote  their  guesses 
when  the  clock  in  the  8xl2-foot  display  would  stop.  Passes  went  to 
all  within  30  seconds  of  the  exact  time. 


EMPHASIS  ON  RE- 
VIEWS—When  the  star 
names  do  not  mean 
much,  but  the  reviews 
are  excellent,  the  latter 
can  be  used  to  focus  a 
campaign.  The  lobby 
signs  below  the  marquee 
of  the  Victoria  in  New 
York  are  not  visible, 
but,  like  those  on  the 
marquee,  they  contained 
quotes.  Business  was 
terrific. 


PLEXIGLASS  MARQUEE— These 
may  become  scarce  after  February 
1 because  of  lighting  restrictions, 
but  after  their  introduction  by  20th- 
Fox  at  the 
Roxy  in  New 
York  some 
months  ago 
they  became 
increasingly 
popular.  The 
lettering  is 
placed  on 
the  inside 
of  the  glass 
— in  any 
colors  de- 
sired— and 
the  frame 
is  put  back 
in  place. 


FILE  THIS — Patrons  of  Fanchon  & Marco’s  de  luxe  Fox  Theatre 
in  St.  Louis  were  given  no  opportunity  to  forget  the  March  of  Dimes,  as 
this  appealing  40x60  conceived  by  Tony  Peluso,  manager,  testifies.  It 
greeted  all  patrons  as  they  approached  the  doorman. 


HUNG  FROM  BALCONY— This  photo  shows 
a balcony-hung  sign  that  indicates  the  original 
art  worked  out  for  “Hollywood  Canteen,”  which 
ran  three  weeks  at  the  Warner  in  Milwaukee. 
Sonny  MacDonald  is  manager.  The  patrons  were 
hit  in  the  eye  with  plenty  of  exterior  art  work, 
then  got  another  good  dose  upon  entering  the 
theatre. 
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Winnipeg  Paper  Again 
Sponsors  Star  Contest 

WINNIPEG — The  Tribune,  in  conjunction 
with  Famous  Players  Canadian,  again  spon- 
sored an  academy  award  contest  open  to 
all  readers  of  the  paper.  Exceptionally  suc- 
cessful last  year  the  contest  has  been  pull- 
ing a large  mail  return  this  year. 

The  contest  requires  entries  to  list  the 
ten  best  pictures  and  five  best  actors  and 
actresses  of  last  year.  If  the  list  corresponds 
with  the  nominations  made  in  February  in 
Hollywood,  contestants  are  awarded  prizes 
of  tickets  to  Famous  Players  houses  in  the 
province,  ranging  from  a season’s  pass  for 
two  to  the  first  winner  down  to  passes  for 
a single  show.  Winners  can  choose  their 
own  theatres. 

Managers  Harold  Bishop  and  Bill  Novak 
of  the  FPC  houses  here  drew  up  lists  of  the 
best  pictures  and  best  actors  and  actresses 
from  the  pictures  shown  at  their  houses 
last  year  or  playing  this  season  but  made 
last  year. 

Bishop’s  choices  included:  “Going  My 
Way,”  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover,”  “Mrs.  Park- 
ington,”  “Mr.  Skeffington,”  “Up  in  Arms,” 
“Guy  Named  Joe,”  “Two  Girls  and  a Sailor,” 
“Cover  Girl,”  “Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling”  and 
“Gaslight.” 

His  choice  of  the  best  actors  included: 
Bing  Crosby,  Spencer  Tracy,  Claude  Rains, 
Walter  Pidgeon,  Charles  Boyer.  Best  ac- 
tresses: Ingrid  Bergman,  Greer  Garson, 
Irene  Dunne,  Bette  Davis  and  Rita  Hay- 
worth. 

Novak’s  choices:  “The  Sullivans,”  “Laura,” 
“Home  in  Indiana,”  “Song  of  Russia,” 
“Bathing  Beauty,”  “Lifeboat,”  “An  Ameri- 
can Romance,”  “Arsenic  and  Old  Lace”  and 
“Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay.” 

His  best  actors:  Walter  Brennan,  John 
Hodiak,  Cary  Grant  and  Clifton  Webb.  Best 
actresses:  Esther  Williams,  Tallulah  Bank- 
head,  Diana  Lynn,  Margaret  O’Brien  and 
Jeanne  Crain. 


SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. — Managers  of  five 
theatres  here  cooperated  early  in  January 
in  sponsoring  a “Ten  Best  Filins”  contest. 
Hundreds  of  persons  responded  with  their 
selection  of  the  year’s  best  films. 

The  managers  who  devised  the  joint  the- 
atrical exploitation  were  Max  Tschauder, 
Roxy;  M.  E.  Berman,  Orpheum;  Miss  Eva 
Sherrock,  Fox-Lincoln;  Edward  A.  Metz- 
ger, Strand,  and  Anthony  Serra,  Tivoli. 


NASHVILLE — Many  local  theatres  of  the 
Crescent  chain  have  made  effective  use  of 
the  annual  choice  of  best  films.  The  aver- 
age individual  theatre  has  shown  about  16 
out  of  the  first  20  chosen,  it  is  pointed  out. 
Crescent  houses  publicize  the  fact  explain- 
ing that  some  of  the  films  chosen  have  not 
been  released  in  their  areas  yet. 

"Tokyo"  Stills  on  Library 
Display  Very  Popular 

CLEVELAND  — An  exhibit  consisting  of 
five  stills  and  covers  on  books  dealing  with 
Japan  was  arranged  on  the  main  public  li- 
brary display  board  by  Albert  C.  Young,  direc- 
tor of  public  relations  and  exhibits,  in  a tieup 
with  the  local  showing  of  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo.”  The  exhibit  was  put  up  about 
a week  in  advance  and  held  during  the  nm. 

“We  don’t  know  whether  it  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  Van  Johnson,  but  several  times  we 
had  to  replace  stills  taken  from  the  board,” 
Young  reported. 

The  library  owns  12  copies  of  the  book, 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  by  Ted  Law- 
son  and  during  the  period  the  picture  played 
every  copy  was  in  circulation  more  than  one 
time. 


STRIKING  DISPLAY  — This  lobby 
standee  was  set  up  by  J.  Knox  Strachan 
of  the  Warner  circuit  for  the  opening 
of  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  at  the  Hip- 
podrome, Cleveland.  The  center  Bacall 
figure  is  seven  feet  high  and  the  overall 
display  is  9x9  feet. 

Platters  on  "WAVES” 
Assure  Windows 

NEW  YORK — Many  exhibitors  already 
have  taken  advantage  of  a Capitol  Records 
music  tieup  on  “Here  Come  the  WAVES,” 
executives  of  the  record  company  have  ad- 
vised Paramount.  The  tieup  gives  exhibi- 
tors an  opportunity  to  accentuate  the  music 
in  their  campaigns,  particularly  the  hit  song, 
“Ac-cent-tchu-ate  the  Positive,”  a leader  on 
the  air  waves.  Four  of  the  six  song  hits  have 
been  recorded  by  five  record  companies,  in- 
cluding Decca,  Hit  Records,  Victor,  Colum- 
bia and  Capitol. 

\ Capitol  Record  Co.  has  made  up  a special 
three-color  poster  and  three  window  ban- 
ners which  have  been  distributed  to  several 
thousand  music  stores  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  also  has  sent  a “steamup”  letter  to 
its  distributors  urging  them  to  go  all-out-  on 
this  cooperative  tieup  with  exhibitors. 

Cooperating  music  stores  are  making  up 
window  displays  consisting  of  music  covers, 
records,  stills  from  the  picture  and  posters. 
Hit  Records  is  also  supplying  window  ban- 
ners. Alec  Moss,  Paramount  exploitation 
manager,  suggests  that  exhibitors  contact 
music  stores  in  their  vicinity  for  window 
displays,  decorations  to  be  in  red,  white  and 
blue,  with  star  blowups. 

The  seven  songs  which  open  the  door  for 
music  store  cooperation  are  shown  in  the 
poster  reproduced  herewith. 

Exhibitors  may  obtain  music  covers  with- 
out charge  for  music  store  posting  by  writ- 
ing to  Mayfair  Music  Corp.,  1619  Broadway, 
New  York  City. 


Another  Full  Page  Ad 

OMAHA  — Following  up  a full  page  co- 
operative war  bond  ad  in  the  local  press  was 
another  one  a week  later  on,  “The  Woman 
in  the  Window,”  scheduled  for  the  Brandeis. 
The  ad  centered  around  a large  picture  of 
Joan  Bennett  at  the  window.  The  headlines 
read:  “With  but  a single  thought  stands 
‘The  Woman  in  the  Window’  and  that 
thought  is:  ‘When  Will  They  Come  Home?’ 
. . . “There  are  many  things  ‘The  Woman 
in  the  Window’  can  do,  but  the  most  im- 
portant is  the  purchase  of  war  bonds.” 


In  June  or  January 
Cuties  Grab  Space 

ALBANY — The  Times-Union,  on  a cold 
and  snowy  Sunday,  ran  two  striking  pic- 
tures of  Albany  area  girl  winners  in  the 
national  bathing  beauty  contest  sponsored  by 
M-G-M.  The  young  ladies,  who  are  New 
York  state  finalists,  were  Betty  Lou  Bandlow 
of  Gloversville  and  Doris  Lee  Millea  of  War- 
nersville.  Miss  Barlow  was  photoed  full 
length  in  a white  bathing  suit.  Miss  Millea, 
wearing  a stunning  black-and-white  cos- 
tume, was  pictured  at  the  foot  of  a ladder. 

The  four-column  layout  had  this  caption: 
“Area’s  Prettiest — It’s  June  in  January  for 
these  two  lovelies,  who  are  New  York  state 
finalists  in  a national  bathing  beauty  con- 
test sponsored  by  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 
They  are  Albany  area’s  representatives  in  the 
selective  assembly  of  feminine  pulchritude. 
Their  opportunity  came  through  answering  a 
call  for  beauty  in  the  columns  of  the  Times- 
Union.” 

The  pictures  were  on  a news  page  of  the 
paper. 

Warners  Make  National 
Tieup  on  "Speaking" 

NEW  YORK — Warners  and  Simon  & 
Schuster,  publishers  of  Louise  Randall  Pier- 
son’s best-seller,  “Roughly  Speaking,”  have 
made  arrangements  for  a national  ad  cam- 
paign coincident  with  the  picture  evenings. 

First  of  the  newspaper  ad  series,  more 
than  a quarter  of  a page,  appeared  in  the 
New  York  Times  January  29.  It  was  head- 
lined “How  a Fine  Movie  Was  Born.”  Much 
of  the  copy  is  devoted  to  the  picture.  Simi- 
lar ads  will  be  timed  with  local  openings 
in  key  cities.  In  addition  to  the  newspa- 
per campaign,  the  schedule  includes  maga- 
zine advertising,  window  and  book  counter 
displays  and  other  exploitation. 

Another  tieup  with  Baker  & Leed’s  shoe 
stores  carries  half  page  space  headed  “Holly- 
wood Canteen.”  These  ads  feature  stills 
from  the  picture.  Window  displays  with 
playdates  are  also  scheduled. 


RECORD  TIEUP — Done  in  red,  white 
and  blue,  this  card  is  being  posted  in 
music  stores  across  the  country.  It  is  a 
tieup  between  Paramount  and  Capitol 
Records  for  “Here  Come  the  WAVES.” 
Five  record  companies  are  distributing 
song  hits  from  the  picture. 
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[|]  (57)  Western  356 

WEST  OF  THE  RIO 
GRANDE 

Johnny  Mack  Brown 
Raymond  Hatton 

U— Oct.  28— PG-580 

|l6|  (59)  Western  366 

MARKED  TRAILS 

Hoot  Gibson 

Bob  Steele 

R— Oct.  28— PG-580 

AUGUST  RELEASE: 
SPECIAL: 

(145)  Dram*  500 
DRAGON  SEED 

Katharine  HepburB 
Walter  Huston 

Aline  MacMahon 

11— July  22— PG-85* 

[~3~|  (80)  Com.  Dr.  5007 
MR.  WINKLE  GOES  TO 
WAR 

Kdivard  G.  Roblnsoa 

Ruth  Warrick 
led  Donaldson 

R— July  15— PG-547 
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[26]  (81)  Musical  5011 

CAROLINA  BLUES 

Kay  Kyser 

Ann  Miller 

Victor  Moors 

R— Sept.  30— PG-571 

[5]  (78)  Com.-Mys.  6016 

STRANGE  AFFAIR 

Gvelyn  Keyes 

Allyn  Joslyn 

Marguerite  Chapman 

R— Oct.  14— PG-BT* 

|i||  (68)  Musical  6028 

MEET  MISS  BOBBY 
SOCKS 

Rob  Crosby 

Lynn  Merrick 

R— Oct.  21— PG-57B 

(l9|  (67)  Mystery  6021 

SHADOWS  IN  THE 
NIGHT 

Warner  Baxter 

Nina  Foch 

R— Oct.  21— PG-575 

|26]  (61)  M’drama  6035 

THE  UNWRITTEB 

CODE 

Ann  Savage 

Tom  Neal 

R— Nov.  11— PG-582 

[2]  (61)  Mystery  6022 

THE  MARK  OF  THE 

WHISTLER 

Richard  Dlx 

Janis  Carter 

It— Oct.  14— PG-574 

[~9~[  (60)  M’drama  6033 

SERGEANT  MIKE 

It— Nov.  18— PG-584 

[9]  (56)  Western  6202 

CYCLONE  PRAIRIE 

RANGERS 

R— Nov  18— PO-B83 

|l6l  (66)  Mystery  6040 

THE  MISSING  JUROR 

Janis  Carter 

Jim  Bannon 

George  Macready 

P.— Nov.  18— PG-584 

[7]  (69)  M’drama  6032  A 

SHE’S  A SWEETHEART  5 

Jane  Darwell  J 

Jane  Frazee  1 

Larry  Parks 

It— Dec.  9— PG-587 

[15]  (60)  Musical  6038 

DANCING  IN  MAN- 

HATTAN 

Fred  Brady 

left  Donnell 

R— Dec.  30— PG-594 
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Columbia 

Escape  in  the  Fog 

CAST:  William  Wright,  Otto  Kruger,  Nina  Foch,  Wing 
Foo,  Jessie  Arnold,  Victor  Travers,  Elmo  Lincoln.  PRO- 
DUCER: Wallace  MacDonald.  DIRECTOR:  Oscar  Boetticher. 
ORIGINAL:  No  credits  set.  SCREENPLAY:  No  credits  set. 

Nina  Foch,  a navy  nurse  suffering  from 
nervous  shock,  has  a nightmare  in  which  she 
thinks  two  men  are  trying  to  kill  a third  on 
a bridge.  Her  screams  awaken,  among  oth- 
ers, William  Wright,  whom  Nina  recognizes 
as  the  man  about  to  be  murdered.  Wright, 
attached  to  the  Office  of  Psychological  War- 
fare, is  given  a government  message  to  be 
guarded  with  his  life.  While  walking  home, 
Nina  is  knocked  unconscious  by  a car  and 
the  dream  comes  to  her  again.  After  warn- 
ing Otto  Kruger  (Wright's  boss)  she  returns 
to  the  bridge  in  time  to  see  Wright  arrive 
with  K.  Shayne,  a German  spy.  Wright  throws 
the  waterproofed  message  into  the  bay,  but 
he  and  Nina  are  nearly  murdered  before 
they  are  rescued  from  Shayne. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Hold  High  the  Torch 

CAST:  Frank  Morgan,  Elizabeth  Taylor,  Lassie,  Selena 
Royle,  Tom  Drake,  Morris  Ankrum,  Minor  Watson.  PRO- 
DUCER: Robert  Sisk.  DIRECTOR:  Fred  Wilcox.  ORIGINAL: 
Lionel  Houser.  SCREENPLAY:  No  credits  set. 

This  is  a tender  story  of  a girl,  her  dog 
and  a lovable  old  sheepherder  told  against 
a background  of  natural  scenery,  wilderness, 
and  wild  animals.  Lassie,  a collie  pup,  is 
found  and  adopted  by  Elizabeth  Taylor. 
Elizabeth  and  Lassie  become  inseparable 
companions  until  he  is  sent  to  an  army  dog 
training  center.  When  Lassie  is  returned  to 
the  States  with  shattered  nerves,  he  escapes 
to  the  mountain  wilds.  Elizabeth  finally  finds 
him  but  he  does  not  recognize  his  former 
mistress  and  attacks  her.  Ranchers  get  a 
court  order  to  have  the  dog  destroyed,  but 
Frank  Morgan,  the  sheepherder,  investigates 
and  finds  Lassie  is  a war  hero.  He  makes  an 
imDassioned  plea  in  court;  the  complaint  is 
withdrawn;  and  Lassie,  himself  once  again, 
runs  to  his  beloved  mistress. 

The  Valley  of  Decision 

CAST:  Greer  Garson,  Gregory  Peck,  Donald  Crisp,  Lionel 
Barrymore,  Marsha  Hunt,  Gladys  Cooper,  Preston  Foster. 
PRODUCER:  Edwin  Knopf.  DIRECTOR:  Tay  Garnett.  ORIG- 
INAL: Marcia  Davenport  novel.  SCREENPLAY:  No  credits 
set. 

In  Pittsburgh  in  1873,  Greer  Garson  becomes 
a servant  for  a wealthy  steel  family  and 
enrages  her  father,  Lionel  Barrymore,  crippled 
and  embittered  as  a result  of  an  accident  in 
their  mill.  Greer  adores  the  family  and  falls 
in  love  with  one  of  the  sons,  Gregory  Peck, 
but  she  does  not  believe  a servant  is  a fit 
wife  for  him.  When  Gregory  admits  his  love 
for  Greer,  his  father  prevails  upon  her  to 
marry  Gregory.  She  agrees,  but  their  joy  is 
short-lived,  for  a strike  breaks  out  at  the  mill 
and  in  the  ensuing  fracas  her  father,  madly 
refusing  to  listen  to  reason,  kills  her  pros- 
pective father-in-law  and  is  himself  killed  by 
mill  guards.  Griefstricken,  Greer  decides  to 
spend  her  life  doing  penance.  Ten  years 
later,  with  death  of  Gregory's  mother,  the 
pair  are  reunited. 

Monogram 

Fashion  Model 

CAST:  Robert  Lowery,  Marjorie  Weaver,  Tim  Ryan,  Lorna 
Gray,  Dorothy  Christy,  Dewey  Robinson,  Sally  Yarnell.  PRO- 
DUCER: William  Strohback.  DIRECTOR:  William  Beaudine. 
ORIGINAL:  Victor  Hammond.  SCREENPLAY:  Tim  Ryan  and 
Victor  Hammond. 

Marjorie  Weaver  and  Robert  Lowery,  model 
and  stock  boy,  in  a swank  shop,  become  in- 
volved in  a murder  when  Model  Lorna  Gray  is 
found  dead  in  the  stock  room.  John  Valentine, 
wealthy  friend  of  Lorna  offers  a reward  to 
Edward  Keane,  owner  of  the  shop,  for  the  re- 


turn of  a valuable  brooch  which  he  says  he 
gave  the  murdered  girl.  When  Keane's  body 
is  found  in  the  delivery  truck  which  Robert  is 
driving,  he  is  arrested.  Marjorie  engineers 
Robert's  escape  so  that  they  can  carry  on 
their  own  investigation.  After  another  killing 
they  stumble  onto  clues  leading  them  to  the 
murderer,  a customer  of  the  shop  who  con- 
fesses. He  was  being  blackmailed  by  Lorna, 
and  the  others  stood  in  the  way  when  he  tried 
to  regain  his  wife's  brooch  which  he  had 
given  to  Lorna. 

Paramount 

The  Affairs  of  Susan 

CAST:  Joan  Fontaine,  Walter  Abel,  Don  DeFore,  Dennis 
O’Keefe,  George  Brent,  Rita  Johnson,  Francis  Pierlot,  Byron 
Barr.  PRODUCER:  Hal  B.  Wallis.  DIRECTOR:  William 
Seiter.  ORIGINAL:  No  credits  set.  SCREENPLAY:  Richard 
Flournoy. 

Joan  Fontaine,  noted  actress,  is  about  to 
wed  Walter  Abel,  who  thinks  she  is  cultured 
and  patrician.  Then  he  discovers  three  men 
have  been  in  her  life.  They  are  George 
Brent,  who  says  she  is  mercurial  and  pa- 
trician; Dennis  O'Keefe,  who  says  she  is  the 
intellectual  type,  and  Don  DeFore,  who  says 
she  is  a sophisticated  play  girl.  Walter  in- 
vites the  trio  to  a bachelor  dinner  to  find 
out  all  he  can  about  Joan.  They  tell  their 
stories,  and  in  retelling  them,  each  realizes 
he  is  in  love  all  over  again.  They  dash  to 
Joan's  apartment.  One  by  one  she  refuses 
them.  The  winner  is  the  man  who  admits 
he  was  to  blame  for  their  romance  going  on 
the  rocks — Brent,  who  loved  her  first.  Now, 
Joan,  instead  of  being  many  things  to  many 
men,  is  going  to  be  everything  to  one  man. 

The  Love  Letters 

CAST:  Joseph  Cotten,  Jennifer  Jones,  Robert  Sully,  Anita 
Louise,  Byron  Barr,  Ann  Richards,  Cecil  Kellaway.  PRO- 
DUCER: Hal  B.  Wallis.  DIRECTOR:  William  Dieterle.  ORIG- 
INAL: Novel  by  Chris  Massie.  SCREENPLAY:  Ayn  Rand. 

Through  love  letters  written  by  a brother 
British  officer,  Lieut.  Robert  Sully  weds  Jenni- 
fer Jones.  The  author  of  the  letters,  Capt. 
Joseph  Cotten,  deeply  regretting  the  subter- 
fuge, later  hears  that  Robert  has  been  mur- 
dered while  at  home  on  leave.  Joseph  is 
wounded  and  returns  to  England,  hoping  to 
meet  Jennifer,  with  whom  he  is  in  love. 
Eventually  he  meets  her,  but  she  has  lost  all 
memory,  particularly  of  events  leading  up  to 
her  trial  for  the  manslaughter  of  her  hus- 
band. Joseph  marries  her;  she  regains  her 
memory  and  is  proven  innocent.  Learning 
that  Cotten  had  written  Robert's  letters  to 
her  makes  her  love  for  Cotten  even  stronger. 

RKO  Radio 

The  Spanish  Main 

CAST:  Paul  Henreid,  Maureen  O’Hara,  Walter  Slezak,  Bin- 
nia  Barnes,  John  Emery,  Fritz  Leiber,  Antonio  Moreno. 
PRODUCER:  Robert  Fellows.  DIRECTOR:  Frank  Borzage. 
ORIGINAL:  Aeneas  MacKenzie.  SCREENPLAY:  Aeneas  Mac- 
Kenzie,  George  Worthing  Yates  and  Herman  J.  Mankiewicz. 

Set  in  the  Caribbean  Sea  area  in  the 
swashbuckling  days  of  the  late  seventeenth 
century,  this  tells  of  a Dutch  merchantman 
captain,  Paul  Henreid,  desirous  of  colonizing 
in  the  New  World,  who  turns  to  piracy  when 
his  ship  is  sunk  by  the  Spaniards.  While 
wresting  another  vessel  he  meets  Spanish 
noblewoman  Maureen  O'Hara,  who  is  on  her 
way  to  marry  the  cruel  Viceroy  of  New  Gran- 
ada (Walter  Slezak).  Paul  forces  Maureen  to 
marry  him  (Paul).  Henreid's  treacherous  lieu- 
tenant, John  Emery,  realizes  it  will  pay 
handsomely  if  he  arranges  Maureen's  escape. 
He  shanghais  Paul,  and  takes  Maureen  to 
Slezak.  There,  instead  of  welcoming  him, 
Slezak  threatens  death  to  Emery  unless  he 
returns  with  Paul.  Emery  finds  Paul  at  the 
pirate's  stronghold  determined  to  rescue  his 
wife.  How  he  accomplishes  this  provides 
the  balance  of  the  story. 


Republic 

Gangs  of  the  Waterfront 

CAST:  Robert  Armstrong,  Stephanie  Bachelor,  Martin  Kos-' 
leek,  Marian  Martin,  William  Forrest,  Wilton  Graff,  Eddie 
Hall.  PRODUCER-DIRECTOR:  George  Blair.  ORIGINAL: 
Sam  Fuller.  SCREENPLAY:  Albert  Beich. 

Robert  Armstrong,  tough  gang  leader,  is 
held  incommunicado  in  a hospital  as  the  re- 
sult of  an  accident.  Taking  advantage  of 
this  situation,  William  Forrest  (District  At- 
torney) puts  into  effect  a plan  to  smash  the 
gang  from  within.  A taxidermist,  bearing  an 
amazing  resemblance  to  the  gang  leader 
(also  played  by  Robert  Armstrong),  imper- 
sonates him  and  assumes  leadership  of  the 
gang.  Stephanie  Bachelor,  whose  father  was 
murdered  by  Armstrong's  henchmen,  is  sus- 
picious of  the  gang  and  eventually  held 
prisoner  by  them.  Meantime,  Armstrong 
learns  that  he  is  being  impersonated  and 
rushes  back  to  the  city. 

Sheriff  of  Cimarron 

CAST:  Sunset  Carson,  Linda  Stirling,  Olin  Howlin,  Riley 
Hill,  Jack  Ingram,  Tom  London,  Jack  Kirk.  PRODUCER: 
Thomas  Carr.  DIRECTOR:  Yakima  Canutt.  ORIGINAL 
SCREENPLAY:  Bennett  Cohen. 

After  serving  a term  in  jail  for  cattle  rustling 
of  which  he  was  innocent,  Sunset  Carson  ar- 
rives in  Cimarron  seeking  his  brother,  Riley 
Hill,  with  whose  help  he  hopes  to  clear  him- 
self. Hill  is  secretly  the  Sonora  Kid,  mem- 
ber of  an  outlaw  gang.  Twice  Sunset  foils 
attacks  by  the  gang  on  the  local  express  of- 
fice, for  which  deeds  he  is  appointed  sheriff. 
Deciding  that  Sunset  must  be  removed.  Hill 
has  a member  of  the  gang  impersonate  the 
marshal  and  accuse  Sunset  for  the  wave  of 
crime  and  attempt  to  arrest  him.  He  escapes 
and  trails  the  stage  in  which  Hill  is  making  a 
getaway  with  a load  of  gold.  Sunset  finally 
realizes  the  truth  about  his  brother,  captures 
him,  and  takes  him  back  to  Cimarron. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Molly  and  Me 

CAST:  Grade  Fields,  Monty  Woolley,  Roddy  McDowall, 
Reginald  Gardiner,  Natalie  Schafer,  Edith  Barrett,  Clifford 
Brooke.  PRODUCER:  Robert  Bassler.  DIRECTOR:  Lewis 
Seiler.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Leonard  Proskins. 

In  order  to  eat,  Gracie  Fields  decides  to 
desert  the  stage  and  become  a housekeeper 
for  Monty  Woolley,  master  of  a large  Lon- 
don residence.  The  butler  who  interviews 
her,  once  an  actor  himself,  is  dubious  about 
having  another  theatrical  person  on  the  staff. 
Gracie  gets  him  drunk  and  takes  him  home 
so  befuddled  he  cannot  remember  whether 
or  not  he  hired  her.  In  a series  of  fast-mov- 
ing events  she  thwarts  the  activities  of  the 
servants  in  fleecing  their  employer;  brings 
about  a reconciliation  between  father  and 
son;  prepares  and  serves  a formal  dinner, 
with  only  the  aid  of  actor  friends;  and  frus- 
trates the  plan  of  Woolley's  estranged  wife 
to  blackmail  him  for  1,000  pounds  when  she 
learns  he  is  running  for  Parliament.  The 
fadeout  shows  Gracie  and  Monty  in  the 
kitchen  harmonizing. 

Universal 

That's  the  Spirit 

CAST:  Jack  Oakie,  Peggy  Ryan,  Andy  Devine,  Arthur 
Treacher,  Gene  Lockhart,  Johnny  Coy,  Buster  Keaton.  PRO- 
DUCERS: Michael  Fessier  and  Ernest  Pagano.  DIRECTOR: 
Charles  Lamont.  ORIGINAL:  No  credits  set.  SCREENPLAY: 
No  credits  set. 

June  Vincent  rebels  against  her  father's 
tyranny  and  goes  to  her  first  show.  She 
meets  and  falls  in  love  with  Jack  Oakie,  a 
flutist  with  squeaky  shoes.  Gene  Lockhart, 
her  father,  believes  June  is  being  compro- 
mised and  forces  Jack  to  marry  her.  On  the 
eve  of  their  daughter's  birth,  Jack  is  killed 
and  taken  to  the  hereafter  by  a strange 
woman.  After  18  years  in  heaven  he  gets 
permission  to  visit  the  earth — shoes  still 
squeaking — where  he  finds  Peggy  Ryan,  his 
daughter,  now  being  dominated  by  Gene. 
Through  Jack's  influence,  Peggy  eventually 
becomes  a dancer.  On  the  opening  night  of 
her  performance,  June  dies  and  joins  Jack 
to  watch  their  daughter  from  the  wings  of 
the  stage. 
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S H QRTS  REVIE1HS  \ in the newsreels 


Lulu  at  the  Zoo 

Para  (Little  Lulu)  8 Mins. 

Amusing.  Abounding  in  ingenious  gags 
that  save  the  story  from  becoming  repeti- 
tious, this  bright  slapstick-cartoon  accom- 
panies Little  Lulu  through  the  zoo.  She 
beats  the  visiting-hour  rush  by  advancing  the 
clock,  blithely  ignores  the  guide's  injunction 
not  to  feed  the  animals,  livens  up  things  by 
working  a different  gag  before  each  animal's 
cage,  much  to  the  chagrin  and  mounting  an- 
noyance of  the  irate  keeper.  His  patience 
ended,  the  keeper  tries  to  oust  her  from  the 
zoo.  Little  Lulu  eludes  capture  after  a fast- 
tempo  chase  and  takes  refuge  in  the  hippo's 
cage.  There  the  reel  ends,  showing  Lulu, 
with  characteristic  aplomb,  sitting  in  the 
beast's  mouth  as  he  cracks  her  peanuts  with 
his  teeth. 

Unusual  Occupations 

Para  (L4-2)  10  Mins. 

Excellent.  Embracing  a variety  of  five  in- 
teresting subjects  this  short,  capably  pro- 
duced in  Technicolor  by  Jerry  Fairbanks  and 
amusingly  dialogued  by  Walter  Anthony, 
should  enhance  any  program.  The  reel  opens 
with  a sequence  in  the  high  mesas  of  New 
Mexico  showing  Mary  Sully,  attractive  full- 
blooded  Sioux,  practicing  an  ancient  Indian 
art.  Follows  some  interesting  footage  of  Ar- 
gentine sculptor  Carlos  Menconi  carving  fig- 
ures from  tortured-looking  roots'  and  burls. 
Next  are  some  action  shots  of  A.  F.  Berg- 
man, Pennsylvania  barber  who,  for  40  years, 
has  been  shaving  his  customers  with  an  axe. 
Ivan  L.  Collins  of  Los  Angeles  creates,  re- 


pairs and  demonstrates  his  miniature  replicas 
of  obsolete  vehicles,  each  of  them  micro- 
scopically correct.  The  reel  ends  with  a se- 
quence on  Photo-Wacs  training  at  Lowry 
Field,  Colo. 

Parallel  Skiing 

RKO-Pathe  (Sportscope  No.  4)  8 Mins. 

Scenic.  Fritz  Loosi  demonstrates  his  method 
of  skiing  instruction.  A young  lady  is  taught 
the  system  of  parallel  skiing  against  the 
beautiful  scenic  background  of  Quebec's 
Laurentian  Mountains.  Loosi  proves  again 
the  grace  and  strength  attaching  to  the 
masterful  use  of  the  skiis.  This  reel  is  not 
only  full  of  action  and  interesting  instruc- 
tion, but  is  so  photographically  charming 
that  this  alone  would  sustain  patron  interest. 
Every  ski  fan  will  find  this  film  a seasonal 
reminder. 

Canyons  of  the  Sun 

20th-Fox  (Movietone  Adventure)  8 Mins. 

Very  good.  Another  beautiful  reel,  this  one 
devoted  to  one  of  the  most  picturesque  states 
in  the  country,  Colorado.  There  is  much 
to  captivate  the  onlooker,  from  the  Royal 
Gorge,  a scene  of  incredible  loveliness,  as 
the  mountains  rise  to  towering  heights  above 
the  silver  ribbon  of  the  river  far  below,  to  the 
Mesa  Verde  cliff  dwellings.  Also  included  in 
the  footage  are  other  shots  of  outstanding  in- 
terest in  Colorado. 

Dear  Old  Switzerland 

20th-Fox  (Terry-Toons)  7 Mins. 

Fair.  A cartoon-eyed  view  of  Switzerland  is 
given  in  this  reel.  The  cheese  production  in- 


Movietone  News,  No.  44:  U.S.  landing  on  Luzon; 
Mindoro  battle  action;  winter  fighting  on  western 
front;  news  flashes  of  war;  new  Fifth  army  chief; 
fire  fighting  truck;  youngster  raises  $50,000  for 
March  of  Dimes;  sports;  boxing;  curling;  ski  jumping. 

News  of  the  Day.  No.  242:  First  films  on  Luzon  in- 
vasion; Luftwaffe  attack  smashed  by  Allied  flyers; 
latest  from  western  front;  Americans  battle  blizzard; 
White  House  report  on  March  of  Dimes;  awards  for 
negro  heroes;  sport  flash  from  Italy. 

Paramount  News,  No.  45:  Inter-Allied  boxing 
•champs;  Dimes  march  onward;  western  front;  blizzard 
offensive;  Philippines  Pacific  climax. 

Pathe  News,  No.  47:  Yanks  land  on  Luzon;  92nd 
infantry  division  honored;  U.S.  clothes  for  Europe's 
needy;  night  raids  shatter  two  Nazi  rail  centers;  war 
in  snow  on  western  front. 

Universal  News,  No.  368:  First  pictures  Manila 
drive;  RAF  blasts  Jap  supplies;  Allies  close  on  Rhine- 
land; U.S.  responds  to  Dimes  plea;  fishing  fleet 
coated  by  icy  seas. 

• 

Movietone  News,  No.  45:  New  U.S.  landings  on 
Luzon  close  trap  on  Manila;  films  of  naval  rocket 
demonstration;  air  tactics  of  assault;  glider  opera- 
tions; largest  army  glider;  vertical  invasion;  Presi- 
dent’s 63rd  birthday;  Australian  brides  of  Yanks; 
sports;  Melbourne  cup;  caravan  on  skis. 

News  of  the  Day.  No.  243:  First  pictures  new  U.S. 
rockets;  latest  Luzon  battle  films;  birthday  ball  cli- 
maxes March  of  Dimes  drive;  wedding  bells  ring  for 
Yanks  down  under;  deserted  lion  cubs  find  happy 
home;  Australian  turf  thriller. 

Paramount  News,  No.  46:  March  of  Dimes  stars 
honor  FDR's  birthday;  16  babies  die  in  nursery  fire; 
first  pictures  U.S.  reveals  rocket  weapons;  Philip- 
pines new  invasions  seal  Bataan. 

Pathe  News.  No.  48:  Yanks  drive  on  Mindoro;  naval 
rockets  in  spectacular  test;  British  troops  drive  into 
Germany;  birthday  ball  honors  President;  U.S.  serv- 
ice men's  Aussie  brides. 

Universal  News,  No.  369:  Yanks  close  in  on 
Manila;  Allies  step  up  attack  on  western  front;  teen- 
aged  fashions;  Yanks  take  brides  in  Australia;  Dimes 
drive  spurred  by  FDR  birthday. 

• 


A RESEARCH  BUREAU 

for  POST-WAR  THEATRE  PLANNERS 

ENROLLMENT  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  PLANNING  INSTITUTE  2-10-45 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago  4,  Illinois 
Gentlemen: 

Please  enroll  us  in  your  RESEARCH  BUREAU  to  receive  information  regularly,  as  re- 
leased, on  the  following  subjects  for  Post-War  Theatre  Planning: 


□ Architectural  Service 

□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Building  Materials 

□ Decorating 


□ Floor  Coverings 

□ Glass  Products 

□ Lighting  Equipment 

□ Plastic  Products 

□ Projection  Equipment 


□ Screens 

□ Seating 

□ Sound  Equipment 

□ Television 

□ Other  Subjects: 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity. 

Address  

City State 


Signed 

( Owner-Manager ) 


All-American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  120:  Two  New 

York  firemen  become  lieutenants;  pupils  sell  papers 
to  buy  war  bonds  in  Washington;  War  not  over, 
speaker  says;  children  in  piano  symphony  in  Chi- 
cago; Mabel  Fairbanks,  world's  greatest  negro 
skater,  performs;  with  the  Third  army  in  France  and 
Germany. 


dustry  and  a clock-making  factory  are  gently 
kidded,  and  then  a group  of  skiing  en- 
thusiasts are  shown  taking  a wild  ride  down 
a steep  mountainside.  Not  much  to  get  ex- 
cited about  in  this  reel. 

California,  Here  We  Are 

WB  (Sports  Parade)  10  Mins. 

Very  good.  The  beautiful  state  of  California 
comes  in  for  camera  treatment  in  this  reel. 
Highlights  are  Chinatown,  Sunset  Boulevard, 
Old  Mexico  and  the  races  at  Santa  Anita  in 
the  good  old  days  when  racing  was  a na- 
tional pastime.  Also  shown  are  the  mani- 
fold activities  at  Catalina  Island,  a play- 
ground paradise.  It  will  be  difficult  for  the 
average  man  to  resist  the  lure  of  California, 
particularly  those  who  are  battling  blizzards 
these  days. 

Plenty  of  Money  and  You 

WB  (Blue  Ribbon  Cartoon  Reissue)  7 Mins. 

Amusing.  A baby  ostrich  is  hatched  by  a 
hen  along  with  the  other  normal  chicks.  This 
rather  strange  coincidence  is  the  base  upon 
which  the  reel  rests,  and  from  there  the  os- 
trich becomes  involved  in  a series  of  mis- 
adventures, culminating  in  a narrow  squeak 
with  a predatory  weasel.  Although  the  pace 
of  the  short  is  swift,  the  humor  is  just  a bit 
labored. 
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Opinions  on  Current  Productions , and 
Exploitips  for  Selling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REIMS 


Eadie  Was  a Lady 


Musical 


Columbia  (6014) 


67  Minutes 


Rel.  Jan.  23,  '45 

There  is  little  more  than  meets  the  eye  in  this  gay  pic- 
ture — but  plenty  meets  the  eye  in  the  way  of  feminine  curves. 
However,  Ann  Miller  has  such  a fresh,  girlish  screen  per- 
sonality that  even  when  she  tries  a few  Mae  Westish  lines 
in  her  role  as  a burlesque  queen,  it  seems  more  amusing 
than  naughty.  Portraying  a dual  personality  in  the  fash- 
ionable girls'  school  from  which  she  steals  out  nights  to 
follow  a dramatic  career,  and  able  only  to  get  a start  in 
burlesque,  this  gives  her  not  one  but  many  chances  to  add 
to  her  laurels  as  a song-and-dance  cutie.  William  Wright 
plays  a role  somewhere  between  a heel  and  a hero,  wind- 
ing up  as  the  latter.  At  times  the  comedy  approaches  the 
farcical;  with  Joe  Besser  leading  that  fun  element,  Hal  Mc- 
Intyre's orchestra  is  an  added  attraction.  Not  a tear  in  the 
script  and  most  gags  are  good.  Arthur  Dreifuss  directed. 

Ann  Miller,  Joe  Besser,  William  Wright,  Jeff  Donnell,  Jimmy 
Little,  Marion  Martin,  Kathleen  Howard. 


What  a Blonde  F Comedy 

RKO  Radio  (511)  71  Minutes  Rel.  


A Guy , a Gal  and  a Pal 

Columbia  ( ) 66  Minutes 


7 Romantic 

Comedy 

Rel.  Mar.  1,  '45 


Exhibitors  are  in  for  a pleasant  surprise.  Not  often  does 
such  a jolly  bit  of  audience-pleasing  comedy  come  their 
way.  The  story  is  always  one  jump  ahead  of  the  screen- 
watchers  and  the  acting  of  Lynn-Merrick  and  Ross  Hunter 
makes  them  a team  patrons  will  take  to  their  hearts.  Ted 
Donaldson  shows  that  he  was  not  just  accidentally  good  in 
"Once  Upon  a Time"  but  is  dependable  juvenile  talent  with 
stellar  possibilities.  The  comedy  of  errors  approaches  the 
hilarious  when  a young  marine  (Ross)  makes  friends  with 
"Butch"  (Ted)  whose  auntie  (Lynn)  is  on  her  way  to  marry 
"one  of  the  biggest  men  in  Washington"— who  still  can't 
get  her  a train  reservation.  Ross  does,  by  a little  decep- 
tion which  immediately  begins  proving  the  Shakespearean 
tangled  web  maxim,  and  winds  up  marrying  the  girl  him- 
self. Directed  by  Oscar  Boetticher. 

Ross  Hunter,  Lynn  Merrick,  Ted  Donaldson. 


Crime , Inc . 

PRC  Pictures  (502) 


F 

741/2  Minutes 


Melodrama 

Rel.  Mar.  31,  '45 


This  latest  Leon  Errol  comedy  is  made-to-order  for  dual 
programs  and  should  solve  many  problems  of  bookers  in 
quest  of  light  fare  to  balance  a serious  top  feature.  The 
story  runs  to  farcical  lengths,  giving  Errol  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity to  try  all  of  the  comedy  tricks  of  which  he  is  a past 
master.  Topical  interest  is  furnished  by  Errol's  efforts  to 
obtain  supplemental  gasoline  coupons  by  having  him  get 
two  strangers  to  ride  with  him  to  his  office.  This  results  in 
complications  in  which  his  wife  returns  to  their  home  sud- 
denly to  find  him  entertaining  several  young  ladies,  inno- 
cently of  course.  Everything  ends  satisfactorily  and  even 
the  love  birds,  Michael  St.  Angel  and  Elaine  Riley,  a 
photogenic  lass,  kiss  and  make  up.  Directed  by  Leslie 
Goodwins. 


So  long  has  it  been  since  a gangster  picture  was  released 
that  the  public  should  welcome  this  one  with  open  arms — 
and  pocketbooks.  Suspenseful,  exciting  and  fast-moving, 
the  feature  will  be  a top-o'-the  bill  standout  for  PRC's  regular 
accounts  and  can  strongly  support  the  first  feature  in  any 
situation.  It  is  a workmanlike  job  of  film  making  in  every  de- 
partment. For  which  the  biggest  bow  goes  to  Martin  Mooney. 
Not  only  did  he  write  the  book  from  which  the  script  was 
taken  and  function  as  associate  producer,  but  the  story  close- 
ly parallels  his  own  earlier  life  as  an  ace  crime  reporter.  To 
alleviate  the  sordid  subject  matter,  there  is  a thread  of  ro- 
mance to  please  the  fans  who  demand  something  more  than 
plenty  of  action.  Produced  by  Leon  Fromkess;  directed  by 
Lew  Landers. 


Leon  Errol,  Richard  Lane,  Michael  St.  Angel,  Elaine  Riley, 
Veda  Ann  Borg,  Lydia  Bilbrock,  Clarence  Kolb. 


See  My  Lawyer  F Comedy 

1 1 1 With  Music 

Universal  ( ) 70  Minutes  Rel.  

Like  oysters,  the  customers  either  fancy  Olsen  and  Johnson 
or  they  don't.  For  the  fanciers,  the  dizzy  duo  are  herein 
served  in  modest  helpings  but  embellished  by  a tangy  sauce 
which  should  have  some  appeal  for  almost  any  film  taste. 
Into  its  making  went  a large  portion  of  excellent  specialties, 
catchy  tunes  and  production  numbers,  which  make  up  in 
originality  for  their  lack  of  lavishness.  Then,  of  course,  there 
is  the  usual  parade  of  typical  Olsen  and  Johnson  gags,  some 
that  are  modern  and  funny,  others  that  are  strongly  rem- 
iniscent of  circa  Sennett.  The  screen  story,  despite  it  is  an 
adaptation  of  a George  Abbott  stage  play,  serves  only  as  a 
device  for  the  presentation  of  the  mirth  and  music.  The  film 
should  mildly  please  in  first  run  bookings  and  fare  somewhat 
better  in  subsequent  engagements.  Eddie  Cline  directed. 

Ole  Olsen,  Chic  Johnson,  Alan  Curtis,  Grace  McDonald,  Noah 
Beery  jr„  Franklin  Pangbom,  Edward  S.  Brophy. 


The  Crime  Doctor  s Courage  F 

Columbia  ( ) 70  Minutes  Rel.  Feb.  27,  '45 

Some  folks  can  take  their  crime  pictures  or  let  them  alone, 
but  others  are  confirmed  addicts  and  for  this  reason  such  a 
series  always  has  a ready-made  audience  of  regular  fans. 

Warner  Baxter  s role  as  the  psychiatrist-detective  is  impres- 
sive here  as  always,  and  the  usual  Hollywood  angle  of  police 
antagonism  to  outside  sleuthing  is  maintained.  Justifiably, 
perhaps.  Don't  doctors  and  plumbers  also  resent  non-profes- 
sional competition?  The  story  has  nothing  new  to  offer  but 
does  make  effective  use  of  old  folk  superstitions  about  peo- 
ple who  can  make  themselves  invisible,  vampires  and  were- 
wolves. In  the  end,  however,  everything  is  explained  by 
natural  laws  and  the  jealous  murderer  trapped,  hitherto  un- 
suspected. The  role,  played  by  a coming  young  actor,  Bob 
Scott,  calls  for  subtle  self-effacement  until  near  the  end. 

George  Sherman  directed. 

Warner  Baxter,  Hillary  Brooke,  Stephen  Crane,  Jerome  Cowan, 

Bob  Scott. 
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Leo  Carrillo,  Tom  Neal,  Martha  Tilton,  Lionel  Atwill,  Grant 
Mitchell,  Sheldon  Leonard,  Harry  Shannon. 


I Love  a Mystery  F Mystery 

Columbia  (6024)  69  Minutes  Rel.  Jan.  25,  '45 

The  first  of  this  radio  series  on  the  screen  has  also  brought 
along  those  two  popular  detectives,  Jim  Bannon  and  Barton 
Yarborough,  the  Jack  Packard  and  Doc  Long  of  its  original 
air  show.  Doc's  comic  asides  and  mannerisms  are  a welcome 
relief  from  the  otherwise  tragic  atmosphere  of  the  picture. 
As  a thriller  it  is  all  any  exhibitor  could  desire,  for  George 
Macready  is  fast  making  a fan  following  for  himself  as  a 
player  whose  portrayal  of  suave,  mad  killers  is  uncannily 
impressive.  As  Jefferson  Monk,  he  is  driven  insane  by  a 
gang  of  which  his  own  wife  is  a member.  They  are  trying 
to  drive  him  to  suicide  but  he  buys  off  one  member,  learns 
their  plans,  and  starts  liquidating  them.  Nina  Foch,  as  the 
wife,  is  another  whose  face  is  becoming  familiar  to  audi- 
ences and  synonymous  with  convincing  acting.  The  same 
can  be  said  for  Henry  Levin’s  directing. 

Jim  Bannon,  Nina  Foch,  George  Macready,  Barton  Yarbor- 
ough, Carole  Mathews,  Lester  Matthews,  Gregory  Gay. 


Her  Lucky  Night  F 

With  Music 

Universal  (9021)  63  Minutes  Rel.  Feb.  9,  '45 

In  seeking  a screenplay  for  this  modest  offering,  the  pro- 
ducer apparently  was  desirous  of  having  it  serve  a dual 
function.  The  yarn  had  to  do  as  another  in  the  series  of 
romantic  comedies  starring  Martha  O'Driscoll  and  Noah 
Beery  jr„  and  double  as  a vehicle  for  the  Andrews  Sisters— 
their  last,  incidentally,  under  the  Universal  banner.  This 
double  purpose  could  be  an  explanation  for  the  bumper 
crop  of  comedy  cliches  which  finally  found  their  way  into 
the  anything-but-funny  script.  As  supporting  material,  the 
film  possibly  will  please  the  youngsters  who  reportedly  find 
the  Andrews'  harmonizing  much  to  their  liking  and  who 
have  never  encountered  the  picture's  hoary  gags.  Greatest 
asset:  "Is  You  Is  or  Is  You  Ain't  My  Baby?"  and  "Dolly 
With  the  Hole  in  Her  Stocking"  as  sung  by  the  trio.  Edward 
Lilley  directed. 

Andrews  Sisters,  Martha  O'Driscoll,  Noah  Beery  jr.,  George 
Barbier,  Maurice  Cass,  Marie  Harmon,  Olin  Howlin. 

February  10,  1945  cni 


EXPLOITS 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "A  Guy,  a Gal  and  a Pal" 

This  picture  contains  most  of  the  ingredients  audiences 
love  in  a comedy  drama,  situations  where  everyone  is  all 
mixed  up,  with  the  audience  "in  the  know,"  love  interest, 
and  a good  child  actor.  Advertise  it  as  a show  that  young 
and  old  can  enjoy  and  that  it  is  really  relaxing  entertain- 
ment. Play  up  the  travel  difficulties  around  which  the  story 
is  built,  such  as  "All  aboard  for  Washington — see  how  you 
can  get  a train  reservation  at  Theatre  tonight." 

CATCHLINES: 

Wife  in  Emergency  Only — and  What  an  Emergency]  . . . 
Chaperoning  Auntie  and  a Hero  Marine  in  a Pullman  Draw- 
ing-Room . . . She  Wanted  a Train  Reservation,  but  With 
Some  Reservations. 

This  Marine's  Situation  Almost  Got  Out  of  Hand  . . . On 
Her  Way  to  Washington  to  Get  Married  She  Changed  Her 
Mind — and  Her  Man  . . . Traveling  as  Another  Man's  Wife 
to  Meet  Her  Fiance. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Crime,  Inc." 

Tie  publicity  in  with  juvenile  delinquency  problems,  stress- 
ing that  "A  Young  Hoodlum  Is  a Potential  Criminal."  Tie  up 
with  local  merchant  for  window  display  of  dummies  re- 
sembling Hitler  and  Hirohito,  with  caption — “Crime,  Inc." — 
They're  Learning  That  It  Doesn't  Payl"  Promote  a truck  with 
sound  equipment  and  have  employe  ride  through  town  with 
"calling  all  cars"  announcements,  interspersed  with  blank 
cartridge  shots.  Secure  from  local  newspaper,  blowups  of 
past  sensational  crime  stories  and  pictures  for  your  lobby. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Eadie  Was  a Lady" 

Ann  Miller  already  has  a nice  following  and  this  picture 
will  add  to  it;  so  play  her  up  in  your  advertising.  The  same 
is  true  of  Hal  McIntyre's  orchestra.  There  are  six  lively 
tunes  in  the  picture  and  these  should  be  featured  in  the 
local  music  stores.  Run  a contest,  with  ticket  prizes,  for  the 
longest  list  of  songs,  book  titles,  or  picture  titles  with  the 
word  "lady"  used  in  them.  Use  posters  profusely  of  gor- 
geous-costumed  Ann  Miller.  Advertise  a free  ticket  for  the 
oldest  "Ann"  to  come  to  see  Ann  perform.  Let  the  kids  know 
loe  Besser  is  in  the  picture. 

CATCHLINES: 

Yes,  Eadie  Was  a Lady — Part  of  the  Time  . . . Her  Studies 
Bored  Her — She  Wanted  to  Act  . . . All  About  the  Private 
Life  of  a Public  Figure  . . . And  What  a Figure  . . . Breezy, 
Teasy  and  Easy  on  the  Eyes. 

Ann  and  Her  Machine  Gun  Tap  Dancing  Routine  . . . 
Heel  or  Hero — He  Was  a Little  of  Both  . . . This  Society  Girl 
Liked  Back  Stage  Better  . . . She  Led  a Double  Life — Both 
All  to  the  Good. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Whcrt  a Blonde" 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  gasoline  these  days, 
a stunt  that  should  attract  plenty  of  attention  would  be  an 
essay  contest  among  your  patrons  on  how  they  solve  the 
problem.  The  contest  could  be  keyed  to  the  theme:  "How 
Did  You  Solve  Your  Gasoline  Problem?"  Elaine  Riley,  a 
good-looker  and  talented,  too,  makes  her  first  appearance. 
Give  her  a play  in  your  promotion. 


CATCHLINES: 

Reputable  Business  Men  on  the  Surface  . . . Dictators  of 
Death  on  the  Side  ...  A Blood-Curdling  Corporation  of 
Killers  and  Kidnapers  . . . Until  a Lone  Newspaperman  Wrote 
the  Greatest  Yarn  in  His  Life  . . . And  Smashed  the  Syndicate 
That  Seized  a City. 

You'll  Be  Taken  for  a Ride  . . . Back  to  the  Days  of  Bootleg 
and  Bang!  Bang!  . . . When  'Racketeers  Ran  Rampant  . . 
Bullets  Beat  Out  Headlines  . . . And  Gang-Busting  Cops  Lived 
Dangerously  . . . On  Borrowed  Time. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "I  Love  a Mystery" 

Be  sure  to  cash  in  on  the  popularity  of  the  radio  series 
and  then  the  use  of  an  oriental  secret  cult  should  give 
you  ideas  on  how  to  play  that  up.  There  is  also  the  street 
musician  incident  in  the  picture  which  you  might  use  to 
advantage.  Have  someone  with  a flute  go  through  the 
streets  playing  the  tune  in  the  picture  and  wearing  a sign 
reading,  "When  one  man  heard  this  tune,  it  struck  terror  to 

his  heart.  See  why  at  Theatre  tonight."  Have  a 

peg-leg  (if  possible)  follow  the  musician,  carrying  a small 
black  bag  marked  "For  His  Head." 


CATCHLINES: 

What  a Blonde  and  What  a Mess  . . . Leon  Errol  Gets 
Himself  Into  . . . All  Because  of  a Few  Gasoline  Coupons. 

No  Servants  and  No  Gasoline  Coupons  . . . One  Is  Bad 
Enough  . . . But  Two  Are  More  Than  Errol  Can  Stand. 

"Pat"  is  a Luscious  Blonde  and  Not  a Man  . . . And  That's 
Another  Thing  That  He  Must  Explain  to  His  Wife. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "See  My  Lawyer" 

Tie  up  with  a nut  shop  thisaway:  Get  a pretty  girl  in  scant 
attire  to  hand  out  small  bags  of  peanuts  in  your  lobby  for 
a week  preceding  playdate.  Attached  have  cards  reading: 
"They're  Nuts  to  You!  See  Olsen  and  Johnson,  etc.  . . . Com- 
pliments Squirrel  Nut  Shop."  Secure  a laughing  record  from 
a radio  station  and  have  it  played  continuously  from  inside 
a peep  box  bearing  a sign:  “What's  All  the  Laughing  About?" 
When  the  curious  peep,  they  will  see  stills  from  the  picture 
and  picture  billing. 


CATCHLINES: 


CATCHLINES: 


They  Prophesied  His  Death  Until  Fear  Drove  Him  to  Kill 
. . . The  Strange  Cult  That  Bargained  for  His  Head  . . . Too 
Cowardly  to  Kill,  His  Wife  and  Her  Gang  Tried  to  Drive 
Him  to  Suicide. 

The  Killer  Stalks  His  Prey  With  a Bag  in  Which  to  Place 
His  Head  ...  A Gruesome  Headhunter  on  City  Streets  . . . 
They  Planned  His  Death,  He  Turned  the  Tables. 


Broadway's  Smash  Showhit  Grand  Slams  the  Screen  . . . 
Spinning  With  Songs,  Whirling  With  Laughs  . . . The  Case 
of  the  Sue-Sue  Babies  (and  how  they  can  sue-and-sue). 

The  Screen's  Zaniest  Zuckers  . . . Aided  and  Abetted  by 
the  Show  World's  Top  Specialties  . . . You  Think  You  Got 
Troubles?  Forget  Them  . . . Just  See  My  Lawyer. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Her  Lucky  Night" 

Offer  a prize  to  the  first  three  sisters  entering  theatre — 
then  tie  up  with  record  shop  for  an  Andrews  Sisters'  album 
as  the  award.  Conduct  a "Lucky  Night"  contest  for  male 
trio  who  can  do  the  most  amusing  impersonation  of  the 
starring  sister  trio.  Arrange  to  exhibit  film's  stills  of  the 
Andrews  Sisters  on  juke  boxes  and  in  spots  where  young- 
sters congregate.  Print  herald  in  the  form  of  lottery  tickets, 
to  emphasize  the  "Lucky  Night"  idea. 

CATCHLINES: 

The  Swinging  Singing  Andrews  Sisters  . . . Aid  and  Abet 
Capricious  Cupid  . . . Till  One  Manless  Minx  With  a Yen 
for  Romance  . . . Hits  the  Jackpot  of  Hearts  ...  In  a Rib- 
Tickling  Show  . . . Spiced  With  Shim-Sham  and  She- 
nanigansl 

Fickle  Femme  Fortune  . . . Stepped  In  With  a Movie 
Ticket  for  Martha  . . . And  It  Turned  Out  to  Be  a Pass  . . . 
To  Love,  Laughter  and  Living  . . . With  a Stingy  Old  Man 
the  Cause  of  It  All! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Crime  Doctor's  Courage" 

The  exploitation  technique  for  "Whodunits"  is  pretty  well 
established  but  you  can  vary  this  a little  on  this  picture  by 
playing  up  the  fact  that  the  killer  gets  killed  very  early  in 
the  picture — then  it's  a game  of  finding  the  killer's  killer. 
Play  up  the  dancing  act,  which  is  something  of  a novelty 
in  crime  pictures,  and  in  which  the  woman  partner  appar- 
ently vanishes  in  thin  air.  You  can  also  build  up  the  vam- 
pire and  werewolf  angle  and  ask  the  provocative  question 
in  your  advertising,  "Are  All  Killers  Insane?" 

CATCHLINES: 

The  Killer  Gets  Killed — But  by  Whom?  . . . The  Woman 
in  the  Case  Was  Guilty  of  Much.  Did  She  Also  Stoop  to 
Murder?  . . . They  Had  Been  Dancers  for  300  Years,  They 
Claimed  . . . Vampires  or  Werewolves — Which  Were  They? 

He  Killed  Two  Brides  on  Their  Honeymoons— Then  He 
Got  Killed  . . . Here  Comes  the  Crime  Doctor  . . . Called  in 
to  Solve  One  Crime,  the  Doctor  Stays  on  to  Solve  the  Sequel. 


The  Industry’s  Market  Flare  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


CLEHRinG  HOUSE 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  SI. 00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steel 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
iighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 
& SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis 

NEW  35MM  PORTABLE  sound  projectors,  ampli- 
fiers. Immediate  delivery.  Factory  rebuilt  units, 
$390.  STINSON  PROJECTOR  SALES,  521  S.  Lombard 
Ave.,  Oak  Park,  111. 


JOHNSON  COINMETERS,  $110;  REAR  SHUTTERS 
for  Simplex,  $77.50;  Rewinders,  $9.95  set;  Pressure 
oilers,  $1.19;  Baby  Spots,  $5.95;  Automaticket  ma- 
chines, OPA  ceiling  prices;  Flashlights,  $1.29;  Re- 
chargeable batteries,  $2.20;  Flameproofed  screen 
masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone  washable  soundscreens, 
30>/2C  ft.;  Beaded,  39^0;  Steel  Core  curtain  cable, 
5/16",  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New 
York  18. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  bearing,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $200 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300— PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up — 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each— 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


DEVRY  XNORA  PROJECTOR  motor — practically 
new.  Also  a few  new  spare  parts.  COLEMAN 
THEATRE,  Coleman,  Wis. 


1,000  WATT  ELECTRIC  HEATERS,  $7.95;  Roth 
Actodector  Suprex  generators,  rebuilt,  $397.50; 
Forest  Twin  65  Copper  Oxide  rectifier,  as  is,  $150; 
Brass  2'/2  gallon  fire  extinguishers,  rebuilt,  $19.50; 
Heavy  duty  vacuum'  cleaner,  $150;  Brandt  coin 
changers,  cashier  delivery,  $75;  Side  delivery,  $95? 
Low  intensity  arc  lamps,  $75;  Simplex  rebuilt  com- 
plete sound  projection  outfits  available,  ready  for 
showing,  $1,500.  Send  for  winter  bulletin.  S.O.S. 
CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


SERVICING  DATA:  All  equipments,  $3  per  year. 
WESLEY  TROUT,  Engineer,  575,  Enid,  Okla. 


PAIR  POWERS  6B  PROJECTORS  complete  with 
magazines,  switches,  6-inch  series  II  lens,  new  con- 
dition. Two  mellaphone  sound  heads  for  Powers. 
Two  Simplex  low  intensity  lamps  with  11%-inch  mir- 
rors, 19500  series.  Two  heavy  duty  National-Strong 
rectifiers  used  one  and  a half  years.  Two  General 
Electric  Mazda  lamphouses  cinephor  condensers 
with  General  Electric  220V  regulators.  Two  General 
Electric  220V  A.  C.  compensarcs.  Sell  all  or  in  part. 
Make  offer.  P.  O.  Box  105,  Centredale  11,  R.  I. 


WE  HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  EQUIPMENT  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  QUICK  DELIVERY:  Two  Simplex  projec- 
tors, rear  shutters,  new  double  bearing,  five  point 
pedestals,  complete,  $760.  Two  Simplex  projectors, 
front  shutter,  single  bearing,  three  point  pedestals, 
complete,  $560.  Two  Ashcraft  Lo  lamps,  new  oversize 
reflectors,  meters,  Weaver  Dousers,  foot  switches, 
$225.  Two  Peerless  Lo  lamps,  new  oversize  reflectors, 
$175.  Two  LD  60  rectifiers,  three  phase,  $189  each. 
S'ix  steel  booth  tables,  new,  47  inches,  $41.70  each; 
60  inches,  $48.90  each.  Two’  Goodall  sound  heads 
for  Simplex,  motors,  belts,  motor  brackets,  amplifier, 
$110  for  all.  Two  pair  Powers  6B  mechanisms,  heavy 
duty  gates,  upper  magazines,  $220  pair.  Four  three- 
point  bases,  $60  each.  B-2124,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


PAIR  SIMPLEX  REAR  SHUTTER  MECHANISMS  BB 
movements,  factory  rebuilt.  Will  trade.  Four  Roth 
M.  G.  sets,  extra  good;  eight  low  reflector  arc  lamps; 
eight  rectifiers  30  amp.  Pair  Powers  with  complete 
sound,  extra  mechanism  and  stands.  De  Luxe  and  D 
Motiograph  mechanisms.  Rheostats,  large  assort- 
ment used  screens.  Many  other  items.  STEBBINS, 
1804  Wyandotte,  Kansas  City  8,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — 141/2-inch  all  steel  reels,  steel  hub, 
$1.00;  10-inch  all  steel  reels,  25  cents;  15-inch  ship- 
ping cases,  2 reels,  $3.00;  15-inch  shipping  cases,  1 
reel,  $1.75;  10-inch  shipping  cases,  1 reel,  $1  00; 
McARTHUR  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT,  454  West  Colum- 
bia St.,  Detroit  1,  Mich. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  quanties,  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  York  City. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE — Small  suburban  grind  the- 
atre. Suburban  in  key  city.  Nice  situation  for  owner- 
management.  Write  B-2125,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


TWO  MONEY  MAKING  SUBURBAN  THEATRES  for 
sale.  Buildings  and  equipment,  $100,000.  Seating 
600  and  800  seats.  Sell  one  or  both.  Located  mid- 
western  city,  500,000  population.  Big  popcorn,  candy 
business.  Can  finance  half.  B-2114,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


SMALL  TOWN  THEATRE  west  Texas.  Drawer  B, 
BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas  1,  Texas. 


FOR  SALE — THE  EMORY:  Atlanta's  finest  suburban 
theatre.  500  seats,  a rare  opportunity — should  be 
seen  to  be  appreciated.  Terms  if  desired.  LIONEL 
KEENE,  1216  S.  Oxford  Road,  S.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


INTERESTED  IN  PURCHASE  or  lease  of  theatre  in 
small  New  England  town.  Prefer  town  with  no  other 
theatre,  but  will  consider  anything.  All  details  first 
letter.  B-2111,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd., 
Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


BUY  OR  LEASE  in  town  of  1,500  or  over,  good 
theatre.  Prefer  midwest.  B-2120,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANT  TO  RENT  theatre  within  100  mile  radius 
Lexington,  Kentucky.  Write  or  phone  A.  H.  Bales, 
Brcoksville,  Ky. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


316  REUPHOLSTERED  FULLY  PADDED  BACK,  box 
spring  cushion,  chairs.,  rebuilt,  $5.95?  565  American 
chairs,  recently  reupholstered,  prewar  quality 
leatherette  seven  ply  panel  backs,  box  spring 
cushions,  $7.50;  700  American  veneer  chairs  three 
ply  backs  and  seats,  reconditioned,  $4.50,-  Aisle- 
lites,  $2.97.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


REBUILT  SOFT  BOX  SPRING  CUSHIONS,  nine 
springs  each,  newly  upholstered  with  dark  green 
army  specification  plastic  coated  leatherette.  Lasts 
for  many  years,  interchangeable  with  any  seat,  $1.75; 
with  metal  bottom  board,  $2.00.  Minimum  order  25, 
no  samples  sent.  Give  seat  size  when  ordering. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


600  OPERA  CHAIRS — Brand  new  cast  iron  standards 
for  1-inch  slope  floor;  brand  new  7 /16-inch  veneer 
5-ply  backs;  new  upholstered  squab  seats  uphol- 
stered in  green  plastic  leatherette — all  20-inch  chairs 
— $6.75  per  chair.  F.O.B.  Chicago.  Photo  on  request. 
CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR  MART,  844  So.  Wabash  Ave., 
Chicago  5,  111. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  35MM  CAMERA  equipped  with 
single  system  sound  complete.  Details  to  GRIFFITH 
THEATRES,  Delman  Theatre  Bldg.,  Tulsa,  Okla. 


16MM  and  35MM  SOUND  PORTABLES.  ALSO  WHAT 
HAVE  YOU?  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID.  B-2113,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED:  500  new  or  used  veneer  theatre  seats 
BOX  506,  Texarkana,  Ark. 

POWERS  OR  SIMPLEX  mechanisms.  Any  condition. 

B-2119,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING  UNIT  FOR  THEATRE.  Fifteen 
or  twenty  ton  refrigeration  plant  and  coils.  ESKIN 
THEATRES,  INC.,  4630  W.  Burleigh  St.,  Milwaukee 
10,  Wis. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING — Bags — Boxes — Salt — pop- 
corn machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


HELP  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  for  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  for  the 
right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 


WANTED — MANAGER  or  capable  assistant  who 
wants  to  elevate  himself  in  theatre  operation  in 
Tidewater,  Virginia.  Guaranteed  good  salary  with 
future.  State  qualifications.  Write  B-2117,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  MANAGER:  Opportunity  for  right  man. 
State  age,  experience,  references  and  salary  re- 
quired. Send  photo  or  snapshot.  THE  DUNELAKE 
CORP.,  Michigan  City,  Ind. 


PROJECTIONIST  NEEDED — Permanent  position  for 
right  man.  P.O.  BOX  905,  Guadalupe,  Calif. 


PROJECTIONIST  WANTED— Excellent  ooocrtunity; 
state  qualifications  and  references.  B-2126,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


EXPERT  PROJECTIONIST  WANTED:  This  is  an  un- 
usual opportunity  as  to  both  pay  and  working  con- 
ditions. In  good  big  town  in  Texas.  Could  also 
use  a man  who  can  operate  and  act  as  assistant 
manager.  Give  references  and  family  status,  no 
drifters.  Drawer  A,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood, 
Dallas  1,  Texas. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST.  Have  worked  for  South  Bend 
and  Dayton  Union  locals.  Single,  deferred.  WIL- 
LIAM KEMP,  Dover,  Ohio. 


RESPONSIBLE,  RELIABLE,  EXPERIENCED  couple. 
A-l  projectionist,  maintenance.  Wife  cashier,  assis- 
tant manager.  Now  have  charge  theatre.  Fourteen 
days  notice.  References.  B-2127,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


MANAGER — Twelve  years  experience.  ' Prefer  city 
15,000  to  30,000.  Will  go  anywhere;  only  the  best 
considered.  119  E.  Park,  Lakeland,  Fla. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS— ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  If  you  want  the  very  best 
seasoning  for  wet  poppers,  we  have  all  you  can 
use.  Immediate  shipment.  KARMELKORN  EQUIP- 
MENT, 120  S.  Hoisted,  Chicago  6,  111. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors,  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS, 1116  South  Michiaan.  Chicago  5,  111. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


PROMPT  SERVICE — Soecial  printed  roll  tickets, 
100,000— $16.40;  10,000— $4.95;  2,000  — $2.50.  Each 
change  in  admission  price,  including  change  in  color, 
$2.00  extra.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000  miles. 
Cash  with  order.  KANSAS  CITY  TICKET  CO.,  Dept. 
9,  1819  Central,  Kansas  City,  Mo, 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 


STUDIO  RECORDING  EQUIPMENT,  ABSOLUTELY 
COMPLETE,  Noiseless  recorder,  spare  galvanometer, 
2 magazines,  console  amplifier,  4 mixers,  equalizers, 
2 RCA  microphones,  power  supply,  rack,  cables, 
etc.  Worth  $10,000.  See  it  here,  $6,445;  Variray 
galvanometer,  noiseless  recording  shutter  for  16mm 
or  35mm  optical  system  transformer  and  blueprints 
for  mounting,  $995;  complete  sound  recording  truck, 
worth  $15,000,  bargain  at  $7,975.  Send  for  listings. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


RCA  PHOTOPHONE  30  WATT  COMPLETE  PA  SYS- 
TEM, consisting  army  surplus  amplifier,  crystal  band 
microphone,  cable,  tubes,  PM  speaker,  $125;  Loud- 
speakers, used,  $6.75  up;  Heavy  12"  Jensen  PM 
loudspeakers,  new,  $29.50;  Soundman's  complete 
testing  outfits,  just  released,  $28.40.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  -York  18. 


BUY  WAR  BONDS 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  10,  1945 


29 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


starring 

Arthur  LAKE  • Dale  EVANS 

with 

LIONEL  STANDER  • GEORGE  MEEKER 
PAUL  HURST  * MARJORIE  MANNERS 
and 

ANSON  WEEKS  And  His  Orchestra 


HOWARD  BRETHERTON.  Director 


Original  Screen  Play  by  Leslie  Vadnay 
and  Richard  Weil 


Produced  by  Sydney  M.  Williams 


g?6  NATIONAL  EDITION 


Editor 


"WE  DON’T  HAVE  TO 
EAT  OUR  WORDS!" 


We  said  " MEET  ME  IN  ST.  LOUIS " and 
" NATIONAL  VELVET"  are  COLOSSAL!  GREAT! 

Yes,  indeed!  ’Meet  Me  In  St.  Louis/’  the  Gold-mine  of  1945, 
holds  over  2 weeks,  3 weeks  and  more! 

National  Velvet’’  (all-time  Champ  of  the  Music 
Hall)  is  a true  Champ  in  its  first  nationwide 
dates:  Miami,  Indianapolis,  Salt  Lake  City, 

Des  Moines— all  of  them  COLOSSAL!  GREAT! 

(Flash!  Los  Angeles,  Philadelphia  and  other  openings  ditto!)  Sign  That  Pledge  Card! 

Red  Cross  Drive — March  15-21 


BEAT  THE 


BROWN-OUT! 
LIGHT  UP 
WITH  LEO! 


imitt 


S^n  T7ia£  Pledge  Card! 

Red  Cross  Drive — March  15-21 


ERROL  FLYNN  OBJECTIVE.  BURMA! 


»> 


WITH 


WILLIAM  PRINCE 

Directed  by  RA< 


(Ml 


N.  Y.  WORLD  TELEGRAM  SAYS:  “START  YOUR  1945  LIST  OF  TEN  BEST  WITH 


* 


r 


N.  Y.  TIMES  SAYS:  “WITHOUT  QUESTION  ONE  OF  THE  BEST  WAR  FILMS  YET 

MADE  IN  HOLLYWOOD.  ERROL  FLYNN  HAS  NEVER  HAD  A BETTER  ROLE.” 

' | 

N.  Y.  POST  SAYS:  “A  MASTERPIECE  OF  SUSPENSE  AND  THRILLS!"  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

N.  Y.  HERALD  TRIBUNE  SAYS:  “MAGNIFICENT  FILM!  WORTHY  OF  INCLUSION 
IN  THE  ILLUSTRIOUS  COMPANY  OF  ‘DESTINATION  TOKYO’  AND  ‘AIR  FORCE’!” 

N.  Y.  DAILY  NEWS  SAYS:  “WARNERS  HAVE  ADDED  ANOTHER  FINE  AND 
THRILLING  PICTURE  TO  THEIR  LIST  OF  SCREEN  ACHIEVEMENTS. . . COMPLETELY 
FASCINATING  FOR  EVERYONE  OF  ITS  142  MINUTES!”  ♦♦♦♦♦♦« 

PM  SAYS:  “ONE  WHALE  OF  A MOVIE!  DON’T  MISS  IT!”  ♦♦♦♦♦« 

N.  Y.  SUN  SAYS:  “HIGH-TENSION  MELODRAMA.  AN  EXCELLENT  THRILLER!" 


NEWSWEEK  SAYS:  “SUSPENSEFUL  AND  VIVID  MELODRAMA!  AN  INSPIRING 
RECORD  OF  THE  PARATROOPERS’  HEROISM!”  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦« 


Jack  L.  Warner,  Executive  Producer 

:S  BROWN  • DICK  ERDMAN  • GEORGE  TOBIAS  • HENRY  HULL-  WARNER  ANDERSON 


llsh  » Screen  Ploy  by  Ronald  MacDougall  & tester  Cole*  From  an  Original  Story  by  Alvah  Bessie*  Music  by  Franz  Waxman  • Produced  by  JERRY 
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PRODUCT,  PRINTS 


WO  GOVERNMENT  agency  acts  within  the 
same  week  have  created  a paradoxical  situation.  One — the 
War  Production  Board  seeks  to  reduce  the  number  of  prints 
per  picture  in  order  to  maintain  film  raw  stock  quotas.  Two — 
the  Department  of  Justice  seeks  to  solve  the  clearance  problem 
by  a means  that  would  require  more  prints  than  ever  before. 

The  injunction  the  Department  of  Justice  requests  against 
the  eight  major  companies,  pending  the  entry  of  a final  de- 
cree, would  eliminate  clearance — or  protection,  as  it  used  to 
be  known — by  making  the  same  picture  available  to  non- 
competitive situations  charging  the  same  price  of  admission. 
That  would  automatically  result  in  more  day-and-date  show- 
ings of  features  and  compliance  therewith  would  take  more 
prints  and  more  film. 

As  to  the  War  Production  Board's  desire  to  maintain  the 
flow  of  product  in  point  of  number  of  pictures  by  limiting  the 
prints  on  each  picture  to  something  like  285,  there  is  room  for 
adjustment  of  such  a restriction,  that  might  greatly  aid  the 
cause.  On  the  run-of-mill  product  far  less  than  285  prints  are 
made;  while  on  the  bigger  pictures  as  many  as  400  or  more 
prints  have  been  used — and  to  very  good  purpose.  Thus,  if 
the  ruling  were  that  an  average  of  285  prints-per-picture 
could  be  made,  producers  could  make  as  many  or  as  few  prints 
as  each  production  merited  and  still  remain  within  their  raw 
stock  footage  quotas. 

Too,  since,  generally,  it  is  the  bigger  picture  on  which 
clearance  disputes  arise,  the  greater  availability  of  prints 
would  tend  to  hold  this  problem  in  check. 

That  clearance  is  one  of  the  industry's  biggest  problems 
and  the  subject  of  more  exhibitor-distributor  contention  than 
all  others  combined — save  film  rentals — is  evidenced  by  the 
record  of  the  American  Arbitration  Association.  Since  Feb. 
1,  1941,  when  arbitration  began  under  the  consent  decree,  and 
Nov.  30,  1944,  the  tribunal  received  a total  of  392  cases,  286 
of  which  involved  clearance.  That  tells  its  own  story;  and 
something  needs  to  be  done  about  it.  But,  certainly,  it  should 
not  be  something  that  conditions  make  inoperative. 

Exhibitors  have  viewed  the  raw  stock  situation  with  alarm, 
because,  first,  the  reduction  of  footage  was  expected  to  re- 
duce the  output  of  product,  making  an  already  tight  market 
tighter.  Second,  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  prints  ap- 


AND  PROTECTION 


peared  certain  to  affect  availabilities  and  extend  already-ex- 
tended clearance  to  a point  greatly  endangering,  if  not  en- 
tirely wiping  out  the  profit  margin.  This  is  something  that  the 
distributor  needs  to  protect  in  his  own  interests  as  well  as  in 
the  interests  of  his  customers.  The  big  runs  may  return  film 
investment;  but  it  is  from  the  subsequent  runs  that  the  profit 
derives — and  many  a film  that  doesn't  hit  the  big  spots,  de- 
pends on  nearly  all  of  its  income  from  the  thousands  of  little 
places  around  the  country. 

The  problem  of  prints  and  protection  first  became  acute 
shortly  after  the  depression,  which  hit  this  industry  hardest 
in  1932.  Admission  prices  were  reduced  from  the  peak  they 
had  reached  in  1929,  narrowing  the  price  differential  between 
competing  houses  or  entirely  eliminating  it  in  many  instances. 
With  "protection"  insisted  upon  by  all  of  the  houses  making 
a like  admission  charge,  a compromise  of  day-and-date  book- 
ings was  effected.  That  brought  about  a print  shortage,  though 
there  had  been  no  reduction  in  total  number  of  prints  available. 

The  value  of  day-and-date  showings  in  closely  competing 
or  non-competing  situations  has  its  questionable  points.  The 
simultaneous  showing  simply  splits  the  trade  on  the  night  or 
nights  when  it  occurs.  And  the  patronage  of  many  people, 
whose  opportunities  of  seeing  it  are  thereby  reduced,  is  lost. 

The  run-off  of  a picture  in  subsequent  runs  in  the  ma- 
jority of  exchange  cities  within  a three  to  four-week  period 
during  which  the  picture  has,  in  the  average  instance,  ap- 
proximately four  runs  (figuring  simultaneous  showings  as  a 
single  run)  greatly  affects  boxoffice  receipts.  Patronage  vol- 
ume, especially  for  the  bigger  attractions,  could  be  substan- 
tially increased  if  the  number  of  runs  ("seeing"  opportunities) 
were  increased  by  splitting  the  simultaneous  bookings. 

Why  couldn't  competing  houses  that  have  been  day-and- 
dating  alternate  on  "first"  showings  in  their  zones?  Such  an 
action  not  only  would  completely  eliminate  the  danger  of 
print  shortage  and  contribute  substantially  to  the  film  con- 
servation program,  but  also  it  would  serve  as  a step  toward 
solving  clearance  and  zoning  problems. 


It  is  simply  a matter  of  give-and-take  whereby  all  benefit. 


'Pufae 

Garson,  Crosby  Are  Winners 
Of  Photoplay's  1944  Poll 

Gallup  organization  announces  ratings  as 
result  of  test  conducted  for  magazine.  This 
concurs  with  BOXOFFICE  Barometer’s  poll 
published  on  Nov.  11,  1944. 


Sam  Goldwyn  to  England 
On  a Mission  for  FEA 

Producer  will  be  sent  to  Great  Britain  on 
“special  undertaking”  for  Foreign  Economic 
Administration;  no  explanation  given  by  lat- 
ter as  to  nature  of  duties. 


Coal  Shipments  Resumed; 

More  Theatres  Reopened 

Only  areas  affected  now  are  in  northern 
N.  Y.  state  and  some  northern  New  England 
spots;  Massachusetts  blizzard  subsides  rap- 
idly; Buffalo  freight  congestion  clearing. 


Toronto  Fuel  Runs  Low; 

Study  Two-Day  Closings 

Transportation  tieup  which  hit  northern 
U.S.  affecting  Canadian  metropolis;  authori- 
ties and  exhibitors  mull  plan  to  shutter 
theatres  two  days  a week. 


Monogram  Has  Declared 
Dividend  on  Preferred 

W.  Ray  Johnston  announces  13%  cents  per 
share  will  be  paid  March  15  on  100,000  shares 
of  5%  per  cent  cumulative  convertibles  to 
stockholders  of  record  on  March  1. 


Some  16mm  Men  Declare 
Raw  Stock  Outlook  Good 

Say  current  quarter  has  only  six  weeks  to 
go;  insist  armed  forces’  requirements  di- 
minishing sufficiently  to  assure  second  quar- 
ter needs;  source  of  information  unrevealed. 


Max  Milder  Is  President 
Of  WB  International  Corp. 

Reveals  on  London  arrival  he’s  been  named 
head  of  company  formed  some  months  ago; 
Joseph  Hummell,  Wolfe  Cohen,  Karl  Mac- 
Donald, J.  J.  Glynn  are  vice-presidents. 


Producers  Ass'n  Will  Hear 
Will  Hays  in  Hollywood 

Annual  huddle  of  AMPP  also  will  elect  a 
president  and  a new  board  of  directors  and 
engage  in  discussion  of  postwar  problems. 


Tom  Connors  Is  Touring 
All  20th-Fox  Branches 

He  will  be  on  the  road  until  end  of  April 
as  part  of  30th  anniversary  business-build- 
ing campaign;  has  already  visited  New  Eng- 
land; is  in  south  with  L.  J.  Schlaifer. 


EXHIBITORS'  HEADACHES  DUE 
WITH  WAR  END-KUY KENDALL 


Government  Spending  Sole 
Prop  of  Current  Boom, 

He  Says  in  Bulletin 

NEW  YORK — In  a strongly -worded  bulle- 
tin to  MPTOA  members,  Ed  Kuykendall, 
president,  says  exhibitor  headaches  are  just 
around  the  corner,  if  the  war  should  end 
suddenly  in  Europe  and  be  followed  by  an 
early  collapse  in  Asia. 

Current  prosperity  is  based  entirely  on  gov- 
ernment spending,  he  says,  and,  regardless 
of  rosy  prospects  portrayed  by  sales  man- 
agers, this  business  is  in  for  trouble  when  the 
competition  of  normal  pastimes  is  resumed 
by  the  public. 

Can  the  industry  stand  the  current  taxation 
load  when  business  falls  off?  he  asks. 

“The  experts  and  the  military  authorities 
who  try  to  predict  the  end  of  the  war  have 
been  so  far  wrong  on  their  ‘guesses,’  ” he  as- 
serts, “that  we  may  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  this  war  can  and  probably  will  end  sud- 
denly, unexpectedly,  and  overnight.  A quick 
turn  of  events  and  this  country  is  face  to 
face  with  a whole  new  set  of  very  critical 
problems:  reconversion,  demobilization,  sur- 
plus disposal,  unemployment,  soldiers’  bonus, 
veterans’  care,  foreign  trade,  overseas  relief, 
postwar  taxation,  etc. 

Says  Peak  Has  Passed 

“Regardless  of  what  the  rosy-visioned  sales 
managers  tell  you  when  they  are  selling 
product,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  your 
business  will  hold  up  to  its  present  levels. 
The  snow-balling  war  boom,  which  is  now 
spending  nearly  two  billion  dollars  a week 
of  government  funds,  has  increased  the  total 
boxoffice  take  of  the  theatres  in  this  country 
as  revealed  in  the  federal  admission  tax  col- 
lections, every  year  from  1939  to  1944.  But 
last  year  showed  little  or  no  increase,  and 
it  is  quite  clear  that  the  peak  was  reached 
several  months  ago,  that  a definite  decline 
has  set  in,  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  gov- 
ernment spending  is  no  longer  on  the  in- 
crease. 

“What  do  you  think  will  happen  to  you 
when  this  huge  government  spending  on  war 
production  suddenly  ends,  as  it  is  bound  to 
do  when  the  war  ends?  It  takes  no  oracle 
to  figure  out  the  answer;  just  cut  off  a 
healthy  chunk  of  your  boxoffice  receipts  and 
see  how  you  come  out. 

Predicts  Exhibitor  Headaches 

“Two  things  stand  out,  especially  for  the 
small  independent  exhibitor,  but  in  varying 
degrees  at  all  theatres  up  to  the  largest  cir- 
cuit operations;  (1)  the  terrifically  high  film 
rentals  and  terms  imposed  today  by  the  dis- 
tributors for  product,  and  (2)  the  20  per  cent 
taken  out  of  the  cash  that  comes  into  the 
boxoffice  of  every  theatre  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment for  the  admission  tax.  Most  thea- 
tres survive  these  burdens  today  only  because 
of  the  war  boom.  What  are  you  going  to 
do  when  it  ends?  This  is  a challenge  to  every 
exhibitor  and  to  every  exhibitor  organiza- 
tion, but  you  won’t  feel  the  pain  as  long  as 
the  war  continues.  Will  you  be  organized 
and  prepared  when  these  issues  arise? 

Film  prices  and  percentage  terms  have  sky- 
rocketed because  of  the  consent  decree  meth- 
od of  selling,  Kuykendall  declares.  He  says 
exhibitors  are  unable  to  resist  these  demands 
because  of  tradeshowing  and  blocks-of-five 
selling,  because  the  system  keeps  them 
“chronically  short  of  product.” 

“The  minority  group  of  exhibitors  who  are 
responsible  for  this  consent  decree  may  have 


"Why?”  Asks  Kuykendall 
On  Some  New  Rulings 

New  York — “Why  is  it  that  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  are  always  the  first  to  be 
singled  out  for  the  most  drastic  and 
spectacular  regulation,  such  as  for  fuel 
closing,  60-watt  bulbs  over  the  entrance, 
etc.,  just  as  we  seem  to  be  the  prize  tar- 
get for  special  taxation?”  says  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, MPTOA  president. 

Exhibitors  comply  with  these  “sudden 
and  drastic”  regulations,  he  says,  “with- 
out quibbling,  hesitation,  or  arguments,” 
but — 

“We  like  to  believe  that  our  public  re- 
lations are  of  the  best,  that  public  opin- 
ion of  our  business  is  high,  that  our  war 
effort  stands  out  above  all  others,  that  we 
have  loyal  friends  everywhere  in  high 
places. 

“If  so,  why  are  public  officials  so  ready 
to  impose  the  first  and  harshest  restric- 
tions on  the  movies  whenever  an  emer- 
gency arises,  the  heaviest  taxes  whenever 
they  need  money?  Are  we  fooling  our- 
selves about  our  standing  with  public  of- 
ficials and  public  opinion,  too?” 


the  answer,”  he  continues,  “but  the  other 
exhibitors  sure  got  it  in  the  neck.  Were  it 
not  for  the  war  boom  coming  along  at  the 
same  time  that  the  decree  was  imposed  upon 
us  by  antitrust  litigation,  the  costly,  cumber- 
some decree  selling  system  would  undoubted- 
ly have  exterminated  a lot  of  smaller  theatres. 

“Some  means  of  bringing  down  film  prices 
with  the  drop  in  business  that  is  sure  to 
come  must  be  found  by  exhibitors,  and  soon! 
That  is  the  challenge  inherent  in  the  situa- 
tion which  you  will  have  to  meet.  Will  it  be 
by  organization,  by  negotiation,  by  personal 
sales  resistance,  or  by  collective  buying  agen- 
cies? We  don’t  know  the  answer;  we  do 
know  the  problem;  and  we  do  know  that  if 
it  is  solved,  you  will  have  to  do  it. 

Points  to  New  Tax  Threats 

Forty-two  states  are  now  posing  new  tax 
threats,  he  declares.  These  are  not  only  state 
taxes  which  may  be  superimposed  on  the 
federal  taxes,  but  may  also  include  city  taxes. 
Twenty-four  states  already  tax  admissions 
from  one  to  ten  per  cent. 

“Can  we  carry  the  20  per  cent  federal  tax 
indefinitely?”  Kuykendall  asks.  His  answer 
is  no,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  tax  caused 
little  protest. 

“The  squeeze  will  come  when  attendance 
begins  to  fall,”  he  says,  “and  prices  have  to 
be  reduced  to  keep  them  coming  to  the  thea- 
tre, but  your  costs  and  operating  expenses 
won’t  go  down.  Then  the  tax  becomes  an 
unbearable  burden,  and  the  loss  of  20  per 
cent  of  your  gross  cash  intake  every  day 
makes  it  impossible  to  make  ends  meet.” 

The  only  hope  lies  in  organization,  he  in- 
sists. The  central  exhibitor  council  proposed 
some  time  ago  was  “mysteriously  killed  off.” 

“This  leaves  the  industry  again  disorganized 
and  vulnerable  to  another  ‘blitz’  like  we  ran 
into  two  years  ago  in  Washington,  when  we 
got  socked  a 30  per  cent  tax  before  the  in- 
dustry fully  realized  what  was  going  on,”  he 
continues.  “If  you  are  put  out  of  business  by 
a burdensome  and  unbearable  special  tax 
you  won’t  need  to  worry  much  about  consent 
decrees  and  film  prices.” 

Continuing  on  this  line,  he  says:  “The 
main  responsibility  for  defense  against  state 


Taxes,  Rentals,  Overhead 
Must  Be  Cut  as  Business 
Falls,  He  Declares 

taxes  rests  always  upon  the  state  and  local 
exhibitor  associations.  The  same  local  ex- 
hibitor organizations,  their  officers  and  lead- 
ers, have  the  main  responsibility  for  getting 
individual  members  of  Congress  to  under- 
stand our  situation  and  to  appreciate  the 
problems  the  theatres  have  with  respect  to 
admission  taxes.  Too  often  congressmen  and 
senators  get  a mistaken  notion  that  such  a 
tax  has  no  effect  whatever  on  theatre  opera- 
tion or  theatre  attendance,  that  it  is  all 
‘passed  on’  to  the  public  by  the  exhibitor,  and 
that  a 50  per  cent  tax  would  make  no  dif- 
ference to  the  theatre.  It  is  important  that 
they  should  know  just  how  this  tax  works, 
and  only  the  particular  theatre  owners  they 
represent  in  Congress  are  in  a position  to  get 
this  information  to  them.” 

Kuykendall  points  out  that  all  tax  bills 
go  through  two  committees  with  46  members 
from  28  states,  with  most  of  these  states  hav- 
ing MPTOA  units.  He  includes  a list  of  these 
committeemen  and  urges  all  members  of  the 
organization  to  keep  in  touch  with  them. 

16mm  Film  Allocations 
Still  Remain  Undecided 

WASHINGTON — Because  military  require- 
ments are  particularly  high,  allocations  of 
16mm  film  still  remain  undecided  and  no 
recommendations  as  to  its  apportionment 
have  been  made  by  the  15-man  industry 
committee  which  discussed  this  question  with 
War  Production  Board  officials.  Following  a 
meeting  last  week  with  Lincoln  V.  Burrows, 
chief  of  WPB’s  photographic  division,  it  was 
decided  that  any  decision  concerning  16mm 
film  allocation  would  have  to  rest,  pending 
further  analysis  of  military  requirements. 

Most  of  the  discussion  at  the  meeting  cen- 
tered around  the  fact  that  setting  up  a com- 
plicated allocation  system  at  this  time  would 
be  inadvisable,  inasmuch  as  the  industry  was 
assured  that  the  present  situation  concerning 
film  shortages  might  change  radically  in  the 
near  future. 

It  also  was  felt  that  further  discussion  of 
the  situation  would  be  complicated  by  the 
fact  that  so  many  factors  enter  into  the  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of  this  type  of  film 
activity.  The  problem  of  using  32mm  film 
was  discussed  as  well  and  it  was  decided  that 
this  odd-sized  film  should  be  used  as  is  and 
that  individual  producers  could  decide  how 
this  film  was  to  be  used  insofar  as  it  affects 
16mm  production. 

"Subsequents  Protected 
On  Raw  Stock" — Cohen 

WASHINGTON — The  recent  reduction  in 
the  raw  stock  allotment  will  not  operate  to 
the  disadvantage  of  subsequent  run  exhibi- 
tors, Max  A.  Cohen,  chairman  of  the  film 
committee  of  the  ITOA,  was  assured  during 
a conference  with  Stanley  Adams,  chief  of  the 
consumer’s  durable  goods  division  of  the  War 
Production  Board. 

The  WPB  considers  the  subsequent  runs 
just  as  important  as  the  first  runs,  Cohen 
was  informed,  and  was  given  to  understand 
the  problems  of  the  later  runs  were  con- 
sidered in  the  number  of  prints  allotted  for 
each  production  in  the  revised  program. 
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POLICY  OF  DUALS  KEEPING  UP 
DESPITE  THE  LONGER  FEATURES 


Postwar  Crystal  Gazing  Indicates 
New  Theatres  and  More  Pictures 


Shorts  Sales  Soaring,  But 
No  Shifts  in  Exhibition 
Policies  Can  Be  Found 

NEW  YORK— Inquiry  among  circuit  heads 
across  the  country  and  among  short  subjects 
sales  managers  in  New  York  discloses  two 
seemingly  contradictory  facts: 

(1)  More  short  subjects  have  been  sold 

during  the  last  two  years  than  ever  be- 
fore. 

(2)  No  important  changes  have  taken 

place  in  dual  billing  practices  anywhere. 

Long  features  are  the  explanation. 

When  features  are  too  long  for  use  on 

dual  bills,  managers  reluctantly  drop  the 
second  feature  and  build  up  programs  to  ap- 
proximately three  hours  by  using  shorts,  but 
they  go  right  back  to  their  duals  on  the  next 
picture.  Where  managers  feel  the  long  fea- 
tures are  not  strong  enough  to  stand  alone  for 
their  types  of  audiences,  or  where  they  are 
convinced  the  boxoffice  cream  has  been 
skimmed  off  by  prior  runs  they  book  the 
shortest  second  feature  they  can  find  and 
drop  everything,  except  newsreels  and  trailers. 

New  England  Sticks  to  Duals 

All  theatre  men  questioned  say  they  do 
everything  to  avoid  cutting  the  number  of 
shows  per  day.  “Mrs.  Miniver,”  “Random 
Harvest,”  “Going  My  Way”  and  “Since  You 
Went  Away”  have  been  shown  on  single  bills 
almost  everywhere.  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo,”  “Hollywood  Canteen”  and  “Meet  Me 
in  St.  Louis”  also  come  in  this  classification, 
reports  show. 

In  New  England,  home  of  double  bills,  no 
theatre,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  has  dropped 
duals  for  singles,  except  on  certain  outstand- 
ing pictures. 

In  the  south  and  southwest,  where  single 
bills  prevail,  long  features  have  reduced  the 
number  of  shorts  used. 

In  the  northwest,  the  only  section  to  report 
this  tendency,  duals  have  gained,  because 
long  downtown  runs  in  key  spots  have  caused 
product  shortage  for  subsequents  and  they 
have  tried  to  solve  the  problem  by  introduc- 
ing the  bargain  lure  of  duals  on  weak  product. 

Subsequent  runs  are  most  emphatic  in 
declaring  that  they  cannot  get  along  without 
duals  where  they  are  common,  even  though 
they  have  outstanding  long  films,  because 
many  of  the  long  features  appeal  to  adult 
audiences.  On  weekends,  they  insist,  they 
have  to  have  action  features  or  serials  to 
draw  the  youngsters  Saturday  and  Sunday 
afternoons. 

Shorts  Sales  Managers’  Opinions 

A roundup  of  opinions  of  short  subject  sales 
managers  follows: 

RKO  Radio’s  Harry  J.  Michalson  says  dual 
bills  have  decreased  slightly  since  the  advent 
of  extra-long  features,  and  sales  of  shorts 
have  increased.  Asked  if  dual  bills  fluctuated 
with  the  running  of  extra-long  films,  he  said 
this  was  true  “in  some  instances.”  When  his 
customers  have  had  to  eliminate  one  feature 
because  of  an  over-length  picture,  they  do 
not  keep  to  a single-feature  policy,  but  revert 
almost  immediately  to  double  bills.  There  is 
a trend  upward  in  the  booking  of  shorts  over 
all  areas,  sales  currently  mounting  about  15 
per  cent. 

“I  don’t  see  much  change  in  the  double 
feature  situation,”  Michalson  said.  “Where 
double  features  are  the  rule,  it  is  only  in  scat- 
tered instances  that  extraordinarily  long  fea- 
tures have  been  played  singly.  Any  increase 


By  BOXOFFICE  Jr. 

NEW  YORK— With  all  the  shortages— fea- 
tures, manpower,  materials,  raw  stock,  tires 
and  gasoline — this  is  probably  as  good  a time 
as  any  to  gaze  into  the  crystal  ball  for  a view 
of  the  postwar  situation  as  it  affects  ex- 
hibitors. 

What  of  the  future  in  buying  film?  What 
about  percentages,  preferred  playing  time, 
clearances  and  the  other  exhibitor-distributor 
problems? 

Most  observers  agree  there  will  be  a thea- 
tre-building boom.  They  base  this  on  the 
theory  that  general  business  will  continue 
good  for  some  time  after  the  war.  Many 
superannuated  houses  have  been  kept  going 
by  the  war  boom,  and  few  houses  have  been 
built  during  the  war.  Material  shortages 
have  speeded  deterioration.  Where  new 
houses  appear  old  ones  will  be  at  such  a dis- 
advantage in  many  places  they  will  not  be 
able  to  compete.  The  general  theory  is  that 
there  will  be  no  great  increase  in  the  total 
number  of  theatres  in  operation.  Even  in  war- 
boom  areas  seat  shortages  are  confined  to 
mushroom  communities  and  the  future  of 
these  depends  on  how  extensively  they  can 
convert  their  new  industries  to  peacetime 
purposes. 

More  Pictures  Are  Seen 

Will  more  pictures  be  made?  The  crystal 
ball  seems  to  indicate  there  will.  Some  of 
the  factors  that  have  caused  producers  to  cut 
output  have  been  manpower  shortages,  fears 
about  the  supply  of  raw  stock  and  the  dis- 
covery that  with  wartime  booms  in  cities  more 
money  could  be  made  by  holding  big  pictures 
for  long  runs  in  population  centers. 

This  tendency  has  affected  even  the  smaller 
companies  formerly  satisfied  with  run-of-the- 
mill  product. 

In  the  meantime,  stars  and  directors  who 
see  no  point  in  paying  90  per  cent  of  their 
incomes  in  taxes  want  to  produce  on  their 
own.  Formation  of  new  companies  has  be- 
come something  of  a stampede,  but  they  are 
stymied  at  present  by  inability  to  get  raw 
stock  and  production  and  distribution  facili- 
ties. The  slogan  has  been  “No  More  B Prod- 
uct,” but  thousands  of  subsequent  runs  who 
find  it  profitable  are  insisting  that  pictures 


in  short  subjects’  business  has  been  negligible. 
Loew’s  in  New  England  occasionally  presents 
but  one  feature;  for  example,  because  of  ex- 
ceptional business,  ‘Going  My  Way’  was 
single  billed.  Results  of  single  billing  have 
been  highly  satisfactory,  but  exhibitors  are 
reluctant  as  a rule  to  change  their  policy. 
Our  own  RKO  circuits  in  New  York  are  solid- 
ly double  feature. 

“We  feel  the  increased  business  in  short 
subjects  does  not  stem  from  additional  houses 
playing  single  features,  but  is  a result  solely 
of  sales  to  a greater  number  of  theatres,  many 
of  them  double  feature  houses,”  Michalson 
continued.  “Their  managers  realize  the  im- 
portance of  playing  shorts  whenever  run- 
ning time  permits.” 

Oscar  A.  Morgan,  general  sales  manager  of 
Paramount  shorts  and  newsreels,  takes  an 
even  more  optimistic  view  of  current  trends. 


for  low  admission  scales  and  short  runs  must 
be  made.  Producers  who  want  to  cater  to 
this  market  are  awaiting  their  chances. 

The  rate  of  exhibitor  consumption  has  not 
declined  as  rapidly  as  the  producers’  output. 
Exhibitors  with  limited  drawing  territories 
are  now  stretching  runs,  buying  reissues,  and 
taking  all  the  new  product  they  can  find. 
Many  of  them  will  get  back  to  three  changes 
a week  as  soon  as  they  can. 

As  established  stars  limit  themselves  to  two 
pictures  a year  new  talent  will  rise,  it  is  pre- 
dicted, and  producers  who  think  they  can 
make  money  on  limited  budgets  will  come 
into  the  field.  This  may  result  in  a revival 
of  the  states  rights  form  of  distribution. 

Clearance  Outlook  Uncertain 

Changes  in  the  clearance  system  might 
have  repercussions  on  the  production  plans 
of  major  companies.  Whether  these  will  take 
place,  and  when,  if  they  do,  will  depend  upon 
how  far  the  majors  go  in  battling  the  de- 
partment of  justice’s  antitrust  suit.  This 
might  go  on  for  years. 

Foreign-made  pictures  might  become  more 
numerous.  England  is  making  a strong  play 
for  the  world  market,  including  distribution 
in  this  country.  The  British  might  learn 
how  to  make  pictures  popular  with  American 
audiences.  British  interests  might  even  set 
up  a national  distribution  system  here. 

For  some  time  there  has  been  a steady 
growth  in  booking  combines.  Scarcity  of 
films  and  travel  difficulties  have  accentuated 
this  tendency  among  small-town  exhibitors  as 
well  as  large,  but  the  war’s  end  and  the  atti- 
tude of  the  department  of  justice  might  halt 
this  trend.  Assistant  Attorney  General  Wen- 
dell Berge  has  indicated  that  he  intends  to 
attack  monopoly  wherever  he  can  find  it — 
whether  in  the  form  of  large  independent 
circuits  or  buying  combines.  Most  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  think  they  have  enough 
to  do  worrying  about  their  individual  opera- 
tions. They  would  rather  argue  with  sales- 
men than  with  the  government. 

This  leaves  the  crystal  ball  gazer  about 
where  he  started  with  a world  of  uncertain- 
ties, but  with  the  outlook  reasonably  bright 
if  no  depression  sets  in  during  the  reconver- 
sion period. 


With  an  extra  long  feature,  he  says,  the  ex- 
hibitor is  inclined  to  play  a single  bill  with 
shorts.  Although  this  has  not  necessarily 
brought  about  a general  departure  from  the 
double  bill  policy  in  every  case,  nevertheless, 
it  has  caused  a definite  break  in  the  double 
feature  front  and  started  a trend  to  single 
bills  with  shorts. 

“In  1943-44,  Paramount  had  its  best  season 
on  shorts,  and  the  widest  distribution  in 
number  of  exhibitors  since  the  advent  of  the 
double  bill.  This  season,”  Morgan  says,  “the 
trend  is  still  forward,  and  the  obvious  reason 
is  that  exhibitors  who  used  few  or  no  shorts 
on  double  bills  in  the  past  are  now  using 
more.  One  practical  reason  for  this,  aside 
from  the  longer  feature  factor,  is  the  sub- 
stantial improvement  in  the  quality  of  all 
shorts.  This  is  true  in  all  territories. 

(Continued  on  page  161 
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Myers  Says  the  Majors 
" Reap  the  Whirlwind " 


NEW  YORK — Major  producers  and  dis- 
tributors are  “reaping  the  whirlwind,”  writes 
Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  general  counsel,  in  a 
discussion  of  the  latest  consent  decree  de- 
velopments sent  to  members. 

“Since  presenting  their  ridiculously  in- 
adequate proposals  for  an  amended  and  sup- 
plemental decree  dated  Jan.  20,  1944,  the 
consenting  defendants  have  stood  pat,”  he 
states.  “They  took  no  notice  of  the  sugges- 
tions filed  with  the  department  of  justice  by 
the  Conference  of  Independent  Exhibitors  on 
the  consent  decree  on  February  8.  They  ap- 
parently rejected  in  their  entirety  the  pro- 
posals filed  by  the  attorney  general  in  the 
U.S.  district  court  on  August  7.  They  stood 
flatfooted  and  unyielding  at  the  hearing  be- 
fore Judge  Goddard  on  December  20.  They 
asked  for  it — and  now  they  have  it!” 

Myers  says  the  “real  significance”  of  the 
government’s  request  for  an  injunction 
against  clearance  “appears  to  have  been 
overlooked  in  the  comments  thus  far  made 
in  that  it  raises  legal  questions  which  strike 
at  the  very  foundations  of  the  defendants’ 
monopoly.  A weakness  of  the  defendants — 
which  has  cropped  out  in  all  attempts  by  ex- 
hibitors to  discuss  industry  problems  with 
them — is  that  they  have  stressed  the  legality 
of  each  act  or  practice,  considered  separate- 
ly and  apart  from  all  others,  and  have  closed 
their  eyes  to  the  altered  legal  status  of  such 
acts  and  practices  when  viewed  as  parts  of  a 
system  or  combination.” 

Presents  New  Clearance  Angle 

“The  brief  treats  of  clearance  from  the 
standpoint  of  economics,  the  law  and  enforce- 
ability,” Myers  continues.  “It  is,  in  effect,  a 
searching  treatise  on  the  subject  and  is  bound 
to  have  a profound  influence  on  industry 
practices.  Clearance,  it  points  out,  obviously 
restricts  the  ability  of  one  theatre  to  compete 
with  another;  therefore,  an  agreement  fix- 
ing clearance  is  a violation  of  the  Sherman 
Act,  unless  the  restraint  is  a reasonable  one. 
Such  restrictions  have  in  the  past  been  im- 
posed by  the  distributors  on  the  theory  that 
their  copyrights  entitle  them  to  impose  such 
conditions  as  are  necessary  and  appropriate 


to  realize  maximum  revenue  from  the  exploi- 
tation of  the  copyright.  Upon  this  theory, 
distributors  have  customarily  undertaken  to 
fix  the  minimum  admission  prices  at  which 
their  films  should  be  exhibited  to  the  public.” 

Myers  says  independent  exhibitors  will  be 
gratified  that  the  brief  “strikes  a blow  at  the 
gradual  usurpation  by  the  distributors  of  con- 
trol over  the  operating  policies  of  the  thea- 
tres.” 

Some  of  the  reasons  for  what  Myers  terms 
“the  decree’s  failure”  he  ascribes  to  the  ap- 
peal board  of  the  AAA.  He  says  the  board 
“has  administered  the  consent  as  a dry,  in- 
elastic code  without  life  or  spirit  beyond  its 
grudging  terms  and  has  interpreted  its  pro- 
visions narrowly  and  too  often  in  a manner 
more  favorable  to  the  dependents.” 

Does  Not  Exempt  Concessions 

In  discussing  the  probable  outcome  of  the 
government’s  move,  Myers  writes:  “It  is 
doubtful  if  the  department  had  any  hope 
that  the  defendants  would  make  concessions. 
But  the  step  had  to  be  taken.  In  a govern- 
ment of  law  special  indulgences  cannot  in- 
definitely be  granted  to  a particular  group,  no 
matter  how  influential  it  may  be.  And  re- 
gardless of  what  disposition  Judge  Goddard 
may  make  of  the  motion  on  March  5,  the 
motion  and  brief  should  accomplish  three 
highly  desirable  ends; 

“(1)  The  clear  and  frank  disclosure  of  the 
fundamentals  of  the  government’s  suit  should 
bring  Judge  Goddard  to  a realization  of  the 
seriousness  of  the  proceeding. 

“(2)  Since  notice  of  the  motion  was  filed 
on  counsel  for  all  of  the  defendants,  it  will 
serve  to  bring  the  nonconsenting  defendants 
— Columbia,  United  Artists  and  Universal — 
back  into  the  proceeding. 

“(3)  The  motion,  whether  granted  or  de- 
nied, should  result  in  setting  the  case  for 
trial  on  the  merits  on  a day  certain. 

“The  government  states  that  it  will  offer  no 
oral  testimony  at  the  hearing  on  its  motion. 
In  fact,  the  notice  specifies  that  the  motion 
will  be  based  ‘upon  the  pleadings,  the  de- 
fendants’ answers  to  plaintiff’s  written  in- 
terrogatories . . . the  decisions  numbered  1 to 


104,  inclusive,  rendered  by  the  appeal  board 

. . and  the  (brief).’  The  defendants,  of 
course,  will  be  privileged  to  offer  such  com- 
petent proof  as  they  see  fit.  If  an  order  is 
entered  requiring  the  distributors  to  justify 
any  clearance  granted  to  affiliated  theatres, 
it  is  probable  that  this  would,  by  agreement, 
be  left  to  arbitration  since  otherwise  it  might 
sv/amp  the  courts.” 

Paramount  Sales  Meet 
Held  in  Cleveland 

CLEVELAND — The  final  district  meeting 
in  Paramount’s  central  division  was  held  at 
the  Cleveland  Hotel  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day, attended  by  William  Erbb,  eastern  di- 
vision manager,  and  Hugh  Owen,  recently 
appointed  New  York  and  southern  division 
manager. 

The  session  was  conducted  by  James  J. 
Donohue,  central  division  manager.  Present 
at  the  meeting  were  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution;  R.  M. 
Gillham,  advertising  and  publicity  director, 
and  Claude  Lee,  director  of  public  relations, 
who  are  attending  a nationwide  series  of  dis- 
trict meetings. 

Territorial  representatives  present  in- 
cluded: H.  H.  Goldstein,  district  manager; 
branch  managers,  salesmen  and  head  book- 
ers from  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Indianapolis 
and  Detroit,  and  district  advertising  repre- 
sentatives. 

George  A.  Smith,  western  division  manager, 
has  returned  to  New  York,  after  accompany- 
ing Reagan  to  meetings  in  San  Francisco, 
Denver  and  Kansas  City.  Reagan,  himself, 
and  Donohue,  Erbb,  Owen,  Gillham  and  Lee 
returned  to  the  home  office  on  Friday,  with 
sessions  to  follow  shortly  in  the  eastern  di- 
vision, New  York,  and  the  southern  division 

Uniform  Terms  Defined 
By  Standards  Ass'n 

NEW  YORK — Uniform  terms  for  all  the 
phases  of  production  have  been  worked  out 
and  codified  by  the  American  Standards 
Ass’n  with  the  help  of  a committee  which 
included  Capt.  L.  T.  Goldsmith,  D.  E.  Hynd- 
man,  W.  F.  Kelley  and  Wesley  C.  Miller. 

“Dailies,”  “dupes,”  “background  plates”  and 
all  the  other  terms  used  in  the  vocabulary 
of  production  in  studios  and  laboratories  are 
contained  in  a booklet  with  this  formidable 
title:  “Nomenclature  for  Motion  Picture  Film 
Used  in  Studios  and  Processing  Laboratories.” 

This  is  the  first  unified  effort  to  prepare 
a standard  reference  source  for  the  industry 
and  the  armed  services. 

M-G-M  and  Universal 
Awarded  Damages 

NEW  YORK — Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum 
in  New  York  federal  court  has  awarded  to 
Loew’s  and  Universal  the  sum  of  $1,200,  plus 
$1,000  counsel  fees,  against  Sanfrebob  Thea- 
tre Corp.,  and  Nathan  Steinberg,  owner  and 
manager  of  the  Grande  Theatre,  New  York, 
for  playing  without  authorization  three  films 
over  and  above  the  number  of  times  con- 
tracted for.  The  films  involved  were  Uni- 
versal’s “You’re  a Sweetheart,”  the  award 
being  $400,  plus  $500  counsel  fees,  and 
M-G-M’s  “Tortilla  Flat”  and  “San  Francisco,” 
awards  on  both  films  being  $800,  plus  $500 
counsel  fees.  The  alleged  infringement  oc- 
curred in  1944. 


"Tree"  Wins  an  Award 

NEW  YORK — Twentieth-Fox’s  “A  Tree 
Grows  in  Brooklyn”  won  the  medal  of  honor 
for  March  awarded  by  Parents’  Magazine  for 
“the  outstanding  movie  of  the  month.” 


REPUBLIC  STEPS  OUT — Frank  Borzage  affixes  his  signature  to  a producing 
contract  with  Republic  while  Herbert  J.  Yates  sr.,  president,  seems  quite  pleased 
about  it.  This  is  a radical  departure  for  Republic  and  presages  more  of  the  same, 
says  Yates. 
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VAN  JOHNSON 

in  f/w  1W  * G * 1W  Simnance 


"BETWEEN  TWO  WOMEN 

mii/i 

LIONEL  BARRYMORE  • GLORIA  DE  HAVEN 

cf/nel 

KEENAN  WYNN  • MARILYN  MAXWELL  • ALMA  KRUGER  • MARIE  BLAKE  • KEYE  LUKE 

ORIGINAL  SCREEN  PLAY  BY  HARRY  RUSKIN  • A Melro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture  * DIRECTED  BY  WILLIS  GOLDBECK 


'•IS 


0Jfte*t  and  Svwfo 


Some  Parts  Left  Over 

^THEN  a boy  takes  a watch  apart  he  has 
fun;  when  he  puts  it  back  together 
again  there  are  always  a few  parts  left 
over,  and  he  is  surprised.  Stanley  Adams, 
head  of  the  WPB  consumers  durable 
goods  division,  is  no  boy  and  he  isn’t  tak- 
ing many  people  into  his  confidence,  but 
the  chances  are  he  was  surprised  when 
repercussions  started  rolling  in  after  his 
transfer  of  raw  stock  allotments  from  dis- 
tributors to  producers.  Nobody  was  satis- 
fied, except,  possibly,  Sam  Goldwyn. 

Arthur  Kelly  was  quick  to  point  out  to 
Adams  that  the  ruling  put  a virtual  ban 
on  imports  of  British  films,  unless  the 
British  sent  over  enough  raw  stock  to  make 
prints.  They  are  already  convinced  Ameri- 
cans are  discriminating  against  their  films. 
This  is  one  of  those  international  relations 
problems  for  the  state  department. 

Adams  listened  to  Max  Cohen’s  protest 
in  behalf  of  the  ITOA.  What  looked  like 
a very  simple  matter  when  he  started  out 
proved  to  be  the  storm  center  of  a mass 
of  conflicting  ideas.  Some  solution  will  be 
worked  out,  but  there  will  be  a lot  of  con- 
versation behind  closed  doors. 

Trailer  men  who  hurried  to  Washington 
pointed  out  that  99  per  cent  of  their  pro- 
duction since  the  war’s  start  has  been  in 
connection  with  the  war  effort.  They  were 
treated  with  great  courtesy,  says  A.  C. 
Karsi,  president  of  Motion  Picture  Service 
Co.  of  San  Francisco,  who  was  a member 
of  the  group,  and  were  assured  a quota  of 
film. 

Clearance 

^^HAT  some  sales  executives  said  when 
they  read  the  department  of  justice’s 
proposal  to  abolish  all  clearance  through 
an  ad  interim  consent  decree  bordered  on 
the  sulphuric.  Said  one,  after  he  stopped 
choking : 

“If  a producer  puts  a million  into  a pic- 
ture, he  has  to  get  more  than  a millon  out 
of  it.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  him 
from  notifying  all  exhibitors  that  the  price 
for  the  film  is  so  much  per  seat  for  90 
days;  so  much  less  for  the  next  60,  and 
so  on?  Anybody  could  bid,  but  how  many 
would?  Overhead  and  gross  have  to  bear 
some  relation  to  each  other.  And  would 
competitive  bidding  in  every  situation  re- 
duce prices  or  raise  them?” 

Hear  any  low  whistles  among  the  sub- 
sequent runs? 

* * * 

Bulletin  No.  80 

■yERY  prosaic  heading,  that!  But  that’s 
the  way  Leo  F.  Wolcott,  president  of 
Allied-Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
Iowa-Nebraska,  Inc.,  always  heads  them. 
We  have  never  met  Wolcott,  but  we’re  pre- 
pared to  say  right  now  that  if  plain,  un- 
adorned use  of  the  English  language  can 
reveal  the  personality  of  a friendly,  under- 
standing man,  his  bulletins  do  it. 

Here  is  the  last  half  of  a paragraph 
from  Bulletin  No.  80: 

“Mom  and  I visited  our  just-18  son  in 
the  navy  at  Great  Lakes  two  weeks  ago; 


By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 

found  him  hale  and  hearty  and  enjoying 
'boot’  training  as  much  as  possible.  Doesn’t 
particularly  care  for  it,  would  rather  be 
home  or  in  college  but  its  a ‘job  to  do;  will 
do  the  best  I can,’  he  says.  Seeing  those 
boys  there  in  training  made  me  again  real- 
ize that  we  in  civil  life  are  really  giving 
up  very  little,  making  no  comparable  sacri- 
fices; made  me  ask  myself,  ‘Are  we  doing 
all  we  can,  really?’  Confirmed  my  belief  in 
a year  of  compulsory  military  training  for 
all  our  youngsters,  after  the  war.  Really 
makes  men  of  them;  discipline,  regular 
hours,  good  food  on  schedule.  Youngster 
due  home  for  nine  precious  days’  leave  Feb- 
ruary 24.” 

* * * 

No  Snow  Shortage 

|F  IT  never  snows  again,  exhibitors  in  the 
mideast  and  northeast  will  not  complain. 
What  with  film  shortages,  coal  and  oil 
shortages,  manpower  shortages,  and  cus- 
tomer shortages  they’re  about  ready  to 
take  up  skiing.  In  some  rural  sections  and 
northern  small  towns  they  can’t  round  up 
customers  with  the  aid  of  St.  Bernard  dogs 
equipped  with  kegs  of  brandy. 

* * * 

QNE  independent  producer  to  another. 

Sol  Lesser  speaking  to  Sam  Goldwyn — 
“Now  that  you’ve  got  a Broadway  theatre 
for  your  product,  are  you  going  to  let  me 
in?”  Sam  to  Sol:  “Sorry,  Sol,  but  Selznick 
and  I have  the  place  all  booked  up.” 

* * * 

^OES  one  foot  of  Technicolor  film  count 
as  two  feet  of  black  and  white  under 
the  new  WPB  allotments?  On  the  answer 
to  that  will  depend  some  varied  production 
plans. 


NEW  ARMY  FILM  HEAD— Fred  Bund 
jr.,  former  deputy  chief  of  the  Army  Mo- 
tion Picture  Service,  who  has  been  named 
as  successor  to  the  late  Raymond  B.  Mur- 
ray. Bund  began  his  film  career  with 
Triangle  Pictures  in  1917.  He  joined  the 
Boston  branch  of  the  army  unit  in  1921 
and  was  made  deputy  director  in  1939. 


Speculation  Is  Aroused 
Over  DofJ  Man's  Visit 

HOLLYWOOD — Film  capital  railbirds  are 
indulging  themselves  in  considerable  conjec- 
ture as  to  how  much  significance  there  may 
be  in  the  current  visit  to  Hollywood  of  Jo- 
seph Borkin,  chief  economist  of  the  depart- 
ment of  justice’s  antitrust  division.  While 
Borkin’s  visit  is  described  as  a combination 
vacation  and  business  trip,  just  which  phases 
of  possible  antitrust  violations  within  the  in- 
dustry, allegations  of  which  have  been  ban- 
died about  during  recent  months,  will  com- 
mand his  attention  were  not  revealed  in  de- 
tail. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  midweek,  he  told  BOX- 
OFFICE  that  his  trip  was  fundamentally  for 
the  purpose  of  a needed  rest,  but  while  here 
he  probably  would  talk  to  the  personnel  of 
the  local  DofJ  office  regarding  the  Techni- 
color situation  and  what  developments,  if 
any,  had  been  made  in  the  investigation 
thereof.  He  said  further  that  he  was  in- 
terested in  looking  into  the  general  accusa- 
tions that  the  west’s  postwar  industrial  de- 
velopment is  being  hampered  by  eastern  in- 
terests. This  phase  of  Borkin’s  interest  has 
no  bearing,  of  course,  on  the  motion  picture 
industry. 

Borkin’s  impending  visit  was  exclusively 
reported  in  BOXOFFICE  early  in  the  month. 
He  plans  to  stay  in  Hollywood  two  to  three 
weeks. 

Film  "Conspiracy"  Award 
Is  Set  Aside  in  Chicago 

CHICAGO  — In  much  less  time  than  it 
would  take  to  count  it,  the  $105,000  which  a 
jury  awarded  Thomas  A.  Murray,  former 
owner  of  the  Thalia  Theatre,  in  his  suit 
against  the  major  circuits  and  producers  for 
alleged  conspiracy  to  keep  product  from  him, 
was  washed  away  in  a reversal  of  decision 
made  by  Judge  William  Holly,  federal  referee. 

Loew’s  and  20th-Fox  were  the  defendants 
affected  by  the  reversal.  There  still  are  four 
other  defendants  against  whom  a judgment 
was  entered  by  the  courts,  but  whose  new 
trials  were  set  for  hearings  this  week.  The 
referee  declared  that  he  hesitated  to  set  aside 
the  findings  of  the  jury  but  he  contended 
the  plaintiff  had  dragged  in  so  many  ex- 
changes and  producers  without  sufficient 
proof  of  “conspiracy”  that  in  his  opinion  there 
was  no  basis  for  damages  against  the  two 
above-named  defendants.  Previously  United 
Artists,  Warners,  RKO,  Paramount,  Univer- 
sal, Columbia,  Monogram  and  others  were  ex- 
onerated. 

Holly  found  that  Murray  was  treated  fair- 
ly by  20th-Fox,  which  received  from  him,  said 
Holly,  checks  which  came  back  marked  “in- 
sufficient funds”  whereupon  dealings  with 
him  ceased.  He  found  Loew’s  took  Murray 
off  its  list  when  he  is  alleged  to  have  kept 
“The  Huddle”  on  the  shelf  during  the  entire 
summer,  so  the  company  sold  the  film  to  the 
Thalia’s  rival,  the  Milo.  The  court  further 
stated:  “The  defendant  has  been  awarded 
$105,000  damages  and  should  not  have  to 
spend  it  by  fighting  appeals,  but  arguments 
warrant  such  an  appeal.” 

Former  NTSCo.  Salesman 
Rescued  From  Jap  Prison 

NEW  YORK — Theodore  Rosenberg,  former 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  salesman,  was 
one  of  the  prisoners  released  from  the  Jap 
prison  camp  in  the  daring  raid  by  U.S.  Rang- 
er troops  and  Filipino  guerrillas.  The  Jap 
invasion  had  stranded  Rosenberg  on  the 
islands. 
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Independents  to  Apply 
To  WPB  on  Raw  Stock 

HOLLYWOOD  — Independent  producers 
will  do  everything  possible  to  make  them- 
selves autonomous  as  concerns  their  respec- 
tive allotments  of  film  stock.  They  will  apply 
direct  to  the  War  Production  Board  for  their 
quotas  instead  of  relying  on  their  individual 
distributors  as  a source. 

Decision  to  follow  such  procedure  was 
reached  at  a meeting  attended  by  virtually 
every  one  of  Hollywood's  independent  film 
makers  and  addressed  by  Warren  Doane,  unit 
chief,  Hollywood  film  division,  WPB,  who 
outlined  in  detail  the  procedure  for  applying 
for  raw  film  stock.  The  meeting  was  held  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Society  of  Independent 
Motion  Picture  Producers.  Loyd  Wright, 
president  of  the  SIMPP,  presided  and  speak- 
ers in  addition  to  Doane  were  John  C.  Plinn, 
who  attended  recent  conferences  in  Wash- 
ington and  New  York  with  WPB;  and  Morris 
Ernst,  New  York,  eastern  counsel  of  SIMPP. 
Guests  of  the  Society  included  members  of 
the  Independent  Motion  Picture  Producers 
Ass’n  of  which  I.  E.  Chadwick  is  president. 

Doane  distributed  copies  of  the  new  Forms 
A and  B,  on  which,  under  the  new  allotment 
rulings,  all  applications  for  stock  must  be 
made.  The  A form  provides  for  a detailed 
listing  of  raw  stock  requirements  for  1945 — 
number  of  pictures  (including  shorts) ; linear 
footage;  production  and  distribution  footage; 
number  of  prints  desired  for  both  domestic 
and  foreign  distribution,  etc.  Form  B pro- 
vides for  a comparably  detailed  recapitulation 
of  raw  stock  usage  for  the  years  1941,  '42,  ’43, 
’44  and  including  the  estimate  for  1945. 

Acts  as  Hoarding  Safeguard 

Doane  explained  that  these  detailed  fig- 
ures are  necessary  to  enable  the  government 
to  determine  to  what  degree,  if  any,  stock 
is  being  hoarded.  He  gave  assurance  that 
any  producer  who  had  made  commitments  for 
future  production,  and  whether  or  not  actual 
shooting  has  started,  will  receive  considera- 
tion from  WPB. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  SIMPP  meeting 
was  called,  one  of  the  organization’s  mem- 
bers and  most  prominent  producers  let  forth 
with  a blast  at  the  raw  stock  allocations  as 
worked  out  in  the  recent  Washington  meet- 
ings between  industry  representatives  and  the 
WPB.  William  Cagney,  who  with  his  brother, 
Actor  James  Cagney,  heads  the  United  Art- 
ists unit  bearing  their  name,  declared  that 
his  company  would  suffer  because  of  “hidden 
discriminations”  in  the  allocations.  Said  Pro- 
ducer Cagney: 

“From  the  beginning  our  company  planned 
to  achieve  a program  of  five  pictures  a year. 
Everything  we  have  done  during  our  two 
years’  existence  has  pointed  toward  that 
goal.  We  have  steadily  expanded  our  studio 
space.  We  have  invested  more  than  a mil- 
lion dollars  in  story  properties  and  their 
treatments.  We  have  contracted  for  company 
personnel  adequate  to  handle  an  extensive 
program. 

“Until  now,  because  of  organizational  work 
vital  to  our  growth,  it  has  been  possible  to 
produce  but  two  pictures.  Now,  however,  we 
are  ready  to  put  our  plans  to  work.  We  have 


FOR  YOUNG  TALENT— E.  P.  Willcox, 
associate  advertising  director  of  Parents’ 
Magazine,  is  shown  presenting  Howard 
Dietz,  M-G-M  vice-president  in  charge  of 
advertising,  publicity  and  exploitation, 
with  a statuette  awarded  Elizabeth  Tay- 
lor by  Parents’  Magazine  for  the  out- 
standing juvenile  performance  of  the 
year  (1944)  in  “National  Velvet.” 


acquired  a company  structure  able  to  pro- 
duce our  full  program.  But,  unless  there  is 
a change  in  the  approach  to  the'  raw  stock 
problem,  we  will  suffer  severe  punishment 
for  all  the  care,  effort  and  money  that  we 
have  poured  into  our  growth. 

“In  the  final  analysis,  we  are  denied  the 
right  to  reach  maturity  as  a production  com- 
pany, and  only  the  rights  of  the  long  estab- 
lished firms  are  being  protected. 

“This  hidden  discrimination  places  a heavy 
penalty  on  those  who  mixed  responsibility 
and  caution  with  their  enterprise  during 
past  several  years.” 

"One  World"  Fete  Honors 
Zanuck,  Sarnoff,  Cooper 

NEW  YORK — The  American  Nobel  Center 
sponsored  a “One  World”  dinner  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  last  Sunday,  the  birthday  of  Wendell 
Willkie.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th-Fox  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production;  Brig.  Gen. 
David  Sarnoff,  RCA  president,  and  Kent 
Cooper,  Associated  Press  executive  director, 
were  honored  for  their  outstanding  contribu- 
tions to  the  development  of  international  un- 
derstanding. 

The  center  was  recently  incorporated  as  an 
American  memorial  to  Alfred  Nobel,  Swedish 
scientist  and  advocate  of  world  peace.  Honor- 
ary chairmen  of  the  center  are  Sir  Norman 
Angell  and  Dr.  Nicholas  Murray  Butler. 
Among  the  speakers  at  the  dinner  was  Spyros 
P.  Skouras,  20th-Fox  president. 


Gets  Reins  on  "Dolphin  Street" 

Carey  Wilson  has  been  handed  produc- 
tion reins  on  Metro’s  “Green  Dolphin  Street.” 


16mm  Men  Will  Aid 
Seventh  Bond  Drive 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  — The  outstanding 
contribution  of  the  16mm  industry  to  the 
success  of  the  Sixth  War  Loan,  and  plans 
for  even  greater  participation  of  the  small- 
gauge  field  in  the  forthcoming  Seventh  War 
Loan  highlighted  a testimonial  dinner  ten- 
dered by  the  national  war  loan  committee 
at  Hotel  Statler  to  Theodore  Gamble,  war 
finance  director  of  the  treasury  department. 

Gamble  said  audiences  attending  screen- 
ings of  war  loan  subjects  during  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  exceeded  23,000,000.  In  many  cases 
these  audiences  were  drawn  from  war  plants, 
labor  organizations,  farm  groups,  churches, 
schools  and  women’s  organizations,  and  might 
not  have  been  reached  through  any  other 
medium. 

The  following  day  was  devoted  to  a meet- 
ing on  plans  for  the  Seventh  War  Loan.  Pre- 
siding was  J.  Edward  Shugrue,  director  of  the 
motion  picture  and  special  events  section  of 
the  War  Finance  Division,  and  Merriman  H. 
Holtz,  16mm  motion  picture  consultant  to  the 
WFD.  A new  national  16mm  war  loan  com- 
mittee was  elected,  including  representatives 
of  the  industry  as  well  as  educators  and 
other  users  of  small  gauge  films. 

The  officers  who  served  during  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  were  re-elected  for  the  forthcoming 
Seventh.  They  are  Horace  O.  Jones,  Victor 
Animatograph,  chairman;  Murray  Goodman, 
Castle  Films,  secretary,  and  Thomas  Bran- 
don, Brandon  Films,  treasurer. 

Para't  Product,  Sales 
Discussed  at  Dallas 

DALLAS — Discussion  of  forthcoming  prod- 
uct, sales  problems  and  advertising  policies 
featured  the  regional  meeting  held  at  the 
Baker  Hotel  last  week,  and  attended  by 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  distribution 
vice-president;  Robert  M.  Gilham,  advertising 
and  publicity  director,  and  J.  J.  Donohue, 
central  division  manager.  Duke  Clark,  district 
manager,  was  host  at  a luncheon. 

Those  present  at  the  meeting  and  seated  at 
the  speakers’  table  included  Reagan,  Dono- 
hue, Claude  Lee,  Gillham,  Clark,  Karl 
Hoblitzelle,  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  M.  A.  Lightman, 
Ed  Rowley  and  H.  J.  Griffith.  In  addition 
there  were  independent  exhibitors,  executives 
of  many  southwestern  theatre  circuits,  news- 
paper and  tradepaper  representatives  and 
Paramount  branch  managers  and  their  key 
men  from  Oklahoma  City  and  Memphis. 

Loew's  Managers  Shifted; 
Henson  Goes  to  Atlanta 

NEW  YORK — Several  managerial  changes 
have  been  made  in  Loew’s  out-of-town  thea- 
tres by  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  general  manager  of 
the  circuit. 

Frank  Henson,  formerly  at  Loew’s,  Akron, 
has  been  named  manager  of  Loew’s  Grand, 
Atlanta,  replacing  William  Aiken.  Walter 
Kessler,  formerly  at  Loew’s,  Canton,  Ohio, 
takes  over  the  Akron  spot.  Kessler  will  be 
replaced  by  Harry  Klotz,  who  was  transferred 
from  Loew’s  Broad,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Carl  Rogers,  former  manager  of  Loew’s 
Esquire,  Toledo,  goes  to  Loew’s  Broad,  Co- 
lumbus, and  will  be  succeeded  by  Stephen 
Toth,  former  assistant  manager  of  Loew’s 
Valentine,  Toledo.  Dorothy  King,  student  as- 
sistant at  the  Valentine,  will  be  assistant 
manager  of  the  Esquire. 


Perkins  Replaces  Turner 

NEW  YORK — Carleton  S.  Perkins  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  commercial  engineering 
for  Altec  Service  Corp.,  with  headquarters 
in  New  York.  Perkins  replaces  Don  L.  Turner, 
who  resigned. 


Two  Countries  Get  No  Raw  Stock 

Washington — Both  Portugal  and  Argentina,  which  asked  respectively  for  700,000 
and  4,000,000  feet  of  raw  stock  this  quarter,  are  to  receive  exactly  nothing  from  the 
U.S.  government. 

With  clamps  on  tighter  than  ever  before,  the  Foreign  Economic  Administration 
is  being  allotted  59,900,000  feet  this  quarter  for  the  use  of  foreign  nations,  and  all 
film  sent  to  those  areas  is  being  earmarked  for  “combat  use,”  for  newsreels  or  in- 
formational use.  Russia  gets  35,000,000  feet  of  the  amount,  which,  however,  includes 
undelivered  raw  stock  set  aside  in  1944. 
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"The  only  way  to  resist  temptation  is  to  yield  to  it"— 

Prom  DORIAN  GRAY,  Philosopher  of  Pleasure- seekers 
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FRIDAY 
FEB.  23rd 


NEW  YORK  & LOS  ANGELES  TERRITORIES 


(Others  will  be  announced  later) 

IN  NEW  YORK:  M-G-M  SCREEN  ROOM-630  NINTH  AVE.-10:30  a m also  2:30  p.M, 

IN  LOS  ANGELES:  AMBASSADOR  THEATRE,  AMBASSADOR  HOTEL- 1:30  P.  m. 


Retain  Duals  Despite 
The  Longer  Feature 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

“Dual  bills  fluctuate  with  the  running  of 
extra  long  features.  It  started  primarily  with 
the  policy  of  selling  certain  long  features  to 
be  played  on  a single  feature  basis,”  Morgan 
continued.  “The  exhibitor  felt  he  must  round 
out  his  program  with  a good  short  or  shorts. 
He  discovered  the  showmanship  value  of  this 
policy,  so  now  whenever  he  gets  a very  long 
feature,  even  though  it  is  not  sold  on  a 
single  feature  basis,  he  recognizes  the  pos- 
sibilities of  playing  it  on  a single  bill  with 
shorts.  There  are  more  converts  to  this  single 
bill  policy  today  than  there  were  a year  ago. 

“There  is  a definite  tendency  to  eliminate 
the  second  feature  and  build  up  a program 
of  shorts,”  Morgan  concluded,  getting  in  a 
plug  for  his  product!  “This  is  especially  em- 
phasized in  the  case  of  our  two-reel  musicals 
which  have  taken  the  place  of  second  features 
in  all  sections  of  the  country.” 

At  20th-Fox  a sales  department  spokesman 
said  dual  bills  have  decreased  since  the  ad- 
vent of  extra  long  features,  with  a corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  company’s  shorts 
sales,  and  agreed  with  his  fellow  sales  man- 
agers that  dual  bills  fluctuate  with  the  pres- 
ence of  extra  long  pictures. 

“Any  changes  occasioned  by  the  over- 
length feature  are  merely  temporary,”  he  said. 
“If  our  customers  have  to  eliminate  one  fea- 
ture, I’ve  never  known  them  to  adhere  to  a 
single  feature  policy  thereafter.” 

Columbia,  it  was  reported,  has  found  dual 
bills  on  the  decrease  since  super-length  fea- 
tures have  made  their  appearance. 

Kennedy  Is  Commentator 
For  Opening  of  "Co-Pilot" 

MACON,  GA. — John  B.  Kennedy,  news  com- 
mentator, will  make  a special  broadcast  on  a 
198-station  coast  to  coast  hookup  February 
21  in  conjunction  with  the  world  premiere 
of  Warners’  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  at  the 
Grand  Theatre. 

Kennedy  will  interview  Col.  Robert  Lee 
Scott,  author  of  “Co-Pilot”;  Gov.  Ellis  Arnall 
of  Georgia;  Mayor  Charles  Bowden  of  Macon 
and  film  stars  Dennis  Morgan,  Alan  Hale 
and  Janis  Page. 


Bamberger  Using  1931 
Red  Cross  Stamps 

NEW  YORK  — A two-color  Red  Cross 
stamp,  issued  by  the  government  in  1931  to 
commemorate  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
American  Red  Cross,  is  being  used  by  Leon 
Bamberger,  national  campaign  director  of  the 
industry’s  1945  drive,  on  all  his  correspond- 
ence to  drive  chairmen  throughout  the 
country. 

Bamberger  acquired  some  1,500  of  the 
stamps  from  dealers.  The  postmaster  said  re- 
cently that  a new  commemorative  stamp 
would  soon  be  issued  in  honor  of  the  Red 
Cross  blood  plasma  campaign.  An  effort  is 
being  made  to  have  the  date  of  the  new 
issue  coincide  with  the  1945  Red  Cross  war 
fund  week,  March  15-21. 

Mayer  Back  From  Hawaii 
For  Red  Cross  Drive 

NEW  YORK — Arthur  Mayer,  former  WAC 
treasurer,  has  returned  from  Hawaii  to  aid 
in  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
drive.  Mayer,  now  deputy  commissioner  for 
the  American  Red  Cross,  Pacific  Ocean  area, 
will  address  the  lead-off  meeting  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria on  February  20. 

Following  his  New  York  appearance,  Mayer 
will  attend  drive  meetings  in  Chicago,  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland  on  Febru- 
ary 23,  24,  25  and  26,  respectively.  Mayer  is 
in  the  United  States  at  the  special  request  of 
N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national  chairman  for  the 
industry’s  Red  Cross  War  Fund  week  (March 
15  through  21). 

Warners  Appoints  Three 
As  Field  Supervisors 

NEW  YORK — R.  P.  Hagen,  manager  of 
Warners  film  checking  service,  has  appointed 
three  new  field  supervisors. 

E.  A.  Richards,  formerly  assistant  field 
supervisor  in  Denver,  has  been  promoted  to 
field  supervisor  for  the  Salt  Lake  City  and 
Denver  territories,  with  headquarters  in  the 
latter  city. 

J.  J.  Cooney,  formerly  Salt  Lake  City  super- 
visor, becomes  field  supervisor  in  Minne- 
apolis, succeeding  C.  E.  McCarthy. 

V.  J.  Newfield  has  been  appointed  field 
supervisor  for  the  Washington,  D.  C.,  ex- 
change territory,  replacing  R.  S.  Slater. 


Area  Publicity  Heads 
For  Red  Cross  Named 

NEW  YORK — Roster  of  exchange  area  pub- 
licity chairmen  for  the  1945  Red  Cross  drive 
is  composed  of  the  following,  arranged  alpha- 
betically: 

Albany,  Charles  Smakwitz;  Atlanta,  Bill 
Brady;  Boston,  Harry  Browning;  Buffalo, 
Charles  Taylor;  Charlotte,  Roy  Smart;  Chi- 
cago, W.  K.  Hollander;  Cincinnati,  Nate  Wise; 
Cleveland,  E.  J.  Fisher;  Dallas,  Ray  Beall; 
Denver,  Harold  Rice;  Des  Moines,  Dale  Mc- 
Farland; Detroit,  Alice  Gorham;  Indian- 
apolis, Ken  Collins;  Kansas  City,  Jerry  Zig- 
mond;  Los  Angeles,  Seymour  Peiser;  Mem- 
phis, Cecil  Vogel. 

Milwaukee,  Miss  H.  Brunner;  Minneapolis, 
Charles  Winchell;  New  Haven,  Lou  Brown; 
New  Orleans,  Maurice  F.  Barr;  New  York, 
Edward  C.  Dowden;  Oklahoma  City,  Robert 
Busch;  Omaha,  Ted  Emerson;  Philadelphia, 
James  Ashcraft;  Pittsburgh,  James  Totman; 
Portland,  Ore.,  Jack  Matlack;  St.  Louis,  Les 
Kaufman;  Salt  Lake  City,  Helen  Garrity;  San 
Francisco,  Fay  Reeder;  Seattle,  Vic  Gaunt- 
lett;  Washington,  D.  C.,  Frank  LaFalce. 

"National  Velvet"  to  Be 
Sold  as  a Special 

NEW  YORK — As  a result  of  test  engage- 
ments in  ten  cities,  M-G-M  will  sell 
“National  Velvet”  as  a special  on  a separate 
contract,  according  to  William  F.  Rodgers, 
vice-president  and  general  sales  manager. 
This  is  the  third  special  announced  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  the  other  two  having 
been  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  and  “Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis.” 

These  specials  are  exclusive  of  the  com- 
pany’s tenth  block  of  releases  which  recently 
was  increased  to  eight.  The  block  comprises: 
“Keep  Your  Powder  Dry,”  “The  Thin  Man 
Goes  Home,”  “Main  Street  After  Dark,” 
“Music  for  Millions,”  “Blonde  Fever,”  “This 
Man’s  Navy,”  “Between  Two  Women”  and 
“Nothing  But  Trouble.” 


Delay  “Roughly  Speaking" 

NEW  YORK — Tradeshowings  of  “Rough- 
ly Speaking,”  scheduled  for  February  19  by 
Warners,  have  been  changed  to  February  28. 


MOTION  PICTURE 
INDUSTRY  1945 
RED  CROSS 

v WAR  FUND 
2^  WEEK... 
, _ MAR.  15- 
MAR.  21 


KEEP  YOUR  RED  CROSS  AT  HiS  SIDE! 


RED  CROSS 
WAR  FUND  WEEK 


MARCH  15th  thru  21st 


WINNING  RED  CROSS  POSTERS — These  are  the  four  winning-  designs  among  a group  contributed  by  artists  in  home  office 
advertising  departments  of  major  companies.  They  were  chosen  by  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national  chairman;  Si  Fabian  and  Francis 
Harmon  of  WAC,  and  Howard  Bonham  of  the  Red  Cross.  The  drawings  are  by:  (A)  Walter  Hood,  20th-Fox;  (B)  Rico  Tomaso, 
M-G-M;  (C)  Granger  Richardson,  RKO  Theatres;  (D)  Jack  Myers  and  Fred  Small,  Columbia. 
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Larger  Independent  Circuits 
May  Turn  Up  as  "Goats" 

Considerable  emphasis  is  placed  by  de- 
partment of  justice  officials  on  the  need  for 
the  dissolution  of  larger  independent  circuits 
in  order  to  keep  smaller  theatre  operators 
alive.  A further  study  of  the  injunction  plea 
submitted  by  the  government  in  its  antitrust 
action  against  the  eight  major  film  com- 
panies, points  up  the  statement  that  “inso- 
far as  the  clearance  abuses  inherent  in  the 
suppression  of  the  business  of  smaller  inde- 
pendent operators  by  large  independent  cir- 
cuits are  concerned,  the  plaintiff  believes 
that  the  ultimate  relief  required  to  obviate 
such  violations  lies  in  the  dissolution  of  such 
circuits.” 

That  the  DofJ  might  have  been  inspired 
to  greater  leniency  with  the  defendant  com- 
panies is  indicated  by  one  government  of- 
ficial who  stated  that  the  government’s  hand 
was  forced  because  so  many  clearance  cases 
have  been  put  up  for  arbitration  after  the 
consent  decree  authorized  this  form  of  ad- 
judication, pending  final  disposition  of  the 
suit  in  the  courts.  Under  the  circumstances, 
it  was  stated,  the  government  felt  it  had  no 
recourse  other  than  to  press  the  issue  as 
much  as  possible. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  govern- 
ment injunction  plea  also  adds  that  “the 
problem  with  which  we  are  immediately  con- 
cerned is  the  extent  to  which  the  five  thea- 
tre-owning distributors  restrict  the  terms  on 
which  their  films  are  made  available  to  com- 
petitive theatres  by  license  agreements  made 
with  their  theatres  and  theatres  unaffiliated 
with  them.  If  no  limitation  is  placed  on  the 
use  of  such  restrictions,  it  is  self-evident  that 
they  will  be  used  to  promote  the  business  of 
those  distributors,  their  theatre  affiliates  and 
other  theatre  circuits  with  large  film  buying 
power  at  the  expense  of  the  small  indepen- 
dent theatre  operators.” 

Echoes  of  an  earlier  antitrust  action  by 
the  federal  government  are  sounded  in  the 
brief’s  mention  of  the  suit  brought  in  1915 
against  the  Motion  Picture  Patents  Co.  In 
that  action,  the  government  succeeded  in  dis- 
solving a combination  of  film  distributors  and 
projection  equipment  manufacturers  which 
“had  effectively  monopolized  the  motion  pic- 
ture business  as  it  then  existed  by  use  of 
patent  licensing  restrictions.”  It  was  this 
action,  spearheaded  by  the  late  Carl  Laem- 
mle’s  battle  against  the  Motion  Picture  Pat- 
ents Co.,  that  helped  open  wide  the  doors  of 
motion  picture  production  and  exhibition,  to 
enhance  its  development  into  the  mammoth 
industry  which  again  engages  the  attention 
of  the  department  of  justice. 

Exhibitors'  7th  Loan  Role 
To  Be  Emphasized  Sharply 

Following  the  appointment  of  Samuel  Pin- 
anski  of  M&P  Theatres  in  Boston,  as  in- 
dustry drive  chairman,  the  treasury  depart- 
ment will  give  the  industry  an  even  more 
important  role  to  play  in  the  forthcoming 
Seventh  War  Loan  drive,  scheduled  to  get 
under  way  in  May.  A treasury  department 
official  commented  that  exhibitors  have  dem- 
onstrated their  importance  to  the  war  effort 
in  bond-selling  campaigns  and  this  im- 
portance will  be  emphasized  to  other  govern- 
ment agencies.  It  is  believed  here  that  the 
treasury  department’s  report  on  the  film  in- 
dustry’s role  in  bond  campaigns  may  have 
its  effect  upon  decisions  concerning  any 
labor  drafting  of  theatre  personnel. 

Exhibitor  cooperation  in  previous  war  bond 
drives  has  made  their  activities,  from  the 


By  AL  SHERMAN 

standpoint  of  direct  selling  to  the  public,  of 
vital  importance  to  these  campaigns,  accord- 
ing to  a treasury  department  report.  Theatres 
have  been  a major  factor  in  the  disposal  of 
lower-denomination  bonds  with  the  resultant 
greater  participation  by  the  public  in  such 
drives.  It  is  this  factor,  as  well  as  the  other 
cooperative  campaigns  participated  in  by  ex- 
hibitors, that  is  prompting  treasury  depart- 
ment officials  to  emphasize  the  importance 
of  theatre  personnel  in  supporting  the  war. 

Local  Transit  Breakdowns 
May  Affect  Film  Grosses 

Local  transit  systems  in  Chicago,  Cleve- 
land, New  York,  San  Francisco  and  other 
major  industrial  centers  face  complete  break- 
downs in  service,  the  ODT  warns,  with  a 
consequent  effect  upon  business  activity  in 
these  cities.  Col.  J.  Munroe  Johnson,  direc- 
tor of  the  ODT,  issued  a statement  urging 
greater  public  cooperation  in  the  use  of  pub- 
lic transit  vehicles,  stating  that  “overcrowd- 
ing on  transportation  lines  no  longer  is  a local 
problem  peculiar  to  scattered  communities 
but  is  general  throughout  the  country,”  and 
added: 

“There  simply  aren’t  enough  transit  ve- 
hicles nor  enough  manpower  to  adequately 
operate,  service  and  maintain  the  fleets,  nor 
even  enough  parts  and  tires  to  provide  the 
transit  service  now  demanded.” 

An  ODT  spokesman  gave  further  emphasis 
to  the  possible  drastic  effect  of  a transit 
breakdown  upon  business  by  stating  that  most 
commercial  enterprises,  including  theatres, 
would  face  complete  shutdowns  if  public 
transportation  failed  to  function. 

It  is  further  stated  that  theatres  and  other 
public  places  could  cooperate  by  posting  the 
ODT  transit  riders’  creed  in  a prominent 
place.  The  creed,  embodying  seven  points, 
asks  the  public  to  keep  off  buses  and  cars 
during  rush  hours  except  to  and  from  work; 
have  exact  fare  ready;  move  to  the  rear;  ride 
rail  cars  instead  of  buses  when  possible  (it 
saves  gas  and  tires) ; try  to  have  working 
hours  staggered;  walk  whenever  possible; 
share  your  auto. 

Looser  RFC  Purse  Strings 
May  Hypo  Postwar  Films 

No  matter  who  takes  over  the  Reconstruc- 
tion Finance  Corp.,  the  guiding  head  will  be 
an  individual  who  will  carry  out  President 
Roosevelt’s  determined  desire  to  avoid  post- 
war financial  headaches.  Whether  Henry 
Wallace  holds  onto  RFC  as  secretary  of  com- 
merce or  whether  it  is  turned  over  to  someone 
else,  whoever  heads  the  nation’s  largest  loan 
agency  will  be  someone  with  an  eye  and  un- 
derstanding of  the  problems  of  small  busi- 
ness and  the  need  for  job-security  and  busi- 
ness opportunities  for  returning  veterans. 

Despite  the  reluctance  of  Congress,  at  this 
late  date,  to  give  RFC  any  more  authority 
than  it  now  has,  there  is  little  doubt  that  RFC 
will  have  billions  of  dollars  at  its  disposal 
to  aid  business.  Most  of  this  money  will  be 
earmarked  for  those  industries  that,  in  the 
aggregate,  are  large  employers  of  labor  or 
with  a direct  approach  to  the  public.  In  the 
latter  category,  motion  picture  exhibition,  as 
well  as  production,  shares  first  place  with 
newspapers. 

As  department  of  commerce  head,  Wallace 
undoubtedly  will  swing  his  influence  around 
to  foster  those  industries,  such  as  films,  that, 
in  turn,  will  cooperate  in  aiding  him  to 
promulgate  his  belief  that  60,000,000  jobs  are 
vital  to  the  nation’s  financial  well  being. 


Whether  he  is  actively  in  control  of  RFC 
or  not,  there  is  no  denying  that  Wallace  will 
exert  considerable  influence  upon  RFC 
policies. 

The  department  of  commerce  will  have  to 
maintain  a tight  hold  upon  all  business  ac- 
tivity, especially  as  it  affects  the  postwar 
period,  if  financial  strain  is  to  be  eased  dur- 
ing those  trying  days.  Government  loans 
and  credit  undoubtedly  will  go,  to  some  de- 
gree, to  exhibitors  whose  planned  expansion 
activities  are  beyond  blueprint  stages,  it  was 
stated  here.  There  will  be  considerable  em- 
phasis upon  government  loans  for  those  thea- 
tre activities  that  encompass  neighborhood  or 
shopping  units.  One  of  the  reasons  advanced 
for  this  interest  is  the  fact  that  such  units 
entail  a furtherance  of  full  commercial  ac- 
tivity with  the  consequent  employment  of 
larger  numbers  of  workers. 

Have  You  a Tax  Expert 
In  Your  Showhouse? 

If  you  have  a tax  expert  lurking  around 
somewhere,  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue 
asks  that  you  please  get  him  to  work  for 
you  now.  What  with  the  manpower  shortage 
and  added  wartime  duties,  the  bureau  is  being 
kept  busier  than  ever.  So  if  you’ll  get  your 
return  in  as  early  as  possible,  you’ll  be  doing 
a lot  to  help  in  the  war  effort. 

WPB  Scolds  Theatres,  Others, 
For  Brownout  Failure 

The  War  Production  Board  is  urging  local 
police  and  other  enforcement  bodies  to  com- 
pel a greater  observance  of  brownout  regu- 
lations imposed  by  the  board  in  order  to  con- 
serve coal.  A survey  made  by  WPB  com- 
pliance officials  of  more  than  40  large  cities, 
revealed  that  Washington  was  the  worst  of- 
fender. In  listing  the  establishments  guilty 
of  violations  of  the  order,  the  WPB  named 
gasoline  stations  and  store  windows  as  first 
and  then  smacked  theatres,  banks  and  shop- 
ping centers  as  other  offenders.  Most  of  the 
violations  centered  around  neighborhood 
areas,  while  downtown  Washington  had  few 
violations  listed. 

The  survey  further  stated  that  only  one 
violation  was  turned  up  in  Philadelphia,  while 
Boston  had  none,  which  may  be  indicative  of 
the  early  nocturnal  habits  of  these  cities. 
Stay-up-late  New  York,  accustomed  in  the 
past  to  somewhat  stringent  blackout  regula- 
tions, reported  a mere  handful  of  violations. 

JVe  Heard: 

That  John  Allen,  M-G-M  branch  man- 
ager and  chairman  of  the  WAC  distribu- 
tors’ committee,  has  some  exciting  plans 
for  exchange  participation  in  war  drives, 
including  coordination  of  territorial  as- 
signments of  subchairmen  to  coincide 
with  treasury  department  regional  set- 
ups; 

That  Ray  Bell,  ex-film  publicist  and 
PCA  public  relations  dynamo,  is  spark- 
plugging  this  fund  drive  for  the  National 
Symphony  Orchestra  here; 

That  Lauren  Bacall,  thanks  to  War- 
ners’ Frank  LaFalce  and  his  cohorts, 
scored  a publicity  hit  because  Vice-Presi- 
dent Harry  Truman  likes  to  play  the 
piano  at  the  drop  of  a note; 

That  a well-known  Hollywood  personal- 
ity may  star  in  the  first  production 
planned  by  the  newly-organized  Munici- 
pal Theatre,  scheduled  to  be  held  in  the 
outdoors  Sylvan  Theatre; 

That  some  of  the  local  politicos  are 
upset  because  a theatre  circuit  executive 
here  is  under  orders  not  to  cooperate  with 
Municipal  Theatre  supporters; 

That  Fred  Bund,  newly-appointed  head 
of  the  Army  Motion  Picture  Service,  is 
doing  a swell  job  in  a difficult  spot. 
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SIGN  THAT  PLEDGE  CARD! 
RBD  CROSS  DRIVE  — MARCH  15-21 


Columbia  Stockholders'  Melon; 
Dividend  Is  Coming  on  May  5 

A melon  has  been  carved  for  Columbia 
stockholders.  At  a meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  held  at  the  Gower  Street  studio,  a 
stock  dividend  of  two  and  one-half  per  cent 
was  declared.  The  dividend  is  payable  May 
9,  1945,  to  holders  of  common  stock  of  record, 
Apr.  24,  1945. 

Litigant  in  le  Affaire  Chaplin 
Will  Be  Starred  in  a Picture 

Just  to  prove  that  the  avenues  to  a screen 
career  still  are  varied  and  sometimes  devious, 
Joan  Barry,  the  widely-publicized  femme  liti- 
gant in  le  affaire  Charles  Chaplin,  is  to  be 
starred  in  a picture.  Miss  Barry,  who  has  been 
asuein’  in  an  attempt  to  prove  that  Comedian 
Chaplin  is  the  father  of  her  chee — ild,  <has 
been  signed  to  star  in  a picture  by  Richard 
Monroe  and  George  Van  Marter,  newcomers 
to  the  production  scene.  They  are  negotiat- 
ing with  Monogram  to  release  the  feature  and 
a qualified  spokesman  for  that  studio  opined 
that  the  deal  probably  would  jell. 

Eustace  V.  D'Souza  Appointed 
Warner  Bros.  Head  in  China 

An  announcement  from  Warners  studio 
reveals  that  Eustace  V.  D’Souza  has  been 
appointed  Warner  Bros,  manager  for  China, 
succeeding  James  A.  David.  D’Souza  is  now 
in  Chungking. 

RKO  Radio  Buys  From  Vicki  Baum 
Her  "Mexican  Merry-Go-Round" 

The  good  neighbor  policy  continues  to  as- 
sert its  effect  on  production  plans  and  still 
another  picture  with  a “Mexican”  title  has 
been  added  to  the  film  capital’s  agenda,  which 
already  boasts  several  pictures  with  such 
tags.  RKO  Radio  purchased  from  Vicki 
Baum  her  original,  “Mexican  Merry-Go- 
Round,”  and  it  was  assigned  to  Robert  Fel- 
lows for  production. 

Several  other  story  buys  were  recorded 
during  the  week: 

“Serenade,”  by  James  M.  Cain,  was  pur- 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

chased  by  Warners  and  added  to  Jerry  Wald’s 
production  schedule  . . . Paramount  closed  a 
deal  for  screen  rights  to  the  Norman  Krasna 
play,  “Dear  Ruth,”  it  was  announced  by  Henry 
Ginsberg,  studio  head.  It  will  be  filmed  with 
either  Paulette  Goddard  or  Joan  Caulfield 
playing  the  older  sister,  and  either  Diana 
Lynn  or  Mona  Freeman  as  the  younger  sister, 
and  with  Sonny  Tufts  in  the  male  star  role. 
The  play  deals  with  the  complications  ensuing 
when  an  army  lieutenant  arrives  from  over- 
seas to  marry  a girl  with  whom  he  mis- 
takenly believes  he  has  been  carrying  on  a 
passionate  correspondence. 

Producer  James  S.  Burkett  bought  “Earth- 
quake,” a futuristic  novel  by  Erik  Benson- 
Hurst,  and  plans  to  make  the  feature  in  third 
dimension  as  well  as  in  color.  Burkett,  who 
makes  the  Tugboat  Annie  series  for  Re- 
public and  the  Charlie  Chan  pictures  for 
Monogram,  will  produce  “Earthquake”  in- 
dependently . . . Universal  purchased  “The 
Knave  of  Diamonds,”  a novel  with  a New 
York  background,  by  Percy  Marks.  Joan 
Harrison  will  produce.  It  is  about  a master 
thief  who  robs  the  rich  to  give  to  the  poor 
. . . “Payment  Due,”  original  psychological 
drama  by  Bert  Hodgson,  was  acquired  by 
King  Bros.,  Monogram  producers,  and  will  be 
released  as  a part  of  the  1944-45  program. 

Western  Star  Gene  Autry  Loses 
Round  in  Fight  With  Republic 

Western  Star  Gene  Autry  has  lost  a round 
in  his  fight  for  relief  from  his  contract  with 
Republic.  Superior  Judge  Charles  E.  Haas, 
before  whom  Autry’s  suit  was  heard,  handed 
down  an  opinion  denying  the  actor’s  plea. 

Judge  Haas  ruled  that  the  actor  was  bound 
under  the  terms  of  his  contract  to  appear 
in  all  pictures  assigned  to  him  in  official 
notifications  prior  to  Aug.  1,  1942;  that  the 
plaintiff  is  still  in  the  employ  of  the  studio 
and  will  be  until  he  completes  his  contract, 
despite  his  leave  of  absence  for  service  in  the 
army. 

It  was  thought  certain  that  Autry’s  attor- 
neys would  appeal  from  the  decision,  which 


was  eyed  by  Hollywood  with  extraordinary  in- 
terest because  of  the  effect  that  it  might  have 
on  other  and  similar  situations. 

Mary  Pickford  Is  Going  Ahead 
On  "One  Touch  of  Venus"  Plans 

Like  Mark  Twain’s  reported  demise,  great- 
ly exaggerated  seem  the  printed  reports  that 
Mary  Pickford  will  shelve  her  production 
plans  because  of  curtailment  of  film  stock. 
Miss  Pickford  is  currently  at  the  Goldwyn 
Studio  conferring  with  Sam  Coslow  and 
Dwight  Taylor,  who  will  respectively  produce 
and  write  the  screenplay  of  “One  Touch  of 
Venus,”  definitely  set  to  start  June  15.  A 
preliminary  reported  budget  of  $2,000,000  has 
been  set  on  the  film  and  it  will  be  photo- 
graphed in  Technicolor,  the  United  Artist 
producer-owner  declares. 

Smiley  Burnette  to  Henceforth 
Ride  for  El  Rancho  Columbia 

Smiley  (No  Longer  to  Be  Known  as  Frog) 
Burnette  will  henceforth  riae  for  Rancho  Co- 
lumbia. The  western  character  star  has  been 
signed  to  a contract  that  calls  for  him  to 
appear  in  eight  pictures  a year  for  three  years. 
He  will  be  costarred  in  all  of  them  with 
Charles  Starrett.  For  his  Columbia  pictures, 
Burnette  will  drop  the  character  name, 
“Frog,”  and  instead  he  will  be  established  in 
each  feature  as  a character  named  “Smiley.” 
He  will  continue  to  use  his  horse,  “Black- 
Eyed  Nellie.” 

Next  season’s  program  of  Starrett-Bumette 
starrers  will  be  a continuation  of  the  Du- 
rango Kid  series. 

"Army  Brat"  and  "Young  Bess" 

On  Leo's  Production  Slate 

Executive  and  creative  assignments  at 
Metro  revealed  two  newcomers  to  Leo’s  pro- 
duction slate.  O.  O.  Dull  was  handed  pro- 
duction chore  on  the  picturization  of  a novel 
by  Thomas  D.  Wadelton  jr.,  “Army  Brat.” 
Joseph  Harrington  was  signed  to  do  the 
script.  Picture  tells  the  story  of  a boy  who 
is  raised  on  army  posts.  The  second  is 
“Young  Bess,”  the  story  of  the  young  Queen 
Elizabeth  which  Sidney  Franklin  will  pro- 
duce. Jan  Lustig  and  Katherine  Ann  Porter 
are  scripting.  “Young  Bess”  was  authored  by 
Margaret  Irwin  and  was  published  originally 
in  England. 


BLUE  RIBBON  DAY  ON  METRO  LOT — Once  again  it  was  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  day  on  the  Metro  lot  when  the  plaques 
were  distributed  to  top  members  of  the  cast  and  crew  of  “Mrs.  Parkington,”  which  the  National  Screen  Council  voted  the  best  pic- 
ture released  during  December  of  1944.  Here  proudly  displaying  their  respective  plaques  are  Stars  Greer  Garson  and  Edward  Arnold 
and  the  winning  film’s  producer,  Leon  Gordon. 
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Asior  Theatre  Beauties 
Stun  Roving  Reporter 

By  PAUL  PEREZ 

NEW  YORK — It  was  snowing  and  hailing 
like  all  get  out  when  the  boss  turned  to  us 
and  said:  “There’s  some  sort  of  shindig  at 
the  Astor  around  noon.  See  if  there’s  a story 
in  it.”  “Gosh,  boss”  (we  indicated  the  blizzard 
outside),  “you  wouldn’t  send  a dog  out  on  a 
day  like  this  . . “Wouldn’t  I?”  he  said,  add- 
ing: “Get  going!”  “Astor  Hotel  or  theatre?” 
we  asked.  “Both,”  said  he,  “Sam  Goldwyn’s 
throwing  a lunch  at  the  hotel  . . .” 

“Seems  wasteful,”  we  broke  in,  “and  any- 
way, food  shortage  or  not,  they  always  serve 
black  coffee  at  these  luncheons;  it’ll  keep  us 
awake  all  afternoon.”  “Lunch  at  the  hotel,” 
the  boss  continued,  ignoring  my  interrup- 
tion, “and  beauty  contest  at  the  theatre.” 
“Beauty  contest!”  we  yelped,  half  way  out  of 
the  office  and  into  the  elevator.  “Why  didn’t 
you  say  so  in  the  first  place?” 

Putting  Oomph  Into  the  Astor 

In  the  taxi  we  glanced  through  a couple  of 
mimeographed  press  releases  on  the  stunt. 
Seems  that  Sam  Goldwyn,  what  with  dolling 
up  his  and  David  Selznick’s  newly-acquired 
Astor  Theatre,  thought  he  ought  also  to 
glamorize  the  staff  for  the  opening  of  Bob 
Hope’s  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate.”  So  he’d 
sent  out  a call  through  Actors  Equity  as  well 
as  Model  Service  for  a score  of  their  most 
beautiful  gals  to  serve  as  usherettes,  cashiers, 
assistant  managers  and  “doorwomen”  during 
the  run  of  the  picture. 

It  was  still  snowing  cats  and  dogs  when 
the  taxi  reached  the  theatre.  Alighting,  we 
paid  the  driver.  We  crossed  the  sidewalk  and 
came  smack  up  against  the  darnedest  con- 
glomeration of  scaffolding,  ladders,  catwalks, 
paint  buckets,  tool  chests  and  kindred  im- 
pedimenta we’d  ever  seen. 

The  Astor  was  in  the  final  throes  of  hav- 
ing its  facade  lifted,  the  boxoffice  had  been 
enlarged,  metal  workers  were  putting  new 
brass  strips  on  all  lobby  doors,  workmen  were 
installing  new  tiles  and  lighting  fixtures  in 
the  foyer,  and  the  auditorium  proper  had 
reached  the  last  stages  of  reupholstering,  re- 
carpeting, redraping,  repainting  and  restoring 
from  top  to  bottom.  When  Samuel  Goldwyn 
glorifies  anything,  brother,  he  glorifies  it! 
Only  one  thing  hadn’t  been  beautified — the 
work  gang. 

Because  of  the  cluttered  condition  of  the 
Astor,  a press  agent  told  us,  the  judging  of 
the  models  would  be  held  at  the  Victoria 
Theatre,  a few  doors  away.  Dodging  swing- 
ing paint  buckets  and  ducking  under  lad- 
ders we  lightly  tripped  over  a press  camera 
tripod  and  made  our  way  out  into  the  bliz- 
zard. Mushing  northward  we  arrived  at  the 
Victoria,  where  a score  of  slick  chicks  waited 
. . . waited  . . . waited  to  see  who’d  win  the 
coveted  title  of  “Miss  Astor  Theatre  Orches- 
tra Center  Aisle  Usher”  for  1945. 

Free  Plug  for  Brooks  Uniform 

An  assistant  press  agent  herded  the  models 
backstage  into  a dressing  room  where  a Mrs. 
Jones  showed  them  how  to  put  on  makeup — 
as  if  they  didn’t  know  how  already — the  same 
makeup,  the  assistant  press  agent  said  im- 
pressively, to  which  Virginia  Mayo,  another 
Goldwyn  find,  no  doubt  attributed  much  of 
her  success  in  landing  the  feminine  lead  in 
Bob  Hope’s  latest  Technicolor  opus.  Properly 
cosmeticated,  the  girls  now  donned  their 
usherette  uniforms,  “designed,”  the  assistant 
press  agent  confided,  “by  one  of  the  better- 
known  couturiers,”  couturier  being  press 
agent  talk  for  the  Brooks  Uniform  Co.  The 
girls  had  trouble  getting  into  their  uniforms. 
We  started  to  help  ' . . 

Picking  ourself  up  from  the  foot  of  the 
iron  staircase  down  which  we  had  been 
dropped,  we  looked  around.  On  the  flaky, 


THEY’RE  ASTOR  USHERETTES— Sam  Goldwyn  looks  over  the  beauties 
chosen  to  guide  patrons  to  their  seats  during  the  Broadway  engagement  of  “The 
Princess  and  the  Pirate.” 


whitewashed  wall  were  penciled  phrases,  lit- 
erary outpourings  of  some  bespangled  intel- 
lectual from  a bygone  chorus:  “Amy  Fong 
is  a Foo  de  Goo  . . . June  Mara  is  beautiful 
. . . Jeanette  stinks  . . .” 

Our  research  into  the  realm  of  prose  ended 
with  the  arrival  of  about  20  cameramen  and 
a dozen  reporters,  all  talking  at  once:  “What’s 
this  all  about?”  . . . “Gotta  get  a little  leg 
art!”  “We  need  a cheese  shot!”  One  press 
photographer  arrived  a few  minutes  late,  ex- 
plained there’d  been  a fire  in  a nearby  res- 
taurant, added.  “I  should  waste  time  on  a 
fire,  when  there  are  girls  to  be  covered!” 
The  next  few  minutes  were  spent  shooting 
the  gals  from  various  angles.  One  dauntless 
cameraman,  risking  suspension  from  the 
Press  Photographers  Guild,  took  a picture 
without  showing  a single  girl’s  leg  (or  any 
married  girl’s,  either,  if  there  were  any  such 
in  the  group). 

Is  Goldwyn  Known  as  “Metro”? 

From  the  theatre  the  girls  plodded  through 
slush  and  sleet  across  the  street  to  the  Astor 
Hotel,  there  to  meet  and  eat  with  Samuel 
Goldwyn.  En  route,  two  of  them  confided  to 
us  they  had  taken  the  usherette  jobs  for  less 
than  they  earned  as  models,  in  the  hope  of 
catching  the  producer’s  eye  and,  Goldwyn 
willing,  perhaps  attaining  stardom.  Arriving 
at  the  Yacht  room  of  the  Astor  they  posed 
for  more  pictures,  this  time  with  Goldwyn. 
There  were  20  girls  and  20  photographers — 
a cameraman  for  each  girl.  No  Hollywood 
star  could  ask  for  more. 

Going  into  lunch,  a pretty  blonde  gravely 
asked  us:  “What’s  Mr.  Goldwyn’s  first  name? 
Metro?”  Evidently  the  blonde  wasn’t  averse 
to  publicity,  beause,  noting  our  amusement 
as  we  jotted  down  her  quip,  she  later  pulled 
the  same  line  on  each  of  the  other  press  men 
present. 

Luncheon  over,  Goldwyn  introduced  his 
new  Technicolleen,  Virginia  Mayo — formerly 
in  one  of  Billy  Rose’s  shows  and  now  playing 
leads  opposite  Bob  Hope  and  Danny  Kaye, 
respectively — and  said  he  wished  all  the  other 
attractive  young  ladies  present  a like  success. 

With  Goldwyn’s  words  still  ringing  in  their 
ears,  the  20  models  served  as  usherettes  at 
the  smash  opening — and  it  was  a smash! — at 
his  resplendently  remodeled  Astor  Theatre. 
They  loved  their  jobs,  loved  the  picture,  loved 
Bob  Hope,  loved  Virginia  Mayo,  loved  Mr. 
Goldwyn. 

However  . . . although  they  didn’t  say  so 
in  that  many  words  ...  if  they  didn’t  get  a 
screen  test  within  a week  or  two,  Mr.  Gold- 
wyn had  better  start  looking  for  a new  staff 
of  usherettes  for  the  Astor. 

However,  leave  it  to  Sam.  Even  if  he  did 
have  to  find  a new  crew,  he’d  grab  a lot  of 
extra  publicity  space  in  the  bargain. 


Buchanan  Gets  UA 
Ad-Publicity  Post 

NEW  YORK — Barry  Buchanan  has  been 
named  director  of  advertising  and  publicity 
for  UA  by  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution.  For  the  last  two 
years  special  coordinator  between  the  U.S. 
treasury  department  and  the  motion  picture 
industry,  Buchanan  resigned  from  govern- 
ment service  to  accept  the  UA  post.  Appoint- 
ment was  effective  Thursday. 

Buchanan’s  work  with  the  treasury  depart- 
ment was  concerned  with  the  film  industry’s 
part  in  all  the  war  bond  campaigns.  For 
the  last  year  he  has  worked  out  of  Hollywood 
headquarters  directing  the  activities  of  the 
screen  stars  in  the  drives. 

Buchanan  had  been  with  the  Shuberts, 
served  as  a public  relations  director  for  the 
New  York  world’s  fair  in  1939-40,  and  spent 
several  years  with  the  Ringling  Bros,  circus. 
After  Pearl  Harbor,  he  was  chosen  by  the 
treasury  department  as  field  director  of  na- 
tional exploitation  in  promoting  the  sale  of 
war  bonds. 

Sears  declared  that  there  were  no  further 
changes  contemplated  in  the  publicity  and 
advertising  departments  at  UA. 

Wac  Recruiting  Trailer 
Goes  Into  Circulation 

NEW  YORK — A one-minute  recruiting 
trailer  for  the  Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt  jr. 
company  of  the  Wacs  has  been  approved  for 
distribution  by  WAC  during  February.  Title 
is  “This  Is  Right  . . . Let’s  Go,”  and  is  an 
appeal  to  the  women  of  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey and  Delaware  to  enlist  as  medical  tech- 
nicians in  army  hospitals. 

The  short  was  produced  by  National  Screen 
at  the  request  of  the  Second  service  com- 
mand. The  film  is  being  shown  in  this  area 
by  Loew’s,  RKO,  Skouras,  Century,  Rand- 
force,  Brandt,  Joelson,  Interboro,  Rugoff  & 
Becker  and  Cinema  circuits. 

R.  T.  Murphy  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Theatre  in  Buffalo  is  handling  distribution 
in  that  area.  C.  J.  Latta  of  Warners  is  super- 
vising the  Albany  district,  Lete  J.  Hill  of  War- 
ners the  northern  New  Jersey  area  and  Ulrik 
Smith  of  Paramount  the  southern  New  Jer- 
sey and  Delaware  districts. 


Henie  Tradeshows  Feb.  26-27 

NEW  YORK — International  Pictures  “It’s 
a Pleasure,”  starring  Sonja  Henie,  will  be 
tradeshown  nationally  February  26  and  27. 
The  picture  will  be  released  by  RKO  Radio. 
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Dear  "Boxoffice"  Magazine: 

How  did  you  manage  to  pac 
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Paramount  Pictures  Inc. 


NATIONAL  THEATRES’  EXECUTIVES  ON  COAST— Between  huddles,  the 
camera  man  caught  this  shot  of  National  Theatres  executives  who  were  assembled 
at  the  company’s  Los  Angeles  headquarters  for  their  annual  five-day  conference: 

Standing,  1.  to  r.:  George  Bowser,  general  manager,  Fox  West  Coast  Theatres; 
Andy  Krappman,  southern  California  division  manager,  FWC;  B.  V.  Sturdivant, 
northern  California  division  manager,  FWC;  Frank  L.  Newman  sr.  president,  Ever- 
green State  Theatres;  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  president,  Fox  Wisconsin  Theatres. 
Seated:  Frank  Ricketson  jr„  president,  National  Theatres;  E.  C.  Rhoden,  presi- 
dent, Fox  Midwest  Theatres. 


Prefabricated  Steel  Showhouses  Plan 
Of  National  Theatres  After  the  War 


LOS  ANGELES — Prefabricated  steel  thea- 
tres and  the  part  they  will  play  in  postwar 
expansion  of  exhibition  in  America  com- 
manded the  interest  of  National  Theatres 
executives  who  assembled  here  for  their  five- 
day  annual  meeting  held  in  the  offices  of 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  NT  president. 

On  display  at  the  conferences  were  two 
models  of  such  houses  designed  and  built  to 
scale  by  Skouras’  aides  during  the  past  six 
months.  Exhibited  were  a 1,200-seat  stadium- 
type  theatre  and  a 900-seat  one-floor,  four- 
aisle  houses,  complete  in  every  detail  from 
decorations  and  soundproofing  to  wiring, 
marquee  and  tiling. 

Each  of  the  model  houses  was  equipped 
with  television  reception  towers  and  me- 
chanical siiace  to  accommodate  future  de- 
velopments in  the  theatre-television  field. 

Fire  and  Earthquake  Proof 

Theatres  of  this  type,  to  be  constructed 
by  the  organization  in  its  operating  areas 
when  steel  and  aluminum  become  available, 
will  be  fire  and  earthquake  proof,  termite 
free,  insulated  for  warmth  and  cooling 
throughout  and  will  comply  with  all  building 
regulations. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  prefabricated 
theatre  may  serve  effectively  in  postwar  for- 
eign expansion,  as  a complete  theatre  may 
be  shipped  by  rail  in  four  freight  cars  or  by 
boat,  and  erected  ready  for  business  on  a 
designated  location  in  a short  period  of  time. 

As  a forerunner  to  large  scale  prefabricated 
construction,  Skouras  announced,  the  com- 
pany will  erect  and  operate  three  experi- 
mental houses  for  study  and  further  improve- 
ments as  soon  as  possible. 

Other  highlights  of  the  discussions  among 
the  circuit  officials  included  Latin  American 
expansion,  television,  and  the  continuance  of 
public  service  activities  by  the  organization 
in  the  forthcoming  >,eace  years. 

Dimes  Drive  Totals  Larger 

As  an  example  of  what  the  theatres  can 
do  on  the  home  front,  Skouras  pointed  out 
that  the  March  of  Dimes  drive  in  1945  had 
reached  a total,  in  the  NT  circuit,  of  $526,000 
against  $415,000  in  1944. 

He  said  that  the  theatres’  activities  had 


produced  more  bond  sales  in  each  succeeding 
war  bond  drive  and  that  he  expected  an  even 
finer  result  in  the  Seventh  War  Loan  and 
each  war  loan  to  follow.  The  theatres’  obli- 
gation to  the  community  will  be  as  important 
and  vital  in  postwar  and  readjustment  days, 
he  said.  Every  manager  in  the  circuit  has 
an  obligation  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  in 
any  capacity  that  makes  for  a better  and  a 
happier  community,  Skouras  added. 

“Television,”  the  NT  president  stated,  “may 
occupy  a very  vital  position  in  the  future  of 
our  business.  We  have  been  keeping  up  with 
all  developments  in  the  science  for  a long 
time  now.  Its  possible  and  probable  future 
has  long  been  recognized  by  us  as  a milestone 
that  may  change  the  business  as  radically  as 
did  talking  pictures. 

“At  any  rate,  when  television  comes,  Na- 
tional Theatres  will  be  ready  for  it.  Pre- 
paratory to  our  becoming  actively  engaged 
in  it  we  are  organizing  a permanent  television 
department  to  meet  specific  theatre  needs.” 

McCullough  to  Video  Department 

In  charge  of  the  new  department,  he  an- 
nounced, will  be  R.  H.  McCullough,  for  many 
years  in  charge  of  the  Fox  West  Coast  main- 
tenance and  purchasing  departments.  Mc- 
Cullough, by  profession  an  electrical  engi- 
neer, has  been  consulting  with  television 
engineers  and  researchers  for  the  last  two 
years  and  has  participated  in  much  experi- 
mental work. 

Recently,  top  NT  officials  met  at  Schenec- 
tady for  a week  of  discussions  with  RCA 
representatives  relative  to  present  equipment 
and  facilities. 

Expansion  to  the  Latin  American  nations 
after  the  war  has  been  thoroughly  studied 
also  during  the  past  year  by  the  circuit,  it  was 
revealed  by  Skouras. 

No  definite  steps  have  as  yet  been  taken 
nor  have  any  specific  plans  been  laid  for  the 
circuit’s  extension  of  operations  south  of  the 
border. 

However,  in  recognition  of  the  theatre  pos- 
sibilities in  these  areas,  Skouras  recently  as- 
signed B.  V.  Sturdivant,  northern  California 
division  manager  for  FWC;  T.  H.  Sword  of 
the  legal  department  and  George  Curti,  film 
department,  to  make  an  extensive  study  of 


the  field.  The  trio  returned  recently  from 
a ten-day  Mexican  visit  to  make  further, 
first-hand  observations  of  Latin  American 
phases  of  operation,  policy,  film  availabili- 
ties and  government  regulations. 

Attending  the  NT  conferences  were: 

LOS  ANGELES:  Charles  P.  Skouras,  presi- 
dent, National  Theatres;  Harry  Cox,  vice- 
president  and  treasurer,  NT;  George  Bowser, 
general  manager,  FWC  Theatres;  A.  J. 
Krappman,  division  manager,  southern  Cali- 
fornia, FWC;  Allan  May;  John  Lavery;  Tom 
Page;  Cullen  Espy;  M.  A.  Lundgren;  Paul 
Scherer;  Edwin  Zabel;  John  Bertero;  Law- 
rence Peters;  Irving  Epsteen;  George  Topper; 
O.  A.  Collins;  John  Hodges;  Dean  Hyskell; 
Seymour  Peiser;  R.  H.  McCullough;  William 
Foy;  William  Lyris;  George  Simpson;  W.  H. 
Lollier;  Victor  Adams;  Mike  Rosenberg;  Fred 
Stein. 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  B.  V.  Sturdivant,  divi- 
sion manager,  northern  California,  FWC 
Theatres;  Dick  Spier;  Charles  Thall;  George 
Milner. 

NORTHWEST:  Frank  Newman,  president, 
Evergreen  State  Theatres;  A1  Finke,  Port- 
land; Roy  Brown;  A1  Rosenberg;  John  Ham- 
rick. 

DENVER:  F.  H.  Ricketson  jr.,  president 
Fox  Intermountain  Theatres;  Milton  Hoss- 
feld. 

KANSAS  CITY:  E.  C.  Rhoden,  president, 
Fox  Midwest  Theatres;  Lon  Cox. 

WISCONSIN:  H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  president, 
Fox  Wisconsin  Theatres;  Vern  Touchett. 

NEW  YORK:  Dan  Michalove,  vice-presi- 
dent, NT. 

Committee  Named  to  Keep 
Liberty  Statue  in  Shape 

NEW  YORK — A committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  WAC  to  take  charge  of  the  main- 
tenance and  use  of  the  giant  replica  of  the 
Statue  of  Liberty,  erected  in  Times  Square 
for  the  Sixth  War  Loan,  and  now  to  re- 
main there  through  the  forthcoming  Seventh 
War  Loan. 

Max  Cohen  is  chairman  of  the  committee, 
whose  other  members  are  Bob  Shapiro,  Zeb 
Epstein  and  Harry  Mandel.  It  was  agreed 
at  a recent  session  that  any  inquiries  as  to 
the  use  of  the  statue  for  campaign  purposes 
would  be  referred  to  Cohen.  Nothing  in  the 
way  of  commercial  exploitation  will  be  con- 
sidered. 

Edgar  Nathan,  borough  president  of  Man- 
hattan, has  granted  permission  for  the  statue 
to  remain  in  Times  Square  during  the  Seventh 
War  Loan.  In  March,  the  Red  Cross  War 
Fund  drive  will  use  the  facilities  for  its  cam- 
paign. 

Burma  Fighting  Will  Be 
Filmed  for  Newsreels 

NEW  YORK — The  fighting  in  Burma  will 
be  filmed  by  a team  of  British  cameramen, 
and  will  be  released  immediately  to  news- 
reels in  England  and  the  U.S.,  according  to  a 
cable  received  from  London  by  Thomas  Baird, 
director  of  the  film  division  of  the  MOI. 

Crew  of  cameramen  will  be  headed  by  E.  J. 
H.  Wright  of  the  newsreel  association  of  Great 
Britain.  Before  leaving  England  for  the  bat- 
tlefront,  Wright  said  that  plans  to  make  the 
films  were  the  culmination  of  long  discus- 
sions between  the  association  and  the  MOI. 


Sturges  to  Head  AAA 

NEW  YORK — Dr.  Wesley  A.  Sturges,  pro- 
fessor of  law  at  Yale  University,  an  expert 
in  legal  arbitration  and  author  of  a textbook 
on  the  subject,  has  been  designated  chair- 
man of  the  American  Arbitration  Ass’n.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  budget  committee 
of  the  AAA  which  administers  the  motion 
picture  arbitration  tribunals. 
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Lesser  Making  Plans 


TWENTIETH-FOX’S  “DOWN  UNDER”  FORCES  MEET  — Australian  sales 
forces  of  20th-Fox  met  at  Sydney  recently,  conferences  being  brief  due  to  war  con- 
ditions. Otto  Bolle,  home  office  representative  for  Australasia,  presided. 

In  the  top  picture,  left  to  right:  A.  J.  Williamson,  H.  Walker,  Raymond  Rowe, 
general  sales  manager;  Bolle;  E.  Wild.  Bottom:  Windup  of  the  convention  was  a 
dinner  at  Usher’s  Blue  room,  with  the  entire  sales  force  present,  as  well  as  many 
of  the  Hoyts’  topflight  executives. 

NSS  Folk  Drop  Dancing ; Work  All 
Night  to  Get  Out  N.  Y.  Fuel  Trailer 


With  Eye  on  Slock 

NEW  YORK— Sol  Lesser  is  concentrating 
on  the  preparation  of  scripts  and  is  leaving 
his  production  plans  subject  to  quick  change 
because  of  the  raw  stock  situation.  He  has 
eight  stories  in  view  for  production  over  a 
three-year  period. 

If  he  can  get  transportation  to  France,  he 
will  lay  the  groundwork  for  “Paris  Canteen,” 
scenes  for  which  will  be  made  in  Paris  and 
on  the  coast,  and  will  make  this  his  next 
picture.  If  he  can’t,  he  will  put  “Crazy  to 
Dance”  in  work  in  the  spring. 

Champs  Elysee  Background 

“Paris  Canteen”  will  be  done  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  American  Theatre  Wing  with 
much  of  the  background  at  the  Cafe  Tyrol 
on  the  Champs  Elysee  which  is  now  being 
operated  as  a canteen.  Elliott  Paul  is  now 
working  on  the  script.  Lesser  hopes  to  have 
Charles  Boyer,  Beatrice  Lillie  and  30  or  40 
well-known  names  in  the  cast.  It  will  be  a 
commercial  picture,  but  a percentage  of  the 
receipts  will  go  to  the  American  Theatre  Wing 
and  another  portion  will  go  into  a relief  fund 
for  those  Frenchmen  connected  with  the  in- 
dustry who  shared  in  the  French  resistance 
during  the  German  occupation.  The  premiere 
will  be  in  Paris. 

“Crazy  to  Dance”  is  based  on  American 
dancing  schools.  The  idea  developed  out  of 
the  huge  Arthur  Murray  organization.  It  will 
be  a big  musical.  A national  contest  will  be 
put  on  for  young  players. 

Another  story,  a comedy,  which  he  has  in 
work  is  based  on  a stage  play,  “Civilian 
Clothes.”  Ilse  Lahn  is  working  on  the  script. 

Lesser  also  has  a psychological  mystery 
story  planned.  Fritz  Lang  will  direct,  and 
Edward  Robinson  and  Joan  Bennett  will  be 
featured.  This  will  be  called  “Alarms  and 
Excursions.” 

In  the  meantime  another  Tarzan  story  will 
start  in  May  with  Johnny  Weissmuller.  Les- 
ser revealed  that  he  had  just  made  a new 
20-year  deal  for  one  story  a year  with  Edgar 
Rice  Burroughs,  the  author,  for  exclusive 
rights  to  the  material.  Burroughs  cuts  in 
on  the  grosses  and  is  one  of  the  highest 
priced  authors  in  the  business,  his  takes  run- 
ning to  about  $175,000  per  picture.  He  is  at 
present  with  the  OWI  at  Hawaii. 

Big  Special  in  the  Gffing 

In  the  offing,  too,  is  a big  special  to  be 
called  “Silver  Flame.”  It  is  based  on  the 
Comstock  lode  with  some  of  the  colorful  fig- 
ures of  the  post-Civil  War  period.  This  mine 
produced  $600,000,000  and  stabilized  currencies 
after  that  war.  It  will  be  done  on  a spec- 
tacular scale  in  Technicolor. 

“Flash;  Flood,”  a story  about  a town  of  500 
on  a river  where  a bridge  has  been  washed 
out,  and  where  several  thousand  passengers 
on  marooned  transcontinental  trains  are 
forced  to  congregate,  is  being  saved  for  Lon 
McCallister,  who  is  now  in  the  army.  Still 
another  story  is  called  “Show  Me  a Land.”  It 
tells  of  the  purchase  of  a thoroughbred  horse 
many  years  ago  in  England.  This  animal  be- 
came the  sire  of  Kentucky  thoroughbreds. 

Lesser  left  late  in  the  week  for  the  coast. 

Ned  Depinet  Drive  Leaders 
Retain  Respective  Places 

NEW  YORK— RKO  Radio’s  Ned  Depinet 
sales  drive  wound  up  its  second  week  with 
the  three  leading  contestants  maintaining 
their  relative  positions.  They  were:  Branch 
Managers  C.  J.  Dressell  of  Minneapolis,  M.  E. 
Cohen  of  Detroit,  and  E.  A.  Lamb  of  Seattle. 

Close  on  the  pacesetters’  heels  was  Sher- 
man Fitch  of  Sioux  Falls,  finishing  fourth. 
In  Canada,  H.  F.  Taylor  continued  his  first 
week  pace  and  remained  on  top  for  the  sec- 
ond stanza.  Reg  Doddridge  of  Calgary,  pick- 
ing up  steam,  advanced  to  second  place. 


Blanchar,  French  Film 
Leader,  Goes  Home 

NEW  YORK — Pierre  Blanchar,  president  of 
the  liberation  committee  of  the  French 
cinema,  has  returned  to  France  after  spend- 
ing several  months  in  the  U.S.  Blanchar 
came  here  accompanied  by  Simon  S.  Schif- 
frin,  head  of  the  film  division  of  the  French 
Information  Service. 

The  two  men  brought  “The  Liberation  of 
Paris,”  a full-length  documentary  based  on 
the  fight  of  the  FFI  in  removing  the  Nazi 
invader  from  their  capital  city.  An  English 
commentary  was  added,  made  by  Charles 
Boyer.  The  original  was  done  in  French  by 
Blanchar.  Also  shown  to  film  executives, 
both  in  the  east  and  on  the  coast,  were  two 
feature  films  made  in  France  during  the 
years  of  the  occupation,  and  said  to  be  sub- 
tle satires  on  the  Germans,  who  did  not 
realize  that  they  were  being  buffooned. 

Schiffrin  discussed  distribution  matters 
with  American  foreign  department  executives, 
pertaining  both  to  export  and  import  of 
films.  Blanchar  advocated  a free  exchange 
of  technical  information  between  the  Ameri- 
can and  French  film  industries  for  purposes 
of  mutual  benefit.  Schiffrin  is  still  in  this 
country,  and  no  definite  plans  have  as  yet 
been  made  for  his  return. 

"Hotel  Berlin"  Radio  Ad 
Budget  Boosted  by  40% 

NEW  YORK — The  radio  advertising  budget 
for  “Hotel  Berlin,”  Warners  picture,  has  been 
boosted  40  per  cent  above  normal  expenditure 
to  exploit  timeliness  value  of  the  film.  Ap- 
propriations will  be  concentrated  on  spot  an- 
nouncements to  follow  news  commentators  in 
key  cities. 


NEW  YORK — Exhibitors  who  showed  the 
fuel  shortage  trailer  on  their  screens  last 
week  should  know  of  the  herculean  job  done 
to  bring  it  to  them  so  quickly.  The  fuel 
scarcity  gave  the  industry  another  chance  to 
prove  that  it  is  prepared  for  any  emergency. 

The  story  behind  the  speedy  completion  of 
the  trailers  by  National  Screen  Service  is 
interesting.  It  started  with  a telephone  call  by 
Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Loew’s  executive,  to  Her- 
man Robbins,  president  of  National  Screen. 
Said  Vogel:  “Mayor  LaGuardia  has  just 
phoned  saying  that  he  would  like  all  thea- 
tres in  the  city  to  flash  a trailer  on  the 
screen  relating  to  the  fuel  scarcity.  He  thinks 
it  important  enough  for  us  to  rush  these 
trailers  to  the  theatres  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.” 

Robbins  reminded  Vogel  that  it  was  Satur- 
day and  that  National  Screen’s  plant  was 
closed  for  the  weekend.  “But  I’ll  do  the  best 
I can,”  he  promised. 

Robbins  began  telephoning  various  em- 
ployes, discovered  that  some  of  them  were  at- 
tending a Saturday  night  dance.  Reaching 
them  by  phone,  he  explained  the  nature  of 
the  emergency  and  asked  for  volunteers.  An 
emergency  crew  was  recruited  and  they  start- 
ed work  close  to  midnight.  Working  through 
the  night,  the  workers  completed  the  500 
trailers  by  9 a.  m. 

The  completed  trailers  were  taken  to  Loew’s 
State,  the  distributing  point.  Circuits  and 
independent  exhibitors  were  notified  to  pick 
them  up  and  to  show  them  on  their  screens 
as  quickly  as  possible.  By  Sunday  afternoon, 
most  of  the  Broadway  houses  and  subsequent 
runs  were  flashing  the  trailers  on  their 
screens. 

The  message  from  Mayor  LaGuardia  read: 

“NOW!  Coal  and  Oil  Are  Ammunition.  Join 
the  Boys  on  the  Firing  Line  by  Saving  Fuel. 
This  Is  a Message  From  Your  Mayor.  F.  H. 
LaGuardia.” 
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(Tradeshown  ana  reviewed  as  “Farewell  My  Lovely 

! MAZURKI  • MILES  MANDER  • DOUGLAS  WALTON  • DONI 

Produced  by  Adrian  Scott  • Directed  by  Edward  Dmytryk 

Screen  Play  by  John  Paxton 
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"As  good  a piece  of  melodramatic  20- 
minute-egg  sentimentality  as  the  fa- 
mous-“-Double  Indemnity’.  In  some 
ways  it  is  even  more  likeable,  for 
though  it  is  far  less  tidy,  it  is  more 
vigorous  and  less  slick,  more  resource- 
fully photographed  and  even  more 
successfully  cast. . . . 

"It  handles  Chandler’s  extremely 
cinemadaptable  story  so  well  that,  if 
anything,  it  improves  it  in  the  retell- 
ing. It  is  the  story  of  an  indigent 
Los  Angeles  private  detective  (Dick 
Powell)  who,  for  the  sake  of  a few 
spare  dollars,  helps  a gigantic  imbecile 

named  Moose 
^ \ * Malloy  (Mike 

^ V I Mazurki)  to 

& hunt  down  the 

girl  he  loved  when  he  went  to  jail. 
In  the  course  of  the  quest  the  detec- 
tive interviews  a wonderful,  boozy  old 
floozy  (Esther  Howard)  who  could 
bring  Hogarth  up  to  date.  Before  long 
he  finds  himself  suspected  of  murder 
and  hired  by  several  conflicting  sides 
in  a fight  whose  meaning  and  dimen- 
sion he  only  gradually  finds  out.  It 
involves  invaluable  jade,  the  slaugh- 
ter of  a gigolo,  a psychoanalytic  the- 
osophist  (Otto  Kruger),  a charlatan 


(Ralf  Harolde),  an  aging  multimil- 
lionaire (Miles  Mander)  his  young 
wife  (Claire  Trevor),  and  her  angry 
stepdaughter  (Anne  Shirley).  The 
wife  treats  the  shabby  detective  with 
brazen  cozyness,  the  theosophist  slams 
him  across  the  chops  with  a pistol, 
the  charlatan  pumps  him  full  of  dope, 
the  stepdaughter  feeds  him  alternate 
Scotch  and  scorn,  and  the  elderly, 
heartless-seeming  nabob  is  in  savagely 
at  the  climactic  kill.  The  hyperpitui- 
tary  ex-convict,  incidentally,  finds  his 
lost  lovely  at  last. 

"'Murder,  My  Sweet'  is  done  to  a fare- 
thee-well  by  everybody  from  the  cos- 
tumer to  the  excellent  cast.  Sets  that 
should  look  threadbare  have  seldom 
looked  so  rat-ridden.  The  neon  sign 
outside  a crummy  dive  is  almost  too 
properly  defective.  There  is  an  enthu- 
siastic appetite  for  everything  pos- 
sibly sinister  about  a big  city  and  its 
people.  The  makers  of  the  film  go 
farther  with  their  realism:  they  try  to 
make  sensations  and  states  of  mind 
visual.  Best:  the  drug  sequence,  pre- 
senting through  double  exposure 
an  indecipherable  web  of 
confusion  and  dreamlike 
elriory.’ 


SIGN  THAT  PLEDGE  CARD! 

RED  CROSS  DRIVE  — MARCH  15-21 


First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  oi  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928),  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  rims 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

Here  Come  the  WAVES — 

Denver  235 

Kansas  City  210 

Salt  Lake  City  160 

New  Haven  : 108 


Computed  in  terms  oi  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 

BOSTON 

BUFFALO 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DES  MOINES 

DETROIT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE 

I 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

j SEATTLE 

[average 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O’Day  (Mono) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

100 

100 

145 

175 

130 

129 

Army  Wives  (Mono) 

100 

105 

115 

100 

90 

100 

140 

107 

Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 

110 

182 

120 

115 

140 

138 

150 

145 

165 

141 

Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) 

110 

101 

115 

110 

90 

175 

100 

105 

100 

103 

100 

95 

120 

95 

120 

75 

100 

100 

106 

Bride  by  Mistake  (RKO) 

100 

147 

110 

100 

60 

135 

130 

no 

105 

90 

no 

130 

100 

125 

95 

150 

130 

165 

80 

150 

135 

140 

118 

Climax,  The  (Univ) 

100 

210 

110 

115 

50 

130 

150 

95 

120 

90 

100 

90 

125 

102 

130 

105 

150 

80 

135 

100 

100 

114 

Conspirators,  The  (WB) 

115 

98 

100 

115 

125 

130 

130 

90 

120 

95 

150 

112 

80 

120 

100 

158 

125 

155 

70 

175 

120 

130 

119 

Dancing  in  Manhattan  (Col) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

97 

100 

100 

100 

Dixie  Jamboree  (PRC) 

100 

100 

90 

100 

100 

98 

Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 

200 

120 

140 

115 

130 

100 

165 

130 

160 

140 

Fighting  Lady,  The  (20-Fox) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

95 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) 

115 

153 

100 

125 

105 

140 

85 

185 

130 

255 

168 

120 

160 

118 

310 

135 

200 

90 

150 

150 

200 

152 

Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 

145 

125 

135 

105 

130 

210 

175 

108 

200 

155 

160 

150 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 

130 

169 

120 

130 

123 

140 

190 

160 

130 

120 

150 

no 

122 

200 

135 

260 

115 

150 

160 

190 

150 

House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

115 

102 

110 

105 

140 

100 

120 

100 

205 

122 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom,  The  (20-Fox) 

135 

130 

113 

165 

175 

168 

175 

90 

285 

no 

155 

145 

160 

154 

Lost  in  a Harem  (MGM) 

78 

100 

85 

140 

90 

105 

no 

115 

75 

140 

75 

155 

85 

200 

40 

150 

120 

110 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (MGM) 

100 

100 

120 

125 

125 

114 

Master  Race,  The  (RKO) 

100 

150 

110 

90 

70 

130 

100 

90 

120 

60 

105 

67 

100 

100 

85 

185 

125 

145 

no 

125 

125 

90 

108 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (MGM) 

185 

145 

180 

185 

187 

135 

170 

130 

210 

170 

180 

171 

Merry  Monahans,  The  (Univ) 

100 

94 

105 

115 

80 

135 

180 

95 

no 

95 

100 

85 

100 

150 

100 

200 

125 

165 

90 

140 

140 

130 

120 

National  Bara  Dance  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

135 

95 

100 

95 

105 

100 

100 

100 

105 

no 

120 

105 

Nevada  (RKO) 

100 

100 

100 

83 

100 

100 

97 

San  Diego,  I Love  You  (Univ) 

168 

100 

105 

80 

140 

100 

95 

100 

100 

105 

100 

90 

100 

85 

100 

150 

80 

175 

100 

100 

109 

Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 

110 

254 

125 

113 

155 

140 

193 

105 

145 

200 

200 

158 

125 

190 

120 

170 

195 

210 

140 

200 

250 

250 

170 

Something  for  the  Boys  (20-Fox) 

93 

115 

120 

80 

118 

95 

100 

100 

115 

133 

80 

100 

90 

130 

no 

185 

135 

150 

no 

100 

113 

Song  to  Remember  (Col) 

135 

212 

110 

170 

225 

170 

Strange  Affair  (Col) 

91 

100 

50 

100 

100 

100 

90 

100 

75 

100 

85 

100 

125 

85 

90 

100 

93 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20-Fox) 

121 

110 

185 

no 

157 

100 

165 

150 

140 

120 

150 

137 

Suspect,  The  (Univ) 

128 

185 

100 

180 

115 

160 

145 

Thin  Man  Goes  Home,  The  (MGM) 

125 

93 

115 

100 

135 

97 

165 

90 

115 

Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 

86 

125 

95 

70 

100 

100 

150 

90 

100 

no 

103 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) 

110 

110 

120 

130 

125 

100 

90 

100 

120 

103 

100 

100 

135 

250 

125 

185 

55 

175 

130 

135 

125 

To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 

193 

125 

190 

115 

175 

200 

100 

125 

235 

255 

220 

200 

178 

Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 

105 

100 

130 

no 

175 

124 

Very  Thought  of  You,  The  (WB) 

110 

198 

100 

120 

60 

135 

160 

95 

140 

90 

105 

no 

120 

140 

100 

140 

115 

150 

75 

135 

no 

100 

119 

WAVE,  a Wac,  a Marine,  A (Mono) 

100 

97 

110 

125 

100 

100 

105 

100 

100 

70 

no 

125 

75 

120 

103 

When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again  (PRC) 

100 

130 

100 

100 

100 

106 

Winged  Victory  (20-Fox) 

125 

206 

120 

100 

190 

160 

185 

192 

120 

125 

215 

170 

135 

185 

130 

200 

160 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The  (RKO) 

105 

214 

100 

125 

110 

145 

no 

170 

175 

150 

220 

130 

150 

175 

149 
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BRANCHES 

PLACE  OF  SHOWING 

DAY  & DATE 

TIME 

ALBANY 

Fox  Projection  Room 

1052  Broadway 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

ATLANTA 

RKO  Projection  Room 

191  Walton  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

BOSTON 

RKO  Projection  Room 

122  Arlington  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

BUFFALO 

Fox  Projection  Room 

290  Franklin  Street 

MON.  2/26 

3:30  P.M. 

CHARLOTTE 

Fox  Projection  Room 

308  So.  Church  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2=30  P.M. 

CHICAGO 

RKO  Projection  Room 

1300  Wabash  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

CINCINNATI 

RKO  Projection  Room 

12  E.  6th  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

CLEVELAND 

Fox  Projection  Room 

2219  Payne  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

3:30  P.M. 

DALLAS 

Paramount  Projection  Room 
412  So.  Harwood  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

DENVER 

Paramount  Projection  Room 
2100  Stout  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

DES  MOINES 

Fox  Projection  Room 

1300  High  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

DETROIT 

Blumenthal  Projection  Room 
2310  Cass  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Paramount  Projection  Room 
116  Michigan  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

KANSAS  CITY 

Paramount  Projection  Room 
1802  Wyandote 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

LOS  ANGELES 

Ambassador  Hotel  Theatre 
Ambassador  Hotel 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

MEMPHIS 

Fox  Projection  Room 

151  Vance  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

MILWAUKEE 

Warner  Projection  Room 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Fox  Projection  Room 

1015  Currie  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

NEW  HAVEN 

Fox  Projection  Room  > 

40  Whiting  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Fox  Projection  Room 

200  So.  Liberty  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

NEW  YORK 

Normandie  Theatre 

53rd  St.  and  Park  Av6. 

MON.  2/26 

10:30  A.M. 

OKLA'MA  CITY 

Fox  Projection  Room 

10  No.  Lee  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

OMAHA 

Fox  Projection  Room 

1502  Davenport  Street 

MON.  2/26 

3:30  P.M. 

PHILADELPHIA 

RKO  Projection  Room 

250  No.  13th  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

PITTSBURGH 

Fox  Projection  Room 

1715  Blvd.  of  Allies 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

PORTLAND 

Star  Film  Exchange 

925  N.W.  19th  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

ST.  LOUIS 

S'Renco  Projection  Room 

3143  Olive  Street 

TUES.  2/27 

2:30  P.M. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Fox  Projection  Room 

216  E.  First  South  Street 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

S.  FRANCISCO 

RKO  Projection  Room 

251  Hyde  Street 

MON.  2/26 

1:30  P.M. 

SEATTLE 

Jewel  Box  Projection  Room 
2318  Second  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

3:30  P.M. 

SIOUX  FALLS 

Hollywood  Theatre 

212  No.  Philips  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

10:30  A.M. 

WASHINGTON 

Fox  Projection  Room 

932  New  Jersey  Avenue 

MON.  2/26 

2:30  P.M. 

GOOD  ENTERTAINMENT IS  INTERNATIONAL! 
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IN  TECHNICOLOR 


with 


MICHAEL  O'SHEA 


fill*  SCHIIMNC 


Produced  by 

DAVID  LEWIS 


Screen  Play  by 
Lynn  Starling  and 
Elliot  Paul 


SIGN  THAT  PLEDGE  CARD! 
RED  CROSS  DRIVE  — MARCH  15-21 


SONJA  HENIE 


. 

. 


The  talk  of  New  York — at  the 
Roxy!  Greatest  suspense- 
hit  since  “Laura"! 
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8th  terrific  week,  Rivoli,  New 
York  — and  setting  key-city 
precedents  everywhere! 
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MOSS  HART’S 


More  hold-overs,  more  move- 
overs  than  any  20th  big  one 
in  months  and  months! 


(P0©6STr0(M@ 


IN  TECHNICOLOR 

"Boffo!"  say  aj_!  Variety 
reports  as  record  run  on 
Broadway  continues! 


Of  t»fS 
cento**-*0* 


very,  very  great— Betty  Smith’ 


A TREE  GROWS  IN  BROOKLYN" 


January  Blue  Ribbon  Award 
To  "30  Seconds  Over  Tokyo" 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's  "Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo"  has  been 
voted  the  January  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Award  by  the  National 
Screen  Council.  The  same  company  received  last  month's  Award 
with  "Mrs.  Parkington." 

Spencer  Tracy  plays  the  role  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Doolittle 
in  this  dramatization  of  the  cost  of  bombing  Tokyo,  sharing  honors 
with  Van  Johnson  and  Robert  Walker.  Phyllis  Thaxter  provides  the 
romantic  interest  and  the  play  was  based  on  the  book  and  Col- 
lier's story  by  Capt.  Ted  W.  Lawson  and  Robert  Considine.  Sam 
Zimbalist  produced  the  picture  and  Mervyn  LeRoy  directed  it. 


The  Cast 


Lieut.  Col.  James  H.  Doolittle 

Spencer  Tracy 

Ted  Lawson Van  Johnson 

David  Thatcher.  .. Robert  Walker 

Ellen  Lawson Phyllis  Thaxter 

Dean  Davenport Tim  Murdock 

Davey  Jones Scott  McKay 

Bob  Clever Gordon  McDonald 

Charles  McClure Don  DeFore 

Bob  Gray Robert  Mitchum 


“Shorty”  Manch.... John  R.  Reilly 

“Doc”  White Horace  McNally 

Lieutenant  Randall 

Donald  Curtis 

Lieutenant  Miller 

Louis  Jean  Heydt 

Don  Smith 

William  “Bill”  Phillips 

“Brick”  Holstrom. .Douglas  Cowan 
Capt.  “Ski”  York.  .. Paul  Langton 
Lieutenant  Jurika Leon  Ames 


Production  Staff 


Executive  Producer 

Louis  B.  Mayer 

Producer Sam  Zimbalist 

Director Mervyn  LeRoy 

Screenplay  by Dalton  Trumbo 

Based  on  Book  and  Collier’s 

story  by Capt.  Ted  W.  Lawson 

and  Robert  Considine 
Directors  of  Photography 

Harold  Rosson,  A.S.C. 

Robert  Surtees,  A.S.C. 
Recording  Director 
Douglas  Shearer 


Musical  Score.. ..Herbert  Stothart 

Art  Direction Cedric  Gibbons, 

Paul  Groesse 
Set  Decorations.... Edwin  B.  Willis 

Associate Ralph  S.  Hurst 

Special  Effects 

A.  Arnold  Gillespie 

Warren  Newcombe 
Donald  Jahraus 


Costume  Supervision Irene 

Associate Kay  Dean 

Makeup  Created  by Jack  Dean 


Film  Editor Frank  Sullivan 


This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
from  members  of  the  Na- 
iional  Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  the 
outstanding  merit  and  suit- 
ability of  the  film  for  whole 
family  entertainment.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  are  se- 
lected from  the  following 
groups  throughout  the  coun- 
try: Motion  picture  editors 
of  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines, radio  film  commenta- 
tors, reviewing  committees, 
club  women,  better  films 
councils,  social,  civic  and 
educational  organizations. 


\\ 
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COLUMBIA 

Secret  Command  (Col) — Pat  O'Brien,  Car- 
ole Landis.  This  feature  did  the  usual  amount 
of  business  on  “giveaway"  nights  and  there 
were  no  complaints  registered  against  it.  I 
consider  it  a shade  better  than  the  usual  pro- 
gram offering.  Columbia  thought  more  of  it 
than  I did,  according  to  their  terms,  which 
were  on  a percentage  with  a guarantee. 
Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Cold. — A.  E. 
Andrews,  Emporium,  Emporium,  Pa.  General 
patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Bathing  Beauty  (M-G-M) — Red  Skelton, 
Esther  Williams,  Basil  Rathbone.  Beautiful 
Technicolor  with  good  comedy.  I believe  this 
is  Red  Skelton's  best.  Harry  James  and  Band 
turn  in  some  good  musical  numbers.  Es- 
pecially good  is  the  aqua-ballet  number. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Cold.' — 
Victor  E.  Dahl,  Fayette,  Fayette,  Iowa.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Kismet  (M-G-M) — Ronald  Colman,  Marlene 
Dietrich,  James  Craig.  A very  fine  produc- 
tion, well  received  and  well  liked.  Different. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. — M.  W. 
Mattecheck,  Mack,  McMinnville,  Ore.  Local 
patronage. 

Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (M-G-M) — Lana 
Turner,  John  Hodiak.  We  did  all  right  on  our 
best  time  with  this  one  and  the  patrons  didn't 
squawk.  The  price  on  this  type  of  picture  is 
just  about  double  what  it  should  be,  but 
there  seems  to  be  no  relief  in  sight — only 
more  of  the  same.  The  picture  good  enough 
to  get  by  on  any  spot,  though.  Played  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Stormy. — Mrs.  Mayme  P.  Mus- 
selman,  Princess,  Lincoln,  Kas.  Small  town 
patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para) — Eddie 
Bracken,  Ella  Raines.  Disappointing.  Not  up 
to  expectations.  Sturges  is  slipping,  but  he 
does  not  seem  to  know  it.  Someone  should 
tell  him.  Played  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Good. — M.  W.  Mattecheck,  Mack,  McMinn- 
ville, Ore.  Local  patronage. 

PRC  PICTURES 

Career  Girl  (PRC) — Frances  Langford,  Ed- 
ward Norris,  Iris  Adrian.  Fair  musical,  draw 
depending  on  Frances  Langford  alone.  We 
found  out  she  hasn't  any  for  our  boxoffice — 
it  hit  a new  low.  Doubled  with  “Attack" 
(RKO)  which  kept  a lot  of  them  away.  Played 
Tues.,  Wed. — Frank  Raspa  & Son,  State,  Rives- 
ville,  W.  Va.  Rural  patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Action  in  Arabia  (RKO) — George  Sanders, 
Virginia  Bruce.  Not  to  the  public's  liking — 
mostly,  I think,  on  account  of  the  war  theme 
background.  It  carries  plenty  of  action  and 
suspense,  but  lacks  boxoffice  magnetism  to 
bring  them  in.  Consequently,  the  receipts 
were  low,  the  percentage  asked  did  not  reach 
the  guarantee.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Fair. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium,  Emporium, 
Pa.  General  patronage. 

Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs  (RKO)- — 
Disney  Cartoon.  Percentage  too  high  for  a 
reissue  even  if  it  did  do  good  business.  This 
one  got  more  laughs  than  some  of  the  best 
comedies  of  today.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Good. — Ralph  Raspa,  State,  Rives- 
ville,  W.  Va.  Rural  patronage. 

Youth  Runs  Wild  (RKO) — Bonita  Granville, 
Kent  Smith,  Jean  Brooks.  A juvenile  delin- 
quency film  with  a moral  which  was  good. 


Used  on  a double  bill  with  “One  Body  Too 
Many"  (Para)  that  was  also  good.  In  fact,  it 
was  pleasing  entertainment  all  around,  to 
satisfactory  business.  Played  Tuesday. 
Weather:  Cold. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium, 
Emporium,  Pa.  General  patronage. 

REPUBLIC 

Casanova  in  Burlesque  (Rep) — Joe  E. 
Brown,  June  Havoc,  Dale  Evans.  It  would 
have  to  rain  on  the  two  days  we  had  this 
swell  musical  comedy  booked.  It  helped  my 
patrons  to  forget  the  war  for  70  minutes  and 
some  came  back  for  the  second  time.  There 
is  a lot  of  leg  art  in  it,  which  helps. — Frank 
Raspa  & Son,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  Rural 
patronage. 

Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep) — Jane  Withers,  Paul 
Kelly,  Lee  Patrick.  There  was  a little  doubt 
about  the  potentialities  of  this  one  but  it  did 
average  business  for  midweek  and  many  good 
comments.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Good. — Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb. 
Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Melody  Trail  (Rep)  — Gene  Autry,  Smiley 
Burnette.  Not  up  to  Autry's  standard.  Release 
some  of  Autry's  recent  offerings  rather  than 
these  old-timers.  Business  was  way  below 
average.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good. — 
Ralph  Raspa,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  Rural 
patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Banjo  on  My  Knee  (20th-Fox) — Barbara  Stan- 
wyck, Joel  McCrea,  Walter  Brennan.  A reissue 
that  held  up  quite  all  right  for  midweek. 
Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Cold. — Leon- 
ard J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 

Dangerous  Journey  (20th-Fox) — Adventure. 
A trek  through  Africa,  India  and  Burma,  with 
a super-thrill  finish.  Owing  to  its  length  I 
used  “Slightly  Terrific"  (Univ),  a feature  of 
the  program  grade,  with  it.  It  is  worth  show- 
ing but  needs  support  to  attract  the  cash 
customers  as  all  travelog  features  do.  Busi- 
ness was  satisfactory.  Played  Tuesday. 
Weather:  Cold. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium, 
Emporium,  Pa.  General  patronage. 

Greenwich  Village  (20th-Fox) — Carmen  Mi- 
randa, Don  Ameche,  William  Bendix.  The 
same  old  type  of  musical  that  Fox  puts  out 
with  a little  different  story.  Ameche  does  his 
usual  good  acting.  Bendix  is  just  as  good 
as  always  and  Miranda  turns  in  the  same 
old  corn.  Technicolor  is  beautiful  throughout. 

Mobed  of  Far-Off  India 
Is  an  Industry  Veteran 

J.  J.  Mobed,  owner  and  manager  of 
the  Paradise  Theatre  at  Queensway, 
Karachi,  Sadar,  India,  has  been  in  the 
exhibition  business  since  1911.  Until  re- 
cently he  was  also  connected  with  the 
distribution  of  RKO  Radio  pictures  in 
India  and  the  distribution  of  outstanding 
Indian  pictures,  the  production  of  Indian 
pictures  and  the  selling  of  motion  pic- 
ture equipment. 

Lately  he  severed  connections  with 
other  branches  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry and  is  now  devoting  all  his  time 
to  the  exhibition  business,  showing  both 
American  and  Indian  pictures.  His  other 
theatres  include  the  Capitol,  RAF  The- 
atres, Drigh  Road  and  Korangi,  and  four 
Indian  theatres. 


Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Good. — 
Victor  E.  Dahl,  Fayette,  Fayette,  Iowa.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (20th-Fox) — Jeanne 
Crain,  Frank  Latimore,  Eugene  Pallette.  A 
very  good  programmer  that  seemed  to  please 
on  a weekend  double  bill.  We  had  some  nice 
business  in  spite  of  bad  weather — no  basket- 
ball or  other  competition  to  bother.  Play  it 
— good  enough  for  weekend  or  midweek  bar- 
gain spot.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Stormy. 
■ — Mrs.  Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Princess,  Lin- 
coln, Kas.  Small  town  patronage. 

Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (2Qth-Fox) — June 
Havoc,  Dick  Haymes,  Monty  Woolley.  Splen- 
did comment  on  this  picture,  especially  from 
the  older  members  of  the  audience.  Would 
call  it  a “honey."  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tu.es., 
Wed.  Weather:  Good. — M.  W.  Mattecheck, 
Mack,  McMinnville,  Ore.  Local  patronage. 

Wilson  (20th-Fox) — Alexander  Knox,  Charles 
Coburn,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Thomas  Mitch- 
ell. We  made  the  mistake  of  playing  this 
too  soon,  I think.  A wonderful  picture  but  our 
gross  was  low.  I don't  know  if  it  was  the 
price  or  the  historical  picture.  I think  it  is 
better,  for  small  theatres  to  wait  for  this  show 
to  be  advertised  and  talked  about  more  be- 
fore playing  it.  Played  Thurs.,  Fri. — Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Martin,  Palace,  Coweta,  Oklct. 
Small  town  patronage. 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey,  The  (UA) — Lynn 
Eari,  Akim  Tamiroff,  Francis  Lederer.  Not  a 
sensational  boxoffice  success  but  the  picture 
was  not  as  bad  as  I was  led  to  believe.  As 
a matter  of  fact,  I personally  liked  it.  Played 
Wed.  Weather:  Bad. — Rudy  Covi,  Covi,  Her- 
minie,  Pa.  War  worker  patronage. 

Song  of  the  Open  Road,  The  (UA) — Edgar 
Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy,  Jane  Powell.  Me- 
diocre film.  It  was  not  liked  generally.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Bad. — Rudy  Rovi,  Covi, 
Herminie,  Pa.  War  worker  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Invisible  Man's  Revenge  (Univ) — Jon  Hall, 
Evelyn  Ankers,  Alan  Curtis,  John  Carradine. 
A very  good,  horror  picture  by  the  company 
that  knows  how  to  make  them.  The  cast  above 
average,  business  below,  but  all  who  came 
were  pleased.  Played  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Rain. — Ralph  Raspa,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va. 
Rural  patronage. 

Twilight  on  the  Prairie  (Univ) — -Eddie  Quil- 
lan,  Vivian  Austin,  Leon  Errol.  Here  is  a 
swell  little  musical  comedy.  Introduced  my 
new  sound  with  this  feature  but  it  did  no 
extra  business.  Doubled  with  "Bullet  Code," 
a swell  western  from  RKO.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. 
— Frank  Raspa  <&  Son,  State,  Rivesville,  W. 
Va.  Rural  patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Prairie  Thunder  (WB) — Reissue.  Dick  Fo- 
ran.  It  has  been  so  long  since  I ran  this  one 
that  I remembered  only  one  scene  and  I don't 
think  any  of  the  patrons  realized  that  they 
were  seeing  one  of  the  old  westerns.  Some 
money  spent,  quite  a large  cast  and  with 
plenty  of  action,  and  these  are  what  they 
seem  to  want.  The  price  is  right  and  prints 
are  in  good  shape.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Stormy. — Mrs.  Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Prin- 
cess, Lincoln,  Kas.  Small  town  patronage. 

Very  Thought  of  You,  The  (WB) — Dennis 
Morgan,  Eleanor  Parker,  Dane  Clark.  Good 
average  business  and  a very  satisfactory 
Sunday  feature.  Favorable  comments  all 
around.  The  title  doesn't  suggest  it  but  you 
can  safely  plug  it  as  an  excellent  bill  of  en- 
tertainment. More  like  this  one  and  Warners 
might  go  places.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weath- 
er: Very  good. — Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Ran- 
dolph, Neb.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 
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starring 

ARTHUR  LAKE  • DALE  EVANS 

with 

LIONEL  STANDER  • GEORGE  MEEKER 
PAUL  HURST  • MARJORIE  MANNERS 

and 

ANSON  WEEKS  And  His  Orchestra 
HOWARD  BRETHERTON,  Director  • Original 
Screen  Play  by  Leslie  Vadnay  and  Richard  Weil 
Produced  by  Sydney  M.  Williams 
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Up  to  $1,000,000  per  year 
brought  to  exhibitors  by 


VSJF»U*  CL/ 


Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado 


Not  only  do  they  send  us  their  business- 
getting ideas  but  also  letters  of  apprecia- 
tion for  revenue  received  through  use  of 
the  Alexander  Film  Co.  service!  Here's  an 
exploitation  stunt  that  worked  for  Russell 
Ackley,  Palace  and  Tower  Theatres,  Mona- 
hans, Texas.  Mr.  Ackley  staged  a Bathing 
Beauty  Pageant  that  was  a honey.  City 
firemen,  unable  now  to  hold  their  annual 
bathing  review,  joined  up  on  the  Ackley 
program  and  created  some  howling  situa- 
tions by  displaying  their  skinny  legs  and 
clown  costumes  in  burlesque. 


Harry  L.  Nace  of  the  Nace  Theatres, 
writes  from  Phoenix,  Arizona: 

"We  have  noted  the  continual  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  of  your  advertising 
and  find  the  services  very  timely  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  war  effort. 

"Particularly  may  we  mention  those  play- 
lets that  dealt  with  the  purchase  of  war 
bonds  and  the  conservation  of  vital  war 
materials. 

"We  are  certain  that  our  many  years  of 
mutual  cooperation  will  continue  for  many 
I more  years  to  come." 


This  ad  revenue  is  something  our  Theatre  Partners  can  definitely  count  on, 
through  good  weeks  and  bad.  Today  we  have  more  than  half  the  theatres  in 
the  United  States  under  agreement  to  screen  our  service.  So,  with  a wide 
sweep  of  our  sombreros,  it's- — 


HATS  OFF  TO  THEATRE  PARTNERS 


THE 


Georgia  Senate  Voles 
For  Sunday  Shows 

ATLANTA — The  Georgia  senate  voted  35  to 
8 last  week  to  legalize  Sunday  motion  picture 
shows  in  the  state  on  a local  option  basis 
after  a prolonged  debate  in  which  supporters 
of  the  measure  argued  that  shows  were  more 
wholesome  than  road  houses  which  were  al- 
lowed to  stay  open  and  an  opponent  said 
“wild  west  movies  set  a bad  example  for 
Georgia  boys.” 

Sen.  Spence  Grayson  of  Savannah,  speak- 
ing for  the  bill,  pointed  out  that  the  measure 
does  not  legalize  Sunday  performances  until 
a majority  of  the  voters  in  a county  have  said 
they  want  them. 

Another  supporter  of  the  move  to  kick  out 
the  blue  law,  Sen.  George  Sabados  of  Albany, 
said  “you  could  not  get  a jury  in  Albany  to 
convict  a motion  picture  operator  for  a Sun- 
day show  as  the  people  want  them.” 

The  senator  who  attacked  westerns  was 
Sen.  George  Harrell  who  asserted,  “If  you 
are  going  to  pass  this  bill  you  ought  to  put 
in  a ban  against  any  pictures  showing  men 
riding  around  on  horses  shooting  everybody 
in  sight.” 

The  measure,  which  will  legalize  Sunday 
shows  only  between  the  hours  of  2 and  11  p. 
m.,  now  goes  to  the  house  for  further  action. 

Ned  Way  burn  Biography 
Now  Nears  Completion 

NEW  YORK— “The  Life  of  Ned  Wayburn,” 
Fay  Pulsifer  and  Marguerite  Wayburn’s  orig- 
inal biography  of  the  Broadway  producer, 
stage  director  and  dancing  master,  is  near- 
ing completion,  according  to  his  widow.  Sev- 
eral Hollywood  studios  are  said  to  be  inter- 
ested. 

Wayburn  staged  the  most  successful  of  the 
Ziegfeld  Follies  over  a period  of  many  years, 
stage-directed  many  theatrical  triumphs  for 
George  M.  Cohan,  C.  B.  Dillingham,  Lew 
Fields,  the  Shuberts,  Moss’  Empires,  Ltd.,  in 
London,  and  produced  many  successes  on 
his  own. 

Fay  Pulsifer,  a novelist,  composer  and 
scenarist,  recently  sold  her  “Life  of  Jack 
Donohue”  to  a coast  studio. 

Marguerite  Wayburn,  the  producer’s  widow, 
is  the  daughter  of  a New  Jersey  editor,  on 
whose  newspaper  she  attained  her  initial 
writing  experience. 

Formica  Enlarging  Plant 
Facilities  at  Cincinnati 

CINCINNATI  — The  Formica  Insulation 
Co.  is  adding  to  its  construction  space  by  con- 
structing a new  three-story  building  at  its 
plant  at  4620  Spring  Grove  Ave.  and  by  leas- 
ing an  entire  building  at  1002  Gilbert  Ave. 
for  storage  purposes.  New  cutting  machinery 
and  new  boilers  are  being  installed. 

The  company  has  just  received  a second 
Army-Navy  E. 

William  O.  Miller,  until  recently  in  charge 
of  followup  at  the  local  plant,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  New  York  office.  Frank  C. 
Konersman,  member  of  the  engineering  staff, 
has  been  assigned  to  the  Detroit  office  to  as- 
sist Frank  Manley,  office  manager  there. 


Mexicans  Honor  "SYWA" 

MEXICO  CITY— David  O.  Selznick’s  “Since 
You  Went  Away”  opened  at  the  Palacio  Chino 
recently,  and  won  three  awards  from  maga- 
zines and  film  trade  papers.  Donors  of  the 
awards  were  the  Cinema  Reporter,  trade- 
paper;  Mexican  Life,  American-Mexican 
magazine,  and  the  Sociedad  de  Arte  Moderno, 
an  organization  of  Mexican  artists,  which 
awarded  Selznick  a medal. 
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PLAQUE  HONORS  ACTORS’  COURAGE — Janet  Blair,  Columbia  star,  is 
shown  presenting  the  national  Variety  Club  plaque  lauding  the  courage  of  Ameri- 
can and  British  actors  under  the  London  blitz  to  Lord  Halifax,  British  ambassador. 
The  plaque  states  that  during  “the  darkest  days  of  the  London  blitz  the  performers’ 
steadfastness  and  sheer  courage  counted  as  weapons  of  war.”  Sam  Galanty,  treas- 
urer of  the  Washington  Variety  Club  tent  is  standing  at  Halifax’s  left.  In  the 
center  is  Carter  Barron,  assistant  chief  barker  of  Variety  Clubs  of  America  and 
on  the  extreme  right  is  Frank  LaFalce,  Warner  publicity  director  for  Washington. 


Big  Red  Cross  Rally 
Scheduled  for  N.  Y. 

NEW  YORK — The  first  of  a series  of  indus- 
try Red  Cross  meetings  to  be  held  through- 
out the  country  will  be  conducted  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel  Tuesday,  February  20, 
at  9 a.  m.  The  meeting  was  originally  sched- 
uled for  the  previous  day. 

N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national  industry  chair- 
man, will  be  chairman.  Major  L.  E.  Thomp- 
son, national  coordinator,  will  be  toastmaster. 
David  Weinstock  of  the  Raybond  circuit  is  in 
charge  of  arrangements  and  the  distribution 
of  tickets. 

The  meeting  is  to  be  held  under  the  auspices 
of  Samuel  Rinzler  and  Fred  J.  Schwartz,  met- 
ropolitan area  co-chairmen,  and  Harry 
Brandt  and  Charles  M.  Reagan,  exhibitor 
and  distributor  chairmen,  respectively. 

Theatre  managers  and  exhibitors  from  all 
parts  of  the  metropolitan  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  area;  sales  managers,  salesmen,  ex- 
change managers,  home  office  executives  and 
members  of  the  New  York  and  national  Red 
Cross  committees  will  be  present. 

Guests  will  also  include  ranking  industry 
executives  who  make  up  the  nine  teams  which 
will  depart  soon  after  the  New  York  function 
for  various  other  cities  where  similar  meet- 
ings will  be  held. 

In  addition  to  Rathvon,  Major  Thompson 
and  Reagan,  these  Red  Cross  ambassadors 
will  include: 

William  A.  Scully,  Abe  Montague,  Tom  J. 
Connors,  Ned  Depinet,  Robert  Mochrie,  Carl 
Leserman,  S.  H.  Fabian,  Francis  S.  Harmon, 
Herman  Wobber  and  Martin  G.  Smith.  They 
will  be  joined  out  of  town  by  the  following: 
Robert  J.  O’Donnell,  Charles  P.  Skouras,  Rick 
Ricketson,  M.  A.  Lightman  and  Henry  Reeve. 

Jersey  Move  to  Legalize 
Bingo  Before  Assembly 

TRENTON,  N.  J. — A constitutional  amend- 
ment to  legalize  bingo  is  before  the  New  Jer- 
sey legislature.  It  has  been  offered  by  Walter 
H.  Jones,  assembly  majority  leader.  Jones 
emphasized  that  the  measure  would  exempt 
bingo  from  the  state  constitution’s  anti- 
gambling provisions  “only  when  conducted  by 
charitable,  nonprofit  or  religious  corpora- 
tions.” 

Bingo  in  New  Jersey  was  recently  declared 
illegal  by  Thomas  J.  Brogan,  chief  justice 
of  the  state  supreme  court.  The  Jones  amend- 
ment could  not  become  law  before  the  1946 
general  election,  since  the  state  constitution 
requires  that  such  a resolution  must  have  the 
approval  of  two  successive  legislatures  and 
then  carry  the  electorate. 


NYU  Opens  Video  Course 
To  Technicians  at  CBS 

NEW  YORK — A 60-week  course  in  the  op- 
eration of  a television  studio  and  transmitter 
equipment,  open  to  the  technical  employes 
of  CBS,  has  been  made  available  by  James 
M.  Seward,  director  of  operations. 

The  course  began  Monday  at  the  division 
of  general  education  and  engineering  college 
of  New  York  University  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Peter  Goldmark,  CBS  director  of  engi- 
neering research  and  development  operations. 
He  will  be  assisted  by  Mason  Escher,  techni- 
cal staffer  representing  the  international 
brotherhood  of  electrical  workers. 


VAF  Bars  Enemy  Turns 

NEW  YORK — Great  Britain’s  Variety  Art- 
ists Federation  recently  passed  a resolution 
pledging  its  membership,  vaudeville  and 
music  hall  performers,  not  to  appear  on  any 
program  in  Britain  which  includes  German, 
Japanese  or  other  enemy  alien  performers 
for  ten  years  after  the  end  of  the  war,  accord- 
ing to  a Reuters  dispatch  from  London. 


Signs  Geraghty  for  Screenplay 

Universal  has  signed  Gerald  Geraghty  for 
the  screenplay  chore  on  “The  Cat  Creeps.” 


"Overseas  Roundup" 
Series  Plan  of  WB 

HOLLYWOOD — Warners  intend  to  get  out 
a new  series  of  one-reel  films  to  be  issued 
monthly  under  the  title  “Overseas  Roundup,” 
according  to  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  pro- 
ducer. Footage  will  be  supplied  by  the  army, 
navy  and  marine  corps.  It  is  figured  the 
series  will  supply  interesting  scenes  for  rela- 
tives of  fighting  men  by  showing  how  they 
live,  work  and  play  when  not  fighting. 

In  explaining  the  plan  Warner  said: 
“ ‘Overseas  Roundup’  is  the  result  of  discus- 
sions we  had  with  representatives  of  the  mil- 
itary services  and  is  designed  to  fill  a grow- 
ing demand  for  information  on  this  phase  of 
the  war.  Since  Pearl  Harbor,  millions  of 
American  men  and  women  have  had  to  work 
out  a new  way  of  life  in  military  establish- 
ments all  over  the  world.  They  have  had  to 
adapt  themselves  to  strange  surroundings, 
languages  and  customs.  In  many  cases,  they 
have  had  to  create  their  own  civilization 
where  none  existed,  bringing  in  everything 
from  lodging  to  entertainment. 

“How  these  Americans  have  been  living  in 
their  new  surroundings  and  how  they  have 
transplanted  American  ways  to  the  far  cor- 
ners of  the  earth  is  the  great  human  story 
of  the  war.” 

"Pan-Americana"  Opening 
Is  Staged  at  Trenton 

NEW  YORK — World  premiere  of  RKO’s 
newest  musical,  “Pan-Americana,”  was  held 
at  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  Friday. 

An  extensive  advertising  campaign  with 
augmented  newspaper  coverage,  radio  tieins, 
lobby  displays  and  unique  street  ballyhoos 
was  arranged  by  the  Capitol’s  manager,  John 
C.  Hearns. 


20th-Fox  Votes  Dividends 

NEW  YORK — A quarterly  dividend  of 
$1.12%  per  share  on  the  outstanding  prior 
preferred  stock  of  20th-Fox  has  been  de- 
clared by  the  board  of  directors.  It  is  pay- 
able March  15  to  stockholders  of  record  at 
the  close  of  business  February  28.  Payable 
on  March  30  will  be  a 37% -cent  dividend 
on  convertible  preferred  and  a 50-cent  divi- 
dend on  common. 


HEROES’  TELEPHONE  FUND- — Skouras  Theatres’  war  effort  department  is 
carrying  on  a campaign  to  raise  money  for  service  men’s  long  distance  calls,  with 
the  help  of  the  New  York  Daily  Mirror.  It  is  attracting  widespread  attention  and 
creating  goodwill.  Left-right:  William  A.  White,  Skouras  general  manager;  Glen 
Neville,  executive  editor  of  the  Mirror;  Ph.  M.  1/c  Bernard  Cabelus;  T/Sgt.  Robert 
Beach,  and  Ph.  M.  1/c  Seymour  Lobeck. 
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BROADWAY 


Tames  R.  Grainger,  Republic  president  and 
J general  sales  manager,  is  back  at  the  home 
office  after  a two-week  visit  at  the  coast 
studio,  with  stopovers  on  the  way  back  east 
at  Dallas  and  New  Orleans.  During  his  stay 
at  the  studio,  Grainger  met  with  men  from 
the  western  sales  district  at  the  third  in  a 
series  of  regional  conferences. 

Irene  Manning  is  back  from  a 12-week  tour 
of  England  and  France  for  USO-Camp  Shows 
. . . Tom  Connors,  20th-Fox  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution,  is  back  at  the  home 
office  from  visits  to  the  midwest  exchanges. 

Lieut.  James  O’Shea,  son  of  E.  K.  “Ted” 
O’Shea  of  Metro,  arrived  in  Miami  after  a 
month’s  furlough  spent  in  town  with  his 
family. 

Sam  Burger,  M-G-M  special  foreign  repre- 
sentative, is  back  in  town  after  an  extended 
tour  of  South  America  . . . Harry  Bryman, 
M-G-M’s  Cuba  manager,  has  returned  to 
Havana  after  a visit  to  the  home  office. 

Budd  Rogers  and  Mrs.  Rogers  celebrated 
their  25th  anniversary  in  Atlantic  City  re- 
cently. 

A.  C.  Karski,  president  of  Motion  Picture 
Service  Co.,  San  Francisco,  stopped  off  in 
New  York  after  attending  raw  stock  confer- 
ences with  WPB  officials  in  Washington  . . . 
Tom  Connors,  vice-president  and  sales  head 
for  20th-Fox,  is  back  at  the  home  office  from 
a trip  to  the  Chicago,  Cleveland  and  Detroit 
exchanges.  Shortly  after  his  return,  he  left 
again  for  New  Haven,  Boston  and  Albany. 

Jerome  Pickman,  executive  assistant  to  Hal 
Horne,  advertising  exploitation  publicity  di- 
rector for  20th-Fox,  was  in  Atlanta  to  set  up 
publicity  and  exploitation  campaigns  on 
forthcoming  films. 

Willard  J.  O’Neill,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Paramount  Film  Service,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  ob- 
served his  25th  anniversary  with  Paramount 
recently.  Messages  of  congratulations  came 
from  Barney  Balaban,  John  W.  Hicks  jr.  and 
Austin  Keough. 

Leon  D.  Netter,  in  charge  of  southern  thea- 
tres for  Paramount,  and  M.  F.  Gowthorpe 
have  returned  from  a trip  of  southern  cities 
where  they  conferred  with  Paramount  thea- 
tre associates.  They  met  in  Memphis  with 
M.  A.  Light-man,  head  of  Malco  theatres;  in 
Dallas  with  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  president  of  the 
Interstate  circuit;  S.  L.  Oakley  of  Jefferson 
Amusement,  and  Ed  Rowley  of  Robb  & Row- 
ley;  in  Houston  and  Beaumont  with  C.  C. 
Porter,  Jefferson  Amusement,  and  in  New 
Orleans  with  E.  V.  Richards  and  Gaston 
Dureau  of  Saenger  Enterprises. 

A.  E.  Schubart,  RKO  Radio  manager  of 
exchange  operations,  is  back  at  his  desk  fol- 
lowing a two-week  business  trip  to  Los  An- 
geles . . . Dick  Powell  and  Claire  Trevor,  hav- 
ing completed  their  roles  in  “Murder,  My 
Sweet,”  RKO  Radio  film,  have  arrived  from 
the  coast. 

James  K.  McGuiness,  M-G-M  producer,  re- 
turned to  the  coast  after  conferring  in  the 
east  with  Archbishop  Francis  Spellman  on 
“The  Risen  Soldier”  . . . Gradwell  Sears,  UA 
vice-president  and  head  of  distribution,  was 
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BLOOD  DONOR  REGISTRANT  — 
Raoul  Walsh,  in  town  for  a rest  after 
completing  “Objective,  Burma!”  and 
“San  Antonio”  for  Warners,  registers  at 
the  Red  Cross  blood  donors’  center  before 
making  his  donation. 


in  New  York  Hospital  for  a physical  checkup 
and  rest.  He  may  be  away  from  the  home 
office  for  about  six  weeks  . . . William  F. 
Rodgers,  M-G-M  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager,  has  returned  from  Florida. 

Drew  Pearson,  syndicated  writer  and  radio 
commentator  who  makes  his  film  debut  in  the 
prologue  of  RKO’s  "Betrayal  From  the  East,” 
was  in  town  for  a weekend. 

William  A.  Scully,  Universal  vice-president 
and  general  sales  manager,  and  Maurice 
Bergman,  eastern  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  are  back  in  town  from  the  coast 
. . . Roberto  D.  Socas,  PRC  foreign  sales 
manager,  and  Victor  Samaam,  Near  East  dis- 
tributor, left  the  coast  for  New  York  ...  A.  A. 
Higginbotham,  Paramount  theatre  associate, 
and  E.  V.  Richards  were  visitors  recently. 

H.  M.  Bessey,  vice-president  of  Altec  Serv- 
ice Corp.,  is  back  in  town  after  visiting  the 
company’s  Detroit  and  Chicago  offices  . . . 
Max  Milder,  managing  director  for  Warners 
in  Great  Britain,  returned  to  his  London 
headquarters. 

Broadway  Dimes  Totals 
Set  Some  New  Records 

NEW  YORK  — The  Broadway  theatres 
broke  all  previous  March  of  Dimes  records. 
First  honors  in  the  nation  went  to  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  which  just  topped  the  Cap- 
itol Theatre,  Washington,  with  collections  of 
$25,500  as  compared  with  $24,452.  Last  year, 
the  RCMH  garnered  $16,522. 

Other  Broadway  houses  reported  collec- 
tions as  follows:  Paramount,  $17,170  ($5,492 
in  ’44);  Loew’s  State,  $14,402  ($7,134  in  ’44); 
Roxy,  $15,659  ($14,121  in  ’44) ; Capitol,  $13,221 
($12,733);  Strand,  $9,822  ($7,516);  Rivoli, 

$4,490  ($3,640);  Globe,  $5,000  ($4,656);  Got- 
ham, $4,600  ($1,078);  New  York,  $2,600  ($900). 

To  date  the  Century  circuit,  operating  in 
Brooklyn  and  Long  Island,  has  reported  a 
total  of  $38,500  against  $26,164  for  last  year. 
The  Randforce  circuit  is  running  $10,000 
ahead. 

Charles  Skouras,  president  of  National  The- 
atres, reports  $511,000  to  date  against  $415,000. 


Gross  of  "U"  Is  Up; 

Net  Declines  Slightly 

NEW  YORK — Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc., 
reports  a net  profit  of  $3,412,701,  after  all 
charges,  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  28,  1944. 
This  is  at  the  rate  of  $5.15  per  share.  This 
net  was  $347,267  under  the  previous  year,  due 
to  increased  expenses  and  taxes,  in  spite  of 
a gross  income  from  operations  of  $51,561,504, 
an  increase  over  1943  of  $5,082,977. 

Rentals  and  sales  and  other  income  showed 
an  increase  for  the  eighth  consecutive  year. 

Amortization  of  film  costs,  royalties,  cost  of 
sales  and  service,  selling  and  branch  expenses 
and  general  administrative  expenses  were  all 
higher  than  the  previous  year.  In  comment- 
ing on  this,  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of 
the  board,  said  Universal  is  “making  every  ef- 
fort, through  its  system  of  budgetary  control, 
to  prevent  undue  increases  in  such  costs.” 

Officers  and  employes  shared  in  the  profits 
to  the  extent  of  $500,762. 

Profit  before  income  and  excess  profits 
taxes  was  $11,767,188,  compared  with  $12,676,- 
759  the  previous  year.  Federal  income  taxes 
were  estimated  at  $950,000.  Excess  profits 
taxes,  less  estimated  postwar  refund,  were 
estimated  at  $6,897,900.  Foreign  income  taxes 
were  $506,587,  a total  of  $8,354,487. 

Working  Capital  Increased 

Net  working  capital  was  increased  during 
the  year  from  $16,094,906  to  $18,798,687.  The 
ratio  of  current  and  working  assets  to  current 
liabilities  was  2.84  to  1 at  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year. 

Total  taxes  of  all  kinds  aggregated  $9,639,- 
842,  equivalent  to  74  per  cent  of  the  company’s 
earnings  before  taxes,  Cowdin  pointed  out. 
He  said  this  was  equal  to  $2,741  per  employe 
in  the  United  States,  to  43  cents  for  every 
dollar  of  wages,  salaries  and  other  compen- 
sation, and  to  $14.55  per  share  of  stock. 

During  the  year  the  company  furnished 
2,021  prints  of  features  and  1,275  prints  of 
shorts  to  the  armed  forces  without  cost.  The 
company  is  again  exhibiting  in  liberated 
countries  abroad,  he  said,  and  the  reception 
extended  to  American  films  has  exceeded  all 
expectations. 

“Universal  has  reopened  its  offices  in 
France  and  other  liberated  countries,  and  is 
in  process  of  re-establishing  its  continental 
business  on  a normal  basis,”  he  continued. 
“While  the  resumption  of  business  in  liber- 
ated areas  is  resulting  in  the  accumulation 
of  large  local  balances  of  foreign  exchange, 
it  is  difficult  to  tell  at  this  time  what  the 
value  of  these  currencies  will  add  up  to  in 
dollars,  or  when  Universal  will  receive  them. 

Latin  Business  Gaining 

“This  company’s  business  in  Latin  America 
continues  to  gain.  In  fact,  so  popular  is  the 
motion  picture  as  a form  of  mass  entertain- 
ment that  present  exhibition  facilities  in  Cen- 
tral and  South  America  are  unable  to  cope 
with  the  situation. 

“Many  persons  in  foreign  countries  who 
had  never  seen  an  American  picture  before 
the  war  have  seen  them  now.  For,  as  our 
troops  moved  forward  and  their  films  with 
them,  natives  all  along  the  routes  watched 
pictures,  too.  Dark-skinned  South  Pacific 
islanders,  peasants  in  the  Italian  mountains, 
Frenchmen  who  had  never  been  beyond  theii 
small  villages — all  of  these  and  many  more 
have  now  acquired  a taste  for  motion  pic- 
tures. With  new  friends,  as  well  as  old, 
demanding  films,  it  bodes  well  for  the  future 
of  American  product  in  those  foreign  coun- 
tries.” 


Two  Soviet  Films  Here 

NEW  YORK— Two  Soviet  films  based  an 
stories  by  Anton  Chekhov  and  produced  as 
part  of  the  Chekhov  anniversary  festival  are 
being  prepared  for  release  here  by  Artkino. 
Their  titles:  “Marriage”  and  “Jubilee.” 
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"Hangover  Square" 
Hits  a High  Mark 


HERE’S  HOW  IT’S  DONE — More  exploitation  men  and  office  managers  arrive 
at  M-G-M  home  office  and  go  into  conference  with  various  department  heads. 
Top,  left  to  right:  Louis  Orlove,  Milwaukee;  Norman  W.  Pyle,  Minneapolis;  E.  M. 
Saunders,  assistant  general  sales  manager,  and  William  G.  Bishop,  Chicago;  bot- 
tom, left  to  right:  Joe  Markowitz,  Los  Angeles;  Fred  Armington,  Des  Moines;  Rose 
Klein;  seated — Kitty  Spancher;  Sidney  Stockton,  New  York  exchange  office  man- 
ager, and  W.  W.  Spruce,  Dallas. 


NEW  YORK — “Hangover  Square”  clicked 
in  its  first  week  at  the  Roxy  to  lead  all  of 
the  first  runs.  Business  on  Broadway  was 
generally  firm,  Lincoln’s  birthday  more  than 
compensating  for  a two-day  spell  of  rain. 

The  first  four  days  of  “Square”  at  the  Roxy 
showed  the  biggest  attendance  of  any  picture 
playing  there  within  the  last  year.  The  film 
was  in  a fair  way  to  beat  the  all-time  house 
record  when  the  rain  intervened. 

Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at  the 
Music  Hall  has  turned  in  higher  grosses  each 
succeeding  week  starting  with  the  first — an 
unusual  event  even  on  Broadway. 


(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show,  3rd  wk 150 

Criterion — The  Suspect  (Univ),  2nd  wk 140 

Hollywood — Roughly  Speaking  (WB),  2nd  wk 135 

Palace — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

3rd  wk 180 

Paramount — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para), 

plus  stage  show  170 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — A Song  to  Remember 

(Col),  plus  stage  show,  3rd  wk 180 

Rialto — Destiny  (Univ),  2nd  wk 85 

Rivoli — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

7th  wk 155 

Roxy — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  1 185 

Strand — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  plus  stage 

show,  3rd  wk 190 


“Song"  and  "Have"  Are  Leaders 
At  Buffalo;  Fox  Duo  Good 

BUFFALO — “A  Song  to  Remember”  and 
“One  Mysterious  Night”  at  the  Lafayette,  and 
“To  Have  and  Have  Not”  at  the  Great  Lakes, 
were  the  bright  spots  in  an  otherwise  listless 
week  here.  The  Lakes  attributed  its  big  gross 
to  not  only  a good  picture,  but  the  first 
glimpse  of  Lauren  Bacall.  “Sunday  Dinner 
for  a Soldier”  and  “The  Fighting  Lady”  were 
surprise  hits  at  the  Hipp,  assuring  that  house 
of  its  first  holdover  in  several  months.  It  was 
thawing  here  and  Main  St.  has  finally  been 
cleared  of  its  two-month  accumulation  of  ice 
and  snow.  Neighborhoods,  however,  were  still 
clogged. 


Buffalo — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M)  93 

Great  Lakes — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 193 

Hippodrome — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier 

(20th-Fox);  The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 121 

20th  Century — Torrid  Zone  (WB);  Faces  in  the 

Fog  (Rep)  97 

Lafayette — A Song  to  Remember  (Col);  One 
Mysterious  Night  (Col)  212 


Philadelphia's  Spring  Weather 
Hypos  Central  City  Theatres 

PHILADELPHIA — Spring  weather  in  Feb- 
ruary gave  a shot  in  the  arm  to  the  Rialto, 
with  all  central  city  deluxers  reporting  heavy 
grosses.  “National  Velvet”  at  the  Boyd  was 
the  new  entry  beside  “Arsene  Lupin”  at  the 
vaudefilmer  Earle.  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
continues  to  be  the  big  surprise,  gaining  mo- 
mentum despite  the  eight-week  stay. 


Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  8th  wk 185 

Arcadia — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 185 

Boyd — National  Velvet  (M-G-M) 210 

Earle — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  plus  Benny 

Carter  orchestra  and  all-sepia  show 165 

Fox — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk . ..155 

Karlton- — Together  Again  (Col)  165 

Keith's- — The  Merry  Monahans  (Univ) 150 

Mastbaum — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  4th  wk...l50 

Stanley — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  4th  wk 160 

Stanton — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para),  2nd  wk 135 


Columbia's  Dividend 

NEW  YORK — A dividend  of  two  and  one- 
half  per  cent  on  Columbia  common  stock, 
payable  in  common  stock  on  May  9 to  stock- 
holders of  record  April  24,  was  declared  by 
the  film  company’s  board  of  directors. 


"Speaking"  in  3rd  Week 

NEW  YORK — Warners’  “Roughly  Speak- 
ing” began  a third  week  at  the  Hollywooa 
Wednesday. 


M-G-M  Exploiteers  Confer 
With  Home  Office  Heads 

NEW  YORK — Another  quartet  of  M-G-M 
exploitation  representatives  from  the  field 
visited  the  home  office  this  week.  They  were 
James  M.  Ashcraft,  Philadelphia;  Tom  Bald- 
ridge, Washington;  A1  Burke  Charlotte,  and 
Ken  Prickett,  New  Orleans. 

Four  other  exploiteers,  completing  several 
days  of  conferring  with  department  heads 
during  the  past  week  here,  entrained  for 
their  respective  territories.  They  were:  E.  B. 
Coleman,  Dallas;  Irving  Waterstreet,  St. 
Louis;  Bernie  Evens,  Kansas  City,  and  Ed 
Gardiner,  Oklahoma  City. 

Also  departing,  following  a week  of  confer- 
ences with  home  office  executives,  were  the 
following  office  managers:  John  Coyne, 
Cleveland;  Walter  Bennin,  Milwaukee,  and 
Gil  Becker,  Detroit. 

Leo  Sets  Tradeshows  on 
'Keep  Your  Powder  Dry' 

NEW  YORK  — Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  will 
include  “Keep  Your  Powder  Dry”  in  its  tenth 
block.  The  picture  will  be  tradeshown  in 
Atlanta  on  February  14,  in  Omaha  on  Feb- 
ruary 19,  and  in  all  other  exchanges  on  Feb- 
ruary 21.  Tentative  release  has  been  set  for 
March  30. 

Other  pictures  in  the  block  are:  “The  Thin 
Man  Goes  Home,”  “Main  Street  After  Dark,” 
“Music  for  Millions,”  “Blonde  Fever,”  “This 
Man’s  Navy,”  “Between  Two  Women”  and 
“Nothing  But  Trouble.”  They  are  being  re- 
leased in  the  order  named,  from  January  12 
to  March  16. 


Anii-Discriminaiion 
Bill  Endorsed  by  IT0A 

NEW  YORK — A resolution  favoring  pas- 
sage of  the  Ives-Quinn  antirace  discrimi- 
nation bill  pending  in  Albany  was  passed 
at  the  bimonthly  meeting  of  the  ITOA  at 
the  Hotel  Astor. 

Leo  Brecher  was  appointed  by  President 
Harry  Brandt  to  head  a committee  to  go  to 
the  state  capital  seeking  speedy  enactment 
of  the  legislation. 

Vigorous  protest  over  the  rise  in  rental 
charges  for  reissues  was  made. 

The  coal  and  brownout  situation  was  dis- 
cussed at  length.  Members  unable  to  obtain 
fuel  were  asked  to  seek  the  aid  of  the  ITOA 
in  obtaining  allotments  through  the  mayor’s 
office. 

Some  of  the  members  reported  zealous  po- 
licemen had  requested  them  to  reduce  lights 
in  their  lobbies  which  they  are  not  expected 
to  do  under  the  WPB  brownout  order.  Presi- 
dent Brandt  directed  them  to  report  any  re- 
currences of  this  nature  to  the  ITOA. 


Salesmen's  Group  Now 
Is  "M.  P.  Sales  Guild" 

NEW  YORK — Motion  Picture  Sales  Guild 
is  the  name  adopted  by  the  newly-formed 
union  of  metropolitan  film  salesmen.  A 
MPSG  committee  has  already  conferred  with 
the  CIO  and  IATSE  relative  to  affiliation  but 
no  decision  has  been  reached. 

The  guild  has  elected  temporary  officers, 
opened  a bank  account  and  is  in  the  process 
of  preparing  a constitution  and  bylaws. 
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Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


\A7ILLIAM  A.  WHITE,  vice-president  and 
” general  manager  of  Skouras  Theatres, 
chose  the  hard  way  to  success,  adhering  to 
the  belief  that  “making  your  own  way  is 
more  fun.” 

Had  he  wanted  to, 
he  could  merely  have 
said  to  his  dad,  John 
White,  a wealthy  the- 
atre builder  : “How 
about  getting  me  a 
good  job?”  And  his 
dad  would  have  been 
only  too  glad  to  oblige. 

Bill  was  a mere 
shaver  of  11  when  he 
worked  as  a “card  boy” 
at  the  old  Dewey  The- 
atre on  East  14th  St. 
WILLIAM  A.  WHITE  A “card  boy,”  Bill  in- 
forms, changed  the  announcement  boards  for 
each  vaudeville  act. 

The  Dewey  was  close  to  the  present  site 
of  the  Academy  of  Music,  now  a part  of  the 
Skouras  circuit.  Bill  was  born  just  around 
the  corner  and  attended  St.  Francis  Xavier 
School. 

His  father  was  a Tammany  alderman  who 
served  under  Tim  Sullivan's  leadership  when 
he  leased  a parcel  of  property  at  Broadway 
and  96th  St.  The  lessor  was  Robert  Dowling 
who  today  is  head  of  the  City  Investing  Co., 
owners  of  the  Astor  theatre  property.  Bill’s 
dad  built  the  Riverside  Theatre  on  the  up- 
town site,  leasing  it  to  the  Keith  circuit  for 
two-a-day  vaudeville. 

The  Clan  Moves  Uptown 

The  White  clan  moved  uptown.  Then  White 
sr.  constructed  in  rapid  succession  the  Nemo 
and  Riviera  theatres  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  Jamaica,  Queens,  during  the 
period  from  1911  to  1913. 

Bill  had  a glorious  time  during  those  days. 
“Whenever  I wasn’t  going  to  school  I’d  be 
ushering  or  doing  some  other  chores  around 
my  dad’s  theatres.” 

When  he  was  a little  older  he  attended 
and  graduated  from  New  York  Military  Acad- 
emy, Cornwall,  N.  Y.  His  father  had  his 
heart  set  on  Bill’s  entering  West  Point,  but 
he  was  disappointed  . . . the  latter  flunked 
his  entrance  exams  in  mathematics.  Im- 
patient at  the  six-month  wait  for  the  next 
semester,  Bill  matriculated  at  Rutgers  Uni- 
versity. After  three  months  he  joined  the 
navy  in  September,  1917. 

A gob  for  a year,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  November,  1918,  when  the  armi- 
stice was  signed.  Bill  decided  to  see  Win- 
field R.  Sheehan,  a friend  of  the  family,  who 
was  then  general  manager  of  Fox  Film  Corp. 

Results  of  the  interview  were  fruitful.  He 
went  to  the  Buffalo  exchange  for  Fox  in  De- 
cember, 1918,  to  leara  the  business  from  the 
ground  up.  After  being  employed  there  all 
of  four  weeks,  he  was  sent  on  the  road  to 
sell  just  one  item:  Mutt  & Jeff  cartoons. 

Of  these,  Bill  says:  “Cartoons  in  those  days 
used  to  be  given  away  free  with  the  features. 
You  can  imagine  my  problem  in  trying  to 
SELL  them.”  Later,  White  convinced  the 
Cleveland  branch  manager  that  he  (the  man- 
ager) should  give  him  a trial  as  a full-fleged 
salesman.  Subsequently  he  worked  as  a sales- 
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man  in  Indianapolis  and  Chicago  prior  to 
returning  to  New  York.  Once  back  in  Gotham, 
White  was  assigned  to  the  contract  depart- 
ment at  the  Fox  home  office,  working  under 
Herman  Robbins  and  Dick  White. 

When  he  heard  that  Fox  News  was  being 
organized,  he  wangled  an  appointment  to  the 
staff  from  Sheehan.  In  1925,  he  made  a tour 
of  European  capitals  to  obtain  local  camera- 
men to  represent  Fox  News.  His  pioneering 
work  resulted  in  Fox  being  represented  in 
every  important  European  capital  from  that 
time  on. 

When  his  work  was  finished  in  Europe, 
White  cabled  his  sweetheart  to  join  him  in 
London  so  they  could  get  married. 

“Can’t  we  get  married  in  the  United  States 
when  you  return?”  she  cabled  back. 

“Paris  is  lovely  this  time  of  year,”  White 
cabled  back  and  won  the  transatlantic  word 
battle. 

They  were  married  in  St.  Martin’s  in  the 
Field,  adjacent  to  Trafalgar  Square  in  1926. 
The  Whites  have  two  children,  a 12-year-old 
son,  whc  attends  school  in  Tucson,  and  a 
17-year-old  daughter,  a student  at  Knox, 
Cooperstown,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  White’s  sister  is  the 
former  Kay  Johnson,  who  is  married  to  John 
Cromwell,  director. 

When  the  elder  White  died  in  1921,  his  son 
assumed  management  of  the  theatres  on  a 
part-time  basis.  After  a flyer  in  the  mortgage 
business,  Bill  assumed  full-time  manage- 
ment. In  1931,  the  Skouras  brothers,  Charles 
P„  Spyros  and  George,  came  to  New  York 
to  take  over  the  management  of  the  bank- 
rupt Fox  theatres.  The  elder  White  had  a 
partnership  arrangement  with  Fox. 

He  Meets  the  Brothers  Skouras 

With  the  arrival  of  the  Skouras  brothers 
something  unusual  happened.  Bill  walked 
into  his  office  in  the  Riviera  one  day  to  find 
a group  of  men  engaged  in  conference.  With 
few  exceptions,  they  were  strangers.  After 
the  Skouras  brothers  introduced  themselves, 
he  sat  in  with  the  conferees. 

Very  little  progress  was  being  made  in  se- 
curing his  approval  to  a new  partnership 
agreement  until  brother  Charlie  smiled  at 
Bill,  slapped  him  on  the  back  and  said: 
“We’re  partners,  eh,  kid?” 

Bill  smiled  back,  the  men  shook  hands — 
and  the  Skouras  brothers  have  been  part- 
ners ever  since.  No  formal  agreement  has 
been  signed.  Bill  joined  the  Skouras  circuit 
as  a manager  in  November,  1931;  was  made 
a division  manager  several  years  later  and 
general  manager  five  years  ago.  Last  Novem- 
ber he  was  made  a vice-president. 


RANDOM  JOTTINGS:  Exhibitor  A1  Shan- 
ley  has  reopened  the  former  Alden,  New 
Rochelle,  as  the  Astor.  His  opening  stunt 
was  to  announce  free  admission  for  service 
men  and  Gold  Star  Mothers.  The  house  was 
formerly  operated  by  Sam  Baker  and  before 
that  by  Harry  Brandt. 


Herman  Kram,  pioneer  film  salesman  and 
charter  member  of  the  Motion  Picture  Asso- 
ciates, is  dead.  Kram,  a courtly  gentleman 
of  the  old  school,  was  a linguist  who  spoke 
six  languages.  He  worked  for  Pathe  in  the 
early  days  and  retired  from  the  business  15 
years  ago. 


Lieut.  Wilbur  Snaper,  who  was  an  exhibi- 
tor with  his  father  during  his  civilian  days, 
has  reported  to  Ft.  Dix  after  a 30-day  fur- 
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lough.  Lieut.  Snaper,  popular  along  Filmrow, 
recently  returned  from  overseas  duty. 


The  Strand,  Astoria,  formerly  under  the 
management  of  Levy  Bros.,  is  now  being  op- 
erated by  David  Weinstock  of  Raybond  the- 
atres . . . Exhibitor  Herman  Becker  is  back 
from  a vacation  in  the  south  . . . Skouras 
circuit’s  Westchester  Division  Manager  J. 
Kenneth  Henry  is  on  vacation  . . . Allan 
Daly’s  mother  died  at  her  home  in  Olean, 
N.  Y.  He’s  a booker  for  Skouras  theatres. 


Irving  Pinsker  of  the  Island  theatre  circuit 
reports  that  Nassau  County  theatres  are  still 
suffering  from  the  after-effects  of  the  recent 
snowstorm.  He  says  that  the  oil  supply  is  ade- 
quate, but  that  coal  is  reaching  a low  point. 


MANAGERS,  TAKE  A BOW:  Here’s  one 
instance  where  managers  have  been  recog- 
nized for  the  fine  war  job  they  are  doing. 
It  happened  at  the  Vanderbilt-Strathmore 
Country  Club,  Manhasset,  L.  I.,  when  Mrs. 
Probak,  wife  of  the  blade  manufacturer,  ten- 
dered some  20  Skouras  managers  a dinner 
for  their  cooperation  in  the  various  drives. 
Division  Manager  Hugh  Finnegan  headed  the 
contingent. 


Loew’s  theatre  personnel  have  been  shifted 
as  follows:  Arthur  Egberts,  manager  of 
Loew’s  White  Plains  assigned  as  relief  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  Jersey  City;  Michael  Stranger, 
manager  of  the  College,  New  Haven,  replaces 
Egberts. 

Samuel  Shubouf,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Poli,  Waterbury,  has  been  made  relief  man- 
ager at  the  College,  New  Haven.  Tito  Laz- 
zari  of  the  Bijou,  New  Haven,  is  taking  Shu- 
bouf’s  place.  The  changes  were  necessitated 
by  a leave  of  absence  granted  to  George 
Dumond,  manager  of  Loew’s  Jersey  City. 


BABY  TAKE  A BOW:  Nick  John  Mat- 
soukas,  head  of  the  Skouras  circuit’s  war 
effort  department,  who  conceived  the  na- 
tionally popular  stunt  of  the  baby  on  the 
postal  card  with  the  legend:  “What  do  mean 
you  ain’t  gonna  buy  no  bonds?”  is  preparing 
another  gag  equally  as  effective  for  the 
forthcoming  Seventh  War  Loan. 

Tolerance  Films  to  Be 
Shown  for  Teachers 

NEW  YORK — A showing  of  films  designed 
to  promote  racial  and  religious  tolerance  will 
be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Brooklyn 
Jewish  Community  Council  March  1 at  the 
Preview  theatre,  and  will  be  attended  by  more 
than  100  teachers  and  supervisors. 

The  educators  will  be  asked  to  comment 
on  the  films,  according  to  Jacob  Greenberg, 
associate  superintendent  in  charge  of  the  hu- 
man relations  program  in  the  public  schools. 
Recommendations  on  films  to  be  used  in  the 
schools  will  be  based  on  these  criticisms,  Dr. 
Greenberg  said. 

Films  were  produced  by  the  OWI,  New  York 
University,  and  other  agencies. 


Blue  Names  Vice-Presidents 

NEW  YORK— The  Blue  Network  of  the 
American  Broadcasting  Co.,  Inc.,  elected 
three  new  vice-presidents  and  created  a 
news  and  news  features  department  in  the 
company.  C.  P.  Jaeger,  general  sales  man- 
ager; Fred  Smith,  director  of  promotion,  pub- 
licity and  advertising,  and  Charles  E.  Rynd, 
formerly  treasurer  of  the  company,  were 
elected  vice-presidents  at  a recent  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors. 


Atlas  Penning  "The  Jazz  Singer" 

Leopold  Atlas  is  currently  penning  the 
screenplay  for  the  modernized  version  of 
Warners’  “The  Jazz  Singer.”  The  original 
film  was  released  in  1927  with  partial  dia- 
log and  sound. 
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THE  EASTERN  AREA’S  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Mrs.  Maybelle  Hopkin- 

son  was  showing  pic- 
tures in  the  town  halls 
of  Suffern,  Spring 
Valley  and  Nanuet  in 
New  York  as  early  as 
1910.  At  present  she  is 
proprietor  of  the  Val- 
ley Theatre  in  Spring 
Valley.  Mrs.  Hopkin- 
son  is  very  much  in- 
terested in  civic  af- 
fairs, but  prefers  not 
to  hold  public  office. 
She  is  affiliated  with  Allied  Theatre  Owners 
of  New  York.  Mrs.  Hopkinson  gives  so  much 
of  her  time  and  effort  to  local  needy  cases 
and  charities  that  she  can  hardly  find  place 
in  her  day’s  activities  for  membership  in  any 
fraternal  or  exhibitor  organizations. 

David  O.  Atkinson  en- 
tered the  business  in 
1906  as  a doorman  in 
Reading,  Pa.  A short 
time  later  he  became  a 
projectionist  and  sub- 
sequently manager.  In 
1923  he  bought  the 
Philmont,  Phillips- 
burg,  N.  J.,  and  ten 
years  later,  the  Main 
there.  Before  entering 
the  industry,  he 
worked  in  a depart- 
ment store.  The  old  adage,  “like  father,  like 
son,”  must  run  true  to  form  in  Atkinson’s 
case,  for  his  son,  David  O.  jr.,  is  associated 
with  his  father.  He  has  a married  daughter, 
too.  Atkinson  is  a member  of  the  Rotary  Club 
and  the  Phillipsburg  Civic  Ass’n. 


Louis  Braca  sr.  of  New 
Jersey,  owner  of  Braca 
and  Pier  theatres,  has 
helped  promote  show 
business  since  1916, 
when  he  built  the 
Braca,  Sea  Isle  City’s 
first  theatre.  In  1939 
he  had  it  remodeled 
and  modernized.  Braca 
then  purchased  the 
Pier,  open  summers 
only,  in  1940.  For  ten 
years  he  was  on  the 
school  board  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
county  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Elks,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Red 
Men,  Eagles  and  Moose.  Braca  has  no  less 
than  14  grandchildren  and  two  great  grand- 
children. 

Lauritz  Garman,  head 
of  a chain  of  Balti- 
more theatres,  with 
seating  capacities  of 
570  to  1,000,  began  his 
career  in  the  motion 
picture  business  in 
1914  at  the  Pimlico.  In 
the  succeeding  11  years 
he  purchased  the  Ava- 
lon, Uptown,  Pikes  and 
New  theatres.  Since 
1930  he  has  been  vice- 
president  of  the 
MPTO  of  Baltimore,  and  is  a Shriner,  Ki- 
wanian  and  past  chief  barker  of  Variety, 
Tent  19.  Although  interested  in  civic  affairs, 
Garman  holds  no  public  office  at  present. 
His  son,  Sidney  L„  is  now  with  the  armed 
forces  serving  in  France. 


Harry  Kridel  entered 
the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry in  1919.  He 
originally  bought  his 
theatre  building  as  a 
garage  site,  but  his 
brother  persuaded  him 
to  open  a theatre  in- 
stead. His  current  op- 
eration is  the  Plaza 
Theatre  in  Newark,  N. 
J.  He  is  interested  in 
civic  affairs,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masons  and 
Elks,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Allied 
Theatre  Owners  of  New  Jersey  and  the 
ITOA.  His  hobbies  are  fishing  and  catering 
to  his  grandchildren,  preferably  the  latter. 
He  has  three  daughters,  Frances  and  Janet, 
both  married,  and  Madeline. 

Not  satisfied  32  years 
ago  with  being  a traf- 
fic manager,  assistant 
superintendent  and 
having  a cigar  busi- 
ness, Lewen  Pizor  de- 
cided on  the  motion 
picture  business,  de- 
termined to  learn  from 
the  ground  up.  He 
started  as  an  usher  at 
the  Garden  Theatre  in 
Camden,  N.  J.,  and 
since  1912  has  ac- 
quired a chain  of  15  theatres  in  Philadelphia. 
His  many  activities  include  directorship  of 
the  Broad  Street  Trust  Co.,  and  president 
of  the  UMPTO  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
South  New  Jersey  and  Delaware.  He  is  a 
member  of  12  fraternal  organizations. 

Elmore  D.  Heins, 

owner  of  the  Ameri- 
can, Roanoke,  Park 
and  Rialto  theatres  in 
Roanoke  started  in  the 
business  in  1913.  It 
was  then  he  opened 
the  American  with  a 
seating  capacity  of 
700.  In  1928  he  en- 
larged it  to  a 2,000- 
seater.  Today,  besides 
operating  his  four  the- 
atres, he  is  director  of 
the  Virginia  MPTO  and  belongs  to  the  Pic- 
ture Pioneers.  For  several  years,  until  1942, 
he  was  associated  with  the  Roanoke  Country 
Club,  serving  in  capacity  of  vice-president 
and  president,  respectively.  He  has  two 
daughters;  a son  Robert  is  in  the  navy. 

The  film  industry  may 
well  be  proud  of  I.  M. 

Hirshblond,  who  for  27 
years  has  fostered  the 
picture  business  in 
Toms  River.  He  began 
his  career  in  1917.  He 
is  the  owner  of  the 
Community  and  Traco 
theatres  in  Toms 
River,  N.  J.,  and  the 
Community  Theatre  in 
Tuckerton,  N.  J.  He 
has  two  sons,  one  of 
whom  has  served  wih  the  armed  forces  for 
three  years,  and  is  now  in  European  theatre 
of  war.  He  is  a member  of  the  Kiwanis,  Va- 
riety, Masons,  Shriners,  Odd  Fellows  and 
Elks.  His  hobbies  are  fishing,  baseball  and 
football. 


George  N.  Seay  of 
Blackstone,  Va„  has 
been  in  the  industry 
quite  a few  years,  dat- 
ing back  to  1924  when 
he  purchased  the  Lyric 
Theatre  which  he  op- 
erated until  1930.  The 
same  year  he  founded 
the  Blackstone  Amuse- 
ment Corp.  and  be- 
came its  president.  Six 
years  later  he  started 
the  present  Nottawa 
Theatre  Bldg.  Before  entering  the  picture 
business  he  attended  the  College  of  William 
and  Mary.  He  entered  the  U.S.  army  in  1942, 
and  is  now  connected  with  the  post  theatres 
at  Camp  Pickett,  Va.  In  civilian  life  he  was 
prominent  in  civic  affairs. 

Isaac  Levy  came  into 
the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry in  1912.  His 
present  operation  is 
the  Greenwood  Thea- 
tre at  Trenton,  N.  J. 

He  is  interested  in 
civic  affairs,  but  pre- 
fers to  hold  no  public 
office.  He  is  a Mason 
and  affiliated  with  the 
True  Craftsman  Lodge 
at  Trenton,  but  is  not 
a member  of  any  ex- 
hibitor organization.  He  likes  all  outdoor 
sports,  but  he  is  particularly  fond  of  foot- 
ball. He  has  four  children:  Irvin,  a doctor; 
Leon,  an  attorney;  Mrs.  N.  Owen,  a married 
daughter,  and  Edgar,  who  is  assisting  his 
father  in  operating  the  Greenwood  Theatre. 

Helping  dad  with  the 
bookings  and  acting  as 
his  all  around  handy- 
man, was  Irving  Brei- 
m a n’s  introduc- 
tion into  the  picture 
business.  Having  tried 
his  hand  at  various 
trades  and  professions 
during  the  past  few 
years,  it  didn’t  take 
him  long  to  realize 
that  his  heart  was  with 
the  industry.  He  now 
owns  the  President,  1,000-seater,  Bronx,  N.  Y. 
His  daughter,  Gloria,  is  following  suit  at  the 
M-G-M  exchange.  Breiman  likes  to  tinker 
around  with  tools,  and  can  repair  almost  any- 
thing. He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Motion  Picture  Associates. 

Vincent  R.  McFaul, 

another  old-timer  in 
the  industry,  is  head 
of  Buffalo  Theatres, 

Inc.,  and  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  busi- 
ness 37  years.  His  busi- 
ness and  social  life 
have  kept  him  busy 
being  an  active  mem- 
ber of  such  organiza- 
tions as  the  Motion 
Picture  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  New  York  State, 
western  New  York  zone,  of  which  he  is  treas- 
urer, New  York  Athletic  and  Union  League 
clubs,  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  and  Buf- 
falo Country  clubs,  Buffalo  Council  Knights 
of  Columbus  and  many  others.  His  hobbies 
are  gardening  and  motoring. 
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T^Jilt  Young,  Stanley-Warner  flack,  holds  the 
undisputed  title  of  Hard  Luck  Kid  of 
Filmrow.  A month  ago,  he  started  ailing  and 
wound  up  in  the  hospital.  He  left  after  two 
weeks  with  the  doctors  still  puzzled.  Then  his 
wife  was  hurt  in  an  auto  accident.  And  his 
daughter  took  sick.  Milt  figured  that  was 
three  strikes.  But  during  the  recent  cold  spell 
the  family  went  to  bed  and  the  house  caught 
fire.  Firemen,  luckily,  carried  them  all  to 
safety. 

Benny  Carter  and  an  all-sepia  show  had  the 
joint  rockin’  at  the  Earle  last  week,  with 
plenty  of  Lexington  Ave.  stuff  . . . Former 
Judge  Joseph  N.  Proskauer,  representing  War- 
ner Bros,  in  the  William  Goldman  appeal 
case,  was  talking  in  court  of  the  Mastbaum 
Theatre,  WB  deluxer,  which  is  one  of  the 
bones  of  contention.  “It’s  one  of  the  great- 
est houses  in  show  business,  your  honor,”  he 
told  the  court,  “but  during  the  depression  it 
had  to  close  its  doors  for  15  years.”  Re- 
minded by  a defense  attorney  that  the  Mast- 
baum was  dark  for  only  eight  years,  Proskauer 
apologized  to  the  court.  “Forgive  me,  your 
honor,”  he  said.  “Since  I’ve  been  connected 
with  the  motion  picture  industry,  I have 
fallen  into  its  common  failing — gross  exagger- 
ation.” 

Leon  Levy,  president  of  WCAU,  was  elected 
last  week  to  the  board  of  directors  of  Robin 
Hood  Dell  . . . Benedict  Gimbel  jr.  tossed  a 
party  for  newsmen  and  radio  executives  in 
honor  of  the  birthday  and  completion  of  first 
year  in  radio  of  Alex  Griffin,  news  commenta- 
tor. Griffin  formerly  was  assistant  managing 
editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Record. 

John  Roach,  manager  of  the  SW  Ardmore, 
was  promoted  to  district  manager  of  the  cir- 
cuit’s west  and  northwest  Philadelphia 
houses,  formerly  supervised  by  John  Lexey, 
who  recently  died. 

The  film  industry  will  kick  off  its  Red 
Cross  campaign  at  a luncheon  meeting  Feb- 
ruary 24  in  the  Warwick  Hotel.  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  national  industry  chairman,  and 
William  A.  Scully  will  be  on  hand  from  the 
national  committee.  Handling  the  drive  lo- 
cally is  Earle  Sweigert,  Paramount,  .who  is 
exhibitor  chairman,  and  George  Schwartz, 
the  distributor  chairman  . . . Max  Felt,  in- 
dependent exhibitor,  was  ailing  in  Jewish 
Hospital  with  typhoid. 

Larry  Cowen  Is  Appointed 
Proctor's  Troy  Manager 

ALBANY  — Lieut.  Comdr.  Larry  Cowen, 
former  manager  of  the  Grand  here  who  re- 
cently was  released  from  the  navy  after  four 
years  as  intelligence  officer,  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  Proctor’s  Troy.  He  suc- 
ceeds Milton  Schosberg,  who  has  been  named 
general  manager  of  Fabian  theatres  on 
Staten  Island. 


Designer  for  "Mama  Loves  Papa" 

Eleanor  Behm  is  set  as  designer  of  cos- 
tumes for  “Mama  Loves  Papa.” 


Projector  Repair  and  Parts 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARM 

JOE  HORNSTEIN,  Inc. 

630  Ninth  Ave.,  New  York  City 
or  your  Supply  Dealer 


NEW  ALTEC  MANAGER— Carleton  S. 
Perkins,  who  has  been  named  commer- 
cial engineering  manager  in  New  York  for 
Altec  Service  Corp.  He  succeeds  Don  L. 
Turner,  resigned. 


ALBANY 


TJerlin,  New  York  will  soon  hit  the  headlines 
as  being  one  of  the  nine  towns  of  that 
name  in  as  many  states  chosen  for  the  pre- 
miere of  Warners’  “Hotel  Berlin,”  which  is 
scheduled  for  release  simultaneously  with  the 
fall  of  Berlin,  Germany  . . . “Roughly  Speak- 
ing” will  be  tradeshown  February  19  and 
Metro’s  “Keep  Your  Powder  Dry”  Febru- 
ary 21. 

Abe  Stone,  who  recently  was  given  a fine 
testimonial  dinner  by  the  Variety  Club,  in- 
sists that  he  definitely  is  out  of  the  motion 
picture  business.  Abe,  who  headed  many 
independent  exhibitor  groups  in  this  territory, 
was  honored  by  exhibitors  from  every  part 
of  the  area  at  the  dinner.  Stone  retired  from 
exhibition  to  devote  his  full  time  to  other  in- 
terests, which  include  a liquor  establishment 
here. 

Bill  Benson  is  back  at  his  former  position 
on  the  Universal  sales  staff  here,  trans- 
ferred from  New  Haven  to  replace  Charlie 
Weill,  who  has  resigned  to  engage  in  a busi- 
ness of  his  own  . . . The  Smith-Howell  Film 
Delivery  boys  have  added  new  laurels  in  the 
company’s  many  years  of  service.  Despite 
railroad  tieups  and  blocked  highways,  the 
delivery  boys  immediately  procured  service 
from  Buffalo  exchanges  when  prints  from 
Albany  were  held  up  and  delivered  them  in 
time  for  showings  . . . Ben  Smith  again  is 
representing  the  Pam-O-Film  exchange  here. 
He  formerly  was  with  PRC. 

The  Star  Theatre  at  Potsdam,  suffered 
$50,000  loss  in  a fire  following  a boiler  ex- 
plosion . . . J.  B.  Berkson  is  proudly  showing 
letters  from  his  two  boys  in  the  service.  One 
from  Cpl.  Eddie  Berkson,  Germany,  thanks 
to  the  PRC  staff  for  the  Christmas  package 
it  sent  him,  and  in  the  other,  Capt.  Robert 
Berkson,  Italy,  says  that  he  may  be  home  on 
leave  soon. 


"SYWA"  Mexico  City  Hit 

MEXICO  CITY — Completing  the  first  week 
of  its  run  a the  Palacio  Chino  Theatre  here, 
David  O.  Selznick’s  “Since  You  Went  Away” 
broke  all  opening  day  and  weekend  records 
for  receipts  and  attendance  for  American  pic- 
tures at  this  house. 


BUFFALO 


paramount  staged  a special  preview  of  its 
Technicolor  musical,  “Bring  On  the  Girls,” 
Friday  (16)  at  Shea’s  Niagara  Theatre  on 
the  lower  west  side.  Invitations  were  classy 
and  got  in  the  hands  of  the  right  people. 

A group  of  prominent  Buffalo  Poles  par- 
ticipated in  a celebration  in  observance  of 
the  135th  birthday  of  Frederic  Chopin  at  the 
Chopin  monument  in  Humboldt  Park,  where 
a wreath  was  placed  in  memory  of  the  famed 
Polish  composer.  Arnold  Cornelissen,  musical 
director  of  the  Chopin  Singing  Society,  pre- 
sided. Then  everyone  attended  the  opening 
of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  film,  based  on  the 
life  of  Chopin,  at  Basil’s  Lafayette.  It  was 
a nice  piece  of  exploitation  by  Brerton,  Mac- 
kenna,  et  al. 

Among  Americans  believed  to  have  been 
freed  from  Philippine  prison  camps  is  Arthur 
G.  Doyle,  brother  of  Mrs.  Leo  P.  Meyer,  this 
city,  who  had  lived  in  Buffalo  before  he  be- 
came a representative  for  the  20th-Fox  in  the 
Far  East  in  1936.  The  last  word  received  re- 
garding Doyle  was  from  one  of  the  Gripsholm 
passengers  who  told  Mrs.  Meyer  in  December 
1943,  that  her  brother  was  alive  and  a pris- 
oner at  Santo  Tomas. 

The  first  suburban  village  in  Erie  County 
to  declare  a heatless  holiday,  Hamburg,  closed 
its  business  places,  theatres  and  public  build- 
ings for  one  day  under  an  emergency  fuel- 
saving edict  by  Mayor  Raymond  J.  Emerling. 
Other  suburbans  promoted  conservation  pro- 
grams. 

Michael  Lembicz,  projectionist  at  Basil’s 
Apollo,  gets  around  like  anybody  else  even 
if  he  has  two  artificial  legs.  Besides  his  full- 
time job  at  the  East  Side  house,  he  repairs 
watches,  clocks  and  electrical  equipment.  He 
is  taking  a course  in  watch  repairing  at  a 
Buffalo  training  school.  Mike  has  been  a 
projectionist  25  years,  having  been  associated 
with  the  Liberty,  Mercury,  Keith’s,  Strand 
and  Apollo.  He  has  been  working  for  Basil’s 
more  than  five  years. 

The  fuel  emergency  here,  which  not  only 
held  temperatures  to  a minimum  for  several 
days  inside  theatres  but  closed  some  entirely 
for  a full  day  and  night,  has  now  ended,  ac- 
cording to  an  announcement  made  by  Mayor 
Joseph  J.  Kelly. 

A member  of  the  Shea’s  North  Park  The- 
atre orchestra  during  the  silent  film  era,  who 
later  won  a prominent  position  in  the  Buffalo 
Philharmonic  Orchestra,  Joseph  F.  Locke, 
died  last  Sunday  at  the  age  of  68  in  Meyer 
Memorial  Hospital.  A bass  fiddler,  he  played 
in  the  Knickerbocker  Hotel  in  New  York.  He 
retired  two  years  ago  when  his  eyesight  began 
to  fail.  He  also  played  the  cello,  cornet  and 
bass  horn.  He  was  a member  of  the  musi- 
cians’ union. 

Lieut.  James  O’Shea,  son  of  M-G-M’s  east- 
ern sales  manager,  Edward  K.  O’Shea,  has  re- 
turned to  the  States  after  16  months  overseas. 
With  300  combat  hours  in  fighter  planes  to 
his  credit,  he  wears  a DFC,  Air  Medal  and 
five  clusters  . . . There  was  a breath  of  spring 
in  the  air  as  the  area  is  experiencing  its  first 
thaw  of  the  winter. 


Date  "Town  Went  Wild" 

NEW  YORK  — PRC’s  “The  Town  Went 
Wild”  will  have  its  premiere  starting  Feb- 
ruary 21  at  the  Mayfair,  Baltimore. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARMS 

Give  Perfect  Projection  Changovers 
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Filipinos  help  PT  boat  pick  up  Jap  survivors  after  the 
action  In  Surigao  Strait.  Official  U.  S.  Navy  Photograph. 


In  the  Second  Battle  of  the  Philippine  Sea— the  superb 
reconnaissance  work  of  our  photographers  was  one  of 
the  decisive  elements  of  victory. 


SO  it  has  been  all  through  this  war.  Again  and  again,  our  compre- 
hensive use  of  photography — in  mapping  terrain,  scouting  enemy 
movements,  locating  targets — has  given  our  forces  up-to-the-minute 
information  essential  to  victory. 

The  movies  have  had  a lot  to  do  with  this.  From  the  industry  have  come 
many  of  our  finest  photographers.  And  movie  men  have  done  invaluable 
work  turning  “green”  youngsters  into  expert  combat  photographers, 
supervising  the  production  of  thousands  of  training  films  for  our  armed 
forces,  and  making  news  films  for  the  folks  at  home. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
FORT  LEE  CHICAGO  HOLLYWOOD 


°ne  of  a series  0f 
advertisements  by 
KODAK  testifying  to 

the  achievements  of 
the  movies  at  war 
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The  Ritz,.  Lyndhursl, 
Files  AAA  Complaint 

NEW  YORK — Ritzlynd,  Inc.,  operating  the 
Ritz,  Lyndhurst,  N.  J.,  alleges  that  the  major 
distributors,  by  “improperly  permitting”  the 
Franklyn,  Nutley,  to  follow  the  Capitol, 
Belleville,  by  seven  instead  of  14  days,  have 
by  indirection  given  the  Franklyn  seven  days’ 
clearance  over  the  Ritz. 

In  an  arbitration  complaint  filed  in  the 
local  tribunal  the  plaintiff  seeks  reduction 
of  the  Rivoli’s  clearance  over  the  Ritz  to 
one  day,  or  such  clearance  as  the  arbitrator 
deems  reasonable. 

As  a result  of  the  present  clearance  setup, 
the  Ritz  is  forced  to  follow  the  Rivoli,  Ruther- 
ford, by  14  days.  In  addition,  states  the  com- 
plaint, the  Capitol  allegedly  waives  clearance 
on  the  Franklyn,  reducing  the  protection  to 
one  day.  Furthermore,  the  defendants  have 
permitted  the  Rivoli  to  reduce  admission 
prices  to  the  detriment  of  the  Ritz,  accord- 
ing to  the  complaint. 

Theatres  that  may  be  affected  by  an  arbi- 
tration award  were  listed  as  Capitol,  Belle- 
ville; Lincoln,  North  Arlington,  and  the 
Regent  and  Hudson,  both  in  Kearney,  N.  J. 

Chinese  Scouts  to  March 
At  WB  World  Premiere 

MACON,  GA.  — Chinese  Boy  Scouts  and 
adults  from  Augusta,  one  of  the  largest  Chi- 
nese communities  in  the  south,  will  partici- 
pate in  a parade  honoring  Col.  Robert  Lee 
Scott,  author  of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot,”  at  the 
Grand  Theatre  on  February  21.  A fleet  of 
Chinese  rickshaws  also  will  add  color  to  the 
gasless  procession. 

In  further  tribute  to  the  American  flying 
hero,  Lamar  Park,  opposite  the  Grand  Thea- 
tre, has  been  named  Scott  Park  for  the  open- 
ing day.  A big  war  bond  pitch  on  the  site 
will  inaugurate  the  occasion. 


"Les  Musiciens"  Dated 

NEW  YORK— -The  55th  Street  Playhouse 
will  present  the  U.S.  premiere  of  the  French 
film,  “Les  Musiciens  Du  Ciel  (Musicians  from 
Heaven),  following  the  current  attraction, 
“The  Merry  Wives  of  Vienna.”  English  Films, 
Inc.,  is  the  distributor. 


CBS  Men  Giving  Courses 

NEW  YORK — Three  CBS  executives  are 
giving  courses  in  New  York  University’s 
radio  workshop.  They  are  John  J.  Karol, 
network  sales  manager;  Lee  Bland,  supervisor 
of  network  operations,  and  Lou  Chapin,  di- 
rector on  the  CBS  music  staff. 


BBC  Time  to  "Wilson" 

NEW  YORK  — The  British  Broadcasting 
Corp.  gave  time  to  Darryl  F.  Zanuck’s  pro- 
duction of  “Wilson”  for  20th-Fox  in  a recent 
15-minute  broadcast.  The  commentary  was 
delivered  by  Sewell  Stokes.  BBC  does  not  sell 
radio  time  for  commercial  purposes. 


Majestic  Forms  a Subsidiary 

NEW  YORK — Majestic  Records,  Inc.,  a sub- 
sidiary of  the  Majestic  Radio  & Television 
Corp.  of  Chicago,  has  been  formed  in  the 
phonograph  recording  industry.  The  forma- 
tion of  the  company  is  in  line  with  Majestic’s 
plans  for  expansion  into  fields  allied  with 
radio,  television  and  the  entertainment  world. 


Mowrey  to  Speak  at  Toledo 

NEW  YORK — Paul  B.  Mowrey,  manager 
of  the  television  division  of  the  Blue  Net- 
work, is  scheduled  to  speak  before  the  Wom- 
en’s Advertising  Club  of  Toledo  February  20 
on  “What  Is  Television  and  What  It  Means 
to  You.” 


SHE  GETS  AROUND — Lauren  Bacall, 
currently  in  Warners’  “To  Have  and  Have 
Not,”  chats  with  Vice-President  Harry 
Truman  at  the  National  Press  Club  bene- 
fit party,  Washington. 


Three  New  Best-Sellers 
Are  Owned  by  20th-Fox 

NEW  YORK  — Twentieth-Fox  owns  the 
screen  rights  to  three  of  the  leading  best- 
sellers topping  Publishers’  Weekly  January 
list.  First  place  is  occupied  by  Betty  Smith’s 
“A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  which  was 
completed  by  the  company  recently,  and 
slated  to  open  at  the  Roxy  at  the  end  of 
the  month. 

Following  closely  are  W.  Somerset  Maug- 
ham’s “The  Razor’s  Edge”  and  Ben  Ames 
Williams’  “Leave  Her  to  Heaven.”  Both  of 
these  are  scheduled  to  go  before  the  cameras 
shortly.  In  the  nonfiction  selections,  20th- 
Fox  owns  “Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam.” 

Other  recent  best-seller  acquisitions  by 
20th-Fox  are  John  Hersey's  “A  Bell  for 
Adano,”  Kathleen  Winsor’s'  "Forever  Amber” 
and  Samuel  Shellabarger’s  “Captain  From 
Castile.” 

Pathe  Releases  Special 
"Western  Front"  Reel 

NEW  YORK — An  over-all  pictorial  record 
of  recent  events  along  the  western  front  is 
contained  in  the  one-reeler,  “Report  on  the 
Western  Front,”  released  by  Pathe  News  in  all 
Broadway  theatres  Wednesday.  The  reel  is 
compiled  from  the  film  records  of  newsreel 
cameramen  on  six  different  combat  zones  of 
the  front. 

Among  the  scenes  shown  for  the  first  time 
were  the  massacre  of  200  American  prisoners 
by  the  Germans;  the  murder  of  Belgian  civil- 
ians by  the  Nazis  in  Malmedy  for  their  friend- 
ship to  the  Allies;  the  meeting  of  the  First 
and  Third  armies  outside  Houfflaize,  and  the 
return  of  the  civilians  to  Strasbourg.  There 
are  several  other  unusual  scenes  recorded  in 
the  reel. 

RFC  Renting  RCA  3-Story 
Building  in  Jersey  City 

JERSEY  CITY — Defense  Supplies  Corp.,  a 
subsidiary  of  Reconstruction  Finance  Corp., 
has  leased  for  Radio  Corporation  of  Amer- 
ica the  three-story  Protex  building  at  61-71 
Bishop  street.  The  Protex  building,  on  a plot 
100  by  175  feet,  has  been  occupied  by  the 
Protex  company  for  the  manufacture  of 
pliofilm  products.  It  will  be  used  henceforth 
by  RCA  in  the  production  of  war  goods. 
The  radio  concern  now  occupies  180,000 
square  feet  in  the  United  Wallpaper  plant 
here. 


Selznick  Celebrates 
10th  Year  With  SI 

NEW  YORK — David  O.  Selznick  will  mark 
his  tenth  anniversary  as  an  independent 
producer  under  the  banner  of  Selznick  Inter- 
national Pictures  in  March.  The  event  will 
be  observed  with  the  release  of  two  films, 
“I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  and  “Spellbound.” 

With  the  expansion  of  company  plans,  four 
pictures  are  planned  either  for  production  by 
Selznick  or  under  his  supervision  for  the  com- 
ing year.  They  are:  “So  Little  Time,”  “Duel 
in  the  Sun,”  “The  Scarlet  Lily”  and 
“Notorious.” 

The  anniversary  also  commemorates  Selz- 
nick’s  22nd  year  in  the  production  field,  and 
the  32nd  year  in  the  motion  picture  business. 

Selznick  has  been  responsible  for  bringing 
several  stars  to  the  screen.  Among  them  are 
Vivien  Leigh,  Ingrid  Bergman,  Joan  Fontaine 
and  Jennifer  Jones.  Other  stars  now  under 
contract  include  Dorothy  McGuire,  Shirley 
Temple,  Joseph  Cotten  and  Alan  Marshal. 

M-G-M  Will  Dub  Spanish 
For  Latin- America  Mart 

NEW  YORK — Because  of  the  outstanding 
run  of  the  Spanish-dubbed  version  of  “Gas- 
light,” now  in  its  ninth  week  at  the  Metro- 
politan in  Mexico  City,  M-G-M  will  dub  all 
of  its  product  into  Spanish  for  release  in 
South,  Central  and  Latin  America. 

The  company  now  has  18  films  dubbed  in 
Spanish  ready  for  release,  according  to  Sam 
Burger,  foreign  representative  for  M-G-M, 
who  returned  recently  from  a four-month 
tour  of  South  America.  Burger  said  that 
he  expected  the  other  companies  to  follow 
suit  shortly  in  dubbing  their  product. 
M-G-M’s  decision  includes  dubbing  on  fea- 
tures, newsreels,  short  subjects  and  trailers. 

Burger  said  that  the  experiment  with  “Gas- 
light” revealed  that  it  was  playing  to  a vast 
audience  which  had  never  seen  an  American 
film  before  because  of  inability  to  read  super- 
imposed titles. 


Ben  Price  Is  Dead 

NEW  YORK — Ben  Price,  veteran  film  sales- 
man, who  formerly  was  associated  with  Pathe, 
Universal  and  Monogram,  died  at  Miami 
Beach,  Fla.  His  body  was  brought  to  New 
York  for  burial.  A pioneer  with  the  old 
Pathe  company,  Price  was  a veteran  of  20 
years’  service  with  Universal.  His  last  posi- 
tion was  with  Monogram,  where  he  was  Man- 
hattan salesman.  He  had  been  living  in  Flor- 
ida in  recent  months  in  an  effort  to  regain 
his  health.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Grace  Price,  and 
a daughter,  Helen,  employed  in  the  20th-Fox 
exchange,  survive. 


Thanks  for  Dimes  Gifts 

NEW  YORK — A recent  issue  of  News  of 
the  Day  will  include  a special  “Thank  You” 
clip  featuring  Sue  Ann,  an  infantile  paralysis 
victim.  Introduced  by  Van  Johnson,  the  tot 
will  thank  audiences  for  their  generosity  dur- 
ing the  recent  March  of  Dimes  drive.  Frank 
Whitbeck  filmed  the  clip  at  the  M-G-M 
studios. 


WB  Sets  "Berlin"  Date 

NEW  YORK — -Warners  has  set  March  12 
for  national  tradeshowing  of  “Hotel  Berlin.” 
The  premiere  will  be  at  the  Strand  early  in 
March,  following  “Objective,  Burma!” 


Monogram  Departments  Move 

NEW  YORK  — Monogram’s  foreign  and 
publicity  departments  have  moved  from  the 
RKO  Bldg,  at  1270  Sixth  Ave.,  to  1560  Broad- 
way. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Union  Dispute  Truce; 
NLRB  Sets  Hearing 

With  the  setting  by  Washington  head- 
quarters of  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  of  February  22  as  the  date  on  which  it 
will  conduct  a hearing  to  review  the  designa- 
tion of  the  Screen  Players  Union  as  the 
bargaining  agency  for  Hollywood  extras,  a 
temporary  armed  truce  has  settled  on  the 
film  capital’s  No.  1 union  dispute.  Only 
statements,  charges  of  unfair  practices  and 
threats  were  exchanged  by  the  warring  fac- 
tions— SPU  and  the  Screen  Actors  Guild — 
and  the  in-the-middle  producers. 

Declared  the  producers: 

“The  NLRB  action  in  ordering  a rehearing 
with  oral  argument  on  February  22  on  its 
certification  of  Screen  Players  Union  is  grati- 
fying evidence  that  the  producers  have  been 
acting  in  good  faith  and  in  accordance  with 
their  contractual  obligations. 

“The  producers  have  consistently  expressed 
their  willingness  to  negotiate  with  SPU  on 
wages,  hours  and  working  conditions  relating 
to  extra  work.  However,  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  has  not  relinquished  jurisdiction  over 
acting  work  such  as  bits,  parts  and  stunts.” 

They  said  further: 

“The  producers  petitioned  the  NLRB  for 
a redefining  of  the  unit  in  its  certification  of 
SPU  which  resulted  in  the  jurisdictional  con- 
flict. The  request  has  been  granted  and  it 
now  is  earnestly  hoped  that  all  difficulties 
can  be  amicably  solved  in  the  new  hearing.” 

In  the  meantime,  the  producers  stated,  Cen- 
tral Casting  Corp.  will  continue  to  supply  ex- 
tras for  the  producers  exactly  as  it  has  in 
the  past  without  consideration  of  affiliation 
or  nonatfiliation.” 

John  Dales  jr.,  executive  secretary  of  SAG, 
issued  the  following  statement: 

“The  Screen  Actors  Guild  is  grateful  for 
the  opportunity  to  present  its  side  of  the  case 
in  an  orderly  fashion  before  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board.  As  recited  in  our 
petition  in  intervention,  we  feel  that  clarifi- 
cation of  the  NLRB  order  and  certification 
is  imperative.” 

The  guild’s  petition  charged  that  NLRB's 
order  had  set  up  conflicting  jurisdiction  over 
the  same  kind  of  work,  that  is,  bits  and  parts, 
stunts  and  singing,  and  asked  the  board  to 
modify  the  order  to  limit  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  SPU  to  extra  work  only. 

Dales  and  William  Berger,  guild  attorney, 
will  attend  the  Washington  hearings,  at 
which  SPU  will  be  represented  by  Alex  H. 
Schullman,  Harry  Mayo  and  Glenn  Stephens, 
respectively  the  union’s  attorney,  president 
and  vice-president. 


PRC  Promotes  Grant 

PRC  has  promoted  Jack  Grant,  story  editor 
for  eight  months,  to  associate  producer.  His 
first  assignments  in  the  new  berth  will  be 
“The  King  of  Proxy  Street”  and  “Transcon- 
tinental,” two  of  the  company’s  important 
productions. 


Former  Paramount  Aide 
Is  Promoted  in  Marines 

Marine  Lieut.  Harold  L.  Palmer,  formerly 
in  the  production  department  at  Paramount 
studios  in  Hollywood,  has  been  promoted  from 
second  lieutenant. 

As  photographic  officer  of  the  Third  am- 
phibious corps  at  a forward  South  Pacific 
area,  he  has  seen  considerable  action  recently. 
He  participated  in  air  strikes  over  Rabaul, 
Kavieng  and  Bougainville,  running  into 
vicious  antiaircraft  fire.  A plane  which  flew 
over  Rabaul  the  day  after  Palmer’s  trip  was 
shot  down. 

During  the  Guam  invasion,  the  lieutenant 
and  two  of  his  men  found  themselves  hun- 
dreds of  yards  in  advance  of  the  marine  front 
lines.  “There  were  too  many  good  pictures 
to  take,  so  we  stuck  it  out  until  our  outfit 
came  up,”  he  said. 

A few  days  later  the  lieutenant  experienced 
the  greatest  fright  of  his  life.  He  and  a 
corporal  were  trapped  in  a foxhole,  complete- 
ly bracketed  by  Jap  mortar  fire.  A marine 
counterbarrage  from  the  rear  saved  their 
lives. 

The  lieutenant’s  wife,  Janet,  lives  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Premiere  of  "Susan" 
Al  Gotham  Rivoli 

The  first  Hal  Wallis  production  for  Para- 
mount, “The  Affairs  of  Susan,”  will  have  its 
world  premiere  engagement  at  the  New  York 
Rivoli  in  March.  The  picture  has  been 
booked  there  for  an  indefinite  run  and  its 
debut  will  be  followed  by  openings  in  other 
key  cities. 

Paramount’s  “Bring  On  the  Girls”  has  been 
set  for  special  invitational  previews  in  all 
exchange  cities.  The  previews  were  to  be  held 
in  theatres  on  Friday,  February  16,  except 
in  Philadelphia  where  the  event  was  to  be 
on  February  15.  District  and  branch  man- 
agers will  be  hosts  at  the  previews  for  ex- 
hibitors, circuit  executives,  local  industry 
representatives  and  press  and  radio  people. 

Entire  proceeds  of  the  $10  admission  gala 
premiere  of  Warners’  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot” 
February  21  at  the  Grand  Theatre,  Macon, 
Ga.,  will  go  to  Army  Air  Forces  Aid  Society. 
Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott,  author  of  the  story, 
has  been  granted  a four-day  leave  to  attend 
the  premiere  in  his  hometown. 

Wallace  Beery  went  to  Akron,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  guest  of  honor  at  the  world  premiere 
of  Metro’s  “This  Man’s  Navy.” 

Thirty  exploiteers  will  ballyhoo  openings 
of  “Hotel  Berlin”  throughout  the  country. 
In  addition  to  publicity  men  now  in  the 
field,  men  will  be  dispatched  from  home 
office  and  studio  to  hypo  premieres  in  lead- 
ing cities.  Special  press  book  for  openings  is 
currently  in  preparation  to  supplement  regu- 
lar press  book. 


Reshow  Award  Films 
At  Marquis  Theatre 

All  features  nominated  for  the  best  picture 
award  and  all  films  containing  nominations 
for  acting,  directing  and  writing  awards  in 
the  academy’s  17th  annual  awards  of  merit 
are  being  screened  at  the  Marquis  Theatre 
daily  and  Sunday  through  February  25. 

A total  of  20  feature  films  are  being  shown, 
and  each  film  will  be  screened  on  two  occa- 
sions. This  special  showing  of  pictures  is  to 
give  all  voters  in  the  awards  program  the  op- 
portunity to  see  nominations  they  may  have 
missed,  or  to  refresh  their  memories  on 
achievements  released  early  in  the  year.  Two 
films  are  shown  each  evening. 

The  arrangements  for  the  screenings  were 
made  by  Daniel  T.  O’Shea’s  awards  screen- 
ing committee  composed  of  Maxwell  Arnow, 
William  Dozier,  Margaret  Gledhill  and  Jacob 
Karp. 

President  Walter  Wanger  of  the  academy 
announced  that  William  Dozier  has  been 
named  chairman  of  the  documentary  awards 
committee  which  sets  up  rules  and  procedure 
for  selection  of  the  winners  in  the  feature 
and  short  documentary  films. 

Members  of  the  documentary  committee 
are  Dozier,  Nunnally  Johnson,  Kenneth  Mac- 
gowan,  William  Cameron  Menzies,  John 
Mock,  Harriet  Parsons,  Joseph  Sistrom,  Sid 
Solow  and  Frank  Tuttle. 

The  committee  is  holding  a series  of  five 
screenings  at  which  entries  are  being  viewed 
and  sifted.  When  the  committee  has  selected 
those  to  go  on  the  final  ballot  they  will  be 
shown  at  a special  screening  at  the  Marquis 
Theatre  the  night  of  February  27,  attended 
by  academy  members  and  guests.  All  mem- 
bers present  will  vote  for  the  selection  of  the 
winners. 

Universal’s  publicity  chief,  John  Joseph, 
heads  the  press  committee  for  the  awards 
event,  having  been  appointed  to  that  post 
by  President  Wanger.  Other  members  of 
the  committee  are  Harry  Brand,  Hal  Hall, 
John  LeRoy  Johnston  and  Arch  Reeve. 

S.  Bischoff  and  V.  Saville 
Leave  Columbia  Ranks 

Two  producers  have  left  Columbia.  Sam 
Bischoff,  with  the  company  since  1942,  has 
resigned,  and  Director-Producer  Victor  Sa- 
ville completed  his  one-picture  commitment 
and  checked  off  the  lot.  Neither  disclosed 
future  plans. 

Richard  Berger  Chosen 
To  Produce  "Invalid" 

Richard  Berger,  RKO  producer,  has  been 
set  to  handle  production  of  “The  Fabulous 
Invalid,”  drama  by  Edna  Ferber  and  George 
S.  Kaufman.  It  will  be  filmed  as  a Techni- 
color musical-drama. 
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Plan  Lavish  Premiere 

For  "Hotel  Berlin" 

% 

Warner  is  planning  to  open  its  “Hotel  Ber- 
lin” simultaneously  in  seven  houses  in  Los 
Angeles  area  instead  of  regular  three  first 
run  theatres. 

Opening  will  be  most  extensive  locally  since 
“Yankee  Doodle  Dandy”-  had  its  bond  pre- 
mieres in  this  area.  In  addition  to  the  Wil- 
tern,  Hollywood  and  Downtown  houses,  pic- 
ture wil  be  presented  at  the  Warner  Hunt- 
ington, Beverly  Hills,  Forum  and  San  Pedro 
showcases. 

National  release  is  set  for  March  17,  with 
prerelease  showing  already  set  for  New  York 
and  Los  Angeles. 

Breakdown  of  the  Record 
$72,000  Dimes  Donation 

A breakdown  of  the  record-shattering  $72,- 
000  which  was  raised  through  20,000  sub- 
scriptions in  the  March  of  Dimes  drive  re- 
veals the  following  contributions  by  studios, 
guilds,  union  and  other  groups: 

Allied  industries:  Van  Herron,  colonel,  915  sub- 
scriptions for  $4,011.94. 

Artists  managers,  Adrian  MacCalman,  colonel,  354 
subscriptions,  $2,961.40. 

Columbia:  W.  K.  Hopkins,  colonel,  1,423  lor 
$3,471.16. 

Walt  Disney:  Walt  Pfeiffer,  670  for  $870.56. 

General  Service:  Creighton  Tevlin,  276  for  $621.85. 

Samuel  Goldwyn:  Marvin  Ezzell,  523  for  $1,125.01. 

International  Pictures:  John  Beck  jr.,  174  for 
$963.25. 

M-G-M:  W.  K.  Craig,  2,740  for  $10,543.18. 

Monogram:  Fred  Steele,  194  for  $1,138.07. 

Paramount:  A.  B.  Hilton,  2,399  for  $7,543.24. 

PRC:  Ed  Beck,  113  for  $471.75. 

RKO:  Earl  Rettig,  1,368  for  $5,424.70. 

Republic:  Hy  Glick,  577  for  $2,479.44. 

Technicolor:  Leo  Bowen,  1,001  for  $1,954.56. 

Twentieth-Fox:  V.  J.  Christensen,  2,938  for  $15,- 
205.60. 

United  Artists:  George  Bagnall,  272  for  $1,608.75. 

Universal:  A.  H.  McCausland,  1,425  for  4,807.77 

Warner  Bros.:  E.  L.  DePatie,  2,478  for  $6,577.10. 

Carl  Cooper,  chairman  of  Labor’s  Executive 
Council,  reported  the  following  organizational 
subscriptions: 

Painters  Local  644,  $100;  Costumers  705, 


Extracurricular  work,  such  as  the  Presi- 
dential birthday  balls,  being  over,  Holly- 
wood’s patriotic  personalities  had  more  time 
to  devote  to  their  No.  1 wartime  chore,  the 
entertainment  of  the  lads  and  lassies  in  uni- 
form. 

Danny  Kaye  played  a three-day  stand  at 
San  Diego  naval  installations,  with  Mabel 
Todd,  Mitzi  Triola,  Alama  Avis,  George  Dunn, 
Rodney  Bell,  Katherine  Crawford,  Joan 
Arnold,  Virginia  Carroll  and  Heidi  Olson. 

Jimmy  Durante’s  troupe  appeared  at  Ft. 
MacArthur,  with  Garry  Moore,  Stu  Wilson, 
Laraine  Krueger,  Roy  Bargy,  Roy  Benson, 
Jack  Ross  and  Valentine  and  Evelyn. 

Wally  Brown  and  Alan  Carney,  with  Singer 
Marian  Bell,  went  to  San  Francisco  to  open  a 
two-week  hospital  tour,  with  appearances  at 
Treasure  Island,  Palo  Alto,  Modesto,  Fresno, 
Marysville  and  Auburn. 

Akim  Tamiroff  and  Leonid  Kinskey  opened 
at  Barnes  general  hospital,  Vancouver,  and 
are  scheduled  to  play  their  Russian  comedy 
act  in  hospitals  at  Tacoma,  Seattle,  Spokane 
aud  Walla  Walla,  returning  to  Los  Angeles 
February  27. 

A series  of  transcriptions  to  aid  the  forth- 
coming Australian  war  loan  campaign  was 
completed  by  HVC  volunteers.  On  the  group 
of  17  platters  to  be  shipped  to  Australia  are 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Ingrid  Bergman  and  Ralph 
Bellamy,  Joe  E.  Brown,  Claudette  Colbert, 
Bing  Crosby,  Ronald  Colman,  Irene  Dunne, 
Greer  Garson,  Alexander  Knox  and  Shirley 


$25;  Musicians  47,  $40;  Drivers  399,  $25; 
Plumbers  78,  $50;  Utility  Employes  724,  $150; 
Cartoonists  852,  $25;  Script  Clerks  Guild,  $75; 
Screen  Set  Designers,  Illustrators  and  Dec- 
orators 1,421,  $40;  SOEG  1,391,  $10;  Camera 
659,  $25;  Property  Men  411,  $150;  District 
Council  of  Laborers,  $150. 

Film  Engineers  to  See 
"The  Fighting  Lady" 

A meeting  of  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture 
Engineers,  Pacific  coast  section,  was  sched- 
uled to  be  held  at  Paramount  studio  with 
Hollis  W.  Moyse  as  section  chairman  and 
Phillip  Brigandi  as  program  chairman.  The 
program  was  to  include  a presentation  of  the 
documentary  film,  “The  Fighting  Lady,”  and 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Robert  L.  Middleton,  who  was 
associated  with  the  making  of  the  picture, 
was  scheduled  to  make  a brief  speech  as  well 
as  answer  questions  regarding  experiences 
and  problems  encountered  during  production. 

Jack  Fier  Signs  Another 
Long  Columbia  Pact 

Jack  Fier,  for  the  last  seven  years  a pro- 
duction executive  at  Columbia,  has  been 
signed  to  a new  seven-year  contract.  He  will 
continue  in  his  present  post  as  production 
manager  of  all  pictures  filmed  at  the  Sunset 
studio  and  will  also  continue  his  supervision 
over  the  program  of  eight  westerns  and  four 
western  musicals  produced  annually  by  Col- 
bert Clark. 

Peter  Tinturin  Enters 
The  Independent  Field 

The  ever-growing  list  of  independent  pro- 
ducers adds  another  name  with  the  an- 
nouncement by  Peter  Tinturin  that  he  has 
organized  Signal  Productions  as  his  inde- 
pendent venture.  Tinturin,  a song-writer  re- 
cently discharged  from  the  service,  has  de- 
cided on  an  A budget  musical  as  his  first. 


Temple,  Ida  Lupino,  Ray  Milland,  Merle 
Oberon,  Pat  O’Brien,  Gail  Patrick  and  Wal- 
ter Pidgeon. 

With  the  USO-Camp  Shows  company  of 
“Girl  Crazy”  now  overseas,  another  musical 
comedy,  “Flying  High,”  will  be  produced  for 
GI  entertainment  in  the  war  zones,  with 
Camp  Shows  and  HVC  cooperating  in  the 
production.  S.  Sylvan  Simon,  who  directed 
“Girl  Crazy,”  will  pilot  the  new  venture.  The 
Flying  High  company  will  be  sent  overseas 
for  six  months  after  windup  of  rehearsals. 

Playing  at  Inyokern  technical  training  cen- 
ter were  Mabel  Todd,  Patty  Thomas,  Hector 
and  his  Pals,  Lillias  Gilbert,  Val  Setz,  Joan 
Arnold,  Roy  Benson  and  Nancy  Barnes. 

To  Torrance  navy  hospital  went  Robert 
Armstrong,  Betty  Yeaton,  Donald  Stanton, 
Valentine  and  Evelyn,  Teddi  Sherman,  Patty 
Thomas,  Rodney  Bell  and  Tommy  Riley. 

Ingrid  Bergman  emceed  a Mail  Call  trans- 
cription for  the  armed  forces  radio  service, 
with  Marian  Hutton,  Edgar  Bergen,  Andy 
Russell  and  the  Eddie  Haywood  group. 

Jeanne  Crain,  William  Bendix,  Gene 
Krupa,  Edward  Everett  Horton  and  Harry 
James  with  his  band  waxed  a Command  Per- 
formance. 

Virginia  Bruce,  Connie  Haines,  the  King 
Sisters,  Fanny  Brice,  Hanley  Stafford  and 
Mel  Blanc  appeared  at  the  Hollywood  Can- 
teen to  record  a GI  Journal  program,  and 
Anita  Louise,  Ruth  Hussey,  Lum  and  Abner, 
Lionel  Barrymore  and  Margaret  Whiting  were 
set  for  other  individual  overseas  platters. 


Hollywood  Red  Cross 
Drive  Plans  Are  Sei 

Plans  for  the  speediest  and  most  produc- 
tive Red  Cross  drive  yet  held  in  Hollywood 
were  perfected  when  19  studio  colonels  met 
with  Chairman  Walter  F.  Wanger.  The  ac- 
tual campaign  will  begin  at  noon,  Monday, 
February  26,  with  a broadcast  piped  to  mass 
meetings  on  most  of  the  lots. 

“The  more  power  we  put  into  this  drive, 
and  the  sooner  we  reach  every  individual, 
the  greater  the  result  will  be,”  declared  Wan- 
ger, after  paying  tribute  to  the  experience 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  colonels.  “We  don’t 
have  to  sell  the  Red  Cross  to  the  people  of 
this  industry.  The  war  news  every  day  re- 
veals new  needs — such  as  relief  in  the  Philip- 
pines.” 

Edward  Arnold  attended  the  meeting  in 
the  dual  role  of  executive  vice-president  of 
the  permanent  charities  committee  and  as  a 
director  of  the  Los  Angeles  chapter  of  the 
Red  Cross.  In  behalf  of  the  latter  he  ex- 
pressed confidence  in  Hollywood’s  generous 
participation  and  reminded  drive  leaders  that 
the  industry  always  is  a pace  setter  for  the 
Los  Angeles  area  in  all  charity  campaigns. 

The  colonels  voted  not  to  establish  an  arbi- 
trary quota,  but  to  seek  a substantial  in- 
crease over  the  $658,000  collected  last  year. 
The  total  amount  sought  by  the  Los  Angeles 
chapter  is  larger  than  the  sum  collected  in 
1944.  It  was  explained  that  special  added 
funds  have  been  earmarked  by  the  Red  Cross 
for  war  prisoners’  aid,  one  of  the  relief  proj- 
ects which  is  growing  with  the  advance  of 
liberating  Allied  armies. 

Meanwhile,  Ingrid  Bergman  completed  the 
industry’s  Red  Cross  War  Fund  week  trailer 
which  will  be  shown  in  more  than  16,000 
theatres  in  the  United  States  during  the 
week  of  March  15  through  March  21. 

Produced  at  RKO  Radio  studio  and  di- 
rected by  Jacques  Tourneur,  the  trailer  high- 
lights the  1945  Red  Cross  drive  in  its  relation 
to  the  fighting  fronts,  with  Miss  Bergman 
making  a dramatic  appeal  augmented  with 
scenes  showing  the  Red  Cross  in  action. 

Paramount  Launches  New 
Radio  Exploitation 

Launching  additional  exploitation  via  the 
air  waves,  Paramount  has  purchased  15  min- 
utes on  KHJ  three  times  a week  for  a pro- 
gram to  be  titled  Paramount  Parade,  which 
will  include  recordings  and  informal  inter- 
views with  studio  players,  directors  and  pro- 
ducers. The  airer  will  be  spotted  on  Mon- 
day, Wednesday  and  Friday.  Paramount  also 
will  have  a 15-minute  spot,  six  days  a week, 
on  the  A1  Jarvis  Make  Believe  Ballroom  pro- 
gram over  KFWB.  Martin  Lewis  of  the 
studio’s  radio  publicity  department,  will  sup- 
ervise both  programs. 

Sol  Siegel  Will  Go  Back 
To  the  Paramount  Lot 

Sol  Siegel  will  return  to  Paramount  to 
function  under  supervision  of  Henry  Gins- 
berg, studio  chief,  in  an  executive  and  ad- 
ministrative capacity.  Siegel  will  disband  his 
own  company  currently  producing  “Kiss  and 
Tell”  for  Columbia  and  will  join  Paramount 
on  April  30.  He  had  been  associated  with 
the  Marathon  Street  studio  from  1941  to 
1944  and  prior  to  that  held  an  executive  pro- 
ducer’s berth  at  Republic. 


Jack  Jungmeyer  to  PRC 

Jack  Jungmeyer,  veteran  tradepaper  re- 
viewer, has  been  signed  as  story  editor  of 
PRC.  He  succeeds  Jack  Grant  who  recently 
was  promoted  to  an  associate  producership. 
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Filipinos  help  PT  boat  pick  up  Jap  survivors  after  the 
action  in  Surigao  Strait.  Official  U.  S.  Navy  Photograph. 


In  the  Second  Battle  of  the  Philippine  Sea — the  superb 
reconnaissance  work  of  our  photographers  was  one  of 
the  decisive  elements  of  victory. 


SO  it  has  been  all  through  this  war.  Again  and  again,  our  compre- 
hensive use  of  photography — in  mapping  terrain,  scouting  enemy 
movements,  locating  targets — has  given  our  forces  up-to-the-minute 
information  essential  to  victory. 

The  movies  have  had  a lot  to  do  with  this.  From  the  industry  have  come 
many  of  our  finest  photographers.  And  movie  men  have  done  invaluable 
work  turning  “green”  youngsters  into  expert  combat  photographers, 
supervising  the  production  of  thousands  of  training  films  for  our  armed 
forces,  and  making  news  films  for  the  folks  at  home. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
FORT  LEE  CHICAGO  HOLLYWOOD 


One  of  a series  of 
advertisements  by 
KODAK  testifying  to 

the  achievements  of 
the  movies  at  war 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Barnstormers 


Metro 

LENA  HORNE,  contract  player  who  recently  re- 
turned trom  an  eastern  camp  tour,  leaves  soon  for 
New  York  where  she  will  open  a personal  appear- 
ance tour  at  the  Capitol  Theatre  on  March  8. 

Paramount 

GIL  LAMB,  comedian,  scheduled  for  a week  of 
personal  appearances  at  the  St.  Charles  Theatre  in 
New  Orleans,  starting  February  15. 

RKO  Radio 

DICK  POWELL  left  for  two  months  of  personal 
appearances  to  hypo  openings  of  "Murder,  My 
Sweet."  His  first  stop  will  be  in  St.  Louis,  where 
picture  gets  a prerelease  engagement  February  20. 

Republic 

Recently  returned  from  a 21-day  tour  of  Cali- 
fornia and  Oregon,  SMILEY  BURNETTE  is  prepar- 
ing for  his  next  personal  appearance  jaunt  of  60 
days  through  the  midwest  and  east  scheduled  to 
start  February  18. 

Blurbers 


Metro 

HERB  CROOKER  of  the  New  York  praisery  de- 
partment is  scheduled  to  spend  a week  at  the  Cul- 
ver City  lot  seeing  new  productions. 

Warners 

RALPH  HUSTON  has  joined  Alex  Evelove's  praisery 
department. 

Briefies 


Paramount 

NOEL  NEILL  and  JOHNNY  COY  will  costar  in 
"Jumping  Jupiter,"  the  next  Technicolor  featurette 
to  be  produced  by  Louis  Harris. 

Warners 

"Barbershop  Ballads,''  two-reel  short,  featuring 
all  the  well-known  quartets  and  ensembles  from 
time  of  Civil  War  days  to  present,  will  be  pro- 
duced by  GORDON  HOLLINGSHEAD,  and  directed 
by  JACK  SCHOLL. 

Cleffers 

Columbia 

PAUL  SAWTELL  has  been  set  to  score  "The  Fight- 
ing Guardsman.” 

BOB  WILLS  and  his  Texas  Playboys  have  been 
signed  to  do  specialty  spots  in  "Rhythm  Roundup.” 

Paramount 

Options  of  BERNIE  WAYNE  and  BEN  RALEIGH, 
song  writers,  have  been  picked  up  for  another 
six  months. 

RKO  Radio 

NED  WASHINGTON  and  LOU  POLLACK  will  do 
the  songs  for  "The  Magnificent  Tramp.” 

Meggers 

Columbia 

TED  RICHMOND,  producer,  has  been  signed  to  a 
long-term  pact. 

WALLACE  MacDONALD,  producer,  has  been  signed 
to  another  seven-year  pact. 

Metro 

O.  O.  DULL  has  been  handed  production  duties 
on  the  forthcoming  picturization  of  the  novel  by 
Thomas  D.  Wadelton  jr.  "Army  Brat.”  Story  is 
of  the  youth  and  young  manhood  of  a boy  reared 
on  army  posts  until  time  he  enters  West  Point. 
Joseph  Harrington  will  script. 

CLARENCE  BROWN  will  produce  "Guardian 
Angel,”  a comedy,  from  an  original  screenplay  by 
Helen  Deutsch.  Myrna  Loy  has  been  assigned  the 
leading  role. 

Monogram 

WILLIAM  BEAUDINE  has  been  signed  to  direct 
"Come  Out  Fighting."  next  East  Side  Kids  comedy- 
drama. 

20th  Century-Fox 

LOUIS  D.  LIGHTON,  producer,  has  been  signed  to 
a new  three-year  contract  and  is  currently  prepar- 
ing "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam.” 

Universal 

"Command  to  Love,”  a romantic  comedy  drama 
starring  Turhan  Bey,  will  be  filmed  in  Technicolor, 
with  GEORGE  WAGGNER  as  producer-director.  M.  M. 
Muffelman  has  been  signed  for  screenplay  chore. 

Option  on  WARREN  WILSON,  producer,  has  been 
picked  up. 

Options 

Columbia 

THURSTON  HALL  and  MARY  TREEN  added  to  cast 
of  "Blonde  From  Brooklyn.” 

ROBERT  SCOTT's  option  has  been  picked  up. 


MARC  PLATT,  dancer,  has  had  his  contract  picked 
up  for  another  term. 

Next  assignment  for  MARGUERITE  CHAPMAN  will 
be  femme  star  role  in  "Song  of  Broadway.” 

Metro 

JOHN  WARBURTON  gets  a top  spot  in  "The 
Valley  of  Decision.” 

ETHEL  SMITH  and  JEAN  PORTER  cast  in  "Early 
to  Wed.” 

JACK  HOLT,  recently  discharged  from  the  army, 
has  been  signed  to  a three-month  contract.  His 
first  assignment  will  be  as  General  Martin  in  "They 
Were  Expendable." 

Added  to  "Dangerous  Partners”  are  AUDREY 
TOTTER  and  EDMUND  GWENN. 

JAMES  CRAIG  and  SIGNE  HASSO  set  for  leading 
roles  in  "Dangerous  Partners.” 

Monogram 

JUNE  CARLSON  and  LITA  WARD  have  been 
signed  for  femme  leads  in  "Come  Out  Fighting.” 

ACQUANETTA  will  star  in  "Belle  of  New  Orleans,” 
to  be  produced  by  Sam  Katzman  and  Jack  Dietz. 

Paramount 

JULIE  GIBSON  has  been  signed  for  another  year. 

NOEL  NEILL,  comedienne,  signed  for  another  year. 

RKO  Radio 

PAUL  HARVEY  has  been  cast  to  play  the  heavy 
in  "Mama  Loves  Papa."  Two  other  additions  to  the 
cast  are  EDWARD  MAXWELL  and  EMORY  PARNELL. 

ROBERT  ARMSTRONG  and  ED  BROPHY  have  been 
inked  for  spots  in  "The  Falcon  in  San  Francisco.” 

FAY  HELM  slated  for  principal  heavy  in  "The 
Falcon  in  San  Francisco." 

Featured  part  in  "Those  Endearing  Young  Charms" 
set  for  ANNE  JEFFREYS. 

CHARLOTTE  WINTERS  and  RUTH  LEE  set  for 
"Mama  Loves  Papa.” 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "First  Man  Into  Tokyo”  are 
EDMUND  GLOVER  and  BRUCE  EDWARD. 

RITA  CORDAY  handed  new  contract  and  femme 
lead  in  "The  Falcon  in  San  Francisco.” 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "Man  Alive”  are  JOSEPH 
CF.EHAN,  JONATHAN  HALE  and  JASON  ROBARDS. 

United  Artists 

Benedict  Bogeaus  has  assigned  pirate  role  in 
"Captain  Kidd"  to  JOHN  QUALEN. 

Universal 

MILBURN  SfTONE's  option  has  been  exercised. 

BILL  TERRY  signed  to  play  opposite  Peggy  Ryan 
in  "Men  in  Her  Diary.” 

Options  of  LOIS  COLLIER  and  MARTHA  O'DRIS- 
COLL has  been  exercised. 

Warners 

ROBERT  LOWELL  joins  roster  of  "Too  Young  to 
Know.” 

CONNIE  LEON,  LEYLAND  HODGSON,  COLIN 
KENNY,  CREIGHTON  HALE  and  BENNY  BURT  set 
for  roles  in  "Three  Strangers.” 

PEGGY  KNUDSEN  of  stage  and  radio  has  been 
signed  to  a long-term  pact. 

BETTY  ALEXANDER  assigned  role  in  "Too  Young 
to  Know.” 

GLENN  FORD  definitely  set  for  leading  role  op- 
posite Bette  Davis  in  "Stolen  Life." 

Scripters 

Columbia 

EDWARD  DEIN  assigned  final  polishing  chore  on 
"The  Gay  Senorita." 

Metro 

KATHERINE  ANNE  PORTER  has  been  signed  to 
work  in  association  with  Sidney  Franklin,  producer. 

ROBERT  D.  ANDREWS  assigned  screenplay  chore 
for  "Frankie  From  Frisco,"  an  original  story  by 
James  M.  Cain,  which  Arthur  Hornblow  will  produce. 

Paramount 

RICHARD  FLUORNOY  has  checked  -in  to  work  on 
his  original,  "Break-Up." 

JOHN  FANTE's  option  has  been  picked  up  for 
another  six  months. 

NORMAN  PANAMA  and  MELVIN  FRANK  have  been 
signed  for  another  year. 

JACK  McGOWAN  engaged  to  work  with  Harry 
Segall  on  screenplay  of  "The  Stork  Club." 

Republic 

BARNEY  SARECKY  has  joined  the  writing  staff  and 
draws  as  his  first  assignment  screenplay  stint  on 
serial,  "The  Purple  Shadow  Strikes." 

20th  Century-Fox 

MELCHIOR  and  THOMAS  LENGYEL  are  collaborat- 
ing on  screenplay  of  "Typhoon”  for  Ernst  Lubitsch, 
producer,  and  ANITA  LOOS  is  currently  penning 
script  of  William  LeBaron's  production  "Three  Little 
Girls  in  Blue." 

United  Artists 

Jules  Levey,  producer,  has  signed  HAROLD  SHU- 
MATE to  work  on  screenplay  from  an  Ernest  Haycox 
novel. 

Universal 

LEON  ABRAMS  to  write  final  screenplay  of  "Rockin' 
the  Band.” 

GERALD  GERAGHTY  signed  for  screenplay  chore 
on  "The  Cat  Creeps." 


Story  Buys 

Columbia 

Screen  rights  to  Night  Editor,  radio  serial,  have 
been  purchased  from  Hal  Burdick,  the  program's 
producer.  The  characters  and  background  of  the 
radio  show  will  be  the  basis  of  a film  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Leonard  Picker. 

Independents 

James  S.  Burkett,  producer,  has  purchased  "Earth- 
quake," a futuristic  novel  by  Erik  Benson-Hurst,  and 
will  make  the  feature  in  third  dimension  as  well  as 
in  color.  Release  will  not  be  secured  until  picture 
has  been  completed. 

Monogram 

"Payment  Due,”  original  psychological  drama  by 
Bert  Hodgson,  has  been  purchased  by  King  Bros., 
and  will  be  released  as  part  of  the  1944-45  program. 

Universal 

"The  Knave  of  Diamonds”  has  been  purchased 
and  assigned  to  Joan  Harrison  for  production.  The 
novel,  by  Percy  Marks,  is  a yarn  with  a New  York 
background  and  tells  of  a master  thief  who  robs 
the  rich  to  give  to  the  poor. 

Warners 

"Serenade,”  best-seller  by  James  M.  Cain,  has 
been  purchased  and  added  to  Jerry  Wald's  produc- 
tion schedule. 

Technically 

Metro 

HARRY  STRADLING  assigned  as  director  of  photog- 
raphy on  "Early  to  Wed." 

Monogram 

Included  on  the  staff  of  "Flaming  Frontier”  are 
BOBBY  RAY,  production  manager;  HARRY  NEU- 
MANN, cameraman;  DANNY  MILNER,  film  editor,  and 
EDDIE  DAVIS,  assistant  director. 

RKO  Radio 

WILLIAM  FLANNERY  has  been  signed  as  art  direc- 
tor for  "The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's.” 

CHARLES  O' CURRAN  to  stage  dance  routines  for 
"The  Magnificent  Tramp." 

ELEANOR  BEHM  will  design  the  costumes  for 
"Mama  Loves  Papa." 

United  Artists 

LEE  GARMES  has  been  set  to  handle  the  photog- 
raphy on  Hunt  Stromberg's  "Young  Widow.” 

Warners 

JACK  B.  DANIELS’,  Broadway  stage  director,  and 
ROBERT  STEVENS,  from  radio  field,  have  been 
signed  as  dialog  directors. 

Title  Changes 

Columbia 

New  tag  for  "The  Kansan"  is  THE  RENEGADES. 

Paramount 

HOLD  THAT  BLONDE  set  as  final  title  for  "Good 
Intentions." 

Republic 

"The  Healer”  changed  to  STRANGE  OBSESSION. 

BEHIND  CITY  LIGHTS  is  release  tag  for  "Return 
at  Dawn.” 

Monogram 

"In  Old  New  Mexico"  will  be  release  title  of 
the  second  in  Cisco  Kid  series. 

Fromkess  Signs  Sax 
On  One-Film  Deal 

Sam  Sax  has  been  signed  to  a one-picture 
deal  by  PRC  where  he  will  produce  under 
the  executive  supervision  of  Leon  Fromkess, 
the  company’s  president.  Sax  has  been  as- 
signed to  ‘‘Why  Girls  Leave  Home,”  a drama 
with  music,  teaming  Richard  Cromwell  and 
Lola  Lane,  which  William  Berke  is  slated  to 
direct. 

Benedict  Bogeaus  Elected 
To  Producers  Group 

Benedict  Bogeaus  has  been  elected  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Society  of  Independent  Mo- 
tion Picture  Producers,  according  to  an  an- 
nouncement by  Loyd  Wright,  president. 
Bogeaus  releases  his  films  through  United 
Artists. 


Army  Picture  Men  Due 

Col.  E.  L.  Munson  jr.,  chief  of  the  army  pic- 
torial service,  and  Maj.  John  W.  Hubbell, 
head  of  the  army  overseas  motion  picture 
service,  both  of  whom  recently  returned  from 
surveys  of  combat  areas  abroad,  were  en  route 
to  Hollywood  from  the  east  to  present  official 
reports  to  the  motion  picture  industry. 
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Numerous  Coast  Treks; 
Korda  Heads  for  Home 

Metro  studio’s  red  carpet  worked  overtime 
as  home  office  and  studio  executives  of  Leo’s 
organization  dominated  the  news  of  coast- 
to-coast  travel. 

Sir  Alexander  Korda,  head  of  Metro’s  Brit- 
ish studios,  recovered  sufficiently  from  his 
recent  illness  to  return  to  England,  and  left 
for  New  York  accompanied  by  Ben  Goetz, 
studio  executive.  Marvin  Schenck,  home  of- 
fice biggie,  returned  east  after  spending  two 
weeks  at  the  Culver  City  lot. 

Ellsworth  Alvord,  New  York  attorney  for 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  arrived  at  the  studio  on  com- 
pany business  ,as  did  J.  Robert  Ruben,  exec- 
utive of  Loew’s,  after  a vacation  in  Phoenix. 
Another  arrival  from  Gotham  was  Morton 
Spring,  vice-president  of  Loew’s  International 
Corp.  who  planned  to  spend  a week  confer- 
ring with  Metro  executives.  M.  J.  Siegel, 
executive  producer,  took  off  for  Manhattan 
and  the  home  office. 

Henry  Blanke  reported  at  Warner  studio 
following  a three-week  business  trip  to  New 
York  where  he  attended  opening  of  his  latest 
picture.  Wolfe  Cohen,  Warner  sales  man- 
ager for  Oceania,  South  America  and  the  Far 
East,  left  for  Mexico  City,  Panama  and  Alex- 
andria, Australia,  following  studio  conferences 
with  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer; 
Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising, and  Gordon  Hollingshead,  producer. 
Meeting  in  Panama  will  include  Central  and 
northern  South  American  managers. 

Spyros  Skouras,  20th-Fox  president,  re- 
turned to  his  New  York  headquarters  after 
two  weeks  of  studio  huddles. 

Robert  M.  Weitman,  managing  director  of 
the  Paramount  Theatre  on  Broadway,  arrived 
to  gander  completed  product  scheduled  for 
the  theatre  and  confer  with  studio  officials. 
He  planned  to  meet  Leonard  H.  Goldenson, 
Paramount  vice-president  in  charge  of  thea- 
tre operations,  with  whom  he  will  return  to 
New  York. 

Andrew  Stone,  United  Artists  producer-di- 
rector, trained  out  for  New  York  with  his 
recently  completed  comedy-drama.  While  in 
New  York  Stone  will  interview  entertainers 
for  a forthcoming  filmusical  and  will  shop 
for  screenplay  material.  Barney  Briskin, 
general  manager  for  Sol  Lesser  Productions, 
returned  from  Washington  where  he  met 
with  the  War  Production  Board  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  motion  picture  industry  advisory 
council. 

Republic’s  chief,  Herbert  J.  Yates,  returned 
to  New  York  after  a long  business  visit  at  the 
studio. 

Nunnally  Johnson,  International  producer- 
writer,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Johnson  left  for 
New  York,  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Roberto  D.  Socas,  general  manager  of  for- 
eign sales  for  PRC,  left  for  New  York  after 
a two-week  session  at  the  studio,  where  he 
went  over  plans  with  Leon  Fromkess,  presi- 
dent, for  the  company’s  fifth  anniversary 
sales  campaign.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Victor  Samaan,  PRC  distributor  for  the  Near 
East. 

Stone  Completes  Changes 
In  Lysander  Setup 

With  the  signing  of  Charles  Simpson  to  a 
year’s  contract  as  comptroller,  Producer-Di- 
rector Andrew  Stone  has  completed  the  re- 
organization of  his  producing  company,  Ly- 
sander Productions,  Inc.  Simpson  had  been 
associated  with  Stone  on  the  United  Artists 
film  “Bedside  Manner.”  Other  members  of 
the  reorganized  company  who  have  been 
signed  to  12-month  deals  are  Seymour  Poe, 
New  York  representative;  Henry  Kesler,  as- 
sociate to  the  producer,  and  Malcolm  Stuart 
Boylan,  head  of  the  story  department. 


OCCASIONALLY  there  comes  from  one 
of  the  studios  a morsel  of  heartwarm- 
ing news  which  so  completely  belies 
the  usual  mass  of  printed  material  adverse  to 
Hollywood  and  its  people  that  it  should  be 
shouted  from  the  housetops. 

One  such  item  concerns  Comdr.  John 
Ford,  currently  on  leave  from  the  U.S.  navy 
to  direct  Metro’s  “They  Were  Expendable,” 
which  is  being  filmed  with  complete  co- 
operation of  the  navy  department. 

For  piloting  the  picture,  Commander  Ford 
is  reported  to  be  receiving  the  highest  salary 
ever  paid  a motion  picture  director.  Every 
cent  of  that  record-breaking  remuneration 
is  being  turned  into  a fund  for  the  re- 
habilitation of  some  168  navy  men  with  whom 
he  has  served  during  the  last  two  years. 

Ford's  group  is  composed  mainly  of  ex- 
studio technicians  now  seeing  service  on  far- 
flung  battlefronts  all  over  the  world.  He  is 
creating  the  fund  for  their  postwar  use  in 
whatever  capacity  will  be  most  beneficial. 

A deep  bow  to  Commander  Ford.  That’s  the 
kind  of  human  behavior  that  will  win  for 
Hollywood  its  just  recognition  for  a thorough- 
ly splendid  contribution  to  the  war  effort. 


Praise  Pundit  Perry  Lieber’s  purring  pub- 
licists release  a yarn  about  “Hollywood’s  first 
official  wolf  patrol.”  Reportedly,  two  men 
have  been  assigned  to  guard  the  entrance  to 
the  set  upon  which  is  shooting  “George 
White’s  Scandals  of  1945”  and  for  the  sole 
purpose  “to  keep  out  appreciative  males  with 
no  other  business  than  to  ogle  the  bevy  of 
lovelies  comprising  the  chorus.” 

It  is  a woeful  oversight  of  efficient  man- 
power when  Nat  James,  the  department’s 
outstanding  expert  on  lupine  lore  and  tech- 
nique, was  not  assigned  to  the  patrol.  He 
was  too  busy  writing  the  credit  sheet  for 
Lieber’s  appearance  before  the  War  Labor 
Board  to  testify  in  the  Screen  Publicists  Guild 
contract  hearing. 

A few  of  the  credits;  Courage  by  Lucey’s; 
Top  Coat  by  Omar;  Pants  by  Goodyear; 
Transportation  by  Charles  Koerner;  Moral 
Support  by  Arch  Reeve. 

“WANTED— GIANT  RETRIEVER 

FOR  ‘EARLY  TO  BED  ” 

— Metro  headline 

Sounds  like  a plug  for  Big  Ben  alarm  clocks. 


On  the  marquee  of  Hollywood  Boulevard’s 
Colony  Theatre: 

“Wild  Oats” 

“Escort  Girl” 

“Calaboose” 

Which  three-feature  billing  seems  to  be 
entirely  logical  as  chronological  procedure. 


Whitney  Bolton,  Columbia’s  silk  stocking 
savant  of  superlatives,  continues  to  be  the 
foremost  contributor  to  Hollywood  at  War’s 
casualty  lists.  Witness: 

“Chester  Morris  and  Comedian  Frank 
Sully  suffered  slight  injuries  when  they  fell 
20  feet  down  an  incinerator  chute  built  for  a 
scene  in  ‘Boston  Blackie  Booked  on  Sus- 
picion.’ Sully  was  hanging  on  to  the  feet 
of  Morris  when  Chester  slipped  and  they 
tumbled.  Morris  escaped  with  minor  bruises, 
but  Sully,  being  on  the  bottom,  took  the 
brunt  of  the  fall  and  received  a sprained 
wrist  and  wrenched  back.  Treatment  at  the 
studio  hospital  and  a half  day’s  rest  put  him 
back  in  condition  to  resume  work.” 

A Purple  Heart,  nothing  less,  to  Fallguy 
Sully. 


From  RKO  Radio  comes  news  that,  “After 
18  years  as  an  exhibitor,  Gene  Stutenroth 
has  again  donned  greasepaint  and  will  play 
a German  butler  and  body  guard  in  ‘The 
Most  Dangerous  Game.’  ” 

From  one  dangerous  game  to  another.  Lo! 
The  poor  exhibitor. 


A George  Brown  publicity  release  informs, 
“George  Palomeque,  one  of  Mexico’s  fore- 
most bull  breeders  and  bull  ring  owners,  is  in 
Hollywood  from  Yucatan  visiting  Arturo  de 
Cordova,  a long-time  friend.” 

If  Senor  Palomeque  should  spend  some 
time  in  Blurber  Brown’s  department,  he  could 
learn  some  new  tricks  of  his  trade. 


The  week's  “Oh,  Yeah?”  department  is 
supplied  by  a tradepaper  headline  which 
reads: 

WLB  TOLD  LIFE 

OF  FLACK  IS  NOT 

AN  EASY  ONE 


“‘RUSSIA’  FAVORITE 

DOWN  SOUTH” 

— Howard  Strickling  headline. 

An  appraisal  it  seems  to  be  enjoying  in  the 
east  also. 


All  Is  Confusion  Department: 

With  RKO  Radio’s  “What  a Blonde”  just 
going  into  release,  Paramount  selects  “Hold 
That  Blonde”  as  the  handle  of  the  former 
“Good  Intentions.” 

On  the  same  day  that  PRC  press  previewed 
“Strange  Illusion,”  Republic  decided  to 
change  the  title  of  “The  Healer”  to  “Strange 
Obsession.” 

And  20th-Fox’s  “The  Enchanted  Vogue” 
goes  into  production  simultaneously  with  the 
showing  of  RKO  Radio’s  ‘The  Enchanted 
Cottage.” 

“RKO  SHOOTS  PAPA’  TODAY” 

— Tradepaper  headline. 

A solution  of  the  Chaplin  case? 


Hollywood  film  reviewers  can  find  great 
hope  in  the  announcement  that  Metro  is  go- 
ing to  continue  its  popular  Andy  Hardy  series 
— without  Andy  Hardy. 

With  evidence  of  such  film-making  leger- 
demain, there  is  a possibility  that  some  Magi 
of  Production  may  yet  devise  a mea^s 
through  which  there  can  be  Andrews  Sisters 
pictures  without  the  Andrew  Sisters  and  Ritz 
Brothers  pictures  without  the  Ritz  Brothers. 


“It’s  in  the  Bag,”  Jack  Skirball-United 
Artists’  hilarious  feature  starring  Fred  Allen, 
should  easily  live  up  to  its  title  as  an  exhibi- 
tion venture.  Seldom,  if  ever,  before  have  a 
galaxy  of  guest  stars  and  the  art  of  concocting 
bright,  new  gags,  been  so  effectively  employed. 
For  which  much  credit  to  Producer  Skirball 
and  the  five  writers — including  Allen — who 
had  a part  in  writing  the  shining  screenplay. 
Under  such  expert  treatment,  even  Allen’S 
bags  are  becoming. 
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PRC  to  Tell  "Why  Girls  Leave  Home" 


It  will  be  PRC  and  not  Republic  to  offer 
an  answer  to  the  burning,  albeit  somewhat 
hoary,  issue  “Why  Girls  Leave  Home.”  Sam 
Sax,  who  some  months  ago  announced  his 
intention  of  remaking  the  picture,  has  signed 
a one-film  deal  with  the  Leon  Promkess  out- 
fit, after  his  negotiations  for  a Republic  re- 
lease apparently  failed  to  materialize.  The 
feature  will  be  a drama  with  music,  he  says, 
and  will  star  Richard  Cromwell  and  Lola 
Lane.  William  Berke  has  been  signed  to  di- 
rect. 

But,  while  the  Valley  studio  lost  the  Sax 
deal,  it  materially  bolstered  its  productional 
and  directorial  personnel.  Bennett  Cohen, 
erstwhile  scrivener,  was  signed  as  a producer 
and  will  make  the  Sunset  Carson  gallopers. 
William  K.  Howard  was  inked  to  an  exclu- 
sive producer-director  ticket  and  will  work 
under  the  guidance  of  William  O’Sullivan, 
executive  producer.  Signed  to  a writer’s  con- 
tract and  set  to  scribble  on  the  cliffhanger, 
“The  Purple  Shadow  Strikes,”  was  Barney 
Sarecky,  while  Director  Frank  McDonald  was 
handed  a term  ticket. 

Columbia,  too,  was  lavish  with  term  deals. 
Jack  Fier,  for  the  past  seven  years  a produc- 
tion executive  at  the  studio,  was  signed  to  a 
new  seven-year  contract.  He  will  continue 
in  his  post  as  production  manager  of  all  pic- 
tures filmed  at  the  Sunset  studio  and  will 


also  continue  his  supervision  over  the  pro- 
gram of  eight  westerns  and  four  western 
musicals  produced  annually  by  Colbert  Clark, 
who,  after  producing  nine  pictures  for  Co- 
lumbia during  the  past  year  while  on  a week- 
to-week  basis,  also  was  handed  a seven-year 
ticket  by  the  studio.  Wallace  MacDonald 
came  to  the  end  of  a seven-year  contract  and 
was  immediately  signed  to  a new  pact  for 
another  seven  years.  After  producing  four 
pictures  for  Columbia  while  working  on  a 
week-to-week  basis,  Ted  Richmond  was 
signed  to  a long-term  deal. 

Sol  C.  Siegel  will  rejoin  Paramount  studio 
in  an  executive  and  administrative  capacity, 
working  under  Henry  Ginsberg.  Siegel  will 
check  in  at  the  Marathan  Street  lot  on  April 
30,  following  the  disbandment  of  his  own 
company,  which  now  is  producing  “Kiss  and 
Tell”  for  Columbia  release.  F.  Hugh  Herbert 
and  George  Abbott  are  associated  with  him 
in  that  enterprise. 

Also  at  Paramount  the  writing  team  of  Nor- 
man Panama  and  Melvin  Frank  was  signed 
for  another  year  . . . Ralph  Dietrich,  former 
20th-Fox  producer,  recently  discharged  from 
the  army,  has  joined  RKO  Radio  as  a pro- 
ducer. His  first  chore  will  be  “The  Falcon  in 
Reno,”  and  he  takes  over  the  Falcon  series 
from  Maurice  Geraghty,  who  resigned  his 
producer  post. 


Finish  Two-Week  Parley 
On  Canadian  Bond  Show 

Don  Henshaw  of  the  Canadian  war  finance 
committee  left  Hollywood  for  New  York  fol- 
lowing two  weeks  of  conferences.  While  here, 
he  met  Col.  Jason  Joy  of  20th-Fox  and  Tom 
W.  Baily,  coordinator  of  the  Hollywood  WAC, 
regarding  the  two-reel  industry  film,  “The 
All-Star  Bond  Rally,”  to  be  made  for  the 
Canadian  Eighth  Victory  Loan.  The  short 
will  feature  ten  top  stars.  Henshaw  will  re- 
main in  New  York  for  a few  days  before  re- 
turning to  his  Toronto  headquarters. 

McGuire-Selznick  Contract 
Suspended  by  Agreement 

In  a mutual  agreement  with  David  O.  Selz- 
nick,  Dorothy  McGuire  has  taken  suspension 
till  such  time  as  film  assignment  is  found  for 
her  or  suitable  loanout  deal  is  made. 

The  arrangement  will  enable  Miss  McGuire 
to  spend  additional  time  with  her  husband, 
John  Swope,  who  is  currently  in  the  east.  The 
Selznick  schedule  has  the  player  slated  for 
“Wings  of  the  Dove,”  some  time  this  year. 

"First  Year"  to  Be  Filmed 
By  Fox  a Second  Time 

After  an  interval  of  25  years,  Frank  Cra- 
ven’s “The  First  Year”  will  be  filmed  again 
by  20th-Fox.  Walter  Morosco  is  slated  to 
produce  and  William  Eythe  and  Fay  Mar- 
lowe are  tentatively  set  for  the  leads.  Fox’s 
original  production  as  a silent,  starred  Janet 
Gaynor  and  Charles  Farrell  in  1920. 

Premiere  of  "Song"  Next 
Week  at  Hollywood 

The  local  premiere  of  “A  Song  to  Remem- 
ber,” Columbia’s  Technicolor  romance,  has 
been  set  for  the  22nd,  Washington’s  birthday. 
It  will  open  for  indefinite  runs  at  Pantages 
Hollywood  and  RKO-Hillstreet. 


Howard,  Cohen,  Sign 
Republic  Contracts 

Two  producers  have  been  added  to  Repub- 
lic’s roster  with  the  signing  of  Bennett  Cohen 
to  a term  contract  and  the  pacting  of  Wil- 
liam K.  Howard  to  an  exclusive  producer- 
director  deal.  Cohen  has  been  assigned  pro- 
duction reins  on  the  Sunset  Carson  western 
series,  while  Howard  will  work  in  association 
with  Executive  Producer  William  J.  O’Sulli- 
van and  is  tentively  set  to  start  with  “A  Guy 
Could  Change.” 

Ralph  Dietrich  Replaces 
Geraghty  at  RKO 

Producer  Maurice  Geraghty  has  resigned 
from  RKO  Radio  while  Ralph  Dietrich  has 
joined  the  studio’s  Sid  Rogell  unit  as  pro- 
ducer and  will  take  over  the  Falcon  series 
which  Geraghty  had  been  handling.  Dietrich 
was  formerly  with  20th-Fox. 


Cohen  to  Columbia 

Producer  Albert  J.  Cohen  has  resigned  from 
Republic  after  an  association  of  seven  and  a 
half  years  and  will  join  Columbia  under  a 
long-term  contract  as  producer,  working  un- 
der supervision  of  Virginia  Van  Upp  on  top- 
budget  films. 


Colbert  Clark  Pacted 

After  producing  nine  pictures  for  Colum- 
bia during  the  past  year  on  a week-to-week 
basis,  Colbert  Clark  has  been  handed  a seven- 
year  contract.  He  will  continue  to  have 
charge  of  production  of  westerns. 


"Kansan"  on  Columbia  Slate 

“The  Kansan,”  outdoor  drama  depicting 
the  early  days  of  Kansas,  has  been  placed 
on  the  Columbia  schedule, with  Michel  Kraike 
assigned  to  produce.  Francis  Faragoh  will 
write  the  script,  which  is  to  be  based  on  a 
story  by  Harold  Shumate,  “Not  With  the  Beat 
of  Drum.” 


Schwalb  Named  PRC 
Executive  Producer 

Ben  Schwalb,  general  manager  and  execu- 
tive assistant  to  Leon  Fromkess,  president  of 
PRC,  was  elevated  to  the  post  of  executive 
producer.  He  will  act  in  that  capacity  over 
the  product  of  five  units,  including  Roth- 
Greene-Rouse,  Sam  Sax,  Jack  Schwarz,  Alex- 
ander-Stern, and  Harry  Gourfain.  Schwalb 
will  continue  as  studio  general  manager  and 
assistant  to  Fromkess. 

At  the  same  time,  Fromkess  signed  Ed 
Jewell,  formerly  of  Columbia,  as  art  director 
for  the  studio,  while  Harlan  Thompson  was 
named  to  head  the  set-dressing  department. 

Three  Additional  Circuits 
Sign  Up  lor  Monogram 

Three  additional  circuits  have  signed  for 
the  Monogram  1944-45  product,  according  to 
announcement  by  Steve  Broidy,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  sales  manager.  They  are 
Cumberland  Amusement  Co.,  with  12  houses 
in  Tennessee;  Atlas  Theatres,  with  six  in 
Denver,  and  ten  theatres  of  the  Evergreen 
circuit  in  Oregon  and  Washington. 

Republic  Obtains  Rights 
To  All  Carroll  "Vanities" 

Republic  has  announced  that  it  has  se- 
cured film  rights  to  all  Earl  Carroll  prop- 
erties wh*ch  include  “Vanities,”  “Sketch 
Book”  and  several  musical  comedy  and  dra- 
matic properties.  The  studio  has  contracted 
Carroll  for  five  years  as  technical  advisor. 


Eddie  Foy  jr.  Signed 

Eddie  Foy  jr.  has  signed  a contract  with 
Columbia  which  calls  for  his  appearance  as 
star  of  a series  of  short  comedies  for  the 
1944-45  season.  Foy,  who  began  his  career 
with  his  father,  the  late  Eddie  Foy,  has  ap- 
peared in  several  Broadway  musicals  and 
feature  motion  pictures.  His  current  agree- 
ment marks  his  debut  as  star  of  film  short 
subjects. 


"Past"  to  Cameras  Soon 

“Pardon  My  Past,”  a Mutual  Productions 
offering  to  star  Fred  MacMurray,  is  sched- 
uled to  face  the  cameras  March  12.  Leslie 
Fenton  will  produce  and  direct  from  the 
original  story  by  Patterson  McNutt  and  Har- 
lan Ware.  United  Artists  will  release. 


Le  Borge  to  Free-lance 

By  mutual  agreement,  Universal  and 
Reginald  Le  Borge,  have  settled  his  director’s 
contract  and  he  has  left  the  studio  with 
tentative  plans  to  free-lance  after  preparing 
a stageplay  for  Broadway. 


Polling  Exhibitors 
On  "My  Past"  Time 

Recognizing  the  necessity  of  self- 
imposed  restrictions  on  use  of  film,  Leslie 
Fenton,  producing  and  directing  head  of 
Mutual  Productions,  is  communicating 
with  300  of  the  nation’s  leading  exhibitors 
in  an  effort  to  determine  the  most  de- 
sirable length  for  his  first  production, 
“Pardon  My  Past.” 

Fenton  points  out  that  inasmuch  as 
the  Fred  MacMurray  starring  vehicle  is 
an  original  story  for  the  screen  it  will  be 
possible  to  tailor  it  to  any  suitable  length 
before  the  cameras  roll. 
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PARAMOUNT’S  DENVER  MEET— During  the  Denver  regional  meeting  of  Paramount’s  sales  forces  many  exhibitors  were  en- 
tertained at  luncheon  in  the  Brown  Palace  Hotel.  Shown  here,  left  to  right:  Dave  Coekrill,  operator  of  the  Denham  Theatre,  and 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  head  of  Paramount  sales;  Hugh  Braly,  Paramount  district  manager,  and  S.  L.  Gillette  of  Salt  Lake  City,  presi- 
dent of  the  Intermountain  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n;  Irving  Jacobs,  Denver  exhibitor;  Braly;  Fred  Zekman,  film  buyer  for  the 
Black  Hills  Amusement  Co.,  and  Harry  Haas,  Denver  exchange  manager. 


'Velvet'  and  'St.  Louis' 
High  at  Los  Angeles 

LOS  ANGELES — Probably  because  of  wet 
weather  there  were  no  smashing  over-the- 
top  scores  in  the  week’s  first  run  business. 
However,  Metro’s  “National  Velvet”  in  its 
first  two  days,  and  Metro’s  “Meet  Me  in 
St.  Louis”  in  its  last  five  days  of  a six- 
week  run,  pegged  a neat  150  at  the  Egyp- 
tain,  Ritz  and  Los  Angeles  theatres.  Tying 
that  score  at  the  State  was  International’s 
“Belle  of  the  Yukon,”  paired  with  RKO’s 
“What  a Blonde.” 

(Average  is  100) 


Chinese  and  Uptown — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO); 

What  a Blonde  (RKO)  125 

Downtown^  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — To  Have  and 

Have  Not  (WB)(  3rd  wk 125 

Downtown  Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek 

(Para),  4th  wk 80 

Egyptian,  Los  Angeles  and  Ritz — Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis  (M-G-M),  last  5 days,  6th  wk.;  National 

Velvet  (M-G-M),  1st  2 days  150 

Guild  and  Wilshire — Bride  by  Mistake  (RKO); 

Th©  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO) 125 

Hillstreet — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

3rd  wk.;  Let's  Go  Steady  (Col) 130 

Hollywood  Paramount — Frenchman's  Creek 

(Para),  4th  wk 100 

Pontages — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

3rd  wk.;  Let's  Go  Steady  (Col) 115 

State — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO);  What  a 

Blonde  (RKO)  ,....150 

United  Artists — Bride  by  Mistake  (RKO);  The 
Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO)  140 


"Here  Come  the  WAVES"  Hits  Score 
Of  235  Per  Cent  in  Denver 

DENVER — Five  houses  hit  200  per  cent  and 
better.  They  included  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You” 
with  “The  Missing  Juror,”  day  and  date 
at  the  Denver  and  Esquire;  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  with  “Tahiti  Nights”  on  a carry- 
over at  the  Aladdin;  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom” 
on  a moveover  at  the  Rialto,  and  at  the 
Denham  “Here  Come  the  WAVES”  hit  the 
ceiling  with  a 235  percentage. 

Aladdin — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) ; Tahiti 


Nights  (Col),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 200 

Denham — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 235 

Denver — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA);  The  Missing 

Juror  (Col)  225 

Esquire — Same  as  Denver  200 

Orpheum — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO); 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M)  145 

Paramount — Barbary  Coast  (FC);  Topper  (FC), 

reissues  160 

Rialto — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  Denver  wk 200 


”St.  Louis"  Earns  Highest  Film 
Honors  at  San  Francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO— “The  Falcon  in  Holly- 
wood” with  the  aid  of  the  jive  music  of 
Duke  Ellington  on  the  stage  brought  the 
Golden  Gate  Theatre  barometer  to  a pleas- 
ant 185  per  cent.  The  Golden  Gate  staff 
was  still  smiling  happily  over  their  tiein  of 
the  picture  with  the  filming  of  the  current 


Falcon  picture  in  San  Francisco. 

“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  was  greeted  with 
open  arms  by  theatregoers.  The  film  opened 
to  a big  week  at  the  Fox  and  continued. 
The  “Little  Man”  in  a local  newspaper  rat- 
ing section  clapped  his  hands  with  great 
gusto,  signifying  the  picture  had  passed  with 
flying  honors  the  drama  critic’s  approval. 

“To  Have  and  Have  Not,”  at  the  St.  Fran- 
cis in  its  third  week,  was  still  in  the  big 
time  with  160. 


Esquire — Master  Race  (RKO);  Nevada  (RKO), 

2nd  wk 115 

Fox — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 180 

Golden  Gate — The  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO), 

plus  Duke  Ellington  on  stage  185 

Orpheum — A Song  to  Remember  (Col),  3rd  wk 150 

Paramount — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox)....160 
State — Sunday  Dinner  ior  a Soldier  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk.;  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox)  120 

St.  Francis — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

3rd  wk 160 

United  Artists — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  5th  wk.,.105 
Warfield — The  Big  Bonanza  (Rep),  plus  stage 

show  130 


"Have"  Receives  Biggest  Play 
In  a Good  Week  at  Seattle 

SEATTLE — Despite  very  heavy  rains  the 
theatre  business  remained  good.  The  Orpheum 
received  the  biggest  play  with  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not.” 

Blue  Mouse — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para);  Falcon 


in  Hollywood  (RKO),  3rd  wk 140 

Fifth  Avenue — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) 150 

Liberty — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col),  2nd  wk...l60 
Music  Box — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (Para), 

5th  wk 130 

Music  Hall — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para);  Girl  Rush  (RKO),  2nd  wk 130 

Orpheum — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk...200 
Palomar — Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono), 

plus  stage  show  150 

Paramount — Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M)  150 


Film  Club  Entertained 
By  Ritter  Troupe 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — During  a week’s  stay 
in  Salt  Lake,  during  which  he  appeared  on 
the  Lyric  Theatre  stage,  Tex  Ritter,  Holly- 
wood western  star,  and  his  troupe  enter- 
tained at  a meeting  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Club  of  Salt  Lake.  The  meeting  was  held 
February  9. 

Ritter  and  his  group  also  appeared  at 
Kearns,  overseas  replacement  training  cen- 
ter, where  they  entertained  in  the  hospital 
and  for  soldiers  about  to  leave  for  over- 
seas, and  at  the  Latter  Day  Saints  Primary 
Children’s  Hospital. 


Dimes  Total,  $349.28 

CANON  CITY,  COLO. — George  McCormick, 
manager  of  the  Skyline  Theatre  here  and 
the  Rialto  in  Florence,  announced  last  week 
the  two  theatres  raised  a total  of  $349.28 
in  the  March  of  Dimes  drive. 


Gets  Long-Termer  as  Director 

Abby  Berlin  has  been  given  a long-termer 
as  a director. 


SEATTLE 


Qalph  Abbett,  who  announced  his  resigna- 
tion  as  manager  for  Monogram  here,  has 
reconsidered  and  will  stay  with  the  company 
which  is  good  news  for  his  many  friends  . . . 
H.  R.  Edenstein  of  the  Northwest  Automatic 
Candy  Co.  was  on  the  Row  from  Los  Angeles 
. . . A1  Baker,  city  manager  for  Evergreen  in 
Spokane,  was  in  booking. 

Johnny  Kent,  former  salesman  for  Para- 
mount out  of  Seattle,  is  in  an  army  hospital 
on  Staten  Island  and  was  to  be  moved  to  a 
hospital  in  Michigan,  according  to  word  re- 
ceived by  Herb  Kaufman,  local  manager  . . . 
Francis  Bateman,  district  sales  manager  for 
Republic,  was  here  from  Los  Angeles  and 
conferring  with  J.  T.  Sheffield,  northwest 
president  of  the  company. 

James  Walsh,  recently  discharged  from  the 
navy  after  action  in  the  Pacific,  has  been  ap- 
pointed salesman  in  eastern  Washington  for 
Republic  ...  In  addition  to  Frank  L.  New- 
man sr„  others  from  the  northwest  attending 
the  conference  at  Palm  Springs,  were  A1 
Finke,  A1  Rosenberg  and  Roy  Brown. 

Virginia  Kirkwood  left  for  New  Jersey  for 
a visit  with  her  hubby,  Lieut.  Roderick  Kirk- 
wood, in  the  signal  corps  at  Ft.  Monmouth 
. . . Ronny  Ames  has  succeeded  Ralph  Ravens- 
croft  as  west  coast  exploiteer  for  Paramount. 
Ravenscroft  is  now  in  charge  of  short  subject 
advertising  at  the  studio. 

Georgia  Watkins,  secretary  to  Vic  Gaunt- 
lett,  was  home  with  an  infected  throat  . . . 
Ray  Ackies  of  20th-Fox  and  George  Mitchell 
of  UA  were  in  from  Spokane  . . . Thomas  Mc- 
Cue,  auditor  for  Universal,  left  for  Portland 
. . .Jim  Hone  was  in  catching  up  with  his 
office  work  between  trips  to  Olympia. 

The  Northwest  Film  Club  will  sponsor  a 
dinner  dance  March  12  at  the  Olympic  Hotel 
for  the  pioneers  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try of  the  northwest  and  Alaska.  Pioneers 
have  to  be  60  years  of  age  or  older  . . . Hal 
Murphy,  manager  of  Evergreen’s  Liberty 
Theatre  in  Olympia,  has  gone  to  California 
for  a month’s  vacation.  Dan  Putnam,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Fox  Theatre  in  Spo- 
kane, will  pinch-hit  for  Hal. 


WAHOO 
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Redondo  Beach  House 
Damaged  by  Waves 

REDONDO  BEACH — Considerable  damage 
was  caused  to  FWC’s  Redondo  Theatre  by 
rising  tides  which  have  washed  large  gaps 
in  the  beach  and  have  torn  into  the  surf 
walk  adjoining  the  building,  with  approxi- 
mately 400  feet  expected  to  give  away  before 
the  tides  recede.  Sewer  and  gas  lines  from 
the  showcase,  passing  under  the  walk,  were 
threatened  by  huge  breakers,  and  sand  has 
been  washed  into  the  theatre.  W.  R.  Bar- 
clay, city  engineer,  estimated  the  400  square 
feet  of  walk  to  be  doomed  and  further  stated 
that  if  high  winds  should  come  up,  the 
theatre  would  be  endangered. 

George  O'Brien,  manager,  was  reported 
prepared  to  present  a plan  to  Fox  West 
Coast  heads  in  Los  Angeles  for  an  attempt 
to  put  in  sheet  piling  fronting  the  building 
to  prevent  further  damage.  The  theatre  and 
the  city  had  previously  spent  some  $25,000 
in  attempting  to  erect  a rock  barricade,  but 
the  job  was  abandoned  when  the  ocean  car- 
ried away  the  rock  as  fast  as  it  was  dumped. 

Intermountain  Section 
To  Greet  Stage  Shows 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Utah  fans  of  the  legiti- 
mate stage  are  looking  forward  to  renewing 
acquaintance  on  February  19  with  an  old 
favorite — Gladys  George,  former  Salt  Lake 
stock  show  player  and  now  star  of  stage 
and  screen. 

In  her  return  to  Salt  Lake  City,  where  she 
has  not  appeared  in  a production  for  more 
than  a decade,  she  will  appear  with  Regi- 
nald Denny,  Lillian  Harvey  and  Renie 
Riano  in  the  stage  production  of  “Blithe 
Spirit”  at  the  Uptown  Theatre. 

Intermountain  stage  fans  are  also  await- 
ing the  coming  appearance  of  “Naughty 
Marietta”  in  four  theatres  in  Utah  and  Idaho. 
The  company  will  appear  February  26  at  the 
Pinney  Theatre  in  Boise;  February  28  at 
the  Orpheum  Theatre  in  Ogden;  March  1 
at  the  Capitol  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  March 
2 at  the  Paramount  in  Provo. 

The  group  has  Reed  Lawton  and  Joanne 
Leonhard  as  stars. 

Star  at  Roseburg  Opens 
With  Gala  Ceremony 

ROSEBURG,  ORE.— The  New  Star  Thea- 
tre, owned  by  the  Umpqua  Amusement  Co., 
was  opened  here  with  gala  ceremonies  Janu- 
ary 17.  Film  executives  from  Los  Angeles, 
San  Francisco  and  Portland  were  in  at- 
tendance. 

The  new  theatre  seats  420  persons  and  has 
been  remodeled  and  equipped  with  Simplex 
projection  equipment  and  Western  Electric 
sound. 

Mrs.  Donn  Radabaugh,  who  manages  the 
Indian  and  Rose  theatres  here  for  Umpqua, 
also  will  manage  the  Star. 

Reuben  Stroh  Is  New 
Owner  of  the  Nugget 

TELLURIDE,  COLO.— The  Nugget  Theatre 
here  has  been  sold  to  Reuben  Stroh  by  C.  G. 
Diller.  Stroh  plans  numerous  improvements 
at  the  house,  including  a new  screen  and 
changes  in  fixtures.  At  present  he  is  operat- 
ing the  Mines  Theatre  here  and  has  thea- 
tres in  other  Colorado  towns. 


Bell  Manager  of  Maribel 

FORTUNA,  CALIF.— Walter  Bell,  former 
operator  of  the  Downtown  Theatre  in  San 
Francisco,  has  taken  over  management  of 
the  Maribel  Theatre  at  Weott.  Assisting  him 
is  Mary  Powers. 


LOS  ANGELES 


lit  the  studio  for  a huddle  with  Spyros 
Skouras  were  20th-Fox’s  William  Geh- 
ring,  western  sales  manager;  George  Ballen- 
tine,  Pacific  coast  district  sales  manager, 
and  Ed  Yarborough,  western  exploitation 
supervisor. 

Visiting  on . the  Row:  Ben  Levin,  Rotus 
Harvey  and  Hyman  Levin,  San  Francisco 
exhibitors;  Jimmy  Lima  and  John  Peters 
of  the  San  Jose  Amusement  Co.;  Sgt.  Joseph 
Glasser,  on  furlough  from  Pittsburg,  Calif., 
visiting  his  father,  Leon  Glasser,  of  the 
local  Dixie  Theatre. 

Herb  MacIntyre,  RKO  western  district 
sales  manager,  trained  out  for  Denver  to 
meet  Robert  Folliard,  captain  of  the  Ned 
Depinet  sales  drive,  and  Harry  Michaelson, 
short  subjects  sales  manager,  for  a branch 
office  huddle  slated  for  February  19.  Ad- 
ditional western  district  meetings  were 
scheduled  for  Salt  Lake  City,  Seattle,  Port- 
land, San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles. 

Charles  Walker’s  Santa  Ana  showcase  was 
temporarily  shuttered  to  allow  repair  of 
damages  resulting  from  a $10,000  blaze  back- 
stage.  The  theatre  was  scheduled  to  reopen 
in  a week. 

National  Screen  Service  Tid-Bits:  George 
Dembow,  vice-president  and  general  sales 
chief,  left  for  New  York  following  his  two- 
week  business  sojourn  here.  Lee  Katz,  who 
recently  acquired  a husband  in  the  person 
of  Pvt.  Hy  Rudin  of  Camp  Ross,  Calif.,  has 
also  acquired  the  berth  of  service  super- 
visor for  NSS.  She’s  taken  over  the  spot 
vacated  by  Sue  Gottlieb  who  retired  in  favor 
of  domesticity. 

On  the  Row:  Harry  Nace  jr.,  Nace  The- 
atres, Phoenix;  George  Diamos,  Lyric  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Tucson. 

Herbert  Rosner  of  Rosner  Film  Exchange 
trained  north  to  visit  his  San  Francisco  of- 
fice . . . Touring  the  local  exchanges  were 
Joe  and  Max  Fellerman,  Paramount  home 
office  executives.  They  planned  a hop  to  the 
Bay  City  from  here  . . . Herman  Lewis  of 
the  Los  Feliz  Theatre  celebrated  his  tenth 
year  in  that  spot  February  14. 

The  Monogram  exchange  hosted  its  em- 
ployes to  a cocktail  party  at  the  Variety 
Club,  Ambassador  Hotel,  as  a reward  for  re- 
sults shown  from  the  recent  sales  drive  . . . 
Snadow-Hollander’s  Savoy  showcase,  5326 
South  Central  Ave.,  was  damaged  by  fire 
and  closed  temporarily  for  repairs. 

linx  Receives  a Queenly 
Reception  at  Frisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Jinx  Falkenburg,  well 
known  “cover  girl”  and  Hollywood  celebrity 
who  recently  returned  from  a USO  tour  of 
the  China-Burma-India  area,  appeared  at 
the  Oakland  State  Guard  Armory  in  a army 
show  titled  “Quartermasters  at  War.” 

Before  going  back  on  tour  with  her  own 
USO  troupe,  Miss  Falkenburg  will  appear 
in  another  picture. 

The  boys  at  the  Stage  Door  Canteen  here 
gave  her  a reception  that  any  queen  would 
•have  been  proud  to  receive. 


New  Pocaiello  Manager 

POCATELLO,  IDAHO— Orval  Helwege,  for- 
mer assistant  manager  for  the  Fox  Inter- 
mountain house  at  Nampa,  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Orpheum  here. 


Acquires  Drake  Original 

PRC  Pictures  has  acquired  an  original  by 
Oliver  Drake,  titled  “Valley  of  Lonely  Wom- 
en.” It  is  a prison  yarn. 


Short  on  Htes  Opening 
Salt  Lake  City  Feb.  20 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— One  of  the  most 
anxiously-awaited  short  features  to  be 
scheduled  here  recently,  “Court  Craft,”  a 
Pathe  News  short  featuring  University  of 
Utah’s  basketball  team,  is  slated  for  its  in- 
termountain showing  on  February  20  at  the 
Uptown  Theatre. 

Shortly  after  the  Utes  won  the  National 
Intercollegiate  basketball  championship  and 
defeated  mighty  St.  John’s  in  a Red  Cross 
benefit  game  in  the  spring  of  1944,  Pathe 
started  plans  to  make  the  film.  Their  cam- 
eramen and  a director  spent  a week  on  the 
Utah  campus  and  in  Salt  Lake  City  last 
winter  getting  shots  of  young  Utahans  play- 
ing basketball,  pictures  on  the  campus,  and 
finally  films  of  the  Utes  in  training. 

More  than  half  of  the  one-reeler  is  made 
up  of  these  shots  taken  in  Utah;  the  rest 
shows  the  Utes  in  action  against  St.  John’s 
in  a rematch  last  winter,  which  the  Red- 
skins lost  by  only  three  points.  With  a rec- 
ord of  13  victories  and  only  two  defeats 
all  season,  the  Utes  are  still  national  title 
threats,  and  the  film  is  expected  to  draw 
large  crowds  in  the  intermountain  area. 

H.  C.  Schmidt,  the  Palo  Alto 
Marquee  Builder,  Dies 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Henry  C.  Schmidt,  who 
started  the  Novelty  Movie  Theatre  here  in 
1910  and  built  the  Marquee  in  1912,  died  at 
the  Palo  Alto  Hospital.  He  was  83. 

Schmidt  was  born  in  Baltimore.  He  came 
here  in  1910  and  immediately  started  the 
Novelty.  He  sold  the  Marquee  in  1919  to  the 
Fox  interests.  Prior  to  1910  he  had  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  engineering  and  plumbing 
construction  in  the  Palace  and  St.  Francis 
hotels  in  San  Francisco. 

He  was  a member  of  Palo  Alto  Elks  Lodge 
1471,  which  conducted  the  funeral  services. 

Schmidt  is  survived  by  his  wife  Cora,  a son 
Harry  of  San  Francisco,  and  a granddaughter 
Ruth  Harriet  Schmidt  of  San  Francisco. 

Salt  Lake  City  Red  Cross 
Meeting  February  23 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Approximately  150 
theatre  exhibitors  of  the  Salt  Lake  area, 
which  includes  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah  and 
parts  of  Nevada,  will  gather  in  this  city 
on  Friday,  February  23,  for  a Red  Cross 
meeting. 

The  parley  has  been  called  by  S.  L.  Gil- 
lette, Salt  Lake  area  Red  Cross  chairman, 
and  will  be  held  at  12:30  p.  m.  in  the  Hotel 
Utah.  Speakers  will  include  Herman  Wob- 
ber,  western  sales  manager  for  20th-Fox; 
Rick  Ricketson  of  Denver,  president  of  Fox 
Intermountain,  and  a war  veteran  from 
Bushnell  Hospital  at  Brigham  City. 

Harry  E.  Huffman  Named 
On  Postwar  Board 

DENVER — Harry  E.  Huffman,  prominent 
Denver  theatre  man,  has  been  named  by 
Gov.  John  C.  Vivian  as  executive  vice-chair- 
man of  the  governor’s  postwar  committee. 

Vivian  said  the  purpose  of  the  committee, 
which  is  composed  of  leaders  in  virtually 
every  activity  in  the  state,  is  to  advise  the 
governor  and  other  state  officials  on  plans 
for  postwar  conversion. 


Uptown  Is  Reopened 

SUPERIOR,  ARIZ. — The  Uptown  Theatre, 
destroyed  by  fire  about  three  months  ago, 
was  reopened  recently  by  Gene  Bandelier, 
district  manager  of  Long  Theatres  and  local 
house  manager. 
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WESTERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Theatres  Take  Step 
To  Fight  City  Tax 

REDONDO  BEACH,  CALIF.— The  first  step 
in  a suit  to  test  constitutionality  of  a city 
ordinance  imposing  a tax  on  theatre  admis- 
sions was  taken  here  recently  when  the 
Strand  and  Redondo  theatres  filed  claims 
with  the  city  council  for  refunds  totaling 
$7,947. 

The  claimants  allege  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  collect  the  tax  against  their  will 
and  that  the  tax  is  “discriminatory,  exces- 
sive, unreasonable,  and  in  violation  of  both 
the  United  States  and  California  consti- 
tutions.” 

They  charged  the  ordinance  requires  one 
class  of  business  to  be  taxed  at  rates  far  in 
excess  of  those  levied  upon  others  and  said 
the  refund,  if  granted,  would  be  given  to 
charitable  projects  because  of  impossibility 
of  refunding  it  to  individual  patrons. 

The  theatres  have  been  collecting  the  tax 
under  protest  since  passage  of  the  ordinance 
on  Oct.  20,  1943. 

Leve  and  Ross  Lead 
George  Bowser  Drive 

LOS  ANGELES  — Initial  returns  in  the 
George  Bowser  inaugural,  Fox  West  Coast’s 
first-quarter  campaign,  reported  Spencer 
Leve  and  Dave  Ross  of  district  No.  2,  south- 
ern California  division,  in  first  place.  Fol- 
lowing in  second  place  was  James  Runte,  dis- 
trict No.  2,  southern  California  division. 

The  contest,  launched  December  31  to  run 
through  March  31,  was  named  for  the  com- 
pany’s new  general  manager,  George  Bowser. 
Competing  in  the  drive  are  the  12  districts 
comprising  the  organization’s  northern  and 
southern  California  divisions  headed  by  B.  V. 
Sturdivant  and  A.  J.  Krappman,  respectively. 

Field  and  booking  offices  will  come  in  for 
substantial  prizes  and  several  special  section 
awards  are  lined  up  to  punctuate  the  13 
weeks  of  the  campaign. 

Drive-In  Theatre  Slated 
On  Yolo  County  Tract 

SACRAMENTO — The  Yolo  County  board 
of  supervisors  has  adopted  a recommenda- 
tion of  the  county  planning  commission  to 
change  the  zoning  of  a tract  of  land  east 
of  the  poultry  farms  subdivision  on  the 
Sacramento-Davis  highway.  Henry  Von  Dor- 
sten  of  the  planning  commission  said  the 
change  would  be  made  to  permit  construc- 
tion of  a $15,000  drive-in  theatre  there. 


Plugs  on  Nine  Stations 
Used  to  Sell  "Faith" 

LOS  ANGELES — The  heaviest  radio  pub- 
licity campaign  in  the  history  of  Monogram 
is  currently  being  used  in  connection  with 
the  showing  of  “They  Shall  Have  Faith”  at 
Four  Star,  United  Artists  and  Fox  Wilshire 
theatres.  Station  break  and  other  plugs  for 
the  film  are  being  used  on  nine  radio  sta- 
tions in  the  area. 

"My  Way"  Being  Returned 
To  Beverly  Hills  Elite 

LOS  ANGELES — Acceding  to  popular  re- 
quest, Paramount  has  scheduled  a return 
limited  engagement  of  “Going  My  Way”  at 
the  Beverly  Hills  Elite  Theatre  starting 
February  22.  The  picture  had  an  eight- 
week  run  at  both  Hollywood  and  Downtown 
Paramount  theatres  and  was  to  have  been 
withheld  locally  for  several  months. 


Harry  West  was  the 
proprietor  of  a sum- 
mer resort,  the  Forest 
Lodge,  near  Green- 
ville, Calif.  Sensing 
the  need  for  a theatre 
in  the  locale,  he 
bought  a single  porta- 
ble Holmes  projector, 
built  a house  and  ran 
one  show,,  per  week. 
The  town  grew,  and  so 
did  the  Greenville 
Theatre;  the  house 
now  receives  the  public  every  night.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Ameri- 
can Legion.  His  daughter,  Barbara,  is  a 
chemical  laboratory  assistant  with  the  Shell 
Co.,  and  his  son  Harry  is  a naval  aviation 
student  at  the  University  of  California. 


Hilmer  George  of 
Idaho  “just  grew”  into 
the  exhibiting  field. 

His  father,  Thomas 
George,  opened  one  of 
the  first  houses  in 
Snake  River  valley. 

One  of  Hilmer’s  earli- 
est jobs  was  to  rewind 
film  in  the  booth  from 
a basket.  Later  he  be- 
came a projectionist 
and  remained  one  13 
years,  For  25  years  he 
has  been  managing  the  Royal  Theatre  in 
Rigby,  Idaho.  For  some  time  he  has  been  a 
director  of  the  Lions.  He  is  also  a member 
of  Intermountain  Theatre  Owners.  He  has 
three  sons.  His  eldest  son,  Reynold,  is  a mid- 
shipman in  the  navy. 


From  the  nickelodeons 
to  the  People’s  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  operating  26 
theatres  in  Oregon  and 
Washington  were 
changes  Gus  Metzger 
experienced  in  eight 
years.  Then,  in  1915, 
he  sold  his  northwest 
theatres  to  become 
western  sales  manager 
for  Universal,  holding 
this  position  until  1923 
when  he  returned  to 
Portland  to  operate  theatres.  In  1926  he 
moved  to  Los  Angeles,  intending  to  retire 
from  business,  but  now  finds  himself  operat- 
ing six  houses.  Metzger  is  chairman  of  the 
southern  California  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee. 

The  tale  of  the  hobby- 
ist who  became  a pro- 
fessional is  never  with- 
out its  interest.  Mrs. 

E.  J.  Crary  of  Cho- 
teau,  Mont.,  became 
an  exhibitor  in  1913  as 
a hobby,  and  has  been 
at  it  ever  since.  Mrs. 

Crary’s  community  ac- 
tivity goes  farther 
than  the  doors  of  her 
theatre;  she  is  super- 
intendent of  the  city 
parks  and  playgrounds,  chairman  of  the  li- 
brary board,  a member  of  Eastern  Star  and 
the  Woman’s  Club.  Her  hobby  is  bridge.  Mrs. 
Crary  has  one  son,  Lyall,  possessor  of  two 
college  degrees.  Before  her  husband’s  death 
in  1944,  he  was  a dentist. 


Sherrill  C.  Corwin’s 

first  theatre  was  the 
York,  Los  Angeles. 
Then,  in  an  unbeliev- 
ably short  period  of 
time,  he  acquired  a 
joint  interest  in  a 
number  of  houses 
known  as  the  Metro- 
politan Theatres,  in- 
cluding the  Orpheum, 
Rialto,  Tower,  News- 
reel, News-Palace,  and 
Los  Angeles  as  well  as 
the  Broadway  and  Olympic  which  he  op- 
erates independently.  All  houses  are  in  Los 
Angeles.  He  is  a member  of  the  Downtown 
Business  Men’s  Ass’n,  the  USO-Camp  Shows 
Committee,  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Theatre 
War  Finance  Committee. 


J.  E.  Tompkins  entered 
show  business  as  sing- 
er at  the  Princess, 

Denver,  in  1906.  Five 
years  later  he  was 
managing  the  Prin- 
cess, Colorado  Springs. 

Subsequently  he  pur- 
chased the  Liberty  and 
America,  renaming  the 
latter  the  Trail.  In 
1930  he  opened  the 
Tompkins  and,  some 
years  afterward, 

America’s  finest  Indian  theatre,  the  Ute.  He 
eventually  merged  these  holdings  in  one  cor- 
poration, Interstate  Theatres,  Inc.  Past  pres- 
ident of  Kiwanis  and  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
YMCA  director,  member  of  El  Paso  County 
bond  drive,  Winter  Night  Club. 


Like  his  namesake  of 
the  legitimate  theatre, 
A.  L.  Woods,  Chino, 
Calif.,  has  been  a show- 
man since  early  youth. 
He  started  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry 
as  a projectionist  while 
still  attending  high 
school,  managing  a 
theatre  of  his  own 
which  his  father  pre- 
sented to  him  upon  his 
graduation.  A student 
of  engineering,  his  hobby  is  electric  trains, 
several  of  which  are  usually  to  be  found  in 
the  Woods’  basement  being  operated  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  seven-year-old  daugh- 
ter, Sonya  Lee,  and  their  friends.  Woods  is 
a charter  member  of  the  Chino  Rotary. 


Through  purchase  of 
his  original  theatre  in 
Gooding,  Idaho,  in 
1910,  Adam  J.  Schulbert 
came  into  the  indus- 
try. And  in  it  he  re- 
mains, for  he  is  now 
proprietor  of  the 
Schubert  Theatre.  He 
has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  civic  affairs,  is 
past  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce, 
a member  of  Rotary 
and  Intermountain  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n. 
Since  their  inception,  he  has  been  chairman 
of  all  war  loan  drives.  His  hobbies  are  fish- 
ing, hunting  and  painting.  His  son,  Adam  J. 
jr„  is  a pilot  in  the  air  corps.  His  daughter 
is  married. 
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Gay  Nineties  Relic  Transformed 


DENVER — Under  the  supervision  of  Mike 
Roth  a whale  of  a renovating  and  remodeling 
job  on  the  old  Broadway  here  was  completed 
this  week  for  a scheduled  preopening  on  Wed- 
nesday, Valentine’s  Day,  when  Roth  enter- 
tained state  and  government  officials,  film 
and  theatre  men.  The  public  opening  was  on 
the  following  day. 

The  renovation  and  remodeling  extends 
from  the  front  to  the  back  of  the  stage,  with 
new  seats,  a molded  plastic  screen,  Simplex 
sound  and  modernized  air  conditioning.  But 
the  biggest  impression  was  made  on  the  long 
lobby  of  the  old  theatre,  built  in  1890,  and 
the  result  will  be  an  eyeopener  not  only  to 
theatre  men  but  to  the  public  as  well. 

The  front  is  of  the  new  style  flat  design, 
with  huge  neon  letters  proclaiming  the  name 
"Broadway,”  while  below  a large  area  of  vit- 
rolite  glass,  backed  by  neon,  lights  up  the 
letters  that  tell  of  the  offering  inside.  The 
boxoffice,  burgundy  in  color,  is  at  one  side 
of  the  entrance,  also  an  innovation  in  Denver. 


An  arched  entrance,  framed  in  neon,  leads 
into  the  outer  lobby  where  lighting  is  by 
means  of  hundreds  of  feet  of  neon  above 
three  huge  ten-feet  square  frames  of  leaded 
glass. 

A pair  of  natural  wood  doors  leads  into  the 
second  lobby  which  has  been  named  the 
"Fond  Memory”  room,  with  sketches  done  in 
the  Gay  Nineties  motif.  A number  of  photos 
of  stars  of  stage,  screen  and  opera  who  have 
appeared  at  the  theatre  are  displayed  there. 

The  house  first  was  opened  Aug.  18,  1890, 
with  Emma  Yuck  appearing  in  opera  for  14 
days,  following  which  "The  Old  Homestead” 
moved  in  for  14  more  days.  During  the  bal- 
ance of  the  last  century  and  for  many  years 
in  this  one,  the  Broadway  was  the  center  of 
social  and  cultural  life  of  Denver. 

The  Fond  Memory  room  leads  into  the 
auditorium,  which  retains  much  of  the  old 
atmosphere. 

“Magic  eye”  drinking  fountains  and  many 
other  devices  that  add  to  the  comfort  of  the 
patrons  have  been  installed. 


Notes  on  Paramount's 
Exhibitor  Luncheon 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Memos  from  the  Para- 
mount Pictures  exhibitor  luncheon: 

The  chivalrous  Claude  Lee  lived  up  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  his  title,  “Public  relations 
director,”  by  offering  his  moral  support  to  a 
damsel  in  distress.  Cause  of  distress  was  re- 
ported to  have  been  the  ratio  of  one  woman 
to  57  men.  However,  the  lone  lady  main- 
tains that  such  a ratio  is  cause  only  for  joy. 

H.  Neal  East,  local  manager  sent  invitations 
to  exhibitors  to  attend  the  luncheon  at  the 
St.  Francis  Hotel.  A day  elapsed  and  a sec- 
ond epistle  was  sent  forth  stating  that  “Sher- 
man Said,  ‘War  Is  Hell,’  ” and  explaining  the 
luncheon  would  be  held  at  the  Sir  Francis 
Drake  instead,  due  to  wartime  difficulties  that 
have  arisen. 

Ronald  Ames,  newly  appointed  publicist  for 
the  Paramount,  will  make  his  headquarters 
at  Los  Angeles,  he  revealed  at  the  luncheon. 
He  previously  was  associated  with  a southern 
radio  station  promotion  department  and  prior 
to  that  was  doing  promotion  and  publicity 
work  with  Fred  Waring.  Ames  found  the 
famous  Trader  Vic’s  in  Oakland  very  much 
to  his  liking. 

Worth  remembering  at  the  luncheon  was 
the  very  magnificent  tie  worn  by  George 
Mann,  the  overwhelming  popularity  of  George 
Smith,  western  division  sales  manager,  Claude 
Lee’s  ad  lib  remarks,  Joe  Blumenfeld  recall- 
ing the  days  he  bicycled  without  a bike,  I.  M. 
Bettencourt  directing  luncheon  guests  to  the 
Francasian  room  and  making  a perfect  score. 
(All  guests  appeared;  none  were  lost.)  H.  P. 
Franklin  of  the  Goldberg  circuit  with  his  mil- 
lion dollar  smile,  and  Lew  Lewellen  and  H. 
Neal  East  rushing  around  the  room  arrang- 
ing camera  stills. 

Metropolitan  Signs  Long 
Lease  On  Angeleno  Site 

LOS  ANGELES — Launching  plans  for  post- 
war development  of  the  downtown  theatre 
situation,  Metropolitan  Theatres  Corp.,  a 
partnership  comprising  Fox  West  Coast, 
Principal  Theatres  (Mike  Rosenberg)  and 
Sherrill  Corwin,  has  acquired  a 50-year  lease 
on  property  located  at  828  South  Broadway. 
The  site,  which  presently  bears  a three-story 
building  occupied  by  retail  businesses,  will 
be  the  location  of  a new,  1,500-seat  theatre, 
between  Metropolitan’s  Orpheum  and  Rialto 
in  the  same  block. 


R.  Bruce  Tara  Is  New 
Manager  of  the  Royal 

GUADALUPE,  CALIF— R.  Bruce  Tara,  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Vogue  Theatre,  Salinas, 
recently  took  over  management  of  the  Royal, 
Guadalupe.  He  has  been  managing  theatres 
since  his  medical  discharge  from  the  navy 
about  a year  and  a half  ago. 

Miss  Barbara  Susaville 
Takes  Over  Eureka 

FORTUNA,  CALIF. — Miss  Barbara  Susa- 
ville of  Eureka  was  recently  named  mana- 
ger of  the  Fortuna  Theatre  by  Redwood 
Theatres,  Inc.  Miss  Susaville  has  been  with 
the  circuit  about  three  years. 


ANTELOPE  HUNTERS— Rick  Ricket- 
son,  president  of  the  Fox  Intermountain 
Theatres  at  Denver,  and  Charles  P. 
Skouras,  president  of  Fox  West  Coast 
Theatres  at  Kemmerer,  Wyo.,  were  guests 
in  home  of  their  publisher  friend,  C.  Watt 
Brandon,  of  the  Kemmerer  Gazette.  Each 
season  for  years  they  have  hunted  with 
Brandon  and  local  theatre  men  in  that 
region.  They  had  just  emerged  from 
their  hunting  togs  when  this  photograph 
was  made. 


Industry  Will  Fete 
A Veteran  Booker 

LOS  ANGELES — Among  show  business  vet- 
erans scheduled  to  attend  the  testimonial 
dinner  for  Mrs.  Betsy  Bogart  in  the  Em- 
bassy room  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel  were 
Mrs.  Foster  Jackson,  Elsinore  exhibitor  and 
active  in  that  field  for  25  years;  Mrs.  Jenne 
Dodge  of  Ventura;  Jules  Wolf,  now  retired, 
who  was  Mrs.  Bogart’s  first  employer  in  the 
old  Educational  exchange;  Guy  Gunderson; 
A.  L.  Gore  and  Bill  Wall.  Dave  Bershon, 
who  worked  with  Mrs.  Bogart  25  years  ago, 
was  to  serve  as  toastmaster. 

Leading  figures  such  as  Charles  P.  Skou- 
ras, J.  L.  and  H.  M.  Warner,  Gus  Metzger, 
Marco,  Henry  Herbel  and  L.  J.  Halper  were 
expected  to  be  present. 

A gala  program  was  being  arranged  by 
Sherrill  Corwin,  which  was  to  include  night 
club  talent,  comedians,  singers  and  dancers 
as  well  as  a “Show  Business”  skit  featuring 
screen  players  from  Warner  studio.  Robert 
Alda,  Warner  star,  was  slated  to  serve  as 
emcee  for  the  entertainment. 

Some  400  guests  were  to  attend  the  dinner 
which  was  arranged  for  by  the  Variety 
Club  as  a tribute  to  Mrs.  Bogart  who  has 
spent  30  years  on  Filmrow  as  booker  at  the 
Educational,  Pathe,  First-National  and  War- 
ner Bros,  exchanges. 

Frisco  Council  Condemns 
"Amber"  and  "The  Turtle" 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Mrs.  A.  S.  Musante  was 
elected  to  serve  a fifth  term  as  president  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Council.  Other  officers 
also  were  re-elected.  The  council  voted  to  pro- 
test to  the  Will  Hays  office  against  making 
motion  pictures  of  “Forever  Amber”  and  “The 
Voice  of  the  Turtle.” 

Reports  of  members  on  cooperation  of  mo- 
tion picture  theatre  managers  in  barring  juve- 
niles from  late  shows  brought  several  com- 
ments. The  Balboa  Theatre  reported  that 
“parents  apparently  are  watching  their  chil- 
dren more  closely,”  for  little  trouble  has  de- 
veloped there.  The  Vogue  Theatre  manager 
said  too  many  parents  left  their  children  in 
the  theatre  and  failed  to  call  for  them  at  the 
close  of  the  last  show.  Other  managers 
pleaded  with  parents  to  attend  theatres  with 
their  children,  and  “please  sit  in  the  back 
row,  for  that’s  where  we  have  discipline  prob- 
lems.” 

Times  Reverses  Stand; 
Guild  Now  Runs  Daily 

LOS  ANGELES — Reversing  its  announce- 
ment, the  Los  Angeles  Times  will  continue  to 
run  its  Theatre  Guide  Daily.  The  newspaper 
recently  had  notified  independent  and  cir- 
cuit theatres  that  a switch  would  be  made  in 
billing  to  three  days  a week  in  an  effort  to 
conserve  news  print.  Since  then,  however, 
the  Times  has  planned  a reduced  scale  for 
the  guide  from  two  lines  to  one  for  each 
theatre  notice,  thereby  marking  a 35  per 
cent  saving  of  space. 

Chandler,  Ariz.,  to  Get 
Spacious  New  Theatre 

CHANDLER,  ARIZ— Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Woods  purchased  a large  building  on  San 
Marcos  Place  from  Dr.  A.  J.  Chandler  which 
will  be  converted  into  a theatre.  The  build- 
ing now  is  occupied  by  the  soldiers  recrea- 
tion center  and  a rooming  house. 

The  Woods  plan  to  leave  the  rooming  house 
intact  and  use  part  of  the  recreation  center 
as  a lobby  and  foyer  leading  into  a large 
auditorium. 
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PCCITO  Trustees 
Will  Meet  Mar.  13 

LOS  ANGELES — The  annual  meeting  of 
trustees  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  has  been 
scheduled  to  be  held  at  the  local  Ambassador 
Hotel  March  13,  14  and  15. 

Those  schedule  to  attend  include  M.  W. 
Mattacheck  and  William  Graeper  jr.  of  Ore- 
gon; Leroy  Johnson  and  L.  O.  Lukan  of 
Washington;  Rotus  Harvey  and  Ben  Levin  of 
northern  California,  and  H.  W.  Bruen  and 
George  Diamos  of  southern  California.  Ex- 
ecutive secretaries  of  the  ITO  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C„  Idaho  and  Alaska;  the  ITO  of 
Oregon;  the  ITO  of  northern  California  and 
Nevada,  and  the  ITO  of  southern  California 
and  Arizona  are  also  expected  to  attend. 

Allied  States  Ass’n  will  send  its  president, 
Martin  Smith,  as  an  observer  to  this  meeting. 

Ella  Raines  Boosts  the  Lake 
At  Opening  of  "Suspect" 

DENVER — Ella  Raines,  star  of  Universal’s 
“The  Suspect,”  made  personal  appearances 
here  on  the  day  her  picture  opened  at  the 
Paramount,  thus  boosting  the  gross  materi- 
ally. 

Miss  Raines  also  entertained  soldiers  at  a 
number  of  local  army  posts  and  hospitals 
and  was  guest  of  honor  at  a dinner  given 
at  the  Brown  Palace  Hotel  by  Harry  Huff- 
man, city  manager  for  Fox  Theatres.  About 
50  others  attended. 

Ojai  Theatre  Remodeled 
And  Re-Equipped 

OJAI,  CALIF. — Extensive  improvements, 
including  new  Suprex  projection  equipment, 
have  been  completed  at  the  Ojai  Theatre 
by  William  Swanson,  manager. 

New  rest  rooms  were  installed,  the  lobby 
was  remodeled  and  the  building  was  redeco- 
rated. Swanson  said  the  projection  equip- 
ment will  give  Ojai  patrons  a depth  illusion 
of  18  inches  and  is  the  first  of  its  kind  to 
be  installed  in  any  town  of  this  size. 

The  El  Rey  in  Oakland  Sold 
To  Gurnette  and  Jacobs 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  El  Rey  Theatre  in 
Oakland  was  recently  sold  by  I.  C.  Ackerman, 
who  owns  several  houses  in  San  Francisco,  to 
Barney  Gurnette  and  J.  Leslie  Jacobs.  Gur- 
nette is  division  manager  of  the  Golden  State 
Theatres  in  Santa  Cruz.  The  property  is 
owned  by  John  Basconcellos. 

Prior  to  Ackerman’s  operation  of  the  El 
Rey,  it  was  operated  by  the  Golden  State 
chain 

Westland  Circuit  Opens 
New  Stockton  Theatre 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Westland  Theatres 
announced  the  opening  of  the  Stockton  The- 
atre, 1825  Pacific  Ave.,  Stockton,  Friday 
(16)  with  a special  preview.  The  theatre, 
a stadium  type  house  with  985  seats,  is  the 
first  suburban  theatre  in  Stockton.  It  was 
built  by  the  Harvey  Construction  Co. 

The  Kerby,  Worland,  Gets 
New  Sound  System 

WORLAND,  WYO. — A new  Altec  Lansing 
sound  system  recently  was  installed  at  the 
Kerby  Theatre  here.  L.  E.  Winans,  factory 
representative,  supervised  installation  of 
the  equipment. 


Coeur  D'Alene  Officials 
Ask  a Theatre  Curfew 

COEUR  D’ALENE,  IDAHO— The  city  coun- 
cil of  Coeur  D’Alene  has  voted  to  ask  the- 
atres to  discontinue  midnight  shows. 

During  a discussion  of  the  issue  while  the 
council  was  in  session  recently,  it  was  argued 
that  young  children  had  been  attending  mid- 
night shows  despite  the  curfew.  Council 
members  said  that  as  long  as  other  places 
of  amusement  closed  at  midnight,  theatres 
should  also. 

Blumenfeld  Circuit  Buys 
Share  in  Ellis  Theatre 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Bill  David  has  sold  an 
interest  in  his  Ellis  Theatre  here  to  Nate 
Blumenfeld  and  Eric  Wilson.  The  policy  will 
remain  unchanged  for  the  time  being,  ex- 
cept that  program  will  change  three  times 
a week.  The  operation  of  the  theatre  will 
be  from  the  Blumenfeld  circuit  office. 

NSS  Transfers  Filger 
To  Cincinnati  Office 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Bill  Filger,  who  has 
been  with  National  Screen  Service  in  the 
intermountain  area  for  the  past  two  years 
as  a salesman,  has  been  transferred  to  Cin- 
cinnati. There  he  will  operate  in  the  south- 
ern Ohio  territory. 

Fox  Intermountain  Opens 
Two  Houses  in  Montana 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Hall  Baetz,  Fox  In- 
termountain district  manager,  reports  the 
Roxy  has  been  remodeled  at  Missoula,  Mont., 
and  is  being  reopened. 

Fox  Intermountain  also  is  reopening  the 
Rio  at  Helena. 

New  Cairo  Manager  Is 
"Agin"  Theatre  Babblers 

LOS  ANGELES — John  D.  Jacobs  recently 
became  manager  of  the  Cairo  Theatre  here 
with  a pledge  to  ride  herd  on  a noisy  mi- 
nority and  keep  them  quiet  so  the  rest  of 
the  audience  may  enjoy  the  program. 

Two  Theatres  in  Boulder 
Boost  Dimes  Collection 

BOULDER,  COLO.— Wilbur  R.  Williams, 
manager  of  the  two  theatres  here,  announced 
that  March  of  Dimes  collections  at  the 
houses  totaled  $1,095.23  which  represented 
a five  per  cent  increase  over  last  year. 


Jim  Riley  Joins  RKO 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Jim  Riley,  owner  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  is  clos- 
ing his  shop  and  joining  RKO  Radio’s  pub- 
licity department  in  Los  Angeles.  The  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  bought  out  the 
stock,  and  Pat  Patterson  is  taking  over  the 
lease  for  a film  exchange. 


Aronson  Leaving  NSS 

LOS  ANGELES — Arthur  J.  Aronson,  west 
coast  division  manager  for  National  Screen 
Service,  will  leave  the  company  March  9 
when  his  five-year  contract  expires. 


"Angel"  Lead  to  Linda  Darnell 

The  femme  lead  in  20th-Fox’s  “Fallen 
Angel”  has  been  given  Linda  Darnell,  while 
Faye  Marlowe  joins  the  cast  of  that  com- 
pany’s “Junior  Miss.” 


Showman  Designs 
A Wingless  Plane 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Versatile  is  the  word 
that  best  describes  L.  C.  Lund,  owner  and 
operator  of  Star  and  Mt.  Pleasant  the- 
atres in  Mount  Pleasant,  Utah. 

Despite  his  duties,  doubled  by  the  short- 
age of  manpower,  he  has  found  time  to  de- 
sign an  airplane  without  wings — a revo- 
lutionary craft,  its  lifting  unit  consisting 
of  honeycomb  adjustable  cells  and  two  pro- 
pellers centered  on  top  of  the  plane. 

According  to  Lund’s  design,  two  propellers 
between  the  adjustable  cells  turn  in  oppo- 
site directions,  creating  a vacuum  in  front 
and  sending  a stream  of  air  through  the 
back  set  of  tubes  or  cells.  In  this  way,  he 
explained,  the  machine  will  rise  as  soon  as 
it  is  turned  on. 

Maneuverability  would  be  the  main  char- 
acteristic of  the  new  craft,  not  speed.  One 
could  travel  in  any  direction,  cruise  over 
a city  or  fly  over  mountains  in  the  plane, 
the  Utah  theatre  owner  pointed  out. 

Although  usually  men  long  associated  with 
aviation  are  cautious  about  accepting  revo- 
lutionary ideas  for  flying,  the  plane  without 
wings  already  has  received  favorable  com- 
ment from  the  chief  pilot  of  one  of  the 
national  airlines  located  here,  and  army  of- 
ficials are  going  to  examine  the  invention. 

SCTOA  Is  Enthusiastic 
Over  Paul  Williams 

LOS  ANGELES — Southern  California  show- 
men, both  independent  and  circuit,  seem  to 
be  enthusiastic  about  the  appointment  of  Paul 
Williams  as  manager  and  general  counsel  of 
the  comparatively  new  but  rapidly  growing 
Southern  California  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n. 

Williams  accepted  the  post  after  a trip  to 
Los  Angeles  to  attend  a recent  meeting  of 
SCTOA’s  board  of  directors,  called  to  consider 
a successor  to  the  late  Albert  J.  Law,  local 
attorney  who  was  long  prominent  in  exhibi- 
tion circles  and  who  was  the  organizer  and 
first  executive  head  of  SCTOA. 

In  order  to  accept  the  SCTOA  post,  Wil- 
liams resigned  from  his  position  in  the  de- 
partment of  justice  where  he  served  as  an 
assistant  to  Wendell  Berge  in  the  antitrust 
division. 

WPB  Okays  Rebuilding 
Of  Rex,  Oroville,  Calif. 

OROVILLE,  CALIF.— Walter  Tooley,  man- 
ager of  the  State  Theatre  here,  announced 
recently  that  WPB  authorization  has  been 
received  to  resume  work  on  the  Rex,  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1943.  The  theatre 
will  be  ready  for  opening  early  in  the  spring. 


Seeks  Theatre  Okay 

LOS  ANGELES — Majestic  Theatre  Corp., 
owned  by  Reeves  Espey  and  Saul  Silverman, 
has  prepared  an  application  for  priorities  to 
erect  a 1,000-seat  theatre  in  the  Pacific  Pali- 
sades. The  company  recently  acquired  422  feet 
of  business  frontage  on  Sunset  Blvd.,  and 
plans  to  use  site  of  60x175  feet  for  the  new 
showcase. 


Verne  Touchett  to  Fox  West  Coast 

LOS  ANGELES — Verne  Touchett,  Milwau- 
kee, who  has  been  an  assistant  to  H.  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, president  of  Fox  Wisconsin,  National 
Theatres  subsidiary,  is  to  join  the  Fox  West 
Coast  organization  as  a film  buyer.  Touchett 
accompanied  Fitzgerald  to  Los  Angeles  to  at- 
tend the  recent  annual  meeting  of  NT  exec- 
utives. 
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The  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club  is  again 
A planning  its  annual  “Days  of  49”  party  to 
be  staged  in  the  Brown  Palace  Hotel  on  the 
evening  of  March  16.  Duke  Dunbar  has  been 
named  general  chairman  of  arrangements, 
assisted  by  the  entire  entertainment  com- 
mittee headed  by  Robert  Hill  and  Ralph 
Batschelet. 

Bern  Mariner,  former  UA  salesman,  wound- 
ed twice  in  the  Saipan  campaign,  has  been 
awarded  the  Purple  Heart  . . . Jack  Bruno, 
manager  of  the  Park  and  Sterling,  Greeley, 
is  a busy  man  these  days.  Aside  from  man- 
aging the  two  houses,  one  of  which,  the 
Park,  is  undergoing  remodeling,  he  is  writ- 
ing most  of  the  script  for  the  annual  Greeley 
Kiwanis  Club  minstrel  show  to  be  staged 
at  the  Sterling  March  19-20.  He  is  serving 
on  the  ticket  and  advertising  committee. 

O.  K.  Leonard,  who  operates  the  Central, 
Central,  N.  M.,  is  opening  a new  theatre  at 
Bayard,  N.  M„  to  be  named  the  Bayard  . . . 
The  Ellison-Reed  Visual  Aid  Service  has 
been  opened  at  2161  Broadway  by  Homer 
Ellison,  former  theatre  man  with  the  Red 
Cross  film  service  for  three  years,  and  Sam 
Reed,  formerly  with  RCA  and  for  a year 
and  a half  with  the  Red  Cross  film  service. 
Ellison  is  sales  manager  and  Reed  service 
manager.  The  company  will  handle  16mm 
equipment  and  will  wholesale  Victor  equip- 
ment in  the  mountain  states. 

The  service  tax  repeal  has  gone  through 
the  legislature  and  now  awaits  the  signa- 
ture of  the  governor,  which  is  assured  since 
he  urged  the  repeal  of  the  law  in  his  an- 
nual speech  to  the  legislature.  The  law 
would  repeal  the  bite  of  two  per  cent  on 
all  tickets  of  six  cents  and  up.  The  law 
calls  for  the  repeal  on  February  28,  four 
months  ahead  of  the  date  set  by  the  original 
law. 

Exhibitors  Poster  Service  has  moved  to 
2081  Broadway  to  make  way  for  the  en- 
larging of  the  Clasa-Mohme  exchange,  828 
21st  St. 

Exhibitors  from  out  of  town  included  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Jung,  Holyoke;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thos.  Vilnave,  Buffalo,  Wyo.;  John  Roberts, 
Fort  Morgan;  J.  C.  Parker,  Dalhart,  Tex.; 
Theodore  Jamison,  Pinebluffs,  Wyo.,  and 
O.  K.  Leonard,  Central,  N.  M. 


Theatre  Men  Fight 
State  Tax  Scheme 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Hall  Baetz,  Fox  In- 
termountain district  manager,  returned 
from  Helena,  Mont.,  where  he  assisted  in 
opposing  a bill  introduced  in  the  Montana 
legislature  to  impose  a heavy  tax  on  theatres. 

The  Montana  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  an 
organization  of  independents,  also  is  oppos- 
ing the  measure. 


PORTLAND 

]y[iss  Verne  Ross,  the  Toledo,  Ore.  exhibitor, 

A came  back  from  her  first  vacation  in 
years.  Seems  that  Verne  had  a very  nice 
time  in  southern  California  where  she  also 
visited  the  studios.  Miss  Ross’  neighboring 
exhibitor,  Mrs.  Lena  McKevitt,  Newport,  is 
in  Wisconsin  visiting  her  son  who  is  in  the 
service. 

Peter  Thorn,  former  RKO  booker,  has  re- 
placed Clarence  Bastian  as  salesman  for  that 
company  following  the  latter’s  recent  resig- 
nation . . . Cliff  Talbot,  one-time  house 
manager  for  Sterling  Theatres  in  Seattle,  is 
now  manager  of  Gamble’s  Vanport  Theatre 
. . . Les  Savage,  the  Columbia  booker,  is  ill 
. . . T.  V.  McCue,  auditor,  moved  into  the 
Universal  exchange  for  a general  audit. 

Kenny  Cockerline,  owner  of  the  local  More- 
land Theatre,  is  progressing  a little  more 
each  day  from  the  illness  he  contracted  sev- 
eral months  ago  . . . Roy  Carpenter,  the 
Springfield  showman,  is  raising  a mustache 
. . . George  Roy  was  planning  a fishing 
trip  which  may  have  been  delayed  by  the 
heavy  storms  which  played  havoc  with  the 
Oregon  coast  the  last  ten  days. 

Dick  Fisk,  who  operates  theatres  in  Ban- 
don,  Point  Orford  and  Gold  Beach,  is  in- 
terested in  his  croft  lily  bulbs  which  he  is 
growing  commercially  as  much  as  he  is  in 
the  theatre  business  . . . Earl  Baltazar  was 
in  from  Rainier  to  book  and  also  dispose 
of  a train  ticket  to  Los  Angeles  which  he 
was  unable  to  use  at  the  last  moment. 


Singer  Julie  London  to  Deal 

Singer  Julie  London  has  been  signed  to 
a term  deal  and  is  set  for  a role  in  Uni- 
versal’s “Night  in  Paradise.” 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


■Dow  Ramblings:  Several  downtown  theatres 
''  have  been  having  trouble  with  rough  and 
boistrous  male  patrons  who  invade  the  for- 
bidden precincts  of  rooms  marked  “Ladies” 

. . . A sign  posted  on  the  property  of  the 
Menlo-Mayfield  Amusement  Co.  near  the 
Martin  Plumbing  Co.  store  states  that  there 
will  be  a new  theatre  for  Menlo  Park  there 
after  the  war. 

B.  V.  Sturdivant,  FWC  division  manager; 
Charles  M.  Thall,  assistant  to  Sturdivant, 
and  Richard  Spier,  Oakland  district  mana- 
ger, returned  from  a four-day  convention  in 
Los  Angeles  of  the  National  Theatres  exec- 
utives . . . The  new  secretary  to  Hulda 
McGinn,  secretary  of  the  California  The- 
atres Ass’n,  is  Mary  Moorhead  from  Chi- 
cago. 

Roy  Cooper,  California  Theatres,  Inc.,  left 
on  a vacation  . . . Felix  Hoffman  has  been 
parading  around  the  Golden  Gate  Theatre- 
in  a cowboy  outfit  during  the  Gate’s  show- 
ing of  “Tall  in  the  Saddle.”  His  costumes 
are  so  unusual  that  he  should  straddle  a 
saddle  and  parade  up  and  down  the  street. 

Sam  Sobel  of  PRC  reports  his  car  was 
stolen  and  found  a few  days  later  . . . 
Armand  Cohn  also  of  PRC  was  host  to  Cliff 
Geisseman,  who  celebrated  an  anniversary 
. . . Gail  Lipman,  the  writer,  has  acquired 
the  title  of  aunt,  a daughter  Elena  having 
been  born  to  her  sister  . . . Lou  Williams 
resigned  his  post  at  the  Orpheum  here  with 
the  intention  to  move  to  Guatemala. 

Notes  from  Warners:  Happiness  to  Ann 
Stauffer  on  her  recent  marriage  to  Cliff 
House.  She  is  expecting  him  home  soon  from 
a naval  camp  at  Salt  Lake  City  on  leave 
. . . Jess  Wright  has  returned  to  Warners 
as  shipper  following  his  release  from  the 
army,  in  which  he  served  as  sergeant  for  a 
year  and  a half. 

Arthur  Johnson,  WB  field  supervisor,  left 
on  a swing  around  the  southern  territory 
. . . Betty  Green,  switchboard  operator,  ups 
and  quits  the  organization,  trys  out  a new 
job  for  one  day  and  then  returns  to  Warners. 
Just  couldn’t  stay  away  . . . Frank  Noege 
has  been  promoted  from  WB  shipper  to 
booker. 


Fullerton  Theatre  Is 
Sold  for  $200,000 

FULLERTON,  CALIF.  — The  Fullerton 
Building  Corp.,  has  purchased  the  Fullerton 
Theatre  building  for  $200,000  from  Redlands 
Security  Co.,  according  to  deeds  recorded 
December  14.  Fox  West  Coast,  lessees  of 
the  theatre,  will  retain  their  lease  it  was 
reported. 

Seville  Theatre  Is  Sold 
To  Sylvan  Victor 

INGLEWOOD,  CALIF.  — Sylvan  Victor, 
Long  Beach  theatre  operator,  has  purchased 
the  Seville  Theatre  here.  The  theatre  has 
been  completely  renovated  as  part  of  a gen- 
ral  improvement  program  which  will  include 
new  RCA-Victor  sound  equipment,  new  seats 
and  a new  screen. 

"Cry  Room"  With  View 
Of  Screen  Installed 

AUBURN,  WASH— A soundproof  “crying 
room”  with  double  panel  glass  front  and  a 
loud  speaker  which  enables  mothers  to  see 
and  hear  the  show  without  disturbing  the 
rest  of  the  audience  has  been  installed  in 
the  Auburn  Avenue  Theatre  here. 


AT  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  MEETING— West  coast  exhibitors  turned  out  in 
full  force  to  meet  Paramount  Pictures’  executives  who  are  making  a tour  of  the 
country.  A few  of  them  were  snapped  in  the  picture  above.  Left  to  right:  George 
A.  Smith,  western  division  manager,  and  Claude  Lee,  director  of  public  relations; 
Robert  McNeil,  McNeil-Naify  circuit;  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution;  Gene  Emmick,  McNeil-Naify  circuit;  Charles  Verne  Taylor,  McNeil- 
Naify  circuit;  Del  Goodman,  Pacific  coast  district  manager,  and  H.  Neal  East,  San 
Francisco  branch  manager. 
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MILWAUKEE’S  FAREWELL  TO  FRANK  MANTZKE— Branch  manager  of 
Universal  in  Milwaukee  for  seven  years,  Frank  Mantzke,  who  goes  to  the  west 
coast  as  district  manager  for  Monogram,  was  feted  by  a group  of  friends.  Left  to 
right:  Otto  Trampe,  business  agent,  projectionists’  union;  “Cap”  Thurwachter, 
theatre  operator,  Waukesha;  Milt  Ellis,  theatre  operator,  Beloit;  Mantzke;  Ben 
Marcus,  head  of  Marcus  circuit;  A1  Kvool,  head  of  WB  theatre  circuit;  Bill  Parker, 
new  branch  manager  of  Universal  in  Milwaukee;  Charles  Trampe,  branch  man- 
ager, Monogram;  Harry  Perlewitz,  Independent  Theatres;  Eddie  Vollendorf,  The- 
atre Service  Co.;  Jack  Frackman,  branch  manager  of  Republic. 


Chicago  Cross  Meet 
Set  for  February  23 

CHICAGO — All  exhibitors  within  a radius 
of  40  miles  will  be  urged  to  attend  the  kick- 
off luncheon  and  meeting  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel  Friday,  February  23,  for  the  launching 
of  the  1945  Red  Cross  drive,  it  was  decided 
at  a preliminary  meeting  of  leaders  at  the 
Variety  Club. 

John  Balaban  and  Jack  Kirsch,  Chicago 
area  co-chairmen,  presided  at  the  advance 
conference,  attended  by  William  J.  Hollan- 
der who  will  again  serve  as  the  drive’s  pub- 
licity director;  James  Coston,  Chicago  zone 
manager  for  Warner  Theatres;  Alan  Usher 
and  J.  H.  Stevens,  district  and  branch  man- 
agers, respectively,  for  Paramount,  and  Henry 
Stickelmeier,  Publix  Great  States  executive. 

N.  Peter  Rathvon,  Red  Cross  week  na- 
tional chairman  of  the  WAC,  and  Arthur 
L.  Mayer,  deputy  commissioner  of  the  Red 
Cross  in  the  Pacific  area,  are  expected  to 
be  principal  speakers  at  the  luncheon. 

Raw  Film  Shortage  Ends 
Long  Standing  Feud 

CHICAGO — Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois  and 
Universal  have  gotten  together  after  a year’s 
deadlock.  The  reunion  came  about  because 
of  announcements  that  raw  stock  is  being 
further  curtailed  with  the  result  there  will 
be  fewer  prints  released  by  all  studios  and, 
consequently,  fewer  prints  available  for  dis- 
tribution. The  long-time  tilt  between  Jack 
Kirsch’s  group  and  Universal  was  over  the 
latter’s  demand  for  percentage  deals. 

Pair  Win  Large  Awards 
For  Radio  Theatre  Plan 

CHICAGO — Arthur  F.  Adams,  designer  of 
the  Oriental  and  Southtown  theatres  here 
and  of  the  Paramount  in  New  York,  and 
William  F.  Clark,  another  theatre  architect, 
won  the  $5,000  first  prize  posted  by  the 
Chicago  Tribune  and  Station  WGN  for  “the 
finest  design  for  a studio  theatre  in  the 
world”  which  will  be  erected  in  Tribune 
Square  after  the  war. 


Film  Laboratory  Men 
Form  IATSE  Local 

CHICAGO  — Eighty  laboratory  technicians 
here  have  formed  Laboratory  Technicians, 
Local  780,  and  received  an  IATSE  charter. 
The  local  will  have  jurisdiction  over  all  per- 
son engaged  in  the  development,  printing, 
cutting,  storing,  shipping  and  care  of  films 
used  where  motion  pictures  are  made.  Offi- 
cers will  be  elected  in  March. 


Kids  Enjoy  Free  Films 

CHICAGO — Free  films  for  the  children  on 
Saturday  at  the  Chicago  public  library  were 
“Robinson  Crusoe”  and  “Alice  in  Wonder- 
land.” On  Friday  night  “Birds  of  Wisconsin,” 
in  color  films,  were  shown  by  the  Illinois 
Audubon  Society  in  the  Chicago  Academy 
of  Sciences  in  Lincoln  Park,  and  on  Sun- 
day, at  the  same  place,  “Journey  Across 
Mexico”  was  the  picture. 


Admitted  Free  at  Star,  Too 

VANDALIA,  MO.— S.  Bank  of  St.  Louis, 
who  owns  the  Star  Theatre  here,  recently 
noticed  an  item  in  BOXOFFICE  from  Potosi, 
Mo.,  that  the  theatre  there  laid  claim  to  be- 
ing the  only  one  in  Missouri  admitting  serv- 
ice personnel  in  uniform  free.  Bank  reports 
his  Star  also  admits  men  in  uniform  free 
at  all  times. 


St.  Louis  Bond  Sales  Total 
Now  Over  $5,000,000 

ST.  LOUIS— Fred  Wehrenberg,  president, 
MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  E.  Mo.  and  So.  111.,  and 
co-national  exhibitor  chairman  for  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  drive,  has  revealed  that  the  total 
amount  of  bonds  sold  during  the  drive  by 
the  motion  picture  theatres  of  St.  Louis  and 
elsewhere  in  eastern  Missouri  was  $5,300,452. 

The  total  amount  of  bonds  sold  by  the 
Fred  Wehrenberg  circuit  was  $2,147,225,  one 
of  the  largest  amounts  for  independently 
owned  theatres  in  the  U.S. 

Six-Day  Week  for  Actors 
Opens  February  19 

CHICAGO — The  American  Guild  of  Va- 
riety Artists  notified  its  Chicago  members 
that  the  six-day  week  for  entertainers  will 
begin  February  19  thus  allowing  more  time 
for  the  local  to  inform  its  members.  The 
plan  has  been  instituted  to  permit  perform- 
ers to  do  war  work  on  their  day  off. 


Quincy  Theatre  Project 

QUINCY,  ILL. — L.  Moncton  contemplates 
the  erection  of  a new  theatre  building  at  18th 
and  Broadway  to  cost  upward  of  $150,000  in 
the  postwar  period. 


MILWAUKEE  — Harry  Shumow,  M-G-M 
manager  here,  was  reminiscing  the  other  day 
of  his  early  days  in  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness when  he  was  helping  escort  Leo  the 
Lion,  a real,  live  one,  on  a lengthy  tour. 

“Well,  it  was  like  this,”  he  recounted.  “Mor- 
ris Abrams  was  the  advance  man.  The  live 
lion  Leo  was  under  the  steady  hand  of  Cap- 
tain Pfeiffer.  We  would  drive  into  a small 
town,  put  Leo  through  a few  paces  in  front 
of  the  local  theatre  and  then  lock  Leo  up  in 
the  specially  constructed  cage  built  on  a 
truck  by  means  of  which  he  was  transported 
from  town  to  town. 

“So  up  around  Crystal  Falls  we  again 
showed  the  wares  of  Leo  . . . Captain  Pfeiffer 
returned  Leo  to  his  cage,  and  since  there  was 
no  garage  large  enough  to  handle  the  truck, 
we  drove  the  truck  with  Leo  aboard  into  the 
lumber  yard.  I went  to  my  hotel  room  ready 
for  some  rest.  It  was  pretty  late. 

“About  10:00  p.  m.  the  phone  rang  and 
the  room  clerk  yelled:  ‘That  Leo  the  Lion  of 
yours  is  on  the  loose.  People  keep  calling  and 


Raw  Stock  Drop  Hits 
Monogram  Schedules 

CHICAGO — Curtailment  of  raw  stock  oc- 
cupied Monogram  executives  who  held  a mid- 
west meeting  in  the  Blackstone  Hotel  last 
week.  Steve  Broidy,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager,  presided  and  told  of  findings 
at  the  WPB  industry  meeting  in  Washington. 
He  added  that  Monogram’s  raw  stock  al- 
lotment has  been  cut  nearly  a half  million 
feet  which  will  result  in  delays  in  national 
release  dates.  Harry  Thomas,  eastern  sales 
manager,  discussed  the  Monogram  backlog 
of  13  films  with  Irving  Mandel,  local  Mono- 
gram head,  and  Ben  Eisertberg,  sales  mana- 
ger here. 

Others  who  attended  the  meeting  were  Sol 
Francis,  Omaha  district  manager;  Ed  Spier, 
Des  Moines;  Mike  Comer,  Omaha;  Grover 
McDonald,  Oklahoma  City;  Carl  Harthill,  In- 
dianapolis, and  Barney  Rosenthal,  St.  Louis. 


Lovington  Grand  Sold 

LOVINGTON,  ILL.— Lee  Norton  of  Sulli- 
van has  purchased  the  Grand  Theatre  here 
from  E.  H.  Hays. 


Charles  Ruggles  Gets  “Life"  Part 

Charles  Ruggles  has  been  cast  for  an  im- 
portant part  in  Warners’  “Stolen  Life.” 


telling  me  he’s  running  loose  all  around 
town.’ 

“What  am  I supposed  to  do?”  I asked. 
“ ‘Catch  him,’  the  room  clerk  came  back. 
‘These  people  are  driving  me  nuts.’  ” 

Shumow  phoned  Pfeiffer.  He  was  not  in 
his  room.  Shumow  called  Abrams.  He  was 
not  in  his  room.  Shumow  then  dressed,  left 
the  hotel  and  started  out  in  hunt  for  Pfeiffer. 
Soon  he  met  Pfeiffer  and  Abrams  puffing  as 
they  climbed  the  hill  to  the  hotel. 

“Where’s  Leo?”  I asked.  “ ‘Listen,  Shumow, 
that’s  what  we’d  like  to  know.  But,  I’ll  tell 
you  one  thing,’  Captain  Pfeiffer  said,  ‘It’s 
going  to  rain.  Every  time  Leo  gets  noisy  and 
roars  the  way  he’s  been  doing  it  rains  . . . 
Leo  is  not  loose  and  roaming  around  town. 
I’ll  bet  he’s  in  his  cage.’  ” 

Shumow  said  they  checked  and  sure  enough 
Leo  was  in  his  cage.  His  roars  were  so  loud 
the  people  thought  he  was  loose.  But  the 
phone  rang  all  night.  At  5 a.  m.  the  next 
day  it  started  to  rain  and  kept  Shumow  in 
his  room  for  three  days. 


Leo  Keeps  Town  Up  Forecasting  Rain! 
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'Tom  Gilliam,  20th-Fox  branch  manager,  has 
A been  notified  that  his  son,  Capt.  Tom 
Gilliam  jr.  has  received  the  Silver  Star  in 
addition  to  the  Bronze  Star  and  the  Purple 
Heart.  The  boy  is  still  hospitalized  in  Eng- 
land. 

Frieda  Rubin  of  Michigan  City  Theatres 
circuit  has  joined  the  WAVES  as  yeoman  2/c 
and  is  stationed  at  Arlington,  Va. 

Bob  Hope  was  in  town  last  week  with  his 
wife  and  daughter,  Linda.  They  visited  the 
Cradle,  where  the  Hopes  adopted  their  babies. 
Bob  went  to  Gardiner  General  Hospital  with 
Jerry  Colonna,  Phil  Regan  and  Gloria  Fos- 
ter to  entertain  the  wounded  vets. 

Lieut.  Jack  Kertz,  formerly  of  the  B&K 
booking  department,  in  from  Great  Falls, 
Mont.,  for  a visit  and  some  picture  taking 
for  the  Balabanner.  He’s  there  with  the 
AAC  at  the  air  transportation  base. 

Frances  Dee,  starlet,  was  a stopover  going 
east.  She’s  Joel  McCrea’s  wife  and  went  to 
the  screen  via  the  Tribune  classified  depart- 
ment, where  she  was  a clerk. 

Lew  Fonseca,  director  of  promotion  for  the 
American  Baseball  League,  won’t  have  to 
worry  if  the  WMC  or  any  other  group  puts 
the  quietus  on  baseball  for  he  has  just  re- 
leased his  second  film  since  the  end  of  the 
’44  baseball  season.  This  one  is  “Inside  Base- 
ball” and  covers  the  fine  points  of  the  na- 
tional sport  in  slow  motion. 

Jack  Benny  and  his  wife,  Mary  Livingston, 
in  town,  the  former  with  a bad  cold  as  usual 
when  he  hits  Chi.  He  did  his  show  Sunday 
night  from  Glenview  naval  base,  along  with 
the  Fitch  Band  Wagon  show,  which  also  fea- 
tured Dick  Powell. 

David  Kind,  attendant  at  the  Harris  The- 
atre, looked  into  the  muzzle  of  a gun  the 
other  night  when  a bandit  took  the  boxoffice 
for  $200.  The  holdup  man’s  identity  adds  an- 
other mystery  to  “The  Ten  Little  Indians,” 
the  whodunit  now  at  the  theatre. 

Phil  Spitalny  and  his  All  Girl  Orchestra 
entertained  at  Service  Men  Center  No.  2 
last  week  and  in  the  audience  were  3,000 
wounded  veterans  from  Gardiner  General  and 
Great  Lakes  Naval  hospitals. 

Father  E.  J.  Flanagan,  founder  of  Boys 
Town,  was  in  town  and  said  that  another 
Boys  Town  film  is  under  consideration,  but 
that  many  problems  have  to  be  ironed  out 
before  production  is  undertaken. 

Tommy  Thompson,  20th-Fox  exploiteer, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  St.  Louis  terri- 
tory; Jay  Frank  returns  to  the  local  office 
from  the  Kansas  City  territory. 
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Henri  Elman  says  the  Hedy  Lamar  opus, 
“Ecstasy,”  has  played  some  200  weeks  in  the 
Chicago  area.  It  opened  up  ten  years  ago 
at  the  old  Orpheum  when  Warners  oper- 
ated the  house  remaining  ten  weeks.  It’s 
now  at  the  Studio,  in  its  seventh  week — and 
this  is  the  third  time  the  Studio  has  had  it. 

George  West,  filmogul  from  the  coast,  is 
visiting  on  the  Row  and  will  go  to  St.  Louis 
before  he  goes  thome  . . . Ollie  Brooks,  the 
Butterfield  circuit  booker,  stopped  over,  vis- 
ited the  Variety  Club  and  then  went  on  to  the 
coast  with  his  wife  for  a vacation. 

Bob  Hope  brought  a lot  of  overseas  smokes 
to  veterans  at  the  Gardiner  General  Hos- 
pital when  he  appeared  there. 

Telenews  Theatre  is  showing  the  Yank 
drive  on  Manila  and  is  enjoying  holdouts. 
The  people  are  that  interested. 

Freddie  Mindlin,  former  Chicagoan  now 
with  National  Screen  Service  in  Detroit,  on 
the  Row  for  a brief  visit  to  display  his  GI 
haircut  . . . The  Esquire  Theatre  is  keep- 
ing the  home  fires  burning  with  candles  in 
the  boxoffice,  and  appropriately,  the  attrac- 
tion is  “Woman  in  the  Window.”  Other 
houses  are  using  old-time  kerosene  lamps 
in  the  cashier’s  cages. 

Hank  Porter  slipped  on  the  ice  and  has 
a cast  on  his  leg  to  prove  it — but  it  doesn’t 
keep  him  home.  He’s  on  the  job  at  NSS 
every  day. 

Helen  Brookes  of  the  Filmack  office  staff 
has  joined  the  battle,  for  she  married  Yeo- 
man 3/c  Herman  Battles,  stationed  at  Great 
Lakes  Naval  Station  . . . News  from  over- 
seas says  that  Pfc.  Donald  Shields,  formerly 
of  the  Dezel  offices,  was  wounded  in  combat 
duty  in  New  Guinea  and  is  hospitalized 
with  leg  injuries. 

Lieut.  Wayne  Morris  is  among  the  film- 
notables  who  were  here  last  weekend,  visit- 
ing hospitals  and  so  on. 

Shirley  Busch,  daughter  of  Herman  Busch, 
who  handles  screenings  at  Paramount  ex- 
change, has  been  promoted  to  junior  lieu- 
tenancy in  the  WAVES. 

Lieut.  Jack  Gould,  son  of  Lou  Goldberg  of 
the  Paramount  sales  department,  has  re- 
ceived a citation  following  his  17th  bomb- 
ing raid  over  Germany. 

James  Winchester  Wassell  is  at  Great 
Lakes.  He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Wassell,  whose 
heroism  was  praised  by  the  President  and 
about  whose  exploits  the  picture,  “Dr.  Was- 
sell,” was  produced. 

E.  B.  DeVry,  president  of  the  DeVry  Corp., 
has  gone  on  a tour  of  army  camps  in  the 
west  and  southwest,  to  get  first  hand  in- 
formation on  the  requirements  and  uses  of 
films  in  visual  education.  His  firm  makes 
film  equipment  for  the  armed  forces.  The 
DeVry  Corp.  won  the  Army-Navy  E four 
times  and  just  got  a new  military  contract 
to  build  cinema  equipment. 

Irving  Mack  is  just  back  from  a business 
trip  through  Michigan,  and  paused  to  attend 
the  installation  of  officers  at  Variety  Club’s 
Detroit  tent. 

Joseph  P.  Kramer,  veteran  projectionist  at 
various  B&K  theatres,  who  died  recently,  was 
a charter  member  of  Local  110,  IATSE  . . . 
Lieut.  Robert  Taylor  and  his  wife,  Barbara 
Stanwyck,  are  back  in  town  again. 

“Belle  of  Yukon,”  the  Gypsy  Rose  Lee 
opus,  follows  “Princess  and  the  Pirate”  into 


the  Woods,  if  the  latter  ever  stops  making 
big  grosses. 

Last  Tuesday  all  B&K  houses  showed 
newsreels  of  the  Yank  landing  at  Lingayen 
and  the  Manila  welcome  for  MacArthur. 

Saul  Goldman  of  Variety  Pictures  is  now 
handling  Ben  Judel’s  “Hitler,  Dead  or  Alive” 
in  this  area. 

Talk  of  local  journalists  forming  a Press 
Club.  There  used  to  be  one  long  ago. 

“Winged  Victory”  follows  “Objective,  Bur- 
ma!” into  the  Roosevelt  February  26  . . . 
Claire  Trevor  in  town  to  stir  interest  in 
“Murder,  My  Sweet”  which  opens  at  the 
RKO  Palace  February  22.  Dick  Powell,  male 
star  of  the  opus,  will  be  here  for  the  pre- 
miere. 

Jack  Belasco  at  the  Woods  is  wearing  a 
luminous  tie  so  his  staff  can  find  him  in 
the  dark.  Garlic  would  serve  the  same  pur- 
pose and  is  cheaper. 

J.  E.  Flynn,  M-G-M  western  sales  mana- 
ger, planed  to  New  York  for  a business  con- 
ference . . . When  Monty  Woolley  arrived 
here  last  weekend  he  was  met  at  the  train 
by  A1  Winston,  the  20th-Fox  local  p.a.  and 
Jack  Ryan  of  NBC,  both  wearing  crepe 
beards  and  the  gag  made  all  the  dailies  and 
got  lots  of  laughs. 

Benny  Fields,  Chicago’s  Minstrel  Man, 
wowed  them  when  he  opened  at  the  Rio 
Cabana  last  Friday  night.  He  and  his  wife, 
Blossom  Seeley,  are  celebrating  their  24th 
wedding  anniversary. 

Bill  Bishop,  M-G-M  exploitation  chief 
here,  is  in  New  York  for  a conference  with 
Bill  Ferguson. 

Betty  Jane  Kalasardo  has  been  made  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Forest,  Forest  Park, 
111. 

Bob  Milford,  who  recently  resigned  as  Billy 
Rose’s  producer,  was  a stopover  on  his  way 
to  Hollywood  where  he  will  join  George 
Jessel  of  20th-Fox. 

Ralph  Riskin  of  Price  Premiums  in  the 
Michigan  area,  on  the  Row  confabing  with 
Lou  Price,  head  of  the  company. 

Sam  Horowitz,  Vanguard  Midwest  sales 
manager,  is  in  New  York  for  a confab  with 
Neil  Agnew.  Ed  Austerdley  has  leased  the 
Lindy  Theatre  at  3437  Ogden  Ave.  from 
Schaefer  & Siegal  and  will  operate  it  him- 
self. 


FPC  Lite  Pass  Presented 
Victoria  Cross  Winner 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

Toronto — President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  has  pre- 
sented a silver  engraved  life  pass  good  at 
all  FPC  theatres  to  Pvt.  Ernest  “Smokey” 
Smith  of  New  Westminster,  B.  C.,  latest 
Canadian  winner  of  the  Victoria  Cross. 
The  ceremony  took  place  at  Vancouver, 
where  President  Fitzgibbons  was  lead- 
ing the  25th  anniversary  celebration 
of  the  chain.  The  pass  will  recognize 
Smith,  his  relatives  and  friends. 

It  was  announced  at  the  FPC  head  of- 
fice here  similar  passes  will  be  presented 
to  other  Canadian  Victoria  Cross  winners 
in  the  present  war.  Smith  is  the  only  en- 
listed man  of  the  Canadian  forces  to  win 
the  Empire  decoration. 

The  huge  birthday  cake  which  featured 
the  FPC  anniversary  dinner  here  was  sent 
to  the  convalescent  soldiers  in  Christie 
Military  Hospital. 
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"Boys"  Appreciate  FW  Service 


MILWAUKEE  — Under  the  leadership  of 
Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  president,  the  Fox  Wis- 
consin Corp.,  major  Wisconsin  circuit,  keeps 
in  touch  with  former  employes  who  have  en- 
tered the  armed  services  and  been  scattered 
all  over  the  world.  The  SRO  is  dispatched 
regularly  to  the  men  at  farflung  battlefronts 
and  bases  with  its  news  of  Fox  Wisconsin 
happenings,  pinup  photos,  etc.  In  addition 
Fitzgerald  and  his  aides  keep  a steady  stream 
of  letters  going  out.  In  answer  Fitzgerald 
receives  numerous  letters  from  “the  boys,” 
which  give  a sketchy  picture  of  the  vast  ex- 
tent of  this  military  venture. 

Following  are  a number  of  letters  received 
recently  and  printed  in  part: 

Pvt.  Harry  Rehbach  writes:  “I’m  still  do- 
ing duty  in  Italy,  working  every  day,  and  do- 
ing my  best,  hoping  that  the  near  future  will 
see  the  end  of  this  crazy  war.  After  spend- 
ing 14  months  in  Africa,  rather  quietly,  it 
was  quite  a change  when  we  landed  in  Italy. 
I have  seen  Mt.  Vesuvius,  the  Isle  of  Capri 
and  Rome  but  I would  trade  it  all  for  just  a 
block  of  old  Milwaukee. 

“I’m  receiving  the  SRO  magazine  regularly, 
and  I want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
you  for  the  Christmas  check.  I’ve  been  over- 
seas a long  time  and  I’ve  seen  a lot  of  movies. 
It  will  interest  you  to  know  that  I don’t  re- 
member a single  night  when  every  seat  wasn’t 
filled  . . . This  month  we’re  going  to  get  a 
special  treat.  We’re  going  to  see  ‘Rhapsody 
in  Blue’  in  a special  overseas  preview  before 
anyone  in  the  States  sees  it.” 

HA  1/c  Aldo  J.  Visintin,  Tinian  Island:  “I 
left  the  States  in  February  with  a naval 
amphibious  unit. 

“This  island  is  fairly  large,  and  at  one  time 
was  very  beautiful.  The  natives  of  the  island 
are  Korean  and  Japanese.  The  living  condi- 
tions of  these  people  are  very  poor  . . . We 
have  a baseball  team,  volley  ball  equipment 
and  at  night  we  go  to  the  show  at  an  army 
camp  near  here.  The  pictures  shown  are  al- 
most all  new  productions.  Not  so  long  ago 
Betty  Hutton  and  troupe  put  on  a show  out 
here  on  Tinian.  The  show  was  wonderful.” 

Pvt.  Lloyd  Bisner,  Belgium : “I  received  your 
Christmas  check  and  thank  you  very  much. 


We  don’t  have  too  much  of  an  opportunity 
to  spend  money  over  here,  and  I have  sent 
the  money  home.  I get  a great  kick  out  of 
SRO  as  do  the  rest  of  the  fellows.  We  have 
been  having  movies  once  a week,  and  they 
are  pretty  good  shows  ...  I hope  next  Christ- 
mas we  will  be  able  to  say  Merry  Christmas 
in  person.” 

TM  2/c  Robert  A.  Hynes,  somewhere  on  a 
sub:  “I  received  your  November  letter  and 
enjoyed  it  very  much.  In  fact,  I don’t  know 
whether  I have  ever  told  you  or  not  but  prac- 
tically the  entire  crew  get  a kick  out  of  the 
generalities  in  it.  On  a sub,  the  crew  and  of- 
ficers are  closer,  much  closer  than  on  most 
surface  ships. 

“We  were  in  a port  not  so  long  ago,  and 
from  one  of  your  letters  I surmised  that 
Glenn  Van  Scyoc  was  stationed  there.  I went 
looking  for  him,  but  was  informed  that  he 
was  sent  back  to  the  States.” 

RM  3/c  Walter  Luebke:  “I  wanted  to  send 
you  a short  note  before  I shipped  out  to  the 
war.  I received  an  advancement  in  rate  to 
radioman  third  class.  ” 

Pvt.  Joseph  Haney,  England:  “I  miss  the 
trade  magazines  a good  deal.  We  had  a bit 
of  fun  with  the  photo  of  Ishkabibble  that 
was  in  your  letter.  It  was  a very  good  like- 
ness of  ‘Hurtin’  Hill,  a boy  in  the  outfit  de- 
serving of  the  nickname  when  he  starts  to 
hurt." 

Ensign  Richard  Zuba,  Pacific  area:  “Up  to 
a few  months  ago  I was  receiving  your  an- 
nual letter  to  all  service  men,  but  then  this 
present  voyage  commenced  and  I lost  all  con- 
tact with  you.  About  a week  ago,  I received 
four  letters  from  you — and  believe  me,  they 
were  most  welcome  . . . Many  of  the  officers 
aboard  the  ship  who  have  had  a chance  to 
look  over  these  letters  remark  at  the  wonder- 
ful spirit  behind  it.  All  wish  that  their  for- 
mer employer  would  do  the  same. 

“We  have  made  a few  trips  to  islands  in 
the  South  Pacific.  Boy,  what  a difference 
from  what  I was  taught  in  a geography  book 
at  school.  In  most  of  the  ports  we  couldn’t 
get  ashore.  The  States  sure  will  look  good 
after  this  voyage.  That  news  you  keep  send- 


ing us  is  really  tops.  Keep  it  up.  Naturally 
those  snapshots  of  Wisconsin  girls  are  all 
right  too.” 

Pvt.  Louis  Pastori,  Harlingen,  Tex.:  “Just 
a few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I received 
your  most  appreciated  Christmas  gift.  Ten 
dollars  to  us  GIs  is  a gold  mine.  I just  left 
Scott  Field  ...  As  far  as  Texas  is  concerned 
they  can  have  all  the  warm  weather,  cactus 
plants  and  palm  trees;  I’ll  take  good  old  Iron 
Mountain,  Michigan,  any  day.” 

G.  F.  Reichert,  New  Guinea:  “I  just  re- 
ceived and  enjoyed  a copy  of  SRO.  The 
service  men’s  directory  service  is  a fine  idea. 
It  enabled  me  to  obtain  addresses  of  some  of 
the  lads  I knew  way  back  when. 

“I  have  been  in  New  Guinea  six  months 
. . . The  wild  boars  play  hide  and  seek  around 
my  tent  at  night  . . . We  play  quite  a bit  of 
poker  and  see  a few  movies  ...  I just  spent  a 
month  down  on  the  Australian  mainland,  two 
weeks  of  which  were  enjoyed  in  Sydney.  It 
is  a great  town  . . . They  can  give  New  Guinea 
back  to  the  natives  as  far  as  I am  concerned.” 

Pvt.  Robert  J.  Natsche:  Netherlands  East 
Indies:  “Our  amphib  Roxy  Theatre  is  the 
only  place  I can  enjoy  myself.  It  would  be 
funny  to  see  some  of  the  fellows  going  to  a 
movie  back  home  if  they  kept  up  the  habits 
they  have  here.  At  the  end  of  each  reel, 
they  all  stand  up  to  rest.  That  happens  every 
20  minutes.  They  also  carry  their  own  seats. 
And  when  a girl  appears  on  the  screen — 
well,  you  know  how  guys  feel  after  not  seeing 
a girl  for  a year.  You  can  tell  the  girls  to 
watch  out  for  the  amphibians,  like  me.  We 
stop  at  nothing.” 

Sgt.  Robert  G.  Fanning,  France:  “The  latest 
issue  (SRO)  is  one  of  the  finest  copies  that 
has  come  out  of  the  home  office  . . . Always 
of  interest  to  the  fellows  are  the  previews 
and  synopsis  of  new  films.  Incidentally,  we 
have  in  our  battalion  a ‘bug’  on  who’s  who 
in  films.  As  a matter  of  fact,  I have  never 
been  able  to  stick  him  on  the  actors  or  ac- 
tresses who  had  leads  in  any  picture  since 
talkies  made  their  welcome  debut.  In  some 
instances,  even  players  who  played  minor  roles 
can  be  remembered  by  him.” 

Capt.  Joe  Baisch,  Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  wrote: 
“Everything  at  home  looks  wonderful!  . . . 
Have  just  returned  from  North  Africa,  the 
Middle  East,  Corsica,  France  and  Italy.” 

Pvt.  Jack  Mahoney,  who  gave  his  address 
Tokyo:  “It  seems  several  of  the  boys  were 
having  some  trouble  with  a Wac  on  sentry 
duty.  They  were  trying  to  break  her  of  a 
very  bad  habit;  that  when  somebody  ap- 
proaches she  is  to  say,  ‘Halt,  who  goes  there?’ 
not  ‘Stop,  or  I’ll  scream.’  ” 

How  Will  Television  Pay 
For  Itself,  $64  Question 

CHICAGO — Television’s  major  problem  is 
its  economic  aspect,  according  to  J.  J.  Nance, 
vice-president  of  the  Zenith  Radio  Corp.  It  is 
the  economic  riddle  that  has  held  back  the 
expansion  of  television  in  the  past  and  the 
problem  must  be  solved  to  assure  its  future 
growth,  Nance  stated  in  an  address,  “Tele- 
vision, the  Sixty-four  Billion  Dollar  Ques- 
tion,” before  the  Investment  Analysts  Club 
of  Chicago.  He  said:  “I  have  found  very  lit- 
tle; in  fact,  practically  no,  discussion  of  the 
economic  aspects  of  television.  What  little 
comment  has  been  publicly  made  on  the  sub- 
ject has  been  inclined  to  cut  it  adrift  to  shift 
for  itself.  Most  commentators  dismiss  the 
problem  of  how  television  is  to  pay  for  itself 
with  a shrug  of  the  shoulder. 

The  Crescent  at  Shawano 
Averages  Near  $1  a Seat 

SHAWANO,  WIS.  — The  Crescent  Theatre 
here,  which  seats  472,  reports  collections  of 
$461.56  in  the  March  of  Dimes  drive,  or  an 
average  of  nearly  $1  a seat.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Nagle 
is  owner  and  manager. 


FOX  WISCONSIN  MANAGERS  MEET  — William  V.  Geehan,  assistant  to 
H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  head  of  Fox  Wisconsin  Amusement  Corp.,  presided  at  a regional 
meeting  of  managers  of  the  company  held  in  Hotel  Retlaw,  Fond  du  Lac.  He  in- 
troduced two  men  new  to  FWAC,  W.  C.  Ricord  jr.,  in  charge  of  theatre  opera- 
tions, and  Gordon  Hewitt,  film  buying  and  booking  executive. 

In  the  photo,  1.  r.,  clockwise:  J.  Hopper,  Retlaw  Theatre,  Fond  du  Lac; 
Myron  Neuman,  Fox,  Stevens  Point;  Miss  Clara  Ellis,  Lyric,  Stevens  Point; 
Albert  Frank,  Fond  du  Lac  Theatre,  Fond  du  Lac;  Miss  O.  Brignone,  Fox,  Fond 
du  Lac;  Miss  Bernice  Mathwick,  Midway,  Wausau;  Larry  Beltz,  Grand,  Wausau; 
Clifford  Lorbeck,  Jeffris,  Janesville;  Miss  D.  Simon,  district  secretary;  Mrs. 
Hazel  Hutchinson,  Uptown,  Racine;  Paul  Zimmerman,  statistician;  Ranee  Mason, 
upper  Michigan  district  manager;  Geehan;  William  C.  Koster,  Wisconsin  state 
district  manager;  Ricord;  Hewitt;  F.  Peterson,  district  booker;  Charles  Secord, 
Orpheum,  Kenosha;  Louis  Lamm,  Odeon,  Beaver  Dam;  Paul  Bennett,  Valley, 
Menasha;  A.  Kropp,  Grand,  Port  Washington;  Ted  Kraft,  Oshkosh,  Oshkosh. 
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"St.  Louis"  Grosses  Top 
In  Milwaukee  Date 

MILWAUKEE— “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
coupled  with  “Main  Street  After  Dark” 
pulled  them  in  at  the  boxoffice,  and  hit 
about  135  at  the  Wisconsin  Theatre.  “To- 
night  and  Every  Night”  and  “I  Love  a 
Mystery”  at  the  Palace  reached  110.  As  far 
as  other  houses  drew,  the  brownout  has  not 
cut  business  to  any  marked  extent.  Most 
maintained  average  business. 

(Average  is  100) 


Alhambra — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ); 

Hi  Beautiful  (Univ)  100 

Palace — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col); 

I Love  a Mystery  (Col) 110 

Riverside — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

2nd  wk.;  Jimmy  Lunceford  <&  Ork 100 

Stiand — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M); 

Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 105 

Warner — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO); 

Destiny  (Univ)  110 

Wisconsin — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M) 135 


“Keys"  Among  the  Standouts 
At  Chicago;  All  Shows  Good 

CHICAGO — John  Public,  his  wife  and  kids 
are  finding  the  theatres  despite  the  brownout. 
Business  was  rather  hefty  everywhere.  Stand- 
outs were  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  at  the 
State-Lake;  the  twosome  at  the  Palace,  “Bow- 
ery to  Broadway”  and  “Girl  Rush,”  and  the 
holdover  Chicago  bill,  “Hearts  Were  Young 
and  Gay,”  plus  Carmen  Cavallero  and  his 
band  on  the  stage.  The  Oriental  had  fine 
business,  too,  with  Spike  Jones  and  his  City 
Slickers  as  the  stage  attraction,  plus  “She’s 
a Sweetheart.”  The  Garrick’s  new  “Some- 
thing for  the  Boys”  got  off  to  a grand  start 
and  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  was  still 
boxoffice  in  a big  way  at  the  Woods. 


Apollo — Together  Again  (Col),  3rd  wk 115 

Chicago — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 
(Para),  plus  Carmen  Cavallero  and  band  on 

stage,  2nd  wk ., 130 

Downtown — Climax  (Univ),  plus  Fletcher  Hen- 
derson and  orchestra  on  stage 110 

Garrick — Something  Jor  the  Boys  (20th-Fox) 115 

Grand — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO);  Falcon  in 

Hollywood  (RKO),  3rd  loop  wk..... 100 

Oriental — She's  a Sweetheart  (Col),  plus  Spike 

Jones  and  City  Slickers  on  stage 125 

Palace — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ);  Girl  Hush 

(RKO)  115 

Roosevelt — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 110 

State-Lake — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 125 

Studio — Ecstasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC), 

5th  wk 110 

United  Artists — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M),  7th  wk 100 

Woods — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

12th  wk 115 

World  Playhouse — The  Great  Mr.  Handel  (Teitel), 

7th  wk 100 


Book  Costly  Shows  Despite 
Lack  of  Conventions 

CHICAGO — Lack  of  conventions  is  being 
felt  in  theatres  and  other  amusement  spots. 
While  business  is  good  it  is  not  overwhelm- 
ing by  any  means.  Balaban  & Katz  an- 
nounced, however,  that  there  would  be  no 
curtailment  in  Chicago  theatre  entertain- 
ment expenditures.  Shows  costing  $8,000  to 
$12,000  a week  still  are  being  set  up  for 
Chicago  and  will  continue  to  be  scheduled 
for  the  summer  months. 

Chicago  Utilities  Experts 
See  Big  Brownout  Loss 

CHICAGO — The  Einsteins  of  the  Common- 
wealth Edison  Co.  have  figures  out  that  the 
loss  annually  from  the  brownout  will  be 
$3,800,000  but  that  the  move  will  save  130,000 
tons  of  coal  in  the  Chicago  area  alone.  Mean- 
while, cafe  men  and  theatre  biggies  are 
puzzling  over  ways  and  means  to  hang  out 
their  signs  so  they  can  be  read,  but  still 
not  burn  electricity. 


CENTRAL  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


E.  E.  Alger’s  first  day 
in  the  entertainment 
field  was  Apr.  13,  1908. 
In  36  years  he  has 
come  into  possession 
of  ten  theatres — all  lo- 
cated in  Illinois.  The 
largest  of  the  Alger 
theatres  are  the  Hub, 
Rochelle,  111.,  and  the 
Valley,  Spanish  Valley, 
111.,  both  1,000-seaters. 
Active  in  civic  affairs, 
he  was  the  president 
of  the  La  Salle  Chamber  of  Commerce  dur- 
ing 1938-39,  is  a member  of  the  Manufactur- 
ers Club  and  the  La  Salle-Peru  Elks  Club,  and 
president  of  the  Illinois  Independent  Thea- 
tre Owners  Corp.  His  hobbies  are  fishing 
and  cooking. 

Russell  M.  Lamb  was 

born  in  the  tray  of  a 
theatrical  trunk  while 
his  parents  were  tour- 
ing the  country  in  their 
legitimate  show.  Later 
his  dad  built  the  Palm 
Theatre,  Rockford,  111., 
where  Russell  was  in- 
troduced to  the  film 
business  in  1913.  He 
now  runs  the  Lamb, 

Mount  Morris,  111.,  and 
the  Oregonin,  Oregon, 

111.  At  42,  he  is  the  oldest  member  in  service 
on  the  Oregon  City  Council,  yet  the  youngest 
in  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Oregon 
school  board,  a 32nd  degree  Mason  and  has 
two  sons  in  the  armed  forces.  He  recently 
adopted  a daughter. 

In  1923,  while  still  a 
student,  William  T. 
Zimmerman  started  as 
an  exhibitor,  thus  sup- 
porting  himself 
through  college,  with 
teaching  as  his  ulti- 
mate goal.  To  promote 
a new  theatre,  he  In- 
duced 25  business  men 
to  go  security  on  a 
note.  When  he  was 
graduated  in  1928,  he 
decided  not  to  teach 
but  to  stay  in  business.  He  now  operates  the 
Vita,  Warrenton,  Mo.  Zimmerman  is  a mem- 
ber of  MPTOA,  Masons  and  Rotary.  In  1941 
he  was  president  of  the  Warrenton  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  He  was  publicity  chairman  for 
the  Warren  County  Sixth  War  Loan. 

Purchase  of  the  con- 
trolling stock  of  the 
Electric  Theatre  Co., 

Inc.,  of  Perryville,  Mo., 
in  1915  marked  A.  C. 

Mercier’s  entry  into 
the  industry.  Later  he 
purchased  all  the  out- 
standing stock  and 
changed  the  name  of 
the  house  to  the  Mer- 
rier. In  1934  he  rebuilt 
the  Mercier,  at  a cost 
of  $50,000,  and  he  op- 
erates this  theatre  today.  Mercier  is  the  past 
president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
a member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  One 
son,  L.  A.,  is  the  owner  of  the  Mercier,  Fred- 
ericktown,  Mo.;  another,  Francis,  manages 
the  Mercier  drug  store. 


Louis  K.  Ansell’s  first 
venture  was  the  pur- 
chase in  1913  of  the 
Savoy,  St.  Louis.  Three 
years  later  he  bought 
the  Dixie,  subsequent- 
ly acquiring  the  Va- 
riety and  Rainbow, 
which  he  operated  un- 
til 1924,  when  he 
bought  his  present 
Ritz.  The  Empress  be- 
came his  in  1933.  He 
erected  the  Varsity  in 
1935,  and  now  operates  the  Ritz,  Empress  and 
Varsity,  all  in  St.  Louis,  as  week-run  de  luxe 
theatres.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  Red 
Cross,  United  Nations  Relief,  March  of  Dimes 
and  war  bond  drives,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Rhetors  Club. 

It  was  inevitable  that 
the  Hamline  family  of 
Macomb,  111.,  be  drawn 
into  the  industry 
when,  in  1909,  they 
bought  a building 
whose  upper  floor  was 
the  local  opera  house. 

This  purchase  marked 
the  birth  of  the  Ham- 
line circuit.  Always  an 
interested  partner, 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Hamline 
took  over  active  man- 
agement of  the  Associated  theatre  circuit 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  in  1942.  She 
now  manages  seven  theatres  in  Illinois.  Mrs. 
Hamline  is  a member  of  the  Fortnightly  Club 
and  the  DAR.  She  has  much  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  orphans  of  Mcdonough  County. 

Nate  Gumbiner  en- 
tered the  industry  in 
1917.  For  the  next 
seven  years  he  man- 
aged the  Bertha,  Chi- 
c .go.  In  1924  he  went 
into  business  for  him- 
self, and  has  derived 
considerable  enjoy- 
ment from  the  ven- 
ture. He  now  operates 
the  Commodore,  seat- 
ing 968,  located  at  3105 
Irving  Park  Blvd.,  Chi- 
cago. He  is  ’interested  in  civic  affairs  but 
holds  no  public  office  at  present.  He  belongs 
to  no  exhibitor  or  fraternal  organizations. 
His  son,  William,  is  in  the  navy  and  his 
daughter,  Ruth,  is  married.  Gumbiner  is  in- 
terested in  all  sports. 

H.  E.  Hoag  of  Illinois 
purchased  a small  the- 
atre at  Momence  in 
1910.  Admission  was 
five  and  ten  cents.  He 
bought  films  from  the 
General  Film  Co.  by 
the  week;  the  program 
consisted  of  a two-reel 
western  and  a one-reel 
comedy  with  a show 
every  30  minutes. 

Wages  were  one  dollar 
per  night  for  each  the 
operator  and  the  piano  player.  At  present 
he  is  proprietor  of  the  Momence.  He  has  been 
an  alderman  for  the  past  12  years,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masons  and  UTOI.  He  likes  the 
theatre  business.  His  hobbies  are  hunting, 
fishing  and  swimming. 
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Beatrice  Schleif,  Independent  Theatre 
Operators  office  staffer,  is  another  rare 
gal  who  snagged  an  “Oklahoma”  ducat. 
Could  it  be  a belated  birthday  present?  . . . 
Sam  Miller,  State  Theatre,  Rhinelander,  was 
in  town  on  a booking  jaunt  . . . Beverly 
Kurth,  new  secretary  to  Johnny  Mednikow, 
local  NSS  manager,  received  a royal  wel- 
come. 

Estelle  Steinbach,  short  subject  booker  with 
Pox  Wisconsin  Amusement  Corp.,  recently 
celebrated  her  25th  anniversary  with  the 
firm.  William  V.  Geehan,  assistant  to  Har- 
old J.  Fitzgerald,  head  of  Fox  Wisconsin, 
told  her  to  arrange  a screening,  one  of  her 
regular  chores.  Upon  completion  of  the 
screening  the  surprise  element  entered  with 
an  orchid  and  jewelry  as  gifts  for  Miss 
Steinbach  . . . Winners  in  the  “Junior  B29er” 
bond  drive  received  $100  war  bonds  and 
plaques  at  a special  midnight  showing  of 
“National  Velvet”  at  the  Wisconsin  Theatre. 
Twelve  were  honored  . . . Sharon  Frame, 
9,  was  tops  with  1,145  bonds  sold. 

Sgt.  Bernard  Frackman,  son  of  Jack  Frack- 
man,  Republic  manager,  recently  enjoyed  a 
rest.  Bernard,  who  is  in  air  corps  communi- 
cations, spent  the  furlough  at  Hawaii  . . . 
Emmett  S.  Hannahan  is  the  new  office  man- 
ager at  20th-Fox.  For  some  time  he  has  been 
traveling  auditor  for  20th-Fox.  Now  he  is 
on  the  search  for  an  apartment  and  will 
settle  for  anything  between  here  and  Chi- 
cago. At  present  Emmett  is  living  in  a 
church. 

Myra  Nelson,  former  Alhambra  cashier, 
can  be  spotted  in  the  opening  scenes  of 
“Can’t  Help  Singing”  . . . The  wife  of  John 
Bates,  Republic  office  manager  and  booker, 
was  confined  to  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  for 
a time  but  is  recovering  ...  To  fill  a one- 
nighter  at  Wisconsin  roof  ballroom,  Eddy 
Howard  and  Ork  sailed  from  Muskegon, 
Mich.,  to  Milwaukee  via  car  ferry. 

Barney  Sherman,  Regal  Theatre,  was 
mobbed  for  autographs.  He  looked  like  “The 
Voice”  Sinatra  and  was  wearing  a bow  tie 
that  clinched  the  deal. 

Pvt.  Raymond  Krasno,  former  Alhambra 
manager,  was  in  town  on  furlough,  wearing 
medals  for  rifle  and  machine  gun  prowess 
. . . According  to  George  Edgerton,  sales- 
man, 20th-Fox  will  celebrate  their  30th  anni- 
versary in  April.  Ray  Schulz,  booker,  is  ac- 
cepting bookings  now  . . . Steve  Edwards, 
Republic  home  office  executive,  was  in  the 


state  recently  spotting  locations  for  the  forth- 
coming “Ironmaster”  . . . Dorothy  Kasprzak 
is  that  new  “looker”  in  the  cashier  spot  at 
the  Alhambra  . . . Walter  Bennin,  Metro 
office  manager,  left  for  a home  office  meet- 
ing in  New  York. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Don  Deakin,  Dells, 
Wisconsin  Dells;  Lee  Sweeley,  Clinton,  Clin- 
ton; R.  Lenz,  Pastime,  Horicon;  John  Hanus, 
Home,  Antigo;  W.  Fischer,  Campo,  Camp- 
bellsport;  Len  Brown,  Main  Street,  Racine. 

Joey  Caminiti,  former  National  Screen  em- 
ploye now  in  the  navy,  furloughed  . . . After 
informing  Lillian  Kupersmith,  National 
Screen  booker,  that  Robert  Taylor  was  sta- 
tioned at  same  spot,  she  decided  to  join  the 
WAVES  . . . Lillian  Sentz  joined  the  Reggie 
Childs  band,  leaving  town  to  vocalize  with 
the  combo  under  the  tag  of  Lee  Sharon  . . . 
“The  Doughgirls,”  a satire  on  life  in  a crowd- 
ed Washington  hotel,  was  presented  at  Shore- 
wood  Auditorium,  under  the  direction  of  Curt 
Haensel. 

Dave  Ross,  Metro  salesman,  has  returned 
much  suntanned  from  Florida.  That’s  where 
he  spent  that  “California”  vacation  . . . Joe 
Imhoff,  RKO  city  salesman,  headed  for  Bur- 
lington, six  foot  high  snow  notwithstanding 
. . . Berlin,  Wis.,  has  been  skedded  for  the 
world  premiere  of  “Hotel  Berlin,”  a new 
Warners  release  . . . There  are  eight  other 
towns  in  the  country  tagged  Berlin  which  will 
have  premieres  at  the  same  time  . . . “Okla- 
homa” returns  to  the  Davidson  next  season. 

An  unidentified  woman  lost  a diamond  ring 
in  the  Pabst  Theatre  at  a Youth  for  Christ 
rally.  Reporting  same  to  that  man  at  the 
boxoffice  she  failed  to  leave  her  name  and 
address  and  was  located  after  news  story 
reported  the  diamond  found  beneath  theatre 
seat  . . . Grace  Mapes  of  Metro  learned  that 
her  husband,  Lieut.  Warren  of  the  air  corps, 
has  completed  50  missions — that  indicates  an 
early  trip  home. 

The  Falls  Theatre,  Sheboygan  Falls,  raised 
$110.12  in  the  March  of  Dimes  drive  . . . Veloz 
and  Yolanda  did  a return  engagement  at  the 
Parkway  Theatre  in  Madison.  The  dance  duo 
drew  packed  houses  on  both  nights  of  the 
engagement. 

Joe  Malits  and  Hilda  Albrecht  of  Metro 
went  on  a wild  ride  recently.  Seems  the 
Railway  Express  Agency  failed  to  deliver 
films  of  the  entire  show  at  the  Badger  The- 
atre, Stoughton.  Charlie  Guelson,  Badger 


Theatre,  so  notified  Metro  at  7 p.  m.  No  car 
was  available  at  the  moment  so  Joe  Malits 
and  Hilda  Albrecht  rented  one.  Knowing  the 
traditions  of  show  business  that  “the  show 
must  go  on”  these  two  Metro  employes  dashed 
over  icy  roads,  plunged  through  heavy  snow 
along  short  cuts  on  roads  neither  had  ever 
traveled  before.  They  pulled  up  in  front  of 
the  theatre  just  in  time  for  the  first  show. 
Then  driving  back  into  Milwaukee  they  re- 
ceived a ticket  for  speeding  because  they 
drove  back  as  fast  as  on  the  trip  to  Stoughton. 


Anne  Capinski  Rolls  Top 
In  Milwaukee  League 

MILWAUKEE — Anne  Capinski  was  the  top 
single  bowler  for  the  week  with  a 163,  followed 
by  Elaine  Skinner  witha  147.  Only  two  pins 
behind  her  was  Hilda  Albrecht  with  a 145. 

The  Alley  Kats  was  high  for  total  three 
games,  with  1,111,  Sport  Chumpons  placed 
second  with  a 1,081,  and  Tin  Pan  Alley  third 
with  1,075. 

The  high  individual  for  three  games  was 
Anne  Capinski  with  a 437,  Marianne  Fiss,  403, 
and  Vivian  Fried,  394.  High  team  single  game 
went  to  the  Kats  with  a 417,  Four  Lassies, 
394,  and  Tin  Pan  Alley,  388. 

Won  Lost 


Sport  Chumpions  42  18 

Four  Lassies  37  23 

Aristo  Cats  34  26 

Screen  Snapshots  31  29 

Tin  Pan  Alley  30  30 

Angel  Pusses  27  33 

Alley  Kats  26  34 

Cay  Sisters  19  41 


Universal  and  Film  Chauffeurs  Tie 
For  Chicago  Pin  League  Leadership 

CHICAGO — The  three-way  tangle  for  lead- 
ership was  straightened  out  in  the  Chicago 
Motion  Picture  Bowling  League  last  week 
when  Universal  took  a pair  from  Warners 
and  Film  Chauffeurs  copped  a duo  from 
Metro.  Now  “U”  and  the  Chauffeurs  are  tied 
for  the  first  notch,  while  Metro  is  running 
a game  behind  the  leaders  and  is  tied  with 
Monogram  for  second  place,  as  the  latter  took 
two  from  Republic. 

Metro  still  led  in  three-game  totals  with 
2,723;  followed  by  Republic  with  2,659.  Indi- 
vidual leaders  for  three-game  totals:  E.  Fried- 
man of  “U”  with  640,  and  V.  Swanson  of  the 
Chauffeurs  with  623.  Republic  had  team  high 
for  a single  game  with  958;  Monogram  next, 
853.  E.  Klass  of  the  Chauffeurs  was  high  for 
a single  game  with  249;  H.  Jemsen  of  Republic 
next  with  243. 

Sweepstake  winners  who  received  cash 
awards  for  the  week:  W.  Hyland,  with  592; 
F.  Fischer,  591;  B.  Klass,  579;  P.  Diko,  572, 
and  E.  Couston,  570. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won 

Lost 

I ilm  Chauffeurs  

...  33 

27 

Universal  

...  33 

27 

Metro  

...  32 

28 

Monogram  

...  32 

28 

Republic  

...  29 

31 

Warners  

...  21 

39 

INDIVIDUAL  STANDINGS 

Avg. 

V.  Swanscn  (FC)  

177 

Jack  Kirsch  (Rep)  

176 

E.  Klass  (FC)  

176 

F Hanzelin  (Univ)  

174 

172 

Bill  Bishop  (M-G-M)  

172 

A.  Fischer  (M-G-M)  

172 

E.  Friedman  (Univ)  

172 

C.  Keim  (M-G-M)  

172 

H.  Gerry  (Mono)  

170 

Home  Theatre,  Oblong,  111., 
Nears  Its  Completion 

OBLONG,  ILL. — The  new  Home  Theatre 
on  the  site  of  the  house  of  the  same  name 
which  burned  early  last  year,  is  nearing 
completion  and  soon  will  be  reopened. 

The  new  theatre  will  have  a seating  ca- 
pacity of  400  compared  to  the  270  seats  in 
the  former  building. 


WAC  AIDS  DRIVE  FOR  NURSES — Copy  to  illustrate  the  urgent  need  for 
nurses,  as  shown  on  the  24-sheet  bulletin  board  in  Victory  Square,  Milwaukee, 
was  prepared  under  auspices  of  the  WAC  through  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  head 
of  Fox  Wisconsin  Amusement  Corp.,  state  chairman.  The  board’s  copy  is  changed 
to  meet  each  new  WAC  drive  or  activity. 
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Joseph  T.  Davis  Named 
As  Clearance  Arbiter 

ST.  LOUIS — Joseph  T.  Davis,  well-known 
St.  Louis  attorney,  has  been  selected  to 
serve  as  the  arbiter  in  the  AAA  complaint 
filed  by  C.  Carey,  owner  of  the  Stadium 
Theatre,  Caruthersville,  Mo.,  against  Para- 
mount, RKO,  Warners,  20th-Fox  and 
M-G-M. 

The  complaint  charges  unreasonable 
clearance  has  been  granted  to  Gem  and 
Rodgers  theatres  operated  by  the  I.  W. 
Rodgers  circuit,  with  headquarters  in  Cairo, 
and  that  Loew,  Inc.,  has  refused  to  grant 
some  run  for  M-G-M  pictures. 

The  Rodgers  circuit  has  intervened  in  the 
case  and  will  oppose  any  change  in  the 
present  clearance  arrangements  for  the  Gem 
and  Rodgers. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  case  will  come 
up  for  hearing  the  latter  part  of  February. 


Lake  Michigan  Carrier 
Officers  See  "Lady" 

CHICAGO — “The  Fighting  Lady”  is  the 
saga  of  an  airplane  carrier  from  the  mo- 
ment it  leaves  American  waters  through  its 
baptism  by  bomb  and  torpedo  in  the  South 
Pacific.  What  better  screen  room,  therefore, 
to  show  this  60-minute  Technicolor  naval 
production  than  aboard  an  airplane  carrier 
in  Chicago  waters?  And  what  better  audi- 
ence to  try  it  out  on  than  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  USS  Sable,  moored  at  the  south 
side  of  Navy  Pier? 

So  “The  Fighting  Lady”  was  unreeled  the 
other  evening  in  the  officers’  messroom  after 
civilian  friends  and  the  press  had  munched 
excellent  navy  chow  in  buffet  fashion  and 
had  taken  a brief  and  windy  tour  of  the 
top  deck  of  the  craft. 

Columbia's  Valentine 
Fete  a Chicago  Draw 

CHICAGO — Variety  Club  had  a Valentine 
party  in  its  club  rooms  in  the  Blackstone 
Hotel.  It  was  sponsored  by  Columbia  Pic- 
tres  for  members  and  guests  and  had  such 
a mob — more  than  250 — that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  twice  screen  Columbia’s  “Song  to 
Remember,”  the  chief  attraction.  Cocktails 
and  a buffet  supper  were  served. 

Mrs.  Spencer  Tracy  Talks 
On  Aid  for  the  Deaf 

CHICAGO — Mrs.  Spencer  Tracy,  wife  of 
the  motion  picture  star,  delivered  a lecture 
before  the  Society  of  the  Hard  of  Hearing, 
discussing  “Meeting  the  needs  of  the  deaf 
child.”  Mrs.  Tracy,  whose  son  was  born 
deaf,  founded  the  John  Tracy  clinic  in  Los 
Angeles.  It  was  named  for  her  son  and 
devoted  to  aiding  handicapped  children. 

Remodeled  Kee  Theatre 
To  Reopen  March  1 

KEWANEE,  ILL. — Tom  Pierce,  manager  of 
the  Kee  Theatre  here,  said  the  rebuilt  show- 
case would  be  opened  March  1.  It  was  de- 
stroyed by  a fire  and  the  reopening,  planned 
for  December  1,  was  delayed  by  Pierce’s  in- 
ability to  get  delivery  on  seats. 


Sisterhood  Sees  Film 

CHICAGO — Chapter  A of  the  PEO  Sister- 
hood was  shown  the  Chicago  Tribune  film, 
“Trees  to  Tribune,”  at  a meeting  last  Sun- 
day in  the  Palmer  House. 


ST.  LOUIS 


Camuel  Meyers,  business  agent  of  the  musi- 
^ cians  local  No.  2,  and  C.  F.  Kelsick,  vice- 
president  of  MPOU  143,  were  among  a group 
of  nine  representatives  of  AFL  unions  to 
announce  their  support  of  the  candidacy  of 
Mayor  Aloys  P.  Kaufmann  for  re-election 
following  a meeting  at  Hotel  Coronado  of 
the  AFL  nonpartisan  committee  for  the  re- 
election  of  Kaufmann.  Upward  of  20  other 
representatives  of  organized  labor  had  pre- 
viously endorsed  his  candidacy  for  re-elec- 
tion in  April. 

Thirty  PRC  franchise  holders  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  met  here  to  discuss  the 
operation  of  their  business.  All  sessions  were 
executive.  A committee  of  five  franchise 
holders  was  selected  to  serve  as  contact  be- 
tween the  individual  exchanges  and  the 
home  office  officials  of  the  company.  Sales 
policies,  forthcoming  attractions,  advertising 
and  publicity  were  subjects  of  discussion. 
St.  Louisans  at  the  meeting  included  Andy 
Dietz,  manager  of  the  local  exchange,  and 
Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.  and  Matt  Schulter  who 
are  interested  in  the  company  that  holds 
the  local  franchise. 

Francis  S.  Harmon,  coordinator  of  the 
WAC;  Carl  Leserman,  general  sales  mana- 
ger of  United  Artists,  and  Martin  G.  Smith, 
secretary-treasurer,  Smith  & Beidler  cir- 
cuit of  Toledo,  will  be  among  the  out-of- 
town  speakers  at  the  Red  Cross  campaign 
luncheon  meeting  to  be  staged  at  the  Coro- 
nado Hotel  Friday,  February  23.  Harry  C. 
Arthur  jr.,  general  manager  of  the  Fanchon 
& Marco-St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  houses, 
is  the  WAC  exhibitor  chairman  in  this  area. 

Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Arthur,  his  son,  Lieut.  Harry  C.  Arthur  III 
of  the  marines,  and  the  latter’s  wife,  left 
St.  Louis  February  7 for  California.  Lieu- 
tenant Arthur,  who  spent  18  months  in  the 
Central  Pacific  war  zones,  is  to  report  for 
reassignment  at  El  Centro,  Calif.  His  father 
plans  to  spend  about  two  months  on  the 
coast. 

K.  E.  Simmons,  who  until  recently  man- 
aged theatres  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  their  daughter-in- 
law,  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Simmons,  passed  through 
St.  Louis  en  route  by  automobile  to  Los 
Angeles.  His  son  is  a corporal  in  the  army. 

Andy  Dietz,  manager  of  the  local  PRC  ex- 
change, was  laid  up  for  a couple  of  days 
by  a severe  cold  but  planned  to  return  to 
his  desk  February  8.  Andy  has  had  two 
strenuous  weekends.  First  there  was  the 
gathering  of  the  Film  Classics  folks  at  the 
Coronado  and  then  came  the  similar  meet- 
ing of  PRC  franchise  holders  at  the  same 
hotel  last  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Nat  Steinberg  of  Republic,  who  was  re- 
cently upped  to  district  manager  for  that 
company,  was  out  in  the  territory  . . . The 
Hyde  Park  Club,  a de  luxe  dice  shooting 
emporium  in  Venice,  111.,  was  closed  by  order 
of  State’s  Attorney  C.  W.  Burton  of  Madison 
County,  after  John  Connor,  one  of  the 
operators  of  the  gambling  establishment,  paid 
fines  and  costs  of  $1,848  on  15  charges  of 
operating  a gambling  place.  The  club  has 
been  operating  more  or  less  regularly  for 
the  past  25  years.  Two  other  prominent 
gambling  places  in  Madison  continue  to 
operate. 

Oscar  C.  Lehr,  who  some  years  ago  was 
interested  in  some  of  the  South  Broadway 
theatres,  is  now  the  president  of  a down- 
town finance  concern  . . . The  local  amuse- 
ment colony  was  saddened  when  news  got 
about  that  Mike  Sachs,  56-year-old  bur- 
lesque comic  for  more  than  25  years,  had 


been  forced  to  cancel  his  current  engage- 
ment at  the  Grand  Theatre  here  because 
he  had  suffered  a hemorrhage  which  brought 
on  blindness.  He  was  a member  of  the 
piano  and  singing  specialty  team  of  Sachs 
and  Kennedy.  He  has  gone  to  his  home  in 
Boston. 

John  X.  Quinn,  former  local  manager  for 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  recently  sold  his  home  in  Kirk- 
wood and  plans  to  reside  in  Florida. 

The  secretary  of  state’s  office  in  Spring- 
field,  111.,  has  issued  certificates  of  incor- 
poration to  the  Toppenish  Amusement  Corp., 
38  South  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  with  1,000 
shares  of  $1  par  value  common  stock.  Julian 
H.  Levi,  Jack  A.  Diamond  and  William 
Ruger  are  incorporators.  The  same  men 
also  incorporated  the  Walla  Amusement  Corp. 

Lieut.  P.  J.  Edele,  naval  air  forces,  was 
home  from  Pearl  Harbor  on  a leave.  He  was 
a salesman  for  Warners. 

Park  Commissioner  Palmer  B.  Baumes  has 
asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  to  fi- 
nance free  band  concerts  in  the  local  parks 
this  summer.  Last  year  23  such  concerts  at- 
tracted an  average  of  3,000  persons  or  a grand 
total  of  some  69,000  . . . Eva  Goulias  is  a 
persistent  seller  of  bonds  and  stamps  at 
the  Ambassador,  volunteering  for  many  hours 
of  such  work. 

Federal  Judge  Richard  M.  Duncan,  who  is 

scheduled  to  hear  the  antitrust  damage  suit 
of  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  vs.  Para- 
mount, Warners,  RKO,  20th-Fox,  American 
Arbitration  Ass’n  and  the  owners  of  the 
Apollo  and  Princess  theatres,  was  assigned  to 
sit  in  the  district  court  in  Washington  during 
February  and  the  docket  in  his  court  here 
has  been  postponed  and  set  for  hearing  before 
Judge  Duncan  March  1. 

Exhibitors  on  the  Row:  Tilden  Dixon, 
Crystal  City  and  St.  Clair;  Frank  Finger, 
Marissa;  Dean  Davis,  West  Plains;  S.  E. 
Pirtle,  Jerseyville;  Dick  Pike,  Griggsville;  Bill 
Griffin  and  Carson  Rodgers,  Cairo;  C.  Beni- 
nati,  Carlyle;  Bob  Cluster,  Salem. 


Jazz  Music  Will  Sweeten, 
Gene  Krupa  Prophesies 

CHICAGO — Gene  Krupa,  the  band  leader, 
became  a guest  columnist  for  War-Ner-Gram, 
the  Warner  Theatres  publication  for  person- 
nel and  service  men,  while  here  recently. 
Krupa  wrote  the  column,  Jive  Talk,  for  the 
regular  columnist,  A1  Weinberg. 

“Nineteen-forty-four  saw  many  band  lead- 
ers add  strings  to  their  personnel,  including 
yours  truly,”  Krupa  wrote,  “and  I believe  it 
gives  more  depth  to  an  orchestra. 

“What  the  year  1945  holds  in  store  for  the 
dance  band  no  one  knows.  Naturally,  new 
bands  will  come  to  the  fore.  Some  will  stay 
in  the  limelight,  others  will  fade.  I prophesy, 
however,  that  jazz  music  will  sweeten,  and 
blare  will  be  subdued.  Smaller  combinations 
will  be  more  popular  because  in  these  times 
the  personnel  of  an  orchestra  is  constantly 
changing  and  larger  units  are  much  more  dif- 
ficult to  keep  together.” 


\KE  MORE  MONEY  PLAYING- 

„ _ WAHOO 

/ AmesUaA  Sc>iee*i  Qatne 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 
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"Cripples'  Crowd  the  Boxoffice 


(From  Midwest  Edition) 

OMAHA — The  place  to  discover  potential 
4Fs  is  not  at  induction  centers,  but  at  the 
boxoffice  centers  for  advance  roadshows,  in 
the  opinion  of  Margaret  Tiernan,  who  has 
handled  more  important  advance  sales  than 
anyone  else  in  town.  It  is  the  desire  of  most 
every  patron  to  try  to  get  a better  seat,  ex- 
plained Miss  Tiernan  who  knows  about  every 
alibi  and  phony  excuse  devised  by  show- 
going eager  beavers. 

Pausing  in  her  work  of  handling  the  ad- 
vance sale  for  the  “Mikado”  at  the  Omaha 
Theatre,  Miss  Tiernan,  commented: 

Picks  Letter  at  Random 

“Now  here’s  a letter,”  she  said,  pulling  one 
out  at  random.  “I  don’t  know  who  it’s  from 
but  I’ll  bet  he  or  she  simply  can’t  hear  from 
more  than  five  feet  from  the  stage.  Let’s 
see.” 

After  glancing  through  the  letter  she  ex- 
posed its  contents.  The  writer  explained 
that  he  could  not  distinguish  sounds  more 
than  25  feet  from  the  point  of  origin  and 
would  Miss  Tiernan  kindly  see  that  he  got 
the  closest  seat  for  his  price  bracket.  It 
seems  that  injury  in  childhood  cut  the 
sharpness  of  his  auditory  nerve,  or  some- 
thing. There  was  something  about  bad  eyes, 
too. 

“You  never  saw  so  many  physically  dis- 
abled people  in  your  life,”  she  said.  “They 
can’t  hear  or  see.  All  I need  now  is  2,000 
seats  in  this  theatre,  all  of  them  in  the  fifth 
row  qn  the  center  aisle. 

“There  was  a man  last  year  who  used  to 
write  for  seats  when  the  sale  opened.  He 
emphasized  that  due  to  a peculiarity  in  his 
physical  structure,  he  had  to  have  a seat 
which  would  permit  him  to  extend  his  right 
foot  into  the  aisle.  He  didn’t  say  how  many 
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people  he  was  likely  to  trip  up  that  way,  so 
I gave  him  the  seat  on  the  left  side  of  the 
aisle  and  for  all  I know,  he  made  a dozen 
people  stumble  over  his  foot. 

Want  to  Look  at  Girls 
“They  try  everything.  One  man  wrote  that 
he  wanted  to  get  in  the  first  row  because 
he  thought  a relative  of  his  was  in  the  show 
and  he  wanted  to  find  her.  He  wanted  to 
get  a good  close  look  at  the  girls  all  right 
but  I don’t  think  any  of  them  were  relatives. 
You’ll  find  that’s  true  of  musical  shows.  The 
middle-aged  men  went  to  get  the  seats 
closest  to  the  stage.  Remember  when  they 
used  to  call  the  first  row  ‘bald-headed  row.’ 
They  weren’t  so  far  off  at  that.” 

Frequently,  Miss  Tiernan  recalls,  when  a 
patron  sees  there  are  a lot  of  nice  looking 
girls  in  the  show,  he’ll  come  back  and 
want  to  know  if  he  can  get  his  seat  changed. 

“Yes,”  she  concludes,  “you  never  saw  so 
many  cripples.” 


INDIANAPQUS 

R bill  was  introduced  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives by  A.  B.  Thompson,  North 
Vernon,  who  operates  a theatre  there,  mak- 
ing it  unlawful  for  any  corporation,  part- 
nership or  individual  engaged  in  the  sale  or 
rental  of  motion  picture  films  to  demand 
that  the  purchaser  or  lessor  exhibit  such 
motion  pictures,  purchased  or  rented,  for  any 
certain  period  of  time.  The  bill  carries  a 
fine  of  $500  for  violation  and  was  approved 
by  a vote  of  83  to  5 and  sent  to  the  judiciary 
committee  of  the  senate. 

Bob  Ungerfelt  of  Universal’s  home  office 
publicity  department  has  been  assigned  as 
exploiteer  for  the  Indianapolis  and  Cincin- 
nati territories  . . . Many  filmites  were  ill 
last  week.  Carl  Niesse,  operator  of  the 
Vogue,  was  home  with  a cold.  Joe  Cantor, 
who  heads  the  Cantor  circuit,  had  a severe 
cold,  and  Milton  Ettinger,  Universal  sales- 
man, was  out  with  some  sort  of  a germ. 

T.  N.  Luckett,  French  Lick  exhibitor,  be- 
came severely  ill  February  3 but  is  on  the 
mend  now  . . . Variety  Club  at  its  last  meet- 
ing discussed  plans  for  its  1945  activities  . . . 
In  booking  were  Morris  Blacker,  the  Reo, 
Cloverport,  Ky.,  and  the  State  at  Clay;  J.  B. 
Stein,  Garfield  and  Swan  theatres  in  Terre 
Haute;  Maurice  Reinking,  Idaho,  Terre 
Haute;  Roy  Coons,  the  Star,  Geneva;  Roger 
Scherer,  Wayne,  Fort  Wayne,  and  Joe  Schill- 
ing, Connersville. 

Paul  Leatherby,  head  booker  and  office 
manager  at  RKO,  was  home  with  a throat 
infection  . . . Russell  Brentlinger,  RKO  man- 
ager, spent  the  week  in  southern  Indiana 
territory  on  business  . . . Margaret  Hoeltke 
is  new  on  the  billing  desk  at  Warners  . . . 
Mrs.  Lillian  M.  Craig,  wife  of  Guy  Craig, 
Columbia  manager,  died  February  10  . . . 
Pete  Panagas,  Alliance  Theatre  Corp.  booker 
and  buyer,  who  has  been  recuperating  in  Ari- 
zona after  a severe  illness,  is  reported  much 
improved  and  planning  to  return  to  his  post 
soon. 

Film  salesmen  covering  northern  Indiana 
have  found  it  very  difficult  to  keep  on  sched- 
ule because  of  ice  and  snow.  Film  deliveries 
have  been  behind  schedule  . . . Two  widely- 
known  brother  entertainers,  although  billed 
under  different  stage  names,  are  appearing 
at  the  Indiana  roof  ballroom  and  the  Circle 
Theatre.  They  are  Barry  Wood,  who  is  en- 
tertaining Circle  patrons  along  with  Patsy 
Kelly  and  Shep  Fields,  and  Barney  Rapp, 
whose  New  Englanders  .orchestra  is  booked 
for  a one-night  stand  at  the  ballroom. 


Harry  Huffman  Heads 
Postwar  Planners 

(From  Hollywood  Edition) 

DENVER — Harry  Huffman,  Denver  city 
district  manager  for  Fox  Intermountain  The- 
atres, has  been  named  executive  vice-chair- 
man of  the  state’s  postwar  planning  com- 
mission. The  appointment  was  made  by 
Gov.  John  C.  Vivian,  chairman.  At  a meet- 
ing of  the  committee  Huffman  was  the 


HARRY  HUFFMAN 

only  one  who  had  a comprehensive  pro- 
gram to  present,  and  immediately  the  gov- 
ernor insisted  he  take  the  job  as  executive 
head  of  the  group. 

Huffman,  who  operated  independently 
until  Fox  took  over  his  houses  in  1937,  start- 
ed in  theatre  operation  30  years  ago  at  the 
nearby  Bideawee  Theatre  in  an  effort  to 
bolster  business  at  his  drug  store. 

He  was  so  successful  in  theatre  operation 
that  a few  years  later  he  added  the  Blue- 
bird at  almost  the  other  end  of  Colfax 
Ave.,  and  in  1927  built  the  Aladdin,  which 
installed  the  first  sound  west  of  Chicago. 

Later  he  took  over,  successively,  the  down- 
town America,  Tabor,  Orpheum,  Rialto,  Den- 
ver and  Paramount.  The  America  has  been 
torn  down,  but  the  others  are  included  in 
the  Fox  Denver  group,  with  Huffman  own- 
ing the  Aladdin  and  Bluebird,  which  are 
leased  to  Fox. 

In  point  of  years  of  operation  in  Denver, 
Huffman  is  the  dean  of  local  theatre  men. 
Huffman  is  civic  minded  and  especially  in 
regard  to  the  tourist  business,  which  he 
has  taken  on  as  a serious-minded  hobby, 
and  around  which  his  postwar  plan  for  the 
state  is  built. 

Extend  Bidding  Period 
On  New  Army  Center 

FT.  LEONARD  WOOD,  MO.— The  time  for 
receiving  bids  on  the  new  $65,000  recreational 
building  here  has  been  extended  to  February 
14.  This  FWA  financed  project  will  be  one- 
story,  50x120  feet  and  of  masonry  and  con- 
crete construction.  LaBeaume  & Klein  of 
St.  Louis  are  the  architects. 


In  Hospital  With  Leg  Broke 

MADISON,  ILL.  — Mrs.  Harry  Steinberg, 
owner  of  the  Madison  Theatre,  spent  several 
days  in  the  hospital  following  the  fracture 
of  a leg  in  a fall. 
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ITO  Head  Rips  Theatre 
Fire  Bill  As  Dangerous 


"Boxoffice"  Pictures 
Poses  Big  Problem 

MINNEAPOLIS — Because  of  the  numerous 
extended  runs  downtown  here  and  the  lengths 
of  their  runs,  pictures  are  piling  up  on  the 
shelves  of  local  exchanges  and  independent 
neighborhood  exhibitors  are  fuming  over  im- 
pending product  shortages.  The  situation  is 
aggravated  because  of  the  curtailed  Holly- 
wood production,  as  far  as  the  independent 
subsequent  run  situations  are  concerned. 

The  record-breaking  number  of  boxoffice 
pictures  creates  a serious  problem  for  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  operating  the 
downtown  first  run  houses.  The  circuit  is 
the  target  for  much  independent  exhibitor 
criticism,  but  its  officials  point  out  that 
it’s  powerless  in  the  matter.  Distributors 
not  only  insist  that  their  product  get  as 
full  a run  as  the  business  done  calls  for, 
but  also  the  big  circuit  feels  that  every  film 
is  entitled  to  as  lengthy  an  engagement  as 
its  merits  and  boxoffice  showing  dictate.  As 
far  as  the  producers  and  distributors  are 
concerned,  the  major  part  of  rental  revenue 
is  derived  from  the  downtown  first  run  en- 
gagements, it’s  pointed  out. 

It’s  just  a case  of  an  over  supply  of  strong 
product  and  good  loop  business  conditions, 
the  distributors  assert.  There  has  been  no 
time  in  recent  memory  when  so  many  ace 
boxoffice  pictures  were  being  released  simul- 
taneously. The  number  of  holdovers  and  the 
lengths  of  runs  are  setting  a new  record  here. 

Among  the  pictures  to  hit  the  loop  first 
run  houses  in  recent  weeks  and  settling 
down  to  long  runs  because  of  tremendous 
business  were  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES,”  “The  Princess  and  the 
Pirate,”  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  “Guest  in 
the  House,”  “Experiment  Perilous,”  “Since 
You  Went  Away”  and  “Can't  Help  Singing.” 

Elaborate  Social  Affair 
Planned  by  Reel  Fellows 

MINNEAPOLIS — Wheels  have  been  set  in 
motion  for  the  most  elaborate  social  affair 
ever  given  by  the  Reel  Fellows’  Club,  com- 
prising Filmrow  film  salesmen,  according  to 
announcement  by  Morrie  Steinman,  chair- 
man of  the  public  relations  committee. 

President  Joe  Loeffler  has  named  com- 
mittees to  help  stage  the  affair,  a dinner 
dance  in  the  Hotel  Nicollet  grand  ballroom, 
on  a March  date  to  be  chosen  shortly. 

This  will  be  the  club’s  second  annual  din- 
ner dance.  Last  year’s  turnout  was  so  large 
that  a larger  room  had  to  be  obtained  for 
next  month’s  shindig.  The  club  anticipates 
at  least  200  guests.  The  program  includes 
a popular  eight-piece  orchestra  to  play  for 
the  dancing,  a banquet  and  vaudeville  skits. 


Attends  "Song"  Preview 

DES  MOINES — Mel  Evidon,  Columbia  man- 
ager here,  attended  the  screening  of  “A  Song 
to  Remember”  in  Minneapolis  last  week.  The 
same  picture  will  be  screened  in  the  20th-Fox 
screening  room  on  February  19  for  Des  Moines 
industry  and  press  representatives. 


J.  E.  Garrison  Visits 

DES  MOINES — J.  E.  Garrison,  district 
manager  of  Universal,  spent  last  week  visit- 
ing the  exchange  here. 


Margaret  Morrison  Returns 

MINNEAPOLIS — Margaret  Morrison  has 
returned  to  the  20th-Fox  office  staff  and 
has  been  assigned  to  the  contract  depart- 
ment. Her  husband  was  killed  while  a mem- 
ber of  the  armed  services.  With  her  return, 
Janet  Reman  has  been  transferred  to  the 
position  of  utility  clerk. 


Leo  F.  Wolcott  of  Eldora,  president  of  the 
Iowa  Theatre  Owners,  has  issued  an  urgent 
request  that  all  members  and  Iowa  theatre 
operators  “wire,  write  or  telephone”  immedi- 
ately their  state  representative  or  senator  at 
the  state  house  in  Des  Moines  and  register 
their  “strongest  protests”  against  a theatre 
regulations  fire  bill  advocated  by  the  state 
projectionists  union. 

The  bulletin,  titled  “A  Very  Dangerous  The- 
atre Fire  Bill,”  points  out  that  Iowa  theatre 
men  favor  a fair  measure  for  fire  safety  reg- 
ulation but  the  currently  proposed  plan  would 
force  half  or  more  of  the  theatres  in  Iowa 
to  close  their  doors  if  passed. 

Approved  by  Committee 

The  current  plan,  namely,  house  bill  No. 
147,  was  introduced  January  25  by  organized 
labor  and  was  reported  out  of  the  house 
police  regulations  committee  February  1 with 
a “do  pass”  recommendation. 

“We  have  to  go  back  to  1942  when  the  union 
first  decided  it  wanted  a theatre  fire  regula- 
tions bill,”  the  bulletin  states,  “to  get  the 
proper  background  for  what’s  happened  now. 

“Mike  Blank  and  I decided  to  move  first 
and  we  labored  for  months,  finally  coming 
up  with  a good  and  workable  bill  which  the 
operators  agreed  to  and  which  was  intro- 
duced in  the  50th  general  assembly  two  years 
ago  as  Senate  File  116.  That  bill  divided  the 
theatres,  halls  and  auditoriums  using  nitro- 
cellulose or  combustible  films  into  two  classes: 
1.  New  building  and  major  remodeling;  2. 
Existing  theatres.  It  provided  more  rigid 
lules  for  new  theatres  and  remodeling  than 
for  existing  theatres.  Everyone  agreed  this 
was  sensible  and  natural  progress  which  in 
a few  years  would  bring  Iowa  theatres  to  a 
high  standard  of  construction  and  safety. 
S.  F.  116  failed  to  pass. 

“The  secretary  of  the  operator's  union  wrote 
me  last  summer  asking  if  we  would  support 
a theatre  fire  bill  in  this  session.  I told  him 
I did  not  believe  the  time  to  be  dabbling  with 
that  sort  of  thing  was  in  wartime.  I sup- 
posed the  matter  had  been  dropped,  heard 
nothing  more  of  it  until  this  new  bill  was 
introduced. 


MARTIN  IN  ACTION— S/Sgt.  Martin 
Finkelstein,  formerly  of  Kansas  City,  is 
shown  directing  a few  of  his  Camp  Det- 
rick buddies  in  a scene  for  their  Christ- 
mas show.  Formerly  in  Kansas  City 
with  Fox  Midwest  Theatres  and  operator 
of  theatres  on  the  coast  in  association 
with  Ed  Shanberg,  Martin  now  is  sta- 
tioned at  Frederick,  Md.  He  has  pro- 
duced several  army  shows  that  have 
toured  the  camps. 


“Briefly,  No.  147  has  taken  the  rigid  re- 
quirements of  S.  F.  116  for  new  theatres  and 
applies  them  to  existing  theatres,  making  no 
mention  of  new  building  or  remodeling.  It 
allows  no  leeway  whatever  for  building  or  ma- 
terial restrictions  due  to  the  war!  It  applies 
the  new  booth  requirements  of  S.  F.  116  as 
to  size,  ventilation,  electrical  equipment  and 
wiring,  etc.,  to  existing  theatres,  even  mak- 
ing them  more  rigid! 

“No.  147  prohibits  anyone  under  18  years 
of  age  to  operate.  In  No.  116  the  age  limit 
was  16  years.  And  to  top  it  all  off,  No.  147 
almost  entirely  excepts  traveling  exhibitors 
and  entirely  excepts  churches,  schools,  clubs, 
halls,  etc.,  from  complying  with  its  provisions. 

“I  have  studied  this  thing  thoroughly  and 
I have  had  to  marvel  at  how  they  have  taken 
a good  bill  like  No.  116  was,  and  come  up 
with  what  I consider  the  most  vicious  piece 
of  legislation  in  many  years.  We  have  reg- 
istered our  protest  with  the  union  and  been 
told  we  are  all  wrong;  they  think  it  is  a good 
bill  and  they  feel  sure  it  will  be  passed  into 
law! 

Would  Close  Half  Iowa’s  Theatres 

“And  they’re  probably  right  unless  every 
theatre  man  in  the  state  will  immediately 
get  busy  on  it.  This  is  a fact,  if  No.  147  be- 
comes a law,  half  or  more  of  the  theatres 
in  Iowa  will  have  to  close  their  doors  as  soon 
as  the  state  fire  marshal  or  his  deputies  get 
around  to  them,  make  no  mistake  about  this, 
because  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  get  the 
materials  or  workmen  to  make  the  changes 
this  bill  makes  mandatory. 

“Such  a bill  should  wait  until  after  the 
war,  when  things  have  returned  to  normal. 
Remember  too,  even  if  your  theatre  is  fairly 
new,  well  built  and  equipped,  and  would  per- 
haps comply  with  most  of  the  requirements, 
you  still  would  be  inspected  and  licensed 
every  year  and  would  have  to  pay  the  fees.” 


Minneapolis  20th-Fox 
Is  Hit  Hard  by  Draft 

MINNEAPOLIS — Already  hard  hit  by  the 
WPB  regulations,  20th-Fox  is  losing  its  of- 
fice manager,  Irving  Mills.  He  has  been 
notified  by  the  draft  board  to  report  at 
Ft.  Snelling  for  his  army  physical  and  feels 
certain  he’ll  “make  the  grade.”  The  com- 
pany recently  lost  one  of  its  salesmen  and 
its  head  shipper  who  were  notified  by  their 
boards  to  obtain  employment  in  essential 
industries  and  now  are  working  at  local  war 
plants. 


Pearl  Brown  Married 

DES  MOINES  — Filmrow  was  well  repre- 
sented at  the  recent  marrige  here  of  Pearl 
Brown  to  R.  A.  Ellenwood.  Of  the  wedding 
party,  only  the  groom  and  the  minister  were 
not  affiliated  with  the  industry.  The  bride 
is  an  inspector  at  Paramount.  Her  brides- 
maid, Ida  Mae  Miller,  is  employed  at  the 
Iowa  Film  Depot.  Betty  Johns,  also  a Para- 
mount inspector,  was  the  vocalist.  And  Henry 
Peterson,  RKO  shipper,  played  the  piano. 
Mrs.  Ellenwood  will  continue  her  work  at 
Paramount. 


Betty  Gory  a Visitor 

DES  MOINES — Mrs.  Betty  Cory  of  Kansas 
City  was  a visitor  at  the  Monogram  here  last 
week.  She  is  Monogram  cashier  in  Kansas 
City. 
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Eighteen  years  ago,  in  1926,  Mrs.  Mary  Grop- 
per,  who  operates  the  Empress  Theatre  at 
Wausa,  began  an  annual  custom  of  sending 
a birthday  cake  to  E.  I.  Rubin,  Paramount 
salesman.  This  year  was  no  exception.  Ike 
had  his  18th  straight  cake  from  Mrs.  Gropper 
for  the  February  2 celebration  of  his  birthday. 

Morrie  Sinead,  Council  Bluffs  exhibitor, 
arrived  back  from  his  annual  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia with  the  word  that  “business  is  boom- 
ing in  every  theatre  out  there,”  etc.,  etc.  . . . 
Roy  Casey,  20th-Fox  cashier,  spent  the  week- 
end at  Cherokee,  Iowa  . . . Bill  Granville  of 
the  Quality  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  was  out  with 
influenza  Monday  . . . Columbia  stands  third 
in  the  country  in  its  current  sales  drive. 

Bert  Beams,  Red  Cloud  exhibitor,  has  re- 
modeled his  Auditorium  Theatre.  The  feature 
of  the  job  was  the  lowering  of  the  ceiling 
from  30  to  12  feet  . . . Republic  here,  reports 
Manager  Harry  Lefholtz,  will  remodel  soon, 
extending  the  backroom,  having  new  vaults 
and  redecorating  the  front  office. 

The  M-G-M  office  force  gave  Bess  Peri- 
meter a zipper  overnight  case  as  a going  away 
present  . . . Julia  Leahy,  Paramount  cashier, 
missed  work  Monday  following  the  death 
Sunday  of  her  brother-in-law,  Emil  Bogard. 

It  was,  Paramount  Branch  Manager  Jesse 
McBride,  tells  us,  the  first  visit  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Holdridge  to  Filmrow  in  five 
years  when  they  were  here  Monday  . . . Ralph 
Falkinburg  jr.,  a marine  corps  private,  now 
has  an  APO  number.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  Falkinberg,  owner  of  the  Lexing- 
ton Theatre. 

Take  it  from  a certain  branch  manager, 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Fonda  III,  wife  of  the  Gibbon  ex- 
hibitor, makes  the  best  doughnuts  “in  the 
entire  United  States”  . . . Bob  Blair,  Para- 
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mount  exploiteer,  and  Hugh  Braly,  district 
manager  from  Denver,  spent  Thursday  and 
Friday  in  Omaha. 

Four  Filmrow  girls — Kay  Kane,  Lois  Brown 
and  Irene  Kosuit  of  Paramount  and  Marion 
Wallace  of  20th-Fox — spent  the  weekend  with 
the  Tom  Kenyons  at  Genoa  where  Tom, 
Paramount  salesman  for  years,  now  devotes 
full  time  to  his  new  theatre.  The  girls  spent 
one  night  watching  a film  from  the  booth, 
another  attending  a dance  at  Monroe.  Busi- 
ness was  so  good,  they  report,  that  Tom  could- 
n’t find  much  time  for  guests. 

Raymond  Cooley,  son  of  Clyde  Cooley,  20th- 
Fox  screening  room  operator,  was  to  arrive 
home  on  furlough  this  week.  Next  stop  will 
be  at  a quartermaster’s  school  with  the  navy 
. . . The  Japanese  background  didn’t  dampen 
enthusiasm  nor  the  crowd  at  the  “Mikado” 
at  the  Omaha  Theatre. 

Eddie  Gilmartin,  operator  of  the  Chermot, 
met  the  brownout  by  hanging  up  old-fash- 
ioned oil  lanterns  from  the  canopy.  Generally, 
downtown  houses  reported  the  first  impact 
of  the  new  lighting  regulation  is  over,  and 
that  business  seems  to  be  climbing  back 
gradually.  Hotels  are  said  to  have  suffered 
even  more  than  the  theatres. 

Jake  Rachman,  local  dramatic  critic,  re- 
calls that  it  was  just  45  years  ago  that  the 
largest  theatre  party  ever  given  in  Omaha 
was  held  at  Boyd’s  palatial  theatre.  Fred 
Nash  rented  the  house  and  brought  Grace 
Snell  and  her  company  from  Chicago  to  en- 
tertain with  two  short  plays  . . . Reports  that 
Darryl  Zanuck  will  produce  a picture  based 
on  Iowa’s  famous  Cherry  Sisters  has  many  in 
that  state  in  a dither. 

Visitors  along  the  Row  included:  Lloyd 
Scobel,  Wagner,  S.  D.;  Mons  Thompson,  St. 
Paul;  Frank  Simek,  Ashland;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Craig,  Plainview;  Mrs.  C.  C.  Goodrich, 
Stromsberg;  Carl  Johnson,  Red  Oak;  Jim 
Burrus,  Crete;  Bert  Beams,  Red  Cloud;  Frank 
Good,  Red  Oak;  C.  J.  Kramer,  Stanton; 
Andy  Anderson,  Sloan;  R.  E.  Brega,  Callo- 
way; John  Noffsinger,  Madison. 


"Happy"  Hunt,  Railroad 
Agent,  Saves  Show 

GRIDLEY,  KAS. — “The  Sullivans”  played 
to  a bond  show  audience  here  recently 
despite  a flood  that  tied  up  a train  carrying 
the  film.  A large  crowd  assembled  for  the 
show  got  to  see  the  picture  and  the  bond 
total  was  increased  because  a railroad  sta- 
tion agent,  L.  R.  “Happy”  Hunt,  got  in  his 
car  and  slipped  and  slithered  over  the  roads 
to  Ottawa,  Kas. 

There  he  took  the  film  cans  from  the  flood- 
bound  train,  loaded  his  car  and  trailer  with 
other  items  urgently  needed  by  Gridley  resi- 
dents and  headed  back  to  this  small  town. 

After  saving  the  bond  show  Hunt,  who  is 
described  by  the  Gridley  Light  as  so  “ac- 
commodating that  it  is  seldom  noted  when 
he  goes  out  of  his  way  to  keep  everybody 
happy”  drove  his  trailer  to  Sharpe,  Kas., 
for  several  days  and  took  film  and  other 
freight  off  the  flood  bound  trains  there. 
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Crawford  Receivership 
Suit  Is  Dismissed 

TOPEKA,  KAS. — Chester  P.  Crawford,  son 
of  the  late  L.  M.  Crawford,  founder  of  the 
Amusement  Syndicate  Co.,  recently  dismissed 
a suit  asking  that  a receiver  be  appointed 
for  the  company. 

Abandonment  of  the  suit  followed  a set- 
tlement in  which  Mrs.  L.  M.  Crawford,  widow 
of  the  late  circuit  magnate,  purchased  Ches- 
ter Crawford’s  stock  in  the  company  as  well 
as  stock  in  her  former  husband’s  name. 

Mrs.  Crawford  will  head  the  ocmpany  as 
president  with  Don  Seltsam  as  secretary- 
treasurer.  Others  of  the  Crawford  family 
who  will  remain  with  the  company  include: 
Edith  Crawford  Messing,  daughter  of  the 
theatre  magnate,  and  her  husband,  Oscar 
Dane  Messing;  Orlan  T.  Crawford  of  New 
York  and  May  Lorine  Crawford,  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Crawford. 

Purchases  of  stock  also  included  stock 
owned  by  Mrs.  Roy  Crawford  of  Topeka  and 
Roy  Crawford  jr.,  also  of  Topeka.  The  only 
person  outside  the  family  to  retain  any 
interest  in  the  syndicate  is  A.  J.  Schober, 
former  secretary-treasurer. 

Pioneer  Press  Film  Editor 
Tells  of  Variety's  Charity 

ST.  PAUL — Jules  L.  Steele,  St.  Paul  Pio- 
neer Press  film  editor,  in  his  Sunday  col- 
umn, told  of  the  Variety  Club,  its  origin 
and  charitable  works.  He  sketched  the  or- 
ganization’s origin  and  growth  and  the  man- 
ner, too,  in  which  it  has  recognized  public 
service. 

“A  few  days  before  he  was  to  retire  from 
office.  Secretary  of  State  Cordell  Hull  re- 
ceived from  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America 
its  annual  Humanitarian  Award  which,  in 
previous  years,  had  been  awarded  to  such 
outstanding  persons  as  Sister  Elizabeth  Ken- 
ny, the  late  George  Washington  Carver, 
Father  E.  J.  Flanagan  and  several  others. 

“At  their  recent  convention  in  Washing- 
ton. theatre  men  from  every  state  in  the 
Union  were  told  instances  of  the  organiza- 
tion’s humanitarian  work. 

“The  Twin  Cities  tent,  including  mem- 
bers from  both  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis, 
spent  more  than  $120,000  last  year  for  local 
charities,  including  a gift  of  $99,000  to  the 
Sister  Kenny  institute  for  treatment  of  in- 
fantile paralysis.” 

FMW  Planning  a Theatre 
Of  Prefabricated  Steel 

KANSAS  CITY — E.  C.  Rhoden,  president  of 
Fox  Midwest  Theatres,  is  back  from  the 
west  coast  meeting  of  National  Theatres 
executives,  and  reports  that  prefabricated 
steel  showhouses  will  play  a prominent  part 
in  the  postwar  plans  of  exhibition.  In  fact, 
he  says,  plans  are  being  laid  by  FMW  for 
such  a house  in  this  area,  to  be  erected 
whenever  materials  are  available. 

Theatres  of  prefabricated  steel,  Rhoden  ex- 
plained, are  fire  and  earthquake  proof,  have 
thorough  insulation  from  all  angles  and  will 
comply  with  all  building  regulations. 

Palace,  Royalton,  Minn., 
Destroyed  in  Blast 

ROYALTON,  MINN.— A $20,000  explosion 
and  fire  recently  destroyed  the  Palace 
Theatre,  a grocery  store  and  a machine 
shop  here.  The  blaze  had  been  smoldering 
for  two  hours  when  it  was  discovered  in 
the  theatre.  Parts  of  the  buildings  and  fix- 
tures were  blown  into  the  street  by  the  force 
of  the  blasts. 
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LUNCHING  WITH  BILL — In  accordance  with  Republic’s  established  policy  of 
inviting  district  and  branch  managers  to  the  North  Hollywood  studio  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  production,  Franchise  Holders  Robert  Withers  and  Clar- 
ence Schultz,  Kansas  City,  were  among  a recent  group.  Shown  here  are  Mrs. 
Withers  and  Mrs.  Schultz  flanking  Bill  Elliott,  who  soon  will  go  into  work  on  the 
company’s  top-budget  production,  “A  Fabulous  Texan.” 


Long  First  Runs  Held 
A Spur  to  Doubles 

MINNEAPOLIS— The  main  reason  for  the 
present  trend  to  double  features  in  Twin  City 
neighborhood  situations  is  the  product  short- 
age, paradoxical  as  that  may  sound,  accord- 
ing to  exhibitor  leaders.  The  record  break- 
ing number  of  long  runs  downtown  is  mak- 
ing for  frequent  product  shortages  of  A pic- 
tures for  the  neighborhood  and  suburban 
houses,  it’s  asserted.  In  consequence,  the  ex- 
hibitors are  driven  to  dualing  with  B pic- 
tures, they  say.  The  result  is  more  double 
featuring  than  ever  before  in  this  hitherto 
single  feature  territory,  the  exhibitors  point 
out. 

There  now  frequently  are  three  and  four 
downtown  holdovers  simultaneously  and  pic- 
tures run  from  two  to  six  weeks  and  even 
longer.  That  ties  up  A product  and  there 
are  many  weeks  when  only  one  or  two  A pic- 
tures clear  downtown  to  become  available  in 
the  time  called  for  by  the  clearance  sched- 
ules. However,  every  week  four  B pictures, 
playing  the  Aster,  only  loop  double  feature 
house,  clear.  And  on  many  change  dates  the 
neighborhood  and  suburban  runs  find  only  B 
pictures  available.  Their  only  solution  to  the 
boxoffice  problem,  the  exhibitors  say,  is  to 
double  feature  them. 

Of  course,  the  independent  exhibitors  are 
squawking  loudly,  too,  because  they  claim  the 
long  runs  downtown  milk  the  pictures  and 
threaten  to  drive  them  out  of  business.  On 
the  other  hand,  however,  branch  managers 
contend  that  regardless  of  how  long  the  ace 
boxoffice  films  run  downtown  they  still  are, 
with  few  exceptions,  the  best  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  suburban  theatres  drawing  cards 
and  very  profitable. 

The  pictures  that  usually  are  flops  in  the 
neighborhood  houses  are  the  ones  that  also 
fail  to  click  in  their  loop  first  runs,  according 
to  the  branch  managers.  There  is  no  gain- 
saying, however,  that  there  are  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  meritorious  pictures  that  finish 
their  downtown  runs  before  the  public  be- 
comes aware  of  their  merits  and  socalled 
sleepers. 

W.  R.  Frank's  New  Film 
To  Get  Test  Run  by  MAC 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  will  give  a test  run  to  “A  Boy,  a 
Girl  and  a Dog,”  the  picture  just  produced 
by  W.  R.  Frank,  local  independent  circuit 
owner.  The  run  will  be  in  the  company’s 
A house,  the  Paramount,  at  Austin,  Minn., 
one  of  the  circuit’s  largest  towns  outside 
of  the  Twin  Cities,  Duluth  and  Superior, 
on  February  13. 

Although  Frank’s  theatres  are  in  compe- 
tition with  the  Minnesota  Amusement  the- 
atres in  the  Twin  Cities,  John  J.  Friedl, 
the  chain’s  president,  does  not  permit  this 
fact  to  stand  in  the  way  of  doing  every- 
thing possible  to  help  out  a fellow  citizen. 
It’s  the  second  time  he  has  done  Frank  a 
big  favor  in  this  respect. 

Before  “Enemy  of  Women,”  then  called 
“The  Private  Life  of  Paul  Joseph  Goebbels,” 
was  set  for  distribution  or  played  anywhere, 
Friedl,  out  of  friendship  for  Frank,  spotted 
it  for  a world  premiere  and  run  at  his 
Century,  one  of  the  A houses  in  Minneapolis. 
The  picture  now  is  being  distributed  by 
Monogram. 


Resigns  Because  of  111  Health 

MINNEAPOLIS— Casper  Chouinard,  20th- 
Fox  salesman,  formerly  with  United  Artists, 
has  resigned  because  of  ill  health.  His  doc- 
tor has  advised  him  to  quit  the  road.  Fu- 
ture plans  still  are  uncertain,  he  says,  but 
whatever  new  connection  he  makes  will  have 
to  keep  him  in  Minneapolis,  Chouinard  an- 
nounces. 


Fox  Midwest  Men  Bid 
Booker  Hylton  Goodby 

KANSAS  CITY — James  J.  Long,  manager 
of  District  5,  Fox  Midwest,  presided  at  a 
meeting  of  20  managers  of  theatres  in  the 
district  here  February  8.  Ways  and  means 
to  overcome  disadvantages  of  the  brownout 
were  among  the  matters  discussed. 

The  meeting  was  followed  by  a farewell 
banquet  at  the  Muehlebach  Hotel  for  Chet 
Hylton,  district  booker  and  a veteran  Fox 
Midwester  who  is  going  into  service.  A guest 
at  the  party  was  Joe  Ruddick,  former  Fox 
Midwest  manager  at  Marshall,  Mo.,  now  in  the 
army  air  corps  special  service.  Ruddick  has 
been  in  the  states  several  months  attending 
a special  service  school  at  Lexington,  Va.  Im- 
mediately after  the  party  he  went  to  the  air 
base  at  nearby  Olathe,  to  be  flown  toward 
his  new  assignment,  rumored  to  be  a return 
to  Italy.  Ruddick’s  wife  also  was  at  the 
party.  She  is  with  Fox  Midwest  at  Mar- 
shall. His  brother  Roger,  also  a Fox  Mid- 
west manager,  is  now  in  New  Guinea.  Roger’s 
wife  is  managing  the  Warwick  here.  The 
two  Ruddick  brothers  have  another  brother, 
also  in  the  armed  service. 

Hylton’s  successor  as  booker  is  Dorothy 
Evans.  She  was  secretary  to  Kathryn  Black, 
booker  for  District  3 before  taking  over  other 
tasks  including  editorship  of  Contact  for  sev- 
eral months.  Recently  she  has  been  secretary 
to  Leon  Robertson,  manager  of  the  Kansas 
City  district. 

Hylton  has  a wife  and  two  children. 

Minnesota  Fair  This  Year 
To  Be  Tame  But  Pure 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Minnesota  state  fair 
this  year  not  only  will  be  sans  auto  and 
horse  racing,  because  of  the  government 
wartime  bans,  but  also  will  eliminate  bingo 
and  other  games  of  chance  on  its  midway. 
The  new  directors  have  decided  on  such  a 
policy  which  represents  a victory  for  the 
Rev.  H.  J.  Soltau,  vice  crusader,  who  de- 
nounced the  fair  last  year  because  of  the 
gambling  and  alleged  lewd  midway  shows. 
The  former  board  had  him  arrested  for 
criminal  libel,  but  the  case  finally  was 
dropped.  In  consequence  of  the  present  de- 
cision, Soltau  is  withdrawing  1,000  petitions 
now  in  circulation  for  officers’  removal. 


Buys  Starrer  for  Ann  Richards 

Paramount  has  purchased  Mabel  Seeley’s 
romantic  mystery  novel,  “The  Crying  Sis- 
ters,” as  a starrer  for  Ann  Richards,  Aus- 
tralian actress. 


Presley  Brothers  on  Row 
Report  Father  Is  Fine 

KANSAS  CITY— J.  W.  “Bill”  Presley,  who 
is  operating  the  Globe  at  Savannah,  Mo., 
while  his  father  is  on  a vacation,  and  J.  B. 
Presley,  Lyric,  Plattsburg,  came  in  to  Film- 
row  to  book  the  same  day  this  week.  They 
reported  their  father,  M.  B.  Presley,  “is  hav- 
ing a fine  time”  at  Huntsville,  Ark. 

The  Globe  Bldg,  on  the  square  at  Savan- 
nah was  destroyed  by  fire  a year  ago  and 
the  theatre  now  occupies  an  old  church  struc- 
ture on  a side  street.  Until  the  brownout, 
Bill  had  kept  a string  of  lights  extending 
over  the  sidewalk  from  the  square  to  the 
theatre  brightly  lighted  every  night,  and  had 
a brilliant  neon  front  visible  from  the  main 
street. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 

115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

Git.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp’t 

Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

Tom  Edwards,  President 
Geo.  W.  Baker,  Sec.-Treas. 

128  W.  18th  St.— Harrison  4825 
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KAYCEE  AREA  EXHIBITORS  GUESTS  OF  PARAMOUNT— Fun  and  good 
fellowship  permeated  the  meeting  in  Kansas  City  of  touring  Paramount  Pictures 
executives  and  area  exhibitors.  The  distribution  officials  were  hosts  at  a Hotel 
Muehlebach  cocktail  party,  followed  by  a luncheon. 

In  the  photos,  beginning  at  left  top,  1.  to  r. : R.  S.  LiBeau  of  Paramount  chats 
with  Senn  Lawler  and  Dick  Biechele.  Right:  Jerry  Zigmond  tells  a story,  his 
listeners  being  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice-president  in  charge  of  dis- 
tribution, and  Clarence  Schultz. 

Bottom  panel:  Leon  Robertson,  Claude  Lee,  Paramount’s  director  of  public 
relations;  James  Long,  Edd  Haas,  Tom  Edwards.  Right:  Lee;  Ed  Durwood, 
George  A.  Smith,  Paramount’s  western  division  manager. 


Tom  Edwards  Is  Named 
"Airpark"  Commissioner 

ELDON,  MO.  — Tom  Edwards,  who  runs 
Eldon’s  New  Ozark  Theatre,  has  recently  been 
given  the  new  civic  position  of  “Airpark  com- 
missioner” at  a salary  of  “one  dollar  per 
year.”  He  had  previously  been  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  promoted  the  idea  of  an 
“airpark”  at  Eldon  for  personal  planes,  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  If 
and  when  it  is  built  it  will  be  a model  for 
fields  and  facilities  for  towns  of  2,500  to 
10,000. 

Eldon  will  vote  February  13  on  a proposed 
bond  issue  of  $25,000  to  pay  for  the  proposed 
airpark. 

Newspapers  and  technical  publications  in 
this  country  and  abroad  have  given  much  at- 
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tention  to  the  Eldon  project.  It  was  origi- 
nated by  Edwards,  president  of  Eldon’s 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Robert  Reed,  an 
insurance  man,  who  is  mayor.  The  project 
was  approved  by  the  Missouri  resources  and 
development  commission  and  the  commission 
is  cooperating  in  the  project.  It  has  been  en- 
dorsed by  the  National  Aeronautic  Ass’n,  the 
National  Aviation  Trades  Ass’n,  the  personal 
aircraft  council  of  the  Aeronautical  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  others. 

The  name  “airpark”  has  been  coined  and 
used  by  the  Aeronautical  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce for  such  facilities. 

Farewell  to  William  Feld, 
Now  Chicago  Sales  Head 

DES  MOINES — A farewell  party  for  Wil- 
liam Feld,  former  manager  of  the  Republic 
exchange  who  has  been  promoted  to  sales- 
manager  for  Republic  in  Chicago,  was  given 
by  Filmrow  branch  manager  here  last  week 
at  the  Fort  Des  Moines  Hotel.  Feld  was  pre- 
sented cuff  links,  tie  bar  and  key  chain  by 
the  exchange  managers. 


Eric  Sinclair  to  Long-Termer 

Eric  Sinclair  has  been  inked  to  a long- 
termer  at  PRC  Pictures. 


Freckle  Contest 
With  'Velvet'  Run 

DES  MOINES — A “freckle  face”  contest, 
sponsored  by  station  KSO,  was  one  of  several 
stunts  used  here  prior  to  the  showing  of  “Na- 
tional Velvet.” 

Any  child  under  14  could  enter  the  freckle 
contest  by  sending  a snapshot  or  a letter  from 
his  parents  showing  that  he  had  more  than 
one  freckle.  The  50  finalists  (25  boys  and  25 
girls)  will  be  guests  of  the  Des  Mones  Thea- 
tre on  a Saturday  morning  special  showing 
of  the  film,  which  had  opened  at  the  theatre 
two  days  previously.  The  judging  took  place 
on  the  stage  throughout  the  week’s  run.  The 
two  winners  received  a $25  war  bond  on  the 
final  night. 

A week  prior  to  the  opening  a special 
screening  was  held  for  members  of  local  rid- 
ing clubs  in  the  Fox  screening  room.  Mrs. 
LaVere  Braucht,  wife  of  a prominent  florist, 
was  hostess. 

A tie  up  with  the  eight  Thriftway  Super 
Markets  here  also  proved  popular.  In  the 
store’s  weekly  news  sheet,  an  outline  picture 
of  a horse  appeared.  The  200  persons  sub- 
mitting the  neatest  and  most  artistic  crayon 
or  water  color  drawing  were  awarded  free 
tickets  to  the  theatre. 

Exploiteers  had  planned  to  stage  a “pony 
race”  to  publicize  the  film,  but  Des  Moines 
streets  proved  too  icy,  and  these  plans  had 
to  be  abandoned. 


Forever  Yours  Feb.  28 

KANSAS  CITY — Mike  Lee,  Monogram,  is 
sending  out  invitations  to  exhibitors,  city  of- 
ficials and  local  executives  of  the  infantile 
paralysis  foundation  to  a screening  at  Edison 
Hall  February  28  of  “Forever  Yours.” 


DES  MOINES 

Tt  was  good  to  see  Bill  Brimmer,  Warner 

salesman,  back  in  the  office  after  his  siege 
of  pneumonia.  Bill  was  staying  in  the  office 
this  week,  but  will  be  back  on  the  road  very 
soon  . . . Effie  Hackley,  Warner  poster  clerk, 
had  a surprise  visit  from  her  son  from  Min- 
neapolis last  weekend  . . . Ruby  Dyer  Zelcher 
has  news  that  her  cousin,  a released  German 
prisoner,  is  on  his  way  back  to  the  states. 
He  was  one  of  those  freed  by  the  Russians 
from  a Polish  camp. 

Mary  Benjamin  flew  to  Miami  to  attend 
the  wedding  of  her  daughter  Virginia,  which 
took  place  last  Friday  . . . Eddie  Gruenberg, 
Columbia  salesman,  has  taken  a leave  of  ab- 
sence . . . Walt  Peterson,  son  of  Charles 
Peterson,  Hampton  exhibitor,  was  visiting  his 
Des  Moines  Filmrow  friends  last  week.  Walt 
was  on  leave  from  the  navy  . . . Lou  Levy 
tells  us  that  J.  E.  Garrison,  Universal  dis- 
trict manager  who  visited  the  exchange  here 
last  week,  broke  even  on  pinochle,  but  lost 
at  gin  rummy  during  his  sojourn  in  Des 
Moines. 

Republic  has  an  auditor  working  with  them 
this  week.  He  is  Joseph  Scully  . . . Para- 
mount has  a new  assistant  shipper,  Norvin 
Templeton  . . . The  20th-Fox  exchange  boasts 
a new  carpet  in  its  projection  room  . . . 
Virginia  Connor  of  M-G-M  recently  an- 
nounced her  marriage  which  occurred  last 
November. 

Visitors  along  the  Row  last  week:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Peterson  and  son  Walt,  all  of 
Hampton;  D.  A.  Whittaker,  Rockford;  Mrs. 
C.  S.  Hoffman,  Knoxville;  C.  A.  Pratt,  Lohr- 
ville;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  K.  Lewis,  State 
Center,  and  Jerry  Banta,  naval  station,  Ot- 
tumwa. 
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Des  Moines  F ans  Like 
"Velvet"  So  Ills  Held 

DES  MOINES  — “National  Velvet”  main- 
tained its  spectacular  drawing  power  in  its 
showing  at  the  Des  Moines  Theatre  here 
last  week,  and  was  promptly  ordered  into 
its  second  week  by  Tri-States  Theatre  Corp. 
officials.  During  its  second  week,  the  Mickey 
Rooney  sensation  will  show  at  the  Paramount 
Theatre.  “National  Velvet”  was  the  second 
consecutive  holdover  to  play  at  the  Des 
Moines  Theatre.  It  was  one  of  three  held 
over  in  the  city  in  the  last  two  weeks. 

Of  the  other  two  holdovers,  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES”  (2nd  week  at  the  Paramount), 
was  slightly  under  par.  At  the  Orpheum, 
“Tonight  and  Every  Night”  and  the  other 
feature,  “Alaska,”  fell  off  sharply.  “The 
Falcon  in  Hollywood,”  cofeatured  with 
“Tahiti  Nights,”  began  at  the  Orpheum  Feb- 
ruary 11  for  a four-day  run,  following  the 
completion  of  the  holdover  presentation. 

(Average  is  100) 


Des  Moines — National  Velvet  (M-G-M) 105 

Orpheum — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col); 

Alaska  (Mono),  2nd  wk 75 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  after 
wk.  at  the  Des  Moines;  Maisie  Goes  to  Reno 
(M-G-M)  95 


“WAVES,"  “Yukon"  and  “St.  Louis" 
Roll  Up  Big  Grosses  at  K.  C. 

KANSAS  CITY  — Good  crowds  and  nice 
boxoffice  returned  to  the  Orpheum  where 
Gypsy  Rose  Lee  held  forth  in  “Belle  of  the 
Yukon,”  and  the  “girl  who  got  the  dog  that 
got  the  plane  ride”  was  seen  in  “Crime  by 
Night.”  People  just  wouldn’t  stop  buying 
tickets  to  see  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  so  the 
Midland  held  it  a third  week  with  very  little 
difference  in  the  boxoffice  temperature.  The 
Newman,  with  “Here  Come  the  WAVES,”  did 
a jam-pack  business  over  the  weekend  and 
the  week’s  total  climbed  up  to  an  enviable 
high.  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  continued 
to  do  a fine  business  at  the  Esquire,  Uptown 
and  Fairway.  At  the  Tower  “Hi  Beautiful” 
and  “Murder  in  the  Blue  Room,”  plus  a good 
stage  show,  kept  around  average  in  totals. 
Springlike  but  chilly  weather  brought  out  the 
crowds  and  then  sent  them  into  the  theatres 
to  warm  up. 

Esquire  and  Uptown — Keys  oi  the  Kingdom  (20th- 


Fox),  2nd  wk 95 

Fairway — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 

2nd  wk 100 

Midland — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 175 

Newman — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 210 

Orpheum — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 140 

Tower — Hi  Beautiful  (Univ);  Murder  in  the  Blue 
Room  (Univ),  plus  stage  show  100 


Minneapolis  Orpheum  Scores  With 
Calloway  and  “Three  Is  a Family" 

MINNEAPOLIS — Business  was  at  a high 
level  here  again  last  week.  The  Orpheum 
scored  with  Cab  Calloway  on  the  stage  and 
the  film  “Three  Is  a Family,”  while  two  of 
the  holdover  attractions,  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  in  combination  with  “Fighting 
Lady,”  at  Radio  City  in  its  second  week,  and 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  holding  down  at 
the  State  for  a third  week,  did  remarkably 
big  business  again.  There  were  two  other 
holdovers,  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  and  “Guest 
in  the  House,”  in  their  fourth  and  second 
weeks,  respectively. 


Aster — Dancing  in  Manhattan  (Col);  Strange 

Affair  (Col)  100 

Century — The  Suspect  (Univ)  100 

Gopher — One  Body  Too  Many  (Para) 100 

Lyric — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  4th  wk 100 

Orpheum — Three  Is  a Family  (UA),  plus 

stage  show  175 

Radio  City — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para), 

2nd  wk.;  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 145 

State — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 150 

World — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  2nd  wk 100 


MIDWEST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


In  1899,  G.  W.  Sum- 
mers was  in  the  pho- 
tograph retouching 
business,  together  with 
his  wife.  Summers 
bought  the  present 
Royal,  Unionville,  Mo., 
in  1918,  and  turned 
over  the  studio  to  his 
son  Don.  On  Jan.  1, 
1945,  Don  became  the 
active  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Royal,  in 
association  with  Em- 
erson Fowler.  Summers  is  interested  in  civic 
affairs,  but  “never  has  had  time  to  hold  pub- 
lic office.”  He  is  a charter  member  of  Rotary, 
but  does  not  belong  to  any  exhibitor  organi- 
zations. His  hobbies  are  hunting,  fishing  and 
livestock.  He  has  a granddaughter. 


Before  entering  the  in- 
dustry, Carl  Bailey  op- 
erated a lumber  yard. 
In  1925  he  purchased 
the  Pawnee,  Pawnee 
City,  Neb.,  and  is  still 
proprietor  of  that 
house.  He  has  a warm 
interest  in  civic  af- 
fairs, serving  ten  years 
as  deputy  sheriff  of 
Pawnee  County.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the 
Knights  Templar, 
Public  Service  Club  and  the  Nebraska  Thea- 
tre Ass’n.  Understandably  enough  the  for- 
mer lumberman  is  keen  on  woodworking.  His 
granddaughter,  Sonja,  is  the  apple  of  his  eye. 
His  son  is  in  civil  service  work  and  his  daugh- 
ter’s husband  is  overseas. 


Guy  A.  Troyer’s  first 
theatre  site  was  the 
bakery  operated  by  him 
15  years  before  he  en- 
tered show  business  in 
1925.  In  1926  he  built 
a new  theatre.  He  now 
operates  the  Lyric  in 
Rugby,  N.  D.,  geo- 
graphical center  of 
North  America.  Inter- 
ested in  civic  affairs, 
he  holds  no  public  of- 
fice. He  is  not  a mem- 
ber of  any  fraternal  organizations.  His  hob- 
bies are  hunting,  fishing  and  golf;  in  the 
last-named  sport,  he  has  been  honored  with 
two  “holes  in  one”  awards.  He  has  one  daugh- 
ter and  a grandson;  his  son-in-law  is  serv- 
ing overseas. 


Elmer  C.  Rhode  n’s 

first  job  in  the  indus- 
try was  as  shipping 
clerk  working  after 
school  and  Saturdays 
for  the  General  Film 
Co.  in  1912.  He  is  cur- 
rently the  president  of 
Fox  Midwest  Theatres. 

At  one  time  a director 
of  the  Kansas  City 
Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, chairman  of 
the  Citizen’s  WMC, 
president  and  a director  of  the  Kansas  City 
Canteen;  he  also  is  a WAC  area  chairman. 
Rhoden  is  a member  of  Phi  Sigma  Kappa, 
Masons,  Mission  Hills  Country  Club,  Kansas 
City  Club,  and  is  president  of  the  Saddle  and 
Sirloin  Club.  His  sons  are  both  in  uniform. 


M.  J.  Aley,  owner  of 
the  Princess  in  Eu- 
reka, Kas.,  became 
bored  with  the  grocery 
business  in  1923,  so  he 
bought  a theatre.  He 
has  been  operating  on 
the  same  site  since. 
Interested  in  civic  af- 
fairs, he  holds  no  of- 
fice. He  does  not  be- 
long to  any  fraternal 
organization,  but  is  a 
member  of  the  KMTA. 
His  favorite  hobby,  when  he  finds  time  to 
indulge  it,  is  fishing;  he  has  fished  all  over 
the  United  States,  Canada  and  Alaska.  Much 
traveled,  Aley  can  sit  in  his  theatre  and  get 
a kick  out  of  the  picture’s  locale.  He  is  mar- 
ried, has  no  children. 

E.  B.  Danielson  was 

district  manager  for 
American  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  in  Rus- 
sell, Kas.,  in  1924  when 
the  future  possibilities 
of  pictures  presented 
themselves  so  strongly 
he  had  to  enter  the  in- 
dustry. At  present  he 
owns  the  Mecca  and 
Dream,  both  in  Rus- 
sell. He  is  president  of 
the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, on  the  board  of  directors  of  KMTA 
and  has  two  sons  on  duty  in  the  Pacific.  Since 
1937  his  son,  Dale,  was  active  manager  of 
the  theatres,  until  his  1943  induction  into  the 
army.  Dale  is  past  district  governor  of  Rotary 
International. 


Julius  Overmoe 

bought  the  Traill  The- 
atre, Hillsboro,  N.  D., 
in  1913,  and  took  pos- 
session in  1919.  He  has 
been  proprietor  ever 
since.  His  son,  Orville, 
is  a first  lieutenant  in 
France;  his  daughter, 
Larraine,  is  a defense 
worker  jn  Oakland, 
Calif.  A graduate  of 
the  North  Dakota 
Agricultural  College, 
Overmoe  is  mayor  of  Hillsboro,  and  serves  as 
chairman  of  the  Traill  County  draft  board, 
Traill  County  defense  council,  and  of  Traill 
County  Taxpayers  Ass’n.  A member  of  the 
NTOA  board  of  directors;  he  is  also  district 
governor  of  the  North  Dakota  TOA. 

J.  P.  Lannan  was  an 

operator  in  his  high 
school  days.  During 
the  first  world  war  he 
went  into  partnership 
with  William  Swan, 
operating  the  Little 
Theatre  in  Clarinda, 

Iowa.  They  sold  the 
house  when  Lannan 
enlisted.  Five  days 
after  his  discharge 
from  the  army  he  was 
back  in  show  business. 

At  present  he  operates  the  Nebraskan  and 
Rivola,  West  Point,  Neb.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Community 
Club,  president  of  the  Nebraska  Berkshire 
Breeders  Ass’n  and  a director  of  the  American 
Berkshire  Ass’n.  Hunting  is  his  hobby. 
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THAT  LATIN  AMERICAN  WAY — Among  the  guests  at  a special  screening  of 
“The  Three  Caballeros”  at  Edison  Hall  in  Kansas  City  last  week  were  (top)  these 
Latin  American  lads  attending  the  University  of  Kansas  City.  In  the  photo  Senor 
Gonzalo  Obregon,  Mexican  consul,  left,  shakes  hands  “across  the  border”  with 
Mayor  John  B.  Gage  as  the  students  look  on. 

The  showing  was  also  attended  by  members  of  the  boards  of  education  of 
greater  Kansas  City,  city  officials,  radio  station  and  newspaper  representatives, 
all  as  guests  of  Jack  Renfro,  Kaycee  exchange  manager  for  RKO  Radio,  which  dis- 
tributes the  Walt  Disney  cartoon  feature.  Some  of  the  crowd  is  shown  in  the 
bottom  photo. 


1,000,000 

GLASSINE 

POPCORN  SACKS 

Sizes:  % lb.  - - 1 lb.  - - W2  lb. 
Now  is  the  time  to  Stock  Up 

READY  FOR 

Missouri 

L.  J.  KIMBRIEL.  Mi 

115  WEST  18TH  STREET 

Z KANSAS  CITY  8,  MISSOURI 


IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY 

Thehtre  Supply 


MINNEAPOLIS 


filler  Hoffman,  St.  Paul  independent  ex- 

nibitor,  never  has  been  lucky  at  any  games 
of  chance.  So  last  Saturday  night  at  the 
Northwest  Variety  Club  he  didn’t  consider 
his  chance  on  the  $25  war  bond  door  prize 
worth  the  paper  that  it  was  written  on.  “I 
have  no  luck,”  he  said.  So  he  ups  and  makes 
a gift  of  the  chance  to  his  fellow  St.  Paul 
independent  exhibitor  and  friend,  George 
Granstrom.  “It  won’t  do  you  any  good,”  he 
assured  George.  But  the  latter  didn’t  tear 
up  the  chance.  Instead,  he  turned  it  over 
to  his  good  wife.  And  the  drawing  was  made. 
You  guessed  right.  The  Hoffman  chance  won 
and  Mrs.  Granstrom  is  richer  by  a $25  war 
bond. 

There  was  fine  entertainment  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  open  house  and  a good  time 
was  had  by  all.  George  Turner,  chairman 
of  the  entertainment  club,  assembled  the 
acts  and  each  and  every  one  of  them  won 
deserved  applause  and  encores.  Morrie 
Steinman,  whiz-bang  Republic  salesman,  did 
a neat  job  as  master  of  ceremonies.  There’ll 
be  open  house  and  entertainment  at  the 
club  every  Saturday  night.  Many  surprises 
are  in  store. 

Twin  City  premiere  of  Republic’s  “Lights 
of  Old  Santa  Fe”  was  held  at  the  Lyceum, 
St.  Paul,  where  business  was  far  above  aver- 
age with  this  attraction  . . . Unable  to  make 
a satisfactory  loop  first  run  for  its  “When 
the  Lights  Go  On  Again,”  which  made  such 
a hangup  boxoffice  showing  at  the  St.  Paul 
World  for  a downtown  first  run,  PRC  will 
send  the  picture  into  Minneapolis  neigh- 
borhood houses  instead  of  the  loop. 

If  you  think  Earl  Lohrenz,  veteran  20th- 
Fox  salesman,  isn’t  a good  and  genial  host 
on  Sunday  nights,  ask  his  boss,  Jack  Cohen, 
branch  manager  . . . LeRoy  J.  Miller,  Uni- 
versal branch  manager,  was  called  to  Omaha 
Sunday  by  a death  in  the  family  . . . Fay 
Dressell,  RKO  branch  manager,  passing  the 
cigars.  It’s  a boy,  the  third  child,  but  the 
first  male  for  the  Dressell  menage. 

“A  Song  to  Remember”  won  the  plaudits 
of  exhibitors  invited  to  the  special  showing 
at  the  Granada  Theatre  last  Monday.  Af- 
terward Columbia  was  host  at  a cocktail 
party  at  the  Northwest  Variety  Club.  The 
picture  will  be  sold  only  on  percentage  and 
this  applies  also  to  Twin  City  independent 
exhibitors,  foes  of  percentage,  according  to 
“Hy”  Chapman,  branch  manager  here. 

Bill  Grant,  Republic  branch  manager,  back 
from  a visit  to  the  studio  in  Hollywood  and 
more  convinced  than  ever  that  Republic 
will  be  in  the  “real  dough”  soon. 

Norman  Pyle,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  returned 
from  New  York,  where  W.  R.  Ferguson, 
manager  of  exploitation,  was  his  host  . . . 
Fred  Schnee,  Litchfield  exhibitor,  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor  . . . Ben  Blotcky,  Paramount 
branch  manager,  in  Chicago  attending  a 
sales  conference  . . . Alberta  Legler,  former 
RKO  booker,  who  resigned  to  devote  herself 
to  domestic  duties,  becomes  a mother  of  a 
baby  boy  . . . Georgia  Yerxa,  RKO  head  in- 
spector, will  make  the  trek  to  the  altar. 


W4 

it's  A NATURAL  I 

► WAHOO 

America's  Finest  Screen  Came 

HOLLYWOOD  AMOSEMENT  COMPANY 

k 831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois ^ 
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f'harley  Spainhour,  Twilight,  Greensburg, 
Kas.,  after  using  projecting  equipment 
for  22  years,  has  purchased  new  machines.  It 
is  figured  that  he  has  run  35,000  miles  of 
film  through  the  old  projectors,  which  means 
11,827,200,000  sprocket  holes  . . . Eddie  Green, 
Metro  salesman,  went  to  Trinity  Hospital  for 
a checkup  . . . Joe  Ghosen,  Sedalia  exhibitor, 
is  reported  recovering  at  the  Bothwell  Hos- 
pital there. 

Gus  Breedon,  Welling  and  Dreamland,  Na- 
toma,  Kas.,  is  reported  waiting  a call  for  the 
army  or  navy  . . . Rube  Melcher,  Popper’s 
Supply  Co.,  has  sold  his  interest  in  the  pop- 
corn distributing  company  which  he  and  oth- 
ers set  up  in  Chicago  last  year  under  the 
same  name.  It  is  understood  that  the  firm 
will  be  continued  under  another  name. 

Joe  Allard,  formerly  with  theatres  here, 
has  joined  R.  R.  Biechele  as  an  assistant 
manager  of  the  Osage,  Kansas  City,  Kas.  . . . 
RKO  is  receiving  compliments  on  the  mail- 
ing piece  that  went  to  exhibitors  in  the  ter- 
ritory on  “Belle  of  the  Yukon.”  It  is  adapt- 
able for  use  in  the  lobby. 

Jay  Means,  Oak  Park,  Kansas  City,  and 
Mrs.  Means  have  been  entertaining  their  son, 
Sgt.  R.  F.  Means  and  his  wife  and  daughter. 
Sergeant  Means  has  been  at  Camp  Gordon, 
Ga.,  recently,  and  is  expecting  a new  assign- 
ment in  the  air  force. 

Many  exhibitors  see  irony  in  the  brownout 
order.  “Just  when  practically  every  exhibitor 
had  finally  got  it  into  his  head  that  theatres 
must  be  brilliantly  lighted,  comes  the  brown- 
out,” several  commented  . . . R.  R.  Biechele, 
at  the  Osage,  considering  the  use  of  fluores- 
cents  to  replace  globes  on  marquee,  consulted 
OPA  representatives  and  obtained  approval 
of  the  idea,  so  long  as  total  wattage  is  limited 
as  required  . . . The  disadvantage  of  insuf- 
ficient illumination  for  posters  under  the 
marquee  was  overcome  at  the  Glen  by  the  use 
of  five  watts  over  the  poster  and  cutting 
overhead  lamps  down  to  a 30  and  a 20. 

Obscuration  of  “No  Parking”  signs  because 
of  the  brownout  has  resulted  in  numerous 
reports  that  patrons  park  in  front  of  the 
theatre.  One  exhibitor  said  they  used  to  do 
that  anyway,  when  there  was  plenty  of  light. 

“What  becomes  of  the  film  checkers  during 
bad  weather,”  exhibitors  ask.  They  don’t 
show  up  at  small  town  theatres  then,  they 
say  . . . Bill  Shelton  of  AFE  Corp.,  New 
York,  was  in  in  the  interest  of  David  O.  Selz- 
nick  reissues:  “Prisoner  of  Zenda,”  “Garden 
of  Allah”  and  “Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer” 

. . . Charley  Burns,  formerly  with  National 
Screen,  was  home  on  furlough  from  the  army 
service  command  at  Camp  Fannin,  Tex. 

Visitors  on  Filmrow  included  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Simon  Galitzki,  Coed,  Topeka;  Harley  Fryer, 
with  Hugh  Gardner  at  Neosho;  Nick  Kotsis, 
Holden;  W.  F.  Shaffer,  roadshow,  Lemmons, 
Mo.;  “Bob”  Robinson,  Grant,  Grant  City; 
Louis  Griefe,  Windsor. 

Exhibitors  of  northern  Missouri  are  re- 
porting a bad  winter,  some  calling  it  the 
worst  in  50  years.  Not  that  the  tempera- 
tures were  so  low  or  storms  so  severe,  but 
the  alternate  freezing  and  thawing,  the 
snows  and  rain,  kept  roads  impassable  most 
of  the  time.  Even  some  gravel  roads  went 
bad.  Theatre  patronage  was  cut  sharply  . . . 
A.  W.  Mustion,  Dixie,  Belton,  Mo.,  was  on 
Filmrow  reporting  business  was  coming  back 
a little  after  a “rough  winter.”  He  and  Jim 
Presley,  who  sold  the  theatre  to  him  about 
a year  ago,  met  on  the  Row,  the  latter  say- 
ing that  Mustion  had  “got  even  with  him” 
already — Jim  took  Mustion  hunting  and  the 
guest  got  twice  as  many  birds  as  he  did. 


Variety  Club  Hospital 
Fund  Otter  Accepted 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  offer  of  the  North- 
west Variety  Club  to  contribute  $165,000 
toward  construction  of  a heart  hospital  for 
children  on  the  university  campus  has  been 
accepted  by  the  University  of  Minnesota 
regents  board. 

The  offer  is  predicated  on  the  possibility 
of  obtaining  federal  funds  through  one  of 
two  procedures,  the  Lanham  act,  providing 
60  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  erecting  hospitals, 
or  a pending  bill  under  which  40  per  cent 
would  be  paid. 

Depending  on  the  amount  of  federal  funds, 
the  hospital’s  total  cost  would  be  $300,000  or 
$400,000.  As  part  of  its  new  charity  project, 
Variety  Club  also  has  offered  to  contribute 
$35,000  a year  for  the  hospital’s  support. 

Arthur  W.  Anderson,  the  club’s  chief  bar- 
ker, submitted  the  offer  in  a letter  to  the 
regents.  A proposed  deal  to  buy  an  aban- 
doned city  school  for  the  institution  fell 
through. 

Former  Booker  Get  $1,645 
In  Overtime  Pay  Verdict 

DES  MOINES — Federal  Judge  Charles  A. 
Dewey  has  ruled  that  Francis  Kappler,  for- 
mer booker  for  the  Des  Moines  Republic  ex- 
change who  now  is  in  Kansas  City,  is  en- 
titled to  $1,645  overtime  pay  from  the  firm 
for  extra  hours  worked  from  February,  1941, 
to  June,  1943.  The  court  ruled  also  that  Kap- 
pler should  receive  liquidated  damages  in  an 
unnamed  amount,  and  also  that  the  firm  is 
to  pay  Kappler’s  attorney  $300  in  addition  to 
paying  court  costs. 

Erma  Jean  Schultz  now  of  Chicago,  who 
likewise  asked  for  overtime  pay,  failed  to 
appear  at  the  trial  and  her  case  was  dis- 
missed. 

Kappler  brought  suit  for  time-and-a-half 
overtime  under  the  fair  labor  standards  act. 
At  the  hearing  January  6,  the  company  con- 
tended he  was  not  engaged  in  interstate  com- 
merce, that  the  company  did  not  consent  to 
his  working  overtime,  and  that  his  court 
action  was  barred  by  the  Iowa  statute  of  lim- 
itations. 

The  court  found  that  F.  R.  Moran,  then 
branch  manager  here,  made  no  objection  to 
Kappler’s  working  more  than  40  hours  a 
week,  but  actually  cooperated  with  him;  that 
the  interstate  character  of  films  shipped  to 
Des  Moines  did  not  terminate  until  the 
films  were  in  the  hands  of  exhibitors,  and 
that  Iowa  statutes,  in  setting  a limitation 
on  the  time  under  which  a federal  action 
must  be  filed,  attempted  to  do  something 
which  only  Congress  is  empowered  to  do. 


Send  in  Film  Cans , 

Old  or  New , Now! 

Kansas  City  — George  Ross,  National 
Screen  Service  manager  here,  has  issued 
an  appeal  for  the  return  by  exhibitors  of 
all  film  cans,  particularly  those  in  which 
the  March  of  Dimes  trailers  were  shipped. 
All  available  cans  are  needed  as  the  Red 
Cross  drive  trailers  have  to  go  out  soon. 

Ross,  however,  emphasized  the  need  to 
return  all  cans  promptly,  including  the 
old  ones,  the  latter  for  salvage.  He  urged 
that  all  corrugated  boxes,  and  any  other 
shipping  package  be  sent  in  to  help  re- 
lieve the  near-critical  shortage  of  con- 
tainers. 

Local  circuits  have  informed  managers 
of  the  emergency  and  instructed  coopera- 
tion. 
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Film  Editor  of  Minneapolis  Paper 
Lauds  Work  of  Northwest  WAC 


MINNEAPOLIS — Calling  attention  to  the 
meeting  here  February  24  to  get  the  theatre 
Red  Cross  Fund  drive  started,  Robert  E. 
Murphy,  Star-Journal  films  editor,  devoted 
several  columns  Sunday  to  the  work  of  the 
WAC  in  the  northwest.  The  article  paid  a 
glowing  tribute  to  John  J.  Friedl,  WAC  chair- 
man, and  members  of  his  organization. 

“The  complete  story  of  the  industry's  par- 
ticipation in  the  war  is  too  big  to  tell  in 
one  sitting,”  said  Murphy.  A review  of  the 
northwest  WAC’s  activity  may  serve  as  a 
sample.  John  H.  Friedl,  its  chairman,  has 
a central  committee  seconded  as  state  repre- 
sentatives by  Mike  Cooper  of  Grand  Forks, 
and  Ed  Kraus,  Fargo,  for  North  Dakota; 
Fred  Larkin  of  Sioux  Falls,  Dean  Nash, 
Canton,  and  Leo  Peterson,  Pierre,  for  South 
Dakota,  and  Ben  Friedman  and  E.  R.  Ru- 
ben, Minneapolis,  for  Minnesota,  assisted  in 
Minneapolis  by  Harold  Kaplan,  Harold  Field 
and  Henry  Greene,  and  in  St.  Paul  by 
George  Granstrom  and  Howard  Dale. 
Farther  down  the  line  there  are  zone  chair- 
men. 

Developed  Several  Innovations 

“In  doing  the  work  the  northwest  WAC 
has  developed  several  innovations  which 
have  been  adopted  nationally.  Charles  Zinn, 
then  manager  of  the  Century,  thought  up 
the  children’s  bond  premiere,  in  which  chil- 
dren who  bought  war  bonds  would  be  ad- 
mitted to  a special  showing.  One  perform- 
ance was  planned  in  the  1,600-seat  Century. 

“By  show  time,  three  performances  had 
to  be  scheduled,  and  4,750  bonds  were  sold. 
The  idea,  with  campaign  and  plans  lifted 
from  Minneapolis,  was  successful  in  1,400 
theatres  during  the  next  war  loan  drive. 

“Early  in  1943  northwest  WAC  instituted 
a copper  drive  to  get  scrap  copper.  It  col- 
lected 387,720  pounds  in  the  first  such  drive 
staged.  It  was,  incidentally,  also  the  biggest 
ever  staged. 

“The  movie  men  have  not  only  been  glad 
to  add  many  extra  duties  to  their  normal 
business;  they  have  paid  for  the  privilege. 
They  are  assessed  to  meet  expenses  of  the 
northwest  WAC  office  and  contribute  toward 
expenses  of  the  national  office. 

Lists  the  WAC  Activities 

“One  of  the  WAC’s  most  important  serv- 
ices, it  holds,  is  showing  of  government 
films.  In  1940  there  were  four  issued.  In 
1943  there  were  30,  and  in  1944,  26,  as  well 
as  21  war  bulletins  attached  to  newsreels. 
With  more  than  800  theatres  in  the  terri- 
tory pledged  to  show  such  film,  it  gets  a 
good  screening  in  this  area. 

“Here  are  some  of  WAC’s  other  activities: 

“Greek  war  relief  drive,  March  1941.  With 
404  theatres  participating,  audience  collec- 
tions and  156  benefits  raised  $29,093.01. 

“USO  drive,  September  1941.  Total  col- 
lections, $21,385.46. 

“Army-navy  emergency  relief,  May  1942. 
Hollywood  Victory  caravan  played  to  $65,- 
859.80  in  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul,  and 
687  theatres  collected  another  $59,386.58. 

“United  Nations  drive,  January  1943.  To- 
tal collections  in  387  theatres,  $45,367.24. 

“Children’s  paper  hunt,  August  1944.  Min- 
neapolis theatres  awarded  passes  for  scrap 
paper.  Collection  of  200,000  pounds  was  esti- 
mated. Actual  collection  totaled  1,496,190 
pounds.  Cost:  13,975  single  passes,  91  an- 
nual passes.  (One  annual  pass  given  a little 
girl  was  swallowed  by  her  dog.  It  was  re- 
placed last  week.) 

“Red  Cross  fund  April  1943.  Collections 
in  689  theatres,  $113,198.53.  March  1944,  743 
theatres  collected  $131,608.80,  funds  turned 
over  to  local  chapters.  Red  Cross  recruiting 


of  blood  donors,  recruiting  of  war  nurses, 
nutrition  council  were  given  assistance. 

“Recruiting:  WAVES  (twice),  coast  guard, 
Wacs  (twice),  Air  Wacs  and  other  services 
have  been  given  screen  time,  manpower  and 
other  assistance. 

“Bond  sales.  In  various  drives  northwest 
WAC  has  been  active.  It  handled  the  war 
heroes’  appearance  in  June  1942,  13  star  ap- 
pearances in  September  1942,  11  engagements 
of  the  Zuhrah  Shrine  Merrymakers  (who 
sold  $1,628,574  in  bonds),  34  appearances  of 
Dennis  Morgan  and  Arline  Judge  in  Janu- 
ary 1944,  58  appearances  of  the  Jap  minia- 
ture submarine  in  September  1943,  the  Hol- 
lywood bond  cavalcade  the  same  month,  Free 
Movie  Day  for  bond  purchasers  on  several 
occasions,  the  Buy  a Bomber  drive,  Shangri 
La  drive,  Avenge  December  7 drive  and  many 
other  promotions. 

“Thus  far.  northwest  theatres  have  staged 
nearly  1,000  bond  premieres,  more  than  1,200 
Free  Movie  Days  and  160-odd  children’s  bond 
shows. 

“They  recruited  stenographers  to  issue 
bonds.  One  hundred  eighty-three  theatres 
are  issuing  agencies.  The  WAC  participated 
in  handling  of  the  Army  at  War  exhibit. 
It  has  aided  in  the  war  chest  drive,  de- 
voted screen  time  to  the  national  war  fund, 
Minneapolis  defense  council  committee  for 
security  of  war  information,  the  state  guard. 

“For  the  privilege  of  signing  pledges  of 
cooperation  with  WAC  efforts,  theatre  men 
pay  not  only  in  money  but  in  time,  thought, 
preparation.  The  projects  are  not  the  simple 
things  their  mere  mention  might  indicate 
they  are.  Anything  pertaining  to  hundreds  of 
theatres  must  be  complicated,  but  showman- 
ship and  organization  have  overcome  the 
complications  without  reducing  the  effort. 
And  handsomely,  too,  it  might  be  agreed.” 

Variety  Club  Withdraws 
Offer  on  Hospital 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Northwest  Variety 
Club  withdrew  its  offer  to  buy  one  of  the 
city’s  abandoned  school  buildings  for  a 
childrens’  heart  hospital  that  had  been  de- 
cided upon  as  its  new  charity  project.  In- 
stead, it  now  is  considering  the  construction 
of  an  entirely  new  building. 

The  school  board  had  been  offered  $50,000 
for  the  former  Motley  school.  The  board 
asked  a higher  price. 

Present  plans  are  for  the  club  to  submit 
to  the  University  of  Minnesota  board  of 
regents  a proposal  to  contribute  approxi- 
mately $200,000  toward  the  building  and 
equipping  of  a new  hospital  building.  It 
also  would  raise  $25,000  annually  to  help 
defray  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  heart 
hospital,  according  to  the  plans.  The  hos- 
pital would  be  operated  by  the  University 
of  Minnesota  in  conjunction  with  its  medical 
school  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Mayo 
clinic. 

Huge  Campaign  Mapped 
For  "Winged  Victory" 

MINNEAPOLIS— With  Charlie  Winchell 
and  other  members  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  publicity  department  in  attend- 
ance, members  of  the  army  air  corps  public 
relations  department  and  Walter  Hoffman, 
20th-Fox  exploiteer,  mapped  out  a huge  cam- 
paign for  “Winged  Victory”  at  a meeting 
at  Northwest  Variety  Club.  Net  proceeds  of 
the  engagements  go  to  army  charities.  The 
picture  opens  at  the  State  here  March  2. 


A South  of  the  Border 
Spirit  at  Screening 

KANSAS  CITY — The  Mexican  consul,  Sr. 
Gonzalo  Obregon,  and  Mayor  John  B.  Gage 
attended  the  special  screening  of  RKO's  “The 
Three  Caballeros”  at  Edison  Hall  last  week. 

A Pan-American  atmosphere  comparable 
to  that  of  the  picture’s  premiere  at  Mexico 
City  was  achieved  by  the  presence  of  Latin 
American  consuls,  representatives  and  stu- 
dents from  the  University  of  Kansas  City. 
The  latter  are  studying  here  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration. 
Enrollment  includes  students  from  Cuba, 
Venezuela,  Colombia,  Chile,  Brazil,  the  Hon- 
duras, Peru  and  Mexico. 


Exhibitor  Rehfield  Dates 
Back  to  Start  in  1910 


BLOOMFIELD,  IOWA  — Among  the  20- 
Year  showmen  in  the  midwestern  area  none, 
perhaps,  is  better 
known  than  Henry  E. 
Rehfield,  who  operates 
the  Iowa  Theatre  here. 
Due  to  a typographical 
error,  his  name  was 
given  in  BOXOFFICE 
as  “Richfield”  in  a re- 
cent listing  of  two- 
decade  exhibitors.  In 
fact,  Mr.  Rehfield  is 
more  than  a “two-dec- 
ade  man,”  having 
started  out  in  the  in- 
dustry back  in  1910, 
at  Mandan,  N.  D. 
Rehfield  is  a member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  an  Elk  and  a Mason  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Allied  Exhibitors  of  Iowa.  His 
hobbies  are  hunting  and  fishing. 


H.  E.  REHFIELD 


Newspaper's  New  Wrinkle 
Is  "Lowdown"  on  Films 

MINNEAPOLIS— Bob  Murphy,  Star-Jour- 
nal film  editor,  has  added  a new  feature 
to  his  Sunday  film  reviews  and  it’s  attract- 
ing much  attention  and  receiving  consider- 
able praise.  The  feature  is  called  “Behind 
the  Scenes”  and  consists  of  the  “lowdown” 
and  some  “inside  facts”  concerning  the 
players  in  the  picture  and  the  making  of  it. 

Murphy’s  reviews  consist  of  five  other  sec- 
tions. First  is  the  title,  then  the  type  and 
after  this  the  players,  a description  of  the 
story  and  the  “verdict.”  The  whole  pattern 
is  an  original  idea  with  Murphy  and  has  won 
him  many  readers. 

Now  a March  of  Dollars 
On  Kansas  City  Filmrow 

KANSAS  CITY — The  March  of  Dimes  was 
a march  of  $1  and  $5  bills  in  the  distributor 
collections.  W.  E.  Truog,  distributor  chair- 
man, reports  a total  of  $1,150  collected,  com- 
pared to  $906  contributed  in  1944  by  person- 
nel of  the  exchanges  and  headquarters  of  the 
Griffith,  Fox  Midwest  and  Commonwealth 
circuits,  and  Exhibitors  Film  Delivery. 


Minneapolis  Not  Affected 

MINNEAPOLIS — There’s  no  shortage  of 
coal  or  other  fuel  that  threatens  to  cause  a 
closedown  or  curtailment  of  operations  as 
far  as  theatres  in  this  territory  are  con- 
cerned. It’s  mainly  because  the  territory  is 
lucky  enough  to  have  a navigable  river,  the 
Mississippi,  over  which  barges  last  summer 
brought  sufficient  coal  and  fuel  oil  to  carry 
it  through  the  current  winter. 
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Screening  Clips  of  War 
Missing  Begun  for  Kin 


Cleveland  Returns 
To  Normal  Running 

CLEVELAND — While  Cleveland  went  back 
on  the  seven-day  program  following  the  pre- 
vious week’s  one-day  theatre  closing  to  pre- 
serve coal,  Warners  reports  that  a few  houses 
in  the  state  maintained  one  dark  day  this 
week.  They  were  the  Madison  and  Ritz, 
Mansfield;  Ohio  and  State,  Lima;  Strand, 
Akron,  and  all  the  theatres  in  Springfield. 

The  Monday  shutdown  here  had  varying 
effects  on  theatres. 

Business  at  the  downtown  houses  was  not 
badly  hurt.  Department  stores,  which  were 
closed  Monday  and  Monday  evening,  were 
open  Tuesday  until  9 p.  m.  As  a result  Mon- 
day shoppers  and  Monday  playgoers  joined 
the  average  Tuesday  crowds  at  the  theatres 
and  the  week’s  business  was  only  moderately 
affected. 

But  at  the  neighborhood  theatres,  it  was 
a different  story.  The  owners  and  managers 
reported  that  only  a small  part  of  the  regular 
Monday  business  trickled  through  to  Tuesday. 
They  consequently  wrote  off  the  Monday  hol- 
iday as  a 90  per  cent  loss. 

The  shutdown  plan  will  not  be  put  into 
effect  again  in  this  area  unless  another  crisis 
arises.  The  crisis  was  occasioned  by  delays 
in  transportation  of  coal  due  to  heavy  snow 
and  ice  slowing  freight  movement. 

Gov.  Frank  J.  Lausche,  who  had  advocated 
a statewide  shutdown,  later  stated  that  in 
the  event  of  further  trouble,  action  will  be 
taken  only  in  those  communities  affected. 


Columbus  Fuel  Crisis  Passes 

COLUMBUS — Local  theatres  had  no  sec- 
ond dark  Monday,  since  the  fuel  crisis  passed 
its  peak  before  the  scheduled  second  week 
brownout.  Both  Mayor  James  A.  Rhodes  and 
Gov.  Frank  J.  Lausche  declared  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  request  a second  closed 
day.  Governor  Lausche  announced  that  in- 
dividual communities  were  free  to  handle  the 
situation  as  the  local  conditions  dictated. 

There  was  considerable  criticism  in  Co- 
lumbus on  the  first  closed  Monday  because 
liquor-selling  establishments  remained  open 
while  retail  stores,  theatres  and  other  amuse- 
ments shuttered. 

Frank  Henson  to  Gotham; 
W.  Kessler  to  Akron 

AKRON — Frank  Henson,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Theatre  here  the  last  five  years,  has  gone 
to  New  York  on  a reassignment.  Henson 
has  been  identified  with  the  Loew  organiza- 
tion for  17  years.  He  previously  managed 
theatres  in  Columbus,  Memphis,  Kansas  City, 
New  Haven,  Boston,  Houston  and  Atlanta. 

During  his  five  years  here  he  has  given 
persistent  support  to  community  activities 
and  became  an  outstanding  member  of 
theatre  managers  groups.  Mrs.  Henson  will 
remain  here  until  about  March  1,  when  she 
will  join  her  husband  at  his  new  assign- 
ment. 

Walter  Kessler,  manager  of  Loew’s  in  Can- 
ton succeeds  Henson  as  manager  of  the  Loew 
house  here.  Kessler,  34,  has  been  associated 
with  Loew’s  for  12  years  except  for  a year 
spent  in  the  army. 

His  Dates  on  "Marriage" 
Just  Coincidence,  Eh? 

CRESTLINE,  OHIO— When  Leo  Burkhardt 
of  the  Hippodrome  Theatre  in  Cleveland  was 
married  here  recently  to  Miss  Catherine 
King,  Crestline,  the  current  attraction  at  the 
Hippodrome  was  “Bride  by  Mistake.”  But 
the  following  week  everything  was  okayed 
for  the  Hipp  marquee  signs  announced  “Mar- 
riage Is  a Private  Affair.”  Just  a coincidence? 


Second  RKO  Drive  Meet 
At  Cleveland  March  7 

CLEVELAND — The  second  RKO  district 
meeting  in  behalf  of  the  Ned  Depinet  sales 
drive  will  be  held  March  17  at  the  Statler 
Hotel.  Bob  Folliard,  drive  captain,  will  report 
progress  to  date.  Personnel  of  the  Cleveland, 
Cincinnati,  Detroit  and  Indianapolis  offices, 
under  District  Manager  Bernard  Kranze,  will 
participate.  They  are: 

Cincinnati — Stanley  Jackes,  manager;  A1 
Sugarman,  Joe  McKnight,  Mark  Cummings, 
John  Furrer,  Lou  Siebert. 

Detroit — Milton  E.  Cohn,  manager;  Frank 
Jones,  Roy  Carroll,  George  Simpson,  Ben 
Zimner,  Eddie  Loye,  Walter  Goryl. 

Indianapolis  — Russ  Brentlinger,  manager; 
Herman  Black,  Otto  Ebert,  Pete  Fortune. 

Cleveland — A1  Kolitz,  manager;  Arthur 
Goldsmith,  Otto  Braeunig,  Frank  Belles,  Bob 
Richardson,  Peter  Bathory,  Dan  Cowhig,  John 
Sabot,  Marjorie  Lillie. 

Cleveland  Red  Cross  Meet 
To  Be  Held  February  26 

CLEVELAND  — Joe  Krenitz,  Universal 
branch  manager  and  WAC  distributor  chair- 
man, has  announced  an  industry  Red  Cross 
luncheon  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Statler 
Hotel,  Monday,  February  26  at  1 p.  m.  N. 
Peter  Rathvon,  WAC  Red  Cross  national 
chairman,  will  attend,  accompanied  by  Wil- 
liam Scully. 

Arthur  Mayer,  on  leave  from  his  station  in 
Hawaii  will  speak.  The  meeting  is  in  antici- 
pation of  the  Red  Cross  drive. 

Cleveland  Warner  Club 
Selects  Tony  Stern 

CLEVELAND — Tony  Stern,  Warner  The- 
atres booking  manager,  has  been  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  local  Warner  Club  to  succeed 
Edna  Charns  who  resigned  to  join  her  hus- 
band on  the  west  coast.  Yaro  Miller,  Warner 
exchange  office  manager,  was  elected  vice- 
president.  All  other  officers  were  re-elected. 
Marty  Bennett,  president  of  the  National 
Warner  Clubs,  will  meet  Stern  here  February 
19  to  discuss  a program  for  the  coming  year 
and  to  meet  local  members. 

Church  Lobbyists  Urge 
Ban  on  Night  Life 

HARRISBURG — The  Pennsylvania  feder- 
ated legislative  committee  has  recommended 
the  closing  of  all  night  clubs  and  other  re- 
tail liquor  outlets  for  the  war’s  duration.  The 
committee,  representing  a dozen  religious 
organizations,  agreed  at  its  annual  session 
with  War  Mobilization  Director  James  F. 
Byrnes’  race  track  closing  order,  but  “deeply 
deplored”  his  statement,  “I  have  not  given 
any  consideration  to  night  clubs.” 


$2,000  Booth  Fire 

MARYSVILLE,  OHIO— Fire  at  the  Strand 
here  caused  damage  estimated  at  more  than 
$2,000,  according  to  Clair  Jarvis,  who  said  the 
house  would  be  closed  indefinitely.  Patrons 
left  in  an  orderly  manner  about  9 p.  m.  when 
a film  broke  and  ignited. 


By  H.  F.  REVES 

DETROIT — A program  to  relieve  service 
men’s  families  that  most  harrowing  of  war- 
time emotional  experiences — the  terrible  sus- 
pense of  waiting  for  news  of  relatives  reported 
missing  in  action — was  launched  here  this 
week.  In  the  years  since  the  war  started 
many  wives  and  families  all  over  the  coun- 
try have  contacted  exhibitors  and  other 
members  of  the  film  industry  and  asked  to 
see  a newsreel  in  which  they  thought  their 
men  in  the  service  were  shown. 

Most  significant  have  been  those  cases  in 
which  newsreel  shots  of  prisoners  held  by  the 
Axis  have  been  used  to  identify  missing  men. 

To  accommodate  the  growing  number  of 
requests  and  make  it  possible  for  all  families 
of  missing  service  men  to  make  checks,  Max 
Blumenthal,  manager  of  the  Film  Exchange 
projection  room,  is  arranging  for  special 
screenings  of  newsreel  clips  to  which  all  per- 
sons who  believe  they  have  seen  a relative 
in  uniform  in  the  newsreels  are  being  invited. 
He  is  publicizing  the  plan  in  the  newspapers. 

Cooperation  of  theatre  managers  is  being 
obtained  so  that  they  will  relay  to  the  ex- 
change handling  the  newsreel  the  requests 
for  reruns. 

The  service  is  intended  especially  for  the 
families  of  men  who  are  missing,  or  long  un- 
reported. 

Because  of  the  great  service  which  the  film 
industry  alone  can  give  these  anxious  fam- 
ilies, the  writer  proposes  national  considera- 
tion be  given  to  the  idea.  It  may  be  desirable 
to  concentrate  on  the  relatively  few  available 
shots  of  prisoners  of  war  because  of  the  sheer 
numbers  involved. 

A special  short  reel  of  clips  of  pictures  of 
service  men  could  be  pooled  from  all  the 
newsreels  and  scheduled  for  special  screen- 
ings in  each  exchange  territory.  Extra  foot- 
age could  be  eliminated  if  the  schedule  date 
is  delayed  until  after  reels  have  completed 
their  maximum  first  run  playdates  in  each 
territory. 

A Son  of  Charles  Baird 
Moves  Up  to  Colonel 

PORTAGE,  PA.— Charles  Baird,  an  exhibi- 
tor for  38  years,  was  notified  that  his  son, 
Charles  O.  Baird,  has  been  promoted  to 
colonel.  The  pioneer  theatre  man  is  vaca- 
tioning in  Florida.  Gilbert,  another  son,  is 
managing  the  Rivoli  here.  John,  another  son 
who  operates  a Portage  restaurant,  is  assist- 
ing in  exhibition.  Gilbert  and  John  also  are 
employed  in  war  work.  Another  son  is  Elwood, 
navy  specialist.  A daughter,  Caroline,  is  a 
Wac,  stationed  in  the  midwest. 

Peter  Wellman  Buys  Two 
In  Ohio  Theatre  Deal 

YOUNGSTOWN  — The  Victory  here  and 
the  Palace  in  nearby  Campbell  have  been 
purchased  by  Peter  Wellman,  Grand  Thea- 
tre owner,  from  Louis  and  Florence  Frisch 
of  Ashtabula.  He  plans  to  reopen  the  Vic- 
tory, which  has  been  dark  for  some  time.  The 
Campbell  theatre  has  been  leased  to  Foster 
Hathaway.  Wellman  said  the  purchases  are 
part  of  the  deal  whereby  he  acquired  the 
Palace  in  Hubbard. 


Toomey  to  "Follow  That  Woman" 

Regis  Toomey,  character  actor,  has  been 
signed  for  a role  in  Paramount’s  “Follow 
That  Woman.” 
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Oeorge  Purcell,  former  Uniontown  showman 
who  is  now  booking  head  for  Pennsyl- 
vania Enterprises,  was  in  St.  Louis  for  sev- 
eral days  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  aunt 
. . . Sam  Galanty,  Columbia’s  district  man- 
ager, was  here  from  Washington  for  confer- 
ences with  Art  Levy,  branch  manager. 

Max  and  Martha  Shulgold  were  involved 
in  a traffic  accident  when  a car  smashed 
into  the  rear  of  the  Crown  Film  manager’s 
auto.  Mrs.  Shulgold  was  injured  painfully 
. . . H.  Stanley  Heeb  has  succeeded  B.  M. 
Rich,  resigned,  as  local  Globe  Ticket  Co.  rep- 
resentative . . . Harriett  Malamud,  former 
M-G-M  booker  who  resigned  recently  to  re- 
sume a dancing  career,  has  returned  here.  In 
April  she  will  become  Mrs.  Morry  Berman. 
The  bridegroom-to-be  is  not  the  local  news 
photographer  of  the  same  name,  who  now 
is  in  Italy  shooting  color  pictures. 

Alex  Silay,  who  has  acquired  the  Roose- 
velt, Bentleyville,  from  Mary  Louise  Faenza, 
has  enrolled  the  house  with  Pennsylvania  En- 
terprises. Silay ’s  Roxy,  Bentleyville;  Roxy, 
Richeyville,  and  Lido,  Philippi,  W.  Va„  also 
are  served  by  the  film  buying  and  booking 
combine  . . . Lieut.  F.  E.  Hasley  jr.,  son  of 
the  East  Pittsburgh  exhibitors,  has  a New 
York  APO  address  and  is  ready  to  embark 
for  the  European  war  . . . Pvt.  Gus  Davis, 
former  Warner  circuit’s  short  subject  booker, 
is  overseas. 

How  would  you  like  to  travel  four  miles 
over  deep  snow,  wearing  snow  shoes,  of 
course,  to  pick  up  and  return  your  film 
service  on  sled?  That’s  what  David  Alli- 
son, manager  of  the  Rivoli,  Colver,  Pa., 
had  to  do  in  order  to  keep  his  theatre  open. 
Dave  is  the  brother  of  Ray  Allison,  circuit 
exhibitor.  The  snowbound  road  was  finally 
dug  out  by  175  miners. 


Joe  Birocco,  Clarion  and  Emlenton  exhibi- 
tor, is  back  on  the  job  after  vacationing  in 
Miami.  His  son,  Pvt.  Joseph  T.  Birocco  jr„ 
amphibious  engineer,  is  in  the  Philippines 
. . . Gene  Angeli,  California,  Pa.,  exhibitor, 
was  on  the  sick  list  for  a week  or  so  and 
Frank  King,  his  partner,  was  unaccompanied 
on  a recent  Filmrow  visit. 

Andy  Masters  of  the  Paramount,  New 
Castle,  is  recuperating  at  a Youngstown  hos- 
pital after  an  operation  February  6 . . . Bill 
Zeny  of  the  Avenue,  Erie,  has  returned  to  a 
war  job  . . . Max  Arnold  is  enrolling  the 
Olympic,  Verona,  with  Co-op  . . . Miss  Bobby 
O’Brien  of  the  M-G-M  office  sold  souvenir 
programs  during  the  engagement  of  “Winged 
Victory’’  at  the  Nixon  . . . Add  to  the  list 
of  M-G-M  girls  who  hit  the  night  clubs  with 
Harry  Greenman,  Loew’s  Penn  manager,  so- 
liciting for  the  March  of  Dimes,  the  name 
of  Miss  Mercedes  Miller. 

A.  C.  Morris  of  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  port- 
able circuit  exhibitor,  was  ill  last  week  . . . 
Vera  Richardson  of  the  Columbia  staff  at 
Washington  now  is  Mrs.  Lee  Septembre,  wife 
of  Columbia’s  exploitation  representative  for 
this  area  . . . Pvt.  Jim  Lindsay,  former 
assistant  to  Ken  Hoel,  Harris  circuit’s  pub- 
licity director,  has  embarked  for  overseas. 

Sol  Goldberg,  former  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  ex- 
hibitor who  hopes  to  return  to  the  theatre 
field,  has  six  sons  in  service,  five  of  whom 
are  out  of  the  country.  They  are  Ensign 
Marshall  “Biggie,”  the  former  All-Ameri- 
can grid  star,  at  sea;  Isadore  of  the  AAF, 
Sergeant  Victor,  Sergeant  Joe  of  the  medi- 
cal corps  in  France;  Sergeant  Billy,  and 
Edward,  the  only  son  in  this  country,  who  is 
in  radar  training  at  Great  Lakes.  Sol  is  in 
the  investment  business  with  headquarters 
at  the  William  Penn  Hotel. 


Pvt.  Fred  H.  Hart,  former  Republic  ship- 
per who  was  wounded  in  France  about  five 
months  ago,  again  is  on  the  fighting  front 
. . . John  Mayer  is  continuing  art  display 
duties  for  Loew’s  Penn  while  he  is  em- 
ployed in  a war  industry,  and  George  Marlier, 
former  Harris  artist,  is  under  doctor’s  care 
here  after  serving  in  the  merchant  marine. 

Lieut.  J.  J.  “Johnny”  Jaffurs,  whose  en- 
gagement to  Mary  Elizabeth  McCurdy  was 
announced  here  several  weeks  ago,  has  been 
wounded  in  Luxembourg.  Son  of  the  James 
Jaffurs,  Wilmerding,  Glassport  and  Millvale 
exhibitors,  he  had  been  overseas  only  a few 
weeks  when  he  was  wounded  in  action  . . . 
The  amusement  parks  expect  to  operate  as 
usual  this  summer,  but  will  dim  out  electric 
signs,  etc.  . . . Reports  are  that  National 
Screen  is  taking  over  distribution  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures  accessories. 
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Mark  Browar,  former  local  exhibitor  for 
more  than  30  years  who  has  been  in  retire- 
ment for  several  years,  was  a visitor  from 
his  home  in  Brentwood  Park,  Los  Angeles. 
He  said  his  son  Herbert  is  now  a captain  in 
the  signal  corps  at  Macon,  Ga.  . . . P.  “Duke” 
Langley  Hickey,  field  representative  for  the 
MPPDA,  has  been  here  on  assignment  for 
a number  of  weeks.  He  has  joined  Variety’s 
No.  1 tent.  Hickeys’  wife  will  join  him  here. 
He  came  here  to  set  the  stage  for  “Socker” 
Coe’s  recent  lecture  at  the  20th  Century 
club  and  has  remained  on  special  assignment, 
prior  to  taking  off  on  a contemplated  trip 
to  Mexico. 

Eddie  Moriarty,  M-G-M  salesman,  has 
been  inducted  . . . Eddie  Mackins,  M-G-M 
booker,  has  been  off  the  job  due  to  a “trick 
knee”  . . . Pvt.  Irving  Jacobs,  who  was  re- 
leased from  the  army  several  weeks  ago, 
has  resumed  duties  at  the  M-G-M  booking 
counter  . . . Miss  Irene  Caine  is  the  new 
M-G-M  switchboard  operator. 

Jack  Rosenfeld,  SK  3/c,  formerly  of  the  old 
Independent  Display  and  National  Screen, 
was  here  last  weekend  from  Norfork  and  he 
reported  that  a second  communication  had 
just  been  received  from  his  brother,  Sgt. 
Abe  Rosenfeld,  who  is  a prisoner  of  the 
Nazis.  In  this  communication  Abe  was  al- 
lowed to  state  that  he  had  sustained  a leg 
wound.  Another  brother,  Corporal  Dave,  also 
formerly  of  the  accessory  company,  has  been 
in  Italy  for  33  months.  They  are  nephews 
of  Dave  Rosenfeld,  retired  theatre  poster 
man  who  operates  a large  cleaning  estab- 
lishment. 

Joseph  Seyboldt  sr.,  aged  Erie  exhibitor, 
has  been  confined  to  his  home  most  of  the 
winter  and  his  son,  Joe  jr.,  is  looking  after 
the  Gem  . . . Variety  Club’s  regular  Mon- 
day dinners  were  resumed  this  week. 


The 'Mother'  Tent  No.  1 
Recounts  Charities 

PITTSBURGH — Variety’s  “mother”  tent 
No.  1 expended  $30,000  for  charitable  activ- 
ities in  1944,  an  annual  report  submitted  by 
Chief  Barker  Harry  Feinstein  showed. 

During  the  year  the  organization  supplied 
monthly  shows  and  transported  entertainers 
to  the  veterans’  hospital  at  Aspinwall,  fur- 
nished portable  sound  equipment  and  enter- 
tainment throughout  the  year  to  thousands 
of  shutins  and  cooperated  with  Major  Scully’s 
committee  in  providing  entertainment  for 
the  March  of  Dimes  campaign,  assisted  by 
the  two  branches  of  the  IATSE  and  AGVA. 

Contributions  were  made  to  the  Rosalia 
Foundling  Home,  Pittsburgh  Zoological  So- 
ciety, Deshon  General  Hospital  fund,  Ameri- 
can Guild  of  Variety  Artists,  National  Con- 
ference of  Christians  and  Jews,  police  pen- 
sion fund,  United  Negro  College  fund,  YMCA, 
Community  Chest  fund,  Hadassah,  Tubercu- 
losis League,  Hill  City,  National  Probation 
Society  and  the  Pittsburgh  Press  Crippled 
Children’s  fund. 

More  than  two  million  service  men  and 
women  were  guests  at  the  USO-Variety  Club 
Canteen,  said  Feinstein  and  added:  “It  has 
been  our  responsibility  to  supply  music  and 
also  hostesses  to  dance  with  the  service  men, 
and  practically  every  outstanding  attraction 
that  has  played  Pittsburgh  during  the  year 
appeared  at  the  Canteen.  Cost  to  the  club 
for  these  services  last  year  was  approxi- 
mately $10,000.” 

For  canteen  service,  the  club  thanked 
Francine  Blum,  chairman  of  hostesses;  John 
P.  Harris,  M.  A.  Silver,  John  Harris,  Joe 
Hiller,  Art  Levy  and  others  who  served  faith- 
fully. Thanks  were  also  expressed  to  Gene 
Urban,  president  of  the  Musicians  Union. 

Maintenance  of  Camp  O’Connell  continued, 
with  1,100  underprivileged  children  represent- 
ing 30  nationalities  as  guests  during  the  sum- 
mer season  of  nine  weeks.  The  cost  of  the 
club  was  approximately  $16,000  during  1944. 

A special  midnight  show  at  the  Stanley  in 
July  raised  $3,500,  which  has  been  set  aside 
for  a modern  swimming  pool  fund  for  Camp 
O'Connell.  Father  O’Connell  deeded  to  the 
club’s  camp  corporation  almost  ten  acres  of 
land  to  be  used  for  further  development  of 
the  camp.  Thanks  were  extended  Father 
O’Connell,  Father  Harkins,  and  I.  Elmer 
Ecker,  camp  committee  chairman. 

M.  J.  “Mike”  Gallagher,  the  1945  chief 
barker  for  the  469  members,  is  receiving  the 
same  cooperation  from  the  members  and 
under  his  direction  the  club  is  publishing  a 
monthly  four-page  organ,  the  Barker.  Bryan 
D.  "Buck”  Stoner  is  the  new  assistant  chief 
barker. 

Frank  Hensen's  Transfer 
Brings  Series  of  Moves 

AKRON  — Frank  Hensen,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Theatre,  was  guest  of  honor  at  a 
farewell  party  held  recently  at  the  Mayflower 
Hotel.  He  has  been  transferred  to  the  Loew 
home  office. 

Succeeding  Hensen  is  Walter  Kessler,  who 
has  been  manager  of  Loew’s  in  Canton.  Kess- 
ler, in  turn,  is  succeeded  by  Harry  Klotz, 
moved  from  Loew’s  Broad,  Columbus. 

Carl  Rogers,  manager  of  the  Esquire,  To- 
ledo, moves  into  Klotz’s  position  in  Colum- 
bus and  Stephen  Toth,  assistant  manager  at 
Loew’s  Valentine,  Toledo,  has  been  promoted 
to  manager  of  the  Esquire  and  is  succeeded 
at  the  Valentine  by  the  student  manager, 
Dorothy  Koring. 


To  Write  "Black  Angel"  Adaptation 

Dorothy  Hughes  has  been  signed  to  write 
the  adaptation  of  Universal’s  “The  Black 
Angel.” 
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LESTER  COWAN  HONORED — Cincinnati  exhibitors  and  public  officials 
turned  out  in  force  for  a luncheon  in  honor  of  the  producer  of  “Tomorrow  the 
World”  before  its  premiere  at  the  Palace  Theatre.  Shown  here  are:  Standing,  left 
to  right,  George  Fetick,  Galley  circuit;  Elstun  Dodge,  Dodge  circuit;  Vic  Coffel, 
Marcus  circuit;  Bud  Ackerman,  Ackerman  Theatres;  Nick  Schaefer,  Schaefer  cir- 
cuit; Mayor  James  Garfield  Stewart;  Maurice  White,  White-Lipson  circuit;  Harris 
Dudelson,  UA  branch  manager;  Martin  Starr;  E.  V.  Dinerman,  Stokes-Palmer- 
Dinerman  Advertising  Agency;  Bob  Goodfried,  assistant  exploitation  director  for 
UA;  Ralph  Kinsler,  Shard-Kinsler  circuit.  Seated:  Jonas  Thomas,  City  Theatres; 
Marie  Woodriff,  Schine  circuit;  Cowan;  Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  RKO  Theatres, 
and  Maurice  Chase,  Chase  circuit. 


Cleveland  Fans  Crowd 
Seven  Days  Into  Six 

CLEVELAND — The  Monday  coal  holiday 
did  not  hurt  the  big  attractions  on  Filmrow, 
where  the  usual  seven-day  attendance 
crowded  its  theatregoing  into  six  days.  The 
result  was  one  of  the  biggest  weeks  at  the 
Hippodrome  with  “To  Have  and  Have  Not” 
and  capacity  at  the  State  for  the  second  week 
of  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis.”  “Winged  Victory” 
held  a par  average  at  the  Allen  in  its  second 
week  on  the  main  stem.  All  three  pictures 
held  for  extended  runs. 

(Average  is  100) 


Allen — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 100 

Hippodrome — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 125 

Lake — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk ...  60 
Ohio — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk..l00 
Palace — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ),  plus  Ann 

Corio  and  Gay  Nineties  on  stage 90 

State — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 145 

Stillman — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) 120 


"Lady"  Grabs  Top  Honors  in  Wintry 
Week  at  Pittsburgh's  Harris 

PITTSBURGH— “The  Fighting  Lady,”  ac- 
claimed the  best  of  all  documentary  films, 
grabbed  the  honors  here  in  another  very  mis- 
erable, wintry  week.  The  story  is  of  a plane 
carrier  in  the  South  Pacific,  narrated  by 
Lieut.  Robert  Taylor,  was  featured  with  an- 
other 20th-Fox  release,  “Sunday  Dinner  for 
a Soldier,”  at  the  J.  P.  Harris  and  was  a 
holdover.  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  in  its 
fifth  downtown  week,  playing  at  the  Ritz, 
was  in  the  money. 


Barry — The  Unwritten  Code  (Col);  Wolf  of  New 

York  (Rep),  reissue  80 

Fulton — Dark  Waters  (UA)  75 

Harris — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 

The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 140 

Penn — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para)  90 

Ritz — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

5th  d.  t.  wk 120 

Senator — Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ),  after 

2 wks.  at  Harris 90 

Stanley — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

2nd  wk 70 

Warner — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 80 


Show  Business  at  Detroit  Trends 
Lower  With  Duos  Leading 

DETROIT — The  show  business  was  defi- 
nitely beginning  a general  decline,  judging 
from  comparison  of  long-time  trend  reports 
and  reports  from  numerous  suburban  house 
operators.  The  first  run  business  is  even  less 
typical  than  usual.  Some  strong  features  and 
multiple  holdovers  strengthen  the  grosses. 

Detail  for  week  ended  February  8: 


Adams — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox),  3rd 

d.  t.  wk.;  She's  a Sweetheart  (Col) 120 

Brcadway-Capitol — Casanova  Brown  (RKO); 

Nevada  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 115 

Cinema — Ravaged  Earth  (Art),  3rd  wk 125 

Downtown — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

3rd  wk.,  plus  Hank  Finney's  orchestra  on  stage. .130 
Fox — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col);  Dancing  in 

Manhattan  (Col)  130 

Michigan — Very  Thought  of  You  (WB),  When  the 

Lights  Go  On  Again  (PRC) 140 

Palms-State — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB)  130 

Paradise — Devil  Bat  (PRC),  plus  Jean  Parks 

orchestra  on  stage  110 

United  Artists — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M) 145 


Brownout  Has  Depressing  Effect 
On  Grosses  in  Cincinnati 

CINCINNATI — Brownouts  had  their  effect 
on  patronage  in  certain  spots  in  this  area, 
suburban  houses  especially.  Columbia  fea- 
tured the  week  with  three  films  showing 
downtown.  The  weather  has  moderated  to  a 
springlike  warmth. 


Albee — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 105 

Capitol — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  2nd  wk 120 

Grand — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.,.110 
Keith's — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  3rd  wk...,105 

Lyric — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ);  Eadie  Was  a 

Lady  (Col)  95 

Palace — Tomorrow  the  World  (UA)  110 

Shubert — Barbary  Coast  (FC);  Pack  Up  Your 
Troubles  (FC)  100 


Bob  Tastes  Spring  Fever 
In  "Thunderhead"  Magic 

By  R.  F.  KLINGENSMITH 

PITTSBURGH — Exhibitors  who  attended  a 
tradeshowing  of  20th-Fox’s  “Thunderhead, 
Son  of  Flicka,”  left  the  screening  room  with 
“spring  fever.”  The  sequel  to  the  famous 
horse  picture,  which  offers  the  identical  cast 
including  Roddy  McDowall,  Preston  Foster 
and  Rita  Johnson,  is  beautifully  photographed 
in  Technicolor  and  it  is  the  wholesome  out- 
door type  of  offering  which  is  popular  with 
all  audiences.  For  one  hour  and  20  minutes 
the  members  of  the  local  trade  audience  were 
“far  away”  and  following  the  film  exchange 
screening  the  “spring  fever”  lingered  until, 
outside,  they  faced  the  near  zero  wintry 
blasts  and  more  snow  crackled  underfoot.  Ah, 
spring ! 


Fahrs  Reopens  Aris 

ERIE,  PA. — Aris,  managed  by  Tom  Fahrs, 
has  reopened  following  the  installation  of  a 
new  furnace. 


DETROIT — Jottings  at  the  recent  United 
Theatre  Equipment  Co.  opening: 

Houston  Morton  was  host  for  the  big  all 
day  and  night  affair,  with  many  gallant 
ladies  of  the  Row  assisting.  Wade  Allen,  his 
partner,  was  among  the  missing  when  we 
called.  Edward  DeLorme,  who  has  moved 
from  the  Midtown  to  the  Oakman,  reports  his 
wife  got  stuck  in  a snowbank  with  her  car. 

Henry  Hill  of  the  Civic  has  taken  the  late 
Manny  Schare’s  post  at  Jam  Handy.  Wayne 
Brenkert  was  discussing  his  great  days  on  the 
football  field.  George  Curran,  formerly  of 
the  Elite,  was  around.  Eddie  Jacobson  was 
celebrating  taking  over  the  Davison  from  Sol 
Krim,  who  never  opened  it.  In  the  mean- 
time, Eddie  is  understudy  at  the  Krim  Thea- 
tre. Mrs.  Harold  Bergman,  new  BOXOFFICE 
reader,  is  a cousin  of  Eddie. 

James  Cunningham  of  the  Stone  kept  us 
guessing.  Fred  Dickely  was  trying  to  get  Jake 
Schreiber  a job  as  publicity  man  for  Eddie 
Jacobson.  Nick  Tsoukalas  of  the  Carmen 
was  out  to  visit  Jake  Wentzel,  for  whom  he 
was  operator  at  the  old  Monarch  in  1914.  Joe 


Thieves  Take  400-lb.  Safe 
From  Columbus  Clinton 

COLUMBUS  — Safe  - toting  robbers,  who 
have  been  making  Columbus  theatres  their 
target,  recently  carried  a 400-pound  iron 
safe  from  a second  floor  office  of  the  neigh- 
borhood Clinton  Theatre.  For  their  herculean 
labors,  the  thieves  will  get  only  $150  in  coin 
and  $25  in  war  stamps,  provided  they  can  get 
the  safe  open.  The  robbers  evidently  carried 
the  safe  down  the  stairs  and  out  a side  en- 
trance, Hal  Lyman,  manager  said. 

In  addition  to  the  Clinton,  two  other  Co- 
lumbus neighborhood  theatres  were  broken 
into  on  the  same  day.  The  Hudson  Theatre 
reported  someone  broke  the  lock  off  the  front 
door  and  ransacked  the  office  and  basement. 
Loss  was  undetermined.  The  Parsons  Theatre 
reported  that  thieves,  who  forced  open  the 
front  door,  ransacked  an  office  desk  and  took 
$3  in  change. 

About  a month  ago  a 300-pound  safe  was 
taken  from  the  neighborhood  Eastern  Thea- 
tre. A quantity  of  change  and  $75  in  war 
stamps  were  in  the  loot. 


Sullivan  told  us  more  of  the  feats  of  Tiny 
Tim. 

Bill  Warendorp  has  moved  to  the  Great 
Lakes  after  15  years  at  the  Iris,  replacing 
Harrison  Cronkhite. 

Bill  Marley  of  National  Theatre  Engineer- 
ing and  Joe  Beck  of  the  Maxine  were  in  to 
wish  good  luck.  Ed  Gibson  of  the  Downtown 
and  the  missus  were  among  the  visitors.  Rog 
Kennedy  was  in  for  a nice  long  visit  . . . Jack 
Colwell  of  the  Ace  tells  us  the  Detroit  Elks 
beat  Pontiac  in  a ten-team  tournament  by  71 
pins,  but  he  won’t  reveal  his  own  score. 

Mrs.  Gil  Light  is  visiting  in  California.  Roy 
Swistak  celebrates  his  11th  anniversary  at  the 
Midway  February  28.  Cliff  Williams  of  the 
Victory  was  appointed  chief  opener  of  the  new 
beer  keg.  Frank  MacDonald  of  the  Michigan 
went  to  New  York  on  his  honeymoon.  Douglas 
Matthews,  Motiograph  executive,  and  Ernie 
Forbes,  were  among  the  guests. 

Fred  Debrescu,  son  of  John  D.  of  the  Wes- 
town,  has  chalked  up  26  missions  over  Ger- 
many. Frank  Miles  of  the  Booth  was  learning 
football  history  from  Wayne  Brenkert.  Leon- 
ard Swistak,  Bill’s  son,  is  with  the  marines 
in  the  South  Pacific. 


Personal  Notes  on  UTE  Opening 
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Ray  Allison's  Theatres  Observe 
Their  Twentieth  Anniversary 


ALTOONA,  PA. — Ray  Allison,  owner  and 
operator  of  the  Rivoli  and  Hollywood  the- 
atres, listed  among  the  first  independently 
owned  and  operated  theatres  in  western 
Pennsylvania,  has  spent  practically  his  en- 
tire life  in  show  business. 

As  a boy  of  seven  he  started  as  an  usher 
in  the  old  Deimer  Theatre,  a legitimate 
house  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  where  after  eight 
years  he  became  assistant  manager  at  $10 
a week. 

Prior  to  going  into  exhibition,  Ray  workec 
for  Paramount  13  years,  starting  with  the 
company  in  Kansas  City  when  this  company 
was  known  as  Famous  Players,  and  had  at 
the  time  just  six  feature  releases. 

He  served  in  a number  of  exchange  cen- 
ters in  almost  every  capacity  from  advertis- 
ing and  shipping  to  booking  and  sales,  and 
under  many  men,  some  of  them  later  being 
recognized  among  the  industry’s  leading 
executives,  such  as  Sidney  Kent,  George 
Weeks,  Harry  Ross,  Harris  Wolfberg,  Mike 
Lewis  and  A.  D.  Flinton,  who  controlled  the 
state  rights  for  Paramount  Pictures  through- 
out the  middle  west  in  the  pioneering  days. 

As  far  back  as  1923  Ray  was  able  to  fore- 
see the  many  evils  that  were  taking  hold  oi 
the  industry.  The  strong  were  eliminating 
the  weak.  The  independent  exhibitor  didn’t 
have  a chance. 

Fought  Fire  With  Fire 

After  long  and  careful  planning  he  fig- 
ured there  was  but  one  solution — you  had 
to  fight  fire  with  fire,  strength  with  strength. 
So  Ray  resigned  his  job  in  September,  1923, 
after  conceiving  the  idea  of  associating  the 
independent  exhibitors  into  a buying  organi- 
zation, an  idea  he  thought  would  bring 
about  harmony  between  exhibitors  and  dis- 
tributors. 

This  plan  was  accepted  by  87  representa- 
tive exhibitors  who  signed  contracts  for  him 
to  represent  them,  among  whom  were  in- 
cluded the  Rowland  & Clark  Theatres,  pio- 
neer operators  of  Pittsburgh. 

This  organization  was  hardly  under  way 
when  the  major  distributors  began  acquiring 
theatres  and  bought  up  60  theatres  he  had 
under  contract,  which  was  the  beginning  of 
the  end  of  the  first  cooperative  buying  or- 
ganization. 

Still  determined,  Ray  hid  his  pride  and 
decided  to  head  for  the  smaller  communities 
and  build  a chain  of  theatres  of  his  own. 
Result:  Rivoli  & Hollywood  Theatres,  which 
is  now  operating  in  its  20th  year.  Ray  per- 
sonally drew  the  plans  and  supervised  con- 
struction of  his  Rivoli,  Altoona,  Pa.,  and 
the  Rivoli,  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  which  rank 
among  the  finest  of  the  small  town  the- 
atres in  this  district. 

Treats  Patrons  Fairly 

He  has  retained  the  goodwill  of  the  people 
in  the  communities  where  he  has  operated 
theatres  because  he  has  never  taken  ad- 
vantage of  any  situation  to  deprive  or  over- 
charge his  patrons  to  see  the  best  of  the 
industry’s  pictures. 

He  is  married  and  has  two  grown  children, 
a son  Bud,  and  a daughter  Marcelle,  and 
three  grandchildren,  two  boys  and  a girl. 

“Courtesy  to  everyone”  has  been  his  by- 


word. He  worked  for  over  12  years  in  the 
early  stages  of  his  venture  without  a vaca- 
tion. He  has  a home  in  Florida,  but  had 
spent  very  little  time  there  until  1940  when 
he  was  stricken  seriously  ill  and  remained 
away  from  his  business  for  14  months. 

Allison  is  a lover  of  all  forms  of  sports — 
prizefighting,  horse  racing,  fishing,  golfing, 
hunting,  etc. 

He  says  the  longer  he  is  in  the  theatre 
business  the  less  he  knows  about  it,  but 
states  if  he  had  his  life  to  live  over  again 
he  would  still  prefer  the  show  business,  be- 
cause no  other  field  offers  greater  oppor- 
tunity for  advancement,  thrills  and  excite- 
ment than  it  does. 


Pittsburgh  WAC  to  Meet 
Feb.  25  at  William  Penn 

PITTSBURGH— The  WAC  will  stage  its 
first  Sunday  luncheon-meeting  here  in  the 
William  Penn  Hotel  February  25  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Red  Cross  fund  drive.  W.  A. 
Scully,  Universal  general  sales  manager,  will 
preside  and  speakers  will  include  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  RKO  president  and  national  chair- 
man of  the  industry’s  Red  Cross  drive,  other 
representatives  of  the  Red  Cross  and  a war 
veteran. 

Exhibitors  will  be  invited  to  attend  the 
meeting  and  all  film  managers,  sales  repre- 
sentatives, office  managers  and  bookers  are 
expected  to  be  present.  Rathvon,  Scully  and 
party  will  attend  a similar  meeting  in  Cleve- 
land the  following  day,  coming  to  Pittsburgh 
after  speaking  in  Washington  and  Phila- 
delphia. 


COLUMBUS 


fyjr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Roettger  had  a pre- 

x Valentine  gift  with  the  arrival  of  a baby 
boy.  Roettger  is  manager  of  the  Boulevard, 
neighborhood  theatre. 

Ken  Renaud,  United  Artists  exploiteer,  is 
in  town  in  advance  of  opening  of  “I’ll  Be 
Seeing  You”  at  Loew’s  Ohio. 

When  too  many  wives  of  members  of  the 
Variety  Club  became  ill  from  winter  colds, 
the  men  stepped  in  and  staged  the  annual 
“Ladies’  ” Valentine  ball  at  the  club. 

Capt.  Robert  Crawford,  composer  of  the  of- 
ficial army  air  corps  song,  is  in  town  in  con- 
junction with  the  showing  of  “Winged  Vic- 
tory.” Captain  Crawford  sang  his  song  in 
two  appearances  at  Loew’s  Ohio,  was  guest  at 
a press  luncheon  and  broadcast  on  local  in- 
terview programs. 

One  local  neighborhood  theatre  beat  the 
fuel  shortage  by  having  a lobby  poster  an- 
nouncing “This  theatre  is  unheated.  If  you 
want  your  money  back,  ask  at  the  boxoffice.” 
The  audience,  bundled  well  in  overcoats, 
didn’t  seem  to  mind.  There  were  few  requests 
for  refunds. 


MAKE  (fO&±  OF MONEY  PLAYING 

WAHOO 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 


Gov.  Frank  J.  Lausche,  Mayor  James  A. 
Rhodes  and  Bishop  Michael  J.  Ready,  newly 
installed  as  head  of  the  Columbus  Catholic 
diocese,  are  new  honorary  members  of  the 
Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  2. 

Hubert  Scott,  former  manager  of  Loew’s 
Broad,  now  with  United  Artists  in  the  mid- 
west territory,  was  a visitor. 


Brenkerl  at  Midseason 


Lifts  Average  2 Points 

DETROIT  — Brenkert  Projectors  moved 
their  lead  up  to  two  points  in  a week  of  high 
scores  in  the  Nightingale  League: 


Team — Won  Lost 

Brenkert  Projectors  31  20 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  29  22 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment  29  22 

National  Theatre  Supply  27  24 

National  Carbon  Co 24  27 

Altec  Sound  Service  24  27 

McArthur's  Motiograph  21  30 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply 19  32 


Three  of  the  bpys  rolled  in  the  600  class:  Jack  Hall, 
624,  including  a 233  and  a 199;  Jack  Lindenthal,  613, 
including  a 202  and  a 222,  and  Carl  Mingoine,  601, 
including  a 246.  Other  high  scores:  Roy  Thomp- 
son, 219;  Percy  Huebner,  214,  and  Loren  Loy,  203. 
Midseason  averages  for  the  league  are: 


Roy  Thompson  175 

Jack  Hall  174 

Jack  Lindenthal  174 

Carl  Mingoine  167 

Jack  Colwell  167 

Gilbert  Light  166 

William  Fouchey  163 

Clifford  Williams  162 

Edgar  Douville  161 

Clarence  Moroney  ....160 

Floyd  Akins  160 

Matt  Haskins  159 

Loren  Loy  158 

John  Goossen  156 

Romulus  Albu  156 

Roy  Light  151 


Percy  Huebner  151 

William  Swistak  149 

Hans  Larsen  148 

Walter  Rosmys  146 

Michael  Creel  146 

Carrol  Kemp  145 

Calvin  Day  143 

Michael  Badarak  142 

William  Warendorp.  140 

George  Haskins  139 

Ray  Gagnon  137 

Frank  MacDonald  135 

Robert  Seeley  133 

Robert  Armstrong  133 

Charles  Ross  128 

M.  E.  Donlon  123 


Oppose  Ticket  Tax  Shift, 
Wood  of  ITOO  Advises 


COLUMBUS  — Opposition  to  the  proposed 
repeal  of  the  Ohio  three  per  cent  amusements 
admissions  tax  was  voiced  by  P.  J.  Wood,  sec- 
retary of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
Ohio,  in  his  February  2 bulletin.  The  proposed 
repeal,  embodied  in  house  bill  No.  95,  would 
permit  municipalities  to  take  over  the  tax. 

“While  at  first  blush,”  said  Wood,  “it  might 
appear  that  this  legislation  would  benefit 
some  theatre  owners,  it  is  very  objectionable 
because  it  opens  up  a wide  and  dangerous 
field  of  local  taxation  upon  admissions,  with 
no  ceiling  on  the  rate.  In  other  words,  one 
city  in  a county  might  have  a three  per  cent 
admissions  tax,  while  the  rate  in  an  adjacent 
town  in  the  same  county  might  be  four,  five 
or  even  ten  per  cent. 

“I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  ITOO  should 
oppose  the  bill,”  said  Wood. 


Real  Wells  in  Coshocton 
For  the  March  of  Dimes 

COSHOCTON,  OHIO  — James  Salmans, 
manager  of  Warners’  Sixth  Street,  left  noth- 
ing to  chance  in  his  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign. Sponsored  by  local  officials,  he  placed 
two  wishing  wells  on  Main  St. 

These  were  not  paper  wishing  wells,  but 
real  wells,  with  lumber  donated  by  the  Glea- 
son Lumber  Co.  A hardware  store  con- 
tributed the  pulleys  and  the  buckets  and 
manual  labor  was  by  boys  of  the  manual  arts 
department  of  one  of  the  high  schools.  John 
Gray,  a local  sign  painter,  added  his  bit  to 
dress  up  the  wells. 

Dick  Powell  Heads  Back 
To  Pittsburgh  Stage 

PITTSBURGH— Dick  Powell,  who  entered 
films  via  the  Stanley  Theatre  here  where  he 
was  emcee  for  several  seasons,  is  returning 
to  that  house  for  a one-day  stand,  Thursday, 
March  8.  He  will  make  appearances  in  con- 
nection with  his  latest  starring  picture,  RKO’s 
“Murder,  My  Sweet,”  in  which  he  is  seen  as 
a hard-as-a-nail  private  detective,  a role  en- 
tirely different  from  anything  he  had  per- 
formed formerly  on  stage  or  screen.  Powell’s 
last  appearance  here  was  as  a member  of  the 
Hollywood  caravan  in  connection  with  a war 
bond  drive. 
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Joltings  on  Variety 
Anniversary  Dinner 

DETROIT — Tablecloth  notes  jotted  down 
at  the  recent  Variety  Club  anniversary  din- 
ner: 

Earl  Hudson  did  a beautiful  job  as  toast- 
master, not  to  mention  as  standin  when  the 
newsreel  men  were  focusing.  Sen  Homer 
Ferguson  sent  regrets  from  Washington.  Ab- 
sent past  chief  barkers  included  Lieut.  John 
Howard,  Edgar  E.  Kirchner,  Henderson  M. 
Richey  and  John  McPherson.  Jack  Flynn  an- 
nounced the  Leon  Levi  Hospital  committee 
as  follows:  David  M.  Idzal,  chairman:  Lew 
Wisper,  Frank  Wetsman,  Earl  Hudson  and 
Frank  J.  Downey. 

Edward  C.  Beatty  of  Butterfield  received 
a highly  popular  special  award  for  “out- 
standing service  and  leadership  in  the  in- 
dustry.” Mayor  Jeffries,  noting  that  Variety 
does  things  in  a big  way,  added  that  “the 
movie  industry  has  contributed  greatly  to  the 
color  and  flash  of  American  life.” 

Ted  Ershick  Has  Booth  Fire 

Governor  Kelly,  recovering  from  an  opera- 
tion, was  among  the  missing.  Ted  Ershick 
of  the  Avenue  had  a booth  fire — Gil  Lubin 
was  working,  but  escaped  injury — just  before 
the  big  party.  A1  Dezel  saved  the  day  by 
rushing  two  reels  from  Chicago  to  replace 
those  destroyed. 

Bill  Potts,  upstate  exhibitor,  got  lost  in  the 
crowd  when  we  tried  to  find  him.  Fred 
Sweet  of  the  Cinema  was  another  who  didn’t 
make  it  to  our  table.  Bill  Hurlbut  was  at  the 
door  with  the  big  seating  list. 

Bill  Kent  tells  us  his  son  John,  former 
Paramount  salesman  at  Seattle,  is  back  from 
the  European  front  for  an  operation  at  a 
Cambridge,  Ohio,  hospital,  after  receiving 
four  wounds.  Charles  Agree,  architect,  was 
the  envy  of  many.  He  had  a cigar.  Frank 
Crowe  made  it  by  putting  his  boss’  brother- 
in-law  to  work  for  the  evening.  Elmer  C. 
Biehl  of  the  Paradise  was  there  for  the  spot- 
light job;  also  Jack  Knauff,  Gus  Wandrei 
and  A1  Embree.  Rog  Kennedy,  Frank  Kin- 
sora  and  Clayton  Wilkinson  among  those 
present. 

In  a “Deep  Conference” 

Frank  Fitzsimmons  and  Jack  Ferentz  were 
in  a deep  conference,  joined  later  by  Mana- 
ger Arthur  Rozen.  Louis  Lutz  of  the  Uptown 
moved  up  to  the  press  table.  Ollie  Brooks, 
Carl  Buermele,  Dave  Flayer  and  Jack  Zide 
were  among  the  doormen.  Oscar  Gorelick 
and  Joe  Ellul  paired  off  just  above  us,  with 
Jack  Krass  next  in  line.  E.  C.  Shields  and 
Judge  Picard  were  at  the  Butterfield  table. 
Walter  Shafer  took  his  landlord,  Charles 
Miller,  away  from  the  press  table  gang. 

Charlie  Snyder  and  Abner  Larned  paired 
half-way  back.  Jack  Keegan  was  busy  look- 
ing for  Jack  Goldhar.  Earl  Hudson’s  quip: 
“First  time  that  showmen  ran  short  of  seats 
on  Monday  night.”  We  met  Paul  Field  and 
Nate  Goldstick  at  the  door.  Ray  Meurer  and 
Dave  Newman  were  among  the  other  legal 
lights.  Ray  Branch,  Harlan  Starr  and  Fred 
Pennell  were  at  the  No.  1 table. 

Herman  Dignan  was  billed  as  a double  fea- 
ture. Bill  Kent  was  hit  by  a tennis  ball  from 
the  act.  Jay  Frankel  had  a nice  seat  in  dead 
center. 

Maxie  Gealer  was  in  from  Flint  with  a rec- 
ord of  $2.12  per  seat  in  his  532-seat  Rialto 
for  the  March  of  Dimes  and  a total  of 
$1,130.60.  It  was  only  $1.74  a seat  last  year! 

Harry  Bessey,  vice-president,  and  Paul 
Thomas,  treasurer  of  Altec,  were  in  from  New 
York.— HFR. 


Sound  System  to  Reformatory 

DETROIT — Altec  Sound  Service  has  super- 
vised installation  of  Simplex  E sound  sys- 
tem in  the  Michigan  Reformatory  at  Ionia, 
and  the  Jefferson  Theatre,  here,  for  David 
Newman. 


MIDEAST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Jeff  Williams  was  a 

builder  before  he  con- 
structed the  Roseville, 
Roseville,  Mich.,  in 
1920.  From  then  on,  it 
was  pictures  forever. 
He  has  been  managing 
the  Roseville  since. 
Later  he  built  the  East 
Detroit,  East  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  now  oper- 
ates both  houses.  The 
former  seats  1,136,  the 
latter  947.  From  the 
first  he  has  been  a progressive  showman,  im- 
proving his  theatres  whenever  necessary,  al- 
ways keeping  abreast  of  advances  in  the  film 
industry.  Fishing  and  yachting  are  his  hob- 
bies. A veteran  of  World  War  I,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  American  Legion  and  VFW. 

Howe  Military  Acad- 
emy and  an  A.  B.  from 
the  University  of  Mich- 
igan provided  a back- 
ground for  Martin  G. 

Smith’s  entry  into  the 
industry  when  he  and 
his  father  opened  the 
East  Auditorium,  To- 
ledo, in  1913.  In  1914 
he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  James  A. 

Beidler.  Today  the 
Smith  & Beidler  The- 
atres includes  the  East  Auditorium,  East- 
wood,  Westwood,  Park  and  Royal — all  in  To- 
ledo. In  conjunction  with  Beidler  and  Skirball 
Bros.,  he  owns  the  Palace  and  Pantheon.  He 
is  a member  of  the  draft  board  of  Lucas 
County  and  many  fraternal  organizations. 


Charles  A.  Komer  had 

his  first  contact  with 
pictures  in  Detroit  in 
1919.  He  currently  op- 
erates the  Redford, 
Royal  Oak,  Punch  & 
Judy,  Whittier,  Jewel 
and  Macomb,  all  in 
Detroit.  Both  the  Red- 
ford  and  Royal  Oak 
are  2,000-seaters.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Ma- 
sons, Variety  and 
Franklin  Hills  clubs, 
and  is  a director  of  Cooperative  Theatres  of 
Michigan.  His  hobbies  are  golf  and  fishing. 
His  son,  Lieut.  Adolph,  is  a Liberator  pilot,  at 
present  interned  at  Stalag  Luft  III.  Another 
son,  Myron,  is  a mechanical  specialist  with 
the  air  force  in  the  Southwest  Pacific. 

Paul  Gusdanovic  did 

not  immediately  relin- 
quish all  of  his  inter- 
est in  the  dry  goods 
business  when  he  be- 
came enthused  about 
pictures  in  1910.  After 
two  years  in  the  indus- 
try, he  gave  up  his 
store  and  devoted  all 
his  time  to  exhibiting. 

In  subsequent  years  he 
acquired  the  Avaion, 

Corlett,  Regent  and 
LaSalle— all  in  Cleveland.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitor 
League  and  also  the  ITO  of  Ohio.  His  hobby 
is  travel.  Daughters  Anna,  Pauline  and  Rita 
are  married;  another  daughter,  Viola,  is  an 
art  museum  curator  in  Providence,  R.  I. 


Fred  DeLodder  started 
in  show  business  “on 
his  nerve,”  in  1911. 
Previously  he  had  for 
20  years  been  a cabinet 
maker,  and  he  held  his 
old  job,  just  in  case 
theatres  would  not 
succeed.  He  was  man- 
ager, stagehand,  usher, 
janitor  and  sometimes 
projectionist  for  his 
first  house,  the  Or- 
pheum,  Detroit,  lo- 
cated on  the  site  of  his  present  Del-The,  built 
in  1916.  Other  Detroit  theatres  under  his 
managment  are  Your,  Maxine,  Aloma,  Flam- 
ingo, East-End  and  Plaza.  He  has  been  af- 
filiated with  “every  theatre  organization 
Michigan  ever  had.” 

Henry  Sadlowski’s  fa- 
ther operated  the 
Crane  in  Detroit, 

Mich.,  for  five  years 
before  Henry  became 
the  active  manager  of 
the  theatre.  And  since 
that  day  in  1923  Sad- 
lowski  has  without  in- 
terruption conducted 
that  house  with  the 
most  scrupulous  regard 
for  the  needs  of  his 
patrons.  Sadlowski 
gives  all  his  time  to  his  theatre.  His  interest 
in  civic  affairs  is  mild,  and  he  does  not  cur- 
rently hold  any  public  office,  nor  does  he  be- 
long to  any  fraternal  or  exhibitor  associa- 
tions. It  is  not  the  least  surprising  that 
Sadlowski  is  an  enthusiastic  photographer. 


Before  August  Ilg  went 
into  partnership  with 
George  Schenker  on 
July  1,  1911,  purchas- 
ing the  Star  Theatre 
in  Lorain,  Ohio,  he 
was  a refrigeration  and 
gas  engineer.  The 
house  turned  out  to 
have  140  seats  and  400 
rats!  All  Ilg’s  knowl- 
edge of  refrigeration 
could  not  freeze  out 
the  rats.  He  was  the 
first  vice-president  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, a past  president  of  the  Rotary  Club 
and  current  member  of  that  organization.  He 
is  affiliated  with  no  exhibitor  organization. 
Ilg’s  favorite  sport  is  golf.  He  has  one  child — 
a daughter,  Elizabeth  Anne. 

Mt.  Union  and  Six 
Mile  Run  have  known 
that  J.  C.  Shapiro’s 
family  has  been  in  the 
Pennsylvania  amuse- 
ment field  since  1917. 

His  father,  J.  S.  Sha- 
piro, opened  the  Sha- 
piro theatres  in  both 
these  cities.  In  1931 
J.  C.  Shapiro  took  ovei 
the  management  of 
the  house  and  has  op- 
erated them  since 

then.  Joe,  as  friends  call  him,  is  a golfer, 
hunter,  Rotarian,  father  of  two  children,  has 
varied  business  interests  and  belongs  to  no 
exhibitor  organization.  “Motion  picture  busi- 
ness is  interesting  and  fascinating,”  he  says. 
“I  love  the  silver  screen.” 
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'Theatrical  Post  Notes:  The  big  meet  of  the 

post  was  held  Lincoln’s  birthday  . . . 
Harry  Carson,  scribe  and  general  public  re- 
lations chief  of  the  post,  just  finished  his 
first  half-century  . . . The  members  are 
busy  building  up  the  Legion  Memorial  Home 
fund. 

Short  Circuits:  Sgt.  Milton  Jacobson  of 
the  Midtown  came  home  on  furlough  this 
week  from  Santa  Fe,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
Evelyn  and  daughter  Leslie  Ann,  who  have 
been  making  a temporary  home  near  his 
station  . . . Mac  Krim,  now  a war  correspond- 
ent at  the  front,  is  learning  bull  fighting 
technique  during  his  stay  in  Spain,  his 
brother  reports  . . . Mike  Thomas,  manager 
of  the  Irving  for  Associated,  is  leaving  March 
3 for  Los  Angeles  for  his  health,  and  will 
probably  join  a theatre  organization  there. 

Under  the  Marquees:  Marjorie  Drake  of 
the  Harper  is  reported  due  for  questioning 
by  the  FBI.  She  has  been  a daily  visitor  to 
the  downtown  shows  to  see  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo,”  and  they’re  wondering  why! 
(It’s  Van  Johnson)  . . . Harry  B.  Oliver  and 
Sam  A.  Tanner  completed  their  deal  to  take 
over  the  Courtesy  at  4 p.  m.  Heating  trouble 
was  immediately  reported,  and  at  6 p.  m.  he 
had  a stoker  delivered  at  the  house  for  in- 
stallation. That’s  speed  these  days. 

Private  Jacobson,  who  had  a long  spell 
of  illness  in  the  army,  has  received  a medical 
discharge,  and  is  back  running  the  Stone 
Theatre  . . . Mrs.  Jack  Krass  of  the  Coliseum 
regrets  she  was  a lady  because  of  having  to 
miss  the  big  Variety  party  . . . Jack  Susami, 
owner  of  the  Rupert,  was  held  up  by  a youth- 
ful bandit  who  took  the  day’s  receipts,  $169, 
at  the  close  of  the  show  Tuesday  night. 

Arthur  B.  Pfleiderer,  who  was  father-con- 
fessor to  the  Fox  for  some  years  of  financial 
storm  and  stress,  has  been  elected  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Metropolitan  Detroit  council 
of  American  Youth  Hostels  . . . Julius  Fischer 
of  the  Rogers  is  celebrating  his  25th  year  in 
show  business.  He  started  with  his  father, 
the  late  Ruby  Fisher,  at  the  Holbrook  shortly 
after  World  War  I ...  A Filmrow  visitor 
was  Harry  Lush,  from  the  now-distant  vil- 
lage of  Plymouth. 

Nightingale  Songs:  F.  H.  Akins,  bowling 
secretary,  reports  the  boys  are  turning  in 
plenty  high  scores  of  late  . . . Roy  Light,  after 
checking  his  score,  reports  he  is  living  up  to 
his  name,  “One  Ball  Light”  . . . Matt  Haskin 
of  the  Cinderella  and  Joseph  LaRose,  man- 
ager of  the  Eastown,  had  lunch  together  . . . 
Frank  MacDonald  of  the  Michigan  missed 
bowling  so  he  could  be  married. 

Drug  Store  Stuff:  Ed  Long’s  company  has 
been  going  down  in  “them  thar  hills”  for  its 
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current  advertising  inspiration  . . . Pete  Simon 
jr.  sent  his  dad  a pair  of  wooden  shoes  from 
Belgium  . . . Herbert  Berman  and  Charlie 
Garner  of  PRC  and  Artkino,  respectively, 
were  bemused  by  the  foggy  windshield  situa- 
tion in  the  drug  store. 

Up  in  the  Booths:  Homer  Dillenbeck  of 
the  Dox  was  on  one  of  his  rare  visits  down- 
town . . . Glenn  Harnden  of  the  Cinderella 
reports  the  operating  department  in  a “state 
of  coma”  . . . Ray  Gagnon,  for  the  record, 
is  permanently  stationed  at  the  Cinderella, 
with  Frederick  Ferguson,  who  was  there  for 
a time,  headed  south  permanently  . . . Fred 
Warendorp,  who  was  at  the  Highland  Park, 
is  now  working  the  extra  board. 

Exchanges:  Pvt.  Byron  Goodwillie,  former- 
ly with  National  Screen,  is  back  in  the 
Moluccas  after  a 45-day  furlough  in  Aus- 
tralia . . . Bill  Flemion,  PRC,  coming  down 
on  the  last  elevator  trip  of  the  day  . . . Eddie 
Loye  of  RKO  is  “president”  over  a group  of 
booking  booths  neatly  and  newly  fenced  in 
with  placards  . . . Margie  Rice,  PRC,  says 
she  misses  that  old  green  time  clock. 

Lou  Berman,  Universal  salesman,  reports 
his  staff  still  is  in  top  place  in  the  Bill  Scully 
drive,  and  it  means  three  weeks’  salary  . . . 
Which  gal  at  Republic  is  sporting  that  beauty 
mark  on  one  knee?  . . . Ben  Bimner,  RKO 
salesman,  and  Madeline  Goldhar,  daughter  of 
Jack  Goldhar,  United  Artists  divisional  man- 
ager, were  married  here,  February  7.  Among 
the  guests  were  four  UA  managers:  Harry 
Gold,  eastern  division;  Morrie  Orr,  Cleveland; 
William  Shartin,  Pittsburgh,  and  Harris 
Dudelson,  Cincinnati. 

Aged  Secretary  of  Harris, 
Charles  S.  Black,  Is  Dead 

PITTSBURGH— Charles  Shaler  Black,  87, 
secretary  for  a quarter  of  a century  to  for- 
mer Sen.  Frank  J.  Harris,  president  of  the 
Harris  Amusement  Cos.,  died  recently  at  his 
home  in  Mount  Lebanon. 

Black  was  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
militia  assigned  to  guard  President  U.  S. 
Grant  at  the  Philadelphia  sesquicentennial 
in  1877.  He  also  served  in  the  legislature 
and  was  a south  side  alderman  and  a clerk 
of  quarter  sessions  court. 

For  many  years  he  operated  Tammany,  the 
meeting  place  of  city  officials  and  stage  stars. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Amen 
Corner. 

He  is  survived  by  a son,  Oliver  A.,  and  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Harmar  D.  Wensel  and  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Black.  Services  were  held  last 
Saturday  in  the  Beinhauer  Mortuary  here. 


Cincinnati  Red  Cross 
Meet  Will  Be  Feb.  24 

CINCINNATI  — Allan  Moritz,  Columbia 
manager  here,  will  preside  for  the  first  time 
as  area  WAC  distributor  chairman  at  the 
Red  Cross  luncheon  February  24  at  the  Neth- 
erland  Plaza  Hotel.  The  luncheon  is  a “must” 
for  all  salesmen  and  representatives  of  the 
industry  in  this  area. 

Arthur  Frudenfeld,  RKO  Theatres  division 
manager,  is  chairman  for  exhibitors. 
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TEN  YEARS  AGO 

* * * 

PITTSBURGH  — From  BOXOFFICE  files 

ten  years  ago: 

Loew’s  Penn  reduction  of  admission  from 
60  to  40  cents  touched  off  a price  war.  The 
house  presented  a triple-threat  program 
which  included  a stage  revue  with  60  artists, 
including  Milton  Berle,  Cardini,  Chilton  and 
Thomas,  M-G-M’s  “Biography  of  a Bachelor 
Girl”  and  the  first  issue  of  “March  of  Time.” 
This  show  set  the  signal  for  general  first  run 
slashes  and  prevented  the  Pitt  from  re- 
opening. Neighborhood  exhibitors  gnashed 
their  teeth  (and  plates)  as  the  public  re- 
sponded to  the  new  downtown  cut  rates  . . . 
A.  P.  Way,  DuBois;  Bill  Brown,  Tarentum, 
and  Fred  J.  Herrington  were  named  to  the 
local  Allied  exhibitor  legislative  committee. — 
RFK. 


The  Previous  Week 

PITTSBURGH— From  BOXOFFICE  files 

10  years  ago: 

Loew’s  Penn,  one  of  three  downtown  houses 
presenting  stage  shows  with  feature  pictures, 
reduced  top  admission  from  60  to  40  cents 
. . . N.  G.  Anas’  safe  was  dynamited  at  Weir- 
ton  and  $1,500  was  stolen  . . . Reichblum  cir- 
cuit acquired  the  West  End,  Uniontown  . . . 
John  H.  Harris  staged  the  show  for  the  local 
President’s  ball,  with  Mike  Cullen  assisting, 
and  with  these  committeemen:  Harry  Brown, 
George  D.  Tyson,  Harry  Kalmine,  Eugene  L. 
Connolly,  James  G.  Balmer  and  John  J. 
Maloney  ...  Ed  McDade  folded  the  Arnold 
...  A number  of  local  theatres  were  enrolled 
under  the  IATSE  banner  . . . Warners’  Plaza 
brought  a reduced  admission  grievance  case 
against  the  Metropolitan  . . . M-G-M’s  “David 
Copperfield”  won  our  Blue  Ribbon  Award. — 
RFK. 

AMPTO  Gives  Unanimous 
Okay  to  Red  Cross 

PITTSBURGH— The  board  of  directors  of 
the  AMPTO  of  western  Pennsylvania,  at  its 
regular  monthly  meeting  February  2,  went 
on  record  unanimously  endorsing  the  Red 
Cross  drive  which  will  be  observed  by  the 
motion  picture  industry  March  15  to  21,  in- 
clusive. 

AMPTO’s  first  membership  meeting  of  the 
year  was  held  February  12  at  exhibitors’  head- 
quarters on  Filmrow. 

Old  Majestic,  Mansfield, 
Collapses  Under  Snow 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO— The  30-year-old  Ma- 
jestic Theatre  here  collapsed  under  the  weight 
of  a foot  of  snow  and  ice  recently.  Several 
drivers  for  a taxicab  company,  which  had 
offices  in  the  building,  escaped  injury  when 
they  ran  into  the  street  on  hearing  a rum- 
bling noise  which  preceded  the  collapse.  The 
house  was  not  in  operation. 


Back  to  First  Run 

STEUBENVILLE,  OHIO— The  Capitol  here 
has  reverted  to  first  run  features  again  after 
many  weeks  of  first-class  stage  attractions, 
which  have  been  coming  in  from  the  Stanley, 
Pittsburgh,  each  Sunday  when  Pennsylvania 
laws  prohibit  stage  attractions  there.  The 
Capitol  for  years  has  been  getting  the  best 
in  vaudeville  and  musical  units,  and  topnotch 
dance  and  radio  bands  as  a result  of  the  tieup. 


Gayety  Now  First  Run 

AKRON — The  Gayety  here,  which  has  been 
playing  grind  burlesque  since  its  reopening 
last  fall,  has  inaugurated  a policy  of  first  run 
films  at  popular  prices.  The  house  originally 
was  a newsreel  theatre  but  this  proved  un- 
successful. 
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Benny  Says  GIs  Want 
Comics  and  Not  Cuties 

(From  Eastern  Edition) 

PHILADELPHIA— Jack  Benny,  appearing 
here  for  a March  of  Dimes  program  at  the 
Academy  of  Music,  January  23,  gave  a new 
slant  on  big  name  screen  actors  who  fail  to 
play  the  “foxhole  circuit.” 

Many  actors,  he  said,  would  like  to  appear 
before  the  troops  at  overseas  battle  stations, 
but  won’t  do  so  because  they  feel  they  are 
unable  to  do  anything  that  would  be  enter- 
taining. 

Emphasizing  what  he  termed  “the  unfair- 
ness of  such  criticism,”  Benny  said: 

“Actresses  like  Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Bette 
Davis  have  told  me  that  they  are  very  anxious 
to  make  the  overseas  trek,  but  they  feel  that 
the  GI  wants  more  than  a gal  to  come  out 
and  say  ‘I’m  very  glad  to  be  here.’ 

“It  takes  a guy  like  Bob  Hope,  Jolson  and 
the  others  who  have  experience  in  putting 
on  a show  to  do  a real  job  of  entertaining,” 
he  continued. 

Many  of  these  top  stars,  he  said,  would 
make  the  trip  if  they  could  be  part  of  a 
troupe  headed  by  men  like  Hope. 

“Soldiers  fresh  from  the  fighting  front 
want  more  than  a name  when  they  are  starv- 
ing for  a laugh,”  Benny  continued. 

He  revealed  that  he  expects  to  make  an- 
other tour  for  the  USO  next  summer,  adding 
that  the  so-called  hardships  of  such  trips  are 
not  half  as  tough  as  his  regular  schedule. 

Benny’s  radio  troupe,  augmented  by  Ann 
Sheridan,  Joan  Edwards,  Ralph  Edwards  and 
his  Truth  and  Consequences  show,  Isaac 
Stern,  concert  violinst,  and  Arthur  Lee  Sim- 
kins,  grossed  $17,700  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
for  their  stint. 

Most  of  Texas  Is  Free 
From  the  Brownout 

(From  Southern  Edition) 

DALLAS — Only  18  eastern  Texas  counties 
felt  the  brownout  of  lighted  outdoor  adver- 
tising displays  when  it  went  into  effect  Feb- 
ruary 1 on  WPB  orders.  All  other  parts  of 
the  state  were  exempted  from  the  order, 
which  limited  theatre  fronts  to  60  watts 
among  other  things. 

Affected  were  these  counties:  Bowie,  Cass, 
Marion,  Harrison,  Panola,  Shelby,  Rusk, 
Smith,  Gregg,  Upsher,  Camp,  Morris,  Red 
River,  Titus,  Franklin,  Hopkins,  Wood  and 
Van  Zandt,  all  of  which  are  served  by  the 
Southwest  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  of  Shreve- 
port, La.  Other  counties  in  northern  Louisi- 
ana and  southern  Arkansas  served  by  the 
Shreveport  company,  which  consumes  gas, 
are  similarly  affected.  A petition  by  the 
company  to  WPB  seeking  exemption  from 
the  order,  was  denied. 

Theatres  in  Oklahoma  City  darkened  their 
fronts.  The  Oklahoma  Gas  & Electric  Co. 
was  denied  its  appeal  to  WPB.  This  com- 
pany uses  oil  for  its  power. 


Sneak  Show  on  "Song" 

PITTSBURGH  — Columbia’s  “A  Song  to 
Remember,”  will  be  sneak  previewed  for 
members  of  the  trade  and  the  afternoon  pa- 
trons of  the  J.  P.  Harris  Theatre  Tuesday, 
February  20. 


Lyric  Has  Booth  Fire 

CINCINNATI — Fire  in  the  booth  destroyed 
a trailer  and  films  in  the  Lyric,  Lewisberg, 
operated  by  Nelson  Burris. 


$21,221  in  Columbus  Houses 

COLUMBUS — Theatregoers  here  gave  $21,- 
221.26  in  the  March  of  Dimes  collections, 
according  to  P.  J.  Wood,  March  of  Dimes 
state  chairman. 


CINCINNATI 


The  Cincinnati  Cinema  Club  will  meet  im- 
mediately  following  the  Red  Cross  lunch- 
eon drive  February  24  in  the  Netherland 
Plaza  . . . Ralph  Kinsler,  chief  barker  of 
the  Variety  Club,  called  a meeting  of  the 
board  for  February  19. 

Harry  Berman  is  being  transferred  from 
the  Albany  office  of  Columbia  to  take  over 
the  Columbus  territory  formerly  covered  by 
Nat  Kaplan.  Kaplan  and  his  wife  left  for 
Florida  where  they  expect  to  make  their 
home  . . . Columbia’s  auditor,  R.  McFadden, 
here  for  several  weeks,  is  leaving  . . . Clar- 
ence Kincaid,  formerly  connected  with  RKO 
Grand,  has  been  reported  killed  in  action  . . . 
Laura  Finney,  RKO  inspector,  resigned  to  go 
with  20th-Fox. 

The  Broadway,  Covington,  operated  by 
Ernst  Realty  Co.,  opened  February  14,  fol- 
lowing renovation,  and  equipment  with  new 
sound.  The  house  will  carry  on  the  policy 
of  the  Madison,  recently  destroyed  by  fire, 
until  the  new  Madison  is  built.  Many  more 
improvements  will  be  made  in  the  Broadway 
as  soon  as  priorities  will  permit,  according 
to  the  owners  . . . Paramount’s  invitational 
tradeshowing  of  “Bring  On  the  Girls”  Feb- 
ruary 16  drew  a capacity  house. 

Joe  Oulahan,  Paramount  manager,  and  his 
sales  crew  attended  a sales  confab  in  Cleve- 
land February  14-15  . . . Don  Galvin,  Bill 
Kerr,  Bob  Brown,  Ralph  Salyer  and  John 
Eifert,  Warners,  attended  a sales  conference 
presided  over  by  Jim  Abrose. 

The  girls  in  the  Warner  Club  had  a bowling 
party  at  the  Gibson  alleys.  Betty  Speicer 
was  high  with  210  for  single  and  577  for 
three  games.  Mary  Weller,  runnerup,  had  a 
high  single  of  172  . . . Fred  Helwig,  Para- 
mount West  Virginia  representative,  left  for 
induction.  Helwig  has  a wife  and  one  child, 
six  . . . Meryl  Dietz  has  been  added  to  the 
Warner  staff  . . . Helen  Fleming  is  on  the 
sick  list  . . . Cal  Leeder  spent  the  weekend 
in  Cleveland. 

Exchanges  report  plenty  of  mixups  in  the 
recent  fuel  closings  on  film  returns  and  pick- 
ups. Some  small  towns  are  still  closing  one 
night  a week,  although  the  ban  is  lifted  . . . 
Don  Reda,  now  with  the  armed  forces,  and 
Mrs.  Reda,  Vicco,  Ky„  exhibitors,  are  rejoic- 
ing over  the  birth  of  a son. 

Guy  Greathouse,  home  on  furlough,  and 
Mrs.  Greathouse,  Aurora,  Ind.,  visited  the 
Row  . . . Adeline  Ward  of  the  Elliot  Ward 
circuit,  Lexington,  also  was  in  . . . Ditto 


Manny  Marcus,  Indianapolis;  C.  B.  Criss, 
Barboursville,  and  Mrs.  Z.  T.  Womachs,  Gray- 
son, Ky. 

Shirley  Rauh  has  been  added  to  Metro’s 
billing  department  . . . Capt.  James  Doyle, 
former  Paramount  representative  now  serv- 
ing with  the  Rainbow  division  overseas,  sent 
greetings  to  all  friends  here  . . . Willis  Vance 
kept  his  20th  Century  open  during  the  recent 
ban.  All  patrons  were  informed  at  the  box- 
office  the  theatre  was  unheated,  to  keep  their 
wraps  and  overshoes  on,  and  that  ticket 
money  would  be  refunded  if  the  customer 
was  dissatisfied. 

The  Queen  City  Variety  Club  has  opened 
the  new  season  with  “something  doing  every 
Saturday  night.”  A new  card  club,  organized 
for  Monday  nights,  is  drawing  a group  of 
regulars. 

Eddie  Sonz,  special  representative  for  Na- 
tional Screen  Service,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Chicago  office.  Sonz,  who  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  local  office  for  over  ten  years, 
was  given  a dinner  by  the  Variety  Club  Feb- 
ruary 12. 

Award  Contract  to  Rebuild 
Guthrie  Showcase 

PRINCETON,  KY. — The  Princeton  Lumber 
Co.  has  been  awarded  a contract  to  rebuild 
a theatre  recently  destroyed  by  fire  at  Guth- 
rie with  a loss  of  $50,000  and  work  will 
start  soon. 

The  Newsreel  Theatre  Is 
Opened  in  Lansing,  Mich. 

LANSING,  MICH.— W.  B.  Potts  and  J.  M. 
McKernan  recently  opened  a short  subjects 
house  here  known  as  the  Downtown  News- 
reel Theatre. 


Kendis  to  Associated 

CLEVELAND — Leroy  Kendis,  formerly  of 
NSS,  has  joined  Associated  circuit  as  assistant 
to  Vice-President  Meyer  Fine  who  is  in 
charge  of  film  buying.  Kendis  was  associated 
with  his  father,  Philip  Kendis  in  Exhibitors 
Poster  Service  until  that  company  was  taken 
over  five  years  ago  by  NSS. 


Miss  Mary  Whalen  Now  Manager 

MT.  JEWETT,  PA. — Wally  Anderson,  cir- 
cuit exhibitor,  has  promoted  Miss  Mary 
Whalen,  former  office  secretary,  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Palace  here. 


The  Old  Lanterns  Are  Reliable 


LOUISVILLE — Warren  Shaffer  of  More- 
head,  Ky.,  operator  of  two  picture  theatres 
who  planned  to  use  oil  lamps  in  his  marquee 
when  electricity  was  banned,  was  the  sub- 
ject of  an  interesting  editorial  in  the  Louis- 
ville Times,  a paper  which  normally  is  rather 
reserved.  It  read: 

LANTERNS  ARE  RELIABLE 

“The  plan  of  Warren  Shaffer  of  Morehead 
to  light  the  marquees  of  his  two  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  with  kerosene  lanterns  was  de- 
feated but  reveals  one  man  who  lives  in  town 
but  is  not  a slave  of  the  electric  switch. 

“Lanterns  are  reliable.  Every  farmer  worth 
his  salt  did  part  of  his  work  by  lantern  light 
till  the  electric  flashlight  came  to  delight 
and  baffle  him. 

“Sundry  things  can  go  wrong  with  a flash- 


light, through  no  fault  of  its  user.  A kero- 
sene lantern  is  regularly  in  working  condi- 
tion if  it  is  supplied  with  oil. 

“Many  farmers  have  found  in  the  reliability 
of  the  lantern — since  dry  cells  became  rare 
in  market — compensation  for  loss  of  the  flash- 
light which,  like  everything  which  depends 
upon  electric  current,  is  time-and-labor- 
saving  when  it  isn’t  out  of  order  and  time- 
and-labor  consuming. 

“When  a kerosene  lantern  under  the  storm 
apron  heated  the  buggy,  more  or  less,  the 
luxury  of  the  closed  car  and  the  fan-driven 
current  of  warm  air  from  the  car  heater  were 
unknown.  But  the  lantern  didn’t  go  out  un- 
accountably. And  the  horse  could  be  started 
without  effort  in  coldest  weather.  Some- 
times he  started  too  readily.” 
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Jury  Upholds  Right  of  a Theatre 
To  Maintain  Order  in  House 


DETROIT — The  right  of  a theatre  owner 
to  maintain  order  within  a theatre,  and  par- 
ticularly to  insist  that  customers  coming 
into  the  house  shall  wait  in  line  for  seats 
when  there  is  a standout  crowd,  was  upheld 
by  a jury  trial  in  Wayne  County  circuit 
court  here. 

Suit  was  brought  by  Norman  P.  Silberstein, 
a Detroit  attorney,  against  United  Detroit 
Theatres  and  others,  after  he  alleged  that 
a private  detective  hit  him  over  the  head 
with  a night  stick  in  the  Fisher  Theatre, 
swank  uptown  second  run  house. 

Testimony,  as  brought  out  by  Raymond  J. 
Meurer,  as  counsel  for  UDT,  indicated  that 
Silberstein  had  gone  into  the  house,  and 
insisted  upon  going  up  to  the  mezzanine  to 
try  to  find  seats.  There  were  none,  and  an 
usher  asked  him  to  go  back  down  stairs, 
which  he  refused,  whereupon  the  private  de- 
tective was  called.  It  was  alleged  that  Sil- 
berstein first  pushed  the  detective,  who  then 
apparently  struck  him. 

A session  in  the  manager’s  office,  and  at 
the  police  station  the  next  day,  followed, 
with  Silberstein  asking  for  a warrant  against 
the  detective  for  felonious  assault,  which  was 
refused  by  the  prosecuting  attorney. 

A charge  of  disturbing  the  peace  was 
brought  against  Silberstein  by  the  detective, 
and  was  dismissed  by  Judge  Cristopher  J. 
Stein  in  recorders’  court,  but  Judge  Stein, 
who  has  gained  something  of  a national  rep- 
utation during  three  decades  on  the  bench 
as  a “horse-sense  Blackstone,”  warned  that 
he  would  testify  against  Silberstein  if  the 
latter  started  a damage  suit. 

Silberstein  nevertheless  sought  damages  of 
$50,000.  Judge  Stein  came  over  to  the  court 
room  to  testify  to  the  facts  in  the  criminal 
case  as  a voluntary  witness,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  jury  dismissed  the  case  as  hav- 
ing “no  cause  for  action.” 


"Victory"  at  Cleveland 

CLEVELAND— Lon  McCallister,  here  all 
week  ahead  of  the  stage  presentation  of 
"Winged  Victory,”  had  the  bobby  socks  bri- 
gade all  in  the  dither.  He  visited  many  of 
the  schools  which  held  special  assemblies  for 
his  appearance.  He  also  sold  tickets  at  the 
Music  Hall  boxoffice  at  stated  hours.  “Winged 
Victory”  opens  a week’s  engagement  on  Feb- 
ruary 19 


War  on  Sports  Betting 

HARRISBURG — A group  of  bills  in  the 
Pennsylvania  legislature  declares  war  on 
sports  betting,  proposing  stiffer  penalties  “to 
protect  participants  in  athletic  events  and 
the  patrons  as  well.”  The  measures  were  in- 
troduced by  Sen.  H.  Jerome  Jaspan  as  an 
aftermath  of  the  Brooklyn  collegiate  basket- 
ball investigation. 


Good  Dimes  Total 

NEW  PHILADELPHIA,  OHIO— Patrons  of 
theatres  here  and  at  nearby  Dover  contrib- 
uted $1,045.75  in  six  days  to  the  infantile  pa- 
ralysis fund. 


GEORGE  A.  EBELING 
Architect 
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T eroy  P.  Langford,  president  of  the  Oliver 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  was  still  on  the  sick 
list  with  complications  following  a severe  cold 
which  has  kept  him  inactive  since  Christmas 
. . . George  Shenker  is  reported  convalescing 
in  the  Lorain  Hospital  from  a heart  ailment. 
Shenker  owns  and  operates  the  Lorain  The- 
atre. 

Blanche  Knobloch  has  returned  to  the  RKO 
exchange  as  assistant  booker.  She  succeeds 
Mrs.  Alice  Stern  . . . Joe  Calla  of  Canton, 
A1  Ploenes  of  Akron  and  Joe  Shagrin  of 
Youngstown  were  among  the  out-of-town 
exhibitors  who  braved  the  icy  roads  to  visit 
the  exchanges  . . . George  Carmack,  Bluff- 
ton  exhibitor,  who  seldom  puts  in  a personal 
appearance,  was  a Warner  visitor  during  the 
week  . . . Ruth  Katz  has  resigned  from  the 
Warner  booking  department. 

“To  Have  and  Have  Not”  in  its  opening 
week  at  the  Hippodrome  last  week  did  more 
business  than  a comparable  picture  the  same 
period  last  year  in  spite  of  a coal  holiday, 
brownout  and  heavy  snowstorms.  The  attrac- 
tion last  year  was  “Sahara,”  also  starring 
Humphrey  Bogart. 

Bernard  Kranze,  RKO  district  manager; 
Tony  Stern,  Warner  Theatres  booking  man- 
ager, and  M.  B.  Horwitz,  general  manager  of 
the  Washington  circuit,  spent  the  weekend 
at  Mount  Clemens,  Mich.  . . . Jack  Sogg, 
M-G-M  manager;  Jack  Mundstuk,  city  sales- 
man; Charles  Deardourff,  M-G-M  exploiteer, 
and  Charles  Raymond.  Loew  Theatres  division 
manager,  went  to  Akron  for  the  premiere  of 
“This  Man’s  Navy”  at  Loew’s  Akron.  Wallace 
Beery,  star  of  the  production,  appeared  in 
person. 

Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager,  is  in 
Texas  on  a vacation  with  his  family  . . . Tony 
Stern,  Warner  Theatres  booking  manager,  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Cleveland  War- 
ner Club. 

Leroy  Kendis,  who  has  severed  his  connec- 
tions with  National  Screen  Service  to  join 
Associated  circuit  as  assistant  to  Vice-Presi- 
dent Meyer  Fine,  was  given  a farewell  party 
and  desk  set  by  the  members  of  NSS  as  a 
“going  away”  present  . . . Nat  Barach,  NSS 
manager,  was  called  to  New  York  where  his 
son  Stanley,  coast  guard,  is  ill  . . . L.  H. 
Walters,  local  manager  of  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  was  host  last  week  to  J.  W. 
Servies,  NTS  sales  promotion  manager,  here 
getting  a close-up  view  of  the  local  supply 
situation. 

Louis  Kaufman,  Warner  home  office  of- 
ficial, was  here  on  a periodic  visit  . . . Herbert 
Horstemeier,  president  of  the  Film  Exchange 
Club  of  Cleveland,  announced  March  6 as 
the  date  of  the  club’s  next  social  gathering.  It 
will  be  held  in  the  clubrooms  of  the  Cleve- 
land MPEA. 

Ernest  Schwartz,  president  of  the  Cleve- 
land Motion  Picture  Ass’n,  and  George  W. 
Erdmann,  association  secretary,  were  in  Co- 
lumbus to  attend  ITOO  Secretary  Pete  Wood’s 
annual  banquet  for  the  newly-elected  state 
legislators  . . . Charles  Rich,  Warner  district 
manager,  met  with  the  eastern  division  sales 
manager  and  Pittsburgh  branch  manager  in 
the  Smoky  City  the  forepart  of  the  week  . . . 
S.  A.  Gerson,  until  recently  owner  of  the 
Royal  Theatre,  and  his  wife,  will  leave  at  the 
end  of  the  month  for  California  to  live. 


Radio  Man  Is  Making 
Study  of  Television 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

MONTREAL  — Television’s  biggest  appeal 
is  its  immediacy,  according  to  Rupert  Caplan, 
CBC  supervisor  of  production,  who  has  just 
returned  from  a tour  of  the  leading  tele- 
vision studios  and  workshops  in  the  United 
States.  He  illustrated  the  advantage  by  com- 
paring a radio  and  a television  sports  broad- 
cast. The  action  by  television,  he  explained, 
is  taken  firsthand  whereas  it  comes  second- 
hand through  the  medium  of  a radio  sports 
announcer.  Suspense  as  to  the  outcome  is 
retained,  whereas  in  the  newsreel  picture  of 
an  event  which  has  taken  place  the  result 
is  already  known. 

Caplan  said  a trained  actor  or  a radio 
man  with  theatre  experience  makes  the  best 
approach  to  television,  because  the  theatre 
man  understands  the  corelation  of  words 
movement  and  picture.  Limitations  of  the 
stage  area,  too,  are  close  to  those  of  the 
television  studio. 

Caplan  observed  the  operation  of  television 
in  the  Dumont,  Columbia  and  NBC  studios 
in  New  York  and  in  the  experimental  work- 
shops of  the  General  Electric  Co.,  at 
Schenectady.  “Down  in  Schenectady,”  he 
said,  “there  are  a bunch  of  youngsters  work- 
ing on  it.  Some  are  Little  Theatre  people. 
I was  there  three  days  and  no  other  subject 
was  raised  from  morning  till  night  but  tele- 
vision.” 

Caplan  said  the  man  from  the  motion  pic- 
ture studio  had  an  advantage  in  television 
over  the  radio  trained  man  who  tends  to  see 
television  as  radio  plus  sight,  whereas  the 
opposite  is  the  case. 

“The  radio  man  has  to  recognize  that  it 
is  the  eye  which  supplies  the  truth,  which 
the  ear  can  only  corroborate,”  he  said.  The 
motion  picture  man  is  trained,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  put  the  visual  element  first,  ac- 
cording to  Caplan.  But  the  motion  picture 
camera  technique  with  its  searching  for  the 
effective  angle  is  a handicap.  To  change  the 
angle  and  thus  the  picture  in  the  middle  of 
a televised  speech  is  to  render  the  speech 
unintelligible.  The  abounding  movement 
which  is  the  films’  lifeblood  is  impossible  in 
the  television  studio,  Caplan  added. 


Barney  Oldfield  Throws 
Party  for  Dutch  Kids 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Film  folk  hereabout  are 
getting  rather  proud  of  Maj.  Barney 
Oldfield,  public  relations  officer  of  the 
Ninth  army,  now  in  Germany.  Major 
Oldfield,  former  correspondent  here  for 
BOXOFFICE,  and  widely  known  to  the 
motion  picture  fraternity  over  the  mid- 
west, writes  local  friends  concerning  a 
“St.  Nicholas  party”  that  war  correspon- 
dents gave  for  Dutch  orphans  recently, 
but  which  he  engineered. 

Barney  says  the  birthday  of  St.  Nich- 
olas in  Dutch  communities  is  December 
6,  and  on  that  day  the  news  men  decided 
to  throw  a party  for  the  kids.  It  was  a 
great  success,  Barney  adds,  principally 
because  63  correspondents  gave  up  their 
milk  (which  was  converted  into  ice 
cream),  their  chocolate  and  their  sugar 
ration  for  a week.  A Maastricht  baker 
in  the  liberated  town  of  that  name  was 
brought  into  the  committee  and  he  added 
the  necessary  facilities  of  his  shop. 

Oldfield  is  a paratrooper  who  left  the 
Nebraska  State  Journal  in  1940  to  serve 
as  press  officer  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  and 
later  trained  correspondents  who  accom- 
panied the  paratroopers  on  D-Day. 
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Boston  Blizzard  Ties 
City  in  Traffic  Snarl 

BOSTON — After  the  worst  snowstorm  and 
blizzard  in  the  history  of  the  local  weather 
bureau  Boston  emerged  slowly  from  the  nor'- 
easter  to  find  that  nine  deaths  and  scores  of 
accidents  had  resulted.  It  was  the  most 
crippling  blow  theatres  in  this  area  have  re- 
ceived in  a quarter  of  a century  and  very 
few  of  them  were  open  until  late  Friday. 
All  department  stores  and  specialty  shops 
were  closed  all  day  Friday  following  the 
storm. 

Theatre  owners  were  powerless  to  operate 
because  of  lack  of  manpower.  Due  to  stalled 
street  cars,  subway  trains  and  steam  trains 
theatre  employes  were  unable  to  get  to  work. 
The  coal  supply  was  short. 

The  Sportsmen’s  Show  in  the  Mechanics 
Bldg,  suffered  heavily  and  crowds  were  down 
from  the  usual  20,000  daily  to  less  than  1,500 
during  the  storm  period. 

Practically  all  cab  service  was  at  a stand- 
still and  thousands  were  marooned  when 
transportation  service  failed.  The  local 
hotels  gave  refuge  to  many  by  placing  divans 
and  cots  in  sample  rooms,  mezzanines  and 
even  in  the  lobbies.  A front  page  photograph 
in  the  Boston  dailies  disclosed  several  young 
women  who  had  sought  refuge  in  the  lobby 
of  the  Hotel  Statler  where  the  management 
did  everything  possible  to  alleviate  the  suf- 
fering and  hardships.  The  Variety  Club  kept 
open  house  all  night  last  Thursday. 

Hub  Coal  Crisis  May  Bring 
An  End  to  Matinees 

BOSTON — With  the  temperature  dropping, 
snow  falling  and  the  coal  shortage  growing 
more  acute,  several  suburban  theatres  expect- 
ed to  eliminate  their  usual  matinees.  At  this 
writing,  however,  no  theatres  in  this  area 
have  been  forced  to  close  because  of  a lack  of 
coal  and  city  officials  have  made  no  public 
statement  suggesting  that  such  a step  be 
taken. 

After  a four-hour  tour  of  the  city  to  view 
the  effectiveness  of  the  brownout  of  outdoor 
display  lighting,  William  T.  Morrissey,  city 
public  works  commissioner  and  brownout  of- 
ficer, declared  that  cooperation  on  the  part 
of  theatre  owners  in  the  downtown  district 
had  been  particularly  good. 

It  was  reported  the  decreased  street  il- 
lumination had  caused  no  rise  in  the  number 
of  accidents. 


"Wanted"  on  Stage  Next 

HARTFORD — The  Mark  Twain  Masquers, 
Little  Theatre  group  here,  will  present  the 
prize  play,  “They  Knew  What  They  Wanted” 
as  their  third  production  of  the  season  at  the 
Avery  Memorial,  February  27-March  3,  it  was 
announced  by  Director  Margaret  Hazelwood. 


Clyde  Turcott  Has  Birthday 

SPRINGFIELD— Pvt.  Clyde  Turcott,  for- 
mer assistant  chief  of  staff  at  the  Art  here, 
recently  observed  a birthday  at  an  army  hos- 
pital in  France.  A brother  George  is  with 
the  navy  overseas. 


John  Pavone  to  UA 

NEW  HAVEN — John  Pavone,  familiar  fig- 
ure in  the  New  England  film  territory  for  30 
years,  has  become  associated  with  United 
Artists  as  salesman  here.  He  recently  resigned 
from  Universal. 


Projectionist  in  France 

HARTFORD — Pvt.  Eddie  Classy,  former 
projectionist  in  a number  of  Connecticut 
theatres,  is  now  in  France  with  the  95th  Gen- 
eral Hospital. 


SERGEANT  ON  FURLOUGH  — Sgt. 
Domenic  Lupo,  former  motion  picture 
publicist  in  The  Hub  area,  home  in  Bos- 
ton on  a 30-day  furlough  after  more  than 
two  years  in  the  Pacific,  obviously  en- 
joys himself  with  pretty  Helen  Merker. 
He  was  the  guest  of  Manager  D.  B.  Stan- 
ho  of  Hotel  Statler. 

Massachusetts  May 
Curb  Ticket  Scalpers 

BOSTON — A bill  which  proposes  an  in- 
crease in  the  annual  license  fee  for  theatre 
ticket  agencies  from  $100  a year  to  $10,000, 
has  been  introduced  in  the  state  senate.  Sec- 
tion two  of  the  bill  states,  “The  commissioner 
shall  not  issue  a license  hereunder  unless  the 
applicant  posts  a bond  of  $10,000,  with  surety 
satisfactory  to  the  commissioner,  guarantee- 
ing that  the  tickets  are  at  the  exact  location 
and  have  the  exact  face  value  stated  to  the 
purchaser  at  the  time  of  sale  to  him.” 

Another  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the 
senate  dealing  with  the  sale  of  theatre  tickets. 
As  yet  the  other  bill  is  not  in  print.  Both 
bills  were  introduced  at  the  time  of  the  Bob 
Hope  show  in  the  Boston  Garden.  Thousands 
of  people  were  denied  tickets  at  the  Garden 
boxoffice  and  it  was  implied  that  the  tickets 
had  been  bought  up  by  so-called  “scalpers.” 
The  situation  was  the  source  of  great  indig- 
nation. 

Wallaston  Naval  Ace  Bags 
Five  Japs  in  One  Day 

BOSTON — Lieut.  Alfred  F.  Fecke  of  Wollas- 
ton, Mass.,  whose  father  is  a salesman  in  the 
New  Hampshire  division  for  Republic,  is 
reported  to  have  shot  down  five  Japanese  war 
planes  in  one  day  while  protecting  a convoy 
north  of  the  Philippines.  He  was  leading 
four  fighter  planes  providing  cover  for  two 
damaged  surface  vessels  when  a formation  of 
enemy  planes  attacked. 

Manager  Falls  From  Office 
Window;  Arm  Is  Broken 

HARTFORD — Ted  Tuttle,  manager  of  the 
Astor,  was  taken  to  St.  Francis  Hospital  last 
weekend  after  a 20-foot  fall  from  the  window 
of  his  theatre  office  Tuesday  morning  (6). 
Tuttle  suffered  an  arm  fracture  and  a leg 
sprain.  His  escape  from  more  serious  injury 
was  attributed  to  the  fact  that  he  fell  in  a 
pile  of  snow.  Bernard  Stevens,  assistant,  is 
on  the  job  in  Tuttle’s  absence. 


Dow  Marquee  Falls 
Under  Deep  Snow 

HARTFORD — At  the  height  of  a snow  and 
windstorm  here  Thursday  last  week  the  en- 
tire marquee  of  Dow’s  Theatre,  valued  at 
$4,000,  was  ripped  off  the  building,  narrowly 
missing  a pedestrian.  It  was  the  most  spec- 
tacular incident  of  the  storm  here.  Dow’s 
patrons  watching  the  show  inside  heard  the 
crash  late  in  the  afternoon  and  were  in- 
formed that  they  might  leave  if  they  wished 
but  no  one  did.  Building  Inspector  William 
J.  Ennis  reported  that  the  snow  had  not  been 
cleared  off  the  marquee  roof  at  Dow’s,  as  is 
required.  Ennis  said  fire  escapes  at  theatres 
should  be  cleared  also. 

Raymond  Wylie  Welcomed 
As  New  Haven  Manager 

NEW  HAVEN — Already  welcomed  to  the 
“inner  circle”  of  exchange  managers  at  a 
luncheon  for  him  and  Harry  Martin  of  Uni- 
versal, Ray  Wylie,  new  United  Artists  man- 
ager, is  now  looking  over  the  Connecticut 
territory  and  his  friendly,  genial  manners  are 
helping  him  get  acquainted  quickly.  Wylie 
is  not  a new  hand  at  film  distribution.  For 
six  years  he  was  salesman  for  UA  at  Minne- 
apolis and  for  the  next  five  at  St.  Louis.  His 
latest  post  with  the  company  before  his  ar- 
rival here,  was  at  the  Buffalo  exchange,  where 
he  handled  the  Syracuse  territory. 

Wylie  was  born  in  Auburn,  N.Y.,  went  to 
school  in  Willimantic,  Conn.,  attending 
Windham  High  and  finished  his  education 
in  Easton,  Pa.  He  then  toured  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  country  on  the  Keith  and 
Orpheum  circuits  in  a “single”  singing  act 
and  in  teams  with  Marie  Hartman  and  other 
vaudeville  stars.  He  also  appeared  as  a 
singer  with  the  Lucky  Strike  dance  band. 
One  of  his  most  successful  teams  was  the  re- 
sult of  a quick  glance  at  Elsie  Young  of 
Lemeaux  & Young  in  a Providence  appear- 
ance. Miss  Young  became  Mrs.  Wylie  in 
short  order,  and  the  new  team  of  Wylie  and 
Young  was  successful  on  the  stage  and  at 
home. 

Special  USO  Dance  Helps 
"Went  Away"  at  Meriden 

MERIDEN,  CONN.— For  “Since  You  Went 
Away,”  Manager  Mollie  Stickles,  Palace,  en- 
listed the  aid  of  the  local  USO  which  gave 
away  2,000  “date”  cards  good  at  a special 
dance.  Couples  with  matching  numbers  pre- 
sented cards  at  the  boxoffice  for  admission. 
In  addition,  cards  reading,  “Since  You  Went 
Away  We’ve  Continued  to  Buy  War  Bonds,” 
were  spotted  in  all  banks  and  the  post  office. 

Nick  Mascoli  Asks  Zoning 
Okay  for  Theatre  Plan 

WATERBURY — Nicholas  Mascoli,  who  re- 
cently sold  his  Carroll  Theatre  interests  here 
to  Roger  Mahan,  is  appealing  to  the  zoning 
board  for  rezoning  as  business  property  a por- 
tion of  his  presently-owned  residential  prop- 
erty on  North  Main  St.  Half  the  piece  is  al- 
ready zoned  for  business.  Mascoli  is  reported 
to  be  planning  construction  of  a theatre  after 
the  war. 


WSRR  Sold;  Control  Same 

HARTFORD— Sale  of  WSRR,  Stamford,  to 
the  Western  Connecticut  Broadcasting  Co. 
was  announced  by  Kingsley  Gillespie  of  Gil- 
lespie Bros.,  owners  of  the  Stamford  Advo- 
cate, a newspaper.  Officials  of  the  purchas- 
ing concern  are  W.  F.  Gillespie,  president; 
Kingsley  Gillespie,  vice-president  and  treas- 
urer, and  Miss  Edna  Gillespie,  secretary. 
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Trying  Mendelson,  UA  office  manager,  passed 
1 his  physical  examination  and  is  awaiting 
further  orders  for  induction  . . . Walt  Dis- 
ney’s “The  Three  Caballeros,”  released 
through  RKO,  will  be  the  next  attraction  in 
the  newly-formed  pool  consisting  of  Brandt 
and  Shubert  interests  at  the  Majestic. 

Jack  Markle  and  Leonard  Tuttle,  opera- 
tors of  the  Fine  Arts,  foreign  film  house  in 
the  State  Theatre  Bldg.,  gave  a special  pre- 
view of  “The  Virgin  of  Guadalupe,”  a Span- 
ish film  with  English  titles,  to  a group  of 
Catholic  clergy  at  their  playhouse  last  Satur- 
day. The  picture  was  booked  at  the  Fine 
Arts  for  a limited  engagement  beginning 
February  15. 

Tom  Toomey,  former  owner  of  the  first 
theatre  to  open  in  Lawrence,  died  last  week 
at  his  home  in  Brookline.  He  went  into  the 
real  estate  business  after  retiring  from  the 
theatre  business  . . . The  new  screening  room 
at  Universal  screened  “Here  Come  the  Co- 
Eds”  on  the  opening  date  . . . General  Man- 
ager Leo  McCarthy  of  PRC  spent  a few  days 
visiting  the  local  manager,  Zippie  Goldman. 

A letter  was  published  in  the  Taunton  Daily 
Gazette  from  Pvt.  Albert  J.  Brown,  formerly 
with  the  Park  there.  He  took  part  in  the 
landing  at  Anzio,  was  awarded  the  Purple 
Heart  for  wounds  suffered  in  the  battle  for 
Rome. 

Alec  H.  Hurwitz,  manager  of  the  Strand  in 
Taunton,  was  a member  of  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  basketball  program  for  the 
benefit  of  the  infantile  paralysis  fund  at 
Taunton  High  School  . . . Arthur  Mabey, 
manager  of  the  State,  Milford,  was  awarded 
third  prize  in  the  Interstate  circuit’s  war 
bond  sales  managers  contest  . . . Meyer 
Agulnick,  manager  of  the  Royal,  Worcester, 
died  in  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  here 
. . . Phil  Loew,  manager  of  the  Family,  is 
pinch-hitting  at  the  Royal. 


the  Empire  Theatre,  Fall  River,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  advisory  board  of  the  annual 
Red  Cross  campaign  there. 

A1  Swett,  assistant  at  the  Paramount  in 
Lynn,  is  also  employed  in  war  work  . . . Dick 
Irwin,  formerly  of  the  New  Bedford  staff  and 
now  in  Italy,  has  been  cited  for  bravery  un- 
der fire. 

The  balcony  and  mezzanine  of  the  Empire 
in  New  Bedford,  have  been  redecorated  . . . 
James  Stoneman,  son  of  Harold  Stoneman, 
president  of  Interstate  Theatres,  has  enlisted 
in  the  navy. 

Herb  Brown,  manager  of  the  Victoria  in 
Greenfield,  was  inducted  into  the  army 
February  14  . . . Max  Melincoff,  New  Eng- 
land district  manager  of  Warner  Theatres, 
held  a meeting  of  all  theatre  managers  at 
the  Hotel  Bradford  . . . Joseph  Anthony,  son 
of  John  Anthony,  owner  of  the  Modern  in 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  is  taking  his  army  basic 
training  in  Florida  . . . District  Manager  Jack 
Davis  of  the  Republic  exchange  visited  the 
branches  in  New  Haven,  Albany  and  Buffalo 
on  a recent  business  trip. 

Miss  Connie  Dervin,  cashier  at  M-G-M, 
has  returned  to  the  office  after  a brief  illness 
. . . Ralph  Rudy,  Caribou,  Me.,  visited  Film- 
row  recently,  recovered  from  an  illness  . . . 
Catherine  Ferrick,  Ruth  Cummings  and 
Elena  Abruzzi  of  M-G-M,  are  all  members  of 
a USO  show  which  entertains  the  boys  in  the 
service  at  nearby  camps  . . . Lieut.  Ted 
O’Shea,  son  of  James  O’Shea,  eastern  sales 
manager  of  Warners,  is  home  on  leave  after 
completing  over  60  combat  flight  missions  in 
Europe. 

District  Manager  John  Scully  of  Universal 
returned  to  his  office  from  a tour  of  branches 
at  New  Haven,  Albany  and  Buffalo.  He 
stopped  off  at  Saratoga  Springs  and  Glovers- 
ville,  N.Y. 


Manager  Bill  Brown  of  the  Park  and 
Greendale  in  Worcester  has  an  exhibit  of 
new  dinnerware  giveaways  in  the  lobbies  of 
both  theatres  . . . Additions  to  the  Warner 
staff  in  Worcester  include  Esther  Ahern,  Ce- 
celia Sullivan,  Howard  Comeau  and  Barbara 
Cummings  . . . Maurice  Radin  of  the  Poli 
recently  went  on  a business  trip  to  Syracuse 
. . . Miss  Lou  Brady  of  the  Family  is  said 
to  be  the  oldest  cashier  in  years  of  service 
in  Worcester.  She  has  been  with  the  theatre 
35  years. 

Tom  Donaldson  of  M-G-M  returned  from 
a trip  to  the  New  York  home  office  . . . 
Dorothy  Rivers  of  M-G-M  returned  after  a 
vacation  trip  to  visit  her  husband  at  a camp 
in  the  south  . . . John  Cowboy,  former  em- 
ploye of  Deckers  Film  Transportation  Co., 
was  reported  killed  in  Europe  . . . Boston 
theatres  are  faced  with  a new  cut  in  adver- 
tising space  in  the  local  newspapers. 

The  losses  estimated  in  fires  at  the  State 
in  Presque  Isle,  Me.,  and  the  Central  Thea- 
tre at  Biddeford,  Me.,  amount  to  over  $600,000 
. . . The  Boston  bureau  of  Sunday  censorship 
has  approved  “Tomorrow  the  World”  with  a 
deletion  of  the  lines,  “You  are  a Jewish 
tramp”  . . . Manager  William  S.  Ganning  of 


A1  Clark  of  the  Majestic  in  Providence 
spent  a day  at  the  Warners  exchange  last 
week  consulting  on  the  opening  of  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not”  . . . The  Colonial  in  Brock- 
ton reports  that  all  house  records  have  been 
broken  by  “Hollywood  Canteen”  . . . Monti 
Sheriden,  formerly  press  agent  for  the  Mono- 
gram exchange,  is  now  a correspondent  for 
the  Boston  Globe  in  the  South  Pacific. 

The  film  district  was  happy  to  hear  of  the 
rescue  of  Father  Dugan,  whose  brother  is  Bill 
Dugan  of  the  Buck  Printing  Co. 

Burt  McKenzie  of  M-G-M  says  that  no 
town  is  too  small  to  launch  an  exploitation 
campaign  on  its  pictures  and  is  giving  out 
very  elaborate  souvenir  programs  of  the 
opening  of  the  new  theatre  in  Caribou,  Me., 
which  is  replacing  the  Powers  Theatre,  which 
burned  down.  Mrs.  Julia  Powers,  owner,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  exhibitors  in  the  New  Eng- 
land territory.  She  celebrated  her  8th  birth- 
day recently  . . . Frank  Fisher,  formerly  of 
the  Boston  Transcript,  is  now  with  Warners 
here  in  the  publicity  department. 

Art  Moger’s  new  book,  “You'll  Die  Laugh- 
ing,” the  proceeds  of  which  will  go  to  army 
emergency  relief,  will  be  on  the  stands  within 
three  weeks  . . . Paul  Slager  of  the  Derfee 
Theatre  in  Fall  River,  was  a visitor  on  Film- 
row.  He  and  the  publicity  boys  gathered 
around  to  talk  over  the  old  legitimate  press 
agent  days.  Slager  still  holds  a TPROA  card. 


Buys  "Tomorrow  Is  Another  Day" 

Warners  has  bought  W.  R.  Burnett’s  latest 
story,  “Tomorrow  Is  Another  Day.”  The 
melodrama  will  be  published  first  in  Col- 
lier’s as  a novelette. 


1p?U  - NANG  'EM  FROM  THE  BALCONY 
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WAHOO 

America’s  Finest  Screen  Game 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


Crowds  Still  Line 
Up  for  the  "Song" 

BOSTON — “Song  to  Remember”  continued 
at  the  Orpheum  with  the  crowds  still  lining 
the  sidewalks.  Jose  Iturbi,  pianist  and  screen 
star  whose  music  is  heard  in  the  film,  visited 
the  Loew’s  State,  which  was  playing  a reissue 
of  “Waterloo  Bridge.”  Like  many  recent  re- 
issues, it  did  a good  business.  “Keys  of  the 
Kingdom”  opened  at  the  Metropolitan  and 
the  grosses  were  almost  equal  to  the  opening 
week  of  “Song  to  Remember.”  “Dark  Waters” 
was  held  at  the  Majestic,  which  was  sold  re- 
cently and  now  is  a first  run  house. 

Snow  continued  to  fall  over  the  Hub  and 
travel  of  any  kind  was  difficult.  The  grosses 
seemed  little  affected  by  the  weather. 


(Average  is  100) 

Boston — Bell  of  the  Yukon  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  .. 120 

Fenway — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para); 

Dangerous  Passage  (Para)  130 

Majestic — Dark  Waters  (UA),  2nd  wk Ml, 

Metropolitan — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox)._ 135 

Orpheum — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  2nd  wk.. 150 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  ...130 

State — Waterloo  Bridge  (M-G-M) 125 

Translux — Dead  Man's  Eyes  (Univ);  Mummy's 
Curse  (Univ)  110 


Hartford  Digs  Out  of  Snow 
And  Grosses  Bounce  Up 

HARTFORD — Hartford  dug  itself  out  of 
the  worst  snowstorm  in  30  years  last  weekend 
and  theatre  grosses  came  up.  Two  second- 
week  holdovers  and  two  third-week  holdovers 
on  the  main  stem  did  good  business. 


Allyn— Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  The 

Big  Bonanza  (Rep),  3rd  wk 130 

E.  M.  Loew's — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Mur- 
der in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ),  2nd  wk 130 

Palace — Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M);  Gri'sly's 

Millions  (Rep),  2nd  wk 115 

Poli — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 140 

Regal — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  3rd  wk 115 

State — Shake  Hands  With  Myrtle  (Mono),  olus 

Gloria  Jean,  A1  Trace  and  band  on  stage 110 

Strand — The  Merry  Monahans  (Univ);  Dead 

Man's  Eyes  (Univ)  120 


"St.  Louis"  High  in  Second  Week 
At  New  Haven  and  Is  Held 

NEW  HAVEN— “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
had  a good  second  week  at  the  College  and 
stayed  on  for  a third.  At  the  Roger  Sher- 
man “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  also  held  up 
to  good  business  in  its  second  week.  A slight 
letup  in  the  cold  weather  helped. 

Ei’ou — Three  Is  a Family  (UA);  Dixie  Jamboree 


(PRC)  SO 

C'Pege — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 105 

Loew  Poli — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) CO 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para), 

2nd  wk 85 

Roger  Sherman — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB); 

My  Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 


Conditions  Irked  Her 
But  Billing  Was  True 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

Winnipeg — A young  lady  arrived  at 
the  College  Theatre  here  during  one  of  the 
city’s  regular  blizzards  and  unburdened 
herself  of  a caustic  summary  of  the 
show’s  double  bill  and  the  situation  in 
general  in  these  parts. 

Brushing  the  snow  off  her  coat  she  re- 
marked to  the  house  manager:  “You  have 
an  appropriate  double  bill  here  for  to- 
night, at  any  rate.  The  weather  is  stormy 
to  say  the  least  and  Winnipeg  is  a city 
without  men  if  I ever  saw  one.” 

The  double  bill  in  question  was  “Stormy 
Weather”  coupled  with  “City  Without 
Men.” 
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KTo  holdups  in  Connecticut  film  delivery 
^ were  reported  during  the  recent  crip- 
pling snowstorm  and  all  theatres  ran  as  usual, 
although  customers  were  snowbound  for  a 
time  and  business  was  bad  . . . Best  wishes 
of  the  territory  go  to  Johnnie  Pavone  on  his 
new  association  with  United  Artists  as  sales- 
man. 

Manager  Ray  Wylie  reports  Sherman  Ger- 
maine is  booker  and  “city”  salesman  . . . Nat 
Furst  in  the  exchanges  booking  the  Black 
Rock,  Bridgeport,  and  it  is  reported  A1  Schu- 
man  is  preparing  for  a trip  to  Florida,  after 
which  he  will  devote  himself  to  “other  in- 
terests.” 

Leo  Bonoff  of  Madison  and  Saybrook  was 
varying  the  diet  by  acting  as  juryman  in  a 
New  Haven  murder  trial  . . . Essex  and  Clin- 
ton were  selected  to  get  first  small-town  re- 
action on  “Song  to  Remember,”  says  Tim 
O'Toole. 

Murray  Siegel  is  new  assistant  booker,  at 
20th~Fox  . . . I.  J.  Hoffman,  Warner  Thea- 
tres zone  head,  fell  on  the  ice  and  broke  his 
right  arm  . . . Eddie  Rosenbaum,  “dean”  of 
press  agents,  was  in  from  Philadelphia  as 
Columbia  exploiteer  on  “Song  to  Remember,” 
and  warmly  welcomed  by  the  Tim  O’Tooles, 
who  knew  him  well  in  Boston. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman,  Allied  head,  is  suffering 
from  a sprained  ankle,  another  of  the  many 
“ice-capades”  resulting  from  recent  bad 
weather  . . . Flora  Cohn  was  also  bruised  as  a 
result  of  a fall  . . . Excavation  of  the  new 
proposed  Loew-Poli  Theatre  site  in  Norwich 
is  going  forward. 

The  Metro  Pep  Club  is  screening  every 
other  week  now  . . . John  Scully  was  a New 
Haven  visitor  again. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Brownstein  is  new  on  the  Co- 
lumbia staff  . . . Earl  Wright  was  an  in- 
terested spectator  at  the  champ  prize  fight 
here  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  Germaine 
of  United  Artists  announce  the  birth  of  Susan 
Rochelle  Germaine  at  New  Haven  Hospital 
February  2 ...  At  the  Loew  Poli  Katherine 
Dalton  is  new  as  cashier  . . . Robert  Ritzert 
has  been  moved  from  assistant  to  chief  of 
staff,  replacing  John  Delmonico,  resigned. 

Morris  Rosenthal’s  campaign  on  "Song  to 
Remember”  at  the  Poli  consumed  pages,  in- 
cluding a talent  contest  on  WELI,  in  which 
Yale  drama  students  and  Little  Theatre  mem- 
bers competed.  Three  winners  were  presented 
with  bonds  and  pearls  on  the  stage  Monday 
night.  A Sigmund  Spaeth  recording  pointing- 
out  how  and  what  composers  borrowed  from 
Chopin  was  circulated  in  music  classes. 

Service  Notes:  Cpl.  James  Bracken,  for- 
mer contact  chief  of  Warners  Theatres,  is  in 
England  . . . Pvt.  Francis  Flood  of  the  same 
office’s  booking  department,  has  been  wound- 
ed in  Belgium  . . . Sgt.  Bill  Brown  of  Green- 
wich is  still  in  the  Aleutians  . . . Nat  Green- 
burg,  formerly  of  the  Park  City,  Bridgeport, 
wrote  from  Belgium  . . . Sgt.  Billy  Sirica, 
with  a photographic  unit,  is  arranging  shows 
in  England  . . . Sgt.  George  Strauff,  former- 
ly of  Warners  theatre  department,  is  at 
Spence  Field,  Ga.  . . . Sgt.  John  Silverwatch, 
former  manager  of  the  Strand,  Clinton,  was 
in  to  see  the  New  Haven  Warner  boys 
Saturday. 


No  Summer  Racing  Likely 

BOSTON — There  will  be  no  horse  or  dog- 
racing  here  next  summer,  men  high  in  the 
state  house  ranks  believe.  “Even  if  the 
European  war  were  to  end  tomorrow,”  said 
one  of  the  highest  officials,  “there  would  be 
no  restoration  of  racing  for  we  still  have  a 
battle  with  Japan  ahead.” 


AT  A LOSS  FOR  WORDS— Ensign 
Elvin  Hatfield  visited  the  home  office  of 
M&P  Theatres  in  Boston.  Here  he  is  sur- 
rounded by  Tillie  Santangelo,  Margaret 
Fischer,  Eva  Turcotte,  Mary  Davis,  Edna 
Burke  and  Nellie  Pechulis.  Hatfield  for- 
merly was  assistant  manager  of  the  Houl- 
ton  Theatre,  Houlton,  Me. 

Minnesota  May  Get 
Right  Time  Return 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

MINNEAPOLIS — A bill  now  before  the 
state  legislature  to  return  the  state  to  stand- 
ard time,  believed  assured  of  passage,  will 
be  welcomed  by  exhibitors. 

While  exhibitors  are  not  sponsoring  the 
legislation  or  using  their  influence  in  its  be- 
half, they  feel  sure  they’ll  benefit  from  it. 
They  have  always  contended  that  the  day- 
light saving  war  time  hurts  the  boxoffice 
in  the  summer  because  it  remains  light  so 
long,  discouraging  many  prospective  patrons 
and  causing  many  of  them  to  remain  out- 
doors. 

Those  most  anxious  to  have  the  law  enact- 
ed are  farmers.  If  it  does  pass,  it  is  con- 
tended, the  law  would  throw  railroad,  bus 
and  airplane  schedules  into  confusion.  In 
his  Star-Journal  column,  Cedric  Adams  de- 
clared “what  the  law  will  do  to  -radio  pro- 
gram schedules  is  nothing  short  of  mayhem.” 


IN  THE  SERVICE 

* * * 

SPRINGFIELD — Cpl.  Leo  Savoie,  formerly 
with  the  Arcade,  is  now  in  France  in  the 
army  medical  corps.  He  is  the  cousin  of 
Gerry  Savoie,  manager  of  the  Paramount, 
Brattleboro,  Vt. 

Clark  Stephenson,  ex-Poli  usher,  is  now 
in  the  navy  at  Sampson,  N.Y. 

Cpl.  Fred  Cabana,  Poli  ex-chief  of  service, 
writes  from  India  about  the  sacred  cows, 
films  and  strange  sights. 

Capt.  Malcom  Webber,  son  of  Henry  Web- 
ber, Capitol,  is  with  a field  artillery  unit  in 
Germany. 

HARTFORD  — Seaman  Ernest  Klein- 
schmidt,  ex-Allyn,  is  now  in  the  navy  in  the 
South  Pacific. 

James  Murphy,  son  of  Manager  Walter 
Murphy,  Capitol,  in  New  London,  is  with  a 
parachute  unit  in  France. 

Pvt.  Chester  Mantolesky,  former  Allyn  chief 
of  service  and  former  assistant  at  the  Proven 
Pictures,  is  in  France. 

Irving  Crouse,  ex-Allyn  chief  of  service, 
has  been  promoted  to  master  sergeant  with 
the  army  in  England. 

Pvt.  Ted  DiLorenzo,  ex-Daly  circuit,  is  at 
Ft.  McClennan,  Ala. 

Sgt.  Russell  Ordway,  ex-Allyn  assistant, 
is  in  England. 

Pvt.  James  Farrell,  former  assistant  at  the 
Webb  Playhouse,  Wethersfield,  is  in  Hawaii. 

Ernest  Gracula,  former  manager  of  the 
State  at  Torrington,  has  been  inducted  into 
the  navy. 


WORCESTER 


■pddie  Rutman  has  been  substituting  on 
the  backstage  crew  at  the  Plymouth  . . . 
About  3,400  persons  attended  the  concert  at 
the  Auditorium  by  Erno  Rapee  and  orchestra, 
which  featured  as  vocalist  Rebecca  Finn, 
daughter  of  Max  Finn,  major  domo  of  the 
E.  M.  Loew  circuit  and  a former  resident  of 
this  city  . . . The  State  in  Milford  collected 
$1,172.90  for  the  March  of  Dimes  and  the 
Ideal  there  collected  $129.50. 

The  Better  Films  Council  has  approved 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  for  the  family; 
“Abroad  With  Two  Yanks,”  “And  Now  To- 
morrow,” “Ever  Since  Venus,”  “Four  Jills  in 
a Jeep,”  “The  Uninvited”  and  “Thorough- 
breds” for  mature-family  audiences,  and  “The 
Very  Thought  of  You”  and  “Till  We  Meet 
Again”  for  adults. 

Because  of  the  shortage  of  fuel,  all  public 
schools  in  Worcester  and  Leicester  were 
closed  for  a week.  No  theatres  or  other 
amusement  places  were  affected  . . . Lou 
Kane  was  at  the  Plymouth  as  company  man- 
ager of  the  touring  Carroll  “Vanities”  . . . 
Benny  Carter’s  orchestra  and  the  King  Cole 
trio  drew  1,200  to  Mechanics  Hall. 

Manager  Alec  Davis  of  the  Warner  ar- 
ranged a full  day  for  Marie  McDonald  when 
the  actress  visited  this  city.  She  did  several 
stints  in  behalf  of  the  March  of  Dimes,  in- 
cluding attendance  at  City  Hospital  and  pub- 
lic meetings,  broadcast  over  WTAG  and  was 
guest  at  a luncheon  at  the  Sheraton. 

The  Howe  sisters  of  this  city  are  back  in 
vaudeville,  with  one  of  their  first  dates  being 
Moe  Jaffe’s  Lyric  in  Fitchburg  . . . Elmer 
Daniels,  manager  of  the  Capitol,  is  back  in 
his  office  after  an  illness  of  several  weeks. 
Leo  Lajoie,  assistant,  took  over  in  his  ab- 
sence. 

The  brownout  took  effect  here  smoothly, 
but  some  of  the  theatres  found  it  necessary 
to  use  more  than  one  bulb  under  the  marquee 
for  safety  reasons  . . . The  engagement  of 
Miss  Ann  E.  Publicover,  formerly  of  the  Poli, 
has  been  announced  to  Samuel  Andrews  of 
the  navy  . . . Louie  Prima,  the  orchestra  lea- 
der, was  in  town. 

Harry  Watts,  who  managed  the  Poli  here 
several  years  previous  to  the  present  man- 
ager, Harold  H.  Maloney,  has  retired  from 
show  business  after  34  years.  He  was  given 
up  his  latest  house  which  he  owned  in  Omaha, 
Neb.,  to  operate  a restaurant  there. 

The  sum  of  $42.25  was  collected  for  the 
March  of  Dimes  at  the  Sanford  in  Medway 
. . . An  almost  continuous  succession  of  bad 
snowstorms  has  cut  into  the  boxoffice  here 
noticeably. 

The  Capitol  reports  a second  week  for  “And 
Now  Tomorrow”  . . . Frank  Dubinsky  booked 
Giovanni  Martinelli  in  “I  Pagliacci,”  also 
“Cavalleria  Rusticana”  as  the  opera  bill  at 
the  Auditorium  February  22. 

Sonny  Dunham’s  date  at  Mechanics  Hall 
was  canceled  because  of  traveling  conditions 
. . . The  wife  of  Leo  Lajoie  of  the  Capitol 
has  been  discharged  from  the  hospital  follow- 
ing an  operation  . . . The  Plymouth  is  veering 
again  to  a name  policy  on  the  stage. 


Dimes  Total  $23,500 

HARTFORD — Henry  Needles,  local  thea- 
tre chairman  of  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign, announced  that  collections  at  local 
theatres  totaled  $23,500. 


Screenplay  Chore  on  Original 

The  screenplay  chore  on  an  untitled  orig- 
inal by  Sheridan  Gibney  has  been  given 
Sig  Herzig  by  Universal. 
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HARTFORD 


■The  State  offered  an  Italian  special  double 
feature  show  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
last  week  at  60  cents  top  and  it  did  a good 
business  . . . The  Hartford  Times  historian 
points  out  that  40  yqars  ago  this  month,  there 
were  only  three  theatres  here.  George  M. 
Cohan's  “Little  Johnny  Jones”  was  at  Par- 
sons. At  the  Hartford,  melodramas  and  bur- 
lesque made  up  the  bill  and  at  the  Poli,  vaude- 
ville was  supplemented  by  Electrograph  silent 
films. 

Tom  Corio,  Allyn  employe,  was  inducted 
into  the  army  last  week  . . . Frankie  Daly, 
son  of  the  Daly  circuit  owner,  was  awaiting 
naval  induction  orders  . . . Sage  Allen’s  de- 
partment store  is  tying  in  with  local  radio 
and  theatre  men  to  conduct  a Quiz  Kid  con- 
test for  the  Red  Cross  fund.  The  boy  or 
girl  who  wins  will  get  a $100  war  bond  at 
the  Bushnell  Memorial  March  11. 

Manager  Sam  Triars,  Lobster,  introduced  a 
presentation  of  New  York  theatrical  acts  from 
7 p.  m.  till  1 a.  m.  nightly.  There  will  be  a 
change  of  bill  every  two  weeks  . . . Lieut. 
Arthur  Burns,  former  Allyn  chief  of  service, 
has,  returned  to  a base  in  California  after  a 
furlough  here  ...  Si  O’Toole,  WB  mainte- 
nance chief  in  New  England,  was  in  on  an 
inspection  tour. 

Viola  DeMarco,  chief  Princess  usherette, 
has  returned  to  her  post  after  an  absence 
of  a week  with  the  grippe  . . . Carmel  Cum- 
mings, former  Princess  assistant  manager, 
is  now  in  California  working  for  the  govern- 
ment. 

Hartfordites  in  New  Haven  booking  includ- 
ed Mickey  Daly,  Daly  circuit;  Charles  Repass, 


Crown;  Martin  Kelleher,  Princess  . . . Thomas 
Hagan,  new  manager  of  the  WB  Lenox,  has 
been  a press  agent  for  film  stars  in  addition 
to  a theatre  manager  with  Warner  and  Fox 
West  Coast  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Hagan  will 
continue  commuting  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  un- 
til he  can  obtain  an  apartment  here.  Do 
you  know  of  any? 

Bill  Ferguson  is  the  new  Regal  usher  . . . 
Bernie  Levy,  Amalgamated  Theatres,  was  in 
East  Hartford  on  Astor  business  . . . Gus 
Meyer,  formerly  on  the  Allyn  staff,  recently 
was  discharged  from  Hartford  Hospital  . . . 
Margaret  Carey  and  Evelyn  Gervais  have 
been  added  to  the  Allyn  staff. 

Manager  and  Mrs.  Sam  Scheckter,  Colonial, 
were  at  Staten  Island,  N.Y.,  to  attend  his 
mother-in-law’s  funeral  . . . Jewel  Bloom- 
berg, Princess,  left  St.  Francis  Hospital  fol- 
lowing an  appendectomy  . . . Pvt.  Louis  Tur- 
ner, ex-Princess,  phoned  the  gang  from  Ft. 
Jackson,  S.  C.,  last  week  . . . The  condition 
of  Mrs.  Redmond,  mother  of  Stanley  Red- 
mond, former  Allyn  manager,  is  improved  at 
New  Haven  Hospital. 

Corrine  Glazier  replaces  Mildred  Gayson  on 
the  usherette  staff  at  the  Colonial  . . . Mrs. 
Farrell,  wife  of  James  Farrell  the  former, 
assistant  manager,  now  in  the  army  in 
Hawaii,  visited  at  the  Webb  Playhouse. 


Music  for  "Isle"  and  "Snatcher" 

Constantin  Bakaleinikoff  has  assigned 
Leigh  Harline  and  Roy  Webb  to  write  the 
background  music  for  RKO’s  “Isle  of  the 
Dead”  and  “The  Body  Snatcher,”  respec- 
tively. 


Bridgeport  Union  Has  18 
Out  of  55  in  Service 

BRIDGEPORT— Local  277  of  the  MPOU 
has  a membership  of  55,  of  which  18  are  in 
the  armed  services,  all  except  four  of  them 
overseas.  Those  in  the  service  are  Frank 
Gorman,  Thomas  Colwell,  Elwood  Lavery, 
Myron  Levy,  Robert  Lewis,  Arthur  Fensore, 
George  Antoniak,  Frank  Toth,  Lawrence 
Pastori  James  Hill,  Arthur  McLeod,  Mario 
Parrelli,  William  Towle,  Ralph  Broderick, 
Harry  Kaplin,  Frank  Metera,  Charles  Prakas 
and  John  Musante. 

Vandalism  Brings  Stiff 
Jolt  to  an  Ex-Usher 

NEW  HAVEN— Walter  Griffiths,  former 
Bijou  Theatre  usher  who  confessed  to  ripping 
water  pipes  from  the  walls  of  the  men’s  room 
last  week,  was  fined  $100  on  a charge  of 
damage  to  private  property,  and  was  given  a 
six-month  suspended  jail  sentence.  Also,  on 
the  charge  of  breach  of  the  peace,  Griffiths 
was  given  a two-year  suspended  sentence  to 
the  Cheshire  reformatory. 

A theatre  maintenance  man  testified  at 
the  hearing  that  the  water  had  soaked  48 
yards  of  carpet  and  felt  and  damaged  the 
ceiling  in  the  usher’s  room  underneath,  caus- 
ing damage  of  about  $1,000. 


Gloria  Jean  in  Hartford 

HARTFORD  — Gloria  Jean,  the  singing 
star,  made  a personal  appearance  at  the  State 
last  weekend.  The  Harris  brothers,  owners 
and  managers,  squired  the  actress  around 
town  in  a whirl  of  publicity  appearances.  A 
beauty  salon  co-op  was  planted  in  the  Times. 
Theatre  editors  of  both  the  Times  and  Cour- 
and  devoted  full  theatre  page  columns  to  her 
film  career. 


fe'ioin&i,  can  yo-u  i.p.G.'ie.  iame  time? 

Others  like  to  know  what  you  are  doing  — what 
changes  you  are  making  at  your  theatre,  etc.  Send 
in  the  news  and  we'll  relay  it  to  the  industry. 


Buying?  Installing?  Remodeling?  Redecorating?  Rebuilding?  Transferring? 
Exploiting?  Hiring?  Promoting? 

GIVE  US  THE  FACTS.  WE  WILL  DO  THE  REST. 


Name  Position 

Theatre  

Location  

Mail  to  BOXOFFICE 

825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  L Mo. 
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Rochdale  Theatre  Fire; 
Estimated  Loss  $25,000 

WORCESTER — Village  Hall,  long  the  only 
theatre  in  nearby  Rochdale,  was  destroyed 
last  week  when  fire  swept  the  block  housing 
it  at  Depot  Square.  The  theatre  was  on  the 
second  floor  at  a three-story  building.  Total 
damage  was  estimated  at  $25,000. 

Youth  Defends  Real  War 
Scenes  on  the  Screens 

HARTFORD  — The  following  letter  was 
published  in  the  People's  Forum  of  the  Times. 
It  was  written  by  a local  high  school  student. 

“As  I was  seated  in  one  of  the  Hartford 
theatres  one  night  recently,  a newsreel  pic- 
tured a wounded  soldier,  torn,  bleeding,  and 
smoking  from  powder  burns.  ‘Oh,’  gasped  a 
woman  behind  me.  ‘I  don’t  see  why  they  let 
such  horrible  things  be  shown  to  the  public.’ 
I felt  like  turning  around  and  telling  her 
that  war  is  not  a bed  of  roses.  War  is  a lot 
more  than  just  marching  men,  victory,  and 
glorious  death  . . . War  is  stupidity,  waste, 
vermin,  painful  wounds,  high  taxes,  and  low 
politics,  and  people  grabbing  all  they  can  for 
their  own  profit  . . . Theatres  should  be 
praised  for  showing  people  the  realities  of 
war,  for  making  us  realize  we  must  keep  the 
peace.” 

Cigaret  Auctions  Assist 
Dimes  Drive  at  Palace 

HARTFORD — Manager  Fred  Greenway  of 
the  Palace  here  and  Assistant  Grace  Hardy, 
auctioned  off  cigarets  for  the  March  of 
Dimes  collections!  Greenway  explained  the 
project  to  a local  cigaret  dealer  and  obtained 
six  cartons,  then  told  patrons  in  newspaper 
ads  that  they  need  not  stand  in  long  lines 
in  front  of  drug  stores  but  “come  in  to  a 
warm  theatre,  enjoy  a swell  show,  and  outbid 
your  neighbor  for  a pack  of  cigarets  while 
aiding  the  March  of  Dimes!” 

Up  to  January  31,  the  Palace  collections 
exceeded  $1,200.  A “Wheel  of  Fortune”  in 
lobby  helped.  A patron  placed  a dime  in  one 
of  the  eight  divisions  on  the  dime  counter 
and  twisted  the  wheel.  If  the  wheel  stopped 
at  a number  corresponding  to  the  division 
where  the  dime  lay,  a pass  was  given. 

Bill  to  Require  Reports 
By  Labor  Unions  Filed 

(From  Central  Edition) 

JEFFERSON  CITY — A bill  requiring  labor 
organizations,  employment  and  job  agencies 
to  file  annual  statements  of  their  financial 
condition  and  transactions  was  presented  to 
the  Missouri  senate  by  Senator  H.  B.  Hart 
tRep),  Camdenton. 

Hart  told  his  fellow  senators  that  labor 
unions  have  become  so  big  and  powerful 
they  should  be  required,  the  same  as  other 
organizations  and  corporations,  to  list  their 
receipts  and  expenditures  so  that  the  dues- 
paying  members  may  know  what  is  being 
done  with  their  funds. 

“Labor  unions  have  a proper  place,”  Hart 
said.  “However,  undesirable  characters  have 
crept  into  these  organizations  and  have  be- 
come troublemakers.  Our  returning  soldiers 
will  not  be  willing  to  pay  a big  fee  to  join 
a labor  union,  and  if  a public  record  is  made 
of  their  financial  transactions,  it  should 
serve  to  hold  down  large  membership  fees. 
I can  see  no  reasonable  excuse  for  opposing 
this  bill. 

Senator  Hart  sponsored  a similar  bill  two 
years  ago  but  it  failed  due  to  the  vigorous 
opposition  of  labor  leaders. 


N.  ENGLAND  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


In  1907  Peter  Perakos 

ran  the  Bijou,  a 190- 
seater,  in  New  Britain, 
Conn.  At  present,  he 
and  J.  Quittner  are  the 
joint  proprietors  of  the 
Eastwood,  East  Hart- 
ford; the  State,  Jew- 
ett City,  and  the 
Strand,  Thompson- 
ville,  Conn.  He  now 
owns  the  Palace,  New 
Britain.  He  is  com- 
missioner on  the  board 
of  health,  is  a member  of  the  Elks,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  is  a 32nd  degree  Mason.  His 
exhibitor  alliances  are  the  MPTOA  and 
Allied.  Yachting  is  his  favorite  sport.  Five 
sons,  George,  Sperry,  John,  Steve  and  Soc- 
rates, are  in  uniform.  He  has  one  daughter. 


Albert  D.  Rudenstein 

made  his  first  venture 
into  showmanship 
when  he  opened  up  a 
small  house  in  Milden, 
Mass.  He  is  currently 
the  proprietor  of  the 
Capitol  in  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.,  and  the 
Stoneham,  Stoneham, 
Mass.  The  former 
seats  412,  the  latter 
740.  Interested  in  civic 
affairs,  he  holds  no 
public  office,  but  is  a member  of  Variety 
Club,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Bridge- 
water  board  of  trade.  He  belongs  to  no  ex- 
hibitor organizations,  possibly  because  he 
fears  attendance  at  then-  meetings  would  in- 
terfere with  his  two  hobbies,  fishing  and  golf. 


Joseph  Quittner’s  first 
activity  in  the  enter- 
tainment field  was  as 
treasurer  of  the  Hoyts 
Opera  House,  Norwalk, 

Conn.,  in  1908.  In  1916 
he  was  proprietor  of 
the  Alhambra  and 
Palace,  Torrington, 

Conn.  Currently,  he  is 
with  P.  Perakos,  joint 
owner  of  the  East- 
wood,  East  Hartford, 

Conn.;  the  State,  Jew- 
ett City,  Conn.,  and  the  Strand,  Thompson- 
ville,  Conn.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masons, 
Elks,  Allied  and  MPTOA.  Next  to  theatre 
management,  dogs  and  boats  are  his  hobbies. 
"This  is  a grand  business,”  he  says.  His 
daughter,  Marilyn,  is  attending  school. 

In  association  with 
brother  Joseph  and 
Max,  his  father,  Mau- 
rice W.  Shulman  built 
the  Rivoli,  Hartford, 
in  1925.  Today  Shul- 
man is  also  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Webster. 
Both  houses,  curiously 
enough,  have  seating- 
accommodations  for 
exactly  900.  “It  is  a 
great  business,”  he 
says,  “something  new 
always  happening.”  On  the  Honor  Roll  Com- 
mittee, Shulman  is  interested  in  public  af- 
fairs, holds  no  other  public  office.  A mem- 
ber of  the  Masons,  American  Legion  and 
VFW,  he  is  past  president  of  Allied.  He  likes 
to  fish.  He  has  two  young  daughters. 


Thirty-three  years  ago 
Albert  Smith  opened 
the  Colonial  Theatre, 

Milford,  Conn.  His 
theatre  has  always  re- 
tained the  same  name. 

Smith  built  another 
house  in  Walnut 
Beach,  Conn.,  and 
called  it  the  Colonial. 

Today  he  and  his  wife, 

Evelyn,  jointly  operate 
the  latter.  He  is  in- 
terested in  civic  af- 
fairs, but  is  not  at  present  an  officeholder. 
Smith  is  a Mason  and  Elk;  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Emblem  Club,  Eastern  Star 
and  Amarath.  Neither  is  affiliated  with  any 
exhibitor  organization.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  say  their  sole  diversion  is  their  work. 

Max  L.  Levenson  en- 
tered the  motion  pic- 
ture business  in  as- 
sociation with  his 
brother,  as  legal  coun- 
sel for  Mitchell  and 
Moe  Mark.  The  Lev- 
ensons  assisted  in 
building  and  operating 
the  Mark  Strand  the- 
atres in  the  New  York 
and  New  England 
areas.  He  now  controls 
eight  houses  in  New 
England.  Former  assistant  attorney  general 
of  Massachusetts,  a member  of  the  local 
draft  board,  Levenson  was  for  many  years 
an  exhibitor  organization  vice-president.  He 
is  a member  of  several  lodges  and  maintains 
headquarters  in  Boston. 


Being  a staunch  New 
Englander,  and  having 
the  courage  of  his  con- 
victions, Steve  Panora 
chose  the  picture  busi- 
ness at  a tender  age, 
and  has  been  choosey 
ever  since.  At  one  time 
owner  and  operator  of 
the  Opera  House,  Win- 
stead, Conn.,  the  Co- 
lonial in  Southington, 
the  Capitol  in  Milford, 
and  the  Strand  in  Wil- 
limantic,  he  now  runs  the  20th  Century,  New 
Milford,  and  the  Palace,  Stafford  Springs. 
He  is  interested  in  local  affairs,  and  a mem- 
ber of  Allied.  A great  lover  of  lobster,  he  has 
many  lobster  pots  at  his  summer  home  on 
Black  Point,  Conn. 


Purchase  of  the  Can- 
non Theatre  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  on 
Mar.  12,  1912,  brought 
John  Cannon  into  the 
entertainment  field. 

He  now  owns  the 
Grand.  Cannon  has  a 
marked  interest  in 
civic  affairs  and  was 
the  Republican  regis- 
trar for  his  district. 

He  belongs  to  no  club 
or  fraternal  organiza- 
tion, says  he  has  no  time  for  them.  His 
hobby  is  to  lay  an  occasional  wager  on  a 
football  game  or  a world  series  baseball  game. 
His  son,  Louis,  is  one  of  the  licensed  pro- 
jectionists at  the  Grand  Theatre.  He  is  a 
widower. 
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N.  HAMPSHIRE 


Oeveral  hundred  persons  reportedly  have 
^ signed  a petition  circulated  by  a Nashua 
clergyman  in  opposition  to  the  dog  racing 
bill  now  in  the  legislature.  Legislators  who 
support  the  measure  are  threatened  with 
"punishment.” 

Curtailment  or  complete  elimination  of  the 
use  of  solid  fuels  in  heating  amusement 
places,  including  theatres,  has  been  ordered 
in  New  Hampshire  in  a telegram  received 
from  Washington  . . . The  post  theatre,  a 
building  80x60  feet,  was  destroyed  by  fire  at 
Ft.  Dearborn  in  Rye. 

Wartime  circumstances  permitting,  all  nine 
of  New  Hampshire’s  major  fairs  will  be  oper- 
ated this  fall.  The  schedule  follows:  Canaan, 
August  28-30:  Pittsfield,  August  28-September 
1;  Lancaster,  September  1-3;  Hopkinton, 
September  3-5;  Cheshire,  September  6-8; 
Plymouth,  September  11-14;  Rochester,  Sep- 
tember 17-22;  Deerfield,  September  27-29, 
and  Sandwich,  Columbus  Day,  October  12. 

Pvt.  Francis  J.  Batten,  former  sales  man- 
ager for  radio  station  WFEA  in  Manchester 
and  at  one  time  connected  with  the  adver- 
tising department  of  the  Manchester  Union- 
Leader,  was  killed  in  action  in  Luxembourg 
January  22  . . . Motion  pictures  on  home  in- 
sulation were  shown  by  a Haverhill,  Mass., 
firm  at  a recent  meeting  of  the  grange  in 
Raymond. 

When  “The  Fighting  Lady”  opened  at  the 
Strand,  Manchester,  the  Union-Leader  gave 
it  a regular  news  story,  stating  that  the  pro- 
ducer, Louis  de  Rochemont,  who  has  a home 
in  Newington,  is  well  known  in  the  Queen 
City  . . . Johnny  Stearns,  formerly  with  the 
Peterborough  Players  in  Peterborough,  and 
now  with  “One  Touch  of  Venus”  on  Broad- 
way, has  been  cast  in  the  leading  l-ole  in 
“Charley’s  Aunt,”  which  is  to  be  presented 
at  hospitals  for  wounded  soldiers  . . . “Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis”  was  held  over  at  the  State 
in  Manchester. 

An  amateur  stage  show,  with  cash  prizes, 
was  featured  at  the  Palace  in  Manchester 
recently,  with  Jerry  Kearney,  WFEA  an- 
nouncer, as  master  of  ceremonies.  “Irish  Eyes 
Are  Smiling”  was  on  the  screen. 

John  A.  L.  Julian,  77,  widely-known  news- 
paper man  who  had  been  on  newspaper  staffs 
in  various  parts  of  New  England,  died  re- 
cently at  the  Goodwin  Convalescent  Home  at 
Hampton  Falls. 

Melvin  Morrison,  manager  of  the  Strand, 
Dover,  has  been  named  as  a member  of  the 
publicity  committee  of  the  Dover  Retail 
Merchants’  Ass’n.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
organization’s  parking  committee  . . . Cpl. 
Anthony  D.  Santosuosso  of  South  Hampton 
who  had  a part  in  the  motion  picture,  “Sa- 
hara,” has  been  seriously  wounded  in  action 
in  Germany. 


Bradford  to  Be  Friend 
Of  Film  Industry 

Boston — Lieut.  Gov.  Robert  F.  Bradford 
has  asserted  he  would  use  his  strongest 
influence  and  efforts  to  block  any  legis- 
lation which  might  prove  inimical  to 
theatres  and  motion  picture  interests. 
“They  have  done  more  than  any  other 
one  agency  to  keep  up  the  morale  and 
furnish  the  sinews  of  war  ” he  said,  “and 
we  certainly  would  be  ungrateful  not  to 
protect  them  against  crackpot  legisla- 
tion.” 


Famous  Players  Corp. 
Quarter  Century  Old 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

TORONTO — The  steady  growth  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  over  a quarter  of  a 
century  was  officially  noted  at  a dinner  here 
recently,  when  the  company’s  25  Year  Club 
was  inaugurated,  and  a later  meeting  at 
Vancouver.  The  two  dinners  marked  the 
25th  anniversary  of  the  granting  of  the  in- 
corporation charter  in  1920. 

The  original  incorporators  were  five  Cana- 
dians of  varied  industrial  and  financial  in- 
terests. They  were:  The  late  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son  who  eventually  became  president  and 
managing  director;  J.  P.  Bickell  of  mining- 
fame;  J.  P.  Tudhope  and  W.  J.  Sheppard, 
Waubashene,  Ont„  and  W.  D.  Ross,  the  lat- 
ter eventually  becoming  lieutenant  governor 
of  Ontario. 

The  formation  of  the  company  was  the 
starting  point  for  a theatre  circuit  which 
grew  from  a handful  of  units  in  Ontario  to 
a chain  of  approximately  340  theatres 
throughout  Canada  and  in  Newfoundland. 
The  FPC  chain  now  entertains  an  average 
of  2,000,000  people  every  week  in  theatres  in 
the  largest  cities  in  the  Dominion  down  to 
the  small  hamlet.  The  scope  of  the  circuit 
is  reflected  in  the  fact  the  company  paid 
no  less  than  $10,343,158  in  taxes  alone  dur- 
ing 1943  and  it  has  an  annual  pay  roll  of 
$6,000,000. 

Aided  Many  Causes 

The  company  executives  and  employes  have 
given  unstinted  support  to  many  worthy 
causes  and  have  been  unshrinking  in  support 
of  the  war  effort.  The  honor  roll  of  Famous 
Players  now  contains  980  names  and,  of  this 
number,  40  former  employes  have  been  re- 
ported killed  in  action  or  missing,  while  ten 
others  are  prisoners  of  war. 

Early  developments  in  the  history  of  Fa- 
mous Players  included  the  acquisition  of  the 
Famous  Players-Lasky  franchise  for  Canada 
which  formerly  had  been  held  by  the  Allens. 
The  new  company  bought  all  shares  in  Para- 
mount Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  as  well  as  a 
group  of  theatres  which  were  the  foundation 
on  which  the  big  chain  developed.  These 
included  Regent  Theatres  and  Strand  The- 
atre, Toronto,  British  Columbia  Paramount 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  Vancouver,  and  the  Broad- 
way Theatre,  Vancouver. 

Eighteen  houses  were  identified  with  Para- 
mount Theatres,  Ltd.,  and  the  taking  over 
of  that  company  brought  Famous  Players 
either  ownership  or  interest  in  the  following 
units:  Regent,  Galt;  Regent,  Guelph; 

Strand,  Kingston;  Strand,  Ottawa;  Teck, 
Family,  King  George,  Garden  and  Alhambra, 
Toronto;  Savoy,  Hamilton,  and  the  Royal  at 
Port  Hope,  Ont.  The  British  Columbia  Para- 
mount Theatres  group  comprised  the  Do- 
minion, Vancouver;  Dominion,  Victoria;  Do- 
minion, Nanaimo,  and  the  Rex  at  Revelstoke. 
With  the  Regent  and  Strand  at  Toronto  and 
the  Broadway  at  Vaucouver,  the  opening  cir- 
cuit comprised  18  houses. 

Thirty-seven  employes  have  been  on  the 
staff  since  the  outset  and  these  will  be  char- 
ter members  of  the  25  Year  Club.  Each  one 
received  an  appropriate  service  badge  and  the 
choice  of  a $100  victory  bond  or  an  inscribed 
gold  watch  as  a practical  memento. 

The  anniversary  has  been  marked  by  a 
special  exploitation  and  publicity  campaign 
throughout  the  dominion. 

A contest  among  the  theatre  managers 
has  been  arranged  and  scrapbooks  are  to  be 
prepared  for  submission  to  headoffice  for 
plaque  awards  to  be  presented  at  the  next 
managers’  conference,  probably  in  early 
summer. 

The  slogan  for  the  occasion  is:  “Famous 
Players — Celebrating  25  Years  of  Leadership 
in  Entertainment.” 


SPRINGFIELD 


The  Garden  here,  did  good  business  on  a 
revival  booking  of  Rudolph  Valentino  in 
“Son  of  the  Sheik”  . . . “To  Have  and  Have 
Not”  was  setting  a fast  fourth-week  pace  at 
Charlie  Patch’s  Art. 

Joseph  Shea,  former  assistant  at  the  Gar- 
den in  Greenfield,  has  been  promoted  to 
manager,  replacing  the  late  Claude  Frederick. 
The  new  assistant  is  Francis  Beaupre,  who 
for  many  years  was  a manager  and  assistant 
manager  for  Western  Massachusetts  Thea- 
tres. 

Jose  Iturbi,  star  of  “Music  for  Millions,” 
made  a personal  appearance  at  the  Audi- 
torium Friday  evening,  last  week  . . . Horace 
Descelles,  recently  released  from  the  army, 
has  returned  to  the  Strand,  Pittsfield,  as 
manager  . . . Loew’s  Poli  New  England  Thea- 
tres, were  granted  a building  permit  to  make 
alterations  at  the  Poli  here,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $9,050. 

Phil  Engel,  UA  publicist,  was  through  the 
territory  for  “Guest  in  the  House”  . . . 
Manager  Herb  Brown  of  the  Victoria  in 
Greenfield  is  entering  the  army  February  14 
and  a farewell  party  was  being  planned  by 
managers  of  the  area.  Brown  is  a son-in-law 
of  Louis  Rosenwig  . . . Arthur  Mabey,  State, 
Milford,  won  third  prize  in  the  bond  selling- 
contest  staged  recently  by  Interstate  circuit. 

George  Freeman  reported  new  records  were 
set  on  a second  week  holdover  of  “Meet  Me 
in  St.  Louis”  at  the  Poli  ...  In  cooperation 
with  the  fuel  saving  program,  all  theatres 
have  eliminated  all  midnight  and  “early  bird” 
shows.  Instead  of  9:30  and  11:00  a.  m.,  doors 
now  open  at  noon. 

In  addition,  managers  are  placing  special 
slugs  on  their  newspaper  ads,  lobby  display 
signs  and  on  screen  trailers  which  read: 
"Note  to  Patrons — Turn  out  the  lights  and 
check  the  furnace  and  then  come  and  see  a 
swell  show.  BE  PATRIOTIC  . . . CONSERVE 
COAL.”  Also,  “When  you  are  attending  this 
theatre,  we  suggest  that  you  turn  down  heat 
at  your  home.” 

Wendall  Moore  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Art  here  under 
Charles  Patch.  Former  Assistant  Fierrio  was 
drafted  in  the  marines  . . . Local  managers 
report  the  brownout  has  not  cut  business 
grosses  in  this  territory. 


Editor  Praises  Council  Plan 

SPRINGFIELD  — The  Motion  Picture 
Council  of  Springfield,  composed  of  educa- 
tional representatives,  was  praised  in  an  edi- 
torial by  the  Springfield  Union,  a daily.  In 
part,  the  editorial  stated  that  by  recommend- 
ing and  selecting  motion  pictures  for  various 
age  groups  the  organization  presents  a plan 
“to  elevate  the  movies.”  Local  theatre  man- 
agers were  urged  to  be  guided  by  these  selec- 
tions. The  editorial  “hoped  that  the  Motion 
Picture  Council  plan  would  exert  a large  in- 
fluence in  correcting  undesirable  conditions, 
and  stiffening  the  backbones  of  the  local  ex- 
hibitors to  insist  on  getting  what  they  want, 
or  should  want,  in  order  to  elevate  the  tone 
of  motion  pictures.” 


Circus  Fire  Trials  Start 

HARTFORD — The  trial  of  five  employes  of 
the  Ringling  Bros.-Barnum  & Bailey  circus 
on  charges  of  manslaughter  arising  from  the 
disastrous  fire  here  last  July  6 was  scheduled 
to  start  Friday  (16)  in  superior  court.  Hear- 
ings of  the  claimants  against  the  circus 
opened  before  the  board  of  arbitration  last 
week.  The  first  case  was  that  of  William  A. 
Curlee,  29,  a victim  whose  widow  appeared  as 
administratrix  of  his  estate. 
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CIO  Urges  Pictures 
For  Local  Union 

(From  Eastern  Edition) 

PITTSBURGH  — The  importance  of  films 
as  a powerful  propaganda  medium  has  again 
been  recognized  by  the  CIO  in  a 28-page 
brochure  which  lists  a selected  group  of  ex- 
cellent documentary  films  and  tells  how  they 
may  be  used  by  locals  together  with  sources 
of  supply.  “One  picture  can  tell  more  than 
1,000  words,”  the  introduction  states,  “and 
pictures  often  tell  stories  that  cannot  as  ef- 
fectively be  put  into  words.” 

Documentary  films  emphasize  subject  mat- 
ter rather  than  characters  “but  it  is  a fact 
that  people  like  to  go  to  the  movies,”  the 
pamphlet  states.  "The  medium  is  not  only 
popular  but  the  audience  is  more  receptive 
to  new  ideas,  so  that  attitudes  and  beliefs 
can  be  changed. 

“Seeing  how  our  Allies  and  enemies  live 
can  help  us  to  understand  them  better.  See- 
ing the  destruction  aerial  attacks  have 
wrought  makes  our  concept  of  total  war  more 
vivid  and  real  and  can  stimulate  our  desire 
to  help  rebuild  these  areas.  Seeing  the  condi- 
tions in  which  people  work  in  other  lands  or 
even  in  other  parts  of  our  own  vast  country 
increases  our  awareness  of  the  necessity  for 
unity.  Seeing  history  pass  before  us  brings  it 
to  life.” 

Discussion  groups  can  be  organized  around 
the  films,  the  pamphleteer  advises.  Warning 
that  showings  should  not  last  too  long,  the 
UE  News,  official  organ  of  the  United  Electri- 
cal, Radio  and  Machine  Workers  of  America, 
CIO,  states:  “The  job  of  the  local  leader  is  to 
organize  an  audience.  It  is  the  easiest  thing 
in  the  world  to  organize  audiences  to  suit  your 
purposes,  for  you  will  be  meeting  a natural 
demand,” 

The  informative  little  book  is  published  by 
the  CIO  department  of  research  and  educa- 
tion, 718  Jackson  PL,  N.  W.,  Washington  6. 
Some  of  the  subject  headings  are:  “Labor 
History  and  Problems,”  “The  Industrial 
Front,”  “Home  Front,”  “Farm  Front,”  “Fight- 
ing Front,”  “Background  and  History  of  the 
War,”  “Anti-Fascism,”  “Reconstruction  and 
the  Postwar  World,”  “Education”  and 
“Health  and  Nutrition.” 


NEW  BRITAIN 


TUTanager  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Spivak,  Music 
Box,  are  parents  of  a son,  who  has  been 
named  Burton,  born  at  St.  Francis  Hospital 
in  Hartford  . . . With  contributions  still  roll- 
ing in,  New  Britain’s  Mile  of  Dimes  barometer 
recently  reached  $15,306.44  including  theatre 
collections  . . . Manager  Victor  Morelli,  Bris- 
tol, is  continuing  to  improve  steadily  at  Bris- 
tol Hospital  following  an  attack  of  pneu- 
monia. 

Randy  Mailer,  manager  of  the  Strand,  has 
been  named  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  drive 
. . . Best  wishes  to  Manager  and  Mrs.  Bob 
Elliana,  Alhambra  of  Waterbury,  on  their 
22nd  wedding  anniversary  which  they  cele- 
brated by  going  to  New  York. 

The  big,  new  candy  stand  at  Walter  Mur- 
phy’s Capitol,  New  London,  has  enhanced  the 
beauty  of  the  lobby.  Murphy  has  been  named 
New  London  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  drive 
. . . Giovanni  Martinelli  and  stars  from  the 
Metropolitan  and  Chicago  Opera  companies 
were  presented  at  Loew’s  Poli,  Waterbury. 

Joe  DiLorenzo,  Daly  circuit,  ploughed  into 
Hartford  headquarters  from  Plainfield 
through  the  snow  last  week. 


To  Pilot  "The  Monster  and  the  Ape" 

Howard  Bretherton  is  set  to  Pilot  Colum- 
bia’s “The  Monster  and  the  Ape,”  a serial. 


When  Film  Opportunity  Beckoned 
Charles  Moskowitz  Was  Ready 


(From  Eastern  Edition) 


HELP  WANTED— MALE 

Bookkeeper,  bright  young  man  to  work  in  of- 
fice of  small  theatre  circuit;  exceptional  oppor- 
tunity, apply  David  Bernsiein,  American  Theatre, 
W.  42  St. 


'THAT’S  IT!”  shouted  Charles  C.  Moskowitz 
when  he  discovered  the  above  ad  (or  a rea- 
sonable facsimile)  in  a 
New  York  daily  some 
33  years  ago.  Mosko- 
witz, then  an  account- 
ing student  at  NYU, 
sensed  the  opportu- 
nity of  a lifetime.  Was 
he  right?  Events  of  the 
past  three  decades 
prove  that  he  was. 

After  seeing  the  ad, 
he  wasted  no  time  in 
dashing  uptown  for  an 
interview  with  Bern- 
stein. Impressed  with 
the  youth's  personal- 
ity, Bernstein  said:  “You’re  hired,”  thus  start- 
ing him  on  the  road  to  success. 

Both  the  Loew’s  circuit  and  Moskowitz 
have  gone  far  since  those  pioneer  days.  Mos- 
kowitz advanced  from  bookkeeper  to  a com- 
manding position  in  the  industry.  At  first 
he  pored  over  the  circuit’s  ledgers  by  day, 
continuing  at  NYU  at  night. 


CHAS.  C.  MOSKOWITZ 


Learns  the  Business  at  Nights 

He  welcomed  his  exit  from  college  not  only 
because  he  obtained  his  sheepskin  but  be- 
cause it  gave  him  a chance  to  spend  his 
nights  learning  the  theatre  business  at 
Loew’s  New  York  Theatre  and  Roof  Garden 
and  the  Manhattan  Opera  House. 

Moskowitz’s  flair  for  figures  enabled  him 
to  learn  the  details  of  theatre  operation  much 
faster  than  the  average  neophyte.  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  at  that  time  general  manager, 
was  impressed  with  the  youth’s  willingness 
to  work  long  hours  at  night  after  putting  in 
a full  day  at  the  office. 

When  Moskowitz  showed  definite  signs  of 
grasping  the  more  important  details  of  thea- 
tre management,  Schenck,  who  was  then  de- 
voting more  time  to  production  matters, 
transferred  additional  responsibilities  to  him. 
Formal  recognition  followed  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed Schenck’s  assistant. 

Edward  J.  Mannix  had  left  a desk  job  in 
the  Loew  office  to  go  on  the  road  as  an  ex- 
ploiteer  for  “Queen  Elizabeth,”  one  of  the 
first  full-length  features.  It  was  this  vacancy 
which  enabled  Moskowitz  to  enter  the  theatre 
department. 


Responsibilities  Are  Enlarged 

With  Schenck’s  absorption  in  production 
matters  following  the  merger  of  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer  in  1924,  Moskowitz  assumed  a 
greater  share  of  the  responsibility  for  oper- 
ating the  theatres. 

“It’s  water  under  the  bridge,”  he  recounts, 
“but  it  is  amusing  to  recall  how  hard  I 
worked  when  I succeeded  Schenck  as  general 
manager  of  the  Palisades  Amusement  Park 
in  New  Jersey. 

“I’d  work  at  the  Loew  office  from  9 to 
5:30,  grab  a sandwich  and  then  rush  over  to 
New  Jersey.  It  was  really  something  for  me 
just  to  keep  awake  until  1 a.  m.  then  report 
for  work  at  Loew’s  next  morning  at  9. 

“It  was  such  a grind  that  I used  to  pray  for 
rain  every  day  so  that  I could  get  a night  off. 
Every  once  in  a while  my  prayers  were  an- 
swered and  I was  able  to  make  up  for  some 
lost  sleep.” 

His  motto  is:  “See  every  picture  before  you 
play  it!”  He  has  adhered  to  this  for  a score 
of  years. 

Moskowitz  is  an  enthusiastic  booster  of  the 


circuit’s  managers  who  have  served  unself- 
ishly in  selling  $140,000,000  in  war  bonds  since 
Pearl  Harbor. 

Innovations  that  help  to  improve  service  or 
solve  vexing  problem  are  his  forte.  When 
word  of  the  expected  brownout  became  known, 
technicians  under  his  inspiration  immediate- 
ly began  experimenting  with  an  automobile 
headlight  equipped  with  a 35-watt  bulb.  This 
device  was  designed  to  furnish  marquee  light 
without  exceeding  the  legal  limit. 

No  blind  worshipper  of  custom,  he  scrapped 
Loew’s  traditional  outdoor  posters  and  weekly 
theatre  programs  several  years  ago  in  favor 
of  newspaper  directory  advertising.  Many  cir- 
cuits have  since  adopted  this  practice. 

Predicts  Big  Postwar  Era 

He  believes  that  the  war  has  made  service 
men  “picture-minded”  even  though  they  were 
not  filmgoers  before,  and  he  predicts  a 
whooping  good  postwar  period  of  prosperity 
for  the  motion  picture  industry. 

A strong  advocate  of  the  personal  touch  in 
business,  his  office  is  open  to  anyone  at  any- 
time. He  was  a prime  mover  in  inaugurating 
a welfare  fund  and  a retirement  system  for 
Loews  employes. 

One  infallible  way  to  recognize  Moskowitz 
in  a public  gathering  is  by  the  fresh  carna- 
tion he  wears  in  his  lapel.  He  hasn’t  missed 
changing  the  bloom  every  day  for  more  than 
20  years. 

Lawyer  Fees  Suggested 
For  Circus  Fire  Suits 

HARTFORD— The  executive  committee  of 
the  Hartford  County  Bar  Ass’n  has  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of  a schedule  of 
fees  for  lawyers  representing  claimants  in- 
jured and  the  estates  of  persons  who  died  in 
the  Ringling  Bros.-Barnum  & Bailey  circus 
fire  in  Hartford  last  summer.  One  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  died  in  the  fire  and  several 
hundred  were  injured.  Ten  per  cent  of  the 
amount  recovered  has  been  set  as  attorney 
fee  in  death  cases;  15  per  cent  in  injury  cases 
where  the  recovery  is  under  $5,000;  ten  per 
cent  where  between  $5,000  and  $20,000  is  re- 
covered, and  no  extra  charge  over  $20,000. 

Alfred  C.  Baldwin  of  New  Haven,  state 
referee  and  former  judge  of  the  superior 
court,  has  been  named  by  Chief  Justice  Wil- 
liam M.  Maltbie  of  the  supreme  court  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  arbitration  in 
the  matter  of  claims  arising  against  the 
circus.  Hearings  will  be  started  within  a week 
or  just  as  soon  as  the  arbitration  committee 
can  organize. 


PORTLAND 


XJarry  Botwick , manager  of  M&P  State 
Theatre,  was  one  of  12  business  men  to 
be  guests  of  Edward  Donelly  of  Donelly  Ad- 
vertising Co.,  when  James  McCarthy,  dean 
of  economics  at  Notre  Dame,  spoke  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  Boston  Advertising  Club  in  the 
Statler  Hotel  in  Boston. 

“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  and  “Holly- 
wood Canteen”  were  two  of  half  a dozen  pic- 
tures to  be  held  over  by  the  State  Theatre 
. . . All  that  remains  to  be  done  now  is  to  ob- 
tain the  charter  and  bylaws  to  organize  Tub 
No.  2 of  the  Tub  Thumpers  Club  in  Portland. 

A Wac  medical  recruitment  drive  will  start 
immediately,  being  handled  by  the  war  ad- 
vertising council  . . . John  Divney,  former 
manager  of  the  Maine  Theatre  in  Portland  is 
now  stationed  in  France. 
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Television  Is  Not  On  Way  But  Here, 
RKO  Executive  Tells  Ad  Men 


(From  Midwest  Edition) 

KANSAS  CITY — About  the  only  thing  the 
postwar  world  is  going  to  do  for  television 
is  to  spread  its  activities  over  the  entire 
nation  because  the  much  discussed  bugaboo 
of  the  entertainment  world  came  out  of  the 
laboratories  in  1939  and  is  already  a boom- 
ing affair. 

This,  in  effect,  was  the  assertion  of  Dick 
Hooper,  sales  promotion  executive  and  tele- 
vision producer  for  the  Radio  Corporation  of 
America,  in  an  address  before  the  Advertis- 
ing and  Sales  Executives  Club  here  recently. 

“Right  now  there  are  nine  television  sta- 
tions in  the  country  and  every  night  in  the 
week  they  run  everything  from  grand  opera 
down  to  the  lousiest  corn,”  Hooper  said. 

He  remarked  that  people  constantly  ask 
him  what  effect  universal  television  will 
have  on  motion  picture  theatres  and  the 
newspaper  business. 

“Won’t  Hurt  Theatres” 

“It’s  riot  going  to  hurt  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness particularly  because  we  can’t  give  you 
any  written  record  with  television,”  Hooper 
asserted.  “As  to  the  theatres,  it  won’t  bother 
them  and  will  probably  help  them  as  long 
as  people  like  to  get  out  and  mingle  with 
crowds.” 

He  pointed  out  that  present  day  screen 
trailers  actually  can  reach  only  the  motion 
picture  patrons  who  have  already  been  at- 
tracted to  the  theatres. 

“But  with  television  you  can  really  take 
that  trailer  right  into  the  home  and  you 
can’t  tell  me  that  people  who  never  go  to 
the  show  won’t  get  out  and  go  to  see  how 
a picture  turned  out  after  seeing  part  of 
it  on  their  television  sets,”  Hooper  said. 

To  bolster  his  contention  that  television 
will  not  wreck  theatre  business  he  remarked 
that  most  major  producers  already  have  ap- 
plied for  television  licenses  and  said  such 
present  stars  of  radio  as  Jack  Benny,  Ed 
Wynn,  Fred  Allen  and  Fibber  McGee  are 
gearing  their  shows  today  to  television 
broadcasting. 

Television  production,  however,  will  con- 
siderably alter  the  present  day  method  of 
recruiting  performers,  according  to  Hooper. 

“A  performer  can’t  be  ‘John’s  other  wife’ 
on  one  show  and  then  switch  over  to  ‘Dr. 
Kildare’s  secretary’  when  she  must  mem- 
orize her  parts,”  Hooper  said.  He  added 
that  much  of  the  acting  talent  probably 


will  be  recruited  from  little  theatres  and 
high  school  and  college  dramatic  classes 
when  television  spreads  over  the  nation. 

Hooper  said  television's  biggest  possibility 
at  the  present  time  is  in  bringing  spot  news 
into  the  homes  of  America. 

Anything  Eye  Can  See 

“Television  today  can  bring  you  anything 
the  naked  eye  can  see,  whenever  we  can 
get  a camera  close  enough,”  Hooper  said. 
“And  with  long  range  lenses  we  can  get 
plenty  close.” 

Hooper  said  television  will  give  everybody 
who  has  a set  a seat  on  the  50-yard  line 
at  football  games  and  commented,  “You  can 
sit  there  in  your  easy  chair  with  a scotch 
and  soda  in  one  hand  and  anything  else 
you  can  get  in  your  other  hand  and  see 
everything  that’s  going  on.” 

As  an  advertising  medium  Hooper  asserted 
that  television  already  has  proved  its  value 
and  he  predicted  it  would  soon  become 
a billion  dollar  industry  and  provide  four 
and  a half  million  jobs. 

He  said  RCA  is  presently  marketing  a 
television  set  for  $200  and  that  present 
television  images  are  “as  good  as  the  finest 
16mm  pictures  you  can  see.” 

Strong  Ad  Medium 

Color  in  television  will  not  come  for  years, 
according  to  Hooper,  and  he  likened  the 
present  stage  of  the  new  industry  to  the 
early  days  of  radio  and  motion  pictures. 

From  an  advertising  standpoint  Hooper 
said  television  would  enable  merchants  not 
only  to  describe  and  picture  such  items  as 
evening  gowns  and  fur  coats  but  “they  can 
even  take  the  very  swish  of  the  cloth  into 
the  home.” 

Smiley  Signs  Three-Year 
Contract  With  Columbia 

(From  Hollywood  Edition) 

Smiley  Burnette,  western  character  star, 
has  signed  a contract  with  Columbia  calling 
for  him  to  appear  in  eight  pictures  a year  for 
three  years,  in  all  of  which  he  will  be  co- 
starred  with  Charles  Starrett. 

Burnette  will  drop  the  name,  “Frog,”  by 
which  he  has  been  known  in  recent  films,  to 
be  established  as  a character  named  “Smiley,” 
and  will  continue  to  use  his  horse,  Black-Eyed 
Nellie. 


Bureau  Film  Aims 
Turning  to  Postwar 

(From  Hollywood  Edition) 

Seven  subjects  requested  by  the  army  and 
navy  and  other  governmental  agencies,  to  be 
produced  by  various  studios,  majors  and  in- 
dependents, are  being  prepared  by  the  Hol- 
lywood WAC  under  supervision  of  Chairman 
John  Cromwell  and  Tom  W.  Baily,  coordina- 
tor. 

The  films  are  being  made  ready  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Hollywood  Writers  Mobilization 
following  several  meetings  held  in  Hollywood 
and  New  York  between  the  WAC  chiefs,  El- 
mer Davis  of  the  OWI,  Ted  R.  Gamble,  na- 
tional war  finance  director,  and  Taylor  M. 
Mills,  chief  of  the  domestic  motion  picture 
bureau  of  the  OWI. 

With  Dr.  James  T.  Shotwell  serving  as  con- 
sultant, Edward  Eliscu  is  writing  “Adventure 
in  Prosperity,”  detailing  the  dependence  of 
all  countries  on  one  another’s  goods  and 
manpower. 

Allen  Rivkin  is  scripting  a subject  on  post- 
war jobs,  based  upon  President  Roosevelt’s 
promise  of  60,000,000  jobs  and  outlining  the 
efforts  of  management,  agriculture,  labor  and 
the  government  to  attain  this  goal. 

“What  Every  Veteran  Should  Know”  ex- 
plains the  GI  Bill  of  Rights  and  other  legis- 
lation affecting  the  demobilized  veteran.  The 
script  was  written  by  Tom  Baily. 

Produced  in  Technicolor,  Walt  Disney  is 
completing  “Something  You  Didn’t  Eat,”  a 
film  on  nutrition. 

David  O.  Selznick’s  contribution  to  the  pro- 
gram will  be  “When  He  Comes  Home,”  to 
advise  the  public  how  to  treat  the  returning 
soldier.  Dore  Schary  will  produce. 

“Facts  About  Lend-Lease”  is  to  be  made 
for  release  on  the  anniversary  of  the  lend- 
lease  program. 

Oscar  Saul  is  preparing  the  scenario  for 
“Skyways  of  Tomorrow,”  showing  how  the 
air  transport  command  is  opening  pathways 
ior  future  commercial  and  private  aviation. 


BRIDGEPORT 


Benjamin  Beckman  of  Columbia  Records  is 
learning  the  theatre  business  as  assistant 
to  Manager  Edwin  Rhia  of  the  Merritt  . . . 
Confirmed  reports  have  Frank  Sinatra  in- 
terested in  purchasing  a summer  home  in 
Bethel  . . . Morris  and  Molly  Rosenthal  were 
in  Boston  for  a general  physical  checkup  at 
the  Lahey  clinic. 

Manager  Matt  Saunders  of  Loew’s  Poli 
made  a tieup  with  Station  WNAB  for  a talent 
hunt  contest  in  connection  with  “Song  to  Re- 
member,” with  Romona  Goodman,  student  as- 
sistant manager,  handling  the  details  for  the 
theatre  . . . The  usherettes  at  the  Merritt 
have  new  uniforms.  They  are  made  of  gabar- 
dine with  tan  packets  and  brown  skirts 
trimmed  in  cherry  red  piping.  The  acces- 
sories include  a white  dickey  and  brown  tie. 

Our  sympathy  to  Manager  Murray  Howard 
of  the  Palace,  Norwalk,  on  the  death  of  his 
sister  in  California.  Howard  was  formerly 
manager  of  the  Merritt  here  . . . Howard 
Rickel,  doorman  at  Loew's  Poli,  is  keeping 
bachelor  quarters  while  his  wife  is  passing 
several  weeks  in  Florida  . . . There  is  talk  of 
a large  indoor  arena  being  built  here  after 
the  war. 

Burlesque  is  out  at  Jacques  Theatre  in 
Waterbury  . . . The  Fine  Arts  Theatre  in 
Westport  collected  $373  for  the  March  of 
Dimes  . . . The  Klein  Memorial,  which  has 
been  playing  revivals  on  weekends,  is  plan- 
ning to  try  a couple  of  first  runs  . . . Mrs. 
Albert  E.  Shea  was  a New  York  visitor. 


“Over  100  Inquiries— Coast  to  Coast” 

"Had  it  not  been  for  the  vast  and  extensive  coverage  of 
BOXOFFICE,  I am  sure  the  disposal  of  my  theatre  would  not 
have  been  as  rapid  nor  as  successful  in  the  resultant  negoti- 
ations. I received  over  100  inquiries  — letters  from  every 
section  of  the  nation  and  from  coast  to  coast. 

"Thanks  for  your  assistance. 

(Signed)  "BERNARD  KONRADY." 

Let  BOXOFFICE  Clearing  House  help  you  sell.  Big 
results  at  little  cost. 

(See  inside  back  cover — any  issue) 
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Senate  Approves  Home 
Rule  on  Sunday  Shows 


Reagan  and  Staff  Host 
Texas  Theatre  Men 

DALLAS  — In  line  with  the  Paramount 
policy  to  “visit  around”  and  know  what  ex- 
hibitors are  doing  and  thinking,  Charles  M. 
Reagan,  vice-president  in  charge  of  distribu- 
tion, and  his  staff  were  hosts  Friday  noon 
last  week  at  a luncheon  to  125  Texas  theatre 
men  in  the  Baker  Hotel.  There  were  other 
informal  meetings  arranged  in  both  the  Baker 
and  the  Adolphus,  as  well  as  at  the  Variety 
Club. 

Reagan  told  the  theatre  men  that  he  would 
talk  to  them  about  any  grievance  they  had 
and  with  both  the  company  and  the  exhibitor 
being  fair,  a solution  could  surely  be  reached. 

Accompanying  Reagan  were  R.  M.  Gillham, 
director  of  publicity  and  advertising;  Claude 
Lee,  director  of  public  relations,  and  J.  J. 
Donohue,  central  division  manager. 

Sharing  the  first  table  with  Reagan  and  his 
staff  were  Karl  Hoblitzelle  and  R.  J.  O’Don- 
nell, president  and  vice-president  of  Inter- 
state circuit;  H.  J.  Griffith  and  R.  I.  Payne, 
president  and  vice-president  of  R.  E.  Griffith 
Theatres;  E.  H.  Rowley,  president  of  Robb 
& Rowley-United  Theatres,  and  M.  A.  Light- 
man,  president  of  Malco  Theatres  of  Mem- 
phis. 

Others  present: 

Lynn  Stocker,  Fred  Hoenscheidt,  Ray  Hig- 
don, Bob  Davis  and  Matt  Dowling,  all  of  the 
R.  E.  Griffith  circuit;  John  Q.  Adams,  E.  J. 
Solon,  P.  J.  Johnston,  William  O’Donnell, 
Frank  Starz,  Besa  Short,  Ray  Beall,  Van 
Holloman  and  Frank  Shelby,  all  of  Inter- 
state circuit. 

W.  E.  Crist  and  Ed  Green,  army  theatres; 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  Allied  Theatre 
Owners;  Phil  Isley,  A1  Pickett  and  C.  O.  Wise, 
Isley  theatres;  C.  V.  Jones,  Don  Douglas,  Ed 
Rowley  jr.  and  John  Rowley,  Bill  Simms, 
R&R-United  Theatres;  Wallace  Walthall  and 
F.  W.  Allen,  National  Screen  Service;  J.  G. 
Long,  Glenn  McClain  and  Theo  Routt,  J.  G. 
Long  Theatres;  C.  C.  Ezell,  W.  G.  Under- 
wood, Ben  Ferguson,  Forrest  Dunlap,  Tom 
Brittain,  H.  S.  Leon  and  C.  D.  Leon. 

C,  H.  “Buck”  Weaver,  manager  of  the  Ok- 
lahoma City  Paramount  branch,  was  there 
with  his  salesmen,  Sam  Brunk,  Tom  McKean, 
R.  Williams  and  H.  K,  Buchanan,  booker.  C. 
C.  McClintock,  Memphis  manager,  brought 
along  Salesmen  Dick  Setloan,  Bill  Kroeger, 
Jack  Young  and  Bob  Kilgore. 

The  Dallas  hosts  were  District  Manager 
Duke  Clark,  who  had  personal  supervision  of 
the  whole  affair;  Branch  Manager  Fred  Lar- 
ned,  Sales  Manager  Heywood  Simmons,  Sales- 
men Bob  Bauer,  Stanley  Zimmerman,  Frank 
Rule,  Tom  Bridge  and  Walter  Weems  and 
Exploiteer  Allan  Glenn. 


Veteran  Showman  Dead 

DALLAS  — Charles  Kimball,  58,  veteran 
showman  of  silent  days,  died  here  at  the 
home  of  his  son.  He  was  buried  in  Denison. 
Kimball  operated  the  Pope  and  American 
theatres  in  McKinney  from  1910  to  1922.  After 
that  he  operated  skating  rinks  over  Texas. 
Because  of  ill  health  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness several  years.  He  was  a half  brother 
of  Raymond  Comes,  who  operates  the  Pal- 
ace and  Cornes  theatres  in  Farmersville. 


Variety  Host  to  Amputees 

ATLANTA — The  Variety  Club  gave  a party 
at  the  clubrooms  for  patients  from  Lawson 
General  Hospital.  The  boys,  all  amputees, 
were  brought  to  the  clubroom  by  Red  Cross 
women.  There  were  games,  beer  and  soft 
drinks  and  a delicious  luncheon,  all  with- 
out speechmaking  and  formalities.  Marion 
Francis,  singer;  Myra  Lott,  hula  dancer,  and 
Jack  Almand,  pianist,  furnished  the  en- 
tertainment. 


Theatre  ", Fire " Is  Only 
A Small  Boy  Choking 

Memphis  — “Fire,”  called  an  excited 
usher  over  the  telephone,  “at  the  Malco 
Theatre.” 

Six  fire  trucks  sped  to  the  scene. 

They  found  no  fire  but  Warren  Wilkins, 
eight,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Wilkins, 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  was  crying  for  help. 
The  usher  thought  it  must  be  a fire  so 
he  turned  in  the  alarm  and  investigated 
the  cry  later.  Firemen  said  the  boy  must 
have  had  popcorn  hung  in  his  throat  and 
sent  him  to  Baptist  Hospital. 

The  firemen  were  as  wrong  as  the 
usher.  At  the  hospital  doctors  diagnosed 
it  as  a throat  ailment,  accompanied  by 
fever,  which  brought  out  a choking  sensa- 
tion. The  youngster  recovered  and  was 
taken  home. 


Chas.  Kelly,  M-G-M  Booker, 
Missing  Over  Germany 

DALLAS — The  war  department  has  noti- 
fied the  family  of  Dayton  Charles  Kelly,  33, 
gunner  on  a B17,  that  he  was  missing  after 
his  33rd  mission  over  Germany.  He  was  an 
M-G-M  booker  for  several  years  until  he 
joined  the  air  service.  He  was  graduated  from 
Texas  University.  He  participated  in  all  Va- 
riety Club  tournaments  here. 


Heavy  Mexican  Schedule 

MEXICO  CITY — Mexican  studios  will  pro- 
duce about  60  pictures  this  year  if  raw  stock 
allotments  from  the  United  States  are  not 
cut  down. 


— Photo  by  Frank  Shelby 

POINTERS  ON  THE  PACIFIC— Lieut. 
Thomas  C.  Billings  of  the  U.S.  marine 
air  corps,  points  out  to  R.  J.  O’Donnell, 
general  manager  of  Interstate  circuit  at 
Dallas,  where  he  was  located  during  en- 
gagements in  the  South  Pacific.  Billings, 
at  home  on  leave  for  the  first  time  in 
two  years,  has  completed  73  bombing  mis- 
sions. He  wears  the  Presidential  Unit 
Citation  and  the  Pacific  Ribbon.  He  was 
formerly  at  the  Arcade  Theatre  in  Tem- 
ple, Tex. 


ATLANTA — The  Georgia  senate  voted  35 
to  8 to  make  Sunday  picture  shows  legal  in 
Georgia  provided  a majority  of  the  voters  in 
a city  or  county  favor  Sabbath  shows  in 
referendum  elections. 

The  chief  argument  advanced  for  the  meas- 
ure was  that  it  gave  the  people  home  rule. 

Sen.  Homer  L.  Causey  of  Alma  sponsored 
the  Sunday  motion  picture  bill.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  measure  provides  for  Sunday 
films  only  between  the  hours  of  2 and  11:30 
p.  m„  so  will  not  interfere  with  church  at- 
tendance. 

“I  do  not  go  to  movies  or  play  golf  or  go 
fishing  myself  on  Sunday,  but  the  people  of 
my  county  want  to  vote  on  this  issue,”  Sena- 
tor Causey  said. 

Sen.  Spence  Grayson  of  Savannah  empha- 
sized the  measure  does  not  legalize  Sunday 
pictures  until  a majority  of  the  voters  have 
signified  they  want  them,  and  ten  per  cent 
of  the  registered  voters  can  petition  for  a 
referendum. 

Both  Causey  and  Grayson  said  Sunday 
shows  are  more  wholesome  than  road  houses 
and  dance  halls  that  are  attended  by  Georgia 
youths  and  service  men  when  there  are  no 
picture  shows  open. 

Sen.  George  Harrell  spoke  against  the 
measure. 

“If  you  are  going  to  pass  this  bill,  you 
ought  to  put  in  it  a ban  against  any  pictures 
showing  men  riding  around  on  horses  and 
shooting  everybody  in  sight,”  Senator  Har- 
rell said.  “Wild  west  movies  set  a bad  ex- 
ample for  Georgia  boys.” 

Sen.  Charles  T.  Edwards  of  Monticello  said 
he  could  not  vote  for  anything  he  regarded 
as  morally  wrong. 

Sen.  George  Sabados  of  Albany  declared 
that  no  one  could  not  get  a jury  in  Albany 
to  convict  a motion  picture  operator  for  a 
Sunday  show,  as  the  people  want  them. 

“After  all,  law  is  just  public  sentiment,”  he 
added. 

The  measure  has  not  passed  the  house. 

Two  Wartime  Theatres 
Progressing  Swiftly 

DALLAS — Construction  of  two  big  wartime 
theatres  in  this  area  under  WPB  priority  is 
progressing  swiftly. 

Steel  for  the  roof  has  been  set  for  the  Robb 
& Rowley-United  theatre  on  the  Fort  Worth 
cutoff  in  a district  comprising  thousands  of 
temporary  homes  for  war  workers  and  a fast 
growing  permanent  residential  section. 

Walls  are  nearly  completed  and  the  roof 
will  soon  be  set  on  B.  R.  McLendon’s  new 
Casa  Linda  Theatre  on  Garland  Rd.  and 
Buckner  Blvd.,  in  the  $2,000,000  community 
center  projected  by  Carl  M.  Brown. 

Memphis  to  Be  Host  Feb.  23 
To  Red  Cross  Drive  Rally 

MEMPHIS — Tom  Young,  20th-Fox  branch 
manager,  is  busy  with  plans  for  the  February 
23  midsouth  rally  of  the  theatre  industry  for 
the  Red  Cross  drive.  He  announced  Mary 
Poston,  executive  secretary  of  the  Red  Cross 
here,  would  attend  the  meeting  at  Hotel  Pea- 
body. 

Young,  chairman  of  the  WAC,  said  all 
Memphis  exhibitors  and  12  from  out  of  town 
already  had  made  reservations  for  the  lunch- 
eon rally. 
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ATLANTA 


Uarmon  Benjamin  Nasworthy,  76,  formerly 

1 of  Atlanta,  and  father-in-law  of  Bill 
Aiken,  manager  of  Loew’s  Grand,  died  re- 
cently . . . Fred  Jack,  southern  division 
manager  of  UA,  recently  took  a trip  to 
Jacksonville  and  Miami  . . . The  Monogram 
Southern  staff  gave  Ruth  Roberts  a birth- 
day party  February  2.  There  was  a large 
birthday  cake  surrounded  by  many  gifts. 

Ernest  Pelegrin,  formerly  with  National 
Screen  Service,  has  received  a medical  dis- 
charge from  the  navy,  and  is  expected  home 
as  soon  as  he  is  released  from  the  naval 
hospital  at  Portsmouth,  Va. 

William  Gleicher  of  the  M-G-M  sales  de- 
partment visited  Atlanta  on  his  way  to 
New  York  . . . John  Jenkins,  president  of 
Astor  Pictures,  Dallas,  visited  Filmrow  . . . 
Jay  Solomon  of  the  Independent  Theatres, 
Chattanooga,  was  on  Filmrow  booking  . . . 
Maude  Williams,  Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
was  ill  recently  . . . Jack  Scott  of  Columbia 
has  been  inducted  into  the  army. 

Sgt.  Ralph  Giddish,  formerly  with  Na- 
tional Screen  Service,  has  returned  to  this 
country  after  being  overseas  for  over  a year 
in  the  air  corps. 

F.  A.  McDermitt,  auditor  for  Universal, 
recently  visited  the  Dallas  exchange  . . . 
Harry  Graham,  southern  district  manager 
of  Universal,  attended  the  North  and  South 
Carolina  Theatre  Owners’  convention  and 
closed  some  pending  deals  . . . Raymond 
Edwards,  former  booker  at  Warners,  has 
been  made  a coxswain  in  the  navy. 

Gin  rummy  has  hit  Filmrow.  Abe  Brown 
of  K&B  Soda  Co.  has  been  taking  the  boys 
on  Filmrow  for  a cleaning,  as  the  latter 
spent  their  noon  hour  trying  to  beat  him 
. . . Visitors  on  the  Row  recently  included 
R.  L.  Bailey,  Eagle  Theatre,  Blountstown, 
Fla.;  Mrs.  Cowan  Oldham,  McMinnville, 
Tenn.;  M.  G.  Weaver,  Collinsville,  Ala. 

Harry  Diamond,  office  manager  of  Sack 
Amusement  Co.,  has  been  called  to  the 
colors  . . . A.  B.  Balch  of  PRC  is  now  cov- 
ering the  Memphis  territory. 


William  C.  Aiken,  former  manager  of 
Loew’s  Grand  Theatre,  is  now  associated 
with  Austin  Abbott  in  the  automobile  busi- 
ness . . . J.  T.  Kirby,  district  manager  for 
Paramount,  has  recovered  from  his  recent 
illness.  He  now  is  on  a business  trip  to  Miami 
and  Jacksonville  . . . Ollie  Williamson,  for- 
mer branch  manager  of  Warners  who  is  now 
wearing  the  braid  of  a naval  lieutenant,  was 
home  on  leave. 

Tommy  Read,  city  manager  of  the  Georgia 
Theatres,  announced  the  appointment  of  June 
Bollinger  to  the  advertising  staff  . . . R.  H. 
Robinson  of  Theatrical  Printing  Co.,  who 
moved  to  Dallas  several  years  ago,  was  a 
visitor  at  the  local  office  of  Earl  Humphries 
. . . Guy  C.  Brown,  district  manager  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Advertising  Service,  called  all 
his  salesmen  in  for  a sales  meeting:  Lance 
Davis,  J.  A.  Whittington  and  Milton  Schwarz. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Thompson  of  Monogram  South- 
ern and  Pvt.  Edward  R.  Kolbaba  will  be  mar- 
ried soon  . . . Bettye  Rogers  has  been  added 
to  the  Monogram  Southern  inspection  de- 
partment. 

Harold  Cohen,  special  sales  representative 
of  Monogram  Southern  in  the  southern  di- 
vision, was  visiting  at  the  local  branch  . . . 
John  W.  Mangham,  president  of  Film 
Classics,  and  Frank  Harris  of  the  same  com- 
pany, left  for  New  York  for  a business  con- 
ference with  head  officials. 

In  the  city  booking  were  Joe  Zero,  Bijou 
Amusement  Co.,  Nashville,  and  Earl  Fain, 
Leesburg,  Fla.  . . . Harry  Paul  of  Wil-Kin 
Theatre  Supply  Co.  is  visiting  the  Charlotte 
branch  . . . William  Hart,  an  old  showman, 
died  at  Sarasota,  Fla.  . . . Nat  Williams  of 
Thomasville,  Ga.,  was  on  the  Row  booking. 

John  Jenkins  and  O.  K.  Bourgeois  of  Dal- 
las who  operate  Astor  Pictures  there,  opened 
the  “Jee  & Bee”  exchange  here  at  163  Wal- 
ton St.,  N.  W„  to  distribute  American  News, 
comedies  and  special  pictures,  particularly 
for  negro  patronage  . . . Here  booking  were: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  G.  Weis,  Savannah;  R.  D. 


Word,  Scottsboro,  Ala.,  and  Butler  Gore, 
Tampa  . . . Ike  and  Harry  Katz  of  PRC  at- 
tended the  franchise  holders’  meeting  in  St. 
Louis.  Ike  was  re-elected  to  the  executive 
committee  to  serve  with  Chairman  George 
Gill  of  Washington.  Ike  announced  he  has 
closed  a deal  on  the  1944-45  product  with  the 
Lucas  & Jenkins  circuit. 

E.  B.  Whitaker,  formerly  with  Georgia  The- 
atres, is  now  a captain  in  New  Caledonia 
. . . E.  L.  McEdoy,  Universal  short  subjects 
division  manager,  was  here  holding  a sales 
meeting.  He  goes  to  New  Orleans  next  . . . 
James  McGovern,  auditor  for  Paramount,  vis- 
ited the  local  branch. 

Charlie  “Shag”  Jordan,  for  the  past  30 
years  connected  with  Universal’s  Atlanta 
branch,  has  resigned  . . . The  Lake  Theatre, 
Lake  Butler,  Fla.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  . . . 
Mrs.  Kay  Norton,  with  the  contract  depart- 
ment at  Warners  for  several  years,  left  to 
make  her  home  in  Dallas  . . . Mrs.  Marjorie 
Kingston,  formerly  with  the  contract  depart- 
ment of  Warners,  had  a blessed  event  Janu- 
ary 23. 

Barbara  Gwin  of  Universal  Film  Co.  has 
announced  her  marriage  to  Howard  M.  Cabe 
. . . Norman  Moray,  short  subject  sales  man- 
ager of  Warners,  paid  a flying  visit  to  the 
local  branch  . . . Jay  Waters,  formerly  with 
Warners,  has  finished  his  army  training  and 
is  home  on  furlough  before  going  overseas. 

Bert  Weil,  former  salesman  here  for  War- 
ners, has  been  transferred  to  the  Memphis 
branch  . . . Miss  Agnes  Moulder  of  Warners 
and  Don  Wahl  have  selected  February  19  as 
the  date  of  their  marriage  . . . H.  Papadopou- 
los  has  opened  the  Rex  Theatre,  Carrabelle, 
Fla.  ...  At  Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply  Co.  all 
of  the  girls  were  wearing  beautiful  camellias. 
They  had  been  given  to  them  by  R.  B.  Wilby, 
who  makes  a hobby  of  growing  them. 

John  L.  Scruggs,  formerly  in  the  shipping 
department  at  Columbia  and  now  in  the  mer- 
chant marine,  is  visiting  his  father,  Johnny 
Scruggs,  of  Film  Forwarding  Depot  . . . John 
Allen,  formerly  with  M-G-M  and  now  in  the 
army,  was  home  on  furlough  . . . Harry  Gra- 
ham, southern  division  manager  of  Universal, 
went  to  New  Orleans  to  install  the  new  branch 
manager,  E.  L.  Neal  . . . Frances  Tucker, 
booker  for  Columbia,  is  leaving  for  a similar 
position  at  Republic. 

Frank  Barry,  former  auditor  for  Columbia 
and  later  salesman  for  the  Florida  territory, 
has  been  appointed  sales  manager  of  the 
Atlanta  branch  . . . Stephen  Justuse,  sales- 
man for  Columbia,  has  been  transferred  from 
the  Alabama  territory  to  the  Florida  territory 
. . . R.  J.  Ingram,  southern  division  man- 
ager of  Columbia,  is  visiting  Nashville  on 
business  . . . Sam  Wilson  of  Hazelhurst,  Miss., 
visited  Filmrow. 

Clyde  McCoy  Weds  Singer 
In  a Double  Ceremony 

MEMPHIS— Clyde  McCoy,  who  made  the 
“Sugar  Blues”  famous  with  his  trumpet  and 
then  joined  the  navy  along  with  his  entire 
orchestra,  married  Miss  Maxine  Means,  one 
of  the  four  sisters  who  sing  under  the  name 
of  Bennett  Sisters,  last  week  in  Memphis. 
McCoy  is  now  a specialist,  in  the  Millington 
naval  establishment. 

In  the  same  ceremony  McCoy’s  navy  blues 
trumpeter  and  close  friend,  William  L.  “Dub” 
Waller,  was  married  to  another  one  of  the 
Bennett  Sisters,  Miss  Charlie  Bell  Means. 


Fort  Walton  Is  Opened 

FORT  WALTON,  FLA.— A new  $35,000  mo- 
tion picture  here,  the  Fort  Walton,  was 
opened  early  in  January  by  John  Tringas, 
former  Pensacola  groceryman. 


1,000,000 

GLASSINE 

POPCORN  SACKS 

Sizes:  % lb.  - - 1 lb.  - - IV2  lb. 
Now  is  the  time  to  Stock  Up 

READY  FOR  IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY 

Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply 


J.  ELDON  PEEK 


TELEPHONE  7-8691 

708-710  WEST  GRAND  AVENUE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  2.  OKLA. 
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New  Flight  Training 
Naval  Film  Series 

NEW  ORLEANS — A second  series  of  flight 
training  films  is  going  to  be  produced  for  the 
navy,  it  was  announced  at  the  naval  air  sta- 
tion here  by  Comdr.  Hugh  B.  Jenkins,  aerial 
educator. 

The  first  series,  he  said,  was  such  a suc- 
cess that  the  navy’s  bureau  of  aeronautics 
gave  him  the  “go”  signal  in  turning  out  a 
second  group  of  films,  and  announced,  too, 
that  he’ll  have  two  prominent  motion  pic- 
ture figures  working  with  him  again. 

The  two  are  Lieut.  Comdr.  Paul  Short,  ex- 
WPB  Theatres  division  head  and  executive 
of  the  National  Screen  Service  Corp.,  and 
Lieut.  Robert  Taylor,  the  film  star  who  is  now 
a flight  instructor. 

Taylor  reports  in  for  duty  as  a staff  flight 
instructor  at  the  air  station  here,  and  while 
he’s  on  the  staff  of  the  flight  instructor 
school,  he’ll  work  with  Jenkins  and  Short  on 
the  flight  pictures. 

The  films  are  a complete  departure  from 
any  other  type  of  motion  picture  ever  em- 
ployed in  flight  training.  They  use  every 
technique  of  the  modern  feature  to  “sell”  their 
lessons. 

The  navy  liked  the  films  of  the  Jenkins, 
Short,  Taylor  combination  so  well  it  is  think- 
ing of  releasing  one  or  two  of  the  two- 
reelers  to  the  nation’s  theatres. 

The  first  series  had  eight  in  it,  and  the 
second  may  have  12,  Commander  Jenkins 
said. 

Short  will  serve  as  production  advisor  and 
expeditor  while  Taylor  will  be  production  and 
technical  assistant. 

Jenkins  revealed  that  Short  will  also  aid 
him  in  the  writing  of  new  training  manuals 
and  texts  for  naval  flight  work. 

Memphis  Little  Theatre 
Now  Hunting  a Home 

MEMPHIS — Now  it’s  the  Little  Theatre 
that’s  feeling  the  housing  shortage. 

Asked  to  vacate  its  home  of  15  years  at 
the  Pink  Palace  in  Chickasaw  Gardens,  the 
“house  hunting”  committee  has  had  “no 
luck  so  far,”  says  M.  A.  Lightman  sr„  presi- 
dent. 

The  park  commission  asked  the  playhouse 
to  vacate  by  July  1 since  it  was  considered  a 
“fire  hazard,”  according  to  Park  Chairman 
John  Vesey.  The  Pink  Palace  also  houses  the 
Memphis  Museum. 

“We  are  grateful  to  the  city  for  its  co- 
operation in  the  past  years,  but  I’d  like  to 
know  where  all  these  auditoriums  that  Vesey 
thinks  we  can  find  are  located,”  said  Light- 
man,  who  is  also  president  of  Malco  Thea- 
tres, Inc. 


Lake  Theatre  at  Lake  Butler. 

Fla..  Destroyed  by  Fire 

LAKE  BUTLER,  FLA.— The  Lake  Theatre 
was  razed  by  a fire  recently. 


POSTERS!  POSTERS!  POSTERS! 

We  cMcuie  ! ! 

WHY  sign  a contract  to  secure  your 
Accessories  WHEN 

It  Is  NOT  NECESSARY ! 

Send  your  orders  and  used  paper  to 
us  where  you  are  assured  of  lowest 
initial  cost,  and  fair  credit  rates. 

THE  POSTER  EXCHANGE,  Inc. 

1831/2  Walton  St..  N.  W„  Atlanta.  Ga. 


100  PER  CENT  FEMININE  CREW— “And  they’re  all  efficient,”  says  City  Man- 
ager S.  H.  Coleman  of  Martin  Theatres  in  Eufaula,  Ala.  He  refers  to  the  14  girls 
who  operate  the  Lee  and  Rex  theatres  in  this  deep -south  community. 

There  are  an  even  dozen  gals  in  the  picture  above,  and  Manager  Coleman 
explains  that  two  of  his  employes  were  absent  when  the  shot  was  made.  Yes,  the 
missing  ones  are  of  the  so-called  gentler  sex — Wilda  Weindenhaft  and  Oretha 
Hutchins,  projectionists. 

Front  row,  1.  to  r.:  Charlotte  Coleman,  Mary  Sam  Ramsey,  Annie  Britt,  Maurine 
Ramsey,  Jeanette  Judah,  Virginia  James,  Peggy  Coleman.  Back  row:  Eunoka 
Wood,  Francis  Smith,  Madge  Watson,  Elizabeth  Driggers,  Joy  Benton.  The  bald 
pate  barely  discernible  in  the  background  is  Coleman’s. 


Garson  Polio  Films  Is 
Presented  to  Hickory 

HICKORY,  N.  C.— The  Hickory  Chamber 
of  Commerce  has  received  for  its  permanent 
files  the  March  of  Dimes  trailer,  “The 
Miracle  of  Hickory,”  starring  Greer  Garson. 
Presentation  of  the  film  was  made  by  Earle 
M.  Holden,  manager  of  the  Center  and  Park 
theatres  in  Hickory,  in  the  following  letter 
to  James  E.  Gaither,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

Dear  Mr.  Gaither: 

On  behalf  of  the  motion  picture  committee  of  the 
March  of  Dimes  we  take  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting to  the  Hickory  Chamber  of  Commerce  the 
motion  picture  film  entitled  “The  Miracle  of  Hickory," 
which  was  presented  on  the  screen  of  the  Center 
Theatre  during  the  week  of  Jan.  21,  1945. 

“This  film  is  an  exact  duplicate  of  over  14,000 
prints  which  have  been  distributed  to  theatres 
throughout  the  country  and  which  are  being  shown 
on  their  screens  to  raise  money  for  the  March  of 
Dimes. 

“This  short  film,  which  features  Miss  Greer  Gar- 
son and  which  has  the  emergency  polio  hospital  in 
Hickory  as  its  theme  and  background  is  expected 
to  add  to  the  national  March  of  Dimes  collections 
the  sum  of  $5,000,000. 

"This  film  which  we  are  presenting  to  you  for 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  files  was  the  very  first 
print  shipped  out  to  any  theatre  from  the  labora- 
tory after  its  completion  at  the  studio  in  Holly- 
wood. It  was  rushed  to  Hickory  almost  a month 
ago  and  as  you  know  had  its  world  premiere  show- 
ing on  the  screen  of  the  Center  Theatre  for  some 
special  invited  and  interested  guests. 

"With  kind  regards  and  best  wishes,  we  are 
Yours  very  truly, 

North  Carolina  Theatre,  Inc. 

Earle  M.  Holden,  Resident  Manager." 

Atlantans  Honor  Censor 
Upon  Her  Retirement 

ATLANTA — Mrs.  Alonza  Richardson,  who 
is  Retiring  after  28  years  as  secretary  of 
the  Atlanta  board  of  review,  was  guest  of 
honor  at  a surprise  party  given  at  the 
Variety  Club.  Tiny,  whitehaired  Mrs.  Rich- 
ardson, who  boasts  she  will  be  77  years  old 
in  March,  was  invited  by  Tommy  Reid,  city 
manager  of  Georgia  Theatres,  to  be  his  guest 
at  luncheon. 

She  entered  the  club  and  found  three 
long  tables  lined  with  her  friends  of  show 
business.  Mayor  Hartsfield  was  present  to 
make  the  principal  tribute  to  “Sweetheart” 
as  Mrs.  Richardson  is  affectionately  called 
by  everyone  and  Ernest  Rogers  served  as 
toastmaster. 

Mrs.  Richardson  was  presented  an  en- 
graved silver  dish. 

Miss  Christine  Smith  succeeds  Mrs.  Rich- 
ardson as  censor.  She  is  a graduate  of 
Agnes  Scott  College  and  Emory  University 


and  for  the  past  six  years  has  been  di- 
rector of  the  Atlanta  League  of  Women 
Voters. 


NAHUNTA,  GA. — A modern  motion  picture 
house  now  is  under  construction  here.  The 
building,  owned  by  D.  S.  Moody,  a grocery 
store  operator,  is  of  concrete  block  and  glass 
construction.  It  will  be  36x100  feet. 

To  Script  "Texas  Panhandle" 

Ed  Earl  is  set  to  script  Columbia’s  “Texas 
Panhandle.” 


DEPENDABLE 

POPCORN 

AND 

POPCORN 

SUPPLIES 

Make  Your  Contracts  Now  and  Be 
Assured  of  the  Best  and  Safest  Acreage. 

We  have  delivered  our  contracts  100 
per  cent  every  year  and  our  ''Diversi- 
fied Acreage  Plan"  will  protect  you 
against  shortages  in  case  of  crop 
failures  or  prorations. 

Write  Today  for  Contract  and 
Full  Information 

BLEVINS  POPCORN  CO. 

Box  278 

NASHVILLE  2,  TENN. 


Construction  Speeded 
On  Nahunta  Theatre 
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Write  Your  Nearest  Exchange 

JAYBEE 

FILM  EXCHANGE 

165  Walton  St.  (3rd  floor) 

Phone  Main  9845 

ATLANTA,  GEORGIA 

1 (JOHN)  0 D (0'H. * * K) * * N. 

Jenkins  & Bourgeois 

ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 

HARWOOD  & JACKSON  STS. 

DALLAS  1 “Riverside  1884”  TEXAS 

Harris  Adds  Three; 
Circuit  Now  Seven 

DALLAS  — The  Harris  Amusement  Co., 
which  J.  O.  “Buddy”  Harris  heads,  has  pur- 
chased three  additional  theatres,  making  a 
total  of  seven  operated  by  the  circuit.  The 
new  houses  are  the  Iras  in  Fairfield,  Pix  in 
Centerville  and  Strand  in  Frankston.  They 
were  bought  from  L.  K.  Walker  who  acquired 
them  about  a year  ago. 

The  four  original  theatres  in  the  Harris 
circuit  are  the  Ritz  in  Celina,  Ritz  in  Ladonia, 
Texas  at  St.  Jo  and  Gem  at  Frisco. 

Harris  has  his  headquarters  office  on  Film- 
row  here.  Previous  to  his  entry  into  exhibition 
he  put  in  many  years  selling  screen  adver- 
tising in  this  territory. 


DALLAS 


H.  Jones  of  the  Plaza  at  Weatherford 
was  in  making  the  rounds  of  exchanges 
and  equipment  dealers  inquiring  for  theatre 
seats  . . . Forrest  Dunlap,  sales  manager  of 
American  Desk  Mfg.  Co.,  was  telephoning  all 
over  the  country  seeking  surplus  steel  for 
manufacture  of  theatre  chairs.  He  had 
moderate  luck. 

Clinton  Bailey  jr.  of  the  Cona  at  Nocona 
was  in  booking  films  and  looking  over  a new 
type  of  projector  he  wants  to  install  when 
his  present  projectors  wear  out  . . . Harold 
Schwarz,  owner  of  the  Tower  Pictures  ex- 
change, reports  he  has  received  prints  and 
paper  on  “Youth  Aflame,”  with  Karen  Mor- 
ley. 

John  Jenkins  of  Astor  Pictures  left  for 
Houston  on  a business  trip  which  included 
Wichita  Falls  . . . Wade  Williamson,  Astor 
salesman,  left  for  Atlanta  where  he  will  be 
in  charge  of  a new  Astor  branch. 

“Abie’s  Irish  Rose”  did  a poor  week  in  Fair 
Park  Coliseum.  Apparently  the  public  just 
didn’t  want  relief  from  strain.  A Saturday 
afternoon  matinee  was  canceled.  The  produc- 
tion was  presented  here  a few  years  ago  to 
big  business  . . . Lester  Dollison,  owner  of 
the  State  in  Sherman,  rounded  out  his  third 
year  of  operation  there.  Robb  & Rowley  own 
the  other  houses  there.  Dollison  also  owns 
and  operates  the  Studio  in  Vaughn,  N.  M„ 
and  several  months  ago  opened  the  Texas  in 
Longview. 

Ray  Stinnett,  veteran  exhibitor  of  silent 
days  who  now  is  a concessionnaire  operating 
rides  in  amusement  places,  has  just  made  a 
deal  to  handle  rides  and  soft  drinks  in  a new 
negro  park  in  Oak  Cliff.  He  now  has  rides 
in  Fair  Park  and  at  the  zoo.  In  the  early 
20s  he  was  co-owner  and  operator  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre  on  Elm  St.  . . . Charles 
Barker,  owner  and  operator  of  the  Frost 
Theatre  at  Frost,  was  here  to  book  and 
to  work  out  several  minor  equipment  mat- 
ters. He  reopened  the  Frost  a few  weeks  ago 
after  a fire. 

Fred  Larned,  Paramount  manager,  sent  out 
invitations  for  a preview  at  the  Melrose  Fri- 
day of  “Bring  On  the  Girls”  ...  A picture 
showing  Marine  Sgt.  Francis  Barr  in  the 
South  Pacific  with  his  brother,  Pvt.  Alex  Barr, 
appeared  on  the  front  page  of  the  Dallas 
News.  Francis  was  a former  publicist  for  the 
Majestic  and  at  other  theatres  here  and  was 
a manager  at  one  Elm  St.  theatre  a while. 
Barr  enlisted  immediately  after  Pearl  Harbor. 

N.  J.  Colquhoun,  Republic’s  new  south- 
western district  manager,  was  in  Memphis 
this  week  . . . E.  Gerbase,  the  Denver  Re- 
public manager,  spent  the  weekend  here  to 
see  Harry  Sachs,  Interstate  circuit  booker, 


in  reference  to  dates  in  New  Mexico  and 
other  sections  served  by  the  Denver  market 
. . . Claude  Ezell,  adviser  to  the  office  of 
civilian  requirements  in  Washington,  is  back 
from  the  nation’s  capital,  expecting  to  re- 
main at  home  now  at  least  long  enough  to 
allow  a foot  injury  to  heal.  He  has  been 
carrying  a cane  since  an  operation  on  the 
foot. 

G.  Faris  Squib,  manager  for  the  Long  cir- 
cuit in  Coleman,  stopped  in  on  the  way  home 
from  a brief  visit  with  his  parents  in  Royse 
City.  While  here  he  visited  the  Airway,  newly 
acquired  by  Long,  and  Glenn  McClain  and 
Theo  Routt  of  the  Long  office  there.  Squib 
has  been  a BOXOFFICE  reader  many  years. 

C.  B.  Wilson,  RKO’s  southern  Texas  sales- 
man, obtained  a 21 -day  deferment,  after 
which  he  is  expected  to  enter  the  armed 
service  . . . Raymond  Thompson  and  wife, 
owners  and  operators  of  the  Mecca  and 
Texas  theatres  in  Jacksboro,  were  on  the 
Row  booking. 

Sam  Lewis,  theatre  decorator  associated 
with  his  brother  Russell,  who  has  an  office 
in  Highland  Park  Village,  dropped  by  for  a 
short  visit  and  to  enter  a year’s  subscription 
to  BOXOFFICE.  Sam  says  his  brother  has 
a contract  to  start  decorating  Bull  & Hen- 
don’s new  theatre  in  Big  Springs  within  two 
weeks.  This  means  the  house  will  open  within 
a month. 

Hiram  D.  Parks,  lessee  and  operator  of  the 
Rialto,  Rio  and  Ritz  in  Brownfield,  was  here 
on  one  of  his  first  trade  trips,  trying  to  work 
out  deals  on  new  product  . . . Marine  Cpl. 
Eldon  B.  Frazier,  former  projectionist  for 
E.  B.  Whorton  at  the  Rule  in  Rule,  is  on  his 
way  home  from  Luzon  after  winding  up  three 
years  of  active  service,  starting  at  Guadal- 
canal. 

E.  B.  Whorton  was  in  from  Rule  with  his 
cotton-headed  six-year-old  son  Elbert  Benja- 
min. Elbert  has  a new  pinto  pony  . . . Don 
Cole,  Monogram  southern  Texas  salesman, 
headed  south  on  his  first  trip  into  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  area  from  McAllen  to  Brown- 
ville.  He  hails  from  Oklahoma. 


TWO  MONTHS  IN  ADVANCE— War- 
ners believe  in  letting  people  know  what 
is  coming  well  in  advance.  The  above 
sign  was  put  up  two  months  before  the 
opening  of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  at  the 
Lucas  & Jenkins  theatres  in  Macon,  Ga. 
In  lower  left  hand  corner  are  seen  Mayor 
Charles  Bowden  of  Macon  and  Susan 
Myrick,  state  editor  of  the  Macon  Tele- 
graph and  News,  pointing  to  a part  of 
the  sign. 
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WB  Will  Build  New 
Dallas  Exchange 

DALLAS — Warner  Bros,  has  purchased  a 
vacant  lot  now  used  for  parking  at  the  south- 
east corner  of  St.  Paul  and  Wood  Sts.,  oppo- 
site the  20th-Fox  office,  on  which  to  build  a 
two-story  exchange  structure. 

The  date  of  the  construction  start  was  not 
learned.  Indications  are,  however,  that  it  will 
not  be  soon  for  improvements  have  been 
started  at  the  present  exchange  on  Park  St. 
Herman  Goldberg  has  arrived  to  supervise 
construction  of  a new  office  for  District  Man- 
ager Doak  Roberts.  It  will  be  on  the  ground 
floor  in  space  formerly  occupied  by  the  poster 
department. 

Roberts  was  in  Memphis  on  duties  of  his 
position  as  new  district  manager. 


OKLA.  CITY 


^•layton  Tunstill,  a district  manager  for  the 
Malco  circuit,  was  here  to  visit  his  mother 
and  visit  old  friends  on  the  Row  and  in 
nearby  towns  ...  Ed  Gardiner,  Metro  ex- 
ploiteer,  was  back  from  a week’s  business 
meeting  in  New  York  . . . The  screening  of 
Metro’s  “A  Story  of  Oklahoma”  was  well 
received  by  the  attending  exhibitors  . . . 
RKO’s  tradeshowing  of  “The  Enchanted  Cot- 
tage” was  well  received  by  a screening  room 
filled  with  exhibitors. 


February  roadshows  set  a record  for  the 
numbers  of  good  attractions  presented  here 
in  succession  for  any  one  season.  “Skating 
Vanities”  was  followed  by  “Life  With  Father” 
and  “Blossom  Time.”  Jimmy  Wakley  made 
a personal  appearance  with  his  picture  “Song 
of  the  Range.”  Two  midnight  showings  of 
“Asylum  of  Horrors”  at  the  Warner  were  well 
attended. 

Charlie  Ferris,  owner  of  the  Uptown  The- 
atre, had  motion  pictures  taken  of  the  chris- 
tening of  his  three  children  recently  . . . 
George  LeBlanc  of  Altec  shot  one  of  his  best 
games  of  golf  while  playing  with  Leon  Felder 
out  at  Woodlawn. 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Williams,  wife  of  the  RKO 
branch  manager,  recently  attended  her  first 
screenings  since  her  major  operation  at 
the  Mayo  Hospital  . . . Leslie  Smith,  treas- 
urer for  Standard  Theatres  a few  years  back, 
writes  that  his  twin  sons  are  doing  fine. 
Leslie  is  out  of  the  theatre  business  for  good, 
he  believes. 

Marvin  Butler,  owner  of  the  Log  Cabin, 
an  outlying  neighborhood  theatre,  reports 
that  since  the  brownout  he  has  had  to  keep 
a watchman  on  his  large  parking  lot  to  pre- 
vent thefts  from  cars  . . . The  two-week 
run  of  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  at  the 
Criterion  was  followed  by  two  weeks  more  on 
a moveover  to  the  Tower.  It  is  the  first  pic- 
ture in  a long  time  to  play  four  straight 
weeks  here. 

Exhibitors  seen  on  the  Row:  Ida  Hanes  of 
Wanette,  Virby  Conly  of  Perryton,  Tex.,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Duncan  of  Weleetka,  W.  T. 
Kerr  of  Davis,  Harry  Waldron  of  Sentinel, 
Percy  Miller  of  Apache,  Frank  Miller  of  Mar- 
low, S.  P.  Doss  of  Eufaula,  John  Gray  of 
Chickasha,  and  Waite  Kerr  of  Sulphur. 


THE  QUEEN  FEATURE  SERVICE,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912/2  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


SOUTHERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Some  wives  find  their 
husbands’  business 
attractive.  When 
Thomas  Donnell  died 
in  1938  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Donnell,  de- 
cided to  carry  on  at 
the  Majestic  and  Pal- 
ace, Stephenville,  Tex. 
He  had  been  in  the 
business  for  20  years, 
and  Mrs.  Donnell  had 
taken  an  active  inter- 
est. She  is  now  plan- 
ning another  theatre  when  government  prior- 
ities permit.  She  is  chairlady  of  the  USO 
council.  When  she  is  not  attending  a session 
of  the  Century  Club  or  the  Current  Readers 
Club,  or  playing  bridge,  she  is  giving  her  un- 
divided attention  to  the  needs  of  her  houses. 


Fifty  per  cent  of  the 
profit  may  sound  like 
a lot  of  money,  but  in 
1910  Elbert  Gibbons 
Crews  was  asked  by 
the  owner  of  the  Ox- 
ford, N.  C.,  opera  house 
to  operate  the  one 
projection  machine 
and  accept  half  the 
profits.  The  first  six 
months  netted  exactly 
$6  for  each  partner. 

Crews  now  operates 
the  Carolina  and  Orpheum,  both  in  Oxford. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Exhibitors’  Ass’n  of 
North  and  South  Carolina.  His  two  adopted 
daughters,  Catherine  and  Helen  Rose,  are 
both  married.  When  he  can  spare  any  time, 
he  collects  antiques. 


Otis  Teague  Kirby,  in 

1918,  was  operating  a 
cleaning  and  pressing 
business  on  the  second 
floor  over  the  local 
theatre  in  Roxboro,  N. 
C.  Dr.  Teague,  owner 
of  the  house,  turned  it 
over  to  Kirby,  who  has 
remained  an  exhibitor 
ever  since.  It  is  Kirby’s 
policy  to  present  a 30- 
day  pass  for  the  Palace 
and  Dolly  Madison 
theatres  to  each  Roxboro  veteran  returning 
from  military  service.  Interested  in  civil  af- 
fairs, he  served  four  years  on  the  city  council. 
He  is  also  a member  of  North  and  South  Car- 
olina Exhibitors  Ass’n,  the  Variety  and  Ki- 
wanis  clubs. 

Jake  Jones,  owner  of 
the  Ritz  Theatre,  a 
600-seater,  at  Shaw- 
nee, Okla.,  has  been 
active  in  the  motion 
picture  industry  ever 
since  1914.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masons 
and  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar as  well  as  the 
Elks,  but  belongs  to  no 
exhibitor  organiza- 
tions. Jones  is  the 
proud  father  of  two 
daughters  and  three  sons.  Daughter  Rosalind 
is  a WAVE  lieutenant  and  two  of  his  sons, 
Sergeant  Johnny  and  Captain  Jake  jr„  are 
with  the  air  force.  Two  other  children,  Ruby 
Jones  and  Robert  Howard  Jones,  live  at  the 
family  home. 


The  apprentice  system 
worked  out  for  Mart 
Cole.  He  worked  as 
cashier,  operator  and 
manager  before  he 
bought  his  own  thea- 
tre in  Rosenberg,  Tex., 
in  1922.  Today  he  owns 
eight  theatres.  He  has 
headed  all  local  events 
in  Rosenberg  for  the 
Lions  and  for  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
for  several  years.  Di- 
rector of  Texas  Theatre  Owners,  he  is  also 
past-president  of  Retail  Merchants  Ass’n, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Ros- 
enberg Methodist  Church  for  the  last  ten 
years.  Outside  of  business  he  is  mostly  inter- 
ested in  charity  and  civic  work. 

An  exhibitor  for  more 
than  a quarter  of  a 
quarter  of  a century, 

Otto  Schmidt  entered 
the  motion  picture 
business  in  September 
1918.  He  now  operates 
the  Odeon  Theatre,  an 
attractive  350-seater  in 
Mason,  Tex.  His  son, 

Clayton,  is  on  active 
duty  with  the  SeaBees. 

Although  a showman 
of  many  years’  stand- 
ing, Schmidt  is  affiliated  with  no  exhibitor 
organization.  He  is  interested  in  civic  affairs 
but  prefers  not  to  hold  public  office.  A mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  he  especially  en- 
joys hunting,  fishing  as  well  as  gardening 
when  he  can  find  the  time  away  from  work. 


Starting  as  piano 
player  for  a silent  mo- 
tion picture  house  in 
Suffolk,  Va.;  in  1917, 
John  Shepherd  Brink- 
ley  quickly  went  into 
partnership  with  the 
owner.  The  duties 
proved  so  interesting 
that  today  he  is  the 
sole  proprietor  of  the 
Plymouth  Theatre  in 
the  North  Carolina 
town  of  that  name.  He 
is  affiliated  with  the  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina Exhibitors  Ass’n,  is  a former  member  of 
the  town  council  and  a member  of  the  Lions. 
In  addition  to  coping  with  managerial  and 
film  distribution  details,  he  finds  time  to  col- 
lect antiques  and  go  fishing. 

The  real  pioneers  are 
the  ones  who  stick 
during  lean  years.  And 
A.  C.  Moore  of  the 
Alamo,  Bartlett,  Tex., 
has  stuck.  In  1919  he 
entered  the  theatre 
field,  and  has  had  no 
regrets  since.  His  son, 

Alfred  E„  recently  dis- 
charged from  the  ma- 
rines, is  in  the  theatre 
business  in  San  An- 
tonio; another  son, 

Leslie,  is  still  in  uniform.  His  daughter  is 
married.  Moore,  in  his  spare  time,  plays  golf, 
indulges  in  radio  work,  and  is  keenly  inter- 
ested in  his  farm  and  livestock.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  MPTO,  Bartlett  Luncheon  Club 
and  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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SAN  ANTONIO 


ASTOR 

PICTURES  - CORP. 

R.  M.  SAVINI,  Pres. 

announces  that  effective  Feb.  15. 
1945.  the  ASTOR  Pictures  Fran- 
chise for  the  ATLANTA  territory 
will  be  owned  by  and  the  Ex- 
change operated  by 

W.  M.  Richardson 

A New  Exchange  will 
be  opened  at 
163  Walton  St.,  3rd  floor. 
Phone 

and  will  distribute  the  best  of  State 
Rights  New  and  Reissued  Pic- 
tures. 

Ready  for  February 

Jimmy  Steps  Out 

JAMES  STEWART 
PAULETTE  GODDARD 

(Adapted  From  Pot  of  Gold) 

Birth  Of  A Star 

DANNY  KAYE 
and  Orchestra 

38  Minutes  of  Box 
Office  Dynamite 

in  addition  to  Your  Favorites  . . . 

Scarface 

Rain 

Hell's  Angels 

Last  Mile 

Her  Enlisted  Man 

Adapted  From  Red  Salute 
And  Many  Others. 

Also — 

Westerns  - - - 
Actions  - - - 

and  More  to  Come. 


pvt.  L.  “Clint”  Livingston,  former  manager 
of  the  Joy  Theatre,  has  arrived  safely  in 
Dutch  New  Guinea,  where  he  is  cooking 
for  a quartermaster  unit.  He  had  a slight 
attack  of  malaria  fever  when  he  first  got 
there,  but  now  he  is  okay. 

Emil  Kupca,  skipper  of  the  Highland  Park 
Theatre,  pinch-hit  as  manager  of  the  Prince 
during  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Marie  Grimes,  the 
regular  house  manager  who  was  away  on  her 
annual  leave  . . . Wac  Pvt.  Irene  Waldeck, 
who  is  well  known  in  local  dramatic  circles, 
is  now  in  training  at  a Montgomery  air  field. 
She  formerly  was  stationed  at  Camp  Nor- 
moyle  here. 

Best  shorts  of  the  week:  “Seeing  Them 
Through”  at  the  Aztec;  “Kings  of  the  Fair- 
ways” at  the  Texas;  “Safety  Sleuth”  at  the 
Empire  . . . Mrs.  Leatrice  Powers  of  the 
Empire  is  in  San  Francisco  visiting  her 
hubby,  Pvt.  Tommy  Powers,  marines.  Ann 
MacCarver,  cashier,  is  substituting  as  treas- 
urer . . . Evelyn  Burkhardt,  cashier  at  the 
above  house,  is  mourning  the  loss  of  her 
mother,  who  died  here  recently  in  her  41st 
year. 

Bea  Morin,  prominent  in  musical  cir- 
cles as  an  organist-pianist,  was  a special 
added  attraction  at  the  Majestic  baby  grand, 
playing  her  “Valentine  Melodies”  during  the 
showing  of  “Hollywood  Canteen"  last  week  . . . 
Add  musical  note:  Mary  Houston  Welker, 
pretty  blond  switchboard  operator  at  the 
Interstate  office,  is  in  the  market  for  a re- 
cording of  “Rum  and  Coca-Cola.”  The  num- 
ber completely  sold  out  at  all  the  local  stores. 

Aside  to  talent  scouts:  Miss  Emerette  Bal- 
lard who  looks  as  sweet  as  a melody  and  as 
leading  lady  in  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” 
at  the  San  Pedro  Playhouse  two  nights  last 
week,  she  won  the  praise  of  all  who  saw  the 
production  which  was  staged  by  the  San  An- 
tonio Community  Players.  She  photographs 
well  and  is  No.  1 timber  for  the  screen  . . . 
The  San  Antonio  Rotary  Club  observed  “Rail- 
road Day”  here  February  9 at  its  meeting  in 
the  Saint  Anthony  Hotel.  A color  picture 
titled  “The  Lifeline  of  the  Nation”  was  also 
shown  at  the  luncheon. 

A picture  depicting  the  part  an  army  nurse 
plays  in  winning  the  war,  will  soon  get  under 
way  here  with  Randolph  Field  as  the  locale 
. . . Interstate’s  new  stage  show  featuring 
Ligon  Smith  and  his  band,  “Wee  Bonnie” 
Baker,  Scotch  vocalist;  an  internationally 
known  dance  team,  and  other  entertaining 
stars  of  the  radio  and  screen,  is  scheduled 
to  make  its  debut  at  the  Majestic  for  a full 
week,  in  conjunction  with  the  feature  picture. 

Rose  Yvonne  Stein  (again)  has  high  hopes 
of  getting  her  “When  They  Sound  the  Last 
Salvo”  published  soon  to  coincide  with  Rus- 
sia’s drive  on  Berlin  . . . Mrs.  “Becky”  Cal- 
legos  of  the  Azteca  Film  office  staff  spent 
several  days  in  Harlingen  visiting  her  hus- 
band who  is  in  the  army  air  force  there.  This 
exchange  now  has  added  cutouts  and  lobby 
display  posters,  which  adorn  the  front  part 
of  the  office. 

Visitors  to  the  above  exchange  included 
Dave  J.  Young  of  Brownsville,  who  is  remod- 
eling his  Mexican  house  there,  having  closed 
February  5 and  expects  to  reopen  on  or  about 
Easter  Sunday;  H.  L.  Youngblood,  R&R’s  San 
Angelo  representative,  was  a midweek  caller 
and  reported  that  the  building  of  a $50,000 
theatre  for  Spanish  language  films  has  been 


started  in  that  northern  Texas  city  by  his 
circuit;  Charles  P.  Osborne,  projectionist  for 
the  Gem,  Waco,  was  in  booking  Mexican  pic- 
tures for  the  St.  Francis  Mission  there,  as 
was  Sr.  and  Sra.  Francisco  Trevino  of  the 
Ideal,  Pearsall. 

Clasa-Mohme  chatter:  Former  booker,  Pvt. 
Edward  C.  Edwards  after  completing  basic 
training  at  Camp  Robinson,  has  been  sent  to 
Ft.  Ord,  and  is  expecting  overseas  duty  soon 
. . . Jewell  Truex,  who  was  assistant  mana- 
ger, reported  for  induction  into  the  armed 
service  in  San  Francisco  February  12.  Thus, 
this  office  has  lost  two  of  its  members  to 
Uncle  Sam  recently. 

Theatrical  Impresario  Ramiro  Cortes  was 
expected  back  from  a business  trip  to  south- 
ern California  . . . Robert  “Skinny”  McBride 
of  Southern  Art  Service  brought  his  mother 
back  from  Corpus  Christi  last  weekend  . . . 
Mike  Carroll  of  the  same  art  shop  here  re- 
ceived his  “greetings”  on  Valentine  Day,  of 
all  days,  and  is  now  breaking  in  a new  pair 
of  GI  shoes  . . . Sailor  Carroll  Nell,  erstwhile 
Interstate  employe  here,  was  in  town  on  leave 
recently. 

Miss  Jo  Henson,  Texas  Theatre  cashier  and 
former  women’s  city  golf  champion,  scored  a 
flashy  78  here  over  the  Brackenridge  Park 
course  to  take  first  place  in  the  weekly  San 
Antonio  Women’s  Golf  Ass’n  tourney.  A six- 
stroke  handicap  gave  “Miss  Jo”  a net  72.  She 
recently  won  a silver  loving  cup  trophy  for 
her  sweepstakes  playing  in  Mexico  City  . . . 
Alfred  Pena,  new  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Cole  Theatre,  New  Braunfels,  is  changing  its 
name  to  the  Pena. 

Otto  Woolridge,  billed  as  “the  phantom 
magician,”  is  back  in  town  and  is  at  liberty 
for  clubs,  schools,  theatres  and  opera  houses, 
according  to  his  booking  manager,  Gus 
Kiralfo.  He  is  one  of  the  few  colored  mystics 
in  the  business  today. 


TAKING  TIME  OUT— When  harassed 
by  the  intricacies  that  plague  the  war- 
time distributor  of  popcorn,  Charles  E. 
Darden  takes  time  off  and  retires  to  his 
farm  near  Dallas.  In  the  picture  Papa 
Darden  is  watching  his  cowboy  son  ride 
Tony,  a year-old  pony  who  promises  to 
be  a comer. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th FI.,  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.r  INC*  Dallas,  Tex. 
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Macon  Plans  Lavish 
"Co-Pilol"  Premiere 

MACON  — Humphrey  Bogart,  just  plain 
“Bogey”  to  his  Hollywood  intimates,  and 
Lauren  Bacall,  just  plain  “Baby”  to  Bogart 
— are  among  the  numerous  Hollywood  celeb- 
rities scheduled  to  attend  the  premiere  of 
“God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  here  February  20-21. 

Thus,  it  appears,  Macon  will  play  host  to 
one  of  the  most  publicized  Hollywood  ro- 
mantic couples  currently  at  a round  of  fes- 
tivities accompanying  the  premieres  of  the 
film  story  of  America’s  air  fighters. 

Dennis  Morgan  and  Andrea  King,  both  of 
whom  played  prominent  roles  in  the  film, 
also  will  be  among  the  star  guests. 

Mayor  Charles  Bowden  is  prepared  to  turn 
a 12-foot  key  to  the  city  over  to  the  stars 
on  their  arrival  and  the  whole  town  has  left 
no  stone  unturned  in  preparing  for  the  Hol- 
lywood visitors.  Final  plans,  announced  re- 
cently, call  for  an  old-fashioned  barbecue,  a 
real  ’possum  hunt  and  a dance,  with  the 
auditorium  decorated  with  Chinese  dragons. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  furnish 
the  highlight  of  the  entertainment  program 
with  a barbecue  Tuesday  night,  February 
20.  Folk  dances  and  the  singing  of  spirituals 
by  a negro  chorus  will  follow,  accompanied 
by  washboard  music. 

A pack  of  Macon’s  best  ’possum  hounds,  in 
full  cry,  will  invite  the  crowd  on  a ’possum 
hunt.  There  will  be  a giant  parade  through 
downtown  streets  and  later  the  stars  will 
visit  service  men  in  nearby  Robins  Field  and 
Camp  Wheeler. 

Rowdy  Hurls  a Quart 
Of  Ice  Cream  at  Screen 

MARIETTA,  GA. — A quart  of  ice  cream 
swept  through  the  air  in  the  Cobb  Theatre 
February  7 and  ripped  through  a $500  screen. 

“No,  I didn’t  notice  what  flavor  it  was,  I 
just  know  that  it  reached  our  screen  and  that 
we’ll  have  to  buy  another  one,”  said  Harris 
Rogers,  manager. 


MEMPHIS 


. j\mt»  Wtikoly  W*  Dm  •*Le *****  »tor*  Of 

pXntuxn*  and  fwasrly  radio  at  arc  oo  tM  Grand  Ola  Opry 
progress  over  StatAoa  '*8t,  EaabviUe,  Ttmnannn,  or*  avtataodiag 
paroooa  in  tnalr  profoMloaj  uwJ 

: 

JdsL  ptraoi*  will  be  Xa  tha  City  it  Auatln  an 
Wadaeaday,  Jsptary  17,  I94fl,  and  it  would  bn  boU>  awl 

rotartaioin*  to  have  «il4  pox  Via  a <KJ<traaa  W*a  Boeee  at  Sapraaento- 
tivos  on  tnat  now,  therefore  t*»  it 

RfclOLVap  by  the  Sonra  of  RepreseoVativee  of  the  State  of 
frtta,  ‘ttat  the  nntd  Jlsml*  Wnkaly  and  La*  «laa»e»»  vfttH*  bn,  ao4 
they  tin  bar eby  invltod  to  oddLreao  aaid  Eouao  of  aepreeentetivae 
at  lit  45  o.  ».  on  Wedneeday,  January  17,  1945,  tai  ran  dor  a pro* 
graa  wh  toft  zsipbt  be  appropriate  at  that  tin*. — 

Spanker  of  tha  Houaa 

I bom  by  oortlfy  that  H.  3.  S.  No.  24  wea  adopted  by  Xtm 
flouaa  on  January  Id,  1 9W.- — *■ 


TYPICAL  TEXAS  WELCOME— Gov.  Coke 
Stevenson  (top  left)  welcomed  Lee  “Lasses” 
White  (center)  and  Jimmy  Wakely,  Mono- 
gram cowboy  stars,  to  Texas  when  the  play- 
ers made  a personal  appearance  tour  of  the 
southwest  and  stopped  off  at  the  capitol  in 
Austin. 

Lone  Star  legislators,  greatly  pleased  over 
the  stars’  visit,  passed  a resolution  asking 
Wakely  and  White  to  address  the  house,  and 
to  present  a program.  A photostatic  copy 
of  the  resolution  is  at  the  left.  The  stars 
have  sold  a goodly  number  of  war  bonds  in 
their  tours  over  the  state. 


Repertory  for  Dallas 

DALLAS — A repertory  theatre  to  be  known 
as  Dallas  Theatre,  Inc.,  for  which  an  initial 
$10,000  has  already  been  secured,  will  be 
opened  here.  Margo  Jone  s of  Livingston 
Tex.,  and  New  York  will  be  the  director.  Pro- 
fessional talent  will  be  used.  Classics  and  new 
plays  will  be  produced.  Boxoffice  values  will 
not  be  the  only  guiding  factor  of  plays  se- 
lected. 


When 


„ WAHOO 

America’s  Finest  Screen  Came 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


T arry  Brady,  zone  manager  of  Russell  C. 

Roshon  Amusement  circuit  who  has  been 
stationed  here  for  some  time,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Pittsburgh  . . . C.  S.  Black,  just  out 
of  the  army,  has  been  named  Memphis  man- 
ager to  succeed  him  ...  A Columbia  visitor 
was  J.  B.  Underwood,  district  manager,  from 
Dallas. 

“The  Gypsy  Baron,”  Johann  Strauss’ 
operetta,  was  presented  last  week  at  Ellis 
Auditorium  . . . Little  Theatre  this  week 
opened  its  latest  show,  “Double  Doors,”  at 
Pink  Palace  . . . Miss  Martha  Benya,  Euro- 
pean opera  singer,  was  presented  at  Menorah 
Institute  Tuesday  ...  A style  show  and  a 
war  picture  featured  this  week’s  army  Wac 
recruiting  show  at  Goldsmith’s  auditorium. 

“Combat  America,”  was  shown  all  this  week 
free  at  park  commission  community  centers 
. . . Egon  Petri,  Dutch  pianist,  was  heard  in 
concert  Wednesday  night  at  Ellis  Auditorium 
along  with  Mona  Bradford  and  Ethel  Joy 
Brown. 

Robert  Hazen,  one  of  the  sailors  at  NATTC, 
Millington,  writes  how  much  the  service  men 
appreciate  reduced  prices  at  the  Malco  Thea- 
tre for  men  in  uniform.  The  reductions  apply 
not  only  to  the  service  man  but  to  his  date 
as  well. 

“Life  With  Father”  was  at  Ellis  Auditorium 
this  week.  Thursday  night  the  Minneapolis 
symphony  was  on  hand  at  Ellis  Auditorium. 


end  us  your  orders  for  the  things  you  need. 
If  we  don't  have  them  we  will  do  our  best  to 
get  them  for  you. 

Too,  if  you  have  loose  equipment  about  your 
theatre,  or  if  you  know  where  to  locate  any- 
thing of  this  sort,  let  us  know.  We  may  buy  it, 
trade  you  for  it,  or  sell  it  for  you. 


SPECIAL  PRINTED  TICKETS 

When  ordering  give  starting  number,  admission  price,  tax  and  color. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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Comedy  in  Grasping  Hand  Mystery 


MEMPHIS — Not  all  the  drama  of  the  thea- 
tre takes  place  on  the  screen  or  stage. 

Joe  Simon,  manager  of  Warner  Theatre, 
stood  gogle-eyed  when  a service  man  ap- 
peared at  the  office  and  told  him  a hand 
had  come  up  through  the  air  vent,  and  seized 
him  about  the  ankle. 

“What  did  you  do?”  asked  Simon. 

“I  stamped  on  the  hand.” 


“And  what  did  the  hand  do?” 

“It  called  for  help.” 

Investigation  showed  it  happened,  too.  The 
fire  department  had  to  be  called  to  extract 
a youngster,  a Warner  usher  off  duty,  from 
the  air  vent.  The  usher  had  crawled  into 
the  vent  the  night  before  to  escape  the  wrath 
of  three  sailors  who  resented  his  encounter 
with  one  of  the  sailor’s  girl  friends. 


HONORED  BOND  SALESMAN— R.  E. 
Martin  (left),  president  of  the  Martin 
Theatres,  Columbus,  Ga.,  is  shown  receiv- 
ing from  Gov.  Ellis  Arnall  of  Georgia  one 
of  the  75  medal  of  honor  buttons  pre- 
sented to  Georgia  exhibitors  at  a cere- 
mony held  in  the  capitol  building  at  At- 
lanta. The  awards  were  distributed  by 
the  industry’s  War  Activities  Committee 
for  outstanding  work  in  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  drive.  Directly  behind  the  governor 
is  J.  H.  Thompson  of  Hawkinsville, 
Georgia  drive  chairman. 


"Blonde  From  Brooklyn"  Director 

Del  Lord  has  been  named  director  on 
Columbia’s  “Blonde  Prom  Brooklyn.” 


Grosses  at  Dallas 
Run  True  lo  Form 

DALLAS — Except  for  two  pictures,  first  run 
grosses  ran  true  to  form  last  week;  that  is,  a 
little  off  from  the  high  wartime  level  of 
previous  months. 

“Since  You  Went  Away”  and  the  double 
horror  show,  “House  of  Frankenstein”  and 
“The  Mummy’s  Curse,”  were  the  leaders.  Both 
were  marked  up  for  140  per  cent  in  their  re- 
spective houses.  The  first  picture  might  eas- 
ily have  earned  another  ten  per  cent  except 
for  its  length.  The  weather  was  favorable. 

(Average  is  IOC) 

Capitol — Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (Col);  Adven- 
tures ot  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono),  split  with  Fire- 
brands of  Arizona  (Rep);  Dangerous  Passage 


(Para)  , 125 

Majestic — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA) 140 

Melba — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  The 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  140 

Palace — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 125 

Rialto — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  split  with 

The  Big  Bonanza  (Rep)  120 

Tower — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  2nd  wk 130 


Army  and  Navy  Poll 
Starts  Letter  Writers 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— A recent  poll  of  the 
army  and  navy  personnel  away  from  home 
revealed  that  next  to  letters,  films  were  the 
gratest  morale  builder. 

Thus,  former  employes  of  Standard  Thea- 
tres in  the  service  get  a “letter-to-the-boys” 
every  ten  days  from  Ed  Kidwell,  Standard’s 
general  manager. 

All  items  of  general  interest  are  sent  in 
these  letters  including  news  received  in  re- 
plies from  those  in  the  armed  forces. 

Morale  at  the  office  is  boosted,  too, 
through  posting  on  the  bulletin  board  of  all 
letters  that  come  in  from  those  in  uniform. 

Upon  their  return  the  employes  now  in 
service  will  have  two  8x10  photographs  taken 
so  Standard  may  have  a complete  file  of 
their  pictures. 


Lillian  Gish  Into  "Duel  in  the  Sun" 

Lillian  Gish  has  been  signed  for  a role  in 
United  Artists’  “Duel  in  the  Sun.” 
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Ontario  I EC  Terms  Code 
Dead;  Asks  Full  Control 


Nalhanson  Hollywood 
Trip  Causes  Rumors 

TORONTO — The  trade’s  rumor  market  is 
once  more  active  here  because  of  the  visit 
of  Paul  L.  Nathanson,  president  of  Odeon 
Theatres  of  Canada  and  directing  head  of 
Emipre-Universal  Films,  to  Hollywood  where 
he  was  reported  in  a press  release  simply  to 
be  having  “conferences  with  industry  heads 
on  Canadian  releases.” 

At  Odeon  headquarters  it  was  merely  stated 
that  Nathanson  had  gone  to  Hollywood  “on 
business.” 

What  has  caught  attention,  however,  is 
the  fact  that  Nathanson’s  trip  closely  fol- 
lowed the  announcement  by  Adolph  Zukor 
of  New  York  at  the  25th  anniversary  din- 
ner of  Famous  Players  Corporation  that 
Paramount  proposed  to  establish  a producing 
unit  in  the  Dominion  for  the  making  of  short 
subjects-  for  distribution  throughout  the 
world,  coupled  with  the  intimation  that  if 
feature  pictures  with  a suitable  Canadian 
theme  presented  themselves  they  also  would 
be  considered. 

There  is  the  thought  in  some  local  circles 
that  production  activities  in  Canada  under 
the  stimulus  of  Nathanson-Rank  interests 
are  also  a possibility,  although  no  official 
word  is  forthcoming  on  this  point. 

Nathanson  is  reported  to  have  conferred 
with  officials  at  Universal  studios  but  this 
would  be  appropriate  because  his  Empire- 
Universal  Films  has  long  held  the  Canadian 
franchise  for  Universal  as  well  as  Republic 
Pictures,  and  last  year  secured  an  important 
agreement  with  Arthur  Rank  for  the  Cana- 
dian distribution  of  Eagle-Lion  British  prod- 
uct. 

The  Power  of  the  Press 
Is  Told  in  Pictures 

MONTREAL — The  power  of  the  press  from 
an  editorial  and  advertising  standpoint  high- 
lighted the  screen  presentation  shown  in  the 
Mount  Royal  Hotel  by  the  daily  newspapers 
of  Montreal  to  a gathering  of  business  repre- 
sentatives and  members  of  the  newspaper 
profession  from  Ontario  and  Quebec. 

The  films  gave  a vivid  picture  of  the  news- 
paper industry,  showing  how  news  is  dis- 
tributed to  all  parts  of  Canada  over  12,000 
miles  of  leased  wires  linking  together  mem- 
bers of  the  Canadian  press.  The  publicity 
film  also  told  of  newspaper  advertising  to 
insure  the  success  of  such  wartime  under- 
takings as  recruiting  for  the  armed  forces  and 
for  industry  and  in  popularizing  the  war  bond 
drives,  and  how  newspapers  had  helped  to 
make  clear  to  the  people  the  need  for 
higher  taxation  in  wartime  and  price  control 
measures  to  combat  inflation,  and  in  put- 
ting over  salvage  and  other  wartime  cam- 
paigns. 

Before  the  showing  the  newspaper  men 
were  guests  at  a reception  in  the  Salle  Doree. 
Among  them  were  representatives  from 
Peterborough,  Quebec,  Three  Rivers  and 
Sherbrooke  newspapers. 

The  chairman  of  the  meeting  was  W.  J.  C. 
Sutton,  advertising  manager  and  director  of 
the  Montreal  Gazette. 

Roddick  Reported  Alter 
Halifax  Showcase 

HALIFAX,  N.  S. — Regional  Manager  Bob 
Roddick  is  reported  by  Nick  Vassis,  of  Demer- 
son  & Vassis,  as  seeking  the  local  Empire 
as  a replacement  for  the  Garrick  or  Oxford 
when  both  these  theatres  swing  over  to 
Odeon  at  expiration  of  current  leases.  Vas- 
sis and  Alex  Demerson,  both  of  St.  John, 
operate  an  Empire  in  St.  John,  as  well  as 
the  one  in  Halifax.  The  Halifax  Empire 
seats  600  and  that  in  St.  John,  806. 


TORONTO— A bomb  exploded  in  Canadian 
film  circles  when  Harry  L.  Romberg,  secre- 
tary of  the  Ontario  council,  Independent 
Exhibitors  of  Canada,  announced  February  8 
that  the  conciliation  code  was  a dead  issue 
and  that  the  association  officially  had  gone 
on  record  as  favoring  federal  control  of  the 
Canadian  film  industry  to  the  fullest  pos- 
sible extent,  with  support  for  the  continu- 
ation of  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board 
in  the  regulation  of  film  exchanges  and  the- 
atres after  the  war. 

Romberg’s  statement,  which  followed  the 
1945  annual  meeting  of  the  Ontario  coun- 
cil, pointed  out  that  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  bring  about  self  regulation  of  the 
trade  through  conciliation  of  problems  and 
differences  and  urged  instead  strict  inter- 
pretation of  the  regulations  under  the  fed- 
eral wartime  order  affecting  theatres  and 
films. 

Need  Full  Government  Control 

“We  have  been  satisfied  to  a certain  point 
with  the  board's  regulations  but  we  feel  these 
regulations  should  be  extended  to  full  gov- 
ernment control  of  our  business,”  Romberg 
stated,  adding  that  “it  now  means  actual 
survival  for  the  independents.” 

With  respect  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
wartime  regulations,  Romberg  said:  “We  feel 
a lot  of  exhibitors  are  paying  more  for  films 
than  legally  required  and  this  practice  should 
stop.” 

The  association  secretary  said  meeting  of 
the  council’s  executives  had  been  called  for 
an  early  date  to  deal  with  the  situation  and 
added  “the  conciliation  code  is  dead  in 
Canada.” 

Romberg  had  no  criticism  to  make  of  the 
present  administrator  of  services  in  the  War- 
time Prices  and  Trade  Board;  namely,  J.  R. 
Croft,  and  said  the  federal  official  was 
considerate  and  approachable  in  his  per- 
sonal attitude.  At  the  same  time,  represen- 
tations would  be  made  to  the  government 
to  tighten  up  the  regulations,  Romberg  said, 


and  the  independents  wanted  the  federal 
authorities  to  exercise  control  now  and  after 
the  war. 

After  the  Ontario  council  had  proposed  a 
trade  code  one  year  ago,  a series  of  con- 
ferences, with  all  branches  of  the  industry 
represented,  discussed  the  subject  but  the 
outcome  was  not  satisfactory.  A regional 
board  of  conciliation  at  Toronto  was  sug- 
gested instead  of  a national  organization, 
but  there  had  been  a cleavage  over  the 
question  of  qua’ification  of  representation  on 
that  board  with  one  group  asking  that  ap- 
pointees to  the  board  should  be  any  two 
exhibitors  from  the  Motion  Picture  Theatres 
Ass’n  of  Ontario  as  well  as  representatives 
from  other  branches.  The  MPTA  of  Ontario 
has  chains,  circuit  partners  and  unattached 
theatre  owners  in  its  membership  and  the 
original  draft  of  the  code  listed  two  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  as  representing  that  as- 
sociation as  well  as  two  independents  from 
the  Ontario  council,  two  members  from  the 
circuit  companies  and  two  distributors  to  be 
elected  by  the  Toronto  Film  Board  of  Trade. 
The  final  hitch  appeared  to  occur  at  that 
spot. 

Independents  Fear  Circuit  Growth 

From  various  sources  it  has  been  learned 
that  the  independent  owners  fear  the  result 
of  announced  circuit  expansion  in  Canada 
after  the  war  by  Famous  Players  and  asso- 
ciates and  Canadian  Odeon.  It  has  been  said 
that  a theatre  building  race  will  hurt  the 
independent  exhibitor.  In  London  recently, 
Arthur  Rank  stated  that  the  Odeon  chain 
in  Canada  would  be  expanded  to  200  the- 
atres as  quickly  as  possible,  which  would 
mean  the  doubling  of  that  circuit.  Famous 
Players  and  subsidiary  companies  are  known 
to  have  acquired  a number  of  theatre  sites. 

It  is  understood  the  organized  independents 
plan  to  ask  the  government  for  some  type 
of  protection,  both  for  their  present  opera- 
tion of  theatres  and  their  postwar  future. 
What  the  request  will  be  has  not  been  desig- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 


VISITING  IN  HOLLYWOOD — Paul  Nathanson,  president  of  Odeon  Theatres 
and  vice-president  of  Empire-Universal,  was  in  Hollywood  to  confer  with  Nate 
Blumberg  and  Cliff  Work,  respectively  president  and  vice-president  of  Universal. 
On  the  lighter  side  of  his  schedule  was  a visit  to  a set  of  Walter  Wanger’s  Tech- 
nicolor feature,  now  shooting,  “Night  in  Paradise.”  Left  to  right:  Turhan  Bey, 
Mrs.  Nathanson,  Nathanson,  Ray  Collins  and  Merle  Oberon. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  17,  1945 


K 


89 


Clair  Hague,  59,  Dies 
After  Short  Illness 

TORONTO — An  important  link  with  the 
film  trade  past  was  severed  in  the  death  on 
February  8 of  Clair  Hague,  59,  Canadian 
representative  of  Universal  and  president  and 
founder  of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers, 
after  an  illness  of  one  month  in  the  Lock- 
wood  clinic,  Toronto. 

His  death  was  caused  by  a bronchial  ail- 
ment. Widely  known  as  the  “dean  of  the 
Canadian  film  trade,”  he  constantly  had 
been  held  in  the  highest  esteem  and  was 
one  of  the  most  loved  figures  in  the  busi- 
ness. He  was  most  considerate  to  his  fel- 
lowman,  both  in  and  out  of  film  circles,  and 
his  many  philanthropies  probably  will  never 
be  known.  During  his  recent  active  days, 
Hague  had  been  busily  engaged  in  building 
up  a benevolent  fund  in  the  name  of  the 
Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  for  the  particu- 
lar benefit  of  less  fortunate  old-timers  of  the 
theatre.  Added  to  this  work  was  his  activ- 
ity as  a member  of  Rameses  Temple  of  the 
Shrine  and  of  the  Masonic  order  for  many 
years. 

Deep  Love  for  Family 

His  kind  personality  was  reflected  in  love 
of  family  and  pride  in  his  children,  the  im- 
mediate survivors  being  his  wife,  three  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons,  Arnold  and  Raymond. 
He  was  enthusiastic  when  a daughter 
Gwendollyn  captured  many  honors  several 
years  in  succession  as  a dramatic  contralto 
in  the  Canadian  music  festival  at  the  Cana- 
dian national  exhibition  here  prior  to  the 
war.  A scholarship  provided  a year’s  study 
in  singing  at  New  York  and  she  had  been 
residing  in  that  city  most  of  the  time  in 
recent  years  with  another  sister.  Gwen,  as 
her  father  called  her,  has  made  many  operatic 
appearances  in  radio.  Raymond  is  following 
in  Hague’s  footsteps,  having  been  an  exhibitor 
and  later  a moving  picture  camera  specialist 
with  Associated  Screen  News  at  Vancouver. 

With  Oscar  R.  Hanson,  Hague  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  formation  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers  five  years  ago  and  had 
been  president  for  four  of  the  five  years. 
The  association  has  grown  to  a membership 
of  close  to  350  with  active  branches  in  all 
parts  of  the  Dominion  under  his  guidance 
and  inspiration. 

One  of  those  who  felt  the  passing  of 
Hague  with  deep  concern  is  Ben  Cronk,  both 
having  been  closely  associated  in  the  film 
trade  since  their  early  days  together  in 
Brantford,  Ont.,  where  the  deceased  was 
born.  Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century 
they  were  together  in  the  Brantford  Min- 
strels, after  which  they  organized  the  Em- 
pire Hypnotic  Vaudeville  company  which  was 
taken  over  by  Dr.  Lee’s  Medicine  Shows  in 
1906  for  a tour  of  Ontario.  A year  later, 
Hague  joined  the  Allens  in  the  operation  of 
their  first  two  theatres  in  Brantford,  the 
Theatorium  and  Wonderland.  In  1909,  Hague 
joined  the  Klein  Optical  Co.  in  Toronto, 
which  later  became  the  General  Film  Co. 
He  started  out  on  his  own  in  1912  when  he 
established  the  Canadian  Film  Co.  and  from 
that  enterprise  sprang  the  Canadian  Uni- 
versal Films,  Ltd.,  in  1913  of  which  Hague 
was  Canadian  general  manager.  This  com- 
pany operated  in  a big  way  until  it  was 
absorbed  by  Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd., 
with  Hague  remaining  as  its  directing  head 


9 5 $ S 

imwAHOO, 

AmeAiccU  tyuteit  ScAeett  Cjame 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 


831  South  Wabash  Avenue 


Chicago,  Illinois' 


until  1937  when  he  was  appointed  to  the 
post  of  Canadian  representative  of  Universal. 

Hague’s  first  experience  as  a motion  pic- 
ture man  was  the  job  of  projectionist  with 
the  early  carnival  company  about  40  years 
ago  and  he  was  credited  with  being  probably 
the  first  to  show  pictures  in  Toronto  in  a 
tent  show  at  Hanlan’s  Point  amusement  park. 

A number  of  present  day  film  executives 
were  proteges  of  Hague  in  the  early  days 
and  some  of  them  graduated  to  foreign  fields 
where  they  continued  to  hold  kind  remem- 
brance of  his  guidance  in  trade  matters. 
His  counsel  was  always  sought  in  trade  and 
cooperative  movements  and  he  served  on 
many  bodies  such  as  the  Canadian  moving 
picture  war  services  committee,  Red  Cross, 
war  savings  stamps  and  other  committees. 
Clair  Hague  never  pushed  himself  forward, 
always  suggested  that  someone  else  should 
be  head  man  and  invariably  had  to  be  asked 
to  take  a seat  at  the  head  table. 

One  of  his  personal  interests  was  a country 
home  a few  miles  outside  of  Toronto  where 
he  took  delight  in  operating  what  others 
would  have  called  a gentleman’s  farm.  It 
was  more  of  an  outdoor  hobby  for  him  and 
he  used  to  laugh  it  off  by  saying  what  he 
grew  there  cost  plenty. 


MONTREAL 

The  long  distance  record  for  exhibitors  visit- 

ing  Filmrow  this  year  so  far  was  recorded 
by  P.  Anger  of  the  Cartier,  Chicoutimi,  who 
conferred  with  I.  Sourkes,  Montreal  manager 
of  Monogram  . . . The  reopening  of  the 
Gayety  ended  a two-month  ban  imposed  by 
the  provincial  government  for  breach  of  the 
Lord’s  Day  act  by  exhibiting  stage  produc- 
tions on  Sundays. 

Montreal  is  not  following  Toronto’s  ex- 
ample in  banning  midnight  shows,  which  are 
an  occasional  feature  at  neighborhood  houses, 
besides  being  regular  attractions  at  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year’s  Eve  . . . The  coal  short- 
age which  followed  the  ban  imposed  on  ex- 
port of  fuel  from  the  U.S.  to  Canada,  which 
lasted  only  a few  days,-  did  not  greatly  in- 
convenience local  exhibitors. 

France-Film  Co.  is  receiving  letters  of 
thanks  from  music  lovers  who  appreciated 
the  performance  of  the  Minneapolis  Sym- 
phony Orchestra  at  the  St.  Denis  cinema  . . . 
Veteran  theatregoers  learned  with  regret  of 
the  death  at  Ottawa  of  Mary  Hamilton,  a 
star  of  the  London  and  New  York  stage  at 
the  turn  of  the  century  and  the  first  Cana- 
dian to  win  the  gold  medal  for  dramatics  at 
the  New  York  School  of  Dramatic  Art.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  an  Anglican  archbishop 
. . . Military  training  films  are  being  shown 
to  Montreal  reserve  regiments  . . . The  cam- 
paign against  venereal  disease  moved  for- 
ward a stage  when  the  city  health  depart- 
ment showed  films  of  the  war  against  the 
diseases  at  a meeting  of  the  city  council  . . . 
The  Amherst  is  distributing  Glas-Bake 
ovenware. 

Although  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  had  its 

successful  first  run  at  Loew’s  a few  weeks 
ago  it  is  still  going  around,  so  that  a local 
department  store  is  still  timely  in  display- 
ing the  original  costumes  designed  by  Raoul 
Pene  du  Bois  for  Paramount  and  worn  by 
Joan  Fontaine  and  other  participants  in  the 
picture.  The  costumes  won  special  mention 
in  reviews  of  the  Technicolor  film.  The  tab- 
leau with  its  lavish  costumes  drew  a host  of 
admiring  fans,  some  of  whom  were  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  colors  were  more  sub- 
dued than  they  appear  in  the  picture  as  the 
camera’s  sensitivity  intensifies  the  coloring. 

“Ice  Follies  of  1945”  at  the  Forum  was  the 
current  competitor  of  the  films.  It  drew  a 
good  proportion  of  the  hockey  crowd  also. 


Ontario  IEC  Terms 
Industry  Code  Dead 

(Concluded  from  preceding  page) 

nated  exactly,  except  the  statement  by  Rom- 
berg in  behalf  of  the  council,  “We  feel  these 
regulations  should  be  extended  to  full  gov- 
ernment control  of  our  business.” 

Some  months  ago  the  National  Council  of 
Independents  prepared  a brief  for  submis- 
sion to  the  federal  government  and  ar- 
ranged a conference  with  Donald  Gordon, 
chairman  of  the  Wartime  Price  Board;  J.’L. 
Ilsley,  minister  of  finance,  and  possibly  Pre- 
mier Mackenzie  King.  This  conference  was 
canceled  at  a late  hour,  however,  when  it 
appeared  that  a conciliation  framework 
could  be  effected  within  the  film  industry, 
it  was  stated. 

The  proposal  for  a conciliation  code  fol- 
lowed and  a number  of  conferences  were 
held  in  Toronto  behind  closed  doors.  Fol- 
lowing one  important  trade  conference,  rep- 
resentatives of  the  independent  exhibitors 
waited  upon  officials  of  the  wartime  price 
board,  but  subsequently  it  was  denied  that 
government  intervention  had  been  broached 
at  that  time. 

Now,  however,  the  Ontario  council  has 
announced,  through  its  secretary,  its  inten- 
tion to  seek  government  control  of  the  trade. 

FPC  Scores  Once  Again 
In  Location  Battle 

SYDNEY,  N.  S.— In  the  battle  for  theatre 
locations  through  the  maritime  provinces, 
Famous  Players  has  beaten  Odeon  into  Syd- 
ney although  there  are  already  two  local 
theatres  affiliated  with  FPC. 

Dan  MacDonald,  veteran  local  merchant 
and  owner  of  the  Capitol  and  Vogue,  which 
are  linked  by  him  with  Famous,  hooked  up 
with  that  circuit  again  on  a new  theatre  to 
be  titled  the  Paramount.  The  seating  ca- 
pacity will  be  about  1,575,  all  on  one  floor. 
The  stadium  design  will  be  used.  The  seats 
will  be  of  sliding  type.  The  floor  will  be 
covered  with  a fireproof  synthetic  wool,  carry- 
ing its  own  illumination. 

The  use  of  indirect  beam  controlled  light- 
ing and  plastics  will  allow  changing  of  color 
plans  by  pressing  buttons.  Drapes  will  be 
of  spun  glass.  An  effort  will  be  made  to 
have  the  theatre  and  its  effects  as  nearly 
fireproof  as  possible.  This  including  use  of 
the  new  cold  light  remote  control  system  for 
projection. 

It  is  planned  to  start  construction  of  the 
Paramount  just  as  soon  as  the  wartime  re- 
strictions are  removed.  The  MacDonald  and 
Famous  Players  hookup  already  has  2,175 
seats  in  Sydney — 1,100  at  the  Capitol  and 
1,075  at  the  Vogue.  The  only  competitor  in 
Sydney  proper  is  the  Strand,  operated  by 
Ed  Lynn  for  the  past  30  years  and  seating 
690.  However,  at  Whitney  Pier  are  the  Star, 
575,  and  Casino,  335,  operated  by  Fielding, 
Walker,  Mason  and  Sobey  of  the  Star,  and 
John  Khattar  of  the  Casino. 


Daylight  Time  Saves 
Nothing , Critics  Aver 

Toronto — The  Ontario  agricultural 
council  at  its  annual  convention  here 
unanimously  endorsed  a resolution  call- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  daylight  saving 
by  the  Dominion  government  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  economically  wasteful 
and  injurious  to  health.  Daylight  sav- 
ing was  applied  as  a permanent  policy 
under  the  war  measures  act  four  years 
ago  as  a move  to  conserve  electric  power 
but  most  war  plants  have  operated  on  a 
24-hour  basis,  it  has  been  pointed  out, 
and  the  daylight  time  saves  nothing. 
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Fitzgibbons  Feted  by  Calgary  Trade ; 
Ponders  1 6mm  Film  and  Next  Loan 


Vancouver  Booming; 
All  First  Runs  Good 

VANCOUVER— Business  in  theatres  here 
was  booming  last  week  and  managers  ex- 
pected all  first  runs  to  exceed  the  usual 
grosses  by  a large  margin.  “Meet  Me  In 
St.  Louis”  was  the  leader  and  was  held 
over.  The  second  week  of  “Our  Hearts  Were 
Young  and  Gay”  at  the  Orpheum  was  very 
good.  A big  rainstorm  knocked  grosses  down 
for  one  night  but  it  was  an  excellent  week 
all  around. 

Beacon — Dixie  Jamboree  (PRC); 

Tucson  Raiders  (Rep),  plus  vaudeville — Good 

Capitol — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) Excellent 

Dominion — Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair 
(M-G-M);  Something  for  the  Boys  (20th- 

Fax),  both  moveovers  - Good 

Orpheum — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para),  2nd  wk Good 

Plaza — Drums  (Mono);  That  Hamilton 

Woman  (Mono),  reissues,  3rd  wk Good 

Strand — Kismet  (M-G-M),  moveover; 

Nothing  But  Trouble  (M-G-M)  Average 

Vogue — Together  Again  (Col)  Very  good 

Most  Montreal  Showcases  Report 
Brisk  Business;  "Parkington"  Tops 

MONTREAL— All  except  one  of  the  first 
run  theatres  did  brisk  business  in  February’s 
second  week.  The  exception  was  the  Princess, 
where  “The  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street”  was 
disappointing.  At  the  Palace,  too,  it  was 
felt  that  “The  Climax,”  while  it  did  well, 
was  a mystery  picture  better  suited  to  the 
Capitol,  but  that  theatre  was  already  doing 
excellently  with  “The  Very  Thought  of  You.” 
“Mrs.  Parkington”  was  voted  “excellent”  at 
Loew’s  and  was  held  a second  week.  At  the 
Orpheum  very  fine  business  was  done  by 
“La  Famille  Stoddard,”  French  language  ver- 
sion of  “Adam  Had  Two  Sons,”  which  was 
in  its  second  week. 

Capitol — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB); 


Girl  Rush  (RKO)  Very  good 

Loew's — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M) Excellent 

Orpheum — La  Famille  Stoddard  (WB), 

2nd  wk Very  good 

Palace — The  Climax  (Univ) 

Good,  but  wrong  location 

Princess — The  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street  (Para); 

National  Barn  Dance  (Para) Fair 


Films  at  Calgary  Pull  Top  Business 
With  Prospects  for  Spring  Good 

CALGARY — Picture  houses  continued  to 
report  top  busines  with  one  exception,  the 
visiting  roadshow,  “Naughty  Marietta.”  Local 
exhibitors  are  confident  that  winter-season 
business  will  hold  out  until  late  spring.  The 
Palace  held  over  Metro’s  farce,  “Lost  in  a 
Harem.” 


Capitol — Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) Very  good 

Grand — Destiny  (Univ);  Twilight  on  the  Prairie 

(Univ)  Good 

Palace — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M) Very  good 


Another  Fishing  Firm 
Enters  Picture  Field 

ST.  JOHN — The  second  fish  canning  en- 
tity in  the  Atlantic  provinces  to  add  opera- 
tion and  ownership  of  picture  theatres  to 
fish  processing  is  the  Gulf  Fish  & Trading 
Co.,  Shippigan,  N.  B.  Since  the  start  of  the 
war  there  has  been  a boom  in  fish  at  Ship- 
pigan, with  the  labor  shortage  and  high 
wages,  less  felt  there  than  elsewhere. 

Eldon  Jones,  a partner  in  the  fish  packing 
firm,  is  locating  a new  theatre  at  a central 
site  in  Shippigan  and  this  is  expected  to 
be  in  operation  by  early  summer.  Permis- 
sion to  build  has  been  given  by  the  Do- 
minion government  and  priorities  have  been 
granted  on  materials  and  labor. 

At  Black’s  Harbor,  N.  B.,  Connors  Bros., 
Ltd.,  fish  canners,  have  been  owning  and 
operating  a theatre  for  about  ten  years.  This 
is  the  Strand,  seating  320.  The  name  of  the 
new  Shippigan  theatre  has  not  been  chosen. 


J.  J.  Chisholm  Discusses 
School  Films'  Future 

VANCOUVER — There  is  a new  importance 
given  the  motion  picture  as  an  unfailing 
medium  in  the  training  of  man  from  child- 
hood up,  J.  J.  Chisholm  of  Associated  Screen 
News  told  the  advertising  and  sales  bureau 
of  the  Vancouver  Board  of  Trade  at  a recent 
luncheon  meeting. 

Chisholm  was  here  to  direct  a motion  pic- 
ture record  of  Famous  Players  Canadian’s 
25th  anniversary  celebration. 

Speaking  on  “Movieology  Comes  Marching 
Home,”  Chisholm  emphasized  the  fact  that 
the  use  of  motion  pictures  for  training  has 
become  more  scientific  as  a result  of  the  ac- 
celerated demand  for  films  in  military  and 
industrial  training  during  the  war  years. 
Great  promise  was  held  for  the  future  of  the 
educational  film,  not  only  in  industry  but 
in  the  classroom. 

“Many  subjects  are  nightmares  in  the 
child’s  mind,”  declared  Chisholm,  “yet  the 
motion  picture  can  make  them  understand- 
able, more  vividly  retained.” 

Two  important  steps  were  necessary  in  the 
more  intelligent  use  of  educational  films,  he 
said.  Some  time  should  be  allotted  on  the 
school  curriculum  to  each  subject  being 
taught  in  the  schools  each  week  for  “Film 
Ed,”  the  name  Chisholm  suggests  to  sim- 
plify visual  education;  the  school  board 
should  apoint  a council  of  teaching  experts 
to  decide  on  the  subjects  to  be  filmed,  and 
develop  interesting  scenarios  on  these  sub- 
jects, for  production  as  a classroom  teaching 
film. 


WINNIPEG 


T J.  Fitzgibbons,  president  of  Famous  Players 
* Canadian  Corp.,  was  a visitor  last  week 
accompanied  by  officers  of  the  company. 
He  came  here  in  his  capacity  of  national 
chairman  of  the  Canadian  motion  picture 
war  services  committee  to  arrange  details 
of  the  Manitoba  division's  participation  in 
the  coming  Eighth  Victory  Loan  drive  and 
the  new  Red  Cross  campaign.  With  Fitz- 
gibbons were;  R.  W.  Bolstad,  vice-president; 
J.  R.  Nairn,  publicity  head,  and  Larry  Bearg, 
western  division  manager. 

ZaSu  Pitts,  screen  comedienne,  made  a 
personal  appearance  here  last  week  heading 
a company  which  presented  “Ramshackle 
Inn”  at  the  Playhouse.  Business  was  fairly 
good. 

Thousands  of  entries  were  received  in  the 
Tribune-Famous  Players  academy  award  con- 
test which  concluded  last  week.  Contestants 
were  required  to  name  their  choice  of  the 
ten  best  pictures  and  five  best  actors  and  ac- 
tresses of  1944,  those  corresponding  with  the 
choices  of  the  Hollywood  nominating  com- 
mittee being  declared  the  winners.  No  con- 
testant was  able  to  guess  the  Hollywood 
choices,  three  tying  for  first  place  with  13 
correctly  named  out  of  15.  Each  of  the  win- 
ners was  awarded  a season’s  pass  for  two 
for  the  remainder  of  this  year  at  a FPC 
house  named  by  the  winner. 

The  George  Abbott  stage  hit,  “Kiss  and 
Tell,”  which  is  now  being  filmed  with  Shirley 
Temple  in  the  leading  juvenile  role,  will  be 
presented  here  for  a week  commencing 
February  19  at  the  Walker  Theatre.  The 
performances  will  be  sponsored  by  Hamilton 
Attractions. 


CALGARY — J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  president  of 
FPC,  en  route  east  from  the  coast,  spent 
two  days  last  week  meeting  here  with  the 
Alberta  Theatres  Ass’n,  Victory  Loan  com- 
mittees and  Alberta  managers  of  FPC  units. 
He  was  accompanied  by  R.  W.  Bolstad,  vice- 
president;  Larry  Bearg,  director,  and  James 
R.  Nairn,  publicity  chief  for  the  company. 

Guest  at  a banquet  arranged  by  the  Al- 
berta Theatres  Ass’n,  Fitzgibbons  spoke  on 
the  16mm  situation.  Attending  the  banquet 
were  officers  of  the  association;  A.  W. 
Shackleford,  Lethbridge;  Morris  Beatty,  Red 
Deer;  Walter  Wilson,  Edmonton;  W.  Ramsay, 
Canmore;  D.  A.  Boyle,  Macleod;  Pete  Egan, 
K.  M.  Leach,  Roy  Crown,  W.  H.  B.  Sharp, 
J.  Randall  and  Less  Litch,  all  of  Calgary. 

At  a Saturday  luncheon,  Fitzgibbons  spoke 
exclusively  on  the  forthcoming  Eighth  Vic- 
tory Loan  campaign,  due  April  23.  As  na- 
tional chairman  of  the  motion  picture  branch 
of  the  war  finance  committee,  he  detailed 
general  arrangements  and  explained  policy 
to  be  adopted  during  the  Alberta  campaign. 
He  congratulated  the  Alberta  chairman,  K. 
M.  Leach,  on  the  work  accomplished  during 
the  last  seven  campaigns  in  Alberta,  which 
had  brought  expressed  approval  from  the 
Dominion  government. 

In  speaking  of  postwar  screen  develop- 
ments, he  said  the  industry  does  not  fear 
television. 

“It  will  help  us  out  with  spot  news,”  he 
indicated.  “Maybe  we’ll  have  television  in 
our  homes,  but  I still  believe  in  the  psy- 
chology of  the  herd  instinct.  People  love  to 
get  together  for  entertainment.” 

The  war,  he  said,  has  added  a great  deal 
to  the  knowledge  of  screen  technicians. 

His  career  in  the  theatre  began  with  the 
operation  of  a hand-cranked  camera  in  a 
nickelodeon  in  1907,  Fitzgibbons  said  in  an 
interview  given  to  the  Albertan.  After  a 
short  period  as  a newsreel  cameraman  on 
Long  Island,  he  operated  five  theatres  of 
his  own  before  moving  to  Canada  in  1925 
to  join  Paramount  theatres.  Five  years  later 
he  was  with  Famous  Players  and  became 
president  in  1941. 

In  connection  with  the  celebration  of  the 
25th  anniversary  of  FPC  he  mentioned  its 
340  theatres,  an  increase  of  296  in  a quarter 
of  a century. 

Widely  affiliated  outside  the  industry,  he  is 
chairman  of  the  board  of  governors  of  St. 
Michael’s  Hospital  in  Toronto,  governor  of 
Notre  Dame  College  at  Wilcox,  Sask.,  and  a 
chief  of  the  Sarcee  tribe  of  Indians.  He  was 
made  the  only  white  member  of  the  North 
American  Indian  Brotherhood  while  in  Van- 
couver recently. 

"Less  Essential"  Jobs  Hit 
40  in  St.  Louis  Recount 

(From  Central  Edition) 

ST.  LOUIS — What  was  described  as  a 
“partial  list”  of  some  40  occupations  con- 
sidered “less  essential”  by  the  War  Man- 
power Commission  has  been  issued  by  T.  L. 
Gaukel,  St.  Louis  area  director.  He  advised 
that  any  man  in  these  occupations  should 
transfer  to  war  work  immediately.  The  list 
included  amusement  device  operators,  bar 
boys,  bartenders,  booking  agents,  dancing 
instructors,  night  club  managers  and  em- 
ployes, receptionists,  sign  painters  and  sign 
writers,  ticket  takers,  ushers,  window  trim- 
mers and  display  men,  poolroom  and  bowling 
alley  workers  and  doormen. 


To  Produce  “Song  of  Broadway" 

Burt  Kelly  is  set  to  produce  Columbia’s 
“Song  of  Broadway,”  a comedy  with  music. 
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Offers  Free  School 
On  Electronics 

(From  Central  Edition) 

ST.  LOUIS — A class  in  electronics  was 
started  recently  in  the  hall  of  the  St.  Louis 
AFL  Electrical  Workers  Local  No.  1 with 
some  40  union  electricians  as  students  and 
Oscar  W.  Rosenkoetter,  chief  electrician  of 
the  Missouri  Jewelite  Sign  Co.  as  instructor. 
Rosenkoetter  recently  completed  a six-week 
course  in  electronics  at  Marquette  Univer- 
sity, Milwaukee. 

The  class  is  the  first  step  in  a $10,000  edu- 
cational program  planned  by  the  union.  At 
the  first  session  a lecture  on  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  electronics  was  given. 
Later  there  will  be  several  educational  mo- 
tion pictures,  displays  of  electronic  equip- 
ment and  tours  of  local  plants  where  elec- 
tronics are  used.  The  course  will  continue 
for  20  weeks.  The  course  is  free  to  the  stu- 
dents. 

If  the  present  plans  mature  some  450  mem- 
bers of  the  union  will  take  the  course  and 
classes  will  be  conducted  three  or  four  nights 
a week  at  the  union  hall,  4249  Gibson  Ave. 
John  T.  Meinert,  union  president,  said  it  is 
also  planned  to  have  day  classes  for  the 
benefit  of  men  who  work  at  night. 

“The  purpose  of  this  school  is  to  prepare 
our  members  for  the  future,  to  enable  them 
to  command  better  jobs  and  to  elevate  their 
position,”  Meinert  explained.  He  also  pointed 
out  the  goodwill  advantages  of  the  educa- 
tional program  since  many  persons  think 
union  members  are  wasters  of  time.  “This 
is  what  we  want  to  correct,”  he  said. 

Gus  Schumann  is  chairman  of  the  union’s 
educational  committee.  He  said  that  450 
members  of  the  union  have  already  applied 
for  the  course  and  the  union  plans  to  ex- 
pand the  course  eventually  to  include  all  of 
the  present  2,400  members  of  Local  No.  1. 

Rosenkoetter  is  the  first  of  eight  members 
of  the  local  who  have  been  chosen  to  at- 
tend the  national  school  for  electronics  train- 
ing, which  is  sponsored  by  the  AFL  Inter- 
national Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers. 
It  is  the  first  such  course  of  its  kind  in  the 
country,  Schumann  said. 

James  A.  Merrell  is  business  agent  for  the 
union. 

"The  Face  on  Cutting  Room 
Floor"  Visits  Home  Town 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

DES  MOINES — Joe  Miller,  Des  Moines’ 
gift  to  western  pictures,  is  coming  to  be 
known  as  the  “Face  on  the  Cutting  Room 
Floor.”  Joe,  back  home  for  a couple  of 
months,  mentions  with  some  feeling  the  pic- 
tures he  hasn’t  been  in.  Joe  told  us  we’d 
have  seen  him  in  “Whistling  in  Brooklyn”  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  cutting  room.  He 
narrowly  escaped  being  removed  from 
“Christmas  Holiday,”  too. 

Joe,  whose  three  years  in  Hollywood  as  a 
western  comedian,  which  included,  as  he 
puts  it,  “a  year’s  starving,”  just  spent  five 
months  and  eight  days  in  the  navy.  The 
eight  days  were  put  in  at  sea. 

But  during  these  eight  days,  Miller  was 
captain  of  a gun  crew  which  battled  it  out 
with  a Nazi  U-boat.  Broken  ribs  and  con- 
cussion in  that  battle  forced  him  out  of 
service. 

But  he’s  in  pretty  good  shape  now  and 
will  be  able  to  report  to  Monogram  around 
March  1 for  more  westerns.  Joe  has  ap- 
peared in  pictures  with  Hoot  Gibson,  Bob 
Steele,  Ken  Maynard  and  Red  Skelton.  He’s 
married  and  has  three  children. 


To  Join  Cast  of  "Danger  Signal" 

Bruce  Bennett  and  Rosemary  DeCamp  are 
set  to  join  the  cast  of  Warners’  “Danger 
Signal.” 


Theatres  Warned  Against 
Employment  of  Kids 

(From  Central  Edition) 

CHICAGO — Theatre  managers  are  being 
warned  by  the  division  of  women’s  and 
children’s  employment  of  the  Illinois  depart- 
ment of  labor  against  hiring  children.  Nu- 
merous boys  and  girls  have  told  their  par- 
ents that  extra  money  found  in  their  pockets 
came  from  their  employment  in  theatres, 
at  candy  counters,  as  ushers  or  popcorn 
sellers.  Again,  boys  and  girls  are  reported 
to  have  stated  that  their  late  hours  were 
due  to  theatre  employment. 

Checking  the  situation,  following  com- 
plaints by  parents  and  in  line  with  the 
fight  on  juvenile  delinquency,  Mrs.  Jewel' 

O.  Coleman  said  she  could  find  no  actual 
violations  of  the  child  labor  law  on  the  part 
of  the  theatres,  but  added  that  managers 
must  beware  of  violating  the  law  when,  des- 
perate for  help,  they  might  believe  a minoi 
when  he  or  she  misrepresented  in  the 
matter  of  age.  Terms  under  which  minors, 
14  to  16  years  old,  may  be  employed  in 
Illinois  are  limited  to: 

1.  The  employer  must  have  on  file  an 
employment  certificate  issued  by  the  super- 
intendent of  schools. 

2.  Not  more  than  eight  hours  a day,  in- 
cluding the  time  required  to  attend  school. 

3.  Not  more  than  six  days  a week. 

4.  Between  the  hours  of  7 a.  m.  and 
7 p.  m. 


ST.  JOHN 


pleads  of  the  Canadian  army,  navy  and  air 
force  in  sending  congratulatory  letters 
to  Bob  Roddick,  district  manager  of  FPC,  in 
honor  of  the  company’s  25th  anniversary, 
added  their  appreciation  for  the  donations 
by  the  big  circuit  of  the  Halifax  Capitol  for 
Sunday  shows  for  service  men  the  past  four 
years  . . . Mike  Foggia,  owner  of  the  Opera 
House  at  Woodland,  received  news  that  his 
two  sons,  Amadeo  and  Louis,  met  accidentally 
in  Luxembourg.  One  saw  the  other  in  a 
passing  truck,  there  was  a shout  and  a re- 
union for  two  hours  on  the  truck.  Lou  has 
been  on  the  western  front  since  D-Day  and 
Amadeo,  since  September.  Both  helped  their 
dad  at  the  Opera  House  before  shouldering 
rifles. 

It  appears  now  that  O’Brien  & Killam  of 
Yarmouth  Theatre  & Amusement  Co.  are 
not  going  into  the  Odeon  lineup  but  will 
continue  to  move  along  under  their  own 
power.  Several  huddles  had  been  reported 
between  Abe  Garson,  St.  John,  new  Odeon- 
Rank  chief  in  the  maritimes,  and  S.  E. 
O’Brien,  the  objective  being  to  draw  the 
Yarmouth  Capitol  into  Odeon  for  an  af- 
filiation if  not  outright  or  partial  purchase. 

Franklin  & Herschorn  are  ready  to  intro- 
duce television  if  this  is  considered  essen- 
tial as  a postwar  boxoffice  lure,  according  to 
Mitchell  Franklin,  secretary,  and  acting  gen- 
eral manager,  in  the  absence  of  his  father, 
Joe  Franklin,  who  is  in  Florida. 

Celtic  Hall,  Antigonish,  once  used  as  a 
theatre  and  in  recent  years  as  a dance  hall, 
has  been  offered  for  sale.  The  seating  ca- 
pacity was  500.  There  are  three  bowling 
alleys,  billiard  and  pool  tables,  in  connec- 
tion. The  Celtic  and  the  Capitol  Theatre 
were  owned  by  Bill  Landry  who  died  a few 
months  ago  . . . When  a date  book  filled 
with  names  and  addresses  of  women  was 
picked  up  in  the  Capitol,  Halifax,  it  was 
returned  to  the  owner,  a soldier  from  Que- 
bec, and  he  was  effusive  with  his  thanks. 


VANCOUVER 

J^ndy  Digney,  owner  of  the  Oak  Theatre 
here,  reports  that  a deal  is  under  way 
for  the  purchase  by  the  Odeon  circuit  of 
his  theatre.  The  house  is  one  of  the  newest 
and  best  suburban  housces  in  the  district  and 
seats  800.  This  will  give  Odeon  28  theatres 
in  British  Columbia  . . . Mrs.  George  McEwan 
of  the  Royal  is  recovering  from  a major 
operation. 

Mary  Lucas,  formerly  with  Empire-Uni- 
versal at  Calgary,  is  now  here  with  the  same 
company  as  revisor  . . . Agnes  McEwan  of 
E-U  is  still  on  the  sick  list  . . . Leon  Shelly, 
managing  director  of  Vancouver  Motion  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  was  back  here  for  a few  days 
after  being  east  for  some  months.  He  left 
for  Hollywood. 

Harry  Howard,  owner  of  Theatre  Equip- 
ment Co.,  who  spent  the  last  three  years 
in  the  air  force,  has  been  released  and  is 
back  at  his  old  post  . . . For  the  first  time 
in  two  years  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  head  of 
Famous  Players,  met  his  son  Robert,  who  is 
on  active  service  with  the  U.S.  navy  and 
who  came  up  from  Seattle  to  visit  his  father 
here  for  the  FPC  25th  anniversary  activities 
. . . Russ  Mctavish,  owner  of  the  Cambie 
Theatre,  is  back  from  hospital  after  an 
operation  on  his  leg  . . . Howard  Boothe, 
Odeon  supervisor,  returned  from  a three- 
week  visit  in  the  east. 

W.  P.  Nicols  of  the  Royal  will  start  stage 
shows  after  he  installs  new  fire  escapes  or- 
dered by  the  fire  warden. 

Between  30  and  50  returned  veterans  have 
entered  the  ranks  of  projectionists  through- 
out the  Dominion  as  a result  of  the  assist- 
ance being  given  by  the  projectionists  union 
to  the  Dominion  provincial  training  pro- 
gram of  the  rehabilitation  commission.  Some 
provinces  which  license  projectionists  have 
waived  apprentice  and  journeyman  license 
fees  and  practically  every  local  in  Canada 
is  endeavoring  to  make  room  for  veterans. 
Each  Canadian  local  of  the  IATSE  has  home 
autonomy  in  the  matter  of  assisting  the 
program,  under  which  veterans  receive  $20 
a week  for  one  year  from  the  commission 
while  studying  for  their  B license. 

Cafes  seem  to  be  a second  business  with 
local  showmen.  Jack  Johnson  of  Fiimart  has 
taken  over  Jurdy’s  in  the  amusement  belt. 
He  makes  the  fifth  from  British  Columbia 
theatre  business  to  buy  a cafe.  The  others 
are  Bill  Long,  former  Odeon  head;  Wilfred 
Little,  Abbotsford;  Jack  Cooperband,  for- 
mer Roxy  owner,  and  A1  Gold,  Calgary. 

The  Falkon  Theatre,  Tisdale,  Sask.,  re- 
cently was  destroyed  by  fire  which  started 
in  the  projection  room.  As  soon  as  the  alarm 
was  given  about  150  persons  filed  safely  out 
of  the  theatre.  Fred  Falkner,  owner,  was 
away  on  a holiday  in  Alberta  at  the  time. 

Reports  filtering  in  from  England  empha- 
size the  fact  that  numerous  exchanges  have 
sprung  up  recently  devoted  exclusively  to 
reissues.  This  development  is  the  result  of 
the  prosperity  currently  enjoyed  by  the  aver- 
age English  family  who  are  patronizing  films 
which  in  prewar  times  they  were  unable  to 
witness  because  of  low  incomes.  This  is  re- 
flected also  in  British  Columbia  where  Steve 
Rolston  of  Monogram  is  making  hay  while 
the  sun  shines  with  reissues  of  “Drums,” 
“That  Hamilton  Woman”  and  “Jungle  Boy.” 
Bill  Grant  of  PRC  offers  “The  Kid  From 
Spain”  and  “Dead  End,”  all  doing  nicely  at 
the  boxoffice.  “Drums”  and  “That  Hamilton 
Woman”  played  to  three  big  weeks  at  the 
Plaza,  a downtown  house. 
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Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


Busch  Cops  News  Space 
With  Brownout  Tiein 

Sometimes  a timely  idea  will  result  in 
valuable  exploitation  as  proved  by  the  re- 
cent timeliness  of  Robert  Busch’s  “tiein” 
with  the  nationwide  brownout. 

Busch,  manager  of  the  Uptown,  Oklahoma 
City,  contacted  the  editor  of  the  local  daily 
newspaper  several  days  before  February  1 
with  the  suggestion  that  the  publication  run 
a picture  of  the  Uptown’s  marquee  with  a 
60-watt  bulb  burning  to  give  the  public  an 
idea  of  what  the  brownout  would  do  when 
it  took  effect. 

The  editor  countered  with  the  suggestion 
that  he  use  two  pictures,  one  showing  the 
marquee  and  front  fully  lighted  and  the 
other  showing  the  showcase  under  the 
brownout. 

The  lighted  marquee  showed  up  in  the 
paper  with  bold  copy  advertising  a double 
horror  show  scheduled  for  the  following 
night.  As  a result,  the  show  was  a sellout, 
according  to  Busch. 

Huge  "Keys"  Book  in  Lobby 
Then  in  Window  Display 

KANSAS  CITY — A huge  facsimile  of  the 
A.  J.  Cronin  book,  “The  Keys  of  the  King- 
dom,” properly  lettered  with  the  title,  etc., 
was  constructed  of  compoboard  and  at- 
tached to  a large  panel  for  a patron-catch- 
ing display  hung  on  the  wall  above  the 
doors  leading  from  the  lobby  to  the  audi- 
torium foyer  of  the  Uptown  Theatre  here 
for  an  advance  display. 

The  book  measured  5x7  feet  and  was  built 
out  from  the  panel  to  a depth  of  18  inches. 
Stars  edged  with  glitter  containing  names 
of  stars  from  the  picture  surrounded  the 
book. 

The  panel  remained  up  two  weeks  until 
“Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  opened,  then  was 
moved  downtown  for  a window  display. 

War  Workers'  Show  Opens 
"Burma"  at  Chicago 

CHICAGO  — “Objective,  Burma!”  had  its 
midwest  premiere  recently  in  two  local  thea- 
tres. They  were  the  Roosevelt,  where  the 
picture  made  its  regular  debut,  and  the  Para- 
dise, where  the  film  was  shown  to  more 
than  3,000  war  workers  and  wounded  vet- 
erans. 

The  tieup  was  arranged  by  W.  K.  Hol- 
lander of  Balaban  & Katz  Theatres,  Mort 
Blumenstock  of  Warners  and  A.  S.  Gourfain 
of  the  Gourfain-Cobb  agency  which  handles 
the  Motorola  Radio  account.  The  Paradise 
showing  was  held  for  Motorola  employes  to 
speed  up  production.  The  company  makes 
the  Handie-Talkie  combat  radio,  used  in  the 
film. 


Nuns  See  Screening 

SCRANTON,  PA. — Through  the  courtesy 
of  Manager  Frank  Loftus  of  the  Globe,  nuns 
of  the  Scranton  area  were  entertained  at 
a private  showing  of  “Till  We  Meet  Again.” 


Industry  History  in  Pictures  — 

Charlie  White  Panels 
To  Tour  FPC  Circuit 


A hobby  that  started  on  a bet  eight  years 
ago  formed  one  of  the  most  widely  talked 
about  features  of  the  recent  25th  anniversary 
celebration  in  Vancouver  of  the  Famous 
Players  Canadian  circuit.  It  created  so  much 
favorable  interest  in  the  film  industry  that 
FPC  next  summer  will  take  the  hobbyist, 
Charlie  White  of  Portland,  Ore.,  on  a tour 
of  its  entire  circuit  of  340  theatres  in  the 
Dominion. 

White,  who  calls  himself  “America’s  No.  1 
Movie  Fan,”  is  a collector  of  motion  pic- 
ture memorabilia.  He  has  a collection  of 
more  than  75,000  pictures  of  stars  and  scenes 
from  their  production,  dating  from  the 
earliest  flickering  beginnings  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  to  such  currently  newsworthy 
pictures  as  an  autographed  picture  of  Faye 
Emerson  Roosevelt. 

10,000  in  Vancouver  Display 

Ten  thousand  pictures  from  the  collection 
were  displayed  in  various  Vancouver  stores 
and  in  the  foyer  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
at  Vancouver  during  the  Dominion-wide  cele- 
bration. 

The  photographs  were  arranged  on  53  six- 
foot  panels  and  attracted  heavy  newspaper 
publicity.  A three-column  picture  in  one 
Vancouver  paper  showed  White  and  Mary 
Crompton,  cashier  of  the  Orpheum.  The 
latter  was  dressed  in  the  flashy  and  at- 
tractively- abbreviated  costumes  which  Or- 
pheum Manager  Ivan  Ackery  placed  on  14 
theatre  cashiers  and  usherettes  during  the 
celebration. 

White’s  prolific  collection  was  begun  when 
he  bet  a friend  he  could  amass  sufficient 
pictures  with  which  to  decorate  a play- 
room in  a new  home  and  win  newspaper 
acclaim  within  four  years. 

Has  a Chaplin  “Only” 

He  received  his  first  newspaper  publicity 
less  than  a year  after  making  the  bet  and 
at  the  end  of  four  years  he  had  obtained 
25,000  pictures,  many  of  them  rare  relics 
of  early  day  stars. 

White  claims  to  own  the  only  picture  of 
Charlie  Chaplin  with  his  mother,  for  in- 
stance, and  has  a picture  of  Gloria  Swanson 
in  a scene  from  “The  Pullman  Bride,”  a 
Mack  Sennett  comedy  produced  in  1914. 

Besides  the  stills  he  has  many  old-time 
motion  picture  films  including  a 50-foot  ex- 
posure of  “The  Kiss”  filmed  by  the  old 
Edison  company  and  generally  credited  with 
starting  the  agitation  for  film  censorship. 

White  hopes  that  his  FPC  tour  will  prove 
so  successful  that  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try will  underwrite  similar  tours  of  the 
United  States  to  stimulate  interest  in  the 
history  of  films. 


NEWEST  ADDITIONS— Charlie  White, 
Portland,  Ore.,  hobbyist,  shown  above  in 
the  foyer  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre  at 
Vancouver,  B.  C.,  displays  the  newest 
additions  to  his  75,000-picture  collection 
of  photographs  portraying  personalities 
and  scenes  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try dating  back  to  1889.  Helping  him  is 
Mary  Crompton,  cashier,  in  the  special 
costumes  worn  by  14  Orpheum  cashiers 
and  usherettes  during  Famous  Players 
Canadian’s  25th  anniversary  celebration. 

Suburb  Theatre  Features 
Amateur  Monday  Nights 

EAST  HARTFORD,  CONN.— Manager  Ted 
Tuttle  of  the  Astor  here  who  dropped  vaude- 
ville supplied  by  the  local  Gordon  Talent 
Bureau  six  months  ago  has  started  a Mon- 
day night  stage  show  made  up  of  amateur 
talent.  Recruiting  of  the  live  entertainers 
was  done  by  trailers  and  lobby  signs.  Top 
performers,  chosen  by  audience  reaction,  are 
awarded  war  bond  and  stamp  prizes.  Hand- 
bills were  distributed  throughout  the  area 
on  the  policy  change. 


CAP  Group  Aids  "Victory" 

BUFFALO — A local  civil  air  patrol  squad- 
ron helped  promote  “Winged  Victory”  by 
placing  a display  in  the  foyer  of  Shea’s 
Great  Lakes  Theatre  of  its  training  devices, 
equivalent  to  the  aid  shown  in  the  picture. 
In  addition  a Red  Cross  graduation  of  160 
CAP  cadets  of  the  squadron  was  held  on  the 
stage  of  the  Great  Lakes  as  a further  per- 
sonnelized  item  for  the  picture. 
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Quotes , Blowup  Make  a Front 


GOOD  REVIEW  USE — Ted  Trust,  advertising  and  publicity  director  of  the 
Brooklyn  Strand,  decided  to  base  his  front  display  on  reviews  and  reports  it  was 
effective.  The  same  idea  could  be  adapted  for  lobby  use  during  the  brownout  and 
if  the  backgrounds  are  light  the  reflection  might  help  illuminate  under  the  mar- 
quee. 
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BIG  LIBRARY  DISPLAY — Columbia’s  educational  display  on  “A  Song  to 
Remember,”  based  on  the  life  of  Chopin,  was  given  plenty  of  space  in  the  New 
York  Public  Library  on  Fifth  Ave.  and  was  considered  so  valuable  it  was  held 
after  the  run  of  the  picture  at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall. 


FLASH  FRONT— 
Lester  Stepner,  man- 
ager of  the  JL&S 
La  Salle  Theatre, 
Chicago,  startled  the 
loop  with  this  flash 
front  put  up  for 
“Gow,”  the  World 
Wide  release  which 
got  good  notices  in 
the  press  and  con- 
siderable attention 
from  the  public. 
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WAVES  Run  Theatre 
To  Exploit  the  Film 

BOSTON — Ben  Rosenberg,  manager  of  the 
Metropolitan  at  Boston,  received  consider- 
able newspaper  publicity  on  a stunt  he  de- 
vised for  the  opening  day  of  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES.” 

Rosenberg  made  arrangements  with  the 
commanding  officer  of  a WAVES  unit  to 
completely  staff  his  theatre  with  comely 
members  of  that  naval  organization.  Rosen- 
berg himself  was  even  displaced  for  the 
day  as  manager  by  a WAVE  and  other 
WAVES  acted  as  cashiers,  ticket  sellers  and 
“doormen.” 

'To  Have"  Campaign  Gets 
Month-in-Advance  Start 

MILWAUKEE — An  intensive  campaign 
was  put  on  by  the  Riverside  in  connection 
with  the  engagement  of  Warners’  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not.”  Promotional  activity  was 
begun  a month  before  the  midwest  premiere 
of  the  film. 

A huge  lobby  display  was  set  up  at  the 
end  of  December,  featuring  a 40x60  colored 
blowup  of  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Lauren 
Bacall.  On  January  16,  a special  screening 
was  conducted  for  editors  of  all  high  school, 
suburban  and  general  newspapers.  Two  weeks 
in  advance  a one-card  trailer  ran  on  the 
screens  of  eight  Warner  houses  and  four 
Standard  neighborhood  houses.  The  trailer 
was  also  shown  during  the  engagement  with 
the  first  card  changed  to  read  “Now  Play- 
ing Riverside  Theatre.” 

Teaser  trailers  ran  three  weeks  in  ad- 
vance of  playdate.  A large  banner  with  a 
colored  blowup  of  Bogart  on  one  side  and 
Bacall  on  the  other  was  placed  in  front, 
while  on  both  sides  of  the  boxoffice  there 
were  36x72-inch  colored  blowups,  one  of  Bo- 
gart and  one  of  Bacall,  in  frame.  The  mar- 
quee during  the  engagement  sold  the  stars 
in  36-inch  letters. 

Red  King  Aims  a "Victory" 
Window  at  Hub  Youths 

A window  aimed  directly  at  the  ambition 
of  most  modern  youngsters  to  get  into  the 
air  force  when  they  grow  up  was  devised 
by  Red  King,  publicity  director  for  the  Keith 
Memorial  Theatre,  Boston,  as  part  of  his 
campaign  on  “Winged  Victory.” 

The  window,  one  of  three  spotted  by  R.  H. 
White  & Co.,  contained  a large  American 
flag  and  various  aeronautical  devices  such 
as  air  speed  indicators  and  relays  from 
American  planes. 

Model  airplanes  were  suspended  strate- 
gically around  the  window  and  a large  back 
board  contained  silhouette  drawings  of  all 
allied  and  enemy  aircraft. 

Numerous  heralds  and  stills  called  the  at- 
tention of  Boston  youth  to  the  coming  open- 
ing of  the  picture  at  the  theatre. 

Department  Store  Uses 
Photo  Mat  on  "Away" 

WILKES-BARRE,  PA. — Manager  Bill 
Walsh  of  the  Comerford  here  put  across  a 
tiein  with  Pomeroy’s,  a department  store,  for 
“Since  You  Went  Away.”  On  the  opening 
day  of  the  film  a 60-inch  Pomeroy  ad  was 
used  in  the  morning  paper.  In  it  was  a 
photo  of  the  entire  cast  of  the  film  shown 
seated  at  a table.  Beneath  was  this  in  bold 
print:  “We  Are  Buying  Bonds  Regularly 
Since  You  Went  Away.  Won’t  You,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Luzerne  County  Join  Us?  . . . And  Those 
Who  Went  Away  Will  Be  Coming  Home 
Sooner.” 
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Mail  for  Morale  Drive 
For  "You"  in  Canada 

TORONTO — Glenn  Ireton  of  Warner  Bros, 
here  is  responsible  for  an  important  war- 
time service  tieup  in  connection  with  a 
Canada-wide  campaign  on  “The  Very 
Thought  of  You.”  Ireton  has  promoted  a 
“mail  for  morale”  drive  among  thousands 
of  war  plant  workers  to  encourage  the  writ- 
ing of  letters  to  relatives  and  friends  in 
Canada’s  forces  on  the  fighting  fronts. 

Ireton  obtained  the  direct  cooperation  of 
the  department  of  national  war  services 
at  Ottawa,  the  War  Veterans  Ass’n,  man- 
aging officials  of  war  plants  and  the  post 
office  department,  all  working  under  the 
theme  of  “The  Very  Thought  of  You.” 

Displays  of  the  picture’s  stills  with  ap- 
propriate wording  were  featured  in  the  big 
plant  of  General  Engineering  Co.,  near  To- 
ronto, for  instance,  booths  were  set  up  for 
letter-writing  by  employes  during  off-shift 
periods,  special  talks  were  given  over  public 
address  systems  by  government  and  other  of- 
ficials and  special  screenings  of  the  picture 
arranged.  A large  amount  of  work  was  en- 
tailed for  Ireton  in  organizi*g  the  “mail 
for  morale”  drive  but  the  results  included 
an  immediate  jump  in  letterwriting,  a de- 
cision to  continue  the  drive  permanently 
and  much  interest  in  the  film. 

Columbia  Talent  Contests 
Popular  in  New  England 

Columbia’s  George  Sand  Memorial  Tal- 
ent Search  in  connection  with  the  New 
England  showings  of  “A  Song  to  Remem- 
ber” has  attracted  general  attention. 

In  New  Haven  WELI  sponsored  the  con- 
test and  ran  it  for  14  days.  The  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  Morris  Rosenthal,  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  Poli  Theatre,  and  Lou  Brown, 
Loew  circuit  publicity  director.  Local  prizes 
included  war  bonds  and  a necklace  from  a 
local  jeweler.  The  station  plugged  the  con- 
test several  times  daily. 

Two  New  Haven  high  schools  presented 
the  Dr.  Sigmund  Spaeth  tune-tracing  rec- 
ords. 

At  Springfield,  Mass.,  the  records  were 
used  in  high  schools,  junior  high  schools 
and  intermediate  schools.  Max  Ervin,  in 
charge  of  music  instruction  in  schools, 
helped  on  the  stunt. 

Blue  Ribbon  Winners 
Click  at  Rolla,  N.  D. 

ROLLA,  N.  D. — Nine  of  last  year’s  12  prize 
winning  pictures  as  selected  by  members  of 
the  National  Screen  Council  have  been  ex- 
hibited by  the  Rolla  Theatre  here.  The  other 
three  NSC  choices  are  booked  for  spring 
engagements.  The  nine  already  shown  are: 
“So  Proudly  We  Hail,”  “Thank  Your  Lucky 
Stars,”  “Guadalcanal  Diary,”  “Lassie  Come 
Home,”  “Destination  Tokyo,”  “Madame 
Curie,”  “A  Guy  Named  Joe,”  “See  Here,  Pri- 
vate Hargrove”  and  “Going  My  Way.”  The 
other  three  on  the  prize  list,  which  are  to 
be  shown  here  are  “For  Whom  the  Bells 
Toll,”  “The  White  Cliffs  of  Dover”  and  “The 
Story  of  Dr.  Wassell.” 


Wish  'Em  Well  Pays 

PRATT,  KAS. — Roy  Tucker,  city  manager 
for  the  Commonwealth  circuit  here,  con- 
structed a “Wish  ’Em  Well”  of  compoboard 
and  set  it  up  in  the  lobby  of  the  Barron 
Theatre,  and  achieved  fine  results  in  the 
March  of  Dimes  drive.  The  “well”  collect- 
ed about  $50,  and  did  not  detract  from 
the  seat  collections  in  the  Barron  and  the 
Kansas,  the  other  Commonwealth  house 
here.  They  garnered  about  $900. 


Some  Original  Theatre  Ads 


"THIS  MUST  BE 
THE  WOODS— 
LISTEN  TO  ’EM 
LAUGH  AT 
BOB  HOPE" 


GOOFY 

WEEK! 
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BLACKOUT 


NEWS  ITEM:  OUTDOOR  

Ordered  by  War  Production  Board 


BLACK  FOR  BROWNOUT— The  Woods, 
Chicago,  used  the  above  3x614  reverse 
plate  with  a few  white  breaks  on  the  day 
the  brownout  took  effect. 


AVURI) 


SHE  was  a boom- 
town  beauty! 

HE  was  a rich, 
romantic  rogue! 
Their  love  story  is 
gusty,  lusty  and 
glorious! 


Storc  of  "Mrs.  Miniver” 
in  another  triumph— 


During  tha  Year  We  Have  Run  Through  Our 


Projection  Machines  and  Hato 
Carefully  Watched 

172  Feature  Pictures 
That’s . . . 

90  Feet  of  Film  Per  Minute! 
k5,40fl  Feet  of  Film  Per  Hour! 
59,400  Feet  of  Film  Per  Day! 
21,502,800  Feet  of  the  Best  Motion 
Picture  Productions  During 
the  Year! 

7&e  Scnceiely  ‘B&ltwe 


$tdi.  TkmmI  J00AY 


MORE  BRENNAN  ORIGINALITY— E.  R.  Bren- 
nan of  the  Bay,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  consistently 
draws  from  his  own  imagination  for  original 
ideas  and  arrangements  of  his  ads.  Here  he 
uses  small  photos  of  the  Bay's  projectionists 
for  an  interesting  3x16  layout. 


A PREMIERE  AD— This  3x10  layout 
with  its  graphic  paratroop  illustration 
was  one  of  the  ads  used  in  the  campaign 
for  the  premiere  of  the  film  at  the  New 
York  Strand. 


DIFFERENT — The  reverse  of  the  usual 
black  horror  film  ads  featuring  grotesque 
figures  is  the  above  2x2  used  recently  by 
the  RKO  Grand  in  Chicago. 


STANLEY-WARNER 


^FRH}A'f"MIDNIU 

fairs  9psa  11:30  P.  B, . Last  fatm  315 1 * 


HSS  SECRET  MEANT 

DEATHS.  , to  cite  man  if  he 
didn’t  talk— to  thousands  if  he  did! 


HAUNTED  by  Night! 

-.tfie  SCREEN'S  all-time 
aroma  o(  SUSPENSE! 

from  the  thriller  by 

GRAHAM  GREENE 
writer  of  Spy  Storrcs 


ARRESTING  DESIGN— Irving  Blum- 
berg,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity 
for  Warners’  Philadelphia  theatres, 
turned  out  an  excellent  combination  of 
black  and  white  design  in  this  2x3!4-inch 
ad  for  his  thriller  program  at  the  Stan- 
ton. 
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MAMA  AND  BABY  BEAR — Minnie,  performing:  brown  bear  who  appeared 
in  “Road  to  Utopia,”  looks  dotingly  at  her  newborn  cub  held  on  a sheet  by  Doris 
Lawler,  Paramount  exchange  employe  at  Boston.  The  cub,  seven  ounces  in 
weight  at  birth,  was  named  Bob  Hope  for  the  film  star.  Minnie  went  on  with 
her  act  the  same  day  at  the  Sportsmen’s  Show  in  Boston.  Bill,  the  papa  bear, 
drank  two  bottles  of  beer,  and  took  the  rest  of  the  day  off.  Paramount  Publicist 
Arnold  Van  Leer  and  Floyd  Bell,  free-lance  tub  thumper,  saw  to  it  the  photo  stunt 
made  all  local  dailies  and  national  newsphoto  services. 


Group  Ads  Promote 
"Family"  Showing 

TROY,  N.  Y. — The  Lincoln  here  arranged 
an  arresting  advertising  tieup  with  six  local 
stores  and  the  local  newspaper  to  exploit 
“Three  Is  a Family.”  Establishments  cater- 
ing to  the  wants  of  children  ran  insertions 
opposite  the  theatrical  page,  the  copy  being 
spotted  around  a special  ad  by  the  Lincoln. 
The  Times  Record  layout  had  as  caption, 
“ ‘Three  Is  a Family’  Starts  Tomorrow  . . . 
Lincoln  Theatre  . . . You  Will  Find  Every- 
thing You  Need  for  That  Mister,  or  Miss, 
in  the  Stores  Listed  on  This  Page.”  Each 
of  the  double  column  store  advertisements 
called  attention  to  the  fact  “Three  Is  a 
Family”  was  opening  at  the  Lincoln. 

One  striking  insertion  was  captioned: 
“Husbands  of  the  World  Unite!  ...  No  More 
Washing  Diapers!”  The  advertisement,  illus- 
trated by  a picture  of  a pipe-smoking  man 
washing  a diaper  in  a machine,  read:  “We 
don’t  mind  cooking  or  doing  housework  while 
the  wife  is  doing  war  work.  Nor  even  get- 
ting in  all  the  hot  water  taking  care  of  babies 
that  Charlie  Ruggles  does  in  ‘Three  Is  a 
Family,’  Broadway’s  Howling  Stageplay, 
Starting  Saturday  at  the  Lincoln  . . . But 
Washing  Diapers  Is  Too  Much!  Especially 
when  the  Rocka-a-Bye  Dydee  Service  does 
the  work  so  quickly,  efficiently  and  inex- 
pensively.” 

Another  advertisement,  contrived  to  catch 
the  eyes  of  readers,  offered  free  portraits  of 
children  under  six  years  of  age,  to  be  taken 
every  afternoon  between  2:30  and  6 p.  m. 
by  a photographer  of  Babyland  Studios  at 
the  Lincoln  during  the  engagement  of 
“Three  Is  a Family.”  The  insertion,  illus- 
trated with  a picture  of  a baby,  stated  that 
children  would  have  to  be  accompanied  ley 
an  adult  attending  a matinee. 


Style  Tieups  Aiding 

Through  a tieup  with  California  Authen-  - 
tics,  featuring  McCall  patterns,  photo  coun- 
ter cards  showing  California  dress  styles 
modeled  by  stars  from  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” are  being  distributed  in  1,800  retail 
outlets  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  These  are 
timed  for  arrival  in  many  spots  where  the 
picture  has  not  been  shown  as  yet.  Adver- 
tising mats  are  being  sent  to  leading  depart- 
ment stores  for  use  in  local  newspapers. 


Dignified  Period  Window 
Attracts  Wide  Interest 

We  have  received  a photograph  of  an 
interesting  window  placed  in  a local  de- 
partment store  by  Vic  Meyer  and  Gar  Moore 
of  the  Orpheum,  New  Orleans,  to  attract 
attention  to  “A  Song  to  Remember.”  The 
idea  can  better  be  described  than  by  re- 
production of  the  photo. 

Two  shadow  boxes  containing  kodachrome 
enlargements  of  scenes  from  the  film  were 
placed  at  each  side  of  a dignified  display 
of  furniture,  apparently  Polish  pieces  of  the 
Chopin  period. 

The  display  accentuated  the  dignified 
opulence  of  the  film  production  and  created 
widespread  interest,  not  only  among  the 
general  public  but  among  other  store  exec- 
utives who  asked  Meyer  and  Moore  to  ar- 
range similar  displays  in  their  windows. 


Second  Week  Promotion 
For  "St.  Louis"  at  College 

NEW  HAVEN — Sam  Suboff,  temporary 
manager  at  the  College  here,  has  been  mak- 
ing hay  even  on  holdovers.  For  the  second 
week  of  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  he  arranged 
two  co-op  ads  in  the  nearby  Bridgeport  Her- 
ald, got  two  girls  in  period  dresses  to  ride 
a tandem  bike  around  the  town,  ran  a con- 
test at  Hillhouse  High  on  “What  Are  You 
Going  to  Do  on  V-Day”  for  book  and  guest 
ticket  prizes,  used  recordings  from  the  pic- 
ture in  a hookup  to  play  over  the  boxoffice, 
ran  a song  title  guessing  contest  over  WNHC 
and  tied  up  on  gift  shop,  valentine,  music 
and  what-have-you  windows  about  town. 


20-Window  Tieup  Is  Set 

KANSAS  CITY — Lawrence  Lehman,  man- 
ager of  the  Kansas  City  Orpheum  and  Gil 
Canfield,  RKO  exploiteer,  achieved  some- 
thing of  a showman’s  dream  by  obtaining 
window  tieins  in  20  windows  of  the  John 
Taylor  Dry  Goods  Co.,  one  of  the  city’s 
largest  stores. 

The  picture  exploited  in  this  big  window 
layout  was  “Woman  in  the  Window”  and  it 
was,  of  course,  only  a part  of  a strong  cam- 
paign which  produced  healthy  grosses 

Lehman  spotted  a strong  advance  news- 
paper campaign  in  which  local  law  enforce- 
ment officers  were  challenged  to  solve  the 
mystery  of  the  film  at  a special  screening. 


Debate  on  Nazi  Kids 
Aired  for  "World" 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. — The  showing  of 
“Tomorrow  the  World”  at  Loew’s  Poli  The- 
atre was  backed  by  a citywide  publicity 
campaign  staged  by  Manager  George  Free- 
man and  his  assistant,  Sam  Horwitz. 

Personal  appearance  of  Skippy  Homeier 
nine  days  in  advance  of  opening  netted 
otherwise  unprocurable  space  in  Springfield 
papers.  Four  art  breaks  were  landed,  one 
in  advance  and  others  of  shots  taken  lo- 
cally, plus  six  stories,  during  and  day  after 
visit  in  Springfield. 

A special  screening  was  arranged  nine 
days  in  advance  of  opening  for  members 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Council  and  mem- 
bers of  newspaper  and  radio  staffs.  The 
council  recommended  the  film  for  adults 
and  children,  participated  in  a radio  round- 
table and  discussed  the  picture  at  a gen- 
eral meeting. 

A five-minute  talk  about  Skippy  Homeier 
over  WMAS  “Morning  Shopper”  program 
was  set  for  two  days  before  the  opening 
and  full  theatre  plugs  were  given.  A rave 
review  over  WMAS  of  “Tomorrow  the 
World”  was  promoted  on  the  “To  the 
Ladies”  show. 

The  day  before  opening  WMAS  carried 
a discussion  on  “What  should  be  done  about 
Emil  Bruckner  in  ‘Tomorrow  the  World’ 
and  the  12,000,000  postwar  Emil  Bruckners?” 
Participating  were  members  of  the  press, 
radio,  churchmen  and  council  members.  On 
opening  day,  a ten-minute  radio  program 
over  WSPR  consisted  of  interviews  of  peo- 
ple who  had  just  seen  the  film  at  Loew’s 
Poli  in  which  they  gave  their  opinions  on 
the  film. 

A Polish  newspaper,  Nova  Anglia,  carried 
a specially  written  feature  story  about  Rudy 
Wissler  and  his  fight  with  Skippy  Homeier. 
The  angle  of  the  Polish  boy  handing  a 
beating  to  the  Nazi  kid  drew  Polish  readers. 

A 40x60  was  used  out  front  and  in  the 
lobby  carrying  a letter  from  Skippy  Homeier 
thanking  Springfield  for  his  kind  treatment 
here,  and  expressing  hope  that  Springfield- 
ites  won’t  think  of  him  as  the  mean  kid 
he  appears  to  be  in  “Tomorrow  the  World.” 
Window  cards  reading  “Tomorrow  the  World 
will  be  a better  place  in  which  to  live,  if 
you  buy  bonds  now,”  were  planted  with 
the  line,  “Protect  the  American  Family.” 
A booklet  on  the  film  was  circulated  by 
restaurants,  cigar  stores  and  newsstands. 


IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Movietone  News,  No.  46:  Manila  freed;  Pacific 
fleet  task  force;  V-mail;  Millrose  games;  zoo  mas- 
cot for  Red  Cross. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  244:  MacArthur's  triumph; 
President  of  Philippines;  China  Sea;  V-mail;  mascot 
for  Red  Cross;  future  Miss  Maestros;  track  thriller; 
ice  locks  liberty  ships;  frozen  coal  tbawed. 

Paramount  News,  No.  47:  Worst  winter  in  25  years; 
V-mail;  Axis  prison  camps;  B29  miracle;  Manila  falls. 

Pathe  News,  No.  49:  Manila;  Formosa  raid;  China 
based  B29s  bomb  Siam;  new  plastic  rubber;  French 
salvage  gas  tanks;  Stilwell;  V-mail. 

Universal  News,  No.  370:  MacArthur;  Burma  rail- 
road bridge;  icy  Hudson;  V-mail;  Millrose  games. 

• 

Movietone  News,  No.  47:  Vandenburg's  plan  for 
peace;  western  front;  fight  for  bridge;  Nazi  atrocity; 
liberation;  Badgett  quads;  country  fair  down  under; 
naval  tribute  to  "Fighting  Lady." 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  245:  Western  front;  Vanden- 
burg  urges  action;  DeGaulle  sees  French  forces  off 
to  front;  American  fashion  parade;  U.S.  calls  The 
Voice. 

Paramount  News,  No.  48:  N.  Y.  harbor  disaster; 
home  front;  new  China;  Vandenburg  spurs  senate; 
fashion  front;  climax  in  Europe. 

Pathe  News,  No.  50:  Western  front.  ~ 

Universal  News,  No.  371:  Road  to  Manderley; 
four  becomes  six;  bonnets  for  spring;  war  on  western 
front. 

• 

All  American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  121:  Beau  Jack,  ex- 
lightweight champ,  graduates  at  Ft.  Benning,  Ga.; 
crowds  make  merry  at  birthday  ball  in  Washington; 
personalities  in  the  news — A.  E.  Meyzeek,  Fletcher 
Martin,  Prof.  C.  A.  Liggin;  Harlem  ration  board  has 
tough  job;  heroes  of  92nd  division  given  decorations. 
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AND  PICTURE  GUIDE  INDEX 


An  interpretative  analysis  of  opinions  deduced  from  the  language  of  lay  and  trade  press  reviews.  The  plus 
and  minus  signs  indicate  the  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review. 
This  department  serves  also  as  an  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  to  feature  releases.  Numeral  preceding  title 
is  Picture  Guide  Review  page  number.  In  parenthesis  after  title  is  running  time.  Date  following  distributor  is 
BOXOFFICE  review  date.  Listings  cover  current  reviews.  It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  regularly.  The 
meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  their  combinations  is  as  follows: 

ft  Very  Good;  + Good;  ± Fair;  — Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 

In  the  summary  f(-  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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549  Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (80)  UA. . 7-22-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

4 

+ 

4 

74 

1— 

509  Action  in  Arabia  (75)  RKO 2-19-44 

F 

2*r 

+ 

+ 

4- 

2*2 

2*2 

74 

4— 

526  Address  Unknown  (72)  Col 4-22-44 

+ 

=t 

+ 

F 

4 

64 

3- 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  (63)  Mono 

-4- 

± 

2*2 

2*2 

54 

5— 

530  Adventures  of  Mark  Twain  (130)  WB  5-  6-44 

4+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

134 

573  Alaska  (76)  Mono 10-14-44 

-4- 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

64 

4- 

529  Allergic  to  Love  (65)  Univ 5-  6-44 

F 

2+ 

±2 

4- 

+ 

2±2 

6+ 

4— 

545  Amazing  Mr.  Forrest  (71)  PRC....  7-  1-44 

2+ 

2*r 

F 

+ 

F1 

54 

4— 

546  American  Romance,  An  (122)  MGM.  7-  1-44 

2*2 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

4 

94 

1— 

575  And  Now  Tomorrow  (85)  Para 10-21-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

44 

4 

84 

527  And  tbe  Angels  Sing  (96)  Para 4-29-44 

+ 

4- 

2*2 

+ 

4 

2*2 

4 

74 

2- 

521  Andy  Hardy’s  Blonde  Trouble  (107) 

MGM  4-  8-44 

+ 

F 

2±2 

2*2 

4 

44 

2*2 

84 

4- 

544  Are  These  Our  Parents?  (73)  Mono  6-24-44 

F 

F 

F 

44 

4- 

4 

74 

4— 

524  Arizona  Whirlwind  (59)  Mono 4-15-44 

+ 

2*2 

— 

± 

44 

3— 

589  Army  Wives  (68)  Mono 12-16-44 

-4- 

■±2 

F 

F 

— 

^F 

2*2 

64 

7— 

562  Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (118)  WB. — 8-  2-44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4 

104 

555  Atlantic  City  (85)  Rep 8-12-44 

+ 

4- 

2*2 

+ 

4- 

2*2 

64 

2— 

542  Attack  (80)  RKO 6-17-44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

• 

44 

94 
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572  Babes  on  Swing  Street  (70)  Univ.  . 9-30-44 

± 

2*2 

2*2 

2* 

+ 

± 

74 

6- 

553  Barbary  Coast  Gent  (87)  MGM 8-  5-44 

2+2 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

4 

■±2 

4 

74 

4— 

528  Bathing  Beauty  (101)  MGM 6-3-44 

4+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

4 

n+ 

586  Belle  of  the  Yukon  (84)  RKO 12-  2-44 

4- 

± 

+ 

2*2 

44 

2*2 

74 

3— 

540  Beneath  Western  Skies  (56)  Rep..  6-10-44 

— 

+ 

2* 

±2 

54 

5- 

527  Bermuda  Mystery  (65)  20-Fox 4-29-44 

— 

■+2 

2*2 

— 

4 

■±_ 

54 

6 — 

596  Between  Two  Women  (83)  MGM....  1-13-45 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

4- 

+ 

2*2 

64 

3- 

531  Between  Two  Worlds  (112)  WB  . . 5-13-44 

44 

2*2 

44 

4- 

44 

4 

94 

1- 

596  Big  Bonanza,  The  (60)  Rep 1-13-45 

2*2 

-+- 

2*2 

2* 

F1 

54 

5- 

568  Big  Noise,  The  (74)  20-Fox 9-23-44 

+ 

F 

— 

2+2 

4 

4 

2*2 

64 

4— 

597  Big  Show-Off,  The  (69)  Rep 1-20-45 

+ 

2*2 

34 

2- 

565  Black  Magic  (64)  Mono 9-  9-44 

±2 

F 

2*2 

2*2 

54 

5- 

Black  Parachute,  The  (65)  Col 

F 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

F1 

64 

6— 

523  Blazing  Frontier  (59)  PRC 4-15-44 

+ 

2*2 

2+ 

34 

2- 

557  Block  Busters  (60)  Mono 8-19-44 

F 

2*2 

— 

F 

2*2 

2*2 

— 

54 

7— 

586  Blonde  Fever  (69)  MGM 12-  2-44 

± 

F 

F 

+ 

— 

2*2 

54 

4- 

578  Bluebeard  (73)  PRC  10-28-44 

+ 

+ 

4- 

4 

64 

2- 

Bordertown  Trail  (56)  Rep 

2*2 

14 

1- 

569  Boss  of  Rawhide  (59)  PRC 9-23-44 

— 

F 

F 

rp 

34 

4— 

Bowery  Champs  (62)  Mono 

F 

2*2 

54 

5— 

578  Bowery  to  Broadway  (94)  Univ. ..  .10-28-44 

2*2 

■± 

2*2 

-4 

4 

4 

4 

74 

3— 

Brand  of  the  Devil  (61)  PRC 

F 

14 

1- 

577  Brazil  (91)  Rep 10-28-44 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

4 

44 

4 

94 

Brewster’s  Millions  (..)  UA 

4 

14 

552  Bride  by  Mistake  (81)  RKO 7-29-44 

+ 

2*2 

4 

44 

44 

4 

94 

2— 

507  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey  (107)  UA..  2-12-44 

4- 

2*2 

44 

4 

+ 

2*2 

4 

84 

2- 

Bring  On  the  Girls  (..)  Para 

4 

14 

515  Buffalo  Bill  (90  ) 20-Fox 3-18-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

4 

94 

c 

518  California  Joe  (55)  Rep 3-25-44 

F 

2*2 

2± 

4 

4 

+ 

64 

4— 

564  Call  of  the  Jungle  (60)  Mono 9-  2-44 

= 

F 

— 

— 

± 

— 

— 

24 

8- 

Call  of  the  Rockies  (56)  Rep 

4 

24 

1— 

Call  of  the  South  Seas  (59)  Rep 

F 

F 

+ 

— 

44 

5— 

538  Candlelight  in  Algeria  (85)  20-Fox.  6-  3-44 

2+ 

±2 

± 

4 

4 

54 

3- 

589  Can’t  Help  Singing  (89)  Univ 12-16-44 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

4 

4 

44 

104 

538  Canterville  Ghost,  The  (95)  MGM..  6-  3-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4 

4 

44 

4 

8+ 

571  Carolina  Blues  (81)  Col 9-30-44 

2*2 

± 

2*2 

+ 

4- 

2*2 

2t 

74 

5- 

554  Casanova  Brown  (92)  RKO 8-  5-44 

44 

-4 

44 

44 

44 

4 

44 
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Castle  of  Crimes  (60)  PRC 

14 

1- 

523  Charlie  Chan  and  the  Chinese 

Cat  (64'/2)  Mono 4-15-44 

4- 

±2 

4 

2*2 

F^ 

64 

4— 

Cheyenne  Wildcat  (56)  Rep 

F 

±2 

24 

2- 

Chicago  Kid  (..)  Rep 

14 

1- 

510  Chip  Off  the  Old  Block  (79)  Univ.  2-19-44 
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F 

4- 

4- 

4 
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44 

84 

542  Christmas  Holiday  (93)  Univ 6-17-44 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

4 

84 

1— 

571  Climax,  The  (86)  Univ 9-30-44 

+ 

±1 

4- 

4 

4 

2±2 

2*2 

74 

3- 

527  Coastal  Command  (60)  RKO 4-29-44 

±2 

-+2 

44 

+ 

44 

74 

2- 

530  Cobra  Woman  (70)  Univ 5-  6-44 

— 

4- 

4 

4 

F1 

T- 

64 

4- 

Code  of  the  Prairie  (50)  Rep 

4- 

2*2 

24 

1- 

Colonel  Blimp  (..)  UA 

44 

24 

574  Conspirators,  The  (101)  WB 10-14-44 

F 

2±2 

2*2 

+ 

— 

4 

± 

64 

5- 

531  Contender,  The  (66)  PRC 5-13-44 

2+ 

2+ 

F 

— 

2£ 

F^ 

64 

7- 

514  Cover  Girl  (107)  Col 3-11-44 

44 

4 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

134 

522  Cowboy  and  tbe  Senorita  (78)  Rep.  4-  8-44 

4- 

2*2 

4 

4 

F^ 

64 

3- 

Cowboy  From  Lonesome  River  (55)  Col 

2*2 

14 

1- 

506  Cowboy  in  the  Clouds  (55)  Col... 

2-  5-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2+ 

54- 

5- 

Crazy  Knights  (63)  Mono 

-+- 

F1 

24- 

2- 

553  Crime  by  Night  (72)  WB 

8-  5-44 

2*2 

±2 

F1 

2*2 

2+ 

2+ 

64- 

6 — 

602  Crime  Doctor’s  Courage,  The 

(70)  Col 

2-10-45 

+ 

14- 

601  Crime,  Inc.  UV/2)  PRC 

2-10-45 

+ 

2*2 

24- 

i— 

560  Cry  of  the  Werewolf  (63)  Col 

8-26-44 

2*2 

F1 

±2 

2+2 

F1 

F1 

74- 

7- 

510  Curse  of  the  Cat  People  (70)  RKO 

2-19-44 

+ 

F: 

— 

F^ 

44 

44 

2± 

84- 

4— 

583  Cyclone  Prairie  Rangers  (56)  Col.. 

11-18-44 

2*2 

2*2 

24- 

3- 

D 

594  Dancing  in  Manhattan  (60)  Col 

12-30-44 

2*2 

F1 

F1 

2± 

2+ 

2*2 

F1 

74- 

7- 

557  Dangerous  Journey  (73)  20-Fox.... 

8-19-44 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

4- 

74- 

3- 

591  Dangerous  Passage  (62)  Para 

12-23-44 

2*2 

±2 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

64- 

6 — 

566  Dark  Mountain  (56)  Para 

9-  9-44 

± 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

74- 

4— 

583  Dark  Waters  (89)  UA 

11-18-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

4- 

44 

8-f 

1- 

526  Days  of  Glory  (86)  RKO 

4-22-44 

2*2 

2*2 

F^ 

2*2 

2*2 

4- 

2+ 

74- 

6- 

569  Dead  Man’s  Eyes  (64)  Univ 

9-23-44 

2*2 

2*2 

— 

+ 

+ 

F1 

2+ 

64- 

5- 

505  Death  Valley  Rangers  (59)  Mono. . 

2-  5-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

5+ 

5- 

Delightfully  Dangerous  (..)  UA... 

■±2 

14- 

1— 

547  Delinquent  Daughters  (72)  PRC.... 

7-15-44 

+ 

-h 

F1 

+ 

2+2 

— 

54- 

3- 

587  Destiny  (65)  Univ 

12-  9-44 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

2t 

+ 

4- 

F1 

74- 

4— 

520  Detective  Kitty  O'Day  (61)  Mono.  . 

4-  1-44 

F1 

± 

2+2 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

74- 

6- 

507  Devil  Riders  (58)  PRC 

2-12-44 

F1 

2*2 

34- 

3- 

548  Dixie  Jamboree  (72)  PRC 

, 7-15-44 

F^ 

+ 

F1 

2*2 

2*2 

— 

54- 

5- 

592  Double  Exposure  (64)  Para 

.12-23-44 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

5-f 

2- 

528  Double  Indemnity  (106)  Para.... 

4-29-44 

+f 

■H 

44 

44 

44 

44 

124- 

561  Doughgirls,  The  (102)  WB 

. 9-  2-44 

++ 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

2± 

2*2 

104- 

2- 

550  Dragon  Seed  (145)  MGM 

7-22-44 

+ 

++ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

124- 

540  Drifter,  The  (60)  PRC 

6-10-44 

2*2 

F1 

F 

44- 

4- 

E 

602  Eadie  Was  a Lady  (67)  Col 

. 2-10-45 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

F 

44- 

3— 

End  of  the  Road  (51)  Rep 

± 

2+ 

2+2 

— 

2*2 

d: 

54- 

6- 

561  Enemy  of  Women  (86)  Mono 

. 9-  2-44 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2+ 

2*2 

64- 

5- 

585  Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (72)  Univ. . . . 

12-  2-44 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

74- 

3- 

506  Escape  to  Danger  (84)  RKO 

2-  5-44 

2*2 

+ 

F1 

2+2 

4- 

64- 

4- 

534  Eve  of  St.  Mark,  The  (96)  20-Fox 

: 5-20-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

74- 

567  Ever  Since  Venus  (74)  Col 

. 9-23-44 

2*2 

±2 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

— 

64- 

6- 

587  Experiment  Perilous  (91)  RKO.  ... 

.12-  9-44 

-H- 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

44 

9-f 

1— 

F 

578  Faces  in  the  Fog  (71)  Rep 

10-28-44 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

2+2 

Hr 

4- 

F 

7+ 

5- 

588  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (67)  RKO... 

.12-  9-44 

+ 

2*2 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

F 

74- 

4- 

554  Falcon  in  Mexico  (70)  RKO 

8-  5-44 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

4- 

74- 

2- 

514  Falcon  Out  West,  The  (64)  RKO. 

. 3-11-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2+ 

2*2 

F 

74- 

6- 

595  Fighting  Lady,  The  (61)  20-Fox... 

1-13-45 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

9+ 

Firebrands  of  Arizona  (55)  Rep.... 

F1 

14- 

1- 

520  Follow  the  Boys  (109)  Univ 

4-  1-44 

++ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

H4- 

544  Follow  the  Leader  (65)  Mono 

6-24-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

F^ 

2+ 

2*2 

64- 

6 — 

549  Forty  Thieves  (60)  UA 

7-22-44 

2*2 

±. 

2*2 

34- 

3- 

516  Four  Jills  in  a Jeep  (89)  20-Fox. . 

3-18-44 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

74- 

1- 

568  Frenchman's  Creek  (113)  Para. . . 

9-23-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

2*2 

94- 

1- 

564  Frontier  Outlaws  (58)  PRC 

9-  2-44 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

-4 

F 

54- 

3- 

Fuzzy  Settles  Down  (60)  PRC.... 

2*2 

F1 

24- 

2- 

O 

528  Gambler’s  Choice  (66)  Para 

4-29-44 

2*2 

2+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

2*2 

74- 

5- 

570  Gangsters  of  the  Frontier  (56)  PRC. 

9-23-44 

— 

F1 

~ 

14- 

3- 

532  Gaslight  (114)  MGM  

5-13-44 

+ 

4+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

114- 

591  Gentle  Annie  (80)  MGM 

.12-23-44 

2*2 

F1 

2*2 

F1 

2*2 

+ 

64- 

5- 

540  Ghost  Catchers  (68)  Univ 

6-10-44 

2±2 

2*2 

+ 

— 

44 

2*2 

64- 

4— 

Ghost  Guns  (60)  Mono 

+ 

14- 

544  Gildersleeve  Sees  Ghost  (63)  RKO.. 

6-22-44 

±2 

2*2 

T- 

2*2 

+ 

F^ 

F 

74- 

6 — 

Girl  in  the  Case,  The  (64)  Cot. . . . 

F^ 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

54- 

4- 

Girl  Who  Dared.  The  (56)  Rep.  . 

F1 

FP 

2*2 

F1 

44- 

4— 

577  Girl  Rush  (65)  RKO 

.10-28-44 

+ 

F1 

+ 

F1 

+ 

2*2 

F 

74- 

4— 

511  Going  My  Way  (125)  Para 

3-  4-44 

** 

+4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

144- 

571  Goin’  to  Town  (69)  RKO 

, 9-30-44 

2*2 

F1 

F1 

2*2 

F1 

F1 

64- 

6- 

539  Goodnight,  Sweetheart  (67)  Rep... 

6-10-44 

— 

2*2 

F1 

2*2 

— 

2*2 

2*2 

54- 

7- 

536  Goyescas  (110)  RKO 

, 5-27-44 

T- 

2*2 

2+2 

34- 

3- 

Great  Flamarion,  The  (..)  Rep 

2*2 

2*2 

F1 

— 

2*2 

44- 

5— 

566  Great  Mike,  The  (73)  PRC 

9-  9-44 

+ 

+ 

2t 

+ 

+ 

4- 

F 

74- 

2- 

541  Great  Moment,  The  (S3)  Para 

6-17-44 

2±_ 

** 

44 

+ 

+ 

4- 

44 

104- 

1- 

555  Greenwich  Village  (82)  20-Fox 

8-12-44 

+ 

2*2 

Hh 

+ 

44 

4- 

4- 

84- 

2- 
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44  Very  Good;  + Good;  ± Fair;  FF  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 


In  the  summary  ++  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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597  Grissly’s  Millions  (71)  Rep 1-20-45 

5S9  Guest  in  the  House  (120)  UA 12-16-44 

Gun  Smoke  (..)  Mono 

547  Gunsmoke  Mesa  (59)  PRC 7-15-44 

601  Guy,  a Gal  and  a Pal,  A (Col) 2-10-45 

556  Gypsy  Wildcat  (S6)  Uni* S-12-44 

H 

541  Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (101) 

Para  6-17-44 

533  Hairy  Ape,  The  (91)  UA 5-20-44 

59S  Hangover  Square  (77)  20-Fox 1-20-45 

513  Hat  Check  Honey  (68)  Umv 3-11-44 

Having  a Wonderful  Crime  (-.)  RKO 

551  Heavenly  Days  (72)  RK0 7-29-44 

527  Henry  Aldrich  Plays  Cupid  (65)  Para  4-29-44 

542  Henry  Aldrich’s  Little  Secret 

(74)  Para  6-17-44 

601  Her  Lucky  Night  (63)  Univ 2-10-45 

521  Her  Primitive  Man  (79)  Univ 4-  8-44 

600  Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (88)  Univ...  2-  3-45 
591  Here  Come  the  WAVES  (99)  Para.  .12-23-44 

594  Hi  Beautiful  (64)  Univ 12-30-44 

516  Hi  Good- Lookin’  (62)  Univ 3-18-44 

525  Hitler  Gang,  The  (100)  Para 4-22-44 

588  Hollywood  Canteen  (124)  WB 12-  9-44 

536  Home  In  Indiana  (103)  20-Fox 5-27-44 

513  Hot  Rhythm  (79)  Mono 3-11-44 

511  Hour  Before  the  Dawn  (75)  Para..  3-  4-44 
593  House  of  Frankenstein  (71)  Univ. . .12-30-44 

I 


577  1 Accuse  My  Parents  (68)  PRC 10-28-44 

601  I Love  a Mystery  (69)  Col 2-10-45 

539  I Love  a Soldier  (104)  Para 6-10-44 

592  I’ll  Be  Seeing  You  (86)  UA 12-23-44 

579  I’m  From  Arkansas  (70)  PRC 10-28-44 

559  Impatient  Years,  The  (91)  Col 8-26-44 

508  Impostor,  The  (94)  Univ 2-12-44 

558  In  Society  (74)  Univ 8-19-44 

567  In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (72)  20-Fox  9-23-44 
573  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (90)  20-Fox  10-14-44 
537  Invisible  Man's  Revenge,  The 

(78)  Univ  6-  3-44 

518  It  Happened  Tomorrow  (85)  UA...  3-25-44 
It’s  in  the  Bag  ( . . ) UA 


I 

Jade  Mask,  The  (66)  Mono 

550  Jam  Session  (77)  Col 7-22-44 

522  Jamboree  (71)  Rep  4-  8-44 

551  Janie  (102)  WB 7-29-44 

533  Johnny  Doesn’t  Live  Here 

Any  More  (79)  Mono 5-20-44 

535  Jungle  Woman  (67)  Univ 5-27-44 


K 

Kansas  City  Kitty  (72)  Col 

592  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (137)  20-Fox.  12-30-44 
Kid  Sister,  The  (. .)  PRC 


560  Kismet  (100)  MGM 8-26-44 

511  Knickerbocker  Holiday  (86)  UA 3-  4-44 

L 

517  Ladies  Courageous  (88)  Univ 3-25-44 

533  Ladies  of  Washington  (61)  20-Fox..  5-20-44 

519  Lady  and  the  Monster  (86)  Rep. ...  4-  1-44 

520  Lady  in  Death  House  (58)  PRC....  4-  1-44 

507  Lady  in  the  Dark  (100)  Para 2-12-44 

593  Lake  Placid  Serenade  (85)  Rep. . .12-30-44 

Land  of  the  Outlaws  (56)  Mono 

Last  Horseman,  The  (54)  Col 

567  Last  Ride,  The  (56)  WB 9-23-44 

576  Laura  (88)  20-Fox  10-21-44 

546  Law  Men  (55)  Mono 7-  1-44 

548  Law  of  the  Saddle  (59)  PRC 7-15-44 

Law  of  the  Valley  (59)  Mono 

Leave  It  to  Blondie  (..)  Col 

569  Leave  It  to  the  Irish  (61)  Mono.  . . 9-23-44 

598  Let’s  Go  Steady  (60)  Col 1-20-45 

581  Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (78)  Rep.  .11-11-44 

561  Lost  in  a Harem  (89)  MGM 9-  2-44 

549  Louisiana  Hayride  (67)  Col 7-22-44 

521  Lumber  jack  (64)  UA 4-  8-44 
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558  Machine  Gun  Mama  (67)  PRC 8-19-44 

551  Mademoiselle  Fifi  (69)  RKO 7-29-44 

585  Main  Street  After  Dark  (56)  MGM. 12-  2-44 

555  Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (90)  MGM 8-12-44 

534  Make  Your  Own  Bed  (82)  WB 5-20-44 

532  Man  From  Frisco  (91)  Rep 5-13-44 

578  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street,  The 

(92)  Para  10-28-44 

599  Man  Who  Walked  Alone,  The 

(60)  PRC  2-  3-45 

543  Marine  Raiders  (91)  RKO 6-24-44 

574  Mark  of  the  Whistler,  The 

(61)  Col  10-14-44 

580  Marked  Trails  (59)  Mono 10-28-44 

556  Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (117) 

MGM  8-12-44 

Marshal  of  Reno  (56)  Rep 

540  Mask  of  Dimitrios,  The  (95)  WB..  6-10-44 

567  Master  Race.  The  (96)  RKO 9-23-44 

582  Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (113)  MGM . .11-11-44 

575  Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (68)  Col..  .10-21-44 

522  Meet  the  People  (100)  MGM 4-  8-44 

Men  of  the  Sea  (50)  PRC 

506  Men  on  Her  Mind  (70)  PRC 2-  5-44 

559  Merry  Monahans,  The  (90)  Univ...  8-26-44 

511  Million  Dollar  Kid  (65)  Mono....  3-4-44 

543  Minstrel  Man  (69)  PRC 6-24-44 

576  Ministry  of  Fear  (84)  Para 10-21-44 

584  Missing  Juror,  The  (66)  Col 11-18-44 

519  Monster  Maker,  The  (65)  PRC 4-  1-44 

524  Moon  Over  Las  Vegas  (69)  Univ...  4-15-44 

559  Moonlight  and  Cactus  (60)  Univ....  8-26-44 
596  Mr.  Emmanuel  (92)  UA 1-13-45 

536  Mr.  Skeffington  (127)  WB 5-27-44 

547  Mr.  Winkle  Goes  to  War  (80)  Col.  7-15-44 

568  Mrs.  Parkington  (124)  MGM  ....  9-23-44 
598  Mummy’s  Curse,  The  (60)  Univ.....  1-20-45 
531  Mummy's  Ghost,  The  (65)  Univ....  5-13-44 

583  Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (61)  Univ.  11-18-44 

588  Murder,  My  Sweet  (95)  RKO 12-  9-44 

590  Music  for  Millions  (117)  MGM 12-16-44 

552  Music  in  Manhattan  (81)  RKO 7-29-44 

515  My  Best  Gal  (67)  Rep 3-18-44 

576  My  Buddy  (69)  Rep 10-21-44 

586  My  Gal  Loves  Music  (63)  Univ 12-  2-44 

568  My  Pal  Wolf  (75)  RKO 9-23-44 

543  Mystery  Man  (58)  UA 6-24-44 

N 

514  Nabonga  (75)  PRC 3-11-44 

565  National  Barn  Dance  (76)  Para....  9-  9-44 
590  National  Velvet  (124)  MGM 12-16-44 

512  Navy  Way,  The  (75)  Para 3-  4-44 

590  Nevada  (62)  RKO 12-16-44 

594  Night  Club  Girl  (60)  Univ 12-30-44 

538  Night  of  Adventure,  A (65)  RKO..  6-  3-44 
572  Nona  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (113)  RKO  9-30-44 

585  Nothing  But  Trouble  (69)  MGM 12-  2-44 

o 

600  Objective,  Burma!  (142)  WB 2-3-45 

558  OH,  What  a Night  (71)  Mono 8-19-44 

Old  Chisholm  Trail  (60)  Univ 

525  Once  Upon  a Time  (89)  Col 4-22-44 

577  One  Body  Too  Many  (76)  Para 10-28-44 

One  Mysterious  Night  (61)  Col 

562  Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(81)  Para  9-  2-44 

537  Outlaw  Trail  (53)  Mono 6-  3-44 

555  Outlaws  of  Santa  Fe  (56)  Rep....  8-12-44 

P 

Pan  Americana  (•  •)  RKO 

530  Pardon  My  Rhythm  (62)  Univ....  5-  6-44 

531  Partners  of  the  Trail  (55)  Mono 5-13-44 

509  Passage  to  Marseille  (109)  WB....  2-19-44 
505  Passport  to  Destiny  (64)  RKO....  2-  5-44 

561  Pearl  of  Death,  The  (69)  Univ 9-  2-44 

525  Pin-Up  Girl  (83)  20-Fox 4-22-44 

Pinto  Bandit,  The  (56)  PRC 

545  Port  of  Forty  Thieves  (58)  Rep....  7-  1-44 
592  Practically  Yours  (90)  Para 12-23-44 
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44  Very  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  + Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor.  In  the  summary  44  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


512  Pride  of  the  Plains  (56)  Rep 3-  4-44 

576  Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The 

(94)  RKO  10-21-44 

512  Purple  Heart.  The  (99)  20-Fox..  3-4-44 


± ± ±±±5+5- 

44  + 44  + 44  44  10+ 

+ 44444441-444413+ 


B 


532  Raiders  of  Red  Gap  (59)  PRC 5-13-44 

510  Raiders  of  the  Border  (52)  Mono..  2-19-44 

565  Rainbow  Island  (97)  Para 9-  9-44 

563  Range  Law  (57)  Mono 9-  2-44 

566  Reckless  Age  (63)  Univ 9-  9-44 

543  Return  of  the  Ape  Man  (60)  Mono.  7-15-44 

Riders  of  Santa  Fe  (63)  Univ 

579  Riding  West  (58)  Col 10-28-44 

535  Roger  Touhy,  Gangster  (65)  20-Fox  5-27-44 

Rogues'  Gallery  (68)  PRC 

519  Rosie  the  Riveter  (75)  Rep. 4-  1-44 

600  Roughly  Speaking  (128)  WB 2-  3-45 

581  Rustler's  Hideout  (62)  PRC 11-11-44 
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593  Saddle  Leather  Law  (55)  Col 

12-30-44 

— 

1+  2- 

598  Sagebrush  Heroes  (54)  Col 

1-20-45 

2+2 

1+  1- 

San  Antonio  Kid,  The  (56)  Rep  ... 

±2 

± 

2+  2- 

566  San  Diego,  1 Love  You  (83)  Univ... 

9-  9-44 
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+ 

44 
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2+ 

8+  1- 

562  San  Fernando  Valley  (74)  Rep 

9-  2-44 
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+2 
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2+2 
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2*2 

6+  3- 

Saratoga  Trunk  (..)  WB 

44 

2+ 

529  Scarlet  Claw,  The  (74)  Univ 

5-  6-44 

2±2 
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537  Secret  Command  (82)  Col 

6-  3-44 
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543  Secrets  of  Scotland  Yard  (68)  Rep.. 

6-24-44 

2*z 
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6+  4 — 

510  See  Here,  Pvt.  Hargrove  (100)  MGM 

2-19-44 

+ 

44 
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44 

44 

10+  1- 

602  See  My  Lawyer  (69)  Univ 

2-10-45 
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H1 

2+  2- 

544  Sensations  of  1945  (86)  UA 

6-24-44 
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44 
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84  1- 

584  Sergeant  Mike  (60)  Col 

11-18-44 

±2 
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5+  4 — 

525  Seven  Days  Ashore  (74)  RKO 

4-22-44 
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3F 

"h 
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H~ 

6+  3-- 

557  Seven  Doors  to  Death  (62)  PRC... 

8-19-44 

2*2 
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2+ 
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6+  7- 

552  Seventh  Cross,  The  (112)  MGM... 

7-29-44 
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+ 

44 
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44 

8+  2- 

575  Shadow  of  Suspicion  (68)  Mono... 

10-21-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

2+ 

7+  6- 

575  Shadows  in  the  Night  (67)  Col... 

10-21-44 

-+■ 
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2*2 

2*2 
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6+  6- 

545  Shake  Hands  With  Murder 

(63)  PRC  

7-  1-44 
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2*2 

2+ 
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6-f-  6 — 

596  She  Gets  Her  Man  (74)  Univ 

1-13-45 

2*2 

2*2 
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6+  3- 

551  She’s  a Soldier  Too  (67)  Col 

7-29-44 
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+1 
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587  She’s  a Sweetheart  (69)  Col 

.12-  9-44 

2*2 

2*2 

H1 

3+  3— 

Sheriff  of  Cimarron  (..)  Rep 

+ 

1+ 

Sheriff  of  Las  Vegas  (55)  Rep.... 

+ 

1+ 

Sheriff  of  Sundown  (56)  Rep 

+ 

2+2 

2+  1- 

515  Shine  On  Harvest  Moon  (112)  WB. 

3-18-44 
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2+ 

+ 

7+  2- 

526  Show  Business  (92)  RKO 

4-22-44 
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44 

44 

44 
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10+ 

560  Sign  of  the  Cross  (118)  Para.... 

. 8-26-44 

+ 

44 

2+ 

4+  1- 

Silent  Partner  (55)  Rep 
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±2 
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2+ 

6+  4- 

Silver  City  Kid  (55)  Rep 

H^ 

+1 

2+  2- 

552  Since  You  Went  Away  (174)  UA. 

. 7-29-44 

4+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

595  Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas  (66)  Col. 

. 1-13-45 

+ 

1+ 

558  Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (70)  Rep... 

. 8-19-44 

2*2 

2*2 
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+1 
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-+ 

7+  7- 

570  Singing  Sheriff,  The  (63)  Univ 

. 9-23-44 
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+1 

H; 
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5+  6- 

528  Slightly  Terrific  (58)  Univ 

4-29-44 

H1 

H1 

H- 

6+  6- 

516  Snow  White  and  the  Seven 

Dwarfs  (S3)  RKO 

. 3-18-44 

+ 

1+ 

582  Something  for  the  Boys  (87)  20-Fox  11-11-44 

H1 
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44 
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8+  4- 

542  Song  of  Nevada  (75)  Rep 

. 6-17-44 
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+ 

5+ 

529  Song  of  the  Open  Road  (93)  UA. 

. 5-  6-44 
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2+ 

7+  1- 

599  Song  to  Remember,  A (112)  Col.. 

. 2-  3-45 

44 
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44 
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44 

44 

44 
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564  Sonora  Stagecoach  (51)  Mono 

. 9-  2-44 
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+ 
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2*2 

-+ 

5+  4— 

559  Soul  of  a Monster,  The  (61)  Col... 

. 8-26-44 

H1 
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536  South  of  Dixie  (61)  Univ 

. 5-27-44 

2*2 
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2+ 
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2+ 



6+  7- 

Stagecoach  to  Monterey  (55)  Rep. 
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2+ 

2+  1- 

Stars  on  Parade  (63)  Col 

-*- 
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2+2 

2+ 



4+  5- 

545  Step  Lively  (88)  RKO .. .. 

. 7-  1-44 
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2+ 

2+2 
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44 

+ 

7+  2- 

562  Storm  Over  Lisbon  (86)  Rep 

. 9-  2-44 

H^ 

2+2 

+1 

+- 

+ 

2+ 

6+  5- 

526  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell  (136)  Para. 

. 4-22-44 
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44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

12+  1- 

573  Strange  Affair  (78)  Col 

.10-14-44 
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2+2 
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~+- 

7+  5- 

Strangers  in  the  Night  (56)  Rep. 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

3+  1- 

508  Sullivans,  The  (111)  20-Fox 

. 2-12-44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+4 

44 

+ 

13+ 

535  Summer  Storm  (106)  UA 

. 5-27-44 

+ 
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2+ 
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44 

8+  1- 

588  Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier 

(86)  20- Fox  

.12-  9-44 
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44 

44 
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553  Sundown  Valley  (55)  Col 

. 8-  5-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+ 

2*2 

2+ 

5+  5- 

594  Suspect,  The  (85)  Univ 

•12-30-44 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

44 
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10+ 

554  Sweet  and  Lowdown  (75)  20-Fox.. 

. 8-  5-44 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  2- 

514  Sweethearts  of  U.S.A.  (59)  Mono. 

. 3-11-44 

+ 

— 

4+  8— 

582  Swing  Hostess  (76)  PRC 

2+2 

2*2 

2+2 

2+ 

4+  4— 

T 

593  Tahiti  Nights  (63)  Col 12-30-44 

539  Take  It  Big  (76)  Para 6-10-44 

548  Take  It  or  Leave  It  (70)  20-Fox..  7-15-44 

572  Tall  in  the  Saddle  (87)  RKO 9-30-44 

519  Tampico  (75)  20-Fox 4-  1-44 

569  That’s  My  Baby  (68)  Rep 9-23-44 

They  Live  in  Fear  (65)  Col 


589  They  Shall  Have  Faith  (S3)  Mono.  .12-16-44 
587  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (101)  MGM.12-  9-44 

584  Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(138)  MGM  11-18-44 

530  This  Is  the  Life  (87)  Univ 5-  6-44 

595  This  Man’s  Navy  (100)  MGM 1-13-45 

Thoroughbreds  (55)  Rep 

590  Three  Caballeros,  The  (71)  RKO ..  .12-16-44 

585  Three  Is  a Family  (81)  UA 12-  2-44 

554  Three  Little  Sisters  (69)  Rep 8-  5-44 

529  Three  Men  in  White  (85)  MGM 5-  6-44 

563  Three  of  a Kind  (67)  Mono 9-  2-44 

599  Thunderhead — Son  of  Flicka 

(78)  20-Fox  2-  3-45 

572  Thundering  Gun  Slingers  (60)  PRC.  9-30-44 

565  Till  We  Meet  Again  (88)  Para 9-  9-44 

581  Together  Again  (100)  Col 11-11-44 

574  To  Have  and  Have  Not  (100)  WB.. 10-14-44 

591  Tomorrow  the  World  (87)  UA 12-30-44 

600  Tonight  and  Every  Night  (92)  Col..  2-  3-45 

Topeka  Terror,  The  (55)  Rep 

581  Town  Went  Wild,  The  (79)  PRC.  . .11-11-44 

520  Trail  of  Terror  (63)  PRC 4-  1-44 

599  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,  A (128) 

20-Fox  2-  3-45 

Trigger  Law  (54)  Mono 

522  Trocadero  (74)  Rep 4-  8-44 

538  Tucson  Raiders  (55)  Rep 6-  3-44 

515  Tunisian  Victory  (76)  MGM 3-18-44 

539  Twilight  on  the  Prairie  (62)  Univ..  6-10-44 
528  Two  Girls  and  a Sailor 

(124)  MGM  4-29-44 

u 

549  U-Boat  Prisoner  (65)  Col 7-22-44 

503  Uncensored  (S3)  20-Fox  2-  5-44 

523  Uncertain  Glory  (102)  WB 4-15-44 

597  Under  Western  Skies  (57)  Univ 1-20-45 

556  Underground  Guerrillas  (82)  Col....  8-12-44 

582  Unwritten  Code,  The  (61)  Col 11-11-44 

508  Up  in  Arms  (106)  RKO 2-12-44 

517  Up  in  Mabel's  Room  (76)  UA....  3-25-44 

Utah  Kid,  The  (57)  Mono 

V 

563  Valley  of  Vengeance  (56)  PRC 9-  2-44 

573  Very  Thought  of  You,  The 

(99)  WB  ; 10-14-44 

Vigilantes  of  Dodge  City  (55)  Rep 

513  Voice  in  the  Wind  (84)  UA 3-11-44 

509  Voodoo  Man  (62)  Mono 2-19-44 

W 

534  Waterfront  (66)  PRC 5-20-44 

553  WAVE,  a Wac,  a Marine,  A (70) 

Mono  8-  5-44 

521  Weird  Woman  (64)  Univ 4-  8-44 

580  West  of  Rio  Grande  (57)  Mono.  .10-28-44 

518  Westward  Bound  (54)  Mono 3-25-44 

557  When  Strangers  Marry  (67)  Mono...  8-19-44 
570  When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again 

(74)  PRC  9-23-44 

602  What  a Blonde  (71)  RKO 2-10-45 

550  Whistler,  The  (59)  Col 7-22-44 

516  White  Cliffs  of  Dover  (126)  MGM..  3-18-44 

556  Wilson  (158)  20-Fox 8-12-44 

550  Wing  and  a Prayer  (97)  20-Fox....  7-22-44 
586  Winged  Victory  (130)  20-Fox 12-  2-44 

574  Woman  in  the  Window,  The 

(99)  RKO  10-14-44 

Wyoming  Hurricane  (58)  Col 

Y 

524  Yellow  Canary  (83)  RKO 4-15-44 

534  Yellow  Rose  of  Texas  (69)  Rep....  5-20-44 
512  You  Can’t  Ration  Love  (79)  Para.  . 3-  4-44 

595  Youth  on  Trial  (59)  Col 1-13-45 

546  Youth  Runs  Wild  (67)  RKO 7-  1-44 
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BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser  : : Feb.  17,  1945 


Opinions  on  Current  Productions , and 
Exploitips  for  Selling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


The  Chicago  Kid 


F 


Drama 


Republic  ( ) 


68  Minutes 


Rel. 


The  theme  of  the  clean  living,  upstanding  young  man  who 
takes  the  wrong  road  and  comes  to  a tragic  end  driven  by 
a mistaken  desire  for  revenge  is  depicted  in  the  film  by  Don 
Barry.  A topical  twist  has  been  introduced  into  this  staple 
yarn  by  tailoring  the  "Kid's"  illegal  activities  to  fit  dealing 
in  frozen  commodities  stolen  from  government  warehouses. 
Picture  has  achieved  a good  dramatic  balance,  and  is  a 
natural  for  situations  where  patrons  prefer  their  entertain- 
ment with  a punch.  An  important  contributing  factor  is  the 
high  level  of  performance  by  the  entire  cast.  Barry  is  out- 
standing in  the  leading  role,  and  delivers  a high-voltage  job, 
reminiscent  of  James  Cagney  in  manner  and  projection  of 
personality.  He  is  a dynamic  figure  on  the  screen  at  all 
times,  and  should  become  a popular  favorite  with  the  public. 
Frank  McDonald  directed. 

Donald  Barry,  Otto  Kruger,  Tom  Powers,  Lynne  Roberts,  Henry 
Daniels,  Chick  Chandler,  Joseph  Crehan. 


Comedy 
Drama 

Rel.  Feb.  15,  '45 


Keep  Your  Powder  Dry  F 

M-G-M  (520)  93  Minutes 

Calculated  to  appeal  to  women  of  all  ages,  this  picture 
follows  the  tried  and  proven  Hollywood  formula  of  a per- 
sonal vendetta  between  two  girls  from  different  social  strata. 
Lana  Turner,  a wealthy  playgirl,  enlists  as  a Wac  to  get 
an  inheritance  coming  to  her  only  if  she  proves  herself 
worthy  of  it.  Laraine  Day,  a general's  daughter  raised  in 
army  posts,  joins  up  to  keep  unbroken  the  military  tradition 
of  her  family.  From  the  outset  the  girls'  temperaments  con- 
flict and,  during  weeks  of  basic  training,  mutual  dislike 
mounts.  Affairs  reach  a climax  when  Laraine,  temporarily 
in  command  of  their  platoon,  unmercifully  rides  Lana  who, 
goaded  beyond  endurance,  strikes  her  superior.  Called  be- 
fore a board,  both  girls  face  dismissal.  Lana  submits  her 
resignation;  plans  to  resume  her  civilian  wastrel's  life.  A 
third  Wac's  sacrifice  solves  everything.  Edward  Buzzell  di- 
rected. 

Lana  Turner,  Laraine  Day,  Susan  Peters,  Agnes  Moorehead, 
Bill  Johnson,  Natalie  Schafer,  Lee  Patrick. 


Circumstantial  Evidence  F 


Drama 


20th-Fox  (519) 


67  Minutes 


Rel.  March,  '45 


Here's  a picture  that  moves  quickly,  carries  a heart  punch 
and  never  lets  the  spectator's  interest  lag.  Director  John 
Larkin  has  tightened  up  a story  by  keeping  footage  to  a mini- 
mum. For  a man  whose  background  is  writing  rather  than 
photography,  Larkin  shows  an  excellent  grasp  of  camera 
movement  and  angles.  Harry  Jackson's  photography  is 
superb,  reflecting  each  of  the  picture's  many  and  sudden 
changes  in  mood.  Outstanding  and  sincere  performances  by 
Michael  O'Shea  and  Lloyd  Nolan  should  go  far  to  speed  these 
two  always-dependable  players  toward  deserved  stardom. 
Nat  Ferber  and  Sam  Duncan's  original,  adapted  by  Sam 
Ornitz,  furnishes  Robert  Metzler  a strong  foundation  for  the 
well-knit,  ably  dialoged  screenplay,  effectively  constructed 
with  frequent  change  of  pace,  plot  twists  and  powerful  situa- 
tions. One  minor  story  weakness  is  cleverly  glossed  over. 

Lloyd  Nolan,  Michael  O'Shea,  Trudy  Marshall,  Billy  Cum- 
mings, Ruth  Ford,  Reed  Hadley,  Roy  Roberts. 


Bring  On  the  Girls  F 

Paramount  ( ) 91  Minutes  Rel. 


Musical 


Also,  it  will  bring  on  the  boys  and  men  and  women.  They 
should  queue  up  in  front  of  the  ticker  window  with  shekels 
in  their  hands  and  in  sufficient  numbers  to  make  this  an 
unusually  happy  exhibition  venture  in  any  man's  theatre. 
Rightly  mounted,  filmed  in  flaming  Technicolor,  strongly  cast 
and  light  as  a zephyr  in  story,  situations  and  dialog,  the 
film  has  everything  an  audience  can  possibly  expect  from 
a high-priced  filmusical.  There  are  breath-taking  production 
numbers,  plenty  of  pulchritude,  catchy  tunes,  and  a nice 
sparkling  of  laughs,  the  best  of  which  is  won  by  the  Spike 
Jones  orchestra  in  a specialty  interlude.  It  is  a poor  little 
rich  boy  story.  He  joins  the  navy  to  get  away  from  fortune 
hunters  and  to  find  true  friendship  and  romance.  He  does, 
plus  plenty  of  trouble.  Sidney  Lanfield,  directed. 

Veronica  Lake,  Sonny  Tufts,  Eddie  Bracken,  Marjorie  Reyn- 
olds, Johnny  Coy,  Peter  Whitney,  Alan  Mowbray. 


Pan-Americana  F 

RKO  Radio  ( ) 84  Minutes  Rel. 


Comedy 
With  Music 


In  both  critical  acclaim  and  customer  enthusiasm,  this 
should  attract  much  more  attention  than  one  would  expect 
when  considering  its  comparatively-modest  budget  and  its 
cast.  By  the  same  token  it  is  richly  deserving  of  extra  at- 
tention from  the  showmen  who  book  it,  because,  given  the 
buildup  it  merits,  the  picture  is  a cinch  for  important  money. 
A breezy,  brightly-dialogued  romantic  comedy,  the  story  is 
liberally  garnished  with  a constant  parade  of  specialties, 
every  one  of  which  is  as  hot  as  a bottle  of  chili  peppers. 
John  Auer  produced  and  directed  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  squeezed  the  last  ounce  of  entertainment  from  every 
dollar  and  the  enthusiastic  actors  adds  materially  to  his 
growing  stature  as  one  of  the  industry's  more  dependable 
hit  makers.  In  short,  the  feature  assays  as  one  of  the  sea- 
son's most  pleasant  musicals. 

Philip  Terry,  Audrey  Long,  Robert  Benchley,  Eve  Arden. 

Ernest  Truex,  Marc  Cramer,  Isabelita. 


Having  Wonderful  Crime  F 


Comedy 

Mystery 


RKO  Radio  (514) 


70  Minutes 


Rel. 


That  time-honored  formula — a wise-cracking,  dame-dizzy 
amateur  detective  and  his  dumb  Girl  Friday — herein  is  em- 
ployed with  sufficient  zest  and  zaniness  to  make  it  a satis- 
factory entertainment  investment  for  average  audiences, - 
while  the  trio  of  potent  names  that  heads  the  cast  should 
be  sufficiently  magnetic  to  assure  profitable  patronage. 
The  screenplay  makes  a pass,  successfully  in  many  instances, 
at  various  brands  of  humor,  ranging  from  the  subtle  to  slap- 
stick, resulting  in  a sizable  crop  of  laughs.  Speedy  direction 
and  enthusiastic  performances  tend  to  minimize  that  part  of 
the  fun-making  which  embodies  the  cliches.  Because  of  a 
brush  with  the  police,  Pat  O'Brien,  the  neophyte  sleuth,  ac- 
companies George  Murphy  and  Carole  Landis  on  their  honey- 
moon. They  run  into  a murder  and  undertake  to  solve  it,  near- 
ly losing  their  lives  thereby.  Directed  by  Eddie  Sutherland. 

Pat  O'Brien,  George  Murphy,  Carole  Landis,  Lenore  Aubert, 
George  Zucco,  Anje  Berens,  Richard  Martin. 


Enchanted  Cottage , The  F 


Drama 


RKO  Radio  (515) 


92  Minutes 


Rel. 


To  those  in  whose  souls  romance  is  deeply  embedded 
and  to  that  segment  of  theatregoers  who  have  a true  ap- 
preciation of  screen  artistry,  this  will  be  as  enchanting 
as  its  title.  A modern  fairy  story,  the  screenplay  is,  in  some 
of  its  situations,  highly  imaginative  and  will  consequently 
tax  the  credibility  of  the  more  prosaic.  Nonetheless,  its 
fine-grained  performances  by  a carefully-selected  cast,  the 
obvious  values  of  production  accoutrements,  and  thoughtful 
direction  label  the  offering  as  one  of  the  month's  more  note- 
worthy screen  events  for  first  run  houses.  Probably  in  the 
subsequent  situations  the  picture  will  need  strong  support 
to  attract  rank  and  file  patronage.  The  story  is  the  idyll 
of  a handsome  pilot,  maimed  and  disfigured  in  combat,  who 
finds  love  and  happiness  with  a comparably  ugly  wife.  Di- 
rected by  John  Cromwell. 

Dorothy  McGuire,  Robert  Young,  Herbert  Marshall,  Mildred 
Natwick,  Spring  Byington,  Hillary  Brooke.  Richard  Gaines. 


Crime 

Drama 

Rel.  Mar.  31,  '45 


Strange  Illusion 

PRC  Pictures  (517)  87  Minutes 

Here  is  PRC's  outstanding  best  to  date,  a production  upon 
which  any  major  company  would  be  proud  to  put  its  trade- 
mark. That  it  will  earn  bookings  in  situations  where  the 
company's  product  heretofore  has  not  been  considered  seems 
inescapable;  and  that  it  will  engross  audiences  in  such 
bookings— whether  the  film  goes  top  or  bottom  of  the  bill — 
is  equally  certain.  Produced  by  Leon  Fromkess  in  excellent 
taste  and  with  impressive  mountings,  it  is  a crime  detec- 
tion yarn  in  the  modern  manner.  The  cast,  impressive  enough 
to  lend  magnetism  to  the  marquee,  performs  excellently 
under  the  sensitive  direction  of  Edgar  G.  Ulmer,  and  in  every 
other  detail  the  offering  is  definitely  big  league.  The  plot 
revolves  around  a dream  in  which  a youngster  gets  the 
idea  that  the  man  wooing  his  mother  had  murdered  his 
father  and  how  he  proves  it. 

James  Lydon,  Warren  William,  Sally  Eilers,  Regis  Toomey, 
Charles  Amt,  George  H.  Reed,  Jayne  Hazard. 
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EXPLOITS  \ 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Circumstantial  Evidence" 

This  picture  is  based  on  the  premise  of  "appearances  are 
deceiving."  Many  inexpensive  exploitation  campaigns  sug- 
gest themselves.  Tie  up  drug  stores,  cosmeticians,  etc.,  with 
displays  featuring  cards  lettered:  "Colds  Are  Circumstantial 
Evidence  You're  Run  Down.  Try  Blank's  Pills  and  Enjoy  Good 
Health;  See  'Circumstantial  Evidence'  and  Enjoy  Good  Enter- 
tainment.” "A  Pimply  Complexion  Is  Circumstantial  Evidence 
You  Need  Our  Course  of  Beauty  Treatments — No  Charge  for 
Removing  Goose  Pimples  Raised  Watching  'Circumstantial 
Evidence/  " etc. 

CATCHLINES: 

A Fiery  Temper  Sends  a Hot-Head  to  the  Hot-Seat  ...  A 
Boy  Fights  to  Save  His  Dad  ...  A Last-Minute  Reprieve  Can- 
not Save  the  Doomed  Killer — He's  Already  Escaped! 

He  Faced  a Murder  Rap  . . . Through  the  Night  He  Fled 
From  Arrest  ...  He  Found  Shelter  in  the  Home  of  His  Friend, 
‘His  Pal,'  Who  Called  in  the  Cops  and  Sent  Him  to  the  Death 
House! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Bring  On  the  Girls" 

Arrange  with  local  USO  for  a gala  "Bring  On  the  Girls" 
party  and  promote  girl  acts  from  night  club  for  evening's  en- 
tertainment. Conduct  a beauty  contest  and  tag  it  with  film's 
title;  winner,  selected  from  submitted  photos,  to  be  awarded 
a gift  order  from  local  department  store.  Also  use  picture's 
title  to  tie  in  with  appeal  for  Red  Cross  volunteers  and  armed 
service  recruitments.  Tie  up  with  men's  shop  to  spot  stills  of 
Sonny  Tufts  and  Eddie  Bracken,  with  caption:  “They  Have 
'G.  A.'  (Girl  Appeal) — We'll  Help  You  Bring  On  the  Girls." 

CATCHLINES: 

A Lyrical  Miracle  of  Mirth  and  Madness  . . . With  Two  Gobs 
on  a Riotous  Run  . . . Trying  to  Escape  Pursuing  Pulchritude 
. . . Till  Cupid  Comes  Through  . . . With  the  Old  One-Two 
. . . And  Wham!  They  Hit  the  Deckl 


SELLING  ANGLES:  ‘The  Chicago  Kid" 

The  picture  presents  excellent  exploitable  material  by  its 
topical  slant  on  the  present  black  market  operations,  with 
which  the  public  is  well  familiar.  Blowups  of  newspaper 
headlines  commenting  on  black  market  practices  will  make 
good  material  for  lobby  displays.  Tieins  with  the  local 
agencies  whose  province  it  is  to  restrict  such  illegal  ac- 
tivities will  create  a lively  interest  in  the  film,  as  well  as 
doing  the  community  a public  service.  Will  make  a good 
topic  for  discussion  groups  among  civic  organizations.  Ex- 
hibitors can  also  concentrate  on  Don  Barry,  and  sell  him  as 
a rising  new  star. 

CATCHLINES: 

A Tingling  Suspenseful  Story  That  Will  Keep  You  Glued 
to  Your  Chair  ...  As  an  Honest  Young  Man  Turns  Into  a 
Crooked  Racketeer  . . . Driven  by  the  Lust  for  Vengeance! 

Watch  Don  Barry,  a New  Screen  Personality  With  a Dy- 
namic Punch  . . . He's  Got  the  Stuff  to  Make  the  Girls  Sigh, 
and  They'll  Love  Him  as  "The  Chicago  Kidl" 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Keep  Your  Powder  Dry" 

This  picture  is  a natural  for  enterprising  showmen.  To 
stimulate  enlistments  in  the  Womans  Army  Corps,  your 
nearest  Wac  representatives  will  cooperate  on  a recruit- 
ing campaign.  Arrange  window  tieups  with  uniform  stores 
and  women's  clothing  shops.  The  picture's  title  suggests 
unlimited  possibilities  for  cosmetic  displays.  Offer  passes  as 
prizes  to  girls  in  a newspaper  competition  for  best  letters 
on  “Why  Girls  Should  Join  Wac." 

CATCHLINES: 

A Wac  Doesn't  Get  GI  Sweaters  . . . But  She  Doesn't  Need 
'em  . . . The  Other  Girls  Make  Things  Hot  for  Her  . . . See 
What  the  Wac's  Do  to  Lana  Turner  . . . And  What  Lana 
Turner  Does  to  the  Wacs. 


The  World's  Richest  Man  . . . Eddie  Joined  the  Navy  to  Get 
Away  From  It  All  . . . And  Hit  a Sea  of  Ship-Shapely  Shes 
. . . Who  Found  Him  Awfully  Sweet  . . . When  They  Got  the 
Scent  of  Sugar. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Enchanted  Cottage" 


In  the  Wac  a Mink-Clad  Minx  Tangles  With  a Snooty 
Sergeant  in  Sheepskin  . . . And  the  Fur  Flies  . . . 4F  Play- 
boys Become  1A  Trouble-Makers  . . . Park  Avenue  Play- 
girls  Play  for  Keeps  ...  In  "Keep  Your  Powder  Dry!" 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Pan-Americana" 


Build  up  a “Search  for  Romance”  idea — for  a couple 
(preferably  a returned  soldier)  to  be  married  on  your  stage. 
Then  tie  up  with  local  merchants  for  wedding  gifts  for  the 
newlyweds'  home  to  be.  Insert  large  ad  in  real  estate  sec- 
tion of  newspaper:  "Open  for  Inspection — for  All  Who  Are 
Young  in  Heart — the  'Enchanted  Cottage.'  " Tie  up  with  fur- 
niture store  for  window  display  of  cozy-looking  rooms,  with 
caption:  "For  Your  Enchanted  Cottage  of  Tomorrow  . . . Buy 
War  Bonds  Today." 


Here  is  a film  offering  unlimited  possibilities  for  promot- 
ing the  good  neighbor  policy.  For  instance:  Travel  agency 
to  display  posters  of  South  American  and  Mexican  locales; 
apparel  shops  to  dress  up  their  windows  with  gay  South 
American  motif;  restaurants  to  feature  Spanish  food.  Have 
flags  of  Latin  American  countries  strung  up  in  neighborhood 
of  your  theatre  and  decorate  your  lobby  with  brightly  paint- 
ed gourds — and  promote  flowers  and  potted  palms  from  flor- 
ists to  carry  out  tropical  effect. 


CATCHLINES: 

Together  Again  in  the  Screen's  Most  Artistic  Triumph 
. . . Robert  Young  as  the  Crushed,  War-Sickened  Pilot  Who 
Lost  His  Way  . . . Dorothy  McGuire,  the  Mousy  Creature 
Who  Became  Beautiful  Through  Bringing  Him  Back  . . . Will 
Capture  Your  Hearts  in  the  Strangest  Love  Story  Ever  Told. 

Theirs  Was  an  Emotion  ...  So  Encompassing  ...  So  Poign- 
antly Beautiful  . . . That  It  Wove  a Web  of  Enchantment 
Around  Their  Lonely  Lives  . . . Transforming  Two  Tragic 
Pasts  Into  a Glorious  Present. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Strange  Illusion" 

In  your  lobby  have  a "strange  illusion"  setup;  tricks  that 
can  be  secured  from  a magic  or  novelty  shop,  whereby  the 
curious  are  fooled  by  what  they  think  they  see.  Spot  green 
lights  strategically  in  foyer  to  give  eerie  appearance,  and 
hang  pale  green  or  blue  wispy-looking  drapery  over  en- 
trance. Tie  up  with  merchants  to  exhibit  posters  in  their 
windows,  along  with  displays  to  tie  in  with  caption— "Don't 
Be  Under  a ’Strange  Illusion' — the  War  Is  Still  to  Be  Won!" 

CATCHLINES: 

The  Dream  of  a Sensitive  Boy  . . . Became  a Nightmare 
of  Reality  ...  A Waking  Horror  . . . Heightened  to  Terrifying 
Tension  . . . Because  No  One  Would  Believe  What  He  Knew 
. . . But  Could  Not  Prove. 

Here,  a Tale  to  Grip  the  Imagination  . . . What  Is  Reality? 
What  a Fancy?  Can  a Murderer  Be  Revealed  in  a Dream? 
He  Uncovered  a Sinister  Secret  . . . Thorugh  a Strange 
Illusion. 


CATCHLINES: 

Follow  Your  Heart  to  the  Latin  Locale  . . . Magic  of  Mexico 
. . . The  Beauty  of  Brazil  . . . Rio  Spelling  Romance  . . . 
Cuba's  Warm  Appeal  . . . All  the  Languid  Lushness  That  Is 
Latin  America  . . . Enhanced  With  the  Talent  of  a Galaxy 
of  Good  Neighbors. 

They  Toured  the  Tropics  for  a Story  . . . And  Plotted  Then- 
Own  Romance  ...  In  the  Splendorous  Setting  of  the  South 
American  Scene  . . . The  Panorama  of  Pan-Americal 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Having  Wonderful  Crime" 

Distribute  penny  postcards  to  patrons  to  mail  to  their  local 

friends — "Having  Wonderful  Crime  at  the  Wish  You 

Were  Here."  Film  features  both  a magician  and  a mysterious 
trunk.  Have  two  employes  cart  old  trunk  around  town — with 
caption — "Guess  Where  the  Body  Is  Buried!"  And  arrange 
for  amateur  or  professional  magician  to  set  up  table  of  tricks 
in  your  foyer — have  arrow  pointing  to  entrance  with  sign — 
"If  You  Want  to  See  a Magician  Disappear — Enter  Here." 
Publicize  that  picture  is  from  a Craig  Rice  popular  whodunit. 

CATCHLINES: 

He  Was  a Popular  Performer  . . . With  a Great  Disappear- 
ing Act  . . . But  He  Didn't  Reappear  . . . And  Bedlam  Broke 
Loose  ...  So  Did  Three  Amateur  Sleuths  . . . Who  Followed 
the  Trail  of  a Theatrical  Trunk  . . . Through  the  Zaniest  Ad- 
ventures ...  To  a Socko  Solution. 

A Mischievous  Couple  . . . And  a Super  Snooper  . . . On 
a Crime-Busting  Binge  . . . They  Got  in  Everybody's  Hair — 
Including  the  Killer's. 


Opinions  on  Current  Productions,  and 
Sxpioitips  for  Selling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


Frisco  Sal 

Universal  ( ) 


94  Minutes 


Drama 

With  Music 

Rel.  Feb.  23.  '45 


Boldly-etched,  boisterous,  and  a bit  bawdy  is  this  pano- 
rama of  San  Francisco's  Pacific  Street  which,  during  its  more 
halcyon  days,  was  known  the  world  around  as  rough,  tough 
Barbary  Coast.  What  matters  it  that  the  story  and  situations 
were  cast  in  the  same  general  mold  which  shaped  preceding 
films  treating  with  the  same  subject?  The  picture  is  fast- 
moving,  action-laden  entertainment,  sufficiently  meritorious 
to  score  solidly  in  all  its  bookings.  Songstress  Susanna 
Foster,  shown  in  her  first  entirely  adult  and  worldly  role,  dis- 
plays acting  ability  which  her  former  vehicles  denied  her, 
while  her  vocal  interludes  contribute  materially  to  the  pic- 
ture's worth.  Turhan  Bey  is  characteristically  sleek  as  the 
inevitable  dancehall  proprietor  who  rules  the  coast  with  a 
golden  heart  and  iron  hand  and  winds  up  with  the  gal. 
Produced  and  directed  by  George  Waggner. 

Susanna  Foster,  Turhan  Bey,  Alan  Curtis,  Andy  Devine, 
Thomas  Gomez,  Collette  Lyons,  Samuel  S.  Hinds. 


Rough  Riding  Justice 


Columbia  (6205) 


58  Minutes 


Western 


Rel.  Mar.  15,  '45 


Varying  the  somewhat  "fenced-in"  range  of  the  typical 
horse  opera,  this  Charles  Starrett  opus  starts  out  with  him 
in  the  supposed  role  of  a bandit  leader.  The  plot  thickens 
in  tense  sequences  and  Starrett  as  Steve  Holden  remains 
under  a cloud — the  audience  wondering  if  he  will  prove  the 
old  maxim  that  it  takes  a thief  to  catch  a thief.  Only  at  the 
climax,  when  the  ringleader  confesses,  after  being  caught  in 
his  own  trap  to  dynamite  the  gold-shipment  wagons,  does  it 
all  come  out.  Steve  is  a special  government  investigator 
who  had  worked  with  the  bandits  to  get  a lineup  on  them. 
Jimmy  Wakely  and  his  Saddle  Pals  give  out  with  campfire 
tunes  and  there  is  a good  duet  number  by  a couple  of  boys 
with  an  accordion  and  a bull  fiddle.  Directed  by  Derwin 
Abrahams. 

Charles  Starrett,  Dub  Taylor,  Betty  Jane  Graham,  Wheeler 
Oakman,  Jimmy  Wakely,  Jack  Ingram,  Forrest  Taylor. 


Leave  It  to  Blondie 


F 


Comedy 


Columbia  (6017) 


69  Minutes 


Rel.  Feb.  22.  '45 


A farce  of  the  same  calibre  as  other  Blondie  pictures,  so 
the  exhibitor  will  not  be  buying  a pig  in  a poke.  Dagwood 
outdoes  himself  with  more  goonish  inanities  which  delight 
his  fans.  Blondie  still  looks  like  the  brides  in  home  fur- 
nishing ads  but  her  impulse  to  give  $100  to  the  children's 
camp  fund  backfires  when  both  she  and  Dagwood  write 
checks  for  that  amount.  The  detestable  Alvin  next  door 
actually  does  the  Bumsteads  a favor  by  entering  Uncle 
Horace  Bumstead's  song  in  a local  contest  as  Dogwood's 
composition.  Much  confusion  results  when  he  wins,  with  a 
brunette  radio  singer  complicating  the  Bumstead  domestic 
bliss  and  Mr.  Dithers  gumming  up  his  office  life.  Daisy  and 
her  five  pups  rate  special  mention.  A new  postman,  in  spite 
of  precautions  taken,  suffers  the  usual  fate  of  Bumstead  post- 
men. Abby  Berlin  directed. 

Penny  Singleton,  Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms,  Danny  Mum- 
mert,  Marjorie  Ann  Mutchie. 


It's  In  the  Bag  F 

UA-Skirball  ( ) 90  Minutes  Rel. 

Fred  Allen,  always  with  a dead  pan  and  drawling  mono- 
tone, introduces  a number  of  new  gags  and  fast  cracks  into 
a story  that  moves  along  at  a merry  clip.  He  gets  the  audi- 
ence into  a good  mood  at  the  start,  then  loads  on  the  typical 
wisecracks  in  situations  that  develop  after  Allen  hears  he 
has  inherited  $12,000,000.  The  will  is  hidden  in  one  of  a 
half  dozen  chairs  sold  as  antiques,  and  the  pursuit  of  the 
chairs  goes  in  all  directions.  Jack  Benny  is  seen  in  a short 
sequence.  Rudy  Vallee,  Don  Ameche  and  Victor  Moore  get 
into  another.  William  Bendix,  Jerry  Colonna,  Robert  Bench- 
ley  and  John  Carradine  pop  in  and  out.  With  these  marquee 
names,  it  ought  to  be  easy  to  roll  up  a profit  in  any  situ- 
ation. Jack  H.  Skirball  produced  and  Richard  Wallace  di- 
rected. 

Fred  Allen,  Jack  Benny,  Don  Ameche,  Victor  Moore,  Rudy 

Vallee,  William  Bendix,  Binnie  Barnes,  Robert  Benchley, 
Jerry  Colonna,  John  Carradine. 


Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  F 


Mystery 


Monogram  (420) 


62  Minutes 


Rel,  Jan.  19.  '45 


Murder  with  shivers  and  laughs  is  featured  in  this  who- 
dunit in  which  an  amateur  girl  sleuth  gets  herself  involved 
trying  to  aid  detectives  in  solving  a series  of  mysterious  hotel 
homicides.  A low-budget  picture,  it  has  a tendency  to  slacken 
its  pace  every  once  in  a while,  but  on  the  whole  exhibitors 
will  find  it  suitable  for  the  lower  half  of  the  average  subse- 
quent double  feature  program.  Jean  Parker  is  amusing  as 
rattle-brained  amateur  sleuth  who  is  continually  getting 
into  the  hair  of  the  professional  detectives.  Peter  Cookson 
is  a good  foil  for  her  shenanigans.  The  role  of  the  comedy 
detective  chief  is  played  by  Tim  Ryan  who  does  right  well 
by  the  part.  Directed  by  William  Beaudine. 

Jean  Parker,  Peter  Cookson,  Tim  Ryan,  Lorna  Grey,  Jan  Wiley, 
Ralph  Sanford,  William  Forrest,  Byron  Foulger. 


Fog  Island 

PRC  Pictures  (508) 


F 

67  Minutes 


Murder 

Melodrama 

ReL  Feb.  15,  '45 


Out  of  a cast  of  nine  persons,  seven  are  murdered.  At 
first  blush,  it  would  appear  that  such  wholesale  homicide 
should  offer  a field  day  for  the  fans  who  like  their  film 
fare  rugged  and  gory.  That  is  not  the  case,  however,  since 
all  of  the  action — what  there  is  of  it — is  crowded  into  the 
film's  closing  sequences.  Prior  to  that  it  is  a slow-moving 
procedure  during  which  much  footage  and  even  more  dull 
dialog  are  devoted  to  building  mood  and  characteriza- 
tions. The  picture  was  not  stintingly  produced,  as  will  be 
revealed  by  a look  at  the  usually  competent  members  of 
an  impressive  cast,  but  their  talent  was  rendered  woefully 
impotent  through  a meandering  script,  archaic  direction  and 
choppy  editing.  Yarn  concerns  a revenge  plot  against  for- 
mer associates  by  an  erstwhile  broker  who  had  been  rail- 
roaded to  prison.  Terry  Morse  directed. 

George  Zucco,  Lionel  Atwill,  Jerome  Cowan,  Sharon  Douglas, 
Veda  Ann  Borg,  John  Whitney,  Jacqueline  DeWit. 


Rogues  Gallery  F 

PRC  Pictures  (514)  60  Minutes  Rel.  Dec.  6,  '44 


Comedy 

Mystery 


The  pat  newspaper  yarn  about  the  flippant,  scoop-con- 
scious gal  reporter  and  her  somewhat  dense  sidekick  pho- 
tographer receives  a deft  treatment  in  this  film,  and  should 
do  well  in  the  action  and  neighborhood  houses  where 
patrons  prefer  the  less  subtle  gags  mixed  with  a homicide 
or  two  in  the  plot.  The  picture  can  be  spotted  in  either  end 
of  the  double  bill.  A steady  stream  of  wisecracks  and  a 
fairly  puzzling  whodunit  story  structure  will  sustain  inter- 
est. Script  writers  have  whipped  up  some  technical  material 
about  a marvelous  electronic  machine  which  picks  up  and 
records  conversations  taking  place  anywhere  and  every- 
where, and  the  characters  flit  around  trying  to  steal  the  blue- 
prints and  make  capital  of  the  invention.  Frank  Jenks  and 
H.  B.  Warner  steady  the  cast,  and  Robin  Raymond  is  brash 
and  breezy  as  the  girl  reporter.  Albert  Herman  directed. 

Frank  Jenks,  Robin  Raymond,  H.  B.  Warner,  Ray  Walker, 
Davidson  Clark,  Bob  Homans,  Frank  McGlynn. 


Write - 


YOUR  REPORT  OF  THE  PICTURE  YOU 
HAVE  JUST  PLAYED  FOR  THE 
GUIDANCE  OF  FELLOW  EXHIBITORS. 


— Right  Now 


USE  THE  BLANK  ON  REVERSE  SIDE 

Just  Paste  It  on  a Ic  Government  Postcard  and  Mail 
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SELLING  ANGLES:  "Leave  It  to  Blondie" 

It  is  always  wise  to  capitalize  on  the  popularity  of  the 
cartoon  strip.  If  a local  paper  carries  it,  try  to  make  a tie- 
up  for  a special  story  announcing  the  picture.  The  same 
can  be  tried  on  the  local  radio  station  which  carries  the 
Blondie  program.  A prize  offer  for  the  best  original  Blondie 
cartoon  might  be  made  in  collaboration  with  the  newspaper, 
with  due  credit  to  the  strip's  originator,  of  course. 

CATCHLINES: 

Dagwood  Bumstead  a Crooner — and  What  a Crooner!  . . . 
But  Blondie  Doesn't  Understand  How  It  All  Happened — So 
Then  What  Happens?  . . . Mr.  Dithers  in  a Bigger  Dither  Than 
Usual,  and  That's  Saying  a Lot. 

The  Bumsteads  Give  to  Charity  in  Dual  Amounts  . . . What 
Happens  Next  Keeps  the  Audience  in  Stitches  and  Dagwood 
in  Hot  Water  . . . Those  Bungling  Bumsteads  Are  at  It  Again. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "It's  In  the  Bag" 

With  Jack  Benny  constantly  making  cracks  about  Allen  on 
the  air,  exhibitors  should  make  a play  for  spot  announce- 
ments immediately  following  this  t program.  Where  the 
budget  will  permit,  the  same  technique  can  be  used  with  the 
other  well-known  radio  names  in  the  cast.  Give  them  a big 
play  in  the  ads  and  lobby  displays. 

CATCHLINES: 

See  Fred  Allen  Get  Five  o'Clock  Shadow  Twice  . . . Howl 
When  He  Buys  an  Antique  Tie  From  Benny  . . . It's  Sur- 
priseful, Zestful,  Laughful! 

He  Sells  His  Flea  Circus;  He  Sets  Out  to  Spend  $12,000,000 
He  Hasn  t Got;  He  s Accused  of  Murder  . . . Something 
New  in  the  Way  of  Comedy. 

Fred  Allen,  Don  Ameche,  Victor  Moore,  Rudy  Vallee  as 
a Gay  Ninety  Quartet  Are  Worth  the  Price  of  Admission. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Rogues  Gallery” 

Use  the  inquiring  photographer  stunt,  and  have  the  fellow 
roam  the  vicinity  of  your  theatre  apparently  taking  pictures 
of  the  passers-by.  After  he  snaps  the  picture,  he  will  give 
the  people  a card  with  the  legend,  "Your  photo  is  eligible 

for  Rogues  Gallery  at  the  Theatre  this  week." 

He  might  also  inquire  whom  the  people  would  elect  for  their 
private  rogues  gallery,  and  the  answers  might  make  inter- 
esting reading  in  the  local  newspaper.  Play  up  the  comedy 
angle  of  the  picture,  and  take  advantage  of  Frank  Jenks, 
well-known  screen  comedian,  who  plays  a leading  role  in 
the  film. 

CATCHLINES: 

“The  Year's  Daffiest  Murder  Mystery  . . . You'll  Chill, 
Chuckle  and  Cheer  as  the  Girl  Reporter  Goes  Out  on  the 
Trail  of  a Hot  Story  . . . And  Winds  Up  in  the  Midst  of  a 
Murder! 

It's  Dippy,  Daffy  and  Delirious  ...  A Real  Killer  for  Laughs 
...  A Woman's  Intuition,  Spunk  and  Intelligence  Solves 
a Perplexing  Murder  Mystery! 

To: 

The  Exhibitor  Has  His  Say 

BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

Title Company 

Comment 


Exkibitor 

Theatre Seating  Capacity. 

Type  Patronage Admission  Scale. 

Town. 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture ; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Frisco  Sal" 

Plant  a large-size  cut  of  Susanna  Foster  in  local  photo 
shop,  to  be  aimed  at  service  men  patrons,  with  caption, 
"Have  Your  Picture  Snapped  With  ‘Frisco  Sal.'  " For  lobby, 
construct  a huge  old-type  family  album — borrow  family  pic- 
tures of  the  '90s  from  patrons  for  mounting.  Tag  it — “What 
a Gal  Was  ‘Frisco  Sal'  But  Grandma  and  Grandpa  Did  All 
Right  Too!''  Conduct  a "famous  names"  contest  for  public 
to  submit  list  of  well-known  people  whose  names  were  con- 
nected with  a city  or  state;  such  as,  Buffalo  Bill,  Helen  of 

Troy,  Jack  London,  etc. 

• 

CATCHUNES: 

A Tempestuous  Tale  of  the  Naughty,  Bawdy  Barbary  Coast 
. . . Where  Fists  Lashed  Their  Way  to  Love  . . . Silken  Legs 
Ruled  a Pleasure  Paradise  . . . And  Men  Fought  for  Three 
Things  . . . Wealth — Power  . . . And  “Frisco  Sal." 

Here  Is  Drama  at  Its  Boldest  . . . The  West  at  Its  Wildest 
. . . . And  a Woman  Who  Went  to  the  Heads  of  All  Men 
. . . And  Had  a Torrid  Town  at  Her  Feet. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Rough  Riding  Justice" 

Let  the  kids  know  their  cowboy  hero  is  in  town  but  make 
a mystery  of  his  role  with  such  questions  in  your  advertising 
as:  "Has  Steve  Holden  Turned  Into  a Cattle  Rustler?"  Hire 
a boy  with  a pony  to  ride  around  town  wearing  a mask  and 
with  a placard  on  his  back  advertising  the  show:  “See  Me 

at  the  Theatre  Tonight."  Get  the  local  stores  that 

carry  periodicals  to  have  a western  display  and  the  music 
stores  the  same  for  western  tunes.  Display  a rope  and  a 
sign  reading:  “Will  They  Try  to  Hang  the  Wrong  Man?" 

CATCHLINES: 

Here's  Your  Favorite  Western  Hero  Playing  a Dual  Role 
. . . Is  He  Bandit  Leader  or  Government  Investigator?  . . . 
He  fights  With  His  Fists  as  Well  as  With  Guns  . . . He  Out- 
smarted the  Ringleader  by  Leading  Him  Into  His  Own  Trap. 

Catchy  Tunes  While  Catching  Cattle  Rustlers  . . . He  Was 
Under  Suspicion  'U-l  the  Time  He  Suspected  Others  . . . Bring 
All  Your  Friends  and  See  Some  Tall  Riding,  Fast  Shooting, 
and  Justice  Triumph. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day" 

Stage  a “Kitty  O'Day"  sketching  contest  in  the  local 
schools'  drawing  classes.  Offer  guest  tickets  to  those  who 
submit  the  best  crayon-colored  drawings.  A swell  stunt  for 
your  program,  radio,  newspaper  or  lobby  flash  is  a Kitty 
jingle  contest.  Winners  to  receive  guest  tickets.  A comedy 
detective,  dressed  in  a Sherlock  Holmes  two-way  cap,  smok- 
ing a big  pipe  and  equipped  with  a large  magnifying  glass 
can  be  used  as  a street  ballyhoo.  Copy  on  his  back  can 
read:  "I'M  ON  THE  TRAIL  OF  KITTY  O'DAY  ...  See  ‘ADVEN- 
TURES OF  KITTY  O'DAY  at  . . . etc. 

CATCHLINES: 

She's  Mad  About  Murder  . . . And  When  Kitty  Gets  Mad 
. . . There's  a Howl-a-Minute  Hilarity  ...  In  a Murder 
Mixup. 

Look  Out,  Killers!  Kitty's  Back  Again  . . . You'll  Sit  Up 
Screaming  With  Laughter  When  Kitty  Goes  Sleuthing  . . . 
Kitty  Loves  Murder  and  You'll  Love  Kitty. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Fog  Islcmd- 

In  the  foyer  construct  a miniature  sea  with  an  island  in 
its  center.  By  using  dry  ice,  have  a constant  flow  of  fog- 
like vapor  drifting  over  the  setup  and  then  by  using  an 
amplifier  have  blood-curdling  screams  eminate  periodically 
from  the  island.  Make  a layout  of  infamous  mass  murderers 
of  history,  Bluebeard,  Jack  the  Ripper,  etc.,  and  spot  a sinis- 
ter blowup  of  Zucco  in  the  center.  On  sidewalks,  within  a 
few  blocks  of  theatre,  stencil:  "WARNING!  If  You  Have  a 
Weak  Heart,  Detour  Fog  Island." 

CATCHLINES: 

Death  Plays  Host  on  Fog  Island  . . . Where  an  Embittered 
Man  Plants  the  Seeds  of  Murder  . . . And  Gold-Hunting 
Guests  Reap  a Harvest  of  Horror  ...  As  One  by  One  They 
Approach  Their  Doom. 

Greedy — Grasping  . . . They  Lived  Viciously  . . . And  Died 
Violently  . . . Pitted  One  Against  the  Other  . . . For  a Treas- 
ure That  Didn't  Exist  . . . An  Unholy  Secret  to  Be  Locked 
Forever  ...  In  the  Twisted  Brain  of  a Man  Who  Found 
Revenge. 


State. 


The  Industry’s  Market  Plate  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


CLEARING  HOUSE 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  SI. 00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


HELP  WANTED 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steei 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
iighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 

SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis 

NEW  35MM  PORTABLE  sound  projectors,  ampli- 
fiers. Immediate  delivery.  Factory  rebuilt  units, 
$390.  STINSON  PROJECTOR  SALES,  521  S.  Lombard 
Ave.,  Oak  Park,  111. 

JOHNSON  COINMETERS,  $110;  REAR  SHUTTERS 
tor  Simplex,  $77.50;  Rewinders,  $9.95  set;  Pressure 
oilers,  $1.19;  Baby  Spots,  $5.95;  Automaticket  ma- 
chines, OPA  ceiling  prices;  Flashlights,  $1.29;  Re- 
chargeable batteries,  $2.20;  Flameproofed  screen 
masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone  washable  soundscreens, 
30>/2c  ft-;  Beaded,  39>/2C;  Steel  Core  curtain  cable, 
5/16",  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New 
York  18. 


ELOWER  FOR  SALE — Never  used  and  in  original 
iactory  crate;  22,500  cfm;  all  steel  multi  blade  silent 
type.  Bottom  horizontal  delivery,  complete  with  drive 
pulleys  and  V belts.  No  motor.  First  check  for  $375 
takes  it.  P.  R.  TOURNEY,  Princess  Theatre,  Wauseon, 
Ohio. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  bearing,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $200 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300— PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up — 
Sound  heads,  comdete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  oair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each- 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


1,000  WATT  ELECTRIC  HEATERS,  $7.95;  Roth 
Actodector  Suprex  generators,  rebuilt,  $397.50; 
Forest  Twin  65  Copper  Oxide  rectifier,  as  is,  $150; 
Brass  2>/2  gallon  fire  extinguishers,  rebuilt,  $19.50; 
Heavy  duty  vacuum  cleaner,  $150;  Brandt  coin 
changers,  cashier  delivery,  $75;  Side  delivery,  $95; 
Low  intensity  arc  lamps,  $75;  Simplex  rebuilt  com- 
plete sound  projection  outfits  available,  ready  for 
showing,  $1,500.  Send  for  winter  bulletin.  S.O.S. 
CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


FOR  SALE — 141/2-inch  all  steel  reels,  steel  hub, 
$1.00;  10-inch  all  steel  reels,  25  cents;  15-inch  ship- 
ping cases,  2 reels,  $3.00;  l5-inch  shipping  cases,  1 
reel,  $1.75;  10-inch  shipping  cases,  1 reel,  $1,00; 
McARTHUR  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT,  454  West  Colum- 
bia St.,  Detroit  1,  Mich. 


PAIR  POWERS  6B  PROJECTORS,  just  reconditioned; 
Syncrofilm  D heads;  G.E.  motors,  amplifier,  booth 
monitor,  Jensen  and  Racon  speakers;  Gardiner  Auto- 
matic lamps;  rectifiers.  Spare  tubes  and  parts. 
Price  $1,250  cash.  B-2118,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


COMPLETE  BOOTH  EQUIPMENT  for  sale  Price 
reasonable.  P.  S.  STALLINGS,  Bowie,  Texas. 


22,500  CMP,  60  SPRAY  AIR  WASHER;  complete  with 
2 HP  motor,  centrifugal  pump,  tank,  louvers;  all 
fittings  complete,  ready  to  set  up — 100  per  cent  con- 
dition. Address  O K THEATRES,  2025  Jackson,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 


TWO  SUPER  SIMPLEX  HEADS,  two  adjustable  5- 
point  bases.  E.  S.  CULVER,  150  W.  Adams  Ave.,  De- 
troit 26,  Mich. 


TWO  ACME  SIMPLEX  PROJECTORS  — 30  amp 
lamphouses,  RCA  Sound.  Suitable  for  small  thea- 
tre, school,  or  church.  Write  ESKIN  THEATRES, 
INC.,  4630  W.  Burleigh  St.,  Milwaukee  10,  Wis. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Gc. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 


16MM  and  35MM  SOUND  PORTABLES.  ALSO  WHU 
HAVE  YOU?  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID.  B-2113,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Me. 


WANTED — Ninety  yards  used  carpet.  B-2131 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1 
Mo. 


FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE — Small  suburban  grind  the- 
atre. Suburban  in  key  city.  Nice  situation  for  owner- 
managernent.  Write  B-2125,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


TWO  MONEY  MAKING  SUBURBAN  THEATRES  for 
sale.  Buildings  and  equipment,  $100,000.  Seating 
600  and  800  seats.  Sell  one  or  both.  Located  mid- 
western  city,  500,000  population.  Big  popcorn,  candy 
business.  Can  finance  half.  B-2114,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


700  SEATS— DOWNTOWN  THEATRE.  Second  and 
third  run.  North  midwest  city,  30,000.  Sell  equip- 
ment— $15,000  cash.  Lease  building,  heated.  B-2122, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANT  TO  RENT  theatre  within  100  mile  radius 
Lexington,  Kentucky.  Write  or  phone  A.  H.  Bales, 
Brcoksville,  Ky. 


WILL  LEASE  OR  BUY  THEATRE  ANYWHERE— 
Suburban,  downtown  or  town  over  3,000.  B-2121, 

BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 


WANTED  TO  BUY  small  town  theatre,  approxi- 
mately 400  seats;  no  competition.  Florida,  Arkansas 
Ozarks  or  Missouri.  B-2132,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van 
Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WILL  BUY,  LEASE  or  run  on  percentage — theatre 
in  small  town  in  eastern  Kansas,  Missouri,  northern 
Arkansas  or  Oklahoma.  Give  all  details  first  letter. 
B-2133,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


HAVE  CASH  FOR  THEATRE  in  Arizona,  Nevada, 
southern  California,  Texas  or  New  Mexico — town 
2,500  up.  Must  be  profitable  and  stand  rigid  in- 
vestigation. Advertiser  is  long  experienced  in  busi- 
ness and  strictly  responsible.  Independent.  Write 
or  wire  full  details  which  will  be  held  in  full  confi- 
dence. Address  B-2128,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt 
Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


316  REUPHOLSTERED  FULLY  PADDED  BACK,  box 
spring  cushion  chairs,  rebuilt,  $5.95;  565  American 
chairs,  recently  reupholstered,  prewar  quality 
leatherette  seven  ply  panel  backs,  box  spring 
cushions,  $7.50;  700  American  veneer  chairs  three 
ply  backs  and  seats,  reconditioned,  $4.50;  Aisle- 
lites,  $2.97.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


REBUILT  SOFT  BOX  SPRING  CUSHIONS,  nine 
springs  each,  newly  upholstered  with  dark  green 
army  specification  plastic  coated  leatherette.  Lasts 
for  many  years,  interchangeable  with  any  seat,  $1.75; 
with  metal  bottom  board,  $2.00.  Minimum  order  25, 
no  samples  sent.  Give  seat  size  when  ordering. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


600  OPERA  CHAIRS — Brand  new  cast  iron  standards 
for  1-inch  slope  floor;  brand  new  7 /16-inch  veneer 
5-ply  backs;  new  upholstered  squab  seats  uphol- 
stered in  green  plastic  leatherette — all  20-inch  chairs 
— $6.75  per  chair.  F.O.B.  Chicago.  Photo  on  request. 
CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR  MART,  844  So.  Wabash  Ave., 
Chicago  5,  111. 


FOR  SALE — 600-lo,t  of  theatre  chairs.  Thoroughly 
reconditioned,  reupholstered  and  refinished.  Chairs 
like  new.  JOHN  A.  MORAN  CHAIR  CO.,  1001  West 
Linden  St.,  Scranton,  Pa. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 


STUDIO  RECORDING  EQUIPMENT,  ABSOLUTELY 
COMPLETE,  Noiseless  recorder,  spare  galvanometer, 
2 magazines,  console  amplifier,  4 mixers,  equalizers, 
2 RCA  microphones,  power  supply,  rack,  cables, 
etc.  Worth  $10,000.  See  it  here,  $6,445;  Variray 
galvanometer,  noiseless  recording  shutter  for  16mm 
or  35mm  optical  system  transformer  and  blueprints 
lor  mounting,  $995;  complete  sound  recording  truck, 
worth  $15,000,  bargain  at  $7,975.  Send  for  listings. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


PROJECTIONISTT  and  managers  needed  for  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  for  the 
right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 


WANTED — MANAGER  or  capable  assistant  who 
wants  to  elevate  himself  in  theatre  operation  in 
Tidewater,  Virginia.  Guaranteed  good  salary  with 
future.  State  qualifications.  Write  B-2117,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  MANAGER:  Opportunity  for  right  man. 
State  age,  experience,  references  and  salary  re- 
quired. Send  photo  or  snapshot.  THE  DUNELAKE 
CORP.,  Michigan  City,  Ind. 


MANAGERS  WANTED — Experienced.  References 
necessary.  Good  opportunity  with  well  known  cir- 
cuit. Write  RAY  SCHREIBER  CIRCUIT,  2615  Wood- 
ward, Detroit  1,  Mich. 


OPERATOR  WANTED — Reasonable  hours,  fair  sal- 
ary, must  be  sober,  reliable  and  not  afraid  of  work. 
Prefer  man  with  medical  discharge,  or  over  ago. 
Town  located  in  West  Texas.  State  qualifications. 
B-2129,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


THEATRE  MANAGER — Fully  experienced  stage  and 
pictures.  Best  references.  Will  lease.  Washington, 
Oregon.  B-2130,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd., 
Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST — 20  years  experience — wants  per- 
manent connection  with  theatre  in  south.  One 
where  I can  elevate  myself  in  the  theatre  busi- 
ness. Could  invest.  Married,  strictly  sober,  relia- 
ble and  best  of  references.  B-2134,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS— ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  If  you  want  the  very  best 
seasoning  for  wet  poppers,  we  have  all  you  can 
use.  Immediate  shipment.  KARMELKORN  EQUIP- 
MENT, 120  S.  Hoisted,  Chicago  6,  111. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors.  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS, 1116  South  Michigan.  Chicago  5,  111. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING — Bags — Boxes — Salt — pop- 
corn machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


FOR  SALE — Popcorn — large  yellow,  $11.00  cwt.  J. 
OGELVIE,  Box  427,  219  Fourth  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


RCA  PHOTOPHONE  30  WATT  COMPLETE  PA  SYS- 
TEM, consisting  army  surplus  amplifier,  crystal  band 
microphone,  cable,  tubes,  PM  speaker,  $125;  Loud- 
speakers, used,  $6.75  up;  Heavy  12"  Jensen  PM 
loudspeakers,  new,  $29.50;  Soundman's  complete 
testing  outfits,  just  released,  $28.40.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  New  York  18. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  auanties,  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  Yon:  City. 


STAR  PHOTOS — 3!/2x5V2  inches.  Real  high-class 
photos  of  any  movie  star,  $25  per  1,000.  Patrons  will 
rave  about  them.  Remit  with  order.  Free  samples. 
BRAM  STUDIO,  306  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City  18, 
N.Y. 


BUY  WAi  i©»S 


Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo 
Forms  ciose  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  17,  1945 
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Former  Winners  of  the 
PARENTS'  MAGAZINE 


AWARD 

MICKEY  ROONEY 

1939 

VIRGINIA  WEIDLER 

1940 

RODDY  McDOWALL 

1941 

DIANA  LYNN 

1942 

MARGARET  O'BRIEN 

1943 

PARENTS' 

MAGAZINE 

announces  that 

ELIZABETH 

TAYLOR 

has  won  its 

ANNUAL 

AWARD 

as  "the  most  talented 
juvenile  motion  picture 
star  oi  1944" 

NOTHER  brilliant  name  is  thus  added  to 
the  distinguished  list  of  young  actors  who 
have  won  this  famous  award  in  recent  years. 

This  annual  award  by  PARENTS'  MAGAZINE 
again  emphasizes  the  importance  of  motion 
pictures  in  the  lives  of  those  who  are  your  most 
numerous  customers  — families  with  children. 

70%  of  all  the  people  in  the  United  States  live 
in  families  with  children,  and  they  spend  more 
at  the  box  office  than  do  all  other  customers 
combined  — 21.3%  more. 

PARENTS'  MAGAZINE  is  the  only  major  pub- 
lication with  all  of  its  readership  in  your  biggest 
market.  Its  movie  reviews  top  all  general  mag- 
azines in  number  and  reliability  of  ratings,  and 
reach  more  than  10,000,000  movie-goers. 


PARENTS7  MAGAZINE 

52  Vanderbilt  Avenue  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 
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POPULARITY  POLLS 


t/  E'D  LIKE  to  make  a little  boast.  It's  about  a 
poll — a popularity  poll.  Not  that  there  is  any  distinction  to 
that  in  itself,  for  everyone  seems  to  be  making  polls  these  days 
and  right  now  it  is  high  season  for  announcing  the  results. 
Nor  do  we  wish  to  boast  that  we  were  FIRST  with  our  findings. 
What  is  making  our  chest  swell  is  that  our  findings  are  con- 
curred in  by  the  nation's  leading  authority  on  public  pulse 
feeling — Dr.  George  Gallup. 

On  assignment  from  Photoplay  Magazine,  Dr.  Gallup  set 
his  Audience  Research  Organization  to  finding  the  American 
public's  choice  as  to  the  most  popular  feminine  star  of  the 
year;  the  most  popular  male  star  of  the  year;  the  favorite  pic- 
ture of  the  year.  Such  goings  on  have  been  in  the  doing  for 
many  a year — but.  Photoplay  took  pride  in  its  announcement 
that  “for  the  first  time  in  film  history,"  the  movie-going  public 
was  going  to  be  consulted  about  these  things. 

Perhaps  BOXOFFICE's  "sampling"  wasn't  as  large,  nor  as 
graded  as  was  that  made  by  Dr.  Gallup,  but  BOXOFFICE  has 
been  going  to  the  public  for  the  answer  to  the  same  questions 
since  1932.  Our  findings  for  1944,  published  November  11  in 
BOXOFFICE  BAROMETER,  in  which  we  annually  make  these 
announcements,  were  exactly  the  same  as  Dr.  Gallup's. 
Namely,  Greer  Garson,  the  most  popular  feminine  star;  Bing 
Crosby,  the  most  popular  male  star,  and  “Going  My  Way," 
the  top  hit  of  the  year.  Only  this  latter  selection  was  based  on 
boxoffice  figures  alone. 

In  an  initial  announcement  of  our  method  of  polling  we 
said: 

BOXOFFICE's  popularity  poll  is  not  made  solely  on  a “cash  receipts" 
basis.  It  has  been  proved  time  and  again  that  the  dollar  mark  is  not 
always  unfaltering  as  a gauge  of  screen  star  popularity.  Picture  failures 
more  often  are  due  to  poor  story  material  than  to  performances  of  their 
leading  players.  Picture  success,  given  impetus  by  the  attraction-value 
of  popular  starring  favorites,  is  attributable  as  well  to  the  quality  of  the 
story,  direction,  production  and  other  values  that  combine  to  make  the 
whole.  Also  there  is  to  be  considered  the  effort  put  behind  the  selling 
of  a picture  to  the  public. 

To  bridge  the  wide  differences  in  public  tastes  it  is  necessary  to  go 
beyond  a single  method  of  plumbing  the  public's  reactions.  True,  the 
boxoffice  tells  an  important  success  story.  But,  since  there  is  often  such 
a wide  variance  in  the  financial  success  of  one  picture  compared  with 
another  starring  the  same  top  player  or  players,  it  is  evident  that  a 
player's  popularity  cannot  be  wholly  tied  to  the  dollar-pull  of  the  vehicle 
alone. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  BOXOFFICE  has  figuratively  taken  the  public 
pulse  through  its  nationwide  cross-section  poll  among  motion  picture 
editors  on  newspaper  staffs;  independent  exhibitors,  who,  because  they 
are  unaffiliated  with  producer-distributor  operations,  assure  an  unbiased 
vote;  the  National  Screen  Council  (sponsored  by  BOXOFFICE),  which  is 
composed  of  newspaper  motion  picture  editors,  radio  film  commentators, 
leaders  of  civic  and  social  organizations,  representatives  from  the  General 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  the  film  committee  of  the  International 
Federation  of  Catholic  Alumnae,  members  of  Better  Films  Councils  and 
other  groups  interested  in  the  improvement  of  motion  pictures. 

These  groups  represent  a large  segment  of  the  public  from 
every  state  in  the  country  and  the  votes  they  cast  are  not 


only  their  own  but  often  represent  polls  taken  among  their 
readers,  listeners  or  members. 

Each  month,  as  it  has  been  doing  for  14  years,  BOXOFFICE 
"feels  the  pulse"  of  these  groups  and  individuals  for  their 
choice  of  "The  Best  Picture  of  the  Month — For  the  Whole 
Family."  This  selection  is  made  and  announced  while  the 
picture  is  current;  providing  opportunity  for  merchandising 
values  to  be  derived  therefrom.  Each  month's  winner  receives 
the  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Award. 

The  Photoplay  poll  brought  forth  "The  Ten  Top  Pictures 
of  1944."  Seven  of  these  were  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Win- 
ners. "Going  My  Way"  won  the  August  Blue  Ribbon  Award 
with  the  largest  number  of  votes  ever  accorded  a picture  in 
these  ballots. 

Early  in  the  year  The  Country  Gentleman  published  its  list 
of  "Ten  Best  Pictures."  This  represented  the  results  of  polling 
its  readers  in  the  rural  areas.  "Going  My  Way"  also  topped 
the  list.  The  magazine  pointed  out  the  similarities  between  its 
poll  and  that  of  BOXOFFICE.  And  all  of  the  magazine's  ten 
best  were  listed  among  the  strong  grossing  films  in  BOXOF- 
FICE BAROMETER.  Too,  seven  of  these  ten  films  received  BOX- 
OFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Awards. 

So  we  feel  entitled  to  boast  a little  about  our  "pulse  feeling" 
accuracy  among  public  and  trade  alike — which  we  began  14 
years  ago. 

* * 

Television  "Trailers” 

That  television  will  become  an  aid  rather  than  a hindrance 
to  theatres  was  stressed  in  his  address  before  the  Advertising 
and  Sales  Executives  Club  of  Kansas  City  by  Mr.  Richard 
Hooper,  sales  promotion  executive  and  television  producer  for 
the  Radio  Corporation  of  America.  Mr.  Hooper  counts  on 
people  liking  to  get  out  and  mingle  with  crowds.  That  has 
been  the  savior  of  the  theatre  from  every  type  of  distraction 
that  threatened  to  take  people  out  of  doors  or  keep  them 
indoors,  viz.:  the  automobile  and  radio. 

As  to  how  television  can  aid  the  theatre,  Mr.  Hooper  stated 
that  present-day  screen  trailers  can  reach  only  the  motion  pic- 
ture patrons  who  have  already  been  attracted  to  theatres,  "but 
with  television  you  can  really  take  that  trailer  right  into  the 
home."  He  added,  "and  you  can't  tell  me  that  people  who 
never  go  to  the  show  won't  get  out  and  go  to  see  how  a picture 
turned  out  after  seeing  part  of  it  on  their  television  sets." 

That  should  sound  encouraging  to  those  who  fear  tele- 
vision. But  it  has  always  been  our  contention  that  the  screen 
has  little  to  fear  from  that  medium;  that  it  will  be  many  years 
before  it  reaches  the  point  of  becoming  serious,  if  any,  com- 
petition to  the  motion  picture.  However,  it  should  not  be  lightly 
regarded.  And  the  attraction  value,  not  only  of  the  motion 
picture  but  of  the  theatres  themselves,  should  be  enhanced  to 
keep  up  that  public  desire  "to  go  places" — and  to  make  those 
places  the  motion  picture  theatres  in  their  communities. 


Puide  ‘Seatd 

Milwaukee  Downtown  Spots 
Agree  on  Dropping  Duals 

Ban  on  after-midnight  shows  met  by 
eliminating  double  features;  neighborhood 
houses  expected  to  take  similar  action;  other 
cities  mull  the  idea. 


Practically  No  Protests 
On  Early  Closing  Order 

Circuit  men  say  late  shows  went  on  in 
many  cases  when  government  agencies 
thought  war  workers  needed  them;  many 
theatres  barely  cover  overhead. 


More  Work  and  Staff  Cuts 
New  Worry  at  Exchanges 

Booking  and  shipping  complicated  by  285- 
print  limitation  additionally  snarled  by  ten 
per  cent  manpower  cuts  in  Chicago  and  In- 
dianapolis; more  expected  elsewhere. 


After-the-War  Television 
Newsreel  Being  Studied 

Recent  reports  of  plans  for  video  trans- 
mission of  spot  events  now  center  on  Blue 
network,  in  which  Henry  Luce  of  Time,  Life, 
Fortune  and  MOT  is  interested. 


Distributors  Are  Girding 
To  Battle  DofJ  Request 

Companies  align  witnesses  to  testify  on 
March  5 before  Judge  Goddard  if  he  decides 
on  hearing  over  government’s  request  for  in- 
junction against  clearance. 


No  Increases  in  Raw  Stock 
Seen  for  Second  Quarter 

Request  for  allotments  now  pouring  in  ask 
for  additional  prints,  but  Lincoln  V.  Burrows 
of  WPB  sees  little  hope  for  over-all  hike  in 
footage. 


Another  Veteran  Producer 
Joins  Independent  Ranks 

Sam  Bischoff,  recently  resigned  from  Co- 
lumbia Studios,  organizes  his  own  company; 
no  releasing  deal  set  as  yet. 


RKO  Planning  Production 
At  Studios  in  England 

One  purpose  of  Phil  Reisman’s  visit  to 
London  is  to  discuss  acquisition  of  facilities 
and  developing  of  postwar  production  unit 
there. 


Sam  Goldwyn  Arrives  Abroad 
After  Delay  in  Iceland 

Producer’s  galoshes  and  muffler  come  in 
handy  as  he  is  delayed  two  days  on  an  arctic 
island  en  route  by  plane  on  mission  for  gov- 
ernment agency. 


CONGRESS  URGED  TO  DECLARE 
THEATRE  OPERATION  ESSENTIAL 


"Consideration  Due' 

WASHINGTON — The  editorial  by  Ben  Shlyen,  editor-in-chief  and  publisher  of 
BOXOFFICE,  which  Congressman  Gordon  L.  McDonough  read  into  the  Congressional 
Record  on  Wednesday,  was  titled  “Consideration  Due,”  and  follows: 


Editorial  From  BOXOFFICE 
Read  Into  Congressional 
Record  by  McDonough 

WASHINGTON — Congress  was  urged  Wed- 
nesday to  declare  motion  picture  exhibition 
an  essential  industry  by  Rep.  Gordon  L.  Mc- 
Donough of  California,  who  declared  that  the 
motion  picture,  although  not  recognized  as 
an  essential  industry,  is  the  channel  carrying 
the  story  of  the  war  to  88  million  people 
each  week. 

To  further  emphasize  his  assertion  that 
exhibitors  are  essential  to  the  war  effort, 
Congressman  McDonough  pointed  to  Ben 
Shlyen’s  editorial,  “Consideration  Due,”  in 
BOXOFFICE  of  January  6,  which  called  at- 
tention to  the  importance  of  theatre  opera- 
tions as  a morale  factor.  The  Californian 
then  asked  for  permission  to  place  the  edi- 
torial, coupled  with  his  remarks,  in  the  Con- 
gressional Record. 

McDonough,  who  represents  the  Hollywood 
district  of  California,  opened  his  address  by 
asserting:  “Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many, 
Hollywood  is  a substantial  community  made 
up  of  thousands  of  loyal  citizens  of  this 
nation. 

“At  Disposal  of  Government” 

“Here  is  located  the  Hollywood  Bowl, 
where  the  symphonies  under  the  stars  are 
directed  by  the  great  music  masters,  and 
Radio  City,  where  NBC  studio  originates  great 
radio  shows.” 

He  added  that  thousands  of  men  and  women 
are  employed  in  the  studios  of  Hollywood 
and  said,  “this  vast  store  of  artists,  tech- 
nicians and  culture  in  art  has  been  sincerely 
devoted  to  helping  win  the  war.  All  the  tal- 
ents of  these  artists  and  technicians  have 
been  at  the  disposal  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment.” 

It  was  at  that  point  that  McDonough  re- 
marked the  theatres  are  carrying  the  war 
message  to  88  million  people  a week  and  added 
that  the  exhibitors  “thus  are  keeping  up  the 
morale  of  the  folks  at  home  and  of  the  sol- 
diers at  the  front.” 

“I  urge  the  members  of  the  house  to  give 
more  serious  attention  to  the  motion  picture 
theatres  as  an  essential  industry  in  the  war 
effort,”  McDonough  continued.  “Its  services 
to  the  public  cannot  be  overlooked.  I ask 
unanimous  consent  to  include  in  my  remarks 
the  attached  editorial  from  BOXOFFICE.” 

McDonough  then  began  reading  the  edi- 
torial in  which  Shlyen  pointed  out  that  the 
all-out  war  effort,  which  slackened  in  the 
latter  part  of  1944,  not  only  was  to  be  re- 
sumed but  to  be  accelerated  to  push  for- 
ward the  arrival  of  VE-Day. 

Mexican  Film  Moguls  Ask 
Peace  in  Union  Tangle 

MEXICO  CITY — Motion  picture  producers 
have  asked  President  Comacho  to  intervene 
in  the  current  labor  dispute,  the  third  in  an 
eight-month  feud  over  union  control.  Al- 
ready behind  the  raw  stock  shortage  eight- 
ball  and  headached  by  U.S.  competition,  stu- 
dio heads  told  the  President  they  could  not 
resume  production,  now  completely  halted, 
until  the  situation  had  been  ironed  out. 

Difficulties  first  arose  last  summer,  during 
the  film  actors’  dispute,  when  Enrique  Solis 
was  ousted,  charged  with  attempting  to  di- 
vide the  union.  His  alleged  efforts  to  seize 
union  archives  resulted  in  his  arrest;  he  was 
later  released  under  heavy  bail. 


The  news  on  the  front  pages  of  the  nation's 
newspapers  on  New  Year's  morning  had  a 
sobering  effect  on  those  who  needed  it.  The 
announcement  of  the  tightening  of  regula- 
tions on  the  manpower  situation  was  enough. 
But  the  recall  of  reconversion  orders  to  in- 
dustries that  had  been  given  the  green  light 
several  months  ago  added  a touch  that  struck 
right  down  to  the  roots. 

The  upsetting  war  news  of  the  last  few 
weeks  has  now  taken  on  a brighter  hue.  But 
that  has  not  changed  the  planning,  nor  is  it 
likely  to,  for  some  months  to  come.  War  Mobli- 
zat:on  Director  James  F.  Byrnes,  whose  plans 
are  supported  by  the  President,  has  made 
himself  quite  clear  on  that.  The  all-out  war 
effort,  that  slackened  when  the  prospects  for 
an  early  conclusion  of  the  European  war 
seemed  imminent,  not  only  is  to  be  resumed 
but  it  is  to  be  accelerated  to  the  very  ex- 
treme. Paradoxically,  as  the  pendulum  swings 
backward,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  throw  the 
machinery  of  war  into  high  gear,  pushing 
forward  the  arrival  of  VE-Day. 

While  the  motion  picture  industry  has  not 
slackened  in  its  war  role — in  fact  it  increased 
its  efforts  even  when  the  optimistic  talk  of 
war's  early  end  was  at  the  highest  pitch — it 
will  continue  to  do  better  than  its  best.  But 
it  must  not  be  hampered  in  its  efforts  by 
deliberate  or  indiscriminate  "raids"  on  its 
already  heavily  reduced  manpower. 

With  the  closing  down  of  the  race  tracks 
and  the  imminent  shuttering  of  night  clubs 
(although  we  anticipate  their  well-organized 
strength  will  again  be  evidenced  as  it  was 
in  the  tax  case),  there  has  come  an  unfor- 
tunate slurring  inclusion  of  motion  picture 
theatres.  Unfair  charges  that  many  motion 
p'cture  actors  have  been  unwarrantedly  dis- 
charged from  military  service  have  been 
hurled  about  carelessly  in  the  lay  press  and 
in  radio  news  reports. 

It  doesn't  seem  possible  that  there  are  so 
many  "who  have  eyes,  yet  do  not  see"  when 
the  motion  picture  and  its  institutions  are  con- 


WASHINGTON— Declaring  that  arbitra- 
tion is  the  most  satisfactory  method  for  solv- 
ing complex  clearance  disputes,  attorneys  for 
the  Big  Five  filed  a two-page  answer  to  the 
plea  of  Wendell  Berge,  assistant  attorney 
general,  for  an  injunction  against  the  film 
companies  for  alleged  violations  of  clearance 
under  the  consent  decree. 

“Very  often  the  rights  of  exhibitors  who 
are  not  parties  to  the  decree  are  affected,” 
the  document  stated.  “It  was  an  apprecia- 
tion of  these  circumstances  which  formed  the 
basis  for  those  provisions  in  the  decree  which 
made  clearance  disputes  subject  to  arbitra- 
tion in  the  manner  provided.” 

The  defendants  said  they  would  ask  the 


cerned.  But,  unfortunately,  old-time  prejudices 
still  linger.  And,  despite  the  knowledge  of 
senators  and  congressmen  of  the  fine  work 
this  industry  in  its  every  branch  has  done 
toward  and  for  the  war  effort,  there  are  too 
many  among  them  who  include  motion  pic- 
tures in  the  general  classification  of  "amuse- 
ments" and  thus  fail  to  give  this  industry  the 
recognition  and  consideration  it  properly  de- 
serves. 

It  is  time,  again,  to  remind  that  this  industry 
has  not  asked  special  favors.  But,  with  all 
of  the  many  acknowledgments — from  every 
quarter — as  to  the  essentiality  of  morale  main- 
tenance and  morale  building,  on  the  home 
front  as  well  as  on  the  battle  fronts,  and  the 
very  potent  evidences  of  the  extraordinary 
part  motion  pictures  have  played  therein,  it 
seems  strange  that  there  should  ever  be  any 
question  as  to  whether  the  motion  picture 
theatre  is  essential. 

Exhibitors  have  willingly  and  at  great  cost 
and  sacrifice  done  their  part  in  pushing  every 
bond  drive  over  the  top.  Is  that  essential? 
They  have  worked  as  never  before  to  keep 
their  theatres  open,  thus  making  their  screens 
available  for  the  showing  of  war  information 
films — many  made  by  the  government — for 
the  dissemination  of  information  that  the 
government  deems  vital  to  the  public  weal, 
for  the  future  as  well  as  for  now.  Is  that  essen- 
tial? Motion  picture  theatres  are  actively  and 
constantly  engaged  in  more  war  work  than 
any  other  industry  except  those  that  actually 
produce  weapons  of  war.  And  every  branch 
of  this  business  is  likewise  doing  its  part — 
and  more! 

Motion  picture  exhibition  does  not  expect 
and,  perhaps,  does  not  even  want  a special 
ruling  as  to  its  essentiality.  But  it  is  entitled 
to  the  proper  consideration  for  those  efforts 
that  are  deemed  essential.  It  seeks  no  favors, 
but  it  deserves  to  be  rated  far  above  that 
general  classification  of  "amusements,"  into 
which  horse  racing,  dog  running  and  juke  box 
joints  are  lumped. 


court  to  consider  testimony  by  industry  repre- 
sentatives and  that  they  would  not  contest 
any  decisions  of  the  appeal  board  or  object 
to  court  consideration  of  the  adequacy  of 
arbitration  provisions  in  the  decree. 

The  defendants  said  the  appeal  board  has 
been  able  to  deal  effectively  with  various 
clearance  cases  presented  to  it.  They  con- 
tended criticism  of  arbitration  provisions  in 
the  decree  are  unjustified. 

The  defendants  said  they  would  contest 
the  government’s  claim  that  such  decisions 
could  be  used  in  evidence  against  them  in 
antitrust  prosecutions  and  denied  the  govern- 
ment’s contention  that  terms  of  the  decree 
expired  three  years  ago. 


Producers  Deny  Government  Charges ; 
Declare  Arbitration  the  Best  Method 
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"The  great  responsibility  I feel  as  National  f 
exchange  area  Chairman.  We  are  confident  t t 
responsibility  in  your  community.” 


NATIONAL  CHAIRMAN.  MOTION  PICTURE  INOUSTRY  1945  RED  CROSS  WAR  FUND  WEEK 


ipon  our  industry.  Again 
nized.  Again  you  are  asked 
i year  the  need  is  greater 
of  war  may  be,  the  job  of 
L The  splendid  results  of 
by  a substantial  margin. 

airman  is  shared  by  every 
t you,  too,  will  share  this 

A COLLECTION  AT  EVERY  SHOW 

MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY  IE  1945  RED  CROSS  FUND  WEEK 


YOUR 

PRESS  BOOK 


has  been  sent  to  you  by 
t class  mail.  In  its  pages 
you'll  find  everything  you 
need  for  a great  campaign 
— excepting  your  own  steam!  If  you 
haven’t  received  your  copy,  check 
with  National  Screen  Service. 


YOUR  TRAILER 

a terrific  heart  punch.  It 
INGRID  BERGMAN 
and  was  directed  by  Jac- 
ques Tourneur.  You  get  it  free.  Run 
it  at  every  performance. 


* 


and  other  display 
material  ...  all 
wrapped  up  in  a 
kit  ready  to  go  to  work 
for  you. 


YOUR 
FREE 
STERS 


YOUR  ACCESSORIES 

streamer,  valance,  badges,  slide,  etc., 
available  at  low  cost  from  National  Screen. 


This  advertisement  contributed  by  Columbia  Pictures) 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  - Monogram  Pictures  • Paramount, 
-I  Pictures  • Republic  Pictures  • RKO  Radio  Pictures  • 20th, 
Century-Fox  • United  Artists  • Universal  Pictures  • Warner  Bros.- 
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ALLIED  FLAYS  CURFEW  STIGMA 
IN  BYRNES'  CRACKDOWN  ORDER 


Linking  Theatres  and  Joints 
Is  Termed  Unfair  Slander 
By  Abram  F.  Myers 

By  AL  SHERMAN 

WASHINGTON— While  the  Allied  States 
Ass’n  was  issuing  a statement  blasting  the 
War  Manpower  Commission  for  coupling  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  with  “booze  joints,  taxi 
dance  halls  and  grunt  and  groan  arenas,” 
Mobilization  Director  James  F.  Byrnes  an- 
nounced that  instead  of  “requesting”  late 
spots  to  close  at  midnight  after  February  26, 
the  government  will  “crack  down”  on  those 
who  defy  the  edict. 

The  Byrnes  office  said  various  government 
agencies  have  been  ordered  to  take  stringent 
measures  to  enforce  the  “crackdown.”  These 
agencies  are  the  War  Production  Board,  the 
ODT  and  the  OPA. 

The  order  was  issued  by  the  mobilization 
office  in  an  effort  to  emphasize  the  need  for 
conservation  of  fuel  resources.  It  was  stated 
that  lack  of  compliance  with  the  previous 
“brownout”  regulations  had  made  the  present 
stringent  ruling  necessary. 

Allied  Charges  “Slander” 

Meantime,  Abram  Myers  on  behalf  of  Al- 
lied, issued  a statement  that  claimed  exhibi- 
tors were  “slandered  by  implication”  in  the 
latest  governmental  directive.  Myers’  state- 
ment fellows: 

“Allied  States  Ass’n  is  making  a survey  to 
ascertain  how  many  of  its  members,  if  any, 
will  be  adversely  affected  by  War  Mobilizer 
Byrnes’  midnight  closing  edict.  The  only 
after-midnight  shows  in  Allied  territory  this 
office  is  aware  of  are  conducted  for  the  bene- 
fit of  service  men  on  furlough  and  war  work- 
ers whose  working  hours  restrict  their  rec- 
leational  activities  to  the  hours  between  mid- 
night and  dawn. 

“In  one  city,  a war  production  center,  an 
all-night  operation  was  undertaken  at  the  re- 
quest of  authorities,  but  we  do  most  emphati- 
cally protest  this  growing  tendency  in  official 
quarters  to  classify  motion  picture  theatres 
along  with  drinking  places,  dance  halls,  sports 
arenas,  etc. 

“The  implications  of  such  classifications 
are  grossly  unfair,  whether  intended  or  not. 
Coupling  motion  picture  theatres  with  booze 
joints,  taxi  dance  halls  and  grunt  and  groan 
arenas  would  be  unfair  even  if  they  were  en- 
gaged merely  in  the  peacetime  business  of 
supplying  wholesome  entertainment  to  the 
family  trade. 

“Considering  the  large  amount  of  time  de- 
voted to  government  sponsored  reels  and  the 


Theatres  Affected  Least 
Of  All,  Says  Kuykendall 

Columbus,  Miss. — “In  my  opinion,” 
said  Ed  Kuykendall  of  MPTOA  in  a tele- 
gram to  BOXOFFICE  on  Wednesday 
night,  “the  midnight  closing  edict  will 
adversely  affect  picture  theatres  less  than 
any  other  amusement.”  He  continued: 

“It  is  not  for  us  to  say  whether  the 
government  is  right  or  wrong  in  this 
action. 

“MPTOA  has  always  supported  any  ac- 
tion the  government  takes  in  the  interest 
of  the  war  effort. 

“We  regret  this  action,  of  course,  but 
we  consider  it  only  temporary.” 


Exemptions  Are  Possible, 
But  Difficult  to  Obtain 

Washington — There  will  be  some  ex- 
emptions to  the  edict  ordering  midnight 
closings  of  all  amusement  enterprises  fol- 
lowing War  Mobilization  Director  Byrnes’ 
order  to  that  effect  operative  February 
26.  The  exemptions  would  cover  those 
theatres  catering  to  swing-shift  war 
workers. 

However,  a ruling  late  in  the  week  is  to 
the  effect  that  the  exemptions  will  be 
few  and  far  between  and  “borderline” 
cases  will  have  to  go  before  the  WMC. 

New  York  radio  stations  asked  about 
programs  that  continue  after  midnight. 
These  are  “borderline”  cases,  but  it  was 
strongly  intimated  there  would  be  few  if 
any  exemptions  here. 

“People  take  taxicabs  to  the  studios,” 
an  official  said.  “Remember,  transpor- 
tation is  one  of  the  items  involved  in 
the  order.” 


splendid  work  done  by  the  theatres  in  selling 
war  bonds  and  raising  funds  for  the  Red 
Cross  and  other  relief  agencies  such  classifi- 
cation shows  a woeful  lack  of  appreciation.” 

A.  Julian  Brylawski,  president  of  th» 
MPTO  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  asserted  that  the  theatres 
under  his  jurisdiction  would  cooperate  100 
per  cent  with  the  Byrnes  order. 

Jack  Bryson,  local  representative  for  the 
Hays  office,  stated  that  he  was  awaiting 
word  from  the  New  York  headquarters  of  the 
MPPDA  for  any  action  that  might  be  taken. 

Meantime,  the  Eafrle,  Capitol  and  the  How- 
ard, which  had  held  midnight  shows,  indi- 
cated they  would  comply  with  the  order. 
There  was  no  indication  from  the  Byrnes 
office  that  the  ban  would  be  lifted  with 
warmer  weather. 

Byrnes’  edict,  which  will  turn  the  present 
brownout  into  a midnight  blackout  on  rec- 
reation, calls  for  all  places  of  amusement  in 
the  country  to  close  at  midnight  each  day. 
It  applies  to  theatres,  bowling  alleys,  sports 
events,  night  clubs  and  other  forms  of  enter- 
tainment. 

However,  Washington  has  indicated  that 
exemptions  will  be  granted  to  motion  picture 
theatres  presenting  all-night  shows  for  swing- 
shift  workers. 


Texas  Showmen  Hail  Curfew  Rule 

As  Antidote  to  Hoodlum  Headache 

DALLAS — Texas  theatres,  at  least  in  key 
cities  and  larger  towns,  welcomed  War  Mobi- 
lization Director  James  F.  Byrnes’  order  that 
all  places  of  amusement  be  closed  down  at 
midnight  to  save  fuel. 

John  Adams,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Interstate  circuit,  said  the  order  will  be  com- 
plied with  and  that  all  houses  of  the  circuit 
will  be  locked  by  midnight.  He  said  that  mid- 
night shows  in  most  spots  had  been  discon- 
tinued some  time  ago  and  that  those  still 
being  run  would  be  stopped.  He  said  regular 
shows  would  stop  a few  minutes  before  mid- 
night and  the  house  cleared  by  the  straight- 
up  hour. 

Other  circuits  operating  in  Texas  signified 
a similar  intention  to  cooperate  fully.  S.  L. 
Oakley,  vice-president  of  Jefferson  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  said  his  circuit  had  cut  out  mid- 
night shows  long  ago  because  of  vandalism 
and  rowdyism.  He  said  his  circuit  can  easily 
comply  with  the  order. 


Ban  on  Late  Performances 
Hits  Hundreds,  But  All 
Hasten  to  Conform 

NEW  YORK — Hundreds  of  theatres  from 
coast-to-coast  which  run  late  or  midnight 
shows  were  affected  by  War  Mobilization 
Director  Byrnes’  request  to  clamp  a midnight 
curfew  on  all  places  of  amusement. 

Although  the  ruling  was  not  scheduled  to 
go  into  effect  until  February  26,  theatres 
throughout  the  country  changed  their  time 
schedules  to  conform  to  the  request  as  soon 
as  it  was  possible  to  do  so. 

Particularly  affected  by  the  ruling  were  key 
city  first  runs  and  Broadway  showcase  houses 
which  have  been  running  late  or  midnight 
shows.  Many  of  these  theatres  are  located 
in  war  centers  and  patronized  by  workers 
on  various  shifts. 

The  order  necessitated  in  many  cases  a 
reshuffling  of  operating  schedules.  There  was 
little  criticism  in  view  of  the  purported  ob- 
jectives— conservation  of  fuel  and  transpor- 
tation facilities. 

Subsequent  run  houses  from  coast-to-coast 
which  do  not  have  late  shows  during  the 
week,  but  only  on  weekends,  quickly  re- 
arranged their  time  schedules. 

Fast  Ad  Changes  Needed 

Issuance  of  the  order  caused  some  fast 
changes  on  the  part  of  theatre  operators,  in- 
cluding standing  notices  about  their  late  or 
midnight  shows  in  the  lobbies,  newspapers 
and  on  their  screens. 

Text  of  Byrnes’  announcement  issued  from 
the  White  House  follows: 

“Director  of  War  Mobilization  and  Recon- 
version James  F.  Byrnes  announced  that  he 
is  requesting  all  places  of  entertainment  to 
close  by  12  o’clock  midnight  each  day  starting 
February  26. 

“By  closing  at  ‘12  o’clock  midnight’  it  is 
meant  that  patrons  shall  leave  in  time  to 
permit  full  closing  by  that  time  . . .” 

On  Broadway  theatre  managers  declared 
that  few  of  the  larger  houses  would  be  af- 
fected to  any  extent  during  the  week  because 
few  of  them  run  much  later  than  midnight. 


Natural  Gas  Cut  Off  Again 

WASHINGTON — A two-day  ban  on  the  use 
of  natural  or  mixed  gas  in  amusement  places 
was  ordered  by  the  WPB  in  the  Appalachian 
region  as  result  of  a recurrence  of  a shortage 
in  that  area.  The  order  affected  theatres  in 
seven  states:  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
West  Virginia,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Kentucky 
and  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Myers  Raps  So-Called 
"Confiscatory  Edicts" 

Washington — After  issuing  his  original 
condemnation  of  the  midnight  closing 
edict,  Abram  Myers  issued  a statement 
insisting  the  order  would  not  save  fuel. 

“It  would  be  wiser  to  prevent  confis- 
catory edicts  before  they  are  issued,  than 
to  try  to  correct  them  after  they  are 
made,”  the  Allied  spokesman  said. 

He  quoted  an  Allied  bulletin  urging  ex- 
hibitors to  promote  fuel  conservation  on 
their  screens  and  asked  that  “audiences 
be  queried  on  whether  they  complied  with 
fuel  conservation  requests  and  then  sub- 
mit the  result  to  the  proper  authorities.” 
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MICKEY  ROONEY  as  MI  TAYLOR 

“Caps  his  career  with  an  inspired  performance 
as  the  wanderer.’’  —DAILY  VARIETY 


Aiding  Foreign  Producer 
A Peace  Step—Skouras 


Butte  Exhibitor  Files 
$408,000  Trust  Suit 

BUTTE,  MONT.— The  Park-Butte  Theatre 
Co.  has  brought  an  antitrust  suit  in  the  U.S. 
district  court  asking  $408,000  triple  damages 
from  eight  distributing  corporations  and  their 
respective  subsidiaries.  Operating  the  Park 
and  Montana  theatres  here,  the  plaintiff 
charges  conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade  and 
violation  of  the  Sherman  Antitrust  Law  and 
Clayton  Act  against  the  Salt  Lake  City  ex- 
changes of  20th-Fox,  Paramount,  RKO,  Co- 
lumbia, Republic,  United  Artists,  Monogram 
and  PRC. 

Plaintiff  alleges  that  defendants  forced  out 
of  business  75  per  cent  of  the  theatres  in  Sil- 
ver Bow  County,  leaving  only  houses  con- 
trolled by  20th-Fox,  and  operated  as  first  run 
theatres.  He  further  charges  that  imme- 
diately after  he  opened  the  Park  as  a sec- 
ond run  house,  the  defendants  refused  to  sell 
him  product,  booked  second  run  films  into 
their  own  houses,  and  reduced  admission 
prices. 

Subsequently,  plaintiff  leased,  renovated 
and  redecorated  a downtown  theatre,  which 
he  named  the  Montana.  Cost  of  equipping 
this  house  exceeded  $90,000,  he  says.  Plain- 
tiff charges  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  F.  H.  Ricket- 
son  and  Hall  Baetz,  representatives  of  the  de- 
fendants, with  “bringing  pressure  to  bear 
upon  his  creditors  to  sell  out  both  his  Peck 
and  Montana  theatres  by  promising  to  pur- 
chase the  houses  at  any  receiver’s  sale  or 
sheriff’s  sale  or  bankruptcy  proceedings 
which  the  creditors  might  bring  about.” 

Plaintiff  seeks  to  enjoin  defendant  dis- 
tributors from  dealing  exclusively  with 
“theatres”  owned  by  20th-Fox  or  its  theatre 
subsidiaries;  he  asks  also  that  they  be  re- 
strained from  preventing  him  from  obtain- 
ing product.  In  addition  he  requests  a court 
decree  declaring  null  and  void  contracts  en- 
tered into  between  the  several  defendants 
“which  tend  to  restrain  trade  and  create  a 
monopoly.” 

Earle  N.  Genzberger  and  Francis  J.  McGan 
are  attorneys  for  the  exhibitor. 

M.  Kusell,  C.  Smith  Take 
Vanguard  Sales  Posts 

NEW  YORK — Milton  Kusell,  former  dis- 
trict manager  for  Paramount,  will  become 
eastern  supervisor  of  sales  for  Vanguard,  ac- 
cording to  Neil  Agnew,  vice-president  of  the 
latter  organization.  Cresson  Smith,  previously 
associated  with  UA  and  RKO,  will  be  west 
coast  supervisor  of  sales,  with  headquarters 
in  Los  Angeles.  Sam  Horowitz  will  continue 
as  sales  supervisor  for  the  middle  west  and 
south,  operating  from  Chicago  headquarters. 

Vanguard’s  new  setup  marks  the  formation 
of  divisional  sales  control,  and  eliminates  the 
former  post  of  domestic  general  sales  man- 
ager. Henceforth,  all  sales  will  be  supervised 
by  Agnew.  The  appointments  are  effective 
as  of  March  1. 

Winnipeg  Projectionists' 
Strike  Is  Short-Lived 

WINNIPEG — Eighteen  theatres  closed  by  a 
short-lived  strike  of  projectionists  here  re- 
opened Monday,  February  19,  when  the  strik- 
ing booth  men  agreed  to  go  back  to  work  on 
condition  that  there  would  be  no  discrimina- 
tion against  them  and  no  salary  deductions. 

The  striking  projectionists  also  reserved  the 
right  to  apply  later  to  the  regional  wartime 
labor  relations  board  for  certification.  Thea- 
tre operators  agreed  to  the  conditions. 


Evans  Assumes  New  Post 

PHILADELPHIA — Frank  B.  Evans  has 
been  appointed  branch  manager  for  Altec 
Service  Corp.  by  D.  A.  Peterson,  district  man- 
ager. 


NEW  YORK  — Encouragement  of  motion 
picture  production  in  foreign  lands  and  free 
flow  of  pictures  in  and  out  of  the  U.S.  with- 
out “barriers  and  restrictions”  was  advocated 
by  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  20th-Fox  president, 
speaking  at  the  first  annual  “One  World” 
dinner  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

The  function  was  held  Sunday  night  on 
the  birthday  of  the  late  Wendell  Willkie.  A 
distinguished  audience  gathered  to  witness 
the  presentation  of  three  One  World  awards 
to  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  production  for  20th-Fox;  Brig.  Gen.  David 
Sarnoff,  president  of  RCA,  and  Kent  Cooper, 
executive  director  of  the  Associated  Press. 

Because  of  the  pressure  of  production  ac- 
tivities on  the  coast,  Zanuck  was  unable  to 
attend,  but  the  award  was  accepted  in  his 
name  by  Skouras. 

Tribute  Paid  to  Zanuck 

In  speaking  of  Zanuck,  Skouras  declared, 
“He  has  devoted  many  years  of  a long  career 
to  the  production  of  motion  pictures  dealing 
with  the  betterment  of  humanity.  Your 
recognition  of  his  efforts  has  meant  a great 
deal  to  him  and  he  is  very  appreciative.  A 
picture  such  as  ’Wilson,’  for  which  you  are 
honoring  Mr.  Zanuck  tonight,  represents 
something  more  than  a commercial  venture 
on  the  part  of  the  producer  and  the  com- 
pany which  made  it. 

“Yet,  great  as  the  production  of  ‘Wilson’ 
is,  I think  that  all  good  pictures,  even  those 
of  a purely  hedonistic  quality,  have  con- 
tributed in  considerable  measure  to  inter- 
national understanding,”  Skouras  said. 

Stating  his  reasons  for  encouraging  the 
growth  of  film  industries  in  foreign  lands, 
Skouras  said,  “Certainly,  American  motion 
pictures  shown  in  other  countries  permit  the 
people  of  these  countries  to  see  us  as  we  are. 
And,  by  the  same  token,  pictures  made  abroad 
and  shown  here  permit  us  to  see  the  people 
of  those  countries  as  they  are.  We  get  to 
know  each  other,  and  soon  learn  that  men 
and  women  and  children  are  the  same  the 
world  over;  that  in  reality  this  is — and  we 
live  in — ‘One  World.’  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I believe  that  motion  pictures  made  in 
lands  other  than  our  own  should  be  shown 
in  America.” 

Skouras  went  on  to  say,  “I  believe  in  the 
free  flow  of  motion  pictures  into  and  out  of 
cur  country  without  barriers  and  restrictions. 


SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS 


It  is  economically  sound  and  internationally 
good,  and  the  world  will  soon  learn  that 
what  is  internationally  good  is  also  sound. 

Speaking  of  the  future  of  the  film  industry, 
Skouras  said,  “Now  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry is  moving  into  new  ground.  It  has 
come  of  age  since  the  war.  It  has  become 
aware  of  its  responsibilities  and  is  ready  to 
shoulder  them.  I do  not  mean  by  this  that 
we  are  ready  to  forget  the  primary  purpose 
of  entertainment.  That  is  the  mainspring 
which  makes  all  else  possible. 

Gradual  Shifting  in  Emphasis 

“But  in  the  years  to  come,  you  will  see  a 
gradual  shifting  in  emphasis.  You  will  see 
films  whose  sole  purpose  is  but  to  entertain 
and  divert.  Also,  you  will  see  many  more 
films  which  not  only  entertain  but  at  the 
same  time  enlighten  and  instruct  . . . The 
techniques  for  this  approach  are  ready  for 
our  use.  The  motion  picture  industry  knows 
how  to  apply  them.  To  apply  them  fully  and 
effectively,  however,  we  must  have  the  en- 
lightened support  of  the  people.  We  cannot 
do  the  proper  job  if  the  industry  is  to  be 
pulled  in  all  directions  by  opposing  forces 
from  the  outside. 

“We  need  and  must  have  liberty  of  action 
within  the  bounds  of  decency  and  good  taste. 

“We,  too,  need  the  four  freedoms.  The 
screens  of  the  world,  speaking  through  pic- 
tures, one  of  man’s  earliest  and  easiest  ways 
to  understand  languages,  are  dissolving  ig- 
norance and  prejudice,  widening  horizons  of 
thought,  opening  the  eyes  of  millions  to  bet- 
ter ways  of  living.  Like  the  press  and  radio, 
they  are  tremendous  forces  for  good.” 

Concluding.  Skouras  said,  “The  three  indus- 
tries represented  here  tonight  reach  all  the 
people  in  America  and  many  millions  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Press,  radio  and  motion 
pictures,  with  their  potential  influence  on 
so  many  millions,  can  do  more  to  promote 
world  peace  and  cooperation  than  all  the 
conferences  and  planning  of  statesmen  com- 
bined.” 

Sarnoff  Discusses  Television 

General  Sarnoff  declared  that  “television 
looms  as  a new  link  in  better  understanding 
between  nations.”  He  said  that  the  rapidly 
improved  wartime  research  in  the  video  field 
was  a giant  step  in  insuring  future  interna- 
tional solidarity,  and  urged  that  further  study 
be  conducted  in  the  uses  of  television  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  world. 

“Let  there  be  no  doubt,”  General  Sarnoff 
said,  “That  the  world  eventually  will  have 
international  television.  It  will  be  a new 
educational  force  with  a double  appeal  to  the 
eye  and  ear,  put  at  man’s  disposal  by  science, 
to  give  him  a new  and  more  intimate  under- 
standing of  his  neighbors.  Pictures  are  an 
international  language.  They  convey  clearer 
and  quicker  impressions  than  words  spoken 
in  a foreign  tongue,  or  written  in  a foreign 
language.  Nations  will  then  see  themselves 
as  others  see  them,  for  the  world  is  destined 
to  go  sight-seeing  by  radio.  People  every- 
where will  understand,  as  never  before,  how 
freedom  functions  in  the  democracies.” 

Other  honored  guests  of  the  One  World 
committee,  of  which  Mrs.  Hjordis  Swenson  is 
chairman,  were  Leonard  Brockington,  K.  C., 
former  chairman  of  the  board  of  governors 
of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  and  for- 
mer special  adviser  to  the  MOI;  Dr.  Carlos 
Davila,  former  president  of  Chile  and  former 
Chilean  ambassador  to  the  U.S.;  Gov.  Ray- 
mond E.  Baldwin  of  Connecticut;  Russell 
Davenport,  author  and  former  close  associate 
of  Wendell  Willkie;  Charles  E.  Hughes  jr.  and 
Lloyd  Stratton,  secretary  of  the  Associated 
Press. 
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Skouras  Looks  Ahead 

gOME  of  those  who  read  Spyros  Skouras’ 
speech,  favoring  the  encouragement  of 
production  in  foreign  countries  and  free 
exchange  of  films  without  restrictions  be- 
tween all  countries,  may  be  a bit  startled. 
Some  foreign  governments  have  been  pro- 
ceeding on  the  theory  that  American  dis- 
tributors should  finance  their  native  prod- 
uct through  all  kinds  of  plain  and  fancy 
taxes  and  quotas.  Nobody  will  quarrel  with 
Skouras’  assertion  that  films  should  move 
freely  from  one  country  to  another  without 
restrictions.  His  suggestion  is  a concilia- 
tory gesture  in  the  field  of  international 
relations.  BUT . 

Russia  insists  a Soviet  picture  should  be 
taken  for  exhibition  in  this  country  for 
every  American  film  admitted  there.  J. 
Arthur  Rank  and  the  British  have  the 
same  idea  as  a future  possibility.  Spain 
insists  we  distribute  Spanish  pictures. 

How  to  convince  them  that  their  pic- 
tures are  welcome  here  is  the  problem. 
European  producers  proceed  on  the  theory 
that  it  is  possible  to  force  product  into 
theatres  in  the  United  States.  They  fail  to 
grasp  the  point  that  the  job  of  making  the 
pictures  popular  with  American  audiences 
is  up  to  them.  It’s  a selling  as  well  as  a 
production  problem.  Some  of  these  days 
a lavishly  financed  international  selling 
organization  may  be  set  up  here  prepared 
to  get  results  the  hard  way. 

No  American  distributor  tries  to  sell  a 
picture  in  any  foreign  market  without  the 
same  elaborate  promotion  he  gives  it  in 
the  home  market.  Why  any  foreign  pro- 
ducer should  expect  to  pass  a print  through 
customs  and  then  sit  back  and  wait  for 
grosses  happens  to  be  one  of  the  current 
mysteries. 

* * * 

Newsreel  Coming? 

^^ARNERS'  announcement  that  it  will 
issue  monthly  shorts  called  “Overseas 
Roundup,”  which  are  to  be  made  up  from 
footage  released  by  the  army  and  navy 
may  indicate  the  company  is  still  toying 
with  the  idea  of  starting  a newsreel  when 
conditions  permit.  The  company’s  pur- 
chase of  a million  dollar  site  for  a tele- 
vision station  on  top  of  the  Hollywood- 
land  hills  may  also  indicate  some  new 
ideas  on  fast  transmission  of  news  pic- 
tures by  air  is  in  the  offing.  Prints  of 
pictures  sent  by  air  or  co-axial  cable  can 
be  projected  in  the  usual  way,  the  en- 
gineers say. 

* * * 

^HOSE  film  executives  who  are  not  buy- 
ing hay  and  oats  by  the  carload  will 
probably  start  ribbing  Bing  Crosby  and 
the  rest  of  the  horsey  set  any  day  now. 

* * * 

Omigosh!  These  Critics! 

gOSLEY  CROWTHER,  in  the  New  York 
Times,  gets  into  an  involved  discus- 
sion of  horror  films  and  works  himself  up 
to  this:  “This  is  a simple  explanation  for 
the  present  concatenous  spate.”  Later  he 
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writes  that  “no  tenebrous  moods  are 
aroused”  by  “Guest  in  the  House.”  Can 
you  imagine  a film  without  a tenebrous 
mood? 

* * * 

JJNIVERSAL’s  annual  report,  in  itself  one 
of  the  most  interesting  and  best  print- 
ed things  of  its  kind  ever  seen  in  this 
industry,  was  followed  by  two-column,  14- 
inch  ads  in  some  New  York  dailies  with 
graph  illustrations. 

* * * 

^•HOSE  long-joked-about  weekend  trips 
to  London  that  have  intrigued  film  men 
for  years  are  here.  Recently  an  executive 
walked  into  the  home  office  before  10 
a.  m.  and  said  he  had  had  lunch  in  Lon- 
don the  previous  day.  On  June  1,  says 
TWA,  12-hour  service  will  be  started.  Get- 
ting aboard  until  the  war’s  end  will  be  a 
feat,  but  the  war  will  not  last  forever. 

* * * 

pOREIGN  managers  read  the  war  news 
before  they  open  their  mail.  Latest  de- 
velopments— Turkey  is  beginning  to  look 
like  a good  postwar  market:  they  are  hope- 
ful about  Greece;  they  are  frankly  wor- 
ried about  exhibition  prospects  in  areas 
controlled  or  to  be  controlled  by  Russia. 

* * * 

gAMUEL  GOLDWYN  will  get  a priority 
seat  in  a plane  to  Europe.  He  is  going 
over  on  a special  mission  for  the  FEA — 
Federal  Economic  Administration. 

* * * 

pHE  British  Ministry  of  Information 
changed  the  title  of  “Western  Ap- 
proaches” to  “Atlantic  Adventure”  because 
a number  cf  American  exhibitors  com- 
plained it  scunded  too  much  like  a cowboy 
picture. 


— Reni  Newsphoto 

CROUCH  IS  CITED— George  Crouch, 
assistant  general  zone  manager  of  War- 
ner Bros.,  is  shown  accepting  a treasury 
department  citation  for  outstanding  work 
in  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive.  Left  to  right 
are  Hugh  Lynch  of  the  war  finance  com- 
mittee; Crouch;  Wilmer  J.  Waller,  chair- 
man of  the  drive  in  Washington,  and 
A.  J.  Brylawski,  president  of  the  MPTO 
of  Washington. 


Two-Men  Teams  Tour 
Couniry  for  R.  C. 

NEW  YORK — Nine  teams  of  two  men  each 
are  on  a rapid  tour  of  the  country  in  con- 
nection with  the  Red  Cross  campaign. 

The  schedule  follows: 

Northeastern — Boston,  New  Haven,  Albany 
and  Buffalo,  with  Ben  Kalmenson  and  Maj. 
L.  E.  Thompson  in  charge — Boston,  Hotel 
Statler,  February  23;  New  Haven,  Hotel  Taft, 
24;  Albany,  Ten  Eyck  Hotel,  25;  Buffalo, 
Hotel  Statler,  26. 

Eastern— Washington,  D.  C.,  Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland,  with  N.  Peter  Rath- 
von  and  William  Scully  in  charge — Washing- 
ton, Hotel  Statler,  February  23;  Philadelphia, 
Ritz-Carleton,  24;  Pittsburgh,  Hotel  William 
Penn,  25;  Cleveland,  Hotel  Statler,  26. 

Eastern  central — Detroit,  Cincinnati,  In- 
dianapolis, with  Abe  Montague  and  Si  Fabian 
in  charge — Detroit,  Hotel  Cadillac,  February 
23;  Detroit,  Hotel  Netherlands-Plaza,  24;  In- 
dianapolis, Hotel  Lincoln-Plaza,  25. 

Southeastern  district — Charlotte,  Atlanta, 
New  Orleans,  with  Henderson  M.  Richey  and 
Henry  Reeve  in  charge — Charlotte,  Hotel 
Charlotte,  February  23;  Atlanta,  Atlanta 
Athletic  Club,  24;  New  Orleans,  Roosevelt 
Hotel,  25. 

O’Donnell  and  Connors  South 

Southwestern  — Memphis,  Oklahoma  City, 
Dallas,  with  R.  J.  O’Donnell  and  Tom  Con- 
nors in  charge — Memphis,  Hotel  Peabody, 
February  23;  Oklahoma  City,  Skirvin  Hotel, 
24;  Dallas,  Adolphus  Hotel,  25. 

Midwestern — Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Mil- 
waukee, with  Robert  Mochrie  and  M.  A. 
Lightman  in  charge  — Chicago,  Blackstone 
Hotel,  February  23;  Minneapolis,  Nicollet 
Hotel,  24;  Milwaukee,  Schroeder  Hotel,  26. 

Prairie  district — St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Des 
Moines  and  Omaha,  with  Carl  Leserman, 
Francis  Harmon  and  Martin  Smith  in  charge 
— St.  Louis,  Coronado  Hotel,  February  23; 
Kansas  City,  Hotel  Muehlebach,  24;  Des 
Moines,  Kirkwood  Hotel,  25;  Omaha,  Fonte- 
nelle  Hotel,  26. 

Rocky  Mountain  district — Salt  Lake  City 
and  Denver,  with  Herman  Wobber  and  Rick 
Ricketson  in  charge — Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Hotel,  February  23;  Denver,  Palace  Hotel,  24. 

West  coast  district — Los  Angeles,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Portland  and  Seattle,  with  Ned  E. 
Depinet  and  Charles  Skouras  in  charge — Los 
Angeles,  Ambasador  Hotel,  February  23;  San 
Francisco,  St.  Francis  Hotel,  24;  Portland, 
Benson  Hotel,  25;  Seattle,  Olympia  Hotel,  26. 

Tele  Big  Aid  to  Postwar 
Program,  Says  Engineer 

PATERSON,  N.  J. — Television  offers  the 
principal  hope  for  advertising  to  do  twice 
the  selling  job  in  1945  that  it  did  in  1939, 
according  to  Milton  J.  Alexander,  advertis- 
ing manager  for  Allen  B.  DuMont  Labora- 
tories, Inc.,  who  spoke  before  the  Passaic 
County  Electrical  League  Wednesday. 

Alexander  pointed  out  that  our  present  na- 
tional production  is  at  about  twice  the  peak 
peacetime  business  volume  of  80  billion  dol- 
lars. He  predicted  that  most  of  the  burden 
of  holding  our  postwar  economy  at  this  level 
would  fall  on  advertising  and  therefore  some 
wholly  new  and  potent  advertising  medium 
was  needed.  Television  was  this  new  medium, 
Alexander  declared. 


IATSE  to  Aid  Red  Cross 

NEW  YORK— IATSE  has  pledged  its  full 
support  to  the  Red  Cross  drive,  March  15-21, 
according  to  a letter  received  from  Richard 
F.  Walsh,  international  president,  addressed 
to  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national  industry  chair- 
man. 


24 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  24,  1945 


DR.  GALLUP  HAS  GONE 
INTO  THIS  QUESTION  OF 


LEADERSHIP 


"Did  I hear 
a claim 
drop?” 


M-G-M 
DOMINATES 
FEATURE  A 
POPULARITY 

Leo  has  twice  as  many  hits 
as  any  other  company! 


PHOTOPLAY 

MAGAZINE 

AWARDS 

Based  on  Gallup  Poll 


4 OUT  OF  FIRST  10 

('A  Guy  Named  Joe';  'Mrs.  Parkington'; 

'See  Here,  Private  Hargrove'; 

'Two  Girls  And  A Sailor') 

Next  Companies  2,  2,  1,  1. 


10  OUT  OF  FIRST  22 

Next  Companies  5,  2,  2,  1,  1,  1. 


AND  ACCLAIMED  BY  THE  NATION! 

GREER  GARSON 

WINS  PHOTOPLAY  MEDAL  FOR  ' 

MOST  POPULAR  FILM  ACTRESS 

_ Watch  For  Press  Book!  Use  It! 


MGM 


Premiere  of  "Co-Pilot" 
Gala  Event  in  Macon 


MACON,  GA. — With  tickets  at  $10  apiece, 
a $10,000  gross  will  be  realized  from  the  gala 
premiere  of  Warners’  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot” 
given  here  on  Wednesday  night  at  the  Grand 
Theatre.  All  proceeds  are  being  donated  to 
the  Army  Air  Forces  Aid  Society. 

Lamar  Swift,  city  manager  for  Lucas  and 
Jenkins,  reports  also  that  as  a result  of  the 
intense  interest  aroused  by  the  two  months 
advance  campaign,  the  run  of  “Co-Pilot” 
here  will  continue  at  least  three  times  as 
long  as  usual  engagements.  The  film  will 
play  three  weeks  at  the  Grand,  then  go  to 
another  house,  and  possibly  a third. 

One  of  the  largest  crowds  in  the  history  of 
this  Georgia  town  lined  up  on  the  sidewalks 
Tuesday  for  the  announced  gasless  parade, 
the  first  event  in  a two-day  program,  but 
rain  interfered,  and  the  parade  instead  was 
announced  for  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Georgia’s  governor,  several  mayors  and 
army  officials,  commenting  on  the  unprece- 
dented turnout  for  the  various  events  honor- 
ing Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott  and  the  film  based 
on  his  career,  said  the  industry’s  spirit  of 
public  service,  resourcefulness  and  ability  to 
arouse  enthusiasm  in  worthy  causes  was  cer- 
tainly exemplified  in  the  present  premiere. 

Among  those  who  paid  tribute  also  to  the 
motion  picture  theatre  as  a community  in- 
stitution were  Mayor  Charles  Bowden  of 
Macon;  Mayor  William  Hartsfield  of  Atlanta; 
Governor  Ellis  Arnall  and  Gen.  Thomas  G. 
Hearn  of  Camp  Wheeler. 

Stars  at  Army  Camps 

The  three  stars  in  attendance,  Dennis  Mor- 
gan, Alan  Hale  and  Janis  Paige,  made  ap- 
pearances at  several  army  camps  and  hos- 
pitals, and  were  featured  in  a series  of  broad- 
casts over  both  local  stations,  and  while 
Colonel  Scott  was  interviewed  over  a coast- 
to-coast  network  by  John  B.  Kennedy.  The 
Junior  League  of  Macon  wound  up  the  fes- 
tivities with  a grand  ball  in  the  civic  audi- 
torium. 

Quite  an  unusual  feature  of  the  premiere 
was  the  fact  that  virtually  every  residence 
in  Macon,  as  well  as  mercantile  establish- 
ments, flew  bunting  and  other  decorations  in 
keeping  with  the  gala  event. 

William  K.  Jenkins,  head  of  the  Lucas  and 
Jenkins  circuit,  said  the  turnout  was  not 
only  a tribute  to  Colonel  Scott  and  the  pic- 
ture, but  also  to  the  public’s  increasingly  high 
regard  for  the  motion  picture  screen. 

The  three  stars  left  Thursday  morning  for 
the  west  coast,  while  Mort  Blumenstock’s 
party  from  Warners  home  office  arrived  back 
in  New  York  on  Friday. 


Atlantans  Give  Rousing  Welcome 
To  Stars  En  Route  to  Premiere 

ATLANTA — The  “people  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry”  were  lauded  for  their  wartime 
contribution  to  soldier  and  civilian  morale 
by  Mayor  William  Hartsfield  of  Atlanta  in 
welcoming  three  Warner  Bros,  stars  to 
Georgia  for  the  premiere  of  “God  Is  My  Co- 
Pilot.” 

The  three  stars,  Dennis  Morgan,  Alan  Hale 
and  Janis  Paige,  stopped  off  here  en  route  to 
Macon  for  the  world  premiere.  They  were 
given  a rousing  welcome  by  a large  delega- 
tion which  included  Macon  and  Atlanta  city 
officials,  an  exhibitor  group  headed  by  Wil- 
liam K.  Jenkins,  head  of  the  Lucas  and  Jen- 
kins circuit,  and  representatives  of  the  press. 
An  army  escort  was  provided  to  take  the  mo- 
tion picture  stars  on  a tour  of  army  hospitals 
and  camps  in  this  area. 

“Speaking  for  the  people  of  Atlanta  as  well 


as  for  myself,  I want  to  say  that  we  not  only 
share  with  Macon  the  honor  accorded  our 
state  by  holding  the  premiere  of  Col.  Robert 
Lee  Scott’s  ‘God  Is  My  Co-Pilot’  in  Macon  but 
to  commend  you  people  of  the  motion  picture 
industry  for  your  many  fine  wartime  contri- 
butions to  the  entertainment  and  morale  of 
our  soldiers  overseas  and  the  workers  on  the 
home  front,”  Mayor  Hartsfield  declared. 

Warner  representatives  on  hand  for  the 
welcoming  ceremonies  here  included  Mort 
Blumenstock  of  the  home  office;  Ralph  Mc- 
Coy, southern  district  manager,  and  Branch 
Manager  Henry  G.  Krumm. 

As  evidence  of  the  keen  interest  the  world 
premiere  has  aroused  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, Atlanta  papers  have  been  running  daily 
stories  on  the  Macon  premiere  and  both  the 
Atlanta  Constitution  and  Journal  sent  re- 
porters to  Macon  to  do  advance  stories. 

In  addition  to  the  newspaper  publicity  the 
premiere  rated  two  coast-to-coast  radio  hook- 
ups on  one  of  which  John  B.  Kennedy  inter- 
viewed Colonel  Scott. 

Warner  Quarter  Net 
Up  to  $2,350,000 

WILMINGTON  — Warner  Bros.  Pictures, 
Inc.,  and  subsidiaries  showed  a net  profit 
after  taxes  of  approximately  $2,350,000  for 
the  quarter  ended  November  25,  1944,  as  com- 
pared with  a net  profit  of  $1,981,730  for  the 
same  period  in  1943,  according  to  preliminary 
figures  released  at  the  company’s  annual 
stockholders’  meeting.  This  is  equivalent  to 
63  cents  per  share  of  common  stock  outstand- 
ing, compared  to  53  cents  for  the  correspond- 
ing period  a year  ago. 

Warner  officials  reported  a net  reduction 
of  $2,853,000  in  consolidated  funded  debt 
since  September  1,  1944,  bringing  the  total 
funded  and  other  long-term  debt  of  the  com- 
pany and  subsidiaries  to  approximately  $46,- 
800,000. 

Replying  to  inquiries  about  the  company’s 
dividend  policy,  officials  said  it  was  the  man- 
agement’s intention  to  continue  to  apply 
available  cash  receipts  to  reducing  the  com- 
pany’s outstanding  debt.  Officials  indicated 
the  program  of  debt  reduction  is  directed  to- 
ward the  ultimate  goal  of  placing  the  com- 
mon stock  on  a sound  dividend  basis. 

The  following  were  re-elected  as  directors 
of  the  company:  Samuel  Carlisle,  Stanleigh 
P.  Friedman,  Charles  S.  Guggenheimer,  Sam- 
uel Schneider  and  Morris  Wolf. 


Grace  Rosenield  Draws 
Lucky  Number , and  . . . 

New  York  — Grace  Rosenfeld,  eastern 
representative  for  Hal  Roach,  insists  it 
was  all  on  the  level  . . . but! 

At  the  Ampa  meeting  at  the  Hickory 
House,  Miss  Rosenfeld  was  accorded  the 
honor  of  drawing  for  the  door  prize.  “Bet- 
ter not  pick  your  own  number!”  bellowed 
one  of  the  Ampa  diners.  “It  would  be 
quite  embarrassing  if  I did,”  replied  Miss 
Rosenfeld. 

Just  then  Dave  Bader,  secretary  and 
majordomo,  passed  the  hat  to  Miss  Rosen- 
feld, saying:  “Fire  away!”  And  what  do 
you  think  happened?  She  picked  her  own 
number,  and  was  her  face  red! 


Loew's  Net  for  1944 
Fiscal  Year  Upward 

NEW  YORK — A net  income  of  $14,517,- 
256.79,  after  provisions  for  depreciation  and 
taxes,  was  reported  by  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and 
wholly  owned  subsidiaries  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Aug.  31,  1944.  This  compares  with 
a net  of  $13,422,853  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  net  for  the  1944  fiscal  year  is  equiva- 
lent to  $8.61  a share  on  the  1,685,109  shares 
outstanding,  as  compared  with  $8.01  per  share 
on  the  1,675,213  shares  of  stock  outstanding 
in  1943. 

A special  meeting  of  stockholders  has  been 
called  for  March  29  to  vote  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  board  of  directors  for 
splitting  up  each  share  of  common  stock  of 
the  company  into  three  shares  of  such  com- 
mon stock.  The  proposed  amendment  of  the 
certificate  of  incorporation  to  provide  a suf- 
ficient amount  of  common  stock  for  the 
splitup  also  includes  the  elimination  of  all 
authorized  preferred  stock,  none  of  which 
is  presently  outstanding. 

Operating  revenues  for  the  1944  fiscal  year, 
including  theatre  receipts,  rentals  and  sales 
of  films  and  accessories,  income  from  rent 
and  miscellaneous  income  came  to  $165,939,- 
527.76.  Operating  and  general  expenses  came 
to  $119,791,804.20,  reducing  the  gross  income 
to  $30,808,550.24.  Other  income,  including 
dividends  received,  . interest  and  discounts 
earned,  profits  on  sales  of  securities  and 
miscellaneous  brought  the  gross  income  up 
to  $31,525,783.04.  Other  deductions  brought 
the  gross  income,  before  taxes,  to  $28,128,- 
187.51. 

Federal  taxes,  including  income  and  ex- 
cess profits  taxes,  amounted  to  $12,940,925.05, 
and  reduced  the  net  income  to  $15,187,262.46. 
From  this  was  taken  the  minority  interests’ 
share,  which  came  to  $549,920.54.  Share  of  net 
income  of  all  corporations  belonging  to 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  came  to  $14,637,341.92.  From  this 
was  taken  the  net  undistributed  income  of 
partly  owned  corporations,  which  amounted 
to  $120,086.13.  This  brought  the  net  income 
of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and  wholly  owned  subsidi- 
aries to  $14,517,255.79. 

Atlas  Financial  Report 
Shows  Asset  Increase 

NEW  YORK — The  asset  value  of  the  com- 
mon stock  of  Atlas  Corp.  was  approximately 
$21.98  per  share  at  the  end  of  1944.  This  is 
an  increase  of  $2.97  over  the  corresponding 
figure  for  the  preceding  year,  according  to 
the  annual  report  for  the  period  ending  Dec. 
31,  1944.  Total  assets  of  the  corporation  were 
listed  as  $69,624,518. 

The  report  contained  a letter  to  the  share- 
holders from  Floyd  B.  Odium,  president  of 
the  corporation.  Odium  is  also  chairman  of 
the  board  of  RKO  Corp.  and  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  RKO  Radio  Pictures. 
The  letter  explained  that  the  increase  in 
asset  value  was  after  dividend  payments  dur- 
ing the  year  of  $2,190,251,  of  which  $1,031,207 
was  paid  on  the  outstanding  preferred  stock 
and  $1,159,044  on  the  outstanding  common. 
The  asset  value  of  Atlas  common  stock  has 
increased  from  $12.26  a share  to  $21.98  over 
the  past  four  years. 

The  remainder  of  the  letter  dealt  with  the 
financial  activities  of  other  Atlas  subsidiaries, 
including  Bonwit  Teller,  Inc.,  Franklin  & 
Simon  Co.,  Inc.,  Ogden  Corp.  and  Pan-Ameri- 
can Airways  Corp. 


Break  SF  Opening  Record 

SAN  FRANCISCO— “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You” 
broke  all-time  gross  and  attendance  records 
for  opening  day  business  at  the  Fox.  The 
Ginger  Rogers  starrer  topped  opening  day 
grosses  of  both  “Going  My  Way”  and  “Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis.” 
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Producers  Plea  in  SPU 
Row  Aired  in  Capital 


Bert  Kulick  Is  Made 
Sales  Head  at  PRC 

NEW  YORK — Bert  Kulick,  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  PRC  who  was  recently  placed  on 
the  inactive  list  as  a lieutenant  commander 
in  the  navy,  was  appointed  general  manager 
of  domestic  distribution  and  Morris  Safier, 
western  division  sales  manager,  by  Leon 
Fromkess,  president  of  the  company. 

Leo  J.  McCarthy,  general  sales  manager  for 
the  past  year,  will  take  a production  post  in 
the  company’s  studios. 

Kulick  will  make  his  headquarters  in  New 
York  and  act  as  sales  manager.  Safier,  for- 
mer Warners  sales  executive  and  more  re- 
cently midwest  division  manager  of  UA,  will 
have  charge  of  PRC  sales  in  exchanges  west 
of  Chicago.  He  will  make  his  headquarters 
at  the  PRC  studio  in  Hollywood. 

Fromkess  is  expected  to  announce  further 
acquisition  of  key  city  exchanges  before  he 
returns  to  the  coast  from  a visit  here.  He 
said  the  company  intends  to  control  its  own 
distribution  completely  as  soon  as  practicable. 

In  line  with  expansion  of  the  distribution 
organization,  Fromkess  recently  appointed 
Jack  Adams  jr.  southern  division  manager. 

PRC  now  owns  and  operates  exchanges  in 
Los  Angeles,  Dallas,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati, 
Detroit,  Pittsburgh,  Omaha  and  Des  Moines. 

The  PRC  chief  said  that  the  studio’s  in- 
creased budgets  and  higher  production  stand- 
ards meriting  preferred  playing  time  in  the 
A houses,  necessitated  expansion  of  the  dis- 
tributing facilities. 

RKO  Will  Hook  Up  Shorts 
With  Weekly  Magazine 

NEW  YORK — The  This  Is  America  short 
subject  series  and  This  Week  magazine  will 
collaborate  in  bringing  information  and  his- 
tory to  the  public  via  the  screen.  The  shorts 
series  is  released  by  RKO  and  produced  by 
Frederic  Ullman  jr.  Editors  of  the  magazine 
are  William  I.  Nichols  and  Jerry  Mason. 

This  Week  magazine  has  a circulation  of 
6,500,000,  and  appears  Sundays  in  21  news- 
papers in  21  key  cities  of  the  nation.  These 
cities,  with  but  three  exceptions,  parallel  the 
film  industry’s  exchange  centers.  The  first 
film  to  result  from  the  joint  effort,  “Qn 
Guard,”  will  be  tied  in  with  the  March  11 
issue.  The  magazine  will  carry  a two-page 
spread  of  FBI  activities,  upon  which  the 
short  is  based.  “On  Guard”  will  be  followed, 
by  “Honorable  Discharge.” 


His  Fifth  Son  in  Service 

NEW  YORK — When  Don  Sardinas  jr.,  as- 
sistant to  C.  C.  Ryan,  purchasing  agent  for 
Warner  Bros,  distribution  department,  is 
inducted  into  the  army  on  February  27,  it 
will  make  five  sons  in  the  service  for  Don 
Sardinas  sr.,  of  the  foreign  title  department 
at  Warners. 


FILM  BOOSTER— Rear  Adm.  C.  H. 
Woodward,  USN,  chief  of  the  industrial 
incentive  divisions,  says:  “As  long  as  the 
war  lasts  and  production  problems  con- 
tinue, I feel  motion  pictures  will  play  a 
vital  part  in  meeting  and  beating  urgent- 
ly-needed production  schedules.” 

BEF  Will  Distribute  for 
Monogram  in  Australia 

NEW  YORK — British  Empire  Films,  Ltd., 
Australia,  will  distribute  Monogram  product 
in  that  territory.  A long-term  contract  was 
signed  between  the  two  companies,  accord- 
ing to  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  operations  for  Monogram. 

The  deal  is  a renewal  of  the  existing  ar- 
rangement between  Monogram  and  BEF, 
which  has  been  Monogram’s  distributor  in 
Australia  for  many  years.  First  film  slated 
for  release  under  the  new  agreement  is 
“Forever  Yours.” 


Edward  McNamee  Quits 
NSS  Publicity  Post 

NEW  YORK — Edward  McNamee,  National 
Screen  Service’s  advertising  manager  since 
May,  1942,  has  resigned  and  will  announce 
his  plans  later.  No  successor  has  been  named 
as  yet. 


WASHINGTON — Decision  of  the  plea  sub- 
mitted by  producers  for  clarification  of  the 
NLRB  ruling  giving  the  Screen  Players  Union 
jurisdiction  over  bit  and  part  players  as  well 
as  extras  has  been  reserved  by  the  NLRB. 
Its  findings  will  be  announced  within  the 
next  two  weeks,  it  was  announced  by  Harry 
A.  Millis,  chairman  of  the  board. 

During  acrimonious  discussion  participated 
in  by  attorneys  for  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
and  the  Screen  Players  Union,  it  was  re- 
vealed that  the  SAG  had  preferred  member- 
ship in  the  4As  to  the  latter  union,  if  that 
newly-created  organization  would  accept 
jurisdiction  over  extras  only. 

This  proffer,  made  by  Paul  Turner,  exec- 
utive secretary  for  the  parent  amusement 
union,  was  categerically  refused,  it  was  stat- 
ed by  SPU  officials. 

Alfred  Wright,  RKO  attorney,  presented 
the  producers’  side  of  the  argument,  calling 
for  NLRB  intervention  in  the  jurisdictional 
dispute.  He  was  aided  by  Arthur  Freston, 
Warner  Brothers’  attorney.  It  was  the  pro- 
ducers’ contention  that  until  this  matter  is 
solved,  the  industry  faces  grave  labor  diffi- 
culties. 

In  argument  before  the  NLRB,  William 
Berger  attorney  for  the  SAG,  stated  that  a 
small  minority  of  SPU  members  actually 
worked  as  bit  players,  while  approximately 
3,500  members  of  the  SAG  are  classified  as 
bit  and  part  players.  It  is  these  players  who 
will  be  affected  by  the  NLRB  decision.  Alex- 
ander Schullman,  attorney  for  SPU,  countered 
with  the  statement  that  it  is  his  contention 
that  NLRB  ruling  following  the  recent  elec- 
tions should  prevail. 

It  was  revealed  that  out  of  331,000  man- 
days  of  work  during  1943,  involving  some 
5,000  extras,  only  2,300  working  days  as  bit 
players  were  accounted  for  by  approximately 
900  extras.  The  question  of  dual  unionism 
was  discussed  and  it  was  revealed  that  while 
the  SAG  would  accept  extras  within  its  ranks 
as  bit  players  and  would  recognize  extras  as 
members  of  the  SPU,  the  rival  group  refused 
to  accept  an  interchange  of  work. 

Nance  Explains  His  Stand 
On  Telephone  Television 

NEW  YORK — J.  J.  Nance,  vice-president 
of  Zenith  Radio  Corp.,  has  sent  a telegram 
to  Arthur  Levey,  president  of  Scophony 
Corp.  of  America,  denying  that  he  favored 
introduction  of  a subscription  system  for  tel- 
evision involving  the  use  of  a scrambling 
device  to  prevent  nonsubscribers  from  re- 
ceiving programs. 

He  says  that  in  a speech  before  the  New 
York  Society  of  Security  Analysts  he  sug- 
gested the  possibility  of  having  television  pro- 
grams sent  over  telephone  wires  with  sub- 
scribers charged  for  this  service  as  they  are 
charged  for  regular  telephone  service.  Intro- 
duction of  a scrambling  device  was  another 
possibility  suggested,  he  said. 

Jaffee  and  Bacon  Form 
Production  Concern 

HOLLYWOOD  — Sam  Jaffe  and  Lloyd 
Bacon  have  organized  Monroe  Productions, 
Inc.,  for  the  independent  production  of 
“Glittering  Hill,”  scheduled  to  face  the  cam- 
eras around  July.  No  release  has  been  set 
as  yet.  The  new  corporation  lists  capital 
stock  of  $200,000,  and  its  directors  are  Jaffe, 
Bacon  and  Noel  Singer. 


$ 7 a Reel  T ax  Up  in  Massachusetts 

Boston — Louis  T.  Capelle  of  Dorchester  last  week  presented  a petition  before  the 
Massachusetts  joint  legislative  committee  on  taxation  to  impose  upon  exhibitors  a 
levy  of  $1  per  reel.  Proceeds,  estimated  to  attain  eight  millions  yearly,  would  finance 
the  care  of  the  ill,  wounded  and  disabled  veterans  of  all  wars  and  pay  for  old  age 
assistance. 

If  the  bill  does  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  legislators,  Capelle  said  a 
graduated  scale  of  taxation  based  on  seating  capacity  might  be  used. 

Introduced  by  Leo  J.  Sullivan  was  a petition  setting  forth  that  “no  ticket  to  any 
amusement  house  or  licensed  theatre  shall  be  sold  for  more  than  the  price  set  forth 
on  the  ticket.”  This  met  with  strenuous  opposition  at  once  from  the  so-called  legiti- 
mate ticket  agencies  and  a bitter  fight  is  anticipated. 

Sullivan  also  introduced  a bill  requiring  the  raising  of  annual  license  fees  for 
theatre  ticket  agencies  to  $1,000  and  requiring  such  agencies  to  post  a $10,000  bond. 
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WATCH  FOR  THE  PRESS  BOOK!  USE  IT! 
RED  CROSS  DRIVE  - MARCH  15-21 
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Earl  Carroll  Sells  Republic 
Film  Rights  to  Properties 

Earl  Carroll,  who  through  the  years  has 
earned  himself  something  of  a reputation  as 
the  purveyor  of  “the  most  beautiful  girls  in 
the  world,”  has  sold  Republic  all  film  rights 
to  his  properties,  including  his  “Vanities” 
and  “Sketch  Book.”  Into  the  package  deal 
went  the  services  of  the  impresario  as  tech- 
nical advisor  on  any  pictures  based  on  his 
material  the  Valley  lot  may  make  during  the 
next  five  years. 

Paramount  Buys  “Two  Cafes"; 
Assigns  Harris  to  Production 

“A  Tale  of  Two  Cafes,”  short  story  authored 
by  Anthony  Gibbs,  son  of  Sir  Phillip  Gibbs, 
has  been  purchased  by  Paramount  and  as- 
signed to  Louis  Harris  for  feature  produc- 
tion. It  tells  of  the  rivalry  between  two  Paris 
eateries,  but  there  is  a possibility  that  the 
locale  may  be  changed  in  the  picture. 

Fromkess  Promotes  Ben  Schwab 
As  PRC  Executive  Producer 

Continuing  the  expansion  and  solidifica- 
tion of  his  studio  personnel,  Leon  Fromkess, 
president  of  PRC,  has  promoted  Ben  Schwab 
to  the  post  of  executive  producer.  He  has 
been  functioning  as  general  manager  and 
executive  assistant  to  Fromkess,  which  chores 
he  will  continue  along  with  his  new  duties, 
which  include  supervision  over  the  product 
of  five  units:  Sam  Sax,  Jack  Schwartz,  Alex- 
ander-Stern, Roth-Green-Rouse,  and  Harry 
Gourfain  . . . Also,  Fromkess  appointed  Ed 
Jewell,  formerly  connected  with  Columbia 
studio,  as  PRC’s  art  director,  and  Harlan 
Thompson  to  head  the  set  dressing  depart- 
ment. 

Frank  Butler,  veteran  Paramount  writer, 
because  of  ill  health,  is  leaving  the  post  to 
which  he  was  recently  appointed  of  produc- 
tion associate  to  Henry  Ginsberg  to  take  an 
extended  leave  of  absence.  Upon  his  return 
Butler  will  resume  work  as  a contract  writer. 

Paul  Jones  Handed  Assignment 
On  Paramount's  “June  Bride" 

Paul  Jones  has  been  handed  the  producer 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

assignment  on  “June  Bride  ” the  unproduced 
play  by  Graeme  Lorimer  and  Eileen  Tighe, 
purchased  by  Paramount  some  weeks  ago. 
Diana  Lynn  is  scheduled  for  the  title  role  and 
Arthur  Sheekman  and  Theodore  Strauss  have 
been  set  to  work  on  the  screenplay  . . . Edgar 
Ulmer’s  next  megging  chore  for  PRC  will  be 
“Two  Tickets  to  Heaven,”  a drama  with 
music.  An  original  story  by  Fred  Jackson,  it 
will  be  Jack  Grant’s  first  picture  as  associate 
producer. 

At  20th-Fox,  James  Tinling  has  been  pro- 
moted to  a full  directorship  and  assigned  to 
pilot  “The  Jungle  Marines,”  which  William 
Girard  will  produce  . . . Gordon  MacDonald, 
English  novelist,  has  been  signed  by  Uni- 
versal Producer  Paul  Malvern  to  write  the 
final  screenplay  of  “Thief  of  Stamboul”  . . . 
Another  Universal  scribbling  chore:  Stephen 
Longstreet  signed  by  Producer  Joan  Harrison 
to  write  the  final  script  of  the  Thomas  Job 
play  “Uncle  Harry”  which  Robert  Siodmak 
will  direct. 

Human  Side  of  Fighting  Fronts 
In  WB's  "Overseas  Roundup" 

Hollywood,  which  has  played  so  active  a 
part  in  keeping  the  nation’s  fighting  forces 
overseas  informed  on  what  happens  on  the 
home  front,  is  to  reverse  such  activity  and 
let  the  folks  at  home  see  what  goes  on  among 
the  GIs  on  the  world’s  battlefields. 

The  human  side  of  the  fighting  fronts  will 
be  brought  to  the  screen  by  Warner  Bros, 
in  a new  series  of  films  to  be  issued  monthly 
under  the  title  “Overseas  Roundup.”  They 
will  be  produced,  with  film  footage  supplied 
by  the  army,  navy  and  marine  corps,  and 
designed  to  bring  to  millions  of  wives,  sweet- 
hearts and  parents  of  fighting  men  a pictorial 
report  of  how  service  men  overseas  live,  work 
and  play  in  the  hours  between  the  fighting. 

In  announcing  the  series,  Jack  L.  Warner 
said:  “Since  Pearl  Harbor,  millions  of  Amer- 
ican men  and  women  have  had  to  work 
out  a new  way  of  life  in  military  estab- 
lishments all  over  the  world.  They  have  had 
to  adapt  themselves  to  strange  surround- 
ings, languages  and  customs.  In  many  cases, 
they  have  had  to  create  their  own  new 
civilization  where  none  existed,  bringing  in 


everything  from  lodging  to  entertainment. 

“How  these  millions  of  Americans  have 
been  living  in  their  new  surroundings  and 
how  they  have  transplanted  American  ways 
to  the  far  corners  of  the  earth  is  the  great 
human  story  of  the  war  Warner  Bros,  will 
report  in  the  monthly  issues  of  ‘Overseas 
Roundup.’  ” 

A separate  division  of  the  short  subject 
department  under  Gordon  Hollingshead  has 
been  created  at  Warner  studio  to  produce 
the  shorts. 

“Two  Bills"  Find  Another  Sleeper; 
Plan  “Tokyo  Rose"  With  Unknowns 

Bill  Pine  and  Bill  Thomas,  those  enter- 
prising erstwhile  publicists  who  now  make 
action  features  for  Paramount  on  a share- 
cropping  basis,  have  found  another  sleeper. 
They  have  registered  the  title  “Tokyo  Rose” 
and  plan  to  make  an  exploitation  film  with 
a cast  of  unknowns,  the  story  of  which  will 
be  developed  from  research  into  the  career 
of  the  “Female  Voice  of  Death”  which  came 
daily  through  the  air  to  American  fighting 
men  in  the  Aleutians,  the  Philippines  and 
South  Pacific  . . . The  same  pair  also  were 
successful  bidders  in  the  week’s  active  story 
market,  having  bought  the  picture  rights  of 
“Nightmare,”  a chiller  written  by  Cornell 
Woolrich.  Byron  Barr,  young  Paramount 
actor,  will  play  the  part  of  an  over-sensitive 
college  boy  who  turns  psychological  killer. 
William  Gargan  will  have  the  other  male 
lead. 

Warner  Bros,  announced  purchase  of  “The 
Hasty  Heart,”  the  Broadway  play,  authored 
by  John  Patrick.  John  Dali,  currently  ap- 
pearing on  Broadway  in  Norman  Krasna’s 
play,  “Dear  Ruth,”  will  play  top  male  role 
in  the  film  . . . Paramount  bought  “Lady 
Seventeen,”  an  original  screenplay  by  Ladis- 
laus  Fodor,  set  in  the  Victorian  period  of 
England.  Karl  Tunberg  has  been  assigned 
to  produce.  Story  deals  with  the  romance 
of  a young  actress  from  the  London  music 
halls  who  marries  a young  peer,  despite  the 
opposition  of  his  stern  parent. 

“Manhattan  Miracle,”  an  original  melo- 
drama by  Earl  Felton,  was  acquired  by  RKO 
Radio,  and  Arthur  V.  Jones  has  been  as- 
signed to  write  the  screenplay.  It  will  be 
produced  by  Ben  Stoloff  . . . Screen  rights 
to  the  radio  show,  “The  Callahans,”  were 
purchased  by  Columbia  from  the  author, 
Fritz  Blocki.  The  air  show,  a serial  of  fam- 
ily life,  will  be  made  the  basis  of  a picture 
to  be  produced  by  John  Stone. 

Sign  Frederick  Hazlett  Brennan 
To  a Long-Term  Pact  at  Metro 

Frederick  Hazlett  Brennan,  prominent 
short  story  writer,  was  signed  to  a long- 
term writing  contract  at  Metro  . . . Edward 
Blatt,  until  recently  a director  at  Warners, 
has  been  ticketed  by  United  Artists  Pro- 
ducer Edward  Small  as  an  associate  pro- 
ducer . . . Republic  lost  another  of  its  pro- 
ducers, Joseph  Bercholz,  who  left  after  a 
six  months’  enlistment. 

20th-Fox  Revives  Plan  to  Make 
Feature  on  Life  of  O.  Henry 

After  permitting  it  to  gather  dust  inter- 
mittently for  the  last  several  years,  20th- 
Fox  has  again  revived  its  plan  to  make  a 
feature  based  on  the  biography  of  O.  Henry. 
Veteran  Scrivener  Arthur  Caesar  has  been 
engaged  to  concoct  a new  ending  for  the 
script  on  which  several  other  writers  pre- 
viously have  worked,  indicating  possible  early 
shooting  on  the  biographical  film,  which  has 
been  assigned  to  George  Jessel  for  produc- 
tion . . . Paul  Wellman  was  signed  to  a 
contract  by  Metro  and  assigned  the  screen- 
play of  “Red  Gold,”  which  O.  O.  Dull  will 
produce.  It  is  a story  of  the  Arizona  copper 
mines  in  the  1890s. 


GUESTS  OF  “THE  KING” — Roy  Rogers  is  host  to  Republic  field  men  visiting 
the  studio  in  accordance  with  Republic’s  policy  of  inviting  district  and  branch 
managers  to  the  North  Hollywood  lot  to  become  better  acquainted  with  production. 
Shown  here  are,  standing:  Jake  Flax,  Washington;  N.  J.  Colquhoun,  whose  ap- 
pointment as  southwestern  district  sales  manager  became  effective  February  12; 
J.  H.  Dillon,  Charlotte  manager;  Roy;  Joseph  Engel,  Philadelphia  manager,  and 
Art  Rush,  Rogers’  business  manager.  Seated:  Mrs.  Art  Rush;  Mrs.  Roy  Rogers; 
Mrs.  Steve  Edwards  and  Steve  Edwards,  eastern  director  of  publicity. 
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Validity  of  Ascap's 
Minnesota  Tax  Up 

MINNEAPOLIS — Although  it  went  to  trial 
here,  the  issue  of  whether  the  music  tax  on 
theatres  as  levied  by  Ascap  is  legal  in  this 
state,  is  still  in  doubt,  as  far  as  a court  ruling 
is  concerned.  After  conclusion  of  testimony 
and  arguments,  settlements  out  of  court  were 
effected  before  a ruling  by  the  judge.  Two 
of  the  settlements  were  in  Ascap’s  favor;  the 
other  in  favor  of  the  defendant  theatre.  As 
far  as  is  known,  this  was  the  first  test  any- 
where of  the  tax’s  validity. 

All  three  federal  court  suits  brought  by 
Ascap  charged  infringement  of  copyright  and 
asked  monetary  damages  and  permanent  in- 
junctions barring  continuation  of  claimed  in- 
fringements. Defendants,  which  had  refused 
to  pay  the  Ascap  music  tax  for  their  theatres 
for  a period  of  years,  were  the  W.  R.  Frank 
circuit  in  five  of  its  houses;  the  Harry  Dicker- 
man  chain  (in  two  local  houses),  and  the 
Duluth,  Minn.,  theatre  of  Bennie  Berger. 

L.  B.  Schwartz  and  S.  P.  Halperin,  counsel 
for  the  defendants,  argued  that  the  manner 
of  Ascap  licensing  constitutes  a monopoly  in 
restraint  of  trade;  is  accordingly  illegal  and 
that  the  method  of  business  employed  goes 
beyond  the  scope  of  copyright. 

The  music  for  which  no  Ascap  license  was 
paid  was  integrated  in  films  at  the  Frank  and 
Dickerman  theatres  and  in  songs  sung  by  a 
performer  and  played  by  an  orchestra  at  the 
Berger  house,  which  also  runs  films  without 
paying  the  tax. 

Reach  Settlement  Out  of  Court 

After  testimony  had  been  taken  and  argu- 
ments finished,  counsel  other  than  Schwartz 
and  Halperin  interceded  for  the  Frank  and 
the  Dickerman  theatres  and  notified  the 
judge  that  a settlement  had  been  reached 
out  of  court.  The  settlement  called  tor  the 
payment  of  $2,000  by  the  Frank  theatres  in 
place  of  the  $3,600  demanded  for  four  unpaid 
years  and  the  payment  of  $200  by  the  Dicker- 
man  theatres  which  allegedly  owed  $500.  Both 
defendants  agreed  to  take  out  licenses  for 
their  theatres. 

Then,  to  the  industry’s  surprise,  Ascap,  in- 
stead of  letting  the  Berger  case  go  to  a de- 
cision, asked  the  judge  not  to  make  his  ruling, 
but  to  dismiss  the  case  “with  prejudice.” 
This  plea  was  granted. 

Schwartz  requested  the  judge  to  make  it 
clear  that  there  had  been  no  decision  or  rul- 
ing by  the  court  on  the  issue  of  the  tax’s 
validity  and  also  that  the  Frank  and  Dicker- 
man  settlements  were  agreed  upon  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  Halperin  and  himself. 

Berger  theatres,  says  Schwartz,  will  con- 
tinue to  refuse  to  take  out  an  Ascap  music 
license. 


Slater,  Dunphy  Aid  Start 
Of  WE  Red  Cross  Drive 

NEW  YORK — Two  well-known  sports  an- 
nouncers— Bill  Slater  and  Don  Dunphy — 
were  guest  speakers  at  a Red  Cross  rally  of 
Western  Electric  employes  sponsored  by  the 
labor-management  war  production  committee 
at  the  company’s  tube  shop,  403  Hudson 
street,  Tuesday  morning. 

The  tube  shop  is  one  of  the  Western  Elec- 
tric Kearny  works’  outlying  plants  which  col- 
lectively have  a goal  of  $145,000  to  be  raised 
under  the  direction  of  Franklin  L.  Williams, 
chairman,  and  George  J.  Rinaldi,  plant  rep- 
representative  of  WE’s  employes  association, 
an  affiliate  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Telephone  Workers. 


Mantzke  Joins  Monogram 

SEATTLE  — Frank  Mantzke,  Milwaukee 
film  man,  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
the  Monogram  office,  succeeding  Ralph 
Abbott. 


ON  NEW  YORK  VISIT  — Sol  Lesser, 
whose  latest  for  United  Artists  release  is 
“Three  Is  a Family,”  discusses  his  pro- 
duction plans  while  in  the  metropolis. 
They’re  fluid,  he  says,  with  all  his  ener- 
gies concentrated  on  the  preparation  of 
scripts  in  view  of  the  current  raw  stock 
situation. 

OWI  Sounds  Warning 
On  Division  Rumors 

WASHINGTON — Rumors  that  the  War  Pro- 
duction Board  was  putting  the  U.S.  film  in- 
dustry on  short  rations  while  millions  of  feet 
of  film,  earmarked  for  Russia  and  rejected 
by  the  country,  are  cramming  dock  ware- 
houses, were  characterized  by  the  Office  of 
War  Information  as  being  part  and  parcel 
of  vicious  rumors  being  circulated  by  dis- 
ruptive forces  throughout  the  country. 

The  report  about  Russia’s  film  stock  was 
denied  by  the  WPB,  which  characterized  it 
as  a rumor  woven  out  of  whole  cloth.  Mean- 
time, OWI  officials  stated  that  this  rumor, 
similar  to  many  other  false  reports,  has  its 
origin  in  dubious  circles.  The  OWI  official 
stated  that  this  report  was  on  a par  with 
stories  circulated  to  the  effect  that  England 
was  asking  high  fees  before  permitting  Amer- 
ican bombers  to  land  on  British  airfields,  etc. 
that  cigarets  and  gasoline  intended  for 
the  front  were  diverted  for  private  use;  that 
American  soldiers  were  not  receiving  warm 
clothing  while  Allied  troops  instead  were 
getting  this  material. 

The  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  has 
asked,  in  connection  with  rumors  of  this  type, 
that  every  effort  be  made  to  track  it  to  a 
particular  source  and  this  information  for- 
warded to  FBI  officials. 


OWI  Discs  for  U.S.  French 

NEW  YORK — Subject  to  clearance  with 
music  publishers,  French  recordings  of  music 
discs  recently  made  for  OWI  broadcasts  from 
England  to  France  will  be  available  for  dis- 
tribution to  French  military  camps  in  the 
U.S.  This  was  agreed  upon  at  an  informal 
luncheon  meeting  of  WAC  Distributor  and 
Foreign  Divisions  held  at  the  Astor.  Other 
subjects  discussed  were  the  navy’s  request 
for  reissues  of  old  pictures,  and  a request 
from  the  army  for  16mm  prints  to  show  at 
German  POW  camps  in  Europe  to  army  per- 
sonnel at  three  cents  per  head. 


Life  Picks  "The  Suspect" 

NEW  YORK — Life  magazine  has  picked 
Universal’s  “The  Suspect”  as  the  Movie  of  the 
Week  in  the  February  19  issue.  Special  men- 
tion is  given  performances  by  Charles  Laugh- 
ton and  Ella  Raines. 


Reagan  Predicts  Top 
Grosses  on  ''Tolls'' 

NEW  YORK — Public  response  to  “For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,”  both  on  a roadshow 
policy  and  the  popular-priced  run  which  be- 
gan recently,  indicates  that  the  picture  will 
be  the  highest  grosser  in  company  history, 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  distribution,  told  a regional 
sales  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Pierre  Monday. 

R.  M.  Gillham,  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  informed  the  sales  force  that  every 
key  engagement  would  be  backed  with  an 
extensive  advertising  campaign,  including  co- 
operative newspaper  advertising.  He  said  that 
the  roadshow  campaign  on  the  picture  cost 
$1,000,000,  with  half  that  amount  spent  on 
national  magazines  and  the  balance  in  news- 
papers, tying  in  with  local  engagements. 

Presiding  at  the  sessions  was  William  H. 
Erbb,  eastern  division  manager.  Those  pres- 
ent, in  addition  to  home  office  executives, 
were:  A.  M.  Kane,  district  manager  of  Bos- 
ton; branch  managers,  salesmen  and  head 
bookers  of  the  New  York,  Boston,  Buffalo, 
New  Haven  and  Albany  branch  offices,  and 
Boston  and  Buffalo  district  exploitation  rep- 
resentatives. 

Reagan  presented  Max  Mendel,  New  York 
salesman,  a gold  button  for  having  attained 
the  distribution  department’s  100  Per  Cent 
Club,  together  with  a $3,000  life  insurance  pol- 
icy as  a gift  of  the  company. 

Claude  Lee,  director  of  public  relations, 
discussed  customer  relations  and  sales  promo- 
tion, and  urged  continued  participation  by  the 
sales  forces  in  the  industry’s  war  program. 

Clearance  in  Moline  Case 
Is  Fixed  at  Seven  Days 

NEW  YORK — Clearance  of  the  Le  Claire 
and  Illini,  Moline,  111.,  has  been  set  at  seven 
days,  following  an  arbitration  action  filed  in 
the  Chicago  tribunal  by  the  Marchesi  Bros., 
owners  of  the  Geneseo,  Geneseo,  111.,  accord- 
ing to  the  AAA.  The  plaintiffs  in  their  com- 
plaint charged  that  the  protection  of  the  two 
theatres  was  unreasonable. 

Arbitrator  Leo  T.  Norville,  who  rendered 
the  decision,  also  ruled  that  the  Majestic 
and  Strand,  East  Moline,  111.,  should  have 
no  clearance  over  the  Geneseo.  All  of  the 
four  theatres  named  as  intervenors  are  op- 
erated by  the  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp. 
Loew’s,  Paramount  and  RKO  were  the  de- 
fendants. 

Arbitrator  Norville  stated  in  his  opinion 
that  no  testimony  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
case  was  taken  and  that  the  award  was  en- 
tered by  consent  of  all  parties.  The  arbitra- 
tor’s fees  were  divided  equally  between  the 
plaintiff,  the  defendants  and  the  intervenor. 


"Bambi"  Done  in  Hebrew 

PALESTINE — Several  months  before  the 
release  of  “Bambi,”  RKO  Radio  arranged  a 
tiein  with  a local  publisher  for  the  release 
of  Felix  Salten’s  book  in  Hebrew  with  illus- 
trations from  the  Disney  production. 

Promotion  was  responsible  for  a run  of 
four  weeks  at  Tel  Aviv’s  Allenby  Theatre,  and 
eight  weeks  at  Jerusalem’s  Studio  Cinema. 
Manager  Georgussy  expects  “Bambi”  to  out- 
gross  “Snow  White”  in  the  Near  East. 


Disney  on  Collier's  Cover 

NEW  YORK — Walt  Disney’s  production  of 
“The  Three  Caballeros,”  released  by  RKO 
Radio,  broke  the  front  cover  in  full  color  of 
the  February  24  issue  of  Collier’s  magazine. 
Cover  features  two  popular  Disney  characters, 
Donald  Duck  and  Joe  Carioca,  and  Aurora 
Miranda,  Mexican  singing  and  dancing  star. 
Also  featured  in  the  issue  is  a biography  of 
Disney  by  Ashton  Reid. 
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SENSATIONAL  BUSINESS  at  the  4,000 -seat  de  luxe  ALBEE, 
BROOKLYN...  and  for  scores  of  other  first  runs  like  PALACE, 


NEW  YORK  - PALACE,  CHICAGO  - PROCTORS,  NEWARK  - 
KEITH,  WASHINGTON  - ORPHEUM,  KANSAS  CITY  - KEITH, 
SYRACUSE  - KEITH,  DAYTON  - ORPHEUM,  NEW  ORLEANS  - 
UPTOWN,  SALT  LAKE  CITY— BRANDEIS,  OMAHA- ORPHEUM, 
SEATTLE -PALACE,  MEMPHIS-ALBEE,  PROVIDENCE— 
napmniM  nrNVFP-miFSTin  nan  as 


KIMO  THIS  GMATRKOSHOW 

ROSSER  "'TO?AHO0SESf 


fhe  women  just  can’t  resist  that  virile , super-masculine  appeal 
of  big  John  Wayne — and  his  stormy  romance  with  Ella  Raines! 


Miss  Wanda  Hale,  in  her  rave  review  in  the  N.  Y.  Daily  News, 
sums  il  up  for  women  in  general  with: 


“Hooray!  ‘Tall  in  the  Saddle’  adds  something  new  to  old- 
fashioned  westerns.  That  something  is  animal  magnet- 
ism. And  I don’t  mean  horses.  It’s  romance  appeal  in  the 
forms  of  John  Wayne  and  Ella  Raines.  And  if  this  devia- 
tion doesn’t  make  the  Palace  Theatre  one  of  the  most 


popular  places  in  town  for  the  run,  I miss  my  guess.” 

fit  did,  Wanda— RKOJ 
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JOHN  WAYNE  • ELLA  RAINES 
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Commerce  Dep't  to  Set  Up 
Foreign  Film  Advisors 

The  department  of  commerce  and  the  state 
department  have  evolved  a cooperative  plan 
that  will  have  far-reaching  effects  upon  the 
future  activities  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try, as  well  as  other  industries.  This  was 
revealed  following  issuance  of  a report  by 
Wayne  C.  Taylor,  acting  secretary  of  com- 
merce, covering  the  postwar  plans  of  the 
foreign  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  details  the  integration  of  the 
foreign  services  of  both  departments  to  pro- 
vide a unified  service  in  the  foreign  field. 
An  important  feature  of  this  unified  foreign 
service  activity  will  be  the  appointment  of 
full-time  motion  picture  advisers  assigned  to 
American  embassies  and  legations  in  Paris, 
London,  Buenos  Aires,  Mexico  City  and  an 
observer  to  cover  both  Italy  and  Spain.  These 
advisors  will  make  detailed  reports  regularly 
on  motion  picture  production,  exhibition,  etc., 
from  those  countries  assigned  to  them.  The 
reports  will  go  to  Amos  E.  Taylor,  director  of 
the  bureau  of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce 
of  the  commerce  department  and  thence  to 
Nathan  D.  Golden,  as  chief  of  the  motion 
picture  unit,  for  study,  analysis  and  prepara- 
tion for  ultimate  distribution  to  interested 
film  industry  executives  and  others. 

Secretary  Taylor  stated  that  the  work  of 
the  unified  foreign  service  during  the  war 
has  been  concerned  with  operations  directly 
or  indirectly  concerned  with  the  war  effort. 
Plans  now  are  being  made  in  collaboration 
with  the  state  department,  to  assure  that  our 
foreign  service  is  adequately  prepared  for  its 
vital  peacetime  roles,  in  the  forefront  of 
which  is  the  promotion  and  protection  of 
American  foreign  trade. 

Taylor  pointed  out  that  many  commercial 
specialists,  including  experts  in  various  eco- 
nomic fields,  such  as  telecommunications, 
aviation,  etc.,  will  be  added  to  the  staffs  of 
the  foreign  service  to  provide  full  coverage 
for  all  of  American  industry  insofar  as  the 
foreign  trade  field  is  concerned. 

It  is  significant,  in  this  respect,  that  one 
of  the  few  industries  which  will  have  full- 
time advisors  attached  to  state  department 
offices  abroad  is  motion  pictures.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  impact  of  motion  pictures 
upon  trade  developments  is  a vital  reason  for 
the  necessity  for  full-time  film  industry  spe- 
cialists whose  knowledge  of  the  field  will  en- 
able them  to  report  to  American  industry  in 
general  just  what  commercial  possibilities  in 
foreign  countries  are  opened  up  by  American 
films. 

International  Film  Industry 
On  United  Nations  Agenda 

The  international  aspects  of  the  motion 
picture  industry  will  be  on  the  agenda  of 
the  United  Nations  Conference  which  will 
be  held  in  San  Francisco  on  April  25,  it  was 
learned  here.  As  announced  in  the  press,  the 
purpose  of  the  conference  will  be  to  perfect 
the  Dumbarton  Oaks  plan  for  a general  in- 
ternational organization  to  maintain  peace 
and  security,  while  one  of  the  major  tasks 
of  the  proposed  organization  will  be  to  set 
an  over-all  progi’am  for  economic  collabora- 
tion among  the  nations. 

It  is  considered  likely  that  Eric  A.  Johnston, 
president  of  the  U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
who  is  slated  to  join  the  Hays  organization 
within  the  next  few  months,  will  be  present 
at  the  conference  as  an  observer.  It  was  re- 
ported here  that  Johnston  may  also  par- 
ticipate in  discussions  on  commerce. 


^efeont 

By  AL  SHERMAN 

Because  motion  pictures  are  important  as 
a propaganda  medium  and  because  Ameri- 
can motion  pictures  have  paved  the  way  for 
considerable  interest  in  American-made  prod- 
ucts, the  problem  of  films  as  an  international 
goodwill  factor  will  be  of  considerable  inter- 
est to  delegates  attending  the  San  Francisco 
conference,  it  was  stated  here. 

Disposal  of  Light  Metals 
May  Aid  Theatre  Plans 

Hearings  on  the  light  metals  field,  to  be 
conducted  by  the  senate  small  business  com- 
mittee starting  February  27  are  expected  to 
have  considerable  bearing  upon  renovation 
and  construction  plans  of  theatre  owners,  as 
well  as  other  business  property  owners. 

In  discussing  his  plans  for  the  hearings, 
Sen.  James  E.  Murray  of  Montana,  chairman 
of  the  committee,  stated  that  radio,  television 
and  radar  are  among  the  industries  that  will 
profit  by  the  increased  production  and  manu- 
facture of  light  metal  goods. 

Among  the  committee’s  plans  for  the  im- 
mediate future,  Senator  Murray  said,  is  a 
study  of  the  disposal  possibilities  of  the  huge 
investments  of  the  federal  government  in  the 
aluminum  and  magnesium  industries,  with 
emphasis  on  new  industrial  enterprises  to  be 
fostered  in  those  fields.  These  new  activities 
may  result  in  the  production  of  needed  metal 
appliances  and  fixtures  desired  by  theatre 
operators  as  well  as  others. 

Government  Urges  Further 
Compliance  in  Brownout 

The  War  Production  Board,  through  Ed- 
ward Falck,  director  of  the  WPB  office  of 


— By  Reni  Newsphoto  Service 


THEATRE  OWNER’S  GESTURE— 
Rudv  Berger,  M-G-M  district  manager 
in  Washington,  and  chairman  of  Variety 
Club’s  welfare  committee,  presents  tickets 
purchased  by  Variety  members  for  the 
benefit  Ice-Capades  matinee  to  children 
under  care  of  Sister  Claire  of  St.  Vincent’s 
Orphanage.  The  tickets  in  this  instance 
were  bought  by  Louis  Bernheimer,  capital 
exhibitor. 


war  utilities,  urges  everyone  to  further  com- 
pliance with  the  brownout  order,  insisting 
that  “voluntary  cooperation  with  the  brown- 
out program”  is  urged  because  “every  pound 
of  coal  and  gallon  of  oil  not  burned  for  some 
unnecessary  use  of  electricity  means  that 
much  additional  fuel  for  winning  the  war 
and  heating  the  homes  on  the  home  front.” 

Meantime,  Frank  LaFalce,  local  Warner 
publicity  chief,  called  attention  in  his  ads 
to  the  fact  that,  despite  the  dim  front,  the 
show  inside  is  “bright  enough.”  But  LaFalce 
has  taken  measures  to  brighten  up  the  front 
somewhat,  although  in  flickering  fashion, 
by  using  old-time  carbide  lamps  under  the 
Earle  Theatre  marquee. 

The  FEA  Ignores  Pearson 
Crack  at  Sam  Goldwyn 

Drew  Pearson’s  comment  anent  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  appointment  by  the  Foreign  Eco- 
nomic Administration  to  undertake  a special 
mission  abroad  was  received  with  consider- 
able silence  by  FEA  officials  here.  Pearson’s 
unkind  comment  on  the  Goldwyn  appoint- 
ment stated  that  the  producer  “was  a big 
contributor  to  FDR  during  the  campaign. 
Apparently  that  makes  him  an  expert  for  the 
Foreign  Economic  Administration.” 

But  despite  Pearson’s  verbal  thrust  and 
the  fact  that  Leo  T.  Crowley,  FEA  adminis- 
trator, refused  to  comment  on  why  Goldwyn 
was  going  abroad  on  this  special  mission,  it 
is  well  understood  that  the  producer  will  give 
the  FEA  a full  report  on  the  film  situation 
in  England,  France,  and  other  European 
countries.  Goldwyn,  for  the  record,  has 
proven  over  the  years  that  he  is  one  of 
Hollywood’s  most  astute  producers  and  stu- 
dents of  the  cinematic  scene,  even  if,  linguis- 
tically, he  also  may  be  an  expert  on  mala- 
propisms. 

Variety  Raises  $10,000 
At  Ice-Capades  Show 

Whether  the  Variety  Club  is  or  is  not  po- 
litically astute  is  a moot  question.  But  the 
heart  of  Variety  is  bigger  than  ever  and  the 
Ice-Capades  benefit  matinee  last  week  here 
proved  it  to  the  tune  of  more  than  $10,000 
raised.  Thanks  to  the  hard-working  commit- 
tee, headed  by  such  energetic  go-getters  as 
Frank  Boucher,  Sam  Wheeler  and  John 
Allen,  the  show  was  practically  a sellout  and 
Rudy  Berger’s  Heart  of  Variety  committee 
has  a tidy  little  sum  to  hand  out  to  Wash- 
ington’s charities. 

A feature  of  the  matinee  was  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  tickets  bought  were  turned  over 
to  local  hospitals,  orphanages  and  homes  for 
use  by  children  in  these  institutions. 

I've  Heard: 

That  Washington’s  filmdom  went  all- 
out  on  the  March  of  Dimes,  bringing  in 
a total  of  $120,000  for  the  last  campaign, 
as  compared  to  the  1944  total  of  $83,000; 

That  Commissioner  J.  Russell  Young, 
John  J.  Payette  and  Carter  Barron,  co- 
chairmen;  Frank  LaFalce,  campaign  di- 
rector, and  everyone  else  associated  with 
it,  deserve  a vote  of  thanks; 

That  Tom  Baldridge,  the  apple  knocker 
of  Shenandoah  Valley,  is  dreaming  of  the 
days  when  he  can  open  his  stalactite 
treasure  chest  again; 

That  several  circuits  would  like  to  have 
the  new  George  Washington  University 
theatre — but  nothing  doing; 

That  Abram  Myers  and  Allied  are  plan- 
ning to  toss  a legal  bombshell  into  the 
consent  decree  hearings  in  March; 

That  there  may  be  some  changes  in 
personnel  in  the  local  Hays  office; 

That  the  Society  of  Independent  Motion 
Picture  Producers  may  engage  a repre- 
sentative here. 
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SENSATIONAL  TWO-REELER  FROM... 


THIS  IS  AMERICA, 


Produced  by  Frederic  Ullman,  Jr.  • Distributed  by  RKO  RADIO 

WATCH  FOR  THE  PRESS  BOOK!  USE  IT!  RED  CROSS  DRIVE  - MARCH  15-21 


**  H,S  Nat'onal  mS— 


™OOK-Up) 


One  of  the  most  exciting 
ictures  I have  ever  seen, 
t shows  the  FBI,  and  how 
the  FBI,  with  secret  movie 
cameras,  kept  focused  on 
Nazi  spies  working  right 

oses  in  the 


't  miss  it! 


Easter  dates  are  pouring  in!  For  the  booking  event  of  events!  Be  one 
of  the  first  to  show  this  sensational  hit  — AT  POPULAR  PRICES! 


THREE  DECADES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT  SUPREMACY! 


CENTURY-FOX 


Request  for  "Oldies" 
From  Navy  Granted 

NEW  YORK — Navy  personnel  on  the  high 
seas  and  stationed  at  overseas  bases  will  have 
their  regular  film  fare  augmented  this  year 
by  a “request  series,’’  made  up  of  50  of  the 
best  pictures  of  past  years. 

The  request  program  was  arranged  in  co- 
operation with  the  motion  picture  industry, 
and  new  prints  of  the  older  pictures  are  now 
being  made  available.  The  series  is  a result 
of  a survey  conducted  among  navy  personnel, 
who  expressed  the  desire  to  see  some  of  the 
“oldies”  again.  Directing  the  survey  were 
Capt.  T.  J.  O'Brien,  navy  welfare  director, 
and  Capt.  Gene  Markey,  director  of  the  navy 
photographic  services. 

Making  up  the  request  series  will  be  such 
films  as  “Mr.  Deeds  Goes  to  Town,”  “Roberta,” 
“San  Francisco,”  “The  Awful  Truth,”  “In  Old 
Chicago,”  “Union  Pacific,”  “Barbary  Coast,” 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  “Alexander’s 
Ragtime  Band,”  “Road  to  Singapore,”  “It 
Happened  One  Night,”  “Top  Hat,”  “Sally, 
Irene  and  Mary,”  “Boom  Town,”  “100  Men 
and  a Girl,”  “Stage  Coach,”  “Gunga  Din,” 
“Waikiki  Wedding,”  “Destry  Rides  Again”  and 
“Hurricane.” 

The  navy  each  year  distributes  more  than 
25  prints  each  of  300  pictures,  leased  for  use 
primarily  at  overseas  bases  for  the  fleet.  Be- 
sides these  300  films,  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry donates  to  all  branches  of  the  armed 
forces  on  a monthly  basis  106  prints  of  three 
different  films  in  16mm.  These  are  used  by 
the  army  and  navy  where  there  are  no  facili- 
ties for  showing  35mm  films. 

Navy  pictures  travel  with  the  fleet  and  are 
shown  aboard  one  ship  after  another  and  at 
navy  bases  overseas.  Ships  refueling  at  sea 
exchange  pictures,  and  transfers  of  films  are 
made  whenever  a navy  vessel  touches  port. 
A service  record  is  kept  for  each  film,  and 
some  show  “duty”  from  Iceland  to  the  South 
Pacific.  Pictures  are  returned  to  the  New 
York  navy  yard  for  reconditioning  from  time 
to  time. 

Arthur  De  Bra  Addresses 
Free  World  Art  Meet 

NEW  YORK — Arthur  H.  De  Bra,  director 
of  research  for  MPPDA,  was  a guest  speaker 
at  the  Art  in  a Free  World  conference,  meet- 
ing at  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art.  The  sub- 
ject of  De  Bra’s  talk  was  “Open  Your  Eyes! 
— Art  Evolves  to  Help  Free  the  World  of  To- 
morrow.” 

Other  speakers  at  the  two-day  conference 
were:  John  V.  Allcott,  professor  of  art  at 
University  of  N.  C.;  H.  Harvard  Aronson,  in 
charge  of  OWI’s  long  range  information  pro- 
gram for  Europe;  Gwendolyn  Bennett,  direc- 
tor of  the  George  Washington  Carver  School; 
Barney  Conal,  CIO  labor  and  political  lea- 
der; William  Lescaze,  architect,  city  planner 
and  industrial  designer,  and  Paul  Strand, 
pioneer  photographer  and  documentary-film 
producer. 


Reissue  "Call  of  Wild" 

NEW  YORK — Twentieth -Fox  will  reissue 
“Call  of  the  Wild,”  starring  Clark  Gable, 
Loretta  Young  and  Jack  Oakie,  as  one  of  its 
30th  anniversary  celebration  pictures.  Film 
was  produced  originally  under  the  20th 
Century  banner  by  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  prior 
to  the  merger  between  20th  Century  and  Fox. 


Dick  Powell  on  Tour 

NEW  YORK — Dick  Powell  made  personal 
appearances  during  the  week  in  St.  Louis 
and  Chicago  in  connection  with  RKO  Radio’s 
“Murder,  My  Sweet.”  He  is  slated  to  make 
appearances  in  Milwaukee,  Cincinnati,  Day- 
ton  and  Indianapolis. 


^Review  > > 

< < 

BETRAYAL  FROM  THE  EAST  (RKO)  — 
While  this  is  rather  definitely  dated,  the 
picture  boasts  enough  assets  to  make  it 
promising  for  bookings  in  all  but  the  de 
luxe  first  runs.  In  the  film’s  favor  are 
outstanding  performances,  especially  those 
contributed  by  topliners  Nancy  Kelly  and 
Lee  Tracy;  the  fact  that  there  has  been 
considerable  of  an  hiatus  since  the  time 
when  the  market  was  flooded  with  spy- 
saboteur  features  and  an  impressive  pro- 
logue and  epilog  delivered  by  Columnist- 
Commentator  Drew  Pearson.  Lee  Tracy, 
Nancy  Kelly,  Richard  Loo,  Abner  Biber- 
man,  Regis  Toomey. 

BODY  SNATCHER,  THE  (RKO)— Its  title 
and  the  marquee  appeal  of  two  recognized, 
past  master  chill  dispensers  should  attract 
the  horror  play  fans  in  large  and  profitable 
droves.  But  they  are  going  to  be  surprised, 
if  nothing  more,  at  what  they  see  on  the 
screen.  It  is  an  intelligently-produced, 
rather  artistic  screen  version  of  the  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  book  about  early  19th 
century  medicos  and  their  criminal  activi- 
ties in  obtaining  cadavers  for  dissecting  and 
research.  Boris  Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi,  Henry 
Daniell,  Edith  Atwater,  Russell  Wade. 

DOCKS  OF  NEW  YORK  (Mono)— Those 
mischievous  ragamuffins,  the  East  Side 
Kids,  in  this  particular  adventure  get  them- 
selves and  their  hearts-o’-gold  involved 
with  jewel  thieves,  foreign  agents,  royalty 
and  the  usual  assortment  of  shenanigans. 
And,  to  keep  the  procedure  from  becoming 
dull,  there  is  a murder  thrown  in  for  good 
measure.  But  it  all  adds  up  to  fast-moving 
supporting  fare  and  the  picture  is  equipped 
to  do  the  same  yeoman  service  as  its  count- 
less predecessors  in  the  theatres  where  they 
regularly  appear.  Leo  Gorcey,  Huntz  Hall, 
Billy  Benedict,  Bud  Gorman,  Gloria  Pope. 

ROUGH,  TOUGH  AND  READY  (Col)  — 
There  is  considerable  drama  in  this  picture 
because  of  the  attention  it  gives  to  the  lit- 
tle-known subject  of  the  part  salvaging 
crews  have  had  in  clearing  harbors  and 
doing  other  war  odd  jobs  to  make  certain 
sections  safe  for  combat  units.  However, 
in  an  attempt  to  graft  escapist  appeal  onto 
the  picture,  the  result  is  not  too  happy.  Ex- 
hibitors can  feel  comfortable  about  using 
it  is  an  action  picture  on  a double  bill. — 
Victor  McLaglen,  Chester  Morris,  Jean  Rog- 
ers, Veda  Ann  Borg. 

SPELL  OF  AMY  NUGENT,  THE  (PRC)  — 
This  is  a sojourn  in  rather  deep  waters  for 
the  average  film  audience,  and  should  find 
its  greatest  appeal  in  the  art  situations.  The 
British  Oxford  accent  is  not  tortuous  to 
follow,  but  this  time  it  is  not  the  dialog 
that  poses  the  difficulties;  rather  the  plot. 
The  torment  of  a young  man’s  soul  is  pic- 
tured as  he  struggles  in  the  grasp  of  a 
notorious  spiritualist,  intent  on  moral  de- 
struction. Derek  Farr,  Vera  Lindsay,  Frede- 
rick Leister,  Hay  Petrie,  Felix  Aylmer. 

These  reviews  will  appear  in  full  in 

a forthcoming  issue  of  Boxoffice. 


Silver  New  Jones  Aide 

NEW  YORK — Milton  Silver  has  joined  Re- 
public’s advertising  department  as  assistant 
to  Charles  Reed  Jones,  director  of  advertising 
for  the  company.  Silver  has  been  associated 
with  National  Screen  Service  and  Universal. 


RKO  Mexico  Studio 
Start  Likely  Soon 

By  DON  PEPE 

MEXICO  CITY — Metro’s  “Dragon  Seed” 
and  Monogram’s  “Beyond  Bengal”  were  the 
latest  all-Spanish  talking  productions  to  ar- 
rive here  and  be  released  in  the  leading 
theatres.  Both  companies  have  announced 
continuance  of  their  policy  of  importing 
Spanish-dubbed  prints.  Monogram’s  next  will 
be  “Lady,  Let’s  Dance.” 

The  good  neighbor  policy  has  had  quite  a 
big  boost  with  Walt  Disney’s  “The  Three 
Caballeros,”  a full  length  feature  in  which 
Donald  the  Duck,  the  U.S.  citizen;  Joe  Car- 
ioca,  the  Brazilian,  and  Pancho  Pistolas,  the 
little  Mexican  fighting  rooster,  mix  their 
dialogs  with  real  people.  The  film  was  in 
its  seventh  week  at  the  Alameda,  the  lead- 
ing A house. 

Ann  Sheridan  is  the  leading  tourist  cur- 
rently from  the  film  colony  in  Hollywood, 
but  a big  Misuky  caravan,  including  many 
stars,  is  on  its  way  for  personal  appearances. 
Many  fiestas  and  big  events  will  take  place 
with  its  arrival. 

Small  and  independent  producers  are  con- 
testing the  rationing  board  decision  on  raw 
stock  allocations  for  future  production  and 
a revision  has  been  promised  to  help  all  as 
much  as  possible.  Nine  productions  are  be- 
ing shot  at  the  three  local  studios  and  three 
new  productions  were  released,  “Me  He  de 
Comer  Esa  Tuna,”  a popular  saying  meaning 
more  or  less  “I  shall  get  away  with  it,”  with 
the  popular  actor,  Jorge  Negrete. 

Sound  Engineer  Randall  announces  equip- 
ment is  on  the  way  and  everything  is  being 
arranged  to  make  color  pictures  here.  We 
have  had  some  good  Argentine  and  Spanish 
pictures,  which  have  been  well  received. 
News  from  Argentine  studios  give  us  the 
good  news  that  the  stars,  Libertad  La- 
marque  and  Hugo  del  Carrill  shortly  will 
make  another  picture  together.  By  the  way, 
Hugo,  who  had  a big  success  in  his  personal 
appearances  here,  is  said  to  have  signed  a 
contract  with  Film  Mundiales  to  make  three 
pictures  in  the  Mexican  studios. 

Plans  for  RKO’s  big  new  studio  here  are 
progressing  at  a fast  pace.  Don  Jose  U.  Cal- 
deron has  returned  from  Los  Angeles  with 
the  news  that  he  was  able  to  obtain  all 
necessary  equipment.  Construction  is  ex- 
pected to  start  soon. 

Carmen  Amaya  and  her  troupe  are  en- 
joying a very  successful  engagement  at  the 
Iris  Theatre,  named  after  the  artist,  Esper- 
anza  Iris,  who  is  the  owner. 

Hasta  Luego! 

William  Freeman  Killed 
In  Luxembourg  Battle 

NEW  YORK  — William  Freeman,  former 
manager  of  the  Paramount-Publix  Bardavon 
Theatre,  Poughkeepsie,  was  killed  in  action 
in  Luxembourg  while  fighting  with  the  U.S. 
forces.  A sergeant  of  infantry,  he  joined  the 
armed  forces  on  March  13,  1944,  and  received 
his  training  at  Camp  Croft. 

Freeman,  who  leaves  a wife  and  three 
children,  joined  the  Bardavon  staff  as  an 
assistant  in  1934  and  was  appointed  mana- 
ger six  years  later.  He  had  formerly  been 
manager  of  the  Paramount,  Staten  Island. 

He  was  one  of  the  most  popular  mem- 
bers of  the  Poughkeepsie  Kiwanis  Club.  Free- 
man would  have  been  35  years  old  April  5. 


"Outlaw"  Release  in  Fall 

NEW  YORK — Howard  Hughes’  “The  Out- 
law” will  be  released  by  United  Artists  late 
this  summer  or  early  in  the  fall. 
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Yalta  Newsreel  Shots 
Are  Telecast  by  NBC 

NEW  YORK — Newsreel  pictures  of  the  Big 
Three  conference  at  Yalta  were  flashed  across 
the  screen  over  NBC’s  television  station 
WNBT  in  a special  telecast  recently.  Flown 
here  from  overseas,  the  newsreel  showed 
President  Roosevelt’s  meetings  with  Prime 
Minister  Churchill  on  the  island  of  Malta,  in 
addition  to  portraying  FDR’s  conference  with 
Joseph  Stalin  and  Churchill  at  the  Crimean 
port  of  Yalta. 

The  newsreels  were  taken  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  army  signal  corps.  British  and 
Russian  cameramen  were  also  permitted  to 
photograph  the  proceedings.  The  telecast  over 
WNBT  was  edited  and  supervised  by  Paul  Al- 
ley, NBC  producer. 

NBC  Shuffles  Publicity 
Staff;  Boosts  Kalmus 

NEW  YORK — Allan  Kalmus,  rormerly  as- 
sociated with  OWI  and  WXQR,  becomes  video 
editor  in  the  NBC  press  department,  according 
to  Sydney  H.  Eiges,  network  official.  Rich- 
ard Connelly,  formerly  in  charge  of  WEAF 
publicity  takes  over  trade  news.  Marian  Chap- 
man, erstwhile  publicist  for  network  shows, 
assumes  Connelly’s  WEAF  duties. 

Gerald  Quisenberry  steps  into  the  magazine 
editor  spot  formerly  occupied  by  Walter 
Schneider,  resigned.  Mrs.  Fredrica  Mont- 
gomery has  been  named  Quisenberry’s  as- 
sistant. Leo  Hershdorfer  becomes  news  edi- 
tor; Marney  Glavin,  Milton  Marshall,  George 
Wolf  and  Helen  Leaf’s  appointment  to  the 
writing  staff  fill  all  vacancies. 


Tradeshows  "Girls" 

NEW  YORK — More  than  600  circuit  exec- 
utives, buyers,  bookers  and  exhibitors  of  the 
metropolitan  area  attended  a preview  of 
“Bring  On  the  Girls,’’  at  the  Normandie. 
Among  those  present  were  Jerry  Buckbinder 
and  Arthur  Wakoff  of  Raritan  Theatres  of 
New  Jersey;  Sam  Goodman,  general  man- 
ager, Century  circuit;  Sam  Rinzler,  Harold 
Rinzler  and  Irving  Kaplan  of  Randforce  cir- 
cuit; Larry  Moss,  B.  S.  Moss  Theatres;  Jack 
Hattem,  Interboro  circuit;  Norman  Elson, 
general  manager,  Trans-Lux  Theatres;  Peter 
Gage,  Jack  Harris  and  Robert  Jonasson, 
Reade  circuit;  Leonard  Weisberg,  USN 
booker,  and  representatives  of  Loew’s  Thea- 
tres. 


"Caballeros"  Top  Record 

MEXICO  CITY— Now  in  its  ninth  week  at 
the  Alameda  Theatre,  “The  Three  Cabal- 
leros” continues  breaking  all  previous  records 
of  this  house.  Previous  top  money-maker 
was  “El  Gran  Hotel,”  starring  Cantinflas. 


In  Third  Week  at  the  Globe 

NEW  YORK — “The  Three  Caballeros”  is 
now  in  the  third  week  of  its  Broadway  en- 
gagement at  the  Globe.  The  Disney-Techni- 
color production  continues  to  please  a steady 
flow  of  customers,  according  to  the  theatre’s 
manager,  Harry  Goldstein. 


Luzon  Film  Stockpile 

MANILA — Motion  picture  exhibitors  are 
reconstructing  as  rapidly  as  possible  theatres 
destroyed  or  damaged  by  the  Japanese  in 
their  retreat  from  Luzon.  A film  stockpile  of 
40  features,  as  well  as  documentaries  and 
short  subjects,  amassed  by  OWI,  will  be  dis- 
tributed along  the  same  pattern  as  that  em- 
ployed by  that  government  agency  in  Europe. 


FILM  CLASSICS’  MEETING — Taking  time  out  from  discussions  at  their  recent 
meeting  in  St.  Louis,  franchise  holders  and  home  office  executives  of  Film  Classics, 
Inc.,  had  this  group  picture  taken. 

Front  row,  left  to  right:  Jack  Engel,  Philadelphia;  John  Franconi,  Dallas;  John 
Mangham,  Atlanta;  Matt  S.  Schulter,  St.  Louis;  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  St.  Louis; 
Andy  Dietz,  St.  Louis.  Middle  row:  Johnny  Jones,  Chicago;  Arthur  Lockwood,  Bos- 
ton; A1  Dezel,  Detroit;  Sandy  Gottlieb,  Buffalo;  Harvey  Gold,  Indianapolis;  J.  F. 
White  jr.,  Charlotte;  Julian  H.  King,  Des  Moines.  Top:  Alvin  Swerdlove,  Boston; 
Bert  Stearn,  Pittsburgh;  William  Rosenthal,  Indianapolis;  Carr  Scott,  Oklahoma 
City;  Joe  Wolf,  Minneapolis;  H.  J.  Allen,  Toronto. 


"St.  Louis"  Hit  144%  of  Normal  Take 
In  78  Spots,  Leo's  Survey  Shows 


NEW  YORK — In  78  key  engagements  in 
spots  ranging  in  population  from  under  25,000 
to  above  1,000,000,  M-G-M’s  “Meet  Me  in 
St.  Louis”  has  averaged  144  per  cent  of  normal 
grosses. 

In  41  test  engagements  in  cities  above 
150,000  population,  “St.  Louis”  averaged  142 
per  cent,  while  37  engagements  in  towns  be- 
low 150,000  brought  about  an  average  of  148 
per  cent. 

For  the  number  of  engagements  thus  far 
these  are  the  best  ratings  any  Metro  film 
has  had  under  the  present  rating  plan.  How- 
ever, final  report  for  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”  showed  117  engagements  and  an 
over-all  percentage  of  149. 

Metro  tests  all  of  its  specials  in  theatres 
in  various  regional  and  population  categories 
so  as  to  eliminate  any  doubts  as  to  what  the 
picture  will  do  under  different  conditions. 

Taken  at  random  this  is  what  the  picture 
did  in  several  population  categories,  the  first 
in  cities  of  more  than  1,000,000  population; 

Pet. 


Detroit,  United  Artists  147 

Los  Angeles,  Los  Angeles  154 

Los  Angeles,  Egyptian  148 

Los  Angeles,  Ritz  156 

In  cities  of  from  150,000  to  200,000  popula- 
tion, the  following  results  were  attained: 

Pet. 

Worcester,  Poli  133 

Hartford,  Poli  123 

Norfolk,  State  Ill 

Tulsa,  Ritz  147 

Bridgeport,  Poli  124 

New  Haven,  Poli  123 

Nashville,  Vendome  132 

Youngstown,  Warner  162 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Poli  150 

The  results  were  as  follows  in  towns  of  less 
than  25,000: 

Pet. 

East  Liverpool,  Ceramic  120 

Meadville,  Academy  134 

Geneva,  Geneva  142 


Best  performance  of  “St.  Louis”  in  the  key 
runs — 317  per  cent — was  turned  in  at  the 


Auburn  Theatre,  Auburn;  runnersup  were 
the  Elsinore  Theatre,  Salem,  with  197  per 
cent,  and  the  Indiana,  Terre  Haute,  194  per 
cent. 

With  a running  time  of  113  minutes,  “St 
Louis”  was  booked  as  a single  feature,  with 
few  exceptions,  in  all  of  the  key  engagements. 

Gardner  and  Stevenson 
To  Visual  Training  Corp. 

DETROIT — Del  C.  Gardner,  who  has  been 
working  in  the  field  of  industrial  electronics 
for  18  years  and  Richard  H.  Stevenson,  until 
recently  a Lockheed  Aircraft  engineer,  have 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Visual  Training  Corp. 
here.  Both  will  act  as  technical  writers. 

Gardner  formerly  was  connected  with  the 
Jam  Handy  organization  and  operated  his 
own  sound  laboratory  in  Glendale. 

Stevenson  is  a former  free-lance  writer  in 
Hollywood  and  while  doing  postgraduate  work 
at  Columbia  University  was  a member  of  the 
national  Motion  Picture  Board  of  Review. 
Visual  Training  is  engaged  in  work  for  the 
army  and  navy. 


"WAVES"  Roll  High 

HOLLYWOOD— “Here  Come  the  WAVES” 
finished  its  second  week  at  the  Hollywood 
and  Downtown  theatres,  maintaining  the 
opening  week’s  level  when  it  nearly  topped 
the  records  established  by  “Going  My  Way” 
and  “Lady  in  the  Dark.”  Expressing  confi- 
dence the  musical  will  roll  up  the  second 
highest  all-time  gross  in  the  company’s  his- 
tory, Paramount  executives  plan  to  extend 
its  run  for  five  weeks. 


"U"  Using  Sport  Pages 

NEW  YORK — Universal  is  using  the  sports 
pages  of  metropolitan  papers  in  advertising 
“Here  Come  the  Co-Eds,”  Abbott  and  Cos- 
tello opus.  The  ads  read:  “Wrestling  Satur- 
day! Lou  Costello  vs.  The  Masked  Marvel. 
All  that  plus  a million  laughs  in  ‘Here  Come 
the  Co-Eds.’  ” 
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KEEP  SELLING  WAR  BONDS! 


RCA's  Germ  Killers 
To  Go  to  Theatres 

NEW  YORK — The  Westinghouse  Sterilamp, 
modern  device  for  killing  airborne  bacteria 
and  for  sanitizing  air,  will  be  distributed  to 
theatres  by  the  equipment  section  of  the  RCA 
Victor  Division  of  the  Radio  Corp.  of 
America. 

Sterilamp  is  the  first  practical  bacteria- 
killing  agent  offered  to  help  exhibitors  elimi- 
nate the  patrons’  fear  of  infection  from  air 
in  crowded  theatres.  Properly  installed, 
Sterilamps  can  attain  up  to  98  per  cent  ef- 
fiency  in  the  destruction  of  airborne  bac- 
teria, says  Homer  B.  Snook,  manager  of  the 
theatre  equipment  section. 

The  Sterilamp  has  been  successfully  used 
in  hospitals,  nurseries,  business  offices,  stores 
and  factories.  It  is  aiding  in  preventing  con- 
tamination in  blood  plasma  laboratories, 
penicillin  processing  plants  and  in  food  and 
beverage  processing. 

In  a recent  issue  of  Popular  Science  Month- 
ly, sterilization  of  air  was  rated  as  “one  of 
the  ten  most  important  scientific  achieve- 
ments of  1944.’’ 

Snook  said  that  the  lamps  can  either  be 
installed  in  ducts  or  the  plenum  chambers  of 
theatre  air  conditioning  systems  or  with 
specially  designed  wall  fixtures  for  theatres 
minus  such  equipment.  This  electronic  tube 
can  also  be  used  to  sanitize  air  in  the  rest 
rooms  and  lobby. 

The  Sterilamp  is  a slender  rod-shaped  glass 
tube  which  gives  off  a faint  blue  glow  when 
it  is  in  operation.  The  ultra-violet  rays  that 
deal  death  to  the  microbes  are  invisible,  how- 
ever. The  lamp  also  emits  a limited  quantity 
of  ozone  sufficient  to  kill  objectionable  odors, 
says  Snook,  making  the  air  sweet  and  fresh. 
One  Sterilamp  uses  the  same  amount  of  cur- 
rent as  a 25-watt  lamp. 


Altec  Promotes  Morris 

NEW  YORK — H.  S.  Morris  has  been  ap- 
pointed eastern  representative  of  Altec  Lans- 
ing Corp.,  in  addition  to  his  present  duties 
with  Altec  Service.  He  has  been  merchan- 
dise manager  and  purchasing  agent  of  the 
latter  organization  for  several  years. 


College  to  Show  "Way” 
For  Years  to  Come 

Notre  Dame,  Ind. — “Going  My  Way” 
will  be  shown  to  Notre  Dame  students 
annually  for  years  to  come,  according  to 
Father  John  Cavanaugh,  C.S.C.,  vice- 
president  of  the  university. 

Praising  the  production,  Father  Cava- 
naugh urged  every  priest  to  see  it. 

NBR  Praises  Four  Pictures, 
Including  a Scandinavian 

NEW  YORK — The  National  Board  of  Re- 
view has  awarded  its  top  rating  of  starred 
selected  feature  to  Warners’  “Objective, 
Burma!”  In  its  comment  the  NBR  says,  in 
part:  “The  film  is  definitely  inspirational 
but  with  a good  quantity  of  documentation  to 
give  the  illusion  of  fact  . . . The  photography 
is  well  enough  out  of  the  ordinary  to  warrant 
mention  too.” 

Rated  as  selected  features  are  M-G-M’s 
“This  Man’s  Navy,”  regarded  as  “well-written 
and  directed":  20th-Fox’s  “Thunderhead — 
Son  of  Flicka,”  about  which  the  board  says: 
“A  rich  color  camera,  magnificent  scenery 
and  lordly  animals  enthrall  the  eye,  providing 
their  own  excitement,  drama  and  emotion,” 
and  a Swedish  film,  “The  Station  Master,” 
produced  by  Scandia,  directed  by  Emil  A. 
Lingheim  and  starring  Edward  Persson. 

Selected  short  subjects  are  M-G-M’s  Tech- 
nicolor cartoon,  “Barney  Bear’s  Polar  Pest” 
and  “Girls  Preferred,”  20th-Fox  sports  one- 
reeler. 

Filmack  Buys  Laboratory 
Equipment  of  DeVry  Firm 

CHICAGO — DeVry  Corporation  has  sold  its 
laboratory  equipment  to  Irving  Mack,  head 
of  the  Filmack  Trailer  Co.,  but  will  expand 
its  distribution  of  educational  and  commercial 
films  under  the  direction  of  Gordon  Dale. 
Will  DeVry  said  the  company  will  not  be 
identified  with  film  activities  in  the  future, 
devoting  all  its  time  to  manufacturing  equip- 
ment. 

Mack  said  the  equipment  would  be  removed 
to  the  Filmack  plant  at  1327  S.  Wabash  Ave. 


MOTION  PICTURE  COLOSSEUM  OF  AMERICA 


To  All  Film  Salesmen, 
An  Open  Letter: 


Last  May  we  of  the  Atlanta  Column  announced  the  formation  of  the  MOTION 
PICTURE  COLOSSEUM  of  AMERICA,  the  first,  national  in  scope,  film  salesmen's 
organization.  We  invited  other  exchange  centers  to  investigate  and  affiliate  with 
us  if  they  concurred.  Now  we  are  proud  to  announce  the  formation  of  Columns  of 
the  national  organization  in  New  Orleans  and  in  San  Francisco. 

They  found  upon  investigation  that  in  their  own  centers  some  erroneous  impres- 
sions concerning  the  Colosseum  existed,  which,  when  cleared  up  caused  them  to  act 
quickly  and  decisively. 

These  two  exchange  centers  together  with  the  Atlanta  Column  are  now  cooperat- 
ing to  further  expand  this  necessary  and  properly  conducted  organization  Of,  By  and 
For  film  salesmen. 

We  feel  if  you  film  salesmen  will  talk  with  other  salesmen  in  your  center  and 
investigate  us  that  you  too  will  fully  concur  and  act  quickly  by  organizing  a Column. 

Therefore  we  urge  you  to  quickly,  without  delay,  discuss  this  most  important 
matter  with  your  salesmen  in  your  exchange  center  and  communicate  with  us  to  any 
of  the  following  addresses. 

MOTION  PICTURE  COLOSSEUM  OF  AMERICA 

ATLANTA  COLUMN,  P.  O.  Box  958,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

NEW  ORLEANS  COLUMN,  P.  O.  Box  7391,  New  Orleans.  La. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  COLUMN.  P.  O.  Box  903,  Belvedere.  Calif. 


Look  Has  29  Pages 
About  the  Industry 

NEW  YORK — Starting  with  its  cover  in 
color  of  Rita  Hayworth,  Look’s  third  annual 
Hollywood  issue  (March  6),  is  the  most  am- 
bitious effort  undertaken  by  that  magazine 
to  date.  In  a 29-page  section  on  the  indus- 
try it  announces  its  yearly  film  achievement 
awards. 

Look’s  laurels  go,  respectively,  to:  Rita  Hay- 
worth for  her  dramatic  ability  and  spectacu- 
lar dancing:  Bing  Crosby,  the  screen’s  num- 
ber one  entertainer:  Darryl  Zanuck,  for  his 
courage  in  producing  “Wilson”;  Leo  McCarey, 
for  writing  the  story,  hand  picking  and  di- 
recting the  cast  of  “Going  My  Way”;  Walt 
Disney  (his  third  in  a row) , for  inventiveness, 
artistry  and  versatility;  Margaret  O’Brien, 
for  ability,  charm,  talent  and  skill;  Leon 
Sliamroy,  for  his  imaginative,  cinematog- 
graphic  lightpainting  of  “Wilson”  and  for 
photographic  brilliance  over  14  years  in  pic- 
tures; Shirley  Temple,  for  an  acting  job  in 
“Since  You  Went  Away”  that  proved  her 
standing  as  a mature  performer. 

The  year’s  five  best  films,  features  that  not 
only  scored  artistically  and  commercially  but 
also  boosted  the  standards  of  the  picture  in- 
dustry, are,  according  to  Look,  as  follows: 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  for  best  ac- 
tion; “Wilson,”  for  best  biography;  “Going 
My  Way,”  for  best  comedy-drama;  “Since 
You  Went  Away,”  for  best  drama;  “Cover 
Girl,”  for  best  musical. 

Other  feature  articles  in  the  issue  are: 
“Hollywood  at  War,”  four  pages  of  backstage 
shots,  two  of  them  in  color,  revealing  how 
the  movies  create  violent  war  action,  with 
text  briefly  commending  the  industry  for 
making  training  films  and  shorts,  shipping 
movies  overseas,  and  sending  3,500  perform- 
ers on  personal  appearances;  a profusely-il- 
lustrated double-page  spread  on  Rita  Hay- 
worth and  scenes  from  the  only  picture 
wherein  she  appeared  during  1944,  “Cover 
Girl”;  an  illustrated  and  hilarious  five-page 
biography  entitled  “Bing  Crosby:  Father 
Time’s  Older  Brother,”  by  Bob  Hope,  with 
marginal  notes  by  The  Groaner;  a two-page 
illustrated  profile  of  Darryl  Zanuck;  a full- 
page  layout  of  five  behind-the-scenes  artists, 
winners  of  Look  achievement  awards;  a page 
of  stills  from  pictures  regarded  by  Look  as 
the  year's  five  best  films;  six  eye-arresting 
pages  of  a day-by-day  picture  diary,  kept  by 
Look’s  ace  lensman,  Earl  Theisen,  during  his 
rounds  of  the  studios;  five  pages  of  photos, 
mostly  leg  art,  of  Gloria  Grahame,  Look’s 
choice  as  the  Hollywood  newcomer  most  like- 
ly to  succeed;  one-page  movie  quiz:  “Could 
You  Cast  a Picture,”  and  a one-page  thumb- 
nail sketch  of  Jimmy  McHugh,  20th-Fox 
tunesmith. 

Video  Expert  to  Address 
Engineers'  Convention 

NEW  YORK— Dr.  Allen  B.  DuMont,  past 
president  of  the  Television  Broadcasters 
Ass’n,  will  address  a joint  meeting  of  the 
Institute  of  Radio  Engineers  and  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  at  Buf- 
falo on  March  8.  He  will  discuss  some  of  the 
recent  technological  developments  of  televi- 
sion and  the  future  of  the  medium. 

A pioneer  in  the  development  of  video  and 
holder  of  numerous  patents  for  cathode-ray 
tube  and  television  facilities,  DuMont  recent- 
ly received  the  Marconi  Memorial  Award  of 
Achievement  from  the  Veteran  Wireless 
Operators  Ass’n. 


Paramount's  Dividend 

NEW  YORK — Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
has  declared  a regular  quarterly  dividend  of 
50  cents  a share  on  common  stock,  payable 
March  30,  to  holders  of  record  on  March  9. 
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I Say 

— ABOUT  PICTURES 


COLUMBIA 

Destroyer  (Col) — Edward  G.  Robinson, 
Glenn  Ford,  Marguerite  Chapman.  This  is  a 
dandy.  My  people  liked  it  a lot.  Just  enough 
war  to  please.  The  combat  scenes  are  ex- 
cellent. Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Cold. — Bill 
Leonard,  Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Impatient  Years  (Col) — Jean  Arthur,  Lee 
Bowman.  A good  comedy  that  went  over 
swell  on  my  Sun.,  Mon.  change.  The  sound 
on  this  print  extraordinarily  outstanding. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — Wayne 
Stebbihs,  Saranac,  Saranac,  Mich.  Small 
town  patronage. 

Together  Again  (Col) — Irene  Dunne,  Charles 
Boyer,  Charles  Coburn.  This  was  a wonderful 
picture  for  war  time  because  it  took  all 
thoughts  away  from  war  for  a few  brief  mo- 
ments. And  we  all  like  to  get  away  from 
thoughts  of  war  for  a few  moments  of  relaxa- 
tion. Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fair. 
— L.  D.  Brown,  Queen,  Brownwood,  Tex.  Gen- 
eral patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Gaslight  (M-G-M) — Ingrid  Bergman,  Charles 
Boyer,  Joseph  Cotten.  This  would  have  been 
better  if  they  had  let  the  light  go  out.  The 
acting  was  very  good  but  the  story  had  no 
appeal.  Played  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Fair. 
— Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D. 
Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (M-G-M) — Lana 
Turner,  John  Hodiak.  Better  than  we  expect- 
ed. Seemed  to  be  well  received.  Story  rather 
weak.  Played  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Good. — M.  W.  Mattecheck,  Mack,  McMinn- 
ville, Ore.  Local  patronage. 

Song  of  Russia  (M-G-M) — Robert  Taylor, 
Susan  Peters.  A truly  fine  picture  which  I 
was  proud  to  have  played  in  my  theatre. 
The  title  doesn't  sound  like  a picture  for 
small  towns  but  don't  let  that  fool  you.  Ad- 
vertise it  right  and  it  will  do  business.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cold. — Wayne  Stebbins, 
Saranac,  Saranac,  Mich.  Small  town  patron- 
age. 

PARAMOUNT 

Going  My  Way  (Para) — Bing  Crosby,  Rise 
Stevens,  Barry  Fitzgerald.  This  topped  them 
all  for  receipts  for  many  years  back.  In  our 
history  I believe  only  two  pictures  have  out- 
grossed  it,  and  those  were  back  in  the  roar- 
ing Twenties.  A very  remarkable  picture 
showing  what  can  be  done  without  pomp  and 
splendid  settings.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. — 
Horn  & Morgan,  Star,  Hay  Springs,  Neb.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Great  Moment,  The  (Para) — Joel  McCrea, 
Betty  Field,  Harry  Carey,  William  Demarest. 
This  was  terrible  and  my  patrons  didn't  make 
any  bones  about  telling  me  about  it.  Played 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good. — Otto  W.  Chapek, 
Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and  small  town 
patronage. 

PRC  PICTURES 

Great  Mike,  The  (PRC) — Stuart  Erwin, 
Robert  Henry,  Carl  Alfalfa  Switzer.  A dandy 
little  show.  Don't  be  afraid  to  give  it  your  best 
playing  time.  More  favorable  comments  than 
any  picture,  even  the  big  ones,  in  a long  time. 
Played  Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon. — Harry  G.  Baker, 
Home,  New  Lisbon,  Wis.  Small  town  patron- 
age. 

Lady  From  Chungking  (PRC) — Anna  May 
Wong,  Harold  Huber,  Mae  Clark.  A fair  pic- 
ture that  failed  to  do  business. — Frank  Raspa 


& Son,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Attack  (RKO) — Documentary.  Good,  but  too 
long.  People  don't  care  to  see  the  real  thing 
around  here,  especially  if  they  have  some- 
one in  the  service.  Many  walked  out  and 
business  was  cut  in  half  on  our  second  night. 
Doubled  with  “Cbreer  Girl"  (PRC).  Played 
Tues.,  Wed. — Frank  Raspa  & Son,  State,  Rives- 
ville, W.  Va.  Rural  patronage. 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) — John  Wayne,  Ella 
Raines,  Audrey  Long.  This  went  over  with  a 
bang  here  as  the  people  in  the  west  like  a 
good  western  like  this  one  with  good  stars. 
We  had  standing  room  only  on  Sunday  and 
the  weather  was  bad.  Played  Sun.,  Mon., 
Tues. — L.  D.  Brown,  Queen,  Brownwood,  Tex. 
General  patronage. 

REPUBLIC 

Brazil  (Rep) — Tito  Guizar,  Virginia  Bruce, 
Robert  Livingston.  Comment  was  mostly  un- 
favorable. Something  lacking.  Forced  situ- 
ations. Not  a convincing  picture,  and  it  lacked 
entertainment  value.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weath- 
er: Good. — M.  W.  Mattecheck,  Mack,  McMinn- 
ville, Ore.  Local  patronage. 

Canyon  City  (Rep) — Don  "Red"  Barry,  Wally 
Vernon,  Helen  Talbot.  As  usual,  a good  west- 
ern. I hate  to  see  Mr.  Barry  leave  the  west- 
erns. Played  Fri.,  Sat. — Frank  Raspa  & Son, 
State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  Rural  patronage; 

Hoosier  Holiday  (Rep) — George  Byron,  Dale 
Evans,  Hoosier  Hotshots.  A dandy  picture.  It 
might  not  click  in  the  key  towns  but  for 


small  and  rural  situations,  it  is  just  right. 
Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  (family  nights).  Weather: 
Cold  and  stormy. — Bill  Leonard,  Cedarvale, 
Kas.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

Silent  Partner  (Rep) — Beverly  Lloyd,  William 
Henry.  A fair  mystery  show.  Played  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Good. — Ralph  Raspa,  State,  Rives- 
ville, W.  Va.  Rural  patronage. 

Three  Little  Sisters  (Rep) — Mary  Lee,  Ruth 
Terry,  Cheryl  Walker.  As  the  top  half  of  a 
double  bill,  it  was  quite  a satisfactory  feature 
all  around.  Nothing  pretentious,  but  okay. 
Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good. — Leonard  J. 
Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and  small 
town  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Home  in  Indiana  (20th-Fox) — Walter  Bren- 
nan, Jeanne  Crain,  June  Haver.  A honey  from 
all  angles,  with  bright  new  stars  of  tomor- 
row dealing  with  youth  and  romance.  Tech- 
nicolor helps  complete  the  picture  with  the 
grandeur  of  nature  in  full  foliage.  The  tingle- 
jingle  at  the  boxoffice  is  sweet  music  to  hear 
and  keeps  the  cashier  too  busy  to  ask  ques- 
tions. Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Snow. — 
A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium,  Emporium,  Pa. 
General  patronage. 

Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox) — June 
Haver,  Dick  Haymes,  Monty  Woolley.  A swell 
picture  that  did  right  well  in  spite  of  the 
weather  and  bad  roads.  Nice  color,  nice  cast 
and  some  good  music  and  songs  that  didn't 
hurt  a bit.  Have  heard  some  of  them  hummed 
and  whistled  ever  since  the  showing.  Good 
for  your  best  time  and  will  do  business. 
Played  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Stormy. 
— Mrs.  Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Princess,  Lin- 
coln, Kas.  Small  town  patronage. 

Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (20th-Fox) — June 
Haver,  Dick  Haymes,  Monty  Woolley.  This  pic- 
ture went  over  in  a big  way  because  the 

(Continued  on  page  46) 


Cleopatra  Had  The  “Come  Of 


he  had  a way  with  the  men — 
in  fact  big,  strong  Mark  Antony 
threw  away  an  empire  just 
[or  her  company.  Yes, 
flashy  fronts  have  been  the  downfall 
of  many  a big  guy!  Here  at  Altec, 
we’ve  never  gone  in  for  the 
showy  stuff.  Good  engineering 
service  is  our  business. 

The  only  thing  we  have  a way  with 
is  booth  equipment.  You'll  be 
interested  to  learn  about  one 
of  the  Altec  services  tailored 
to  your  requirements.  Write  today. 


ATLANTA  • BOSTON  • CHICAGO  • CINCINNATI  • DALLAS 
DETROIT • LOS  ANGELES  • NEW  YORK  • PHILADELPHIA  • SEATTLE 


THE  SERVICE  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  24,  1945 


43 


First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928),  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo — 

Denver  220 


Computed  in  terms  ot  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 

Noisoal 

BUFFALO 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DES  MOINES 

DETROIT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

SEATTLE 

AVERAGE 

Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA) 

120 

130 

105 

100 

160 

130 

170 

95 

115 

no 

115 

108 

100 

130 

83 

150 

160 

180 

45 

175 

115 

140 

124 

Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

100 

145 

175 

130 

134 

American  Romance,  An  (MGM) 

no 

83 

115 

120 

105 

135 

155 

90 

105 

100 

75 

130 

100 

120 

185 

85 

130 

no 

114 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

130 

175 

105 

no 

90 

135 

200 

100 

100 

145 

183 

130 

175 

135 

185 

150 

180 

75 

150 

140 

250 

145 

Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  < WB  > 

no 

131 

115 

120 

100 

135 

185 

100 

115 

175 

150 

175 

120 

185 

113 

200 

140 

180 

no 

160 

200 

144 

Atlantic  City  (Rep) 

100 

141 

115 

105 

70 

130 

145 

120 

95 

no 

100 

100 

100 

90 

130 

125 

150 

120 

no 

113 

Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 

no 

182 

120 

115 

140 

138 

150 

145 

165 

141 

Big  Noise,  The  (20-Fox) 

100 

100 

90 

95 

100 

100 

95 

no 

100 

100 

100 

100 

90 

100 

135 

90 

125 

75 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Blonde  Fever  (MGMi 

100 

93 

100 

100 

no 

100 

101 

Brazil  (Rep) 

no 

111 

no 

120 

135 

135 

100 

87 

90 

100 

90 

70 

135 

185 

70 

135 

130 

113 

Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ) 

200 

100 

125 

100 

178 

140 

145 

133 

no 

160 

250 

100 

130 

165 

220 

150 

Climax,  The  (Univ) 

100 

210 

no 

115 

50 

130 

150 

95 

120 

90 

100 

90 

125 

102 

130 

105 

150 

80 

135 

100 

100 

114 

Dark  Mountain  (Para) 

115 

100 

100 

100 

100 

90 

100 

90 

115 

100 

80 

90 

100 

90 

100 

100 

100 

98 

Dark  Waters  (UA) 

130 

131 

no 

85 

75 

150 

175 

122 

Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 

100 

200 

120 

140 

115 

130 

100 

165 

130 

160 

136 

Goin’  to  Town  (RKO) 

135 

100 

100 

115 

100 

100 

120 

110 

Guest  in  the  House  (UA) 

130 

115 

100 

100 

140 

117 

Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 

145 

125 

135 

235 

105 

130 

210 

219 

175 

108 

200 

155 

160 

162 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 

130 

169 

120 

130 

123 

140 

190 

160 

130 

120 

150 

no 

122 

200 

135 

260 

115 

150 

160 

190 

150 

House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

115 

102 

no 

105 

120 

140 

100 

120 

100 

205 

122 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20-Fox) 

135 

105 

130 

113 

165 

175 

168 

175 

90 

285 

no 

155 

150 

145 

160 

151 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 

120 

88 

115 

175 

95 

98 

85 

100 

125 

90 

135 

111 

Laura  (20-Fox) 

no 

104 

115 

115 

85 

135 

160 

125 

85 

133 

150 

100 

140 

120 

195 

190 

125 

155 

140 

131 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (MGM) 

125 

185 

145 

180 

185 

187 

135 

170 

130 

210 

170 

180 

167 

Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 

125 

90 

100 

128 

115 

100 

160 

175 

175 

130 

Mrs.  Parkington  (MGM) 

125 

199 

120 

120 

140 

135 

190 

95 

140 

160 

135 

125 

125 

165 

135 

185 

95 

210 

125 

175 

150 

175 

147 

National  Velvet  (MGM) 

105 

200 

147 

160 

210 

164 

None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) 

115 

143 

120 

115 

70 

120 

150 

100 

115 

75 

115 

120 

100 

135 

85 

200 

105 

190 

60 

150 

175 

122 

Our  H’ts  Were  Y’ng  and  Gay  (Para) 

105 

173 

125 

115 

140 

210 

100 

120 

no 

no 

133 

100 

140 

no 

175 

170 

185 

60 

135 

140 

170 

135 

Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The  (RKO) 

125 

221 

125 

125 

160 

140 

225 

150 

155 

125 

200 

no 

135 

115 

125 

240 

130 

135 

170 

153 

She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) 

no 

100 

95 

90 

100 

100 

100 

99 

Something  for  the  Boys  (20-Fox) 

93 

115 

120 

80 

125 

118 

95 

100 

100 

115 

133 

80 

100 

90 

130 

no 

185 

135 

150 

no 

100 

114 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20-Fox) 

121 

no 

185 

no 

157 

100 

165 

150 

160 

140 

120 

150 

139 

Suspect,  The  (Univ) 

128 

no 

185 

120 

100 

100 

180 

115 

160 

133 

Thin  Man  Goes  Home,  The  (MGM) 

125 

93 

115 

100 

135 

97 

165 

95 

90 

150 

117 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (MGM) 

150 

180 

100 

125 

142 

150 

220 

105 

120 

150 

150 

150 

140 

175 

125 

155 

175 

180 

135 

180 

200 

153 

Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 

86 

125 

95 

70 

160 

100 

100 

150 

90 

100 

no 

108 

To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 

193 

115 

125 

190 

115 

175 

200 

100 

170 

125 

235 

255 

130 

220 

200 

170 

Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 

105 

90 

125 

150 

100 

130 

no 

100 

120 

175 

121 

Winged  Victory  (20-Fox) 

125 

206 

120 

100 

190 

100 

160 

185 

192 

120 

125 

215 

180 

170 

135 

185 

130 

200 

158 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The  (RKO) 

105 

214 

100 

125 

no 

145 

no 

170 

175 

100 

150 

220 

130 

150 

175 

150 

146 
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ANOTHER  LAUREL  FOR  “THE  SUSPECT 

and  Universal  is  quite  happy  about  it ! 
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(Continued  from  page  43) 

people  seem  to  like  Technicolor  pictures  and 
good  musicals.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Rain. — L.  D.  Brown,  Ritz,  Brown- 
wood,  Tex.  General  patronage. 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox) — 
Anne  Baxter,  John  Hodiak,  Bobby  Driscoll, 
Charles  Winninger.  An  excellent  program  to 
better  than  average  business.  Played  full 
week. — Hugh  W.  Bruen,  Whittier  Theatres, 
Inc.,  Whittier,  Calif.  Best  local  patronage. 

Sweet  and  Lowdown  (20th-Fox) — Benny 
Goodman  & Band,  Linda  Darnell,  Lynn  Bari. 
In  the  making,  mostly  lowdown.  Nothing 
sweet  about  it.  It  really  did  smell — bad 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Good. — M.  W.  Mattecheck,  Mack,  McMinnville, 
Ore.  Local  patronage. 

Wing  and  a Prayer,  A (20th-Fox) — Don 


Ameche,  Dana  Andrews,  William  Eythe.  Peo- 
ple are  sick  and  tired  of  seeing  war  pictures, 
but  every  now  and  then  a big  one  like  this 
comes  along  which  everybody  wants  to  see. 
The  boxoffice  was  tops  on  this.  Even  the 
very  old  people  turned  out  for  this  one. 
Played  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Cold. — 
Wayne  Stebbins,  Saranac,  Saranac,  Mich. 
Small  town  patronage. 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

Dead  End  (UA) — Humphrey  Bogart,  Sylvia 
Sydney,  Joel  McCrea.  The  fact  that  this  was 
a reissue  didn't  hurt  the  business  on  it  any 
as  people  really  go  for  Humphrey  Bogart  pic- 
tures. Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Fair. — L.  D.  Brown,  Gem,  Brownwood,  Tex. 
General  patronage. 

Up  in  Mabel's  Room  (UA) — Gail  Patrick, 
John  Hubbard,  Mischa  Auer,  Charlotte  Green- 


wood. These  comedies  from  United  Artists 
really  go  over  in  my  situation.  This  was  no 
exception.  Everyone  came  out  of  the  theatre 
with  a smile,  which  is  what  they  want  in 
these  times.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Cold. 
— Wayne  Stebbins,  Saranac,  Saranac,  Mich. 
Small  town  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) — Deanna  Durbin, 
Robert  Paige,  Akim  Tamiroff.  Not  so  good.  No 
reason  for  this  being  top  terms.  Played  full 
week. — Hugh  W.  Bruen,  Whittier  Theatre,  Inc., 
Whittier,  Calif.  Best  local  patronage. 

South  of  Dixie  (Univ) — Anne  Gwynne,  Da- 
vid Bruce,  Samuel  S.  Hinds.  A good  comedy 
with  music  that  failed  at  the  boxoffice.  These 
musical  comedies  help  make  some  good  dou- 
ble features.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
— Ralph  Raspa,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  Ru- 
ral patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Adventures  of  Mark  Twain,  The  (WB) — 
Fredric  March,  Alexis  Smith,  Donald  Crisp, 
Alan  Hale.  A nice  picture  and  it  should  please 
in  almost  any  spot.  Played  during  a snow- 
storm two  nights  and  the  third  night  it  was 
bitter  cold.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. — Bill 
Leonard,  Leonard,  Cedarvale,  Kas.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 

Uncertain  Glory  (WB) — Errol  Flynn,  Paul 
Lukas,  Jean  Sullivan,  Faye  Emerson.  A very 
entertaining  picture  for  those  who  like  the 
type.  Our  people  definitely  do  not  and  the 
boxoffice  showed  a drop  of  nearly  50  per  cent 
from  our  average  midweek  receipts.  We  can't 
afford  to  give  a raised  price  for  a picture 
which  does  this.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. — Horn 
& Morgan,  Star,  Hay  Springs,  Neb.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage. 


Sees  English  Exhibitor 
And  Visits  Over  Tea 

From  “Somewhere  in  England”  this 
message  comes  from  our  former  projec- 
tionist contributor,  S/Sgt.  H.  H.  Phelps, 
who  has  been  hospitalized: 

“During  the  past  five  months,  I have 
seen  motion  pictures  on  the  fields  of 
France  and  of  Germany  in  the  midst  of 
battles.  I have  seen  them  in  the  small 
towns  of  France  and  now  here  in  Eng- 
land. It  surely  makes  one  feel  good  to  look 
at  an  English  screen  and  all  the  other 
screens  and  see  reel  after  reel  of  Amer- 
ican film  on  them.  As  the  films  are  shown 
it  is  good  to  see  the  laughter  they  bring, 
their  smiles  and  the  shine  in  their  eyes. 
Maybe  it’s  the  blood  of  a showman  that 
makes  me  feel  as  I do. 

“The  other  day  I was  talking  to  the 
manager  of  the  local  cinema  in  the  near- 
est town  to  the  hospital,  and  I found  that 
he,  as  many  of  the  exhibitors  in  the 
States,  has  the  same  story — buying,  book- 
ing, boxoffice  trouble,  and  talk  about 
postwar  problems.  Yes,  it’s  almost  the 
same  over  here.  He  did  say,  ‘It’s  the  film 
that  counts  and  better  projection  pays.’ 
Being  a projectionist,  I think  he’s  right. 

“During  our  talk,  which  lasted  a few 
hours,  we  had  tea — oh  yes,  must  have 
tea — and  I just  had  to  push  a BOXOF- 
FICE on  him  and  let  him  see  it.  After 
going  through  it  two  or  three  times,  he 
came  out  with  ‘This  really  is  good  trade 
news.’  ‘Yes,’  I said,  ‘The  Pulse — with  a 
capital  “P” — of  the  Motion  Picture  In- 
dustry.’ 

“I’m  on  the  road  to  recovery.  The  left 
hand  is  banged  up  pretty  badly  but  is 
coming  along  nicely.  I only  hope  I can 
feel  film  running  through  my  fingers  once 
again  but  know  at  God’s  will  my  hope 
will  come  true.” 


PROTECT 

YOUR  POPCORN  BUSINESS 

More  Profits  Choice  Corn 

Contract  Now! 

For  the  past  three  years  the  supply  of  corn  has  not  equalled  the  demand  by  many 
millions  of  pounds,  which  means  that  most  poppers  are  caught  short  and  have  to  pay 
long  prices  as  the  season  progresses,  usually  closing  shop  before  the  new  crop 
comes  on. 

We  have  large  acreage  contracted  and  can  book  you  now  for  your  full  1946 
season's  supply  to  be  shipped  November,  December,  January,  March.  After  this  date 
5 cents  per  hundred  storage  up  to  June  1.  See  contract  below.  We  will  confirm  and 
mail  you  copy  upon  receipt  of  your  order. 

use"  thFs  Contract  blank 

Phone  JAckson  7539  No. 

MID- WEST  POPCORN  CO. 

370  Saunders-Kennedy  Bldg.,  Omaha  2,  Neb. 

Please  enter  order  for  shipment  subject  to  conditions  stated  below: 

ITEM  QUANTITY  PURCHASE 

AMOUNT 

Bags 

PopCOm  at  $8.75  or  ceiling  per  bag  $ 

South  American  select 

Receipt  is  acknowledged  from  Purchaser  of  $ for  credit  on 

this  purchase  order. 

The  unpaid  balance  of  purchase  price  to  be  paid  simultaneous  with  delivery. 

All  shipments  are  F.O.B.  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Purchaser  shall  accept  delivery  between  November  15,  1945,  and  March  1,  1946, 
and  if  shipment  of  order  is  in  part,  the  earnest  money  deposit  shall  be  credited  at 
$2.00  per  bag  on  the  quantity  shipped.  Purchaser  agrees  to  designate  the  shipping 
dates  within  shipping  period. 

Seller  agrees  to  deliver  the  merchandise  purchased  from  crop  contracted  for  by 
seller,  within  the  period  stated  above,  but  no  liability  for  damages  shall  be  imposed 
on  seller  where  delivery  of  all  or  a portion  of  the  merchandise  purchased  is  not  made 
because  of  (1)  restrictions  imposed  by  governmental  authorities,  (2)  failure  of  crop  con- 
tracted for  by  the  seller,  or  (3)  acts  of  God  or  other  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the 
seller.  In  any  such  event,  seller  shall  forthwith  return  the  sum  deposited  by  purchaser. 
Any  waiver  or  exception  to  the  above  enumerated  conditions  to  be  valid  must  be 
specifically  agreed  to  in  writing. 

The  above  order  agreement  entered  into  this  day  of  194 

Ship 

When 

MID- WEST 

POPCORN  CO.  by  

Seller 

Your  Name 
and  Address 

Purchaser 

ASK  US  ABOUT  DEFERRED  PAYMENT  PLAN,  IF  INTERESTED 
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Red  Cross  Drive  Is  Set ; 
Goal  Over  Last  Year's 


B'nai  B'rith  to  Give 
A Plaque  to  Brandt 

NEW  YORK— Harry  Brandt  wil  be  hon- 
ored at  a joint  meeting  of  Cinema  Lodge, 
B'nai  B’rith,  and  the  recently  formed  Cinema 
ladies  auxiliary  of  B’nai  B’rith,  at  the  Pyth- 
ian Temple  February  27. 

Brandt,  leading  independent  exhibitor  and 
national  chairman  during  the  Sixth  War 
Loan,  will  be  cited  for  his  leadership  in  the 
efforts  of  WAC  in  furtherance  of  the  war 
effort.  He  will  be  presented  the  Cinema 
Honor  Scroll  by  Si  Fabian,  WAC  theatres  di- 
vision chairman.  Previous  recipients  of  the 
scroll  have  been  Barney  Balaban  and  Sam 
Rinzler. 

The  Cinema  auxiliary  will  be  formally  in- 
stituted into  Cinema  Lodge  at  the  meeting. 
Officers  to  be  installed  include:  Mrs.  Anna  G. 
Blackman,  president;  Mrs.  Bessie  Lefkowitz, 
vice-president:  Bess  Rosenthal,  treasurer,  and 
Mrs.  Ethel  R.  Greenfield,  recording  secretary. 
Membership  in  the  auxiliary  is  open  to  all 
women  in  the  film  and  entertainment  in- 
dustry. 

N.  Y.  Area  Gives  Priority 
To  Red  Cross  Campaign 

NEW  YORK — Industry  leaders  at  a meet- 
ing in  the  University  Club  resolved  that  the 
Red  Cross  drive,  March  15-21  will  take  prec- 
edence over  everything  else.  N.  Peter  Rath- 
von,  national  chairman,  presided. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  complete  or- 
ganization plans  for  the  regional  meetings 
starting  February  23.  The  conferees,  includ- 
ing all  general  sales  managers,  agreed  that 
the  Red  Cross  week  must  come  first  in  their 
work,  even  ahead  of  selling  films. 

A round-table  discussion  centered  around 
the  speakers’  manual  detailing  every  phase 
of  the  area  meetings.  A new  departure  this 
year  will  have  Hollywood  film  stars  on  en- 
tertainment tours  in  the  war  areas  writing 
letters  to  exhibitors  describing  the  work  of 
the  Red  Cross  on  the  firing  line. 

Among  those  attending  were:  Rathvon, 
Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson,  national  executive  co- 
ordinator; Leon  J.  Bamberger,  campaign  co- 
ordinator; Publicity  Directors  S.  Barret  Mc- 
Cormick and  Harry  Mandel;  Arthur  M.  Bril- 
ant,  publicity  coordinator;  Herman  Robbins, 
H.  M.  Richey,  John  J.  O’Connor,  E.  M.  Schnit- 
zel' and  Bernard  Kamber. 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  Robert  Mochrie,  William  A. 
Scully,  S.  H.  Fabian,  Carl  Leserman,  Walter 
Brooks,  John  A.  Cassidy,  Martin  Smith,  Abe 
Montague,  Tom  J.  Connors  and  Arthur 
Mayer. 


Nizer  Tours  Army  Bases 

NEW  YORK — Louis  Nizer,  film  attorney 
and  author  of  “What  to  Do  With  Germany,” 
traveling  by  bomber  under  special  instruc- 
tions of  Brig.  Gen.  Noland,  USA,  is  visiting 
army  bases  to  address  soldiers  and  officers  on 
the  subject  of  his  book.  “What  to  Do  With 
Germany,”  selected  by  the  Council  on  Books 
in  Wartime  for  dramatization  on  NBC’s 
“Words  at  War,”  proposes  the  identical  seven- 
point  program  agreed  upon  by  Roosevelt, 
Churchill  and  Stalin  at  Yalta. 


Protestants  Oppose  Bingo 

ALBANY— The  state  council  of  Protestant 
churches  has  sent  every  legislator  a memo- 
randum in  opposition  to  the  Crawford- 
Archinal  resolution  for  a constitutional 
amendment  legalizing  bingo  in  New  York 
City  and  Nassau  and  Suffolk  counties.  The 
council  reiterates  its  opposition  to  bingo  in 
any  form  anywhere. 


NEW  YORK — Everything  is  set  to  go  in  the 
Red  Cross  campaign  March  15-21  and  pledges 
are  coming  in  so  fast  those  in  charge  still 
hope  to  have  most  of  the  16,000  theatres  of 
the  country  enrolled,  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  na- 
tional industry  chairman,  told  a gathering 
of  1,300  distribution  and  exhibition  execu- 
tives and  all  the  theatre  managers  of  the 
metropolitan  district  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
early  in  the  week. 

A total  of  about  nine  and  one  half  millions 
was  collected  last  year.  This  year  the  goal 
is  between  10  and  15  millions. 

Rathvon  said  the  theatre  pledges  had 
passed  the  8,000  mark  on  February  13.  In  the 
San  Francisco  and  Albany  areas,  he  said,  the 
pledges  were  100  per  cent.  Last  year,  he 
stated,  all  but  10  of  the  715  theatres  in  met- 
ropolitan New  York  and  New  Jersey  made 
collections.  This  year  688  have  sent  in  pledges 
to  date  and  assurances  have  been  received 
the  others  will  be  heard  from.  Collections  in 
this  area  were  $753,219  last  year.  He  pointed 
out  that  with  30,000  wounded  men  being  re- 
turned to  hospitals  monthly  the  demands  on 
the  Red  Cross  were  greater  than  ever  before. 

W.  F.  Rodgers  Is  Toastmaster 

William  F.  Rodgers,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution  for  M-G-M,  was  toastmaster. 
The  industry  has  cheerfully  taken  on  this 
task,  he  said,  and  he  hoped  when  it  was  over 
all  connected  with  it  would  be  able  to  hold 
their  heads  a little  higher.  Rodgers  was  in- 
troduced by  Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson. 

Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  general 
sales  manager,  said  that  because  of  transpor- 
tation problems  a new  plan  had  been  devised 
this  year  for  sending  out  nine  teams  of  two 
men  each  to  cover  the  32  exchange  areas 
February  23-24-25-26.  Meetings  are  to  be 
held  in  each  of  these,  but  where  any  great 
amount  of  traveling  is  required  on  the  part 
of  theatre  men  they  are  told  attendance  is 
not  necessary.  All  necessary  equipment  will 
be  sent  to  them  and  company  salesmen  will 
contact  them. 

Last  year,  Reagan  said,  reports  were  late 
from  about  3,000  theatres  after  the  drive.  He 


Rinzler  Does  a Rush  Job 
As  Red  Cross  Speaker 

New  York — Sam  Rinzler  was  in  rare 
form  at  the  big  Red  Cross  breakfast  in 
the  Waldorf-Astoria. 

“I  hope  my  managers  enjoyed  their 
breakfast,”  he  began.  “I  need  somebody 
to  laugh  and  not  yawn.  My  managers  can 
do  both  at  the  same  time,  but  I hope  they 
laugh.” 

When  the  chuckles  subsided  he  re- 
sumed: “I  slept  in  a hurry  last  night,  I 
ran  over  here,  and  now  they  have  just 
told  me  I have  to  make  my  speech  in  a 
hurry.  Now,  I ask  you,  how  can  I READ 
in  a hurry?” 

Turning  toward  Arthur  Mayer,  he  said: 
“Arthur  has  hurried  back  from  his  Red 
Cross  work  in  the  South  Pacific  (what  a 
lucky  guy!)  to  help  on  this  Red  Cross 
campaign.  While  he  was  there  he  met 
that  other  Arthur — Mac — and  told  him 
how  he  operated  a theatre.  Since  then 
MacArthur  has  been  chasing  Japs  out 
of  one  island  after  another.” 

By  that  time  none  of  the  managers 
could  yawn  without  getting  lockjaw. 


said  all  concerned  hoped  for  100  per  cent 
cooperation  this  year. 

Arthur  Mayer  Flies  From  Pacific 

Arthur  Mayer,  who  flew  10,000  miles  from 
the  South  Pacific  to  attend  the  meeting  and 
take  part  in  the  campaign,  appeared  in  the 
tropical  uniform  of  a Red  Cross  worker.  He 
has  been  acting  as  assistant  commissioner  to 
Stanton  Griffis  in  the  Pacific  areas.  His 
talk  was  received  with  every  evidence  of  en- 
thusiasm. 

He  told  of  seeing  how  boys  in  a hospital  at 
Guam  responded  to  film  showings  and  how 
they  cheered  or  banged  on  their  beds  when 
a chaplain  introduced  him  as  one  of  the 
men  responsible  for  the  16mm  showings  to 
the  armed  services.  He  said  he  wanted  to 
tell  them  of  what  he  had  actually  seen. 

Into  the  Thick  of  Things 

“Attached  to  every  army  or  marine  division 
moving  into  combat  is  a Red  Cross  unit  con- 
sisting of  four  or  five  men,”  he  said.  “When 
our  boys  landed  at  Tinian,  Saipan,  Pelilieu  or 
Kwajalein  they  landed  with  them.  Here,  for 
instance,  is  what  happened  at  Leyte.  At 
H-hour  plus  three  on  D-Day,  our  assault 
troops  were  still  pouring  in  from  the  landing 
craft.  They  were  holding  their  files  over  their 
heads  as  they  waded  ashore,  not  knowing 
what  might  lie  before  them.  A cocoanut 
grove  just  back  of  the  beach  drew  the  at- 
tention of  many  of  them,  for  that  is  the  sort 
of  place  where  they  were  prepared  for  any 
surprise,  except  that  one  they  got.  Under 
the  cocoanut  palms  three  Red  Cross  field 
directors  with  a loaded  jeep  and  trailer  were 
serving  hot  coffee  and  cookies  to  all  comers. 
In  all,  30  field  directors  went  ashore  on  D-Day 
with  our  invading  troops.” 

Mayer  described  the  work  done  by  Red 
Cross  women  in  canteens  and  hospitals. 

“I  have  come  a long  way  to  deliver  what 
I fear  has  been  a long  message,”  he  con- 
cluded. “But  the  substance  of  that  message 
can  be  conveyed,  not  in  my  words,  but  those 
of  an  untutored  boy.  A few  months  ago  at 
Guam,  a dying  lad  was  dictating  a letter  to 
one  of  our  girls.  She  did  something  which  is 
against  Red  Cross  rules,  but  God  will  forgive 
her  for  it.  She  showed  me  the  two  opening 
sentences  on  his  letter.  It  read,  ‘Dear  Mom 
and  Pop — I don’t  know  what  you  planned  to 
send  me  for  Christmas,  but  whatever  you 
meant  to  do,  please  do  twice  as  much  for 
the  Red  Cross.  After  what  they  have  done 
for  me  and  my  buddies  nothing  that  you  can 
do  will  ever  be  enough.’ 

Words  of  a Boy  Now  Dead 

“And  so  I repeat  to  you,  in  the  words  of 
that  dead  boy — whatever  you  mean  to  do, 
please  do  twice  as  much  for  the  Red  Cross; 
for  after  what  they  have  done  for  millions 
of  American  boys,  nothing  you  can  do  will 
ever  be  enough.” 

On  the  dais  were:  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national 
chairman;  Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson,  national  executive 
coordinator;  Leon  J.  Bamberger,  national  campaign 
director;  Leo  Brecher,  associate;  S.  Barret  McCor- 
mick and  Harry  Mandel,  national  publicity  directors; 
Arthur  M.  Brilant,  national  publicity  coordinator; 
Henderson  M.  Richey,  meeting  arrangements;  Her- 
man Robbins,  trailers  and  accessories;  William  C. 
Michel,  corporate  gifts;  John  J.  O'Connor,  home  office 
collections;  John  A.  Farmer,  transportation;  Neil  F. 
Agnew1,  Barney  Balaban,  Walter  L.  Barber,  Edward 
Bell,  Joseph  Bernhard,  Harry  Brandt,  Colby  M. 
Chester,  Max  Cohen,  Frank  Damis,  Si  Fabian,  Her- 
man Gluckman,  Ben  Kalmenson,  Bernie  Kamber, 
Milton  S.  Kusell,  Carl  Leserman,  Harry  Lowenstein. 

Also  Arthur  L.  Mayer,  Robert  Mochrie,  Lucy  Mon- 
roe, Abe  Montague,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Paul 
Moss,  John  J.  O'Connor,  Henry  Randel,  Charles  M. 
Reagan,  William  F.  Rodgers,  Harry  Ross,  Capt.  Ed- 
ward T.  Sandrow,  James  Sauter,  George  J.  Schaefer, 
F.d  Schnitzer,  William  Scully,  Spyros  Skouras,  David 
Weinstock,  William  White  and  Adolph  Zukor. 
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BROADWAY 


O rouped  around  the  steps  of  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral  on  Fifth  Avenue  the  other  day 
were  about  a dozen  enlisted  men,  each  armed 
with  nothing  more  formidable  than  a camera. 
Curious  pedestrians,  nearly  all  on  their  lunch 
hours,  looked  on  while  this  reporter  tried  to 
find  out  what  it  was  all  about.  After  a few 
questions,  we  discovered  that  Jimmy  Jemail, 
the  inquiring  photographer,  was  going  to  put 
a momentous  question  to  several  of  the  on- 
lookers, and  the  army  boys  were  recording 
the  scene  for  inclusion  in  a service  newsreel 
to  be  shown  in  the  camps  throughout  the 
country. 

Phil  Williams,  MOT  advertising  director,  is 
on  a business  trip  to  Atlanta  and  other  south- 
ern 20th-Fox  exchanges. 

Paul  Thomas,  Altec  treasurer,  is  back  from 
a tour  of  the  midwest  district  offices,  and 
Stanley  Hand,  staff  representative,  has  re- 
turned from  Florida  via  the  Atlanta  district. 

Martha  Tilton,  PRC  star,  is  in  town  to 
make  personal  appearances  in  the  east.  Harry 
Blair,  the  company’s  eastern  advertising- 
publicity  manager,  hosted  the  Boston  critics 
at  a dinner  before  the  premiere  of  “Blue- 
beard” at  the  Trans-Lux  Theatre. 

J.  Don  Alexander,  president  of  the  Alex- 
ander Film  Co.  and  chairman  of  the  board 
of  General  Screen  Advertising,  returned  to 
his  home  office  in  Colorado  Springs  after  a 
few  weeks  stay  in  town. 

Alan  Ladd,  Paramount  star,  was  in  town  for 
a week,  during  which  he  was  interviewed  by 
newspapers  and  magazines  as  a buildup  for 
“Salty  O’Rourke,”  his  forthcoming  film.  He 
left  on  a tour  of  military  hospitals  where  he 
will  entertain  convalescent  service  men. 

The  giant  replica  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
in  Times  Square  is  resplendent  these  days. 
Miss  Liberty  got  a facial  and  general  toning 
job  that  would  have  done  credit  to  Antoine’s. 
Reason  for  the  new  paint  job  was  to  make 
Miss  Liberty  shiny  and  beautiful  for  the 
forthcoming  Red  Cross  drive. 

Nunnally  Johnson,  producer-writer  for  In- 
ternational Pictures,  arrived  from  the  coast 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Johnson.  He  will  see 
some  plays  while  in  town  and  then  go  to 
Georgia  to  visit  his  family. 

Sam  Lefkowitz,  UA  New  York  district  man- 
ager, was  in  Scranton  and  Philadelphia. 
While  in  Scranton,  he  discussed  UA  product 
with  John  Nolan.  Lefkowitz  was  accompanied 
by  Mort  Magill,  Philadelphia  branch  man- 
ager. 

Humphrey  Bogart,  Warner  star  currently 
appearing  in  “To  Have  and  Have  Not,”  re- 
turned to  the  coast  to  begin  work  on  his  next 
production,  “The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls.” 

Spyros  P.  Skouras,  20th-Fox  president,  re- 
turned from  the  coast  studios  where  he  held 
conferences  with  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  exec- 
utive head  of  production,  and  Darryl  F.  Zan- 
uck,  vice-president  in  charge  of  production. 

Norman  H.  Moray,  Warners  short  subjects 
sales  manager,  went  to  the  coast  studios  to 
confer  with  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  pro- 
ducer, and  Gordon  Hollingshead,  chief  of 


RETURNS  TO  COAST— Gale  Storm, 
Monogram  star,  bids  farewell  to  the 
metropolis  after  two  weeks  of  personal 
appearances  in  connection  with  “Forever 
Yours.” 


shorts  production,  on  the  release  schedule  for 
the  coming  months. 

Ben  Goetz,  M-G-M’s  production  supervisor 
in  England,  left  for  the  coast  for  a short 
visit,  prior  to  returning  to  Europe. 

Joel  Swensen,  research  and  statistical  rep- 
resentative on  the  advertising  and  publicity 
staff  at  the  Warners  home  office,  became  the 
father  of  a boy,  his  second,  recently. 

Sgt.  William  N.  Levy,  films  adviser  to  the 
director  of  the  army’s  psychological  warfare 
branch  of  Allied  headquarters  in  Italy,  is  in 
town  on  a furlough  after  more  than  two 
years  abroad.  Prior  to  his  induction,  Levy 
was  with  the  UA  foreign  department. 

Moe  Silver,  Warner  Theatres  zone  manager 
in  the  Pittsburgh  territory,  and  Harry  Fein- 
stein,  his  assistant,  were  here  for  home  of- 
fice conferences  recently. 

Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern  head  of  adver- 
tising and  publicity  for  Warners,  returned 
from  Macon,  Ga.,  where  he  attended  the  world 
premiere  of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot.”  He  was 
accompanied  by  Larry  Golob,  eastern  pub- 
licity manager,  and  Don  Gillette,  trade  press 
contact. 

Jules  Lapidus,  Warners  eastern  sales  man- 
ager, was  on  a business  trip  to  Albany,  Bos- 
ton, New  Haven  and  Buffalo. 

Joseph  S.  Hummel,  vice-president  of  War- 
ners International  Corp.,  is  completing  plans 
to  make  a trip  to  London  shortly. 

Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Loew’s  vice-presi- 
dent, celebrated  a birthday  recently. 

Herb  Crooker,  publicity  manager  for  Leo, 
is  expected  back  soon  from  a two-week  visit 
to  the  studios,  with  stopovers  in  Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis  and  Chicago. 

H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  exhibitor  rela- 
tions for  M-G-M,  is  on  a swing  of  exchanges 
in  Atlanta,  Charlotte,  New  Orleans  and 
Washington,  D.  C.,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Red  Cross  drive. 

James  Dunn,  who  appears  in  one  of  the 
leading  roles  in  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,” 


is  in  town,  and  will  remain  until  the  Broad- 
way opening  of  the  picture  at  the  Roxy  . . . 
J.  J.  Unger,  UA  western  division  manager, 
is  back  at  the  home  office  following  a five- 
week  stay  on  the  coast. 

Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  president, 
went  to  Washington  to  present  an  original 
copy  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  to  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

Boris  Karloff  is  in  the  South  Pacific  on  an 
entertainment  tour  under  the  auspices  of 
USO-Camp  Shows.  He  will  work  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Capt.  Maurice  Evans  of  the  army’s 
special  services  division. 

Alexander  Korda,  Metro  production  chief 
in  Great  Britain,  was  to  have  left  the  U.S. 
for  overseas  after  spending  several  months 
on  various  production  matters  in  this  coun- 
try. His  next  film  will  be  an  untitled  one 
starring  Vivien  Leigh. 

Charles  Stern,  Loew’s  assistant  treasurer, 
has  returned  to  the  home  office  from  a two- 
week  vacation  in  Atlantic  City. 

William  Gehring,  20th-Fox  western  division 
manager,  and  E.  H.  Collins,  his  assistant,  vis- 
ited the  Salt  Lake  City  exchange  recently. 
From  there,  Gehring  went  on  to  Los  An- 
gles, while  Collins  returned  to  the  east. 

Fred  Larned  jr.,  son  of  Fred  Larned,  Para- 
mount branch  manager  in  Dallas,  enlisted  in 
the  coast  guard  on  his  17th  birthday. 

Lieut.  Harry  Schlar,  former  booker  at  Par- 
amount’s Boston  exchange  prior  to  his  entry 
in  the  service,  is  now  stationed  in  New  York. 

Meta  Reis,  executive  assistant  to  Richard 
Mealand,  scenario  and  story  editor  at  Para- 
mount’s coast  studios,  left  town  for  the  coast. 
She  was  here  for  two  weeks,  interviewing 
authors,  conferring  with  agents  and  seeing 
plays. 

Don  Sardinas  sr.  of  the  foreign  title  de- 
partment at  Warners  has  five  sons  in  the 
service.  The  last  one  to  be  inducted  was  Don 
Sardinas  jr.,  assistant  to  C.  C.  Ryan,  Warner 
purchasing  agent  in  the  distribution  depart- 
ment . . . Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners  general 
sales  manager,  is  back  at  the  home  office 
from  a series  of  sales  conferences  on  the 
coast  with  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  pro- 
ducer, and  Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity. 

Leonard  Palumbo,  assistant  to  G.  R.  Key- 
ser,  foreign  advertising  and  publicity  man- 
ager for  Warners,  is  dabbling  in  politics  these 
days.  He  was  recently  designated  village 
trustee  of  Tuckahoe,  N.Y.,  his  home,  for  a 
two-year  term.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Eastchester  and  Tuckahoe  Republican  com- 
mittees. 

Wally  Brown  and  Alan  Carney  will  begin 
work  on  RKO’s  “Radio  Stars  on  Parade”  after 
concluding  their  three-week  tour  of  army 
hospitals  in  northern  California  and  the 
northwest  for  the  Hollywood  Victory  Com- 
mittee . . . Peter  Lorre,  Warner  star,  will 
make  his  first  appearance  on  a New  York 
stage  March  2 when  he  opens  a personal  en- 
gagement at  the  Strand  coincident  with 
“Hotel  Berlin,”  in  which  he  has  a prominent 
role. 

Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern  head  of  adver- 
tising and  publicity  for  Warners,  went  to 
Macon,  Ga.,  to  take  part  in  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot.”  He  was  ac- 
companied by  Larry  Golob,  eastern  publicity 
manager,  and  Don  Gillette,  trade  press  con- 
tact . . . Sol  A.  Schwartz,  general  manager  of 
RKO's  out-of-town  theatres,  and  William 
Howard,  his  assistant,  are  on  a tour  of  RKO’s 
midwestern  theatres.  They  will  meet  with 
division  and  theatre  managers  and  discuss 
circuit  matters  in  addition  to  making  plans 
for  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  drive. 
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"Co-Eds"  Rolls  Up  Big 
Take  in  Firsl  Week 

NEW  YORK — Abbott  & Costello’s  newest 
Comedy,  “Here  Come  the  Co-Eds,”  opened 
strongly  at  Loew’s  Criterion,  followed  closely 
by  UA’s  “The  Guest  in  the  House”  at  the 
Capitol.  At  the  Rialto,  “Frisco  Sal”  turned 
in  an  above-average  week’s  take. 

RKO-Goldwyn’s  “The  Princess  and  the 
Pirate,”  in  its  second  week  at  the  Astor,  fin- 
ished within  hailing  distance  of  the  first,  a 
record-breaker.  “Objective,  Burma!”  con- 
tinued to  landoffice  business  at  the  Strand. 

“Hangover  Square”  finished  its  third  and 
final  week  at  the  Roxy,  while  “Guest  in  the 
House”  was  in  its  second  stanza  at  the 


Capitol. 

(Average  is  100) 

Astor — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

2nd  wk ; 200 

Capitol — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  plus 

stage  show  165 

Criterion — Her©  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ) 170 

Hollywood — Roughly  Speaking  (WB),  3rd  wk 120 

Palace — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO),  4th  wk 140 

Paramount — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para),  plus 

stage  show,  2nd  wk 135 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — A Song  to  Remember 

(Col),  plus  stage  show,  4th  wk 160 

Rialto — Frisco  Sal  (Univ)  150 

Rivoli — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

8th  wk 135 

Roxy — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show,  2nd  wk 155 

Strand — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  plus  stage 
show,  4th  wk ; 175 


“WAVES"  Gets  Big  Share  of  Boxoffice 
Take  of  Week  at  Philadelphia 

PHILADELPHIA — Brisk  busines  continued 
here  last  week  despite  the  fact  that  the  bulk 
of  the  product  was  holdover.  One  newcomer, 
“Here  Comes  the  WAVES”  got  a major  por- 
tion of  the  boxoffice  take,  with  “I’ll  Be  See- 
ing You”  in  the  runner-up  position.  “Sunday 
Dinner  for  a Soldier”  received  smart  buildup 
through  service  tieups. 

Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  9th  wk 175 


Arcadia — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 155 

Boyd — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Eerie — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep),  plus  Ina 

Ray  Hutton  orchestra  on  stage 110 

Fox — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA) - 195 

Karlton — Wuthering  Heights  (FC)  175 

Keith's — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox),  after 

two  wks.  at  Boyd 175 

Mastbaum — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  5th  wk...l45 
Stanley — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 240 


Stanton — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox). ...180 


“Song"  Continues  Strong  in  Second 
Week  at  Buffalo  Lafayette 

BUFFALO — “A  Song  to  Remember”  con- 
tinued strong  with  a second  new  co-attrac- 
tion, “Mark  of  the  Whistler,”  at  the  Lafay- 
ette with  186  per  cent  in  a holdover.  A third 
week  was  assured.  “The  Sign  of  the  Cross,” 
reissued,  and  “Army  Wives”  were  good  at  the 
20th  Century.  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom” 
moved  over  to  the  Hippodrome  after  seven 
days  at  the  Buffalo.  The  brownout  may  have 
had  some  slight  effect  on  boxoffices  during 
its  first  week  here,  film  observers  believe. 


Buffalo — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 105 

Great  Lakes — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 130 

Hippodrome — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  ( 20th- 
Fox);  The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) , 2nd  d.  t. 

wk ...106 

Lafayette — A Song  to  Remember  (Col),  2nd  d.  t. 

wk.;  Mark  of  the  Whistler  (Col)  186 

20th  Century — The  Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para); 

Army  Wives  (Mono)  115 


More  Dates  Are  Fixed 
For  "Weapon  of  War" 

NEW  YORK — “Weapon  of  War,”  army  pic- 
torial service  cartoon  film  based  on  the  Nazi 
divide-and-conquer  propaganda  methods,  will 
be  released  shortly  in  the  Boston,  New  Haven 
and  Philadelphia  areas  through  WAC.  The 
film  is  being  distributed  on  a regional  basis, 
with  New  York  and  Los  Angeles  having  been 
covered  to  date.  The  running  time  is  five  and 
one-half  minutes. 


Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


OAISED  eyebrows  will  probably  greet  the 
disclosure  that  some  600  subsequent  run 
houses  in  the  metropolitan  zone  are  using 
special  trailerettes  to  advertise  their  coming 
attractions.  These  brief  trailers  run  to  10-18 
feet  and  contain  only  the  name  of  the  fea- 
ture, cast  and  an  atmospheric  background. 

The  same  source  who  furnished  the  above 
estimate  revealed  that  within  the  past  few 
months  approximately  150  additional  neigh- 
borhood theatres  have  switched  to  this  type 
of  screen  advertising. 

Just  why  this  trend  should  be  accented  at 
this  particular  time,  this  Filmrow  inform- 
ant wasn’t  quite  sure,  but  he  has  theories 
about  as  follows:  (a)  subsequent  run  houses 
are  pressed  for  time,  what  with  the  govern- 
ment and  various  campaign  reels  that  must 
be  shown;  (b)  many  exhibitors  operating  the 
late  runs  feel  that  the  trailerettes  do  a bet- 
ter job,  all  things  considered. 

These  exhibitors  are  said  to  feel  that  the 
various  films  are  pre-sold  in  the  first  runs 
and  that  their  patrons  know  pretty  much 
whether  or  not  they  want  to  see  any  par- 
ticular one.  Furthermore,  they  feel  that  the 
simple  reminder  of  the  title,  cast  and  an  art 
background  giving  some  idea  of  the  type  of 
story  is  all  that  is  necessary. 

Formerly  only  the  so-called  art  houses  used 
the  specially-prepared  trailerettes. 


FILMROW  GLEANINGS:  Former  Exhibi- 
tor Carl  Bogner,  of  Livingston  Manor,  N.Y., 
visited  friends  along  Celluloid  Lane  . . . Metro 
Booker  John  Cuniff  was  at  LaGuardia  Air- 
port to  greet  his  cousin,  Capt.  Bill  McCleary, 
USMC,  home  from  three  years  of  war  in  the 
Pacific. 


E.  M.  Loew,  New  England  circuit  chief,  as- 
sumes management  of  his  first  house  in  the 
New  York  area.  It  is  the  Crossbay,  1,400, 
seater  in  Queens,  formerly  operated  by  Rand- 
force  . . . James  A.  Silverman,  nephew  of 
Metro  Booker  Virginia  Aaron,  was  in  from 
the  naval  training  station  at  Bainbridge, 
Md.,  for  a weekend  leave. 


RKO’s  exchange  is  leading  the  field  in 
three  categories  in  the  Ned  E.  Depinet  Sales 
Drive,  January  19  through  May  10.  Last  re- 
ports had  the  personnel  in  first  place  in  the 
following  contests:  “Snow  White,”  “Up  in 
Arms,”  and  Walt  Disney  groupings.  They  are 
occupying  runner-up  positions  in  the  “This 
Is  America”  and  “Casanova  Brown,”  divi- 
sions. 


Republic  Salesman  Dave  Black  is  back  after 
undergoing  an  operation  . . . Joe  Felder,  for- 
mer Monogram  manager,  is  enjoying  a Flor- 
ida vacation  prior  to  announcing  his  future 
plans  . . . Etta  V.  Segall,  Monogram’s  chief 
booker,  was  a weekend  visitor  at  Elberson, 
N.  J. 


Bob  Goldfarb,  United  Artists  accessories 
sales  manager,  has  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge from  the  army  and  is  back  at  his  desk 
. . . Herbert  Seletsky,  formerly  of  the  Colum- 
bia exchange,  who  was  recently  reported 
missing  in  action,  is  a prisoner  of  the  Ger- 
mans. 


Tony  Agoglia,  former  UA  booker,  had  a 
harrowing  experience  back  of  the  German 
lines  in  Naziland,  according  to  a letter  re- 
ceived by  a friend  here.  Lost  behind  the  Ger- 
man lines,  he  made  his  way  back  to  the  U.S. 
lines  by  swimming  rivers  and  tramping 
scores  of  miles  until  exhausted  . . . but  he 
made  it! 


Joseph  Gallagher,  in  charge  of  out-of-town 
accessory  shipments  at  the  National  Screen 


Service  headquarters  in  civilian  life  writes  to 
Irving  Dreeben,  UA  ad  sales  clerk,  that  the 
boys  in  the  front  lines  are  trying  to  finish 
the  job  as  quickly  as  possible.  He  is  fighting 
the  Nazis  on  the  western  front. 


F.D.R.  THANKS:  President  Roosevelt  has 
acknowledged  a poem  written  in  commemora- 
tion of  his  birthday  by  Gertrude  Strull  of 
the  UA  booking  department  . . . Marjorie 
Meyers,  assistant  booker  at  UA,  was  ten- 
dered a birthday  party  by  her  fellow  workers. 


Exhibitors  who  visit  Metro’s  New  York  ex- 
change has  been  ogling  the  two  large  black- 
boards with  a mass  of  data  which  stand  near 
the  office  of  District  Manager  John  J.  Bowen. 
Close  inspection  reveals  the  names  of  every 
theatre  both  in  the  New  York  and  New  Jer- 
sey exchanges. 

Some  630  theatres  are  listed  on  the  New 
York  exchange  blackboard  and  some  500  on 
the  New  Jersey  tabulation.  In  addition  to 
the  theatres  the  entire  season’s  product  is 
listed  so  that  anyone  can  tell  at  a glance  who 
has  bought  what.  * 


The  Embassy  and  Astor,  Newark,  and  Ox- 
ford, Little  Falls,  N.  J.,  which  formerly  booked 
through  Associated  Theatres  of  New  Jersey, 
are  now  booking  through  the  Brandt  office 
. . . A persistent  rumor  in  Filmrow  had  it  that 
Associated  would  be  absorbed  shortly  by  the 
Independent  Theatres  Service,  Inc.,  a newly- 
formed  booking  office. 


Exhibitor  Maurice  Broskie  has  leased  the 
Windsor,  West  Orange,  which  he  will  oper- 
ate with  L.  Cohen.  Otto  Rettig,  ex-big  league 
baseball  pitcher,  formerly  operated  . . . Em- 
bassy, Bayonne,  has  been  shuttered  by  L.  C. 
Wilcox  . . . Lieut.  Wilbur  Snaper,  a former 
exhibitor  in  his  civilian  days,  is  under  obser- 
vation for  a stomach  ailment  at  the  Fort 
Dix  post  hospital.  Lieutenant  Snaper  recently 
completed  a 30-day  furlough  after  doing  a 
tour  of  duty  overseas. 


Charles  Naggy,  who  operated  the  Palace, 
Bound  Brook,  before  he  entered  the  marines 
two  years  ago,  expects  to  return  to  civilian 
life  soon.  He  will  resume  operation  of  the 
Palace  . . . RKO  Salesman  Ed  Carroll’s  son 
is  a member  of  the  Fourth  division  marines 
attacking  the  Japs  on  Iwo  island  in  the 
Pacific. 


Joe  Goldenberg,  ad  sales  manager  at  the 
20th-Fox  exchange,  arranged  an  attractive 
display  for  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn.”  He 
set  up  one-sheets  of  each  of  the  important 
characters  in  easels  which  were  flanked  by 
synthetic  trees  for  atmosphere. 


Motion  Picture  Associates  met  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  . . . Shirley  Mandel  of  the  20th-Fox 
exchange  ad  sales  staff,  was  welcomed  back 
after  an  absence  of  a week  due  to  a death 
in  the  family. 


Stage  and  Wall  Drapes 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


|ST 


J(JOHN) 

ENKINS 


CLASS  DISTRIBUTION  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  SOUTH  — thru 


&B 


(O.  K.) 

OURGEOIS 


ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 
HARWOOD  AND  JACKSON  STS. 
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TRIBUTE  TO  A VETERAN — Representative  exhibitors  in  the  metropolitan 
area  and  film  executives  paid  a tribute  to  Joseph  J.  Felder  at  the  Hickory  House. 
After  a Florida  vacation,  Felder  will  return  to  New  York  to  become  associated  with 
Noel  Meadow  in  promotion  of  stage  and  screen  tieups.  He  has  resigned  as  Mono- 
gram’s branch  manager. 

Clockwise:  Jack  Goldman,  proprietor  of  Hickory  House;  Maurice  Maurer,  oper- 
ator of  the  Astor  and  Victoria;  Harry  Goldstein,  Monogram;  Louis  Geller,  Con- 
solidated; Jerry  Herzog,  Meyer  Solomon,  Norton  Ritchie,  Pete  Friedhof,  John  Har- 
rington and  Jack  Farkas,  Monogram;  Dave  Deitz,  recently  with  “Chicken  Every 
Sunday,”  stage  show;  Lloyd  Lind  and  Nat  Furst,  Monogram;  Frank  M.  Fischer, 
Noel  Meadow,  I.  Zatkin,  David  A.  Levy,  and,  in  the  foreground,  Felder. 


Reports  Conflict  on 
16mm  Stock  Supply 

NEW  YORK — Conflicting  reports  on  the 
raw  stock  situation  in  the  16mm  field  range 
from  flat  statements  that  there  is  no  more 
stock  available  for  the  current  quarter  to 
assurances  that  the  current  crisis  has  defi- 
nitely passed,  and  there  will  be  sufficient  film 
for  civilian  purposes  for  all  firms. 

Characterizing  this  lack  of  unanimity  are 
recently  published  statements  that  “be- 
tween 50,000,000  and  90,000,000  feet  of  raw 
stock  will  be  available  for  civilian  consump- 
tion during  the  second  quarter  of  1945.”  Oth- 
ers of  a more  cautious  nature  hope  for  an 
easing  of  the  currently  tight  situation  in  the 
near  future 

Some  executives  in  the  small-gauge  field 
said  that  if  90,000,000  feet  of  film  were  made 
available  by  the  WPB  for  civilian  consump- 
tion in  the  second  quarter,  it  would  more  than 
take  care  of  the  needs  of  all  firms.  They 
pointed  out  that  such  an  amount  of  film  is 
more  than  was  produced  in  the  entire  year 
of  1940.  This  90,000,000  figure  would  be  ex- 
clusive of  the  demands  of  the  army  and  navy, 
but  from  this  would  be  deducted  the  amounts 
required  by  the  various  governmental 
agencies. 

Other  executives  pointed  out  that  the 
amount  of  raw  stock  available  in  the  forth- 
coming quarter  would  be  entirely  dependent 
upon  the  progress  of  the  war.  They  said 
that  great  optimism  was  exuded  by  the  in- 
dustry around  Christmas,  but  events  follow- 
ing immediately  thereafter  on  the  western 
front  with  the  attack  by  the  Nazis  had  de- 
flated that  optimism  considerably. 

At  present,  the  situation  for  the  current 
quarter  is  conceded  to  be  tight,  although  some 


firms  say  that  there  is  enough  stock  avail- 
able to  carry  on,  even  though  in  many  in- 
stances it  means  paring  down  normal  opera- 
tions and  working  on  a day-to-day  basis.  An 
instance  was  cited  where  a 16mm  firm  had 
an  urgent  order  for  120,000  feet  of  film,  and, 
after  much  scratching  and  sweating,  12,000 
feet,  or  ten  per  cent  of  what  was  needed,  was 
finally  found. 

No  figures  have  been  released  thus  far  by 
WPB  officials  on  the  definite  amount  of  raw 
stock  that  will  be  available  for  the  second 
quarter.  Members  of  the  16mm  advisory 
committee  who  were  in  Washington  for  the 
first  meeting  with  the  WPB  were  not  able  to 
disclose  any  of  the  results  of  the  session. 

Rinzler  Regrets  Mixup 
On  Children's  Passes 

NEW  YORK — Describing  the  refusal  of  sev- 
eral Broadway  theatres  to  honor  passes  pre- 
sented by  public  and  parochial  school  chil- 
dren Monday  as  a “most  unfortunate  thing,” 
Sam  Rinzler,  WAC  theatres  division  co- 
chairman,  explained  the  circumstances  lead- 
ing up  to  the  misunderstanding. 

Rinzler  said  that  the  passes,  earned  by  the 
schoolchildren  for  participation  in  a six- 
week  WPB-CDVO  Movie  Matinee  Day  con- 
test on  the  basis  of  one  free  ticket  to  every 
100  pounds  of  wastepaper  collected,  were 
meant  only  for  admission  to  neighborhood 
theatres,  according  to  an  understanding  with 
the  OPA. 

Broadway  theatre  managers  were  relieved 
of  any  responsibility  by  Rinzler,  who  said 
that  most  of  the  managers  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  special  matinees,  and  were  surprised 
by  the  large  turnout.  Rinzler  said  that 
Broadway  houses  were  banned  because  the 
do  not  have  matrons  on  duty  to  supervise 
the  children. 


Seventh  of  Paramount 
Sales  Meetings  Held 

NEW  YORK — Delegations  from  New  York, 
Boston,  Buffalo,  Albany  and  New  Haven 
Paramount  branch  offices  attended  a two- 
day  regional  sales  meeting,  convened  by 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution,  at  the  Hotel  Pierre.  The 
meeting,  seventh  of  a series  being  held 
throughout  the  country,  was  presided  over  by 
William  H.  Erbb,  eastern  division  manager. 

Other  home  office  representatives  present 
were  G.  A.  Smith,  western  division  manager; 
J.  J.  Donohue,  central  division  manager; 
Hugh  Owen,  New  York  and  southern  division 
manager;  R.  M.  Gillham,  advertising  and 
publicity  director;  Oscar  A.  Morgan,  general 
sales  manager  of  short  subjects  and  Para- 
mount News;  Claude  Lee,  director  of  public 
relations;  A1  Wilkie,  publicity  manager;  Alec 
Moss,  exploitation  manager;  Stanley  Shu- 
ford,  advertising  manager,  and  C.  J.  Scollard, 
H.  J.  Lorber,  A.  J.  Dunne,  Lester  Coleman,  F. 
A.  Leroy,  J.  A.  Walsh,  Joseph  Phillipson,  G. 
Knox  Haddow,  Jack  Roper,  Stanley  Chase, 
Sam  Palmer  and  A1  Finestone. 

Field  representatives  attending  were: 

New  York — Milton  Kusell,  district  manager;  Henry 
Randel,  branch  manager;  Myron  Sattler,  sales  man- 
ager; Nathan  Beier,  Max  Mednel,  A1  Gebhardt,  Ed- 
ward Bell,  salesmen;  Jack  Perley,  head  booker. 

Boston — A.  M.  Kane,  district  manager;  Ed  W.  Ruff, 
branch  manager;  John  Gubbins,  sales  manager; 
Kenneth  Robinson,  Edward  Braley,  W.  L.  Hughes, 
H.  O.  Lewis,  Edward  Maloney,  salesmen;  John  Kane, 
booking  manager. 

Buffalo — M.  A.  Brown,  branch  manager;  Maurice 
Simon,  Marvin  Kempner,  salesmen;  S.  R.  Etkin,  book- 
ing manager. 

Albany — C.  G.  Eastman,  branch  manager;  Rich- 
ard Hayes,  Schuyler  Beattie,  salesmen;  Harold  Wyck- 
off,  head  booker. 

New  Haven — John  Moore,  branch  manager;  Henry 
Germaine,  C.  G.  Walsh,  salesmen;  Richard  Carroll, 
booking  manager. 

Also  present  were:  Arnold  Van  Leer,  district  ad- 
vertising manager  for  Boston  and  New  Haven;  Ed- 
ward J.  Wall,  district  advertising  representative  for 
Buffalo  and  Albany,  and  James  Harris,  Boston  district 
short  subjects  supervisor. 

Office  Union  Argument 
Going  Before  the  WLB 

NEW  YORK — Conciliation  in  the  contract 
and  salary  dispute  between  the  CIO  Screen 
Office  and  Professional  Employes  Guild  Local 
109  and  RKO,  Columbia,  Loew’s,  Paramount, 
UA  and  20th-Fox  has  ended  with  disagree- 
ment on  all  points,  and  the  issues  in  the  case 
are  now  being  prepared  for  certification  to 
the  WLB. 

Affected  in  the  dispute  are  some  2,000  film 
white-collar  workers  in  the  area.  Original 
negotiations  between  company  and  union 
representatives  proved  fruitless,  and  the  case 
was  submitted  for  conciliation  to  James  Fitz- 
patrick, U.S.  commissioner,  who  was  unable 
to  resolve  differences  between  the  parties  in 
the  dispute  after  weeks  of  negotiations. 

At  a union  meeting  during  the  week  at 
the  Fraternal  Club  house,  the  membership 
approved  the  report  of  the  negotiating  com- 
mittee, and  also  decided  to  withdraw  its  con- 
sent to  use  by  the  companies  of  the  merit 
fund  plan  contained  in  WLB  general  order  31 
for  establishing  a schedule  of  merit  increases. 
It  was  explained  that  this  action  was  taken 
to  prevent  discriminatory  practices  arising 
from  possible  unilateral  action  by  the  com- 
panies. 

The  membership  also  favorably  considered 
a request  from  Lewis  Merrill,  president  of  the 
United  Office  and  Professional  Workers  of 
America,  with  which  the  SOPEG  is  affiliated, 
to  hold  up  action  on  the  merit  fund  matter 
until  he  might  have  the  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss the  situation  with  industry  leaders. 


To  Handle  "Flame  of  Klondike" 

Gene  Lewis,  associate  producer,  is  set  to 
handle  “Flame  of  the  Klondike”  at  Uni- 
versal. 
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WB  Ups  "Hotel"  Staff 

NEW  YORK — Warners  will  augment  its 
field  staff  to  a total  of  30  in  ballyhooing 
“Hotel  Berlin.”  In  addition  to  the  regular 
field  force  under  Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern 
head  of  advertising  and  publicity,  several 
home  office  and  studio  exploiteers  will  be 
sent  to  hypo  premieres  in  key  cities.  A special 
press  book  for  these  campaigns  will  supple- 
ment the  regular  press  book. 


Ornstein  the  Hero 

NEW  YORK — At  long  last,  Alexander 
Korda,  M-G-M’s  production  chief  in  Great 
Britain  has  obtained  a long-wanted  type- 
writer! 

His  search  for  one  started  in  England  sev- 
eral months  ago;  even  before  he  came  to  this 
country  for  a visit  to  the  Metro  home  office 
and  the  studios  on  the  coast.  He  took  up 
the  search  again  when  he  arrived  in  the 
U.S.,  both  in  New  York  and  in  Hollywood. 
No  luck! 

Just  a few  days  before  hopping  off  for  the 
return  voyage  to  England,  Korda  happened 
to  ask  Bill  Ornstein,  M-G-M  trade  press 
contact,  whether  he  knew  of  anyone  who  had 
a typewriter  to  sell.  He  was  pleasantly  sur- 
prised when  Bill  said  that  he,  himself,  had 
one  and  would  Korda  like  to  take  a look  at  it? 

A deal  was  made  in  short  order  and  Korda 
is  returning  to  the  “tight  little  isle”  with  the 
machine. 

The  typewriter  will  go  to  his  son,  a former 
newspaper  man  working  for  the  British  Min- 
istry of  Information,  who  was  unable  to  ob- 
tain one  in  a thorough  search  through  the 
British  Isles. 

Service  Documentaries 
Barred  From  Awards 

NEW  YORK — Films  made  by  army  cam- 
eramen and  released  through  OWI  and  WAC 
will  not  be  eligible  for  any  merit  awards  by 
the  motion  picture  industry,  including  Acad- 
emy Oscars. 

A letter  from  Col.  Edward  J.  Munson  jr., 
signal  corps  chief  of  the  pictorial  service,  to 
William  Dozier,  chairman  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture academy  special  committee  on  docu- 
mentary awards,  explains  officially  the  posi- 
tion of  the  army  in  this  matter. 

The  letter  states:  “The  chief  signal  officer 
has  directed  me  to  advise  you  that  it  is 
not  now  the  policy  of  the  army  pictorial 
service  to  submit  any  motion  pictures  pro- 
duced by  it  for  consideration  in  a competition 
for  an  honorary  award.  The  policy  is  based 
on  the  fact  that  motion  pictures  produced  by 
the  war  department  are  designed  to  meet 
direct  military  or  other  specific  war  de- 
partment purposes  and  are  not  produced  with 
a view  to  being  placed  in  competition  with 
any  commercially  produced  pictures. 

“The  chief  signal  officer  and  the  army 
pictorial  service  are  deeply  appreciative  of 
the  academy’s  gracious  invitation  to  sub- 
mit nominations  for  awards  of  merit.  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  to  do  so  would  contravene 
the  basic  policy  of  the  army  pictorial  service. 
Consequently,  the  invitation  must  be  reluc- 
tantly declined.” 


French  Radio  Men  Coming 

NEW  YORK — NBC  executives  are  awaiting 
the  arrival  in  this  country  of  Pierre  Garigues, 
head  of  technical  research  for  Radiodiffusion, 
Paris,  and  Pierre  Schaeffer,  an  engineer,  also 
connected  with  the  French  government  net- 
work. Visiting  the  U.S.  at  the  invitation  of 
OWI,  Garigues  and  Schaeffer  are  expected 
to  remain  for  about  two  months. 


GRAINGER  A ROOTER — Republic  Pictures’  president  and  general  sales  man- 
ager was  an  enthusiastic  spectator  at  the  bowling  match  between  Republic  men  and 
the  Grumman  Aircraft  team  at  the  New  York  Athletic  Club. 


Claire  Trevor,  Powell 
Guests  at  RKO  Party 

NEW  YORK — Claire  Trevor  and  Dick 
Powell,  stars  of  RKO  Radio's  “Murder,  My 
Sweet,”  were  guests  of  honor  at  a reception 
at  the  Plaza  Hotel. 

Among  those  present  were  Kelcey  Allen, 
Ralph  Austrian,  Howard  Barnes,  Chester 
Bahn,  R.  W.  Baremore,  Frank  Burke,  Leon 
Bamberger,  James  Brennan,  Charles  Boas- 
berg,  Bosley  Crowther,  Alton  Cook,  Ned  E. 
Depinet,  Arthur  Folwell,  William  Falvey,  John 
Farmer,  Otis  Gurnsey  jr„  Radie  Harris,  Jack 
Harrison,  James  M.  Jerauld,  Malcolm  Kings- 
berg,  Nat  Levy,  Harry  Michalson,  Robert 
Mohrie,  Harry  Mandel,  Harold  Mirisch,  S. 
Barret  McCormick,  Rutgers  Neilson,  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  A.  A.  Schubart,  Maj.  L.  E.  Thomp- 
son and  others. 


Two  WAC  Shorts  for  March 

NEW  YORK — Two  new  ten-minute  shorts 
are  scheduled  for  release  in  March  by  WAC. 
Both  deal  with  home  front  problems.  They 
are  called,  “The  Story  With  Two  Endings,” 
a story  about  runaway  prices  after  World 
War  I and  suggestions  on  how  to  avoid  them 
now,  and  “The  Enemy  Strikes,”  a war  de- 
partment subject  showing  the  effects  of  com- 
placency on  the  home  front. 


WJZ  on  24-Hour  Basis 

NEW  YORK— Radio  station  WJZ  will  re- 
main on  the  air  24  hours  a day,  seven  days 
a week,  with  the  inauguration  of  a new  all- 
night  program.  This  is  a reversal  of  its  re- 
cent decision  to  sign  off  from  two  to  six  in 
the  morning. 


Little  Theatres  Hit 
By  Full  War  Purses 

PHILADELPHIA— The  little  neighborhood 
houses  are  doing  a lot  of  moaning  about  war 
boom  money.  Usually  last  run  houses,  they 
don’t  get  the  pictures  until  almost  everyone 
has  seen  them  at  the  larger  midcity  spots,  or 
at  the  key  neighborhood  theatres. 

The  15-cent-admission  neighborhoods  say 
that  because  “everyone  has  so  much  money” 
they  can  afford  to  go  into  the  bigger  places 
and  pay  the  higher  prices.  The  present  75- 
cent  and  $1  admissions  charged  by  the  de 
luxe  houses  no  longer  bar  flush  war  workers 
from  seeing  the  picture  they  desire. 

Even  gas  rationing,  the  neighborhood  own- 
ers say,  hasn’t  affected  the  midcity  grosses 
too  much.  So  the  little  fellows  are  waiting 
hopefully  for  the  postwar  era,  when  there 
won’t  be  so  much  big  money  around. 

NBR  Selects  2 Features 
And  13  Short  Subjects 

NEW  YORK— The  National  Board  of  Re- 
view has  approved  as  selected  features  War- 
ners’ “Roughly  Speaking”  and  Columbia’s 
“Tonight  and  Every  Night.” 

More  than  a dozen  short  subjects  received 
the  board’s  approval.  They  were:  “Author  in 
Babyland”  (Univ),  “Bear  Facts”  (Univ), 
"Black  Arrow,”  serial  (Col);  “Brenda  Starr, 
Reporter,  serial  (Col);  “Canyons  of  the  Sun” 
<20th-Fox>;  “Jungle  Queen,”  serial  (Univ); 
“Kings  of  the  Fairways”  (Col);  “Inside  China 
Today”  (MOT-20th-Fox) ; “Mighty  Mouse  and 
the  Pirates”  (20th-Fox);  “Port  of  Missing 
Mice”  (20th -Fox);  “Screen  Snapshots  No.  6" 
(Col);  “Village  of  the  Past”  (Univ),  and 
“Wingmen  of  Tomorrow”  (Univ). 


LUNCHES  FOR  DONORS — Harold  Newman,  manager  of  Century’s  Kingsway 
Theatre,  Brooklyn,  added  a novel  note  to  his  blood  donor  campaign  by  offering  to 
take  patron  donors  out  to  dinner  after  they  had  contributed. 
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THEY'LL  COLLABORATE — William  L.  Nichols,  editor,  and  Jerry  Mason,  exec- 
utive editor  of  This  Week,  with  Frederic  Ullman  jr.,  producer  of  This  Is  America 
for  RKO,  confer  on  plans  for  editorial  collaboration  on  future  releases. 


Slate  Red  Cross  Rally 
For  the  Albany  Area 

ALBANY — A luncheon  launching  the  an- 
nual Red  Cross  campaign  in  this  area  were 
held  at  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel  Sunday  (25)  at 
noon.  Ben  Kalmenson,  general  sales  manager 
for  Warners,  and  Maj.  J.  Leslie  Thompson, 
RKO  executive,  were  to  speak.  Seventy-five 
to  100  exhibitors  and  distributors  were  ex- 
pected to  attend. 

Cooperation  from  every  one  of  the  theatres 
in  the  Albany  district,  about  215,  has  been 
pledged. 

C.  J.  Latta,  upstate  manager  for  Warner 
Theatres,  and  Ray  Smith,  branch  manager 
of  Warner-Vitagraph,  head  the  drive  com- 
mittee. Arthur  Newman,  Republic  manager, 
will  be  film  chairman  for  Albany. 


To  Talk  on  Television 

SAN  FRANCISCO— John  F.  Royal,  NBC 
vice-president  in  charge  of  television,  will 
address  the  Advertising  Club,  March  17,  on 
the  subject  of  “Television.”  He  has  been  at 
his  company’s  west  coast  headquarters  in 
Hollywood  for  the  past  three  weeks,  devel- 
oping the  network’s  future  video  plans  in 
the  film  capital. 


A.  J.  Tindall  Is  Chairman 

ROCHESTER — Allen  J.  Tindal,  president 
of  Motion  Picture  Operators  Union  No.  253, 
is  chairman  of  the  food  panel  of  the  Monroe 
County  rationing  board.  He  succeeds  Alvah 
G.  Strong.  Tindall,  former  “mayor”  of  White 
City,  a lakeside  suburb,  has  been  a member 
of  the  rationing  board  since  1942. 


Henry  Randel  in  Charge 

NEW  YORK — Henry  Randel,  Paramount’s 
New  York  exchange  manager,  has  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  branch  until  such  time  as  a 
final  decision  is  reached  as  to  the  successor  to 
Milton  S.  Kusell,  former  metropolitan  district 
manager  who  joins  Vanguard. 


Tom  Barry  Is  Head  Booker 

ALBANY — Tom  Barry  is  the  new  head 
booker  and  office  manager  at  20th-Fox  here. 
He  has  been  with  the  company  for  15  years, 
recently  as  a print  booker  in  the  New  York 
exchange.  Barry  succeeds  Dan  Houlihan, 
who  was  promoted  to  salesman. 


Wayne  Signs  Five-Year  Contract 

Republic  has  signed  John  Wayne  to  a new 
five-year  contract. 


Rescued  Nurses  Puzzled 
By  Sinatra  and  GI 

PHILADELPHIA— Roxane  Whittier  Pol- 
lock, former  Philadelphia  Record  reporter 
now  serving  with  the  Red  Cross  in  the  South 
Pacific,  interviewed  some  of  the  local  nurses 
recently  released  from  an  internment  camp 
near  Manila.  One  of  the  nurses,  Adele  Fore- 
man of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  asked  with  a puzzled 
expression:  “Who  is  this  guy  Frank  Sinatra?” 

She  was  told  he  was  currently  a favorite 
singer. 

“Oh,”  said  Nurse  Foreman.  “We  heard 
some  of  the  soldiers  who  rescued  us  talking 
about  him.  And  about  some  ‘paper  dolly’ 
and  a ‘Pistol  Packin'  Mama.’  A soldier 
kept  singing  that  even  while  the  prison  was 
being  shelled  by  the  Japs.  We  had  never 
heard  any  of  those  things  before.” 

Another  nurse  confessed  she  had  never 
heard  the  expression  “GI”.  It  apparently  was 
not  popular  before  the  fall  of  Corregidor. 


Nick  Coggin  in  Hospital 

ALBANY — Nick  Coggin,  operator  of  Town 
Hall  in  Cazenovia,  suffered  a possible  broken 
back  and  fractured  skull  when  he  fell  off 
the  roof  of  the  theatre  while  shoveling  snow. 
He  is  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Syracuse,  and 
is  reported  to  be  in  serious  condition.  John 
G.  Von  of  the  Edmeston  Theatre  in  nearby 
Edmeston,  is  directing  the  Town  Hall  for 
Coggin  during  the  latter’s  confinement. 


Associates  Planning 
26th  Dinner-Dance 

NEW  YORK — Motion  Picture  Associates  at 
a regular  business  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
discussed  plans  for  the  26th  annual  dinner- 
dance.  The  function  will  be  held  some  time 
in  May,  probably  at  a night  club.  David  K. 
Stern  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  talent 
committee. 

President  Morris  Sanders  reported  that  ap- 
proximately 200  members  answered  the  recent 
questionnaire  sent  to  members  requesting 
their  reaction  to  a proposed  group  insurance 
plan.  He  said  that  a plan  would  be  worked 
out  furnishing  the  insurance  to  those  who 
have  expressed  a desire  for  it. 

"Winged  Victory"  Opens 
Big  at  London  Tivoli 

LONDON  — “Winged  Victory,”  20th-Fox 
production,  got  off  to  a flying  start  at  the 
Tivoli,  receiving  unstinted  praise  from  both 
trade  and  lay  press.  At  the  picture’s  pre- 
miere 700  American  officers  and  men  of  the 
USAAF  acted  as  hosts  to  their  counterparts 
of  the  RAF. 

One  of  the  highlights  was  the  presenta- 
tion to  General  Doolittle  of  an  enormous 
birthday  cake,  commemorating  the  third  an- 
niversary of  the  presence  of  the  U.S.  Eighth 
air  force  in  England.  Other  notables  pres- 
ent were  Generals  Kepner,  Caughan  and 
Partridge,  representing  the  USAAF,  and  Com- 
mander Brabner,  Air  Chief  Marshals  Doug- 
las and  Bowhill,  and  Air  Marshal  Sorley, 
lepresenting  the  RAF. 

Boston  "Caballeros"  Show 
Held  for  Veterans  Fund 

BOSTON — A preview  of  Walt  Disney’s  “The 
Three  Caballeros”  was  held  Tuesday  at  the 
Majestic,  with  proceeds  going  to  the  War 
Veterans  fund.  Preview  was  sponsored  by  the 
Hearst  publications,  and  the  house  was  scaled 
at  two  dollars  per  reserved  seat. 

A stage  show  augmented  the  showing  of 
the  picture.  Among  the  performers  were 
Peter  Donald,  star  of  Guess  Who  radio 
program,  and  Rosario  and  Antonio,  Latin- 
American  dance  team. 


Macy  Holds  Tele  Program 

NEW  YORK — R.  H.  Macy  will  continue  its 
television  programs  for  a further  19-week 
period,  following  an  original  seven-week  trial, 
according  to  RKO  Television  Corp.,  producer 
of  the  programs. 


UA  HAS  FRED  ALLEN  PARTY — Prior  to  a preview  of  the  radio  comedian’s  “It’s 
in  the  Bag,”  a Jack  Skirball  picture  for  UA  release,  at  the  Sheridan  Square  Theatre, 
New  York;  Allen  and  a large  group  of  press  and  radio  representatives  were  enter- 
tained at  Hotel  Brevoort.  Shown  here  are,  left  to  right:  Sam  Lefkowitz,  UA  dis- 
trict manager;  Jack  Ellis,  New  York  branch  manager;  Allen;  Emanuel  Silverstone 
and  John  Hughes  of  UA. 
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THE  EASTERN  AREA'S  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Making  an  avocation 
his  vocation,  Frank  H. 
Durkee  opened  his  first 
nickelodeon  in  1 9 0 8. 
He  began  by  singing 
illustrated  songs 
around  churches  and 
clubs.  The  F.  H.  Dur- 
kee Enterprises  in- 
cludes 25  theatres. 
Former  president  of 
MPTO  of  Maryland, 
he  is  president  of  the 
board  of  park  commis- 
sioners of  Baltimore.  His  clubs  are  the  Shrine, 
Rotary,  Variety,  Elks,  Moose,  Country  and 
Athletic  clubs  in  Baltimore,  Maryland  and 
Annapolis  Yacht  club  and  Jesters.  Fishing 
and  gardening  are  his  hobbies.  Durkee  has 
a son  in  military  service  and  two  daughters. 


The  present  Bridge 
Theatre  at  Luray,  Va., 
was  the  locale  of  Den- 
ver F.  Aleshire’s  first 
venture  into  exhibiting 
in  1921.  Eight  years 
later,  the  Page  Thea- 
tre was  erected,  and 
today,  Aleshire  still 
operates  both  the  Page 
and  the  Bridge  thea- 
tres. Currently  a direc- 
tor of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  he  served 
as  its  president  four  years  and  is  chairman 
of  the  War  Finance  Committee  for  both  Lu- 
ray and  Page  counties.  Alesire  is  a member  of 
Rotary,  and  was  post  commander  of  the 
American  Legion  two  years.  His  son  Denver 
jr.,  is  a lieutenant  in  the  army. 


Irving  Gerber  was 

making  money  in  the 
shoe  business  when 
the  early  excitement 
over  films  swept 
Brooklyn.  He  quit 
shoes  to  open  the 
Photoplay  and  admits 
he  made  more  money 
in  one  year  in  the 
theatre  than  five  in 
the  shoe  game.  Now 
he  has  two  more 
houses  • — the  Monroe 
and  the  Eagle.  “A  great  business  to  stay  in,” 
he  says.  A son,  Robert,  is  in  army  medical 
college,  and  a daughter,  Joyce,  is  at  school. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masons  and  lives  at 
571  Ocean  Parkway,  Brooklyn.  Gerber  has 
been  married  for  22  years. 


Like  many  other  pio- 
neers Nathan  Rantz 
went  into  film  busi- 
ness before  World  War 
I when  anybody  who 
could  rent  a store  and 
a projection  machine 
set  himself  up  as  an 
exhibitor  at  five-cents 
top.  Rantz  found  a 
store  at  Tenth  Ave. 
and  36th  St.,  Manhat- 
tan. He  had  his  ups 
and  downs  in  those 
hectic  days  when  exhibitors  didn’t  know 
where  the  next  day’s  program  was  coming 
from,  but  prospered,  and  now  he  owns  the 
Waverly  and  the  Luxor.  He  belongs  to  Un- 
affiliated Theatres.  His  home  is  at  63-25 
Saunders  St.,  Forest  Hills,  L.  I. 


A desire  to  do  some 
speculating  in  real  es- 
tate brought  Maxwell 
J.  Wallack  into  the  ex- 
hibition field.  In  April 
1920  he  bought  the 
Lucky  Star  Theatre  at 
79th  St.  and  First  Ave., 

New  York,  intending  to 
sell  at  a better  price. 

It  “got  into  his  blood,” 
he  says,  so  he  later  ac- 
quired the  Orpheum 
and  St.  Marks.  He  has 
one  daughter,  Diana,  14,  who  lives  at  home, 
and  a son.  Pvt.  Benjamin  Wallack,  19,  in  the 
infantry  in  England.  Wallack  is  a member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Motion  Picture 
Associates  and  Unaffiliated  Exhibitors.  He  is 
a booster  for  the  Bronx. 


Running  the  gamut 
from  real  estate  opera- 
tor to  motion  picture 
owner,  George  F.  Wiel- 
land  has  been  plan- 
ning and  building  34 
years.  In  1910  he  pur- 
chased a block  of  the 
Boardwalk  at  Atlantic 
City,  thereby  acquiring- 
two  theatres,  the  Bijou 
and  Savoy.  He  began 
operating  these  in 
1912.  In  1924  when  the 
Savoy  and  Bijou  were  demolished,  he  acquired 
or  built  all  theatres  in  the  Apollo  circuit,  of 
which  he  is  president.  He  holds  vice-presi- 
dency in  the  Atlantic  City  Planning  Ass'n,  is 
a Shriner  and  member  of  the  Variety  Club. 
He  is  a member  of  no  trade  organization. 


In  19  15,  Maurice  M. 
Broskie  began  an  asso- 
ciation with  Herman 
F.  Jans  who  held  the 
franchise  for  northern 
New  Jersey.  After 
Loew’s,  Inc.  acquired 
the  franchise,  Broskie 
took  over  the  opera- 
tion of  the  West  End 
in  Newark,  starting  in 
1925.  He  subsequently 
operated  the  Franklin, 
Nutley  and  Ironbound 
there,  later  moving  to  West  Orange,  where 
he  has  controlled  the  State  Theatre  since 
1933.  A member  of  Allied,  he  is  also  active 
in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Rotary  and  Shrine.  Although 
a sports  enthusiast,  his  hobby  is  show  business. 

V.  E.  Kelsey  is  a part- 
ner with  R.  F.  Plank 
in  the  Lyric  and  Lit- 
tle theatres  at  Blacks- 
burg, Va.  Their  asso- 
ciation began  in  19l8 
when  they  bought  a 
half  interest  in  a small 
theatre.  Kelsey  is  a 
memoer  of  the  MPTO 
of  Virginia.  His  diver- 
sions are  golf  and  the 
breeding  of  pedigreed 
German  boxer  dogs. 

Two  sons,  Donald  and  Paul,  are  lieutenants 
in  the  navy  air  corps,  Robert,  a lieutenant  in 
the  army  air  service,  was  killed  recently  in  a 
plane  crash  at  Portland,  Ala.  A daughter, 
Mrs.  Vernon  Ridinger,  lives  in  Blacksburg. 
Her  husband  also  is  a navy  flyer. 


Benjamin  Brodie  be- 
gan his  exhibition  ca- 
reer in  the  Green  St. 
Arcade,  Brooklyn,  and 
then  moved  uptown  to 
take  over  the  Progress 
and  Atlas  theatres  at 
104th  and  105th  Sts. 
and  Third  Ave.  At 
present  he  operates  the 
Municipal  at  113th  St. 
and  Madison  Ave.  and 
the  Miami  at  47th  St. 
and  Sixth  Ave.  He 
has  a daughter,  Miriam,  and  two  sons,  Leon- 
ard and  Howard.  He  doesn’t  smoke,  drink, 
swear  or  play  cards,  but  adds,  humorously, 
"But  I love  the  ladies.”  He  is  a member  of 
Unaffiliated  Exhibitors  and  an  enthusiastic 
booster  for  the  industry. 

Early  in  1918  R.  F. 

Plank  — “Slate”  to 
everybody  in  Blacks- 
burg, Va. — bought  a 
half  interest  in  a small 
theatre  in  a corner 
store  building  operated 
by  Kelsey  & Cupp. 

Now  he  and  Kelsey 
operate  the  Lyric,  750 
seats,  and  the  Little, 

375  seats.  He  devotes 
considerable  time  to 
farming  and  raising 
pure  bred  cattle,  is  a member  of  the  MPTO 
of  Virginia.  He  has  two  daughters,  Lucy  B„  a 
sophomore  at  Shorter  College,  Rome,  Ga„ 
and  Ellen  I.,  a freshman  at  the  same  place. 
His  original  partnership  with  Kelsey  is  still 
operating  satisfactorily. 


On  Grand  Street  down 
on  the  lower  Manhat- 
tan east  side  where 
many  a showmen  re- 
ceived his  start,  Ben 
Forma  began  as  a 
theatre  operator  in 
1906.  That  makes  him 
a bona  fide  motion 
picture  pioneer.  Un- 
like many  of  his  old 
friends  who  moved 
uptown,  he  stayed 
among  the  neighbors 
he  had  known  all  his  life  and  still  operates 
the  Windsor  at  412  Grand  St.  He  lives  near- 
by at  384-86.  The  Windsor  is  a 400-seat 
house  and  to  Forma  it  is  home.  He  belongs 
to  no  fraternal  organizations,  but  is  a mem- 
ber of  Unaffiliated  Exhibitors. 

Having  been  initiated 
into  the  industry  as 
doorman  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Theatre,  Atlan- 
tic City,  in  1915,  P. 

Mortimer  Lewis  jr. 
knows  the  picture  busi- 
ness thoroughly. 

Spending  one  year  at 
the  Virginia,  he  then 
moved  to  the  Bijou 
taking  over  the  man- 
agement. In  1922  his 
Apollo  chain  became 
incorporated  and  today  boasts  six  theatres  in 
Atlantic  City.  He  has  two  sons  and  a daugh- 
ter, a third  son,  Sgt.  P.  Mortimer  Lewis  III, 
having  been  killed  in  action  recently.  On  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  he  is 
associated  also  with  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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NEWSREEL  MEN  RETURN— Earle  Crotchett  and  Irving  Smith,  Universal 
Newsreel  camera  men  who  have  been  at  the  various  war  fronts  for  three  years, 
were  guests  at  a luncheon  at  the  Hampshire  House,  New  York.  Seated  around  the 
table:  Crotchett,  Smith,  Seymour  Ethan  of  the  New  York  Times;  Mel  Konecoff, 
Merlin  Lewis,  J.  M.  Jerauld.  Standing:  Walter  Barber,  Charles  Moss,  managing 
director  of  Loew’s  Criterion  Theatre;  Lloyd  Seidman  of  Donahue  & Co.,  and  Jerry 
Halpern  of  Universal. 


Admiral  Sold  on  Aid 


Of  Incentive  Films 

WASHINGTON — Motion  pictures  showing 
equipment  in  battle  action  will  play  a vital 
part  in  meeting  and  beating  urgently-needed 
production  schedules  for  the  duration  of  the 
war,  according  to  Rear  Adm.  C.  H.  Woodward, 
USN. 

“Whenever  these  pictures  are  shown,”  said 
Admiral  Woodward,  referring  to  films  pro- 
duced by  his  industrial  incentive  division, 
“results  have  been  most  gratifying.  Fre- 
quently absenteeism  decreases,  and  produc- 
tion rises  correspondingly.  Here  are  some 
excerpts  from  recent  letters,  typical  of  many 
we’ve  received: 

“ ‘A  production  record  was  broken  the 
night  your  picture  was  shown’  . . . ‘The  day 
following  your  picture’s  showing  we  had  a 
100  per  cent  attendance,  although  it  was  the 
day  after  pay  day’  . . . ‘We  used  to  have  a 
five  per  cent  absenteeism;  now  it  is  down  to 
less  than  one  per  cent,  thanks  largely  to 
your  pictures.’ 

“About  4,000  war  plants  and  labor  groups 
are  now  showing  USN  incentive  film,  with 
more  than  1,700,000  persons  in  attendance 
each  month,”  Admiral  Woodward  Continued. 
“Navy  incentive  films,  distributed  to  the 
‘smokestack  circuit’ — factory  aisles,  locker 
rooms,  cafeterias,  wherever  showings  can  be 
arranged — axe  made  from  official  combat 
footage  that  frequently  never  reaches  the 
eyes  of  the  general  public  because  distribu- 
tion is  restricted  exclusively  to  war  workers. 

“Naval  officials  regard  this  highly  selec- 
tive audience  as  important,  for  it  is  the 
labor  of  these  workers  that  does  so  much  to 
give  the  fleet  its  strength.  One  of  our  most 
effective  incentive  pictures,  ‘The  Battle 
Against  Shop  13,’  was  based  on  a booklet  writ- 
ten by  an  employe  of  Allis- Chalmers  as  part 
of  a morale  program  to  stimulate  production 
for  the  USN,”  Admiral  Woodward  concluded. 
“The  subject  was  produced  by  Warner  Bros, 
under  supervision  of  our  Incentive  Division.” 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE 

Located  large  Southern  city,  we  offer  a 1.250- 
seat  modern  theatre,  now  under  a lease  which 
expires  soon.  Requires  $40,000  cash,  balance 
long-term  loan. 

REAL  ESTATE  SERVICE  COMPANY 
1730  Candler  Bldg.  Atlanta  3,  Ga. 


M.  E.  Cohen  Third  Week 
Depinet  Drive  Winner 

NEW  YORK— M.  E.  Cohen,  Detroit  RKO 
manager,  was  in  first  place  at  the  end  of  the 
third  week  in  the  1945  Ned  Depinet  drive,  ac- 
cording to  Robert  Mochrie,  general  sales  man- 
ager. 

In  second  place  was  C.  J.  Dressell,  Minne- 
apolis manager,  the  leader  for  the  first  and 
second  weeks,  followed  by  E.  A.  Lamb,  Seat- 
tle head.  In  fourth  place  for  the  third  week 
of  the  drive  was  Sherman  Fitch,  Sioux  Falls 
manager.  Cohen,  Lamb  and  Fitch  all  regis- 
tered in  the  over-quota  group  for  billings. 

H.  F.  Taylor,  Montreal  manager,  continued 
his  fast-stepping  pace  in  the  Canadian  dis- 
trict by  finishing  in  the  top  slot  for  the  third 
week.  H.  H.  McArthur  of  St.  John’s  finished 
second. 

Branches  finishing  in  the  over-quota  group 
for  the  third  week  were:  Detroit,  Seattle, 
Sioux  Falls,  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis,  Pitts- 
burgh, Oklahoma  City,  Philadelphia,  Kansas 
City,  Denver  and  Montreal. 

"Tomorrow"  Tests  Will 
Decide  Sales  Policy 

NEW  YORK — The  definite  selling  policy 
of  Lester  Cowan’s  “Tomorrow  the  World” 
will  be  set  and  general  release  will  follow  the 
five  test  runs  scheduled  for  the  film  at  the 
Utah  Theatre  in  Salt  Lake  City;  Warner  The- 
atre in  Milwaukee;  Palm  State  in  Detroit; 
Mayflower  in  Trenton,  and  Loew’s  Uptown  in 
Toronto. 

Previous  test  runs  of  the  picture  indicate 
that  the  picture  is  a strong  grosser,  with  ex- 
cellent building  power  on  successive  weeks. 


BUFFALO 

T ost  in  Buffalo:  One  foot  of  snow.  And  no- 
body gives  a darn.  No  reward  offered.  In 
two  days  of  warm  weather  last  week,  the  city 
cast  off  12  inches  of  its  onerous  snow  and 
still  had  20  inches  . . . The  thaw  gave  opera- 
tors of  downtown  and  neighborhood  theatres 
alike  the  long-awaited  opportunity  to  shovel 
the  winter  accumulations  from  roofs  and  en- 
trances before  the  weight  could  cause  struc- 
tural collapses.  Melting  snow  can  cause  a 
lot  of  trouble  from  the  standpoint  of  seepage 
. . . Now  that  the  weather  again  has  turned 
cold,  the  boys  are  heckled  by  icicles  of  all 
sizes  and  shapes,  many  of  which  hang 
menacingly  over  patron  and  employe  until 
knocked  down.  What  a winter! 

One  theatre  blackout  was  added  to  the 
downtown  brownout  last  Thursday  night.  The 
Lafayette  lost  all  its  power  shortly  after  6 
o'clock  when  a circuit  breaker  tripped  out. 
Buffalo  Niagara  Electric  crewmen  quickly 
remedied  the  trouble,  however  . . . Speaking 
of  the  brownout,  the  conservation  measure 
cut  the  use  of  coal  38  tons  daily,  according 
to  statistics  on  electric  power  production  com- 
piled by  Buffalo  Niagara  Electric. 

Schine’s  Granada,  North  Main  St.  house, 
played  “Wilson”  for  one  day  only,  Tuesday,  at 
advanced  prices.  There  were  special  students’ 
tickets  for  35  cents,  tax  included. 

Rita  Bogart  has  resigned  from  her  job  as 
assistant  cashier  at  Columbia  and  has  joined 
Republic  in  the  same  capacity.  Julie  Kage,  a 
newcomer,  has  replaced  Rita  at  Columbia  . . . 
Henrietta  Dybowski,  Columbia  stenographer, 
has  resigned  to  join  Universal.  She  replaces 
Hilda  Uebelhoer  who  has  joined  her  husband 
at  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  where  he  is  recovering 
from  wounds  suffered  in  the  war. 

Columbia  is  all  puffed  up  over  the  local  ac- 
ceptance of  “A  Song  to  Remember,”  current- 
ly carded  for  a third  week  at  the  Lafayette 
. . . Columbia’s  former  booker,  Charley  Har- 
ter, is  still  with  the  army  in  Germany  and 
has  recovered  from  wounds  suffered  several 
weeks  ago.  He  writes  that  the  snow-capped 
mountains  are  beautiful  to  see,  but  some- 
thing else  to  climb. 

Paramount’s  Mike  Simon,  Manny  Brown, 
Dick  Etkin,  et  al„  were  in  New  York  for  a 
district  sales  meeting  this  week  . . . Para- 
mount has  two  new  employes:  Pat  Cohen, 
booker’s  secretary,  and  Ruth  Egan,  in  the 
contract  department. 

M-G-M’s  Alice  O’Shea  has  returned  from  a 
week's  vacation.  Now  Sally  Schmitz  is  in  Flor- 
ida . . . M-G-M’s  Bob  Jackson,  in  the  South 
Pacific  for  18  months,  is  back  in  the  States 
for  a 30-day  furlough  and  is  expected  to  hit 
Buffalo  any  day  now. 

While  conditions  have  greatly  improved,  the 
fuel  emergency  is  still  on  here,  Mayor  Joseph 
J.  Kelly  warned  theatres  and  other  amuse- 
ment places  this  week.  There  is  no  prospect 
of  additional  heatless  holidays,  however,  he 
said. 


Bar  "Deadheads"  at  Screenings 

Philadelphia — Exhibitors  who  have  made  a practice  of  giving  their  tickets  to  trade 
screenings  to  their  friends,  then  crashed  in  at  showings,  were  given  a stem  warning 
this  week.  The  warning  is:  “No  ticket,  no  show.”  And  the  exchange  men  insist  they 
mean  business. 

The  exchange  men  complain  that  whenever  they’re  giving  a top-notch  screening, 
the  screening  rooms  have  been  filled  with  friends  and  relatives  of  the  exhibitors.  They 
point  to  recent  screenings  of  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  and  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  as 
two  that  were  particularly  packed  with  what  they  term  “deadhead  relatives  and  friends.” 

Mort  Magill,  UA  branch  manager,  said  that  hereafter  all  tickets  will  be  numbered 
and  checked  against  the  list  of  persons  they  were  sent  to.  Only  bona  fide  exhibitors 
will  be  admitted. 

“And  the  old  alibi  about  leaving  their  tickets  at  home  won’t  work,”  said  Magill. 
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ALBANY 


TTpstate  New  York  exhibitors  were  breath- 
w ing  easier  with  thaws  setting  in  at  many 
points  in  Northern  New  York,  but  with  more 
freezing  weather  expected.  Although  nearly 
all  theatres  have  reopened  after  the  fuel 
crisis,  many  of  them  have  eliminated  mat- 
inees. Theatres  in  Watertown,  Governeur, 
Clayton,  Alexandria  Bay  and  Massena  have 
eliminated  matinees  from  their  schedules, 
while  most  of  the  other  small  towns  served 
out  of  Albany  are  reported  shifting  to  part- 
time  operation. 

City  authorities  in  Geneva  managed  to  lo- 
cate several  hundred  tons  of  soft  coal  origi- 
nally consigned  to  Canada  and  frozen  in  a 
neighboring  freight  yard.  Because  of  the 
fuel  emergency  they  managed  to  obtain  di- 
version of  this  shipment  to  Geneva  and  vi- 
cinity. 

Mrs.  Berenice  Schweitzer  was  given  a fare- 
well luncheon  by  her  coworkers  in  the  Schine 
headquarters  at  Gloversville.  Mrs.  Schweit- 
zer is  leaving  to  join  her  husband  at  an  army 
post  in  Denver  ...  An  alert  but  nameless 
Schine  manager  was  seen  calling  on  his 
neighbors  and  borrowing  coal  here  and  there 
by  the  simple  expedient  of  carting  it  away 
in  ash  cans  during  the  crisis  . . . Fred  Perry 
of  the  Olympic,  Watertown,  received  a spe- 
cial commendation  by  Colonel  Manter,  com- 
manding officer  at  Pine  Camp,  for  his  gener- 
osity in  giving  the  freedom  of  his  theatre  to 
more  than  100  soldiers  who  were  caught  by 
the  blizzard  in  Watertown  and  had  to  stay 
overnight. 

The  management  of  the  Potsdam,  recent- 
ly demolished  by  a fire,  said  the  theatre  will 
be  rebuilt  as  soon  as  the  necessary  priorities 
and  materials  become  available  . . . Alex 
Shanley,  Seymour  Londner  and  Mack 
Schwartzman  will  operate  the  Astor,  Pough- 
keepsie, as  a partnership  enterprise  . . . Mrs. 
Doreen  Carr  of  the  Olympic  at  Watertown  is 
proudly  displaying  to  her  friends  an  array 
of  overseas  souvenirs  she  just  received  from 
her  husband,  Pvt.  Jerry  Carr,  with  the  army 
in  Germany.  To  prove  that  he  is  still  film- 
minded  Carr  sent  home  a 35mm  silent  pro- 
jector of  German  manufacture,  an  expensive 
German  candid  camera  and  a gold  sheathed 
sword  purportedly  the  property  of  a defunct 
German  general. 

E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea  accompanied  his  son, 
Lieut.  Jim  O’Shea,  to  Buffalo  to  visit  rela- 
tives and  friends  on  the  Row  there.  Lieut. 
O’Shea  has  been  a fighter  pilot  in  the  Eu- 
ropean war  where  he  piled  up  a record  of  65 
missions  and  more  than  300  combat  hours 
over  enemy  territory. 

A1  Marchetti,  Universal  office  manager, 
was  elected  president  of  Local  43.  Vice-presi- 
dent will  be  Paramount’s  Howard  Goldstein 
who  will  also  serve  as  business  manager  . . . 
Anthony  Romeo,  of  the  Fort  Covington  Thea- 
tre has  acquired  the  Plaza  at  Massena. 

Another  strandee  in  the  north  country  dur- 
ing the  cold  wave  was  George  Goldberg,  WB, 
who  was  stuck  for  several  days  in  the  vicinity 
of  Plattsburgh  . . . Paramount’s  George 
“Skilly”  Beattie  is  recuperating  from  a bad 
fall  in  which  he  injured  his  hand. 

Columbia’s  Joe  Miller  is  receiving  praise 
from  the  Variety  Club  for  having  completed 
all  records  on  the  special  symphony  concert 
the  club  recently  held  at  the  Strand  at  Al- 
bany. 

Another  popular  visitor  in  Albany  was  Miss 
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Fay  Steinbach,  secretary  to  Moe  Silver,  zone 
manager  for  Warners  in  Pittsburgh.  Miss 
Steinbach,  who  accompanied  Silver  when  he 
was  promoted  to  the  Pittsburgh  zone,  came 
back  here  to  see  her  brother  Joseph,  who  is 
scheduled  to  enter  the  armed  forces. 

The  Row  added  a gold  star  to  its  honor 
roll.  Paramount’s  Lannie  MacIntyre  has 
been  killed  in  the  South  Pacific  where  he  was 
serving  with  a naval  unit.  Lannie  was  assis- 
tant shipper  for  Paramount  at  the  time  of  his 
induction. 

Harry  Berman  of  the  Columbia  sales  staff 
here  has  been  transferred  to  Cincinnati  . . . 
Another  late  worker  on  the  Row  is  RKO’s 
Abe  Van  Deusen  who  has  been  busy  chasing 
trains  to  avoid  missouts,  locating  much  needed 
prints  and  narrowing  down  playdates  to  the 
requirements  of  the  limited  amount  of  prints 
on  hand. 

National  Screen’s  John  Bylancik  has  been 
busy  filling  orders  for  special  fuel-shortage 
posters  and  trailers.  Although  his  office  has 
been  hit  hard  by  the  paper  shortage  which 
lessened  his  quota  of  posters,  Bylancik  and 
his  staff  have  maintained  the  company’s 
record  for  deliveries  and  service  to  their  ac- 
counts in  this  area. 

CBS  Again  Predicts 
Better  Television 

NEW  YORK— CBS  is  definitely  committed 
to  a campaign  to  convince  the  public  that 
there  should  be  no  postwar  stampede  into 
buying  television  sets  manufactured  on  the 
present  525-line  standards.  It  is  continuing 
to  emphasize  in  all  its  publicity  contacts  that 
1,000-line  scanning  and  color  are  possible  as 
a result  of  wartime  advances  in  electronics. 

“In  none  of  the  surveys  of  intended  post- 
war purchases  has  the  question  been  asked: 
‘What  kind  of  television  set  do  you  intend  to 
buy?’,”  says  the  latest  statement.  “Which  is 
probably  just  as  well,  for  the  public  gener- 
ally wouldn’t  know  how  to  answer  such  a 
question. 

“The  public  doesn’t  know,  for  example,  that 
there  are  two  different  kinds  of  television 
on  the  postwar  horizon,  and  that  a set  capable 
of  receiving  one  kind  is  totally  unable  to 
pick  up  the  other.” 

After  pointing  out  that  all  prewar  sets  are 
525-line  receivers  and  “have  served  a normal 
period  of  usefulness,”  the  statement  goes  on 
to  say  that  “some  very  exciting  discoveries” 
have  been  made  as  a result  of  wartime  re- 
search. 

“The  Columbia  Broadcasting  System,  with 
the  help  of  experienced  engineers  and  man- 
ufacturers, is  moving  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  a demonstration  of  the  improved  high- 
frequency  television.  Others  have  announced 
their  intention  of  marketing  sets  built  on 
prewar  standards  as  soon  as  war  material 
restrictions  are  lifted,”  the  statement  con- 
tinues. 

“In  the  end,  of  course,  the  public  will  de- 
cide. But  it  should  be  an  informed  oublic 
if  it  is  to  make  an  intelligent  decision.  Re- 
cent weeks  have  produced  encouraging  evi- 
dence that  the  public  will  be  informed,  at 
least  of  the  existence  of  a choice,  before  tele- 
vision is  again  made  available. 

“Nobody,  of  course,  knows  how  son  tele- 
vision sets  will  again  be  offered  for  sale. 
Maybe,  when  that  time  comes,  the  improved 
television  will  have  been  successfully  dem- 
onstrated.” 


Altec  Signs  Three  Circuits 

ATLANTA — The  Walter  Brackin  circuit  of 
Alabama  theatres  has  signed  with  Altec  for 
sound  service,  repair  parts  and  projection 
parts.  Altec  has  also  contracted  for  servicing 
Haberfeld  & Flexer  Theatres  in  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee. 


Rodgers  Westward 
To  Look  at  Lineup 

NEW  YORK — Pictures  recently  completed 
and  those  in  the  final  stages  of  production 
will  be  viewed  by  William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M 
vice-president  and  general  sales  manager, 
who  left  on  his  regular  visit  to  the  coast. 
Rodgers  will  also  make  tentative  plans  on  the 
lineup  for  the  next  block. 

Leo  is  currently  releasing  eight  pictures  in 
the  tenth  block,  exclusive  of  the  three  spe- 
cials. These  include  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo,”  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  and  “National 
Velvet,”  and  each  is  being  sold  under  a sep- 
arate contract. 

Among  the  pictures  recently  completed  or 
in  the  final  stages  of  production  are  “Alter 
Ego,”  “Anchors  Aweigh,”  “The  Clock,”  “For 
Our  Vines  Have  Tender  Grapes,”  “Her  High- 
ness and  the  Bellboy,”  “The  Hidden  Eye,” 
“Hold  High  the  Torch,”  “Son  of  Lassie,” 
“Three  of  a Romance,”  “Twice  Blessed,”  “Val- 
ley of  Decision,”  “Without  Love”  and  “Zieg- 
feld  Follies.” 

According  to  a listing  of  new  films  ordered 
by  the  army  pictorial  service,  several  of  these 
new  pictures  will  be  seen  by  our  troops  abroad, 
in  many  cases  well  before  they  are  exhibited 
for  civilian  audiences.  Among  these  films 
are  “The  Valley  of  Decision,”  “Without  Love,” 
“The  Clock”  and  “Alter  Ego.”  Two  other 
films,  “The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray”  and 
“Keep  Your  Powder  Dry,”  have  already  been 
tradeshown  nationally. 

"WAVES"  Musical  Number 
On  Hit  Parade  4 Weeks 

NEW  YORK — Currently  one  of  the  most 
popular  tunes  on  the  networks,  “Ac-cent-chu- 
ate  the  Positive,”  for  the  last  four  weeks 
was  among  the  first  ten  on  the  Hit  Parade 
over  CBS.  This  hit  song  from  Paramount’s 
“Here  Come  the  WAVES”  was  first  on  the 
radio  program  several  weeks  ago. 

In  addition  to  its  popularity  over  the  air 
waves,  the  tune  is  one  of  the  ten  leaders  in 
sheet  music  sales  and  on  jukeboxes. 

Spyros  Skouras  to  Speak 
At  Next  ITOA  Meeting 

NEW  YORK — Spyros  Skouras,  president  of 
20th-Fox,  will  be  principal  speaker  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  ITOA  at  the  Hotel  Astor, 
Thursday,  March  1 at  one  o’clock.  He  will 
speak  on  industry  problems.  The  invitation 
was  extended  by  Harry  Brandt,  president. 

Circuit  chiefs  and  executives  have  been  in- 
vited to  attend  the  meeting,  in  addition  to 
the  ITOA  members. 


Rita  Hayworth  Honored 

NEW  YORK — Rita  Hayworth  has  been 
awarded  Look  magazine’s  1944  achievement 
award  for  her  performance  in  Columbia’s 
“Cover  Girl.”  The  publication  devotes  the 
front  cover  and  a two-page  spread  to  the 
announcement  in  the  March  6 issue.  Editors 
also  picked  the  film  as  one  of  the  five  best 
of  the  year.  Awards  were  presented  by  Bob 
Hope  on  his  radio  program  over  NBC. 


Sign  Kent  Taylor  for  a Long  Term 

Kent  Taylor,  Universal,  has  been  inked 
to  a long-term  deal. 
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TVAr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  Leventhal  of  the  Lord 

1 Baltimore  Theatre,  celebrated  their  wed- 
ding anniversary  last  week  with  a party  for 
their  children  and  grandchildren  . . . Ivan 
Rosenbaum’s  daughter  was  elected  to  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  . . . Monogram  Manager  Jack 
Safer  took  a trip  to  Cumberland  and  Frost- 
burg  last  week.  In  the  absence  of  a Virginia 
salesman,  Safer  also  went  to  Norfolk  and  will 
make  the  Virginia  rounds  until  he  appoints 
a Virginia  representative. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Kogod,  Kogod  circuit, 
are  vacationing  in  Florida  . . . Bill  Michalson, 
20th-Fox  exploiteer  is  a happy  man  again. 
His  wife  and  daughter  have  moved  from  Port 
Chester,  N.  Y„  to  join  him  here  ...  Mrs. 
Harold  Depkin  has  moved  to  Georgia  to  be 
close  to  her  husband  Harold,  who  is  in  camp 
there.  In  the  meantime,  Doc  Westfall  is 
operating  the  Colonial  Theatre  in  Salem,  Va. 

Local  224  held  a party  in  Stansbury  Hall  at 
which  time  Tom  Reed,  second  vice-president, 
was  presented  with  his  gold  life-membership 
card.  In  charge  of  arrangements  were 
Charley  Plunkett  and  Hugh  Conley. 

The  20th-Fox  Dynamos  held  a party  in  the 
office.  Heading  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments was  Mary  McConnell,  secretary  to  Of- 
fice Manager  John  O’Leary  . . . “The  Ice-Ca- 
pades”  performance  at  Uline’s  Arena  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Variety  Club  welfare  fund  was 
a huge  success.  Guests  of  the  Variety  Club 
included  children  from  St.  Joseph’s  school  for 
boys,  St.  Vincent’s,  St.  Rosa’s,  St.  Gertrude’s 
school  for  girls,  the  Jewish  foster  home, 
Swartzell  Methodist  home,  Cripped  Children’s 
school,  Masonic  and  Eastern  star  home,  as 
well  as  veterans  from  Walter  Reed,  Forest 
Glen,  and  St.  Elizabeth’s  hospitals  and  the 
naval  medical  center  in  Bethesda. 

The  Boro  Theatre  opened  in  Woodsboro, 
Md„  February  24  with  “Tall  in  the  Saddle”  . . . 
The  New  Theatre,  Hancock,  Md.,  was  sold 
last  week  by  Mrs.  Catherine  Corbett  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Daniel  Atkin  of  Baltimore.  Price 
was  about  $21,000. 

Warner  Theatre  notes:  Phyllis  Hammer- 
schlag,  secretary  to  A.  Julian  Brylawski,  has 
resigned  . . . Nancy  Sigmund,  contact  depart- 
ment, has  returned  from  Miami  Beach  with 
a honey  of  a tan  . . . George  Fishman,  War- 
ner publicity  representative,  was  a visitor  at 
the  local  Warner  offices,  conferring  with 
Frank  LaFalce  on  plans  for  a meeting  with 
Hagerstown  and  Staunton  Theatre  managers 
on  “Roughly  Speaking”  and  “Hotel  Berlin” 
publicity  . . . Charlotte  Duncan,  secretary  to 
Frank  LaFalce,  entertained  several  of  the 
girls  at  dinner  last  Sunday.  Present  were 
Doris  Mullineaux,  Myrtle  Todd,  Dorothy  Ko- 
linsky, and  Anne  DeMello. 

John  J.  Payette  and  Carter  T.  Barron,  co- 
chairmen  of  the  1945  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign for  the  D.C.  theatres,  announced  that 
$120,000  was  contributed  in  the  recent  cam- 
paign as  compared  with  $83,000  in  1944.  The 
success  of  the  campaign  is  a story  of  perfect 
planning  and  cooperation  on  behalf  of  the 
co-chairmen:  Frank  LaFalce,  campaign  direc- 
tor; A.  Julian  Brylawski,  coordinator  for  the 
theatres;  the  area  chairmen  and  all  the  thea- 
tre managers. 

Neighborhood  Theatres,  Inc.,  are  planning 
to  open  their  new  Globe  Theatre  in  Arling- 
ton, Va.,  in  April.  House  will  seat  750  . . . 
20th-Fox  is  distributing  the  new  WAC  re- 
lease “A  Story  With  Two  Endings”  in  this 
territory. 


Projector  Repair  and  Parts 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


AWARD  FOR  20TH-FOX  — Charles 
Schlaifer,  assistant  director  of  advertis- 
ing, publicity  and  exploitation  at  20th- 
Fox,  received  the  Parents’  magazine 
medal  for  March  for  “A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn.”  The  presentation  was  made  by 
E.  Philip  Willcox. 


Edward  N.  Scheiberling 
Elected  to  USO  Board 

ALBANY — Edward  N.  Scheiberling,  national 
commander  of  the  American  Legion  and 
member  of  Albany  Variety  Club,  has  been 
elected  to  the  national  board  of  directors  of 
the  USO.  The  honor  came  to  Judge  Schei- 
berling at  a board  meeting  in  New  York. 
Walter  Hoving  is  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  Chester  J.  Barnard  is  presi- 
dent. 

Scheiberling  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  USO  in  this  city.  He  served  for  four 
years  as  chairman  of  the  Albany  USO  coun- 
cil and  took  an  active  part  in  the  establish- 
ing of  the  USO-Variety  Club  canteen  in  the 
KofC  Bldg,  on  North  Pearl  St.,  near  the 
Grand  and  Palace  theatres.  He  remained 
at  the  head  of  the  local  USO  Council  until 
his  election  as  national  commander  of  the 
legion.  He  saw  overseas  service  as  a captain 
with  the  78th  division  in  the  first  world  war. 

Former  M-G-M  Publicist 
Heads  ATC  Committee 

WASHINGTON— Ray  Bell,  former  publicity 
man  for  Loew’s  and  M-G-M,  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  publicity  committee  of  the 
air  traffic  conference,  a group  comprised 
of  publicity  and  public  relation  directors  of 
19  U.S.  airlines  operating  domestically  and 
internationally.  He  is  at  present  Pennsyl- 
vania-Central Airlines  director  of  public  re- 
lations, and  recently  served  as  chairman  of 
the  publicity  committee  for  the  President’s 
birthday  celebrations  here. 

For  some  years  Bell  was  Loew  Theatres’ 
director  of  publicity  and  advertising  here 
under  Carter  Barron.  Promoted  to  the 
M-G-M  home  office,  he  served  on  Howard 
Dietz’s  staff  until  joining  PCA  two  years  ago. 


RKO  to  Stay  on  WEAF 

NEW  YORK — RKO  has  renewed  its  week- 
ly 15-minute  broadcast  over  station  WEAF 
for  the  period  from  March  3 to  May  26. 
The  program  is  a news  roundup,  with  Lyle 
Van  the  commentator.  This  marks  the  start 
of  the  third  year  of  the  program,  originated 
by  George  Putnam,  March  6,  1943.  When 
Putnam  was  inducted  into  the  service  in 
1944,  he  was  succeeded  by  Van. 


Rare  Bill  of  Rights 
Is  Gift  of  Balaban 

WASHINGTON — One  of  the  priceless  origi- 
nals of  the  Bill  of  Rights  donated  to  the 
American  people  by  Barney  Balaban,  presi- 
dent of  Paramount,  was  formally  presented  to 
the  Library  of  Congress  last  Wednesday.  It 
is  one  of  the  few  existing  copies  engrossed 
September  1789  at  the  order  of  the  first 
Congress. 

Balaban  turned  over  the  rare  document  to 
Luther  H.  Evans,  acting  librarian  of  Congress, 
at  the  shrine  housing  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence and  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  He  purchased  it  in  1943  from  Dr. 
A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  rare  book  dealer,  as  a 
token  of  gratitude  for  the  freedom  which  his 
Russian-born  parents  enjoyed  in  this  coun- 
try. 

Postmaster  General  Frank  C.  Walker  and 
Supreme  Court  Justices  Robert  H.  Jackson 
and  Felix  Frankfurter  were  among  officials 
present  at  the  ceremonies.  Following  the 
presentation,  the  document  was  placed  on  ex- 
hibition in  a specially-constructed  display 
case  next  to  the  shrine. 

Byron  Price,  director  of  censorship,  spoke 
briefly  on  the  historical  background  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights  in  the  Coolidge  Auditorium  in 
the  evening  as  part  of  the  presentation  cere- 
monies. Archibald  MacLeish,  assistant  secre- 
tary of  state  and  former  librarian  of  Con- 
gress, presided. 

Since  its  purchase  by  Balaban,  the  docu- 
ment has  been  displayed  at  the  sub-treasury 
building  in  New  York,  site  of  the  original 
capitol  of  the  U.S.,  where  the  Bill  of  Rights 
was  engrossed  and  signed.  The  Book  and 
Author  committee  of  the  treasury’s  war  fi- 
nance division  sponsored  the  exhibit  as  part 
of  the  Fourth  War  Loan  but  more  recently  as 
part  of  its  “Schools  at  War”  program. 

Under  this  program  some  13,525  elementary 
and  high  schools  throughout  the  U.S.  and 
Alaska  have  received  collotype  facsimiles  of 
the  document  as  a gift  from  Balaban.  These 
were  distributed  by  the  treasury  department. 

Zanuck  Puts  His  20th-Fox 
Stock  Into  Family  Trust 

HOLLYWOOD  — Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th- 
Fox  executive  vice-president  in  charge  of 
production,  has  sold  42,000  shares  of  his  com- 
mon stock  holdings  in  the  company  to  estab- 
lish an  “irrevocable  trust  fund”  for  his  three 
children,  Richard,  Darrylin  and  Susan,  rang- 
ing in  age  from  10  to  14  years. 

Proceeds  of  the  sale,  amounting  to  $1,170,- 
750,  reduced  Zanuck’s  common  stock  holdings 
to  129%  shares.  The  42,000  shares  were  sold 
through  a special  offering  at  $27.87y2  per 
share. 


New  Film  Magazine 

NEW  YORK — Edited  by  Paul  Myers,  a new 
motion  picture  magazine,  Movies  in  Review, 
will  appear  on  the  newsstands  April  1.  Of 
digest  size,  the  monthly  periodical  will  con- 
tain technical  articles  on  production,  news 
of  studios  here  and  abroad,  film  reviews,  pre- 
view notes  and  stories  of  film  personnel. 


A.  C.  Thomas  Dies 

NEW  YORK — Abel  Cary  Thomas,  former 
secretary  and  general  counsel  of  Warners, 
died  recently  at  his  home  here.  He  is 
survived  by  three  sisters,  Lucy  and  Ethel 
Cary  Thomas  of  New  York,  and  Mrs.  Rhode 
Cary  Cryster  of  Pasadena. 


To  "Falcon  in  San  Francisco"  Role 

Sharyn  Moffett  has  been  given  one  of  the 
principal  roles  in  RKO’s  “The  Falcon  in 
San  Francisco.” 
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Filmland's  War  Work 
Now  at  High  Average 

Like  the  remainder  of  America,  Hollywood 
has  been  at  war  for  more  than  three  years 
and  during  that  time  film  luminaries  have 
averaged  35  free  appearances  every  day  and 
have  traveled  more  than  4,000,000  miles  all 
over  the  world  to  entertain  the  armed  forces, 
sell  war  bonds  and  serve  other  wartime  pa- 
triotic causes.  These  figures  were  revealed  in 
the  third  annual  report  of  the  Hollywood  Vic- 
tory Committee. 

Through  HVC,  clearing  house  for  voluntary 
war-related  activities,  3,564  players  have  made 
37,979  free  appearances  in  5,680  events. 

During  1944,  with  stars  touring  from  Attu 
to  New  Zealand,  from  Normandy  to  Chung- 
king, the  report  cites  a stepped-up  average 
of  50  appearances  a day  for  a year’s  total  of 
18,331  appearances  in  2,363  events. 

Overseas  Tours  Head  the  List 

Overseas  tours  set  up  in  cooperation  with 
USO-Camp  Shows,  Inc.,  head  the  list  of  ac- 
tivities reported  for  1944,  with  94  stars  and 
entertainers  covering  the  fighting  fronts, 
playing  as  close  to  battle  lines  as  military 
expediency  would  allow.  Listed  as  typical  is 
the  tour  of  a feminine  screen  star  who  flew 
50,000  miles  to  cover  the  scattered  islands  of 
the  Central  Pacific.  Four  stars  landed  on 
“Omaha”  and  “Utah”  beachheads  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Normandy  campaign.  The 
1944  record  brought  the  list  of  overseas  troup- 
ers since  the  war  began  to  139,  with  an  aver- 
age of  11  weeks  a tour. 

Most  important  development  of  the  year, 
the  report  declares,  was  the  organization  of 
the  GI  hospital  circuit  on  which  the  stars 
entertain  wounded  brought  back  from  over- 
seas, paying  personal ' visits  to  men  in  the 
wards  and  playing  shows  in  auditoriums  for 
patients  who  can  walk. 

“In  the  last  few  months  of  the  year,”  the 
report  states,  “90  personalities  made  1,545 
appearances  on  68  tours  of  army  general  hos- 
pitals, navy  and  marine  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent homes  and  air  force  redistribution 
centers.” 

138  Players  Made  Camp  Tours 

In  addition  to  the  hospital  program,  138 
players  made  camp  tours  in  the  past  year, 
and  485  shows  were  given  by  variety  troupes 
at  embarkation  points,  on  ships  in  harbor  and 
at  other  points  where  crucial  entertainment 
needs  existed. 

Covering  both  hospitals  and  camps,  341 
volunteer  performers  have  given  4,545  play- 
ing days  on  324  tours  since  Pearl  Harbor, 
with  1,510  special  shows  added  to  make  a 
total  of  more  than  18,000  individual  per- 
formances. 

For  the  treasury  department,  101  players 
toured  the  nation  in  three  war  loah  drives  in 
1944,  aiding  in  the  sale  of  millions  of  series 
E bonds  through  war  plant  appearances  and 
public  rallies.  They  brought  the  record  for 
six  war  loan  drives,  the  report  reveals,  to  233 


players  who  have  made  national  tours,  242 
who  have  gone  out  for  important  individual 
appearances  and  307  who  have  made  broad- 
casts and  transcriptions.  Eighteen  stars 
went  to  Canada  in  the  past  year  to  aid  the 
Canadian  Victory  Loan  drives. 

Recorded  entertainment  for  overseas  dis- 
tribution called  for  appearances  during  the 
year  by  261  artists  on  969  transcribed  pro- 
grams made  for  the  armed  forces  radio  serv- 
ice. In  other  war  effort  appearances,  in  per- 
son, on  wax  and  on  the  air,  stars  aided  the 
Red  Cross,  National  War  Fund,  National 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis  and  other 
relief  and  charity  agencies.  On  the  screen, 
the  stars  aided  the  treasury,  Red  Cross  and 
other  agencies  with  25  special  shorts  dis- 
tributed through  the  industry’s  WAC  to  16,000 
theatres. 

HVC  was  organized  three  days  after  Pearl 
Harbor  and  represents  22  entertainment  in- 
dustry guilds  and  associations. 

Producer  Stone  to  Form 
Film-Television  Troupe 

Producer-Director  Andrew  Stone,  who  re- 
cently completed  plans  to  televise  his  next 
motion  picture  production,  is  scheduled  to 
form  a stock  company  of  young  players  who 
are  experienced  both  in  film  and  television 
acting.  Expected  to  number  ten  players,  the 
stock  company  will  be  contracted  through 
the  assistance  of  Michael  Patrick  Cunning, 
television  producer. 

Warner  Contract  List 
Reaches  Record  Hight 

Latest  personnel  list  released  by  Warners 
shows  studio  at  new  high  mark  for  contrac- 
tees  with  total  of  199  individuals  signed. 

List  breaks  down  to  30  players  of  star  rank, 
50  featured  players,  23  artists  engaged  for 
special  pictures,  18  directors,  31  writers,  four 
composers  and  13  producers,  in  addition  to 
30  personalities  who  are  in  the  armed  forces. 

Rowland  Is  Casting  Two 
Newies  for  Republic 

Producer  William  Rowland  has  signed  a 
deal  with  Republic  whereby  he  will  produce 
two  more  independent  films  for  release  by 
that  company.  Rowland  is  currently  lining 
up  casts  for  the  two  newies.  The  producer’s 
“A  Song  for  Miss  Julie”  was  also  a Republic 
release. 

Marvin  Stahl  Appointed 
Pathe  Assistant  Chairman 

Kenneth  M.  Young,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  Pathe  Industries,  Inc.,  has  announced 
that  Marvin  Stahl,  who  has  been  represent- 
ing the  company  in  the  field  locally  for  the 
past  two  years,  has  been  promoted  to  the  new 
post  of  assistant  to  the  chairman. 


Says  That  GIs  Will 
Guide  Future  Films 

Returning  service  men  should  and  will  have 
considerable  influence  on  future  motion  pic- 
tures in  the  opinion  of  W.  Ray  Johnston, 
president  of  Monogram  Pictures  Corp.,  who 
was  designated  by  the  Independent  Motion 
Picture  Producers  Ass’n  to  appear  on  behalf 
of  the  industry  on  the  half-hour  broadcast 
of  the  Los  Angeles  Times,  which  each  week 
devotes  the  program  to  a selected  southern 
California  industry  over  radio  station  KMPC. 

“In  planning  our  future,”  said  Johnston, 
“we  motion  picture  producers  are  being  in- 
fluenced by  the  employes  who  are  returning 
to  us  after  service  in  the  wars.  They  are 
mightily  concerned  about  peace.  They  intend 
to  see  that  their  sacrifices  in  this  war  do  not 
represent  the  end  of  their  interest  in  bringing 
about  permanent  freedom  from  wars. 

“These  returning  service  men  are  aware  of 
the  basic  world-wide  importance  of  the  mo- 
tion picture.  They  have  seen  the  way  it  in- 
fluences foreign  audiences  in  their  concep- 
tion of  America.  They  want  to  join  in  mak- 
ing films  which  will  carry  the  advantages  of 
education  to  all  men.  This  does  not  mean 
that  they  think  any  less  of  the  entertainment 
values  in  motion  pictures.  Quite  the  con- 
trary. 

“They  want  laughs  and  hope — and  it  is 
when  they  work  on  such  pictures  that  they 
feel  their  efforts  are  most  rewarded.” 

Walter  Lantz's  Funnies 
Magazine  to  Be  Printed 

Walter  Lantz  has  signed  a five-year  deal 
with  Whitman  Publishing  Co.,  under  which 
the  firm  will  print  a new  Cartune  magazine 
entitled  Walter  Lantz’s  Funnies. 

Lantz  has  been  conferring  with  Helen  Mey- 
ers, general  manager  of  the  Dell  Publications, 
which  will  handle  the  Cartune  magazine,  re- 
garding material  to  be  used. 

Republic  Signs  Santell 
To  Producer  Pact 

Republic  studio  has  signed  Alfred  Santell 
to  a long-term  producer-director  pact  fol- 
lowing negotiations  for  his  exclusive  services 
completed  by  the  company’s  head,  H.  J. 
Yates.  Santell’s  first  assignment  under  the 
new  contract  will  be  “Mexicana,”  top-budget 
musical. 

\ 

"Pan-Americana"  Bows  at 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  Capitol 

“Pan-Americana,”  RKO  musical,  was  given 
its  world  premiere  at  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  February  16.  Extensive  addi- 
tional newspaper  space,  radio  tieins,  special 
lobby  displays  and  novel  street  ballyhoos  were 
utilized  as  part  of  the  campaign. 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Barnstormers 


Metro 

ROBERT  WALKER  was  slated  to  leave  for  New  York 
to  join  XAVIER  CUGAT  and  his  orchestra  and  LENA 
HORNE  in  a personal  appearance  at  the  Capitol 
Theatre  starting  March  1. 

PRC  Pictures 

BUSTER  CRABBE  and  AL  "FUZZY"  ST.  JOHN  have 
gene  to  San  Francisco  for  a two-week  personal  ap- 
pearance tour  of  the  Lippert  theatres. 

Briefies 


Paramount 

JERRY  FAIRBANKS'  next  Speaking  of  Animals, 
fifth  in  the  current  series  of  novelty  shorts,  has  been 
tentatively  titled  SHORT  CUT  TO  UTOPIA. 

Cleflers 

Columbia 

The  HOOSIER  HOTSHOTS,  radio  quartet,  signed 
to  appear  in  "Rhythm  Round-Up." 

Metro 

CHARLES  PREVIN  has  been  named  musical  direc- 
tor for  "Two  Sisters  From  Boston.'' 

Universal 

MARK  LEVANT  has  been  engaged  as  musical  di- 
rector for  “Woman  in  Green";  EDWARD  WARD  is 
penning  score  with  JACK  BROOKS  doing  special 
lyrics  for  "Once  Upon  a Dream,"  and  FRANK  SKIN- 
NER is  conducting  score  for  "Easy  to  Look  At." 

Meggers 


Metro 

S.  SYLVAN  SIMON  set  to  direct  "Abbott  and  Cos- 
tello in  Hollywood." 

Monogram 

PHIL  KARLSTEIN  has  been  signed  to  direct  four 
pictures;  the  first  will  be  a musical,  as  yet  unnamed. 

Paramount 

PAUL  JONES  has  been  handed  producer  assign- 
ment on  "June  Bride,"  play  by  Graeme  Lorimer  and 
Eiieen  Tighe,  purchased  some  time  ago.  Diana  Lynn 
is  scheduled  for  the  title  role. 

PINE  and  THOMAS  are  set  to  produce  "Swamp 
Man,"  Johnny  Weissmuller  starrer  and  first  produc- 
tion on  their  three-picture  deal  with  the  player.  It 
is  an  original  story  by  Geoffrey  Homes  and  centers 
around  the  New  Orleans  riverboats. 

PRC  Pictures 

EDGAR  ULMER's  next  directorial  assignment  will 
be  "Two  Tickets  to  Heaven,"  a drama  with  music. 
It  is  an  original  story  by  Fred  Jackson  and  will  be 
JACK  GRANT'S  first  picture  as  associate  producer. 

Republic 

GEORGE  ARCHAINBAUD  will  meg  "Girls  of  the 
Big  House." 

FRANK  McDONALD  has  been  signed  to  a term 
director  contract. 

20th  Century-Fox 

"The  Home  Stretch,"  to  be  filmed  in  Technicolor, 
has  been  placed  on  Producer  ROBERT  BASSLER's 
schedule.  It  is  a racetrack  yarn  and  an  addition  to 
the  studio's  program. 

AUBREY  SCHENCK  set  to  produce  "Shock"  from 
a story  by  Albert  Demond.  Film  is  scheduled  for 
April  production. 

Universal 

CHARLES  LAMONT  slated  to  meg  "Once  Upon  a 
Dream." 

JAMES  TINLING  named  to  pilot  "The  Jungle 
Marines." 

"Uncle  Harry"  will  be  megged  by  ROBERT 
SIODMAK. 

FRANK  GROSS,  associate  producer,  gets  produc- 
tion reins  on  "Moonlight  and  Orchids,"  while  Ell- 
woed  Ullman  handles  the  original  screenplay  chore. 

Options 


Columbia 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "Rhythm  Round-Up"  are 

BIG  BOY"  WILLIAMS  and  RAYMOND  HATTON. 

STEVE  COCHRAN  will  support  CHESTER  MORRIS 
in  "Surprise  in  the  Night,"  eighth  of  the  Boston 
Blackie  series. 

NINA  FOCH  will  play  opposite  CHESTER  MORRIS 
in  "Surprise  in  the  Night." 

JANIS  CARTER  gets  spot  in  "Song  of  Broadway." 

FRANK  DARIAN  and  JESSIE  ARONLD  cast  into 
"Kiss  and  Tell." 

LOREN  TINDALL  inked  for  second  male  lead  in 
"Song  of  Broadway." 

Metro 

JOHN  WAYNE  and  LEON  AMES  set  for  top  roles  in 
"They  Were  Expendable." 

MAJ.  FRANK  PERSHING  assigned  role  in  "They 
Were  Expendable." 


KEENAN  WYNN  set  to  appear  in  "Ziegfeld  Fol- 
lies" in  his  own  original  sketch. 

Returning  after  nearly  a year's  absence,  WARD 
BOND  gets  a top  role  in  "They  Were  Expendable." 

ARTHUR  WALSH  assigned  comedy  part  in  "Early 
to  Wed." 

A new  contract  has  been  awarded  to  CAMERON 
MITCHELL  who  checks  into  cast  of  "They  Were  Ex- 
pendable." 

Monogram 

BRUCE  CABOT  inked  for  male  lead  in  "Divorce," 
with  JOHN  CALKINS  and  LARRY  OLSEN  set  for 
child  roles. 

Additions  to  "Divorce"  are  RUTH  LEE,  JEROME 
COWAN,  VIRGINIA  WAVE  and  REID  KILPATRICK. 

Paramount 

FRANK  FAYLEN  has  been  borrowed  by  Hal  Wallis 
Productions  for  "You  Came  Along."  Also  signed  for 
the  same  picture  is  FRANKLIN  PANGBORN. 

EDWARD  MORGAN,  WILLIAM  EDMUNDS,  NELLA 
WALKER  and  BEN  WELDON  set  for  Pine  and  Thomas' 
"Follow  That  Woman." 

LEWIS  RUSSELL  has  been  signed  for  part  in  the 
Hal  Wallis  production,  "You  Came  Along." 

JAMES'  GLEASON  cast  as  navy  officer  in  "The 
Well  Groomed  Bride." 

Bill  Pine  and  Bill  Thomas  have  added  MINERVA 
URECAL,  BYRON  FOULGER,  JOHN  CRAIG  and 
GEORGE  McKAY  to  the  cast  of  "Follow  That 
Woman." 

ALAN  LADD,  WILLIAM  BENDIX  and  HOWARD  DA 
SILVA  have  been  cast  for  "Calcutta." 

CONSTANCE  DOWLING  has  been  signed  to  play 
the  siren  in  "The  Well  Groomed  Bride." 

PRC  Pictures 

TONI  SEVEN  named  for  title  role  in  "Miss  Seven- 
teen," an  original  story  by  Russell  Birdwell,  dealing 
with  American  feminine  youth. 

RKO  Radio 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "Man  Alive"  are  FORTUNIO 
BONANOVA  and  GERTRUDE  ASTOR. 

LUCILE  WATSON  has  been  assigned  to  Interna- 
tional Pictures'  "Tomorrow  Is  Forever." 

Cast  of  "The  Falcon  in  Skin  Francisco"  adds 
MYRNA  DELL. 

Republic 

Femme  lead  in  "Girls  of  the  Big  House"  handed 
to  LYNNE  ROBERTS. 

JOHN  WAYNE  has  been  signed  to  a new  five-year 
contract. 

United  Artists 

FRANK  SUNDSTROM  of  the  Royal  Dramatic  Thea- 
tre in  Stockholm  has  been  signed  by  Vanguard 
Films  and  assigned  an  important  role  in  "Notorious." 
Sundstrom,  currently  in  Sweden,  is  scheduled  to 
leave  for  America  February  19. 

David  O.  Selznick  has  set  JOSEPH  COTTEN  for  co- 
starring  role  of  Jesse  in  "Duel  in  the  Sun." 

Universal 

KENT  TAYLOR  inked  to  a long-term  deal. 

GEORGE  SANDERS,  GERALDINE  FITZGERALD  and 
ELLA  RAINES  set  to  topline  in  "Uncle  Harry." 

ERIC  BLORE  and  SIG  RUMAN  assigned  feature 
roles  in  "Men  in  Her  Diary." 

ERNEST  TRUEX  signed  for  "Men  in  Her  Diary." 

ELIZABETH  PATTERSON,  CLYDE  FILLMORE,  MARY 
FORBES  and  SARAH  EDWARDS  penciled  in  for  "Lady 
on  a Train." 

EVE  AMBER  and  LORRAINE  MILLER  set  for  roles 
in  "Men  in  Her  Diary." 

Warners 

WILLIAM  PRINCE  has  been  assigned  to  play  op- 
posite Andrea  King  in  "Shadow  of  a Woman." 

ROSEMARY  DeCAMP  added  to  cast  of  "Too  Young 
to  Know." 

HUMPHREY  BOGART  and  BARBARA  STANWYCK  to 
costar  in  "The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls." 

DEANIE  BEST  will  debut  in  "This  Love  of  Ours." 

Betty  ALEXANDER  assigned  a role  in  "Too  Young 
to  Know." 

Scripters 


Columbia 

ISABEL  DAWN  has  been  signed  to  collaborate  with 
Margaret  Englander  on  "Girl  Meets  Wolf." 

Final  polishing  chore  on  "I  Love  a Bandleader" 
handed  to  PAUL  YAWITZ, 

Metro 

Author  PAUL  WELLMAN  has  been  signed  to  a con- 
tract and  is  set  to  work  on  screenplay  of  "Red  Gold" 
which  O.  O.  Dull  is  producing.  It  is  a story  of  the 
Arizona  copper  mines  in  the  1890s.  FREDERICK 
HAZLETT  BRENNAN,  well-known  short  story  writer, 
has  also  been  pacted  to  a long-term  deal,  with  an 
important  assignment  pending. 

JAN  LUSTIG  and  KATHERINE  ANN  PORTER  handed 
scripting  chores  on  forthcoming  production,  "Young 
Bess,"  to  be  produced  by  Sidney  Franklin.  The 
story,  Literary  Guild  selection  for  April,  was  authored 
by  British  Novelist  Margaret  Irwin  and  originally 
published  in  England.  It  deals  with  the  teen-age 
Elizabeth,  her  love  for  Tom  Seymore,  her  step-uncle 
and  Lord  Admiral  of  the  British  navy,  and  her  de- 
termination, after  his  death,  to  become  Queen  of 
England, 


Monogram 

GEORGE  WALLACE  SAYRE  is  writing  an  original 
screenplay  for  basis  of  a musical,  as  yet  untitled. 

GEORGE  CALLAHAN  has  commenced  preparation 
of  the  next  Charlie  Chan  story. 

Paramount 

ARTHUR  SHEEKMAN  and  THEODORE  STRAUSS 
have  been  assigned  screenplay  chore  of  "June 
Bride." 

PRC  Pictures 

Screenplay  of  "Two  Tickets  to  Heaven"  is  cur- 
rently being  prepared  by  ROBERT  LEE  JOHNSON. 

RKO  Radio 

MICHAEL  HOGAN  draws  scripting  chore  on 
"Power  of  Darkness." 

ROBERT  SMITH  assigned  final  screenplay  chore 
on  International's  "Countess  of  Monte  Cristo." 

20th  Century-Fox 

LENORE  COFFEE  has  been  set  to  script  "Cluny 
Brown." 

ARTHUR  CAESAR  has  been  signed  to  pen  a new 
ending  for  "O.  Henry,"  originally  scripted  by  Ralph 
Spence  and  then  polished  by  Aben  Finkel.  George 
Jessel  will  handle  production  reins  on  film  scheduled 
to  face  the  cameras  in  April. 

Universal 

GEORGE  BRICKER  has  been  assigned  to  do  screen- 
play of  "She  Wolf  of  London." 

GORDON  MacDONALD,  English  novelist,  signed  to 
write  final  screenplay  of  "Thief  of  Stamboul." 

Final  screenplay  chore  of  "Uncle  Harry"  assigned 
to  STEPHEN  LONGSTREET. 

Warners 

Two  authors  have  been  pacted  to  script  forthcom- 
ing films;  BARRY  LINDEN  has  been  assigned  to  "One 
Man's  Secret,"  and  CLEVE  ADAMS  was  handed 
“Serenade." 

Story  Buys 


Paramount 

"A  Tale  of  Two  Cafes,"  short  story  by  Anthony 
Gibbs,  son  of  Sir  Phillip  Gibbs,  novelist,  has  been 
purchased  and  assigned  to  Louis  Harris  for  produc- 
tion. Yarn  deals  with  the  rivalry  between  two  cafes 
and  has  a Parisian  locale,  which  may  be  changed 
for  the  picture. 

Screen  rights  to  Norman  Krasna's  play,  "Dear 
Ruth,"  have  been  acquired,  with  Sonny  Tufts  set 
for  the  male  lead.  The  plot  deals  with  the  complica- 
tions ensuing  when  an  army  lieutenant  arrives  from 
overseas  to  marry  a girl  with  whom  he  mistakenly 
believes  he  has  been  carrying  on  a correspondence. 

RKO  Radio 

Vicki  Baum's  original  story,  "Mexican  Hayride," 
has  been  purchased  and  added  to  Warren  Duff's 
production  slate,  to  be  produced  late  this  year  as  a 
comedy  drama  with  music. 

Technically 

Columbia 

PERRY  SMITH  and  GEORGE  MEEHAN  assigned  as 
art  director  and  lenser,  respectively,  on  "Surprise  in 
the  Night." 

IVAN  VOLKMAN  and  PAUL  DONNELLY  have  been 
set  as  first  and  second  assistant  directors,  respec- 
tively, on  "Surprise  in  the  Night." 

Metro 

WILHELM  VON  WYMETAL  inked  to  supervise 
operatic  sequences  in  "Two  Sisters  From  Boston"; 
EARL  McEVOY  named  assistant  megger  on  "Abbott 
and  Costello  in  Hollywood";  PAUL  GROESSE  to  be 
art  director  on  "The  Yearling." 

CHARLES  HUNT  and  JULIAN  SILBERSTEIN  have 
been  assigned  as  unit  manager  and  assistant  direc- 
tor, respectively,  on  "Dangerous  Partners." 

KARL  FREUND  has  been  assigned  to  lens  "Danger- 
ous Partners." 

Monogram 

Pioduction  staff  for  "Divorce"  includes  HARRY 
NEUMAN,  cameraman;  BERT  STROBACH,  production 
manager,  and  DICK  HARLAN,  assistant  director. 

RKO  Radio 

JOHN  SHERWOOD  is  to  be  assistant  megger  on 
"Tomorrow  Is  Forever,"  International  picture",  "re- 
placing ART  BLACK  who  has  been  switched  to  simi- 
lar chore  on  "Countess  of  Monte  Cristo,"  also  an 
International  picture. 

United  Artists 

BERNARD  HERZBRUN  signed  as  art  director  for 
Mutual  Productions.  His  first  chore  to  be  "Pardon 
My  Past.” 

JOE  GILPIN  has  been  engaged  by  Leslie  Fenton, 
producer-director,  to  handle  the  production  manager 
duties  for  Mutual  Productions.  First  assignment  is 
"Pardon  My  Past." 

Universal 

PAUL  IVANO  will  be  first  cameraman  on  "Men 
in  Her  Diary." 

Warners 

JACK  GAGE  set  as  dialog  director  on  "Stolen 
Life." 

Title  Changes 

Metro 

"Close  Shave"  now  titled  ABBOTT  AND  COS- 
TELLO IN  HOLLYWOOD. 
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Paramount 

YOU  HIT  THE  SPOT  is  new  title  for  "Jivin'  Jupiter," 
Technicolor  musical  featurette. 

20th  Century-Fox 

DON  JUAN  QUILLIGAN  is  new  label  for  "Two- 
Faced  Quilligan." 

Republic 

"Desperados  of  Dakota"  becomes  TEXAS  MAN- 
HUNT and  MARSHAL  OF  LAREDO  is  new  tag  for 
"Gang  Law  of  Laredo." 

"Johnny  March"  changed  to  IDENTITY  UNKNOWN. 

Red  Cross  Leaders  Plan 
Upper-Bracket  Contacts 

Plans  through  which  upper-bracket  earn- 
ers in  Hollywood  can  be  contacted  early  and 
individually  in  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross 
campaign  were  discussed  when  representa- 
tives of  the  three  talent  guilds  and  the  cam- 
era men  met  with  Chairman  Walter  Wanger, 
who  also  spoke  for  the  producer-executive 
group.  Those  attending  the  meeting  unani- 
mously adopted  the  same  “yardstick  for  giv- 
ing” which  last  year  served  as  a basis  for  sug- 
gested donations.  This  scale  ranges  from  one 
day’s  pay  for  those  earning  less  than  $5,000 
a year  to  eight  days’  pay  for  those  earning 
more  than  $150,000. 

Talent  guilds  were  represented  by  George 
Murphy  and  Pat  Somerset  for  the  actors, 
Emmett  Lavery  and  William  Pomerance  for 
the  writers,  and  J.  P.  McGowan  for  the  di- 
rectors. The  camera  men,  included  for  the 
first  time  in  upper-bracket  campaign  plans, 
were  represented  by  E.  T.  Estabrook,  union 
president,  and  Herb  Aller,  business  repre- 
sentative. 

Earlier,  Wanger  met  with  officers  of  the 
Artists  Managers  Guild.  Representing  the 
guild  were  Bert  Allenberg,  president;  M.  C. 
Levee,  who  will  serve  as  colonel  for  the  cam- 
paign, and  Adrian  MacCalman,  guild  ad- 
ministrator and  assistant  colonel. 

“The  activity  of  the  Artists  Managers  Guild 
is  of  particular  importance,”  Chairman  Wan- 
ger said  in  calling  the  meeting.  “Much  of  the 
success  of  every  campaign  is  due  to  this  group, 
not  only  through  the  members’  own  gifts  but 
through  their  solicitation  among  the  top  in- 
come bracket  groups  of  artists.  In  this  cam- 
paign we  hope  to  perfect  the  mechanics  of 
that  solicitation  and  thereby  materially  to 
shorten  the  drive.” 

Monogram  Gives  Standings 
In  $14,350  Sales  Contest 

Latest  standings  announced  by  General 
Sales  Manager  Steve  Broidy  in  Monogram’s 
nationwide  contest,  carrying  $14,350  in  prize 
awards  to  winning  exchanges,  are:  Sales 
Department:  Division  No.  1,  Dallas,  San 
Francisco,  Los  Angeles:  Division  No.  2,  Char- 
lotte, Cleveland,  Cincinnati;  Division  No.  3, 
Memphis,  Omaha,  Denver.  Collection  De- 
partment: Division  No.  1,  San  Francisco,  Dal- 
las, Atlanta;  Division  No.  2,  Detroit,  Char- 
lotte, New  Orleans;  Division  No.  3,  Memphis. 
Seattle,  Denver. 

The  contest  closes  March  30. 

Grace  MacDonald  Leaves 
Universal  This  Month 

Terminating  a contract  with  Universal 
which  lasted  for  more  than  four  years,  Grace 
McDonald  will  leave  the  studio  some  time 
this  month. 


Monogram  Studio  Club  Forming 

Monogram  Studio  Club  is  in  process  of  or- 
ganization by  Harry  Bourne,  head  of  the 
wardrobe  department,  and  first  board  meet- 
ing, to  elect  chairman,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer for  the  coming  year,  was  scheduled  for 
February  26.  Prospectus  of  the  organization 
contemplates  many  benefits  to  members,  and 
it  is  anticipated  enrollment  will  be  100  per 
cent  of  studio  personnel. 


OF  extraordinary  interest  to  all  branches 
of  the  industry  should  be  the  report 
of  the  recent  annual  convention  of 
National  Theatre  executives,  held  in  the 
company’s  Los  Angeles  headquarters  and 
presided  over  by  NT  Headman  Charles  P. 
Skouras. 

The  news  that  emanated  from  the  gather- 
ing furnished  a preview  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected in  the  future  field  of  motion  pictures, 
most  especially  their  exhibition. 

First,  there  were  the  discussions  of  the 
physical  phases  of  postwar  showmanship. 
Much  time  was  devoted  to  consideration  of 
television  and  the  prominent  place  expected 
of  it  in  the  theatres  of  tomorrow.  That  NT 
will  be  amply  prepared  for  advent  of  the 
newest  entertainment  medium  is  demon- 
strated by  the  announcement  that  the  circuit 
has  organized  a department  whose  sole  func- 
tion is  to  study  television  developments  and 
devise  ways  and  means  to  best  fit  it  into 
future  operations. 

Fascinating  was  the  demonstration  of  pre- 
fabricated theatres.  Models  were  shown  of 
houses  that  would  seat  as  many  as  1,200  per- 
sons. Complete  in  every  detail,  the  pre- 
fabricated showcases,  built  largely  of  steel 
and  aluminum,  can  be  transported  in  four 
box  cars  and  erected  on  selected  sites,  ready 
for  operation,  in  an  amazingly  short  time. 
President  Skouras  told  his  aides  that  plans 
had  been  perfected  for  the  construction  and 
erection  of  several  such  houses  just  as  soon 
as  materials  are  available.  Then,  there  was 
talk  about  the  possibility  of  the  chain  ex- 
tending its  coverage  to  Mexico  and  Latin 
America. 

But  wondrous  and  exciting  as  may  be  this 
glimpse  of  exhibition’s  postwar  era,  still  more 
noteworthy  was  Skouras’s  declaration  of  pol- 
icy. The  NT  president  constantly  emphasized 
to  his  subsidiary  presidents  and  their  re- 
spective staffs  that  in  looking  ahead  he 
considered  service  to  the  public  the  circuit’s 
No.  1 function. 

He  said,  in  part: 

“Our  theatres  are  an  Important  part  of 
community  life  and  the  war  effort.  We  are, 
in  many  cities  as  well  as  in  Washington, 
looked  to  for  leadership  on  numerous  na- 
tional activities. 

“Today,  with  our  bond  drives,  Red  Cross, 
War  Fund  and  countless  other  activities,  we 
are  helping  in  an  important  way  toward 
the  winning  of  the  war,  but  when  the  battle 
is  over  the  theatres  will  be  looked  upon  for 
similar,  if  not  greater  efforts,  in  the  winning 
of  the  peace  and  the  postwar  period  of 
adjustment. 

“It  is  up  to  us  to  continue — to  double— our 
service  to  the  nation  in  the  peace  that  fol- 
lows in  the  same  showmanly,  energetic  man- 
ner we  do  now.” 

Other  industry  leaGers  would  do  well  to 
observe  carefully  and  benefit  by  the  Skouras 
credo.  If  it  were  made  the  guiding  policy 
of  the  motion  picture  business  in  its  entirety, 
the  golden  future  promised  by  physical  and 
scientific  development  could  be  attained  with 
a minimum  of  adverse  or  troublesome  legis- 
lation and  government  interference;  with  a 


vast  improvement  in  the  industry’s  overall 
public  relations. 

Reveals  a release  from  Columbia: 

“J.  I.  Guillotin,  French  physician  and  in- 
ventor of  the  dread  instrument  of  decapita- 
tion which  bears  his  name,  will  be  portrayed 
for  the  first  time  on  the  screen  in  ‘The  Fight- 
ing Guaidsman.’” 

The  expert  company  into  which  he  has 
been  thrust,  will  have  Monsieur  Guillotin 
whirling  in  his  grave.  Hollywood  film  editors 
have  developed  the  art  of  decapitation  to  a 
height  he  never  dared  imagine,  and  more 
heads  have  ended  on  the  cutting  room  floor 
than  ever  spattered  the  guillotine’s  gory 
basket. 

For  his  own  protection  and  to  save  the  pub- 
lic from  being  too  confused,  something  should 
be  done  about  changing  the  name  of  Loren 
Tindall,  Columbia  contractee  who  has  just 
been  assigned  the  second  MALE  lead  in  “Song 
of  Broadway.”  His  moniker  is  too  similar  to 
that  of  widely  - publicized,  generously- 
acclaimed  Lauren  Bacall,  of  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  fame. 

Incidentally,  the  sometimes  maudlin  but 
more  often  sardonic  tidbits  being  printed 
about  Humphrey  Bogart  and  his  alleged  ro- 
mance with  Newcomer  Bacall  add  a definite 
touch  of  authenticity  to  the  title  under  which 
he  authored  a piece  for  a recent  issue  of  the 
Saturday  Evening  Post,  to  wit:  “I  Stuck  My 
Neck  Out.” 

In  which  connection,  shed  a tear  for  poor 
Alex  Evelove  and  his  aides.  To  have  Tough- 
Guy  Bogart  enmeshed  romantically  at  the 
same  time  that  Old  Faithful  Errol  Flynn  again 
bursts  into  print  with  one  of  his  characteris- 
tically unsavory  situations  is  too  much  to 
bear — even  for  Burbank’s  brave  band  of 
blurbers. 


And  while  on  the  subject  of  unsavory  situ- 
ations, consider  the  case  of  Joan  Barry.  She 
who  has  been  litigating  Comedian  Charles 
Chaplin  in  an  effort  to  prove  his  parentage 
of  her  chee-ild,  has  been  signed  to  star  in  a 
feature  picture  by  Richard  Monroe  and 
George  Van  Marter,  newcomers  to  Holly- 
wood’s independent  production  scene.  Mon- 
roe and  Van  Marter  are  dickering  with  Mono- 
gram for  a releasing  deal  for  their  proposed 
film  exploiting  the  famous  femme  of  le 
affaire  Chaplin. 

Which  negotiations  seem  to  be  a bit  tardy 
inasmuch  as  that  company  long  since  com- 
pleted and  distributed  a pair  titled  respec- 
tively “Where  Are  Our  Children?”  and  “Are 
These  Our  Parents?”  Suggested  handle  for 
the  Barry  opus,  if  and  when  it  is  made:  “No 
Father  to  Guide  Her.” 


Why  is  Perry  (The  Mallet)  Lieber  super- 
stitious? On  the  same  day  that  he  previewed 
“The  Body  Snatcher”  for  the  press  he  ap- 
peared before  the  War  Labor  Board  in  the 
Screen  Publicists  Guild  contract  hearing. 

It  was  the  13th  of  the  month. 


E.  J.  Schulte  Appointed 


CASPER,  WYO. — E.  J.  Schulte,  president  of 
the  Rialto  Theatre,  Inc.,  here,  has  been  ap- 
pointed state  representative  to  the  National 
Aeronautics  Ass’n,  the  Casper  Chamber  of 
Commerce  announced. 


Williams  Okay  Near 

Formal  approval  of  the  contract  which  will 
install  Paul  Williams  as  manager  and  gen- 
eral counsel  of  the  Southern  California  Thea- 
tre Owners  Ass’n  was  expected  at  this  week’s 
scheduled  meeting  of  SCOTA’s  directors. 
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Bank  Night  Measure 
Opposed  by  Paper 

Under  the  heading,  “Bank  Night  Bill,”  the 
Albuquerque,  N.  M„  Journal  recently  pub- 
lished the  following  editorial: 

“A  bill  offered  in  the  house  would  attempt 
to  legalize  for  theatres  in  the  state  bank 
nights  which  were  outlawed  four  years  ago  by 
the  state  supreme  court  on  the  ground  of  be- 
ing lotteries. 

“The  proposed  legislation  attempts  to  get 
around  the  lottery  elements  of  the  decision. 
Whether  it  does  or  not,  the  legislature  should 
kill  the  measure,  for  we  do  not  believe  many 
theatres  in  the  state  would  now  care  to  in- 
stitute bank  nights,  which  some  years  ago 
had  a sudden  flare  throughout  the  country. 

“The  movie  industry  itself  found  that  this 
method  of  trying  to  attract  customers  was  not 
good  business  and  conducted  a campaign 
against  the  offering  of  cash  or  merchandise 
prizes.  The  industry  found  second  rate  pic- 
tures were  being  run  on  the  nights  of  the 
drawings,  a policy  which  was  condemned. 
Theatres  were  urged  to  conduct  their  busi- 
nesses on  a legitimate  basis  of  value  given 
to  the  customer. 

“The  result  has  been  that  bank  nights 
generally  have  been  banished  by  the  motion 
picture  houses  themselves,  where  legislation 
did  not  prohibit  them. 

“This  should  be  taken  into  account  in 
passing  judgment  on  the  pending  legislation 
Bank  nights  are  not  desirable  from  the  stand- 
point either  of  the  movie  industry  or  the 
patrons  of  theatres.” 

Chaplin's  "Bluebeard"  Is 
Ready  for  Camera 

“Monsieur  Bluebeard”  is  the  title  set  for 
Charles  Chaplin’s  forthcoming  United  Artists 
picture  in  which  Chaplin  will  star  as  well  as 
produce.  The  script  has  been  completed  for 
some  time  and  production  is  scheduled  to 
start  in  April. 


Tell  of  Films  at  War 

Importance  of  the  part  motion  pictures  are 
playing  in  winning  of  the  war — from  combat 
films  to  entertainment  films  shown  behind 
the  lines  as  the  most  effective'battle  therapy, 
was  outlined  to  Hollywood  in  first  hand  re- 
ports of  two  signal  corps  officers,  Col.  E.  L. 
Munson  jr.,  chief  of  the  Army  Pictorial  Serv- 
ice and  Maj.  John  W.  Hubbell,  in  charge  of 
the  army  overseas  motion  picture  service. 
Both  have  returned  recently  from  overseas 
inspection  tours. 


Red  Cross  Leaders  Meet 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  Radio  president  and 
national  chairman  of  the  industry’s  partici- 
pation in  the  Red  Cross  campaign,  is  here 
to  confer  with  Charles  P.  Skouras,  National 
Theatres  president  and  local  campaign  chair- 
man, regarding  the  forthcoming  drive.  Fol- 
lowing local  meetings,  Depinet  was  to  speak 
at  similar  gatherings  in  San  Francisco,  Port- 
land and  Seattle  before  he  heads  back  to  New 
York. 


Bumelte-Starrett  Yarns 

Original  stories  for  the  first  two  of  next 
season’s  Charles  Starrett-Smiley  Burnette 
westerns  at  Columbia  have  already  been 
turned  in  to  Producer  Colbert  Clark,  and 
Sherman  Lowe  has  been  signed  to  start  work 
on  a yarn  for  the  third  picture,  not  yet 
titled.  Completed  stories  are  “Burning  the 
Trail,”  by  Louise  Rousseau,  and  “When 
Durango  Rode,”  by  Peter  Whitehead. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Mat  Holt,  former  San  Francisco  theatre  man, 
takes  on  his  first  major  producing  chore 
for  RKO  with  the  filming  of  “George  White’s 
Scandals  of  1945.”  Manager  of  the  first  of 
this  city’s  modern  film  palaces,  Holt  later 
was  head  of  RKO  theatres  in  the  west,  in- 
cluding the  Golden  Gate  Theatre  here. 

M.  J.  Carney  of  the  U.S.  army  motion  pic- 
ture division  no  sooner  returned  from  a swing 
around  his  northern  territory,  than  he  flew 
to  Seattle,  where  District  Manager  Schmidt 
called  a meeting  of  all  district  managers  to 
discuss  policy. 

First  Sgt.  Cliff  Morris,  former  theatre 
operator  for  George  Mann,  at  one  time  at 
Fort  Bragg  and  later  at  Ukiah,  and  son  of 
Mrs.  J.  Kvale,  recently  participated  in  a 
mission,  in  which  he  led  a fighter  squadron 
of  P39s  in  France  and  downed  his  first  Ger- 
man plane,  a ME109.  Morris  was  acting  as 
sound  engineer  for  the  National  Theatre 
Syndicate,  with  headquarters  at  Marysville, 
when  he  entered  the  service. 

Wally  Cowen  who  has  so  successfully 
managed  the  State  in  Ukian,  has  been  pro- 
moted by  George  Mann  and  will  go  to  Kla- 
math Falls,  where  he  will  be  in  charge  of 
five  of  Mann’s  theatres.  Cowen  has  been 
popular  at  the  State  Theatre  and  many  have 
expressed  their  regret  over  his  departure. 
The  new  manager  of  the  State  will  be  Cecil 
A.  West,  former  publisher  of  the  Republican 
Press,  who  has  many  friends  in  the  vicinity. 

Row  Ramblings:  Elaine  Ivers,  Monogram’s 
capable  and,  according  to  reliable  sources, 
beautiful  biller  and  steno,  is  leaving  to  go 
with  her  husband  who  is  being  transferred 
to  a naval  station  near  New  Orleans.  Inci- 
dentally, the  local  office  of  Monogram  is 
anxiously  awaiting  the  openings  here  of 
“Forever  Yours,”  “Little  Devils”  and  “Dill- 
inger.”  All  are  reported  as  top  budget  films. 

Howard  Butler,  Monogram  salesman,  is 
now  out  of  the  hospital  and  on  the  mend 
after  an  automobile  accident  near  Vacaville. 
He  sustained  several  fractured  ribs  and  a 
slight  lung  puncture. 

Interesting  to  note  that  the  United  Artists 
release,  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  was  released 
through  an  FWC  theatre  here  instead  of  its 
usual  channel  at  the  United  Artists  theatre. 

Distinctive  title  of  “only  girl  theatre  mana- 
ger in  Marin”  is  held  by  Annabelle  Conley, 
manager  of  the  Marin  Theatre  in  Sausalito. 
Starting  her  career  as  cashier  at  the  Gate 
Theatre  in  1937,  Miss  Conley  was  transferred 
to  the  United  Artists,  where  she  was  soon 
promoted  to  assistant  manager  and  later  re- 
turned to  the  Marin  Theatre  as  manager. 


Tugend  Replaces  Butler 

Harry  Tugend,  who  recently  was  upped 
from  writer  to  writer-producer  status  at 
Paramount,  has  been  named  executive  assist- 
ant to  Henry  Ginsberg,  replacing  Frank 
Butler,  resigned. 


Small  Signs  Ed  Blatt 

Edward  Small  Productions  has  signed  Ed- 
ward Blatt,  former  Warner  director,  to  a 
five-year  pact.  Hs  will  function  as  associate 
to  Producer  Small. 


J.  Bercholz  Quits  Republic 

Producer  Joseph  Bercholz,  associated  with 
Republic  for  the  past  six  months,  has  left 
the  lot. 


Sues  for  $1,224,000 
On  ''Discrimination'' 

BUTTE,  MONT. — The  Park-Butte  Theatre 
Co.,  operators  of  the  Park  and  Montana 
theatres  here,  has  sued  23  producing  and  dis- 
tributing firms  for  $408,000  damages  on 
grounds  of  alleged  discrimination. 

The  plaintiff  charges  that  the  discrimina- 
tion and.  “conspiracy  to  restrain  trade”  has 
existed  for  the  past  12  years  and  asks  that 
the  defendant  distributing  agencies  be  re- 
strained from  alleged  exclusive  dealings  with 
defendant  exhibitors.  The  plaintiff  asks 
triple  damages  and  that  he  be  offered  the 
opportunity  to  secure  preferred  run  for  the 
two  theatres. 

Defendants  are  the  following: 

Twentieth-Fox  Film,  National  Theatres, 
Fcx  West  Coast  Agency,  Fox  Intermountain 
Amusement,  Fox  Western  Montana,  Fox  Bill- 
ings Theatre,  Fox  Great  Falls,  Fox  Lewistown 
Theatre,  Fox  Missoula  Theatre,  Fox  Riverside 
Theatre,  all  corporations;  Hall  Baetz,  F.  H. 
Ricketson  jr.,  and  Spyros  P.  Skouras;  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.,  Loew’s  Inc.,  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  Columbia  Pictures,  Republic  Pic- 
tures, United  Artists,  Monogram  Pictures  Dis- 
tributing, Producers  Distributing,  all  corpora- 
tions; J.  T.  Sheffield,  an  individual  doing 
business  as  Republic  Pictures  of  the  North- 
west and  Lon  T.  Fidler. 

Evergreen  Wins  Ninth  NT 
Annual  Sales  Campaign 

LOS  ANGELES — Results  of  National  Thea- 
tres’ ninth  annual  sales  drive,  a 16-week 
campaign  which  ran  from  September  through 
December  23,  were  announced  by  the  drive 
committee  at  NT’s  recent  convention  here. 
Division  heads  in  attendance  were  presented 
with  winners’  checks  for  redistribution  to 
district  forces.  Results  were  as  follows: 

Evergreen,  first;  Northern  California,  sec- 
ond; Midwest,  third;  Intermountain,  fourth; 
Southern  California,  fifth;  Wisconsin,  Sixth. 

Winners  in  the  northern  California  divi- 
sion were  Fred  Glass,  Dick  Spier,  Harry 
Seipel  and  Herman  Kersken;  southern  Cali- 
fornia winners  included  Homer  Gill  and  Lou 
Christ,  Jules  Laurent,  Stanley  Brown,  James 
Runte,  Bruce  Fowler,  Terry  McDaniel  and 
Spencer  Leve  and  Dave  Ross. 

Meanwhile  current  results  of  the  George 
Bowser  inaugural,  Fox  West  Coast’s  first- 
quarter  winter  campaign,  reported  Spencer 
Leve  and  Dave  Ross  still  in  the  lead,  with 
eight  weeks  still  left  in  the  drive. 


Ernest  Gibson  to  Frisco 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Ernest  Gibson,  United 
Artists  salesman,  who  has  been  in  the  inter- 
mountain territory  for  more  than  five  years, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  San  Francisco 
office  to  continue  as  salesman  in  that  terri- 
tory. 


AMPP  Meet  Postponed 

Because  of  inability  to  gather  a quorum, 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Producers  scheduled  for  early  in 
the  week  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  gathering  had  planned  to  elect  an 
association  president  to  meet  with  Will  Hays 
here  on  one  of  his  semiannual  visits. 


"Seeing  You"  'Frisco  Hit 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Selznick  Internation- 
al’s “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  broke  the  alltime 
gross  and  attendance  record  on  the  opening 
day  at  the  4,651-seat  Fox  Theatre.  Without 
a special  midnight  show,  the  film  beat  the 
previous  mark  held  by  “Going  My  Way.” 
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Curfew  Exemption  Is 
Hope  of  West  Coast 

LOS  ANGELES  — Southern  California 
showmen’s  initial  reaction  to  James  F. 
Byrnes’  midnight  closing  directive  hovered 
somewhere  between  sincere  patriotism  and 
hope.  Their  plans  for  compliance  thereto, 
undetermined  at  midweek,  were  contingent 
upon  a more  detailed  interpretation  of  the 
curfew  edict,  which  they  hoped  would  be 
forthcoming  within  the  next  few  days — 
either  through  the  industry’s  war  activities 
committee  or  some  official  government  source. 

Attitude  toward  the  closing  order  by  both 
independent  and  small  circuit  operators  and 
executives  of  Fox  West  Coast,  the  state’s 
largest  chain,  was: 

(a)  If  it  is  found  that  the  closing  directive 
was  issued  in  behalf  of  the  general  win-the- 
war  effort,  then  it  will  be  promptly  and 
cheerfully  observed. 

(b)  If  on  the  other  hand  the  interpretation 
establishes  that  the  curfew  is  solely  to  save 
fuel  and  power,  it  is  hoped  that  the  same 
exception  will  be  made  locally  as  was  made 
in  connection  with  the  brownout,  because 
this  community  is  served  with  hydro-electro 
power  and  because  what  little  heating  is 
necessary  comes  mostly  from  electricity  or 
natural  gas.  There  is  no  fuel  or  power  prob- 
lem, it  was  pointed  out.  For  those  reasons 
southern  California  was  exempted  from  the 
brownout  orders. 

Midway  at  Burlington 
Wins  Patron's  Praise 

BURLINGTON,  COLO.  — Many  patrons 
have  commented  favorably  on  the  recently 
redecorated  Midway  Theatre  here.  The  foyer 
and  lobby  have  been  repainted  in  two  shades 
of  green  and  the  auditorium  refinished  in  buff 
and  green. 

The  office  was  remodeled  and  new  shadow 
boxes  were  installed  in  the  lobby.  A.  N. 
Beezley,  manager,  said  he  plans  other  im- 
provements as  soon  as  materials  can  be  ob- 
tained. 


PORTLAND 

prank  Buckmiller,  Baker  exhibitor,  was  a 
Row  visitor,  as  were  A1  and  Bill  Forman, 
operating  theatres  in  Salem,  St.  Helens  and 
Longview  . . . Jack  Kloepper,  Star  Film  chief, 
has  returned  from  an  extended  visit  to  Seat- 
tle. . . . George  Dickenson  made  his  usual  trip 
in  from  Mollala  . . . Cpl.  and  Mrs.  George 
Rose  were  on  the  Row  booking  from  Milton 
and  Freewater. 

A1  Adolph  is  now  on  the  road  for  Mono- 
gram ...  Jim  Squirer,  PRC  salesman,  came 
in  from  the  eastern  Oregon  territory  . . . 
West  Johnson  was  in  on  booking  and  buying 
business. 

Flossie  Odem  was  in  from  Redmond  . . . 
Ed  Randall  managed  to  leave  the  booming 
town  of  Randall  for  a business  visit  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Larry  Hunt  announce  the  arrival 
of  a baby  girl.  He  is  booker  for  Star  Film 
Exchange. 

The  New  Star  Theatre  in  Roseberg  held  a 
grand  opening  a few  weeks  ago.  Practically 
all  of  Filmrow  attended.  The  theatre  is  owned 
and  operated  by  Eino  Hemmila,  Don  and 
Edith  Radabaugh  and  Orin  Schenck  . . . 
William  Long,  Oregon  City  exhibitor,  has 
been  seriously  ill  the  last  few  weeks. 

Ken  Cockerline  has  returned  from  the  hos- 
pital where  he  has  been  suffering  from  un- 
dulant  fever.  He  is  still  ill,  however,  and 
must  take  it  easy  for  some  timq. 


WESTERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Samuel  L.  Gillette’s 

father  was  a theatre 
man  who  came  into 
the  industry  in  1914. 
Working  for  his  father 
until  1933,  Gillette  had 
a long  avenue  of  valu- 
able experience  upon 
which  to  base  his  cur- 
rent management  of 
the  Ritz  and  Strand  in 
Tooele,  Utah,  and  the 
Tod  in  Tod  Park.  He 
is  past  president  of 
both  the  Arcadia  California  Rotary  and 
Tooele  Lions  clubs,  holds  membership  in  the 
Sigma  Nu  fraternity,  Salt  Lake  Country  and 
Motion  Picture  clubs.  He  is  president  of  the 
Intermountain  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n  and 
has  three  children,  Larry,  Joan  and  David. 


It  was  a good  hunch 
which  led  C.  D.  Buck- 
num  to  buy  a little 
200-seat  store  show  in 
Emmett,  Idaho.  The 
equipment  comprised 
one  Edison  hand- 
cranked  projector  and 
some  benches  (hard). 

He  is  the  oldest  ex- 
hibitor in  Idaho  in 
years  of  consecutive 
operation  in  the  same 
town.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Shrine  and  Elks.  Bucknum  served 
as  mayor  of  Emmett  for  three  years.  His 
son,  E.  M.,  is  assistant  manager  at  the  Ideal 
and  Liberty  in  Emmett.  His  favorite  sport 
is  hunting  and  fishing,  and  will  be  at  it  again 
when  gas  coupons  permit. 


Ray  P i e r s o n’s  first 
house  was  a 200-seater, 
the  Lyric  at  San  Pedro, 
Calif.  Operating  this 
house  from  1908  until 
1917,  he  then  built  the 
Victoria,  a 900-seater. 
From  1923  to  1928,  he 
operated  the  Globe, 
later  sold  out  and  lo- 
cated in  Lone  Pine, 
Calif.,  where  he  now 
manages  the  Lone 
Pine.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Elks.  In- 
terested in  public  affairs,  he  holds  no  office 
at  present.  His  hobbies  are  hunting  and  fish- 
ing. His  son  Dick  is  a sergeant  in  the  field 
artillery,  stationed  at  Ft.  Benning,  Ga.  His 
daughter  Beth  is  married. 

Cashiering  in  the  Isis  Bf" 

Theatre  at  V i c t o r,  - i 
Colo.,  years  ago,  final- 
ly paid  off  in  divi- 
dends for  Merle  W. 

Kessey,  now  proprietor 
of  that  house.  A sound 
business  man,  Kessey 
had  the  foresight  to 
invest  in  the  industry 
when  it  was  struggling 
for  recognition.  He  is 
treasurer  of  Teller 
County,  the  Victor 
chapter  of  American  Red  Cross,  and  school 
district  number  one.  His  daughter,  Carol 
Jean,  is  training  with  the  cadet  nursing- 
corps  at  the  University  of  Colorado.  He  be- 
longs to  the  American  Legion,  El  Jebel  Tem- 
ple, and  the  Elks.  Enjoys  fishing  and  hunting. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  B. 
Allen  entered  the  in- 
dustry over  32  years 
ago  and  carried  on  un- 
til 1930  when  he  died. 
She  and  Frank  jr.  be- 
came joint  - managers 
until  Frank  jr.’s  death 
in  an  auto  accident  in 
1931.  Then  her  young- 
est son  took  over. 
About  the  time  of  the 
latter’s  entry  into  the 
service,  he  and  his 
brother  opened  the  Aztec,  Aztec,  N.  M.  Since 
then  Mrs.  Allen  and  her  youngest  grandchild 
have  operated  both  the  Allen,  Farmingham, 
and  the  Aztec.  Until  1930,  Mrs.  Allen  oper- 
ated a garage:  today  she  also  operates  a 
hotel. 


After  disposing  of  a 
large  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Casper,  Wyo„ 
in  1921,  E.  J.  Schulte 
bought  his  first  thea- 
tre. Now  he  operates 
15  theatres  in  Wyo- 
ming and  Colorado.  In 
1933,  Schulte,  together 
with  six  other  exhibi- 
tors, formed  the  Gi- 
braltar Enterprises 
with  a home  office  in 
Denver.  In  spite  of  his 
duties  as  president  of  Rialto  Theatres,  Schu- 
mour  Theatres,  Glen  Theatres,  Webel  Com- 
mercial Co.,  a realty  company,  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  Gibraltar  Enterprises,  and  as  director 
of  Casper  National  Bank,  Schulte  finds  time 
to  hunt,  fish  and  play  golf. 


W.  R.  Gwynn  of  Estes 
Park,  Colo.,  entered 
the  exhibitors’  ranks 
in  1912  when  he  start- 
ed operating  the 
Strand  and  American 
theatres  at  Longmont. 

Nine  years  later  he 
took  over  the  Park 
Theatre,  a resort  house 
at  Estes.  He  has  run 
this  property  27  years. 

Interested  in  electric- 
ity and  electronics, 

Gwynn  for  more  than  20  years  has  contrib- 
uted material  to  the  late  F.  H.  Richardson’s 
tradepaper  column.  Known  to  his  friends 
as  Ralph,  Gwynn  was  educated  at  Colorado 
College  and  the  University  of  Idaho.  He  is 
proud  of  his  26-year  membership  in  IATSE. 


The  year  1922  was  a 
red  letter  one  for  S.  G. 

Bielta  of  Louisville, 

Colo.,  for  it  was  then 
he  embarked  on  his 

career  in  show  busi- 
ness. Owner  of  the 

Rex  Theatre  there, 

Biella’s  outside  inter- 
ests embrace  civil  and 
social  activities,  in- 
cluding the  Lions  Club 
and  the  Elks  Lodge 
No.  566  of  Boulder.  An 
avid  football  and  baseball  fan,  he  also  is  fond 

of  gardening,  and  is  active  in  Boy  Scout 

woi’k.  His  two  sons,  both  serving  with  the 
armed  forces,  are  Lieut.  Albert  Biella  in 
the  navy  and  Lieut.  Arnold  Biella  in  the 
army. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  24,  1945 


59 


Canada  Gains  in  Film  World 


(From  Canadian  Edition) 

MONTREAL — Never  has  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  offered  Canadian  writers  the 
opportunities  which  now  exist  for  themes 
dealing  with  the  Dominion  provided  they 
have  boxoffice  appeal,  John  Grierson,  com- 
missioner of  the  National  Film  Board,  said 
in  an  interview  here.  He  was  just  back  from 
a fortnight’s  visit  to  Hollywood  and  he  said 
Canada  had  assumed  a new  status  in  the 
eyes  of  Americans,  and  for  this  several  fac- 
tors are  responsible. 

These  are  the  wide  publicizing  of  the  Do- 
minion’s war  activities,  an  accumulation  of 
the  Canadian  colony  in  Los  Angeles  and  an 
increase  in  its  representation  in  the  produc- 
ing, directional,  writing  and  acting  brancnes 
of  Hollywood’s  film  industry,  a realization  by 
U.S.  producers  of  the  importance  of  the  Cana- 
dian market  and  an  “extraordinary  goodwill” 
which  has  been  manifested  toward  Canada. 

Canada  a Large  Producer 

Grierson  said  Canada  now  is  one  of  the 
largest  producers  of  film  shorts  nationally  and 
internationally.  In  the  past  she  has  depend- 
ed upon  the  initiative  of  London  and  Holly- 
wood so  far  as  feature  films  are  concerned. 
Hollywood  always  has  been  interested  in 
themes  dealing  with  the  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  and  since  the  war  has  had  films  on 
the  Canadian  air  force  and  navy.  “Captains  of 
the  Clouds”  and  “Corvette  K-225”  already 
have  been  produced. 

Because  of  the  similar  tastes  of  the  two 
countries,  Canada  is  regarded  as  the  “safest” 
market  for  American  films.  “Hollywood  is 
conscious  of  the  new  manner  of  trading,” 
said  Grierson.  “You  have  not  only  got  to  go 
into  a country  but  you  must  be  a good  citizen 
of  it  as  well.” 

The  Film  Board  has  been  able  to  widen  the 
popularity  its  short  subjects  enjoy  on  the 
British  screen,  and  any  flow  of  ideas  to  the 
London  studios  will  be  sympathetically  con- 
sidered. “The  economies  of  the  situation  are 
the  Magna  Carta  for  writers,”  Grierson  said. 
The  Canadian  market  is  worth  $15,000,000  to 
American  producers  and  Ontario  alone  repre- 
sents as  good  a market  as  that  afforded  by 
Brazil,  he  asserted. 

The  Remodeled  Broadway 
Has  a Flat  Marquee 

DENVER — The  front  of  the  reopened 
Broadway  Theatre  has  a flat  marquee,  the 
first  of  its  kind  to  be  built  here.  These  are 
now  a “must”  because  of  a city  ordinance 
prohibiting  the  overhanging  type. 

The  Fond  Memory  room  is  the  innovation 
of  Manager  Mike  Roth,  who  also  made  most 
of  the  plans  for  the  remodeling  and  redeco- 
rating of  this  old  Denver  theatre,  originally 
opened  in  1890  and  the  scene  of  the  appear- 
ances of  many  of  the  important  stage  at- 
tractions of  the  Gay  Nineties  and  early  part 
of  this  century.  The  walls  of  the  Fond 
Memory  room  are  lined  with  photos  of  many 
of  the  stars  that  appeared  at  the  Broadway, 
and  small  murals  depict  events  of  the  time. 

Three  of  the  first  customers  stood  in  front 
of  the  mural  showing  the  first  Union  Pacific 
engine  to  come  into  Denver.  This  engine  also 
was  at  the  driving  of  the  gold  spike  near  Salt 
Lake  City.  The  photos  show  John  Philip 
Sousa  and  John  Drew. 
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HERE’S  “MISS  UTAH” — A petite  miss 
from  Logan,  Utah,  Louise  Matkin,  has 
been  designated  as  the  official  repre- 
sentative of  her  state  in  the  M-G-M  na- 
tional beauty  contest.  She  won  that  honor 
in  the  contest  sponsored  by  the  Capitol 
Theatre  and  the  Logan  Herald-Journal. 
Ray  Taylor,  manager  of  Intermountain 
Theatres  in  Logan,  and  Ernest  Van  Pelt, 
Leo’s  representative,  were  in  charge  of 
the  contest. 


Jack  Leewood,  Lou  Marem 
Work  in  Salt  Lake  City 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— It  looked  like  a get- 
together  of  studio  company  press  representa- 
tives in  Salt  Lake  during  the  past  week  with 
Jack  Leewood  of  Denver,  agent  for  Warners 
in  this  territory,  and  Lou  Marem,  western 
field  representative  for  United  Artists,  both 
in  town  at  the  same  time,  i 

Jack  was  in  the  Salt  Lake  area  boosting 
Errol  Flynn’s  latest  picture,  “Objective, 
Burma!”  and  the  Lauren  Bacall-Humphrey 
Bogart  film,  “To  Have  and  Have  Not.” 

Lou’s  hot  pictures  at  the  moment  are  “I’ll 
Be  Seeing  You”  and  “Tomorrow  the  World.” 
Another  UA  film,  “Since  You  Went  Away,” 
which  brought  Lou  back  to  Salt  Lake  for  the 
first  time  in  many  months,  did  heavy  business 
during  long  runs  at  the  Centre  and  Capitol 
theatres. 


Cresson  Smith  Appointed 
Vanguard  Supervisor 

LOS  ANGELES— Effective  March  1,  Cres- 
son Smith  will  headquarter  here  as  west 
coast  supervisor  of  sales  for  Vanguard  Films, 
Inc.,  having  been  appointed  to  that  post  by 
Neil  Agnew,  vice-president  in  charge  of  dis- 
tribution. Smith  formerly  was  associated 
with  United  Artists  and  RKO  Radio  in  a 
sales  executive  capacity. 


Broadway  Renews  Lease 

SANTA  ANA,  CALIF.— Milton  Arthur,  own- 
er of  the  Broadway  Theatre  here,  recently  re- 
newed his  lease  with  the  Broadway  Improve- 
ment Co.,  for  20  years  at  a cost  of  approxi- 
mately $360,000. 


Work  on  Casa  Grande 
Chief  Gels  Under  Way 

CASA  GRANDE,  ARIZ. — Reconstruction  of 
the  Chief  Theatre  here  at  a cost  of  approxi- 
mately $30,000  is  well  under  way.  The  new 
fireproof  structure  will  replace  a building  de- 
stroyed by  fire  several  months  ago. 

The  new  building  is  being  erected  on  the 
site  of  the  burned  out  showcase.  Adobe  walls 
of  the  former  structure  will  be  reinforced  by 
inside  concrete. 

Henry  L.  Bowers,  Casa  Grande  manager  for 
the  Long  circuit,  owner  of  the  theatre,  said 
all  materials  for  reconstruction  have  been 
procured  except  for  a small  number  of  seats. 


SEATTLE 


Tee  Scott  of  the  signal  corps,  who  was  as- 
sistant to  Oscar  Chiniquy  before  entering 
the  army,  has  arrived  in  France.  He  is  a 
brother  of  Nina  Scott  of  the  Sheffield-Re- 
public  exchange  in  Salt  Lake  City  . . . Mickey 
Carney  left  for  San  Francisco  . . . Will  Grieme 
is  now  in  the  service. 

When  Charlie  and  Mrs.  Grieme  left  their 
booking  chores  here  to  return  home  to 
Wenatchee  they  were  accompanied  by  their 
daughter  Dodie,  who  flew  down  from  White- 
horse, Yukon  Territory,  with  her  friend,  Babe 
Richards.  They  were  joined  by  Sallie  Fox  of 
Stanwood  before  leaving  for  Wenatchee. 

Lieut.  R.  L.  Jerke  of  the  navy,  who  is  leav- 
ing for  a new  assignment,  was  given  a din- 
ner in  the  Northwest  Film  Club  by  fellow 
officers  of  the  welfare  and  recreation  de- 
partment of  the  13th  naval  district  and  their 
wives.  Lieut.  Comdr.  Earl  Boushey,  who  has 
been  transferred  from  Alaska  to  the  depart- 
ment, was  also  a guest  . . . Walter  Kirklin, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Liberty  Theatre,  has 
resigned  and  will  leave  for  San  Francisco 
where  he  has  taken  a position  as  dock  en- 
gineer. 

Bob  Monoghan  of  Bellingham  and  Billy 
Hartford  of  Everett  were  in  town  booking  at 
the  Evergreen  office  . . . Marian  Ryan,  office 
manager  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  Metro  was 
here  on  a tour  of  western  exchanges  . . . Mrs. 
Fax  Duncan  and  daughter  left  for  California 
to  visit  Mrs.  Duncan’s  sister. 

Zella  Lamb  celebrated  a birthday  . . . Danny 
Reff,  trombonist,  has  joined  the  Ted  Fio 
Rito’s  band.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Reff  . . . Word  from  M.D.  “Doc”  Howe, 
now  with  20th-Fox  in  New  York,  is  that  his 
son  Cpl.  Edward  Howe  of  the  marines,  who 
has  been  a prisoner  of  war  since  Bataan,  was 
transferred  from  Luzon  to  a Jap  island  only 
a week  before  MacArthur’s  entrance  into 
Manila. 

Carl  Mahne  and  Ted  Dash  made  a quick 
trip  to  Bellingham  . . . Cliff  Chellew,  mana- 
ger of  the  Liberty  for  eight  years,  has  re- 
signed. He  will  go  to  California  for  a rest 
before  entering  other  business  . . . Art  Slater 
of  Northwest  Film  Service  has  gone  south 
then  east  on  a month’s  trip. 

Charles  Gruenberg,  formerly  associated 
with  George  Blair  of  the  Rendezvous,  has 
married  Betty  Jones  . . . George  Green  of 
the  B.  F.  Shearer  shipping  department  has 
gone  into  the  army  at  Ft.  Lewis  . . . Lloyd 
Lamb  returned  from  the  trip  east  and  the 
meeting  of  PRC  executives  . . . Hal  and  Ethel 
Daigler  returned  from  a stay  in  Portland 
. . . Frank  Harris  returned  from  the  trip  to 
California  . . . Folks  who  visit  San  Fran- 
cisco all  bring  back  praise  for  Neal  East,  the 
Paramount  branch  manager  there.  Neal  is 
a great  host. 
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"Tokyo"  Clicks  Off  Big 
Business  at  Denver 

DENVER— “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
dualed  with  “Main  Street  After  Dark”  clicked 
off  the  biggest  percentage  as  well  as  the 
most  money  at  the  Orpheum,  and  was  held. 
And  that  is  something  to  do  at  the  biggest 
film  emporium  in  town.  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  was  plenty  good  enough  to  get  at 
least  a third  week,  and  maybe  more.  “I’ll  Be 
Seeing  You”  with  “The  Missing  Juror”  was 
also  in  heavy  sugar  at  the  Aladdin. 

(Average  is  100) 


Aladdin — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA);  The  Missing 

Juror  (Col),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 200 

Denham — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para), 

2nd  wk 200 

Denver  and  Esquire — Tonight  and  Every  Night 

(Col);  Sergeant  Mike  (Col)  T 150 

Orpheum — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M) .220 

Paramount — Three  Is  a Family  (UA);  The  Big 

Bonanza  (Rep)  160 

Rialto — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB);  Tahiti 
Nights  (Col),  3rd  d.  t.  wk.  170 


“WAVES"  Leaps  Far  Out  in  Front 
In  Opening  at  Los  Angeles 

LOS  ANGELES — Leaving  the  others  far 
behind  in  the  week’s  grosses,  Paramount’s 
“Here  Come  the  WAVES”  broke  first  run 
records  with  250  per  cent  at  the  Hollywood 
Paramount;  while  the  same  picture  paired 
with  Paramount’s  “Dangerous  Passage”  at 
the  Downtown  Theatre  hit  188.  “National  Vel- 
vet” at  the  Egyptian  and  Ritz  came  in  sec- 
ond with  150,  but  tapered  off  to  140  at  the 
Los  Angeles.  These  were  the  favorite  films 
of  the  week,  with  the  remainder  doing  just 
average  business. 


Chinese,  State  and  Uptown — Belle  of  the  Yukon 

(RKO);  What  a Blonde  (RKO) , 2nd  wk 100 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — To  Have 

and  Have  Not  (WB),  4th  wk 10C 

Downtown  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para);  Dangerous  Passage  (Para)  188 

Egyptian — National  Velvet  (M-G-M) 150 

Guild,  United  Artists  and  Wilshire — Bride  by 
Mistake  (RKO);  The  Falcon  in  Hollywood 

(RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

Hillstreet  and  Pantages — The  Suspect  (Univ); 

She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ)  100 

Hollywood  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para)  250 

Los  Angeles — National  Velvet  (M-G-M) 150 


“Tall  in  the  Saddle"  Is  Very  Tall 
In  San  Francisco  Reading 

SAN  FRANCISCO— John  Wayne  and  Ella 
Raines,  stars  of  “Tall  in  the  Saddle,”  must 
have  been  standing  in  the  stirrups,  for  they 
reached  a high  185  per  cent  in  their  first 
week  at  the  Golden  Gate  Theatre.  The  stage 
show  included  Jan  Garber,  and  an  extra  spec- 
ial attraction,  the  former  wife  of  George  Jes- 
sel,  Lois  Andrews.  The  second  place  run- 
ning was  the  “House  of  Frankenstein”  re- 
leased at  the  Esquire  and  Tivoli  theatres. 


Esquire  and  Tivoli — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)..  150 

Fox — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 130 

Golden  Gate — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO),  stage 185 

Orpheum — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  4th  wk 130 

Paramount — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (Fox),  2nd  wk 120 

St.  Francis — To  Have  and  Have  Nof  ’(WB),  4th  wk.,.130 

United  Artists — Tomorrow  the  World  (UA) 110 

Warfield — Big  Bonanza  (Rep),  2nd  wk 120 


Good  Attractions  Spell  Good 
Week  at  All  Seattle  Houses 

SEATTLE — Business  continued  to  be  good 
despite  the  cold  spell.  Good  attractions  at 
all  houses  were  the  answer. 


Blue  Mouse — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (Para), 

5th  wk 120 

Fifth  Avenue — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO); 

One  Body  Too  Many  (Para),  2nd  wk 140 

Liberty — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col),  3rd  wk 140 

Music  Box — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (Para), 

5th  wk 120 

Music  Hall — Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M); 

Take  a Letter,  Darling  (Para) 130 

Orpheum — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  3rd  wk 150 

Palomar — Swing  Hostess  (PRC),  plus  stage  show.... 140 
Paramount — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 
Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 140 


Showman  Voices  Truth 
About  Young  Rowdies 

STERLING,  COLO.— In  a letter  to  the 
Sterling  Advocate,  Chet  Miller,  manager  of 
the  Fox  Theatre  here,  answered  a complaint 
about  rowdyism  at  his  theatre  by  putting  the 
responsibility  exactly  where  it  belongs,  on 
the  parents  of  the  young  hoodlums.  Miller’s 
letter: 

“The  Gleaner 

“Care  of  Sterling  Advocate 

“Sterling,  Colo. 

“I  have  read  with  interest  the  letter  to 
your  column  from  ‘R.  S.’  which  appeared  in 
last  Tuesday’s  paper.  I like  the  kids.  But  I 
heartily  agree  with  this  letter,  that  most  per- 
sons attending  the  theatre  come  for  relaxa- 
tion and  enjoyment,  and  that  nothing  can 
be  more  annoying  and  disgusting  than  to 
have  the  show  ruined  by  the  misbehavior  of 
a few. 

“I  say  few,  because  it’s  only  about  one  or 
two  per  cent  of  an  average  attendance  that 
try  to  cause  trouble  and  annoy  the  other  98 
or  99  per  cent.  That,  however,  is  enough  to 
accomplish  a thorough  job  of  distraction  for 
the  many. 

“As  a theatre  manager,  I can  overlook  and 
understand  the  unintentional  emotions  of 
the  smaller  children.  But  I can  find  no  ex- 
cuse except  ignorance  on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  older  ones  who  persist  in  making  a 
nuisance  of  themselves.  They  certainly  are 
not  smart  or  they  would  try  to  change  their 
ways. 

“It  is  our  one  desire  for  our  patrons  to  en- 
joy their  shows  in  perfect  comfort,  and  we 
are  striving  at  all  times  to  stamp  out  just 
such  annoyances  that  ‘R.  S.’  complains  about. 
But  to  do  this  without  getting  too  severe  we 
reed  the  help  of  some  of  the  parents.  Possibly 
a little  good  advice  on  how  to  act  in  public 
would  go  a long  way  toward  making  better 
boys  and  girls. 

“At  any  rate,  let  me  assure  the  readers  of 
your  column  that  we  are  going  to  put  forth 
every  effort  to  make  their  shows  more  enjoy- 
able and  to  warn  those  who  are  trying  to  do 
otherwise  that  their  patronage  will  be  elimi- 
nated unless  their  behavior  can  be  improved. 

“Yours  sincerely, 

“Fox  Theatre,  Chet  Miller,  Mgr.” 


For  Dimes  Drive,  $500 

ROCKY  FORD,  COLO.— Patrons  of  the 
Grand  and  Rex  theatres  here  contributed 
almost  $500  in  the  March  of  Dimes  drive. 


DENVER 


J^ay  Davis,  former  Fox  Intermountain  dis- 
trict manager,  was  here  on  furlough 
from  the  merchant  marine  . . . Ruth  Lawter 
has  been  named  manager  of  the  Alpine.  She 
is  the  wife  of  A1  Lawter,  house  manager  of 
the  Denham.  Ray  Glenn  jr.  succeeds  W.  W. 
Newcomb  as  manager  of  the  Plaza.  These 
houses  are  Dave  Cockrill  operations. 

Sam  Siegel,  Columbia  exploiteer,  was  here 
for  the  opening  of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at 
the  Denver  and  Esquire  . . . Jack  Rose,  BOX- 
OFFICE  correspondent  here,  has  inaugu- 
rated a film  booking  service  for  exhibitors 
at  1645  Lafayette. 

Mrs.  Lewis  Gray,  wife  of  the  owner  of  the 
Ute,  Sagauche,  Colo.,  died  last  week  . . . Ex- 
hibitors from  out  of  town  on  the  Row: 
Thomas  Love,  Hanna,  Wyo.;  C.  F.  McLaugh- 
lin, Las  Animas  Colo.;  A.  T.  Botsford,  Rush- 
ville,  Neb.;  Ray  Katzenbach,  Brush,  Colo.; 
Fred  Anderson,  Eaton,  Colo.;  Mike  Joseph, 
San  Luis,  Colo.;  Bob  Spahn,  Mitchell,  Neb.; 
James  Hughes,  Yume,  Colo.;  Kenneth  Powell, 
Wray,  Colo. 


Colorado  Service  Tax 
Expires  Next  Week 

DENVER — Gov.  John  C.  Vivian  has  signed 
the  bill  abolishing  the  service  tax,  which  has 
raised  about  $1,800,000  annually,  and  applies 
among  other  things  to  theatre  tickets  over 
five  cents.  The  bill  which  without  re-enact- 
ment would  have  died  June  30  now  passes 
out  February  28.  This  is  the  first  tax  law  to 
be  repealed  by  Colorado  since  1918  when  the 
poll  tax  was  abolished. 

An  Oregon  Usherette  Tells 
Of  Her  Troubles  in  Verse 

MCMINNVILLE,  ORE.— M.  W.  Mattecheck, 
who  operates  the  Mack,  Lark  and  Gaiety  the- 
atres at  McMinnville,  Ore.,  has  a rhyming 
usherette,  Miss  Jeanne  Mason.  Jeanne  has 
put  some  of  her  thoughts  on  the  daily  prob- 
lems of  an  usherette  into  the  following  verses: 

An  Usherette’s  Dream 

Crying  babies  to  hush  on  the  sly; 

Peanuts  with  shells  to  take  from  some  guy; 
Whistling  and  shouting  from  kids  ’way  down 
front; 

Having  to  “tell-off”  some  mean  little  runt. 

A sentimental  pair  who  like  each  other  so 
It  bothers  the  usherette  who  must  watch  the 
back  row; 

Unscrupulous  persons,  whose  names  go  with- 
out saying 

Who  sneak  in  the  exit,  ’cause  they  can’t  stand 
the  paying. 

Brokendown  flashlights  to  battle  and  fix; 
Only  five  uniforms  when  the  gals  number  six. 
Patrons  who  can’t  decide  just  where  to  sit; 

An  overbearing  drunk  or  impractical  wit. 

All  these  things  and  many,  many  more 
Make  even  the  most  patient  usherette  snore — 
A theatre  without  them,  would  be,  it  would 
seem 

A wonderful  answer  to  an  usherette’s  dream. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  LaVoy,  Former 
Showmen,  Is  Graduated 

SPARKS,  NEV. — Marine  Lieut.  J.  Howard 
LaVoy,  24,  overseas  veteran,  and  former  thea- 
tre manager  here,  has  been  graduated  from 
aviation  ground  officers  school  at  Quantico, 
Va.,  and  is  now  awaiting  assignment  to  a 
Leatherneck  air  unit. 

The  former  showman  recently  returned 
from  the  Central  Pacific,  where  he  served  as 
a dive  bomber  pilot  with  the  “Ali  Baba  and 
the  Forty  Thieves,”  marine  squadron.  He 
was  based  in  the  Marshalls,  operating  in  25 
combat  missions  against  Jap-held  ground  in- 
stallations at  Wotje  and  other  nearby  bases. 
He  also  took  part  in  numerous  reconnaissance 
flights  and  convoy  patrols. 

LaVoy  attended  the  University  of  Nevada, 
where  he  was  an  all-around  athlete.  He  left 
his  managerial  post  to  enter  the  marine  corps 
in  1942. 

RKO  Executive  Predicts 
Big  Postwar  Grosses 

DENVER — The  war  boom  has  made  count- 
less fans  of  people  who  once  went  to  motion 
picture  shows  only  occasionally  or  not  at  all, 
Harry  Schreiber  of  Chicago,  western  division 
manager  of  RKO  Theatres,  said  here  recent- 
ly. He  predicted  that  the  coming  of  peace 
will  find  the  over-all  theatre  attendance  much 
greater  than  it  ever  was  before. 

“Millions  of  men  in  the  armed  services  are 
regularly  seeing  movies  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives,”  Schreiber  said.  “Other  millions 
of  civilians  are  having  a similar  experience. 
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Marvels  of  Postwar  Theatre  Will 
Thrill  Public,  Says  Executive 


(From  Canadian  Edition) 

MONTREAL — Canada’s  theatres  will  im- 
prove equipment  and  service  by  utilizing 
fully  wartime  inventions,  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
president  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
said  in  his  New  Year’s  message. 

Proof  of  the  public’s  interest  in  postwar 
industrial  developments,  he  said,  can  be 
readily  found  in  the  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines where  many  industries  are  devoting 
space  to  what  they  may  have  to  offer  in 
those  bright  days  after  the  war.  Many  of 
the  claims  are  fantastic,  experts  tell  us,  but 
others  will  become  realities  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  war. 

“The  motion  picture  industry  is  very  much 
aware  of  the  impact  many  modern  inven- 
tions will  have  upon  its  business  and  there 
has  been  set  up  in  New  York  a special  de- 
partment to  render  advisory  service  to  the- 
atres,” Fitzgibbons  asserted.  “Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  has  subscribed  to  this 
service  and  we  are  constantly  receiving  re- 
ports from  expert  engineers,  architects  and 
others  on  postwar  theatres.” 

FP  Has  Silver  Anniversary 

Famous  Players  this  month  will  celebrate 
its  25th  anniversary.  The  company  has  grown 
from  18  theatres  in  1920  to  311  theatres  in 
1945  and  today  is  providing  entertainment 
to  more  than  two  million  Canadians  every 
week. 

“The  past  quarter  century  has  seen  many 
important  developments  in  theatre  con- 
struction and  operation  and  we  look  for 
many  radical  changes  in  our  construction 
and  operating  program  in  the  years  imme- 
diately following  the  war,”  Fitzgibbons 
added. 

“The  function  of  the  motion  picture  the- 
atre, as  Famous  Players  sees  it,  is  to  pro- 
vide the  finest  in  entertainment  at  low 
prices  in  safe,  comfortable  and  even  luxurious 
surroundings,”  he  continued.  “Theatres  will 
be  among  the  first  groups  to  adapt  the  new 
discoveries  to  come  out  of  the  war  to  their 
postwar  building  programs. 

“With  the  use  of  new  metals  that  have 


been  utilized  in  war  work  our  experts  tell 
us  that  labor  hours  can  be  reduced  mate- 
rially. This  is  because  we  will  be  able  to 
use  lighter  metals  which  will  have  the  same 
strength  as  the  older  and  heavier  metals.” 

Wall  units,  formerly  of  brick,  can  now  be 
made  of  poured  concrete,  through  the  vi- 
brating system,  he  explained.  Concrete 
poured  under  this  method  will  dry  in  the 
coldest  temperature  in  30  hours,  according 
to  army  engineers. 

Research  engineers  predict  that  theatre 
lighting  may  be  done  by  the  use  of  elec- 
tronic waves,  Fitzgibbons  remarked.  Incan- 
descent light,  when  the  war  is  over,  may  be 
replaced  by  fluorescent  lighting.  It  has  al- 
ready been  discovered  that  fluorescent  tub- 
ing can  be  made  up  in  various  shapes  to 
blend  in  with  the  decorative  scheme  of  a 
theatre.  The  so-called  “black  light”  or  in- 
visible colored  rays  will  play  on  wall  sur- 
faces of  luminous  paint  for  glowing  pastel 
effects.  Fitzgibbons  predicted  that  theatres 
will  have  plain  walls  with  light  achieving 
the  decoration. 

Predicts  Purified  Air 

“Experts  believe  that  through  electronic 
plates  the  air  of  a theatre  can  be  purified 
just  as  sand  and  other  foreign  substances 
are  removed  from  army  tanks  by  electronic 
plates,”  Fitzgibbons  remarked.  “Germicidal 
lamps  now  being  used  in  some  barracks  and 
industrial  plants  are  doing  an  amazing  job 
of  disinfecting  air  and  will  do  much  to  pro- 
tect health  in  theatres. 

“We  are  very  much  interested  in  a newly 
discovered  method  of  carpeting  which  has 
proved  effective  in  several  tests.  It  consists 
of  spraying  wool  and  latex  on  a concrete 
floor.  This  method  is  claimed  to  be  just 
as  efficient  as  regular  carpet.” 

Theatre  seats  will  undergo  a considerable 
change  in  his  opinion.  Samples  of  a new 
type  of  “roll  back”  seat  which  will  be  manu- 
factured by  a Canadian  firm  have  already 
been  shown.  This  seat  will  permit  people 
to  pass  seated  patrons  who  will  not  have  to 
stand  up  to  allow  passage.  Several  com- 


panies are  working  with  nerve  specialists  to 
develop  a type  of  seat  to  give  complete  com- 
fort and  rest.  Experiments  also  are  being 
conducted  to  develop  new  types  of  the- 
atre screens  which  will  be  more  restful  on 
the  eyes  of  the  patrons. 

An  adaptation  of  the  wartime  “walkie 
talkie”  equipment  will  speed  communications 
between  service  staffs  and  managers,  Fitz- 
gibbons predicted. 

“Television,  it  is  altogether  likely,  will 
play  a part  in  postwar  theatre  programs.  Its 
principal  asset  at  the  present  time  of  de- 
velopment is  the  speed  with  which  it  can 
report  new  events,”  he  remarked. 


Legitimate  Theatre  to  Slip 
Again  After  War,  He  Says 

(From  Central  Edition) 

ST.  LOUIS — The  legitimate  theatre  business 
is  only  another  manifestation  of  the  unreal 
conditions  created  by  the  present  war  and 
will  die  out,  Martin  Flavin,  novelist  and 
playwright,  stated  in  a lecture  given  at  Sol- 
dan  High  school  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Washington  University  Ass’n.  His  subject 
was:  “The  Moribund  Theatre,  or  Death  at 
8:30.”  He  contended  that  without  the  stimu- 
lation of  the  war  conditions  writers,  actors 
and  producers  of  stage  shows  could  not  make 
a living  in  that  field. 

“The  commercial  theatre  has  no  function 
other  than  to  manufacture  and  sell  entertain- 
ment to  the  public,”  Flavin  said.  “It  has  been 
superseded  by  motion  pictures  which  are 
cheaper  and  in  many  ways  more  satisfac- 
tory. Actors  on  a three-dimensional  stage 
are  on  the  way  to  oblivion,  from  which  there 
is  no  return.” 

Flavin  has  written  more  than  20  plays  and 
several  novels,  the  latest  of  which,  “Journey 
in  the  Dark,”  was  published  in  1943. 

Showmen  Told  to  Expect 
Huge  Popcorn  Crop 

(From  Central  Edition) 

CHICAGO  — Numerous  theatre  men  at- 
tended the  National  Popcorn  Ass’n  meeting 
in  the  Palmer  House  recently,  giving  special 
attention  to  the  product  which  frequently 
means  “paying  the  nut”  on  the  neighborhood 
theatre.  Figures  read  at  the  conference 
showed  that  popcorn  reached  its  highest  yield 
in  1944  when  154,000  acres  yielded  202  million 
pounds.  The  yield  for  1945  is  expected  to  be 
larger.  It  was  stated  that  theatres  take  more 
than  20  per  cent  of  the  crop. 

Among  theatre  people  attending  were  R. 
J.  Schlosberg,  Stratford  Theatre  of  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.;  John  E.  Hendryx,  Fox  Inter- 
mountain Amusement  Corp.;  H.  J.  Ochs, 
Drive-In  Theatre,  Dayton,  and  Miss  Marie 
Frye,  Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.,  Des  Moines. 

C.  W.  Erne  of  the  Popcorn  Growers  and 
Distributors  Co.,  Wall  Lake,  Iowa,  presided 
over  the  meetings. 


LOS  ANGELES 

pari  Brothers  has  sold  his  Arizona  theatre, 
" Parker,  Ariz.,  to  Ray  Olmstead  who  owns 
several  other  showcases  in  that  area. 

On  the  Row  for  a look-see  was  Wade  Lau- 
dermilk,  visiting  from  Buckeye,  Ariz.,  where 
he  operates  the  Buckeye  Theatre. 

Max  Gumbiner  of  the  local  Dorkell  show- 
case sustained  serious  injuries  when  he  was 
struck  by  a car  while  crossing  the  street  at 
Washington  and  Vermont.  He  was  rushed  to 
the  Georgia  St.  receiving  hospital  for  treat- 
ment. 


(From  Canadian  Edition) 

VISITING  IN  HOLLYWOOD — Paul  Nathanson,  president  of  Odeon  Theatres 
and  vice-president  of  Empire -Universal,  was  in  Hollywood  to  confer  with  Nate 
Blumberg  and  Cliff  Work,  respectively  president  and  vice-president  of  Universal. 
On  the  lighter  side  of  his  schedule  was  a visit  to  a set  of  Walter  Wanger’s  Tech- 
nicolor feature,  now  shooting,  “Night  in  Paradise.”  Left  to  right:  Turhan  Bey, 
Mrs.  Nathanson,  Nathanson,  Ray  Collins  and  Merle  Oberon. 
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Chicago  Crime  Rate  Is 
Upped  by  Brownout 

CHICAGO — Holdups  and  robberies  are  on 
the  increase  since  the  brownout,  police  re- 
port. Among  recent  instances  was  the  loss  of 
receipts  when  thieves  cracked  the  safe  at 
the  Harper  Theatre,  according  to  Robert 
Schoenstadt,  manager.  R.  J.  Wheeler,  man- 
ager of  the  Granada  at  South  Bend,  re- 
ported that  holdup  men  snatched  $140  from 
the  boxoffice. 

Managers  have  warned  cashiers  not  to 
keep  much  money  in  the  cage  and  circuit 
heads  have  issued  a new  set  of  precautions 
to  be  exercised  by  theatre  staffs.  The  Up- 
town Business  Men’s  Ass’n  petitioned  the 
city  to  permit  privately-owned  lighting  sys- 
tems in  that  area  to  function,  stating  that  as 
a result  of  the  brownout  holdups  in  the 
section  are  alarmingly  on  the  increase.  Other 
neighborhoods  made  similar  reports. 

Universal  Leads  Pin  Contest 
In  Chicago  League 

CHICAGO — Universal  took  the  lead  in  the 
Chicago  motion  picture  bowling  league,  due 
in  a large  measure  to  the  fancy  shooting  of 
Fred  Hanzelin,  when  they  copped  two  from 
Film  Chauffeurs  in  last  week’s  contest.  Metro 
grabbed  a duo  from  Republic  and  Monogram 
a pair  from  Warners,  thus  setting  up  a three- 
way  tie  for  second  place  with  Film  Chauffeurs 
and  Monogram.  The  lead  for  three-game 
total  is  held  by  Metro  with  2,723;  Republic 
second,  with  2,659.  E.  Friedman  is  individual 
leader  for  three-game  total  with  640;  V. 
Swanson  second  with  623.  Republic  leads  in 
team  high  for  a single  game,  with  958;  Mono- 
gram, 953.  E.  Klass  holds  individual  single 
game  high  with  249;  H.  Jensen  next  with  243. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 


Team — Won  Lost 

Universal  35  28 

Metro  34  29 

Film  Chauffeurs  34  29 

Monogram  34  29 

Republic  30  33 

Warners  22  41 

INDIVIDUAL  STANDINGS 

Avg. 

V.  Swanson  (FC)  177 

Jack  Kirsch  (Rep)  176 

F.  Hanzelin  (Univ)  175 

E.  Klass  (FC)  174 

P.  Shoemaker  (M-G-M) 172 

A,  Fischer  (M-G-M) 172 

Bill  Bishop  (M-G-M) : 1 172 

E.  Friedman  (Univ)  171 

C.  Keim  (M-G-M)  171 

M.  Canavan  (Univ)  170 


James  W.  Higgins,  Former 
Showman,  Is  Dead 

MILWAUKEE  — James  W.  Higgins,  who 
once  was  elected  assemblyman  from  the 
eighth  district,  died  February  15  at  Veterans 
Hospital  here.  He  had  been  employed  there 
for  the  last  six  years.  Higgins  was  49. 

For  a number  of  years  Higgins  was  active 
in  theatrical  circles  here.  At  25,  following 
serving  as  Palace  Theatre  assistant  manager, 
he  was  selected  from  among  225  applicants 
to  manage  the  Rialto  Theatre  in  St.  Louis. 

During  World  War  I Higgins  was  in  the 
navy.  He  was  a member  of  the  Milwaukee 
post,  American  Legion. 

Survivors  are  his  wife,  his  parents,  four 
brothers,  and  two  sisters. 

Majestic  at  Algoma 
Sold  by  Hassberg 

ALGOMA,  WIS. — Michael  Reinert  of  Stur- 
geon Bay  has  bought  the  Majestic  Theatre 
here  from  Louis  Hassberg.  Reinert  said  his 
son,  Roger,  will  operate  the  theatre  with 
Hassberg  retained  to  do  the  booking. 


Ida  Tee  Heads  Milwaukee 
Girls'  Bowling  League 

MILWAUKEE — Individual  high  series  for 
the  week  found  Ida  Tee  in  first  place  with 
396,  Anne  Gapinski  383,  and  Joe  Tomasik 
with  380. 

Elaine  Skinner  was  first  in  single  games 
with  159;  Ida  Tee,  second  with  152  and  Lucille 
Cohen  third  with  146. 

Note:  This  is  the  first  time  Miss  Cohen  has 
been  mentioned  in  the  high  three.  Good  for 
you,  Lucille. 

Single  game  for  teams  put  Four  Lassies 
right  up  in  there  with  383,  Screen  Snapshots 
was  close  behind  with  376  and  Sport  Chum- 
pions 374. 

High  team  series  went  to  Screen  Snapshots, 
but  Sport  Chumpions  were  right  behind  with 
Alley  Kats  a strong  third. 


Team — 

Won 

Lost 

Sport  Chumpions  .. 

44 

19 

Four  Lassies  

38 

25 

Aristo  Cats  

35 

28 

Screen  Snapshots  .. 

33 

30 

Tin  Pan  Alley  

32 

31 

Angel  Pusses  

28 

35 

Alley  Kats  



28 

35 

Gay  Sisters  

19 

44 

Here’s  a little  interesting  piece  of  news.  The 
two  teams  that  were  entered  in  the  tourna- 
ment did  all  right  for  themselves.  Team  No. 
1,  Sport  Chumpions,  won  first  place,  and  are 
the  city  champs  for  Class  D bowling.  Aristo 
Cats  did  not  place  in  the  money  but  they 
bowled  well  and  had  a lot  of  fun. 

— By  Your  Bowling  Reporter. 


Team  No.  2 Takes  High  Honors  in  Pin 
League  of  Milwaukee  IATSE 

MILWAUKEE  — In  the  IATSE  bowling 
league,  first  high,  three  games,  was  copped  by 
team  No.  2,  with  2,634;  team  No.  5 was  second, 
with  2,613;  team  No.  7 was  third,  with  2,556. 

First  high  single  game  honors  went  to  team 
No.  5,  with  974;  second  went  to  team  No.  7, 
with  943;  team  No.  7 also  hit  third,  with  927; 
team  No.  5 also  rolled  927. 

Elmer  Klass  copped  first  high,  three  games, 
with  662;  Harry  Eifert  was  second  with  656; 
George  Brader  was  third  with  646. 

George  Brader  rolled  first  high,  single 
game,  with  267;  Charles  Burns  was  second, 
with  257;  Sam  Hoenig  was  third,  with  247. 
Elmer  Klase  also  rolled  247. 


TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won 

Lost 

Team 

No. 

8 

41 

25 

Team 

No. 

5 

38 

25 

Team 

No. 

3 

36 

30 

Team 

No. 

7 

36 

30 

Team 

No. 

4 

31 

35 

Team 

No. 

2 

30 

36 

Team 

No. 

6 

27 

39 

Team 

No. 

1 

25 

41 

George  Mace  has  an  average 

of  183-45 

for 

51  games;  Elmer  Klase  has  181-20  for  51 
games;  Spots  Methenitis  has  177-6  for  27 
games;  Ray  Kieren  has  174-45  for  54  games; 
Robert  Lucht  has  169-30  for  42  games. 

Others  up  in  the  top  bracket  are  Robert 
Mace,  George  Brader,  Arthur  Weaver,  Wil- 
liam Reagan,  Otto  Trampe,  Alfred  Neuen- 
dorf, Harry  Eifert,  Leo  Sasse,  Sam  Hoenig, 
William  Morgan,  George  Anderson,  Edwin 
Bigelow,  Ray  Smith,  James  Trimborn,  Ches- 
ter Millis,  Walter  Behr,  Charles  Burns,  Paul 
Koch,  John  Kraczek,  Harold  Eifert,  James 
Docter,  Walter  Plato. 


Television  Firm  Formed 

CHICAGO — M.  G.  Miller,  E.  Brooke  and 
W.  F.  Dolke  have  organized  the  Consolidated 
Television  Corp.  with  offices  at  77  West 
Washington  St.,  with  a capital  stock  of  $225,- 
000,  to  establish  a television  center  in  Chi- 
cago area.  No  site  has  been  selected  yet. 


To  Debut  in  "Rhythm  Roundup" 

Ken  Curtis,  radio  singer,  is  set  to  debut  in 
the  leading  role  in  Columbia’s  “Rhythm 
Roundup.” 


"Burma"  Opens  Great 
At  Loop  Roosevelt 

CHICAGO — Fine  weather,  Lincoln’s  birth- 
day which  meant  a school  holiday,  plus  top- 
notch  attractions,  kept  boxoffices  busy  last 
week.  “Objective,  Burma!”  opened  great  at 
the  Roosevelt  and  “Mrs.  Parkington”  got  off 
to  a swell  start  at  the  United  Artists.  The 
three-week  holdover  at  the  Chicago  of  “Our 
Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay,”  plus  the  Car- 
men Cavallera  band  on  the  stage,  did  better 
than  average.  The  Downtown  came  to  life  in 
a big  way  with  the  personal  appearance  of 
Marva  Louis,  wife  of  Joe  the  world  champ. 
Republic’s  “Lake  Placid  Serenade,”  with  Phil 
Spitalny  and  his  all-girl  band,  made  every- 
body at  the  Oriental  happy.  “The  Princess 
and  the  Pirate”  at  the  Woods,  and  “The  Keys 
of  the  Kingdom”  at  the  State-Lake  were  still 
boxoffice  in  a big  way. 


(Average  is  100) 

Apollo — Together  Again  (Col),  4th  wk 105 

Chicago — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 
(Para),  3rd  wk.,  plus  Carmen  Cavallera 

band  on  stage  - - 125 

Downtown — Mile.  Fifi  (RKO),  plus  Marva  Louis 

and  Sissle  band  on  stage 120 

Garrick — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk i 105 

Grand — The  Jade  Mask  (Mono);  Dead  Man's 

Eyes  (Univ)  110 

Oriental — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep),  plus 

Phil  Spitalny  band  on  stage 125 

Palace — The  Suspect  (Univ);  She  Gets  Her  Man 

(Univ)  110 

Roosevelt — Objective,  Burma!  (WB) 120 

State-Lake — The  keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  wk 115 

Studio — Ecstasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC), 

6th  wk 110 

United  Artists — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M) 120 

Woods — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

13th  wk 115 

World  Playhouse — Two  Soldiers  (Artkino) 110 


"Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis"  Earns 
High  Milwaukee  Rating 

MILWAUKEE— “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,” 
coupled  with  “Main  Street  After  Dark”  in 
the  second  week  at  the  Wisconsin,  rated  120 
at  the  gate.  With  the  exception  of  the  Strand 
where  “Hail  the  Conquering  Hero”  and  “Till 
We  Meet  Again”  dipped,  all  other  houses  were 


average. 

Alhambra — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  3rd  wk.  ..100 
Palace — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para);  National  Barn  Dance  (Para) 100 

Riverside — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO); 

June  Preisser  on  stage 100 

Strand — Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para); 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para),  3rd  wk 85 

Warner — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO); 

Destiny  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 

Wisconsin — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M) 120 


Party  Leads  to  Film  Deal 
For  Ex- Aviation  Cadet 

CHICAGO— A flight  “into  the  wild  blue 
yonder”  to  a destination  he  had  never  imag- 
ined as  an  aviation  cadet  was  in  store  for 
Bill  Johnston,  23,  of  Freeport,  111.,  when  his 
long  period  of  training  was  ended  by  an  injury 
which  resulted  in  his  discharge  last  October. 
Johnson  came  to  Chicago  where  he  was  in- 
vited by  friends  to  a party.  Among  the  guests 
was  Maurice  Golden,  local  talent  scout  for 
M-G-M.  Golden  pigeon-holed  the  six-foot 
blue-eyed  Johnson  as  possible  film  material. 

Last  week,  although  the  Freeport  flyer 
never  had  had  any  dramatic  experience  or 
aspiration.  Golden  offered  him  a contract. 
Johnston  took  a plane  to  Hollywood  last 
Saturday. 


FC  Vault  at  Cincinnati 

CINCINNATI— Film  Classics  has  acquired 
its  own  vault  and  will  now  take  care  of  its 
own  prints,  Louis  Von  Baahlen,  manager,  an- 
nounced. Prints  formerly  were  shipped  out 
of  Cleveland.  Sol  Cohen,  former  Chicago 
field  man,  is  now  covering  the  territory  for 
Film  Classics  here.  Bill  Wikoff  is  shipper. 
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Pov.  Dwight  Green  is  asking  the  state  to 
provide  money  for  71  community  workers 
to  help  fight  juvenile  delinquency  and  wants 
the  theatres  to  help.  Theatres  are  hard-hit 
by  youngsters  who  carve  out  souvenirs  from 
theatre  premises  . . . Harry  Braun,  Devon 
manager  with  Essaness  a decade,  resigned 
to  go  with  the  Nate  Slott  circuit  in  a man- 
agerial capacity. 

Lieut.  Arthur  Stern,  wounded  in  action  and 
hospitalized  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  was  in  to 
see  his  dad  Emil,  Essaness  executive,  and 
then  returned  to  the  hospital  for  further 
treatment  . . . Ray  O’Connell,  who  managed 
the  Diversey  here  20  years  ago  and  is  now 
manager  for  Warners  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  was 
a visitor  at  Variety  Club  with  Herb  Elisburg. 
They  recalled  old  times  when  they  were  with 
RKO  in  St.  Paul. 

Paul  Berg,  veteran  showman  and  former 
manager  of  the  20th  Century  Theatre,  is 
now  manager  of  the  Madlin  . . . Hank  Porter 
and  his  National  Screen  staff  are  busy  send- 
ing out  kits  for  the  Red  Cross  drive.  Hank 
says  NSS  also  has  some  swell  valances  and 
colorful  pennants  at  a small  cost  . . . Herb 
Elisburg,  Studio  owner,  off  to  Miami  for  his 
annual  vacation  and  tub  thumping  along 
the  way  for  his  state-rights  Valentino  films. 

Claude  Harris,  Alliance  circuit  maintenance 
director,  is  back  for  a fortnight  of  inspection 
of  the  western  division  . . . Little  Margaret 
O'Brien  was  guest  on  several  radio  shows 
when  she  stopped  off  on  her  way  back  to 
the  coast  from  New  York  . . . Spyros  Skouras, 
20th-Fox  president,  paused  last  week,  going 
east  for  the  Willkie  memorial. 

Bnai  Brith  of  Chicago  wants  to  know  why 
the  OWI  won’t  let  “Tomorrow  the  World” 
show  in  the  European  war  theatre  and  is 
making  an  issue  of  it.  They  claim  that  even 
Nazis  can  turn  out  okay  with  proper  environ- 
ment. But  commentators  hereabouts  see  in 
the  OWI’s  decision  that  nobody,,  and  especially 
the  fighting  forces,  should  see  anything  good 
at  all  in  a Hitlerite,  even  if  reformed. 

Mary  Haynes,  former  B&Ker,  passing 
through  town  last  week,  stopped  in  to  say 
hello  to  her  old  pals  in  the  booking  depart- 
ment and  was  promptly  put  back  to  work  at 
her  old  desk  in  the  film  accounting  depart- 
ment . . . Weldon  Simmons,  B&K  LaGrange 
Theatre  manager,  is  packing  his  duds  because 
Uncle  Sam  wants  him  in  khaki  . . . Charles 
Ryan,  Warner  assistant  zone  manager,  is 
working  with  Alderman  Bert  Moss  of  the 
fifth  ward  on  delinquency  problems,  and  to 
that  purpose  staged  a Washington  birthday 
party  for  the  kids,  showing  pictures  to  the 
youngsters  at  the  Frolic  Theatre. 

Joseph  Feulner,  former  manager  of  the 
H&E  Des  Plaines  Theatre,  has  been  named 
booker  at  the  Chicago  circuit  headquarters 
of  H.  and  E.  Balaban.  John  Mello,  recently  in 
the  army,  steps  into  the  Des  Plaines  spot 
. . . Edward  LeRoy,  projectionist  at  the 
Roosevelt  many  years,  died  February  11.  The 
first  commercially  sponsored  television  show 
went  on  the  air  from  B&K’s  station  WBKB 
last  Friday  night,  with  Commonwealth  Edison 
sponsoring. 


trict.  He  came  from  the  managership  of  the 
Des  Moines  area  . . . John  Wayne  and  Ward 
Bond,  en  route  to  Miami  for  production  work, 
were  interviewed  by  the  press,  at  the  Black- 
stone  the  other  day  . . . Lou  Breese  who  came 
to  the  B&K  Chicago  theatre  from  the  Chez 
Paree  a year  ago  as  director  of  the  stage 
band  has  been  signed  for  another  year. 

Frank  Sinatra  did  a brownout  from  the 
bobby-socks  the  other  day.  He  hid  in  his 
compartment,  only  letting  the  fans  get  a peek 
at  him  when  his  train  pulled  out  . . . John 
Maloney,  former  manager  of  Warners’  Grove 
Theatre,  got  a rousing  welcome  when  he 
dropped  into  the  old  office  last  week.  He’s 
on  a 30-day  furlough  after  18  months  in  the 
European  area. 

When  Mayor  Kelly  christened  the  “Winged 
Victory”  plane,  as  a publicity  stunt,  he  had 
to  pour  the  champagne  over  the  plane  because 
it  was  too  flimsy  to  stand  a thump  . . . 
Madeline  Woods  has  added  Johnny  Neblett 
Productions,  radio  biggies,  to  her  list  of  pub- 
licity accounts. 

Jimmy  Dunn,  star  of  "A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn,”  passed  through  on  his  way  to 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  for  the  picture’s 
opening  . . . Edna  Rush  of  the  cast  also  was 
here  on  the  way  east  . . . Janice  Paige,  young 
film  star,  came  to  Chicago,  her  first  trip  east 
of  the  Rockies.  With  her  were  Dennis  Mor- 
gan and  Alan  Hale.  All  were  going  east  for 
the  hospital  shows,  then  to  Macon,  Ga.,  for 
a premiere. 

Jack  Kirsch,  co-chairman  of  the  March  of 
Dimes  in  Illinois,  estimates  that  this  year’s 
collections  will  hit  over  $150,000  . . . Burt 
Willoughby,  Ideal  Pictures  Corp.,  member  of 
the  new  advisory  committee  on  16mm  films, 
says  the  16mm  stuff  is  tight,  due  to  curtail- 
ments and  that  there  will  be  a shortage  of 
Easter  films. 

J.  J.  Shubert  was  in  town  eyeing  the  Great 
Northern  and  Majestic  theatres  for  stage  pro- 
ductions. Both  have  been  dark  for  some  time 
. . . Lucia  Perrigo,  assistant  to  Ted  Tod, 
Warner  publicist,  is  on  the  jury,  the  first 
time  a female  Rowite  has  been  called  upon 
for  such  civic  duty. 

Variety  Club  had  a crackerjack  bingo  party 
last  Saturday  night,  in  the  clubrooms.  The 
organization  set  its  “Night  in  Monte  Carlo” 
for  February  24.  It’s  all  for  charity  . . . 
Harry  Bellman  is  now  assistant  to  Maurie 
Lipps  at  the  Midwest  Poster  Exchange  . . . 
Leon  Fromkess,  PRC  president,  stopped  over 
to  confab  with  Henri  Elman  on  his  way  west 
to  coast. 

Herman  Wobber,  coast  division  manager  for 
20th-Fox,  and  W.  C.  Gehring,  western  sales 
manager,  were  in  to  talk  it  over  with  Tom 
Gilliam,  local  20th-Fox  manager,  and  L.  J. 
Schlaifer,  central  states  manager.  They  con- 
centrated largely  on  the  coming  30th  anni- 
versary celebration  of  the  organization  . . . 
Jimmy  Savage  made  all  the  rags  with  his 
pinup  picture  of  Betty  Mills,  18-year-old 
candy  seller  of  the  Chicago  theatre.  Her 
photo  in  the  house  organ,  Balabanner,  re- 
sulted in  the  naming  of  ships  and  jeeps  for 
her,  Jimmy  says. 


William  Feld  of  Republic  is  here  to  take 
over  as  sales  manager  for  the  Chicago  dis- 
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IS  NO  BULL- 

WAHOO 

9 l fitted/  Scteett  Qame! 


Sylvan  Goldfinger  of  Telenews  is  west- 
coasting on  business  . . . Edwin  Silverman, 
Essaness  president  who  has  been  on  the  west 
coast  for  the  last  month,  has  returned  . . . 
The  H.  & E.  Balaban  Esquire  Theatre  had  to 
cut  out  morning  tradeshows  and  previews 
due  to  labor  shortages.  The  operators  and 
other  help  who  worked  late  at  night  couldn’t 
get  up  in  the  morning  . . . Ludwig  Siegal, 
pioneer  in  the  business  and  former  co-owner 
of  the  Lindy,  was  ill  at  his  home. 

Rud  Lorenz,  UA  district  manager,  is  back 


from  a trip  in  the  northwest  territory  . . . 
Bill  DeWitt,  old-time  showman  and  recently 
of  the  Warner  Capitol  staff,  died  last  week 
at  the  age  of  65  . . . The  unionizing  of  man- 
agers and  theatre  staffs,  press  agents  and  so 
on  has  been  dropped  again.  Officials  of 
Local  110  say  it  will  be  revived  later,  but  set 
no  date. 

MacDonald  “Bunny”  Bryan,  one-time  man- 
ager of  the  B&K  Belmont  and  Pantheon  the- 
atres, famous  for  his  triple-stage  weddings 
and  other  stunts,  was  in  town,  cutting  up  old 
times.  He  is  now  director  of  public  relations 
for  National  Airlines  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


He  "Fiddled"  His  Way 
Into  Exhibition  End 

KAUKAUNA,  WIS. — A conductor  of  a 
traveling  orchestra  was  one  of  the  first  in 
Wisconsin  to  see  the 
bright  future  in  mo- 
tion picture  exhibition. 
William  J.  Van  Dyke, 
violinist,  opened  the 
Vaudette  at  Kaukauna, 
Wis.,  33  years  ago. 

Music  was  a must  in 
the  days  of  the  silents 
and  Van  Dyke  did  not 
put  away  his  fiddle 
when  he  entered  show 
business.  He  recalls 
the  orchestra  he  or- 
ganized to  supplement 
j dyke  the  early  films.  IVhile 
he  was  making  music 
down  front,  Mrs  Van  Dyke  sold  tickets  at 
five  cents  each.  It  was  a great  day  when 
admission  went  to  a dime! 

“Lucile  Love”  was  the  first  serial  featured 
at  the  Vaudette.  That  was  in  1914,  Van 
Dyke  remembers,  in  the  days  when  projectors 
usually  were  hand-cranked  and  the  audience 
waited  patiently  while  the  operator  changed 
reels. 

The  new  Vaudette  Theatre,  seating  500, 
was  opened  Jan.  29,  1938,  climaxing  26  years 
of  growth  with  the  industry. 

The  Van  Dykes’  two  sons,  Melvin  and 
Clayton,  and  Daughter  Eunice  all  are  in- 
terested in  the  theatre.  It’s  in  the  blood! 

Owner  Sees  Scant  Hope 
Or  Rebuilding  the  Joy 

CHESTER,  ILL— Walter  Light,  owner  of 
the  Joy  Theatre  here  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  recently,  said  he  would  rebuild  as 
soon  as  possible  but  he  doubted  priorities  on 
materials  could  be  obtained  until  after  the 
war. 

A.  M.  Beare,  manager  of  the  house,  said 
the  fire  apparently  started  in  a faulty  heat- 
ing system  which  was  to  have  been  replaced 
a few  days  after  the  fire  occurred. 

Sgt.  Bud  Johnson,  Mask 
Artist,  Slain  in  Europe 

CHICAGO— Sgt.  Bud  Johnson,  famed  for 
his  artistry  in  creating  masks  and  figures, 
notably  as  a means  of  ballyhooing  horror 
pictures,  has  been  killed  in  action  in  the 
European  invasion.  The  news  came  to  Art 
Steagall,  Essaness  supervisor,  who  introduced 
Bud  to  the  realms  of  show  business.  John- 
son created  many  notable  productions,  among 
them  the  mask  and  makeup  for  the  Franken- 
stein monster  used  at  the  Woods  Theatre 


Two-Reeler  to  Feature  Ballads 

“Barbershop  Ballads,”  two-reel  short,  fea- 
turing all  the  well-known  quartets  and  en- 
sembles from  time  of  Civil  War  days  to 
present  will  be  produced  by  Gordon  Hollings- 
head,  and  directed  by  Jack  Scholl. 
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Chicago  Cleanup  Order 
Issued  by  Mayor  Kelly 

CHICAGO — Chicago  is  going  to  be  cleaned 
up.  The  old  606  Club  was  closed,  accused 
of  having  shows  that  were  too  salacious. 
Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly  warned  cafes  and 
theatres  to  cut  out  the  smut  or  else.  Reason 
for  the  crusade  is  the  mobs  of  service  men 
in  town  all  the  time.  The  Chicago  service 
men’s  centers,  created  and  sponsored  by  the 
mayor,  have  entertained  15,000,000  service 
men  and  women  since  Pearl  Harbor. 

Thus,  his  honor  is  determined  that  Chi- 
cago will  not  be  declared  “out  of  bounds” 
and  to  that  end  is  out  with  the  kitchen 
cleanser. 

Newspapers  have  taken  up  the  cudgel  and 
are  turning  down  ads  that  show  nudity  or 
contain  copy  that  might  be  construed  as 
indecent. 


MILWAUKEE 


2 mold  Kovitz,  National  Screen  Service  head 
bookkeeper,  was  confined  to  his  home 
with  the  flu  . . . Beverly  Lubow,  Milwaukee 
soprano,  made  her  operatic  debut  in  Pitts- 
burgh recently.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Meyer  Lubotsky. 

The  Green  Bay  Community  Theatre  group 
has  reorganized  . . . Pvt.  Andrew  D.  Hotch- 
kiss jr„  stationed  at  Truax  Field,  Madison, 
is  often  seen  with  Shirley  Temple,  there  . . . 
“The  Merry  Widow”  will  play  the  Parkway, 
Madison,  March  2-3  . . . Bob  Allen,  new  UA 
manager  here,  finally  has  managed  to  wan- 
gle a dwelling  place  . . . Melitta  Krueger  of 
Columbia  celebrated  a birthday. 

Elmer  Hall,  Metro  handy  man,  is  back  at 
his  chores.  Elmer  had  a very  close  play  with 
pneumonia  complicated  by  a heart  condition 
. . . June  Heiden,  secretary  to  Otto  Trampe 
of  the  projectionist’s  union,  was  wearing  an 
orchid  on  Valentine’s  Day.  Said  she  received 
plenty  of  candy,  too,  but  the  operators  dis- 
covered it. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  board  of  the 
ITO  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan  were 
J.  P.  Adler,  president,  Marshfield;  Lucile 
Forbes,  secretary,  Merrill;  George  Langhein- 
rich,  treasurer,  Milwaukee;  William  Smith, 
Menomonie;  William  L.  Ainsworth,  Fond  du 
Lac;  George  Panka,  Prairie  du  Chein;  Jack 
Yeo,  Burlington;  Reynold  Black,  Edgerton; 
L.  V.  Bergtold,  Westby;  George  Fischer,  West 
Allis. 

Roy  Bernier  of  the  IATSE  local  announced 
the  arrival  of  a son  on  Valentine  Day  ...  A 
recent  noon  Joe  Malits,  Metro  booker,  was  so 
anxious  to  get  back  on  the  job  following  lunch 
that  he  slipped,  turned  his  ankle  and  re- 
turned with  a cane  . . . Eddie  Krofta,  UA 
salesman,  celebrated  a birthday.  He  wouldn’t 
tell  which  one. 

Eddie  Moyle,  booker  for  the  Delft  circuit, 
was  on  the  Row  on  one  of  his  rare  visits.  He 
sidetripped  to  Madison  for  goodbys  with  his 
son  before  the  son  goes  overseas  . . . Sonny 
MacDonald,  manager  of  the  Warner,  ar- 
ranged a screening  of  “Objective,  Burma!”  for 
executives  of  the  Signal  Battery  Co.  and 
armed  forces  representatives.  The  firm  makes 
the  batteries  used  in  the  “walkie-talkie”  se- 
quences of  the  film. 

Ben  Marcus,  Marcus  circuit;  Charles 
Trampe,  Monogram  manager,  and  T.  Gran  of 
Standard  Theatres  held  a Chicago  confab 
with  Paramount  executives  Alan  Usher  and 
Charles  Reagan  . . . Mai  Broversen,  head 
booker  at  Columbia,  has  been  ill  . . . Nick 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


CENTRAL  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


A.  B.  McCollum  began 
his  career  in  Puerto 
Rico  in  1911.  Later  he 
came  to  Chicago  and 
bought  the  Empress. 
Still  later,  another 
change  brought  him  to 
Dwight,  111.  He  is  cur- 
rently the  proprietor 
of  the  Lorraine  and 
Princess,  Hoopeston 
111.;  Watseka  and 
Bonair,  Watseka,  111.; 
Paxton,  Paxton,  111; 
Blackstone,  Dwight;  Clintonia  and  Kay,  Clin- 
ton, 111.,  and  the  Central,  Fairbury,  111.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Masons,  Shrine,  Elks, 
Moose  and  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  also 
affiliated  with  the  United  Theatre  Owners 
of  Illinois.  His  hobbies  are  boating  and  horses. 

Basil  Charuhas  of  Chi- 
cago started  in  the 
motion  picture  indus- 
try in  1907  at  the  Sta- 
dium Theatre.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  Montclare,  a 
1,280-seat  house.  He 
is  interested  in  civic 
affairs,  but  is  not  an 
office  holder.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Variety 
Club,  Masons,  Ameri- 
can Legion  and  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars.  Charuhas  is  affili- 
ated with  Allied.  His  hobbies  are  hunting  and 
fishing.  He  has  two  sons,  Spiros  and  George. 
Spiros  is  a lieutenant  with  the  tank  destroy- 
ers in  France  and  George  is  a student  in  high 
school. 


Starting  in  show  busi- 
ness as  an  advance 
man  for  carnivals  and 
roadshows  in  St.  Jo- 
seph, Mo.,  in  1905,  C.  J. 
“Neil”  Duffy  a year  or 
so  later  acquired  a co- 
interest in  theatres  in 
Wichita  and  Hutchin- 
son, Kas.  Selling  out 
to  his  partner  in  1908, 
he  migrated  to  Apple- 
ton,  Wis.,  where  he 
opened  the  Lyric  The- 
atre in  1909.  He  operated  this  house  until  the 
Elite  was  built  in  1913  and  has  been  at  the 
location  ever  since.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Elks  and  Rotary  Club,  and  is  a past  member 
of  MPTOA  and  Allied.  His  special  hobby,  as 
Duffy  puts  it,  is  “hanging  around  the  theatre.” 

Starting  his  film  ca- 
reer in  Chicago  as  an 
usher  at  the  one-time 
Drexel  Theatre,  now 
known  as  the  “Ark,” 

Van  A.  Nomikos’  prog- 
ress was  rapid,  result- 
ing in  his  present  own- 
ership of  the  Van 
Nomikos  theatre  cir- 
cuit. A charter  mem- 
ber of  Allied  of  Illi- 
nois, he  held  the  vice- 
presidency 13  consecu- 
tive years.  He  is  national  and  regional  direc- 
tor of  the  Greek  War  Relief  Ass'n  and  was 
national  vice-chairman,  1941-42.  A member 
of  the  Order  of  Ahepa,  he  served  for  three 
years  as  governor  of  the  13th  Ahepa  district. 
Van  Nomikos  is  not  married. 


Joe  Brokaw,  Angola, 
Ind.,  bowed  into  the 
industry  in  1905.  He 
operated  the  Opera 
House  here  until  1917, 
and  then  opened  the 
Brokaw  Theatre.  Af- 
filiated with  Associat- 
ed Theatre  Owners  of 
Indiana,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Rotary  and 
Ligonier  clubs,  the 
Masons  and  Elks.  He 
has  four  sons;  Austin, 
now  manager  of  the  Brokaw;  John,  employed 
in  a war  plant;  Robert,  a first  lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  and  the  latter’s  twin,  Richard. 
Brokaw  has  11  grandchildren.  A lover  of  all 
sports  he  prefers  baseball  and  at  one  time 
was  a semi-professional  catcher. 


Through  patience  and 
persistence,  C ha  r 1 e s 
Auerbach,  Chicago, 
head  of  the  New 
Strand  Theatre  here, 
rose  from  the  ranks  as 
an  usher  to  present 
ownership.  He  main- 
tains, with  reason,  that 
the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry is  “wonderful.” 

From  an  usher’s  post 
in  1921,  he  became  as- 
sistant manager,  and 
a co-owner  in  1928.  A charter  member  of  Al- 
lied Theatres  of  Illinois,  he  is  affiliated  with 
Bnai  Brith,  the  Zionist  movement  and  Odd 
Fellows.  He  has  two  children:  Earl  is  an 
instructor  in  the  combat  engineers  corps,  U.S. 
army,  and  Gloria  is  a high  school  student. 

At  the  age  of  16,  John 
J.  Jones  of  Chicago 
entered  the  industry, 
working  in  his  father’s 
theatres.  He  later 
joined  Central  Film 
Co.,  and  after  a short 
time  became  partner 
and  director  of  the 
Marcus  Loew  Western 
Booking  Agency.  Jones 
is  now  head  of  the 
Homewood,  LaSalle 
, and  McVickers  thea- 
tres. He  is  married  and  has  one  daughter, 
Barbara.  His  hobbies  listed  are  golf,  good 
books,  roast  beef  and  running  a film  ex- 
change, the  Film  Classics  of  Illinois.  He  is  a 
member  of  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois  and  the 
Exhibitors  Ass’n  of  Chicago. 

Back  in  1922,  fresh 
from  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Isadore  E. 

Levine  was  ready  to 
embark  on  greener 
pastures.  With  his 
brother  and  brother’s 
partner,  he  built  the 
La  Porte  Theatre  Bldg., 

La  Porte,  Ind.,  cover- 
ing a city  block,  which 
he  now  manages.  He 
continues  law  practice 
and  is  a deputy  prose- 
cuting attorney.  Levine,  a member  of  the 
American  Legion  national  labor  relations 
committee,  served  as  a lieutenant  in  the  first 
world  war.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  La 
Porte  Chamber  of  Commerce.  A daughter  is 
attending  Michigan  U.;  a son  is  at  home. 
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ST.  LOUIS 


IJarney  Rosenthal,  Monogram  manager,  at- 
tended the  district  sales  meeting  at  the 
Blackstone  Hotel,  Chicago.  Among  the  sales 
problems  discussed  were  those  created  by  the 
recent  government  curtailment  of  raw  film 
available  to  producing  and  distributing  com- 
panies. Naturally  with  fewer  prints  available 
there  comes  the  necessity  for  a closer  watch 
on  dates  and  bookings. 

Walter  K.  Hamburg,  the  most  recent  addi- 
tion to  the  local  RKO  sales  staff,  has  suc- 
ceeded Lee  Norton  in  the  southern  Illinois 
territory.  Lee,  as  had  been  announced,  early 
this  year  took  over  the  Grand  Theatre  at 
Sullivan,  111.,  which  he  purchased  from  Everett 
Hayes. 

C.  D.  Hill,  Columbia  manager,  returned 
from  a sales  trip  that  took  him  to  Hannibal, 
Quincy  and  Springfield,  and  he  announced 
he  was  successful  in  closing  dates  that  assure 
“A  Song  to  Remember”  the  longest  extended 
run  engagements  in  those  towns  . . . Colum- 
bia’s “Tonight  and  Every  Night”  is  due  to 
open  here  at  Loew’s  State  March  6. 

Speaking  of  deals,  Barney  Rosenthal,  Mon- 
ogram, is  rather  proud  of  those  he  recently 
closed  with  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  and  Fred 
Wehrenberg.  Harry  signed  up  for  Mono- 
gram’s 1944-45  product  to  run  in  all  of  the 
houses  of  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  cir- 
cuit, the  largest  in  these  parts.  Then  Fred 
Wehrenberg  signed  up  for  the  houses  in  Fred 
Wehrenberg  circuit,  second  in  size.  Barney 
recently  has  added  two  new  men  to  his  sales 
staff.  Ralph  J.  Behymer  has  taken  over  the 
southern  Illinois  territory.  He  formerly  was 
on  the  RKO  sales  staff  in  the  Des  Moines 
territory  and  some  years  ago  worked  in  the 
St.  Louis  sector  for  the  old  Radio  Pathe  or- 
ganization. E.  E.  Erickson,  the  other  new 
man  on  the  Monogram  staff  who  took  over 
the  eastern  Missouri  territory,  worked  in 
the  Kansas  City  territory  in  recent  years.  A 
division  manager  for  the  Griffith  circuit  for 
a time,  he  also  worked  in  the  St.  Louis  sales 
territory  some  years  ago. 

Marion  Garner,  formerly  a Monogram  sales- 
man, several  weeks  ago  purchased  a theatre 
at  Calvert  City,  Ky„  and  has  taken  over 
active  management  . . . Les  Levy,  a Mono- 
gram salesman  prior  to  entering  the  army  a 
few  years  ago,  is  home  on  an  extended  fur- 
lough after  overseas  service.  He  will  leave 
for  Camp  Blanding,  Fla.  soon.  For  a time 
he  was  stationed  in  the  Aleutians. 

George  Wood,  Warner  Bros.’  new  exploita- 
tion and  publicity  man  in  the  St.  Louis 
branch,  should  prove  a big  help  to  the  exhibi- 
tors in  this  territory.  For  a time  he  managed 
individual  theatres  and  then  was  made  a dis- 
trict manager  for  the  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.  and  later  was  connected  with  the  Esquire 
Theatre  here. 
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Seen  along  Filmrow  recently:  I.  Wien- 
shienk  of  Alton,  district  manager  for  the 
Publix-Great  States  houses  in  southern  Illi- 
nois: Alvin  Weeks,  Staunton;  Tilden  Dixon, 
Crystal  City  and  St.  Clair;  Bob  Cluster, 
Salem:  Paul  Musser,  Casey  and  Greenup; 
Frank  Finger,  Marissa;  Bill  Wondell,  Lyric 
Theatre,  Lebanon,  who  is  associated  with 
Caesar  Berutt  in  the  operation  of  the  Gas- 
conade Theatre  Corp.,  and  Jimmy  Frisina, 
Frisina  Amusement  Co. 

Leo  F.  Keiler,  president  and  general  man- 
ager, Columbia  Amusement  Co.,  Paducah, 
Ky„  has  extended  his  stay  in  Los  Angeles  be- 
cause of  the  critical  illness  of  his  mother.  He 
had  planned  to  return  to  Paducah  early  this 
month  . . . Mrs.  I.  W.  Rodgers  of  the  Rodgers 
circuit,  Cairo,  has  extended  her  vacation  trip 
to  Florida,  where  Rodgers  is  also  enjoying 
the  sunshine.  I.  W.  Rodgers  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  exhibitors  of  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try. He  was  the  first  president  of  the  MPTO 
of  St.  Louis,  eastern  Missouri  and  southern 
Illinois. 

Frank  Gaby,  veteran  stage  comedian  who 
appeared  on  local  stages  on  several  occasions 
during  the  1934  Municipal  Opera  season,  was 
found  dead  in  a room  at  the  Manhattan 
Hotel,  1803  Chestnut  St.,  the  night  of  Feb- 
ruary 12.  His  body  was  hanging  by  a necktie 
from  a clothes  tree.  In  his  pocket  the  police 
found  a contract  that  indicated  he  was  on 
his  way  to  open  with  a USO  show  in  Okla- 
homa City  on  February  12  at  a salary  of  $350 
a week.  He  left  no  note.  His  draft  registra- 
tion card  bore  an  address  in  Hollywood  and 
indicated  he  was  49  years  old. 

Federal  Judge  George  H.  Moore  has  under 
advisement  several  matters  in  connection  with 
the  plagiarism  suit  of  the  present  Mrs.  Neil 
Swanson,  formerly  Marie  Cooper  Oehlar 
Dieckhaus,  against  20th-Fox.  She,  as  the 
author  of  an  unpublished  novel,  “Love  Girl,” 
has  won  a verdict  against  the  film  company 
on  the  grounds  that  “Alexander’s  Ragtime 
Band”  in  its  screen  version  was  a “steal”  at 
least  in  part.  The  court  has  recently  held  a 
hearing  on  the  motion  of  the  defendant  to 
amend  the  court’s  finding  of  facts  and  con- 
clusions of  law. 

In  Division  No.  2 (equity  division)  of  the 
St.  Louis  circuit  court,  Judge  William  S.  Con- 
nor, in  the  case  of  Fanchon  & Marco  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  vs.  Dysart  et  al,  the  plaintiff’s 
bill  of  exceptions,  transcript  on  appeal  and 
clerk’s  transcript  have  been  filed. 

Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  general  manager  of 
the  Fanchon  & Marco  Service  Corp.,  has 
been  re-elected  a director  of  the  St.  Louis 
Browns,  1944  champions  of  the  American 
League.  The  Browns’  profits,  something  be- 
tween $150,000  and  $250,000,  have  been  put 
back  into  the  club  to  keep  it  moving  at  a 
championship  pace. 

George  West,  owner  of  the  Monogram 
franchise  in  the  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati 
territories,  is  here  from  California,  and  plans 
to  spend  some  time  in  the  middle  west  be- 
fore returning  to  the  coast  . . . Tommy  Wil- 
liamson jr.,  son  of  the  St.  Louis  manager  for 
RKO,  has  departed  for  Ft.  Riley,  Kas.,  to 
join  a cavalry  unit.  He  was  inducted  at  Jef- 
ferson Barracks. 

Terry  Turner,  who  heads  RKO’s  exploita- 
tion staff,  came  to  town  to  handle  the  ad- 
vance details  of  the  publicity  campaigns  on 
the  opening  of  “The  Body  Snatcher”  at  the 
Missouri  Theatre  and  “Murder,  My  Sweet”  at 
Fox  Theatre.  Dick  Powell  is  scheduled  for 
a personal  appearance  at  the  Fox  in  con- 
nection with  the  “Murder”  premiere. 

Richard  Phillips,  former  St.  Louisan,  is 
now  the  manager  of  the  Uptown  Theatre 


in  Clinton,  Mo.  . . . George  Wood  has  been 
detailed  to  handle  exploitation  work  in  this 
sector  for  Warners  . . . Loew’s,  Inc.,  held 
a tradescreening  of  “Keep  Your  Powder  Dry” 
at  the  S’Renco  Screening  Room  at  1 p.  m. 
February  21. 

“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  continues  to  at- 
tract record  crowds  at  the  local  houses  . . . 
The  Art  Theatre  has  been  showing  “Adven- 
ture in  Music”  and  “New  Americans”  and  a 
revival  of  “Ballet  Russe  de  Monte  Carlo 
Spanish  Fiesta.” 

The  Don  Cossacks  chorus  of  27  singers  and 
dancers  appeared  at  the  Kiel  Auditorium  this 
week  . . . Burton  Holmes  opened  his  52nd 
season  of  travelogs  at  the  Kiel  Auditorium 
Monday,  presenting  “Rainbow  Land  of  Utah.” 


MILWAUKEE 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Johnson,  Strand  Theatre,  Manitowoc,  was  in 
booking. 

Harry  Shumow,  Metro  manager,  installed 
a huge  blackboard  in  his  inner  sanctum. 
Watch  the  salesmen  go  now  . . . William 
Ainsworth  and  wife  planed  out  to  California 
February  23  on  a combination  business  trip 
and  vacation.  They  were  to  stop  in  Arizona 
. . . Gypsy  Rose  Lee  is  reported  collecting 
$4,500  or  cut  of  boxoffice  for  her  Riverside 
Theatre  appearance  . . . “Oklahoma”  kept 
the  Davidson  Theatre  seats  filled  for  all 
performances.  Plenty  sugar  was  refunded. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Neville.  Kickapoo,  Gays  Mills;  Mrs.  Rose 
Vogel,  Empire,  Manitowoc;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Brucken,  Avalon,  Platville;  George 
Panka,  Metro,  Prairie  du  Chein;  Red  Erick- 
son, Loyal,  Loyal;  W.  F.  Loibl,  Cedarburg; 
F.  J.  McWilliams,  Home  and  Portage  thea- 
tres, Portage;  Sanford  Vincient  of  the  Lyric 
at  Denmark,  Lake  at  Winneconne,  and  De 
Pere  and  Nicollet  at  De  Pere;  Earl  Helfman, 
State,  Sheboygan. 

Leo  Adler,  UA  auditor,  was  in  from  the 
home  office  . . . Walter  Bennin,  Metro  office 
manager,  was  in  New  York  meeting  with 
home  office  executives  . . . Lucile  Forbes,  Mer- 
rill Theatre,  was  in  booking  . . . Hank  Toi- 
lette and  Ben  Marcus  of  the  Marcus  circuit 
were  in  for  a confab  with  Joe  Strother,  buyer 
and  booker. 

That  Warner  Club  Valentine  party  was 
something;  June  Preisser  and  Professor  Back- 
wards stopped  in  after  their  Riverside  chores. 
Pvt.  Ray  Krasno,  former  Alhambra  assistant, 
home  on  furlough,  was  a center  of  attraction 
. . . Also  there  were  Don  Woods,  WB  mana- 
ger; Ben  Schdenke,  his  assistant;  Art 
Schmitz,  RKO  manager;  Jack  Quick,  RKO 
publicist;  T.  Gran,  Standard  Theatres;  Al 
Kvool,  Warner  circuit  head;  Mark  Brazee, 
Warner  circuit  state  executive;  Sonny  Mac- 
Donald, Warner  Theatre;  Otto  Trampe,  pro- 
jectionist business  agent;  Frank  De  Lorenzo, 
Alhambra  projectionist. 

Bob  Hutchings,  assistant  to  F.  J.  McWil- 
liams, Portage  Theatre  operator,  was  on  the 
Row  . . . Nat  Nathanson,  former  Milwaukee 
UA  branch  manager,  sent  bowling  bags  to 
the  gals  in  the  office  ...  La  Verne  Le  Breck, 
Lorraine  Perlman,  Libby  Sindelar,  Marcella 
Rollman  and  Gay  Schmidt  of  the  Metro  of- 
fice celebrated  Valentine  Day  by  wearing 
red  dresses;  looked  like  Metro  and  had 
adopted  uniforms  . . . Becky  Hoffman  spent 
her  lunch  period  purchasing  a dress  of  like 
color. 

Esther  Ohm  of  UA  celebrated  a birthday 
. . . George  Gonis  has  assumed  ownership 
of  the  Roxy  . . . Elsie  Sutter,  who  copped  the 
Miss  Wisconsin  title  in  the  M-G-M  bathing 
beauty  contest,  failed  to  come  through,  in  the 
national  . . . Tito  Guizar  will  appear  at  Mil- 
waukee Auditorium  under  Legion  auspices 
February  28. 
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ODT  Curb  Restricts 
Red  Cross  Parley 

MINNEAPOLIS— The  industry’s  Red  Cross 
drive  in  this  territory  was  to  get  impetus  this 
weekend  at  a rally  called  by  John  J.  Friedl, 
WAC  chairman.  Twin  City  exhibitors,  branch 
managers,  film  salesmen  and  many  others 
connected  with  the  industry  were  to  get 
together  to  pledge  their  full  and  united  sup- 
port so  that  a new  record  will  be  set. 

It  was  announced  that  in  advance  of  the 
rally  most  of  the  exhibitors  in  the  territory 
already  had  signed  up  not  only  to  make  the 
collections,  but  also  to  do  their  utmost  to 
make  them  the  largest  since  the  war’s  start. 
Gratification  was  expressed  by  Friedl  at  the 
wholehearted  and  eager  response. 

Speakers  at  the  rally  were  to  include  Bob 
Mochrie,  RKO  general  sales  manager;  M.  A. 
Lightman,  Memphis  exhibitor,  and  a returned 
veteran  sent  here  from  New  York.  All 
branches  of  the  armed  service  and  the  Red 
Cross  were  to  be  represented. 

Travel  restrictions  caused  the  rally’s  spon- 
sors to  limit  exhibitor  attendance  to  the  Min- 
neapolis and  St.  Paul  theatre  men  and  to 
those  exhibitors  who  happened  to  be  in  the 
Twin  Cities  on  other  business. 

Omaha  Meeting  Monday  Noon 
At  Hotel  Fontenelle  in  Omaha 

OMAHA — An  estimated  100  members  of 
the  film  industry  will  gather  Monday  noon 
at  the  Fontenelle  Hotel  for  an  area  meeting 
on  the  Red  Cross  drive. 

Don  V.  McLucas,  distributor  chairman,  re- 
ported pledges  already  had  exceeded  the  294 
of  last  year. 

Francis  Harmon  and  Carl  Leserman  of 
United  Artists  will  be  unable  to  attend.  Ed- 
die Schnitzer,  assistant  to  Leserman,  how- 
ever, will  be  here. 

Harry  Wood,  Des  Moines, 

Is  New  20th-Fox  Auditor 

DES  MOINES — Harry  Wood,  cashier  for 
20th-Fox  here,  has  been  promoted  to  traveling 
auditor.  He  has  been  with  Fox  22  years, 
first  in  Omaha  and  then  here.  He  will  as- 
sume his  new  duties  immediately. 

Mrs.  Carrie  Faber,  former  assistant  cashier, 
will  take  over  as  cashier.  Charles  Button, 
former  ad  sales  manager,  replaces  Mrs.  Faber 
as  assistant  cashier,  and  Martha  Pearce,  for- 
merly of  Warners  and  more  recently  of  Film 
Classics,  becomes  ad  sales  manager  for  Fox. 

Several  Manager  Shifts 
By  the  Pioneer  Circuit 

DES  MOINES  — Several  changes  in  the 
Pioneer  circuit  were  announced  by  officials 
here  last  week.  Percy  Long,  manager  of  the 
Perry  Theatre  at  Perry,  is  returning  to  Web- 
ster City,  where  he  formerly  was  manager. 
A1  Hanson,  manager  of  the  Iowa  at  Jeffer- 
son, will  take  over  the  Perry  managership. 
Ray  Walters,  manager  at  Carroll,  will  replace 
Hanson  at  Jefferson,  and  Dick  Moore,  now 
at  Webster  City,  is  going  to  Sac  City. 

Arrest  a Youth  in  Theatre 
On  Intoxication  Charge 

DES  MOINES — A 14-year-old  boy  was  ar- 
rested by  police  here  recently  on  a charge 
of  intoxication.  The  youth  was  found  asleep 
at  the  Varsity  Theatre,  1207  Twenty-fifth  St., 
just  before  the  theatre  closed.  Police  took 
the  boy  to  Broadlawns  General  Hospital  and 
later  to  jail. 

Juvenile  bureau  officials  said  the  youth 
would  be  questioned  as  to  where  he  got  the 
liquor. 


Brownout  Effects  Just 
Reverse  of  Predictions 


", Popless " Are  the  Sacks 
Of  Corn  in  This  House 

Mound  City,  Mo. — Manager  Griffith  of 
the  State  Theatre  here  is  taking  all  the 
fun  out  of  life  for  some  of  his  small  boy 
patrons  who  enjoy  popping  their  pop- 
corn sacks  at  that  dramatic  moment  when 
the  screen  romance  is  climaxed  by  a long 
kiss. 

Griffith  is  seeing  to  it  the  sacks  are 
punctured  before  they  reach  his  juve- 
nile customers,  although  he  admits  that 
when  young  he  popped  many  a bag  him- 
self at  some  crucial  moment  during  a 
show. 

Fire  Regulations 
Rill  Dies  in  Iowa 

DES  MOINES — The  Iowa  house  of  repre- 
sentatives has  killed  bill  No.  147,  the  theatre 
fire  regulations  measure  proposed  by  the 
Iowa  projectionists  union. 

The  bill  would  have  required  all  theatres  in 
Iowa  to  obtain  an  annual  license  from  the 
state  fire  marshal,  undergo  an  annual  in- 
pection  by  the  state  and  to  submit  to  a leng- 
thy list  of  “fire  safety”  regulations. 

The  bill  was  tabled,  43  to  36,  when  it  ran 
into  a bevy  of  charges  that  “perhaps  the 
measure  has  some  good  in  it  but  its  terms 
are  far  too  broad.”  The  motion  to  table  the 
measure  was  a substitute  for  an  earlier  mo- 
tion to  refer  it  back  to  the  committee  for  re- 
writing. 

Leo  F.  Wolcott,  president  of  Iowa  Theatre 
Owners,  recently  denounced  the  bill  as 
“vicious”  in  a bulletin  sent  to  all  members. 

A1  Palladino  to  the  State, 
His  First  Downtowner 

OMAHA — A1  Palladino,  for  two  years  man- 
ager of  the  Dundee  Theatre,  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  State,  another  R.  D.  Gold- 
berg house. 

George  Allan  Schrimpf  will  succeed  Palla- 
dino at  the  Dundee.  Both  are  Omahans. 
This  is  Paladino’s  first  appointment  to  a 
downtown  theatre. 


MINNEAPOLIS — Brownout  effects  thus  far 
have  been  just  the  opposite  in  the  Twin 
Cities  from  what  had  been  anticipated.  In- 
stead of  business  falling  off  downtown  since 
“the  lights  went  out,”  it  has  held  to  its  pre- 
vious high  level,  while  trade  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  suburban  situations,  which,  it 
had  been  thought,  would  be  helped,  has 
dropped  sharply  from  a rather  low  point. 
This  fact  was  revealed  by  John  J.  Friedl, 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  president,  and 
independent  exhibitor  leaders. 

Downtown  managers  always  have  felt  that 
the  bright  lights  were  a magnet  that  brought 
many  prospective  neighborhood  patrons  to 
the  loop.  They  feared  that  when  the  down- 
town streets  were  darkened  many  people 
gradually  would  drift  back  to  their  neigh- 
borhood theatre  haunts. 

“Business  hasn’t  been  hurt  at  all  downtown 
so  far,  but  it  definitely  has  been  injured  in 
the  neighborhood  situations  by  the  brownout,” 
said  Friedl.  “It’s  just  the  reverse  of  what 
we  expected.  I can’t  figure  it  out.” 

One  explanation  forthcoming  from  a man- 
ager of  a downtown  theatre  is  that  the  dark 
streets  are  driving  into  the  houses  many  peo- 
ple who  formerly  were  content  to  roam  the 
pavements.  A more  plausible  reason  ad- 
vanced, however,  is  that  the  product  down- 
town has  continued  to  average  exceptionally 
high  in  quality,  while  that  in  the  uptown 
and  suburban  situations  since  the  brownout 
started  has  not  been  overly  strong,  all  in  all. 

It’s  pointed  out  in  trade  circles  that  this 
latter  explanation  shows  again  that  strong 
attractions  gross  well  despite  handicaps. 


Industry  Share  Is  $15,000 

OMAHA — Omaha  theatres  and  the  Filmrow 
accounted  for  $15,000  of  the  $29,000  collected 
in  Douglas  County  during  the  infantile  paral- 
ysis drive,  William  Miskell,  exhibitor  chair- 
man, announced. 


Julien  King  a Visitor 

DES  MOINES — Julien  King,  Film  Classics 
manager,  • visited  the  Nebraska  office  last 
week  and  conferred  with  Rhett  Owens.  Owens 
is  taking  an  extended  trip  into  northern  Ne- 
braska and  South  Dakota  this  week. 


A Daughter  to  the  Christensens 

HAVEN,  KAS. — Chet  Christensen,  operator 
of  the  Mount  Hope  and  the  Haven  theatres, 
and  Mrs.  Christensen  announce  the  birth  of 
a baby  girl,  Harriet  Gay,  January  23  at  Wes- 
ley Hospital  in  Wichita. 


New  Co-Op  Show  at  Nemaha 


By  VELMA  WEST  SYKES 

NEMAHA,  NEB. — Proving  the  old  adage 
that  where  there’s  a will  there’s  a way,  this 
little  town  now  has  a Saturday  night  show. 
Credit  for  it  goes  to  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  J.  O. 
Johnson.  The  latter,  as  agent  for  her  father’s 
estate,  the  late  Frank  Woodward,  recently 
obtained  joint  control  of  the  local  auditorium 
with  Elmer  E.  Allen,  former  banker,  and 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Walsh. 

Wishing  especially  to  provide  that  “some 
place  to  go  on  Saturday  night”  for  the 
young  people  of  the  town  (among  which 
were  several  of  her  own),  Mrs.  Johnson  tried 
to  interest  the  town  board  in  running  a 
picture  show.  Unable  to  convince  its  mem- 


bers of  the  advantages  to  be  gained,  even 
if  no  money  was  made  on  the  venture,  the 
young  matron  persuaded  the  co-owners  to 
help  her  start  the  show  and  the  town's  mer- 
chants to  contribute  $1.50  each  to  its  sup- 
port. The  films  come  from  the  Omaha  ex- 
change and  are  put  on  by  A.  H.  Kahout  of 
Tecumseh,  who  carries  his  own  screening 
equipment. 

The  only  criticism  of  the  shows  comes 
from  Mary  Elizabeth  Johnson,  aged  14.  Since 
there  are  not  always  enough  chairs,  planks 
have  been  improvised  for  overflows  and  be- 
cause her  mother  runs  the  show,  Mary  Eliza- 
beth sometimes  has  to  give  her  seat  to  other 
patrons.  Naturally  it  is  a loss  of  dignity  for 
a young  lady  of  14  to  have  to  sit  on  a plank! 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  24,  1945 


MW 


67 


OMAHA 


Jack  Connor,  Metro  exploiteer  who  has  been 
ill  several  weeks,  visited  the  office  several 
times  during  the  week  . . . Bill  Wink,  Warner 
salesman,  says  life  begins  at  40.  He  had  a 
birthday  Sunday  . . . For  Alice  Neal,  Warner 
office  manager,  this  was  her  12th  anniversary 
week  with  the  company. 

E.  L.  McAvoy,  Universal  short  subject  de- 
partment boss,  was  in  town  for  a meeting 
with  Universal  sales  personnel  . . . R.  D. 
Goldberg,  head  of  the  circuit  bearing  his 
name,  has  left  on  a New  York  trip  . . . Ray 
Cooley  of  the  navy  renewed  acquaintances 
along  the  Row  before  returning  to  Great 
Lakes,  111. 

Barbara  Riddle,  secretary  to  Office  Mana- 
ger Hazel  Andersen  of  M-G-M,  will  marry 
Gunner’s  Mate  Ed  Watson  of  the  navy  soon. 
Barbara  will  leave  in  two  or  three  weeks  for 
California  where  the  couple  will  live.  Having 
been  overseas  for  some  time,  Watson  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  in  the  U.S.  for  quite  a while. 

Betty  Samuelson  has  joined  the  staff  at 
the  Brandeis  Theatre  as  secretary-treasurer 
. . . J.  J.  Dietch,  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp. 
head  booker,  spent  several  days  here  from 
Des  Moines  . . . Herman  Wobber,  30th  anni- 
versary drive  chairman  for  20th-Fox,  and  M. 
A.  Levy,  district  manager  from  Minneapolis, 
were  in  the  city. 

Jimmie  Emerson,  seaman  son  of  Ted  Emer- 
son, Orpheum  manager,  is  in  sick  bay  at 
Farragut,  Idaho,  with  rheumatic  fever.  It 
will  be  five  or  six  weeks  before  he  returns  to 
active  duty  . . . The  San  Carlo  Opera  Co. 
will  be  here  March  24-25  at  the  city  audi- 
torium, featuring  “The  Barber  of  Seville”  and 
“Carmen.” 

John  Wetstone,  father  of  Minn  Longeran, 
M-G-M  inspector,  died  Sunday  and  funeral 
services  were  held  Tuesday.  All  of  the  ex- 
change’s inspection  department  and  most  of 
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Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 

Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 
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the  other  office  members  attended  . . . The 
Brandeis  will  start  its  bill  featuring  “The 
Three  Caballeros”  in  the  morning  on  both 
Sunday  and  Monday  to  get  in  extra  shows 
that  will  attract  children  . . . Ted  Emerson, 
Orpheum  manager,  reports  that  audience  re- 
action to  “Winged  Victory”  has  been  as  great 
as  any  picture  in  months. 

Under  a new  Tri-State  policy,  District 
Manager  William  Miskell  journeys  to  Des 
Moines  each  Sunday  for  a get-to-gether  on 
Monday  in  the  circuit’s  home  office.  Accom- 
panying him  each  time  are  several  managers 
from  his  territory.  Don  Shane,  Paramount 
manager;  Jimmy  Redmond  of  Falls  City,  and 
Wally  Kemp  of  Grand  Island  were  the  latest 
to  make  the  trip. 

The  story  is  going  around  that  Omaha  soon 
will  have  a drive-in  theatre  in  the  west  end 
. . . Jerry  Young,  youthful  friend  of  Lou 
Costello,  recently  received  a silver  money 
holder  from  the  film  star. 

Jack  Benny  had  chop  suey  while  appear- 
ing at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  last  week,  thanks  to 
three  Omaha  radio  men,  Bill  Wiseman,  Ray 
Clark  and  Lyle  De  Moss.  Jack  complained 
that  he  couldn't  get  chop  suey  in  the  Mis- 
souri town  and  when  he  made  that  crack 
there  this  time  the  Omahans  were  ready  for 
him  with  his  favorite  dish.  “Omaha,”  thun- 
dered Benny,  “I  love  you.” 

Russell  Baker,  former  Community  playhouse 
star,  is  featured  on  one  of  the  Yanks  in  the 
Orient  programs  transcribed  from  India  . . . 
The  General  Platoff  Don  Cossack  chorus, 
directed  by  Nicholas  Krostrukoff,  was  brought 
here  February  19  by  the  Omaha  Productions 
Co.,  in  an  attempt  to  establish  a light  opera- 
musical  company  here. 

Visitors  along  Filmrow  included:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Noff singer,  Madison;  Tom  Ken- 
yon, Genoa;  Carl  Johnson,  Red  Oak;  Lou 
Ireland,  Logan;  Louis  Weiner,  West  Theatre, 
Sioux  City,  Iowa;  L.  E.  Burke,  Deshler;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Kugel,  Holstein;  J.  D.  War- 
nock,  Battle  Creek;  R.  J.  Dalton,  Oxford,  and 
Nate  Sandler,  Missouri  Valley. 

Regional  Cross  Gathering 
At  Des  Moines  Sunday 

DES  MOINES — A regional  meeting  for  the 
Red  Cross  drive  will  be  held  here  Sunday  (25) 
at  the  Kirkwood  Hotel.  Branch  managers, 
salesmen  and  bookers  from  the  local  ex- 
changes and  local  theatre  managers  were  to 
attend.  No  outside  managers  made  the  trip 
because  of  OPA  regulations  limiting  conven- 
tions. 

E.  I.  Schnitzer,  UA  sales  executive  from  New 
York,  and  Martin  Smith,  Toledo,  president  of 
Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  America,  were  the 
speakers.  D.  C.  Kennedy,  manager  of  the 
M-G-M  exchange  here,  was  chairman  of  the 
meeting. 

It  was  announced  at  this  writing  that  out 
of  a possible  383  pledges  in  the  Des  Moines 
exchange  territory,  285  pledges  had  been  in. 


Mrs.  Peterson  Aids  Drive 

GREENFIELD,  MO. — The  March  of  Dimes 
drive  in  Dade  and  adjoining  Greene  County 
exceed  a goal  of  $9,005,  set  to  establish  a 
polio  ward  in  the  Springfield  Hospital  at 
Springfield  in  Greene  County.  Among  the 
special  contributions  was  one  by  the  Women’s 
Club  of  Greenfield  of  which  Mrs.  E.  A.  Peter- 
son, who  with  her  husband  operates  the  Plaza 
Theatre,  is  president. 


Newspapers  to  GIs 
Around  the  World 

PARKSTON,  S.  D. — Here’s  a community 
service  job  that  boys  from  the  old  home  town 
won’t  soon  forget. 

A.  P.  Wuebben  of  the  Alvero  Theatre  do- 
nated his  house  and  the  picture,  “Take  It  or 
Leave  It”  to  put  the  job  over. 

In  cooperation  with  Parkston  business  men, 
a special  benefit  show  was  staged  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  copies  of  the  local  news- 
papers for  Parkston  men  in  the  service. 

The  result  was  $426,  enough  to  send  344 
hometown  papers  out  to  hometowners  all 
over  the  world. 

Northwest  Trade  Rally 
For  Cross  on  Saturday 

MINNEAPOLIS— The  film  trade  here  will 
rally  again  to  the  Red  Cross  cause  at  a gala 
luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Nicollet  at  noon  this 
Saturday  (24).  With  speakers  from  the  na- 
tional WAC  special  entertainment  and  in- 
spirational features,  the  affair  is  expected 
to  send  the  theatres’  collection  drive  off  to 
an  enthusiastic  start. 

John  J.  Friedl,  WAC  chairman  here,  will 
preside  at  the  luncheon  at  which  he  says 
he  hopes  to  be  able  to  report  that  north- 
west theatres  have  been  signed  up  100  per 
cent  to  participate  in  the  campaign.  Get- 
ting a two  weeks’  head  start  on  the  rally, 
film  salesmen  and  other  industry  members 
have  been  busy  since  late  January  in  re- 
cruiting theatre  owners. 

Here  from  New  York  to  represent  the  WAC 
will  be  Bob  Mochrie,  RKO  general  sales 
manager;  M.  A.  Lightman,  Memphis  exhibi- 
tor and  a returned  veteran.  There  also  will 
be  several  local  speakers,  and  the  Red  Cross, 
the  army,  navy,  marines  and  Twin  City 
civic  representatives  there.  All  film  sales- 
men, branch  managers,  district  managers 
and  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  exhibitors  are 
expected  to  attend.  Sherman  Fitch,  RKO 
branch  manager  at  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  also 
will  be  on  hand. 

Because  of  the  present  restrictions  on  travel, 
the  only  out-of-town  exhibitors  attending, 
it  is  anticipated,  will  be  those  who  happen  to 
be  in  the  Twin  Cities  on  business. 


Omaha  State  to  2nd  Run 
35  Days  After  the  First 

OMAHA — The  State  Theatre,  operated  by 
R.  D.  Goldberg  Enterprises,  has  adopted  a 
new  second  run  policy  that  is  creating  a 
great  deal  of  excitement  in  Omaha.  The 
State  will  show  top  pictures  as  second  runs 
35  days  after  their  first  run  showing  here. 
Admission  will  be  50  cents. 

Already  booked  for  early  showings  are 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  “Since  You 
Went  Away,”  “Winged  Victory”  and  “Keys 
of  the  Kingdom.” 


K-MTA  Urges  Conserving 
Of  Pictures  Like  Coffee 

Kansas  City — A recent  bulletin  of  the 
Kansas-Missouri  Theatre  Ass’n  urges  ex- 
hibitors to  apply  wartime  conservation 
rules  in  picture  exhibition.  In  view  of  the 
reduction  in  raw  film  stock  it  is  suggested 
that  features  should  not  be  “wasted”  by 
playing  a picture  suitable  for  preferred 
time  at  an  off  time.  Double  bills,  the 
bulletin  states,  should  not  consume  an  ex- 
cessive amount  of  feature  attraction. 
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Marine  Projectionist  Claims  His 
Audiences  Are  World's  Worst 


DES  MOINES 


TI7 arners  has  two  new  employes.  They  are 
" Phyllis  Osborne,  new  booker’s  stenog- 
rapher, and  Bernice  Erickson,  biller.  Phyllis 
graduated  from  high  school  in  January,  and 
Bernice  comes  to  Filmrow  from  the  State 
Finance  Corp.  Mary  Owen,  formerly  biller  at 
Warners,  has  left  the  exchange. 

Bill  Brimmer  hit  the  road  again  last  week 
after  his  long  absence  . . . Herman  Kauffman 
writes  his  Warner  friends  that  he  is  still  in 
Paris,  but  would  like  to  be  back  in  Iowa  . . . 
Elmer  Tilton  is  doing  a lot  of  smiling  these 
days — proud  of  all  that  dental  work! 

Mary  Benjamin  returned  to  a desk  full  of 
work  after  her  trip  to  Florida  to  see  her 
daughter  married  . . . Maxine  Kaltenhauser 
and  Rosemary  Ricketts  of  Universal  cele- 
brated birthdays  . . . Dick  Geissinger,  Uni- 
versal shipper,  is  the  papa  of  a baby  boy 
born  February  19  . . . Mabel  Magnusson, 
biller  at  Universal,  has  moved  to  Norwalk, 
and  will  commute  back  and  forth  each  day. 

Clarence  Jamison,  who  has  operated  the 
A-Muse-U  theatre  in  Muscatine  for  the  past 
25  years,  will  have  lots  of  good  helpers  one 
of  these  days.  Clarence  and  his  wife  became 
the  parents  of  twin  sons  a few  months  ago. 
That  makes  two  of  each  for  the  Jamisons! 
Clarence  also  runs  a farm  in  addition  to  his 
theatre. 

Molly  Sandler  of  RKO  has  resigned  to  stay 
home  and  be  a housewife  . . . Nadine  Montray 
has  joined  the  RKO  staff  . . . Ellowene  Jen- 
sen of  Monogram  visited  in  Washington, 
Iowa,  over  the  weekend  . . . Bill  Mai'shino, 
M-G-M  checking  supervisor,  narrowly 
escaped  injury  when  his  car  was  involved 
in  a collision  near  Rockwell  City  last  week. 

Mrs.  Neil  Adair,  wife  of  Warners’  former 
booker,  is  being  feted  at  many  farewell  par- 
ties before  she  leaves  for  Hartford  to  live. 

Winners  of  Freckle-Face 
Contest  Are  Announced 

DES  MOINES— Winners  of  the  freckle-face 
contest,  conducted  in  connection  with  the 
showing  of  M-G-M’s  “National  Velvet”  here, 
were  Danny  Caster,  204  Terrace  Rd„  and  Jane 
Atwater,  2511  40th  St.  Seven  hundred  boys 
and  girls  participated  in  the  contest  in  the 
three  weeks  it  lasted.  Cooperating  with  the 
theatre  and  M-G-M  officials  were  George 
Higgens,  manager  of  KSO,  and  Wilson 
Brewer,  KSO  announcer. 

Judges  for  the  final  event,  staged  at  the 
Des  Moines  Theatre,  were  Ken  Lufkin,  pro- 
motion manager  for  KSO;  Eddie  Forrester, 
manager  of  the  Des  Moines  Theatre,  and  Mrs. 
Vivian  Winslow,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Des  Moines. 

The  two  winners  each  received  a $25  war 
bond,  and  were  interviewed  on  the  radio  after 
the  awards  were  made. 

Soak-the-Films  Tax  Bill 
Still  in  Author's  Hands 

DES  MOINES — Late  last  week,  the  Long 
“soak-the-films”  tax  proposal  had  not  yet 
been  filed  in  the  Iowa  house  of  representa- 
tives. Rep.  Harvey  Long  (Rep),  Clinton,  sev- 
eral weeks  ago  said  he  had  prepared  for  fil- 
ing a bill  to  charge  motion  picture  distribu- 
tors an  annual  license  fee  of  $1,000  plus  $1  for 
each  reel  sent  into  the  state  “for  use  where 
an  admission  fee  is  charged.” 

Long,  in  explaining  why  he  had  not  yet 
fiied  the  bill,  said  there  were  “a  couple  of 
angles  that  needed  more  work”  and  that  he 
is  planning  to  submit  the  bill  for  filing  later. 


By  SGT.  A.  D.  HAWKINS 

Ellsworth,  Me.,  Marine  Corps  Combat  Correspondent 

A SOUTH  PACIFIC  MARINE  BASE— (De- 
layed)— Marine  Cpl.  Stirling  T.  Welker,  36,  of 
Des  Moines  claims  that  he’s  the  most  abused 
marine  in  the  South  Pacific — and  perhaps 
he’s  right. 

Welker  is  the  motion  picture  projectionist 
of  a marine  coral-pit  theatre  here  which 
boasts  a seating  capacity  of  93  coconut  logs 
and  17  wooden  benches. 

“I  get  blamed  for  everything,”  the  Des 
Moines  marine  explained,  “even  if  the  actors 
do  a bad  job,  or  if  the  director  isn’t  on  the 
ball.” 

Coral  dust  clogs  Welker’s  projector,  bugs 
crawl  across  the  lens  (looking  like  prehistoric 
monsters  on  the  screen),  the  humidity  plays 
tricks  with  the  amplifier  and  often  the  film 
breaks. 

“Focus  it!  Knock  it  off!  Turn  up  the  sound! 
Get  a new  operator,”  the  audience  choruses 
while  Welker  stews  and  mutters. 

Welker  is  quite  allergic  to  such  remarks, 
especially  when  the  film  breaks.  Sometimes 
he  loses  his  patience,  sticks  his  head  out  of 
the  chicken-coop,  projection  booth  and 
screams,  “Who  do  you  think  I am?  Super- 
man?” 

Motion  pictures  not  only  haunt  the  projec- 
tionist in  his  dreams  (he  sleeps  in  the  booth), 
but  also  nag  him  throughout  the  day. 

Someone  is  always  tagging  him  with  ques- 
tions such  as,  “What’s  the  show  tonight?  Is 
it  any  good?”  not  once,  but  a hundred  times 
daily,  although  the  schedule  is  posted  on 
half-a-dozen  bulletin  boards. 

This  rides  his  nerves  more  than  the  film 
breaks  (he  prays  each  night  for  new  film), 
and  disturbs  him  most  at  chow  time,  caus- 
ing him  to  sputter  over  his  meals. 

“Sometimes,  I think  I’ve  got  the  most  criti- 
cal, impatient,  gum-beating,  unpredictable 
audience  in  the  world,”  Welker  confided. 

“Take  last  week,  for  instance.  The  night  it 
rained  so  hard.  The  fellows  sat  through  that 
downpour  without  a murmur  to  see  Gene  Tier- 
ney in  ‘Laura.’  Soaked  to  their  skins,  could 
hardly  see  the  screen,  or  hear  the  sound. 

“But  they  huddled  there  like  a bunch  of 
choir  boys.” 


The  former  Des  Moines  photographic  sales- 
man and  camera  technician  claims  that  he 
was  the  first  boy  usher  employed  afternoons 
by  the  Des  Moines  Theatre.  The  date  was 
Dec.  28,  1924.  The  film  was  “Peter  Pan.” 

“I  had  troubles  then,  too,”  Welker  recalled. 
"We  played  to  a full  house  my  first  day  on 
the  job,  and  I was  the  only  usher.” 

"Stay  in  Own  Back  Yard/' 
St.  Paulites  Are  Urged 

MINNEAPOLIS — In  a further  appeal  to 
St.  Paulites  to  attend  their  own  theatres, 
instead  of  going  to  Minneapolis  to  catch 
them,  Jules  Steele,  film  editor  of  the  St. 
Paul  Pioneer  Press  last  Sunday  ran  a large 
picture  and  a story  by  Bob  Stribley.  The 
picture  showed  the  Orpheum  and  Paramount 
theatres,  across  the  street  from  one  another, 
and  their  managers,  Lou  Golden  and  James 
Eshelman,  respectively,  set  in  shaking  hands 
with  each  other  atop  the  buildings. 

“Although  their  theatres  virtually  face 
each  other  on  opposite  sides  of  Seventh  St. 
between  Wabasha  and  St.  Peter  Sts.,  rival 
managers  look  in  the  same  direction,”  wrote 
Stribley.  “Both  see  St.  Paul  as  an  improved 
show  center  if  St.  Paulites  give  St.  Paul 
theatres  a better  break. 

“Eshelman  and  Golden  don’t  stand  on 
curbs  and  glare  at  each  other  across  the  way. 
They  save  their  scowls  for  alleged  St.  Paulites 
who  help  to  support  boxoffices  in  that  city 
over  yonder  and  then  crab  because  St.  Paul 
isn’t  a greater  show  spot. 

“ ‘If  home  folks  can  aid  St.  Paul  theatres 
by  going  to  shows  elsewhere,’  chirp  Golden 
and  Eshelman,  ‘the  Allies  can  take  Tokyo  by 
invading  Kansas  City,  Kas.’ 

“ ‘Civic  loyalty  always  has  appealed  to 
me,’  says  Eshelman.  ‘When  I don’t  see  a 
crowd  in  front  of  the  Paramount  I like  to 
see  it  in  front  of  another  St.  Paul  theatre.’ 

“Except  for  one  change,  Golden’s  state- 
ment is  the  same.  ‘Civic  loyalty  always  has 
appealed  to  me,’  piped  Golden.  ‘When  I don’t 
see  a crowd  in  front  of  the  RKO  Orpheum, 
I like  to  see  it  in  front  of  another  St.  Paul 
theatre.’  ” 


SUPERMAN? — “Who  do  you  think  I am?  Superman?”  That’s  what  Marine 
Cpl.  Stirling  T.  Welker  of  2702  Beaver  Ave.,  Des  Moines,  yells  to  an  impatient  audi- 
ence when  there’s  a South  Pacific  film  breakdown.  Welker  is  the  projectionist  of 
a marine  coral  pit  theatre  which  boasts  a seating  capacity  of  93  coconut  logs  and 
17  wooden  benches. 
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Paying  the  Nut  Only  One  of  Woes  MINNEAPOLIS 


Of  Producer,  W.  R.  Frank  Finds 


MINNEAPOLIS— W.  R.  Frank,  local  in- 
dependent circuit  magnate,  held  his  world 
premiere  of  his  second  individually  produced 
picture,  “A  Boy,  a Girl  and  a Dog,”  at 
one  of  the  Minneapolis  neighborhood  the- 
atres owned  by  the  company  of  which  he  is 
the  head — the  Avalon.  The  invited  guests 
comprised  children  of  Twin  City  orphanages 
and  of  other  underprivileged  groups. 

The  event  received  a lengthy  writeup  by 
Robert  E.  Murphy,  Minneapolis  Sunday 
Tribune  film  editor,  in  his  section  last  week. 

Frank  presented  two  of  the  young  girls  in 
the  audience  with  dresses  worn  by  Sharyn 
Moffett,  child  actress  who  appeared  in  “My 
Pal  Wolf”  and  who  costars  in  “A  Boy, 
a Girl  and  a Dog”  with  eight-year-old  Jerry 
Hunter.  He  also  served  refreshments  to  the 
kiddies. 

Murphy  in  his  article  related  how  the 
Frank  picture  happened  to  be  produced. 

Buys  Yarn  in  a Day 

“He  got  a screen  treatment  of  the  ‘Boy, 
Girl  and  Dog’  story  in  a group  of  yarns 
from  an  agency,”  related  Murphy.  “He  read 
it  at  noon,  decided  that  it  was  what  he 
wanted,  and  made  a deal  for  it  at  night.  It 
was  at  that  time  that  one  of  a producer’s 
prime  duties,  paying  bills,  began. 

“Then  Frank  sought  a director,  Herbert 
Klein,  one  of  the  story’s  coauthors,  was 
picked  for  this  job.  Klein  worked  with 
Frank  as  did  Fred  Kane,  his  associate  pro- 
ducer, in  selecting  a cast.  The  privilege  of 
paying  bills,  however,  remained  Frank's. 

“Frank  discovered  young  Jerry  Hunter  in 
his  search  for  kid  stars.  He  screentested  a 
half  dozen  boys  and  a half  dozen  girls  and 
tried  out  a new  wrinkle  in  showing  the 
screen  tests  in  some  of  his  theatres  in  this 
locality  and  asking  the  audiences  to  vote  for 
their  preferences. 

“Jerry  was  almost  a unanimous  selection. 
Little  Miss  Moffett  had  a decided  majority, 
so  the  two  were  selected.  Harry  Davenport, 
a veteran  and  expert  character  actor,  was 
signed.  A pooch  named  Hobo,  of  miscel- 
laneous ancestry  but  high  intelligence,  was 
picked  for  the  part  of  the  dog,  Lucky.  Dur- 
ing all  this,  Frank  paid  bills. 

“A  camera  crew  was  hired  in  a body,  and 
technical  men  rounded  up,  Frank  dealing 
with  52  unions  in  the  process.  And  still 
paying  bills.  Frank  decided  to  play  the  role 
of  an  army  colonel  himself.  He  had  to  pay 
a standby  actor  to  clear  with  the  Screen 
Actors’  Guild.  He  lined  up  cooperation  of 
the  army,  which  trains  dogs  at  Ft.  Mc- 
Arthur. Seven  times  the  troupe  went  on 
location  to  the  army  camp  or  to  a jungle 
setting.  The  director  is  boss  on  the  set, 
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but  the  producer  sticks  around  to  settle 
arguments  and  make  decisions.  And  pay 
bills. 

Kids  and  Dogs  Spoil  Scenes 

“Frank  found  that  handling  child  actors 
is  one  problem  and  handling  animal  actors 
is  another,  and  handling  both  together  is 
an  invitation  to  a booby  hatch.  He  found 
that  child  actors  have  professional  jealousy 
just  as  adults  do  but  fewer  inhibitions.  A 
casual  pinch  or  shove  in  the  right  place 
would  spoil  a scene. 

“This  sort  of  thing,  during  38  days  of 
shooting,  cost  him,  he  estimates,  an  extra 
$75,000.  He  kept  on  paying  bills.  Each  day 
he  and  his  staff  viewed  the  rushes  and  had 
conferences.  When  the  shooting  was  about 
finished,  recording  of  incidental  music  and 
editing  began.  The  producer  hangs  over  these 
proceedings.  And  pays  bills. 

“Comes  the  day  when  he  has  a complete 
film  in  the  can,  ready  to  be  duplicated  in 
prints.  He  shows  it  to  the  public  and  pos- 
sibly makes  changes  after  testing  reaction 
of  his  audiences.  Frank,  as  an  exhibitor, 
holds  he  has  the  exhibitor’s  viewpoint  and 
therefore  can  judge  what  will  do  well  at  the 
boxoffice.  He  now  is  seeking  a Minnesota 
farm  story,  because  he  believes  people  would 
like  to  see  that  sort  of  thing.  And,  like  all 
producers,  he  is  willing  to  pay  bills  to  prove 
it.” 

Frank’s  first  individually  produced  picture 
was  “Enemy  of  Women,”  originally  called 
“The  Private  Life  of  Dr.  Paul  Joseph  Goeb- 
bels.”  He  also  produced  three  other  pictures 
in  association  with  others,  including  “The 
Devil  and  Daniel  Webster,”  "Syncopation” 
and  a Jack  London  story. 


Ahead  on  Nebraska  Fair 

OMAHA — Plans  are  going  ahead  to  hold 
the  Nebraska  state  fair  again  in  1945,  “un- 
less war  conditions  prevent,”  E.  J.  Miille,  sec- 
retary of  the  board,  stated.  Dates  are  Sep- 
tember 2-7.  Miille  pointed  out  federal  agen- 
cies have  made  no  request  to  cancel  fairs. 
Travel  restrictions  may  hit  attendance,  he 
admitted.  Question  of  holding  the  usual 
horse  racing  sessions  prior  to  the  fair  was 
not  mentioned. 


WLB  Raids  Exchanges 

MINNEAPOLIS — Republic  is  another  ex- 
change to  suffer  on  account  of  the  new 
WLB  manpower  directive.  It  will  lose  its 
head  shipper,  Ray  Knaus,  who  has  been 
ordered  by  his  draft  board  to  find  employ- 
ment in  an  essential  war  industry.  Twen- 
tieth-Fox already  has  lost  three  of  its  staff, 
including  its  North  Dakota  salesman,  Sol 
Malisow. 


Film  Folk  Judge  Beauty 

DES  MOINES — Several  Filmrow  executives 
were  judges  in  the  recent  beauty  contest  at 
Drake  University  here;  namely,  Dorothy  Day, 
Tri-  and  Central  States;  Mel  Evidon,  manager 
of  the  Columbia  exchange;  Jack  Kennedy, 
M-G-M  manager,  and  A.  J.  McGough, 
M-G-M  exploiteer. 


Opening  Marionville  House 

MARION VILLE,  MO.— O.  F.  Bolinger  is 
opening  a new  theatre  here.  Bolinger  owns 
the  Times  Theatre  at  Hot  Springs,  N.  C., 
near  Asheville. 


LJerman  Wobber,  20th-Fox  western  division 
manager,  was  here  for  a sales  meeting  in 
connection  with  the  company’s  30th  anniver- 
sary drive  for  which  he  is  campaign  captain. 
He  was  accompanied  to  Omaha  and  Des 
Moines  by  M.  A.  Levy,  district  manager,  for 
similar  meetings  . . . Exhibitors  were  still 
raving  about  “Song  to  Remember”  after  at- 
tending Columbia’s  invitation  screening  and 
cocktail  party. 

LeRoy  J.  Miller,  Universal  manager,  at- 
tended the  funeral  of  a friend  in  Omaha 
. . . Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Jack  Wright,  Red  Wing,  Minn.;  Leo 
Allender,  Northome,  Kelleher  and  Little  Fork, 
Minn.;  H.  Rolbicki,  Arcadia,  Minn.;  Jack  Hey- 
wood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.,  and  Don  Buckley, 
Redwood  Falls,  Minn.  Buckley’s  son  has 
joined  the  army  air  corps  and  Don  and  his 
wife  were  here  to  bid  him  godspeed. 

Ben  Marcus,  Columbia  district  manager, 
was  here  from  Kansas  City  . . . Bill  Muss- 
man,  Paramount  salesman,  soon  will  be  able 
to  leave  the  hospital  and  go  home  . . . The 
Universal  exchange  is  undergoing  redecora- 
tion job  . . . Georgia  Yerxa,  head  RKO  in- 
spector, is  off  on  her  honeymoon. 

Under  the  new  WLB  directives,  exchanges 
here  are  having  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
replacements  for  the  men  they've  lost  to  war 
industries  and  many  are  running  short- 
handed.  Some  of  the  managers  are  doubling 
as  shippers  . . . Phyllis  Betz,  former  member 
of  Universal’s  office  staff  who  is  a member 
of  the  Wacs,  was  home  on  furlough  . . . Ben 
Blotcky,  Paramount  manager,  is  jubilant  be- 
cause “Here  Come  the  WAVES”  is  doing 
smash  business  through  the  territory. 

Many  members  of  the  industry  present  at 
the  finals  of  the  Golden  Gloves  tournament 
at  the  Auditorium  last  Monday  night.  Among 
those  sighted  at  the  ringside  were  Harry 
Dryer,  Walter  Hoffman,  Jack  Cohen,  Abe 
Kaplan,  Fred  Ableson  and  Bob  Ableson,  all 
dyed-in-the-wool  fight  fans  . . . James  Gray, 
Pioneer  Press  drama  editor,  went  to  Hershey, 
Pa.,  to  catch  “Ice-Capades  of  1945”  in  ad- 
vance of  its  St.  Paul  engagement. 


Hopkinton  Theatre  Corp. 

Is  Organized  in  Iowa 

DES  MOINES — Incorporation  papers  were 
filed  in  the  Polk  County  district  court  last 
week  by  the  Hopkinton  Theatre  Corp.,  Hop- 
kinton, Iowa.  Capital  stock  was  listed  at 
$5,000.  The  president  is  Russell  Lux,  and  the 
secretary  was  listed  as  Ray  F.  Billings. 

Minneapolis  RKO  Leads 
Ned  Depinet  Sales  Drive 

MINNEAPOLIS — For  the  third  successive 
week  the  RKO  branch  here  held  down  first 
place  in  the  Ned  Depinet  sales  contest.  The 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  branch  was  in  fourth  place 
for  the  second  week. 


His  Success  to  Home  Town 

OMAHA — That  boyhood  dream  of  making 
good  in  the  big  time  and  bringing  your  success 
back  to  the  old  home  town  will  be  realized 
here  March  7 by  Writer  Colin  Clements.  He 
is  coauthor  of  the  historical  drama  of  the 
life  of  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  “Harriet,”  star- 
ring Helen  Hayes.  It  will  be  presented  at  the 
Omaha  Theatre. 

A farm  near  here  was  the  scene  of  his  early 
life.  He  entered  South  Omaha  High  School 
in  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clements  now  live  on 
a ranch  in  southern  California. 
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Two  Oscars  Predicted 
For  Barry  Fitzgerald 

MINNEAPOLIS— Jules  L.  Steele,  St.  Paul 
Pioneer  Press  film  critic,  in  his  Sunday  col- 
umn, predicted  the  winners  of  the  awards 
based  on  the  vote  of  9,000  members  of  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences. 

“Sticking  his  neck  out,  the  writer  is  fore- 
casting that  Barry  Fitzgerald  for  the  first 
time  in  the  Academy’s  history,  will  receive 
two  Oscars;  one  for  being  the  best  actor  in 
1944  and  the  other  for  being  best  supporting 
actor,”  wrote  Steele.  “His  work  in  ‘Going  My 
Way,’  in  my  opinion,  stands  out  like  a sore 
thumb.  It  probably  will  be  a close  race  for 
the  best  actress  preformance  between  Ingrid 
Bergman  for  her  work  in  ‘Gaslight’  and 
Claudette  Colbert  for  ‘Since  You  Went  Away.’ 

“Aline  MacMahon’s  performance  in  ‘Dragon 
Seed,’  I think,  gives  her  the  right  to  get  an 
Oscar  in  the  class  of  the  best  supporting 
actress. 

“The  best  direction  of  a picture  should  go 
to  Leo  McCarey,  who  directed  ‘Going  My 
Way.’  With  less  discerning  direction,  it  would 
have  turned  out  ‘just  another  picture.’  ” 

Tax  Refunds  Due  Many 
Workers,  It  Is  Said 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  trade  here  believes 
that  the  very  considerable  number  of  in- 
come tax  refunds  which  it  is  expected  the 
government  will  have  to  make  to  workers 
generally  will  be  a boxoffice  help  in  the 
coming  months.  This  may  help  to  offset 
postwar  adverse  influences,  such  as  less  em- 
ployment and  reduced  wage  scales,  it  is 
pointed  out.  The  backlog  of  savings  in  the 
shape  of  war  bonds  also  is  counted  upon 
as  an  aid  to  grosses,  trade  leaders  say. 

In  a large  number  of  instances,  it  is  be- 
lieved, amounts  withheld  by  employers  under 
the  present  rates  are  larger  than  the  sums 
due  by  the  individual  taxpaying  workers. 

Deposits  at  542  Banks 
In  Iowa  Up  Last  Year 

DES  MOINES — The  542  Iowa  banks  under 
supervision  of  the  state  department  of  bank- 
ing showed  an  increase  of  232  million  dollars 
in  deposits  during  1944  to  hit  an  all-time 
high  mark  of  $1,138,000,000. 

During  the  same  period  assets  increased 
$237,443,376,  and  stood  at  $1,203,486,161  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

A feature  which  the  banking  department 
termed  remarkable  is  that  in  spite  of  the 
large  amount  subscribed  by  lowans  to  three 
war  loan  drives  during  1944,  savings  and 
other  interest  bearing  time  deposits  increased 
$50,670,000. 


Dimes  Reports  to  $70,000 

DES  MOINES — A.  H.  Blank,  chairman  of 
the  lowa-Nebraska  motion  pictures  March  of 
Dimes  drive,  has  announced  that  more  than 
$70,000  has  been  contributed  by  Iowa  theatre- 
goers with  100  theatres  yet  to  report.  The 
Des  Moines  and  West  Des  Moines  collections 
amounted  to  $10,979.83.  A total  of  $110,000  has 
been  reported  collected  in  the  two-state  area. 


Opera  House  Now  Garage 

FREDERICKSBURG,  IOWA— The  45-year- 
old  Opera  House  has  been  sold  to  Harry 
Laabs,  garage  operator,  for  $5,000.  He  will 
convert  it  into  a garage.  In  recent  years,  the 
first  floor  of  the  building  has  been  used  as 
a theatre  and  dance  hall,  and  the  second 
floor  as  a Masonic  lodge  room.  Last  year 
the  motion  picture  equipment  was  sold. 


MIDWEST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


N.  W.  Huston  remem- 
bers paying  $21  a week 
for  film  service  at  the 
old  Bonham,  Clay  Cen- 
ter, Kas.,  in  1911.  After 
selling  his  newspaper 
in  Manhattan,  he 
bought  the  daily  in 
Columbus,  Kas.,  and 
in  1916,  acquired  the 
theatre  there.  At  pres- 
ent he  owns  the  Lib- 
erty and  Maywood  in 
Columbus  and  Galena, 
Kas.,  respectively.  He  was  postmaster  of  Co- 
lumbus 12  years  and  mayor  of  the  town  from 
1937  to  1939.  From  1915  to  1927  he  was  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Columbus  Daily  Advo- 
cate. He  has  no  special  hobbies — just  pictures 
and  plenty  of  cherry  pie. 

George  J.  Ehlers  began 
his  career  in  the  in- 
dustry Mar.  1,  1917.  He 
now  operates  the  Sher- 
burn  at  Sherburn, 

Minn.,  and  the  Tri- 
Mont,  Triumph,  Minn. 

The  former  seats  440 
and  the  latter  265.  One 
son,  Clifford,  is  man- 
ager of  the  Tri-Mont; 
as  for  his  remaining 
two  sons,  Willis  is  in 
the  coast  guard  at  Se- 
attle, and  George  is  in  the  marines  at  Pearl 
Harbor.  He  also  has  one  married  daughter, 
Viola.  Affiliated  with  no  exhibitor  organiza- 
tion, he  belongs  to  the  Sherburn  school  board. 
In  addition  Ehlers  derives  considerable  pleas- 
ure from  occasional  hunting  and  fishing  trips. 


Carl  A.  Botkin  entered 
this  business  back  in 
the  silent  days  when 
patrons  were  few  and 
far  between.  He  claims 
“The  Sheik”  was  his 
favorite  picture,  as  it 
started  him  on  the 
road  to  prosperity. 
Owner  of  the  Harper 
Theatre,  Harper,  Kas., 
Botkin  decided  to  keep 
“everything  in  the 
family,”  and  relin- 
quished the  management  of  the  house  to  his 
son  Carl  jr„  three  years  ago.  Carl  jr.,  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Harper  Business  Men’s  Ass’n, 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Both 
are  Lions,  like  hunting  and  fishing  and  are 
unaffiliated  with  exhibitor  organizations. 


Frank  A.  Matuska 

bought  the  Scenic, 

Jackson,  Minn.,  in 
1912.  The  theatre  was 
located  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  hardware 
store  owned  by  Ma- 
tuska and  his  brother- 
in-law.  In  1913  they 
built  the  Grand,  later 
dissolving  partnership, 
the  theatre  going  to 
Matuska,  the  hardware 
to  his  brother-in-law. 

Matuska  erected  the  present  State,  Jackson, 
in  1926.  He  is  an  alderman  from  the  second 
ward,  has  served  on  the  city  council  many 
years  and  is  a member  of  the  Foresters.  He 
has  seven  children,  two  in  the  industry;  Lil- 
lian is  his  cashier,  Joseph  his  manager. 


A banker  turned  ex- 
hibitor is  E.  E.  Morris, 
who  in  1924  entered 
the  latter  field  at  Eagle 
Grove,  Iowa.  This  ven- 
ture evidently  paid  divi- 
dends, for  today  he  is 
co-owner  of  the  Prin- 
cess Theatre  in  Eagle 
Grove,  his  first  loca- 
tion. Formerly  the  sole 
owner  of  the  Princess, 
a half  interest  was  sold 
to  Central  States  in 
1937.  Actively  interested  in  civic  affairs,  he 
is  a member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  a past  president.  Morris  is  affiliated 
with  the  country  club  of  his  town  and  is 
a Mason.  Golf  is  his  favorite  sport.  He  is 
enthusiastic  over  progress  for  the  industry. 

Practically  born  in 
show  business  Frank 
J.  McCarthy  came  to 
Missoula,  Mont.,  where 
his  father  swapped 
shares  in  a copper 
mine  for  the  Bijou 
Theatre.  After  school 
hours  he  performed 
various  odd  jobs  as 
billboy,  janitor,  usher 
and  doorman.  Follow- 
ing a few  years’  experi- 
ence in  Watertown 
and  Aberdeen  as  projectionist  and  manager, 
he  purchased  the  Bijou,  Huron,  S.  D.  The  era 
of  sound  pictures  began  at  this  time  and  Mc- 
Carthy built,  especially  for  sound,  the  new 
State,  Brookings,  S.  D.  In  1941  he  razed  the 
old  Opera  House  and  erected  the  College. 


Fred  Holzapfel  built 
his  Broadway,  Minne- 
apolis, in  1920,  and  it 
still  remains  one  of  the 
most  popular  theatres 
in  the  neighborhood. 
Son  Fred’s  interest  in 
the  theatre  is  for  the 
moment  suspended  as 
he  is  a lieutenant  in 
the  marine  corps. 
When  Fred  sr.  is  not 
actually  operating  his 
800-seat  house  he  may 
be  found  fishing,  hunting,  playing  golf  or 
fraternizing  at  the  West  Broadway  Commer- 
cial Club,  the  North  Side  Commercial  Club  or 
the  Elks  Lodge.  Although  interested  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  he  declines  public  office.  He  be- 
longs to  no  exhibitor  organization. 


Clifford  L.  Niles  of 

Anamosa,  Iowa,  start- 
ed in  1893  as  usher  and 
rose  to  manager  by 
1902.  As  soon  as  motion 
pictures  made  their 
appearance,  Niles  was 
quick  to  take  them  up. 

The  Niles  became  the 
name  for  his  new  the- 
atre in  1924.  His  son, 

Charles,  is  now  his 
partner.  He  also  has 
five  daughters.  A di- 
rector of  Allied  Exhibitors  of  Iowa,  Niles  was 
member  of  the  Iowa  State  Board  of  Conserva- 
tion for  two  years,  and  the  State  Highway 
Commission  for  four.  He  owns  and  operates 
the  Anamosa  Eureka.  The  year  Hammil  was 
elected  governor,  Niles  managed  his  campaign. 
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Columnist  Says  Hollywood  Doesn't 
Even  Know  St.  Paul  Is  On  Map 


MINNEAPOLIS— Jules  L.  Steele  in  the 
St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press  reported  that  there 
has  been  a sharp  increase  in  the  number  of 
inquiries  reaching  his  desk  concerning  show- 
ing of  films  in  Minneapolis,  rival  Twin  City, 
one  or  two  weeks  before  release  in  St.  Paul. 
In  the  article,  Steele,  who  is  the  newspa- 
per’s film  editor,  also  slapped  Hollywood  for 
thinking,  apparently,  that  Minneapolis  is 
the  only  Twin  City  and  that  the  city  of 
St.  Paul  doesn’t  even  exist. 

“The  number  of  inquiries  reaching  my 
desk  as  to  why  motion  pictures  are  shown 
in  Minneapolis  theatres  usually  one  or  two 
weeks  before  they  are  exhibited  in  St.  Paul 
has  sharply  increased  since  the  first  of  the 
year,”  wrote  Steele.  “Just  the  other  day  a 
fan  told  me  she  had  viewed  ‘I’ll  Be  See- 
ing You’  in  Minneapolis  and  how  impressed 
she  was  by  it.  ‘Why  didn’t  you  wait  a couple 
of  weeks  and  see  it  over  here?’  I asked.  ‘Oh, 
that’s  too  long  a time  to  wait,’  she  replied. 
'I  wanted  to  see  it  right  away.’ 

Pay  Two  Fares  and  Cross  River 

“Hundreds  of  fans,  especially  in  the  Mid- 
way district,  take  the  same  attitude.  They 
regularly  cross  the  river,  paying  two  fares 
— if  they  go  by  tram — to  see  the  same  pro- 
grams that  will  be  shown  here  one,  two  or 
even  three  weeks  later.  ‘Brand  new  stuff’ 
always  has  a special  appeal  for  the  masses — 
I don’t  know  why.  Probably  another  quirk 
in  human  nature. 

“For  the  life  of  me,  I can’t  figure  why 
St.  Paul  theatres  almost  always  show  a 
movie  feature  much  later  than  it  starts  in 
Minneapolis.  It  is  only  once  or  twice  a year 
that  we  get  a picture  before  it  is  shown 
across  the  river. 

“Of  course,  it  is  well  known  that,  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  film,  the  number  of  prints 
of  each  motion  picture  has  been  drastically 
curtailed.  But,  it  seems  to  me,  there  is  no 
excuse  for  this  situation.  The  only  fair 
solution  is  that  the  new  pictures,  as  they 
come  in  to  the  Minneapolis  film  exchanges, 
be  alternated  between  the  two  cities;  that 
they  be  shown  in  one  city  first  one  week 
and  in  the  other  city  first  the  next  week. 

A “Suburb  of  Minneapolis” 

“While  on  the  subject  I might  as  well 
get  a few  other  details  off  my  chest.  St. 
Paul  is  seemingly  off  the  map  as  far  as 
Hollywood  is  concerned.  Many  of  the  movie 
stars  and  executives  connected  with  that 
industry  conduct  themselves  as  though  they 
never  heard  of  it.  Minneapolis?  Oh,  sure, 
that’s  where  all  the  theatres  worthwhile 
visiting  are  situated.  That’s  where  all  the 
biggest  pictures  are  shown.  St.  Paul?  Well, 
if  it’s  in  Minnesota  it  must  be  a suburb  of 
Minneapolis. 

“It  has  happened  many  times  that  mail 
from  Hollywood  has  reached  me  addressed 
to  the  Pioneer  Press  or  the  Dispatch,  Minne- 
apolis! Our  citizens  are  not  blameless  for 
these  conditions — far  too  many — continue  to 
aid  in  the  idea  that  St.  Paul  wags  the 
cinematic  tail  of  her  sister  city  by  regularly 
declaring  gala  evenings  in  which  they  at- 
tend a theatre  in  the  Minneapolis  loop 
where  they  see  the  very  same  pictures  they 
could  enjoy  a week  or  so  later  if  they  stayed 
in  their  own  home  town,  thereby  saving  gaso- 
line and  tempers.” 


Chouinard  Back  to  UA 

MINNEAPOLIS — Casper  Chouinard,  who 
resigned  from  the  20th-Fox  sales  staff,  has 
joined  United  Artists  as  a salesman.  He  was 
with  the  latter  company  before  he  went  to 
20th-Fox. 


City  Fireman  Off  Duty 
Quiets  Panicky  Crowd 

Kansas  City — Someone  in  the  Pic 
Theatre  audience  shouted: 

“The  show’s  on  fire!” 

There  was  smoke  in  the  air.  (It  came 
from  a popcorn  machine.)  A fire  truck’s 
siren  was  shrieking.  (It  was  going  to  a 
grass  fire.)  But  there  was  no  fire  in  the 
theatre. 

“Sit  down;  there  isn’t  any  fire!” 

The  voice  was  that  of  a city  fireman, 
off  duty  and  enjoying  the  picture.  Quiet 
quickly  was  restored. 

Repeat  and  Reissue 
Runs  at  High  Mark 

MINNEAPOLIS — Because  of  product  short- 
age caused  principally  by  record  number  of 
long  loop  first  runs  and  aggravated  by  cur- 
tailed Hollywood  production,  Twin  City 
neighborhood  and  suburban  situations  are 
going  in  for  repeat  engagements  and  reissues 
on  the  largest  scale  in  the  industry's  his- 
tory here.  They  say  they’ve  been  “driven” 
to  this  policy  and  double  featuring  of  £1  pic- 
tures even  on  Sundays  and  that  they  are  suf- 
fering financially  while  loop  first  run  houses 
prosper. 

On  one  recent  change  no  less  than  ten  local 
neighborhood  and  suburban  theatres  were 
playing  repeats  or  reissues. 

Threaten  DofJ  Appeal 

It  has  reached  a stage  where  the  antag- 
onistic exhibitor  leaders  here  are  demanding 
that  the  industry  pronto  solve  the  problem 
on  penalty  of  having  them  carry  their  griev- 
ances to  the  federal  department  of  justice, 
“if  necessary.” 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  operating 
the  downtown  first  run  houses,  concede  that 
the  problem  exists,  but  they’re  unable  to  fig- 
ure out  a solution.  It  is  a tough  one,  they  say. 

The  MAC  officials  point  out  that  it  would 
be  manifestly  unfair  to  producers  to  give 
their  pictures  any  less  than  the  entire  first 
run  playing  time  that  their  boxoffice  show- 
ings merit,  since  producers  must  depend  upon 
first  run  engagements  for  the  vast  bulk  of 
their  revenue  and  that  such  engagements  fre- 
quently determine  subsequent  run  playing 
time. 

Incompatible  Attitudes 

Pictures  are  piling  up  on  exchange  shelves, 
but  distributors,  who  don’t  relish  the  situa- 
tion of  unplayed  releases,  either,  still  insist 
upon  all  that  the  traffic  will  bear  in  the  way 
of  long  first  runs  as  far  as  their  own  prod- 
uct is  concerned.  The  two  things,  of  course, 
just  don’t  go  together. 

“They  want  their  own  pictures  played  as 
soon  after  release  dates  as  possible  and  still 
they  insist  on  the  longest  possible  runs  for 
their  films,”  said  one  trade  spokesman  here. 
“You  can’t  have  your  cake  and  eat  it  and  you 
can’t  expect  one  sort  of  treatment  for  an- 
other competing  distributor  than  you  demand 
for  yourself.” 

It  is  pointed  out  that  with  the  decrease  in 
prints  the  situation  will  become  worse. 

This  always  has  been  a single  feature  ter- 
ritory and  there  is  some  alarm  now  among 
exhibitor  leaders  over  “the  growing  twin  bill 
menace.”  As  far  as  the  MAC  is  concerned, 
the  big  chain  contemplates  no  extension  of 
double  featuring  in  its  neighborhood  houses, 


or,  for  that  matter,  downtown,  despite  the 
fact  that  competing  neighborhood  theatres 
are  going  increasingly  for  the  policy,  Presi- 
dent John  J.  Friedl  says. 

“The  single  feature  policy  has  proved  satis- 
factory for  us  and  we  believe  it  is  the  best 
that  we  can  utilize,”  he  remarks. 

Some  Independents  Pass  Up  Deals 
Because  of  Percentage  Demands 

MINNEAPOLIS — With  Universal,  Columbia 
and  RKO  joining  the  ranks  of  M-G-M,  20th- 
Fox  and  Warner  Bros,  in  demanding  per- 
centage terms  here,  local  independent  ex- 
hibitors who  always  have  fought  percentage 
vigorously  complain  that  their  burdens  are 
growing  heavier.  Some  are  even  passing  up 
outstanding  boxoffice  pictures  at  a time  when 
product  is  scarce  and  resort  often  to  reissues, 
return  engagements  and  double  featuring  of 
B pictures  on  the  Sunday  change. 

Universal  and  Columbia  are  demanding 
percentage  the  first  time,  the  former  for  two 
pictures  and  the  latter  for  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member.” 

“The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  was  one  of 
the  year’s  biggest  grossers  in  its  loop  first 
urn  and  in  its  initial  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  neighborhood  dates,  but  many  Twin  City 
independents  are  refusing  to  make  a deal  for 
the  RKO  release  on  account  of  the  per- 
centage terms. 

M-G-M,  20th-Fox,  Paramount  and  Warner 
Bros,  all  have  percentage  deals. 

Kaycee  Run  of  "Alaska" 
Highly  Synthetic 

KANSAS  CITY — Those  little  typographical 
gremlins  that  infest  every  printing  shop  made 
a distressing  error  on  last  week’s  Barometer 
page.  Monogram’s  “Alaska,”  which  has  been 
making  a good  boxoffice  record  for  itself,  was 
listed  with  only  100  per  cent  for  a Kansas 
City  first  run.  This  brought  down  its  rating 
to  an  average  of  129  instead  of  the  134  it 
should  have  had — and  the  picture  had  not 
shown  yet  in  Kansas  City.  This  week  the 
corrected  report  appears  on  the  Barometer 
page — if  the  gremlins  have  been  kept  under 
control. 

Films  and  Radio  Discussed 
At  Omaha  Women's  Club 

OMAHA — Motion  pictures  and  radio  were 
topics  of  Omaha  Women’s  Club  program 
held  Monday  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Charles  M. 
Edwards,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Foutz  and  Mrs.  M.  F. 
Simmons  of  the  motion  picture  and  radio 
committee.  Irving  E.  Deer  talked  on  “The 
Contribution  of  Motion  Pictures  to  a Demo- 
cratic World  Order.” 


Stars'  Landlord  Now 

OMAHA — John  F.  Gisch,  who  25  years  ago 
began  a spectacular  hotel  career  here  as  a 
bell  boy  and  became  owner  and  operator  of 
half  a dozen  hotels  here,  now  is  host  to  film 
stars  in  Hollywood.  Selling  his  last  hotel 
here,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gisch  have  purchased  the 
Marsden  Apartment  Hotel  for  $325,000  in 
Hollywood.  The  91-apartment  hotel  is  near 
the  film  capital  and  houses  many  important 
Hollywood  people.  The  Gisches  will  leave  here 
March  2. 


Des  Moines  'Girls'  Preview 

DES  MOINES — Paramount  held  a special 
preview  presentation  of  the  new  color  musi- 
cal comedy,  “Bring  On  the  Girls,”  at  the 
Ingersoll  Theatre  here  last  week.  Members 
of  the  press  and  industry  attended. 


Fred  Armington  Back 

DES  MOINES — Fred  Armington,  M-G-M 
office  manager,  has  returned  from  a two- 
week  trip  to  New  York  City. 
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Minneapolis  Honors 
Taken  by  "Have  Not" 

MINNEAPOLIS— “To  Have  and  Have  Not” 
was  the  strongest  boxoffice  contender  among 
the  films  the  past  week  and  turned  in  highly 
creditable  business  for  the  State.  The  Or- 
pheum  also  did  moderately  well  with  Henry 
Busse’s  orchestra  and  acts  on  the  stage  and 
the  film  “Hangover  Square.”  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis”  and  the  combination  of  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES”  and  “Fighting  Lady,”  in  their 
fourth  and  third  weeks,  respectively,  still 
were  powerful.  Another  holdover  was  “Guest 
in  the  House,”  in  its  third  week. 

(Average  is  100) 

Aster — The  Last  Ride  (WB);  Army  Wives  (Mono). .100 
Century — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para);  Fighting 


Lady  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 150 

Gopher — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 100 

Lyric — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 160 

Orpheum — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox),  stage 

show  125 

Radio  City — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 100 

State — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 170 

World — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  3rd  wk 100 


"Victory,"  Backed  by  Absenteeism 
Campaign,  High  at  Omaha 

OMAHA — “Winged  Victory,”  helped  by  a 
local  campaign  by  the  War  Manpower  Com- 
mission and  Omaha  Chamber  of  Commerce 
against  absenteeism  in  war  plants  of  the 
area,  ran  away  with  the  boxoffice  laurels  this 
week  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre.  Omaha  had 
snow  over  the  weekend,  but  the  weather  re- 
mained comparatively  mild. 


Brandeis — Objective,  Burma!  (WB);  Let's  Go 

Steady  (Col)  .105 

Omaha — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk., 
moveover  from  Paramount;  The  Last  Ride  (WB)..110 

Orpheum — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 180 

Paramount — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M)....  95 
State — The  lade  Mask  (Mono);  Resurrection 

(Univ)  100 

Town — The  Singing  Sheriff  (Univ);  The  Uninvited 
(UA);  Tampico  (20th-Fox),  split  with  Acquanetta 
(Univ);  San  Diego.  I Love  You  (Univ);  Mystery 
Man  (UA)  100 


Previous  Week 

OMAHA — Effects  of  the  “brownout”  be- 
gan to  wear  off  here  this  week.  Good  weather 
helped,  too,  with  temperatures  reaching  their 
highest  of  the  year.  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom” 
was  pulled  over  from  the  Paramount  Theatre 
and  “Fighting  Lady”  from  the  Orpheum  for 
a profitable  combination. 


Brandeis — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col);  The 

Missing  Juror  (Col)  120 

Omaha — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox); 

Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  2nd  Omaha  wk 120 

Orpheum — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox), 

plus  Henry  Busse  and  orchestra  on  stage 180 

Paramount — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 100 

State — Manpower  (WB);  They  Made  Me  a Crimi- 
nal (WB),  split  with  Brother  Rat  (WB);  The 

Walking  Dead  (WB)  100 

Town — Tarzan  Triumphs  (RKO);  Stagecoach  to 
Monterey  (Rep);  Dark  Mountain  (Para),  split 
with  Shadows  in  the  Night  (Col);  Vigilantes 
of  Dodge  City  (Rep)  105 


All  Three  Des  Moines  First  Runs 
Report  Good  Boxoffice  Week 

DES  MOINES — All  three  downtown  houses 
here  drew  good  crowds  last  week.  “Winged 
Victory”  at  the  Des  Moines  last  week,  was 
moved  over  to  the  Paramount  for  a second. 
“National  Velvet,”  in  its  second  week  at  the 
Paramount,  continued  to  do  good  business. 
A cofeature  was  added  for  the  second  week, 
“The  Great  Moment.”  At  the  Orpheum, 
“Objective,  Burma!”  and  “Let’s  Go  Steady” 
were  featured  on  a double  bill. 


Des  Moines — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 100 

Orpheum — Objective,  Burma!  (WB);  Let's  Go 
Steady  (Col)  100 


Paramount — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  after  week 
at  the  Des  Moines;  The  Great  Moment  (Para)....  90 

"Velvet"  and  "WAVES"  Lead  Good 
Kansas  City  Theatre  Week 

KANSAS  CITY— Business  was  good  in  all 
theatres.  “National  Velvet”  at  the  Midland 
raced  to  a high  place.  “Here  Come  the 


WAVES”  kept  up  to  its  first  week’s  total 
at  the  Newman  with  wonderful  weekend  at- 
tendance. At  the  Orpheum  “Belle  of  the 
Yukon”  continued  to  draw  pretty  well  in  its 
second  week.  The  Esquire,  Uptown  and  Fair- 
way grossed  about  average  for  “Here  Come 
the  Co-Eds.”  At  the  Tower  business  was  ex- 
cellent with  “Goin’  to  Town”  and  “Dark 
Mountain,”  plus  a good  stage  show.  The 
weather  was  cold  and  unpleasant  all  week, 
which  helped  swell  boxoffice  totals. 


Esquire — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ) 100 

Fairway  and  Uptown — Same  as  Esquire 95 

Midland — National  Velvet  (M-G-M)  ...200 

Newman — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para), 

2nd  wk 210 

Orpheum — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO),  2nd  wk 135 

Tower — Goin'  to  Town  (RKO);  Dark  Mountain 

(Para),  plus  stage  show  115 


Fox  Midwest  Circuit  Hires 
S.  W.  Bihr  Jr.  as  Architect 

KANSAS  CITY — Fox  Midwest  has  set  up 
a drafting  department  in  its  headquarters 
here.  S.  W.  Bihr  jr„  an  architect  here,  has 
been  retained  to  cooperate  with  the  purchas- 
ing department  of  which  L.  E.  Pope  is  head. 
Bihr  will  prepare  remodeling  and  construc- 
tion plans,  etc. 

Centralia  Admits  All 
Service  Men  Free 

CENTRALIA,  KAS. — All  members  of  the 
armed  forces  will  be  admitted  free  to  the 
Centralia  Theatre,  Henry  Haverkamp,  man- 
ager, announced  recently.  The  theatre  also 
has  installed  a new  sound  system. 


Doubling  in  War  Jobs 

MINNEAPOLIS — Draft  board  orders  to  ex- 
hibitors and  theatre  managers  to  find  em- 
ployment in  war  industries  on  penalty  of 
being  reclassified  have  caused  some  to 
“double”  as  managers  and  war  workers.  Sol 
Torodor,  who  owns  a St.  Paul  neighborhood 
house,  has  obtained  a war  job  but  runs  his 
theatre  and  is  there  at  nights  just  the  same. 


Filmrow  Takes  Day  Off 

DES  MOINES — All  exchanges  on  Filmrow 
here  were  closed  Thursday  (22)  in  observance 
of  Washington’s  birthday. 


OMAHA — The  Rialto  Theatre  at  Missouri 
Valley,  Iowa,  operated  by  Nate  Sandler,  was 
in  the  news  as  the  scene  of  another  dazzling 
scrape  with  the  law  by  Hair-Lip  Edgar  Cook 
and  John  Giles,  “tooth-brush  escapees”  from 
the  Council  Bluffs  jail. 

The  two,  who  have  made  crime  news  sev- 
eral months  with  their  activities,  were  taken 
into  custody  by  Night  Marshal  Charles  Huff 
after  making  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
“punch”  a wall  safe  in  the  Rialto  Theatre 
office.  Cook,  an  expert  locksmith,  failed  to 
open  the  theatre  safe,  but  had  succeeded  in 
battering  away  the  combination  when  police 
arrived.  Marshal  Huff  was  called  to  the  scene 
by  Francis  W.  McDermott  whose  apartment 
joins  the  theatre  office. 

Marshal  Returns  for  Help 

After  arriving  at  the  theatre  and  sizing 
up  the  situation,  Marshal  Huff  returned  to 
the  police  station  and  got  Chief  H.  W.  Con- 
away for  reinforcement.  Returning  to  the 
theatre,  Huff  approached  the  rear,  saw  the 
door  slightly  ajar  and  fired  through  the 
door  when  the  men  within  failed  to  respond 
to  his  challenge. 

Entering  the  theatre  alone,  Huff  found  the 
pair  cowering  in  the  corner  near  the  door. 
Although  they  were  armed  both  men  sub- 
mitted to  arrest. 

Outside  the  theatre,  Huff  and  Conaway 


Screening  Clips  of  War 
Missing  Begun  for  Kin 

By  H.  F.  REVES 

(From  Mideast  Edition) 

DETROIT — A program  to  relieve  service 
men’s  families  that  most  harrowing  of  war- 
time emotional  experiences — the  terrible  sus- 
pense of  waiting  for  news  of  relatives  reported 
missing  in  action — was  launched  here  this 
week.  In  the  years  since  the  war  started 
many  wives  and  families  all  over  the  coun- 
try have  contacted  exhibitors  and  other 
members  of  the  film  industry  and  asked  to 
see  a newsreel  in  which  they  thought  their 
men  in  the  service  were  shown. 

Most  significant  have  been  those  cases  in 
which  newsreel  shots  of  prisoners  held  by  the 
Axis  have  been  used  to  identify  missing  men. 

To  accommodate  the  growing  number  of 
requests  and  make  it  possible  for  all  families 
of  missing  service  men  to  make  checks,  Max 
Blumenthal,  manager  of  the  Film  Exchange 
projection  room,  is  arranging  for  special 
screenings  of  newsreel  clips  to  which  all  per- 
sons who  believe  they  have  seen  a relative 
in  uniform  in  the  newsreels  are  being  invited. 
He  is  publicizing  the  plan  in  the  newspapers. 

Cooperation  of  theatre  managers  is  being 
obtained  so  that  they  will  relay  to  the  ex- 
change handling  the  newsreel  the  requests 
for  reruns. 

The  service  is  intended  especially  for  the 
families  of  men  who  are  missing,  or  long  un- 
reported. 

Because  of  the  great  service  which  the  film 
industry  alone  can  give  these  anxious  fam- 
ilies, the  writer  proposes  national  considera- 
tion be  given  to  the  idea.  It  may  be  desirable 
to  concentrate  on  the  relatively  few  available 
shots  of  prisoners  of  war  because  of  the  sheer 
numbers  involved. 

A special  short  reel  of  clips  of  pictures  of 
service  men  could  be  pooled  from  all  the 
newsreels  and  scheduled  for  special  screen- 
ings in  each  exchange  territory.  Extra  foot- 
age could  be  eliminated  if  the  schedule  date 
is  delayed  until  after  reels  have  completed 
their  maximum  first  run  playdates  in  each 
territory. 


“shook  down”  the  pair,  taking  a gun  and 
lock-picking  equipment.  Placing  both  men  in 
the  back  seat  the  officers  headed  for  the 
jail.  Then  the  fireworks  began. 

A gun  was  stuck  in  the  back  of  the  mar- 
shal’s head.  “Stick  ’em  up!”  came  the  com- 
mand. 

Loses  Grip  on  Gun 

The  chief  turned,  saw  a stub-nosed  re- 
volver and  grabbed  the  cylinder  so  it  wouldn’t 
fire.  Giles  yelled:  “Kill  ’em,  kill  ’em!” 

Giles  hit  the  chief’s  arm.  He  lost  grip  on 
the  gun,  grabbed  for  it  again  and  Giles  fired 
through  the  roof.  Getting  control  of  the  gun 
Giles  then  pointed  it  at  the  chief. 

“Okay,  boys,”  said  the  chief,  “just  take 
the  car  and  get  away.” 

That’s  just  what  the  pair  did,  leaving  the 
officers  to  walk,  and  continuing  a flight  that 
has  since  resulted  in  gun  battles  in  other 
Iowa  and  Nebraska  spots. 

A tipoff  on  the  theatre  robbery  came  some 
weeks  ago  before  they  make  their  escape 
from  the  supposedly  escapable-proof  Council 
Bluffs  jail  with  a toothbrush-fashioned  key. 
Listening  to  a microphone  planted  in  the 
jail,  officers  heard  a detailed  plot  to  rob 
theatres,  “because  they  got  plenty  of  money 
in  them  at  nights  and  can’t  be  guarded.” 


Safe  Crackers  Caught  in  Theatre 
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PRC  to  Tell  "Why  Girls  Leave  Home" 


(From  Hollywood  Edition) 

It  will  be  PRC  and  not  Republic  to  offer 
an  answer  to  the  burning,  albeit  somewhat 
hoary,  issue  “Why  Girls  Leave  Home.”  Sam 
Sax,  who  some  months  ago  announced  his 
intention  of  remaking  the  picture,  has  signed 
a one-film  deal  with  the  Leon  Promkess  out- 
fit, after  his  negotiations  for  a Republic  re- 
lease apparently  failed  to  materialize.  The 
feature  will  be  a drama  with  music,  he  says, 
and  will  star  Richard  Cromwell  and  Lola 
Lane.  William  Berke  has  been  signed  to  di- 
rect. 

But,  while  the  Valley  studio  lost  the  Sax 
deal,  it  materially  bolstered  its  productional 
and  directorial  personnel.  Bennett  Cohen, 
erstwhile  scrivener,  was  signed  as  a producer 
and  will  make  the  Sunset  Carson  gallopers. 
William  K.  Howard  was  inked  to  an  exclu- 
sive producer-director  ticket  and  will  work 
under  the  guidance  of  William  O’Sullivan, 
executive  producer.  Signed  to  a writer’s  con- 
tract and  set  to  scribble  on  the  cliffhanger, 
“The  Purple  Shadow  Strikes,”  was  Barney 
Sarecky,  while  Director  Frank  McDonald  was 
handed  a term  ticket. 

Columbia,  too,  was  lavish  with  term  deals. 
Jack  Fier,  for  the  past  seven  years  a produc- 
tion executive  at  the  studio,  was  signed  to  a 
new  seven-year  contract.  He  will  continue 
in  his  post  as  production  manager  of  all  pic- 
tures filmed  at  the  Sunset  studio  and  will 
also  continue  his  supervision  over  the  pro- 
gram of  eight  westerns  and  four  western 
musicals  produced  annually  by  Colbert  Clark, 
who,  after  producing  nine  pictures  for  Co- 
lumbia during  the  past  year  while  on  a week- 
to-week  basis,  also  was  handed  a seven-year 
ticket  by  the  studio.  Wallace  MacDonald 
came  to  the  end  of  a seven-year  contract  and 
was  immediately  signed  to  a new  pact  for 
another  seven  years.  After  producing  four 
pictures  for  Columbia  while  working  on  a 
week-to-week  basis,  Ted  Richmond  was 
signed  to  a long-term  deal. 

Sol  C.  Siegel  will  rejoin  Paramount  studio 
in  an  executive  and  administrative  capacity, 
working  under  Henry  Ginsberg.  Siegel  will 
check  in  at  the  Marathon  Street  lot  on  April 
30,  following  the  disbandment  of  his  own 
company,  which  now  is  producing  “Kiss  and 
Tell”  for  Columbia  release.  F.  Hugh  Herbert 
and  George  Abbott  are  associated  with  him 
in  that  enterprise. 

Also  at  Paramount  the  writing  team  of  Nor- 
man Panama  and  Melvin  Frank  was  signed 
for  another  year  . . . Ralph  Dietrich,  former 


20th-Fox  producer,  recently  discharged  from 
the  army,  has  joined  RKO  Radio  as  a pro- 
ducer. His  first  chore  will  be  “The  Falcon  in 
Reno,”  and  he  takes  over  the  Falcon  series 
from  Maurice  Geraghty,  who  resigned  his 
producer  post. 

Some  Patrons  Keep  Cool 
In  Midst  of  Fire 

TOPEKA — When  some  door  curtains  in  the 
Dickinson  Theatre  here  caught  fire  recently 
most  patrons  beat  a path  to  the  nearest  exit 
but  about  20  persons  remained  in  their  seats 
while  firemen  fought  the  small  blaze. 

Ira  Adams,  a Theatre  Man, 
Is  County  Attorney 

NELSON,  NEB. — Ira  Adams,  theatre  oper- 
ator here,  has  been  appointed  Nuckolls  County 
attorney,  succeeding  W.  E.  McKeown  who  re- 
signed to  purchase  controling  interest  in  the 
Nuckolls  County  Oil  Co. 


Speed  Ritz  Repairs 

CALIFORNIA,  MO. — Repairs  are  being 
pushed  at  the  Ritz  Theatre  which  was  dam- 
aged by  fire  January  14  and  Harry  and 
M.  J.  Nash,  the  owners,  are  hopeful  that 
they  will  be  ready  to  reopen  soon. 


29  Theatres  Tardy 

MINNEAPOLIS — Twenty-nine  theatres  are 
still  to  report  this  year’s  March  of  Dimes 
collections  in  Minnesota,  according  to  W.  H. 
Workman  and  Bill  Sears,  co-chairmen  for 
the  state. 


A.  J.  McGough  at  New  York 

DES  MOINES— Austin  J.  McGough,  M-G-M 
exploiteer,  was  in  New  York  this  week  at  the 
home  office. 


"Seeing  You"  Showing  for  USO 

MINNEAPOLIS— “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  had 
an  advance  9:30  a.  m.  showing  at  the  Para- 
mount, St.  Paul,  for  the  benefit  of  the  USO. 
A similar  showing  here  for  the  benefit  of  a 
fund  to  send  University  of  Minnesota  foot- 
ball pictures  overseas  preceded  a near  rec- 
ord-breaking first  week  at  Radio  City  The- 
atre, where  the  gross  was  in  excess  of  $21,000. 


Prankster  Works  on  Marquee  Letters 


WAYNE,  NEB. — Calling  Dick  Tracy!  Phil 
March,  secretary  of  the  Marschoene  Theatres, 
Inc.,  has  a mystery  he  would  like  cleared  up. 

Some  months  ago  March  and  other  busi- 
ness men  became  avid  followers  of  the  famous 
Chester  Gould  comic  strip.  It  was  a daily 
subject  at  the  noon  luncheon  session  where 
the  business  men  relaxed. 

Then  one  Friday  night,  March  left  his 
theatre,  having  noted  that  the  feature  at- 
traction for  the  next  day  was  properly  light- 


Harry  Savereide 

THE  MIDWEST  THEATRE  BROKER 

Theatre  Brokerage  Exclusively 
1850  Logan  Avenue,  Waterloo,  Iowa 


ed  on  the  marquee  of  the  Gay  Theatre. 
Saturday  was  snowy.  He  plowed  down  to  the 
office.  Then  someone  called  his  attention  to 
the  canopy.  He  blinked.  In  bold  letters  it 
stood  out: 

“Vitamin  Flinthart  Loves  Afire” 

The  letters  formed  familiar  words  in  his 
favorite  comic  strip. 

All  day  people  on  main  street  got  a big 
kick  out  of  the  marquee,  whether  they  knew 
of  March’s  comic  strip  weakness  or  not.  He 
thought  the  prank  on  himself  so  good  he  left 
it  up  until  sundown. 

But  he’s  still  wondering,  who  did  it?  Some- 
one had  broken  into  the  storage  room  and 
tackled  the  ticklish  job  of  replacing  the 
marquee  letters.  March  would  like  to  call  the 
famous  detective  in,  not  only  because  there’s 
a mystery  to  be  cleared  up,  but  also  because 
talented  assistants  who  can  artistically  space 
letters  like  that  after  midnight  aren’t  so 
easy  to  find  these  days. 


KANSAS  CITY 


^Jrs.  Arlis  Phillips,  operating  the  Colby, 

x Colby,  Kas.,  reports  approximately  half 
of  the  county  quota  for  the  March  of  Dimes 
was  collected  at  her  theatre. 

L.  E.  Pope,  head  of  the  Fox  Midwest  pur- 
chasing department,  has  received  an  air 
medal  awarded  to  his  younger  brother,  Lieut. 
R.  W.  Pope,  who  was  killed  in  a B24  off  New 
Georgia.  Lieutenant  Pope,  who  had  resigned 
as  chemical  engineer  with  Dupont  to  enlist, 
had  served  as  meteorologist  in  the  air  corps. 
He  had  been  reported  missing  a year  ago. 
I.  E.  Pope  has  another  brother,  C.  H„  with 
the  Sperry  Gyroscope  Co.  and  OWI. 

The  Kansas  City  Theatre  Guild  will  go  on 
tour  in  April  to  Hutchinson,  Salina  and 
Wichita,  Kas.,  putting  on  “Death  Takes  a 
Holiday.”  Lois  Lee  Bender,  receptionist  at 
Columbia,  plays  the  part  of  Aulda  . . . J.  C. 
Pennington  of  the  Cozy,  Topeka,  returned 
from  a business-recreational  visit  to  the 
Pacific  coast  . . . The  wife  and  young  son 
of  Ray  Mathis,  who  lives  in  Granby,  Mo., 
and  has  theatres  there  and  at  Anderson, 
Mo.,  have  gone  to  Illinois  on  account  of  the 
illness  of  her  sister. 

Leo  J.  McCarthy,  general  sales  manager  of 
PRC,  was  in  a day  recently  with  Beverly 
Miller,  local  franchise  holder.  He  went  on 
to  California  . . . Harry  Blake,  DeRay,  Jop- 
lin, recently  returned  from  several  weeks’ 
visit  with  his  parents  in  Salt  Lake  City.  The 
wife  and  child  went  along. 

The  Nite  Theatre  at  Winfield  is  the  only 
house  of  Warren  Weber,  Kansas  exhibitor, 
affected  by  the  curfew  order.  He  runs  a 
midnight  show  there  Saturdays  with  a double 
feature  . . . Lon  Fidler,  Monogram  franchise 
holder  for  Kansas  City,  came  in  Tuesday,  and 
expected  to  stay  for  the  special  screening  of 
“Forever  Yours,”  arranged  by  F.  J.  “Mike” 
Lee,  branch  manager,  at  Edison  Hall  Feb- 
ruary 28. 

Lieut.  Alex  Shniderman,  former  manager 
of  the  Giles  here,  etc.,  and  nephew  of  Sam 
Abend,  Exhibitors  Film  Delivery,  was  on 
Filmrow  "by  proxy”  this  week.  The  lieutenant 
is  in  the  air  corps  in  the  Mediterranean 
area.  His  proxy  was  Capt.  Ralph  Wienshienk, 
also  air  corps,  also  a Kansas  Citian  in  the 
air  corps  and  an  old  friend  of  the  lieutenant. 
The  captain  had  run  cross  the  lieutenant  in 
Italy  and  came  to  Filmrow  to  meet  mutual 
friends,  espevially  to  Sam  Abend,  and  eat  at 
Screenland  cafe,  as  he  and  the  lieutenant 
often  used  to  do.  He  reported  that  Shnider- 
man has  a motion  picture  camera,  and  that 
the  first  show  he  will  put  on  when  he  returns 
will  be  of  scenes  he  has  recorded  on  his 
travels. 

J.  Peer,  who  operates  the  only  theatre  at 
Kensington,  Kas.,  has  about  finished  his  re- 
modeling and  redecoration  and  expects  to 
reopen  about  the  middle  of  March. 

Don  Walker,  publicity  representative,  and 
Chet  Borg,  a salesman  of  Warner  Bros.,  rep- 
resented WB  at  the  Jack  Benny  party  in 
Kansas  City  Monday.  They  and  Mrs.  Walker 
entertained  Jane  Wyman  of  the  Benny  party 
at  the  Muehlebach  while  she  waited  to  board 
the  Chief  for  California.  The  rest  of  the 
Benny  party  of  30  went  on  to  Denver. 


Kenneth  Jahnig  Dies 

MILBANK,  S.  D. — Kenneth  Jahnig,  mana- 
ger of  the  Chateau  Theatre  here  several 
years  ago,  died  at  his  home  in  Wheaton, 
Minn.,  after  a brief  illness. 


Long-Term  Pact  to  Ted  Richmond 

A long  term  Columbia  pact  has  been  signed 
by  Ted  Richmond,  producer. 
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Calls  Film  Censorship 
An  Unnecessary  Evil 


Schwartz  Is  MPEA 
Head  the  12th  Time 

CLEVELAND — The  Cleveland  Motion  Pic- 
ture Exhibitors  Ass’n  elected  Ernest  Schwartz 
to  serve  as  president  for  the  12th  straight 
year  at  its  annual  meeting  Monday  last  week. 
He  was  re-elected  as  were  all  other  officers, 
as  follows:  Vice-president,  Albert  E.  Ptak; 
secretary,  George  W.  Erdmann;  treasurer, 
James  E.  Scoville. 

Elected  directors:  Meyer  Fine  and  P.  E. 
Essick,  three-year  terms;  Henry  Greenberger 
and  John  D.  Kalafat,  two-year  terms;  Frank 
Porozinski,  Ted  Vermes,  James  E.  Scoville, 
Henry  Barden  and  Edward  Bleier,  one-year 
terms. 

Guests  at  a buffet  luncheon  for  members 
were  Mayor  Thomas  A.  Burke,  Judge  Samuel 
Silbert  and  V.  C.  Fornes,  assistant  WPB 
director.  The  mayor,  who  has  been  in  office 
just  five  weeks,  identified  himself  as  a for- 
mer member  of  the  industry.  Once,  he  re- 
lated, he  had  been  a booker  for  Milt  Mooney 
when  Mooney  was  with  the  20th-Fox  ex- 
change. He  also  sat  in  on  some  of  the  old 
Film  Board  of  Trade  arbitrations. 

Brownout  rules  were  discussed  by  V.  C. 
Fornes,  assistant  WPB  regional  director.  The 
discussion  and  the  question  and  answer  pe- 
riod that  followed  resulted  in  the  following 
official  statements: 

In  the  event  that  inside  lobbies  are  not 
equipped  with  either  ceiling  or  side  lights  but 
depend  for  their  illumination  upon  the  lights 
surrounding  lobby  frames,  then  the  lobby 
frames  may  be  lighted,  provided  advertising 
is  removed. 

Baby  spot  lights  are  out  for  the  economy 
period.  Likewise  lighted  clocks  in  the  lob- 
bies are  out.  But  lighted  clocks  within  the 
auditorium  are  permitted.  All  promotional 
advertising  is  out. 

Appeals  from  the  general  ruling  covering 
fuel  economy  should  be  addressed  to  the 
WPB.  They  should  be  specific,  stating  in 
detail  the  what,  the  where  and  the  why  of 
the  appeal,  and,  if  possible,  should  be  ac- 
companied by  drawings  of  the  situation  on 
which  the  appeal  is  based.  And  any  de- 
cisions deviating  from  the  general  rules  should 
be  conspicuously  displayed  in  the  boxoffice 
for  inspectors  to  see. 

Police  Inspector  Kurt  Gloeckner  offered 
the  suggestion  that  one  lineal  foot  of  neon 
lighting  is  equivalent  to  seven  watts.  On  this 
basis  a theatre  can  use  approximately  nine 
lineal  feet  of  neon,  provided  it  is  not  used 
for  promotional  purposes. 

W.  Pa.  AMPTO  Endorses 
National  Allied's  Stand 

PITTSBURGH — At  a general  membership 
meeting  last  week  of  Allied  Motion  Picture 
Theatre  Owners  of  W.  Pa.,  unanimous  en- 
dorsement was  given  to  the  two  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  board  of  national  Allied,  which 
met  recently  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

One  resolution  reaffirms  the  national 
board’s  approval  of  the  attorney  general’s 
proposals  for  modifying  the  consent  decree, 
and,  if  this  is  made  impossible  by  the  dis- 
tributors’ rejection,  that  Allied  will  support 
legal  steps  to  break  the  deadlock. 

The  second  resolution,  after  praising  the 
work  of  the  industry’s  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee as  a service  group,  criticizes  the  make- 
up of  the  WAC  as  “not  representative  of  the 
industry  as  a whole.” 


John  Newkirk  Back 

CLEVELAND — John  Newkirk,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Beach  Cliff  Theatre  who  resigned 
four  months  ago  to  go  into  another  line  of 
business  in  Allentown,  Pa.,  is  back  at  his  old 
post. 


CLEVELAND — Censorship  of  motion  pic- 
tures in  all  of  its  phases — local,  state  and  fed- 
eral— took  the  count  in  a forum  discussion  of 
the  subject  held  in  the  Higbee  Lounge  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Motion  Picture  Coun- 
cil of  Greater  Cleveland.  Members  of  the 
forum  were  Emanuel  Gebauer,  an  instructor 
at  John  Hay  High  School;  Mrs.  Arthur  D. 
Kerwin,  president  of  the  Detroit  Motion  Pic- 
ture Council,  and  Delbert  Woodford  of  the 
state  department  of  education.  Corda  Peck, 
teacher  of  motion  picture  appreciation  at 
Collinwood  High  School,  was  chairman  of  the 
meeting. 

Gebauer,  who  does  not  believe  in  film  cen- 
sorship, argued  that  motion  pictures  offer  a 
new  medium  of  art,  that  they  are  a force  in 
society,  that  everybody  enjoys  them,  and 
should  not  be  deleted  by  groups  not  quali- 
fied to  do  so. 

Is  It  a Necessary  Evil? 

Asking,  “Is  censorship  a necessary  evil?” 
Gebauer  replied,  “No  more  evil  than  any  other 
control,  government  control  included.  No 
state  is  possible  without  authority.  But  the 
extent  of  control  is  determined  to  a degree 
by  what  the  people  want.  The  state  will  do 
anything  the  people  want  it  to  do.  Or  it 
will  do  anything  the  people  are  helpless  to 
prevent  doing.”  The  questions  as  related  to 
motion  pictures  are:  What  do  the  people 
want?  Is  this  control  necessary?  Is  it  wise? 

Gebauer  advocated  maintenance  of  con- 
trols only  as  long  as  necessary.  He  said  that 
film  censorship  has  passed  its  period  of  ex- 
pediency and  films  should  now  be  absolved 
from  censorship  control. 

“Censorship,”  he  said,  “rests  on  a disbelief 
in  the  ability  of  citizens  to  choose  their  own 
instructions  and  entertainment.  This  dis- 
belief is  an  obsession  among  certain  groups. 
Children  may  not  be  able  to  choose  their 
proper  entertainment,  but  the  choice  should 
rest  with  the  parent,  and  motion  pictures 
should  not  be  deleted  of  realities  and  of  adult 
emotions  because  of  their  effect  upon  chil- 
dren.” 

Censors  Should  Be  Qualified 

Discussing  qualifications,  Gebauer  com- 
pared motion  picture  censors  to  judges,  as 
follows:  “Judges  are  trained  in  their  profes- 
sion and  in  specialties.  Although  dealing 
with  public  morals  and  education,  what  train- 
ing do  censors  have  in  psychology,  sociology, 
history  of  morals,  the  dramatic  arts,  etc.?  The 
conclusion  is  that  censors  are  not  qualified 
for  the  highly  specialized  positions  they  fill.” 

Gebauer  declared  the  censors  are  living  in 
a prescientific  era.  “They  frown  on  subjects 
vitally  affecting  public  health  and  well  be- 
ing,” he  said.  “Pictures  about  childbirth, 
hygiene  and  venereal  diseases  are  taboo.  Ta- 
boos are  necessary  to  preserve  any  kind  of 
society,  but  how  can  there  be  an  interpreta- 
tion of  moral  standards  if  taboos  exist  against 
the  presentation  of  moral  issues? 

“Also  under  the  censor’s  ax  are  sections 


Infant  Patron  Right ; 
Hushers  Are  Needed 

Louisville — Timmy,  three,  was  listening 
to  his  mother,  Mrs.  James  T.  Griffin, 
River  Road,  discuss  the  annoyance  of 
children  running  up  and  down  the  aisles, 
shouting  and  generally  making  a nui- 
sance of  themselves  in  neighborhood  mo- 
tion picture  houses. 

“Mother,”  he  asked,  “don’t  they  have 
hushers  for  that?” 


of  films  showing  frail  human  beings  in  all  of 
their  frailties.  But  today  there  is  a new  de- 
mand for  realism  and  a further  demand  for 
realism  in  motion  pictures  will  be  made  by 
our  returning  soldiers.” 

He  blamed  on  modern  censorship  such 
falsehoods  as  the  following:  “The  implication 
that  all  women  are  beautiful;  that  they  are 
either  rich  or  marry  rich  men;  that  once 
married  they  will  live  happily  ever  after;  that 
the  husband’s  chivalry  and  the  wife’s  zest  for 
life  will  never  alter  . . . And  what  is  the  result 
of  this  on  the  young  wife  in  the  audience? 
She  will  decide  that  her  husband  is  not  hand- 
some enough,  not  rich  enough,  not  chivalrous 
enough.  In  fact,  she  will  conclude  that  she 
married  a brute.  This  is  a direct  effect  of 
censorship  which  frowns  on  realities  in  favor 
of  the  make-believe.” 

Points  to  Educational  Features 

He  criticized  distributors  for  withdrawing 
from  circulation  such  pictures  as  “David 
Copperfield”  and  “Romeo  and  Juliet.”  “An 
entire  generation  of  children  have  not  seen 
these  pictures,”  Gebauer  stated,  “although 
their  entertainment  and  educational  value  is 
extensive.” 

Although  current  censorship  has  not  im- 
posed any  partisan  opinions  on  the  public, 
Gebauer  warned  of  the  possibility  of  that 
happening  under  the  definition  of  a censor 
as  “an  official  examiner  of  manuscripts,  plays, 
empowered  to  prohibit  their  publication  or 
performance  if  offensive  to  the  government 
or  subversive  of  good  morals.”  The  phrase, 
“offensive  to  good  government,”  provides  a 
possibility  of  hamstringing  the  party  of  the 
opposition  in  local  state  or  federal  censorship, 
he  said. 

“Under  censorship,”  he  concluded,  “subjects 
affecting  public  health  and  moral  well-being 
are  barred,  while  false  idealism  and  senti- 
mentality flourish.  Censorship  is  no  longer 
necessary  or  wise  and  it  should  be  abolished.” 

Woodford  agreed  with  Gebauer  in  theory 
but  not  in  practice.  “We  have  not  yet  reached 
that  ideal  period  when  censorship  is  unneces- 
sary,” he  declared. 

Mrs.  Kerwin  related  how  police  film  cen- 
sorship works  in  Detroit  where  only  one  pic- 
ture has  been  banned  in  12  years.  This,  she 
stated,  was  “Tobacco  Road.” 

During  the  luncheon  which  followed  the 
discussion,  Therese  Stone  of  the  M-G-M  pub- 
lic relations  department  exhibited  costumes 
worn  by  Donna  Reed  and  Angela  Lansbury 
in  the  forthcoming  production,  “The  Pic- 
ture of  Dorian  Gray.” 

Among  those  present  were  J.  J.  Maloney, 
M-G-M  manager;  Jack  Mundstuk,  M-G-M 
city  salesman;  Charles  G.  Deardourff, 
M-G-M  exploited-;  I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox 
manager;  Edwin  Bergman,  20th-Fox  city 
salesman;  Harry  Weiss,  20th-Fox  exploiteer; 
Jane  Simon,  Warner  assistant  publicity  di- 
rector. 


Fairview  Theatre  Gutted 
By  Fire;  500  Driven  Out 

FAIRMONT,  W.  VA.  — The  Fairview,  11 
miles  from  Fairmont,  was  gutted  by  fire  re- 
cently after  a crowd  of  500  quietly  filed  out 
of  the  auditorium.  A.  C.  Morris  of  Morgan- 
town, the  owner,  was  not  present  when  fire 
started.  His  mother  died  that  morning.  The 
fire  started  in  the  projection  booth  and  was 
brought  under  control  within  an  hour.  Dam- 
age was  estimated  at  $5,000. 
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Chort  Circuits — Mac  Krim,  now  stationed  at 
^ the  Madrid,  is  a past  master  at  bone- 
twisting technique,  per  Eddie  Jacobson  of  the 
Davison  . . . Michael  Thomas,  manager  of 
the  Irving,  is  a brother  of  Harry  Thomas, 
Monogram  division  sales  manager  . . . Thomas 
W.  Ryan,  manager  of  the  Piccadilly,  was  a 
victim  of  the  prevailing  “common  cold”  . . . 
The  Great  Lakes  is  keeping  its  phone  number 
hidden  . . . Faye  London,  who’s  managing  the 
Midtown,  reports  everybody  at  the  house  was 
“just  tickled”  with  brother  Milton  coming 
home  on  furlough. 

George  Spaeth  of  the  Iris  reports  all  quiet 
on  the  Boulevard  front  . . . Art  Frost,  who 
was  slated  to  go  into  the  navy  some  moons 
ago,  is  still  awaiting  his  call,  meanwhile  work- 
ing the  Linwood  circuit  for  W&W  . . . Rudy 
Schroeder  has  moved  from  W&W’s  Oriole  to 
the  Trenton  Theatre  at  Trenton  for  Asso- 
ciated . . . Frank  B.  Hall  moved  from  the 
Trenton  to  the  Lakewood  . . . Lon  Johnson 
went  back  home  to  the  reopened  Highland 
Park  Theatre  while  Arthur  Hunt  has  left  the 
Associated  organization  . . . Clarence  Koppin 
is  managing  the  Oriole. 

Jean  Walsh,  former  assistant  at  the  Riviera, 
has  become  manager  of  the  Rosedale,  re- 
placing Mrs.  Jennie  Jump,  who  is  assistant  at 
the  Ramona  . . . Sol  Gordon,  manager  of  the 
Royal,  staged  a big  midnight  charity  show 
for  the  Westown  Lions’  Club  fund  for  Seeing 
Eye  dogs.  Approximately  a dozen  opposition 
houses  cooperated  by  selling  tickets  at  their 
boxoffices  . . . Victor  A.  Dodge,  manager  of 
the  Westown,  has  pinned  up  three  more  gold 
stars,  making  12  in  all,  on  the  neighborhood 
service  flag  in  his  lobby. 

Faye  Boyd,  Film  Classics,  is  “climbing  high” 
to  get  paper  for  the  film  of  that  title  . . . 
Marie  Wentela  joined  the  staff  of  Film 
Classics  . . . Miss  Kay  Ranta  and  Mrs.  Viola 
Stoddard  are  the  new  ledger  clerks  at  Uni- 
versal . . . Pauline  Schultz  is  new  Universal 
typist  . . . Henry  Mayer,  Warner  head  booker, 
has  been  given  his  induction  notice.  He  passed 
a navy  physical  last  March. 


COMMISSIONED  ON  THE  JOB— Sgt. 
Robert  S.  Finkel,  son  of  the  William 
Finkels  of  the  New  Arcade  and  Colonial, 
Southside,  who  is  stationed  in  Assam  pro- 
vince, India,  has  been  awarded  a direct 
commission  of  second  lieutenant,  some- 
where on  the  Stilwell  Lido  Road.  “Bob” 
is  a graduate  of  Taylor  Alderdice  High 
School,  drama  school  of  the  Carnegie  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  former  assistant  di- 
rector for  Republic  Pictures,  from  where 
he  was  inducted  into  the  army.  He  has 
been  in  the  army  three  years  and  has 
been  overseas  19  months. 


Wilkinson  pinch-hit  in  the  booth  . . . Jack 
Ryder  and  the  whole  Paramount  gang  went 
to  a sales  conference  at  Cleveland  . . . Allen 
Usher,  district  manager,  was  a local  visitor. 


Columbia  had  an  extra-special  screening  of 
“A  Song  to  Remember”  with  many  Polish 
music  lovers  greatly  enjoying  it.  Nate  Max- 
man  of  the  Owl  drug  store,  who  was  once 
associated  in  the  picture  business  with  the 
late  Raoul  Cleaver,  was  a guest.  Clayton 
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Exchanges  — Ralph  Elliott,  Monogram 
booker,  likes  his  toast  warm,  but  definitely 
. . . Gill  Becker,  M-G-M  office  manager,  re- 
turned from  a New  York  visit. 

Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox  divisional  man- 
ager, was  in  town  for  a local  sales  meeting 
preparatory  to  the  30th  anniversary  celebra- 
tion in  April  . . . Herbert  Brown,  former 
M-G-M  booker,  who  has  been  at  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  several  years,  sent  greetings  to  all  on 
the  Row. 

Hughes-Downtown  Notes — Polly  Gan,  sec- 
retary, has  a new  hobby;  reading  murder 
mysteries  . . . Betty  Yack  has  been  added  to 
the  office  staff  . . . Joy  Butler  resigned  . . . 
Doug  Estes,  chief  of  service,  was  busy  enter- 
taining the  Roxyettes  . . . Robert  Vickrey,  as- 
sistant manager,  spent  Saturday  eve  with 
Harry  Brewer  of  the  Elks. 

Under  the  Marquees — Mrs.  Jack  Krass  of 
the  Coliseum  keeps  plenty  busy  opening  the 
house  for  a mob  of  youngsters  when  she’s 
short  of  help  . . . William  Bedard  who  was 
formerly  with  Universal,  Film  Classics  and 
the  Parkside  Theatre,  has  joined  the  Broder 
circuit  as  assistant  booker  . . . Leon  “Sonny” 
Schultz,  manager  of  the  Paradise,  will  be 
married  June  10  to  Miss  Harriet  Tobin. 

Up  in  the  Booths — Ray  Gagnon  of  the  Cin- 
derella was  guest  of  honor  at  a moose  dinner 
for  his  50th  birthday,  with  a special  greeting 
from  his  son  in  the  navy  . . . Cass  Newell  re- 
turned from  two  months  in  California  . . . 
Glenn  Harnden  completed  his  correspondence 
school  radio  course  and  now  he’s  set  to  re- 
pair ’em  . . . Ralph  Haskins,  son  of  Matt, 


joined  the  navy  and  expects  to  leave  for 
Great  Lakes  . . . Frank  C.  Shannon,  former- 
ly of  the  Pasadena,  now  is  stationed  in  the 
Philippines. 

The  Lasky  Theatre,  operated  by  Florian 
Manteuffel,  was  seriously  threatened  by  a 
four-alarm  fire  February  15  which  caused 
$150,000  damage  to  the  building  which  houses 
it  . . . Jack  Ryder  of  Paramount  engineered  a 
special  morning  preview  of  “Bring  On  the 
Girls”  at  the  Fisher  . . . Ray  Schreiber  has 
closed  the  Forest  for  remodeling. 

Wilbur  “Jerry”  Haartge  is  taking  Edward 
DeLorme’s  old  post  at  the  Midtown  . . . Gil 
Lubin  moved  from  the  Avenue  to  the  High- 
land Park  . . . Fred  Lathrop  of  the  Rosedale 
and  Russell  Ritzer  from  the  Oakman  moved 
over  to  complete  the  new  Highland  Park 
crew  . . . Hans  Larsen  went  downtown  to  the 
Madison  . . . Dean  Erskine  has  the  Rosedale 
booth  all  to  himself  now  . . . John  Debrescu 
of  the  Westown,  back  from  supper  all  pepped 
up  . . . Roy  Light,  his  flicker  partner,  has 
rigged  up  a mighty  useful  dust  cover  for  the 
spare  sound  head. 

Wolverines — William  Potts  and  J.  M.  Mc- 
Kernan  have  renamed  the  old  Garden  at 
Lansing,  which  they  took  over  several  months 
ago,  as  the  Downtown  Newsreel,  with  an  all 
news  policy,  reopening  it  after  about  four 
years  of  darkness. 

Theatrical  Post  Notes  — Russell  Trainer, 
now  in  the  Philippines,  writes  a very  interest- 
ing letter  of  what  his  courtesy  card  in  the 
post  has  meant  . . . Buddy  Fields  is  perma- 
nent special  scribe  of  the  musicians  local. 

Drug  Store  Stuff — Pete  Simon  jr.,  has  sent 
home  a collection  of  Belgian,  French  and 
Dutch  money  . . . Buddy  Fields  of  the  Mike 
Falk  office  has  been  ill  . . . Jack  Bell  of  the 
United  Billposters  says  he’s  glad  to  see  the 
sunshine  again  . . . Raleigh  “Al”  Pinkerton, 
with  local  billposters  for  35  years,  is  seriously 
ill  in  Herman  Kiefer  Hospital  . . . Beware 
that  left  of  Serge  Carpenter’s.  The  NTS  ship- 
per had  a little  argument  up  at  a skating 
rink  and  tapped  his  opponent  so  hard  on  the 
jaw  that  he  broke  his  leg. 

Nightingale  Songs — F.  H.  Akins  tells  us 
the  boys  will  be  well  represented  in  both  the 
city  tournament  and  the  AFL  tournament 
. . . Roy  Thompson  let  Brenkert  hold  on  to 
the  lead  by  missing  the  ten  pin  in  the  last 
game. 

Co-Op  and  Republic  Will 
Shift  Offices  in  Spring 

PITTSBURGH — Cooperative  Theatre  Serv- 
ice, directed  by  Bert  M.  Stearn,  film  buying 
and  booking  combine  with  75  accounts,  will 
move  its  headquarters  May  1 from  the  second 
floor  front  at  1709  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  to  the 
Van  Bldg,  at  the  corner.  At  the  same  time 
Republic  will  move  its  office,  which  Co-op 
will  occupy,  to  the  present  Co-op  office  space. 
In  the  move,  Republic  will  occupy  the  entire 
second  floor  of  the  film  building  at  1709 
Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  in  the  rear  of  which  its 
accessory,  inspection  and  shipping  depart- 
ments have  been  located  several  years.  Both 
quarters  will  be  remodeled. 

The  new  Co-op  office,  together  with  Film 
Classics,  will  include  the  front  room  on  sec- 
ond floor  above  the  present  Republic  office, 
quarters  formerly  occupied  by  Independent 
Theatres,  Inc.  This  will  be  the  executive  of- 
fice. Co-op  made  a bid  for  the  AMPTO  quar- 
ters in  the  Morrone  Bldg,  but  Allied  exhibitors 
didn’t  wish  to  make  a change. 


Brown  to  Produce  "Guardian  Angel" 

Clarence  Brown  will  produce  “Guardian 
Angel,”  a comedy,  from  an  original  screen- 
play by  Helen  Deutsch.  Myrna  Loy  has 
been  assigned  the  leading  role. 
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'Keys'  and  'Have'  Get 
Pittsburgh  Money 


“WINGED  VICTORY”  PERSONNEL  IN  PITTSBURGH— Pictured  in  Pitts- 
burgh at  the  20th-Fox  branch  exchange  are  several  members  of  the  “Winged 
Victory”  personnel:  (Left  to  right):  C.  C.  Kellenberg,  sales  manager;  Cpl.  Louis 
Hippe;  Herman  Beiersdorf,  branch  manager;  S/Sgt.  Mark  Daniels  and  S/Sgt. 
George  Reeves. 

The  stage  production  has  grossed  three  and  a half  million  dollars  for  army 
relief  and  the  tour  continues.  More  millions  for  army  charities  are  anticipated 
from  proceeds  of  the  20th-Fox  film  version  of  the  stage  show. 


PITTSBURGH  — While  several  holdover 
pictures  failed  to  hold  up  and  a new  offering 
dived,  two  attractions  were  in  the  money. 
“Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  bettered  average  by 
50  per  cent  at  the  Fulton  and  was  continued. 
At  Loew’s  Penn,  “To  Have  and  Have  Not,” 
was  a smash  attraction,  playing  to  audiences 
30  per  cent  above  average.  The  Penn  gross 
doubled  the  Fulton  gross  in  establishing  these 
percentages.  Neighborhood  receipts  were 
fair,  mostly  as  a result  of  improved  weather 
conditions. 

(Average  is  100) 


Barry — Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep);  Girls  School 

(Col),  reissue  90 

Fulton — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 150 

Harris — The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox);  Sunday 

Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 70 

Penn — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 130 

Ritz — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO) , 

3rd  d.  t.  wk 90 

Senator — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ), 

3rd  d.  t.  wk 50 

Stanley — Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA) 45 


Warner — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  2nd  d.  t.  wk...  85 


Cleveland  First  Runs  Gross  Top 
For  Year;  "Seeing  You"  a Leader 

CLEVELAND — Business  took  a decided  up- 
turn with  the  biggest  total  take  so  far  this 
year  reported  by  the  first  run  houses.  Of 
the  new  pictures  on  parade  “I’ll  Be  Seeing 
You”  at  the  State  was  way  out  in  front  with 
a score  of  135  per  cent.  This  warranted  a 
holdover  for  a second  week.  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  topped  the  holdovers,  hitting  a 
high  150  per  cent  in  its  second  week  at  the 
Allen  on  a moveover  from  the  Hippodrome. 
“Mr.  Emmanuel”  proved  to  be  a sleeper.  Well 
exploited,  the  picture  scored  a big  120  per 
cent  at  the  Ohio.  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
continues  on  its  merry  way  in  the  high 
bracket  in  its  third  week,  the  first  two  at  the 
State  and  the  third  at  the  Stillman  where  it 
stayed  for  a fourth  week.  “Tonight  and 
Every  Night”  came  through  with  slightly  un- 
der par  at  the  Hippodrome,  while  the  fourth 
week  of  “Winged  Victory”  was  as  good  as 
the  third  week.  Weather  was  favorable  with 
a break  in  the  heavy  winter  snowstorms. 


Allen — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk 150 

Hippodrome — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 90 

Lake — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) , 4th  wk 100 

Ohio — Mr.  Emmanuel  (UA)  120 

Palace — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  plus 

Lionel  Hampton  orchestra  on  stage 130 

State — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA) 135 

Stillman — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk...l35 


Detroit  Grosses  Slip  in  Brownout 
Despite  High  Quality  of  Films 

DETROIT — General  trend  of  local  busi- 
ness is  definitely  downgrade,  only  slightly  off- 
set by  the  generally  high  level  of  boxoffice 
value  of  current  first  run  bookings.  Neighbor- 
hood houses  have  not  been  doing  well  in  the 
brownout,  with  downtown  probably  suffering 
still  more  by  comparison.  Holdovers  were  at 
a minimum. 

Adams — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col);  Dancing 


in  Manhattan  (Col),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 110 

Broadway-Capitol — Very  Thought  of  You  (WB); 
When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again  (PRC),  2nd 

d.  t.  wk , 115 

Cinema — Ravaged  Earth  (SR),  4th  wk 85 

Downtown — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO),  plus 

Martha  Tilton  on  stage,  4th  wk 100 

Fox — The  Suspect  (Univ);  She  Gets  Her 

Man  (Univ)  120 

Michigan — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para),  plus  Spike 

Jones  on  stage  110 

Palms-State — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 110 

Paradise — My  Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ),  plus 

Jay  McShann  orchestra  on  stage  100 

United  Artists — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 130 


Only  Two  New  Cincinnati 
Newcomers;  "WAVES"  in  Fifth 

CINCINNATI — With  only  two  new  bills, 
first  run  grosses  here  last  week  held  up  re- 


markably well.  “Here  Come  the  WAVES,” 
went  into  its  fifth  week.  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis”  received  extra  space  in  raves  from 
all  critics  and  took  top  grosses. 


Albee — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 115 

Capitol — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  3rd  wk 105 

Grand — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col),  2nd  wk.....l00 
Keith's — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  4th  wk,..110 

Lyric — Tomorrow  the  World  (UA),  2nd  wk 95 

Palace — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 125 

Shubert — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  wk 100 


Pittsburgh  Group  All  Set 
For  Red  Cross  Drive 

PITTSBURGH — Filmrow  organized  for  the 
Red  Cross  drive  at  a meeting  for  distributors, 
theatre  owners  and  exchange  employes  held 
during  last  week.  A quota  of  $3,604,000  for 
this  city  and  Allegheny  County  has  been  set. 
P.  T.  Dana  of  Universal  is  chairman  of  the 
distributor  committee  and  M.  A.  Silver  of 
Warners  heads  the  exhibitor  group. 

A luncheon  meeting  was  scheduled  for 
Saturday  (24)  at  the  William  Penn  Hotel  to 
be  attended  by  N.  Peter  Rathvon  and  Wil- 
liam Scully. 

Members  of  the  local  WAC  committee  who 
will  conduct  the  drive  include: 

Silver,  Morris  Finkel,  western  Pennsylvania 
chairman;  Dana,  distributor  chairman;  John 
H.  Harris,  national  board  member;  Joseph 
Feldman,  coordinator;  B.  W.  Steerman,  treas- 
urer; Herman  Beiersdorf,  Sam  Fineberg,  Dave 
Kimmelman,  Morris  E.  Lefko,  Sid  Lehman, 
Art  Levy,  Lew  Lefton,  F.  D.  Moore,  Perry 
Nathan,  Max  Schulgold,  Saal  Gottlieb,  John 
J.  Maloney,  Ben  Amdur,  James  G.  Balmer, 
William  Blatt,  Fred  Beedle,  Thomas  Bellew, 
Ike  Bowarsky,  James  B.  Clark,  Lee  Conrad, 
Robert  Coyle,  Morris  Finkel,  William  Finkel, 
Archie  Fineman,  Harry  Greenman,  Sam 
Hannauer,  Harry  Hendel,  Mike  Manes, 
Charles  Mervis,  A.  N.  Notopoulos,  John  Os- 
borne, Claude  Robinson,  George  Sallew, 
Ralph  Shadley,  Mike  Shapiro,  Jake  Silver- 
man,  Charles  Truran,  John  Walsh,  William 
Whent,  William  Weiss,  William  Walker. 


Screenplay  Chore  on  "Frankie" 

Robert  D.  Andrews  will  write  the  screen- 
play on  “Frankie  From  Frisco,”  an  original 
story  by  James  M.  Cain,  which  Arthur 
Hornblow  will  produce. 


Heights  Patrons  Like 
Quiz  Show  on  Stage 

CLEVELAND — Manager  H.  B.  Arstein  of 
the  Heights  Theatre  here  has  been  enjoying 
considerable  success  with  a type  of  quiz  show 
he  developed  for  his  theatre  patrons. 

Calling  the  audience  participation  stunt 
“Take  It  From  Us,”  contestants  selected  by 
drawing  names  out  of  a fish  bowl  are  asked 
questions  previously  submitted  by  the  audi- 
ence. 

Prizes  totaling  $50  are  awarded  and  conso- 
lation prizes  of  a 30-day  pass  for  two  are 
given  to  participants  in  the  program. 

Group  Fights  Freak  Bill 
To  Fingerprint  Actors 

PITTSBURGH— The  DiSilvestro  bill  in  the 
Pennsylvania  general  assembly  is  being  bit- 
terly opposed  by  the  Entertainment  Managers 
Ass’n.  The  senate  bill  would  require  the- 
atrical agents  to  keep  on  file  a photo  and 
fingerprints  of  every  actor  who  applies  for 
work;  the  measure  also  would  require  agents 
to  check  with  police  for  possible  criminal  rec- 
ords of  applicants. 


Exercises  Option  on  Milburn  Stone 

Universal  has  exercised  its  option  on  Mil- 
burn  Stone. 


Dependable 

POPCORN 

Before  you  sign  any  popcorn  contract 
investigate  our  ”D.A."  plan  that  will 
protect  you  against  crop  failures  and 
prorations.  Write  lor  free  sample  Bee 
Hive  Brand  Hybrid  Popcorn — sold  only 
on  growing  contract. 

BLEVINS  POPCORN  CO. 

Box  278  Nashville  2,  Tenn. 
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Jack  Lykes,  manager  of  the  Colony,  Toledo, 
again  proves  the  power  of  the  pen.  Fol- 
lowing a recent  robbery  at  his  theatre,  the 
thieves  were  apprehended  by  having  in  their 
possession  an  engraved  fountain  pen  given  to 
him  by  M-G-M  when  he  was  manager  of 
Loew’s  Valentine  . . . Roy  Rogers,  the  Repub- 
lic star,  has  a Cleveland  date.  He  will  present 
his  rodeo  show  here  the  week  of  April  21. 

Sam  P.  Gorrel,  Republic  manager,  returned 
from  a visit  to  the  company’s  studios  in  Hol- 
lywood. While  there  he  saw  “The  Amazing 
Mr.  M”  in  the  making.  The  picture  stars  Jo- 
seph Schildkraut  and  Billie  Burke  . . . Sam 
Galanty,  Columbia  district  manager,  called 
on  local  Manager  Lester  Zucker  . . . Mrs. 
Dave  Schumann  of  the  Marvel  Theatre  is  in 
California  visiting  her  son  Sol,  formerly  of 
Cleveland  and  until  recently  a Red  Cross 
field  director. 

E.  Stutz  has  temporarily  closed  the  Metro- 
politan. The  house  has  been  presenting  col- 
ored stage  shows  and  starring  name  bands 
since  its  opening  in  the  fall.  Stutz  soon  will 
announce  an  opening  date  and  a new  policy 
. . . John  Newkirk  is  back  in  our  midst  at  the 
old  stand  managing  the  Beach  Cliff  Theatre 
which  he  deserted  several  months  ago  in 
favor  of  another  type  of  business.  Ed  Huegle, 
who  was  temporary  manager  during  New- 
kirk’s absence,  has  new  plans  in  the  making, 
shortly  to  be  announced  . . . E.  Stutz  is  wear- 
ing a shoulder  brace  following  a fall  on  the 
ice. 


Jane  Simon,  et  al.,  of  the  Warner  Theatres 
publicity  department,  covered  all  libraries, 
book  stores,  foreign  newspapers  and  radio 
stations  with  material  on  “Keys  of  the  King- 
dom,” which  opened  at  Warners’  Hippodrome 
Friday  (23). 

Dave  Sandler  of  Sanco  Electric  Co.,  whose 
month’s  vacation  in  Florida  is  coming  to  an 
end  soon,  writes  that  he  is  doing  some  deep 
sea  fishing  with  excellent  results  ...  Ed 
Flanigan  of  the  Roxy  has  gone  to  Florida  for 
his  annual  fishing  exercise  ...  It  is  under- 
stood that  when  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  William 
Scully  and  Arthur  Mayer  come  here  February 
26  for  the  industry  Red  Cross  meeting,  they 
will  be  joined  by  Ned  Depinet,  Si  Fabian  and 
Abe  Montague. 

Private  screenings  of  “Woman  in  the  Win- 
dow” for  members  of  police  departments  in 
this  territory  has  proved  the  difficulty  of 
solving  crimes.  The  picture  was  halted  just 
before  the  denouement  and  the  guests  were 
asked  to  guess  the  solution.  In  Cleveland,  no- 
body guessed  right.  Toledo  made  a better 
score.  Two  correct  answers  were  given  by  the 
62  guests. 

Two  theatres  in  this  area  are  closed  as  re- 
sult of  fires.  They  are  the  Lyceum  in  Find- 
lay and  the  Spicer  in  Akron.  Both  are  being 
repaired  and  will  be  reopened  as  soon  as  the 
reconstruction  work  is  completed  . . . The 
Flushing  Theatre,  Flushing,  has  reopened 
after  a closing  because  of  a scarlet  fever  epi- 
demic. 


Fred  A.  Rohrs,  PRC  district  manager,  was 
in  town  for  a week  or  so  to  meet  with  circuit 
and  independent  theatre  buyers.  He  is  par- 
ticularly enthusiastic  over  two  forthcoming 
PRC  features,  “Crime,  Inc.”  and  “Strange 
Illusion”  . . . J.  Maxwell  Joice,  Paramount 
local  exploiteer,  was  the  busiest  man  in  town 
last  week.  It  was  his  job  to  make  all  ar- 
rangements for  the  two-day  Paramount  dis- 
trict meeting. 

Among  distributor  officials  here  last  week 
were  M-G-M’s  J.  J.  Maloney,  Columbia’s  Sam 
Galanty,  Jack  Goldhar,  UA  district  manager 
. . . Dave  Miller,  Universal  district  manager 
and  district  distributor  chairman,  will  attend 
the  industry  Red  Cross  drive  meeting  in 
Pittsburgh,  February  25  ...  J.  Knox  Strachan, 
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A New  Memorial  Hall 
Is  Planned  at  Columbus 

COLUMBUS — Plans  are  under  way  for  the 
postwar  erection  of  a Memorial  Auditorium  of 
6,000  to  10,000  capacity,  replacing  the  present 
antiquated  Memorial  Hall,  which  was  built 
40  years  ago  as  a memorial  to  soldiers  of  the 
Civil  War  and  Spanish-American  war. 

The  Franklin  County  planning  commission 
has  approved  the  proposal  to  erect  the  new 
structure,  which  would  be  a memorial  to  serv- 
ice men  and  women  of  World  War  II  from 
Franklin  County.  The  present  auditorium 
has  been  declared  a fire  hazard  and  sugges- 
tions that  it  be  remodeled  and  enlarged  have 
been  vetoed. 

August  1 has  been  set  as  the  deadline  for 
submission  of  tentative  architect’s  plans. 
Three  sites,  all  in  the  Civic  Center  adjacent 
to  the  downtown  theatre  district,  have  been 
proposed.  The  first  is  the  area  located  in  the 
square  bounded  by  the  Scioto  River,  Main, 
Rich  and  Front  streets.  The  second  is  in  the 
area  at  the  west  end  of  the  Broad  St.  bridge, 
across  the  Scioto  from  city  hall  and  directly 
north  of  Central  High  School.  The  third  is 
in  the  full  city  block  north  of  the  Federal 
Bldg.,  bounded  by  Long  and  Spring  streets, 
Marconi  Blvd.  and  Riverside  Drive. 

The  new  auditorium,  designed  primarily  for 
conventions,  would  also  be  used  for  concerts, 
opera,  meetings  and  sports  events.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  a double  auditorium  be 
erected,  similar  to  the  convention  halls  in 
Kansas  City  and  Cleveland.  The  smaller 
would  house  at  least  4,000  and  the  larger  at 
least  6,000. 


can$hoot  thatoqain  J 
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America's  Finest  Screen  Came 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831 S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


Columbus  Variety 
Plans  Big  Season 

COLUMBUS  — James  R.  Naulty,  dance 
teacher,  is  a new  member  of  Variety  Club 
Tent  2 here.  New  associate  members  include 
J.  Perry  Shumaker,  city  engineer;  Ned  Skin- 
ner of  the  Joyce-California  Shoe  Co.  and 
Charles  F.  Barrow  of  the  Barrow  Candy  Co. 

One  of  the  largest  entertainment  commit- 
tees in  Variety  Club  history  is  now  in  action. 
Robert  Nelson,  the  town’s  leading  magician, 
is  chairman.  The  29  committee  members  in- 
clude: 


Floyd  Gooding 
Walter  Miles 
Don  Burrows 
Leo  Haenlein 
Dr.  Donald  Bowers 
Herbert  Vance 
James  E.  Fusco 
Henry  Entrekin 
William  Pullin  jr. 
Ralph  Shiflet 
Leo  Yassenoff 
Jack  Kelly 
John  Hardgrove 
James  Rawlins 


William  McKinnon 
Ben  Almond 
James  E.  Hale 
Jack  Needham 
William  Pancake 
Walter  Pfeifer 
Frank  Ferneau 
P.  J.  Wood 
Melville  Frank 
George  McClain 
Robert  T.  Oestreicher 
Harry  Simons 
Arthur  Robinson 
Dawson  Owsley 


Lineup  of  parties  planned  for  the  Variety 
Club,  to  which  members  of  other  tents  are 
most  cordially  invited,  include: 

February  24 — Castle  Cave  dinner  with  a 
program  of  motion  pictures.  Committee  in 
charge  includes  Herbert  Vance,  James  Hale 
and  Walter  Miles. 


March  3 — Radio  party  with  Don  Burrows 
and  Jack  Kelly  as  chairmen. 

March  17 — St.  Patrick’s  Day  party  given  by 
Ladies  of  Variety. 

March  31 — April  Fools’  party  with  Robert 
Nelson,  Arthur  Robinson,  Leo  Haenlein  and 
Dawson  Owsley  as  committee  in  charge. 

April  14 — Gay  Nineties  party,  chairmanned 
by  Leo  Haenlein. 


Brenkert  Bowlers  Cling 
To  Slim  Detroit  Lead 

DETROIT  — Brenkert  still  leads  by  one 
mere  point  in  the  Nightingale  Club  League: 

Won  Lost 


Brenkert  Projectors  32  22 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  31  23 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment 31  23 

National  Theatre  Supply  28  26 

Altec  Sound  Service  27  27 

National  Carbon  Co.  26  28 

McArthur's  Motiograph  21  33 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply 20  34 


High  rollers  were:  Gilbert  Light,  213  and  215; 
Edgar  Douville,  207  and  216. 


General  Theatre  Service  increased  its  lead 
to  two  games  in  the  Film  Bowling  League: 

Won  Lost 


General  Theatre  Service  14  6 

Monogram  Pictures  12  8 

Film  Truck  Service  11  9 

United  Artists  9 11 

Republic  Pictures  9 11 

Co-Operative  9 11 

Theatrical  Advertising  8 12 

RKO  Radio  8 12 


High  rollers  were:  Bowman,  230;  Sheran,  211; 

Metzger,  220;  Lippitt,  201;  Buermele,  200. 

Young  Pickets  Demand 
"Remus"  Atlanta  Debut 

(From  Southern  Edition) 

ATLANTA— A score  of  children  carrying 
banners  “picketed”  the  RKO  exchange  here, 
demanding  that  Walt  Disney  give  Atlanta 
the  premiere  of  his  “Uncle  Remus”  or  “an- 
swer the  consequences.”  Just  what  the  con- 
sequences would  be  wasn’t  made  plain,  but 
the  Atlanta  kids,  many  of  them  descendants 
of  the  late  Joel  Chandler  Harris,  author  of 
the  Uncle  Remus  stories,  made  it  plain  they 
won’t  take  “no”  for  an  answer. 

The  youngsters  and  their  parents  were 
guests  of  RKO  at  a screening  of  the  “Three 
Caballeros,”  which  followed  an  informal 
meeting  at  which  plans  were  drawn  for  the 
anticipated  premiere. 
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Reagan  Recalls  His 
Film  Career  Star! 

CLEVELAND — Charles  M.  Reagan,  Para- 
mount vice-president  in  charge  of  distribu- 
tion, was  emphatic  when  he  told  the  80  dis- 
tributor and  exhibitor  guests  gathered  at  the 
Cleveland  Hotel  last  Thursday  (15)  for  the 
windup  of  a two-day  district  meeting,  that 
he  was  renewing  old  friendships  here  because 
it  was  in  this  district  that  he  started  his  ca- 
reer as  a film  salesman.  His  first  Paramount 
account  was  with  the  Wheelright  Theatre  at 
Wheelright,  Ky. 

Reagan  believes  in  frequent  meetings  be- 
tween distributor  officials  and  theatre  own- 
ers. “It  is  my  aim  to  meet  the  exhibitors  as 
often  as  possible,”  he  told  his  guests,  “be- 
cause if  we  get  to  know  each  other,  we  can 
sit  down  together  and  settle  all  problems  sat- 
isfactorily and  amicably.” 

Although  this  was  strictly  a goodwill  tour, 
Reagan  invited  any  exhibitor  with  a problem 
to  meet  with  him  after  the  luncheon.  With 
Reagan  were  James  J.  Donahue,  New  York 
district  sales  manager;  Robert  Gillham,  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director;  Claude  Lee, 
chief  of  the  public  relations  department,  and 
Bill  Erbb,  eastern  division  manager.  Harry 
Goldstein,  division  manager  in  charge  of 
Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Detroit  and  Indian- 
apolis, welcomed  the  guests  and  introduced 
the  speakers. 

At  a business  meeting  held  for  members  of 
the  district  the  day  prior  to  the  luncheon, 
Reagan  gave  a summary  of  Paramount’s  next 
block  of  pictures. 

Those  present  included  Saul  Frifield,  Cleve- 
land manager;  John  E.  Ryder,  Detroit  man- 
ager; J.  J.  Oulahan,  Cincinnati  manager;  Al- 
fred R.  Raylor,  Indianapolis  manager;  Hugh 
Owen;  Charles  Perry,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  in  the  Cincinnati-Indianapolis 
area;  J.  Maxwell  Joice,  in  the  northern  Ohio 
area.  Among  the  exhibitors  were  Paul  Ellis 
of  the  Robbins  Theatre,  Warren,  accompanied 
by  his  son  just  returned  from  overseas  com- 
bat duty;  Sam  Reichbloom,  Columbia,  East 
Liverpool;  Marvin  Harris,  Paramount,  To- 
ledo; John  Dundell,  Montpelier  theatre  own- 
er; Mrs.  Ethel  Miles,  Columbus  circuit  owner; 
Ray  Wallace,  Alliance;  E.  C.  Prinsen,  Youngs- 
town; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Powers,  Hudson 
Theatre,  Hudson. 


TEN  YEARS  AGO 

* * * 

PITTSBURGH— From  BOXOFFICE  files 
ten  years  ago: 

Circuit  theatres  increased  by  43  units  here 
while  independents  lost  36  theatres  during 
the  year  1934,  a checkup  revealed  . . . Dipson 
circuit  acquired  the  State,  Kittanning,  and 
George  S.  Otte  was  named  manager  . . . 
Kayton  Amusement  Co.  of  Franklin  opened 
the  Kayton,  Grove  City  . . . L.  Howell  Davis 
succeeded  Sam  Schwartz  as  chairman  of  the 
censor  board,  the  latter  joining  Warners  in  a 
public  relations  post. 

Local  Allied  exhibitors  urged  support  of  a 
congressional  investigation  of  the  film  code, 
modification  of  the  copyright  laws  and 
elimination  of  compulsory  block  booking  and 
blind  selling  . . . F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore,  Rob- 
ertsdale  exhibitor,  acquired  the  Strand,  Or- 
bisonia  . . . Distributors  had  failed  to  ban 
nontheatricals,  as  promised,  and  first  runs,  in 
following  up  independent  exhibitor  protests, 
prepared  to  file  an  unfair  complaint  with 
the  grievance  board. 

Gene  Murphy  was  named  publicity  repre- 
sentative for  Loew’s  Penn  . . . Warners  re- 
duced prices  at  the  Stanley  to  meet  the  40- 
cent  top  of  Loew’s  Penn  and  there  followed  a 
general  movement  toward  lower  prices  in  the 
area,  with  subsequent  run  exhibitors  register- 
ing complaints  with  distributors. — RFK. 


MIDEAST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


R.  S.  Wallace  was 
treasurer  for  the  Co- 
lumbia Theatre  at  Al- 
liance, Ohio,  in  1908 
and  went  into  busi- 
ness for  himself  in 
1921.  He  built  the 

Strand  in  1927,  and 

two  years  later  merged 
I with  the  Morrison.  In 
1933  he  promoted  the 
! Tri  - Theatres,  involv- 

j ing  the  Morrison,  Co- 

lumbia and  Strand. 
The  Mt.  Union  became  his  in  July  1941. 
Wallace  is  chairman  of  the  city  civil  service 
commission  and  a member  of  the  Elks, 

Moose,  Masons  and  the  ITO  of  Ohio.  His 

hobby  is  attending  circuses.  He  is  married 
and  has  a son  at  home. 

Jack  H.  Shulman  came 
into  the  industry 
through  his  brother- 
in-law,  A.  G.  Schwartz, 
in  1924.  Before  this  he 
had  been  in  the  whole- 
sale mercantile  busi- 
ness. At  present  he  is 
proprietor  of  the  Lex- 
ington, Cleveland;  the 
Lake  and  Park, 

Painesville,  and  the 
Lyric,  Fairport  Harbor, 
all  in  Ohio.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  City  Club,  Masons  and  Va- 
riety. He  is  affiliated  with  two  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations, the  Cleveland  MPTO  League  and 
ITO  of  Ohio.  His  hobby  is  golf.  He  has  two 
sons,  James  and  Ronald;  the  former  is  a 
lieutenant  in  the  army  air  forces. 

The  Peck  family  has 
owned  the  Rowena, 
Fenton,  Mich.,  since 
1913.  Upon  the  death 
of  Marc  B.  Peck  in 
1926,  J.  C.  Peck  was  re- 
called from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  to 
take  over  the  family 
theatre.  He  was  19  at 
the  time.  Now  38,  he 
has  given  half  his  life 
to  the  Rowena.  He  is 
in  the  process  of  con- 
structing a theatre,  as  yet  unnamed.  An  ex- 
councilman,  he  is  a member  of  the  Masons, 
Kiwanis  and  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Michi- 
gan. He  is  fond  of  trout  fishing  and  is  busy 
with  the  management  of  his  180-acre  Holstein 
dairy  farm. 

Lee  L.  Ward  and  his 
father  were  in  the 
theatre  business  in 
Chicago  in  1918,  con- 
ducting the  Wabash 
and  Harmony  in  that 
city.  After  selling  these 
houses  in  1925  they 
moved  to  Mt.  Pleasant, 

Mich.  Today  Ward  is 
the  proprietor  of  the 
Ward  and  Broadway 
in  Mt.  Pleasant.  A Ro- 
tarian,  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Elks,  Masons  and  a director 
in  1943  of  the  Allied  of  Michigan.  Inter- 
ested in  civic  affairs,  Ward  does  not  hold 
public  office  at  present.  Says  it  would  in- 
terfere with  his  golfing.  His  son  Kent  is 
11  years  old. 


Show  business  is  the 
only  one  J.  E.  Shagrin 
has  ever  been  in  and 
he  wouldn’t  trade  it 
for  any  other.  Before 
he  became  associated 
with  the  silent  films 
in  1910  he  was  active 
in  the  legitimate  the- 
atre. He  is  now  owner 
of  the  Foster  Theatre, 
an  800-seat  house  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio.  In- 
terested in  civic  af- 
fairs, he  prefers  not  to  hold  public  office. 
He  is  an  Elk  and  affiliated  with  ITOA  of 
Ohio,  in  fact  is  one  of  its  directors.  He  is  an 
ardent  sports  enthusiast  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Joseph  Stewart  and  Laura  Sue  of 
whom  he  is  very  proud. 

George  E.  Marr  en- 
tered the  industry 
Nov.  11,  1911.  His  first 
theatre  was  on  Potter 
St.,  Saginaw,  Mich.  At 
present  he  operates 
three  houses,  the  Royal 
and  Marr  in  Saginaw, 
and  the  Gem  in  St. 

Louis,  Mich.  He  is 
generally  interested  in 
civic  affairs,  but  holds 
no  public  office.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Ma- 
sons and  Elf-Khurafeh  Temple  of  the  Shrine. 
A member  of  the  Allied  Theatres  of  Michi- 
gan, Marr  believes  in  the  usefulness  of  ex- 
hibitor organizations.  His  children,  Cecil, 
Russell,  George  and  Venice,  all  assist  in  the 
operation  of  the  theatres. 

Hal  Shreffler  as  a boy 
in  1896  passed  heralds 
for  roadshows.  He  was 
successively  a stage- 
hand, usher  and  man- 
ager of  the  Shelby 
Opera  House,  and  in 
1916  converted  that 
theatre  to  pictures. 
His  present  venture  is 
the  Castamba,  Shelby, 
Ohio.  He  is  on  the  ra- 
tion board  and  a for- 
mer member  of  the 
Shelby  city  council  and  board  of  public  af- 
fairs. He  is  a member  of  the  Elks,  Shelby 
Ad  and  Variety  clubs,  but  is  affiliated  with 
no  exhibitor  organization.  His  favorite  sport 
is  baseball.  Son  Arthur  D.  is  a sergeant  with 
the  infantry  in  Germany. 

Mitchell  Victor  says 
there  are  no  problems 
between  distributors 
and  exhibitors  that 
cannot  be  worked  out 
mutually.  To  prove  it 
he  does  not  belong  to 
an  exhibitor  organiza- 
tion. A graduate  of 
the  University  of 
Michigan  as  a chemi- 
cal engineer,  he  served 
in  the  first  world  war 
as  a first  lieutenant  in 
the  chemical  war  service.  In  1922  he  built 
the  Astor  Theatre,  Detroit,  and  has  oper- 
ated it  ever  since.  His  favorite  diversions 
are  yachting,  hunting  and  fishing.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  lodge.  Friends  call 
him  Mike  and  he  is  not  married. 
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Leo  Keeps  T own  Up  Forecasting  Rain! 


(From  Central  Edition) 

MILWAUKEE  — Harry  Shumow,  M-G-M 
manager  here,  was  reminiscing  the  other  day 
of  his  early  days  in  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness when  he  was  helping  escort  Leo  the 
Lion,  a real,  live  one,  on  a lengthy  tour. 

“Well,  it  was  like  this,”  he  recounted.  “Mor- 
ris Abrams  was  the  advance  man.  The  live 
lion  Leo  was  under  the  steady  hand  of  Cap- 
tain Pfeiffer.  We  would  drive  into  a small 
town,  put  Leo  through  a few  paces  in  front 
of  the  local  theatre  and  then  lock  Leo  up  in 
the  specially  constructed  cage  built  on  a 
truck  by  means  of  which  he  was  transported 
from  town  to  town. 

“So  up  around  Crystal  Falls  we  again 
showed  the  wares  of  Leo  . . . Captain  Pfeiffer 
returned  Leo  to  his  cage,  and  since  there  was 
no  garage  large  enough  to  handle  the  truck, 
we  drove  the  truck  with  Leo  aboard  into  the 
lumber  yard.  I went  to  my  hotel  room  ready 
for  some  rest.  It  was  pretty  late. 

“About  10:00  p.  m.  the  phone  rang  and 
the  room  clerk  yelled:  ‘That  Leo  the  Lion  of 
yours  is  on  the  loose.  People  keep  calling  and 
telling  me  he’s  running  loose  all  around 
town.’ 

“What  am  I supposed  to  do?”  I asked. 
“ ‘Catch  him,’  the  room  clerk  came  back. 
‘These  people  are  driving  me  nuts.’  ” 

Shumow  phoned  Pfeiffer.  He  was  not  in 
his  room.  Shumow  called  Abrams.  He  was 
not  in  his  room.  Shumow  then  dressed,  left 
the  hotel  and  started  out  in  hunt  for  Pfeiffer. 
Soon  he  met  Pfeiffer  and  Abrams  puffing  as 
they  climbed  the  hill  to  the  hotel. 

“Where’s  Leo?”  I asked.  “ ‘Listen,  Shumow, 
that’s  what  we’d  like  to  know.  But,  I’ll  tell 
you  one  thing,’  Captain  Pfeiffer  said,  ‘It’s 
going  to  rain.  Every  time  Leo  gets  noisy  and 
roars  the  way  he’s  been  doing  it  rains  . . . 
Leo  is  not  loose  and  roaming  around  town. 
I’ll  bet  he’s  in  his  cage.’  ” 

Shumow  said  they  checked  and  sure  enough 
Leo  was  in  his  cage.  His  roars  were  so  loud 
the  people  thought  he  was  loose.  But  the 
phone  rang  all  night.  At  5 a.  m.  the  next 
day  it  started  to  rain  and  kept  Shumow  in 
his  room  for  three  days. 


(From  Central  Edition) 

NOW  REPORTED  DEAD— Lieut.  An- 
thony Kerasotes,  son  of  Gus  Kerasotes, 
head  of  a theatre  circuit  in  central  Illi- 
nois, is  now  reported  by  the  navy  de- 
partment as  dead.  Several  weeks  pre- 
viously he  was  reported  as  missing. 

Chicago  Utilities  Experts 
See  Big  Brownout  Loss 

(From  Central  Edition) 

CHICAGO — The  Einsteins  of  the  Common- 
wealth Edison  Co.  have  figures  out  that  the 
loss  annually  from  the  brownout  will  be 
$3,800,000  but  that  the  move  will  save  130,000 
tons  of  coal  in  the  Chicago  area  alone.  Mean- 
while, cafe  men  and  theatre  biggies  are 
puzzling  over  ways  and  means  to  hang  out 
their  signs  so  they  can  still  be  read. 


Deaf  Man  Is  Sound  Expert! 


(From  Canadian  Edition) 

WINNIPEG — H.  E.  Kinnear,  sound  engi- 
neer with  J.  M.  Rice  & Co.,  was  the  subject 
of  a column  by  Ted  Schrader,  Tribune  writer 
who  turns  out  a daily  stint  under  the  title, 
“I  Write  What  I See.” 

The  point  of  the  story  was  that  Kinnear, 
whom  the  writer  called  “one  of  western  Can- 
ada’s best  sound  engineers,”  is  deaf. 

Schrader  wrote  that  when  he  called  on 
Kinnear  he  was  testing  some  sound  equip- 
ment for  a sound  projector.  Though  the 
writer  could  not  hear  a thing,  Kinnear  said 
the  equipment  did  not  sound  right.  Kinnear 
had  his  fingers  on  the  amplifier.  It  didn’t 
feel  right  to  him  ...  I placed  my  fingers  on 
the  machine  and  felt  small  vibrations.” 

Kinnear  depended  on  touch.  “Of  course,” 
he  said,  “I  don’t  depend  entirely  on  touch 
any  more.  They  have  devised  some  pretty 
efficient  instruments  for  testing  sound.” 

The  Tribune  writer  found  that  Kinnear  was 
adept  at  reading  lips,  but  had  trouble  speak- 
ing. This  was  his  story: 

When  Kinnear  was  a young  boy,  he  went 
to  bed  one  night  perfectly  normal,  and  woke 
up  the  next  morning  totally  deaf  and  had 
lost  his  sense  of  balance.  His  parents  sent 
him  to  a school  for  the  deaf,  but  he  found 
he  was  forgetting  how  to  speak,  so  continued 


his  education  at  ordinary  schools  learning 
mainly  from  books. 

Kinnear  became  interested  in  electricity  in 
1923,  when  he  was  15,  and  it  was  only  a step 
to  sound  engineering.  He  learned  the  hard 
way,  playing  around  with  electricity  and 
studying  books.  In  the  early  days  of  radio  he 
operated  by  touch  and  with  the  aid  of 
friends. 

“I  would  make  an  adjustment,”  he  told  the 
writer,  “and  ask  someone  how  it  sounded.  If 
he  didn’t  like  it,  I would  correct  the  trouble 
until  it  sounded  right  to  him.” 

Now  he  works  on  projectors,  his  work  tak- 
ing him  from  Halifax  to  Vancouver. 

Kinnear  told  the  columnist  that  he  saw 
so  many  movies  that  he  seldom  attended 
them  unless  his  wife  wanted  to  go.  “I  tag 
along.  She  gives  me  the  drift  where  neces- 
sary, but  you  can  nearly  always  follow  the 
plot  without  hearing.” 

He  believes  that  radio  listeners  were  losing 
their  idea  of  what  a concert  sounds  like  be- 
cause tone  control  and  other  instruments  al- 
low the  listener  to  adjust  the  set  to  suit  him- 
self, but  he  doesn’t  hear  the  real  thing. 

Kinnear  was  born  in  Souris,  Man.,  where 
he  played  with  the  Souris  hockey  team  from 
1927  to  1929  when  they  were  provincial  cham- 
pions. He  also  plays  a bit  of  golf  and  is  in- 
terested in  photography. 


W.  S.  Hart  Gives  $100,000 
For  an  Animal  Sanctuary 

(From  New  England  Edition) 
BRIDGEPORT — William  S.  Hart,  western 
star  of  the  silent  days,  has  made  a gift  of 
$100,000  to  the  Connecticut  Humane  Society 
for  the  establishment  of  a sanctuary  for 
small  animals  as  a memorial  to  his  sister, 
Mary  E.  Hart.  Hart  maintains  a residence 
in  nearby  Westport. 


PITTSBURGH 


TM'aj.  Jerome  “Jerry”  Roth,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Penn  and  son  of  the  Israel 
Roths,  veteran  exhibitors,  has  been  in  Brus- 
sels for  several  months,  recuperating  from 
exhaustion  . . . Cpl.  Francis  Fleishman,  son 
of  the  Harry  Feishmans  of  the  Brighton,  fur- 
loughed here  from  Camp  Shelby,  Miss. 

Pvt.  Millard  Green,  son  of  the  Beacon  pro- 
prietor, Dave  Green,  is  somewhere  in  Belgium 
with  an  airborne  division  . . . Abe  Joseph  of 
the  Triangle  reports  that  his  son,  Lieut.  Her- 
bert L.  Joseph,  is  in  Luxembourg  with  Gen- 
eral Patton’s  Third  army  . . . Lieut.  Tom 
Anas,  who  returned  to  Hollidays  Cove,  W.  Va„ 
with  the  body  of  his  father,  the  late  Nick 
Anas,  has  remained  there  on  business  in  con- 
nection with  the  Anas  theatres  there  and  at 
Weirton.  His  father  died  while  visiting  him 
at  his  camp  in  California.  Tom  Anas  said  his 
brother,  Pvt.  George  Anas,  is  in  Italy. 

George  Mikolowsky,  who  participated  in  the 
Normandy  invasion,  is  now  projecting  films 
for  service  men  at  Southhampton,  England, 
according  to  his  father,  Theodore  Mikolowsky, 
veteran  Masontown  exhibitor.  George’s  twin 
brother,  Lieut.  William  Mikolowsky,  bombar- 
dier, who  completed  71  missions  in  Africa, 
Sicily,  Sardinia  and  Italy,  and  who  was  twice 
wounded,  is  now  an  AAF  instructor  at  Mari- 
anna, Fla, 

The  tenth  annual  Dapper  Dan  Club  dinner 
will  be  held  at  the  William  Penn  Hotel  March 
13.  Many  members  of  the  industry  here  are 
Dapper  Dans  and  they  turn  out  for  the  big 
sports  event  each  year  . . . Pvt.  Dom  Tam- 
burri,  former  assistant  manager  of  Warners’ 
Belmar,  was  killed  in  action  in  Luxembourg 
. . . RKO’s  exploitation  screening  of  “The 
Woman  in  the  Window”  for  police  heads  and 
newspaper  men  was  very  successful,  with  dis- 
cussions broadcast  by  KQV.  Tom  Birks,  Sun- 
Telegraph,  and  Andy  Charles,  assistant  super- 
intendant  of  police,  were  correct  in  figuring 
out  the  “end.” 

Sgt.  Morton  Stahl,  son  of  the  Herman 
Stahls  of  Oil  City,  has  gone  overseas.  Three 
other  sons  of  the  Stahls  are  Sgt.  Ralph, 
M.  P.  detachment  1,  Aberdeen,  Md.;  Sgt.  Jack 
in  the  Marianas,  and  Bob,  who  is  with  OWI, 
Washington.  A younger  brother  of  Herman, 
and  of  Harry  Stahl,  Sharon  exhibitor,  Ben 
Stahl,  is  aboard  a destroyer  escort. 

Jay  Williams,  Ligonier  exhibitor,  who 
operates  a woman’s  dress  shop  at  Somerset, 
has  branched  out  in  the  fashion  enterprise 
and  has  opened  a similar  shop  at  Ligonier, 
on  the  second  floor  over  the  Ligonier  Theatre 
auditorium.  The  theatre  building  also  has 
two  stores  on  the  street  floor  and  three  of- 
fices on  the  second  floor  in  addition  to  the 
new  women’s  wear  store. 

The  AMPTO  office  issued  a bulletin  which 
invited  all  theatre  owners  to  attend  the 
motion  picture  industry’s  Red  Cross  rally 
February  25,  here  . . . Mrs.  Martha  Shulgold 
of  the  Crown  Film  office  is  back  to  “about 
normal,”  recuperating  from  injuries  sustained' 
in  an  auto  accident  several  weeks  ago,  and 
her  husband,  Max,  is  again  “hitting  the  road” 
and  bringing  in  new  film  bookings  for  Crown. 
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CINCINNATI 


Among  exhibitors  in  were  Hank  Davidson, 
Lynchberg;  Floyd  Willard,  New  Madison; 
George  Revelis,  Washington  Court  House; 
Mrs.  Leo  Dwyer,  Celina;  John  Gregory,  Day- 
ton;  R.  J.  Harrell,  Cleves;  F.  G.  Nally,  Nitro, 
and  Will  Munsey,  Bluefield  . . . Tony  Stern, 
Warners,  was  in  from  Cleveland  accom- 
panied by  Will  Wasserman,  short  subject 
booker. 

Helen  Fleming,  WB,  has  been  sick  several 
weeks  . . . Bob  Lichenstein,  newly-appointed 
Warner  booker,  is  looking  for  an  apartment 
for  himself  and  wife  . . . Harris  Dudelson,  UA 
manager,  reports  that  in  spite  of  the  record 
snow,  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  was  running  ahead 
of  “Since  You  Went  Away,”  both  in  Albee 
here  and  in  Loew’s,  Columbus. 

Dorothy  Maxfield  was  happy  over  the  re- 
turn on  leave  of  a certain  sailor  from  boot 
training  . . . When  the  temperature  hit  75, 
John  Eifert  talked  gardening,  but  suddenly 
lost  interest  when  it  dropped  to  five  above 
the  following  day. 

Mrs.  M.  Ammon,  mother-in-law  of  Bob 
Laws,  20th-Fox,  died  last  week  . . . The  Va- 
riety Club  gave  a “cabaret  night”  party  last 
Saturday  (17)  with  Irving  Sochin  in  charge. 
A magician  and  a singing  and  dancing  team 
provided  entertainment  . . . Alice  Porter  is 
new  in  the  20th-Fox  cashier  department. 

Ida  Drees,  20th-Fox  inspector,  suffered  a 
broken  elbow  when  she  slipped  on  the  ice 
. . . Sgt.  Eileen  Burke,  formerly  with  20th-Fox, 
was  here  on  furlough  prior  to  leaving  for  a 
new  post  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.  . . . United  Art- 
ists sneak-previewed  “Brewster’s  Millions” 
with  the  current  showing  of  “I’ll  Be  Seeing 
You”  at  the  Albee. 

Jack  Hobt,  son  of  A1  Hobt,  Metro  booker, 
has  written  from  Germany,  where  he  is  now 
stationed  after  two  years  service  . . . Lee  Gold- 
berg, Popular  Pictures,  received  word  his  son 
Jay  has  arrived  in  France  with  a tank  unit 
. . . Bob  Langer,  Universal  sales  representa- 
tive, has  been  transferred  to  the  Atlanta  of- 
fice. 

Virginia  Monahan,  Metro,  is  taking  time 
out  for  an  appendectomy.  Ruth  Mueller  is 
back  following  an  operation  . . . Amy  Haen- 
del,  Universal  contract  clerk,  has  announced 
her  marriage  to  Robert  Baker,  shipper,  which 
took  place  last  fall. 

Mrs.  Spencer  Tracy  Talks 
On  Aid  for  the  Deaf 

(From  Central  Edition) 

CHICAGO — Mrs.  Spencer  Tracy,  wife  of 
the  motion  picture  star,  delivered  a lecture 
before  the  Society  of  the  Hard  of  Hearing, 
discussing  “Meeting  the  needs  of  the  deaf 
child.”  Mrs.  Tracy,  whose  son  was  born 
deaf,  founded  the  John  Tracy  clinic  in  Los 
Angeles.  It  was  named  for  her  son  and 
devoted  to  aiding  handicapped  children. 


MEMPHIS — Not  all  the  drama  of  the  thea- 
tre takes  place  on  the  screen  or  stage. 

Joe  Simon,  manager  of  Warner  Theatre, 
stood  goggle-eyed  when  a service  man  ap- 
peared at  the  office  and  told  him  a hand 
had  come  up  through  the  air  vent,  and  seized 
him  about  the  ankle. 

“What  did  you  do?”  asked  Simon. 


Massachusetts  May 
Curb  Ticket  Scalpers 

(From  New  England  Edition) 

BOSTON — A bill  which  proposes  an  in- 
crease in  the  annual  license  fee  for  theatre 
ticket  agencies  from  $100  a year  to  $10,000, 
has  been  introduced  in  the  state  senate.  Sec- 
tion two  of  the  bill  states,  “The  commissioner 
shall  not  issue  a license  hereunder  unless  the 
applicant  posts  a bond  of  $10,000,  with  surety 
satisfactory  to  the  commissioner,  guarantee- 
ing that  the  tickets  are  at  the  exact  location 
and  have  the  exact  face  value  stated  to  the 
purchaser  at  the  time  of  sale  to  him.” 

Another  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the 
senate  dealing  with  the  sale  of  theatre  tickets. 
As  yet  the  other  bill  is  not  in  print.  Both 
bills  were  introduced  at  the  time  of  the  Bob 
Hope  show  in  the  Boston  Garden.  Thousands 
of  people  were  denied  tickets  at  the  Garden 
boxoffice  and  it  was  implied  that  the  tickets 
had  been  bought  up  by  so-called  “scalpers.” 
The  situation  was  the  source  of  great  indig- 
nation. 

Youth  Defends  Real  War 
Scenes  on  the  Screens 

(From  New  England  Edition) 

HARTFORD  — The  following  letter  was 
published  in  the  People’s  Forum  of  the  Times. 
It  was  written  by  a local  high  school  student. 

“As  I was  seated  in  one  of  the  Hartford 
theatres  one  night  recently,  a newsreel  pic- 
tured a wounded  soldier,  torn,  bleeding,  and 
smoking  from  powder  burns.  ‘Oh,’  gasped  a 
woman  behind  me.  ‘I  don’t  see  why  they  let 
such  horrible  things  be  shown  to  the  public.’ 
I felt  like  turning  around  and  telling  her 
that  war  is  not  a bed  of  roses.  War  is  a lot 
more  than  just  marching  men,  victory,  and 
glorious  death  ...  War  is  stupidity,  waste, 
vermin,  painful  wounds,  high  taxes,  and  low 
politics,  and  people  grabbing  all  they  can  for 
their  own  profit  . . . Theatres  should  be 
praised  for  showing  people  the  realities  of 
war,  for  making  us  realize  we  must  keep  the 
peace.” 

FMW  Planning  a Theatre 
Of  Prefabricated  Steel 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

KANSAS  CITY— E.  C.  Rhoden,  president  of 
Fox  Midwest  Theatres,  is  back  from  the 
west  coast  meeting  of  National  Theatres 
executives,  and  reports  that  prefabricated 
steel  showhouses  will  play  a prominent  part 
in  the  postwar  plans  of  exhibition.  In  fact, 
he  says,  plans  are  being  laid  by  FMW  for 
such  a house  in  this  area,  to  be  erected 
whenever  materials  are  available. 

Theatres  of  prefabricated  steel,  Rhoden  ex- 
plained, are  fire  and  earthquake  proof,  have 
thorough  insulation  from  all  angles  and  will 
comply  with  all  building  regulations. 


“I  stamped  on  the  hand.” 

“And  what  did  the  hand  do?” 

“It  called  for  help.” 

Investigation  showed  it  happened,  too.  The 
fire  department  had  to  be  called  to  extract 
a youngster,  a Warner  usher  off  duty,  from 
the  air  vent.  The  usher  had  crawled  into 
the  vent  the  night  before  to  escape  the  wrath 
of  three  sailors  who  resented  his  encounter 
with  one  of  the  sailor’s  girl  friends. 


COLUMBUS 


Ogt.  Charles  Bauman,  member  of  the  Day- 
^ ton  Variety  Club  who  has  been  stationed 
here  the  last  several  years,  is  now  taking  a 
refresher  course  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  San 
Antonio  . . . Joan  Barcroft,  publicist  for  the 
RKO  Palace  and  Grand,  is  back  at  her  type- 
writer following  a ten-day  absence  caused 
when  she  suffered  burns  on  her  arm  when  the 
gas  stove  in  her  apartment  exploded. 

William  H.  Elder,  Ohio  manager,  is  on  the 
job  again  following  a week’s  absence  with 
the  flu  . . . Carolyn  Haight,  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity coed,  is  conducting  a daily  15-minute 
RKO  matinee  radio  program  over  WCOL.  She 
interviews  stage  celebrities  who  appear  at  the 
RKO  Palace.  A special  radio  studio  has  been 
set  up  in  the  theatre  for  the  broadcasts. 

Ruth  Grubb,  Ohio  office  assistant,  and 
Fred  Oestreicher,  Ohio  publicist,  are  daily 
participants  in  the  Inquiring  Reporter  radio 
program  broadcast  from  a studio  in  the  thea- 
tre over  WCOL.  Their  only  complaint  is  that 
they  aren’t  eligible  for  the  silver  dollars  given 
on  the  program  . . . Charlie  Ginn,  Variety 
Club  steward  a few  years  ago,  is  back  in  the 
same  job  following  visits  to  California  and 
Florida. 

Capt.  Michael  J.  Cullen,  former  Loew’s  mid- 
western  division  manager,  writes  from  Paris 
that  he  has  been  shepherding  the  Katharine 
Cornell  “Barretts  of  Wimpole  Street”  troupe 
around  the  GI  circuit.  Cullen,  special  service 
officer,  has  been  in  North  Africa,  Italy  and 
France  since  February  1942. 

Danny  Flavin,  relief  theatre  editor  and 
columnist  for  the  State  Journal,  is  now  taking 
boot  training  at  Great  Lakes  naval  training 
station  . . . Sgt.  Cecil  Sansbury  of  the  air 
transport  command,  former  publicity  man- 
ager for  the  Jackson-Murphy  Theatres,  was 
in  town  recently  on  a week’s  furlough.  While 
here  he  had  a reunion  with  his  old  friend, 
Sgt.  Roger  Garrett  of  the  marines,  who  also 
was  home  on  leave.  Garrett  was  organist  at 
the  Ohio  ten  years  before  his  marine  enlist- 
ment. Sansbury  is  now  stationed  in  Memphis. 

Lieut.  Ray  Finch,  Schenectady,  former  as- 
sistant organist  at  the  Roxy  and  Paramount 
theatres  in  New  York  City,  is  now  stationed 
at  Lockboume  army  air  base,  near  here.  He 
is  a student  officer  and  pilot  of  a Flying 
Fortress. 

Martin  G.  Smith,  Toledo,  president  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  and 
P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  ITOO,  are  attending 
numerous  Red  Cross  drive  meetings  these 
days.  Smith  attended  a national  meeting  in 
New  York  last  week  and  is  slated  for  meet- 
ings in  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Des  Moines 
and  Omaha.  Wood,  co-chairman  of  the  Ohio 
state  drive,  is  attending  meetings  in  Cincin- 
nati and  Cleveland.  M.  S.  Fine,  Cleveland 
and  Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  Cincinnati,  are 
the  other  state  co-chairmen. 

Daylight  Time  Saves 
Nothing,  Critics  Aver 

(From  Canadian  Edition) 

Toronto — The  Ontario  agricultural 
council  at  its  annual  convention  here 
unanimously  endorsed  a resolution  call- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  daylight  saving 
by  the  Dominion  government  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  economically  wasteful 
and  injurious  to  health.  Daylight  sav- 
ing was  applied  as  a permanent  policy 
under  the  war  measures  act  four  years 
ago  as  a move  to  conserve  electric  power 
but  most  war  plants  have  operated  on  a 
24-hour  basis,  it  has  been  pointed  out, 
and  the  daylight  time  saves  nothing. 


Comedy  in  Grasping  Hand  Mystery 

(From  Southern  Edition) 
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BOSTON  GETS  THE  NEWS — Herman  Wobber,  drive  leader  in  the  30th  anni- 
versary celebration  of  20th-Fox,  stopped  off  in  Boston  and  confers  with  exchange 
workers.  Shown  here,  front  row,  1.  to  r.:  Branch  Manager  Moe  Grassgreen,  Dis- 
trict Manager  E.  X.  Callahan,  Central  Sales  Manager  Jack  Schlaifer,  Wobber,  Jo- 
seph St.  Clair,  Roger  Ferri,  and  former  Boston  Sales  Manager  Matt  Simon. 


Film  Clubs  Slated 
In  Junior  Schools 

SPRINGFIELD — To  instruct  school  chil- 
dren how  to  judge  and  select  good  motion 
pictures  and  to  stimulate  their  attendance 
at  theatres  here,  the  Springfield  Motion  Pic- 
ture Council  is  arranging  for  the  formation 
of  film  clubs  at  every  junior  high  school  in 
the  city.  It  plans  to  extend  the  idea  to 
senior  high  school  groups. 

The  model  organization  is  already  in 
operation  at  the  Buckingham  Junior  High 
School  under  Mrs.  Ralph  W.  O’Rourke.  Fol- 
lowing the  appointment  of  standing  com- 
mittees, the  school  film  club  meets  once  each 
week  after  school  to  discuss  films  through  li- 
brary reports,  newspaper  articles,  and  a 
basic  textbook.  Outside  speakers  will  dis- 
cuss motion  picture  appreciation  and  dis- 
tinctive films  will  be  reviewed  weekly.  Thea- 
tre parties  will  be  planned. 

Sentencing  of  Six  Circus 
Officials  Due  This  Week 

HARTFORD — Superior  Court  Judge  Wil- 
liam J.  Shea  deferred  until  this  week  (20) 
imposition  of  sentence  on  six  circus  officials 
and  the  Ringling  Bros.-Barnum  & Bailey 
Combined  Shows.,  Inc.,  for  whom  pleas  of 
nolo  contendere  were  entered  on  charges  of 
manslaughter.  The  circus  itself  was  held 
most  to  blame  for  waterproofing  the  main 
tent  canvas  with  paraffin  and  gasoline. 

The  six  officials  follow:  James  A.  Haley, 
assistant  to  the  president,  who  voted  to  send 
the  show  out  on  the  road  even  though  it 
would  be  manned  by  only  550  employes  in- 
stead of  1,000;  George  W.  Smith,  general 
manager,  who  was  in  charge  of  equipment 
and  was  responsible  for  the  lack  of  adequate 
fire  fighting  material:  Leonard  S.  Ayles- 
worth,  chief  tentman  in  charge  of  fire  fight- 
ing equipment  and  the  posting  of  seatmen, 
who  was  in  Springfield  at  the  time  of  the 
fire;  David  W.  Blanchfield,  chief  truckman, 
who  was  in  charge  of  all  trucks,  including  all 
water  trucks,  which  were  used  to  haul 
water  for  the  animals  rather  than  a fire 
protection;  William  Caley,  seatman,  who  had 
left  his  post  of  duty  near  where  the  fire  had 
originated. 

Claims  of  the  victims  may  approximate 
$3,000,000,  stated  Attorney  Hadden,  repre- 
senting the  circus. 

War  Veterans  Will  Speak 
At  Theatres  for  Cross 

HARTFORD — Forty  veterans  of  World  War 
II  will  be  trained  to  make  brief  talks  on 
stages  of  theatres  here  in  behalf  of  the  Red 
Cross  drive  in  March,  according  to  Willard 
B.  Rogers,  chairman  of  the  speakers’  bu- 
reau. The  group  is  headed  by  Maj.  William 
H.  Burnham  who  served  for  two  and  one- 
half  years  with  the  army  air  force  in  the 
Pacific.  He  will  be  assisted  by  four  vice- 
chairmen:  Capt.  Frederick  Riggs,  Capt.  Stan- 
ley Ward,  Lieut.  William  A.  Jamison,  and 
Comdr.  Albert  Weldon. 


Cross  Meet  at  New  Haven 

NEW  HAVEN — The  first  general  precam- 
paign Red  Cross  meeting  here  Saturday  (24) 
of  exhibitors,  exchange  managers,  salesmen 
and  head  bookers  with  local  representatives 
of  the  Red  Cross  will  be  addressed  here  by 
Ben  Kalmenson  of  Warner  Bros,  and  Major 
Thompson  of  RKO.  I.  J.  Hoffman,  Connecti- 
cut exhibitor  head  of  the  WAC,  and  Carl 
Goe,  distributor  chairman,  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  luncheon-meeting,  at  the  Hotel  Taft  of 
film  men  from  all  parts  of  the  state. 


New  Hampshire  Theatres 
Hit  by  Heavy  Snow 

MANCHESTER,  N.  H.  — Motion  picture 
theatres  throughout  New  Hampshire  were 
hard  hit  by  the  recent  heaviest  snowstorm 
of  the  winter. 

With  many  of  the  main  highways  tem- 
porarily blocked  attendance  in  the  larger 
cities  and  small  communities  took  a ter- 
rific tumble. 

In  a number  of  cities  and  towns  programs 
were  abandoned  temporarily.  In  the  Granite 
State’s  largest  city,  Manchester,  the  Palace 
and  Crown  were  obliged  to  close  down  when 
films  for  an  advertised  change  in  programs 
became  stranded  on  a truck  en  route  from 
Boston  to  Manchester. 

The  State  and  Strand,  also  in  Manchester 
and  Cinder  the  same  management,  were  more 
fortunate  as  snow  removal  crews  had  the 
situation  under  control  by  the  time  their 
programs  were  due  to  change. 

Weekly  shows  in  West  Ossipee  theatres  were 
cancelled  when  films  failed  to  get  through 
the  snowbound  highways  from  Boston.  Many 
rural  areas  were  expected  to  be  more  or  less 
snowbound  for  two  weeks. 

Stuck  in  Snow,  He's  Glad 
To  Meet  an  Ex-Showman 

HARTFORD — Joe  DiLorenzo,  manager  of 
the  Plainfield  Theatre  at  Plainfield,  relates 
he  was  returning  to  Plainfield  after  a busi- 
ness trip  to  the  Daly  circuit  headquarters 
here  last  week  during  the  terrific  snow- 
storm. 

Although  the  weather  failed  to  clear  by 
late  afternoon,  Joe  had  headed  his  car  back 
to  Plainfield  and  ploughed  through  the 
drifts  until  he  reached  “the  wilds  of  Scot- 
land, Conn.,  where  he  was  stalled.  With  the 
wind  howling  and  the  darkness  coming  on, 
Joe  began  to  get  worried.  Traffic  was  very 
thin.  Then,  chugging  into  view  came  a car 
filled  with  war  workers  and  in  the  driver’s 
seat  was  Ed  Sokolowsky,  who  held  the  post 
of  Plainfield  theatre  manager  for  five  years 
prior  to  his  accepting  a full-time  job  with 
a local  war  plant.  Sure  enough,  Ed  did  the 
necessary  towing  job  and  DiLorenzo  reached 
his  theatre  safely  and  fully  convinced  that 
“showmen  should  stick  together.” 


Pacific  Veteran  Back 

HARTFORD — Tom  Carney,  formerly  with 
the  Hedlund  Players,  a Little  Theatre  group 
here,  has  arrived  home  on  furlough  after 
serving  in  three  major  campaigns  in  the  Pa- 
cific with  the  marines.  He  recently  spent 
six  months  in  a naval  hospital  at  Sun  Val- 
ley, Idaho.  His  outfit  received  a citation. 


New  Haven  Grosses 
Up  Despite  Storm 

NEW  HAVEN — Opening  with  a record 
snowstorm  which  killed  business  and  dented 
by  Ash  Wednesday,  the  week  nevertheless 
showed  good  business  downtown.  At  the 
Loew’s  Poli  “A  Song  to  Remember”  and 
selected  shorts  did  above-average  business 
and  moved  to  the  College  for  a second  week. 
At  the  College  third  week  of  “Meet  Me  in 
St.  Louis,”  also  single,  held  up  to  almost  aver- 
age. “Can’t  Help  Singing”  and  “San  Diego, 
I Love  You”  also  upped  from  the  usual  take. 


(Average  is  100) 

Bijou — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 80 

College — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 95 

Loew's  Poli — A Song  to  Remember  (Col) 108 

Paramount — The  Suspect  (Univ);  Her  Lucky 

Night  (Univ)  85 

Roger  Sherman — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ); 

San  Diego.  I Love  You  (Univ)  103 


Boston  Grosses  Remain  High  Despite 
Snows;  "Guest"  and  "Keys"  Are  Tops 

BOSTON — Although  the  Hub  had  more 
than  its  share  of  snow  and  ice  the  theatre 
grosses  still  were  above  average.  “Guest  in 
the  House”  opened  to  a capacity  house  at  the 
Orpheum  and  State,  and  “Keys  of  the  King- 
dom” did  very  good  business  in  its  third  week. 
“Hangover  Square”  played  at  the  Fenway 
and  Paramount  with  the  grosses  high. 


Boston — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show,  2nd  wk 120 

Fenway  and  Paramount — Hangover  Square  (20th- 

Fox);  Big  Show-Off  (Rep)  125 

Majestic — Dark  Waters  (UA)  1 25 

Memorial — Her  Lucky  Night  (Univ);  Experiment 

Perilous  (RKO)  125 

Metropolitan — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 130 

State  and  Orpheum — Guest  in  the  House  (UA); 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M)  130 

Translux — The  Big  Bonanza  (Rep) 110 


"Three  Caballeros"  Rings  the  Bell 
At  the  Strand  in  Hartford 

HARTFORD — “The  Three  Caballeros”  rang 
the  bell  at  the  Strand  and  customers  stood  in 
line  half  way  up  main  street.  The  fourth 
week  of  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  continued 
to  draw  well  at  the  Regal  and  receipts  were 
singing  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  for  a third  week  of 
“Can’t  Help  Singing.”  “Keys  of  the  King- 
dom” remained  for  a second  big  week  at 
Loew’s  Palace. 

Allyn — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep);  Dangerous 


Passage  (Para)  120 

E.  M.  Loew's — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Mur- 
der in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ),  3rd  wk 170 

Paiace — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 130 

Poli — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox);  Nevada 

(RKO)  -....160 

Regal — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  4th  wk 125 

State — The  Kid  Sister  (PRC),  plus  Frankie 
Carle  orchestra  on  stage  110 
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BOSTON 


T ieut.-Gov.  Robert  E.  Bradford  and  mem- 
bers of  his  family  “costarred”  last  week 
with  Minnie  the  Bear,  who  appeared  in 
“Road  to  Utopia.’’  The  Massachusetts  of- 
ficial and  his  family  went  backstage  and 
were  photographed  with  the  bear,  which  has 
been  appearing  at  the  Sportsmen’s  Show. 

Arnold  Van  Leer,  publicist  for  Paramount, 
went  to  New  York  to  confer  with  company 
officials  . . . Maribel  Vinson  Owen  and  her 
ice  show  will  come  to  the  Copley  March  29 
for  a six-week  engagement.  She  is  a native 
Bostonian  . . . Barbara  Pearson  has  returned 
to  the  Bostonian  magazine  as  editor.  She 
will  write  two  pages  of  theatre  news. 

Miss  Lou  Brady  of  the  Family  Theatre, 
Worcester,  was  severely  injured  in  an  acci- 
dent recently.  She  is  out  of  danger  . . . Bob 
Robison,  former  manager  of  the  Plymouth 
in  Worcester,  Mass.,  served  as  ringmaster  for 
the  annual  charity  circus  at  the  Auditorium 
there. 

Bob  Dixon,  well  known  in  the  film  district 
and  former  radio  announcer  in  Worcester, 
made  a film  test  for  RKO  in  New  York  . . . 
John  Luminari  of  the  St.  George  in  Fram- 
ingham, Mass.,  has  entered  naval  training  at 
Sampson,  New  York  . . . The  Elks  war  com- 
mission sponsored  a benefit  show  at  the 
State  Theatre  in  Milford. 

Wendy  Clements  of  Paramount  has  joined 
the  coast  guard  . . . Rose  Rubin  of  Republic 
returned  to  work  Monday  after  a brief  ill- 
ness . . . Mildred  Goodwin  of  Affiliated 
Theatres  has  resigned. 

Demmie  Clegg  of  United  Artists  sent 
transcription  records  of  Marie  McDonald 
made  during  her  recent  visit  to  the  Boston 


BRIDGEPORT 


Wincent  E.  Palmeri,  former  manager  of  the 
Warner,  is  now  in  Lima,  Peru,  where  he 
is  general  manager  for  Warner  Bros.,  in  Peru 
and  Bolivia  . . . Aresti  Tomasetti  is  back  in 
the  projection  booth  at  Loew’s  Poli  after  a 
week’s  absence  due  to  a fractured  rib  sus- 
tained in  a fall  . . . Arlene  Judge,  local  film 
actress,  is  back  in  the  east  and  may  do  a 
Broadway  show. 


Peter  Benard,  projectionist  at  the  Warner, 
has  been  named  to  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Red  Cross  drive  . . . Edward  Rosen- 
baum, dean  of  the  press  agents  (he  has  been 
one  for  46  years)  was  here  in  connection  with 
Columbia’s  “Song  to  Remember”  at  Loew’s 
Poli  . . . Since  the  closing  of  the  Lyric  Man- 
ager Robert  Carney  has  been  filling  in  as 
relief  manager  at  the  other  three  Loew 
houses  here. 


Albert  M.  Schuman,  who  hasn’t  had  a vaca- 
tion in  five  years,  has  named  Hans  Mol- 
lander  of  Saybrook  manager  of  his  Black 
Rock  theatre  and  is  off  to  Florida  for  a 
month’s  rest.  Millander  will  continue  in  the 
post  after  Schuman  returns. 


exchange  to  a friend  overseas  . . . Irving 
Mendelson,  UA  office  manager,  passed  his 
army  physical  and  is  waiting  induction. 

Bob  Montgomery,  publicity  director  for 
Lester  Cowan,  visited  Boston  in  connection 
with  the  opening  of  “Tomorrow  the  World” 

. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maurice  Wolf  have  re- 
turned from  Florida  where  they  visited  their 
son,  Ensign  Norton  Wolf. 

Burt  McKenzie,  M-G-M  publicist,  was 
marooned  at  his  home  for  two  days  by  the 
snowstorm  here  . . . Mrs.  G.  M.  Powers,  the 
86-year-old  owner  of  the  Powers  Theatre  in 
Carabou.  Me.,  celebrated  her  21st  anniversary 
of  playing  M-G-M  product  . . . Harry  Welch 
of  the  Gorham  Theatre  in  Gorham,  Me., 
made  a visit  to  the  M-G-M  exchange  last 
week  despite  the  snowstorm  . . . Ann  Dugan 
has  joined  the  United  Artists  staff. 

Lou  Smith,  treasurer  of  the  Orpheum  and 
State  theatres,  celebrated  his  birthday  with 
a party  at  the  Latin  Quarter  with  his  fam- 
ily, friends  and  employes  . . . Henry  Fields, 
manager  of  Morse  & Rothenberg’s  Kenmore, 
has  returned  after  a one-month  leave  of 
absence  . . . Harry  Golden,  brother  of  Ed 
Golden,  is  the  new  manager  of  the  Beacon 
Theatre. 

Irving  Shapiro  of  Concessions  Enterprisers, 
Inc.,  and  Ruth  Snider,  daughter  of  Ralph 
Snider  of  the  Snider  circuit,  have  announced 
their  engagement.  Twentieth-Fox  held  a 
meeting  at  the  Boston  exchange  to  outline 
plans  for  the  forthcoming  30th  anniversary 
drive.  Herman  Wobber  is  head  of  the  drive, 
which  starts  in  April.  He  will  be  assisted  by 
John  St.  Clair  of  the  home  office;  E.  X. 
Callahan,  branch  manager;  Moe  Grassgreen, 
division  manager;  L.  F.  Schaifer  and  Roger 
Ferri. 

Arthur  Morton,  manager  of  the  Fenway, 
passed  his  navy  physical  and  expects  to  en- 
ter a radar  school  in  March  . . . Abe  Barry 
of  Columbia  returned  from  Florida  just  in 
time  for  one  of  the  biggest  snowstorms  in 
the  history  in  Boston  . . . Eddie  Daley,  man- 
ager of  the  Strand,  Amesbury,  will  return 
to  Lynn  to  manage  the  Waldorf  while  Royce 
Beckman  is  on  leave  of  absence. 

Bill  Deitch  of  the  Palace  Theatre,  Arctic, 
R.  I.;  Oscar  Goldburg  of  the  Weymouth 
Theatre,  Weymouth,  Mass.,  and  Walter  E. 
Young  of  the  Strand  Theatre,  Framingham, 
N.  H..  were  visitors  in  the  Boston  film  dis- 
trict . . . Marie  Coleman  of  M-G-M  is  on 
vacation  . . . The  engagement  of  Kay  O'Hare 
of  M-G-M  to  Frank  Lind  has  been  an- 
nounced . . . Mrs.  Evelyn  Murphy  of  Uni- 
\ersai  has  been  ill  for  a month  but  she  is 
recovering. 

Horace  Wright  is  the  new  Rhode  Island 
salesman  for  Universal.  He  comes  from 
Philadelphia  . . . Harry  Smith,  RKO  booker, 
has  been  promoted  to  a corporal  in  the  first 
corps  cadets  of  the  Massachusetts  state 
guard  . . . Marian  Daily  of  Columbia,  who 
has  been  ill  for  three  weeks,  underwent  an 
operation  last  week. 


John  Golden’s  “A  Place  of  Our  Own” 
comes  to  the  Lyric  March  9-10  as  the  first 
Broadway  tryout  here  this  season.  Also  set 
for  two-day  stays  at  the  house  are  “Kiss 
and  Tell”  in  April  and  “A  Doll’s  House”  early 
in  May  . . . Usherette  Mary  Budzik  of  the 
Fine  Arts,  Westport,  recently  competed  in  a 
“Miss  Bridgeport”  contest. 

Sympathy  to  William  Murray  of  the  Loew’s 
Poli  stage  crew  on  the  death  in  action  of  his 
nephew,  Pvt.  Robert  O'Connell,  of  Middle- 
town.  Bill’s  own  boy  William  jr.  is  serving 
with  the  army  overseas. 


Huston  to  Evolove's  Praisery 

Ralph  Huston  has  joined  Alex  Evelove’s 
praisery  department  at  Warners. 
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Former  Usher  Slain 
In  Belgian  Bailie 

HARTFORD — Pvt.  Bruno  Baraglia,  19, 
former  usher  at  Loew’s  Poli  here,  was  killed 
in  the  war  in  Belgium  January  14,  accord- 
ing to  a notice  received  by  his  parents  from 
the  war  department.  He  entered  the  service 
in  the  fall  of  1943  and  went  overseas  five 
months  ago  with  an  army  airborne  unit.  He 
served  as  a paratrooper  in  the  invasion  of 
Germany.  A requiem  memorial  mass  for 
Baraglia  was  held  here  at  St.  Bridget’s 
Church. 


Not  a Law  Violation 

HARTFORD — Local  theatres  are  within 
the  law  in  hiring  retired  firemen,  the  board 
of  fire  commissioners  ruled  after  hearing  a 
charge  by  the  local  police  union  that  the 
practice  was  in  violation  of  a city  ordinance. 
The  ordinance  provides  that  the  regular  or 
supernumerary  policemen  or  firemen  must 
be  present  during  all  performances. 


WORCESTER 


■pdward  Milton,  doorman  at  the  Capitol,  has 
been  ill  with  pneumonia  . . . Cliff  Nazarro, 
the  doubletalk  film  comic,  was  in  town  . . . 
The  Forest  Lake  amusement  park  between 
Ware  and  Palmer  has  been  sold  by  Henry  W. 
Holbrook  of  Palmer  to  Clyde  and  Olive  Worby 
of  Palmer  and  L.  A.  Conger  of  Springfield. 

Larry  Guerin,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Plymouth,  is  back  on  the  job  after  a siege 
of  tonsillitis  . . . Clarence  Alger  is  an  addi- 
tion to  the  Capitol’s  staff  . . . Tony  Pastor  the 
orchestra  leader  was  in  town  . . . Wellington 
Cody  has  been  elevated  to  chief  of  staff  at 
the  Plymouth. 

Mrs.  Howard  S.  Shepard,  president  of  the 
Better  Films  Council,  announces  approval  of 
“Can’t  Help  Singing,”  "Irish  Eyes  Are  Smil- 
ing” and  “Song  of  the  Open  Road”  for  the 
family;  “Are  These  Our  Parents?,”  “Des- 
tiny,” "Dragon  Seed,”  “Girl  Rush,”  “In  the 
Meantime,  Darling,”  “Johnny  Come  Lately” 
and  “A  Song  to  Remember”  for  mature-fam- 
ily audiences,  and  “Guest  in  the  House,” 
“Music  in  Manhattan”  and  “Swamp  Water” 
foi  adults. 

There’s  a trend  to  single  features  at  the 
Poli,  where  Manager  Harold  H.  Maloney  re- 
ports four  in  succession  . . . Manager  Ralph 
Eaton  did  a fine  job  of  publicizing  home- 
towner  Tony  DeMarco,  dancer,  when  he  filled 
a vaudeville  date  at  the  Plymouth  . . . The 
Evening  Gazette  has  dropped  its  customary 
weekly  motion  picture  layout. 

Robert  Anderson  of  the  Capitol  has  en- 
tered the  navy  . . . Dennis  Giruard  is  the 
new  doorman  at  the  Plymouth. 

The  95-year-old  mother  of  Louis  Gregory, 
stage  manager  of  the  Plymouth,  fell  and 
broke  her  arm  . . . Helen  Ford,  cashier  at 
the  Elm  Street,  has  been  on  a southern  trip 
that  included  a visit  to  the  national  capital 
. . . Ethel  Barrymore  Colt  was  added  to  the 
cast  of  “Pagliacci”  at  the  Auditorium. 

The  selectmen  of  Orange  cancelled  the 
lease  of  the  Orange  in  the  Town  Hall,  held 
by  the  Garbose  Bros.,  and  issued  a new  lease 
for  five  years  to  Chester  Carbone  of  Athol 
at  a weekly  rental  rate  of  $62.50.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Garboses  announced  they  had 
acquired  an  option  on  the  Baptist  church 
property  on  East  Main  St.  where  they  plan 
to  build  a theatre  after  the  war.  The  church 
society  has  set  a purchasing  price  of  $10,000. 
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Conneclicul  Showmen 
Parley  on  Legislation 

NEW  HAVEN— A joint  Connecticut  MPTO 
and  Allied  Theatre  Owners  meeting  will  be 
held  here  shortly  to  discuss  pending  industry 
legislation  in  the  state  legislature  at  Hart- 
lord.  Exhibitors  will  review  the  bills  with  a 
view  to  adopting  a unified  course  of  action 
and  appearing  at  the  special  committee  hear- 
ings to  which  they  will  be  assigned.  Herman 
M.  Levy,  executive  MPTO  secretary  and  reg- 
istered industry  lobbyist  at  Hartford,  and 
Maxwell  Alderman,  Allied  executive  secretary, 
will  preside. 

At  the  special  Allied  luncheon-meeting  last 
week,  Alderman  reported  on  the  Allied  board 
meeting  in  Columbus. 


Film  Men  Eye  "Elephant" 

HARTFORD — The  two-story  brick  struc- 
ture here  on  Franklin  Ave.  with  an  audi- 
torium seating  about  400  and  costing  $65,000, 
is  being  labeled  a white  elephant  by  local 
members  of  the  board  of  park  commission- 
ers and  the  public  buildings  commission.  The 
community  center  is  in  need  of  funds  to  re- 
condition and  maintain  it.  Local  theatre 
men  are  viewing  the  building  prospectively 
for  a film  house  and  recreation  center,  it  is 
reported. 


At  Bushnell  Next  Month 

HARTFORD — Elisabeth  Bergner,  screen 
and  stage  star,  is  due  here  for  appearances 
in  “The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls”  at  the  Bush- 
nell Memorial  March  2 and  3.  The  show 
has  completed  a successful  one-year  run  at 
the  Booth  Theatre  in  New  York  and  now  is 
currently  on  tour. 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 


The  father  of  Fred  S. 
Bedard  jr.  built  his 
first  theatre  at  St.  Al- 
bans, Vt.,  in  1914  and 
has  been  in  show  busi- 
ness ever  since.  Be- 
fore opening  his  first 
house,  the  elder  Bed- 
ard covered  the  New 
England  states  for  a 
wholesale  carriage  and 
harness  concern.  He  is 
manager  and  part 
owner  of  Carlisle  and 
Bedard,  operator  of  the  Bellevue  Theatre. 
Fred  jr.,  a lawyer  and  past  president  of  the 
St.  Albans  Chamber  of  Commerce,  has  now 
taken  over  for  his  father  and  is  doing  most 
of  the  booking  and  buying.  Fred  sr.  is  a 
Shriner. 

From  cashiering  for 
Pathe  in  Kansas  City 
in  1916  to  ownership 
of  the  Philip  Smith 
Theatrical  Enterprises 
today,  Philip  Smith, 
of  Brookline,  Mass, 
has  progressed  with 
the  industry.  During 
that  span  of  years  he 
has  sold  film,  served 
in  World  War  I and, 
in  1919,  purchased  his 
first  theatre.  Since 
that  time,  Smith  has  increased  his  holdings 
and  today  controls  18  theatres,  wholly  or 
jointly,  including  nine  drive-ins.  A member 
of  Independent  Exhibitors  of  N.E.,  he  also  be- 
longs to  several  fraternal  and  charitable  or- 
ganizations, including  the  Masons. 


Stanley  Sumner  of 
Cambridge  has  worked 
in  many  branches  of 
the  industry.  In  1910 
he  became  assistant 
manager  of  the  Mal- 
den Auditorium.  A few 
months  later  he  trans- 
ferred as  manager  of 
the  Scenic  Temple, 
Cambridge,  and  in 
1914  became  associated 
with  the  Eastern  The- 
atres circuit.  He  re- 
signed to  become  manager  of  the  Fenway 
under  sam  “Roxy”  Rothapfel.  In  partnership 
with  several  others  he  purchased  the  Allston 
in  1919.  Three  years  later  he  assumed  man- 
agement of  the  Community,  Newton.  In  1926 
he  constructed  the  University,  Cambridge. 

Relinquishing  his  dry 
goods  business  almost 
30  years  ago  to  open 
the  Royal  Theatre  at 
Lowell,  Mass.,  George 
Joseph  H u s s o n of 
Whitman,  Mass.,  today 
owns  the  Wilmington 
Theatre,  Wilmington, 

Mass.,  and  the  Em- 
pire, Whitman,  Mass. 

Progressive,  he  con- 
stantly strove  to  im- 
prove his  early  thea- 
tre and  his  house  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
country  to  show  full-length  features  and  to 
run  serials.  Leasing  it  five  years  ago,  Husson 
later  acquired  the  Wilmington  and  the  Em- 
pire, but  has  retired  and  two  daughters  run 
them,  his  two  sons  being  in  service 


Puy  Langley,  New  Hampshire  correspond- 
ent for  BOXOFFICE,  is  recuperating  at 
his  home  in  New  Durham  following  a thyroid 
operation  at  Deaconess  Hospital  in  Boston. 

The  Strand  in  Farmington  was  the  largest 
single  source  of  donations  in  that  town  dur- 
ing the  March  of  Dimes  drive.  The  house, 
owned  by  Walter  E.  Young,  turned  in  ap- 
proximately $114. 

Cpl.  Joseph  Pirkirlniak,  a Strand  employe 
in  Dover  before  entering  the  service,  died 
January  25  from  wounds  suffered  in  the 
European  area.  He  entered  the  army  in  1941 
and  had  served  in  Iceland,  England,  Ireland 
and  Luxembourg. 

A new  bill  introduced  in  the  legislature 
would  provide  $50,000  annually  to  advertise 
New  Hampshire’s  recreational  business  and 
to  induce  new  industries  to  locate  in  the 
state  . . . Legislators  attended  the  showing 
of  a film,  “Hearts  in  Bondage,”  on  Lincoln’s 
birthday. 

Spokesmen  for  the  proposed  dog  racing 
track  in  New  Hampshire  have  revealed  that 
they  are  considering  a site  along  the  New 
Hampshire  seacoast  for  the  $250,000  enter- 
prise. The  exact  location  was  not  described 
but  they  expected  80  per  cent  of  business 
would  come  from  out-of-state  patrons. 

“For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  had  a four-day 
showing  with  no  advance  in  prices  at  the 
Scenic  in  Rochester,  starting  February  18. 
It  was  also  scheduled  for  a Sunday  showing 
at  the  sister  house,  Colonial  ...  A special 
late  show  consisting  of  ski  films  and  car- 
toons was  held  at  the  Franklin  in  Durham 
in  connection  with  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire’s  25th  annual  winter  carnival 
there. 


William  F.  Shea  start- 
ed as  an  electrician  in 
1914.  One  year  later 
he  procured  a projec- 
tionist’s license  and  in 
1931  leased  the  Bijou 
in  Holyoke,  Mass.  The 
Tyler,  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
came  into  his  posses- 
sion in  1936,  and  he 
currently  operates  the 
same  house.  He  is  a 
director  in  the  Service 
Plan  Banking  Co., 
Holyoke.  His  schedule  does  not  allow  time 
for  exhibitor  organizations.  His  friends  call 
him  Bill,  and  his  favorite  sport  is  fishing. 
Francis,  his  elder  son,  is  in  the  armed  forces; 
the  younger,  William  jr.,  attends  school.  He 
is  a Knight  of  Columbus. 

Entering  the  amuse- 
ment world  as  Boston 
representative  of  the 
M.  R.  Sheedy  circuit 
in  1902,  the  theatrical 
history  of  Charles  W. 

Hodgdon,  Wakefield, 

Mass.,  is  a varied  one. 

Switching  from  repre- 
sentation to  booking 
musicians,  he  then  en- 
tered the  picture  in- 
dustry via  the  Boston 
Banner  Rental  ex- 
change, operating  series  of  one-night  stands 
throughout  New  England.  In  1917,  Hodgdon 
and  a partner  opened  houses  in  Massachu- 
setts. Today  he  owns  the  Wakefield  and 
Princess,  Wakefield,  and  the  Middleboro  in 
the  town  of  that  name. 


His  first  theatre  ven- 
ture, an  interest  in  the 
Scenic,  Keene,  N.  H., 
in  1923,  led  Joseph 
Mathieu  to  the  present 
ownership  of  the 
Capitol,  Winchendon, 
Mass.;  Avon  and  Ideal, 
Springfield,  Vt.;  Plaza, 
Derry,  N.  H.;  Welden, 
St.  Albans,  Vt.,  and  the 
State,  Burlington,  Vt. 
He  is  general  manager 
of  three  others,  the 
Scenic  at  Keene,  N.  H.,  the  Magnet  and 
Tremont  at  Claremont,  N.  H.  A past  com- 
mander of  the  American  Legion,  member  of 
Kiwanis  and  VFW,  he  qualified  three  times 
for  Hole-in-One  Club  and  in  1940  was  the 
Legion  state  golf  champion. 

Dr.  L.  G.  Tewksbury, 

owner  of  the  Opera 
House,  Stonington, 

Me.,  started  as  an  ex- 
hibitor in  1921.  He  has 
definite  ideas  regard- 
ing film  cartoons,  says 
he’d  like  to  see  more 
comic-strip  character 
animations  and  fewer 
animal  caricatures.  A 
Mason  and  Lion, 

Tewksbury  was  Ameri- 
can Legion  adjutant 
for  15  years.  His  hobbies  are  amateur  gar- 
dening and  camping  at  the  seashore.  He  has 
two  daughters.  Norma,  a WAVE,  is  stationed 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Marjorie  is  train- 
ing with  the  nurse  cadet  corps  at  Simmons 
College,  Boston. 
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Dvt.  Ray  Fisher,  former  assistant  at  the 
Regal  who  was  wounded  in  action  in 
Luxembourg  in  October,  last  week  arrived  at 
a hospital  in  Atlantic  City.  He  was  in  the 
engineers  corps  . . . Americao  Marino  jr., 
Princess  projectionist,  was  given  a surprise 
birthday  party  by  the  staff  one  evening  after 
the  show. 

Cpl.  Frank  Ramsey,  former  Lenox  man- 
ager, received  a medical  discharge  from  the 
army  at  Greensborough,  S.  C.,  last  weekend 
and  left  for  a month’s  rest  in  California 
before  returning  here  to  resume  work  with 
Warners  . . . Alice  Sicily,  Daly  circuit  head- 
quarters, has  returned  to  her  post  after  a 
month’s  leave.  She  reports  her  marine  hus- 
by  has  been  reassigned  to  a Kentucky  base 
following  his  return  to  the  States  after  three 
years  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Henry  Needles,  WB  district  manager,  rep- 
resented the  theatres  of  the  greater  Hart- 
ford area  at  the  Red  Cross  drive  meeting 
held  at  the  Hotel  Bond  February  15  with 
local  civic  officials  under  the  leadership  of 
Willard  Rogers,  president  of  the  Bond  Hotel. 

. . . Marshall  Adams,  former  Strand  chief  of 
service,  has  returned  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  after 
a ten-day  leave  here.  He  now  is  a chief 
petty  officer. 

Mary  Grillo,  Eastwood  cashier,  was  enjoy- 
ing a brief  New  York  sojourn  . . . The  vaude- 
ville policy  at  Ted  Tuttle’s  Astor  was  dis- 
continued for  one  week  . . . King  Aldridge, 
WB  engineer  out  of  Boston,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  a Warner  post  in  California  . . . 
Pvt.  Tony  Bifolk,  ex-Lyric,  writes  Manager 
Tommy  Mailer  from  Saipan. 

Ted  Tuttle,  Astor  manager  who  suffered 
a broken  right  arm  in  a fall  from  his  thea- 
tre office  window  recently,  was  still  at  St. 
Francis  Hospital  . . . Bernard  Levy,  Amalga- 
mated Theatres,  was  a visitor  . . . Manager 
Tom  Grace,  Eastwood,  has  completed  a re- 
construction job  on  his  theatre  seats  . . . 
Virginia  Granger  is  new  on  the  Princess 
staff. 

Flight  Officer  Johnny  Forte,  ex-Lyric.  has 
returned  to  Louisiana  after  a furlough  here 
. . . Jewel  Bloomberg,  Princess  usherette,  is 
convalescing  at  home  after  recent  appen- 
dectomy at  St.  Francis  Hospital  . . . Barney 
Pitkin,  RKO,  and  George  Walsh,  Paramount, 
were  in  town  on  selling  rounds  . . . Loew’s 
Poli  outdoor  advertising  billboards  were  re- 
painted this  week. 

It  was  “old  home  week”  at  Sam  Scheck- 
ter’s  Colonial  when  Don  Guerrierio,  who  has 
been  promoted  to  sergeant  in  the  military 
police  at  Ft.  Devens.  Pvt.  Ed  Roche,  Ft. 
Jackson,  S.  C.,  and  Hans  Schnable,  from  a 
naval  post  in  California,  were  in  on  leaves 
. . . Stanley  Sutherland,  formerly  in  the 
theatre  business  in  New  York,  has  been  named 
assistant  manager  at  the  Regal  . . . Palace 
Cashier  Martha  Gilwech  was  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  her  WAVE  sister,  Yeoman  Kay 
McKay,  on  a leave  from  Hutchinson,  Kas. 

Pvt.  Rocky  Volope,  former  Regal  assistant, 
is  now  in  Germany  . . . Louis  Wexelman  is 
new  on  the  Lenox  staff  . . . Bob  Smith, 
Colonial  staff,  was  inducted  into  the  navy. 

Spike  Jones  and  his  City  Slickers  band 
will  start  a three-month  eastern  tour  with 
the  State  Theatre  here  April  13  . . . The 
Allyn  Theatre’s  Valentine  girl  is  Anne 
Breault  . . . Sgt.  Sidney  Gans,  former  Co- 
lumbia exploitation  representative  in  this 
area,  checks  in  from  a special  service  office 
in  France  . . . Local  building  officials  con- 
tend that  weak  hinges  were  responsible  for 
the  falling  of  the  Dow’s  marquee  during  the 


wind  and  snow  storm.  The  disfigured  front 
of  the  theatre  building  is  now  covered  with 
display  flags  and  business  is  continuing  as 
usual. 

Corrine  Glazier  is  new  on  the  Colonial 
usherette  staff  and  Tim  Curley  is  new  on 
the  cleaning  staff  here  . . . Sgt.  Hollis  Swee- 
ney, home  on  furlough  after  three  years  in 
the  South  Pacific,  was  in  on  furlough  stop- 
ping at  his  former  spots,  Loew’s  Poli  and 
Palace  theatres  . . . Mrs.  Norman  Rolfe, 
Webb  Playhouse,  visited  her  family  in  Brain- 
tree, Mass.,  nad  Norman  Rowe,  Plaza,  Wind- 
sor, handled  the  relief  stint. 


SPRINGFIELD 

jyjorton  Reed  has  become  sole  owner  of  the 
Bay  State  Film  Co.  here  . . . Charley 
Hurley,  manager  of  the  Phillips  here,  re- 
ports he  picked  up  an  issue  of  the  Daily 
News  the  other  day  and  read  that  his  daugh- 
ter was  married.  “Our  Frannie  is  an  attrac- 
tive young  lady  but  a little  young  for  mar- 
riage; she’s  only  eight  years  old,”  he  in- 
formed the  social  editor,  who  blushingly  re- 
vealed that  it  was  another  Francis  Hurley 

Clifford  Boyd,  Academy  of  Music,  North- 
ampton, has  been  signed  to  a five-year  con- 
tract by  the  board  of  trustees  after  the  com- 
pletion of  two  one-year  contracts.  This 
municipally  owned  and  operated  theatre 
earned  a net  income  of  $7,681.58  in  1944  . . . 
Theatre  men  are  continuing  with  the  ban 
on  midnight  Early  Bird  shows  in  this  area 
in  cooperation  with  Mayor  J.  Albin  Ander- 
son’s fuel  saving  program. 

Michael  Marton,  56,  manager  of  the  Pal- 
mer Theatre,  Palmer,  died  at  Wesson  Me- 
morial Hospital  after  a brief  illness.  He  was 
associated  with  the  WMT  . . . Mrs.  Bettina 
Gunczy  of  the  national  motion  picture  board 
of  review,  was  a speaker  at  a meeting  of  the 
Springfield  Motion  Picture  Council. 


NEW  BRITAIN 

Morman  Rowe,  Plaza  manager,  Windsor,  is 
relieving  at  the  Webb  Playhouse,  Weth- 
ersfield, while  the  manager  there,  Mrs.  Nor- 
man Rolfe,  visits  her  family  in  Braintree, 
Mass.  Cashier  Mrs.  Richards  is  holding  the 
fort  at  the  Plaza. 

Henry  Wittke,  assistant  at  the  State,  Man- 
chester, is  doing  relief  at  the  Lenox,  Hart- 
ford, for  Thomas  Hagan.  Manager  Jack 
Sanson  has  been  carrying  on  single-handed 
at  the  State  for  more  than  a month  now 
since  Wittke  recently  completed  a relief  as- 
signment at  the  Bristol  Theatre,  for  Victor 
Morelli  . . . Due  to  the  stormy  weather,  Man- 
ager Joseph  Spivak  extended  the  beginning 
of  the  dishware  giveaway  to  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  at  his  Music  Box  Theatre. 

Victor  Morelli,  manager  of  the  Bristol 
Theatre,  is  at  Bristol  Hospital  recovering 
from  pneumonia,  hoped  to  be  discharged  in 
about  a week  . . . Worth  seeing  are  the  fine 
collection  of  photos  of  his  two-year-old 
daughter  that  Manager  Joe  Boyle,  Norwich, 
carries  around  . . . Peggy  Federicci,  assistant 
at  the  Norwalk,  Norwalk,  is  back  on  the  job 
after  an  illness. 

Irving  Cooper,  manager  of  the  Palace, 
Stamford,  reports  that  he’s  in  the  market 
for  a film  camera  and  projector  outfit.  Do 
we  hear  any  offers?  . . . Mrs.  Joseph  Spivak, 
wife  of  the  Music  Box  manager,  is  the 
mother  of  an  infant  son  named  Burton  . . . 
Pvt.  Video  Schevalo,  former  chief  of  service, 
Palace,  now  is  in  Italy. 


NEW  HAVEN 


J^umor  persists  that  a New  York  syndicate 
will  be  associated  with  A1  Schuman  in 
taking  over  operation  of  the  Warner-leased 
subsequents  in  Hartford  at  the  expiration  of 
the  Warner  lease  in  May  . . . Between  the 
bad  snowstorm  and  Ash  Wednesday,  business 
was  hit  last  week  . . . Since  the  U.S.  entrance 
into  war,  the  reflection  of  Lent  on  business 
and  especially  on  Friday  nights,  has  been 
felt  keenly  at  all  theatres,  exhibitors  say. 

The  embargo  on  freight  out  of  Pittsburgh 
and  a ten-day  closing  of  china  ware  factories 
is  making  itself  felt  on  shipment  of  dishes 
. . . Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew  Poli  division  man- 
ager, made  his  usual  rounds  along  the  circuit 
in  spite  of  bad  weather.  He  was  especially 
pleased  with  the  results  of  the  washing  of 
walls  and  ceilings  in  all  the  Poli  Hartford 
houses  by  Ernie  Gau’s  Clean  Rite  Co.  . . . 
Faces  of  boxes,  all  walls,  ceilings,  woodwork, 
etc.,  were  cleaned  by  a new  process,  saving 
hundreds  of  dollars  in  paint  jobs  and  bring- 
ing out  hidden  colors  and  finishes  . . . Next 
on  the  list  are  the  New  Haven  houses,  and 
then  Bridgeport,  Meriden,  Springfield,  Wor- 
cester and  Norwich  receive  the  same  scrub- 
bing. 

Loew’s  had  increased  staffs  everywhere  to 
keep  the  heavy  snowfall  off  roofs  and  mar- 
quees and  prevent  trouble  . . . Bruno  Baraglia, 
usher  at  the  Poli,  Hartford,  has  been  killed 
in  action  in  Belgium,  making  it  two  gold 
stars  for  the  Poli  honor  roll  . . . John  Moore, 
Paramount  manager;  Henry  Germaine,  sales- 
man, and  Richard  Carroll,  booker,  were  in 
for  a two-day  Paramount  confab  at  the 
Hotel  Pierre. 

Nate  Rubin,  former  manager  of  the  Lyric, 
Bridgeport,  back  in  the  States  at  Washington 
after  more  than  two  years  in  India  and  China, 
soon  will  be  married  . . . Lee  Rosenberg,  Poli 
engineer,  was  in  New  York  at  the  Loew’s 
home  office  . . . Gene  DuBarry  is  new  man- 
ager at  Strand  Amusement’s  State,  Torring- 
tcn,  succeeding  Ernie  Grecula,  now  in  the 
service. 

Welcome  home  to  Lou  Jacobson,  son  of 
Morris  Jacobson  of  Bridgeport  and  former 
shipper  at  the  Warner  exchange.  Lou  is  now 
in  war  work  after  a release  from  the  army 
. . . Milton  Loeb  was  in  from  New  York  to 
talk  about  insurance  . . . Harry  Olshan,  Co- 
lumbia salesman,  observed  a wedding  anni- 
versary . . . Barney  Pitkin  was  in  New  York 
for  a few  days  . . . Local  RKO  office  is  as 
high  as  fourth  in  some  of  the  current  Ned 
Depinet  contests. 

Mrs.  Mary  Vuono,  Stamford  exhibitor,  is 
the  latest  icy  pavement  casualty,  suffering 
a broken  arm  . . . The  new  policy  at  the 
Lyric,  Bridgeport,  calls  for  legitimate  shows 
early  part  of  the  week,  with  Saturday-Sunday 
films  only,  and  additional  vaudeville  on  Sat- 
urday nights  . . . Pearl  Rosen,  former  as- 
sistant at  the  Lyric,  goes  over  to  the  Globe, 
and  Bob  Carney,  manager  of  the  Lyric,  also 
relieves  other  Bridgeport  managers. 

Helen  Ives,  former  cashier  at  the  College 
and  Poli  here,  is  now  student  assistant  at  the 
Bijou  . . . Morris  Rosenthal  emceed  the  finals 
on  the  Poli  stage  of  a dramatic  talent  contest 
put  on  for  “A  Song  to  Remember”  in  which 
the  winner,  Dorothy  Brown  of  West  Haven, 
is  eligible  to  compete  nationally.  Morris’  ap- 
plication for  a Dollar  Club  award  on  this 
contest  is  pending. 

Katherine  Dalton  is  new  cashier  at  the 
Poli  . . . Ralph  Pasho  is  buying  various  items 
for  his  new  theatre  now  under  construction  in 
Naugatuck,  for  which  as  yet  no  opening  date 
is  promised  . . . Pvt.  Herbert  Coleman,  for- 
merly at  the  Poli,  was  home  on  leave  from 
his  MP  duties  in  South  Carolina. 
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TEXANS  TAKE  IN  “SONG  TO  REMEMBER”— Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member” was  shown  to  the  Texas  industry  last  week.  Division  Manager  J.  B. 
Underwood  has  worked  out  a plan  to  make  recent  screenings  “something  to  re- 
member,” too,  in  the  trade.  Cocktails  were  served  after  the  screening  in  the 
Variety  Club  rooms.  The  picture  opens  next  week  at  the  Palace  in  Dallas. 

In  the  top  photo,  1.  to  r.:  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  Allied  Theatre  Owners 
of  Texas;  John  Stiles,  of  the  Plaza  and  Grand  in  Ennis;  Lynn  Stocker  and  R.  I. 
Payne,  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres;  Richard  Foy,  manager  of  the  Palace  in  Dallas; 
Underwood. 

Center:  W.  F.  Armstrong  and  Miss  Lucille  Gallagher,  Interstate  circuit  book- 
ers; Bob  Euler,  McLendon’s  Tri-State  circuit;  Miss  Dee  Dourgty,  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co.;  C.  D.  Leon,  H.  S.  Leon  circuit  and  Arndt  Sisk,  Wallace  Blanken- 
ship circuit. 

Bottom:  A happy  group  of  Columbians — Henry  Morris,  southwestern  exploi- 
teer;  B.  C.  Gibson,  southeast  Texas  salesman;  Marvin  Godwin,  southwest  Texas 
salesman;  Underwood;  George  Gireaux,  special  representative  of  Technicolor; 
Mon  Witcher,  office  manager;  Jack  Gruben  and  Walter  Penn,  respectively,  east 
and  west  Texas  salesmen. 


Former  Showman  Has 
Plenty  of  Medals 

LITTLE  ROCK — If  Jack  Bain  of  Sheridan, 
Ark.,  is  given  Oak  Leaf  Clusters  for  all  the 
wounds  he  received  in  action,  he  may  end 
up  one  of  the  most  decorated  men  in  the 
country.  Bain  formerly  managed  a theatre 
in  England,  Ark. 

Bain,  a patient  at  Lawson  General  hos- 
pital, Atlanta,  holds  three  clusters  and  will 
receive  two  more  for  the  six  wounds  recorded 
officially  to  date.  In  Africa,  Sicily  and  Italy 
he  was  nicked  about  20  times  but  went  into 
battle  again  and  again  after  first  aid  treat- 
ment. 

Each  time  a soldier  is  treated  for  a wound 
the  company  aid  man  makes  out  a card,  rec- 
ommending the  awarding  of  an  Oak  Leaf 
Cluster. 

Bain,  who  lost  his  left  leg  at  Cassino,  said: 
“I  hope  those  cards  never  catch  up  to  me; 
I have  enough  decorations.” 

Besides  a Purple  Heart  and  three  Clusters, 
Bain  wears  a Legion  of  Merit  for  meritorious 
service  in  Africa  as  a battalion  wire  chief, 
a Bronze  Star  and  a Presidential  citation, 
awarded  his  34th  division. 

He  is  a Lonoke,  Ark.,  high  school  classmate 
of  Capt.  Maurice  “Footsie”  Britt,  the  only 
man  in  the  country  to  hold  a Congressional 
Medal  of  Honor,  Distinguished  Service  Cross 
and  a Silver  Star.  Between  the  two,  they 
hold  every  major  army  ground  forces  deco- 
ration. Captain  Britt  was  a patient  at  Law- 
son  and  was  discharged  last  May. 

The  sergeant,  28,  is  the  husband  of  Mrs. 
Connie  Bain  and  the  couple  have  a two- 
year-old  son,  Jackie. 

Lieut.  B.  M.  Lowry  jr.  Dies 
Fighting  in  Burma  War 

CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.— Lieut.  Brents  M. 
Lowry  jr.,  former  assistant  manager  of  the 
State  Theatre,  a P47  fighter  pilot,  was  killed 
in  the  Burma  area  in  December,  according 
to  a war  department  announcement  to  his 
parents  here.  Overseas  since  August  1944, 
Lieutenant  Lowry  had  previously  received  a 
Purple  Heart  for  wounds  in  the  China- 
Burma-India  theatre. 

Jesse  Watson,  Sebring, 

Fla.,  Manager,  Marries 

SEBRING,  FLA. — Jesse  Watson,  manager 
of  Carl  Floyd’s  Florida  Theatre  here,  was 
married  February  18  to  Eileen  Hasper,  for- 
merly of  Pittsburgh.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  Watson’s  brother,  the  Rev.  Tom 
Watson  of  Lake  Park,  Ga„  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  at  Sebring.  The  couple  is 
spending  a two-week  honeymoon  at  West 
Palm  Beach  and  Miami. 

Posthumous  Purple  Heart 
To  Wife  of  Charles  Bess 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.— Mrs.  Patricia  Lamp- 
ley  Bess  has  received  a Purple  Heart  award- 
ed to  her  husband.  Pvt.  Charles  N.  Bess, 
former  manager  of  Crescent’s  Woodbine  The- 
atre, who  was  killed  in  action  in  France 
July  1944. 

Frank  Benson  Plans  to  Go 
In  Swim  Pool  Field 

DALLAS — Frank  Benson,  co-owner  and 
operator  of  the  Bowie  Majestic  Theatre  at 
Bowie,  came  to  learn  regulations  governing 
the  building  and  operation  of  swimming- 
pools.  He  plans  to  operate  that  type  of 
business  by  this  summer,  if  possible. 


Victor  E.  Bonner,  Former 
Theatre  Man,  Dies 

PINE  BLUFF,  ARK.— Victor  Elbert  Bon- 
ner, 67,  retired  motion  picture  show  operator 
and  for  many  years  a well-known  auctioneer 
in  Arkansas,  died  in  a hospital  here  February 
14.  He  was  a native  of  Kokomo,  Ind.,  and 
later  lived  in  Burlingame,  Kas.  He  moved 
to  Rison  with  his  family  in  1915  and  to  Pine 
Bluff  in  1922. 

He  was  connected  with  the  Cotton  Belt 
railroad  several  years  and  operated  the  Com- 
munity Theatre  in  Pine  Bluff  with  his  son 
until  his  retirement  in  1942.  He  had  exten- 
sive real  estate  holdings. 

Surviving  are  four  sons,  Charlie  F.  of  Pine 
Bluff,  Robert  I.  of  Yerington,  Nev.;  Jim  of 
Pine  Bluff,  and  Joe,  a prisoner  of  the  Japa- 
nese; his  mother,  Mrs.  Emma  Hicks  of  To- 
peka, Kas.,  and  a half-brother,  Omer  Hicks 
of  Topeka. 


Tony  Sudekum  to  Vanderbilt  Board 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.— Tony  Sudekum, 
president  of  Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  has 
been  elected  a member  of  the  Vanderbilt 
University  board  of  trustees.  He  also  re- 
cently was  named  chairman  of  the  theatre 
division  of  the  Red  Cross  campaign. 


Robb-Rowley  Lists 
30-Year  Theatre  Men 

DALLAS — M-G-M  has  celebrated  20  years 
in  production  and  now  20th-Fox  is  having  its 
30th  anniversary.  The  latter  company  is 
finding  out  which  exhibitors  has  been  in 
the  business  that  long.  At  the  Robb  & Row- 
ley-United office  they  were  informed  that 
John  D.  Jones  of  San  Angelo;  Sam  Parrish, 
Huntsville;  Wallace  Kaufman  of  Benton; 
Paul  Poag,  Del  Rio;  Hugh  Marsh  and  George 
Proctor,  Muskogee,  and  J.  W.  Courtney  and 
T.  M.  Dunn  of  Mineral  Wells  have  been  in 
the  game  for  30  years  or  longer.  E.  H.  Row- 
ley,  president  of  the  circuit;  Roy  L.  Brock- 
man of  McKinney  and  W.  A.  Stuckert  have 
been  in  show  business  “only”  29  years. 


Rockwood  House,  Clinton, 
Is  Near  Completion 

CLINTON,  TENN. — The  Rockwood  Amuse- 
ments, Inc.,  of  Nashville,  operator  of  the 
Clinton,  is  within  about  90  days  of  complet- 
ing a new  theatre  here,  the  Roxy.  As  nearly 
fireproof  as  possible,  the  house  will  seat  850 
and  will  have  a glass  brick  front. 
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/"•eorge  R.  Grieoux,  Technicolor  official,  re- 
cently  told  N.  R.  Colquhoun,  Republic 
district  manager,  that  the  latter  company 
would  have  two  Technicolor  productions  next 
year  . . . C.  E.  Hilgers,  operator  of  the  Craw- 
ford, El  Paso,  was  here  on  a brief  visit.  He 
credits  penicillin  with  curing  a stubborn  case 
of  sinus  trouble. 

Mrs.  Bessie  Montcrief,  head  inspector  for 
Monogram,  has  had  a visit  from  her  son, 
Sgt.  J.  D.  Montcrief,  a technical  sergeant 
who  has  been  in  the  South  Pacific  three 
years.  The  sergeant  saw  his  new  baby  for 
the  first  time  . . . Lloyd  Rust  of  Monogram 
received  a letter  from  his  brother  Irving,  a 
naval  radioman  on  one  of  the  Marshall 
Islands.  Irving  formerly  was  a booker  for 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 

Richard  White,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  B. 
White,  who  operate  Ind-Ex  Booking  Serv- 
ice, has  been  called  for  induction.  He  is  a 
student  at  A&M  college. 

Dorothy  Maloney,  Warners’  starlet,  has 
been  visiting  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert I.  Maloney,  here  . . . Milton  Weisman, 
Telenews  Theatres  executive  of  New  York, 
has  been  on  Elm  St.  for  a few  days  visiting 
the  local  Telenews  staff  . . . R.  W.  Simp- 
son, co-owner  and  operator  of  the  Palace  in 
Paducah,  and  his  wife,  spent  two  days  on 


Dependable 

POPCORN 

Before  you  sign  any  popcorn  contract 
investigate  our  “D.A."  plan  that  will 
protect  you  against  crop  failures  and 
prorations.  Write  for  free  sample  Bee 
Hive  Brand  Hybrid  Popcorn — sold  only 
on  growing  contract. 

BLEVINS  POPCORN  CO. 

Box  278  Nashville  2,  Tenn. 


the  Row  booking.  They  made  a side  trip 
through  southern  Texas  and  stopped  off  at 
Rockport  for  a short  try  at  speckled  trout 
in  the  basin  there.  He  had  a fair  run  of 
luck. 

Mrs.  B.  G.  Herber,  wife  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  equipment  company  of  the  same 
name,  is  recovering  from  an  operation  in 
Medical  Arts  Hospital. 

Bob  Yancey  opened  his  Yancey  Theatre  in 
Normangee  a few  nights  ago  and  said  public 
reception  the  first  night  surpassed  expecta- 
tions. He  was  on  the  Row  to  book  and  to 
place  an  ad  in  BOXOFFICE  trying  to  find 
a used  blower. 

Several  new  employes  have  been  added  to 
the  personnel  of  the  Republic  exchange. 
They  are  Virginia  Looney,  billing  clerk;  Mrs. 
Mozelle  Buckner,  secretary  to  N.  J.  Colqu- 
houn, district  manager;  Mrs.  Valers  Neff,  as- 
sistant cashier,  and  Ava  Rose  Mann,  secre- 
tary in  the  booking  department. 

B.  R.  McLendon  of  Atlanta,  Tex.,  and 
Dallas  and  general  manager  of  Tri-State 
Theatres,  was  on  the  Row  with  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole  . . . Republic  will  celebrate  its  tenth 
anniversary  with  the  first  drive  in  its  his- 
tory, March  28  June  2.  The  entire  local  of- 
fice personnel  and  sales  force  is  setting  up 
plans  to  be  the  No.  1 exchange  in  the  coun- 
try . . . District  Manager  Colquhoun  called 
in  all  of  his  Republic  salesmen  to  take  part 
at  the  Red  Cross  meeting  Sunday  evening 
in  the  Variety  Club  rooms.  They  are  Roy 
Thrash,  Bill  Bugie,  Herman  Abrams  and  Bill 
Wesley.  Office  Manager  Lew  Waid  will  be 
in  the  group. 

Fred  McHenry  and  his  wife  moved  to  Ama- 
rillo. He  will  manage  the  Texas  and  Vic- 
tory theatres  for  W.  G.  Underwood  and  C.  C. 
Ezell,  who  recently  purchased  the  houses  from 
Ben  Golding. 

Dan  Hulse,  technician  for  Herber  Bros.,  is 
taking  an  increasing  active  part  in  civic 
affairs  of  Dallas.  He  is  first  vice-president 
of  the  Dads’  Club,  director  of  entertainment 
for  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  a director  of  the 


end  us  your  orders  for  the  things  you  need. 
If  we  don't  have  them  we  will  do  our  best  to 
get  them  for  you. 

Too,  if  you  have  loose  equipment  about  your 
theatre,  or  if  you  know  where  to  locate  any- 
thing of  this  sort,  let  us  know.  We  may  buy  it, 
trade  you  for  it,  or  sell  it  for  you. 


SPECIAL  PRINTED  TICKETS 

When  ordering  give  starting  number,  admission  price,  tax  and  color. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always’’ 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 


south  Dallas  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Hulse 
also  is  councilor  for  the  philatelists  among 
the  Boy  Scouts. 

Jerry  Stout,  manager  of  the  Ritz  Theatre 
in  Nocona  for  the  Lutzer  Bros.,  has  been 
called  by  the  armed  forces  and  will  leave 
for  duty  any  day  now. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  C.  Gibson  were  hosts  at  a 
cocktail  party  in  their  handsome  home  in 
University  Park.  About  75  guests  were  pres- 
ent . . . “Uncle  Joe”  Luckett  celebrated  a 
birthday  recently  and  was  recipient  of  many 
congratulatory  messages  and  gifts.  As  usual 
the  Interstate  circuit  general  office  made 
something  of  it.  Uncle  Joe,  who  is  in  his 
seventies,  manages  the  White  Theatre  in 
south  Dallas. 

Harley  Sadler,  tent  show  operator  and  a 
state  legislator,  has  purchased  the  Wade 
Theatre  here  from  Percy  Wade  of  Oklahoma 
City.  The  Phil  Isley  circuit  will  buy  and 
book  for  the  house.  Burlesque  will  be  rein- 
stated there  as  soon  as  feasible. 

Oskar  Korn  will  open  his  new  Globe  The- 
atre in  Houston  February  28.  Booker  John 
Fuller  was  all  set  with  the  opening  attraction 
after  some  difficulty.  He  had  short  notice 
of  the  opening  date  because  the  labor  situ- 
ation was  uncertain.  Korn  owns  three  other 
neighborhood  theatres  in  Houston,  the  Mid- 
way, Grand  and  Lindale.  He  owns  the  Lis- 
bon here. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Long  Hostess 
To  McClain  on  Move 

BAY  CITY,  TEX. — Prior  to  leaving  for 
Dallas,  where  he  has  become  head  of  Dallas 
Associated  Theatres,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Long  was 
hostess  to  Glenn  McClain  and  his  family  at 
a party  in  the  Bay-Tex  Hotel.  After  the 
party  the  guests  attended  a Shrine  benefit 
dance  for  crippled  children.  About  50  home 
office  employes  of  the  Long  circuit  attended. 
Mark  Leveridge,  Long  partner  in  Victoria, 
was  there.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Stubblefield, 
Sid  Suhler,  Jimmie  Hill,  and  their  wives,  all 
of  Houston,  also  were  among  guests.  McClain 
has  been  the  public  relations  director  for  the 
Long  circuit  for  several  years. 

When  McClain  and  his  family  arrived  in 
Dallas  a few  days  after  the  party  they  were 
luck  enough  to  find  a home  at  1521  Bella 
Vista.  He  also  managed  to  obtain  a tele- 
phone. McClain  has  established  an  office 
in  the  Airway  Theatre  Bldg,  where  he  will 
direct  operations  of  the  four  theatres  here 
recently  acquired  from  P.  G.  Cameron.  They 
are  the  Peak,  Grove,  Airway  and  Urban,  the 
latter  now  being  rebuilt  after  a fire. 

Republic  Signs  a Circuit 
Deal  With  Malco,  Inc. 

DALLAS — N.  J.  Colquhoun,  Republic  dis- 
trict manager,  recently  returned  from  Mem- 
phis where  he  and  L.  H.  Anderson,  branch 
manager,  closed  a deal  with  M.  A.  Lightman 
for  the  entire  1944-45  product  to  play  the 
Malco  circuit. 


Host  at  "Song"  Show 

DALLAS — District  manager  J.  B.  Under- 
wood of  Columbia  was  host  last  week  at  an- 
other of  those  popular  combination  screen- 
ings and  cocktail  parties.  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member” was  screened  at  20th-Fox  and  cock- 
tails were  served  for  an  hour  in  the  Variety 
Club. 


Andrea  King  to  "Shadow  of  a Woman'' 

Andrea  King  has  been  inked  for  Warners’ 
“Shadow  of  a Woman,”  in  a role  originally 
set  for  Alexis  Smith. 
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Interstate  visitors  included  William  Lewis, 
UA  exploiteer,  Dallas,  who  put  on  a cam- 
paign for  “Since  You  Went  Away”  for  the 
Majestic  here,  and  Sgt.  Bill  Sergeant  of  the 
army  air  force,  Hondo.  He  was  connected 
with  the  Interstate  Majestic  office  in  Dallas 
before  donning  the  uniform.  Bob  O’Donnell, 
Karl  Hoblitzelle’s  righthand  man,  also  passed 
through  here  en  route  back  from  his  eastern 
trip. 


A permit  for  a $15,000  addition  to  the  new 
Laurel  Theatre  was  granted  by  the  city  build- 
ing inspector  last  week  to  Joseph  J.  Barshop, 
owner  of  the  building.  It  is  operated  by 
Interstate  Theatre  Circuit,  Inc. 


The  State  painted  a sign  on  the  sidewalk 
advertising  for  girls  to  act  as  candy  and 
popcorn  attendants,  which  shows  that  the 
female  help  shortage  here  is  still  pretty 
serious  . . . Note  to  all  talent  scouts:  If  you’re 
still  looking  for  a variety  of  beauty  and  tal- 
ent, look  no  further  than  Radio  Station 
WOAI  where  you’ll  find  a wide  selection  of 
blondes,  redheads  and  brunettes  working  in 
the  offices  there. 


Nick  Moret,  former  filmster  and  now  a 
dental  technician,  was  to  celebrate  his  38th 
milestone  on  Washington’s  birthday  . . . Film 
Starlet  Shirley  Temple  has  been  invited  to 
officiate  at  the  crowning  of  the  wastepaper 
king  and  queen  of  America  here  next  month. 


At  Azteca:  Manager  Alberto  Coppel  took 
a business  trip  to  Dallas  and  the  Lower  Rio 
Grand  valley  . . . Among  the  booking  visitors 
were  Jose  Luna,  Ideal,  Crystal  City,  and 
H.  A.  “Windy”  Daniels,  Palace,  Seguin  . . . 
The  exchange  manager  is  in  the  market  for 
a sign  painter  to  do  some  murals  on  the  walls 
of  the  office. 

Interstate  Newsettes:  Returning  from  a 
trip  to  Houston  where  she  took  in  the  Fat 
Stock  Show  and  Rodeo  was  Manager  Marion 
Grimes  of  the  Prince  . . . Over  at  the  Palace 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Harper  recently  became  the 
new  treasurer  . . . Mrs.  Kathryn  Silverthorn, 
former  theatre  cashier,  returned  from  a visit 
to  Detroit  . . . Miss  Yvonne  Greer  is  now 
the  all  around  relief  girl  at  the  State,  and 
Mrs.  Memry  Bigbee,  doorlady  at  the  same 
house,  is  a direct  descendant  of  Gen.  Robert 
E.  Lee. 

Clasa-Mohme  callers  included  Forrest 
White  of  the  Dallas  booking  agency:  Jack 
Blackwell,  Midland;  Juan  N.  Santos,  Ca- 
sino, Hondo;  Jim  Broyles  of  the  Junction, 
Gatano  Lucchese,  Nacional,  and  Paul  Garza, 
Obrero  of  San  Antonio  . . . Film  executives 
from  Mexico  in  for  a chat  with  Manager 
G.  B.  Dunlap  were  J.  B.  Urbina,  general  man- 
ager for  distribution  of  Films  Mundiales,  and 
Salvadore  Osio,  ditto  for  Clasa  Films  in  the 
Mexico  City  . . . Rosa  Marina  Bolado  is  the 
new  stenographer  in  the  office. 

That  little  candy  lassy  at  the  Palace  re- 
sembles Mrs.  Kay  Kyser,  formerly  Georgia 
Carroll  of  the  films  . . . The  popular  Latin- 
American  pianist,  Bea  Morin,  was  brought 
back  to  the  Majestic  Steinway  Thursday  by 
public  demand.  “To  Have  and  Have  Not” 
was  the  feature  picture  . . . South  States 
Films,  New  Braunfels,  is  getting  nice  results 
at  low  rentals  on  its  big  six  westerns,  namely, 
Tex  Ritter,  Johnnie  Mack  Brown,  Ken  May- 
nard, Tom  Tyler,  Hoot  Gibson  and  Big  Boy 
Williams. 

Texas-Valley  Film  visitors:  Fred  Larned, 
Paramount  manager,  Dallas;  Hey  wood  Sim- 
mons, Paramount  salesman,  Dallas;  W.  P. 
Holstein,  South  San  Antonio  . . . Billie  Ben- 
nett, featured  vocalist  with  Emilio  Gaceras’ 
orchestra  at  the  Kit  Kat,  looks  and  sings  a 
great  deal  like  Film  Star  Judy  Garland.  Billie 
was  formerly  with  Clyde  McCoy’s  band. 


'Pirate,'  'Away'  Lead 
Dallas  Firsl  Runs 

DALLAS — Bob  Hope  in  “The  Princess  and 
the  Pirate”  and  the  second  week  of  “Since 
You  Went  Away”  led  the  parade  of  first  runs 
on  Elm  St.  There  was  rain  the  first  part 
of  the  week  with  clear  and  cold  weather 
following.  “Here  Come  the  WAVES”  ended 
its  run  after  three  weeks.  “Pirate”  held  over 
for  a second.  “Since  You  Went  Away”  earned 
a third. 

(Average  is  100) 


Capitol — Rollin'  Westward  (MOP);  Unwritten 
Code  (Col),  split  with  His  Brother's  Ghost 

(PRC);  One  Body  Too  Many  (Para) 125 

Majestic — The  Thin  cess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO) 140 

Melba — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  2nd  wk 135 

Palace — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox) 125 

Rialto — Together  Again  (Col),  second  run,  split 

with  Her  Lucky  Night  (Univ) 120 

Tower — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  3rd  wk 125 


Circuit's  Radio  Program 
Gets  Dallas  News  Plaque 

DALLAS  — The  Dallas  Morning  News, 
through  John  Rosenfield,  amusements  editor, 
has  presented  Interstate  circuit  with  a plaque 
designating  Showtime  the  best  musical 
radio  series  of  the  south.  The  presentation 
was  made  last  Sunday  afternoon  during  the 
regular  Showtime  half  hour.  Raymond  Wil- 
lie, assistant  general  manager  of  the  circuit, 
accepted  the  plaque. 

So  far  as  is  known  here,  there  is  no  similar 
program  operating  anywhere  else  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Interstate  gave  the  first  performance  Aug. 
3,  1941,  and  has  not  missed  a Sunday  after- 
noon since.  Major  film  companies  split  the 
radio  time  cost. 

Conrad  Brady,  recruited  from  a Houston 
advertising  agency,  is  the  producer  of  Show- 
time. Frank  Starz,  Interstate  advertising 
manager,  writes  the  commercials  on  coming 
and  current  pictures,  presenting  them  in  a 
manner  to  be  of  value  to  theatres  all  over 
Texas  whether  circuit  owned  or  not.  Big 
name  talent  is  used  whenever  available  to 
bolster  local  material.  When  a name  orches- 
tra is  booked  for  the  circuit  it  is  used  for  at 
least  three  or  four  Sundays  with  the  broad- 
cast originating  from  the  city  and  theatre 
where  the  band  is  playing  for  that  week. 
Famous  singers  are  used  the  same  way.  Other 
talent  comes  occasionally  from  hotels. 

The  Showtime  idea  was  stumbled  upon  by 
accident.  The  circuit  was  celebrating  Karl 
Hoblitzelle’s  35  years  in  the  business.  A 
special  broadcast  was  arranged  for  a Sunday 
afternoon  with  Abe  Lyman  and  his  show. 
These  broadcasts  proved  popular  and  was  in- 
creased to  four,  then  for  additional  month 
and  finally  they  were  made  permanent. 

Cary  Grant  Finally  Sees 
His  Starring  Film 

THOMASVILLE,  GA. — Actor  Cary  Grant 
paid  a surprise  visit  to  Finney  General  Hos- 
pital. Making  his  rounds  with  Capt.  W. 
Clark  Wright,  chief  of  special  service,  he  en- 
tered a ward  in  which  the  Red  Cross  was 
showing  the  picture,  “Arsenic  and  Old  Lace,” 
starring  Cary  Grant. 

“That’s  the  first  time,  believe  me,  I’ve  seen 
that  picture,  and  I had  to  come  in  for  the 
last  ten  minutes,”  Grant  said. 


$5  A 

natural! 

WAHOO 

, America's  finest  Screen  Game 

HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

i 831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois  ^ 

Announcement  by 

ASTOR 

PICTURES  C0RP. 

R.  M.  SAVINI 
Pres. 

To  Our  Customers  and  Friends 
In  the  Atlanta  Territory: 

The  Astor  Pictures  Franchise, 
commencing  Feb.  15,  will  be 
owned  by  and  the  exchange  oper- 
ated by  your  favorite — 

W.  M.  RICHARDSON 

163  Walton  St., 

3rd  Floor  Left  Rear 
Atlanta 

He  will  distribute  the  best  ol 
State  Rights'  new  pictures  and  re- 
issues, including: 

RAIN 

SCARFACE 

Muni-Raft 

HELL'S  ANGELS 
I COVER  THE  WATER  FRONT 

Claudette  Colbert 

HER  ENLISTED  MAN 

Barbara  Stanwyck 

— Also — 

Westerns 
Actions 
Melodramas 
3-Reel  Westerns 


February  Releases — 

JIMMY  STEPS  OUT 

James  Stewart  ..  Paulette  Goddard 
Adapted  from  Pot-o-Gold 

BIRTH  OF  A STAR,  4 Reels 

Danny  Kay  and  Orchestra 
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NOW  BOOKING 

A 

TOP  FLIGHT 


JUNGLE 

PICTURE 


NEW  PRINTS 


NEW  PAPER 


Write  Your  Nearest  Exchange 


JAYBEE 

FILM  EXCHANGE 

163  Walton  St.  (3rd  floor) 
Phone  Main  9845 
ATLANTA  3,  GA. 


J(JOHN)  Q I)  (O.K.) 

enkins  & Bourgeois 

ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 

HARWOOD  & JACKSON  STS. 

DALLAS  1 “Riverside  1884”  TEXAS 


Oklahoma  Industry  Ready 
With  Cross  Drive  Plans 


OKLAHOMA  CITY — Marion  Osborne,  dis- 
tributor chairman,  and  C.  B.  Akers,  exhibitor 
chairman,  presided  at  a meeting  of  local 
exchange  managers,  their  salesman  and 
bookers.  They  discussed  plans  to  make  this 
drive  top  last  year’s  and  called  on  the  sales- 
men to  see  that  every  theatre  in  Oklahoma 
be  pledged  early. 

R.  J.  O’Donnell  and  Tom  Connors  will  be 
the  principal  speakers  at  a general  rally  this 
Saturday. 

Attending  the  initial  meeting  were: 


Walter  Quade 
R.  J.  Clark 
"Buck"  Weaver 
Sam  Brunk 
Leo  Craiker 
J.  N.  Byrd 
Charles  Hudgens 
P.  W.  Myers 
J.  B.  Sokley 
R.  B.  Williams 
Jim  Peacock 
C.  A.  Gibbs 
Dan  Snider 
J.  A.  Smith 
Ebb  Walker 
Sam  Moley 


Gilbert  Clark 
J.  E.  Hobbs 
Ray  Emenhiser 
W.  C.  Blackstone 
Don  Tullius 
Grover  McDonnell 
Tom  McKean 
G.  A.  Jack 
Jack  ReVille 
Bruce  Williams 
Bud  Benjamin 
Cliff  W hite  jr. 

John  Fagan 
Glen  Alt 
Jim  Partlow 
Robert  Busch 


Crosby  Just  Atmosphere 
To  a Memphis  Woman 

MEMPHIS  — When  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  opened  at  Malco  Theatre  last 
Thursday,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Blouin  was  on  hand 
for  the  first  show. 

Of  course  the  stars  in  the  show  are  Bing 
Crosby  and  Betty  Hutton  but  the  star  for 
Mrs.  Blouin  was  her  WAVE  niece,  Store- 
keeper Georgia  Ruth  Bilbrey,  who  is  sta- 
tioned at  Coronado  Island  where  the  film 
was  made.  Miss  Bilbrey  and  several  of  her 
friends  appear  in  several  scenes.  Miss  Bil- 
brey has  since  been  transferred  to  Pearl 
Harbor.  She  wrote  her  Memphis  aunt  to  see 
the  film. 

J.  C.  Hunter  Given  M-G-M 
Anniversary  Plaque 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— J.  C.  Hunter,  general 
manager  of  the  Ralph  Talbot  Theatres  in 
Tulsa,  was  one  of  the  winners  of  M-G-M’s 
anniversary  plaques  for  excellent  promotional 
campaigns  during  Metro’s  20th  anniversary 
celebration.  The  plaque  was  presented  to 
Hunter  by  Jack  ReVille,  M-G-M  manager 
here. 

Five  Oklahomans  were  given  honorable 
mention:  Harry  Lowenstein,  Tivoli  Theatre, 
Ardmore;  Paul  Cornwell,  Del  Rio  at  Clinton; 
I.  G.  Killough,  McSwain  at  Ada;  C.  R.  Mc- 
Cullough, Ramona  and  Ritz  theatres,  Fred- 
rick; Kenneth  Taylor,  Orpheum  at  Okmulgee. 


Damage  Heating  Plant 

COLUMBIA,  TENN.— The  heating  plant  at 
the  Lyric  Theatre  was  damaged  considerably 
recently  when  hoodlums  entered  the  base- 
ment and  overturned  the  stoker. 


Butler  Theatre  Fire 
Panics  250  Patrons 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — A fire  started  from 
an  explosion  in  the  Butler  Theatre  in  Butler, 
Okla.,  during  a late  preview  and  quickly 
spread  to  an  adjacent  beauty  shop  and  a 
nearby  store. 

Some  250  theatregoers,  though  panicky, 
were  quickly  removed,  and  the  only  injuries 
were  minor  scratches  and  bruises  received 
by  three  or  four  persons.  The  estimated  dam- 
age to  the  theatre  by  the  fire  was  $22,000. 

Keeps  Up  His  Own  Morale 
By  Reading  BOXOFFICE 

WILLS  POINT,  TEX.— K.  C.  Lybrand  of 
the  Majestic  and  Ritz  theatres  here  misses 
K.  C.  jr.,  in  more  ways  than  one,  for  he  is 
his  father’s  business  partner.  The  younger 
Lybrand  is  now  in  France  and  has  written 
his  father  to  have  BOXOFFICE  sent  to  him 
there.  “He  seems  to  think  he  can  handle 
his  part  of  the  war  with  those  Germans  bet- 
ter if  he  has  his  old  reliable  guide,”  is  the 
way  the  elder  Lybrand  puts  it. 

Texas  Censor  Proposed 
By  Woman  Legislator 

DALLAS — A bill  to  establish  a state  cen- 
sorship board  in  Texas  has  been  introduced 
in  the  lower  house  at  Austin  by  Miss  Rae 
Files,  representative  from  Waxahachie.  The- 
atre men  believe  the  bill  will  not  get  out  of 
committee.  One  circuit  spokesman  said  cen- 
sorship is  now  unwarranted  and  would  play 
havoc  with  sound  pictures. 

Row  Over  Hillbilly  Players 
Settled  After  18  Months 

"MEMPHIS — A row  over  the  use  of  non- 
union hillbilly  musicians  by  radio  station 
WMC,  which  began  in  July  1943,  at  least  has 
been  settled  by  the  station’s  agreement  to 
use  only  union  hillbillies  for  transcriptions 
but  may  use  nonunion  men  at  the  micro- 
phone “if  needed.”  The  agreement  is  with 
the  Memphis  Federation  of  Musicians,  AFL. 

Torches  at  Street  Parade 
Provided  by  Army  Units 

CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.— Brownout  re- 
strictions failed  to  prevent  a street  parade 
in  connection  with  the  premiere  at  the  Ti- 
voli here  of  M-G-M’s  “Keep  Your  Powder 
Dry”  when  chemically-fueled  torches  were 
provided  by  an  army  unit.  Mayor  E.  D.  Bass 
proclaimed  “Women’s  Army  Day”  in  Chatta- 
nooga in  connection  with  the  premiere. 


Picks  Up  Marc  Platt's  Contract 

Columbia  has  picked  up  its  contract  on 
Marc  Platt,  dancer,  for  another  term. 


Exploiteer  Gillespie  Writes  a Book 


ATLANTA — Jimmie  Gillespie,  the  ener- 
getic Irishman  who  has  settled  down  here  as 
an  exploitation  representative  for  20th-Fox 
after  an  eventful  career  in  the  amusement 
business,  has  completed  a book  of  his  mem- 
oirs which  will  go  to  the  publishers  soon. 

Jimmy  has  had  acquaintances  with  every- 
body associated  with  the  entertainment  world 
from  “One-Eye”  Connally  to  Florenz  Zieg- 
feld.  He  began  his  career  as  Broadway’s  cor- 
respondent for  the  old  Dramatic  Mirror.  He 
has  managed  such  bands  as  the  Paul  White- 
man  and  Vincent  Lopez  groups.  He  traveled 


with  Whiteman  to  London,  Paris,  Berlin  and 
throughout  Holland  in  the  twenties  and  he 
remembers  when  the  famed  Dixieland  band 
introduced  jazz  to  musical  America. 

Gillespie  has  been  a writer,  a member  of 
a barber  shop  quartet,  a vaudeville  hoofer 
and  has  handled  almost  every  other  job  in 
the  show  business. 

Hi>s  book  touches  on  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  George  White,  Lord  and 
Lady  Mountbatten,  Gene  Tunney,  Jane  Fro- 
man,  Morton  Downey,  Helen  Morgan,  White- 
man,  Lopez,  Crosby,  and  many  others. 

The  story  contains  75,000  words. 


86 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  24,  1945 


Camerons  Deall  Twin 
Blows  by  111  Fate 

DALLAS — A few  hours  after  his  arrival 
here  to  be  with  his  seriously  ailing  father, 
Guy  Cameron  of  Santa  Monica  received  word 
that  his  manager,  Joe  Price,  and  the  latter’s 
wife  had  been  injured  in  a California  motor 
car  crash.  Mrs.  Price  died  and  her  husband 
was  expected  to  die. 

Cameron’s  father,  P.  G.  Cameron,  vet- 
eran Texas  exhibitor,  is  being  attended  by 
four  specialists  in  Baylor  Hospital.  He  will 
undergo  an  operation  in  about  ten  days.  The 
elder  Cameron  recently  sold  his  four  the- 
atres here  to  the  J.  G.  Long  circuit. 

Guy  Cameron  was  notified  of  the  tragedy 
involving  his  Aero  Theatre  manager  and  wife 
in  a wire  from  Earl  Johnson,  the  theatre’s 
booker.  At  the  same  time  he  was  informed 
that  a temporary  manager  had  been  sup- 
plied for  the  Santa  Monica  showcase  by  Fox 
West  Coast  Theatres  and  that  his  theatre 
was  being  kept  open. 

Dimes  Collections  Total 
$110,000  in  Georgia  Chain 

ATLANTA — Collections  for  the  infantile 
paralysis  fund  in  the  houses  of  Georgia  The- 
atres, Inc.,  circuit  totaled  $110,000,  a gain  of 
$81,000  over  last  year,  William  K.  Jenkins, 
president  of  the  chain  and  March  of  Dimes 
state  chairman,  reported.  He  said  he  had  not 
ieceived  reports  from  any  theatre  but  his  own. 

Georgia  Theatres  houses  here  collected 
$53,506  of  the  total,  Jenkins  said.  In  addi- 
tion the  firm  contributed  $2,000  and  the  Fox 
Theatre  made  a donation  of  $690,  bringing 
the  local  total  to  $56,196. 

Crescent  to  Build  Theatre 
In  Huntsville  in  Postwar 

HUNTSVILLE,  ALA.— Acquisition  of  valu- 
able property  in  the  center  of  Huntsville  for 
construction  of  a moving  picture  theatre  as 
soon  as  materials  are  available  has  been  an- 
nounced by  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co. 
which  operates  three  theatres  here  at  present. 
The  company  bought  all  of  the  lots  between 
the  Twickenham  Hotel  and  the  Herstein  Bldg. 

Fritz  Thomas,  manager  for  the  Crescent 
company,  said  the  new  theatre  would  have  a 
seating  capacity  of  1,500. 

Crescent  Amusem't  to  Build 
Fourth  Huntsville  Case 

HUNTSVILLE,  ALA. — Crescent  Amusement 
Co.,  Nashville,  has  purchased  the  site  and 
plans  the  erection  of  a new  theatre  here 
as  soon  as  materials  are  available,  according 
to  Fritz  Thomas,  resident  manager.  The 
new  house,  which  would  be  the  fourth  for 
the  chain  in  this  city,  will  seat  1,500.  It  will 
front  120  feet  on  Washington  St. 

A Heavy  Fire  Damage 
Suffered  by  Palace 

GALLATIN,  TENN.— The  Palace  Theatre 
was  almost  destroyed  by  a fire  in  the  pro- 
jection room.  Projection  equipment  and  all 
film  was  destroyed  before  an  extinguisher 
could  be  used.  Manager  J.  G.  Bradley  stated 
that  the  repair  of  the  damages  and  reopen- 
ing of  the  theatre  is  indefinite. 


Fire  Prevention  Awards 

NASHVILLE — Certificates  of  recognition 
for  fire  prevention  work  have  been  awarded 
most  of  Tennessee’s  larger  theatres  by  James 
M.  McCormack,  state  insurance  commission- 
er. The  theatres  cooperated  with  local  of- 
ficials in  presenting  fire  prevention  publicity. 


SOUTHERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Nat  M.  Williams  of 

Thomasville,  Ga.,  is  a 
living  example  of 
America  as  the  land 
of  opportunity.  Arriv- 
ing over  24  years  ago, 
he  entered  the  motion 
picture  industry  be- 
cause, as  he  puts  it,  he 
needed  money.  Today 
that  same  penniless 
Greek  immigrant  owns 
nine  theatres  in  Geor- 
gia and  Florida,  is 
president  of  SETOA,  past  president  of  Thom- 
asville Rotary,  former  city  councilman,  trus- 
tee and  finance  chairman  of  Archbold  Memo- 
rial Hospital,  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  school  board,  Variety  and  WAC. 
Nat  jr.  is  an  Annapolis  appointee. 


J.  F.  Miller,  Hickory, 

N.  C„  head  of  the 
Carolina  and  Rivoli 
houses  here,  came  into 
the  motion  picture 
business  with  an  un- 
usual background.  Ap- 
pointed by  President 
McKinley  in  1903  as  a 
U.S.  internal  revenue 
agent,  he  served  for 
ten  years,  traveling  on 
horseback  through 
rural  territories  over 
the  country.  Tiring  of  this,  he  returned  to 
his  native  town  of  Hickory  and  entered  the 
industry,  purchasing  the  Pastime  and  Hub 
theatres  there  in  1916.  Director  of  the  North 
and  South  Carolina  Exchange  Ass’n,  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Rotary. 


John  G.  Long  of  Bay 

City,  Tex.,  became  a 
motion  picture  exhibi- 
tor in  1919  in  Wilcox, 
Ariz.  In  time  his  Ari- 
zona interests  were 
transferred  to  his 
brother  Louis,  now 
operating  40  theatres 
from  Safford,  Ariz.  In 
1921  he  was  operating 
in  Alvin,  Bay  City, 
Texas  City  and  Edna, 
Tex.  This  circuit  has 
since  grown  to  more  than  50  theatres  all  lo- 
cated in  southern  and  central  Texas.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Masons  and  Variety.  His  daugh- 
ter Cathryn  is  married  to  J.  S.  Wear,  now  in 
the  service.  His  son  John  Franklin  is  serving 
in  the  Pacific. 

Sidney  Sims  Stevenson 

of  Henderson,  N.  C., 
owner  of  the  Embassy, 

Stevenson  and  Vance 
theatres  there,  some- 
times yearns  for  the 
old  days  when,  “the 
whole  theatre  cost  no 
more  to  run  than  the 
cigaret  stands  today.” 

Being  advertising  con- 
scious, Stevenson’s  be- 
lief in  the  medium 
dates  back  to  1911, 
when  he  advertised  his  purchase  of  an  elec- 
tric fan  as  “the  installation  of  a cooling  sys- 
tem.” He  is  a former  president  of  the  North 
and  South  Carolina  Exhibitor’s  Ass’n  and 
has  two  children:  a son,  Sidney,  in  uniform 
overseas,  and  Ann,  a married  daughter. 


Since  buying  his  first 
theatre,  the  Arcade, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1914, 
A.  J.  Solomon  has  be- 
come president  of  a 
chain  of  southern  the- 
atres, and  has  been 
acquiring  houses  since. 
He  bought  his  first 
film  in  Chattanooga 
from  Metropolitan  Pic- 
tures’ exchange  in 
Chattanooga.  He  owns 
the  Capitol,  Riviera, 
Park,  American  and  ten  other  houses  in  Chat- 
tanooga, Memphis  and  Charlotte.  Abe  is  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Elks 
and  Shrine.  Chickens,  golf  and  fishing  are 
his  hobbies,  the  latter  two  having  been  re- 
linquished for  the  duration. 

C.  D.  Edwards’  inter- 
est in  the  theatre  be- 
gan in  1910  at  Sour 
Lake,  Tex.  This  inter- 
est was  so  deep  rooted 
that  when  the  frame  | 
building  he  had  been 
using  as  his  theatre 
burned  down,  unin- 
sured, he  immediately 
built  his  present 
Crescent,  this  time  of 
brick.  As  in  the  Three 
Little  Pigs,  it  took 
more  than  a puff  to  blow  away  his  house 
after  this.  He  has  always  been  a believer  in 
the  best  equipment.  Although  77,  he  still  is 
the  active  manager  of  the  Crescent.  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards, who  married  him  52  years  ago,  still 
assists  him  there. 


Modest  when  asked 
about  his  motion  pic- 
ture business  origin, 
Frank  J.  Jemison  says 
casually,  “I  just  put 
the  show  in  Apr.  6, 
1914.”  Hailing  from 
Temple,  Okla.,  where 
his  Majestic  Theatre 
now  stands,  Jemison, 
formerly  mayor  of 
Temple  for  13  years, 
built  its  city  hall, 
paved  the  streets  and 
improved  the  water  system.  Jemison  has  three 
sons,  one  of  whom  is  serving  with  the  armed 
forces,  and  two  daughters,  both  married.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  Theatre  Owners  of  Okla. 
His  hobbies  are  church  and  pitch. 


H.  W.  Neal,  more  fa- 
miliarly known  to  his 
friends  as  Henry,  start- 
ed in  the  motion  pic- 
ture business  in  1910 
as  a side-line,  but,  as 
Neal  maintains,  has 
had  a full-time  of  it 
for  25  years.  He  now 
owns  the  Auditorium 
Theatre  at  Lindale, 

Ga.  His  daughter,  Eva, 
is  the  wife  of  Oswal  C. 

Anderson  of  the  army 
air  corps,  serving  overseas  for  the  last  two 
years.  Neal  is  on  the  Boy  Scout  Committee, 
and  a member  of  the  local  draft  board.  Be- 
fore the  war  his  diversions  were  fishing  and 
hunting,  but  now  these  must  yield  to  the 
pressure  of  patriotic  activities. 
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Doy  E.  Brauer,  Universal  manager,  was  in 
^ Birmingham  on  business  . . . Arrangements 
have  been  made  in  the  Atlanta  territory  with 
Southern  Dairies  (Sealtest)  to  banner  its 
trucks  with  posters  plugging  the  Joan  Davis 
radio  program  and  the  Universal  picture, 
“She  Gets  Her  Man.”  Perry  Spencer,  south- 
ern advertising  representative  for  Universal, 
made  the  tieup. 

Several  members  of  the  Universal  office 
staff  were  at  Lawson  General  Hospital 
Wednesday  night  last  week  to  give  a card 
party  for  invalid  and  returned  war  veterans 
. . . Houston  Duval,  Columbia  manager  at 
New  Orleans,  was  on  Filmrow  here  greeting 
friends  and  on  business  . . . Sgt.  Frank  Fol- 
ger,  former  Paramount  booker,  was  home  on 
furlough  . . . Rufus  Davis  of  the  Martin  & 
Davis  Theatres,  Dotham,  is  all  smiles  follow- 
ing a trip  to  Memphis  to  see  his  new  grand- 
son. 

John  W.  Mangham,  president  of  Film 
Classics,  returned  from  New  Orleans  . . . 
Miriam  Starr  of  the  Florida  States  booking 
office  here,  had  the  flu. 

John  Thompson,  Pal  Theatres,  Vidalia,  Ga.; 
B.  B.  Garner  of  Florida  State  Theatres,  Jack- 
sonville, and  Edgar  Laird,  UA  salesman  at 
Dallas,  were  in  . . . Sarah  Hampton  of  Wil- 
Kin  Theatre  Supply  is  back  at  work  follow- 
ing an  absence  while  ill. 

Visitors  on  Filmrow:  Fred  McLendon  and 
his  partner,  A.  L.  Morgan,  Union  Springs, 
Ala.;  Walter  Bracken,  Ozark,  Ala.;  Ralph 
Johnson  and  his  father,  Greensville,  Ga.; 
T.  F.  Allen  sr.,  Talbotton,  Ga.  . . . T.  F. 
Allen  jr.  is  home  after  completing  his  boot 
training  at  Great  Lakes,  111.  He  owns  the 
Talbotton  Theatre  which  his  father  now  is 
running. 

Bill  Auera  is  back  as  sound  engineer  for 
Wilby-Kincey  following  his  release  from 
the  navy  . . . Harry  Paul,  Wil-Kin  Theatre 
Supply,  left  on  a ten-day  trip  to  Florida  on 
business  . . . Lieut.  Col.  W.  Fortson,  formerly 
of  Wil-Kin,  writes  he  has  been  in  every  in- 
vasion in  the  Pacific  area  . . . Also  in  the 
Pacific  are  Charlie  Moore  and  T.  C.  De- 
Loache,  former  Wilby-Kincey  men. 

Colonel  Peck,  Sparta,  Ga.,  has  received 
permits  from  the  WPB  to  proceed  with  con- 
struction of  his  new  theatre  . . . Madeline 
Brown,  secretary  to  Paul  Stephens,  Repub- 
lic, was  off  ill  . . . Visitors  on  the  Row  in- 
cluded Wendell  Welch,  Dallas,  Ga.;  R.  L. 
Lovern,  Bowdon,  Ga. 

Allen  Rainwater  of  UA  received  a foun- 
tain pen  set  from  the  employes  and  a bonus 
of  four  weeks’  pay  when  he  left  to  enter  the 
armed  forces  . . . Ralph  Hooks,  UA  ship- 
ping clerk,  left  to  enter  the  air  corps  at 
Kessler  Field,  Miss.  He  was  given  a traveling 
kit,  also  a metal-bound  New  Testament.  Both 
boys  were  entertained  at  a party  on  the 
Ansley  roof,  given  by  the  girls  in  the  office. 

A.  C.  Cowles,  UA  office  manager,  was  sur- 
prised on  his  50th  birthday  by  the  em- 
ployes of  the  inspection  department  with  a 


THE  QUEEN  FEATURE  SERVICE,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
19121/2  Morris  Are.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM.  ALA. 


BUYS  ASTOR  FRANCHISE— W.  M. 
Richardson,  for  many  years  with  Univer- 
sal Pictures  and  other  exchanges,  has 
purchased  the  Astor  Pictures’  exchange 
in  Atlanta  from  N.  Emile  Savini,  and  is 
opening  new  headquarters  on  the  third 
floor  at  163  Walton  St.  Richardson  has 
the  reputation  of  knowing  virtually  every 
exhibitor'  in  the  southeastern  territory, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  veterans,  in  point 
of  service,  in  the  southern  industry. 


big  birthday  cake  and  refreshments  to  go 
with  it  . . . D.  O.  Brantley,  former  mana- 
ger of  Rivoli  at  Rome,  Ga.,  had  been  called 
to  the  army  by  his  draft  board.  W.  M.  Perry, 
former  manager  of  Cedar  at  Cedartown,  suc- 
ceeded him  at  the  Rivoli  . . . H.  Green,  book- 
ing manager  for  the  Orr  circuit,  Albertsville, 
suffered  a broken  ankle  recently. 

R.  B.  Wilby  and  O.  C.  Lam  have  been  ap- 
pointed co-chairmen  in  the  southeastern 
states  for  the  Red  Cross  drive  . . . Jimmy 
Harrison  of  the  Wilby-Kincey  Theatres,  was 
congratulated  on  Filmrow  after  making  a 
hole  in  one  at  the  Capitol  City  Driving  Club. 

R.  L.  Robinson  of  the  celebrated  Robinson 
Tent  Shows  was  in  booking  . . . T.  E.  Laird, 
assistant  to  Fred  M.  Jack  of  United  Artists, 
Dallas,  was  a visitor. 

Lebanon  to  Vote  on  Sunday 
Shows  Started  for  GIs 

LEBANON,  TENN.— Sunday  films  in  Leba- 
non, begun  at  the  request  of  military  of- 
ficials during  war  maneuvers  in  this  area, 
may  be  continued,  but  not  until  after  the 
question  is  settled  by  an  election.  A reso- 
lution by  the  city  council  provides  for  the 
election  but  the  date  has  not  been  set. 


Ben  Blue  to  Be  Featured  in  Short 

Ben  Blue  is  to  be  featured  in  the  new  Pete 
Smith  specialty,  “Badminton,”  with  Philip 
Anderson  directing  for  Metro. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th  FI.,  2nd  Unit.  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC*  Dallas,  Tex. 


R&R  Theatres  Amass 
$26,524  in  Dimes 

DALLAS — Robb  & Rowley-United  Theatres 
collected  a total  of  $26,523.99  for  the  March 
of  Dimes,  the  amount  being  about  $200  less 
than  that  of  last  year.  Here  are  the  towns 
and  amounts: 

Big  Spring,  $1,396.86;  Cameron,  $270.16; 
Colorado  City,  $803.08;  Commerce,  $349.45; 
Corpus  Christi,  $2,320.16;  Crockett,  $338.64; 
Oak  Cliff,  $2,123.44;  Del  Rio,  $715.64;  Hills- 
boro, $308.05;  Huntsville,  $406.30;  Killeen, 
$726.54;  Laredo,  $757.00;  McAlester,  $1,172.06; 
McKinney,  $448.80;  Mineral  Wells,  $351.61; 
Mount  Pleasant,  $210.18;  Muskogee,  $1,896.02; 
Palestine,  $751.86;  Rotan,  $260.19;  San  An- 
gelo, $2,015.39;  Sherman,  $1,391.05;  Sulphur 
Springs,  $655.88;  Sweetwater,  $873.64;  Taylor, 
$226.74;  Waxahachie,  $907.68;  Arkadelphia, 
$217.93;  Benton,  $93.53;  Little  Rock,  $3,719.09; 
Magnolia,  $359.73;  Malvern,  $200.36.  The 
last  five  towns  are  in  Arkansas. 


The  Galax  at  Birmingham 
Suffers  $20,000  Fire  Loss 

BIRMINGHAM— Damage  to  the  Galax 
Theatre  Bldg,  here  in  a fire  February  15 
was  estimated  at  approximately  $20,000,  large- 
ly covered  by  insurance.  Damage  to  theatre 
equipment  and  contents  of  the  building  was 
estimated  at  about  $10,000,  all  of  which  was 
covered  by  insurance. 

The  theatre  was  operated  by  the  Acme 
Theatres,  Inc.,  of  which  Frank  V.  Merrett 
is  president. 

Frank  Merritt  is  president  of  the  Acme 
Theatre  Co.,  operators  of  a circuit  here.  He 
said  plans  for  the  future  of  the  theatre  would 
be  made  when  several  of  the  owners,  now 
out  of  town,  return  to  the  city. 

The  fire  broke  out  shortly  after  6 a.  m. 
and  before  the  firemen  had  the  blaze  under 
control  the  entire  building  was  wrapped  in 
flames.  Fire  Chief  Alf  M.  Brown  said  that 
the  blaze  was  one  of  the  most  stubborn  in 
his  experience  and  for  more  than  an  hour 
would  not  yield  to  16  streams  of  water,  total- 
ing more  than  12,000  gallons  a minute. 

The  Dock  Street  Theatre 
Is  Damaged  by  Fire 

CHARLESTON— The  Dock  Street  Theatre 
here  recently  was  damaged  by  fire  caused 
when  oil  overflowed  in  the  furnace  and 
ignited.  The  furnace  and  basement  walls 
were  damaged  by  the  flames. 

Plan  Open-Air  House 
For  Memphis  Park 

MEMPHIS — A new  2,000-seat  open-air  the- 
atre is  one  of  the  proposed  developments 
for  the  local  Fairgrounds  Park,  according  to 
preliminary  plans  submitted  by  Ackley,  Brad- 
ley & Day,  Pittsburgh  architects. 


East  Point  Circuit  Is 
Manned  by  Women 

Atlanta — At  the  rate  the  East  Point 
Amusement  Co.  is  taking  on  women  there 
soon  won’t  be  a man  on  the  pay  roll,  says 
Fred  C.  Coleman,  head  of  the  suburban 
chain.  One  of  the  firm’s  houses,  the  Rus- 
sell, is  completely  staffed  by  women  man- 
agers, projectionists,  doorkeepers  and 
ushers.  The  Fairfax,  Park,  Fulton  and 
Sylvan  have  four  women  managers  and 
four  operators  between  them. 

The  girls  are  doing  a swell  job,  says 
Coleman. 
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lUorman  Colquhoun,  former  local  manager 

’ for  Republic,  made  his  first  trip  back  here 
as  the  new  southwestern  district  manager. 
He  now  is  stationed  at  Dallas  . . . Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Mitchell,  office  manager  for 
M-G-M,  is  vacationing. 

At  20th-Fox,  Virginia  Parker,  contract 
clerk,  resigned  and  has  been  succeeded  by 
Dorothy  Miller,  promoted  from  assistant  con- 
tract clerk.  Betty  Baggett  was  appointed  to 
the  latter  position  . . . Doak  Roberts,  the 
new  Warner  district  manager,  was  here  on 
his  first  official  visit  since  his  appointment 
. . . Charlene  Phillips,  inspector  at  20th-- 
Fox,  had  her  appendix  removed.  Two  new 
faces  at  20th-Fox:  Mrs.  Addie  Glass  and 
Mrs.  Hazel  Hutton,  both  inspectors. 

At  M-G-M,  Rebecca  Scott,  contract  clerk, 
is  back  on  the  job  after  attending  sessions 
at  Moody  Bible  Institute,  Chicago,  during 
her  vacation  . . . Lieut.  W.  B.  Mallery,  navy, 
was  visiting  friends  on  Filmrow.  He  was 
booker  at  M-G-M  before  enlisting. 

Allen  Glenn,  Paramount  advertising  man, 
Dallas,  was  in  on  business  . . . Col.  Charles 
Kessich,  district  manager  of  M-G-M,  was  a 
visitor  . . . Filmrow  visitors  included:  J.  C. 
Mohrstadt;  E.  A.  Moore,  Duck  Hill,  Miss.; 
W.  A.  Rush,  Houston,  Miss.,  and  Mrs.  M.  R. 
Steger,  Tunica,  Miss. 

“Life  With  Father”  packed  them  in  at 
Ellis  Auditorium  at  two  performances  last 
week  ...  A film,  “Torpedo  in  a Box,”  fea- 
tured the  Engineers  Club  meeting  . . . The 
Shrine  presented  the  Hamid-Morton  indoor 


circus  in  Ellis  Auditorium  February  16-22. 
Profits  went  to  the  Red  Cross,  crippled  and 
underprivileged  children. 

Little  Theatre  opened  a new  show,  “Double 
Door,”  last  week  at  the  Pink  Palace  play- 
house under  direction  of  William  Courneen. 
M.  A.  Lightman  sr.,  president  of  the  Little 
Theatre,  reports  a busy  season  ahead  . . . 
President  Lightman  announces  that  two  more 
shows  will  be  presented  this  year  before 
Little  Theatre’s  lease  expires  on  the  Pink 
Palace  . . . Carroll  Wright  of  Dyersburg, 
Tenn.,  is  appearing  in  Earl  Carroll’s  “Sketch- 
book,” at  Carroll’s  Theatre  in  Hollywood,  her 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Arnette 
report. 

Elliott  Johnson,  Malco  advertising  mana- 
ger, reports  that  “Fighting  Lady,”  the  docu- 
mentary story  of  an  aircraft  carrier,  is  be- 
ing double  featured  on  the  midsouth  circuit 
and  outgrossing  some  of  the  major  pictures. 

M.  A.  Lightman  sr.,  president  of  Malco 
Theatres,  Inc.,  has  been  designated  as  speaker 
to  represent  the  exhibitors  in  the  motion 
picture  industry  in  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and 
Minneapolis  to  promote  the  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign. He  speaks  at  Chicago  February  22, 
Minneapolis,  23,  and  Milwaukee  25. 

The  Memphis  motion  picture  industry,  as- 
sisted by  executives  from  all  over  the  mid- 
south, met  at  Hotel  Peabody  to  make  plans 
for  the  Red  Cross  campaign  in  this  section 
. . . Tom  Connors,  general  sales  manager  of 
20th-Fox  and  head  of  the  industry’s  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  drive,  was  the  speaker, 


Curfew  Will  Upset 
Small  Towns  Most 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — The  Byrnes  midnight 
curfew,  which  goes  into  effect  Monday,  will 
disturb  the  smaller  town  situations  most 
where  previews  are  featured  every  Saturday 
night.  The  night  life  of  the  smaller  com- 
munities centers  around  late  Saturday  shows 
and  there  will  be  a noticeable  loss  of  younger 
patronage  in  these  places. 

In  Oklahoma  City,  the  war  workers,  younger 
theatregoers  and  service  personnel,  who  have 
been  attending  either  late  Saturday  shows 
or  midweek  swing-shift  shows,  will  have  to 
attend  earlier  shows  until  the  ban  is  lifted. 

The  present  overworked  condition  of  pro- 
jectionists will  be  somewhat  relieved  by  the 
ban. 


as  was  Bob  O’Donnell,  Dallas,  national  bar- 
ker of  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America. 

Kay  Kyser,  his  wife,  Ish  Kabibble,  and  all 
the  boys  from  the  Kollege  of  Musical  Knowl- 
edge, were  here  last  week  to  entertain  Ken- 
nedy Hospital  patients  and  the  men  of  the 
navy  at  the  three  Millington  naval  estab- 
lishments. 

Charles  A.  McElravy,  manager  of  Ellis 
Auditorium,  announced  that  “Winged  Vic- 
tory” had  been  signed  for  May  29-June  3 . . . 
Lieut.  C.  C.  King,  formerly  of  Memphis  and 
Potts  Camp,  Miss.,  appears  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture, “This  Man’s  Navy,”  which  was  at  Loew’s 
Palace  this  week.  He  appears  as  the  officer 
in  charge  of  a landing  crew. 


C.  CRETORS  & COMPANY 

manufacturers  of  quality 

POPCORN  MACHINES 

(SINCE  1 8 8 5) 

Distributed  Exclusively  in 

Texas , Oklahoma , Arkansas 
Louisiana,  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona  by 


BOXOFFICE  : : February  24,  1945 


89 


OKLAHOMA 


LJarry  Smith,  operator  of  Harry’s  Theatre  in 
Cement,  announces  the  birth  of  a nine- 
pound  baby  daughter  . . . Marvin  Butler, 
owner  and  operator  of  the  Log  Cabin  The- 
atre here,  left  on  a two-week  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia on  business  . . . Marie  Lutz  of  Theatre 
Posters  received  a letter  from  her  son  Ken- 
neth in  Alsace  Lorraine. 

James  Millard  Price  is  the  new  salesman 
for  National  Theatre  Supply  here  . . . Lu- 
cille Woods,  former  manager  of  the  Film 
Exchange  coffee  shop,  was  on  the  Row  vis- 
iting. She  admitted  she  was  on  the  lookout 
for  a well-located  lunch  room  to  operate. 

The  advertisement  in  BOXOFFICE  by  Ok- 
lahoma Theatre  Supply  advertising  plenty  of 
those  good  popcorn  bags  started  a run  on 
their  supply.  Many  exhibitors  have  been 
ordering  the  bags  from  any  place  in  the 
U.S.  that  a source  of  supply  could  be  found. 

Lloyd  Rust,  Monogram  manager  at  Dallas, 
and  Mrs.  Rust  flew  up  for  a short  visit  while 
Jimmy  Wakely  and  Lasses  White  were  here 
at  the  Liberty  ...  In  reminiscing  Lasses  re- 
vealed his  appearance  at  A1  Powell’s  Thea- 
tre in  Guthrie  February  6 was  exactly  24 
years  to  the  day  after  he  first  played  there 
with  his  “Lasses  White’s  Minstrels”  . . . 
Many  Oklahomans  agreed  that  Wakely  is 
the  nearest  rival  to  Gene  Autry  in  the  films 
today,  and  they  believe  he  will  go  a long 
way  up  in  the  musical  western  end  of  the 
business. 

“The  Skating  Vanities,”  which  played  to 
packed  houses  here  at  the  Auditorium  for 
eight  successive  days,  is  by  far  the  most  suc- 
cessful roadshow  engagement  here  this  sea- 
son. Ernie  Pyle’s  article  recommending  the 
show  appeared  in  the  local  daily  just  prior 
to  the  opening  here,  and  was  helpful  . . . 
Continuous  rainy  weather  and  the  “Skating 
Vanities”  together  created  a mild  slump  in 
business  for  the  majority  of  the  local  city 
theatres. 

Exhibitors  on  the  Row:  Paul  Covey  of 
Laverne,  J.  B.  Denney  of  Jay,  Frank  Nor- 
deen  of  Maud,  George  Herber  of  Apache,  T. 
N.  Childress  of  Covington,  Lieut.  J.  L.  Cooper 
of  Purcell,  John  Thomas  of  Kingfisher,  Lieut. 
Paul  Beckhelm  of  Norman,  Waite  Kerr  of 
Sulphur,  Mrs.  Bess  Wilkie  of  Harrah,  Harry 
Smith  of  Cement,  Don  Abernathy  of  Fair- 
view,  A.  W.  Phillips  of  Grandfield,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Miller  of  Gotebo,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  R.  Creason  of  Eufaula,  J.  R.  Brown  of 
Shamrock,  Texas,  J.  B.  Terry  of  Perry,  and 
Oda  Terry  of  Konawa. 

Bill  Allison,  booker  for  the  naval  base  at 
Norman  and  recently  from  San  Diego,  re- 
ports “Earl  Carroll’s  Vanities”  appeared  at 
a base  theatre  recently  . . . L.  C.  Griffith 
came  in  for  several  days  after  a stay  at  San 
Antonio  . . . Lloyd  Brown,  projectionist  at 
the  State  at  Harrah,  sent  in  a new  subscrip- 
tion to  BOXOFFICE  and  stated  that  as  soon 
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SHAKES  WITH  BILL— J.  H.  Dillon 
(right),  Republic’s  Charlotte  manager, 
visits  the  North  Hollywood  studio,  in 
accordance  with  the  company’s  estab- 
lished policy  of  having  branch  and  dis- 
trict managers  become  better  acquainted 
with  production.  He  is  shown  here  with 
Bill  Elliott,  whose  marked  popularity  has 
earned  for  him  the  title  role  in  the  forth- 
coming big-budget  production,  “A  Fabu- 
lous Texan.” 


as  he  is  out  of  school  and  gets  a little  more 
experience  that  he  intends  to  open  his  own 
theatre.  He  said  that  he  wants  the  BOX- 
OFFICE  to  help  him  keep  up  with  the  fast 
changes  being  made  in  the  business  today. 

Ernest  Fair,  reporter  for  BOXOFFICE  from 
Oklahoma  for  a long  long  time,  writes  in  to 
tell  us  of  his  arrival  in  France.  He  told  of 
his  attending  a small  French  theatre  that 
was  showing  French  films  of  the  moth-eaten 
variety  and  having  to  sit  on  wooden  benches. 
It  all  made  him  realize  that  good  old  Amer- 
ica still  can’t  be  beaten.” 

Harold  Ingraham  and  wife  of  Moreland 
were  here  two  days  recently  on  a round  of 
affairs  that  kept  most  of  the  family  busy. 
Harold  arranged  for  needed  supplies  at  the 
National  Theatre  Supply  office  while  Mrs. 
Ingraham  was  busy  booking.  Their  son  Jack, 
who  has  been  projectionist  at  the  Ingraham 
Theatre  in  Moreland,  enlisted  in  the  navy. 
He  was  just  a few  days  under  18.  The  In- 
grahams run  the  local  drug  store,  too.  With 
Jack  gone  they  planned  to  close  the  store 
at  7 each  evening  to  open  the  theatre  for 
the  evening’s  show. 


Plan  Lake  City  House 

LAKE  CITY,  TENN. — As  soon  as  materials 
are  available,  the  Rockwood  Amusements, 
Inc.,  plans  to  build  a new  theatre  here  which 
will  seat  1,000.  The  firm  operates  the  Norris 
in  Lake  City. 


Install  Sound  System 

ATHENS,  ALA. — Installation  of  a new 
sound  system  at  the  Ritz  Theatre  has  been 
completed,  says  Ewell  Gordon,  manager. 


Harlingen  Drive-In  Open 

SAN  ANTONIO — The  new  drive-in  theatre 
at  Harlingen,  owned  by  L.  D.  Richter  of 
Corpus  Christi,  was  to  be  opened  February  8, 
according  to  word  learned  from  the  valley 
film  salesmen.  This  new  $75,000  house  will  be 
the  foremost  of  its  kind  in  southern  Texas. 


Premiere  of  "Co-Pilol" 
Real  Credit  to  Macon 

MACON,  GA.— Maconites,  or  Maconians — 
whichever  you  prefer — are  go-getters.  When- 
ever they  want  something  they  go  after  it. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  world  premiere  of 
Warners’  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot,”  based  upon 
the  best  seller  written  by  a favorite  son,  Col. 
Robert  Lee  Scott.  The  film  had  its  first 
showing  at  the  Grand  Theatre  on  Wednes- 
day, February  21. 

Citizens  of  Macon  didn’t  wait  to  be  asked 
whether  they  would  like  to  have  the  world 
premiere  here;  they  sent  a delegation  of 
prominent  citizens  to  New  York  to  ask  Harry 
M.  Warner  for  it. 

Two  months  in  advance  of  the  premiere,  a 
dozen  committees  headed  by  Phil  Buchheit, 
general  manager  of  the  News  and  Telegraph, 
began  their  labors.  One  committee  included 
Mayor  Charles  Bowden,  Lamar  Swift,  city 
manager  for  Lucas  & Jenkins  Theatres,  and 
other  civic  leaders. 

Admission  for  the  opening  was  set  at  $10  a 
ticket,  with  the  entire  proceeds  going  to  the 
Army  Air  Forces  Aid  Society. 

Macon  citizens  organized  a special  war  bond 
drive.  Lamar  Park  opposite  the  Grand  Thea- 
tre was  renamed  Scott  Park  just  for  the  day, 
and  a war  bond  rally  was  held  just  prior  to 
the  premiere. 

Gov.  Ellis  Arnall  of  Georgia  issued  a proc- 
lamation naming  February  21  as  “Robert  Lee 
Scott— GOD  IS  MY  CO-PILOT  DAY.” 

Macon  merchants,  under  sponsorship  of 
the  merchants’  bureau,  arranged  a city-wide 
window  display  contest.  War  bonds  and  other 
prizes  were  awarded  for  the  most  effective 
window  tieins. 

Only  three  film  stars,  Dennis  Morgan,  Alan 
Hale  and  Janis  Paige,  were  brought  to  Ma- 
con instead  of  the  usual  dozen  or  more,  in 
order  to  limit  the  amount  of  travel.  The 
trio  of  celebrities  toured  nearby  army  camps 
during  their  stay  and  dedicated  a new  radio 
station  at  the  Warner  Robins  Field. 

A 'possum  hunt,  a barbecue,  folk  singing 
and  a ball  sponsored  by  the  Junior  League  in 
honor  of  Colonel  Scott  were  some  of  the 
other  events. 

John  B.  Kennedy,  news  commentator,  came 
to  Macon  to  interview  Colonel  Scott  over  a 
coast-to-coast  network.  Governor  Arnall, 
Mayor  Bowden  and  the  three  film  stars  also 
participated  in  the  broadcast.  Exhibitors  in 
198  cities  to  which  the  broadcast  was  beamed 
received  special  invitations  from  Kennedy  to 
listen  in. 

Local  and  regional  air  coverage  was  ob- 
tained through  Macon’s  radio  stations, 
WMAZ  and  WBML,  giving  frequent  spot 
announcements  and  picking  up  various  events 
that  were  part  of  the  ceremonies. 

Lucas  & Jenkins  donated  funds  for  the 
Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott  Medal  which  will  be 
awarded  to  the  most  deserving  Boy  Scout  in 
the  local  district.  Colonel  Scott  was  a Boy 
Scout  during  his  youth  in  Macon. 

Minnesota  Fair  This  Year 
To  Be  Tame  But  Pure 

(From  Midwest  Edition) 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Minnesota  state  fair 
this  year  not  only  will  be  sans  auto  and 
horse  racing,  because  of  the  government 
wartime  bans,  but  also  will  eliminate  bingo 
and  other  games  of  chance  on  its  midway. 
The  new  directors  have  decided  on  such  a 
policy  which  represents  a victory  for  the 
Rev.  H.  J.  Soltau,  vice  crusader,  who  de- 
nounced the  fair  last  year  because  of  the 
gambling  and  alleged  lewd  midway  shows. 
The  former  board  had  him  arrested  for 
criminal  libel,  but  the  case  finally  was 
dropped.  In  consequence  of  the  present  de- 
cision, Soltau  is  withdrawing  1,000  petitions 
now  in  circulation  for  officers’  removal. 
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Clubwomen  Protest 
Sale  of  a Theatre 

WINNIPEG — Possible  sale  of  the  Playhouse 
brought  a storm  of  protests  when  the  pro- 
posal was  aired  at  the  city  council  meeting 
last  week. 

Withdrawn  from  the  list  of  city  properties 
for  sale  last  July,  the  Playhouse  was  re- 
served as  a municipal  theatre  for  school, 
amateur  and  professional  plays.  However, 
an  offer  recently  was  received  from  an  un- 
identified eastern  firm  and  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  properties  committee  of 
city  council  the  council  is  being  urged  to 
rescind  its  former  decision. 

While  the  name  of  the  potential  buyer 
has  not  been  made  public,  rumor  is  insistent 
that  it  is  one  of  the  large  theatre  chains. 

Threatens  Vote  Reprisal 

Speaking  for  the  local  Council  of  Women, 
Mrs.  Frank  Ritchie  said:  “We  are  all  mothers 
and  represent  not  only  20,000  women  but  our 
families  as  well.  We  are  working  for  our 
families  and  for  Winnipeg.  We  have  an  in- 
fluence on  the  votes  of  our  husbands  also. 

“We  don’t  want  the  Playhouse  to  go  to 
movie  interests,”  she  continued.  “Now  we 
know  definitely  for  a fact  that  the  movie 
interests  are  buying  up  theatres  all  over 
Canada.  We  haven’t  a theatre  in  Canada 
where  we  can  bring  a good  play  from  Eng- 
land. Our  children  are  not  being  nourished 
on  the  great  literature  and  drama  of  Shake- 
speare. We  mothers  need  you  to  help  us  to 
keep  this  Playhouse  theatre  for  us  and  for 
our  children.” 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Peto,  also  a member  of  the 
council,  said  high  school  auditoriums  were 
inadequate  for  plays. 

Two  school  trustees  pointed  out  that  large 
audiences  attending  high  school  productions 
could  not  be  accommodated  in  a high  school1 
auditorium. 

Appearing  for  the  Winnipeg  ballet  club, 
Gweneth  Lloyd  said:  “We  are  hoping  in  the 
ballet  club  to  be  a nursery  for  something 
that  will  become  not  only  a civic  thing,  but 
also  national.  With  the  Playhouse,  there  is 
no  other  adequate  place  for  us  to  continue 
with  what  we  have  already  done.” 

“A  Civic  Asset” 

A representative  of  the  Canadian  Fed- 
eration of  Artists  told  the  council  that  a 
cultural  center  such  as  the  Playhouse  would 
be  an  asset  to  the  city  in  attracting  con- 
ventions and  tourists. 

George  Hamilton,  head  of  Hamilton  At- 
tractions, who  has  been  bringing  stage  shows 
to  the  city,  told  the  council  that  unless  the 
Playhouse  were  sold  with  a provision  that  it 
must  be  used  as  a theatre,  he  would  have 
to  go  out  of  business. 

“I  have  had  a great  deal  of  experience 
with  the  motion  picture  industry.  I have  a 
feeling  that  they  will  do  the  same  thing 
here  as  in  the  rest  of  the  country:  they  will 
buy  it  then  lock  the  door,”  he  said. 

The  school  board  added  to  the  fight  by 
voting  unanimously  against  the  sale  of  the 
house. 

“Will  the  people  of  Winnipeg  allow  the 
Playhouse,  the  last  remaining  theatre  built 
expressly  for  stage  presentations,  to  be  sold 
into  bondage?”  asked  N.  B.  Zimmerman,  a 
Tribune  writer  in  an  editorial  page  article. 
“From  May  21,  1944,  to  June  21  of  this  year 
rentals  and  advance  rentals  of  the  theatre 
already  total  $10,297.  That  is  hardly  a life- 
less monument  to  municipal  ownership.” 


Son  Back  From  Guinea 

TORONTO — Ralph  Clark,  Canadian  dis- 
trict manager  of  Warner  Bros.,  has  received 
news  his  son  had  returned  to  the  U.S.  after 
a year’s  service  with  the  armed  forces  in 
New  Guinea. 


IATSE  Strike  Is  Ended 
At  Winnipeg  Theatres 


WINNIPEG — A five-day  strike  of  projec- 
tionists at  18  Famous  Players  and  Western 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  houses  here,  ended  February 
19  when  the  strikers  offered  to  return  on  con- 
dition that  there  would  be  no  discrimination 
against  the  strikers  and  no  pay  deductions. 

The  projectionists,  members  of  Local  299, 
IATSE,  also  said  they  reserved  the  right  to 
apply  to  the  regional  wartime  labor  relations 
board  for  certification  at  a later  date.  The 
theatre  operators  accepted  the  conditions  with 
no  argument  about  the  application  for  cer- 
tification. 

“Holiday”  Termed  Illegal 

The  strikers  agreed  to  go  back  to  work 
after  W.  Elliott  Wilson,  chief  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  labor  board,  had  informed  the 
strikers  their  “holiday”  was  illegal  and  the 
board’s  chairman  had  urged  the  men  to  re- 
turn to  work  and  let  their  jurisdictional  wran- 
gle with  the  One  Big  Union,  lie  in  abeyance 
until  after  the  war.  The  IATSE  held  meet- 
ings over  the  weekend  to  discuss  the  board’s 
proposals. 

Forced  to  close  their  doors  were  the  fol- 
lowing: Capitol,  Metropolitan,  Gaiety,  Tivoli, 
Osborne,  Crescent,  Uptown,  of  the  Famous 
Players  chain,  and  Lyceum,  Rio,  Bijou,  Rose, 
Plaza,  Wonderland,  Roxy,  College,  Mac’s,  Ar- 
lington and  Palace,  of  Western  Theatres,  Ltd. 

The  international  alliance  projectionists 
took  their  “holiday”  in  protest  against  the 
existence  of  the  One  Big  Union,  representing 
10  operators  in  six  theatres  affiliated  with 
( Western  Theatres,  Ltd.  There  were:  the  Star- 
land,  Fox,  Regent,  Times,  Tower  and  Furby. 

Douse  Marquee  Lights 

While  One  Big  Union  members  are  also 
at  work  in  the  Odeon-Morton  theatres,  the 
Garrick,  Rialto  and  Beacon,  these  were  not 
involved  in  the  dispute. 

The  houses  that  were  forced  to  close  down 
put  out  their  marquee  lights  and  signs  and 
placed  notices  in  their  doors  and  in  the  news- 
papers saying  that  they  would  be  closed  un- 
til further  notice. 

W.  P.  Covert,  Toronto,  Canadian  second 
vice-president  of  the  international  union, 
told  the  press  that  the  men  had  decided  to 
take  a holiday  until  their  dispute  was  set- 
tled. The  union’s  action  was  taken,  he  said, 
in  protest  against  the  OBU  having  jurisdic- 
tion over  part  of  the  city’s  picture  houses. 

Members  of  Local  299  decided  at  a series 


N.  L . Nathanson  Art  Put 
On  the  Auction  Block 

Toronto — Another  closing  chapter  was 
written  in  the  career  of  the  late  N.  L. 
Nathanson,  former  Canadian  film  indus- 
trialist, in  the  sale  of  the  valuable  col- 
lection of  imported  furniture,  paintings 
by  several  of  the  world’s  masters,  old 
English  silver,  ancient  crystal  and  china- 
ware  and  museum  pieces  from  his  former 
palatial  home  on  Lyndhurst  Ave.  here. 
The  sale  was  conducted  in  the  galleries 
of  Ward-Price,  Ltd.,  this  weeu;  prior  to 
which  the  stately  furnishings  were  viewed 
by  many  people. 

In  January  the  Nathanson  mansion  was 
purchased  by  the  Dominion  government 
for  use  as  a convalescent  center  in  the 
treatment  of  neurotic  and  other  special 
cases  among  repatriated  Canadian  sol- 
diers. 


of  meetings  “that  they  were  tired  of  working 
with  OBU  men  in  their  houses  and  that  they 
would  no  longer  work  with  men  of  a dual 
organization.”  They  thereupon  voted  to  take 
a “holiday.” 

T.  McClure,  general  secretary  of  the  Win- 
nipeg Central  Labor  Council,  OBU,  said  his 
organization  was  certified  by  the  regional 
board  in  June  1944,  as  the  bargaining  rep- 
resentative of  the  shows  in  which  OBU  men 
were  employed. 

When  the  strike  started  E.  A.  Zorn,  Famous 
Players  divisional  supervisor,  said:  “We  are 
just  an  interested  bystander  in  a union  fight. 
Our  men  can  come  back  to  work  whenever 
they  please.  We  have  had  our  staffs  standing 
by  and  our  theatres  have  been  deluged  with 
hundreds  of  patrons  whom  we  have  had  to 
turn  away.”  Zorn  said  the  international  union 
had  not  given  notice  of  its  intention  to  declare 
a “holiday,”  its  members  simply  failing  to 
show  up  for  work. 

This  was  denied  by  Covert  and  officers  of 
the  Winnipeg  Trades  and  Labor  Council 
which  called  the  OBU  “a  company  union.” 


Winnipeg  Strike  Recalls  Booth 
Rivalry  in  Ontario  Province 

TORONTO — The  strike  of  28  members  of 
IATSE  projectionists  Local  299  at  Winnipeg, 
which  forced  the  closing  of  18  chain  thea- 
tres there,  was  watched  with  keen  interest 
from  the  head  office  here  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.  and  other  trade  executives. 

A similar  situation  prevailed  for  some  years 
in  Ontario  when  the  Canadian  Motion  Picture 
Operators  Union  was  opposed  to  the  IATSE, 
but  this  labor  rivalry  disappeared  two  years 
ago  when  the  Canadian  union  was  absorbed 
by  the  International  without  strife.  Members 
of  the  MPOU  were  in  the  booths  of  units  of 
the  former  Hanson  Theatres  Corp.  and  various 
independent  theatres  of  Ontario.  The  Hanson 
circuit  of  33  houses  was  an  affiliate  of  Fa- 
mous Players  and  disappeared  in  the  re- 
organization of  theatre  networks  which  fol- 
lowed the  resignation  of  the  late  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son as  president  of  Famous  Players  to  launch 
Canadian  Odeon.  The  MPOU  continued  to 
function  until  the  rival  labor  leaders  here 
reached  an  amicable  fusion. 

There  were  claims  that  the  MPOU  in  On- 
tario was  encouraged  to  provide  opposition  for 
the  International  labor  body  but  definite 
friction  never  openly  flared.  In  Manitoba, 
the  One  Big  Union  has  functioned  for  a quar- 
ter of  a century  in  different  trades  and  in- 
dustries, and  at  one  time  a serious  general 
strike  occurred  in  which  there  was  rioting 
and  bloodshed. 

International  unions  have  found  difficulty 
in  getting  established  in  Manitoba  cities, 
generally  speaking,  over  the  years  and  it  ap- 
pears that  the  theatre  business  in  Manitoba 
became  the  battleground  for  the  forcing  of 
the  issue  between  the  labor  rivals. 

Elsewhere  in  Canada,  with  the  exception  of 
French-speaking  Quebec,  the  IATSE  is  firm- 
ly established  and  appears  to  be  on  friendly 
relations  with  theatre  owners. 

A School  Board  Approves 
Visual  Education  Step 

WATERLOO,  ONT.— The  public  school 
board  has  taken  steps  toward  accepting  the 
visual  education  program  sponsored  by  the 
Ontario  department  of  education.  Provision 
was  made  in  the  estimates  for  1945  to  in- 
clude a motion  picture  projector  and  several 
reels  of  film. 
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Plans  Are  Set  for  Palatial  Odeon  TORONTO 


Showcase  in  Toronto  After  War 


TORONTO — A downtown  site  has  been  ac- 
quired by  Odeon  Theatres  on  which  to  erect 
a local  ace  house  as  soon  as  wartime  re- 
strictions are  lifted.  Plans  which  are  said 
to  be  already  well  in  hand,  call  for  an  elab- 
orate showcase  in  keeping  with  the  partner- 
ship formed  recently  between  Paul  L.  Nath- 
anson  and  Arthur  Rank  of  England.  The 
Toronto  theatre  is  expected  to  equal  in  ap- 
pearance and  importance  the  key  theatres 
planned  in  other  cities  of  the  British  Em- 
pire and  in  New  York  in  Rank’s  worldwide 
program  of  expansion. 

The  local  site  is  in  a strategic  location 
with  a sweeping  view  from  two  important 
thoroughfares  where  a spectacular  front 
would  have  full  effect.  According  to  a re- 
liable informant  the  palatial  structure  will 
include  office  facilities  for  the  head  offices 
of  Odeon  and  General  Theatre  Corp.,  the 
parent  company  in  which  Arthur  Rank  has 
his  holdings. 

Plans  call  also  for  the  erection  of  a film 
exchange  building  for  Empire-Universal 
Films  not  far  away  from  the  Odeon  struc- 


ture. The  regulations  of  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment prevent  the  operation  of  an  ex- 
change with  film  storage  in  a property  which 
has  other  tenants.  The  film  exchange  would 
also  accommodate  Sovereign  Films,  the  16mm 
distributing  enterprise  in  the  group  of  Nath- 
anson  companies. 

The  proposed  theatre,  it  is  believed,  will 
serve  as  the  first  run  outlet  for  special  Brit- 
ish productions  and  de  luxe  product  of  Uni- 
versal Pictures  along  with  other  features 
which  would  be  surrounded  by  a program 
of  careful  selection.  Such  programs,  it  is  ex- 
pected, might  include  stage  presentations  and 
orchestral  accompaniment  of  a high  order 
comparable  with  attractions  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  in  New  York.  In  a word,  there  are 
indications  that  the  plan  will  bring  much 
prestige  and  dignity  to  the  motion  picture 
field  in  Canada. 

Nathanson’s  recent  lengthy  visit  in  Holly- 
wood is  believed  connected  with  preparations 
for  the  launching  of  the  project  in  Toronto, 
along  with  joint  plans  with  Rank  for  gen- 
eral expansion  across  the  Dominion. 


MONTREAL 


An  observant  patron  of  motion  pictures,  who 
goes  to  all  the  first  runs  every  week,  calcu- 
lates that  about  five  per  cent  of  the  patrons 
go  to  three  shows  a week  and  as  many  as  20 
per  cent  take  in  two.  He,  of  course,  has 
nothing  but  his  observation  to  go  upon,  but 
claims  that  he  recognizes  scores  of  regular 
patrons  every  time  he  goes  to  a St.  Catherine 
St.  theatre.  In  suburbs  where  there  are  two 
or  more  theatres  within  easy  reach,  he  claims 
the  above  percentages  are  doubled. 

Miliza  Korjus,  singing  star  of  “The  Great 
Waltz,”  made  a personal  appearance  and  re- 
cital at  the  St.  Denis  Friday  (23)  under  the 
auspices  of  France  Film  Co.  . . . The  Cana- 
dian Grenadier  Guards  band  will  be  used  by 
Andrew  Stone  in  his  forthcoming  picture, 
“Pan-American  Sensations  of  1946.”  The 
band  will  be  filmed  at  Ottawa  against  a 
background  of  the  parliament  buildings  . . . 
A short  to  be  filmed  for  Canada’s  next  war 
loan  drive  in  April  will  star  such  Hollywood 
luminaries  as  Bob  Hope,  Bing  Crosby  and 
Fibber  McGee  and  Molly.  Twentieth-Fox  has 
made  the  picture. 

British  Gaumont  has  made  available  to  the 
Canadian  air  force  a copy  of  the  air  corps 
training  film,  “Sons  of  the  Air,”  which  will 
be  forwarded  to  Canada  and  shown  in  the- 
atres throughout  the  Dominion  . . . Tele- 
vision’s impact  on  the  public  is  still  several 
years  ahead  of  us,  according  to  Glenn  Ban- 
nerman,  re-elected  president  of  the  Canadian 
Ass’n  of  Broadcasters  who  declared  at  Que- 
bec: “It  will  take  several  years  before  tele- 
vision becomes  an  integral  part  of  our  lives.” 

Local  romance  lovers  are  thrilled  by  the 
speed  with  which  F.  George  Power,  former 
Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs  employe  who 
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America's  Finest  Screen  Came 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  S31  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


now  is  private  secretary  to  L.  Dana  Wil- 
gress,  Canadian  ambassador  to  Russia,  suc- 
cumbed to  the  lures  of  a noted  ballerina  of 
Moscow,  Eleanora  Kuznetsova  Bolstioi,  whom 
he  married  in  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
of  St.  Louis  de  France  in  the  Russian  capital. 

The  Norma  Shearer  $15,000  house,  drawn 
for  the  benefit  of  a “milk  for  Britain”  fund, 
was  won  by  A.  Leroux  of  Cornwall,  Ont.  The 
drawing  took  place  at  the  “Ice  Follies”  per- 
formance at  the  Forum  here  . . . Gracie 
Fields  is  going  to  Australia  soon,  it  is  learned 
locally  . . . There  was  no  indication  that  the 
strike  of  Winnipeg  projectionists  had  any 
repercussion  here  . . . Princess  Theatre, 
Kenogami,  Que.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  which 
caused  the  flooring  to  collapse  carrying  with 
it  hundreds  of  seats.  A defect  in  the  heating 
system  was  blamed. 

Three  Russian  films  were  recently  shown 
in  Ottawa  at  a private  showing  arranged  by 
the  Soviet  ambassador  . . . Kathleen  Kirby 
of  the  “Ice  Follies,”  now  at  the  Forum,  is 
a former  Canadian  amateur  skating  star.  Her 
brother  Michael,  who  was  featured  in  a 
number  with  Norah  McCarthy  of  North  Bay 
when  the  show  was  last  here,  has  married 
her,  and  has  moved  to  Hollywood  where  he 
plans  a motion  picture  career  for  himself  and 
his  bride. 


Musical  Group  Elects 
T.  Bragg  as  Chairman 

TORONTO — T.  J.  Bragg,  vice-president  and 
secretary-treasurer  of  General  Theatre  Corp., 
Ltd.,  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  Musical  Protective  Society  of  Canada,  an 
organization  comprising  allied  amusement  in- 
terests. Angus  MacCunn,  a director  of  FPC, 
was  elected  vice-president  of  the  society. 

Reappointed  secretary-treasurer  was  Col. 
John  A.  Cooper,  secretary  of  the  Canadian 
16mm  Motion  Picture  Distributors  Ass’n,  and 
the  assistant  secretary  of  the  society  is  S. 
B.  Taube  of  the  MPTA  of  Ontario. 

Representing  radio  interests  is  Glen  Ban- 
nerman,  president  of  the  Canadian  Ass’n  of 
Broadcasters. 


T5  W.  Bolstad,  vice-president  of  Famous 
1 Players  Canadian  Corp.,  hastened  to  Win- 
nipeg when  the  dispute  between  rival  labor 
unions  forced  the  closing  of  18  theatres. 

Harry  A.  Kaufman  of  Monogram  Pictures 
of  Canada  has  received  word  that  Ike 
Sourkes,  Montreal  branch  manager,  is  in  a 
hospital  there  suffering  from  injuries  sus- 
tained in  a fall  on  an  icy  pavement  . . . 
I.  H.  Allen,  sales  manager  of  Esquire  Films, 
Ltd.,  Toronto,  took  a week’s  holiday  in  Que- 
bec for  the  enjoyment  of  winter  sports  . . . 
Miss  Norma  Hansher,  daughter  of  the  late 
William  Hansher,  film  trade  veteran,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Vancouver  staff  of 
Canadian  Monogram,  it  has  been  announced. 

M.  A.  Milligan,  former  general  manager  of 
Paramount  Film  Service,  is  recovering  from 
pneumonia  . . . Frank  Davis,  formerly  of 
Winnipeg,  has  been  transferred  from  To- 
ronto to  be  assistant  to  Branch  Manager 
Grattam  Kiely  of  Warners  who  succeeded 
Irving  Coval.  The  latter  has  gone  to  Trini- 
dad in  Warners’  foreign  department. 

Harold  Hitchinson  has  taken  up  permanent 
residence  in  Toronto  following  his  retirement 
after  25  years’  service  with  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.  during  which  he  was  mana- 
ger of  theatres  in  many  cities  of  eastern 
Canada.  He  recently  was  honored  with  char- 
ter membership  in  the  company’s  25  Year 
Club. 

Famous  Players  has  arranged  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a second  theatre  in  Prince  Rupert, 
B.  C.,  to  cost  $120,000  and  to  seat  800.  The 
company  recently  made  general  improve- 
ments to  the  Capitol  at  North  Bay,  Ont. 
Sites  have  been  acquired  for  two  suburban 
houses  in  Toronto,  one  at  Bloor  and  Jane 
Sts.  and  the  other  on  Eglinton  Ave.  West 
near  the  present  Colony,  which  is  affiliated 
with  the  Odeon  chain. 

Dave  Snyder,  former  projectionist  in 
Oshawa,  is  the  manager  of  the  Adelphi,  the 
Toronto  neighborhood  house  which  was 
bought  recently  by  Mrs.  Davies  from  W.  A. 
Bailie  . . . Harry  Freedman,  partner-owner 
with  Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada,  has  re- 
turned from  Toronto  and  New  York  to  Ed- 
monton where  he  has  the  Rialto,  Varscona, 
Avenue  and  Roxy  . . . The  Vanity  at  Wind- 
sor did  so  well  with  “Since  You  Went  Away” 
that  it  was  held  for  a third  full  week. 

A former  employe  of  the  Granada  at  Ham- 
ilton, Tom  O’Connell,  is  now  at  Christie  Mili- 
tary Hospital  here  after  long  service  Over- 
seas during  which  he  was  reported  missing, 
later  safe  and  wounded.  He  finally  reached 
a military  hospital  in  England  . . . Tom 
Waterfield,  manager  of  the  Eastwood,  re- 
cently was  fined  $20  and  costs  for  a bit  of 
overcrowding. 

J.  Chernoff,  resigned  from  PRC  of  Canada, 
has  been  appointed  manager  of  the  Quebec 
and  maritime  provinces  territory  for  Alli- 
ance Films,  which  is  headed  by  Ray  Lewis 
. . . Sam  Mantle,  for  three  years  in  the 
air  force,  has  become  manager  of  the  Royal 
at  Guelph. 


Sam  Marks,  an  Old-Timer 
In  Film  Business,  Dies 

TORONTO — When  the  many  mourners 
were  gathering  at  a chapel  here  for  the 
funeral  for  Clair  Hague,  word  was  received 
of  the  death  of  another  old-timer  of  the 
theatre  business,  Sam  Marks,  formerly  pro- 
prietor of  the  Palace  at  London,  Ont.,  and 
well  known  as  a musician. 
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"Tomorrow"  Holds 
Top  Montreal  Spot 

MONTREAL — Audiences  at  first  runs  are 
still  above  average  but  the  outstanding  at- 
traction was  undoubtedly  the  showing  at 
the  Palace  of  “And  Now  Tomorrow,”  which 
was  held  a second  week.  At  the  Orpheum 
the  French  language  film,  “Souviens  Toi  du 
Jour,”  Warner  Bros,  version  of  “Remember 
the  Day,”  did  well  enough  to  warrant  a third 
week.  Good  taut  not  exceptional  business 
was  done  by  the  second  week  of  “Mrs.  Park- 
ington”  at  Loew’s,  “An  American  Romance” 
at  the  Capitol,  and  “Enter  Arsene  Lupin” 
at  the  Princess. 

Capitol — An  American  Romance  (M-G-M);  Let's 

Go  Steady  (Col)  Pretty  good 

Loew's — Mrs.  Parkingtan  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk Good 

Orpheum — Souviens  toi  du  Jour  (WB) ..Enters  3rd  wk. 
Palace — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) ..Drawing  crowds 
Princess — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ);  My 
Gal  Loves  Music  (Univ) ...Good 

Vancouver  Business  Is  Very  Good 
With  "Maytime"  Revival  Leading 

VANCOUVER — Business  in  general  was 
very  good  with  all  theatres  being  average 
or  better.  Second  week  of  “Meet  Me  in 
St.  Louis”  at  the  Capitol  was  very  nice  but 
“Casanova  Brown”  at  the  Orpheum  did  not 
do  as  well  as  expected  and  went  one  week 
only.  An  eight-day  run  on  the  “Maytime” 
revival  at  the  Strand  was  very  good. 

Beacon — The  Great  Mike  (PRC);  Ride,  Ranger, 

Ride  (Rep),  plus  stage  show Average 

Capitol — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk Good 

Dominion — The  Conspirators  (WB);  The  Very 

Thought  of  You  (WB),  moveovers Good 

Orpheum — Casanova  Brown  (RKO) Pretty  good 

Plaza — Three  Is  a Family  (UA) Good 

Strand — Maytime  (M-G-M),  revival;  Main  Street 

Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M)  Very  good 

Vogue — Guest  in  the  House  (UA) Good 

"The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom"  Is  Top 
Toronto  Grosser;  "St.  Louis"  Popular 

TORONTO — Business  continued  spotty 

among  Toronto  first  runs  with  some  theatres 
doing  very  well  but  others  in  the  not-so- 
good  class.  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom” 
accounted  for  excellent  crowds  at  Shea’s 

while  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  opened  with 
a popular  ring  at  Loew’s  Yonge  Street  and 
“The  Way  Ahead”  showed  strength  at  Loew’s 
Uptown  following  a bright  advertising  cam- 
paign. “Casanova  Brown”  had  steady  trade 
at  the  Imperial  while  the  Tivoli  and  Eg- 
linton  were  below  the  mark. 

(Average  is  100) 


Eglinton — Dear  Octopus  (Br);  Babes  on  Swing 

Street  (Univ)  80 

Imperial — Casanova  Brown  (RKO)  100 

Loew's — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 125 

Shea's — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 130 

Tivoli — Rainbow  Island  (Para);  Dangerous 

Passage  (Para)  90 

Uptown — The  Way  Ahead  (Br)  115 


Previous  Week 

TORONTO  (Delayed) — “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” continued  to  draw  well  in  its  extended 
engagement  at  Shea’s  as  did  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo”  in  its  second  week  at  Loew's 
Young  Street.  There  was  fair  support  for 
“Winged  Victory”  at  the  Imperial,  but  the 
public  is  indicating  increased  reluctance  to 
view  a picture  with  a war  theme  regardless 
of  merit,  unless  it  has  a reigning  star. 


Eglinton — Make  Your  Own  Bed  (WB);  Frisco 

Kid  ( reissue)  75 

Imperial — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 95 

Loew's — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 105 

Shea's — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  4th  wk 95 

Tivoli — Same  as  Eglinton  85 

Uptown — Guest  in  the  House  (UA);  Night 
Club  Girl  (Univ)  90 


Fair  Grosses  in  Calgary  Indicate 
Patrons  Are  Demanding  Quality 

CALGARY — Boxoffice  reports  ran  from 
fair  to  very  good,  an  indication  that  patrons 
were  shopping  for  quality.  The  Grand,  ace 


Odeon  unit  and  converted  legitimate  house, 
has  been  playing  split  week  the  past  three 
weeks  with  touring  stage  shows.  It  did  nice- 
ly with  two  B films  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  first  two  roadshows,  ZaSu  Pitts  in 
“Ramshackle  Inn”  and  “Naughty  Marietta,” 
were  admittedly  sad  disappointments  at  $3 
top  with  30  per  cent  tax  added.  They  killed 
advance  sale  for  the  third,  an  ace  comedy, 
“Kiss  and  Tell,”  which  built  up  only  after 
opening  to  a near  empty  house.  Result  is 
theatregoers  are  somewhat  sour  on  road 
shows.  Top  motion  pictures,  due  in  the  next 
few  weeks,  are  certain  of  big  reception. 
“Casanova  Brown”  drew  well  although  critics 
found  it  “just  so-so.” 


Capitol — Casanova  Brown  (RKO)  Good 

Grand — Night  Club  Girl  (Univ);  Under 

Western  Skies  (Univ)  Fair 

Palace — Kansas  City  Kitty  (Col);  Swing  in 

the  Saddle  (Col)  , Fair 

Palace — The  Very  Thought  of  You  (WB) Good 


Halifax  Oxford  to  Duals 
For  Afternoon  Patrons 

ST.  JOHN — Three  important  changes  have 
become  effective  with  the  recent  acquisition 
of  the  Oxford,  Halifax,  by  the  Odeon-Rank 
circuit. 

Since  this  west  end  house  was  established 
about  seven  years  ago  an  interruption  had 
been  customary  between  afternoon  and  night 
shows.  Now  a continuous  daily  show  is  of- 
fered, starting  at  1 p.  m„  and  ending  at  2. 
In  the  past,  chiefly  single  bills  were  pre- 
sented, but  under  Odeon,  the  accent  will 
be  on  double  bills.  The  two  pictures  on  each 
bill  will  differ  sharply  in  type.  In  an  ef- 
fort to  promote  afternoon  business  at  this 
neighborhood  stand,  the  adult  price  has  been 
cut  from  30  to  25  cents,  including  taxes. 
The  introduction  of  the  grind  and  duals  were 
also  to  stimulate  chiefly  the  afternoon  pa- 
tronage. The  location  is  not  as  good  for  the 
afternoon  trade  as  theatres  in  the  city  proper 
and  north  end. 

Famous  Players,  which  lost  the  Oxford  to 
Odeon  on  expiration  of  the  lease,  is  honor- 
ing gift  tickets  on  the  Oxford  at  the  Capi- 
tol, Orpheum  and  Garrick.  However,  the 
Garrick  is  also  to  be  taken  over  by  Odeon. 

Abe  Garson,  St.  John,  recently  named 
maritime  chief  for  Odeon,  has  held  the  ma- 
jority stock  interest  in  the  Oxford  and  Gar- 
rick in  recent  years.  FPC  had  the  Oxford 
under  lease  for  six  years.  It  was  built  orig- 
inally for  Mintz  Brothers,  slot  machine  dis- 
tributors. 

McCarthy  at  Universal 
Helm  Temporarily 

TORONTO — Following  the  death  of  Clair 
Hague,  Canadian  representative  of  Universal 
Pictures,  from  pneumonia,  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy, 
southern  and  Canadian  sales  manager  at  the 
home  office  in  New  York,  arrived  here  to" 
supervise  the  affairs  of  the  Canadian  office, 
which  has  operated  in  conjunction  with  Em- 
pire-Universal Films,  franchise  holder  for 
many  years. 

The  successor  to  Hague,  who  was  president 
of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  and  was 
regarded  as  the  dean  of  Canadian  film  men, 
was  not  immediately  indicated. 

L.  M.  Devaney,  general  manager  of  RKO 
Distributing  Corp.  of  Canada,  was  elected 
vice-president  of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pio- 
neers last  December,  and  it  is  expected  he 
will  be  named  acting  president  of  that  as- 
sociation, membership  in  which  is  restricted 
to  those  who  have  served  continuously  in  the 
theatre  or  film  business  for  25  years  or  more. 


Denies  Odeon  Hookup 

TORONTO — Peter  Budd,  former  manager 
of  the  Kenwood  who  recently  acquired  the 
Centre  here  from  Phil  Sandler,  has  stated 
he  has  not  become  associated  with  Odeon, 
although  there  were  rumors  he  had  become 
a circuit  partner. 


OTTAWA 


Surprise  of  the  week  was  the  announcement 
J of  the  resignation  of  Steve  McManus  as 
manager  of  the  Elgin  here  and  his  re- 
tirement from  show  business  to  return  to 
western  Ontario  with  his  wife.  Succeeding 
him  is  Ernest  Warren,  formerly  of  the  Mid- 
town in  Toronto.  McManus,  who  had  been 
both  president  and  secretary  of  the  east- 
ern Ontario  division  of  the  MPTA  of  On- 
tario, was  honored  at  a party  organized  by 
fellow  managers  of  the  Ottawa  district  at 
which  he  was  presented  with  suitable  gifts. 

Leslie  Mitchell,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Ottawa  Capitol  and  previously  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Capitol  in  Guelph,  has  been 
transferred  to  Brockville,  Ont.,  where  he 
takes  over  the  Regent.  His  promotion  was 
announced  by  District  Manager  T.  R.  Tub- 
man. 

Frederick  John  Hulse,  55,  died  in  an  Ot- 
tawa hospital  after  being  employed  by  the 
motion  picture  bureau  of  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment and  its  successor,  the  National  Film 
Board,  for  the  past  19  years.  An  only  son, 
Cpl.  W.  F.  Hulse,  was  killed  in  action  in 
Sicily  in  1943.  Immediate  survivors  are  his 
wife  and  a daughter. 

Gordon  Beavis  of  the  Ottawa  Centre  The- 
atre found  “This  Happy  Breed”  strong  enough 
to  hold  for  three  weeks  after  a number  of 
Canadian  newspaper  critics  had  named  the 
British  picture  one  of  the  ten  best  films  of 
1944.  Ben  Cronk,  promotion  manager  of 
Empire-Universal,  Toronto,  was  in  Ottawa  in 
conjunction  with  the  engagement  . . . The 
National  Film  Society  conducted  a screen 
performance  Sunday  which  featured  a re- 
vival of  “Hallelujah”  which  was  produced  by 
King  Vidor  in  1929.  The  program  included 
a number  of  U.S.  and  Russian  shorts  . . . 
Donat  Paquin,  proprietor  of  the  Victoria  and 
Francais  in  Ottawa  and  the  Laurier  in  Hull, 
is  enthusiastic  over  his  daughter  Pierrett’s 
taking  third  place  in  the  Canadian  junior  fig- 
ure skating  championships. 

A large  audience  attended  a screening  of 
six  Polish  films  Sunday  afternoon  at  the 
Ottawa  Capitol  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Canadian  Friends  of  Poland.  Many  of  the 
diplomats  in  Ottawa,  including  the  Polish 
minister  to  Canada,  were  present. 

Shirley  Temple,  who  made  a personal  ap- 
pearance here  for  the  Seventh  Victory  Loan 
five  months  ago,  has  shown  continued  inter- 
est in  a young  man  stationed  here  in  the 
air  force  photographic  section,  namely  Basil 
Day,  to  whom  she  has  written  that  she  pro- 
poses to  pay  another  visit  to  Ottawa  as  soon 
as  her  current  picture  work  in  Hollywood  is 
concluded. 

Midnight  Benefit  Raises 
$6,500  for  Soldiers 

TORONTO — Organized  by  H Cem  Merritt, 
manager  of  the  Palace  at  Windsor,  the  mid- 
night benefit  show  in  that  theatre  under 
the  auspices  of  Bnai  Brith  raised  $6,500 
for  the  overseas  smokes  fund,  the  Windsor 
Active  Service  Club  and  war  refugee  work. 

More  than  100  stars  and  musicians  from 
Detroit  theatres  and  night  clubs  donated 
their  services,  the  array  including  three  the- 
atre orchestras.  The  audience  which  packed 
the  Palace  was  welcomed  by  Milton  C.  Meret- 
sky  and  the  theatre  was  donated  for  the  oc- 
casion by  Simon  Meretsky,  managing  director 
of  Paramount  Windsor  Theatre,  Ltd. 


To  Play  Heavy  in  "Mama  Loves  Papa" 

Paul  Harvey  has  been  cast  to  play  the 
heavy  in  RKO’s  “Mama  Loves  Papa.”  Two 
other  additions  to  the  cast  are  Edward  Max- 
well and  Emory  Parnell. 
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The  new  curfew  law  is  being  strictly  en- 
forced here.  Fifteen  children  under  16 
years  of  age  have  been  picked  up  and  taken 
home  by  a special  enforcement  officer  when 
they  were  found  on  city  streets  or  in  places  of 
amusement  after  the  9 p.  m.  curfew  hour. 
If  the  same  children  are  arrested  again  their 
parents  are  liable  to  fines  up  to  $100  or  two 
months  imprisonment. 

Ken  Leach  of  the  Strand  and  Variety  thea- 
tres, Calgary,  was  here  for  a few  days  last 
week.  He  and  his  family  were  on  their  way 
to  Hollywood  for  a vacation  . . . Amusement 
and  racing  taxes  this  year  are  expected  to 
contribute  nearly  $1,000,000  to  provincial  cof- 
fers . . . Levi  Graham,  who  sold  his  theatre 
interests  at  Prince  George,  B.  C.,  to  Herb 
Stevenson  of  Alberta,  is  seriously  ill  in  a local 
hospital  . . . Harold  Pethick,  who  handled 
state  rights  films  here  before  joining  the 
army,  is  back  in  town  after  five  years  over- 
seas with  the  Seaforth  Highlanders  in  Italy. 

Purchase  of  the  Oak  Theatre,  Burnably,  by 
Odeon  circuit  was  announced  by  Dave  Gries- 
dorf,  district  manager.  The  theatre  was  pur- 
chased from  Andy  Digney,  who  built  it  in 
1937.  It  seats  755  and  has  parking  facilities 
for  200  cars.  The  Oak,  on  two  acres  of  land, 
is  outside  the  city  limits  of  Vancouver  and 
between  two  other  Odeon  houses.  This  makes 
28  houses  in  British  Columbia  for  the  Odeon- 
Rank  circuit.  Famous  players  have  32  thea- 
tres. 

Jimmy  McAllister,  manager  of  the  Abbots- 
ford Theatre,  joined  the  Canadian  Picture 
Pioneers  last  week  in  Vancouver. 

Film  Trade  Pays  Tribute 
To  Memory  of  C.  Hague 

TORONTO  (Delayed) — The  film  fraternity 
was  represented  in  large  number  at  the 
funeral  here  February  10  of  Clair  Hague,  “the 
man  who  never  had  an  enemy.”  Scores  of 
floral  tributes  also  testified  to  the  wide  and 
sincere  esteem  in  which  he  had  been  held. 
Officers  and  members  of  Rameses  Temple 
of  the  Shrine  participated  in  a simple  and 
impressive  ritual. 

The  honorary  pallbearers  were  Oscar  R. 
Hanson,  Jack  Arthur,  Harry  Colling,  Herb 
Allen,  Harold  Pfaff,  Harry  Law,  Charles 
Mavety,  L.  M.  Devaney,  Paul  Nathanson,  J.  J. 
Fitzgibbons,  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy  of  New  York, 
Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  and  Ernie  Moule  of 
Brantford. 

The  active  pallbearers  were  A.  W.  Perry, 
S.  B.  Taube,  Clair  Appel,  Sam  Fine,  Walter 
J.  Kennedy  and  Ben  Cronk. 

B.  E.  Norrish,  president  of  Associated 
Screen  News,  was  present  from  Montreal. 
F.  J.  A.  McCarthy  represented  the  Universal 
home  office  in  New  York. 


Ambrose  Nolan  Quits  Trade 
With  Leasing  of  Little 

OTTAWA — Ambrose  Nolan  has  retired  from 
the  theatre  business  here  following  the  leas- 
ing of  the  Little,  owned  by  the  Ottawa  Drama 
League,  to  Casey  Swedlove,  a business  man 
of  Kemptville,  Ont.,  and  proprietor  of  the 
Savoy  at  Cardinal,  Ont.  Swedlove  took  pos- 
session of  the  Little  February  12. 

Nolan,  who  did  not  make  known  his  plans, 
is  the  son  of  the  late  Mayor  P.  J.  Nolan 
who  owned  and  operated  the  Avalon,  Rexy 
and  Nola,  which  are  now  under  the  Cana- 
dian Odeon  banner.  Under  terms  of  the  lease 
the  Drama  League  retains  use  of  the  house 
for  five  weeks  each  year  for  presentation  of 
amateur  stage  productions. 


Coal  Supplies  at  Toronto 
Are  Ample  for  Theatres 

TORONTO — Toronto  theatres  will  not  be 
closed  because  of  the  coal  shortage  after  all, 
it  seems.  When  fuel  supplies  became  acute 
because  of  severe  weather  conditions  which 
hampered  delivery  and  caused  increased  con- 
sumption, there  was  a chorus  of  warnings 
that  theatres  here  and  possibly  elsewhere 
would  have  to  close  “at  least  two  days  week- 
ly.” Mayor  R.  H.  Saunders  of  Toronto  added 
his  promise  of  action  to  those  from  the  fed- 
eral fuel  controller  and  President  E.  R. 
Lockyer  of  the  Toronto  Rail  Coal  Importers 
Exchange. 

A speedy  checkup,  however,  showed  a con- 
siderable supply  on  hand  of  coal  of  the  type 
used  by  theatres  and  other  commercial  es- 
tablishments which  is  not  suitable  for  house- 
hold purposes.  Mayor  Saunders  reversed  his 
stand  within  24  hours. 

The  office  of  the  federal  fuel  controller  did 
issue  an  edict,  however,  restricting  the  quan- 
tity of  coal  to  be  delivered  on  any  one  order 
in  order  to  balance  out  the  available  stocks 
for  the  remainder  of  the  winter  season. 

Toronto  Council  Approves 
Police  Midnighter  Ban 

TORONTO — Placing  by  the  board  of  po- 
lice commissioners  of  a permanent  ban  on 
midnight  shows,  except  on  Christmas  and 
New  Year’s  Eves,  was  endorsed  by  the  city 
council,  24  to  5.  The  move  was  immediately 
commended  by  the  Toronto  east  presbytery 
of  the  United  Church  and  also  by  the  Min- 
isterial Ass’n  of  the  United  Church  at  Lon- 
don, Ont.,  which  asked  the  civic  authorities 
in  that  municipality  to  adopt  a similar 
ruling. 

Meanwhile  a group  of  exhibitors  retained 
Joseph  Sedgwick  legal  counsel  in  Toronto  to 
enter  opposition  to  the  ban  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  been  adopted  without  a hear- 
ing of  theatre  owners.  It  was  found  that  the 
provincial  government  has  no  jurisdiction  in 
the  matter  because  the  enforcement  of  such 
legislation  is  within  the  scope  of  munici- 
palities. 

NFB  TreatecTWell  in  WPB 
16mm  Stock  Allocations 

OTTAWA — The  National  Film  Board  is  re- 
ported to  have  secured  a quota  of  10,000,000 
feet  of  16mm  film  stock  from  the  U.S.  for 
the  current  year  in  the  allocations  of  the 
War  Production  Board  at  Washington.  Cana- 
dian government  officials  have  not  comment- 
ed on  the  report,  but  the  feeling  in  trade 
circles  is  that  the  quantity  is  considerable 
in  view  of  the  short  supply  for  all  com- 
panies. 


No  Mention  of  Tax 

TORONTO — The  1945  session  of  the  On- 
tario legislature  opened  February  15  here 
without  mention  in  the  inaugural  speech  by 
Lieut. -Gov.  Albert  Matthews  of  any  pro- 
posal for  the  revival  of  the  ten  per  cent 
amusement  tax  for  places  of  amusement. 
It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  tax  meas- 
ure will  be  brought  down  when  the  budget 
is  presented  by  Leslie  M.  Frost,  provincial 
treasurer.  The  amusement  tax  would  be  op- 
posed by  the  Liberal  Party  and  the  Coopera- 
tive Commonwealth  Federation  members  who 
form  the  opposition. 


Olga  Sharabura  Named 

TORONTO — Olga  Sharabura,  assistant  to 
A1  Hartshorn,  manager  of  the  Algoma  at 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Capitol,  Sudbury, 
Ont.,  by  District  Manager  Jack  Arthur  of 
Famous  Players.  Stan  Andrews  recently  was 
appointed  to  Sudbury. 


Calgary  Very  Choosy 
On  Its  Stage  Shows 

CALGARY — Announcement  that  Calgary 
was  again  going  to  see  roadshows  of  Broad- 
way hits  caused  a flutter  among  theatre- 
goers here  after  a lapse  of  over  a decade 
since  touring  companies  had  taken  in  the 
prairie  cities. 

So  advance  sale  was  heavy  when  ZaSu 
Pitts  in  “Ramshackle  Inn,”  then  “Naughty 
Marietta,”  reached  here.  ZaSu  was  liked 
but  the  play  and  direction  were  disappoint- 
ing. The  musical  that  followed  was  frankly 
lousy  in  every  department.  It  played  to 
packed  houses  at  $3  top  with  30  per  cent 
taxes  added.  So  when  the  excellent  “Kiss 
and  Tell”  followed,  empty  seats  greeted  the 
company,  although  the  show  built  up  after 
critics’  reviews. 

The  result  is  a tough  road  for  any  road- 
shows coming.  The  San  Carlo  opera  coming 
already  has  a bigger  advance  sale  than  ever 
but  stage  comedies  and  dramas  are  due  for 
a sour  advance  reception.  With  no  war  plants 
or  munitions  pay  rolls  here  citizens  have  no 
easy  money  to  throw  away  and  shop  for 
their  amusements  today.  Sports,  motion  pic- 
tures, shows  . . . they  must  be  good. 

Many  at  Farewell  Party 
For  McManus,  Ottawa 

MONTREAL — Steven  McManus,  retiring 
manager  of  the  Elgin  Theatre  here,  was  the 
guest  of  honor  at  a stag  party  in  the  home 
of  Hyman  Berlin,  Laurier  Ave.  East.  Ar- 
ranged by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
eastern  division  of  the  Motion  Picture  The- 
atres Ass’n  of  Ontario,  the  party  drew  a large 
attendance  of  Ottawa  and  district  mana- 
gers. In  acknowledgment  of  the  honor  paid 
him  and  the  presentation  of  several  appro- 
priate gifts,  McManus  declared  the  friend- 
ship and  goodwill  prevailing  among  mem- 
bers of  the  Motion  Picture  Theatres  Ass’n 
were  important  factors  in  making  his  two 
years’  resident  in  Ottawa  both  interesting 
and  happy  ones. 

McManus  left  here  for  his  home  town  of 
Sarnia,  Ont.,  where  he  will  spend  a short 
vacation  with  Mrs.  McManus  before  taking 
over  his  new  duties  as  manager  of  the 
Metawas  Hotel  at  Kingsville,  Ont. 


Spitfires  and  Corvettes 
Still  Tail  ASN  League 

MONTREAL — The  Spitfires  and  Corvettes 
made  a desperate  bid  to  get  out  of  cellar 
positions  in  the  Associated  Screen  News  Duck 
Pin  Bowling  League.  Art  Baxter’s  Corvettes 
and  Jimmie  Blackburn’s  Spitfires  each  took 
three  games,  but  still  lacked  enough  points 
to  get  out  of  the  basement.  Baxter’s  high 
single,  159,  for  the  evening  was  a little  short 
of  the  season  record,  and  his  high  three,  417, 
established  a new  mark  for  the  season.  Mar- 
garet Graham  rolled  104  for  ladies’  high  sin- 
gle and  Edith  Blakey  rolled  269  for  high 
three,  both  well  below  season’s  record. 


FPC  Men  Promote  Blood 

HALIFAX — “Blood  Donors  Keep  Your  Ap- 
pointments— The  Soldiers  Keep  Theirs”  is 
the  slogan  used  by  four  Famous  Players 
executives  here  in  their  self-imposed  cam- 
paign to  provide  blood  for  the  overseas  fight- 
ing men.  The  executives  are  Marty  Simpson, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Capitol;  Henry  De- 
veau  and  Ralph  Young,  of  the  Capitol  staff, 
and  Reb  Pitts,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Orpheus.  The  four  are  among  the  most  con- 
sistent blood  donors  of  Halifax  and  with  a 
regular  quota  of  400cc. 

They  usually  go  together  for  the  blood 
giving. 
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Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


SOOTHING  THE  LINE — “Hollywood  Canteen,”  now  in  its  fourth  week,  Fred 
Trebilcock,  manager  of  Shea’s,  ace  Famous  Players’  house  in  Toronto,  used  this 
smart  idea  which  accomplished  the  double  result  of  producing  good  bally  and 
keeping  orderly  lineup.  Note:  The  unusual  musical  instrument  is  a bass  guitar. 

Major  Buildup  on  Short 
Pays  Off  in  Coal  Crisis 


Ideal  Radio  Setup 
Used  for  "WAVES" 

KANSAS  CITY— Ideal  radio  coverage,  ex- 
cellent window  displays,  special  newspaper 
advertising  and,  of  course,  full  cooperation 
from  local  naval  officers  characterized  the 
campaign  carried  out  by  Jerry  Zigmond, 
manager  of  the  Newman  here,  and  Jim 
Castle,  Paramount  district  advertising  rep- 
resentative, for  “Here  Come  the  WAVES.” 

The  theme  behind  most  of  the  activity  was 
“Salute  to  the  WAVES”  in  newspaper  ads, 
on  the  air,  in  store  windows  and  on  stage. 

Free  Institutional  Spots 

The  radio  promotion  worked  out  with 
KCKN  started  well  in  advance  and  con- 
tinued right  up  to  opening  night.  The  station 
broadcast  a series  of  free  institutional  spot 
announcements  plugging  the  film,  and  a 
one-half  hour  program  proclaimed  as  a salute 
from  the  men  of  the  navy  to  the  women  on 
the  afternoon  of  opening  day,  this  program 
featuring  the  orchestra  from  the  nearby 
Olathe  naval  base  and  interviews  with  a 
group  of  naval  women  on  the  type  of  work 
they  do.  With  each  introduction  of  a WAVE, 
the  announcer  used  the  phrase,  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES.”  The  orchestra  played  tunes 
from  the  films. 

The  KCKN  promotion  also  included  four 
remote  control  broadcasts  from  the  New- 
man. On  Monday,  before  the  Wednesday 
opening,  there  was  an  interview  with  Zig- 
mond giving  a preview  of  the  film.  On  Tues- 
day Claude  Lee,  Paramount  chief  of  public 
relations,  was  interviewed  on  forthcoming 
product,  with  emphasis,  of  course,  on  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES.” 

Interviews  in  Lobby 

Wednesday,  opening  night,  patrons,  par- 
ticularly naval  wives  and  naval  mothers, 
were  interviewed  in  the  Newman  lobby. 
Thursday  R.  C.  LiBeau,  Paramount  district 
manager;  Arthur  Cole,  local  exchange  pub- 
lications director,  and  R.  Copeland,  local 
manager,  were  interviewed  on  the  local  angle 
of  Paramount’s  services  to  the  community 
through  the  medium  of  motion  pictures,  spe- 
cifically such  ones  as  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES.” 

A brief  ceremony  was  presented  on  the 
stage  on  opening  night.  It  opened  with  the 
introduction  of  ten  WAVES  from  the  local 
office  by  Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  F.  Carey,  naval 
procurement  office  executive  here.  Then  he 
called  Dorothy  Worrell,  the  first  Kansas  City 
girl  to  enlist,  to  the  microphone,  after  which 
he  read  a telegram  of  congratulations  sent 
to  Miss  Worrell  from  Bing  Crosby,  Betty 
Hutton  and  Sonny  Tufts.  Carey  then  intro- 
duced the  president  of  the  Kansas  City  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  who  awarded  a scroll  in 
behalf  of  the  chamber  to  Miss  Worrell. 


Palace,  Cincinnati,  Poll 

CINCINNATI — An  audience  poll  on  “To- 
morrow the  World,”  the  Palace  attraction 
during  a recent  week  drew  excellent  re- 
sponse. Opinions  were  written  in  the  lobby. 
The  first  prize,  a $25  war  bond,  was  awarded 
to  Patron  Albert  Stoepel.  Five  dollars  and 
$10  awards  in  war  stamps  also  were  given. 


It  Was  a Bright  Idea 
While  It  Lasted , Anyway 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa — In  a number  of 
towns  in  this  area  theatre  operators 
came  up  with  what  they  thought  was  a 
good  idea  to  save  a little  of  their  mar- 
quee glamour  under  the  new  brownout. 

But  in  Council  Bluffs  their  idea  was 
short-lived.  Last  week  Fire  Chief  Waldo 
Merril  barred  the  use  of  lanterns  here, 
saying  “they  are  a fire  hazard.” 

Exhibitors  had  been  using  old-fash- 
ioned lanterns  and  burning  candles  in- 
side them. 


Des  Moines  Theatre  Calls 
For  Lightning  Bugs 

DES  MOINES — Eddie  Forester,  manager  of 
the  Des  Moines  Theatre  here,  inserted  the 
following  ad  in  the  classified  section  of  the 
Des  Moines  Tribune  last  week: 

WANTED — Ten  million  lightning  bugs. 

Cash  on  delivery.  Des  Moines  Theatre, 

Eddie  later  was  the  nonplussed  recipient 
of  two  responses  to  the  ad.  One,  in  the  form 
of  a phone  call,  asked  how  much  he  was  pre- 
pared to  pay.  The  other  was  from  two  boys, 
apparently  brothers,  residing  in  Leighton, 
Iowa.  The  lads  asked  for  more  details,  and 
informed  Eddie  in  their  letter  they  could 
promise  delivery  next  summer! 

(P.  S. — The  ad  obviously  had  something  to 
do  with  the  brownout). 


CLEVELAND — There  is  no  rule  in  the 
show  business  that  restricts  exploitation  to 
the  main  attraction.  It  isn’t  always  the  fea- 
ture that  draws  in  those  extra  patrons.  Some- 
times the  promotion  can  be  concentrated  on 
a small,  or  secondary  part  of  the  program, 
and  achieve  the  most  profitable  results. 

For  example,  William  L.  Heiss,  manager  of 
the  Palace  here,  with  signal  alertness  re- 
cently took  advantage  of  current  events  and 
engineered  one  of  his  most  successful  cam- 
paigns on  a two-reeler. 

The  Palace  regularly  runs  big  pictures  with 
equally  big  stage  attractions,  but  Heiss  a 
few  days  ago  put  on  an  extensive  flash  cam- 
paign for  one  of  the  This  Is  America  shorts 
called  “Power  Unlimited,”  cashing  in  on  the 
general  public  interest  in  coal,  that  resulted 
from  its  recent  scarcity,  necessitating  the 
closing  of  all  places  of  amusement,  schools 
and  department  stores  here  for  one  day. 

Heiss  made  a tieup  with  all  of  the  leading 
coal  dealers  and  with  the  Standard  Oil  Co. 
of  Ohio.  The  chief  item  of  the  campaign 
was  a display  in  the  theatre  lobby  and  in 
the  lobbies  of  biggest  hotels.  Display  cases 
furnished  by  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  contained 
2,000  items,  all  made  from  coal  by-products. 

Such  nationwide  coal  dealers  as  the  M.  A. 
Hanna  Co.,  the  Cleveland  Cliffs  Iron  Works, 
the  Retail  Coal  Dealers  of  Cuyahoga  County 
and  others  distributed  bulletins  in  their 
plants  calling  attention  to  “Power  Unlimited.” 

The  radio  also  played  a part  in  the  Heiss 
campaign.  The  president  of  the  National 
Coal  Ass’n  spoke  on  Sid  Andorn’s  6 p.  m. 
program  in  the  interest  of  coal  in  general 
and  of  “Power  Unlimited”  in  particular. 
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Cutouts  and  Yellow  for  a Brownout  Front,  Other  Displays 


SHOWS  UP  IN  BROWNOUT— RKO 
set  out  to  find  something  that  would 
show  up  in  the  new  brownout.  The 
backgrounds  are  a bright  yellow.  Cut- 
outs were  used  freely  to  catch  all  shad- 
ows. It  was  striking  by  day  and  could 
also  be  seen  at  night  with  streetlight 
reflections  which  were  caught  by  edges 
of  the  drawings  and  letters. 


UNUSUAL  LOBBY  PIECE— This  lobby 
piece  on  “Frenchman’s  Creek”  was  used 
at  the  Paramount  Theatre,  Hollywood. 
It  was  made  by  Manager  Willis  Kinnear. 
The  background  is  red  velvet,  the  cutouts 
are  plastic. 


HOW  TO  START  A LINE 
— Dishes  used  to  be  pretty 
good  drawing  cards  for  mati- 
nees; now  it’s  cigarets.  Man- 
ager Howard  Cohn  of  the 
Midwood  Theatre,  Brooklyn, 
put  up  the  sign  shown  here, 
and  then  went  to  work  mak- 
ing out  bonds.  One  package  of 
cigarets  was  given  to  purchas- 
ers of  $25  bonds;  two  for  a 
$50  bond;  full  carton  for  $1,- 
000. 


MAGAZINE  TIE  IN 
USED — Using  a tiein 
with  Glamour  maga- 
zine, H.  G.  Boesel,  man- 
ager of  the  Palace,  Mil- 
waukee, promoted  win- 
dow space  in  the  Bos- 
ton store  on  “Tonight” 
as  seen  at  right.  The 
“Beau  Catchers” 
(Glamour  magazine) 
display  created  consid- 
siderable  interest  from 
window  shoppers.  Note 
the  boxoffice  sketched 
on  the  background. 


DIGNIFIED  DISPLAY — Lloyd  Gurr,  manager  of  the  Century  Theatre,  Ham- 
ilton, Ont.,  put  the  entire  emphasis  of  his  display  on  the  blood  donor  campaign, 
using  the  title  of  the  20th-Fox  film  on  only  one  streamer. 
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Omaha  Theatre  Aids  WMC  Effort 


Brownout  Cheesecake 
Tickles  Editor's  Fancy 

Kenneth  Mead,  manager  of  the  Main  The- 
atre at  Pueblo,  Colo.,  is  a showman  who 
knows  a newspaper  editor,  for  all  his  pro- 
fessed cynicism,  still  goes  for  “cheesecake” 
art  when  it’s  handed  to  him  correctly. 

Like  many  another  showman,  when  the 
brownout  hit  his  theatre  Mead  resorted  to 
lanterns  both  as  an  attention  getter  and  to 
shed  a measure  of  illumination  in  front  of 
his  theatre. 

However,  unlike  many  a showman,  Mead 
didn’t  merely  borrow  or  buy  a few  lanterns 
and  hang  them  on  his  marquee.  Instead, 
he  put  an  extremely  comely  girl  on  a ladder 
and  got  a picture  of  her  stretching  high  to 
hang  the  lanterns. 

Result — “cheesecake”  art  in  the  slickest 
Steve  Hannegan  tradition. 

Further  result — The  Pueblo  Star- Journal 
carried  the  two-column  picture  on  page  two. 

Army  Cooperation  Helps 
Beat  Paper  Shortage 

LOS  ANGELES  — Restricted  newspaper 
space  in  the  local  newspapers  was  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  cooperation  from  the 
army  air  force  during  the  southern  Cali- 
fornia campaign  for  “Winged  Victory.” 

Army  A boards  as  weU  as  oil  company  one- 
sheet  boards  carried  copy  heralding  the  en- 
gagement at  Grauman’s  Chinese,  Loew’s  State 
and  Uptown.  Gen.  H.  H.  Arnold,  chief  of 
the  army  air  force,  witnessed  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  “Winged  Victory”  trophy  at 
Randolph-March  Field. 

A special  display  of  equipment  by  the  army 
air  force  was  on  display  in  the  lobby  of 
the  Chinese  Theatre.  “Miss  Winged  Vic- 
tory,” chosen  from  among  workers  at  the 
aircraft  industries  in  this  area,  was  crowned 
at  the  army  air  force  redistribution  center 
in  Santa  Monica. 

The  cost  of  the  exploitation  campaign  was 
kept  within  bounds  so  that  as  much  money 
as  possible  could  be  paid  to  the  army  relief 
fund  which  is  receiving  all  profits  above 
production  and  distribution  expenses. 

"Bell"  Sheet  Has  Selection 
of  Ads  From  the  Field 

Supplement  Press  Sheet  No.  2 has  been 
prepared  in  the  office  of  A1  Finestone  for 
the  regular-price  showing  of  “For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls.”  It  contains  a selection  of  vari- 
ously-sized ads  prepared  by  a committee  of 
circuit  and  independent  theatre  managers 
including: 

Howard  Pettengill,  Florida  State  Theatres,  Jacksonville. 

Charles  Winchell,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  Minneapolis. 

Harry  Browning,  Mullin  & Pinanski  Theatres,  Boston. 

Dale  McFarland,  Tri-States  Theatres,  Des  Moines. 

Frank  Stare,  Interstate  circuit,  Dallas. 

Jerry  Zigmond,  Newman,  Kansas  City. 

Paul  Snoddy,  Denham,  Denver. 

Ray  Hendry.  Fox  Intermountain,  Denver. 

N.  L.  Plessner,  Fanchon  & Marco,  St.  Louis. 

William  Jenkins  and  Boy  Avey,  Lucas  & Jenkins,  Atlanta. 

Eugene  Street,  R.  B.  Wllby  Theatres,  Atlanta. 

Leroy  Furman,  Monarch  Theatres. 

Pittsburgh  House  Holds 
A Bond  Treasure  Hunt 

PITTSBURGH — The  Stanley  Theatre  ar- 
ranged a treasure  hunt  as  part  of  the  radio 
promotion  for  the  engagement  of  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  production  of  “The  Princess  and 
the  Pirate.”  War  bonds  totaling  $300  were 
offered  as  prizes. 

Clues  to  the  treasure  were  broadcast 
each  night  for  ten  successive  nights  prior  to 
the  opening.  In  addition,  94  announcements 
were  spotted  over  a 16 -day  period  publicizing 
the  hunt. 


OMAHA — War  Manpower  Commission  of- 
ficials and  the  Omaha  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce conducted  a week’s  campaign  aimed 
at  slicing  to  a minimum  the  so-called  45,000 
man-days  lost  per  month  in  the  Omaha  area 
due  to  absenteeism  and  job  changing.  It 
was  timed  with  the  showing  of  the  picture, 
“Winged  Victory,”  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre. 

The  program  included  a big  parade  of 
military  equipment  floats  from  war  plants  in 
the  area.  The  WMC  had  an  airplane  dis- 
play in  the  Orpheum  lobby  and  other  equip- 
ment displayed  in  retail  stores  throughout  the 


Birthday  Cake  Is  a Prize 
In  FPC  Guessing  Event 

ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. — Given  the  most  promi- 
nent spot  in  a show  window  at  the  Capitol 
here  recently  was  a big  birthday  cake  pre- 
pared in  celebration  of  the  25th  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  Famous  Players  cir- 
cuit, owner  of  the  Capitol.  Announcements 
on  sign  cards  and  in  newspaper  ads  related 
the  cake  would  be  given  to  the  patron  who 
submitted  the  nearest  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  admissions  sold  at  the  Capitol  during 
the  past  quarter  century.  One  week  was  al- 
lowed for  receiving  the  estimates  from  pa- 
trons. To  stimulate  local  interest  in  the 
anniversary  celebration,  news  shots  on  events 
of  local  importance  that  had  been  taken  in 
the  last  25  years  were  taken  out  of  a vault 
and  rescreened.  At  each  bill  change,  a dif- 
ferent lineup  of  old  films  was  offered. 


Nobody  Guesses  Solution 

WORCESTER,  CONN.  — Manager  Alec 
Davis  of  the  Warner  staged  a good  stunt  in 
his  campaign  on  “The  Woman  in  the  Win- 
dow.” For  a preview  of  the  picture,  he  in- 
vited members  of  the  city  police,  sheriff’s 
office  and  bar  association,  and  when  the 
film  was  five  minutes  from  the  end,  he 
stopped  the  machine  and  dared  the  audience 
to  guess  the  ending.  When  the  picture  was 
resumed,  it  turned  out  that  nobody  had 
guessed  correctly. 


city.  Manager  Ted  Emerson  also  allowed  the 
WMC  to  set  up  a recruiting  booth  in  the 
lobby. 

Tying  in  with  the  campaign  and  carrying 
the  brunt  of  the  publicity  were  the  Seventh 
service  command,  WMC,  the  chamber,  the 
Glenn  L.  Martin-Nebraska  Co.,  and  nearby 
army  air  fields. 

WMC  Director  William  Parkinson  ex- 
plained that  “Winged  Victory”  is  the  story 
of  the  development  of  manpower  to  fly  the 
planes  and  that  the  job  of  gaining  labor  to 
produce  the  planes  and  ammunition  on  the 
home  front  has  been  no  less  important. 


'Experiment  Perilous' 
Contest  Big  Success 

DENVER— A novel  three-way  exploitation 
stunt  between  the  Denver  Post,  Radio  Sta- 
tion KLZ  and  the  RKO  Orpheum,  arranged 
by  Manager  Mark  Ailing,  resulted  in  a smash 
opening  for  “Experiment  Perilous”  at  the 
Denver  house.  In  cooperation  with  RKO  ex- 
ploiteer  T.  Bidwell  McCormick,  Ailing  tied 
in  with  the  newspaper  and  the  local  station 
for  a novel  contest  to  find  the  man  or  woman 
in  that  locale  who  had  been  a party  to  the 
most  perilous  experiment. 

From  the  opening  announcement  in  the 
Denver  Post  to  the  contest’s  close  more  than 
a week  later,  newspaper  readers  and  listen- 
ers-in  on  the  powerful  Columbia  station 
manifested  intense  interest.  Entries  came 
from  far  and  wide,  many  of  them  having 
possibilities  as  contenders  for  the  campaign’s 
climax — the  dramatization  and  re-enactment 
of  the  experience  over  KLZ  by  that  sta- 
tion’s staff  of  players.  Winners  received 
war  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $175  as  prizes. 

Ailing  purposely  kept  the  contest  going 
until  after  the  opening  of  the  picture  to 
give  patrons  an  opportunity  to  see  “Experi- 
ment Perilous”  before  submitting  their  en- 
tries, if  they  so  desired. 


Picks  Up  Warren  Wilson's  Option 

Universal  has  picked  up  its  option  on 
Warren  Wilson. 


NEW  USES  FOR  WINDOW  CARDS — Len  Herbert  of  the  Centre  Theatre, 
London,  Ont.,  sends  in  the  snapshots  reproduced  above  illustrating  new  uses  for 
window  cards.  At  left  he  has  stapled  three  together  to  make  a marquee  hanger. 
Holes  for  suspending  strings  are  reinforced.  Photo  at  right  is  a “snowbird”  made 
up  from  two  windowcards  back  to  back  on  a frame  made  from  regular  laths  obtain- 
able at  any  lumber  yard.  He  stuck  a number  of  these  around  town. 
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Topnolch  Campaign 
For  Richmond  Date 

RICHMOND,  VA. — “Winged  Victory”  was 
given  what  is  probably  the  best  campaign 
ever  put  behind  any  picture  in  the  history 
of  Richmond  theatricals.  It  started  four 
weeks  ahead  of  the  opening  date  at  the  Byrd 
and  State. 

A list  of  all  Richmond  manufacturers  and 
business  men  were  secured  from  the  Rich- 
mond Chamber  of  Commerce  and  personal 
letters  were  sent  out  inviting  heads  of  those 
firms  to  a special  screening  at  the  Byrd.  In 
addition  to  showing,  there  was  an  official 
presentation  of  an  Air  Medal  to  Mrs.  Everett 
G.  Walker,  whose  husband  is  a prisoner  in 


Germany.  This  secured  a special  story  and 
two-column  cut  in  the  Times  Dispatch. 

Full  Poster  Showing 

Special  trailers  were  made  for  showing  in 
all  nine  Neighborhood  theatres  and  a full 
showing  of  24  sheets  was  posted.  The  posters 
stayed  up  through  the  run  of  the  film.  Ban- 
ners were  made  and  placed  on  15  Coca-Cola 
trucks.  Permission  was  secured  from  the 
city  to  string  a large  banner  across  Broad 
St.  at  the  busiest  comer.  The  banner  was 
paid  for  by  a local  merchant. 

All  three  radio  stations  gave  the  picture 
at  least  five  free  spot  announcements  daily, 
using  transcriptions.  News  commentators 
also  gave  it  wide  mention. 

All  music  stores  used  window  displays  of 
banners  and  stills,  and  750  silk  screen  cards 
were  used  in  all  streetcars  and  buses  and 
posted  on  bulletin  boards  in  all  large  manu- 
facturing plants. 

Lieut.  Jeanette  C.  Wolber,  a Wac,  from 
the  air  base,  reproduced  the  costume  which 
was  worn  by  “Carmen  Miranda”  in  a bur- 
lesque skit,  and  it  was  put  in  one  of  the  nine 
windows  which  Miller  & Rhoads  devoted  to 
the  picture.  See  photo  on  this  page. 

Overseas  Caps  Distributed 

Overseas  caps  with  “Winged  Victory”  in- 
signia were  distributed  to  newsboys.  Miller 
& Rhoads  gave  the  picture  two  full-page  ads 
and  Thalhimers  gave  it  one. 

On  opening  day  the  air  base  led  a parade 
down  Grace  St.  Maj.  James  C.  Anthony, 
Richmond  safety  director,  was  marshal  of 
the  parade,  which  included  a band  from 
Camp  Lee,  a company  of  Wacs,  the  John 
Marshall  cadet  band,  Boy  Scouts,  Red  Cross, 
army  trucks,  the  Thomas  Jefferson  High 
School  band  and  cadets. 

The  campaign  was  handled  by  Maj.  Wal- 
lace G.  Anderson,  and  Sgt.  William  Alls- 
brook  of  the  Richmond  air  base  and  Stewart 
Tucker  of  Neighborhood  Theatres. 


Fred  Lee  Grets  a Break 
On  Champ  Cyclists 

WILKES-BARRE,  PA. — When  three  ace 
bicycle  riders;  namely  Larry  Lawson,  world 
champion;  Edward  Littig,  six-day  cham- 
pion, and  Guy  De  Bates,  Belgian  champion, 
made  personal  appearances  at  the  Penn  re- 
cently. Manager  Fred  Lee  won  the  favor 
of  the  local  sports  enthusiasts. 

An  interesting  campaign  was  followed 
through  by  Lee  when  he  had  Jimmy  Mc- 
Carthy, sports  announcer  of  WBRE,  inter- 
view the  three  champions  over  the  airways. 

Tom  Mayock,  sports  editor  of  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Record,  devoted  his  entire  column, 
“Sports  Chatter,”  to  the  cyclists  during  their 
stay. 


Denver  "Placid"  Campaign 
On  an  Elaborate  Scale 

DENVER — Newspaper  and  radio  coverage, 
music  store  tiein  promotion  and  an  elabo- 
rate front  featured  the  campaign  on  the 
opening  of  “Lake  Placid  Serenade”  at  the 
Paramount.  Ralph  J.  Batschelet,  manager, 
handled  the  details. 

One  department  store  gave  an  entire  win- 
dow to  copy  and  still  with  a large  cutout 
on  the  “nine  comedy  stars”  and  Ray  Noble 
and  his  orchestra. 

Special  municipal  permission  was  obtained 
for  announcements  over  the  public  address 
systems  at  Evergreen  in  the  mountains  and 
on  the  park  lakes.  Reproductions  of  the 
press  book  cover  were  used  freely  in  win- 
dows. Sports  stores  cooperated  on  displays 
of  Vera  Hruba  Ralston  skating. 

By  using  pine  boughs,  the  lobby  display 
reproduced  a Lake  Placid  atmosphere.  Forty 
spot  announcements  were  used  on  KMYR  and 
KOA. 

Valentine  V-Mail  Stunt 
Helps  "Lonely  Heart" 

NEW  YORK — H.  Spencer  Bregoff,  mana- 
ger of  Fabian’s  Palace  Theatre,  Staten  Island, 
devised  a Valentine  greeting  as  the  feature 
of  his  campaign  on  RKO’s  “None  But  the 
Lonely  Heart,”  which  opened  at  the  house  on 
Valentine’s  Day. 

In  cooperation  with  the  local  postal  au- 
thorities, Bregoff  distributed  special  V-Mail 
Valentine  greetings  reading  “From  one  lone- 
ly heart  to  another  lonely  heart.”  The  post- 
office  cooperated  further  by  planting  a mail- 
box with  a red  heart  carrying  appropriate 
tiein  copy  on  one  of  the  busiest  corners  of 
the  shopping  district. 


Benson  of  Bowie  Gets 
Steady  Paper  Breaks 

Frank  Benson,  partner  in  and  operator 
of  the  Bowie-Majestic  Theatre  in  Bowie, 
Tex.,  is  a good  example  of  an  exhibitor 
who  knows  how  to  use  a newspaper  and  get 
results. 

In  a recent  copy  of  the  Bowie  News,  there 
was  a theatre  calendar  for  the  week,  printed 
in  regular  eight  point  type,  and  obviously 
carried  gratis  by  the  paper. 

A news  story  on  page  one  stated  that  the 
largest  March  of  Dimes  collections  came 
through  the  efforts  of  Benson  and  his  the- 
atre, in  which  $128.75  was  realized. 

In  another  issue  was  a special  editorial 
on  “Second  Monday.”  In  one  paragraph  it 
said,  “So  come  to  Bowie,  Second  Monday — 
bring  the  whole  family  and  stay  all  day.  When 
you  get  tired  shopping  visit  the  Bowie- 
Majestic  and  enjoy  a good  show.  Frank 
Benson  always  looks  long  in  advance  and 
gets  a good  show  bill  for  your  entertainment 
and  edification,  a program  the  whole  fam- 
ily will  enjoy.” 

On  page  four  Benson  had  a two-column 
ad  on  the  week’s  program. 


A "Triple-Play"  Reception 
For  "Guest"  Star  in  Hub 

BOSTON — Marie  McDonald,  dubbed  by 
her  publicity  agent  as  “The  Body,”  spent  a 
busy  three  days  here  in  connection  with  the 
opening  of  her  film,  “Guest  in  the  House,” 
at  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  theatres  and 
obtained  considerable  art  and  copy  in  the 
local  papers. 

The  main  event  was  a “triple-play”  re- 
ception at  the  railroad  station  in  which  she 
received  considerable  jostling  but  was  warm- 
ly welcome  by  groups  of  army,  navy  and 
marine  men  in  succession.  The  stunt  was 
arranged  by  Phil  Engel,  UA  publicist,  and 
Joe  DiPesa  and  Joe  Longo  of  Loew’s  Theatres. 

“The  Body”  later  met  Governor  Tobin, 
appeared  at  a naval  hospital,  the  USO  Can- 
teen, the  Buddies  Club,  broadcast  over  two 
networks  and  was  interviewed  by  newspaper 
reporters  at  a cocktail  party  at  the  Copley 
Plaza  Hotel. 

A Soviet  Feature  Film 
Is  Smash  in  Canada 

TORONTO — “Rainbow,”  a Soviet  Artkino 
feature  released  in  Canada  by  Esquire  Films, 
has  been  recording  real  success  in  early  en- 
gagements in  eastern  Canada.  According  to 
available  statistics  here,  the  picture  played 
to  22,000  patrons  in  one  week  as  a roadshow 
in  His  Majesty’s,  Montreal,  and  ran  four 
days  subsequently  at  the  same  theatre  fol- 
lowing a break  for  prior  commitments. 

The  picture  broke  several  house  records 
in  its  opening  at  the  Savoy,  Hamilton,  and 
was  held  for  a second  week.  After  a spe- 
cial prerelease  run  at  Eaton’s  Auditorium 
here  at  special  prices,  “Rainbow”  was  shown 
at  the  Victory. 

The  great  interest  in  Russian  war  progress 
has  undoubtedly  resulted  in  the  enthusiasm 
for  Soviet  films. 

Stanley  Lobby  Pictures 
Make  Unusual  Display 

NEW  YORK— The  Stanley  Theatre  pre- 
sented an  unusual  photographic  lobby  dis- 
play for  the  engagement  of  “Moscow  Skies.” 
Actual  scenes  depicting  the  defense  of  Mos- 
cow in  1941  were  arranged  to  coincide  with 
the  scenes  in  the  picture.  A particular  series 
of  clips  illustrating  the  “ramming”  tech- 
nique, which  proved  so  effective  in  Russian 
aerial  warfare,  was  the  subject  of  much  in- 
terested comment  among  the  patrons. 
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SHORTS  REVIEWS 


Opinions  on  iho  Current  Short  Subjetts 


Community  Sing  No.  4 

Col  (Series  9)  9 Mins. 

Fair.  Organist  Dick  Leibert,  accompanied 
by  the  Vocalaires,  gives  with  some  fairly 
catchy  melodies.  They  are:  "Alabamy  Bound," 
"She  Broke  My  Heart  in  Three  Places,"  "It 
Had  to  Be  You,"  "Hot  Time  in  the  Town  of 
Berlin"  and  "Dance  With  the  Dolly." 

Community  Sing  No.  5 

Col  (Series  9)  11  Mins. 

Average.  Don  Baker  and  the  Vocalaires 
give  pleasant  musical  background  to  a well- 
chosen  selection  of  songs.  They  are:  "Magic 
Is  the  Moonlight,"  "Tico,  Tico,"  "A  Kiss  to 
Remember,"  "The  La  La  Song"  and  "We're 
on  Our  Way,"  a rousing  war  number,  then 
undoes  its  good  work  by  illustrating  the  songs 
with  banal  cartoons. 

Kings  of  the  Fairway 

Col  (Sport  Reel)  10  Mins. 

Average.  Golfdom's  two  top  money  winners, 
Jug  McSpaden  and  Byron  Wilson,  combine 
their  talents  to  show  motion  picture  audiences 
some  of  the  game's  finer  points.  Of  interest 
to  golfers,  particularly  dubs  desirous  of  im- 
proving their  form. 

Birthday  Party 

Para  (Little  Lulu)  71/2  Mins. 

Good.  The  familiar  goings-on  of  Lulu  are 
once  more  presented  for  patron  approval. 
This  time,  Lulu  has  a pet  frog  that  is  a source 
of  great  consternation  to  Mandy,  the  colored 
maid.  For  a while  it  appears  that  Lulu  will 
not  get  a birthday  party  and  a luscious  cake, 
but  in  the  end  she  is  well  satisfied. 

Out  Fishing 

Para  (Grantland  Rice  Sportlight)  9J/2  Mins. 

Swell.  A natural  for  outdoor  lovers,  partic- 
ularly the  anglers  who  spend  their  happiest 
hours  with  rod  and  reel  in  quiet  mountain 
streams,  matching  skill  and  wits  with  scrappy 
fish.  And  watching  the  guide  prepare  the 
catch,  one  can  almost  sniff  the  aroma  of  fry- 
ing fish  and  boiling  coffee.  A fine  reel  for 
all  audiences. 

Yankee  Doodle  Donkey 

Para  Noveltoon  8 Mins. 

Appealing.  Spunky's  winsome  personality 
should  win  him  legions  of  admirers.  In  this 
reel,  Technicolor  and  sound  are  judiciously 
used  to  narrate  the  attempt  of  Spunky  to 
join  the  WAGS.  Complications  ensue  when 
the  outfit  is  ordered  to  count  off  and  the 
tough  bulldog  sergeant  gets  suspicious  of 
Spunky's  un-canine-like  bray.  Given  away 
by  his  long  ears,  he's  thrown  out  on  one  of 
them,  but  returns  to  save  the  dog  regiment 
from  annihilation  by  the  Flea  Army.  Amus- 
ing gags  and  clever  trick  photography 
abound. 

Five  Star  Bowlers 

RKO  (Pathe  Sportscope)  8 Mins. 

Very  good.  This  is  always  a good  subject 
for  there  are  countless  followers  of  this  popu- 
lar indoor  sport,  particularly  during  the  win- 
ter months.  The  alley-wise  audience  will  mar- 
vel at  the  effortless  ease  and  unerring  ac- 
curacy of  the  five  experts  in  the  short.  Even 
to  the  uninitiated  the  short  will  bring  full 
entertainment,  for  the  skill  of  the  performers 
can  be  easily  grasped  by  the  most  clumsy 
novice. 


Power  Unlimited 

RKO  (This  Is  America)  17  Mins. 

Very  good.  Some  exhibitors  may  run  this 
one  exclusively  for  themselves  these  days,  for 
it  treats  with  coal,  and  in  many  sections  of 
the  country  it  is  the  only  place  where  coal 
will  be  found.  Apart  from  the  scarcity  of  the 
precious  mineral,  the  short  is  a quality  job, 
well  up  to  the  high  standard  of  the  series. 
The  short  treats  with  the  transformation  of 
coal  into  products  that  have  brought  a fuller 
life  to  the  world.  Of  particular  interest  are 
the  by-products,  some  of  which  include  drugs, 
dyes,  cosmetics,  perfumes,  plastics  and  nylon. 

Land  of  10,000  Lakes 

20th-Fox  (Movietone  Adventure)  8 Mins. 

Very  good.  The  wonders  of  the  state  of 
Minnesota  make  for  ideal  short  subject  ma- 
terial, and  they  have  been  strikingly  photo- 
graphed in  Technicolor.  Subject  matter 
ranges  from  the  countless  beautiful  lakes  that 
dot  the  countryside  and  make  the  state  a 
sportsmen's  paradise  to  the  Mesabi  iron 
range,  where  the  iron  ore  is  dug  out  of  the 
vast  pit  by  mammoth  steam  shovels.  A good 
job  in  all  phases  of  short  subject  making. 

Mighty  Mouse  and  the 
Pirates 

20th-Fox  (Terry-Toons)  7 Mins. 

Amusing.  The  pirate  leader  with  romantic 
inclinations  toward  an  attractive  little  mouse 
gets  a bit  of  a surprise  when  Superman's 
prototype  in  the  rodent  world.  Mighty  Mouse, 
starts  taking  the  joint  apart  in  approved  style. 
Quickly  put  to  rout,  the  pirate  band  and  the 
much  bedraggled  leader  take  the  pledge  to 
leave  women  alone  in  the  future. 

Chew  Chew  Baby 

Univ  (Walt  Lantz  Cartune)  7 Mins. 

Very  good.  Forcibly  evicted  as  a nonpaying 
guest  by  Wally  Walrus,  boarding  house  pro- 
prietor, Woody  Woodpecker  finds  refuge  in  a 
discarded  newspaper  ad  inserted  by  Wally. 
Object,  matrimony.  Masquerading  as  a siren, 
Woody  visits  Wally,  greatly  impressing  him. 
However,  Woody's  disguise  is  soon  discovered, 
and  he  is  evicted  again.  "All's  well  that  ends 
well."  This  ended  well! 

Your  National  Gallery 

Univ  (Variety  View)  10  Mins. 

Very  good.  A depiction  of  the  National  Art 
Gallery,  Washington,  D.  C.,  this  featurette 
reveals  the  priceless  paintings  of  Gains- 
borough, Van  Dyke,  Raphael  and  other  great 
artists.  One  of  Washington's  most  beautiful 
buildings,  built  by  Andrew  Mellon  and  other 
well-known  collectors,  it  is  the  art  shrine  of 
students  and  professionals  the  world  over. 

Draftee  Daily 

WB  (Merrie  Melodies)  7 Mins. 

Riotous.  The  eccentric  and  irrepressible 
Daffy  is  becoming  a cartoon  character  of 
importance.  His  reputation  as  a popular 
favorite  will  be  enhanced  with  the  appear- 
ance of  this  short,  full  of  ingenious  ideas  and 
riotous  situations.  Daffy  gets  "the  letter" 
from  the  little  man  on  the  draft  board,  and 
the  fun  begins.  Without  wishing  to  impugn 
Daffy's  patriotism,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  he 
is  not  happy  over  Uncle  Sam's  "greetings." 
Daffy  zooms  all  over  the  place,  trying  to 
avoid  the  call,  but  despite  his  acrobatics  and 


IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Movietone  News.  No.  48:  Again  Chinese  masses 
clog  roads  in  weary  retreat;  Ledo  Road  opened, 
speeds  supplies  for  China;  Filipinos  trained  as 
guerillas  aid  U.S.  liberators;  war  dogs  released  by 
army  go  back  to  civilian  life;  sports;  basketball — 
Madison  Square  Garden;  pocket  billiards,  Chicago; 
wedding  of  Maj.  Dick  Bong. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  246:  New  Stilwell  road 
opened  by  Yanks;  Chinese  in  mass  exodus  as  laps 
capture  U.S.  bases;  Nazi-free  French  civilians  from 
St.  Nazaire;  Filipino  guerillas  sign  up  to  fight  for 
Uncle  Sam;  wedding  for  Major  Bong;  cue  magic 
cheers  wounded;  news  from  canine  front;  thanks  to 
moviegoers  from  March  of  Dimes. 

Paramount  News.  No.  49:  First  pictures  Burma 
Road  miracle;  Dewey  speaks  for  Republicans;  Pri- 
vate "Flick,"  his  war  is  over;  Philippines,  drive  be- 
yond Manila. 

Pathe  News,  No.  51:  Convoy  on  Ledo  Road  to 
China;  Dewey  at  Lincoln  Day  dinner;  civilians  freed 
from  St.  Nazaire;  Major  Bong  takes  bride;  canine 
veterans  train  for  return  home. 

Universal  News,  No.  372:  Life  line  to  China  re- 
opened; Chinese  flee  Jap  terror;  Dewey  wants  active 
peace  role  for  U.S.;  St.  Nazaire  civilians  evacuated; 
honorable  discharge;  Notre  Dame  cagers  beat  N.Y.U. 
• 

Movietone  News,  No.  49:  Big  Three  conference  in 
Crimea;  work  of  Nazi  beast;  Pope  Pius  received 
Polish  officers  in  private  audience;  champions  of 
dogdom;  saga  of  wandering  Chinese  boy  who  found 
home. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  247:  First  films  Big  Three 
meeting;  no  war  criminal  must  escape;  Pope  blesses 
fighting  Poles;  dog  of  the  year;  true  story  of  waif. 

Paramount  News,  No.  50:  It  happened  in  China — 
GI  Wong  draftee;  horror  in  Poland;  first  pictures 
Big  Three  conference. 

jPathe  News,  No.  52:  Big  Three  conference. 

Universal  News,  No.  373:  ' Conference  of  Big  Three; 
Poland  will  never  forget;  scores  die  in  tornado;  dog- 
dom's  classic;  national  Scout  week;  Chinese  Tiger 
Joe  joins  up. 

• 

All-American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  122:  Freedom  Day 
celebrated  in  Washington;  Dr.  Woodson,  founder  of 
negro  history  week,  tells  achievements;  Jeri  Smith 
plays  in  Carnegie  Hall;  15,000,000th  service  man  re- 
ceived in  Chicago  Center;  how  to  file  income  tax 
return  explained;  with  African  troops  in  Burma 
jungles. 


his  energy,  the  little  man  is  always  there. 
The  short  is  a rich  treat  for  all  patrons. 

Glamor  in  Sports 

WB  (Sports  Parade)  10  Mins. 

Very  good.  Excellent  Technicolor  photog- 
raphy combined  with  the  attractive  student 
body  of  Rollins  College  in  Florida  as  they  go 
through  their  paces  in  the  athletic  part  of 
their  curriculum  makes  for  an  interesting  reel. 
Shown  are  the  activities  of  the  girls  as  they 
swim,  play  golf,  tennis  and  volley  ball;  go 
canoeing  and  horseback  riding,  and  do  inter- 
pretive dancing.  The  entire  reel  is  easy  on 
the  eye,  and  well  done. 

The  Odor-Able  Kitty 

WB  (Merrie  Melodies)  7 Mins. 

Very  good.  Animators  and  story  men  com- 
bined to  produce  a highly  amusing  cartoon 
idea,  and  it  has  been  happily  developed  into 
a satisfying  and  laugh-provoking  short.  The 
alley  cat,  tired  of  being  tormented  by  every- 
one in  the  neighborhood,  paints  a malodor- 
ous skunk's  stripe  down  his  back,  and 
saunters  out,  causing  consternation  every- 
where. Complications  arrive  in  the  person 
of  a genuine  skunk  with  amorous  inclina- 
tions. The  dialog  is  hilarious,  and  the  en- 
tire reel  is  a top-notch  effort. 

The  Stupid  Cupid 

WB  (Merrie  Melodies)  7 Mins. 

Very  good.  Daffy  Duck  is  a cartoon  charac- 
ter who  is  gaining  stature  with  each  perform- 
ance. Investing  him  with  a completely  ec- 
centric and  irresponsible  nature,  the  anima- 
tors have  created  a figure  capable  of  provid- 
ing hearty  chuckles  for  all  patrons.  Here 
Daffy  tries  very  hard  to  avoid  the  love  arrows 
of  Cupid,  having  learned  from  matrimonial 
experience  that  love  is  not  all  it's  cracked 
up  to  be.  Cupid  is  an  accurate  marksman, 
however,  and  Daffy  succumbs  to  his  shafts, 
in  a riot  of  comedy. 
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PRODUCTl  MDEX 


looking  Ahead  at  Forthcoming  Pictures 
Now  in  the  Find  Production  Stages 


Columbia 

Ten  Cents  a Dance 

CAST:  Jane  Frazee,  Jimmy  Lloyd,  Joan  Woodbury,  John 
Calvert,  Robert  Scott,  George  McKay,  Billy  Nelson.  PRO- 
DUCER: Michel  Kraike.  DIRECTOR:  Will  Jason.  ORIGINAL: 
Not  set.  SCREENPLAY:  Not  set. 

Jimmy  Lloyd  and  Robert  Scott,  privates  on 
a 30-how  pass,  are  intent  upon  spending 
Scott's  money  on  a farewell  spree.  They  go 
to  a dime-a-dance  emporium  where  Jimmy, 
attracted  to  Jane  Frazee,  a singer,  plays  the 
role  of  a millionaire's  son  with  Scott's  money. 
The  other  girls  are  trying  to  raise  $500  for  one 
of  their  members,  who  needs  an  operation. 
For  this  purpose,  the  proprietor  arranges  a 
boxing  match.  Jane  bets  Jimmy’s  money  on 
the  outcome  and  loses  it.  Jimmy  then  ac- 
cepts an  invitation  to  a card  game,  unaware 
that  he  is  being  taken  for  a sucker.  While 
this  is  going  on,  Jane,  who  knows  the  game 
is  crooked,  starts  a riot  which  brings  the  po- 
lice while  Lloyd  is  still  a winner.  He  escapes 
in  the  excitement,  and  gives  Jane  his  win- 
nings for  the  girl's  operation. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Her  Highness  and  the  Bellboy 

CAST:  Hedy  Lamarr,  Robert  Walker,  June  Allyson,  Rags 
Ragland,  Warner  Anderson,  Agnes  Moorehead.  PRODUCER: 
Joe  Pasternak.  DIRECTOR:  Richard  Thorpe.  ORIGINAL:  No 
credits  set.  SCREENPLAY:  Richard  Connell  and  Gladys 
Lehman. 

A fcriry  story  in  the  modern  manner,  this 
takes  place  in  New  York  in  1938  when  Hedy 
Lamarr,  princess  of  a mythical  European  king- 
dom, visits  the  city  hoping  she  will  meet  her 
childhood  sweetheart,  Warner  Anderson.  At 
her  hotel,  Bellboy  Robert  Walker  mistakes  her 
for  a maid  and  almost  loses  his  job.  Hedy 
saves  the  day  by  asking  that  he  be  assigned 
to  her  as  her  personal  attendant.  From 
Walker,  Hedy  learns  that  Warner  is  now  a 
newspaper  man,  and  arranges  a reunion. 
Warner,  although  he  loves  her,  plays  hard 
to  get.  Meanwhile  Bob,  who  is  adored  by 
an  invalid,  June  Allyson,  mistakes  Hedy's 
actions  as  love  for  him  and  for  a while 
imagines  he  reciprocates.  Prepared  to  "jilt" 
the  princess  for  June,  he  finds  Hedy  has  wed 
Warner.  June  recovers  and  both  couples 
"live  happily  ever  after." 

Monogram 

Stranger  From  Santa  Fe 

CAST:  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Raymond  Hatton,  Beatrice 
Gray,  Jo  Ann  Curtis,  Jimmie  Martin,  Jack  Ingram,  John 
Merton.  PRODUCER:  Scott  R.  Dunlap.  DIRECTOR:  Lambert 
Hillyer.  ORIGINAL:  Not  set.  SCREENPLAY:  Jess  Bowers. 

While  on  his  way  to  deal  with  cattle 
rustlers  who  are  ruining  the  Earley  ranch, 
Johnny  Mack  Brown,  U.S.  marshal  incognito, 
is  forced  by  masked  John  Merton  to  hold  up 
a stage.  Beatrice  Gray,  daughter  of  the  dead 
owner,  turns  the  ranch  over  to  Brown  despite 
the  protest  of  Jack  Ingram,  secret  head  of 
the  thieves,  who  is  trying  to  get  control  of 
the  ranch  and  marry  her.  Hatton,  Brown's 
partner,  arrives  at  the  ranch  in  time  to  save 
the  latter's  life  during  a fight  with  the  rustlers. 
Merton,  erstwhile  foreman,  is  killed  by  Jimmie 
Martin,  who  loves  Beatrice.  Identified  as  the 
highway  robber.  Brown  is  thrown  into  jail 
with  Jimmy;  both  escape  later.  Brown  and 
Hatton  get  evidence  against  the  gang,  and 
during  the  cleanup,  stop  the  marriage  of 
Beatrice  to  Ingram.  Jimmie  later  marries  her, 
himself. 

Paramount 

Good  Intentions 

CAST:  Eddie  Bracken,  Veronica  Lake,  Stanley  Ridges,  Al- 
bert Dekker,  Lyle  Latill,  Edmond  MacDonald,  Willie  Best. 


PRODUCER:  Paul  Jones.  DIRECTOR:  George  Marshall. 
ORIGINAL:  No  credits  set.  SCREENPLAY:  Walter  De  Leon 
and  Earl  Baldwin. 

Eddie  Bracken,  young  banking  heir,  suffer- 
ing from  kleptomania,  bumps  into  Veronica 
Lake  and  steals  her  compact.  The  compact 
contains  the  combination  to  a safe  in  which 
lies  a $5,000,000  necklace,  which  a robber 
gang,  with  whom  Veronica  has  accidentally 
become  involved,  plans  to  steal.  After  this 
job,  they  have  promised  Veronica  her  free- 
dom. The  police  catch  her  with  Bracken, 
whom  she  thinks  is  a crook  after  the  safe 
combination.  Forced  to  explain  what  she  is 
doing  in  town,  she  says  she  is  there  to  wed 
Bracken.  He  seizes  on  the  idea  because 
medics  have  advised  him  a romance  may 
cure  his  kleptomania.  Learning  of  Veronica's 
implication  with  the  robbers,  Bracken  steals 
the  necklace  to  keep  her  out  of  trouble.  He 
returns  it  to  its  owners,  and  together  he  and 
Veronica  trap  the  crooks. 

Republic 

Road  to  Alcatraz 

CAST : Robert  Lowery,  June  Storey,  Grant  Withers,  Clar- 
ence Kolb,  Charles  Gordon,  William  Forrest,  Iris  Adrian. 
PRODUCER:  Sidney  Picker.  DIRECTOR:  Nick  Grinde.  ORIG- 
INAL: Francis  K.  Allen.  SCREENPLAY:  Dwight  V.  Bab- 
cock and  Jerry  Sackheim. 

Robert  Lowery,  addicted  to  sleep  walking, 
finds  evidence  that  he  may  have  killed  his 
partner,  William  Forrest,  during  the  night.  A 
fired  revolver  is  in  his  pocket.  Suspicion 
points  heavily  to  Lowery,  although  Charles 
Gordon,  his  fraternity  brother,  and  Clarence 
Kolb  would  also  benefit  in  a business  deal 
by  Forrest's  death.  Using  the  kitchen  dumb- 
waiter, Lowery  escapes  the  police,  and  in  the 
basement  picks  up  what  he  believes  is  his 
dropped  fraternity  pin.  He  goes  to  Gordon's 
apartment  and  while  there,  realizes  that  in 
addition  to  the  pin  in  his  pocket,  he  is  wear- 
ing his  own.  In  a flash,  he  knows  that  his 
fraternity  brother  planted  the  evidence 
against  him!  Cornered,  Gordon  tries  to  kill 
him,  but  Lowery  is  saved  by  police  who  had 
witnessed  the  scene  from  the  fire  escape. 

Tell  It  to  a Star 

CAST:  Alan  Mowbray,  Franklin  Pangborn,  Isabel  Ran- 
dolph, Eddie  Marr,  Lorna  Gray,  Frank  Orth,  Tom  Dugan. 
PRODUCER:  Walter  H.  Goetz.  DIRECTOR:  Frank  McDon- 
ald. ORIGINAL:  Gerald  Drayson  Adams  and  John  Krafft. 
SCREENPLAY:  John  K.  Butler. 

"Colonel"  Alan  Mowbray,  a suave,  old 
gentleman,  living  by  his  wits  and  other 
people's  lack  of  them,  registers  at  a swank 
Florida  hotel,  where  his  niece,  Ruth  Terry, 
works  as  cigaret  girl.  He  persuades  her  to 
quit,  promising  to  get  her  a singing  spot  with 
the  hotel  band.  She  has  an  audition,  but 
when  circumstances  trip  the  old  gentleman 
in  his  plans,  Ruth  goes  back  to  selling 
cigarets,  and  coincidentally  the  band  deserts 
its  leader.  Meantime,  Franklin  Pangborn, 
manager  of  the  hotel  for  Isabel  Randolph, 
resents  Alan's  attentions  to  Isabel.  He  gets 
the  "Colonel"  in  a card  game — and  himself 
in  jail  for  using  a crooked  deck.  Ruth  organ- 
izes an  all-girl  band  just  in  time  for  the 
broadcast,  and  Alan  is  reinstated  in  the  good 
graces  of  Isabel,  who  decides  that  no  one 
could  make  a better  hotel  manager  than  the 
"distinguished  colonel." 

20th  Century-Fox 

The  Bullfighters 

CAST:  Stan  Laurel,  Oliver  Hardy,  Margo  Woode.  Richard 
Lane,  Carol  Andrews,  Diosa  Costello,  Ralph  Sanford.  PRO- 
DUCER: William  Girard.  DIRECTOR:  Mai  St.  Clair.  ORIG- 
INAL SCREENPLAY:  W.  Scott  Darling. 

Laurel  and  Hardy,  two  detectives,  are  in 
Mexico  City  on  an  assignment.  Stan,  playing 
a dual  role,  is  a dead-ringer  of  Don  Se- 


bastian, Spanish  bullfighter,  now  on  his  way 
for  an  engagement,  and  having  trouble  with 
his  visa.  Richard  Lane,  his  manager  who 
knows  that  Ralph  Sanford,  sports  promoter, 
would  like  to  find  Laurel  to  even  an  old 
grudge,  uses  this  knowledge  to  "persuade" 
Stan  to  sub  for  Don  Sebastian  until  he  ar- 
rives. When  word  is  received  that  Sebastian 
cannot  come  Laurel  is  thoroughly  scared,  but 
prefers  facing  a bull  to  Sanford.  On  the  day 
of  the  fight,  Sebastian  (Laurel)  arrives  in  the 
nick  of  time.  All  goes  well  until  Stan  enters 
the  ring  where  Sebastian  is  and  Sanford 
realizes  that  one  of  them  is  the  man  he  is 
looking  for.  They  start  to  run,  but  Sanford 
runs  a little  faster. 

Universal 

Invitation  to  Death 

CAST:  Basil  Rathbone,  Nigel  Bruce,  Henry  Daniell,  Mat- 
thew Boulton,  Hillary  Brooke,  Paul  Cavanagh,  Sally  Shep- 
herd. PRODUCER-DIRECTOR:  Roy  William  Neill.  ORIG- 
INAL: Not  set.  SCREENPLAY:  Not  seL 

London  is  shocked  by  a series  of  "finger 
murders."  In  each  case  the  victim  is  a young 
woman  whose  right  thumb  has  been  severed. 
Basil  Rathbone  (Sherlock  Holmes)  and  Nigel 
Bruce  (Dr.  Watson)  are  called  in,  and  after 
another  murder,  Rathbone  guesses  the  motive 
— blackmail.  Hillary  Brooke  heads  the  ring 
and  operates  with  a notorious  criminal  (Henry 
Daniell)  by  hypnotizing  wealthy  persons, 
planting  a finger  on  them,  then  persuading 
them  that  they  have  committed  murder.  When 
Basil  is  lured  to  her  apartment,  Hillary  puts 
him  through  the  same  routine.  Instructed 
to  walk  over  the  edge  of  the  roof,  he  pre- 
tends to  be  mesmerized  and  poises  on  the 
parapet.  Bruce  and  a Scotland  Yard  man 
burst  into  the  room  and  nab  the  gang.  Daniell 
attempts  escape  but  falls  to  his  death  in  the 
street. 

Senorita  From  the  West 

CAST:  Allan  Jones,  Bonita  Granville,  Jess  Barker,  Oscar 
O'Shea,  George  Cleveland,  Renny  McEvoy,  Fuzzy  Knight. 
PRODUCER:  Phil  Cahn.  DIRECTOR:  Frank  Strayer.  ORIG- 
INAL: No  credits  set.  SCREENPLAY:  No  credits  set. 

Bonita  Granville,  orphan  with  singing  aspi- 
rations, keeps  house  for  her  three  adoring 
godfathers,  operators  of  a desert  gold  mine. 
Although  they  have  struck  it  rich,  they  de- 
cline to  tell  Bonita  for  fear  she  will  be  vic- 
timized by  fortune  hunters.  Bonita  runs  away 
to  New  York  bent  on  a theatrical  career. 
There  she  meets  and  falls  for  Jess  Barker, 
idol  of  the  airwaves,  whose  singing  is  ghosted 
by  Allan  Jones.  Meanwhile,  the  shy  Allan 
takes  up  a torch  for  Bonita.  Bonita's  "uncles" 
come  to  New  York,  but  still  conceal  their 
wealth  from  her.  Jess  learns  of  the  money, 
however,  and  starts  to  woo  the  susceptible 
lass.  Allan,  given  courage  by  his  love,  warns 
her  uncles.  Further,  he  reveals  to  everyone 
that  he  is  the  voice  for  Barker.  With  the 
elderly  trio,  he  rescues  Bonita  from  Barker 
just  before  they  say  "I  do." 

Warner  Bros. 

San  Antonio 

CAST:  Errol  Flynn,  Alexis  Smith,  S.  Z.  “Cuddles''  Sakall, 
Victor  Francen.  Florence  Bates,  John  Litel,  Paul  Kelly. 
PRODUCER:  Robert  Buckner.  DIRECTOR:  David  Butler. 
ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Alan  LeMay  and  W.  R.  Burnett. 

In  1877  Errol  Flynn,  cowman,  and  believer 
in  the  great  Texas  southwest,  is  in  Mexico 
planning  his  campaign  against  the  bands  of 
outlaws  that  are  waging  war  on  the  ranchers. 
With  some  loyal  Mexicans,  he  runs  the  gaunt- 
let of  Paul  Kelly's  gunmen  back  to  San  An- 
tonio. There  he  organizes  a group  of  other 
cowmen  and  puts  his  plans  into  operation. 
Alexis  Smith,  actress,  whom  he  had  met  en 
route,  invites  him  to  visit  her  at  the  theatre. 
He  is  ambushed  on  the  way  and  a tally  book, 
showing  evidence  of  Kelly's  guilt,  is  stolen 
from  him.  The  next  night  a fracas  between 
the  two  groups  takes  place  in  the  theatre. 
Paul  escapes,  and  Flynn  pursues  him  through 
the  ruins  of  the  Alamo.  Final  battle  takes 
place  on  a high  bridge  and  both  men  fall 
into  the  river.  Errol  emerges  victorious — and 
gets  the  girl. 
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Opinions  on  Corrent  Productions,  and 
ixploitips  for  Soiling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


God  Is  My  Co-Pilot 


Drama 


The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray  A 


Drama 


M-G-M  ( ) 


110  Minutes 


Rel. 


Oscar  Wilde's  daring  story  of  the  wealthy  Londoner  who 
remains  young  while  his  portrait  grows  old  has  been  trans- 


Warner Bros.  ( ) 88  Minutes  Rel.  

From  Col.  Robert  L.  Scott's  book  of  the  same  name,  one  of 
the  first  and  most  widely  read  autobiographies  of  World  War 
II  here  has  been  made  into  an  interest-commanding  picture 
which  rates  high  among  the  season's  crop  of  war  films.  There 
are  moments  of  high  excitement  and  suspense,  while  at 
times  the  feature  is  almost  documentary  in  character,  fur- 
nishing a stirring  and  enlightening  insight  of  the  operations 
of  the  Flying  Tigers  and  later  the  AAF  in  China.  The  se- 
quences devoted  to  air  combat  are  among  the  best  ever 
photographed.  Other  assets  are  sincere  performances  and 
lavish  production.  The  script  adheres  closely  to  the  original, 
with  the  injection  of  a few  additional  dramatic  situations. 
The  fact  there  is  little  of  romance  and  comedy  to  alleviate  the 
stern  subject  may  prove  a stumbling  block  where  audiences 
demand  a lighter  fare.  Directed  by  Robert  Florey. 

Dennis  Morgan,  Dane  Clark,  Raymond  Massey,  Alan  Hale, 
Andrea  King,  John  Ridgely,  Stanley  Ridges. 


Salty  O'Rourke  F 

Paramount  (4418)  100  Minutes  Rel.  

While  wartime  exigencies  have  deprived  devotees  of  the 
so-called  sport  of  kings  of  their  favorite  pastime,  the  screen 
herein  proves  it  can  offer  a very  good  substitute.  It  is  a 
thoroughbred  racing  picture  from  starting  gate  to  finish  line. 
Plenty  of  suspense,  color,  action  and  a whirlwind  climax. 
That  should  furnish  an  entertainment  bonus  for  the  cus- 
tomers who  fancy  such  fare.  And  for  the  femme  trade  there 
is  Alan  Ladd  at  the  head  of  an  excellent  cast.  As  a gun- 
toting  tough  guy  he  delivers  his  outstanding  performance 
to  date,  further  testimony  to  his  versatility.  Ladd  portrays 
a racehorse  owner  who  runs  afoul  of  the  underworld  through 
a mistake  made  by  his  partner.  How  he  squares  accounts 
and  redeems  himself  furnishes  the  plot.  The  story  is  gripping 
and  the  expert  direction  of  Raoul  Walsh  drains  it  for  the 
last  drop  of  entertainment. 


lated  into  an  exceptionally  good  film.  While  much  of  the 
Wildean  wit  has  been  recaptured,  the  film  goes  in  a bit 
heavily  on  the  horror  side  and  is  a trifle  too  conversational. 
De  luxe  and  class  houses  will  be  able,  however,  to  capitalize 
on  the  booking  despite  its  lack  of  name  values.  Hurd  Hat- 
field gives  a brilliant  performance  in  the  title  role,  sending 
shivers  up  and  down  the  spine.  The  off-stage  voice  is  used 
effectively  in  revealing  Dorian  Gray's  malevolent  thoughts. 
Technicolor  inserts  of  the  portrait,  figuring  so  importantly  in 
the  story,  enhance  the  film's  beauty.  Albert  Lewin's  capable 
direction  and  screenplay  add  immeasurably  to  the  result. 
George  Sanders,  Hurd  Hatfield,  Donna  Reed,  Angela  Lans- 
bury,  Peter  Lawford,  Lowell  Gilmore,  Richard  Fraser. 


High  Powered 

F 

Drama 

Paramount  (4419) 

60  Minutes 

Rel.  — 

Continuing  to  use  as  their  material  the  loves  and  ad- 
ventures of  men  who  live  and  work  dangerously,  Producers 
Bill  Pine  and  Bill  Thomas  have  made  another  in  their  series 
of  action  dramas,  the  sterling  worth  of  which  is  widely  known. 
This  time  their  heroes  and  villains  are  construction  men  em- 
ployed on  the  erection  of  a gasoline  cracking  plant  to  manu- 
facture high  octane  aviation  gas.  Such  background  and 
timely  theme  afford  ample  opportunity  for  P&T  advan- 
tageously to  employ  the  expert  technique  that  has  manifested 
itself  in  their  previous  efforts.  The  results  are  rugged,  riot- 
ous at  times  and  rapidly-paced — just  the  kind  of  red- 
blooded  fare  that  action  fans  like  to  find  on  the  under 
side  of  dualers.  Story  centers  around  a rigger  who  suffers 
hypsophobia  after  a fall  and  then  heroically  redeems  him- 
self. Ably  directed  by  William  Berke. 


Alan  Ladd,  Gail  Russell,  Stanley  Clements,  William  Demarest, 
Spring  Byington,  Bruce  Cabot,  Rex  Williams. 


The  Unseen 


F 


Murder 

Mystery 


Paramount  (4417)  80  Minutes  Rel. 


Robert  Lowery,  Phyllis  Brooks,  Mary  Treen,  Joe  Sawyer,  Roger 
Pryor,  Ralph  Sanford,  Billy  Nelson. 


A Song  for  Miss  Julie 

Republic  (411)  69  Minutes 


F 


Comedy 
With  Music 


Rel.  Feb.  19,  '45 


Popularity  of  the  three  stars  should  assure  average  patron- 
age in  the  picture's  initial  showings,  but  in  those  situations 
where  business  is  dependent  upon  audience  reaction  and 
favorable  word-of-mouth,  it  may  remain  the  unseen  for  a lot 
of  potential  customers.  Performances  are  up  to  standards 
expected  as  is  Lewis  Allen's  direction.  Both  do  everything 
possible  with  the  story,  in  which  the  picture's  weakness  lies. 
In  an  effort  to  be  unusually  suspenseful  and  subtle,  the  yarn 
succeeds  only  in  being  confused  and  cumbersome.  Plot, 
which  is  no  better  than  is  found  in  ordinary  whodunits,  is 
not  strong  enough  to  carry  the  many  extraneous  situations 
tacked  onto  its  unfolding  and  the  picture  finishes  with  more 
loose  ends  than  a two-bit  haircut.  Outstanding  cliche:  The 
least  suspected  turns  out  to  be  the  murderer,  but  by  that  time 
no  one  will  care  much. 


When  a famous  playwright,  his  wife  and  collaborator  go  to 
New  Orleans  to  get  material  for  a play  based  on  the  exploits 
of  a legendary  character,  reputed  to  have  been  quite  a man 
with  the  ladies,  things  begin  to  happen.  First,  some  of  the 
descendants  forbid  any  aspersions  on  the  family  name.  Then 
another  branch  of  the  family  pops  up,  and  claims  to  have 
hitherto  unrevealed  and  startling  material  for  the  eager  pens 
of  the  harassed  writers.  A scene  featuring  two  of  the  leading 
ballet  stars  of  the  day  is  introduced  at  one  point  in  the  pic- 
ture, and  while  it  is  an  artistic  triumph,  it  has  little  bearing 
on  the  story,  adding  to  the  general  confusion.  The  patchy  plot 
construction  diminishes  the  entertainment  value,  and  fur- 
nishes evidence  that  the  producers  could  not  quite  decide 
where  they  wanted  the  picture  to  go.  William  Rowland 
directed. 


Joel  McCrea,  Gail  Russell,  Herbert  Marshall,  Phyllis  Brooks. 
Isobel  Elsom,  Norman  Lloyd,  Mikhail  Rasumny. 


Flor  Silvestre 


F 


Melodrama 


Clasa-Mohme  ( ) 90  Minutes  Rel. 


Shirley  Ross.  Barton  Hepburn,  Jane  Farrar,  Roger  Clark,  Cheryl 
Walker,  Elisabeth  Risdon,  Alicia  Markova. 


Asi  Se  Quiere  en  Jalisco 

Clasa-Mohme  ( ) 120  Minutes 


F 


Rel. 


Melodrama 
With  Music 


In  this,  her  first  Mexican  picture,  Dolores  del  Rio  demon- 
strates the  same  dramatic  powers  that  made  her  a star  in 
Hollywood  films.  Still  beautiful,  the  story  ingenuously  en- 
ables her  to  appear  first  as  an  old  woman  telling  the  tragic 
story  of  her  youth.  Thus  by  contrast  her  flashback  role  as 
the  young  "wild  flower"  of  aristocratic  Pedro  Armendariz  does 
not  come  so  closely  to  the  audience's  attention.  There  are  no 
English  captions  with  this  film,  so  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  Spanish  dialog  must  follow  the  plot  from  the  action. 
This  can  be  done  fairly  well,  however,  and  while  the  picture 
may  seem  a little  dark,  there  is  a Corot-landscape  quality  to 
some  of  the  scenes  which  is  pleasing  and  different.  Revo- 
lutionary scenes,  a man's  legs  dangling  significantly  at  the 
top  of  the  screen,  and  a firing  squad  are  offset  somewhat 
by  comedians.  Directed  by  Francisco  Dominguez. 


This  picture  has  good  acting,  enjoyable  music  and  the  set- 
tings are  interesting.  The  first  Mexican  picture  in  Techni- 
color, it  must  be  admitted  the  "colores  naturales"  are  not  so 
good  as  those  in  pictures  made  in  Hollywood.  However, 
Jorge  Negrete  has  virile  charm  and  Maria  Elena  Marquez 
has  beauty  as  well  as  both  speaking  and  singing  voice 
quality.  In  addition  to  the  Spanish  dialog,  English  captions 
help  in  following  the  story,  which  is  not  too  original  in  any 
language  but  still  seems  to  have  standard  appeal.  It  is  about 
a poor  girl  who  loves  a dashing  poor  young  man  but  is  de- 
sired by  the  rich  man  of  the  neighborhood.  Her  father,  a 
weak  and  lazy  rogue,  obligates  himself  to  the  "patron"  and 
the  daughter  is  forced  to  work  as  his  housekeeper  to  pay 
off  the  debt.  Her  sweetheart  objects  and  there  is  much  action 
before  the  villain  is  humbled  and  the  couple  united. 


Dolores  del  Rio,  Pedro  Armendariz,  Miguel  Angel  Ferriz,  Mimi 
Derba,  Lucha  Reyes. 


Jorge  Negrete,  Maria  Elena  Marques,  Carlos 
Lopez  Moctezuma. 
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EXPLOITS 


SELLING  ANGLES:  ‘The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray" 

Selling  this  film  should  test  the  exhibitor's  ingenuity. 
The  Oscar  Wilde  novel  upon  which  it  is  based  has  been 
widely  read  since  publication  decades  ago.  Its  greatest  ap- 
peal at  first  blush  would  appear  to  be  with  the  bookish,  sug- 
gesting library  and  bookstore  tieups.  On  the  other  hand  there 
is  a definite  appeal  inherent  in  the  story  to  horror  fans.  Each 
of  these  selling  angles  should  be  stressed  in  the  appropriate 
type  of  house. 

CATCHLINES: 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES: 


“God  Is  My  Co-Pilot" 


Conduct  a letter-writing  contest  for  local  aspiring  pilots: 
"Why  I Want  to  Fly."  Winner  gets  two  free  flying  lessons  at 
nearest  airfield.  Fete  the  pilots  of  nearby  air  corps  camp 
and  tieup  with  local  eatery  to  host  them  before  or  after  they 
attend  your  theatre.  Decorate  lobby  with  Flying  Tiger  and 
American  air  corps  insignia  and  borrow  a model  B17  for 
display.  Tie  up  with  local  newspaper  to  publish  pictures  and 
story  depicting  great  advance  in  aviation  since  World  War 
I.  Get  book  stores  to  spot  Colonel  Scott's  best  seller  along 
with  stills  from  film. 


Can  a Person  Attain  Immortality  by  Expressing  a Wish  to 
an  Egyptian  Goddess?  ...  A Daring  Theme  Based  on  Oscar 
Wilde's  Sensational  Novel  of  a Hush-Hush  Subject! 

"If  I Were  to  Remain  Young  and  My  Portrait  Grow  Old" 
. . . And  Dorian  Gray's  Odd  Wish  Comes  True  . . . His  Friends 
Shun  This  Creature  . . . Whose  Friendship  Keeps  a Rendezvous 
With  Death. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “High  Powered" 


CATCHLINES: 

Here  Is  a Story  ...  As  Big  as  the  "Upstairs"  He  Loved  . . . 
As  Thrilling  as  His  Hectic  Hours  of  Combat  . . . Heroic  as  This 
Pilot  Who  Downed  13  Jap  Fighters! 

Out  of  the  Wild  Blue  Yonder  . . . And  Into  Your  Heart  . . . 
Comes  This  Seasoned  Veteran  of  the  Skyways  . . . Who  Was 
"Too  Old"  to  Fight  . . . But  Battled  His  Way  Through  to  Glory 
. . . In  an  Unbeatable  B17! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Salty  O'Rourke" 


Film  title  can  be  used  as  tag  for  tieup  displays  with  men 
and  women's  apparel  shops,  cocktail  bars,  automobile  dis- 
tributors, etc.  In  addition,  invite  construction  workers  on  a 
special  night,  since  the  film  deals  with  that  subject.  Invite 
the  men  to  write  in  dangerous  or  thrilling  experiences  they've 
had  in  their  work.  In  your  lobby  have  display  table  of 
miniature  buildings  and  homes  secured  from  architectural 
school  or  local  builder's  collection.  Use  caption:  "There's 
A HIGH  POWERED  Job  Ahead  for  High  Powered  Workers— 
To  Rebuild  the  World." 

CATCHLINES: 

A Lusty,  Red-Blooded  Drama  . . . Brimming  Over  With 
Realism  and  Ruggedness  . . . Revealing  the  Fears  . . . The 
Fight-for-Life  of  Construction  Riggers  . . . Whose  Lives  Are 
Poured  Into  the  Beauty  of  Skyscrapers  . . . They  Risk  Their 
Necks  to  Build. 

Terrified  of  the  Heights  . . . Where  One  Misstep  Meant 
the  Last  Step  . . . He  Climbed  Aloft  . . . Battling  an  All- 
Consuming  Fear  ...  To  Save  the  Life  of  a Friend. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “A  Song  for  Miss  Julie" 

Sell  the  music  and  dancing  angles  of  the  film  by  making 
tieins  with  radio  stations,  record  shops  and  sheet  music  sales 
outlets.  The  two  ballet  stars  featured  in  the  picture  are  Alicia 
Markova  and  Anton  Dolin,  generally  conceded  to  be  the 
outstanding  artists  in  the  field  of  ballet  today.  Exploit  their 
fame  with  the  ballet  fans  in  your  locality.  The  local  dancing 
school  in  your  community  could  sponsor  a contest,  with  the 
winners  appearing  on  the  stage  of  your  theatre  during  the 
run  of  the  picture.  Cheryl  Walker  and  Shirley  Ross  have 
prominent  parts  in  the  picture,  and  add  name  weight  to  cast. 


Invite  local  "O'Rourkes"  as  your  guests.  Use  horse  racing 
as  theme  for  publicity.  Run  contest  on  sports  page  of  local 
paper  for  public  to  list  famous  horses  and  nationally  known 
race  tracks.  From  florist  promote  a horse  shoe  of  flowers — 
string  up  gay  pennants  in  lobby,  and  over  bond  booth  have 
sign — "Place  Bets  Here  on  the  Winner — UNCLE  SAM."  In- 
vite hot-dog  and  peanut  venders  to  park  in  front  of  your 
theatre;  and  over  p.a.  system  have  employe  plug  film  and 
cast  in  race  track  announcing  fashion. 

CATCHLINES: 

They're  Off!  Place  Your  Bets  on  a Turf-Pounding  Thor- 
oughbred ...  A Wonder  Horse  Who  Won  Races  . . . While 
His  Owner  Won  Hearts  . . . Here  Is  an  Action-Packed  Thriller 
. . . From  the  Starting  Line  ...  To  the  Punch  Line  ...  Of  a 
Walloping  Finish! 

Alan — the  Lad  With  the  Lopsided  Grin  . . . Muscles 
Out  the  Gamblers  and  Touts  ...  So  a Once-Barred  Jockey 
Can  Ride  the  Race  of  His  Life  . . . On  a Horse  That  Runs  to 
Winl 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “The  Unseen" 

Obtain  permission  to  stencil  black  footsteps  on  sidewalk 
near  your  theatre  and  leading  to  it.  Each  imprint  should 
bear  a letter,  spelling  out  film's  title.  Construct  spooky- 
looking  prop  door  with  creaking  hinges  for  your  lobby,  have 
it  flush  against  the  wall  and  behind  it  place  effective  stills 
from  picture.  Caption  on  door  to  read:  "The  Unseen  Can  Be 
Seen  If  You  Dare  to  Open  This  Door."  Promote  use  of  vacant 
store  window;  cover  it  with  black  drapery  leaving  an  open- 
ing just  large  enough  for  the  curious  to  peek  through  to  see 
scenes  and  blurb  about  the  film. 


CATCHLINES: 

A Mirthful  Mixture  of  Melody,  Pictured  in  the  Land  of  Mag- 
nolias and  Southern  Belles  . . . With  Lovely  Music,  Beautiful 
Dancing  and  a Frolicsome  Story  for  Your  Enjoyment! 

She  Nearly  Forgot  Her  Burlesque  Background  . . . And 
Began  to  Do  the  Things  That  Would  Have  Certainly  Put  Her 
in  the  Foreground  . . . Before  She  Remembered  About  That 
Southern  Tradition! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Asi  Se  Quiere  en  Jalisco" 

The  popularity  of  Spanish  classes  these  days  makes  the 
showing  of  pictures  containing  Spanish  dialog  of  interest  to 
many  besides  those  of  Mexican  or  South  American  origin 
who  live  in  the  United  States.  High  schools  should  be  con- 
tacted so  that  the  teachers  of  Spanish  classes  can  tell 
students  the  picture  is  showing.  Women's  clubs  and  such 
organizations  with  Spanish  classes  as  the  YMCA  and  YWCA 
should  also  be  notified.  Where  there  is  a Spanish-speaking 
settlement,  handbills  in  Spanish  should  be  distributed.  Em- 
phasize the  English  captions  for  your  regular  patrons,  and 
the  authentic  Mexican  settings. 


CATCHLINES: 

Once  in  a Lifetime  . . . Comes  a Magnificent  Masterly- 
Made  Mystery  Tale  . . . Building  You  Up  to  the  Heights  of 
Exciting  Expectancy  . . . Never  Letting  You  Relax  Till  Its 
Startling  End  . . . This  It  It! 

A Gloomy,  Boarded-Up  Old  Mansion  . . . Hiding  the 
Perfect  Crime  . . . Until  a Pretty  Governess  and  Her  Two 
Curious  Charges  . . . Delve  Deep  Into  the  Secret  of  a Cob- 
webby Underground  Passage. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “nor  Silvestre" 

The  madonna  quality  of  Dolores  del  Rio's  beauty  is  a 
pleasing  change  from  some  of  the  artificial  beauties  on  the 
screen  today.  In  addition  to  playing  up  this  angle,  advertise 
that  here  is  an  authentic  Mexican  picture,  produced  in  Mexico 
and  with  a Mexican  setting.  Put  on  a “good  neighbor"  cam- 
paign, emphasizing  the  need  for  understanding  the  people  of 
our  neighbor  to  the  south.  Be  sure  to  notify  Spanish  classes, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  schools,  and  distribute  handbills  in 
Spanish  in  the  Mexican  quarters  of  your  town. 

CATCHLINES: 


CATCHLINES: 

How  They  Love  in  Jalisco — Those  Hot-Blooded  Latins  . . . 
See  Romance  Below  the  Border  . . . Music  and  Laughter  and 
Love  in  Mexico  . . . The  Poor  Boy  Gets  the  Poor  Girl  Away 
From  the  Rich  "Patron." 

The  Comic  Cook  Who  Aspired  to  Be  the  Holiday  Queen 
. . . See  How  They  Live  and  Love  in  Jalisco,  Mexico  . . . Hear 
Music  From  South  of  the  Border. 


A Picture  of  Love,  Revolution  and  Great  Courage  . . . Babe 
in  Arms,  She  Faced  the  Firing  Squad  With  Him,  Only  to  Be 
Dragged  Away  . . . The  Love  of  an  Aristocrat  for  a Simple 
Country  Maiden. 

Trying  to  Avenge  the  Death  of  the  Father  Who  Scorned 
His  Bride,  He  Loses  His  Own  Life  . . . What  People  Suffer 
During  a Revolution  . . . Plus  the  Comic  Adventures  of  Two 
Gauchos. 


The  Industry's  Market  Plate  for  Purchase 

o 

or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


CLEHRIDG  HOUSE 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Hates  on  Bequest  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steei 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
lighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 
& SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis  


NEW  35MM  PORTABLE  sound  projectors,  ampli- 
fiers. Immediate  delivery.  Factory  rebuilt  units, 
$390.  STINSON  PROJECTOR  SALES,  521  S.  Lombard 
Ave.,  Oak  Park,  111. 


IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY  HAND  OPERATED  AUTO- 
MATICKET  MACHINES,  three  unit,  $155;  four  unit, 
$185;  five  unit,  $210;  (plus  excise)  Johnson  Coin- 
meters, $110;  Rear  shutters  for  Simplex,  $77.50;  Re- 
winders, $9.95  set;  Pressure  oilers,  $1.19;  Flame- 
proofed  screen  masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone  Wash- 
able soundscreens,  ft.;  Beaded,  39>/2C;  Steel 

core  curtain  cable,  5/16  inch,  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  bearing,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $2b0 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300— PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up — 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each- 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FOR  SALE — 14>/2-inch  all  steel  reels,  steel  hub, 
$1.00;  10-inch  all  steel  reels,  25  cents;  15-inch  ship- 
ping cases,  2 reels,  $3.00;  15-inch  shipping  cases,  1 
reel,  $1.75;  10-inch  shipping  cases,  1 reel,  $1.00; 
McARTHUR  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT,  454  West  Colum- 
bia St.,  Detroit  1,  Mich. 


SERVICING  DATA:  All  equipments,  $3  per  year. 
WESLEY  TROUT,  Engineer,  575,  Enid,  Okla. 


COMPLETE  BOOTH  EQUIPMENT  for  sale.  Price 
reasonable.  P.  S.  STALLINGS,  Bowie,  Texas. 


COMPLETE  EQUIPMENT  FOR  ONE  THEATRE— Two 
6B  Powers  semi-portable  Mazda  lights;  SOS  sound; 
one  new  screen,  10x14  inches;  one  rewinder;  eight 
reels;  two  speakers;  170  good  veneer  seats.  CHARLIE 
GANN,  211-24  St.,  Old  Hickory,  Tenn. 


FOR  SALE — Two  Powers  projectors  (less  motors) 
with  almost  new  Lo  intensity  automatic  Strong 
lamps,  equipped  with  RCA  sound  complete.  Two 
almost  new  Wenzel  projectors  with  Wenzel  sound 
equipment  complete  with  double  control  panel.  Two 
Westinghouse  rectifiers  DC.  One  rheostat  with  slate 
front,  volt  and  ammeter  mounted,  DC  automatic 
rewind  enclosed,  less  motor.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars 
for  the  lot.  One  standard  DeVry  movie  camera  with 
tripod,  $50.  H.  H.  ROBEY,  Spencer,  W.  Va. 


WE  HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  EQUIPMENT  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  QUICK  DELIVERY:  Two  Simplex  projec- 
tors, rear  shutters,  new  double  bearing,  five  point 
pedestal,  complete,  $760.  Two  Simplex  projectors, 
front  shutter,  single  bearing,  three  point  pedestals, 
complete,  $560.  Two  Ashcraft  Lo  lamps,  new  over- 
size reflectors,  meters,  Weaver  Dousers,  foot 
switches,  $225.  Two  Peerless  Lo  lamps,  new  oversize 
reflectors,  $175.  Two  LD  60  rectifiers,  three  phase, 
$189  each.  Six  steel  booth  tables,  new,  47  inches, 
$41.70  each;  60  inches,  $48.90  each.  Two  Goodall 
sound  heads  for  Simplex,  motors,  belts,  motor 
brackets,  amplifier,  $110  for  all.  Two  paid  Powers  6B 
mechanisms,  heavy  duty  gates,  upper  magazines, 
$220  pair.  Four  three-point  bases,  $60  each.  B-2124, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 


COMPLETE  SIMPLEX  BOOTH  OUTFIT  CONSIST- 
ING PROJECTORS,  LAMPHOUSES,  LENS,  SOUND- 
HEADS, MOTORS,  AMPLIFIER,  SPEAKERS  AND 
SOUNDSCREEN.  Rebuilt  and  guaranteed  one  year 
—$1,500.  Why  pay  more?  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


BRENKERT  F2  COMBINATION  SLIDE  EFFECT  MA- 
CHINE, cost  new  $750,  closing  out  $265;  Advance 
popcorn  machine,  $98;  Handsome  candy  machine, 
$98.50;  1.000W  electric  heaters,  $7.95;  Roth  Actodec- 
tor  Suprex  generators,  rebuilt,  $397.50;  Forest  Twin 
65  Copper  Oxide  rectifier,  as  is,  $150;  Heavy  duty 
vacuum  cleaner,  $150;  Low  intensity  arclamps,  $75. 
Ask  for  Spring  Bulletin.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE — My  beautiful  and  most 
completely  equipped  motion  picture  road  show.  Have 
retired.  For  complete  description,  write  R.  J.  CLARK, 
Earleton,  Kas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANT  TO  RENT  theatre  within  100  mile  radius 
Lexington,  Kentucky.  Write  or  phone  A.  H.  Bales, 
Brcoksville,  Ky. 


WILL  BUY,  LEASE  or  run  on  percentage — theatre 
in  small  town  in  eastern  Kansas,  Missouri,  northern 
Arkansas  or  Oklahoma.  Give  all  details  first  letter. 
B-2133,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


HAVE  CASH  FOR  THEATRE  in  Arizona,  Nevada, 
southern  California,  Texas  or  New  Mexico — town 
2,500  up.  Must  be  profitable  and  stand  rigid  in- 
vestigation. Advertiser  is  long  experienced  in  busi- 
ness and  strictly  responsible.  Independent.  Write 
or  wire  full  details  which  will  be  held  in  full  confi- 
dence. Address  B-2128,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt 
Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


600  OPERA  CHAIRS — Brand  new  cast  iron  standards 
for  1-inch  slope  floor;  brand  new  7 /16-inch  veneer 
5-ply  backs;  new  upholstered  squab  seats  uphol- 
stered in  green  plastic  leatherette — all  20-inch  chairs 
— $6.75  per  chair.  F.O.B.  Chicago.  Photo  on  request. 
CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR  MART,  844  So.  Wabash  Ave., 
Chicago  5,  111. 


500  HEYWOOD  WAKEFIELD  INSERTED  PANEL 
HEAVY  BACK,  BOX  SPRING  CUSHION  CHAIRS,  ex- 
cellent condition,  $5.95;  200  Irwin  inserted  panel 
heavy  back,  squab  cushion  chairs,  excellent  as  is, 
$4.75;  565  American  chairs,  recently  reupholstered, 
rewar  quality  leatherette  seven  ply  panel  backs, 
ox  spring  cushions,  $7.50;  700  American  veneer 

chairs  three  ply  backs  and  seats,  reconditioned, 
$4.50;  Aislelites,  $2.97;  50-inch  good  quality  light- 
weight leatherette,  100  yard  rolls,  $1.25;  cut  lengths, 
$1,371/2  yd.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 


16MM  & 35MM  SOUND  PORTABLES.  ALSO  WHAT 
HAVE  YOU?  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID,  B-213S,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 


AKELEY  SINGLE  SYSTEM  NEWSREEL  SOUND  re- 
cording camera,  modernized  WE  type;  filtered  fly- 
wheel; new  variable  intensity  galvanometer;  port- 
able amplifier;  two  1,000  ft.  magazines;  40/50/75mm 
Astro  f2.3  lenses  with  matched  finder  lenses;  fric- 
tion head  tripod;  12V  motor;  power  supply;  RCA 
50A  microphone;  all  new  cases  and  cables,  original 
cost  $10,000,  with  added  new  equipment  represents 
$13,000,  value  special  at  $6,995;  Duplex  35/16  re- 
duction printer,  $2,250.  Send  for  list  of  recording  and 
laboratory  equipment.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


FOR  SALE — Two  Theatre  type  35mm  DeVry  projec- 
tors, amplifier  and  speaker.  Late  model,  in  qood 
condition.  ELLIOTT  FILM  CO.,  1110  Nicollet  Ave., 
Minneapolis  2,  Minn. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


AMPLIFIER  TUBES,  CEILING  PRICES':  EXCITER 
lamps,  photocells,  optical  systems,  prewar  service. 
RCA  30  WATT  PA  ARMY  surplus  amplifiers,  $95; 
Presto  two  speed  disc  recording  outfit,  $325;  Sound- 
man's complete  testing  outfits,  just  released,  $28.40. 
S.O.S.  CNEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


HELP  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  lor  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  for  the 
right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 

MOTION  PICTURE  MACHINE  MECHANIC.  Modern 
shop  on  west  coast,  plenty  of  work,  congenial  sur- 
roundings, union  conditions.  Must  be  good  all  around 
man.  Reply  in  confidence,  B-2136,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

EXPERT  PROJECTIONIST  WANTED:  This  is  an  un- 
usual opportunity  as  to  both  pay  and  working  con- 
ditions. In  good  big  town  in  Texas.  Could  also 
use  a man  who  can  operate  and  act  as  assistant 
manager.  Give  references  and  family  status,  no 
drifters.  Drawer  A,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood, 
Dallas  1,  Texas. 


THEATRE  MANAGER:  Opportunity  for  right  man. 
State  age,  experience,  references  and  salary  re- 
quired. Send  photo  or  snapshot.  THE  DUNELAKE 
CORP.,  Michigan  City,  Ind. 

MANAGERS  WANTED — Experienced.  References 
necessary.  Good  opportunity  with  well  known  cir- 
cuit. Write  RAY  SCHREIBER  CIRCUIT,  2615  Wood- 
ward, Detroit  1,  Mich. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


THEATRE  MANAGER — Fully  experienced  stage  and 
pictures.  Best  references.  Will  lease.  Washington, 
Oregon.  B-2130,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd., 
Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

FOR  HEALTH,  projectionist  would  like  Ohio  south- 
west employment.  BOXOFFICE — 45,  1701  Blvd.  Allies, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

RESPONSIBLE,  RELIABLE  COUPLE.  25  years  ex- 
perience. Projectionist,  maintenance,  cashier,  as- 
sistant manager.  Now  have  charge  theatre.  Two 
weeks’  notice.  References.  B-2137,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


YOUNG  LADY  FILM  EXCHANGE  EXECUTIVE  de- 
sires to  make  change.  Over  six  years  experience  in 
film  industry.  B-2138,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt 
Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS— ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  If  you  want  the  very  best 
seasoning  for  wet  poppers,  we  have  all  you  can 
use.  Immediate  shipment.  KARMELKORN  EQUIP- 
MENT,  120  S.  Hoisted,  Chicago  6,  111. 

POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors.  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS, 1116  South  Michiaan.  Chicaao  5,  111. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING — Bags — Boxes — Salt — oop- 
corn  machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

FOR  SALE — Popcorn — large  yellow,  $11.00  cwt.  J. 
OGELVIE,  Box  427,  219  Fourth  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cul,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  quanties,  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza.  New  York  City. 

STAR  PHOTOS — 3 1/2  x5  J/2  inches.  Real  high-class 
photos  of  any  movie  star,  $25  per  1,000.  Patrons  will 
rave  about  them.  Remit  with  order.  Free  samples. 
BRAM  STUDIO,  306  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City  18, 
N.Y. 


CONFECTIONS 

CANDIES,  NUTS  and  BARS,  5 and  10  cent  items; 
288  count;  5 cases  to  order.  South  American  popcorn, 
carload  lots,  $11.10  per  hundred;  smallest  order  10 
bags;  certified  check  with  order.  Also  Theatre  Sup- 
plies of  all  kinds.  We  buy  and  sell  used  popcorn 
machines.  CINEPHONE  DISTRIBUTING  CO.,  1233  S. 
Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


PROMPT  SERVICE — Special  printed  roll  tickets, 
100,000— $16.40;  10,000— $4.95;  2,000— $2.50.  Each 
change  in  admission  price,  including  change  in  color, 
$2.00  extra.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000  miles. 
Cash  with  order.  KANSAS  CITY  TICKET  CO.,  Dept. 
9,  1819  Central,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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The  troops  that  always  win  . . . They  march  through  the  highways  and 
byways  of  your  town  . . . capture  patrons  . . . and  deliver  them  to  you  as 
prisoners  . . . Time  has  demonstrated  them  to  be  . . . the  best  Advertising 
soldiers  ...  in  all'  theatrical  armies  . . . They  fight  it  out  hand-to-hand  ...  on 
doorsteps  miles  from  your  theatre  . . . and  right  beside  your  box-office  . . . 
They  are  seasoned  veterans.. .with  25  years  of  training. ..And  when  ordered 
to  spearhead  a drive  on  any  attraction  . . . the  infiltration  to  your  empty 
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CEILING  UNLIMITED 


S THIS  is  being  written  the  long-expected  of- 
fensive on  the  Western  Front  is  under  way,  Manila  has  been 
freed  of  the  Jap  invader  and  another  day's  report  of  the  heavy 
casualties  on  Iwo  Jima  has  come  in.  If  a reminder  were  needed, 
these  events  foreshadow  the  heavy  call  of  duty  and  humani- 
tarian assistance  they  will  bring  from  the  American  Red  Cross. 

More  and  more  of  the  many  necessities,  not  only  for  saving 
lives  but  cheering  the  lives  of  those  saved  and  those  who  con- 
tinue to  go  into  battle,  are  going  to  be  needed  from  now  on. 
Some  are  very  little  things,  such  as  a package  of  cigarettes 
or  chewing  gum  or  a book  or  magazine — but  they  are  vital 
things  to  the  sustenance  of  life  and  hope  to  our  fighting  forces 
around  the  world. 

More  and  more  of  the  bigger  items,  such  as  blood  plasma, 
that  the  Red  Cross  provides  and  administers,  will  be  needed. 
There  will  be  need  on  the  battlefield  and  in  the  hospitals 
behind  the  lines,  on  ship,  on  plane,  train  or  truck — by  what- 
ever means  these  Angels  of  Mercy  travel  to  give  succor  to  the 
war  casualties — for  the  many  hundreds  of  medical  articles, 
surgical  equipment,  etc. 

More  and  more  money  is  needed  and  will  continue  to  be 
needed  to  provide  these  essentials  to  rendering  humanitarian 
service — the  greatest  humanitarian  service  in  the  world. 

Even  should  the  war  end  tomorrow,  the  needs  for  the  work 
of  the  Red  Cross  will  not  cease.  It  will  continue  for  many  years 
after  the  war  is  over.  For  not  only  does  the  Red  Cross  do  its 
humanitarian  work  in  time  of  war,  it  functions  as  well  in  time 
of  peace.  The  call  even  now  is  very  great  on  the  home  front. 
It  will  be  greater  when  the  boys  overseas  start  coming  home. 
It  will  be  greater  when,  unhandicapped  by  battle  action.  Red 
Cross  workers  are  able  to  go  into  the  fields,  into  the  shattered 
buildings  that  once  were  homes  and  wherever  else  a fighting 
man  may  be  able  to  rest  his  head  and  weary  body.  It  will  be 
able  to  do  better  work  when  it  is  unhampered  by  shellfire  or 
bomb  bursts. 

These  are  just  a few  simple  facts.  There  is  a whole  book 
of  them.  But  the  people  of  the  motion  picture  industry — the 
greatest  "company"  of  home  front  war  workers  this  country 
has  ever  known — do  not  need  to  be  told  about  them.  They 
have,  in  the  past,  needed  to  be  told  only  that  a great  humani- 
tarian institution  wanted  their  help.  And  they  have  gone  out 
and  done  the  very  best  job  they  knew  how.  Each  time  they 
have  produced  results  exceeding  the  goals  set;  they  have 
topped  quota  after  quota. 

The  job  doesn't  get  simpler — it  gets  bigger  and  harder. 
The  man-hours  of  each  exhibitor  grow  less  as  his  own  man- 
power decreases.  And  so  with  the  distributors,  down  through 
their  branches  to  the  smallest  clerk,  and  with  all  of  the  other 
organizations  who  are  a part  of  this  industry.  Their  full  time 
is  needed  in  their  own  work,  to  run  their  own  businesses.  But, 
somehow,  they  find  the  time  and  the  strength  called  for  to  aid 
in  every  emergency.  We  know  of  no  other  industry  that  does 
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so  much.  But  so  long  as  there  is  need  for  more,  time  and 
energy  will  be  found  to  give  it. 

We  emphasize  the  greater  needs  that  will  come  out  of  the 
big  battles  now  in  progress,  because  there  may  be  a feeling 
here  and  there  that  the  war  is  going  well,  that  it  will  soon  be 
over  and  the  emergency  ended.  Optimistic  interpretations  by 
radio  commentators  and  newspaper  writers  tend  to  give  an 
erroneous  impression  of  conditions  and  their  results.  The 
American  Red  Cross  has  functioned  through  many  wars  and 
all  of  the  times  between.  And  this  spring  when  great  floods 
will  hit  many  parts  of  this  country,  their  services  will  be 
needed  in  these  home  places  just  as  they  are  needed  in  the 
battle  fields. 

This  industry  entered  into  the  Red  Cross  campaigns  com- 
paratively recently.  Not  only  have  the  collections  it  has  made 
in  its  theatres  been  of  great  help  to  this  worthy  cause,  but  the 
use  of  its  screens,  its  lobbies  and  the  showmanship  it  has 
supplied,  as  no  others  can,  have  combined  to  make  more 
effective  the  appeals  for  Red  Cross  aid  from  every  other  walk 
of  life. 

The  ceiling  is  unlimited,  unknown  as  to  the  amount  of 
funds  the  Red  Cross  will  need.  In  the  current  drive  the  motion 
picture  industry  has  been  asked  to  double  the  collection  it 
made  last  year.  That's  a big  order.  But  it  can  be  done — if 
every  exhibitor  who  has  not  yet  sent  in  his  pledge  will  do  so 
at  once;  if  collections  are  made  at  every  performance  and  in 
manner  to  induce  the  greatest  possible  volume  of  contributions 
within  the  theatre,  lobby  or  foyer. 

Many  have  been  the  blessings  of  giving  earned  by  the 
people  of  the  motion  picture  industry.  Many  more  will  be 
earned  through  their  giving  and  their  working  in  the  1945  drive 
for  the  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS! 


Mighty  Fine  Job 


Despite  the  handicaps  under  which  businesses  have  to 
operate  in  these  times  National  Screen  Service  has  done  a 
mighty  fine  job  in  supplying  free  trailers  and  other  acces- 
sories to  aid  in  the  many  patriotic  and  humanitarian  drives  in 
which  the  industry  has  participated.  It  is  a credit  to  Mr. 
Herman  Robbins,  president,  and  Mr.  George  Dembow,  general 
manager,  for  the  skill  with  which  they  have  guided  their  or- 
ganization to  render  such  excellent  service  despite  the  in- 
roads of  the  war  on  their  manpower. 

They  deserve  not  only  the  commendation  of  all  in  this 
business,  but  also  should  have  every  cooperation  to  enable 
them  to  continue  their  good  work.  Exhibitors  can  help  con- 
siderably by  returning  at  once  all  film  cans  and  other  con- 
tainers in  which  trailers  have  been  sent  to  them.  There  is  a 
shortage  of  cans,  corrugated  boxes  and  shipping  packages 
that  is  approaching  the  critical  stage.  Prompt  return  of  these 
now  and  in  the  future  immediately  after  each  drive  is  con- 
cluded will  allow  these  trailers,  which  are  highly  important 
to  the  success  of  every  war  drive,  to  roll  along  without 
interruption. 
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St.  Louis  Leads  Nation 
In  the  March  of  Dimes 

Contributions  to  the  KMOX-Globe-Demo- 
crat  Dimes  drive  in  St.  Louis  totaled  $94,851, 
nearly  double  last  year’s  total  of  $50,172. 
Hartford’s  $60,000  was  nation’s  second. 


New  York  Anti-Bias  Bill 
Is  Passed  by  Assembly 

Much  discussed  measure  goes  to  senate; 
prohibits  discrimination  in  employment  of 
race,  creed,  color  or  origin;  sets  up  en- 
forcement commission. 


David  Loew  Is  Predicting 
New  Distribution  Setup 

Says  tendency  toward  formation  of  in- 
dependent producing  units  will  accelerate 
after  the  war  and  they  “will  flock  toward 
these  new  groups  on  a profit-sharing  basis.” 


U.S.  Will  Seek  Trial  on 
Antitrust  Case  Issues 

Notice  filed  on  Big  Five  and  Columbia, 
Universal  and  UA  that  trial  date  will  be 
sought  from  Judge  Goddard  on  March  5, 
date  of  clearance  hearing. 


Laboratory  Workers  Seek 
Five  Per  Cent  Wage  Hike 

IATSE  laboratory  technicians’  local  asks 
a new  contract  for  1,800  workers  in  20  labs, 
covering  wage  scales,  upgrading  and  sever- 
ance pay. 


Spyros  Skouras  Speaks 
At  N.  Y.  ITOA  Meeting 

Head  of  20th-Fox  continues  discussion  of 
distributor-exhibitor  problems  begun  recent- 
ly at  Columbus  Allied  meet,  in  effort  to  im- 
prove relations. 


Charles  Gore,  UA  Manager 
In  Manila,  Given  Freedom 

Along  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  film 
executive  is  rescued  by  American  troops  from 
horrors  of  a Japanese  prison  camp. 


Talks  on  French  Film 
Problems  Are  Planned 

Simon  Schiffrin,  film  bureau  representa- 
tive at  French  Information  Service,  N.  Y„ 
leaves  for  conferences  in  Paris  with  Jean 
Painleve  and  M.  Teitgen,  French  executives. 


British  Board  of  Trade 
Asks  Stock  for  Prints 

English  embassy  to  take  up  with  state 
department  question  of  obtaining  sufficient 
footage  for  distribution  of  J.  Arthur  Rank’s 
product  by  United  Artists  and  20th-Fox. 


D of  J TO  SEEK  EARLY  TRIAL 
OF  FILM  ANTITRUST  ACTIONS 


Capital  Showmen  Rally  to  Viewpoint 
On  Essentiality  at  Film  Theatres 


Say  Government  to  Resist 
Elimination  of  Columbia, 
Universal  and  UA 

WASHINGTON — The  department  of  jus- 
tice will  seek  an  early  trial  of  the  eight  major 
film  companies  involved  in  the  antitrust  ac- 
tion brought  by  the  government,  it  was 
stated  by  Robert  L.  Wright,  assistant,  attor- 
ney general.  Following  hearings  on  the  in- 
junction plea  to  be  heard  this  Monday  be- 
fore Federal  Judge  Goddard  in  New  York,  a 
motion  will  be  made  for  quick  court  action. 

It  was  stated  further  that  the  government 
will  not  consider  any  attempts  to  divorce 
Columbia,  Universal  and  United  Artists  from 
the  action. 

Despite  this,  however,  it  is  believed  here 
that  once  the  suit  gets  under  way,  the  three 
companies  in  question  would  move  to  be 
dismissed  from  the  case. 

Producers  Say  Arbitration  Best 
Method  of  Settling  Clearances 

WASHINGTON — In  a two-page  letter  sent 
last  week  to  Wendell  Berge,  assistant  attorney 
general,  attorneys  for  the  Big  Five  declare 
that  arbitration  is  the  most  satisfactory 
method  of  settling  complex  clearance  dis- 
putes. Moreover,  the  attorneys  argued,  the 
defendants  will  contest  the  government’s 
claim  that  decisions  by  the  appeal  board  of 
the  AAA  are  evidence  with  respect  to  a de- 
termination of  the  question  of  violation  of  any 
provisions  of  the  antitrust  laws. 

Outline  “Fundamental”  Issue 

The  letter,  signed  by  attorneys  for  Para- 
mount, Twentieth-Fox,  Warner  Bros.,  RKO 
and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  follows: 

“As  counsel  for  the  consenting  defendants 
in  the  above  suit,  we  acknowledge  receipt 
of  a notice  of  motion  returnable  March  5 for 
certain  relief  pendente  lite  and  of  a mem- 
orandum in  support  of  the  motion.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  arrangements  made  be- 
fore Judge  Goddard,  we  hereby  advise  you 
as  to  the  position  of  the  defendants  with 
respect  thereto  as  follows: 

“(1.)  Our  fundamental  issue  is  with  re- 
spect to  the  granting  of  injunctive  relief  in 
dealing  with  clearance.  We  believe  that  on 
the  whole  arbitration  is  the  most  satisfac- 
tory method  of  solving  clearance  disputes 
which  in  their  very  nature  are  complex  and 
depend  upon  a number  of  factors  involving 
business  judgment.  Very  often  the  rights  of 
exhibitors  who  are  not  parties  to  the  decree 
are  vitally  affected.  It  was  an  appreciation  of 
these  circumstances  which  formed  the  basis 
for  those  provisions  in  the  consent  decree 
which  made  clearance  disputes  subject  to 
arbitration  in  the  manner  provided. 

Contest  Government’s  Claim 

“(2.)  The  defendants  will  not  contest  the 
authenticity  of  the  decisions  of  the  appeal 
board  or  object  to  a consideration  of  them 
by  the  court  with  respect  to  the  question  of 
the  adequacy  of  the  arbitration  provisions 
of  Sec.  VIII  of  the  decree.  We  will,  however, 
contest  the  government’s  claim  that  these 
decisions  are  evidence  with  respect  to  a de- 
termination of  the  question  of  violation  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  antitrust  laws. 

“(3.)  We  were  surprised  to  find  in  the 
government’s  memorandum  the  assertion  that 
the  arbitration  provisions  of  the  consent  de- 
cree expired  three  years  after  its  date  and 


WASHINGTON  — Congressman  Gordon  L. 
McDonough’s  statement  in  Congress  that 
“theatres  should  be  declared  an  essential  in- 
dustry,” as  exclusively  reported  in  BOX- 
OFFICE,  has  met  with  widespread  approval 
here.  Virtually  all  local  theatre  executives 
gave  their  hearty  approval  to  this  viewpoint, 
while  A.  Julian  Brylawski,  president  of  the 
MPTO  of  Washington,  states  he  would  spon- 
sor a resolution  to  be  submitted  to  his  or- 
ganization calling  upon  Congress  to  consider 
Congressman  McDonough’s  suggestion.  This 
resolution  will  be  submitted  to  the  MPTO 
membership  at  its  next  meeting  on  March  13. 

Brylawski  says  his  organization  some  time 
ago  had  obtained  local  board  approval  of  a 
plan  to  have  theatres  declared  essential  only 
to  have  that  suggestion  dropped  by  the  na- 
tional WMC,  pending  further  study. 

An  interesting  reason  for  giving  theatres 
consideration  as  essential  industry  was  fur- 
nished by  Sidney  Lust,  independent  theatre 
operator,  who  said  that  theatres  have  helped 
considerably  to  keep  down  juvenile  delin- 
quency and  on  that  score  alone  should  rate 
WMC  approval  as  a war  need.  Lust  added 
that  film  theatres  also  are  the  “poor  man’s 
amusement  and  are  today  the  sole  interest 
of  many  workers  who  ordinarily  could  not  af- 
ford the  high  prices  asked  by  other  entertain- 
ment activities.”  He  cited  the  millions  in  taxes 
turned  over  by  theatres  to  the  government 
as  added  reason  for  exhibition  essentiality. 

Frank  Boucher,  general  manager  of  Kogod- 


are  now  in  effect  only  by  agreement  of  the 
parties.  There  is  no  doubt  in  our  minds  but 
that  Sec.  VIII  of  the  decree  is  still  in  full 
effect. 

“(4.)  Substantively  we  disagree  with  the 
position  taken  in  the  memorandum  regard- 
ing arbitration  of  clearance  as  provided  for 
by  Sec.  VIII.  We  believe  it  has  been  suc- 
cessful from  the  point  of  view  of  all  parties 
concerned,  including  the  public,  and  that  un- 
der Sec.  VIII  the  appeal  board  has  been  able 
to  and  has  dealt  effectively  with  the  various 
clearance  problems  presented  to  it  and  we 
believe  that  this  section  provides  adequate 
relief  with  respect  to  clearance  disputes.  As 
we  have  said,  the  problems  are  complex  and 
vary  according  to  local  situations.  By  its 
very  nature  clearance  cannot  be  measured 
with  precision  but  must  rest  on  the  busi- 
ness judgment  of  exhibitor  and  distributor. 

Powers  of  the  Arbitrators 

“The  arbitrators  by  the  decree  have  been 
permitted  to  review  the  business  judgment 
of  distributors  and  exhibitors  and  to  de- 
termine whether  or  not  the  clearance  granted 
in  particular  cases  was  too  long  in  point 
of  time  or  too  extensive  in  area,  after  weigh- 
ing the  several  factors  set  forth  in  Sec.  VIII. 
We  will  contend  that  it  is  apparent  from  the 
decisions  that  the  members  of  the  appeal 
board  and  the  arbitrators  have  been  assiduous 
in  performing  their  duties  and  have  pro- 
vided adequate  relief  wherever  their  judg- 
ment differed  from  the  business  judgment 
of  the  distributors  and  exhibitors  which  they 
reviewed. 

“(5.)  We  believe  that  the  criticisms  in  the 
memorandum  with  respect  to  Sec.  VIII  are 


Burka  Theatres,  stated  that  “there  is  no 
reason  why  exhibition  should  not  be  declared 
essential,  inasmuch  as  it  certainly  is  an  asset 
when  it  comes  to  raising  money  for  the  gov- 
ernment, which  doesn’t  hesitate  then  to  call 
upon  us.  And  there  is  no  denying  its  impor- 
tance as  a morale  builder,  especially  in  de- 
fense areas.  There  certainly  cannot  be  any 
comparison  on  that  score  between  theatres 
and  any  other  form  of  entertainment.” 

Carter  Barron,  Loew  Theatres’  district 
manager,  states  he  would  “hate  to  think  of 
what  would  happen  if  theatres  were  com- 
pelled to  close  down  because  of  a manpower 
shortage.  With  approximately  100,000,000  peo- 
ple depending  weekly  upon  motion  pictures 
for  entertainment  and  relaxation,  it  is  in- 
conceivable what  would  happen.  In  Wash- 
ington alone  50,000  to  75,000  people  each  day 
go  to  the  movies.  Theatres  just  could  not 
operate  efficiently  if  4Fs  were  taken  away. 
Personally,  I don’t  know  what  I’d  do.  I agree 
thoroughly  that  motion  picture  theatres 
should  be  classed  as  an  essential  industry.” 

Abram  Myers,  general  counsel  of  Allied 
States,  remarked  that  the  “test  of  essentiality 
should  be  not  the  nature  of  a business,  but 
its  use  by  the  government — and  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  stand  that  test  fully.  The  gov- 
ernment is  constantly  using  film  theatres  for 
bond  drives,  the  screens  for  government  reels, 
the  stages  for  rallies  and  other  war  needs. 
Yes,  I’m  for  having  theatres  declared  an 
essential  industry.” 


unjustified  and  that  some  of  the  relief  re- 
quested would  work  havoc  in  the  industry. 

“(6.)  The  relief  which  the  government 
asks  cannot  be  considered  or  granted  in 
vacuo  as  a mere  matter  of  law. 

Will  Try  to  Prove  Necessity 

“As  you  will  readily  understand,  counsel 
for  the  consenting  defendants  are  not  able  to 
decide  finally  until  the  government’s  case  is 
actually  presented  in  court  whether  or  not 
the  nature  of  the  hearing  will  make  appropri- 
ate the  presentation  of  evidence  by  them  and, 
if  so,  the  form  in  which  it  should  be  pre- 
sented. However,  they  desire  to  advise  govern- 
ment counsel  that  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  relief  sought,  the  court  may  be  asked 
to  consider  affidavits  or  testimony  by  a few 
representatives  of  the  industry  familiar  with 
the  facts  showing  the  history,  nature  and 
character  of  clearance,  the  necessity  therefor, 
the  manner  in  which  it  works,  and  the  in- 
appropriateness and  impracticability  of  the 
proposals  for  specific  relief  with  respect  to 
clearance  contained  in  the  government’s 
memorandum.” 


Protest  California  Curfew 

WASHINGTON — Congressmen  Frank  R. 
Havener  and  Gordon  L.  McDonough  of  Cali- 
fornia strongly  protested  on  the  floor  of 
Congress  and  by  letter  to  War  Mobilizer 
James  F.  Byrnes  against  the  midnight  clos- 
ing edict  insofar  as  it  applies  to  California. 

Both  representatives  claimed  that  his  rul- 
ing has  no  meaning  in  California,  where  no 
saving  of  coal  or  other  fuel  is  effected. 
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Bell  Plans  National 
Television  Service 

NEW  YORK — In  its  annual  report  to  stock- 
holders the  American  Telephone  & Tele- 
graph Co.  (Bell  telephone  system)  says  it 
expects  to  play  an  active  role  in  bringing 
television  to  the  American  public  after  the 
war  by  providing  facilities  over  which  tele- 
vision programs  can  be  transmitted  through- 
out the  entire  country. 

This  will  be  done  both  by  wire  and  by  air 
relay  stations. 

“Television  transmission  over  a wire  cir- 
cuit from  Washington  to  New  York  and  by 
radio  from  Whippany,  N.  J.,  to  New  York 
was  demonstrated  by  the  Bell  Telephone  Lab- 
oratories as  early  as  1927,”  says  the  report. 
“Standard  telephone  wires  with  suitable 
equipment  are  now  used  successfully  for 
transmitting  high  quality  television  pictures 
over  short  distances.  Coaxial  cables,  which 
transmit  several  hundred  telephone  conversa- 
tions simultaneously,  are  also  suitable  for 
nationwide  television  networks  and  the  sys- 
tem is  planning  to  construct  several  thou- 
sand miles  of  such  cable.  The  projected  radio 
relay  system  between  New  York  and  Boston 
will  also  be  tested  to  determine  the  possi- 
bilities of  this  method  for  television  trans- 
mission. 

Telephone  Messages  By  Air 

“It  is  the  system’s  objective  to  be  pre- 
pared to  serve  the  television  industry  with 
the  best  transmission  facilities  possible  as 
rapidly  as  the  industry’s  needs  for  networks 
develop.” 

The  report  also  predicts  extensive  develop- 
ments in  the  use  of  international  telephone 
messages  by  air. 

The  tendency  in  radio  use,  the  report  states, 
is  toward  the  very  short  waves. 

“These  very  short  waves,  called  micro- 
waves,  can  be  formed  into  beams  like  search- 
light beams,  and  can  penetrate  darkness,  fog, 
dust  and  rain,”  the  report  states.  “To  trans- 
mit along  the  earth’s  surface  beyond  the 
horizon,  relay  stations  must  be  employed. 
There  is  no  static,  and  the  possible  number  of 
speech  channels  in  this  frequency  range  is 
very  great.  While  the  communications  pos- 
sibilities of  microwaves  still  await  final  proof 
and  economic  evaluation,  they  appear  very 
promising  and  their  use  is  being  explored 
as  a supplement  or  alternative  to  wires  and 
cables  for  telephone  and  television  trans- 
mission. For  this  purpose,  the  Bell  system 
has  obtained  experimental  licenses  to  test 
a radio  relay  system  between  New  York  and 
Boston.  The  intermediate  relay  sites  have 
been  secured  and,  as  soon  as  circumstances 
of  war  permit,  construction  will  be  pushed 
forward.” 

The  company  also  plans  telephone  service 
for  buses  and  automobiles,  the  report  states. 


Blue  Network  Launches 
Television  Programs 

NEW  YORK — The  Blue  Network  launched 
its  television  broadcasts  February  24  from 
Schenectady  over  WRGB  and  on  February 
27  from  WABD,  New  York.  The  program 
is  called  On  Stage  Everybody,  and  is  being 
handled  with  the  cooperation  of  Allen  B. 
DuMont  Laboratories,  Inc. 

The  purpose  is  to  gain  experience  with 
different  types  of  equipment,  pending  con- 
struction of  studios  and  transmitters  by  the 
network,  and  to  study  audience  reactions. 


Miss  Skinner  Loses  Plea 

NEW  YORK — The  appellate  court  late  in 
the  week  dismissed  Cornelia  Otis  Skinner’s 
plea  for  injunction  against  Paramount  to 
prevent  filming  of  the  sequel  to  “Our  Hearts 
Were  Young  and  Gay.” 


FCC  Plan  on  Modulation 
Changeover  Is  Opposed 


Loew's  Planning  Capital 
Video  and  FM  Station 

Washington — Loew’s,  Inc.,  is  readying 
plans  for  a television  and  FM  station  in 
Washington,  it  was  learned  here.  Follow- 
ing an  application  by  Loew’s  booking  of- 
fice on  behalf  of  the  theatre  circuit,  it 
was  revealed  that  plans  for  setting  up  an 
experimental  station  atop  a large  apart- 
ment building  in  uptown  Washington  on 
Connecticut  Avenue  and  Davenport  Street 
already  have  been  completed. 

Meantime,  applications  for  television  li- 
censes for  broadcasting  in  Washington  al- 
ready have  been  received  at  the  FCC  by 
Bamberger  Broadcasting  Co.,  the  Wash- 
ington Evening  Star,  Allen  B.  DuMont 
Laboratories,  Eleanor  Patterson,  Scripps 
Howard  newspapers  and  the  Capitol 
Broadcasting  in  addition  to  Loew’s. 

CBS  Against  Theatre 
Television  Channels 

NEW  YORK — In  a brief  presented  to  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission  on 
February  28,  CBS  asked  that  no  frequencies 
be  assigned  to  proposed  theatre  television 
and  subscription  radio  services  because  they 
would  not  be  available  to  the  public  except 
on  payment  of  a fee  and  could  utilize  wire 
lines  rather  than  frequencies  used  by  broad- 
casters. 

Another  highlight  of  the  CBS  argument 
was  the  assertion  that  only  the  use  of  wide 
bands  in  the  higher  frequencies  can  provide 
television  pictures  with  twice  the  detail  of 
television  sets  operating  on  prewar  stand- 
ards. 

Columbia  declared  it  expects  to  demon- 
strate wide  band  television  transmission  and 
reception  “within  one  year  after  manpower 
and  materials  are  fully  available,  and  pos- 
sibly before  the  end  of  1945.” 

All  sets  based  on  present  standards  will  be 
obsolete  and  useless  as  soon  as  high-definition 
television  becomes  available,  the  company 
contended. 

Video  Broadcasters  Form 
Engineering  Committee 

NEW  YORK — F.  J.  Bingley,  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  Television  Broadcasters 
Ass’n,  Inc.,  made  public  the  list  of  members 
comprising  the  new  engineering  committee  of 
TEA. 

On  the  committee  are:  W.  J.  Purcell  of  GE; 
Dr.  Thomas  T.  Goldsmith,  DuMont;  David 
B.  Smith,  Philco;  O.  B.  Hanson,  NBC,  with 
Robert  Shelby,  NBC,  as  alternate;  E.  A. 
Hayes,  Hughes  Productions;  George  Lewis, 
Federal;  Harry  Lubcke,  Don  Lee  Broadcast- 
ing, and  H.  L.  Blatterman  of  Earl  C.  An- 
thony, Inc. 


Austrian  to  TBA  Post 

NEW  YORK — Ralph  B.  Austrian,  executive 
vice-president  of  RKO  Television  Corp.,  has 
been  appointed  chairman  of  the  program 
committee  of  Television  Broadcasters’  Ass’n 
for  the  current  year. 


WASHINGTON  — During  oral  arguments 
before  the  FCC  on  the  commission’s  allocation 
report,  early  discussions  centered  around  the 
applicability  of  moving  frequency  modulation 
into  the  higher  frequencies.  Arguments  on 
television  are  expected  to  wind  up  the  Fed- 
eral Communication  Commission  hearings 
which  are  slated  to  end  over  this  weekend. 

Maj.  E.  H.  Armstrong,  who  discovered  fre- 
quency modulation,  was  joined  by  C.  M. 
Janski,  chairman  of  Panel  5 of  the  Radio 
Technical  Planning  Board  and  both  argued 
against  the  FCC’s  plan  to  put  frequency 
modulation  in  the  upper  spectrum.  Their  ar- 
gument centered  around  the  belief  that  it 
would  take  six  months  to  three  years  for 
a changeover  while,  at  the  same  time,  ap- 
proximately 500,000  frequency  modulation 
sets  in  use  now  would  become  obsolete.  T. 
Reed  of  Hallicrafters  Co.  of  Chicago  defended 
the  shift  on  a plea  that  the  present  fre- 
quencies are  limited  and  not  many  stations 
would  be  able  to  get  frequency  modulation 
licenses.  Reed  also  stated  that  reception 
quality  is  better  in  a higher  spectrum. 

Arthur  G.  Doyle  Is  Safe 
In  Manila,  Sister  Hears 

NEW  YORK— Mrs.  Clayton  P.  Sheehan, 
wife  of  the  former  head  of  the  20th-Fox  for- 
eign department,  has  received  word  that  her 
brother,  Arthur  G.  Doyle,  is  alive  and  in 
“fair  physical  condition”  at  Manila. 

Doyle  was  Far  East  foreign  manager  for 
20th-Fox  for  several  years.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  in  the  Philippines  early  in  the  war. 

Mrs.  Leo  P.  Meyer  of  Buffalo,  a sister  of 
Mrs.  Sheehan,  has  just  received  a 25-word 
message  acknowledging  receipt  of  a package 
which  she  sent  in  July  1942. 

Zella  G.  Young  to  Produce 
Three  Educational  Series 

NEW  YORK — Zella  G.  Young  has  been 
appointed  head  of  production  for  the  educa- 
tional department  of  International  Theatrical 
and  Television  Corp.  She  was  formerly  as- 
sociated with  Universal  and  RKO. 

Miss  Young  is  presently  engaged  in  the 
production  of  three  series  of  16mm  educa- 
tional films  for  the  company.  They  will  con- 
sist of  films  in  English,  mathematics  and 
music. 

"Co-Pilot"  Tops  Record 
For  1st  Day  in  Macon 

MACON,  GA.— Warners’  “God  Is  My  Co- 
Pilot”  broke  all  previous  boxoffice  records 
for  opening  day  at  the  Grand,  following  the 
$10  benefit  premiere  held  the  night  before 
at  the  theatre. 

Lamar  Swift,  city  manager  for  the  Lucas 
& Jenkins  Theatres,  reported  a record  local 
turnout,  and  a large  number  of  patrons  com- 
ing in  from  outlying  districts  to  see  the  film. 

Major  H.  A.  Gray  of  Erpi 
Dies  of  Heart  Ailment 

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON,  N.  Y.  — Maj. 
Howard  A.  Gray,  for  the  past  12  years  di- 
rector of  field  studies  in  audio-visual  educa- 
tion for  Erpi  Classroom  Films,  died  of  a 
heart  ailment  at  his  home.  He  was  44  years 
old. 
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Brownout  and  Curfew 
May  Kill  Most  Duals 

CHICAGO — The  brownout  and  curfew  may 
intensify  the  comeback  of  single  feature  pro- 
grams, a trend  noticeable  in  current  months, 
according  to  theatre  executives  here.  The 
trend  to  singles  has  been  reflected,  particu- 
larly in  a survey  on  single  bills  versus  dualers 
which  Balaban  & Katz  have  been  quietly 
making  during  the  last  six  months. 

The  B&K  survey  shows  that  single  bills 
have  been  doing  far  better  than  doubles  in 
virtually  all  locations,  provided  the  product  is 
strong  enough  to  stand  by  itself. 

For  instance,  in  the  B&K  Southtown,  Nor- 
town  and  Riviera,  which  require  a lot  of  cus- 
tomers to  fill  them,  two  features  usually  are 
better  than  one,  especially  if,  according  to  the 
experts,  “the  house  is  stuck  with  a bunch  of 
second-rate  releases,  when  the  only  solution 
is  to  pair  them.” 

While  the  single  feature  idea  has  been 
prevalent  in  the  loop  for  a long  time  there 
has  been  a noticeable  trend  to  the  same  sort 
of  programming  in  outlying  houses  during  the 
past  month  or  two. 

Experiment  by  the  Warners 

Warners  have  been  experimenting  with  sin- 
gle bills  in  neighborhood  locations  with  good 
results  and  the  H&E  Esquire,  Surf  and  Gold- 
coast  always  have  shown  singles. 

In  the  loop  most  of  the  theatres  have  stuck 
to  the  single  feature  for  years.  The  RKO- 
Palace  and  Grand  play  dual  bills  and  the 
Apollo  and  Garrick  sometimes  feature  them 
when  they  have  a pair  of  weakies  booked. 
The  McVickers  plays  a pair  but  it  is  a second 
run  house. 

The  Essaness  Woods  rarely  shows  more 
than  one  at  a time.  The  State-Lake  has  al- 
ways been  a single  feature  house  and  the 
United  Artists  and  Roosevelt  rarely  break 
away  from  a similar  policy.  The  Chicago, 
Oriental  and  Downtown  play  single  features 
coupled  with  stage  shows. 

Most  theatre  men  here  say  they  would  pre- 
fer to  play  single  feature  bills  and  with  a 
shortened  theatre  day  it  is  believed  most 
operators  will  find  a single  bill  more  ex- 
pedient. 

Federal  Admission  Tax 
Totals  Tilting  Upward 

WASHINGTON — Federal  admission  taxes 
for  January  totaled  $24,345,560.17,  an  increase 
of  $7,600,623.96  over  the  same  month  the  pre- 
vious year. 


************** 

* A MESSAGE  * 

TO  OUR  PATRONS:  * 

★ * 
WE  AGAIN  DEDICATE  OURSELVES  TO  A 

* POUCY  OF  ALL-OUT  ASSISTANCE  IN  THE  ★ 
GREAT  FINAL  EFFORT  FOR  VICTORY  . . . 

* STARTING  TOMORROW,  IN  CHEERFUL  COM-  * 

* PLIANCE  WITH  THE  RECENT  ORDER  OF  OUR  * 
GOVERNMENT.  WE  WILL  DISCONTINUE  ALL 

* LATE  SHOWS  AND  ADJUST  OUR  THEATRE  ★ 
SCHEDULES  SO  THAT  ALL  PERFORMANCES 

* WILL  BE  OUT  BY  MIDNIGHT  . . . FOR  YOUR  * 

* CONVENIENCE  THE  STARTING  TIMES  OF  , 
FEATURES  WILL  BE  SHOWN  IN  EACH  AD  OF 

* FOX  THEATRES  IN  GREATER  KANSAS  CITY  * 
...  WE  SUGGEST  THAT  YOU  NOTE  THESE 

* STARTING  TIMES  AND  ATTEND  EARLY  SHOWS  ★ 

* AT  YOUR  FAVORITE  FOX  THEATRE  ... 
RELAXATION  CONDITIONS  YOU  FOR  AN  * 

if  EVEN  GREATER  FINAL  EFFORT  FOR  VIC-  * 
TORY  . . . SEE  A SHOW  TONIGHT  . . . 

* ★ 

Fox  Midwest  Theatres  , 


************** 

KAYCEE  THEATRES  CONFORM— 
The  advertisement  reproduced  above,  set 
over  two  columns,  was  inserted  in  Kan- 
sas City  newspapers  by  Fox  Midwest  The- 
atres on  the  day  prior  to  the  midnight 
curfew.  For  some  time  thereafter  the 
starting  times  of  features  to  be  shown  in 
each  of  the  FMW  houses  were  displayed 
conspicuously  on  individual  theatre  ads. 


Six  Pages  in  This  Week 
Of  Columbia  Duo  Stills 

NEW  YORK — This  Week  magazine  devoted 
six  pages  of  a special  issue  to  pictures  of  Lee 
Bowman  and  Janet  Blair  to  exploit  the  CBS 
Saturday  afternoon  feature,  “Assignment 
Home.”  Taken  on  the  studio  lot  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures  in  Hollywood,  the  specially-posed 
photographs  are  doing  their  share  to  drive 
home  one  of  the  most  important  stories  of 
the  year — the  problems  confronting  the  dis- 
charged, wounded  veterans. 

Reprints  of  the  issue  have  been  sent  to 
congressmen,  educators  and  other  leaders  of 
public  opinion.  The  War  Manpower  Com- 
mission, through  its  1,500  U.S.  employment 
service  offices  throughout  the  country,  is  ex- 
pected to  aid  in  its  distribution.  In  addition, 
Columbia  Pictures  may  produce  a feature 
under  the  title,  “Assignment  Home.” 


NEW  ZEALAND  MEETING — Otto  Bolle,  20th-Fox  home  office  representative 
for  Australasia,  presided  at  a sales  convention  at  Wellington,  New  Zealand.  Shown 
here:  (1-r)  Sitting — Lester  Brown,  M.  A.  Toomey,  Bolle,  Eric  Rutledge,  D.  Leys. 
Standing — L.  William,  F.  B.  Thompson,  E.  Davis,  R.  Rdgar,  K.  Tollas,  A.  Grant,  A. 
Raino  and  George  Roberts. 


Pledges  on  Red  Cross 
Hit  New  High-13,008 

NEW  YORK — Pledges  totaling  13,008  were 
in  the  hands  of  national  headquarters  on 
Tuesday  for  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign, out  of  a possible  total  of  16,499,  Leon 
J.  Bamberger,  national  campaign  director, 
disclosed. 

The  number  of  pledges  for  the  entire  cam- 
paign of  last  year  was  13,434,  indicating  that 
this  year’s  aggregate  would  easily  be  exceeded. 
There  were  still  two  weeks  to  go  before  the 
campaign  opens,  allowing  plenty  of  time  for 
exhibitors  to  mail  their  pledges. 

Bamberger  indicated  that  these  figures  do 
not  include  returns  from  the  insular  pos- 
sessions which  should  add  hundreds  of  addi- 
tional pledges  to  the  grand  total. 

Republic  Severing  Ties 
With  "Share-Croppers" 

HOLLYWOOD — Indicating  a sharp  about- 
face  in  its  policy  as  concerns  share-crop- 
ping producers,  Republic  studio  has  an- 
nounced cancellation  of  its  connection  with 
all  such  units,  save  one — William  Rowland, 
who  recently  signed  a deal  for  two  addi- 
tional features  to  the  one  recently  completed. 

The  change  in  policy  resulted  in  the  termi- 
nation of  the  services  of  Howard  Sheehan, 
who  had  supervision  over  the  activities  of 
the  indie  film  makers. 

Those  affected  by  the  decision  and  whose 
contracts  will  not  be  renewed  are  James  Bur- 
kett, Walter  Colmes,  Sidney  Williams  and 
William  Wilder,  independent  producers. 

Solon  in  Praise  of  HVC 
For  War  Effort  Support 

WASHINGTON — Congressman  Gordon  Mc- 
Donough of  California  declared  on  the  floor 
of  the  house  that  the  Hollywood  Victory  Com- 
mittee deserves  full  commendation  for  its 
fine  support  of  the  war  effort.  He  quoted  the 
various  methods  achieved  by  the  HVC  in  this, 
including  the  37,970  appearances  of  139  film 
stars  on  fighting  fronts;  1,510  one-night 
stands  at  embarkation  points;  324  camp  and 
hospital  shows  with  341  actor-players;  support 
of  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive,  Red  Cross  ral- 
lies, etc. 

"Bring  On  the  Girls"  Is  Set 
For  Release  March  30 

PHILADELPHIA — Paramount’s  “Bring  On 
the  Girls”  has  been  set  for  general  release 
March  30  as  the  company’s  Easter  holiday 
attraction,  Charles  M.  Reagan,  distribution 
vice-president,  told  the  district  sales  meet- 
ing at  the  Warwick  Hotel. 

The  first  of  several  prerelease  engagements 
of  the  picture  was  at  the  Paramount  in  New 
York,  where  the  film  opened  Wednesday. 


Norwegian  Embassy's  Protest 

WASHINGTON  — The  Norwegian  embassy 
has  protested  to  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  in 
a letter  to  Louis  B.  Mayer  against  that  com- 
pany’s plan  to  make  a film  version  of  Knut 
Hamsen’s  book  “Victoria.”  In  its  protest,  the 
embassy  stated  that  Hamsen  is  a supporter 
of  Vidkun  Quisling,  Norwegian  dictator- 
traitor,  and  that  the  playwright  constantly 
has  furthered  the  cause  of  the  Nazis  and 
spread  propaganda  against  the  Allies,  especi- 
ally Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 


Lynn  Merrick  Into  Femme  Lead 

Lynn  Merrick  has  been  set  for  the  femme 
lead  in  Columbia’s  “Blonde  From  Brook- 
lyn.” 
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MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 

RED  CROSS  WAR  FUND  WEEK 


YOU 

SHOWMEN 
KNOW  WHAT 
TO  DO! 


WR£M  15 


"OP™  •” 


♦Official  U,S. 


Casualty  Figures 
as  of  Feb.  8,  1945 


DEAD 
WOUNDED 
MISSING 
AMERICAN 
BOYS 
APPEAL  TO 
YOUR 


CONSCIEN 


“THE  RED  CROSS  NEEDS 
YOUR  SHOWMANSHIP 


and  salesmanship,  which  have  been  so 


generously  and  patriotically  employed  in  so 
many  activities  during  the  national  emergency. 

In  the  same  spirit  in  which  appeals  have  been  made 
to  you  for  all  the  patriotic  efforts  that  our 
industry  has  undertaken  in  the  war  effort,  appeal 
is  again  being  made  for  the  Red  Cross 
so  that  a collection  at  every  show  in  every  theatre  in 
the  United  States  will  bring  in  an  even  greater 
amount  this  year  than  ever  before. 


v.  ; 


S'  y{*  4 


I m * M 

WAR  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE 


YOUR 

PRESS  BOOK 


which  should  be  in  your 
hands  now,  is  as  com- 
plete as  experienced 
showmen  can  make  it  — 
containing  news  and  aids 
and  ideas  of  how  you  can  make  your 
Red  Cross  Campaign  outstanding  in 
your  career.  If  you  haven’t  got  your 
copy,  which  was  mailed  first  class  to 
you,  check  with  National  Screen. 


A COLLECTION  AT  EVERY  SHOW! 

MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 
1945  RED  CROSS  WAR  FUND  WEEK 

MARCH  15  THRU  MARCH  21 


YOUR  TRAILER 


This  advertisement  contributed  by  Columbia  Pictures 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  • Monogram  Pictures  * Paramount 
Pictures  • Republic  Pictures  • RKO  Radio  Pictures  • 20th 
Century-Fox  • United  Artists  • Universal  Pictures  • Warner  Bros. 


starring  Ingrid  Bergman,  and  directed  by 
Jacques  Tourneur,  is  a MUST  for  showing 
immediately  before  every  collection  if  you 
want  to  hit  the  top! 


Wm  W S«e«U  “SS 


Saving  Electricity 

JN  his  Daily  News  column  Danton  Walker 

quoted  a New  York  night  club  owner  as 
saying:  “The  electricity  required  to  make 
one  B picture  would  light  all  the  New  York 
night  clubs  for  more  than  a month.”  He 
was  arguing  against  the  midnight  closing 
order. 

Walker  just  let  it  go  at  that.  Three  re- 
cent small-budget  pictures  were  made  as 
follows:  A — 13  days  shooting  schedule,  6,- 
400  kilowatt  hours  of  electricity;  B — 15 
days,  7,500  kilowatt  hours;  C — 14  days,  7,- 
000  kilowatt  hours. 

What  of  it?  Electricity  for  the  studios 
comes  from  Boulder  Dam.  It  so  happens 
that  the  spring  high  water  has  started. 
Even  if  it  hadn’t,  water  still  flows  through 
the  generators,  and  if  all  the  studios  in 
Hollywood  should  close,  it  wouldn’t  save  a 
pound  of  coal. 

Theatres  are  all  closing  at  midnight 
without  a squawk.  They  use  electricity 
generated  by  coal. 

* * * 

Sticking  the  Chin  Out 

CBS  contended  before  the  FCC  that 
no  television  channels  should  be 
allotted  to  theatres  because  theatres 
charge  admission  and  wire  service  is  open 
to  them.  The  same  argument  could  be 
extended  to  allotments  for  facsimile  broad- 
casting, which  will  be  a function  of  high 
frequency  stations  after  the  war.  Who  will 
pay  for  that  service — sender  or  receiver? 
So  far  Columbia  has  not  contended  that 
no  television  allotments  should  be  made  to 
newspapers — which  also  have  wire  service. 
It  might  not  be  good  policy.  Many  net- 
work affiliates  on  the  present  standard 
broadcasts  are  owned  by  newspapers,  and 
they  have  applications  in  for  television 
licenses. 

If  newspapers  get  television  licenses,  why 
not  theatres?  An  up-to-the-minute  news- 
reel in  theatres  might  seem  to  be  a de- 
sirable addition  to  present  methods  of 
spreading  information.  Newspapers  charge 
their  customers  for  what  they  get  both  by 
air  and  wire. 

Apparently  the  CBS  contention  is  based 
on  the  theory  that  the  air  waves  belong 
to  the  public  and  nobody  should  make  a 
profit  from  their  use.  The  British  carry 
this  line  of  reasoning  through  to  its  logical 
conclusion — government  broadcasting. 

If  any  present  broadcasting  agency  has 
reached  the  point  where  it  thinks  it  can 
bar  new  agencies  from  the  air  and  says 
so,  it  may  be  that  it  is  in  the  position  of 
a boxer  who  sticks  his  chin  out. 

* * * 

No  Place  to  Go 

^HOSE  Broadwayites  who  have  been  car- 
rying pocket  flashlights  since  the  start 
of  the  brownout  are  now  all  dressed  up 
and  no  place  to  go  after  midnight.  Looks 
like  they  will  have  to  add  pocket  flasks  to 
their  equipment.  Mayor  LaGuardia  has 
tossed  a crumb  of  comfort  by  saying  en- 


By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 

forcement  will  suit  the  special  conditions 
found  in  New  York,  whatever  they  are. 
Some  of  those  who  began  to  shout  that 
the  restrictions  would  injure  morale 
calmed  down  when  they  read  the  UP  dis- 
patch from  London  saying  the  pubs  close 
at  9 p.  m.  and  are  not  heated,  and  the 
subways  stop  at  11  p.  m.  Morale  has  been 
holding  up  quite  some  time  in  London. 

* * * 

100  Shipyards  Quitting 

^*HE  navy  department  statement  that  100 
shipyards  will  be  dropped  by  July  1, 
leaving  only  70  with  navy  orders,  may 
have  some  important  bearing  on  theatre 
receipts  around  Boston,  Norfolk,  New 
Orleans,  San  Francisco  and  Seattle. 

+ * * 

Republic  Can  Do  It 

JN  announcing  the  signing  of  Alfred  San- 
tell  as  a director,  H.  J.  Yates  sr.,  presi- 
dent of  Republic,  said,  “Republic  can  do 
anything  any  other  studio  can  do.”  Quite 
true!  Sounds  like  a challenge,  with  the 
results  worth  watching.  With  Frank 
Borzage,  Santell  and  William  K.  Howard 
already  signed,  it  looks  as  though  the  com- 
pany is  ready  to  go  places. 

* * * 

New  Haven  early  in  the  week  the 
Connecticut  MPTO  and  Allied  units 
sat  down  together  for  a discussion  of  bills 
pending  before  the  legislature.  In  some 
states  they  say  it  can’t  be  done. 

* * * 

gARRY  BUCHANAN,  new  publicity  and 

advertising  director  for  United  Artists, 

was  introduced  to  the  magazine  and  news- 
paper writers  at  the  Stork  Colub.  Sher- 
man Billingsley  and  his  staff  did  a grand 
job  helping  to  convince  one  and  all  that 
everybody  present  was  a swell  fellow.  He 
really  is! 

* * * 

JF  everybody  who  hears  “Ac-cent-tchu-ate 
the  Positive,”  song  hit  in  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES,”  also  sees  the  picture,  Para- 
mound  will  raise  the  dividend  rate.  The 
song  was  up  near  the  top  four  weeks  on 
the  “Hit  Parade”;  it  is  played  on  all  the 
major  networks;  it  is  among  the  ten  best 
sellers  for  sheet  music,  and  it  is  played 
so  much  on  the  juke  boxes  the  records 
wear  out. 

* * * 

gVERY  TIME  Neil  Agnew  gets  a letter 
from  a circuit  head  or  an  individual 
exhibitor  about  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  he 
gives  three  cheers.  Records  are  cracking 
so  fast,  he  says,  nobody  has  time  to  sweep 
up  the  pieces. 

* * * 

p*RED  ALLEN  dashes  out  of  a door  toward 
the  audience  in  “It’s  in  the  Bag,”  waves 
his  hand  and  says,  “Don’t  tell  me!”  as  he 
goes  toward  another  doorway.  It’s  great! 
* * * 

J^IDNIGHT  — Thousands  of  out-of- 
towners  trying  to  get  taxis  in  mid- 
Manhattan. 


By  PAUL  PEREZ 

NEW  YORK — There  used  to  be  a theory 
that  a great  man’s  son  never  equalled  his 
sire’s  accomplishments.  We  say  “used  to  be” 
advisedly,  because  David  O.  Selznick — al- 
though he’ll  probably  deny  it  hotly — has  cer- 
tainly topped  Lewis  J.  Selznick’s  perform- 
ances of  a quarter  century  ago.  On  this,  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  Selznick-Interna- 
tional  trademark,  let  us,  in  the  words  of  the 
late  A1  Smith,  look  at  the  record: 

When  David  O.  Selznick  was  but  37  years 
old  he  won  the  award  of  the  Academy  of 
Motion  Picture  Arts  & Sciences  for  the  sea- 
son’s best  production — the  epochal  “Gone 
With  the  Wind.”  One  year  later,  in  1940, 
he  won  another  Oscar,  this  time  for  “Re- 
becca.” These  two  pictures  topped  the  Na- 
tional Critics  Poll  in  the  same  years,  and 
received  dozens  of  other  special  awards  from 
trade,  civic  and  commercial  organizations. 
Previously,  two  pictures  produced  by  him, 
“A  Star  Is  Born”  and  “Manhattan  Melo- 
drama,” had  received  the  Academy’s  “best 
story”  awards. 

He  Prizes  the  Thalberg  Award 

No  less  highly  prized  by  Selznick  is  the 
Irving  Thalberg  Memorial  Award  for  “the 
most  consistent  high  quality  of  production,” 
given  to  him  every  year  from  1939  to  the 
present  time,  except  in  1942,  when  he  was 
not  represented  by  any  production  releases. 

Equally  impressive  is  his  winning,  on  nu- 
merous occasions,  the  BOXOFFICE  Blue 
Ribbon  Award,  one  of  the  most  highly-prized 
laurels  in  the  industry. 

Almost  innumerable  incidental  medals, 
awards,  citations  and  trophies  have  been 
showered  upon  DOS  through  the  years  for 
his  productional  achievements. 

Selznick,  however,  is  not  given  to  resting 
on  his  laurels.  In  fact,  he  is  not  given  to 
resting,  period.  He  certainly  didn’t  rest 
when,  as  a youth  still  in  his  teens,  he  made 
a two-reel  film  about  Luis  Firpo,  the  prize- 
fighter, on  a lean  but  optimistic  budget  of 
$2,000.  Nor  did  he  rest  the  following  year, 
when  he  produced  a profitable  six-reeler, 
“Roulette,”  on  a slightly  more  elastic  bank- 
roll. 

He  wasn’t  idling  at  M-G-M  where,  in  two 
years,  he  worked  his  way  up  from  assistant 
story  editor  to  associate  producer.  Nor  was 
he  loafing  at  Paramount,  where  he  had  gone 
in  1928  to  become  executive  assistant  to  B.  P. 
Schulberg.  And  he  certainly  wasn’t  taking 
things  easy  in  1932  when,  although  not  yet 
30,  he  became  executive  vice-president  in 
charge  of  all  RKO  production.  When  he  re- 
turned in  1933  to  M-G-M  it  wasn’t  to  take 
a rest  cure,  but  to  add  to  his  credit  such 
outstanding  productions  as  “Viva,  Villa!”, 
“David  Copperfield,”  “A  Tale  of  Two  Cities” 
and  “Anna  Karenina.” 

Ho,  Hum,  Not  Much  to  Do! 

Of  course,  during  the  past  ten  years  as 
head  of  his  own  company,  Selznick-Inter- 
national,  he  hasn’t  had  much  to  do  other 
than  produce,  as  well  as  write  and  rewrite 
the  dialog  for  a score  or  more  of  pictures, 
many  of  which  are  industry  topnotchers. 

This  coming  season  the  grand  old  man  of 
pictures — he’ll  be  43  next  May — can  take 
things  easy.  He’s  merely  producing,  among 
other  important  pictures,  “Dawning,”  “So 
Little  Time,”  “Duel  in  the  Sun,”  “The  Scar- 
let Lily”  and  Alfred  Hitchcock’s  “Notorious.” 
If  he  takes  our  advice — which  he  won’t — 
he’ll  cut  out  his  habitual  day-dreaming  and 
start  figuring  out  where  to  keep  the  addi- 
tional awards  he’s  almost  certain  to  receive 
for  his  forthcoming  product. 
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BOX-OFFICE  BY  BOX-OFFICE  THE 
MOST  REMARKABLE  HIT  IN  YEARS ! 


TOPS  THEM  ALL  EVERYWHERE! 


DETROIT Beats  “Random  Harvest/7  “Bathing  Beauty77 

WASHINGTON Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo/7  ' Thousands  Cheer77 

SAN  FRANCISCO  . . . Beats  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover/7  ' Random  Harvest" 

MILWAUKEE Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo/'  “Thousands  Cheer" 

NEW  ORLEANS  ....  Beats  “Random  Harvest/'  “Two  Girls  and  a Sailor" 

MINNEAPOLIS Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,"  “A  Guy  Named  Joe" 

HOUSTON Beats  “Thousands  Cheer,"  “Mrs.  Parkington" 

PORTLAND Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,"  “Thousands  Cheer" 

OAKLAND Beats  “Random  Harvest,"  “A  Guy  Named  Joe" 

COLUMBUS Beats  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover,"  “Random  Harvest" 

ATLANTA Beats  “Thousands  Cheer,"  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover" 

MEMPHIS Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,"  “Bathing  Beauty" 

ROCHESTER Beats  “Thousands  Cheer,"  “A  Guy  Named  Joe" 

AKRON Beats  “Thousands  Cheer,"  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo" 

RICHMOND Beats  “Random  Harvest,"  “Thousands  Cheer" 

SYRACUSE Beats  “A  Guy  Named  Joe,"  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover" 

WORCESTER Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,"  “Thousands  Cheer" 

NORFOLK Beats  “Two  Girls  and  a Sailor,"  “Mrs.  Parkington" 


NEW  HAVEN Beats  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover/7  “Random  Harvest77 

NASHVILLE Beats  “Thousands  Cheer/7  77 A Guy  Named  Joe77 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. . . . Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo/7  “Random  Harvest77 

CANTON Beats  “Two  Girls  and  a Sailor/7  “Mrs.  Parkington“ 

READING Beats  “Thousands  Cheer/7  “Two  Girls  and  a Sailor77 

CHARLESTON,  W.VA.  . . Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo/7  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover77 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL Beats  “Two  Girls  and  a Sailor/7  'Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo77 

WILLIAMSPORT,  PA.  . . . Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo/7  “Random  Harvest77 

JAMESTOWN,  PA Beats  “A  Guy  Named  Joe/7  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover77 

EASTON,  PA Beats  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo/7  “Bathing  Beauty77 

BANGOR,  MAINE Beats  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover/7  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo77 

MEADVILLE,  PA Beats  “Random  Harvest/7  “Thousands  Cheer77 

KANSAS  CITY Beats  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover/7  “Bathing  Beauty77 

LOUISVILLE . Beats  “Random  Harvest/7  “A  Guy  Named  Joe77 

HARTFORD Beats  “Thousands  Cheer/7  “Random  Harvest77 

HARRISBURG Beats  “Random  Harvest/7  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover7' 

GENEVA Beats  “Thousands  Cheer/7  “Random  Harvest77 


PLAY  SAFE!  KEEP  YOUR 
DATE  BOOK  WIDE-OPEN! 

THE  HOLD-OVER  ATTRACTION  THAT  BUILDS  FROM  COLOSSAL  TO  GIGANTIC! 

(and  still  another  from  M-G-M/  Turn!) 


M 


**"?»** 


The  new  M-G-M  challenger  to  follow 
“Meet  Me  In  St.  Loui$“  is  “National  Velvet, “ 
also  in  Technicolor!  Another  giant  at  the 
Box-Office,  it  set  the  biggest  week’s  gross  in 
Music  Hall  history  during  its  long  run  there. 
And  now  in  all  its  First  dates  across  America 
it  is  doing  truly  CHAMPION  business! 


BEAT  EVERY  RED  CROSS  MARK 
GOAL  OF  NATION'S  THEATRES 


Hope  to  Double  Last  Year 
Total  of  $6,793,060  As 
War  Needs  Increase 

NEW  YORK — Theatre  men  throughout  the 
nation  are  looking  forward  with  eagerness  to 
the  motion  picture  industry’s  Red  Cross  War 
Fund  week,  March  15-21,  for  they  know  that 
they  are  best  qualified  to  bring  home  to  the 
public  the  incomparable  work  of  the  Red 
Cross,  serving  troops  on  all  the  battlefronts 
of  the  world. 

That  the  nation’s  theatres  are  best  quali- 
fied to  do  the  job  has  been  amply  demon- 
strated in  past  campaigns,  all  of  which  have 
been  highly  successful.  The  aim  is  to  make 
this  year’s  campaign  the  greatest  of  them  all. 
With  Germany  in  its  death  throes  and  fight- 
ing fanatically,  the  casualties  to  our  boys  are 
more  severe  than  ever  before.  The  closer  we 
get  to  the  Japanese  homeland,  the  greater 
the  toll  among  our  troops. 

Clarion  Call  to  Showmen 

Last  year’s  collections  reached  $6,793,060.04. 
This  year  the  aim  is  to  double  that  figure. 

The  showman  is  being  called  upon  to  dip 
into  his  experience  as  a leader  in  all  com- 
munity projects,  and  once  more  demonstrate 
his  ability  to  put  the  campaign  over  with 
a bang.  Herewith  are  presented  some  ideas 
and  stunts  which  have  been  used  with  con- 
spicuous results  in  past  Red  Cross  cam- 
paigns. These,  plus  the  individual  showman’s 
ingenuity  and  ability  to  improvise,  should 
result  in  what  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national 
campaign  chairman,  demands:  The  greatest 
Red  Cross  week  ever! 

A prerequisite  for  a smashing  campaign  is 
a colorfully  decorated  theatre.  Showmen 
should  not  spare  the  horses  in  arranging  for 
the  use  of  valances,  banners,  streamers,  stills 
and  ushers’  sashes.  Red  Cross  displays  should 
be  placed  in  conspicuous  spots.  Fasten  a col- 
lection container  to  the  bond  booth  to  col- 
lect odd  change  from  the  sale  of  war  stamps. 

Local  Red  Cross  chapters  will  be  glad  to 
furnish  volunteers  to  assist  in  making  the 
collections  in  the  theatre,  and  to  be  of  help 
in  every  possible  way.  Managers  harassed  by 
lack  of  help  can  also  enlist  the  aid  of  AW  VS 


NEVER  WAS  THE  NEED  SO  GREAT. 


— From  Kansas  City  Star 


workers,  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts  and  other  vol- 
unteer groups. 

Campaigns  should  be  opened  wherever  pos- 
sible with  all  the  fanfare  and  color  that  can 
be  secured.  A military  parade,  in  which  all 
civic  groups  will  be  glad  to  lend  a hand,  will 
get  showmen  off  to  a flying  start.  Com- 
munities located  near  an  army  camp  will 
have  the  complete  cooperation  of  the  post 
commander  for  whatever  equipment  and  spe- 
cial material  is  necessary. 

Theatres  with  stage  shows  can  put  on  Red 
Cross  tableaux  in  which  the  ingenuity  of 
the  showman  can  be  given  free  rein.  An- 
other good  spot  for  the  staging  of  these 
tableaux  is  on  amateur  night  or  on  special 
vaudeville  nights.  Past  campaigns  have 
proven  that  during  collections,  screens  should 
not  be  blank.  A Red  Cross  slide  should  be 
employed,  and  some  transcribed  patriotic 
music  should  be  played. 


Showmen  Called  to  Delve 
Into  Past  Experience  and 
Adopt  New  Ideas 

In  the  1944  Red  Cross  drive  more  than  a 
third  of  the  nation’s  exhibitors  had  combat 
veterans  of  all  branches  of  the  service  in 
their  theatres  to  explain  the  work  of  the  Red 
Cross.  These  veterans  make  a tremendous 
impression  on  all  audiences,  and  have  proven 
a most  valuable  stimulus  to  collections. 

Many  Families  Touched  by  War 

There  is  hardly  a family  in  the  country 
that  has  not  been  touched  in  some  personal 
way  by  the  war.  Therefore,  no  polished  ora- 
tors are  required  among  the  service  men 
speakers.  Just  have  the  boys  tell  in  ordinary 
conversational  tones  what  the  Red  Cross 
means  and  has  meant  to  them  abroad.  The 
Red  Cross  is  in  contact  with  the  army,  navy 
and  marine  corps  at  all  times,  and  has  up- 
to-the-minute  information  on  the  records 
of  men  who  have  returned  from  the  fighting 
fronts.  Exhibitors  will  find  that  the  boys 
themselves  are  anxious  to  help.  In  addition 
to  the  army,  navy  and  marines,  men  should 
be  chosen  from  the  coast  guard  and  merchant 
marine  to  give  the  stories  the  widest  pos- 
sible appeal.  These  personal  appearances 
will  obtain  the  greatest  emotional  response 
from  theatre  audiences. 

One  enterprising  showman  in  last  years’ 
campaign  used  lifelike  mannikins,  authentic 
equipment  and  uniforms  in  staging  a lobby 
display  showing  how  plasma  is  administered 
to  wounded  soldiers  on  the  battlefield.  The 
equipment  and  uniforms  were  promoted,  and 
the  display  served  as  a forceful  reminder  to 
patrons  as  they  entered  the  theatre  or  passed 
the  outside  lobby. 

A stunt  that  went  over  well  in  a past  drive 
was  the  presentation  of  a pantomime  skit 
stressing  the  importance  of  the  blood  donor 
work  of  the  Red  Cross.  The  skit  showed  in 
capsule  dramatic  form  a father  bidding  good- 
bye to  his  army-bound  son.  The  father  then 
went  immediately  to  the  local  American  Red 
Cross  blood  donor  center,  and  donated  a pint 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


NATIONAL  RED  CROSS  LEADERS — Industry  committee  in  charge  of  1945  collection.  Left  to  right — Bernard  M.  Kamber,  as- 
sistant to  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  distributor  chairman;  Maj.  L.  T.  Thompson,  national  executive  coordinator;  John  J.  O’Connor,  home 
Office  contributions;  Harry  Mandel,  national  publicity  codirector;  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national  chairman;  Leon  J.  Bamberger, 
national  campaign  director;  Herman  Robbins,  trailers  and  accessories;  Henderson  M.  Richey,  meeting  arrangements;  E.  M.  Schnitzer, 
assistant  to  Sears;  S.  Barrett  McCormick,  national  publicity  codirector;  Arthur  M.  Brilant,  national  publicity  coordinator. 
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Theatres  Out  to  Beat 
All  Red  Cross  Marks 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

of  blood.  The  end  of  the  scene  showed  the 
father’s  blood  being  administered  to  a wound- 
ed soldier  on  the  battlefield. 

One  exhibitor  ran  a special  scrap  paper 
morning  show,  at  which  only  persons  bring- 
ing 25  pounds  of  waste  paper  were  admitted. 
The  paper  was  subsequently  sold  to  a paper 
mill  and  the  money  realized  from  this  trans- 
action was  donated  to  the  Red  Cross. 

A novel  idea  for  stimulating  organizational 
incentive  in  the  campaign  was  used  to  ad- 
vantage by  the  publicity  director  of  a large 
circuit.  Letters  received  from  former  local 
film  men  who  were  then  in  the  service,  and 
who  had  seen  the  Red  Cross  in  operation  on 
the  fighting  fronts,  were  reproduced  for  every 
theatre  employe  in  the  Red  Cross  campaign. 

A stunt  which  proved  popular  in  last  year’s 
campaign  and  which  should  have  even  wider 
application  in  the  current  drive  was  the  wear- 
ing of  the  Red  Cross  lapel  button  as  an  ear- 
ring by  the  ladies.  The  tab,  when  bent  up- 
ward, makes  a clasp  to  fit  the  ear,  and  is 
an  attractive  and  novel  ornament. 

Southerner  Gets  Pennies 

An  enterprising  showman  in  a small  south- 
ern town  hit  on  the  idea  of  asking  patrons 
of  his  theatre  if  they  would  prefer  to  con- 
tribute the  pennies  they  received  in  change 
to  the  Red  Cross  campaign.  The  psychological 
effect  of  this  request  was  undeniable,  and 
the  stunt  proved  quite  lucrative. 

Managers  can  contact  the  schools  in  their 
districts  and  have  them  dismiss  classes  one 
afternoon  during  the  week  for  children  who 
would  like  to  attend  a special  Red  Cross 
matinee.  Pupils  would  march  to  the  theatre 
in  a group  to  avoid  the  temptation  of  p’ay- 
ing  hookey.  Admission  could  be  a donation 
to  the  Red  Cross  at  the  door.  Those  chil- 
dren who  might  not  want  to  contribute  would 
observe  the  regular  day’s  program  in  school. 

Cartoons  and  short  subjects  can  be  put  into 
the  programs  for  the  afternoon,  with  the 
theatre  and  staff  donating  their  services  and 
use  of  the  house  for  the  occasion.  Both 
public  and  private  schools  can  be  included 
in  this  stunt. 

There  are  other  stunts — there  are  stunts 
galore,  in  fact.  A little  ingenuity  is  all  that 
is  required  to  elaborate  on  the  foregoing.  The 
Red  Cross  needs  funds  this  year  as  never  be- 
fore, and  the  industry  has  made  a promise  to 
do  its  share.  The  nation’s  showmen,  by  all 
accounts,  will  deliver  that  share,  and  more. 


AMERICAN  RED  CROSS 

HEADQUARTERS 


FAREWELL  IN  PACIFIC  — Arthur 
Mayer,  deputy  commissioner  for  the  Red 
Cross  in  the  Pacific  area,  says  goodby 
to  Stanton  Griffis,  commissioner,  before 
catching  a plane  to  the  United  States  to 
work  in  this  year’s  campaign.  Douglas 
Poteat,  assistant  to  Griffis,  is  on  left. 
Above  the  heads  of  the  trio  is  the  fa- 
miliar symbol  of  the  “greatest  mother  of 
them  all.” 


All  of  N.  Y.  Entertainers 
Enlisted  in  R.C.  Drive 

NEW  YORK — The  entire  entertainment 
industry  in  New  York  has  been  mobilized  into 
a cohesive  unit  for  the  Red  Cross  1945  War 
Fund  of  Greater  New  York.  A committee  has 
been  named  by  Walter  “Red”  Barber,  well- 
known  radio  sports  announcer  and  citywide 
chairman  for  the  campaign.  Mark  Woods, 
Blue  Network  president,  is  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  William  Feinberg,  secretary 
of  Local  802.  American  Federation  of  Musi- 
cians, is  vice-chairman. 

Woods,  in  accepting  the  chairmanship,  de- 
clared that  the  formation  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee to  participate  in  the  citywide  cam- 
paign for  $21,187,000,  slated  to  open  March  15, 
marks  the  first  time  that  the  entire  industry 
has  been  brought  together  for  a united  com- 
munity effort. 

“The  objective  of  the  Red  Cross  commit- 
tee of  the  entertainment  industry  will  be  to 
secure  the  largest  contributions  ever  recorded 
for  the  Red  Cross  in  the  New  York  enter- 
tainment field,”  Woods  said. 


Last  Minute  Campaign  Ticklers 


NEW  YORK — Theatre  men  throughout  the 
nation  have  been  urged  by  S.  Barret  McCor- 
mick and  Harry  Mandel  national  publicity 
directors,  to  check  all  the  details  in  their  - 
campaigns  for  the  motion  picture  industry’s 
1945  Red  Cross  War  Fund  week,  March  15-21. 
Additional  help  and  information  for  exhibi- 
tors can  be  obtained  from  area  public  rela- 
tions directors. 

Following  are  the  outstanding  reminders 
for  the  nation’s  showmen: 

(1)  Have  you  arranged  for  theatre  decora- 
tions, valances,  banners,  flags,  burgees,  etc.? 

(2)  Did  you  get  your  gratis  Red  Cross  kit 
with  a 40x60,  a 30x40  and  midget  cards? 

(3)  Are  you  all  set  for  collections,  includ- 
ing your  volunteer  workers,  a trained  staff, 
Red  Cross  slide  and  special  events? 

(4)  Are  you  using  the  advertising  slugs? 

(5)  Did  you  receive  the  Red  Cross  trailer 
and  have  you  arranged  for  an  opening  day 
parade? 

(6)  Are  your  war  heroes  lined  up  to  make 


appeals  and  did  you  get  an  official  proc- 
lamation from  the  mayor,  borough  president 
or  governor? 

(7)  Have  you  obtained  radio  cooperation, 
and  will  your  newspaper  run  a special  edi- 
torial? 

(8)  Have  you  contacted  your  local  Red 
Cross  chapter? 

(9)  Are  you  holding  a children’s  matinee 
and  do  you  have  a container  at  the  boxoffice? 

(10)  Are  you  living  up  to  your  pledge  and 
has  your  staff  contributed  100  per  cent? 

(11)  Have  you  any  school  tieups,  such  as 
poster  contests? 

(12)  Have  you  shown  the  Red  Cross  short 
and  are  you  doing  everything  in  your  power 
to  make  this  Red  Cross  drive  the  best  ever 
held  in  your  theatre? 

And,  to  make  it  a “baker’s  dozen,”  have 
you  caught  the  enthusiasm  necessary  to 
make  a success  of  the  campaign  in  this,  the 
greatest  year  of  need? 


Drive  Leaders  Plead 
For  All-Qul  Effori 

NEW  YORK — Three  important  industry 
figures  have  asked  for  exhibitors  aid  in  mak- 
ing the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  drive  a mem- 
orable one.  They  are  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  na- 
tional chairman:  Arthur  L.  Mayer,  deputy 
Red  Cross  commissioner  for  the  South  Pa- 
cific area,  who  returned  to  this  country  to 
help  in  the  advance  campaign,  and  S.  H. 
Fabian,  theatres’  division  chairman  of  the 
War  Activities  Committee. 

Rathvon,  in  a letter  addressed  to  theatre 
owners  and  managers,  says,  in  part: 

“Again  the  Red  Cross  has  called  upon  our 
industry.  Again  national  committees  have 
been  organized.  Again  you  are  asked  to  take 
collections  in  your  theatre.  But — this  year 
the  need  is  greater  than  ever  before.  No 
matter  what  the  fortunes  of  war  may  be 
the  job  of  the  Red  Cross  in  1945  will  be 
vastly  expanded.  The  splendid  results  of  the 
1944  Red  Cross  theatre  collection — $5,501,450 
— must  be  topped  by  a substantial  margin.” 

While  theatre  collections  netted  five  and 
one-half  millions  last  year  other  industry 
gifts  brought  the  grand  total  to  $6,793,060, 
it  was  pointed  out. 

Mayer  Tells  of  Pacific 

“For  years,”  wrote  Mayer,  “I  have  been 
hearing  about  the  Red  Cross,  speaking  about 
it,  giving  a little — much  too  little — to  it,  and 
actually  knowing  nothing  about  it.  For  the 
past  few  months,  however,  it  has  been  my 
rare  good  fortune  to  see  the  Red  Cross  in 
action,  with  its  white  and  red  banner  float- 
ing close  behind  Old  Glory  wherever  American 
lives  are  in  danger  and  wherever  American 
boys  can  be  helped.” 

After  giving  a first-hand  account  of  the 
Red  Cross  ministrations  on  the  fighting 
fronts,  Mayer  concluded: 

“Through  our  theatres  we  have  the  privilege 
of  carrying  the  message  of  the  Red  Cross 
to  our  patrons,  who  are  the  American  peo- 
ple. I hope  in  the  coming  campaign  we  will 
carry  this  message  with  an  intensity  never 
before  equaled. 

“When  the  special  Red  Cross  subject  ‘See- 
ing Them  Through’  is  released  by  the  War 
Activities  Committee  please  play  it,  regard- 
less of  inconvenience,  at  every  perform- 
ance. The  boys  out  here  (in  the  South  Pa- 
cific base  command)  are  suffering  greater 
inconvenience. 

“At  every  show  during  the  drive  week, 
please  ask  your  patrons  to  give,  urge  your 
employes  to  give  and  give  freely  yourselves. 
The  boys  out  here  are  giving  even  more 
freely.  I know  the  great  hearts  and  bound- 
less patriotism  of  American  motion  picture 
exhibitors.  The  greatest  industry  in  the  world 
will  not  fail  the  greatest  charity  in  the 
world.” 

Collect  Every  Show,  Fabian  Asks 

Fabian  said  in  part: 

“The  Red  Cross  needs  your  showmanship 
and  salesmanship  which  have  been  so  gen- 
erously and  patriotically  employed  in  so  many 
activities  during  the  national  emergency.  In 
the  same  spirit  in  which  appeals  have  been 
made  to  you  for  all  the  patriotic  efforts  that 
our  industry  has  undertaken  in  the  war  ef- 
fort, appeal  again  is  being  made  for  the  Red 
Cross  so  that  a collection  at  every  show  in 
every  theatre  in  the  U.S.  will  bring  in  an 
even  greater  amount  this  year  than  ever 
before.” 

Meanwhile,  key  executives  who  made  flying 
trips  to  nine  different  districts  to  conduct 
meetings  of  industry  workers  have  returned 
to  their  home  cities.  These  executives  carried 
copies  of  the  appeals  to  the  exhibitors  made 
by  Rathvon,  Mayer  and  Fabian. 

They  also  had  a special  manual,  prepared 
by  Henderson  M.  Richey,  chairman  of  meet- 
ing arrangements,  which  outlined  all  plans. 
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BOXOFFICE  MAGAZINE  PRINTS  THIS  ROXOFFICE  NEWS! 


Red  Cross  Drive — March  15-2 1 ! 
Watch  For  Press  Book!  Use  It! 


jjr-  M-G-M's  “THE  SHOOTING  OF  DAN  McGOO," 

ihe  Technicolor  sequel  to  “Red  Hot  Riding  Hood" 
started  off  Washington's  Birthday  with  18  ter- 
rific test  bookings!  Get  it  now  while  it's  Red  Hot! 


Leo  Planning  to  Make  Cartoon  Sequel 
For  Popular  "Red  Hot  Riding  Hood" 


NEW  YORK — Exhibitors  who  booked  and 
rebooked  Metro’s  most  popular  cartoon  t$ 
date,  “Red  Hot  Riding  Hood,”  will  be  gk 
to  learn  that  a sequel  is  soon  to  be  releasee 

The  original  had  the  greatest  number  of 
bookings  of  any  M-G-M  short  subject  in 
its  18-year  history-over  15,000.  It  is  expect- 
ed that  it  will  garner  3,000  more  bookings 
before  its  popularity  wanes. 

In  addition  to  setting  a new  record  for 
bookings,  this  cartoon,  produced  under  the 
direction  of  Fred  Quimby  and  released  in 
May  1943,  created  a new  cartoon  character 
“Red.” 

Since  the  release  of  “Red  Hot  Riding  Hood” 
the  M-G-M  studios  have  been  swamped 
with  requests. 


~ 1 1 meppHiw  i ii  ^ed”  and  the  W 
will  be  irrMetro’s  forthcoming  Technicolor 
cartoon,  “The  Shooting  of  Dan  McGoo,’ 
in  which  the  former  will  be  seen  as 

ratage 

voice  recites"  tire  famous  Robert  W.  Service 
poem,  a travesty  in  which  “Red”  figures  is 
enacted. 

The  voice  of  Imogene  Lynn,  featured  solo- 
ist with  Artie  Shaw’s  new  orchestra  is  heard 
singing  “Put  Your  Arms  Around  Me  Honey.” 

The  studio  plans  to  present  “Red”  in 
modernized  versions  of  story  book  charac- 
ters. In  “Swingshift  Cindy”  she  will  be  a 
modern  Cinderella,  who  is  a rug-cutter,  while 
in  “Uncle  Tom’s  Cabana”  she  will  play 
Little  Eva,  a swingster  from  the  bayous. 


Get  ready 
boys  for 

THE  SHOOTING 
OF  DAN  McGOO! 


Red  Cross  War  Fund  Press  Book 
Is  Bulging  With  Showmanship 


NEW  YORK — The  Red  Cross  press  book 
issued  to  17,000  U.S.  exhibitors  for  the  in- 
dustry’s 1945  Red  Cross  War  Fund  week, 
March  15-21,  inclusive,  is  a practical  manual 
of  ideas  and  information,  according  to  theatre 
managers  who  have  received  their  copies 
and  availed  themselves  of  the  suggestions 
therein.  It  covers  every  angle  of  theatre 
showmanship  necessary  to  put  this  campaign 
ahead  of  any  previous  drive,  is  the  con- 
sensus of  exhibitor  opinion. 

The  press  book  begins  its  useful  career  as 
soon  as  it  is  removed  from  its  envelope,  for 
wrapped  around  the  folded  book  is  a die- 
cut  cardboard  jacket  designed  to  fold  up, 
when  the  book  is  withdrawn,  into  an  at- 
tractive Red  Cross  collection  container.  A 
dramatic  three-color  cover,  telling  exhibitors 
the  drive  is  their  “biggest  job  this  year,” 
leads  into  a page  of  messages  by  leaders  of 
the  campaign. 

Pictures  Tell  the  Story 

Following  a page  of  praise  for  the  Red 
Cross  by  America’s  military  and  naval  lead- 
ers, with  portraits  and  quotes,  comes  a page 
of  pictures  illustrating  the  work  of  the 
organization.  The  exhibitors  may  take  these 
pages  directly  out  of  the  book  and  use  them 
as  part  of  the  theatre’s  Red  Cross  lobby 
display. 

Detailing  ways  to  get  the  money  rolling 
in  with  suggestions  for  activities  before  and 
during  collections,  the  book  continues  its 
coverage  of  Red  Cross  selling  angles,  start- 
ing with  the  use  of  a striking  Red  Cross 
trailer  starring  Ingrid  Bergman  which  may 
be  obtained  gratis  from  National  Screen. 
Follow  four  pages,  graphically  illustrated, 
of  exploitation  ideas  for  special  events  and 
displays.  Another  practical  enclosure  to  be 
found  in  the  book  is  a sheet  of  colorful  Red 
Cross  stickers,  which  may  be  pasted  on  col- 
lection containers. 

The  press  book  then  highlights  two  pages 
of  advertising  material  and  theatre  decora- 
tions, including  the  free  National  Screen  mat 
of  Red  Cross  ad  slugs,  the  four  display  posters 
contained  in  the  special  Red  Cross  kit,  and 
the  burgee  streamers,  valances  and  ushers’ 
badges,  all  of  which  may  be  ordered  from 
National  Screen. 

Publicity  for  the  Press 

Publicity  stories,  spot  announcements  and 
editorials  are  provided  for  newspapers  and 
radio.  Theatre  men  will  find  a complete  list 
of  national  committee  members,  exchange 
area  exhibitor  and  publicity  chairmen,  and 
district  members  of  the  distributors’  division. 
As  a final  clincher  the  press  book  furnishes 
a check  list  of  last-minute  reminders  sum- 
marizing the  total  work  necessary  to  “Make 
the  ’45  Red  Cross  Drive  the  Best.”  The  back 
cover  is  devoted  to  a reproduction  of  the 
striking  “citation”  the  National  Committee 
plans  to  award  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
drive  to  every  exhibitor  who  has  given  full 
cooperation  to  the  1945  Red  Cross  drive. 


Ft.  C.  Drive  Head  Urges 
Pledges  Be  Sent  In 

New  York — To  get  100  per  cent  pledge 
card  returns  from  the  17,000  exhibitors 
participating  in  the  industry’s  1945  Red 
Cross  War  Fund  week,  N.  Peter  Rathvon, 
national  chairman  for  the  drive,  makes 
the  following  appeal: 

“I  urge  those  few  remaining  theatre 
managers  who  have  not  as  yet  mailed  in 
their  pledge  cards  to  their  area  chairmen 
to  sign  the  pledge  promptly  and  to  mail 
it  in  immediately.” 


APPEALING  — Starring  Ingrid  Berg- 
man, a striking  Red  Cross  trailer  is  avail- 
able from  all  National  Screen  Service  ex- 
changes. There  is  no  cost.  Showmen  ev- 
erywhere say  the  trailer  is  one  of  the 
most  appealing  to  ever  appear  on  the 
screen.  It  is  a “must”  for  the  coming 
campaign. 

Some  Areas  Reporting 
100?7o  R.  C.  Pledges 

NEW  YORK — Exhibitors  in  Conecticut  and 
upper  New  York  state  recorded  100  per  cent 
pledges  in  the  Red  Cross  drive  in  meetings  at 
New  Haven  and  Albany.  Meanwhile  at  meet- 
ings in  Salt  Lake  City,  Des  Moines  and  Cin- 
cinnati, exhibitors  and  exchange  men  prom- 
ised to  contribute  their  utmost  to  making 
the  campaign  a huge  success. 

Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners  general  sales 
manager;  Maj.  Leslie  Thompson  of  RKO  The- 
atres and  Lieut.  Alexander  E.  Sable  were  the 
speakers  at  the  Albany  meeting,  held  at  the 
Ten  Eyck. 

Seventy-five  Connecticut  theatre  owners  at- 
tended the  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Talt  in  New 
Haven.  In  addition  to  Kalmenson  and  Major 
Thompson,  speakers  included  Maj.  James  H. 
Townsend;  I.  J.  Hoffman,  state  chairman; 
Harry  F.  Shaw,  state  co-chairman,  and  Prof. 
Theodore  Sizer  of  Yale  University. 

Speakers  at  the  Salt  Lake  City  powwow 
included  Herman  Wobber,  Charles  L.  Walker, 
co-chairman  of  the  distributors’  committee; 
Mayor  Earl  J.  Glade,  Bob  Garland,  WAC  co- 
chairman;  Jacob  A.  Kahn  and  Verne  B. 
Thorpe,  local  Red  Cross  representatives; 
Frank  H.  Smith,  distributors’  co-chairman, 
and  John  Rugar,  Utah  WAC  co-chairman. 
Pledges  totaling  168  were  reported. 

D.  C.  Kennedy,  distributor  chairman  at  Des 
Moines,  reported  305  pledges  in  hand  and  72 
more  expected.  Three  war  heroes  spoke,  laud- 
ing the  work  of  the  Red  Cross.  Martin  G. 
Smith  and  Edward  M.  Schnitzer  represented 
the  national  committee. 

Ninety-five  per  cent  of  Cincinnati  area 
exhibitors  were  represented  at  the  meeting 
in  the  Variety  Club.  Principal  speakers  were 
S.  H.  Fabian  and  Abe  Montague.  Guests  in- 
cluded Jose  Iturbi,  concert  pianist,  and  Mayor 
James  Garfield  Stewart. 


Exhibition  Chairmen 
For  R.C.  Are  Named 

NEW  YORK — N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national 
industry  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign, has  appointed  the  following  exchange 
area  exhibitor  chairmen.  The  listing  is  ac- 
cording to  exchange  area: 

Albany,  C.  J.  Latta;  Atlanta,  R.  B.  Wilby 
and  O.  C.  Lam;  Boston,  Samuel  Pinanski  and 
Nathan  Yamins;  Rhode  Island,  Ed  Fay;  Buf- 
falo, Robert  T.  Murphy;  Charlotte,  H.  F. 
Kincey;  Chicago,  John  Balaban  and  Jack 
Kirsch;  Cincinnati,  Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld 
and  P.  J.  Wood;  Cleveland,  Meyer  Fine  and 
P.  J.  Wood;  Dallas,  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Henry 
Reeve  and  Don  Douglas;  Denver,  Rick  Rick- 
etson. 

Des  Moines,  A.  H.  Blank;  Detroit,  Earl 
Hudson  and  Ray  Branch;  Indianapolis,  Marc 
Wolf;  Kentucky,  Freeman  Smith;  Kansas 
City,  Elmer  Rhoden;  Los  Angeles,  Charles 
P.  Skouras;  Memphis,  M.  A.  Lightman;  Mil- 
waukee, Harold  Fitzgerald;  Minneapolis, 
John  Friedl;  New  Haven,  I.  J.  Hoffman;  New 
Orleans,  E.  V.  Richards;  New  York,  Fred  J. 
Schwartz  and  Samuel  Rinzler;  northern  New 
Jersey,  Harry  Lowenstein  and  Frank  Damis; 
Oklahoma  City,  L.  C.  Griffith;  Omaha,  Wil- 
liam Miskell;  Philadelphia,  Earl  W.  Sweigert 
(includes  Delaware). 

Pittsburgh,  M.  A.  Silver  and  M.  Finkel; 
Portland,  Ore.,  O.  J.  Miller;  St.  Louis,  Harry 
Arthur;  Salt  Lake  City,  Sam  L.  Gillette;  San 
Francisco,  B.  V.  Sturdivant  and  Roy  Cooper; 
Seattle,  Frank  Newman  and  J.  M.  Hone; 
Washington,  D.  C.,  John  J.  Payette  and  Car- 
ter Barron;  Maryland,  I.  J.  Rappaport;  Vir- 
ginia, W.  J.  Crockett. 

Outside  of  the  continental  United  States: 
Alaska,  Homer  Garvin;  Puerto  Rico,  Robert 
O.  Schoham;  Virgin  Islands,  V.  Fredericksen, 
and  St.  Thomas,  Clarence  Payne. 

20th  Plans  Two  Films 
Of  a Factual  Nature 

HOLLYWOOD — In  a departure  from  rou- 
tine motion  picture  production,  20th-Fox  will 
produce  two  major  films  that  are  to  be  en- 
tirely based  on  fact.  Announcement  of  the 
forthcoming  factual  dramas  was  made  by 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  who  revealed  that  his  deci- 
sion was  motivated  by  the  enthusiastic  pub- 
lic reception  of  “The  Fighting  Lady,”  naval 
documentary,  filmed  in  Technicolor  and  dis- 
tributed by  Zanuck’s  company. 

Louis  de  Rochemont  has  been  set  to  pro- 
duce the  pair  of  pictures:  “Now  It  Can  Be 
Told,”  the  story  of  the  FBI’s  counter-espion- 
age activities  during  wartime;  and  “Boomer- 
ang” from  the  story  by  William  Chambliss, 
which  reveals  how  the  untried  civilian  adapts 
himself  to  the  exigencies  of  naval  warfare. 

“We  are  going  to  produce  both  of  these 
pictures  as  if  they  were  out-and-out  factual 
films,”  Zanuck  said  in  announcing  produc- 
tion plans.  “We  will  tell  a personal  story  in 
both  pictures,  using  important  boxoffice 
personalities  in  the  key  roles,  but  these  per- 
sonalities are  going  to  be  handled  as  though 
they  were  merely  unknown  actors  picked  be- 
cause they  fit  the  roles. 

“We  feel  that  we  can  establish  a new  type 
of  picture  that  has  the  realism  of  ‘The 
Fighting  Lady,’  and  which  will  also  have  a 
strong  line  and  boxoffice  names.  However, 
the  great  value  of  the  pictures  will  come 
from  the  fact  that  they  are  perfect  reproduc- 
tions of  something  that  actually  occurred. 

“It  is  my  belief  that  by  following  this  policy 
we  can  have  top  boxoffice  attractions  and 
achieve  a realism  never  before  reached  in  mo- 
tion pictures.” 


Corday  Gets  Lead  in  "The  Falcon" 

Rita  Corday  was  handed  a new  RKO 
contract  and  the  feminine  lead  in  “The 
Falcon  in  San  Francisco.” 
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Union  Clash  Halls 
Studios  in  Mexico 

By  DON  PEPE 

MEXICO  CITY — The  cessation  of  work  at 
all  Mexican  studios  here  extended  into  its 
second  week  with  the  Ass’n  of  Producers  still 
awaiting  action  by  President  Camacho  to  di- 
rect a settlement  of  union  disputes.  The 
producers  have  announced  that  no  new  pic- 
ture will  be  started  or  the  ones  in  production 
finished  until  the  president  intervenes  in  the 
controversy  and  assures  federal  cooperation 
in  effecting  peace. 

Players’  union  differences  came  to  a head 
a few  weeks  ago  when  the  two  leading  native 
actors,  Cantinflas  and  Jorge  Negrete,  came 
into  open  conflict  over  union  policies  and  the 
former  resigned  as  a member  of  the  executive 
board.  Later  the  two  stars  patched  up  their 
differences,  but  the  union  decided  to  stop  all 
activities  until  the  interunion  dispute  is  set- 
tled. 

The  work  cessation  is  costing  the  local  film 
industry  at  least  125,000  pesos  daily,  it  is 
figured. 

The  situation  took  a graver  aspect  when 
a union  leader  accused  of  being  an  ac- 
complice of  the  former  union  head,  Senor 
Soltis,  assaulted  Cameraman  Gilberto 
Figueroa. 

Among  the  pictures  now  in  production  held 
up  by  the  walkout  is  Cantinflas’  own,  “Seis 
Dias  con  el  Diablo”  (Six  Days  With  the 
Devil).” 


Roy  Rogers  Rodeo  Tour 
Lasts  Until  May  20 

NEW  YORK — Roy  Rogers,  Republic’s  cow- 
boy star,  is  slated  to  make  personal  appear- 
ances in  four  key  cities  in  the  U.S.  and  one 
in  Canada  during  April  and  May  as  part  of 
a Spring  Rodeo  tour. 

Rogers  will  open  at  the  Uline  Arena  in 
Washington  for  a week’s  engagement  April 
12.  Other  dates  are  at  the  Arena  in  Cleve- 
land, April  21-28;  Duquesne  Gardens  in  Pitts- 
burgh, April  30-May  5;  Maple  Leaf  Gardens 
in  Toronto,  May  7-12,  and  the  Auditorium  in 
Providence,  May  15-20. 


PARTNERS  TWO  — Joseph  Engel, 
right,  Republic’s  Philadelphia  manager, 
visits  the  North  Hollywood  studio  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  company’s  established 
policy  of  having  branch  and  district  man- 
agers become  better  acquainted  with  pro- 
duction. He  is  shown  here  with  Bill 
Elliott,  whose  marked  popularity  has 
earned  for  him  the  title  role  in  the  forth- 
coming big-budget  production,  “The 
Fabulous  Texan.” 
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G.  I.  HONEYMOON  (Mono)— That  time-hon- 
ored premise— the  constantly-interrupted 
honeymoon — which  has  been  the  basis  of 
countless  comedies,  herein  is  garbed  in 
modern  khaki,  which  new  dress,  aided  and 
abetted  by  solid  production  and  adequate 
performances,  enables  it  to  gloss  the  stig- 
ma of  formula.  While  the  film  seldom  at- 
tains hilarity,  there  is  a steady  flow  of 
chuckles  engendered  by  situations  and  dia- 
log. Gale  Storm,  Peter  Cookson,  Arline 
Judge,  Frank  Jenks,  Jerome  Cowan.  Direct- 
ed by  Phil  Karlstein. 

HOTEL  BERLIN  (WB)— Timely,  loaded  with 
suspense,  produced  with  a strong  cast  and 
backed  with  an  outstanding  advertising 
campaign  that  keeps  the  headlines  fresh  in 
mind,  this  picture  ought  to  be  an  outstand- 
ing boxoffice  attraction.  The  story  is  right 
up  to  the  minute,  with  the  principal  char- 
acters all  sensing  the  coming  doom  of  the 
Nazis.  Even  as  the  story  proceeds  the 
panicky  Germans  have  to  hurry  to  the  air 
raid  cellars  from  time  to  time.  Helmut 
Dantine,  Andrew  King,  Raymond  Massey, 
Faye  Emerson,  Peter  Lorre.  Peter  Godfrey 
directed. 

These  reviews  will  appear  in  full  in 
a forthcoming  issue  of  Boxoffice. 

Tess  Slesinger,  Noted 
Script  Writer,  Dies 

HOLLYWOOD — Tess  Slesinger,  scenarist, 
short-story  writer  and  novelist,  died  in  the 
Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital  after  a six 
months’  illness.  Author  of  “The  Times  So 
Uncertain  Are”  and  “Unpossessed,”  Miss 
Slesinger  came  to  M-G-M  as  a script  writer 
and,  in  1936,  married  Frank  Davis,  film 
editor,  writer  and  producer.  Their  screen 
adaptation  of  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn” 
is  now  playing  at  the  Roxy  Theatre,  New  York 
City. 

A graduate  of  Ethical  Culture  School  and 
the  Columbia  School  of  Journalism,  Miss 
Slesinger  was  assistant  fashion  editor  of  the 
Herald-Tribune,  and  assistant  literary  critic 
for  the  Evening  Post,  both  in  New  York. 
Besides  her  husband,  a daughter,  Jane,  a 
son,  Peter,  and  her  parents,  Miss  Slesinger 
leaves  three  brothers. 

Mullin  Named  Bay  State 
Seventh  Loan  Chairman 

BOSTON — Martin  J.  Mullin  has  been 
named  Massachusetts  state  chairman  for  the 
forthcoming  Seventh  War  Loan  by  Samuel 
Pinanski,  national  chairman  for  the  indus- 
try. Mullin  is  also  WAC  chairman  of  the 
New  England  theatres  division. 

As  state  chairman  for  the  Seventh  War 
Loan,  Mullin  will  head  the  bond  selling  ac- 
tivities of  more  than  400  theatres.  About  90 
per  cent  of  the  state’s  theatres  are  issuing 
agents  for  the  treasury  department.  Plans 
are  already  being  made  to  conduct  war  bond 
premieres,  kiddie  shows,  free  movie  days, 
bond  rallies  and  other  special  events  on  a 
greater  scale  than  in  any  previous  drives. 


Depinet  Ordered  to  Bed 

HOLLYWOOD — Due  to  fatigue  brought  on 
by  recent  activities  for  the  war  effort  and 
the  Red  Cross  drive,  Ned  Depinet,  RKO  sales 
head,  was  ordered  to  bed  for  ten  days  at  the 
Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital  here. 


Republic  Ouilook  Rosy, 
H.  J.  Yates  Declares 

NEW  YORK — Herbert  J.  Yates  sr.,  Republic 
president,  returned  from  a four-week  visit  to 
the  coast  studios  and  predicted  the  company 
would  see  the  biggest  year  in  its  history  dur- 
ing 1945.  “Republic  will  produce  some  of  the 
industry’s  biggest  pictures  this  year,”  he  de- 
clared. 

Basing  his  confidence  on  the  excellent  pro- 
duction facilities  at  the  North  Hollywood 
studios,  Yates  was  enthusiastic  about  the 
production  and  star  talent  now  on  the  roster. 
Describing  the  studio’s  production  facilities, 
Yates  pointed  out  that  there  were  13  major 
sound  stages  and  seven  auxiliary  stages.  He 
spoke  of  the  high  quality  music-recording 
and  dubbing  stage,  fitted  out  with  the  latest 
equipment. 

Commenting  further  on  the  producing-di- 
recting  contracts  with  Frank  Borzage  and 
Alfred  Santell,  Yates  said  they  were  to  be 
followed  by  other  production  and  talent  agree- 
ments now  in  process  of  negotiation.  Yates 
himself  will  act  only  in  an  executive  capacity. 
He  said  budgets  on  top  productions  would  be 
flexible,  increasing  from  the  million  and  one- 
half  figure  set,  if  the  subject  matter  war- 
ranted the  tilt. 

R.  G.  Sidney  Appointed 
Eagle-Lion  Controller 

NEW  YORK — R.  G.  Sidney,  recently  asso- 
ciated with  United  Artists,  has  been  ap- 
pointed head  statistician  and  sales  controller 
of  Eagle-Lion  Films,  according  to  Arthur 
W.  Kelly,  president  of  the  latter  corporation. 
Sidney  begins  his  duties  with  the  Kelly  or- 
ganization immediately. 

With  UA  for  17  years  as  statistician  in 
the  contract  department,  on  his  resignation 
Sidney  received  a gold  wrist  watch  in  recog- 
nition of  his  long  services. 


Gladys  and  June  to  "Early  to  Wed" 

Gladys  Cooper  and  June  Lockhart  have 
been  added  to  the  cast  of  Metro’s  “Early  to 
Wed.” 


CHECK  INTO  “MY  PAST”— Leslie 
Fenton,  producer-director,  left,  and  Fred 
MacMurray,  star  of  newly-formed  Mu- 
tual Productions,  check  the  script  of  their 
first  venture,  “Pardon  My  Past,”  an 
original  comedy  by  Patterson  McNutt 
and  Harlan  Ware,  with  screenplay  by 
Karl  Kamb.  “Pardon  My  Past”  will  be 
shot  on  the  General  Service  lot  with  a 
tentative  shooting  date  of  March  12  set. 
United  Artists  will  release. 
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BULLETIN — It  took  twenty  years,  and  far 
more  than  that  number  of  producers,  to 
set  records  for  Broadway’s  Astor  Theatre, 
but  it  took  only  one  week  for  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  “THE  PRINCESS  AND  THE 
PIRATE”  to  break  them. 

At  the  close  of  business  on  Thursday, 
February  15,  the  new  Bob  Hope  starrer 
was  thousands  of  dollars  ahead  of  any 
other  picture’s  box-office  total  for  any 
week  in  the  theatre’s  history.  What’s 
more,  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  day,  the 
previous  record  had  been  broken  and 
every  dollar  of  the  seventh  day’s  business 
was  that  much  extra. 

The  remarkable  business  at  the  Astor 
puts  “THE  PRINCESS  AND  THE  PIRATE” 
in  a unique  light.  The  Astor  has  long  been 
the  showplaceof  Broadway  and  the  quality 
of  its  pictures  has  always  been  as  high 
as,  or  higher  than,  that  of  any  theatre  in 
the  United  States. 

“THE  PRINCESS  AND  THE  PIRATE”  is 
released  by  RKO  Radio  Pictures. 


By  AL  SHERMAN 


Fuel  Shortage  May  Force 
Further  Bans  by  WMC 

Despite  the  fact  that  War  Mobilization  Di- 
rector James  Byrnes  has  stated  his  satisfac- 
tion over  the  cooperation  proffered  him  by 
the  amusement  industry  and  other  businesses 
following  the  midnight  closing  edict,  there  is 
a possibility  that  even  more  stringent  rulings 
may  follow  if  the  fuel  shortage  continues  to 
remain  acute. 

A WPB  statement  indicating  that  the  mu- 
nitions output  has  fallen  off  for  January,  al- 
though a rise  had  been  expected,  and  blam- 
ing this  loss  on  the  fuel  shortage,  may  bring 
about  other  fuel  conservation  measures  un- 
less the  midnight  ban  shows  an  appreciable 
improvement  in  natural  gas  and  coal  sup- 
plies in  critical  areas. 

A WPB  spokesman,  in  commenting  on  this 
report,  stated  that  the  need  for  increased  pro- 
duction is  becoming  more  and  more  pro- 
nounced as  the  war  progresses  and  while  the 
necessity  for  amusement  and  retail  operations 
are  admitted,  it  was  felt  that  war  needs  are 
paramount  at  this  time.  Thus,  if  the  fuel 
shortage  continues,  along  with  other  factors, 
to  cut  down  war  materiel  production,  there  is 
a possibility  that  the  WPB  will  ask  Byrnes  to 
apply  other  stringent  rulings  to  make  up  the 
loss.  While  the  measures  proposed  still  are 
only  in  the  discussion  stage,  there  is  every 
likelihood  that  a one-day  shutdown  for  thea- 
tres, department  stores,  schools  and  other 
public  establishments  is  in  the  offing,  in  addi- 
tion to  continuance  of  the  midnight  ban. 

Another  factor  that  enters  to  a great  de- 
gree in  the  war  production  loss  is  the  acute 
manpower  shortage.  In  the  WPB  report,  as 
prepared  by  Hiland  G.  Batcheller,  WPB  chief 
of  operations,  it  was  stated  that  “now,  for  the 
first  time  in  several  months,  the  manpower 
shortage  is  felt  as  a problem  which  affects 
war  production  in  general.  Heretofore,  it 
has  been  a problem  only  in  certain  specific 
parts  of  the  production  program;  now  it  is  a 
factor  in  a growing  percentage  of  war  pro- 
duction. To  some  extent,  even  the  fuel  and 
transportation  difficulties  which  affected 
January  production  were  directly  related  to 
the  manpower  problem,  since  they  would 
have  been  less  crippling  in  their  effects  had 
there  been  sufficient  workers.” 

Meantime,  the  WMC  has  been  entrusted 
with  the  enforcement  of  the  Byrnes  midnight 
closing  edict.  Despite  rumors  concerning  a 
lifting  of  the  ban  for  film  theatres,  it  is  quite 


definite  that  the  only  exemptions  to  the  rul- 
ing will  be  entertainment  places  approved  by 
military  authorities  and  sponsored  by  re- 
sponsible agencies  on  a nonprofit  basis.  Other 
establishments  must  close  at  midnight,  ex- 
cept, of  course,  restaurants  customarily  stay- 
ing open  all  night.  Violators  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  retain  employes  on  the  premises  ex- 
cept maintenance  workers.  The  WMC  will 
ask  local  mayors  and  local  enforcement 
agencies  for  aid  in  cracking  down  on  Byrnes 
edict  violators. 

CBS  Television  "Warning" 

Riles  Officials  of  FCC 

Officials  of  the  FCC  are  reportedly  quite 
annoyed  at  CBS  because  of  a news  release 
issued  by  the  latter  radio  network  urging  the 
public  to  beware  of  purchasing  television  sets 
“that  soon  may  be  obsolete.”  It  was  felt  at 
FCC  headquarters  that  the  government 
agency  had  been  placed  in  an  unfair  light 
by  this  release,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  FCC,  in  its  own  report  on  frequency 
allocations,  had  recommended  such  precau- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  public. 

Meantime,  the  network’s  insistence  upon 
higher  frequencies  for  television  because  its 
own  experiments  in  that  field  have  made  pos- 
sible better  detail  in  televised  pictures,  is  not 
causing  as  much  excitement  as  is  the  CBS 
contention  that  no  frequencies  be  assigned  to 
proposed  theatre  television  and  subscription 
radio  services.  Despite  the  CBS  claim  that 
these  services  could  be  made  available  to  the 
public  by  leased  wire,  it  was  felt  here  that 
any  final  allocation  of  frequencies  would  see 
theatre  television  definitely  assigned. 

Enemy  Alien  Film,  Radio 

Patents  Are  Available 

Among  the  45,000  enemy  patents  held  by  the 
alien  property  custodian  which  now  are  being 
made  available  to  American  manufacturers 
and  other  interests,  are  patents  covering 
many  devices  in  motion  pictures  and  radio,  it 
was  learned. 

The  alien  property  custodian  has  published 
two  sets  of  abstracts  of  the  45,000  enemy 
patents  now  available.  These  patents  may 
be  licensed  by  United  States  citizens  on  a 
nonexclusive  royalty-free  basis  for  the  life 
of  the  patent,  unless  already  exclusively  li- 
censed to  American  interests  prior  to  seizure 
by  the  custodian.  Approximately  8,000  pat- 
ents already  have  been  licensed,  with  applica- 


tions for  licenses  pending  on  5,000  more. 

While  the  abstracts  cost  $25  a set,  an  index 
showing  class  titles  and  prices  may  be  ob- 
tained without  charge  by  writing  to  the  alien 
property  custodian,  311  Field  Bldg.,  Chicago, 
111.  Sections  of  the  abstracts  dealing  with 
any  one  subject  are  obtainable  at  propor- 
tionate cost. 

Offer  U.S.  Film  Equipment 
In  Foreign  Surplus  Disposal 

Motion  picture  equipment  as  well  as  radio 
equipment  are  among  the  surplus  properties 
that  will  be  offered  for  disposal  through  the 
newly  organized  office  of  army-navy  liquida- 
tion, it  was  learned  here.  The  new  surplus 
disposal  agency  was  set  up  by  the  surplus 
property  board  to  facilitate  unloading  surplus 
stocks  in  foreign  countries. 

Under  the  regulations  set  up,  the  growing 
volume  of  surplus  material  in  noncombat 
areas  will  be  disposed  of  through  the  new 
liquidation  commissioner  who  will  be  em- 
powered to  make  any  sales  necessary.  How- 
ever, none  of  the  equipment  offered  will  be 
sold  for  resale  in  the  U.S. 

Ah,  Variety!  Oh,  Politics! 

Ah,  Jones!  Oh,  Truman! 

If  you’re  trying  to  read  anything  signifi- 
cant, politically  speaking,  in  the  fact  that 
the  former  commerce  secretary,  Jesse  Jones, 
graced  the  same  dais  as  Vice-President  Harry 
S.  Truman,  forget  it.  It  seems,  according  to 
the  behind-the-scenes  boys,  that  Jones  re- 
membered he  was  an  honorary  member  of 
Washington’s  Variety  Club  and  so  decided, 
after  several  years  of  absence,  to  be  on  hand 
at  a function  honoring  the  new  vice-president. 
The  fact  that  Truman,  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
also  is  president  of  the  senate,  may  or  may 
not  have  had  anything  to  do  with  Jones’s  be- 
lated interest  in  Variety  Club  and  in  the 
luncheon.  Anyway,  Jones  came  along,  was 
given  a seat  on  the  dais;  photographers  took 
due  note  of  the  historic  occasion  and  flash- 
bulbs popped  accordingly.  After  all,  it  isn’t 
often  that  a secretary  of  commerce — even  an 
ex-secretary — shows  up  at  a Variety  shindig. 

It  was  a nice  party,  filled  with  Valentine 
sentiment — but  its  political  significance  may 
be  described  as  nil.  Unless,  of  course,  Jones 
wants  to  use  some  of  those  pictures  to  prove 
that  he  and  Truman  are  really  good  pals. 

Ex-Vice-President  Henry  Wallace,  who  is 
President  Roosevelt’s  appointee  to  take  Jones’s 
long-held  job  as  secretary  of  commerce — isn’t 
saying  anything  at  all  about  this. 

I've  Heard: 

That  William  Berger,  SAG  attorney 
who  appeared  at  the  NLRB  hearing  here, 
is  very,  very  angry  at  rival  Lawyer  Alex- 
ander Schullman  of  the  SPU — and  for 
good  reason,  too; 

That  Bob  Pruitt,  Variety  Club’s  hard- 
working and  efficient  steward,  finds  his 
whisky  sours  being  talked  about  even  in 
Hollywood,  to  judge  from  one  visiting 
film  star’s  comments  at  the  club  the  other 
day; 

That  Charlie  Stofberg’s  pretty  wife, 
Ann,  now  is  the  capable  office  manager 
of  the  new  Municipal  Theatre; 

That  Renee  Muto,  who  has  been  doing 
a grand  job  at  the  local  Hays  office,  has 
resigned. 

It's  My  Guess: 

That  the  FCC’s  final  report  on  fre- 
quency allocations  will  cause  television 
stocks  to  bounce  skyhigh; 

That  the  WMC  will  declare  theatre 
operation  an  essential  industry; 

That  Columbia,  Universal  and  United 
Artists  will  be  given  a clean  bill  of  health 
in  the  government’s  antitrust  suit. 


VICE-PRESIDENT  A MEMBER — Vice-President  Harry  Truman  on  the  dais  at 
the  Washington  Variety  Club  luncheon  where  he  was  made  an  honorary  member. 
Behind  the  microphone  is  Carter  T.  Barron,  first  assistant  national  chief  barker, 
and,  on  his  left,  Commissioner  J.  Russel  Young  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
Jesse  Jones,  until  recently  chairman  of  the  RFC  and  secretary  of  commerce. 
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American  Seating  in 
NTSCo.  Sales  Tiein 

NEW  YORK — Better  service  is  the  keynote 
of  the  current  joint  announcement  by 
American  Seating  Co.  and  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  that  the  two  companies  have  com- 
pleted a cooperative  arrangement  to  be  opera- 
tive immediately. 

According  to  the  announcement  the  co- 
ordination of  outstanding  resources  will  make 
possible  new  economies  in  manufacture  and 
distribution  which  will  be  of  direct  benefit 
to  theatre  owners  in  the  form  of  improved 
service  and  better  values  in  the  supplying 
and  servicing  of  their  theatre  seating  require- 
ments. 

The  sales  and  service  functions  of  the  new 
combined  operations  will  be  handled  by  the 
28  district  offices  established  from  coast  to 
coast  by  NTSCo.  operating  in  conjunction 
with  the  ASC  theatre  chair  specialists,  oper- 
ating from  their  many  public  seating  offices 
throughout  the  country. 

The  facilities  of  the  ASC’s  factory  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  are  now  being  utilized  to  a 
great  extent  in  the  production  of  important 
war  products.  Approximately  3,000  persons 
are  turning  out  large  quantities  of  tank  seats, 
seats  for  Victory  and  Liberty  ships,  seats  for 
the  Thunderbolt  and  other  aircraft,  as  well 
as  large  quantities  of  wood  and  metal  air- 
plane wings,  fuselages  and  other  parts.  As 
might  be  expected  under  these  conditions,  a 
great  many  things  are  being  learned  as  new 
processes  and  new  equipment  of  various  types 
are  being  employed.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
pointed  out,  important  developmental  and 
distribution  problems,  including  the  seating 
needs  of  the  theatre  industry,  are  being  given 
full  attention. 

Both  concerns  are  looking  forward  to  and 
preparing  for  the  time  when  their  combined 
sizable  manufacturing,  distribution  and  serv- 
ice facilities  can  be  applied  to  the  task  of 
fulfilling  the  postwar  needs  of  theatre  trade. 

Profits  of  Monogram 
On  an  Upward  Trend 

HOLLYWOOD — Consolidated  net  profits  of 
Monogram  Pictures  Corp.  and  its  subsidi- 
aries for  the  six  months  ending  Dec.  30,  1944, 
after  all  charges,  but  before  provision  for 
federal  income  and  excess  profit  taxes, 
amounted  to  $196,006.22,  according  to  an  an- 
nouncement by  W.  Ray  Johnston,  president. 
This  compares  with  $147,651.32  for  the  same 
period  of  1943.  Provision  for  federal  income 
and  excess  profit  taxes,  after  deducting  post- 
war refund,  was  $128,163.93  for  the  last  six 
months  of  1944,  as  compared  with  $99,637.00 
for  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year,  com- 
puted on  a comparable  basis. 

Net  consolidated  profits  after  all  charges, 
including  provision  for  federal  income  and 
excess  profit  taxes  for  the  six-month  period 
amounted  to  $67,842.29,  as  compared  with 
$48,014.32  for  the  same  period  in  1943,  adjusted 
to  a comparable  basis.  Domestic  film  sales 
for  the  six-month  period  ended  December 
30,  1944,  show  an  increase  of  43  per  cent  over 
1943,  and  a comparison  of  foreign  film  sales 
shows  an  increase  of  61  per  cent  for  the  same 
period. 

British  Studio  Men  Here 
To  Learn  U.S.  Methods 

NEW  YORK — Jack  Harris,  cutter,  and  John 
Dennis  and  Desmond  Dew,  sound  men,  ar- 
rived here  from  England,  en  route  to  Holly- 
wood where  they  will  work  at  United  Artists, 
learning  American  methods  first-hand.  Fol- 
lowing their  stay  in  the  film  capital,  the 
British  technicians  will  return  to  J.  Arthur 
Rank’s  producing  units  in  England. 


ONLY  Vm  DAY* 
WORLD  PR6W1ERE 


WELCOME  TO  THE  CITY  OF  MACON.  GA. 


BIG  DOINGS  IN  MACON— Opening  of 
“God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  was  an  outstand- 
ing civic  event  in  the  home  town  of  the 
author,  Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott.  Top:  Gath- 
ering of  citizens  in  front  of  the  welcom- 
ing platform.  Next:  Alan  Hale  (left), 
Janis  Paige  (center)  and  Dennis  Mor- 
gan (right)  are  met  by  Mayor  William 
Hartsfield  of  Atlanta  (second  from  left) 
and  Mayor  Charles  Bowden  of  Macon. 
Next:  Mayor  Bowden  (left)  presents  12- 
foot  key  to  city  to  Morgan,  Miss  Paige 
and  Hale,  with  Mrs.  Robert  Lee  Scott 
and  Colonel  Scott  holding  up  right  end. 
Bottom:  Snapped  at  reception  in  At- 
lanta, 1-r:  Mayor  Bowden,  Henry  G. 
Krumm,  Warners’  Atlanta  branch  man- 
ager; William  K.  Jenkins,  president  of 
L&J  Theatres,  and  Ralph  L.  McCoy, 
southern  district  manager  for  Warners. 

At  left:  Jenkins  and  Mort  Blumenstock, 
Warners’  eastern  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  3,  1945 


27 


7 


with  rhythm!... 


with  romance j 


uM 


L0«'S^?3»kC' 

71  CfS«4 

’&££' — 7 

^•SSA 

1 0r\lt%  aR^ 

h'L2i«-**-’w*' 


*<£ 


k 


\ 


VS 


♦ 1 % 


- 


1 

1 m : 
- 


Ls-y 


/a 


*s 


o*cwj££-  w IBMffTMff-AWHW® 
no  EVE  ARDW  • ERNEST  TREEX  • MM 

RADIO 

Sfil®  . „•  ,„j  . ,nuM  u ai 


■■  Y 


BOBERTBEWlEr 


# Screen  Play  by 
Lawrence  Kimble 


A 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 


Universal  Establishes  Advisory 
Board  for  Production  Activities 

To  facilitate  studio  operations,  Universal 
has  established  an  advisory  board  to  give 
over-all  supervision  to  production  activities. 
The  board  is  headed  by  Cliff  Work,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  studio,  and 
its  personnel  include  executives  representing 
all  activities  within  the  organization.  In 
setting  up  the  new  body,  several  promotions 
were  made.  Dan  Kelley,  who  has  been  in 
charge  of  talent,  writers  and  directors,  as- 
sumes a new  executive  post.  He  will  act  as 
liaison  between  the  advisory  board  and  all 
the  producers.  Robert  Speers,  Universal’s 
casting  director,  succeeds  Kelley  as  executive 
in  charge  of  talent  and  directors.  Announce- 
ment of  a successor  to  Speers  will  be  made 
later. 

The  advisory  board  includes  Martin  Mur- 
phy, studio  and  production  manager;  George 
Bole,  production  executive;  Edward  Muhl, 
associate  executive;  John  Joseph,  national  di- 
rector of  publicity  and  advertising,  and  Har- 
old Brewster,  comptroller,  in  addition  to 
Kelley  and  Speers. 

Bole  will  coordinate  the  activities  of  the 
following  production  executives;  Edward 
Dodds,  Robert  Faber,  Ben  Piver,  Milton 
Schwarzwald  and  Howard  Welsch. 

Dan  Cupid  Has  Blocked  a Series 
Of  Warners'  "Janie"  Pictures 

Dan  Cupid,  whose  activities  figure  in  vir- 
tually every  motion  picture,  has  kicked  a pro- 
posed series  of  films  right  off  the  production 
agendum  of  Warner  studio.  The  Burbank 
film  foundry  has  decided  to  abandon  its  plans 
for  a series  of  “Janie”  pictures  as  the  result 
of  Joyce  Reynolds’  retirement  from  the 
screen.  Studio  executives  are  weighing  an 
idea  now  of  launching  a new  series  to  be  based 
on  another  American  girl  character  named 
“Pamela.” 

Warners  had  planned  to  film  “Janie  Gets 
Married”  and  other  stories  based  on  same 
character,  but  has  dropped  the  idea  with  Miss 
Reynolds’  decision  to  join  her  husband,  Lieut. 
Robert  Lewis,  USMC,  at  Quantico,  Va. 

Mickey  Rooney's  Film  Future 
Settled  by  Metro  Contract 

Determined  is  the  film  future  of  Mickey 
Rooney,  which  was  something  of  a question 
mark  on  the  Hollywood  horizon  at  the  time 


the  young  star  left  to  don  khaki.  A new  con- 
tract has  been  negotiated  between  Metro  and 
Rooney,  Inc.,  whereby  Mickey  will  remain  on 
Leo’s  Thespic  roster.  The  contract  provides 
for  seven  yearly  options,  the  first  of  which 
can  be  exercised  after  his  discharge  from  the 
armed  forces. 

Subject  to  the  performance  of  his  motion 
picture  obligations,  Rooney  is  permitted  lim- 
ited radio  and  personal  appearance  rights. 
An  arrangement  has  also  been  made  under 
which  the  studio  can  require  him  to  discon- 
tinue his  radio  activities.  Rooney  is  now 
serving  in  the  European  war  theatre  as  a 
private. 

“I  Love  a Mystery"  Reaction 
Has  Brought  About  a Series 

Reaction  to  “I  Love  a Mystery,”  Columbia 
detective  film  based  on  the  radio  program 
bearing  that  tag,  has  decided  the  studio  to 
embark  on  a series  using  the  same  two  main 
characters  as  the  air  show.  The  second  “I 
Love  a Mystery”  will  be  produced  by  Wallace 
MacDonald,  who  also  did  the  first,  and  the 
chief  characters  will  probably  be  enacted 
again  by  Jim  Bannon,  of  the  studio  contract 
roster,  and  Barton  Yarborough,  who  was  in 
the  original  radio  cast. 

Michael  Todd  Launching  His  Own 
Motion  Picture  Production  Film 

Periodically  during  the  past  two  to  three 
years,  Hollywood  railbirds  have  ventured  the 
guess  that  Michael  Todd,  phenomenally  suc- 
cessful Broadway  play  producer,  was  to 
launch  his  own  motion  picture  production 
company.  Such  reports  now  are  graduated 
from  the  rumor  class.  Todd,  currently  in  Hol- 
lywood, has  purchased,  for  a reported  $200,- 
000,  the  screen  rights  to  Edna  Ferber’s  latest 
best  seller,  “Great  Son.”  He  told  BOXOFFICE 
that  he  plans  to  make  it  as  his  initial  mo- 
tion picture  venture,  just  as  soon  as  condi- 
tions permit.  It  will  be  produced  with  a sub- 
stantial budget  and  for  major  company  re- 
lease, on  which  Todd  at  present  is  dealing. 

Indications  are  that  the  film  will  be  made 
for  either  Paramount  or  20th-Fox,  with  which 
latter  company  he  has  been  associated  in 
some  of  his  stage  successes  and  which  has 
purchased  the  screen  rights  to  some  of  his 
plays.  Todd  plans  to  open  and  staff  a Hol- 
lywood office  within  the  next  few  months. 

Another  impressive  newcomer  to  the  in- 
dependent production  field  is  Sam  Bischoff, 


HONOR  30- YEAR  WORKER — When  Los  Angeles  Filmrow  paid  honor  to  Mrs. 
Betsy  Bogart,  who  retired  at  the  age  of  65  after  30  active  years  in  the  film  busi- 
ness, prominents  of  production,  distribution  and  exhibition  assembled  for  the  heart- 
warming event.  Here  the  cameraman  caught,  left  to  right,  Harry  M.  Warner, 
Mrs.  Bogart,  Charles  P.  Skouras. 


for  years  one  of  the  film  capital’s  most 
prominent  producers,  who  recently  resigned 
from  Columbia’s  production  staff.  Bischoff 
has  announced  that  he  will  hang  out  his  own 
shingle  just  as  soon  as  his  last  chore  at  Co- 
lumbia studio  is  completed.  His  releasing  af- 
filiation has  not  been  announced  . . . An- 
other veteran,  Jack  Moss,  has  signed  an  in- 
dependent production  deal  with  George  Ab- 
bott by  which  the  pair  will  make  a screen 
version  of  “Snafu,”  Abbott’s  successful  Broad- 
way play.  It  will  be  made  for  distribution 
by  Columbia. 

Pressburger  Is  Off  to  Paris 
To  Get  Setting  for  "Vidocq" 

Casting  and  creative  chores  which  revealed 
forthcoming  films  not  previously  announced: 

Arnold  Pressburger  has  gone  to  Paris  for 
the  setting  for  his  next  film,  a starring  story 
for  George  Sanders  in  “Vidocq,”  a comedy- 
adventure  piece  based  on  the  life  of  the 
French  capital’s  famous  police  prefect  . . . 
“Saga  of  Harold  Diddlebock”  has  been  se- 
lected as  the  first  picture  starring  Harold 
Lloyd  to  be  produced-  for  United  Artists  by 
Preston  Sturges. 

Tito  Guizar,  Veloz  and  Yolanda,  and  Aurora 
Miranda  were  signed  by  Columbia  to  appear, 
along  with  Jinx  Falkenburg,  in  a big-scale 
musical  entitled  “Rendezvous  in  Rio.” 


Only  a Trio  of  Sales  Reported 
On  Hollywood's  Story  Mart 

No  one  grew  uncomfortably  fat  in  Holly- 
wood’s story  marts.  Peddlers  of  literary  ma- 
terial for  future  picture  production  had  but 
three  sales  to  report. 

“Banned  in  Boston,”  an  original  screen  ro- 
mantic comedy  by  Craig  Rice  and  Jerry  Hor- 
win,  was  acquired  by  Metro  and  assigned  to 
George  Haight  to  produce.  Scheduled  for 
early  production,  the  yarn  concerns  a blue- 
blooded,  bluenosed  Boston  authoress  . . . 
James  B.  Cassidy,  stage  producer  and  new- 
comer to  the  ranks  of  indie  film  makers, 
bought  the  screen  rights  to  Louis  Browne’s 
novel,  “See  What  I Mean?”  The  yarn,  a best 
seller  of  a few  months  ago,  deals  with  cultism 
in  Los  Angeles  and  the  dangers  of  intoler- 
ance that  spring  from  such  activities.  Be- 
cause of  its  timeliness,  he  will  make  the 
picture  ahead  of  his  previously-announced 
“Green  Mansions.” 

“So  Dark  the  Night,”  an  original  story  by 
Aubrey  Wisberg,  was  purchased  by  Columbia 
to  form  the  basis  of  the  fifth  film  in  the 
Whistler  series  of  mystery  thrillers  starring 
Richard  Dix.  Rudolph  Flothow  has  been  as- 
signed to  produce. 

UA  Sets  Start  of  One  Feature; 

Also  Announces  Pair  of  Others 

, i 

United  Artists  news  of  the  week  was  high- 
lighted by  the  setting  of  a starting  date  for 
one  feature  and  the  announcement  of  two 
others.  Charles  Chaplin,  UA  producer  and 
owner,  revealed  that  he  has  selected  “Mon- 
sieur Bluebeard”  as  the  title  of  the  long- 
planned  feature,  the  script  of  which  has  been 
completed  for  some  time,  and  that  the  pic- 
ture will  go  before  the  cameras  early  in  April. 

A Russian  comedy  extravaganza,  to  be 
filmed  in  Technicolor,  based  on  Merle  Armi- 
tage’s  humorous  novel,  “Post  Caviar,”  was 
announced  by  Arthur  Ripley  and  Rudolph 
Monter  as  their  second  picture  to  be  made 
for  Vanguard  Films.  It  will  follow  Thomas 
Wolfe’s  “Look  Homeward,  Angel,”  which  is 
scheduled  for  an  early  start.  “Post  Caviar” 
is  the  story  of  a Russian  opera  and  ballet 
troupe  which  finds  itself  stranded  in  Seattle, 
after  having  come  to  the  United  States  soon 
after  the  last  war.  The  producers  announced 
they  plan  to  sign  many  of  the  top  Russo- 
American  comedians  for  leading  roles  in  the 
picture.  David  Boehm  has  finished  the  screen 
treatment  for  the  new  film. 
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WARNER  BROS.’  TRADE  SHOWINGS  OF 

Vicki  Baum’s 

HOTEL 


MONDAY,  MARCH  12th,  1945 


CITY 

PLACE  OF  SHOWING 

ADDRESS 

TIME 

Albany 

Warner  Screening  Room 

79  N.  Pearl  St. 

12:30  P.M. 

Atlanta 

RKO  Screening  Room 

191  Walton  St.  N.W. 

2:00  P.M. 

Boston 

RKO  Screening  Room 

122  Arlington  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Buffalo 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

464  Franklin  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

Charlotte 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

308  S.  Church  St. 

10:00  A.M. 

Chicago 

Warner  Screening  Room 

1307  So.  Wabash  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Cincinnati 

RKO  Screening  Room 

Palace  Th.  Bldg.  E.  6th 

8:00  P.M. 

Cleveland 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2300  Payne  Ave. 

8:00  P.M. 

Dallas 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

412  S.  Harwood  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Denver 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

2100  Stout  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Des  Moines 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1300  High  St. 

12:45  P.M. 

Detroit 

Film  Exchange  Bldg. 

2310  Cass  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Indianapolis 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

116  W.  Michigan 

1:00  P.M. 

Kansas  City 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

1802  Wyandotte  St. 

1:30  P.M. 

Los  Angeles 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2025  S.  Vermont  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Memphis 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

362  S.  Second  St. 

8:00  P.M. 

Milwaukee 

Warner  Th.  Sc.  Rm. 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Minneapolis 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1015  Currie  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Haven 

Warner  Th.  Proj.  Room 

70  College  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Orleans 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

200  S.  Liberty  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  York 

Home  Office 

321  W.  44th  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Oklahoma 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

10  North  Lee  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Omaha 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1502  Davenport  St. 

1:00  P.M. 

Philadelphia 

Vine  St.  Sc.  Room 

1220  Vine  St. 

11:00  A.M. 

Pittsburgh 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1715  Blvd.  of  Allies 

2:00  P.M. 

Portland 

Jewel  Box  Sc.  Room 

1947  N.W.  Kearney 

2:00  P.M. 

Salt  Lake 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

216  East  1st  South 

2:00  P.M. 

San  Francisco 

Republic  Sc.  Room 

221  Golden  Gate  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Seattle 

Jewel  Box  Sc.  Rm. 

2318  Second  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

St.  Louis 

S’renco  Sc.  Room 

3143  Olive  St. 

1:00  P.M. 

Washington 

Earle  Th.  Bldg. 

13th  & E Sts.  N.W. 

10:30A.M. 

WATCH  FOR  THE  PRESS  BOOK!  USE  IT! 
RED  CROSS  DRIVE  — MARCH  15  - 21 


JACK  LONDON’S  MIGHTY 


CLARK 


:°°<r /.  , 


Jack  Oakie  * Directed  by  William  Wellman 


COLLECT  AT  EVERY 
SHOW!  RED  CROSS 
WEEK— MARCH  15-21 


STORY  OF  ADVENTURE 
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Film  Production  Buzzes ; 
45  Features  for  March 


HOLLYWOOD — With  45  pictures  slated  to 
face  the  cameras,  Hollywood  sound  stages 
will  be  humming  busily  during  March,  show- 
ing a marked  increase  from  last  month’s  slim 
schedule.  Rather  than  carry-overs  from 
February,  the  majority  listed  below  are  new- 
ies.  By  studio,  those  ready  to  go  in  March 
include : 

Columbia — “The  Gay  Senorita,”  Arthur 
Dreifuss  directing  for  Producer  Jay  Gorney, 
with  Jinx  Falkenburg  starring;  “Some  Call  It 
Love,”  toplining  Rosalind  Russell  and  Alex- 
ander Hall  megging  for  Producer  Virginia 
Van  Upp;  “Gertie  From  Bizerte,”  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Wallace  MacDonald;  “Rusty,” 
Leonard  Picker  producing  and  George  Sher- 
man directing. 

Metro — “Two  Sisters  From  Boston”  (for- 
merly tagged  “Brighton  Beach”),  with  Kath- 
ryn Grayson,  June  Allyson  and  Jimmy  Du- 
rante, to  be  guided  by  Henry  Koster  and  pro- 
duced by  Joseph  Pasternak;  “This  Strange 
Adventure,”  costarring  Clark  Gable  and 
Greer  Garson,  with  Sam  Zimbalist  and  Vic- 
tor Fleming  respectively  producing  and  di- 
recting. 

Monogram — “Here  Comes  Trouble,”  a Sam 
Katzman-Jack  Dietz  comedy  with  Lew  Lan- 
ders directing  the  cast  headed  by  Shemp 
Howard,  Billy  Gilbert  and  Maxie  Rosenbloom; 
“Sunbonnet  Sue,”  a Scott  R.  Dunlap  picture 
featuring  Gale  Storm  and  Phil  Reagan  with 
Ralph  Murphy  behind  the  meg. 

“Springtime  in  Texas,”  starring  Jimmy 
Wakely  with  Dennis  Moore  and  Lee  “Lasses” 
White;  “Prison  Babies,”  a Joseph  Kaufman 
production;  “Under  Nevada  Skies,”  with 
Johnny  Mack  Brown  toplined  and  Raymond 
Hatton  featured. 

Paramount — “The  Blue  Dahlia,”  starring 
Alan  Ladd,  Veronica  Lake  and  William  Ben- 
dix  with  George  Marshall  directing  and  John 
Houseman  producing;  “Our  Hearts  Were 
Growing  Up,”  to  be  produced  by  Danny  Dare, 
toplines  Gail  Russell,  Diana  Lynn  and  Brian 
Donlevy,  with  William  Russell  directing;  “The 
Stork  Club,”  a B.  G.  De  Sylva  production 
starring  Betty  Hutton  with  Barry  Fitz- 
gerald. 

PRC — “Fire  Patrol,”  an  Alexander-Stern 
production;  “Two  Tickets  to  Heaven,”  to  be 
produced  by  the  company  itself;  “White 
Gorilla,”  with  Sam  Newfield  directing  for 
Producer  Sig  Neufeld;  a Roth-Green-Rouse 
production,  untitled. 

Republic — “Trail  of  Kit  Carson,”  a Stephen 
Auer  production;  “Love,  Honor  and  Good- 
bye,” with  Harry  Grey  as  associate  producer 
and  A1  Rogell  directing;  “Man  From  Okla- 
homa,” toplining  Roy  Rogers  with  Gabby 
Hayes  and  Sons  of  the  Pioneers,  Frank  Mac- 
Donald directs  for  Producer  Lou  Gray;  “The 
Purple  Shadow  Strikes,”  a serial  to  be  pro- 
duced by  William  J.  O’Sullivan  with  co- 
directors Spencer  Bennett  and  Fred  Brannon; 
“The  Tiger  Woman,”  with  Darrell  and  Stuart 
E.  MacGowan  producing  and  Bill  Ford  meg- 
ging; “Mexicana,”  starring  Constance  Moore 
and  Tito  Guizar,  with  Alfred  Santell  as  pro- 
ducer-director; “Colorado  Pioneers,”  a Red 
Ryder  picture  with  Bill  Elliott  heading  the 
cast  which  R.  G.  Springsteen  will  direct  for 
Producer  Sidney  Picker;  “Union  Pacific 
Scouts,”  Tommy  Carr  megs  the  Bennett 
Cohen  production;  “Down  Tahiti  Way,”  to  be 
made  under  supervision  of  Executive  Pro- 
ducer William  O’Sullivan. 

RKO  Radio — “The  Bells  of  St.  Mary’s,”  co- 
starring  Bing  Crosby  and  Ingrid  Bergman 
with  Leo  McCarey  producing  and  directing; 
“Bar  of  Music,”  Warren  Duff  producing  un- 
der executive  supervision  of  Robert  Fellows; 
“The  Lie  Detector”;  “Cornered,”  an  Adrian 


Scott  production  to  star  Dick  Powell;  “Radio 
Stars  on  Parade,”  with  a cast  headed  by 
Wally  Brown,  Alan  Carney  and  Frances 
Langford,  to  be  produced  by  Ben  Stoloff  un- 
der supervision  of  Sid  Rogell,  executive  pro- 
ducer. 

Twentieth-Fox— “Jungle  Marines,”  with 
William  Girard  producing  and  James  Tinley 
directing;  “No  Place  Like  Home,”  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Irving  Starr;  “Command  to  Em- 
bezzle,” starring  Joan  Blondell,  James  Dunn, 
Lloyd  Nolan  and  Gloria  Stuart  with  Walter 
Morosco  producing  and  Louis  King  behind 
the  meg. 

United  Artists — “Duel  in  the  Sun,”  starring 
Jennifer  Jones,  Gregory  Peck  with  Lionel 
Barrymore,  which  David  O.  Selznick  will  pro- 
duce personally  and  King  Vidor  will  direct; 
“Getting  Gertie’s  Garter,”  an  Edward  Small 
production  with  Dennis  O’Keefe,  to  be  di- 
rected by  Alan  Dwan;  “Pardon  My  Past,” 
a Fred  MacMurray  starrer  with  Leslie  Fen- 
ton as  producer-director  for  Mutual  Produc- 
tions. 

Universal — “Once  Upon  a Dream,”  Charles 
Lamont  directs  for  Writers-Producers  Michael 
Fessier  and  Ernest  Pagano,  with  Susanna 
Foster,  Robert  Paige,  Louise  Allbritton  and 
Rod  Cameron  in  the  top  spots;  “Serenade  for 
Murder,”  featuring  Jess  Barker,  with  George 
Blake  as  associate  producer,  William  Beau- 
dine  as  megger;  “House  of  Dracula,”  with 
Associate  Producer-Director  Ford  Beebe  at 
the  helm;  “Uncle  Harry,”  to  be  produced  by 
Joan  Harrison,  directed  by  Robert  Siodmak, 
with  George  Sanders,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald 
and  Ella  Raines  toplining;  “Secret  Agent  X9,” 
a serial  under  supervision  of  Morgan  B.  Cox 
with  Ray  Taylor  and  Lewis  D.  Collins  direct- 
ing. 

Warner  Bros. — “Night  and  Day,”  starring 
Cary  Grant,  Michael  Curtiz  directing  for 
Producer  Arthur  Schwartz;  “Danger  Signal,” 
a William  Jacobs  production  starring  Faye 
Emerson  and  Zachary  Scott  with  Robert 
Florey  directing. 


JOINS  LEATHERNECKS— Maj.  Harry 
W.  Miller,  USMC,  former  M-G-M  sales- 
man in  New  York,  left,  administers  the 
oath  to  Thomas  E.  Rodgers  when  the 
youngest  son  of  M-G-M  vice-president 
and  general  sales  manager,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  joined  the  marines. 


Re-Elect  J.  Don  Alexander 
As  Company's  President 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLO.— Alexander 
Film  Co.’s  business  is  running  40  per  cent 
ahead  of  last  year’s,  it  was  indicated  at  the 
annual  meeting  here,  held  on  Monday  of  this 
week.  J.  Don  Alexander  was  re-elected  as 
president  of  the  company  bearing  his  name, 
and  also  as  head  of  the  AleXitE  Engineering 
Co.,  an  affiliated  company. 

Elections  in  detail: 

Alexander  Film  Co.  directors:  J.  Don  Alex- 
ander, Don  M.  Alexander,  Gertrude  M.  Alex- 
ander, Vernon  A.  Cheever,  William  A.  Thele- 
mann.  Officers:  J.  Don  Alexander,  president; 
Don  M.  Alexander,  vice-president;  Mike  Mc- 
Inaney,  vice-president  in  charge  of  sales;  E. 
B.  Foster,  secretary-treasurer. 

Research  Corp.  directors:  Don  M.  and  J. 
Don  Alexander  and  Cheever.  Officers:  Don 
M.  Alexander,  president;  J.  Don  Alexander, 
vice-president,  and  Foster,  secretary-treas- 
urer. 

AleXitE  Engineering  Co.  directors:  J.  Don 
Alexander,  Don  M.  Alexander,  Cheever.  Offi- 
cers: J.  Don  Alexander,  president;  Don  M. 
Alexander  and  K.  D.  Clark,  vice-presidents; 
Cheever,  second  vice-president;  Byers  Smith, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Directors  and  officers  of  General  Screen 
Advertising  were  elected  at  a recent  meeting 
in  Chicago.  J.  Don  Alexander  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  board,  Don  M.  Alexander, 
vice-president,  and  Reid  Ray,  president. 

R.  P.  Hagen  Making  Swing 
Of  WB  Central  Offices 

NEW  YORK — Manager  R.  P.  Hagen  of 
Warner  Bros,  film  checking  service,  returns 
next  week  from  his  swing  around  the  com- 
pany’s southern  branches,  including  Memphis, 
where  he  installed  W.  C.  Lester  as  field  super- 
visor for  the  Memphis  and  New  Orleans  ter- 
ritories. Lester  succeeds  B.  T.  Burnside,  re- 
cently upped  to  WB  sales  staff. 

Hagen  also  added  H.  E.  Shepherd  to  the 
staff  as  assistant  field  supervisor  for  the 
Memphis-New  Orleans  area.  Other  cities  vis- 
ited by  Hagen  for  confabs  with  supervisors 
included  Indianapolis,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City 
and  Chicago. 

Army-WB  "Burma"  Book 
Depicts  Paratroopers 

NEW  YORK — Warners’  educational  bureau 
has  issued  a 16-page  brochure  on  “Objective, 
Burma!”  with  the  cooperation  of  the  army’s 
parachute  school  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.  Titled 
“The  Story  of  the  Paratroopers,”  the  brochure 
will  go  to  schools,  colleges,  libraries,  commu- 
nity groups  and  other  organizations  for  tieins 
with  local  showings  of  the  picture. 

The  booklet  is  an  attractive  job,  and  in- 
cludes notes  on  the  terrain  of  Burma,  the 
training  of  paratroopers  at  Fort  Benning, 
articles  by  officers  returned  from  many  jump- 
ing missions  in  the  China-Burma-India  the- 
atre of  operations,  and  information  on  the 
filming  of  the  picture. 


NBR  Approves  Shorts  and  Features 

NEW  YORK — National  Board  of  Review 
has  given  rating  of  Selected  Features  to 
“Betrayal  From  the  East,”  RKO;  “The  House 
of  Fear,”  Universal,  and  “Molly  and  Me,” 
20th-Fox.  The  board  commended  the  first- 
named  feature  for  its  “fast  direction”  and 
“considerable  tension,”  accorded  kudos  to  the 
“good  direction”  and  “swell  story”  in  the  Uni- 
versal production,  and  tabbed  the  last-named 
opus  favorably  as  “relaxingly  escapist.”  Short 
subjects  approved  by  the  board  included 
“Brenda  Starr,  Reporter,”  Col;  “Donald’s 
Crime,”  RKO;  “Report  On  Italy,”  MOT;  “100- 
to-1  Shot,”  RKO,  and  “Flicker  Flashback  No. 
5,”  RKO. 
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Balaban  Off  to  Coast 
After  Theatre  Confab 

NEW  YORK — Barney  Balaban,  following  a 
conference  with  Leonard  Goldenson,  R.  M. 
Weitman,  Edward  L.  Hyman,  Max  Fellerman 
and  Joseph  Kinsky,  left  for  Hollywood,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Balaban,  their  daughter, 
Judith,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Weisl.  They 
expect  to  return  in  about  three  weeks. 

Goldenson,  Paramount  vice-president  in 
charge  of  theatre  operations;  Hyman,  director 
of  theatres  in  the  northern  division;  Feller- 
man and  Kinsky,  theatre  department  execu- 
tives, had  just  completed  a round  trip  to 
the  coast.  En  route  they  conferred  with 
Paramount  theatre  associates  in  Detroit,  Chi- 
cago, Salt  Lake  City,  Los  Angeles,  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Phoenix. 

N.  John  Matsoukas  Issues 
Nobel  Speech  Booklet 

NEW  YORK — “Toward  a Permanent  Peace,” 
a compilation  of  addresses  and  comments  by 
international  authorities  edited  by  Nick  John 
Matsoukas,  head  of  the  Skouras  Theatres 
Corp.  war  effort  department,  has  been  is- 
sued as  the  first  publication  of  the  American 
Nobel  Center.  The  center  was  established  to 
stimulate  and  encourage  the  promotion  of 
peace  in  the  postwar  world. 

The  94-page  brochure  was  issued  in  con- 
junction with  the  fourth  anniversary  dinner 
of  the  American  Nobel  prize-winners  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  recently.  One  of  the  reprinted 
articles  is  that  of  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  vice- 
president  of  20th-Fox  and  producer  of  “Wil- 
son.” 

Netter  Leaves  to  Confer 
With  Circuit  Officials 

NEW  YORK — Leon  D.  Netter,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Paramount  Theatres  Service  Corp., 
left  for  Charlotte,  Atlanta  and  Jacksonville 
to  confer  with  Paramount  colleagues.  In 
Charlotte  he  will  attend  the  annual  meeting 
of  North  Carolina  Theatres,  Inc.  H.  F. 
Kincey  is  general  manager. 

He  will  then  proceed  to  Atlanta  for  con- 
ferences with  R.  B.  Wilby,  head  of  Wilby- 
Kincey  Theatres,  and  William  K.  Jenkins, 
president  and  general  manager  of  Lucas  & 
Jenkins  Theatres.  In  Jacksonville  he  will 
confer  with  Frank  Rogers,  president  of  Flori- 
da State  Theatres,  and  B.  B.  Garner,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Paramount  Enterprises  of 
Miami. 

New  Pacts  of  Four  Loew 
Executives  Are  Up  Soon 

NEW  YORK — New  personal  servioe  con- 
tracts for  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  E.  J.  Mannix, 
A1  Lichtman  and  Benjamin  Thau,  each  with 
a pay  ceiling  of  $200,000  annually,  will  come 
up  for  approval  of  Loew  stockholders  on 
March  29.  Upcoming  pacts  would  extend 
Schenck’s  term  of  office  to  Dec.  31,  1949, 
and  those  of  Mannix,  Lichtman  and  Thau, 
respectively,  to  Mar.  1,  1954. 

Also  on  the  agenda  for  stockholders’  ap- 
proval are  a plan  to  split  the  common  stock 
on  a three-for-one  basis,  the  election  of  ten 
directors,  and  an  employe  retirement  plan. 

Lieut.  C.  D.  Stout,  M-G-M 
Shipper,  Dies  in  Action 

NEW  YORK — Lieut.  Cody  D.  Stout,  former 
shipper  at  Metro’s  Charlotte  branch,  has 
been  reported  killed  in  action.  This  brings 
to  six  the  number  of  M-G-M  exchange  em- 
ployes slain  in  combat. 


NAMED  BY  FROMKESS— Bert  Kulick, 
one  of  the  organizers  of  PRC  and  until 
recently  a naval  lieutenant  commander, 
has  been  appointed  general  manager  of 
domestic  distribution  by  Leon  Fromkess, 
PRC  president. 


Foreign  Press  Critics  Pay 
Homage  to  WAC,  Para't 

NEW  YORK — The  Foreign  Language  Press 
Film  Critics’  Circle  awarded  its  annual  scroll 
to  Paramount’s  “Going  My  Way”  as  the  best 
motion  picture  of  1944.  A similar  trophy  went 
to  WAC  for  furnishing  film  entertainment 
to  the  armed  forces. 

Originally  scheduled  for  February  23,  the 
presentation  was  postponed  to  March  2,  so 
that  the  occasion  might  be  broadcast  over 
WNYC.  Speakers  scheduled  to  appear  were 
Newbold  Morris,  president  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  N.  Y.;  Sigmund  Gottlober  of  the 
Critics’  Circle;  Arthur  Israel,  executive  as- 
sistant to  Barney  Balaban;  Francis  Harmon, 
executive  director  of  WAC,  and  William 
Edlin,  editor  of  the  Day,  Jewish  daily. 


Coast  Divisions  Leading 
In  Monogram's  Contest 

NEW  YORK — Latest  standings  in  Mono- 
gram’s $14,350  nationwide  sales  contest  fol- 
low: 

Sales  department — Division  No.  1,  Dallas, 
San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles;  Division  No.  2, 
Charlotte,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati;  Division 
No.  3,  Memphis,  Omaha,  Denver. 

Collection  department — Division  No.  1,  San 
Francisco,  Dallas,  Atlanta;  Division  No.  2, 
Detroit,  Charlotte,  New  Orleans;  Division 
No.  3,  Memphis,  Seattle,  Denver. 

The  contest  ends  March  30. 

Royal  Says  Television 
Not  to  Displace  Films 

NEW  YORK — Television  will  not  displace 
radio,  films  or  the  legitimate  theatre,  says 
John  F.  Royal,  NBC  vice-president  in  charge 
of  television,  in  an  article  in  the  Musical 
Digest. 

“People  who  own  television  sets  in  the  lush 
period  to  come  will  go  out  for  a part  of  their 
entertainment  just  as  they  do  today.  There 
is  a negligible  number  of  unvarying  stay-at- 
homes,”  he  states. 

Royal  says  television  is  good  enough  com- 
mercially on  its  present  standards.  He  says 
it  is  better  than  radio  was  in  the  1920s. 


Comprehensive  Report 
Out  on  6th  War  Loan 

NEW  YORK — Of  the  16,681  motion  picture 
theatres  in  the  United  States,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, Alaskan  and  Hawaiian  territories,  16,- 
200  actively  participated  in  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  drive,  according  to  a comprehensive 
27 -page  report  issued  by  Harry  Brandt,  na- 
tional committee  chairman.  A tabulation  of 
receipts  and  disbursements  shows  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  campaign  availed  itself  of  less 
than  95  per  cent  of  the  allotted  budget. 

The  balance  sheet,  as  of  Dec.  31,  1944,  shows 
receipts  of  $117,483.10;  of  this  amount  $100,- 
000  was  a budget  granted  by  WAC,  the  re- 
mainder being  the  estimated  credit  on  kit 
and  other  collections.  Disbursements  totaled 
$110,873.35,  enabling  the  committee  to  re- 
turn to  WAC  unexpended  funds  estimated 
at  $6,609.75. 

Disbursements  were  as  follows:  advertising 
and  publicity,  $32,508.13;  travel,  $28,123.25; 
Madison  Square  Garden  rally,  $10,449.55; 
Statue  of  Liberty,  Times  Square,  $3,000;  of- 
fice pay  roll,  including  taxes,  $7,488.03;  re- 
cording charges,  $5,154.90;  estimated  costs  yet 
to  be  paid,  $18,500.00.  The  last-named  amount 
includes  screen  advertising  costs  estimated  at 
$5,000;  publication  advertising  agency  charges 
estimated  at  $4,000;  contracted  cost  of  a 
coast-to-coast  broadcast  estimated  at  $3,500, 
and  additional  miscellaneous  expenses  ap- 
proximating $6,000. 

The  report  commends  the  trade  press  for 
devoting  more  space  to  the  Sixth  War  Loan 
drive  than  to  any  previous  similar  enterprise. 
Acknowledgements  are  also  made  to  scores 
of  screen  and  radio  stars  contributing  their 
efforts  to  several  nationwide  broadcasts;  to 
the  Sign  Painters  Union,  Local  230,  for  do- 
nating its  services,  and  to  the  various  com- 
panies putting  their  personnel  at  the  com- 
plete disposal  of  the  committee.  Special 
tribute  is  paid  Pete  Magazzu,  independent 
operator  of  11  Pennsylvania  houses,  for  sell- 
ing $240,000  in  E bonds,  despite  the  fact  the 
largest  gross  of  any  one  of  his  theatres  does 
not  exceed  $400  a week. 

Wanger  Signs  Long-Term 
Contract  With  Universal 

HOLLYWOOD — Walter  Wanger  has  signed 
a new  long  term  contract  to  produce  an 
unspecified  number  of  top  budget  pictures 
for  Universal.  On  the  Universal  lot  for  the 
past  three  years,  Wanger  has  produced  such 
successes  as  “Arabian  Nights,”  “Eagle  Squad- 
ron” and  “Gung  Ho!”  He  currently  has  in 
production  two  Technicolor  productions, 
“Night  in  Paradise”  and  “Salome — Where  She 
Danced,”  the  latter  in  the  editing  stage. 

Wanger’s  first  picture  under  his  new  con- 
tract will  be  “Canyon  Passage,”  a Techni- 
color screen  version  of  a current  Satevpost 
serial  written  by  Ernest  Haycox.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Wanger  and  Haycox  pro- 
duced and  wrote,  respectively,  the  impres- 
sive hit-picture,  “Stage  Coach.” 

More  Leo  Field  Men 
Visiting  New  York 

NEW  YORK— Four  more  M-G-M  field  ex- 
ploiteers  have  arrived  to  spend  a week  con- 
ferring with  various  home  office  executives. 
They  include  Ernest  Van  Pelt,  Salt  Lake 
City  territory;  William  Prass,  Denver;  Aus- 
tin McGough,  Des  Moines,  and  Price  Shoe- 
maker jr.,  Chicago.  J.  O’Connor  of  Omaha, 
scheduled  to  make  the  trip  with  the  others, 
has  postponed  it  until  he  recovers  from 
illness. 

After  a week  here  the  following  have  left 
for  their  field  headquarters:  Ken  Prichett, 
New  Orleans;  A1  Burke,  Charlotte;  Tom 
Baldridge,  Washington,  and  James  Ash- 
craft, Philadelphia. 
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A SUPER  SERIAL  wit 

RICHARD  BAILED  • LINDA  ST 
ROY  BARCROFT  • KENNE  Dl 
FORREST  TAYLOR 


ZORRO'S 

BLACK  WHIP 

A STREAMLINED  SERIAL  wit& 

GEORGE  J.  LEWIS  • LINDA  STIRLING 


I ITriFW  I itti  ret 


If  IT  IS  A REPUBLIC  SERIAL 


A STREAMLINED  SERIAI 

MARTEN  LAMONT  • HELEN  TALBOT 
LEWIS  • LORNA  GRAY 
[AL  TALIAFERRO 


« PURPLE  SHADOW 


ME 


* 


SUPER  SERIAL 

( 

An  all-time  high  in  chapter-play  thrillers,  as 
action  and  adventure  fill  the  screen  in  an 
recedented  tempo  of  excitement.  Suspense- 
nces  one  after  another . . . danger 
abound  and  every  second  holds  a 
surprise. 


ten 


and 


nng 


IT'S  SAieS-SATIONAU 


First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928),  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 


Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis — 


Buffalo  260 

Boston  125 

Des  Moines  105 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  ahove 
or  below  that  mark. 

BOSTON 

BUFFALO 

i 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

— 

CLEVELAND 

I 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DES  MOINES 

DETROIT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

1 

I MILWAUKEE 

1 

I MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

1 

1 PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

SEATTLE 

AVERAGE 

Army  Wives  (Mono) 

100 

100 

105 

115 

100 

100 

90 

100 

140 

106 

Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) 

110 

101 

115 

110 

90 

175 

100 

105 

100 

103 

100 

100 

95 

120 

95 

120 

75 

100 

100 

106 

Brazil  (Rep) 

110 

111 

110 

120 

135 

135 

100 

100 

87 

90 

100 

90 

70 

135 

185 

70 

135 

130 

112 

Dark  Waters  (UA) 

130 

131 

110 

100 

200 

165 

85 

75 

150 

175 

132 

Dead  Man’s  Eyes  (Univ) 

110 

110 

100 

115 

100 

100 

100 

125 

100 

80 

100 

104 

Double  Indemnity  (Para) 

105 

105 

110 

105 

105 

140 

200 

90 

135 

120 

120 

134 

105 

140 

115 

165 

145 

140 

80 

130 

150 

126 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ) 

100 

102 

135 

100 

100 

100 

80 

95 

100 

150 

106 

Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 

100 

200 

120 

70 

140 

115 

130 

100 

165 

130 

160 

130 

Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep) 

100 

97 

120 

100 

100 

120 

100 

100 

100 

100 

90 

102 

Guest  in  the  House  (UA) 

130 

115 

100 

100 

155 

85 

140 

118 

Hangover  Square  (20-Fox) 

125 

150 

105 

115 

175 

134 

Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 

145 

125 

135 

235 

105 

130 

210 

219 

175 

108 

200 

155 

240 

160 

167 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 

130 

169 

120 

130 

123 

140 

190 

160 

130 

120 

150 

150 

110 

150 

122 

200 

135 

260 

115 

150 

160 

190 

150 

House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

115 

102 

110 

105 

120 

140 

100 

120 

100 

205 

175 

150 

129 

I’ll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA) 

115 

135 

213 

125 

150 

200 

195 

180 

164 

In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (20-Fox) 

100 

100 

120 

95 

80 

130 

135 

95 

100 

100 

105 

100 

100 

110 

100 

140 

60 

100 

100 

104 

Jade  Mask,  The  (Mono) 

100 

110 

125 

100 

100 

100 

106 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20-Fox) 

135 

105 

130 

113 

165 

175 

168 

175 

90 

285 

110 

155 

150 

145 

160 

151 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 

120 

88 

115 

175 

95 

98 

85 

100 

96 

125 

100 

90 

135 

109 

Mademoiselle  Fifi  (RKO) 

100 

110 

125 

100 

100 

100 

100 

95 

100 

150 

100 

107 

Man  in  Half  Moon  Street  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

120 

100 

125 

180 

100 

100 

113 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (MGM) 

125 

260 

125 

185 

105 

145 

180 

185 

187 

135 

170 

130 

210 

170 

180 

166 

Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 

125 

90 

100 

128 

100 

115 

100 

160 

175 

175 

127 

Mummy’s  Curse,  The  (Univ) 

100 

100 

135 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

104 

Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

180 

100 

100 

100 

70 

105 

80 

150 

107 

My  Buddy  (Rep) 

100 

100 

110 

100 

100 

100 

85 

95 

150 

100 

104 

National  Barn  Dance  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

135 

95 

100 

95 

105 

100 

100 

100 

100 

105 

110 

50 

120 

101 

National  Velvet  (MGM) 

105 

125 

200 

147 

160 

210 

250 

171 

Nevada  (RKO) 

110 

100 

100 

100 

83 

150 

100 

100 

105 

Objective,  Burma!  (WB) 

120 

100 

175 

100 

225 

105 

138 

Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The  (RKO) 

125 

221 

125 

125 

160 

140 

225 

150 

155 

100 

125 

200 

110 

135 

115 

125 

240 

130 

135 

170 

151 

She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) 

110 

100 

95 

90 

120 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

102 

Song  to  Remember,  A (Col) 

135 

212 

110 

125 

108 

170 

225 

155 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20-Fox) 

121 

110 

185 

110 

157 

100 

165 

150 

160 

180 

140 

120 

150 

142 

Suspect,  The  (Univ) 

128 

110 

185 

120 

100 

100 

85 

180 

115 

160 

128 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 

105 

97 

115 

115 

80 

140 

150 

105 

95 

98 

100 

100 

95 

130 

120 

195 

85 

200 

175 

121 

Thin  Man  Goes  Home,  The  (MGM) 

125 

93 

115 

100 

135 

97 

165 

95 

90 

120 

150 

117 

To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 

155 

193 

115 

125 

130 

190 

115 

175 

200 

100 

170 

125 

235 

255 

130 

220 

200 

167 

Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 

105 

90 

125 

150 

100 

130 

133 

110 

100 

120 

125 

175 

122 

WAVE,  a Wac,  a Marine,  A (Mono) 

100 

97 

110 

125 

100 

100 

105 

100 

100 

70 

110 

125 

75 

100 

120 

102 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The  (RKO) 

105 

214 

100 

125 

110 

145 

110 

115 

170 

175 

100 

150 

122 

220 

130 

150 

175 

150 

143 
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You’re  in  swell  company 
when  you 
meet 


very 

private 

. ..  . 

affair  | 
the  whole 
country 
looked  in 
on. ..and 
laughed  at! 


A COLUMBIA 
PICTURE 


Screen  Play  by 
Monte  Brice 
Produced  by 
WALLACE  MACDONALD 
Directed  by 

OSCAR  BOETTICHER,  Jr. 

KEEP  SELLING  WAR  BONDS! 


§ Sxfafiitwi  Say 


ABOUT  PICTURES 


COLUMBIA 

Dancing  in  Manhattan  (Col) — Fred  Brady, 
Jeff  Donnell,  William  Wright.  Not  much  to  it. 
Played  Tues.,  Wed. — Harry  G.  Baker,  Home, 
New  Lisbon,  Wis.  Small  town  patronage. 

Hey,  Rookie  (Col) — Larry  Parks,  Ann  Miller, 
Joe  Sawyer.  Extra  good  but  a cold  wave 
struck  us  and  the  crowd  didn't  come.  Too  bad, 
as  it  was  a dandy  picture — Ann  Miller  and 
Joe  Besser  at  their  best.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Blizzard.— W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium, 
Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

Shadows  in  the  Night  (Col) — Warner  Bax- 


ter, Nina  Foch,  George  Zucco.  This  one  is 
quite  all  right  in  itself  but  failed  to  do  busi- 
ness. This  type  of  feature  is  being  overdone 
by  all  the  studios — more  than  the  public  seems 
to  want — and  so  many  are  stereotyped. 
Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good. — Leon- 
ard J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 

£ 

Tahiti  Nights  (Col) — David  O'Brien,  Carole 
Mathews,  Mary  Treen.  A nice  little  support- 
ing picture  on  a double  bill.  Played  full 
week.- — Hugh  W.  Bruen,  Whittier  Theatres, 
Inc.,  Whittier,  Calif.  Best  local  patronage. 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

American  Romance,  An  (M-G-M) — Brian 
Donlevy,  Ann  Richards,  Walter  Abel.  This 
was  a fine  all-around  feature  that  satisfied 
all.  Wonderful  Technicolor  and  plenty  of 
action.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. — 
Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural 
and  small  town  patronage. 

American  Romance,  An  (M-G-M) — Brian 
Donlevy,  Ann  Richards,  Walter  Abel.  The  stars 
make  a good  team  in  this  picture.  They  played 
what  was  in  our  opinion  a story  of  real  love. 
The  Technicolor  was  beautiful  throughout  this 
picture.  It  helps  you  to  capture  the  beauty  of 
our  early  America.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Fair. — L.  D.  Brown,  Queen,  Brown- 
wood,  Tex.  General  patronage. 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M)— Philip  Dorn,  Mary 
Astor,  Felix  Bressart.  A supporting  picture 
only.  Conspicuously  misallocated  rental 
bracket.  Played  full  week. — Hugh  W.  Bruen, 
Whittier  Theatres,  Inc.,  Whittier,  Calif.  Best 
local  patronage. 

Kismet  (M-G-M) — Ronald  Colman,  Marlene 
Dietrich.  This  did  not  go  over  so  hot. — Harry 
G.  Baker,  Home,  New  Lisbon,  Wis.  Small 
town  patronage. 

Seventh  Cross,  The  (M-G-M)  — Spencer 
Tracy,  Signe  Hasso.  A well-made  gruesome 
picture  to  gruesome  business — a number  of 
walkouts.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Rural  patronage. 

White  Cliffs  of  Dover,  The  (M-G-M) — Irene 
Dunne,  Alan  Marshal,  Roddy  McDowall. 
While  this  was  a good  picture,  it  failed  to 
give  satisfaction  here.  We  had  lots  of  walk- 
outs, which  was  no  fault  of  the  picture.  This 
did  me  more  harm  than  good,  though.  Played 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good. — Otto  W.  Chapek, 
Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Rural  and  small 
town  patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

Double  Indemnity  (Para) — Fred  MacMurray, 
Barbara  Stanwyck,  Edward  G.  Robinson.  One 
of  the  best.  The  customers  didn't  turn  out, 
however.  I thought  of  conducting  a survey  to 
find  out  how  many  of  my  potential  customers 
knew  the  meaning  of  the  word  ''indemnity'' 
but  didn't.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Rural  patronage. 

Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret  (Para) — Jimmy 
Lydon,  Charles  Smith,  John  Litel.  None  better. 
They  do  like  this  series  and  never  tire  of  it. 
It  seems  as  if  Dizzy  and  Henry  are  getting 
better  every  picture  they  are  in.  The  baby 
is  what  stole  the  show.  I must  not  forget  to 
mention  the  wonderful  two-reel  Technicolor 
shorts  Paramount  sends  with  this  series — 
makes  it  a grand  program.  Played  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Good. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium, 
Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret  (Para) — Jimmy 
Lydon,  Charles  Smith,  John  Litel.  Good — but 
they  all  are  and  my  customers  always  enjoy 
them.  Not  the  best  of  the  series  and  not  the 
worst. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo. 
Rural  patronage. 

Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,  The  (Para) — Gary 
Cooper,  Laraine  Day,  Signe  Hasso,  Carol 
Thurston.  A very  fine  production  showing 
real  directorial  skill.  Gave  us  better  than 
200  per  cent  of  normal  business  and  pleased 
everyone.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. — Horn  <S 
Morgan,  Star,  Hay  Springs,  Neb.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage. 

Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,  The  (Para)— Gary 
Cooper,  Laraine  Day,  Signe  Hasso.  Grand— 
none  better  made.  A real  story  and  no  doubt 
the  reason  they  called  it  such.  Gary  Cooper 
at  his  best.  Technicolor  could  not  be  beat. 
Come  on,  Paramount,  give  us  more  like  this 
one.  Too  bad  the  weather  was  so  cold.  Played 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Snow  and  10  below 
zero. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D. 
Rural  patronage. 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) — Ray  Milland, 


Get  the  low-down 

on  HIGH  Intensity 


V:  ; ' 


Get  the  details  on  Strong  Arc  Lamps.  Learn  how  to  get  more 
light  on  your  screen  at  less  cost.  Produced  by  the  world's 
largest  manufacturers  of  projection  arc  lamps  and  as  the  only 
lamps  manufactured  complete  within  one  factory,  they  can  be 
so  engineered  as  to  guarantee  the  best  results. 

We  are  glad  to  help  the  many  theatres  qualifying  make  appli- 
cation for  any  new  equipment.  Our  stock  of  supplies  and  gen- 
uine parts  for  all  types  of  equipment  is  complete.  Call  our 
service  department  at  any  hour. 


AUBURN  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  CO. 
5 Court  Street 
AUBURN,  N.  Y. 

Telephone:  No.  695 
Emergency  Telephone:  1439 


AMUSEMENT  SUPPLY  CO. 
341  West  44th  Street. 
NEW  YORE  CITY 
Telephone:  Circle  6-0850 


Inc. 


EMPIRE  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 
1003  Broadway 
ALBANY  4,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  5-9507 

J.  F.  DUSMAN 
213  N.  Calvert  St, 
BALTIMORE  2.  MARYLAND 
Telephone:  Saratoga  2433 
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REPUBLIC 


My  Buddy  (Rep)— Donald  Barry,  Ruth  Terry, 
Lynn  Roberts.  As  half  of  a double  bill  it  hardly 
seemed  to  help  us.  It  didn't  seem  to  meet 
expectations.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Good. — Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph, 
Neb.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 


San  Fernando  Valley  (Rep) — Roy  Rogers. 
Trigger,  Dale  Evans.  Very  good.  The  kids 
really  enjoyed  Trigger's  act  of  cornering  the 
villain.  Played  Thurs.,  Sat. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Small  town  patron- 
age. 


Man  From  Cheyenne  (Rep) — Roy  Rogers 
George  "Gabby"  Hayes.  Used  on  a double  bill 
with  Autry's  "Old  Barn  Dance"  (Rep.  reissue) 
and  in  spite  of  bad  weather,  business  was 
very  gratifying  and  pleased  my  weekend  cus- 
tomers very  much.  Played  Thurs.,  Sat. — W. 
O.  Woody;  Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 


20TH  CENTURY-FOX 


Laura  (20th-Fox) — Gene  Tierney,  Dana  An- 
drews, Clifton  Webb.  A wonderful  mystery. 
This  is  the  kind  of  picture  you  can't  leave  once 
you  starf  seeing  it.  There  was  a terrific  rain- 
storm the  night  we  played  this.  The  thunder 
was  awful  outside  but  everyone  was  so  in- 
terested, no  one  moved.  Played  Sat.,  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues. — L.  D.  Brown,  Gem,  Brownwood, 
Tex.  General  patronage. 


Sweet  and  Lowdown  (20-Fox) — Benny 
Goodman  and  band,  Linda  Darnell,  Lynn  Bari. 
A good  program  picture  but  Fox  has  no  pro- 
gram prices  nowadays.  Poorest  grosser  in 
months — very  lowdown.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. — 
W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Rural 
patronage. 


Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) — Sgt.  Mark  Dan- 
iels, Pvt.  Lon  McCallister,  Cpl.  Don  Taylor. 
Had  disappointing  business.  General  satis- 
faction but  people  are  not  rushing  to  war 
pictures  here.  Played  full  week. — Hugh  W. 
Bruen,  Whittier  Theatres,  Inc.,  Whittier,  Calif. 
Best  local  patronage. 


IOE  HORNSTEIN,  INC. 

630  Ninth  Avenue,  New  York  City 


213  N.  Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,  Md, 


Barbara  Britton.  This  is  a picture  you  go  home 
and  think  about.  The  stars  were  wonderful 
together — perfect.  The  story  was  good.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  "Till  We  Meet  Again"  will  long 
be  remembered.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weath- 
er: Rain. — L.  D.  Brown,  Ritz,  Brownwood,  Tex. 
General  patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Bullet  Code  (RKO) — George  O'Brien,  Vir- 
ginia Dale.  These  George  O'Brien  westerns 
are  always  above  average.  It  has  everything 
a western  needs  to  make  a hit  with  our  pa- 
trons. Doubled  with  "Twilight  on  the  Prairie," 
a swell  musical  from  Universal.  Played  Fri., 
Sat. — Frank  Raspa  & Son,  State,  Rivesville, 
W.  Va.  Rural  patronage. 

North  Star,  The  (RKO) — Anne  Baxter,  Dana 
Andrews,  Walter  Huston.  Superb  in  perform- 
ance, great  at  the  boxoffice,  and  a surprise 
to  us.  Being  a war  drama,  we  expected  to 
have  one  of  the  lowest  grosses  of  the  year. 
This  is  a swell  story — it  has  both  laughs  and 
cries.  The  percentage  is  much  too  high.  What 
good  is  a big  picture  when  the  company  takes 
all  you  make?  Played  Sun.,  Mon.- — Frank  Ras- 
pa & Son,  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 


Under  Two  Flags  (20-Fox) — Reissue.  Ronald 
Colman,  Claudette  Colbert.  An  old  feature  that 
did  average  business  for  the  midweek. — Leon- 
ard J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 

Wing  and  a Prayer  (20-Fox) — Don  Ameche, 
Dana  Andrews,  William  Eythe.  One  of  the 
best  of  the  war  pictures.  If  they'll  go  for  war 
pictures  at  all,  you  can't  go  wrong  on  this  one. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton, 
Stockton,  Mo.  Rural  patronage. 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

Leather  Burners  (UA) — William  Boyd,  Andy 
Clyde.  Good — another  of  the  Hopalongs  that 
pleased  all,  with  Andy  Clyde.  There's  nothing 
left  undone,  except  a few  good  musical  num- 
bers in  between  would  have  made  it  still  bet- 
ter, but  this  is  not  a musical  western.  Played 
Wednesday.  Weather:  Good. — W.  H.  Swan, 
Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

Lumberjack  (UA) — William  Boyd,  Andy 
Clyde,  Jimmy  Rogers.  This  was  a good 
"Hoppy"  and  the  western  fans  were  well  sat- 
isfied. Played  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Good. 
- — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D 
Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) — Maria  Montez, 
Jack  Oakie,  Susanna  Foster.  Below  average 
and  a somewhat  disappointing  feature.  Should 
not  have  been  played  on  Sunday.  Story  thin — 


only  the  stage  acts  were  the  good  spots. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. — Leonard 
J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage. 

Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) — Marie  Montez, 
Jack  Oakie,  Susanna  Foster.  Jack  Oakie  and 
Susanna  Foster  were  more  than  good  in  this 
picture.  It  was  a breathtaking  thrill  from 
beginning  to  end.  We  had  standing  room  only 
and  the  weather  was  bad.  Played  Sat.  (pre- 
view), Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Rain. — L.  D. 
Brown,  Queen,  Brownwood,  Tex.  General  pa- 
Ironage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Tiger  Shark  (WB) — Reissue.  Edward  G.  Rob- 
inson. Over  ten  years  ago  (released  in  1932) 
this  was  an  excellent  picture.  Today  it  is  as 
outmoded  as  a model  T Ford.  I want  no  more 
this  old.  Played  Thurs.,  Sat. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Rural  patronage. 


* "SUPREX"  and  "CYCLEX”  are  registered  trade-marks  with  U.  S.  Pat.  Off.  and  are  the  sole  property  of  C.  S.  Ashcraft  Mfg.  Co. 
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We’re  All  In  It! 


Now  Let's  Pull  Together 


The  Grand  Rally  has  begun... again  showmen 
have  the  supreme  privilege  of  taking  the  lead 
in  this  vitally  necessary  campaign  for  this 
noble  purpose... TO  KEEP  THE  RED  CROSS 
AT  HIS  SIDE  . . . Every  conceivable  showman- 
ship help. ..to  increase  your  audiences. ..and 
to  sell  them  the  RED  CROSS  in  your 
theatre  ...  is  available  at  every  one 
of  the  31  branches  of  the  NSS...Your 
big  show  dates  are  ...  RED  CROSS 
DRIVE  . . . March  15-21  . . . Pick  your 
material  NOW!... and  GO  THE  LIMIT! 


nnTioniu  C jtfieen  service 

( /PRIZE  BHBY  OF  THE  HWUSTRV 


Labor  Discrimination 
Foes  Winning  in  N.Y. 

ALBANY — The  overwhelming  support  for 
the  Ives-Quinn  antidiscrimination  in  employ- 
ment bill  voiced  at  a hearing  in  the  assembly 
chamber  made  its  passage  certain  in  the  lower 
house  this  week  and  in  the  upper  house  next 
week,  observers  agreed. 

Opponents,  who  described  the  measure  as 
“revolutionary,”  had  sought  the  hearing  in 
the  hope  of  crystalizing  opposition.  How- 
ever they  conceded  that  the  move  had  back- 
fired after  an  impressive  array  of  speakers 
representing  the  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  faiths,  the  AFL  and  the  CIO,  negroes 
and  other  groups  urged  passage.  Amend- 
ments which  the  antis  intended  to  press — the 
principal  one  called  for  submission  of  the 
proposal  to  the  voters  at  the  fall  election 
— were  abandoned.  Legislators  considered  the 
supporting  group  unbeatable.  Its  like  had  per- 
haps never  before  been  formed  for  a bill  in- 
troduced here. 

A large  part  of  the  13-hour  hearing  before 
a large  number  of  assemblymen  and  senators 
and  before  crowds  in  the  well  and  gallery  of 
the  chamber  was  consumed  by  proponents  of 
the  measure.  More  than  25  religious  organi- 
zations of  the  three  major  faiths  had  promi- 
nent speakers  at  the  hearing. 

The  ITOA  of  New  York  was  among  the  or- 
ganizations which  adopted  resolutions  favor- 
ing the  bill,  which  establishes  a permanent 
discrimination  commission  and  bans  discrimi- 
nation by  employers,  labor  unions  and  em- 
ployment agencies. 

The  measure  may  have  far  reaching  ef- 
fects. Majority  Leader  Irving  M.  Ives,  chief 
legislative  proponent,  revealed  that  leaders  in 
“six  or  eight  states”  had  written  him  of  their 
intention  to  enact  similar  legislation  once 
New  York  adopted  it.  California  is  under- 
stood to  be  among  them.  Ives  also  said  the 
bill  would  “have  a definite  effect  on  the  na- 
tional picture.” 

The  effect  of  the  legislation  on  the  motion 
picture  business  and  on  show  business  unions 
has  been  widely  discussed,  off  the  record. 
The  Albany  Knickerbocker  News,  critical  of 
the  Ives-Quinn  Act,  has  declared  unions  will 
continue  to  discriminate  in  membership. 
Negroes  have  been ' outspoken  in  claims  of 
discrimination  in  private  and  public  employ- 
ment here.  In  only  one  instance,  has  a negro 
held  a position  of  any  consequence  in  the  Al- 
bany film  industry,  it  is  said.  A negro  was 
shipper  in  a small  exchange  and  his  wife  was 
inspector. 

At  the  public  hearing  in  the  capital  on 
the  tentative  bill  last  November,  a negro 
spokesman  pointed  out  that  “there  is  not  a 
black  or  a brown  face  behind  the  sales  coun- 
ter of  any  Albany  store.” 


Tribunal  Clearance  Edict 
Favorable  to  Fair  Corp. 

NEW  YORK — Clearance  previously  grant- 
ed to  Skouras’s  Granada,  Corona,  L.  I„  over 
the  Fair,  Jackson  Heights,  was  ended  in  a 
decision  handed  down  by  Arbitrator  Vincent 
J.  Malone  in  the  local  arbitration  tribunal. 
The  action  was  brought  by  the  Fair  Operat- 
ing Corp.  and  named  M-G-M,  Paramount, 
RKO  and  Warners.  The  complaint  against 
20th-Fox  was  dismissed. 

In  addition  to  ending  the  Granada’s  pro- 
tection over  the  Fair,  Malone  limited  to  one 
day  the  Granada’s  clearance  over  the  Polk, 
located  a little  more  than  a mile  from  the 
Fair. 

Jupo  Amusement,  Inc.,  operators  of  the 
Polk,  one  of  the  intervenors,  requested  it  re- 
ceive either  the  same  relief  accorded  the  Fair 
or  a reduction  of  the  maximum  Granada 
clearance  to  one  day.  Skouras  Theatres 
Corp.  was  also  named  as  an  intervenor. 


THEY  RAISED  $34,503— Skouras  The- 
atres’ war  effort  department  made  a tieup 
with  the  New  York  Mirror  for  a “Stamp 
Out  the  Jap”  show  that  drew  138,012 
youngsters  to  the  circuit’s  metropolitan 
houses.  Each  purchased  a 25-cent  stamp 
to  paste  on  a Jap  poster.  The  top  picture 
shows  the  crowd  that  gathered  at  the  92nd 
Street  Theatre.  Lower  photo  shows  how 
they  did  it.  All  the  money — admission 
was  free — went  to  the  Mirror’s  fund  to 
pay  for  veterans’  long  distance  calls  to 
their  homes. 

Incidentally,  the  work  of  the  Skouras 
war  effort  department  is  attracting 
nationwide  attention.  This  department 
is  in  charge  of  Nick  John  Matsoukas, 
who  is  assisted  by  Daphne  Dolores 
Skouras.  At  the  moment  they  are  plan- 
ning another  big  event — the  fur  fashion 
show  and  entertainment  at  the  Academy 
of  Music  on  March  28.  Proceeds  will  be 
donated  to  the  Greek  division  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  Miss  Skouras  is 
program  director  for  the  event. 


New  Nat'l  Checking  Service  Formed ; 
5,000  Employes  Being  Assembled 


NEW  YORK  — Paramount,  RKO,  United 
Artists,  Columbia  and  Universal  will  join  in 
a new  national  checking  service  to  be  called 
Confidential  Reports,  Inc.,  which  will  begin 
functioning  April  2.  Branch  offices  are  to  be 
opened  in  all  exchange  centers.  Managers 
for  these  have  been  chosen  and  a personnel 
of  between  5,000  and  6,000  is  now  being  as- 
sembled. 

Headquarters  in  New  York  will  be  in  the 
RKO  building,  1270  Sixth  Ave.,  with  John 
J.  O’Connor  of  Universal  as  president.  Jack 
Levin,  who  resigned  from  the  copyright  pro- 
tection bureau  a few  days  ago,  will  be  vice- 
president  and  general  manager.  Other  execu- 
tives will  be  Harold  L.  Groves,  field  direc- 
tor; Jules  Willing,  personnel  director,  and 
Harold  Saxe,  comptroller.  There  will  be  five 
district  officers  with  district  managers  in 
charge. 

Very  few  of  employes  are  to  be  men  with 
previous  film  connections,  and  no  workers 
are  to  be  taken  from  Ross  Federal  Service, 
which  has  previously  done  checking  for  these 
companies,  or  from  the  M-G-M  or  Warner 
checking  services.  In  reply  to  questions 
O’Connor  said  backers  of  the  project  had 
been  advised  by  counsel  that  this  joint  effort 
would  not  conflict  with  the  antitrust  laws. 
An  effort  will  be  made  to  obtain  cooperation 
of  exhibitors  to  eliminate  certain  angles  to 
which  they  have  objected  in  the  past. 


Levin  issued  this  statement;  “Millions  of 
dollars  of  business  transactions  each  year 
depend  upon  accurate  and  impartial  report- 
ing of  theatre  receipts.  It  is  the  aim  of  Con- 
fidential Reports  to  render,  confidentially, 
checking  reports  so  as  to  provide  distributor 
and  exhibitor  alike  with  a sound,  objective 
basis  for  the  conduct  of  their  business  with 
each  other.  We  anticipate  the  goodwill  of  the 
entire  industry  in  achieving  this  purpose.” 

Levin  said  any  employe  found  giving  infor- 
mation to  a competing  company  or  competing 
exhibitor  would  be  dismissed  instantly. 


Seek  Hike  in  Pay 

NEW  YORK — The  Motion  Picture  Tech- 
nician Laboratory  Union,  IATSE,  negotiat- 
ing a new  contract  for  1,800  laboratory  work- 
ers in  some  20  film  processing  plants  in  this 
area  has  made  additional  demands  including 
doubling  of  the  present  number  of  job  classi- 
fications, wage  increases  by  upgrading  em- 
ployes and  severance  pay. 

Previous  proposals  by  the  union’s  negotiat- 
ing committee  requested  the  establishment  of 
a retirement  fund  by  setting  aside  approxi- 
mately five  per  cent  of  weekly  pay  by  the 
companies. 

Contracts  between  Local  702  and  the  labora- 
tories expire  March  10  and  negotiations  for 
the  new  pact  started  February  15. 
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BROADWAY 


/>ne  of  the  most  fascinating  examples  of  un- 
^ usual  audience  behavior  was  afforded  this 
writer  recently  at  the  Little  Carnegie,  where 
two  of  the  outstanding  mystery  films  of  the 
year,  "Double  Indemnity”  and  “Laura,”  were 
combined  by  an  astute  management  for  a 
double  feature  program.  Having  seen  both  of 
these  pictures  before,  we  chose  a less  spine- 
tingling  moment  during  one  of  the  features 
to  look  around  the  house.  When  our  eyes  re- 
turnd  to  the  screen,  they  unbelievingly 
blinked  at  the  lady  seated  in  front  of  us, 
who,  seemingly  oblivious  to  the  drama  being 
unfolded  up  ahead,  sat  calmly  knitting  a 
scarf  by  the  dim  sidelights! 

Thomas  E.  Rodgers,  youngest  son  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  has  been  inducted  into 
the  marine  corps.  Another  son,  William  F. 
jr.,  is  now  serving  with  the  army. 

Charles  Newberry,  20th-Fox  India  and  Free 
China  managing  director,  is  here  from  the 
coast. 


Jack  Cohn,  Columbia  vice-president,  left 
the  coast  for  Phoenix,  and  after  staying  there 
for  ten  days,  will  come  to  the  home  office. 

Malcolm  Kingsberg,  RKO  Theatres  vice- 
president  and  treasurer,  is  back  from  a vaca- 
tion. 

Leo  Samuels,  Walt  Disney  foreign  man- 
ager, is  slated  to  leave  shortly  for  a ten-week 
tour  of  Latin-America. 

David  L.  Lewis,  M-G-M’s  Brazilian  man- 
ager, has  returned  to  Rio. 


NEW  UA  AD  HEAD—  Barry  Buchan- 
an, who  has  taken  over  as  advertising,  ' 
publicity  and  exploitation  head  for  Unit- 
ed Artists  at  the  home  office. 


tion  to  two  each  at  both  Beaumont  and  San 
Antonio. 

Jack  Roper,  with  Paramount  since  his  dis- 
charge from  the  British  army  nearly  a quar- 
ter-century ago,  and  recently  statistician  in 
the  distribution  department,  has  been  made 
assistant  to  Hugh  Owen,  New  York  and 
southern  division  manager. 


Vice-President  Wolfe  Cohen  of  Warners 
International  has  completed  the  Mexico  and 
Panama  stopovers  on  his  hemisphere-hopping 
hegira.  He  still  has  South  America,  Australia 
and  Far  East  territories  to  visit. 

In  charge  of  Republic’s  branch  operations, 
Walter  L.  Titus  jr.  visited  the  company’s  At- 
lanta exchange  and  will  make  a Charlotte 
stopover  before  returning  to  the  home  office 
on  May  2. 

Joan  Crawford,  having  completed  “Mildred 
Pierce,”  her  first  WB  picture,  and  Geraldine 
Fitzgerald,  her  stellar  stint  in  “Nobody  Lives 
Forever”  finished,  will  arrive  here  shortly. 

Following  his  “vacation”  here,  spent  in 
canteen  appearances  and  hops  to  Washing- 
ton and  Miami  for  special  entertainment  as- 
signments for  our  armed  forces,  Edward  G. 
Robinson  has  returned  to  Hollywood  and  the 
studios  for  a well-earned  rest. 

Henry  Daniels  arrived  from  Culver  City  to 
stay  here  about  a week,  during  which  time 
he  hoped  to  catch  all  the  worth-while  legiti- 
mate shows  currently  on  Broadway. 

Wesley  Ruggles  arrived  in  England  to  make 
his  first  Technicolor  musical,  “London  Town” 
for  Eagle-Lion,  according  to  local  representa- 
tive of  J.  Arthur  Rank. 

Paul  Muni  is  in  the  home  stretch  of  his 
two-week  tour  of  army  hospitals  in  Texas,  in- 
cluding those  at  Temple  and  Brooke,  in  addi- 
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Melvin  F.  Ballerino,  M-G-M  associate  cast- 
ing director,  arrived  from  California;  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  Louella  Ballerino, 
and  Voris,  both  well-known  Hollywood  de- 
signers, here  in  connection  with  the  publica- 
tion of  "Fashion  Is  Our  Business”  by  J.  B. 
Lippincott  Co. 

Several  home  office  executives  attended  the 
funeral  of  Mrs.  Eloise  Phifer,  wife  of  Capt. 
Volney  Phifer,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  at  Milling- 
ton, N.  J.;  Mrs.  Phifer  died  at  Plainfield  Hos- 
pital a few  days  after  giving  birth  to  an  eight 
and  one-half  pound  daughter. 

Another  quintet  of  M-G-M  exploiteers,  here 
to  spend  a week  at  the  home  office  confer- 
ring with  department  heads,  comprised  the 
following:  Floyd  Fitzsimmons,  Albany;  Ed 
Gallner,  Philadelphia;  Jack  Gilmore,  Buf- 
falo; Burt  McKenzie,  Boston,  and  Warren 
Slee,  Chicago. 

Arthur  M.  Loew  and  Sam  Burger  left  for 
Central  and  South  America  on  a tour  of  sev- 
eral weeks,  during  which  they  will  attend  the 
Buenos  Aires  premieres  of  M-G-M’s  Spanish 
versions  of  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover,”  “Gas- 
light” and  "Canterville  Ghost,”  respectively. 

Comptroller  of  WHN  for  more  than  12 
years,  Van  Straten  has  been  elected  assistant 
treasurer  of  M-G-M  International  Films. 
Inc.,  and  has  already  taken  up  his  new  post 
in  the  company’s  headquarters  at  723  Seventh 
Ave. 

Sir  Alexander  Korda,  because  of  a severe 
cold,  temporarily  postponed  his  trip  to  Eng- 
land, planned  for  last  week. 

Among  M-G-M  executives  checking  in  at 
the  home  office  were:  H.  M.  Richey,  exhibi- 
tor relations  head,  returning  from  a week’s 
trip  to  four  southern  exchanges;  J.  Robert 
Rubin,  general  counsel,  back  from  Hollywood, 
and  Maurice  N.  Wolff,  New  England  district 
manager,  here  for  a confab  with  E.  K.  “Ted” 
O’Shea. 


To  Meet  New  Curfew, 
B'way  Drops  a Show 

NEW  YORK — The  midnight  curfew  effec- 
tive February  26  found  Broadway  theatre 
managers  ready  to  make  adjustments  in  their 
operating  schedules. 

The  curfew  in  most  cases  meant  the  drop- 
ping of  one  show  during  the  Week  and  per- 
haps a show  and  a half  on  Saturday  nights 
when  most  of  the  Broadway  theatres  ran  late 
shows.  A majority  of  the  theatres  continue 
to  open  at  approximately  the  same  time  with 
two  exceptions — the  Astor  and  Capitol. 
These  houses  are  now  opening  an  hour 
earlier. 


Adjustment  of  Openings 

The  opening  schedules  have  been  adjusted 
by  the  Main  Stem  managers  to  permit  ample 
time  for  emptying  their  houses.  The  larger 
ones,  of  course,  are  allowing  more  time  than 
the  smaller  ones.  Currently  the  Paramount 
is  breaking  at  11:45  p.  m.,  while  the  smaller 
Loew’s  State  ends  operations  at  11:57  p.  m. 

While  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  effect 
if  any  on  business  at  this  early  date,  some 
managers  feel  it  will  be  negligible.  As  one 
manager  put  it: 

“I  don’t  think  business  will  be  affected  to 
any  appreciable  degree  by  the  curfew.  My 
opinion  is  it  will  get  people  into  the  theatres 
much  earlier  than  before.  It  will  take  some 
advertising  pressure  to  accustom  theatre  pa^ 
trons  to  the  new  time  schedules  but  I think 
it  can  be  accomplished  with  little  trouble.” 

For  the  engagement  of  “A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn”  the  Roxy  advertised  the  last  com- 
plete show  (including  the  stage  presentation) 
would  go  on  at  9 p.  m.  and  the  last  feature 
at  9:45  p.  m.  When  shorter  films  are  played 
there,  the  last  feature  would  be  put  on  later. 

BOXOFFICE’s  survey  of  the  changes  in  the 
operating  schedules  of  Broadway  houses  occa- 
sioned by  the  curfew  follow: 

Astor — Opening  an  hour  earlier;  formerly 
operated  until  2:30  a.  m„  during  the  week 
and  3:30  a.  m.  on  Sundays. 

Capitol — Opening  an  hour  earlier;  formerly 
operated  until  2 a.  m.  during  the  week  and 
2:30  on  Sundays. 

Criterion — Continuing  to  open  at  9 a.  m.; 
formerly  operated  until  2:30  during  the 
week  and  3:30  on  Sundays. 

Unchanged  at  Music  Hall 

Music  Hall — Opening  time  unchanged;  for- 
merly operated  until  about  12:10  during  the 
week  and  about  2:30  on  Sundays. 

Palace  — Opening  unchanged;  formerly 
operated  until  2 a.  m.  during  the  week  and 
3 a.  m.  on  Sundays. 

Paramount — Opening  time  about  same,  8:30 
a.  m.;  formerly  operated  1-2  a.  m.  during 
week  and  2-3  a.  m.  on  Sundays. 

Rivoli — Opening  unchanged  at  9:30;  for- 
merly operated  until  about  1:45  a.  m.  every 
day  in  the  week. 

Roxy — Opening  unchanged;  formerly  oper- 
ated until  approximately  12:10  a.  m.  during 
weekdays  and  2-2:30  a.  m.  on  Sundays. 

State — Opening  unchanged;  formerly  open 
until  1:30  a.  m.  weekdays  and  3 a.  m.  Sun- 
days. 

Strand — Opening  unchanged  at  about  8:30; 
formerly  operated  until  3 a.  m.  during  the 
week  and  3:30  on  Sundays. 

Industry  Arranges  Party 
For  Gertrude  Merriam 

NEW  YORK — Gertrude  Merriam,  trade- 
paper  associate  editor,  will  be  guest  of  honor 
at  a testimonial  party  starting  at  9 o’clock, 
Wednesday,  March  21,  at  the  New  Amster- 
dam Theatre  roof.  The  occasion  signalizes 
her  forthcoming  marriage  to  Howard  Ernst- 
thal. 
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Along  New  York's  Filtnrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


Brandi  Is  Honored 
By  Ihe  B'nai  B'rilh 

NEW  YORK— “The  job  isn’t  done— the 
work  must  go  on,”  said  Harry  Brandt  in  re- 
ferring to  the  task  that  remains  to  be  done 
by  the  industry  until  victory  is  won.  Brandt 
spoke  at  ceremonies  attending  the  presenta- 
tion to  himself  of  the  honor  scroll  of  Cinema 
Lodge,  B’nai  B’rith,  at  Pythian  Temple,  for 
his  work  on  behalf  of  the  war  effort. 

Paying  tribute  to  B’nai  B’rith’s  war  service, 
he  volunteered  to  head  a committee  to  raise 
$45,000  which  is  being  sought  by  the  national 
organization  to  build  a rehabilitation  center 
for  returning  service  men  on  Long  Island. 

Previously,  Brandt  listened  to  an  amusing- 
recital  of  his  career  dating  back  to  his  boy- 
hood on  the  East  Side,  delivered  by  Jack 
Levin,  chairman  of  the  program  committee. 
S.  H.  Fabian,  after  describing  Brandt’s  in- 
defatigable efforts  on  various  war  drives,  pre- 
sented the  exhibitor  leader  the  Cinema  Honor 
Scroll.  Previous  recipients  have  been  Barney 
Balaban  and  Samuel  Rinzler. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Berenson,  an  official  of  the 
Women’s  Grand  Lodge  of  B’nai  B’rith,  in- 
ducted the  following  officers  of  Cinema’s 
ladies’  auxiliary: 

Mrs.  Anna  G.  Blackman,  president;  Mrs. 
Bessie  Lefkowitz,  first  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Bea  Fellman,  second  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Bess  Rosenthal,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Ethel  Green- 
field, recording  secretary;  Mrs.  Betty  Isaacs, 
financial  secretary,  and  Miss  Irma  Flanders, 
monitress. 

Mrs.  Blackman  accepted  the  charter  on  be- 
half of  the  auxiliary  from  Mrs.  Berenson. 
Rabbi  Edward  Kahn  delivered  the  invocation. 

President  A.  A.  Senft  was  master  of  cere- 
monies. Honorary  President  Alfred  W. 
Schwalberg  also  spoke. 

Brandt  inducted  more  than  a dozen  new 
members  into  the  lodge.  About  200  members, 
their  wives  and  members  of  their  families 
attended. 

Brandt  Asks  Independents' 
Place  in  Decree  Talks 

NEW  YORK — Harry  Brandt,  president  of 
the  ITOA,  advocates  the  participation  of 
independent  exhibitor  leaders  in  the  current 
negotiations  for  a new  consent  decree.  He 
said  that  if  the  independent  theatre  owners 
are  to  be  protected,  they  should  be  permitted 
to  assist  in  drawing  up  the  proposed  docu- 
ment. 

Brandt  expressed  agreement  with  the  gov- 
ernment’s proposals  to  eliminate  clearance 
between  theatres  charging  identical  admis- 
sions. The  decree,  he  added,  was  designed 
to  protect  the  independent  operators,  but  it 
has  failed  of  this  purpose. 

Name  Robert  Pritchard 
Lamp  Sales  Assistant 

PITTSBURGH — Robert  W.  Pritchard,  a 
member  of  the  Westinghouse  lamp  division’s 
sales  staff  in  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  for  20  years, 
has  been  appointed  assistant  to  Russell  E. 
Ebersole,  lamp  sales  manager. 

Pritchard  will  serve  as  liaison  man  be- 
tween sales  headquarters  in  Bloomfield  and 
the  accounting  offices  in  the  eight  district 
offices  throughout  the  nation,  Ebersole  said 
in  announcing  the  appointment. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARM 

JOE  HORNSTEIN,  Inc. 

630  Ninth  Ave.,  New  York  City 

or  your  Supply  Dealer 


Jake  Starr’s  exploiteers  say  that  he  and  his 
partner,  Ben  Strauss,  of  Artkraft  Strauss, 
have  for  “47  years  owned  42  per  cent  of  all 
Broadway  sign  locations.”  This  would  make 
Jake  a little  over  seven 
years  old  when  he 
started  in  business! 
But  then  he’s  a fabu- 
lous figure  and  even 
that  could  be  possible 
— to  Jake. 

However,  Starr  cer- 
tainly doesn’t  need  any 
tub  thumper’s  buildup 
to  limn  his  career,  for 
his  exploits  in  the  sign- 
building sphere  on 
Broadway  and  else- 
where on  the  compass 
have  reached  almost 

legendary  proportions. 

Starting  with  early -model  spectaculars  and 
watching  every  change  in  signs  through  two 
wars  and  blackouts  he  reached  the  zenith 
of  his  career  by  designing  the  highly  com- 
plicated “Wondersign”  in  Times  Square. 

Besides  building  giant  commercial  signs, 
Jake  Starr  has  shipped  his  products  to  thea- 
tres all  over  the  globe.  One  of  his  signs  was 
flown  in  sections  over  the  Andes  to  a film 
theatre  in  Bogota.  Another  sign  was  shipped 
all  the  way  to  Iceland.  It  bore  the  legend 
(this  may  be  a gross  exaggeration):  “This 
Theatre  Is  Air-Cooled.”  Jake  is  still  trying 
to  figure  that  one  out! 

Starr  is  treasurer  and  co-partner  of  the 
sign  concern  which  employs  120  mechanics 
and  artisans.  Strauss  is  president.  He  leaves 
most  of  the  operating  details  to  his  energetic 
and  mechanically-minded  partner.  “Jake” — 
all  his  employes  call  him  by  his  first  name — 
does  the  designing,  the  shouting  to  get  the 
work  done  on  time,  and  the  legwork. 

Jake’s  idea  of  a good  mechanic  is  a fellow 
who  is  also  an  electrician,  a welder,  a plum- 
ber, a riveter,  an  engraver,  a sheet  metal 
worker — someone  who  can  build,  assemble 
and  operate  any  drills,  presses,  lathes,  etc. 
that  may  be  necessary  for  the  job  in  hand. 
His  men  are  known  as  “Jake’s  mechanics” — 
for  they  can  do  anything.  Jake  himself  is 
a mechanical  genius  who  performs  miracles 
with  tools. 

He  first  met  Strauss  35  years  ago.  At  the 
time  of  their  meeting  Strauss  was  head  of  his 
own  company,  making  signs  for  such  theatri- 
cal bigwigs  as  David  Belasco,  Klaw  & Er- 
langer  and  A1  Jolson. 

Starr  was  a skinny  and  undersized  young- 
ster looking  for  a job.  Weighing  all  of  98 
pounds  and  carrying  a sledge  hammer  of 
almost  equal  weight  on  his  shoulder,  he 
inquired  of  Strauss:  “Do  you  need  a husky 
man  in  your  factory?”  Amused  by  his 
audacity,  Strauss  hired  him  as  a blacksmith ! 

Jake  made  himself  virtually  indispensable 
in  Strauss’  factory,  but  quit  in  1928  to  start 
his  own  business.  Six  years  later  he  rejoined 
Strauss,  whereupon  they  merged  their  com- 
panies into  the  present  Artkraft  Strauss 
Sign  Co. 

The  company  not  only  survived  the  war 
and  the  ban  on  outdoor  lighting,  but  has 
prospered.  New  materials  to  replace  wartime 
shortages,  new  types  of  indirect  lighting, 
“mirror”  signs  and  other  innovations  were  de- 
veloped out  of  sheer  necessity.  Before  the 
war,  the  company  employed  TOO  men;  today 
it  employs  20  more.  It  operates  two  plants, 
one  devoted  exclusively  to  production  of  es- 
sential war  goods. 

Utterly  devoted  to  his  work,  Jake  spends 
16  hours  a day  on  the  job  and  has  never  had 
a vacation.  He  travels  extensively  by  plane 
so  that  he  can  get  back  to  his  plant  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

His  first  airplane  trip  was  in  1916  when  he 


chartered  a plane  to  take  himself  and  a 
friend  from  Akron  to  Cleveland.  It  was 
nearly  his  last.  His  friend  weighed  300 
pounds  and,  because  of  his  avoirdupois  it 
took  the  pilot  almost  half  an  hour  to  land 
and  an  extra  20  minutes  to  pry  the  heavy- 
weight passenger  out  of  the  narrow  cockpit. 
Jake  still  travels  by  plane,  however. 


Filmrow  Gleanings:  Exhibitors  A1  Hoch- 
berg,  Lido,  Orange,  N.  J.,  and  Edward  Lach- 
man,  State,  Boonton,  N.  J.,  are  now  engaged 
in  war  work  . . . Ralph  Pielow  jr„  son  of  the 
Metro  branch  manager,  is  recovering  from 
wounds  received  in  Belgium  December  29.  He 
is  expected  to  be  invalided  home  as  soon  as 
he  recovers. 


Rear  wall  of  the  M-G-M  branch  projec- 
tion room  is  being  moved  back  three  feet. 
The  room  will  also  be  redecorated  and  when 
finished  will  be  oval  in  shape.  The  improve- 
ment is  expected  to  improve  the  quality  of 
the  sound. 


John  J.  Brown,  M-G-M  metropolitan  dis- 
trict manager,  and  John  Murphy,  assistant 
to  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Loew’s  executive,  are 
Florida-bound  . . . William  Murphy,  super- 
visor of  sales  at  the  Universal  exchange,  was 
on  the  ailing  list  . . . Emily  Silverstein  and 
Frances  Hill  have  joined  the  clerical  staff  at 
the  Big  U branch. 


Republic  Booker  Ann  Plesco  is  vacation- 
ing . . . David  Black,  salesman  for  the  same 
company,  is  back  after  an  operation  . . . Tony 
Velez,  former  office  boy  at  the  Columbia  ex- 
change now  in  the  navy,  was  a visitor  . . . 
Christine  Mortensen  of  the  UA  booking  de- 
partment lost  her  brother  . . . Nick  Giordano, 
assistant  shipper  at  the  same  exchange,  now 
in  training  at  Camp  Croft,  S.  C.,  visited  old 
friends  along  Filmrow. 


Harry  Goldstein,  Monogram’s  eastern  ex- 
ploitation representative,  has  dreamed  up  a 
new  idea  for  illuminating  marquee  letters 
in  the  brownout.  He  gets  quantities  of  tin 
foil,  which  he  says  is  now  obtainable,  and 
covers  each  of  the  letters.  Goldstein  says 
that  much  light  is  reflected  from  the  cov- 
ered letters. 


New  York  friends  of  Exhibitor  Newton  B. 
Carskadon,  who  operates  theatres  in  Key- 
ser  and  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  will  be  glad  to 
hear  that  he  is  recovering  from  an  opera- 
tion and  that  he  plans  to  return  to  active 
duty  in  the  summer. 


Hugh  Finnegan,  Skouras  circuit’s  Nassau 
County  division  manager,  was  guest  of  honor 
at  a surprise  birthday  party  tendered  to  him 
by  various  managers  in  his  group.  The  party, 
held  at  the  Whaling  Cafe,  Madison  Ave.  and 
38th  St.,  was  attended  by  Lilian  McVeigh, 
Mildred  FitzGibbons,  Earl  Logue,  Hank 
Lowry,  John  Endres,  Edward  Enke,  Harry 
Gans,  Jack  Murray,  Max  Cooper  and  Miriam 
Detlefs  and  Janice  Rentchler  of  the  home 
office. 


Elmer  Sichel,  Century  circuit's  chief  booker, 
has  been  inducted  into  the  army  and  is  now 
stationed  at  Ft.  Dix,  N.  J.  Prior  to  his  entry 
into  the  army,  the  New  York  Bookers  Club 
feted  him  at  a party  at  the  Famous  Kitchen. 
A sterling  silver  identification  bracelet  was 
presented  by  the  bookers. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARMS 

Give  Perfect  Projection  Changovers 


JAKE  STARR 
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A Paramouni  Session 
Held  at  Philadelphia 

PHILADELPHIA  — Paramount’s  branch 
managers,  salesmen  and  chief  bookers  in  the 
Philadelphia,  Washington  and  Pittsburgh  ex- 
changes and  district  advertising  representa- 
tives participated  in  a two-day  meeting  at 
the  Hotel  Warwick.  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution,  and  other 
home  office  executives  were  in  attendance. 
The  meeting  continued  a series  of  nationwide 
district  confabs  Reagan  has  held  during  the 
past  few  weeks. 

William  H.  Erbb,  eastern  division  manager, 
presided.  Earle  W.  Sweigert,  Philadelphia 
district  manager,  was  the  host  to  the  visitors 
and  local  exhibitors  at  an  informal  luncheon. 
In  addition  to  Reagan  and  Erbb,  home  office 
executives  who  attended  included: 

Hugh  Owen,  New  York  and  southern  divi- 
sion manager:  Oscar  A.  Morgan,  general  sales 
manager  of  short  subjects;  Robert  M.  Gill- 
ham,  advertising  and  publicity  director,  and 
Claude  Lee,  director  of  public  relations.  At- 
tending from  the  field  were: 

Philadelphia — Ulrick  F.  Smith,  branch 
manager;  George  T.  Beattie,  sales  manager; 
Herman  Rubin,  John  Schaefer,  John  Bergin, 
George  Elmo,  salesmen;  Ralph  Garman, 
booking  manager. 

Washington — J.  E.  Fontaine,  branch  man- 
ager; A.  C.  Benson,  sales  manager;  Harley 
Davidson,  W.  V.  Dougherty,  John  Bryan, 
Herbert  Thompson,  salesmen;  Benjamin 
Harp,  student  salesman;  R.  M.  Grace,  book- 
ing manager. 

Pittsburgh — David  Kimelman,  branch  man- 
ager; Edward  Stuve,  Robert  Caskey,  Guy 
H.  Peterson,  Charles  Mergen,  salesmen;  Ed- 
win Averbach,  student  salesman,  and  Wil- 
liam Brooks,  booking  manager. 

Also  present  were  William  Brooker  and 
James  Levine,  district  advertising  represen- 
tatives for  Philadelphia  and  Washington  and 
Pittsburgh,  respectively. 


Showman's  Daughter  Wins 
"Kiss  and  Tell"  Role 

HOLLYWOOD — Virginia  Welles,  daughter 
of  Frank  T.  Walther,  Wausau,  Wis.,  the- 
atre owner,  will  make  her  screen  debut  as 
Shirley  Temple’s  chum  in  Columbia’s  “Kiss 
and  Tell.” 

The  screen  version  of  the  stage  success, 
now  in  its  second  year  on  Broadway,  is  be- 
ing produced  by  playwright  F.  Hugh  Her- 
bert, George  Abbott  and  Sol  Siegel.  Richard 
Wallace  directs. 


Projector  Repair  and  Parts 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE  r 

Located  large  Southern  city,  we  offer  a 1. 250- 
seat  modern  theatre,  now  under  a lease  which 
expires  soon.  Requires  $40,000  cash,  balance 
long-term  loan. 

REAL  ESTATE  SERVICE  COMPANY 

1730  Candler  Bldg.  Atlanta  3,  G-a. 


|ST 


CLASS  DISTRIBUTION  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  SOUTH  — thru 


J(JOHN)  Q ■£>  (O.  K.) 

enkins  oc  .Bourgeois 

ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 
HARWOOD  AND  JACKSON  STS. 

Riverside  1884  DALLAS  1,  TEXAS 


NEW  ALTEC  MANAGER— H.  S.  Mor- 
ris, who  has  been  named  as  eastern  rep- 
resentative of  Altec  Lansing  Corp.  He  was 
an  engineer  with  Erpi  until  1937  when 
he  joined  Altec  Service  Corp.  He  became 
merchandise  manager  in  1939  and  also 
took  over  the  duties  of  purchasing  agent. 


Yellen  to  Continue  Suit 
Against  Dipson  Firm 

BUFFALO — Although  stayed  temporarily 
by  a federal  court  order,  Samuel  L.  Yellen 
will  continue  his  suit  to  collect  on  notes 
amounting  to  $25,922.53  against  the  Dipson 
Realty  Co.,  Inc.,  it  was  announced  this  week 
by  Yellen’s  attorney,  Adrian  Block. 

The  petition  of  the  Dipson  firm  to  make 
an  arrangement  with  Yellen  and  other  credi- 
tors whereby  payment  of  $110,000  worth  of 
promissory  notes  would  be  deferred  ten  years 
was  dismissed  last  week  by  James  W.  Per- 
sons, referee  of  U.S.  bankruptcy  court,  who 
had  been  designated  to  hear  the  evidence. 

Dipson  owns  the  Bailey  Theatre  Bldg,  in 
Buffalo  and  the  Star  Theatre  Bldg,  in  Tona- 
wanda,  in  addition  to  owning  interests  in 
other  theatre  properties. 

In  addition  to  Yellen,  holders  of  promis- 
sory notes  are  Nikitas  D.  Dipson,  president, 
$58,154.94,  and  Andrew  Gibson,  secretary- 
treasurer,  $25,922.53.  Yellen  is  a former  offi- 
cer in  the  corporation. 

The  petition  for  the  arrangement,  later 
modified  to  include  the  ten-year  deferment, 
was  filed  last  August  after  Yellen  had  brought 
suit  in  the  state  courts  to  collect  on  the  notes. 
Dipson  and  Gibson  contended  there  had  been 
an  agreement  when  they,  with  Yellen,  ad- 
vanced the  money  on  a pro-rata  basis  that 
the  notes  were  not  to  be  paid  “until  it  was 
possible  to  do  so  out  of  profits.”  Yellen 
denied  there  was  such  an  agreement. 

Said  Persons  in  his  decision:  “It  appears 
from  the  statements  prepared  fi’om  the  books 
of  the  corporation  that  at  all  times  these 
notes  were  carried  as  current  liabilities  and 
interest  upon  them  was  accrued;  that  the 
interest  constituted  a deduction  from  income 
tax  reports  under  the  title,  ‘Bonds,  Notes  and 
Mortgages’  payable  with  original  maturity 
less  than  one  year. 

“These  notes  were  negotiable  instruments 
and  there  is  no  testimony  that  there  was  any 
restriction  upon  their  transfer.  Therefore, 
it  must  be  found  that  no  understanding  or 
agreement,  as  alleged  in  the  petition,  as  to 
the  time  of  demand  of  payment  of  said  notes 
was  made.” 


Gets  Role  in  “Song  of  Broadway” 

Janis  Carter  is  slated  for  a spot  in  “Song 
of  Broadway,”  a Columbia  production. 


"Remember''  a Smash 
At  the  Music  Hall 

NEW  YORK — While  Broadway  first  run 
grosses  were  affected  somewhat  by  the  mid- 
night curfew,  extra  revenue  taken  in  on 
Washington's  Birthday  more  than  compen- 
sated for  this  possible  loss.  The  take  in  most 
of  the  Broadway  houses  continued  on  an  even 
keel. 

Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember”  con- 
tinues to  smash  business  at  the  Radio  City 
Music  Hall.  In  its  fifth  stanza  the  film  did 
as  well  as  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  its  engage- 
ment. This  was  not  far  behind  the  house 


record. 

(Average  is  100) 

Astor — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

3rd  wk 160 

Criterion — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ),  2nd  wk.  .145 

Hollywood — Roughly  Speaking  (WB),  4th  wk 115 

Palace — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO),  5th  wk....  l20 
Paramount — Ministry  ot  Fear  (Par a),  plus 

stage  show,  3rd  wk 135 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — A Song  to  Remember 

(Col),  plus  stage  show,  5th  wk 170 

Rialto — Frisco  Sal  (Univ),  2nd  wk 85 

Rivoli — The  Keys  ot  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

9th  wk 130 

Roxy — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show,  3rd  wk 150 

Strand — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  plus  stage  * 

show,  5th  wk 165 


"St.  Louis"  a Smash  Hit  in  Buffalo; 

SRO  Signs  for  "Caballeros" 

BUFFALO — “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  was  ex- 
cellent business  at  the  Great  Lakes,  leading 
the  town  with  more  than  two  and  one-half 
times  average.  The  “Three  Caballeros”  and 
“Nevada”  at  the  20th  Century  were  good  for 
235  per  cent,  SRO  signs  being  out  almost 
daily.  Biggest  house  was  on  Washington’s 
Birthday,  when  public  school  children  had  a 
holiday.  “A  Song  to  Remember”  rounded  out 
a fine  three  weeks  at  the  Lafayette  with  an- 
other above-average  week.  It  had  a new  com- 
panion feature  with  the  beginning  of  each 
week.  The  Buffalo  and  Hippodrome  were  off, 
but  both  had  short  weeks. 

Buffalo — This  Man’s  Navy  (M-G-M);  Dangerous 


Passage  (Para)  108 

Great  Lakes — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 260 

Hippodrome — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk.,  moveover,  5 days 100 

20th  Century — The  Three  Caballeros  (RKO); 

Nevada  (RKO)  235 

Lafayette — A Song  to  Remember  (Col),  3rd  d.  t. 
wk.;  Shadows  in  the  Night  (Col) 112 


"Burma"  and  “Lady"  the  Leaders 
Among  Philadelphia  Showcases 

PHILADELPHIA — “Objective,  Burma!”  and 
“The  Fighting  Lady”  were  the  leading  at- 
tractions on  the  browned  out  Rialto  last  week. 
Other  new  pictures  were  “Guest  in  the  House” 
and  “Three  Is  a Family.” 

“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  closed  its  un- 
precedented run  of  10  weeks  at  the  Aldine. 

Aldine — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  10th  wk 165 

Arcadia — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 


3rd  wk 145 

Boyd — Guest  in  the  House  (UA) 150 

Earle — Three  Is  a Family  (UA),  with  Stan  Ken- 
ton orchestra  125 

Fox — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd  wk 180 

Kailton — Wuthering  Heights  (Film  Classic  re- 
issue), 2nd  wk 170 

Keith's — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 165 

Mastbaum — Objective,  Burma!  (WB) 195 

Stanley — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  2nd  wk...210 
Stanton — The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 190 


"Birth  of  Star"  a Hit 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. — George  Cronin,  man- 
ager of  the  Empire  Theatre,  reports  that  the 
first  day  of  “Birth  of  a Star,”  featuring  Danny 
Kaye,  broke  a house  record.  The  picture  was 
originally  made  from  shorts  produced  by 
Educational  Pictures,  released  by  Astor  Pic- 
tures. 


Stage  and  Wall  Drapes 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 
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THE  EASTERN  AREA'S  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


J.  Louis  Rome,  head  of 
the  Rome  circuit  of  13 
Baltimore  theatres, 
has  been  a showman 
since  1913  when  he  re- 
linquished a law  prac- 
tice to  take  over  man- 
agement of  the  Broad- 
way. Among  his  char- 
itable and  civic  activi- 
ties, Rome  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of 
Rosewood  Training 
School  for  Girls,  the 
Board  of  Jewish  Education  and  is  past  chief 
barker  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Balti- 
more Variety  Club.  He  is  a former  president 
and  present  board  member  of  the  Maryland 
Exhibitors  League.  Rome  is  a member  of  the 
Masons,  Elks  and  numerous  civic  clubs. 


Starting  his  motion 
picture  career  in  1910 
as  an  usher  in  the 
Golden  Rule  Theatre 
on  Rivington  St.,  New 
York  City,  David 
Weinstock,  now  presi- 
dent and  general  man- 
ager of  Raybond 
Theatres  Coi'p.,  today 
operates  17  houses  in 
the  metropolitan  area. 
A conscientious  mem- 
ber of  WAC,  he  has 
been  in  charge  of  many  of  its  various  func- 
tions, and  other  assignments  connected  with 
war  activities.  Vice-president  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  ITOA,  he  is 
a member  of  the  Motion  Picture  Associates, 
B’nai  B’rith  and  Grand  Street  Boys  Ass’n. 


Since  1904,  Adam 
Charles  Hayman  of 
Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y., 
has  served  apprentice- 
ship as  actor,  camera- 
man, director,  ex- 
change operator  and 
theatre  owner.  In  1931 
he  became  head  of  the 
Lafayette  in  Buffalo, 
and  he  now  operates 
the  Strand  and  Cata- 
ract in  Niagara  Falls; 
two  theatres  in  Appa- 
lachia, Va.;  the  Liberty  in  Pikesville,  Ky„ 
and  the  Viv,  Corbin,  Ky.  President  of  the 
MPTO  of  N.  Y„  Hayman  is  general  chairman 
of  the  WAC  for  the  Buffalo  zone.  Golfing 
and  fishing  are  his  hobbies.  “Chub,”  as  he  is 
called,  has  two  sons  and  a daughter. 


In  1909,  William  F. 

Dalke,  Woodstock,  Va., 
became  interested  in 
the  then  “new  field,” 
and  Bought  his  first 
motion  picture  projec- 
tor, an  Edison,  from 
Supplies  and  Film  Ex- 
change. Opening  the 
Alhambra,  a grind 
nickelodeon  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  Dalke’s 
career  was  fairly 
launched.  His  present 
venture  is  the  Community.  He  is  on  the 
Lutheran  Church  Council,  a member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Rotary,  and  has 
a special  interest  in  Community  Chest,  Red 
Cross  and  war  bond  drives.  Son  William  is 
in  the  navy;  daughter  Lillian  works  for  Dalke. 


Ten  years  after  the 
turn  of  the  century 
Frank  Vallee  broke 
into  the  Council  Hall, 

New  York  City, 
changed  its  name  to 
the  Cherokee  Theatre, 
and  operated  the  150- 
seat  house  successfully 
for  four  years.  He 
now  manages  the  Ar- 
cadia Theatre,  located 
at  59th  St.  and  Third 
Ave.,  a popular  480- 
seat  neighborhood  house.  A member  of  the 
Island  Theatre  circuit,  Vallee  belongs  to  no 
fraternal  or  social  organizations.  His  favorite 
hobbies  are  reading  and  hunting.  He  has  two 
children;  his  son,  Mario,  with  the  armed 
forces  in  France,  and  a daughter,  Lydia. 


Slightly  over  20  years 
ago  George  E.  Maddrix 
decided  Crisfield,  Md., 
needed  regular  film 
shows,  so  he  bought 
the  old  Crisfield  Opera 
House.  Time  proved  he 
was  right.  Now  he 
owns  two  houses,  the 
Arcade,  an  800-seat 
house,  and  the  Lyric, 

400  seats,  both  located 
in  Chrisfield.  Maddrix 
is  known  as  “Tommy” 
among  his  intimates.  Interested  in  civic  af- 
fairs, he  is  a member  of  the  Somerset  County 
welfare  board,  the  Elks,  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  He  has  a wife  and  one  son, 
Paul.  Enjoys  hunting  and  fishing  when  time 
will  permit. 


Maurice  S p e w a k of 
Carteret,  N.  J.,  started 
in  show  business  in 
1909  at  Elizabeth  as  an 
apprentice  to  his  fa- 
ther, who  was  then  op- 
erating two  open-air 
theatres  in  that  com- 
munity. In  1912,  he 
acquired  the  Crescent 
Theatre  in  Carteret. 
He  is  proprietor  of  the 
Ritz  and  Palace  there 
and  is  a sergeant-at- 
arms  of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  N.  J.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Masons.  Spewak  is  an  ex- 
pert swimmer.  He  has  four  children,  one  of 
them  a student  at  William  and  Mary,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Vo.  To  friends  he  is  “Moe.”  He 
waxes  enthusiastic  over  theatre  business. 


After  two  years  as  a 
cashier  at  the  St. 
Mary’s  Theatre,  Leon- 
ardtown,  Md.,  Kenneth 
B.  Duke  purchased 
half  interest  in  the 
house  from  his  brother 
Roland,  May  1,  1916. 
He  is  a member  of  the 
county  bond  commit- 
tees, co-chairman  of 
the  National  War 
Fund,  Inc.,  chairman 
of  the  OPA  price 
panel  and  a member  of  the  rehabilitation 
committee  for  discharged  veterans.  In  addi- 
tion he  is  a member  of  St.  Mary’s  post  of  the 
American  Legion,  and  of  the  40&8.  To  friends 
he  is  known  as  “Judge.”  His  hobbies  are 
gardening  and  fishing. 


Some  37  years  ago, 
Edward  Avella,  owner 
of  the  Italia  Theatre, 
Philadelphia,  was  pre- 
senting Italian  vaude- 
ville in  the  Quaker 
C i t y’s  Verdi  Hall, 
owned  by  Ferruccio 
Giannini.  Soon  after- 
ward he  became  the 
latter’s  partner  in  a 
film  exchange  in  order 
to  supply  the  house 
with  programs  and  has 
been  in  the  picture  business  ever  since.  In- 
terested in  Italian  drama,  Avella  has  per- 
formed in  several  Italian  plays.  His  latest 
role  was  Othello.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Sons  of  Italy.  Avella’s  spare  time  is  devoted 
to  the  study  of  Italian  literature. 


“Uncle”  Louis  Goidel, 
as  he  is  widely  known, 
was  a lecturer  and 
singer  when  he  decid- 
ed to  buy  the  Hamil- 
ton, Brooklyn.  He  now 
owns  the  Lido  there. 

He  maintains  contacts 
with  old  associates  and 
is  a member  of  Na- 
tional Variety  Artists, 

Inc.  He  also  is  on  the 
executive  committee  cf 
Unaffiliated  Theatres. 

His  chief  interests  outside  of  exhibition  are 
in  child  welfare  work.  His  son,  Irving,  a mem- 
ber of  the  army  medical  corps,  is  now  sta- 
tioned overseas.  He  lives  at  80  Winthrop  St., 
Brooklyn.  Running  for  public  office  has  never 
interested  him,  he  says. 


Arriving  in  the  United 


States  from  Greece  in 
1906,  George  D.  Sta- 
matis,  Brooklyn,  visit- 
ed a movie  house  his 
second  day  here  and 
became  convinced  the 
picture  industry  was 
the  business  for  him. 

Opening  his  first  thea- 
tre, an  open  air  movie, 
in  Brooklyn  in  1908,  it 
was  but  two  years  later 
he  went  into  partner- 
ship with  his  brothers.  A strong  booster  for 
the  industry,  he  operates  the  Apollo,  Brook- 
lyn. “And,”  states  Mr.  Stamatis,  “regardless 
of  its  many  ups  and  downs,  I still  love  it!”  He 
has  four  children.  Both  of  his  sons  have 
served  overseas. 


William  A.  Jones  jr.  of 

Warsaw,  Va.,  became 
interested  in  theatre 
management  through 
a buddy  in  the  air 
service  during  World 
War  I,  and  after  his 
discharge  he  entered 
the  business  by  pur- 
chasing the  Warsaw 
Theatre.  His  house 
opened  Christmas 
night,  1920,  with  a 
Wiiliam  Hart  feature, 

“The  Toll  Gate.”  A member  of  the  MPTO  of 
Va„  he  is  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth, 
Richmond  County;  director  of  the  Northern 
Neck  State  Bank  and  is  a member  of  the 
USCG  auxiliary.  His  son  attends  West  Point. 
He  spends  his  spare  time  aboard  his  yacht. 
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VISITORS  AT  M-G-M — Top — Four  field  men  in  New  York  for  conferences 
with  Howard  Dietz,  vice-president  in  charge  of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploi- 
tation. They  are,  top:  E.  B.  Coleman,  Dallas;  Bernie  Evens,  Kansas  City;  Dietz; 
Irving  Waterstreet,  St.  Louis,  and  Ed  Gardiner,  Oklahoma  City. 

Bottom — Office  managers  confer  with  A.  J.  Nelson  of  the  contract  department: 
Left  to  right:  Gil  Becker,  Detroit;  William  Levine,  assistant  to  Nelson;  A.  J.  Nel- 
son; Walter  Bennin,  Milwaukee,  and  John  Coyne,  Cleveland. 


Albany  Goes  All-Out 
In  Red  Cross  Drive 

ALBANY — All  202  theatres  in  this  district 
have  signed  to  participate  in  the  Red  Cross 
drive,  March  15-21.  This  was  announced 
Sunday  to  a cheering  luncheon  group  of  150 
exhibitors  and  distributors  in  the  Ten  Eyck 
Hotel.  Albany  was  said  to  be  the  first  terri- 
tory to  report  100  per  cent  cooperation  by 
film  houses. 

Ben  J.  Kalmenson,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager  of  Warners,  and  Maj.  Les- 
lie E.  Thompson,  vice-president  of  RKO,  were 
the  chief  speakers. 

Kalmenson  declared  that  the  Red  Cross 
campaign  would  have  top  priority  from  all 
employes  in  the  film  business.  Kalmenson,  a 
dynamic  speaker,  pointed  out  that  there  was 
an  added  incentive  for  everyone  in  the  busi- 
ness to  work  for  the  Red  Cross:  All  had  sons, 
relatives  or  other  members  of  the  family 
circle  in  the  service. 

Thompson  hoped  “We  can  double  the 
amount  raised  last  year.”  He  emphasized 
that  every  theatre  should  take  collections  at 
every  performance.  Kalmenson  suggested 
that  houses  in  small  towns  stop  making  col- 
lections after  the  first  show  “break”  because 
they  missed  many  departing  patrons  this 
way.  Instead,  he  suggested  a “break”  during 
the  first  show,  perhaps  after  several  shorts 
have  been  screened. 

Another  speaker,  former  Judge  Edward  N. 
Scheiberling,  national  commander  of  the 
American  Legion  and  member  of  Variety 
Club  here,  said  he  felt  certain  that  the  film 
business  would  continue  its  unremitting  ef- 
fort for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Lieut.  Alexander  E.  Sable,  wounded  veteran 
of  a tank  destroyer  unit,  declared,  “I  am  here 
today  because  of  the  Red  Cross.”  Shot  through 
the  stomach,  Lieutenant  Sable  had  received 
a gallon  and  a half  of  plasma. 


20th-Fox  Executives 
Boost  Albany  Drive 

ALBANY — Jack  Schlaifer,  central  division 
manager  for  20th -Fox,  and  Edward  X.  Callag- 
han, district  manager  from  Boston,  hopped  to 
Albany  to  discuss  with  staff  members  20th- 
Fox’s  30th  anniversary  drive.  Tom  Connors, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  sales,  hoped  to 
visit  the  city,  in  this  connection,  but  could 
not  make  it.  L.  P.  Rogers,  ad  sales  super- 
visor for  20th-Fox,  was  ^lso  in  town.  The 
drive  is  for  a company  picture  in  every  Al- 
bany district  theatre  every  day  in  March. 

D.  C.  Film  Industry  Sets 
Goal  for  Red  Cross  Drive 

WASHINGTON— With  approximately  $90,- 
000  as  the  figure  reached  by  Washington  film 
folk  during  last  year’s  Red  Cross  drive,  local' 
money-raisers  are  setting  $100,000  as  the  goal 
for  the  new  drive  planned  for  March  15  to  21. 

Chairmanned  locally  by  John  J.  Payette, 
Carter  Barron,  John  Allen,  J.  E.  Fontaine  and 
Frank  LaFalce,  the  fund-raising  activities  call 
for  intensive  action  that  should  net  a figure 
far  beyond  the  goal  set. 

Menken,  Newsreel  Ace, 
Telecasts  War  Films 

NEW  YORK  — Arthur  Menken,  former 
Paramount’s  newsreel  war  correspondent,  tele- 
cast several  films  showing  war  in  the  Pacific 
theatre  of  operations  over  station  WABD, 
DuMont  television  outlet. 

Menken  showed  pictures  he  took  at  the  fall 
of  Corregidor  and  Bataan,  and  shots  of  the 
campaign  in  China.  Program  was  called  “The 
Pacific  Belies  Its  Name.” 


Capital  Area  Ready 
For  the  Big  Drive 

WASHINGTON — More  than  160  members 
of  the  motion  picture  industry  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  Maryland  and  Virginia 
attended  the  regional  meeting  last  week 
sponsored  by  the  WAC  on  behalf  of  the  1945 
Red  Cross  War  Fund  campaign.  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  chairman  of  the  industry’s  Red 
Cross  drive,  and  William  A.  Scully,  the  prin- 
cipal speakers,  outlined  the  plans  for  in- 
dustry participation  in  the  drive. 

Scully,  representing  distribution,  focussed 
his  discussion  on  distributor  salesmen,  em- 
phasizing the  immediate  need  of  getting  the 
Red  Cross  pledges,  checking  with  exhibitors 
on  showing  of  the  trailer  and  making  collec- 
tions, and  aiding  both  the  theatre  and  Red 
Cross  representatives  wherever  possible. 

S.  H.  Kauffmann,  general  chairman  for  the 
DofC,  thanked  the  showmen  for  cooperation 
given  the  drive  last  season. 

Lieut.  Ferdinand  Suehle  of  the  Third  serv- 
ice command,  Baltimore,  praised  the  work  of 
the  Red  Cross  abroad  and  gave  details  of  how 
much  “G.I.  Joe”  depends  on  Red  Cross  aid. 

The  meeting,  conducted  by  A.  Julian  Bry- 
iawski,  president  of  the  MPTO  of  D.  C.,  was 
attended  by  the  following  Washington  Red 
Cross  executives: 

J.  Clifford  Folger,  Charles  B.  Henderson, 
Harvey  Cheston,  Norman  Barnes,  Martin 
Wiegand  and  Paul  Clark. 

Representing  the  area  WAC:  John  J.  Pay- 
ette, Carter  T.  Barron,  John  Allen,  J.  E.  Fon- 
taine, Frank  LaFalce,  J.  B.  Brecheen,  Wil- 
liam Crockett,  Isadore  Rappaport  and  Earl 
Sweigert. 

Showmen  who  attended  included:  Robert 
Smeltzer,  Fred  Biersdorf,  Sam  Galanty,  Ben 
Caplon,  Rudy  Berger,  George  Crouch,  Nat 
Glasser,  Charles  V.  Grimes,  Harry  Lohmeyer, 
Max  Cohen,  Jake  Flax,  George  Gill,  C.  E. 
Peppiatt,  Mark  Silver,  Sam  Wheeler,  Art 
Jacobson,  Sam  Roth,  F.  M.  Boucher,  Sol 
Sorkin,  Milton  Swartz,  F.  I.  Martin,  Bernard 
Seaman,  Chauncey  B.  Noef,  Rodney  Collier, 
W.  C.  Parker,  K.  Ornoff,  H.  C.  Valentine  and 
William  Zell. 

Stanley,  N.  Y„  Presents 
Two  Chekhov  Comedies 

NEW  YORK— For  the  first  time  in  its 
existence  as  a show  window  for  Russian  films, 
the  Stanley  Theatre  presented  a double  pre- 
miere of  two  new  Soviet  photoplays,  “Mar- 
riage” and  “Jubilee.”  Captioned  the  Anton 
Chekhov  Film  Festival,  the  two  comedies  were 
released  as  part  of  the  40th  anniversary  ob- 
servance of  the  famed  Russian  satirist’s 
death. 

The  two  pictures,  featuring  stars  of  the 
Moscow  Art  Theatre,  are  being  currently 
screened  in  leading  Soviet  film  theatres. 
Broadway  reviewers  were  no  less  enthusiastic 
in  praising  the  comedies  than  were  their 
press  colleagues  in  the  USSR. 

United  Artists  Manager 
In  Philippines  Saved 

MANILA,  P.  I. — United  Artists’  Philippines 
manager,  Charles  H.  Core,  his  wife  and 
daughter,  are  among  the  Americans  liberated 
from  the  Jap  prison  camps  by  General  Mac- 
Arthur’s  forces.  The  Cores  were  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  Japs  shortly  after  Pearl  Harbor. 


Tells  Red  Cross  Drive  Plans 

NEW  YORK — Harry  Mandel,  national  pub- 
licity co-chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  drive, 
addressed  a meeting  of  the  metropolitan  zone 
publicists  called  for  the  purpose  of  familiariz- 
ing the  local  group  with  the  national  commit- 
tee’s plans. 
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Syracuse  Showcases 


NEW  YORKERS  START  DRIVE — Industry  leaders  turned  out  in  force  for  the 
managers’  breakfast  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  at  which  details  of  the  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign were  explained.  Top — N.  Peter  Rathvon,  industry  chairman;  Colby  Chester, 
national  chairman  for  the  Red  Cross  in  the  drive;  Arthur  Mayer,  deputy  Red  Cross 
commissioner  in  the  Pacific  area,  and  Sam  Rinzler,  metropolitan  co-chairman. 
Bottom — (1-r)  Arthur  M.  Brilant,  national  publicity  coordinator;  S.  Barret  Mc- 
Cormick and  Harry  Mandel,  national  publicity  directors,  and  Leon  J.  Bamberger, 
national  campaign  director. 


Hard  Hit  By  Ban 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. — Theatre  managers  and 
fans  took  longer  here  to  recover  from  the 
recent  fuel  closedown  than  our  neighbors 
in  upstate  New  York.  The  shutdown  lasted 
12  days  here.  Syracuse  men  in  the  trade 
believe  that  was  a record.  Theatregoers  were 
especially  film-famished  because  the  ban  em- 
braced “all  places  of  public  assembly.”  Thus, 
schools,  department  stores,  museums,  li- 
braries, church  auditoriums,  night  clubs,  tav- 
erns, bars,  private  clubs  and  lodge  rooms, 
athletic  department  of  the  YMCA,  all  small 
stores  except  pharmacies  and  groceries,  and 
all  offices  except  those  of  doctors  felt  the  ban. 

Most  managers  didn’t  learn  until  mid- 
evening on  Saturday  that  the  ban  would  go 
into  effect  three  hours  later.  Hints  had  in- 
dicated that  a shutdown  would  not  come  un- 
til the  following  Monday.  Managers  could  do 
little  more  than  stab  at  giving  interim  as- 
signments to  staffs.  Most  told  employes  to 
come  in  according  to  their  regular  schedule, 
then  burned  the  midnight  oil  whipping  into 
shape  plans  for  immediate  and  intensive 
housecleaning  and  refurbishing.  Layoffs  were 
few,  and  largely  confined  to  students  and 
other  parttime  workers.  Managers  thus 
avoided  loss  of  staffs  to  other  employers  in 
this  labor-scarce  area. 

Spend  Days  Renovating 

Cashiers  spent  most  of  the  time  answering- 
phone  inquiries.  Typical  accomplishments  re- 
ported by  houses  were:  backstage  cleanups, 
relamping,  sound  equipment  overhauling  and 
installation  of  new  equipment.  A new  Walker 
plastic  screen  was  installed  at  Keith’s. 

R.  P.  Merriman,  veteran  manager  of  the 
Franklin,  a neighborhood  house,  garnered 
public  relations  honors  by  substituting  a new 
marquee  legend  for  the  scheduled  announce- 
ment of  the  following  day’s  attractions.  The 
sign  read:  “Will  reopen  with  a good  show 
when  fuel  crisis  is  ended.”  Other  houses  left 
their  marquees  untouched  and  killed  all  ads 
until  the  RKO-Schine  and  Loew  groups  be- 
gan running  announcements  of  their  re- 
opening dates. 

The  day  after  the  ban  took  effect  numbers 
of  eager  fans  turned  up  downtown  ready  for 
the  usual  afternoon  opening.  This  phe- 
nomenon shook  the  faith  of  radio  news- 
casters who  had  been  blaring  the  scope  of 
the  ban  for  the  previous  18  hours,  and  seemed 
to  confirm  contentions  of  those  who  say  the- 
atre pages  get  closer  readership  than  other 
newspaper  sections.  Press  schedules  for  Sun- 
day editions  prevented  pulling  ads  appearing 
the  first  day  of  the  ban. 


Fuel  Ban  Causes  Big 
Loss  at  Loew's  State 

SYRACUSE — Loew’s  State  suffered,  about 
$3,000  damage  in  an  unusual  accident  in- 
directly caused  by  the  recent  fuel  shutdown. 
A fire  line  to  two  hoses  in  the  lower  lounge 
froze  and  burst  during  the  night  and  was 
not  discovered  until  6 a.  m. 

Releasing  about  100  gallons  of  water  a 
minute,  the  pipe  flooded  the  lounge  to  a 
depth  of  six  inches.  In  connecting  utility 
rooms  on  a lower  level  the  depth  reached 
as  much  as  six  feet.  The  sign  shop  was 
entirely  ruined.  Repairs  are  of  a nature 
which  will  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  cause. 

The  flooding  occurred  just  after  the  veneered 
pillars  and  walls  of  the  lounges  had  been 
varnished.  They  had  to  be  done  over.  Plas- 
ter in  the  lavatories  had  to  be  repaired. 


Sarecky  to  Republic  Writers 

Barney  Sarecky ’s  first  assignment  at  Re- 
public is  the  screenplay  on  the  serial,  “The 
Purple  Shadow  Strikes.” 


Big  Film  Stock  Deals 
Reported  in  February 

PHILADELPHIA — In  the  current  report  of 
the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission,  two 
large  film  stock  deals  hold  the  spotlight  in 
market  activity  of  amusement  securities.  The 
report  covers  the  period  from  January  11  to 
February  10. 

The  disposal  of  359,000  shares  of  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  $1  par  common  stock  by  the 
Rockefeller  Center  was  the  largest  transac- 
tion. According  to  the  SEC  report,  this  deal 
disposes  of  the  last  RKO  stock  held  by  the 
Center. 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck  sold  42,000  shares  of  20th- 
Fox  common,  bringing  his  holdings  down  to 
130  shares. 

Transfers  in  Loew’s,  Inc.,  stock  included  the 
disposal  of  9,000  shares  by  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck  and  the  purchase  of  100  by  Eugene 
W.  Leake  of  New  York  City. 

There  was  exceptionally  keen  activity  in 
Monogram  Picture  stock.  Herman  Rifkin  of 
Boston  added  6,667  shares  of  Monogram,  mak- 
ing his  total  16,685.  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  New 
York,  added  362  shares  to  his  holdings,  mak- 
ing it  5,029.  Sam  Wolf,  Los  Angeles,  brought 
his  holdings  to  3,333  shares  by  the  acquisition 
of  1,000  in  October;  400  in  November,  and 
633  during  the  current  report  period. 

Monogram  Southern  Exchanges,  Inc.,  added 
a total  of  533  during  the  report  period,  bring- 
ing its  holdings  of  Monogram  stock  to  19,072. 
George  D.  Burrows,  Los  Angeles,  bought  433 
shares;  W.  Ray  Johnston,  145  shares;  Charles 
W.  Trampe,  Milwaukee,  reported  holding 
5,020. 

Monogram  Midwest  Film  Co.  acquired  633 
shares,  bringing  its  total  to  3,333,  while  Mono- 
gram Pictures,  Inc.,  added  4,800  shares  to  its 
holdings  now  totaling  12,825. 


Buffalo  R.  C.  Pledges  100  Per  Cent 

BUFFALO — All  of  the  292  theatres  in  this 
area  have  turned  in  pledges  for  the  Red  Cross 
drive.  A1  Herman,  Robert  T.  Murphy  and 
Charles  Taylor  are  distributor,  exhibitor  and 
public  relations  chairmen,  respectively. 


M-G-M  EXPLOITEERS — While  making  the  rounds  of  the  executive  offices 
during  their  week  in  New  York,  four  field  promotion  men  met  the  “big  boss.” 
Left  to  right:  Ken  Prickett,  New  Orleans;  Tom  Baldridge,  Washington;  William  F. 
Rodgers,  vice-president  and  general  sales  manager;  A1  Burks,  Charlotte,  and  James 
Ashcraft,  Philadelphia. 
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WASHINGTON 


TGTetro  News:  Ethel  Lewis,  Rudolph  Berger’s 
■*'  office,  was  weekend  hostess  to  her 
brother-in-law  and  sister,  Herman  and  Lil- 
lian Friedman.  Lillian  is  at  Loew’s  home 
office  . . . Dot  Pfluger  sent  a basket  of 
oranges  to  the  office  when  she  was  basking 
in  the  sunshine  of  Florida  with  her  sailor 
hubby  . . . Norma  Yahraus’s  son,  Seaman 
Roland  Van  Osdale,  was  in  New  York  await- 
ing reassignment. 

District  Manager  Rudolph  Berger  and 

Manager  John  Allen  visited  Morton  Thal- 
himer  and  Sam  Bendheim  in  Richmond,  El- 
more Heins  in  Roanoke,  and  Hunter  Perry 
and  Jack  Katz  in  Charlottesville  . . . Sales- 
man Jack  and  Mrs.  Goldberg  celebrated  their 
wedding  anniversary  with  a trip  to  New  York 
. . . Salesman  Harry  Cohen  boasts  of  a new 
granddaughter. 

Hazel  Adcox,  Strand  Theatre,  Covington, 
Va.,  is  in  the  hospital  . . . Esther  Katznell, 
RKO  cashier,  has  returned  to  her  desk  after 
several  days’  illness  . . . Eva  Catania  has  also 
returned  after  a long  siege  of  illness  which 
kept  her  home  for  several  weeks. 

The  Frank  Stovers,  Alexander  Amusement 
Co.,  have  gone  to  New  York  for  a double  cele- 
bration, “Buck’s”  birthday  and  their  19th 
wedding  anniversary  . . . Sgt.  Fred  Sapper- 
stein,  former  20th-Fox  ad  sales  manager, 
visited  the  Row  this  week.  Incidentally  Fred 
received  rave  notices  for  his  part  in  the  all 
GI  musical,  “About  Face,”  presented  at  Aber- 
deen proving  grounds  recently. 

Dorothy  Scherr  is  the  new  employe  in  the 
billing  department  . . . Rose  Frank  is  vaca- 
tioning in  Atlantic  City  . . . The  John  Allens 


gave  a surprise  birthday  party  in  their  apart- 
ment in  the  Dorchester  House  for  Warners’ 
Frank  Marshall,  New  York.  Among  those 
present  were  the  Harry  Bachmans,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carlton  Duffus,  George  Crouch,  Mary 
Davis,  Buddy  Hall  and  Mrs.  Philip  Kenworthy 
of  Boston. 

C.  E.  Peppiatt,  20th-Fox  manager,  went  to 
Richmond  to  confer  with  Morton  Thalhimer 
and  Sam  Bendheim  jr.  The  Peppiatts  will 
soon  be  moving  into  their  new  home  on  the 
East-West  highway  . . . Glenn  Norris  was  in 
for  a sales  meeting  . . . The  20th-Fox  screen- 
ing room  is  kept  constantly  busy  with  army 
and  naval  screenings  . . . Mildred  Swann, 
biller,  left  last  Saturday  to  marry  Seaman 
Leroy  F.  Mooney  in  Pasco,  Wash. 

Bob  Summerson,  Durbin  Theatre,  Durbin, 
W.  Va.,  was  in  on  one  of  his  rare  visits  . . . 
Did  you  know  that  Barry  Goldman,  Schanze 
Theatre,  Baltimore,  is  in  the  coast  guard  re- 
serve? . . . Actor  James  Dunn  and  Betty 
Smith,  author  of  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,” 
were  guests  at  the  Stage  Door  Canteen  . . . 
Claire  Cunningham,  NSS  office  manager,  is 
a grandmother  again.  Daughter  Jane  gave 
birth  to  another  son  last  week.  Uncle  John 
Cunningham  came  up  from  Atlanta  to  visit 
his  new  nephew. 

Margaret  Hoke  MacGregor  was  honored  at 
a luncheon  in  the  Statler  last  week,  on  her 
first  wedding  anniversary  with  her  naval  lieu- 
tenant hubby  away  in  the  South  Pacific.  Na- 
tional Screen  home  office  hosted  the  party 
with  all  the  girls  from  the  office  present  . . . 
Sam  Mellits,  Mellits  circuit,  was  host  to  the 
Denton,  Md.,  high  school  girls  basket  ball 
team  at  luncheon  in  the  Neptune  room  and 


later  the  party  attended  shows  at  the  Capitol 
and  Earle  theatres. 

Several  Berheimer  theatre  managers  re- 
ceived citations  from  the  treasury  department 
finance  division  for  outstanding  work  in  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  drive.  Those  honored  were 
Harry  A.  March  sr.,  Village;  Richard  Yerak, 
Newton;  Robert  L.  Bailey,  Sylvan,  and  Ed- 
ward F.  Pinkham,  Jesse. 

The  Vogue,  Baltimore,  has  been  sold  to  the 
Queen  City  Amusement  Co.,  a New  York  con- 
cern . . . Charles  Hurley,  RKO  office  man- 
ager, made  a tour  of  the  exchanges.  Regular 
monthly  fire  inspection  survey  . . . Mary  Su- 
kosky  Wright,  former  20th-Fox  telephone 
girl,  is  the  mother  of  a baby  girl  . . . J.  Louis 
Rome,  Rome  circuit,  Baltimore,  is  in  Atlantic 
City. 

Jack  Safer,  Monogram  manager,  spent  the 
weekend  in  New  York  . . . New  booker  at 
Monogram  is  Thom  Pozin  with  former  booker, 
Gladys  Murray  Silverstein,  going  to  the 
Wheeler  Film  Co.  on  March  5 . . . Mary  Meyers 
is  breaking  in  on  the  bookkeeping  machine  at 
20th-Fox  . . . Mrs.  Sidney  Lust  is  still  vaca- 
tioning in  Miami  . . . Maurice  Hendricks  and 
M.  Lessner  were  “kings  for  the  night”  on 
Tuesday  night  at  the  Baltimore  Variety  Club. 

Joe  Kronman,  Frank  LaFalce,  Nat  Browne 
and  Charlotte  Duncan  were  the  busiest  people 
at  the  American  Red  Cross  luncheon.  In  at- 
tendance were  all  district  and  branch  man- 
agers, salesmen,  office  managers  and  bookers 
from  the  exchanges  with  all  theatres  in  the 
territory  also  represented. 

Agnes  Turner,  president  of  local  F13,  has 
appointed  the  following  shop  stewards:  Alice 
Reighly,  Metro;  Helen  Gormley,  Columbia; 
Ina  Pritchard,  Universal;  Elmer  McKinley, 
United  Artists;  Bertha  Boyd,  Paramount; 
Sadie  Bowles,  Warners;  Eileen  Olivier,  20th- 
Fox,  and  George  Sullivan,  RKO. 
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Leigh  and  DOS  Contract 
Fight  to  British  Court 


Dramaiic  Red  Cross 
Plea  by  Film  Stars 

A preponderant  percentage  of  Hollywood 
workers  gathered  at  mass  meetings  on  eight 
major  studio  sound  stages  to  launch  the  in- 
dustry’s Red  Cross  campaigns.  Featured  was 
a broadcast  starring  Claudette  Colbert,  Rob- 
ert Young,  Anne  Baxter  and  Master  of  Cere- 
monies George  Murphy,  with  an  appeal  by 
Drive  Chairman  Walter  F.  Wanger. 

The  stars  were  heard  in  a dramatic  pro- 
gram explaining  why  the  Red  Cross  needs 
$200,000,000,  or  $6  every  second,  to  carry  on 
its  many  worldwide  services  during  1945. 
The  show  was  written  and  directed  by  John 
Boylan  for  the  Hollywood  Writers  Mobiliza- 
tion. 

Following  the  show,  which  was  piped  to 
the  various  lots,  appeals  by  company  heads 
or  studio  colonels  started  actual  solicitation 
in  the  drive. 

“I  am  convinced  that  the  sooner  the  job 
is  done,  the  greater  the  results  will  be,”  said 
Chairman  Wanger.  “This  nation’s  expand- 
ing military  activities  point  up  the  increas- 
ing needs  of  Red  Cross  this  year,  and  I am 
confident  that  this  industry’s  response  will 
keep  pace  with  the  growing  requirements. 
Not  only  do  we  want  100  per  cent  partici- 
pation from  the  industry,  but  we  hope  that 
every  person  will  give  as  closely  as  he  pos- 
sibly can  to  the  suggested  “yardstick”  which 
has  been  worked  out  and  approved  by  rep- 
resentatives of  all  unions,  guilds  and  other 
groups.” 

A precampaign  gift  of  $25,000  gave  impetus 
to  the  drive.  It  came  from  Hollywood  Turf 
Club  Associated  Charities,  Inc.,  and  was  an- 
nounced at  a luncheon  attended  by  studio 
and  guild  colonels,  labor  majors  and  leaders. 
Announcement  of  the  sum  was  made  by 
Edward  Blackburn,  treasurer  of  the  Holly- 
wood Turf  Club  and  its  charities  organiza- 
tion. The  gift  is  part  of  a total  sum  of 
$163,000  raised  for  the  Los  Angeles  chapter, 
Red  Cross,  and  it  was  explained  that  the 
allocation  to  the  industry  drive  is  being 
credited  by  the  local  chapter. 

Story  of  Paris  Police 
Is  Set  for  Geo.  Sanders 

Producer  Arnold  Pressburger  has  gone  to 
Paris  for  the  setting  for  his  next  film, 
“Vidocq,”  scheduled  as  a starrer  for  George 
Sanders.  The  story  is  a comedy-adventure 
on  the  life  of  the  French  capital’s  famous 
police  prefecture  headed  by  Vidocq  who 
cleaned  up  Paris  in  1810,  and  is  based  on 
his  memoirs.  Douglas  Sirk  will  direct  the 
picture  to  be  released  by  United  Artists. 


Lloyd  Starrer  Is  Set 

“Saga  of  Harold  Diddlebock,”  starring  Har- 
old Lloyd,  has  been  selected  by  Preston 
Sturges  as  his  initial  production  for  United 
Artists  release. 


To  Hollywood,  a producer-star  contractual 
conflict  hardly  is  man-bites-dog  news.  But 
when  that  battle  has  been  kept  very  sub  rosa 
during  its  brewing,  when  it  assumes  interna- 
tional status,  and  when  it  concerns  the  pro- 
ducer and  star  of  so  widely-known  a film  as 
“GWTW,”  the  film  capital,  blase  to  most  such 
quarrels,  begins  to  notice  the  embroglio. 

First  news  that  all  was  not  sunshine  and 
light  between  David  O.  Selznick  and  Vivien 
Leigh  came  from  London,  reporting  that  DOS 
is  seeking  in  the  British  courts  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  fair  Vivien  from  engaging  in 
certain  “minor”  Thespian  activities. 

Selznick’s  Side  of  Story 

The  cat  being  out  of  the  bag,  Daniel  T. 
O’Shea,  executive  director  of  the  Selznick 
studios,  issued  a lengthy  statement  which  set 
forth  the  “facts  of  the  issue.”  Selznick’s  side 
of  the  story,  as  outlined  in  the  O’Shea  state- 
ment, follows.  No  one  was  on  hand  in  Holly- 
wood to  speak  for  Miss  Leigh. 

“We  have  been  advised  by  our  London  at- 
torneys, Joynson-Hicks  and  Sir  Walter 
Monckton,  that  the  decision  of  the  London 
court  in  our  application  for  an  interim  in- 
junction in  the  Vivien  Leigh  case  in  no  way 
prejudices  our  claim  for  a permanent  injunc- 
tion, which  will  be  dealt  with  at  the  hearing 
of  the  action. 

“The  facts  in  this  case  have  never  been 
made  public  by  us,  and  in  view  of  the  pub- 
licity that  has  been  given  to  the  matter  by 
the  press,  we  deem  it  advisable  to  make  the 
issue,  which  is  quite  simple,  clear. 

Says  Selznick  Made  Her  Famous 

“Mr.  Selznick  extended  Miss  Leigh  the  op- 
portunity to  become  world-famous  as  Scarlett 
O’Hara,  despite  severe  criticisms  of  this  cast- 
ing at  the  time.  Incident  to  the  assignment 
there  was,  of  course,  the  customary  long-term 
contract.  Sir  Alexander  Korda,  who  held  a 
previous  contract  with  Miss  Leigh  when  she 
was  comparatively  obscure,  received,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  contract,  the  claim  on  Miss 
Leigh’s  services  for  a limited  number  of  pic- 
tures over  a period  of  years. 

“Mr.  Selznick  has  not  had  the  opportunity 
to  present  Miss  Leigh  in  other  films,  follow- 
ing the  sensational  success  of  both  ‘Gone  With 
the  Wind’  and  her  performance  in  it,  due 
principally  to  the  fact  that  contrary  to  all 
industry  precedent  and  customary  procedure, 
and  against  our  own  interests,  we  granted 
Miss  Leigh’s  request  that  she  be  permitted 
to  do  some  plays.  These  included  ‘Romeo 
and  Juliet,’  her  appearance  in  which  we  were 
opposed,  but  permission  to  do  which  we 
granted  because  of  her  urgent  pleas  that  she 
be  permitted  to  appear  in  this  production 
opposite  and  under  the  direction  of  her  hus- 
band, Laurence  Olivier. 

“When  England  went  to  war,  Miss  Leigh 


expressed  a desire  to  go  back  to  England  for 
three  months.  While  this  again  constituted  a 
serious  loss  to  us,  we  granted  a leave  of  ab- 
sence in  recognition  of  what  we  knew  to  be 
the  sincerity  of  Miss  Leigh’s  patrotic  impulse, 
and  of  the  fact  that  she  desired  to  be  with 
her  husband  in  the  last  month  before  he  en- 
tered the  service. 

“So  long  as  Miss  Leigh’s  husband  was  in 
the  service  we  cooperated  with  her  every  re- 
quest in  a manner  which  the  industry  will 
recognize  as  being  most  extraordinary.  De- 
spite her  pledged  word  of  honor  that  she 
would  return  in  three  months,  we  have  never- 
theless granted  her  requests  for  further  leaves 
of  absence  permitting  her  to  remain  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  star  of  ‘Gone  With  the  Wind,’ 
up  to  April  of  1944,  as  a consequence,  had  been 
unavailable  to  Mr.  Selznick  for  motion  pic- 
tures since  November,  1940. 

“Casts  Her  in  ‘Minor’  Role” 

“However,  when  Mr.  Olivier  was  released 
from  the  service  he  demanded  that  Miss 
Leigh  be  cast  in  an  extremely  minor  role  in 
the  picturization  of  William  Shakespeare’s 
‘Henry  the  Fifth’  of  which  he  was  the  star, 
producer,  and  director.  At  this  point  we  com- 
menced to  feel  that  our  good  nature  and  co- 
operation were  being  imposed  upon  and  nat- 
urally we  declined,  since  we  felt  that  Miss 
Leigh’s  status  as  a star  did  not  warrant  such 
an  assignment  which  was  a relatively  minor 
role  simply  because  she  was  married  to  Mr. 
Olivier. 

“When  we  were  informed  recently  that  Miss 
Leigh  intended  to  ignore  her  contract  by 
appearing  in  a play  produced  and  directed  by 
Mr.  Olivier  presumably  at  his  instigation,  we 
advised  them  both  that  unless  Miss  Leigh 
gave  evidence  of  a willingness  to  live  up  to  her 
pledged  word,  and  to  repay  in  kind  our  past 
cooperation,  we  would  be  unable  and  unwill- 
ing to  give  further  consent  to  departures 
from  a contract  that  had  been  circumvented 
in  so  many  ways  and  for  so  long,  albeit  with 
our  consent. 

“Far  from  giving  any  indication  of  his  rec- 
ognition of  Miss  Leigh’s  moral  and  legal 
obligations  to  us,  Mr.  Olivier  deliberately 
proceeded  with  plans  for  the  production  of 
the  play  in  question  with  Miss  Leigh.  Since 
we  feel  that  we  are  the  victims  of  gross 
abuse  of  our  generosity  and  understanding, 
we  determined  to  seek  a delineation  of  our 
contractual  rights  from  the  English  courts. 

“We  were  extremely  sympathetic  to  Miss 
Leigh  so  long  as  the  war  and  her  hus- 
band’s service  with  the  armed  forces  were 
considerations.  But  we  cannot  do  other 
than  to  take  every  legal  course  within  our 
power  necessary  to  stop  Mr.  Olivier,  or  any 
other  producer,  from  utilizing  Miss  Leigh’s 
services  in  disregard  of  her  contractual  obli- 
gations and  her  pledged  word.” 
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Films  Above  Good 
Chow  Among  GIs 

Motion  pictures  are  the  greatest  positive 
morale  factor  among  America’s  armed  forces 
and  will  become  an  equally  great  factor  in 
rehabilitation  of  war-torn  nations,  in  the 
opinion  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lynn  Cowan,  who  made 
a report  to  the  film  industry  through  the  in- 
dustry’s public  information  committee. 
Cowan,  who  served  as  motion  picture  officer 
through  most  of  three  years  in  Gen.  Douglas 
MacArthur’s  Southwest  Pacific  command, 
made  his  informal  report  before  checking  in 
at  Santa  Barbara  for  reassignment  following 
a furlough. 

“Just  as  films  have  maintained  home  ties 
for  our  soldiers  everywhere,  they  will  bring 
the  peoples  of  the  world  back  to  the  trends 
of  world  affairs,”  he  said. 

Cowan  declared  that  without  the  motion 
picture  program  which  resulted  from  the  film 
industry’s  gift  of  its  product,  the  standard  of 
morale  existing  in  the  armed  forces  could  not 
have  been  maintained. 

“Besides  providing  entertainment,  movies 
have  given  our  men  a different  aspect  on  the 
job  they  are  doing  and  have  kept  them  from 
losing  contact  with  home,”  he  said.  “Army 
censors  report  that  the  effect  of  films  is 
shown  in  a general  rise  in  spirits  reflected  in 
letters  home.  And  the  reaction  of  the  GIs  is 
best  shown  in  the  fact  that  they  will  put  up 
with  the  bad  chow  but  they  will  not  accept 
failure  to  get  their  movies.  For  that  reason, 
movies  have  had  first  priority  after  neces- 
sary military  supplies  wherever  a beachhead 
has  been  established.” 


DeMille  Gives  Memorial 
Theatre  to  the  USC 

Cecil  B.  De  Mille  has  presented  the  col- 
lege of  fine  arts  of  the  University  of  South- 
ern California  with  a theatre,  according  to 
an  announcement  by  Rufus  B.  Von  Klein- 
smid,  the  university’s  president.  To  be  con- 
structed on  the  campus,  the  playhouse  will 
be  named  the  De  Mille  Theatre  in  recog- 
nition of  the  75  years  of  continuous  service 
to  the  drama  of  America  by  the  family  bear- 
ing that  name. 

“This  outstanding  gift  includes  the  De 
Mille  cinema  library,  which  brings  to  the 
university  the  best  assembly  of  historical  and 
research  material  on  this  field  in  the  world. 
Its  books,  scenarios  and  reels  present  the 
story  of  the  development  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  from  its  inception  to  the  present 
day,”  President  Von  Kleinsmid  stated. 

The  collection  features  more  than  60  scripts 
dating  from  1913  including  De  Mille’s  pro- 
duction “The  Squaw  Man,”  first  feature 
length  film  made  in  America. 

Monogram  Starts  Filming 
A Lend-Lease  Picture 

Phil  Karlstein,  Monogram  contract  di- 
rector, has  begun  the  filming  of  an  untitled 
short  subject  on  lend-lease  for  the  OWI  and 
the  War  Activities  Committee.  The  film, 
which  will  be  produced  by  Monogram,  is  the 
joint  effort  of  the  latter  and  PRC,  which 
will  share  distribution  expense.  It  was  ar- 
ranged by  I.  E.  Chadwick,  president  of  the 
Independent  Motion  Picture  Producers  of 
America. 


Hollywood  at  War 


While  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign will  add  to  the  busy  schedules  of 
Hollywoodians  who  devote  all  of  their  avail- 
able time  to  the  war  effort,  there  has  been 
little  letdown  in  their  principal  activity — 
the  entertainment  of  the  lads  and  lassies 
in  uniform. 

Ronald  Colman  and  Paul  Muni  were  set 
by  the  Hollywood  Victory  Committee  for 
USO  Camp  Shows  tours  on  the  GI  hospital 
circuit.  Muni  left  on  a two-week  route  cov- 
ering six  hospitals  at  El  Paso,  San  Antonio 
and  Temple,  Tex.  He  was  to  spend  from 
one  to  four  days  in  each  hospital,  with  a 
schedule  calling  for  visits  in  every  ward. 
Colman  will  leave  March  15  for  a two-week 
tour  through  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma  and 
Texas. 

A troupe  headed  by  Danny  Kaye  flew  to 
San  Francisco  for  a three-day  stand  at  five 
naval  installations  in  the  bay  area.  Others 
in  the  company  were  Robert  Armstrong,  Rod- 
ney Bell,  Eddie  and  Nadine  Cochrane,  Ber- 
nice Claire  and  Jimmy  Wilder,  Jean  Davis, 
Bonita  Granville,  Chico  Marx  and  Heidi 
Olson. 

A troupe  including  Joan  Arnold,  the  Dewey 
Sisters,  Kim  Kimberly,  Tommy  Reilly,  Teddy 
Sherman,  Danny  Thomas  and  Virginia 
Thorpe  entertained  at  the  army  air  base  at 
Victorville. 

A Burns  and  Allen  Platter 

George  Burns  and  Grade  Allen  did  a com- 
bined armed  forces  radio  service  and  Holly- 
wood Canteen  appearance  when  they  re- 
corded before  the  canteen  audience  a “G.I. 
Journal”  transcription  for  transmission  over- 
seas. Connie  Haines  and  Mel  Blanc  com- 
pletes the  program  cast,  with  Harry  Mitchell 
announcing. 

Lionel  Barrymore  was  assigned  a “Con- 
cert Hall”  overseas  transcriptions. 

Connie  Haines  waxed  “Yankee  Bandstand.” 


Martha  Mears  recorded  an  “At  Ease”  song- 
platter. 

Anne  Baxter  and  Charles  Bickford  were  set 
by  the  HVC  for  appearances  to  aid  the  Red 
Cross  campaign.  Miss  Baxter  starred  in  a 
'Blue  Network  transcontinental  broadcast. 

Bickford  highlighted  a rally  of  Red  Cross 
volunteer  workers  at  Philharmonic  audi- 
torium March  1. 

A star-studded  cast  appeared  in  a benefit 
show  for  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  including  the 
Andrews  Sisters,  Roy  Benson,  Ray  Bolger, 
Jimmy  Durante,  Carmen  Miranda,  George 
Murphy,  Danny  Thomas  and  Dinah  Shore. 

Ginny  Simms,  Dick  Haymes,  John  Gar- 
field, George  Gibbs  and  Danny  Thomas  were 
scheduled  for  a Command  Performance  tran- 
scription. 

Linda  Darnell  waxed  a “Hollywood  Visits 
the  Americas”  transcription  for  the  co- 
ordinator of  inter-American  affairs  and 
Bing  Crosby  was  set  for  a similar  program. 

Stars  Tour  Hospitals 

Walter  Pidgeon,  who  left  for  New  York, 
was  set  before  his  departure  for  a USO- 
Camp  Shows  hospital  tour.  Leaving  New 
York,  Pidgeon  was  scheduled  to  spend  two 
weeks  on  the  hospital  circuit  in  the  south- 
eastern seaboard  area. 

Jimmy  Durante  and  troupe  made  a one- 
day  stand  at  Santa  Barbara,  visiting  Hoff 
General  Hospital  and  Santa  Barbara  redis- 
tribution center.  With  Durante  were  Garry 
Moore,  Eddie  Jackson,  Stu  Wilson,  Roy  Ben- 
son, Roy  Bargy,  Lorraine  Krueger,  Ruth  Fix 
and  A1  Roth. 

Danny  Kaye,  returning  from  Ft.  Douglas, 
Ariz.,  stopped  off  at  Phoenix  army  air  base 
for  a matinee.  In  his  troupe  were  Patti 
Thomas,  Nancy  Barnes,  Val  Setz,  Sherry 
Cameron  and  Julie  Lynn. 

A troupe  playing  the  Santa  Monica  air 
force  redistribution  center  included  Eddie 
and  Nadie  Cochrane,  the  Dewey  sisters,  Evans 
and  Evans,  Bernice  Clair  and  Jimmy  Wilder. 
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Lights  and  Tree 
Given  Premieres 

PRC’s  “When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again” 
was  premiered  at  A1  Galston’s  local  Hawaii 
Theatre  for  the  benefit  of  the  Beverly  Hills 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars.  The  post  is 
campaigning  for  funds  to  construct  a new 
club  for  returning  veterans  of  the  current  war. 
A military  display,  lights  and  guest  stars  were 
featured  at  the  premiere. 

Dennis  Morgan,  Janis  Paige  and  Alan  Hale 
were  back  at  Warner  studio  following  their 
personal  appearances  at  the  world  premiere 
of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  at  Macon,  Ga. 

“A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  20th-Fox 
feature,  was  treated  to  a typical  Hollywood 
gala  premiere  at  Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre, 
funds  from  which  were  contributed  to  the 
naval  aid  auxiliary.  The  film  opened  its  reg- 
ular run  at  the  Chinese  the  following  day. 

20th-Fox  Man  in  Jap  Hands 
Reported  in  Fair  Condition 

Arthur  G.  Doyle,  35,  Far  East  manager  for 
20th-Fox  Film  Corp.,  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Japs  shortly  after  Pearl  Harbor,  is  alive  and 
in  “fair  physical  health,”  according  to  a cable 
received  last  week  by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Clayton 
P.  Sheehan  of  New  York.  Sheehan  is  a mem- 
ber of  20th-Fox’s  foreign  staff.  Doyle  has 
another  sister,  Mrs.  Leo  P.  Meyer,  who  lives 
in  Buffalo.  She  said  a package  she  sent  in 
July  1942  to  her  brother  was  acknowledged 
in  a 25-word  message  received  only  last  week. 
Air  employe  of  20th-Fox  for  nine  years,  Doyle 
lived  in  China,  Japan  and  the  Philippines  in 
the  years  before  the  war  and  maintained  a 
home  in  Tokyo.  He  was  among  internees  at 
Santo  Tomas.  Up  to  last  week,  when  his 
letter  arrived,  last  word  regarding  his  where- 
abouts was  from  a Gripsholm  passenger  who 
told  Mrs.  Meyer  in  December  1943  that  her 
brother  was  alive,  but  a prisoner. 


LeRoy  Back  at  RKO  to  Go 
To  Work  on  "The  Robe" 

Director  Mervyn  LeRoy’s  activities  at  War- 
ner studio  have  been  shelved  and  he  will 
return  to  the  RKO  lot  to  dovote  his  imme- 
diate attention  to  “The  Robe,”  which  he  will 
pilot  for  Producer  Frank  Ross.  Recently, 
LeRoy  moved  into  his  Burbank  quarters  to 
prepare  the  initialer,  “The  Fountainhead,” 
for  his  own  recently-organized  company,  Ar- 
rowhead Productions. 

It  was  then  announced  that  in  the  mean- 
time he  would  direct  one  for  Warners,  “Chick- 
en Every  Sunday,”  scheduled  as  Jack  Benny’s 
next  starrer.  Benny,  however,  has  decided  to 
take  a rest  before  his  next  camera  appear- 
ance, resulting  in  postponement  of  “Chicken,” 
and  LeRoy’s  return  to  his  “The  Robe”  chore. 

Suits  Over  "Sun"  End  With 
New  Firm  Taking  Over 

Ownership  of  the  recently-completed  “A 
Walk  in  the  Sun,”  film  version  of  the  Harry 
Brown  novel,  possession  of  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  considerable  controversy  and 
litigation,  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  a new 
company,  Superior  Pictures,  a corporation 
formed  by  Lewis  Milestone,  David  Hersh  and 
John  J.  Fisher.  Milestone  directed  the  film 
for  Samuel  Bronston’s  Comstock  Productions 
and  it  was  earmarked  for  United  Artists  re- 
lease. 


Phil  Krasne  Departs 

Producer  Philip  Krasne  has  checked  out  of 
Monogram.  The  studio  will  take  over  pro- 
duction of  the  Jimmy  Wakely  and  four  Cisco 
Kid  series  as  well  as  Duncan  Renaldo’s 
contract. 
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Southland  Hoping 
For  Brief  Curfew 

LOS  ANGELES  — Came  Monday  night, 
February  26,  and  “Curfew  Shall  Not  Ring  To- 
night” was  not  the  theme  song  of  the  south- 
land’s showmen.  Along  with  night  clubs, 
bars  and  other  establishments  grouped  to- 
gether under  the  general  classification  of 
places  of  entertainment,  the  theatres  of  this 
community  were  closed  tightly  upon  the 
stroke  of  12. 

But,  while  local  show  houses  joined  those 
of  the  rest  of  the  nation  in  paying  strict  ob- 
servance to  the  Byrnes  midnight  closing  di- 
rective, hope  ran  high  that  local  adherence 
thereto  would  be  shortlived.  Exhibitors  who 
were  affected  by  the  curfew  were  placing 
faith  in  the  opinion  that  later  interpretation 
from  Washington  would  establish  that  the 
curfew  is  solely  to  save  fuel  and  power,  and 
that  the  same  exception  will  be  made  locally 
as  was  made  in  connection  with  the  brown- 
out. 

No  Fuel  Problem 

Because  this  community  is  served  with 
hydroelectric  power  and  because  what  little 
heating  is  necessary  comes  mostly  from  elec- 
tricity or  natural  gas,  there  is  no  fuel  or 
power  problem,  it  was  pointed  out.  For  those 
reasons,  southern  California  was  exempted 
from  the  brownout  orders. 

Their  hopes  were  further  bolstered  by  the 
fact  that  the  Los  Angeles  mayor  and  city 
fathers  had  petitioned  Washington  to  grant 
this  community  the  same  amnesty  that  was 
applied  to  the  brownout  ruling  and  for  the 
same  reasons. 

Among  members  of  the  Independent  Thea- 
tre Owners  of  Southern  California  and  Ari- 
zona, there  are  14  houses  which  were  affected 
by  the  midnight  closing  directive. 

Affected  by  Closing  Order 

Locally,  FWC  has  12  such  theatres  and  it 
is  estimated  that  there  are  another  15  or  20 
among  the  individual  theatres  and  small  cir- 
cuits not  members  of  ITOSCA. 

FWC’s  12  houses  operated  on  an  all-night 
policy.  Two  of  them  are  first  run  showcases, 
the  Los  Angeles  Theatre  and  Loew’s  State. 

Another  factor  which  exhibitors  call  to  at- 
tention is  that  most  of  the  business  enjoyed 
by  theatres  after  midnight  comes  from  swing 
shift  workers  in  the  southland’s  many  defense 
plants.  In  which  connection,  it  was  hoped, 
the  morale  value  of  after-12  entertainment 
may  have  some  additional  bearing  on  the 
interpretation  as  applied  to  this  locality. 

Coast-to-Coast  Travels 
Reach  a New  Low  Point 

If  the  week’s  paucity  of  cross-country  treks 
is  criterion,  industry  biggies  seem  to  be  tak- 
ing seriously  the  “Is  this  trip  really  neces- 
sary?” query  posted  in  railroad  stations 
throughout  the  country.  Coast  to  coast  pil- 
grimages hit  a new  low. 

Ben  Goetz,  executive  in  Metro’s  London 
studios,  returned  to  Hollywood  after  accom- 
panying Sir  Alexander  Korda  to  New  York 
from  where  the  latter  left  for  England. 
Goetz  planned  to  remain  in  town  for  several 
weeks  conferring  with  studio  officials. 

Jack  Conn,  Columbia’s  vice-president,  re- 
turned to  New  York  following  business  con- 
ferences at  the  studio. 

John  Harkins,  United  Artists  west  coast 
publicity  director,  is  in  New  York  confer- 
ring with  Harry  Buchanan,  newly-appointed 
publicity  chief  of  the  releasing  corporation. 

Harry  Sherman,  independent  producer,  is 
currently  in  Gotham  for  huddles  with  several 
companies  on  a releasing  deal. 


Myma  Dell  to  Cast  of  "The  Falcon" 

RKO  Radio  has  added  Myrna  Dell  to  the 
cast  of  “The  Falcon  in  San  Francisco.” 


MT  WAS  an  admirable  bit  of  promotion  for 
Look  magazine — that  glamorfest  the  pub- 
lication staged  at  the  Carthay  Circle 
Theatre  for  the  presentation  to  selected  Hol- 
lywoodians  of  its  achievement  awards  for 
1945. 

Loudly-ballyhooed,  widely-publicized  and 
impressively-mounted,  the  affair  attracted 
considerable  attention  both  in  the  film  capi- 
tal and  throughout  the  rest  of  the  country. 
The  latter  recognition  was  unavoidable  in- 
asmuch as  Bob  Hope’s  popular  weekly  radio 
show  was  made  an  integral  part  of  the 
presentation  ceremonies.  Obviously,  the 
event  was  of  material  value  to  the  publica- 
tion, prestigewise,  and  easily  could  have  a 
favorable  effect  upon  circulation  figures. 

For  which  no  one  can  quarrel  with  Look  and 
its  competent  local  staff  that  arranged  for 
the  party,  which  accomplishment  was  testi- 
mony to  no  small  amount  of  enterprise,  hard 
work  and  salesmanship. 

Hollywood  viewers-with-alarm  permitted 
themselves  to  become  real  exercised  over  the 
Look  shindig.  They  fear  that  the  presenta- 
tion of  a single  magazine’s  achievement 
awards  under  such  auspicious  circumstances 
and  at  this  particular  time  took  the  wind 
completely  out  of  the  sails  of  the  forthcom- 
ing 17th  Annual  Awards  Event  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences; 
and,  resultant,  that  long-established  bowtak- 
ing soiree  will  this  year  lay  a larger  egg  than 
usual. 

Walter  Wanger,  Academy  president,  does 
not  subscribe  to  such  reasoning.  His  belief: 
The  more  recognition  of  Hollywood  and  its 
accomplishments  by  the  rest  of  the  world,  the 
more  kudos  bestowed  upon  toilers  in  the  cel- 
luloid vineyards,  the  better  it  is  for  the  in- 
dustry as  a whole. 

Undoubtedly  there  is  some  logic  in  both 
opinions.  There  is  no  denying  that  interest, 
both  in  Hollywood  and  throughout  the  coun- 
try, in  the  Academy  Awards  has  diminished 
considerably  during  recent  years.  Despite 
which,  it  is  still  Cinemania’s  most  glittering 
and  important  event — in  the  eyes  of  the  film 
capital,  at  least.  Whether  Look’s  earlier  show 
will  add  further  impetus  to  such  slipping  in- 
terest will  be  answered  within  the  next  two 
weeks  and  is,  after  all,  of  comparatively  little 
importance. 

What  thus  far  has  been  completely  over- 
looked in  the  teacup  tempest,  however,  is  the 
possibility  that  the  Look  affair  rode  to  glory 
on  the  extended  neck  of  the  Public  Informa- 
tion Committee  of  the  Motion  Picture  Indus- 
try, western  division. 

When  the  Cowles  publication  elected  to  be- 
stow its  annual  accolades  in  the  grand  man- 
ner, Jean  Herrick,  Look’s  Hollywood  repre- 
sentative, approached  Arch  Reeve’s  Public 
Information  Committee  for  help  and  co- 
operation. That  Herrick  sold  the  committee 
quite  a bill  of  goods  is  established  by  the  mag- 
nitude and  success  of  the  undertaking.  To 
assure  that  the  affair  went  first-cabin  in 
every  respect,  a special  subcommittee  was  ap- 
pointed upon  which  sat  a representative  of 
every  studio  affiliated  with  Reeve’s  PIC.  And, 
in  any  man’s  show,  that’s  cooperation  with  a 
capital  “C.” 

True,  Look  is  a powerful  outlet  for  motion 
pictui'e  news  and  publicity.  It  is  widely  cir- 
culated and,  being  one  of  the  Cowles’  chain  of 
publishing  and  broadcasting  enterprises,  is 
strongly  affiliated.  But  there  are  many  pub- 
lications which  do,  or  should,  occupy  a com- 
parably prominent  position  in  the  industry’s 
publicity  and  public  relations  operations. 


Many  of  those  periodicals  also  select  an- 
nually— through  one  means  or  another — the 
various  “bests.”  If  each  of  them  elects  to 
emulate  Look’s  play  and  seeks  similar  co- 
operation, a most  natural  and  justifiable  pro- 
cedure, Reeve  et  al.  will  find  themselves  far 
cut  on  the  well-known  limb. 

Refusal  would  tread  on  consequential  toes, 
might  massacre  valuable  press  relations.  Ac- 
quiescence would  mean  that  a glorified 
awarding  of  kudos  would  become  virtually  a 
weekly  event,  in  which  case  the  Academy  and 
its  Oscars  would  be  hopelessly  lost  in  the 
shuffle. 

Yes,  it  was  quite  a clambake  that  Look 
staged — but  it  might  bring  some  painful 
hangovers,  especially  for  the  PIC,  to  which 
neck  - out  - most  - of  - the  - time  organization 
headaches  are  not  entirely  novel. 

While  on  the  subject  of  prolonged  napes, 
consider,  please: 

Errol  Flynn’s  next  starrer  for  the  Freres 
Warner  is  to  be  “The  Adventures  of  Don 
Juan,”  while  Charles  Chaplin  decides  that 
“Monsieur  Bluebeard”  is  to  be  the  title  of 
the  feature  he  will  make  this  spring  for 
United  Artists  distribution. 


Paucity  of  space  prohibits  printing  the  re- 
lease in  full.  It  came  from  Russell  Birdwell 
and  it  is  a striking  example  of  press  agentry 
in  its  most  archaic  form.  Neophyte  publicists 
desirous  of  obtaining  a sample  of  what  not  to 
send  editors,  would  do  well  to  obtain  a com- 
plete copy  of  the  tidbit  from  the  Beverly 
Hills  bailiwick  of  the  Behemoth  of  Blurb. 
Here  it  is  in  part: 

“Evelyn  Ankers,  blond  screen  and  stage 
star,  attributes  her  peaches-and-cream  com- 
plexion and  her  vitality  to  the  dew  baths  she 
takes  every  morning  at  dawn  on  the  lawn  of 
her  Hollywood  home. 

“In  a startling  departure  from  present-day 
‘glamor’  practices,  the  star  rigidly  follows  the 
beauty  practice  of  the  ancients  and  rolls  in 
the  dew  every  morning,  regardless  of  tempera- 
ture. She  declares  that  it  far  surpasses  any 
beauty  regimen  she  has  ever  tried  before, 
because  dew  baths  not  only  promote  a good 
complexion,  but  they  are  positive  protection 
against  colds.  The  beauteous  Miss  Ankers 
has  not  had  a cold  all  winter  and  gives  credit 
to  the  dew  baths  for  her  good  health  record.” 

In  case  such  tripe  were  widely  printed, 
which,  fortunately,  it  wasn’t,  there  would  be 
need  for  the  militia  to  handle  the  wolves  rush- 
ing to  “the  beauteous  Miss  Anker’s  Hollywood 
home”  shouting  “this  we  got  to  see.” 

The  week’s  Strange  Coincidence  Depart- 
ment is  supplied  by  Blurber  George  Brown: 

“Daphne  Du  Maurier,  author  of  ‘French- 
man’s Creek,’  has  written  Paramount  prais- 
ing the  Mitchel  Leisen  Technicolor  produc- 
tion of  her  novel  in  the  highest  terms.” 

Whitney  Bolton,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
tinues to  be  the  best  contributor  to  Holly- 
wood-at-War’s  casualty  list.  This  week’s 
Purple  Heart  candidate: 

“Ted  Richmond,  producer  of  the  Columbia 
musical,  ‘Blonde  From  Brooklyn,’  suffered  a 
probable  fracture  of  his  left  arm  when  he 
tripped  over  the  tripod  stand  of  a microphone 
boom.” 

Incidentally,  just  what  is  a probable  frac- 
ture? It  either  was  or  wasn’t  a break  for 
Richmond — an’  the  boys  on  I wo  Jima  can 
hardly  wait  to  find  out. 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Barnstormers 


Metro 

LANA  TURNER  left  for  New  Y-ork  and  Washington, 
D-  C.,  where  she  will  make  personal  appearances 
in  connection  with  the  opening  of  "Keep  Your  Pow- 
der Dry,"  in  which  she  is  starred. 

RKO  Radio 

VIRGINIA  MAYO  has  returned  after  a two-month 
personal  appearance  tour  through  the  eastern  United 
States  for  Samuel  Goldwyn. 

Blurbers 


Independents 

Free-lance  Praiser  GEORGE  GLASS  is  handling  pub- 
licity for  the  newly-organized  Frank  Capra-Sam 
Briskin  independent  productions,  to  become  active 
immediately  on  Colonel  Capra's  retirement  from  the 
army. 

Monogram 

EARL  KEATE  has  been  added  to  Lou  Lifton's  pub- 
licity staff  to  be  in  charge  of  press  books  and  ex- 
ploitation. Keate  was  formerly  with  20th-Fox. 

PRC  Pictures 

BERNICE  MASON,  formerly  of  Columbia,  has 
joined  Don  McElwaine's  praisery.  She  will  handle 
foreign  publicity. 

United  Artists 

KOLMA  FLAKE  has  joined  praisery  department  as 
assistant  to  Geraldine  Mavor,  who  has  taken  over 
supervision  of  all  art  for  the  David  O.  Selznick  enter- 
prise. Miss  Flake  was  formerly  with  20th  Century- 
Fox  as  unit  woman. 

Brieties 

Metro 

JOSEPH  LOSEY  named  to  direct  "A  Gun  in  His 
Hand,"  latest  crime-does-not-pay  short,  which 
Chester  Franklin  will  produce. 

JOHN  NESBITT  slated  to  do  commentary  for  "Main 
Street,  U.S.A.,"  a Jerry  Bresler  specialty. 

Universal 

"Who's  Eating  Who"  has  been  added  to  the 
Walter  Lantz  Cartunes  production  schedule.  Subject 
joins  the  Woody  Woodpecker  series  with  "Bugs" 
Hardaway  impersonating  the  voice  of  Woody  Wood- 
pecker. 

Cletters 


Columbia 

EDDIE  DeLANGE  and  SAUL  CHAPLIN  handed  song 
stint  for  "Song  of  Broadway." 

Metro 

NATHANIEL  SHILKRET  to  sign  a new  contract  as 
composer,  scorer  and  musical  director. 

Meggers 


Columbia 

HARRY  FRASER  will  direct  the  second  unit  of  "The 
Monster  and  the  Ape,"  serial. 

Metro 

Handed  his  first  assignment,  FRED  FINKELHOFFE 
will  produce  "Her  Name  Was  Mary,"  from  his  own 
original  yarn  from  which  he  is  currently  penning 
the  script. 

Monogram 

LEW  LANDERS  ticketed  to  direct  "Here  Comes 
Trouble,"  Sam  Katzman-Jack  Dietz  comedy. 

Paramount 

Producers  PINE  and  THOMAS  have  scheduled 
"Tokio  Rose"  as  their  next.  It  is  to  be  an  exploita- 
tion film  based  on  the  "female  voice  of  death"  which 
came  daily  over  the  air  to  American  fighters  in  the 
South  Pacific.  Cast  of  unknowns  are  planned  for 
the  picture. 

WILLIAM  RUSSELL,  erstwhile  dramatic  coach, 
makes  his  directorial  debut  in  "Our  Hearts  Were 
Growing  Up." 

Republic 

Tee  Murder  Mystery,"  Vera  Hruba  Ralston  starrer, 
to  be  produced  by  HERMAN  MILLAKOWSKY. 

Production  reins  on  Ironmaster,"  originally  hand- 
ed to  A1  Cohen,  who  has  since  resigned,  have  been 
taken  over  by  ARMAND  SCHAEFER,  executive  pro- 
ducer. 

RKO  Radio 

"Growing  Pains"  placed  on  NAT  HOLT's  produc- 
tion slate.  He'll  produce  under  the  executive  super- 
vision of  JACK  GROSS. 

J.  ROBERT  BREN  has  had  his  option  lifted  and 
will  produce  "Galveston"  as  his  next  assignment. 

20th  Century-Fox 

WILLIAM  GIRARD  is  set  to  produce  "Angel  in 


White,"  with  Lynn  Bari  slated  for  the  femme  lead. 
Story  will  be  rushed  into  production  to  coincide  with 
drive  for  nurses  and  it  will  include  many  experiences 
of  nurses  returned  from  overseas  whom  Girard  has 
interviewed. 

OTTO  PREMINGER,  producer-director,  has  been  as- 
signed "Gift  of  the  Magi,"  Jo  Swerling's  musical 
adaptation  of  O.  Henry's  short  story,  to  be  filmed 
in  Technicolor. 

United  Artists 

STUART  HEISLER,  borrowed  from  International 
Pictures,  will  direct  Benedict  Bogeaus'  "There  Goes 
Lona  Henry." 

RIPLEY-MONTER  will  produce  their  second  for 
Vanguard  Films  titled  "Post  Caviar,"  based  on 
Merle  Armitage's  novel.  It  will  be  a Technicolor 
comedy,  treatment  for  which  has  been  completed 
by  David  Boehm. 

"Petticoat  Lane,"  a dramatic  story  of  London  in 
1890,  will  be  Andrew  Stone's  next  production.  It  is 
based  on  the  two-reel  film,  "The  Elegy,"  written, 
produced  and  directed  by  Stone  in  1926.  Malcolm 
Stuart  Boylan  will  write  the  screenplay. 

Universal 

WILLIAM  BEAUDINE  signed  to  meg  "Serenade  for 
Murder." 

Options  of  Director  ROBERT  SIODMAK  and  Pro- 
ducer EDMUND  L HARTMANN  have  been  picked  up 
for  another  year. 

WALLACE  FOX  inked  to  direct  "Pillow  of  Death." 

Options 

Columbia 

TITO  GUIZAR,  VELOZ  and  YOLANDA,  and  AURORA 
MIRANDA  have  been  signed  to  appear,  along  with 
JINX  FALKENBURG  in  "Rendezvous  in  Rio,"  a 
Latin-American  musical. 

CHERYL  WALKER  has  been  inked  for  top  femme 
role  in  "Rhythm  Round-Up." 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY  is  scheduled  to  play  navy 
chaplain  in  "Kiss  and  Tell." 

DICK  WINSLOW,  orchestra  leader,  has  been  set 
for  "Blonde  From  Brooklyn." 

STEVE  COCHRAN  will  play  one  of  male  leads  in 
"The  Gay  Senorita." 

FRED  BRADY  signed  for  lead  in  “Song  of  Broad- 
way" on  a one-picture  deal,  with  option  for  a 
termer. 

Signed  for  spots  in  "Over  21"  are  LEE  PATRICK, 
CORA  WITHERSPOON  and  CHARLES  EVANS. 

NITA  BIEBER  signed  as  contract  dancer. 

Metro 

BILL  BARNUM  debuts  in  "They  Were  Expendable." 

Cast  of  "The  Harvey  Girls"  adds  ROBERT  EM- 
METT O'CONNOR. 

Recently  discharged  from  the  army,  BOB  HAYMES 
was  inked  for  romantic  lead  in  "Abbott  and  Costello 
in  Hollywood." 

Recently  discharged  from  the  army  air  corps,  BILL 
JOHNSON  has  been  signed  to  a long  termer.  His 
first  assignment  will  be  in  "A  Gun  in  His  Hand." 

MARSHALL  THOMPSON  has  been  chosen  for  role 
in  "They  Were  Expendable." 

Second  romantic  lead  in  "Dangerous  Partners"  set 
for  WARNER  ANDERSON. 

Monogram 

Inked  for  "Divorce"  are  CRAIG  REYNOLDS  and 
JEAN  FENWICK;  the  latter  replacing  Barbara  Wood- 
ell,  who  withdrew  because  of  a conflicting  commit- 
ment. 

LEONARD  MUDIE,  MARY  GORDON  and  CLARENCE 
MUSE  added  to  cast  of  "Divorce." 

Cast  of  "Divorce"  adds  NAPOLEON  SIMPSON 
who  replaces  Clarence  Muse,  forced  to  bow  out 
because  of  conflicting  assignments. 

Paramount 

ANN  DORAN  joins  cast  of  "Our  Hearts  Were 
Growing  Up." 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY  will  play  role  of  lawyer  in 
"The  Stork  Club." 

STAN  JOHNSON  has  been  borrowed  by  Hal  Wallis 
for  "You  Came  Along." 

HOWARD  DA  SILVA,  character  actor,  cast  as 
heavy  in  "The  Blue  Dahlia." 

Hal  Wallis'  "You  Came  Along"  spots  HOWARD 
FREEMAN  and  ANDREW  TOOMBS  in  comedy  roles. 

CONSTANCE  DOWLING  set  to  play  siren  in  "The 
Well  Groomed  Bride." 

ROBERT  SULLY  assigned  role  in  Hal  Wallis  produc- 
tion, "You  Came  Along." 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "The  Well  Groomed  Bride" 
are  FRANK  ORTH,  BILLY  LECHNER,  JEAN  CARLIN, 
BEVERLY  THOMPSON  and  DON  BEDDOE. 

MINOR  WATSON  has  been  inked  by  Hal  Wallis 
for  role  in  "You  Came  Along." 

Option  has  been  exercised  on  DON  CASTLE,  re- 
cently honorably  discharged  from  the  army. 

Signed  for  "The  Well  Groomed  Bride"  is  JACK 
REILLY. 

ALAN  LADD,  VERONICA  LAKE  and  WILLIAM  BEN- 
DIX  will  topline  in  "The  Blue  Dahlia,"  Raymond 
Chandler's  first  original  screen  story.  George  Mar- 
shall is  slated  to  direct  for  Producer  John  House- 
man. It  is  a dramatic  love  story  with  a murder 
mystery  angle. 


Hal  Wallis'  "You  Came  Along"  puts  JULIE  BISHOP 
in  important  role. 

DINA  SMIRNOVA  joins  cast  of  "Masquerade  in 
Mexico." 

PRC  Pictures 

ANN  SAVAGE  inked  for  starring  role  in  "Highway 
to  Hell." 

HUGH  BEAUMONT  has  been  signed  to  play  oppo- 
site Ann  Savage  in  "Highway  to  Hell." 

Republic 

Long-term  ticket  handed  to  CONSTANCE  MOORE 
and  WALTER  CATLETT.  Miss  Moore  steps  into  top 
spot  in  "Mexicana,"  her  first  stint  under  the  nevv 
pact. 

JOSEPH  SCHILDKRAUT's  contract  calling  for  two 
pictures  in  eight  months  has  been  revised  to  three  a 
year. 

SUNSET  CARSON's  option  has  been  exercised. 

Additions  to  the  cast  of  "Girls  of  the  Big  House" 
include  ADELE  MARA  and  BEVERLY  LOYD. 

CAL  SHRUM  has  been  inked  for  spot  in  "The 
Amazing  Mr.  M." 

RKO  Radio 

MARCY  McGUIRE  and  GLENN  VERNON  have  been 
assigned  top  roles  in  "Ding  Dong  Williams,"  comedy 
musical  scheduled  to  start  early  in  April.  Story, 
which  concerns  a zaney  clarinetist  and  his  girl 
friend,  is  based  on  the  magazine  series  by  Richard 
English.  Herman  Schlom  will  produce  under  the 
executive  supervision  of  Sid  Rogell.  M.  Coates  Web- 
ster is  scripting. 

His.  option  lifted,  GEORGE  HOLMES  is  set  for 
"The  Falcon  in  San  Francisco." 

"The  Lie  Detector"  will  topline  TOM  CONWAY  and 
AUDREY  LONG. 

Truth  or  consequences  radio  program,  with 
RALPH  EDWARDS  and  company  in  their  original 
roles,  has  been  signed  for  sequence  in  "Radio  Stars 
On  Parade.' 

Option  on  MARC  CRAMER  has  been  lifted. 

RUSSELL  WADE  and  EDGAR  BARRIER  will  team 
again  in  a dual-language  assignment.  Pictures,  un- 
named as  yet,  is  to  be  made  in  Mexico  City. 

20th  Century-Fox 

JAMES  DUNN  and  JOAN  BLONDELL  set  to  costar 
in  "Command  to  Embezzle."  jack  Andrews  is  pen- 
ning the  script  from  his  own  original  story  for 
Walter  Morosco,  producer. 

IDA  LUPINO  named  for  top  role  in  "Fallen  Angel." 

United  Artists 

PEDRO  ARMENDARIZ,  Mexican  star  under  contract 
to  Mary  Pickfora,  will  make  his  American  debut  in 
Hunt  Stromberg's  "Dishonored  Lady." 

Cagney  Productions  has  signed  SYLVIA  SIDNEY 
for  three  additional  pidtures. 

Universal 

MERLE  OBERON  and  CHARLES  KORVIN  will  co- 
star  in  "As  It  Was  Before." 

Signed  to  a term  deal,  BRENDA  JOYCE'S  first  as- 
signment will  be  in  femme  lead  in  "Hear  That 
Trumpet  Talk." 

ALAN  MOWBRAY  signed  for  featured  spot  in  "Men 
in  Her  Diary.” 

ROBERT  PAIGE  set  to  costar  with  Susanna  Foster 
in  "Once  Upon  a Dream." 

SAMUEL  S.  HINDS  and  ADDISON  RICHARDS  inked 
for  feature  spots  in  "Men  in  Her  Diary." 

Signed  to  portray  priests  in  "Night  in  Paradise" 
are  PAUL  CAVANAUGH  and  MORONI  OLSEN. 

JESS  BAKER,  signed  to  a term  deal,  draws  male 
lead  in  "Serenade  for  Murder"  as  his  first  under  the 
new  contract. 

RUTH  VALMY,  former  model,  has  been  signed  for 

Night  in  Paradise." 

Next  feature  slated  for  BASIL  RATHBONE  and 
NIGEL  BRUCE  is  "Red  Dawn."  Producer-Director 
Roy  William  Neill  has  signed  Dwight  Babcock  to  pen 
the  screenplay. 

"Catherine  the  Last,"  is  set  as  a costarrer  for 
DEANNA  DURBIN  and  CHARLES  LAUGHTON.  Sig 
HERZIG  is  currently  writing  the  script  for  Felix 
Jackson,  producer.  Story  is  a modern  comedy  drama 
of  a stage-struck  girl  and  a famous  actor. 

PEGGY  RYAN  named  to  star  in  "On  Stage,  Every- 
body." 

Warner  Bros. 

PEGGY  KNUDSEN  makes  hex  screen  debut  in 
"Shadow  of  a Woman." 

DANE  CLARK  assigned  second  male  lead  in 
"Stolen  Life." 

DENNIS  MORGAN  handed  a new  contract. 

VEDA  ANN  BORG  has  been  cast  as  chorine  in 
"Mildred  Pierce." 

DON  McGUIRE  joins  cast  of  "Shadow  of  a 
Woman." 

HARRY  DAVENPORT  ticketed  for  role  of  judge  in 
"Too  Young  to  Know." 

ANGELA  GREENE  handed  assignment  in  "Time, 
Place  and  the  Girl." 

Scripters 

Columbia 

EDWARD  DEIN  will  colaborate  with  Ted  Thomas 
on  "The  Gallant  Blade." 

Metro 

Author  ROBERT  ARDREY  signed  for  screenplay 
chore  on  "The  Green  Years." 

Monogram 

Signed  for  scripting  chores  are  ROBERT  STEPHEN 
BRODE,  doing  a new  outline  of  "Dime  a Dance"; 
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GEORGE  MORRIS,  at  work  on  treatment  of  "Black 
Market  Babies/'  and  BEN  BENGAL,  busy  with  a 
similar  stint  on  "Prison  Babies," 

PRC  Pictures 

RAY  SCHROCK  handed  polishing  job  on  "Blonde 
Ice/'  from  the  novel  by  Whitman  Chambers  titled 
"Once  Too  Often."  Martin  Mooney  is  set  as  associate 
producer. 

RKO  Radio 

RICHARD  LANDAU  handed  scrivenmg  chore  on 
"Growing  Pains." 

Universal 

WALTER  BULLOCK  signed  to  write  screenplay  ot 
"Musical  Madness." 

Story  Buys 

Columbia 

Rights  to  the  radio  show,  "The  Callahans"  have 
been  purchased  from  the  author,  Fritz  Blocki.  The 
show,  serial  of  family  life  in  comedy  vein,  will  be 
the  basis  of  a picture  to  be  produced  by  John  Stone. 

Independents 

James  B.  Cassidy,  stage  producer  and  newcomei 
to  the  ranks  of  indie  film  makers,  has  purchased  the 
screen  rights  to  Louis  Browne's  novel,  "See  Who 
I Mean?"  The  yarn,  a best  seller  of  a few  months 
ago,  deals  with  cultism  in  Los  Angeles  and  the 
dangers  of  intolerance  that  spring  from  such  activi- 
ties. Cassidy  plans  to  rush  it  into  production,  re- 
portedly with  a top  budget  and  imposing  cast.  Be- 
cause of  its  timeliness,  he  will  make  the  picture 
ahead  of  his  previously-announced  "Green  Man 
sions,"  to  which  he  also  owns  the  screen  rights. 

Metro 

"Banned  in  Boston,"  an  original  screen  romantic 
comedy  by  Craig  Rice  and  Jerry  Horwin,  has  been 
purchased  and  assigned  to  George  Haight  to  pro- 
duce. Yarn  concerns  a blue-blooded  Boston  authoress 
who  writes  an  historical  novel  under  a pen  name. 

Paramount 

"Lady  Seventeen,"  an  original  screenplay  by 
Ladislaus  Fodor,  has  been  acquired  and  will  be  pro- 
duced by  Karl  Tunberg.  Story  deals  with  the  ro- 
mance of  an  actress  who  marries  a famous  peer,  de- 
spite family  opposition,  during  the  Victorian  period 
of  England.  Interspersed  in  story  are  Disraeli, 
Gladstone  and  Queen  Victoria. 

Bill  Pine  and  Bill  Thomas  have  secured  rights  on 
"Nightmare,"  psychological  mystery,  by  Cornell 
Wcolrich.  Byron  Barr  and  William  Gargan  have 
been  slated  for  male  leads. 

RKO  Radio 

"Manhattan  Miracle,"  original  melodrama  by  Earl 
Felton,  has  been  purchased,  and  Arthur  V.  Jones 
will  write  the  screenplay.  Ben  Stoloff  set  as  producer. 

Warner  Bros. 

"The  Hasty  Heart,"  John  Patrick's  Broadway  play, 
purchased  from  Howard  Lindsey  and  Russell  Crouse. 
John  Dali  is  slated  for  the  male  lead. 

Technically 

Columbia 

JACK  COLE  has  been  set  to  create  the  dance 
routines  for  "Song  of  Broadway.' 

Metro 

"The  Yearling"  has  JOE  BOYLE  as  assistant  di- 
rector. 

RANDALL  DUELL  named  art  director  for  "Guardian 
Angel." 

Monogram 

DICK  CURRIER  has  been  engaged  as  film  editor 
on  "Divorce. " 

Paramount 

EARL  HEDRICK  will  design  sets-  for  B.  G.  De 
Sylva's  "The  Stork  Club." 

RKO  Radio 

Assignments  include  AL  HERMAN  as  art  director 
on  "The  Magnificent  Tramp,"  CARROLL  CLARK  as 
set  designer  for  "Bar  of  Music,"  and  WALTER  KEL- 
LER as  art  director  on  "River  Boat  Rhythm." 

United  Artists 

BOB  ALDRICH  set  as  assistant  megger  for  "Par- 
don My  Past,"  a Mutual  Productions  picture. 

Samuel  Goldwyn  has  engaged  STEWART  CHANEY 
as  set  designer  and  MILES'  WHITE  to  design  cos- 
tumes for  a forthcoming  production,  still  untitled. 

TED  TETRICK  has  been  engaged  to  design  cos- 
tumes and  wardrobe  for  "Pardon  My  Past,"  Mutual 
production. 

Universal 

Set  as  art  directors  are  ABRAHAM  GROSSMAN, 
"Pillow  of  Death"  and  "Serenade  for  Murder"; 
HAROLD  MacARTHUR,  "Secret  Agent  Z-9,"  serial; 
MARTIN  OBZINE,  "Once  Upon  a Dream,"  and 
EUGENE  LOURIE,  "Uncle  Harry." 

GEORGE  BRICKER  set  as  dialog  director  lor  "Pil- 
low of  Death,"  his  own  original  screenplay. 

CHARLES  VAN  ENGER  set  to  lens  "Once  Upon  a 
Drecm." 

Warner  Bros. 

EDITH  HEAD  signed  to  design  Barbara  Stanwyck's 
wardrobe  for  "The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls. " 

FRANK  MATTISON  named  as  unit  manager  for 
"The  Time,  the  Place  and  the  Girl." 

(Continued  on  next-  page) 


Rollin  G.  Kuhn,  owner 
of  the  Kuhn  and  Gem 
theatres  at,  Lebanon 
Ore.,  literally  grew  up 
in  the  motion  picture 
business.  His  father, 
R.  “Cap”  Kuhn,  opened 
a nickelodeon  in  Leb- 
anon in  1909  and 
“Rol”  joined  him  in 
theatre  operation  in 
1920.  Kuhn  is  married 
and  a member  of  the 
local  Lions  Club  and 
the  BPOE  which  he  helped  organize  in  Leb- 
anon. Like  all  aggressive  showmen  in  these 
troubled  days  he  is  active  in  war  campaigns 
in  his  community  and  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  the  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  Oregon. 

Graduating  with  a 
chemical  engineering 
degree  from  Cal  Tech 
in  1928,  Jack  Y.  Ber- 
man, Los  Angeles,  de- 
cided shortly  after- 
ward he  would  prefer 
the  industry.  His 
father,  having  pur- 
chased a theatre,  de- 
cided, after  three 
months  operation,  to 
chalk  it  off  as  a bad 
debt.  Berman  jr.,  how- 
ever, took  an  interest  in  the  investment  and 
found  it  more  exciting  than  a routine  chem- 
ist’s job.  Within  four  years  he  jumped  from 
operator  of  one  house  to  operator  of  three. 
Today,  associated  with  Southern  California 
Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  he  runs  40-odd  theatres. 

George  M.  Mann  of 

San  Francisco,  who  de- 
veloped the  Redwood 
circuit  of  24  theatres 
in  California  and  Ore- 
gon, entered  motion 
pictures  in  New  York 
and  progressed  to  San 
Francisco  by  way  of 
stopovers  at  Philadel- 
phia, Washington  and 
Los  Angeles.  He  was 
the  first  employe  of 
the  Stanley  Booking 
Co.  of  Philadelphia  and  opened  the  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  office  for  Paramount.  Of  the  in- 
dustry he  comments:  “It  re-creates  . . . the 
great  and  small  things  of  life  . . . probably  the 
greatest  educational  and  entertainment  in- 
fluence in  the  life  of  America.” 

While  other  exhibitors 
are  lying  awake  nights 
worrying  about  the 
manpower  shortage, 

W.  J.  Hughes,  who 
owns  the  Ritz  and  Rio 
theatres  at  Payette, 

Idaho,  is  fortunate  in 
having  members  of  his 
family  to  help  out.  His 
daughter,  Ula  Black- 
aby,  is  cashier  at  the 
Ritz,  and  Bill  Blackaby 
is  its  manager.  Not 
only  that,  Mrs.  Hughes  helps  when  and  where 
needed,  which  makes  their  show  business  a 
family  affair.  Hughes  started  in  motion  pic- 
ture business  in  1919.  He  is  a past  president 
of  the  Payette  Shrine  Club  and  member  of 
the  Washoe  lodge,  A.F.  & A.M. 


E.  W.  Cragin,  now  serv- 
ing a second  term  as 
mayor  of  Las  Vegas, 
Nev.,  has  been  in  the- 
atre business  since 
1911  when  he  was  an 
usher  in  an  early-day 
house.  In  1915  he 
opened  an  outdoor  the- 
atre. In  1916  he  and 
his  partner,  W.  H. 
Pike,  took  over  the 
only  theatre  in  the 
town.  In  1928  they 
built  the  El  Portal  which  they  now  operate. 
Cragin’s  only  son,  Marleau,  has  been  miss- 
ing in  action  since  his  ship,  the  St.  Lo,  was 
sunk.  “Ernie”  Cragin  is  a member  of  the 
Nevada  racing  commission,  the  Elks,  the  Ro- 
tary Club  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Virginia  T h e a t r e’s 
owner  at  Shelley,  Idaho, 
is  F.  M.  Davis,  known 
as  “Bishop”  Davis  be- 
cause for  many  years 
he  was  bishop  of  the 
first  ward  of  the  Lat- 
ter Day  Saints  (Mor- 
mon) church.  In  1915 
he  remodeled  a store 
building  in  the  town 
to  open  a picture  show 
and  in  1918  built  the 
present  theatre,  re- 
modeled in  1941.  He  has  eight  children,  two 
boys  in  service.  Davis  now  is  a member  of 
the  Shelley  Stake  Presidency  for  his  church 
and  has  been  interested  in  farming  many 
years,  growing  Idaho  Russet  potatoes  on  300 
acres.  Hobby — fishing. 

Meldrum  S.  Beach  of 
Akron,  Colo.,  built  his 
own  theatre,  and 
equipped  the  house 
with  one  machine  and 
a -slide  reading,  “One 
minute,  please,  while 
the  operator  changes 
reels.”  On  Sept.  1,  1925, 
at  the  opening  of  the 
Variety  to  the  public, 
he  exhibited  “White 
Desert.”  Until  the 
present  war,  he  had 
three  operators.  Now  his  wife  sells  tickets 
and  takes  over  the  floor  at  10:30,  and  Beach 
runs  the  machines.  He  is  a Mason.  Formerly 
his  hobby  was  golf,  but  he  now  confines  him- 
self to  tax  reports.  His  son  Grant  is  an  air 
corps  sergeant. 

Giving  away  candy  to 
children  and  dishes  to 
women  to  stimulate 
trade  seems  to  have 
been  originated  b y 
Elias  Nasser,  San 
Francisco,  of  the  Nas- 
ser Bros,  theatres.  The 
corporation  now  in- 
cludes the  Alameda, 

Vogue,  Neptune  and 
Strand  at  Alameda 
and  the  Alhambra, 

Royal,  American,  Cas- 
tro, New  Fillmore,  New  Mission  and  Tower 
at  San  Francisco,  but  Nasser  started  in  1907 
with  a nickelodeon  at  18th  and  Collinwood 
Sts.  He  operated  the  projection  machine,  sold 
tickets  and  put  up  posters.  He  is  a member 
of  the  California  MPTOA,  Olympic  and  Elks. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO 


Things  worth  remembering:  The  crowds 

jamming  the  Fox  Theatre  to  see  “I’ll  Be 
Seeing  You”  . . . Six  terrific  weeks  of  “A 
Song  to  Remember”  at  the  Orpheum  thea- 
tre and  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  . . . The 
dial  system  of  thrills  a minute  in  front  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Theatre  for  its  showing  of  “Mur- 
der, My  Sweet”  . . . Abe  Blumenfeld  declar- 
ing to  the  press  that  he  was  ready  to  support 
the  nationwide  curfew,  but  added,  “it  means 
many  war  workers,  service  men  and  others 
will  lose  a lot  of  entertainment.” 

A romance  of  the  theatre  is  the  marriage  of 
Karl  Graham,  manager  of  the  Rafael  Thea- 
tre, and  Miss  Aileen  Peterson,  cashier-secre- 
tary of  the  Uptown  in  Napa  . . . Morris  Safier, 
newly-appointed  west  coast  division  manager 
for  PRC,  was  here  a few  days  . . . Harry 
Kaiser,  former  UA  booker,  has  changed  his 
place  of  work  and  now  is  at  the  T&D  Junior. 

Conversion  of  present  unoccupied  portions 
of  the  New  Turlock  Theatre  into  ten  apart- 
ments at  a total  cost  of  $30,000,  awaits  grant- 
ing of  priorities  by  the  national  housing  au- 
thority. Perhaps,  now  with  the  national  cur- 
few, a few  of  the  Market  St.  theatres  in  San 
Francisco  will  be  converted. 

Cause  for  comment  by  the  editor  of  the 
Gilroy  California  Dispatch  was  the  fact  that 
local  motion  picture  exhibitors  are  honored 
in  an  impressive  book  distributed  nationally 
by  the  motion  picture  committee  for  the  1944 
March  of  Dimes.  The  book  is  the  official  re- 
port of  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  national  chair- 
man, and  lists  each  theatre  that  participated 
in  the  1944  drive.  Tabulations  in  the  book 
“You  Helped  Them  Walk  Again”  show  that 
California  houses  collected  an  average  of  57 
cents  a seat. 

G.  R.  Moore,  for  six  years  operator  of  the 
Suisun  and  Solano  theatres,  has  purchased 
the  Solano  Theatre  property  at  Jackson  and 
Texas  streets  in  Fairfield  from  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Joseph  McEniry.  The  price  was 
given  as  approximately  $22,000.  Moore  in- 
tends to  remodel  the  property  after  the  war 
and  convert  it  into  an  up-to-date  show  house. 

San  Franciscans  are  greeting  with  open 
arms  the  men  responsible  for  opening  the 
Green  Street  Music  Hall  with  the  famous 
temperance  melodrama,  “Ten  Nights  in  a 


PERSONNELITIES 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Title  Change 

Monogram 

MUGGS  RIDES  AGAIN  is  release  tag  for  "The 
County  Fair." 

PRC  Pictures 

Undercover  Girl”  gets  final  tag  of  THE  LADY 
CONFESSES. 

20th  Century-Fox 

RIO  CABANA  is  new  tag  for  “Three  Little  Girls 
in  Blue." 

United  Artists 

Edward  Small's  “The  Ghost  of  Monte  Cristo”  be- 
comes THE  RETURN  OF  MONTE  CRISTO. 

lack  Skirball's  “Guest  Wife"  becomes  WHAT 
EVERY  WOMAN  WANTS. 

Universal 

WOMAN  IN  GREEN  is  new  tag  for  "Invitation  to 
Death,"  and  "Its  Never  Too  Late"  has  been  changed 
to  THE  BEAUTIFUL  CHEAT 

Loanouts 

United  Artists 

MARY  MARTIN,  currently  on  tour  with  road  show 
of  “One  Touch  of  Venus,''  has  been  borrowed  from 
Paramount  by  Producers  Mary  Pickford  and  Sam 
Coslow  to  star  in  their  screen  adaptation  of  the 
Broadway  show. 

Benedict  Bogeaus  has  borrowed  LORETTA  YOUNG 
from  International  Pictures  to  star  in  “There  Goes 
Lona  Henry." 


“ONWARD,”  SAYS  OREGON— Every 
theatre  in  Multnomah  County,  which 
comprises  the  City  of  Portland,  is  being 
contacted  by  this  hard-working  commit- 
tee, above,  in  the  interest  of  the  coming 
Red  Cross  War  Fund  drive.  Appointed 
by  the  state  Red  Cross  WAC  chairman, 
O.  J.  Miller,  the  personnel  is,  left  to 
right:  Mrs.  J.  Lyman  Barber,  Laurel- 
hurst  Theatre  manager;  Mrs.  Lillian 
Lockwood,  Irvington  Theatre  manager; 
Edward  Boyer,  Mt.  Tabor  Theatre  man- 
ager; Harold  Lake,  comptroller,  J.  J.  Par- 
ker Theatres;  Ray  Grombacher,  Esquire 
Theatre  manager. 


Barroom.”  Anthony  Locicero,  Andy  Wong 
and  Andrew  Saucier  deserve  the  credit  for 
remodeling  and  redecorating  the  hall  in  ex- 
cellent taste.  In  addition  to  the  melodrama, 
olio  acts  and  refreshments  are  included. 
Worth  keeping  an  eye  on  is  little  Mary,  the 
drunkard’s  daughter,  played  by  Leotta  Hop- 
son. 

“Invitation  to  Service”  starring  Lois  Moran, 
stage  and  screen  star,  as  a Wac  sergeant  home 
from  overseas  and  assigned  to  recruiting  army 
nurses  wil  be  aired  via  the  Pacific  Blue 
Network  and  KGO,  shortly.  Miss  Moran’s  mo- 
tion picture  debut  was  in  “Stella  Dallas” 
and  her  last  Broadway  role  was  the  feminine 
lead  in  Gershwin’s  “Of  Thee  I Sing.” 

Joe  E.  Brown  was  in  town  to  entertain 
service  men  hospitalized  in  this  area.  Brown 
spoke  in  behalf  of  the  Red  Cross  drive  and 
USO  when  he  addressed  the  Commonwealth 
Club  here  on  Friday.  The  comedian  also  visit- 
ed Hamilton  Field  hospital,  Imola  naval  hos- 
pital at  Napa  and  Camp  Stoneman  at  Pitts- 
burg, Kaiser  yards,  Richmond,  and  at  the 
Oakland  Auditorium  before  members  of  the 
Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts  and  other  youth  or- 
ganizations. 

The  New  Yorker  reports  that  “The  Three 
Caballeros”  is  a Walt  Disney  strange  combin- 
ation of  Donald  Duck,  “Fantasia”  and  the 
Ziegfeld  Follies.  “One  of  the  great  man’s 
mistakes.”  Also  that  “The  Woman  in  the 
Window”  with  Robinson  and  Bennett  “would 
have  been  much  better  if  somebody  hadn’t 
decided  to  get  cute  at  the  end.” 

The  Red  Cross  luncheon  was  held  here  by 
the  industry  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel  Febru- 
ary 24.  B.  V.  Sturdivant  conducted  the  meet- 
ing. Speakers  scheduled  for  the  event  were 
unable  to  attend  but  substitute  speakers  pro- 
vided informative  sendoff  talks. 


Denver  Area  to  Beat 
1944  Cross  Record 

DENVER — The  screening  room  at  20th-Fox 
was  packed  to  the  overflow  point  and  chairs 
were  placed  in  the  aisles  when  S.  S.  Abelee. 
local  20th-Fox  manager  and  distributor  chair- 
man of  the  local  WAC,  opened  the  meeting 
by  stating  briefly  the  aims  of  the  coming 
Red  Cross  drive.  He  introduced  Herman 
Wobber,  west  coast  division  manager  for 
20th-Fox,  who  told  in  detail  what  would  be 
expected  of  exhibitors  and  how  they  would 
receive  their  supplies. 

With  its  good  organization  and  with  the 
cooperation  promised  by  Wobber  from  the 
national  organization  results  here  should  be 
better  even  than  last  year,  when  all  records 
were  broken.  Wobber  explained  the  me- 
chancs  of  making  a proper  collection  at  every 
show.  People  want  to  contribute,  he  said,  but 
many  must  be  prodded  a bit. 

Robert  Garland  warned  exhibitors  to  use 
care  and  showmanship  in  making  collections. 
He  told  of  two  almost  identical  situations,  in 
which  one  exhibitor  merely  took  up  the  col- 
lections at  every  show,  but  with  mediocre 
results.  The  other  made  arrangements  for 
Gray  Ladies  to  act  as  ushers  and  had  a serv- 
ice man  make  the  appeal,  with  the  result  that 
he  collected  many  times  over  what  the  other 
exhibitor  did. 

Wobber  then  introduced  the  speaker,  Lieu- 
tenant Ballard,  of  the  Eighth  air  force,  a 
veteran  of  numerous  missions  in  Europe  and 
now  awaiting  assignment  to  other  war  thea- 
tres. Lieutenant  Ballard  stressed  not  only 
the  need  for  money  but  for  blood  plasma  as 
well. 

This  year  film  salesmen  are  being  made 
responsible  for  the  enlisting  of  every  exhibi- 
tor he  calls  on  before  and  during  the  drive. 
Lists  will  be  made  up  daily  of  those  who  have 
enlisted  and  these  will  be  sent  salesmen  so 
that  portion  of  the  work  will  be  cut  to  the 
minimum. 

The  meeting  closed  with  the  showing  of  the 
Ingrid  Bergman  Red  Cross  short  and  a war 
activity  film. 

Two  Utah  Winter  Sports 
Shorts  Finished  by  Fox 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Filming  of  two  Tech- 
nicolor films  featuring  winter  sports  attrac- 
tions in  Utah  has  been  completed  by  20th- 
Fox. 

The  pictures,  which  star  Utah’s  famous 
skiing  trio,  Alf,  Sverre  and  Kaare  Engen, 
were  long  held  up  because  of  lack  of  snow  in 
Utah,  but  the  state  received  a heavy  fall  last 
week,  and  filming  progressed  favorably  at 
Alta  and  other  mountain  resorts  near  Salt 
Lake  and  Ogden. 

Frank  E.  O’Brien,  publicity  director  of  the 
Utah  department  of  publicity  and  industrial 
development,  was  in  charge  of  arrangements. 
He  was  assisted  by  the  Utah  Winter  Sports 
Ass’n,  the  Ogden  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  U.S.  forest  service.  The  pictures  will  be 
shown  in  theatres  in  the  U.S.  and  in  foreign 
countries  in  French,  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
versions. 


Neville  Owns  the  45th  Street 

SEATTLE — In  the  Western  20-Year  Show- 
men section  of  BOXOFFICE,  February  10, 
Hugh  W.  Bruen  was  inadvertently  named  as 
owner  of  the  45th  Street  Theatre  here.  This 
house  has  been  the  property  of  J.  B.  Neville 
since  July  of  1941. 


Ad  Man  Joins  Lawrence  Chain 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— R.  G.  W.  Frisby,  for 
15  years  theatre  advertising  man  for  the  Salt 
Lake  Tribune-Telegram,  has  been  named 
manager  of  two  theatres  of  the  Joseph  Law- 
rence chain  in  Weiser,  Idaho. 
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"WAVES"  Continues 
Angeleno  Favorite 

LOS  ANGELES— Still  topping  the  list  of 
first  run  grosses  was  Paramount’s  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES”  in  its  second  stanza  at  the  Hol- 
lywood Paramount  with  200  per  cent.  Not 
far  behind  with  175  was  Warners’  “Objective, 
Burma!”  at  the  Wiltern,  Hollywood  and  Down- 
town theatres,  while  “Thunderhead — Son  of 
Flicka”  (20th-Fox),  paired  with  “Circumstan- 
tial Evidence,”  bowed  in  with  150  at  the 
Chinese  State  and  Uptown  showcases. 

(Average  is  100) 


Chinese,  State  and  Uptown — Thunderhead — Son  of 
Flicka  (20th-Fox);  Circumstantial  Evidence 

(20th-Fox)  150 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — Objective, 

Burmal  (WB)  175 

Downtown  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 
(Para);  Dangerous  Passage  (Para),  2nd  wk....l31 

Egyptian — National  Velvet  (M-G-M,  2nd  wk 125 

Guild  and  Wilshire — Tonight  and  Every  Night 

(Col)  125 

Hillstreet — The  Suspect  (Univ);  She  Gets  Her 

Man  (Univ),  2nd  wk 90 

Hollywood  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para),  2nd  wk 200 

Los  Angeles — Same  as  Egyptian 98 

Fantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 90 

Ritx — Same  as  Egyptian 140 

United  Artists — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 150 


“I'll  Be  Seeing  You"  Is  Living  Up 
To  Its  Name  in  Frisco  Showing 

SAN  FRANCISCO— “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,” 
at  the  Fox,  was  not  far  wrong  as  far  as  San 
Francisco  patrons  are  concerned.  There  isn’t 
the  slightest  doubt  that  Fox  will  be  seeing 
most  all  of  this  fair  city’s  theatregoers  as 
long  as  it  continues  to  play  the  Cotten-Rogers 
newest  release. 

Esquire — House  oi  Frankenstein  (Univ);  Mummy's 


Curse  (Univ),  2nd  wk 120 

Fox — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA);  Double  Exposure 

(UA)  180 

Golden  Gate — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  Jan  Garber  on  stage  135 

Orpheum — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  5th  wk 110 

Paramount — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 140 

State — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk.; 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M) 130 

St.  Francis — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

5th  wk 120 

United  Artists — Tomorrow  the  World  (UA),  2nd 

wk.;  Tahiti  Nights  (Col)  110 

Warfield — Manila  Calling  (20th-Fox)  reissue 130 


“Bell"  Breaks  All  Seattle  Records 
With  Lusty  250  Per  Cent  Gross 

SEATTLE — The  chief  topic  of  conversa- 
tion here  was  the  curfew  law.  Night  clubs 
are  especially  hard  hit  for  they  rely  mostly 
on  trade  after  the  swing  shift  gets  off  work. 
Several  theatres  gave  up  the  late  show  policy 
on  weekends  and  a few  all-night  theatres 
changed  policy.  Business  at  all  houses  was 
very  good,  with  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls” 
making  its  first  appearance  here  and  smash- 
ing all  records.  One  year  ago  this  picture 
was  scheduled  to  open  as  a roadshow  at  raised 
prices  but  on  the  opening  day  a labor  dispute 
prevented  the  opening. 


Blue  Mouse — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO),  after 
2 wks.  at  Fifth  Avenue;  One  Body  Too  Many 

(Para)  140 

Fifth  Avenue — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom 

(20th-Fox)  150 

LiPerty — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col);  Shadows 

in  the  Night  (Col),  3rd  wk . ..130 

Music  Box — Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 140 

Orpheum — The  Suspect  (Univ);  She  Gets  Her 

Man  (Univ)  , 175 

Palomar — The  Navajo  Trail  (Mono),  plus  Johnny 

Mack  Brown  in  person  on  stage 180 

Paramount  and  Music  Hall — For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls  (Para)  .250 


"WAVES"  Reaches  170  and  Is  Held 
In  Denver;  Other  Grosses  Big 

DENVER — “Here  Come  the  WAVES”  was 
big  enough  in  its  third  week  at  the  Den- 
ham to  warrant  a fourth.  Other  business  was 
fair  to  big. 

Aladdin — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col);  Sergeant 
Mike  (Col),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 160 


Maximum  Theatre  Help 
Pledged  lo  Cross  Drive 


Denham — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  3rd  wk...l70 
Denver  and  Esquire — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox); 

Her  Lucky  Night  (Univ)  150 

Orpheum — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  Alter  Dark  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Paramount — Dark  Waters  (UA);  She's  a Sweet- 
heart (Col)  165 

Rialto — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA);  The  Missing  Juror 
(Col),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 165 


Honor  and  Godspeed 
To  Betsy  Bogart 

LOS  ANGELES — Mrs.  Betsy  Bogart’s  30 
years  on  Filmrow  here,  during  which  she 
made  countless  scores  of  friends  and  won 
the  admiration  and  respect  of  everyone  who 
knew  her,  taught  her  that  the  film  industry 
has  a heart.  Just  how  big  that  heart  is.  she 
learned  when  the  industry  honored  her  at  a 
banquet  to  mark  her  retirement  as  booker  of 
the  local  Warner  exchange  at  the  age  of  65. 

In  addition  to  the  warm  words  of  sincere 
tribute  from  outstanding  industry  figures, 
there  were  concrete  manifestations  of  the  big 
heart  of  show  business. 

P’or  example,  there  were  the  paid  up  mort- 
gage on  her  home  and  $506  in  cash  which 
was  presented  by  Charles  P.  Skouras  on  be- 
half of  the  local  Variety  Club,  under  whose 
auspices  the  banquet  was  staged.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  Skouras  personally  presented  the 
guest  of  honor  30  $25  war  bonds,  one  for  every 
year  of  her  life  in  the  film  business.  Then 
there  was  a gift  of  $3,250  in  war  bonds  and 
$500  in  cash  made  by  independent  exhibitors 
through  Dave  Bershon. 

Famous  stars  and  leading  figures  of  the 
industry  attended  the  testimonial  banquet  in 
the  Ambassador  Hotel,  approximately  500  of 
them. 

Prominent  among  those  present  were 
Skouras,  president  of  the  Variety  Club;  Harry 
Warner  of  Warner  Bros.,  the  company  which 
has  employed  her  for  the  last  16  years;  Marco 
Wolf;  Bershon;  Henry  Herbel,  George  Bow- 
ser and  L.  J.  Halper.  Honored  guests  in- 
cluded Stars  Joan  Leslie,  Faye  Emerson, 
Robert  Alda,  Jack  Carson,  Dane  Clark,  Hel- 
mut Dantine  and  George  Tobias. 

Mrs.  Bogart’s  film  career  started  back  in 
1915  at  the  old  Pathe  Co.  and  she  has  been 
employed  continuously  since  that  time  as 
film  booker  at  the  Educational,  First  National 
and  Warner  Bros,  sales  offices  here. 

Mrs.  Bogart  is  the  mother  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Walter  T.  Bogart,  Stanford  University  gradu- 
ate now  with  the  army  air  forces,  and  a 
daughter.  Sue,  a graduate  of  UCLA,  now  a 
nun  at  St.  Stephens  School,  New  Orleans. 


Judy , Riddled  by  Jap 
Bullets , Sings  On 

Somewhere  in  the  Pacific.  (Delayed)  — 
The  battle-worn  marines  at  this  base  are 
now  fully  convinced  that  Judy  Garland, 
is  a real  trouper,  and  plenty  rugged  too. 
Starring  in  the  first  picture  shown  on 
this  island  after  its  capture,  Judy  was 
singing  when  a Jap  machine  gun  opened 
up. 

When  the  marines  had  silenced  the 
“gate  crasher,”  and  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  the  screen  again,  they  found  it 
had  been  riddled  by  machine  gun  fire. 

Judy,  despite  three  bullet  holes  in  her 
forehead,  finished  her  song. 


LOS  ANGELES — Local  distributors  and  ex- 
hibitors turned  out  virtually  en  masse  to  at- 
tend the  luncheon  meeting  which  launched 
the  1945  Red  Cross  drive.  Some  400  southern 
California  showmen  attended  the  meeting  in 
the  Embassy  room  of  the  Ambassador  Hotel. 

Headed  by  Charles  P.  Skouras,  southern 
California  chairman,  they  met  with  Willard 
Keith,  representing  the  national  motion  pic- 
ture chairman,  Ned  Depinet  of  New  York,  and 
civic  and  Red  Cross  officials  to  map  prepara- 
tions and  discuss  ideas  for  the  theatre  par- 
ticipation in  the  drive,  March  15-21. 

Skouras  Pledges  Maximum  Efforts 

Reporting  pledges  of  100  per  cent  coopera- 
tion in  the  humanitarian  effort  by  southern 
California’s  theatres,  Skouras  keynoted  the 
meeting  by  emphasizing  that  every  member 
of  the  industry  will  put  forth  maximum  time 
and  energy  in  achieving  the  1945  goal  as- 
signed by  the  Red  Cross  to  America’s  show 
houses. 

“You  may  rest  assured,”  Skouras  declared 
in  reporting  to  McIntyre  the  pledge  of  south- 
land theatres,  “that  we  will  go  all-out  in 
making  the  1945  Red  Cross  drive  greater 
than  anything  we  have  ever  previously  done. 
You  know,  from  results  of  war  bond  and 
March  of  Dimes  campaigns,  how  well  or- 
ganized and  how  aware  of  their  responsibility 
on  every  patriotic  endeavor  southern  Cali- 
fornia showmen  are. 

“We  theatre  men  of  this  area  are  de- 
termined to  lead  the  industry  in  results  for 
this  vital  cause.” 

Keith  Outlines  Plans 

Outlining  general  plans,  Keith  said:  “To- 
day the  Red  Cross  need  is  greater  than  ever 
before.  The  theatre  goal  is  an  ambitious  one 
and  it  is  up  to  all  of  us  to  see  that  this 
figure  is  met.  The  Red  Cross  need  is  greater 
by  far  than  ever  before  and  with  the  untiring 
effort  and  application  of  showmanship  by  us 
all  to  the  greatest  of  our  ability,  the  need 
will  be  met.” 

George  Murphy,  film  star,  was  toastmaster 
and  other  speakers  included:  Robert  H. 
Poole,  WAC  co-chairman,  and  Walter  Wan- 
ger,  chairman  of  Red  Cross  motion  picture 
studio  drive. 

At  the  speakers’  table  also  were:  Gus  Metz- 
ger, Marco  Wolff,  Dave  Bershon,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Loeb,  Rear  Admiral  Joseph  R.  Defrees, 
Comdr.  Schuyler  F.  Heim,  navy;  Lieut.  Col. 
C.  A.  Miller,  marines;  Capt.  W.  F.  Towel,  Col. 
Wilkie  C.  Burt,  Gen.  D.  F.  Stace,  Harry 
Cohen,  Paul  K.  Yost,  George  Bowser,  Lieut. 
Long  Ellis  of  the  navy,  and  George  Topper. 


Capt.  Bob  Kesner  Back 
To  FWC  as  a Flack 

LOS  ANGELES — Bob  Kesner,  honorably 
discharged  captain  in  the  army  air  corps,  has 
rejoined  Fox  West  Coast  Theatres’  advertis- 
ing department.  He  returned  recently  after 
serving  one  year  in  Iceland.  Kesner  left  the 
industry  four  years  ago  to  enter  the  army, 
first  in  the  infantry.  He  was  later  assigned 
to  the  air  force  as  an  administrative  officer. 
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SEATTLE 

\K7e  thank  Tom  Monson  for  his  generous 
gift,  a year’s  dues  in  the  Washington 
State  Press  Club  ...  A newcomer  has  caught 
on  to  the  newspaper  boys  like  candy  to  a kid. 
He  is  Ronnie  Ames  who  has  succeeded  Ralph 
Ravenscroft  as  exploitation  representative  in 
the  northwest.  Ronnie  will  get  the  coopera- 
tion of  all  he  works  with.  On  his  first  visit 
to  Seattle  he  brought  along  his  wife.  Ravens- 
croft, the  demon  cigar  chewer,  is  now  planted 
in  the  Paramount  studios  handling  publicity 
for  shorts. 

Ted  Dash  got  away  long  enough  to  take  a 
run  to  Bellingham  with  Carl  Mahne  and 
Harry  Simons  . . . Harry  Simons  donated  a 
Red  Cross  built-in  neon  exhibited  at  the  Red 
Cross  kickoff  luncheon. 

Speaking  of  the  Red  Cross  luncheon.  It  was 

a grand  sight  to  see  the  30  nurses  in  white 
uniforms  as  guests.  All  the  girls  have  been 
assigned  to  combat  duty  and  will  be  shoving 
off  soon.  The  125  theatre  men  in  attendance 
will  remember  them  . . . Mrs.  Jimmy  Ewing 
was  on  the  Row  booking  for  their  theatre  in 
Auburn.  Jimmy  is  in  the  army  in  California. 

Bill  Forman  got  back  from  the  California 
trip  . . . Mrs.  John  Danz,  wife  of  the  presi- 
dent of  Sterling  Theatres,  celebrated  a birth- 
day . . . A1  Goldstein,  former  manager  of  a 
film  exchange,  visited  the  Row  . . . Ralph 
Abbett,  manager  for  Monogram,  went  to 
Yakima  on  business. 

Frank  Jenkins  was  called  in  from  Portland 
to  Spokane  to  handle  exploitation  on  “Fight- 
ing Lady.”  One  of  the  navy  men  off  th° 
“Fighting  Lady”  and  who  helped  film  the 
picture  is  a Spokane  boy  . . . Bert  Lang,  man- 
ager of  the  Blue  Mouse  Theatre  for  two  years, 
has  resigned  to  return  to  his  first  love,  ad- 
vance man  for  legitimate  roadshows.  Jack 
Hamaker,  recently  discharged  from  the  army 
and  former  manager  of  the  Blue  Mouse,  re- 
turned to  his  old  spot. 

Robert  Earhart,  recently  discharged  from 
the  marines,  has  been  named  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Coliseum.  Jack  Dudman  is  man- 
ager of  the  house  . . . George  and  Laura 
Nehbras  are  house  guests  of  Lloyd  and  Har- 
riet Lamb  on  their  way  back  to  Alaska.  They 
have  been  in  the  States  several  months,  most 
of  the  time  in  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  where  their 
son  is  in  the  army. 

Jim  Hone  came  in  from  Olympia  for  the 
weekend.  Jim’s  office  is  here  but  he  is  camp- 
ing on  the  floors  of  the  state  capitol  while 
the  legislative  session  is  on  . . . Bill  and  Helen 
Roush  went  to  Yakima.  Bill  is  just  back 
from  the  western  front  recovering  from 
wounds.  He  now  reports  to  the  hosptial  in 
Walla  Walla. 

Tom  Guinan,  traveling  auditor  for  PRC, 
visited  the  local  branch  . . . Ben  Lightfield 
of  the  Mode  Theatre  in  Cottonwood,  Idaho, 
made  his  first  visit  to  Filmrow  to  book  . . . 
Ruth  Fensten  of  the  Diablo  Theatre  in  Bur- 
lington was  also  in  booking  . . . C.  F.  Drew, 
branch  manager  for  20th-Fox  and  his  sales- 
men, Ray  Ackles,  Les  Theuerkauf,  and  Leon- 
ard Raatz,  and  Jimmy  Brooks,  office  man- 
ager, went  to  Portland  to  attend  a meeting 
called  by  Herman  Wobber,  Pacific  coast 
manager  . . . Bill  Evans  was  up  from  Centralia 
and  Chahalis. 

Spotted  on  the  Row  were  Ollie  Hartman 
from  Coulee;  Mike  Barovic  from  Tacoma;  W. 
B.  McDonald  from  Olympia;  Billy  Hartford 
from  Everett;  W.  A.  Cochrane  from  Snoqual- 
mie;  John  Lee,  Ephrata;  Lionel  Brown,  Ed- 
monds; Russ  Brown,  Aberdeen. 


Sign  Ernest  Truex  for  "Diary" 

Universal  has  signed  Ernest  Truex  for  “Men 
in  Her  Diary.” 


" Blithe  Spirit " 111.  Plays 
Home  Town,  Collapses 

Salt  Lake  City — She  was  ill  and  near 
collapse,  but  Gladys  George  didn’t  want 
to  disappoint  home  town  fans,  so  she 
went  through  with  a scheduled  appear- 
ance of  “Blithe  Spirit”  at  the  Uptown 
Theatre  here.  Then  she  was  secluded  in 
an  undisclosed  Salt  Lake  home  recuper- 
ating from  a near  nervous  breakdown. 

Three  days  without  sleep  and  a drafty 
train  compartment  had  failed  to  daunt 
Miss  George.  Although  the  curtain  was 
a half  hour  late,  the  entire  cast  won 
plaudits  for  their  performances.  Miss 
George  collapsed  after  the  show  and  was 
taken  to  a local  hospital,  suffering  a near 
nervous  breakdown.  She  later  was  re- 
moved to  the  private  residence,  where  she 
now  is  recovering. 

Molly  Dodd,  who  played  the  “Blithe 
Spirit”  role  in  a company  which  went 
overseas  with  USO-Camp  Shows  in  Ice- 
land and  England,  took  over  Miss  George’s 
role,  and  will  continue  in  that  part 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  tour,  it 
is  understood. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


Dill  Seib,  Columbia  branch  manager  recently 
back  from  New  York  and  out  in  the  ter- 
ritory again,  saw  the  opening  night  of  “A 
Song  to  Remember”  at  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  . . . Manager  Buck  Wade  of  Universal 
was  in  northern  Utah,  Idaho  and  Montana 
on  a sales  trip  . . . “Can’t  Help  Singing” 
is  doing  a heavy  business  here.  It  was 
filmed  in  Utah. 

Republic’s  new  picture,  “Utah,”  breaking 
in  this  region  March  17,  is  to  be  shown  in 
seven  different  towns  simultaneously.  The 
Lyric  is  the  Salt  Lake  City  opening  spot,  and 
a big  campaign  is  being  put  on  all  around. 

Lee  Scott,  on  Filmrow  for  several  years 
and  now  in  the  armed  services,  wrote  his 
sister  Nini,  booker  for  Sheffield  Republic 
here,  that  he  arrived  in  France  . . . Man- 
ager Carroll  Trowbridge  of  UA,  back  re- 
cently from  the  national  convention,  says 
Ernie  Gibson,  who  covered  southern  Utah 
for  UA,  has  been  transferred  to  work  north- 
ern California. 

All  Paramount  salesmen  and  F.  H.  Smith, 
branch  manager,  attended  a sales  meeting 
conducted  by  Hugh  Braly,  home  office  rep- 
resentative. 

Manager  C.  Nedley  of  M-G-M  returned 
from  a tour  of  the  Montana  situations  with 
his  lineup  . . . The  Huntridge  Theatre  near 
Las  Vegas  is  now  only  five  minutes  from 
downtown  Las  Vegas  by  bus,  the  schedule 
having  been  changed  so  theatre  patrons  may 
get  off  the  bus  on  the  trip  out,  before  the 
circuit  of  Huntridge  is  made. 

Jerry  Ross,  manager  at  the  Lyric,  reports 
a visit  from  Joe  Rosenfield,  owner  and  oper- 
ator, who  is  president  of  Favorite  Amuse- 
ment Co.  . . . During  the  recent  Tex  Ritter 
personal  appearance  a record-breaking  week 
was  enjoyed  at  the  Lyric  here,  according  to 
Rosenfield  and  Ross. 


Specialists  in  Stage  Equipment 
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Oeorge  Hickey,  Metro  western  sales  super - 
^ visor,  went  to  San  Francisco  to  close  a deal 
for  his  product  with  the  Golden  State  Thea- 
tres and  T&D  junior  circuit,  representing  120 
houses  . . . Back  from  the  Bay  City  were 
George  Bowser,  general  manager  of  Fox  West 
Coast,  and  Harry  Cox,  National  Theatres 
treasurer.  They  had  trained  north  with 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  George  Skouras,  John 
Bertero,  Tom  Page  and  other  circuit  exec- 
utives for  huddles  concerning  northern  divi- 
sion matters. 

Having  concluded  conferences  here  with 
studio  officials,  five  Paramount  New  York 
theatre  executives  left  for  the  east  with  plans 
for  a stopover  at  Phoenix  for  two  days.  The 
group  included  Leonard  Goldenson,  in  charge 
of  Paramount’s  theatre  operations;  Robert 
M.  Weitman,  New  York  Paramount  theatre 
managing  director;  Edward  L.  Hyman,  Joe 
Kinsky  and  Max  Fellerman,  of  theatre  de- 
partment. 

Filmrow  friends  were  shocked  to  hear  of 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Virginia  Price,  wife  of  Ar- 
thur Price,  manager  of  the  Aero  Theatre  in 
Santa  Monica.  Mrs.  Price  died  of  injuries 
received  when  struck  by  an  auto  while  cross- 
ing Wilshire  Blvd.  Price  was  also  seriously 
hurt  in  the  accident  and  is  in  the  Santa 
Monica  Hospital. 

Columbia  has  engaged  Morris  Abrahams  to 
do  special  publicity  and  exploitation  for  “A 
Song  to  Remember”  . . . Checking  into  the 
local  Million  Dollar  Theatre  for  a week’s  en- 
gagement was  Billy  Sobelman  and  his  act. 
Sobelman  is  a veteran  showman  having  been 
an  exhibitor  for  over  30  years.  He  left  that 
field  for  vaudeville. 

Morris  Safier,  newly-appointed  western  di- 
vision manager  of  PRC,  left  for  San  Fran- 
cisco where  he  spent  several  days  discussing 
new  product  with  Armand  Cohn,  northern 
California  franchise  holder  . . . Metro’s  west- 
ern sales  supervisor,  George  Hickey,  left  for 
Phoenix  on  his  annual  vacation. 

Row  visitors:  Louis  Long  of  the  Griffith- 
Long  Amusement  Co.,  Phoenix,  Ariz.;  Earl 
Streebe,  Palm  Springs  and  Las  Vegas  thea- 
tre owner  . . . Felix  Ayzock  has  resigned  as 
secretary  of  the  local  Harry  Rackin  Exhibitor 
Service.  Doraye  Hasson  stepped  into  the  va- 
cancy. Alyx  Xalis,  daughter  of  James  Xalis 
of  the  Douglas,  Ariz.,  Grand  Theatre,  is 
switchboarding  for  the  same  company. 

K.  E.  Simmons,  newly  arrived  from  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  where  he  managed  the  Capital 
and  Eastern  showcases  for  the  Marcus  cir- 
cuit, plans  to  make  his  home  here.  Simmons 
is  currently  scouting  around  for  a new  berth 
similar  to  the  one  he  held  in  Fort  Wayne  . . . 
Flying  from  Midland,  Calif.,  where  he  oper- 
ates the  Pal  Theatre,  Jack  Moore  spent  a day 
on  the  Row. 

"Over  Tokyo"  Flies  on 
To  Record  in  Utah 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Breaking  all  records, 
M-G-M’s  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  has 
been  held  over  at  the  Centre  Theatre  here 
for  a second  straight  week.  An  average  of 
only  two  pictures  a year  have  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  holding  over  at  the  Centre,  accord- 
ing to  David  T.  Thomas,  manager.  After  a 
second  week  at  the  Centre,  it  was  booked  to 
move  over  to  the  Studio  Theatre. 

Another  record-breaker  at  a Fox  Inter- 
mountain theatre  here  is  “For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls,”  which  has  played  to  turnaway  crowds 
at  the  Utah  since  its  opening  February  22. 
“FWTBT”  is  expected  to  move  to  the  Cap- 
itol Theatre  for  a second  week. 
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Sees  Curfew  as  Chance 
For  Ending  Dual  Bills 


Gets  D-Day  Films 
Bui  Loses  His  Leg 

MILWAUKEE— Capt.  Herman  Wall,  a 
former  Milwaukeean  and  now  a Los  Angeles 
resident,  returned  to  England  D-Day  with 
the  first  pictures  of  the  landing  in  Nor- 
mandy, but  minus  his  left  leg.  Wall  hit 
the  beach  with  the  first  division  as  command- 
ing officer  of  the  165th  signal  company.  He 
had  previously  dispatched  pigeons  with  pre- 
cious 35mm  film  exposed  during  the  channel 
crossing. 

“I  never  saw  the  birds  again,  and  I guess 
nobody  else  ever  did,”  Wall  said.  “I  don’t 
know  where  that  film  went.” 

With  one  roll  remaining  in  his  Leica 
camera,  Captain  Wall  pointed  the  lens  from 
France  toward  the  oncoming  Allied  troops. 
He  lost  his  left  leg  in  the  explosion  of  a 
land  mine  or  mortar  shell. 

Discarding  all  of  his  equipment  except  the 
camera,  Wall  was  shipped  back  to  England 
where  he  called  an  officer  in  the  hospital: 

“Quick,  call  that  number  in  London.  I’ve 
got  a secret  package  here  that’s  got  to  get 
through,”  Wall  said. 

It  was  the  film  of  the  first  pictures  taken 
on  the  beachhead.  A London  officer  reached 
the  hospital,  returned  with  the  film,  and 
soon  the  pictures  were  radioed  to  the  United 
States. 

Wall,  a patient  at  Percy  Jones  general 
hospital,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  is  a native 
Milwaukeean.  A commercial  photographer, 
and  magazine  illustrator,  he  was  well  known 
on  the  Row  here  before  entering  service. 

Two  Missouri  Measures 
Are  Aimed  at  Petrillo 

JEFFERSON  CITY— Two  bills  aimed  at 
the  activities  of  James  C.  Petrillo  of  the 
musicians’  union  has  been  thrown  into  the 
Missouri  legislative  mill. 

Both  bills  were  introduced  by  Senator  H. 
R.  Williams  of  Barry  County,  Republican 
majority  floor  leader.  They  would  make  it  a 
misdemeanor,  punishable  by  a fine  of  from 
$50  to  $1,000  or  a jail  term  from  30  days  to 
one  year  or  both,  for  any  individual  or  or- 
ganization to  interfere  with  the  production  of 
broadcasting  of  noncommercial  religious,  ed- 
ucational, charitable,  cultural  programs  and 
festivities,  or  for  interfering  with  the  instal- 
lation or  operation  of  equipment  used  in  con- 
junction with  these  activities. 

Williams  explained  that  he  is  not  opposed 
to  the  AFL  or  any  other  labor  organization, 
but  declared  Petrillo’s  activities  have  gone  far 
beyond  the  proper  scope  of  union  protection 
from  unfair  treatment  by  employers. 

“When  the  St.  Louis  Girl  Scouts  can’t  have 
a doll  show  at  Kiel  Auditorium  without  hir- 
ing a 20-piece  band,  it’s  going  too  far,”  he 
said.  “The  Boy  Scouts  there  wanted  to  parade 
and  couldn’t  and  the  women  wanted  to  have 
a flower  show  but  couldn’t  do  it  without 
hiring  a $1,500  orchestra.” 

Douglas  Park  Is  Declared 
A Fire  Trap  for  27th  Time 

CHICAGO — For  the  27th  time  the  Douglas 
Park  Theatre  has  been  declared  a fire  trap, 
the  owners  fined  and  the  case  appealed.  The 
house,  located  on  the  west  side,  is  a second 
floor  setup.  Abe  Kalish  is  the  owner.  He 
was  fined  $100  last  week.  A similar  fine  was 
imposed  on  William  Ahrens,  manager  of  the 
Grand  on  North  Clark  St.,  owned  by  the 
Winston  Theatre  Corp.,  on  grounds  that  the 
house  had  no  sprinkling  system  and  that 
lumber  and  rubbish  was  found  in  the  base- 
ment. 


Riverside,  Milwaukee, 

Cuts  Flesh  Shows 

MILWAUKEE — The  Riverside  Theatre,  the 
only  house  in  town  playing  stage  and  band 
shows  in  conjunction  with  pictures,  will  dis- 
continue booking  flesh  and  bands  on  Good 
Friday. 

However,  this  will  not  be  a permanent 
setup.  The  idea  is  to  open  again  on  May  16 
with  a name  band.  In  the  meantime,  the 
policy  will  be  to  show  one  A picture,  possibly 
a B,  as  a replacement  for  the  stage  shows. 
Recently,  the  house  has  been  running  A pic- 
tures with  stage  shows. 

The  management  has  encountered  a lack 
of  suitable  flesh  acts  or  bands  and  a short- 
age of  good  standby  musicians  to  cut  the 
stage  shows  from  the  pit.  Recently,  musi- 
cians from  radio  stations  had  to  be  pressed 
into  service. 

Difficulty  in  booking  flesh  acts  and  bands 
is  due  to  transportation;  inroads  of  the 
draft;  shift  of  top  band  musicians  to  war 
work  and  impending  “work  or  fight”  legisla- 
tion. 

Many  of  the  bands  booked  into  the  River- 
side recently  have  come  in  with  men  short. 
Acts  booked  in  have  failed  to  appear  for 
opening  performances. 

Chicago  Projectionists 
Set  for  Television 

CHICAGO — Chicago  motion  picture  oper- 
ators are  getting  ready  for  new  jobs  in  post- 
war show  business.  They  are  learning  the 
fundamentals  of  television  because  they  fore- 
see future  theatres  with  films  "broadcast” 
through  television  from  a central  point  to  a 
score  or  more  of  houses.  The  operators  want 
to  be  well  prepared  for  the  job  of  projecting 
television  pictures  on  the  screen. 

Some  of  the  members  of  Local  110,  Moving 
Picture  Machine  Operators  union,  today  are 
taking  a television  course  at  DeForest’s 
Training,  Inc.,  Chicago.  Eventually  all  300 
operators  in  the  Chicago  area  will  be  com- 
pelled to  take  the  course  and  refresher  work, 
said  Eugene  Atkinson,  union  business  agent. 

“Our  union  contract  with  the  theatre  calls 
for  the  employment  of  television  operators 
when  television  films  are  used,  and  our  men 
are  the  ones  for  the  job,”  Atkinson  added. 

On  present  sound  machines  the  operators 
have  only  two  dial  controls,  one  for  focus 
and  the  other  to  eliminate  double  pictures. 
On  television  machines  they  have  to  learn 
to  handle  10  controls,  including  the  synchro- 
nizing of  the  transmitter  and  receiver,  sound, 
picture  brightness  and  focus.  The  “students,” 
paying  their  own  tuition,  spend  four  hours  a 
week  in  classrooms  and  laboratories.  Their 
course  lasts  24  weeks  and  requires  home 
work. 

Marion  Aasen  Is  Named 
Manager  at  Madison 

MADISON,  WIS. — Mrs.  Marion  Aasen,  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Capitol  Theatre,  be- 
came the  first  woman  to  be  named  as  a 
theatre  manager  in  Warners’  midwest  cir- 
cuit when  she  was  appointed  recently  to 
managership  of  the  Majestic  here. 

She  succeeds  Wayne  Berkley  who  is  en- 
tering the  armed  forces. 

Mrs.  Aasen  has  been  in  show  business  for 
about  ten  years  and  once  served  as  assistant 
at  the  theatre  she  has  been  named  to  manage. 


MILWAUKEE — Imposition  of  the  govern- 
ment curfew  ruling  was  seen  here  as  an  op- 
portunity for  operators  of  double  run  houses 
to  return  to  single  feature  policy. 

“Now  is  the  time  for  the  theatre  people 
to  get  smart  and  go  back  to  the  old-fashioned 
single  feature  bill,  taking  advantage  of  the 
wonderful  short  features  and  cartoons  in 
Technicolor  and  comedies,”  said  Louis  Orlove, 
Metro  exploiteer. 

“Then  they  could  give  two  shows,  one  from 
7 to  9 p.  m.  and  another  from  9 to  11  p.  m. 
That  would  give  people  time  to  go  out  for  re- 
freshments before  the  entertainment  places 
closed.” 

Alfred  Kvool,  district  manager  of  War- 
ner Theatres,  was  concerned  over  the  lack  of 
opportunity  for  late  shift  war  workers  to  at- 
tend theatres.  The  Warner  circuit  eliminated 
a number  of  midnight  shows. 

Possibly  the  “sandwich”  bill,  where  one 
feature  would  be  run  between  two  showings 
of  main  feature,  may  be  utilized  by  many 
operators. 

L.  F.  Gran,  general  manager  of  Standard 
Theatres,  reported  that  the  stage  show  on 
weekends  at  Riverside  which  formerly  started 
at  11  p.  m.  would  start  at  9:30  p.  m. 

H.  J.  Fitzgerald  of  Fox  Wisconsin  report- 
ed the  curfew  eliminated  the  midnight  show 
that  downtown  theatres  have  been  featuring, 
and  that  the  evening  start  of  double  features 
might  be  moved  back  to  6:30  p.  m.  from  7. 

Ben  Feenberg,  office  manager  of  Eskin 
Theatres,  reported  the  chain  of  20  in  smaller 
towns  in  the  state  was  not  affected  as  all 
houses  close  before  midnight. 

M.  Brazee,  State  manager  for  the  Warner 
circuit,  reported  that  his  houses  would  not 
be  affected,  as  he  had  been  running  single 
features  in  most  of  them  for  over  a year.  He 
will  show  the  late  Saturday  night  picture 
earlier.  Brazee  expected  no  drop  in  box- 
office  receipts. 

Indications  pointed  toward  earlier  sched- 
uling. Downtown  first  run  houses  in  key 
cities  in  the  state  such  as  Milwaukee,  Madison, 
Oshkosh,  Green  Bay,  were  affected  the  most. 


Night  in  Monte  Carlo 
Best  Yet  for  Variety 

CHICAGO — With  the  curfew  polished  up 
to  start  ringing  Monday  at  midnight,  Variety 
Club  got  under  the  wire  last  Saturday  night 
with  a big,  late  and  thoroughly  successful 
“Night  in  Monte  Carlo,”  its  second  affair  of 
the  kind,  staged  for  its  pet  charity,  the 
LaRabida  Jackson  Park  sanatorium  for  chil- 
dren with  heart  ailments. 

The  dice  rattled,  the  dominoes  leaped,  the 
wheels  whirled  and  money  flowed  freely  with 
300  members  and  their  wives  and  other  fem- 
inine guests  packing  the  clubrooms  in  the 
Blackstone  Hotel.  A buffet  snack  bar  got  as 
big  a play  as  the  gaming  tables. 

Bows  for  the  grand  affair,  one  of  the  best 
the  local  tent  has  ever  sponsored,  go  to  Jack 
Kirsch,  the  barker,  and  Eddie  Brunell,  chair- 
man of  the  entertainment  committee,  along 
with  a lot  of  good  members  who  helped,  in- 
cluding Erwin  Fensin,  Harry  Blumenthal, 
Jack  Armgardt,  Saul  Goldman,  George  Top- 
per, A1  Simons,  Sam  Miller,  Ben  Eisenberg, 
Ben  Banovitz,  Morris  Heilman,  Ted  Levy  and 
Lester  Stepner  who  had  charge  of  the  ar- 
rangements and  properties. 


"Forever  Yours"  Is  the  New  Tag 

“Forever  Yours”  has  been  selected  by 
Monogram  as  the  new  tag  for  its  film  for- 
merly known  as  “They  Shall  Have  Faith.” 
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Solid  Lineup  Pledged 
For  Red  Cross  Drive 

ST.  LOUIS— Three-fourths  of  the  theatres 
in  the  St.  Louis  territory  have  returned  Red 
Cross  drive  pledges,  it  was  revealed  at  a 
luncheon  rally  held  at  the  Coronado  Hotel 
here  Friday  last  week.  Some  150  theatre 
owners  and  managers,  exchange  managers, 
salesmen  and  theatrical  union  officials  at- 
tended. 

Exchange  managers  and  salesmen  pledged 
themselves  to  see  that  all  of  the  560  theatres 
in  this  territory  take  up  Red  Cross  collec- 
tions. The  roll  call  revealed  that  418  houses 
have  already  given  the  necessary  pledges. 

Basil  O’Connor,  national  chairman  of  the 
Red  Cross,  who  was  here  to  address  a gather- 
ing of  Red  Cross  workers  and  St.  Louis  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  members,  was  a surprise 
speaker  at  the  motion  picture  gathering. 
Bernard  McCarthy,  UA  manager  and  distrib- 
utor chairman,  arranged  the  rally  and  Lou 
Ansel  acted  as  toastmaster. 

O’Connor,  who  recently  returned  from  a 30- 
day  tour  in  England,  France  and  Italy,  told  of 
how  the  Red  Cross  worker  shines  with  service 
men  from  the  moment  of  an  invasion  to  the 
time  when  they  are  sent  home.  He  predicted 
that  “even  if  the  shooting  should  stop  today, 
Red  Cross  workers  would  have  to  stay  over- 
seas for  at  least  another  year.’’  He  listed  the 
varied  tasks  that  are  undertaken  by  the  Red 
Cross,  including  the  running  of  rest  camps, 
mobile  canteens,  in  hospitals,  etc.  He  said 
that  10,000  Red  Cross  workers  are  either  over- 
seas or  in  training  to  go  over,  and  that  at 
least  2,000  others  will  go  over  before  the  war 
ends. 

Other  speakers  at  the  luncheon  were  Walter 
Boehmer,  local  Red  Cross  general  chairman; 


Sgt.  Charles  E.  Walker  of  the  army  air  force; 
Martin  G.  Smith,  president  of  National  Allied 
and  Allied  of  Ohio,  and  Edward  Schnitzer, 
UA  executive. 

Fanchon  & Marco  started  the  fund  with 
an  individual  pledge  of  $3,000,  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  added  another  $3,000,  plus 
$1,500  by  the  700  employes  of  the  34  F&M- 
St.  Louis  Amusement  houses;  $1,000  from  the 
members  of  Local  143  of  MPPMO;  $320  War- 
ner exchange;  $150,  Republic;  $1,000,  Para- 
mount; $280,  National  Screen  Service,  and 
$225  Universal. 

The  Copper  Queen  Filmed 
By  an  Oak  Park  Firm 

CHICAGO — The  wettest  mine  in  the 
world,  the  Copper  Queen  near  Bisbee,  Ariz., 
is  under  a desert;  the  driest,  near  Hancock, 
Mich.,  is  under  Lake  Michigan. 

This  is  reported  by  Bertram  Bates,  direc- 
tor for  Atlas  Educational  Film  Co.,  Oak  Park, 
111.,  back  from  filming  the  interior  of  the 
Copper  Queen  mine  for  the  U.S.  bureau  of 
mines.  Brightly  lighted,  workers  saw  it  clear- 
ly for  the  first  time. 


Wanted:  Husky  Femmes 
To  Juggle  Film  Cans 

Chicago — Wanted:  Husky  women  to 
juggle  film  cans.  The  WMC  has  lopped 
off  a lot  of  help  at  the  exchanges,  among 
other  places.  The  main  pinch  is  felt  in 
the  shipping  departments  where  the 
heavy  film  containers  need  someone  with 
brawn  to  move  them.  Exchanges  are  ap- 
pealing to  the  WMC  for  a break,  showing 
how  badly  they  are  handicapped  by  the 
new  lopping  off  of  help. 


Chicago  Red  Cross 
Drive  Under  Way 

CHICAGO — Every  big  name  in  the  indus- 
try from  the  Chicago  area  turned  out  for  the 
luncheon  meeting  launching  the  Red  Cross 
drive  for  approximately  $12,000,000. 

The  campaign  got  under  way  with  local 
and  out-of-town  leaders  instilling  pep  and 
enthusiasm  into  the  exhibitors  and  others 
of  the  show  world  who  pledged  the  usual 
100  per  cent  support. 

John  Balaban,  chairman  of  the  WAC  in 
Chicago  and  environs  said  97  per  cent  of 
the  theatres  already  had  pledged  intention 
to  conduct  collections.  Dick  Powell  paid  a 
glowing  tribute  to  the  industry  and  its  war 
activities,  as  did  Martin  Kennedy,  Red 
Cross  chairman  for  the  Chicago  area  for 
the  third  consecutive  year. 

Robert  Mochrie,  general  sales  manager  of 
RKO,  said  the  same  spirit  of  cooperation  on 
the  part  of  showmen  here  was  being  demon- 
strated throughout  the  nation  and  urged 
that  showmen  do  everything  possible  to  in- 
crease the  size  of  donations  and  to  make 
sure  collections  are  made  at  every  show. 

One  of  the  most  illuminating  speeches 
was  made  by  Arthur  Mayer,  former  Chicagoan 
and  now  operator  of  the  Rialto  Theatre  in 
New  York  and  deputy  commissioner  for  the 
Red  Cross  in  the  Pacific  area. 

Mayer  stressed  the  absence  of  class  dis- 
tinction and  racial  or  color  discrimination 
on  the  fighting  front  and  said  this  was 
further  emphasized  by  the  Red  Cross  which 
administers  its  mercy  and  aid  to  one  and 
all,  never  stinting.  This,  he  added,  was  only 
made  possible  by  the  same  kind  of  unity 
and  mercy  on  the  home  front,  demonstrated 
in  support  of  the  Red  Cross  and  its  ac- 
tivities. 

Sgt.  Anthony  Grasso,  back  from  69  mis- 
sions over  Burma  and  wearer  of  an  Air  Medal 
two  battle  stars  and  special  commendation 
from  the  Tenth  air  force  command,  said 
the  Red  Cross  was  always  on  the  job  and 
that  it  could  only  do  its  job  through  sup- 
port such  as  showmen  and  other  Americans 
were  lending. 

M.  L.  Lightman  was  another  to  praise  the 
industry  for  its  all-out  efforts  in  every  pa- 
triotic endeavor  stating  that  showmen  served 
over  and  beyond  the  demands  made  upon 
them. 

A dramatic  climax  to  the  meeting  was  the 
interruption  by  Chairman  Balaban  to  an- 
nounce that  97  per  cent  of  the  theatres  had 
signed  up  for  collections. 

Other  well-knowns  at  the  meeting  included 
Eddie  Zorn,  downstate  Illinois  chairman  for 
the  industry;  Jack  Kirsch,  Allied  head  who 
is  co-chairman  of  the  WAC  for  this  area; 
Harold  Stevens,  Chicago  chairman;  Henry 
Tenney,  chairman  of  Chicago’s  Red  Cross 
chapter;  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Ryerson,  chair- 
man of  the  women’s  division;  Sam  Gorelick, 
RKO  executive  co-chairman  of  distributors; 
Edwin  Silverman,  Essaness  executive  and 
ardent  war  worker;  Mrs.  Grace  Pettingill,  ex- 
hibitors’ contact  for  women  workers  during 
Red  Cross  week. 


Special  Films  Shown 

CHICAGO — Special  film  presentations  last 
week  included  the  Burton  Holmes  travelogs 
at  Orchestra  Hail.  His  subject  was  the  Colo- 
rado River.  “Salmon  and  Elk,”  made  in  the 
Jackson  Hole  country,  was  shown  in  the  Chi- 
cago Academy  of  Sciences  in  Lincoln  Park 
by  Wesley  Kubichek,  wildlife  photographer. 
“The  Story  of  Our  Flag”  was  offered  at  the 
Public  Library  and  at  Orchestra  Hall.  Dr. 
Alfred  Bailey,  director  of  the  Colorado  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  History,  displayed  “Land  of 
the  Navajos.” 


CHICAGO  AREA’S  OPENING  GUN— Turning  out  300  strong,  circuit  heads 
and  other  leaders  of  the  show  world  in  the  Chicago  area  lunched  at  Hotel  Black- 
stone  to  fire  the  opening  gun  in  the  Red  Cross  drive,  with  the  Chicago  quota  set 
at  approximately  12  million  dollars.  The  top  photo  shows  a portion  of  the  crowd. 

Bottom:  Alan  Usher,  Paramount  Pictures;  Sam  Gorelick,  RKO;  Jack  Kirsch, 
Allied;  John  Balaban,  B&K,  chairman  of  the  WAC  of  the  motion  picture  industry; 
Sgt.  Anthony  Grasso,  decorated  war  hero;  Robert  Mochrie,  general  sales  manager 
for  RKO;  M.  L.  Lightman,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  exhibitor;  Eddie  Zorn,  downstate 
Illinois  chairman  of  the  drive;  Harold  Stevens,  Paramount  branch  manager; 
Edwin  Silverman,  Essaness  executive. 
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Grand  Week  in  Loop 
As  All  Films  Click 

CHICAGO — Wind,  rain  and  Lent  didn’t 
stop  theatregoers  last  week,  any  more  than 
the  continued  brownout  has  dimmed  spirits. 
Business  was  fine.  Entertainment  had  infi- 
nite variety.  There  was  mystery,  song-and- 
dance,  terror,  war,  fun,  drama  and  religious 
features.  Everything  clicked. 

Despite  the  far-from-rave  notices,  “The 
Thin  Man  Goes  Home,”  helped  in  a big  way 
by  Glen  Gray  band  and  the  Merry  Macs  on 
the  stage,  had  a swell  week  at  the  Chicago. 
The  Oriental  got  a good  break  with  “La  Vie 
Paree”  on  the  stage  and  “Youth  on  Trial” 
on  the  screen. 

The  gruesome  twosome  at  the  Grand  enticed 
those  who  love  a horror-able  time.  Others  of 
the  same  tastes  had  a grand  time  at  the 
Downtown  with  “House  of  Frankenstein,”  plus 
“Sweethearts  of  Rhythm”  on  the  stage  as  a 
dessert.  The  holdovers  did  okay,  too.  “The 
Princess  and  the  Pirate,”  checked  out  of  the 
Woods  after  a record  14-week  run  to  make 
way  for  “Belle  of  the  Yukon,”  while  “Murder, 
My  Sweet,”  premiered  great  at  the  RKO  Pal- 
ace, with  Dick  Powell  on  the  stage  in  person. 


(Average  is  100) 

Apollo — Together  Again  (Col),  5th  wk 100 

Chicago — Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M),  plus 
Glen  Gray  & band  and  Merry  Macs  on  stage....  130 
Downtown — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  plus 

Sweethearts  of  Rhythm  on  stage 110 

Garrick — Something  for  th©  Boys  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  wk 100 

Grand — Dead  Man's  Eyes  (Univ);  The  Jade  Mask 

(Univ),  2nd  wk ; 115 

Oriental — Youth  on  Trial  (Col),  plus  La  Vie  Paree 

on  stage  125 

Palace — The  Suspect  (Univ);  She  Gets  Her  Man 

(Univ),  2nd  wk.  (4  days) 100 

Roosevelt — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  2nd  wk 115 

State-Lake — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

4th  wk 110 

Studio — Ecstasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC), 

7th  wk 110 

United  Artists — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk...ll5 
Woods — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

14th  wk 105 

World  Playhouse — Tw©  Soldiers  (Artkino), 

2nd  wk 105 


Milwaukee  Grosses  Are  Up; 

Patrons  Disregard  Brownout 

MILWAUKEE — “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  in 
the  third  week  at  the  Wisconsin  registered 
average.  The  fact  that  all  of  the  other  houses 
also  indicated  average  business,  conveys  the 
thought  that  patrons  know  where  the  theatres 
are.  “Brownout”  or  not,  they  manage  to  lo- 
cate the  boxoffice. 


Alhambra — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

4th  wk 100 

Palace — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para);  Men  in  Half 

Moon  Street  (Para)  100 

Riverside — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ),  plus 

Carmen  Cavallero  and  band  on  stage ICO 

Strand — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay  (Para); 

National  Barn  Dance  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

Warner — Objective,  Burma!  (WB)  100 

Wisconsin — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M);  Main 
Street  Alter  Dark  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 100 


Brownout  Hurting  Business  in  Small 
Theatres;  Fair  First  Run  Grosses 

INDIANAPOLIS — The  brownout  is  having 
an  adverse  effect  on  boxoffice  receipts,  especi- 
ally in  the  outlying  districts.  Many  patrons 
seem  afraid  of  the  dark  streets  and  remain 
at  home.  The  downtown  first  runs  are  faring 
better,  in  which  business  is  considered  fair  to 
spotty. 


Alamo — Firebrands  of  Arizona  (Rep);  That's  My 

Baby  (Rep)  ! 85 

Circle — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 110 

Indiana — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO);  Brazil 

(Rep)  115 

Loew's — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Lyric — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO) 100 


Players  Added  to  "That  Woman" 

Bill  Pine  and  Bill  Thomas  have  added 
Minerva  Urecal,  Byron  Foulger,  John  Craig 
and  George  McKay  to  the  cast  of  “Follow 
That  Woman,”  a Paramount  picture. 


CHICAGO 


Tn  compliance  with  the  midnight  curfew, 
* Balaban  & Katz  announced  the  following 
last  feature  starting  times  for  its  loop  thea- 
tres: Chicago,  Apollo,  Garrick  and  United 
Artists,  9:45  p.  m.;  Roosevelt  and  State-Lake, 
9 25  p.  m. 

Jules  Serkowich,  Columbia  exploiteer,  came 
home  from  New  York  after  an  absence  since 
the  first  of  the  year  in  St.  Louis,  Minneapolis, 
Cleveland  and  elsewhere  in  the  interest  of 
“Something  to  Remember”  . . . The  Great 
Northern  Theatre,  dark  for  a time,  has  been 
leased  by  the  Schuberts  for  legitimate  attrac- 
tions. 

Mike  Todd  isn’t  dickering  for  the  Majestic, 
according  to  attorneys  for  the  Lehmann 
estate,  the  owners.  It  has  been  dark  for  five 
years.  It  is  rumored  it  may  be  leased  to  an 
eastern  concern,  but  the  house  needs  a lot 
of  repairing  and  with  priorities  there  is  no 
use  figuring  when  it  might  open  . . . Pvt. 
Raymond  Canoff,  one-time  assistant  manager 
of  the  400,  was  a visitor  at  the  Essaness  fol- 
lowing 29  months  overseas. 

Joan  Fontaine  was  guest  at  a press  lunch- 
eon staged  by  Paramount  at  the  Blackstone 
last  week  . . . Ditto  Alan  Ladd  at  the  Drake, 
when  Metro  was  host  . . . Walter  Pidgeon  was 
a stopover  but  didn’t  stay  to  eat,  thus  cheat- 
ing the  scribes  out  of  another  free  meal. 

Mrs.  Harry  Balaban,  wife  of  the  Esquire 
owner,  and  her  sister,  Marion  Rice,  will  be  an 
airwave  duo.  The  former  was  an  actress  for 
some  time  and  latter  is  a WBBM  warbler  . . . 
Clark  Gable  was  in  town  and  caused  a lot  of 
excitement  among  the  bobby-sockers,  plus 
their  mas  and  Aunt  Fannies.  He  out-Frankied 
Sinatra. 

Charlie  Ryan,  Warner  assistant  zone  man- 
ager, drove  out  to  the  Frolic  the  other  night, 
first  time  since  the  brownout,  and  almost 
went  into  a rival  house  by  mistake  . . . A1 
Blasko,  manager  of  Warners’  Symphony  The- 
atre, is  passing  out  bull-and-papers  to  cele- 
brate his  15  years  with  the  circuit  . . . Len 
Brown,  operator  of  the  Main  Street,  Racine, 
was  on  the  Row. 

Leonard  Gneier,  long-time  publicist  with 
the  Orpheum  circuit  and  recently  Man  Friday 
to  Jack  Kirsch,  has  gone  into  the  publicity 
business  on  a big  scale,  with  an  office  at  64 
West  Randolph  St.  He’ll  handle  motion  pic- 
ture accounts. 

Maurice  Rubens,  the  Great  States  exploi- 
teer, would  have  been  picked  among  these 
“ten  best  dressed  men  of  Chicago”  if  the 
judging  had  been  on  sweaters.  He  wears 
bright  lanaturners.  One  of  them  nearly  got 
him  in  a jam.  He  was  on  the  Rock  Island 
train,  coming  to  his  office,  when  a woman 
sitting  next  to  him,  and  knitting,  jabbed  him 
a few  times,  but  he  moved  before  she  formed 
an  attachment  for  him — to  her  prettily  purled 
army  sock. 

Irving-  Mack  came  back  from  a business 
trip  to  New  York  and  started  grinding  out 
“curfew  trailers.”  He,  like  a lot  of  others,  had 
his  staff  cut  five  per  cent  by  the  alphabet 
bureau  that  has  that  sort  of  thing  in  charge 
. . . Elmer,  “Please  call  me  E.G.”  Fitzgibbon, 
Paramount  tub-thumper,  came  in  from  Wis- 
consin and  was  off  again  to  Minneapolis  in 
the  interest  of  “Bell  Tolls.” 

Edward  “Corkey”  Smith,  veteran  projec- 
tionist recently  of  the  Downtown,  died  un- 
expectedly February  21  . . . Fred  M.  George, 
another  old-time  operator  and  charter  mem- 
ber of  Local  110,  died  February  18  at  71.  He 
had  retired  some  time  ago  . . . E.  M.  Glucks- 
man,  head  of  the  All-American  News,  is  New 
Yorking  . . . Benny  Fields,  who  is  packing 


them  in  at  the  Rio  Cabana,  has  another  pic- 
ture to  make  and  goes  coastward  soon. 

Terry  Turner,  RKO  publicist,  was  in  for 
the  Dick  Powell  appearance  and  premiere  at 
the  Palace  . . . Jack  Quirt,  another  RKO 
praise  agent  from  Milwaukee,  was  in  to  attend 
the  cocktail  party  for  Dick  and  brought  along 
Buck  Herzog  of  the  Milwaukee  Journal  and 
Larry  Lawrence  of  the  Sentinel,  both  col- 
umnists. 

Art  Kassel  jr.,  son  of  the  well-known  band 
leader  and  member  of  the  Actors  Company 
of  Chicago,  is  readying  for  an  April  screen 
test  by  Warners  . . . Stu  Erwin  and  the  mis- 
sus, the  former  June  Collyer,  were  in  briefly 
at  the  Ambassador.  Stu  was  a guest  star  on 
Hildegarde’s  radio  show  . . . Vincente  Min- 
nelli, director  of  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,” 
which  opened  at  the  Chicago  last  week,  is  a 
native  Chicagoan.  He  got  his  start  at  the 
B&K  with  A.  J.  Balaban  and  Frank  Cambria 
and  became  an  associate  producer  of  Chi- 
cago Theatre  stage  shows. 

The  Midtown,  formerly  the  Lyric,  has  been 
modernized  and  reopened  to  southsiders.  It 
is  operated  by  Anthony  Serritella  . . . Joseph 
L.  Burdy,  photographer’s  mate,  and  George 
Sranek,  specialist’s  photographer,  both  for- 
mer Warnerites  here,  helped  photograph 
“Fighting  Lady”  for  20th-Fox. 

Mae  West  comes  back  to  Chicago  after  a 
long  absence  to  appear  in  Mike  Todd’s  “Cath- 
erine Was  Great.”  She  used  to  be  a Randolph 
St.  bistro  favorite  in  the  speakeasy  days  . . . 
Jack  Mylott,  assistant  manager  at  the  Woods, 
has  become  the  father  of  Ellen  Elizabeth,  born 
on  Washington’s  birthday. 

Arthur  Mayer  renewed  a lot  of  acquaint- 
ances when  he  came  here  for  the  Red  Cross 
meeting.  He  started  in  the  show  business 
here  with  Asher  Bros.  25  years  ago  and  later 
was  with  the  Great  States  when  it  was  an 
arm  of  Publix.  He  left  to  operate  the  Rialto 
on  Broadway  in  New  York. 

The  March  of  Dimes  collections  in  the  Chi- 
cago area,  according  to  Jack  Kirsch,  chair- 
man, totaled  $170,000  which  bettered  last 
year’s  total  by  $18,000.  The  B&K  collections 
amounted  to  $54,258. 


"Combat  America"  to  Legion  Post 

CHICAGO  — “Combat  America,”  the  war 
film  which  recently  had  its  nationwide  pre- 
miere, was  shown  before  the  Advertising 
Men’s  post  No.  38  of  the  American  Legion 
at  its  weekly  luncheon  meeting  at  the  Sher- 
man Hotel. 
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J^ieut.  Warren  Mapes  of  the  air  corps  has 
left  his  base  and  that  means  he’s  defi- 
nitely homeward  bound  . . . Mark  Brazee, 
there.  Dotty  Saulters  drew  the  patrons  with 
ly  . . . Ralph  Hein,  former  20th-Fox  ad 
sales  manager,  recently  wounded  in  action 
in  Belgium,  was  in  town  for  a brief  stay.  He 
visited  all  exchanges  and  left  for  a hospital 
at  Tacoma  . . . Bob  Spencer,  former  Metro 
assistant  shipper,  spent  an  emergency  fur- 
lough here  because  his  wife  was  ill  . . . Roy 
Staub,  Riverside  Theatre  artist,  has  lined  up 
with  a signal  battery  but  will  continue  at 
the  Riverside. 

Those  RKO  gin  rummy  specialists  took 
Bill  Foley  for  another  ride.  Morey  Ander- 
son is  the  official  champ  now  . . . Plenty  of 
jive  kept  things  jumping  at  the  Orpheum  in 
Madison  when  Cab  Calloway  did  his  trick 
there.  Dotty  Saulters  sent  the  patrons  with 
her  “Tabby  the  Cat”  . . . Harry  Shumow, 
Metro  resident  manager,  says  the  new  black- 
board on  sales  in  his  office  gets  results  . . . 
Sil  Schernick  of  the  Leed  Theatre,  Apple- 
ton,  was  here  booking. 

Harvey  Black,  son  of  John  Black,  projec- 
tionist, was  in  town.  A member  of  the  mer- 
chant marines,  he  was  wounded  when  hit  by 
flying  shrapnel. 

Frank  Eckhart  of  the  Jefferson  Theatre, 
Jefferson,  was  booking  on  the  Row  . . . Her- 
man Wobber,  20th-Fox  Pacific,  coast  di- 
visional manager,  and  Jack  Lorentz,  Great 
Lakes  district  manager,  were  in  for  a confab 
on  the  30th  anniversary  drive  . . . Woody 
Herman,  local  boy  who  made  good  in  the 
band  business,  plays  a one-nighter  at  George 
Devine’s  Eagles  ballroom  March  14  . . . Some- 
time in  June  Woody  will  play  a Riverside 
Theatre  date  here. 

The  Norman  Players  presented  “Janie,” 
with  Erna  Weigle  in  a lead  role.  Charles 
K.  Komassa  directed  the  production  . . . 
Miss  H.  Brunner  of  Fox  Wisconsin  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  was  named  area  chairman  of  the 
1945  Red  Cross  drive  . . . Some  unidentified 
person  is  driving  Manning  Silverman  bats. 
Five  times  in  the  same  week  local  fire  fight- 
ers were  dispatched  to  put  out  a fire  at  the 
Ogden  Theatre,  Silverman’s  house.  The  last 
call  brought  two  engines,  one  truck,  one 
chief’s  car,  one  rescue  squad  car,  and  three 
assistant  chiefs.  No  fire  could  be  located. 

In  for  a confab  on  the  RKO  Ned  Depinet 
drive  with  locals  were  Bob  Folliard,  drive 
captain;  Herb  Greenblatt,  district  manager; 
Harry  Nicholson,  short  subject  sales  mana- 
ger, and  Walter  Branson,  midwest  division 
manager  . . . Honored  at  a Marshfield  gath- 
ering of  Elks  state  leaders  was  John  P. 
Adler,  president  of  ITO  of  Wisconsin  and 
Upper  Michigan. 

Charles  Guelson,  Badger,  Stoughton,  was 
on  the  Row  . . . Bob  Medower,  IATSE  mem- 
ber of  the  merchant  marine,  spent  some  time 
here  . . . Lieut.  Comdr.  David  Dawson  of 
the  British  navy,  who  spent  about  three  years 
around  Trinidad,  has  joined  the  staff  at 
Riverside  Theatre. 

Father  Daniel  A.  Lord,  S.J.,  author,  lec- 
turer and  head  of  the  Queens  Work  Press, 
St.  Louis,  speaking  at  Marquette  high  school, 
said:  “One  reason  that  sports  of  all  kinds 
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have  such  drawing  power  in  America  is  that 
they  provide  an  unequaled  kind  of  enter- 
tainment. The  man  looking  for  laughter  and 
an  escape  into  the  world  of  his  imagination, 
supplements  his  entertainment  in  the  the- 
atre.” 

Just  back  from  California,  Ed  Lurie,  for- 
mer Monogram  salesman,  renewed  friend- 
ships. 

Donald  Weisfeldt,  son  of  Eddie  Weisfeldt, 
Riverside  Theatre  manager,  stationed  at 
Truax  Field,  Madison,  commutes  weekly  to 
visit  his  folks  . . . Carmen  Cavallero  pulled 
them  with  his  piano  stylings  at  the  River- 
side . . . “Combat  America”  was  shown  gratis 
to  Neenah  workers  on  pay  roll  deduction  plan 
for  war  bonds  and  stamps. 

In  Sheboygan,  the  Community  Players  pre- 
sented the  legit  "Tomorrow  the  World”  . . . 
Arnold  W.  Rhiel,  Mrs.  Anselm  Wysooki,  Myr- 
tle Johnson,  Robert  Abendroth  and  H.  Her- 
bert Houston  were  in  the  case  . . . When 
Francis  Lederer  who  was  in  the  cast  of 
"A  Doll's  House,”  participated  in  a local 
party  he  brought  his  own  sandwich  . . . 
Eddie  Weisfeldt’s  wife  was  confined  to  the 
hospital. 

Riverside  regulars  got  an  extra  kick  out 
of  the  success  Virginia  Mayo  registered  in 
"The  Princess  and  the  Pirate.”  She  appeared 
at  the  Riverside  often  as  ringmistress  in 
the  flesh  act,  “Pansy,  the  Horse”  . . . WTMJ 
alumnus  Kay  Kenna  does  her  stint  on  NBC 
in  “Design  for  Living”  . . . Several  negro 
films,  “Introduction  to  Haiti,”  “Story  of  Dr. 
Carver”  and  “One  Tenth  of  Our  Nation,” 
were  presented  during  negro  history  week  at 
the  Madison  free  library  . . . The  Warner 
Theatre  will  contribute  all  proceeds  from 
the  premiere  showing  of  the  new  Walt  Dis- 
ney Technicolor  musical,  “The  Three  Cabal- 
leros,” March  1,  to  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel’s 
fun  fund  for  hospitalized  veterans. 

Pvt.  Arthur  H.  Finney,  formerly  with  Shep 
Field's  band  and  a radio  singer,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  chorus  in  the  film,  “Winged  Vic- 
tory” ...  All  Metro  gals  donated  food  to 
the  USO  recently.  Each  package  contained 
four  packages  of  cigarets  . . . Bob  Allen,  UA 
manager,  was  out  in  the  territory. 

At  the  Davidson,  the  opus  “Harriet”  opens 
February  26  . . . Matty  Cryan,  pianist  and 
organist  around  the  town  for  many  years, 
now  functions  as  musical  director  of  George 
White’s  “Scandals,”  which  opened  recently 
in  the  Windy  City  . . . Mrs.  Wilma  La  Barbera, 
UA,  received  flowers  from  her  husband  Sam 
who  is  in  the  armed  forces  in  France.  Could 
it  be  another  birthday  at  UA? 


Young  Hoodlums  Cause 
Heavy  Screen  Damage 

GRANITE  CITY,  ILL. — Four  boys  ranging 
in  age  from  11  to  15  were  identified  as 
menbers  of  a vandal  gang  which  has  been 
plaguing  the  Washington  Theatre  manage- 
ment after  they  had  hurled  large  stones 
through  the  theatre  screen. 

Damage  to  the  screen  was  estimated  at 
$250  by  Harry  Swan,  manager  of  the  thea- 
tre. He  said  other  acts  of  vandalism  have 
occurred  at  the  show  recently.  Seats  have 
been  slashed,  razor  blades  thrown  at  the 
screen  and  a woman  was  struck  on  the  head 
by  missiles  hurled  from  the  balcony. 


Get  Roles  in  "Three  Strangers" 

Connie  Leon,  Leyland  Hodgson,  Colin  Ken- 
ny, Creighton  Hale  and  Benny  Burt  have 
been  set  for  roles  in  Warners’  “Three 
Strangers.” 


Reagan  Feted  as  Son 
Of  Fighting  Irish 

CHICAGO — Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  distribution  for  Paramount 
Pictures,  was  given  a rousing  welcome  and 
homecoming  here  February  13  at  a luncheon 
held  in  his  honor  at  the  Palmer  House,  which 
was  attended  by  150  persons  including  Para- 
mount executives,  Chicago  area  exhibitors, 
friends  and  newspaper  men. 

Reagan  was  highly  praised  in  a brief  talk 
by  the  Rev.  John  Cavanaugh,  vice-president 
of  Notre  Dame  University,  who  said  that 
while  Notre  Dame,  of  which  Reagan  is  an 
alumnus,  is  highly  proud  of  its  football  teams, 
it  is  prouder  still  of  the  Notre  Dame  men 
who  have  gained  recognition  in  the  world, 
naming  Reagan  as  among  the  men  of  whom 
Notre  Dame  is  especially  proud  to  call  her 
own.  Father  Cavanaugh  said: 

Lists  Successful  Alumni 

“Notre  Dame  is  noted  for  such  outstanding- 
people  as  the  president  of  the  Southern  Pa- 
cific railroad,  the  inventor  of  synthetic  rub- 
ber, and  a highly  respected  member  of  the 
president’s  cabinet.  The  honor  of  attending 
this  testimonial  luncheon  to  Charles  Reagan 
is  especially  gratifying  to  me  as  it  is  with 
great  satisfaction  to  number  Reagan  among 
our  alumni.  I only  wish  that  his  mother 
could  be  present  here  today  in  order  to  be 
with  him  sharing  honors  given  him  by  his 
many  friends  and  associates.  She  had  a vital 
moral  and  spiritual  influence  on  his  life  and 
we  at  Notre  Dame  are  as  proud  of  Charlie 
as  his  mother.” 

He  closed  his  remarks  with  “and  God  bless 
you,  Charlie.” 

Paramount  executives  in  addition  to 
Reagan,  who  came  to  Chicago  to  continue  a 
series  of  district  sales  meetings,  included  Rob- 
ert Gillham,  Claude  Lee  and  James  Donohue. 
Also  attending  the  meeting  were  Allen  Usher, 
district  manager;  Harold  Stevens,  Chicago 
manager;  Ben  Blotcky,  Minneapolis  manager; 
Harold  Wirtwein,  Milwaukee  manager,  and  all 
salesmen  and  bookers  of  the  Chicago  area. 

Coming  Product  Discussed 

A complete  outline  of  the  Paramount  prod- 
uct seen  by  the  executives  in  a recent  studio 
visit  and  to  be  released  during  the  coming- 
year,  was  discussed  in  detail  at  a meeting  the 
previous  day. 

Gillham  gave  an  outline  of  the  advertising 
and  publicity  plans  for  the  coming  produc- 
tions, going  into  detail  to  explain  the  opera- 
tions of  his  department  from  the  shooting 
of  the  picture  until  its  exhibition.  Lee  stressed 
the  importance  of  public  relations  in  the 
motion  picture  business. 

Austin  Keough,  vice-president  and  counsel,  * 
who  was  en  route  from  New  York  to  the 
studios,  visited  the  Monday  session,  giving 
a brief  talk. 

At  Tuesday’s  informal  luncheon  Usher  in- 
troduced the  visiting  executives.  Among  those 
attending  were  John  Balaban,  Walter  Im- 
merman,  William  K.  Hollander,  all  of  Bala- 
ban & Katz;  M.  M.  Rubens  and  Henry  Stick- 
elmaier,  Great-States  Theatres;  Jack  Kirsch, 
piesident  of  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois;  Alex 
Manta  and  Jack  Rose,  Indiana-Illinois  cir- 
cuit; Ben  Markus,  Milwaukee  exhibitor;  Eddie 
Ruben,  Minneapolis  theatre  executive;  L.  F. 
Grand,  Milwaukee  Warner  Standard  Thea- 
tres; Edward  Zorn,  Allied  Theatre  head  in 
southern  Illinois;  William  Washburn,  Wis- 
consin exhibitor;  I.  Levine,  La  Porte  thea- 
tre owner;  Harry  Grampe,  Hin-Line  circuit; 
Ruben  Schoenstadt,  Schoenstadt  & Sons  cir- 
cuit, Chicago,  and  many  others. 


Lighten  to  Produce  “King  of  Siam" 

Louis  D.  Lighton  has  been  signed  to  a 
new  three-year  contract  and  is  now  prepar- 
ing “Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam.” 
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CENTRAL  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


War  Wounded  Night 
For  "Caballeros" 

CHICAGO — Sol  A.  Schwartz,  general  man- 
ager of  RKO  Theatres,  and  William  M.  How- 
ard, assistant,  are  helping  Frank  Smith,  local 
RKO  biggie,  get  set  for  Purple  Heart  night 
March  7 at  the  Palace  when,  with  the  help  of 
the  Herald-American,  a premiere  of  “The 
Three  Caballeros”  will  be  staged  at  $6  a seat, 
funds  going  to  wounded  vets.  Cafe  talent  will 
stage  a show  prior  to  the  screening.  Stunt 
is  getting  gobs  of  publicity  in  the  paper.  Bob 
Hickey,  RKO  publicist,  and  Milton  Woodward, 
Palace,  are  doing  the  tub-thumping. 


To  Direct  "Strange  Confession" 

John  Hoffman  has  been  inked  to  direct 
Universal’s  “Strange  Confession,”  Inner 
Sanctum  Mystery  story. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Dobert  Langer,  formerly  of  Universal  here, 
1 and  more  recently  connected  with  the 
Cincinnati  exchange  as  booker,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  sales  department  in  the  At- 
lanta exchange  . . . Don  Hammer,  Universal 
salesman,  is  working  in  the  Kentucky  ter- 
ritory . . . Carl  Niesse,  who  operates  the 
Vogue  Theatre  here,  has  donned  the  har- 
ness after  a tussle  with  a severe  cold  bor- 
dering on  influenza. 

S.  J.  Gregory  of  the  Gregory  circuit  has 
returned  to  his  desk  after  a business  trip 
to  the  Pacific  northwest  . . . Herman  Wobber, 
20th-Fox  division  manager  of  the  Pacific 
coast  area,  and  Ward  E.  Scott,  district  man- 
ager of  the  central  area,  were  in  two  days 
making  plans  for  the  coming  anniversary 
drive. 

Pete  Panagas  of  the  Gregory  circuit  book- 
ing department,  returned  to  his  post  Feb- 
ruary 19  . . . Peter  Rosian,  Universal  dis- 
trict manager,  and  L.  J.  McGinley,  exchange 
manager,  spent  a week  in  Chicago  on  busi- 
ness. 

Henry  Zulaf  of  the  Universal  shipping  de- 
partment was  painfully  injured  when  struck 
by  an  automobile  on  his  way  from  work. 
He  has  been  discharged  from  the  hospital 
and  is  now  resting  at  home  . . . Sam  Abrams, 
PRC  salesman,  has  just  returned  from  a 
southern  trip. 

Sidney  Alexander,  Columbia  home  office 
representative,  was  in  the  city  directing  pub- 
licity on  current  and  coming  attractions  . . . 
Sam  Shapin,  Warners  home  office  repre- 
sentative, was  at  the  local  exchange  check- 
ing the  books. 

John  Doerr  of  the  Alliance  Theatre  Corp. 
has  returned  to  his  office  from  a business 
trip  over  the  circuit  in  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington . . . Dorothy  Robison,  Warner  head 
booker,  vacationed  with  friends  in  Bloom- 
ington, Ind.  . . . Carl  Kemp,  Paramount  of- 
fice manager,  was  ill  . . . “To  Have  and  Have 
Not”  broke  house  records  at  the  Mary  An- 
derson in  Louisville. 

A1  Taylor,  Paramount  manager,  his  sales- 
men, and  Carl  Kemp,  office  manager,  at- 
tended a sales  meeting  in  Cleveland  at  which 
Charles  Reagan  presided. 

Visitors  on  Filmrow:  A1  Borkenstein,  Fort 
Wayne;  Robert  Hudson,  Richmond;  D.  D. 
Lee,  who  operates  the  theatres  in  Montezuma 
and  Cayuga;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Griffis,  who 
operate  the  new  Boswell  in  Boswell;  Dick 
Vlastos,  operator  of  the  Fowler,  Fowler,  and 
the  Tivoli  at  Knox,  and  P.  McGovern,  who 
operates  the  Ritz  and  the  Odeon  theatres. 


Geo.  H.  Karsch,  Farm- 
ington, now  owns  eight 
theatres  in  Missouri. 
They  are  the  Roseland, 
Flat  River;  Odeon, 
Bonne  Terre,  Regal, 
Elvins;  Ritz,  Farming- 
ton;  State,  Ironton; 
Grand,  Desloge;  Roxy, 
Leadwood;  Ozark,  Bis- 
marck. Their  combined 
seating  capacity  is 
nearly  4,000.  Karsch 
started  at  Farmington 
in  1910.  He  is  president  of  the  ITO  of  south- 
east Missouri,  a 32nd  degree  Mason  and 

very  active  in  his  lodge.  He  has  also 
been  active  in  civic  affairs,  banks  and  other 
enterprises  and  is  interested  in  all  outdoor 
sports.  “Just  a cowboy  at  heart,”  he  says. 

One  of  the  most  color- 
ful characters  in  the 

industry,  and  a real 

pioneer,  is  Fred  Wehr- 
enberg  of  St.  Louis. 

Wehrenberg  now  owns 
10  theatres,  the  Cinder- 
ella, Melba,  Michigan, 

Virginia,  Dakota,  Sa- 
voy, Studio,  Normandy, 

Lemay  and  Southway. 

After  business  experi- 
ence as  a blacksmith, 
grocer  and  tavern- 
keeper,  Wehrenberg  opened  a small  store- 
room theatre  in  1900.  It  was  known  as  the 
Cherokee  and  seated  89.  Later  he  built  the 
first  theatre  in  St.  Louis  for  motion  pictures 
only,  the  Best,  seating  224.  He  is  chairman 
of  the  national  MPTO. 


As  general  manager  of 
the  College  Amuse- 
ment Co.  at  Columbia, 
Mo.,  H.  G.  Woods  has 
charge  of  the  Hall, 
Varsity  and  Missouri 
theatres.  He  started 
out  as  a motion  pic- 
ture exhibitor  back  in 
1908  and  started  show- 
ing Metro  pictures  in 
1917.  He  is  a member 
of  Moolah  Temple 
A.A.O.N.M.S.,  the  Op- 
timists Club,  and  his  hobby  is  music.  He  is 
always  glad  to  share  his  reminiscences  about 
the  changes  the  industry  has  undergone.  He 
says  that  he  is  called  “H.  G.”  by  his  friends 
and  “by  enemies  a lot  of  things.”  Patriotic 
activities  take  up  much  of  his  time. 

Theatre-o  w n i n g has 
been  a family  trait  in 
W.  S.  Smith’s  clan 
since  1868,  when  his 
grandfather  built 
Grobes’  Hall.  When  it 
burned  down  in  1886, 
his  father  and  uncle 
erected  Smiths’  Opera 
House;  the  second 
show  was  Ringiing 
Bros.  Vaudeville,  fea- 
turing all  the  brothers. 

Smith  and  a brother, 
since  deceased,  ran  the  Opera  House,  follow- 
ing their  father’s  death  in  1890,  for  19  years. 
An  exhibitor  since  1909,  he  now  operates  the 
Orpheum  and  Grand  in  Menomonie,  Wis.  Di- 
rector of  ITO  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Mich- 
igan, Smith  belongs  to  several  lodges. 


The  motion  picture 
business  is  an  old  story 
to  Jack  Rose,  Chicago, 
head  of  Indiana-Illi- 
nois  Theatres,  Inc. 
Getting  his  start  in 
the  industry  in  1922  as 
a stenographer  with 
S e 1 z n i c k and  Film 
Classics,  shortly  be- 
coming assistant 
branch  manager.  He 
joined  forces  with  the 
Coston  Booking  circuit 
in  1924  and  the  Warner  Bros.  Theatres  in 
1931.  Two  years  later  he  became  associated 
with  the  Indiana-Illinois  theatres,  which  he 
now  owns.  A member  of  the  board  of  the 
Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois,  he  also  is  affili- 
ated with  various  civic  organizations. 

Serving  as  an  appren- 
tice to  his  father  was 
the  first  venture  into 
the  picture  business  of 
Arthur  Sehoenstadt  of 
Chicago.  This  was  in 

1908  when  Herman 
Sehoenstadt  was  op- 
erating a theatre 
there.  Today,  head  of 
H.  Sehoenstadt  & Sons, 
he  hopes  the  family 
tradition  will  be  car- 
ried on  by  his  son, 

Arthur  jr„  now  attending  the  Harvard  School 
for  Boys.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Chi- 
cago Aero  Commission,  B’nai  B’rith  and  Ma- 
sonic lodges,  the  Standard,  Variety  and 
Northmoor  Cuntry  clubs.  He  belongs  to  no 
exhibitor  organization. 

About  37  years  ago, 
Harry  Goldson,  Chi- 
cago, was  persuaded  to 
enter  the  industry  by 
h i s brother  - in  - law, 
who  pointed  out  the 
great  possibilities  of 
the  picture  business. 
They  became  partners 
and  began  operation 
of  several  theatres 
there.  Their  partner- 
ship was  dissolved  in 
1919  and  Goldson 
struck  out  on  his  own.  Today  he  owns  the 
Plaza  Theatre.  His  two  sons,  Henry  and 
Al,  are  associated  with  him  in  the  business. 
A member  of  the  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois, 
traveling  was  “Pop’s”  favorite  diversion  be- 
fore the  war. 

Richard  Salkin,  Chi- 
cago, owner  of  the 
Jackson,  proved  the 
axiom,  “like  father, 
like  son,”  by  following 
his  father’s  theatrical 
footsteps.  It  was  in 

1909  that  his  father 
purchased  his  first 
theatre,  the  Paragon, 
and  Salkin  the  younger 
has  been  in  the  busi- 
ness since  as  salesman, 
manager  and  theatre 
owner.  Secretary  and  treasurer  of  Allied  The- 
atres of  Illinois,  Salkin  spends  a great  deal 
of  his  time  selling  war  bonds.  He  spends 
much  time  with  his  children  and  in  the  sum- 
mer likes  to  fish  and  swim.  Robert  is  in  high 
school  and  Richard  is  preschool  age. 
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IN  HONOR  OF  REAGAN — Some  scenes  snapped  at  the  Chicago  testimonial 
luncheon  in  honor  of  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution.  At  top,  clockwise:  M.  M.  Rubens,  Frank  Omick,  Arch  Spencer, 
Jonas  Perlberg,  F.  Standel,  John  Dromey,  Charles  Davidson,  Henry  Stickelmaier. 

Center:  Claude  Lee,  Jack  Kirsch,  Reagan  and  (standing),  Walter  Immerman. 

Bottom  left:  the  Rev.  John  Cavanaugh,  vice-president  of  Notre  Dame,  who 
paid  a tribute  to  Reagan,  right,  an  alumnus  of  that  university.  At  right:  Reagan, 
left,  listens  to  a point  made  by  John  Balaban  as  J.  J.  Donohue  looks  on. 


Dick  Hosts  an  Early  Benefactor 


By  JONAS  PERLBERG 

CHICAGO — Dick  Powell  was  there  to  whoop 
it  up  for  “Murder,  My  Sweet,”  which  opened 
at  the  RKO  Palace.  He  made  a personal  ap- 
pearance there,  and  was  host  to  your  reporter 
at  luncheon  in  the  Blackstone,  because  he 
remembers  when  he  (Powell)  was  a crooner- 
banjoist  with  the  Charlie  Davis  band  play- 
ing in  Indianapolis  and  your  reporter  gave 
him  a break,  offering  him  a job  in  the  In- 
diana Roof  ballroom,  owned  by  Herman 
Lieber.  Dick  was  to  conduct  the  band. 

Herman  told  your  reporter,  “Forget  about 
Dick.  He’s  doing  okay  and  drawing  down 
$47.50  a week.”  But  Bill  Goldman  of  the 
Skouras  circuit  in  St.  Louis  needed  an  emcee, 
heard  about  Powell  and  hurried  to  Indian- 


apolis and  hired  him  for  the  Stanley  in 
Pittsburgh — temporarily.  Powell  stayed  there 
two  years,  then  came  back  to  the  Circle  The- 
atre in  Indianapolis  with  his  own  band  at  a 
salary  of  $1,000  a week.  That  was  the  first 
leg  of  his  start  in  Hollywood.  His  first 
picture  was  “Blessed  Event”  with  Mary  Brian. 

That’s  how  come  the  free  lunch,  also  two 
packages  of  cigarettes,  most  of  which  were 
mooched  by  Bob  Hickey  and  Bill  Prager,  RKO 
publicists  who  obviously  never  heard  of  the 
smoke  nuisance. 


To  Roster  of  "Too  Young  to  Know" 

Robert  Lowell  has  joined  the  roster  of 
Warners’  “Too  Young  to  Know.” 


Universal  Takes  Lead 
In  the  Chicago  Play 

CHICAGO — Universal  took  the  lead  in  the 
Chicago  Motion  Picture  Bowling  League  last 
week  by  taking  a pair  from  Republic.  Metro 
dropped  to  third  place  when  Monogram  took 
a duo,  sliding  into  second  place.  The  former 
is  now  tied  with  Chauffeurs  for  third,  when 
the  film  carriers  were  just  able  to  win  one 
from  the  last  place  Warner  team. 

Metro  leads  in  the  three-game  total  with 
2,723;  Republic  next,  with  2,659.  Individual 
leaders  for  three-game  total  are  E.  Fried- 
man with  640;  next,  V.  Swanson,  623.  Re- 
public has  high  team  average  for  a single 
game — 958,  Monogram  next  with  953.  E.  Klass 
toppled  the  pins  for  a high  single  game  with 
249;  H.  Jensen  running  second  with  243. 


TEAM  STANDINGS 


Universal  

Won 

37 

Lost 

29 

30 

31 

Monogram 

Metro 

33 

35 

Film  Chauffeurs 

35 

31 

Republic  

31 

35 

Warners  

24 

42 

INDIVIDUAL  STANDINGS 

Avg. 


F.  Hanzelin  (Univ) 

Jack  Kirsch  (Rep) 

in 

175 

175 

E.  Klass  (FC) 

173 

173 

C.  Keim  (M-G-M) 

173 

172 

E.  Friedman  (Univ) 

171 

170 

M.  Gerrv  (Mono) 

170 

Team  No.  8 Is  Leader  In  IATSE 
Bowling  League  In  Milwaukee 

MILWAUKEE— In  the  IATSE  Bowling 
League  team  No.  2 holds  first  high  for  three 
games,  with  2,634;  No.  5,  2,613;  No.  7,  2,556. 
First  high  for  a single  game  went  to  No.  5 
with  974;  No.  7,  943;  No.  7 and  5,  927. 

First  high  three-game  honors  went  to  El- 
mer Klase,  with  662;  Harry  Eifert,  656,  and 
George  Brader,  646. 

First  high,  single  game,  went  to  George 
Brader  with  267;  Charles  Burns  was  second 


with  257; 

Myrl  Melton 

was  third  with 

256. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 

Won 

Lost 

Team 

No. 

8 

44 

25 

Team 

No. 

5 

40 

29 

Team 

No. 

3 

37 

32 

Team 

No. 

7 

37 

32 

Team 

No. 

4 

33 

36 

Team 

No. 

2 

31 

38 

Team 

No. 

G 

27 

42 

Team 

No. 

1 

27 

42 

Of  the  boys  in  the  top  strata,  George  Mace 
has  183-3  for  56  games;  Klase  has  182-12  for 
54  games;  Spots  Mathenitis,  175-27  for  30 
games;  Ray  Kieren,  174-18  for  57  games; 
Roger  Mace,  168-58  for  69  games;  Arthur 
Weaver,  162-49  for  66  games;  George  Brader, 
168-43  for  66  games;  Robert  Lucht,  168-39 
for  45  games;  William  Regan,  165-34  for  60 
games;  Otto  Trampe,  164-45  for  48  games; 
Alfred  Neuendorf,  163-48  for  66  games. 

1,000  Frames  a Second 
Is  Taken  of  a Violinist 

CHICAGO — For  the  first  time  the  violin 
technique  of  a nationally  known  artist,  that 
of  Nathan  Milstein,  was  recorded  on  high- 
speed film  at  the  rate  of  1,000  frames  a sec- 
ond. This  was  done  last  week  at  Orchestra 
Hall. 

Previous  speed  of  such  recording  was  128 
frames  a second.  The  filming  was  done 
by  scientists  from  Armour  Research  Foun- 
dation of  the  Illinois  Institute  of  Technology 
in  the  interest  of  teaching  technical  per- 
fection to  would-be  violinists.  Other  mem- 
bers of  the  Chicago  Symphony  orchestra  will 
be  similarly  filmed.  Experts  believe  this  sys- 
tem may  revolutionize  music-teaching  meth- 
ods. 
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•The  industry  held  its  luncheon  meeting  at 
A which  plans  were  made  for  the  Red  Cross 
drive  . . . A1  Taylor,  Paramount  exchange 
manager,  announced  his  transfer  to  the  Los 
Angeles  exchange  in  the  same  capacity.  He 
is  succeeded  by  Richard  Frank,  former  man- 
ager for  United  Artists  in  Indianapolis. 

Frances  Abel  of  the  Paramount  office  staff 
is  confined  to  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  where 
she  is  under  observation  . . . Florence  Izsak, 
typist  at  PRC,  is  ill  . . . Charles  Rich,  War- 
ners district  manager,  and  Claude  McKean, 
exchange  manager,  were  business  visitors  in 
Chicago  and  Louisville  during  the  week. 

Thomas  McKean,  who  recently  received  a 
medical  discharge  from  the  United  States  in- 
fantry, and  a former  member  of  the  office 
staff  at  Warners  exchange,  is  now  attending 
Indiana  University  law  school  . . . Burdette 
Peterson,  former  manager  of  the  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co.  here  and  now  in  the 
armed  forces,  is  home  on  leave. 

Harry  Katz  of  New  York  who  holds  inter- 
ests in  the  Indiana,  Circle  and  Lyric  thea- 
tres, was  an  Indianapolis  visitor  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Meadows,  who  operate  the  Strand 
Theatre  in  Dawson  Springs,  Ky„  will  take  a 
short  vacation  and  enjoy  the  sunshine  in 
Hollywood,  Fla. 

“Objective,  Burma!”  at  the  Mary  Ander- 
son Theatre,  Louisville,  broke  all  former 
house  records  for  the  first  day.  It  exceeded 
the  boxoffice  receipts  of  “Hollywood  Canteen,” 
the  picture  that  held  top  record  and  had  a 
four-week  run  . . . Edward  Huber  of  the 
Fourth  Avenue  Amusement  Co.,  Louisville, 
Ky„  has  been  inducted  into  the  armed  forces. 

The  State  Theatre,  Greenfield,  Ind„  was 
gutted  by  fire  February  18.  No  film  was  in 
the  house  at  the  time  of  the  fire  which  is 
said  to  be  fully  covered  by  insurance.  The 
Sconce  Theatres  circuit  operate  the  house 
. . . Jesse  Fine  of  the  Fine  circuit,  Evans- 
ville, Ind.,  was  a Chicago  business  visitor 
last  week  . . . T.  N.  Luckett,  operator  of  the 
Dream  Theatre,  French  Lick,  Ind.,  is  on  the 
sick  list. 

Annette  Kuebler,  who  operates  the  Astor 
and  Tivoli  theatres  at  Jasper,  Ind.,  is  con- 
fined at  home  by  a throat  infection  . . . Iva 
Moore  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  Mitchell, 
Ind.,  is  suffering  from  a broken  wrist  caused 
by  a fall  on  icy  pavements  while  visiting  her 
mother  in  Detroit  . . . S.  S.  McFadden,  Co- 
lumbia’s home  office  representative,  checked 
the  local  exchange. 

Betty  Fraser,  who  has  been  secretary  to 
Manager  Janecky  of  the  National  Theatre, 
Louisville,  has  resigned.  Her  successor  has 
not  been  appointed  . . . Henry  Reiss,  the  Blue 
Grass  State  exhibitor,  operating  neighborhood 
houses  in  Louisville,  is  basking  in  the  New 
Mexico  sunshine. 

Visitors  on  Filmrow  were  Walter  Easley, 
Greensburg;  A.  H.  Kaufman,  Terre  Haute; 
William  Studebaker,  Logansport;  H.  F.  Von- 
derschmitt,  Bedford,  and  Allen  Bradley, 
Louisville. 

Pvt.  Paul  K.  Lawall,  formerly  employed 
at  the  RCA-Victor  local  plant,  was  wounded 
January  11  in  France  while  serving  with 
the  Rainbow  division. 

Showmen  Are  Guests 
Of  Legion  Chow  Club 

SPRINGFIELD,  ILL.  — Managers  of  all 
Springfield  theatres  recently  were  guests  of 
honor  at  a dinner  presented  by  the  American 
Legion  Chow  Club.  The  showmen  supplied 
the  entertainment  for  the  evening. 


"Suspect"  Causes  a Youth 
To  Tell  of  Old  Robbery 

CHICAGO — A teen-age  lad,  George  Powell, 
got  the  RKO  Palace  into  the  papers  when 
he  ran  from  the  theatre,  having  seen  “The 
Suspect”  and  “gave  himself  up”  to  a traffic 
cop,  saying  he  had  witnessed  a robbery  in 
his  home  town  of  Clinton,  Iowa,  figured  he 
might  be  accused  of  complicity  in  the  act 
and  had  run  away  from  home.  He  was 
taken  over  by  juvenile  authorities  and  will 
be  sent  back  to  his  parents. 

Two  Vancouver  Papers 
Hike  Theatre  Ad  Rates 

From  Western  Edition 

VANCOUVER — The  two  local  newspapers, 
the  Sun  and  Province,  have  increased  their 
amusement  advertising  rates  from  12  to  18 
cents  an  agate  line.  Theatres  simultaneous- 
ly reduced  the  space  they  use  in  both  pa- 
pers. Advertising  rates  do  not  come  under 
wartime  price  ceilings.  The  increase  brings 
the  price  to  $2.52  a column  inch. 


Stays  3 Shows,  Sleeps 

MILWAUKEE — The  police  search  for  Rob- 
ert John  Toth,  8,  started  at  11  p.  m.  on  a re- 
cent Saturday  when  they  were  notified  that 
he  had  gone  out  to  play  at  6:30  p.  m.  and 
had  not  returned.  That  search  was  over  at 
6 a.  m.  Sunday  when  the  Tower  Theatre  jani- 
tor came  to  work.  The  missing  youth  was  dis- 
covered sleeping  in  a front  seat  of  the  thea- 
tre. Robert  explained  he  liked  the  picture 
so  well  he  saw  three  shows  and  fell  asleep. 


Tom  P.  Ronan  Honored 
For  Civic  Activities 

DANVILLE,  ILL.. — For  his  community  serv- 
ice and  civic  leadership  Thomas  P.  Donan 
was  named  “first  citizen  of  Danville  for 
1944,”  an  honorary  title  presented  yearly 
by  the  American  Business  Club.  Ronan  is 
the  12th  winner  of  the  award.  He  is  man- 
ager of  the  three  Publix-Great  Lakes  thea- 
tres here 

His  selection  was  based  on  nominations 
submitted  by  the  public  to  a club  committee. 
Among  his  many  contributions  to  the  civic 
life  of  the  city  was  leadership  of  the  Ver- 
million County  war  chest  campaign  and 
bond  drives. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  March  of  Dimes 
drives  and  waste  paper  salvage  campaigns 
and  in  addition  gave  freely  of  his  time  to 
the  Red  Mask  Players. 

Among  numerous  benevolent  deeds  was 
donation  of  an  organ  to  St.  Patrick’s  Church 
and  the  equipping  of  a motion  picture  room 
for  the  staff  of  St.  Elizabeth’s  Hospital. 

Ronan  came  to  Danville  26  years  ago  and 
stayed  here  four  years  as  manager  for  the 
Home  Theatre  Co.  He  moved  to  Beloit  and 
later  to  Flint,  Mich.,  but  returned  to  Dan- 
ville in  1929  as  district  manager  for  the 
Publix-Great  Lakes  circuit. 


Optioned  for  Another  Six  Months 

Audrey  Westphal  and  Clarke  Eggleston  have 
been  optioned  by  Paramount  for  another  six 
months. 


PROJECTIONISTS  PREPARE  FOR  TELEVISION— Taking  time  by  the  fore- 
lock, motion  picture  operators  in  the  Chicago  area  are  preparing  themselves  for 
the  new  era  of  video.  In  the  top  photo  William  N.  Littlewood  (in  white  suit 
pointing  to  the  instrument),  is  showing  members  of  Local  110  some  of  the  finer 
points  of  television.  Also  in  the  picture  are  Eugene  Atkinson,  business  manager; 
Clarence  Jalis,  assistant  business  manager;  Pat  Gigante,  Edward  Holliday,  Larry 
Strong,  W.  E.  DeVry  and  Albert  Hopkins. 

At  bottom,  another  shot  of  members  of  Local  110  who  are  taking  a course 
in  video  at  the  DeForest  Training  Co.’s  plant. 
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Dalph  J.  Behymer,  Monogram’s  new  sales- 

1 man  in  the  southern  Illinois  territory,  is 
no  stranger  to  this  section  of  the  world.  He 
sold  pictures  out  of  St.  Louis  several  years 
ago  . . . The  St.  Louis  film  colony,  along 
with  all  other  St.  Louisans,  were  saddened 
to  learn  of  the  tragic  death  of  Maj.  Wil- 
liam S.  Southworth  jr.,  who  was  pilot  of 
the  B29  that  crashed  in  the  waters  of  Flush- 
ing Bay.  He  was  the  son  of  Billy  South- 
worth,  manager  of  the  world  champion  St. 
Louis  Cardinals,  and  for  many  years  a prime 
favorite  with  all  local  sports  followers. 

St.  Louisans  contributed  $9,061,272  to  vari- 
ous charities  in  1944,  compared  to  $7,778,309 
in  1943,  according  to  statistics  compiled  by 
the  John  Price  Jones  Corp.  of  New  York  . . . 
“Treasure  Trove  of  Jade,”  a colored  motion 
picture,  was  presented  by  the  Archaeological 
Institute  of  America  at  the  Jefferson  Mem- 
orial February  21. 

The  Municipal  Opera  will  open  its  27th 
annual  season  in  Forest  Park  June  7 for  12 
Weeks.  Season  reservations  have  already 
passed  the  $90,000  mark.  Leading  screen, 
radio  and  stage  stars  are  being  engaged  for 
the  new  season  by  Production  Manager  John 
Kennedy. 

St.  Louisans  got  a view  of  the  new  Dick 
Powell  February  20  when  he  made  personal 
appearances  at  Fanchon  & Marco’s  5,000- 
seat  Fox  Theatre  in  conjunction  with  a run 
of  his  current  picture,  “Murder,  My  Sweet.” 
He  isn’t  a stranger  to  St.  Louis  as  he  was 
the  emcee  at  the  Ambassador  Theatre  in  1931. 
He  returned  in  the  summer  of  1932  but  in 
the  middle  of  his  first  week  got  a wire  that 
sent  him  to  Hollywood  to  work  in  a picture. 

William  L.  Lindhorst,  55,  magician  and 


piano  salesman,  who  is  well  known  to  many 
St.  Louisans  because  of  his  appearance  in  a 
number  of  local  theatres,  is  a candidate  for 
alderman  of  the  25th  ward.  He  is  a former 
state  representative  . . . Madison,  111.,  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  are  to  have  some  new 
competition  in  the  summer  months.  The 
Swimming  Pool  Ass'n  of  Madison,  headed 
by  Ralph  Johns,  plans  a swimming  pool  to 
accommodate  1,000  persons. 

Virginia  Mayo,  screen  star,  has  been  visit- 
ing relatives  here  following  a personal  ap- 
pearance tour  of  the  east  on  behalf  of  the 
Red  Cross  and  her  picture,  “The  Princess 
and  the  Pirate.” 

The  sale  of  radio  station  WTMV  in  East  St. 
Louis  for  an  undisclosed  sum  has  been  re- 
vealed by  Carlin  French,  owner  and  manager 
of  the  station.  The  purchasers  were  William 
F.  John  and  his  son,  Myles  H.  John.  The 
elder  John  is  vice-president  of  the  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  Pioneer  Press-Dispatch  and  part  owner 
of  WOSH,  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  the  son  is 
interested  in  several  Wisconsin  radio  sta- 
tions. 

Col.  John  J.  Griffin,  vice-president  of  the 
Industrial  Bank  and  brother  of  Mike  Griffin, 
head  of  the  shipping  department  of  Republic, 
has  been  appointed  a member  of  the  national 
advisory  war  fund  committee  of  the  Red 
Cross. 

Audience  reaction  to  the  first  local  show- 
ings of  the  U.S.  army  signal  corps  news- 
reels of  the  Big  Three  conference  at  Yalta 
was  rather  mixed.  At  the  Ambassador  The- 
atre President  Roosevelt  got  a very  big  hand, 
while  Marshal  Stalin  and  Prime  Minister 
Churchill  got  only  some  polite  handclapping. 
At  the  Missouri,  Churchill  was  greeted  by 


Stan  Sweats  on  British  Gold  Coast 


MILWAUKEE— Joe  Malits,  Metro  booker, 
received  a letter  from  Stan  Goodman,  now  in 
the  air  transport  command  at  a Gold  Coast, 
British  West  Africa  station,  reading  part: 

“I  was  sure  glad  to  receive  your  letter.  It 
had  trailed  me  all  over  Africa,  and  came 
today  ...  I landed  in  Egypt  and  spent  some 
time  at  a camp  near  Cairo.  I saw  all  the 
sights;  the  Pyramids,  the  Sphinx,  the  Nile 
and  everything  there  was  to  see.  From  Egypt, 
I was  sent  to  my  permanent  station  at  Accra, 
British  West  Africa.  I’m  with  a quarter- 
master company.  We  provide  food  for  the 
troops  in  this  area.  Nice  setup  for  me,  Joe. 
Camp  is  good — movies,  a beach,  tennis,  golf 
and  recreation  hall.  The  town  of  Accra  is 
not  too  hot,  though  it  is  the  capital  of  the 
Gold  Coast. 

“We  do  no  KP,  or  bed  making,  nor  shoe 
shining,  nor  any  other  kind  of  housekeeping. 
Each  barrack  has  a native  house  boy.  The 
food  is  good.  I’ll  just  sweat  it  out  for  the 
duration.  When  I speak  of  sweating,  I must 
point  out  that  even  though  we  are  in  the 
tropics,  it  is  not  any  warmer  than  southern 
California.” 

Goodman  was  here  with  the  Riviera  and 
Paradise  theatres  of  Fox  Wisconsin  circuit. 


Ben  B.  Poblocki,  the  sign  man,  received  a 
letter  from  his  son  Ray,  who  is  in  the  Phil- 
ippines, reading:  “It’s  the  best  setup  I’ve  had 
since  I left  the  States,  and  far  better  living 
than  I ever  expected.  We  are  living  in  a 
house  that  was  partially  hit  by  shells  and 
bombs.  We  have  repaired  the  house,  and  it 
is  now  fairly  livable  except  for  holes  in  the 
roof  which  we  are  unable  to  repair.  It  has 
seven  rooms,  built  some  12  feet  off  the  ground. 


“We  have  a regular  kitchen,  a shower  up- 
stairs, four  bedrooms,  and  an  operating  room. 
The  landlord’s  nephew  attended  the  engineer- 
ing school  of  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

“The  Filipinos  are  a very  friendly  people, 
and  regard  the  Americans  more  or  less  as 
their  saviors,  which  they  are;  at  least  the 
government  will  now  feed  and  clothe  them 
Nine  out  of  ten  speak  English  quite  well. 

“The  owner  of  our  house  was  quite  the  boy 
in  his  day.  He  seems  to  hold  a law  degree, 
owned  three  houses,  all  wrecked,  was  editor 
of  a newspaper,  and  was  one  of  the  big  men 
of  the  village.  His  wife  claims  to  be  a school 
teacher.  He  has  no  objections  to  our  living 
in  his  home  as  long  as  we  improve  the  place, 
feed  him  occasionally,  and  take  care  of  his 
holy  pictures,  which  he  has  in  every  room 
of  the  house,  as  99  Der  cent  of  the  Filipinos 
are  ardent  Catholics,  and  do  not  hesitate  in 
saying  so. 

“The  nearest  city  has  a university  and  had 
quite  a large  population  in  peacetime,  though 
it  is  almost  deserted  now.  We  have  an  ideal 
location  for  our  type  of  work,  and  are  living 
as  comfortably  as  possible.  The  Filipinos  do 
a wonderful  job  at  washing  clothes.  They 
seem  to  beat  the  dirt  out  of  the  clothes,  and 
bring  our  shirts  and  trousers  back  neatly 
folded,  and  the  socks  wrapped  in  army  style. 

“As  much  as  they  need  the  clothing,  they 
have  taken  nothing  whatsoever  in  the  line  of 
clothing,  and  they  take  nothing  at  all  from 
our  area  without  our  permission.  In  that 
regard  they  actually  outdo  some  upright 
Americans.  They  are  the  closest  things  to 
Americans  I have  met  overseas.  The  young 
boys  seem  to  be  healthy  and  fairly  intelli- 
gent.” 


a profound  silence  when  he  appeared  on  the 
screen  and  Stalin  did  little  better.  The 
President  got  some  response  from  the  audi- 
ence. 

“Million  Dollar  Legs,”  a W.  C.  Fields  motion 
picture  made  in  1932,  was  presented  by  the  St. 
Louis  Film  Arts  Society  at  Washington  Uni- 
versity Friday  evening  . . . The  “Ice-Capades 
of  1945”  will  open  a week’s  run  at  the  Arena 
March  15. 

The  Great  Northern  Amusement  Co.,  1 

North  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  has  filed  incor- 
poration papers  with  the  secretary  of  state’s 
office  at  Springfield,  to  do  business  in  the 
ownership,  leasing,  operation  and  manage- 
ment of  theatres  and  places  of  amusement. 
Incorporators  were  W.  S.  Schwab,  J.  Reiner 
and  I.  Koppel. 

Atlanta  Variety  Club 
Aids  Farm  Triplets 

From  Southern  Edition 

By  P.  H.  SAVIN 

ATLANTA — The  heart  of  Variety  has 
opened  again. 

The  Turner  triplets,  one  a boy,  are  safe 
and  snug  in  three  incubators  at  Georgia 
Baptist  Hospital,  with  the  club  paying  the 
bill.  Student  nurses  attend  them  and  they 
receive  food  every  three  hours.  They  are 
having  temperature  checks  with  the  same 
regularity,  and  are  to  have  about  three 
months’  hospitalization. 

Jerry,  Jeanne  and  Janice  were  born  Janu- 
ary 5 to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Turner  of  North 
Roswell,  who  already  have  seven  offspring. 
Though  the  Fulton  County  health  depart- 
ment rushed  to  their  aid  and  supplied  in- 
cubators, the  babies  needed  hospital  atten- 
tion, but  there  was  no  room  in  Atlanta  for 
them. 

Doctor  Calls  Club 

W.  D.  Barker,  superintendent  of  Georgia 
Baptist,  learned  of  the  babies’  birth  and 
called  Sid  Reams  of  the  Variety  Club  and 
suggested  that  they  be  brought  to  his  hos- 
pital. The  trio  arrived  at  the  hospital  to  find 
no  room  for  them.  They  were  placed  in  a 
hall  in  the  children’s  ward,  but  Barker  prom- 
ised private  space  within  a few  hours.  When 
the  triplets  checked  in,  Variety  Club  patients 
at  Georgia  Baptist  swelled  to  six. 

Soon  a little  chart  with  Jerry’s,  Jeanne’s 
and  Jance’s  names  in  gold  letters  was  tacked 
over  their  incubators  and  each  day  that  the 
youngsters  stay  in  the  hospital  a star  is 
added  to  their  chart. 

Conditions  of  Georgia’s  first  trio  for  1945 
remained  “satisfactory.”  They  weighed  in  at: 
Jerry  4 lbs.,  8 oz.;  Janice  4 lbs,  2 oz.,  and 
Jeanne,  3 lbs.,  12  oz.  In  their  first  afternoon 
at  the  hospital  all  three  slept  peacefully  in 
their  incubators  after  having  lived  the  first 
five  hours  of  their  lives  wrapped  in  heavy 
clothing  and  held  before  an  open  fire. 

The  mother  who,  according  to  statistics, 
is  one  woman  out  of  7,774  to  give  birth  to 
triplets,  stayed  in  her  modest  three-room  ten- 
ant house  on  Garrett’s  farm  just  over  the 
line  in  Cobb  County  where  Papa  Turner  has 
been  a “hired  man”  for  the  last  23  years. 

The  parents  (so  happy  about  the  three 
youngsters  they  gave  the  doctor  an  extra  $5) 
were  not  cognizant  of  Variety  Club’s  help. 
All  they  knew  was  that  some  woman  at 
Georgia  Baptist  Hospital  telephoned  the  doc- 
tor that  an  ambulance  was  coming  for  the 
medical  care  of  the  triplets. 

Dr.  Louie  Newton  told  his  congregation  at 
Druid  Hills  Baptist  Church  about  the  trip- 
lets and  more  than  $125  was  handed  to  him 
after  the  service  to  buy  warm  clothing  and 
items  to  add  to  the  children’s  and  mother’s 
comfort. 
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Exceed  Last  Year  s 1 


Job  Is  Red  Cross  Drive 


OMAHA — Members  of  the  theatre  industry 
in  this  area  were  treated  to  the  cheering  news 
that  288  of  a possible  366  exhibitors  already 
had  signed  Red  Cross  pledges  when  they 
gathered  at  the  big  campaign  rally  at  the 
Fontenelle  Hotel  Monday.  Last  year’s  total 
was  228. 

In  one  of  the  swiftest  moving  and  one  of 
the  most  inspirational  rallies  held  here  to 
date,  approximately  100  distributors  and  a 
sprinkling  of  exhibitors  heard  talks  by  Ed- 
ward Snitzer,  assistant  to  Gradwell  Sears  of 
United  Artists;  Martin  Smith,  president  of 
National  Allied  and  the  ITO  of  Ohio;  Presi- 
dent Thomas  J.  Bowdem  of  Creighton  Uni- 
versity and  Sgt.  Charles  E.  Walker  gave  talks. 

The  meeting  was  arranged  by  Donald  V. 
McLucas,  distributor  chairman,  and  William 
Miskell,  exhibitor  chairman.  Past  WAC 
Chairman  Harold  Johnson  was  toastmaster. 
Others  at  the  speaker’s  table  included:  Ted 
Emerson,  publicity  chairman;  Jake  Rach- 
man,  Omaha  World-Herald;  Tommy  Thomp- 
son, United  Artists  district  manager  from 
Kansas  City,  and  Red  Cross  representatives. 

“Greatest  Industry  in  the  U.S.” 

Snitzer  dedicated  the  rally  to  Miss  Red 
Cross,  directing  most  of  his  comments  at 
Dorothy  Rouse,  a member  of  the  Red  Cross 
auto  corps  who  was  present. 

“The  greatest  industry  in  the  United 
States,”  he  said,  “is  called  upon  to  do  a job 
for  the  greatest  humanitarian  organization 
in  this  world.  Your  task  is  greater  and  there- 
fore our  responsibility  is  greater.” 

Snitzer  stated  that  “your  goal  is  a mini- 
mum” and  that  “we  shall  have  no  quota,”  but 
go  on  to  collect  all  that  is  possible.  He  said 
that  1,300  distributors  would  give  their  untir- 
ing efforts  and  that  16,000  theatres  “will  col- 
lect not  once  or  twice  each  day,  but  after 
every  performance.” 

Even  if  it  is  only  $4  or  $5  sometimes,  he 
said,  when  you  multiply  that  by  16,000  you 
have  something. 

“We  were  a success  last  year  and  we’ll  do 
an  even  greater  job  this  year,”  he  promised. 

Smith  told  the  film  men  that  “exhibitors 
are  just  as  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
campaign  as  distributors,  but  that  we  don’t 
want  to  be  told  what  to  do.”  He  recom- 
mended that  distributors  use  the  technique 
of  showing  each  exhibitor  what  his  efforts 
last  year  would  mean  in  Red  Cross  equip- 
ment as  compared  with  what  a higher  amount 
would  bring  this  year. 

Smith  Recommends  Illustration 

Singling  out  the  lowest  collection  of  any 
theatre  in  the  area,  $4.86,  he  pointed  out  that 
that  would  purchase  reading  material  for 
nearly  500  men.  Then,  he  declared,  if  that 
same  exhibitor  collects  $5  this  year  it  means 
a survivor’s  kit  for  a life  raft.  “Show  them 
what  their  money  will  buy,”  he  stressed. 

Among  other  tips  to  distributors  were  to 
sell  exhibitors  on  the  short  Red  Cross  trailer, 
telling  them  of  the  terrific  punch  it  packs; 
to  use  milk  bottles  in  making  collections,  and 
to  get  them  to  report  the  amounts  collected. 

Sergeant  Walker  related  a few  of  his  over- 
seas experiences  during  which  he  received  a 
DFC,  an  Air  Medal  and  other  honors  and 
told  of  what  the  Red  Cross  had  meant  to  him. 

Past  WAC  chairmen,  Joe  Jacobs,  Frank 
Hannon  and  Harold  Johnson,  were  introduced 
in  laying  the  groundwork  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  new  WAC  chairman,  Don  Mc- 
Lucas. Toastmaster  Johnson  paid  tribute  to 
McLucas’s  long  service  for  the  industry  and 
society  “while  serving  longer  than  any  film 
man  in  Omaha”  and  promised  that  in  every 
effort  he  makes  this  year  old  records  will 
fall  as  the  entire  industry  backs  up  their 
new  chairman. 


KANSAS  CITY— Martin  G.  Smith,  presi- 
dent of  National  Allied  and  of  ITO  of  Ohio 
and  a speaker  at  the  Kansas  City  area  WAC 
rally  for  the  Red  Cross  drive  at  the  Hotel 
Muehlebach  last  Saturday,  addressed  this 
appeal  to  exhibitors: 

“It’s  your  job  as  part  of  the  greatest  indus- 
try on  earth  to  help  the  Red  Cross,  the  great- 
est charity  on  earth.” 

Smith,  an  independent  theatre  operator  at 
Toledo,  Ohio,  wryly  admitted  that  he  has  been 
a critic  from  “way  back”  and  still  is,  but 
insisted  he  still  feels  the  business  of  being  a 
showman  is  the  “world’s  greatest,”  but  the  re- 
sponsibility of  collecting  for  the  Red  Cross 
war  fund  this  month  is  one  undertaking  in 
which  he  is  wholeheartedly  in  agreement  with 
all  divisions  of  the  industry. 

Collect  Even  After  Quota  Reached 

Smith  called  on  all  exhibitors  to  continue 
audience  collections  at  every  performance 
even  though  the  local  quota  may  have  been 
reached,  emphasizing  that  now  and  in  the 
next  few  years  there  will  be  no  limit  on  the 
need  for  Red  Cross  services  in  battle  areas. 

The  Allied  president  offered  a tribute  to 
National  Screen  Service  and  its  executives, 
Herman  Robbins  and  George  Dembow,  for 
the  tireless  efficiency  which  has  marked  all 
NSS  branches  in  servicing  exhibitors  with 
war  bond,  Red  Cross  and  other  drive  ma- 
terials. 

E.  C.  Rhoden,  president  of  the  Fox  Mid- 
west circuit  and  WAC  chairman,  who  pre- 
sided at  the  meeting,  declared  it  is  the  re- 
sponsibility of  every  exhibitor  to  get  every 
dime  possible  during  the  collections. 

Edward  Schnitzer,  assistant  to  Gradwell 
Sears  of  United  Artists,  the  national  WAC 
distributor  chairman;  Sgt.  Charles  Walker,  an 
air  corps  bomber  veteran;  Bill  Kubitizki,  a 
local  veteran  from  the  Italian  air  war;  Bill 
Truog,  Red  Cross  drive  co-chairman;  Senn 
Lawler,  assistant  to  Rhoden,  Mrs.  Fred  Rich- 
ards, chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  Gray  Ladies, 


KANSAS  CITY — The  aid  being  given  by 
the  motion  picture  industry  to  the  war  effort 
is  “so  big,  so  overwhelming  that  I am  afraid 
that  it  never  can  be  properly  told  after  the 
war.” 

Basil  O’Connor,  national  chairman  of  the 
Red  Cross,  voiced  this  acknowledgment  of  the 
work  being  done  by  film  people  in  an  im- 
promptu talk  at  an  area  rally  of  exhibitors 
and  distributors  held  last  Saturday  noon  at 
the  Muehlebach  Hotel  for  the  forthcoming 
Red  Cross  fund  drive. 

O’Connor  said  he  spoke  as  one  who  knows 
from  experience  the  vast  extent  of  the  film 
war  activity.  He  asserted  all  film  folk,  from 
the  highest  paid  executives  to  the  local  the- 
atre ushers,  had  taken  part. 

“The  figures,  the  actual  value  of  the  work 
being  done  by  the  film  people,”  he  said,  “run 
not  into  the  millions,  but  into  the  billions.” 

The  Red  Cross  chief  was  here  to  address 
a general  drive  conference  a few  moments 
after  the  film  meeting.  He  had  just  returned 
from  a 30-day  tour  of  England,  France  and 
Italy,  impressed  on  one  hand  by  the  vastness 
of  the  “military  savagery”  to  which  the  world 


and  Basil  O’Connor,  American  Red  Cross 
chairman,  gave  brief  talks. 

“Your  job  from  now  on  to  March  22  is  the 
Red  Cross,”  Schnitzer  said,  addressing  pri- 
marily the  branch  managers  and  salesmen. 
He  related  that  at  an  initial  meeting  in  New 
York  attended  by  sales  managers  and  other 
executives  of  the  distributing  companies  the 
entire  efforts  of  the  1,300  salesmen  and 
branch  managers  of  the  country  were  pledged 
to  the  drive. 

“Every  Performance,  Every  Day” 

Their  job  is  to  help  every  exhibitor  in  the 
U.S.  to  make  collections  at  every  performance, 
every  day,  he  said. 

Truog  pointed  out  the  importance  of  each 
salesman  turning  in  reports  on  each  pledge 
to  his  branch  manager,  who  in  turn  will  re- 
port to  Lawler.  The  latter  then  reports  to 
NSS,  which  will  forward  the  campaign  ma- 
terial. Truog  called  for  reports  on  every  ex- 
hibitor whether  signing  pledges  of  participa- 
tion or  not. 

Sergeant  Walker  spoke  convincingly  of  the 
help  Red  Cross  units  give  to  service  men  at 
base  camps  in  England  and  in  the  larger 
cities  where  they  go  on  furloughs. 

Lawler  declared  he  believed  the  Kansas 
City  WAC  is  the  best  organized  unit  of  its 
kind  in  the  country. 

Mrs.  Richards  described  the  local  war  work 
of  the  Red  Cross  and  pointed  out  that  al- 
though there  is  a drive  quota,  there  actually 
is  no  such  word  as  “adequate”  in  referring 
to  the  funds  needed  by  the  Red  Cross. 

Bob  Mochrie  and  M.  A.  Lightman 
Lead  Minneapolis  Rally 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  stage  is  set  well  in 
advance  for  what  is  anticipated  will  be  the 
industry’s  most  successful  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign in  this  territory.  One  of  the  most  en- 
thusiastic meetings  ever  held  by  the  War 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


has  abandoned  itself,  and  on  the  other  hand 
by  the  ever-present  need  for  an  humanitarian 
organization  like  the  Red  Cross  to  bring  to 
the  boys  on  the  global  battlefields  an  atmos- 
phere of  home,  a breath  of  normal  living. 

“I  do  not  pretend  to  be  an  authority,”  he 
related,  “on  the  strength  of  my  brief  visit 
overseas.  I merely  saw  the  backdrop,  a por- 
tion of  the  stage.  The  whole  world  has  aban- 
doned civil  authority  and  gone  over  to  mili- 
tary savagery.  There  is  no  alternative  for  us 
but  to  stay  in  that  military  savagery  and  save 
civilization. 

“The  tremendous  destruction  cannot  be 
portrayed  even  by  motion  pictures  . . . There 
is  no  sacrifice  we  can  make  too  great  to 
prevent  this  happening  again. 

“The  fear  of  death  is  not  the  GIs’  greatest 
worry.  It  is  their  wives,  children,  their  home. 
And  an  opportunity  to  unburden  themselves 
to  a Red  Cross  field  director  becomes  a god- 
send, a great  morale  builder.” 

O’Connor  emphasized  the  Red  Cross’  great- 
est need,  big  as  it  is  now,  will  be  greater 
after  the  war  ends. 

“The  boys  will  be  in  Europe  for  18  months 
after  the  whistle  blows,”  he  said. 


Film  Industry  War  Efforts  Run  Into 
Billions,  Says  U.  S.  Red  Cross  Head 
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Industry's  No.  1 Job 
Is  Red  Cross  Drive 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Activities  Committee  here  presages  a rec- 
ord-breaking response. 

Principal  speakers  at  the  largely  attended 
luncheon  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Nicollet  were 
Robert  E.  Mochrie,  RKO  sales  manager,  and 
M.  A.  Lightman,  Memphis,  independent  cir- 
cuit owner.  They  and  other  speakers  pointed 
out  the  magnificent  Red  Cross  work  and 
the  particular  need  for  an  all-out  effort  at 
this  time. 

Dakota  Chairmen  Present 

Participating  in  the  rally  were  Red  Cross 
officials  and  representatives  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  armed  services  and  civic 
groups  along  with  clergy  members.  Exchange 
workers,  branch  managers,  film  salesmen  and 
exhibitors  turned  out  en  masse.  Because  of 
transportation  restrictions  attendance  of  out- 
of-town  exhibitors  was  limited,  but  among 
those  present  were  Fred  Larkin  and  S.  W. 
Fitch,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D„  exhibitor  and  dis- 
tributor state  chairmen,  respectively,  and 
Mike  Cooper,  Grand  Forks,  and  Ed  Kraus, 
Fargo,  who  are  North  Dakota  co-chairmen. 

A fine  musical  program  and  other  fea- 
tures, as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  the 
meeting  proper  was  organized,  caused  Mochrie 
to  lavish  praise  on  Friedl,  Chairman  E.  R. 
Ruben  and  others  who  helped  to  arrange 
the  affair. 

700  Out  of  825  Signed 

It  was  announced  by  Friedl  that  700  out 
of  the  825  theatres  in  the  territory,  94  per 
cent,  already  had  returned  pledges  to  make 
the  Red  Cross  collections  throughout  the 
drive  March  15-21. 

“Much  more  work  remains  to  be  done  in 
addition  to  theatre  collections,”  Mochrie  told 
the  audience.  “Every  exchange  and  theatre 
employe  and  all  connected  with  the  industry 
in  every  way  must  be  pledged  for  an  indi- 
vidual, personal  contribution  and  every  the- 
atre must  participate  in  the  collections. 

“Exhibitors  must  be  made  to  realize  that 
collections  should  be  taken  before  or  after 
every  show  in  order  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired and  necessary  results.  And  the  effort 
of  all  exhibitors  should  be  wholehearted. 
Every  means  should  be  employed  so  that 
patrons  will  make  the  largest  possible  con- 
tributions.” 

Lightman  devoted  himself  to  a recital  of 
some  of  the  work  that  the  Red  Cross  has 
done  and  is  doing. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Friedl 
who  introduced  the  local  members  of  his 
Red  Cross  committee,  including  Ruben,  Ben 
Friedman,  Ben  Blotcky  and  Art  Anderson. 


"St.  Louis"  Scores  Omaha 
Top  in  2nd  Week  of  Cold 

OMAHA — A second  straight  week  of  cold 
weather  and  snow  handicapped  theatre  busi- 
ness here. 

“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  found  plenty  of 
Omaha  patrons,  however,  to  give  the  Para- 
mount Theatre  the  week’s  boxoffice  top.  “The 
Three  Caballeros”  and  “The  Crime  Doctor’s 
Courage”  at  the  Brandeis  Theatre  also  beat 
par. 


Brandeis — The  Three  Caballeros  (RKO),  The  Crime 

Doctor's  Courage  (Col)  110 

Omaha — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox)/  six  days,  sec- 
ond week  moveover  Irom  Orpheum 80 

Orpheum — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  plus  Merry 

Macs  and  Glen  Gray  on  stage 95 

Paramount — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 125 

S’tate — Red  Lights  of  San  Francisco,  reissue 

Pardon  Us  (M-G-M),  reissue 90 

Town — So  Proudly  We  Hail  (Para);  Riders  of 
Santa  Fe  (Univ);  The  Navy  Way  (Para);  split 
with  Mexicali  Rose  (Rep);  The  Climax  (Univ); 
Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep) 100 


Mayme  Stone  of  the  Kimo 
Started  as  Manager 

Very  few  exhibitors  start  at  the  top  as 
did  Mrs.  Mayme  Lee  Stone,  manager  of 
the  Kimo  Theatre  in 
Kansas  City,  one  of 
the  Dickinson  Thea- 
tres, Inc.  Mrs.  Stone 
had  been  an  apart- 
ment manager  but 
never  had  under- 
taken theatre  man- 
agement until  last 
September.  However, 
she  thinks  the  two 
jobs  have  much  in 
common  — and  that 
the  one  is  good 
training  for  the  other. 

One  of  the  interesting  innovations  she 
has  helped  put  over  in  the  showing  of 
Spanish  pictures  two  nights  of  each  week. 
Because  of  the  energy  she  displayed  noti- 
fying classes  and  Mexican  and  other 
Spanish-speaking  sections  of  the  commu- 
nity, the  SRO  sign  is  out  on  these  occa- 
sions. In  order  to  help  in  handling  the 
crowds,  she  has  employed  two  Mexican 
girls  as  ushers. 

On  New  Year’s  Day  she  married  a 
grocer,  Joseph  Cappo,  with  the  under- 
standing that  she  could  still  keep  on  with 
her  theatre  work.  So  Cappo  comes  down 
to  be  with  her  each  night  but  offers  no 
advice  about  the  show — that’s  her  job. 
A sister,  Billie  Blacken,  has  been  in  the 
Dickinson  home  office  at  Mission,  Kas., 
for  a year.  In  the  industry,  Mrs.  Cappo 
is  still  Mrs.  Stone. 


Fellow  Townsmen  Thrill 
To  Medico  in  Film 

INDEPENDENCE,  MO. — Recognition  of  Dr. 
R.  F.  Gard,  Independence  physician,  in  "The 
Fighting  Lady”  made  attendance  at  the 
Granada  Theatre  here  almost  a must  last 
week. 

In  his  advertising,  J.  A.  Becker,  operator 
of  the  Granada,  stressed  the  appearance  of 
the  popular  physician  in  one  sequence  of 
the  film.  At  each  performance  the  sound 
was  turned  off  a minute  or  so  for  the  appear- 
ance of  Gard  in  the  film  and  Becker,  through 
the  public  address  system,  cautioned  audi- 
ences to  watch  for  the  former  member  of 
the  Independence  board  of  education  in  the 
film. 

Gard  was  first  recognized  in  the  picture 
by  an  Independence  resident  who  saw  the 
picture  at  a screening. 

Vern  Gelabert  Takes  Over 
The  Grand  at  Grandview 

GRANDVIEW,  MO. — Vernon  Gelabert  took 
over  at  the  Grand  February  25,  having 
bought  the  theatre  from  Stanley  Goldberg, 
who  has  operated  it  four  years.  Gelabert  has 
been  farming  near  Louisburg,  Kas.,  the  past 
few  years  and  previously  he  was  in  the 
clothing  business  at  Gardner,  Kas. 

Goldberg  acquired  the  Mary  Lue  in  Kan- 
sas City  last  year  and  will  give  his  entire 
attention  to  that  house. 

Dickinson  Loses  Car 
On  Trip  to  See  Benny 

KANSAS  CITY— Glen  W.  Dickinson  sr.  re- 
ported his  Ford  coupe  was  stolen  in  St. 
Joseph  recently.  He  had  gone  there  to  see 
Jack  Benny,  who  with  his  troupe  appeared 
at  the  St.  Joseph  Auditorium,  and  left  his 
motor  running  while  he  went  into  the  Jo 
Theatre,  one  of  the  Dickinson  circuit  houses. 


B17  Gunner  Cites  Value 
Of  Red  Cross  Abroad 

DES  MOINES — A plea  for  100  per  cent 
support  of  the  Iowa  motion  picture  industry’s 
1945  Red  Cross  campaign  was  made  here  last 
week  by  a veteran  B17  gunner  at  a kickoff 
dinner  at  Hotel  Kirkwood. 

The  gunner,  Sgt.  Charles  E.  Walker  jr„  21, 
Newtonville,  Mass.,  in  describing  work  of  the 
Red  Cross  for  fighting  men,  declared: 

“It  means  as  much  to  them  as  life  itself. 
When  we  first  arrived  in  England  and  were 
stationed  at  a combat  crew  training  station,” 
he  said,  “the  Red  Cross  clubmobile  units 
serving  coffee  and  doughnuts  were  morale 
boosters.  We  couldn’t  get  to  town.” 

On  their  first  trip  to  London,  Walter  and 
his  buddies  couldn’t  find  a hotel  room.  They 
were  “rescued”  by  the  Red  Cross  whose  cen- 
ter provided  them  beds  and  sheets  for  25 
cents  a night. 

“At  our  base,  the  aero  club  run  by  the  Red 
Cross,  with  its  library,  refreshments  and 
movies,  gave  us  a chance  to  rest  between  mis- 
sions,” he  added. 

On  his  32nd  mission,  over  Meresberg,  Ger- 
many, flak  put  two  engines  of  his  ship  out 
of  commission. 

“We  had  to  bail  out  over  Belgium,  and  I 
landed  on  telephone  wires  and  was  knocked 
out,”  the  flyer  recalled.  Back  at  his  base  the 
flyer  was  sent  to  an  emergency  resthouse  op- 
erated by  the  Red  Cross. 

“We  could  wear  civilian  clothes,  ride  horse- 
back, have  sheets  on  the  beds  and  eat  good 
food,”  he  said. 

At  the  meeting,  E.  M.  Schnitzer,  assistant 
national  chairman  of  the  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee of  the  motion  picture  industry,  an- 
nounced that  film  exchange  managers  and 
salesmen  are  to  devote  their  complete  time 
to  the  drive. 

Of  the  377  theatres  in  the  territory,  305 
have  signed  up  for  the  drive.  Those  at  the 
meeting  pledged  to  make  this  cooperation 
100  per  cent. 

Film  Salesmen  Trapped 
By  Kansas  Blizzard 

KANSAS  CITY— The  return  of  winter  last 
week  hit  theatre  attendance  hard,  but  many 
a salesman  was  a victim,  too.  Cars  were 
caught  between  towns  by  the  storm,  ran  off 
highways  and  salesmen  “rescued”  by  motor- 
ists in  turn  helped  others  push  their  cars 
out  of  drifts. 

Fine  mist  soaked  their  clothing  and  the 
deep  slush  handicapped  traction. 

A1  Adler,  Metro,  driving  west  from  Hol- 
ton, Kas.,  ran  into  the  storm  at  Corning. 
His  car  went  into  a ditch  and  stayed  there 
until  a cattle  truck  came  along  to  pull  it 
out.  Eddie  Golden,  Metro,  was  marooned 
between  Kingman  and  Wichita,  went  into 
the  ditch  four  times,  and  took  eight  hours 
to  make  the  45-mile  drive.  Jim  Ronsiek  of 
Metro  was  caught  by  the  storm  at  Marquette 
and  had  to  stay  stuck  in  three-foot  drifts 
until  snow  plows  opened  the  road. 

Halstead  Seeks  Premiere 
Of  "Doctor"  When  Made 

HALSTEAD,  KAS.— This  town  of  1,300  is 
putting  in  its  bid  for  a world  premiere,  if 
and  when  the  picture  is  made,  of  “Horse 
and  Buggy  Doctor.”  Dr.  A.  E.  Hertzler,  au- 
thor of  the  book,  has  written  from  his  ex- 
perience at  Halstead,  where  he  still  prac- 
tices and  operates  the  Hertzler  clinic.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Cook,  who  operate  the  Ideal 
Theatre  here,  know  Dr.  Hertzler  well  and 
are  interested  in  reports  that  a picture  may 
be  made  of  his  life. 
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L.  Lewis,  shipping  clerk  at  Republic,  was 

called  to  Cape  Girardeau  by  the  death 
of  his  mother  . . . Nat  Steinberg,  recently 
appointed  district  manager  of  Republic,  was 
in  discussing  business  in  general  with  R.  F. 
“Bob”  Withers.  This  was  Steinberg’s  first 
visit  here  in  his  new  capacity.  He  was  for- 
merly manager  for  Republic  in  St.  Louis. 

Ralph  Durland  of  Wichita,  who  has  the 
film  delivery  contract,  has  been  able  to  get 
a new  truck  and  has  resumed  operations  . . . 
Laverne  Woody  jr.,  former  operator  of  the 
Palace,  Golden  City,  Mo.  and  now  in  the 
army,  was  home  on  furlough  recently.  His 
father  is  operating  the  theatre  in  his  ab- 
sence. 

W.  O.  “Buss”  Woody  of  the  Stockton,  Stock- 
ton,  Mo.,  brother  of  Laverne,  was  recently 
inducted  into  the  army.  Mrs.  Woody  will 
manage  the  theatre  while  he  is  away. 

Roy  Culley,  an  old-timer  in  show  business, 
was  on  Filmrow.  He  bought  the  Pastime, 
Medicine  Lodge,  Kas.,  from  Oscar  Thom  in 
1925.  His  son,  Craig  Culley,  in  the  army 
signal  corps,  is  “somewhere  in  Germany.” 

Ruth  Marr,  contract  clerk,  Columbia,  en- 
tertained the  feminine  portion  of  the  of- 
fice force  at  her  home  February  24  . . . 
Eddie  Green,  Metro  salesman  in  southwest 
Missouri,  has  gone  on  leave  of  absence. 

Bernie  Evens,  Metro  exploiteer  at  the  local 
branch,  back  from  the  home  office  meet- 
ing of  exploiteers,  reports  a program  that 
included  a lot  of  intensive  professional  re- 
search and  many  contacts.  There  were  daily 
meetings  with  W.  R.  Ferguson,  head  of  ex- 
ploitation; visits  to  such  institutions  as  Dona- 
hue & Coe  advertising  agency  and  National 
Screen  Service. 

Daniel  F.  Bodney,  a local  lawyer,  and  Dr. 
E.  A.  Devins  have  purchased  the  Admiral 
Theatre,  1312  East  Eighth  St.  from  Charles 
Potter.  They  installed  Hugh  Adamson  to 
run  it  for  them. 

Woodie  Walker,  Metro  booker,  spent  his 
extra  week  vacationing  at  home.  Tillie  East- 
burn,  cashier  at  Metro,  will  take  her  extra 
week  early  in  March  and  also  plans  to  rest 
at  home  . . . Vacations  awarded  by  M-G-M 
for  the  arduous  extra  work  achieved  in  the 
anniversary  week  of  1944,  are  being  scattered 
over  months. 

Jack  Truitt  of  the  Electric  in  Kansas  City, 
Kas.,  is  booking  “When  the  Lights  Go  On 
Again”  and  planning  incidental  promotion  to 
tie  up  with  the  curfew  and  brownout  . . . 
On  the  Row:  J.  Ray  Cook,  Missouri,  Mary- 
ville; George  Hayob,  Mary  Lou,  Marshall; 
Frank  Weary,  Farris,  Richmond. 

Among  changes  noted  as  a result  of  the 
brownout  is  increased  attendance  of  women 
at  matinees,  Sunday  and  week  days.  The 
women  who  have  to  attend  theatres  without 
escorts,  a substantial  proportion  in  these 
days,  do  not  like  to  be  on  the  relatively  dark 
streets  late  at  night,  it  is  said.  Jack  Truitt, 
Electric,  over  in  Kansas,  remarks  that  his 
Sunday  matinees  are  running  ahead  of  the 
night  show,  a reversal  of  form. 

Madison  A.  Tanner,  head  booker  at  20th- 
Fox,  reports  that  his  son,  Sgt.  Madison  K. 
Tanner  of  the  air  corps,  is  back  in  India  after 
a trip  over  the  hump  into  China  . . . Sue 
Blair,  Blair,  Smith  Center,  Kas.,  was  on 
Filmrow. 

George  Harttmann,  Friendly  Theatres,  and 
Mrs.  Harttmann  arrived  from  California  for 
a few  weeks’  stay.  He  had  heard,  they  said, 
of  the  fine  weather  Kansas  City  was  having. 
But  soon  after  their  arrival  cold,  snow  and 
ice  struck  . . . Mrs.  W.  W.  Stephenson  died 


February  24  at  Palm  Beach,  Fla.  She  was 
the  mother  of  Jack  Stephenson,  well  known 
in  this  territory  as  a Commonwealth  man- 
ager of  Monett,  Mo.,  and  later  of  the  Fort 
Wood,  Waynesville.  He  has  been  in  the  armed 
forces  two  years,  now  in  India. 

H.  A.  “Pete”  Clark  has  taken  up  work  as 
booker  at  PRC.  He  is  a Texan  of  Dallas  and 
recently  was  on  the  booking  staff  of  PRC 
there.  He  had  been  a year  or  so  with  the 
army  motion  picture  service  at  Dallas. 

New  Theatre  to  Mark 
Old  Santa  Fe  Trail 

KANSAS  CITY — Fox  Midwest  Theatres  has 
acquired  a location  in  Overland  Park,  Kas., 
and  will  build  a new  theatre,  the  Trail,  as 
soon  as  war  restrictions  are  lifted,  it  was 
announced  this  week  by  E.  C.  Rhoden,  presi- 
dent. The  property  was  purchased  from  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Summerhour.  Overland  Park  is  just 
off  No.  69  highway. 

The  theatre  will  commemorate  the  Santa 
Fe  Trail,  which  headed  southwest  through 
that  neighborhood,  and  the  decorative  scheme 
will  follow  this  tradition.  The  new  house  will 
seat  800.  Rhoden  said  that  the  new  theatre 
was  designed  to  anticipate  the  needs  of  a 
community  which  is  in  the  path  of  postwar 
development  to  the  southwest  of  urban  Kan- 
sas City. 

At  the  same  time,  Rhoden  announced  the 
acquisition  of  the  old  Prospect  Theatre  prop- 
erty at  26th  and  Prospect,  which  is  to  be 
remodeled  as  an  800-seat  house,  exclusively 
for  negro  patronage.  Tentative  name  of 
this  theatre  is  the  Carver,  in  honor  jf  Dr. 
George  Washington  Carver,  famous  negro 
scientist.  The  Prospect  has  been  closed  for 
four  years.  Owners  of  the  building  were 
Estelle  and  Bennett  Schneider. 

Frank  Sets  Early  Limit 
For  Major  Deal  on  "Boy" 

MINNEAPOLIS — Unless  he  makes  a deal 
with  “a  major  company”  by  the  end  of  this 
week  for  “A  Boy,  a Girl  and  a Dog,”  W.  R. 
Frank,  local  independent  circuit  owner  and 
Hollywood  producer,  says  he’ll  distribute  the 
picture  himself.  It’s  the  second  produced  by 
Frank  individually,  the  other  having  been 
“Enemy  of  Women,”  which  Monogram  is 
distributing.  Previously  he  had  been  the 
head  of  a company  which  produced  three 
other  pictures  handled  by  major  distributors. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  gave  “A 
Boy,  a Girl  and  a Dog”  a “test”  engage- 
ment at  its  A house,  the  Paramount,  in 
Austin,  Minn.  The  910-seat  house  was  filled 
to  capacity  by  7 p.  m.  for  the  first  show  and 
there  was  a large  holdout  long  before  the 
show  ended.  In  consequence,  the  picture  was 
held  over  for  two  additional  days.  Audi- 
ence reaction  was  reported  highly  favorable. 

Frank  also  has  dated  in  the  picture  in 
several  of  his  own  circuit’s  theatres  with 
similar  results  and  he  is  confident  that  he 
has  a boxoffice  winner. 

Film  Salesman  Decide 
Not  to  Form  a Union 

MINNEAPOLIS — Minneapolis  film  sales- 
men have  decided  definitely  not  to  organize 
into  a labor  union.  The  matter  came  up  for 
discussion  at  a meeting  of  the  Reel  Fellows 
Club,  the  membership  of  which  comprises 
all  of  salesmen  here.  The  AFL  has  an- 
nounced it  will  issue  charters  to  salesmen’s 
union. 


To  Costar  With  Ingrid  Bergman 

Joseph  Cotten  is  set  to  costar  with  Ingrid 
Bergman  in  United  Artists’  “The  Scarlet 
Lily.” 


Be  Safe 
Sorry! 

Be 
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INSURED” 


Let  Me  Analyze  Your 
Insurance  Needs 

My  25  years  of  specializing  in 
film  industry  insurance  is  your 
assurance  of  real  help  — and 
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Complete  Protection 

Fire 

Business  Interruption 
Film  Coverage 
Public  Liability 
Boiler 
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Nebraska  Bills  Would 
Okay  Return  of  Ascap 


Hort  Ulrich , Dean  of  FMW  Showmen 
45  Years  in  Business,  Retires 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following  article  an- 
nouncing the  retirement  of  Horace  E.  "Hort" 
Ulrich  after  45  years  in  the  show  business  is 
reprinted  from  Contact,  the  Fox  Midwest  circuit 
publication.  He  was  FMW  city  manager  at 
Salina,  Kas. 


‘‘Hort  Ulrich  pulled  the  curtain  on  his  long 
career  in  show  business  Wednesday,  Febru- 
ary 14,  and  will  be  at  liberty  to  do  as  he 
pleases. 

“Of  course  if  Hort  could  do  as  he  pleases, 
he’d  rebook  himself  for  an  indefinite  run 
right  back  into  Fox  Salina  theatres,  where 
he  has  served  well  and  faithfully  for  the  last 
12  years,  but  his  doctor  canceled  him  out. 

“Hort’s  retirement  from  the  show  business 
leaves  Fox  Midwest  without  any  claimant  to 
the  title  of  “grand  old  man.”  Even  some  of 
the  older  heirs-apparent  are  going  to  have 
to  serve  a few  more  years  before  they  can 
even  approach  his  record  of  tenure,  nor  will 
they  ever  be  able  to  equal  his  varied  expe- 
rience as  a showman  during  the  past  45  years. 
Let’s  let  him  tel  labout  it  in  his  own  modest 
way: 

“Let’s  let  him  tell  about  it  in  his  own  mod- 
est way: 

Recounts  His  Own  Story 

“ ‘It  was  along  about  1900  when  I became 
a punk  on  the  old  hometown  opera  house  in 
Manhattan,  Kas  (flat  floor,  heated  by  stoves, 
groove  and  sliding  scenery  and  roll  curtain — 
but,  electric  light!)  Starting  as  a bill  passer 
while  in  grade  school,  I worked  in  about  every 
department  from  boxoffice  to  brooms  during 
high  school  and  college  days.  Here  I acquired 
a working  knowledge  of  the  one-night  stand 
routine,  and  also  mastered  enough  of  the 
rudiments  of  the  clarinet  and  peck  horn  (alto 
to  you!)  so  that  I could  double  in  brass  with 
the  traveling  shows.  These  included  “hall” 
shows  repertory,  circus  and  what  have  you 
for  three  seasons.  By  that  time  I learned 
better  as  regards  the  music  end  of  show  busi- 
ness and  so  transferred  my  abilities  into  the 
business  end,  becoming  advance  agent  and 
then  company  manager  on  traveling  attrac- 
tions of  various  and  sundry  nature. 

“ ‘It  might  be  of  interest  to  some  of  the 
younger  generation  of  showmen  that  in  those 
hectic  and  uncertain  days  of  show  business, 
in  order  to  eat  three-a-day,  a man  had  to  be 
versatile  between  seasons  (summers)  and  at 
catching  on  with  another  attraction  when 
the  one  you  were  with  stranded  or  was 
folded.  In  such  off  seasons,  the  writer  was, 
from  time  to  time,  hotel  clerk,  driver  for 
the  Pacific  Express  Co.,  chainman  (surveyor) 
on  the  Santa  Fe,  timekeeper  on  the  Union 
Pacific,  played  semipro  baseball  and  sold  pat- 
ent medicine  (not  from  a wagon-end  how- 
ever). 

Managed  “The  Christian” 

“ ‘This  cycle  ended  just  30  years  ago,  when 
I became  manager  of  the  roadshow,  “The 
Christian,”  which  was  followed  by  a similar 
job  on  “Three  Weeks,”  which  lasted  just  about 
that  long,  as  I remember,  which  sent  me  into 
an  executive  “position”  with  a department 
store,  in  the  fall  of  1915.  I was  able  to  stay 
with  this  position  until  the  lure  of  show  busi- 
ness got  me  again  and  I went  to  the  Marshall 
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Theatre,  Manhattan,  as  manager.  The  house 
played  roadshows,  vaudeville  and  pictures  and 
it  was  while  on  this  job  that  I met  most  of  my 
present  friends  in  the  business.  I stayed  at 
the  Marshall  until  the  first  world  war  when 
the  house  was  sold  to  Dickinson. 

“ ‘Then  followed  a season  with  L.  M.  Craw- 
ford on  the  Grand  at  Topeka,  and  another 
season  with  G.  L.  Hooper  on  the  Orpheum 
at  Topeka  and  the  Grand  at  Salina.  This 
was  followed  by  a season  with  Ensley  Barbour 
on  the  Landers  (roadshows  and  permanent 
stock)  at  Springfield.  Then  I went  back  on 
the  roadshows  again  until  my  advent  with 
the  Midland  (Shanberg)  circuit  in  1922.  As 
you  all  know,  I was  with  the  Midland  circuit 
until  1930  when  it  was  taken  over  by  Fox 
and  I feel  that  data  from  that  time  on  is 
too  well  known  to  bear  repeating. 

“ ‘And  now,  it  seems  my  season  will  close 
as  a showman  and  as  city  manager  for  Fox 
Salina  Theatres,  on  Ash  Wednesday,  Febru- 
ary 14,  1945.  From  here  on  I will  be  ‘headed 
for  nowhere  with  the  rest  of  my  life  to  get 
there,’  but  much  as  I hate  to  sever  the  ties 
that  have  meant  so  much  to  me  and  to  quit 
the  business  that  has  been  my  life,  my  doc- 
tors have  finally  convinced  me  that  for  my 
own  good  it  must  be  done.  From  now  on, 
I’m  just  going  to  look  at  pictures — and  they’d 
better  be  good,  or  I’ll  complain  to  the  man- 
agement ! ’ 

First  District  5 Manager 

“To  fill  in  a little  hiatus  in  Hort’s  auto- 
biographical sketch,  it  should  be  added  that 
he  was  manager  at  Hutchinson  and  Pitts- 
burg for  the  Midland  circuit,  served  for  a 
time  as  supervisor  for  some  of  the  Shanberg 
towns,  and  was  a district  manager  of  the  orig- 
inal District  Five  in  the  early  days  of  Fox 
Midwest.  He  was  assigned  to  Salina  12  years 
ago  last  February  9,  and  recalls  that  the  day 
he  landed  in  Salina  it  was  17  below  zero.  It 
didn’t  take  him  long  to  warm  the  town  up 
under  his  direction.  Salina  has  been  hot  ever 
since,  through  good  times  and  bad. 

“There’s  many  a younger  Fox  Midwest 
showman  who  can  thank  Hort  Ulrich  for 
teaching  him  show  business.  This  writer,  for 
one,  has  always  respected  his  judgment  and 
envied  him  his  knowledge  and  experience. 
His  friendship  will  continue  always  to  be  a 
cherished  possession,  and  we’re  going  to  miss 
that  ‘Hello,  chief!’  when  he  called  on  the 
phone.  Where  he  got  that  chief  stuff  we’ll 
never  know. 

“And  by  the  way,  would  you  like  to  know 
Hort’s  baptismal  name?  It’s  Horace  Everett! 
What  a moniker  to  have  kept  hidden  all  these 
years;  Horace  Everett,  of  all  things.” 

"Human  Wreckage"  Out 
At  Des  Moines  Casino 

DES  MOINES  — Showing  of  “Human 
Wreckage”  at  the  Casino  Theatre  here  ceased 
at  5:30  p.  m.  Friday  last  week  on  orders  of 
the  police  department,  Safety  Commissioner 
Charles  F.  Triplett  announced.  He  had  for- 
warded an  order  to  Capt.  J.  O.  Emrich,  police 
vice  bureau  commander,  instructing  him  to 
order  the  Casino  proprietor  to  cease  exhibition 
of  the  picture. 

The  safety  commissioner  said  a juvenile  di- 
vision officer  had  reported  young  persons 
“ages  ten  years  up”  were  observed  “standing 
in  the  lobby,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to 
determine  the  age  of  any  child  entering  the 
place.”  A representative  of  the  Casino  said, 
however,  that  under-age  persons  had  not  been 
permitted  to  see  the  picture  “at  any  time,” 
attendance  being  limited  to  adults. 

Triplett  said  six  men  officers  of  the  vice 
and  juvenile  divisions  had  reported  it  “ob- 
scene and  suggestive.” 


OMAHA— A bill  (LB252)  introduced  by 
Senators  Ladd  J.  Hubka,  Beatrice,  and  Harry 
Foster,  Omaha,  which  would  pave  the  way 
for  return  to  Nebraska  of  Ascap,  was  the 
hot  subject  of  four  hours  of  debate  before 
the  senate  public  health-miscellaneous  sub- 
jects committee  last  week  at  Lincoln.  Action 
on  the  bill  was  postponed. 

Will  J.  Hotz,  representing  Omaha  radio 
station  WOW,  several  Omaha  hotels  and 
ballroom  operators  exchanged  verbal  darts 
with  Senator  Hubka  and  John  G.  Paine, 
Ascap  general  manager,  who  admitted  draw- 
ing a yearly  salary  of  $30,000.  Hubka  as- 
serted LB252,  repealing  the  Ascap  measure 
of  1937,  would  admit  the  society  to  the  state 
after  filing  a schedule  of  charges  and  agree- 
ing to  pay  a three  per  cent  tax  on  gross 
receipts. 

Melvin  Drake,  Lincoln,  and  Lloyd  Thomas, 
Kearney,  representing  radio  stations;  Sam 
Josephson,  Omaha  Hotel  Ass’n  president; 
Pat  Miller,  Nebraska  Hotel  Ass’n  president, 
and  Bob  Livingston,  Lincoln  theatre  owner, 
told  the  committee  they  desire  the  return 
of  Ascap  because  they  fear  infringement 
suits.  Thomas,  representing  independent 
radio  stations,  told  the  committee:  “It  is 
impossible  to  cover  Nebraska  with  radio  and 
the  little  stations  will  be  forced  to  go  out 
of  business  unless  the  law  is  repealed.” 

Hotz  accused  Ascap  of  ruling  by  fear  and 
asserted  $400,000  had  been  saved  Nebraska 
citizens  by  Ascap  pulling  out  of  the  state. 
He  charged  that  Ascap,  by  asking  the  law 
be  repealed,  is  attempting  to  get  rid  of  suits 
now  pending  in  the  courts. 

Paine,  in  Omaha  to  confer  with  Yale  Hol- 
land, Ascap  legal  representative  in  Nebraska, 
said  the  hit  song  “Don’t  Fence  Me  In” 
is  “fenced  out”  in  many  respects  as  far  as 
Nebraska  is  concerned.  That  song  along 
with  many  other  tunes  is  the  property  of  a 
member  of  Ascap,  and  cannot  be  played  by 
local  radio  stations,  hotels  or  ballrooms  with- 
out hazards  of  suits  for  infringement  of 
copyright,  he  stated. 

Oregon  Usherette  Tells 
Her  Troubles  in  Verse 

Fiom  Hollywood  Edition 

McMinnville,  ore.— m.  w.  Mattecheck, 
who  operates  the  Mack,  Lark  and  Gaiety  the- 
atres at  McMinnville,  Ore.,  has  a rhyming 
usherette,  Miss  Jeanne  Mason.  Jeanne  has 
put  some  of  her  thoughts  on  the  daily  prob- 
lems of  an  usherette  into  the  following  verses: 

An  Usherette’s  Dream 

Crying  babies  to  hush  on  the  sly; 

Peanuts  with  shells  to  take  from  some  guy; 
Whistling  and  shouting  from  kids  ’way  down 
front; 

Having  to  “tell-off”  some  mean  little  runt. 

A sentimental  pair  who  like  each  other  so 
It  bothers  the  usherette  who  must  watch  the 
back  row; 

Unscrupulous  persons,  whose  names  go  with- 
out saying 

Who  sneak  in  the  exit,  ’cause  they  can’t  stand 
the  paying. 

Brokendown  flashlights  to  battle  and  fix; 
Only  five  uniforms  when  the  gals  number  six. 
Patrons  who  can’t  decide  just  where  to  sit; 
An  overbearing  drunk  or  impractical  wit. 

All  these  things  and  many,  many  more 
Make  even  the  most  patient  usherette  snore — 
A theatre  without  them,  would  be,  it  would 
seem 

A wonderful  answer  to  an  usherette’s  dream. 
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"Canteen"  Captures 
Twin  City  Spotlight 

MINNEAPOLIS  — “Hollywood  Canteen” 
took  the  boxoffice  spotlight  last  week  and 
turned  in  a fine  gross  for  the  Radio  City. 
Otherwise  holdovers  monopolized  nearly  all 
the  public  attention.  It  was  the  fifth  week 
for  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  the  fourth  for 
the  “Here  Come  the  WAVES”  and  “Fight- 
ing Lady”  duo  and  the  second  for  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not”  and  “Tonight  and  Every 
Night.” 

(Average  is  100) 


Aster — Moonlight  and  Cactus  (Univ);  Dead 

Man's  Eyes  (Univ)  100 

Century — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para);  Fight- 
ing Lady  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk ....110 

Gopher — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) 100 

Lyric — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 100 

Orpheum — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 100 

Radio  City — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) 150 

State — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk .135 

World — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col),  2nd  wk 100 


"Hollywood  Canteen"  Packs  House 
At  the  Kansas  City  Orpheum 

KANSAS  CITY — The  Orpheum  packed  the 
house  for  “Hollywood  Canteen.”  The  Mid- 
land kept  up  a good  line  with  “National 
Velvet”  in  its  second  week.  It’s  a gem  of 
a picture  and  Kansas  City  audiences  have 
taken  it  to  their  hearts  for  keeps.  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES”  did  an  average  busi- 
ness in  its  third  week  at  the  Newman,  which 
is  bannering  the  popular  price  return  of 
“For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  as  its  next  at- 
traction. Esquire,  Uptown  and  Fairway  did 
very  well  with  a good  weekend  business 
featuring  “Hangover  Square.”  The  Tower, 
with  “She  Gets  Her  Man”  and  “Destiny” 
on  the  screen  and  the  Royal  Lilliputians  on 
the  stage  reported  an  excellent  week.  A chilly 
and  rainy  weekend  stepped  up  Sunday  busi- 
ness in  all  theatres. 


Esquire — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox) 120 

Fairway — Same  as  Esquire  95 

Midland — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk .150 

Newman — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  3rd  wk.,.110 

Orpheum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB)  150 

Tower — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ);  Destiny 

(Univ),  plus  stage  show 120 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  100 


"St.  Louis"  Draws  Biggest  Crowds; 
"Victory"  Drops  Below  Average 

DES  MOINES— “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,” 
showing  at  the  Des  Moines  Theatre,  drew  the 
biggest  crowds  downtown  here  last  week.  The 
picture  was  being  brought  over  to  the  Para- 
mount Theatre  for  another  week.  A March 
of  Time  accompanied  the  Judy  Garland  pic- 
ture. “Winged  Victory,”  in  its  second  week  at 
the  Paramount,  drew  slightly  below  average 
attendance,  as  did  the  double  bill,  “Murder, 
My  Sweet,”  and  “Eadie  Was  a Lady,”  at  the 
Orpheum.  Bad  weather  over  Saturday  and 
Sunday  had  its  effect  on  theatre  attendance. 


Des  Moines — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 105 

Orpheum — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO);  Eadie  Was 

a Lady  (Col)  95 

Paramount — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  after  a 
week  at  Des  Moines 90 


Air  Corps  Captain  Assists 
"Victory"  at  Des  Moines 

DES  MOINES — Capt.  Perry  Allen,  public 
relations  officer  from  the  army  air  corps, 
was  here  recently  in  connection  with  the 
showing  of  “Winged  Victory.”  Several  lobby 
displays,  including  a 16-foot  parachute,  hung 
from  the  ceiling  of  the  Des  Moines  Theatre, 
and  parts  of  Flying  Forts  were  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  picture. 

The  Des  Moines  ordnance  plant  also  had 
a lobby  display  and  a booth  manned  by 
personnel  from  the  plant,  where  applications 
for  work  and  information  about  the  plant 
were  given  out.  About  16  persons  were  re- 
cruited for  defense  jobs  during  the  run  of 
the  picture. 


MIDWEST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


A.  W.  Pugh  swapped 
his  Kansas  farm  for 
an  open-air  theatre  in 
1917.  He  currently  op- 
erates the  State,  Co- 
lumbus, and  the  Doric, 
Erie.  The  Kansan  and 
Strand,  Fredonia,  Kas., 
are  now  leased  to  the 
Griffith  circuit.  He  is 
ex-president  of  Colum- 
bus Ad  Club,  wears 
the  Masons’  25  - year 
pin  and  belongs  to  the 
Kansas  and  Missouri  exhibitor  organization. 
His  hobbies  are  drilling  oil  and  gas  wells  and 
supervising  farm  operations.  His  son,  former 
manager  of  the  Doric,  is  in  the  navy.  His 
daughter,  Viola,  does  defense  work  and  as- 
sists in  managing  the  State. 


In  1916,  Charles  A. 
Spainhour  was  in  the 
hotel  business,  when 
an  equipped  theatre 
presented  itself  for  sale 
at  $175.  Spainhour 
bought  it.  One  year 
later,  he  purchased  his 
present  theatre,  the 
Twilight,  also  in 
Greensburg,  Kas.,  and 
has  been  its  proprietor 
ever  since.  Past  presi- 
dent of  Rotary,  his 
hobby  is  running  a theatre  and  selling  war 
bonds.  He  volunteers,  “In  a small  town  the 
theatre  enable  a man  to  meet  all  the  people 
of  his  community.  Everyone,  from  five  to 
85,  calls  me  by  my  first  name — and  I like 
that.”  He  has  one  son,  Ben. 


Operating  a theatre  in 
State  Center,  Iowa,  in 
1915  was  Jake  Cohen’s 
initial  appearance  in 
the  industry.  Prior  to 
his  army  enlistment  in 
World  War  I,  he  sold 
film  for  Pathe.  After 
his  discharge  he  was  a 
film  salesman  for  vari- 
ous companies  until 
1922  when  he  entered 
the  theatre  business  in 
Ottumwa.  Owner  of 
the  Capitol  and  Ottumwa  houses  there,  he 
is  in  partnership  with  the  Tri-States  The- 
atres. His  son,  Capt.  Bernard  D.  Cohen,  is 
in  the  army  air  corps.  Cohen  is  a member 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Elks  and 
Masons. 


For  33  years  “Direc- 
tion of  A.  H.  Blank” 
has  been  a familiar 
byline  to  theatregoers 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 

Operation  of  a Des 
Moines  nickelodeon, 
the  Casino,  in  1911, 
was  his  introduction 
to  the  industry.  In 
1914  he  opened  the 
Garden,  his  first  de 
luxe  theatre  in  the 
Iowa  metropolis.  Later 
he  added  houses  in  Iowa,  Nebraska  and 
western  Illinois  towns,  establishing  two  cir- 
cuits: Tri- States  and  Central  States.  He  is 
president  of  both.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  group  of  Paramount  the- 
atre partners.  He  has  a son  in  the  navy. 


In  ’20  Paul  Morgan  and 
Carl  S.  Horn  opened 
the  Star  Theatre  at 
Hay  Springs,  Neb., 
with  William  S.  Hart’s 
picture  “Sand.”  Since 
another  house  was  di- 
rectly across  the  street, 
Horn  and  Morgan  de- 
. tx  cided  to  eliminate  com- 

petition  by  buying  out 
their  competitor.  Still 
operating  the  Star 
here,  Morgan  boasts 
that  the  management  has  not  changed  hands 
since  its  opening.  Morgan  is  chairman  of 
the  board  of  education,  and  a member  of 
the  Masons.  He  has  two  married  daughters 
whose  husbands,  both  commissioned,  are  on 
active  duty. 


^ 


With  the  surefire  at- 
titude of  “satisfying 
my  patrons,  my  big- 
gest desire,”  it  is  no 
wonder  that  A.  N. 
Deaver,  L a m o n i, 
Iowa,  has  come  a long 
way  in  the  industry 
since  his  initiation  20 
years  ago.  The  owner 
of  the  Coliseum  here, 
he  is  a member  of  the 
Business  Men’s  Club, 
the  board  of  control, 
Lamoni  Housing  Corp.  and  ITOA  of  Iowa. 
A musically  versatile  person,  Deaver  is  adept 
at  the  piano  and  marimba.  He  is  married 
and  has  two  blond  daughters,  Lynette  and 
Marlene,  one  and  five  years  of  age,  re- 
spectively. 


J.  E.  Michael  of  Leon, 

Iowa,  was  a farmer 
until  the  film  bug  hit 
him  back  in  1924. 

Operating  his  first 
theatre  in  Leon,  he 
moved  in  turn  to 
Tama,  Jefferson  and 
Scranton,  Iowa,  where, 
in  partnership  with 
John  Waller,  he  es- 
tablished himself  in 
the  theatrical  field. 

Returning  to  Leon, 

Michael  became  owner  of  the  Strand,  which 
he  still  operates.  Affiliations  include  the 
Woodmen,  the  local  commercial  club  and 
Allied.  He  has  two  daughters  and  a son,  J.  E. 
Michael  jr.,  the  latter  now  serving  with  the 
army  air  forces  as  a radio  instructor. 


Another  old-timer  who 
dates  back  to  1910  is 
Paul  D.  Cote  of  Wau- 
kon,  Iowa.  Buying  out 
The  World  in  Motion 
Theatre,  a five  and  ten 
center  featuring  three 
reels  and  illustrated 
songs,  he  progressed 
to  his  present  status, 
owner  of  the  Town 
and  Cote,  with  a com- 
bined seating  capacity 
of  800.  Cote  is  active 
in  the  American  Legion  and  Allied  Theatre 
Owners.  He  has  two  sons,  Eaton  in  high 
school  and  Paul  serving  in  the  navy.  Hunt- 
ing and  fishing  are  his  favorite  sports,  and 
when  restrictions  are  lifted  after  the  war, 
he’ll  do  a lot  of  both. 
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SOMETHING  TO  “REMEMBER” — Columbia’s  recent  tradeshowing  of  “A  Song 
to  Remember”  at  the  Granada  Theatre  in  Minneapolis  drew  representatives  of  lead- 
ing circuits  and  independents  as  well.  Midwestern  figures  caught  by  the  camera- 
man, are,  left  to  right,  top  panel: 

Ben  C.  Marcus,  Columbia’s  midwest  manager;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  J.  Blackmore, 
Duluth;  H.  J.  Chapman,  Minneapolis  branch  manager;  Joe  Deitch,  Tri-States, 
Des  Moines. 

Next:  John  Branton,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.;  Don  West,  Central  States 
circuit;  Deitch;  Clarence  Quincer,  Wadena,  Minn.;  Miss  Pearl  Wisch,  Mohall,  N.  D.; 
C.  B.  Closson,  Anoka,  Minn. 

Next:  Mrs.  and  Mr.  George  Gould,  Glencoe,  Minn.;  lady  in  center  is  Mrs.  Angus 
McDonald,  East  Grand  Forks,  Minn.,  with  her  son  and  daughter. 

Bottom:  Gil  Nathanson,  Berger  circuit,  Minneapolis;  W.  A.  Ronning,  MAC; 
John  Farley,  MAC;  Harold  Kaplan,  St.  Louis  Park,  Minn.;  Joe  Stern,  St.  Paul. 


St.  Patrick's  Party 
By  Film  Salesmen 

MINNEAPOLIS — When  the  Reel  Fellows 
Club,  comprising  all  film  salesmen  and  sales 
managers,  will  hold  its  “biggest  and  best” 
social  affair,  a dinner  dance  plus  enter- 
tainment, at  the  Hotel  Nicollet  ballroom 
March  17.  The  start  was  moved  up  to  7 p.  m. 
from  8 p.  m.,  it  was  announced,  because  of 
the  government’s  midnight  curfew. 

Under  the  new  regulation,  all  private 
parties,  as  well  as  public  night  club  activities, 
must  end  before  midnight. 

Music  for  the  dancing  and  entertainment 
will  be  provided  by  an  eight-piece  profes- 
sional orchestra.  Entertainment  will  in- 
clude “gridiron  club”  skits  written  and  staged 
by  club  members,  putting  branch  managers 
particularly  “on  the  spot.”  There  also  will 
be  vaudeville. 

District  managers  are  listing  the  affair 
as  a "must”  and  all  indications  point  to  a 
record-breaking  turnout  by  the  trade  and  its 
friends.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  the 
salesman  and  at  all  film  exchanges. 

Over  50  War  Department 
Films  Available  in  16mm 

DES  MOINES — More  than  50  war  depart- 
ment films  have  been  made  available  to  in- 
dustrial and  civic  organizations  in  this  area 
through  arrangements  with  the  Des  Moines 
Projector  Service,  1240  Sixth  Ave.  The  films 
are  16mm,  all  with  sound  and  some  in  color. 

One  of  the  newest  releases,  according  to 
R.  B.  Collins,  manager  of  the  film  exchange, 
is  “Birth  of  the  B29,”  a 20-minute  feature. 
Others  include  “Baptism  of  Fire,”  “The  Bat- 
tle of  Russia”  and  “Highballing  to  Victory.” 
In  addition  there  are  monthly  “film  com- 
muniques,” special  combat  news-type  films 
released  by  the  war  department. 

A handling  charge  of  from  $1  to  $3,  set  by 
the  war  department,  is  made  for  use  of  the 
films. 

Brunning,  Neb.,  Slumps, 
While  Hastings  Advances 

OMAHA  — War  production  activities  and 
air  field  training  are  having  a big  affect  on 
theatre  business  during  the  war. 

A bit  unhappy  is  the  Brunning,  Neb.,  dis- 
trict where  the  army  air  field  has  been  closed, 
checking  a wartime  boom  in  business  for  all 
theatres  in  surrounding  territory. 

But  at  Hastings,  Neb.,  expansion  of  the 
naval  depot,  already  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
country,  looms.  Officials  of  the  navy  depart- 
ment say  that  a proposal  for  $8,818,200  addi- 
tional construction  at  the  depot  has  been  ap- 
proved by  Navy  Secretary  James  Forrestal, 
but  the  official  go  ahead  signal  is  being  held 
up  until  funds  become  available. 

Minneapolis  Industry 
Honors  Zacherl  Memory 

MINNEAPOLIS — Members  of  the  film  in- 
dustry here  turned  out  last  Saturday  to  honor 
the  memory  of  Archie  Zacherl,  veteran  film 
salesman,  who  was  buried.  Zacherl,  who  had 
been  a salesman  with  Universal  13  years, 
died  at  the  age  of  54.  He  had  been  in  the 
film  game  in  this  territory  for  30  years, 
originally  as  an  exhibitor. 


Arma  to  Get  New  Theatre 

ARMA,  KAS. — Allen  Parks  is  planning  to 
open  a theatre  here  in  March.  The  building 
is  the  former  Empress  Theatre,  which  was 
closed  when  Glenn  Neely  went  into  the 
army.  Parks  will  call  his  show  place  the 
Palace. 
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Illmer  and  Stamm 
Expand  Holdings 

KANSAS  CITY — Herman  Illmer  announced 
this  week  that  he  and  Vincent  Stamm  have 
bought  an  interest  in  the  Tivoli,  2429  In- 
diana Ave.  here.  They  took  over  March  1. 
Illmer  came  to  Kansas  City  from  St.  Louis 
two  years  ago,  Stamm  six  months  ago.  Ill- 
mer first  acquired  the  Fiesta,  which  he  con- 
tinues to  manage.  The  Bagdad,  which  Stamm 
had  been  handling,  is  now  under  the  man- 
agement of  E.  Rolsky,  former  owner  of  the 
National. 

Fred  Harpst  is  looking  after  the  Southtown, 
now  operated  by  the  group,  and  Stamm  will 
give  personal  attention  to  the  Tivoli. 

Showman  and  Father  Slain 
In  Invasion  of  Germany 

DES  MOINES — Pvt.  Maurice  Crew,  32,  once 
manager  of  the  Uptown  and  Roosevelt  thea- 
tres here,  was  killed  in  action  February  5 in 
Germany,  the  war  department  has  informed 
his  wife,  Frances,  at  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Crew  was  manager  of  the  Paramount  at 
Waterloo  before  entering  the  army  last  March 
15.  He  was  sent  overseas  last  September  in 
an  infantry  unit.  Surviving,  besides  the  wife, 
are  a son,  Gary,  7;  his  mother,  Mrs.  Calvin 
Crew,  Vinton,  Iowa;  two  brothers,  Capt.  New- 
lin  Crew,  Ft.  Riley,  Kas.,  and  three  sisters, 
Janet,  Betty  and  Lenore  Crew,  all  of  Vinton. 


E.  L.  McEnoy  a Visitor 

DES  MOINES — E.  L.  McEnvoy,  short  sales 
manager  from  New  York,  visited  at  Uni- 
versal here  last  week. 


DES  MOINES 

Meil  Adair,  former  Warner  booker,  writes 
1 that  he  recently  spent  four  days  in  Brus- 
sels and  “had  a wonderful  time.”  He  is  eager 
to  tell  his  Filmrow  friends  all  about  his 
European  tour  as  soon  as  he  gets  a trip  back 
home  . . . Rose  Conroy,  Warner  inspector, 
is  still  ill  and  expects  to  be  gone  for  another 
two  months.  Universal  employes  had  a letter 
from  Ralph  Olson,  former  salesman,  now  in 
France.  Olie  sent  some  German  stamps  taken 
from  German  prisoners  for  Lou  Levy’s 
nephew,  who  is  a stamp  collector. 

Another  letter  from  a former  Filmrower 
arrived  at  the  RKO  exchange  last  week.  It 
was  also  from  Germany,  and  from  Erwin 
Godwin,  former  shipper  . . . Rhett  Owens 
of  Film  Classics  visited  at  the  Des  Moines 
exchange  last  week  . . . Norwin  Templeton, 
Paramount  assistant  shipper,  has  resigned 
. . . 20th-Fox  has  a new  utility  clerk,  Helene 
Seidenfeld. 

Marion  Kenyon,  20th-Fox  employe,  has  re- 
turned to  work  after  a week’s  illness  ...  Vi 
DeCorpo,  Tri-States  booking  department,  has 
taken  a two-week  vacation  to  accompany  her 
husband  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  where  he  has 
been  sent  for  a rest  cure  . . . Visitors  along 
the  Row  included:  Ken  Kagner,  Wilton  Junc- 
tion; Mrs.  C.  S.  Hoffman,  Knoxville,  and 
Verne  Hageman,  Waverly. 


OMAHA 


That  handball  foursome  of  John  Kemptgen, 
A Jesse  McBride,  Joe  Scott  and  Frank  Han- 
non has  its  good  and  bad  points.  Joe  has  lost 
nine  pounds,  Jesse,  seven,  and  John,  six,  but 
Frank  has  gained  a pound — his  aim.  Then 
last  week  John  dislocated  a wrist.  No  sooner 
had  it  been  slipped  back  in  place  than  John 
took  a spill  and  injured  it  again.  He  was,  as 
Jesse  put  it,  excused  for  the  day. 

Bill  Haarmann,  Paramount  head  booker, 
and  Shipper  Ras  Andersen  toiled  over  the 
weekend  and  as  a result  Paramount  didn’t 
miss  a show  despite  the  storm.  Delayed  re- 
turn of  films  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble 
. . . Joe  Scott,  20th-Fox  branch  manager, 
spent  the  week  in  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Franks,  Humboldt  ex- 
hibitors, were  among  the  few  out-of-town 
theatre  people  at  the  Red  Cross  rally  . . . 
Bob  Cornet  is  a new  employe  in  the  20th-Fox 
shipping  department  . . . Theo  Artz  is  the 
new  secretary  for  Hazel  Andersen  at  Metro, 
replacing  Barbara  Riddle. 

Jack  Connor,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  expects  to 
return  to  work  next  week  . . . Earl  Cowdin 
and  Byron  Hopkins,  Sidney,  Iowa,  exhibitors, 
visited  Filmrow  on  Washington’s  birthday  . . . 
Carl  Bailey,  Pawnee  City  exhibitor,  is  re- 
modeling and  redecorating  his  home. 

Harry  Lefholtz,  Republic  branch  manager, 
will  leave  for  the  company’s  studios  March 
16  and  is  scheduled  to  return  the  24th  . . . 
It  is  part  of  a company  program  of  taking 
managers  in  to  visit  the  studios  so  they  will 
better  understand  production  of  pictures  . . . 
The  Omaha  Variety  Club  has  received  a 
photo  of  Cordell  Hull  receiving  the  national 
humanitarian  award  for  1943. 

Mrs.  Clarks,  wife  of  the  manager  of  the 
Community  Theatre  at  Dorchester,  is  in 
Bryan  Hospital,  Lincoln  . . . G.  G.  Griffin, 
Plattsmouth  exhibitor,  has  purchased  a beau- 
tiful home.  Mrs.  Griffin  recently  lost  her 
mother. 

R.  H.  Burnside  will  bring  his  company  back 
to  Omaha  in  the  spring,  probably  presenting 
“The  Pirates  of  Penzance”  . . . William  Mis- 
kell  has  had  three  pictures  in  the  local  press 
the  last  week  regarding  his  activities  as 
Douglas  County  Red  Cross  chairman.  The 
county  goal  is  $505,000. 

The  proposed  two  per  cent  sales  tax  for 
Nebraska  comes  up  for  discussion  in  the  leg- 
islature this  week.  Backers  now  lining  up 
include  the  school  groups  and  the  petroleum 
industry,  while  opposing  it  are  taxpayer 
groups,  merchants,  theatre  men  and  a num- 
ber of  other  organizations. 

Another  storm  over  the  weekend  dented 
theatre  business  and  kept  most  of  the  exhibi- 
tors away.  Among  those  who  did  show  up 
were  Frank  Hollingsworth,  Beatrice,  and 
Frank  Good,  Red  Oak. 


Des  Moines  Fox  Busy 

DES  MOINES — Herman  Wobber,  drive 
leader  for  20th-Fox’s  30th  anniversary,  was 
in  Des  Moines  last  week.  District  Manager 
M.  A.  Levy,  Minneapolis,  was  in  to  conduct 
a branch  meeting. 


HARRY  SAVEREIDE 

Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 

The  Midwest  Theatre  Broker 

dinners 

“Where  Filmrow 

Theatre  Brokerage  Exclusively 

Friends  Meet" 

1850  Logan  Avenue,  Waterloo,  Iowa 

HORKY’S  CAFE 

1202  High  St. 
DES  MOINES 

Showman  Utterback 
Wins  Civic  Honors 

WELLINGTON,  KAS.— The  night  M.  D. 
Utterback  of  the  Lyric  Theatre  here  re- 
ceived not  only  the  highest  civic  honor  that 
Wellington  bestows  each  year  but  also  un- 
usual business  recognition  was,  in  addition, 
one  of  the  saddest  times  of  his  life. 

Utterback,  a truly  civic-minded  show- 
man was  voted  the  Outstanding  Man  of 
the  Year  in  an  election  conducted  among 
local  clubs  and  the  business  district  by  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars.  The  night  he 
results  were  announced  Utterback  was  elect- 
ed secretary  of  the  Wellington  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Showman  Utterback  attended  neither.  A 
few  hours  previously  word  had  been  received 
that  his  son-in-law  had  been  killed  in  the 
European  war. 

The  recognition  came  to  him  because  of 
his  extensive  work  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan 
campaign. 

Showman  Prepares  Story 
Of  the  Cherry  Sisters 

DES  MOINES — Orville  Rennie,  former 
manager  of  the  Paramount  Theatre  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  has  prepared  the  life  story  of  Cedar 
Rapids’  famous  Cherry  sisters,  Addie,  Jessie 
and  Effie,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  an 
agency  and  may  soon  be  made  into  a film. 
Rennie,  prior  to  his  recent  resignation,  was 
associated  with  Tri-States  for  many  years, 
and  worked  in  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  terri- 
tory. He  is  now  traveling  for  a bottle  gas 
company. 


Farewell  to  Harry  Wood 

DES  MOINES  — Twentieth-Fox  employes 
gave  a farewell  party  last  week  for  Harry 
Wood,  now  traveling  auditor  for  Fox,  at  the 
Pastime  club.  Wood  was  presented  a leather 
traveling  bag. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  lor 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 

115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

Git.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

Tom  Edwards,  President 
Geo.  W.  Baker,  Sec.-Treas. 

128  W.  18th  St.— Harrison  4825 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


•The  Murtah  Sisters,  stage  comedy  singing 
stars  who  have  been  appearing  at  the  Hotel 
Radisson  Flame  room,  were  guests  of  the 
Northwest  Variety  Club  last  Saturday  night 
and  were  introduced  to  the  throng  that 
packed  the  clubrooms  to  meet  them.  It  was 
one  of  the  season’s  largest  crowds  . . . M.  A. 
Levy,  20th-Fox  district  manager,  went  to  Des 
Moines  for  a sales  conference. 

The  many  local  friends  of  Herman  Field, 
dapper  Clarinda  exhibitor,  may  be  interested 
to  learn  that  he  has  trekked  to  California  to 
visit  his  brother,  Maj.  Irving  Field,  who  just 
has  returned  from  the  Aleutians  after  a 
two-and-a-half-year  stay  there.  J.  C.  Mason, 
one  of  the  few  women  managers,  is  carrying 
on  in  Herman’s  absence. 

Ben  Spewak,  wealthy  film  promoter,  has 
returned  from  the  Pacific  and  is  back  in 
Admiral  Nimitz’s  headquarters  in  the  near 
future  . . . Word  has  come  from  Tommy 
Charak,  former  salesman  with  Warner  Bros, 
here  and  later  with  the  same  company  in 
Los  Angeles,  that  he  now  owns  and  operates 
a tavern  in  Portland,  Ore.,  and  that  fortune 
has  smiled  on  him.  We’re  sure  that  Tommy 
drinks  a daily  toast  to  a speedy  victory.  Any 
of  the  boys  visiting  Portland  has  a welcome 
from  Tommy  awaiting  them. 

Word  comes  from  Harold  Lyons,  who  was 
a 20th-Fox  salesman  here  and  later  in  Des 
Moines  before  his  entry  into  the  armed  serv- 
ices, that  he’s  now  with  the  army  in  France 
and  has  his  dreams  in  Technicolor  ...  A 
happy  couple  at  the  Northwest  Variety  Club 
last  Saturday  night  was  the  recently  wedded 
Sgt.  Lowell  Kaplan,  Ruben  circuit  booker 
before  entering  the  army,  and  his  Wac 
bride,  also  a sergeant. 

Word  comes  from  Georgia  Sharpe,  nee 
Yerxa,  head  RKO  inspector,  that  she  and 
her  husband  are  honeymooning  at  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  following  their  recent  wedding  here 
. . . RKO  here  was  in  second  place  in  the 
Ned  Depinet  sales  contest  in  the  third  week 
after  leading  the  entire  procession  the  first 
two  weeks.  Detroit  edged  the  lead  away 
from  the  local  branch. 

Ben  Blotcky,  Paramount  manager,  an- 
nounces that  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  will 
have  its  first  regular  showing  in  the  terri- 
tory at  the  State  here,  starting  March  16 
. . . Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  Bert  Parson,  Springfield,  Minn.; 
Guy  Thorne,  Sandstone,  Minn.;  Don  Buck- 
ley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.,  and  Jack  Hey- 
wood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.  ...  A large  turn- 
out for  RKO  tradescreening  of  “Its  a 
Pleasure.” 

Orlean  Anderson  is  a charming  addition 
to  the  20th-Fox  booking  department  . . . 
Like  the  night  clubs  and  other  public  es- 
tablishments, the  Northwest  Variety  Club 
must  obey  the  government’s  new  midnight 


TRIGGER  NO  LIKE— Bill  Grant,  Min- 
neapolis branch  manager  for  Republic, 
tries  out  the  famous  Roy  Rogers  saddle 
on  Trigger,  but  Rogers  hangs  on  in  case 
Trigger  decides  to  go  some  place. 


curfew  for  fun  spots.  Accordingly,  its  clos- 
ing hour  while  the  decree  is  in  effect  will 
be  11:45  p.  m. 

The  March  of  Dimes  count  still  isn’t  com- 
plete, but  the  totals  are  running  farther  and 
farther  ahead  of  last  year’s  sum,  a record 
high,  as  more  reports  come  in,  according  to 
Bill  Sears  and  W.  H.  Workman,  co-chair- 
men for  the  state. 


Weekly  Rummy  Party 

MINNEAPOLIS — Northwest  Variety  Club 
has  started  a weekly  Thursday  night  gin 
rummy  tournament  for  members  and  their 
wives.  Cash  prizes  will  be  given  for  high 
scores.  Tournaments  start  at  8 p.  m.  and 
continue  through  to  11:30  p.  m. 


Merv  Neeley  Sells  Out 

GRISWOLD,  IOWA — Merv  Neeley,  partner 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Arch  Conklin,  in 
the  Globe  Theatre  here,  has  sold  his  interest 
in  the  house  to  Conklin.  Neeley  will  move  to 
California,  due  to  illness  of  Mrs.  Neeley. 


Roy  Cronland  Is  Salesman 

OMAHA — Roy  Cronland,  an  Omahan,  is 
the  new  Paramount  salesman  and  will  han- 
dle the  western  Nebraska  territory.  He  comes 
here  from  Denver  where  he  has  been  working 
in  film  business. 


Showman  to  Small  Town  to  Write 


DES  MOINES — Eddie  Forester,  manager 
of  the  Des  Moines  Theatre  for  three  years 
and  a member  of  the  Tri-States  Theatre 
Corp.  for  the  last  15  years,  is  leaving  that 
organization  next  week  to  write  a novel. 

Forester,  who  has  sold  numerous  short 
stories  and  articles  to  magazines  and  news- 
papers, has  been  working  on  a historical 
novel  in  which  Hollywood  is  interested  as 
the  basis  for  a picture. 

Forester  has  bought  the  Lux  Theatre  at 
Messena,  Iowa,  and  the  Leo  Theatre  at 
Cumberland,  Iowa,  and  will  oversee  the 


operation  of  both  theatres.  Each  house  plays 
four  days  weekly,  and  Forester  feels  that 
he  will  have  more  time  for  his  writing  than 
he  has  had  in  the  past. 

Prior  to  his  relationship  with  Tri- States, 
Eddie  Forester  was  a performer.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  other  duties  in  Des  Moines,  he 
has  broadcast  three  times  each  week  under 
the  name  of  Eddie  Pix. 

Forester’s  wife  and  son  will  remain  in  Des 
Moines  temporarily.  No  announcement  has 
as  yet  been  made  as  to  the  new  manager 
for  the  Des  Moines  Theatre. 


Silverstone  Declares 
British  Encouraged 

From  Eastern  Edition 

NEW  YORK — Arthur  Silverstone,  20th-Fox 
home  office  representative,  has  returned  here 
from  a year’s  stay  in  Great  Britain,  where  he 
found  theatre  business  flourishing,  and  re- 
ported that  the  company  enjoyed  in  1944  a 40 
per  cent  increase  in  revenue  as  compared 
with  two  years  before.  He  attributed  the  in- 
crease not  only  to  a general  boost  in  theatre 
business  but  to  better  product. 

He  expressed  no  concern  about  the  post- 
war market  in  England  for  U.S.  films,  adding 
that  if  the  present  standard  of  product  is 
maintained  business  should  be  satisfactory, 
particularly  for  the  better  pictures.  Silver- 
stone reported  that  about  5,000  theatres  are 
operating  now.  This  is  approximately  200 
fewer  than  before  the  war.  These  200  thea- 
tres were  badly  damaged  in  the  various  blitzes 
and  will  not  reopen  until  after  the  war. 

British  theatres  are  limited  to  virtually  one 
newspaper  advertisement  weekly  and  this 
measures  approximately  one  column  by  three 
inches  in  depth.  Neighborhood  theatres  are 
not  permitted  to  advertise  in  any  manner  and 
handbills  are  barred  to  all. 

He  reported  no  change  in  the  length  of 
engagements,  the  bigger  films  remaining  as 
long  as  six  weeks. 

By  spreading  the  first  runs  over  a period 
of  three  weeks  instead  of  the  former  two 
weeks,  distributors  are  able  to  save  about  30 
prints  in  bookings  of  150  theatres  in  the  Lon- 
don area. 

Silverstone  reported  on  completed  plans  for 
the  production  in  England  of  “Wanted  for 
Murder,”  to  be  produced  by  Marcel  Heilman 
and  distributed  throughout  the  world  by  20th- 
Fox.  Heilman  is  the  producer  of  “Janie”  and 
“Amateur  Gentleman,”  released  in  the  U.S. 
within  the  past  few  years. 

Production  is  expected  to  start  in  April  and 
one  of  J.  Arthur  Rank’s  studios  will  be  used. 
"Wanted  for  Murder”  is  based  on  a play  that 
had  an  extended  engagement  at  the  Lyceum 
Theatre,  London.  It  will  be  a joint  venture 
between  20th-Fox  and  Heilman,  with  the  for- 
mer associated  in  the  financing. 

Des  Moines  Paramount 
Is  Leased  for  "Wilson" 

DES  MOINES — Twentieth-Fox  Corp.  has 
leased  the  Paramount  Theatre  downtown  for 
a roadshowing  of  “Wilson.”  The  picture  will 
be  here  for  three  days,  March  7-9.  The  Para- 
mount is  a Tri-States  house.  Seymour  C.  “Sy” 
Freedman,  exploiteer,  is  here  working  on  pro- 
motion for  the  picture. 


Shift  at  20th-Fox 

MINNEAPOLIS — Warren  Branton  will  take 
over  northern  Minnesota  for  20th-Fox,  the 
territory  covered  by  Casper  Chouinard  who 
resigned  to  return  to  the  UA  sales  staff. 
Branton  had  been  covering  South  Dakota. 
Jack  Cohen,  branch  manager,  hasn’t  filled 
the  vacancies  created  by  the  resignation  of 
Choinard  and  that  of  Sol  Malisow,  the  lat- 
ter prompted  by  the  necessity  of  complying 
with  a draft  board  to  find  employment  in 
an  essential  war  industry. 


Exhibitor  Now  Salesman 

MINNEAPOLIS — Russ  Pettingill  has  joined 
the  Universal  sales  staff  and  will  cover  north- 
ern Minnesota.  He  formerly  owned  and 
operated  a theatre  at  Superior,  Wis.,  which 
was  bought  by  the  Bennie  Berger  circuit. 


Foch  With  Morris  in  "Surprise" 

Nina  Foch  will  play  opposite  Chester 
Morris  in  Columbia’s  “Surprise  in  the  Night.” 
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Detroit  Time  Confusion 
May  Benefit  Theatres 


Moody  & Dickinson 
Buys  Profili  Houses 

PITTSBURGH— Theatres  at  Frederick- 
town,  Vestaburg  and  Nemacolin  have  been 
acquired  by  Moody  & Dickinson  Theatres 
from  Peter  Profili.  Announcement  of  the 
transfer  was  made  by  C.  W.  Dickinson, 
Brownsville,  Pa. 

The  Brownsville  theatre  company  took  over 
operations  March  1,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Profili,  veteran  exhibitors,  retiring  from  the 
field.  Involved  in  the  transfer  are  the  Grand, 
Fredericktown;  American,  Vestaburg,  and  the 
Nemacolin,  Nemacolin.  Transfer  considera- 
tion was  not  announced.  The  Profilis  have 
other  business  interests  to  which  they  will 
devote  their  time.  Dickinson’s  partner,  George 
Moody,  died  some  years  ago,  and  Moody’s 
widow  has  carried  on  duties  in  connection 
with  operation  and  management  of  Browns- 
ville theatres.  Dickinson  is  a veteran  ex- 
hibitor and  an  old-time  film  salesman. 

Kendis  to  National  Screen 
Office  Manager's  Job 

CLEVELAND — Nat  Barach,  National  Screen 
Service  manager,  announces  the  appointment 
of  George  Kendis  as  office  manager  in  charge 
of  operations. 

Kendis,  who  has  been  with  NSS  three  years, 
has  been  in  the  film  industry  since  1928.  For 
many  years  he  operated  his  own  exchange 
distributing  J.  D.  Kendis  productions.  He 
was  also  associated  with  the  Exhibitors  Poster 
Service  which  was  absorbed  five  years  ago 
by  NSS. 

Daumeyer  Heads  Workers' 
Local  for  Third  Time 

CINCINNATI— Local  F37,  Film  Workers 
union,  held  its  annual  election  with  George 
Daumeyer  of  Warners  being  returned  to  the 
chair  as  president  for  the  third  time.  Bob 
Morrell  of  Metro  was  re-elected  business  man- 
ager for  the  third  time.  Gladys  Poliak  of 
Metro  was  returned  as  secretary  for  the  sec- 
ond term.  Others  elected  were  Marie  Klag 
of  RKO,  treasurer,  and  A1  Kolkemeyer,  Uni- 
versal, vice-president. 

Nick  Fourgis  Is  Executed 
In  Greece  by  Germans 

MOUNT  PLEASANT,  PA. — Chris  Fourgis, 
manager  of  the  Grand,  has  received  word 
from  Greece  that  his  brother,  Nick  Fourgis, 
has  been  executed  by  the  Nazis.  Nick  was 
an  old-time  exhibitor  in  this  area  and  was 
the  first  partner  of  K.  A.  “Gus”  Vaveris,  well- 
known  theatre  owner.  Some  years  ago  he 
transferred  his  theatre  interests  to  his  brother 
Chris  and  returned  to  his  homeland. 

Old  Flicker  Showcase 
Will  Glow  Once  More 

PITTSBURGH — Closed  since  the  “good 
old  silent  days”  of  flickering  celluloid,  the 
Star,  Weedville,  is  being  prepared  for  re- 
opening around  the  first  of  April.  A woman 
school  teacher  is  backing  the  project  for  the 
theatre  at  Weedville,  a small  community 
twelve  miles  west  of  St.  Marys. 


Lyceum  at  Findlay,  Ohio, 
Suffers  a $5,000  Fire 

FINDLAY,  OHIO — Fire  caused  an  esti- 
mated damage  of  $5,000  to  the  Lyceum  The- 
atre here.  The  blaze  started  in  the  projection 
room.  No  one  was  injured.  Repairs  to  the 
house  are  being  rushed. 


DETROIT — The  midnight  curfew  order  on 
theatres  was  received  with  a general  wish  to 
comply  to  the  letter  by  local  theatre  opera- 
tors, despite  the  obvious  financial  losses  in 
many  instances. 

Among  the  hardest  hit  are  the  first  run 
theatres,  which  have  normally  run  their 
shows  later  than  neighborhoods  in  Detroit, 
and  have  had  a number  of  midnight  show 
policies  as  well. 

A respite  for  these  houses  and  others,  how- 
ever, appeared  possible  in  the  highly  muddled 
standard  time  situation.  A bill  was  passed  by 
the  legislature  last  week,  effective  March  17, 
making  central  war  time  the  official  time 
for  Michigan;  in  effect,  reverting  to  eastern 
standard  for  the  state. 

However,  the  Detroit  city  council  decided 
to  stick  by  the  war  time,  which  will  result 
in  one  actual  time  and  a different  legal  time 
for  Detroit.  Answer,  according  to  observers, 
is  that  theatres  can  stay  open  until  1:00  a.  m., 
Detroit  time,  which  will  then  be  only  mid- 
night by  legal  time.  As  most  first  runs  close 
down  between  12:30  and  12:50  a.  m.,  this  will 
allow  them  to  get  along  without  changes  in 
their  operating  schedules. 

All-night  theatres  were  worst  hit  of  all  by 
the  order,  with  operators  pointing  out  that 
the  Byrnes  order  runs  directly  contrary  to 
wartime  morale  requirements,  in  that  war 
workers  on  late  shifts  need  these  owl  shows 
and  all-night  theatres  for  their  recreation. 
Alex  Schreiber,  head  of  Associated  Theatres, 
proposed  that  all-night  houses  could  reopen 
at  1:00  a.  m„  as  the  order  failed  to  say  how 
long  the  theatres  should  stay  closed. 

Many  Theatres  Are  Affected 
In  the  Cleveland  Area 

CLEVELAND — The  midnight  curfew  af- 
fected most  of  the  downtown  theatres,  which 
have  offered  midnight  Saturday  shows  for 
many  years;  the  affiliated  neighborhood 
houses  and  about  half  a dozen  independent 
subsequent  run  theatres.  The  Knickerbocker, 
an  Associated  circuit  house,  is  the  only  one 
which  presents  a midweek  late  war  workers 
show. 

Warner  circuit  and  Loew  theatres  in  this 


ON  STUDIO  VISIT— Syd  Lehman,  Re- 
public’s Pittsburgh  branch  manager,  is 
greeted  by  Roy  Rogers  at  the  North 
Hollywood  studios. 


area — at  Akron,  Canton,  Youngstown,  Chilli- 
cothe,  Findlay,  Lorain,  Mansfield  and  Mas- 
silon  and  Toledo — likewise  were  affected. 

Schedules  in  all  the  theatres  were  scaled 
down  to  requirements.  It  was  not  announced 
whether  the  change  will  result  in  any  curtail- 
ment of  double  features.  The  majority  of 
subsequent  run  houses  regularly  play  double 
features,  but  the  downtown  first  run  houses 
play  single-feature  policy. 

While  acknowledging  that  this  policy  will 
cause  financial  loss,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
emergency  will  be  of  short  duration. 


Ban  on  Midnight  Showings  Affects 
About  24  Houses  in  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH — The  midnight  closing  or- 
der will  prevent  future  exhibitions  at  that 
hour  at  theatres  in  approximately  24  situa- 
tions in  this  area.  Probably  less  than  a 
dozen  of  these  theatres  had  established  poli- 
cies of  midnight  shows  while  the  remaining 
dozen  theatres  had  “off-and-on”  midnight 
schedules.  The  former  “midnight”  accounts 
included  these  situations:  Grove  City,  Frank- 
lin, Altoona,  Apollo,  Erie,  Somerset,  Leech- 
burg,  Johnstown,  Sharon,  Oil  City,  Fairmont, 
State  Cottage,  Clarksburg,  Morgantown, 
Wheeling,  Vandergrift,  Indiana,  Blairsville 
and  others.  Pittsburgh’s  only  established 
midnight  show  (Sunday)  was  at  the  Casino, 
burlesque  house.  Dozens  of  city  area  houses 
presented  holiday  midnight  shows. 


The  Byrnes  Edict  Cancels  Four 
Columbus  Midnight  Shows 

COLUMBUS — Midnight  curfew  proclaimed 
by  Director  of  War  Mobilization  James  F. 
Byrnes  cancels  midnight  shows  at  the  RKO 
Grand,  Loew’s  Ohio  and  RKO  Palace  and  a 
war  workers’  late  show  at  the  Grand.  All  of 
these  downtown  theatres  announced  their 
full  compliance  with  the  request. 

The  Grand  has  been  running  its  war  work- 
ers’ shows  on  Thursday  until  5 a.  m„  plus  the 
Saturday  midnight  show.  The  Ohio  and  Pal- 
ace had  only  the  Saturday  midnight  shows 
with  the  last  feature  usually  starting  at  1 
a.  m.  All  of  the  affected  theatres  said  the 
order  would  not  result  in  dismissals,  since  the 
longer  shows  were  worked  by  regular  staffs 
on  overtime. 

Southern  Ohio  Theatres  Are 
Not  Hard  Hit  by  Curfew 

CINCINNATI — Theatres  in  the  southern 
Ohio  area  are  not  greatly  affected  by  the  re- 
cent order  of  war  mobilizer,  James  F.  Byrnes, 
for  a midnight  closing  of  all  places  of  amuse- 
ments. 

Downtown  RKO  theatres  will  discontinue 
midnight  shows.  Willis  Vance,  operator  of  the 
20th  Century  suburban  house  will  discontinue 
a late  show  on  Saturday  night  for  war 
workers. 

East  Liberty  Bldg.  Is  Sold 
For  Unit  of  Harris  Co. 

PITTSBURGH— The  Liberty  Theatre  Bldg., 
East  Liberty,  has  been  purchased  from  the 
Pioneer  Land  Co.  of  Pittsburgh  by  the  East 
Liberty  Theatre  Corp.,  a Harris  Amusement 
Co.  unit.  The  purchase  price  of  the  building, 
which  has  been  operated  under  lease  to  the 
Harris  circuit  for  six  years,  was  not  an- 
nounced. The  property  is  assessed  at  more 
than  $140,000. 
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“Winged  Victory”  saluted  Sgt.  Forrest  Lee 
Vosler,  Medal  of  Honor  winner,  when  all 
members  of  the  air  force  show  autographed 
a special  souvenir  program  which  was  pub- 
lished and  neatly  decorated  in  honor  of  the 
wounded  war  veteran. 

Andy  Battiston,  theatre  premium  distribu- 
tor, states  that  ‘‘premiums  are  really  through.” 
His  local  area  deals  will  be  discontinued 
within  a few  weeks  . . . Art  Levy,  Columbia 
manager,  had  an  exceptionally  good  turnout 
for  the  luncheon  and  sneak-preview  of  “A 
Song  to  Remember.”  The  Hollywood  Show 
Bar  management  opened  the  balcony  to  ac- 
commodate the  luncheon  guests.  The  artistic, 
sumptuously  beautiful  drama,  featuring  clas- 
sical music,  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  J.  P. 
Harris'  matinee  patrons  as  well  as  the  trade 
audience  and  representatives  of  the  press. 
No  screening  invitation  in  years  brought  out 
as  many  exhibitors  from  all  parts  of  the  ter- 
ritory as  did  the  luncheon  preview  as  staged 
by  Columbia. 

Bill  Probst,  Universal  booker,  went  into  the 
army  last  Friday.  He  is  married  and  is  the 
father  of  two  children  . . . Jim  O’Keefe,  old- 
time  film  and  theatre  man,  who  has  worked 
and  resided  in  Carnegie  for  several  years,  was 
visited  recently  by  a friend  who  had  talked 
with  O'Keefe’s  daughter  in  Nazi-occupied 
France.  The  daughter  had  not  been  heard 
from  in  four  years  until  the  friend,  who  had 
escaped  from  a German  prisoner-of-war 
camp,  saw  and  talked  with  her  a few  months 
ago  in  Lyon. 

Local  Paramount  organization  spent  three 
days  in  Philadelphia  this  week  attending  a 
meeting  of  company  representatives  of  Earle 
Sweigert’s  district.  Attending  from  Pittsburgh 
were  David  Kimelman,  manager,  and  E.  M. 
Stuve,  R.  E.  Caskey,  Charles  Mergen,  Guy  H. 
Peterson  and  Louis  Averbach,  salesmen,  Bill 
Brooks,  booking  head,  and  Jim  Levine,  ex- 
ploiteer. 

Pvt.  Eddie  Moore,  paratrooper  son  of  George 
Moore,  veteran  salesman  for  20th-Fox,  has 
recuperated  from  injuries  sustained  in  train- 
ing and  has  returned  to  duties  after  a fur- 
lough at  home.  Eddie  suffered  a broken  leg 
as  the  result  of  his  sixth  jump  at  Fort  Ben- 
ning  Ga.  He  has  been  in  service  two  years 
. . . Pvt.  Jimmy  Sippey,  former  UA  shipper, 
was  here  on  furlough  from  a southern  train- 
ing camp. 

R.  D.  Ekas  of  the  Mars,  Pa.,  borough 
schools,  has  entered  a three-year  subscrip- 
tion for  BOXOFFICE.  One  film  program 
each  week  is  booked  for  the  high  school  audi- 
torium at  Mars,  home  of  Bill  Eythe,  20th-Fox 
star.  Eythe  had  been  scheduled  as  honor 
guest  at  a special  dinner  here  last  Friday 
evening,  but  it  had  to  be  canceled  as  he  was 
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recalled  from  a vacation  in  New  York  to  re- 
turn to  the  studio  for  assignment. 

Pvt.  Lon  McCallister,  who  is  doing  pub- 
licity work  in  advance  of  “Winged  Victory,” 
furloughed  several  days  at  Eythe’s  home  in 
Mars,  and  when  McCallister  moved  on  to 
Philadelphia,  Bill  spent  a day  or  so  in  Pitts- 
burgh, before  going  to  New  York.  Eythe,  who 
was  rejected  for  service  because  of  a punc- 
tured eardrum,  was  scheduled  for  re-examina- 
tion, he  told  us  several  weeks  ago. 

Bob  Kaye,  M-G-M  salesman,  has  had  a 
cyst  removed  from  his  right  eye  . . . Charlie 
Baron,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  ordered  a large 
quantity  of  special  Van  Johnson  fan  photos 
and  is  offering  them  at  cost  . . . Joe  Seyboldt 
jr„  projectionist  at  the  Regent,  Erie,  and  son 
of  the  veteran  Gem  exhibitor,  is  a proud  papa. 
It’s  a son.  Infant  and  mother  are  doing  well. 

Harry  Browarsky,  city  exhibitor,  is  vacation- 
ing in  Florida  . . . Sgt.  Jack  Kahn,  formerly 
a local  Warner  circiut  house  manager,  here 
on  rotation  furlough  after  campaigns  in 
Africa  and  France,  and  Adelaine  Victorhaus 
were  married  at  Webster  Hall  last  week  . . . 
Cpl.  Saul  Steinfeld,  “Aberdeen  Commando” 
and  formerly  of  Filmrow,  was  a visitor. 

G.  J.  “Jerry”  Geinzer,  Suterville  and 
Broughton  exhibitor,  underwent  an  emergency 
appendectomy  at  St.  Francis  Hospital  here 
last  Friday  . . . George  Lefko,  Warners'  Chi- 
cago salesman  who  was  an  RKO  manager 
here  several  years  ago,  was  a weekend  visi- 
tor . . . Theodore  Mikolowsky,  Masontown  ex- 
hibitor, visited  in  Akron  last  week  . . . Saal 
Gottlieb,  M-G-M  manager,  is  endeavoring  to 
close  the  March  of  Dimes  books  as  soon  as 
possible  and  is  asking  for  all  reports. 

Third  festival  season  of  La  Scala  Opera  at 
Syria  Mosque,  May  3-9,  will  present  Marti- 
nelli,  Martini,  Della  Chiesa,  Baccaloni,  Reg- 
giani,  Castagna,  Moscona,  Heidt,  Ercole, 
Grace  Moore  and  many  other  artists. 

Edgar  E.  Shaffer,  Slippery  Rock  exhibitor, 
visiting  on  Filmrow  recently,  inquired  regard- 
ing the  purchase  of  a popcorn  machine.  It 
seems  he  lost  his  theatre  profits  some  weeks 
ago  when  his  machine  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  the  lobby  of  his  Roxy.  He  blamed  defective 
wiring  as  the  cause  of  the  fire  and  advises 
theatre  owners  and  others  to  disconnect  the 
popcorn  machine  plug-in  wire  when  “not 
popping.” 

Andy  Biordi  stated  on  Filmrow  this  week 
that  he  enrolled  the  Majestic,  Ellwood  City, 
with  Pennsylvania  Enterprises,  Inc.,  buy- 
ing and  booking  combine  . . . Bulletin 
Index,  local  news  magazine,  introduced  a new 
weekly  feature,  a biographical  sketch  of  an 
interesting  and  noteworthy  Pittsburgher. 
And  the  first  subject  was  John  Bernard 

“Bernie”  Armstrong,  veteran  theatre  and 
radio  organist,  who  is  well  and  favorably 

known  in  theatre  circles. 

P /O  Edwin  P.  Brown,  former  Wesleyville 
exhibitor,  spent  a day  or  two  in  Erie  after 

returning  from  a trip  across  the  Atlantic. 

M.  N.  Shapiro  has  named  Bert  Bodner,  Purple 
Heart  winner,  as  assistant  manager  at  the 
Hazelwood.  Honorably  discharged  from  the 
army,  Bodner  had  been  in  action  in  the 
glider  service  in  the  South  Pacific  . . . Ralph 
“Ray”  Mervis,  navy  photographer  of  the 
Mervis  Bros,  circuit,  was  here  on  leave  after 
another  tour  of  South  America. 

John  J.  Stuckey,  Everett  exhibitor,  is  at  an 
Altoona  hospital  for  a rest  and  checkup.  His 
brother,  A.  C.  “Ace”  Stuckey,  is  looking  after 
their  Everett  enterprises  . . . Art  Greenblatt, 
Monogram  district  manager,  was  a weekend 
visitor  here  ...  A.  John  Mayer,  M-G-M  office 


manager,  off  duty  for  several  days  with  a cold, 
has  returned  to  his  desk. 

The  George  Tices  (he’s  the  Columbia  city 
sales  representative)  observed  their  22nd  an- 
niversary the  other  day.  Their  daughter, 
Dorothy,  formerly  of  the  Warner  exchange 
staff,  has  just  received  her  “cap”  after  six 
months’  training  as  a nurses’s  aide  . . . James 
Zearfoss,  Austin  exhibitor,  is  back  on  the  job 
after  recuperating  from  an  illness.  He  has 
given  up  all  duties  in  Austin  other  than  op- 
erating the  Community  Theatre. 

Tommy  Andrews,  Emporium  exhibitor  and 
sportsman,  with  friends  recently  found  a 
snowbound  deer  in  the  mountains  which  was 
so  weak  that  they  had  to  put  food  in  its 
mouth.  After  digging  out  the  deer  and  leaving 
additional  food,  the  animal  followed  the  res- 
cuers. 

Jack  Fontaine,  Paramount’s  shipping  head, 
is  back  on  the  job  after  undergoing  a serious 
operation  a number  of  weeks  ago  . . . A1 
Nordquist,  Galeton  exhibitor,  visited  with  a 
son  who  is  a college  student  in  New  York 
state  . . . Phil  Brozier,  Avella  exhibitor,  has 
been  notified  that  the  youngest  of  his  two 
sons  in  uniform  has  been  wounded  in  the 
European  theatre  of  war. 

Wally  Anderson,  Mt.  Jewett  circuit  opera- 
tor, temporarily  is  serving  as  projectionist  at 
his  house  in  Eldred  . . . Eddie  Moriarty, 
M-G-M  salesman,  is  awaiting  orders  to  re- 
port for  duty  in  the  army,  and  Eddie  Mackins, 
M-G-M  booker,  who  had  been  off  duty  for 
several  weeks  due  to  an  old  injury,  has  been 
ordered  to  take  an  essential  job  within  30 
days  or  go  into  uniform  . . . Contact  Syd 
Lehman,  Republic  manager,  regarding  co- 
operation stunts  in  connection  with  Roy 
Rogers’  appearance  with  the  international 
rodeo  at  the  Gardens  April  30  through  May  5. 

Detroit  Censor  Quits 
To  Become  Salesman 

DETROIT — Lieut.  Joseph  M.  Kollar,  for- 
mer Detroit  motion  picture  and  stage  censor, 
retired  last  week  after  25  years  of  service,  and 
immediately  stepped  back  into  the  motion 
picture  field  as  city  salesman  for  Mono- 
gram. Kollar  was  the  successor  to  Lieut. 
Royal  A.  Baker  as  film  censor.  He  is  cred- 
ited with  using  his  film  sense  to  secure  the 
first  conviction  of  a drunken  driver  in  traf- 
fic court  by  the  aid  of  motion  pictures. 

Kollar,  who  served  in  both  Mexico  and  Rus- 
sia in  the  last  war,  received  the  Silver  Star 
Medal  and  the  British  Military  Medal  for 
exceptional  gallantry.  He  was  given  ten  cita- 
tions during  his  police  service,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Police  Sergeants  and  Lieutenants 
Ass’n,  as  well  as  inducing  the  Detroit  police 
to  sponsor  Boy  Scout  troops. 

He  is  taking  a brief  vacation  at  his  home 
town  of  Reading,  Pa„  before  starting  work 
with  Monogram.  Kollar  is  48  years  of  age. 

He  is  replacing  Robert  Haskins,  who  has 
left  to  go  into  war  work  with  the  Ford 
Motor  Co. 

Canton  Points  With  Pride 
To  Dimes  Drive  Total 

CANTON — Canton’s  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign for  the  infantile  paralysis  fund  wili 
pass  $24,000  and  exceed  last  year’s  record  col- 
lection by  at  least  $9,000,  it  was  announced  by 
Postmaster  L.  J.  Elscesser,  county  chairman. 
Collections  in  the  theatres  totaled  $7,769  or 
about  $900  more  than  last  year.  The  women 
of  Nazir  Grotto  handled  the  collections  in 
Loew’s  theatres. 


From  "Dawn"  to  "City  Lights" 

The  title  of  Republic’s  “Return  at  Dawn” 
has  been  changed  to  “Behind  City  Lights,” 
its  release  tag. 


78 


BOXOFFICE  : : March  3,  1945 


Pitl  to  Bear  Down 
In  Red  Cross  Drive 


BATTING  THE  BREEZE  WITH  “VICTORY”  PERSONNEL— Recent  visitors 
at  the  Pittsburgh  film  exchanges  included  many  members  of  the  “Winged  Vic- 
tory” company.  Grouped  in  the  center  of  the  large  photo  at  the  M-G-M  office 
are  Sgt.  Barry  Nelson,  S/Sgt.  Mark  Daniels  and  Cpl.  John  Tyers,  under  con- 
tract to  Leo  prior  to  going  into  uniform.  Pictured  with  the  Pittsburgh  branch 
exchange  girls  and  the  AAF  boys  of  “Winged  Victory”  are  two  former  M-G-M 
employes  who  were  home  on  furlough,  S/Sgt.  Harry  Lockhart,  left,  here  from 
Camp  Maxie,  Tex.  (he  is  the  son  of  Kay  Lockhart,  second  from  left  of  photo, 
secretary  to  John  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M’s  central  division  manager),  and  T/5 
Joseph  Stack,  right,  recently  returned  after  30  months  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Inset  photo  shows  Sgt.  Dick  Hogan,  Pvt.  Jimmy  Engler,  Herman  Beiers- 
dorf,  20th -Fox  branch  manager;  Sgt.  Barry  Nelson  and  Cpl.  Ray  McDonald. 

Mission  accomplished  (*)  in  Pittsburgh,  the  “Winged  Victory”  tour  continues. 

(*)  The  great  AAF  stage  production  grossed  §90,000  for  army  charities  in 
two  weeks  at  the  Nixon. 


PITTSBURGH — More  than  600  theatres  in 
this  area  signed  pledges  of  complete  co- 
operation for  participation  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  1945  Red  Cross  War  Fund  week, 
prior  to  the  industry  rally  at  the  William 
Penn  Hotel.  Pledges  of  only  four  theatres 
in  the  entire  area  were  unreported  at  that 
time,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  there  would 
be  a 100  per  cent  representation  when  the 
drive  opened. 

N.  Peter  Rathvon,  president  of  RKO  and 
national  chairman  of  the  industry  drive,  out- 
lined the  1945  Red  Cross  War  Fund  week 
and  made  suggestions  regarding  theatre  col- 
lections. 

W.  A.  Scully,  Universal  general  sales  man- 
ager, urged  complete  cooperation  throughout 
the  drive  and  he  paid  tribute  to  Pittsburgh’s 
War  Activities  Committee. 

Air  Hero  Talks 

Lieut.  Fred  Suehle  of  Philadelphia,  awarded 
the  Air  Medal  with  clusters,  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross  and  a double  Presidential  Cita- 
tion, who  bagged  four  enemy  planes  and  who 
returned  to  this  country  after  completing  109 
missions  in  the  Mediterranean  area,  hailed 
the  Red  Cross  and  reported  on  many  of  the 
great  humanitarian  organization’s  activities. 

Another  speaker  was  Arthur  Mayer,  well- 
known  New  York  exhibitor  and  deputy  com- 
missioner of  the  Red  Cross  in  the  South  Pa- 
cific. “Two  weeks  ago  today  I was  in  Guam, 
and  I traveled  10,000  miles  by  air  to  address 
a few  of  these  meetings,  to  bring  you  a mes- 
sage of  importance  regarding  the  services  of 
the  Red  Cross,”  he  said.  Mayer  told  of  field 
directors,  clubs  and  hospital  services  and  he 
emphasized  the  wonderful  contribution  of 
16mm  motion  pictures. 

Peter  Dana,  Universal  manager  and  local 
WAC  chairman  for  1945,  conducted  the  meet- 
ing. On  the  dais  were  Mrs.  Joseph  John 
DiSalvo,  Red  Cross  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee in  charge  of  Red  Cross  workers  at  Pitts- 
burgh’s de  luxe  theatres;  I.  W.  Danforth,  local 
general  chairman;  M.  A.  Silver,  Warner  cir- 
cuit zone  manager  and  co-chairman  of  the 
Red  Cross  drive,  exhibitors  division;  Morris 
M.  Finkel,  president  of  AMPTO  of  West 
Pennsylvania,  exhibitor  co-chairman;  John 
H.  Harris,  WAC  national  executive  commit- 
teeman, and  Dave  Miller  of  Cleveland,  Uni- 
versal district  manager  and  district  chair- 
man, distributors  division,  for  Red  Cross  week. 
Former  State  Senator  Frank  J.  Harris,  presi- 
dent of  the  Harris  circuit,  who  has  very  ma- 
terially aided  the  WAC,  took  a bow  from  the 
rear  of  the  dining  room  when  he  was  intro- 
duced by  Peter  Dana. 

All  Branches  of  Industry 

Every  local  film  branch  manager,  all  sales- 
men, most  of  the  film  bookers,  office  man- 
agers and  other  distributor  representatives 
and  Paramount,  RKO  and  M-G-M  exploi- 
teers  were  in  attendance.  Art  Greenblatt, 
Monogram  district  manager;  Fred  J.  Herring- 
ton, AMPTO  secretary,  and  James  M.  Tot- 
man,  area  publicity  director  for  the  drive, 
were  present. 

Duke  Hickey,  MPPDA  field  representative, 
and  various  Warner  and  Harris  circuit  ex- 
ecutives, were  at  the  luncheon  meeting. 
Among  others  in  attendance  were  Charles 
Truran,  Meadville;  Fred  A.  Beedle,  Canons- 
burg;  James  H.  Rankin,  Bridgeville;  John  D. 
Walsh  jr. ; Ben  Amdur,  William  Finkel,  Pitts- 
burgh; Bert  M.  Stearn,  Cooperative  Theatre 
Service;  James  H.  Alexander  and  Bryan  D. 
Stoner,  Pennsylvania  Enterprises,  Inc. ; 
Arthur  F.  Morrone,  Superior  Motion  Picture 
Supply;  Newt  Williams,  National  Theatre 
Supply;  William  J.  Blatt,  Blatt  Bros,  circuit; 
H.  L.  Giles,  local  Red  Cross  executive  direc- 
tor, who  is  remembered  as  a veteran  employe 


of  Harry  Davis,  world’s  first  film  exhibitor, 
and  manager  of  the  old  Davis  here. 

Francis  Guehl  of  Universal  has  been  named 
as  assistant  to  Peter  Dana,  WAC  distributor 
chairman. 

"This  Is  Columbus"  Film 
Goes  Into  Production 

COLUMBUS — Writing  of  script  and  pre- 
paring for  shooting  scenes  for  the  city’s  pro- 
motional Technicolor  film  is  under  way.  S. 
A.  Carpenter,  president  of  Escar  Co.,  Cleve- 
land, arrived  February  28  to  supervise  pro- 
duction of  the  $14,000  film.  Money  to  finance 
the  venture  was  raised  by  Columbus  busi- 
ness men.  It  is  not  costing  the  taxpayers  a 
penny,  said  Mayor  James  A.  Rhodes. 

The  film,  to  be  titled  “This  Is  Columbus,” 
will  be  made  in  six  weeks.  It  will  be  shown 
before  luncheon  clubs,  P-TA  meetings  and 
other  civic  and  club  gatherings  and  will  be 
used  for  advertising  Columbus. 

Files  Bill  to  Legalize 
Bingo  in  Penn  Churches 

HARRISBURG — The  Pennsylvania  sen- 
ate’s law  and  order  committee  has  on  file 
a bill  which  would  permit  churches,  fire 
companies  and  service  men’s  organizations 
to  conduct  bingo  games  upon  payment  of  an 
annual  $50  registration  fee  to  the  state  reve- 
nue department  and  a $10  fee  to  the  political 
subdivision.  The  measure,  introduced  by 
Sen.  John  J.  McCreesh,  would  exempt  the 
organizations  named  from  present  common- 
wealth regulations  against  games  conducted 
for  prize  money,  provided  they  were  con- 
ducted as  public  functions  solely  for  the 
benefit  of  the  organizations. 


Break  All  Polio  Records 

CINCINNATI  — Hamilton  County  theatres 
broke  all  records  in  the  polio  fund  drive,  with 
RKO  houses  turning  in  $22,594.55  and  greater 
Cincinnati  independent  theatres  $11,618.33, 
making  a total  of  $34,214.88. 


Cincinnati  Red  Cross 
Drive  Inaugurated 

CINCINNATI — Heads  of  all  Cincinnati  ex- 
changes and  all  salesmen  in  the  mideastern 
area,  as  well  as  a representative  group  of  ex- 
hibitors from  all  sections,  filled  the  Queen 
City  Variety  Club  to  capacity  for  the  Red 
Cross  war  fund  drive  luncheon  meeting 
February  24. 

Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  RKO  Theatres  di- 
vision manager,  and  WAC  exhibitor  chair- 
man, served  as  toastmaster.  Speakers  includ- 
ed Si  Fabian,  national  WAC  exhibitor  chair- 
man; Abe  Montague,  Columbia  general  sales 
manager  and  national  WAC  distributor  head; 
Mayor  James  E.  Stewart,  Cincinnati;  Thomas 
M.  Conroy,  war  fund  chairman  for  the  Red 
Cross  and  Captain  Kaiser  of  the  army. 

Jose  Iturbi  was  introduced  as  was  Allen 
Moritz,  co-chairman  for  distributors.  Arthur 
Mannheimer,  head  of  National  Screen  .Service 
here,  will  handle  kits  and  trailers  as  in  pre- 
ceding years. 

Bill  Keys  and  William  Clark  represented 
Dayton,  and  Ray  Frisz,  Chakeres  circuit, 
Springfield. 

All  salesmen  from  the  exchanges  also  were 
present. 

Canton  Theatres  Again 
On  a Normal  Schedule 

CANTON — With  the  easing  of  the  coal 
shortage  here  theatres  and  other  places  of 
amusement  forced  to  suspend  operations  for 
a while,  again  are  operating  on  fulltime 
schedule. 

The  situation  became  so  bad  here  that  all 
of  the  city’s  nine  theatres  were  closed  three 
days  weekly.  It  was  the  first  time  in  years 
there  had  been  such  a widespread  closedown. 
Houses  will  continue  to  comply  with  the  out- 
side lights  ban,  operators  reported. 

The  city  has  only  one  dark  theatre  this 
winter,  the  Grand,  where  burlesque  has 
flopped  a couple  of  times  in  past  months. 
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“T^avie”  Davidson,  retired  20th-Fox  city 
salesman,  and  Mrs.  Davidson  last  week 
celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anniversary 
with  a family  dinner  attended  by  three  mar- 
ried daughters  and  their  families.  Absent 
was  a son  who  is  in  the  navy  . . . Jack  and 
Mrs.  Shulman  have  returned  from  a trip 
west,  where  they  went  to  see  their  son  Jimmy, 
an  airplane  navigator  who  has  since  left  for 
overseas  duty. 

H.  B.  Arstein,  manager  of  the  Heights  The- 
atre, got  the  Cleveland  Heights  board  of  edu- 
cation to  permit  students  to  attend  a matinee 
performance  of  “Wilson”  last  Tuesday.  All 
senior  high  and  junior  high  students  were 
excused  from  classes  at  2 p.  m.  to  see  the 
show.  Student  prices  were  35  cents.  There 
was  a capacity  house. 

Julius  Lamm,  manager  of  the  Uptown,  and 
Mrs.  Lamm  celebrated  their  30th  wedding  an- 
niversary Monday.  Their  oldest  son  Irving, 
a Chicago  theatre  manager,  came  in  for  the 
occasion  . . . Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager, 
doesn’t  think  that  train  travel  has  anything 
to  fear  from  airplane  travel.  And  he  bases 
his  opinion  on  personal  experience.  Recently 
he  started  back  to  Cleveland  by  plane  from 
Dallas,  where  he  was  vacationing,  but  the 
weather  turned  “sour”  and  he  and  the  missus 
had  to  take  a train.  The  trip  took  four  days, 
which,  says  Wolf,  is  a good  enough  reason  to 
stick  to  train  transportation  in  the  future. 

Dick  Wright,  Warner  assistant  zone  man- 
ager, had  as  guests  his  mother  and  sister 
from  Indianapolis  . . . The  Florida  film  col- 
ony was  joined  last  week  by  two  local  theatre 
circuit  owners.  John  D.  Kalafat,  president  of 
the  Associated  circuit,  left  Thursday  and  P.  E. 
Essick  of  the  Scoville,  Essick  & Reif  circuit, 
on  Friday. 

John  Ash,  M-G-M  auditor,  is  spending  a 
few  weeks  in  the  local  exchange.  It  is  about 
six  years  since  Ash  was  here  last  . . . The 
army  has  tagged  Jim  Ramicone  of  the  Gem, 
Akron,  and  Bob  Postmas  of  the  Rialto,  Akron, 
as  1A  material. 

Grace  Meier,  Red  Cross  field  director  and 
former  M-G-M  secretary,  has  reported  to 
Washington  for  active  duty  following  a vaca- 
tion of  several  months.  She  served  overseas 
two  years  and  is  now  waiting  for  a reassign- 
ment ...  Ed  Fisher,  Loew  Theatres  publicity 
director,  is  back  at  his  desk  after  a vacation. 
How,  he  is  constantly  being  asked,  does  one 
spend  a vacation  out  on  a farm  with  snow 
knee  deep  all  around? 

Howard  Burkhardt,  manager  of  Loew’s 
State,  was  in  New  York  . . . Sam  Gerace,  for- 
mer manager  for  the  Associated  circuit,  is 
missing  in  the  European  war  . . . Earl  King 
is  back  with  National  Theatre  Supply,  which 
he  left  last  summer  to  go  into  the  carpet 
business. 

The  Bernie  Paynes  of  Modern  Talking  Pic- 
tures have  moved  into  their  new  home  on 
Lake  Shore  Blvd.,  where  they  have  their  own 
beach  and  dispense  their  famous  brand  of 
hospitality  . . . Jack  Goldhar,  UA  district 
manager,  was  in  town  just  long  enough  to 
catch  a bad  cold  . . . Fred  Meyer,  Universal 
sales  manager,  was  here  the  greater  part  of 
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MEETING  THE  STARS— Sam  Gorrell, 
Cleveland  branch  manager  for  Repub- 
lic, poses  with  Roy  Rogers  and  Dale 
Evans  on  the  studio  lot  at  North  Holly- 
wood. 


the  week,  closeted  with  Manager  Joe  Krenitz 
and  visiting  with  circuit  buyers. 

M.  B.  Horwitz’s  Haltnorth  Theatre  has  hon- 
ored one  of  its  former  popcorn  boys  with 
lobby  publicity.  A blowup  of  an  official  war 
department  report  tells  how  Pvt.  Leo  L.  Zin- 
gale,  3812  East  117th  St.,  won  a DSC  by  direct- 
ing the  fire  of  his  infantry  comrades  while 
being  used  as  a human  decoy  by  his  Nazi 
captors  . . . M.  M.  Jacobs,  Imperial  Pictures, 
reports  that  first  showing  of  “Birth  of  a 
Star”  will  be  March  8 at  the  Circle  Theatre. 
The  40-minute  featurette  will  be  doubled  with 
“Mr.  Emmanuel.” 

Nate  Schultz,  Monogram  franchise  owner, 
almost  caused  a riot  when  he  wrote  his 
friends  back  home  that  he  was  enjoying  a 
heat  wave  in  Florida.  And  in  Cleveland  it 
still  was  snowing  . . . J.  S.  Jossey  has  left  for 
Tampa,  Fla.,  to  attend  the  opening  of  his  ex- 
ploitation picture,  “Mom  and  Dad,”  March  5. 

Word  was  received  here  that  the  mother 
of  Leo  Burkhardt,  Hippodrome  Theatre, 
Crestline,  was  fatally  burned  when  a fire 
started  when  she  was  alone  in  the  house  . . . 
S.  P.  Gorrel,  Republic  franchise  owner,  was 
out  in  the  territory  spreading  the  news  that 
John  Wayne  has  been  signed  up  for  five 
years,  Frank  Borsage  has  joined  Republic  as 
a producer,  and  that  “The  Amazing  Mr.  M,” 
which  he  saw  on  his  recent  trip  to  the  coast, 
is  a booking  “must.” 

A surprise  birthday  party  was  staged  for 
M.  B.  Horwitz  in  his  office  in  the  Film  Bldg, 
on  February  22.  His  son,  two  daughters  and 
their  children  brought  the  ice  cream  and  cake 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nat  Wolf  have  as  guest  their 
nephew,  Lieut.  Charles  Wolf,  Texas.  He  is 
pilot  of  a B25,  home  for  reassignment  . . . 
Nickie  Condello  of  the  Pastime,  Coshocton, 
is  now  a member  of  the  coast  guard. 

Lieut.  Proctor  Jones,  back  from  a year  and 
a half  overseas,  is  now  stationed  at  the  army 
service  forces  headquarters,  Special  Service 
Div.,  25  West  43rd  St.,  New  York.  He  and  his 
family  are  living  in  Pelham  . . . Peter  Bellamy, 
motion  picture  editor  of  the  News,  has  passed 
his  physical  and  reports  for  active  duty  next 
week.  He  has  a wife  and  a two-year-old 


daughter  . . . Florence  Gordon,  former  secre- 
tary of  Warner  District  Manager  Charles 
Rich,  now  Mrs.  Philip  Aster,  is  in  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.,  where  her  lieutenant  husband  is  sta- 
tioned. 

Lieut.  Del  Evans,  formerly  with  Warner 
Theatres  here,  now  is  in  France  in  an  artil- 
lery unit  . . . Bud  Gilliam,  another  Warner 
Theatres  man,  is  in  Bronxville  following  a 
long  term  service  in  North  Africa  . . . Marty 
Friedman,  one  time  Vitagraph  booker  and 
for  three  years  a marine  stationed  on  the 
west  coast,  is  going  through  a training  period 
in  anticipation  of  a change  of  locale. 

Pvt.  Gus  Davis,  ex-Cooperative  Theatres 
booker,  reports  there  is  no  snow  where  he  is 
in  India  . . . George  Shenker,  owner  of  the 
Lorain  Theatre  who  recently  suffered  a heart 
ailment,  is  home  from  the  hospital  and  plans 
to  take  an  extended  rest  before  making  his 
usual  Filmrow  rounds  again  . . . Mrs.  Zegiob 
Lorain  theatre  owner,  is  still  enjoying  the 
sunshine  of  Florida. 

Only  Detroit  "Road"  Ban 
Was  Capacity  of  Theatres 

CLEVELAND — Last  week  before  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Motion  Picture  Council  of  Cleve- 
land, Mrs.  Arthur  Kerwin,  president  of  the 
Detroit  council,  asserted  that  “Tobacco  Road” 
was  the  only  picture  ever  banned  by  the  De- 
troit police  department  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 

This  statement  was  challenged  at  the  time 
by  I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox  branch  manager, 
who  after  verifying  the  matter,  reports  that 
r.ot  only  was  “Tobacco  Road”  not  banned  in 
Detroit  but  its  playing  time  history  is:  Two 
weeks  first  run  at  the  Fox  Detroit  Theatre; 
two  weeks  at  the  Adams  Theatre  on  a move- 
over  policy  immediately  following  the  first 
run;  followed  by  24  day  and  date  engagements 
throughout  the  city. 

Jimmy  Dunn  in  a Series 
Of  Personal  Appeals 

PITTSBURGH — Jimmy  Dunn,  who  is  much 
in  the  news  because  of  his  “comeback”  in 
20th-Fox’s  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  was 
scheduled  to  make  appearances  here  March 
2 in  connection  with  the  opening  of  the 
picture  at  the  J.  P.  Harris.  Also  he  was  to 
participate  in  Red  Cross  drive  activities,  radio 
broadcasts  and  was  to  be  the  guest  of  honor 
at  a William  Penn  Hotel  dinner.  The  re- 
cent dinner  planned  in  honor  of  Bill  Eythe, 
20th-Fox  star,  was  cancelled  when  he  was 
recalled  to  the  studios  for  assignment  in  a 
new  film  production.  Eythe  had  been  sched- 
uled to  exploit  his  new  picture,  “A  Royal 
Scandal.” 

Child  Curfew  Bill  Is 
Drafted  in  Michigan 

DETROIT — A statewide  curfew  law  for 
juveniles  is  in  prospect  with  introduction 
last  week  of  a bill  in  the  legislature  by  Rep. 
Alexander  W.  MacKay  of  West  Branch. 

The  bill  would  establish  a 10  p.  m.  deadline 
for  children  under  17,  with  12  p.  m.  set  for 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights.  It  follows  closely 
the  general  trend  of  local  curfew  laws  in 
several  upstate  towns  and  villages. 

Exceptions  would  be  permitted  if  the  child 
were  accompanied  by  an  authorized  adult, 
ox  were  going  on  some  “legitimate”  errand. 
Fine  of  $50  or  30  days  sentence  would  be 
provided  for  the  second  offense,  with  a 
warning  on  the  first. 


"Divorce"  Lead  to  Bruce  Cabot 

Bruce  Cabot  is  set  for  the  male  lead  in 
“Divorce”  with  John  Calkins  and  Larry  Olsen 
inked  for  child  roles  in  the  Monogram  pro- 
duction. 


78 


BOXOFFICE  : : March  3,  1945 


Films  Good,  Say  Youths 
But  Suggest  Changes 

PITTSBURGH — The  motion  picture  indus- 
try gives  the  public  the  kind  of  entertain- 
ment it  is  willing  to  pay  for,  students  at 
Fifth  Avenue  High  School  agreed  on  the 
WWSW  Junior  Town  Meeting  of  the  Air, 
sponsored  by  the  Post  Gazette.  Films  have 
rendered  admirable  service,  but  to  debate 
values,  several  students  suggested  that  a few 
changes  are  due. 

For  one  thing,  the  juveniles  think  pictures 
dealing  with  the  fate  of  juvenile  delinquents 
do  nothing  to  curb  delinquency.  Glamorous 
settings  in  the  films  and  the  silks  and  satins 
worn  by  actresses  make  young  girls  dissatis- 
fied with  their  less  extravagant  surroundings 
and  household  chores,  in  the  opinion  of  sev- 
eral of  the  high  school  girls  interviewed  on 
the  radio  program.  Another  fault,  they 
averred,  is  that  theatre  patrons  of  American 
films  in  foreign  countries  probably  think  the 
United  States  is  a place  where  money  and 
romantic  love  are  all  that  matter. 

Pointing  out  that  motion  pictures  are  a 
tremendous  force  throughout  the  world,  stu- 
dents declared  that  films  should  serve  and 
not  betray  the  U.S.  where  international  un- 
derstanding is  involved.  Stressing  good 
points  of  the  industry,  they  pointed  to  the 
educational  values  of  films,  and  read  a naval 
report  that  training  films  cut  training  time 
40  per  cent.  Another  student  in  the  debate 
quoted  the  Chinese  proverb,  “One  picture  is 
worth  1,000  words.”  High  praise  was  sounded 
for  newsreels  and  news  features  that  bring 
the  war  to  the  homefront.  These  films  help 
all  who  view  them  realize  what  our  service 
men  are  going  through  and  they  show  us  how 
important  it  is  to  keep  up  war  production,  the 
juveniles  agreed. 

During  the  question-and-answer  period  and 
in  response  to  the  question:  “Don’t  you  think 
war  pictures  make  us  hate?”  this  conclusion 
was  made: 

“Yes,  war  pictures  make  us  hate  the  enemy, 
but  that’s  important  because  we  will  back  up 
the  boys  that  much  more.  They  should  make 
more  war  pictures  to  make  us  hate  the  enemy 
more.” 

General  Theatre  Keglers 
Cling  to  Detroit  Lead 

DETROIT  • — Despite  some  tough  rolling, 
General  Theatre  Service  defies  attempts  of 
the  opposition  to  dislodge  them  from  top 
place  in  the  Film  Bowling  League: 

Won  Lost 


General  Theatre  Service 17  7 

Monogram  Pictures  15  9 

Film  Truck  Service  12  12 

United  Artists  12  12 

Republic  Pictures  10  14 

Cooperative  Theatres  >. 10  14 

Theatrical  Advertising  10  14 

RKO  Radio  10  14 


United  Artists  rolled  902  for  a new  second  high 
single  score  of  the  season.  Barney  Adair,  who 
already  had  second  high  of  the  season,  beat  his 
own  record  by  10  points  to  roll  817  for  a season 
high  for  three  games.  Individual  high  scores 
were  Adair,  218  and  208;  GoryL  208;  Sheran,  202; 
Small,  201,  and  Boyer,  200. 


Brenkert  Projectors  Hold  Slim 
Lead  in  Nightingale  League 

DETROIT — Brenkert  Projectors  still  hold 
a narrow  lead  in  the  Nightingale  Club: 

Won  Lost 


Brenkert  Projectors  34  23 

Lorenzen's  Flower  Shop _...  33  24 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment 31  26 

National  Theatre  Supply  29  28 

Altec  Sound  Service  28  29 

National  Carbon  Co 28  29 

McArthur's  Motiagroph  24  33 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply..... 21  36 


High  scores  were  rolled  by:  John  Grossen.  238, 
for  a triple  of  612:  Percy  Huebner,  208,  and  M.  E. 
Donlon,  204. 


MIDEAST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


A concert  soloist  at  14, 
an  exhibitor  at  15,  one- 
time owner  of  33  the- 
atres, scenario  writer 
and  novelist,  Anna 
Bell  Ward  of  Lexing- 
ton now  operates  five 
houses  in  ' Kentucky 
and  Indiana.  Besides 
holding  executive  of- 
fices in  a number  of 
companies  outside  the 
motion  picture  indus- 
try, she  organized  the 
Range  Busters  which  rapidly  rose  to  the  front 
rank  of  Hollywood  producers  of  western  fea- 
tures. She  is  a member  of  the  Women’s  Club, 
Louisville  Arts  Club,  Lexington  Country  Club, 
Motion  Picture  Round  Table,  Washington 
branch  of  the  American  Pen  Women. 

Harry  Hobolth  entered 
the  industry  at  Marl- 
ette,  Mich.,  in  1912.  By 
1916,  in  addition  to  the 
Marlette,  he  had  ac- 
quired the  Imlay  City, 

Cass  City,  Caro,  North 
Branch,  Owosso,  Brown 
City,  Holly  and  Capac 
theatres.  He  is  pro- 
prietor of  the  Deluxe 
at  Imlay  City,  the 
Midway  at  Davison, 
and  the  Capac,  Capac, 

Mich.  Former  president  of  Rotary,  he  is  its 
current  director.  He  is  also  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Variety  Club  of 
Detroit,  and  is  a director  of  Allied  of  Michi- 
gan. Hunting  is  his  hobby.  Son  John  is  in 
the  army. 

Oscar  Stotter  bought 
the  Alvin  Theatre  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  in 
1919.  Before  this  pur- 
chase he  was  in  the 
electrical  business,  but 
once  having  a taste  of 
the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry he  chose  it  as  a 
steady  diet  and  since 
1919  he  has  been  “in 
and  out  of  several  the- 
atres.” Currently,  how- 
ever, he  is  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  Ritz  Theatre,  a 1,000-seater,  in 
Cleveland.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Cleveland 
Motion  Picture  Exhibitors’  League.  His  only 
son,  Larry,  much  interested  in  the  theatre, 
is  a student  in  high  school. 

Frank  Yoshonis  had 

his  first  taste  of  the 
motion  picture  busi- 
ness in  1922  at  the  Mt. 

Elliott  Theatre  in  De- 
troit. Later  he  bought 
the  Fordson  at  Dear- 
born, Mich.,  and  is  still 
proprietor  of  that 
house.  He  is  a member 
of  Variety  Club  of  De- 
troit and  is  affiliated 
with  the  Lithuanian 
Citizens’  Club  of  that 
city.  Yoshonis  holds  no  public  office.  Oper- 
ating his  own  showcase  leaves  him  no  time 
for  exhibitor  organizations.  His  diversion  is 
writing  and  he  contributes  short  stories  to  a 
Lithuanian  paper  published  in  Detroit.  His 
only  son,  Karl,  is  11  years  old. 


S.  H.  Barck  opened  the 
old  Paradise  Theatre 
on  Scovil  Ave.,  Cleve- 
land, in  1911.  Before 
this  venture  he  was 
shop  superintendent  of 
a large  tailoring  com- 
pany. In  the  course  of 
years  he  has  operated 
various  houses,  and  he 
will  never  forget  the 
time  he  had  state 
rights  for  Michigan 
for  “Sitting  Bull.”  To- 
day he  is  proprietor  of  the  Market  Square, 
Cleveland.  Interested  in  civic  affairs,  he  pre- 
fers not  to  hold  public  office.  He  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Cleveland  MPTO  League  and 
the  ITO  of  Ohio.  Pinochle  is  his  hobby. 
Daughter  Miriam  is  in  school. 

Alex  Schreiber,  head  of 
Associated  Theatres, 

Inc.,  now  operating  in 
Michigan  with  19  the- 
atres, including  nine  in 
Detroit,  started  in  1919 
as  a doorman  for  his 
brother.  Past  presi- 
dent of  both  the  Fresh 
Air  Society  and  Old 
Newsboys  Goodfellow 
Fund,  he  is  active  in 
the  Red  Cross,  USO, 

School  for  Deaf  Chil- 
dren, chairman  of  motion  picture  division, 
War  Chest  drive,  and  chairman  of  special 
events,  general  advertising  committee  of  war 
loans.  Schreiber  is  also  on  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  Cooperative  Theatres  and  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masons  and  B’nai  B’rith. 

S.  A.  Peters  of  West 
Virginia  says  he  “just 
happened”  into  the 
business  in  1914.  Start- 
ing in  Shinnston,  he 
now  operates  the  Par- 
amount Theatre  in 
Sistersville,  where  he 
has  been  that  town’s 
entertainment  purvey- 
or over  20  years.  He  is 
a member  of  the  city 
council,  trustee  of  the 
State  of  West  Virginia 
Municipality  Ass’n,  and  active  in  Tyler 
County  as  a member  of  the  farm  bureau,  and 
chairman  for  the  War  Finance  Committee. 
In  addition  to  being  past  exalted  ruler  of 
BPOE  No.  333,  he  is  past  governor  of  Moose 
and  member  of  the  Eagles. 

John  D.  Kalafat’s  tent 
show  was  part  of  the 
St.  Louis  Exposition  of 
1904.  After  that  he  had 
no  desire  to  return  to 
life  as  an  oiler  on  lake 
freighters.  He  opened 
the  third  theatre  to 
exist  in  Chicago  and 
was  one  of  the  men 
who  handled  states 
right  pictures.  Kalafat 
came  to  Cleveland  in 
1913,  opened  a number 
of  theatres.  His  present  ownership  includes 
14  houses  in  Cleveland.  He  is  a board  mem- 
ber of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  member  of  the  Cleve- 
land Exhibitors  League  and  National  Allied. 
Sons  James  is  a naval  lieutenant.  He  en- 
joys fishing  and  hunting. 
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Ohort  Circuits:  Michael  Thomas,  manager  of 
^ the  Irving,  has  been  sporting  a fur- 
collared  overcoat  . . . Frank  Leonard,  mana- 
ger of  the  Great  Lakes,  which  was  turned 
over  to  community  clubs  for  the  bond  drive, 
reports  a total  sale  of  nearly  ten  million 
dollars  . . . Victor  A.  Dodge  is  having  general 
repainting  done  at  the  Westown,  with  the 
green  shade  in  the  service  sections  changed 
to  a snappy  red  . . . Does  anyone  know  the 
whereabouts  of  L.  H.  “Clair”  Gardner,  for- 
merly with  the  UDT  organization? 

Elmer  C.  Barg,  who  has  been  around  plenty, 
is  new  assistant  to  Phil  Zeller  at  the  Harper 
. . . Oscar  Gorelick  of  the  Carmen  made  a 
good  fight  in  the  election  for  a judgeship, 
but  lost  . . . Henry  P.  Zapp  of  Cooperative 
Theatres  is  the  victim  of  a cold. 

Pvt.  Harold  Chargot,  former  manager  of 
the  Esquire  in  Grosse  Pointe,  and  son  of 
Circuiteer  Michael  J.  Chargot,  was  awarded  a 
Bronze  Cross  in  the  Belgian  “bulge”  action 
. . . Ted  Malepsy,  supervisor  of  the  Chargot 
circuit,  has  legally  changed  his  name  to 
Mallow  . . . Miss  Leola  Van  Hamme,  former 
candy  girl  at  the  Harper,  is  new  assistant 
at  the  Mack-Uptown,  replacing  Frank 
Greger,  who  went  with  the  sheriff’s  office. 

C.  W.  Harrison,  who  got  his  show  train- 
ing at  the  Eastown  and  Piccadilly,  is  now 
managing  the  Fenkell,  formerly  handled  by 
Leonard  Wisper  . . . Circuiteer  Jack  Broder 
was  slated  to  take  over  the  Senate  and 
Crystal  March  1 from  Ben  Cohn  and  Sam- 
uel T.  Shevin. 

Theatrical  Post  Notes:  Harry  Carson  has 
recovered  from  a sick  spell  . . . The  boys 
liked  the  lunch  they  served  at  the  last 
midnight  meeting  . . . Buddy  Fields  has 
booked  the  Club  666  show  into  the  Dear- 
born veterans  hospital  . . . Dutch  Brock  has 
returned  to  the  hospital  for  further  treat- 
ment. 

Cy  Harris,  a one-man  show  in  himself,  is 
due  for  discharge  from  the  hospital  this 
week  ...  Wen  Miller,  manager  of  the  Na- 
tional, has  had  a relapse  and  will  return  to 
Northville  for  further  treatment  . . . Jack 
Ferentz  and  Bud  Cusick  are  reported  among 
the  missing  . . . Gil  Light  keeping  extra 
busy  with  being  a governor  of  the  Elks  and 
adjutant  of  the  post,  not  to  mention  working 
for  a living  . . . The  40  & 8 has  a big  St. 
Patrick  Day  party  set  for  March  17  at  the 
Leland  Hotel. 

Along  the  Rialto:  Jack  Keegan,  UDT,  and 
party,  met  at  the  Terrace  room  . . . Another 
Terrace  room  visitor,  Marie  Wentela,  is  a new 
Film  Classics  acquisition  . . . George  McCall 
speeding  across  the  Statler  lobby  to  join  E.  S. 
Culver  and  Bill  Hurlbut  . . . Fred  Schader, 
formerly  with  the  Fox,  is  back  in  town  on 
publicity  for  the  Civic  Opera. 

J.  Hall  Smith,  who  formerly  had  studios 
in  the  Madison  Theatre  Bldg.,  is  now  with 
the  motion  picture  morale  division  of  Fisher 
Body  Corp.  . . . Jack  Davis  is  resting  and 
convalescing  at  the  Hotel  MacArthur,  Miami 
Beach  . . . Dave  Flayer  is  incorporating  the 
Flayer  Co.  to  handle  his  theatrical  interests. 


Up  in  the  Booths:  Jack  Smukler  of  the 
Beverly  gave  a canned  pheasant  dinner  at 
his  home  in  the  wee  hours  for  Jimmie  Day 
of  Altec  and  Cal  Day  of  the  Dearborn  and 
their  respective  fraus  . . . Aileen  Davis  of 
the  Local  199  staff  is  recuperating  after  a 
tonsil  removal  . . . Frank  Kinsora  of  the 
Palms-State  is  organizing  posses  to  find  him 
cigars. 

George  L.  McBath  of  the  Paradise  made 
a good  try  in  the  judicial  election  . . . Walter 
Rosmys  has  moved  from  the  Franklin  to  the 
East  End,  replacing  Frank  Oldham  who  moved 
to  the  Lakewood  . . . James  Redman,  from 
the  Far  West,  takes  Rosmys’  post  at  the 
Franklin  . . . Tim  Sullivan,  youngest  “mem- 
ber” of  Local  199,  is  reported  cutting  a 
tooth. 


Under  the  Marquees:  Mildred  Drake,  candy 
girl  at  the  Harper,  bought  14  fan  magazines 
in  three  days  because  they  contained  Van 
Johnson’s  picture  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Burchfield,  who  closed  the  Palace  in  the 
fall,  write  they  picked  the  most  wonderful 
spot  and  climate  in  all  Florida  to  live  in; 
Palm  Beach  . . . N.  Dow  Thompson,  formerly 
of  the  Allied  office,  has  suffered  a nervous 
breakdown,  two  major  operations,  and  pneu- 
monia. He  is  much  underweight,  but  getting 
back  into  harness. 

Bob  Thompson,  former  manager  of  the 
Mercury,  stationed  at  Calcutta  with  the  air 
transport  command,  has  been  promoted  to 
sergeant  . . . Cpl.  Neal  Thompson,  Dow’s 
other  son,  is  now  in  the  marine  quartermaster 
corps  at  Pearl  Harbor  . . . Warren  Carmer  of 
the  Dexter  headed  home  the  other  afternoon, 
and  “Skippy”  didn’t  know  the  guy  . . . W.  M. 
"Brownie”  Brown,  veteran  stage  doorman  at 
the  Hughes-Downtown,  was  reminiscing  of 
45  years  in  show  business. 

Charlie  Perry,  manager  of  the  Adams,  has 
booked  two  Goldwyn  productions  from  Film 
Classics.  They  are  his  first  reissues  in  a year 
. . . Polly  Gans  of  the  Hughes-Downtown 
celebrated  her  18th  birthday  Friday  with 
Harry  Gilbert’s  assistance  . . . Leonard  Slep- 
ski,  former  partner  in  the  Hazel  Park  Thea- 
tre at  Hazel  Park,  has  been  promoted  to  pri- 
vate first  class. 

Patrick  O’Connell,  manager  of  the  Im- 
perial, who  formerly  lived  on  Fischer  Ave., 
has  moved  out  to  Lake  Shore  Road  in  Grosse 
Pointe  . . . Mrs.  H.  Siewert,  former  manager 
of  the  Rainbo,  has  completed  her  course  with 
the  gray  ladies,  and  has  been  assigned  to  a 
permanent  post  in  Miami. 

Exchanges:  Ralph  Elliott,  Monogram  book- 
er, has  decided  to  give  up  smoking  wartime 
cigars  . . . Pete  Simon  jr.,  who  didn’t  like 
the  flat  English  beer,  is  doing  better  with 
honest-to-gosh  Coca-Cola  made  in  France 
. . . George  Custer,  former  Monogram  booker, 
who  is  settling  in  Los  Angeles,  has  purchased 
a bungalow  ten  miles  out  of  town  and  loves 
it  there  . . . Harry  H.  Thomas,  Monogram 
eastern  division  manager,  was  a local  visitor. 

Julius  Pavella  is  taking  a full  time  post 
at  Ford’s  in  war  work  in  addition  to  his  post 
as  shipper  at  Paramount  . . . Donald  Shields, 
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stepson  of  A1  Dezel,  and  formerly  with  him 
in  the  office  here,  has  been  returned  to 
California  for  hospitalization  after  being 
wounded  in  action  in  the  Pacific  fighting  . . . 
PRC  has  been  laboring  shorthanded,  with 
Booker  Robert  Bryson  and  City  Salesman 
Herbert  Berman  both  on  the  sicklist  from  flu. 

Drug  Store  Stuff:  Charles  N.  Agree,  the- 
atrical architect,  is  off  to  the  Beverly-Wil- 
shire  Hotel,  Hollywood,  for  five  weeks,  to 
study  postwar  theatre  planning  and  television. 

Nightingale  Songs:  M.  E.  Donlon  of  the 
Calvin  in  Dearborn  rolled  his  first  204  score 
. . . SOS  to  Frank  MacDonald  of  the  Michi- 
gan: Your  team  needs  you;  bring  your  bride 
out  to  meet  the  gang  . . . Mary  Lorens  was 
missed  from  the  last  session  . . . Walter 
Rosmys  of  the  East  End  is  still  talking  about 
the  MacArthur  team  taking  two  out  of  three 
from  Brenkert,  the  leaders. 

IT00  to  Check  Prints 
On  Allied  Inquiry 

COLUMBUS— P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  re- 
quests all  theatre  owners  in  this  area  to  keep 
his  office  informed  on  the  condition  of  prints 
now  in  circulation.  His  appeal  is  in  response 
to  an  inquiry  from  National  Allied  which  in- 
tends to  show  the  WPB  the  relation  between 
present  raw  stock  limitations  and  the  con- 
ditions of  prints. 

“In  recent  weeks,”  Wood  points  out,  “we 
have  had  many  complaints  regarding  the 
bad  condition  of  prints  and  this  situation  will 
naturally  be  aggravated  by  the  recently  an- 
nounced cut  in  raw  stock  by  the  WPB.” 

“National  Allied,  through  General  Counsel 
A.  F.  Myers,  has  informed  the  WPB  that  this 
latest  cut  in  raw  stock  will  primarily  affect 
the  subsequent  run  and  small  town  accounts, 
and  it  would  be  extremely  helpful  to  Mr. 
Myers  if  he  knew  definitely  that  the  general 
condition  of  prints  has  become  worse  during 
l he  past  few  months.” 

“This  office  would  appreciate  your  prompt 
advice  in  this  connection,”  Wood  said. 

Stuck  in  Snow,  He's  Glad 
To  Meet  an  Ex-Showman 

From  New  England  Edition 

HARTFORD — Joe  DiLorenzo,  manager  of 
the  Plainfield  Theatre  at  Plainfield,  relates 
he  was  returning  to  Plainfield  after  a busi- 
ness trip  to  the  Daly  circuit  headquarters 
here  recently  during  the  terrific  snow- 
storm. 

Although  the  weather  failed  to  clear  by 
late  afternoon,  Joe  had  headed  his  car  back 
to  Plainfield  and  ploughed  through  the 
drifts  until  he  reached  “the  wilds”  of  Scot- 
land, Conn.,  where  he  was  stalled.  With  the 
wind  howling  and  the  darkness  coming  on, 
Joe  began  to  get  worried.  Traffic  was  very 
thin.  Then,  chugging  into  view  came  a car 
filled  with  war  workers  and  in  the  driver’s 
seat  was  Ed  Sokolowsky,  who  held  the  post 
of  Plainfield  theatre  manager  for  five  years 
prior  to  his  accepting  a full-time  job  with 
a local  war  plant.  Sure  enough,  Ed  did  the 
necessary  towing  job  and  DiLorenzo  reached 
his  theatre  safely  and  fully  convinced  that 
“showmen  should  stick  together.” 
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Brownoui  Hits  Lusty 
Wallop  in  Detroit 

DETROIT — Local  show  business  is  in  the 
dumps  as  a result  of  a protracted  slackening 
of  business,  generally  attributed  to  the  brown- 
out as  the  most  immediate  cause.  Net  effect 
now  appears  harsher  on  downtowns  than  on 
neighborhoods,  but  unbalance  is  so  exaggerat- 
ed that  some  of  the  strong  screenfare  that 
made  good  business  for  the  first  runs  two  or 
three  months  back  is  hitting  the  subsequent 
runs  now.  First  runs  still  are  strong  on  hold- 


overs. 

(Average  is  100) 

Adams — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ);  The  Suspect 

(Univ),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 105 

Broadway-Capitol — Manpower  (WB);  Dr. 

Maniac  (FC)  110 

Cinema — Battle  of  Russia  (Art);  City  That 

Stopped  Hitler  (Art)  - 120 

Downtown — Grissly's  Millions  (Rep),  plus  Art 

Kassel  band  on  stage  100 

Fox — A Song  to  Remember  (Col);  Leave  It  to 

Blondie  (Col)  125 

Michigan — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  ( U A ) ; Dangerous 

Passage  (Para)  125 

Palms-State — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 115 

Paradise — Cyclone  Prairie  Rangers  (Col),  plus 

Lionel  Hampton  on  stage  130 

United  Artists — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 120 


"Dark  Waters"  in  Record  Take 
First  Week  at  Cleveland 

CLEVELAND — Local  film  fans  handed  the 
palm  last  week  to  “Dark  Waters”  which 
opened  at  the  Ohio  to  long  boxoffice  lines. 
The  week’s  200  per  cent  take  was  the  largest 
gross  of  any  picture  that  has  played  the  Ohio 
at  popular  prices.  The  Palace  also  had  a 
happy  week  when  “Enter  Arsene  Lupin” 

shared  honors  with  a top  vaudeville  bill  head- 
ed by  Jane  Withers,  Borrah  Minevitch  and 
his  Rascals.  Of  four  holdovers,  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  in  its  fourth  week,  took  first  place 
at  the  Lake  Theatre. 

Allen — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col),  2nd  wk 70 

Hippodrome — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 70 

Lake — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  3rd  wk .135 

Ohio — Dark  Waters  (UA) 200 

Palace — Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ),  plus  Jane 

Withers,  Borrah  Minevitch  Rascals  and  vaude- 
ville on  stage  112 

State — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd  wk 100 

Stillman — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  4th  wk  110 


“Tonight  and  Every  Night"  Pleases 
Pittsburgh  Theatregoers 

PITTSBURGH — Columbia’s  “Tonight  and 
Every  Night”  was  attractive  at  the  J.  P.  Har- 
ris and  Warners’  “To  Have  and  Have  Not” 
was  a winner  in  its  second  week  at  Loew’s 
Penn.  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom,”  20th- 
Fox  production,  continued  at  the  Fulton  after 
two  successful  weeks.  Weather  was  unfavor- 
able. 


Berry — Dead  Man's  Eyes  (Univ);  Murder  in  the 

Blue  Room  (Univ)  80 

Fulton — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk HO 

Harris — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 125 

Penn — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk.. 100 

Ritz — Frenchman's  Creek  (Para),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 80 

Senator — The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox);  Sunday 

Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 120 

Stanley — Guest  in  the  House  (RKO) 85 

Warner — National  Barn  Dance  (Para);  The  Great 
Moment  (Para)  50 


Cincinnati  Grosses  Above  Average 
With  "St.  Louis"  Top  Scorer 

CINCINNATI  — “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
topped  all  grosses  with  125.  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  bowed  out  after  the  fifth  week. 
“Two  Women”  did  better  business  on  open- 
ing of  second  week  and  holds  for  a third. 
Business  was  above  average. 

Albee — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (*U A ) , held  and  shifted. .115 
Capitol — Two  Women  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.,  held  and 


shifted  105 

Grand — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk., 

held  110 

Keith's — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 95 

Lyric — Dark  Waters  (UA) 100 

Palace — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  held  and 

shifted  125 

Shubert — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  4th  wk 105 


News  Writer  Avers  Film  Producers 


Thinking  10  Years 


A Fair  Employment  Bill 
Proposed  in  Pennsylvania 

HARRISBURG — A bill  to  establish  a state 
fair  employment  practice  commission  was 
introduced  in  the  Pennsylvania  general  as- 
sembly by  Rep.  Homer  S.  Brown,  colored, 
of  Allegheny  County.  The  bill  is  intended  to 
further  prevent  job  discrimination  because 
of  race,  creed  or  color. 


CINCINNATI 


TV/Fr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Clark  announce  the 
A A birth  of  a daughter,  Sherry  Andre  . . . 
Seaman  Harry  Brinkman,  former  Warner 
shipper  now  stationed  at  Cape  Cod,  has  been 
added  to  the  entertainment  staff  there  as  a 
singer  at  the  weekly  shows  . . . The  Warner 
Club  will  give  a “hard  times”  party  March 
15  at  the  exchange,  according  to  President 
Deo  Daumeyer  . . . Paramount’s  Fred  Hel- 
wig  left  for  marine  training  at  Parris  Island, 
S.  C„  February  22. 

Joe  Oulahan  and  sales  staff  attended  the 
Paramount  regional  meet  at  Cleveland  . . . 
Paramount’s  Vince  Kramer  was  here  on  fur- 
lough . . . Trade  screening  of  “Salty 
O’Rourke,”  Paramount  feature  starring  Alan 
Ladd,  was  rated  best  of  the  week  . . . Popu- 
lar Marion  G.  Conley,  Paramount  chief  ac- 
countant, was  showered  with  birthday  gifts 
by  the  personnel,  who  also  spread  a feast 
. . . 20th-Fox  announces  release  of  “Song  of 
Bernadette,”  for  regular  showings  April  1. 
“A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  was  set  for 
March  1,  at  the  Albee. 

A.  D.  Curfman,  operator  of  the  State, 
Westerville,  has  received  word  of  the  death  in 
war  of  his  son  . . . Sylvia  Gertzman,  booker 
for  Popular  Pictures,  has  received  word  her 
husband,  stationed  at  Ft.  Monmouth,  N.  J„ 
is  hospitalized  following  an  operation. 

Visitors  included  Jerry  Jackson,  Williams- 
town;  Joe  Lee,  Covington;  Lee  Hoffheimer, 
Columbus;  Paul  McKay,  Montgomery;  Frank 
Allaro,  Matewan;  J.  C.  Carnahan,  Beatty  - 
ville;  Barry  Musselman,  Dayton;  Bill  Cain, 
Louisa;  A.  D.  Curfman,  Westerville  and  many 
others  who  came  on  for  the  Red  Cross  Va- 
riety Club  luncheon. 

Jack  Bannan,  Universal’s  branch  manager, 
entertained  his  brother  George  on  furlough 
after  extended  service  in  the  South  Pacific. 
He  has  been  hospitalized  due  to  war  weari- 
ness and  is  now  a sergeant  correspondent  . . . 
SeaBee  George  Devine,  former  Universal 
booker,  was  in  on  furlough. 

Metro’s  Pep  Club  party  at  the  Dutch  Mill 
will  be  long  remembered.  Attended  by  all  the 
exchange  personnel,  an  excellent  dinner  was 
highlighted  by  the  songs  of  Jane  Yinger  . . . 
Mae  Scholle  has  resigned  as  booker-secretary 
for  Film  Classics  . . . G.  C.  Porter,  Beckley 
exhibitor,  was  here. 

Milton  Onie,  oldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Onie,  has  been  reported  missing  in 
action  over  Germany  since  February  3.  The 
young  bombardier  gunner,  affectionately 
known  as  “Micky”  to  a wide  circle  of  film 
folks,  was  on  his  first  mission.  His  father  is 
franchise  holder  for  Monogram  Pictures  in  the 
southern  Ohio  area. 


Behind  Times 

PITTSBURGH — Joseph  A.  Breig,  writer  of 
the  One  Man’s  Opinion  column  in  the  Sun- 
Telegraph,  commented  recently  that  a thea- 
tregoing friend  had  told  him  that  the  “Legion 
of  Decency  had  chased  most  of  the  smut 
out  of  movies.” 

“What  is  needed  now,  I am  told,  is  a legion 
of  a different  kind,”  Breig  continued.  “But 
some  of  them  are  pointless  and  tiresome. 
‘Inane’  is  the  word  my  friend  used. 

“It  may  be  that  we  are  passing  through  a 
phase.  Writers  and  directors  who  had  fallen 
into  the  habit  of  depending  upon  emotional 
immaturity  to  draw  the  crowds  need  time, 
I suppose,  to  adjust  themselves  to  a cleaner 
environment.  Patience  would  seem  to  be  in- 
dicated. After  all,  they  are  competing  with 
the  most  gripping  of  all  dramas.  I refer  to 
what  we  used  to  call  our  humdrum  daily  lives. 
This  is  the  time  when  fact  is  really  stranger 
than  fiction. 

Cites  His  Own  Experience 

“For  myself,  I know  that  something  has 
happened  either  to  the  movies  or  to  me. 
Maybe  something  has  happened  to  both  of 
us.  Our  relations  for  some  time  have  been 
decidedly  cool.  And  I am  not  happy  about 
it.  It  is  hindering  my  spiritual  develop- 
ment. There  was  a time  when  I could  do 
penance  in  Lent  by  staying  away  from  the 
shows.  Now  it  is  rather  more  of  a penance 
to  go.  But  I might  as  well  confess  honestly 
that  I am  not  going.  I think  I know  my  own 
strength.  This  is  one  mortification  from 
which  I shrink. 

“But  seriously,  I do  not  entirely  blame  the 
movies.  Nor  would  I think  of  pretending 
that  none  are  worthwhile.  Many  are  pleasant, 
some  are  delightful,  and  now  and  then  one 
like  ‘Going  My  Way’  will  rise  to  the  heights. 

“But  I suspect  that  the  men  who  make  the 
movies  are  falling  into  a fundamental  error. 
They  are  thinking  in  terms  of  ten  years  ago. 
They  have  not  noticed  the  headlines.  They 
are  trying  to  be  more  dramatic  than  life. 
And  at  this  moment  in  history,  that  is  im- 
possible. I defy  any  one  to  imagine  anything 
more  wildly  dramatic  than  the  factual  reports 
in  the  daily  newspapers. 

“What  is  needed  is  a complete  reversal  of 
outlook.  The  movie-makers  must  stand  on 
their  heads.  When  a man  goes  to  a show,  he 
is  looking  for  wonderland.  He  is  seeking  a 
new  world.  What  he  wants  is  something 
which  to  him  is  extraordinary;  and  the  only 
things  extraordinary  today  are  the  ordinary 
things.  We  are  ready  now  to  appreciate  what 
we  used  to  call  humdrum  mediocrity. 

“Our  minds  are  filled  with  mechanical 
monsters  called  tanks;  with  flying  Franken- 
steins  called  robot-bombs;  with  fire  and 
thunder  and  the  crashing  of  worlds.  This  is 
our  daily  diet.  Call  me  an  escapist  if  you 
will;  but  what  a man  wants  of  the  theatre 
today  is  that  primeval  drama  which  is  hidden 
in  the  laughter  of  children,  the  love  of  a 
father  and  mother,  the  simple  self-sacrifice 
of  the  maiden  aunt,  the  quiet  prayer  of  the 
grandmother  in  her  rocker.  Let  the  movies 
give  us  the  meaning  of  those  things,  and  we 
will  again  find  it  a penance  to  stay  home 
in  Lent.” 


IS  NO  BULL- 

WAHOO 

9 4-  Am&UccJi  tyi+ieit  Schee+i  Qa*ne! 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  3,  1945 


78C 


Detroit  Showmen  Off  to  Enthusiastic 
Start  in  Red  Cross  Campaign 


DETROIT — Local  showmen  led  off  to  an  en- 
thusiastic start  for  the  Red  Cross  campaign 
at  a luncheon  February  23  at  the  Hotel  Book 
Cadillac,  attended  by  some  200  exhibitors  and 
distributors.  Significance  of  the  turnout  was 
more  impressive  by  the  fact  that  this  was  a 
dutch  treat  affair. 

Earl  J.  Hudson,  UDT  president,  was  toast- 
master. Among  those  on  the  dais  were  Sam 
Barrett,  general  manager,  Cooperative  Thea- 
tres; Carl  Shalit,  Columbia  district  manager; 
E.  C.  Beatty,  president,  Butterfield  Theatres; 
Carl  W.  Buermele,  general  manager.  General 
Theatre  Service;  Ray  Branch,  Allied  Theatres 
president;  Joe  Gins,  Columbia  manager,  who 
was  chairman  of  arrangements,  and  Lieut. 
D.  B.  Neagley,  industrial  services  section, 
Sixth  service  command. 

Beatty  reported  total  collection  to  date  of 
$181,000  in  the  March  of  Dimes. 

“Whatever  we  may  do  through  our  theatres 
or  individually  for  our  fighting  forces  is  less 
than  they  are  doing,’’  Hudson  said  in  keynot- 
ing the  meeting. 

Points  to  Showmen’s  Power 

Herbert  Trix,  Detroit  Red  Cross  chairman, 
outlined  the  organization’s  work  and  pointed 
out  that  “you  men  in  the  show  business  have 
it  in  your  power  to  make  a great  success  of 
this  campaign.” 

A.  L.  Montague,  Columbia  sales  manager 
and  co-chairman  of  the  WAC  distributor  di- 
vision, sparked  “the  greatest  industry  in  the 
world  to  do  the  greatest  job  in  the  world. 
This  industry  is  great  because  it  can  serve.” 

Addressing  himself  directly  to  salesmen,  he 
made  the  startling  statement  that  “I  have 
the  statement  of  your  sales  managers  that  if 
the  work  of  this  campaign  interferes  with 
your  regular  vocation,  you  are  to  drop  the 
selling  of  motion  pictures,  and  do  this  Red 
Cross  job.”  He  urged  intelligent  use  of  the 
campaign  press  book. 

Si  Fabian,  chairman  of  the  WAC  theatre 
division,  said  “the  ideas  of  16,000  exhibitors 
throughout  the  United  States  put  together, 
are  much  more  effective  than  any  brilliant 
ideas  concocted  by  any  brilliant  group  in 
New  York  or  Hollywood.  The  individual  ideas 
of  some  exhibitor  may  well  be  far  more 
effective  in  his  own  locality.” 

Fabian  Pleas  For  Unity 

Fabian  outlined  the  use  of  advertising  and 
promotional  material.  He  gave  a brief  report 
on  WAC  accomplishments,  and  closed  with  a 
plea  for  unity. 

“Until  this  war  is  over,  let  this  industry 
remain  unified.  Let  us  keep  such  disputes  as 
we  may  have  within  the  industry.  Let  us  see 
that  the  time  and  effort  of  our  motion  pic- 
ture industry  are  given  as  completely  and 
unselfishly  as  in  the  past,”  he  urged. 

Col.  J.  Tracy  Hale  jr.,  a veteran  who  was 
wounded  in  both  wars,  said  “The  motion  pic- 
ture industry  has  always  done  its  part  in 
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every  great  cause,”  and  mentioned  the  indus- 
try’s job  in  the  little-remembered  Mississippi 
floods  of  1927.  He  described  Red  Cross  work 
in  the  Pacific. 

In  closing,  Hudson  pledged  “The  full  meas- 
ure of  the  extent  we  have  been  inspired  by 
these  talks  will  be  shown  by  our  action,  and 
the  achievement  in  our  response  for  the  Red 
Cross. 

“This  is  a drive  to  raise  money,  it  is  not 
a drive  for  publicity  for  the  Red  Cross. 
Everything  that  is  done  must  have  one  ob- 
jective, to  raise  every  penny  possible,”  he  said. 


TABLECLOTH  NOTES 

Jay  Frankel  taking  a vacation  from  his 
photo  duties  . . . Alice  Gorham  back  look- 
ing fine  and  active  as  ever  after  her  long 
illness  . . . Betty  Smith  of  the  Fox  assisting 
her  on  the  publicity  . . . Harry  McKee  of  the 
Cass  and  Ray  Meurer  of  UDT  managed  to 
sit  at  the  press  table  . . . Jack  Ferentz  and 
the  musicians’  local  rated  a vote  of  thanks 
for  the  donation  of  music  during  the  meal 
. . . Phil  Zeller  of  the  Harper  did  not  have 
to  pay  extra  for  his  seat  . . . C.  W.  Harrison 
of  the  Fenkell  was  a new  acquaintance  on 
your  scribe’s  left,  with  Jack  Jull  of  Butter- 
field on  the  right  . . . Ralph  Elliott  of 
Monogram  was  busy  figuring  out  about  the 
missing  ticket. 


Pitt  Filmrow  Announces 
"No  Work"  Holidays 

PITTSBURGH — Filmrow  holidays  usually 
cause  inconvenience  to  visiting  exhibitors, 
and  for  this  reason,  herewith  repeated  are 
the  “no  work”  days  as  agreed  in  contracts 
with  front  office  and  service  employes  of  the 
film  exchanges:  New  Year’s  Day,  Washing- 
ton’s birthday,  Decoration  (or  Memorial) 
Day,  Independence  Day  (Fourth  of  July), 
Labor  Day,  Armistice  Day,  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas. 

Exhibitors  and  all  who  shop  on  Filmrow 
are  advised  to  mark  these  holidays  and  for 
their  own  convenience  are  notified  that  no 
service  is  rendered  over  the  counter  on  the 
holidays  noted. 

Ohio  ITO  Wishes  20th-Fox 
Many  Happy  Returns 

COLUMBUS  — The  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  Ohio,  via  a bulletin  to  its  members, 
wished  20th-Fox  many  happy  returns,  on  the 
occasion  of  its  30th  birthday  and  urged  ex- 
hibitors to  cooperate  in  making  the  celebra- 
tion a huge  success.  Says  the  bulletin,  “The 
present  20th-Fox  Co.  and  its  predecessor,  the 
old  Fox  Film  Corp.,  will  shortly  celebrate 
their  30th  anniversary.  This  combination 
has  had  a large  part  in  the  progress  of  the 
industry  and  it  is  hoped  that  exhibitors  will 
cooperate  in  making  the  celebration  a huge 
success.” 

Calls  for  Dimes  Reports 
From  Theatres  Not  In 

COLUMBUS — There  are  still  some  theatres 
that  have  not  as  yet  sent  in  their  checks  cov- 
ering the  March  of  Dimes  collections.  P.  J. 
Wood,  state  chairman,  urges  those  which 
have  not  done  so,  to  send  in  their  reports  at 
once  so  that  disbursement  of  the  money  can 
be  made. 

Checks  should  be  to  the  order  of  the  Ohio 
National  Bank  of  Columbus  for  the  total 
amount  of  collections  and  reports  should  be 
sent  to  P.  J.  Wood,  55  E.  State  St.,  Columbus. 


Grand  Rapids  Variety 
Club  Is  Under  Way 

DETROIT — Organization  of  a new  Variety 
Club  at  Grand  Rapids  for  the  western  part 
of  Michigan  is  well  under  way,  with  a series 
of  dates  set  for  special  western  state  meets 
by  the  directors,  according  to  Jack  Stewart, 
Universal  state  salesman,  who  has  been 
named  as  first  chief  barker. 

A general  luncheon  meeting  will  be  held 
on  March  7 at  the  Pantlind  Hotel  to  dis- 
cuss plans  of  the  new  Tent  No.  27.  On 
March  15,  the  club  will  informally  open  new 
clubrooms  in  the  hotel. 

First  ceremonial  event  for  the  new  tent  will 
be  on  April  18,  which  will  be  “charter  night.” 
Formal  establishment  of  the  new  body  will  be 
celebrated  and  the  first  officers  will  be  regu- 
larly installed  at  a banquet  at  the  hotel. 


COLUMBUS 


/■"•olumbus  friends  of  the  late  Maj.  Billy 
Southworth,  air  corps  pilot  and  son  of 
Billy  Southworth,  manager  of  the  St.  Louis 
Cardinals,  were  shocked  by  his  death  in  the 
crash  of  the  B29  bomber  he  was  piloting.  The 
plane  fell  into  the  waters  of  Flushing  Bay 
just  after  takeoff  from  LaGuardia  Field, 
Long  Island.  Major  Southworth,  whose  home 
is  at  Sunbury,  north  of  Columbus,  was  under 
contract  to  Producer  Hunt  Stromberg  and  a 
postwar  future  in  films  had  been  planned  for 
him. 

Harry  Berman,  formerly  with  the  Albany 
office  of  Columbia,  is  the  new  Columbia  rep- 
resentative in  the  Columbus  territory,  suc- 
ceeding Nat  Kaplan  . . . Eugene  Russell,  for- 
mer usher  at  Loew’s  Ohio,  is  spending  leave 
at  home  following  participation  in  five  major 
Pacific  invasions.  He’s  in  the  navy  . . . Sgt. 
D.  John  Phillips,  former  United  Artists  rep- 
resentative in  the  midwest,  writes  to  friends 
from  Ontario  army  air  base,  California,  where 
he  is  editor  of  the  camp  publication.  His 
wife  is  a member  of  the  legal  department  of 
Paramount  in  Hollywood. 

The  wife  of  Ned  Welch,  Majestic  operator, 
is  recovering  following  a recent  operation  . . . 
Mrs.  David  Pence,  wife  of  a manager  in  the 
local  J.  Real  Neth  circuit,  is  now  in  the  box- 
office  of  the  Hartman. 

Sgt.  Roger  Garrett  of  the  marines,  sta- 
tioned in  the  recreation  department  at  Parris 
Island,  S.  C.,  for  the  past  two  years,  has  been 
shifted  to  the  recreation  office  at  Camp 
Lejeune,  N.  C.  Garrett,  for  ten  years  featured 
organist  at  Loew’s  Ohio  before  his  enlist- 
ment, is  quartered  backstage  in  the  new  and 
ultra-modern  2,000-seat  theatre  at  the  base 
. . . Mrs.  Virginia  Hall  Trannett,  former  as- 
sistant society  editor  of  the  Dispatch,  is  the 
new  publicity  director  for  the  Hartman. 

Stephen  Milgram,  Columbia  home  office 
publicity  man,  was  in  town  for  a special  ad- 
vance campaign  on  “A  Song  to  Remember.” 
He  also  will  stage  campaigns  in  Memphis, 
Nashville,  Buffalo,  Baltimore  and  Boston. 

Ohio  State  University  coeds  became  screen 
actresses  recently  when  a 15-man  camera 
crew  of  Army-Navy  Screen  Magazine,  spe- 
cial service  newsreel,  took  classroom  and 
campus  shots  for  overseas  showing.  Down- 
town Columbus  shots  also  were  made.  “Boys 
overseas  wonder  what  their  home  towns  look 
like  now,”  said  an  army  spokesman.  “The 
Army-Navy  Screen  Magazine  shows  ’em.” 


Roles  in  "Flaming  Frontier" 

Joan  Woodbury  and  Douglas  Dumbrille 
have  been  cast  for  roles  in  Monogram’s 
“Flaming  Frontier.” 
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Bay  State  Theatre  Men 
Fight  Ten  Per  Cent  Tax 


Curfew  Hurts  Only 
Four  Hub  Theatres 

BOSTON — Only  four  Boston  theatres  were 
effected  by  the  midnight  curfew,  namely, 
the  Gayety,  Casino  and  the  Old  Howard, 
burlesque  houses,  and  the  Rialto,  an  all- 
night  film  house  in  Scollay  Square. 

The  Rialto  manager  said  the  curfew  would 
mean  a large  loss  of  revenue  as  the  late 
shows  attracted  crowds  of  service  men  and 
war  workers. 

The  majority  of  those  persons  connected 
with  Boston’s  night  life,  greeted  the  an- 
nouncement of  early  closing  time  as  a chance 
for  them  to  get  to  bed  earlier  and  get  a 
little  more  fresh  air.  Most  restaurants  and 
night  clubs  will  have  their  business  day 
shortened  only  by  one  hour  which  they  feel 
will  cause  only  negligible  losses. 

Theatres  in  the  Bay  State  area  as  a 
whole  were  affected  very  little,  as  the  ma- 
jority of  them  close  normally  before  mid- 
night. 

Curfew  Has  Little  Effect  Over 
Granite  State;  None  on  Theatres 

MANCHESTER,  N.  H.— The  new  midnight 
curfew  order  of  War  Mobilization  Director 
James  P.  Byrnes  has  had  little  effect  on  the 
Granite  State’s  night  life,  and  none  at  all  on 
motion  picture  theatres,  which  are  always 
closed  before  12  o’clock,  except  for  a few  mid- 
night shows. 

There  are  approximately  100  clubs  in  the 
state  with  liquor  licenses,  but  tables  are  re- 
quired to  be  cleared  of  glasses  at  11  p.  m.  on 
all  nights  except  Saturday,  when  the  deadline 
is  15  minutes  later. 

Licenses  for  dances  are  issued  for  certain 
hours,  and  now,  of  course,  they  will  be  made 
out  to  expire  not  later  than  midnight. 

Midnight  Curfew  Hits  Two 
Show  Houses  at  Hartford 

HARTFORD— Imposition  of  the  midnight 
curfew  caused  the  closing  of  the  midnight 
shows  at  the  Harris  Bros.  State,  largest  film 
and  vaudeville  house  in  southern  Connecticut, 
and  the  elimination  by  Dow’s  Theatre  of  its 
policy  of  special  screenings  beginning  at  2 
a.  m.  for  war  workers  and  late  entertainment- 
seekers. 

Garbose  Bros.  Take  Ouster 
At  Athol  to  the  Courts 

WORCESTER — The  Garbose  Bros,  of  Athol, 
ousted  as  operators  of  the  Orange  in  that 
town,  have  taken  legal  steps  to  retain  con- 
trol of  the  house.  Writs  have  been  served 
against  the  Orange  selectmen,  Chester  A. 
Carbone  of  Athol  and  the  P&O  Theatres,  Inc., 
of  Boston,  restraining  them  from  preventing 
the  Garboses  from  operating  the  theatre  until 
the  case  is  heard  in  court. 

The  Orange  is  located  in  Town  Hall,  and 
is  rented  by  the  selectmen,  which  explains 
how  they  figure  in  the  case.  They  recently  re- 
fused to  renew  the  Garbose  lease,  and  gave 
a five-year  lease  to  Carbone.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  Garboses  have  taken  options  on  two 
theatre  sites,  one  of  them  being  across  the 
street  from  the  Orange. 


Plan  Waterbury  Hall 

HARTFORD — Mayor  John  S.  Monaghan  of 
Waterbury  conferred  with  Mayor  Mortensen 
of  Hartford  in  connection  with  plans  to  build 
a public  auditorium  in  Waterbury  as  a war 
memorial.  The  visiting  mayor  sought  Mort- 
ensen’s  advice  because  of  the  latter’s  capacity 
as  managing  director  of  the  Bushnell  Me- 
morial Theatre.  Charles  F.  T.  Seaverns,  presi- 
dent of  the  Bushnell,  was  present  at  the 
meeting. 


BOSTON — The  proposed  legislation  calling 
for  a ten  per  cent  state  tax  on  admissions 
to  theatres  and  other  places  of  entertainment 
brought  vigorous  protest  from  representa- 
tives of  the  entertainment  industry  at  a com- 
mittee hearing. 

Joseph  A.  Brennan,  representing  the  inde- 
pendent Allied  Theatres  of  New  England,  told 
the  legislative  committee  on  taxation  at  a 
public  hearing  in  Gardner  Auditorium  that 
the  theatres  of  Massachusetts  are  now  operat- 
ing under  a heavy  tax  burden  and  that 
passage  of  the  legislation  would  force  many 
of  the  state’s  388  moving  picture  houses 
out  of  business. 

The  bill  was  filed  by  George  W.  Porter 
(Rep)  of  Agawam,  who  argued  that  the  tax 
had  been  proposed  for  the  dual  purpose  of 
replacing  the  loss  of  revenue  from  horse  and 
dog  racing,  which  he  estimated  at  approxi- 
mately $6,000,000,  and  to  provide  new  moneys 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration’s program. 

Frank  Lydon,  operator  of  the  Hamilton 
in  Dorchester,  who  described  himself  as  “a 
small  operator”  with  25  years’  experience  in 
the  business,  said  that  the  small  moving 
picture  theatres  face  the  same  problem  con- 
fronting other  business  men  today. 

“We  are  burdened  with  taxes,  license  fees, 
labor  increases  and  increased  film  rental 
costs,  which  have  gone  sky  high,”  Lydon 
said.  He  also  pointed  out  that  a 20  per  cent 
federal  tax  on  admissions  has  been  in  ef- 
fect since  last  April  when  the  levy  was  in- 
creased from  ten  per  cent.  He  said  the  fed- 
eral government  had  not  realized  a 100  per 
cent  increase  in  revenue  because  of  de- 
creased attendance  resulting  from  the  tax. 

Joseph  Holland,  counsel  for  three  Keith 
theatres  in  Massachusetts  said  that  “any  ad- 
ditional tax  on  this  industry  at  this  time 
would  be  murder  and  the  tax  specified  in 
this  bill  would  be  murder  unlimited.” 

Among  other  opponents  of  the  bill  were 
Representatives  H.  J.  William  of  Revere, 
Thomas  T.  Gray  of  Springfield,  Fred  A. 
Hutchinson  of  Lynn  and  John  G.  Asiaf  of 
Brockton.  Representative  Porter  was  the 


only  person  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Nathan  Yamins  of  Springfield  empha- 
sized that  the  tax  on  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry is  much  higher  than  the  horse  and 
dog  race  tracks,  and  stressed  the  patriotic 
efforts  contributed  by  theatres  throughout 
the  state  in  all  war  loans,  Red  Cross  drives, 
infantile  paralysis  campaigns,  armed  forces 
recruiting  drives,  etc.  He  warned  that 
further  taxation  of  admissions  would  be 
a serious  blow  to  theatre  business. 


Three  Cities  Contribute 
$15,770.76  in  Dimes 

BRIDGEPORT — Motion  picture  audiences 
in  this  city,  Fairfield  and  Stratford  contrib- 
uted $15,770.76  in  the  March  of  Dimes,  ac- 
cording to  Matt  Saunders  and  Jack  Schwartz, 
co-chairmen. 

Four  Loew’s  Poli  theatres  contributed 
$9,429.74;  two  Warner  houses  reported  $1,- 
646.45,  while  six  Strand  Amusement  company 
houses  added  to  the  total  by  $1,331.30. 

Other  collections  were:  Klein  Memorial, 
$182;  Community,  Fairfield,  $612.20;  Strat- 
ford in  Stratford,  $191.30;  Barnum,  $214.18; 
Black  Rock,  $275;  Liberty,  $42.95;  West  End, 
$231.06;  Bostwick,  $100.14;  Parkway,  $126.58; 
Colonial,  $123.90;  Rivoli,  $292.19;  Capitol, 
$134.10,  and  Brooklawn,  $125.78. 

Former  WTAG  Announcer 
Headed  for  Fox  Stardom 

WORCESTER  — Twentieth-Fox  studio  ap- 
parently is  planning  big  things  for  Frank 
Dunne,  who  was  an  announcer  at  WTAG 
here  until  two  years  ago.  As  the  first  step  in 
making  him  over  into  a dramatic  actor,  Fox 
has  changed  his  name  to  Michael  Francis. 
His  first  role  will  be  Uncle  Willis  in  “Junior 
Miss”  and  will  be  followed  by  another  im- 
portant part,  that  of  Dr.  Jeff  Turner  in 
“Dragonwyck.”  Twentieth-Fox  discovered  him 
f.n  New  York  while  he  was  broadcasting  from 
WOR  the  nightly  Screen  Test  programs  spon- 
sored by  another  film  studio. 


HE’S  A PROUD  FATHER! — A1  Fecke,  Republic  salesman  in  Boston,  left,  has 
two  favorite  topics  of  conversation — Republic  films  and  his  son,  Lieut.  Alfred  J. 
Fecke  jr.  The  latter  downed  five  Jap  bombers  in  less  than  a minute  on  a wild 
battle  over  Formosa  on  October  16.  Four  of  them  went  down  in  V formation  in  the 
first  burst  of  fire  and  he  pursued  another  until  it  burst  into  flames.  He  was  in- 
jured and  made  a forced  landing,  but  was  picked  up  two  hours  later.  Lieutenant 
Fecke,  a graduate  of  the  University  of  New  Hampshire,  entered  the  navy  air  corps 
the  day  he  received  his  diploma. 
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Peterborough  Gem 
Destroyed  by  Blaze 

PETERBOROUGH,  N.  H.— Before  the  de- 
bris of  a $13,000  fire  which  destroyed  the 
Gem  Theatre  here  had  been  cleared  away, 
the  owner,  Warren  J.  Nichols,  announced 
that  the  town’s  only  motion  picture  house 
would  be  rebuilt  at  once. 

Flames  started  in  the  supply  room  adjoin- 
ing the  theatre  office  on  the  second  floor 
and  spread  rapidly.  The  entire  roof  caved 
in,  one  of  the  outer  walls  collapsed  and  the 
entire  interior  was  ruined. 

The  theatre,  which  featured  first  run  pic- 
tures and  often  held  benefit  shows  for  local 
organizations,  was  enlarged  and  completely 
remodeled  in  1934. 


BRIDGEPORT 


lyTanager  Matt  L.  Saunders  of  Loew’s  Poli 
was  in  Chicago  visiting  his  mother  . . . 
Mrs.  Maude  Schuman  of  the  Black  Rock 
Theatre  is  getting  a laugh  over  the  fact  she 
has  been  a measles  victim.  “The  measles  at 
my  age!”  she  says.  Maude,  by  the  way,  who 
served  as  manager  with  her  husband  Albert, 
is  severing  her  connections  with  the  Black 
Rock  . . . Samuel  Haddelman,  operator  of 
the  Capitol  and  Colonial,  is  back  in  his  day- 
time war  plant  job. 


The  Warner  Theatre  staff  is  happy  because 
a silver  lining  has  appeared  just  when 
everything  looked  dark  for  Evelyn  Teto,  cute 
blue-eyed  cashier  who  had  been  out  ill  for 
a month  after  hearing  her  husband,  Pvt.  Pat 
Teto,  had  been  wounded  and  awarded  a 
Bronze  Star  and  a Purple  Heart.  Evelyn  just 
received  greetings  from  overseas  in  the  form 
of  a birthday  cake  for  her  daughter  Patricia 
from  her  wounded  daddy. 


Joseph  Washlasky  has  swapped  his  Hippo- 
drome usher  uniform  for  that  of  a soldier. 
He  has  been  succeeded  by  Michael  Cannata 
. . . Manager  Robert  Carney  of  the  Lyric 
and  his  wife  Anne,  cashier  at  the  Globe,  cele- 
brated a wedding  anniversary  . . . There  is 
a rumor,  so  far  unconfirmed,  that  the  West- 
port  Country  Playhouse  will  reopen  in  the 
summer  for  a season  of  eight  to  ten  weeks. 
Reports  have  it  that  alterations  will  be 
started  shortly  at  the  theatre,  closed  since  the 
advent  of  gasoline  rationing. 


Albert  E.  Shea  of  the  Lyric  spoke  on  the 
theatre  at  a combined  meeting  of  the  Probus 
and  Y’s  Men  clubs  . . . Carpet  replacements 
are  on  the  schedule  for  local  Loew’s  thea- 
tres . . . “Star  Spangled  Widow”  is  slated 
to  have  its  pre-Broadway  opening  at  Loew’s 
Lyric  about  the  middle  of  March  ...  A dele- 
gation of  navy  officers,  headed  by  Lieut. 
Comdr.  L.  H.  Brendel,  attended  the  opening 
of  “The  Fighting  Lady”  as  the  guests  of  Man- 
ager Harry  A.  Rose  of  Loew’s  Majestic. 


Ramona  Goodman,  junior  assistant  man- 
ager at  Loew’s  Poli,  was  surprised  to  see  Peter 
Cusanelli  as  Balzac  in  “A  Song  to  Remem- 
ber.” She  worked  with  him  a few  years  ago 
when  she  was  press  agent  at  the  Park  The- 
atre. 


WAHOO 


America's  Finest  Screen  Game 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


GOVERNOR  LIKES  MUSIC— Gov.  J. 
Howard  McGrath  of  Rhode  Island,  seated 
on  left,  listens  while  Jules  Styne  plays 
and  Sammy  Cahn  sings  their  number, 
“Poor  Little  Rhode  Island.”  They  com- 
posed it  for  Columbia’s  “Carolina  Blues.” 
Now  they’re  working  on  another  for 
“Tonight  and  Every  Night.” 

Educators  to  Help 
Prepare  Scripts 

NEW  HAVEN — A committee  of  seven  prom- 
inent educators  in  the  field  of  social  studies, 
headed  by  Dr.  George  Counts  of  the  teachers 
college,  Columbia  University,  will  meet  under 
the  auspices  of  the  commission  on  motion 
pictures  in  education  and  the  National  Coun- 
cil of  the  Social  Studies,  to  further  the  com- 
mission’s project  of  providing  beneficial  edu- 
cational film  scripts,  Gardner  Hart,  executive 
secretary  of  the  commission  at  Yale,  reports. 

Already  70  units  or  special  topics  in  the 
field  of  geography  have  been  studied  by  the 
commission  and  its  conclusions  and  sugges- 
tions are  being  reduced  to  script  by  John 
Curtis,  professional  script  writer  on  the  com- 
mission’s staff,  located  at  Clark  University. 
The  70  units  provide  many  more  than  70 
films,  Hart  states. 

The  next  field  to  be  studied  is  that  of 
democratic  liberties  and  freedoms,  and  the 
commission  has  invited  contributions  of  high 
school  students  and  others  in  a national  sur- 
vey of  the  problems  to  be  dealt  with  and 
the  ideas  to  be  conveyed  in  educational  films 
in  this  field. 

In  recognizing  and  encouraging  high 
school  contributors,  the  commission  has  set 
up  a fund  and  launched  a national  contest 
in  which  students  are  asked  to  submit  300- 
word  articles  for  prizes  of  $150  war  bond, 
$100,  $50  and  ten  $25  bonds.  Articles  are 
sent  to  Yale  Station  at  New  Haven,  and  the 
contest  closes  May  1,  1945. 

Thought  is  invited  in  employer-employe  re- 
lations, isolationism,  race  problems,  unem- 
ployment, planned  economy,  housing  and 
many  other  channels. 

The  appointment  to  membership  on  the 
commission  of  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Barnes  has  been 
announced.  She  is  an  authority  on  classroom 
teachers  and  practices,  and  is  associated  with 
William  Livingston  School  No.  10,  at  Eliza- 
beth, N.  J. 


"Ice  Follies"  Open 

BOSTON— The  1945  edition  of  the  “Ice 
Follies”  opened  at  the  Boston  Garden  be- 
fore a crowd  of  more  than  12,000  persons. 
The  proceeds  of  the  first  Saturday  show 
was  turned  over  to  the  Record-American- 
Advertiser  fund  for  disabled  veterans. 


"Have  Not"  Is  Smash 
At  the  Boston  Met 

BOSTON — Crowds  jammed  the  sidewalks 
and  overflowed  into  the  streets  last  week  to 
see  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  at  the  Metro- 
politan. “Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  was  still  big 
in  its  third  week  at  the  Fenway  and  Para- 
mount. “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  was  good  at 
the  Orpheum  and  State.  The  weather  was 
warmer.  Much  ice  made  traveling  difficult, 
but  the  rise  in  temperature  seemed  to  have 
brought  more  persons  into  the  theatre  dis- 
trict. 

(Average  is  100) 

Eoston — Pan-Americana  (RKO),  plus  stage  show.... 120 


Fenway  and  Paramount — Keys  of  the  Kingdom 

(20th-Fox),  after  2 wks.  at  Metropolitan 130 

Majestic — Three  Caballeros  (RKO) -130 

Memorial — Her  Lucky  Night  (Univ),  2nd  wk.; 

Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 120 

Metropolitan — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 1 55 

Orpheum  and  Slate — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis 

(M-G-M)  125 

Translux — Castles  of  Crime  (PRC);  Bluebeard 

(PRC)  , 110 


Poli  Grosses  High  on  "Millions"; 

Fourth  "Singing"  Week  Good 

HARTFORD — Grosses  were  good  at  E.  M. 
Loew’s  on  a fourth  week  of  “Can’t  Help  Sing- 
ing.” “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  rang  the 
cash  register  at  the  Allyn.  “Music  for  Millions” 
scored  a big  opening  at  Loew’s  Poli. 


Allyn — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 130 

E M.  Loew's — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Mur- 
der in  the  Blue  Room  (Univ),  4th  wk 140 

Palace — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox);  Nevada 

(RKO),  2nd  wk 130 

Poli — Mu  ic  for  Millions  (M-G-M) 180 

Regal — The  Three  Caballeros  (RKO),  San  Diego, 

I Love  You  (Univ),  2nd  wk 135 

State — Fog  Island  (PRC),  plus  Jimmie  Lunceford 

and  orchestra  on  stage  100 

Strand — Objective,  Burma!  (WB)  150 


"Window"  and  "Blondie"  Cash  In  on 
Big  Campaign  at  New  Haven 

NEW  HAVEN — “Woman  in  the  Window” 
and  “Leave  It  to  Blondie”  showed  excellent 
results  of  a big  buildup  at  the  Loew’s  Poli, 
and  went  over  to  the  College  for  a second 
week.  A second  week  of  “Song  to  Remember” 
did  excellent  at  the  College.  Otherwise  busi- 
ness downtown  was  fair. 

Detail  for  the  week  ended  February  23: 


Bijou — I Love  a Mystery  (Col);  Youth  on 

Trial  (Col)  — 1 00 

College — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  2nd  wk 130 

Loew's  Poli — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO); 

Leave  It  to  Blondie  (Col) 122 

Paramount — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep);  Faces 

in  the  Fog  (Rep)  96 

Roger  Sherman — Mr.  Emmanuel  (UA);  Under 
Western  Skies  (Univ)  78 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 


“The  Mission  of  the  ATC,”  showing  activi- 
A ties  of  the  Atlantic  transport  command, 
the  North  Atlantic  division  of  which  is  based 
at  Grenier  Field  in  Manchester,  was  shown  at 
a recent  Kiwanis  Club  meeting  in  that  city. 
Lieut.  Herbert  Halpert  of  ATC  headquarters 
acted  as  narrator. 

Sgt.  Glenn  Henninger  of  Grenier  Field  and 
his  wife  won  a $50  bond  awarded  by  the  State 
Theatre  in  Manchester  as  the  prize  in  a 
treasure  hunt  held  in  connection  with  the 
showing  of  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate.” 

The  New  Hampshire  Congregational-Chris- 
tian  Record  has  challenged  the  right  of  leg- 
islators employed  at  Rockingham  Park  in 
Salem  to  vote  on  measures  affecting  the  pari- 
mutuel race  track. 

James  Skelton,  colored  baritone  known  as 
“Old  Man  River  Himself,”  headed  a recent 
vaudeville  bill  at  the  Palace  in  Manchester. 
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pilm  men  again  are  giving  their  best  efforts 
L to  the  Red  Cross  campaign.  The  fine  re- 
sponse at  the  opening  luncheon  here  indi- 
cated all-out  cooperation  in  this  worthy 
cause  . . . George  Comden  tied  up  with  local 
schools  on  his  one-day  presentation  of 
“Wilson”  and  did  record  business.  He  plans 
to  bring  the  picture  back  . . . The  local  Uni- 
versal force  is  second  in  the  Bill  Scully  anni- 
versary drive  . . . Nate  Furst  has  been  book- 
ing and  buying  for  the  Black  Rock  since 
early  February. 

Sam  Rosen  and  Sam  Weber  of  Rosen  Film 
Delivery  went  on  a vacation  to  Mexico. 
“Uncle”  Sam  Rosen  came  down  from  Weth- 
ersfield to  take  charge  while  they  are  gone 
. . . Tim  O’Toole  of  Columbia  went  to  Bos- 
ton . . . John  Moore,  Henry  Germaine,  Dick 
Carroll  and  George  Walsh  had  an  enjoyable 
sales  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Pierre  and  saw 
Paramount’s  new  release,  “Out  of  This 
World”  . . . Peter  Perakos  of  New  Britain 
reports  his  son,  Capt.  Steve  Perakos,  is  with 
the  marines  on  Iwo  Jima  . . . The  Lou  Gins- 
bergs took  a short  holiday  in  New  York. 

Matt  Saunders,  Poli  Bridgeport  manager, 
went  to  Chicago  to  visit  his  mother.  Bob 
Carney, and  Harry  Rose  relieve  him  at  the 
Poli  . . . Tito  Lazari,  on  his  day  off  from  the 
Poli,  Waterbury,  spent  it  hanging  around  at 
the  Poli  here  ...  Ed  Lynch  of  the  Roger  Sher- 
man, having  seen  all  the  pictures  in  town,  had 
to  go  to  New  York  to  see  a show  on  his  off 
day. 

A1  Poulton,  Monogram’s  Maine,  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire  salesman,  was  in  for 
some  X-rays  . . . Muriel  Silverman  and  Phyllis 
Shelling  of  20th-Fox  did  some  skiing  in  the 
Adirondacks  . . . The  Fishmans  took  advan- 
tage of  the  school  holiday  to  run  a special 
shorts  show  at  the  Dixwell,  advertising  15 
pictures  . . . “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  is  opening 
March  21  at  the  Roger  Sherman  for  two 
weeks. 

For  “The  Three  Caballeros”  the  Regal 
opened  at  9 a.  m.  all  week  . . . Bill  Brown 
arranged  a screening  of  “Fighting  Lady”  at 
the  Bijou,  with  V-12  Commander  Hunter, 
Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  priorities  board  and 
over  100  executives  in  local  war  factories  as 
guests.  Result:  sale  of  tickets  for  employes 
in  large  blocks  of  from  350  up  to  several 
thousand. 

Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Poli  tied  in  as  ex- 
clusive commercial  with  the  new  WHNC  pro- 
gram, “Battle  of  the  Baritones,”  a quiz  pro- 
gram on  which  five  pairs  of  passes  are  the 
weekly  prizes  . . . Molly  Stickles,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Palace,  Meriden,  made  the  best  of  the 
recent  snowstorms  when  she  planted  placards 
in  huge  snowbanks  all  over  town  plugging 
“Here  Come  the  WAVES”  ...  A Blizzard  of 
Entertainment  at  the  theatres. 

Sam  Shubof  used  a voice  contest  over 
WHNC  to  plug  second  week  of  “A  Song  to 
Remember,”  obtaining  recordings  and  music 
from  ,a  local  music  store  for  first  and  sec- 
ond prizes,  and  guest  tickets  for  the  theatre 
for  other  prizes. 

New  Haven’s  gift  to  Hollywood  is  bound  to 
be  Johnny  DiBenedetto  . . . Dorothy  Brown 
of  West  Haven,  recent  winner  of  the  Loew 
Poli  George  Sands  memorial  dramatic  con- 
test and  eligible  to  compete  for  a large  war 
bond  prize,  dramatics  course  and  screen  test, 
is  shelving  those  opportunities  in  favor  of  her 
ordnance  inspector’s  job  at  B&G  Machine  Co. 

Jimmy  Molloy,  register  scribe,  recently  back 
from  France  wounded,  viewed  the  show  at 
the  Palace  and  saw  himself  moving  up  to 
the  front  where  he  was  later  hit. 


“IN  CONFERENCE”— Jack  Davis,  Re- 
public’s New  England  district  manager, 
chats  with  Ruth  Terry  on  the  set  of  “The 
Amazing  Mr.  M”  at  the  North  Hollywood 
studios. 


Martin  Mullin  Named 
War  Bond  Chairman 

BOSTON — Samuel  Pinanski,  national  chair- 
man for  the  motion  picture  industry  in  the 
Seventh  War  Loan  drive,  announced  the  ap- 
pointment of  Martin  J.  Mullin  as  the  state 
chairman  for  the  motion  picture  industry  in 
Massachusetts.  Mullin  will  fill  this  post  in 
addition  to  his  war  service  task  as  chairman 
of  the  WAC,  New  England  theatres  division. 

As  state  chairman,  Mullin  will  head  some 
400  theatres  in  Massachusetts,  the  entire  per- 
sonnel of  which  will  again  be  marshaled  for 
action  in  boosting  Seventh  War  Loan  sales. 
About  90  per  cent  of  the  theatres  in  this 
state  are  official  “issuing  agents”  for  the 
treasury  department,  selling  war  bonds  di- 
rect from  the  boxoffices  of  the  movie  houses. 
In  addition  the  theatres  plan  to  conduct  war 
bond  premieres,  kiddie  shows.  Free  Movie 
Days,  bond  rallies  and  other  special  ac- 
tivities to  an  even  greater  degree  than  in 
previous  drives. 

Pari-Mutuel  Racing  Bill 
Ahead  in  Hampshire 

CONCORD,  N.  H. — Despite  vigorous  oppo- 
sition voiced  at  a hearing,  the  house  ways 
and  means  committee  has  voted  17  to  2 in 
favor  of  extending  the  legalization  of  pari- 
mutuel horse  racing  in  New  Hampshire 
through  1950. 

The  bill,  which  would  grant  Rockingham 
Park  in  Salem  the  right  to  operate  for  five 
more  years,  was  bitterly  assailed  by  clergy- 
men and  others,  but  the  fact  that  no  racing 
officials  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  measure 
indicated  that  they  were  extremely  confident 
that  the  committee  would  report  it  favorably. 

As  spearhead  of  the  attack,  Harry  Carlson 
of  Plainfield,  denounced  the  legalized  gam- 
bling as  “a  betrayal  of  the  1,000  New  Hamp- 
shire men  who  gave  their  lives  in  the  present 
war.” 


WORCESTER 


JUTanager  Nate  Goldberg  of  the  Olympia  re- 
ported to  police  that  the  theatre  was 
broken  into  through  an  exit  door  and  $31 
was  stolen  from  the  tonic  and  candy  ma- 
chines . . . Louis  Prima’s  orchestra  drew 
1,500  to  a dance  at  the  Auditorium  . . . 
Dominic  Turturro,  operator  of  the  Elms  in 
Millbury,  was  reappointed  a special  police  of- 
ficer in  the  theatre  at  a recent  meeting  of  the 
Millbury  selectmen. 


Additions  to  the  Plymouth’s  staff  include 
Paul  Cormier,  Matteio  DeSalvio,  Donald 
Booker,  Robert  Gallant,  Nick  Belmonte  and 
Arthur  Leboeuf  . . . The  Strand  in  Palmer 
collected  $300  for  the  March  of  Dimes,  and 
the  Three  Rivers  collected  $60.94  . . . Bob 
Portle,  manager  of  the  Elm  Street,  reports  a 
second  week  for  “A  Song  to  Remember.” 

Elmer  Cartier,  Poli,  has  been  discharged 
from  the  hospital  and  is  convalescing  at 
home  . . . Nick  Long  jr.,  the  film  dancer,  was 
in  town  . . . Manager  Ralph  Eaton  of  the 
Plymouth  arranged  a broadcast,  record  auto- 
graphs and  many  other  exploitation  stunts  for 
Joan  Brooks  on  her  personal  appearance. 

The  Better  Films  Council  approved  “Our 
Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay”  for  the  fam- 
ily; “The  Climax,”  “Dancing  in  Manhattan,” 
“I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  “A  Song  to  Remember” 
and  “Under  Western  Skies”  for  mature-family 
audiences,  and  ‘The  Hairy  Ape,”  “The  Sign 
of  the  Cross”  and  “Three  Is  a Family”  for 
adults  only. 

Maurice  Radin  of  the  Poli  is  getting  a laugh 
with  his  story  on  why  he  orders  bacon  now 
with  his  eggs  . . . Jerry  Finnegan  and  Bert 
Green,  emissaries  from  the  Court  Square, 
Springfield,  paid  Ralph  Eaton  a visit  at  the 
Plymouth  ...  A crowd  of  1,800  packed  Me- 
chanics Hall  to  see  the  Renaissance  basket- 
ball team  from  New  York. 

Three  Wooster  Joes  are  playing  drums  in 
vaudeville  houses  in  three  different  cities. 
Joe  Nozzolillo  is  at  the  Plymouth  here,  Joe 
Shapiro  at  the  RKO  Boston  and  Joe  Parks  at 
the  Park  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  . . . Herman 
Claman,  Fitchburg  theatre  manager,  is  a cou- 
sin of  Tony  Martin  . . . Larry  Parks,  the  film 
actor,  was  known  as  Ken  Parks  in  his  stock 
days  in  Fitchburg. 

Marcel  Dill,  formerly  of  the  Playhouse,  will 
be  in  a USO  production  of  “Oklahoma”  that 
will  tour  the  foxhole  circuit  . . . Adelle  Puchek 
has  joined  the  Poli  as  cashier,  succeeding 
Dorothy  Dupont,  who  has  entered  the  WAVES 
. . . Ralph  Eaton,  Plymouth  manager,  has 
become  a pipe  smoker. 

Miss  Mona  Weiser,  a student  at  Clark  Uni- 
versity, was  the  winner  of  the  Poli’s  “Song  ■ 
to  Remember”  oratorical  contest  . . . George 
Hamid,  operator  of  White  City  Park  here,  is 
interested  in  putting  on  a vaudeville-circus 
show  in  a Broadway  legitimate  house  . . . 
Max  Finn,  general  manager  of  the  E.  M. 
Loew  circuit,  has  returned  to  Boston  with  his 
son,  seriously  hurt  in  an  automobile  crash 
in  West  Virginia. 

The  Plymouth  lined  up  Gloria  Jean  and 
Carol  Bruce  for  personals  . . . George  Beede, 
manager  of  the  Strand  in  Westboro,  cashes 
in  on  his  publicity  on  the  fact  that  many  film 
stars  used  to  play  as  unknowns  in  stock 
companies  in  Westboro.  They  include  Helen 
Walker,  Michael  St.  Angel,  Erford  Gage, 
Peter  Cookson  and  Tom  Drake. 


Swedish  Star  to  “Notorious"  Cast 

Frank  Sundstrom,  of  the  Royal  Dramatic 
Theatre  in  Stockholm,  has  been  signed  by 
Vanguard  Films  and  assigned  an  important 
role  in  “Notorious.”  Sundstrom,  currently 
in  Sweden,  plans  to  leave  for  America  soon. 


Manager  Harold  Maloney  of  the  Poli  has 
added  Tom  Kelleher,  Ted  Kislek  and  Russ 
Ballard  to  the  staff  . . . Pvt.  Armando  J. 
Nozzolillo,  22,  brother  of  Joe  Nozzolillo  of  the 
Plymouth,  was  wounded  in  Germany,  and  has 
been  removed  to  Lovell  General  Hospital  at 
Ft.  Devens. 
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fl  rt  Bergeron,  ex-Palace,  is  now  in  France 
. . . George  Ettinger,  former  Columbia 
exploiteer  in  this  territory,  is  now  in  charge 
of  Columbia  radio  publicity  at  the  New  York 
office  . . . Rebecca  Finn,  daughter  of  Max 
Finn,  general  manager  for  E.  M.  Loew’s 
Theatres,  is  now  with  Phil  Spitalny’s  all- 
girl orchestra. 

Fred  O’Conner  is  new  on  the  Astor  staff 
. . . Louis  Ginsburg,  Amalgamated  Theatres, 
was  in  . . . Louis  Kula  has  taken  on  a part 
time  war  job  in  addition  to  his  Allyn  Theatre 
duties  . . . Officer  Mike  Dropick,  Colonial, 
has  completed  his  first  aid  course  . . . Dody 
Fritzson,  Allyn  cashier,  sent  a birthday  pack- 
age to  hubby  Stanley  in  the  Philippines  with 
the  navy  . . . Lou  Brown,  Loew’s  Poli  ex- 
ploitation chief,  arrived  in  town,  his  broken 
ankle  still  in  a cast. 

The  fan  room  and  ushers  room  at  E.  M. 
Loew’s  has  been  repainted  and  fireproofed 
. . . Capt.  Louis  Gordon  has  been  released 
from  the  army  and  has  rejoined  Lockwood 
& Gordon  at  Boston  . . . Acting  Manager 
Henry  Wittke,  Lenox,  started  a cleanup  cam- 
paign . . . Marine  Sgt.  Ed  Boggs,  gone  for 
three  years  in  the  South  Pacific,  visited  his 
former  boss,  George  Landers,  at  E.  M.  Loew's. 

Connie  Gordon,  daughter  of  Jack  Gordon, 
owner  of  Gordon’s  Talent  Bureau,  writes 
from  Cherry  Point,  N.  C.,  that  she  has  been 
appointed  as  assistant  to  the  marine  chap- 
lain . . . Central  Cashier  Mrs.  Carrie  Mun- 
son, off  ill,  was  temporarily  replaced  by  Iso- 
bel  Jacobs,  Colonial  cashier,  while  Regal 
Cashier  Minnie  Claffey  handles  the  relief 
stint  at  the  Colonial  . . . Mrs.  Norman  Rolfe 
returned  from  a visit  with  her  family  in 
Braintree,  Mass. 

Margaret  Morgan,  former  Lenox  cashier 
who  joined  the  WAVES,  visited  the  theatre 
gang  following  completion  of  basic  train- 
ing at  Hunter  College.  She  was  en  route 
to  a Washington  station.  Her  younger  sis- 
ter Kay  has  joined  the  Lenox  staff  as  usher- 
ette and  her  brother  Joe,  ex-Lenox,  is  now 
with  the  navy  . . . Joe  Quittner,  co-owner 
of  the  Q&P  circuit,  came  in  from  New  York 
to  relieve  at  the  Eastwood  for  Manager  Tom 
Grace,  who  was  visiting  his  family  in  New 
London  . . . Ernie  Links,  former  manager 
for  Interstate  Theatres  in  Rockeville,  Conn., 
and  former  assistant  manager  for  E.  M. 
Loew’s  here,  is  overseas  with  the  army. 

Stanley  Redmond,  former  Allyn  manager, 
reports  that  his  mother  is  rallying  at  the 
New  Haven  Hospital  and  holding  her  own 
. . . Ted  Tuttle,  Astor  manager,  has  been 
discharged  from  St.  Francis  Hospital  to  con- 
valescing at  home.  His  assistant,  Bernard 
Stevens,  is  relieving  . . . The  Astor’s  Monday 
night  amateur  programs  are  being  discon- 
tinued until  spring. 

Manager  Walter  Lloyd  reports  “For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls,”  back  at  the  Allyn  at  regular 
prices,  hit  the  jackpot  again  . . . “Holy  Mat- 
rimony” was  presented  at  the  Bushnell  Mem- 
orial last  Saturday  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Children’s  Museum  . . . Manager  Frank 
Morin,  Regal,  started  at  9 a.  m.  daily  dur- 
ing the  second  week  of  “The  Three  Cabal- 
leros” while  schools  were  closed. 

The  screen  and  stage  star,  Belle  Baker,  is 
set  for  a charity  benefit  performance  at 
the  Bushnell  Memorial  March  5 . . . Minnie 
Hecker,  Strand  cashier,  has  returned  from 
a three-week  Florida  vacation  and  is  in  the 
brown!  . . . Frank  Ramsey,  ex-Lenox  mana- 
ger released  recently  from  the  army  at 
Greensboro,  S.  C.,  has  been  sending  local 
theatre  pals  picture  postals  from  points  across 
the  country  as  he  heads  for  California.  The 


latest  ones  this  week  reached  Mrs.  O’Toole 
at  the  ex-Warner  circuit  district  office,  from 
Wyoming. 

Manager  Fred  Greenway,  Palace,  reports 
that  he  plans  to  install  his  Wheel  of  For- 
tune into  the  lobby  during  the  Red  Cross 
campaign. 


SPRINGFIELD 


The  Wendal  Moores  (he's  assistant  at  the 
Art)  are  expecting  a visit  from  the  stork 
. . . Columbia  Exploiteer  Stephen  Milgram, 
here  to  assist  A1  Anders,  Bijou,  on  “A  Song 
to  Remember,”  and  Max  Ervin,  director  of 
musical  education  in  Springfield  high  schools, 
held  tune-tracing  record  sessions  at  school 
assemblies  throughout  the  city  to  plug  the 
film. 

Circuit  Owner  Herman  Rifkin  has  an- 
nounced the  appointment  of  Steve  Taylor  to 
the  management  of  the  Jefferson  here  . . . 
Andy  Sette’s  wife  and  daughter  left  for  a 
ten-day  sojourn  in  New  York  to  visit  rela- 
tives . . . Danny  Finn  was  recently  injured 
in  an  automobile  accident  at  Staunton,  Va„ 
and  is  now  at  the  Max  Finn  home  here. 

The  midnight  curfew  does  not  interfere 
with  running  schedules  here.  All  midnight 
shows  for  war  workers  were  discontinued 
over  a month  ago  to  comply  with  Mayor 
Albin  Anderson’s  fuel  saving  program  . . . 
For  a horror  show,  Manager  Charlie  Patch, 
Art,  planned  to  employ  a local  man  almost 
eight  feet  tall  as  a street  bally. 

E.  P.  Daley  is  at  the  helm  of  the  Waldorf, 
Lynn,  Mass.,  while  J.  Ceckman  is  convales- 
cing . . . "My  Day,”  by  Manager  Chic  Hur- 
ley of  the  Phillips,  was  published  in  the 
Daily  News  last  week. 


Top  Feature  Role  to  Virginia  Grey 

A top  feature  role  in  Universal’s  “Men 
in  Her  Diary”  has  been  assigned  Virginia 
Grey. 


NEW  ALTEC  MANAGER— Robert  D. 
Fairbanks,  who  has  been  named  Boston 
branch  manager  by  L.  J.  Hocking,  New 
England  district  manager  of  Altec  Service 
Corp.  He  is  a gradute  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Institute  of  Technology.  He  joined 
Erpi  in  1937  and  was  made  supervisor 
of  the  Boston  district  in  1942. 


Army  Use  of  Screens 
In  Europe  Related 

HARTFORD — Home  on  furlough  from  Italy 
and  interviewed  by  the  press  last  week  was 
Sgt.  William  Levy  of  Hartford,  who  has  been 
serving  as  films  advisor  to  the  director  of 
the  psychological  warfare  board.  The  inter- 
view concerned  operation  of  theatres  by  the 
army  service  in  recaptured  areas. 

The  European  public  is  most  receptive  to 
the  standard  Hollywood  attractions,  plus  OWI 
and  other  government  agency  propaganda 
films  the  board  uses,  Levy  said.  By  compari- 
son, the  German  propaganda  films  were 
“too  inconvincingly  prepared  for  public  ac- 
ceptance,” he  asserted. 

Levy  pointed  out  that  nearly  250  theatres 
were  taken  over  at  the  beginning  in  Algiers, 
Morocco,  and  Tunis,  following  the  invasion, 
and  then  the  film  service  spread  to  Sicily, 
Italy,  and  southern  France  by  1944.  He  said 
the  U.S.  service  rebuilds  bombed  and 
wrecked  theatres.  Admission  prices  at  the 
overseas  theatres  have  been  frozen  at  pre- 
war levels  and  are  well  attended. 

As  far  as  European  film  production  is  con- 
cerned, he  rated  the  Russians,  Hungarians 
and  Czechs  as  leaders  with  Italy  and  France 
next. 

Levy  entered  the  service  in  April  1942  and 
was  transferred  to  North  Africa  with  the 
engineers  corps.  In  March  of  1943,  he  was 
attached  to  the  motion  picture  section  of  the 
WPB  due  to  his  extensive  film  industry  back- 
ground. He  said  that  WPB  is  currently  serv- 
icing 1,600  theatres  in  Italy  with  features, 
shorts,  and  newsreels  and  even  producing 
some  films. 


A Third  Anniversary 

NORWICH — February  19  marked  the  third 
anniversary  of  the  reopening  of  the  Broad- 
way here  by  Loew’s  Poli.  Then  Edward  Arnold 
was  presented  in  person  from  the  stage  with 
attendant  ceremonies  and  band  music.  The 
screen  attraction  was  “Woman  of  the  Year.” 
Manager  Joseph  Boyle  points  out  that  it  was 
a coincidence  that  the  attraction  on  the  third 
anniversary  was  “Main  Street  After  Dark,” 
starring  Edward  Arnold. 


Tom  Hagan  to  Springfield 

HARTFORD — Henry  Wittke,  assistant  at 
the  State,  Manchester,  is  doing  relief  at  the 
Lenox  here,  replacing  Hagan  who  went  to 
Springfield. 


MAINE 


Tt  has  been  reported  that  Cpl.  Albert  E. 

Caron  of  the  army  escaped  in  the  summer 
of  1943  from  Cabanatuan  prison  camp,  and 
made  his  way  to  Australia.  The  recent  re- 
lease of  prisoners  from  that  camp  made  it 
possible  to  reveal  this  information.  Caron 
was  employed  by  the  Star  Theatre  in  West- 
brook before  entering  the  service. 

Fred  Eugley,  manager  of  the  Star  Theatre, 
has  been  suffering  from  the  gout  . . . Rob- 
ert Jordan  is  the  new  usher  at  the  Star 
Theatre,  replacing  Ronald  Delcourt  . . . Be- 
cause of  the  blizzard,  the  Star  Theatre  was 
forced  to  play  Thursday’s  bill  on  Friday,  as 
their  film  did  not  arrive  from  Boston. 

Jose  Iturbi  gave  a concert  in  City  Hall  . . . 
The  Maine  Theatre  soon  will  lose  two  men 
to  the  services,  Walter  Lomac,  assistant  man- 
ager who  goes  back  into  the  air  corps  after 
being  on  inactive  service  for  two  months,  and 
Stanley  Mayo,  operator,  who  will  go  into  the 
navy  the  last  of  February. 
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Theatre  Owners  Join 
On  Solon  Hearings 

NEW  HAVEN — Connecticut  members  of 
the  MPTO  and  Allied  combined  for  a legisla- 
tive discussion  and  luncheon  meeting  Monday 
at  Ceriani’s  and  mapped  out  a plan  of  action 
to  be  followed  at  hearings  soon  to  be  sched- 
uled in  Hartford.  Before  the  state  legislature 
this  year  are  the  perennial  two-men-in-a- 
booth  bill,  a bill  to  extend  hours  of  Sunday 
operation,  a bill  to  license  all  steam  boiler 
attendants,  and  a bill  further  prescribing  seat 
space,  exits,  lighting,  etc.,  and  inspections  by 
the  fire  marshal. 

Herman  M.  Levy,  Connecticut  MPTO  ex- 
ecutive secretary  and  registered  lobbyist  at 
Hartford,  presented  the  bills,  which  have 
been  assigned  to  various  committees  for  early 
hearing. 


Incorporation  Papers  Are 
Filed  by  Markoff 

NEW  HAVEN — A certificate  of  organiza- 
tion has  been  filed  with  the  secretary  of 
state  for  Markoff  Theatres,  Colchester,  show- 
ing Theodore  Markoff  as  president,  Rose 
Markoff,  vice-president;  Joseph  Markoff, 
treasurer,  and  Mary  Markoff,  secretary.  The 
Markoffs  operate  the  Colchester,  Moodus  and 
East  Hampton  theatres. 

Also  filing  certificate  of  organization  is 
Recreation,  Inc.  of  South  Main  St.,  Union- 
ville,  with  Harold  F.  Cromack  as  president; 
Daniel  J.  Collins,  vice-president;  Francis  J. 
Halloran,  secretary,  and  Thomas  J.  Ryan, 
treasurer,  all  of  Unionville. 


NEW  BRITAIN 


N.  ENGLAND  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Samuel  Pinanski,  pres- 
ident of  the  Mullin 
and  Pinanski  Theatre 
Corporation  of  Boston, 
started  in  the  motion 
picture  business  as 
manager  of  the  Beacon 
Theatre  of  that  city 
in  1914.  He  has  been 
associated  with  Marty 
Mullin  in  the  powerful 
M&P  around  ten  years 
and  is  president  of  the 
Allied  Theatres  of  New 
England  and  field  chairman  of  the  WAC.  His 
activities  outside  the  industry  include  mem- 
bership in  the  University  Club  of  Boston  and 
he  is  a 32nd  degree  Mason.  Pinanski’s  home 
is  in  Brookline  and  he  has  two  daughters, 
one  of  them  married. 


Samuel  Resnick  of  An- 
dover, Mass.,  knows  a 
good  thing  when  he 
sees  it.  He  began  his 
motion  picture  opera- 
tions with  the  Play- 
house at  Andover  in 
1917,  and  today  is  still 
operating  his  695-seat 
house  on  the  same  site. 
A graduate  of  both 
Clark  University  and 
Harvard  Law  School, 
Resnik  is  a member  of 
the  Independent  Exhibitors,  is  a director  of 
the  Andover  Taxpayers  Ass’n,  a member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bar,  Variety,  Masons,  B’nai 
B’rith,  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  An- 
dover Country  Club,  Service  Club  and  Square 
and  Compass  Club.  His  diversion  is  golf. 


For  more  than  a quar- 
ter century  Harold 
Tabackman  of  Con- 
necticut has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry. 

His  initial  enterprise 
was  the  Royal  in 
Chicopee  Falls,  Mass. 

His  next  move  was  to 
Connecticut,  where  he 
opened  the  Plaza  in 
East  Hartford,  the 
Rivoli  in  West  Haven, 
and  the  Apollo  in  New  Haven.  He  has  been 
at  the  Bostwick,  a 524-seat  house  in  Bridge- 
port, for  the  past  eight  years.  Tabackman 
also  manages  Cavco,  an  organization  handling 
automatic  candy  vendors.  He  is  a member  of 
Allied,  the  Masons  and  Grotto. 


Mary  C.  Vuono  of 

Connecticut  has  been 
affiliated  with  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry 
for  more  than  30  years. 

She  began  her  career 
when  she  opened  the 
Strand  in  the  Stam- 
ford post  office  build- 
ing. She  erected  the 
Palace  there,  and  later 
operated  both  the  Em- 
press and  Norwalk  in 
South  Norwalk  and 
now  has  the  State  at  Springdale.  She  has 
three  married  sons  and  a married  daughter; 
a fourth  son,  corporal  in  the  signal  corps,  is 
overseas.  She  has  13  grandchildren.  A widow, 
she  says  her  hobby  is  seeking  “a  rich  retired 
business  man.” 


T ieut.  Johnny  Perakos,  son  of  Peter  Perakos 
of  the  Q&P  circuit,  has  arrived  home 
on  a furlough  from  an  air  corps  base  in 
California  ...  In  his  ads  for  “Guest  in  the 
House”  and  in  the  lobby  notices  and  trail- 
ers, Manager  Joe  Borenstein,  Embassy,  urged 
patrons  to  view  the  film  from  the  beginning 
and  invited  them  to  phone  the  theatre  for 
starting  time. 

Manager  Tom  Grogan,  Strand,  Thompson- 
ville,  was  off  with  the  grippe  and  Assistant 
Joe  Boddin  was  in  charge  . . . Kate  Ulbrich, 
at  the  State  in  Manchester  two  years,  re- 
signed . . . The  four-hour  “giant  shows” 
of  shorts  and  cartoons  are  drawing  well  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  at  Mike  Michalski’s 
Circle  in  Manchester. 

Joel  Swensen,  Warner  Bros.  New  York  re- 
searcher, and  Mrs.  Swensen  announce  the 
birth  of  their  second  son,  Erik,  at  Stamford 
Hospital  . . , Manager  Joe  Boyle’s  Broadway, 
Norwich,  observed  its  third  year  anniversary 
this  week. 

For  the  March  of  Dimes,  Manager  Jack 
Sanson,  State,  Manchester,  placed  the  names 
of  Bing  Crosby  and  Frank  Sinatra  on  milk 
bottles  and  children  throughout  the  area 
competed  to  see  who  brought  in  the  largest 
amount  . . . Morris  Keppner’s  Glastonbury 
has  discontinued  weekday  matinees  . . . 
Birthday  congratulations  to  Sanson. 

Projectionist  Johnny  Moran,  Capitol,  Wil- 
limantie,  has  returned  to  his  post  after  a 
long  illness,  reports  Manager  Russ  Barrett. 
The  Community  Sing  reels  have  been  get- 
ting a big  hand,  he  says  . . . Vic  Morrelli, 
Bristol,  expected  to  be  discharged  from 
Bristol  Hospital  this  week  after  a long  siege 
of  pneumonia. 


Charles  L,  Repass  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  be- 
came an  exhibitor  in 
Pittston,  Pa„  ’way 
back  in  1910.  He  has 
remained  in  the  in- 
dustry ever  since  and 
today  operates  the 
Crown  Theatre,  an 
840-seat  house,  in 
Hartford.  A member  of 
Allied,  Repass  is  also 
a member  of  Moose. 
Evidently  his  love  of 
sports  has  been  inherited  by  his  oldest  son, 
Robert  W„  who  played  shortstop  for  Wash- 
ington prior  to  entering  the  army.  A second 
son,  John  E.,  is  a machinist  mate  in  the  navy, 
and  Donald  H.,  14,  is  at  home.  Two  daughters 
are  married. 

Lou  Anger  of  Con- 
necticut began  ’as  an 
operator  at  the  West 
End  Theatre,  Bridge- 
port, 30  years  ago,  and 
opened  his  own  house, 
the  Capitol,  Milford, 
five  years  later.  At 
one  time  he  operated 
the  Colonial,  Capitol, 

Bostwick,  Barnum  and 
Parkway  theatres, 

Bridgeport,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Astor  in 
East  Hartford  and  the  State,  New  Britain. 
Many  years  ago  Anger  was  a fight  promoter 
and  managed  a string  of  boxers.  Today  he 
derives  sufficient  excitement  operating  his 
590-seat  Barnum  Theatre,  Bridgeport.  He  is 
a member  of  Allied,  Elks  and  Lions. 


Jack  Schwartz  started 
his  motion  picture  ca- 
reer more  than  30 
years  ago,  starting 
with  the  Strand 
Amusement  Co.  in 
Bridgeport.  Five  years 
later  he  was  managing 
the  Park  City  Theatre 
and,  subsequently,  the 
Liberty  and  Black 
Rock.  He  now  operates 
the  788-seat  West  End 
Theatre  in  Bridge- 
port, his  property  for  the  last  14  years.  On 
the  board  of  directors  for  Allied,  a member 
of  the  Probus  Club  and  the  Masons.  His  hob- 
bies are  gardening  and  deep-sea  fishing.  He 
has  two  children:  Susan,  seven  years  old,  and 
Teddy,  age  four  “going  on  five.” 

Hyman  S.  Schwartz 

has  been  connected 
with  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  the 
Nutmeg  State  for  more 
than  three  decades. 

He  became  an  exhibi- 
tor in  1914  when  he 
purchased  and  operat- 
ed the  Auditorium 
Theatre  in  Norwich, 
the  town  in  which  he 
now  lives.  His  present 
theatre  operation  is 
the  Hillcrest,  492-seat  house  in  Taftville.  In- 
terested in  civic  affairs,  Schwartz  served  as 
sheriff  from  1929  to  1943.  A member  of  no 
exhibitor  organization,  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Elks  and  is  fond  of  sports.  He  has  two 
daughters  (one  married),  and  a son. 
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BOSTON 


The  proceeds  from  the  premiere  at  the 

Majestic  Theatre  of  "The  Three  Cabal- 
leros,” $2,400,  went  to  the  Record-American 
and  Sunday  Advertiser  hospitalized  service 
men’s  fund.  In  addition  to  the  film  a nov- 
elty show  was  staged  by  stars  of  the  Boston 
stage*  night  clubs  and  radio  stations. 

Floyd  N.  Hemingway  of  the  Lockwood  & 
Gordon  Cameo  Theatre  celebrated  his  25th 
wedding  anniversary  last  week,  holding  open 
house  for  his  friends  at  his  home  at  27 
Howard  St.  in  Brockton  . . . John  Dervin, 
UA,  and  the  entire  sales  staff  met  to  dis- 
cuss coming  releases. 

Tub  Thumpers  of  America  gave  a dinner 
at  Hotel  Statler  for  Samuel  Pinanski,  who 
has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the  Seventh 
War  Loan  drive,  and  Harry  Browning,  presi- 
dent of  the  Tub  Thumpers.  Transcription 
records  were  played,  relating  highlights  in 
the  life  of  Browning.  Those  present  in- 
cluded Phil  Engel,  Art  Moger,  Paul  Levi, 
Joe  Longo,  Abe  Bernstein,  Van  Leer,  Joe 
DiPesa,  Jack  Saef,  Don  Prince  and  Red  King. 

Mrs.  John  Leary  made  her  first  trip  to 
RKO  since  her  operation  about  two  months 
ago  . . . Jim  Winn,  UA  manager,  returned 
from  a trip  to  Albany,  Buffalo  and  New 
Haven  . . . Bob  Montgomery,  representing 
“Tomorrow  the  World,”  was  in  a few  days 
wording  with  Phil  Engel  on  the  preview  of 
the  picture  to  be  held  at  the  Esquire  The- 
atre March  12  for  1,000  invited  guests,  in- 
cluding clergymen,  school  board  members, 
social  and  civic  leaders  and  other  promi- 
nent persons. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Jordan,  UA,  celebrated  her 
first  wedding  anniversary  by  proudly  show- 
ing an  anniversary  letter  from  her  husband 
in  New  Guinea  . . . Nate  Holwitz  was  a 
visitor  . . . Florence  Scully  and  Barbara 
Connolly  took  advantage  of  the  heavy  snow 
and  ice  to  go  skiing  at  North  Conway,  N.  H. 

Barnett  Welansky,  former  head  of  the 
Cocoanut  Grove,  who  is  serving  a 12  to  15- 
year  prison  sentence  for  manslaughter  as  a 
result  of  the  fire  catastrophe  there,  was  given 
three  concurrent  sentences  of  two  years  each 
on  charges  of  evasion  of  federal  taxes.  After 
imposing  the  sentences  last  week,  Judge 
Arthur  D.  Healey  granted  suspensions  and 
ordered  Welansky  placed  on  a year’s  proba- 
tion at  the  expiration  of  the  manslaughter 
sentence.  Jacob  Goldfine,  an  employe  of  the 
Cocoanut  Grove,  was  given  a suspended 
six-month  sentence  and  a year’s  probation 
on  a single  tax  evasion  indictment. 

Bernard  Wolff  is  the  new  office  manager 
at  20th-Fox  . . . Cpl.  Manning  Cietos,  on 
special  army  assignment  at  Cushing  Hos- 
pital in  Framingham,  presented  a plaque 
to  Floyd  L.  Bell  in  appreciation  of  his  help 
in  making  available  many  of  the  star  acts 
taken  to  the  hospital  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  service  men  confined  there. 


Kay  O’Hare,  bookers  secretary  at  M-G-M, 
announced  her  engagement  . . . H.  L.  Morony 
of  the  Playhouse  in  Newport,  Me.,  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor  . . . Ditto  the  Cohen  broth- 
ers, operators  of  the  Ritz  in  Lewiston,  Me. 

. . . Harry  Welsh  of  Gorham,  Me.,  has  sold 
the  Playhouse  in  Bartlett,  N.  H. 

R.  O.  Hall  is  now  operating  the  Andrews 
in  Stockton  Springs,  Me. 

Halifax  Oxford  to  Duals 
For  Afternoon  Patrons 

From  Canadian  Edition 

ST.  JOHN — Three  important  changes  have 
become  effective  with  the  recent  acquisition 
of  the  Oxford,  Halifax,  by  the  Odeon-Rank 
circuit. 

Since  this  west  end  house  was  established 
about  seven  years  ago  an  interruption  had 
been  customary  between  afternoon  and  night 
shows.  Now  a continuous  daily  show  is  of- 
fered, starting  at  1 p.  m.,  and  ending  at  2. 
In  the  past,  chiefly  single  bills  were  pre- 
sented, but  under  Odeon,  the  accent  will 
be  on  double  bills.  The  two  pictures  on  each 
bill  will  differ  sharply  in  type.  In  an  ef- 
fort to  promote  afternoon  business  at  this 
neighborhood  stand,  the  adult  price  has  been 
cut  from  30  to  25  cents,  including  taxes. 
The  introduction  of  the  grind  and  duals  were 
also  to  stimulate  chiefly  the  afternoon  pa- 
tronage. The  location  is  not  as  good  for  the 
afternoon  trade  as  theatres  in  the  city  proper 
and  north  end. 

Famous  Players,  which  lost  the  Oxford  to 
Odeon  on  expiration  of  the  lease,  is  honor- 
ing gift  tickets  on  the  Oxford  at  the  Capi- 
tol, Orpheum  and  Garrick.  However,  the 
Garrick  is  also  to  be  taken  over  by  Odeon. 

Abe  Garson,  St.  John,  recently  named 
maritime  chief  for  Odeon,  has  held  the  ma- 
jority stock  interest  in  the  Oxford  and  Gar- 
rick in  recent  years.  FPC  had  the  Oxford 
under  lease  for  six  years.  It  was  built  orig- 
inally for  Mintz  Brothers,  slot  machine  dis- 
tributors. 

A School  Board  Approves 
Visual  Education  Step 

From  Canadian  Edition 

WATERLOO,  ONT. — The  public  school 
board  has  taken  steps  toward  accepting  the 
visual  education  program  sponsored  by  the 
Ontario  department  of  education.  Provision 
was  made  in  the  estimates  for  1945  to  in- 
clude a motion  picture  projector  and  several 
reels  of  film. 


New  Contract  to  Cameron  Mitchell 

A new  contract  has  been  awarded  to  Cam- 
eron Mitchell  who  is  in  the  cast  of  “They 
Were  Expendable,”  Metro  production. 


Grim  Warning  in  an  Assault  Case 


NEW  HAVEN— A grim  warning  that  some 
day  soon  something  will  happen  in  a crowd- 
ed theatre  that  will  attract  nationwide  at- 
tention “unless  something  is  done  to  call  a 
halt  to  the  current  wave  of  vandalism”  was 
sounded  by  Prosecutor  Edwin  S.  Pickett  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas  here  during  the 
closing  arguments  last  week  in  the  case  of 
20-year-old  Nick  Guerra,  found  guilty  of 
punching  Manager  James  Darby  of  the  Para- 
mount Theatre.  Guerra  had  appealed  a lower 
court  conviction,  at  which  time  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  the  Cheshire  Reformatory.  The 


higher  court  Judge  John  Fitzgerald  gave  him 
a suspended  30-day  jail  sentence  and  a fine 
of  $35. 

Guerra  was  arrested  Christmas  night  after 
knocking  Darby  to  the  ground  during  a tus- 
sle. Seven  boys  had  entered  the  crowded 
theatre  and  one  was  overheard  to  remark, 
“Let’s  start  a riot.”  Darby  thereupon  ejected 
one  of  the  gang,  whom  Guerra  sought  to  de- 
fend, and  Darby  escorted  both  to  the  side- 
walk, offering  to  refund  their  money.  Guerra 
punchel  Darby  in  the  eye  and  the  tussle  en- 
sued. 


Rally  for  Conneclicul 
Held  al  New  Haven 

NEW  HAVEN — An  impressive  luncheon 
meeting  last  Saturday  at  Hotel  Taft  launched 
the  film  participation  in  the  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign and  insured  near  100  per  cent  partici- 
pation. At  the  speakers’  table  were  Ben 
Kalmenson,  Warner  Bros,  vice-president  and 
general  manager,  who  outlined  distributor 
participation;  Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson  of  RKO, 
who  outlined  exhibitor  part;  Jules  Lapidus, 
Warners;  Peter  Rathvon,  RKO;  I.  J.  Hoff- 
man, Connecticut  WAC  chairman,  in  charge 
of  state  exhibitor  cooperation;  Carl  Goe, 
WAC  distributor  chairman;  Harry  F.  Shaw, 
Loew  Poli  division  manager  and  active  head 
of  many  past  industry  campaigns  and  army 
representatives  and  local  Red  Cross  leaders. 

Lou  Brown,  Loew  Poli  publicity  chief,  will 
handle  publicity  for  the  campaign  through- 
out the  state. 

Local  exchanges  were  represented  by  all 
managers,  bookers  and  office  managers.  Also 
present  were  many  independent  exhibitors, 
representatives  of  the  Warner  and  Loew-Poli 
circuits. 

CBC  Chief  Explains  Stand 
On  Horror-Type  Programs 

From  Western  Edition 

MONTREAL — Addressing  a meeting  of 
CBC  officials,  Dr.  Augustin  Frigon,  general 
manager,  stated  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  CBC  to  take  thriller  or  horror  pro- 
grams off  the  air. 

“Any  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  CBC 
is  ordering  private  stations  not  to  renew 
contracts  involving  certain  of  these  programs 
is  not  correct,”  he  said.  The  CBC  is,  of 
course,  against  any  program  which  tends  to 
upset  the  emotional  equilibrium  of  both 
children  and  adults  by  excessive  stimulation 
of  the  nervous  system  but  the  corporation’s 
policy  will  continue  to  be,  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past,  to  point  out  such  excesses  and  ask 
sponsors  and  producers  to  cooperate  in  their 
elimination. 

With  regard  to  television  Frigon  made  it 
clear  that  he  had  not  meant  to  give  the 
impression  that  this  type  of  broadcasting 
would  not  be  available  to  the  general  pub- 
lic for  another  15  or  20  years.  However,  he 
did  feel  that  it  would  be  some  time  before 
it  would  be  ready  for  the  public  to  the  extent 
that  the  present  system  of  network  broad- 
casting is  now  available  to  almost  every 
home  in  Canada. 

Frigon  said  that  the  CBC  had  obtained  a 
site  in  Toronto  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a television  station,  and  he  added  that  other 
stations  would  be  established  across  Canada 
in  due  time.  He  repeated  a statement  he 
had  made  previously  that  CBC  would  make 
sure  that  Canada  would  have  a satisfactory 
television  service  as  soon  as  possible. 


In  Worcester  in  Boyhood 

WORCESTER— Cliff  Nazzarro,  the  double- 
talking  comic  of  the  screen,  revealed  while 
filling  a stage  date  at  the  Plymouth  here 
that  he  used  to  be  a boy  actor  at  the  local 
Grand.  That  was  back  directly  after  the  first 
world  war  when  he  was  12  years  old,  coming 
in  from  New  Haven  to  play  juvenile  roles 
with  the  Poli  stock  company. 


To  Wed  Next  Month 

HARTFORD — Merril  Joels,  organizer  and 
a leading  member  of  the  Mark  Twain 
Masquers,  top  Little  Theatre  group  here,  and 
Marion  Chancer,  actress,  New  York,  plan  to 
be  married  March  18.  Joels  has  been  in  an 
army  special  service  unit  staging  soldier  en- 
tertainments throughout  New  England. 
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“AT  HOME”  IN  ITALY — One  member 
of  a veteran  B24  Liberator  bombardment 
group  in  Italy  has  made  himself  as  much 
at  home  as  is  possible.  Pfc.  Joseph  W. 
Schmecker,  22,  of  3 High  St.,  Ansonia, 
Conn.,  who  is  the  projectionist  and  “man- 
ager” of  the  “local”  cinema,  has  named 
the  house  after  Loew’s  86th  St.  Theatre 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  formerly 
employed  as  a reel  boy  and  usher. 

The  theatre  itself  is  an  old  stone  barn 
converted  to  its  present  use  by  the  instal- 
lation of  a screen  and  bombrack  chairs. 
Schmecker’s  projection  booth  is  a wooden 
platform  in  the  rear.  Over  the  outside 
door  hangs  a sign  announcing  that  this 
bit  of  New  York  has  been  transplanted 
by  proxy  to  the  alien  soil  of  Italy. 


FALL  RIVER 


Arrangements  are  being  completed  by  Wil- 
liam S.  Canning,  municipal  war  finance 
chairman  and  Empire  Theatre  manager,  for 
the  Seventh  War  Loan  drive  slated  for  early 
spring.  Canning,  whose  successful  direction 
of  the  Sixth  War  Loan  won  his  commendation 
from  federal,  state  and  municipal  govern- 
ments, plans  to  ask  parents  of  the  18,000-odd 
Fall  River  boys  and  girls  in  the  service  to 
sponsor  the  sale  of  “E”  bonds  in  the  coming 
drive. 


Seventy  pupils  of  the  city’s  public  and 
parochial  schools  who  led  their  respective 
student  bodies  in  the  sale  of  bonds  during 
the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive  were  treated  to  a 
Boston  outing  in  compensation  for  their  suc- 
cessful efforts.  The  group  attended  an  Ice 
Follies  presentation,  made  a tour  of  the  state 
house  and  had  dinner  in  one  of  Boston’s 
leading  hotels.  The  cost  of  the  trip  was  met 
by  the  merchants’  division  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 


Milton  Healy  of  the  army  died  recently  in 
France  of  wounds  suffered  in  Germany.  He 
was  a brother  of  Miss  Ethel  Healy,  candy 
counter  girl  at  the  Capitol  Theatre  . . . Se- 
bastian Pavao,  husband  of  Mrs.  Margaret 
Pavao  who  is  serving  as  cashier  at  the 
Capitol  pending  the  recovery  of  Miss  Gene- 
vieve ShaUghnessey  from  an  operation,  has 
received  a medical  discharge  from  the  army 
after  20  months  of  service. 

Joseph  Furtado  has  resigned  as  manager 
of  the  Park  Theatre  and  is  being  replaced 
by  Henry  Girard,  relief  manager  of  the  Cap- 
itol, Park  and  Strand  theatres  . . . Normand 
Bellefeuille,  head  usher  at  the  Interstate 
Center,  is  now  in  the  army.  He  has  been  re- 
placed by  Richard  Sample  . . . Nathan  Yamins 
of  Belmont,  operator  of  several  local  theatres, 
was  a recent  visitor  here. 

The  recent  snow  raised  havoc  with  trans- 
portation facilities  in  the  area  and  affected 
the  attendance  at  downtown  houses  from  a 
period  of  several  days  . . . Mrs.  Arinda  Cash, 
matron  at  the  Empire,  suffered  severe  injuries 
in  a fall  on  the  ice  and  is  confined  to  her 
home  . . . The  Durfee  Theatre  collected  $48 
in  the  polio  drive. 


William  Scully,  a Square  Shooter 
With  Enthusiasm  for  Hard  Work 


From  Eastern  Edition 

A PROMINENT  exhibitor  said  the  other 
day:  “Bill  Scully  is  one  of  the  squarest 
shooters  in  the  busi- 
ness as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  successful. 
You  don’t  need  a 
written  agreement 
when  you  make  a deal 
with  him  because  you 
are  sure  to  get  exactly 
what  he  promises;  no 
more,  no  less.”  These 
observations  are  im- 
portant because  they 
symbolize  the  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by 
all  showmen. 

This  exhibitor  was 
referring  to  William  A. 
Scully,  vice-president  and  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Universal,  an  outstanding  sales  exec- 
utive in  an  industry  that  boasts  of  many 
highly-qualified  men. 

Scully,  whose  wavy  hair  is  streaked  with 
gray,  smiled  when  a friend  referred  to  his 
reputation  in  the  trade  as  a “square  shooter.” 
“All  the  credit  for  this  belongs  to  my  late 
brother  Henry,”  he  said.  “It  was  he  who 
taught  me  the  value  of  integrity.”  Henry 
was  his  idol  and  mentor  in  the  early  days. 

His  Personal  Credo 

Hard  work  and  enthusiasm  dominate  his 
personal  credo.  Several  of  his  other  views 
on  industry  fundamentals  are: 

Showmanship  cannot  be  acquired  by 
book  learning.  It  must  be  obtained  the 
hard  way — in  the  school  of  experience. 

Young  people  now  entering  the  indus- 
try have  a world  of  opportunity  before 
them. 

One  of  the  most  important  tasks  of 
older  men  in  positions  of  authority  is  to 
develop  new  executive  timber. 

Every  picture  has  some  angle  of  sales 
appeal  that  can  be  the  instrument  for 
reaching  the  public. 

Exhibitors  can  do  much  to  help  de- 
velop new  personalities. 

“What  can  exhibitors  do  to  foster  new 
personalities?”  Scully  was  asked  and  re- 
plied: 

“We  must  remember  that  at  one  time  Ab- 
bott and  Costello  were  new  names.  If  it 
weren't  for  the  pioneering  spirit  of  exhibitors 
who  played  their  first  film,  ‘Buck  Privates,’ 
they  might  still  be  unknown  instead  of  the 
stars  that  they  are.  From  the  beginning, 
we  had  complete  faith  that  Abbott  and  Cos- 
tello would  be  great  stars  and  we  managed 
to  transmit  this  enthusiasm  to  our  customers 

Clerk  for  Grand  Trunk 

“We  had  the  same  experience  with  ‘Mr. 
Big,’  in  which  Donald  O’Connor  and  Peggy 
Ryan  made  their  debuts.  As  with  Abbott 
and  Costello,  the  results  were  the  same.” 

Very  early  in  life,  Scully’s  theme  song  was, 
“I’ve  Been  Working  on  the  Railroad.”  For 
five  years  he  was  a clerk  for  the  Grand 
Trunk  railroad  in  his  home  town,  Portland, 
Me.,  where  his  brother  Henry  had  worked. 
Until  Henry  left  to  go  into  the  film  business 
in  New  Haven,  the  brothers  were  inseparable. 

Henry  left  Portland  to  work  for  Famous 
Players-Lasky  Co.  in  New  Haven.  Before  he 
left,  he  promised  Bill  he  would  send  for  him 
later.  It  was  not  long  before  the  call  came. 

Bill  began  by  learning  the  difference  be- 
tween one-sheets  and  three-sheets,  toting 
film  cans  and  doing  other  odd  jobs. 

His  Irish  wit  and  smile  and  his  capacity 
for  hard  work  soon  endeared  him  to  his 


boss  who  advanced  him  to  the  rank  of  sales- 
man at  the  magnificent  salary  of  $25  a 
week.  “And,  believe  me,  that  was  big  money 
in  those  days,”  says  Scully. 

He  proved  an  apt  pupil  and  made  rapid 
strides.  When  the  first  world  war  broke 
out,  he  joined  the  colors.  After  the  war,  he 
returned  to  Famous  Players-Lasky  as  a 
salesman  for  western  Massachusetts.  And 
here’s  one  for  Ripley:  His  boss  at  that  time 
was  Joseph  A.  McConville,  now  vice-presi- 
dent of  Columbia’s  foreign  distribution. 

The  habit  of  the  5 a.  m.  reveille  which  he 
acquired  in  the  army,  came  in  handy  when 
he  returned  to  his  job  of  selling  films.  While 
other  salesmen  were  enjoying  a late  morn- 
ing snooze,  the  army-trained  Scully  was  up 
at  the  crack  of  dawn.  He  astounded  many 
an  exhibitor  by  being  Johnny-on-the-spot 
when  the  doors  opened. 

Ed  Golden  Then  District  Chief 

His  zeal  in  selling  and  the  results  he 
achieved  caught  the  observant  eye  of  Ed- 
ward Golden,  producer  of  "The  Master  Race.” 
Golden,  who  was  then  district  manager  for 
American  Features,  Metro’s  New  England 
franchise  holder,  offered  Scully  the  New 
Haven  branch  managership.  The  latter  ac- 
cepted. 

Scully  chuckles  when  he  recalls  what  he 
let  himself  in  for: 

“Business  was  at  a low  ebb.  The  weekly 
take  was  the  princely  sum  of  $75.  You  can 
imagine  the  work  that  had  to  be  done.” 

But  when  this  New  Haven  branch  was 
incorporated  into  the  merged  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer  in  1924  business  was  looking  up. 

Meanwhile,  having  won  the  attention  of 
M-G-M  executives,  he  was  sent  to  St.  Louis 
in  September  1924  to  head  the  branch  of- 
fice. On  a special  assignment,  Scully  re- 
turned to  New  Haven  the  following  year. 

Steady  progress  marked  his  next  three 
years  in  the  Nutmeg  City,  after  which  he 
came  to  New  York  as  the  New  Jersey  branch 
manager.  Then  in  1930  came  his  appoint- 
ment as  eastern  division  sales  manager. 

To  Universal  Post  in  1938 

In  1938  he  was  named  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager  of  Universal.  The 
steady  climb  of  the  company’s  aggregate 
rentals  from  ten  million  dollars  in  1938  to 
32  millions  in  1944  silenced  many  skeptics 
who  thought  Scully  was  making  a mistake 
in  changing  jobs. 

He  plays  as  hard  as  he  works,  devoting 
much  of  his  leisure  time  to  golf.  He  holds 
the  club  championship  at  Oakland,  Bayside, 
Queens. 

How  Will  Television  Pay 
For  Itself,  $64  Question 

From  Central  Edition 

CHICAGO — Television’s  major  problem  is 
its  economic  aspect,  according  to  J.  J.  Nance, 
vice-president  of  the  Zenith  Radio  Corp.  It  is 
the  economic  riddle  that  has  held  back  the 
expansion  of  television  in  the  past  and  the 
problem  must  be  solved  to  assure  its  future 
growth,  Nance  stated  in  an  address,  “Tele- 
vision, the  Sixty-four  Billion  Dollar  Ques- 
tion,” before  the  Investment  Analysts  Club 
of  Chicago.  He  said:  “I  have  found  very  lit- 
tle; in  fact,  practically  no,  discussion  of  the 
economic  aspects  of  television.  What  little 
comment  has  been  publicly  made  on  the  sub- 
ject has  been  inclined  to  cut  it  adrift  to  shift 
for  itself.  Most  commentators  dismiss  the 
problem  of  how  television  is  to  pay  for  itself 
with  a shrug  of  the  shoulder. 
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Educator  Asserts  Film  Censorship 
Is  an  Unnecessary  Evil  Today 


From  Mideast  Edition 

CLEVELAND — Censorship  of  motion  pic- 
tures in  all  of  its  phases — local,  state  and  fed- 
eral— took  the  count  in  a forum  discussion  of 
the  subject  held  in  the  Higbee  Lounge  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Motion  Picture  Coun- 
cil of  Greater  Cleveland.  Members  of  the 
forum  were  Emanuel  Gebauer,  an  instructor 
at  John  Hay  High  School;  Mrs.  Arthur  D. 
Kerwin,  president  of  the  Detroit  Motion  Pic- 
ture Council,  and  Delbert  Woodford  of  the 
state  department  of  education.  Corda  Peck, 
teacher  of  motion  picture  appreciation  at 
Collinwood  High  School,  was  chairman  of  the 
meeting. 

Gebauer,  who  does  not  believe  in  film  cen- 
sorship, argued  that  motion  pictures  offer  a 
new  medium  of  art,  that  they  are  a force  in 
society,  that  everybody  enjoys  them,  and 
should  not  be  deleted  by  groups  not  quali- 
fied to  do  so. 

Is  It  a Necessary  Evil? 

Asking,  “Is  censorship  a necessary  evil?” 
Gebauer  replied,  “No  more  evil  than  any  other 
control,  government  control  included.  No 
state  is  possible  without  authority.  But  the 
extent  of  control  is  determined  to  a degree 
by  what  the  people  want.  The  state  will  do 
anything  the  people  want  it  to  do.  Or  it 
will  do  anything  the  people  are  helpless  to 
prevent  doing.”  The  questions  as  related  to 
motion  pictures  are:  What  do  the  people 
want?  Is  this  control  necessary?  Is  it  wise? 

Gebauer  advocated  maintenance  of  con- 
trols only  as  long  as  necessary.  He  said  that 
film  censorship  has  passed  its  period  of  ex- 
pediency and  films  should  now  be  absolved 
from  censorship  control. 

“Censorship,”  he  said,  “rests  on  a disbelief 
in  the  ability  of  citizens  to  choose  their  own 
instructions  and  entertainment.  This  dis- 
belief is  an  obsession  among  certain  groups. 
Children  may  not  be  able  to  choose  their 
proper  entertainment,  but  the  choice  should 
rest  with  the  parent,  and  motion  pictures 
should  not  be  deleted  of  realities  and  of  adult 
emotions  because  of  their  effect  upon  chil- 
dren.” 

Censors  Should  Be  Qualified 

Discussing  qualifications,  Gebauer  com- 
pared motion  picture  censors  to  judges,  as 
follows:  “Judges  are  trained  in  their  profes- 
sion and  in  specialties.  Although  dealing 
with  public  morals  and  education,  what  train- 
ing do  censors  have  in  psychology,  sociology, 


history  of  morals,  the  dramatic  arts,  etc.?  The 
conclusion  is  that  censors  are  not  qualified 
for  the  highly  specialized  positions  they  fill.” 

Gebauer  declared  the  censors  are  living  in 
a prescientific  era.  “They  frown  on  subjects 
vitally  affecting  public  health  and  well  be- 
ing,” he  said.  “Pictures  about  childbirth, 
hygiene  and  venereal  diseases  are  taboo.  Ta- 
boos are  necessary  to  preserve  any  kind  of 
society,  but  how  can  there  be  an  interpreta- 
tion of  moral  standards  if  taboos  exist  against 
the  presentation  of  moral  issues? 

“Also  under  the  censor’s  ax  are  sections 
of  films  showing  frail  human  beings  in  all  of 
their  frailties.  But  today  there  is  a new  de- 
mand for  realism  and  a further  demand  for 
realism  in  motion  pictures  will  be  made  by 
our  returning  soldiers.” 

He  blamed  on  modern  censorship  such 
falsehoods  as  the  following:  “The  implication 
that  all  women  are  beautiful;  that  they  are 
either  rich  or  marry  rich  men;  that  once 
married  they  will  live  happily  ever  after;  that 
the  husband’s  chivalry  and  the  wife’s  zest  for 
life  will  never  alter  . . . And  what  is  the  result 
of  this  on  the  young  wife  in  the  audience? 
She  will  decide  that  her  husband  is  not  hand- 
some enough,  not  rich  enough,  not  chivalrous 
enough.  In  fact,  she  will  conclude  that  she 
married  a brute.  This  is  a direct  effect  of 
censorship  which  frowns  on  realities  in  favor 
of  the  make-believe.” 

Points  to  Educational  Features 

He  criticized  distributors  for  withdrawing 
from  circulation  such  pictures  as  “David 
Copperfield”  and  “Romeo  and  Juliet.”  “An 
entire  generation  of  children  have  not  seen 
these  pictures,”  Gebauer  stated,  “although 
their  entertainment  and  educational  value  is 
extensive.” 

Although  current  censorship  has  not  im- 
posed any  partisan  opinions  on  the  public, 
Gebauer  warned  of  the  possibility  of  that 
happening  under  the  definition  of  a censor 
as  “an  official  examiner  of  manuscripts,  plays, 
empowered  to  prohibit  their  publication  or 
performance  if  offensive  to  the  government 
or  subversive  of  good  morals.”  The  phrase, 
“offensive  to  good  government,”  provides  a 
possibility  of  hamstringing  the  party  of  the 
opposition  in  local  state  or  federal  censorship, 
he  said. 

“Under  censorship,”  he  concluded,  “subjects 
affecting  public  health  and  moral  well-being 
are  barred,  while  false  idealism  and  senti- 
mentality flourish.  Censorship  is  no  longer 


“Over  100  Inquiries— Coast  to  Coast” 

"Had  it  not  been  lor  the  vast  and  extensive  coverage  of 
BOXOFFICE,  I am  sure  the  disposal  of  my  theatre  would  not 
have  been  as  rapid  nor  as  successful  in  the  resultant  negoti- 
ations. I received  over  100  inquiries  — letters  from  every 
section  of  the  nation  and  from  coast  to  coast. 

"Thanks  for  your  assistance. 

(Signed)  "BERNARD  KONRADY." 

Let  BOXOFFICE  Clearing  House  help  you  sell.  Big 
results  at  little  cost. 

(See  inside  back  cover — any  issue) 


necessary  or  wise  and  it  should  be  abolished.” 

Woodford  agreed  with  Gebauer  in  theory 
but  not  in  practice.  “We  have  not  yet  reached 
that  ideal  period  when  censorship  is  unneces- 
sary,” he  declared. 

Mrs.  Kerwin  related  how  police  film  cen- 
sorship works  in  Detroit  where  only  one  pic- 
ture has  been  banned  in  12  years.  This,  she 
stated,  was  “Tobacco  Road.” 

During  the  luncheon  which  followed  the 
discussion,  Therese  Stone  of  the  M-G-M  pub- 
lic relations  department  exhibited  costumes 
worn  by  Donna  Reed  and  Angela  Lansbury 
in  the  forthcoming  production,  “The  Pic- 
ture of  Dorian  Gray.” 

Among  those  present  were  J.  J.  Maloney, 
M-G-M  manager;  Jack  Mundstuk,  M-G-M 
city  salesman;  Charles  G.  Deardourff, 
M-G-M  exploiteer;  I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox 
manager;  Edwin  Bergman,  20th-Fox  city 
salesman;  Harry  Weiss,  20th-Fox  exploiteer; 
Jane  Simon,  Warner  assistant  publicity  di- 
rector. 

Columnist  Compares  Films 
Of  Britain,  U.S.,  Russia 

From  Western  Edition 

VANCOUVER — “Newspapers  say  British 
film  makers  are  going  to  make  a strong  bid 
for  a larger  share  of  the  Canadian  market,” 
writes  Elmore  Pfiilpott  in  the  Vancouver 
Sun,  “and  that  L.  W.  Brockington  will  have 
a hand  in  that.  Soviet  films  are  now  also 
coming  into  Canada  regularly.  Canadians 
should  benefit  as  a result. 

“Several  Canadian  cities  recently  had  the 
opportunity  to  compare  good  Hollywood 
films  with  the  best  from  Britain  and  Rus- 
sia. It  happened  that  ‘Frenchman’s  Creek,’ 
‘This  Happy  Breed’  and  ‘They  Met  in  Mos- 
cow’ were  running  side  by  side. 

“ ‘Frenchman’s  Creek’  is  good  entertain- 
ment by  any  standard.  Of  course  the  North 
American  code  of  censorship  cuts  out  the 
actual  love-making  scenes,  which  are  near 
the  heart  of  this  story.  But  the  action  is 
so  fast,  and  the  scenery  so  beautiful,  that 
few  will  kick  at  that.  Even  the  small  boy 
can  get  his  fill  of  furious  hand-to-hand 
fighting  and  handsome  pirates. 

Contrast  Is  Marked 

“The  contrast  between  the  Hollywood  color 
production  and  the  British  and  Russian  pic- 
tures is  marked. 

“ ‘This  Happy  Breed’  is  no  masterpiece, 
but  it  is  a first  class  picture.  It  is,  I think, 
an  accurate  and  true  portrayal  of  lower 
middle-class  life  in  England  in  the  generation 
ham-sandwiched  between  the  wars.  Even  the 
appalling  futility  of  the  social  drift,  pic- 
tured by  Coward,  may  be  unintentionally 
symbolic. 

“Good  British  films  show  up  best  in  hon- 
esty of  characterization.  By  purely  technical 
standards,  Hollywood  has  it  over  its  com- 
petitors like  a tent.  But  mostly  the  pictures 
lack  reality.  The  best  British  pictures  do 
show  you  people  of  whom  you  say  to  your- 
self, ‘That’s  just  like  so  and  so.’ 

“Russian  pictures  are  now  coming  in  fre- 
quently enough  so  that  we  can  size  them 
up.  There  is  a general  pattern  which  runs 
through  them  all. 

“Moscow  won’t  go  in  for  glamour — so 
there  is  a deliberate  and  complete  rejection 
of  what  Hollywood  considers  the  best  tricks 
of  the  trade.  But  there  is  a vitality,  pan- 
tomime and  good  clean  fun. 

“The  leading  lady  in  ‘They  Met  in  Mos- 
cow’ is  Marina  Ladynina.  If  Hollywood  had 
her  they  would  call  her  something  like  the 
Blonde  Bombshell.  They  would  show  her 
in  at  least  a few  shots  in  full  color  in  a 
nightie  or  bathing  suit.  For  this  lassie  has 
what  it  takes  to  launch  a thousand  ships. 
Also  a voice  like  a nightingale.” 
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Cross  Drive  Is  Dedicated 
T o Exhibitors  Dead  Son 


Cross  Drive  Is  Called 
No,  1 Responsibility 

DALLAS— Thomas  J.  Connors,  vice-presi- 
dent of  20th-Fox  and  in  charge  of  distri- 
bution, and  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  southwest  chair- 
man, were  principal  speakers  Sunday  night 
at  a rally  in  Adolphus  Hotel  for  the  Red 
Cross  drive. 

All  film  salesmen  were  present  to  take  the 
message  from  these  leaders  before  they  go 
out  into  their  territories  asking  exhibitors  to 
turn  in  participation  pledges.  Cecil  House, 
WAC  distributor  chairman  in  Texas,  pre- 
sided at  the  dinner  attended  by  some  200 
film  and  theatre  men. 

Connors  summed  up  the  industry’s  contri- 
butions to  the  war  effort  through  the  WAC. 
He  recounted  the  army  selects  all  the  titles 
it  wants  and  the  producers  furnish  gratis 
116  prints  on  16mm  stock  of  each  selection. 
A smaller  number  of  Technicolor  prints  are 
furnished,  he  said,  only  because  color  ma- 
terial is  highly  critical.  He  sketched  the  war 
bond  sales  records  set  up  by  theatres,  the 
amazing  March  of  Dimes  collections,  and 
pointed  out  the  Red  Cross  depends  mainly  on 
theatres  in  the  coming  drive. 

Greatest  Responsibility 

Connors  said  the  Red  Cross  drive  is  the 
show  business’  greatest  opportunity.  He 
urged  all  exhibitors  personally  to  supervise 
collections,  saying  the  job  is  too  important 
for  ushers  to  do.  Prominent  citizens,  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Legion  or  other  patri- 
otic citizens  can  be  chosen  to  pass  the  col- 
lection containers. 

Should  any  local  Red  Cross  committee  an- 
nounce theatre  collections  were  not  wanted, 
the  exhibitor  should  get  in  touch  with  WAC 
in  Dallas,  or  New  York  headquarters,  and 
the  national  Red  Cross  office  then  will  cor- 
rect the  error. 

Connors  gave  a few  examples  of  the  great 
service  the  Red  Cross  provides  for  service 
men. 

O’Donnell  Urges  Reports 

O’Donnell  appealed  to  exhibitors  to  send 
in  reports  of  their  collections  so  that  the 
industry’s  part  can  be  recorded.  He  said 
the  returns  of  reports  had  been  “tragic”  in 
the  past  war  bond  drives. 

O’Donnell  accompanied  Connors  to  Mem- 
phis and  Oklahoma  City  for  similar  kickoff 
drives. 

Sgt.  Richard  Sullivan  of  New  York,  who 
joined  the  air  service  two  years  ago  at  18 
and  made  many  missions  over  Germany  as 
tail  gunner  in  a B17,  told  what  the  Red  Cross 
meant  to  airmen.  Gib  Sandifer,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Hardin-Simmons  cowboy  band 
at  Abilene,  and  a Red  Cross  overseas  worker, 
told  of  many  experiences  in  Red  Cross  life 
saving  and  morale  work. 

Tee  Wee'  King  Back  Home 
After  Fling  in  Films 

ATLANTA— “Pee  Wee”  King  of  Radio  Sta- 
tion WSM,  Nashville,  has  returned  to  the 
station  after  completing  his  work  on  Mono- 
gram’s new  Johnny  Mack  Brown  special, 
“Flaming  Frontier.”  “Pee  Wee”  has  written 
a letter  to  A.  C.  Bromberg  of  Monogram  here 
in  which  he  said:  “On  behalf  of  my  boys 
and  myself,  it  is  with  deepest  gratitude  and 
sincerity  that  I thank  you  for  the  picture 
work  for  Monogram  studios  with  Johnny 
Mack  Brown.  Mr.  Johnson,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Dunlap,  could  not  have  treated  me  more 
royally.” 


Big  Dallas  Dimes  Total 

DALLAS — Final  figures  for  the  March  of 
Dimes  collections  here  were  $26,761.61  for  all 
theatres. 


CHARLOTTE — Film  and  theatre  men  of 
North  and  South  Carolina  dedicated  their 
March  15-21  Red  Cross  drive  to  the  memory 
of  James  Wiggin  Watts  jr.,  son  of  J.  W. 
Watts  sr.,  exhibitor  at  Williamston,  N.  C., 
whose  death  in  the  war  in  Italy  on  February 
7 was  announced  at  the  luncheon  rally  held 
at  Hotel  Charlotte  to  prepare  for  the  cam- 
paign. 

Benn  Rosenwald  presided  at  the  Friday  (23) 
meeting,  which  was  attended  by  approxi- 
mately 100  distributor  and  exhibitor  repre- 
sentatives. The  goal  was  100  per  cent  theatre 
participation. 

H.  M.  Richey,  public  relations  director  of 
M-G-M,  stressed  the  responsibility  of  the 
distributors  in  appealing  to  all  exhibitors 
to  sign  the  pledge  and  make  audience  col- 
lections at  every  performance. 

H.  F.  Kincey,  exhibitor  chairman,  pledged 
the  full  cooperation  of  the  theatres  in  the 
Carolinas. 

Henry  Reeve,  a Texas  exhibitor  leader, 
challenged  the  theatre  owners  to  make  the 
greatest  effort  in  their  history  in  this  cam- 
paign, in  which  he  declared  the  need  is  the 
greatest  in  the  history  of  the  Red  Cross. 
Reeve  stated  that  it  had  been  found  that 
service  men  on  leave  have  volunteered  to 
make  the  audience  collections.  Carl  Mc- 
Craw,  Mecklenburg  County  chairman  of  Red 
Cross,  stated  that  no  other  industry  has 
done  more  for  the  war  work  than  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Stahl,  recently  returned 
from  General  Patton’s  army,  talked  of  the 
work  of  the  Red  Cross  overseas,  and  said 
that  the  Red  Cross  boxes  were  like  Santa 
Claus  to  the  service  men. 

Sgt.  Russell  Henderson,  former  Metro  book- 
er now  on  leave  from  Kennedy  General  Hos- 
pital, Memphis,  said  that  he  would  not  be 
here  had  it  not  been  for  the  Red  Cross  blood 
plasma.  Henderson  was  in  a tank  which 
was  wrecked  and  then  was  machine-gunned. 

Lieut.  Frank  Lowery,  former  20th-Fox  book- 
er, who  had  both  legs  and  an  arm  broken 


in  an  explosion  on  D-Day,  praised  the  work 
of  the  Red  Cross  overseas. 

C rations,  provided  by  the  Charlotte  quar- 
termaster depot,  were  served  at  the  luncheon. 
The  motion  picture  industry  men  and  women 
made  their  own  coffee  and  ate  corned  beef 
and  liked  it  as  they  made  plans  for  the 
coming  drive.  A special  steak  dinner  was 
served  to  Captain  Stahl.  The  C rations  were 
served  by  young  women  in  Red  Cross  uni- 
forms. 

Sam  Horowitz  Touring 
Southern  Key  Cities 

DALLAS — Sam  Horowitz,  midwest  and 
southern  sales  manager  for  Selznick’s  Van- 
guard Films,  spent  several  days  in  confer- 
ence with  Fred  M.  Jack,  southern  district 
manager  of  United  Artists.  His  trip  here 
was  in  the  interest  of  David  O.  Selznick’s  cur- 
rent “Since  You  Went  Away”  and  forth- 
coming “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You.”  Before  re- 
turning to  his  headquarters  in  Chicago,  Horo- 
witz was  to  visit  other  UA  branch  offices  in 
Jack’s  territory  including  New  Orleans,  At- 
lanta and  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Lowrey  Plans 
New  Carrollton  House 

DALLAS — Mrs.  A.  R.  Lowrey,  owner  and 
operator  of  the  Palace  at  Carrollton  for  the 
past  five  years,  said  here  this  week  she  plans 
to  build  a new  600  or  700-seat  theatre  in 
Carrollton  as  soon  as  materials  are  avail- 
able. A Dallas  architect  has  been  engaged 
to  draw  the  plans. 

Mrs.  Lowrey  gave  Carrollton  its  first  suc- 
cessful theatre. 


To  Work  With  Sidney  Franklin 

Katherine  Anne  Porter  has  been  signed 
to  work  in  association  with  Sidney  Frank- 
lin, producer. 


MEMPHIS  RED  CROSS  RALLY — Here  is  a view  of  the  speakers  table  at  the 
industry’s  Red  Cross  luncheon  in  Memphis  last  week.  Left  to  right:  Tom  Young, 
20th-Fox  manager  and  local  WAC  distributor  chairman;  Tom  J.  Connors,  New 
York,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  20th-Fox;  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Dallas, 
national  barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America;  Sgt.  Richard  Sullivan,  war 
veteran  who  spoke  at  the  meeting;  Phil  Longdon,  district  manager  for  20th-Fox, 
Dallas,  and  Herbert  Kohn,  local  Malco  circuit  executive. 
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D A L L A S 

jpirst  Lieut.  William  E.  Mick  jr.,  whose 

father  is  a representative  of  National 
Screen  Service,  was  here  on  short  leave.  He 
visited  the  Variety  Club  last  Sunday  and 
attended  the  Red  Cross  kickoff  dinner.  Mick 
was  wounded  in  the  African  invasion.  He 
is  stationed  in  Camp  Hood. 

Rufus  Layton  of  Childress  and  Lester  Dol- 
lison  of  Sherman  were  among  independent 
exhibitors  at  the  Red  Cross  kickoff  meeting 
. . . T.  E.  Laird,  UA  representative,  spent 
a few  days  in  Atlanta  pinch-hitting  for  Man- 
ager Ching  Allen  who  was  temporarily  hos- 
pitalized. Returning  to  Dallas,  Laird  re- 
lieved Manager  Forrest  Nine  who  was  ill. 

Connie  Dreher,  former  Warner  salesman 
out  of  Charlotte,  returned  to  Dallas  to  travel 
the  Texas  territory  for  Film  Classics.  Dreher 
was  with  Monogram  and  Warners  here  be- 
fore going  to  Charlotte  ...  A.  V.  Wade,  who 
operates  three  theatres  in  Gainesville  in 
association  with  Griffith  Amusement  Co., 
was  here  during  the  past  few  days.  He  ap- 
peared to  have  recovered  from  a recent  ac- 
cident and  a series  of  operations. 

Ray  Gerhard,  R&R  partner  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  was  on  the  Row.  He  visited  the 
circuit’s  home  office  and  looked  about  for 
a place  to  repair  16mm  equipment  for  the 
high  school  there.  Gerhard  has  discarded 
the  crutches  and  a cane  he  used,  following 
an  automobile  accident  and  a series  of  opera- 
tions. 

RKO  screened  “It’s  a Pleasure”  at  the 
Paramount  screening  room.  The  regular 
crowd  from  the  Row  and  most  of  the  ex- 
hibitors in  town  were  there  . . . Roland 
Taylor,  M-G-M  salesman  and  an  accom- 
plished fisherman,  reports  he  caught  a seven- 
pound  black  bass  in  Possum  Kingdom  Lake 
recently.  Taylor’s  record  at  catching  the  big 
ones  is  such  that  he  ought  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed. He  said  a large  minnow  was  used  for 
bait  . . . Theodore  Miller  and  wife  of  Quit- 
man  made  a special  trip  to  Dallas  last  week 
with  their  daughter,  Betty  Jo,  to  do  some 
shopping.  It  was  between  terms  at  Texas 
University  where  Betty  Jo  is  a freshman  . . . 
R.  A.  Gill  and  N.  E.  Walker,  former  and 
new  owners  of  the  Cartex  at  Carthage,  were 
here  early  in  the  week  acquainting  ex- 
changes with  the  change  in  ownership  and 
operation. 

G.  A.  Cole,  well-known  Texas  theatre  man 
who  recently  opened  the  South  States  Film 
Co.  in  New  Braunfels,  was  in  town  on  a 
business  trip  a few  days  ago.  He  returned 
from  New  York  recently  where  he  bought  a 
sizeable  list  of  pictures,  mostly  of  the  out- 
door and  western  type.  Cole’s  last  theatre 
operation  was  the  Cole  in  New  Braunfels, 
which  he  sold  a few  months  ago. 

Lloyd  Rust,  Monogram  co-franchise  holder, 
spent  a day  at  home  to  avoid  the  flu.  Later 
he  went  to  Fort  Worth  and  made  a short 
trip  with  Gene  Autry.  Ed  Blumenthal,  his 
Monogram  partner,  returned  from  a trip 
through  the  Rio  Grande  valley.  He  said 
business  in  that  section  is  great  and  that 
the  new  drive-in  theatre  at  Harlingen  re- 
cently opened  by  L.  D.  Richter,  tops  them  all. 

John  A.  Altermann,  local  Telenews  mana- 
ger, left  to  join  the  armed  forces  . . . P.  G. 
Cameron,  former  Dallas  theatre  owner,  was 
reported  improving  in  Baylor  Hospital.  He 
was  to  undergo  an  operation  within  the 
next  few  days.  He  bought  three  theatres  in 
Los  Angeles  on  a recent  visit  there  just 
before  he  entered  the  hospital  here. 

It  was  almost  a field  day  for  20th-Fox 
over  the  weekend,  especially  on  Sunday  at 
the  Red  Cross  kickoff  dinner.  Thomas  J. 


Connors,  company  vice-president,  was  the 
regional  chairman  for  the  meeting  and  was 
the  principal  figure  there.  Manager  Cecil 
House  is  the  WAC  distributor  chairman  for 
Texas  and  presided.  He  had  all  of  his  sales- 
men with  him.  Eastern  Sales  Manager  Andy 
Smith  was  here  with  Connors  as  was  the 
southern  division  manager,  Harry  Ballance 
of  Atlanta.  Southwestern  District  Manager 
Phil  Longdon  was  there  to  make  it  prac- 
tically unanimous. 

Everyone  had  been  talking  about  spring 
weather,  the  utter  lack  of  winter,  and  of 
fine  business  in  theatres  at  every  turn.  That 
story  changed  quickly  Monday  last  week 
when  wintry  rain  with  lots  of  ice  started 
in  and  continued  Tuesday.  That  knocked 
business  into  a cocked  hat  and  there  were 
numerous  moans.  Last  half  of  the  week  was 
expected  to  be  fair  and  warmer. 

K.  M.  McFarland  jr.  of  the  State  at  Gar- 
rison was  in  to  buy  and  book.  He  told  friends 
that  he  cashed  in  a little  oil  lease  in  the 
Panola  area  just  in  time.  He  said  if  he  had 
waited  48  hours  the  trick  could  not  have 
been  turned. 

Herbert  Stroud  of  Hamilton,  Jim  Tobola 
of  West,  and  Eddie  Fadal  of  Valley  Mills 
were  among  a few  visiting  exhibitors  in  town 
the  first  part  of  the  week.  Tobola  bought 
some  equipment  to  modernize  his  booth. 

Salesmen  Hear  Variety 
Plans  on  Boys  Ranch 

DALLAS — With  all  film  salesmen  in  town 
for  the  all-out  Red  Cross  meeting  last  Sun- 
day, the  Variety  Club  took  advantage  of 
their  simultaneous  presence  and  held  a meet- 
ing Monday  night  on  the  Boys  Ranch  trailer 
proposition.  Deals  have  been  worked  out 
with  MPA  of  New  Orleans  and  Alexander 
Film  Co.  of  Colorado  Springs  to  sell  and 
manufacture  the  trailers  to  be  run  in  Texas 
theatres.  The  advertising  charge  for  these 
trailers  will  go  to  the  Variety  foundation 
for  use  at  the  Boys  Ranch.  Theatres  do- 
nate the  screen  time. 

E.  S.  “Dutch”  Olsmith,  Universal  mana- 
ger, and  H.  A.  Daniels  of  the  Palace,  Seguin, 
discussed  several  points  in  connection  with 
handling  of  the  trailers.  National  Chief 
Barker  R.  J.  O’Donnell  and  Texas  Chief 
Barker  James  O.  Cherry  outlined  Boys  Ranch 
plans  for  the  coming  year. 

Shortage  of  Popcorn  Oil 
Acute  in  Southwest 

DALLAS — Due  to  military  demands  there 
is  a current  shortage  of  oils  and  greases 
which  may  be  felt  sharply  by  thousands  of 
popcorn  operators  throughout  the  southwest. 
The  rationing  of  popcorn  seasoning  was 
stepped  up  to  four  points  per  pound  instead 
of  a previous  two  points  per  pound  last  week. 

Charles  E.  Darden  said  he  had  been  un- 
able to  get  shipment  on  past  regular  orders 
for  seasoning.  He  said  there  are  some  big 
users  who  have  a big  supply  of  oil  and  that 
if  they  declare  it  and  do  not  buy  additional 
oil  the  situation  might  be  eased  up  some. 
Darden  urged  the  smaller  theatre  owners  to 
buy  oil  from  any  source  they  can  get  it,  in- 
cluding the  corner  grocery. 

The  popcorn  situation  has  eased  up  some 
and  fair  supplies  are  now  coming  through 
on  a regular  basis. 


Toni  Seven  to  "Miss  Seventeen" 

PRC  Pictures  has  named  Toni  Seven  for 
the  title  role  in  “Miss  Seventeen,”  an  original 
story  by  Russell  Birdwell. 
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The  Joy's  Supply  Co. 
Moves  to  New  Home 

NEW  ORLEANS — Joy’s  Theatres  Supply 
Co.,  Inc.,  slipped  in  ahead  of  the  spring  mov- 
ing rush  and  is  now  doing  business  at  its 
new  location  in  the  three-story  building  at 
935  Gravier  St.  Irwin  Houck,  formerly  man- 
ager of  Joy’s  Theatre  in  Houston,  is  general 
manager.  Other  news  items  about  Joy’s  the- 
atres personnel  are: 

Everette  Pearce,  formerly  office  manager 
of  Joy’s  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  now  manager  of 
Film  Classics  of  the  Southeast,  Inc.  . . . 
Eldon  Briwa,  formerly  of  M-G-M,  is  now 
affiliated  with  Film  Service  Corp.  . . . Lieut. 
Waddy  Jones,  formerly  of  Joy’s  and  now  of 
the  army  air  corps,  spent  his  recent  fur- 
lough in  New  Orleans  and  visited  with  many 
friends  on  Filmrow. 

Miss  Myrtis  Clark,  who  before  her  mar- 
riage in  December  to  James  William  Parker 
was  secretary  to  L.  C.  Montgomery  of  Film 
Service  Corp.,  is  now  residing  in  San  Diego. 
Mrs.  Yolonde  Parsons,  formerly  of  Columbia 
Pictures,  has  taken  over  the  duties  as  Mont- 
gomery’s secretary. 

Ira  Phillips,  formerly  manager  of  Joy’s 
Theatre,  Monroe,  La.,  has  returned  here  as 
general  manager  of  Joy’s  Strand,  Rio  and 
Isis  theatres  . . . Joy  N.  Houck  and  L.  C. 
Montgomery  attended  the  recent  exhibitors 
convention  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

The  Dough  Girls,  Joy’s  office  workers’  so- 
cial club,  entertained  recently  at  the  Roose- 
velt Hotel  . . . Mrs.  Evelyn  Didier,  bookkeep- 
er for  Joy’s,  has  returned  from  California 
where  she  visited  her  husband  in  the  armed 
forces  . . . Cpl.  Courtney  Pearce,  formerly 
of  Joy’s,  has  returned  after  22  months  in 
South  America  and  is  now  stationed  at  Kees- 
ler  Field,  Biloxi,  Miss.  . . . Cpl.  Elton  Houck 
recently  returned  from  the  Pacific  and  is 
at  Foster  General  Hospital  in  Jackson,  Miss. 
. . . Lieut.  Willis  M.  Houck  of  the  Fifth  Ferry 
Command,  now  stationed  at  Dallas,  visited 
with  friends  here  on  a recent  furlough. 

Corbin  Houck,  formerly  manager  of  Joy’s 
Theatre,  Moss  Point,  Miss.,  has  become  field 
manager  of  Joy’s  Theatres,  Inc.  Replacing 
Houck  is  Wade  Carl  Loomis,  whom  friends 
will  remember  as  manager  of  Joy’s  Strand 
in  New  Orleans. 

T.  W.  Lewis  Now  Manager 
Of  the  Joy  at  Dallas 

DALLAS — T.  W.  “Ted”  Lewis  is  now  mana- 
ger of  the  Joy  Theatre  on  St.  Paul  St.  owned 
by  Joy  Houck,  New  Orleans.  Lewis  will  also 
buy  and  book  for  the  Joy  in  Houston,  which 
is  under  the  same  ownership.  Both  theatres 
run  double  programs  at  nine  and  20  cents. 

Lewis  owned  and  operated  the  Little  Prin- 
cess Theatre  in  Texarkana  for  a number  of 
years  prior  to  1940.  He  held  a card  as  a 
union  projectionist  then,  and  has  kept  it  in 
force  ever  since.  Coming  to  Dallas  after  sale 
of  the  Princess,  Lewis  worked  in  the  booths 
of  several  local  theatres  downtown  and  in 
the  neighborhoods.  He  was  projectionist  at 
the  Joy  before  becoming  manager. 

Clarence  Brown  Tries 
Again  lo  Find  a "Jody" 

ATLANTA — Clarence  Brown,  producer  of 
such  hits  as  “Idiot’s  Delight”  and  “National 
Velvet,”  was  in  town  last  week  snooping 
around  for  a kid  to  play  the  role  of  Jody  in 
“The  Yearling,”  which  he  hopes  to  make 
soon. 

The  Metro  executive  was  not  satisfied  with 
any  of  the  entries  which  were  a result  of 
the  recent  talent  search,  and  he  set  out 
on  his  own  hook  several  weeks  ago  to  find 
the  boy  to  fit  the  part.  He  has  visited  schools 
in  many  parts  of  the  south,  watching  chil- 


CARRY APPEAL  TO  “MAN  IN  THE  STREET ’—Using  a huge  sound  truck 
equipped  for  projection  of  the  motion  picture  trailer,  “The  Miracle  of  Hickory,” 
Robert  Busch  of  Oklahoma  City,  public  relations  chairman  for  the  state  March 
of  Dimes,  raised  $1,043.67  in  seven  days.  The  uniformed  girls  shown  soliciting 
contributions  are  cadet  nurses. 


dren  during  unguarded  moments,  hoping 
in  this  way  to  spot  “just  the  kid”  for  the 
part.  So  far  his  search  has  been  unsuc- 
cessful. 

Brown  said  he  thinks  the  race  scene  in 
“National  Velvet”  is  the  most  authentic 
scene  ever  portrayed  on  the  screen.  While 
the  race  is  supposed  to  be  four  and  a half 
miles  in  the  picture,  it  was  run  on  a 300- 
yard  track  near  the  studio.  He  is  en  route 
to  Ocala,  Fla.,  which  will  be  the  scene  of 
“The  Yearling”  when  it  is  filmed. 

Sunday  Film  Backers 
Carry  Fight  to  Solons 

KNOXVILLE — Defeated  in  their  efforts  to 
obtain  Sunday  films  by  election  of  the  peo- 
ple, those  who  favor  them  plan  to  have  a 
bill  introduced  in  the  Tennessee  legislature 
now  in  session. 


Texas  Boom  in  Theatres 
For  Spanish  Pictures 

DALLAS — Current  building  and  remodel- 
ing of  store  buildings  for  theatres  to  show 
Spanish  language  pictures  seems  to  be  a 
current  wave  in  Texas,  especially  in  the  lower 
half  of  the  state. 

Eddie  Joseph  has  just  opened  his  new  Iris 
Theatre  in  Austin,  a small  but  neat  house 
using  Spanish  films  only.  Joseph  has  the 
Drive-In  and  the  Yank,  the  latter  two  using 
English  language  films. 

W.  V.  Adwell  is  planning  to  build  a large 
Mexican  house  in  San  Angelo  and  Concho 
Theatres  is  going  to  do  the  same  thing 
there. 

G.  A.  Lucchese  is  getting  ready  to  build  a 
large  Mexican  house  in  the  Alamo  city.  In 
other  sections  of  south  Texas  there  are  re- 
ports of  Mexican  houses  being  planned. 


We  ve  been  busy 


selling,  servicing 
getting  ready  for  a 
bigger  and  better 
tomorrow! 

OKLflHomn  Theatre  Supplv 


J.  ELDON  PEEK 


TELEPHONE  7-8691 

708-710  WEST  GRAND  AVENUE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  2.  OKLA. 
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"Tail  Gun  Charlie"  Gives  Graphic 
Account  of  Red  Cross  Meaning 


MEMPHIS — The  midsouth  motion  picture 
industry  had  the  stage  all  set  to  do  the 
greatest  job  in  its  history  during  Red  Cross 
week  following  a rally  of  distributors  and 
exhibitors  in  Memphis  last  week.  The  rally, 
held  at  Hotel  Peabody,  was  divided  into  three 
phases. 

First,  a 20-year-old  sergeant,  “Tail  Gun 
Charlie,”  they  called  him  after  27  missions, 
did  the  selling.  Just  back  from  seven  months 
overseas,  his  Red  Cross  contacts  still  vivid 
in  his  memory,  Sgt.  Richard  Sullivan  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  told  theatre  operators  just 
what  the  Red  Cross  means  to  the  fighting 
man. 

Learns  Where  Money  Goes 

“I  used  to  wonder  where  Red  Cross  money 
went  to,”  he  said.  “That  was  before  I went 
overseas.” 

“The  first  thing  I got  was  a Red  Cross 
kit.  When  you’re  cooped  up  waiting  for  a 
mission,  the  playing  cards  really  help. 

“Then  there’s  the  Aero  Clubs,”  he  con- 
tinued. “In  off  times  when  you  need  some- 
thing to  do  you  can  even  dance  to  good  old 
American  music.  The  Red  Cross  runs  the 
clubs. 

“When  you’re  just  back  from  a mission 
and  plenty  hungry,  there’s  the  clubmobile 
waiting  for  you  on  the  field.  You  can  even 
sleep  between  the  sheets  in  Red  Cross  oper- 
ated hotels. 

“But  the  thing  that  everybody  waits  for 
is  a visit  to  the  ‘Flak  House,’  the  Red  Cross 
Rest  Home,”  Sullivan  said.  “You  get  there 
with  chronic  fatigue  and  you’ve  a week  to 
do  nothing  but  sleep  and  eat. 

“Imagine  an  Army  Butler” 

“In  the  morning  a butler — imagine  a butler 
in  the  army — brings  you  fruit  juice  in  bed 
and  invites  you  to  breakfast.  A swell  break- 
fast, too,  with  no  powdered  eggs.  Then  the 
Red  Cross  girls  play  golf  or  tennis  with 
you.  It’s  real  ‘buddy-buddy’  stuff  and  it’s 
swell.  The  boys  always  ask  for  extensions  of 
their  leaves. 


“I  just  want  you  to  know  one  thing — the 
boys  really  go  for  the  Red  Cross,”  he  con- 
cluded. 

Sullivan  is  back  in  the  United  States  for 
reassignment  and  a Red  Cross  tour  with  Tom 
J.  Connors,  20th-Fox  vice-president,  and 
Robert  J.  O’Donnell  of  Dallas,  general  mana- 
ger of  the  Interstate  circuit. 

Connors  was  introduced  by  Tom  Young, 
distributor  chairman  of  the  War  Activities 
Committee.  Connors  urged  that  collections 
be  taken  between  performances  at  every 
show  every  day  during  Red  Cross  week. 

Collectors  All-Important 

“The  public  thinks  it  a privilege  to  take 
part  in  these  collections,”  he  said.  “And  the 
collectors  spell  success  or  failure  to  the  drive. 
The  Red  Cross  War  Fund  task  is  the  No.  1 
job  for  the  show  business.  Fifty  per  cent 
of  U.S.  theatres  have  pledged  to  solicit  col- 
lections from  the  audience.” 

Connors  said  Memphis  raised  $83,448  in 
theatres  last  year. 

“This  year  we  have  no  goal.  We  know  the 
fund  will  far  exceed  last  year’s,”  he  added. 
“Fifty-five  billion  in  bonds  sold  through  the 
motion  picture  industry  last  year  shows  what 
can  be  done. 

“Overseas  films  are  the  greatest  morale 
builder  for  the  troops  that  our  nation  af- 
fords. There  are  30,000  wounded  coming 
home  every  month.  The  Red  Cross  tries  to 
re-establish  them.” 

O’Donnell  said:  “Never  was  the  Red  Cross 
need  so  great.  It  is  vital  that  collections  be 
taken  before  each  performance.” 

Job  Takes  Showmanship 

O’Donnell  then  outlined  specifically  just 
how  to  collect  the  money  in  theatres  to  the 
greatest  advantage. 

“We  mean  to  raise  every  possible  dollar 
for  the  Red  Cross,”  he  said.  “Showmanship 
is  what  it  takes.  Run  the  trailers  showing 
what  the  drive  means.  People  want  to  give; 
just  get  them  in  the  mood. 

“Call  on  the  American  Legion,  Girl  Scouts 


and  the  Red  Cross  for  outside  collectors. 

“Use  Mason  jars  with  large  openings  in 
the  top.  People  give  more  money  that  way. 
The  small  slit  in  a jar  or  can  works  a hard- 
ship on  the  collection  of  currency. 

“Bring  up  the  house  lights.  Have  the  Red 
Cross  symbol  on  the  stage.  Have  patriotic 
music  if  possible.  People  give  more  if  the 
lights  are  bright.  Have  plenty  of  collectors. 
Start  at  the  front  and  the  back,  finish  up 
in  the  middle.  Speed  it  up.” 

Herbert  Kohn  of  Malco  Theatres,  Inc., 
speaking  for  M.  A.  Lightman  who  was  out 
of  town  speaking  at  other  Red  Cross  rallies, 
suggested  this  slogan: 

“THE  MOST  WE  CAN  DO  IS  THE  LEAST 
WE  CAN  DO.” 

Mr.  Kohn  said  of  the  433  operating  the- 
atres in  the  midsouth  territory,  428  already 
had  signed  pledges  to  collect  between  every 
show  for  one  week. 

Chairman  Osborne  Promises  Complete 
Oklahoma  Exhibitor  Canvass 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Eighty-one  per  cent 
of  the  419  theatres  in  the  Oklahoma  area 
had  signed  pledges  for  participation  in  the 
Red  Cross  drive,  Marion  Osborne,  distributor 
chairman,  reported  at  the  regional  campaign 
rally  held  here  last  Saturday  in  the  Skirvin 
Hotel.  He  declared  the  signup  would  be  100 
per  cent  by  the  time  the  collections  start 
March  15. 

Tom  Connors,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  20th-Fox;  R.  J.  “Bob”  O’Donnell 
of  Dallas,  chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs 
of  America,  were  the  chief  speakers.  Gov. 
Robert  S.  Kerr  and  U.S.  Judge  Edgar  Vaught 
gave  brief  talks. 

All  local  branch  managers  and  salesmen 
and  many  exhibitors  attended,  as  did  Morris 
Loewstein,  president  of  the  MPTO  of  Ok- 
lahoma; Wallace  Hughes,  Red  Cross  execu- 
tive; Judge  Clarence  Mills  and  Hawley  Wil- 
son, Red  Cross  representatives;  Monsignor 
Conners,  Horace  Falls,  E.  B.  Coleman,  Dallas; 
Dick  Owen,  20th-Fox  exploiteer  of  Dallas; 
Andy  Smith,  20th-Fox  eastern  division  sales 
manager,  New  York;  Harry  Ballance,  south- 
ern district  manager,  Atlanta;  Phil  Longdon, 
southwestern  district  manager,  Dallas,  and 
Captain  Duffy,  Waco  army  flying  school, 
and  Sgt.  Richard  Sullivan,  European  bomber 
veteran. 

L.  C.  Griffith,  WAC  exhibitor  chairman, 
and  his  assistant,  C.  B.  Akers,  and  Robert 
Busch,  publicity  director,  arranged  the  rally. 

Connors  reiterated  that  the  No.  1 job  of  all 
branch  managers  and  film  salesmen  is  the 
Red  Cross  drive.  He  predicted  $10,000,000 
would  be  collected  by  the  nation’s  16,000 
theatres. 

O’Donnell  recommended  that  exhibitors  use 
Red  Cross  volunteers,  nurses  and  Boy  Scouts 
in  taking  collections  and  handling  the  funds. 

C.  E.  Norcross  Purchases 
The  Cordell  Theatres 

CORDELL,  OKLA. — C.  E.  Norcross  has  re- 
entered theatre  business  by  purchasing  the 
Cordell  Theatres  from  Harry  Waldron.  Nor- 
cross has  been  three  years  in  service  with  the 
navy  and  was  recently  released.  Before  the 
war  he  was  with  the  Tower  Theatre  at  Sell- 
ing, Okla. 

WPB  Grants  Authority 
To  Rebuild  a Theatre 

NASHVILLE — Kermit  C.  Stengel,  presi- 
dent of  Rockwood  Amusement  Co.,  has  been 
notified  by  the  WPB  that  its  Guthrie,  Ky., 
house,  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  may  be 
rebuilt.  A modern  house  to  seat  400  will  be 
built,  according  to  Mr.  Stengel. 


Improve  Your  Projection  Booth 

with 

FILM  REWIND  TABLES 

Immediate  Delivery  From  Our  Dallas  Stock 


JUST  ARRIVED 


A number  of  8,  10,  12  section 
Film  Cabinets.  Order  now. 


TICKETS 

Order  early!  Check  your  tickets  on  hand  now!  Do  not  wait 
until  you  are  out.  There  is  both  a paper  and  a color  shortage. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always" 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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Atlanta  Trade  Plans 
Hard  Cross  Drive 

ATLANTA — One  hundred  representatives 
of  leading  film  exchanges  and  theatre  chains 
of  the  southeast  have  completed  plans  for 
participation  in  the  Red  Cross  drive. 

The  first  week  of  the  drive  which  starts 
March  19  will  be  dedicated  by  the  industry 
to  the  campaign.  During  that  time  solicita- 
tions will  be  made  at  every  performance  in 
practically  every  theatre  here  and  through- 
out the  country. 

R.  B.  Wilby,  president  of  Wilby  Theatres, 
Inc.,  chairman  of  the  WAC  for  the  Atlanta 
exchange  territory,  presided  at  a meeting  of 
the  southeastern  representatives  here.  Speak- 
ers included  Henry  Reeves  of  Menard,  Tex., 
representing  the  motion  picture  exhibitors, 
and  H.  M.  Richey  of  New  York,  director  of 
publicity  for  M-G-M,  representing  the  dis- 
tributors. 

Maj.  Dallas  Clinger  joined  his  colleagues 
here  after  attending  the  world  premiere  in 
Macon  last  week  of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot.” 

Reeves  told  the  meeting  that  theatres  of 
the  nation  have  spearheaded  six  war  loan 
drives  and  four  polio  drives  since  1932. 

No  quota  for  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross 
drive  has  been  set.  Speakers  at  the  meet- 
ing anticipated  a collection  of  at  least 
$3,000,000. 


CHARLOTTE 


JJ  S.  McAfee  is  the  new  UA  salesman,  re- 
placing  Carl  Burton,  resigned  . . . Charles 
B.  Floyd  has  resigned  as  salesman  for  Para- 
mount and  joined  the  B.  B.  Anderson  cir- 
cuit, with  headquarters  in  Mullins,  S.  C., 
as  booker  and  buyer  . . . Manager  Scott  Lett 
and  Salesmen  Bert  Adams,  Bill  Holliday  and 
Bill  Sharpe  of  Paramount  will  attend  a re- 
gional sales  meeting  in  Atlanta  March  8-9 
to  be  conducted  by  Charles  Reagan,  Para- 
mount vice-president. 

Phil  A.  Williams,  in  charge  of  publicity  for 
the  March  of  Time,  was  here  two  days  with 
Manager  J.  E.  Holston  of  20th-Fox.  It  was 
his  first  visit  since  Fox  took  over  distribu- 
tion of  MOT  . . . Fred  Franke,  Republic  spe- 
cial representative,  was  at  the  local  office 
a week. 

Hazel  Eurey,  Universal  contract  clerk,  has 
married  Robert  Hallman,  a seaman  stationed 
at  Norfolk,  Va.  . . . George  Royster,  Uni- 
versal booker,  is  vacationing  in  New  York 
City  . . . Jules  Williamson,  RKO  office  man- 
ager, is  now  in  the  army  at  Ft.  Bragg  . . . 
George  Rogers,  RKO  booker,  has  resigned  to 
join  the  Palmolive-Peet  Co. 

J.  W.  Watts,  Watts  Theatre,  Williamston, 
N.  C„  has  been  notified  by  the  war  depart- 
ment that  his  son  James  Wiggins  jr.  was 
killed  February  7 in  action  over  Italy  . . . 
Visitors  on  the  Row:  C.  Prosser,  New,  John- 
sonville;  Ben  Strozier,  Stevenson,  Rock  Hill; 
T.  L.  Little,  Camden,  Camden;  H.  E.  Wes- 
singer,  Carolina,  Lexington;  Henry  R.  Berry, 
Center,  Hartsville;  Charles  Cash,  Dixie,  Kings 
Mountain;  Fin  Davis,  Mimosa,  Morganton. 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Everett  is  visiting  her  sister  at 
Miami.  Being  lonesome  “Heck”  Everett  de- 
cided to  visit  their  daughter  Ann,  who  is  in 
school  in  Hendersonville.  While  there  the 
junior  class  elected  Ann  as  representative 
on  the  May  Queen  staff. 

Frank  H.  Beddingfield,  co-chairman  of  the 
March  of  Dimes  in  North  Carolina,  has  re- 
ported collections  of  $90,852.77,  an  increase 
of  65  per  cent  over  last  year. 


SOUTHERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


It  was  back  in  1912 
when  the  exhibition 
bug  hit  R.  E.  Martin. 
In  that  year  he  pur- 
chased the  Bonita 
Theatre  in  Columbus, 
Ga.,  and  progressively 
bought  or  built  others. 
Today  he  is  head  of 
the  Martin  circuit  of 
89  theatres  scattered 
over  five  southern 
states.  He  is  treasurer 
of  the  MPTO  of 
Georgia,  an  Elk,  a member  of  Variety  Club 
at  Atlanta.  Martin  is  proud  of  the  fact  build- 
ings and  adjoining  properties  in  practically 
every  town  in  which  he  operates  theatres  are 
owned  by  the  circuit,  which  becomes  a tax- 
payer in  each  community. 


Thomas  E.  Orr’s  in- 
troduction to  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  25 
years  ago  was  quite  by 
accident.  In  liquida- 
tion of  a debt,  Orr,  a 
lawyer  of  Albertville, 
Ala.,  agreed  to  take 
over  a theatre.  He  was 
unable  to  dispose  of  the 
house  and  decided  to 
operate  it  himself. 
Since  that  period  he 
has  built  seven  the- 
atres. An  attorney  for  34  years,  Orr  has  twice 
served  in  the  Alabama  legislature,  four  years 
a prosecuting  attorney  for  Marshall  County, 
and  five  years  a member  of  the  Alabama 
state  highway  commission.  He  belongs  to 
several  exhibitor  organizations. 


The  motion  picture 
business  beckoned 
Louis  Rosenbaum,  Flo- 
rence, Ala.,  in  1914. 

Leasing  a theatre  in 
Douglas,  Wyo.,  his 
opening  bill  featured 
Theda  Bara  in  “A  Fool 
There  Was.”  Owner  of 
Muscle  Shoals  Thea- 
tres, his  houses  include 
the  Princess  and  Ma- 
jestic in  Florence,  and 
several  other  theatres 
throughout  the  state. 

Rosenbaum  is  his  son  Stanley,  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  circuit.  A member  of  the  MPTOA, 
Variety  and  Picture  Pioneers,  Rosenbaum  is 
also  director  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
chairman  of  the  Alabama  war  chest,  Dist.  1. 


In  association  with 


Collier  Anthony  Turn- 

age  of  Washington, 

N.  C.  bought  the  share 
of  one  of  four  partners 
in  1914.  This  might 
have  been  a portent 
of  things  to  come,  for 
he  eventually  p u r- 
chased  all  the  other 
partners’  holdings.  At 
present  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Turnage 
and  Reita  theatres.  He 
is  generally  interested 
in  civic  affairs,  but  holds  no  public  office.  He 
is  vice-president  of  the  Home  Building  & 
Loan  Ass’n  of  Washington,  a Rotarian  and 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  North  and  South  Carolina  Exhibitors 
Ass’n.  His  sideline  is  farming. 


After  an  interval  of 
selling  grocery  staples 
L.  C.  Griffith  of  Okla- 
homa City  embarked 
in  show  business  with 
his  two  brothers  in 
1915  at  San  Marcos, 
Tex.  Since  that  time 
his  activities  have  ex- 
panded to  the  opera- 
tion of  170  theatres  in 
Oklahoma  and  Texas. 
On  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  MPTO  of 
Oklahoma,  Griffith  is  also  ex-chief  barker 
of  Variety,  a Shriner,  YMCA  vice-president, 
and  state  war  council  chairman.  A sports 
enthusiast,  he  prefers  fishing  and  golf.  He 
has  three  stepchildren,  the  boys  in  uniform 
and  the  girl  at  college. 

Ralph  Talbot,  Tulsa, 

Okla.,  head  of  the  Ritz, 

Orpheum,  Rialto  and 
Majestic  there,  started 
out  in  the  professional 
world  as  a singer  in 
1908,  but  it  was  just  a 
few  years  later  that  he 
switched  his  affections 
and  became  a theatre 
operator.  For  six  years, 

1913-19,  Talbot  oper- 
ated the  Palace  in 
Tulsa.  In  1919  he  pur- 
chased the  Majestic.  He  then  built  the  Ritz, 
and  later  bought  the  Orpheum  and  Rialto, 
from  the  W.  M.  Smith  estate  in  1929.  Sec- 
retary-treasurer of  the  Oklahoma  Theatre 
Owners  Ass’n,  he  is  also  a Shriner  and  a 
member  of  Variety. 


William  T.  Culpepper 

of  North  Carolina  en- 
tered the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  1924. 
Prior  to  that  time  he 
had  operated  hard- 
ware stores,  an  interest 
he  maintains  to  this 
day.  He  now  owns  the 
Alkrama,  Carolina  and 
Gaiety  theatres  in 
Elizabeth  City,  the 
State  in  Hartford,  the 
Pioneer  in  Manteo  and 
the  Columbia  in  Columbia.  A member  of  the 
Exhibitors  Association,  he  belongs  also  .to  the 
Kiwanis,  Masons  and  Mystic  Shrine.  In- 
terested in  civic  affairs,  he  is  a state  senator, 
claims  politics  as  his  hobby.  He  has  a daugh- 
ter and  two  sons,  the  latter  in  uniform. 

Charles  H.  Mahone’s 

background  in  the  pic- 
ture industry  ranges 
from  telegraph  opera- 
tor to  motion  picture 
exhibitor.  Opening  his 
first  show  in  1909  in 
Custer  City,  Okla.,  be- 
fore film  exchanges 
existed,  with  three 
reels,  the  program  was 
subject  to  a daily 
change.  To  save  ex- 
press charges,  a week’s 
service  was  shipped  at  one  time,  and  films 
cost  75  cents  to  one  dollar  per  reel,  with  free 
paper  to  boot.  The  A-mus-U,  Cordell,  was 
formerly  operated  by  Mahone.  After  selling- 
out  there,  he  bought  the  Palace  and  started 
the  Oklahoman,  both  in  Hobart. 
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Non  Binion  Retires 
After  Long  Career 

LUFKIN,  TEX. — The  Jefferson  Amusement 
Co.  retired  its  veteran  city  manager,  Non 
Binion,  last  Tuesday  (20)  at  a banquet  in 
the  Angelina  Hotel.  At  the  banquet  it  was 
announced  that  Norman  G.  Hines,  former 
manager  of  the  Pines  Theatre,  had  suc- 
ceeded Binion.  S.  L.  Oakley  of  Dallas  and 
C.  C.  Porter  of  Beaumont,  circuit  vice-presi- 
dents, took  part  in  the  program.  Fred  Min- 
ton, director  of  theatres  and  others  from 
the  Beaumont  home  office  and  from  the- 
atres over  the  circuit  were  present. 

Binion  has  been  in  show  business  30  years. 
After  World  War  I he  came  to  Lufkin  and 
for  some  time  operated  the  Palace  Theatre. 
Soon  he  and  associates  promoted  and  built 
the  Pines. 

After  operating  the  Pines  for  a number  of 
years  as  an  independent  house  Binion  made 
a deal  with  Jefferson  under  which  Lufkin 
and  a number  of  other  towns  were  operated 
by  East  Texas  Theatres,  Inc.,  subsidiary  of 
Jefferson. 

Atlanta  Variety  Club 
Plans  Charity  Trust 

ATLANTA— The  Variety  Club  will  meet 
March  12  with  Bob  Wilby  and  I.  T.  Cohen  as 
“kings  of  the  day.’’  The  meeting  was  called 
to  familiarize  members  with  a plan  for  the 
formation  of  a separate  corporation  to  be 
called  “an  incorporated  charity  and  educa- 
tional trust.”  The  trust  will  handle  charity 


funds  of  the  club  and,  by  complete  divorce- 
ment from  all  other  club  accounts,  will  en- 
able the  club  to  accept  donations  from  in- 
dividuals. 


Texas  Interstate  Adds 
$124:819  to  Dimes 

DALLAS — March  of  Dimes  collections  in 
Interstate  Theatres  in  Texas  totaled  more 
than  $124,819,  according  to  John  Q.  Adams, 
state  vice-chairman.  Of  this,  Dallas  brought 
in  $22,633.86  and  Houston  ran  a close  second 
with  $19,354.  Other  totals: 

San  Antonio,  $13,418;  Fort  Worth,  $12,313; 
Galveston,  $10,008;  Amarillo,  $4,565;  Corsi- 
cana, $1,390;  El  Paso,  $5,106.44;  Harlingen, 
$2,035.69;  Paris,  $3,327;  Tyler,  $2,433;  Waco, 
$3,227;  Wichita  Falls,  $3,833.59;  Abilene,  $2,- 
724.64;  Albuquerque,  $6,778.74;  Breckenridge, 
$656.45;  Brownwood,  $1,844;  Brownsville,  $1,- 
114;  Denison,  $1,168.19;  Denton,  $1,148.42; 
McAllen,  $1,383.20;  Temple,  $2,195.94;  Ver- 
non, $949.49;  Weslaco,  $510,  and  Austin,  $4,577. 


Appendicitis  Hits  Twice 
In  Wilson  Day  Family 

Batesville,  Ark. — Wilson  Day,  manager 
of  the  Melba  Theatre  here,  had  to  rush 
his  11-year-old  son  to  a hospital  Febru- 
ary 23,  for  an  appendectomy.  Two  days 
later  Day  himself  was  rushed  to  the  hos- 
pital for  an  emergency  operation  for 
appendicitis. 


Vic  Cornelius  Buys 
Texas  Printing  Co. 

DALLAS — Victor  Cornelius,  theatre  printer 
who  the  last  several  years  has  operated  a 
plant  in  Eastland,  Tex.,  has  purchased  the 
Texas  Theatrical  Printing  Co.  here  from 
R.  H.  Robinson.  He  will  divide  his  time 
between  the  Eastland  and  Dallas  plants  and 
continue  operation  of  both  as  separate  busi- 
nesses. 

At  Eastland,  Cornelius  will  continue  to 
print  Map-Ads,  11x4  displays  and  Change- 
a-Play  standees  plus  the  regular  line  of  her- 
alds and  calendars.  Texas  Theatrical  will 
continue  to  print  its  regular  brand  of  her- 
alds, programs  and  calendars. 

About  12  years  ago  Cornelius  developed  a 
holder  which  fit  on  the  side  of  a paper 
napkin  container  in  restaurants  and  con- 
tained a card  on  which  was  to  be  printed 
an  ad  on  a current  theatre  attraction.  He 
called  it  Map-Ad,  obtained  a patent  and 
started  printing  the  cards. 

He  started  running  a series  of  two-color 
ads  on  the  back  cover  of  BOXOFFICE,  and 
soon  the  Map-Ads  were  being  distributed  on 
a nationwide  basis.  Later,  Cornelius  started 
to  print  calendars  and  heralds  and  other- 
wise expanded  his  service  to  theatres. 

Frank  Moffett,  experienced  lithograph  man, 
has  been  employed  by  Cornelius  as  manager 
of  Texas  Theatrical. 


Wills  and  Playboys  to  "Roundup" 

Bob  Wills  and  his  Texas  Playboys  have 
been  signed  to  do  special  spots  in  Columbia’s 
“Rhythm  Roundup.” 


C.  CRET0RS  & COMPANY 


manufacturers  of  quality 


POPCORN  MACHINES 

(SINCE  1885) 

Distributed  Exclusively  in 

Texas . Oklahoma.  Arkansas 
Louisiana.  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona  by 


Chas.  E.  Darden  & Co 


FILM  EXCHANGE  BLDG. 

308  S.  Harwood  St. 
DALLAS  1,  TEXAS 
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SAN  ANTONIO 


Tn  short  the  shows:  “For  Whom  the  Bell 

Tolls’’  had  a healthy  opening  at  the  Aztec 
on  Washington’s  birthday  at  popular  prices 
. . . “Eadie  Was  a Lady”  at  the  Empire  did 
satisfactory  business  . . . “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” played  a second  week  at  the  Texas. 

Mail  orders  are  now  being  received  for 
“Blithe  Spirit,”  which  will  be  two  nights 
at  the  Texas  March  7-8.  In  the  cast  are 
Mona  Barrie,  Reginald  Denny  and  others 
. . . Chief  Steward’s  Mate  A1  Clarence  Joseph 
of  the  maritime  commission  has  been  called 
back  to  active  duty  after  a long  leave  of 
absence  which  he  spent  here. 

Grace  Moore,  star  of  the  screen,  radio  and 
stage,  was  in  town  for  the  four  days  of  grand 
opera  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  . . . In- 
terstate circuit  gives  their  employes  $25  for 
each  first  blessed  event. 

Lawrence  J.  Pico  of  Pic’s  Key  Shoppe  re- 
ports that  he  used  to  peddle  films  for  the 
old  Mutual  exchange,  New  Orleans,  30  years 
ago,  and  as  Pic  says,  that  was  in  the  “days 
when  you  and  I were  young,  Maggie.” 

Exhibitors  in  town  recently  to  book  Clasa- 
Mohme  Films  were  James  Kunetka,  Rita, 
Benavides:  Emile  Heinen,  Capitol,  New  Bran- 
fels;  Miguel  Delgado,  Nacional,  Crystal  City; 
Juan  N.  Santos,  Casino,  Hondo,  and  Jose 
Garcia  jr„  National,  Asherton,  Tex.  Also 
Johnny  G.  Long,  Bay  City.  Other  showshop- 
pers  to  the  Mohme  office  included  Rubin 
Frels,  Victoria:  Paul  J.  Poag,  Del  Rio;  Mrs. 
B.  N.  Sohn  and  Jimmie  Longoria,  Edinburg; 
Juan  Monsivais,  Kenedy;  Francisco  Trevino, 
Pearsall;  Harry  Ellis,  Bay  City;  Walter 
Knoche,  Fredericksburg;  Eddie  Joseph,  Aus- 
tin, and  Alfred  Pena,  New  Braunfels. 


SPEARHEADING  RED  CROSS  DRIVE — Texans  turned  out  in  large  num- 
bers at  Dallas  last  week  to  meet  Tom  J.  Connors  and  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  one  of  the 
two-men  teams  touring  the  country  in  the  interest  of  the  coming  Red  Cross 
drive.  In  the  top  photo,  1.  to  r.:  O’Donnell,  Don  C.  Douglas,  Texas  exhibitor  co- 
chairman;  Cecil  House,  state  distributor  chairman;  Connors. 

Below:  Showing  about  two-thirds  of  the  crowd,  comprising  exhibitors,  dis- 
tribution heads  and  salesmen  and  supply  men. 


J.  L.  Greenwood,  manager  of  the  Joy, 
served  on  the  jury  for  about  ten  days  . . . 
Angie  Lee,  former  theatrical  actress  of  Chi- 
cago, recently  took  over  the  Melody  room 
here.  Her  father,  James  Lee,  produced  mu- 
sical comedy  and  tab  shows  here  back  in  the 
good  old  days  at  the  Strand,  now  the  Prince 
. . . Sgt.  Henry  L.  Villapadierna,  aviation 
cadet  mechanic,  who  served  two  years  in 
England,  has  returned  to  Lincoln,  Neb., 
after  spending  his  furlough  here  with  his 
wife.  His  father  Martin  is  projectionist  at 
the  State. 

San  Antonio’s  new  theatre  on  Fredericks- 
burg Road  will  be  known  as  the  Woodlawn 
instead  of  the  Jefferson  as  originally  planned, 
Interstate  circuit  officials  have  announced. 
The  decision  to  change  the  name  was  made 
after  the  Parent-Teacher  Ass’n  of  Jefferson 
High  School  had  objected  to  the  proposed 
name.  The  Woodlawn,  which  Interstate  of- 
ficials say  is  to  be  the  largest  suburban  house 
in  the  state  of  Texas,  will  open  on  or  about 
April  15. 

Alec  Templeton,  blind  virtuoso  of  the  ivories, 
stopped  over  here  during  the  middle  of  the 
week  on  his  trip  from  the  Rio  Grande  Val- 
ley to  north  Texas.  He  said  his  stopover 
was  to  get  some  much  needed  rest  and  some 
of  that  good  Mexican  food. 

Truck  and  bus  drivers,  dock  foremen  and 
maintenance  personnel  of  the  motor  carrier 
industry  of  the  San  Antonio  area  were 
guests  at  the  ODT  Sunday  afternoon  at  a 
showing  of  “secret”  army  films  at  the  San 
Pedro  Playhouse.  All  local  truck  and  bus 
drivers,  including  the  Texas-Valley  Film  Serv- 


ice and  other  private  carriers,  are  cooperat- 
ing as  were  Hawkins,  Reed  (here),  and  Heart 
of  Texas  in  Austin. 

Manager  Alberto  Coppell  of  Azteca  Films 
spent  the  midweek  in  Houston  calling  upon 
the  Azteca  and  Nuevo  Palacio  Teatros  there. 

Interstate  Items:  Since  Argentina  is  going 
anti-Axis,  Lillian  Mumme,  publicity  secre- 
tary, is  now  giving  that  country  some  extra 
shoe  trade  . . . Lafe  Peiffer,  Interstate  con- 
cession manager,  was  among  the  recent  vis- 
itors from  Dallas  . . . Eph  Charninsky,  super- 
visor of  Texas  Consolidated  Theatres,  San 
Antonio,  returned  from  a business  trip  to 
Harlingen  and  the  Valley  . . . Martin  Villa- 
padierna, State  Theatre  projectionist,  spent 
Washington’s  birthday  in  Nueva  Laredo,  Mex- 
ico, and  was  flashing  some  Mexican  dinero 
to  the  Ketner  brothers  and  his  many  amigos 
here  the  next  day. 

“Los  Dos  Huerfanas”  (Orphans  of  the 
Storm)  is  the  title  of  the  current  Clasa- 
Mohme  release  now  booking  . . . Heading  the 
three-day  “Western  Star  Revue”  at  the  Em- 
pire Thursday  (1)  was  Red  River  Dave  (Mc- 
Enery),  singing  Columbia  star;  Jerry  Lee, 
guitarist;  Texas  Bill  and  Edna,  trick  and 


THE  QUEEN  FEATURE  SERVICE,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912/2  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th  FI..  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC*  Dallas,  Tex. 


fancy  roping  artists,  and  the  Texas  Tumble- 
weeds, of  radio  (WOAI)  and  stage. 

Astor  Pictures’  John  Jenkins  of  Dallas  was 
a visitor  along  the  Row.  He  was  headed  for 
eastern  Texas  . . . With  his  Nogalitos  The- 
atre nearing  completion,  Paul  Garza  told 
BOXOFFICE  here  last  week  that  he  plans 
to  build  three  more  postwar  theatres  after 
V-Day.  Garza  is  looking  for  suitable  Latin- 
American  stage  show  acts  for  the  grand 
opening  soon  of  his  new  south  side  house. — 
L.  K. 


HANG-  'EM  FROM  THE  BALCONY 

C&d 56 


WAHOO 
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THE  POSTER  EXCHANGE,  Inc. 
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Wilson  has  been  appointed  head  shipper  at 
Republic.  Assistants  are  Eugene  Runyon  and 

Berry  Lundy  . . . Lieut.  Brent  M.  Lowery  jr„ 

former  assistant  manager  of  the  State,  Chat- 
Theatres,  was  in  for  a session  with  Jack  tanooga,  was  killed  in  action,  according  to 
Kirby.  information  received  by  his  parents. 


/"'•arl  Floyd,  former  Republic  manager,  now 
with  the  Stein  & Floyd  Theatres,  became 
the  father  of  a baby  boy  on  Lincoln’s  birth- 
day . . . Congratulations  are  in  order  for 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  D.  McCoy  of  Springfield, 
Mo.,  parents  of  R.  L.  McCoy,  southern  dis- 
trict manager  of  Warner  Bros.,  who  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  anniversary  re- 
cently. 

Visitors  on  the  Row  included  H.  Green, 
Albertville,  Ala.;  T.  K.  Jones,  Dadeville,  Ala.; 
Hugh  Manning,  formerly  of  Marietta,  Ga.; 
O.  C.  Lam,  Rome,  Ga„  and  Manny  Sussman, 
Lee  Theatre,  Fort  Myers,  Fla. 

Harry  Graham,  southern  district  sales  man- 
ager for  Universal,  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Robert  J.  Langler  as  Tennessee 
sales  representative,  replacing  “Shag”  Jor- 
don, resigned.  Langler  formerly  was  con- 
nected with  the  sales  force  of  Universal 
working  out  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Indian- 
apolis exchanges.  He  was  graduated  in  1938 
at  Notre  Dame.  Jordon,  who  recently  re- 
signed at  Universal,  is  taking  in  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  and  intends  to  hook  some  big 
ones. 

Roy  Brauer,  Universal  manager,  has  re- 
turned from  Birmingham  where  he  closed 
several  important  deals  . . . Charlie  Clarke 
and  Riley  Davis,  Universal  salesmen,  were 
in  over  the  weekend. 

Lieut.  Nat  Hancock,  owner  of  the  Roose- 
velt Theatre,  Jefferson,  Ga.,  and  now  with 
the  navy,  is  home  on  leave  . . . Paul  Eng- 
ler.  Famous  Theatre,  Birmingham,  is  visit- 
ing his  mother  in  Kansas  City. 

Paramount  News:  Jack  Kirby,  district 
manager,  attended  the  exhibitors  conven- 
tion at  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  visited  the  New 
Orleans  office  to  confer  with  Jack  Price — 
this  immediately  after  a successful  trip  to 
Jacksonville  and  Miami  with  Grover  Par- 
sons, branch  manager  . . . Mildred  Mc- 
Waters,  chief  accountant  of  the  Charlotte 
branch,  was  in  for  a visit  and  looking  fine 
. . . Norma  Thomas,  a new  member  of  the 
Paramount  family,  replaces  Grace  Seignious 
who  is  now  a busy  housewife  . . . “Bring 
On  the  Girls”  screening  evoked  enthusiastic 
comment,  clearly  indicating  a grand  Easter 
present  by  Paramount  . . . B.  B.  “Deacon” 
Garner,  general  manager  of  Florida  State 


T.  J.  Connors,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  in  charge  of  distribution  of  20th- 
Fox,  arrived  February  20  to  meet  with  south- 
eastern sales  representatives  and  plans  for 
the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  drive.  Connors 
conferred  with  Harry  H.  Ballance,  southern 
division  manager;  Paul  Wilson,  southeastern 
branch  manager,  and  the  local  sales  force. 

Jimmie  Biddle,  Jasper,  Fla.;  Mose  Lebo- 
witz,  Chattanooga;  the  Dunn  brothers  from 
Donaldson,  Ga.,  and  Chattahoochee,  Fla., 
and  Bill  Griffith,  Cullman,  Ala.,  were  on  the 
Row. 

Thelma  Dumas  and  Frances  Hudgins  of 
Universal  and  Hazel  Jackson  of  the  local 
Florida  State  Theatre  office,  spent  the  week- 
end in  Chattanooga. 

Mrs.  Wilhemina  Cook,  formerly  of  the  ac- 
counting department  of  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice, was  named  secretary  to  C.  P.  Lester, 
southern  division  manager  . . . Mrs.  Bea 
Schocken  of  New  York,  formerly  secretary" 
to  Vera  Hathorn  of  National  Screen  Service, 
visited  Miss  Hathorne  and  friends  on  the 
Row. 

All  Filmrow  was  glad  to  hear  of  the  im- 
proved condition  of  Eddie  Bonns,  United 
Artist  film  publicist,  who  was  floored  by 
illness  . . . Ching  Allen,  UA  manager,  is  in 
an  improved  condition  after  a long  illness 
. . . Willis  Davis  and  Dusty  Rhodes,  Georgia 
Theatres,  Inc.,  played  the  part  of  monkeys 
in  the  parade  in  Macon  ...  A score  of  soxers 
jumping  up  and  down  on  R.  L.  McCoy’s  new 
automobile  in  Macon  and  rumpled  the  hood 
of  the  car  like  a piece  of  foil. 

It  was  good  to  see  Ensign  Boyd  Fry,  for- 
mer manager  of  Loew’s  Grand  Theatre,  along 
the  brownout  this  weekend.  Boyd  has  been 
at  sea  seven  months  aboard  a tanker.  He 
put  into  such  ports  as  Guadalcanal,  New 
Caledonia,  Panama,  Balboa,  the  West  Indies 
and  many  other  whistle  stops  in  the  South 
Pacific.  He  was  back  here  visiting  and  sport- 
ing a new  mustache  and  a sun  tan.  His 
wife  and  babies  were  with  him. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Katz,  mother  of  Ike  and  Harry 
Katz,  franchise  holders  of  PRC,  died.  In- 
terment was  in  Montgomery,  Ala.  . . . E.  H. 


Sgt.  Charles  Adams,  former  owner  of  the 
Grant  Amusement  Co.  here,  was  home  visit- 
ing his  family  on  furlough  . . . Herman  Sil- 
verman, Wometco  circuit,  Miami,  visited 
friends  on  the  Row  . . . Paul  Wilson,  20th- 
Fox  manager,  went  to  the  New  Orleans  of- 
fice . . . Harry  Ballance,  southern  division 
manager  of  20th-Fox,  is  paying  the  south- 
eastern branches  a visit  . . . Spencer  Pierce, 
publicity  representative  of  20th-Fox,  left  for 
an  exploitation  visit  to  Nashville. 

"Away”  Is  Four-Week 
Grosser  at  Dallas 

DALLAS — Although  newspaper  critics  were 
lukewarm  on  “Since  You  Went  Away,”  the 
film  was  top  draw  on  Theatre  Row  for  three 
weeks  and  was  held  for  a fourth  and  final 
week.  Not  since  “Going  My  Way”  has  a pic- 
ture won  such  public  acceptance.  Other  runs 
met  about  the  same  pace  of  overaverage 
business  as  has  been  customary  recently.' “To 
Have  and  Have  Not”  held  for  a second. 

(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Outlaws  of  Paradise  (Rep),  Sergeant 
Mike  (Col),  split  with  The  Jade  Mask  (Mono); 


Marked  for  Murder  (PRC)  125 

Majestic — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 130 

Melba — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  3rd  wk 135 

Palace — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M) 125 

Rialto — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ),  split  with 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO),  2nd  run 120 

Tower — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

2nd  wk 125 


"Miracle  of  Hickory" 
Convoyed  by  Barkers 

CHARLOTTE — The  infantile  paralysis 
emergency  hospital  at  Hickory,  N.  C„  the 
subject  of  the  March  of  Dimes  short,  “The 
Miracle  of  Hickory,”  will  be  moved  to  Mem- 
orial Hospital  here  Monday  (5)  by  members 
of  local  Tent  24  of  Variety  Club  in  a motor 
car  caravan. 

Max  Bryan,  chairman  of  Variety’s  polio 
committee,  announced  that  ten  ambulances 
and  70  cars  driven  by  club  members  will 
report  at  the  Hickory  hospital  not  later  than 
11:30  Monday  morning.  His  instructions  to 
drivers  follow: 

“When  your  car  is  parked,  please  remain 
in  it  until  an  attendant  has  given  you  a 
number  for  your  car,  a note  giving  you  the 
names  of  the  nurse  and  patients  you  will 
carry  to  Charlotte,  the  ward  in  which  you 
will  find  this  nurse,  and  a sketch  map  of 
the  hospital.  Ward  numbers  are  posted  over 
the  ward  doors.  It  will  be  your  responsibility 
to  immediately  contact  the  nurse  whose  name 
you  have,  telling  her  that  you  are  her  driver. 
After  having  made  this  contact,  you  will 
report  to  the  dining  room  where  lunch  will 
be  served  promptly  at  12  noon.  Lunch  will 
be  over  at  12:45.  As  soon  as  you  have  fin- 
ished lunch,  please  present  yourself  to  your 
nurse  and  proceed  to  load  your  car.  In  most 
cases  it  will  be  possible  and  preferable  that 
you  carry  the  patients  in  your  arms  to  the 
car.  In  those  cases  where  a patient  will  have 
to  be  transported  on  a stretcher,  the  nurse 
will  have  made  the  necessary  arrangements. 
After  your  car  is  located,  please,  under  no 
circumstances,  leave  it.  This  will  help  expe- 
dite matters.  In  the  event  that  the  convoy 
en  route  to  Charlotte  should  of  necessity  be 
broken,  please  proceed  directly  to  Charlotte 
Memorial  Hospital  to  unload  your  patients. 
Please  be  on  time.  Your  tardiness  will  not 
inconvenience  the  Variety  Club,  but  will  work 
a hardship  on  a crippled  child.” 


GIVES  THEM  THE  BIRD? — Southern  and  eastern  Republic  managers  were 
among  others  in  Hollywood  recently  as  guests  of  Herbert  Y.  Yates,  head  of  the 
company.  They  learned  about  plans  for  topflight  stars  and  directors  which  are 
being  signed  by  Republic.  The  four  executives  pictured  above  visited  Roy  Rogers 
at  his  home  in  Van  Nuys,  Calif.  Rogers  is  holding  a trophy  won  by  one  of  his 
homing  pigeons  in  a receDt  contest  in  competition  with  3,000  other  birds.  Looking 
on  are  Norman  J.  Colquhoun,  southwestern  district  manager,  Dallas;  J.  H.  “Cy” 
Dillon,  branch  manager,  Charlotte;  Joe  Engle,  branch  manager  at  Philadelphia, 
and  Jake  Flax,  franchise  holder  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Odeon  Takes  Over 
Montreal  Group 

TORONTO — A few  days  prior  to  the  de- 
parture from  here  this  week  of  C.  J.  Appel, 
Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada  executive,  to  Mon- 
treal February  22,  Odeon  officially  took  over 
eight  theatres  there  of  the  Superior  Operating 
Co.,  the  ace  house  of  the  group  being  the 
Kent,  which  is  among  the  finest  in  Montreal. 
Operating  policies  of  the  theatres,  which  con- 
tinue under  the  supervision  of  Don  Gauld,  are 
being  worked  out  by  Ralph  Dale,  chief  booker 
of  the  Canadian  Odeon  circuit. 

Gauld  formerly  was  a district  manager  at 
Winnipeg  for  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
for  some  years.  The  purchase  of  the  eight 
theatres  from  (Ben)  Garson  & Lane,  took 
place  following  the  announcement  here  in 
January  of  the  appointment  of  a new  Odeon 
directorate,  including  four  representatives  of 
Arthur  Rank. 

Harry  Thomas  in  Toronto 
To  Confer  With  Kaufman 

TORONTO  — Harry  H.  Thomas  of  New 
York,  eastern  sales  manager  of  Monogram 
Pictures,  was  here  for  conferences  with  Harry 
A.  Kaufman,  general  manager  of  Canadian 
Monogram,  on  forthcoming  releases.  Thomas 
was  among  the  guests  at  the  luncheon  of  the 
Naval  Film  Society  aboard  the  York,  and 
brought  greetings  from  the  United  States  in 
a brief  speech. 

Thomas  announced  Monogram  business  had 
doubled  in  the  last  year  and  had  become  in- 
creasingly strong  in  foreign  sales  with  the 
result  that  a number  of  features  were  being 
dubbed  with  foreign  languages.  Kaufman 
and  Thomas  went  to  Buffalo  for  the  first 
tradeshowing  of  “Dillinger.” 

British  Project  a Television 
Hookup  With  the  Empire 

MONTREAL — Sir  Allan  Powell  of  the  Brit- 
ish Broadcasting  Corp.  predicted  in  London 
that  a television  system  covering  the  British 
empire  by  cable  would  be  in  operation  with- 
in a few  years  after  the  end  of  the  war. 
Addressing  a commonwealth  broadcasting 
conference,  Allan  said  a BBC  committee  has 
completed  a thorough  study  of  postwar  tele- 
vision and  the  BBC  now  is  awaiting  a govern- 
ment decision  on  the  form  of  television  pro- 
gram to  be  undertaken  in  the  United  King- 
dom. 


Inverted  Film  Projection 
Used  by  Recruiting  Center 

MONTREAL — “A  simple  device,”  say  re- 
cruiting authorities  describing  the  projection 
machine  by  which  motion  pictures  are  trans- 
mitted to  a small  screen  in  the  window  of 
the  recruiting  reception  center,  1118  Beaver 
Hall  Hill,  to  arrest  the  attention  of  passers- 
by  and  thereby  spotlight  the  army  depot. 
One  feature  film  was  the  epic  story  of  Stalin- 
grad with  full  sound  effect.  The  inverted 
film  projection,  obtained  by  ingenious  use  of 
mirrors,  is  drawing  interested  crowds. 


No  Hague  Successor 

TORONTO — F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Canadian 
sales  manager  of  Universal,  returned  to  the 
New  York  home  office  without  revealing 
plans  for  the  selection  of  a successor  to  the 
late  Clair  Hague  as  Canadian  representative. 
Empire-Universal  Films,  a Paul  Nathanson 
company,  which  holds  the  Dominion  fran- 
chise for  Arthur  Rank  features  and  has  a 
separate  division  for  Republic  product  in 
Canada,  also  distributes  Universal  films. 
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Rank-Nathanson  Form 
A Film  Ed  Enterprise 


B&L  Hope  for  St.  John  Film 
Unit  Goes  a Glimmering 

ST.  JOHN— Reported  plans  of  B&L  Thea- 
tres to  establish  a theatre  in  its  home  town 
here  seem  to  have  been  lost  in  the  shuffle 
involving  Famous  Players  Canadian  proposal 
to  build  the  Paramount  and  buying  into  the 
Spencer  circuit  (St.  John  Strand),  plus  the 
Odeon-Rank  purchase  of  six  buildings  here 
as  site  for  a new  theatre. 

Abe  Garson  has  an  apartment  house  build- 
ing facing  King  Square  on  which  FPC  has 
the  Capitol  and  the  site  for  the  Paramount, 
plus  the  holding  in  the  Strand;  and  Odeon 
has  its  site.  Rumors  were  that  Garson  would 
convert  his  apartment  house  into  a theatre 
and  that  B&L  (Bernstein  & Lieberman)  in- 
tended building  at  or  near  the  square.  But 
it  is  now  questionable  if  these  projects  will 
materialize. 

B&L  has  a string  of  houses,  chiefly  under 
lease,  and  Garson  has  two  in  Halifax  and 
one  in  Moncton. 

The  FPC  Capitol  probably  will  be  assigned 
to  second  run  duals  and  at  a low-price  scale. 
This  would  affect  the  Strand,  Empire  and 
Mayfair. 

The  new  Odeon-Rank  house  will  give  prece- 
dence to  British  first  runs  and  the  FPC  Para- 
mount to  first  run  Hollywood  pictures. 

Garson  started  in  the  theatre  field  about 
ten  years  ago  with  B&L,  but  split  with  that 
unit  about  five  years  ago  to  embark  on  his 
own,  buying  the  Halifax  Garrick. 


Artists  Guild  Formed 

MONTREAL — The  Quebec  Official  Gazette 
recently  contained  a notice  of  the  incorpora- 
tion of  La  Guilde  des  Artistes,  with  Simon 
Pierre  East,  professor;  Roger  Blais,  artist, 
and  Jean  Louis  East,  druggist,  all  three  of 
Quebec  City,  as  officers.  It  was  stated  the 
purpose  is: 

“Promote  and  foster  the  development  of 
musical,  theatrical,  choregraphic  and  ora- 
torical art;  to  group  artists  for  mutual  as- 
sistance purposes;  to  act  as  promoters  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  hearing  of  artists 
by  the  public.” 

The  corporation  may  possess  property  up 
to  $25,000. 


Observes  Two  Birthdays 

TORONTO — February  12  was  celebrated  as 
Lincoln’s  birthday  and  his  own  by  Win  Bar- 
ron, promotion  manager  of  Paramount  Film 
Service  here. 


TORONTO — Motion  Picture  Instructional 
and  Educational  Films,  Ltd.,  has  been  or- 
ganized here  under  a Dominion  charter  as  a 
new  unit  of  the  rapidly-expanding  coterie  of 
Paul  Nathanson  companies.  It  is  viewed  as 
an  important  industry  step  for  postwar. 

The  active  head  of  the  enterprise  will  be 
Frank  O’Byrne,  who  has  resigned  as  Toronto 
branch  manager  of  Associated  Screen  News 
after  many  years  service  with  that  company. 

While  no  official  announcement  has  been 
made,  it  is  known  that  the  new  company  wilt 
establish  a 16mm  film  studio  and  laboratory 
here  to  take  care  of  the  growing  demand  for 
narrow-width  product  for  colleges,  schools, 
governments,  industries  and  associations,  for 
which  there  is  believed  to  be  a great  future. 
It  is  understood  that  arrangements  have  al- 
ready been  made  for  studio  equipment,  some 
of  which  already  is  available  for  early  opera- 
tions, while  consideration  has  been  given  to 
a number  of  film  subjects  for  use  in  institu- 
tions of  learning. 

O'Byrne’s  departure  from  Associated  Screen 
News  follows  the  selection  of  D.  C.  Coleman, 
president  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway, 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Gen- 
eral Theatre  Corp.  and  Odeon  Theatres  of 
Canada  as  one  of  four  representatives  of 
Arthur  Rank  of  England,  who  is  in  partner- 
ship association  with  Paul  Nathanson.  Cole- 
man also  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  Asso- 
ciated Screen  News,  which  is  allied  with  the 
CPR.  Among  the  deductions  is  that  Rank  is 
interested  in  the  16mm  development  in  Can- 
ada, possibly  the  production  of  narrow-film 
subjects  for  juvenile  audiences,  such  as  has 
been  done  in  Great  Britain.  Nathanson  has 
said  that  juvenile  programs  will  eventually 
be  featured  in  Canadian  Odeon  theatres. 

The  news  of  the  formation  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Instructional  and  Educational  Films 
broke  here  before  the  return  of  Nathanson 
from  a trade  mission  to  Hollywood  where  he 
conferred  with  studio  heads  on  the  Canadian 
situation. 

Spencer  Buys  Wolfville 
Property  From  N.  Evans 

ST.  JOHN — N.  Evans,  Wolfville,  who  had 
leased  the  Orpheum  Theatre  in  Wolfville 
to  F.  G.  Spencer  Co.,  St.  John,  for  many 
years,  has  sold  the  building  and  land  to  that 
circuit,  which  has  entered  a 50-50  ownership 
arrangement  with  Famous  Players.  The 
seating  capacity  is  400.  For  postwar,  plans 
call  for  erection  of  a new  building  at  the 
back  of  the  present  structure,  increasing  the 
seating  capacity  to  about  650,  and  revamping 
the  old  front.  The  Orpheum  is  the  only  thea- 
tre in  Wolfville,  seat  of  Acadia  University, 
and  a town  of  about  4,000. 


Saturday  Owl  Ban  All  Week  Now 

Toronto — A group  of  local  exhibitors  did  not  get  to  first  base  when  they  appeared 
before  the  board  of  police  commissioners  for  a review  of  the  ban  on  Sunday  midnight 
shows  on  the  ground  that  the  police  authority  had  taken  action  without  consulting  the 
theatre  owners.  Not  only  did  the  commission  turn  down  the  request  for  a modifica- 
tion of  the  order  but  put  through  a measure  requiring  the  closing  of  theatres  at  11:45 
o’clock  each  night  of  the  whole  week. 

The  deputation  appeared  before  the  police  board  only  a few  days  after  the  U.S. 
authorities  at  Washington  had  called  on  all  places  of  amusement  in  the  States  to  close 
at  midnight  and  this  development  is  believed  to  have  worked  against  any  possibility  of 
relief  here.  The  Toronto  move  was  taken  largely  under  the  claim  that  undesirable 
characters  frequented  late  shows  and  that  such  performances  contributed  to  juvenile 
delinquency. 
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Doss  McLean,  deputy  commissioner  of  the 
National  Film  Board,  was  in  Toronto 
where  he  checked  with  the  board’s  branch 
office  and  attended  a luncheon  given  by  the 
Naval  Film  Society  for  film  trade  represen- 
tatives . . . Milton  Budd,  formerly  with  the 
air  force,  has  been  appointed  assistant  man- 
ager to  Henry  Marshall  at  the  Regent,  suc- 
ceeding Nick  Tremblay  who  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  a similar  position  under  Manager 
T.  R.  Tubman  at  the  Capitol.  The  changes 
followed  the  appointment  of  Leslie  Mitchell 
of  the  Capitol  to  manage  the  Regent  at 
Brockville. 

A local  department  store  featured  a pres- 
entation by  models  of  costumes  worn  by 
leading  actresses  in  “Frenchman’s  Creek.” 
Proceeds  of  the  fashion  parade  were  turned 
over  to  war  charities  ....  The  National  Film 
Board  has  published  a 140-page  book  on  its 
16mm  films,  which  contains  a catalog  of  avail- 
able releases  and  a list  of  the  NFB  offices  and 
public  libraries  across  Canada  from  which 
the  films  can  be  rented  by  organizations. 

Leonard  Brockington,  a director  of  Odeon 
Theatres  of  Canada  representing  J.  Arthur 
Rank  of  England,  was  an  official  guest  at 
the  “One  World”  dinner  given  in  New  York  as 
a tribute  to  the  late  Wendell  L.  Willkie  . . . 
The  Ottawa  Women’s  Canadian  Club  has  re- 
ceived an  additional  $1,863  from  the  opera- 
tion of  its  tearoom  in  the  foyer  of  the  Capi- 
tol, bringing  to  more  than  $50,000  the  money 
raised  from  the  room  for  different  war 
charities  in  the  last  five  years.  The  theatre 
facilities  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  club  all  during  this  time  through  the 
courtesy  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 

Lawrence  Heyman  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  Local  528  of  the  IATSE  Moving  Pic- 
ture Operators  Union  at  Kingston,  Ont.,  for 
the  current  year,  with  George  Clapp,  vice- 
president,  and  Rod  Davey,  business  agent. 

Theatre  managers  are  arranging  for  direct 
cooperation  with  the  annual  drive  of  the 
Canadian  Red  Cross  through  motion  picture 
war  services  committee,  and  for  the  first  time 
collection  boxes  will  be  passed  through  the 
audience  in  all  theatres  on  two  Red  Cross 
days,  March  30-31.  The  general  policy  of 
Canadian  theatres,  otherwise,  has  been  to 
refrain  from  cash  collections  for  any  cause 
among  patrons. 


Grierson  in  Maritimes 

ST.  JOHN — While  touring  the  maritime 
provinces,  John  Grierson,  Ottawa,  National 
Film  Board  chief,  said  he  “hoped”  to  es- 
tablish liaison  units  in  the  Atlantic  prov- 
inces for  the  production  of  pictures  of  en- 
tertainment value  on  life  and  conditions  in 
the  maritimes.  He  said  the  accent  would  be 
on  entertainment  and  not  the  educational 
aspect  and  for  showing  in  theatres  of  Can- 
ada and  the  U.S.  At  St.  John,  Grierson  met 
with  managers  of  the  local  film  distribution 
branches  to  discuss  distribution  conditions 
for  NFB  releases.  During  his  tour  he  visited 
each  of  the  three  provinces,  traveling  by 
rail  and  plane.  At  Fredericton,  he  made  an 
address  at  an  art  center  in  the  University 
of  New  Brunswick. 


) » it's  a NATURAL  1 

JL  WAHOO 

ji  America's  finest  Screen  Came 

HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 
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Monireal  Crowds 
Throng  to  'Singing' 

MONTREAL  — An  all-around  good  week 
was  experienced  by  first  run  theatres  in  mid- 
February,  with  almost  unexampled  crowds 
besieging  Loew’s  where  Deanna  Durbin,  al- 
ways Montreal’s  greatest  favorite,  was  fea- 
tured in  “Can’t  Help  Singing.”  It  was  held 
for  a second  week.  At  the  Palace  good  busi- 
ness was  done  on  the  second  week  of  “And 
Now  Tomorrow.”  “The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home,” 
leader  of  the  Capitol’s  double  bill,  drew 
crowds.  French-Canadians  thronged  to  the 
Orpheum  to  see  “Souviens  Toi  du  Jour”  in 
its  second  week.  At  the  Princess,  the  double 
bill  headed  by  “Dark  Waters”  proved  so  at- 
tractive that  it  is  held  a second  week. 

Capitol — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Tahiti  Nights  (Col)  . Good 

Loews — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) Terrific 

Orpheum — Souviens  Toi  du  four  (Remember  the 

Day)  (WB),  2nd  wk Good 

Palace — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para),  2nd  wk..Did  well 
Princess — Dark  Waters  (UA);  Under  Western 

Skies  (Univ)  Very  good 


Chinook  Winds  Bring  Fine  Show 
Weather;  Calgary  Grosses  Firm 

CALGARY — While  business  in  general  has 
been  holding  up  to  winter  maximum,  a few 
theatres  report  occasional  poor  week  days. 
“Guest  in  the  House,”  held  over  at  the  Grand, 
drawing  excellent  houses  to  last  day.  The 
“Thin  Man”  came  back  here  to  prove  the 
Powell-Loy  team  still  a good  draw.  It  was 
held  over  at  split-week  Palace.  Spencer 
Tracy’s  name  in  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”  drew  capacity  opening,  but  war  pic- 
tures do  not  hold  up  here  and  play  extended 
booking.  Chinook  winds  kept  temperatures 
ideal  for  show  business  here. 

Capitol — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M)  ...Very  good 

Grand — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ),  Hi  Good 

Lookin'  (Univ)  Good 

Palace — Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) Good 


"St.  Louis"  Weighty  in  Second  Week 
At  Toronto;  “Keys"  Does  Nicely 

TORONTO — “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  held 
strength  in  its  second  week  at  Loew’s  Yonge 
Street  with  a strong  attraction  for  more  of 
the  youthful  fans.  There  was  also  nice  busi- 
ness on  holdovers  of  “The  Keys  of  the  King- 
dom” at  Shea’s  and  “Casanova  Brown”  at 
the  Imperial.  “Tomorrow  the  World,”  on  a 
double  bill,  was  fair  at  Loew’s  Uptown,  while 
the  Tivoli  and  Eglinton  were  steady  with  dual 
which  included  “The  Fighting  Lady.” 

(Average  is  100) 

Eglinton  and  Tivoli — Sunday  Dinner  lor  a Sol- 
dier (20th-Fox);  The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox)— . 90 

Imperial — Casanova  Brown  (RKO),  2nd  wk 90 

Loew's — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 115 


Shea's — The  Keys  ol  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 90 

Uptown — Tomorrow  the  World  (UA);  My  Gal 
Loves  Music  (Univ)  95 


"Pirate"  Is  Vancouver  Big  Gun; 

Red  Film  Festival  Good 

VANCOUVER — The  big  gun  of  the  week 
here  was  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  at 
the  Capitol,  which  reached  out  for  a top  fig- 
ure. Also  potent  was  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”  at  the  Orpheum.  The  Strand  played 
the  San  Carlo  Opera  Co.  to  capacity  busi- 
ness. Odeon  tried  something  new  at  the 
Paradise — six  Russian  films  and  headed  its 
ad  and  front  “Soviet  Film  Festival.”  Busi- 
ness was  better  than  average. 

Beacon — Pearl  of  Death  (Univ);  Over  the  Wall 


(PRC),  plus  stage  show Average 

Capitol — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO) Excellent 

Dominion— Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M),  move- 

over;  Girl  Rush  (RKO)  Good 

Orpheum — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M)„Good 

Plaza — Three  Is  a Family  (UA),  2nd  wk Fair 

Paradise — Soviet  Film  Festival  (Russian).. ..Very  nice 

Strand — San  Carlo  Opera  Capacity 

Vogue — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  2nd  wk Average 


VANCOUVER 


Oeorge  Shafer,  who  has  served  Famous 
Players  Canadian  in  Port  Arthur  and 
Medicine  Hat,  has  been  appointed  manager 
of  the  Capitol,  Lethbridge,  Alta.,  under  Alfred 
Shackleford,  district  manager.  Shafer  started 
with  FPC  at  Calgary  . . . Bill  Calladine,  at 
the  Lux  the  past  four  months,  returns  to  the 
Rio  in  Victoria  and  Tommy  Cooke  comes  back 
to  the  Lux  here  from  the  Rio.  Both  are  Odeon 
houses.  The  changes  are  effective  March  5. 

French  film  officials  are  eyeing  the  Cana- 
dian field,  especially  Quebec,  for  the  postwar 
period,  it  has  been  reported  by  a National 
Film  Board  member,  who  recently  returned 
from  Europe.  Hitherto  French  product  did 
not  get  much  in  the  way  of  distribution  in 
the  Dominion  except  in  the  French-Canadian 
sections  . . . Victor  Axmand,  western  super- 
visor of  construction  for  FPC,  left  here  in  a 
hurry  for  Winnipeg  when  labor  troubles  be- 
tween the  independent  One  Big  Union  and 
the  AFL  projectionist  local  299,  closed  all 
FPC  houses  there  for  five  days.  Odeon  was 
not  affected. 

The  Strand  played  the  San  Carlo  Co.  a 
week  to  sellout  business,  returning  to  pic- 
tures Saturday  (24)  ...  The  Odeon,  formerly 
the  Rialto,  reopened  after  an  eight-month 
shuttering  in  Trail  following  a fire  which 
gutted  the  house.  Many  changes  were  made 
including  enlargement  to  seat  800.  The  open- 
ing picture  was  “Hollywood  Canteen.” 

R.  W.  Carruthers  of  Regina  has  taken  over 
management  of  the  Enderby  Community 
Theatre  at  Enderby,  B.  C.,  from  F.  S.  Rouleau, 
who  has  operated  the  show  for  the  Board  of 
Trade  two  years.  Carruthers  recently  was 
discharged  from  the  armed  forces,  where  he 
was  in  charge  of  motion  picture  service  . . . 
Bill  Jones,  manager  of  RKO,  went  to  Seattle 
for  a Ned  Depinet  sales  drive  meeting  . . . 
Reggie  Doddridge,  the  RKO  Calgary  man- 
ager, went  to  Minneapolis  this  year  instead 
of  coming  to  the  coast  as  in  former  years, 
for  the  sales  meeting. 

Something  for  the  film  stars  to  ponder  was 
a poll  question  on  the  Public  Opinion  pro- 
gram at  the  Vogue  Theatre:  “Do  you  think 
a ceiling  should  be  placed  on  Hollywood  mar- 
riages?” Yes,  was  the  answer  of  73.8  per  cent. 

Rod  McArthur  of  Regal  Films,  in  the  navy 
the  last  three  years,  has  been  posted  to  an 
eastern  Canadian  port  . . . Gordon  Monroe  of 
Odeon’s  art  department  was  around  to  see 
his  friends  before  leaving  for  overseas  with 
the  army  . . . Ray  Tailing,  formerly  with  Em- 
pire-Universal, was  released  from  the  air 
corps  after  four  years  overseas.  He  was  in- 
jured in  a plane  crash. 

While  there  was  no  marked  evidence  of  it 
yet,  downtown  theatre  managers  here  believe 
that  one  of  the  results  of  the  recent  transpor- 
tation tieup  was  an  increase  of  the  suburban 
theatregoing  habit.  People  are  not  waiting  in 
line  as  formerly  at  the  main  stem  spots  and 
are  now  catching  their  films  close  to  home, 
circuit  officials  report.  All  suburban  houses 
are  doing  increased  business  a checkup  shows. 

Plenty  of  visitors  were  here  last  week. 
Could  it  be  our  mild  climate?  Teddy  Gould 
of  Regal  (M-G-M),  Sydney  Sampson  of 
20th-Fox,  and  Alfred  Perry  of  Empire-Uni- 
versal, were  here  checking  up  local  offices 
and  saying  “hello”  to  the  circuit  heads  and 
independent  exhibitors.  Business  is  very  good 
all  said. 


Into  "Blonde  From  Brooklyn"  Cast 

Thurston  Hall  and  Mary  Treen  have  been 
added  to  the  cast  of  Columbia’s  “Blonde 
From  Brooklyn.” 
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Big  FPC  Stock  Deal 
Intrigues  the  Trade 

TORONTO — An  element  of  mystery  was  at- 
tached to  the  recent  sale  of  a large  block  of 
common  shares  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  on  the  floor  of  the  Montreal  Stock  Ex- 
change through  Greenshields  & Co.  There 
has  been  quite  a bit  of  film  trade  speculation 
as  to  the  source  of  the  stock  in  the  light  of 
theatre-circuit  rivalry. 

The  transaction,  which  went  through  at 
$27.50  a share,  attracted  attention  because 
it  had  been  a considerable  time  since  any  but 
normally  small  sales  of  FPC  stock  had  been 
recorded  in  the  market.  The  reported  price 
was  lower  than  comparatively  recent  bid- 
and-ask  quotations.  One  story  is  that  the 
shares  were  sold  by  a French  syndicate  but 
there  was  no  explanation  as  to  whether  this 
meant  France  or  French-Canada. 

There  has  been  no  hint  that  Toronto- 
owned  shares  had  been  placed  on  the  market 
although  the  estate  of  the  late  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son  is  being  disposed  of  in  different  ways, 
largely  through  the  sale  of  physical  assets. 
When  N.  L.  Nathanson  was  head  of  FPC,  he 
had  a five-year  contract  which  included  the 
option  of  purchasing  11,000  common  shares 
of  the  company  annually  for  five  years  at 
prices  which  were  understood  to  grade  from 
$15  to  $19  in  succeeding  years.  There  is  no 
public  record  of  the  disposal  of  the  shares 
acquired  by  the  late  executive. 

Meanwhile  there  are  the  continued  rumbles 
of  trade  rumors. 


Naval  Society  Hosts  Film 
Leaders  Aboard  Warship 

TORONTO  — • Film  executives  here  were 
guests  at  a luncheon  given  by  the  Naval  Film 
Society  in  the  wardroom  of  HMCS  York,  at 
which  society  officials  outlined  methods  fol- 
lowed in  providing  screen  entertainment  for 
crews  of  ships  at  sea  and  for  personnel  of 
naval  barracks  across  the  Dominion.  The 
film  men  were  members  of  the  honorary  ad- 
visory board. 

Subsequently  it  was  learned  Ted  Smith, 
veteran  doorman  at  Shea’s,  with  Famous 
Players  Canadian  since  1924,  had  served  25 
years  in  the  British  navy,  much  of  the  time 
aboard  the  Isis.  His  array  of  medals  and 
decorations  shows  he  had  been  a participant 
in  the  South  African  war,  the  Boxer  rebel- 
lion and  the  first  great  war,  with  other  active 
service  in  many  parts  of  the  world  from  1898 
to  1923. 

Among  those  at  the  luncheon  were  L.  M. 
Devaney  of  RKO  who  spoke  in  behalf  of  the 
Canadian  Motion  Picture  Distributors  Ass’n; 
Vice-President  R.  W.  Bolstad  and  Chief 
Booker  Ben  Geldsaler  of  FPC;  Ralph  H. 
Clark,  general  manager  of  Warner  Bros.; 
Harry  A.  Kaufman,  general  manager  of 
Canadian  Monogram;  Walter  Kennedy,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Sovereign  Films;  Dewey 
Bloom,  Regal  Films;  A.  J.  Laurie,  Empire- 
Universal;  Bill  Reid,  20th-Fox;  S.  B.  Taube, 
MPT  A of  Ontario;  Sam  Fine  of  Bloom  & Fine 
Theatres;  Ray  Allen,  Premier  Operating  Co.; 
H.  J.  Allen,  PRC  of  Canada;  J.  Plottel  of 
Warner  Bros.;  Bill  Redpath,  General  Films, 
and  the  press  group  including  Jay  Smith, 
Hye  Bossin,  W.  M.  Gladish  and  Jack  Kerr. 


Portia  White  Chosen 

MONTREAL— Portia  White  of  Halifax, 
Canadian  contralto,  has  been  chosen  by  the 
National  Film  Board  to  appear  in  a film, 
“This  Is  Canada,”  which  will  be  distributed 
throughout  the  United  Nations  by  the  Cana- 
dian government.  Miss  White  has  already 
recorded  her  songs  for  the  film.  She  will 
go  to  Ottawa  on  February  20  to  make  the 
picture. 


ST.  JORN 

/"•oin  operated  motion  pictures  may  be 
'“f  routed  from  St.  John  to  South  America. 
Jackie  Jones,  a local  electrical  contractor  who 
splashed  into  the  coin  machine  field  about 
seven  years  ago,  was  in  South  America  re- 
cently making  a survey  for  postwar  expan- 
sion. His  partner  is  Wilfred  Currie,  Halifax, 
who  joined  with  Jones  as  far  as  New  York. 
Business  at  their  Arcade  in  Halifax  has 
dropped  under  last  year’s  volume. 

Jimmy  Howes,  scoutmaster,  has  been  look- 
ing after  the  art  painting  for  the  Spencer 
circuit  several  years.  George  Enos,  veteran 
projectionist,  recently  named  to  the  Boy 
Scout  troop  committee,  is  a former  scout- 
master of  the  Howes  troop.  Enos  also  is  a 
member  of  the  provincial  censors  board. 

Word  from  Miami  Beach  is  that  Joe 
Franklin  is  “getting  a kick”  out  of  paying  his 
way  into  the  picture  shows.  He  has  been  go- 
ing to  the  theatres  much  more  often  than 
hitherto  when  he  guided  the  offices  of  this 
circuit  here.  He  and  Mrs.  Franklin  have  been 
in  Florida  since  early  December  following 
surgical  treatment  there  earlier.  He  terms 
the  warfare  between  Famous  Players  and 
Odeon  as  “the  battle  of  overseating.”  His  son 
Mitchell  is  carrying  on  the  Franklin  interests 
here.  Mitchell’s  favorite  home  is  at  Tyne- 
mouth Creek,  about  23  miles  east  of  here, 
where  he  has  an  elaborate  lodge. 

Norman  Mason  of  New  Glasgow  and  Pat 
Hanifen  of  Halifax  are  running  nip  and  tuck 
in  the  seniority  race  among  Atlantic  ex- 
hibitors. Mason  is  80  and  Hanifen  79.  Both 
were  professional  actors  on  the  stage  and 
trouped  for  quite  a few  years. 

One  letter  stood  between  a “winter  and 
summer”  theatre  partnership  at  Moncton. 
Fred  Winter  and  Roy  Sumner  have  sold  out 
to  Odeon  after  owning  the  Capitol  and  Em- 
press about  25  years. 


TORONTO 


■paul  Nathanson  returned  here  Monday  from 
Hollywood  where  he  engaged  in  a series  of 
business  conferences  . . . Manager  Fred  Treb- 
ilcock  of  Shea’s  has  been  busy  preparing 
for  Canadian  premieres  of  “For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls”  and  “Song  of  Bernadette,”  the 
first  of  which  is  expected  to  run  until  Easter. 

Harry  Wilson,  manager  of  the  Regent  at 
Brockville,  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
the  Capitol,  Chatham,  where  the  late  A.  P. 
Drohan  had  been  in  charge  for  many  years. 
Jim  Dodsworth,  who  had  been  relieving  at 
the  Chatham  house  several  weeks,  has  re- 
turned to  the  FPC  head  office  here  . . . A1 
Ritchie,  manager  of  the  Alhambra,  who  suf- 
fered a heart  ailment  and  has  been  confined 
to  his  home,  is  expected  to  return  to  his  thea- 
tre March  15. 

J.  E.  Butler  of  the  Imperial  and  Capitol  in 
Moncton,  N.  B.,  was  here  for  a consultation 
with  officials  at  the  Odeon  head  office  . . . 
Premier  Operating  has  made  a change  at  sev- 
eral houses,  including  the  transfer  of  Walter 
Lackenbauer  from  the  Waterloo  at  Waterloo, 
Ont.,  to  manage  the  Mount  Dennis,  a To- 
ronto suburban  house,  in  succession  to  Aub- 
rey Cohen.  Gordon  Ringle,  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Lyric,  Kitchener,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  manager  of  the  Waterloo  house  . . . 
Lawrence  Champagne,  manager  of  the 
Classic,  Cobalt,  and  the  Strand,  Haileybury, 
is  in  the  hospital  with  an  infected  arm  . . . 
S.  O.  James,  formerly  of  the  Premier  Operat- 
ing staff,  Toronto,  has  been  awarded  the 
British  Empire  medal  for  gallantry  while 
serving  with  the  merchant  marine. 


Manager  Saves  Wife 
When  Home  Burns 

VANCOUVER — A dash  through  flames 
belching  from  his  home  in  North  Vancouver 
by  C.  C.  Gentile,  manager  of  the  Lonsdale 
Theatre  there,  saved  the  life  of  Mrs.  Gentile 
who  had  been  asleep  in  her  bedroom.  Gen- 
tile suffered  burns  but  was  released  after 
treatment  at  a hospital.  “We  lost  everything,” 
Gentile  reported.  The  theatre  is  in  the 
Odeon  circuit. 

Ruggles  to  Make  British 
Picture  for  Rank 

MONTREAL — Wesley  Ruggles,  Hollywood 
director  for  the  last  25  years,  stopped  here  on 
his  way  to  England  where  he  will  make  a 
British  musical  film  to  be  known  as  “Lon- 
don Town,”  for  J.  Arthur  Rank.  The  film 
will  star  Sid  Fields,  English  comedian,  who 
has  never  before  faced  a motion  picture  cam- 
era, but  who  is  described  by  Ruggles  as  “a 
sympathetic  type.” 

Ruggles  won  his  Academy  award  many 
years  ago  with  “Cimarron.”  His  latest  Holly- 
wood success  was  “See  Here,  Private  Har- 
grove.” 

He  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  British 
film  industry  has  a very  good  chance  after 
the  war  of  “cutting  itself  a sizeable  slice  of 
the  world  market  for  motion  pictures.” 
Britain,  however,  would  require  to  learn  how 
to  turn  out  pictures  “quickly  and  economically 
in  the  Hollywood  manner.”  Ruggles  re- 
marked that  contrary  to  popular  impression 
Hollywood  does  not  throw  money  away.  Pic- 
tures, he  said,  are  produced  on  a very  tight 
budget,  and  only  after  careful  figuring  of 
costs  and  estimated  returns.  The  British  film 
industry  would  have  to  follow  the  same 
formula  to  achieve  success. 


Big  U.S.  Distribution 

MONTREAL— The  U.S.  Office  of  War  In- 
formation and  the  United  Nations  Relief  and 
Rehabilitation  Administration  are  cooperating 
to  provide  extensive  nontheatrical  distribu- 
tion in  the  U.S.  of  the  Canadian-made  mo- 
tion picture,  “UNRRA — in  the  Wake  of  the 
Armies,”  the  National  Film  Board  announced. 
The  film,  produced  by  the  NFB  and  shown 
theatrically  here  as  one  of  the  Canada  Car- 
ries On  series,  is  expected  to  get  greater 
distribution  in  this  way  than  any  previous 
Canadian  nontheatrical  film  in  the  U.S. 


Masters  Goes  to  Florida 

TORONTO — Haskell  Masters,  former  gen- 
eral manager  of  Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada, 
and  his  wife  have  left  here  for  a vacation 
in  Florida.  Coincident  with  the  departure, 
the  information  was  forthcoming  from  the 
Odeon  head  office  there  was  no  immediate 
necessity  for  the  appointment  of  his  suc- 
cessor. This  gave  support  to  the  belief  that 
changes  in  personnel  might  not  be  disclosed 
until  the  expected  visit  of  Arthur  Rank 
here  in  May. 


A Nostalgic  Arrival 

CALGARY — The  presence  of  Ned  Alvrod, 
veteran  press  agent  of  New  York,  brought 
nostalgic  memories  to  old-time  newspaper 
men  of  other  days.  Ned  arrived  in  advance  of 
the  Blackstone  road  show,  which  is  one  of  a 
group  playing  the  prairies  this  season.  Alvrod 
dropped  into  the  newspaper  offices  in  Cal- 
gary and  Edmonton,  unheralded  and  highly 
welcomed.  He  said  another  veteran,  Bernie 
Head,  travels  as  manager  of  the  magician’s 
show. 
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Women  Theatre  Executives  Are 
Nothing  New  to  Canadians 


By  WILLIAM  McNULTY 

Although  the  wartime  shortage  of  males 
has  Increased  the  number  of  females  in  the 
exhibiting  ranks  in  the  maritime  provinces 
there  were  representatives  of  the  “weaker” 
sex  in  the  trade  long  before  the  second  world 
war  began. 

One  of  the  first  female  exhibitors  any- 
where in  the  world  was  Mrs.  Emma  David- 
son, Moncton,  N.  B.  As  the  business  and 
matrimonial  partner  of  her  husband,  Walter 
Davidson,  she  established  the  Imperial  in 
Moncton  about  35  years  ago.  After  several 
years  of  this  partnership  the  couple  went  solo 
and  Mrs.  Davidson  continued  as  the  owner 
and  manager  of  the  theatre.  She  retained 
this  dual  capacity  until  a comparatively  few 
years  ago  when  ill  health  forced  her  retire- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Frank  Audas,  Amherst,  N.  S„  has  been 
manager  of  the  Capitol  and  Strand  at  Am- 
herst for  the  Spencer  circuit  the  past  20 
years.  She  is  continuing  to  direct  both 
theatres. 

Mrs.  Janie  McLaughlin,  Newcastle,  N.  B., 
has  been  owner-manager  of  the  Opera  House 
the  past  15  years.  This  theatre,  originally 
a stage  show  house,  was  converted  to  films. 

Mrs.  E.  Nesbitt,  Edmundston,  N.  B.,  has 
been  owner  and  manager  of  the  Star  at  Ed- 
mundston the  past  eight  years.  For  many 
years  she  was  a partner  in  this  house  with 
her  husband. 

Mrs.  N.  W.  Mason,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S., 
assisted  her  husband,  N.  W.  Mason,  in  the 
operation  of  the  Academy  and  Roseland  the- 
atres before  their  marriage  about  five  years 
ago.  Since  then  she  has  continued  this  as- 
sistance. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Butler,  Moncton,  is  her  hus- 
band’s chief  aide  in  the  operation  of  the 
Imperial  there.  Before  their  marriage  about 
two  years  ago  she  was  cashier  at  the  Im- 
perial. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Foster,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  is  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Community  in  Yar- 
mouth, of  which  her  husband  is  manager  for 
Franklin  & Herschorn. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Fielding,  Bridgewater,  N.  S., 
is  acting  manager  of  the  Capitol  at  Bridge- 
water  for  her  father-in-law,  A.  A.  Fielding, 
East  Riverside,  N.  B.  Her  husband,  R.  A. 
Fielding,  is  with  the  air  force  in  Quebec. 

Miss  Marguerite  Wheeler,  Halifax,  has  been 
assistant  manager  of  the  Garrick  there  for 
Famous  Players  the  past  three  years.  The 
manager  is  P.  J.  Hanifen.  Prior  to  going 
to  the  Garrick  Miss  Wheeler  was  cashier  at 
the  Capitol. 

Miss  Mary  Hogan,  St.  John,  has  been  as- 
sistant manager  and  cashier  of  the  Mayfair 
the  past  three  years.  This  is  a Franklin 
& Herschorn  house.  She  had  been  at  the 
Mayfair  about  ten  years  as  cashier. 

Miss  Anne  Danson,  Sussex,  N.  B.,  assisted 
her  father,  the  late  Colin  Danson,  for  some 
years  prior  to  his  death  several  months  ago 
and  now  is  manager  of  the  theatre. 

Miss  Flora  Thurston,  St.  John,  has  been 
booker  and  office  manager  of  the  Vitagraph- 
Warner  film  exchange  the  past  15  years,  and 
on  the  staff  about  20  years. 

Miss  Irene  Malloy,  Fairville,  N.  B.,  has  been 
on  the  headquarters  staff  of  the  Spencer  cir- 
cuit at  St.  John  the  past  25  years.  She  is 
in  charge  of  renting  films. 

The  first  Mrs.  L.  R.  Acker  was  assistant 
manager  and  cashier  of  Acker’s  Theatre, 
Halifax,  when  her  husband  opened  that  house 
before  the  first  world  war.  When  she  and 
Acker  were  divorced  and  the  latter  remar- 


ried, his  second  wife  became  assistant  mana- 
ger. 

Miss  Nora  Hogan,  who  has  become  first 
manager  of  the  new  Paramount  in  St.  John’s, 
N.  F.,  is  a member  of  a family  of  exhibitors 
and  distributors.  She  was  formerly  manager 
of  the  Capitol  at  St.  John’s. 

$120,000  Theatre  Projected 
For  Prince  Rupert  Soon 

VANCOUVER — The  plans  for  a new  thea- 
tre to  be  built  at  Prince  Rupert,  B.  C.,  have 
been  completed  here  by  the  architects.  Con- 
struction will  be  started  as  soon  as  priorities 
are  received  from  the  government.  The  the- 
atre will  be  100x60,  seat  800  people,  and  cost 
an  estimated  $80,000  plus  $40,000  additional 
for  equipment.  Prince  Rupert  is  a FPC  closed 
town  and  at  present  has  only  one  theatre, 
the  775-seat  Capitol. 


Not  Prejudging  "Fanny" 

TORONTO — O.  J.  Silverthorne,  chairman 
of  the  Ontario  board  of  moving  picture  cen- 
sors, said  that  the  British  film,  “Fanny  by 
Gaslight,”  has  not  been  submitted  to  the 
board  for  examination.  He  knew  nothing 
about  the  picture  which,  it  has  been  re- 
ported, has  been  frowned  on  in  the  United 
States  by  the  Hays  office.  The  feature, 
naturally,  is  not  being  prejudged  in  Ontario 
or  in  Canada. 


CALGARX 

■pilmrow  was  busy  again  with  most  of  sales- 
^ men  back  after  two  weeks  in  the  north  or 
the  prairies  . . . Herb  Call,  local  manager  of 
Columbia,  was  unfortunate  on  his  trip  north. 
At  Peace  River  his  ears  were  badly  frozen. 
Promptly  attended  to,  the  damage  was  limit- 
ed to  intense  pain  and  scars  which  are  now 
peeling  off  . . . Reg  Doddridge,  RKO;  Ver- 
non Skorey,  20th-Fox  manager;  Frank  Scott, 
20th-Fox  salesman,  returned  from  Minne- 
apolis meetings. 

The  wife  of  Jack  Reid,  United  Artists,  is 
now  at  home  recuperating  after  hospitaliza- 
tion . . . Bill  Kelly  of  Paramount  left  to 
holiday  at  Vancouver. 

A.  W.  Perry,  Canadian  general  manager 
of  Empire-Universal  and  Sidney  Samson, 
general  manager  of  20th-Fox,  were  visitors 
. . . Marcus  Prester  of  Winnipeg  is  playing 
assist  to  the  local  Regal  Films  office. 

How  well  roadshows  at  $3  top  will  go  will 
go  will  be  proven  as  the  season  ends.  ZaSu 
Pitts  had  a sellout  for  a poor  play.  Letdown 
for  her  admirers.  When  a flop  followed,  ad- 
vance booking  sales  stopped  on  the  next  show. 
The  San  Carlo  Opera  was  the  only  exception. 
Gallo’s  reputation  brought  bigger  bookings 
by  mail  from  city  and  country  than  ever. 

The  few  stage  visitors  have  proven  no 
strong  rival  to  the  films.  If  anything  they 
have  stimulated  interest  in  the  theatre  and 
show  business.  Only  handicap  to  the  film 
seem  to  come  from  the  producers.  People 
are  demanding  better  pictures  with  more 
realism  or  well  written  fiction.  A tin  can 
may  contain  much  more  talent  and  enter- 
tainment than  can  be  conveyed  by  rail.  This 
the  film  fans  now  understand  and  demand. 


MONTREAL 


The  Montreal  office  of  RKO,  managed  by 
Hatton  Taylor,  was  in  the  lead  in  the 
fourth  week  of  the  annual  sales  drive  . . . 
Raymond  Gouge  of  the  Cartier  and  Rialto, 
Quebec,  was  a Filmrow  visitor  . . . J.  Cher- 
noff,  Toronto,  formerly  with  PRC,  has  taken 
over  the  management  of  Alliance  Films  for 
Quebec,  the  maritime  provinces  and  New- 
foundland, with  headquarters  in  Montreal 
. . . Eddie  Wells,  secretary  of  the  National 
Film  Board,  arrived  here  by  plane  from  St. 
John  on  a tour  of  film  board  branches. 

The  Seville,  a United  Amusement  Corp. 
theatre,  has  done  brisk  business  with  two 
special  repeat  features:  “The  Man  Who  Came 
to  Dinner”  and  “In  This  Our  Life”  . . . Jim 
Nairn,  publicity  manager  for  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian,  visited  Associated  Screen  News 
studio  to  inspect  the  shots  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  25th  FPC  anniversary  when 
executives  traveled  across  Canada  to  Van- 
couver. Nairn  was  met  here  by  Morris  Stein, 
FPC  executive,  and  they  traveled  back  to  To- 
ronto together. 

“Lake  Placid  Serenade”  drew  the  young 
skating  crowd  to  the  Strand  . . . The  Laval 
cashed  in  on  Deanna  Durbin’s  vogue  up- 
town by  showing  “Christmas  Holiday”  ...  A 
revival  of  “Northwest  Mounted”  was  a popu- 
lar feature  at  the  System. 

The  theatre  at  Domaine  d’Esterel,  famed 
winter  resort  in  the  Laurentians,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  which  also  wiped  out  the 
resort’s  entire  commercial  district  . . . The 
Italian  community  here  is  looking  forward 
to  showing  here  of  the  first  Italian  film 
since  the  liberation  of  Rome.  It  is  “Open 
City,”  a film  telling  of  life  there  under  the 
Fascist  regime. 

Girls  and  music  are  away  ahead  of  war 
lilms  in  attracting  sailors,  Capt.  Eric  Brand 
of  the  Canadian  Naval  Film  Society,  de- 
clares . . . Canada’s  “Meet  the  Navy”  has  had 
a wonderful  reception  and  a wonderful  press 
in  London.  “I  can  hardly  remember  more 
enthusiasm  than  characterized  its  opening 
night  at  the  Hippodrome,”  cables  a London 
correspondent. 

Television  to  Cover  All 
Britain  After  the  War 

MONTREAL — Television  in  Britain  will 
cover  the  entire  country  after  the  war  as 
a direct  result  of  the  development  of  radio- 
location by  the  “Back  Room  Boys  of  Radio” 
in  50  laboratories  of  leading  manufacturers. 

This  was  announced  in  the  London  Daily 
Mail  by  F.  B.  Duncan,  the  chairman  at  the 
inauguration  of  the  Radio  Industries  Council, 
which  coordinates  trade  association  of  all 
types  of  radio  apparatus.  The  council,  he 
said,  had  asked  the  television  committee  for 
the  immediate  restarting  of  television  as  soon 
as  the  German  war  ends,  not  only  from  a 
station  in  London  but  from  a network  of 
radio  links  all  over  the  country. 

“The  industry  aims  to  provide  good  tele- 
vision sets  for  the  largest  possible  public,”  he 
related.  “The  joy  and  pleasure  that  will  be 
brought  into  millions  of  homes  by  television 
is  so  great  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  over- 
estimate. It  will,  one  day,  be  just  as  un- 
thinkable to  be  without  television  in  a home 
as  it  would  be  today  without  a window.” 

Television  sets,  incorporating  wartime  ex- 
perience, would  not  at  first  be  sold  at  any 
lower  prices  than  in  1939,  about  $120,  but 
there  would  be  a “downward  curve.” 

“Scientific  principles  used  in  prewar  tele- 
vision, applied  by  the  services  to  war  needs, 
made  radiolocation  possible,”  said  Duncan. 
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WHY  there  are  more  feet 

in  a square  yard  of  MOHAWK  CARPET 


We  are,  of  course,  speaking  not  of 
linear  feet  but  of  future  feet.  Mohawk’s 
balanced  construction  gives  carpets 
long,  long  wear— and  this  means  that  a 
Mohawk  can  take  many  more  feet  per 
square  yard  than  an  ordinary  carpet. 

The  five  highly  important  basic  points 
which  make  up  Mohawk’s  exclusive 


balanced  construction  should  help  you 
make  up  your  mind  about  a Mohawk. 
The  extra  foot  traffic  you  get  per  square 
foot  of  carpet  investment  should  make 
you  anxious  to  meet  the  nearest  Mohawk 
Contract  Dealer.  See  him  and  he’ll  put 
you  on  the  Mohawk  Trail  that  leads  to 
more  carpet  for  your  money. 


THIS  IS  THE  MOHAWK  " FIVE  POINT"  STAR  OF 
BALANCED  CONSTRUCTION 

1*  Wool  Blend 
2+*  Pitch 

3 ★★★  Rows  per  inch 
4 ★★★★  Yarn  size 
5+++++  Pile  Height 


„ rTlON  f°R  L0NGER  W£*R 

Glanced  CONSTRUC  
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For  49  Years  No  Compromise 


At  no  time  since  the  first  Motiograph  Pro- 
jector was  produced  in  1896,  has  there 
been  any  compromise  on  quality.  Nor  will 
there  be  any  relaxation  on  craftsmanship 
when  the  present  thrice-expanded  Motio- 
graph facilities  are  entirely  devoted  to 
projector  manufacture  rather  than  war  pro- 
duction. 

Superb  performance,  long  life,  and  low 
maintenance  cost,  accordingly,  have  made 
Motiograph  the  outstanding  name  in  pro- 
jection. 

Although  it  is  impossible  to  produce 
enough  Motiograph  Projectors  and  Mirro- 


phonic  Sound  Systems  to  meet  current 
demands,  we  are  taking  care  of  those  most 
in  need  of  equipment. 

Models  of  Motiograph-Mirrophonic 
Sound  Systems,  each  guaranteeing  the  ut- 
most in  lifelike  reproduction,  are  available 
for  every  requirement. 

Your  Motiograph  Dealer  will  be  glad 
to  tell  you  all  about  this  equipment,  or  you 
may  obtain  literature  describing  the  pro- 
jector and  circular  L72  on  Mirrophonic 
Sound  Systems  by  writing 


4431  West  Lake  Street  * Chicago  24,  III. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


YOUR  COUNTRY  NEEDS  MORE  COPPER  FOR 
AMMUNITION. 


In  the  photograph  are  drops  of  copper  from  pro- 
jector carbons,  collected  from  the  bottom  of  a lamp 
housing.  Such  collections  help  make  possible  .50 
caliber  machine  gun  cartridges  . . . which  can  down 
a Jap  Zero,  or  save  a Superfortress  for  another 
bomb  run  across  Tokyo. 

When  you  think  of  it  this  way  you  realize  the 
importance  of  collecting  the  copper  from  your  pro- 
jector lamps  and  stripping  copper  from  old  carbon 
stubs  . . . and  turning  it  all  back  inso  war  produc- 
tion channels. 

This  you  can  do,  through  your  local  salvage  com- 
mittees or  through  your  distributor. 

Meanwhile,  conserve  still  more  copper  by  oper- 
ating your  "National”  projector  carbons  under  the 
recommended  conditions  for  maximum  efficiency. 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 

rrm 

General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 
Division  Sales  Offices:  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Dallas,  Kansas  City, 
New  York,  Pittsburgh,  San  Francisco 


Keep  your  eye  on  the  Infantry . . . 

the  Doughboy  does  it! 


The  word  "National”  is  a registered  trade-mark  of 
National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  3,  1945 


First  Choice 

of  the 

Majority 

Projection  Lamps 
by  STRONG 


As  the  only  projection  lamps  manu- 
factured complete  within  one  fac- 
tory, they  can  be  so  engineered 
as  to  guarantee  the  best  screen 
lighting. 

Strong  High  Intensity  Lamps  de- 
liver double  the  light  of  the  low 
intensity  at  an  increased  combined 
current  and  carbon  cost  of  less 
than  2c  per  hour. 

THE  STRONG  ELECTRIC  CORPORATION 

87  CITY  PARK  AVENUE 
TOLEDO  2,  OHIO 

• 

The  World's  Largest 
Manufacturer  of  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
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Why  Continue  to  Mess  /t round 
With  Mr.  In  Between 


A bit  embarrassing,  if  not  actually  disturbing  to  many  of  us  in  theatre 
business,  was  that  prewar  survey  conducted  in  1940  which  showed  that  only 
1,942  of  our  17-odd  thousand  motion  picture  theatres  were  completely  air 
conditioned  for  the  year-round  comfort  of  the  patrons. 

Had  we  not  prided  ourselves  on  the  great  strides  we  have  made  during 
the  past  quarter  century  in  making  most  of  our  houses  havens  of  relief  from 
hot  weather  for  millions  of  moviegoers?  Indeed,  had  we  not  openly  boasted 
among  ourselves  about  what  air  conditioning  has  done  for  our  boxoffices, 
which  formerly  had  to  fold  up  or  go  “air  dome"  for  the  duration  of  summer? 

On  the  record  (the  survey)  it  would  seem  that  our  pride  has  been  some- 
what presumptive  and  our  boasting  a bit  idle,  unless  we're  still  naive  enough 
to  suspect  that  we  can  go  on  kidding  the  public  forever. 

Summer  cooling  is  NOT  air  conditioning.  Cooling  for  human  comfort  is 
but  one  of  the  five  important  functions  of  a complete  theatre  air  conditioning 
system  and  if  we'd  be  entirely  frank  about  it  with  the  public,  we'll  stop  ex- 
ploiting it  by  any  other  name  than  summer  cooling — until  we  add  the  other 
four-fifths  of  the  necessary  ingrediency. 


In  the  perfunctory  springtime  promotion  of  part-time  air  conditioning 
evidently  the  majority  of  our  theatre  owners  have  been  messing  too  much 
and  too  long  with  Mr.  In  Between.  On  both  sides  of  the  hot  weather  period — 
fall,  winter  and  spring — the  comfort  and  good  health  of  theatre  patrons  has 
been  a matter  of  passive  concern. 

It  is  time  now  to  accentuate  the  positive.  The  positive  fact  is  that  all- 
season  air  conditioning  will  be  a postwar  essential  for  the  successful  (and 
w©  mean  profitable)  operation  of  every  business  that  caters  to  the  public.  Will 
theatre  operators  further  persist  in  the  negative  or  in-between  attitude?  We 
think  they  dare  not  if  they  plan  to  survive. 


The  motion  picture  theatre  in  every  community  should  be  the  first  public 
enterprise  to  (1)  provide  complete  air  conditioning  for  human  comfort  and 
(2)  exploit  it  for  all  it's  worth  at  the  boxoffice. 


How  much  will  it  be  worth?  Comfort  is  the  distinguishing  mark  of  every 
theatre,  large  and  small.  The  public  will  discriminate  sharply  on  that  very 
point  once  the  war  ends  and  restrictions  on  the  common  pleasures  of  life 
are  removed. 


Check  your  postwar  improvement  plans  carefully. 
What  will  it  be — year  round  air  conditioning  or — some 
more  of  Mr.  In  Between? 
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MODELING  OF  OUR  NEW  HOUSES 


ITTING  the  theatre  to  its  locale  and 
potential  patronage  is  a psychological  bit 
of  tailoring  that  must  not  be  minimized  if 
the  house  is  to  prosper.  The  theatre  which 
is  a misfit  in  this  respect  can  prove  to  be 
one  of  the  costliest  items  not  only  to  its 
operators  but  to  the  industry  as  well. 

How  often  we  have  seen  misfits  in  the 
past — palatial  theatres  erected  in  decay- 
ing locations,  ultra-moderns  in  ultra-con- 
servative communities,  too-small  and  passe 
designs  in  up-and-coming  neighborhoods. 
The  tragedy  of  these  misfits  is  often  real- 
ized too  late  and  they  become  a hobble  on 
their  owners  and  the  communities  as  well. 

Obviously,  the  avoidance  of  misfits  in 
theatre  design  is  a problem  of  the  owners 
and  architects  as  well.  No  owner  would 
willingly  build  a misfit  were  he  advised  cor- 
rectly by  his  architect.  Yet,  often  the 
architect  is  faced  with  prejudice  on  the 
part  of  the  builder,  coupled  with  the  build- 
er’s desire  to  copy  someone’s  successful 
theatre  which  might  not  be  adaptable  to 
his  situation  in  any  respect. 

Psychologically  Speaking 

One  of  the  very  first  considerations  in 
the  building  of  a theatre  should  be  an 
analysis  of  what  makes  a house  fitting  and 
proper  to  a given  location.  The  architect 
is  trained  and  experienced  in  this  psycho- 
logical aspect  and  he  should  be  consulted 
immediately. 

In  the  case  of  the  theatre  builder,  we 
have  two  distinct  types.  A builder  either 
has  a location  already  picked  and  wants  to 
erect  a house  on  that  particular  spot;  or 
he  has  the  type  of  house  he  wants  firmly 


by  HELEN  KENT 


in  mind  and  wants  to  find  the  ideal  loca- 
tion for  it. 

The  first  type,  undoubtedly,  is  more  in 
need  of  help  and  more  apt  to  go  wrong  in 
his  calculations  than  the  latter.  Let  us 
imagine,  for  example,  that  our  theatre 
builder  has  a plot  of  ground  in  an  up-and- 
coming  neighborhood  that  may  be  expected 
to  grow  after  the  war.  Yet  that  neighbor- 
hood might  have  little  peculiarities  of 
which  even  he  might  not  know. 

So  it’s  the  business  of  the  architect  to 
ferret  out  these  little  peculiarities  and  de- 
sign for  them  in  his  plans.  He  might  dis- 
cover that  the  homes  in  the  neighborhood 
are  predominantly  new  and  modern,  or 
vice  versa.  Or  the  community  might  be 
largely  of  a certain  foreign  extraction 
which  would  be  flattered  and  more  in- 
terested in  design  which  had  a native  fla- 
vor. The  seating  capacity  potential  also 
can  be  determined  by  the  architect’s  an- 
alysis. And  a house  to  fit  the  spot  will 
result. 

The  second  type  of  builder,  with  ideas 
firmly  in  mind,  would  be  wise  to  consult 
an  architect  before  setting  his  dream- 
house  down  on  any  plot  of  ground.  If  the 
prospective  builder  is  not  extremely  wary, 
he  can  be  misinformed  about  potentialities 
and  acceptability  of  his  swell  new  theatre 
in  many  locations  which  he  might  have 
his  eye  on. 

Blind  Planning  Unwise 

As  an  example,  let  us  ponder  on  the 
man  who  has  his  mind  set  on  building 
one  of  those  multiple-enterprises  he’s 
heard  so  much  about.  Maybe  he  has  cer- 


lndicative  of  good  custom  tailoring  is  the  Kent 
Theatre  in  Montreal,  wherein  a metropolitan 
patronage  is  appealed  to  through  a brilliantly 
modern  exterior,  a continental-type  lobby  and  a 
simply  conceived  auditorium  wherein  comiort. 
acoustical  correctness  and  unique  decoration 
are  predominant  points.  (Photos  courtesy  Archi- 
tect Henry  E.  Greenspoon.) 


tain  new  ideas  of  his  own  which  he  wants 
to  incorporate.  If  he’s  wise,  he  won’t  let 
his  project  get  beyond  the  idea  stage  with- 
out consulting  an  architect. 

In  the  first  place,  such  a project  demands 
more  thought,  study  and  correlation  than 
might  appear  on  the  surface.  This  is  one 
case  where  the  location  must  be  hand- 
picked and  ready  for  such  versatile  pro- 
visions as  a multiple-enterprise  entails. 
Even  before  the  architect  draws  his 
sketches,  the  location  and  all  of  its  sur- 
loundings  should  be  selected  with  the  pur- 
pose in  mind  of  having  the  project  fit  per- 
fectly into  the  community  scheme. 

Nor  is  the  multiple-enterprise  project 
the  only  one  to  which  this  rule  applies. 
Equally  serious  is  the  effect  of  locale  and 
patronage  foibles  upon  even  the  smallest 
theatres.  A theatre  simply  can’t  be  set 
down  in  just  any  surroundings — no  matter 
how  perfect  the  house — and  be  expected  to 
go  it  alone  despite  the  nature  of  its  en- 
vironment. Hence  analysis  of  any  location 
before  building  starts  is  the  only  answer 
to  the  problem. 

This  problem,  by  the  way,  is  one  which 
has  been  with  us  always.  It  is  not  peculiar 
to  the  postwar  theatre  building  program. 
Because  of  an  increase  in  the  present  utili- 
zation of  architectural  service  over  the 
past,  fewer  misfits  are  to  be  expected  in 
the  future;  and  even  during  the  past  dec- 
ade the  number  of  mistakes  in  theatre  lo- 
cation was  lessening. 

Architectural  Examples 


Just  prior  to  the  war,  a number  of  thea- 
tres were  built  which  ideally  illustrate 
this  thesis.  They  have  been  selected  as 
examples  because  they  are  rather  out- 
standing instances  of  fitting  the  theatre 
to  its  location.  Widely  divergent,  in  both 
location  and  type,  they  show  the  influence 
of  architectural  planning  toward  the  goal 
of  pleasing  the  utmost  patrons. 


In  Montreal,  Canada’s  foremost  city,  are 
two  theatres  completed  just  prior  to  the 
war  and  fitted  to  their 
localities  by  the  archi- 
tect, Henry  E.  Green- 
spoon,  with  the  same 
painstaking  care  that 
a jeweler  utilizes  in 
placing  a fine  gem  in 
the  perfect  setting. 
These  are  both  small 
theatres,  done  in  the 
modern  manner  to 
compliment  the  resi- 
dents of  this  metropol- 
itan city. 


H.  E.  Greenspoon 
Architect 


The  Kent  Theatre 
on  Sherbrooke  Street 
West  is  a stunning  example  of  the  best 
modern  design,  both  exterior  and  interior. 
It  also  contains  the  interesting  soda  bar 
lounge  described  in  last  issue.  If  for  no 
other  reason,  this  added  attraction  would 
indicate  that  this  theatre’s  potential  pa- 
tronage and  locale  had  been  analyzed 
thoroughly. 


The  interior  of  the  Kent  Theatre  is 
noteworthy  also  because  of  studied  decora- 
tion which  appeals  to  a sophisticated  pa- 
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tronage.  The  inside  lobby  and  lounge,  an 
interestingly  contoured  room,  has  walls 
effectively  treated  with  South  Sea  murals 
and  smart  furnishings  set  apart  behind  a 
half-partition.  Simple,  modern  treatment 
characterizes  the  auditorium,  in  which 
acoustical  engineers  achieved  a high  degree 
of  perfection. 

Equally  impressive  and  showing  much 
the  same  treatment  to  compliment  a simi- 
lar patronage,  the  Villeray  Theatre  oh  St. 
Denis  Street  is  as  modern  as  they  come 
nowadays.  As  in  the  other  house,  much 
glass  and  plastic  serve  throughout  to 
achieve  modern  effects.  The  interior  of 
the  Villeray  also  is  simple,  with  murals  of 
an  Oriental  flavor  and  smart  furnishings 
used  as  the  dominant  decorative  motive. 
The  auditorium  of  this  house  also  was 
treated  with  acoustical  perfection  as  the 
main  element,  yet  the  achievement  of  such 
perfection  also  provided  an  unusually  ef- 
fective decorative  scheme. 

That  Foreign  Flavor 

Almost  directly  opposite  to  these  Cana- 
dian theatres  in  a great  many  respects  is 
the  third  example,  for  a study  of  which 
we  span  the  continent  for  a look-see  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas.  In  this  progressive 
southern  city,  El  Nacional  Theatre  was 
designed  by  Architect  N.  Straus  Nayfach 
and  erected  in  1940  to  fit  a unique  locale 
and  patronage. 

El  Nacional  is  distinctly  Latin-American 
in  flavor  yet  outstandingly  modern  in  con- 
ception, a combination  of  qualities  de- 
signed to  appeal  to  and  win  the  patronage 
of  San  Antonio’s  large  Latin-American 
population.  It  is  a large  house,  seating  ap- 
proximately 2,000,  showing  Mexican  and 


work  was  used  inside  the  house,  for  stair- 
ways and  so  forth.  Colorful  decorative  the 
picture  panels  and  a vari-colored  neon 
lighted  glass  brick  standee  rail  are  other 
interesting  features  of  the  unique  house. 

The  auditorium  is  traditional  Spanish 
in  form  and  finish,  yet  modernity  governs 
the  smart  application  of  acoustic  perfec- 
tion in  the  material  of  which  the  walls  and 
ceiling  surface  were  constructed.  The 
grilled  balcony  effects  at  either  side  of  the 
proscenium  are  a Spanish  influence  also. 

Mr.  Nayfach  reports  that  he  now  is  com- 
pleting plans  for  another  large  Latin- 
American  theatre  to  be  constructed  after 
the  war  in  San  Antonio.  His  ability  to  fit 
the  theatre  to  the  patronage  undoubtedly 
is  responsible  for  this  increase  in  popular- 
ity of  motion  pictures  among  the  Latin- 
Americans.  However,  architects  are  ver- 
satile and  just  as  successful  in  placing 
theatres  in  the  right  setting  no  matter 
what  the  governing  factors. 

Every  theatre,  no  matter  how  small  or 
simple,  presents  its  own  distinct  problems 
in  many  respects.  Each  one  has  this  pe- 
culiar problem  of  adaptability  to  a given 
site.  A theatre  builder  may  know  show 
business  from  A to  Z,  yet  we  believe  it 
would  be  to  his  complete  advantage  to 
leave  the  analysis  of  this  problem  of  fit- 
ness to  both  location  and  patronage  in  the 
hands  of  an  experienced  architect.  And 
please,  let  us  have  no  more  misfits. 


Avoid  Costly  Leaks 

in  Air  Conditioning 

Leaks  in  air  conditioning,  refrigerating 
and  heating  equipment,  as  in  everything 
else,  mean  waste.  To  save,  prevent  leaks 
when  possible  by  proper  care,  and  repair 
leaks  promptly.  Leaks  in  water  line  are 
detected  by  drips,  and  usually  can  be  re- 
paired by  an  unskilled  mechanic.  Leaks  in 
steam  lines  may  be  detected  by  the  presence 
of  moisture  and  usually  can  be  repaired 
also  by  an  unskilled  mechanic. 


The  Villeray  Theatre,  also  in  Montreal  and  de- 
signed by  Henry  E.  Greenspoon,  is  of  similar 
treatment  to  appeal  to  the  urban  taste.  Modern 
in  respect  to  both  design  and  materials  used  in 
construction,  this  house  is  noteworthy  for  a 
smart  front,  an  inviting  foyer  in  which  Oriental 
murals,  mirrors  and  modern  lighting  combine, 
and  the  distinctive  auditorium.  (Photos  courtesy 
Henry  E.  Greenspoon.) 


To  appeal  to  a distinctly  different  type  of  pa- 
tr.onage  and  locale,  El  Nacional  Theatre  in  the 
Latin-American  sector  of  San  Antonio  is  the  per- 
fect example  of  architectural  insight.  The  ex- 
terior and  interior  of  this  house  are  Spanish- 
Modern,  a striking  combination  of  the  best  of 
each  style.  Particularly  pleasing  to  the  pa- 
trons of  this  house  are  the  Spanish  effects  gained 
through  the  use  of  much  wrought  iron,  colorful 
tiles  and  as  well  the  modern  efficiency.  (Photos 
courtesy  Architect  N.  Straus  Nayfach.) 


other  Spanish  language  pictures  as  well 
as  American  product. 


Throughout  the  house,  Modern  Spanish 
is  the  architectural  style  and  decorative 
theme.  The  exterior  of  the  building  is 
traditional  Spanish  architecture,  yet  it 
is  spiced  with  the  very  latest  display 
media  to  achieve  a 
brilliant  modern  ap- 
pearance. Strip  fluor- 
escent and  neon 
lighting  make  the 
marquee,  signs  and 
outer  lobby  extreme- 
ly inviting. 

Inside  the  house, 
which  is  as  modern 
in  respect  to  furnish- 
ings and  equipment 
as  1940  could  make 
it,  Mr.  Nayfach  util-  N-  Straus  Naylach 

ized  distinctive  Span- 
ish design  motives  to  appeal  to  the  pa- 
tronage. The  boxoffice  and  wainscoting 
of  the  outer  lobby,  for  instance,  are  com- 
posed of  bright  colorful  titles  which  are 
so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  Latin-Americans. 
A great  deal  of  ornamental  iron  scroll 
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YEAR-ROUND  ADDED  FEATURE 


by  C.  L.  STAPLES* 


The  fact  that  some  thousands  of  poten- 
tial patrons  have  kept  away  because  their 
particular  theatre  was  too  cold  is  not  an 
indictment  of  the  right  kind  of  air  condi- 
tioning. Favorable  boxoffice  experience 
with  good  air  conditioning,  and  unfavorable 
experience  with  poor,  alike  testify  to  the 
importance  of  the  subject. 

Truth  in  Advertising 

While  continuing  to  advertise  air  condi- 
tioning as  vital,  theatre  management  will 
obviously  be  wise  to  drop  such  slogans  as 
“Always  68  Degrees  Cold”  and  “20  Degrees 
Colder  Inside.”  For  such  temperatures,  if 
actually  maintained,  would  result  in  un- 
comfortable and  dissatisfied  patrons. 

Air  conditioning  has  truly  accomplished 
its  function  when  the  patron  is  unconscious 
of  temperature  and  humidity  conditions. 
Then  he  will  concentrate  on  the  picture. 
His  sense  of  well  being  will  be  increased 
without  his  realizing  it,  and  the  net  result 
will  be  the  memory  of  an  evening  pleasur- 
ably spent.  The  theatre’s  indoor  climate, 
as  provided  by  the  air  conditioning  sys- 
tem, must  be  unobstrusive. 

It  is  a fact  that  few  motion  picture  the- 
atres now  have  the  kind  of  installation  that 
will  provide  the  desired  indoor  climate — 
and  that  is  the  point  of  this  article.  In 
many  cases  the  wrong  equipment  has  been 
installed,  or  satisfactory  equipment  has 
been  wrongly  installed.  Or,  the  system  has 
grown  gadget-by-gadget  without  much  ref- 
erence to  the  comfort  of  patrons  or  the 
equipment  previously  in  place. 

If — as  everyone  agrees — postwar  com- 
petition will  demand  better  theatre  climate, 
then  thought  must  be  given  now  to  the 
means  which  will  provide  it.  If  the  present 
system  is  deficient  in  the  light  of  probable 
postwar  needs,  there  is  no  better  time  to 
get  the  necessary  changes  on  the  drawing 
board  of  the  contractor  who  will  do  the 
work.  Only  in  this  way  can  you  be  sure 
that  your  job  will  go  forward  ahead  of  the 
rush  of  other  postwar  projects. 


Primary  Concern 

The  theatre  owner’s  first  concern  must 
be  to  determine  the  design  conditions — de- 
cide what  he  wants  the  air  conditioning  to 
accomplish.  Since  air  conditioning  still  is 
a highly  specialized  applied  science,  he  will 
wisely  consult  with  and  follow  the  advice 
of  qualified  men  fitted  for  the  task  by  pre- 
vious experience. 

The  reputable  and  well-established  local 
air  conditioning  contractor  (he  may  be  a 
heating  and  plumbing  contractor  as  well) 
is  the  first  man  to  consult  when  air  condi- 
tioning is  thought  of  in  connection  with  a 
medium  sized  or  small  theatre.  In  the  case 
of  large  theatres,  qualified  engineers — 
either  independent  consulting  engineers  or 
engineers  associated  with  manufacturers — 
are  availabe  for  advice.  In  case  of  new 
structures  or  considerable  revisions  to  old 
structures,  the  services  of  a qualified  archi- 
tect also  may  be  invaluable. 

In  any  case,  the  contractor,  the  contrac- 
tor’s engineer  or  the  consulting  engineer 
will  need  to  have  as  complete  a picture  of 
the  motion  picture  theatre’s  operations  as 
possible.  He  will  need  to  know,  for  ex- 
ample, how  many  people  are  to  be  accom- 
modated in  a given  space  and  during  which 
hours  and  for  how  long.  He  will  need  to 
know  the  heating  and  cooling  require- 
ments of  all  parts  of  the  building — in- 
cluding such  rooms  as  cocktail  lounges 
and  bowling  alleys,  if  such  are  to  be  in- 
cluded. 

Survey  Important 

The  contractor  or  engineer  will  then  be 
in  position  to  survey  the  structure  for 
heat  loss  and  heat  gain,  and  to  survey  the 
heating  and  air  conditioning  system  to  see 
which  parts  are  to  be  retained.  Next,  he 
can  recommend  the  type  of  system  to  be 
installed  and  estimate  its  cost.  Finally,  if 
a contractor,  he  can  accept  the  contract; 
do  the  work,  and  guarantee  the  job. 

To  the  general  public  “air  conditioning” 
means  cooling.  But  it  is  important  for  the 
theatre  owner  to  remember  that  cooling 
is  only  one  function  of  air  conditioning, 
which  also  includes  the  functions  of  heat- 
ing, circulating  by  mechanical  means, 
humidifying  and/or  dehumidifying,  and 
filtering.  Since  these  latter  four  functions 
are  operative  a far  greater  proportion  of 
the  time  than  cooling,  it  is  obvious  that  due 
attention  must  be  given  to  them. 

To  provide  the  five  basic  functions  men- 
tioned above,  the  air  conditioning  contrac- 
tor selects  from  hundreds  of  different  types 
and  sizes  of  equipment  which  must  be 
properly  specified  and  carefully  assembled 
to  achieve  the  net  result  of  comfortable 
and  unobstrusive  indoor  climate. 

Media  Involved 

Among  the  products  which  may  be  in- 

•Managing  Editor,  DOMESTIC  ENGINEERING  PUB- 
LICATIONS, Chicago. 


In  this  factual  editorial  Mr.  Sta- 
ples has  given  our  readers  the 
benefit  of  his  close-up  study  of  air 
conditioning  as  it  affects  the  best 
interests  of  theatre  operations.  Re- 
ciprocating, in  the  current  issue  of 
his  publication,  DOMESTIC  ENGI- 
NEERING, your  editor  has  present- 
ed the  case  for  theatre  manage- 
ment, emphasizing  the  need  for 
closer  cooperation  and  better  un- 
derstanding of  requirements  be- 
tween the  two  great  interdepend- 
ent industries. 

volved  are  such  items  as  boilers,  blowers, 
air  compressors,  coils,  ducts  and  fittings, 
air  filters,  fans,  refrigerating  compressors, 
condensers,  controls  of  various  kinds,  mo- 
tors, radiators  and  convectors,  spray  noz- 
zles, drives  and  belts  and  bearings,  pipe 
and  fittings,  insulation  for  pipes  and  ducts, 
cooling  towers,  pumps,  refrigerants,  tanks, 
thermostats,  valves,  air  washers,  and  so 
forth  and  so  on. 

Also  to  be  considered  are  such  factors  as 
available  fuels,  temperature  of  water,  size 
of  rooms,  design  of  the  building  including 
obstructions  and  openings,  and  a multi- 
plicity of  other  details  which  will  have  a 
bearing  on  original  cost,  operating  cost  and 
patron  satisfaction. 

Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  air  condi- 
tioning problem  is  not  one  to  be  handled 
by  the  theatre  owner  as  a hobby,  nor  to 
be  entrusted  to  unqualified  persons.  Air 
conditioning  is  too  important  in  terms  of 
boxoffice  receipts  to  justify  anything  but 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


Frontispiece 

Air  Conditioning  is  one  of  our  in- 
dustry’s constant  and  most  exploitable 
boxoffice  attractions.  The  human  lust 
for  comfort  is  well-defined  as  that 
stealthy  something  that  enters  the 
house  a guest,  then  becomes  a host  and 
finally  remains  as  a master  of  cere- 
monies . . . Our  cover  plate  suggests 
a form  of  “showmandising”  too  infre- 
quently employed  by  theatre  manage- 
ment in  those  modern  theatres  already 
equipped  for  year  ’round  temperature 
control — the  concluding  sentence  of  a 
trailer  film  illustrating  and  defining 
the  various  steps  taken  by  theatre 
management  to  insure  the  comfort  and 
guard  the  health  of  patrons  through- 
out all  seasons  of  the  year  ...  A more 
cordial  invitation  to  come  again,  and 
again,  and  again  could  hardly  be  ex- 
tended. 


c 

O 


O N DITIONED 
AIR  has  long  been  a 
commodity,  sold  along 
with  the  main  feature. 

Motion  picture  the- 
atres have  been  far 
and  away  the  largest 
users  of  air  condition- 
ing equipment;  there 
were  1,942  theatre  in- 
stallations of  record, 
as  of  1940,  utilizing 
167,280  horsepower. 

Innumerable  patrons  have  attended  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  to  get  relief  from  the 
heat;  for  this  reason,  air  conditioning  has 
and  will  continue  to  be  valuable  sales  pro- 
motion. 
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Sketch  from  the  notebook  ofWestover  & Wolff,  Inc.,  G-E's  Albany, 
N.Y.,  distributor,  showing  elements  of  air  conditioning  system  in- 
stalled by  them  in  1 940 for  the  1 400-seat  Proctor's  Theatre,  T roy,  N.  Y. 


Make  this  page  from  the  past 
part  of  your  plan  for  the  future 


Maybe  you  weren’t  among  the  lucky  ones  who  hung  a 
sign  " Air  Conditioned  by  G-E”  before  the  curtain  of 
war  came  down  on  "comfort”  installations  for  the 
duration.  We’re  not  prophets,  we  don’t  know  how  long 
it  will  be  before  you  can  hang  the  sign.  But  you  can 
start  planning  now. 

After  victory  there  will  he  a waiting  line,  for  no 
group  better  realizes  the  box  office  pull  of  air  condi- 
tioning than  you  of  the  theatre.  It  costs  nothing  to 
plan  now  hut,  if  you  do,  you’ll  profit  sooner. 

If  yours  is  an  old  theatre,  your  G-E  distributor  can 


probably  show  you  shortcuts  such  as  were  possible  in 
Proctor’s  Theatre  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  economies  re- 
sulted through  ingenious  use  of  existing  ventilating 
system  (as  indicated  by  the  sketch  above).  Whatever 
your  special  problems,  you  can  count  on  his  experi- 
ence to  provide  a practical  solution.  For  his  name, 
write  today  to:  General  Electric  Co.,  Air  Conditioning 
and  Commercial  Refrigeration  Divisions,  Section  5583, 
Bloomfield,  N.  J. 


/iai  wp 

GENERAL  H ELECTRIC 


Tune  in:  “The  G-E  HOUSE  PARTY,"  every  afternoon  Monday  through  Friday,  4 p.  m.,  EWT,  C BS.  . .“The  G-E  ALL-GIRL  ORCHESTRA,"  Sundays,  10  p.  m„  E W T,  N B C . . .“THE  WORLD  TODAY' 

News,  Monday  through  Friday,  6:45  p.  m.,  E W T,  C B S 
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MODERNIZING  OF  THIS  HOUSE 


NY  resemblance  between  the  Yar- 
mouth, N.  S.  Community,  interior  or  ex- 
terior, of  today  and  pre-revamping  days, 
is  purely  locational.  Actually,  it's  a new 
theatre  on  the  old  site — a corner.  But, 
the  improvement  was  accomplished  with- 
out contravening  the  ban  on  new  theatre 
construction  prevailing  in  Canada  since 
soon  after  the  start  of  the  war. 

It  was  only  because  of  the  great  need  of 
providing  improved  entertainment  value 
for  the  war  services,  that  the  Canadian 
government  granted  priorities  on  materials 
and  sanction  for  the  transformation  of  the 
Community.  Yarmouth  has  been  a training 
point  for  the  Canadian  army  and  air 
forces  and  the  British  naval  air  arm. 

Physical  Changes 

The  entrance,  which  was  formerly  on 
the  Cliff  Street  side  is  now  exactly  on  the 
corner  of  Cliff  and  Kirk;  about  half  on 
each  street.  The  whole  front  of  the  build- 
ing has  a streamlined  effect  and  is  of 
white  stucco  surface,  with  black  trim- 
mings, consisting  of  lines,  filled  circles  and 
oblongs.  The  ornamental  canopy  projects 
over  the  sidewalk  width.  The  two  large 
doors  are  of  mahogany  with  chromium 
bars.  On  each  side  of  the  doors  is  a four- 
way picture  frame. 

The  boxoffice  is  now  inside  the  lobby, 
just  beyond  the  right  door,  instead  of  in  a 
detached  position.  Tickets  can  be  sold  to 
persons  on  the  outside  or  inside,  according 
to  the  season  and  the  weather.  Brown 


by  WILLIAM  McNULTY 


composition  board  was  used  for  the  lobby 
walls  from  the  floor  up  to  salmon  pink 
plaster  utilized  for  the  upper  part  of  the 
lobby.  White  stucco  covers  the  ceiling  in 
the  lobby  and  recessed  lighting  was  in- 
stalled. 

Separating  the  lobby  and  the  foyer  is 
another  duet  of  doors.  Enlargement  of 
the  foyer  was  achieved  by  reducing  most 
of  the  wall  which  formerly  separated  the 
foyer  from  the  auditorium.  The  finishing 
dovetails  with  that  of  the  lobby.  The 
lighting,  too,  is  fluorescent  and  recessed, 
providing  plenty  of  illumination  without 
injuring  screen  visibility. 

In  the  auditorium,  composition  board 
and  acoustic  tile  were  used,  with  a color 
blending  of  fawn  and  white.  A stream- 
lined appearance  was  furnished  by  use  of 
wooden  strips  on  the  lower  walls.  Above 
the  strips  are  16-inch  squares,  all  pat- 
terned. In  addition  to  indirect  lighting 
on  the  walls  and  ceiling,  there  are  flush 
ceiling  lights  for  full  illumination  of  the 
auditorium  when  needed.  On  the  walls, 
the  lights  are  in  fixtures  of  novel  design 
which  eliminate  all  possible  glare.  The 
lights  are  in  attractive  hues. 

Instead  of  the  former  wide  middle  aisle 
and  two  narrower  side  aisles,  there  are  now 
only  two  aisles.  The  staggered  plan  was 

•■HOUSE  OF  HITS  & COMFORT"  is  the  new  trade 
mark  of  the  modernized  Community  Theatre  of 
Yarmouth — and  the  smart  slogan  is  boldly  em- 
blazoned on  its  marquee. 


Fore  and  aft  views  of  the  Community's  new 
auditorium  now  acoustically  corrected,  air  con- 
ditioned and  reseated  for  the  comfort  of  its  pa- 
trons. An  excellent  example,  decoratively  and 
otherwise,  of  what  needs  to  be  done  to  thousands 
of  theatres  of  similar  size  and  situation. 


used  in  placing  the  seats,  so  that  complete 
view  of  the  screen  is  available  to  all. 
In  addition,  125  more  seats  were  installed, 
increasing  the  capacity  to  610.  All  the  old 
seats  were  discarded  and  replaced  with 
new  ones  finished  in  red  leather  and  with 
arm  rests  of  maple.  The  new  carpet  in 
the  aisles  is  of  deep  red  base  with 
black,  green  and  yellow  motifs.  The  floor 
covering  is  springy  and  matches  that  on 
the  lobby  and  foyer  floors. 

The  stage  was  backed  up  30  feet,  in  or- 
der to  utilize  all  available  space  to  ad- 
vantage, and  thus  allow  for  the  extra 
seats.  The  stage  was  finished  and  equipped 
for  stage  shows,  and  its  size  has  not  been 
reduced.  A new  screen  was  installed  and 
acoustic  panels  applied  to  improve  the 
sound  reception.  The  new  curtain  is  of 
damask,  gold  with  a white  velveteen  border 
and  white  cotton  fringe.  The  curtain  on 
an  automatic  track  is  controlled  from  the 
projection  room  or  directly  at  the  stage. 
On  the  left  side  of  the  stage  is  a new  exit. 
All  exits  bear  drapes  (swags)  and  curtains 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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One  furrow . . . one  faith 


No  man  can  be  master  of  all  things.  He  may  do  many  things  well  . . . 
even  with  considerable  skill.  ☆ But  the  true  craftsman,  the  gifted 
creator,  the  great  artist  will  always  he  found  to  have  concentrated 
his  genius  in  a particular  field  of  endeavor.  ☆ Back  of  any  lasting 
work  of  literature  or  scientific  development  . . . behind  the  painted 
masterpiece  or  great  industrial  accomplishment,  there  is  invariably 
singleness  of  purpose  . . . unyielding  devotion  to  one  goal.  ☆ In  art 
and  industry  ...  in  the  creative  loneliness  of  vision  . . . dedication  to 
a single  ideal  is  the  road  to  achievement.  ☆ And  when,  in  addition, 
that  ideal  is  made  into  a dynamic,  vibrant  reality  by  men  of  energy 
and  ability  . . . the  result  is  human  progress.  ☆ For  more  than  40 
years,  Dr.  Willis  H.  Carrier  and  his  associates  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  art  and  science  of  air  conditioning  and  refrigeration. 

CARRIER  CORPORATION  SYRACUSE,  NEW  YORK 
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WHO  DID  THE  MOST  FOR  WHOM? 


ITH  all  due  respect  to  the  knowl- 
edge and  experience  of  Mr.  L.  L.  Lewis 
(M.  T.  issue  of  Dec.  2,  1944)  we  demur  to 
certain  of  his  claims  and  certainly  to  his 
inference  that  the  motion  picture  industry 
is  deeply,  in  the  debt  of  the  air  condition- 
ing industry  for  our  present  state  of  health 
and  prosperity. 

However,  this  will  be  a most  friendly 
crossing  of  swords  over  his  implied  con- 
tention that  air  conditioning’s  contribution 
to  the  picture  industry  has  been  greater 
than  vice  versa.  Frankly  then  we  re-raise 
the  question:  Who  of  these  peculiarly  in- 
terdependent industries  is  the  chief  bene- 
ficiary of  whom — and  where  do  we  go  from 
here? 

Candidly,  we’d  call  it  a draw.  And  fur- 
ther, in  the  lingo  of  the  prize  ring,  we 
assert  and  purpose  to  argue  that  both 
these  friendly  contestants  in  the  cause  of 
human  comfort  owe  a definite  apology  to 
the  public  for  a mighty  poor  exhibition  of 
good  championship.  In  other  words,  the 
records  to  date  on  both  sides  don’t  show 
much  to  brag  about.  We'll  particularize  a 
bit  later  on  herein. 

Let’s  return  with  Mr.  Lewis  to  that  point 
of  history  when  “prior  to  1920,  or  there- 
abouts, the  boxoffice  was  a series  of  annual 
peaks  and  depressions.  Motion  pictures  did 
not  attract  patronage  during  the  summer 
months,  and  boxoffice  fell  off  accordingly. 
Folks  spent  their  money  at  the  seashore 
or  sought  amusement  outdoors.” 

Now,  searching  for  antecedents  to  sup- 
port our  contention,  as  to  “who  appeared 
first,  the  chicken  or  the  egg?”  we  invite 
Mr.  Lewis  to  step  back  a few  years  further 
into  history  with  us  to  about  the  time 
when  Exhibitor  Zeke  Potts  of  the  Bijou 
Theatre  in  Boomtown,  Oklahoma,  enjoy- 
ing a successful  holdover  run  of  “The 
Great  Train  Robbery”  suddenly  got  slapped 
smack  in  the  face  by  hot  weather. 

It  was  in  the  springtime  and  business- 
wise  Zeke  was  doing  all  right  at  the  Bijou 
box-office.  But  came  hot  weather  and  all 
hell  broke  loose.  Bad  enough  that  busi- 
ness started  to  backslide;  worse  and  more 
of  it,  a tent  show  came  to  town  and  shortly 
there  followed  a fresh  competitor  with  one 
of  those  new-fangled  air-domes  (the 
granddaddy  of  our  current  drive-ins)  and 
poor  Zeke  was  frantic.  But  did  he  fold  up? 
Not  Zeke! 

He  saddled  Ol’  Paint  for  a canter  out 
into  the  countryside  to  sort  of  compose  his 
nerves  and  collect  himself.  Loping  easily 
along,  Zeke  looked  suddenly  skyward  and 
shouted,  “Hell’s  a’  poppin!  Why  didn't  I 
think  o’  that  before?”  The  farmer’s  wind- 
mill kept  right  on  spinning  in  the  breezes. 

By  show  time  that  night  a 90-mile  blast 
of  agitated  air  was  blowing  directly  out  of 


by  ANSEL  M.  MOORE 


Zeke’s  Bijou,  clear  across  the  street  and 
the  natives  held  cnto  their  hats.  Skirts  of 
the  lady  passersby  parachuted  in  reverse. 
And  theatre  air  conditioning  was  born.  In- 
spired by  the  crude  aero-dynamics  of  the 
day,  Zeke  had  knocked  a big  hole  in  the 
back  of  his  Bijou,  fitted  into  it  a farmer’s 
windmill  and  with  the  aid  of  a fan  wheel, 
a flat  belt  and  a 10  h.p.  motor  he  had 
saved  the  day  for  indoor  theatres! 

And  did  that  sweaty  bunch  of  cowhand  3 
go  for  the  idea!  Evaporative  cooling  be- 
came the  fad.  Hit  ’em  in  the  face  with  air 
movement  was  Zeke’s  discovery.  Hct  cr 
cold,  they'll  think  they’re  comfortable  and 
they'll  come  back  for  more,  was  Zeke's 


FIVE  FUNDAMENTALS 
lo  Plan  for  in  Your 
Theatre  of  Tomorrow: 

1.  Temperature  Control 

2.  Humidity  Regulation 

3.  Air  Purification 

4.  Adequate  Ventilation 

5.  Proper  Circulation 

— Check  them  all  carefully  with 
your  architect. 


discovery.  Pure  sucker  bait;  but  boy  how 
it  worked! 

Now,  after  that  recording  we’re  ready 
to  admit  that  Mr.  Lewis’  constituency,  the 
air  conditioning  industry,  has  since  made 
some  notable  and  worthwhile  contributions 
to  the  picture  industry.  But,  mark  this, 
all  too  few  of  our  present  theatres  have 
been  benefited  by  or  even  told  about  the 
“Upside  Down”  “By-pass”  or  similar 
weather  control  systems  so  ably  cham- 
pioned by  Mr.  Lewis.  A pitifully  small 
percentage  of  our  present  theatres  are  pos- 
sessed of  much  more  than  primitive  sum- 
mer cooling  — on  the  “blow-the-man- 


down”  principle  discovered  by  Old  Zeke 
Potts  in  the  horse-and-buggy  days,  when 
side-whiskers  were  the  vogue  on  citizens 
as  well  as  on  surreys. 

Mr.  Lewis  cites  a few  Paramount  The- 
atres and  some  more  outstanding  name 
theatres  as  examples  of  air  condition- 
ing's great  contribution  to  the  picture  in- 
dustry. Very  good;  but  we  know  of  sev- 
eral houses  in  this  class  wh©  are  still  op- 
erated on  the  “freeze  ’em  to  please  ’em” 
principle.  Thus,  his  argument  falls  short 
of  convincing  us  that  his  industry  has  as 
yet  even  scratched  the  surface  insofar  as 
year  ’round  air  conditioning  for  all  thea- 
tres is  concerned. 

Let’s  call  it  a draw,  Mr.  Lewis;  and  then 
compromise  on  the  sounder  theory  that  for 
both  our  industries,  the  big  fob  lies 
ahead!  With  admittedly  fewer  than  2,000 
theatres  adequately  equipped  for  complete 
air  conditioning  and  charitably  admitting 
that  their  equipment  (whatever  type  it 
may  be)  is  being  operated  in  a manner 
that  provides  maximum  comfort  for  the 
patrons,  regardless  of  the  outdoor  weather, 
it  follows  that  both  the  air  conditioning 
and  theatre  industries  are  terribly  behind 
with  their  work. 

With  95  million  Americans  now  attend- 
ing our  performances  weekly,  a record 
which  we  hope  can  be  sustained  in  the 
postwar  era,  the  public  interest  in  air 
conditioning  is  ripe  for  regeneration.  But 
before  the  theatre  industry  can  sell  true 
air  conditioning  to  the  public,  its  houses, 
large  and  small,  must  be  properly  equipped. 
Otherwise,  we’ll  be  forced  to  continue  “un- 
selling” the  public  on  the  beneficial  effects 
of  air  conditioning,  which  people  read 
about  but  too  seldom  find  demonstrated 
in  their  neighborhood  theatres. 

The  acorn  of  achievement  for  air  con- 
ditioning still  lies  in  the  theatre  field, 
where  it  has  lain  dormant  and  unproduc- 
tive for  too  long.  What  it  needs  is  the 
fertilization  of  product  engineering  and 
sales  effort.  Air  conditioning  has  been 
carelessly  bought,  improperly  sold,  poorly 
installed,  incorrectly  operated,  foolishly 
advertised  and  generally  misapplied  and 
misunderstood  by  all  concerned. 

Make  year  ’round  air  conditioning  avail- 
able, understood  by,  and  within  our  means, 
of  our  small  and  medium-sized  theatres 
and  you’ll  see  it  sprout  and  spring  into 
public  favor  and  demand,  pronto. 

In  the  true  spirit  of  mutual  dependency, 
we  exhort  the  two  industries  to  put  their 
heads  together  and  take  steps  to  make 
the  acorn  grow.  After  all  what  matters 
more  to  both  than  public  favor  in  this 
forthcoming  postwar  era. 


Intermission , Too  Long 

In  our  second  issue  of  this  month  (March  31st)  Moore  will  discuss  the 
monotony  of  long  drawn  intermissions  between  theatre  decorating  jobs.  It's 
the  DECORATING  NUMBER;  so  don't  miss  it. 
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and  Now  Joe  is  a Movie  Fan 


] "See  a movie?  No,  I’d  rather 

Stay  home  where  it’s  half-way  cool. 
Pay  to  get  into  a lather? 

You  won’t  find  me  such  a fool!” 


3 Now  our  Joe  is  quite  converted; 
He’s  a Grade  A movie  fan 
Since  he’s  found  the  heat’s  averted 
By  this  air  conditioning  plan. 


2 Hear  Joe  Simpson,  in  a dither, 

But  he  planned  without  his  spouse. 
She  got  Joe  to  go  out  with  her 
To  a modern  movie  house. 


The  plan?  Correct  Air  Conditioning.  It  pays  because  it 
attracts  more  patrons  — steps  up  personnel  efficiency 
— protects  fine  furnishings. 

That  is  because  it  is  the  result  of  scientifically- 
engineered  blending  of  correct  temperature,  humidity, 
circulation,  ventilation  and  air  cleanliness. 

Depend  upon  Westinghouse  engineering  experi- 
ence, research  and  equipment  for  correct  air  condi- 
tioning for  your  establishment. 

Consult  Westinghouse  early  in  the  planning  of  your 
new  or  modernized  theatre.  Get  your  copy  of  "How 
to  Plan  Your  Postwar  Air  Conditioning.”  Phone  your 
nearest  Westinghouse  office,  or  write  Westinghouse, 
150  Pacific  Avenue,  Jersey  City  4,  N.  J. 


THE  SERVICE-PROVED  HERMETICALLY-SEALED  COMPRESSOR 


These  Westinghouse  economy-satisfaction  advantages 
have  been  proved  by  years  of  service  in  thousands  of 
installations:  — 

No  Shaft  Seals.  During  wartime  refrigerant  shortages, 
few  Westinghouse  systems  were  ever  "down."  Why?  Be- 
cause sea!  leaks,  cause  of  90%  of  all  system  failures, 
are  eliminated. 

Few  Parts  to  Wear  . . . Direct-Drive  Efficiency 
. . . Space-Saving  Refrigerant-Cooled  Motor. 


liouse^M®lAir 

OFFICES  EVERYWHERE  Westinghouse  Presents: 


) 
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To  a sailor  in  the  sultry  Pacific,  under  the  stare  and  glare  of  a 
sun  that’s  hot  as  a gun-barrel,  there’s  nothing  like  a good  drink  of 
water.  And  he  gets  it,  too  . . . cool,  pure,  and  refreshing  . . . from 
one  of  the  26  Sunroc  Water  Coolers  on  his  Navy  battle-wagon. 

Made  to  exacting  Government  specification,  Sunroc  Water 
Coolers  are  built  to  take  the  wear  and  tear  of  war-time  service  all 
over  the  world,  even  to  the  vibrant  blast  and  recoil  of  16-inch 
rifles.  Who  knows  more  about  “water”  than  the  Navy? 

The  same,  staunch,  heavy-duty  construction  assures  unfailing 
dependability  and  long  life  in  essential  civilian  installations  of 
these  fine  dispensers  of  cool,  refreshing  water.  Sunroc  has  led  the 
way  since  1936  in  building  water  coolers  for  the  Government, 
and  for  business  and  industry  before  that. 

We’d  like  to  tell  you  more  about  these  modern  fountains-of- 
refreshment.  Write  to  Dep’t  BO-3  for  our  free  booklet.  Sunroc 
Refrigeration  Company,  Glen  Riddle,  Pa. 


"THERE'S  NOTHING  LIKE  A GOOD  DRINK  OF  WATER' 


suMtoe 


Real  Air  Conditioning  is 
a year-round  added 
feature 


(Continued  from  page  10) 


quality  planning,  installation  and  equip- 
ment. 

The  air  conditioning  contractor,  or  di- 
recting engineer  or  architect,  will  utilize 
■ packaged”  equipment  to  simplify  the  in- 
stallation when  possible.  But  air  condi- 
tioning systems  must  be  “tailor-made”  ap- 
proximately in  proportion  to  the  size  of 
the  theatre. 

A Supplier’s  Viewpoint 

On  the  whole  general  problem  of  theatre 
air  conditioning,  a letter  from  a manufac- 
turer (which  is  being  published  in  the  cur- 
rent issue  of  Domestic  Engineering  as  a 
part  of  this  cooperative  editorial  program) 
will  be  significant  to  theatre  owners.  The 
letter  states  in  part: 

“In  the  postwar  period  many  theatre 
owners  will  install  honest-to-goodness  year 
'round  air  conditioning  systems  to  replace 
‘air  chillers’  which  they  were  high  pres- 
sured into  and  which  have  proved  unsatis- 
factory. 

“They  will  be  increasingly  interested  in 
the  ‘tailor-made  systems’  in  contrast  to 
those  ‘systems’  which  consist  of  stock  equip- 
ment dropped  indiscriminately  into  thea- 
tres of  various  sizes  and  capacities.  They 
will  want  air  conditioning  systems  scien- 
tifically engineered  in  accordance  with  the 
many  varying  factors  of  the  individual 
theatre,  and  correctly  designed  to  provide 
the  optimum  of  air  conditioning  in  con- 
sideration of  those  factors. 

“There  will  be  greater  attention  paid  to 
controls  on  air  conditioning  systems.  This 
branch  of  the  air  conditioning  field  pro- 
vides the  greatest  opportunity  for  improve- 
ment. 

“Multiple-enterprise  amusement  projects 
will  undoubtedly  be  numerous  in  postwar 


lypes  and  makes  of  projection 


arc  lamps.  Sold  by  most  Independent 
Theatre  Supply  Dealers. 


World's  Largest 

Manufacturer  of  Projection  Arc s 
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years.  New  building  in  this  line  will  open 
vast  fields  for  those  prepared  to  really  do 
something  about  it.  A great  demand  for 
air  conditioning  and  ventilating  equipment 
is  apparent  when  projects  of  this  type  are 
planned. 

“Systems  capable  of  supplying  warm  air 
to  one  portion  of  the  building  and  at  the 
same  time  supplying  cool  air  to  another 
portion  will  undoubtedly  be  very  popular. 

“Generally  speaking,  there  is  going  to  be 
more  of  the  best  prewar  equipment. 

Minimize  the  Miracles 

“As  is  probably  apparent  from  the  above, 
we  think  it  high  time  to  call  halt  to  the 
‘Buck  Rogers-ish'  predictions  of  the  world 
we  will  live  in  after  the  war.  Most  of  these 
foretellings  have  been  fed  to  a rationed, 
war-weary  people  as  a pacifier  is  to  a 
bawling  baby;  and  contain  about  the  same 
amount  of  substance. 

“We  are  not,  six  months  after  the  wars 
are  over,  going  to  play  in  castles  of  gauze, 
gadgets  and  glass  any  more  than  we  are 
going  to  live  in  them. 

“We  are,  rather,  going  to  have  improve- 
ments, refinements,  redesigns  of  the  best 
equipment  with  which  we  were  familiar 
in  prewar  days.  And  this  equipment  will 
be  in  more  general  usage.’’ 

The  above  statement,  made  by  a promi- 
nent manufacturer  of  air  conditioning 
equipment,  indicates  the  inadvisability  of 
waiting  for  the  “miracle”  postwar  equip- 
ment which  will  never  arrive.  Actually,  all 
the  components  of  the  postwar  air  condi- 
tioning system  for  motion  picture  theatres 
were  developed  before  the  war  and  will  be 
available  again  as  quickly  as  manufactur- 
ers can  resume  production.  It  is  quality 
equipment  which  will  give  theatre  owners 
the  best  in  indoor  climate  for  their  thea- 
tres when — and  this  is  the  one  matter  of 
greatest  importance — the  job  is  planned 
and  executed  under  the  direction  of  a 
skilled  contractor. 


Designed  for  Durability 

bTABILAPC 

Motor  Generators 

Fine  engineering  and  construction  are 
responsible  lor  the  dependable  service 
STABILARC  Motor  Generators  are  giv- 
ing users  today.  For  maximum  per- 
formance we  suggest  frequent  and  reg- 
ular attention. 


35-42-60-80  VOLT  MULTIPLE 


AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Oiiice:  220  W.  42nd  St.,  New  York  City 
Also  Manufacturers  of  Allentown  Steel  Cur- 
tain Tracks  and  Curtain  Machines. 


when  available  again—  SPECIFY: 


"U.S."  NAUGAHYDE 


All  the  squirming,  twisting,  bounc- 
ing and  scraping  of  your  most 
boisterous  young  audiences  will  have 
no  effect  on  peacetime  seating  up- 
holstered in  "U.  S.”  Naugahyde — 
with  its  extremely  high  resistance  to 
edge-wear,  abrasion,  scuffing,  flex- 
ing, wrinkling. 


With  all  its  endurance,' 'U.S.”  Nau- 
gahyde has  warm,  rich  feel  and  is 
available  in  an  almost  limitless 
range  of  never-dimming  colors.  It  is 
quickly  and  easily  cleaned  with  sim- 
ple soap  and  water.  There  is  also 
Flameproof  "U.  S.”  Naugahyde;  it 
will  not  support  combustion. 


These  advantages  of  "U.  S.”  Naugahyde  will  not  come 
to  you  in  peacetime  untried  or  merely  laboratory  tested. 
For  more  than  three  years,  "U.  S.”  Naugahyde  has  been 
battle  tested  and  every  claim  made  for  it  proved  over  and 
over  again. 


Serving  Through  Science  UPHOLSTE R Y 

UNITED  STATES  RUBBER  COMPANY 

1230  Sixth  Avenue  • Rockefeller  Center  • New  York  20,  N.  Y. 
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AN  ALABAMA  PROJECT 


tive  designs  and  accommodation  for  pa- 
trons. The  basement  includes  manager’s 
office,  men’s  and  women’s  lounges,  lava- 
tories and  general  work  space. 

The  exterior  facade  at  the  main  street 
approach  is  simple  in  design  with  lines 
leading  into  the  boxoffice  and  main  lobby 
entrance.  Pylons  emphasize  the  theatre 
entrance  proper.  Materials  for  the  facade 
are  to  be  of  colored  terra  cotta  combining 
colors  of  Chinese  red,  yellow  and  off-white 
bands.  Display  frames  of  aluminum  will 
provide  an  abundance  of  advertising  space 
properly  lighted  in  each  case  with  tubular 
lighting.  Conditioned  air  is  provided  by 
blowers,  airwashers  and  filtered  heating 
units. 

In  general,  there  are  no  outstanding  in- 
novations beyond  prewar  basic  materials  or 
principles  heretofore  used,  except  that  in- 
terior lighting  will  employ  a generous  use 
of  ccld  cathode  light  tubing  concealed  and 
in  shapes  to  fit  the  particular  design.  This 
lighting  is  now  reaching  a stage  of  perfec- 
tion which  should  prove  popular  and 
within  price  range  for  general  postwar 
theatre  application. 

In  submitting  this  perspective  Mr.  M.  A. 


ljPj)ENDERING  by 
|||Y\  Tucker  and  How- 
ell, Theatre  Ar- 
chitects, Atlanta,  Geor- 
gia, of  the  proposed 
new  theatre  building 
at  Ft.  Payne,  Alabama, 
for  the  De  Kalb  Amuse- 
ment Company  owned 
by  Colonel  Thomas  E. 

Orr  and  Oscar  Lam. 

Strictly  streamline  in 
design,  both  inside  and  M.  a.  tucker 
out,  the  structure  will  depend  almost  en- 
tirely on  color,  material,  indirect  lighting 
and  simple  but  carefully  studied  propor- 
tions for  its  decorative  effects. 

Besides  the  theatre  portion,  which  will 
seat  1,050  patrons,  the  building  will  house 
five  stores,  each  27  feet  by  50  feet.  These 
stores  abut  the  main  theatre  wall  at  rear. 

The  theatre  includes  the  main  orchestra 
floor  seating  800,  while  the  balcony  seats 
250.  The  lobby  and  standee  have  been 
given  particular  consideration  from  the 
standpoint  of  lighting;  simple  but  effec- 


Tucker, whose  architectural  firm  his  long 
been  a member  of  The  Modern  Theatre 
Planning  Institute,  writes:  “Within  the 
past  few  months  we  have  had  a consider- 
able number  of  inquiries  for  postwar  thea- 
tre plans  in  this  section  and  it  now  appears 
that  some  farsighted  exhibitors  are  about 
ready  to  have  plans  and  specifications  pre- 
pared, thus  to  avoid  lots  of  headaches  and 
delays  caused  by  the  postwar  rush  and 
confusion  once  restrictions  are  removed.” 


LITERATURE 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive  liter- 
ature with  The  Modern  Theatre  Informa- 
tion Bureau.  Readers  who  may  wish  copies 
of  such  literature  may  obtain  them 
promptly  by  addressing  The  Modern 
Theatre,  332  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago 
4,  Illinois. 

ELLISON  BRONZE  COMPANY.  INC.,  of  Jamestown, 

N.  Y.,  submits  an  attractive  and  profusely  illustrated 
12-page  catalog  on  Ellison  Balanced  Doors.  Various 
custom-designed  entrances  show  wide  versatility, 
operation  and  hardware  are  detailed.  Specifica- 
tions are  outlined  and  an  interesting  list  of  bal-  1 
anced  door  installations  is  given. 

FLUORESCENT  FABRICATORS,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
presents  its  Jobber  Bulletin  No.  108,  covering  "Pure- 
Aiie,"  the  new  Portable  Germicidal  Lamp  with 
Ultra  Violet.  Describing  the  unit,  which  irradiates 
the  air  and  protects  against  airborne  bacteria,  the 
fixture  is  designed  to  operate  with  the  new  G.E. 
germicidal  Uviaric  lamp.  Specifications  as  well  as 
prices  are  given. 

INGRAM-RICHARDSON  MANUFACTURING  COM- 
PANY, of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  files  a new  de  criptive 
folder  on  Ing-Rich  Porcelain  Wall  Panels.  Full- 
color  illustrations  of  the  material  installed  in  bath- 
rooms are  shown,  together  with  details  on  use 
values  and  installation  instructions  for  various  ap- 
plications. 

LIBBEY-OWENS-FORD  GLASS  COMPANY,  of  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  announces  "Visual  Fronts"  in  an  at- 
tractive 24-page  booklet.  The  visual  front  for  in- 
numerable applications  is  described,  explained  and 
illustrated  in  attractive  architectural  renderings. 
Various  products  of  the  glass  company  which  are 
to  be  utilized  in  gaining  visual  fronts  also  are  out- 
lined and  described. 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  presents  a descrip- 
tive folder  on  Walker  Plastic  Molded  Screens  en- 
titled "Follow  the  Curves."  The  folder  explains 
what  a plastic  screen  is  and  how  it  contributes  to 
better  sight  and  sound.  Interesting  phoographic  en- 
largements of  the  screen  surface  are  presented. 

PORCELAIN  ENAMEL  INSTITUTE,  INC.,  of  Chi- 
cago, submits  an  attractive  illustrated  brochure  on 
Porcelain  Enameled  Signs.  The  booklet  details  in 
text  and  illustrations  the  manufacturing  process  en- 
tailed in  porcelain  enamel  and  how  it  is  applied 
to  signs  and  then  discusses  the  advertising  value 
of  such  signs. 

SYLVANIA  ELECTRIC  PRODUCTS,  INC.,  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  presents  "Fluorescent  at  its  Finest"  in 
catalog  of  standardized  fixtures  which  are  so  adapt- 
able that  "custom"  lighting  may  be  attained.  Tech- 
nical specifications  for  fixtures  and  accessories  are 
given  as  well  as  price  schedules. 


Notice:  Manufacturers  of  all  products 
adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or  main- 
tenance are  invited  to  file  latest  copies  of 
their  catalogues  or  descriptive  literature 
with  The  Modern  Theatre  Information 
Bureau. — The  Editor. 
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Combined  Operations 

assuring  better 

• DISTRIBUTION 
• SERVICE 

• ECONOMY 


makers 
the  theatre,  a 
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Now  Teamed  Together  to  Serve  You  Better 


Division  of  National  • Simple*  • Bludworthjnc 
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FOR  PERFORMANCE 


Fffcl/ftE  IT  rolIRSEtt 


Same  amount  popped  corn  fills 
four  % jp  bags  ...  or  5 of  our 
cartons  of  5c  extra  profit.  Write 
for  prices.  Also  world's  finest 
seasoning,  popping  oil,  salt. 


AMERICAN  POP  CORN  CO. 
SIOUX  CITY,  IOWA 


Easy  to  Modernize  with  NU-WOOD 

At  low  cost,  Nu-Wood  Interior  Finish  can  give  you 
a modern  theatre  interior  almost  overnight1.  Its  soft, 
fadeproof  color-harmonies  create  distinctive  beauty. 
Nu-Wood  also  insulates  and  improves  acoustics.  For 
full  information,  write  Wood  Conversion  Company, 
Dept.  134-3,  First  National  Bank  Building,  St.  Paul  1, 
Minnesota. 


IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERIES 

On  CHICAGO'S  Supreme  Expansion 
Bolts.  Keep  seats  anchored  securely. 
Available  now  at  leading  supply  houses. 

CHICAGO  Expansion  Bolt  Co. 
2228  W.  Ogden  Ave..  Chicago  12.  111. 


Comfort  Was  the  Motive 
In  the  Modernizing  of 
This  House 


(Continued  from  page  12) 


of  wine  velveteen  with  white  cotton  fringe, 
harmonizing  with  the  stage  curtain. 

Variety  Program 

Dressing  rooms  were  placed  back  stage, 
and  these  have  been  modernly  fixtured  and 
equipped.  Although  the  house  policy  is 
focused  wholly  on  picture  programs,  a 
locally  produced  and  casted  stage  produc- 
tion is  offered  occasionally.  Incidentally, 
R.  A.  Poster,  manager  of  the  Community, 
is  a director,  actor  and  singer,  well  known 
locally.  He  produces,  directs  and  per- 
forms in  musical  and  dramatic  shows  pre- 
sented at  this  theatre  since  the  changes 
were  made  in  its  physical  makeup.  The 
Community  is  a link  in  the  Franklin  & 
Herschorn  circuit,  of  which  J.  M.  Franklin, 
St.  John,  N.  B.,  is  president  and  founder, 
and  M.  Herschorn,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  is  vice- 
president.  M.  Franklin,  St.  John,  son  of 
J.  Franklin,  is  secretary,  and  P.  Herschorn, 
son  of  M.  Herschorn  is  a member  of  the 
company. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  the  powder 
or  cosmetic  room,  as  it  is  styled,  in  the 
Community.  The  decoration  is  in  light 
cream.  The  cosmetic  bench  has  a colored 
glass  top  and  focus  five  panels  of  mirror. 
Other  mirrors  are  at  each  end  of  the  bench. 
Just  above  the  women’s  rest  room  is  the 
manager’s  office.  This  office  was  pre- 
viously back  of  the  stage.  A covered  stair 
leads  to  the  office  and  projection  en- 
closure. 

Felt  padding  and  leather  covering  were 
provided  for  a new  standee  rail  in  the  audi- 
torium rear.  The  old-fashioned  type  of 
windows  were  replaced  by  two  little  square 
windows  of  ornamental  design  and 
equipped  with  swinging  shutters,  in  the 
auditorium.  The  shutter  finish  blends  with 
the  walls.  Shadow  boxes,  providing  clear 
lighting  for  the  advertising  stills  and  pos- 
ters, were  installed  outside  the  entrance 
and  also  in  the  lobby  and  foyer. 

Air  Conditioning  Corrected 

The  problem  of  ventilation  had  been 
vital  in  the  old  Community.  Correcting 
this  defect  had  been  impossible  until  the 
notable  physical  changes  were  made  in 
the  building.  With  the  building  of  a new 
roof,  provision  was  made  for  air  condition- 
ing, solving  a problem  that  had  given  much 
annoyance  for  many  years.  Fresh  air  is 
now  continually  available,  regardless  of 
the  season  or  state  of  the  weather,  and 
minus  drafts. 

The  architect  who  drew  the  plans  and 
supervised  the  changes  at  the  Community 
was  L.  R.  Fairn,  Wolfville,  N.  S„  who  has 
done  considerable  theatre  designing  and 
re-designing.  Spending  some  time  at 
Yarmouth  and  maintaining  supervisory  at- 
tention was  Secretary  M.  Franklin  of 
Franklin  & Herschorn.  Technical  as- 
sistance was  provided  by  H.  Kerwin,  St. 
John,  of  the  F&H  managerial  staff.  The 
general  contractor  was  F.  Fairn,  Yarmouth. 
The  work  could  not  be  rushed  owing  to 
shortages  of  labor  and  materials,  theatre 
furnishings  and  equipment. 

Before  it  was  purchased  by  Franklin  & 
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Herschorn  in  the  summer  of  1939  for  use 
as  a straight  motion  picture  theatre,  the 
Community  was  owned  locally  and  served 
for  local  amateur  shows,  concerts,  boxing, 
political  rallies  and  so  forth.  R.  A.  Foster 
has  been  at  the  managerial  helm  since  the 
opening  for  pictures.  Previously,  he  had 
been  with  Franklin  & Herschorn  at  Halifax 
and  Dartmouth. 

Ever  since  it  was  taken  into  the  Frank- 
horn  group,  the  Community  has  been  un- 
able to  cope  with  the  demand  for  seats, 
especially  since  the  improvement  and  en- 
largement of  the  capacity.  The  current 
population  of  Yarmouth  is  about  12,000 
and  the  pre-war  population  was  about 
8,000.  It  is  a seaport  and  base  in  normal 
times  for  steamship  lines  to  Boston  and 
New  York. 

Filters  Should  Be 

Cleaned  Regularly 

Filters  in  an  air  conditioning  system  are 
easily  identified  by  appearance.  They  con- 
sist of  a mesh-like  metal  or  glass  wool  or 
cloth  contained  in  a framework.  The  air 
passes  through  the  material  and  is  cleaned 
by  a filtering  action.  Filters  in  air  con- 
ditioning equipment  may  be  one  of  two 
types.  In  both  instances  the  appearance 
of  the  filters  is  much  the  same.  One  type 
of  filter  is  a throw-away  type,  readily 
identified  by  the  cardboard  framing  and 
its  inexpensive  construction.  The  other 
type  consists  of  a metal  frame  and  filter- 
ing material. 

As  the  filters  clean  the  air,  they  become 
dusty  and  tend  to  restrict  the  flow  of  con- 
ditioned air.  To  prevent  excess  restric- 
tion, the  filters  should  be  cleaned  or  re- 
placed at  regular  intervals.  Check  them 
periodically  to  establish  a cleaning  or  re- 
placement frequency  suitable  to  the  loca- 
tion, and  clean  them  regularly  by  remov- 
ing the  accumulation  of  dust  and  dirt  that 
hinders  air  flow. 

Cleaning  may  be  accomplished  by  re- 
moving the  filter  and  tapping  it  on  the 
floor  so  that  the  dust  falls  off.  When  the 
throw-away  can  no  longer  be  cleaned  in 
this  way,  it  should  be  discarded  and  re- 
placed by  the  installation  of  a new  one. 
When  permanent  filters  cannot  be  cleaned 
by  tapping,  extra  cleaning  by  a trained 
service  engineer  is  required. 

When  filters  are  removed,  they  should  be 
replaced  with  the  same  make  and  model 
as  the  ones  discarded  if  such  filters  are 
obtainable.  If  the  filters  are  not  obtain- 
able locally,  the  factory  should  be  con- 
sulted for  new  filters. 


PROTECT  METALS 


A large  amount  of  metal  is  used  in  air 
conditioning,  refrigerating  and  heating 
equipment,  so  protecting  metals  is  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  care  of  the  equipment. 
If  metals  show  rust  spots,  act  promptly  as 
rust  is  an  index  of  deterioration.  Clean 
all  rust  spots  with  wire  brush  or  steel 
wool.  To  prevent  further  rusting,  apply  a 
rust  arrestive  and  then  paint  metal  sur- 
faces with  water  resistant  paint.  Casings 
of  air  conditioning  equipment  are  made  of 
metal  and  should  be  cleaned  at  least  once 
a year  inside  and  out. 


Bert  Hammel  Appointed 
Alex.  Smith  Sales  Head 

Alexander  Smith 
& Sons  Carpet 
Company  has  an- 
nounced the  ap- 
pointment of  W. 

C.  Hammel  as 
sales  manager, 
thus  establishing 
a new  key  position 
in  the  company’s 
sales  organization. 

In  this  position 
Mr.  Hammel  will 
assist  and  be  di- 
rectly responsible  to  William  D.  Gardner, 


vice  president  and  director  of  sales,  in  the 
distribution  of  the  Alexander  Smith  lines 
of  rugs  and  carpets,  as  well  as  the  lines 
of  C.  H.  Masland  & Sons,  for  whom  Alex- 
ander Smith  functions  as  sole  selling 
agent. 

Bert  Hammel  has  been  in  the  carpet 
business  for  28  years  and  is  known  per- 
sonally by  many  theatre  executives.  He’s 
now  46  years  old.  From  1916  to  1928  he 
was  with  the  New  York  store  of  W.  & J. 
Sloane,  where  he  became  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  retail  carpet  department.  In 
1928  he  transferred  to  the  wholesale  de- 
partment to  become  one  of  the  depart- 
ment heads  assisting  in  the  distribution 
of  the  Alexander  Smith  and  Masland 
lines.  He  continued  in  this  position  when 
Alexander  Smith  set  up  their  own  sales 
organization  in  1938. 


TWINS 

to 

COUNT 

ON... 


For  Glamorizing  Hollywood’s  Best 


To  reproduce  Hollywood’s  finestpho- 
tography  and  sound  at  its  glamorous 
best  demands  mastery  in  projection 
comparable  with  the  photography  and 
recording  utilized  in  its  filming. 

New  DeVRY  precision  performance 
twins  enable  you  to  reproduce  Holly- 
wood's masterpieces  in  black  and 
white  or  technicolor  on  your  screen 
the  way  your  audiences  want  them — 
faithful  to  tone  and  color,  camera 
composition  and  sound. 


Because  new  DeVRY  35mm  Mo- 
tion Picture  Projectors  are  the  best 
that  warborn  engineering  know-how, 
technical  knowledge  and  skilled  crafts- 
manship can  produce,  they  are  the 
most  economical  projection  booth 
equipment  you  can  buy.  Before  you 
buy,  mail  the  coupon  to  DeVRY. 

• • 

DeVRY  has  the  world's  most  complete  peacetime 
line  of  motion  picture  sound  equipment,  including 
Hl-Fidelity  power  amplifiers  and  speakers. 


4 Time  Winner 
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DeVRY  CORPORATION,  Dept.  MT-B3 
1111  Armitage  Ave.,  Chicago  14,  Illinois 
Please  send  details  about  the  NEW  DbVRY  35mm 
Theater  Projectors  and  Sound  Systems. 


Name . . 
Address 


I 
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City . . . 
Theater 


State . . . 
Capacity 
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THE  ARTISTIC  SIDE  OF  ARCHITECTURE 
AS  APPLIED  TO  THEATRE  DECORATION 


down  to  the  lounge.  Here  the  same  prac- 
tical blue-green  was  used  as  a background, 
but  then  this  surface  was  sponge-stippled 
in  carmine  and  gold.  This  process  deposits 
the  paint  so  thickly  that  it  has  unequalled 
wearing  and  protective  qualities.  The  proof 
of  this  lies  in  the  fact  that  this  stair  well 
was  decorated  two  years  ago,  and  in  spite 
of  its  small  size  and  attendant  handling, 
it  was  not  necessary  to  redecorate  it  when 
the  rest  of  the  house  was  recently  done. 


Fluorescent  Murals 


In  the  auditorium  the  side-walls  were 
painted  a light  green  with  an  over-all 
diagonal  design  giving  a soft  tufted  effect. 
To  accent  this,  the  proscenium  was  lined 
with  carmine,  while  the  decorative  panels 
flanking  the  proscenium  were  treated  with 
an  emerald  green  background.  Inasmuch 
as  these  were  far  enough  away  from  the 
screen  so  that  there  would  be  no  visual 
detraction  or  confusion,  black  light  murals 
were  inset  in  fluorescent  paints.  Over  the 
emerald  green,  a reflective  surface  of  white 
was  brushed  in,  while  the  rest  of  the  trop- 
ically inspired  motif  was  etched  out  in  the 
most  radiant  and  rich  jewel  tones. 

When  these  colors  are  transposed  into 
black-on-white  words,  the  true  effect  is 
lost  unless  the  reader  will  supplement  them 
with  the  very  necessary  addition  of  imagi- 
nation. For  these  colors  are  apt  to  sound 
like  an  indiscriminate  hodge-podge  unless 
the  reasons  for  their  use  are  brought  forth. 
In  this  case,  the  reason  for  the  selection 
of  green  as  the  predominant  color  of  the 
auditorium  is  that  the  black-lighting  of 
the  mural  has  a tendency  to  give  a purplish 
over-all  effect,  and  the  light  green  of  the 
auditorium  walls  and  the  emerald  of  the 
panels,  being  complimentary  colors,  serve 
as  a neutralizing  factor  so  that  the  result 
is  a brilliant  play  of  jewel  tones  against 
a background  of  no  distinguishable  color 
but  just  a rich,  velvety  texture  that  has 
ciepth  beyond  mere  color.  This  is  also 
another  reason  why  work  of  this  nature 
has  to  be  done  by  those  trained  in  its 


Procedure 


To  this  end,  the  ceiling  was  painted  a 
highly  reflective  white  so  that  the  indirect 
lighting  would  carry  the  brilliance  down 
over  the  walls.  This  was  necessary  be- 
cause the  latter  were  painted  a deep  blue- 
green,  against  which  all-over  designs  of 
loose  fern,  leaf  and  flower  motifs  were 
superimposed  in  various  greens  shading 
down  to  white  with  accents  of  Vermillion. 
Besides  the  practicality  of  the  dark  color, 
the  all-over  design  was  even  more  expedi- 
ent because  it  permits  touching  up  a spot 
or  damaged  portion  of  the  wall  here  and 


Decorative  Modernization  for  Easier 

Theatre  Maintenance 
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HIS  is  the  time 


by  HANNS  TEICHERT* 


there  without  having  to  go  over  the  whole 
surface  to  even  up  the  inevitable  differ- 
ences; and  in  the  broken-up  quality  of  the 
wall,  the  touching  up  is  both  easier  to 
match  and  less  liable  to  look  patched  after 
it  is  done. 

To  add  a final  safeguard,  the  wall  sur- 
faces were  given  a coat  of  flat  varnish  so 
that  there  is  no  reflection  off  the  painted 
surfaces  to  accentuate  irregularities  in  the 
wall,  and  yet  a strong  protective  film 
guards  the  whole.  To  counterbalance  and 
accent  the  cool  colors  of  the  lobby,  all 
doors  are  in  a practical  and  brisk  carmine. 
This  room  now  offers  a crisp  sparkle  that 
is  as  practical  and  long-lasting  as  it  is 
smart  and  attractive. 

The  same  problem  of  soil  and  handling 
was  met  in  still  another  way  in  the  stairs 


'Theatre  Decorating  Specialist;  Decorative  Con- 
sultant to  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning  Institute. 


Decorative  modernization  was  the  principal 
and  most  efiective  improvement  made  in  the 
recently  renovated  Lyric  Theatre  at  Blue 
Island,  Illinois,  a Publix-Great  States  house. 
Panel  at  lest  shows  one  of  the  fluorescent 
murals.  All  work  designed  and  executed  by 
the  Teichert  Studios. 


of  year  when  theatre 
management  is  look- 
ing for  all  the  help  it 
can  find  toward  easier 
maintenance  and  the 
preservation  of  a fresh 
and  attractive  atmos- 
phere in  their  interi- 
ors. One  theatre  hav- 
ing problems  represen- 
tative of  the  majority, 
and  which  have  just 
been  solved,  may  serve  to  point  the  way 
for  others.  Because  the  solution  to  the 
particular  difficulties  of  this  house  were 
more  hard-headedly  practical  than  is  usu- 
ally required  of  a decorating  job,  we  hope 
a detailed  description  and  analysis  will 
be  of  help  to  others  in  the  same  position. 


Our  case  in  point  is  the  Lyric  Theatre, 
of  Blue  Island,  Illinois,  owned  by  Publix- 
Great  States,  with  remodeling  under  super- 
vision of  Claude  Rubens.  This  house  serves 
a community  heavily  charged  with  war 
work,  and  what  with  staggered  work  shifts 
and  show  hours  extended  to  accommodate 
the  workers,  the  theatre  was  getting  ac- 
celerated wear.  Also,  the  house  is  small 
and  the  continuous  holdout  crowds  in  its 
lobby  surged  against  the  walls  so  that 
extra  handling  and  soil  were  inevitable. 
Inasmuch  as  the  crowded  conditions 
couldn’t  be  alleviated,  it  was  necessary  to 
accommodate  the  decoration  to  the  condi- 
tions in  a most  practical  manner. 


ids 


skills  and  techniques.  In  final  importance, 
the  actual  application  of  paint  to  sur- 
faces is  perhaps  the  least  of  the  factors 
involved  in  theatre  decoration. 

This  theatre  is  now  in  a position  to  offer 
its  often  bone-weary  war-worker  patrons 
its  best  in  an  atmosphere  of  pleasurable 
stimulation,  cleanliness,  and  a fresh  charm 
that  is  relaxing  in  itself.  What’s  more, 
being  decoratively  geared  to  this  condition, 
constant  overflow  crowds  bring  no  further 
deterioration;  just  the  welcome  jingle  of 
more  money  in  the  box-office. 

Subscription  System 

Plan  for  Television 

In  a recent  statement,  J.  J.  Nance,  vice- 
president  of  Zenith  Radio  Corporation,  an- 
nounced that  he  believes  the  best  way  to 
create  a “boxoffice”  for  television  is  to 
introduce  a “subscription  system”  whereby 
those  sets  equipped  with  a “scrambling  de- 
vice” would  receive  the  television  programs. 
Scophony  Corporation  of  America  has  sur- 
veyed the  possibility  of  creating  a “box- 
office”  for  television  and  considers  this 
method  as  providing  an  additional  source 
of  revenue  for  major  film  distributors. 
Arthur  Levey,  president  of  Scophony, 
stated  that  subscription  radio,  utilizing  the 
exclusive  scrambling  device  would  enable 
the  television  broadcaster  to  accurately 
gauge  the  size  of  his  audience.  “We  believe 
subscription  radio  probably  will  prove  a 
substantial  factor  in  solving  television’s 
economic  problem,”  said  Mr.  Levey. 

Conditioning  Controls 

Effective  Temperature 

Air  conditioning  is  much  more  than  air 
cooling  alone.  But  air  conditioning  is  so 
widely  associated  with  air  cooling  that 
there  is  too  little  widespread  appreciation 
of  the  other  important  elements.  Basically, 
air  conditioning  means  control  over  effec- 
tive temperature. 

Effective  temperature  is  what  mainly 
determines  human  comfort  with  respect  to 
atmospheric  conditions.  Effective  tem- 
perature is  a combination  of  three  factors: 
Temperature,  humidity  and  air  motion. 
Any  of  these  factors  may  be  varied  in  or- 
der to  obtain  a particular  effective  tem- 
perature, subject  to  certain  broad  limits, 
of  course.  For  example,  a temperature  of 
90  degrees  with  high  humidity  means  acute 
discomfort.  But  proper  air  circulation  or 
lower  humidity  can  make  this  condition 
wholly  comfortable  without  any  reduction 
in  temperature. 


Is  the  air  conditioning  system  and  all  its 
accessories  in  proper  operating  efficiency, 
ready  for  a quick  start  when  warm  weather 
comes  suddenly?  Better  have  it  checked 
right  now. 


ADVISORY  SERVICE 

As  Decorative  Consultant  to  the  MODERN 
THEATRE  section,  Hanns  R.  Teichert  will  be  glad 
to  correspond  with  any  of  our  readers  who  may 
wish  information  and  advice  on  decorating  pro- 
cedure. All  such  inquiries  will  be  given  prompt 
attention.  Address  your  inquiry  to  The  MOD- 
ERN THEATRE,  322  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  It  will  be  immediately  referred  to  Mr.. 
Teichert  for  analysis  and  advice,  without  obli- 
gation. 


That's  the  word  for  your  billing  when  you  use 


WAGNER  Translucent  Plastic 

CHANGEABLE  LETTERS 

Gorgeously  colorful,  with  the  vivid  brilliance  of  neon,  they  have  an  atten- 
tion value  which  is  impossible  with  other  letters. 

Beautiful  when  your  regular  marquee  display  light  shines  through  them  by 
night,  they  afford  sharp,  silhouetted  third  dimensional  copy  by  day.  That's  why 
great  numbers  of  theatres  are  replacing  their  old  style  solid  opaque  letters  with 
these  modern  boxoffice  magnets. 

4"  and  10"  sizes,  in  fonts  of  assorted,  durable,  non-fading  colors  (red,  green, 
blue,  amber  and  opaque  black)  from  76  letters  up.  Colors  go  all  the  way  through 
the  letters.  Painting  is  never  required.  Strong.  Durable. 

Illustrated  above  is  part  of  Chicago's  Great  White  Way.  When  the  photo 
was  made  five  of  the  six  theatres  there  employed  Wagner  Letters  to  exploit 
their  attractions.  The  sixth  theatre  has  also  just  installed  them,  making  it  100% 
for  Wagner  letters. 

The  star  color  photographic  transparency  as  shown  on  the  Woods  Theatre 
display  is  a part  of  the  Wagner  display  service.  (Arrangements  are  being  made 
to  service  theatres  nationally  with  these  transparencies  at  new  low  prices  at 
the  termination  of  the  war). 

WAGNER  LOBBY  DISPLAY  UNITS 

Easy  to  install  in  any  length.  Quality  steel  construction.  Attractive  white  enamel  fin- 
ish. Letters  are  mounted  on  the  bars  or  firmly  held  at  top  and  bottom  by  clips. 

ALUMINUM  LETTERS  available  for  replacement  purposes  with  those  not  insisting  on 
100%  advertising  value. 

At  your  theatre  supply  dealers.  Literature  and  name  of  neare.t  dealer  will  be  sent 
by  writing 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  INC. 

218  S.  Hoyne  Avenue  • Chicago  12,  111. 
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DUE  TO  WAR 
RESTRICTIONS 

on  manpower  and  a severe  short- 
age of  candy,  we  regret  that  we 
will  be  unable  to  accept  any  new 
accounts  during  March. 

However,  we  will  try  to  serve 
our  older  accounts  as  best  we  can 
until  the  situation  eases  up. 

KAYLINE  COMPANY 

Hollycourt  9009 

1538  W.  Jarvis  Ave.  Chicago  26,  111. 
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INTERESTING  COMMENTARIES  ON 
CONTEMPORARY  PLAN  PROCEDURE 


The  Postwar  Theatre  from  the 
Material  Standpoint 


J 

N the  November  6th,  1943,  issue  of 
The  Modern  Theatre  we  recorded  our 
opinion  that  the  postwar  moving  picture 
theatre  would  not  be  the  radically  differ- 
ent building  that  many  exhibitors  had 
been  led  to  expect.  We  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  the  same  tried  and  proved  ma- 
terials and  methods  of  construction  would 
still  be  used.  We  suggested,  however,  that 
the  postwar  theatre  would  be  different  and 
look  different  by  virtue  of  changes  in  de- 
sign and  planning  rather  than  in  structure 
and  material.  What  are  these  changes  in 
planning? 

Generally,  we  find  that  theatre  chains 
are  now  more  interested  in  building  the 
kind  of  theatre  we  advocated  years  ago. 
We  do  not  say  this  with  any  superior 
I-told-you-so  attitude.  Doubtless  the  eco- 
nomic factors  of  the  moment  determined 
their  opinion.  Theatre  executives  now 
seem  to  favor  a more  luxurious  plan. 

A Modern  Style 

The  depression  and  the  advent  of  sound, 
we  might  say,  stripped  the  theatre  walls 
of  expensive  plaster  ornament  and  fos- 
tered the  development  of  a modern  style 
for  North  American  theatres.  Recently, 
the  prosperous  war  years  have  encouraged 
a more  luxurious  plan  for  small  theatres. 
Previously,  the  owners  demanded  seats  at 
the  expense  of  lobby  and  lounge  space. 
At  present,  executives  and  owners  them- 
selves are  urging  architects  to  devote  a 
more  reasonable  proportion  of  land  area 
to  lounge  and  circulation.  Now,  it  seems, 
the  moving  picture  theatre  will  at  last  be 
comparable  in  its  proportioning  of  area  to 
public  and  semi-public  buildings. 

It  is  possible  that  executives,  being 
human  like  the  rest  of  us,  see  a rosy  future 
because  they  are  making  money  in  the 
present.  Perhaps  their  outlook  will  change 
after  the  war.  We  hope,  however,  they  will 
use  some  of  the  expensive  all-glass  doors 
we  are  showing  on  sketches  for  postwar 
theatres. 

If  glass  doors  may  be  described  as  a new 
material,  then  we  will  own  that  this  new 
material  is  one  that  will  be  extensively 
used  on  all  types  of  buildings,  It  has 


by  KARLAN  & SPRACHMAN* 


earned  the  approval  of  the  public  as  well 
as  theatre  owners  and  architects. 

We  have  found  in  our  planning  that  the 
effect  of  glass  doors  extends  beyond  the 
door  itself.  With  their  use,  we  are  now 
making  the  whole  lobby  front  a glass 
screen.  This  means  that  the  outer  lobby, 
once  part  of  the  interior,  has  now  become, 
decoratively,  the  exterior  of  the  building. 
This  gains  a satisfying  depth  and  perspec- 
tive for  the  front,  something  we  have 
never  before  obtained  when  it  was  neces- 
sary to  place  the  front  doors  a few  feet 
back  from  the  street  line. 

Favors  Visual  Fronts 

We  are  also  stealing  space  from  the 
interior  to  push  back  portions  of  the  front 
wall  to  bring  into  focus  the  boxoffice  and 
display.  In  some  of  our  new  theatre  de- 
signs we  are  including  shrubbery  boxes. 
This,  we  expect,  will  add  a natural  touch 
which  will  offset  the  harsh  effect  of  metal 
and  glass.  We  also  plan  to  use  in  one 
or  two  locations  on  our  exterior,  picture 
frame  display  boxes  of  painted  wood.  This 
also  will  help  to  relieve  the  cold  impres- 
sion of  too  much  metal  and  glass. 

We  believe  there  will  be  a definite  trend 
away  from  the  unrelieved  use  of  structural 
glass  and  stainless  steel  in  stiff  geometric 
facades.  With  the  original  use  of  these 
materials,  the  facades  of  a few  years  back 
seemed  the  ultimate  in  design  embodying 
these  new  materials. 

Now  that  we  have  had  the  leisure  in 
these  war  years  to  examine  our  former 
work  critically,  we  think  such  design  can 
be  improved.  We  will,  of  course,  still  use 
structural  glass,  mirror  and  metal  mould- 
ings, but  we  are  relieving  their  hardness 
by  contrasting  the  natural  touches  pre- 
viously mentioned.  We  believe  that  struc- 
tural glass  and  metal  will  be  even  more 
attractive  than  formerly  in  their  new 
setting. 

In  these  new  designs  there  will  be  no 
need  for  contrasting  bands  of  color  or 
elaborate  ornament  of  any  kind  except  in 
a few  locations. 

'Theatre  Architects,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada; 
members  M.R.A.I.C.  and  Advisory  Staff  of  The  Mod- 
ern Theatre  Planning  Institute. 
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Architectural 
Advisory  Statt 

THE  PLANNING  INSTITUTE  is  conducted  in 
collaboration  with  the  following  theatre 
architects,  structural  designers  and  engineers, 
who  have  agreed  to  act  as  technical  advisers 
to  the  Institute  and  editorial  text  contributors 
to  The  MODERN  THEATRE  section  of  BOX- 
OFFICE  from  their  respective  localities. 


Charles  N.  Agree, 
Detroit,  Michigan 
Roy  A.  Benjamin, 
Jacksonville.  Fla. 

Bennett  & Straight, 
Dearborn,  Mich. 

Roy  B.  Blass, 

Chicago.  111. 

Robert  O.  Boiler, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Jack  Corgan. 

Dallas.  Texas 
Michael  J.  DeAngelis. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

I.  W.  De  Young, 
Portland,  Ore. 

George  A.  Ebeling. 
Cleveland.  Ohio 

Erwin  G.  Fredrick. 
Chicago.  III. 

Albert  R.  Frahn. 

Decatur.  Ala. 

Henry  A.  Greenspoon. 
Montreal.  Que..  Canada 
Wm.  I.  Hohauser.  Inc.. 
New  York.  N.  Y. 
Holabird  and  Root, 
Chicago.  111. 

Kaplan  & Sprachman, 
Toronto.  Ont..  Canada 
Edward  Paul  Lewin. 
Chicago.  111. 

Liebenberg  & Kaplan. 
Minneapolis.  Minn. 

Marr  & Holman. 
Nashville.  Tenn. 

N.  Straus  Nayiach 
San  Antonio.  Texas 
Pereira  & Pereira 
Hollywood.  Calii. 
Perkins.  Wheeler  & WiU 
Chicago.  111. 

H.  A.  Raapke. 

Omaha,  Neb. 

Vincent  G.  Raney. 

San  Francisco,  Calii. 
Rapp  & Rapp 
Chicago.  111. 

Victor  A.  Rigaumont, 
Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

Erie  G.  Stillwell.  Inc.. 
Hendersonville.  N.  C. 
David  Supowitz. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Tucker  & Howell. 
Atlanta.  Ga. 

Wetherell  & Harrison, 
Des  Moines.  Ia. 


NOTE:  The  Institute  does  not  undertake  the 
professional  functions  of  an  architect  or  de- 
signer. Its  service  is  intended  merely  to 
place  our  readers  in  touch  with  reliable  local 
sources  of  preliminary  information  and  advice 
on  theatre  planning  and  structural  problem" 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


New  Projection  Room 

Planning  Book  Out 

To  enable 
architects,  en- 
gineers, con- 
tractors and 
theatre  own- 
ers to  pl^n 
postwar  pro- 
jection rooms 
for  greatest 
operating  ef- 
ficiency of 
p ro  j ection, 
sound  and 
lighting  equip- 
ment for  new 
o r remodeled 
theatres,  Na- 
tional Theatre 
Supply  has  issued  a new  edition  of  their 
projection  room  planning  book.  The  new 
book,  according  to  A.  E.  Meyer,  manager  of 
the  company’s  projection  equipment  di- 
vision, contains  a number  of  new  and  un- 
usual features  not  found  in  previous  edi- 
tions of  the  publication. 

Included  is  a unique  phantom  illustration 
showing  both  projection  and  sound  wiring, 
illustrations  of  all  essential  projection  and 
sound  equipment,  many  new  and  helpful 
wiring  diagrams,  floor  plans  and  a listing 
of  all  essential  equipment  and  supply  items 
necessary  for  complete  projection  room 
equipment.  The  book  is  available  to  all  in- 
terested in  postwar  theatre  planning. 

Many  Problems  Involved 
in  WPB  Brownout  Order 

WPB’s  order  prohibiting  window  lighting 
and  outdoor  electric  signs  has  met  with 
general  compliance  on  the  part  of  the- 
atres, stores  and  other  establishments. 
Plenty  of  complications  have  developed, 
however,  and  the  WPB  field  offices  and 
the  staff  of  the  Office  of  War  Utilities  in 
Washington  have  been  kept  busy  in  an 
effort  to  solve  many  perplexing  problems. 

If  you  are  in  doubt  about  the  use  of  any 
electric  lighting  device  in  your  theatre,  it 
would  be  advisable  for  you  to  consult  the 
utility  supplying  your  service,  or  see  some 
one  in  the  nearest  WPB  field  office.  Oth- 
erwise, you  may  be  in  trouble — and  pos- 
sibly will  have  all  electric  service  discon- 
nected. WPB  officials  have  made  it  clear 
that  they  will  be  hard-boiled  if  necessary, 
and  won’t  tolerate  violations  of  the  order. 

You  are  affected  by  this  order  unless 
you  are  located  in  the  Pacific  Coast  area 
(other  than  San  Diego)  or  in  a section 
of  the  Southwest  (including  most  of  Texas) 
which  has  been  specifically  exempted.  If 
you  believe  that  compliance  with  the  order 
will  entail  undue  hardship,  you  are  en- 
titled to  appeal  for  relief  to  the  nearest 
WPB  field  office.  Financial  hardship, 
however,  is  no  basis  for  an  appeal.  A ques- 
tion-and-answer  bulletin  which  explains 
many  of  the  problems  already  presented 
has  been  issued  by  the  Office  of  War  Utili- 
ties. 


STAND  OUT  in  the  "BROWNOUT!" 
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A RESEARCH  BUREAU 

for  POST-WAR  THEATRE  PLANNERS 

ENROLLMENT  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  PLANNING  INSTITUTE  3-3-45 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago  4,  Illinois 
Gentlemen: 

Please  enroll  us  in  your  RESEARCH  BUREAU  to  receive  information  regularly,  as  re- 
leased, on  the  following  subjects  for  Post-War  Theatre  Planning: 

□ Architectural  Service 

□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Building  Materials 

□ Decorating 


□ Floor  Coverings 

□ Glass  Products 

□ Lighting  Equipment 

□ Plastic  Products 

□ Projection  Equipment 


□ Screens 

□ Seating 

O Sound  Equipment 

□ Television 

□ Other  Subjects: 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity 

Address  


In  these  times  of  conservation,  don’t 
overload  air  conditioning  equipment.  Main- 
tain a slightly  higher  temperature  and  the 
difference  will  hardly  be  noted  by  your 
patrons;  but  a power  savings  and  equip- 
ment conservation  will  result. 


City 


State 


Signed 


(Owner-Manager) 
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Dear  Subscriber:  Please  put  a marker  here  and  pass  this  issue  on  to  Projection  Room 


Case  oi  Who  Done  It? 


by  THE  CONDUCTOR 


anything  yet;  but  when  you  say  the  exhibi- 
tor is  to  blame,  you  are  right;  he  is.  But 
when  he  can  get  an  ‘operator’  for  $12  a 
week,  what  do  you  expect?  Yes.  $12  a 
week.  And  that  salary  is  being  paid  not 
by  a small  200-seat  independent  house, 
but  by  a large  circuit  of  50  theatres. 

“The  exhibitors’  cry  is  ‘we  can’t  get  good 
operators!’  No,  you  can't,  and  won’t  when 
cafe  dishwashers  are  getting  $35  and  meals 
and  no  experience  and  you  offer  an  ex- 
perienced projectionist  anywhere  from  $12 
to  $25  a week!  I am  speaking  from  experi- 
ence and  have  letters  in  my  possession  of- 
fering a salary  of  $18  a week — ‘must  be 
experienced!’ 

“What  we  need  to  cut  down  film  damage 
is  a National  law  demanding  that  every 
operator  pass  an  examination  to  obtain  a 
license,  and  I mean  an  examination  as  is 
required  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Chicago,  to  weed  out  these  misfits  who 
have  no  business  being  in  the  booth.  If 
such  a law  were  enacted,  I am  willing  to 
bet  a month’s  salary  that  film  damage 
would  be  cut  down  to  nil.  You  can  say  what 
you  like  about  worn-out  equipment  caus- 


Charges and  Countercharges  in 


EAR  YE!  Hear  Ye!  After  a brief 
recess  to  get  its  bearings  and  repair  its 
fences  the  Cine'  Clinic’s  Court  of  Human 
Relations  is  now  again  in  session.  Check 
your  side  arms,  gents,  and  take  the  wit- 
ness stand. 

The  issue  is  to  determine,  if  possible,  who 
is  most  to  blame  for  the  mutilation  (as- 
sault and  battery)  on  film,  murder  and 
mayhem  in  screen  presentation  and  gen- 
eral malpractice  in  motion  picture  projec- 
tion. The  original  indictment  filed  by  War 
Correspondent  Ansel  M.  Moore  charged 
that  worn-out  projection  equipment  was 
the  chief  culprit.  Subsequent  testimony 
of  many  projectionists  sidetracked  that 
charge  almost  completely  and  we’re  now 
in  the  midst  of  a free-for-all  in  which  the 
projectionists  are  slugging  it  out  between 
themselves,  with  frequent  clips  on  the  chin 
for  exchange  men  and  exhibitors.  The  case 
of  Who  Killed  Cock  Robin  was  a pipe  com- 
pared to  this  one.  But,  to  get  on  with  the 
testimony : 

Comes  now  Proj.  Herbert  James  of  the 
Valley  Theatre,  Artesia,  New  Mexico,  who 
without  being  sworn  testifies: 

“I  always  find  Cine'  Clinic  interesting 
and  look  forward  to  it  every  month,  al- 
though I have  never  written  in  giving  my 
views  on  film  damage  as  I have  found  it. 
I cannot  help  answering  Proj.  Bert  Penzien 
of  local  735  I. A.,  Detroit,  Michigan.  He 
hit  the  nail  right  on  the  head  when  he 
blamed  the  exhibitors  as  the  direct  cause 
of  film  damage.  I have  had  25  years’  ex- 
perience in  the  booth  and  hold  New  York 
State  license  and  have  worked  in  the  past 
ten  years  in  the  Detroit  and  Chicago  areas. 
I left  Detroit  about  two  months  ago  and 
have  been  on  the  road  two  months,  finally 
settling  here. 

“During  the  two  months  I came  across 
conditions  that  I thought  never  existed; 
schoolboys  having  charge  of  booth  equip- 
ment, who  didn’t  know  what  a shutter  was 
for.  They  call  it  the  “fan.”  I have  per- 
sonally seen  these  ‘operators’  tear  foot 
after  foot  of  film  on  purpose  and  throw  it 
away  because  a few  sprocket  holes  were 
torn,  and  have  seen  a whole  reel  of  2,000 
feet  ruined  by  improper  threading,  causing 
sprocket  perforations  on  the  side  of  the 
picture.  Bert  Penzien,  you  haven’t  seen 


ing  film  damage;  but  if  an  operator  knows 
his  business  I don’t  care  how  worn-out  a 
machine  is,  it  can  be  remedied  some  way 
to  cut  out  film  damage. 

"Another  thing  we  come  across  is  home- 
made changeover  marks.  I can  truthfully 
say  that  in  my  25  years’  experience  I have 
never  marked  or  scratched  a film  for  a 
changeover.  There  is  no  reason  to  do  so. 
I don’t  care  how  hard  it  is  to  see;  keep 
your  eyes  open,  and  you’ll  see  it  without 
marring  the  film.  Some  ‘operators’  put 
three  marks  on  it.  They  put  their  own 
trademark  on  before  the  first  ‘start  motor 
mark’  to  warn  them  that  the  changeover 
marks  are  due  any  second  now.  Such  ‘op- 
erators’ should  be  weeded  out  and  kept  out 
cf  the  profession. 

“Why  don’t  the  exchanges  get  together 
and  demand  that  exhibitors  use  only  skilled 
men?  It  can  be  done.  The  exhibitor  thinks 
he  is  saving  money  by  hiring  boys  to  run 
his  machines;  but  does  he  think  that  the 
life  of  his  equipment  will  be  just  as  long 
as  with  a skilled  man  in  charge?  No,  never. 

“One  thing  I have  noticed  down  in  this 
part  of  the  country  is  that  most  ‘operators’ 
are  ‘Chiefs.’  I find  ‘Chief  operator’  on  all 
the  trailer  cans,  with  their  names  and  name 
of  theatre  in  which  they  work.  They’ve 
probably  had  about  two  months  in  a booth; 
able  to  thread  up,  light  up  and  run  a show 
that  wouldn’t  pass  third  grade  inspection 
and  think  they  are  big-time  chief  operators. 
I wonder  if  these  fellows  know  what  it 
takes  to  be  a Chief  Operator?  I’ll  bet  not 
one  of  them  could  tell  you  the  focal  length 
of  his  machine  or  pass  the  electrical  test 
in  an  examination. 

“I  have  come  in  contact  with  some  of 
these  ‘chiefs’  who  don’t  know  why  they 
have  to  have  D.C.  to  light  the  lamp.  They 
have  the  impression  that  carbons  won’t 
light  on  A.C.  That  is  their  answer. 

“Then  exchanges  and  exhibitors  wonder 
why  and  what  is  causing  all  this  film  dam- 
age. You  exhibitors  know;  but  won’t  take 
the  blame.  Oh,  yes,  I know  what  you  will 
say.  ‘Where  can  you  find  experienced  pro- 
jectionists these  days?’  They  are  here, 
Mr.  Exhibitor,  and  there  are  plenty  left 
yet;  but  don’t  expect  to  get  one  for  depres- 
sion wages;  that  is  what  most  of  you  are 
(Continued  on  page  29) 


Chief  Proj.  Ritz  Miller  (under  21)  of  the  Central  Theatre,  East  Ely,  Nevada,  who  is  apparently  doing 
all  right  by  the  profession  despite  his  tender  years.  Good  looking  projection  room.  eh.  what? 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


THE 
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uiz  POT 


A CAULDRON  FOR  COOKING  UP  ANS- 
WERS TO  OTHER  PEOPLES’  PROBLEMS 


Address  The  MODERN  THEATRE.  332  S.  Michigan 
Ave.,  Chicago  4.  111. 


What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 

Let’s  plunge  right  into  the  Ol’  Pot  and 
see  what’s  cookin’. 

Proj.  R.  H.  Connor  of  the  Mission  Thea- 
tre, Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  writes: 

“I’m  back  again  with  a suggestion  to  our 
friend  Proj.  Jack  Skalicky  on  the  improve- 
ment of  his  P-38  machine.  I noticed  in  the 
December  2nd  issue  that  he  is  getting  ready 
for  a perfect  machine  and  thought  I might 
add  a little  to  what  he  has  in  mind.  It  is 
called  the  Split  Intermittent  Sprocket 
which  can  be  put  in  without  dismantling 
the  whole  machine  and  will  save  lots  of 
hours  of  hard  work.  I have  already  started 
one  and  will  let  Jack  in  on  this.  He  might 
add  it  to  his  new  P-38. 

“I  have  been  getting  letters  from  a lot 
of  projectionists  over  the  states  telling  me 
what  they  have  invented  in  their  booths 
that  will  be  of  use  and  it  sure  is  interesting 
to  get  letters  from  other  boys  in  the  same 
game;  and  I enjoy  reading  about  what  the 
boys  are  doing  and  how  they  are  helping 
others. 

“I  would  like  to  know  who  got  up  this 
Quiz  Pot?  Well,  he  has  really  started  some- 
thing, for  I think  from  my  long  standing 
in  the  business  that  the  Quiz  Pot  is  a big 
help  to  us  all,  and  I hope  I can  be  of  some 
service  to  it  by  trying  my  best  to  keep  the 
good  work  going  at  full  speed. 

“As  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Split  Inter- 
mittent Sprocket.  Well,  I won’t  say  for 
sure  it  will  work  but  I am  a little  hard- 
headed  about  some  things  and  don’t  give 
up  too  easily  on  what  I start  to  do.  If  it 
does  take  a lot  of  my  spare  time,  and  I 
think  I can  make  it  work,  I will  keep  on 
working.  There  isn’t  any  reason  why  it 
shouldn’t:  but  it  will  take  time  and  work 
to  do  the  job  and  I have  both  of  these. 
But  I would  like  to  pass  the  idea  along  to 
the  other  boys  so  that  they  too  may  get 
started  to  work. 

“Now  to  show  you  the  best  I can  by 
drawing:  but  you  may  redraw  it  all.  It’s 
O.K.  with  me.  (See  Fig.  1). 

“Be  sure  to  cut  straight  so  each  half  of 
sprocket  is  the  same.  After  this  is  done, 
place  both  halves  around  the  star  shaft 
and  find  out  how  much  of  the  edges  have 
been  cut  away,  making  sure  to  give  the 
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same  space  on  each 
side  of  sprocket.  The 
next  thing  is  to  take 
a welding  torch  and 
build  up  all  edges. 

Better  to  use  brass  for 
this,  for  brass  is  easy 
to  dress  down  and 
make  a nice  fit.  Now 
the  pins  to  hold  the 
sprocket  on  the  star 
shaft  are  made  from 
small  bolts  with  lock 
washers  and  nuts.  Be 
sure  that  the  nuts 
do  not  hit  the  film 
stripper.  After  you 
have  finished  all  this, 
you  are  ready  for  a 
try  out.  Be  sure  you 
are  alone  then,  so  no 
one  will  razz  you. 

“I  have  an  old  in- 
termittent movement 
that  I am  working  this 
out  on  and  so  far 
so  good.  If  some  of 
us  boys  can  get  this 
working  O.K.  and  can 
get  someone  started 
making  sprockets  like 
this,  then  the  small 
lads  of  today  can  change  an  intermittent 
sprocket  with  just  a little  understanding. 
As  the  machines  are  today,  they  must  be 
repaired  in  the  service  departments  in 
larger  cities  and  by  having  to  send  them 
in  for  repairs,  the  managers  will  let  the 
machine  run  as  long  as  the  sprocket  has 
any  teeth  to  pull  the  film,  and  the  cause 
of  so  much  of  cur  film  damage  today  is 
from  hooking  sprocket  teeth.  I’m  trying 
my  best  to  correct  this  trouble  here  and 
now.”  + 

Very  good  indeed,  R.  H.  Now  some  of 
you  lads  try  to  top  that  one  for  good 
gadgeteering. 

* * * 

Proj.  T.  L.  Lappe,  of  113  Tolland  St., 
East  Hartford,  Connecticut,  come  in  with 
a trade-last  for  the  Pot  and  a tip  or  two 
for  youall.  Says  he: 

“Hello  fellows!  Up  to  the  time  I saw 
this  column,  I really  believed  that  projec- 
tionists were  forgotten  people.  In  the  few 
magazines  I’ve  seen 
there  has  been  little 
or  nothing  for  the 
projectionist.  About 
the  only  way  we’re 
given  any  recognition 
is  with  the  stamping 
of  feet,  yelling  and 
whistling  when  trouble 
pays  us  a visit.  This 
column,  however,  looks 
friendly:  so  to  be 
hospitable  myself,  here 
is  an  answer  to  Mr. 

Falconbury’s  request 
for  a film  marker. 

“Among  several  gad- 
gets we  have  made, 
some  of  which  have 
patent  rights  applied 
for,  is  a film  marker. 

By  placing  the  film 


between  two  thin  pieces  of  hinge  metal  and 
pushing  a small  thumb  lever,  you  have 
made  neat  cue  marks  with  no  damage  to 
the  film,  no  holes,  no  slots  and  with  clear 
uniform  markers  on  four  frames.  This 
article  can  be  manufactured  reasonably. 
If  anyone  is  interested,  please  write. 

“With  the  use  of  so  many  old  films,  it 
seems  that  there  should  be  a market  for 
a good  film  marker.  However,  as  a projec- 
tionist, I’m  a tenderfoot,  so  it’s  up  to  you 
fellows  to  let  me  know.  Now  for  a simple 
marker  easy  to  make  and  one  which  will 
do  a very  good  job,  see  my  drawing  here- 
with (Fig.  2),  which  is  a simple  handmade 
device  and  not  automatic.  It  can  be  made 
of  wood,  aluminum  or  any  metal  on  hand. 
All  plugs  and  scratch  pins  should  be  lo- 
cated through  film. 

“Let’s  hear  about  the  needs  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  here’s  a tip  from  old  man 
experience:  Check  your  leaders  carefully 
from  eight  to  picture.  I’ve  found  several 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 


BEHIND  THE  TRANSVERTER 


IVEN  a definite  need  . . . such  as  correct 
and  properly  sustained  voltage  at  the  arc  . . . 

Given  an  engineering  staff  capable  of  de- 
signing a motor  generator  of  such  superb 
quality  as  the  Trccnsverter  . . . 

It  becomes  logical  that  its  manufacture  takes 
place  in  a plant  where  basic  engineering  prin- 
ciples are  ever  in  control. 

In  design  ...  in  materials  used  ...  in  methods 
of  production  employed  ...  in  precision  of 
inspection  . . .'step-by-step  basic  engineering 
principles,  time  proved,  are  employed. 


For  further  details 
consult 
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(Continuation  of  The  Quiz  Pot) 


things  in  this  area  such  as  cold  patches, 
cracked  films,  etc.” 

Thanks  T.  L.  We’ll  let  Bro.  Palconbury 
and  the  boys  play  around  with  it  and  see 
what  comes.  But  while  we’re  on  cue  mark- 
ers might  as  well  start  cookin’  with  an- 
other one  from: 

Proj.  S.  E.  Patterson  of  the  Star  Thea- 
tre, Amarillo,  Texas,  who  sketches  and  de- 
scribes his  idea,  saying: 

“I  was  reading  the  January  6th  issue  and 
saw  where  Proj.  H.  P.  Falconbury  of  the 
Rialto  Theatre  in  Plymouth,  Indiana, 
wanted  some  ideas  on  a good  cue  marker. 
Well,  I think  I have  just  the  thing  for  him. 

“Enclosed  you  will  find  a drawing  (Fig. 
3 > of  a cue  marker  that  can  be  made  with 
very  little  trouble  and  expense,  and  one 
that  will  do  the  work  just  as  well  as  a five 
or  ten  dollar  one. 

“Here  is  how  it  is  made:  Make  two  plates 
, 2"  x 3''  out  of  some  3/16"  sheet  iron.  Drill 
three  holes  and  countersink  in  each  piece 
as  shown  in  the  drawing.  You  will  need  a 
1/32"  tin  or  steel  spacer  3"  x y2".  Drill  and 
rivet  together.  Then  round  off  and  turn  up 
the  two  top  corners  so  the  film  can  slide 
through  without  scratching.  Be  sure  to 
file  all  edges  and  slightly  round  the  cor- 
ners. 

“Lay  a strip  of  film  on  the  top  plate  as 
shown  in  the  drawing.  By  binding  the  cen- 
ter of  every  fourth  sprocket  hole  and  drill- 
ing same  (four  holes)  with  a 3/32"  drill, 
you  will  have  a perfect  cuer. 

“Now  for  the  punch:  If  you  can  get  hold 
of  an  old,  small  steel  screw  driver  handle — 
O.K.  If  not,  almost  any  kind  of  a metal 
handle  will  do  if  it  is  not  too  big.  Drill  a 
hole  in  one  end,  x/2"  deep,  so  you  can  fit 
a 3/32  nail  (1"  long)  into  it  very  tightly. 
File  the  end  of  the  nail  to  about  a 45  deg. 
angle.  Be  sure  not  to  round  any  of  the 
corners  as  this  will  make  the  punch  dull. 

“Now  this  punch  can  be  used  two  ways. 
You  can  punch  a hole  all  of  the  way 
through  the  film  or  instead  of  pushing  the 
punch  through  film,  make  several  turns 
of  the  punch  on  the  emulsion  side  of  the 
film  and  you  will  have  a neat  little  circle 
scratched  in  the  film  instead  of  a hole. 

“I  hope  this  cue  marker  will  benefit  Proj. 
Falconbury  and  some  other  projectionists 
and  if  you  fellows  can  think  of  any  im- 
provements, please  let  me  know  about 
them.” 

Nice  going,  Pat!  Your  suggestion  looks 
good  on  paper.  Maybe  you  and  Proj.  Lappe 
ought  to  pool  your  ideas  for  a basic  patent. 

* * * 

Mgr.  Melville  Donner,  of  the  Kozy  The- 
atre, Granite,  Oklahoma,  kicks  in  with 
what  sounds  like  a good  suggestion.  Here 
’tis: 

“I  don’t  have  any  kinks  to  offer;  but 
here  is  something  I would  like  to  see  the 
makers  of  projectors  work  on:  A device 
that  would  automatically  cut  off  the  light 
and  motor  the  instant  the  film  breaks. 
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This  would  eliminate  most  all  the  fires 
which  originate  in  the  booth. 

“It  might  also  be  possible  to  build  a 
lamphouse  that  would  use  a cold  light  in- 
stead of  the  hot  light  we  use  today.  In 
many  instances  when  the  film  breaks,  the 
operator  is  just  too  slow  on  the  draw,  and 
before  you  know  it  you’ve  got  a fire  started. 
I might  be  just  dreaming,  but  this  would 
be  a fine  thing  to  work  on,  and  I believe 
it  can  be  worked  out.” 

Glad  to  have  you  Mel.  The  antes  of  you 
theatre  managers  are  always  welcome  in 
this  Pot.  A “cold  cathode”  light  source 
would  be  something.  Eh,  gang?  Come  on 
now,  guys,  and  tell  us — 

What  Would  You 
Do  About  It? 


Charges  and  Counter- 
charges in  the  Case  of 
Who  Done  It? 

(Continued  from  page  26) 


looking  for  according  to  the  stack  of  letters 
that  I have  in  reply  to  an  ad  of  mine  in  a 
trade  magazine. 

“And  you  exchanges!  Why  don’t  you  get 
together  and  demand  that  exhibitors  use 
skilled  projectionists  to  handle  your  prints? 
If  they  won’t  use  skilled  operators,  send 
them  the  oldest  worn-out  prints  you  have 
and  save  the  good  prints  for  theatres  who 
have  skilled  men;  or  demand  higher  rental 
from  theatres  who  have  boys  for  operators 
and  lower  rental  for  theatres  who  have 
skilled  men.  As  the  exhibitor  said  when 
he  looked  at  the  ashes  of  his  $50,000  thea- 
tre smoldering;  ‘Oh,  why  didn’t  I pay  $20 
a week  more  and  get  a good  operator! 

“Another  thing  I have  noticed  during  my 
two  months  travel  on  the  road  is  the  un- 
even lighting  on  the  screen;  blue  in  one 
corner,  brown  in  the  other;  different  shades 
of  light  on  changeovers;  blue  to  white  and 
vice  versa;  abrupt  changeovers  between 
pictures,  cutting  off  the  music  before  it  has 
played  out;  white  screens,  black-outs,  out 
of  focus — continually.  One  doesn’t  have  to 
go  up  in  the  booth  and  find  out  what  is 
wrong  or  what  kind  of  operator  is  in  charge. 
I could  go  on  and  tell  you  some  things  that 
I have  seen  that  you  wouldn’t  believe,  and 
I can’t  figure  out  how  they  get  by  with  it. 
Maybe  the  exhibitor  doesn’t  know  how  a 
picture  should  look.  I could  never  get  by 
with  such  crummy  picture  presentation.” 

Herb,  you’re  a hard  guy.  But  we’d  guess 
you’ve  got  something  that  applies  in  a good 
many  cases.  But,  Step  Down  now,  and 
somewhat  in  rebuttal  we’ll  put  on  the  stand 
a “Chief  Projectionist”  from  your  neigh- 
boring state,  who  would  seem  to  refute 
your  charge  that  young  blood  should  be 
barred  from  the  projection  room. 

Proj.  Ritz  Miller  of  East  Ely,  Nevada, 
who  registers  as  Chief  Projectionist  of  the 
Central  Theatre,  deposes: 

“It  was  stated  in  your  last  issues  of  The 
Modern  Theatre,  that  as  long  as  the  boys 
kept  passing  the  ammunition  you  would 

(Continued  on  following  page) 


YOU  may  not  go  all  out  for  the  mailman 
who  brings  your  Theatre  Television 
Handbook  — hut  you  will  be  vitally  inter- 
ested in  learning  the  what,  how  and  why 
of  theatre  television  from  the  booklet’s 
timely  articles  and  discussions. 

The  Handbook  was  designed  for 
projectionists,  hut  also  contains  news  of 
television  developments  of  interest  to 
exhibitors  and  theatre  managers  — such 
as  television  reception  and  large- 
screen  projection.  There  are  chapters 
dealing  with  the  commercial  possi- 
bilities of  television,  handling  of 
programs,  audience  response. 


RCA’s  television  experience  is  hacked 
by  a quarter  century  in  the  field  of  elec- 
tronics and  includes  television  installa- 
tions at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  in 
1939,  and  demonstration  large-screen 
television  projection  at  the  New  Yorker 
Theatre  in  1941.  This  new  book  is 
offered  by  the  RCA  Service  Company 
as  an  aid  to  projectionists  and  exhibitors 
in  preparing  for  the  advent  of  theatre 
television. 

Send  for  your  free  copy,  today! 
Address:  RCA  Service  Company, 
Inc.,  Box  70-176H  Camden,  New 
Jersey. 


RCA  SERVICE  COMPANY,  INC. 

A Radio  Corporation  of  America  Subsidiary 


FREE!  NEW  BOOK  ON 
THEATRE  TELEVISION 


Don’t  wait — get  your  copy  of  this  in- 
formative book  on  Theatre  Tele- 
vision right  away.  No  obligation. 


RCA  SERVICE  CO.,  Inc.,  Boxl70-176H,  Camden,  N.  J.* 


jj  Name 

f Theatre 

I Are  you:  Manager? Projectionist?... 

« Address 

I City State 

I 


70-6436-176 


! MW  THCATRE  EQUIPMENT ! 


MODEL  NS-40  THE  ALL  “N”  ONE  JOB 
35  M/M  REWINDER 

This  is  a new  model  for  adaptation  to  a motor  drive.  The 
live  end  is  fitted  with  a special  shaft  and  a 10-inch  pulley. 
A special  feature  is  the  auxiliary  “Snap-On"  handle  that 
instantly  converts  it  into  a hand  rewinder.  More  econom- 
ical too,  BECAUSE  THERE  ARE  NO  GEARS  TO  WEAR  OUT. 

Be  sure  to  send  for  complete  descriptive  folder  W.  C.  14. 
Mention  your  dealer's  name. 


1 1 1 ENZEL  PROJECTOR  COMPANY 

lAJ  2SQ5-I9  S.5TATE  ST.  CHICAGO  lb,  I LL . 
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Interchangeable.  Guaranteed  accuracy  assures 
trouble-free  installation.  Available  through  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Equipment  Dealers  everywhere. 


AT  1942  CEILING  PRICES  ...  A limited 
quantity  of  brand  new  blowers  are  now 
available  to  replace  your  worn-out,  obso- 
lete or  broken-down  fans  or  blowers.  Pre- 
war heavy  gauge  steel  construction.  Com- 
plete with  drives.  Will  pleasantly  cool  and 
ventilate  the  theatre  with  100%  fresh  air 
every  2V2  to  3 minutes  when  proper  size 
is  installed. 

MAT  TYPE  AIR  WASHERS 
also  available  from  $115.00 

To  avoid  unnecessary  delay,  mark  your 
order  "AA5  MRO  CMP5"  and  send  it  NOW. 
Theatres  may  issue  this  priority  for  main- 
tenance, repair  or  operation. 

Write  for  Special  Air  Conditioning  Folder. 


Standard  UuUum 


With 

Approx. 

C.F.M. 

Rebuilt 

Shpg. 

Output 

•Motor 

Weight 

5,500 

$106.50 

300 

8,500 

143.50 

375 

11.000 

190.75 

425 

13.500 

230.00 

500 

22.500 

290.00 

575 

27,500 

342.00 

700 

* All  motors  in  perfect  working  condi- 
tion, guaranteed  1 yr. 

If  no  motor  wanted,  the  ceiling  price 
will  be  allowed. 


S.  0.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  C0RP. 


449  WEST  42nd  STREET 


LOngacre  3-4040 


NEW  YORK  18,  N.  Y. 


Pre-Season  Special! 

Brand  New 

BLOWERS 


Order  Now  in  Time  for  This 
Summer’s  Cooling! 


6 to  8 week  delivery  direct  from  factory 


Charges  and  Counter- 
charges in  the  Case  of 
Who  Done  It? 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


continue  the  Cine'  Clinic.  I have  several 
things  I would  like  to  say. 

“I  have  been  following  you  for  the  past 
year  and  find  it  even  more  interesting  than 
the  funny  papers.  I do  not  believe  that  the 
theatres  where  some  of  the  film  damage  is 
coming  from  are  really  getting  a chance  to 
read  the  Cine'  Clinic,  or  else  they  are  de- 
liberately ignoring  it.  (Come,  come  now, 
Ritzy;  who  could  ignore  us). 

“I  am  one  of  the  young  motion  picture 
machine  operators,  under  21,  that  has 
taken  an  interest  in  my  job.  I have  read 
over  your  articles  in  the  Clinic  and  part 
of  what  I would  like  to  say  has  been  men- 
tioned at  sometime  before  in  your  past 
issues. 

“First  of  all,  I am  a senior  in  high  school 
here  and  have  been  in  full  charge  of  run- 
ning all  films  at  school  for  the  past  two 
and  one-half  years.  I have  trained  many 
other  boys  to  run  the  machines  for  me  and 
I can  easily  tell  if  a person  is  interested  in 
learning  the  trade.  I have  a 16mm  camera 
of  my  own  and  have  taken  many  of  the 
pictures  shown  at  school. 

“I  have  also  been  working  at  the  Central 
Theatre  in  Ely  for  the  past  two  years,  and 
have  found  it  very  interesting  and  even 
exciting  at  times.  There  were  several  rea- 
sons why  I wanted  to  learn  the  trade.  One 
was  that  I always  liked  the  music  that  went 
with  the  ‘March  of  Time,’  and  sometimes 
the  projectionist  would  cut  the  last  few 
notes  off  at  the  end  of  the  reel.  I didn’t 
like  that  and  wanted  to  know  why  it  hap- 
pened. I was  only  sixteen  years  old  at  the 
time.  Another  reason  was  because  I had 
my  own  camera  set  and  was  interested  in 
knowing  how  the  ones  at  the  theatre  were 
run.  Besides,  I liked  machinery. 

“Finally,  the  time  came,  so  I asked  for 
the  job,  which  I got.  I began  to  work  at 
the  Central  Theatre,  which  was  running 
only  one  show  a night,  for  50c  a night  as 
a projectionist’s  helper.  It  was  about  six 
months  before  I began  to  take  over  the 
projection  room,  when  the  former  operator 
was  promoted  to  a better  job. 

“This  theatre  was  new  and  well-planned 
before  it  was  built  and  the  projection  room 
is  about  15  x 25  square  feet.  It  has  all  new 
equipment  with  Motiograph  machines, 
Brenkert  lamps,  R.C.A.  sound,  work 
benches,  etc.,  and  a separate  room  for  the 
generator. 

“I  have  had  very  little  trouble  with  the 
equipment  itself;  except  for  a tube  burning 
out  or  a Victory  carbon  burning  in  two, 
etc.,  which  was  due  to  the  power  supply 
here  in  town. 

“The  machines  are  cleaned  out  thor- 
oughly every  three  months  with  denatured 
alcohol  from  top  to  bottom;  except  the 
sound  system,  and  I clean  the  lamphouses 
with  a powerful  vacuum  cleaner  furnished 
by  the  theatre  for  this  purpose.  The  aper- 
ture plate  is  cleaned  with  cloth  after  each 
reel  is  run. 

“About  every  three  months  a new  print 
which  has  been  run  in  the  machine  for  the 
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first  time  is  inspected  by  hand.  This  way 
I am  able  to  tell  if  the  machines  are 
scratching  the  film  or  damaging  it.  There 
have  been  many  first,  second,  and  third- 
run  films  shown  here  and  I have  found 
many  prints  that  would  never  pass  my 
inspection. 

“After  having  made  a number  of  mis- 
takes and  cutting  up  about  seventy-five 
feet  of  film  during  some  of  the  exciting 
moments  that  I have  worked  there,  I 
wanted  to  know  why  things  like  this  hap- 
pened. I was  told  several  times  that  the 
film  exchanges  were  short  of  help,  etc., 
and  when  a film  would  break  in  the  ma- 
chine I tried  to  determine  the  cause,  and 
you  would  be  surprised  to  know  some  of 
the  things  I have  found  that  caused  film 
to  pile  up  in  the  machine. 

“Once  I found  a piece  of  fine  thread 
caught  among  the  sprocket  holes  after  the 
film  had  piled  up  in  the  machine.  How 
the  thread  got  there  I don’t  know.  An- 
other time,  I received  a Universal  cartoon 
with  at  least  a hundred  splices  in  it.  I be- 
gan to  run  it  one  night  and  got  as  far  as 
the  title  when  it  piled  up  in  the  machine. 
Before  it  could  be  stopped  the  heat  burned 
a hole  in  the  film.  The  cause  of  it  was 
that  every  sprocket  hole  in  the  entire  film 
had  a small  nick  in  it,  and  the  edges  were 
torn,  and  at  this  particular  spot  there  were 
no  sprocket  holes.  I patched  it  up  and  tried 
to  run  it  through  again  only  to  get  about 
50  feet  further  when  damaged  sprocket 
holes  again  appeared.  After  examining  it 
at  the  work  bench,  and  making  about  fif- 
teen splices  in  the  film  it  still  broke.  It 
was  in  such  a bad  condition  I could  not 
run  it,  but  tried  it  out  again  after  the  main 


show.  That  was  one  film  the  exchange  cer- 
tainly did  not  inspect,  and  it  was  shipped 
back  the  next  day  with  a note  in  the  can. 

“Last  September  my  employer  took  me 
to  Salt  Lake  City  for  a week’s  vacation  and 
to  show  me  the  film  exchanges  so  I could 
actually  see  who  was  inspecting  and  han- 
dling the  film,  etc.  I talked  with  a number 
of  the  employes  there,  asking  them  in  what 
condition  the  film  I had  run  was  being  re- 
turned in  and  discussed  many  other  things 
with  them.  At  one  time  I had  received  a 
two-reel  Warners’  Featurette  and  had  to 
take  a hammer  to  get  the  lock  open.  It 
took  three  persons  to  open  the  container 
and  I finally  had  to  put  it  in  a vice  so  my 
helper  and  I could  pull  the  reel  out  with 
a pair  of  pliers.  And  it  was  no  fun  putting 
it  back  in  the  container  either. 

“I  decided  to  ask  the  fellow,  who  was  in 
charge  of  Warner’s  shipping  department, 
why  this  was  so.  He  told  me  that  the  film 
container  was  in  good  condition  when  it 
left  there  and  it  must  have  been  dam- 
aged while  being  shipped  to  its  destina- 
tion. He  told  me  that  the  film  cans  are 
just  thrown  in  on  the  concrete  floor  like 
paper  boxes,  and  after  seeing  a few  flying 
in  the  door,  banging  against  others,  I had 
nothing  else  to  say.  When  a large  five-reel 
can  is  banged  against  a little  one-reel  can, 
how  can  a person  expect  them  to  last  very 
long?  If  a shipping  can  is  in  good  condi- 
tion so  that  the  reel  will  easily  slide  out. 
and  if  the  reel  would. have  the  new  plastic 
bands  on  them  that  have  recently  been 
mentioned,  then  I can  see  no  reason  for  the 
film  edges  being  damaged  during  shipping 
except  for  rough  handling. 

“I  believe  the  exchanges  should  get  some 
(Continued  on  following  page) 


Lamp  Capacity  up  to  1000  Watts 


For  Longer  Projection  Distances 

j 3 \:ptj  Another  GoldE  advancement  in 

stereopticon  design!  This  mod- 
ern, trouble-free  Stereopton 
withstands  constant  operation — 
heat  absorption  filter  gives  slides 
added  protection  from  heat  dam- 
age. Precision  optical  system 
uses  the  finest  ground  and  pol- 
ished  lens  (choice  of  3)  . . . 

*r- — , assures  perfect  clarity  of  image. 

! FEbA™EtS!,.  ‘ AH-S’^'-We'ded  C°nstr„."on  , Sh()ws  standard  3 ,/4  , x V slid|s> 

1 -Built-in  Tilting  Device  • Adjustable  Bellows  ; 

Ij&gF  I • Silent  Slide  Carrier  • Easy  Access  to  Parts  I Compact-Conveniently  portable. 

" — ~ Available  on  proper  priority  ratings 

through  Theatre  Supply  Dealers 
Dept.  A.,  1220  West  Madison  St.,  Chicago  7 


IjoldE  /yianufacturing  Co. 


FENSIN  SEATING  COMPANY 

~ Seati*uy  Sfeecazlidti- " 

62  EAST  13th  STREET  • CHICAGO  5 


The  Show 
Must  Go  On... 
AND  DOES 


Robin-Imperial 

STEDYPOWER 

( Built  by  Imperial  Electric  Co.) 


Not  just  a motor-generator 
but  a guarantee  of  service — 
a power  plant  with  55  years' 
electrical  know-how  and  35 
years'  theatre  experience 
"built  in."  Designed  specific- 
ally for  use  with  direct  current 
high  intensity  arcs  by  men 
who  know  your  needs. 

The  best  means  of  avoiding 
arc  power  failures  which  ag- 
gravate patrons,  make  refunds 
necessary,  and  fine  chairs,  air 
conditioning  and  good  pictures 
meaningless. 

Liberal  over-load  capacity. 
Sparkless  commutation.  Quiet 
operation.  Voltage  holds  con- 
stant during  change-overs. 
Built  in  all  ratings  and  com- 
binations. 

Your  Independent  Theatre 
Supply  Dealer  will  help  you 
make  application  for  a STEDY- 
POWER if  yours  is  one  of  the 
many  theatres  now  qualifying. 

Write  for  literature. 


J.  E.  ROBIN,  INC. 

3 30  W.  4222  St. , New  York  City 

Motor-Generators  and  Motors 
for  Every  Requirement 


with  a 
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LICENSED  UNDER  U S. PATENTS  OF 
WESTERN  ELECTRIC  00.  INCORPORATED 


Charges  and  Counter- 
charges in  the  Case  of 
Who  Done  It? 


IN  TYPE 
FILTER  CONDENSORS 
CLIMATITE  TREATED  TRANSFORMERS  AND 
CHOKES-CAUBRATED  STEP-TYPE  VOLUME  C0NTR0L- 
AND  MANY  OTHER  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES 


HIGH  QUALITY 
BRILLIANT 
TRUE  LIFE  LIKE 
REPRODUCTION 


TWO  WAY  HORN  SYSTEMS 


PERFECT 

REPRODUCTION 


PERFECT 

DISTRIBUTION 


LIGHT  mfiSTER 


ONE  KILOWATT 
PROJECTION  ARC  LAMPS 


SOUND  MASTER 

PROJECTOR  BASES 


THEBAUANTYNECO. 

1707-11  DAVENPORT  STR. 
OMAHA  2 NEBR.U.S.A. 


CHAIRFAST 


Securely  fastens 

LOOSE  CHAIRS  TO  FLOOR 

$2.50  Package 
JOE  HORNSTEIN,  INC. 

630  NINTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  CITY 
Or  Your  Supply  Dealer 
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device  to  straighten  the  cans  out  so  we  can 
get  the  film  in  them  without  any  trouble, 
and  by  all  means,  do  away  with  the  heavy, 
clumsy  five-reel  cans.  The  weight  of  them 
would  mash  anything.  Film  that  is  wound 
from  one  side  of  the  reel  to  the  other,  and 
then  put  Into  one  of  these  tight  containers 
is  bound  to  be  ruined.  Very  few  of  my 
films  are  wound  this  way,  unless  there  is 
a crooked  reel  for  it.  I also  visited  many 
theatres  while  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  talked 
to  several  projectionists  there. 

“I  would  like  for  someone  to  explain  to 
me  WHY  film  is  put  on  so  many  reels 
when  it  isn’t  necessary.  I have  received 
many  features  from  leading  companies, 
eighty  or  ninety  minutes  long,  on  five  and 
six  reels.  Can  someone  please  explain 
WHY? 

“Something  else  I would  like  to  know  is 
WHO  are  the  so-called  projectionists  that 
like  to  punch  these  great  big  cues  at  the 
end  of  every  reel?  When  you  find  cues  that 
are  two  or  three  times  as  big  as  the  reg- 
ular cue,  it  seems  that  someone  must  have 
bad  eyes.  If  a person  is  going  to  punch  a 
hole  in  the  cue,  the  size  of  it,  can  you  tell 
me  WHY  they  must  punch  out  all  four  of 
them?  One  can  be  seen  just  as  easily  as 
all  four  of  them  and  are  more  inconspic- 
uous. 

“Last  spring  we  received  the  Fox  film 
'Buffalo  Bill.’  If  you  will  remember  on  the 
third  or  fourth  reel  of  that  show,  there 
was  a changeover  to  be  made  that  was 
nearly  impossible.  The  picture  showed 
running  water  in  the  creek  and  a cue  the 
same  color  as  the  picture.  I had  a new 
print  of  that  film  with  instructions  not  to 
mark  or  put  cues  on  it,  etc.  I followed  the 
instructions  but  out  of  the  four  times  I ran 
it  I only  saw  the  cues  once. 

“When  I get  a film  and  find  the  cues 
in  a dark  place  and  I’m  not  sure  of  them, 
I punch  a pin-point  hole  in  the  center  of 
one  of  the  four  cues,  on  the  first  set.  This 
is  a small  hole  only  one-third  the  size  of 
the  cue.  After  the  hole  is  punched  in,  I 
take  a razor  blade  and  cut  the  rough  edges 
off  on  the  other  side  of  the  film.  I never 
mark  the  second  set  of  cues  unless  they 
are  impossible  to  find.  On  a dark  film  if 
I can  find  the  first  cue  I can  nearly  always 
find  the  second  one  without  marking  it  too. 
Most  of  the  films  I have  found  with  these 
cues  come  from  the  smaller  companies,  and 
are  most  often  on  trailers. 

“One  other  thing  I don’t  like,  that  has 
been  mentioned  before,  is  the  leader  at  the 
beginning  and  ending  of  the  film.  It  seems 
like  some  companies  do  not  take  care  of 
the  leaders.  I have  found  many  reels  from 
second  run  film  that  didn’t  have  enough 
leader  to  thread  with.  I don’t  mind  patch- 
ing a blank  piece  of  film  on  a reel  to  thread 
with,  but  when  I find  a whole  feature  this 
way,  something  is  wrong.  I would  also  like 
to  say  that  on  some  of  the  short  reels  I 
have  run  there  is  also  no  ending,  or  there 
are  perforated  marks  at  the  end  of  them. 
Why  can’t  they  put  a few  feet  of  black 
film  at  the  end  of  these  kind  of  reels  so  we 


can  fade  these  pictures  out  like  they  should 
be? 

“Half  of  the  things  that  are  wrong  with 
a film  the  audience  never  knows  about, 
and  thinks  it  is  on  the  film  and  can’t  be 
helped.  Enclosed  is  a picture  of  me  stand- 
ing by  the  equipment  I am  in  charge  of. 
Let’s  hear  what  the  other  fellows  have  to 
say.  I enjoy  reading  them.” 

Okay,  Ritz!  You  have  made  out  a pretty 
good  case  for  the  youngsters.  Court’s  ad- 
journed until  March  31st  when  we’ll  re- 
sume testimony  on  who’s  to  blame  for  this 
and  that. 

Examine  Those  Ducts 

lor  Many  Good  Reasons 

Ducts  are  the  sheet  metal  air  distribut- 
ing system.  Duct  work  is  used  when  the 
air  conditioning  equipment  is  located  re- 
motely from  the  part  being  conditioned. 
Most  theatres  have  a great  deal  of  duct 
work  and  precaution  should  be  taken  in 
servicing  this  “circulatory  system.”  One 
of  the  most  important  precautions  is  to 
guard  against  the  collection  of  dust  ana 
lint;  another  is  preventing  ducts  from 
opening  at  the  seams. 

Ducts  may  shift  slightly  due  to  sagging 
walls  and  settling  of  foundation.  Such 
movement  may  cause  opening  of  joints 
which  permits  large  quantities  of  condi- 
tioned air  to  escape  before  it  reaches  the 
room  to  be  conditioned.  Check  all  ducts 
for  opened  joints  and  tighten  wherever 
possible.  They  should  also  be  cleaned  out 
at  intervals  so  that  dust  and  lint  will  not 
accumulate  and  restrict  air  flow  within 
the  duct.  Cleaning  of  ducts  is  also  a pre- 
caution against  fire. 


Conserve,  Salvage,  Eliminate  Waste. 
This  slogan  becomes  more  important  as 
time  goes  by.  New  equipment  is  unavail- 
able; spare  parts  are  hard  to  get;  any- 
thing saved  by  maintenance  is  like  money 
in  the  bank. 


. . . NOW  AVAILABLE 
BECAUSE  OF  IMPROVED 

CiTmOM 

MANUFACTURING  METHODS 


Today,  more  than  ever  be- 
fore, continuous,  depend- 
able performance  from 
Rectifier  Bulbs  is  impor- 
tant. Improved  manufac- 
turing methods  have  made 
Cetron  Rectifier  Bulbs  a “must”  for  mo- 
tion picture  projector  equipment.  To  prove 
Cetron  Rectifier  Bulb  superiority  . . . just 
TRY  them.  Send  for  descriptive  circular. 


CONTINENTAL 

ELECTRIC  COMPANY 

CHICAGO:  GENEVA,  ILL.  NEW  YORK: 

903  Merchandise  Mart  265  W.  14th  St. 
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Simplex  Projector  aids  March  of  Dimes. 
That’s  what  happened  when  Loew’s,  Inc., 
and  National  Theatre  Supply  collaborated 
to  furnish  the  projector,  rectifier  and  lamp 
to  aid  the  worthy  campaign  against  polio. 
The  equipment  was  set  up  for  rear  projec- 
tion at  the  base  of  the  model  of  Lady  Lib- 
erty at  New  York’s  43rd  Street.  There  was 
a continuous  showing  of  “The  Miracle  o± 
Hickory”  during  the  campaign. 

* * Sic 

Already  a four-time  “E”  award  winner, 
DeVry  Corporation  of  Chicago  has  receiver 
further  official  endorsement  in  the  form 
of  a new  government  contract  for  motion 
picture  and  sound  equipment  for  the  U.  S. 
Navy  and  Marine  Corps.  The  equipment, 
is  to  be  used  for  combined  training  and 
entertainment  purposes  and  is  additional 
to  the  specialized  “hush-hush”  training 
equipment  DeVry  has  been  building  for  the 
synthetic  training  program  of  the  Bureau 
of  Aeronautics,  U.S.N. 

* * * 

W.  V.  Wolfe,  manager  of  RCA  Victor’s 
Hollywood  Film  Recording  Studios,  has 
contributed  an  articles  for  the  1944  edition 
of  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica  on 
the  subject  of  “Technical  Progress  in 
Sound  Equipment.”  Mr.  Wolfe’s  article 
presents  the  technical  developments  in  the 
motion  picture  industry  during  the  year 
1944,  and  covers  the  subjects  of  war  stand- 
ards, 16mm  film,  color  photography,  film 
and  television. 

* * * 

Altec  Service  Corporation  announces  the 
appointment  of  R.  E.  Pierce  as  Branch 
Manager,  Detroit,  reporting  to  F.  C.  Dick- 
ely,  Detroit  District  Manager.  Mr.  Pierce, 
a graduate  of  General  Electric  Engineering 
School,  has  served  in  various  engineering 
capacities  for  Altec  and  goes  to  his  post 
from  that  company’s  Electronic  Division, 
where  he  has  been  installation  supervisor 
of  technical  apparatus  for  use  of  the  Armed 
Forces. 

* * * 

J.  L.  Fields,  formerly  assistant  chief  of 
sales  and  operations  in  the  Hollywood  Plant 
of  RCA  Victor,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
staff  of  RCA  Mexicana,  S.  A.,  as  technical 
consultant  to  RCA  film  sound  recording 
licensees  in  Mexico.  Associated  with  the 
company  in  Hollywood  since  1936,  Mr. 
Fields  takes  with  him  a wealth  of  experi- 
ence in  the  film  recording  field. 

* * * 

Appointment  of  Raymond  R.  Hudson  as 
sales  representative  for  RCA  16mm  equip- 
ment in  the  eastern  region  has  been  an- 
nounced by  M.  F.  Blackeslee,  New  York 
regional  manager.  Mr.  Hudson  has  had 
broad  experience  in  the  industrial  field  of 
visual  education  as  well  as  audio-visual 
education. 

* * * 

The  old-timers  with  National  Carbon 


Company,  Inc.,  have  been  “upped”  recent- 
ly. They  are  C.  O.  Kleinsmith,  who  has 
been  named  a vice-president,  and  D.  B. 
Joy,  appointed  general  sales  manager  for 
carbon  products,  succeeding  E.  Allan  Willi- 
ford. Kleinsmith  has  been  with  the  com- 
pany since  1919;  Joy  joined  the  firm  in 
1923. 

Former  N , T . S.  Men 

Rescued  From  Japs 

When  U.S.  Rangers  freed  the  513  heroes 
of  Bataan,  they  also  found  imprisoned  with 
them  one  Theodore  Rosenberg,  former 
National  Theatre  Supply  salesman.  Rosen- 
berg, a graduate  of  Lehigh  University,  was 
building  himself  a career  in  the  film  indus- 
try, starting  as  a salesman  of  National’s 
New  York  branch  under  the  direction  of 
Jimmy  Frank.  After  three  years  in  this 
post,  he  took  a trip  to  Manila — “for  busi- 
ness and  pleasure”  as  he  explained  to 
Frank. 

But  the  Nips  nipped  business  possibili- 
ties in  the  bud — and  certainly  spoiled  his 
pleasure.  The  Japs  raided  and  finally  cap- 
tured not  only  Manila  but  also  Rosenberg, 
who,  although  a civilian,  was  soon  im- 
prisoned with  the  rest  of  the  garrison. 
Last  month  his  old  boss,  Jim  Frank,  and 
the  local  supply  company  offices  cele- 
brated the  news  of  his  rescue. 

Scatter  Rug  Theory 

Needs  Wartime  Study 

With  complete  replacement  of  carpet 
now  restricted — and  it  continues  to  wear 
out  and  show  signs  of  disintegration,  es- 
pecially in  spots  of  greatest  patron  traffic, 
many  theatre  owners  are  solving  the  prob- 
lem of  avoiding  an  appearance  of  shoddi- 
ness by  the  use  of  scatter  rugs.  However, 
to  be  effective  in  both  appearance  and  use- 
fulness, there  are  a few  rules  to  follow. 

Place  small  rugs  parallel  to  walls  and 
furniture,  not  at  strange  angles.  Scatter 

rugs  flung  haphazardly  around  a room  de- 


stroy the  unity  and  poise  of  appearance. 
Relate  the  position  of  the  rugs  to  im- 
portant architectural  features  or  furniture 
groups — before  a mirror,  in  front  of  a sofa, 
centered  at  a doorway  and  so  forth.  It 
doesn’t  really  matter  so  much  whether  the 
small  rug  matches  exactly  or  contrasts 
with  the  basic  carpet,  however  its  place- 
ment should  be  studied  quite  carefully  if 
it  is  not  to  stick  out  like  a sore-thumb 
cover-up  job.  Otherwise,  it  can  be  a 
charming  addition. 


You  have  a “playing  date”  with  air  con- 
ditioning soon.  Be  sure  this  added  attrac- 
tion is  “put  over”  with  the  best  possible 
presentation  and  exploitation. 


The  Modern  Means 

of  Converting  A.  C.  to  D.  C. 


as  a stable  power 
supply  for  projection  arc  lamps 


STRONG 

COPPER  OXIDE 
AND  TUBE-TYPE 

RECTIFIERS 

Low  original,  operating  and  main- 
tenance cost.  Quiet  operation. 


Distributed  through  leading  Independent 
Theatre  Supply  Dealers. 


The  Strong  Electric  Corp. 

87  City  P,ark  Avenue 
TOLEDO  2 , OHIO 

The  World's  Largest  Manufacturers  of 
Projection  Arc  Lamps 


IF  YOU  CAN’T  GET  THE  SU PER-CI NEPHOR  YOU  WANT 


tD<wt  T/owi  *DeaCen 


You  have  probably  been  looking  forward  to 
equipping  your  projectors  with  B&L  Super- 
Cinephor  Projection  Lenses.  You’ve  been 
looking  forward  to  the  clearer,  more  bril- 
liant screen  images  that  are  possible  with 
these  outstanding  Balcote*  surfaced  lenses. 

Now,  you  may  have  been  told  by  your 
dealer  that  you  will  have  to  wait  a little 
longer.  That’s  bad  news,  we’ll  agree  . . . but 
not  nearly  as  bad  news  as  it  would  be  if 
Bausch  & Lomb  was  unable  to  meet  its 
urgent  military  demands  for  optical  gunfire 
control  instruments.  Under  these  circum- 
stances we  feel  that  you  won’t  mind  this 
extra  wait  . . . and  you  won’t  blame  your 
dealer.  Bausch  & Lomb  Optical  Co., Roches- 
ter 2,  N.  Y. 


BAUSCH  & LOMB 

ESTABLISHED  1853 

w 


* Balcote  is  the  revolu- 
tionary new  Bausch  & 
Lomb  lens  surface  coat- 
ing which  minimizes  re- 
flections and  internal 
“flare”  and  permits  the 
transmission  of  30% 
more  light. 
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RAULAND  Visitron 
Phototubes  have  long 
been  the  choice  of  dis- 
criminating exhibitors 
and  projectionists 
because  of  their  uni- 
formity, dependability 
and  high  sensitivity. 
There  is  a special  type 
of  Visitron  for  every 
application  and  every 
make  of  sound-on-film 
equipment. 

RAULAND  CORPORATION 

CHICAGO  41,  ILLINOIS 


0 ftuiknd  R#D#R 

LsOUND  • COMMUNICATIONS  • TELEVISION. 


Lubricate  the  Bearings 

for  A . C.  Conservation 

There  are  one  or  more  bearings  on  all 
air  conditioning  equipment  units  which 
have  fans,  motors,  compressors  or  other 
moving  parts.  Some  types  of  bearings  re- 
quire oiling.  Other  types  require  grease 
to  keep  lubricated.  Use  only  clean,  grit- 
free  lubricant  for  bearings  whether  the 
lubricant  is  oil  or  grease.  Do  not  use  an 
excessive  amount  of  oil  or  grease,  as  too 
much  is  harmful.  “A  little  oil  is  good,  but 
more  is  not  better.” 

Use  the  type  of  lubricant  recommended 
by  the  manufacturer.  As  a rule  there  is  a 
plate  on  each  part  requiring  lubrication 
that  gives  the  recommended  type  of  grease 
or  oil  to  use.  Instructions  provided  at  the 
time  the  equipment  was  installed  also  in- 
clude the  information  concerning  proper 
lubrication. 

Keep  all  bearings  clean.  Grit  and  for- 
eign matter  cause  wear.  Use  extra  care 
when  greasing  ball  bearings  to  prevent  dust 
or  foreign  particles  from  entering.  Such 
dirt  may  cause  havoc.  When  bearings 
show  unusual  wear  or  seem  in  any  way  to 
be  faulty,  call  in  an  expert  service  engineer. 


NO  MORE  TORN  SEATS 


Trade  Mark  Registered  U.S.  Patent 
Office  No.  406496  and  not  to  be  con- 
fused with  imitations  with  similar 
names. 

Quickly  repairs  cuts  and  rips  on  leatherette 
seats.  Colors:  brown,  green,  black,  maroon, 
blue.  Specify  color  when  ordering.  Complete 
Kit  including  1 qt.  Leather  Coating  . . . S6. 
f.o.b.  Chicago. 


Permanently  anchors  loose  chairs  to  concrete 
floors  in  ten  minutes.  Complete  Kit  and  In- 
structions . . . $5.  f.o.b.  Chicago. 

PARTS — New  and  Used  for  all  makes  of 
chairs. 


GENERAL  CHAIR  CO. 

1308-22  Elston  Ave.  CHICAGO  22,  ILL. 


SECOND  AWARD 


A second  star  has  been  added  to  the  Ilex  Optical 
Company's  Army-Navy  "E"  Flag  "for  high  achieve- 
ment in  the  production  of  war  material"  in  a recent 
award  from  Undersecretary  of  War  Patterson.  Ilex 
received  its  original  award  on  December  12,  1942. 
Rufus  Rosenbloom  is  president  of  Ilex  Optical  Com- 
pany, in  Rochester,  New  York,  manufacturers  of 
shutters,  lenses  and  precision  optical  equipment. 
Shown  left  to  right  are  Jacque  Levensen.  office 
jnanager,  Mr.  Rosenbloom  and  Harvey  Richards, 
superintendent. 


For  entrances.  Non-slip.  Lies  flat.  Good  scrapeage  Easily  handled  and 
cleaned.  Black  in  color.  Comes  in  sheets  29"x63"x%"  Can  be  trimmed  for 
smaller  or  odd  shaped  areas. 

FLEXIBLE  WOOD  LINK  MATTING 


RUBBER  MATTING  FOR  USE  IN  FRONT  OF  EXPOSED  SWITCHES 


See  your  supply  dealer  or  write  for  prices  and  literature  on  matting  for 
safety,  sanitation  and  comfort.  Give  details  of  your  problems,  location,  pre- 
vailing conditions,  size  of  the  area,  etc 

AMERICAN  MAT  CORPORATION  • 1719  Adams  Street,  Toledo  2,  Ohio 


AT  LAST! 

t cohW«K>us  CW*°" 


You  burn 
every  inch  of 
Droll  Proc- 
e s s e d Car- 
bons. Simply 
place  the  cop- 
per sleeve  on 
the  female  end 
of  the  drilled 
carbon;  d i p 
the  male  end 
of  the  other 
carbon  in 
Droll  carbon 
weld  cement; 
insert  in  the 
copper  sleeve 
and  press 
firmly  togeth- 
er. A perma- 
nent, solid 
weld  and  perfect  electrical  contact  are  effected. 
Joint  and  sleeve  are  consumed  without  altering 
the  light  color  or  intensity.  You  can't  tell  on  the 
screen  when  they  are  burning  through.  No  hand 
feeding  necessary! 

Available  for  these  high  intensity  trims: 
Negatives  Positives 

6- mm.  x 9"  7-mm.  x 12"  x 14" 

7- mm.  x 9"  8-mm.  x 12"  x 14" 

and  13. 6-mm.  x 22"  (machined  for  adapters)  pro- 
viding 20  minutes  more  burning  time. 

Order  today.  Shipped  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  at  regular 
carbon  list  prices  plus  $1  per  hundred  for  milling, 
drilling  and  clips;  less  5%  10  days.  Welding 
cement  without  cost. 

DROLL  PROCESSED  CARBONS 
Write  for  details  today. 

DROLL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

351  East  Ohio  Street  Chicago.  111. 
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Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


A Publicity  Achievement — 

Weekly  Spread  of  Film 
Photos  Used  in  Tabloid 


DOLLARS  ON  ICE — H.  Spencer  Bre- 
goff,  manager  of  Fabian’s  Palace,  Port 
Richmond,  N.  Y.,  reports  a marked  in- 
crease in  the  Saturday  matinee  business 
since  he  used  the  above  stunt.  During 
the  cold  spell  when  kids  flocked  to  Staten 
Island’s  many  skating  ponds,  Bregoff  as- 
signed the  photogenic  lass  to  don  skates 
and  frequent  these  places  wearing  the 
oilcloth  bib  shown  above. 


Perilous  Stories  Contest 
On  Radio  for  "Perilous" 

CLEVELAND — Peter  Bathory,  who  thinks 
up  all  the  exploitation  possibilities  for  RKO 
pictures  in  this  territory,  tied  up  with  WJW 
for  a contest  in  conjunction  with  the  show- 
ing of  “Experiment  Perilous”  at  Warners’ 
Hippodrome.  On  the  daily  afternoon  half- 
hour  program,  some  three  minutes  was  de- 
voted to  the  picture  and  to  announcement 
of  prizes  from  a $25  war  bond  to  pairs  of 
tickets  to  the  Hipp  for  the  best  personal 
perilous  stories  submitted.  The  stunt  did  dou- 
ble duty  of  advertising  the  picture  and 
checking  the  listening  value  of  the  show. 

Photo  of  "Victory"  Actor 
And  Parents  Gets  Play 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. — George  Freeman, 
manager  of  the  Loew’s  Poli  here,  discovered 
a local  angle  on  “Winged  Victory”  and  took 
full  advantage  of  it.  Air  Cadet  Sherrod 
Shaw,  20,  left  home  18  months  ago  when  in- 
ducted into  the  army  and  came  back  a sea- 
soned actor.  In  order  to  prove  the  latter  to 
his  skeptical  parents  he  took  them  to  the 
“Winged  Victory”  opening.  As  they  entered 
the  door  they  were  greeted  by  newspaper 
photographers,  arranged  by  Freeman.  Both 
Springfield  evening  papers  gave  the  pictures 
a big  play. 


A Looker  in  the  Lobby 
Gives  Away  Cigarets 

Columbus — Manager  Johnny  Hard- 
grove  of  the  Southern,  downtown  sub- 
sequent run  house,  knows  the  way  to  a 
patron’s  heart.  He  has  a pretty  cigaret 
girl  stationed  in  the  lobby  Sundays  giv- 
ing away  cigarets,  one  to  a patron. 

Velma  Distributes 
Passes  to  "Murder" 

DES  MOINES — Thursday,  February  22, 
marked  the  search  not  for  George  Washing- 
ton, but  a blue-eyed  blonde  named  Velma. 
Between  10  a.  m.  and  6 p.  m.  on  that  day, 
Velma  was  in  the  stores  and  restaurants  and 
on  the  streets  of  downtown  Des  Moines. 

To  every  person  who  identified  her,  Velma 
gave  a guest  ticket  to  see  Dick  Powell  in 
“Murder,  My  Sweet,”  mystery  opening  at  the 
Orpheum  Theatre  on  that  day.  In  the  film 
Dick  Powell  is  a hardboiled  detective  who 
also  searches  for  a girl  named  Velma,  and 
finds  her  after  a series  of  adventures. 

The  local  Velma  weighs  120  pounds,  is  five 
feet,  five  and  a half  inches  tall.  Her  picture 
appeared  in  the  Des  Moines  Register,  but 
her  face  was  blocked  out  with  a large  ques- 
tion mark. 


An  achievement,  as  interesting  as  it  is 
novel,  was  arranged  by  Janice  Rentchler, 
advertising  and  publicity  director  of  the  Skou- 
ras  circuit,  who  has  planted  a double-page 
spread  each  week  in  Newsday,  a tabloid  of 
40,000  circulation  in  Nassau  County,  Long 
Island. 

The  novelty  of  the  tieup  is  the  fact  that 
the  tabloid  devotes  the  entire  space  to  just 
one  film,  the  caption  at  the  top  of  the  page 
reading:  “Newsday’s  Day  at  the  Movies.” 

On  stipulation  that  the  publication’s  editor 
made  was  that  the  photos  must  be  the 
choicest  that  can  be  obtained.  The  printed 
page  shows  the  results  of  adherence  to  these 
high  standards  for  the  photos  pack  a dramatic 
wallop  and  are  arresting  in  their  eye  appeal. 
Tear  sheets  revealed  seven  to  nine  photos 
are  used  in  each  spread. 

Another  unusual  aspect  is  that  the  various 
distributors  whose  film  is  the  subject  of  the 
photographic  essay,  received  credit  as  well 
as  the  houses  that  play  the  picture.  The 
spreads  are  published  a day  in  advance  of 
the  openings. 

The  series  was  started  just  after  the  first 
of  the  year.  At  first  the  name  of  the  film 
was  mentioned  at  the  top  of  the  page  but  now 
it  is  mentioned  only  in  the  cutlines  under  one 
of  the  photos.  This  was  done  apparently 
to  pique  the  curiosity  of  the  reader. 

Hardest  part  of  Miss  Rentchler’s  task  is 
to  select  the  very  best  photos  which  she 
obtains  from  the  various  home  office  pub- 
licity departments  here. 


PROUD  OF  THIS — Paul  O.  Klinger,  manager  of  the  Strand,  Waterbury,  Conn., 
obtained  the  above  large  music  store  window  for  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis.”  Note 
the  two  large  blowups  and  credit  card. 
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Current  Theatre  Advertising 


— Ihe  powerful  adaptation  ot  Ernest 
Hemingway’s  most  daring  man-woman 
story  is  another  mighty  triumph  for  the 
brothers  Warner... 


Its  elements  are  Bogart,  a boat,  a bottle 
and  a blonde! 


It  is  the  story  of  two  independent  souls 
living  at  the  brink  of  danger — and  loving 
every  step  of  the  way. 


Ice-eyed,  provocative,  exotic,  sensuous 
Lauren  Bacall  smoulders  thru  the  film 
like  a wolverine ...  her  “down  under” 
look  seems  capable  of  melting  icebergs. 


|l  Bacall  is  Bogart's  kind  of  woman.  She  has 
|l  it  in  her  to  repay  him  for  every  dirty  look 
||  he  has  ever  given  the  fairer  sex. 


When  she  half-whispers  “If 
there  is  anything  you  want, 
Steve,  just  whistle  . . 

YOU  can  take  it  from  there. 


GRAND  FILMS 

IN  Q GREAT  ROMANCE  AND 
ACTION-PACKED  SHOW1 


BAXTER  HODIAK 


f Sunday 

Vinner  fora 

Soldier 


Charles  Wmninger 


BOON  FOR  DUAL  HOUSES  — The 
thousands  of  dual  bill  houses  without  art 
departments  which  have  been  chopping 
mats  for  years  will  give  three  cheers 
when  they  see  the  special  proofs  issued 
by  20th-Fox  for  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a 
Soldier”  and  “The  Fighting  Lady.”  Prac- 
tically all  home  offices  prepare  their  ads 
as  though  dual  bills  are  nonexistent, 
with  the  result  that  one  picture  is  always 
given  a brushoff. 


STAMllV- WARNl* 


Wednesday! 

_ OOP.,  e,„  Zfr  ' I 


2 Biy  if4*** 


. in  a BROADSIDE  OF 
IAUGHSI  . . o BARRAGE 
of  BEAUTY  and  a 

SALVO  OF  SONGSI 


Bi  CROSBY 


and  fcow  U<y'Ac-cent-*^0'a'e 

'•oaao c* 


MARK  SANDRICH 


OUTSTANDING — This  ad  was  two  col- 
umns, 17  inches.  It  was  unusual  and  high- 
ly effective,  and  was  used  by  the  Miller 
Theatre,  Wichita.  It  would  steal  any 
amusement  page. 


GOOD  AD — Excellent  balance  char- 
acterizes this  two -column  ad  laid  out 
in  the  Stanley- Warner  office  of  Irv- 
ing Blum  berg.  It  was  one  of  four  used 
for  showing  at  the  Stanley,  Philadelphia. 


SELECTED — Above  is  one  of  the  ads 
appearing  in  a supplemental  press  sheet 
prepared  by  Paramount  for  regular  price 
showings  of  “The  Bell.”  The  press  sheet 
contains  ads  prepared  by  a committee  of 
circuit  and  independent  exhibitors. 


THE  SCREEN'S  STRANGEST 
...MOST  INTENSELY 


FASCINATING  . . . STORY 
OF  BROODING  PASSION- 
AND  BRUTAL  MURDER! 


COMING  SOON* -k L I N C O L N 


STRONG  SELLING— Use  of  Ben  Day 
and  sensational  gag  lines  was  used  by 
Bill  Hoyle  to  sell  “Laura”  at  Lichtman’s 
Lincoln,  Washington,  to  the  hilt  as  shown 
in  above  3x16  ad. 
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Zhukov  Arl  Is  Used 
To  Promole  "Bell" 

Alert  exhibitors  are  turning  to  good  ad- 
vantage a break  in  Life  magazine  on  “For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  in  an  article  on  Mar- 
shal Zhukov  of  the  Russian  army  whose 
forces  are  hammering  at  the  gates  of  Berlin. 

Used  to  illustrate  the  story  was  a two- 
column  scene  cut  from  the  picture  in  which 
a prototype  of  Marshall  Zhukov  appears.  Alec 
Moss,  Paramount  exploitation  manager,  sug- 
gests that  a blowup  of  this  scene  be  made, 
credited  to  Life  and  placed  in  lobbies  in  ad- 
vance of  playdates.  Some  exhibitors  have 
already  taken  advantage  of  this  spontaneous 
publicity  break  by  doing  just  that. 

Cleveland  Groups  Help 
"Emmanuel"  Campaign 

CLEVELAND — For  the  engagement  of  “Mr. 
Emmanuel”  at  Loew’s  Ohio,  Ed  Fischer,  cir- 
cuit publicity  chief,  and  Gertrude  Tracy, 
manager  of  the  house,  met  with  all  motion 
picture,  civic  and  religious  groups  interested 
in  the  fight  against  intolerance,  and  after 
discussing  the  picture,  received  pledges  of 
complete  cooperation. 

As  a result  all  the  publicity  facilities  of 
the  varied  groups  were  utilized  in  the  cam- 
paign. The  picture  was  used  as  topics  for 
sermons,  particularly  in  synagogues,  and  such 
newspapers  as  the  Forward,  Freiheit  and 
World,  Jewish  publications,  made  the  film 
the  subject  of  editorials  and  feature  stories. 

In  addition  a strong  radio  campaign  over 
stations  FT  AM,  WGAR,  WHK  and  WJW  was 
conducted.  A book  tiein  with  the  26  branches 
of  the  Cleveland  public  library  system  was 
arranged  for  the  book  by  Louis  Golding  upon 
which  the  film  is  based.  Similar  book  tieins 
were  made  with  downtown  book  stores.  Spe- 
cial lobby  displays  featured  the  exploitation 
at  the  theatre.  Assisting  was  E.  C.  Pearson, 
UA  representative. 

Spring  Styles  for  Kiddies 
In  a "Millions"  Display 

NORWICH,  CONN.  — Manager  Joe  Boyle 
of  the  Broadway  arranged  a children’s  spring 
fashion  show  window  built  around  Margaret 
O’Brien  in  the  local  Boston  store  in  his 
campaign  for  “Music  for  Millions.” 

A week  in  advance  two  colored  30x40 
blowups  were  used  in  the  lobby.  After  the 
opening  one  of  them  was  shifted  to  a down- 
town window  for  a background.  Also  a week 
in  advanoe  comment  cards  were  distributed 
by  ushers.  Boyle  also  contacted  all  local 
spots  having  juke  boxes  for  the  installation 
of  the  Jimmy  Durante  song  from  the  film. 
He  promoted  a counter  display,  featuring 
Jose  Iturbi,  at  the  local  main  public  library 
with  full  credits. 

War  Vet  Telephone  Calls 
Help  Exploit  Feature 

PHILADELPHIA — For  the  opening  of  “111 
Be  Seeing  You”  at  the  Fox  Theatre,  Paul 
Morris,  UA  representative,  and  Elmer  Pick- 
ard, manager  of  the  house,  arranged  a stunt 
with  local  station  WPEN. 

They  chose  five  members  of  the  armed 
forces  from  the  USO  and  arranged  in  ad- 
vance for  them  to  make  calls  to  their  fami- 
nes scattered  throughout  the  country.  An- 
nouncements were  made  over  the  station  in 
advance  of  opening  night,  and  when  the 
picture  opened,  special  telephones  were  set 
up  in  the  lobby.  Conversations  were  broad- 
cast in  a special  program  and  newspapers 
were  serviced  with  photographs  and  stories. 


Substitution  of  All-Shorts  Show 
For  Westerns  Pays  Occasionally 


Match  Shortage  Relieved 
By  a "Guest"  Majorette 

New  York — During  the  showing  of 
“Guest  in  the  House”  at  the  Capitol 
Theatre  here.  United  Artists  obtained  a 
young  girl  dressed  as  a drum  major  and 
stationed  her  out  front  distributing  book 
matches  with  ads  on  the  picture  im- 
printed. 

She  also  went  to  restaurants  and  hotels 
and  congested  intersections.  Needless  to 
say  she  always  was  surrounded  by  crowds. 

Kansas  City  Campaign 
Wins  "Keys"  Sermons 

KANSAS  CITY— Promotion  for  “Keys  of 
the  Kingdom,”  which  turned  extra  good 
grosses  at  the  day-and-date  Esquire,  Uptown 
and  Fairway,  included  24-sheets  on  billboards 
and  100  streetcar  dash  posters  two  weeks  in 
advance.  The  radio  advertising  for  the  Fox 
Midwest  first  run  was  increased  on  three 
stations.  Special  fronts  were  built  for  the 
Uptown  and  Esquire.  In  the  Uptown  lobby 
was  a mammoth  replica  of  the  book.  Trail- 
ers ran  in  the  three  theatres  for  two  weeks 
in  advance. 

A series  of  special  screenings  was  held,  in- 
cluding several  separate  screenings  for  Catho- 
lic priests  and  nuns.  One  screening  was 
under  the  sponsorship  of  Clarence  E.  Hill, 
the  Kansas  City  Star’s  church  editor.  His 
guests  were  a representative  cross  section 
of  the  Protestant,  Jewish  and  Catholic  clergy. 
Several  sermons  the  following  Sunday  used 
the  picture  as  a theme. 

In  one  of  his  talks  on  his  radio  program 
Hill  spoke  of  “Keys”  and  said  people  are 
quick  to  criticize  pictures  they  do  not  like 
and  should  be  as  quick  to  praise  such  a 
film  as  this. 


Don  Douglas,  editor  of  24  Sheeter,  the 
Robb  & Rowley  circuit  publication,  reports 
the  following  in  a recent  issue: 

"Long  ago  we  mentioned  the  possibility  of 
a short  subject  program  and  it  remained 
for  Ed  Rowley  jr.  to  give  it  a test  in  the 
Royal,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  on  Friday  and  Sat- 
urday, December  29-30.  The  Royal  as  a 
policy  does  not  play  westerns  every  week;  it 
does  play  a serial,  and  on  this  occasion  Ed 
jr.  abandoned  his  feature  picture  and  instead 
gave  them  the  usual  serial,  a Popeye,  a 
M-G-M  cartoon,  three  Disneys  and  two  Bugs 
Bunny  cartoons.  The  public  was  duly  in- 
formed about  the  program  scheduled.  The 
result:  a very  gratifying  business.  Of  course 
this  was  during  the  holidays,  but  the  unusual 
business  cannot  be  attributed  solely  to  that. 
And  what  is  most  important,  as  many  or 
more  adults  than  usual  came  to  see  the  pro- 
gram. Here’s  a stunt  worth  a try.  We  would 
not  be  afraid  to  substitute  it  for  a western 
program  occasionally  and  certainly  it  would 
get  the  job  done  in  an  A house  where  you 
have  a Saturday  change  of  policy.” 

"Window"  Guesses  Are  Put 
On  Air  at  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH— “Woman  in  the  Window” 
was  shown  here  for  members  of  the  district 
attorney’s  staff,  city  and  county  police  and 
public  safety  heads  and  newspaper  men.  At 
the  climax  a few  minutes  before  the  film’s 
end  the  picture  was  stopped  and  those  pres- 
ent gave  their  ideas  of  the  solution  on  a 
broadcast  over  KQV.  The  stunt  was  ar- 
ranged by  Douglas  Beck,  RKO  exploiteer, 
for  the  showing  at  the  Stanley  Theatre. 

KQV  was  used  recently  in  an  RKO  tieup 
with  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate,”  also 
at  the  Stanley,  which  Beck  states  was  so 
successful  that  the  response  brought  several 
new  accounts  for  the  broadcasting  station. 
Various  treasure  hunt  clues  were  announced 
at  scheduled  intervals  by  KQV  and  several 
thousand  persons  participated,  three  win- 
ning $100  war  bonds. 


SOLVING  ART  SHOP  PROBLEMS — By  clever  adaptation  of  lithograph  post- 
ers, Bob  Kelly,  Dallas  advertising  manager  for  Interstate  circuit,  eliminated 
plenty  of  art  shop  problems  when  “Since  You  Went  Away”  played  the  Majestic 
Theatre.  For  a foyer  setpiece  he  had  a pictorial  six-sheet  mounted  with  a “com- 
ing” date  strip.  Currently  for  the  huge  overhead  street  panel,  the  seven  star 
heads  from  the  pictorial  24-sheet  were  stripped  and  mounted  for  a large  oversize 
piece.  Three-sheet  panels  on  the  front  and  paper  heads  from  the  stock  posters 
cutout  and  mounted.  Hackler  Riffe  is  manager  of  the  Majestic. 
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PERAMBULATING  DIMES  BATTERY — This  March  of  Dimes  glass  jar  bat- 
tery was  used  by  Michael  Stranger,  temporary  Loew’s  State  manager  at  White 
Plains,  N.  Y.,  on  an  assignment  from  the  College,  New1  Haven,  at  the  theatre,  busy 
bus  corners  and  even  at  a boxing  match  during  the  drive.  Left  to  right:  James 
Grady,  Loew’s  division  manager;  James  Arbuckle,  county  drive  chairman;  Mayor 
Chauncey  T.  Fish,  and  Stranger. 


Glass  Jar  Battery 
Moves  for  Dimes 

Michael  Stranger,  Connecticut  showman 
lately  at  the  College  in  New  Haven,  lost  no 
time  in  exercising  the  showmanship  for 
which  he  is  well  known  when  he  arrived 
at  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  to  manage  Loew’s 
State  there  on  a temporary  assignment. 
Stranger  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
theatre  division  in  the  March  of  Dimes 
drive,  and  proceeded  to  adapt  some  of  the 
recommended  activities  to  best  suit  his  needs, 
which  in  this  case  was  the  collection  of 
dimes. 

First  Stranger  lined  up  75  girls  and  women 
from  the  Red  Cross,  YWCA,  Girl  Scouts  and 
Business  and  Professional  women  to  take 
up  collections  at  the  boxing  matches  held 
regularly  at  the  civic  auditorium  during  the 
winter.  Arranging  for  the  mayor  to  an- 
nounce the  event,  the  girls  collected  2,476 
dimes  in  one  round. 

There  was  the  usual  glass  jar  collection 
display  at  the  theatre,  but  Stranger  didn’t 
keep  it  there  all  the  time.  He  moved  it  to 
busy  street  corners  at  opportune  hours  and 
had  it  at  the  auditorium  the  night  of  the 
fights. 

As  a consequence,  on  the  opening  day  of 
the  drive  he  had  $1,600  to  report. 


Vigorous  Campaign  Sells 
"Seeing  You"  at  State 

CLEVELAND — Few  persons  in  town  were 
unconscious  of  the  fact  that  Loew’s  State  here 
was  playing  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You.”  E.  C.  Pear- 
son, United  Artist  publicist,  and  Ed  Fisher, 
Loew’s  exploitation  director,  left  no  stone 
unturned  to  bring  the  picture  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public. 

Cashing  in  on  a recent  state  hairdressers 
convention,  a coiffure  contest  was  held  in 
the  State  lobby.  The  coiffure  most  resembling 
the  one  worn  by  Ginger  Rogers  in  the  pic- 
ture was  the  winner  of  a war  bond.  Florists 
entered  the  exploitation  by  tieing  up  with 
Shirley  Temple.  Photos  of  Shirley  in  flor- 
ists’ windows  showed  her  receiving  a bou- 
quet from  her  father. 

Royal  Crown  Cola  and  Klein  news  trucks 
carried  advertising  banners.  Record  envel- 
opes carried  imprints  of  the  picture’s  play- 
dates.  The  Plain  Dealer  carried  special 
readers  12  days  in  advance. 

The  song  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  was  fea- 
tured on  all  radio  programs  with  credit  given 
to  the  picture.  And  Harvey  stores  featured 
the  issue  of  Life  magazine  which  carried  the 
ad  captioned  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You.” 

As  a result,  the  picture  got  away  to  an 
excellent  start. 

A Judy  Canova  Contest 
Staged  by  Mov-I-Land 

As  a feature  of  the  showing  of  “Louisiana 
Hayride”  the  Mov-I-Land  Theatre  in  Hope, 
Kas.,  recently  staged  a Judy  Canova  contest. 

The  contest  was  open  to  all  teen-age  girls 
and  free  admittance  was  given  for  all  girls 
dressed  to  represent  Judy  Canova.  Prizes 
were  given  for  the  best  impersonations. 


"Victory"  Proclamation 

ALBANY — For  “Winged  Victory”  at  the 
Palace  Mayor  Frank  S.  Harris  issued  a procla- 
mation urging  Albanians  to  view  the  picture. 
The  Knickerbocker  News  ran  a three-column 
photograph  of  the  mayor  with  Lieut.  Harold 
J.  Nussbaum,  formerly  with  the  Ninth  air 
force;  Ralph  Stitt,  20th-Fox  exploiteer,  and 
Alex  Sayles,  Palace  manager.  The  mayor  was 
signing  the  proclamation. 
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Air  Contest  on  "St.  Louis" 
Promoted  at  Rochester 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.— “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
which  recently  proved  a shot  in  the  arm 
to  storm-riddled  attendance  at  the  Roch- 
ester Theatre  here  was  the  subject  of  an  all- 
out  promotion  campaign  by  Manager  Lester 
Pollock. 

Railway  Express  trucks  carried  advertise- 
ments weeks  in  advance,  music  stores  co- 
operated with  counter  and  window  displays 
of  the  hit  tune,  “The  Trolley  Song,”  book- 
stores cooperated  with  feature  displays  of 
the  book,  WSAY  played  songs  from  the  pic- 
ture on  its  12:40  Club  jitterbug  program 
sponsored  by  Columbia  Music  Store  and  also 
ran  a 50-word  essay  contest  on  “Why  I Would 
Like  to  See  ‘Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis.’  ” Special 
lobby  displays  advertised  the  picture  three 
weeks  in  advance. 

Erects  a 25-Foot  Cutout 
Of  Bacall  on  Street 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— A giant  cutout  of 
Lauren  Bacall  measuring  25  feet  in  height 
was  set  up  by  Jack  Swiger  of  Standard  The- 
atres in  front  of  the  Criterion  for  the  en- 
gagement of  Warners  “To  Have  and  Have 
Not.” 

The  enormous  figure  placed  in  front  of 
the  marquee  reached  from  the  sidewalk  to 
a point  five  feet  above  the  top  of  the  mar- 
quee. “Lauren  Bacall,  today’s  most-talked- 
about  personality,”  was  the  text  of  a sign  in 
a panel  at  the  base. 

Ballet  Shorts  Revival 
Breaks  All  Records 

Showman  Joe  Jackson  of  the  Village, 
Dallas,  did  such  a slick  job  of  reviving  two 
Warner  Ballet  Russe  shorts  immediately 
after  the  stage  appearance  of  the  ballet 
in  Dallas  that  he  broke  all-time  house  rec- 
ords on  shorts. 

More  than  that  the  exploitation  was  so 
successful  that  the  entire  Interstate  circuit, 
owners  of  the  theatre,  soon  will  revive  the 
two  films,  “Spanish  Fiesta”  and  “Gay 
Parisienne.” 


Publisher  Sponsors 
"Caballeros"  Show 

HARTFORD — For  “The  Three  Caballeros,” 
Manager  James  McCarthy  of  the  Strand  pre- 
sented a special  showing  of  the  film  at  the 
Newington  Home  for  Crippled  Children 
through  the  cooperation  of  Francis  S.  Mur- 
phy, publisher  of  the  Hartford  Times.  The 
screening  netted  a column-length  feature 
story  in  the  Times,  plus  special  plugs  on 
the  theatre  pages. 

Don  Prince,  RKO  publicist  from  Boston, 
assisted  on  the  campaign,  which  included 
a feature  article  in  the  Sunday  magazine 
section  of  the  Hartford  Courant  and  a series 
of  spots  on  WHTD  and  WTHT. 

ATC  Veteran  Highlights 
Ohio  "Victory"  Campaign 

COLUMBUS — The  army  transport  com- 
mand’s Cincinnati  office  worked  with  20th- 
Fox  and  Loew’s  Ohio  in  staging  an  elaborate 
campaign  for  “Winged  Victory.”  The  cam- 
paign was  highlighted  by  the  personal  ap- 
pearances at  the  theatre,  matinee  and  eve- 
ning of  opening  day,  of  Capt.  Robert  Craw- 
ford, pilot  in  the  ATC  ferrying  division  and 
composer  of  the  official  army  air  corps  song, 
used  in  the  picture.  Crawford,  stationed  at 
Great  Falls,  Mont.,  was  interviewed  on  in- 
terview programs  on  WBNS  and  WCOL. 

A full  co-op  page  in  the  Columbus  Star 
was  obtained 

The  Union  department  store,  one  of  the 
city’s  best  shops,  used  the  “Winged  Victory” 
ad  slugs  in  several  of  their  ads.  The  Journal 
used  a two-column  art  box  on  opening  day, 
plus  the  names  of  15  local  persons  scattered 
throughout  want  ad  columns,  giving  guest 
tickets  to  those  listed.  The  Star  also  used 
a half  page  photo  strip  on  the  picture. 

Manager  William  H.  Elder  of  the  Ohio  was 
assisted  by  Publicity  Manager  Fred  Oestreich- 
er  on  the  campaign. 


Jerry  Wald  to  Produce  “Serenade" 

“Serenade,”  the  best-seller  by  James  M. 
Cain,  has  been  purchased  by  Warners  and 
added  to  Jerry  Wald’s  production  schedule. 
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Columbia 


Prod.  No.  Title  ReL  Date  Rating  Rev'a 

ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 


6425  Wedded  Bliss  (17) 

8-18 

+ 

li 

6426  Gold  Is  Where  You 

Lose  It  <16'/2)  

9-  1 

±L 

li 

6401  Gents  Without  Cents  (19)  9-22 

6421  Strife  of  the  Party 

(16)  

10-13 

+ 

12 

6427  Open  Season  for  Saps 

(18)  

10-27 

-±_ 

12 

6428  Design  for  Loving  (21). 

11-  3 

+ 

12 

6409  A Knight  and  a Blonde 

(14)  

.11-17 

6402  No  Dough,  Boys  (17).. 

11-24 

6429  Heather  and  Yon  (17). 

12-  8 

6422  She  Snoops  to  Conquer 

(18)  

.12-29 

6410  Woo,  Woo!  (16) 

1-  5 

6403  Three  Pests  in  a Mess 

(15)  

1-19 

+ 


6430  Snooper  Service  (14Vj)  --  2-  2 

6431  Oft  Again,  On  Again  (16)  2-16 

6432  Two  Local  Yokels  3-  2 

6404  Booby  Dupes  (17)  3-17 

6433  Pistol  Pickin'  Nitwits 

( ■ ) 4-4 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

(Technicolor) 

6501  Dog,  Cat  and  Canary  (6)  1-  5 

6502  Rippling  Romance  (■•)■  3-  S 

6503  Fiesta  Time  (.  .) 4-  4 

COMMUNITY  SING 

6651  No.  1 (Leibert) 

Love,  Love,  Love  (9j/2)  8-25 

6652  No.  2 (Baker)  Ikky,  Tikky 

Tambo  (9)  10-12 

6653  No.  3 (Baker)  Swinging  on  a 

Star  (10)  11-10 

6654  No.  4 (Leibert)  Hot  Time 

in  Berlin  (9) 12-  1 

5657  Christmas  Carols  (reissue) 

<10/2)  12-  8 

S655  (Baker)  Tico  Tico  (11).  1-  1 

6656  No.  6 (Baker)  Very 

Thought  of  You  (10)..  2-  9 

6657  No.  7 (Leibert)  I'll  Walk 

Alone  (••)  3-15 

FILM-VODVIL 

6951  Featuring  Kehoe's  Marimba 

Band  (11)  9-1 

6952  Featuring  Al  Trace's  Comedy 

Band  (11)  10-27 

6953  Featuring  Rootin'  Tootin' 

Band  (11)  12-  8 

6954  Featuring  Korn  Kobblers 

(11)  2-  2 

FOX  & CROW 

(Technicolor) 

5754  Mr.  Moocher  (7'/2) 9-  8 

6751  Be  Patient,  Patient  (7)..  11-30 

6752  The  Egg  Yegg  (l/z) 3-  2 

6753  Kukunuts  ( . . ) 3-30 

LI'L  ABNER 

(Technicolor) 

5603  A Peekoolyar  Sitcheeay- 

shun  (7)  8-11 

6601  Porkuliar  Piggy  (7).... 10-13 

6602  Kickafoo  Juice  (7) . . . . 2-23 

PANORAMICS 

5904  Traditions  of  Mexico  (8)  4-18 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

5710  Case  of  the  Screaming  Bishop 

(7)  8-4  ± 

6701  Mutt’ n Bones  (7) 8-25  ± 

6702  As  the  Fly  Flies  (6)  . . .11-17 

6703  Goofy  News  Views  (..).  3-23 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

6851  No.  1 (G.l.  Joe  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  8-25 

6852  No.  2 (The  Mike  Goes  to 

War)  (10)  9-22 

6853  No.  3 (Ken  Murray,  M.  C.) 

(10)  10-19 

6854  No.  4 (Variety-Mowbray) 

<9'/2)  11-22 

6855  No.  5 ( G I Janes  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  12-28 

6856  No.  6 (Vallee-Allen)  (9)  1-26 

6857  No.  7 (Mem'l  to  T.  Mix-W. 

Rogers)  (9)  2-25 

6858  No.  8 (Letters  to  Gl) 

(..)  3-29 

SPORT  REELS 

6801  K9-Kadets  <10(/2)  9-8 

6802  Hedge  Hoppers  (9) 10-20 

6803  Aqua  Maids  (9'/2) 11-24 

6804  Striking  Champions  (10)  . 12-22 

6805  Kings  of  the  Fairway 

(10)  2-2 

6806  Rough  and  Tumble  (..).  3-2 

6807  (Untitled)  ( . .) 4-  5 


11-18 

11-18 


+ 12-2 


+ 12-  2 


9-  9 
11-  4 


44  H-18 


++  12-  2 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Prod.  No.  Title  Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 

(Technicolor) 

T-511  Through  the  Colorado 

Rockies  (9'/2)  10-23  .... 

T-512  Grand  Canyon — Pride 

of  Creation  (9)  11-27  + 12-25 

T-513  Salt  Lake  Diversions  (9)12-25  ± 12-25 

T-514  A Day  in  Death  Valley 

(9)  1-22  + 2-12 

T-515  Visiting  St.  Louis  (9)..  2-19  44  2-12 

T-516  Mackinac  Island  (9)..  3-18  + 4-22 

T-517  Along  the  Cactus  Trail 

(9)  4-15  44  4-22 

T-518  Colorful  Colorado  (8) . . 5-20  + 6-10 

T-519  Roaming  Through  Arizona 

(9)  6-3  + 6-10 

T-520  City  of  Brigham  Young 

(9'/2)  6-17 

T-521  Monumental  Utah  (9|/2)  7-29  44  8-26 

T-522  Wandering  Here  and 

There  (9)  12-  9 44  1-27 

....  Shrines  of  Yucatan  (9) + 1-13 

MINIATURES 

M-581  My  Tomato  (7) 12-  4 

M-582  Kid  in  Upper  Four  (11)  12-25  + 1-29 

M-583  No  News  Is  Good  News 

(9)  12-18  + 12-25 

M-584  Tale  of  a Dog  (11)..  4-15  + 4-22 

M-585  A Great  Day’s  Coming 

(11)  4-22  4+  4-22 

M-586  Important  Business 

(11)  4-29  -H-  4-15 

M-587  Why  Daddy  (9) 5-20  4+  6-10 

M -588  ©Somewhere,  U.S.A. 

(10)  6-3  44  7-29 

M -589  Nostradamus  IV  (10)  ..  9-30  4+  10-21 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

W-452  War  Dogs  (7) 10-  9 44  10-16 

W-453  Stork’s  Holiday  (8)  . 10-23  44  10-16 

W-454  What's  Buzziri'  Buzzard? 

(8)  11-27  + 11-20 

W-455  Baby  Puss  (8) 12-25  ± 12-25 

W-456  Innertube  Antics  (8).  1-22  ± 2-19 

W-531  Zoot  Cat  (8) 2-26  ± 4-29 

W-532  Screwball  Squirrel  (7).  4-  1 + 4-22 

W-533  Batty  Baseball  (6) . . . 4-22  ± 6-10 

W-534  Million  Dollar  Cat  (7)  5-  6 44  4-22 

W-535  The  Tree  Surgeon  (8) . 6-  3 + 6-3 

W-536  Happy-Go-Nutty  (7)  ..  6-24  .... 

W-537  The  Bodyguard  (7)...  7-22  + 8-26 

W-538  Bear  Raid  Warden  (8) . 9-  9 + 8-26 

W-539  Big  Heel-Watha  (8) ± 8-26 

W-540  Puttin'  On  the  Doq  (7) + 10-21 

W-541  Mouse  Trouble  (7) ..  12-23  + 1-27 

W-542  Barney  Bear’s  Polar  Pests 

(••)  12-30 

W-543  Screwy  Truant  (..)...  1-13 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

M-G-M  SPECIALS 

A-501  Dark  Shadows  (22)...  12-16  44  12-39 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-497  Little  Miss  Pinkerton 

(11)  9-18  ± 

C-498  Three  Smart  Guys  (11). 10-23 

C-499  Radio  Bugs  (9) 4-1  + 

C-500  Dancing  Romeo  (10) . . 4-29  + 


10-16 

2-1.2 

4-15 


PASSING  PARADE 

K-488  Storm  (10)  10-23  44  10-16 

K-489  To  My  Unborn  Son  (9)  10-30  44  12-18 

K-490  This  Is  Tomorrow  (9).. 11-27  44  11-  7 

K-571  The  Immortal  Black- 
smith (10)  5-20  44  6-10 

K-572  Grandpa  Called  It  Art 

(10)  7-15 

K-573  Return  From  Nowhere  (10)  - - 44  10-21 

K-574  A Lady  Fights  Back 

(10)  11-11  44  12-30 


PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 


S-470  Scrap  Happy  (9) 9-  4 

S-471  Fixin'  Tricks  (10) 9-18 

S-472  Football  Thrills  of  1942 

(10)  9-25 

S-473  Tips  on  Trips  (10) 11-13 

S-474  Water  Wisdom  (9) 11-27 

S-551  Practical  Joker  (10)...  1-8 

S-552  Home  Maid  (10) 

S-553  Groovie  Movie  (10) . - 
S-554  Sportsman's  Memories 

(10)  

S-555  Movie  Pests  (10) 7-  8 

S-556  Sports  Quiz  (10) 9-2 

S-557  Football  Thrills  of  1943 

(8)  8-18 

S-558  Safety  Sleuth  (10) ...  .11-25 


9-18 

10-16 


2-19 
4-  8 


4-22 


44  10-16 


12-25 

2-12 

2-19 

4-15 


44 


4-22 

8-12 

8-26 

10-21 

12-30 


Paramount 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


7-28 

44 

8-26 

10-13 

44 

10-  7 

12-  1 

4+ 

11-  4 

1-  5 

44 

12-30 

. 3-23 

6-  9 

4+ 

8-26 

7-  7 

44 

8-12 

44 

+ 


10-  7 

11- 18 


+ 12-30 
44  1-27 


8-20 

9-3 

9-24  44  10-30 


COLOR  CLASSICS  CARTOONS 

(Reissues) 

C4-  7 No.  1 The  Little  Stranger 

(7)  

C4  8 No.  2 Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7) 

C4-  9 No.  3 Kids  in  the  Shoe  (7) . . 

C4-10  No.  4 Hunky  and  Spunky  (7) 

GEORGE  PAL  PUPPETOONS 

(Technicolor) 

U3-6  Jasper  Goes  Hunting 

a/z)  

U4-1  Jasper's  Paradise  (JVz)  10-13 
U4-2  Two-Gun  Rusty  (7'/2)  . . 

U4-3  Hot  Lip  Jasper  (8).... 

U4-4  Jasper  Tell  (8) 

U4-5  Jasper's  Minstrels  (..). 

R3-  8 Speed  Couriers  (9(/2) . 

R3-  9 Catch  'Em  and  Eat  'Em 
(10)  

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORTLIGHTS 

R3-10  Furlough  Fishing  (9</2)  8-25  + 8-26 

R4-  1 Rhythm  on  Wheels 

(9!/2>  10-  6 

R4-  2 Broncs  & Brands  (9Zz)  11-  3 

R4-  3 Long  Shots  or  Favorites 

O'/z)  12-  8 

R4-4  Out  Fishin’  (9'/2) 1-26 

R4-5  Blue  Winners  (9) 2-23 

R4-6  Game  Bag  (..) 3-30 

HEADLINER 

A2-11  Three  Bears  in  a Boat 

(10) 

A2-12  Yours  Truly  (10)... 

A2-13  Stuffy  in  “Down  With 
Everything”  (9)  ... 

LITTLE  LULU 

(Technicolor) 

D3-5  Lucky  Lulu  (7'/2) 6-30 

D3-6  It’s  Nifty  to  Be  Thrifty 

(8)  

D3-7  I'm  Just  Curious  (7).. 

D3-8  Indoor  Outing  (8).... 

D4-1  At  the  Zoo  (8) 11-17 

D4-2  Birthday  Party  (7'/2) . .12-29 
D4-3  Beau  Ties  (.  .) 3-  2 

MUSICAL  PARADES 

(Technicolor) 

FF3-5  Fun  Time  (20) 6-16 

FF3-6  Halfway  to  Heaven  (19)  8-25 
FF4-1  Bonnie  Lassie  (19)....  10-  6 

FF4-2  Star  Bright  (20) 12-15 

FF4-3  Bombalera  (20)  2-9 

FF4-4  Isle  of  Tabu  (20) 

FF4-5  Boogie  Woogie  (..) 

NOVELTOON 

(Technicolor) 

P4-1  Yankee  Doodle  Donkey 

(8)  10-27 

P4-2  Gabriel  Churchkitten 

(S'/2)  12-15 

P4-3  When  Gl  Johnny  Comes 

Home  ( . . ) 2-2 

P4-4  Scrappily  Married  (..).  3-30 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

E3-  5 Spinach-Packin’  Popeye 

<7'/2)  

E3-  6 Puppet  Love  OZz)  ■ ■ ■ ■ 

E3-  7 Pitching  Woo  at  the  Zoo 

(7)  

E3-  8 Moving  Aweigh  (7) . . . . 

E4-  1 She-Sick  Sailors  (6)... 12-  8 
E4-  2 Pop-Pie-Ala  Mode  (.  .)  1-26 
E4-  3 Tops  in  the  Big  Top  ( . . ) 3-16 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 

(Color) 


RKO  Radio 


8-18 
9-  8 
9-29 


+ 8-12 


10-21 

10-21 

12-30 

2-10 


44 

”b 

+4 

-4 

44 


5- 20 

6- 24 

10-  7 

11- 25 

12- 30 


7- 21 

8- 11 


9-  1 
9-22 


8-12 

11-25 


10-21 

12-30 


SPEAKING  OF  ANIMALS 

Y3-5  In  a Harem  (9) 7-14  + 

Y3-6  Monkey  Business  (8) . . ■ . 9-15  + 

Y4-1  As  Babies  (9) 11-24  + 

Y4-2  Who’s  Who  in  Animal 

Land  (9)  1-19 

Y4-3  In  the  Public  Eye  (9'/2)  3-16 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 

(Color) 

L3-5  No.  5 (10)  6-23 

L3-6  No.  6 (10)  8-  1 

L4-1  No.  1 (10)  11-10 

L4-2  No.  2 (10)  1-12 

L4-3  No.  3 (10)  3-9 


Proa.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


J3-5  No.  5 (10)  

6-2 

6-24 

J3-6  No.  6 (10)  

8-4 

44 

8-26 

J4-1  No.  1 (10)  

10-20 

+ 

10-21 

J4-2  No.  2 (10)  

12-22 

11-18 

J4-3  No.  3 (10)  

2-16 

44 

1-27 

7-29 

10-  7 

11- 18 


44  12-30 


-H  7-29 


DISNEY  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

34.109  The  Old  Army  Game 

(7)  

34.110  Home  Defense  (8) . . . 

34.111  Chicken  Little  (9) . . . . 

34.112  The  Pelican  and  the 

Snipe  (9)  . 

34.113  How  to  Be  a Sailor  (7) 

34.114  Trombone  Trouble  (7) 

34.115  How  to  Play  Golf  (8). 

34.116  Donald  Duck  and  the 


34,1 

34.: 

54,: 


117  Contrary  Condor  (8) . . 

118  Commando  Duck  (7) . . 

101  Springtime  for  Pluto 

(7)  

54.102  Plastics  Inventor  (7).. 

54.103  First  Aiders  (7) 

54.104  How  to  Play  Football 

(8)  

54.105  Donald's  Off  Day  (7) 

54.106  Tiger  Trouble  (7)  ... 

54.107  The  Clock  Watcher  (8 

Dog  Watch  (7) 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 


11-  5 

44 

12-  4 

11-26 

44 

12-25 

12-17 

44 

1-29 

1-  7 

1-22 

i 1-28 

44 

3-18 

i 2-18 

3-18 

3-10 

44 

4-22 

. 3-31 

44 

4-15 

. 4-21 

5-27 

. 5-12 

44 

5-27 

. 6-23 

-4 

7-29 

. 9-  1 

+ 

8-26 

. 9-22 

+ 

10-21 

. 9-15 

+ 

11-18 

.12-  8 

+ 

12-30 

. 1-  5 

-f- 

1-13 

!)•••• 

+ 

1-26 

+ 

1-27 

43.402  Unlucky  Dog  (15)  . .11-12  + 

43.403  Prunes  and  Politics  (16)  1-  7 

43.404  Love  Your  Landlord 

(18)  3-3 

43.405  Radio  Rampage  (16) . . 4-28  + 

43.406  The  Kitchen  Cynic  (18)  7-23  + 

53.401  Feather  Your  Nest 

(18)  10-23  44 

53.402  Alibi  Baby  (18) 1-  5 + 

FLICKER  FLASHBACKS 


1-22 


4-15 

9-16 


11-18 

1-13 


44,203  No.  3 (9)  

10-29 

4- 

10-30 

44,204  No.  4 (9)  .... 

1-19 

+ 

11-27 

44,205  No.  5 (9)  

12-24 

-4 

12-18 

44,206  No.  6 (9)  

1-21 

44,207  No.  7 (10)  ... 

3-25 

54.201  No.  1 (10)  . . . 

9-15 

10-  7 

54.202  No.  2 (10)  . . . 

10-27 

-4- 

11-  4 

54,203  No.  3 (9)  .... 

12-  8 

44 

12-30 

+ 


+ 

If 


11-18 

2-10 


HEADLINER  REVIVALS 

43.203  Romancing  Along  (21). 11-  5 

43.204  Music  Will  Tell  (18)12-3 

53.201  Songs  of  the  Colleges 

(15)  9-8 

53.202  Swing  It  (16) 10-20 

53.203  Swing  Vacation  (19)..  12-  1 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

43.702  Cutie  on  Duty  (18)  . 10-29 

43.703  Wedtime  Stories  (17)  . 12-24  ± 

43.704  Say  Uncle  (18) 2-18 

43.705  Poppa  Knows  Worst 

(17)  4-14  ± 

43.706  Girls!  Girls!  Girls!  (17)  6-  9 + 

53.701  Triple  Trouble  (17)...  9-  1 + 

53.702  He  Forget  to  Remember 

(17)  10-27 

53.703  Birthday  Blues  (17) . . 2-16 

PATHE  NEWS 
(Released  Twice  Weekly) 
PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

44.303  Stars  & Strikes  (9).  . 11-  5 

44.304  Mountain  Anglers  (9).  12-  3 

44.305  Co-Ed  Sports  (8) 12-31 

44.306  Basket  Wizards  (8)..  1-28 

44.307  Mallard  Flight  (9)...  2-25 

44.308  On  Point  (8) 3-24 

44.309  Past  Performances  (8)  4-21 

44.310  Boys  Camps  (8) 5-19 

44.311  Boot  and  Spur  (8) 6-16 

44.312  Ski  Chase  (8) 7-14 

44.313  Swim  Ballet  (8) 8-11 

54.301  Harness  Racers  (8) . . . 9-8 

54.302  School  for  Dogs  (8)..  10-  6 ± 

54.303  Saddle  Starlets  (8) . . -11-  3 

54.304  Parallel  Skiing  (8).  .12-  1 

54.305  Five  Star  Bowlers  (8)  12-29 

THIS  IS  AMERICA 

33,113  Children  of  Mars  (20)  10-22 

43.101  Sailors  All  (20) 11-19 

43.102  Letter  to  a Hero  (18)  12-17 

43.103  New  Prisons — New  Men 

(17)  1-14 

43.104  Mail  Call  (17) 2-11 

43.105  News  Front  (16) 3-10 

43.106  Aircraft  Carrier  (16) . . 4-  7 

43.107  Viva  Mexico  (17) 5-  5 

43.108  Hot  Money  (17) 6-2 

43.109  They  Fight  Again  (16)  6-30 

43.110  Rockefeller  Center  (16)  7-28 

43.111  Brazil  Today  (18) . . . 8-25 

43.112  That  Man  May  Live 

(19)  9-29 

43.113  Navy  Yard  (16) 10-20 

53.101  West  Point  (17) 11-17 

53.102  New  Americans  (19)  . 12-15 

53.103  Power  Unlimited  (16).  1-19 


± 12-25 


11-  4 

12- 16 
12-30 

12-  4 
1-22 

3- 25 

4- 15 
7-29 

11-  4 


44 

12-25 

44 

12-25 

-4 

1-22 

-+- 

2-19 

44 

3-18 

44 

4-15 

-4 

5-13 

-4 

5-27 

44 

7-  8 

44 

8-26 

44 

10-21 

44 

9-  9 

+ 

11-25 

-+■ 

12-  2 

+ 

2-10 

44 

10-30 

44 

12-  4 

+ 

12-18 

+ 

44 

1-15 

2-12 

44 

3-18 

44 

4-15 

+ 

5-13 

+ 

6-10 

44 

8-12 

44 

9-16 

44 

9-  9 

-4 

11-29 

44 

11-18 

44 

12-  2 

44 

12-30 

6 


BOXOFFICE  Sbowmcmdiser  : : March  3,  1946 


w%|CTORY 

C WTFILMS 


America’s  Hidden  Weapon.  (10).  Dist.  by 
WB. 

The  Battle  for  the  Mariannas.  (20).  Dist.  by 
WB.  Impressive.  Rev.  Oct.  7 

Battle  Stations.  (10).  Dist.  hy  20th-Fox. 
Brought  to  Action.  (..).  Dist.  by  UA  and 
M-G-M.  Rev.  Jan.  27. 

The  Enemy  Strikes.  (10)  Dist.  by  Univ. 

It's  Murder.  (10).  Dist.  by  Col.  Excellent. 
Rev.  Oct.  21. 


It’s  Your  War  Too.  (10).  Dist.  by  UA  and 
M-G-M. 

Liberation  of  Rome.  (21).  Dist.  by  M-G-M. 
Excellent.  Rev.  July  29. 

Memo  for  Joe.  (10).  Dist.  by  RKC. 

Movies  at  War.  (10).  Dist.  by  Univ. 

No  Substitutes.  (10).  Dist.  by  20th-Fox. 
Report  to  Judy.  (10).  Dist  by  Univ. 

Reward  Unlimited.  (10).  Dist.  by  UA  an3 
M-G-M. 

Road  to  Victory.  (10).  Dist.  by  WB. 

Seeing  Them  Through.  (9).  Dist.  by  RKO. 


Skirmish  on  the  Home  Front.  (13).  Dist.  by 
Para. 

Story  With  Two  Endings.  (10)  Dist.  by  20th- 
Fox. 

Target — Japan.  (10).  Dist.  by  Par* 

The  War  Speeds  Up.  (15).  Dist.  by  Col.  Ex- 
cellent. Rev.  Sept.  16. 

V-l— The  Robut  Bomb.  (9).  Dist.  by  RKO. 
Excellent.  Rev.  Nov.  18. 

What’s  Your  Name.  (9>/2).  Dist  by  20th-Fox. 
Rev.  Jan.  27. 


20th  Century-Fox 


Prod.  No.  Title  Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 

DRIBBLE  PUSS  PARADE 

5901  Sea  Food  Mamas  (8) 10-20  

5902  Good  Old  Days  (8) 4-6  

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 

4352  ©Ski  Slopes  (9) 7-21  

5351  ©Blue  Grass  Gentlemen 

(9)  9-15 

5352  ©Trolling  for  Strikes 

(8)  12-15 

5302  Steppin’  Pretty  (..)....  1-19 

5353  ©Nova  Scotia  (8) 2-9  -f  1-27 

5354  ©Down  the  Fairways  (..)  6-  1 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

(Color) 

4155  Realm  of  Royalty  (9) . . 2-  4 

4153  Steamboat  on  the  River 

(9)  3-10 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

10,  No.  12  Americans  AH 

(IS)  7-14  -H-  7-29 

10,  No.  13  British  Imperialism 

—1944  (18)  8-11  F+  S-12 

11,  No.  1 Postwar  Farms 

(17)  9-8  + 9-9 

11,  No.  2 What  to  Do  With 

Germany  (l&Zz)  ...10-  6 + 10-  7 

11,  No.  3 Uncle  Sam,  Mariner 

(17)  11-3  -H  11-18 

11,  No.  4 Inside  China 

Today  (17^>)  12-  1 

11,  No.  5 The  Unknown  Battle 

(I8V2)  12-29  12-30 

11,  No.  6 Report  on  Italy 

(..)  1-26 

11,  No.  7 (. .)  2-23 

11,  No.  8 (..) 3-23 

11,  No.  9 (.  ) 4-20 

11,  No.  10  (..) 5-18 

11,  No.  11  ( . . ) 6-15 

11,  No.  12  (..) 7-13 

MOVIETONE  ADVENTURES 

(Color) 

4203  Mailman  of  Snake  River 
(9)  

5251  Mexican  Majesty  (8) 

5252  Jewels  of  Iran  (8) . . . . 

5253  Mystic  India  (8) 9-29 

5254  Black,  Gold  and  Cactus 

(8)  11-10 

5257  Canyons  of  the  Sun  (8) . 1-  5 -|4  2-10 

5255  City  of  Paradox  (8) 3-2 

5256  Alaskan  Grandeur  (8) • • 3-16 

5258  Land  of  10,000  Lakes 

(8)  

5201  Modeling  for  Money  (8) 

5259  Isle  of  Romance  (8)... 

5260  Sikhs  of  Patala  (8) . . . 

5261  Glimpses  of  New  York 

(8)  

SPECIAL 

5601  Three  Sisters  of  the 

Moors  (20)  9-  8 

TERRY-TOONS 

(Technicolor) 

4519  The  Green  Line  (7) . . . . 7-  7 

4520  Carmen’s  Veranda  (7) . . . 7-28 

5501  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7) . 8-18 

5502  Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Two 

Barbers  (7)  9-1 

5503  Gandy  Goose  in  Ghost  Town 

(7)  9-22 

5504  Mighty  Mouse  in  the  Sultan's 

Birthday  (7)  10-13 

5505  A Wolf’s  Tale  (7) 10-27 

5506  Mighty  Mouse  at  the  Circus 

(7)  11-17 

5507  Gandy's  Dream  Girl  (7).  .12-  8 

5508  Dear  Old  Switzerland  (7)  12-22 

5509  Mighty  Mouse  and  the 

Pirates  (8)  1-12 

5510  The  Port  of  Missing  Mice 

(7)  2-2 

5511  Ants  in  Your  Pantry 

(7)  2-16 

5512  Raiding  the  Raiders  (7).  3-  9 


VoL 

Vol. 

Vol. 

l Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 

Vol. 


5-  5 
8-  4 
8-25 


4+  4-15 


+ 1-27 


4- 27 

5- 11 

6- 22 
7-  6 

7-27 


± 2-10 


Universal 


Prod.  No.  Title  Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 

(Technicolor) 


8239  Fish  Fry  (7) 

6-19 

+ 

8-12 

9232  The  Beach  Nut  (7) 

.10-16 

+ 

11-  4 

9233  Ski  for  Two  (7) 

9235  Painter  and  the  Pointer 

.11-13 

+ 

12-16 

(7)  

.12-18 

1-13 

9236  Chew  Chew  Baby  ( . . ) . 

. 2-  5 

NAME  BAND  MUSICALS 

8139  Melody  Garden  (15) 5-17  

Teddy  Powell  & Orch., 

Ray  Eberle,  Joe  Stafford  & 

Pied  Pipers,  Martha  Tilton, 

Peggy  Mann,  Jack  Palmer 

8130  Pagliacci  Swings  It  (15)  6-14  =t  6-26 

Joe  Reichman  & Orch., 

Gene  Austin,  the  Tailor 
Maids,  Hal  Derwin,  Caro- 
lyn Grey. 

8131  Midnight  Melodies  (15).  7-19  + 9-16 

Matty  Malneck  & Orch., 

Connie  Haines,  the  Smart 
Set. 

9121  Swingtime  Holiday  (15).  9-20  + 10-  7 

Gus  Arnheim  & Orch.,  Jim- 
mie Dodd,  Delta  Rhythm 
Boys,  Jean  Davis. 

9122  Harmony  Highways  (15)  11-22  ± 12-16 

Al  Donohue  & Orch.,  Jimmy 
Cash,  Stapletons,  Marilyn 
Hare,  Foursome. 

9123  On  the  Mellow  Side  (15)  12-  6 ++  12-16 

Emil  Coleman  & Orch., 

Delta  Rhythm  Boys,  Della 
Norell. 

9124  Jive  Busters  (15) 1-17 

Sunny  Dunham  & Orch., 

Carolyn  Grey,  Tailor  Maids, 

Vafesco  & Lene. 

9125  Melody  Parade  (15)....  2-14 

Charlie  Barnet  & Orch., 

Pied  Pipers,  June  Hutton, 

Grey  & Diane. 

9126  Swing  Serenade  (..)...  2-28 

Henry  King. 

PERSON— ODDITIES 

8377  Aviation  Expert  Donald 


8378  Foster’s  Canary  College 
(9)  


3-20 

+ 

5-27 

4-24 

+ 

4-29 

5-22 

+ 

5-20 

6-19 

+ 

8-26 

8-  7 

+ 

8-12 

9-18 

++ 

10-  7 

12-18 

+ 

1-13 

1-15 

1-22 

SWING  SYMPHONIES 

(Technicolor) 

8232  The  Greatest  Man  in  Siam 


(7)  ... 

3-27 

+ 

1-22 

8233  Jungle  Jive 

(7) 5-15 

+ 

4-29 

9231  Abou  Ben 

Boogie  (7) . . 9-18 

+ 

10-  7 

9234  Pied  Piper 

of  Basin  St. 

(7)  1-15 

9237  Sliphorn  King  of  Polaros 

( ■ ■)  3-19 


TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

(Technicolor) 

7110  Eagle  vs.  Dragon  (18) . . 4-  5 ++ 
8110  World  Without  Borders 

(21)  1-17 

9112  Lili  Marlene  (21) 12-13 


4-  1 


UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

VARIETY  VIEWS 


5513  Postwar  Inventions  (7) . . 

3-23 

5514  Fisherman’s  Luck  (7) . . 

3-30 

8358  Hobo  News  (9)  

3-27 

tt 

5-20 

5515  Mighty  Mouse  and  the 

8359  Fraud  by  Mail  (9) 

4-24 

5-20 

Kilkenny  Cats  (7)... 

4-13  

8360  Mr.  Chimp  Goes  South 

5516  Mother  Goose  Nightmare 

i (9)  

5-29 

+ 

7-29 

(7)  

5-4 

8361  Bear  Mountain  Game  (9) 

8-14 

4+ 

7-29 

5517  Smoky  Joe  (7) 

4-25  

9351  From  Spruce  to  Bomber 

5518  The  Silver  Streak  (7).. 

6-8 

(9)  

9-25 

+1 

10-  7 

5519  Aesops  Fable — The  Mosquito 

9352  Dogs  for  Show  (9) . . . 

11-  6 

12-16 

(7)  

6-29 

9353  Mr.  Chimp  at  Coney 

5520  Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Wolf 

Island  (9)  

12-11 

+ 

12-30 

(7)  

. 7-20  

9354  White  Treasure  (9) . . . 

1-29 

Warner  Bros. 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


BLUE  RIBBON  CARTOON  REISSUES 

(Technicolor) 

9311  A Wild  Hare  (7) 6-17  4- 

9312  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7)  7-15  4- 

9313  Isle  of  Pingo  Pongo  (7)  8-19  -j- 

1301  Let  It  Be  Me  OVz)  ■ ■ ■ ■ 9-16 

1302  September  in  the  Rain 

<6'/2)  9-30 

1303  Sunday  Go  to  Meeting  Time 

<6'/2)  10-28  4- 

1304  1 Love  to  Singa  (7)....  11-18  ± 

1305  Plenty  of  Money  and  You 

(7)  12-9  ± 

1306  Fella  With  a Fiddle  ( . .)  1-20 

1307  When  I Yoo  Hoo  (..)..  2-24 

1308  I Only  Have  Eyes  for  You 

(•■)  3-17 


6-24 

8-12 

9-16 


11-18 

1-13 


2-10 


"BUGS  BUNNY"  SPECIALS 

(Technical  or) 


9723  Hare  Ribbin’  (7) 

9724  Hare  Force  (7) . . . 

9725  Buckaroo  Bugs  (7) 

9726  Old  Grey  Hare  (7) 

1721  Herr  Meets  Hart  (..). 


6- 24 

7- 22 

8- 26 
,10-28 
. 1-13 


6- 24 

7- 29 

10-  7 

11- 25 


1722  Unruly  Hare  (..) 2-10 

FEATURETTE 

9106  U.S.  Marines  on 

Review  (20)  7-8  +F 

1102  Proudly  We  Serve  (20).  . 9-23  +f 

1103  Once  Over  Lightly  (17). 10-14  H 

1105  Nautical  But  Nice  (20)12-2  -f 
11011  Am  an  American  (20)  . 12-23  -j- 

1104  1 Won’t  Play  (20) 11-11  ++ 

1106  Congo  ( . . ) 2-17 

1107  Navy  Nurse  (..) 3-3 

MELODY  MASTERS 

9609  Junior  Jive  Bombers  (10) 

9610  All  Star  Melody  Masters 

(10)  


7-29 

10-21 

11-  4 
1-13 

12- 30 
11-25 


(8) 


1601  Bob  Wills  and  His  Texas 

Playboys  (10)  

1602  Listen  to  the  Bands  (10) . 

1603  Harry  Owens  and  Royal 


1604  Sonny  Dunham  and 


1606  Rhythm  of  the  Rhumba 

(10)  

1607  Musical  Mexico  (..)... 


9711  Brother  Brat  (7) 

9714  From  Hand  to  Mouse 
(8)  


(7)  

9712  Plane  Daffy  (7) . 


7-  1 

+ 

9-16 

7-29 

+ 

8-26 

7-  1 

+ 

9-1.6 

8-  5 

+ 

9-16 

9-  2 

+ 

10-  7 

10-  7 

+ 

11-  4 

n-  4 

+ 

11-25 

11-25 

++ 

1-13 

12-16 

++ 

12-  2 

1-27 
. 3-24 

+f 

1-27 

>DIES 

6-17 

+■ 

6-24 

7-15 

+ 

8-12 

8-  5 

+ 

9-16 

8-19 

9-16 

Bears 

9-  2 

+ 

10-  7 

9-16 

10-  7 

9-30 

-4- 

11-  4 

10- 14 

11- 25 

++ 

11-  4 

12-30 

i-ii 

9720  Odor-Able  Kitty  (..)...  1-  6 

1701  Draftee  Daffy  (..) 1-27 

1702  Trap  Happy  Porky  (..).  2-24 

1703  Life  With  Feathers  (..).  3-24 

SPORTS  PARADE 

(Technicolor) 

9508  Filipino  Sports  Parade 


(10)  

6-10 

6-24 

9510  Cattlemen’s  Days  (10) . . 

6-24 

-f 

4+ 

6-24 

9511  Colorado  Trout  (10)... 

7-  1 

7-29 

9513  Bluenose  Schooner  (10) . 
9512  Champions  of  the  Future 

8-  5 

£ 

9-16 

(10)  

11-18 

■H- 

11-18 

1501  California  Here  We  Are 

(10)  

.12-16 

•H- 

2-10 

1502  Birds  & Beasts  Were  There 

( . .)  12-30 

1503  Glamour  in  Sports  (..)..  1-13 

1504  Bikes  and  Skis  (..) 2-10 

1505  Cuba  Calling  (..) 3-10 

TECHNICOLOR 

9004  Devil  Boats  (20) 8-12  +f 

9006  Musical  Movieland  (20).  9-  9 FI- 

1001  Let’s  Go  Fishing  (16'/2)  10-21  F+ 

1002  Beachhead  to  Berlin  (..)  1-  6 H 

1003  Pledge  to  Bataan  (20) . . 2-  3 ++ 

1004  Coney  Island  Honeymoon 

(••)  3-31 

VITAPHONE  VARIETY 

1401  Their  Dizzy  Day  (10)...  9-  2 + 

1402  Ski  Whizz  (9/2) 10-  7 

1403  Outdoor  Living  (10) 11-  4 + 

1404  Overseas  Roundup  (..)  3-17 


Miscellaneous 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 

United  Artists 

THE  WORLD  IN  ACTION 

The  Labor  Front  (21)  11-19  ± 12-  4 
Russia's  Foreign  Policy  (21)  + 3-18 

The  Battle  of  Europe 

(17)  5-5  H 5-27 

Global  Air  Routes  (15)  6-23  -f  10-21 
Fortress  Japan  (17)..  8-10  4+  8-12 

Zero  Hour  (22) ||  10-21 

Inside  France  (19) ± 11-  4 

When  Asia  Speaks  (19) -f  12-16 


Serials 

COLUMBIA 

5140  The  Desert  Hawk 7-  7 4-  7-29 

15  Chapters. 

6120  Black  Arrow  10-20 

15  Chapters. 

5120  The  Batman  7-lg 

15  Chapters. 

6140  Brenda  Starr,  Reporter.  . . 1-26  .... 

13  Chapters. 

REPUBLIC 

284  Secret  Service  in  Darkest 

Africa  7.10 

15  Chapters. 

381  The  Masked  Marvel 11-6  .... 

12  Chapters. 

382  Captain  America  1-29  .... 

15  Chapters. 

383  The  Tiger  Woman  

12  Chapters. 

UNIVERSAL 

8881  Great  Alaskan  Mystery.  . 4-25  -j-  5-6 

....  Raiders  of  Ghost  City -i-  S-12 

13  Chapters. 

• • ■ Mystery  of  the  River  Boat 4-  11.  4 

13  Chanters. 

...  Mystery  Queen  of  the 

Jungle  4.  12.30 


8-12 
10-  7 
12-  2 
12-16 
1-27 


9-16 

H-25 


IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Movietone  News,  No.  50:  Halsey  into  China 
Sea:  smash  Japs  at  Luzon;  honors  ration  board 
volunteers;  aviation;  women  in  sports;  tennis; 
horseless  riders. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  248:  U.S.  sweeps  China 
Sea;  new  mop-up  on  Luzon;  Halsey  warns  of  Jap 
peace  bid:  Canadians  open  west  front;  thanks  to 
OPA;  freak  plane. 

Paramount  News,  No.  51:  Future  ski  champs; 
President  honors  ration  boards:  new  tail- first 
plane;  objective  Tokyo. 

Pathe  News,  No.  53:  Into  northern  Luzon; 
ration  boards  honored;  new  army  plane;  Canadians 
into  Reich;  carriers  in  China  Sea. 

Universal  News,  No.  374:  Close  in  on  Japs; 
no  soft  peace — Halsey;  women  marines  overseas; 
backwards  plane;  lands  local  price  boards;  con- 
trol of  Philippines. 


Movietone  News,  No.  51:  Roosevelt  in  East; 
rescue  Luzon  prisoners;  Allied  western  front; 
nurses;  GIs  in  Paris. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  249:  Rescue  men  of 
Bataan;  three  kings  and  FDR  at  Suez;  Paris  for 
GI  Joe;  army,  navy  nurses. 

Paramount  News,  No.  52:  Chow  for  GIs;  res- 
cued from  Japs;  Suez  conference. 

Pathe  News,  No.  54:  Rescued  on  Luzon:  FDR 
in  Egypt. 

Universal  News,  No.  375:  FDR  with  East 
chiefs;  honors  Allies;  train  wreck;  GIs  tour  Gay 
Paree;  Luzon  Yanks  freed. 


All-American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  123:  Ten  out- 
standing women  of  year;  Boy  Scouts  of  Kentucky 
honored:  teen-agers  at  community  center;  FHA 
subdivision  opens  in  Louisville;  New  York  girl 
honor  student;  advisor  to  secretary  of  commerce 
speaks;  how  the  GIs  are  mustered  out. 
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REVIEW  DIGEST 

AND  PICTURE  GUIDE  INDEX 


An  interpretative  analysis  of  opinions  deduced  from  the  language  of  lay  and  trade  press  reviews.  The  plus 
and  minus  signs  indicate  the  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review. 
This  department  serves  also  as  an  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  to  feature  releases.  Numeral  preceding  title 
is  Picture  Guide  Review  page  number.  In  parenthesis  after  title  is  running  time.  Date  following  distributor  is 
BOXOFFICE  review  date.  Listings  cover  current  reviews.  It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  regularly.  The 
meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  their  combinations  is  as  follows: 

■)+  Very  Good;  + Good;  ± Fair;  qr  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 

In  the  summary  4+  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


s 


Q 


E 

E 

a 

(/> 


A 

549  Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (80)  UA.  7-22-44 

509  Action  in  Arabia  (75)  RKO 2-19-44 

526  Address  Unknown  (72)  Col 4-22-44 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O’Day  (63)  Mono 

530  Adventures  of  Mark  Twain  (130)  WB  5-  6-44 

573  Alaska  (76)  Mono 10-14-44 

529  Allergic  to  Love  (65)  Univ 5-  6-44 

545  Amazing  Mr.  Forrest  (71)  PRC....  7-  1-44 

546  American  Romance,  An  (122)  MGM.  7-  1-44 

575  And  Now  Tomorrow  (85)  Para 10-21-44 

527  And  the  Angels  Sing  (96)  Para 4-29-44 

521  Andy  Hardy's  Blonde  Trouble  (107) 

MGM  4-  8-44 

544  Are  These  Our  Parents?  (73)  Mono  6-24-44 

524  Arizona  Whirlwind  (59)  Mono 4-15-44 

589  Army  Wives  (68)  Mono 12-16-44 

562  Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (118)  WB....  8-  2-44 

555  Atlantic  City  (85)  Rep 8-12-44 

542  Attack  (80)  RKO 6-17-44 

B 

572  Babes  on  Swing  Street  (70)  Univ.  . 9-30-44 

553  Barbary  Coast  Gent  (87)  MGM 8-  5-44 

528  Bathing  Beauty  (101)  MGM 6-  3-44 

586  Belle  of  the  Yukon  (84)  RKO 12-  2-44 

540  Beneath  Western  Skies  (56)  Rep..  6-10-44 
527  Bermuda  Mystery  (65)  20-Fox....  4-29-44 

Betrayal  From  the  East  (..)  RKO 

596  Between  Two  Women  (S3)  MGM....  1-13-45 

531  Between  Two  Worlds  (112)  WB  . . 5-13-44 

596  Big  Bonanza,  The  (60)  Rep 1-13-45 

568  Big  Noise,  The  (74)  20-Fox 9-23-44 

597  Big  Show-Off,  The  (69)  Rep 1-20-45 

565  Black  Magic  (64)  Mono 9-  9-44 

Black  Parachute,  The  (65)  Col 

523  Blazing  Frontier  (59)  PRC 4-15^44 

557  Block  Busters  (60)  Mono 8-19-44 

586  Blonde  Fever  (69)  MGM 12-  2-44 

578  Bluebeard  (73)  PRC  10-28-44 

Body  Snatcher,  The  (..)  RKO 

Bordertown  Trail  (56)  Rep 

569  Boss  of  Rawhide  (59)  PRC 9-23-44 

Bowery  Champs  (62)  Mono 

578  Bowery  to  Broadway  (94)  Univ.  . . .10-28-44 

Brand  of  the  Devil  (61)  PRC 

577  Brazil  (91)  Rep 10-28-44 

Brewster’s  Millions  (..)  UA 

552  Bride  by  Mistake  (81)  RKO 7-29-44 

Bring  On  the  Girls  (..)  Para 

515  Buffalo  Bill  (90)  20-Fox 3-18-44 

C 

518  California  Joe  (55)  Rep 3-25-44 

364  Call  of  the  Jungle  (60)  Mono 9-  2-44 

Call  of  the  Rockies  (56)  Rep 

Call  of  the  South  Seas  (59)  Rep 

538  Candlelight  in  Algeria  (85)  20-Fox.  6-  3-44 

589  Can’t  Help  Singing  (89)  Univ 12-16-44 

538  Canterville  Ghost,  The  (95)  MGM..  6-  3-44 
571  Carolina  Blues  (81)  Col 9-30-44 

554  Casanova  Brown  (92)  RKO 8-  5-44 

Castle  of  Crimes  (60)  PRC 

523  Charlie  Chan  and  the  Chinese 

Cat  (64'/2)  Mono 4-15-44 

Cheyenne  Wildcat  (56)  Rep 

Chicago  Kid  (. .)  Rep 

510  Chip  Off  the  Old  Block  (79)  Univ.  2-19-44 

542  Christmas  Holiday  (93)  Univ 6-17-44 

Circumstantial  Evidence  (..)  20-Fox 

571  Climax,  The  (86)  Univ 9-30-44 

527  Coastal  Command  (60)  RKO 4-29-44 

530  Cobra  Woman  (70)  Univ 5-  6-44 

Code  of  the  Prairie  (50)  Rep 

Colonel  Blimp  (. .)  UA 

574  Conspirators,  The  (101)  WB 10-14-44 

531  Contender,  The  (66)  PRC 5-13-44 

514  Cover  Girl  (107)  Col 3-11-44 


+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Hh 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2±2 

+ 

2+2 

± 

+ 

P1 

+ 

-+* 

-4- 

H- 

-4- 

-4- 

-+- 

-H- 

+ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

44 

+f 

2+2 

Hh 

+ 

+ 

±2 

± 

P1 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

Hh 

P- 

+ 

=F 

-H- 

+4 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

P1 

Hh 

2+2 

+ 

44 

± 

P1 

-F 

P1 

++ 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

± 

2+2 

2± 

P^ 

P1 

— 

-F 

+ 

tt 

++ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

±2 

+ 

# 

++ 

44 

44 

7+  1- 
7+  4— 
6+  3- 
6+  6- 
13+ 

6+  4- 
6+  4- 
5+  4- 
9+  1- 
8+ 

7+  2- 

8+  4- 

7+  4- 
4+  3- 
6+  7- 
10+ 

6+  2- 
9+ 


2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

7+  6- 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

4- 

7+  4- 

44 

+ 

4+ 

+ 

44 

44 

4- 

11+ 

+ 

± 

+ 

44 

2+2 

7+  3- 

P1 

— 

+ 

2± 

2+2 

5+  5- 

— 

2+2 

2+2 

— 

+ 

P1 

± 

5+  6- 

+r 

2+2 

± 

2+2 

4+  4— 

-4; 

+ 

+2 

+ 

4- 

± 

6+  3- 

I 

2± 

H 

+ 

44 

4 

9+  1- 

2+2 

2+2 

± 

2+2 

P1 

5+  5— 

+ 

T- 

— 

± 

+ 

4- 

6 + 4- 

+ 

i p 

4+  3- 

2+r 

P^ 

2+2 

5+  5- 

P1 

± 

2+2 

=+ 

6+  6- 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

3+  2- 

Z+- 

2+2 

— 

2+2 

2+2 

— 

5+  7- 

± 

+1 

+1 

+ 

— 

2+2 

5+  4— 

P1 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

6+  2- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

±2 

4+  1- 

2+2 

1+  1- 

— 

3- 

P1 

3+  4- 

■+2 

2+2 

2+2 

P1 

5+  5— 

2+2 

2+2 

■+2 

+ 

+ 

4- 

4- 

7+  3- 

T 

1+  1- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

4- 

9+ 

4- 

1+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

44 

44 

4- 

9+  2— 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

4- 

4- 

5+  1- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

4- 

9+ 

P: 

2+2 

4- 

4- 

2+2 

6+  4— 

= 

P1 

— 

— 

2+2 

— 

— 

2+  8- 

+ 

2+2 

2+  1- 

+1 

P1 

P1 

— 

4+  5— 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

5+  3 

+ 

+ 

4+ 

+f 

+ 

4- 

44 

10+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

8+ 

■±2 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

7+  5- 

•H- 

+ 

44- 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

12+ 

2+2 

1+  1- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

— 

6+  4— 

P= 

2+2 

2+  2— 

2+2 

+ 

;4; 

2+2 

2+2 

5+  4— 

+ 

+ 

4- 

+ 

+ 

4* 

44 

8+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

44 

44 

4- 

8+  1- 

2+2 

P1 

2+2 

4+  4— 

+ 

± 

4 

+ 

4- 

2+2 

2+2 

7+  3- 

2+2 

2+2 

44 

+ 

44 

7+  2- 

2+2 

— 

+ 

+ 

4- 

+ 

6+  4 — 

4- 

2+2 

2+  1- 

44 

2+ 

P1 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

— 

4- 

2+2 

6+  5— 

2+2 

2+2 

+1 

2+2 

— 

p^ 

P1 

6+  7- 

+t 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 

522  Cowboy  and  the  Senorita  (78)  Rep.  4-  8-44  + 

Cowboy  From  Lonesome  River  (55)  Col 

Crazy  Knights  (63)  Mono 

553  Crime  by  Night  (72)  WB 8-  5-44  ± 

602  Crime  Doctor's  Courage,  The 
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583  Dark  Waters  (89)  UA 
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526  Days  of  Glory  (86)  RKO 
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547  Delinquent  Daughters  (72)  PRC.  . . 
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587  Destiny  (65)  Univ 
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520  Detective  Kitty  O'Day  (61)  Mono. 
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548  Dixie  Jamboree  (72)  PRC 
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Docks  of  New  York  (..)  Mono... 

2+2 

1+  1- 

592  Double  Exposure  (64)  Para 
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528  Double  Indemnity  (106)  Para. . . 
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561  Doughgirls,  The  (102)  WB 
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550  Dragon  Seed  (145)  MGM 
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540  Drifter,  The  (60)  PRC 
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602  Eadie  Was  a Lady  (67)  Col 
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Enchanted  Cottage.  The  (..)  RKO 
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End  of  the  Road  (51)  Rep 
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561  Enemy  of  Women  (86)  Mono 

. 9-  2-44 
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585  Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (72)  Univ... 
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534  Eve  of  St.  Mark,  The  (96)  20-Fox  5-20-44 
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567  Ever  Since  Venus  (74)  Col 
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587  Experiment  Perilous  (91)  RKO... 
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578  Faces  in  the  Fog  (71)  Rep 
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588  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (67)  RKO... 
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554  Falcon  in  Mexico  (70)  RKO 
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514  Falcon  Out  West,  The  (64)  RKO. 
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7+  6- 

595  Fighting  Lady,  The  (61)  20-Fox.  . 
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++ 
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44 
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Firebrands  of  Arizona  (55)  Rep... 

1+  1- 

606  Fog  Island  (.  .)  PRC 

. 2-17-45 

= 
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2+2 

2+  4— 

520  Follow  the  Boys  (109)  Univ 

. 4-  1-44 

++ 
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++ 

44 
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544  Follow  the  Leader  (65)  Mono... 

. 6-24-44 
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2t 
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6+  6- 

549  Forty  Thieves  (60)  UA 
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± 2 

3+  3- 

516  Four  Jills  in  a Jeep  (89  ) 20-Fox. 
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568  Frenchman's  Creek  (113)  Para.  . 
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606  Frisco  Sal  (94)  Univ 
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564  Frontier  Outlaws  (58)  PRC 
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P1 
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Fuzzy  Settles  Down  (60)  PRC... 

±2 
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528  Gambler’s  Choice  (66)  Para 

4-29-44 
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2+2 

2+2 

7+ 

570  Gangsters  of  the  Frontier  (56)  PRC 

9-23-44 

— 
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— 

1+  3- 

532  Gaslight  (114)  MGM  
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++ 
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++ 

++ 

U+ 

591  Gentle  Annie  (80)  MGM 
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6+  5- 

540  Ghost  Catchers  (68)  Univ 

6-10-44 

2+2 

2+ 
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4+ 
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Ghost  Guns  (60)  Mono 

+ 

1+ 

G.  1.  Honeymoon  (..)  Mono 
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544  Gildersleeve  Sees  Ghost  (63)  RKO. 
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+ 

P1 

P1 

7+  6- 

Girl  in  the  Case,  The  (64)  Col.  . . . 

P1 
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+ 
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Girl  Who  Dared.  The  (56)  Rep.. 

P1 

P1 

2+2 

P1 
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577  Girl  Rush  (65)  RKO 

10-28-44 
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+ 

2+ 

P1 

7+  4— 

608  God  Is  My  Co-Pilot  (88)  WB 
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+ 
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511  Going  My  Way  (125)  Para 
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++ 

++ 
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571  Goin'  to  Town  (69)  RKO 
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539  Goodnight,  Sweetheart  (67)  Rep.. 

§-10-44 
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5+  7- 

536  Goyescas  (110)  RKO 
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3+  3- 

Great  Flamarion,  The  (..)  Rep.... 
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In  the  summary  ++  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  — as  2 minuses. 
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566  Great  Mike,  The  (73)  PRC 9-  9-44 
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541  Great  Moment,  The  (83)  Para 6-17-44 
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512  Pride  of  the  Plains  (56)  Rep. 
576  Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The 

(94)  RKO  
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532  Raiders  of  Red  Gap  (59)  PRC 5-13-44 

510  Raiders  of  the  Border  (52)  Mono..  2-19-44 

565  Rainbow  Island  (97)  Para 9-  9-44 

563  Range  Law  (57)  Mono 9-  2-44 

566  Reckless  Age  (63)  Univ 9-  9-44 

543  Return  of  the  Ape  Man  (60)  Mono.  7-15-44 

Riders  of  Santa  Fe  (63)  Univ 

579  Riding  West  (58)  Col.. 10-28-44 

535  Roger  Touhy,  Gangster  (65)  20-Fox  5-27-44 

Rogues'  Gallery  (60)  PRC 

519  Rosie  the  Riveter  (75)  Rep 4-  1-44  ± 

600  Roughly  Speaking  (128)  WB 2-  3-45 

581  Rustler’s  Hideout  (62)  PRC 11-11-44  ± 


593  Saddle  Leather  Law  (55)  Col 12-30-44 

598  Sagebrush  Heroes  (54)  Col 1-20-45 

608  Salty  O’Rourke  (100)  Para 2-24-45 

San  Antonio  Kid,  The  (56)  Rep 

566  San  Diego,  I Love  You  (83)  Univ. . . 9-  9-44 

562  San  Fernando  Valley  (74)  Rep 9-  2-44 

Saratoga  Trunk  (..)  WB 

529  Scarlet  Claw,  The  (74)  Univ 5-  6-44 

537  Secret  Command  (82)  Col 6-  3-44 

543  Secrets  of  Scotland  Yard  (68)  Rep . . 6-24-44 

510  See  Here.  Pvt.  Hargrove  (100)  MGM  2-19-44 
602  See  My  Lawyer  (69)  Univ 2-10-45 

544  Sensations  of  1945  (86)  UA 6-24-44 

584  Sergeant  Mike  (60)  Col 11-18-44 

525  Seven  Days  Ashore  (74)  RKO 4-22-44 

557  Seven  Doors  to  Death  (62)  PRC 8-19-44 

552  Seventh  Cross,  The  (112)  MGM 7-29-44 

575  Shadow  of  Suspicion  (68)  Mono. ..  .10-21-44 

575  Shadows  in  the  Night  (67)  Col 10-21-44 

596  She  Gets  Her  Man  (74)  Univ 1-13-45 

551  She’s  a Soldier  Too  (67)  Col 7-29-44 

587  She's  a Sweetheart  (69)  Col 12-  9-44 

Sheriff  of  Cimarron  (..)  Rep 

Sheriff  of  Las  Vegas  (55)  Rep 

Sheriff  of  Sundown  (56)  Rep 

515  Shine  On  Harvest  Moon  (112)  WB..  3-18-44 

526  Show  Business  (92)  RKO 4-22-44 

560  Sign  of  the  Cross  (118)  Para 8-26-44 

Silent  Partner  (55)  Rep 

Silver  City  Kid  (55)  Rep 

552  Since  You  Went  Away  (174)  UA. . 7-29-44 
595  Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas  (66)  Col..  1-13-45 

558  Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (70)  Rep....  8-19-44 

570  Singing  Sheriff,  The  (63)  Univ 9-23-44 

528  Slightly  Terrific  (58)  Univ 4-29-44 

516  Snow  White  and  the  Seven 

Dwarfs  (S3)  RKO 3-18-44 

582  Something  for  the  Boys  (87)  20-Fox  11-11-44 

607  Song  for  Miss  Julie  (69)  Rep 2-24-45 

542 Song  of  Nevada  (75)  Rep 6-17-44 

529  Song  of  the  Open  Road  (93)  UA..  5-  6-44 

599  Song  to  Remember,  A (112)  Col...  2-  3-45 

564  Sonora  Stagecoach  (51)  Mono 9-  2-44 

559  Soul  of  a Monster,  The  (61)  Col....  8-26-44 

536  South  of  Dixie  (61)  Univ 5-27-44 

Stagecoach  to  Monterey  (55)  Rep 

Stars  on  Parade  (63)  Col 

545  Step  Lively  (88)  RKO 7-  1-44 

562  Storm  Over  Lisbon  (86)  Rep 9-  2-44 

526  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell  (136)  Para..  4-22-44 
573  Strange  Affair  (78)  Col 10-14-44 

Strange  Illusion  (..)  PRC 

Strangers  in  the  Night  (56)  Rep 

508  Sullivans,  The  (111)  20-Fox 2-12-44 

535  Summer  Storm  (106)  UA 5-27-44 

588  Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier 

(86)  20- Fox  12-  9-44 

553  Sundown  Valley  (55)  Col 8-  5-44 

594  Suspect,  The  (85)  Univ 12-30-44 

554  Sweet  and  Lowdown  (75)  20-Fox. . , 8-  5-44 

514  Sweethearts  of  U.S.A.  (59)  Mono..  3-11-44 
582  Swing  Hostess  (76)  PRC 1101-44 


They  Live  in  Fear  (65)  Col. 


584  Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 


530  This  Is  the  Life  (87)  Univ. 


Thoroughbreds  (55)  Rep. 


529  Three  Men  in  White  (85)  MGM... 


599  Thunderhead — Son  of  Flicka 


Topeka  Terror,  The  (55)  Rep. 


599  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,  A (128) 


Trigger  Law  (54)  Mono. 


528  Two  Girls  and  a Sailor 


u 

549  U-Boat  Prisoner  (65)  Col... 

503  Uncensored  (83)  20-Fex  

597  Under  Western  Skies  (57)  Univ. 
556  Underground  Guerrillas  (82)  Col 

608  Unseen,  The  (80)  Para 

582  Unwritten  Code.  The  (61)  Col 
517  Up  in  Mabel's  Room  (76)  UA 
Utah  Kid,  The  (57)  Mono 


563  Valley  of  Vengeance  (56)  PRC.... 
573  Very  Thought  of  You,  The 

(99)  WB  

Vigilantes  of  Dodge  City  (55)  Rep 

513  Voice  in  the  Wind  (84)  UA 

509  Voodoo  Man  (62)  Mono 


W 

534  Waterfront  (66)  PRC 

553  WAVE,  a Wac,  a Marine,  A (70) 

Mono  

521  Weird  Woman  (64)  Univ 

580  West  of  Rio  Grande  (57)  Mon 

518  Westward  Bound  (54)  Mono 

557  When  Strangers  Marry  (67)  Mono 
570  When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again 

(74)  PRC  

602  What  a Blonde  (71)  RKO 

550  Whistler,  The  (59)  Col 

516  White  Cliffs  of  Dover  (126)  MGM 

556  Wilson  (158)  20-Fox 

550  Wing  and  a Prayer  (97)  20-Fox. 
586  Winged  Victory  (130)  20-Fox. 
574  Woman  in  the  Window,  The 


524  Yellow  Canary  (83)  RKO 

534  Yellow  Rose  of  Texas  (69)  Rep.. 
512  You  Can’t  Ration  Love  (79)  Para 

595  Youth  on  Trial  (59)  Gol 

546  Youth  Runs  Wild  (67)  RKO 
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Opinions  on  Corrent  Productions , and 
Sxploitips  for  Soiling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


It's  a Pleasure  F 

RKO  Radio  (584)  90  Minutes 


Romantic 

Spectacle 

Rel.  Apr.  1,  '45 


During  the  too  many  months  Sonja  Henie  has  been  absent 
from  the  screen,  there  have  been  other  skating  ballerinas 
who  have  made  their  respective  bids  for  fame  and  popularity. 
This  International  Pictures'  comeback  vehicle  for  her  proves 
that  shapely  Sonja  is  still  queen  of  the  flashing  blades,  still 
the  undisputed  tops  in  her  field.  To  re-establish  her  ranking 
position,  La  Henie  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a dream  set  of 
conditions:  Lush,  unstinting  production,  richly  beautiful  Tech- 
nicolor photography  (her  first  picture  in  tints),  an  excellent 
supporting  cast  and  the  wise,  seasoned  direction  of  Veteran 
William  A.  Seiter.  Under  such  circumstances  even  a less 
gifted  performer  couldn't  miss  scoring  a smash,  high-grossing 
hit.  As  is,  those  who  exhibit  the  film  and  those  who  see  it 
can  observe  the  title  and  shout,  "You  said  it,  brother." 

Sonja  Henie,  Michael  O'Shea,  Bill  Johnson.  Marie  McDonald, 
Gus  Schilling,  Iris  Adrian,  Cheryl  Walker. 


Betrayal  From  the  East  F 

RKO  Radio  (512)  85  Minutes  Rel. 


Spy 

Melodrama 


While  this  is  rather  definitely  dated,  the  picture  boasts 
enough  assets  to  make  it  promising  for  bookings  in  all  but 
the  de  luxe  first  runs.  In  the  film's  favor  are  outstanding  per- 
formances, especially  those  contributed  by  topliners  Nancy 
Kelly  and  Lee  Tracy;  the  fact  that  there  has  been  considerable 
of  an  hiatus  since  the  time  when  the  market  was  flooded  with 
spy-saboteur  features;  and  an  impressive  prologue  and  epilog 
delivered  by  Columnist-Commentator  Drew  Pearson  and  tes- 
tifying to  the  story's  factual  foundation.  Other  than  that,  the 
story  is  formula.  It  covers  a time  just  prior  to  Pearl  Harbor, 
its  locale  is  the  west  coast  and  it  treats  with  the  Jap  spy 
system  and  how  army  intelligence,  aided  by  a courageous 
civilian,  foiled  the  Nips.  William  Berke  directed. 

Lee  Tracy,  Nancy  Kelly,  Richard  Loo,  Abner  Biberman,  Regis 
Toomey,  Philip  Ahn,  Addison  Richards. 


The  Body  Snatcher 

RKO  Radio  (517) 


F 


Horror 

Drama 


78  Minutes 


Rel. 


Its  title  and  the  marquee  appeal  of  two  recognized,  past 
master  chill  dispensers  should  attract  the  horror  play  fans 
in  large  and  profitable  droves.  But  they  are  going  to  be 
surprised,  if  nothing  more,  at  what  they  see  on  the  screen. 
It  is  an  intelligently-produced,  rather  artistic  screen  version 
of  the  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  book  about  early  19th  century 
medicos  and  their  criminal  activities  in  obtaining  cadavers 
for  dissecting  and  research.  That  doesn't  mean  the  picture  isn't 
sufficiently  ghoulish  and  horriferous  to  raise  some  neck-hairs. 
But  its  unmitigated  gruesomeness  is  injected  without  resort 
to  clutching  claws,  trap  doors,  metaphysical  phenomenon  or 
any  of  the  other  standard  properties  which  the  customers 
probably  will  expect.  Whether  they  will  consider  the  change 
in  pace  an  asset  or  liability,  individual  tastes  will  dictate. 
Directed  by  Robert  Wise. 

Boris  Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi,  Henry  Daniell,  Edith  Atwater, 
Russell  Wade,  Rita  Corday,  Sharyn  Moffett. 


They  Came  to  a City 


Drama 


A.F.E.  Corp.  ( ) 


78  Minutes 


ReL  Feb.  17.  '45 

It  took  courage  for  Michael  Balcon  of  Ealing  Studios  to 
produce  this  picture;  it  will  take  showmanship  to  sell  it  to 
patrons.  But,  once  an  audience,  conditioned  in  advance  by 
suitable  publicity  sees  it — local  clergymen,  editors,  educators 
and  social  workers  are  a cinch  to  help  you  exploit  it — "They 
Came  to  a City"  should  become  the  most-talked-of  film  in 
months.  Written  by  England's  famous  novelist,  J.  B.  Priestley, 
it  is  fantasy,  yet  thought-provoking,  stimulating.  It  deals 
with  our  postwar  world.  Although  made  to  order  for  class 
houses,  the  film  is  not  highbrow.  On  the  contrary  it  is 
imaginative,  suspenseful  drama,  brilliantly  acted,  lavishly 
staged  and  superbly  photographed.  The  names  are  un- 
known here,  but  every  role  is  carefully  cast  and  intelligently 
interpreted.  Deserved  praise  goes  to  Basil  Dearden,  director; 
Michael  Ralph,  art  director,  and  Len  Page,  sound  man. 

Googie  Withers,  John  Clements,  A.  E.  Matthews,  Mabel  Terry- 
Lewis,  Raymond  Huntley,  Renee  Gadd,  Norman  Shelley. 


Delightfully  Dangerous  F 


Comedy 
With  Music 


UA  ( ) 


92  Minutes 


Rel. 


Featured  during  the  early  sequences  is  an  amateur  show 
staged  by  the  fair  and  adolescent  students  at  Fernridge 
School  of  Music  and  Arts.  Those  Thespic  struggles  by  the 
novices  apparently  greatly  influenced  the  cast,  et  al.,  because 
the  picture  never  completely  loses  its  amateur  standing. 
For  music  lovers  there  are  a few  high  moments  of  entertain- 
ment, supplied  by  Jane  Powell — vocally  gifted  but  not  too 
photogenic — and  Morton  Gould  and  orchestra,  but  they  are 
so  scattered  through  an  endless  and  aimless  story  that  enjoy- 
ing them  is  like  cracking  and  eating  hickory  nuts.  Addi- 
tionally, the  melodious  phases  may  have  some  appeal  to 
the  bobby  sockers;  but  as  concerns  the  rank  and  file  ticket 
buyers,  there  seems  to  be  little  in  the  offering  to  indicate 
they  will  rush  to  see  it  or  go  away  shouting  its  praises. 
Directed  by  Arthur  Lubin. 

Jane  Powell,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Constance  Moore,  Morton  Gould 
and  his  Orchestra,  Arthur  Treacher,  Louis  Beavers. 


Comedy 

Drama 


Rough , Tough  and  Ready  F 

Columbia  (6018)  66  Minutes  ReL  Mar.  22,  '45 

There  is  considerable  drama  in  this  picture  because  of  the 
attention  it  gives  to  the  little-known  subject  of  the  part  sal- 
vaging crews  have  had  in  clearing  harbors  and  doing  other 
war  odd  jobs  to  make  certain  sections  safe  for  combat  units. 
However,  in  an  attempt  to  graft  escapist  appeal  onto  the  pic- 
ture, the  result  is  not  too  happy.  The  one  wholesome  love  ele- 
ment is  overshadowed  by  some  rather  silly  amorous  objective 
sparring  by  Victor  McLaglen  and  Chester  Morris.  As  members 
of  a salvage  crew  they  are  both  perfectly  cast,  of  course,  but 
much  time  is  taken  up  with  Romeo  antics,  strangely  con- 
trasting with  the  serious  parts  of  the  picture.  Moreover,  the 
second  rescue  scene  in  diving-costumes  has  the  edge  taken 
off  it  by  a previous  one.  Exhibitors  can  feel  comfortable  about 
using  it  as  the  action  picture  on  a double  bill.  Del  Lord 
directed. 

Victor  McLaglen,  Chester  Morris,  Jean  Rogers,  Veda  Ann  Borg, 
Robert  Williams,  Amelita  Ward,  John  Tyrrell. 


The  Spell  of  Amy  Nugent  A 


Escape  in  the  Fog 


Mystery 


PRC  (523) 


60  Minutes 


Rel.  Feb.  10.  '45 


Columbia  ( ) 


62  Minutes 


Rel. 


This  is  a sojourn  in  rather  deep  waters  for  the  average  film 
audience,  and  should  find  its  greatest  appeal  in  the  art  situ- 
ations. The  British  Oxford  accent  is  not  tortuous  to  follow, 
but  this  time  it  is  not  the  dialog  that  poses  the  difficulties, 
rather  the  plot.  The  torment  of  a young  man's  soul  is  pictured 
as  he  struggles  in  the  grasp  of  a notorious  spiritualist,  intent 
on  moral  destruction.  Opposed  to  this  are  the  efforts  of  a 
scientist,  a theologist  and  a girl  in  love  with  the  suffering 
boy,  as  they  fight  to  rescue  him  from  that  destruction.  Mo- 
ments of  genuine  suspense  are  generated  in  the  scenes  of 
the  seances,  and  the  apparent  ability  of  the  medium  to  bring 
back  the  spirit  of  the  departed.  However,  the  solution  to  all 
the  complexities  is  found  in  the  axiom,  "Love  conquers  all." 

John  Harlow  directed. 

Derek  Farr,  Vera  Lindsay,  Frederick  Leister,  Hay  Petrie,  Felix 
Aylmer,  Marion  Spencer,  Diana  King. 

610  BOXOFFICE 


If  one  is  permitted  a pun,  here  is  an  "escape”  picture 
holding  interest  without  going  into  horror  details.  There  is 
a pleasant  romance  running  through  it  which  William  Wright 
and  Nina  Foch  handle  capably.  Nina  follows  the  pattern 
that  Hollywood  has  built  up  for  the  wives  and  girl  friends 
of  super-detectives  and  federal  agents  (which  Wright  is  in 
this  instance),  that  of  clever  blundering  in  and  out  of  epi- 
sodes, thereby  helping  to  solve  the  crime  or  crimes.  The 
use  of  the  dream  angle  as  a premonitory  agent  of  the  story 
adds  a mystic  touch  which  is  not  too  fantastic  and  planting 
the  dictograph  in  the  grandfather  clock  is  a neat  plot  variation. 
The  fog  scenes  are  realistic  and  add  to  the  general  "chill." 
I*  isn't  a war  picture  in  the  usual  sense — only  in  that  the 
villains  are  enemy  agents.  Murders  are  attempted  but  not 
achieved.  Oscar  Boetticher  jr.  directed. 

William  Wright,  Otto  Kruger,  Nina  Foch,  Wing  Foo,  Ernie 
Adams,  Jessie  Arnold,  Victor  Travers. 
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EXPLOITS 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture ; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES: 


"They  Came  to  a City" 


Arrange  bookshop  displays  featuring  Priestley's  best-seller, 
Willkie's  “One  World,"  and  other  works  on  postwar  condi- 
tions. Have  discussion  groups  and  radio  book  reviewers  use 
Priestley's  novel  as  basis  for  one  of  their  talks.  Play  up  post- 
war angle  of  your  community  in  tying  up  furniture,  auto, 
electrical  appliance  and  plumbing  fixture  dealers  etc.  Cards 

might  read:  “First,  go  to  'They  Came  to  the  City'  at  the  

Theatre,  and  see  what  the  postwar  world  has  in  store.  Then 
come  here  and  let  us  furnish  your  Home  of  the  Future." 

CATCHLINES: 


SELLING  ANGLES: 


“It's  a Pleasure" 


If  there  is  an  ice  rink  in  your  city,  arrange  for  a skating 
contest  with  the  winners  to  appear  on  stage  opening  night 
to  accept  suitable  prizes.  Roller  skating  rink  can  be  substi- 
tuted if  necessary.  From  marquee  hang  facsimiles  of  silver 
skates  on  which  are  printed  letters  spelling  out  film's  title. 
Have  life-size  cut  of  Miss  Henie  in  lobby  surrounded  by 
blurbs  from  past  films  as  well  as  the  current  one.  Take  ad- 
vantage of  picture's  title  to  make  tieups  with  sports  wear 
and  sporting  goods  stores. 

CATCHLINES: 


All  His  Life  He'd  Sought  Happiness  . . . All  Her  Life  She'd 
Sought  Love  . . . "They  Came  to  a City"  Where  Love  and 
Happiness  Awaited  Them  . . . But  the  Two  Turned  Backl 
Why?  You'll  Find  the  Answer  at  the  Theatre. 

What  Does  the  Postwar  World  Hold  for  You?  . . . What  Will 
You  Wear?  . . . How  Will  You  Live?  . . . Where  Will  You 
Work?  . . . When  Will  You  Play?  . . . Learn  the  Answers  at 
the  Theatre. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Delightfully  Dangerous" 

Arrange  a contest  on  your  stage  between  two  groups  of 
local  high  school  musicians — one  to  play  classical  music, 
the  other  jive.  Let  the  audience  decide  which  is  the  better 
and  award  the  winning  group  with  a party  at  a local  eatery. 
Spot  advertising  in  malt  shops  and  other  places  frequented 
by  the  bobby  socks  crowd  and  stress  the  fact  that  the  picture 
has  a particular  appeal  to  hep  cats.  The  title  is  suitable  for 
window  display  tieups  with  lingerie,  cosmetics,  and  other 
items  of  the  feminine  ensemble. 


The  Darling  of  the  Ice  . . . More  Graceful  Than  Ever  . . . 
Glides  Gloriously  Through  a Technicolorful  Dream  Come  True 
. . . In  a Million  Dollar  Show  . . . Spiced  With  the  Sizzling 
Speed  of  Ice  Hockey  . . . Enhanced  by  the  Charm  of  a Be- 
witching Ballet. 

The  Tender  Tale  of  a Talented  Little  Nobody  Who  Be- 
came a Spectacularly  Successful  Somebody  . . . On  a 
Pair  of  Flashing  Silver  Skatesl 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Betrayal  From  the  East" 

Stress  the  timeliness  of  the  film.  Tie  publicity  in  with 
current  or  past  headlines,  such  as  the  Jap  defeat  on  the 
Philippines  and  release  of  American  prisoners.  Promote 
blowups  of  these  stories  and  pictures  from  local  newspaper 
for  window  displays  along  with  appeals  for  all  win-the-war 
endeavors.  For  lobby,  get  replica  of  Jap  banner  in  center 
of  which  stack  several  copies  of  Alan  Hund's  book  from  which 
the  picture  was  filmed.  Near  boxoffice  mount  a dart  game 
with  Hirohito's  head  as  the  target  and  invite  patrons  to 
"Slap  the  Jap."  Sharp-shooters  get  a pass. 


CATCHLINES: 


CATCHLINES: 


Strauss  Was  Never  Like  This!  . . . Jivin'  Johann  Hit  the 
Broadway  Beam  . . . With  Two  Audacious  Adorables  . . . 
Who  Ankled  Up  the  Avenue  of  Acclaim  . . . With  the  Smart- 
est Showman  on  the  Big  Street. 

He  Took  a Strip  Teaser  From  Burlesque  . . . Added  a Wide- 
Eyed  Music-Minded  Innocent  . . . Surrounded  Them  With 
Syncopated  Strauss  . . . And  Served  Up  a Show  That  Stopped 
Them  All! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Rough,  Tough  and  Ready" 

Deep  sea-diving  is  a fascinating  and  dangerous  profession 
which  appeals  to  the  vicarious  venturesome  spirit  of  every- 
one. Be  sure  that  you  stress  this  feature  of  the  picture  and 
the  part  that  this  type  of  salvage  work  has  had  in  the  war 
effort.  The  popularity  with  many  patrons  that  Chester  Mor- 
ris won  in  his  Boston  Blackie  series  can  also  be  capitalized 
on  in  exploiting  the  picture.  If  you  can  get  or  rig  up  a diver's 
outfit  to  display  in  the  lobby,  it  will  attract  much  interest — or 
better  still,  send  a youth  out  on  the  street  with  one  on,  to 
which  is  attached  a placard  advertising  the  show. 

CATCHLINES: 

They  Were  Deep  Sea  Divers  Who  Dived  Off  the  Deep  End 
in  Love  ...  It  Wasn't  All  Work  and  No  Play  for  This  Salvage 
Crew — but  They  Didn't  Play  Fair  in  Love  . . . The  Slick  Chick 
He  Picked  Wanted  None  of  His  Little  Dream  Chicken  Farm. 

The  Best  of  Friends,  but  Rivals  for  the  Same  Girl  . . . Then 
They  Fell  Out  . . . But  in  a Crisis  They  Saved*  Each  Other's 
Lives. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Escape  in  the  Fog" 

In  addition  to  the  usual  interest  in  mystery  dramas,  try 
to  play  up  the  not-unproved  theory  that  people  do  have 
premonitory  dreams  as  warnings  of  things  to  come.  Ad- 
vertise for  the  best  true  story  of  someone  in  your  locality 
who  has  had  such  an  experience.  A fog-horn  blowing  in 
the  lobby  while  the  picture  is  shown  will  attract  attention 
and  you  might  also  play  up  the  connection  fog  has  always 
had  in  covering  crimes.  Stress  the  fact  this  is  not  a harrow- 
ing war  picture. 

CATCHLINES: 

She  Met  Him  First  in  a Dream — or  Rather  a Nightmare  . . . 
Her  Screams  Saved  His  Life  in  Her  Dream  as  Later  in  Reality 
. . . He  Carried  a Packet  for  Hong  Kong  the  Enemy  Agents 
Were  After. 

San  Francisco's  Fogs  Brought  Them  Closer  Together  . . . 
The  Grandfather  Clock  Repair  Man  Made  It  Tell  Secrets  as 
Well  as  Time  . . . Left  to  Die  in  a Gas-Filled  Room,  He  At- 
tracted Help  With  an  Enemy  Slogan. 


An  Amazing  Adventure  in  Iniquity  . . . Torn  From  Today's 
Headlines  . . . The  Betrayal  of  the  Century  . . . Instigated 
by  the  Rising  Sun's  Most  Sinister  Spies  . . . Matching  Their 
Wits  Against  the  Mighty  Knowledge  of  Army  Intelligence. 

It  Shook  a Nation  ...  It  Shocked  Its  People  Into  Alarmed 
Awakening  . . . This  Gripping  Revelation  of  a Woman  Who 
Died  for  Her  Country  . . . And  a Man  Who  Lived  to  Smash 
a Deadly  Ring  of  Slant-Eyed  Saboteurs. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Body  Snatcher" 

Rent  an  open  sound  truck  and  have  black  shrouded  figure 
wearing  a grimacing  mask,  driven  around  town,  with  warn- 
ing: "Get  off  the  Streets!  Beware!  The  Body  Snatcher  Is 
Here!"  For  lobby,  lay  out  an  artificial  grassy  mound  re- 
sembling a grave  with  headstone,  alongside  of  it  stand  a 
life-size  cut  of  Karloff  with  caption:  CAN  YOUR  NERVES 
TAKE  IT?  Then  have  arrow  pointing  to  a first-aid  depot  near 
entrance,  with  white  garbed  employe  in  attendance.  Print 

throwaways:  "We  Dare  You  to  Spend  a Night  at  the  

as  the  Body  Snatcher's  Guest." 

CATCHLINES: 

Steeped  in  Spine-Chilling  Suspense  . . . Robert  Louis 
Stevenson's  Nerve-Tingling  Tale  of  Terror  . . . With  the 
Screen's  Sensational  Scorer  . . . Karloff,  the  Body  Snatcher, 
a Maniacal  Murderer  Who  Filled  Graves  and  Robbed  Them. 

He  Crept  Through  Cemeteries  . . . On  Ghoulish,  Gory  Mis- 
sions . . . Until  His  Own  Death  Halted  the  Gruesome  Busi- 
ness . . . Then  From  the  Grave  . . . Rose  His  Avenging  Spirit 
...  To  Claim  His  Murderer! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Spell  of  Amy  Nugent" 

A wealth  of  exploitable  material  is  to  be  found  in  this  film, 
since  the  theme  treats  the  question  of  whether  there  is  a life 
after  death,  and  whether  the  spirits  of  those  departed  can  be 
brought  back  to  the  earth  by  mediums.  This  is  a good  topic 
for  all  discussion  groups,  and  they  can  be  invited  to  see 
the  film  and  discuss  its  various  ramifications.  A tiein  can 
be  arranged  with  the  local  newspaper  in  running  an  essay 
contest  of  100  or  more  words  on  the  subject,  with  the  winners 
awarded  free  tickets.  Of  incidental  interest  is  the  presence 
in  the  cast  of  Felix  Aylmer  of  "Mr.  Emmanuel"  fame. 

CATCHLINES: 

Do  the  Dead  Return?  . . . Can  Spirits  of  the  Departed.  Re- 
visit the  Earth?  . . . Learn  the  Answers  to  These  Provocative 
Questions  in  This  Absorbing  Picture  ...  A Thrilling  Experi- 
ence and  a New  Adventure  in  Films! 

Felix  Aylmer  in  Another  Outstanding  Performance  . . . 
Duplicating  His  Triumph  in  "Mr.  Emmanuel"  . . . Cast  This 
Time  as  a Teacher-Scientist  Who  Struggles  to  Save  the  Soul 
of  a Mentally  Sick  Young  Man! 


The  Industry's  Market  Place  hr  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


CLEHRIflG  HOUSE 


* Classified  Ads  10c  P«r  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  SL00.  Display  Bates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steel 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
lighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 
<&  SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis.  


NEW  35MM  PORTABLE  sound  projectors,  ampli- 
fiers. Immediate  delivery.  Factory  rebuilt  units, 
$390.  STINSON  PROJECTOR  SALES,  521  S.  Lombard 
Ave.,  Oak  Park,  111. 


IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY  HAND  OPERATED  AUTO- 
MATICKET  MACHINES,  three  unit,  $155;  four  unit, 
$185;  five  unit,  $210;  (plus  excise)  Johnson  Coin- 
meters, $110;  Rear  shutters  for  Simplex,  $77.50;  Re- 
winders, $9.95  set;  Pressure  oilers,  $1.19;  Flame- 
proofed  screen  masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone  Wash- 
able soundscreens,  301/2C  ft.;  Beaded,  39'/2C;  Steel 
■core  curtain  cable,  5/16  inch,  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  SB,  $75— Simplex 
single  bearing,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $290— 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300 — PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up— 
Sound  heads,  comolete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each- 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FOR  SALE — 141/2-inch  all  steel  reels,  steel  hub, 
$1.00;  10-inch  all  steel  reels,  25  cents;  15-inch  ship- 
ping cases,  2 reels,  $3.00;  15-inch  shipping  cases,  1 
reel,  $1.75;  10-inch  shipping  cases,  1 reel,  $1  00; 
McARTHUR  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT,  454  West  Colum- 
bia St.,  Detroit  1,  Mich. 


COMPLETE  BOOTH  EQUIPMENT  for  sale.  Price 
reasonable.  P.  S.  STALLINGS,  Bowie,  Texas. 


WE  HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  EQUIPMENT  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  QUICK  DELIVERY':  Two  Simplex  projec- 
tors, rear  shutters,  new  double  bearing,  five  point 
pedestal,  complete,  $760.  Two  Simplex  projectors, 
front  shutter,  single  bearing,  three  point  pedestals, 
complete,  $560.  Two  Ashcraft  Lo  lamps,  new  over- 
size reflectors,  meters,  Weaver  Dousers,  foot 
switches,  $225.  Two  Peerless  Lo  lamps,  new  oversize 
reflectors,  $175.  Two  LD  60  rectifiers,  three  phase, 
$189  each.  Six  steel  booth  tables,  new,  47  inches, 
$41.70  each;  60  inches,  $48.90  each.  Two  Goodall 
sound  heads  for  Simplex,  motors,  belts,  motor 
brackets,  amplifier,  $110  for  all.  Two  paid  Powers  6B 
mechanisms,  heavy  duty  gates,  upper  magazines, 
$220  pair.  Four  three-point  bases,  $60  each.  B-2124, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 


COMPLETE  SIMPLEX  BOOTH  OUTFIT  CONSIST- 
ING PROJECTORS,  LAMPHOUSES,  LENS,  SOUND- 
HEADS,  MOTORS,  AMPLIFIER,  SPEAKERS  AND 
SOUNDSCREEN.  Rebuilt  and  Guaranteed  one  year 
—$1,500.  Why  pay  more?  S.C0S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18, 


BRENKERT  F2  COMBINATION  SLIDE  EFFECT  MA- 
CHINE, cost  new  $750,  closing  out  $265;  Advance 
popcorn  machine,  $98;  Handsome  candy  machine, 
$98.50;  1.000W  electric  heaters,  $7.85;  Roth  Actodec- 
tor  Suprex  generators,  rebuilt,  $397.50;  Forest  Twin 
65  Copper  Oxide  rectifier,  as  is,  $1 50;  Heavy  duty 
vacuum  cleaner,  $150;  Low  intensity  arclamps,  $75 
Ask  for  Spring  Bulletin.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


COMPLETE  BOOTH  EQUIPMENT — Simplex  projec- 
tors; Motiograph  lamps;  Hertner  Generator;  Bestone 
Sound;  Screen.  J.  P.  LANNAN,  West  Point,  Neb. 


COMPLETE  COOLING  EQUIPMENT— 35,000  CFM 
Fan  with  10HP  motor  and  speed  control;  air  washer 
complete  with  pump  and  motor.  J.  P.  LANNAN, 
RIVOLA  THEATRE,  West  Point,  Neb. 


ONE  RCA  PHOTOPHONE  35mm  projector,  30 
ampere  arc,  with  speakers  and  all  equipment.  Used 
about  100  hours.  PUNXSUTAWNEY  SCHOOLS, 
Punxsufawney,  Pa. 


COMPLETE  PROJECTORS — RCA  sound,  chairs,  car- 
pet, etc.  BOX  164,  Republic,  Pa. 


FOR  SALE:  Two  General  Electric  Mercury  Arc 
rectifiers  with  50  amp  bulbs.  STUDE  THEATRE,  730 
E.  11th  St.,  Houston,  Texas. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


LEASE — Neighborhood  house,  600  seats  with  ex- 
cellent concession  room,  $3,750.  B-2143,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANT  TO  RENT  theatre  within  100  mile  radius 
Lexington,  Kentucky.  Write  or  phone  A.  H.  Bales, 
Brooksville,  Ky. 


WILL  BUY,  LEASE  or  run  on  percentage — theatre 
in  small  town  in  eastern  Kansas,  Missouri,  northern 
Arkansas  or  Oklahoma.  Give  all  details  first  letter. 
B-2133,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


HAVE  CASH  FOR  THEATRE  in  Arizona,  Nevada, 
southern  California,  Texas  or  New  Mexico — town 
2,500  up.  Must  be  profitable  and  stand  rigid  in- 
vestigation. Advertiser  is  long  experienced  in  busi- 
ness and  strictly  responsible.  Independent.  Write 
or  wire  full  details  which  will  be  held  in  full  confi- 
dence. Address  B-2128,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt 
Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WILL  LEASE  OR  OPERATE  ON  PERCENTAGE— with 
purchase  option.  1,500-2,500  population  in  western 
states  preferred.  Capable,  energetic.  P.  O.  BOX  13, 
Olathe,  Kas. 


THEATRE  WANTED — In  town  1,000  up — no  opposi- 
tion. Will  pay  percentage  of  gross  or  straight  lease. 
Send  all  details  in  first  letter  about  seating,  popul- 
ation and  average  gross.  B-2141,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


500  HEYWOOD  WAKEFIELD  INSERTED  PANEL 
HEAVY  BACK,  BOX  SPRING  CUSHION  CHAIRS,  ex- 
cellent condition,  $5.95;  200  Irwin  inserted  panel 
heavy  back,  squab  cushion  chairs,  excellent  as  is, 
$4.75;  565  American  chairs,  recently  reupholstered, 
rewar  quality  leatherette  seven  ply  panel  backs, 
ox  spring  cushions,  $7.50;  700  American  veneer 

chairs  three  ply  backs  and  seats,  reconditioned, 
$4.50;  Aislelites,  $2.97;  50-inch  good  quality  light- 
weight leatherette,  100  yard  rolls,  $1.25;  cut  lengths, 
$1,371/2  yd.  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


THEATRE  CHAIR  PARTS  — Standards,  hinges, 
clamps,  seats,  backs,  bolts,  screws,  cup  washers,  for 
all  makes  of  chairs.  Leatherette — send  samples  of 
your  required  replacements.  CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART,  844  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1 , , Texas. 


16MM  & 35MM  SOUND  PORTABLES.  ALSO  WHAT 
HAVE  YOU?  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID.  B-2135,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


BURCH,  MANLEY,  CRETORS,  ADVANCE  poppers. 
All  electric  machines.  French  fry  type.  KRISPY  KIST 
KORN  MACHINE  CO.,  120  S,  Halsted,  Chicago  6. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 


AKELEY  SINGLE  SYSTEM  NEWSREEL  SOUND  re- 
cording camera,  modernized  WE  type;  filtered  fly- 
wheel; new  variable  intensity  galvanometer;  port- 
able amplifier;  two  1,000  ft.  magazines;  40/50/75mm 
Astro  f2.3  lenses  with  matched  finder  lenses;  fric- 
tion head  tripod;  12V  motor;  power  supply;  RCA 
50A  microphone;  all  new  cases  and  cables,  original 
cost  $10,000,  with  added  new  equipment  represents 
$13,000,  value  special  at  $6,995;  Duplex  35/16  re- 
duction printer,  $2,250.  Send  for  list  of  recording  and 
laboratory  equipment.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


AMPLIFIER  TUBES,  CEILING  PRICES:  EXCITER 
lamps,  photocells,  optical  systems,  prewar  service. 
RCA  30  WATT  PA  ARMY  surplus  amplifiers,  $95; 
Presto  two  speed  disc  recording  outfit,  $325;  Sound- 
man's complete  testing  outfits,  just  released,  $28.40. 
S.O.S.  CNEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


HELP  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  lor  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  lor  the 
right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 

MOTION  PICTURE  MACHINE  MECHANIC.  Modem 
shop  on  west  coast,  plenty  of  work,  congenial  sur- 
roundings, union  conditions.  Must  be  good  all  around 
man.  Reply  in  confidence,  B-2136,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

MANAGERS  WANTED — Experienced.  References 
necessary.  Good  opportunity  with  well  known  cir- 
cuit. Write  RAY  SCHREIBER  CIRCUIT,  2615  Wood- 
ward, Detroit  1,  Mich. 


WANTED— TWO  DEPENDABLE  OPERATORS.  Excel- 
lent working  conditions,  permanent,  with  good  pay 
for  reliable  men.  No  one  employed  in  critical  war- 
time job  considered.  Airmail  full  particulars  immedi- 
ately to  STATE  THEATRE,  Big  Spring,  Texas. 


GENERAL  MANAGER  WANTED— To  take  care  of 
circuit  ot  six  theatres  in  New  York  City.  Good  salary 
offered.  B-2144,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST  WANTED— Man  with  experience 
who  desires  permanent  position  in  small  eastern 
town.  Good  working  conditions  and  salary  to  right 
man.  State  all  qualifications  and  references  in  letter. 
B-2140,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


OPERATOR  WANTED— AT  ONCE— Good  salary, 
short  hours,  must  be  sober,  reliable.  Permanent  posi- 
tion to  right  man.  No  drifters  wanted.  Good  town, 
good  living  conditions  in  west  Texas.  PALACE 
THEATRE,  Lamesa,  Texas. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


THEATRE  MANAGER — Fully  experienced  stage  and 
pictures.  Best  references.  Will  lease.  Washington, 
Oregon.  B-2130,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd., 
Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


MANAGER — Years  of  experience  in  theatre  work, 
now  handling  two.  Will  consider  change;  must 
have  full  charge  of  operation,  booking  and  buying, 
can  handle  any  part.  Reference  if  needed.  B-2142, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 


COUPLE  WORK  AS  TEAM — Licensed  projectionist, 
eneral  maintenance,  assistant  manager,  cashier, 
eliable,  permanent.  25  years  experience.  Ages  41 
and  37.  PROJECTIONIST,  2324  Lincoln,  Chicago, 

EXECUTIVE — 25  years  experience  in  motion  picture 
exhibition  as  buyer,  booker  and  supervisor  of  per- 
sonnel— seeks  responsible  position  with  Chicago  of- 
fice of  circuit  of  theatres.  A-l  references.  Write  BOX- 
OFFICE,  332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago. 

PROJECTOR  MECHANIC — Simplex  centre  frame  as- 
sembly, or  intermittent  movements.  Long  experience 
on  this  class  of  work  and  other  types  of  projectors. 
B-2139,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors.  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON 
FECTIONS,  1116  South  Michiaan.  Chicago  5,  111. 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS  — ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  KARMELKORN  EQUIPMENT, 
120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6,  111. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING — Bags — Boxes — Salt — pop- 
corn machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


FOR  SALE — Popcorn — large  yellow,  $11.00  cwt.  J. 
OGELVIE,  Box  427,  219  Fourth  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


BINGO  CARDS — Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 
lots  of  10,000.  Smaller  quanties,  $2.25  per  thou- 
sand. S KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  York  City. 


STAR  PHOTOS — 31/2x51/2  inches.  Real  high-class 
photos  of  any  movie  star,  $25  per  1,000.  Patrons  will 
rave  about  them.  Remit  with  order.  Free  samples. 
BRAM  STUDIO,  306  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City  18, 
N.Y. 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  3,  1945 
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"THE  PICTURE  OF 
DORIAN  GRAY”  with 
George  Sanders,  Hurd 
Hatfield,  Donna  Reed, 
Angela  Lansbury,  Peter 
Lawford,LowellGilmore, 
Richard  Fraser  • Screen 
Play  by  Albert  Lewin 
Based  Upon  the  Novel  by 
Oscar  Wilde  • Directed 
by  Albert  Lewin  • Pro- 
duced by  Pandro  S.  Ber- 
man • An  M-G-M  Picture 


LEO  HAS  PRODUCED 
A MASTERPIECE! 


IN  THE  NATIONAL  MAGAZINES 
AND  SYNDICATED  COLUMNS! 


" People  are  talking  about  the  movie  'THE  PICTURE 
OF  DORIAN  GRAY’— so  amazing!” 

—VOGUE  MAGAZINE 


"Orchids  for  'THE  PICTURE  OF  DORIAN  GRAY’!’ 

—WALTER  WINCHELL 


"M-G-M  has  given  us  a picture  with  a daring  theme. 

Never  did  I dream  it  could  be  done  so  beautifully.’ 

—ELSA  MAXWELL 
in  her  syndicated  column 


"See  it  and  let  it  speak  for  itself!”  —SIDNEY  SKOLSKY 


FROM 

"Unusual 


HOLLYWOOD’S  CORRESPONDENTS! 


Exciting!  THE  PICTURE  OF  DORIAN  GRAY’ 
will  be  the  most  talked  about  movie  of  1945  !” 

— ERSKINE  JOHNSON,  Hollywood  correspondent, 
Newspaper  Enterprise  Association 


"No  one 


should  miss  it!  Breathless  . . . from  start  to  finish!” 

— JOHN  TODD,  International  News  Service 

"One  of  the  most  daring  and  revealing  films  ever  produced! 
Truly  remarkable!” 

— FRED  STANLEY,  Hollywood  correspondent,  N.  Y.  Times 

"One  of  the  best  to  come  out  of  Hollywood  in  years!” 

— PHILIP  K.  SCHEUER,  Los  Angeles  Times  and  Family  Circle  Magazine 

"A  daring  story  to  film  and  M-G-M  has  filmed  it  daringly! 
Marks  a milestone  !v  —HAROLD  SWISHER,  United  Press 


FROM  THE  TRADE! 

"Rugged  box-office  stuff.  Swell  entertainment.  A thriller!” 

—FILM  DAILY 


"Magnificently  produced.  Excellently  acted.  Will  hold  tense, 
fascinated  interest.  Outstanding  performances.” 


—SHOWMEN’S  TRADE  REVIEW 


* 


'Unusual,  intriguing  and  novel.  Interpreted  with  superlative 
artistry.  Hurd  Hatfield  superb.”  —MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY 

'Oscar  ’Wilde’s  daring  story  exceptionally  good  film.  Hatfield 
gives  brilliant  performance.  Sends  shivers  up  and  dowji 
the  spine.”  , — BOXOFFICE 

I \ 

'Its  magnificence  can  hardly  be  approached  by  any  picture 
that  has  ever  been  made.”  —HOLLYWOOD  REPORTER 


MGM 


FLASH! 

2 YEAR 
RECORD! 

Capitol,  N.  Y. 
World 
Premiere! 
See  Page  32 


Red  Cross  Week — March  15-21 
Collect  At  Every  Show  ! 


These  Great  Motion  Pictures  were  Advertised  in 
PARENTS1  MAGAZINE  in  1944 


Adventures  of  Mark  Twain 
American  Romance 
Canterville  Ghost 
Cowboy  and  the  Senorita 
Destination  Tokyo 
Dragon  Seed 
Gaslight 
Going  My  Way 
A Guy  Named  Joe 
Hands  Across  the  Border 
Home  in  Indiana 
In  Old  Oklahoma 
In  Our  Time 
Janie 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom 


Kismet 

Madame  Curie 

Mrs.  Parkington 

San  Fernando  Valley 

See  Here,  Private  Hargrove 

Seventh  Cross 

Since  You  Went  Away 

Song  of  Nevada 

Song  of  the  Open  Road 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

Thousands  Cheer 

White  Cliffs  of  Dover 

Wilson 

Yellow  Rose  of  Texas 


■ 1 1 HE  TRULY  GREAT  motion  pictures  are  al- 
ways advertised  in  PARENTS'  MAGA- 
ZINE because  it  is  the  only  major  publication 
that  concentrates  100%  of  its  readers  in  the 
biggest  market  for  motion  pictures. 

Families  with  children  not  only  contain  seven 
out  of  every  ten  people  in  the  United  States,  but 
they  spend  at  the  boxoffice  more  than  all  other 
families  and  individuals  combined  — 21.3% 
more. 


PARENTS'  MAGAZINE  recognizes  the  impor- 
tance of  motion  pictures  in  the  lives  of  its  read- 
ers and  therefore  publishes  each  month  a re- 
view and  rating  of  current  releases  that  is  so 
widely  copied  by  other  publications  that  it 
influences  the  motion  picture  attendance  of 
more  than  10,000,000  people. 


In  1944  PARENTS'  MAGAZINE  ranked  1st 
among  all  women's  service  magazines,  2nd 
among  all  general  magazines  in  the  volume  of 
motion  picture  advertising  which  it  carried. 


Use  PARENTS'  MAGAZINE  to  reach  your  big- 
gest market  for  your  greatest  pictures. 


PARENTS'  MAGAZINE 

52  Vanderbilt  Avenue  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


THEY  NEVER  MISS 
A PERFORMANCE! 


Please  collect 
for  them  at 
every 

performance 
during  the 
week  of 
March  15-21st 
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FROM  THAT  ACE  BEST  SELLER  THAT  ACE  FLYING  TIGER 


mmm 


Screen  Piay  by  Peter  Milne  and  Abem  Finlcel  • Music  by  Franz  Waxman 


THE  NATIONAL  FILM  WEEKLY 

PUBLISHED  IN  EIGHT  SECTIONAL  EDITIONS 
BEN  SHLYEN 

Editor-in-Chief  and  Publisher 

JAMES  M.  JERAULD 
Editor 
IVAN  SPEAR 
Western  Editor 
RAYMOND  LEVY 
General  Manager 

Published  Every  Saturday  by 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 

Editorial  Offices:  9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  New  York  20, 
N.  Y.;  Raymond  Levy,  General  Manager.  James  M. 
Jerauld,  Editor.  A.  J.  Stocker,  Eastern  Representa- 
tive. Telephone  Columbus  5-6370  , 5-6371,  5-6372. 

Cable  address:  "BOXOFFICE,  New  York." 

Central  Offices:  332  South  Michigan  Blvd.,  Chicago 
A,  111.  J.  Harry  Toler,  Editor  Modern  Theatre  Sec- 
tion. Telephone  WABash  4575. 

Western  Offices:  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood 
28,  Calif.  Ivan  Spear,  Manager.  Telephone  Gladstone 
1186. 

Publication  Offices:  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City 
1,  Mo.  Jesse  Shlyen,  Managing  Editor  (on  leave  to 
the  U.S.  Army);  A.  Jules  Benedic,  Acting  Managing 
Editor;  Morris  Schlozman,  Business  Manager.  Tele- 
phone CHestnut  7777. 

Other  Assoeiated  Publications:  BOXOFFICE  BA- 
ROMETER, BOXOFFICE  PICTURE  GUIDE,  published 
annually.  THE  MODERN  THEATRE,  published 
monthly  as  a section  of  BOXOFFICE. 

ALBANY— 21-23  Walter  Ave.,  M.  Berrigan. 

ATLANTA— 163  Walten,  N.  W.,  P.  H.  Savin. 
BOSTON— Hotel  Statler,  Room  417,  Floyd  L.  Bell, 
Hancock  2000,  extension  244. 

BUFFALO — 20  St.  Margaret's  Court,  Jim  Schrader. 
CHARLOTTE— 216  W.  4th,  Pauline  Griffith. 

CHICAGO — 332  S.  Michigan  Blvd.,  Jonas  Perlberg, 
WABash  4575. 

CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky.,  Clara 
Hyde,  Highland  1657. 

CLEVELAND  — 2568  Overlook  Road,  Cleveland 
Heights,  Elsie  Loeb,  Fairmount  0046. 

DALLAS — 408  S.  Harwood,  V.  W.  Crisp,  Southwest- 
ern editor.  Telephone  Riverside  3553. 

DENVER— 1645  Lafayette,  J.  A.  Rose,  TA  8517. 

DES  MOINES — Register  & Tribune  Bldg.,  Russ  Schoch. 
DETROIT — 700  Film  Exchange  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves. 

Telephones  Randolph  1100;  Night,  Townsend  8-9424. 
HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor,  Gladstone  1186. 

INDIANAPOLIS — Howard  M.  Rudeaux,  Rt.  8,  Box  770. 
KANSAS  CITY — 825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Midwest  editor  (on  leave  to  the  army).  A.  Jules 
Benedic,  acting  Midwest  editor,  CHestnut  7777. 
MEMPHIS — 707  Spring  St.,  Null  Adams,  Tel.  48-5462. 
MILWAUKEE — Bradley  Bldg.,  633  North  Water  St. 

James  R.  Gahagan,  BRoadway  2362. 

MINNEAPOLIS — Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 

NEW  HAVEN— 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915.  Gertrude 
Pearson,  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS— 214  S.  Liberty  St.,  John  F.  Elzey. 
NEW  YORK  CITY— 9 Rockefeller  Plaza.  Paul  Perez, 
News  Editor. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Robert  Busch,  Uptown  Theatre. 
OMAHA — Lou  Gerdes,  Omaha  World-Herald  Bldg. 
PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia  Record  Bldg.,  Broad 
and  Wood  Sts.,  E.  J.  Hunter. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F.  Klingen- 
smith,  ATlantic  4858. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— 925  N.  W.  19th  St.,  Harold  Dormer. 
ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett,  Flan- 
ders 3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Milner  Hotel,  33  W.  2nd  South 
St.,  Viola  B.  Hutton,  3-2776. 

SAN  ANTONIO— 531  North  St.,  L.  J.  B.  Ketner. 

SAN  FRANCISCO — 25  Taylor  St.,  Gail  Lipman, 
ORdway  4812-4813. 

SEATTLE — 2418  2nd  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper,  Seneca  2460. 
WASHINGTON— 1217  H St.,  N.  W„  A1  Sherman, 
Executive  0715.  Filmrow:  932  New  Jersey,  N.  W., 
Sara  Young. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
HAMILTON— 20  Holton,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
MONTREAL— 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G.,  Roy  Car- 
michael, Walnut  5519. 

ST.  JOHN — 116  Prince  Edward  St.,  Wm.  J.  McNulty. 
TORONTO — 242  Milwood,  Milton  Galbraith. 
VANCOUVER — 411  Lyric  Theatre  Bldg.,  Jack  Droy. 
VICTORIA — ’1330  Dallas  Road,  Gordon  MacKintosh. 
WINNIPEG — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 

Member  Audit  Bureau  of  Circulations 
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BREED  OF  DISUNITY 


HIS  is  open  season  for  legislative  pot-shots  at 
the  motion  picture  business.  Among  revenue-seeking  meas- 
ures under  the  guise  of  "public  safety"  was  a fire  bill  intro- 
duced in  the  Iowa  state  legislature,  which,  happily,  was  de- 
feated. In  connection  therewith  Venerable  Showman  F.  R. 
Bandy,  who  is  75  years  old  and  has  been  operating  the  Princess 
at  Britt,  Iowa,  since  August,  1911,  has  written  us  as  follows: 

"I  heartily  agree  with  my  friend  Leo  Wolcott  in  what  he  says  in  the 
last  issue  of  BOXOFFICE  about  new  legislation. 

"It  is  hard  for  me  to  understand  WHY  after  all  that  the  theatres  have 
been  called  upon  to  do  in  promoting  various  bond  drives.  Red  Cross, 
March  of  Dimes  campaign,  running  the  different  propaganda  govern- 
ment films,  which  lots  of  times  upset  our  shows,  to  have  some  fellow 

pop  up  in  our  legislature  and  propose  some  thing  that  would 

put  a lot  of  us  out  of  business. 

"It  all  proves  to  me  that  WE  EXHIBITORS  MUST  HAVE  AN  ORGANI- 
ZATION (the  emphasis  is  Mr.  Bandy's)  and  have  a man  at  the  head  of 
it  who  is  not  afraid  to  call  a spade  a spade.  I am  glad  I contacted  my 
senator  and  representative  relative  to  the  proposed  bill,  although  it 
probably  did  not  need  their  help  to  kill  it  anyway — it  was  too  vicious  to 
get  by  any  sane  body  of  legislators,  but  evidently  someone  was  out  for 
publicity." 

“Someone  being  out  for  publicity"  has  been  responsible 
for  many  vicious  legislative  measures  being  aimed  at  this 
business.  But  they  all  require  exhibitors  to  be  on  the  alert, 
lest  such  bills  slip  through  and  become  enacted  into  law.  In 
these  times,  when  exhibitors  are  so  heavily  engaged  in  war 
activity  work  they  have  little  time  to  devote  to  their  own  busi- 
ness interests,  there  is  danger  of  some  such  slip-throughs. 

The  legislative  hoppers  of  the  30-odd  states  now  holding 
sessions  are  filled  with  tax  and  nuisance  measures  aimed 
directly  at  motion  picture  theatres;  in  many  instances  these  bills 
are  highly  discriminatory  and  stand  to  be  defeated  on  these 
grounds;  in  others  they  include  theatres  in  measures  of 
general  application  and  thus  are  more  difficult  to  combat;  in 
still  others,  theatres  are  lumped  in  with  saloons,  juke-box  joints 
and  similar  so-called  "places  of  amusement,"  which  legislators 
might  declare  would  raise  the  cry  of  “discrimination"  on  the 
part  of  others,  if  theatres  were  not  included.  This  it  would 
seem  calls  for  a job  of  public  relations  to  be  done  for  the  the- 
atre, either  by  good  exhibitor  organization  or  by  the  collective 
industry. 

And  this  brings  to  mind  that  public  relations  in  this  busi- 
ness is  almost  exclusively  aimed  at  selling  the  product  rather 
than  the  institution — and  the  people  that  comprise  it. 

Legislation  has  been  a perennial  problem  ever  since  the 
day  the  motion  picture  was  bom  50  years  ago.  Yet  in  all  that 
time  there  has  not  been  perfected  a permanently  set  up.  well- 
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organized  and  orderly-functioning  organization  thoroughly 
representing  the  exhibition  branch  of  the  industry. 

Oh,  yes,  there  are  legislative  committees  on  the  two  or 
three  so-called  national  exhibitor  bodies.  But  these  have  been 
of  the  “volunteer  fireman"  order  that  springs  to  action  only 
after  fire  has  broken  out;  and  usually  gets  there  too  late.  Al- 
ways this  sort  of  haphazard  effort  takes  more  time,  effort  and 
money  from  the  members  in  the  field — which  in  these  times 
is  at  a premium  and  not  so  readily  available. 

There  should  be  a permanent  legislative  setup,  actively 
supported  by  all  of  the  exhibitor  groups — and  participated  in 
by  the  distributing  and  producing  organizations — even  if  unity 
is  lacking  in  other  ways  to  prevent  fusion  of  exhibitor  interests 
completely. 

But,  until  there  is  complete  unity,  exhibitor  problems  will 
not  diminish — whether  they  concern  legislation  and  taxation 
or  any  one  of  the  dozens  of  perennials  which  disunity  breeds. 

* * 

Any  Other  Suggestions? 

From  Exhibitor  Allan  Banks.  Vogue  at  Remsen.  Iowa, 
comes  the  following  letter: 

"Since  the  war  started,  theatres  have  sold  bonds,  made  collections  for 
war  purposes,  shown  government  films,  donated  running  time  for  bond 
premieres,  all  gratis.  They  have  been  taxed  20  per  cent,  the  same  as 
saloons  and  honky  tonks.  Their  display  lights  have  been  taken  from 
them.  The  time  was  moved  up  an  hour  making  operation  difficult  in  a 
small  town  such  as  mine.  Now  we  have  the  curfew. 

"Saturday  and  Sunday  are  the  big  nights  and,  if  the  theatre  fills 
up.  we  cannot  take  care  of  the  rest  of  the  patrons  without  a second 
show,  due  to  lack  of  running  time.  This  is  true  only  occasionally,  when 
a long  show  is  booked.  Starting  earlier  is  useless  as  our  patrons  do  not 
get  in  town  early. 

"Don't  you  think  that  the  small  town  theatre  should  have  the  privilege 
of  running  its  two  full  shows  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays?  There  seems 
to  be  no  answer  to  this  problem  under  the  present  ruling." 

While  some  such  dispensation  as  Mr.  Banks  suggests  may 
be  allowed,  it  is  doubtful.  The  answer  to  his  problem  would 
seem  to  be  in  shortening  his  programs. 

* * 

Remember, 

Every 

Dollar 
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Sailors 


Pcd&e  Seafo 

Planning  "Petticoat  Lane" 

As  First  Long  Video-Film 

Andrew  Stone,  UA,  in  June  will  shoot  in 
Technicolor  first  full-length  feature  to  be  tele- 
cast, using  specially-designed  television  cam- 
era. 


Connors  to  Act  as  National 
WAC  Distributor  Chairman 

Executive  of  Twentieth-Fox  takes  post  for 
duration  of  the  Seventh  War  Loan  campaign, 
replacing  Gradwell  Sears,  who  is  ill. 


Georgia  Solons  Decline 
To  Okay  Sunday  Shows 

Sabbath  legalization  develops  into  battle 
between  opposing  preacher-members;  vote 
is  87  to  67  for  bill,  not  sufficient  majority 
to  pass. 


• 9 % 

20th-Fox  Exchanges  Send 
$250  Each  to  the  R.  C. 

Every  branch  instructed  to  present  addi- 
tional checks  to  local  chapters;  latest  con- 
tributions from  distribution  of  Victory  shorts 
in  excess  of  costs. 

• • — — 

Annual  MPPDA  Meeting 
Scheduled  March  26 

President  Will  H.  Hays  returns  from  coast 
and  resumes  writing  of  annual  report;  no 
word  on  possible  changes  in  executive  setup. 


• • • ■ 

Joe  Deitch  ol  Tri-States 
Billed  for  Eastern  Post 

Film  buyer  and  booker  at  Des  Moines  for 
eight  years  goes  to  Paramount  home  office 
theatre  department  in  an  executive  post,  it 
was  announced  at  weekend. 


m i»  • i . 

Raw  Stock  Pool  Is  Being 
Discussed  in  the  Capital 

Idea  advanced  by  WPB  to  industry  for 
turning  in  present  holdings  in  order  to  ease 
strain  in  next  quarter;  in  meantime  Mexico 
asks  for  5,000,000  feet. 


UA  Producer  Cowan  to  Build 
Eastern  Staff  of  Blurbers 

With  signing  of  George  Schaefer  as  dis- 
tribution head,  exploitation  group  to  be  en- 
larged; Publicity  Chief  Bill  Pierce  jr.  New 
York  bound  to  make  appointments. 


Cold  Wave  Halts  Rising 
Floods  at  River  Points 

Cincinnati  hardest  hit  in  early  stages; 
Pittsburgh  prepared  for  disaster,  but  tem- 
perature drop  eases  situation  after  film  ship- 
ments had  been  banned. 


TRIAL  OF  ANTITRUST  SUIT  IS  SET 
TO  OPEN  IN  N.Y.  ON  OCTOBER  8 


Pleads  Independents  Be  Protected 


Conference  With  Court  on 
Scope  of  Issues  to  Be 
Held  on  March  26 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 

NEW  YORK — The  government’s  antitrust 
suit  against  the  major  distributors,  prosecu- 
tion of  which  was  stayed  by  the  New  York 
consent  decree,  will  be  tried  in  federal  court, 
starting  Monday,  October  8.  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard  set  the  date  at  a hearing 
in  the  district  court  at  which  he  heard  oral 
arguments  in  the  government’s  move  to  ob- 
tain an  injunction  enjoining  distributors  from 
granting  any  clearance  to  noncompetitive 
theatres.  He  reserved  decision. 

Judge  Goddard  set  March  26  for  a pretrial 
conference  asked  by  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Robert  L.  Wright,  at  which  government 
and  distributors’  counsel  will  confer  on  issues 
to  be  adjudicated  at  the  proposed  trial. 

Distributors  Deny  Violations 

Wright  submitted  to  the  court  several 
volumes  of  decisions  of  the  appeal  board  of 
the  motion  picture  tribunal;  reports  of  the 
ownership  of  theatres  by  distributors  and 
various  sample  licensing  agreements.  Attor- 
neys for  the  distributors  in  opposing  intro- 
duction of  the  appeal  board  reports  said  in 
effect  that  they  do  not  constitute  evidence 
of  any  violation  of  the  Sherman  Act. 

Wright  in  reply  stated  that  in  the  event 
that  these  decisions  are  not  admitted  into 
evidence,  the  government  would  move  to 
abolish  the  arbitration  provisions  of  the  con- 
sent decree  entirely. 

Then  he  remarked  that  the  government 
sought  to  proceed  with  the  trial  because  in- 
terim relief,  he  contended,  is  deemed  neces- 
sary through  the  fact  the  trial  may  drag  along 
for  some  time  in  the  future.  He  added  that 
the  government’s  action  was  brought  about 
because  the  government  and  the  distributors 
could  not  agree  on  “the  main  issues  of  the 
dispute.” 

When  Wright  suggested  a trial  date  in  Sep- 
tember, Judge  Goddard  said  he  expects  to 
be  away  on  his  vacation  until  late  in  Sep- 
tember and  suggested  an  October  date.  The 
court  thereupon  set  the  October  8 date,  sub- 
ject to  possible  change  later.  Whitney  North 
Seymour,  on  behalf  of  the  distributors,  as- 
sented to  the  date. 

Speculate  on  Length  of  Trial 

Judge  Goddard  inquired  as  to  how  long  the 
trial  would  take  and  Wright  replied  that  a 
pretrial  conference  between  opposing  coun- 
sel would  pretty  well  determine  the  answer. 

Wright  then  gave  a brief  outline  of  the  de- 
velopments leading  up  to  the  present  hear- 
ing. The  government  would  not  rely  on  oral 
testimony,  but  would  stand  on  the  briefs  and 
documents  which  were  submitted  prior  to 
the  hearing,  Wright  said. 

The  government’s  attorney,  in  assailing 
arbitration  under  the  consent  decree,  de- 
clared that  it  “is  not  doing  the  job  it  is  sup- 
posed to  under  the  Sherman  Antitrust  Act.” 
When  Wright  spoke  of  “unreasonable  clear- 
ance,” Judge  Goddard  asked:  “What  is  un- 
reasonable clearance?”  Wright  replied: 
“When  it  restrains  competition.” 

Following  this  exchange,  Wright  said  that 
fundamentally  the  present  decree  is  inade- 
quate because  it  puts  the  burden  of  proof 
upon  exhibitors  in  revealing  unreasonable 
clearance.  In  the  government’s  view,  he  add- 
ed, any  clearance  whatsoever  is  unreason- 


In  Any  Injunction 

WASHINGTON — Urging  that  the  govern- 
ment’s antitrust  suit  against  the  major  film 
companies  be  set  for  trial  dining  the  coming 
spring,  Abram  Myers  of  Allied,  acting  as 
counsel  for  the  Conference  of  Independent 
Exhibitors,  submitted  a brief  outlining  the 
independents’  viewpoint  on  this  action. 

Declaring  that  the  independent  exhibitors 
should  be  protected  in  any  order  that  may  be 
entered,  the  Allied  brief  emphasized  again 
its  support  of  the  attorney  general’s  plan 
filed  Aug.  7,  1944,  that  the  producing-dis- 
tributing  companies  be  completely  divorced 
from  theatre  operation.  Myers’  brief  also 
urges  that  burdens  should  not  be  imposed  on 
the  independent  exhibitors  following  any  at- 
tempt by  the  government  to  restrain  the  de- 
fendant companies  following  completion  of 


able  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  there  is  sub- 
stantial competition  between  the  theatres  in- 
volved. 

Judge  Goddard  interposed  the  question:  “In 
your  opinion  would  all  clearance  be  unrea- 
sonable?” To  which  Wright  retorted:  “All 
clearance  would  be  in  restraint  of  trade  un- 
less it  is  shown  that  it  is  reasonable.”  He 
added  that  the  only  feasible  way  to  observe 
the  operations  of  arbitration  is  to  study  the 
opinions  of  the  appeal  board. 

The  government’s  attorney  explained  that 
the  consent  decree  promulgated  in  1940  was 
for  a three-year  trial  period;  that  the  selling 
provisions  were  stipulated  for  one  year.  The 
government  reserved  the  right  at  the  end  of 
the  three-year  period,  he  asserted,  to  resume 
divorcement  proceedings  and  that  either 
party  to  the  agreement  was  free  to  seek  modi- 
fication at  the  close  of  three  years.  Arbitra- 
tion has  continued  by  the  failure  of  either 
the  government  or  defendants  to  take  formal 
steps  to  seek  modification. 

Explains  Government’s  Attitude 

Wright  emphasized  several  times  during 
the  hearing  that  the  attorney  general  had  re- 
jected proposals  to  modify  the  decree  so  as 
to  extend  its  operations  for  five  additional 
years  and  to  drop  any  divestiture  actions 
during  that  period. 

Whitney  North  Seymour,  on  behalf  of  the 
defendants,  declared  that  they  object  to  ad- 
mission into  evidence  of  the  opinions  on  the 
ground  that  they  do  not  constitute  evidence 
of  any  alleged  violation  of  the  Sherman  Act. 

Edward  Raftery,  representing  United  Art- 
ists and  Universal,  objected  to  their  admis- 
sion into  evidence  because  these  two  com- 
panies are  not  parties  to  the  consent  decree. 
Louis  Frohlich,  for  Columbia,  objected  for 
the  same  reasons. 

Former  Justice  Joseph  M.  Proskauer, 
spokesman  for  the  consenting  distributors,  in 
opposing  the  motion  for  the  temporary  in- 
junction said: 

“The  government  asks  for  the  most  drastic 
relief  known  to  law  without  the  pretense  of 
showing  any  necessity  for  it.  Where  does 
the  government  have  the  right  to  ask  for  an 
injunction?  You  (the  court)  are  not  to  de- 
termine whether  the  consent  decree  has 
worked  well  or  not.  You  (the  court)  who 


on  Clearance 


the  antitrust  suit.  The  brief  states:  “Having 
been  charged  with  no  offense,  the  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  rightly  regard  with  misgiv- 
ing the  proposal  in  the  government’s  brief 
that  clearance  granted  to  independent  thea- 
tres be  subject  to  the  injunction.” 

The  Myers’  statement  also  adds  that  aside 
from  a few  large  independent  chains,  all  or 
most  of  which  are  now  being  sued  under  the 
Sherman  Act,  “Independent  exhibitors  do  not 
possess  the  buying  power  or  influence  with 
which  to  secure  special  favors.” 

It  was  suggested  that  the  temporary  in- 
junction if  granted  be  limited  in  its  applica- 
tion to  clearance  granted  by  the  defendant  to 
the  affiliated  theatres  or  to  the  affiliated 
theatres  and  the  large  50  or  100-theatre  in- 
dependent chains. 


helped  to  create  the  consent  decree  are  not 
permitted  to  say  whether  or  not  it  works. 
This  is  what  the  government  wants. 

“Clearance  is  essential  to  every  exhibitor 
of  motion  pictures.  If  clearance  is  unreason- 
able, the  matter  is  subject  to  arbitration.  Un- 
der the  law  the  government  had  to  agree  to 
the  arbitration  provision.  We  are  not  selling 
merchandise  such  as  bricks  or  clothing;  we 
are  selling  the  licensing  right  to  exhibit  a 
copyrighted  picture. 

“Under  the  Morosco  decision,  the  courts 
held  that  the  owners  of  a motion  picture 
copyright  do  posses  the  right  to  impose  re- 
strictions on  the  exhibition  of  their  product. 

“The  government  is  unable  to  define  un- 
reasonable clearance  except  in  very  vague 
terms.  How  can  any  court  of  justice  issue 
a temporary  injunction  on  such  flimsy 
grounds?  One  of  the  most  complex  and  dif- 
ficult subjects  is  clearance.  We  knew  that 
in  1940  when  the  consent  decree  was  drawn 
up. 

“The  appeal  board  has  abolished  clearance 
in  many  cases.  In  some  75  per  cent  of  the 
cases  reviewed  by  the  appeals  board,  it  was 
decided  that  the  existing  clearance  was  pro- 
per and  just.  Basing  clearance  primarily  on 
the  basis  of  admissions  isn’t  always  the  cor- 
rect method  to  handle  the  matter,  for  there 
are  many  other  factors  that  enter  into  clear- 
ance. 

Factors  Entering  Into  Clearance 

“How  does  the  government  have  the  right 
to  say  that  because  theatres  have  the  same 
admission  price,  clearance  must  be  elimi- 
nated? What  about  the  other  factors  that 
enter  into  the  matter  of  clearance:  such  as 
sating  capacity  and  investment,  etc.?” 

Making  clearance  contingent  upon  admis- 
sion scale  might  very  well  lead  to  the  raising 
of  admissions  to  enable  an  exhibitor  to  ob- 
tain better  clearance,  said  Proskauer  and  then 
asked:  “Where  would  the  public’s  interest 
lie?”  The  present  industry  practice  has  en- 
abled films  costing  millions  of  dollars  to  be 
seen  by  patrons  at  a cost  of  as  low  as  ten 
cents,  he  added,  and  amplified: 

“The  opinions  of  the  appeal  board  have  not 
disclosed  any  violations  of  the  Sherman  Act.” 

John  G.  Caskey,  counsel  for  20th-Fox,  said 

(Continued  on  page  48) 
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Our  industry,  too,  has  campaign  ribbons  it  can  proudly  wear 
on  its  chest  . . . Bond  Drives  . . . War  Funds  . • . March  of  Dimes 
. . . United  Nations  . . . Red  Cross  . . . yes,  dozens  of  important 
missions  on  the  home  front — and  more  to  come  before  this  show 
is  over.  But  we  can  look  any  G.I.  Joe  in  the  eye  and  say  “we  didn’t 
let  you  down!”  . . . and  we’ll  be  in  there  pitching  ’til  it’s  over, 
over  there! 


That’s  show  business  . . . the  business  we’re  all  proud  of  . . . the 
business  that  organized  itself  for  national  defense  before  the  first 
shot  was  fired  . . . the  business  that  knows  how  to  do  things  and 
how  to  get  things  done. 

Yes,  it’s  our  job  to  pass  the  ammunition!  To  get  the  dollars 
that  help  fight  battles  ...  to  get  the  dollars  that  help  bandage 
the  wounds  of  war! 


We  all  know  that  the  true  measure  of  showmanship  is  at  the 
box  office.  We  love  records  like  we  love  the  sound  of  laughter 
and  applause  in  our  theatres.  We  love  record  grosses!  . . . and 
that  goes  for  bond  sales,  collections  ...  or  anything  else  we’re 
asked  to  do  for  our  country* 

We  are  now  called  upon  to  bring,  into  the  RED  CROSS  WAR 
FUND  BOX  OFFICE,  more  money  in  a single  week  than  ever 
before.  It’s  going  to  test  our  showmanship. . . our  ability  to  think 
of  new  ways  to  make  the  public  dig  deep  and  come  across  when 
we  put  up  the  house  lights  and  pass  the  helmet. 

The  Red  Cross  needs  your  help  . . . just  as  the  boys  in  the 
foxholes  and  the  whole  suffering  world  need  the  Red  Cross! 


“The  Red  Cross  is  great  because  it  reflects  and  is 
sustained  by  an  idea  that  is  lodged  in  the  emo- 
tions and  consciousness  of  all  the  people.  That 
idea  is  the  dignity  of  man,  and  the  responsibility 
of  all  society  toward  its  individual  members.” 
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“It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Theatre  Divi- 
sion, War  Activities  of  the  Motion  Picture  Indus- 
try, again  plans  to  organize  collections  in  the  na- 
tion’s motion  picture  theatres  from  March  15th 
through  March  21st,  1945,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Red  Cross  War  Fund. 


"I  am  confident  that  the  enthusiastic  co-opera- 
tion of  the  nation’s  exhibitors  will  materially  help 
their  local  communities  in  attaining  or  exceeding 


CHAIRMAN.  THE  AMERICAN  NATIONAL  RED  CROSS 


their  chapter  goals.’ 
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(Last  minute  checkup) 

J THEATRE  DECORATIONS 
J SPECIAL  TRAILER 
,/hOUSE  LIGHTS  UP 
/collection  CONTAINERS 
J USE  OF  AD  SLUGS 

/official  proclamation 
/radio  cooperation 
/newspaper  cooperation 
/special  events 

J CHILDREN’S  MATINEE 
/CONTAINER  AT  BOX  OFFICE 


\ COLLECTION 


YOUR  TRAILER 

is  a terrific  heart  punch. 
It  stars 

INGRID  BERGMAN 

and  was  directed  by 
Jacques  Tourneur. 

You  get  it  free. 

Run  it  at  every 
performance. 


— 





AT  EVERY  SHOW 


\/ 


SCHOOL  TIEUPS 


"This  is  the  eve  of  battle.  For  months  your  na- 
tional and  local  committees  have  labored  with 
the  vast  detail  of  organization  and  preparation 
for  this  drive.  March  1 5th  is  D-Day  and  H-Hour 
for  us.  We  have  a great  task  to  perform.  As  in 
every  battle,  success  will  depend  on  the  initiative 
and  fighting  qualities  of  every  man  and  woman 
in  our  industry.  The  RED  CROSS  is  depend- 
ing on  YOU  ...  1 know  you  will  not  fail  the 
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New  Checking  Service 

^^HEN  Confidential  Reports,  Inc.,  gets 
into  operation  early  in  April  it  will 
be  the  fourth  checking  service  used  by 
major  companies.  Warners  and  M-G-M 
have  had  their  own  checkers  for  some 
time.  With  Paramount,  Columbia,  UA 
and  RKO  in  the  new  service,  Ross  Federal 
is  left  with  20th-Fox  and  other  clients.  It 
does  market  research  work  other  than 
checking. 

Jack  Levin,  who  will  be  the  directing 
head  of  the  new  service,  after  many  years 
with  the  Copyright  Protection  Bureau, 
hopes  to  make  the  service  agreeable  to 
exhibitors  by  furnishing  them  confidential 
information  about  their  cwn  theatres. 
Getting  an  organization  cf  5,000  to  6,000 
employes  into  operation  in  these  times  of 
manpower  shortages  is  something  of  a feat. 
The  calibre  of  checkers  is  important.  They 
must  be  tactful  as  well  as  honest.  Main- 
taining supervision  over  their  activities  is 
a major  task. 

Exhibitor  reaction  to  this  new  project 
will  have  a bearing  on  its  success,  especial- 
ly at  this  time  when  so  many  of  the  violent 
opponents  of  checkers  are  carrying  their 
complaints  to  the  department  of  justice. 

* * * 

This  Week  Tieup 

^^HEN  Frederic  Ullman  jr.'s  This  Is 
America  series  first  began  to  make  an 
impression  on  the  public  the  general 
thought  was  that  this  could  be  counted 
as  a war  attraction  taking  an  advantage 
of  patriotic  emotion.  The  series  has  gained 
in  popularity.  It  has  spread  its  appeal  to 
thinking  portions  of  the  audience,  and  now' 
rates  as  an  attraction  worth  advertising 
like  March  of  Time.  The  new  tieup  with 
This  Week  magazine,  with  its  6,500,000 
circulation  is  another  move  showing  the 
promotional  angles  are  not  being  neglect- 
ed. RKO  says  the  shorts  are  now  playing 
in  8,900  domestic  and  400  foreign  theatres. 
Quite  an  accomplishment! 

* * * 

From  the  Heart 

F.  COUILLARD,  manager  of  the  Star 
Theatre  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  posted  a 
onesheet  on  his  boxoffice  during  the  March 
of  Dimes  collection  and  added  the  daily 
collection  totals.  At  the  top  of  the  sheet 
was  this  letter: 

To  Our  Patrons  of  the  Star  Theatre: 

I won’t  presume  to  try  to  improve 
on  Miss  Garson’s  sincere  appeal  to  you. 
My  only  wish  is  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  we  never  know  where  this  dread 
disease  will  appear. 

Six  years  ago,  on  my  birthday,  my 
own  boy  was  stricken.  Ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, I personally  can  assure  that  it 
is  a terrifying  feeling  of  helplessness. 
There  was  no  supper  for  us  that  night. 
What  became  of  my  birthday  cake,  I 
don’t  know.  I thank  God  that  my  son 
is  well,  today,  but  please,  if  WE,  in 
this  theatre,  can  contribute  to  help 


By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 

bring  the  cure  of  one  single  child,  I 
can  promise  you  the  everlasting  grati- 
tude of  the  parents,  as  well  as  of  the 
poor  innocent  little  children. 

So,  please,  in  Heaven's  name,  give 
as  much  as  you  can.  You  may  be  giv- 
ing for  someone  in  your  own  family. 

Let  your  heart  be  your  guide.  Thank 
you. 

Gratefully  yours, 

C.  F.  COUILLARD. 

From  a friend  to  friends.  Concord  re- 
sponded. 

* * * 

Skouras  Before  ITOA 

gPYROS  SKOURAS,  20th-Fox  president, 
was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  New 
York  ITOA  meeting  in  the  Hotel  Astor  late 
last  week.  The  session  began  with  a 
luncheon  and  adjourned  shortly  before  5 
p.  m.  “Nothing  to  report,”  was  the  com- 
ment of  members  at  the  close.  Skouras 
explained  a number  of  the  company's  dis- 
tribution problems  and  the  price  alloca- 
tions of  important  pictures,  and  answered 
numerous  questions.  It  was  the  second 
goodwill  gesture  he  has  made  before  an 
exhibitor  organization  in  recent  weeks. 
The  first  was  at  the  Allied  board  meeting 
in  Columbus. 

* * * 

Successful  Opening 

^^HEN  Warners  put  on  a regional  open- 
V ing  it  usually  gets  results.  A copy  of 
the  Macon  Telegraph  shows  the  premiere 
of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  in  the  home  town 
of  the  author.  Col.  Robert  L.  Scott,  was 
no  exception.  It  had  pictures  on  five  pages, 
leading  off  with  a five-column  layout  on 
page  1;  seven  stories  on  three  pages;  16 
congratulatory  ads  from  leading  mer- 
chants, and  a full  page  ad  from  the  the- 
atre. 

* * * 

1R7ARNERS’  "Hotel  Berlin”  is  so  up  to 
date  that  it  has  the  statement  issued 
by  President  Roosevelt,  Prime  Minister 
Churchill  and  Premier  Stalin  after  the 
Yalta  conference  at  the  end  of  the  picture. 


— Courtesy  of  Look  Magazine 

“EXCUSE  ME,  SIR!— Smoking  in  the 
mezzanine  only.” 


Head  of  Arthur  Clan 
Honored  by  Anaheim 

ANAHEIM,  CALIF.— Harry  C.  Arthur  sr., 
local  exhibitor  and  patriarchal  head  of  the 
Arthur  clan,  is  front  page  news  in  this  com- 
munity where  he  operates  several  theatres. 

The  Anaheim  Bulletin  broke  a 75-year  tra- 
dition in  honoring  him  on  his  80th  birthday 
recently  by  publishing  a “Harry  C.  Arthur 
sr.  Birthday  Edition.”  The  entire  front  page 
was  devoted  to  stories  about  the  octogenarian. 

Under  a two-coiuran  cut  of  Arthur  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  publisher  appeared: 

“In  Appreciation  . . . Tonight  Anaheim 
breaks  a tradition  of  more  than  75  years  in 
honoring  a living  citizen  of  the  city  for  his 
manifold  contributions  to  the  life  and  ac- 
tivities of  the  community. 

"Harry  C.  Arthur  sr. — comparatively  a 
newcomer — he  came  to  Anaheim  16  years  ago 
— is  the  man  Anaheim  honors  tonight  as  the 
city’s  Number  One  Booster. 

Hailed  as  “Number  One  Booster” 

“In  the  short  space  of  16  years  Harry  Arthur 
has  proved  his  right  to  that  title.  In  every 
phase  of  community  activity  he  has  played 
a leading  role.  And  that  role  always  has 
been  played  without  ostentation  and  without 
expectation  of  pecuniary  gain — in  fact  often 
at  considerable  financial  expense  . . .” 

An  eight-column  banner  headline  read: 
“Anaheim  Honors  ‘Booster  Number  One.’  ” 
Under  a four-column  secondary  head,  “Ana- 
heim Civic  Leader  Heads  Theatre’s  Largest 
Family,”  was  a story  telling  of  “38  branches 
on  the  Arthur  tree.” 

Mayor  Charles  A.  Pearson  headed  a dis- 
tinguished list  of  individuals  and  organiza- 
tions which  sent  congratulatory  messages 
that  were  reprinted  on  the  front  page.  Other 
smaller  stories  were  spotted  on  the  balance 
of  the  page. 

A full  page  display  ad  on  the  last  page, 
bearing  the  heading,  “Salute  to  an  Ameri- 
can,” carried  the  text  of  a letter  of  con- 
gratulation from  Charles  P.  Skouras,  presi- 
dent of  National  Theatres.  Another  full  page 
ad  headed:  “Happy  Birthday  to  ‘Pops’  Ar- 
thur” bore  the  names  of  all  of  the  Arthur 
c!an,  13  of  whom  are  in  the  armed  services. 

Film  Star  Escapes  Death 
As  Mother  Kills  Herself 

NEW  YORK — Una  Merkel,  film  star,  nar- 
rowly escaped  death  from  asphyxiation  when 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Arnold  Merkel,  committed 
suicide  in  her  three-room  apartment  at  Essex 
House.  Smelling  gas  coming  from  the  Merkel 
suite,  a night  watchman,  accompanied  by  a 
hastily-summoned  doctor,  entered  the  prem- 
ises with  a pass  key  and  found  Mrs.  Merkel 
lying  on  the  kitchen  floor.  Four  burners  on 
the  kitchen  range  were  open  and  in  addition 
both  of  Mrs.  Merkel’s  wrists  had  been  slashed. 

In  an  apparent  effort  to  protect  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Merkel  had  wadded  a bath  towl 
under  the  kitchen  door  to  prevent  the  gas 
from  escaping  into  the  adjacent  foyer.  The 
door  of  Miss  Merkel’s  bedroom  across  the 
foyer  from  the  kitchen  was  also  closed,  but 
nevertheless  she  was  unconscious  when  found. 
She  was  revived  and  taken  to  Roosevelt  Hos- 
pital, where  physicians  declared  her  out  of 
danger. 


New  Tax  Bill  Up  in  Idaho 

BOISE,  IDAHO — A bill  levying  a state  tax 
of  one-half  cent  per  dime  on  admission  prices 
to  any  theatre,  event  or  place  of  entertain- 
ment, has  been  introduced  in  the  Idaho  legis- 
lature. Charitable,  educational,  religious  and 
military  affairs  would  be  exempt.  The  bill’s 
sponsors  declare  the  measure,  could  furnish 
revenue  to  finance  old-age  pension  increases. 
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VAST  FILM  MARKETS  IN  CHINA , 
INDIA  FORESEEN  BY  NEWBERRY 


20th-Fox  Far  East  Head 
Says  War  Has  Created 
Many  New  Patrons 

NEW  YORK — India’s  potential  audience  of 
400,000,000  offers  vast  postwar  possibilities  to 
American  producers  of  both  16mm  and  35mm 
films,  according  to  Charles  Newbery,  20th 
Century-Pox  managing  director  for  India  and 
supervisor  for  Free  China.  The  opportunities 
for  distributors  of  films  made  in  the  U.S. 
should  be  greater  than  ever  before,  he  be- 
lieves. 

“The  reason  for  my  optimism  is  twofold,” 
Newbery  said  on  arriving  from  the  Bombay 
headquarters  of  his  company.  “First,  the 
whole-hearted  cooperation  of  His  Majesty’s 
government.  For  several  years  we  haven’t 
had  to  make  even  one  censorship  cut.  I re- 
gard this  as  a sign  official  circles  intend  to 
remove  certain  obstacles  previously  encoun- 
tered by  distributors. 

Government  Shows  Helping 

“In  addition,  the  authorities  have  adjusted 
import  film  quotas  so  we  could  furnish  screen 
entertainment  for  hundreds  of  thousands  in 
the  armed  forces.  Based  on  footage,  the  pres- 
ent 110  per  cent  quota  established  on  a ‘basic 
year’ — 1938,  I believe — is  no  handicap.  Huge 
sums  of  money  are  being  spent  on  war  pro- 
duction in  India,  much  of  the  cash  eventu- 
ally passing  through  the  boxoffice.  Millions 
of  war  workers,  hitherto  unable  to  afford  mo- 
tion picture  entertainment,  have  now  acquired 
the  habit. 

“An  even  more  heartening  example  of  gov- 
ernment cooperation  is  the  bringing  into  the 
country  districts  by  the  Bombay  presidency 
large  numbers  of  16mm  newsreels,  cartoon 
films  and  educational  features.  These  are 
sent  in  traveling  units  throughout  Bombay, 
tapping  a vast  population,  mostly  illiterate, 
and  conditioning  them  for  U.S.  and  other 
English-speaking  motion  pictures. 

“The  second  reason  for  my  optimistic  out- 
look is  the  record  set  up  by  the  American 
motion  picture  itself.  It  has  remained  clean 
and  entertaining,  furnishing  needed  relaxa- 
tion for  millions  engaged  in  war  activity, 
either  on  the  Burma  and  China  front  or  on 
the  production  line  throughout  India.  Holly- 
wood’s product  is  more  popular  than  ever 
before;  its  drawing  power  exceeded  only  by 
that  of  indigenous  pictures.” 

He  digressed  momentarily:  “I  use  the  word 
‘indigenous’  advisedly;  East  Indians  do  not 
like  to  have  the  word  ‘native’  applied  to  them- 
selves or  their  activities. 

East  India  Films  Potent 

“East  Indian  pictures  are  a force  to  be 
reckoned  with.  An  indigenous  screen  star  will 
outdraw  at  the  boxoffice  any  American  or 
European  star  of  similar  magnitude.  Their 
popularity  is  not  only  a matter  of  their  fans’ 
loyalty;  it  stems  from  the  fact  they’re  excel  - 
lect  actors.  Only  in  technical  perfection  does 
Indian  production  not  excel  ours. 

“Before  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war 
about  100  East  Indian  producers  turned  out 
approximately  300  pictures  each  year.  At  pres- 
ent, due  to  the  raw  stock  shortage,  producers 
have  consolidated  their  efforts  and  now  turn 
cut  only  200  films  annually.  Today  film  pro- 
duction in  India  is  in  a healthier  condition 
than  ever  before;  if  the  industry  here  main- 
tains the  high  quality  of  its  motion  pictures 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  it  will  estab- 


CHARLES  NEWBERY 


lish  them  soundly  for  the  future. 

“Much  depends  on  the  raw  stock  situation. 
Today  the  government  controls  all  raw  stock 
in  India  and  allocates  it  to  indigenous  pro- 
ducers, the  quality  allotted  to  each  depend- 
ing on  the  relative  importance  of  his  output 
to  the  war  effort.  Due  to  the  shortage,  a 
sort  of  ‘unwritten  law’  has  established  11,000 
feet  as  the  maximum  length  for  any  feature. 

“East  Indians  speak  no  fewer  than  320 
dialects  and  67  languages,  the  principal  ones 
being  Urdu,  Bengali,  Telegu,  Tamil  and 
Hindi.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  indigenous 
producers,  most  of  whose  product  has  been 
produced  in  Urdu,  that  language  is  becom- 
ing the  standard  one  among  India’s  myriad 
theatregoers.  Thus,  East  Indian  producers 
have  unwittingly  paved  the  way  for  Ameri- 
can distributors  to  reach  a maximum  audi- 
ence by  accustoming  India’s  polyglot  popu- 
lation to  accepting  one  language  on  the 
screen — Urdu.  Superimposed  titles,  even  in 
Urdu,  have  been  found  impracticable  be- 
cause only  a minute  fraction  of  India’s  400,- 
000,000  inhabitants  are  able  to  read.  The 
Bombay  presidency’s  traveling  units  I men- 
tioned before  carry  a narrator  to  read  the 
titles,  translate  unfamiliar  action  and  explain 
unusual  objects  to  illiterate  audiences. 

U.S.  Film  Shows  Doubled 

“As  to  motion  picture  exhibiting  in  India, 
that  phase  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  pro- 
duction end  of  the  industry.  Of  approximately 
1,500  theatres  in  the  country — the  average 
seating  capacity  is  500 — not  more  than  a half- 
dozen  are  air-conditioned;  quite  a few  houses 
are  equipped  with  blowers,  but  unfortunately 
the  latter  seem  only  to  blow  hot  air  into  the 
theatres. 

“The  number  of  houses  showing  U.S.  films 
has  nearly  doubled  from  a prewar  total  of 
300  to  more  than  550  today.  Prices  vary,  but 
the  average  admission  is  one  rupee,  or  about 
30  cents.  Incidentally,  since  my  arrival  in  the 
U.S.,  several  persons  have  asked  me  about  the 
caste  system  in  India.  During  my  eight  years 
there  I’ve  never  seen  any  evidence  of  it  in  a 
single  motion  picture  theatre:  Pariah  or 
Parsee,  the  patron  pays  his  annas  or  his 
rupees  for  a ticket,  enters  the  house,  and 


Optimism  Traced  Partly 
To  Splendid  Record  of 
American  Product 

that’s  all  there  is  to  it.  No,  there’s  no  caste 
system  in  a cinema,”  he  went  on.  “In  some 
theatres,  however,  Mohammedan  women  sit 
‘in  purdah,’  a section  reserved  for  veiled 
women,  but  this  is  not  a general  practice. 

“Speaking  of  women  in  India,  I’d  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  say  what  a splendid 
job  the  Red  Cross  girls  are  doing  in  that 
country’s  theatre  of  war.  From  Calcutta  east- 
ward, American  girls  are  battling  malaria  in 
the  most  rugged  terrain,  risking  their  lives 
and  health  to  bring  comforts  and  thoughts 
of  home  and  loved  ones  to  boys  in  uniform 
fighting  the  grimmest  of  wars.  The  American 
Red  Cross  and,  particularly,  the  ARC  girls, 
deserve  all  possible  support. 

Great  Market  in  Free  China 

“While  on  the  subject  of  grand  war  rec- 
ords, that  of  our  motion  pictures  in  Free 
China  must  not  be  overlooked.  In  Free  China, 
as  in  India,  American  films  are  opening  a 
great  market  for  the  future,  and  are  doing 
it  despite  almost  overwhelming  odds.  Trans- 
port to  Free  China  has  been  impossible.  Until 
recently  each  distributing  organization  has 
been  limited  to  but  one  feature  per  month, 
a total  of  eight  for  all  the  American  releas- 
ing films.  Yet  this  comparative  trickle  of  U.S. 
films  comprises  the  basis  of  all  programs  in 
that  country.  To  give  you  a rough  idea  of 
what  the  transport  difficulties  are  like,  only 
one  film  distributor  has  been  able  to  get  into 
Free  China  since  the  war  started,  and  he  was 
able  to  wangle  it  only  because  he  was  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  war  correspondent.  I’ve 
been  supervisor  of  Free  China  for  20th-Fox 
since  1937,  and  I haven’t  yet  been  able  to  get 
into  the  country  once!” 

“Yes,  indeed,”  Newbery  continued,  “the 
American  film  industry’s  record  in  Free  China 
is  one  to  be  proud  of.  Our  industry  has  helped 
trade,  has  always  been  willing  to  extend  100 
per  cent  cooperation  in  every  patriotic  enter- 
prise and  civic  betterment  project.  One  public 
spirited  mayor  wished  to  improve  his  town 
with  a children’s  park  and  swimming  pool, 
but,  because  the  community  exchequer  was 
virtually  non-existent,  he  was  at  a loss  how  to 
pay  for  the  improvements.  An  additional  tax 
on  theatre  admissions  soon  paid  for  both  park 
and  pool.  How  much  was  the  tax?  Exactly 
10  Chinese  National  dollars  on  each  admis- 
sion; don’t  ask  me  how  much  that  is  in 
American  money  — inflation  has  caused 
enough  headaches  already.  But  the  operation 
was  practically  painless,  and  even  if  it  hadn’t 
been,  every  member  of  the  picture  industry  is 
always  more  than  glad  to  contribute  to  any 
worthwhile  cause. 

Taxes  Are  Not  Begrudged 

“For  instance,  we  don’t  begrudge  the  many 
taxes  placed  on  admissions  in  Free  China 
because  we  feel  it’s  easing  the  load  some  place 
else  where  it  might  not  be  so  easily  borne. 
Basic  admissions  of,  say,  $60,  national  cur- 
rency, may  cost  the  patron  $110,  NC„  due  to 
taxes.  Admissions  of  $110  sound  frightening 
until  you  realize  the  amount  is  not  in  Ameri- 
can dollars,  and  is  payable  in  inflationary 
currency.  Despite  the  Free  China  govern- 
ment doing  its  best  to  check  inflation,  import 
duty  on  one  of  our  pictures,  ‘Bluebird.’  rose 

(Continued  on  page  48) 
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Fourteen  Billion  Is  Aim 
Of  Seventh  War  Loan 


WASHINGTON  — Secretary  of  Treasury 
Henry  Morgenthau  has  set  the  goal  for  the 
Seventh  War  Loan  at  14  billion  dollars,  of 
which  seven  billion  is  to  come  from  sales  to 
individuals  and  seven  billion  from  other  non- 
bank investors.  Throughout  the  entire  drive 
major  emphasis  will  be  placed  on  the  quota 
for  individuals,  highest  yet  established  in 
any  of  the  war  loan  drives.  Of  that  quota 
four  billion  has  been  set  as  the  goal  for  Series 
E war  savings  bonds;  this  is  the  highest 
quota  established  for  that  security  in  any 
drive. 

The  drive  for  individuals  will  be  the  seven 
weeks  from  May  14  to  June  30,  longest  period 
yet  assigned.  However,  sale  of  Series  E bonds 
will  begin  April  9,  when  millions  of  persons 
on  payroll  savings  plans  throughout  the  U.S. 
will  be  asked  to  increase  their  participation 
as  part  of  the  Seventh  War  Loan. 

Morgenthau  indicated  there  is  every  evi- 
dence federal  expenditures  will  remain  at  a 
high  level  for  some  time.  The  Seventh  War 
Loan  program  was  designed  to  obtain  from 
non-bank  investors  maximum  funds  neces- 
sary to  prosecute  the  war.  These  securities, 
to  be  sold  under  the  direction  of  state  war 
finance  committees,  areas  follows:  1 — Series 
E,  F and  G savings  bonds;  2 — Series  C sav- 
ings notes;  3 — 2%  per  cent  bonds;  4 — 2%  per 
cent  bonds;  5 — IVz  per  cent  bonds;  6%  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness.  (These  1%  per  cent 
bonds  will  not  be  offered  in  the  drive  to  cor- 
porations). 

During  the  drive’s  final  phase,  covering  the 
period  from  June  18  to  June  30,  subscriptions 
will  be  received  from  all  other  non-bank  in- 
vestors -for  the  2!4  per  cent  and  2%  per  cent 
marketable  bonds  and  certificates  of  indebt- 
edness. 

Ted  R.  Gamble,  director  of  the  war  finance 
division  of  the  U.S.  treasury,  has  already  con- 
ferred in  Washington  with  film  representa- 
tives to  discuss  preliminary  plans  for  the 
drive.  In  addition  to  Gamble,  present  were 
Edward  Shugrue,  director  of  motion  pictures 
and  special  events  for  the  war  finance  di- 
vision; Cornwell  Jackson,  deputy  chief  of 
OWI  radio  division  in  charge  of  the  west 
coast;  Si  Fabian,  WAC  theatres  division 
chairman;  Sam  Pinanski  and  Harry  Brandt, 
industry  chairmen  for  the  Seventh  and  Sixth 
war  loans,  respectively. 


Flood  Danger  Shuts 
Cincinnati  Houses 

CINCINNATI  — Practically  all  downtown 
theatres  closed  early  in  the  week  in  fear  of 
a flood.  The  Ohio  river  fell  two  feet  at  the 
weekend,  but  heavy  rains  on  Monday  sent  it 
up  again,  and  the  tributaries  in  the  Ohio  and 
Muskingum  Valleys  began  pouring  in  an  in- 
creasing volume  of  water. 

Experts  are  predicting  a crest  of  70  feet. 
If  it  materializes,  this  would  be  the  worst 
flood  in  history. 

Many  river  towns  are  inaccessible,  due  to 
closed  roads.  The  low-lying  sections  of  Cin- 
cinnati are  already  under  water. 

McConville  Is  New  Head 
Of  Columbia  International 

NEW  YORK — Joseph  A.  McConville  has 
been  designated  president  of  Columbia  In- 
ternational Corp.  Other  officers  are  Louis 
J.  Barbano,  vice-president;  Jack  Segal,  treas- 
urer; David  Fogelson,  secretary;  Bernard  E. 
Zeeman,  assistant  treasurer;  Bernard  Birn- 
baum,  controller. 

The  board  of  directors  comprises  Harry 
Cohn,  Jack  Cohn,  A.  Schneider,  McConville 
and  Barbano.  David  O’Malley  has  been  ap- 
pointed director  of  publicity  and  advertis- 
ing, and  Joseph  Levy  as  traffic  department 
manager.  A third  appointment  is  that  of 
Sigwart  Kusiel  to  supervisor  of  Latin  Ameri- 
ca and  Trinidad,  with  headquarters  in  Rio 
de  Janeiro. 


Duke  Hickey  to  Florida 

PITTSBURGH— Duke  Hickey,  field  repre- 
sentative of  the  MPPDA  public  relations 
committee,  who  has  been  conducting  an  area 
survey  hereabouts  for  the  past  six  weeks,  was 
ordered  to  Florida  in  connection  with  an  ad- 
dress by  Charles  Francis  “Socker”  Coe  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  month.  While  in  Pittsburgh, 
the  Duke  was  inducted  into  membership  of 
Variety  Tent  No.  1. 


HOLLYWOOD  — E.  J.  Mannix,  M-G-M 
executive,  was  unanimously  elected  president 
of  the  Ass’n  of  Motion  Picture  Producers, 
Inc.,  at  its  annual  meeting,  held  at  associa- 
tion headquarters.  B.  B.  Kahane,  Columbia, 
and  Cliff  Work,  Universal,  were  respectively 
named  first  and  second  vice-presidents.  Fred 
W.  Beetson  was  re-elected  executive  vice- 
president  and  James  S.  Howie  was  named  sec- 
retary-treasurer, succeeding  Beetson,  who  had 
relinquished  those  portions  of  his  former 
duties. 

A standing  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Y. 
Frank  Freeman  for  his  services  to  the  indus- 
try as  association  president  during  the  last 
four  years.  Also  voted  was  an  unanimous 
pledge  of  support  to  the  new  president,  who 
served  as  first  vice-president  throughout 
Freeman’s  terms  of  office. 

A single  change  was  made  in  the  board  of 
directors,  with  Joseph  M.  Schenck  replacing 
Col.  Jason  Joy  for  20th-Fox.  The  other  direc- 
tors re-elected  were  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Para- 
mount; Samuel  Goldwyn,  Samuel  Goldwyn 
Studios;  B.  B.  Kahane,  Columbia;  Charles 
Koerner,  RKO  Radio;  E.  J.  Mannix,  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer;  H.  M.  Warner,  Warner 
Bros.;  Allen  Wilson,  Republic;  Cliff  Work, 
Universal. 

A resolution  of  sympathy  to  the  family  of 
the  late  Mark  Sandrich,  paying  tribute  to 
him  not  only  as  one  of  the  industry’s  great 
directors  but  as  one  of  its  finest  citizens,  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Following  adjournment  of  the  association 
board  of  directors,  the  directors  of  Central 
Casting  Corp.  re-elected  Fred  W.  Beetson  as 
president  and  named  Howard  S.  Philbrick, 
vice-president.  James  S.  Howie  was  re-elect- 
ed secretary  and  was  also  named  treasurer, 
taking  over  that  position  formerly  held  by 
Beetson. 

Work  at  Mexican  Studios 
Awaits  Federal  Approval 

MEXICO  CITY — A final  solution  through 
the  formation  of  a new  union  for  studio  em- 
ployes was  reached  here  last  week  in  the 
walkout  three  weeks  ago  at  all  Mexican 
studios.  Formation  of  the  new  union  must 
be  approved  by  the  Mexican  department  of 
labor  after  which  production  will  be  resumed 
immediately. 

The  new  union  will  comprise  photographers, 
artists,  musicians,  directors,  technicians  and 
sound  engineers.  Exchange  employes  and 
such  theatre  personnel  as  projectionists  and 
ticket  sellers  will  continue  in  a separate 
union. 

The  rift  in  the  union  ranks  came  to  light 
when  the  two  leading  native  actors,  Cantin- 
flas  and  Jorge  Negret,  came  into  open  con- 
flict over  union  policy  and  Cantinflas  re- 
signed from  the  union  board.  The  actors 
patched  up  their  feud  but  the  union  ordered 
all  production  halted  until  the  interunion 
row  was  settled. 

When  production  is  resumed,  studios  will 
have  extra  raw  film  available  because  another 
quota  of  rationed  stock  will  be  authorized  and 
many  studios  did  not  use  all  of  their  allotted 
film  in  the  first  quarter  because  of  the  strike. 


Red  Cross  Song  Ready 

NEW  YORK — A theme  song  for  the  1945 
Red  Cross  drive  has  been  written  by  Pvt. 
Frank  Loesser  who  wrote  “Praise  the  Lord 
and  Pass  the  Ammunition,”  and  Hal  Block, 
radio  comedy  writer. 

Fred  Norman,  national  radio  director  for 
the  drive  who  conceived  the  idea  for  the 
ditty,  is  making  arrangements  to  have  a top- 
notch  singer  record  it.  The  disc  will  be  used 
extensively  over  the  nation’s  networks  during 
the  Red  Cross  drive. 


AT  ROXY  OPENING — Spyros  P.  Skouras,  20th-Fox  president;  Betty  Smith, 
author  of  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”;  Mrs.  Ogden  Reid,  and  Mrs.  Skouras  at  the 
opening  of  the  picture. 
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DOROTHY  McGUIRE 

as  KATIE... 

who  forgot  that  loving  a man  was  thinking  with  your  heart! 


Betty  Smith’s 


JAMES  DUNN 


PEGGY  ANN  GARNER 


JOAN  BLONDELL 


ns  .101  IN  MY.  . . 

will I still) ’ 'anise  singing  was  /lie  laughter  of  the  angels! 


as  A UNT  SISSY.  . . 
who  wasn’t  had . . . she  was  only  friendly! 


as  FRANC  IE.  . . 

the  little  girl  who  dreamed . . . with  her  eyes  wide  open/ 


TREE  GROWS  IN  B1 


TED  DONALDSON 

as  NEELEY.  . . 

whose  zvor Id  was  Brooklyn  . . . and  ’'alia  candy  you  can  eat"  ! 


LLOYD  NOLAN 

as  McSIIANE . . . 

and  wasn't  it  an  officer's  duty  to  look  after  the  ladies 


ROOK  LYN 


OliT' 


l YAy 


. . . A Picture  So  Great! 


. . . And  Yet  lust  A Part  Of 


THE  YEAR’S  GREATEST 
BOX-OFFICE  CELEBRATION 


KEEP  SELLING  WAR  BONDS 


DOROTHY  JAMES  JOAN 

McGuire  • dunn  • blondell 


PEGGY  ANN 


LLOYD 


GARNER-DONALDSON- NOLAN 

JAMES  GLEASON  • RUTH  NELSON 
JOHN  ALEXANDER  • B.  S.  PULLY 

Directed  by  Produced  by 

ELIA  KAZAN  • LOUIS  D.  LIGHTON 

Screen  Play  by  Tess  Slesinger  and  Frank  Davis 
Adapted  from  the  Novel  by  Betty  Smith 


20th  Century-Fox 


Presents 


‘Refcont 


By  AL  SHERMAN 


Television  Still  Remains 
FCC  Question  Mark 

Television  still  remains  the  question  it  was 
before  the  FCC  started  oral  arguments  last 
week  over  its  allocations  report.  Despite  the 
pros  and  cons  of  radio  executives,  the  prin- 
cipal problem  of  whether  or  not  television 
should  go  into  the  higher  frequencies  will,  of 
necessity,  remain  unsolved  for  a while. 

Despite  the  question  mark,  there  is  every 
belief  in  informed  circles  here  that  there  will 
not  be  a shift  over  to  the  higher  frequencies 
for  quite  some  time.  Even  if  the  shift  is 
held  in  abeyance  until  after  the  war  (or  be- 
cause it  may  be  held  up  until  then)  there  is 
little  doubt  here  that  the  FCC  would  frown 
on  any  tendencies  on  the  part  of  television 
broadcasting  companies  to  go  overboard  in 
urging  the  sale  of  television  sets  to  the  public. 

There  is  a widespread  belief  that  theatre 
television,  however,  will  be  encouraged.  Pub- 
lic interest  in  television,  already  stimulated  by 
newspaper  discussion,  will  result  in  a wide- 
spread demand  for  this  form  of  entertain- 
ment. It  is  possible  that  the  FCC  may  with- 
hold full  commercial  use  of  theatre  television 
but  that  when  it  does  grant  approval,  it  will 
come  at  a time  when  it  may  be  needed  and 
valuable  as  a boxoffice  stimulus.  That  thea- 
tre circuits  are  fully  aware  of  its  potentiali- 
ties is  seen  in  the  fact  that  Loew’s,  Warners, 
Paramount  and  RKO  Radio  already  have  sub- 
mitted plans  for  television  stations  and  are 
set  to  go  ahead  on  a wide  scale  if  and  when 
the  FCC  says  okay. 

Film  Carriers  Urged  to  Join 
"Perfect  Shipping"  Campaign 

Motion  picture  carriers  and  shippers  are 
urged  to  join  the  nation-wide  “perfect  ship- 
ping campaign”  to  be  conducted  during  April 
by  the  National  Ass’n  of  Shippers  Advisory 
Boards.  The  campaign  was  decided  upon 
after  the  government  revealed  that  an  esti- 
mated 60  million  dollars  had  been  lost  na- 
tionally through  damage  of  freight  in  transit 
during  1944.  J.  E.  Bryan  of  Chicago  chair- 
man of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  cam- 
paign, said  more  than  23,000  shippers,  in- 
cluding film  carriers  belonging  to  the  regional 
shippers  advisory  boards,  will  take  an  active 
part  in  this  campaign. 

City  of  Washington  Faces 
An  Art  Cinema  Battle 

The  art  cinema  “monopoly”  long  held  here 
by  Abe  Tolkins  and  Louise  Miller,  operators 
of  the  Little  Theatre,  is  being  threatened  by 
Bernard  Lust,  young  and  energetic  son  of 
veteran  independent  Showman  Sidney  Lust, 
who  is  fast  turning  the  once-red-inked  Hip- 
podrome Theatre  into  a money-making  ven- 
ture. The  Hippodrome  for  years  ran  as  a 
grind  house,  but  following  a $23,000  face- 
lifting operation  that  modernized  the  front 
and  inside,  young  Lust  took  over  and  decided 
on  a policy  change  to  prize-winning  Holly- 
wood and  foreign  films.  Advantageously  lo- 
cated across  the  street  from  the  main  public 
library,  the  Hippodrome  is  beginning  to  give 
the  solidly-entrenched  Little,  too  uncomfort- 
ably close  to  Washington’s  “bowery,”  a run 
for  boxoffice  honors. 

Films  Reduce  Absenteeism 
In  War  Production  Plants 

Score  another  hit  for  the  effectiveness  of 
films  as  a morale  booster,  if  the  comments  by 
Rear  Admiral  C.  H.  Woodward,  chief  of  the 


navy’s  industrial  incentive  division,  are  any 
criteria.  And  Admiral  Woodward  speaks  with 
the  authority  of  one  who  knows.  Recently, 
the  navy  official  stated  that  motion  pictures 
are  playing  a vital  role  in  reducing  absentee- 
ism and  in  boosting  production  figures  in  war 
plants.  More  than  1,700,000  workers  in  over 

4.000  war  plants  monthly  see  navy  incentive 
films  and  “wherever  these  films  are  shown,  re- 
sults have  been  gratifying,”  stated  Admiral 
Woodward. 

Brownout  Order  Proves 
Worth  in  Georgia 

The  WPB  revealed  that  the  brownout  or- 
der has  resulted  in  decided  fuel  savings,  de- 
spite skeptical  comments  to  the  contrary.  In 
proof  of  the  value  of  the  order  as  a fuel  con- 
servation measure,  the  WPB  released  a re- 
port filed  by  the  Georgia  Power  Co.,  which 
showed  a drop  of  approximately  two  per  cent 
in  total  system  energy  consumption  during 
the  first  full  three  weeks  of  February.  Most 
significant  factor  in  the  report,  however,  was 
the  statement  that  the  reduction  in  metro- 
politan Atlanta  exceeded  six  per  cent  for  the 
period.  The  over-all  savings  in  fuel  was  ap- 
proximately 950  tons  of  coal  a week  or  nearly 

50.000  tons  of  coal  a year — the  equivalent  of 

1.000  railroad  carloads. 

Washington  Almost  Perfect 
In  Curfew  Observance 

After  being  smacked  on  the  wrist  for  not 
being  too  careful  of  brownout  regulations, 
local  theatre  and  amusement  centers  went 
all  out  in  obeying  the  midnight  curfew  rul- 
ing. There  hasn’t  been  a single  instance  of 
a theatre  violation  of  the  curfew,  while  the 
only  offenders  at  this  writing  are  a restaurant 
and  a couple  of  private  clubs.  The  WPB  and 
the  WMC  have  expressed  their  approval  of 
this  splendid  show  of  cooperation. 

D,  C.  Municipal  Theatre 
Stirring  Film  Interest 

There  is  a possibility  that  the  Washington 
Municipal  Theatre,  now  rapidly  taking  form 
and  financial  flesh,  may  become  a testing 
ground  for  screen  talent,  if  the  hopes  and 
desires  of  its  executive  director,  Father  Gil- 
bert V.  Hartke;  the  production  director,  John 
J.  Payette,  and  Producer  Harry  Anger  are 
realized.  While  negotiations  are  under  way 
for  a Hollywood  star  to  play  the  lead  in  the 
first  Municipal  Theatre  production,  which 
may  be  staged  in  the  government’s  outdoors 
Sylvan  Theatre,  it  also  was  revealed  that 
young  talent  may  be  coached  in  screen  tech- 
nique as  well  so  that  their  capabilities,  once 
demonstrated  on  the  stage,  may  have  full 
opportunity  for  development  if  Hollywood 
should  seek  out  these  aspiring  youngsters. 

American  Film  Money 
Ready  for  Latin-America 

American  motion  picture  producers  are  be- 
ing urged  to  consider  the  possibilities  of  in- 
vestment in  Latin-American  film  producing 
companies,  while  theatre  executives  also  are 
urged  to  eye  the  advantages  of  cinema  hold- 
ings in  the  countries  below  the  Rio  Grande. 
Foundation  for  such  investment  was  laid  at 
the  Mexico  City  conferences  and  further  dis- 
cussions along  those  lines  will  be  a part  of 
the  sessions  to  be  held  during  the  world  se- 
curity meetings  in  San  Francisco  in  April. 

The  U.S.  Chamber  of  Comerce  president, 
Eric  Johnston,  is  a prime  mover  in  the  plan 
to  persuade  American  capital  to  finance 


Answering  YOUR 
Question: 

I have  architects’  plans  for  two 
theatres  buried  away  in  my  desk 
drawer.  What  can  I do  about  get- 
ting started  on  them? — I.B.A. 

Despite  all  the  wise  guy  prognostica- 
tions of  the  know-it-alls,  it’s  my  feeling 
that  these  plans  had  better  stay  in  your 
desk  for  a while  longer.  The  govern- 
ment is  much  more  interested  in  end- 
ing the  war  and  that,  I am  sure,  is  the 
major  interest  of  all  of  us.  Right  now, 
building  materials  are  at  a premium; 
manpower  shortages  are  making  it 
tough  in  war  production  centers;  the 
WPB  is  not  crying  “wolf”  when  it  tight- 
ens restrictions  on  building  materials. 
These  materials  are  needed  at  war. 

Frankly,  I wouldn’t  know  how  to  an- 
swer your  question  as  to  date.  I have 
an  idea  that  there  may  be  a lessening 
of  restrictions  in  about  five  or  six 
months.  But  there  will  be  so  many  new 
and  interesting  developments  in  equip- 
ment— lighting  fixtures,  for  example — 
that  it  would  pay  the  astute  showman 
to  wait  before  building  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  those  new  ideas  so  that  his 
proposed  theatres  really  will  be  modern 
in  every  sense  of  that  much-abused 
word. 


Latin-American  ventures.  In  view  of  John- 
ston’s leanings  to  the  film  industry,  it  is  felt 
that  he  would  activate  motion  picture  ty- 
coons to  give  due  consideration  to  the  value 
of  financing  film  production,  as  well  as  film 
theatres,  in  those  countries.  That  the  state 
department  also  will  give  its  blessing  to  such 
investments  is  indicated  by  the  great  interest 
shown  by  the  assistant  secretary  of  state, 
Nelson  Rockefeller,  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  Latin-America. 

I've  Heard: 

That  Walt  Disney  is  working  on  a short 
to  explain  the  inner  workings  of  the  Dum- 
barton Oaks  agreement  and  that  it  will 
be  shown  before  delegates  to  the  San 
Francisco  postwar  conferences; 

That  Fred  Kogod’s  Avon  Theatre  is  to 
be  renamed  the  Naylor  because  it’s  right 
next  to  the  Naylor  Garden  apartments, 
and  because  General  Manager  Frank 
Boucher  thought  it  would  merit  extra 
newspaper  space,  which  it  did; 

That  some  of  the  trade  paper  reporters, 
including  this  correspondent,  are  more 
than  annoyed  at  the  indifference  shown 
them  by  certain  local  film  executives,  ex- 
cept when  these  same  poohbahs  want  ex- 
tra special  attention  in  the  trade  press  so 
that  they  may  impress  homeoffice  big 
shots; 

That  the  Local  Variety  Club  may  con- 
sider it  expedient  to  hire  a master  of 
political  protocol,  rather  than  repeat 
such  boners  as  having  Congressman  Hat- 
ton Sumners,  chairman  of  the  house 
judiciary  committee,  wander  around  by 
himself  at  the  humanitarian  award  din- 
ner, and  Jesse  Jones  sharing  the  dais 
with  Harry  Truman  at  the  Valentine’s 
day  luncheon. 

It's  My  Guess: 

That  some  local  independent  exhibitors 
are  getting  ready  to  ask  for  department 
of  justice  probing  into  the  exhibition 
situation  here; 

That  the  WPB  is  going  to  let  down  the 
bars  considerably  on  raw  stock  alloca- 
tions, finding  it  a hot  potato  in  more 
ways  than  one; 

That  the  department  of  justice  is 
plenty  sore  about  that  injunction  plea 
answer  submitted  by  the  major  com- 
panies. 
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By  IVAN  SPEAR 


As  Timely  as  Ever,  the  Warners 
Plan  “Ghost  of  Berchtesgaden" 

Apparently  intent  upon  continuing  its  list 
of  feature  releases  title-timed  with  the  news 
(“Casablanca,”  “Hotel  Berlin,”  etc.),  War- 
ner has  scheduled  a picture  for  forthcoming 
production,  titled,  “The  Ghost  of  Berchtes- 
gaden.” 

Faye  Emerson,  Helmut  Dantine,  and  Andrea 
King  of  “Hotel  Berlin”  are  to  be  in  the  pic- 
ture. Raymond  Massey  also  will  be  in  the 
cast  if  available. 

The  story  will  have  a postwar  angle  and 
will  be  written  by  Jo  Pagano  and  Alvah  Bes- 
sie. Lou  Edelman  and  Peter  Godfrey  will  be 
the  producer-director  team. 

Columbia  Studio  Inaugurates 
Writers'  Training  Program 

With  the  declared  intention  of  bringing 
fresh  new  talent  into  the  field  of  screen  writ- 
ing, Columbia  studio  has  inaugurated  a 
writers’  training  program.  Four  New  York 
scriveners  who  have  never  written  for  mo- 
tion pictures  have  been  signed  to  long  con- 
tracts and  will  work  under  the  guidance  of 
Richard  Sokolove,  Columbia  story  editor.  The 
quartet  includes  Harry  J.  Essex,  Maryin  Field, 
Guy  Andros  and  John  Lloyd. 

Lo!  A Permanent  Reservation 
For  Those  Wandering  Indians 

The  decuple  of  diminutive  redskins  whose 
production  and  releasing  fate  has  been  on 
the  warpath  for  Lot  these  many  months, 
seem  to  have  found  at  long  last  a permanent 
reservation. 

Harry  M.  Popkin,  president  and  executive 
producer  of  Popular  Pictures,  announced  that 
the  Rene  Clair  production  of  “Ten  Little 
Indians”  has  been  set  for  distribution  through 
20th-Fox.  Picture  is  Dudley  Nichols’  adapta- 
tion of  Agatha  Christies’  murder  mystery 
and  Saturday  Evening  Post  serial,  “And  Then 
There  Were  None,”  from  which  present 
Broadway  play,  “Ten  Little  Indians,”  and 
London  stage  production,  “Nursery  Rhyme 
Murders,”  were  taken. 

Important  Personnel  Changes 
Continue  at  Universal  Studio 

News  of  important  personnel  changes  con- 
tinued to  flow  from  Universal  studio.  Robert 
S.  Sparks  has  joined  the  studio  as  a member 


of  the  recently -created  advisory  board  in  a 
new  executive  post  coordinating  all  writing 
activities.  Gwen  O’Brien,  story  editor,  and 
Ruth  Barrett,  head  of  the  scenario  depart- 
ment, will  continue  to  function  as  heretofore. 
Since  1932  Sparks  has  held  executive  posts 
at  Paramount,  RKO  and  Columbia.  He  re- 
cently returned  to  Hollywood  after  two  and 
a half  years’  absence  in  the  marine  corps. 
Howard  Deighton  was  engaged  as  casting  di- 
rector to  succeed  Robert  Speers,  also  recently 
made  a member  of  the  advisory  board  as 
executive  in  charge  of  players  and  directors. 

Travis  Banton,  designer,  was  signed  to  an 
exclusive  studio  contract.  Banton  will  func- 
tion as  designer  for  some  of  the  top  personali- 
ties in  Universal  productions.  The  studio 
picked  up  the  option  of  Producer-Director 
George  Waggner.  To  succeed  the  late  Henry 
McRae  as  supervisor  of  serials,  Universal  se- 
lected Morgan  Cox  under  whom  he  served. 

Personnel  items  from  other  lots: 

Willis  Goldbeck,  who  has  contributed  no 
fewer  than  11  scripts  to  Metro’s  Dr.  Kildare 
and  Dr.  Gillespie  series,  has  signed  a new 
long-term  contract  with  the  studio  . . . Pro- 
ducer Phil  Krasne  is  leaving  his  Monogram 
berth.  The  “Cisco  Kid”  and  Jimmy  Wakely 
series  which  were  under  his  aegis,  will  be 
taken  over  by  the  studio,  which  has  acquired 
also  from  Krasne  the  Duncan  Renaldo  con- 
tract. 

Phil  Ford,  nephew  of  Commander  John 
Ford,  has  been  made  a full-fledged  director  at 
Republic  after  eight  years  on  the  lot  during 
which  time  he  served  as  unit  manager. 

Nebenzal  Et  Als  Incorporate 
New  Producing  Organization 

Dull  indeed  the  Hollywood  week  that  fails 
to  record  the  advent  of  at  least  one  new 
independent  production  company,  and/or  the 
corporate  realignment  of  others. 

Nero  Films  is  one  such  newcomer  outfit. 
It  was  incorporated  by  Seymour  Nebenzal, 
Philip  Yordan  and  Attorney  Herbert  T.  Sil- 
verberg  and  announced  plans  for  filming 
“Whistle  Stop”  from  the  Avery  Hopwood 
Memorial  prize  winning  novel  by  Marietta 
Wolff.  A deal  to  release  through  United  Art- 
ists was  declared. 

Added  to  PRC’s  share -cropping  producers 
was  Henry  Brush,  son-in-law  of  Arnold  Press- 
burger,  UA  producer.  Brush,  who  had  had 
producing  experience  in  the  European  field, 


has  been  working  as  Pressburger’s  New  York 
representative.  His  new  company  has  been 
set  up  as  H.  B.  Motion  Picture  Productions, 
with  which  outfit  Attorney  Harry  E.  Soko- 
lov also  is  identified.  Three  stories  were  re- 
ported lined  up  for  early  production. 

Kaynyne  Productions  is  the  name  under 
which  was  incorporated  the  company  that 
will  make  for  Universal  the  feature  titled 
“The  Woman  in  Love,”  from  the  French  play, 
“La  Schienne.”  Incorporators  are  Walter 
Wanger,  Fritz  Lang,  Joan  Bennett  and  Flo- 
rence Jordan.  Miss  Bennett  will  be  starred 
and  Lang  will  direct.  Inasmuch  as  the  fea- 
ture previously  had  been  announced  as  a 
Wanger  contribution  to  U’s  program,  the  new 
company  seems  nothing  more  than  a cor- 
porate venture. 

Columbia  Bulls  the  Story  Mart; 

That  Foundry  Buys  Three  Yarns 

They  rolled  out  the  barrel — the  herring 
barrel — at  Columbia  studio  and,  resultantly, 
that  studio  was  the  big  bull  in  a story  market 
which  showed  more  signs  of  life  than  at 
any  time  during  the  past  few  weeks.  The 
Gower  street  film  foundry  acquired  three 
yarns,  to-wit: 

An  original  story  by  Erna  Lazarus,  titled 
“Hollywood  Hi-Jinks,”  as  basis  for  a filmusi- 
cal.  To  be  called  “Betty  Co-Ed,”  it  will  be 
produced  by  Alexis  Thurn-Taxis. 

“Powder  River,”  by  Barry  Shipman,  to 
form  the  basis  of  one  of  the  series  of  west- 
erns which  will  co-star  Charles  Starrett  and 
Smiley  Burnette.  The  series  will  go  into 
production  next  May,  with  Colbert  Clark 
producing  under  the  supervision  of  Jack 
Fier. 

“The  Woman  in  Red,”  psychological  murder 
mystery  by  Anthony  Gilbert.  The  screen 
version  will  be  produced  by  Wallace  Mac- 
Donald under  the  supervision  of  John  Stone. 

Other  story  buys: 

Republic  acquired  “Flesh  and  Blood”  by 
Maria  Matray  and  Arnold  Phillips  . . . Wal- 
ter Colmes  purchased  an  original  mystery, 
“The  Web,”  from  Philip  Yordan  and  will 
produce  it  for  Republic  release  . . . Phil  R. 
Ryan  acquired  screen  rights  to  “Perilous 
Holiday,”  by  Major  Robert  Carson,  which 
ran  serially  in  Colliers.  Ryan  plans  to  pro- 
duce it  during  the  summer  as  the  initial  of- 
fering of  his  recently-announced  company 
. . . Victor  Saville,  erstwhile  Columbia  pro- 
ducer headed  for  the  independent  produc- 
tion field,  bought  film  rights  to  “This  Is 
My  Home,”  by  Eunice  Calhoun. 

“Dancing  With  Tears''  Added 
To  Warners'  Production  List 

Added  to  Producer  Alex  Gottlieb’s  program 
at  Warners  is  “Dancing  With  Tears,”  a 
filmusical  to  feature  song  hits  of  the  late 
’20s.  Gordon  Kahn  is  doing  the  original 
screenplay  ...  At  the  same  studio,  Raoul 
Walsh  has  been  assigned  “The  Adventures  of 
Don  Juan”  . . . Barre  Lyndon  has  been  signed 
at  Warners  to  do  the  screenplay  on  “The  Ver- 
dict,” which  William  Jacobs  will  produce. 

“The  Black  Mart,”  an  original  yarn  deal- 
ing with  black  market  operations,  has  been 
assigned  to  20th-Fox  Producer  William 
Girard.  Robert  Webb  will  direct  . . . Gladys 
Lehman  has  been  handed  screenwriting  chore 
for  Metro’s  forthcoming  musical,  “The  Kiss- 
ing Bandit,”  which  Joe  Pasternak  will  pro- 
duce . . . Assignment  of  Luci  Ward  and  Jack 
Natteford  to  work  on  the  screenplay  of  “Bad- 
man’s  Territory,”  formerly  titled  “Utah,”  was 
announced  by  RKO  Radio  . . . Prescott  Chap- 
lin and  Robert  T.  Shannon  were  set  to  do  a 
new  treatment  on  “Dear  Mr.  Private,”  original 
story  by  Joseph  Hoffman,  which  was  pur- 
chased by  Columbia  about  two  years  ago.  The 
story  has  been  placed  on  the  production  slate 
of  Albert  J.  Cohen,  recently  signed  as  a Co- 
lumbia producer. 

Phil  Karlstein  has  been  selected  to  direct 
“Swing  Parade,”  forthcoming  musical  comedy. 


READY  TO  DO  THEIR  PART — Photographed  at  the  broadcast  which 
launched  the  studios’  participation  in  the  1945  Red  Cross  campaign,  1.  to  r.:  Walter 
Wanger,  chairman  of  the  campaign;  Robert  Young,  Claudette  Colbert,  John  Boy- 
lan,  George  Murphy,  Anne  Baxter. 
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SMPE  Flays  CBS  Stand 
Against  Theatre  Video 


New  Checking  Bureau 
To  Be  Set  April  2 

NEW  YORK — Confidential  Reports,  Inc., 
new  national  checking  service  organized  by 
five  major  film  concerns,  will  begin  function- 
ing April  2 with  branch  offices  located  in  all 
exchange  centers. 

Managers  and  personnel  for  the  branches 
are  being  assembled  and  headquarters  will  be 
in  the  RKO  Bldg.,  1270  Sixth  Ave.,  here. 
John  J.  O’Connor  of  Universal  is  president  of 
the  new  company. 

Jack  Levin  who  resigned  from  the  copy- 
right protection  bureau  recently  will  be  vice- 
president  and  general  manager.  Harold  L. 
Groves  will  be  field  director;  Jules  Willing, 
personnel  director,  and  Harold  Saxe,  comp- 
troller. 

Few  employes  are  to  be  men  with  previous 
film  connections  and  no  workers  will  be  taken 
from  Ross  Federal  Service  or  from  the 
M-G-M  or  Warner  checking  services.  The 
five  companies  sponsoring  the  new  service  are 
Paramount,  RKO,  United  Artists,  Columbia 
and  Universal. 

O’Connor  said  backers  of  the  project  had 
been  advised  by  attorneys  the  joint  effort 
would  not  conflict  with  antitrust  laws.  Levin 
issued  a statement  which  said,  in  part:  “It  is 
the  aim  of  Confidential  Reports  to  render, 
confidentially,  checking  reports  so  as  to  pro- 
vide distributor  and  exhibitor  alike  with  a 
sound,  objective  basis  for  the  conduct  of  their 
business  with  each  other.” 

Taylor  to  Manage  L.  A. 
Branch  for  Paramount 

NEW  YORK— Alfred  R.  Taylor,  for  the 
past  two  years  manager  of  the  Indianapolis 
exchange,  has  been  named  branch  manager 
in  Los  Angeles  by  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Para- 
mount vice-president  in  charge  of  distribu- 
tion. 

Taylor  will  be  succeeded  by  G.  Richard 
Frank,  who  has  been  serving  in  the  Indian- 
apolis exchange  as  special  representative. 
Chester  J.  Bell,  formerly  branch  manager  in 
Los  Angeles,  is  on  vacation.  He  will  receive 
a new  assignment  upon  his  return. 


NEW  YORK — Sharp  disagreement  with  the 
views  presented  to  the  FCC  by  CBS  relat- 
ing to  frequency  allocations  for  theatre  tele- 
vision was  expressed  in  a statement  to  the 
FCC  by  Paul  J.  Larsen,  radio  engineer  as- 
sociated with  John  Hopkins  University,  on 
behalf  of  the  SMPE. 

The  Columbia  Broadcasting  System  had 
recommended  in  its  brief  that  no  frequencies 
be  allocated  to  proposed  theatre  television 
and  subscription  radio  services  because  they 
would  not  be  available  to  the  public  except  on 
the  payment  of  a fee  and  could  utilize  wire 
lines  rather  than  the  frequencies  employed  by 
broadcasters. 

Larsen  said  that  even  though  “not  express- 
ly stated,”  the  implication  of  the  CBS  po- 
sition was  one  of  fear  of  competition.  “The 
SMPE,  in  behalf  of  the  engineers  of  the 
motion  picture  industry,”  Larsen  declared, 
“wishes  to  submit  to  the  commission  that 
it  does  not  fear  competition  of  television 
broadcasting  but  invites  it.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  television  broadcasting  industry  has  the 
same  attitude.” 

“Television  Is  Not  Broadcasting” 

Agreeing  with  the  CBS  contention  that 
theatre  television  is  not  broadcasting,  Larsen 
stated  nevertheless  that  “the  public  will  bene- 
fit from  the  television  service  rendered  to 
the  theatres.”  He  said  the  motion  picture 
industry  was  capable,  based  on  its  past  pub- 
lic record,  of  presenting  visual  and  oral  pres- 
entations in  theatres,  to  carry  out  its  obliga- 
tion to  present  through  television  equal 
presentations. 

Stating  that  theatre  television  cannot  be 
carried  out  by  wire  lines  in  the  same  manner 
as  “Music  by  Muzak,"  Larsen  contended  that 
continued  research  and  experimentation 
would  be  carried  on  for  utilizing  coaxial  cables 
for  theatre  television,  but  that  based  on  the 
present  evidence  submitted  by  the  American 


Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.,  coaxial  cables 
are  not  available  with  sufficient  band  width 
required  for  theatre  television  service. 

Answering  the  CBS  contention  that  only  a 
limited  number  of  people  would  benefit  from 
theatre  television,  Larsen  declared  that  the 
SMPE  doubts  whether  television  broadcast- 
ing would  have  a greater  acceptability  than 
theatre  television  or  make  greater  use  of  the 
service  in  the  public  interest.  The  CBS  also 
held  that  theatre  television  would  only  be 
of  benefit  to  the  upper  income  levels  of  the 
public,  to  which  Larsen  said: 

“This  is  a new  thought  introduced  into  the 
motion  picture  industry.  We  question  the 
sincerity  of  this  statement,  as  it  is  so  wholly 
unfounded.  It  is  doubtful  if  anyone  can 
question  that  the  motion  picture  industry  has 
at  any  time  limited  its  services  to  a select 
few.  The  weekly  attendance  in  theatres  ex- 
ceeds 85,000,000  persons  and  the  industry  is 
certain  that  this  does  not  represent  the  upper 
income  levels.” 

Larsen  stated  that  the  SMPE  request  for 
frequency  allocations  for  theatre  television 
was  predicated  upon  obtaining  sufficient 
channels  to  permit  a competitive  national 
theatre  television  service.  The  SMPE  recom- 
mended for  the  immediate  postwar  period 
that  frequency  allocations  be  made  to  per- 
mit competition  by  15  producing  or  exhibit- 
ing agencies  in  an  area  such  as  New  York 
City.  “This,”  Larsen  said,  “is  certainly  re- 
mote from  the  implied  CBS  contention  that 
theatre  television  may  set  up  a monopolistic 
franchise.” 

Wants  Allocation  Modified 

Larsen  requested  the  FCC  to  modify  its 
allocation  of  frequencies  for  television  be- 
tween 480  and  920  megacycles  on  a “parity 
of  opportunity  basis”  with  theatre  television, 
“as  both  of  these  services  have  an  equal  in- 
terest and  an  equal  responsibility  to  the 
public  in  the  visual  and  oral  entertainment 
field.”  He  also  asked  that  if  on  the  basis 
of  “parity  of  opportunity”  with  television 
broadcasting  between  480  and  920  megacycles, 
further  experimentation  within  these  bands 
as  compared  with  research  in  higher  fre- 
quencies shows  that  theatre  television  can 
make  best  use  of  the  lower  channels,  the  al- 
location be  made  permanent  to  theatre 
television. 

DuMont  Lab  Signs  Pact 
For  Video  'Down  Under' 

NEW  YORK — Frank  Goldberg,  founder  and 
governing  director  of  Goldberg  Advertising, 
Ltd.,  one  of  the  largest  agencies  “down  un- 
der,” has  signed  a contract  with  DuMont 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  for  the  first  television  trans- 
mitter to  be  installed  in  Australia.  The  trans- 
mitter will  probably  be  set  up  in  Sydney, 
N.S.W.,  where  a substantial  audience,  Gold- 
berg believes,  can  be  drawn  from  that  city’s 
1,500,000  population. 

In  addition  to  the  Sydney  station,  Goldberg 
predicts  that  television  centers  eventually  will 
be  erected  in  Brisbane,  Adelaide,  Perth,  Ho- 
bart and  Wellington.  Goldberg  plans  to 
negotiate  with  Australian  authorities  for  all 
necessary  licenses  and  permits  as  soon  as  he 
returns  to  Sydney. 


Hays  Off  for  N.  Y. 

HOLLYWOOD — Following  a month’s  visit 
on  the  coast,  Will  Hays  has  left  for  New  York. 


“ONWARD,”  SAYS  OREGON — Every  theatre  in  Multnomah  County,  which 
comprises  the  City  of  Portland,  is  being  contacted  by  this  hard-working  committee, 
above,  in  the  interest  of  the  coming  Red  Cross  War  Fund  drive.  Appointed  by  the 
state  Red  Cross  WAC  chairman,  O.  J.  Miller,  the  personnel  is,  left  to  right:  Mrs. 
J.  Lyman  Barber,  Laurelhurst  Theatre  manager;  Mrs.  Lillian  Lockwood,  Irvington 
Theatre  manager;  Edward  Boyer,  Mt.  Tabor  Theatre  manager;  Harold  Lake, 
comptroller,  J.  J.  Parker  Theatres;  Ray  Grombacher,  Esquire  Theatre  manager. 
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Reci  Cross  Week — March  15-21 
Collect  At  Every  Show! 


With  the  industry’s  Red  Cross  War  Fund  drive  at  hand,  exhibitors  will  be 
interested  in  a stunt  employed  with  unusual  success  by  Bill  Osborne  and  Nor- 
man W.  Luftus,  respectively  of  the  Granada  and  California  theatres,  at  Santa 
Barbara,  Calif.,  to  aid  their  collections  in  the  recent  March  of  Dimes  campaign. 
They  fenced  in  a coin  pitch  board  which  was  erected  directly  in  front  of  the 
Granada,  a location  selected  because  of  the  high  pedestrian  traffic.  Through  the 
use  of  a P.  A.  system  and  ballyhoo,  folks  were  asked  to  pitch  coins  for  the 
March  of  Dimes  onto  a board.  Those  fortunate  enough  to  have  their  coin  land 
on  a small  circle  in  the  center  of  the  board  were  given  a pass  to  the  theatre.  The 
March  of  Dimes  spirit  was  caught  by  many  and  quarters,  half  dollars  and  even 
folding  money  poured  in. 

The  coin  pitch  board  was  operated  throughout  the  March  of  Dimes  collec- 
tion week  and  both  theatres  established  new  high -collection  records  as  a result. 
The  stunt  should  be  similarly  successful  for  the  Red  Cross  drive. 

14,266  Out  of  Possible  16,478 
Theatres  Send  Pledges  on  R.  C. 


NEW  YORK— Late  in  the  week  14,266  the- 
atres out  of  a possible  total  of  16,478  have 
pledged  their  participation  in  the  Red  Cross 
drive,  March  15  through  21. 

Leon  J.  Bamberger,  national  campaign  di- 
rector, in  disclosing  the  total  number  of 
pledges,  said  that  it  breaks  all  previous  rec- 
ords. This  figure  is  more  than  900  ahead  of 
last  year’s  total  of  13,434  for  the  entire  cam- 
paign. 

Latest  area  to  join  the  100  per  centers  in 
complete  theatre  registration  is  northern  New 
Jersey  with  265  theatres  registered.  Exhibitor 
co-chairmen  are  Harry  H.  Lowenstein  and 
Frank  Damis  and  distributor  chairman  is 
Ed  Bell. 

In  addition  to  northern  New  Jersey,  other 
territories  that  reported  100  per  cent  co- 
operation include  Albany,  Buffalo,  Delaware, 
Rhode  Island  and  San  Francisco.  Ten  other 
areas  are  close  behind  with  more  than  90 
per  cent  enrolments. 


Ingenious  Contest  Puts  Dimes 
Collection  Over  $2  Per  Seat 

NEW  YORK — Equal  parts  of  ingenuity  and 
initiative  were  combined  by  T.  W.  Knight, 
operator  of  the  Acme  Theatre  in  Riverton, 
Wyo.,  to  produce  a check  for  $1,285.98  during 
the  1945  March  of  Dimes  campaign.  Consid- 
ered in  the  light  of  the  theatre’s  seating 
capacity  of  600,  this  sum  represents  an  aver- 
age of  more  than  $2  per  seat. 

In  the  accounting  report,  $983.12  was  listed 
under  the  heading  of  “special  donations.” 
Knight,  a modest  fellow,  sponsored  a con- 


test which  he  describes  in  his  own  words  as 
“so  simple  it’s  almost  silly.”  The  details: 

“We  sponsored  a contest  among  the  schools 
of  this  area.  We  wrote  the  school  heads  let- 
ters offering  a Free  Movie  Show  to  the  class 
turning  in  the  longest  collection  in  each 
school.  The  schools  were  not  to  compete  with 
other  schools — only  the  classes  in  each  school 
were  to  be  in  competition  with  each  other. 

“For  some  reason  this  idea  caught  on  and 
the  response  was  greater  than  our  fondest 
dreams.  Of  course  we  are  going  to  have  to 
give  a free  show  to  some  300  school  pupils,  but 
we  are  more  than  happy  to  do  this  in  view 
of  the  results  achieved.” 

General  Electric's  1944 
Net  Up  Considerably 

NEW  YORK — A net  income  of  $50,846,000 
for  1944  has  been  reported  by  the  General 
Electric  Co.  This  is  equivalent  to  $1.76  per 
share  on  the  common  stock.  The  net  for 
1943  was  $44,923,000,  on  which  $1.56  per  share 
on  the  common  stock  was  earned. 

In  1944,  the  company  set  aside  $7,123,000 
as  provision  for  postwar  adjustments  and  con- 
tingencies, compared  with  $5,323,000  in  1943. 
The  net  for  1944  is  after  specific  provision 
for  renegotiation  settlement  for  that  year. 


Don  Darcy  Joins  NBC  Television 

NEW  YORK — Don  Darcy,  stage  manager 
and  actor,  has  joined  the  production  staff 
of  the  NBC  television  department. 


New  High  in  Glamor 
For  Oscar  Clambake 

LOS  ANGELES — Hollywoodians  who  buy  or 
late  ducats  for  the  film  colony’s  annual  most- 
glamorous  night,  the  awards  event  of  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences, 
have  been  promised  a program  entirely  un- 
like any  previous  Oscar  clambake,  one  that 
reportedly  will  represent  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  more  than  50  members  of  every  craft 
in  the  picture  industry. 

A large  part  of  the  entertainment  portion 
of  the  program  will  be  devoted  to  a “Cine- 
montage,”  which  will  consist  of  scenes  from 
all  of  the  pictures  for  which  nominations 
have  been  made. 

For  example,  a representative  scene  show- 
ing each  nominated  actor  and  actress  in  the 
picture  for  which  he  or  she  was  nominated; 
specially  chosen  scenes  from  pictures  nomi- 
nated for  best  cinematography  showing  the 
work  of  the  cameraman;  and  the  same  pro- 
cedure applying  to  all  of  the  nominees. 

A film  personality,  yet  to  be  selected,  will 
give  a running  commentary  in  the  back- 
ground over  a special  announcing  system, 
and  will  narrate  pertinent  facts  and  the 
names  of  the  nominees  as  the  film  is  being 
shown.  As  the  scenes  of  each  awards  event 
are  concluded  the  name  of  the  winner  will  be 
announced,  the  lights  will  go  on  and  the  award 
will  be  presented. 

Another  program  “first”  provides  that  the 
presentation  of  every  award  of  the  evening 
will  be  broadcast  by  radio  from  coast  to  coast. 
The  Blue  Network  is  going  to  broadcast  a full 
hour  of  the  program  over  its  196  stations 
from  9:30  o’clock  to  10:30.  The  program  is 
being  arranged  so  that  the  actual  presenta- 
tion of  awards  will  be  completed  during  that 
hour.  In  past  years  only  that  portion  of  the 
program  in  which  major  awards  were  pre- 
sented was  broadcast. 

In  the  recent  showing  to  voters  of  all  fea- 
ture pictures  containing  nominated  achieve- 
ments at  the  Marquis  Theatre,  a total  of 
8,987  persons  attended.  Ballots  were  mailed 
to  9,100  members  of  the  academy  and  the 
three  screen  guilds. 

Paramount  Winds  Up  9th 
Regional  Sales  Confab 

ATLANTA — The  ninth  and  final  session 
in  the  series  of  regional  district  meetings 
conducted  by  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distribution,  and 
a home  office  group  was  held  Thursday  and 
Friday  at  the  Biltmore  Hotel. 

Presiding  at  the  sessions  was  Hugh  Owen, 
New  York  and  southern  division  manager. 
Included  in  the  home  office  group  were  R.  M. 
Gillham,  advertising  and  publicity  director, 
and  Claude  Lee,  director  of  public  relations. 

The  second  day  of  the  meeting  was  high- 
lighted by  a luncheon  honoring  Reagan,  with 
resident  exhibitors  as  guests.  John  F.  Kirby, 
Atlanta  district  manager,  was  the  host. 

Attending  the  two-day  meeting  were  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Atlanta,  New  Orleans  and 
Charlotte  branches,  as  follows:  Atlanta — 
Grover  C.  Parsons,  branch  manager;  Clyde  C. 
Goodson,  sales  manager;  Bert  Turgeon,  head 
booker;  Harry  Dashiell,  Robert  Tarwater,  E. 
V.  Atkinson,  Gordon  Bradley,  Nelson  Towler 
and  Paul  Cockrill,  salesmen. 

New  Orleans — E.  B.  Price,  branch  mana- 
ger; Edgar  E.  Shinn,  Sidney  Otis,  Maurice 
Artigues,  salesmen,  and  Irma  Rogers,  head 
booker;  Charlotte — Scott  Lett,  branch  mana- 
ger; Bert  Adams,  William  Holliday,  W.  W. 
Sharpe,  salesmen,  and  Carlotta  Porter,  head 
booker. 


Gets  Role  in  "Too  Young  to  Know" 

Warner  Brothers  has  assigned  Betty  Alex- 
ander to  the  cast  of  “Too  Young  to  Know.” 
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TOPS! 


They  all  agree  on  Greer! 

MV  MISS  GARSON  IS  THE 


The  Gallup  Poll  has  given  the  answer  of  America’s  millions  of  fans.  In  winning  the  Photoplay 
Medal  (based  on  Gallup  Poll)  for  the  Screen’s  Most  Popular  Actress,  M-G-M’s  beloved  Greer 
Garson  confirms  by  public  acclaim  the  top  position  accorded  her  recently  in  the  vote  of  Box- 
office  Magazine’s  thousands  of  showmen.  They  voted  her  the  Screen’s  Most  Popular  Star, 
male  or  female.  Miss  Garson  has  received  more  awards  this  year  than  any  other  actress! 

P.S.  GREER  GARSON’S  NEXT  PICTURE, "VALLEY  OF  DECISION,"  IS  HER  BEST  YET! 


Red  Cross  Week — Mar.  15-21 


Stagehand  Case  Ruling 
May  Serve  as  Model 


ST.  LOUIS — Jules  E.  Kohn,  special  repre- 
sentative appointed  by  the  regional  War 
Labor  Board  to  arbitrate  the  dispute  between 
the  local  IATSE  brotherhood  No.  6 of  stage- 
hands and  the  41  theatres  comprising  the  St. 
Louis  exhibitors  theatre  committee,  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  board  a compromise  finding 
which  saves  six  affected  theatres  approxi- 
mately $450  a week,  recommends  assignment 
of  stagehand  working  hours  to  suit  particu- 
lar theatre  needs  and  defines  the  work  per- 
formed by  the  union. 

The  findings  and  award,  if  approved  and 
ordered  into  effect  by  the  WLB,  is  expected  to 
serve  as  a model  for  settlement  of  similar 
disputes  over  the  country.  The  board  un- 
doubtedly will  include  the  recommendations 
of  a three-man  panel  which  conducted  ex- 
tensive hearings  into  the  controversy  here 
last  spring,  if  it  accepts  the  Kohn  proposals. 
The  panel  recommended  a 15  per  cent  pay 
increase  over  the  $75  a week  rate  the  union 
has  been  receiving  the  last  20  years,  vacations 
with  pay  under  certain  qualifications  and  laid 
out  a four-point  agenda  for  the  conduct  of 
further  investigations  by  a special  arbiter. 
Later  Kohn,  a Kansas  City  lawyer,  was  named 
arbiter. 

List  of  Recommendations 

Kohn  recommended  that: 

1.  The  Ambassador,  Loew’s  Missouri,  Or- 
pheum,  Shubert  and  Empress  theatres  each 
drop  one  stagehand.  All  others  of  the  41  thea- 
tres retain  the  men  they  now  have. 

2.  Work  hours  be  changed  in  the  neigh- 
borhood theatres  that  now  employ  stagehands 
from  4 p.  m.  to  closing  time  to  2 to  10  p.  m. 
Similar  changes  were  requested  at  specifi- 
cally named  first  run  houses  to  permit  8 a.  m. 
to  4 p.  m.  shifts  and  other  changes. 

In  addition,  Arbiter  Kohn  stated  that  the 
evidence  shows  that  stagehands  “are  quali- 
fied to  perform  and  do  perform”  the  follow- 
ing duties: 

Inspect,  clean,  repair  and  maintain  in  working  or- 
der all  electrical  equipment,  wiring  lights,  fuses, 


hearing  aids,  sound  equipment  (other  than  located 
in  the  booth),  ticket  and  vending  machines  located 
anywhere  in  the  theatre;  operate  and  maintain  all 
stage  equipment,  including  curtains,  screens,  rigging, 
broadcasting  systems,  emergency  lighting  equipment, 
footlights,  dimmers,  public  address  systems,  house 
telephone  systems  and  switchboards. 

Inspect,  maintain  and  repair  plumbing  equipment, 
vacuum  cleaners,  popcorn  machines,  water  pumps, 
water  coolers,  seats  and  seat  standards,  skylights, 
steam  gauges,  heating  systems,  furniture  and  carpet. 

Inspect  and  maintain,  and  in  case  of  emergency 
operate  fire  equipment,  including  fire  extinguishers, 
water  barrels,  sand  buckets  and  other  firefighting 
equipment  in  theatres. 

Check,  maintain  and  repair  doors,  panic  bolts,  door 
checks,  motors,  pipes,  radiators,  stokers,  sprays, 
fans,  blowers,  floors,  hand  rails,  elevators  and  con- 
trols, filters  and  light  bulbs. 

Design,  build  and  paint  and  instal  advertising  dis- 
plays, bond  booths,  cabinets  and  frames  used  in  and 
about  the  theatre. 

Make,  repair,  maintain,  paint  and  change  the 
canopy  and  marquee  letters  and  signs. 

Do  spot  plastering  and  painting. 

Operate  the  cooling  system. 

“The  title  ‘stagehand’  as  employed  to  mem- 
bers of  Local  6,”  wrote  Kohn,  “is  a misnomer. 
These  men  because  of  changed  conditions 
have  assumed  and  performed  through  the 
years  new  and  additional  duties.  The  job  of 
these  men  might  well  be  classified  as  ‘Thea- 
tre stagehand-carpenter-electrician,  mainten- 
ance-property man.” 

He  cited  that  the  men  also  “repair”  patrons’ 
shoes  when  the  heels  come  off  while  in  the 
theatre. 

Italians  Hope  to  Revive 
Their  Film  Production 

NEW  YORK— An  attempt  is  being  made 
by  the  Bonomi  government  in  the  liberated 
part  of  Italy  to  write  a law  which  would  re- 
vive the  Italian  film  industry,  and  aid  in  the 
re-employment  of  some  100,000  persons. 

The  law  will  be  aimed  at  facilitating  the 
use  of  property  salvaged  from  the  destruction 
of  the  Germans  and  the  Italian  Fascists.  Most 
of  the  members  of  the  film  industry  are  un- 
employed in  Italy  today. 


LETTERS 


THANKS  FOR  SEAREE  WRITEUP 

To  BOXOFFICE: 

Now  that  we  are  well  situated  out  here  in 
the  Mariana  Islands,  I guess  it  is  about  time 
for  me  to  drop  you  a line  and  say  many 
thanks  for  the  writeup  given  the  SeaBees 
on  their  third  anniversary.  My  BOXOFFICE 
of  that  week  must  have  made  a visit  to  al- 
most every  tent  in  our  camp.  The  boys  all 
felt  good  about  the  publicity.  Our  outfit 
is  on  a very  big  and  important  job  out  here 
which  we  are  all  very  proud  to  be  connected 
with.  We  have  our  theatre  (outdoor)  in 
operation  but  maybe  by  the  time  we  get  it 
fully  completed  (such  as  stage  and  all  the 
benches,  etc.,  built)  we  will  no  doubt  be  ready 
to  move  on  and  turn  it  over  to  someone  else, 
but  that’s  life  in  the  SeaBees.  We  carry 
our  own  projectors  with  us  no  matter  where 
we  go,  and  as  long  as  we  have  them  it  doesn’t 
take  long  to  knock  down  a sugar  cane  field 
and  set  up  a booth  and  screen.  All  the  boys 
in  the  service  out  here,  and  I guess  every- 
where else,  are  really  very  theatre-minded, 
which  should  be  a big  help  to  the  industry 
in  general  once  this  war  is  over.  I am  send- 
ing a clipping  from  our  Battalion  paper  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  great  importance  the 
movies  play  in  our  workday. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JACK  HOWLEY. 

Editor's  Note — John  J.  Howley,  now  in  a naval 
construction  battalion,  formerly  managed  theatres  in 
the  Pittsburgh  and  West  Virginia  area  for  the  Har- 
ris circuit  and  the  Walter  B.  Urling  circuit. 


War  Dept.  Asks  Wide 
Use  of  "Enemy  Strikes" 

NEW  YORK — Undersecretary  of  War  Rob- 
ert P.  Patterson  has  asked  the  industry, 
through  WAC,  to  give  the  widest  possible  dis- 
tribution to  the  latest  war  department  short, 
“The  Enemy  Strikes,”  in  view  of  the  still 
critical  manpower  situation. 

The  short  is  a one-reeler,  produced  by  the 
Army  Pictorial  Service,  and  is  based  on  foot- 
age captured  from  the  Germans  during  the 
height  of  their  success  in  the  “Battle  of  the 
Bulge.”  It  depicts  the  serious  losses  of  Ameri- 
can personnel  and  material  during  the  Nazi 
drive,  and  is  meant  to  stimulate  public  con- 
sciousness of  war  production  needs. 

Patterson’s  request  was  made  in  a letter 
to  Si  Fabian,  WAC  chairman  of  the  theatres 
division.  The  industry  was  lauded  for  its 
work  in  the  distribution  of  “What’s  Your 
Name?”  the  first  of  the  films  dealing  with 
the  manpower  shortage.  Release  date  for  “The 
Enemy  Strikes”  is  March  15. 


Area  WPB  Has  Authority 
On  "Key  Men"  Deferment 

NEW  YORK  — War  Production  Board 
regional  offices  have  authority  to  certify  for 
deferment  key  industry  employes  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  33.  This  information  was 
telegraphed  to  regional  WAC  chairmen  by 
S.  H.  Fabian,  national  chairman  of  the  thea- 
tres’ division. 

Applications  for  such  deferments  were  to 
have  been  made  to  the  district  offices  before 
March  10. 

The  agency’s  new  ruling  was  contained  in 
a telegram  sent  by  an  executive  of  the  OCR 
to  WAC. 

The  question  of  what  constitutes  a “key 
man”  is  not  stipulated  in  the  order,  but  is 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  applicant.  To 
date,  only  those  engaged  in  production  have 
been  placed  in  the  essential  classification. 


BALABAN  PRESENTS — Not  a film  this  time,  but  an  original  copy  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights.  The  ceremony  took  place  at  the  Congressional  Library  in  Wash- 
ington. In  the  group  are,  left  to  right:  Barney  Balaban,  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  L. 
Denig,  USMC;  Sen.  Claude  Pepper  of  Florida,  and  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Felix  Frankfurter. 
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Warner  Bros.’  Trade  Showings  of 

“GOD  IS  MY  CO-PILOT” 

by 

Col.  Robert  Lee  Scott , Jr. 

Starring 

DENNIS  MORGAN 

with 

DANE  CLARK  • RAYMOND  MASSEY  • ALAN  HALE 

ANDREA  KING  • JOHN  RIDGELY 


MONDAY , MARCH  79ffi,  1945 


CITY 

PLACE  OF  SHOWING 

ADDRESS 

TIME 

Albany 

Warner  Screening  Room 

79  N.  Pearl  St. 

12:30  P.M. 

Atlanta 

RKO  Screening  Room 

191  Walton  St.  N.W. 

2:00  P.M. 

Boston 

RKO  Screening  Room 

122  Arlington  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Buffalo 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

464  Franklin  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

Charlotte 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

308  S.  Church  St. 

10:00  A.M. 

Chicago 

Warner  Screening  Room 

1307  So.  Wabash  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Cincinnati 

RKO  Screening  Room 

Palace  Th.  Bldg.  E.  6th 

8:00  P.M. 

Cleveland 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2300  Payne  Ave. 

8:00  P.M. 

Dallas 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

412  S.  Harwood  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Denver 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

2100  Stout  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Des  Moines 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1300  High  St. 

12:45  P.M. 

Detroit 

Film  Exchange  Bldg. 

2310  Cass  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Indianapolis 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

116  W.  Michigan 

1:00  P.M. 

Kansas  City 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1720  Wyandotte  St. 

1:30  P.M. 

Los  Angeles 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2025  S.  Vermont  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Memphis 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

362  S.  Second  St. 

8:00  P.M. 

Milwaukee 

Warner  Th.  Sc.  Rm. 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Minneapolis 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1015  Currie  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Haven 

Warner  Th.  Proj.  Room 

70  College  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Orleans 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

200  S.  Liberty  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  York 

Home  Office 

321  W.  44th  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Oklahoma 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

10  North  Lee  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Omaha 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1502  Davenport  St. 

1:00  P.M. 

Philadelphia 

Vine  St.  Sc.  Room 

1220  Vine  St. 

11:00  A.M. 

Pittsburgh 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1715  Blvd.  of  Allies 

1:30  P.M. 

Portland 

Jewel  Box  Sc.  Room 

1947  N.W.  Kearney 

2:00  P.M. 

Salt  Lake 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

216  East  1st  South 

2:00  P.M. 

San  Francisco 

Republic  Sc.  Room 

221  Golden  Gate  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Seattle 

Jewel  Box  Sc.  Rm. 

2318  Second  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

St.  Louis 

S’renco  Sc.  Room 

3143  Olive  St. 

1:00  P.M. 

Washington 

Earle  Th.  Bldg. 

13th  & E Sts.  N.W. 

10:30A.M. 

RKO  MEN  IN  VENEZUELA — Conferring  at  the  Hotel  Avila,  Caracas,  be- 
fore signing  an  exhibition  contract  for  the  South  American  republic  are,  left  to 
right:  Vincente  Vallenilla,  leading  exhibitor;  Bob  Hawkinson;  R.  Wellish,  editor 
of  the  Mi  Film,  and  Mike  Havas. 


Riskin  Outlines  Plans  to  Make  Films 
To  Sell  America  to  All  the  World 


HOLLYWOOD— It  is  the  duty  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  to  carry  on  an  important 
part  of  the  work  now  being  done  by  the  Of- 
fice of  War  Information  after  OWI  has  fold- 
ed, in  the  opinion  of  Robert  Riskin,  erstwhile 
Hollywood  producer  and  now  chief  of  the 
overseas  film  branch  of  OWI. 

The  Riskin  plan  provides  for  establish- 
ment in  Hollywood  of  a new  and  separate 
company,  endowed  by  the  established  film 
making  and  distributing  organizations,  for 
the  manufacture  of  films  for  distribution 
abroad  designed  to  sell  America  and  the 
American  way  of  life  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Such  work  is  now  being  conducted  by  his 
overseas  branch  of  OWI  but,  by  directive, 
OWI  will  stop  functioning  six  months  after 
hostilities  cease. 

The  company  which  Riskin  proposes  would 
be  nonprofit.  It  would  be  operated  by  a 
consulting  board  on  which  its  endowers  would 
be  represented  and  upon  which  would  sit  a 
representative  of  the  state  department  as 
well  as  prominent  educators.  Films  to  be 
made  by  the  company  would,  at  first,  be  large- 
ly educational  and  their  exhibition  mostly 
would  be  nontheatrical  outlets.  Riskin  recog- 
nizes the  possibility  of  the  company  later  go- 
ing into  some  commercial  production  ven- 
tures, possible  revenues  from  which  would 
build  it  toward  being  self-supporting.  Dis- 
tribution of  the  noncommercial  subjects 
would  be  handled  by  established  releasing 
outlets,  much  along  the  same  lines  as  OWI 
educational  subjects  are  now  being  dis- 
tributed. 

Riskin  expressed  the  belief  that  much  of 
the  writing,  acting  and  technical  talent  de- 
voted to  the  nonprofit  undertaking  would  be 
contributed  gratis  by  individuals. 

His  plan,  Riskin  declared,  has  been  exten- 
sively discussed  by  him  with  the  state  depart- 
ment and  has  already  been  outlined  to  various 
company  heads  in  the  New  York  home  offices. 

Riskin  Proposal  Is  Controversial; 
Cowan  Sees  Some  Flaws  in  Plan 

HOLLYWOOD — That  the  Riskin  proposal 
would  be  received  by  film  makers  with  varied 
and  controversial  reactions  was  made  appar- 
ent immediately,  it  was  reported.  Among  the 
first  to  voice  strong  opposition  thereto  was 
UA  Producer  Lester  Cowan,  who  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  Riskin: 

“Dear  Bob: 

“That  I appreciate  your  talent,  your  sincer- 
ity and  the  sacrifice  which  you  have  been 
making  as  the  OWI  representative  of  our  in- 
dustry, goes  without  saying.  However,  I can- 
not believed  that  the  war  has  affected  you  so 
little  or  so  much  that  you  should  be  respon- 
sible for  the  idea  that  the  motion  picture  in- 
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tiustry  should  finance  a postwar  OWI. 

“Most  of  us  want  to  believe  that  the  war 
has  taught  us  some  few  things  about  dicta- 
torship and  the  elements  indispensable  to  its 
growth.  A dictator  can  hardly  grow  unless 
his  government  can  make  the  press  and  the 
motion  pictures  the  servants  of  his  political 
interests. 

“The  press  has  just  launched  a campaign 
of  great  interest  and  concern  to  all  of  us. 
The  press  believes — and  both  houses  of  Con- 
gress have  passed  resolutions  of  endorsement 
— in  the  world  freedom  of  information.  This 
program  aims  to  prevent  any  government 
from  making  its  media  of  news  and  informa- 
tion into  a propaganda  agency.  (I  like  to 
believe  that  we  are  fighting  alongside  the 
press  for  the  same  kind  of  freedom.) 

“Essentially,  you  propose  that  in  order  ‘to 
render  a great  service  and  at  the  same  time 
build  a mountain  of  good  will’  that  we  of  the 
industry  set  up  and  finance  a film  agency 
for  the  benefit  of  our  government  despite 
the  fact  that  ‘Congress  has  shown  no  dis- 
position to  set  up  a similar  agency,  nor  has 
the  state  department  any  plans  for  estab- 
lishing one.’ 

“You  suggest  that  a government  represen- 
tative be  a member  of  the  board  ‘to  advise 
us’  and  to  ‘help  determine  subject  matter  for 
the  reels,  with  each  picture  calculated  to 
project  a favorable  phase  of  American  life.’ 
I assume  that  the  government  representative 
will  be  either  a Republican  or  a Democrat. 
Do  you  think  that  we  can  get  both  Republic- 
ans and  Democrats  to  agree  on  the  meaning 
of  a ‘favorable  phase  of  American  life?’ 

“Seriously,  I believe  discussion  of  your  pro- 
posal can  have  a good  effect.  It  will  cause 
us  to  re-examine  the  history  of  our  indus- 
try and  to  be  reminded  of  some  of  the  rea- 
sons for  its  world-wide  success.  In  propos- 
ing this  new  agency,  I assume  that  you  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  job  our  industry  has 
done  in  making  America  and  the  rest  of  the 
world  know  each  other  and  better  under- 
stand each  other.  I agree  with  you.  Had 
we  and  others  done  a better  job,  we  might 
have  helped  prevent  this  war.  We  must  do 
a better  job  in  the  future.  We  must  make 
better  pictures,  with  more  truth  and  with 
more  courage  and  vision  in  their  making. 

“To  handicap  our  industry  by  imposing  a 
stigma  of  propaganda  or  political  control,  is 
the  surest  way  of  destroying  it.  Certainly, 
we  cannot  help  world  unity  by  setting  up  an 
agency  to  convince  other  peoples  that  we 
are  better  than  they.  The  Germans  didn’t 
do  so  well  when  they  marched  into  Belgium, 
Norway,  Holland  and  France  with  films  ex- 
tolling the  virtues  of  their  character  and 
their  power.” 


Foreign  Publicity 
Trip  Is  a Success 

NEW  YORK — Len  Daly  and  Albert  Katz, 
two  members  of  a three-man  UA  exploitation 
team  which  toured  Latin  America  for  over  a 
month  on  behalf  of  David  O.  Selznick’s  “Since 
You  Went  Away,”  told  of  their  experiences 
at  a recent  press  interview.  The  third  mem- 
ber of  the  team,  Edward  Ugast,  is  still  in  the 
field  working  on  the  picture. 

Because  of  the  outstanding  success  of  the 
film  in  all  of  its  engagements  thus  far 
throughout  Latin  America,  the  use  of  exploi- 
tation teams  sent  out  by  the  foreign  depart- 
ment to  assist  local  exploiters  wiU  be  ex- 
panded to  include  the  European  and  other 
markets,  and  will  become  standard  company 
policy,  Walter  Gould,  UA  foreign  manager, 
present  at  the  interview,  declared. 

Katz  spent  the  entire  month  in  Mexico  City. 
He  said  all  the  local  papers  were  highly  co- 
operative in  the  campaign  on  “Since  You 
Went  Away.”  The  picture  is  now  being  ex- 
hibited with  subtitles,  with  the  dubbed  ver- 
sion slated  for  release  in  three  to  four  months. 
It  has  been  breaking  records  in  all  houses, 
and  has  won  awards  from  the  Cinema  Re- 
porter, a trade  paper;  Mexican  Life,  a maga- 
zine, and  a medal  from  the  Society  of  Modern 
Art  in  Mexico. 

Daly’s  travels  took  him  to  Panama,  Argen- 
tina Peru  and  Chile.  He  spoke  of  the  need 
for  tailoring  the  publicity  and  exploitation  on 
the  film  to  fit  the  individual  requirements  of 
each  country.  He  said  that  Latin  and  South 
Americans  resented  “sharp  or  trick  publicity” 
and  could  be  reached  successfully  only  by  a 
campaign  based  on  the  merit  and  integrity  ©f 
the  product. 

"Earl  Carroll  Vanities" 
Press  Book  Is  Helpful 

NEW  YORK  — Republic’s  28-page  press- 
book  for  “Earl  Carroll  Vanities”  strikes  a 
new  high  for  that  company.  The  four-color 
cover  utilizes  a die-cut  of  a gold  frame,  with 
drawings  of  Earl  Carroll  beauties  apparently 
walking  through  the  latter. 

Exploitation  material  for  lobby  and  front 
display  includes  stills  of  the  picture’s  star, 
Constance  Moore,  in  showgirl  outfit,  in  stand- 
ing and  sitting  position,  suitable  for  marquee 
blow-ups,  lobby  cutouts,  etc.  An  amusing 
lobby  stunt  in  connection  with  one  of  the 
life-size  cutouts  is  to  be  found  on  page  eight 
of  the  press-book. 

Contest  suggestions  include  perfect  figure, 
dance,  and  clarinetist  contests,  respectively. 
Other  worthwhile  suggestions  include  such 
stunts  as  a lucky  number  contest,  street 
barker  spiel,  home  town  list,  radio  spot  an- 
nouncements and  local  tieups.  Considerable 
emphasis  is  placed  on  music  promotion,  in- 
cluding tieups  with  two  song  publishers  and 
one  record  manufacturer. 

A wide  selection  of  publicity  stories  and 
mats  is  included.  Also  available,  gratis,  are  a 
five-day  picturization  and  a three-day  nov?li- 
zation  in  mat  form.  Many  attractive  posters 
stills,  lobby  and  window  cards,  the  latter  in 
three  colors,  are  obtainable. 

Lou  Pollock  Named  Head 
Of  Biow  Film  Activity 

NEW  YORK— Lou  Pollock,  formerly  direc- 
tor of  advertising  and  publicity  for  UA,  has 
been  named  head  of  the  new  motion  picture 
department  of  the  Biow  Co.  Pollock  will 
make  his  headquarters  at  the  company’s  of- 
fice in  Hollywood,  but  will  spend  a good 
part  of  his  time  in  the  east  setting  cam- 
paigns. 

Before  going  to  UA,  Pollock  was  Uni- 
versal’s advertising  manager  for  six  years. 
Prior  to  that  he  was  a circuit  publicity  man 
for  Publix  and  RKO. 
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Mexico  Gives  Oscars 
To  lis  "Best"  List 

By  DON  PEPE 

MEXICO  CITY — Outstanding  among  re- 
cent events  was  the  great  “fiesta”  to  celebrate 
the  distribution  of  the  Mexican  Oscars,  organ- 
ized by  our  friends  of  the  Excelsior,  Cinema 
Reporter  and  El  Redondel.  The  judges’  deci- 
sion was  a difficult  one  due  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  good  pictures  shown  in  1944.  But  it 
was  generally  conceded  that  the  final  selec- 
tion was  the  best. 

“Maria  Candelaria”  was  given  the  first 
prize  as  the  best  picture  of  1944,  and  its  star, 
Dolores  del  Rio,  received  the  award  for  the 
best  feminine  acting  job.  The  director  of  the 
picture,  Emilio  Fernandez,  got  the  first  prize 
for  directors.  Manuel  Medel,  the  popular 
Pito  Perez,  was  acclaimed  for  the  best  male 
acting  job.  Two  extra  prizes  were  awarded 
to  Maria  Felix  and  the  popular  Cantinflas. 

The  Orson  Welles  on  a Visit 

Among  recent  tourists  were  Rita  (Cancino 
to  us)  Hayworth  and  husband  Orson  Welles. 

The  good  neighbor  policy  continues  in  the 
interchange  of  artists.  Pedro  Armendariz  is 
under  contract  to  make  a picture  in  Holly- 
wood. The  Missuky  Caravan  has  been  royally 
entertained  by  city  officials,  to  show  also  our 
good  neighbor  policy  on  our  part. 

Metro  announces  additional  all-Spanish 
dialog  productions  (not  a single  superim- 
posed title)  “The  Seventh  Cross”  and  “The 
White  Cliffs  of  Dover.”  These  productions  as 
already  reported,  have  been  well  received, 
with  the  exception  of  “Dragon  Seed,”  of 
which  the  Spanish  talking  is  not  distinctly 
understood,  either  because  of  a defect  of  the 
sound  on  the  film  itself  or  the  bad  recording 
of  voices. 

The  film  rationing  board  has  revised  its 
decisions,  and  several  additional  small  pro- 
ducers will  be  given  a chance  to  make  their 
pictures,  preference  having  been  justly  given 
to  those  who  already  had  started  work  and 
spent  money  on  their  proposed  productions. 
Due  to  the  film  stock  rationing  preference  is 
being  given  to  shorts,  although  newsreel  al- 
lotments were  also  cut  considerable. 

General  Azcarate,  president  of  the  EMASA, 
is  completing  arrangements  to  be  able  to  dub 
Mexican  films  into  English.  One  of  the  first 
ones  will  be  his  latest  production,  “La  Rosa 
de  Las  Nieves.”  Selection  is  being  made  of 
good  English  talking  voices  to  record  the  dia- 
log. As  this  will  be  the  first  try  at  the  dub- 
bing in  reverse,  that  is  into  English,  there  is 
much  curiosity  and  interest  over  the  project. 

Four  pictures  were  under  production  at  the 
Azteca  and  Clasa  studios. 

Shoot  Films,  Not  the  Bull 

Two  of  the  leading  houses,  the  Metropoli- 
tan and  the  Chapultepec,  continue  their  policy 
of  showing  American  Spanish  dialog  pic- 
tures, and  just  to  show  how  things  are,  “Los 
Tres  Caballeros,”  Disney’s  color  wonder,  was 
in  its  ninth  week  at  the  Alameda,  our  A 
house.  Quite  a record. 

The  arrival  after  many  years  of  Spanish 
bullfighters,  gave  one  of  them  a chance  to  get 
into  the  films.  It  is  taken  for  granted  that 
Cagancho  hereafter  will  prefer  to  play  before 
a camera  instead  of  before  a bull. 

The  Hollywood  caravan  of  artists  has  re- 
turned to  the  States,  but  two  of  the  stars 
liked  Mexico  so  much,  they  decided  to  stay 
over. 

John  Steinbeck  is  already  going  over  the 
ground  to  start  on  “Star  of  Peace.” 

Harold  Sugarman  of  Universal  decided  to 
take  his  vacation  among  us. 

Our  old  friend,  Director  Gabriel  Soria  now 
residing  in  Spain,  writes  about  the  success 
that  American  productions  in  the  Spanish 
dialogs  are  having  there.  Work  in  two  of  the 
studios  is  going  on  and  several  good  Spanish 


RE-SIGNED  BY  RKO— Lyle  Van,  who 
has  been  signed  to  a new  13-week  con- 
tract by  RKO  for  his  news  program  over 
WEAF.  This  will  be  the  start  of  the 
third  year  of  this  11  a.  m.  feature  on 
Saturdays. 


productions  are  expected  to  be  shown  in 
America  as  soon  as  possible.  Director  Soria 
will  be  remembered  for  “Ora  Ponciano,”  one 
of  the  best  Mexican  pictures  ever  made. 

Visitors:  Joseph  H.  Seidelman  of  Universal, 
Albert  Cohen  of  Warners,  and  Alberto  Salas 
Porras  of  Azteca  Films  Distributing  Co.,  for- 
merly of  El  Paso  and  now  located  at  Los 
Angeles.  Porras  is  one  of  the  new  owners  of 
the  reorganized  Azteca. 

Theatres:  The  Rex  Theatre  on  our  main 
avenue  has  been  reopened.  It  is  quite  a 
sumptuous  place  and  the  opening  night  was 
well  attended.  Several  branch  managers  left 
for  Nuevo  Laredo  to  attend  the  opening  of  the 
uew  Alameda  of  the  Rodriguez  circuit. 

Peace  Conference:  At  the  peace  conference 
of  all  chancellors  from  North,  Central  and 
South  Americas,  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  Haiti, 
etc.,  the  moving  picture  industry  also  has 
good  representation.  Nelson  Rockefeller, 
U.S.  assistant  secretary'  of  state,  was  the 
Latin-American  coordinator  and  his  specialty 
was  the  film  industry.  Alstock  and  Frank 
Fouce  also  were  present  at  the  big  Chapulte- 
pec meeting. 

Anguish  in  Argentine 

Argentine  Problem:  The  moving  picture  in- 
dustry’s representatives  also  will  have  their 
share  in  the  Argentine  problem.  It  is  ru- 
mored that  in  order  to  get  raw  film,  the 
Argentinians  demand  that  for  each  reel  of 
picture  which  Mexican  producers  may  wish 
to  exploit  there,  they  must  send  them  one 
reel  of  raw  film.  Due  to  our  own  rationing, 
it  certainly  ought  not  to  be  easy  to  satisfac- 
torily go  ahead  with  this  exchange. 

Statistics:  Brazil  has  more  theatres  than 
Mexico,  but  Mexican  theatres  have  more  seat- 
ing capacity.  So  Pancho  Pistolas  and  Joe 
Carroca  continue  to  be  great  pals,  which 
makes  everybody  happy,  including  Walt 
Disney. 

Spanish  Dialog  Pictures:  Warner  Bros,  an- 
nounces it  will  have  25  all-Spanish  dialog 
pictures  dubbed  in  Hollywood  for  Latin- 
American  distribution.  Their  first  will  be 
“Tener  o No  Tener”  starring  Humphrey  Bo- 
gart and  Lauren  Bacall,  the  new  star.  It  is 
rumored  that  arrangements  are  in  the  mak- 
ing for  the  two  stars  to  appear  personally  at 
the  premiere  of  the  picture  here. 

Columbia,  according  to  reports,  contem- 
plates filming  here  a gorgeous  million  dollar 
film  in  color.  Of  course  the  news  has  every- 
body excited. 


Big  Hearsl  Newspaper 
Space  Sold  to  M-G-M 

NEW  YORK — Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  has 
purchased  full  color,  back  page  space  in  the 
Pictorial  Review  section  of  the  Hearst  news- 
papers which  will  reach  5,000,000  readers.  The 
deal  will  be  effective  with  the  April  8 issue. 

The  Pictorial  Review  section  is  in  reality 
the  local  film  section  in  each  city  in  which 
the  paper  is  distributed.  In  addition  to  local 
film  news,  it  carries  feature  stories  by  Lou- 
elia  Parsons  and  other  Hollywood  ’writers.  It 
has  full-color  photos  of  film  stars  and  Holly- 
wood gossip  and  publicity.  This  section  is 
distributed  by  the  following  dailies: 

Circulation 


Los  Angeles  Examiner 714,877 

San  Francisco  Examiner 521,787 

Seattle  Post-Intelligencer 244,269 


Total  Pacific  coast 1,480,933 

Baltimore  American  301,396 

Chicago  Herald  - American 1,011,224 

Detroit  Times  540,522 

Milwaukee  Sentinel  232,765 

New  York  Journal-American 1,090,960 

Pittsburgh  Sun-Telegraph 520,637 


Total  eastern  group 3,697,504 


For  the  balance  of  the  year  M-G-M  will  be 
represented  as  follows: 

April  8 — Back  cover  in  the  eastern  group 
and  Seattle. 

May  13 — Same. 

June  24 — Back  cover  in  the  eastern  group, 
San  Francisco  and  Seattle. 

September  2 — Back  cover  in  the  eastern 
group,  and  Seattle.  (The  New  York  space 
will  be  on  page  3,  in  this  issue,  rather  than 
the  back  cover). 

October  28— Page  3 of  the  eastern  group 
and  Seattle. 

November  25 — Page  3 of  the  eastern  group. 

Starting  January  1946  Metro  has  contracted 
for  12  back  covers  for  the  entire  eastern  and 
Pacific  coast  groups. 

The  magazine  is  issued  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  local  Sunday  newspaper  and  carries 
the  publication’s  name  just  as  though  it  were 
printed  locally. 

Director  Mark  Sandrich 
Dies  Suddenly  at  44 

HOLLYWOOD— Mark  Sandrich,  44,  out- 
standing producer-director,  died  suddenly  in 
his  Beverly  Hills  home  on  Sunday  night,  a 
victim  of  coronary  thrombosis. 

Bom  in  New  York  in  1900,  he  was  educated 
at  Columbia  University.  Acknowledged  as  a 
leader  in  the  production  and  direction  of 
musical  films,  he  had  completed  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES”  and  was  directing  Irving  Ber- 
lin’s “Blue  Sky”  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Sandrich  directed  the  first  five  pictures 
starring  the  dancing  team  of  Fred  Astaire 
and  Ginger  Rogers.  He  also  directed  Jack 
Benny  in  “Buck  Benny  Rides  Again”;  turned 
out  the  hit,  “Holiday  Inn,”  and  had  a score 
of  others  to  his  credit. 

Warners'  Three-Month  Nei 
Shows  a Distinct  Rise 

NEW  YORK — Warners  and  subsidiaries  re- 
port a net  profit  of  $2,368,565  for  the  quarter 
ending  Nov.  25,  1944,  as  compared  with  a 
profit  of  $1,981,730  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1943. 

This  is  equivalent  to  63  cents  on  the  3,- 
701,090  shares  of  common  stock  outstanding 
as  compared  with  53  cents  per  share  for  the 
preceding  year. 

Gross  income,  after  eliminating  inter-com- 
pany transactions,  for  the  three  months  end- 
ing Nov.  25,  1944,  was  $33,093,321  as  com- 
pared with  $34,413,961  for  1943. 
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Time  on  Their  Hands 

Already  harried  by  brownouts,  dimouts, 
curfews  and  manpower  problems,  Detroit  op- 
erators recently  found  themselves  baffled 
by  a slight  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what 
time  it  was  when  it  was  whatever  time  it 
was.  The  state  legislature  passed  a bill  mak- 
ing central  war  time  official  time  for  the 
state.  At  about  the  same  time  the  Detroit  city 
council  voted  to  cling  to  eastern  war  time. 
Answer,  according  to  folks  who  said  they 
knew  about  such  things,  was  that  Detroit  the- 
atres could  stay  open  until  1 a.  m.  Detroit 
time,  which  would  be  only  midnight  by  “legal” 
time. 

Lash  Back  on  a "Lug" 

A bill  to  recoup  the  $6,000,000  loss  in  state 
revenues  caused  by  closing  of  racetracks 
which  was  proposed  by  Rep.  George  W.  Porter 
of  Agawam,  met  swift,  concerted  opposition 
at  Boston  from  the  entertainment  industry. 
At  a tax  hearing  in  Gardner  Auditorium, 
Joseph  A.  Brennan,  representing  the  Allied 
Theatres  of  New  England,  pointed  out  the- 
atres are  already  operating  under  a heavy 
tax  burden,  and  the  proposed  10  per  cent  tax 
would  close  many  of  the  state’s  388  houses. 
Showmen  dubbed  the  bill  “murder,”  pointed 
out  the  tax  on  the  industry  already  is  higher 
than  on  horse  and  dog  tracks,  stressed  the 
patriotic  activities  of  theatre  men  and  pointed 
out  that  the  federal  tax  of  20  per  cent  on  ad- 
missions had  flopped,  at  least  partially,  be- 
cause it  kept  people  away  from  shows  en- 
tirely. 

Delinquency?  Glamor? 

Tersely  voicing  the  opinion  of  many  a level- 
headed elder,  students  of  Fifth  Avenue  high 
school  of  Pittsburgh  scoffed  at  glamor  and 
lush  living  portrayed  in  many  films  and 
agreed  that  “pictures  dealing  with  the  fate 
of  juvenile  delinquents  do  nothing  to  curb 
juvenile  delinquency.”  The  students,  who  ap- 
peared on  a radio  forum,  said  luxurious  gowns 
of  actresses  make  their  bobby  socks  con- 
temporaries dissatisfied,  praised  newsreels 
and  wound  up  by  asserting:  “they  should 
make  more  war  pictures  to  make  us  hate  the 
enemy  more.” 

Grim  Warning 

A grim  warning  that  some  day  something 
will  happen  in  a crowded  theatre  to  cause  a 
national  scandal  unless  the  current  wave  of 
vandalism  is  checked,  was  sounded  by  Prose- 
cutor Edwin  S.  Pickett  at  New  Haven  during 
closing  arguments  of  a case  in  which  a 20- 
year-old  was  sentenced  to  jail  and  fined  for 
punching  Manager  James  Darby  of  the  Para- 
mount Theatre  in  the  eye.  Guerra  was  one 
of  a gang  of  young  hoodlums  whom  Darby 
attempted  to  eject  from  the  theatre  after 
one  was  overheard  proposing,  “let’s  start  a 
riot.” 

Unnecessary  Evil 

The  skittish  prissiness  of  many  censors, 
which  at  times  has  verged  on  out  and  out 
psychosis,  was  denounced  as  an  “unnecessary 
evil  that  should  be  abolished”  by  Prof.  Eman- 
uel Gebauer  of  John  Jay  high  school,  Cleve- 
land, in  a recent  forum  sponsored  by  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council  of  Cleveland.  Gebauer 
blamed  censors  for  fostering  the  trite  super- 
stition that  everything  is  for  the  best  in  this 
best  of  all  possible  worlds,  said  they  frowned 
on  such  subjects  as  veneral  disease  and  as- 
serted “censorship  is  no  longer  necessary  or 
wise  and  should  be  abolished.” 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 

A Yen  lor  Mediocrity 

Joseph  A.  Breig,  Pittsburgh  Sun-Telegraph 
columnist,  recently  charged  motion  picture 
producers,  in  effect,  with  hamming  up  the 
nation’s  film  fare  by  “trying  to  be  more  than 
dramatic  than  life.  They  have  not  noticed 
the  headlines.  And  at  this  moment  in  his- 
tory I defy  any  one  to  imagine  anything  more 
wildly  dramatic  than  the  factual  reports  in 
the  daily  papers.”  Breig  pointed  out  that 
everyday  life  is  filled  with  robot  bombs, 
mechanical  monsters  and  the  crashing  worlds. 
His  remedy:  “Let  the  movies  give  us  that 
primeval  drama  which  is  hidden  in  the  laugh- 
ter of  children,  the  love  of  a father  and 
mother,  the  simple  self-sacrifice  of  the 
maiden  aunt,  the  quiet  prayer  of  the  grand- 
mother in  her  rocker.  We  are  ready  now  to 
appreciate  what  we  used  to  call  humdrum 
mediocrity.” 

Farewell  to  Zigmond 

At  a swanky  affair  in  Kansas  City’s  Hotel 
Muehlebach  at  midweek,  fellow  showmen  said 
adios  to  Jerry  Zigmond,  managing  director 
of  the  Newman  Theatre,  who  leaves  the  mid- 
west for  an  advertising  post  in  New  York. 
However,  Zigmond  will  remain  under  the 
Paramount  aegis,  for  his  job  with  Buchanan 
& Co.  involves  handling  of  the  Paramount 
account.  Not  immediately  will  Zigmond  as- 
sume his  new  duties.  Instead,  he  has  been 
drafted  for  the  Seventh  War  Loan.  He  will 
join  the  national  WAC  for  the  period  of  the 
coming  bond  campaign,  doing  publicity  and 
advertising,  a field  in  which  he  has  dis- 
played particular  talents. 

Curfew  Capers 

Chicago’s  first  Saturday  night  under  Jimmy 
Byrnes’  invasion  of  the  bistro-beachhead 
brought  one  of  the  largest  crowds  in  history 
swarming  in  a roaring  mob  into  the  Loop. 
Most  of  the  Loop  theatres  had  holdouts  until 
the  start  of  the  last  show  and  it  was  the 
same  story  at  neighborhood  locations.  Cus- 
tomers were  queued  in  front  of  most  of  the 
night  clubs,  bars,  cabarets  and  theatre  from 
Wells  to  State  streets.  A perspiring  traffic 
cop  at  Randolph  and  Dearborn  said:  “It’s 
the  biggest  Saturday  night  I can  remember. 
It’s  like  nothing  else  but  New  Year’s  Eve.” 

Still  Spreading  Out 

The  pace  of  the  Odeon-Rank  circuit  to 
blanket  Canada  with  theatres  continued  un- 
abated last  week.  The  circuit  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  center  of  Amherst,  N.  S., 
as  the  site  for  a 1,000-seat  theatre  in  that 
town,  where  Famous  Players- Spencer  at  pres- 
ent has  a monopoly.  Odeon  Theatres  took 
over  the  Garson  & Laine  circuit  of  eight 
houses  in  Montreal  and  when  the  deal  was 
completed  C.  J.  Appel,  Odeon  acting  general 
manager,  announced  there  would  be  no  per- 
sonnel changes  at  Montreal. 

Curlew  Cusswords 

While  ebullient  Chicago  was  turning  Byrnes’ 
attempt  to  jolt  the  nation  into  realizing 
“there’s  a war  on”  into  a sort  of  hilarious 
last  fling,  sullen  Seattle  swing-shift  workers 
by  the  thousands  flatly  refused  to  go  home 
even  when  the  sidewalks  of  the  town  were 
folded  and  cops  pleaded  with  them  to  beat 
it  on  home  and  get  a good  night’s  sleep. 
Darkened  street  intersections  were  jammed 
by  the  rebellious  war  workers  who  were  plain- 
ly not  in  any  mood  of  either  gayety  or  resig- 
nation. 


French  Resist  U,S. 
Educational  Films 

WASHINGTON — The  French  are  grimly 
resisting  all  U.S.  efforts  to  distribute  in  their 
country  American  motion  pictures,  particu- 
larly those  of  an  educational  nature,  accord- 
ing to  a department  of  state  official.  Their 
opposition  extends  even  to  U.S.  government 
films,  such  as  those  produced  by  OWI  and 
other  federal  agencies. 

“There  are  two  reasons  for  the  dogged  re- 
sistance. The  first  we’ll  call  national  pride. 
The  French  are  extremely  sensitive,  more  so 
now  than  ever  before,”  he  said.  “They  insist 
on  paying  for  everything  they  receive,  are 
resentful  when  we  offer  them  our  govern- 
ment films  gratis. 

“At  first  we  thought  their  refusal  to  accept 
our  pictures  might  have  stemmed  from  minor 
inaccuracies  in  the  foreign  versions.  We  of- 
fered to  rescore  and  redub  the  off -scene  nar- 
ration in  certain  films  to  suit  their  specifica- 
tions, even  on  such  internationally-acceptable 
films  as,  let  us  say,  ‘Cowboy,’  an  OWI  release 
that  has  been  acclaimed  wherever  shown. 

Refusal;  But  It’s  a Polite  One 

“They  declined  our  offer,  politely  but  firm- 
ly. The  only  way  we  could  get  our  pictures 
into  France,  they  said,  was  to  send  them  the 
raw  stock;  they  would  make  the  prints  from 
our  negatives,  would  do  the  scoring  and  nar- 
ration themselves. 

“Needless  to  remark,  they  wish  to  build  up 
their  own  motion  picture  producing  industry,” 
he  continued.  “Unfortunately  for  their  hopes 
along  those  lines,  the  present  raw  stock  short- 
age is  so  acute  they  can  expect  no  help  in 
that  direction  from  this  country  for  some 
time  to  come. 

“The  second  reason  for  France’s  unwilling- 
ness to  admit  American  films  of  an  educa- 
tional nature  is  that  country’s  fear  of  propa- 
ganda, even  from  a friendly  nation.  Under 
enemy  occupation  the  French  have  been  re- 
sisting Nazi  propaganda,  even  while  they 
were  looking  at  it  in  picture  form  on  the 
screen.  Thus,  to  avoid  propaganda  of  any 
sort  seeping  into  their  cinemas,  they  are 
putting  all  manner  of  obstacles  in  our  way. 
‘Send  us  the  raw  stock,’  they  say,  ‘and  the 
French  Ministiy  of  Information  will  make  its 
own  educational  films.’ 

“Theoretically,  their  suggestion  seems 
sound,”  he  concluded.  “However,  with  the 
current  acute  shortage,  I rather  imagine  the 
Ministry  of  Information  would  be  the  last 
agency  to  receive  any  raw  stock  sent  to 
France.” 

Iowa  Bill  Seeks  to  Tax 
Rentals  to  Exhibitors 

DES  MOINES — Reps.  Harvey  J.  Long  and 
Ted  Sloane  have  introduced  into  the  Iowa 
legislature  a bill  (HR.  432)  amending  the 
Iowa  sales  tax  law.  If  enacted,  the  bill  would 
levy  a two  per  cent  tax  on  all  film  rentals, 
payable  by  the  exhibitors. 

President  Leo  F.  Wolcott  of  the  AITO  of 
Iowa  and  Nebraska  has  circularized  all  Iowa 
exhibitors,  urging  them  to  oppose  the  bill.  If 
passed,  the  bill  would  be  the  start  of  special 
taxes  against  exhibitors,  Wolcott  fears. 

Pathe  Signs  Ted  Collins 
To  Narrate  Sportscopes 

NEW  YORK — Pathe  has  contracted  Ted 
Collins  as  narrator  for  that  company’s 
“Sportscopes”  short  subject  series.  First  of 
the  one-reelers  to  be  narrated  by  him  is 
“Ski  Gulls,”  now  in  release. 

Collins  is  an  expert  in  television  and  is 
well  known  to  the  entertainment  world  as 
producer  of  the  Kate  Smith  radio  show.  He 
also  is  owner  of  the  Boston  Yankees  pro 
football  team. 
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THIS  IS  CAPTURED  GERMAN  FILM! 


THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT  PRESENTS 

THE  ENEMY  STRIKES 

Ten  minutes  of  screentime  that  will  influence  our  lifetime!  A vital  warn- 
ing to  STOP  complacency!  America  once  again  relaxes.  This  message 
tells  dramatically  how  our  dreams  were  shattered  last  December  by 
the  tragedy  of  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge.  Newly  captured  German  films 
are  seen  for  the  first  time  together  with  amazing,  thrilling  footage  to 
grip  audiences  and  tell  them  “It’s  not  over  yet!”  For  the  sake  of  our 
own  dear  ones  on  the  battle  line  you  MUST  do  your  part  to  keep  the 
home-front  fighting  too  by  showing  “THE  ENEMY  STRIKES”  now! 

Produced,  by  the  Army  Pictorial  Service , Signal  Corps 

AVAILABLE  FREE  AT  ALL  UNIVERSAL  PICTURES  EXCHANGES 


Sponsored  by  War  Activities  Committee  of  Motion  Picture  Industry,  1501  Broadway,  N.Y.C. 


Iwo  Jima  Camera  Work 
Real  Record  for  Speed 


Laborites  in  England 
To  Hil  al  Monopoly 

LONDON— The  Labor  Party  may  attack 
monopoly  in  the  film  industry  in  forthcom- 
ing elections,  according  to  George  H.  Elvin, 
general  secretary  of  ACT  and  prospective 
Kingston  candidate  for  a seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Despite  the  Labor  Party’s 
wholehearted  campaigning  for  adoption  of 
the  Film  Council’s  monopoly  report,  Elvin 
fears  the  report  will  not  reach  the  statutes 
book  during  the  present  Parliament. 

“Along  with  its  policy  opposing  private 
monopoly  in  general,  labor  should  stress  in 
its  election  program  the  urgency  of  fight- 
ing film  monopoly  in  particular,”  he  said  at 
a Labor  Party  conference.  “In  the  hands  of 
those  who  control  them,  films  are  a powerful 
weapon  to  maintain  the  status  quo.  It  seems 
as  though  the  heads  of  the  picture  industry 
see  to  it  nothing  appears  on  the  screen  calcu- 
lated to  threaten  their  interests.” 

Kevin  called  attention  to  the  difficulties 
of  presenting  such  a film  as  “They  Came  to 
a City,”  a picture  with  considerable  social 
significance,  which  no  big  circuit  has  booked, 
and  whose  only  showing  here  was  through  a 
small  circuit.  He  also  charged  the  news- 
reels with  being  most  onesided  in  handling 
labor  issues,  particularly  during  the  last  gen- 
eral election  when,  according  to  his  advices, 
labor  leaders  were  treated  in  a most  slipshod 
manner,  but  great  care  was  taken  in  pre- 
senting the  head  of  the  opposition  party. 

Ralph  A.  Kohn,  Former 
Para't  Executive,  Dies 

NEW  YORK — Ralph  A.  Kohn,  former  treas- 
urer and  a director  of  the  Paramount  Publix 
Corp.,  died  after  a long  illness  at  the  age  of 
54.  He  had  been  a prominent  figure  in  the 
industry  for  many  years. 

Kohn  became  associated  with  Famous  Play- 
ers in  1913  as  assistant  counsel  and  assistant 
secretary  following  his  graduation  from  New 
York  University  Law  School.  Three  years 
later  he  was  named  assistant  secretary  and 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  newly-formed  Fa- 
mous Players-Lasky  Corp.  In  1927  he  became 
treasurer  and  in  May,  1934,  a director  of  Para- 
mount Publix  Corp.  and  its  subsidiaries,  re- 
maining with  the  organization  until  his  re- 
tirement. Since  then  he  had  been  associated 
with  an  insurance  firm. 

Surviving  are  a sister,  Mrs.  Beulah  K. 
Goetz;  a son,  Ensign  Ralph  Kohn  jr.,  and 
a daughter,  Marjorie  Kohn. 

20th-Fox  Selects  "Tree" 

As  Anniversary  Special 

NEW  YORK — “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brook- 
lyn,” now  at  the  Roxy,  has  been  designated 
a 20th-Fox  30th  anniversary  special.  It  will 
herald  the  company’s  tri-decade  landmark 
celebration,  scheduled  for  April. 

James  Dunn,  whose  comeback  in  the  film 
was  hailed  by  metropolitan  critics,  and  Betty 
Smith,  author  of  the  best-seller,  attended  the 
world  premiere.  Sales  on  Miss  Smith’s  novel 
have  topped  2,500,000. 


Hays  in  Post  23  Years 

NEW  YORK — Will  H.  Hays  has  begun  his 
24th  year  as  president  of  the  MPPDA.  He 
resigned  as  postmaster  general  under  the 
late  Warren  G.  Harding  in  1922,  and  took 
over  control  of  the  association  March  5 of 
the  same  year  at  the  invitation  of  the  in- 
dustry’s heads. 


A Part  in  "You  Came"  to  Russell 

Lewis  Russell  has  been  signed  for  a part 
in  the  Hal  Wallis  production,  “You  Came 
Along.” 


By  J.  M.  JERAULD 

NEW  YORK— Behind  the  release  on  Thurs- 
day of  newsreel  films  of  the  invasion  of  Iwo 
Jima  there  was  a story  of  long  range  planning 
and  individual  heroism  that  rivalled  the  work 
of  the  men  who  piloted  the  landing  craft, 
the  tanks  and  trucks,  and  of  those  who  ad- 
vanced from  pillbox  to  pillbox  in  the  face  of 
Japanese  fire.  Wherever  rifle-carrying  ma- 
rines advanced  and  died  cameramen  advanced 
and  died  with  them. 

The  men  of  the  navy,  the  coast  guard  and 
the  marines  who  went  ashore  to  make  these 
pictures  were  trained  by  the  newsreel  crews 
after  they  entered  service. 

There  were  several  outstanding  accomplish- 
ments connected  with  the  transfer  of  the 
exposed  negative  to  New  York.  Three  men 
deserve  special  mention  in  this  connection: 
Capt.  Gene  Markey,  Lieut.  Comdr.  William 
Park  and  Lieut.  Comdr.  John  W.  McClain. 
After  Markey  joined  the  navy  last  summer 
he  began  integrating  pictorial  battle  coverage 
with  the  actual  operations.  Detailed  instruc- 
tions to  cameramen  on  how  to  handle  film, 
where  to  expose  it,  where  to  take  it  after  ex- 
posure, and  how  to  get  it  back  to  Washing- 
ton were  included  in  all  battle  plans.  Lieut. 
Comdr.  Park,  who  has  been  an  assistant  edi- 
tor for  Paramount  News  for  years,  had  a 
part  in  this. 

That’s  why  newsreel  history  was  made  at 
Iwo  Jima.  For  two  days  before  the  actual 
landing  the  tremendous  assembly  of  combat 
ships,  transports  and  landing  craft,  and  the 
spectacular  shelling  of  the  island  were  photo- 
graphed. Two  more  days  were  spent  picturing 
the  actual  landing — with  scenes  showing  the 
wreckage  on  the  beach;  shots  from  the  win- 
dow slot  of  a tank  showing  Jap  pillboxes  be- 
ing sprayed  by  flame  throwers;  closeups  of 
what  was  left  of  the  Jap  equipment  after  this 


TUB  THUMPERS  RECOGNIZED— For 
meritorious  service  during  the  1945  infan- 
tile paralysis  campaign,  the  Tub  Thump- 
ers of  America  receive  a special  citation 
from  Basil  O’Connor,  chairman  of  the 
National  Foundation  for  Infantile  Pa- 
ralysis. Bill  Cunningham,  Boston  Her- 
ald columnist  and  Massachusetts  state 
chairman  of  the  infantile  paralysis  drive, 
presents  the  citation  to  Harry  Browning, 
chief  Tub  Thumper. 


treatment;  prisoners  captured;  advances  onto 
the  air  strip;  scenes  from  the  air.  Nothing 
like  it  has  even  been  seen  before  on  the 
screen. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  McClain  left  Iwo  Jima  in  a 
navy  seaplane  February  21.  On  February  23 
he  landed  at  the  National  Airport  in  Wash- 
ington and  was  met  by  Lieut.  Comdr.  Park, 
who  edits  film  for  the  navy  the  way  he  used 
to  do  it  for  Paramount  News.  The  navy’s 
share  of  this  footage  ran  to  about  33,000  feet. 
With  the  addition  of  the  coast  guard  and 
marine  footage  there  was  a total  of  50,000. 
Park  edited  the  navy  footage  down  to  3,000 
immediately  and  brought  it  to  New  York. 

It  could  have  been  shown  almost  a week 
earlier  had  it  not  been  for  the  President’s 
report  to  Congress  on  the  Yalta  conference. 
This  would  have  constituted  a world’s  record 
for  fast  coverage  by  film  from  the  other  side 
of  the  world. 

They  Labored  All  Night 

Each  reel  took  what  it  wanted  and  worked 
all  night  Monday,  March  5,  to  get  material 
together.  Each  had  a slightly  different  slant. 
Each  used  its  own  commentators. 

So  that  the  coverage  would  be  complete  on 
material  of  this  importance  the  navy  made 
available  considerable  raw  stock  footage  from 
its  own  allotment.  Some  of  the  reels  issued 
1,000-foot  subjects.  All  were  over  their  usual 
725-foot  coverage.  News  of  the  Day  had  part 
of  its  commentary  by  Lieut.  Comdr.  McClain, 
who  flew  the  film  to  this  country. 

The  footage  not  used  in  the  reels  was  used 
by  the  navy  and  marines  for  study  in  plan- 
ning future  operations. 

All  newsreel  editors  are  now  waiting 
anxiously  for  film  of  the  bombing  of  Tokyo. 
There  are  about  200  men  in  the  fleet  which 
has  been  battering  Japan  and  its  islands,  but 
the  fleet  is  still  at  sea  and  what  they  have 
available  is  not  known  yet. 

Pictorial  coverage  of  the  war  is  just  now 
reaching  a new  height — something  never  be- 
fore attempted  in  the  way  of  speed  and  dra- 
matic power. 

Down  in  Mexico  City  at  present  Fox  Movie- 
tone News  is  covering  the  Inter-American 
Conference  on  Problems  of  War  and  Peace 
for  all  the  newsreels,  the  Coordinator  of 
Inter-American  Affairs  and  the  OWI.  A spe- 
cial reel  is  to  be  made  for  showing  in  Latin 
American  countries. 


Canada  Showmen,  Critics 
Select  "Going  My  Way" 

TORONTO — Paramount’s  “Going  My  Way” 
has  been  selected  as  the  best  picture  of  1944 
in  the  annual  poll  conducted  among  exhibi- 
tors and  film  critics  by  the  Canadian  Film 
Weekly.  Bing  Crosby  was  rated  the  boxoffice 
champion  of  the  year  by  the  exhibitors,  while 
the  critics  chose  Barry  Fitzgerald  as  having 
given  the  best  acting  performance. 


Kusiel  Gets  New  Post 

NEW  YORK — Sigwart  Kusiel  has  been 
named  supervisor  of  Latin  America  and 
Trinidad  for  Columbia  by  Joseph  A.  McCon- 
ville,  president  of  Columbia  International 
Corp.  Kusiel  will  make  his  headquarters  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  will  continue  tempo- 
rarily as  managing  director  of  Brazil. 


April  7 for  "Co-Pilot" 

NEW  YORK — Warners  will  release  nation- 
ally “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  on  April  7.  Picture 
follows  “Hotel  Berlin”  into  the  Strand. 
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Three  cheers  for  those  “ 
happy  chappies!" . . . now 
sensational  box-office  success 
all  over  the  nation  - new  York  - 
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CINCINNATI  - DENVER  - NEW  ORLEANS  - 
HARRISBURG  - BALTIMORE  - RICHMOND  - 
NORFOLK  - BUFFALO  - OMAHA  - MILW 
BIRMINGHAM  - SALT  LAKE  CITY  - HAR 


I NEWARK  - OKLAHOMA  CITY  - with 

[ dozens  more  important  first  runs 
^ readying  for  the  big  box-office 

doings  week  by  week!  5 


Antitrust  Suit  Trial 
To  Open  October  8 

(Continued  from  page  10) 

that  the  government  knew  that  the  clearance 
provisions  of  the  consent  decree  were  neces- 
sary at  the  time  it  was  agreed  to  in  1940, 
otherwise  the  government  would  not  have 
agreed  to  its  inclusion.  Nothing  has  hap- 
pened in  the  economic,  legal  or  practical 
sphere  since  1940  to  warrant  any  radical 
change  in  this  respect,  he  contended. 

Judge  Goddard  pointed  out  that  an  injunc- 
tion is  ordinarily  sought  to  prevent  a threat- 
ened violation  of  law  and  asked:  “What  vio- 
lation of  law  is  threatened?” 

Wright  said  that  the  present  decree  is  in- 
adequate to  deal  with  the  alleged  “continuing 
violations  of  law.”  When  asked  for  a remedy, 
he  said  that  the  decree  should  be  broadened 
in  scope  and  in  the  means  of  dealing  with 
the  alleged  violations. 

John  W.  Davis,  counsel  for  Loew’s,  admitted 
that  he  knew  “less  about  the  issues  raised  in 
the  court  and  what  the  government  wants 
than  he  did  before  he  entered  the  courtroom.” 

Louis  Frohlich  said  that  the  proceedings 
would  place  a “stigma  on  Columbia  as  to  un- 
reasonable clearance,”  Raftery  declared  that 
any  decision  against  the  Big  Five  would  in 
due  course  militate  against  the  interests  of 
the  Little  Three. 

Arbitration  Called  “Common  Sense” 

Proskauer  said  that  arbitration  “is  a com- 
mon sense  way  of  handling  the  day-to-day 
disputes.”  Judge  Goddard  agreed  that  the 
present  arbitration  setup  can  be  improved, 
but  wanted  to  know  what  the  government 
proposes  in  its  place  to  decide  what  is  reason- 
able or  unreasonable  clearance. 

Wright  said  that  arbitration  provisions  of 
the  consent  decree  were  only  an  experiment 
and  that  the  government  retained  the  right 
to  seek  any  other  form  of  relief  it  believes 
necessary  in  the  light  of  experience. 

It  was  agreed  by  all  concerned  that  if  the 
court  received  the  appeal  board  opinions  in 
evidence,  then  the  distributors  would  submit 
affidavits  in  opposition.  Both  sides  are  to 
file  their  briefs  prior  to  the  March  26  hear- 
ing. Judge  Goddard  did  not  indicate  whether 
he  would  rule  on  the  injunction  motion  at 
that  time. 

After  oral  arguments  by  Jesse  L.  Stern,  act- 
ing on  behalf  of  Abram  F.  Myers  for  21  groups 
of  independent  exhibitors,  the  court  permitted 
him  to  file  a brief  as  a “friend  of  the  court.” 
The  same  privilege  was  accorded  Morris  L. 
Ernst,  attorney  for  the  Society  of  Indepen- 
dent Motion  Picture  Producers. 

Kalmenson  Conducts  Home 
Office  Sales  Session 

NEW  YORK — Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners 
general  sales  manager,  conducted  a sales  con- 
ference at  the  home  office  Friday  during 
which  he  outlined  distribution  plans  and 
policies  for  the  remainder  of  the  current 
season. 

Home  office  executives  and  district  mana- 
gers present  at  the  session  included  Mort 
Blumenstock,  Roy  Haines,  Jules  Lapidus,  Nor- 
man H.  Moray,  I.  F.  Dolid,  Ed  Hinchy,  Stan- 
ley Hatch,  Norman  Ayers,  Robert  Smeltzer, 
Charles  Rich,  Harry  A.  Seed,  Hall  Walsh, 
R.  L.  McCoy,  Doak  Roberts,  Henry  Herbel 
and  Ralph  Clark. 


Homan  Re-Signs  Altec 

CHICAGO — Homan  Photoplay  Co.  has  re- 
newed agreements  with  Altec  to  service  the 
sound  equipment  for  its  circuit  of  theatres. 


See  Possibility  of  Trial 
Dragging  " Even  Years " 

New  York — Robert  L.  Wright,  assistant 
attorney  general,  sees  the  possibility  that 
that  government’s  suit  against  the  major 
film  distributors  would  extend  far  into 
the  future,  “For  months  or  even  years.” 

He  added: 

“Inability  of  the  government  and  the 
distributors  to  reach  any  substantial 
agreement  on  the  main  issues  of  the  dis- 
pute compels  the  government  to  proceed 
with  the  trial.” 

"Going  My  Way"  Tops 
Foreign  Critic  List 

NEW  YORK — Paramount’s  “Going  My 
Way”  was  called  the  best  film  of  1944;  Greer 
Garson  and  Fredric  March  received  nods  as 
the  best  actress  and  actor,  and  Barry  Fitz- 
gerald was  voted  the  outstanding  character 
actor  by  the  film  critics  of  94  foreign  langu- 
age newspapers. 

The  presentation  ceremonies  were  broad- 
cast in  a half-hour  program  over  WNYC, 
municipal  radio  station.  Film  company  and 
WAC  executives,  city  and  army  officials  and 
representatives  of  the  foreign  language  news- 
papers took  part  in  the  ceremonies. 

Miss  Garson  was  singled  out  for  her  per- 
formance in  "Madame  Curie”;  March  for  his 
in  “Adventures  of  Mark  Twain”  and  Fitz- 
gerald for  his  in  “Going  My  Way.” 

Second  money  for  the  best  films  of  the  year 
went  to  M-G-M’s  “Dragon  Seed”  and  20th- 
Fox’s  “Song  of  Bernadette.” 

Walter  T.  Brown,  WAC  executive,  received 
the  award  on  behalf  of  the  industry  from 
Andrew  Valuchek,  secretary  of  the  Foreign 
Language  Press  Film  Critics’  Circle.  De- 
scribing the  work  of  the  industry  in  bolster- 
ing the  home  front  and  maintaining  the 
morale  of  soldiers  and  sailors  overseas,  Brown 
disclosed  that  24,867  prints  of  features,  cost- 
ing in  excess  of  $43,000,000,  have  been  sent 
gratis  to  our  armed  forces. 

Arthur  Israel  jr.,  executive  assistant  to 
Barney  Balaban,  president,  accepted  the 
scroll  for  Paramount  from  the  hands  of  Wil- 
liam Edlin,  editor  of  the  Jewish  newspaper, 
The  Day.  He  said  that  the  film  is  one  of 
the  biggest  money-makers  in  the  company’s 
history. 

An  important  picture  must  have  entertain- 
ment value,  said  Israel,  adding:  "If  a picture 
doesn’t  entertain,  it  might  as  well  not  be 
made  at  all.  The  public  will  stay  away  and, 
as  I see  it,  there  is  no  point  in  preaching  a 
fine  sermon  to  empty  pews.” 

Newbold  Morris,  president  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, and  Maj.  Orton  Hicks,  paid  tribute  to  the 
foreign  language  press  and  to  the  industry. 
Sigmund  Gottlober,  director  of  the  American 
Foreign  Language  Press,  also  was  a speaker. 

Geo.  Black,  British  Film 
Pioneer,  Dies  in  London 

LONDON — George  Black,  54,  one  of  Brit- 
ain’s best  known  theatrical  producers  and 
film  pioneer,  has  died  after  a protracted  ill- 
ness. The  son  of  a theatre  property  man, 
Black  was  born  in  Birmingham  and  left  school 
at  11  to  join  his  father  in  the  film  industry. 
They  established  the  first  permanent  motion 
picture  theatre  in  Britain. 

Black  came  to  London  in  1928  and  was 
appointed  director  and  general  manager  of 
General  Theatre  Corp.,  Ltd.  He  controlled 
the  operation  of  many  outstanding  London 
theatres,  including  the  famed  Palladium, 
Britain’s  topflight  vaudeville  house.  In  1938 
he  became  joint  managing  director  of  Moss 
Empire  Theatres. 


Vast  Far  East  Mart 
Visioned  by  Newbery 

(Continued  from  page  15) 

in  one  year  from  $7,500,  NC,  to  $110,000,  NC. 

“From  reliable  sources  I hear  the  Chinese 
are  bearing  up  well  under  all  their  vicissi- 
tudes. Their  morale  remains  strong,  and  they 
have  withstood  successfully  wily  Jap  propa- 
ganda, whether  it  be  in  film  or  newsprint.  As 
a matter  of  fact,  Japanese  propaganda  motion 
pictures  have  fallen  particularly  flat  in  occu- 
pied territory.  As  an  example  of  the  spirit 
of  the  Chinese  I cite  one  of  the  employes  in 
our  Kweilin  office.  When  the  Japs  had  cut 
off  the  city,  he  smuggled  no  less  than  30  cans 
of  film  all  the  way  to  Chungking,  hundreds 
of  miles  distant.  He  had  no  regular  system 
of  transport,  no  supply  of  food,  and  he  had 
left  behind  him  all  personal  obligations.  He 
thumbed  rides  on  trucks  and  ox-carts,  trun- 
dled his  cargo  of  film  in  peasant  barrows.  He 
crossed  war  zones,  evaded  Jap  patrols  and 
bands  of  marauders.  It  took  him  two  and 
one-half  months,  but  he  got  through.  Our 
Chungking  office  had  already  written  off 
both  him  and  the  prints  when  he  finally  ar- 
rived. I don’t  have  to  tell  you  how  glad  the 
staff  was  to  welcome  him  and  our  film. 

“In  the  last  two  years  we’ve  recovered  about 
a dozen  or  more  films  we’d  abandoned  hope 
of  seeing  again.  Many  of  the  retrieved  films 
were  smuggled  out  of  Shanghai  long  after 
the  Japs  had  occupied  the  port.  Some  prints 
were  so  old  and  worn  they  were  of  little  use 
to  us,  but  we  always  saw  to  it  the  courageous 
Chinese  who  had  brought  them  in  were  paid 
for  their  enterprise.” 

“It’s  incidents  like  those  and  countless  simi- 
lar ones  that  makes  one  proud  to  be  part  of 
our  industry,”  Newbery  continued.  He  said 
that  in  Free  China,  as  in  India,  American 
films  have  established  a grand  record. 
“They’ve  done,  are  doing,  and  will  continue 
to  do,  their  share  in  opening  great  markets 
for  the  future,”  he  concluded. 

Kraska  Gets  Ad  Post 
At  Loew#s  in  Boston 

BOSTON — Appointment  of  George  Kraska, 
manager  of  Loew’s  Orpheum  Theatre  and 
veteran  New  England  showman,  to  the  post 
of  advertising  and  publicity  director  of 
Loew’s  Boston  theatres  is  announced  by 
Charles  E.  Kurtzman,  Loew’s  northeastern 
division  manager.  Kraska  replaced  Joseph 
P.  Lango,  who  resigned  for  a new  affiliation 
soon  to  be  announced.  Joseph  A.  Di  Pesa 
continues  as  public  relations  director  of 
Loew’s  theatres  and  will  be  closely  associated 
with  Kraska. 

Kraska,  who  will  headquarter  at  Loew’s 
State  Theatre  building,  will  also  assist  Kurtz- 
man in  the  merchandising  of  motion  pictures 
and  theatres  in  the  division  area.  For  more 
than  18  years  he  has  been  associated  with 
Loew’s  in  various  executive  capacities,  ex- 
cepting a short  period  when  he  leased  and 
operated  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  in  Boston. 

Free  Two  Sales  Managers 
From  Jap  Prison  Camp 

MANILA — Larry  DePrida  and  Cliff  Almy, 
Philippines  managers  for  Universal  and  War- 
ners, respectively,  were  among  the  internees 
released  from  the  Jap  prison  camp  at  Santo 
Tomas.  DePrida  joined  Universal  in  1938. 

Rescued  with  DePrida  were  Mrs.  DePrida, 
their  child  and  DePrida’s  mother.  The  child 
was  born  during  the  Japanese  occupation. 
Mrs.  Almy  also  was  saved  at  the  time  of 
her  husbands’  release.  The  couple,  prisoners 
since  early  1942,  are  in  fair  condition. 
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First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  oi  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928).  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

Tonight  and  Every  Night — 

Buffalo  214 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above 
or  below  that  mark. 
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CD 

BUFFALO 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DES  MOINES 

DETROIT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

1 

MILWAUKEE 

1 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

1 

PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CI1Y 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

j SEATTLE 

AVERAGE 

Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

100 

105 

145 

175 

130 

130 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 

130 

175 

105 

no 

90 

135 

200 

100 

100 

145 

183 

130 

175 

135 

185 

150 

180 

75 

150 

140 

250 

145 

Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 

110 

182 

105 

120 

115 

140 

133 

150 

145 

165 

137 

Big  Bonanza  (Rep) 

no 

120 

100 

100 

120 

110 

Blonde  Fever  (MGM) 

100 

93 

100 

100 

100 

no 

100 

100 

Bluebeard  (PRC) 

100 

100 

100 

115 

90 

101 

Bowery  Champs  (Mono) 

125 

100 

100 

100 

85 

100 

95 

90 

150 

no 

106 

Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ) 

200 

100 

125 

100 

178 

85 

140 

100 

145 

133 

no 

160 

103 

250 

100 

130 

165 

220 

141 

Dangerous  Passage  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Destiny  (Univ) 

115 

100 

100 

100 

100 

125 

107 

Eadie  Was  a Lady  (Col) 

115 

95 

105 

130 

100 

107 

Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (Univ) 

100 

102 

135 

100 

100 

100 

80 

95 

100 

95 

150 

70 

102 

Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO) 

no 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

98 

100 

90 

no 

85 

100 

100 

100 

125 

100 

101 

Fighting  Lady,  The  (20-Fox) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

95 

190 

100 

100 

100 

106 

*For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 

130 

no 

105 

105 

105 

175 

140 

250 

140 

Frenchman’s  Creek  (Para) 

115 

153 

100 

125 

105 

140 

85 

185 

130 

255 

168 

120 

160 

118 

310 

135 

200 

90 

150 

150 

200 

152 

Guest  in  the  House  (UA) 

130 

115 

115 

100 

100 

155 

150 

85 

140 

150 

124 

Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 

145 

167 

125 

135 

235 

105 

130 

210 

219 

175 

108 

200 

155 

240 

160 

167 

Hi  Beautiful  (Univ) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

110 

100 

83 

100 

100 

100 

99 

House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

115 

102 

no 

105 

120 

140 

190 

100 

120 

100 

205 

175 

150 

133 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20-Fox) 

135 

105 

130 

113 

90 

165 

175 

168 

175 

90 

285 

no 

155 

150 

145 

160 

150 

147 

Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep) 

130 

no 

100 

100 

120 

150 

no 

117 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (MGM) 

100 

100 

100 

120 

125 

125 

100 

110 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (MGM) 

125 

260 

125 

125 

185 

105 

145 

180 

185 

187 

135 

170 

130 

210 

170 

180 

164 

Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 

125 

90 

100 

128 

100 

115 

100 

160 

175 

60 

175 

no 

120 

Missing  Juror,  The  (Col) 

125 

100 

100 

95 

100 

90 

80 

100 

100 

99 

Mummy’s  Curse,  The  (Univ) 

100 

100 

135 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

70 

100 

100 

Music  for  Millions  (MGM) 

130 

140 

170 

135 

165 

148 

National  Velvet  (MGM) 

105 

125 

200 

147 

160 

210 

250 

171 

Objective,  Burma!  (WB) 

120 

115 

170 

100 

175 

100 

100 

225 

105 

195 

170 

143 

Reckless  Age  (Univ) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

85 

no 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

95 

100 

100 

99 

Song  to  Remember,  A (Col) 

135 

212 

no 

140 

125 

195 

108 

170 

225 

158 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20-Fox) 

121 

no 

100 

185 

no 

115 

157 

100 

100 

165 

95 

150 

160 

180 

140 

120 

150 

133 

Suspect,  The  (Univ) 

130 

128 

no 

185 

120 

100 

100 

85 

180 

115 

160 

175 

132 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 

105 

97 

115 

115 

80 

140 

150 

105 

100 

95 

98 

100 

100 

95 

130 

120 

195 

85 

200 

175 

120 

Three  Caballeros,  The  (RKO) 

130 

235 

115 

160 

no 

150 

150 

Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 

100 

86 

125 

95 

70 

160 

100 

100 

150 

90 

125 

100 

no 

109 

To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 

155 

193 

115 

125 

130 

190 

115 

175 

2 00 

100 

170 

125 

235 

255 

130 

220 

200 

167 

Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 

214 

105 

90 

125 

150 

100 

130 

133 

no 

100 

120 

125 

175 

129 

Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 

125 

206 

120 

100 

190 

100 

160 

185 

192 

120 

160 

125 

215 

180 

170 

135 

185 

130 

200 

158 

Woman  in  the  Window,  The  (RKO) 

105 

214 

100 

125 

no 

145 

no 

115 

170 

175 

100 

150 

122 

220 

130 

150 

175 

150 

143 

Playing  at  regular  admission  prices. 
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* ABOUT  PICTURES 


COLUMBIA 

She's  a Sweetheart  (Col) — Jane  Darwell, 
Jane  Frazee,  Larry  Parks.  A nice  little  num- 
ber, but  don't  expect  any  boxoffice  records. 
Played  Tues.,  Wed. — Harry  G.  Baker,  Home, 
New  Lisbon,  Wis.  Small  town  patronage. 

There's  Something  About  a Soldier  (Col) — 
Evelyn  Keyes,  Tom  Neal.  Extra  good  and  "a 
very  fine  picture"  was  expressed  by  many 
who  saw  it  two  nights.  Right  up  to  the  min- 
ute and  held  the  audience's  attention  through- 
out. Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Cold.— W.  H. 
Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

Together  Again  (Col) — Irene  Dunne,  Charles 
Boyer,  Charles  Coburn.  This  will  get  by. 
Played  Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon. — Harry  G.  Baker, 
Home,  New  Lisbon,  Wis.  Small  town  patron- 
age. 

What  a Woman  (Col) — Rosalind  Russell, 
Brian  Aherne,  Ann  Savage.  The  only  com- 
ment I have  on  this  one  is  "why  put  Rosalind 
Russell  in  a foolish  comedy  like  this?"  al- 
though I thought  it  just  right  for  her,  since  she 
took  tier  part  so  well — as  usual.  But  it  was 
too  sophisticated  for  this  town.  When  I have 
a picture  with  the  word  "woman,"  "lady"  or 
"girl"  in  it,  they  seem  to  stay  away.  Played 
Sat.,  Sun. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe, 
S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

American  Romance,  An  (M-G-M)  — Brian 
Donlevy,  Ann  Richards,  Walter  Abel.  Very 
good — good  draw.  A picture  your  patrons 
will  thank  you  for.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon. — 
Harry  G.  Baker,  Home,  New  Lisbon,  Wis. 
Small  town  patronage. 

Bathing  Beauty  (M-G-M) — Red  Skelton, 
Esther  Williams,  Basil  Rathbone.  This  one 
not  only  hits  the  jackpot  but  will  prove  ideal 
in  any  situation.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather 
Cloudy. — Francis  Powell,  Colonial,  Stanwood. 
Wash.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M) — Abbott  and 
Costello,  Marilyn  Maxwell,  John  Conte.  Typi- 
cal Abbott  and  Costello.  Good  youngster 
business.  "Olders"  don't  want  them  any 
more — consequently  a disappointing  engage- 
ment. Played  full  week. — Hugh  W.  Bruen, 
Whittier  Theatre,  Inc.,  Whittier,  Calif.  Best 
local  patronage. 

Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (M-G-M) — Lana 
Turner,  James  Craig,  John  Hodiak.  We  just 
got  by  on  this  one  for  a Sun.,  Mon.  run.  It 
would  be  better  for  a midweek  showing.  Be- 
low average,  to  be  sure.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Fair. — Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Ran- 
dolph, Neb.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) — Judy  Gar- 
land, Margaret  O'Brien,  Mary  Astor.  Delight- 
ful entertainment.  Top  business.  Played  full 
week.  Hugh  W.  Bruen,  Whittier  Theatres,  Inc., 
Whittier,  Calif.  Best  local  patronage. 

Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M) — Greer  Garson, 
Walter  Pidgeon.  You  can't  go  wrong  on  this 
one.  The  stars  very  popular  here.  Played 
Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon. — Harry  G.  Baker,  Home,  New 
Lisbon,  Wis.  Small  town  patronage. 

Naughty  Marietta  (M-G-M) — Reissue.  Jean- 
ette MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy.  Good.  Don't 
be  afraid  to  play  this  one  again.  Played  Sat., 
Sun.,  Mon. — Harry  G.  Baker,  Home,  New  Lis- 
bon, Wis.  Small  town  patronage. 

Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) — Spen- 
cer Tracy,  Van  Johnson,  Phyllis  Thaxter.  Tops 


in  every  way.  Business  a new  record.  Played 
full  week. — Hugh  W.  Bruen,  Whittier,  Whit- 
tier Theatres,  Inc.,  Whittier,  Calif.  Best  local 
patronage. 

Two  Girls  and  a Sailor  (M-G-M) — This  one 
is  a perfect  stemwinder.  Excellent.- — Francis 
Powell,  Colonial,  Stanwood,  Wash.  Small 
town  patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

Going  My  Way  (Para) — Bing  Crosby,  Rise 
Stevens,  Barry  Fitzgerald.  This  is  a picture 
that  will  make  you  proud  to  be  a small  part  of 
the  motion  picture  industry.  It's  the  best. 
Played  Sun.,  Wed. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton, 
Stockton,  Mo.  Small  town  patronage. 

Henry  Aldrich  Plays  Cupid  (Para)— Jimmy 
Lydon,  Diana  Lynn.  Fine.  Every  Aldrich  pic- 
ture we  show,  the  better  they  like  him — and 
don't  forget  "Dizzy."  This  one  was  the  best 
to  date,  according  to  comments  from  customers 
— and  I agree  with  them.  Played  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Good. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium, 
Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

I Love  a Soldier  (Para) — Paulette  Goddard, 
Sonny  Tufts,  Beulah  Bondi.  A very  good  pic- 
ture to  better  than  average  business.  Pleased 
almost  everyone.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.- — W.  O. 
Woody,  Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

National  Barn  Dance  (Para) — Jean  Heather, 
Charles  Quigley.  Right  down  our  alley.  They 
even  clapped  in  ryhthm  during  the  square 
dance  numbers.  They  loved  it.  Played  Thurs., 
Sat. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton,  Stockton,  Mo. 
Small  town  patronage. 

Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,  The  (Para) — Gary 
Cooper,  Laraine  Day,  Signe  Hasso,  Dennis 
O'Keefe.  This  exhibitor-  Received  many  com- 
pliments on  this  very  fine  production.  Why 
do  people  kick  about  war  shows  and  then 
turn  around  and  rave  about  this  one?  Played 
Sun.,  Tues.  Weather:  Clear. — Francis  Powell, 
Colonial,  Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage. 

Uninvited,  The  (Para) — Ray  Milland,  Ruth 


Ex-Marine  Ray  Glenn  Jr, 
Pilots  Denver's  Plaza 

Raymond  Glenn  jr.  is  the  newly  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Plaza  Theatre  at 
Denver.  This  is  a Dave  Cockrill  house. 
An  accomplished  artist,  Glenn  was  in 
charge  of  the  art  department  for  the 
Denham  Theatres  prior  to  his  recent  ap- 
pointment. 

Although  only  21  at  the  present  time, 
Raymond  has  been  in  show  business  all 
of  the  past  ten  years  except  for  the  14 
months  he  was  in  service  as  a marine.  He 
started  when  he  was  11  years  old  with 
Fox  Intermountain  as  a marquee  boy,  and 
at  19  he  was  appointed  to  the  manager- 
ship of  the  Egyptian  at  Delta,  Colo.  He 
was  claimed  to  be  the  youngest  manager 
in  national  theatres. 

Upon  his  discharge  from  the  marines, 
he  became  assistant  manager  of  the  Fox 
Boulder  theatres  and  from  there  he  went 
with  the  Dickinson  Theatres  in  Kansas 
City,  handling  the  opening  of  the  Kimo. 
In  spite  of  his  having  been  made  an  as- 
<Sig  sistant  to  Dickinson,  in  charge  of  over 
25  theatres,  ill  health  brought  him  back 
to  Colorado. 


Hussey,  Donald  Crisp,  Cornelia  Otis  Skinner. 
This  is  a fairly  good  mystery.  It  did  not  do 
much  here  though.  Played  Sun.,  Tues.  Weath- 
er: Rain  — Francis  Powell,  Colonial,  Stanwood. 
Wash.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Government  Girl  (RKO) — Olivia  de  Havil- 
land,  Sonny  Tufts,  Anne  Shirley.  This  one's 
a sleeper.  By  all  means  play  it.  Very  good. — 
Francis  Powell,  Colonial,  Stanwood,  Wash. 
Small  town  patronage. 

Show  Business  (RKO) — Eddie  Cantor,  Joan 
Davis,  George  Murphy,  Constance  Moore.  A 
very  good  musical.  It  has  all  the  music  and 
comedy  we  want  nowadays.  Played  Sun., 
Tues.  Weather:  Rain. — Francis  Powell,  Co- 
lonial, Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage. 

REPUBLIC 

San  Fernando  Valley  (Rep) — Roy  Rogers, 
Dale  Evans,  Jean  Porter.  As  usual  this  Rog- 
ers western  did  better  than  average  business. 
Nicely  produced  and  far  above  the  usual 
western  although  it  probably  would  not  sat- 
isfy those  dyed-in-the-wool  rough-and-ready 
action  fans.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Horn  & Mor- 
gan, Star,  Hay  Springs,  Neb.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage. 

Tumbling  Tumbleweeds  (Rep) — Reissue. 
Gene  Autry.  All  liked  it  and  it  drew  well, 
only  I think  the  reissues  are  too  old-fashioned 
and  the  film  not  any  too  good.  The  modern 
westerns  are  better  and  are  liked  just  as 
well  and  cost  less.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Good. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium, 
Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Heaven  Can  Wait  (20th-Fox) — Don  Ameche, 
Gene  Tierney,  Charles  Coburn.  Don’t  let  the 
title  fool  you.  This  one  is  a humdinger. 
Grandpa  (Charles  Coburn)  paved  the  way 
for  a good  comedy.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Clear. — Francis  Powell,  Colonial, 
Stanwood,  Wash.  Small  town  and  rural  pa- 
tronage. 

Something  for  the  Boys  (20-Fox) — Carmen 
Miranda,  Vivian  Blaine.  This  was  a beautiful 
picture.  The  color  and  lighting  were  some  of 
the  best  I have  ever  seen.  It  was  a happy 
and  heart-lifting  story  and  for  our  small  thea- 
tre, we  had  more  than  an  overflow  of  business 
— stood  them  up  all  day  Sunday.  Played  Sat., 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. — L.  D.  Brown,  Queen  Brown- 
wood,  Tex.  General  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Climax,  The  (Univ) — Boris  Karloff,  Susanna 
Foster,  Turhan  Bey.  A beautiful  Technicolor 
picture  and  the  people  came  out  talking  about 
how  wonderful  the  stars  were.  We  were  more 
than  pleased  with  the  way  this  picture  went 
because  we  had  a good  rush.  Played  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Fair. — L.  D.  Brown,  Queen, 
Brown  wood,  Tex.  General  patronage. 

Impostor,  The  (Univ) — Jean  Gabin,  Ellen 
Drew,  Richard  Whorf.  A good  picture  that 
played  xo  low  business  because  of  local  bas- 
ketball games.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Rain. — Francis  Powell,  Colonial,  Stanwood, 
Wash.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Conspirators,  The  (WB) — Hedy  Lamarr,  Paul 
Henreid,  Sydney  Greenstreet.  This  type  of 
war  picture  is  far  better  than  some  we  have 
seen  in  the  past.  It  just  filled  the  bill  here. 
Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Very  rainy. — 
Francis  Powell,  Colonial,  Stanwood,  Wash 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 
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Lana  Turner  Lunches 
With  Harry  Truman 

WASHINGTON— A Wac  and  army  recep- 
tion for  Lana  Turner  culminated  a four-day 
round  of  activities  preceding  the  Washington 
premiere  of  “Keep  Your  Powder  Dry,”  which 
included  press  parties,  hospital  appearances 
by  the  star,  and  a luncheon  on  Capitol  Hill 
with  Vice-President  Truman,  Sen.  Alben 
Barkley,  Adm.  William  Halsey  and  a group  of 
senators. 

Miss  Turner  also  did  a turn  at  the  Wash- 
ington Stage  Door  Canteen,  christened  a P47 
and  made  radio  broadcasts. 

Pvt.  Ben  Coles,  former  manager  of  Miss 
Turner  and  now  on  furlough  here,  shared  the 
reception  spotlight  with  an  imposing  array  of 
“brass”  from  all  branches  of  the  service. 

Among  those  present  at  the  party  were 
Undersecretary  of  War  Patterson  and  his 
wife;  Col.  Oveta  Culp  Hobby  of  the  Wacs; 
Gen.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  George,  air  transport 
command;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  Mills,  OWI; 
Col.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  Mitchell  of  the  army 
public  relations  section;  Col.  Louise  Goeden, 
head  of  Wac  public  relations;  Lieut.  Louise 
White,  Wac  technical  adviser  for  the  film; 
Brig.  Gen  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Denig,  USMC; 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  Reed  Hill,  navy  public 
relations;  Vice  Adm.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Moreel  of 
the  SeaBees;  Admiral  Halsey  and  his  wife; 
Senator  Barkley  and  Mrs.  Barkley;  Senator 
and  Mrs.  Burnett  Maybank;  Maj.  Stuart 
Palmer,  army  contact  man  in  Hollywood,  and 
Commissioner  and  Mrs.  John  Russell  Young. 

Representing  Loew’s  and  M-G-M  were  Car- 
ter Barron,  Gene  Ford,  Brock  Whitlock,  Tom 
Baldridge,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudolph  Berger,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Allen,  William  Saxton  and 
Gertrude  Bunchez. 

Among  out-of-town  newspaper  representa- 
tives were  Mrs.  Alton  Williams,  Richmond 
News-Leader;  Helen  Barrett,  Wilmington 
Journal,  and  representatives  of  the  Balti- 
more News  Post,  Baltimore  Sun  and  radio 
station  WFBR  of  Baltimore. 

Club  21  Party  Honors 
Ferguson's  21st  Year 

NEW  YORK — William  R.  Ferguson,  direc- 
tor of  exploitation  for  M-G-M,  was  guest  of 
honor  Thursday  after  a surprise  luncheon 
tendered  him  by  members  of  his  field  and 
home  office  staff.  The  affair  marked  his  21st 
anniversary  with  the  company  and  was  held 
at  Club  21. 

Present  to  congratulate  Ferguson  were  Ed 
Carrier  of  the  royalty  department;  Charles 
K.  Stern,  assistant  treasurer;  Capt.  Volney 
Phifer  of  the  home  office;  Floyd  Fitzsim- 
mons of  Albany;  Jack  Gilmore  of  Buffalo; 
Ed  Gallner  of  Philadelphia;  Burt  McKenzie 
of  Boston,  and  Warren  Slee  of  Chicago,  or- 
ganizer of  the  luncheon. 

Film  Houses  Unaffected 
By  N.  Y.  Theatre  Bill 

ALBANY — The  bill  introduced  in  the  senate 
Wednesday  providing  protection  for  produc- 
ers against  closing  of  a show  by  authorities 
pending  a court  trial  does  not  affect  motion 
pictures.  A radio  broadcast  implied  the  meas- 
ure would  prohibit  banning  of  films  as  well 
as  stage  shows.  The  bill  concerns  theatrical 
performances  only.  The  motion  picture  di- 
vision of  the  state  education  department 
would  oppose  any  attempt  to  change  the 
present  reviewing  system. 


Showbuilder  to  41  Towns 

NEW  YORK  — The  M-G-M  Showbuilder 
unit  in  charge  of  Mark  Jenkins  under  the 
supervision  of  William  R.  Ferguson,  exploita- 
tion director,  will  visit  41  towns  throughout 
Oklahoma. 


Schine  Gets  His  Picture 
Tips  From  Battleiront 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — Tradeshowings  will 
not  be  needed  if  the  former  Schine  em- 
ployes in  service  keep  on  writing  from 
the  battle  areas.  The  boys  in  service  see 
pictures  long  before  they  are  shown  here. 

Latest  advance  comment  is  from  Guy 
Nevia,  now  in  Belgium.  He  wrote: 

“Flash!  Just  had  preview  of  Warners’ 
‘Rhapsody  in  Blue’  and  recommend  it  for 
preferred  time  on  the  circuit.  Incidentally, 
we’re  holding  the  ‘world  premiere’  here, 
and  pictures  and  newsreel  shows  will  be 
available  to  tie  in  with  your  advertising 
campaign  back  in  the  states.” 


Tri-Stales  Makes  Shifts; 
Deitch  to  a N.  Y.  Post 

NEW  YORK — Joseph  Deitch,  film  buyer 
and  booker  for  Tri-States  Theatres,  Des 
Moines,  has  joined  Paramount  as  an  exec- 
utive in  the  theatre  department,  effective 
April  1.  He  became  associated  with  Para- 
mount-Publix  in  New  York  20  years  ago,  and 
had  been  film  buyer  for  the  past  eight  years. 
He  was  named  film  buyer  for  Tri-States  in 
1932,  the  circuit  headed  by  A.  H.  Blank  and 
Ralph  Branton. 

Harold  Wise,  Paramount  booking  manager 
in  St.  Louis,  has  been  transferred  to  Minne- 
apolis. John  Fritcher,  Minneapolis  booking 
manager,  is  on  an  extended  leave  of  absence 
because  of  illness.  Wise  will  be  succeeded  by 
Jerry  Bahner,  promoted  from  assistant 
booker.  Bahner  recently  received  an  honor- 
able discharge  from  the  navy,  and  was  em- 
ployed by  the  company  prior  to  his  entry  into 
the  service. 


Greeters  See  "Hotel" 

NEW  YORK — Hotel  Greeters  of  America, 
with  a local  membership  of  500,  attended  the 
world  premiere  of  “Hotel  Berlin”  at  the 
Strand.  Warners  say  the  word-of-mouth 
advertising  by  the  hostelry  deskmen  has 
already  helped  tilt  boxoffice  receipts. 


Browning  Will  Assisi 
Pinanski  on  Drive 

NEW  YORK — Harry  Browning,  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity  for  the  M&P  circuit 
of  New  England,  has  been  appointed  execu- 
tive assistant  to  Samuel  Pinanski,  national 
chairman  of  the  Seventh  War  Loan. 

As  New  England  publicity  chairman  for 
the  War  Activities  Committee,  he  has  di- 
rected the  promotional  activities  in  all  war 
loans,  Red  Cross,  March  of  Dimes  and  other 
drives  since  their  inception. 

Browning,  a native  of  Plymouth,  Mass., 
served  with  the  AEF  in  the  first  world  war. 
operated  several  of  his  own  theatres  and 
later  managed  several  houses  for  others.  He 
opened  and  managed  the  Memorial  Theatre, 
Boston,  later  became  publicity  director  of  the 
Metropolitan,  same  city.  He  joined  the  M&P 
circuit  when  it  was  formed  12  years  ago. 

A past  commander  of  the  Lieut.  A.  Vernon 
Macauley  Post,  American  Legion,  a theatrical 
group,  he  is  national  director  of  the  newly- 
formed  Tub  Thumpers  of  America,  compris- 
ing ad  and  publicity  men,  columnists  and 
newspapermen. 


Laboratory  Union  Warns 
Of  a Possible  "Action" 

NEW  YORK — Charging  that  the  eastern 
printing  and  processing  laboratories  were  at- 
tempting to  place  restriction  on  the  Motion 
Picture  Laboratory  Technicians  Union,  Local 
702,  IATSE,  John  Francavilla,  president  of 
the  union,  told  a meeting  of  the  membership 
to  be  prepared  for  “action”  in  the  event  fur- 
ther negotiations  were  unproductive  of  re- 
sults. 

Francavilla  did  not  explain  what  form  this 
action  would  take.  Negotiations  with  company 
representatives  have  been  in  progress  since 
February  15,  when  union  demands  for  a new 
contract  covering  its  membersip  were  pre- 
sented. Sessions  are  held  in  the  Paramount 
and  Warners  home  offices. 


KEYNOTE  OF  COOPERATION— That  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  showmen  had  the 
cooperative  spirit  their  city’s  wholesale  shutdown  for  12  days  of  a fuel  shortage,  was 
tersely  shown  by  R.  P.  Merriman,  manager  of  the  Franklin,  neighborhood  house. 
Note  snow  piles,  testimony  to  the  season’s  125-inch  snowfall  in  central  New  York, 
setting  a new  record. 
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BROADWAY 


Cam  E.  Morris  has  gone  to  the  west  coast  to 
^ establish  permanent  residence  there.  He 
is  transferring  his  activities  from  the  War- 
ners home  office  in  the  east. 

Tom  Connors,  20th-Fox  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  is  back  at  the  home 
office  following  a trip  through  several  south- 
ern states  . . . Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  Radio 
president,  is  in  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hos- 
pital, Los  Angeles,  where  he  will  remain  for 
several  weeks. 

Lieut.  James  O’Shea,  son  of  E.  K.  “Ted” 
O’Shea,  M-G-M’s  eastern  sales  manager,  has 
been  assigned  to  the  Louisville  air  base  after 
serving  more  than  18  months  overseas. 

Milton  J.  Salzburg,  president  of  Pictorial 
Films,  Inc.,  is  back  from  a midwestem  sales 
tour,  where  he  closed  deals  with  three  16mm 
distributors:  Bell  & Howell,  Ideal  Pictures  and 
Central  Camera  of  Chicago. 

John  M.  Whitaker,  assistant  to  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  RKO  president,  went  to  the  coast 
from  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  conferences  with 
studio  executives.  He  is  expected  bank  in  the 
east  about  the  end  of  March  . . . Frank  Sin- 
atra introduced  some  of  the  songs  in  M-G-M’s 
“Anchors  Aweigh”  on  his  radio  show  recent- 
ly. He  has  a starring  role  in  the  film. 

William  Prass,  Denver;  Austin  McGough, 
Des  Moines:  Ernest  Van  Pelt,  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  Price  A.  Shoemaker  jr„  Chicago,  all 
M-G-M  field  promotion  men,  have  returned 
to  their  respective  territories  after  a visit  to 
the  home  office.  Recent  arrivals  for  a week’s 
stay  were  Floyd  Fitzsimmons,  Albany;  Ed 
Ga  liner,  Philadelphia;  Jack  Gillmore,  Buf- 
falo; Burt  McKenzie,  Boston,  and  Warren 
Slee,  Chicago. 

Alexander  Korda  has  gone  to  London  to 
supervise  the  recording  and  final  editing  of 
“Perfect  Strangers.”  Ben  Goetz,  at  present  on 
the  coast,  is  expected  in  the  east  shortly,  and 
will  proceed  to  join  Korda  abroad. 

Col.  Robert  L.  Scott,  author  of  “God  Is  My 
Co-Pilot,”  arrived  for  a series  of  radio  appear- 
ances on  network  programs  originating  here. 

Tom  Connors  returned  from  a sales  trip 
through  the  south,  during  which  he  conducted 
Red  Cross  meetings  with  R.  J.  O’Donnell  in 
Memphis,  Oklahoma  City  and  Dallas. 

Jacob  Wilk  arrived  from  Hollywood  where 
he  conferred  with  Jack  L.  Warner  on  matters 
pertaining  to  talent  and  forthcoming  story 
purchases. 

Manhattan  College’s  athletic  ace,  Mike 
Mazurki,  is  back  in  town  after  completing  his 
stint  as  Moose  Malloy  in  “Murder,  My  Sweet.” 

The  Paramount  Pep  Club’s  basketball  team 
continued  its  winning  ways  by  defeating  the 
St.  Luke  courtmen  recently.  Other  games 
scheduled  during  the  week  were  with  the 
Forest  Hills  Eagles  and  the  Shamrocks  of 
St.  Mary’s.  Bob  McKeown,  team  manager,  is 
anxious  to  meet  other  fives  in  the  amusement 
industry. 

Will  Yolen,  Warners  special  events  man, 
celebrated  his  tenth  wedding  anniversary  re- 
cently . . . Eve  Arden  arrived  from  the  coast 
following  the  completion  of  her  role  in  War- 
ners “Mildred  Pierce”  to  fill  a two-week 
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guest  star  commitment  on  Danny  Kaye’s 
radio  show. 

Joseph  Hazen,  president  of  Hal  Wallis  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  has  returned  from  the  coast 
after  a twc-month  stay  during  which  he  wit- 
nessed the  launching  of  the  third  Wallis  pro- 
duction for  Paramount,  "You  Came  Along.” 

Oscar  A.  Doob,  Loew’s  advertising  manager, 
is  back  at  his  desk  from  Florida  where  he 
spent  some  time  with  M-G-M’s  “They  Were 
Expendable”  company  on  location  at  Biscayne 
Bay  . . . Lana  Turner  came  in  from  the  coast 
and  went  on  to  Washington  for  the  premiere 
of  "Keep  Your  Powder  Dry.” 

John  Flinn  jr.  of  Warners  publicity  staff 
for  the  last  five  years  has  been  inducted  into 
the  service  . . . Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox 
division  manager  currently  acting  as  the 
company’s  30th  Anniversary  drive  leader, 
completed  the  first  lap  of  his  cross-country 
trip  in  San  Francisco,  where  he  will  remain 
until  the  middle  of  the  month. 

A.  W.  Smith  jr.,  eastern  sales  manager  for 
20th-Fox,  visited  the  Pittsburgh,  Washington 
and  Philadelphia  exchanges  in  connection 
with  the  anniversary  celebration  . . . Lester 
Krieger,  assistant  to  Ted  Schlanger,  Philadel- 
phia zone  manager  for  Warner  Theatres,  was 
in  town  recently  for  home  office  conferences. 

Maurice  N.  Wolff,  New  England  district 
manager  for  M-G-M  with  headquarters  in 
Boston,  has  returned  there  after  several  days 
of  conferences  with  E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea,  east- 
ern sales  manager,  before  the  latter  left  on 
vacation. 

Ted  Lloyd,  head  of  the  radio  department  of 
20th-Fox,  left  for  the  coast  to  attend  confer- 
ences on  radio  plans  for  the  30th  Anniver- 
sary celebration,  as  well  as  radio  campaign 
plans  on  future  product. 

Joseph  Seidelman,  president  of  Universal 
International,  was  expected  back  from  a vaca- 
tion in  Mexico  . . . Norman  H.  Moray,  War- 
ner short  subjects  general  sales  manager,  has 
pulled  in  from  the  coast. 

Leonard  H.  Goldenson,  Paramount  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  theatre  operations,  was 
in  Jacksonville,  where  he  met  Leon  Netter, 
executive  in  charge  of  southern  theatres,  and 
Frank  Rogers,  president  of  Florida  State  thea- 
tres. Following  his  Florida  visit,  Goldenson 
went  to  Cuba  for  conferences  with  R.  Ramos 
Cobian,  Paramount  theatre  partner  in  Ha- 
vana and  Camaguey. 

H.  J.  Yates  sr„  president  of  Republic  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.;  James  R.  Grainger,  president 
and  general  sales  manager  of  Republic  Pic- 
tures Corp.,  and  William  Saal,  executive  as- 
sistant to  Yates,  left  for  the  coast.  Grainger 
expects  to  return  to  the  east  within  three 
weeks. 

Roy  Rogers,  Republic’s  cowboy  star,  re- 
ceived the  “Favorite  Western  Star”  award 
from  Screen  Guide  magazine  on  his  radio 
show  recently. 

"Bernadette"  Will  Return 
To  B'way  at  Pop  Prices 

NEW  YORK — “The  Song  of  Bernadette” 
returns  at  popular  prices  to  the  Rivoli,  March 
14,  following  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom.”  Origi- 
nally “Bernadette”  had  its  premiere  at  this 
theatre,  playing  to  more  than  600,000  persons 
in  20  weeks  and  shattering  all  house  records. 

In  addition  to  winning  five  Academy 
Awards,  “Bernadette”  was  the  vehicle  where- 
in Jennifer  Jones,  then  an  unknown,  made 
her  debut  in  the  title  role.  It  won  for  her 
the  Oscar  for  best  performance  by  an  actress 
for  the  year. 


Attorneys  Plan  New 
Leonardtown  Theatre 

LEONARDTOWN,  MD. — Leonardtown  will 
soon  have  its  second  large  motion  picture 
theatre  in  the  center  of  town.  Paul  J.  Bailey, 
an  attorney,  announced  last  week.  The  thea- 
tre will  rise  on  the  site  of  the  old  Lawrence 
Hotel,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  Oct.  10, 
1944.  The  debris  is  being  cleared  for  a mod- 
ern theatre  with  store  and  office  space  and 
hotel  accommodations  on  the  top  floors.  The 
hotel  was  owned  by  A.  K.  Love,  attorney  of 
Loveville  and  Leonardtown,  Md.,  who  sold 
the  destroyed  building  to  Bailey  and  William 
Alex  Loker,  also  a lawyer,  for  $7,500  some 
weeks  ago. 

Consolidated  '44  Income 
Attains  a High  Figure 

NEW  YORK — In  its  annual  report  to  stock- 
holders, Consolidated  Film  Industries,  Inc., 
and  subsidiary  companies,  show  a net  profit 
of  $561,719.10  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1944,  after  deducting  estimated  federal  in- 
come and  excess  profits  taxes,  negotiation  of 
war  contracts  and  loss  on  sale  of  real  estate, 
etc.  This  has  been  transferred  to  earned 
surplus,  giving,  as  of  the  above  date,  a con- 
solidated earned  surplus  amounting  to  $4,- 
692,238.95. 

Gross  profits  for  the  year  totaled  $11,137,- 
124.61.  Sales  and  operating  expenses,  includ- 
ing depreciation,  amounted  to  $9,732,029.65, 
leaving  a net  profit  from  sales  of  $1,405,094.96. 
Other  income,  derived  from  interest,  rents, 
discounts,  bad  debts  recovered,  etc.,  totaled 
$352,529.85.  Gross  operating  profit  was  $1,- 
757,624.81. 

Deducted  from  income  were  rented  property 
expenses  and  provisions  for  bad  debts  total- 
ing $51,000.44,  leaving  a net  income  for  the 
year  of  $1,706,624.37,  before  federal  income 
and  excess  profits  taxes,  renegotiation  of  war 
contracts  and  loss  on  sale  of  real  estate,  etc. 
Loss  on  real  estate  amounted  to  $201,905.27, 
and  estimated  federal  taxes,  etc.,  were  esti- 
ihated  at  $943,000.00. 

Deductions  for  dividends  declared  and  paid 
on  cumulative  participation  preferred  stock 
approximate  $400,000.  According  to  President 
Herbert  J.  Yates,  the  1944  net  income  was 
equivalent  to  $1.40%  per  share  on  the  400,000 
shares  of  preferred  stock  issued  and  out- 
standing. The  net  earnings  in  1943  were 
equivalent  to  $1.44%  per  share  on  the  same 
number  of  shares  of  preferred  stock. 

"Berlin,"  "Co-Pilot"  Set 
To  Open  in  420  Spots 

NEW  YORK— A total  of  420  pre-release  en- 
gagements has  been  set  on  two  Warners 
films,  “Hotel  Berlin”  and  “God  Is  My  Co- 
Pilot.”  “Hotel  Berlin”  is  slated  for  general 
release  March  17,  and  has  been  booked  for 
advance  showings  in  220  situations.  “God  Is 
My  Co-Pilot”  goes  into  general  release  April 
7,  and  has  been  set  for  200  pre-release  engage- 
ments. 

The  first  out-of-town  showings  of  “Hotel 
Berlin”  took  place  Friday  in  three  Los  Angeles 
theatres  and  at  the  Warner  in  Atlantic  City. 
Film  had  its  premiere  at  the  Strand  in  New 
York.  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  had  its  pre- 
miere in  Macon,  Ga.,  and  is  set  for  the  Strand 
March  23.  The  coast  premiere  at  the  Plaza 
Theatre  in  Palm  Springs  at  advanced  prices 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Palm  Springs  Commu- 
nity Hospital,  is  scheduled  for  March  21. 


Reels  Get  Manila  Scenes 

NEW  YORK — All  newsreels  carried  films 
of  the  capture  of  Manila  which  were  shown 
on  theatre  screens  here  beginning  Wednes- 
day. Entire  footage  was  devoted  to  the  sub- 
ject. 
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Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


Curfew  Hurting  Some; 
Debut  Films  Thrive 

NEW  YORK — The  curfew  hurt  some  first 
run  grosses,  but  the  opening  of  several  new 
attractions  was  a hypo  for  others  at  box- 
offices. 

Shows  that  turned  in  better-than-average 
business  during  their  respective  debuts  in- 
cluded: “Hotel  Berlin,”  at  the  Strand;  “A 
Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  Roxy,  and  “The 
Picture  of  Dorian  Gray,”  Capitol. 

Broadway  managers  reported  that  the  mid- 
night curfew  was  felt  quite  heavily  over  the 
weekend  when  late  shows  are  the  rule.  This 
was  particularly  true  on  Saturday  nights 
when  every  theatre  had  late  shows,  but  was 
true  to  a lesser  degree  on  Sunday  night.  Esti- 
mates of  the  amount  of  business  lost  on 
Saturday  night  ranged  as  high  as  15  per  cent. 
Another  theatre  manager  estimated  that  the 
revenue  lost  during  the  week  due  to  earlier 
closings  was  about  five  per  cent. 

A manager  for  one  of  the  larger  theatres 
observed  that  business  during  the  week  drops 
off  to  a mere  dribble  after  9 p.  m.  when  the 
last  show  starts.  This  lost  business,  he  add- 
ed, can  hardly  ever  be  recovered. 

(Average  is  100) 


Astor — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

4th  wk 135 

Capitol — The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show  165 

Criterion — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ),  3rd  wk.._130 

Hollywood — Roughly  Speaking  (WB),  5th  wk 115 

Palace — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO),  6th  wk 105 

Paramount — Bring  on  the  Girls  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  165 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — A Song  to  Remember 

(Col),  plus  stage  show,  6th  wk 125 

Rialto — Crime  Doctor's  Courage  (Col) 70 

Rivoli — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

10th  wk 125 

Roxy — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  180 

Strond — Hotel  Berlin  (WB),  plus  stage  show 190 


“Every  Night"  Earns  More  Than 
Double  Average  at  Buffalo 

BUFFALO — Spring  is  in  the  air  at  last! 
The  snow  was  almost  gone  and  the  sun  was 
shining  last  week.  So  was  the  boxoffice. 
“Tonight  and  Every  Night”  and  “The  Un- 
written Code”  led  at  the  Lafayette.  The 
first  eight  days  of  “Here  Come  the  WAVES” 
and  “Double  Exposure”  were  strong  at  the 
Buffalo,  while  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  was 
nearing  record  proportions  with  a brilliant 
second  week.  The  Century  and  Hipp  were 
good,  both  with  holdovers. 

Buffalo — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para);  Double 


Exposure  (Para),  1st  8 days  d.  t 167 

Great  Lakes — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 182 

Hippodrome — This  Man's  Navy  (M-G-M);  Danger- 
ous Passage  (Para),  2nd  d.  t.  wk.,  9-day  move- 

over  _ 115 

20th  Century — The  Three  Caballeros  (RKO); 

Nevada  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 149 

Lafayette — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col);  The 
Unwritten  Code  (Col)  214 


Philadelphia  Grosses  Show  Gains; 
Patrons  Switch  to  Early  Shows 

PHILADELPHIA — The  film  business  did 
well,  thank  you,  despite  the  midnight  cur- 
few. Two  or  three  allnighters  have  been  hit 
at  the  boxoffice,  but  most  of  the  downtown 
houses  report  that  business  is  aided  by  pa- 
trons going  to  earlier  shows  instead  of  night 
spots.  Van  Johnson  fans  made  “Between  Two 
Women”  the  busiest  attraction  with  “Dark 
Waters”  getting  plenty  of  attention.  Com- 
bination of  “She  Gets  Her  Man”  and  “Sons 
o’  Fun”  is  packing  them  in  at  the  Earle. 


Aldine — Between  Two  Women  (M-G-M) 200 

Arcadia — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 190 

Boyd — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  2nd  wk 135 

Earle — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ),  with  Sons  o' 

Fun  unit  on  stage _ 185 

Fox — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  3rd  wk 150 

Karlton — And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) 175 

Keith's — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 130 

Mastbaum — Objective,  Burmal  (WB),  2nd  wk 135 

Stanley — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  3rd  wk 145 

St*:nton — Dark  Waters  (UA)  190 


THREE  cheers  for  the  exchange  men!  They 
have  embarked  on  a worthy  enterprise  in 
starting  a campaign  for  an  initial  reservoir 
of  200  volunteers  from  the  exchanges  to  aid 
under-manned  theatre  staffs  in  the  various 
war  drives. 

Shortage  of  help  has  stymied  many  thea- 
tres in  turning  in  their  best  efforts.  While 
fine  records  have  been  made  in  the  previous 
March  of  Dimes  and  Red  Cross  campaigns, 
still  better  returns  could  have  been  made  if 
theatres  had  had  enough  help. 

The  new  volunteer  system  is  being  rushed 
so  that  it  will  be  ready  for  the  Red  Cross 
drive  starting  March  15.  A salesman  in  one 
of  the  exchanges  told  of  a recent  case  where 
only  one  usher  was  available  to  take  up  a 
collection  in  the  orchestra  of  a large  thea- 
tre. If  this  condition  exists  to  any  extent  in 
any  other  theatres — and  it  is  possible  that 
it  does,  although  not  to  the  same  degree — 
much  money  has  failed  to  fall  into  the  cof- 
fers of  the  various  drives,  this  salesman  ob- 
serves. 

Certain  exhibitors — notably  Samuel  Rinzler 
— have  been  making  a one-man  drive  for 
volunteers  to  serve  in  under-manned  thea- 
tres for  some  months.  This  is,  therefore,  the 
first  concrete  step  that  has  been  taken  in 
this  direction. 

According  to  present  plans,  those  who 
volunteer  for  this  work  will  be  assigned  to 
theatres  nearest  their  homes  wherever  pos- 
sible. The  work  will  be  voluntary  and  those 
who  offer  their  services  will  be  permitted  to 
select  their  own  hours. 

Theatre  men  in  the  various  neighborhoods 
will  be  contacted  by  salesmen  handling  their 
accounts  who  will  furnish  complete  details  of 
the  plan.  Exhibitors  and  managers  are  free 
to  use  the  service  or  reject  it  if  they  wish, 
according  to  their  own  needs. 

Volunteers  will  be  given  identification 
cards  signed  by  Henry  Randel,  distribution 
chairman  of  the  War  Activities  Committee, 
which  they  are  required  to  show  to  any  ex- 
hibitor or  theatre  manager  upon  request.  The 
distributors’  committee  is  sponsoring  the 
plan  which,  trade  circles  say,  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  contributions  to  the  war  effort. 

Each  borough  has  a chairman  under  whom 
will  serve  salesmen  assigned  to  the  various 
theatres.  Personnel  of  the  committees  fol- 
lows: 

Clarence  Eiseman,  Warners,  Manhattan 
chairman;  Salesmen  Leo  Jacoby,  Warners; 
Moe  Fraum,  Columbia;  Charles  Penser,  RKO; 
Nat  Beier,  Paramount;  Abe  Blumstein,  20th- 
Fox;  Jack  Farkas,  Monogram;  Dave  Sohmers, 
Republic. 

Dave  Burkan,  United  Artists,  Nassau,  Es- 
sex and  Staten  Island  chairman;  Phil  Hodes, 
Brooklyn  chairman;  Salesmen  Robert  J.  Ells- 
worth, M-G-M;  Louis  Kutinsky,  RKO;  Harry 
Furst,  Universal;  William  Schutzer,  UA;  Dave 
Black,  Republic;  Jack  Sokoloff.  Columbia. 

Howard  Levy,  Metro,  Bronx  chairman; 
Salesmen  Bob  Finkel,  Universal;  Moe  Sand- 
ers, 20th-Fox,  Long  Island  chairman;  Sales- 
men Max  Mendel,  Paramount;  Tom  Farrell, 
M-G-M;  Harry  Zeitel,  RKO;  Robert  Fannon, 
Republic,  and  Nat  Harris,  20th-Fox.  Upstate 
—Saul  Trauner  and  Seymour  Schussel,  Co- 
lumbia, co-chairmen;  Salesman  Irving  Roth- 
erberg. 

The  committee  in  charge  plans  to  make 
public  the  names  of  all  volunteers  in  the 
trade  press. 


EXHIBITOR  NOTES:  Gary  Piocione,  oper- 
ating houses  in  Westbury,  Mineola  and  Free- 
port, is  back  from  a five-week  sojourn  in  Flor- 
ida ..  . Exhibitor  Irving  Sherman’s  son, 
George,  will  have  his  Bar  Mitzvah  March  17. 
Dad  operates  the  Central,  Pearl  River,  N.Y. 


. . . Essy  Weisberger,  Island  circuit  booker, 
is  enjoying  a ten-day  vacation  in  the  south 
. . . Edward  Richter,  chief  booker  at  the 
M-G-M  exchange,  was  a vacationer. 


Nate  Oberman,  Metro’s  chief  booker  at  the 
Boston  exchange,  said  “howdy”  to  the  boys 
and  girls  at  the  local  branch  . . . Pvt.  Sidney 
Furst,  son  of  Nat  Furst,  Monogram  branch 
manager,  has  been  commended  by  Maj.  Gen. 
F.  W.  Milburn  for  the  fine  job  his  outfit  did 
in  overcoming  tremendous  odds  on  various 
engineering  tasks  “somewhere  on  the  western 
front.” 

Harry  Asher,  assistant  to  Managing  Di- 
rector David  Dubin,  of  the  Grand  Central 
Newsreel,  has  resigned  and  will  announce  his 
plans  later  . . . The  M-G-M  exchange  chap- 
ter of  SOPEG,  CIO,  has  elected  the  follow- 
ing officers:  John  Cunniff,  chairman;  Moe 
Rose,  vice-chairman;  Otto  Langer,  treasurer, 
and  Ethel  Silver,  secretary. 


Exhibitor  George  Stamatis’  grandson,  Lieut. 
Michael  Stamatis,  left  for  active  duty  in  the 
European  theatre  of  operations.  Previously 
he  was  stationed  for  18  months  in  the  South 
Pacific  and  later  was  an  instructor  at  an 
officers’  candidate  school  in  the  U.S. 


KUDOS  FROM  WPM:  The  War  Manpower 
Commission  for  the  Newark  area  recognizes 
the  part  films  played  in  the  recent  recruit- 
ment drive  for  war  workers,  in  a letter  to 
Area  Director  George  S.  Pfaus  to  Miss  Segall 
follow: 

“Please  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
whole-hearted  and  patriotic  cooperation  ex- 
tended by  you  personally  and  by  the  mem- 
bers of  your  organization  to  the  War  Man- 
power Commission  in  the  recent  intensive 
recruitment  drive,  the  primary  objective  of 
which  was  to  recruit  20,000  workers  for  war 
plants  in  the  area  . . . We  realize  you  were 
greatly  inconvenienced  by  running  the  in- 
centive pictures  and  permitting  your  shows 
to  be  broken  so  that  talks  might  be  given 
by  officers  and  enlisted  men. 

“Though  we  did  not  achieve  our  major  ob- 
jectives, nevertheless  we  did  succeed  in  re- 
ducing turnover  and  absenteeism  to  a mini- 
mum and  in  addition  secured  3,000  more 
workers  for  war  plants.  We  feel  that  you 
and  your  organization  made  a very  big  con- 
tribution to  the  success  of  the  program.” 

Pfaus  estimates  that  800,000  people  in  the 
area  saw  the  films  during  January  and  Febru- 
ary. “We  conclude  that  your  phase  of  the 
overall  program  did  more  than  any  other  to 
achieve  these  results  because,  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  motion  picture  industry, 
so  many  people  were  made  aware  of  the 
critical  manpower  shortage  in  this  area.” 


MARITAL  DRAMA:  There  is  a story  be- 
hind the  recent  swearing  into  the  marine 
corps  of  Thomas  F.  Rodgers,  younger  of  two 
sons  of  William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general 
sales  manager.  The  youth  was  sworn  in  by 
Maj.  Harry  W.  Miller,  USMC,  who  spent  the 
intervening  period  between  World  War  I and 
II  as  a salesman  at  the  local  Metro  exchange. 

Major  Miller  has  also  presided  at  the 
swearing  in  of  the  sons  of  two  other  Metro- 
ites:  E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea,  eastern  sales  man- 
ager, and  Salesman  Robert  J.  Ellsworth. 


Irving  Meginnis,  former  assistant  manager 
at  the  R&B  Laurel,  Long  Beach,  L.  I„  is  aide 
to  Irving  Ludwig,  booker  and  film  buyer  for 
the  circuit  . . . Peggy  Lewis,  formerly  a cash- 
ier at  the  Stanley  and  Victoria  is  the  new  as- 
sistant at  the  Victoria.  She  succeeds  Myrtle 
Candee,  now  manager  of  the  Astor.  Miss 
Candee’s  assistant  is  Miss  Jerry  Rogers. 
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TALKING  THINGS  OVER — Nick  John  Matsoukas,  head  of  the  Skouras  cir- 
cuit’s war  effort  department  and  Daphne  Dolores  Skouras,  his  assistant,  discuss 
plans  for  the  big  fur  fashion  show  and  entertainment  at  the  Academy  of  Music, 
March  28.  Proceeds  will  be  donated  to  the  Greek  division  of  the  American  Red 
Cross.  Miss  Skouras  is  program  director  for  the  event. 


Daphne  Skouras  Busy  on  Fur  Fashion 
Show  for  Greek  Branch  of  Red  Cross 


NEW  YORK — Plans  are  nearing  comple- 
tion for  a fur  fashion  show  and  entertain- 
ment at  the  Academy  of  Music,  Wednesday, 
March  28,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greek  divi- 
sion of  the  American  Red  Cross.  The  sum 
of  $10,000  is  expected  to  be  raised.  The  com- 
bined show  has  a three-fold  purpose:  to  raise 
funds  for  the  Red  Cross;  to  celebrate  the 
124th  anniversary  of  Greece’s  liberation  from 
Turkey  and  to  mark  the  liberation  of  Greece 
from  the  Nazi  yoke. 

Under  the  general  supervision  of  Nick  John 
Matsoukas,  head  of  the  Skouras  war  effort 
department,  Miss  Daphne  Dolores  Skouras  is 
program  director  for  the  event. 

Miss  Skouras  disclosed  that  the  fur  show 
will  feature  sports,  daytime  and  evening  furs 
which  have  been  donated  by  fashionable  Fifth 
Avenue  furriers.  More  than  a dozen  Conover 
models  and  debutantes  will  model  the  gar- 
ments. 

The  stage  show  will  include  personalities 
from  the  stage,  screen,  radio  and  night  clubs. 
Emcees  will  comprise  the  pick  of  available 
talent  in  the  metropolitan  area.  The  Roxy 
stage  show  is  expected  to  appear  as  a unit. 
Bob  Dixon,  master  of  ceremonies  of  This  Is 
Our  Cause,  Skouras  circuit’s  war  effort 
presentation  over  radio  station  WOR,  will 
also  take  part. 

Miss  Skouras  said  that  tickets,  priced  from 
$1.20  to  $6,  would  be  given  gratis  to  wounded 
service  men. 

Since  she  joined  the  department  last  Sep- 
tember, Miss  Skouras  has  been  assisting  on 
the  This  Is  Our  Cause  program;  the  March 
of  Dimes;  the  Hero’s  Phone  Fund  and  the 
American  Nobel  prize-winners’  dinner. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARM 

JOE  HORNSTEIN,  Inc. 

630  Ninth  Ave.,  New  York  City 
or  your  Supply  Dealer 


Paramount  Workers  Plan 
R.  C.  Rally  on  Mar.  14 

NEW  YORK — The  Paramount  employes 
1945  Red  Cross  War  Fund  campaign  in  the 
metropolitan  area  will  be  launched  March  14 
with  a rally  at  the  home  office  recreation 
room,  sponsored  by  the  Paramount  Pep  Club, 
according  to  Arthur  Israel  ji\,  executive  as- 
sistant to  Barney  Balaban,  president,  and 
chairman  of  the  company’s  campaign. 

Principal  speaker  at  the  rally  will  be  Ar- 
thur Mayer,  deputy  commissioner  of  the  ARC 
in  the  Pacific  area,  who  recently  returned 
from  his  duties  there.  He  will  bring  a greet- 
ing from  Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  Para- 
mount’s executive  committee,  who  is  now 
serving  as  Red  Cross  commissioner  for  the  en- 
tire Pacific  area. 

R.  M.  Weitman,  managing  director  of  the 
Paramount,  will  stage  a Red  Cross  musical 
presentation.  Serving  on  the  campaign  com- 
mittee are  A1  Finestone,  co-chairman; 
George  Shupert,  and  J.  P.  McLoughlin, 
treasurer. 

Brooklyn  Red  Cross  Meet 
Gets  Campaign  Underway 

NEW  YORK — Brooklyn  theatre  representa- 
tives met  with  Red  Cross  volunteers  who  will 
captain  the  campaign  in  the  borough’s  houses 
during  the  industry’s  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
week,  March  15-21,  and  discussed  details  of 
the  drive.  The  Brooklyn  chapter  expects  to 
raise  $200,000  in  the  theatres  this  year,  com- 
pared to  the  $160,000  collected  last  year. 

Session  was  held  at  the  Canteen  of  the 
Brooklyn  chapter.  Presiding  was  Edward  C. 
Dowden  of  Loew’s,  chairman  of  the  Brooklyn 
Red  Cross  theatre  committee.  Other  theatre 
men  present  who  spoke  briefly  were  Erwin 
Gold  and  Manny  Frisch,  Randforce;  Larry 
Grieb  and  A1  Zimbalist,  RKO;  Myron  Siegel, 
Century;  Irving  Ludwig,  Rugoff  & Becker; 
Ben  Simon,  Jay  Burton  and  Sid  Kain,  Loew’s, 
and  Lou  Levy,  Fabian’s  Paramount. 


Stars  Write  Showmen 
On  Work  of  the  R.  C. 

NEW  YORK — Film  stars  who  have  enter- 
tained the  armed  forces  overseas  and  wit- 
nessed at  first  hand  the  work  of  the  Red 
Cross  are  writing  letters  to  exhibitors  and 
managers  on  behalf  of  the  drive.  By  writing 
their  personal  observations  to  theatre  men 
they  feel  they  can  inspire  them  to  greater  ef- 
forts in  the  1945  campaign. 

Engaged  in  the  letter-writing  are:  Fred 
Astire,  Jack  Benny,  Edgar  Bergen,  Ingrid 
Bergman,  Joan  Blondell,  Humphrey  Bogart, 
Mary  Brian,  Joe  E.  Brown,  James  Cagney, 
Jerry  Colonna,  Gary  Cooper,  Bing  Crosby, 
Olivia  de  Havilland,  Marlene  Dietrich,  Jinx 
Falkenburg,  Kay  Francis,  Clark  Gable,  John 
Garfield,  Paulette  Goddard,  Bob  Hope,  A1 
Jolson,  Carole  Landis,  Francis  Langford,  Mitzi 
Mayfair,  George  Raft,  Martha  Raye,  Edward 
G.  Robinson,  Ann  Sheridan,  Dinah  Shore, 
Spencer  Tracy  and  Vera  Vague. 


Names  of  Those  Present 
At  Ten  Eyck  Gross  Rally 

ALBANY — Those  attending  the  Ten  Eyck 
Hotel  luncheon  at  which  plans  were  made  for 
theatre  participation  in  Red  Cross  drive  in- 
cluded: 


Seymour  Morris 

Jean  Fredericks 

A1  Barton 

Hermqn  Ripps 

Guy  Graves 

Eddie  Susse 

Lou  Golding 

Ralph  Ripps 

Andy  Roy 

Bill  Williams 

Sol  UHman 

Arthur  Horn 

Joe  Shure 

Ray  Smith 

Alex  Sayles 

George  Goldberg 

George  Seed 

Ray  Powers 

Sid  Sommers 

Harry  Aranov 

Charles  Wilson 

Arthur  Newman 

Vic  Bunze 

Joe  Miller 

Joe  S'towell 

Holbrook  Bissell 

Jack  Swarthout 

Jim  Faughnan 

C.  J.  Latta 

Max  Westebbe 

Charles  Smakwitz 

Abe  Van  Deusen 

Paul  Wallen 

George  Tucker 

Joe  Saperstein 

Herbert  Carlock 

Leo  Rosen 

Sylvan  Left 

Oscar  Perrin 

Clayton  Eastman 

A1  LaFlamme 

Dick  Hayes 

Neil  Heilman 

Schuyler  Beattie 

Harry  Alexander 

Edward  J.  Wall 

Dan  Houlihan 

Harry  Wycoff 

Fred  Sliter 

Gene  Lowe 

Tom  Barry 

Joe  Weinstein 

United  Nations'  Children 
In  Red  Cross  Ceremony 

NEW  YORK — Children  garbed  in  costumes 
representing  the  United  Nations  will  take 
part  in  the  Times  Square  ceremonies  open- 
ing the  Red  Cross  campaign  Thursday,  March 
15.  The  fete  will  be  held  at  the  replica  of 
the  Statue  of  Liberty  and  is  being  arranged 
by  Janice  Rentchler,  of  the  regional  War 
Activities  publicity  committee.  Editors  of  the 
foreign  langauge  press  are  assisting. 

The  Times  Square  celebration  was  originally 
planned  for  March  14  but  was  postponed  for 
one  day  so  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  Brook- 
lyn Red  Cross  chapter’s  parade.  The  Queens 
Chapter  of  the  Red  Cross  will  conduct  a pa- 
rade and  rally,  Saturday,  March  17. 


New  Song  Is  Composed 
For  Red  Cross  Campaign 

NEW  YORK — A new  song  has  been  written 
for  the  film  industry’s  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
week  by  Frank  Loesser  and  Hal  Block.  It 
has  been  recorded  by  Perry  Como,  popular 
singer,  with  Ted  Steele’s  orchestra  accom- 
panying, and  is  available  for  use  in  theatres 
and  over  radio  stations. 

Fred  Norman  of  the  RKO  publicity  depart- 
ment arranged  for  the  writing  and  recording 
of  the  number,  and  is  handling  all  orders. 
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UA  EXECUTIVES  AT  PARTY — Among  those  attending  a cocktail  party  at 
the  Stork  Club  in  honor  of  Barry  Buchanan,  new  director  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity, were,  left  to  right:  William  Dasheff,  Ed  Peskay,  Carl  Leserman,  Buck  Singer 
and  Edward  M.  Schnitzer. 


The  film  industry’s  new  checking  organiza- 
tion is  reported  due  to  make  its  bow  in 
this,  as  well  as  other  territories  and,  although 
no  report  was  available  as  to  where  the  man- 
power was  coming  from,  it  is  understood  that 
the  majority  of  the  majors,  excepting  the  two 
who  have  their  own  checking  services,  are 
subscribing  to  the  services  of  the  new  com- 
pany. 

Rumors  that  Harvey  D.  English  was  acquir- 
ing additions  to  his  circuit  have  been  con- 
firmed by  a report  that  English,  in  behalf  of 
his  circuit,  has  officially  acquired  the  Manor 
at  Livingston  Manor,  the  Roscoe  at  Roscoe, 
and  the  Maple  at  Jeffersonville,  all  in  New 
York  state.  These  houses  were  formerly 
owned  and  operated  by  Carl  Bogner,  retir- 
ing because  of  illness. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Buckley  announces  from  Ben- 
nington, Vt.,  that  her  General  Stark  Thea- 
tre will  operate  under  the  management  of 
David  Fonda. 

Clayton  Eastman  and  his  Paramount  office 
sales  staff  have  returned  from  New  York  City 
where  they  attended  the  company’s  regional 
sales  meeting. 

Fred  Sliter  has  been  seen  oiling  his  pick 
and  shovel  with  the  first  outburst  of  balmy 
weather  and  he  shows  all  signs  of  having  the 
best  victory  garden  on  the  Row,  after  run- 
ning Gene  Lowe  a close  second  last  year. 

The  Norfolk  and  Norwood,  both  New  York 
State,  were  acquired  by  John  Yanakas  from 
Mrs.  Amos  E.  Curry,  who  has  been  operating 
the  houses  since  the  death  of  her  husband. 
Yanakas  is  a nephew  of  James  and  Alex 
Papayanakas,  who  own  and  operate  the 
Rialto  and  Star  at  Potsdam,  N.  Y. 

Joe  Weinstein,  Warner  Theatres  booker, 
had  to  interrupt  a weekend  holiday  with  his 
family  in  New  York  City  due  to  illness  of 
one  of  his  children. 

Bob  Adler,  Monogram  representative  for 
the  North  Country,  is  passing  around  cigars, 
due  to  the  new  addition  to  his  family,  whose 
name  is  Cynthia  Joyce. 

Harry  Lowe  of  National  Screen  Service  has 
made  a swing  through  his  territory  and  has 
come  back  with  a record  number  of  repeat 
contracts,  plus  some  new  accounts.  Harry  now 
is  in  New  York  City,  where  he  will  relax 
after  conferring  with  home  office  executives. 

The  film  boys  are  still  worrying  about  gas- 
oline coupons  now  that  spring  seems  in  the 
offing.  Many  of  them  are  still  traveling  by 
bus  and  railroad  so  they  can  have  their  cou- 
pons now  that  clearer  weather  is  here. 

Gene  Lowe  and  Gene  Vogel,  respectively 
Monogram  and  Universal  branch  managers, 
have  been  giving  George  Jeffreys  a close  con- 
test for  honors  in  the  Row’s  Tall  Tales  con- 
test. 

Evelyn  Till,  booker’s  secretary  at  M-G-M, 
has  become  engaged  to  John  Manning,  a gun- 
ner’s mate  in  the  navy  who  has  returned  from 
duty  in  the  South  Pacific. 

New  York  City  visitors  from  the  Albany 
Row  included  Herman  Ripps,  M-G-M  mana- 
ger, and  Charlie  A.  Smakowitz,  Warner  The- 
atres assistant  zone  manager. 

The  Variety  Club’s  Monday  night  dinners 
have  been  switched  from  the  Ten  Eyck  to  a 
private  dining  room  at  Keeler’s  Restaurant. 

Nick  Googin  of  the  Town  Hall,  Cazanovia, 
was  reported  in  bed  after  a fall  sustained 
while  shoveling  snow  from  a roof. 

Ray  Smith,  WB  manager,  expects  a large 
exhibitor  turnout  for  the  tradeshowing  of 
“Hotel  Berlin”  on  March  12. 


Philadelphia  Leads  U.S. 

In  Dimes  Per  Capita 

PHILADELPHIA— Theatregoers  in  this  city 
contributed  to  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign 
three  times  per  capita  that  of  the  entire  na- 
tion, it  was  disclosed  at  a report  luncheon  of 
the  women’s  committee  for  50  team  captains, 
at  the  Ritz  Carlton  Hotel. 

The  announcement,  made  by  Sidney  Sam- 
uelson,  co-chairman  of  the  theatre  phase  of 
the  drive,  disclosed  that  $133,000  was  netted  in 
220  film  houses  during  the  last  week  in  Janu- 
ary. This  represents  a per  capita  contribu- 
tion of  seven  cents,  or  an  average  of  65  cents 
for  every  theatre  seat  in  the  city,  Samuelson 
said. 

Special  tributes  were  paid  by  George  A. 
Welsh,  executive  director  of  the  drive,  to  Mrs. 
Katheryne  Sura,  head  of  the  women’s  com- 
mittee, and  Mrs.  Arthur  Goldsmith,  through 
whose  offices  750  members  of  the  navy  league 
were  enlisted  in  the  theatre  drive. 

James  P.  Clark,  chairman  of  the  Philadel- 
phia chapter  of  the  Infantile  Paralysis  Foun- 
dation, presented  certificates  of  merit  to  all 
team  captains. 

Kodak,  Ltd.,  Announces 
Recent  Appointments 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.— The  board  of  direc- 
tors of  Kodak,  Ltd.,  subsidiary  of  Eastman 
Kodak  Co.,  has  announced  four  appointments 
made  at  a recent  meeting. 

E.  E.  Blake,  former  managing  director  of 
Kodak,  Ltd.,  manager  for  British  Isles  and 
colonies  and  manager  of  Cine  film  sales  in 
the  European  territory,  has  been  named  dep- 
uty chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
Kodak,  Ltd. 

Donald  McMaster,  manager  of  Harrow 
Works  in  England,  becomes  assistant  deputy 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  European  factories. 

Harold  S.  Carpenter,  now  visiting  Kodak 
office  here,  is  made  managing  director  of 
Kodak,  Ltd.  Formerly  he  was  deputy  man- 
aging director. 

A.  E.  Amor,  formerly  deputy  works  mana- 
ger of  the  Harrow  factory  and  controller  of 
sensitized  goods,  has  been  made  manager  of 
Harrow  Works. 


Mrs.  Marion  Stone  Is  Dead 

NEW  YORK — Mrs.  Marion  Stone,  owner  of 
the  Stone  Film  Library  since  the  death  of  her 
husband  in  1922,  was  buried  in  Beth  Juda 
Cemetery,  following  services  at  Riverside 
Chapel.  In  ill  health  for  several  years,  Mrs. 
Stone  died  at  her  home,  155  Riverside  Drive. 
Mrs.  Stone  conducted  the  library  after  her 
husband’s  death  until  1935;  her  daughter  has 
directed  it  since.  A sister,  Mrs.  Mildred  Fisher 
of  Chicago,  also  survives. 


SYRACUSE 

TVArs.  Margaret  Gulatto  has  been  promoted 

* to  assistant  managership  of  Keith’s, 
largest  RKO-Schine  house  in  Syracuse,  City 
Manager  Harry  Unterfort  announces.  Mrs. 
Gulatto  transfers  from  the  Paramount,  Wil- 
liam Hershel  of  New  York  City  coming  in  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 

Loew’s  State  also  has  a new  addition  to  its 
executive  staff,  John  M.  Shelley  of  Syra- 
cuse, who  has  been  named  student  manager. 

Three  key  Universal  sales  officials  were  here 
last  week:  Freddie  Myers,  eastern  divisional 
sales  manager,  accompanied  by  John  Scully, 
district  manager,  and  Jerry  Spandau,  branch 
manager. 

Emanuel  Waronov,  local  M-G-M  sales  rep- 
resentative, had  nursery  trouble  in  connec- 
tion with  the  birth  of  a daughter.  After  get- 
ting the  newcomers’  room  painted,  Manny  set 
out  to  decorate  it  with  a frieze  of  appro- 
priate decals,  ended  up  with  more  of  the  gay 
ornaments  on  himself  than  on  the  walls! 

Glen  Lazar,  manager  of  the  Empire,  went 
to  Gloversville  last  week  on  a visit  to  his 
folks. 

Three  Decades  in  Industry, 
Bob  Murphy  to  Be  Feted 

BUFFALO — Robert  T.  “Bob”  Murphy,  cele- 
brating his  30th  year  in  the  motion  picture 
business,  will  be  given  a testimonial  dinner 
Monday  evening,  March  19,  at  the  Variety 
Club. 

Since  the  inception  of  Variety  in  Buffalo, 
Murphy  has  been  an  enthusiastic  member. 
Twice  he  was  chief  barker  and  four  times 
national  canvasman. 

Ralph  W.  May  is  chairman  of  the  dinner. 
Honorary  chairmen  are  Mayor  Joseph  J.  Kel- 
ly, Vincent  R.  McFaul,  Louis  W.  Schine,  J. 
Myer  Schine,  C.  J.  Latta,  M.  J.  Kallet,  A. 
Charles  Hayman,  T.  J.  Walsh  and  Nikitas  D. 
Dipson. 


Edgar  Fain  Resigns 

BOSTON — Edgar  Fain  has  resigned  as  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Interstate  Theatre  Corp. 
to  become  president  of  the  Tower  Iron  Works 
of  Providence.  Resignation  is  effective  April  1. 

Fain  will  be  succeeded  by  James  F.  Ma- 
honey, for  the  past  17  years  district  manager 
for  the  circuit  in  Connecticut  and  western 
Massachusetts. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARMS 

Give  Perfect  Projection  Changovers 
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Ohea  Theatres  curfew  line,  running  with  its 
^ theatre  page  ads:  "Midnight  is  show  time’s 
witching  hour.  Let’s  go  home  earlier  to  bring 
our  boys  home  earlier.  We  are  glad  to  com- 
ply with  Uncle  Sam’s  request  for  midnight 
closing,  in  the  hope  that  the  fuel  saved  will 
speed  victory.  See  our  daily  ads  for  the 
starting  time  of  the  last  mam  feature.” 

Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Gueth,  82,  died  in  her 
home  her,  four  years  after  celebrating  her 
golden  wedding  anniversary.  She  was  the 
mother  of  Marian  O.  Gueth,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  MPTO  of  New  York. 

Herman  E.  Schultz,  66,  director,  composer 
and  arranger  and  once  the  toast  of  the  en- 
tertainment world  for  his  popular  musical 
compositions,  died  here  after  an  illness  of 
several  months.  He  directed  most  of  the  lead- 
ing musical  groups  in  Buffalo  at  one  time 
or  another,  but  was  best  known  for  his  25-year 
leadership  of  the  old  Shea’s  Court  St.  Thea- 
tre. He  composed  and  arranged  music  for 
most  of  the  acts  during  the  heyday  of  that 
house.  He  directed  the  orchestra  at  the 
opening  of  Shea’s  Hippodrome  and  had  been 
musical  director  of  the  Great  Lakes  and 
Lafayette  theatres. 

Dr.  Allen  B.  Du  Mont  of  New  York,  presi- 
dent of  the  Television  Broadcasters  Ass’n, 
spoke  at  a joint  meeting  here  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Radio  Engineers  and  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Niagara 
Frontier  branches.  Guests  included  Dr. 
George  R.  Town  of  the  Stromberg-Carlson 
Corp.,  Rochester,  chairman  of  the  postwar 
technical  planning  board  for  the  New  York 
region.  Discussed  was  a single-channel  tele- 
vision system,  carrying  sound  and  pictures 
on  one  complex  wave.  At  present,  two  chan- 
nels are  needed  for  sound  and  picture  trans- 
mission. 

Mayor  Joseph  J.  Kelly  proclaimed  March 
11  through  17  Red  Cross  War  Fund  week  in 
Buffalo  motion  picture  theatres.  Robert  T. 
Murphy,  exhibitor  chairman  in  the  Buffalo 
area,  said  all  downtown  screens  will  show 
“The  Enemy  Strikes,”  war  department  film. 
A1  Herman  is  distributor  chairman,  Elmer 
Lux  and  Ralph  W.  Maw  are  co-chairmen  and 
George  A.  Mason  and  George  H.  Mackenna 
are  co-exhibitor  chairmen.  Red  Cross  Nurses’ 
Aides,  Gray  Ladies,  Motor  Corps  girls  and 
other  volunteer  members  of  the  Buffalo  chap- 
ter will  assist. 

Dorothy  Sijak,  bookkeeper  at  Paramount, 
has  returned  to  work  after  a month’s  leave 
of  absence  . . . Bill  Rosenow,  former  Roches- 
ter salesman  for  Paramount,  was  here  on 
leave  last  week  . , . Eddie  Walters,  also  for- 
merly of  Paramount,  sent  the  exchange  some 
pictures  of  himself,  taken  in  France. 

Fred  Henn  and  Ken  Miller  have  set  April 
T for  the  opening  of  their  Little  Seneca  The- 
atre, out  South  Buffalo  way  . . . Paramount’s 
“Here  Come  the  WAVES”  is  breaking  records 
hung  up  by  “Going  My  Way,”  both  here  and 
in  Rochester,  the  exchange  reports. 


Stage  and  Wall  Drapes 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


CLASS  DISTRIBUTION  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  SOUTH  — thru 


Sinatra  Picture  Helps 
Plate  Glass  Industry 

Brooklyn — Frank  Capiello  owns  a record 
and  radio  supply  store  at  706  Grand  St. 
One  of  the  daily  chores  of  his  two  daugh- 
ters, Joan,  10,  and  Dolores,  12,  has  been 
to  wipe  the  lipstick  kisses  from  the  plate 
glass  window.  These  tender  imprints 
were  placed  at  a spot  behind  which 
Capiello  had  pasted  a picture  of  Frank 
Sinatra.  The  other  morning  Joan  and 
Dolores  discovered  that  the  latest  mani- 
festation of  emotion  had  rendered  their 
window-cleaning  unnecessary.  During  the 
night  someone  had  shied  a brick  through 
the  plate  glass,  demolishing  Frankie’s 
photograph.  A picture  of  Der  Bingle, 
nearby,  was  untouched. 


A1  Suchman  Buyer 
For  Jersey  Unit 

NEW  YORK — A1  Suchman,  for  the  past 
three  years  on  the  booking  committee  of 
Schine  Theatres  with  headquarters  in  Glo- 
versville,  N.Y.,  has  been  appointed  film  buyer 
for  Independent  Theatre  Service,  Inc.,  a buy- 
ing and  booking  office  composed  of  some  65 
New  Jersey  theatres. 

Suchman,  a graduate  of  the  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  is  a former  circuit  head 
who  sold  his  ten  theatres  to  Fox  Metropolitan 
Playhouses  some  years  ago.  He  was  also 
salesman  for  Selznick  and  Universal;  assistant 
manager  of  the  American  Releasing  Corp., 
and  film  buyer  for  Consolidated  Theatres  of 
New  York  for  14  years. 

It  was  disclosed  that  the  ITS  booking  of- 
fice will  begin  operations  in  its  newly  estab- 
lished offices  in  the  Sardi  Bldg.,  234  West 
44th  St.,  by  April  1. 

The  complete  slate  of  newly-elected  offi- 
cers and  directors  follows: 

Lee  W.  Newbury,  Manasquan,  N.  J.,  presi- 
dent: Irving  Dollinger,  Linden,  vice-presi- 
dent; Harry  H.  Lowenstein,  Newark,  secre- 
tary; David  Snaper,  New  Brunswick,  treas- 
urer; Joseph  Siccardi,  Plainfield,  assistant 
treasurer;  Jacob  Unger,  Hillside;  Dr.  Henry 
Brown,  Lakewood;  Louis  Gold,  Newark;  Mau- 
rice Miller,  Passaic,  and  Edward  Lachman, 
Boonton,  directors. 


PHILADELPHIA 

The  Stanley-Warner  circuit  last  week  added 
the  Egyptian,  in  Bala-Cwynwyd,  owned 
by  the  P.  J.  Lawler  estate.  It  had  been  oper- 
ated by  Joseph  Conway.  William  Hornung 
will  remain  as  manager  . . . Moe  Sherman, 
formerly  with  Monogram,  has  been  named 
United  Artists  salesman  for  the  Scranton 
area. 

The  Runnemede,  in  Runnemede,  N.  J.,  was 
put  up  for  sale  last  week  . . . Morris  Koppel- 
man,  former  office  manager  of  the  Universal 
exchange,  has  joined  the  staff  of  National 
Screen  Service. 

Mort  Magill,  recently  named  head  of  the 
local  UA  exchange,  was  guest  of  honor  at  an 
industry  dinner  at  the  Ritz  Carlton  the  other 
day  . . . Pete  Holman,  ex-Paramount  booker, 
now  is  in  the  navy  . . . Irving  Blumberg,  head 
of  the  Stanley-Warner  publicity  office,  is 
back  at  his  desk  after  an  operation  in  the 
Northern  Liberties  Hospital. 


J(IOHN)  q (O.K.) 

enkins  oc  .Bourgeois 

ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 
HARWOOD  AND  JACKSON  STS. 
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Edgar  Moss,  20th-Fox  district  manager,  is 
back  from  a vacation  on  an  Arizona  ranch 
. . . Reconstruction  is  expected  to  start  soon 
on  Hunt’s  Theatre,  Cape  May  Courthouse, 
N.  J„  destroyed  by  fire  last  December.  The 
same  applies  to  the  Lyric  in  Atlantic  City. 


SCRANTON- 

WILKES-BARRE 

T J.  O’Leary,  general  manager  of  Comerford 
^ Theatres,  and  Red  Cross  drive  chairman 
for  Lackawanna  County,  appointed  Robert 
Simms  as  vice-chairman. 


An  interesting  letter  dated  November  14 
was  received  here  from  Lieut.  D.  R.  Eckes,  air 
force,  a former  employe  of  the  Ritz.  It  reads 
in  part:  “A  few  days  ago  it  seems  the  in- 
fantry ran  into  some  German  tanks  and  were 
trapped,  so  we  got  a call  to  come  out  and 
knock  out  the  tanks.  We  took  off  in  bad 
weather  and  went  over  to  do  the  job.  It  was 
really  tough  because  the  clouds  were  only  800 
feet  from  the  ground  and  that  isn’t  considered 
quite  high  enough  to  do  dive  bombing.  They 
usually  like  to  have  at  least  8,000  feet.  Any- 
how we  dropped  our  bombs  and  got  the  tanks. 
While  we  were  circling  around  looking  for 
trucks  or  men  to  strafe,  we  could  see  hand  to 
hand  fighting  on  the  ground.  In  the  mean- 
time, our  tanks  came  up  and  we  could  see 
them  shooting,  and  the  Germans  decided 
they  had  enough  and  started  to  retreat.” 


Louis  Pilosi,  owner  of  the  Lincoln,  Dupont, 
died  last  weekend.  Besides  his  theatre  in- 
terests Pilosi  was  the  owner  of  5 & 10-cent 
stores  in  Scranton  and  Old  Forge.  He  first 
became  interested  in  the  theatre  business 
when  he  acquired  the  Pilosi  in  Old  Forge 
which  he  later  sold.  He  later  acquired  the 
Strand  in  Swoyerville.  Besides  his  wife,  Pilosi 
is  survived  by  four  children,  three  brothers 
and  three  sisters. 

Completing  the  redecorations  of  the  Penn, 
of  which  Fred  Lee  is  manager,  new  Travis 
and  back  drapes  and  scenery  have  been  add- 
ed to  the  stage.  The  entire  house  has  now 
been  renovated. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Barry,  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  have  announced  the  engagement  of 
their  daughter,  Lieut.  Ruth  Barry  of  the 
WAVES,  to  Lieut.  Thomas  P.  Comerford, 
navy,  son  of  Mrs.  M.  B.  Comerford  of  Scran- 
ton. He  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame  . . . Staff  meetings  of  the  per- 
sonnel of  all  theatres  in  the  Wyoming  Valley 
have  been  held  during  the  last  week  to  go 
over  precautions  to  prevent  possible  danger 
and  damage  from  floods.  Employes  have  been 
trained  to  expedite  the  removal  of  seats, 
taking  up  of  carpets  and  general  flood  con- 
trol work. 

William  Walsh,  Comerford  manager,  has 
been  appointed  theatres  chairman  of  the 
Red  Cross  campaign  in  the  Wyoming  Valley 
. . . J.  J.  O’Leary,  March  of  Dimes  campaign 
chairman,  announced  the  receipts  in  Lacka- 
wanna County  totaled  $31,680,  compared  to 
$19,469.80  last  year. 

Mary  Dohery,  Comerford  home  office  em- 
ploye who  has  been  ill,  has  returned  to  work 
. . . Tom  Lavelle,  accessories  department  of 
Penn  York  Utilities,  has  been  called  up  in 
the  draft  . . . Tom  Comerford  is  a patient  at 
the  Mercy  Hospital,  Scranton  ...  Joe  Gavin, 
Penn,  has  left  for  the  navy  . . . Harry  Stev- 
ens, manager  of  the  Hart,  has  returned  to 
work  after  an  extended  illness. 

Pvt.  Frank  Keating,  a former  employe  at 
the  Penn  and  a brother  of  Bill  Keating,  man- 
ager of  the  Shawnee,  Plymouth,  is  now  in 
France  . . . John  Boyle,  an  employe  of  the 
Penn,  has  left  for  Sampson,  N.Y.,  for  naval 
boot  training  . . . Cpl.  James  Heffron,  for- 
merly of  the  Penn,  has  been  granted  a rota- 
tion furlough  from  the  European  area  after 
30  months  of  overseas  duty. 
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THE  EASTERN  AREA'S  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


The  career  of  Miss 
Yolanda  Bischields  of 
the  Majestic,  Mt.  Sav- 
age, Md.,  is  rooted  in 
the  saga  of  thrift  and 
ambition  that  is  the 
greatness  of  America. 
Her  father,  Mike, 
climbed  from  the  pits 
of  an  Allegheny  Coun- 
ty coal  mine  in  the 
early  days  of  motion 
pictures  to  open  the 
theatre  which  his 
daughter,  aided  by  a brother  and  a sister, 
now  operates.  Described  by  film  salesmen  as 
“a  very  shrewd  business  woman”  “Beulah” 
Bischields,  as  her  friends  call  her,  buys, 
books  and  acts  as  cashier.  Her  brother  is 
projectionist,  the  sister  is  usherette. 


Harry'  A.  Harris,  owner 
of  the  Delmar,  Dorset, 

Sunset  and  Columbia 
houses  in  New  York 
City,  began  his  film 
career  in  1919  after 
the  first  world  war. 

Before  that  he  had 
had  experience  in  the 
commercial  and  mer- 
cantile fields,  bpt  after 
26  years  providing 
“flickers”  for  the  pub- 
lic he  is  happy  he 
turned  to  entertainment.  A Mason,  he  also 
is  a member  of  local  civic  associations.  Harris 
is  married  and  has  two  sons,  Jay  and  Rich- 
ard, both  in  public  schools.  He  lives  at  the 
Bretton  Hall  Hotel  at  Broadway  and  86th 
St.  in  Manhattan. 


Morris  Kutinsky’s  ven- 
ture in  the  exhibiting 
field  was  a 76-seat 
house,  the  Orient  The- 
atre, located  at  15 
Bowery.  Three  years 
later  he  built  the 
Chatham  and,  in  1919, 
the  Universal.  With 
three  houses  on  the 
Bowery,  Kutinsky  gave 
ear  to  Greeley’s  advice 
to  young  men  and 
went  west — as  far  as 
Jersey  City,  where  he  built  the  Academy  of 
Music  in  1921.  Kutinsky  subsequently  con- 
trolled nine  Jersey  City  theatres,  later  leasing 
all  his  cinemas  to  Metro.  He  now  operates  two 
Brooklyn  houses,  the  Gem  and  the  Earl,  and 
the  Beacon,  Long  Island  City. 

Leonard  Washington 

Lea,  whose  friends  call 
him  “John,”  entered 
show  business  from  a 
rather  unusual  spring- 
board in  the  cotton 
mill  town  of  Danville, 

Va.,  in  1921.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  local 
YMCA  and  among  his 
duties  was  the  presen- 
tation of  motion  pic- 
ture shows  for  that  or- 
ganization. The  River- 
side & Dan  mills  leased  the  Schoolfield  Thea- 
tre in  Danville  to  Lea  in  1931.  He  and  Mrs. 
Lea  have  a son  in  the  navy,  a daughter  in  a 
war  plant  and  three  other  children  in  school. 
He  is  a Rotarian  and  a Shriner  and  likes 
travel. 


U.  “Holly”  Hollings- 
worth of  Washington 
D.  C.,  member  of  the 
executive  board  of 
the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, started  in  show 
business  with  an  air- 
dome  in  July  of  1920. 
He  owns  the  Capitol, 
Capitol  Heights,  Md., 
and  is  part  owner  of 
the  Laurel  at  Laurel, 
Md.,  and  the  Highland, 
Fairlawn,  Congress 
and  Atlantic  in  Anacostia,  D.  C.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Juanita  Marlow  in  1919  and  has  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Treva  Fay  lager.  A member 
of  the  Variety  Club,  the  Legion  and  the 
Lions,  Hollingsworth  fishes,  hunts  and  raises 
registered  cattle  as  a hobby. 

Mrs.  Grace  M.  Fisher 
is  a charming  business 
woman  of  many  tal- 
ents. Besides  guiding 
the  destinies  of  her 
Maryland  and  Embas- 
sy theatres  in  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  she  finds 
time  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  civic  affairs. 

She  is  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Vivian  Fisher 
Stouch  and  has  a 
seven-year-old  grand- 
daughter. Mrs.  Fisher  is  active  in  affairs  of 
the  League  for  Crippled  Children,  the  Quota 
Club  and  the  DAR.  She  has  worked  in  all 
war  drives  and  still  finds  time  to  indulge 
her  love  for  playing  the  pipe  organ  and 
piano. 


After  a start  as  a state 
rights  film  distributor 
in  1919,  Morris 
Bleendes  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  switched  to  film 
exhibition.  Since  then 
he  has  built  and  oper- 
ated numerous  houses 
and  at  present  runs 
the  De  Luxe,  a 600- 
seater.  Bleendes  is  in- 
terested in  tieups  be- 
tween the  theatre  and 
community  drives  and, 
in  connection  with  his  vocation,  he  devotes 
some  time  to  amateur  photography  and  ex- 
ploitation stunts.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows.  Bleendes  is  married  and  the 
father  of  two  daughters,  Shirley  and  Beatrice 
F.  Lieberman.  Shirley  is  employed  on  Filmrow. 


The  president  of  the 
Prudential  and 
Playhouse , Operating 
Co.  in  New  York, 

Joseph  M.  Seider  en- 
tered the  field  in  1913, 
working  for  the  Pru- 
dential Film  Delivery 
Co.  Today  the  Pruden- 
tial circuit  operates  44 
theatres  in  Connecti- 
cut, New  Jersey  and 
New  York.  Seider  is  a 
member  of  MPTO  of 
New  Jersey  and  national  MPTO.  He  is  affili- 
ated with  B’nai  B’rith,  Masons  and  Bay  Shore 
Yacht  Club.  Fishing  is  a favorite  sport  of 
this  film  executive  who  owns  a stable  of  fine 
race  horses  in  addition  to  theatres.  Seider 
is  married  and  lives  at  Bay  Shore,  L.  I. 


Eugene  B.  McCurdy  of 
3414  Holmes  Ave.,  Bal- 
timore, was  laying  a 
carpet  in  the  old 
Cupid  Theatre  in  Bal- 
timore back  in  1908 
when  his  partner  re- 
marked : “Say,  why 
don’t  we  open  one  of 
these  shows?”  They 
mulled  the  idea  over 
and  entered  show 
business  with  the 
opening  of  the  Eu- 
reka a few  months  later.  The  business  pros- 
pered and  in  1921  McCurdy  added  the  Co- 
lumbia to  the  operation.  He  is  a member  of 
the  MPTO  of  Maryland  and  the  Masons. 
McCurdy,  a widower,  has  a daughter,  Mrs. 
Helen  E.  Worman.  He  likes  pinochle. 

Two  years  ago  Benja- 
min Weinstock,  secre- 
tary  of  Raybond 
Theatres  Corp.,  cele- 
brated his  first  quar- 
ter-century in  picture 
exhibition.  He  entered 
the  industry  at  the 
City  Hall  Theatre, 

Park  Row,  New  York, 
and  today  is  film 
booker,  buyer  and 
supervisor  of  theatres 
for  Raybond.  A mem- 
ber of  ITO  and  Motion  Picture  Associates,  he 
is  also  affiliated  with  Grand  Street  Boys 
Ass’n,  and  B’nai  B’rith.  Two  of  his  three  boys 
are  in  the  air  force,  Sgt.  Harvey  Weinstock 
somewhere  in  France  and  Cpl.  Alex  Weinstock 
at  Fresno,  Calif.  Louis  is  attending  school. 


The  fascination  and 
promise  of  motion  pic- 
tures first  caught  the 
attention  of  Benjamin 
Knobel  in  1919.  His  in- 
itial house  was  the 
Valentine  Theatre.  To- 
day this  New  Yorker 
owns  five  theatres:  the 
Embassy,  a 1,200-seater 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  the 
Mosholu,  900  seats,  and 
the  Bedford,  600  seats, 
both  in  the  Bronx,  and 
the  Schuyler  and  the  Greenwich,  both  600- 
seaters,  located  in  New  York  City.  His  two 
daughters,  Charlotte  and  Roslyn,  are  mar- 
ried to  theatre  men.  Roslyn’s  husband,  IN. 
Bender,  is  associated  with  Knobel.  A son, 
Franklin,  a seaman,  is  in  the.  navy. 


Thomas  D.  Goldberg, 
owner  of  the  Walbrook, 

Harford  and  Hilton 
theatres  in  Baltimore, 
is  one  of  the  true  pion- 
eers of  the  industry, 
having  started  with  a 
400-seater  then  known 
as  the  Goldberg  at 
3100  W.  N'prth  Ave.,  in 
1916.  He  Iras  been 
vice-president,  treas- 
urer and  business  man- 
ager of  MPTO  of 
Maryland,  which  he  joined  in  1916.  Goldberg’s 
friends  call  him  “Tommy”  and  “Goldy.”  He 
is  married  and  a 32nd  degree  Mason.  He  is 
also  an  Elk.  Devoting  much  time  to  charity, 
he  is  also  fond  of  all  sports  and  participates 
largely  in  war  drives. 
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Opportunities  Galore 
In  Postwar  Poland 

NEW  YORK — War-weary  Poland  is  cer- 
tain to  welcome  motion  pictures,  particularly 
those  made  in  Hollywood,  according  to  com- 
petent observers.  Of  the  321  features  and  211 
shorts  imported  by  Poland  in  1938,  the  last 
year  of  that  nation’s  independence,  58.7  per 
cent  were  American.  The  Polish  percentage 
was  only  8.7.  An  exhibitors’  quota  required 
cinemas  to  reserve  10  per  cent  of  the  screen 
playing  time  for  domestic  features,  if  avail- 
able. 

The  prewar  annual  production  schedule  in 
Poland  ranged  from  186  to  200  films,  of  which 
25  to  30  were  features.  At  the  beginning  of 
1939  there  were  22  film  companies,  of  which 
15  were  in  continuous  operation.  Only  four 
modern  studios  with  two  stages  each,  and  two 
smaller  studios,  which  had  been  adapted  for 
this  purpose,  were  available. 

Motion  picture  theatres  numbered  800, 
many  of  them  now  destroyed;  in  addition,  40 
mobile  cinemas  were  in  operation.  These 
figures  would  seem  to  indicate  the  needs  of 
a country  with  a population  exceeding  35,- 
000,000  were  by  no  means  satisfied.  Observ- 
ers feel  there  clearly  existed,  and  still  exists, 
great  possibilities  for  developing  and  expand- 
ing all  phases  of  the  industry. 

Capt.  Kresch,  Formerly 
Of  Warners,  Is  Killed 

PHILADELPHIA  — Capt.  D.  Benjamin 
Kresch,  former  member  of  the  legal  staff  of 
Warners  here,  was  killed  in  an  airplane  crash 
in  Italy  on  February  2,  it  has  been  learned 
here. 

Captain  Kresch  was  attached  to  the  intel- 
ligence division  of  the  air  transport  com- 
mand He  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Variety  Club,  Tent  13,  and  at  one  time  served 
as  attorney  for  the  organization. 


Samuel  Briskin  With  Navy 

NEW  YORK — Samuel  Briskin,  former  ex- 
ecutive producer  for  Columbia  and  RKO,  is 
engaged  on  three-week  assignment  on  navy 
film  production  activities  at  the  request  of 
the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

He  will  work  with  the  navy’s  photographic 
science  laboratory  and  related  phases  of  film 
production.  His  appointment  is  part  of  the 
navy’s  effort  to  coordinate  its  photographic 
activities  and  to  attune  them  to  current  war 
needs. 


INCORPORATIONS 


—ALBANY— 

Lenro  Theatre  Corp.:  Formed  to  conduct 
a theatrical  business  in  New  York;  200  shares, 
no  par.  Incorporators  Lewis  Levy,  Rose  Stem 
and  Shirley  Agush,  625  Eighth  Ave. 

Thompson  Amusement:  To  conduct  busi- 
ness in  New  York;  200  shares,  no  par  value; 
Frank  Thompson,  Mary  Thompson,  4706 
189th  St.,  Flushing,  L.  I.;  Samuel  Weintreb, 
5 Columbus  Circle,  New  York. 

Television  Center:  To  conduct  business  in 
New  York;  200  shares,  no  par;  Rose  Liebreich, 
Yvette  Yendes  and  Robert  I.  Allen,  150  Broad- 
way. 

Fletcher  Smith  Studios:  To  conduct  mo- 
tion picture  business  in  New  York;  200  shares, 
no  par;  Alexander  D.  Diamond,  9 Cabrini 
Blvd.;  Morris  H.  Bloomberg,  2805  Grand  Con- 
course, Bronx;  Irving  Bloomberg,  660  Crown 
St.,  Brooklyn. 

Cine-Television,  Inc.,  of  Delaware:  Made 
a name  change  to  Cine-Television  Studios, 
Inc.  Prentice-Hall,  Inc.,  90  Broad  St.,  re- 
corded the  certificate. 

Alvin  Theatre  Corp:  Made  a change  of 
directors  and  purposes. 

RCA  Institutes,  Inc.,  of  Delaware:  Changed 
name  to  RCA  Communications,  Inc. 

Astor  Cinemas,  Inc.:  Dissolved. 

Nu-Film  Products  Co.  and  Profilm  Co.: 
Dissolved. 


Setay  Earnings  Reported 

NEW  YORK — Setay  Co.,  Inc.,  and  its  sub- 
sidiaries, including  Republic  Pictures,  in  the 
annual  report  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  27, 
1944,  show  a net  profit  of  $569,409.01,  after  de- 
ducting estimated  federal  taxes,  etc.  This 
has  been  transferred  to  earned  surplus  giving, 
as  at  the  above  date,  a consolidated  earned 
surplus  of  $672,429.98.  Gross  profits  totaled 
$5,652,827.25.  Deductions  for  selling,  ad- 
ministrative, general,  publicity  and  advertis- 
ing expenses,  taxes,  etc.,  amounted  to  $4,- 
208,418.24.  Net  income,  before  federal  taxes, 
was  $1,444,409.  Estimated  federal  income 
taxes  and  excess  profit  taxes  approximated 
$875,000. 


CBS  Promotes  Doyle 

NEW  YORK— J.  E.  “Dinty”  Doyle,  WABC 
manager  of  press  information  for  the  past 
two  and  one-half  years,  has  been  made  spe- 
cial events  director.  He  will  devote  his  entire 
attention  to  CBS’s  war  efforts,  his  work  in- 
cluding campaigns  such  as  bond  drives,  WAVE 
and  Wac  recruiting  and  gifts  for  service  men. 


DECORATIVE  FAREWELL — How  to  get  your  picture  in  the  paper  in  one  easy 
lesson.  Have  three  Conover  models  walk  down  the  Grand  Central  train  platform 
as  you  leave  for  the  coast.  William  Eythe,  20th-Fox  youngster,  who  recently  fin- 
ished work  in  “A  Royal  Scandal,”  did  it. 


Ex-Associates  at  RKO 
F ete  William  Kernan 

NEW  YORK — William  E.  Kernan,  who  re- 
cently became  associated-  with  Donahue  & 
Coe,  was  given  a luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Bris- 
tol by  his  former  associates  at  RKO  Tnea- 
tres,  where  he  was  a member  of  the  publicity 
and  advertising  staff.  Kernan  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  James  A.  Procaccini  of  the  sta- 
tistical department. 

Among  those  present  at  the  luncheon  were 
Malcolm  Kingsberg,  James  A.  Brennan,  Har- 
old Mirisch,  A1  Dawson,  H.  Russell  Emde, 
Charles  B.  McDonald,  John  Hearns,  Lou  Gou- 
derseau  and  Joseph  di  Lorenzo. 

Kernan  received  a watch  and  scroll  on 
behalf  of  the  gathering  from  Harry  Mandel. 

Melvin,  Skouras  Manager, 
Is  Dead  in  New  York 

NEW  YORK— Walter  Melvin,  49,  veteran 
Skouras  circuit  manager,  died  of  a cerebral 
hemorrhage.  Prior  to  joining  the  Skouras  or- 
ganization in  1931,  he  worked  for  Fox  Metro- 
politan Playhouses.  For  a time  he  was  on 
the  managerial  staff  of  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall.  At  his  death  he  was  manager  of 
Skouras’  Riviera  Theatre,  Broadway  and  97th 
Street. 

Circuit  managers  attended  his  funeral  at 
the  Church  of  Good  Shepherd,  Broadway  and 
207th  Street,  close  by  Melvin’s  home  at  681 
Academy  St.,  Washington  Heights.  Inter- 
ment was  at  Riverhead,  L.  I.  Melvin  was  un- 
married. 

Seligman  to  Represent 
Edwards  in  the  East 

NEW  YORK — Leo  Seligman,  distributor  of 
World  Wide  Quality  Films,  has  been  ap- 
pointed eastern  representative  for  the  Ed- 
wards Theatre  circuit  of  the  west  coast.  The 
appointment  was  announced  by  James  Ed- 
wards jr.  Seligman  will  assist  in  the  selec- 
tion and  booking  of  foreign  art  pictures  from 
New  York. 

20th-Fox  to  Use  Victoria 
As  Broadway  Showcase 

NEW  YORK — The  Victoria  Theatre  will  be 
used  by  20th-Fox  as  a Broadway  showcase  for 
its  product  under  a new  booking  arrange- 
ment. The  company  also  uses  the  Roxy  in 
the  Broadway  area. 

The  first  film  to  go  into  the  Victoria  under 
the  new  arrangement  will  be  “Thunderhead, 
Son  of  Flicka.” 


Reds  Free  POW  Scully 

BOSTON — Lieut.  John  Scully  jr.,  son  of 
Universal’s  New  England  district  manager, 
and  nephew  of  William  Scully,  has  been  re- 
leased from  a German  prison  camp,  accord- 
ing to  official  notification  received  by  the 
family.  His  release,  with  that  of  hundreds 
of  fellow-prisoners,  followed  the  recent  push 
by  the  Russians  through  Poland. 


N.  Peter  Rathvon  on  Air 

NEW  YORK— N.  Peter  Rathvon,  RKO 
president,  appeared  on  the  On  Stage  Every- 
body Blue  Network  show  on  behalf  of  the 
Red  Cross,  in  his  capacity  as  national  chair- 
man for  the  industry’s  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
week. 


Mrs.  Goldberg  Dies 

NEW  YORK— Mrs.  Lillian  Goldberg, 
mother  of  Frances  Bregman,  former  booker 
for  the  Abel  Fanchi  circuit,  died  Monday. 
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THE  PRODUCTION  CENTER 


AND  VIEWS 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager ) 


Hollywood  Shocked 
By  Sandrich  Death 


Hollywood  was  shocked  by  the  news  of  the 
sudden  death  of  Mark  Sandrich,  44,  one  of 
the  industry’s  out- 
standing producer-di- 
rectors and  prominent 
in  film  colony  civic 
and  charitable  activi- 
ties. Sandrich  died  at 
his  Beverly  Hills  home, 
a victim  of  coronary 
thrombosis. 

Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Wil- 
shire  Boulevard  Tem- 
ple, B’nai  B’rith,  with 
Rabbi  Edgar  F.  Mag- 
nin  officiating.  Burial 
was  private.  Pallbear- 


MARK  SANDRICH 


ers  included  Allan  Scott,  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Charles  Walton,  Zion  Myers,  Dr.  Louis  A. 
Eschman,  Ralph  Blum  and  Arthur  Wirt- 
schafter.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Freda 
Sandrich;  two  sons,  Mark  jr„  17,  and  J.  Henry, 
13,  and  his  mother,  Mrs.  Klara  Sandrich. 


Sandrich’s  next  picture  was  to  be  Irving 
Berlin’s  musical,  ‘ Blue  Skies,”  which  he  was 
readying  at  Paramount  and  which  was  set 
for  a June  1 start. 


Sandrich  was  born  in  New  York,  Oct.  26, 
1900,  and  was  educated  at  Columbia  Uni- 
versity. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  Permanent  Charities  Committee  of  the 
motion  picture  industry; 

“The  sudden  passing  of  Mark  Sandrich 
removes  from  charitable  circles  within  the 
motion  picture  industry  one  who  rendered 
valuable  and  generous  service  to  human  wel- 
fare. 

“As  president  of  the  Permanent  Charities 
Committee  in  1943-44  he  performed  exacting 
duties  with  diligence,  warmth  of  spirit  and 
high  sense  of  responsibility.  These  attributes 
he  infused  in  thousands  of  studio  co-workers 
and  the  record  of  his  splendid  administra- 
tion is  outstanding.  His  fine  qualities  of 
good  citizenship  continued  after  his  term  of 
office  to  the  day  of  his  untimely  death. 

“Officers  and  directors  of  the  Permanent 
Charities  Committee  unanimously  enter  this 
resolution  on  the  records  of  the  organization 
he  served  so  well,  and  concurrently  extend, 
with  affection,  sincere  condolences  to  his 
family. 

“Jane  Murfin,  president. 

“Edward  Arnold, 
executive  vice-president. 

“John  C.  Flinn,  secretary.” 


President  Walter  Wanger  of  the  Academy 
of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  named 
Charles  Brackett  to  succeed  Sandrich  as  pro- 
gram director  and  chairman  of  the  program 
committee  for  the  17th  Annual  Academy 
Awards  presentation.  Frank  Waxman  and 
A1  Newman  were  named  as  vice-chairmen. 


Yardstick  for  Charity 
Spreads  Over  Country 

Hollywood  has  helped  to  raise  the  na- 
tion’s “standard  of  giving,”  according  to 
Edward  Arnold,  vice-president  of  the 
Permanent  Charities  Committee  who  re- 
cently returned  from  the  east. 

Arnold  attended  conferences  in  Wash- 
ington as  a member  of  a national  com- 
mittee of  United  Nations  relief  confer- 
ence and  he  also  visited  various  Red  Cross 
headquarters.  He  found  that  adaptations 
of  the  motion  picture  industry’s  “yard- 
stick” for  charity  contributions  are  being 
used  in  several  campaigns  and  are  cred- 
ited with  increasing  individual  averages 
according  to  incomes. 


Player  Union  Peace 
Talks  Deadlocked 

If  the  dove  of  peace  that  hovers  over  Holly- 
wood’s labor  scene  is  a bit  dizzy,  it  is  under- 
standable. In  two  jurisdictional  disputes  he 
has  been  receiving  a pushing  around  that 
shouldn’t  happen  to  a buzzard. 

The  widely-heralded  peace  powwow  before 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Board  between 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild  and  the  Screen  Play- 
ers Union,  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  end 
the  jurisdictional  battle  between  those  two 
organized  groups  of  thespians,  ended  in  a 
deadlock. 

The  conference  came  a cropper  when  SPU 
representatives  refused  to  consider  SAG  pro- 
posed changes  in  SPU’s  certification  as  the 
bargaining  agency  for  Hollywood  extras,  par- 
ticularly in  its  application  to  bit  players,  stunt 
and  singing  parts.  Local  NLRB  representa- 
tives suggested  a second  meeting  later  in  the 
week  but  consensus  held  that  there  was  little 
chance  of  getting  the  two  groups  together 
on  the  controversial  issues  and  that,  ulti- 
mately, the  federal  agency  will  have  to  issue 
a directive  on  the  points  in  question. 

At  midweek,  NLRB  was  still  striving  to 
avert  the  threatened  strike  which  has  been 
casting  its  shadow  over  the  studios  for  sev- 
eral months  as  a result  of  the  jurisdictional 
battle  over  the  set  decorations.  A meeting 
was  scheduled  by  government  labor  officials 
between  the  producers  and  representatives  of 
two  union  groups,  Moving  Picture  Painters 
Local  644  and  Affiliated  Property  Craftsmen 
Local  44.  Object  of  the  meeting  was  to  try 
and  get  unanimous  consent  for  NLRB  to  hold 
an  election  by  which  the  decorators  would 
select  their  bargaining  agency. 

Writers  McGowan,  Dorrell 
Are  Upped  by  Republic 

Writers  Dorrell  and  Stuart  McGowan,  on 
the  Republic  lot  for  the  last  nine  years,  have 
been  upped  to  associate  producers  by  Wil- 
liam J.  O’Sullivan,  executive  producer.  The 
McGowans  go  to  work  on  “Tiger  Woman,” 
first  assignment  in  their  new  posts. 


Producers  Request 
Set  Designers  Vote 

The  latest  move  in  the  scramble  over  con- 
trol of  set  designers  was  a petition  by  the 
producers  to  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  requesting  that  an  election  be  called 
definitely  to  establish  whether  the  employes 
are  to  deal  with  the  set  designers  local,  a 
member  of  the  Conference  of  Studio  Unions 
or  IATSE  Local  44.  A ruling  handed  down 
by  Thomas  Tongue,  War  Labor  Board  arbi- 
trator, had  favored  the  SSD  but  the  pro- 
ducers also  appealed  to  WLB  asking  that 
the  ruling  be  reviewed. 

While  the  jurisdictional  battle  between  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  and  the  Screen  Players 
Union  for  control  of  bit  players  was  being 
aired  before  a NLRB  hearing  in  Washington, 
SAG  announced  that  revision  of  bylaws,  pro- 
viding for  fuller  representation  and  partici- 
pation of  A- Junior  members  in  guild  affairs, 
which  was  submitted  for  approval  by  secret 
ballot  to  all  Class  A members  of  the  guild, 
has  been  almost  unanimously  approved.  Only 
six  “no”  votes  were  tabulated. 

The  amended  by-laws  provide  for: 

(1)  Six  A- Junior  members,  with  full  vot- 
ing rights,  on  the  board  of  directors,  to  be 
elected  by  the  A-J  members. 

(2)  Liberalization  of  eligibility  require- 
ments for  transfer  from  A-J  to  full  Class  A 
membership.  New  requirements  are  that 
member  must  have  been  an  A-J  member  for 
two  years,  in  the  last  of  which  he  did  not 
perform  extra  work. 

(3)  Establishment  of  a new  4 A dues  classi- 
fication so  that  A-J  members  who  transfer 
will  do  so  at  no  increase  over  the  dues  they 
have  been  paying. 


Political  Action  Upheld  by  Verdict 
In  Suit  Against  the  SOEG 

Political  action  to  advance  the  economic 
welfare  of  union  members  was  upheld  when 
Henry  M.  Willis,  superior  court  judge  dis- 
missed charges  brought  against  the  Screen 
Office  Employes  Guild  AFL  Local  1391. 

Judge  Willis’s  decision  decreed  that  “the 
plaintiffs  are  not  entitled  to  any  relief,  either 
direct  or  declaratory,  that  the  preliminary 
injunction  be  dissolved  and  judgment  entered 
in  favor  of  all  answering  defendants.”  Eric 
G.  Warner,  Florence  E.  Warner,  Virginia 
Woodbury  and  Margaret  Selsor  were  the  los- 
ing plaintiffs  in  the  court  action. 

Suit  was  brought  against  the  office  workers 
union  of  3,000  members  on  October  24,  when 
four  members  secured  a preliminary  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  officers  of  SOEG  and  the 
Conference  of  Studio  Unions,  with  which 
SOEG  is  affiliated,  from  collecting  or  spend- 
ing any  of  the  money  collected  through  an 
assessment  issued  by  the  members  at  a meet- 
ing held  on  September  12.  The  complaining 
members  also  sought  to  recover  the  funds  that 
had  already  been  disbursed  when  the  injunc- 
tion was  granted. 
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High  Cost  of  Combat  Film  Justified 
Although  the  Public  Sees  Little 


Importance  of  the  part  motion  pictures  are 
playing  in  winning  of  the  war — from  combat 
films  to  entertainment  films  shown  behind 
the  lines  as  the  most  effective  battle  therapy 
—was  outlined  to  Hollywood  in  first-hand  re- 
ports of  two  signal  corps  officers,  Col.  E.  L. 
Munson  jr.,  chief  of  the  army  pictorial  serv- 
ice, and  Maj.  John  D.  Hubbell,  in  charge  of 
the  army  overseas  motion  picture  service. 
Both  have  returned  recently  from  overseas 
inspection  tours. 

At  a luncheon  sponsored  by  the  industry’s 
public  information  committee,  with  Chairman 
John  Joseph  presiding,  guests  were  told  that 
current  military  uses  of  film  are  as  modern 
as  radar  and  rockets,  and  that  movies  and  the 
heroic  work  of  many  former  Hollywood  work- 
ers have  materially  affected  and  shortened 
the  course  of  the  war. 

While  an  estimated  daily  total  of  1,450,000 
men  overseas  are  enjoying  a “two-hour  fur- 
lough home”  through  the  medium  of  Holly- 
wood-made features,  combat  camera  units 
are  working  in  the  front  lines,  and  sometimes 
in  advance  of  them,  to  record  every  signifi- 
cant phase  of  action. 

Part  Gets  Into  Newsreels 

“Part  of  their  material  gets  into  the  news- 
reels,” said  Colonel  Munson,  “and  people  in 
the  theatres  may  think  that  our  main  pur- 
pose is  to  inform  the  public.  That  is  im- 
portant, but  fighting  the  war  is  the  main 
game.  The  cost  of  photographic  operations 
is  tremendous,  and  the  casualty  rate  is  high. 
Such  costs  are  justified  only  by  the  obtain- 
ing of  vital  military  information.” 

Colonel  Munson  revealed  for  the  first  time 
facts  about  the  weekly  “staff  film  report,” 
which  is  compiled  from  combat  film  from 
every  battle  area  and  rushed  to  commanding 
generals  and  their  staffs  in  every  theatre  of 
war.  Thus  the  scattered  commands  see 
graphic  analyses  of  all  that  is  happening  else- 
where— weapons,  tactics,  operating  conditions, 
our  own  and  enemy  installations. 

Cameramen,  many  of  them  Hollywood 
trained,  frequently  have  parachuted  into  bat- 
tle areas  to  make  pictures  for  use  in  plotting 
further  courses  of  action,  said  Colonel  Mun- 
son, in  pointing  out  that  every  type  of  mili- 
tary operation  is  photographically  covered. 
For  example,  many  reconnaissance  patrols  in- 
clude photographic  personnel  he  said,  citing 
one  such  group  of  eight  men,  of  whom  only 
the  cameraman  survived. 

Cameramen  Win  Medals 

“The  men  of  photographic  companies  have 
won  a lot  of  decorations,”  he  observed,  “but 
they  also  have  been  roundly  damned  by  some 
sober-minded  infantryman  for  getting  out  in 
front  and  drawing  fire.” 

Films  have  been  credited  with  reducing  by 
at  least  one-third  the  time  for  precombat 
training  of  troops,  he  said,  adding  that  train- 
ing films  also  are  necessary  in  overseas  oper- 
ations. Combat  bulletins  and  many  training 
films  are  distributed  on  the  same  circuits  of 
the  overseas  motion  picture  service  that 
handle  the  entertainment  program  made  pos- 
sible through  the  motion  picture  industry’s 
gift  of  16mm  prints  of  movies  chosen  by  the 
army. 

Major  Hubbell,  in  charge  of  this  branch 
of  the  army  pictorial  service,  reported  that 
about  3,500  screenings  of  two-hour  programs 
are  given  around  the  world  each  night.  He 
said  that  the  average  soldier  attends  from  125 
to  156  first  run  features  a year,  more  than 
twice  the  number  seen  by  the  average  Ameri- 
can at  home. 

“The  morale  and  therapeutic  values  of 
Hollywood  movies  can  hardly  be  over-esti- 
mated,” Hubbell  declared.  “In  some  sectors 


MEET  CHAMP  LeROY— The  winnah 
and  a new  champion! 


That’s  Mervyn  Le  Roy  as  he  adds  to 
his  enviable  collection  his  sixth  BOX- 
OFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Award  which  was 
given  to  him  when  the  National  Screen 
Council  voted  Metro’s  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo”  the  best  picture  released 
during  January,  1945.  At  the  same  time, 
it  distinguished  Le  Roy  as  the  only  Holly- 
wood director  to  have  been  so  honored 
six  times.  Prior  to  the  selection  of  “To- 
kyo” as  a Blue  Ribbon  winner,  he  was 
tied  with  several  other  meggers  with  five 
kudos  each.  His  previous  directorial  ef- 
forts which  won  were  “Tugboat  Annie,” 
Metro,  August,  1933;  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,” 
Metro,  September,  1939;  “Blossoms  in  the 
Dust,”  Metro,  August,  1941;  “Random 
Harvest,”  Metro,  April,  1943;  and  “Ma- 
dame Curie,”  Metro,  February,  1944. 


on  the  western  front,  battle-fatigued  men 
have  been  sent  back  three-quarters  of  a mile 
to  see  movies  and  then  returned  to  their  lines 
the  same  night.  Other  outfits,  of  course,  may 
have  to  fight  for  weeks  without  a break.  But 
when  they  are  withdrawn  to  a bivouac  area 
just  about  the  first  thing  they  get  is  a movie 
to  relax  and  bring  them  back  to  reality.” 

Theatre  in  a Foxhole 

Within  the  bounds  of  reasonable  security, 
films  are  shown  wherever  possible,  he  con- 
tinued, recalling  that  the  Anzio  beachhead 
theatre  was  merely  a giant  foxhole  bulldozed 
into  the  earth,  topped  by  canvas,  and  ac- 
commodating about  300  sweltering  but  un- 
complaining GIs.  In  the  Pacific,  a member 
of  a Jap  patrol  was  reported  captured  while 
actually  watching  an  American  picture.  But 
the  closest  a motion  picture  ever  came  to  the 
enemy  was  in  Ft.  Driant,  near  Metz.  While 
Americans  were  infiltrating  that  stronghold, 
with  Germans  still  occupying  some  levels  of 
it,  a tank  brought  film  and  a projection  ma- 
chine at  night,  and  a show  was  held  literally 
under  the  same  roof  with  the  enemy. 

Beginning  in  February  1942  with  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry’s  promise  to  provide 
free  prints  of  any  new  features  the  army 
wanted,  the  overseas  motion  picture  service 
has  grown  into  the  largest  film  distributing 
agency  in  the  world.  Three  features  and  ac- 


companying short  subjects  are  selected  each 
week,  and  110  prints  of  each  subject  are  given 
to  the  army  to  be  sent,  usually  on  highest  air 
priority,  to  21  military  exchanges  around  the 
globe.  From  there  they  are  rushed  to  the  fox- 
hole circuits  as  well  as  to  air  fields,  hospitals 
and  bases. 

Many  First  Overseas 

Many  pictures  arrive  overseas  before  they 
are  in  general  release  in  this  country.  Major 
Hubbell  said,  citing  seven  featuers  which  were 
given  world  premieres  abroad  in  1944.  Of 
those,  three  still  have  not  been  seen  in  the 
U.S.,  and  neither  has  “Saratoga  Trunk,” 
which  was  sent  overseas  early  this  month. 

“In  Germany,  where  all  of  George  Gersh- 
win’s music  has  been  banned  by  the  Nazis, 
GIs  have  seen  and  heard  the  new  picture, 
'Rhapsody  in  Blue,’  ” Hubbell  remarked. 
“ ‘The  Hitler  Gang’  has  been  shown  there, 
too.” 

Largest  audience  of  which  he  has  any  rec- 
ord was  a recent  one  in  New  Guinea.  The 
army’s  local  radio  station  and  many  hand- 
drawn  posters  had  announced  the  showing 
of  a new  musical,  and  antiaircraft  search- 
lights traversed  the  sky  in  true  Hollywood 
premiere  fashion.  From  20  miles  around, 
afoot  or  riding  on  anything  that  would  roll, 
came  18,000  uniformed  fans.  A lot  of  them 
didn't  even  get  a glimpse  cf  the  screen  at 
that  performance,  but  a string  of  loud-speak- 
ers carried  the  sound  into  the  fringes  of  the 
jungle. 

Warners  to  Continue 
"Janie"  With  a New  Star 

Establishing  that  a motion  picture  produc- 
ing company,  too,  has  a right  to  change  its 
mind,  Warners  has  announced  it  will  con- 
tinue its  “Janie”  series. 

The  studio  stated  recently  that  the  series 
would  be  dropped  when  Joyce  Reynolds,  who 
created  the  title  role  in  the  initial  picture, 
retired  from  the  screen.  That  decision  re- 
portedly brought  a flood  of  letters  protesting 
the  move.  Warner  has  ordered  all  depart- 
ments to  resume  preparations  on  “Janie  Gets 
Married,”  second  of  series.  Alex  Gottlieb  will 
produce  and  a new  actress  for  the  title  role 
is  being  sought. 

Howard  Christie  Is  Upped 
On  the  Universal  Lot 

Howard  Christie,  assistant  director  at  Uni- 
versal for  the  past  eight  years,  has  been  ele- 
vated to  the  post  of  associate  producer  and 
assigned  to  work  with  Producer  Felix  Jack- 
son  on  the  Deanna  Durbin  unit  currently 
making  “Lady  on  a Train.”  Christie  succeeds 
Frank  Shaw,  who  had  been  with  the  Durbin 
unit  since  1941,  and  was  recently  transferred 
to  work  with  Producer-Director  Frank  Ryan 
as  associate  producer  in  preparing  “As  It  Was 
Before.” 

PRC  Press  Books  and  Ads 
From  Coast  After  April  1 

After  April  1,  all  press  books  for  PRC  pro- 
ductions as  well  as  all  exhibitor  advertising 
material  will  be  prepared  and  manufactured 
on  the  coast,  according  to  an  announcement 
by  the  company.  The  studio’s  publicity  de- 
partment has  been  expanded  to  handle  the 
increased  volume. 

FWC  Buys  San  Jose  Land 
For  Postwar  Expansion 

LOS  ANGELES — With  an  eye  to  postwar 
construction  and  expansion,  Fox  West  Coast 
has  purchased  approximately  three  acres  in 
San  Jose  at  23rd  and  Santa  Clara  Sts.  to 
be  the  future  location  of  a de  luxe  theatre. 
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Industry  Giving  More, 
First  Returns  Show 

As  the  motion  picture  industry’s  Red  Cross 
campaign  plunged  into  its  second  week,  Hol- 
lywood demonstrated  its  awareness  of  the 
urgent  and  increasing  needs,  when  an 
analysis  of  early  reports  in  the  drive  indi- 
cated high  averages  and  more  contributions 
than  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

At  the  first  report  luncheon,  Chairman 
Walter  Wanger  expressed  full  satisfaction 
with  available  returns.  From  a potential 
25,000  donors,  subscriptions  from  5,562  had 
been  received  and  tabulated.  Metro  showed 
the  largest  number,  with  Universal  a close 
second. 

Artists  Managers  Lead 

Among  the  upper  bracket  groups,  the  Art- 
ists Managers  Guild  made  the  best  showing, 
with  the  colonel,  M.  C.  Levee,  reporting  more 
than  two-thirds  of  its  solicitation  already  fin- 
ished. Lucile  Webster  Gleason,  for  the  actors, 
and  Alice  Penneman,  assistant  colonel  for  the 
writers,  reported  relatively  few  contributions 
but  a high  money  average. 

Carl  Cooper,  chairman  of  Labors  Exec- 
utive Committee,  said  returns  thus  far  indi- 
cate that  union  and  labor  guild  donors  are 
adhering  more  closely  than  ever  to  the  “Yard- 
stick for  Giving.” 

Seven  corporate  subscriptions  have  been 
received  and  were  shown  to  total  about  half 
the  corporate  gifts  in  all  of  last  year’s  cam- 
paign. L.  C.  Helm,  in  charge  of  soliciting 
contributions  from  union  treasuries,  reported 
that  several  had  been  received  and  called  on 
the  labor  majors  to  enlist  the  aid  of  their 
organizations. 

Wanger  Renews  Appeal 

Wanger  expressed  thanks  to  all  who  helped 
arrange  or  took  part  in  the  Red  Cross  broad- 
cast and  reiterated  his  appeal  for  every  ef- 
fort toward  quick  completion  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

Members  of  the  Permanent  Charities  Com- 
mittee attending  the  meeting  were  Jane  Mur- 
fin,  president;  John  Flinn,  secretary,  and  Sol 
Lesser,  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 
Flinn  declared  that  the  “yardstick,”  devised 
within  the  industry,  is  the  “finest  contribu- 
tion ever  made  to  charity  campaigning”  and 
revealed  that  it  is  being  borrowed  for  drives 
in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Executives  Still  Keeping 
Trips  to  Wartime  Low 

For  still  another  week,  industry  biggies 
stayed  close  to  their  respective  home  bases 
and  cross  country  treks  remained  at  wartime 
low  levels. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  Metro’s  general  sales 
manager,  arrived  from  New  York  for  studio 
conferences  and  to  gander  new  product.  He 
was  to  return  east  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
Metro  Producer  A1  Lewin  returned  from 
Gotham  after  a two-month  trip,  climaxed  by 
attending  the  premiere  of  “The  Picture  of 
Dorian  Gray,”  for  which  he  wrote  the  screen- 
play and  directed. 

Sam  E.  Morris,  Warner  Bros,  home  office 
executive,  was  expected  on  the  west  coast, 
where  he  will  headquarter.  With  the  late 
Sam  Warner,  Morris  founded  the  Warner 
Bros,  theatre  department.  After  a series  of 
studio  conferences,  Norman  Moray,  Warner 
executive  in  charge  of  shorts  sales,  returned 
to  his  Manhattan  headquarters. 

Leon  Fromkess,  PRC  president,  returned  to 
the  studio  after  three  weeks  of  business  con- 
ferences in  New  York.  Leo  J.  McCarthy  ac- 
companied him  and  will  be  assigned  a pro- 
duction post.  Don  McElwaine,  the  company’s 
advertising  and  publicity  chief,  was  to  take 
off  for  New  York  for  several  weeks. 

Lynn  Farnol,  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  publicity 
and  advertising  director,  returned  from  New 
York. 


.RECENTLY  this  publication  printed  a 
I1y\  review  on  a Mexican-produced  feature 
11  * entitled  “Asi  Se  Quiero  en  Jalisco” 
and  the  reviewer  erroneously  reported  it  as 
“the  first  Mexican  picture  in  Technicolor.” 
Which  morsel  of  misinformation  brought 
from  Margaret  Ettinger,  genial  and  efficient 
publicity  director  of  the  Technicolor  Corp.  a 
letter  promptly  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  picture  was  photographed  in  another 
color  process. 

While  there  is  no  gainsaying  that  Techni- 
color, Maggie  Ettinger  et  al.,  are  deserving  of 
a correction  and  an  apology,  the  inadvertent 
mistake  is,  at  the  same  time,  testimony  to 
what  a thoroughly  effective  job  has  been 
done  by  Maggie  and  her  associates  in  estab- 
lishing Technicolor,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  a trade  name,  as  nomenclature  for  all 
motion  picture  color  photography. 

Parallel  instances  are  not  unknown  in  mod- 
ern commerce.  There  are  several  makes  of 
mechanical  refrigerators  in  daily  use,  yet  the 
average  individual  refers  to  any  or  all  of 
them  as  “Frigidaires.”  And  “Kodak”  means 
any  make  of  camera  to  most  people. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  demonstration 
of  how  strongly  Technicolor  is  established  as 
a general  term  for  tint  photography  is  to  be 
found  on  the  forms  which  the  government 
has  distributed  to  producers  to  list  their  raw 
film  stock  requirements  under  the  new  allo- 
cation setup.  In  its  only  reference  to  color 
pictures,  that  form  instructs:  "Mark  Tech- 
nicolor Pictures  with  'T’.” 

Since  the  master  minds  of  the  War  Produc- 
tion Board  seem  to  recognize  that  there  is 
only  one  color  process,  it  may  be  easier  for 
Maggie  to  forgive  a misinformed  New  York 
reviewer  his  comparable  ignorance. 


And,  while  bows  to  blurbers  are  being  con- 
sidered, here’s  one  in  the  direction  of  John  Le 
Roy  “The  Flash”  Johnston,  veteran  praise 
pundit  now  doing  so  splendid  a job  in  behalf 
of  William  Goetz  and  Leo  Spitz  and  their 
up-and-coming  International  Pictures,  Inc. 

Johnston  rates  a salaam  because,  strange 
as  it  seems,  he  has  created  something  new 
in  the  way  of  credit  sheets. 

During  the  50-odd  years  of  motion  pictures, 
countless  thousands  of  such  symposia  have 
been  created  for  the  guidance  and  edifica- 
tion of  film  reviewers.  They  have  taken  al- 
most every  conceivable  form,  from  single 
mimeographed  sheets  to  elaborate  brochures, 
breathtaking  in  their  lush  typographical 
splendor. 

Johnston’s  approach  to  problem  of  pre- 
view credits  is  unusually  practical.  Designed 
in  a different  color  for  each  International  pic- 
ture, they  contain  the  name  of  every  player 
in  the  cast  and  all  technical  data.  Then  they 
are  standardly  printed,  folded  and  num- 
bered so  that  they  can  constitute  an  easy- 
reference  permanent  file  of  information.  Bill- 
ing is  reproduced  in  accurate  type  size  and 
an  embossed  cover  lends  dignity  and  distinc- 
tion to  the  folders’  appearance. 

All  The  Flash  need  worry  about  in  the 
scheme  is  the  possibility  of  running  out  of 
colors  which  easily  could  happen  if  Inter- 
national continues  to  produce  hits  at  the  rate 
it  has  thus  far. 


“HUNT  GAL 

FOR  ‘GARTER’  ” 

— Tradepaper  headline. 
The  rubber  shortage  in  reverse. 


It  came  from  the  Behemoth  of  Blurb  him- 
self: 

“Russell  Birdwell  will  give  a lecture,  ‘Is 
Propaganda  Necessary?’  before  the  full  mem- 
bership of  the  Friday  Morning  Club.” 

And,  probably,  Birdwell  also  was  full — of 
platitudes  and  pronouns,  first  person  singular. 


This  We  Gotta  See  Department: 

“PARA  SIGNS  BEAR  CO-ED” 

— Tradepaper  headline. 
“Tests  will  begin  Monday  at  Warner  Bros, 
to  select  eight  girls  who  will  be  Errol  Flynn’s 
leading  ladies  in  ‘The  Adventures  of  Don 
Juan.’  ” 

—Alex  Evelove  release. 


The  same  Alex  Evelove’s  busy  blurbers  take 
a bow  because,  “First  studio  to  offer  shoe- 
repair  to  its  dancers,  Warner  Bros,  has  put 
a cobbler  on  retainer  to  mend  soles  of  the 
LeRoy  Prinz  dancers  ...” 

The  heels,  however,  will  continue  to  look  out 
for  themselves  . . . which  Hollywood  history 
proves  they  are  well  qualified  to  do. 


“PINE-THOMAS  TO  START 

‘THE  STORM’  JUNE  14” 

— Paramount  headline. 


The  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  be  picket- 
ing Pine  and  Thomas  June  15. 


Zoological  data  received  an  unusually  heavy 
play  in  the  week’s  publicity  trivia. 

Jerry  Hoffman  informed  a breathless 
world  that  “replica  of  an  African  jungle  is 
being  built  by  Sol  Lesser  Productions,  Inc., 
on  the  RKO  Pathe  lot  for  the  housing  and 
training  of  chimpanzees  to  be  used  in  the 
Tarzan  productions.” 

And  Whitney  Bolton,  Columbia’s  savant  of 
superlatives,  contributes,  “Unionism  has 
spread  to  include  Hollywood’s  dog  actors,  an 
‘Animal  Actors’  Guild’  now  being  in  the 
process  of  formation,  it  was  disclosed  yes- 
terday.” 

With  such  activities  on  behalf  of  the  poor 
beasties,  there  still  may  be  hope  for  Holly- 
wood’s reporters  who  lead  a dog’s  life  wading 
through  such  banal  tripe. 


Because  of  the  time-honored  tradition  that 
the  Queen  can  do  no  wrong,  Louella  Parsons 
probably  was  spared  the  red  face  that  would 
have  been  the  lot  of  a less  royal  reporter. 
It  was  Queen  Louella  who  first  broke  the 
yarn  that  Joan  Barry,  fateful  femme  in 
l’affaire  Chaplin,  had  been  signed  by  a pair 
of  newcomer  independent  producers  who 
would  star  her  in  a feature  picture,  prob- 
ably for  Monogram  release. 

Shortly  thereafter,  Monogram  revealed  em- 
phatically and  wisely  that  it  would  have  no 
part  of  the  proposed  Barry  opus. 

Declared  Louella  on  her  next  radio  broad- 
cast, “The  girl  in  the  Chaplin  case,  Joan 
Bennett,  will  not  make  a picture  for  Mono- 
gram.” 

First  the  wrong  studio,  then  the  wrong  gal, 
outside  of  which  two  slight  slips,  it  was  her 
characteristically  accurate  chronicling. 
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Hollywood 
At  War 


Another  weekly  radio  show  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  armed  forces  and  using  Hol- 
lywood personalities  has  been  arranged  by 
the  Hollywood  Victory  Committee.  It  boosts 
to  a total  of  14  the  special  transcribed  air 
series  for  the  lads  and  lassies  in  uniform.  The 
new  weekly  half-hour  show  is  titled  Remem- 
ber and  it  raises  to  11%  hours  of  air  time 
weekly  being  recorded  for  the  Armed  Forces 
Radio  Service. 

Remember  features  favorite  songs  of  past 
seasons,  with  commentator  pegging  the 
period  of  each  number  and  nostalgic  recol- 
lections on  concurrent  events.  Fred  Mac- 
Murray  is  set  as  commentator,  signing  up  for 
an  indefinite  stint. 

Frank  Sinatra  waxed  a Command  Perform- 
ance transcription.  On  the  same  program 
were  Margaret  O’Brien,  Shirley  Temple, 
Peggy  Ann  Garner,  Roddy  McDowall  and 
Frances  Langford. 

Paulette  Goddard,  Claudette  Colbert,  Jack 
Benny  and  Rochester  were  scheduled  for  a 
Mail  Call  platter. 

Judith  Anderson  and  Basil  Rathbone  re- 
corded Words  With  Music  programs. 

Virginia  Bruce,  Linda  Darnell  and  Loretta 
Young  were  set  for  appearances  to  aid  the 
Red  Cross  campaign.  Miss  Bruce  headlined 
a dramatic  program  on  the  Blue  network 
and  the  other  two  stars  sparked  rallies  at  the 
Lockheed  and  Vega  plants. 

Charles  Bickford  appeared  at  a rally  of 
volunteer  workers  at  the  Los  Angeles  Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium  the  opening  day  of  the 
southern  California  Red  Cross  drive. 

The  cast  for  an  earlier  Mail  Call  transcrip- 
tion included  Jimmy  Durante,  Dick  Haymes, 
the  King  Sisters  and  Ella  Mae  Morse. 

On  a Command  Performance  show  were 
Alexis  Smith,  Helen  Forrest,  Jack  Carson, 
Arthur  Treacher,  Charlie  Cantor,  the  Hoosier 
Hot  Shots,  Andy  Russell  and  Alan  Reed. 

Scheduled  for  other  programs  recorded  for 
the  armed  forces  overseas  were  Marsha  Hunt, 


Teresa  Wright,  Lionel  Barrymore,  Johnny 
Mercer,  the  Mel  Torme  Group,  Fred  Mac- 
Murray,  Jinx  Falkenburg,  Herbert  Marshall, 
Walter  Brennan,  William  Boyd,  Lum  and 
Abner  and  Cottonseed  Clark. 

Connie  Haines,  Dick  Lane,  Peter  and  Renee 
Godfrey,  Bunny  Hall,  Evelyn  Mattison  and 
Britt  Wood  made  up  a USO-Camp  Shows 
troupe  entertaining  at  Ft.  MacArthur. 

Two  HVC  troupes  returned  to  Hollywood 
from  USO-Camp  Shows  hospital  tours  on  the 
west  coast  GI  circuit.  Wally  Brown,  Alan 
Carney,  Evelyn  Bell  and  Martha  Green  wound 
up  a two-week  route  which  covered  seven  in- 
stallations in  the  San  Francisco  and  northern 
California  areas,  and  Akim  Tamiroff  and 
Leonid  Kinskey  concluded  a tour  of  six  hos- 
pitals in  Washington. 

Paul  Muni  opened  a two-week  tour  at  Beau- 
mont General  Hospital,  El  Paso,  with  visits 
scheduled  at  San  Antonio  and  Temple,  Tex. 

Marguerite  Chapman,  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Judy 
Canova,  Mel  Blanc,  Connie  Haines,  Arthur 
Treacher  and  Harry  Mitchell  appeared  at  the 
Hollywood  Canteen  and  recorded  a GI  Jour- 
nal overseas  program. 

Danny  Kaye  flew  to  San  Francisco  for  a 
three-day  stand  at  bay  area  naval  installa- 
tions. Appearing  with  him  at  five  spots  were 
Robert  Armstrong,  Rodney  Bell,  Eddie  and 
Nadine  Cochrane,  Bernice  Claire  and  Jimmy 
Wilder,  Jean  Davis,  Bonita  Granville,  Chico 
Marx  and  Heidi  Olson. 

A Camp  Shows  troupe  including  Joan  Arn- 
old, the  Dewey  Sisters,  Kim  Kimberly,  Tom- 
my Reilly,  Teddi  Sherman,  Danny  Thomas 
and  Virginia  Thorpe  performed  at  the  army 
air  base  at  Victorville. 


Travis  Banton,  Ace  Designer 
Is  Signed  by  Universal 

Travis  Banton,  veteran  designer,  has  been 
signed  to  an  exclusive  contract  by  Universal 
studio  and  will  function  as  designer  for  top 
personalities  in  that  company’s  productions. 
First  assignment  under  the  pact  will  be 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald’s  wardrobe  for  “Uncle 
Harry,”  as  well  as  Merle  Oberon’s  for  “As  It 
Was  Before.” 

Vera  West,  who  heads  the  women’s  ward- 
robe department,  will  continue  in  her  pres- 
ent capacity  in  addition  to  designing  for 
individual  players.  Banton  previously  was 
associated  with  Paramount  for  13  years. 


Robert  Sparks,  Marine, 
To  New  Universal  Post 

Robert  S.  Sparks,  associated  with  the  in- 
dustry for  the  past  13  years  in  executive  posts 
at  Paramount,  RKO  and  Columbia,  has  joined 
Universal  as  a member  of  the  recently- 
created  advisory  board  in  a new  executive 
post  coordinating  all  writing  activities.  Story 
Editor  Gwen  O’Brien  and  Ruth  Barrett, 
scenario  department  head,  will  continue  in 
their  present  berths. 

Sparks  recently  was  retired  from  service 
in  the  marine  corps  with  the  rank  of  major, 
following  a two  and  one-half  year  stint.  He 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  Pacific  area  unit 
of  the  marine  photographic  section. 

Howard  Deighton,  member  of  Universal’s 
casting  office  for  five  months,  has  been 
named  casting  director,  succeeding  Robert 
Speers,  recently  appointed  to  the  studio’s  new 
advisory  board  as  executive  in  charge  of  play- 
ers and  directors.  Deighton  came  to  Uni- 
versal direct  from  the  Hollywood  Victory 
Committee  and  USO-Camp  Shows  and  prior 
to  that  produced  musical  shows  in  London 
and  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Hands  Across  the  Border 
Gesture  on  Bond  Film 

“The  All-Star  Bond  Rally,”  two-reel  sub- 
ject being  produced  at  20th-Fox  for  the 
Canadian  Eighth  Victory  loan,  also  will  be 
used  as  one  of  the  principal  films  for  the 
U.S.  treasury’s  Seventh  War  Loan,  according 
to  the  Hollywood  division  of  the  War  Ac- 
tivities Committee.  Decision  to  present  the 
picture  in  both  countries  followed  telephone 
conferences  between  J.  Edward  Shugrue  of 
the  motion  picture  division  of  the  war  fi- 
nance committee;  Taylor  M.  Mills,  chief  of 
the  domestic  film  bureau  of  the  OWI;  Sam 
Pinanski,  chairman  of  the  industrys’  Seventh 
War  Loan  campaign,  and  Tom  W.  Baily, 
WAC  Hollywood  coordinator. 

Stars  in  the  film,  which  is  being  produced 
by  Fanchon  and  directed  by  Michael  Audley 
from  a script  by  Don  Quinn,  are  Vivian 
Blaine,  Jeanne  Crain,  Bing  Crosby,  Linda 
Darnell,  Betty  Grable,  June  Haver,  Bob  Hope, 
Harry  James  and  his  orchestra,  Buster  Kea- 
ton, Faye  Marlowe,  Harpo  Marx,  Fibber  Mc- 
Gee and  Molly,  Carmen  Miranda,  Sheila 
Ryan,  Frank  Sinatra  and  Martha  Stewart. 

Mary  Pickford  Gets  WPB 
Nod  on  "Touch  of  Venus" 

In  a telegram  from  the  Washington  office 
of  Frank  B.  Taylor,  War  Production  Board 
official,  United  Artists  Producer  Mary  Pick- 
ford  was  assured  raw  stock  necessary  for  her 
production  “One  Touch  of  Venus.”  Miss 
Pickford  is  the  first  independent  producer  to 
get  the  nod  from  WPB. 

Pine  and  Thomas  Are  Set 
For  Film  on  Loggers 

Paramount  share-cropping  Producers  Pine 
and  Thomas  have  announced  “Redwood  High- 
way” as  a forthcoming  production.  The  yam, 
which  concerns  a trio  of  loggers  in  California 
redwood  forests,  will  topline  Robert  Lowery. 


Publicist  Verdict  Nearer 

After  14  sessions  of  the  WLB  panel  listen- 
ing to  arguments  and  testimony  in  the  dis- 
pute Detween  the  producers  and  Screen  Pub- 
licists Guild,  the  hearings  finally  came  to  an 
end.  Disputants  are  now  permitted  three 
weeks  in  which  to  file  briefs,  after  considera- 
tion of  which  a ruling  will  be  forthcoming. 


LUNCHEON  FOR  COWLES — Gardner  Cowles,  publisher  of  Look  magazine,  the 
Des  Moines  Register-Tribune  and  owner  of  radio  stations  in  New  England  and  the 
midwest,  was  a luncheon  guest  of  William  Goetz,  International  Pictures  head,  dur- 
ing his  recent  annual  visit  to  Hollywood.  Attending  were  heads  of  various  Holly- 
wood studios.  Left  to  right:  Cowles;  Charles  W.  Koerner,  in  charge  of  RKO  pro- 
duction; Goetz;  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  Pictures  president,  and  Nate  Blumberg, 
president.  Universal  Pictures. 
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GLAMOR  GALORE  FOR  “A  TREE” — Treated  to  all  the  glamorous  technique 
which  has  been  made  an  integral  part  of  Hollywood  gala  premieres,  20th-Fox’s  “A 
Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  made  its  local  bow  at  Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre  and 
attracted  a capacity  crowd  of  film  colony  great  and  near  great.  Despite  the  rainy 
night,  the  fan  hordes  were  there  to  pay  homage  to  their  favorites.  So  were  the 
cameramen,  witness: 

Top  panel,  at  left:  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th-Fox  production  chief,  and  Mrs. 
Zanuck;  right:  All  of  the  limelight  wasn’t  devoted  to  the  screen  stars.  Here  are  Maj. 
Richard  Bong,  AAF’s  ranking  ace,  and  his  wife.  The  autograph  seeker — or  donor — 
is  Moppet  Peggy  Ann  Garver,  featured  in  “Brooklyn.” 

Bottom,  left:  And  Broadway  also  contributed  to  the  assemblage  of  celebrities. 
Producer  Michael  Todd,  a visitor  at  20th-Fox  studio,  attended  the  premiere  and 
gave  the  lensman  a break,  if  not  a smile;  right:  Director  Lloyd  Bacon  and  his  wife. 


Griffis  Radios  Story 
Of  Cross  From  Hawaii 

Shortwaved  from  the  Pacific  theatre  of  war, 
an  appeal  by  Red  Cross  Commissioner  Stan- 
ton Griffis  gave  impetus  to  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign.  The  more  than  20,000 
workers  assembled  at  the  noonday  mass  meet- 
ings heard  Griffis  say  from  his  Honolulu 
headquarters : 

“Aloha  to  all  of  you.  If  some  divine  power 
told  me  I had  only  four  minutes  to  live,  I 
would  choose  to  spend  that  four  minutes  as 
I am  spending  these,  to  tell  you,  by  old  and 
good  friends  in  Hollywood,  about  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  in  the  Pacific. 

“These  four  minutes  should  be  four  days, 
and  even  in  that  time  no  magic  carpet  would 
let  me  take  you  through  all  the  Red  Cross 
installations  in  this  tremendous  Pacific  of 
ours. 

From  Hawaii  to  New  Zealand,  up  through 
the  Solomons  to  the  Philippines,  to  the  Bonins 
and  the  Mariannas  and  back  to  Hawaii.  On 
every  single  coral  or  volcanic  island  where 
the  American  flag  waves,  the  flag  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  flies  proudly  beneath  it. 

“Come  with  me,  in  spirit,  for  a moment  to 
the  waterfront  here,  where  a tremendous 
army  transport  is  unloading  hundreds  of 
wounded  fragments  of  humanity,  hurt  men- 
tally and  physicially  . . . Wait  with  me  a few 
hours  at  the  same  shipside  and  hear  the 
tramp  of  outgoing  soldiers,  loaded  with  their 
equipment  and  marching  aboard  to  start  out 
to  a distant  island  for  another  strike. 

Red  Cross  Always  Present 

“With  this  scene  fresh  in  your  mind,  try 
to  realize  that  from  the  day  that  these  boys 
met  in  their  camps  in  America  until  they 
went  into  action,  they  were  accompanied  by 
the  field  directors  and  counselors  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  And  into  action  with 
them  went  men  of  the  Red  Cross,  aiding  them 
in  every  way  that  is  possible  in  the  vicious 
jungles. 

“Those  who  were  wounded  and  returned  to 
hospitals  found  Red  Cross  girls  by  their  side, 
cheering  them,  writing  letters  home  for  them 
and  doing  the  thousand  and  one  things  that 
only  an  American  girl  can  do  for  an  Ameri- 
can boy  who  is  lonely,  sick  and  wounded. 
When  these  boys  in  the  hospitals  were  able 
to  walk,  they  found  Red  Cross  girls  in  the 
reading  rooms  and  recreation  halls. 

“I  have  time  only  for  one  brief  picture:  A 
week  ago  when  the  marines  hit  Iwo  Jima, 
there  went  with  them  on  the  first  wave,  ten 
Red  Cross  men  who  had  been  training  with 
them  for  many  weeks.  We  pray  that  they 
still  live  ...  As  the  battle  still  rages,  Red 
Cross  hospital  girls  are  being  activated  on 
another  island  not  far  away,  ready  to  go 
in  as  soon  as  Iwo  Jima  is  secure;  and  in 
the  near  tomorrow,  Red  Cross  clubs  will 
spring  up  and  serve. 

“Our  Red  Cross  preparations  for  the  day 
when  we  will  hit  the  heart  of  Japan  are  far 
advanced. 

“You,  through  the  Red  Cross,  are  the  long 
arm  of  the  American  home,  stretching  out 
around  these  boys  out  here.  Hold  them  tight 
to  your  heart!” 

Stars  in  Network  Show 
For  Catholic  Charity 

Set  by  the  Hollywood  Victory  Committee, 
Hollywood  stars  made  a coast-to-coast  Blue 
Network  broadcast  in  behalf  of  the  Catholic 
bishops’  war  emergency  relief  committee.  Ap- 
pearing on  the  air  appeal  were  Bing  Crosby, 
Loretta  Young,  Pat  O’Brien,  Ruth  Hussey, 
William  Gargan,  J.  Carroll  Naish,  Pedro  de 
Cordoba  and  Bob  Mitchell’s  boys  choir. 

BOXOFFICE  : : March  10,  1945  H 


Lesser  Directors  Decide 
On  Immediate  Program 

A three-day  series  of  board  of  directors 
meetings  was  held  by  Sol  Lesser  Productions 
to  determine  the  program  for  immediate  pro- 
duction. Members  of  the  board  present  in- 
cluded Lesser,  Louis  R.  Lurie  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, Jean  Hersholt,  M.  B.  Silberberg,  Louis 
Hyman,  Mike  Rosenberg  and  Barney  Riskin. 

Selection  of  the  first  pictures  to  go  into 
work  was  to  be  made  from  properties  Lesser 
has  scheduled  for  the  next  two  years.  They 
include  “Paris  Canteen,”  “Show  Me  a Land,” 
“The  Silver  Flame,”  “Alarum  and  Excursion,” 
“Civilian  Clothes,”  “Tarzan  and  the  Leopard 
Woman,”  “Crazy  to  Dance,”  “Flash! — Flood!” 
and  “Tarzan  and  the  Intruder.” 


To  Film  "Whistle  Stop" 

Seymour  Nebenzal  and  Philip  Yordan  have 
incorporated  under  the  banner  of  Nero  Films 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  “Whistle  Stop” 
for  United  Artists  release.  The  picture  will 
be  made  from  Marietta  Wolff’s  novel  of  the 
same  name,  which  won  the  Avery  Hopwood 
award  in  1940,  and  Yordan  will  do  the  screen 
adaptation  as  well  as  coproduce. 


To  Cast  of  "Rhythm  Round-Up" 

Columbia  has  added  “Big  Boy”  Williams 
and  Raymond  Hatton  to  the  cast  of  “Rhythm 
Round-Up.” 


International  Starting 
To  Film  'Tomorrow' 

With  “Along  Came  Jones”  completed  and 
the  Technicolor  film,  “It’s  a Pleasure!”  ready 
for  April,  RKO  release,  William  Goetz  of 
International  Pictures  was  to  start  photog- 
raphy on  “Tomorrow  Is  Forever”  this  week 
<8>  and  “Countess  of  Monte  Cristo,”  in  Tech- 
nicolor, a month  later. 

Starring  Claudette  Colbert,  Orson  Welles 
and  George  Brent,  “Tomorrow”  will  be  pro- 
duced and  directed  by  David  Lewis  and 
Irving  Pichel,  respectively.  “Countess,”  a 
Sonja  Henie  vehicle,  is  also  on  Producer 
Lewis’s  schedule  and  William  A.  Seiter  will 
direct. 

Slated  for  fall  production,  “Ashenden,  Brit- 
ish Agent,”  will  be  produced  by  Nunnally 
Johnson,  who  is  currently  penning  the  screen- 
play from  Somerset  Maugham’s  autobiog- 
raphical stories. 

Bender  Succeeds  Howe 
As  RKO's  Comptroller 

B.  D.  Bender  has  stepped  into  comptroller 
berth  at  RKO  studio,  succeeding  G.  B.  Howe, 
resigned.  Bender  has  been  associated  with 
the  studio  for  17  years. 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Barnstormers 


Paramount 

DIANA  LYNN  slated  for  three  weeks  ot  personal 
appearances  at  the  New  York  Paramount  Theatre 
early  this  summer. 

Warners 

Authoress  LOUISE  RANDALL  PIERSON  will  make 
a cioss-country  lecture  tour  in  connection  with  key 
city  play  dates  of  the  filmization  of  her  story, 
"Roughly  Speaking." 

Briefies 

Columbia 

S*HEMP  HOWARD  signs  contract  for  four  more  two- 
reelers. 

Metro 

SAMMY  LEE  set  to  direct  "Stairway  to  Purga- 
tory/' John  Nesbitt  short  of  the  Passing  Parade 
series. 

Warners 

"Yankee  Doodle-  Daughters,"  one-reeler  dealing 
with  the  activities  of  women  in  all  branches  of  the 
service,  will  be  produced  by  GORDON  HOLLINGS- 
HEAD,  with  DAVE  GOULD  directing. 

"A  Boy  and  His  Dog”  has  been  set  as  second  in 
a series  of  two-reel  featurettes  being  produced  by 
GORDON  HOLLINGSHEAD.  DON  SEIGEL  will  di- 
rect. 

Blurbers 

Metro 

Bowing  out  as  assistant  to  Frank  Whitbeck,  adver- 
tising head,  CLIFF  LEWIS  will  join  the  Hollywood 
office  of  Ruthrauff  & Ryan.  Lewis  was  formerly 
head  of  publicity  at  Paramount. 

United  Artists 

VIRGINIA  YATES,  publicity  director  for  Andrew 
Stone,  has  resigned  her  post  to  join  Warners' 
praisery. 

Cleffers 

Metro 

DAVID  SNELL  named  musical  director  for  "Danger- 
ous Partners." 

Monogram 

EDWARD  KAY  set  to  prepare  musical  score  for 
"Divorce." 

Warners 

SIMON  BUCHAROFF  assigned  orchestration  chore 
for  "The  Big  Sleep." 

Meggers 


Monogram 

OLIVER  DRAKE  signed  to  meg  "Springtime  in 
Texas. " 

PHIL  KARLSTEIN  set  to  meg  "Swing  Parade." 

Republic 

GEORGE  BLAIR,  associate  producer-director,  has 
been  assigned  reins  on  "Miss  Androcles  and  the 
Lion." 

FRED  BRANNON,  formerly  of  the  prop  department, 
has  been  upped  to  director  of  serials.  First  assign- 
ment is  "The  Purple  Shadow  Strikes." 

After  eight  years  on  the  lot  most  of  which  time 
was  spent  as  unit  manager,  PHIL  FORD  has  been 
upped  to  full-fledged  director.  His  first  chore  in  the 
new  berth  will  be  "The  Tiger  Lady." 

20th  Century-Fox 

Added  to  WILLIAM  GIRARD's  production  slate  is 
"The  Black  Mart,”  an  original  story  of  the  black 
market  which  ROBERT  WEBB  will  direct. 

"Command  to  Embezzle"  to  be  megged  by  LOUIS 
KING. 

Universal 

Option  renewed  for  another  year  on  GEORGE 
WAGGNER,  producer-director. 

Warners 

ALEX  GOTTLIEB  has  been  handed  production  reins 
on  "Dancing  With  Tears,"  an  original  story  which 
will  be  a musical  featuring  hit  tunes  of  the  late 
twenties.  Gordon  Kahn  will  do  the  screenplay. 

RAOUL  WALSH  slated  to  meg  "The  Adventures  of 
Don  Juan." 

Loanouts 


Columbia 

MARJORIE  REYNOLDS  has  been  borrowed  from 
Paramount  to  star  in  "Song  of  Broadway."  The  role 
was  originally  announced  for  Marguerite  Chapman, 
who  was  withdrawn  for  additional  scenes  in  "Coun- 
ter-Attack." 


Options 

Columbia 

IRIS  ADRIAN  checks  into  "Surprise  in  the  Night." 

GEORGE  MACREADY  signed  to  a long  termer. 

LEE  BOWMAN  gets  top  male  spot  in  “Some  Call 
It  Love." 

GUINN  "BIG  BOY"  WILLIAMS  and  RAYMOND 
HATTON  inked  for  featured  spots  in  "Rhythm 
Rcund-up." 

TED  DONALDSON,  juvenile,  set  to  star  in  "Rusty," 
film  about  a boy  and  a dog,  to  be  produced  by 
Leonard  Picker  with  George  Sherman  directing. 

Metro 

HORACE  McNALLY  joins  roster  of  "The  Harvey 
Girls." 

JEAN  MARLOWE,  high  school  singing  discovery, 
signed  to  a long-term  contract. 

Monogram 

Option  on  PETER  COOKSON  has  been  lifted. 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "Here  Comes  Trouble"  are 
GLORIA  MARLEN,  BARBARA  PEPPER,  EMMETT 
LYNN,  WHEELER  OAKMAN  and  JACK  CHEFE. 

Paramount 

DORIS  DOWLING  wins  featured  spot  in  "The  Blue 
Dahlia." 

MARJORIE  WOODWORTH  signed  for  Hal  Wallis 
production,  "You  Came  Along." 

Options  on  BARRY  FITZGERALD  and  KAY  SCOTT 
have  been  exercised. 

Newcomer  BEVERLY  JOHNSON,  signed  to  a term 
pact,  will  debut  in  "Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

RKO  Radio 

Cast  adds:  VIVIAN  OAKLAND,  GEORGE  McKAY 
and  ALFALFA  SWITZER  to  "Man  Alive";  AINA  CON- 
STANT and  GWEN  CRAWFORD  to  "The  Bells  of  St. 
Mary's." 

William  Goetz  has  signed  DENNIS  O'KEEFE  for 
male  lead  in  "Countess  of  Monte  Cristo,"  an  Inter- 
national Pictures  Technicolor  production.  The  same 
company  awarded  a new  contract  to  LANE  WAT- 
SON and  has  added  IAN  WOLFE,  HENRY  HASTINGS 
and  DOUGLAS  WOOD  to  the  cast  of  "Tomorrow  Is 
Forever." 

GWEN  CRAWFORD  and  BETTY  GILLETTE  set  for 
roles  in  "First  Man  Into  Tokyo." 

FLORENCE  LAKE  cast  for  comedy  role  in  "George 
White's  Scandals  of  1945." 

HENRY  TRAVERS  signed  for  "The  Bells  of  St. 
Mary's,"  Rainbow  production. 

RUTH  DONNELLY  has  been  signed  to  portray  Sis- 
ter Michael  in  "The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's,"  Rainbow 
Production. 

LEON  ERROL  and  EDGAR  KENNEDY  inked  to  new 
pacts,  calling  for  each  to  star  in  six  comedy  shorts 
during  the  coming  year. 

Republic 

ANN  DVORAK  has  been  pacted  to  appear  in  at 
least  two  pictures  this  year. 

United  Artists 

MARIE  McDONALD  set  for  role  in  Hunt  Strom- 
berg's  "Young  Widow." 

Important  role  in  David  O.  Selznick's  "Duel  in  the 
Sun"  handed  to  SCOTT  McKAY. 

Universal 

LOUISE  ALLBRITTON  and  ROD  CAMERON  signed 
to  costar  with  Susanna  Foster  and  Robert  Paige  in 
"Once  Upon  a Pream." 

Femme  lead  in  “Pillow  of  Death"  given  to  BRENDA 
JOYCE. 

ROSALIND  IVAN  signed  for  top  featured  role  in 
"Pillow  of  Death." 

Options  of  PEGGY  RYAN  and  LON  CHANEY  picked 
up  for  another  year, 

CHARLES  KORVIN's  option  has  been  renewed  and 
he  checks  into  costarring  spot  in  "As  It  Was  Be- 
fore " 

LOIS  COLLIER  and  JESS  BARKER  assigned  roman- 
tic leads  in  "Serenade  for  Murder." 

Warners 

S.  Z.  SAKALL  handed  featured  stint  in  "The  Time, 
the  Place  and  the  Girl." 

DENNIS  MORGAN  slated  for  one  of  leading  roles 
in  "The  Hasty  Heart." 

Top  femme  lead  in  "The  Hasty  Heart"  goes  to 
ANDREA  KING. 

MARTHA  VICKERS  joins  cast  of  “The  Time,  the 
Place  and  the  Girl." 

Toplining  spot  in  "The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls"  assigned 
to  ALEXIS  SMITH. 

Scripters 

Columbia 

PRESCOTT  CHAPLIN  and  ROBERT  T.  SHANNON 
draw  screenplay  chore  on  "Dear  Mr.  Private." 

Metro 

GLADYS  LEHMAN  handed  scrivening  chore  for 
"The  Kissing  Bandit." 

WILLIS  GOLDBECK  signed  to  a new  long  termer. 


Paramount 

DORCAS  COCHRAN  is  set  to  do  the  polishing  job 
on  screenplay  of  "People  Are  Funny,"  a Pine- 
Thomas  production. 

PRC  Pictures 

ELMER  CLIFTON  assigned  to  script  "Queen  of 
Burlesque,"  an  Alexander-Stern  production. 

RKO  Radio 

Scrivening  chore  on  "Made  in  Heaven"  handed  to 
HERMAN  MANKIEWICZ. 

LUCI  WARD  and  JACK  NATTEFORD  will  collaborate 
on  screenplay  of  "Badman's  Territory." 

ROBERT  SMITH  signed  to  a long-term  writing  deal 
with  International  Pictures. 

Republic 

HOWARD  ESTABROOK  has  been  pacted  and  goes 
to  work  on  screenplay  of  "Dakota." 

Screenplay  chore  on  "The  Fabulous  Texan"  hand- 
ed to  NORMAN  HALL. 

United  Artists 

KARL  KAMB  will  collaborate  on  the  screenplay  of 
“Pardon  My  Past,"  a Mutual  Productions  picture. 

Universal 

OSCAR  BRODNEY  signed  for  screenplay  chore  of 
"White  Tie  and  Tails." 

FELIX  ADLER  signed  to  script  final  screenplay  of 
"You  Hypnotize  Me." 

LEWIS  R.  FOSTER  was  handed  the  final  screenplay 
chore  of  "As  It  Was  Before." 

EARL  FELTON  signed  for  final  screenplay  chore  of 
"Thief  of  Stamboul." 

GERALD  GERAGHTY  assigned  to  do  screenplay  of 
untitled  Susanna  Foster  for  George  Waggner,  pro- 
ducer-director. 

Warners 

BARRE  LYNDON  signed  to  do  screenplay  on  "The 
Verdict." 

Story  Buys 

Columbia 

"Hollywood  Hi-Jinks,"  an  original  story  by  Erna 
Lazarus,  has  been  purchased  for  the  basis  of  a ‘teen- 
age musical  to  be  called  "Betty  Co-Ed."  Alexis 
Thurn-Taxis  will  produce. 

"Powder  River,"  by  Barry  Shipman,  has  been 
purchased  to  form  the  basis  of  one  of  the  western 
series  costarring  Charles  Starrett  and  Smiley  Bur- 
nette. Colbert  Clark  will  produce  under  supervision 
of  Jack  Fier. 

"The  Woman  in  Red,"  psychological  murder  mys- 
tery by  Anthony  Gilbert,  has  been  acquired.  Screen 
version  of  the  story  will  be  produced  by  Wallace 
MacDonald  under  supervision  of  John  Stone. 

"So  Dark  the  Night,"  an  original  yarn  by  Aubrey 
Wisberg,  has  been  purchased  to  form  the  basis  of  the 
fifth  in  the  "Whistler"  series  of  mystery  thrillers. 
Rudolph  Flothow  will  produce  the  Richard  Dix 
starrer. 

Independent 

Victor  Saville  has  completed  a deal  with  Eunice 
Calhoun  for  the  purchase  of  her  story,  "This  Is  My 
Home." 

Phil  R,  Ryan  has  acquired  screen  rights  to  "Peril- 
ous Holiday,"  by  Major  Robert  Carson,  which  ran 
serially  in  Colliers.  Ryan  plans  to  produce  it  during 
the  summer  as  the  initial  offering  of  his  own  re- 
cently-announped  company.  Schedule  provides  that 
about  one-th|rd  of  the  footage  will  be  shot  in  Mexico. 

Republic 

"Flesh  and  Blood,"  written  by  Maria  Matray  and 
Arnold  Phillips,  has  been  acquired  for  early  produc- 
tion. 

Walter  Colmes  has  purchased  a mystery  original, 
"The  Web,"  from  Philip  Yordan,  which  he  will  pro- 
duce and  direct. 

Technically 

Columbia 

NORMAN  DEMING  named  producer's  aide  on 
"Some  Call  It  Love." 

Honorably  discharged  from  the  army,  CAPT.  BER- 
NARD SZOLD  signs  pact  as  dialog  director  and  is 
currently  working  on  "Rhythm  Round-Up." 

JIMMY  NICHOLSON  set  as  assistant  director  on 
"Song  of  Broadway." 

Metro 

FAUL  GROESSE  named  as  art  director  of  "The 
Yearling." 

DOLPH  ZIMMER  named  assistant  megger  for  “Two 
Sisters  From  Boston." 

Universal 

CARLOS  ROMERO  named  dance  director  for  "Men 
in  Her  Diary." 

Warners 

ARTHUR  EDESON  set  to  lens  "The  Time,  the  Place 
and  the  Girl." 

Title  Changes 

20th  Century-Fox 

THE  LAP  OF  THE  GODS  is  new  tag  for  "O.  Henry." 

RKO  Radio 

BADMAN'S  TERRITORY  new  tag  for  "Utah." 
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Palm  Springs  Stages 
'Co-Pilot'  Coast  Bow 

West  coast  premiere  of  Warners’  “God  Is 
My  Co-Pilot”  was  staged  at  the  Plaza  Thea- 
tre in  Palm  Springs,  March  8.  The  advanced 
price  opening  benefitted  Palm  Springs  Com- 
munity Hospital.  The  film  version  of  Col. 
Robert  Lee  Scott's  book  recently  had  world 
premiere  in  Macon,  Ga„  home  of  the  author. 

“The  Affairs  of  Susan,”  first  of  the  Hal 
Wallis  productions  for  Paramount,  will  have 
its  premiere  at  the  Rivoli  Theatre,  New  York, 
March  28. 


Lantz  to  Concentrate 
On  "Woody,"  "Andy" 

Following  a series  of  huddles  at  the  studio 
with  E.  L.  McEvoy,  Universal  short  subject 
distribution  head,  Walter  Lantz  announced 
revision  of  his  1945-46  Cartunes  program  to 
permit  concentration  on  his  Woody  Wood- 
pecker and  Andy  Panda  subjects. 

Under  the  altered  slate,  Woodpecker  car- 
toons will  be  increased  from  five  to  nine  pic- 
tures and  will  spot  Wally  Walrus.  Combining 
the  Swing  Symphony  and  Panda  subjects, 
four  of  the  former  will  be  made  starring 
“Andy”  and  “Milo,  the  Talking  Dog.”  All  13 
will  be  filmed  in  Technicolor. 

Currently  in  preparation  are  “Who’s  Eat- 
ing Who?”  a Woodpecker  Cartune,  and  “Ap- 
ple Andy,”  a Panda  briefie. 

Wages  and  Employment 
Change  Little  in  January 

Wages  and  employment  in  motion  picture 
production  for  January  remained  fairly  on 
par  with  December’s  figures,  according  to  a 
report  from  the  California  labor  statistics 
bulletin.  January’s  employment  was  listed 
at  102.3  per  cent,  a slight  decrease  from  De- 
cember’s 103.8,  while  pay  roll  indexes  showed 
a drop  from  174.7  per  cent  to  172.3  per  cent 
for  the  same  month.  However,  average  weekly 
earnings  increased  by  15  cents  to  $74.81  in 
January  over  the  preceding  month,  and  av- 
erage hourly  earnings  also  climbed  from  De- 
cember’s $1,624  an  hour  to  $1,663  in  January. 

Average  hours  per  week  dropped  off  from 
46.0  in  December  to  44.9. 

Harris  and  Templeton 
Upped  by  Paramount 

George  “Dink”  Templeton,  an  assistant  di- 
rector at  Paramount  for  15  years,  has  been 
promoted  by  Henry  Ginsberg  to  produce  and 
direct  musical  featurettes  next  season.  Louis 
Harris,  who  has  been  making  Technicolor 
shorts,  has  been  upped  to  produce  feature 
pictures. 

Morgan  Cox  New  Universal 
Supervisor  of  Serial  Film 

Replacing  the  late  Henry  MacRae,  Morgan 
Cox  has  been  named  supervisor  of  serials  at 
Universal  and  will  oversee  production  on 
“Secret  Agent  X9,”  cliffhanger  on  the  March 
schedule.  Cox  previously  had  worked  on  the 
scripts  of  several  of  MacRae’s  serials. 


Bourne  Heads  Club 

At  an  organization  meeting  of  the  newly- 
formed  Monogram  Studio  Club,  charter  mem- 
bers of  which  total  160,  the  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President, 
Harry  Bourne;  vice-president,  Johnny  Lips- 
comb; treasurer,  Earl  Re  voir;  secretary, 
Dorothy  Ford.  Board  of  governors  which 
elected  the  officers  included  delegates  from 
18  studio  departments. 


WESTERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Since  the  opening  of 
the  Star  Theatre  in 
Taft,  1912,  Mrs.  John 
Carnakis  of  Bakers- 
field, Calif.,  has  been 
closely  connected  with 
the  industry.  In  1915 
the  Carnakis  family 
moved  to  Bakersfield 
to  open  the  C.  & S. 
Theatre.  Four  years 
later  the  Virginia  was 
built,  her  present  en- 
terprise. A member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Greek  Com- 
munity of  Bakersfield,  she  is  affiliated  with 
the  Women’s  Club.  A widow,  she  has  a mar- 
ried daughter,  Virginia,  and  a son,  Emanuel, 
a member  of  the  city  council.  Mrs.  Carnakis 
has  a natural  pride  in  her  grandchildren. 

Denver,  Colo.,  was  an 
“open-sesame”  in  the 
film  industry  for 
Eugene  H.  Emmick 
in  1911.  Opening  a 
three-reel  exchange, 
operated  with  his  part- 
ner, Bill  Hoorwitz,  he 
soon  migrated  to  San 
Francisco  where  he  is 
believed  to  have  start- 
ed the  first  short-reel 
exchange  in  the  coun- 
try. He  next  opened 
an  exchange  in  Los  Angeles  where  he  bought 
5 or  6 reels,  synchronized  with  records.  He 
called  them  talking  pictures.  Partners  of 
Mike  Naify  and  Bob  McNeil,  he  is  president 
of  Golden  State  Theatre  and  Realty  Corp. 
and  United  California  Theatres,  Inc. 


Beginning  as  an  opera- 
tor and  assistant  man- 
ager for  the  old  Grant 
Theatre  in  1916,  it  was 
but  three  years  later 
that  I.  Geller  of  Port- 
land, Ore.,  purchased 
the  Peninsula  The- 
atre, both  since  dis- 
mantled. Selling  the 
latter  house  in  1920,  he 
bought  the  Mutual.  In 
1924,  Geller  built  the 
Walnut  Park,  which 
he  now  operates,  and  in  1927  the  Aladdin, 
both  located  in  Portland,  the  latter  now  leased 
by  another  exhibitor.  Holding  patents  on  sev- 
eral inventions  of  his  own  Geller  likes  to 
spend  time  in  his  fully-equipped  metal  work- 
shop. He  has  two  children. 


Going  into  picture 
business  in  1921,  John 
A.  Greve  of  Eagle, 
Colo.,  has  never  regret- 
ted the  move.  Owner 
of  the  Eagle  and  Min- 
turn  theatres  there, 
he  is  a member  of  the 
Lion’s  Club  and  be- 
lieves in  the  industry’s 
progress  100  per  cent. 
His  greatest  avocation 
is  music.  He  plays  sev- 
eral different  instru- 
ments and  helps  out  in  various  local  orches- 
tras. He  has  one  son,  Lloyd,  a sergeant  in 
the  army  radar  division,  and  a married 
daughter  living  at  Oak  Creek,  Colo.  An  avid 
business  man,  Greve  believes  the  picture 
business  is  one  of  the  cleanest  in  existence. 


After  acquiring  the 
Capitol  Theatre  in  Sac- 
ramento, 1918,  Michael 
A.  Naify  of  San  Fran- 
cisco branched  out 
into  other  cities  in 
northern  California. 

Today,  president  of 
T.  & D.  Jr.  Enterprises, 

Inc.,  he  is  also  vice- 
president  of  both  the 
Golden  State  Theatre 
and  Realty  Corp.  and 
United  California 
Theatres  in  association  with  E.  H.  Emmick 
and  R.  A.  McNeil.  The  latter  two  groups 
operate  theatres  in  San  Francisco  and  Oak- 
land. He  is  on  the  legislation,  ways  and  means, 
and  budget  and  finance  committees  of  the 
California  Theatres  Ass’n. 


Joseph  Becchetti  of 

Bridgeport,  Ariz.,  re- 
cently died.  He  bor- 
rowed money  to  oper- 
ate a hand  machine  in 
1916.  Determined  the 
show  would  go  on,  he 
took  tickets  and  ran 
the  machine  at  the 
same  time.  Locating  in 
Humboldt  for  a period 
of  years,  he  trans- 
ferred his  activities  to 
Clarkdale  and  Cotton- 
wood where  his  last  theatres,  the  Grand  and 
Rialto,  are  respectively  located.  A Moose,  he 
was  also  a member  of  Rotary  and  Knights 
of  Columbus.  His  greatest  ambition  was  to 
operate  his  own  farm,  which  he  did  for  two 
years  prior  to  his  death. 


Under  the  tutelage  of 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Nina 
Flint,  Rex  Flint,  owner 
of  the  Lake  Theatre, 

Baker,  Mont.,  broke 
into  the  industry  in 
1916  by  operating  a 
motorless  machine, 
cranked  by  hand.  Now 
director  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Own- 
ers Ass’n  of  Montana, 
he  is  also  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Fairs  Ass'n,  assistant  drive  chair- 
man of  all  war  loan  bond  drives,  director  of 
local  chamber  of  commerce,  a member  of  the 
local  Fallon  County  Fair  Board,  and  the 
Masonic  Lodge.  He  has  two  sons,  one  serv- 
ing in  the  navy,  and  a daughter. 


From  New  York  stage, 
stock  and  screen  act- 
ing, to  film  salesman 
and  exhibitor  was 
quite  a jump  for  Jo- 
seph J.  Greene  of 
Pasadena,  head  of  the 
Raymond  Theatre,  a 
2,000  - seater  there. 

Spending  some  time 
as  an  actor  on  the  At- 
lantic seaboard,  he 
then  sold  films  for 
United  Artists,  and 
other  companies.  Formerly  with  Pasadena 
Playhouse,  he  was  master  of  ceremonies  on 
his  own  amateur  show  for  90  weeks.  He  has 
acted  in  19  film  features,  some  of  which  he 
has  run  in  his  own  theatre.  Favorite  sports 
are  golf,  trout  fishing  and  baseball. 
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SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIANS’  TURNOUT— Proving  that  is  was  literally  a 
gathering  of  the  southland’s  Who’s  Who  in  distribution  and  exhibition  circles, 
the  cameraman  caught  the  above  groups  at  the  kickoff  luncheon  for  the  local  in- 
dustry’s part  in  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  campaign. 

Top,  1.  to  r.,  standing:  Marco  Wolff,  Hollywood  Victory  Committee;  Charles 
P.  Skouras,  chairman,  motion  picture  theatre  division,  ARC;  sitting:  Harry  Cohen, 
southern  California  distributor  chairman,  RC;  Ben  Wallerstein,  Warner  Bros. 
Theatres;  Dave  Bershon,  former  chairman,  southern  California  theatres  bond 
sales  division. 

Center,  standing:  Herb  McIntyre,  western  division  chairman,  ARC  motion  pic- 
ture industry;  George  Bowser,  general  manager,  FWC;  sitting:  George  Topper, 
treasurer,  FWC;  Robert  H.  Poole,  executive  director,  ITO  of  Southern  California 
and  Arizona;  Gus  Metzger,  chairman,  theatres  of  southern  California  bond  sales 
division. 

Bottom:  Gurney  Newlin,  chairman,  Los  Angeles  chapter,  ARC;  Walter  Wanger, 
chairman,  motion  picture  studio  division,  ARC;  Skouras. 


Denver  Poster  Service 
At  1724  Stout  Street 

In  the  February  17  issue  of  BOXOFFICE 
the  Denver  column  carried  a statement  that 
Exhibitors  Poster  Service  of  that  city  had 
moved  to  2081  Broadway.  The  correct  new 
address  for  the  service  is  1724  Stout  St., 
Denver. 


Williams  Arrives  to  Take 
Over  for  the  SCTOA 

LOS  ANGELES — Assuming  his  duties  as 
newly  appointed  general  counsel  and  manager 
of  Southern  California  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n, 
Paul  Williams  reported  to  his  Filmrow  head- 
quarters here  having  recently  arrived  from 
Washington,  D.  C. 


500  Sealer  Approved 
For  Hunters  Point 

SAN  FRANCISCO— A $30,000  theatre  proj- 
ect in  the  Hunters  Point  district  has  been 
approved  by  the  Housing  Authority  here,  ac- 
cording to  E.  N.  Ayer,  chairman. 

The  community  building  at  Ridge  Point, 
in  the  center  of  the  district,  will  be  re- 
modeled into  a theatre  of  500  seats.  Mayor 
Lapham  issued  an  emergency  proclamation 
suspending  the  citys’  zoning  ordinance  and 
said  that  approval  from  the  city’s  permit 
agencies,  chiefly  the  fire  department,  would 
be  forthcoming. 

Julian  A.  Harvey  jr.  of  Harvey  Enterprises, 
San  Francisco,  will  construct,  equip  and 
operate  the  theatre. 

In  another  deal,  at  Novato,  Calif.,  Alfred 
W.  Bowman,  a newcomer  from  Tennessee, 
acquired  a 100-foot  frontage  store  property 
in  the  downtown  district  from  H.  Pini  & Co. 
for  $25,000.  Bowman  also  bought  a nearby 
corner  property  frorfl  Mrs.  Mary  Pini,  widow 
of  the  pioneer  Novato  merchant.  Bowman 
is  reported  planning  erection  of  Novato’s 
first  theatre  on  the  latter  site. 

And  at  Stockton  postwar  plans  for  es- 
tablishing an  Olympic  theatre  in  that  area 
along  the  lines  of  the  old  Columbia  of  the 
’50s,  to  be  used  as  a summer  location  for 
the  College  of  the  Pacific  Little  Theatre 
Stock  Co.,  were  outlined  by  Robert  Burns, 
assistant  to  the  college  president. 

The  citys’  first  neighborhood  house,  the 
Stockton  Theatre,  opened  recently  to  en- 
thusiastic audiences.  The  new  $150,000  film 
house  is  a 1,000  seater,  stadium  type  interior, 
with  600  in  the  orchestra,  400  in  the  loge. 

The  Oakland  city  commission  is  consider- 
ing the  application  of  the  Golden  State  The- 
atre and  Realty  Co.  to  construct  a film  house 
at  69th  Ave.  and  East  14th  St.  Rezoning  of 
the  district  is  involved. 

Tess  Slesinger  Buried 
In  Forest  Lawn  Site 

Private  services  were  held  for  Tess  Slesinger, 
39,  author  and  screen  writer,  who  succumbed 
to  pneumonia  following  a prolonged  illness. 
She  was  interred  in  Forest  Lawn.  Author  of 
two  successful  books,  Miss  Slesinger  came  to 
Hollywood  in  1937  to  collaborate  on  screen- 
play of  Metro’s  “The  Good  Earth”  and  sev- 
eral other  top  productions.  Her  last  work 
was  done  at  20th-Fox  where  she  collaborated 
with  her  husband,  Frank  Davis,  on  the  screen- 
play of  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn.”  Other 
survivors  besides  Davis  are  a son  and  daugh- 
ter and  three  brothers,  Lawrence,  Donald  and 
Steve. 

Warren,  Stevensville,  Is 
Rendered  Germ  Proof 

STEVENSVILLE,  MONT.— Patrons  of  the 
Warren  Theatre  here  recently  were  baffled 
by  a soft  blue  light  which  was  diffused 
through  the  auditorium  and  which  emanated 
from  a new  light  fixture  on  the  back  wall. 
It  came  from  a Gurth  ultraviolet  germicidal 
light  which  Warren  Gavin,  proprietor,  ex- 
plained would  protect  the  customers  against 
colds  and  other  contagious  diseases. 

Walter  Wanger  Signs 
A New  Universal  Pact 

Producer  Walter  Wanger  has  signed  a new 
long-term  pact  with  Universal  that  calls  for 
an  unspecified  number  of  top-budget  pro- 
ductions. Wanger’s  first  under  the  new  con- 
tract will  be  “Canyon  Passage,”  a Technicolor 
screen  adaptation  of  the  Ernest  Haycox  story, 
slated  to  face  the  cameras  in  midsummer. 
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Blumenfeld  Celebrates  25  Years 
Of  Growth  to  29-Theatre  Chain 


"World"  io  European 
Lands  Despiie  OWI 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— The  local  showing  of 
“Tomorrow  the  World,”  which  opened  at  the 
Utah  Theatre  March  8,  brought  the  producer, 
Lester  Cowan,  and  the  star,  Skippy  Homeier, 
to  Salt  Lake  City. 

Cowan  said  “Tomorrow  the  World”  will 
not  be  released  as  a roadshow  attraction  and 
that  it  will  be  shown  in  liberated  countries 
despite  what  he  called  “OWI’s  attempt  to 
ban  it  from  such  countries.  “We  already 
have  permission  from  Byron  Price’s  office  of 
censorship,”  Cowan  declared,  “and  hope  to 
show  this  anti-Nazi  film  in  all  liberated 
countries.” 

The  producer  said  Salt  Lake  is  the  last 
of  towns  selected  for  prerelease  showings 
and  that  polls  were  taken  here,  as  in  other 
test  cities,  to  discover  audience  reaction  to 
the  picture.  He  declared  that  polls  thus  far 
taken  show  85  per  cent  of  the  people  think 
it  would  be  foolish  to  kill  off  all  the  Nazis, 
while  15  per  cent  think  that’s  the  only  way 
to  deal  with  them. 

Cowan  visited  Gov.  Herbert  B.  Maw  and 
traveled  to  Ogden,  surveying  scenic  attrac- 
tions for* the  purpose  of  making  a film  in 
this  area.  Snow-blocked  roads  made  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  visit  Alta,  famed  skiing 
center  near  Salt  Lake,  which  he  hoped  to 
make  the  locale  for  an  all-Utah  picture. 

Alfred  Taylor  Takes  Over 
As  Paramount  Manager 

LOS  ANGELES — Alfred  Taylor,  manager 
of  Paramount’s  Indianapolis  exchange,  has 
been  named  head  of  the  company’s  local 
branch  and  arrived  from  the  east  to  take 
over  that  berth  recently  vacated  by  Chester 
J.  Bell  whose  new  post  has  not  yet  been  an- 
nounced. Taylor’s  former  managerial  chores 
in  Indianapolis  will  be  handled  by  G.  Rich- 
ard Frank,  who  has  been  special  representa- 
tive at  that  branch. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


phil  Phillips  of  Universal  Studios  was  in  Salt 

Lake  City  last  week  to  discuss  the  future 
of  his  product  with  Intermountain  Theatre 
managers.  He  disclosed  that  Universal  has 
the  biggest  Technicolor  set  ever  made  for 
“Night  in  Paradise,”  starring  Merle  Oberon 
and  Turhan  Bey. 

H.  M.  Hadley  of  20th-Fox  was  in  Salt  Lake 
City  to  arrange  publicity  for  “The  Fighting 
Lady”  and  to  arrange  tieups  for  personal 
appearances  of  navy  men  in  connection  with 
the  picture. 

Sam  Dembow,  president  of  Golden  Produc- 
tions, spent  a day  in  Salt  Lake  City  visiting 
friends  before  proceeding  to  New  York. 

Only  local  theatre  casualty  resulting  from 
the  midnight  curfew  order  was  cancellation 
of  a radio  broadcast  quiz.  The  show,  Kash 
Kollege,  which  was  scheduled  at  the  Utah 
Theatre  on  Monday  nights  from  9:15  to  9:30 
p.  m.,  was  called  off  after  a week’s  rehearsal. 

Richard  C.  Sutherland,  former  assistant 
manager  of  the  Capitol  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  now  in  the  merchant  marine,  is  home 
on  a 30-day  leave.  He  returned  after  serv- 
ing eight  and  one-half  months  in  the  South 
Pacific.  The  theatre  is  in  the  lad’s  blood, 
it  seems,  and  while  home  he  has  been  help- 
ing out  at  the  Capitol.  He  assisted  the  man- 
agement during  the  stage  show  presentation 
of  “Naughty  Marietta.” 


LOOKS  “WORLD”  OVER— Lester 
Cowan,  producer,  looks  over  a reel  of 
“Tomorrow  the  World”  during  a visit  in 
Salt  Lake  City. 


Cleary  to  Paramount 

Charlotte  Cleary,  director  of  dramatics  at 
Occidental  College  the  last  three  years,  has 
joined  Paramount’s  talent  department  under 
supervision  of  William  Meiklejohn,  where  she 
will  assist  in  developing  new  players  for  fu- 
ture screen  stardom. 


Doran  Quits  Columbia 

D.  A.  Doran  has  resigned  from  Columbia 
where  he  served  as  over-all  chief  of  the 
story  department.  He  plans  to  vacation  for  a 
couple  of  months  before  announcing  a new 
affiliation. 


Friends  Acclaim  Nathan 
As  42-Year  Showman 

San  Francisco — Friends  of  Carol  Na- 
than think  he  eclipses  BOXOFFICE’s 
“20-Year  Showmen.” 

Nathan  started,  while  still  a student, 
as  usher  at  the  legitimate  Clunie  Theatre 
in  Sacramento  back  in  1903.  He  took  half 
interest  in  the  Actograph  Theatre  in  1914 
and  remained  there  until  1917  when  he 
went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  covered  seven 
southern  states  as  salesman  for  the  Big 
Feature  Rights  Corp. 

In  August  1917  Nathan  joined  Univer- 
sal in  New  York.  He  quit  as  branch  man- 
ager in  1927  to  join  Edward  Baron  in 
building  the  Marina  Theatre.  In  1937 
Nathan  and  Baron  built  the  El  Presidio. 
All  in  all,  Nathan  has  been  in  the  theatre 
business  42  years. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  — Blumenfeld  Theatres 
circuit  recently  celebrated  the  20th  anni- 
versary of  its  founding. 

San  Rafael  lays  undisputed  claim  to  being 
the  home  town  of  the  Blumenfeld  enterprise, 
which  has  expanded  in  a quarter  of  a century 
from  one  nickelodeon-type  house,  to  a system 
of  29  theatres  in  northern  California,  includ- 
ing four  de  luxe  first  run  theatres  here.  San 
Francisco  has  been  the  home  of  this  well- 
known  theatre  family  since  1920.  The  widow 
of  the  founder  of  the  circuit,  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Blumenfeld,  still  lives  in  her  Mountain  View 
Ave.  home;  one  of  the  four  brothers  who  are 
carrying  on  the  family  tradition  lives  in  Del 
Mesa,  another  on  Nye  Street,  and  in  San 
Anselmo,  resides  the  only  daughter,  Mrs. 
David  Glazer. 

The  first  of  the  Blumenfeld  Theatres  was 
opened  in  Marin  County  in  1919  by  the  late 
Max  Blumenfeld,  who  previously  had  oper- 
ated two  of  the  early-day  theatres  in  the 
North  Beach  district.  It  was  the  Orpheus, 
which  had  been  remodeled  and  refurnished 
following  a fire. 

Upon  the  death  of  Max  Blumenfeld  in  1936, 
his  elder  sons  carried  on  the  circuit,  then 
numbering  four  theatres  in  Marin  County. 
The  sons  are  Joseph  and  Abe  Blumenfeld, 
present  heads  of  the  organization.  Later, 
after  they  completed  their  schooling  at  San 
Rafael  High  and  Marin  Junior  College,  the 
two  younger  brothers,  Nathan  and  Jack, 
joined  the  organization  as  junior  executives. 

Took  to  Sound  Easily 

The  advent  of  sound  did  not  find  the  Blum- 
enfelds  sleeping.  They  opened  the  El  Camino 
in  San  Rafael  late  that  year,  a luxury  house 
offering  for  the  first  time  in  Marin  County 
the  new  sound  pictures. 

Prior  to  that  however,  Max  Blumenfeld 
leased,  and  the  circuit  later  purchased,  the 
Tamalpais  Theatre  in  San  Anselmo  from  its 
builders  the  Tamalpais  Community  Ass’n. 
Then  in  1927,  just  a year  before  the  talkies 
reached  the  stage  of  perfection  where  the 
promoters  felt  secure  in  announcing  the  in- 
novation, Blumenfeld  built  and  opened  the 
Sequois  Theatre  in  Mill  Valley. 

One  of  the  first  moves  of  Joseph  and  Abe 
after  the  death  of  their  father  was  to  build 
the  Lark  Theatre  in  Larkspur.  The  follow- 
ing year  they  bought  Sausalito’s  old  Princess 
Theatre,  remodeled  the  interior  from  base- 
ment to  roof  and  with  new  appointments  for 
comfort  of  patrons  and  improved  projection 
equipment,  opened  the  house  as  the  Gate 
Theatre. 

That  same  year,  fire  swept  the  interior  of 
the  Orpheus  in  San  Rafael.  Closed  for  some 
years  the  Orpheus  had  achieved  widespread 
popularity  so  it  was  promptly  reconditioned 
and  reopened. 

In  1943  the  call  for  more  entertainment  in 
Sausalito’s  growing  colony  of  shipyard  work- 
ers was  answered  by  the  remodeling  of  the 
building  at  Caledonia  and  Pine  streets  and 
opening  of  the  Marin  Theatre. 

The  circuit  extended  as  far  north  as  Napa 
and  Sacramento  and  includes  four  of  San 
Francisco’s  best  known  first  run  houses,  the 
Orpheum,  United  Artists,  Esquire  and  Tivoli. 

The  circuit  head  offices  now  occupy  an  en- 
tire floor  in  the  Golden  Gate  Theatre  Bldg, 
at  Taylor  St.  and  Golden  Gate  Ave. 


Hedy  Plans  to  Free-Lance 

Hedy  Lamarr,  whose  contract  with  Metro 
terminated  on  February  8,  has  decided  to 
free-lance  following  completion  of  her  stint 
in  “Her  Highness  and  the  Bellboy,”  her  last 
for  the  Culver  City  studio. 
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MOUNTAIN  AREA  SET  TO  GO — A.  S.  Abeles,  chairman;  Herman  Wobber, 
representing  national  distributors;  Lieut.  Ralph  T.  Ballard  jr.,  army  air  corps; 
Rick  Ricketson,  exhibitor  chairman,  and  Robert  J.  Garland,  president  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club,  at  a gathering  held  in  Denver  to  get  the  Red  Cross 
campaign  under  way. 


DENVER 


Theatres  here,  especially  the  first  runs,  are 
dropping  the  second  feature  at  night  as 
a result  of  the  curfew,  and  theatres  with  a 
long  feature  are  stopping  the  sale  of  tickets 
early  to  get  everybody  out  by  midnight. 

Something  happened  at  the  Ogden  one 
night  that  was  not  thought  of.  The  sound 
was  off  for  about  half  an  hour,  which  would 
have  put  the  end  of  the  feature  at  12:12. 
But  the  management  explained  to  the  cus- 
tomers and  all  took  it  in  good  grace.  As  a 
result  of  this,  protests  are  being  made  to  the 
authorities  to  allow  theatres  some  leeway  in 
matters  of  this  kind  which  are  beyond  their 
control. 

First  runs  are  claiming  the  curfew  the  first 
Saturday  night  cost  them  up  to  $800,  since 
some  of  them  had  midnight  shows  scheduled. 
About  a dozen  midnight  shows  through  the 
city  were  affected. 

Jean  Gerbase  lets  no  grass  grow  under  her 
feet.  On  the  day  the  sales  tax  tokens  were 
eliminated  by  the  state  legislature  this  Metro 
booker  was  around  the  Row  with  a Red  Cross 
collection  box  gathering  up  all  the  tax  tokens 
she  could  find.  They  are  worth  five  to  a cent 
and  the  Red  Cross  can  cash  them  in,  so  if 
you  have  any  you  want  to  contribute  send 
them  to  her  at  Metro.  She  has  collected 
more  than  3,000  so  far. 

With  no  space  vacant  on  Filmrow,  Exhibi- 
tors Poster  Exchange  has  moved  to  1724  Stout 
St.,  and  its  former  quarters  have  been  added 
to  the  Clasa-Mohme  exchange,  Spanish  and 
Mexican  film  distributor. 

The  Mission,  Grand  Junction,  a J.  H.  Cooper 


Foundation  theatre,  is  being  readied  for  a 
reopening  after  being  closed  for  some  months 
. . . The  J.  A.  Rose  film  booking  service  now 
is  serving  the  Hanna,  Hanna,  Wyo.,  and  the 
Crystal,  Superior,  Wyo. 

Seen  on  the  Row  were  these  out-of-town 
exhibitors:  J.  H.  Roberts,  Fort  Morgan;  R.  D. 
Ervin,  Kremmling;  Mrs.  O.  S.  Cleveland,  New- 
castle, Wyo.;  John  Greve,  Minturn,  Colo.; 
Ivan  Frye,  Buena  Vista;  Herbert  Gumper, 
Center,  Colo.,  and  Pete  Gallejos,  San  Luis. 

Century  Sale  Eliminates 
Long-Pending  AAA  Suit 

LOS  ANGELES — Sale  by  Sidney  Pink  and 
Joseph  Moritz  of  their  Century  Theatre  to 
Southside  Theatres,  Inc.,  has  caused  with- 
drawal of  their  action,  pending  before  the 
local  branch  of  the  American  Arbitration 
Ass’n  since  1942.  Their  complaint,  which 
named  Loew’s,  Vitagraph,  Paramount,  RKO 
and  20th-Fox,  alleged  unfair  clearance  was 
granted  the  Manchester  Theatre  over  the 
complainants’  Century.  The  Southside  cir- 
cuit, new  owners  of  the  Century,  intervened 
in  the  case  as  did  the  Vermont  Ave.  Theatre 
Corp. 

Exchanges  in  Los  Angeles 
Lose  WLB  Appeal 

LOS  ANGELES— The  Screen  Office  Em- 
ployes Guild,  local  1391  AFL,  won  an  appeal 
when  the  WLB  denied  a petition  of  the  Los 
Angeles  film  exchanges  from  a directive  of 
the  Tenth  regional  war  labor  board.  NWLB 
upheld  a directive  which  grants  the  SOEG 
the  right  to  reopen  the  contract  for  the  pur- 
pose of  renegotiating  the  wage  scale  at  any 
time  up  to  March  19,  1945  in  the  event  of  any 
revision  in  the  “little  steel”  formula. 


His  Home  Unrolled  on  Screen  at  Sea 


SALT  LAKE  CITY— Though  he’s  several 
thousand  miles  away  from  his  home  in  Utah, 
Salt  Laker  Allen  S.  Cornwall  was  transported 
home  via  motion  pictures  while  on  a destroyer 
somewhere  in  the  South  Pacific. 

The  youth,  serving  aboard  the  destroyer, 
went  into  the  ship’s  theatre  January  24  and 
saw  a travelogue  picture  entitled  “The  City 
of  Brigham  Young.”  Parts  of  the  film  show 
the  Tabernacle  Choir  of  the  LDS  Church, 
with  Allen’s  father,  J.  Spencer  Cornwall  di- 
recting the  famed  organization,  and  Allen 
wrote  to  his  parents  concerning  the  incident: 

“I  now  consider  myself  one  of  the  luckiest 
boys  in  the  Pacific!  I’ve  just  had  not  only 


an  actual  look  at  my  home  town,  but  I’ve 
seen  my  father  and  heard  the  most  beautiful 
music  in  all  the  world — the  Tabernacle  choir. 

“You  can  imagine  how  I feel  now.  It’s 
almost  like  going  home.  The  photography  of 
the  choir  is  superb!  Naturally  there  is  noth- 
ing to  compare  with  its  singing,  especially 
during  the  pictures  of  the  temple.  I was 
ready  to  get  up  and  start  walking  with  the 
student  of  the  university. 

“Believe  me,  I’ll  bet  there  isn’t  anyone  out 
here  or  on  the  front  who’s  had  their  home 
town  unrolled  in  front  of  them  with  shots  of 
their  old  man  included.  It  just  doesn’t  seem 
real.” 


"Song"  and  "Mystery'' 
A Skyrocketing  Duo 

LOS  ANGELES — Despite  the  rain,  Ange- 
lenos stormed  the  Hillstreet  and  Pantages 
to  witness  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remem- 
ber” teamed  with  Columbia’s  “I  Love  a 
Mystery,”  skyrocketing  percentages  in  those 
theatres  to  200  and  190,  respectively,  tops 
in  the  week’s  first  run  business. 

(Average  is  100) 

Chinese  and  Uptown — Thunderhead.  Son  oi  Flicka 


(20th-Fox);  Circumstantial  Evidence  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 115 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — Objective, 

Burmal  (WE),  2nd  wk 140 

Downtown  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para);  Dangerous  Passage  (Para),  3rd  wk 108 

Egyptian  and  Ritz — National  Velvet  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 100 

Guild,  United  Artists  and  V/ilshire — Tonight  and 
Every  Night  (Col),  2nd  wk  Grissly's  Millions 

(Rep)  108 

Hillstreet — A Song  to  Remember  (Col);  I Love 

a Mystery  (Col)  200 

Hollywood  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para),  3rd  wk 130 

Los  Angeles — Same  as  Egyptian  80 

Pontages — Same  as  Hillstreet  .190 

State — Same  as  Chinese  125 


“Murder  My  Sweet"  at  Golden  Gate 
Goes  Way  to  Front,  Hitting  225 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Way  out  in  front  last 
week  was  the  Golden  Gate  Theatre  with 
225  per  cent  on  “Murder,  My  Sweet.”  The 
rest  of  the  first  run  houses  did  an  average 
business. 


Esquire — Bowery  Champs  (Mono);  Sing  Mo  a 

Seng  of  Texas  (Col)  150 

Fox — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd  wk 130 

Golden  Gate — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO),  plus 

Blackstone  on  stage  225 

Orpheum — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  6th  wk 110 

Paramount— For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para), 

2nd  wk 110 

State — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 120 

St.  Francis — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  6th  wk,..110 
United  Artists — Tomorrow  the  World  (UA), 

3rd  wk 100 

V/artield — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para),  plus  stage 

show  , 120 


Grosses  Good,  and  Swingshifters 
Overrun  Seattle  After  Curfew 

SEATTLE — Theatre  business  continued  to 
be  very  good  despite  extremely  cold  weather. 
The  new  curfew  law  is  being  obeyed  by  all 
theatres  but  the  swing-shift  workers  are 
upset  about  the  whole  thing.  The  first  night 
of  the  “lights  out”  the  streets  were  packed 
with  thousands  of  people  who  refused  to  go 
home. 


Blue  Mouse — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

One  Body  Too  Many  (Para),  3rd  wk 120 

Fifth  Avenue — Keys  oi  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 120 

Liberty — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA);  The  Missing 

Juror  (Col)  150 

Music  Box — Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 140 

Music  Hall — Guest  in  the  House  (UA);  Meet 

Miss  Bobby  Socks  (Col)  150 

Orpheum — Objective,  Burmal  (WB)  170 

Palomar — Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas  (Col),  Night 

Club  Girl  (Univ),  plus  stage  show 150 

Paramount — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para), 

3rd  wk 140 


“House  of  Frankenstein"  Beats  Out 
"Objective,  Burma!"  at  Denver 

DENVER — “House  of  Frankenstein”  with 
“Mummy’s  Curse”  pulled  the  top  percentage 
at  the  Paramount.  “Objective,  Burma!”  with 
“Night  Club  Girl,”  day-dating  at  the  Denver 
and  Esquire,  was  only  slightly  behind. 


Aladdin — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox);  Her  Lucky 

Night  (Univ),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 125 

Denham — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  4th 

wk.;  National  Barn  Dance  (Para)  125 

Denver  and  Esquire — Objective,  Burmal  (WB); 

Night  Club  Girl  (Univ)  170 

Orpheum — Three  Caballeros  (RKO);  The  Town 

Went  Wild  (PRC)  160 

Paramount — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ); 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  190 

Rialto — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col);  Sergeant 
Mike  (Col),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 150 
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Plasma,  Rest  Homes 
Vilal,  Says  Air  Vel 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Full  100  per  cent  co- 
operation in  the  coming  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
drive  was  pledged  by  Intermountain  territory 
theatre  owners  and  motion  picture  distribu- 
tors and  salesmen  at  a luncheon  meeting  here 
February  23. 

Highlight  was  an  address  by  Lieut.  Ralph 
T.  Ballard  of  Yakima,  Wash.,  Eighth  air 
force  veteran,  who  pointed  out  that  many 
airmen  owe  their  lives  to  administration  of 
Red  Cross  blood  plasma  and  who  stressed 
the  importance  of  overseas  rest  homes  and 
prisoner-of-war  packages.  Holder  of  the 
Presidential  Citation,  DFC,  Air  Medal  with 
four  clusters  and  three  bronze  stars,  Lieu- 
tenant Ballard  has  been  assigned  to  appear 
nationally  at  theatre  Red  Cross  meetings. 

The  national  War  Activities  Committee  was 
represented  by  Herman  Wobber,  western  di- 
vision director  of  20th-Fox,  who  said  that 
16,000  theatres  will  celebrate  Red  Cross  week 
March  15-21.  He  called  attention  to  a spe- 
cial film  subject  starring  Ingrid  Bergman 
which  will  be  featured  in  all  theatres  during 
the  campaign.  He  pledged  also  100  per  cent 
cooperation  by  the  industry. 

Others  participating  were  Jacob  A.  Kahn 
and  Verne  B.  Thorpe  for  the  Red  Cross;  Rob- 
ert Garland,  Colorado  War  Activities  Commit- 
tee co-chairman;  Charles  L.  Walker,  distribu- 
tors chairman,  and  Sam  L.  Gillette,  general 
chairman  of  the  Salt  Lake  area  for  the  thea- 
tre Red  Cross  drive.  Mayor  Earl  J.  Glade  of 
Salt  Lake  welcomed  the  group. 


Talanted  Prankster 
Should  Take  Job 

From  Midwest  Edition 

WAYNE,  NEB. — Calling  Dick  Tracy!  Phil 
March,  secretary  of  the  Marschoene  Theatres, 
Inc.,  has  a mystery  he  would  like  cleared  up. 

Some  months  ago  March  and  other  busi- 
ness men  became  avid  followers  of  the  famous 
Chester  Gould  comic  strip.  It  was  a daily 
subject  at  the  noon  luncheon  session  where 
the  business  men  relaxed. 

Then  one  Friday  night,  March  left  his 
theatre,  having  noted  that  the  feature  at- 
traction for  the  next  day  was  properly  light- 
ed on  the  marquee  of  the  Gay  Theatre. 
Saturday  was  snowy.  He  plowed  down  to  the 
office.  Then  someone  called  his  attention  to 
the  canopy.  He  blinked.  In  bold  letters  it 
stood  out: 

“Vitamin  Flinthart  Loves  Afire” 

The  letters  formed  familiar  words  in  his 
favorite  comic  strip. 

All  day  people  on  main  street  got  a big 
kick  out  of  the  marquee,  whether  they  knew 
of  March’s  comic  strip  weakness  or  not.  He 
thought  the  prank  on  himself  so  good  he  left 
it  up  until  sundown. 

But  he’s  still  wondering,  who  did  it?  Some- 
one had  broken  into  the  storage  room  and 
tackled  the  ticklish  job  of  replacing  the 
marquee  letters.  March  would  like  to  call  the 
famous  detective  in,  not  only  because  there’s 
a mystery  to  be  cleared  up,  but  also  because 
talented  assistants  who  can  artistically  space 
letters  like  that  after  midnight  aren’t  so 
easy  to  find  these  days. 


E.  S.  Calvi  of  L.  A.  Seeks 
$100,000  Theatre  Okay 

LOS  ANGELES— E.  S.  Calvi,  local  exhibi- 
tor, has  applied  for  a priority  permit  to 
construct  a 1,000-seat  theatre  in  Lomita  on 
a site  he  and  his  associates  have  owned  for 
some  time.  If  permission  is  granted,  build- 
ing will  be  erected  at  the  cost  of  a reported 
$100,000. 


ILLUSTRATOR  IS  ENGAGED— Wil- 
liam Goetz  of  International  Pictures  has 
engaged  Norman  Rockwell,  American  il- 
lustrator, to  paint  the  advertising  symbol 
for  Gary  Cooper’s  first  producing-star 
effort,  “Along  Came  Jones.”  Rockwell, 
above  left,  arrived  in  Hollywood  recently 
to  view  the  film  and  put  onto  canvas  for 
a preselling  campaign  his  impressions  of 
the  star  and  his  current  film  character, 
Melody  Jones.  The  illustrator  is  chatting 
with  Cooper. 

Rodriquez  Interests 
Adding  Three  Shows 

DALLAS— J.  J.  Rodriquez,  the  Spanish 
language  theatre  operator  who  acquired  the 
Teatro  Panamericano  holdings  here  last 
year,  has  gone  to  Colorado  to  take  over 
three  theatres  there,  according  to  reports 
current  here. 

Purportedly  informed  sources  here  relate 
that  Rodriguez  and  the  interests  with  which 
he  is  allied  are  preparing  to  amass  a cir- 
cuit of  Spanish  language  houses  in  Mexico 
and  U.S.  border  states. 

A brother  has  moved  here  to  manage  the 
Teatro  Panamericano  during  Rodriguez’s 
absence. 


Salt  Lake  Welcomes 
Navy  Ace  Eastmond 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Special  navy  benefit 
showing  of  the  great  documentary  film, 
“Fighting  Lady,”  brought  a young  Salt  Lake 
naval  ace  to  his  native  city. 

He  is  Lieut.  Richard  T.  Eastmond,  Hell- 
cat pilot,  who  helped  launch  the  picture  to 
a successful  showing  by  making  a personal 
appearance  at  the  Utah  Theatre,  where  the 
Technicolor  film  drew  capacity  crowds.  East- 
mond, however,  wasn’t  the  only  attraction 
used  by  Manager  Charles  Pincus  to  exploit 
the  picture.  Several  large  navy  guns  of  the 
type  shown  in  “Fighting  Lady”  were  on  dis- 
play in  front  of  the  theatre  during  the  week, 
and  SP’s  stood  24-hour  watch  over  the 
weapons. 

Lieutenant  Eastmond,  who,  as  photographic 
officer,  checked  the  unique  camera  inven- 
tion which  allowed  pictures  to  be  taken 
automatically  with  the  same  mechanism  that 
operated  the  guns  mounted  in  the  planes  and 
on  the  carrier,  said  there  is  nothing  faked 
about  “Fighting  Lady.”  Those  battles  shown 
on  the  screen  actually  took  place  and  the 
audience  sees  much  action  in  battles  of  Mar- 
cus, Kwajalein,  Truk,  Guam,  Saipan,  Tinian 
and  the  Philippines,  which  pilots  taking  part 
missed,  because  they  were  “blacked  out”  dur- 
ing some  of  the  action,  Eastmond  commented. 

The  Salt  Laker  is  a former  University  of 
Utah  student  and  holder  of  many  awards. 

Newspaper's  New  Wrinkle 
Is  "Lowdown"  on  Films 

From  Midwest  Edition 

MINNEAPOLIS — Bob  Murphy,  Star-Jour- 
nal film  editor,  has  added  a new  feature 
to  his  Sunday  film  reviews  and  it’s  attract- 
ing much  attention  and  receiving  consider- 
able praise.  The  feature  is  called  “Behind 
the  Scenes”  and  consists  of  the  “lowdown” 
and  some  “inside  facts”  concerning  the 
players  in  the  picture  and  the  making  of  it. 

Murphy’s  reviews  consist  of  five  other  sec- 
tions. First  is  the  title,  then  the  type  and 
after  this  the  players,  a description  of  the 
story  and  the  “verdict.”  The  whole  pattern 
is  an  original  idea  with  Murphy  and  has  won 
him  many  readers. 


Film  Salesman  Decide 


Utah  Story  Being  Filmed 
For  Boys  in  the  Services 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— The  story  of  Utah  is 
being  filmed  exclusively  for  armed  services 
consumption  by  a 14-man  army  signal  corps 
camera  crew,  which  will  spend  the  next 
month  in  the  state  making  the  film. 

Lieut.  Louis  Lindsay,  who  is  supervising 
the  Utah  picture,  said  it  will  be  one  in  a 
series  of  studies  of  a nation  at  war — taken 
state  by  state — for  men  of  the  armed  services 
to  see  how  civilians  at  home  are  supporting 
the  war,  and  to  give  the  fighting  men  the 
vicarious  experiences  of  walking  down  the 
Main  streets  of  their  home  town. 

Industries  to  be  featured  in  the  Utah  film 
include  Geneva  steel  plant  at  Provo  and  the 
silver,  copper  and  wool  growing  industries. 
Some  footage  also  will  be  devoted  to  the 
religious,  historical,  scenic  and  geological 
background  of  Utah. 

Other  states  already  filmed  in  the  series 
include  Texas,  Illinois,  Washington  and 
Massachusets.  Col.  H.  Munson  is  in  general 
charge  of  the  series. 


Leading  Roles  in  “Partners" 

James  Craig  and  Signe  Hasso  have  been 
set  for  leading  roles  in  Metro’s  “Dangerous 
Partners.” 


Not  to  Form  a Union 

From  Midwest  Edition 

MINNEAPOLIS — Minneapolis  film  sales- 
men have  decided  definitely  not  to  organize 
into  a labor  union.  The  matter  came  up  for 
discussion  at  a meeting  of  the  Reel  Fellows 
Club,  the  membership  of  which  comprises 
all  of  salesmen  here.  The  AFL  has  an- 
nounced it  will  issue  charters  to  salesmen’s 
union. 

No  More  Men — No  More 
Shows  at  Orpheum 

SHELBY,  MONT. — Having  scraped  the 
bottom  of  the  barrel  to  find  manpower  for 
his  theatre,  Manager  H.  M.  Kluth  of  the  Or- 
pheum recently  closed  the  showcase  for  an 
indefinite  period. 


llYWOOD  amusement  company 


831  South  Wabash  Avenue 


Chicago,  Illinois 


IS  NO  BULL- 

WAHOO 

9i  AmetucaX  fylu&lt  Sc/ie&n  Qa*ne! 
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SEATTLE 

The  big  event  of  last  week  was  the  luncheon 
A staged  by  distributors  and  exhibitors  to 
start  the  Red  Cross  drive.  Beautifully  staged. 
Above  the  speakers  table  was  a large  Red 
Cross  in  neon.  Seated  at  the  various  tables 
were  30  nurses  who  have  been  assigned  to 
combat  areas.  Among  the  speakers  were 
Capt.  Bernice  Chase,  Victor  Adams,  Herbert 
MacIntyre,  Frank  Hull,  Mayor  William  F. 
Devin  of  Seattle  and  Lieut.  Robert  Mallett, 
who  interviewed  a marine  veteran,  A.  P. 
Baker.  L.  O.  Lukan  presided.  Miss  June 
O'Day  sang  the  National  Anthem.  Victor 
Adams  represented  Charles  P.  Skouras. 
Among  the  guests  were  Brig.  Gen.  Ely  P. 
Denson  and  Lieut.  Robert  Johnson,  repre- 
senting Admiral  Griffin. 

Joe  Moore  of  Havre,  Mont.,  bombardier  in 
the  army  air  force,  is  now  hospitalized  at 
Ft.  George  Wright  in  Spokane,  transferred 
there  from  a rest  home  in  Santa  Monica  . . . 
Members  of  the  welfare  and  recreation  di- 
vision of  the  13th  naval  district  gave  a 
farewell  dinner  at  the  Northwest  Film  Club 
in  honor  of  Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  C.  Christian- 
sen, who  has  left  for  duty  in  the  South 
Pacific. 

Oscar  Chiniquy  and  employes  of  the  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  gave  a dinner  in  honor 
of  Ruth  Gilman  Nelson  who  has  left  the 
company  after  eight  years  . . . James  Pike 
of  the  Empress  and  Rex  theatres  in  Spokane 
was  on  the  Row  with  Mrs.  Pike  booking. 

Harold  and  Lou  Navarre  were  here  for  a 
special  preview  . . . Chet  and  Sue  Nilsson 
were  back  from  the  California  trip  . . . 
Eldred  Bechtel  reported  his  wife  Agnes  has 
presented  him  with  a son,  named  Douglas 
Andrew  . . . Mrs.  Fax  Duncan  has  returned 
from  California.  She  was  accompanied  by 
her  sister,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Zabel,  whose  husband 
is  head  film  buyer  for  National  Theatres. 

Morrie  Nimmer,  now  in  the  navy,  visited 
the  Evergreen  offices  and  looked  much 
thinner  . . . Eddie  Yarborough  of  the  20th- 
Fox  publicity  department  in  California  was 
in  town  and  working  on  “Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn’’  ...  El  Keys,  booker  for  Midstate, 
was  in  from  Walla  Walla. 

NT  Chiefs  Study  Mexico 
Expansion  Prospects 

LOS  ANGELES — National  Theatres  Presi- 
dent Charles  P.  Skouras  and  several  aides 
were  in  Mexico  City  gathering  additional 
data  for  the  circuit’s  possible  expansion  in 
Mexico.  Accompanying  Skouras  were  Rick 
Ricketson,  president  of  Fox  Inter  mountain; 
B.  V.  Sturdivant,  supervisor  of  Fox  West 
Coast’s  northern  division;  R.  H.  McCullough, 
building  expert,  and  Mike  Naify  and  George 
Naify,  independent  theatre  operators  in 
northern  California. 


Western  Goes  Spanish 

Monogram  has  completed  dubbing  of  “Law 
of  the  Valley,”  first  western  to  be  dubbed  in 
Spanish  in  the  United  States.  Film  stars 
Johnny  Mack  Brown  with  Raymond  Hatton. 


Bogart  and  Stanwyck  to  Co-star 

Humphrey  Bogart  and  Barbara  Stanwyck 
will  play  in  “The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls”  for 
Warners. 


Colored  Lamps  Now  Available 

WESTERN  THEATRICAL 

Equ  ipment  Company 

222  Golden  Gate  Ave.  San  Francisco  2 

Phone:  Tuxedo  4484 


Gels  D-Day  Films 
Bui  Loses  His  Leg 

MILWAUKEE — Capt.  Herman  Wall,  a 
former  Milwaukeean  and  now  a Los  Angeles 
resident,  returned  to  England  D-Day  with 
the  first  pictures  of  the  landing  in  Nor- 
mandy, but  minus  his  left  leg.  Wall  hit 
the  beach  with  the  first  division  as  command- 
ing officer  of  the  165th  signal  company.  He 
had  previously  dispatched  pigeons  with  pre- 
cious 35mm  film  exposed  during  the  channel 
crossing. 

“I  never  saw  the  birds  again,  and  I guess 
nobody  else  ever  did,”  Wall  said.  “I  don’t 
know  where  that  film  went.” 

With  one  roll  remaining  in  his  Leica 
camera,  Captain  Wall  pointed  the  lens  from 
France  toward  the  oncoming  Allied  troops. 
He  lost  his  left  leg  in  the  explosion  of  a 
land  mine  or  mortar  shell. 

Discarding  all  of  his  equipment  except  the 
camera,  Wall  was  shipped  back  to  England 
where  he  called  an  officer  in  the  hospital: 

“Quick,  call  that  number  in  London.  I’ve 
got  a secret  package  here  that’s  got  to  get 
through,”  Wall  said. 

It  was  the  film  of  the  first  pictures  taken 
on  the  beachhead.  A London  officer  reached 
the  hospital,  returned  with  the  film,  and 
soon  the  pictures  were  radioed  to  the  United 
States. 

Wall,  a patient  at  Percy  Jones  general 
hospital,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  is  a native 
Milwaukeean.  A commercial  photographer, 
and  magazine  illustrator,  he  was  well  known 
on  the  Row  here  before  entering  service. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


The  midnight  curfew  and  all  its  consequences 

have  left  our  fair  city’s  theatre  men  with 
a slight  case  of  the  grumbles.  A spokesman 
for  the  California  Theatre  Ass’n  commented 
that  the  movie  houses  will  comply  with  any 
government  order.  Unofficially,  several  all- 
night  theatre  operators  declared  that  their 
midnight  shutdown  will  make  the  housing 
shortage  more  acute  for  nightly  hundreds  of 
service  men — unable  to  find  hotel  rooms — 
had  been  sleeping  in  the  theatres  until  they 
were  cleared  of  patrons  at  5 a.  m. 

Cecil  A.  West,  former  Ukiah  newspaper 
publisher,  is  home  again  as  manager  of  a 
theatre  there,  succeeding  Wally  Cowen.  Af- 
ter disposing  of  his  newspaper  interests  here 
25  years  ago,  West  went  to  Pittsburgh  where 
he  operated  a newspaper.  Cowen  takes  over 
management  of  five  theatres,  with  head- 
quarters at  Klamath  Falls. 

Exhibitors  were  poised  for  the  Red  Cross 
drive  after  the  precampaign  luncheon,  at- 
tended by  executives  of  all  branches  of  the 
industry  in  northern  California. 

Don  Brown,  motion  picture  operator,  for- 
merly of  Gilroy  but  more  recently  of  Benicia, 
is  the  new  manager  of  the  Los  Gatos  Theatre. 

Row  Reviews:  The  Blumenfeld  Theatres 
come  up  with  some  changes  in  personnel. 
Jack  Blumenfeld  leaves  the  United  Artist 
and  goes  over  to  the  Orpheum  as  manager. 
A1  Dunn  leaves  the  Esquire  and  takes  over 
management  of  the  United  Artists.  Lou  Wil- 
liams of  the  Orpheum  has  taken  himself 
down  to  Guatemala.  Manager  of  the  Es- 
quire is  to  date  a mystery. 

Tony  Bou,  operator  of  theatres  at  Mentoda 
and  Kerman,  is  the  papa  of  a baby  girl 
named  Maria  Teresa  Bou. 


LOS  ANGELES 


^•he  Jade  Mask,”  Monogram  Charlie  Chan 

film,  was  booked  by  the  local  Orpheum 
Theatre  for  the  week  of  March  13  . . . Stan 
Pariseau,  Altec  city  manager,  was  Salt  Lake 
City  bound  on  business  . . . Allen  Swartz, 
engineer  for  Altec  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  became 
the  father  of  a son. 

Herman  Gould,  former  Kansas  City  the- 
atre operator,  stepped  into  the  managerial 
post  of  Las  Vegas’  Huntridge.  He  replaced 
A.  J.  Simmons,  resigned. 

A1  and  Rube  Snadow  will  handle  the  local 
Aliena  showcase  for  its  owner,  Joe  Skirball, 
whose  illness  prevents  his  carrying  on  with 
the  job. 

Sam  Clark,  Warners  west  coast  exploiteer, 
headed  for  San  Francisco  to  set  up  open- 
ings for  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot,”  “Roughly 
Speaking”  and  “Hotel  Berlin”  . . . Follow- 
ing his  Palm  Springs  vacation,  Frank  L. 
Newman,  president  of  the  Evergreen  circuit, 
made  tracks  for  Seattle. 

Filmrow  friends  were  saddened  by  the  news 
of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Betty  Berkoff,  63,  who 
succumbed  at  the  Hollywood  Hospital  fol- 
lowing a major  operation.  Sincere  condo- 
lences were  extended  to  her  sons:  Louis,  local 
theatre  operator,  and  Eugene,  in  the  navy; 
and  daughters,  Freda  and  Olga.  Mrs.  Berkoff 
had  been  in  vaudeville  for  many  years,  at 
one  time  appearing  with  a Russian  troupe 
on  the  Orpheum,  Pantages  and  Sullivan- 
Considine  circuits. 

Visiting  locally — Arthur  Kempton,  mana- 
ger of  the  Aztec  and  Rex  theatres  in  Phoe- 
nix; Harry  Michalson,  short  subject  sales 
head  for  RKO’s  home  office,  accompanied 
by  Bob  Folliard,  captain  of  the  Ned  Depi- 
net  sales  drive  . . . Joe  Skirball  was  con- 
sidering the  sale  of  his  local  Aliena  Theatre 
to  a prospective  buyer.  Ditto  for  Irwin  Kano- 
witz,  who  owns  the  Union  showcase.  Both 
deas  were  pending. 

Business  tripping  to  Phoenix  and  Tucson 
were  Andy  Krappman,  Fox  West  Coast  south- 
ern California  supervisor,  and  W.  H.  Lollier, 
the  circuit’s  real  estate  head  . . . Harold 
Richmond,  local  showman,  has  purchased 
E.  D.  Seekins’  Brentwood  Theatre. 


Camerons  Dealt  Twin 
Blows  by  111  Fate 

DALLAS — A few  hours  after  his  arrival 
here  to  be  with  his  seriously  ailing  father, 
Guy  Cameron  of  Santa  Monica  received  word 
that  his  manager,  Joe  Price,  and  the  latter’s 
wife  had  been  injured  in  a California  motor 
car  crash.  Mrs.  Price  died  and  her  husband 
was  expected  to  die. 

Cameron’s  father,  P.  G.  Cameron,  vet- 
eran Texas  exhibitor,  is  being  attended  by 
four  specialists  in  Baylor  Hospital.  He  will 
undergo  an  operation  in  about  ten  days.  The 
elder  Cameron  recently  sold  his  four  the- 
atres here  to  the  J.  G.  Long  circuit. 

Guy  Cameron  was  notified  of  the  tragedy 
involving  his  Aero  Theatre  manager  and  wife 
in  a wire  from  Earl  Johnson,  the  theatre’s 
booker.  At  the  same  time  he  was  informed 
that  a temporary  manager  had  been  sup- 
plied for  the  Santa  Monica  showcase  by  Fox 
West  Coast  Theatres  and  that  his  theatre 
was  being  kept  open. 


Add  Four  to  Cast  of  "Divorce" 

Additions  to  Monogram’s  “Divorce”  are 
Ruth  Lee,  Jerome  Cowan,  Virginia  Wave 
and  Reid  Kilpatrick. 
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Loops  Curfew  Saturday 
Night  Like  New  Years 


Monroe  Theatre  Bldg. 
Sold  for  $325,000 

CHICAGO — The  Crown  Bldg.  Corp.,  headed 
by  James  N.  Jovan,  head  of  the  realty  com- 
pany bearing  his  name  and  operator  of  the 
Globe  Film  Co.,  distributors,  purchased  the 
Monroe  Theatre  Bldg,  last  week  for  an  indi- 
cated consideration  of  $325,000  of  which 
$225,000  was  a purchase  money  mortgage  at 
four  per  cent  interest.  Previously  it  was  an- 
nounced here  that  Jovan  and  associates  had 
leased  the  1,000-seat  auditorium.  With  the 
purchase  of  the  building,  announcements  were 
made  of  an  extensive  repair  and  improvement 
program,  to  be  executed  when  materials  are 
available. 

The  Monroe  building  was  purchased  sev- 
eral years  ago  by  the  late  Samuel  Insull, 
utilities  magnate,  for  a reputed  million  dol- 
lars. 

Prior  to  that,  it  housed  the  Chicago  Real 
Estate  Board  and  before  that,  the  Inter- 
Ocean,  a then  leading  Chicago  daily  paper. 
Prior  to  the  erection  of  the  present  structure, 
the  site  was  occupied  by  the  Columbia  Thea- 
tre, playing  musicals  and  managed  by  the 
interests  which  had  Hooley’s,  Powers  and  the 
Illinois  theatres.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire 
with  no  loss  of  life. 

Jovan  said  the  Monroe  will  continue  to 
operate,  but  has  not  yet  determined  a policy 
for  the  present  or  for  the  future  after 
modernization  of  the  house  has  been  realized. 
He  might,  he  announced,  offer  a single  fea- 
ture and  newsreels  as  his  program.  Prior  to 
Jovan’s  taking  over,  the  Monroe  was  operated 
by  Lubliner  & Trinz. 

Universal  Roll  'Em  Hot 
And  Takes  Good  Lead 

CHICAGO  — Piling  up  scores  that  looked 
like  the  war  debt,  Universal  rolled  its  way 
into  a two-game  lead  in  the  Chicago  Motion 
Picture  Bowling  League  last  week.  Shooting 
an  865,  a 947  and  a 934,  the  Universal  boys 
really  laid  ’em  in  the  alley  and  downed  War- 
ners for  a pair.  V.  Swanson  of  Film  Chauf- 
feurs got  nine  strikes  in  a row ; the  Chauffeurs 
took  a duo  from  Metro,  and  Jack  Kirsch  kept 
up  the  night’s  good  work  by  making  ten 
strikes  in  succession  and  shot  high,  wide  and 
handsome  to  help  Republic  grab  a pair  from 
Monogram.  All  in  all,  it  was  a large  evening. 

Universal  now  has  a high  three-game  total 
of  2,745;  Metro  next  with  2,723.  Individual 
leaders  in  the  three-game  totals  are  F.  Hanze- 
lin,  with  684  and  Kirsch  with  675.  Republic 
took  team  high  for  a single  game  with  958; 
Chauffeurs  next  with  954,  while  V.  Swanson 
with  279  is  high  for  a single  game,  followed 
by  E.  Klass  with  249. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 

Won  Lost 

Universal  39  30 

Film  Chauffeurs  37  32 

Monogram  37  32 

Metro  35  33 

Republic  33  3G 

Warners  25  44 

INDIVIDUAL  STANDINGS 

Avg. 

C.  Stocketh  (Univ)  179 

V.  Swanson  (FC)  178 

F.  Hanzelin  (Univ)  178 

E.  Klass  (FC) 178 

P.  Shoemaker  (M-G-M)  174 

C.  Keim  (M-G-M)  172 

A.  Fischer  (M-G-M) , 172 

E.  Friedman  (Univ) 170 

N.  Rafelski  (Rep) 170 

Father  of  Actors  Maynard 
Buried  at  Columbus,  Ind. 

COLUMBUS,  IND. — The  funeral  of  William 
H.  Maynard,  80,  father  of  Ken  and  Kermit 
Maynard,  western  film  actors  was  held  here 
recently.  He  died  at  the  Bartholomew  Coun- 
ty Hospital.  Kermit  Maynard  flew  here  for 
the  services  but  Ken  Maynard  was  unable  to 
come  on  account  of  illness. 


Rains  Cause  Floods  That 
Close  Indiana  Highways 

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana  cities  along  the 
Ohio  River  are  having  some  moderate  floods 
following  rains  of  an  inch  or  more  last  week. 
A flood  crest  rolling  down  the  Ohio  was  ex- 
pected to  reach  Evansville  and  all  points 
along  the  river  by  last  weekend.  The  pre- 
cipitation caused  the  closing  of  several  state 
highways,  including  No.  66  south  of  Derby, 
245  south  of  Lamar,  257  north  of  Otwell,  39 
south  of  Tampico,  56  at  Aurora  and  south  of 
Rising  Sun  and  No.  235  east  of  Medora. 

Cross  Duty  Won't  End 
Till  All  Boys  Return 

MILWAUKEE — Approximately  150  exhibi- 
tors and  distributors  attended  the  Red  Cross 
drive  kick-off  meeting  at  Hotel  Schroeder. 

“Not  until  the  last  service  man  is  home 
and  rehabilitated  will  the  Red  Cross  have 
completed  its  wartime  responsibility,’’  key- 
noted Margaret  T.  Sharp,  executive  director 
of  the  Milwaukee  County  Red  Cross  chapter. 
“Even  if  victory  does  come  in  1945,  the  Red 
Cross  this  year  faces  the  greatest  task  in  our 
history.’’ 

How  the  Red  Cross  aided  service  men,  12,- 
000  miles  from  home  in  India,  was  related  by 
Sgt.  Anthony  Grasso,  24,  Springfield,  Mass. 
A gunner  on  a B25,  chiefly  over  Burma. 

Robert  M.  Mochrie  of  RKO  and  M.  A. 
Lightman  of  the  Malco  circuit,  Memphis,  re- 
quested distributors  to  inform  exhibitors  in 
Wisconsin  and  upper  Michigan  of  the  service 
they  give  to  humanity  by  taking  up  Red  Cross 
collections  at  all  showings  during  the  cam- 
paign, March  15-26. 

Theatres  in  Wisconsin  and  upper  Michigan, 
that  collected  $54,000  for  the  Red  Cross  in 
1943  and  $99,000  last  year,  can  do  even  better 
this  year,  stated  Harry  J.  Fitzgerald,  state 
chairman  of  the  WAC. 

Harry  Perlewitz  of  Independent  Theatres 
Operators  said:  “We  checked  several  of  our 
theatres  utilizing  outside  help  in  the  solicita- 
tion of  funds  for  the  recent  March  of  Dimes, 
such  as  the  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts,  and  dis- 
covered that  where  this  help  was  utilized, 
collections  were  higher  than  when  not  used. 
So,  make  use  of  outside  help  in  the  Red  Cross 
drive.” 

Lightman  said;  “With  11  or  12  days  for 
collection  on  the  Red  Cross  drive  in  this  state, 
encourage  those  exhibitors  that  fell  behind 
in  previous  drives.  You  boys  in  distribution 
get  going.  There’s  no  quota  for  the  Red 
Cross.” 

Harold  Wirthwein,  distribution  chairman 
said:  “A  quota  of  $1  a seat  in  each  theatre 
has  been  set  as  a minimum.  But  there  is  no 
overall  quota.  We  don’t  want  any  theatres 
to  fail  to  hold  collections.” 


Cy  Fabian  and  Abe  Montague  Address 
Indiana  Leaders  on  the  Drive 

INDIANAPOLIS — Distributors  and  county 
and  state  leaders  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry heard  two  national  representatives, 
Abe  Montague,  Columbia  general  sales  man- 
ager, and  Cy  Fabian,  general  chairman  ol 
the  motion  picture  WAC,  discuss  national 
plans  for  the  Red  Cross  campaign  at  a meet- 
ing in  Hotel  Lincoln  here  Sunday  last  week 
(25). 


CHICAGO — Jimmy  Byrnes’  invasion  of  the 
bistro-beachhead  nearly  backed  the  global 
war  off  the  front  pages.  Night  clubs  took  it 
meekly  on  the  chin.  Nobody  fought  back, 
even  in  a whisper,  lest  they  be  accused  of 
being  unpatriotic.  However,  Chicago’s  first 
Saturday  night  under  the  new  curfew  edict 
brought  one  of  the  biggest  crowds  of  weekend 
merrymakers  in  the  city’s  history. 

Randolph  St.,  in  the  loop,  was  roaring.  Cus- 
tomers were  queued  in  front  most  of  the 
theatres,  cabarets  and  bars  from  Wells  to 
State  streets.  Most  of  the  loop  theatres  had 
holdouts  until  the  start  of  the  last  show.  In 
the  neighborhood  entertainment  sectors  it  was 
the  same  story.  Of  course,  business  is  good, 
but  it  can’t  be  great  when  the  late  show 
is  practically  eliminated  and  the  extra  late 
shows  gone  but  not  forgotten. 

The  throngs  were  joking  and  friendly,  chat- 
tering to  strangers.  Police  reported  no  out- 
breaks of  overboisterous  hilarity. 

All  cafes  are  putting  on  their  shows  at  8 
and  10:30  p.  m.,  then  calling  it  a night — and 
ether  things.  With  12  strikes  on  all  of  them, 
it’s  anybody’s  guess  which  will  survive,  if  any. 

A traffic  cop  at  Randolph  and  Dearborn 
streets  moped  his  brow.  “It’s  the  biggest  Sat- 
urday night  I can  remember.  There  must  be 
a million  people  in  the  loop.  It’s  like  nothing 
else  but  New  Year’s  Eve.” 

It  was  a record-breaking  crowd,  which  did 
an  abrupt  about-face  for  home  at  the  stroke 
of  midnight.  But  the  way  home  was  beset 
with  two  bad  hours  for  straphangers  and 
cab-seekers.  Unfilled  taxicabs  were  scarce, 
but  thousands  hailed  them  to  no  avail,  other 
than  to  reconcile  themselves  to  riding  home 
on  the  jammed  street  cars  and  the  El  trains. 

C.  C.  Alexander  Named 
Illinois  District  Chief 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLO.— The  Alex- 
ander Film  Co.  announces  that  C.  C.  Alexan- 
der, sales  representative  for  18  years  in  that 
district,  has  been  promoted  to  district  man- 
ager of  Illinois  and  southern  Wisconsin.  Carl 
W.  Brismaster,  district  manager  of  northern 
Michigan,  has  his  territory  extended  to  cover 
northern  Wisconsin.  Minnesota  has  been  in- 
cluded in  the  Denver  district,  managed  by 
Ralph  Bonar,  assistant  to  the  president. 

These  changes  were  made  due  to  the  death 
of  M.  L.  Williams,  who  was  assistant  to  the 
president  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  area. 

Marshall  Williams  Killed 
In  Car  Skid  Near  Elgin 

CHICAGO— Marshall  L.  Williams,  51,  ol 
493  North  St.,  Elgin,  well-known  figure  on 
Chicago’s  Filmrow,  was  killed  early  in  Febru- 
ary when  his  auto  skidded  and  crashea 
against  a tree,  five  miles  east  of  Elgin.  Wil- 
liams, local  manager  of  the  Alexander  Film 
Corp.,  is  survived  by  his  wife  Marguerite,  a 
son  Wallace  and  a daughter  Shirley. 


Showman  Quits  Race 

ST.  LOUIS — Harry  Crawford,  manager  of 
the  Missouri  Theatre  here,  has  withdrawn 
from  the  race  for  the  Republican  nomination 
for  alderman  of  the  25th  ward.  His  action 
left  the  field  clear  for  Floyd  L.  McKinney,  a 
lawyer  and  World  War  I veteran.  Crawford 
explained  that  when  he  filed  for  the  nomina- 
tion he  believed  that  the  condition  of  Mc- 
Kinney’s health  would  not  permit  him  to 
make  the  race. 
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•■Phe  Downtown  Theatre  is  dark  again.  The 
vaudeville-film  policy  failed  to  click.  Talk 
of  reverting  to  the  old  burlesque  policy  has 
been  dropped.  The  latest  report  is  the  place 
will  go  legitimate,  with  the  first  attraction 
to  be  “Follow  the  Girls,”  starring  Gertrude 
Niesen  and  backed  largely  by  local  moola. 

W.  F.  Kruse  of  Bell  & Howell  heads  a com- 
mittee which  will  meet  here  March  15  to  dis- 
cuss unity  among  producers  of  photograph 
equipment,  16mm  products  and  other  non- 
theatrical material  in  the  motion  picture- 
photo  categories,  and  make  postwar  plans  for 
absorption  of  manpower,  particularly  return- 
ing veterans,  create  a forum  for  the  open 
discussion  of  problems  and  so  on. 

A1  Simon’s  “Pump  room  of  the  Row”  cele- 
brated eight  years  of  dishing  out  super-eats 
and  presented  a nosegay  to  all  customers  last 
week  . . . Jack  Belasco,  the  Woods  manager, 
said  it  was  so  quiet  on  Randolph  St.  Monday 
night  that  when  the  curfew  rang  that  Joe 
Sherman,  the  ex-boxfighter,  bounded  up  out 
of  his  Downbeat  room  and  began  shadowbox- 
ing. 

A1  Raymer  of  Indiana-Illinois  Theatres 
says  that  in  the  brownout  a fellow  walking 
down  the  street  with  his  girl  often  winds  up 
at  the  end  of  the  block  with  some  other 
fellow’s.  Is  that  bad?  . . . Ira  L.  Flemming, 
motion  picture  sound  and  television  expert, 
has  been  named  chief  field  engineer  for  the 
DeVry  Corp.  . . . The  Reel  Fellows  Club  is 
all  ready  with  a “real”  donation  for  the  Red 
Cross. 

Harry  Braun  is  now  manager  of  the  Em- 
bassy, replacing  Ted  Grant,  resigned  . . . 
Stanley  Nicholson,  former  assistant  at  the 
Vogue,  has  been  upped  to  manager  of  the 
Devon  . . . Benny  Fields  at  the  Rio  Cabana 
was  kidded  about  doing  a Saturday  matinee 
when  this  routine  was  added  to  the  policy. 
“It’s  better  to  be  a matinee  idol,”  cracked 
Benny,  “than  to  be  just  plain  idle.” 

Sol  Cohen  of  the  Dezel  offices  was  back  on 
the  Row  after  three  weeks  in  and  about  Ohio 
. . . Film  Classics  is  much  in  evidence  in  the 
loop  again,  having  five  reissues  distributed 
among  the  Grand,  LaSalle  and  Monroe  thea- 
tres . . . Connie  Trent,  Girl  Friday  to  Hank 
Porter  at  National  Screen  for  three  years,  has 
joined  the  Wac  . . . Jack  Lieb,  camera  ace  for 
News  of  the  Day,  was  the  speaker  at  a Rotary 
luncheon  in  the  Sherman  Hotel  last  week  and 
spell-bound  everybody  with  his  tales  of  how 
it  goes  on  the  European  fighting  front,  from 
which  he  just  returned. 

The  Lake  Shore  Theatre  broke  into  print 
with  the  news  that  the  current  attraction,  an 
Edvard  Persson  comedy,  “Life  in  the  Coun- 
try,” was  flown  to  the  USA  by  clipper  for  a 
premiere  . . . Jack  Krafcisin,  pioneer  theatre 
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man,  has  taken  over  the  Apollo,  47th  and 
Forestville,  which  Harold  Abbott  has  been 
operating  for  several  years.  The  former 
owned  the  building  since  1926.  He  also  oper- 
ates the  Cornell.  The  Apollo  is  one  of  the 
oldest  show  places  in  Chicago,  having  opened 
in  1919  as  one  of  the  original  film-stage 
houses  in  this  area. 

John  Sutton  of  Hollywood  was  in  making 
shorts  for  the  war  finance  department — 
For  the  Seventh  War  Loan,  probably  . . . 
Lieut.  Robert  Taylor  was  a stopover  on  his 
way  to  Washington  to  confer  with  naval  of- 
ficials about  additional  technical  films  he’ll 
help  direct.  His  first  naval  film,  made  at 
Glenview  air  station,  has  been  given  a 
hearty  stamp  of  approval. 

Janis  Page,  19-year-old  starlet  towed 
around  by  Ted  Tod,  Warner  publicist,  made 
the  papers  by  saying  she  had  never  seen  a 
tall  building  an  El  train  or  a few  other  things 
until  she  came  here.  Well,  it  was  a good 
story  anyway  . . . Bill  Weinshenker,  Universal 
salesman,  is  a grandpappy,  his  daughter 
Cecille  and  husband,  David  Echt,  being  the 
parents  of  a baby  girl. 

Memorial  services  were  held  March  3 for 
Pvt.  Harry  H.  Russell,  marines,  formerly  of 
the  B&K  Luna  Theatre  staff,  who  was  killed 
in  action  in  the  South  Pacific  area  Septem- 
ber 30.  Members  of  the  B&K  Club  attended 
the  services,  conducted  in  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Church  . . . Vic  Bernstein  of  Monogram,  and 
recently  of  the  army,  is  keeping  his  GI  figger 
by  playing  handball  with  George  Topper 
who,  since  the  curfew,  gets  out  of  his  Star 
& Garter  and  Haymarket  theatres  in  time  to 
relax  a little. 

Bill  Bishop,  Metro  publicist  is  Edgargesting 
this  to  Leo  the  Lionites  in  service:  “The  pubs 
and  bars  now  close  at  12  as  per  our  Prexy’s 
ruling;  and  if  I tell  you  I don’t  mind  . . . 
why  brother,  I'm  just  fooling.” 

Joe  Lorenz,  formerly  of  Warners’  Frolic 
and  now  a World  War  II  veteran,  is  assistant 
manager  at  the  Paramount,  Hammond  . . . 
Pvt.  Bernard  Jerding,  formerly  of  the  Hamil- 
ton staff  who  was  wounded  in  France  last 
December,  has  received  a Purple  Heart  and 
a badge  . . . Eugene  Atkinson  of  Local  110 
has  set  a Red  Cross  quota  for  his  boys  of 
$15,000. 

The  Reel  Fellows  Club  has  national  aspira- 
tions. This  pioneer  film  salesman’s  group 
wants  to  embrace  other  similar  groups  and 
clubs  and  to  create  clubs  where  there  are 
none.  Saul  Goldman,  secretary  of  the  local 
organization,  says  the  only  object  is  to  pro- 
mote harmony  and  good  will  among  film 
salesmen  throughout  the  country  on  an  inter- 
fraternal  basis. 

Herb  Elisburg,  holidaying  in  Miami  from 
his  Studio  Theatre,  says  there  are  about  200 
M-G-Mers  down  there  filming  "They  Were 
Expendable,"  among  them  Robert  Montgom- 
ery, Ward  Bond,  John  Wayne,  Director  John 
Ford,  et  al.,  so  Herb,  running  the  gamut  of 
autograph  seekers  every  day,  has  to  explain 
that  he  is  a mere  nobody. 

George  B.  Poulos  and  his  brother  Victor 
have  bought  the  Emmett  Theatre  on  Went- 
worth Ave.  from  George  Petrolaus,  retiring 
from  the  business.  The  brothers  also  operate 
the  Center,  Bensonville;  the  Aida,  Ogelsby, 
in  Illinois,  and  the  Ace  at  Hessville,  Ind. 

Julius  Goodman  and  his  wife  are  sunning 
in  Florida.  He’s  of  the  Goodman-Harrison 
circuit  . . . Teen-Screen  magazine  debuts 
April  1,  and  is  of,  by  and  for  the  bobby - 
sockers  with  plenty  of  pinups,  etc.  Offices 
are  in  the  RKO  Bldg.,  13th  and  Wabash  Ave. 


. . . David  Bruce,  who  made  himself  as  popu- 
lar as  an  anthill  at  a picnic  when  he  cracked 
that  Northwestern  coeds  were  plug-ugly  be- 
fore breakfast,  should  know.  He  married  one. 
Miss  Cynthia  Sory  when  he  was  also  an  NU 
student  known  as  Marden  "Andy”  McBroom. 

Will  Hays,  president  of  the  MPPDA,  and 
Mrs.  Hays  were  stopovers  in  town  last  week- 
end on  their  way  to  New  York  from  Holly- 
wood . . . Dale  Harrison  noticed  in  the  news- 
reels of  the  fight  for  Manila  a dramatic  shot 
showing  an  American  soldier  prone  on  the 
ground  shooting  in  a Manila  park,  and  di- 
rectly behind  him  and  his  blazing  gun  is  a 
sign  in  American:  "Do  not  pick  the  flowers.” 

Walt  Disney  was  here  for  the  premiere  of 
his  “Three  Caballeros”  at  the  RKO  Palace 
this  week  . . . P.  J.  Dee,  president  of  Alliance 
circuit,  and  Lawrence  F.  Stern,  former  the- 
atre official  and  now  a banker,  are  in  the 
Stevens  Hotel  deal,  headed  by  Conrad  Hilton 
of  the  hotel  chain  bearing  his  name.  The 
3,000-roomer  was  taken  over  from  Steve  Healy 
and  associates  recently  for  a neat  seven  mil- 
lion . . . “Since  You  Went  Away”  is  soloing 
in  46  theatres  simultaneously  with  some  added 
newspaper  space  being  taken  by  the  neighbor- 
hoods for  this  hit. 


Eva  Johnson  Marks  Up  Top 
Scores  in  Filmrow  Loop 

MILWAUKEE  — Eva  Johnson  marked  up 
both  the  single  and  three-game  top  scores 
in  the  Filmrow  Girls  Bowling  League  last 
week.  Single  game:  Johnson,  157;  Anne 
Gapinski,  148,  144.  Three-game:  Johnson, 
415;  Jo  Tomasik,  412;  Gapinski,  385. 


TEAM  STANDINGS 


Sport  Chumps 
Four  Lassies  ... 
Screen  Snaps  . 

Aristo  Cats  

Tin  Pan  Alley. 

Alley  Kats  

Angel  Pusses  . 
Gay  Sisters  


Won 

Lost 

45 

24 

43 

26 

36 

33 

36 

33 

34 

35 

32 

37 

.....  30 

39 

24 

45 

Team  No.  2 Turns  in  Top  Score 
But  No.  8 Still  Leads  League 

MILWAUKEE— Team  No.  2 of  the  IATSE 
Bowling  League  piled  up  a three-game  high 
of  2,634  last  week,  but  No.  8 still  led  the 
league  by  a very  comfortable  margin. 

Other  three-game  scores:  No.  5,  2,613;  No. 
7,  2,556.  No.  5 rolled  the  highest  single  game, 
974.  Elmer  Klase  had  the  three-game  indi- 
vidual high,  662,  the  Harry  Eifert,  656,  and 
George  Brader,  646.  Brader  also  had  the  high 
single  game  of  the  week,  267,  and  Charles 
Bums  was  next,  257,  and  Myrl  Melton,  256. 


TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won 

Lost 

Team  No. 

8 

48 

22 

No. 

5 - 

42 

30 

No. 

3 

39 

33 

No. 

7 

38 

34 

No. 

4 

34 

33 

No. 

2 

32 

40 

No 

1 

..  30 

42 

No. 

6 

29 

43 

Season  records  include : 

Klase,  182-12,  54  games. 

George  Mace,  181-47,  57  games. 
Ray  Kieren,  175-31,  60  games. 

Spots  Methenitis,  175-27,  30  games. 
Roger  Mace,  169-49,  72  games. 
Brader,  168-29,  69. 

Arthur  Weaver,  168-29,  69. 

Robert  Lucht,  167-29,  48. 

William  Reagan,  165-1,  63. 

Otto  Trampe,  164,  51. 


Star  Maker  Kit 

MILWAUKEE— Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  presi- 
dent of  Fox  Wisconsin  Amusement  Corp.,  de- 
veloped a Star  Maker  kit  consisting  of  seven 
ads  pocketed  in  an  attractive  folder.  Data  on 
the  new  20th-Fox  stars  is  given  in  the  ads. 
Each  ad  is  laid  out,  and  suggestions  for  its 
use  are  given. 
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"Millions"  Is  Sweei 
Indianapolis  Music 

INDIANAPOLIS— “Music  for  Millions”  at 
Loew’s  led  the  boxoffice  parade.  All  first  run 
houses  made  average  or  better.  Business  at 
the  subsequent  run  houses  has  been  off  since 
the  brownout  went  into  effect. 

(Average  is  100) 

Alamo — Old  Texas  Trail  (Univ);  My  Buddy  (Rep)....  90 
Circle — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 


Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 115 

Indiana — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ);  Grissly's 

Millions  (Rep)  100 

Loew's — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M) 140 

Lyric — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO),  Brazil 

(Rep),  2nd  wk 110 


St.  Louis  Hits  120  in  Fourth 
Week  at  Milwaukee  Strand 

MILWAUKEE — “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  hit 
120  in  the  fourth  week  at  the  Strand,  as  did 
“Objective,  Burma!”  at  the  Warner.  Other 
houses  registered  average  business.  From 
this  it  is  evident  that  brownout  has  not 
caused  patrons  to  forget  the  location  of  the 
theatres. 


Alhambra — The  Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

2nd  wk.;  Army  Wives  (Mono)  100 

Palace — This  Man's  Navy  (M-G-M);  Blonde 

Fever  (M-G-M)  100 

Riverside — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO),  plus  Jean 

Parker  on  stage  100 

Strand — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  4th  wk.; 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M) 120 

Warner — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  2nd  wk 110 

Wisconsin — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th- 
Fox);  The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 100 


Fine  Receipts  at  All  Chicago 
Showcases  Despite  Curfew,  Etc. 

CHICAGO — Curfew,  Lent,  brownouts  and 
the  approaching  “tax-ides”  of  March  did  not, 
collectively  or  otherwise,  do  much  to  stem 
the  stream  of  theatregoers  eager  to  see  such 
much-publicized  attractions  as  “Meet  Me  in 
St.  Louis,”  “Murder,  My  Sweet,”  “Mrs.  Park- 
ington”  and  “Town  Went  Wild,”  plus  Henry 
Busse  with  his  band.  Even  “The  Sign  of  the 
Cross,”  with  Claudette  Colbert  sandaled  and 
haltered,  dug  out  of  the  mothballs,  and  piled 
up  a nice  gross.  The  DeMille  opus  was  brought 
back  into  the  Garrick  by  B&K  bookers  who 
thus  added  another  somber  touch  to  the  sable 
cloak  of  Randolph  St.  as  a Lenten  concession, 
perhaps.  “Wuthering  Heights”  and  “Topper,” 
a pair  of  veterans,  brought  plenty  of  people 
to  the  RKO  Grand  where  everyone  had  a 
good  cry  over  Heathcliffe  and  welcomed  the 
whimsical  “Topper”  as  a chaser.  So,  while  the 
theatres  did  right  by  our  Jimmy  Byrnes  and 
clamped  up  at  midnight,  the  public  did  right 
by  the  boxoffices  and  a good  time  and  fine 
receipts  were  had  by  all. 

Apollo — Guest  in  the  House  (UA) 115 

Chicago — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  plus 

Rose  Marie,  Lou  Breese  band  on  stage 135 

Downtown — Hi,  Beautiful  (Univ),  plus  Lionel 

Hampton  orchestra  on  stage 110 

Garrick — Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para),  reissue 115 

Grand — Wuthering  Heights  (UA),  Topper  (M-G-M, 

reissues  110 

Oriental — The  Town  Went  Wild  (PRC),  plus  Henry 

Busse  band  on  stage 125 

Palace — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO);  Her  Lucky 

Night  (Univ)  115 

Roosevelt — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  3rd  wk 105 

State-Lake — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

5th  wk 100 

Studio — Ecstasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC), 

8th  wk 110 

United  Artists — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk...l  10 

Woods — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 105 

World  Playhouse — Rembrandt  (Korda);  Divorce  of 
Lady  X (Korda) 105 
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HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 


CENTRAL  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Christ  Zotos,  owner  of 
the  Roosevelt  Theatre 
at  810  N.  Leffingwell, 
St.  Louis,  is  the  very 
embodiment  of  the 
American  success 
story,  both  as  a show- 
man and  as  a fine  citi- 
zen. He  started  in 
show  business  in  1907, 
and  for  several  years 
successfully  operated 
several  nickelodeons. 
Zotos  fought  in  World 
War  I,  went  to  his  native  Greece  and  mar- 
ried. He  returned  to  St.  Louis  and  opened 
his  present  600-seater  in  1924.  He  has  a son 
in  the  army  in  Belgium  and  another  son  in 
school.  He  is  a member  of  Ahepa  and  Mo- 
tion Picture  Exhibitors  Ass’n. 

Back  in  the  days  when 
Wally  Reid  was  the 
idol  of  motion  picture 
fans,  Joseph  Litvag, 
owner  of  the  Apollo 
Theatre  in  St.  Louis, 
entered  the  motion 
picture  business. 

Through  the  good 
years  and  bad,  Litvag 
has  faithfully  adhered 
to  the  guiding  princi- 
ple of  any  good  show- 
man, “satisfy  your  au- 
diences.” He  is  a member  of  several  exhibi- 
tor organizations  in  St.  Louis  and  has 
a son,  Irving  Litvag,  who  is  now  attend- 
ing school.  Litvag  says  he  has  no  hobbies  in 
particular  other  than  that  of  being  success- 
ful as  a theatre  man. 


Shortly  after  being  re- 
leased from  the  army, 
James  Bikos  of  Gary, 
Ind.,  entered  the  mo- 
tion picture  business 
there  in  1920.  Since 
that  period,  he  has 
been  active  in  the  in- 
dustry, and  today, 
owns  the  Roxy  and 
Fifth  Avenue  theatres 
in  Gary.  Bikos  has  a 
“silent  partner”  in  the 
person  of  his  cousin, 
Peter  Bikos.  He  is  married  and  has  a son  and 
a daughter,  Anthony  and  Chrestine,  17  and 
15  years  of  age,  respectively,  who  attend  the 
Lew  Wallace  High  School  in  Gary.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion;  his  chief 
hobby  is  pictures. 

Harry  Tanner,  opera- 
tor of  the  Liberty  at 
Vandalia,  111.,  the 
Roseland  at  Pana  and 
the  Palace  at  Nokomis, 
takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of 
his  community  and  for 
a hobby  watches  the 
development  of  world 
affairs.  He  entered 
theatre  business  in  1920 
and  is  a member  of  the 
Independent  Exhibi- 
tors Ass’n.  Tanner  is  also  active  in  the  Elks, 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Rotary  Club  and 
B’nai  B’rith.  He  has  three  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Two  of  the  sons  are  in  the  army 
and  another  is  an  aeronautical  instructor  for 
the  marines. 


In  the  oil  business  for 
a number  of  years, 
Fred  W.  Anderson, 
Morris,  111.,  had  a 
change  of  heart,  and 
in  1924  decided  he 
would  enter  the  indus- 
try. He  started  the 
Rialto  Theatre,  Coal 
City,  111.,  and  since 
then  has  added  ten 
houses,  all  in  Illinois. 
Among  his  theatres 
are  the  Egyptian  and 
Fargo  in  De  Kalb,  the  Morris  and  Times  in 
Morris,  the  Naper  in  Naperville,  the  Esquire 
in  Plainfield,  the  Barge  in  Seneca,  and  the 
Wilton  in  Wilmington.  He  is  not  a member  of 
an  exhibitor  or  fraternal  organization.  Ander- 
son’s pastime  is  breeding  horses  and  cattle. 


A friendly  and  emi- 
nently successful 
showman  Robert  C. 
Cluster  of  Salem,  111., 
is  a genuine  pioneer 
of  the  industry,  hav- 
ing started  his  career 
as  a projectionist  at 
Christopher,  111.,  in 
1907.  He  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  MPTO  of 
St.  Louis  and  operator 
of  eight  theatres,  the 
Lyric,  Salem  and  Globe 
at  Salem;  the  Palace,  Johnston  City,  111.,  and 
the  Massac  and  Royal  at  Metropolis.  Clus- 
ter is  a bank  director,  vice-president  of  the 
local  hospital  and  a director  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  He  is  a Rotarian  and  his 
hobbies  are  hunting  and  fishing. 


Perhaps  it  was  Leon- 
ard G.  Borer’s  dream, 
to  become  owner  of  a 
motion  picture  thea- 
tre. At  any  rate,  his 
first  house,  opened  in 
Chicago  in  1912,  was 
named  the  Dreamland. 

He  ran  this  house  un- 
til 1915,  when  he 
changed  his  residence 
to  Dixon,  111.  Head  of 
the  Dixon  and  Lee 
theatres  there,  Rorer 
does  not  belong  to  an  exhibitor  organization. 
He  has  three  children,  two  sons  and  a daugh- 
ter, all  attending  school  in  Dixon.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Elks  and  Masons,  and  his 
favorite  diversions  are  golf,  bowling  and 
farming. 


F.  E.  Barnes,  owner  of 
the  Carmi  and  Strand 
theatres  at  Carmi,  111., 
is  not  only  a 20- Year 
Showman  but  also  a 
30-Year  Showman, 
having  entered  the 
theatre  business  in 
1915  in  Norris  City,  111. 

He  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  civic  affairs 
and,  since  the  war, 
has  been  devoting  long 
hours  to  all  campaigns 
in  support  of  the  War  effort.  Barnes  has 
given  a son,  Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  C.  Barnes,  to 
the  U.S.  navy.  This  exhibitor  and  business 
man  finds  time,  despite  his  many  duties,  to 
indulge  his  hobbies  of  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing. 
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IJoward  Krueger,  latest  part-time  addition 
to  the  National  Screen  Service  force,  is 
majoring  in  dramatics  at  Marquette  High.  His 
haircomb  is  for  the  books.  He  constructs  a 
shelter  with  it  for  a rain  protector  . . . 
Johnny  Bartelt,  UA  booker,  was  on  two  weeks’ 
jury  duty  . . . E.  R.  Brennan  of  the  Bay,  Green 
Bay,  attended  the  Red  Cross  kick-off  dinner 
at  Hotel  Schroeder. 

Ed  Lurie,  former  Monogram  salesman,  is 
still  around  town  . . . Verne  Touchet,  for- 
mer Fox  Wisconsin  toiler,  attended  the  Red 
Cross  luncheon.  He  is  with  the  parent  com- 
pany, National  Theatres,  on  the  west  coast 
now  . . . Following  continued  ribbing  from 
the  Metro  office  force,  Barney  Wiesen  dis- 
carded that  corn-cob  in  favor  of  a pipe  of  the 
less  aromatic  variety  . . . Bill  Parker,  Univer- 
sal manager  was  out  in  the  territory. 

Though  no  one  expressed  approval,  Helen 
Bursteen  of  UA  continues  to  wear  those 
moderne  black-framed  glasses  . . . Johnny 
Midnikow,  National  Screen  Service  manager, 
shipped  those  Red  Cross  trailers  out  in  rec- 
ord time  as  usual  . . . Headed  by  George  Edg- 
erton,  the  20th-Fox  sales  force  journeyed  to 
Chicago  for  a session  with  Jack  Schlaifer, 
divisional  manager;  namely,  Meyer  Kahn, 
Moe  Horwitz,  Carl  Michel  and  Ray  Schulz. 

Harold  Wirthwein,  Paramount  manager, 
reports  George  Taif,  salesman,  is  on  an  ex- 
tended leave  due  to  ill  health.  He  has  been 
temporarily  replaced  by  Jules  Gerelich  . . . 
Barney  Sherman  of  the  Regal  Theatre 
brought  the  family  in  while  booking  on  the 
Row.  Barney  wasn’t  wearing  that  Sinatra 
bow  tie  this  time. 

L.  F.  Gran,  Standard  Theatres  executive, 
is  vacationing  in  California  for  about  a month 
. . . One  of  the  local  night  spots,  the  Circus 
room  in  Hotel  Wisconsin,  uses  a small  stage, 
a curtain  and  all.  The  curtain  rises  at  inter- 
vals announcing  starting  times  for  first  run 
pictures  at  the  Davidson  Theatre.  All  this  in 
keeping  with  the  midnight  curfew  . . . Meyer 
Kahn,  20th-Fox  salesman,  reports  his  car  was 
wrecked  by  an  uninsured  driver.  So  he’ll  be 
covering  his  territory  via  train,  bus  or  dog 
team,  or  any  other  available  mode  of  travel. 

Hugo  Vogel,  head  of  the  theatrical  equip- 
ment supply  firm,  was  in  Minneapolis  on 
business  . . . General  offices  of  the  M&S 
circuit  have  been  moved  from  Ripon  to  Osh- 
kosh. Ben  Marcus,  head  of  the  circuit,  has 
moved  his  home  to  Oshkosh. 

Arnold  Kovitz,  NSS  head  booker,  is  looking 
for  both  a wife  and  an  apartment.  Any  of- 
fers? . . . Jack  Frackman,  Republic  manager, 
leaves  March  15  for  a west  coast  trip  . . . Six 
prize  winning  home  films  were  shown  March 
9 by  the  Amateur  Movie  Society  of  Milwaukee 
at  the  Eagles.  “The  Boss  Comes  to  Dinner,” 
by  Ryne  Zimmerman,  Milwaukeean,  which 
copped  rating  among  the  ten  best  home  films 
in  the  1944  contest  sponsored  by  Movie 
Makers’  magazine,  was  among  them. 

Artists  are  being  lined  up  for  the  Music 
Under  the  Stars  concerts  in  Washington  Park 
next  summer.  Dinah  Shore  and  Jane  Fro- 
man  have  accepted  offers  . . . Stormy  Jones, 
for  years  pit  band  drummer  at  the  Riverside 
Theatre,  has  started  at  26th  and  North  Club 
in  the  evenings.  Stormy  is  railroading. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Mrs.  W.  Krusienski, 
Douglas,  Racine;  Augie  Geyer,  Troy,  East 
Troy;  Earl  Helfman,  State,  Sheboygan;  Mike 
Lencione,  Hollywood,  Kenosha;  Len  Brown, 
Main  Street,  Racine;  Mert  Miller,  May,  May- 
ville;  Walter  Baier,  Fort,  Fort  Atkinson. 

A breath  of  spring,  that  March  issue  of 
“Mister  Showman,”  furnished  by  Johnny 
Mednikow,  NSS  manager  . . . Dick  Powell,  in 


McCollum's  Lodge  Status 
Corrected  After  Error 

HOOPESTON,  ILL. — As  a joiner,  Circuit 
Head  A.  B.  McCollum,  owner  of  the  Lorraine 
and  Princess  theatres 
here,  has  been  listed 
as  having  done  the  im- 
possible. 

In  the  February  24 
issue  of  BOXOFFICE, 
among  the  20-Yeai 
Showmen,  the  bio- 
graphical material  ha^. 
him  a Mason  and  also 
a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus 
Now,  McCollum  is  a 
32nd  degree  Mason 
A.  B.  McCollum  and  a Shriner,  so  he 
obviously  could  not  also  be  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  Although  he  is  both 
an  Elk  and  a Moose.  Conflicting  as  the  latter 
two  designations  sound,  it  is  a perfectly  na- 
tural state  of  affairs.  All  this  is  very  con- 
fusing to  the  poor  editor  who  has  been  hit  so 
hard  by  the  manpower  shortage  that  he  is 
desperate  enough  to  hire  proofreaders  who 
might  even  let  an  O’Brien  get  by  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  B'nai  B’rith. 

McCollum  has,  in  addition  to  his  Hoopes- 
ton  theatres,  the  Wetseka  and  Bonair  at 
Watseka,  the  Paxton  at  Paxton,  the  Black- 
stone  at  Dwight,  the  Clintonia  and  Kay  at 
Clinton,  and  the  Central  at  Fairbury. 


town  for  a pitch  on  his  picture,  "Murder,  My 
Sweet,”  at  the  Riverside,  told  us  he  was  stuck 
with  another  musical.  But  this  one  he’s  writ- 
ing himself,  and  using  his  life  as  the  back- 
ground. Dick  pitched  so  well  that  Eddie 
Weisfeldt  said  Dick  was  the  answer  to  all 
stage  directors'  desires. 

Local  night  spot  operators  would  like  to  see 
theatres  go  single  feature.  They  would  garner 
more  business  they  think  ...  A press  release 
informs  that  Ving  Fuller,  who  does  that  new 
comic  strip  Dock  Syke,  formerly  sold  pictures 
out  front  of  the  old  Majestic  here. 

With  the  demise  of  stage  shows  at  the 
Riverside  after  a run  of  14  years,  Charley 
Fox,  manager  of  the  Empress,  Milwaukee’s 
only  remaining  flesh  theatre,  plans  inaugu- 
rating Monday  night  amateur  shows  after 
Good  Friday  . . . Frank  Mantzke.  former  Uni- 
versal manager,  is  assuming  the  branch  man- 
agership at  Seattle  for  Monogram. 

There  is  a feeling  among  independent  ex- 
hibitors that  if  houses  go  to  single  features, 
this  should  be  done  every  day  in  the  week, 
not  just  on  weekends  . . . When  Jean  Parker 
appeared  on  the  Riverside  stage,  she  sub- 
scribed to  the  “fun  fund”  for  hospitalized 
veterans.  Proceeds  are  to  be  used  for  enter- 
tainment in  the  veterans  hospital  at  Wood, 
Wis. 

“Cap”  L.  F.  Thurwachter,  prominent  Wau- 
kesha exhibitor,  is  general  chairman  of  the 
Waukesha  County  veterans  rehabilitation 
committee.  To  date  532  service  men  have 
been  aided.  Jobs  are  secured  for  the  service 
man  and  they  are  enrolled  in  schools  if  so 
desired.  “Cap”  was  in  World  War  I. 

Father's  Illness  Shifts 
Pearson  to  Rushville 

PETERSBURG,  ILL. — After  12  years’  oper- 
ation of  the  Salem  Theatre  here,  Lloyd  L. 
Pearson  is  returning  to  his  home  town  at 
Rushville,  111.,  to  operate  the  Loyd  Theatre 
there.  Pearson’s  father,  Carl,  who  has  oper- 
ated the  Rushville  house  for  30  years,  is  in  ill 
health.  E.  E.  Hubbard  has  been  promoted  to 
manager  of  the  Salem. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

'The  Sunshine  Theatre,  Darlington,  will  re- 
A open  March  18.  Because  of  the  adverse 
weather  conditions  in  January  and  February, 
the  house  was  closed.  C.  A.  Marshall  operates 
the  house  . . . Ernest  Smith,  operator  of  the 
Devon  in  Francisville,  suffered  a severe  case 
of  influenza. 

Betty  Van  Winkle  of  the  Columbia  staff 
is  the  mother  of  a baby  girl  born  February 
26  in  the  Methodist  Hospital  here  . . . C.  Mil- 
ford, Republic  home  office  representative,  left 
here  for  Memphis  . . . William  Baker,  Repub- 
lic district  manager,  and  E.  H.  Walton,  as- 
sistant to  the  general  sales  manager,  were  at 
the  locai  exchange  last  week. 

Claude  McKean,  WB  manager,  attended  a 
district  meeting  of  branch  managers  in  Pitts- 
burgh at  the  William  Penn  Hotel  . . . Richard 
Stevens  is  the  new  Warner  publicist  in  this 
area.  He  came  from  Hollywood  . . . Rex  Carr, 
general  manager  of  Marcus  Enterprises,  re- 
turned from  a visit  to  the  company  holdings 
in  Dayton  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio  and  Ander- 
son, Ind. 

By  a vote  of  47  to  37,  the  Indiana  house 
of  representatives  killed  a bill  which  sought 
to  prevent  discrimination  between  wages  paid 
women  and  men  doing  comparable  work.  It 
was  contended  that  there  is  little  wilful  dis- 
crimination, and  that  to  enact  such  a law 
might  cause  endless  argument  and  confusion 
. . . Ike  Sollers,  who  operates  the  Lyric  in  Cov- 
ington, was  stricken  by  a heart  ailment 
February  24.  Latest  reports  indicate  he  is 
on  the  mend. 

Paramount  Pep  Club  gave  a farewell  party 
to  A1  Taylor  at  the  Variety  Club  rooms.  Tay- 
lor left  for  Los  Angeles  to  assume  charge  of 
the  Paramount  exchange  there  . . . Mrs.  Ruth 
Skaggs,  chief  inspector  at  Universal,  wears 
a broad  smile  these  days.  She’s  a grand- 
mother now. 

Charles  Hull,  former  head  shipper  at  Uni- 
versal, is  home  on  furlough  . . . Mrs.  Roy  E. 
Harold,  whose  husband  is  president  of  the 
ATOI  and  an  exhibitor  at  Rushville,  is  visit- 
ing her  daughter  in  New  York  City. 

Exhibitors  on  Filmrow:  Joe  Schilling,  who 
operates  the  Auditorium,  Lyric  and  Vaudette 
theatres  in  Connersville;  Bob  Hudson,  who 
operates  theatres  in  Richmond;  K.  H.  Sink, 
the  Strand  in  Angola,  and  the  Miami  and 
Grand  at  Union  City;  Max  Facter,  buyer  for 
the  Alliance  Theatres,  Chicago  . . . George 
Jacoby,  RKO  home  office  representative, 
came  in  for  an  indefinite  stay. 


ST.  LOUIS 


Mavy  Comdr.  Eddie  Peabody  has  been 
^ making  the  rounds  of  a few  of  the  St. 
Louis  night  spots  recently.  During  the  past 
six  months  he  has  traveled  some  125,000  air 
miles  and  presented  almost  800  shows.  He 
is  very  well  liked  in  these  parts  and  some 
years  ago  m.c.’d  stage  shows  at  the  Missouri 
Theatre. 

M.  L.  Plessner,  advertising  and  publicity 
chief  for  the  Fanchon  & Marco- St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.,  is  handling  local  publicity 
for  the  industry’s  participation  in  the  Red 
Cross  campaign,  March  1 to  18,  in  tip  top 
shape.  Some  advance  press  material  from 
New  York  campaign  headquarters  stated  that 
Les  Kaufmann  would  handle  the  local  pub- 
licity. Apparently  someone  forgot  that  Les  is 
now  a member  of  the  Republic  Pictures  pub- 
licity staff  and  is  no  longer  a St.  Louisian. 
Plessner  is  not  only  handling  his  motion  pic- 
ture advertising  and  publicity  work,  but  in 
the  morning  hours  does  extra  work  in  a local 
war  industry. 
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Zigmond  io  Ad  Post; 
Cohn  at  Newman 

KANSAS  CITY  — Jerry  Zigmond,  who 
started  with  Paramount  in  theatre  work  at 
Denver,  his  birthplace,  18  years  ago,  left  for 
the  east  this  week  from  managership  of  the 
Newman  here  ultimately  to  take  an  execu- 
tive position  with  Buchanan  & Co.,  advertis- 
ing agency  in  New  York,  which  handles  the 


JERRY  ZIGMOND 

Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  advertising  account. 

M.  D.  “Babe”  Cohn,  present  manager  of 
the  Uptown  Theatre,  who  handles  also  the 
advertising  of  two  other  Fox  Midwest  show- 
cases, the  Fairway  and  Esquire,  has  resigned 
these  posts  and  will  be  the  new  manager  of 
the  Newman.  Thus  Cohn  realigns  himself 
with  Paramount  after  a short  absence,  as  he 
had  previously  been  in  charge  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  Paramount  Pictures  in  the 
Kansas  City  area. 

N.  J.  “Nick”  Sonday,  present  manager  of 
the  Fairway,  has  been  placed  by  FMW  as 
pilot  of  the  Uptown. 

Zigmond  does  not  immediately  take  up  his 
work  with  the  New  York  advertising  agency. 
He  has  been  given  a leave  of  absence  by 
Paramount  from  now  until  the  Seventh  War 
Loan  drive  is  over  and  will  join  the  national 
WAC  of  the  motion  picture  industry  in  New 
York  in  a publicity  and  advertising  capacity 
during  the  bond  campaign. 

Zigmond  began  theatre  work  in  a minor 
capacity  at  Paramount  theatres  in  his  home 
town  of  Denver,  and  became  a manager.  He 
went  to  the  managers’  school  in  New  York, 
then  worked  at  the  Paramount  theatres  in 
Los  Angeles,  the  United  Artists  and  the  Para- 
mount. His  subsequent  assignments,  before 
coming  to  the  Newman  here  seven  and  a 
half  years  ago,  included  managership  of  the 
Royal,  Kansas  City,  when  it  was  the  Para- 
mount; Cooper  theatres  at  Lincoln,  Neb.;  the 
Denver  and  Paramount  at  Denver. 

The  Zigmonds  have  their  home  at  1108 
Ward  Parkway,  where  Mrs.  Zigmond  and 
their  11-year-old  daughter  will  remain  for 
a few  months. 

Friends  of  Zigmond  gave  a testimonial 
party  for  him  on  Wednesday  evening. 


Kaplan  Party  Off  to  Coast 

WATERLOO,  IOWA— Miss  Billie  Kaplan, 
general  manager  of  the  Leonard  Kaplan  cir- 
cuit, left  recently  on  a business  trip  to  Los 
Angeles  with  her  sister,  Adelle  Gainsley, 
manager  of  the  Newsreel  Theatre  in  Minne- 
apolis, accompanied  by  Mr.  Gainsley. 


FBI  Captures  Suspect 
Seeing  " The  Suspect " 

Omaha — John  Giles  and  Edgar  Cook, 
famed  toothbrush  escapees  from  the 
Council  Bluffs  “escape  proof”  jail,  ac- 
cused of  attempting  to  crack  the  safe  in 
the  Rialto  Theatre  at  Missouri  Valley, 
Iowa,  were  captured  at  Concord,  N.  H. 

Strangely  it  was  a theatre  that  got  one 
of  the  pair  in  trouble  again.  Giles  was 
taken  by  police  and  FBI  agents  as  he 
left  a theatre.  The  name  of  the  film: 
“The  Suspect.” 

A $300,000  Fire  Razes 
Historic  Iowa  House 

INDEPENDENCE,  IOWA— A $300,000  fire, 
which  originated  in  the  historic  Grand  The- 
atre, destroyed  the  entire  Gedney  Hotel  block 
here.  The  fire,  which  also  demolished  the 
theatre,  was  discovered  at  10  a.  m.  in  the 
theatre,  and  was  finally  brought  under  con- 
trol at  5 p.  m.  Walls  on  the  west  and  north 
sides  of  the  three-story  brick  building  had 
caved  in. 

Harry  Huffington,  janitor,  discovered  the 
fire.  When  he  unlocked  the  doors  to  begin 
work,  flames  shot  out  from  the  auditorium. 
He  was  burned,  but  not  seriously. 

Business  establishments  in  the  Gedney 
block  which  were  destroyed  included:  the 
state  liquor  store;  Gedney  smoke  shop;  West- 
ern Union  office;  offices  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Erdice, 
optometrist;  W.  E.  Shepherd’s  barber  shop; 
American  Railway  Express  office;  the  thea- 
tre, and  the  Gedney  taproom,  operated  in 
connection  with  the  hotel.  Richard  Crookham 
was  the  Grand  manager. 

Total  loss  to  the  building  and  furnishings 
of  the  76-room  hotel  was  estimated  at  $250,- 
000  by  E.  A.  Boss,  head  of  the  Boss  Hotel  Co. 
chain,  which  owned  the  Gedney. 

The  Grand,  one  of  two  theatres  in  Inde- 
pendence, had  approximately  580  seats.  It 
formerly  was  the  Gedney  Opera  House,  whose 
acoustics  were  nationally  famous. 


Widow  of  Wilson  Aide 
Enchanted  by  Film 

DES  MOINES — Mrs.  T.  T.  Meredith,  whose 
late  husband  was  secretary  of  agriculture 
under  Woodrow  Wilson,  was  guest  of  honor 
at  a recent  special  screening  of  the  film  biog- 
raphy of  the  former  president  at  20th-Fox 
film  exchange.  Mrs.  Meredith  is  a close  friend 
of  Mrs.  Edith  Galt  Wilson,  a role  taken  by 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald  in  “Wilson.” 

“She  resembled  Mrs.  Wilson  quite  closely,” 
Mrs.  Meredith  said,  “and  the  care  and  de- 
votion she  showed  in  the  film  was  the  same 
devoted  attention  Mrs.  Wilson  gave  the 
President.” 

Mrs.  Meredith  quoted  Mrs.  Wilson  as  say- 
ing, however,  she  had  no  such  lovely  and 
elaborate  gowns  as  Miss  Fitzgerald  wears. 

Amazed  by  Similarity  of  Voice 

Alexander  Knox  not  only  bears  a close 
likeness  to  President  Wilson,  Mrs.  Meredith 
said,  but  his  voice  is  amazingly  similar  to 
that  of  the  President  who  served  in  World 
War  I. 

Mrs.  Meredith  added  that  Knox  did  par- 
ticularly well  in  his  portrayal  of  the  remote, 
idealistic  Wilson,  and  yet  showed  the  side 
of  his  nature  many  did  not  know — the  man 
with  a quick  flash  of  humor. 

“I  was  remembering  many  things  tonight,” 
Mrs.  Meredith  said. 

“So  many  of  the  scenes,  such  as  the  Gold 
room,  were  familiar  to  me  and  I have  known 
so  many  of  the  persons  who  appear  as  char- 
acters in  the  picture.” 

Representatives  of  the  press  and  radio  and 
their  families  were  also  present  at  the  screen- 
ing which  preceded  a special  three-day  run  of 
the  picture  at  the  Paramount  Theatre  here. 

The  theatre  was  leased  by  20th-Fox  for  the 
picture  which  was  shown  at  roadshow  prices. 


A.  J.  McGough  Back 

DES  MOINES— A.  J.  McGough,  M-G-M  ex- 
ploited-, returned  last  week  after  ten  days 
spent  in  the  home  office  in  New  York  City. 


AT  THE  RED  CROSS  RALLY— Left  panel:  S/Sgt.  Charles  Walker,  the  vet- 
eran of  an  European  bomber  crew  whose  unassuming  ways  have  made  a hit  with 
film  men  wherever  he  appears,  sits  at  the  speakers’  table  at  the  Kansas  City  area 
Red  Cross  rally  held  at  the  Hotel  Muehlebach,  Kansas  City.  Standing  beside  him 
are  Eddie  Schnitzer,  assistant  to  Gradwell  Sears,  national  distributor  chairman  for 
the  Red  Cross  drive,  and  Basil  O’Connor,  chairman  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Right  panel  shows  Walker,  Martin  G.  Smith  of  Toledo,  president  of  National 
Allied  and  ITO  of  Ohio,  and  E.  C.  Rhoden,  Kansas  City  WAC  chairman,  who  pre- 
sided at  the  meeting.  The  trio  is  looking  over  a WAC  portfolio  for  the  Red  Cross 
drive. 
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Fire  Regulations 
Bill  Dies  in  Iowa 

DES  MOINES — The  Iowa  house  of  repre- 
sentatives has  killed  bill  No.  147,  the  theatre 
fire  regulations  measure  proposed  by  the  Iowa 
projectionists  union. 

The  bill  would  have  required  all  theatres 
in  Iowa  to  obtain  an  annual  license  from 
the  state  fire  marshal,  undergo  an  annual 
inspection  by  the  state  and  to  submit  to  a 
lengthy  list  of  “fire  safety”  regulations. 

The  bill  was  tabled,  43  to  36,  when  it  ran 
into  a bevy  of  charges  that  “perhaps  the 
measure  has  some  good  in  it  but  its  terms 
are  far  too  broad.”  The  motion  to  table  the 
measure  was  a substitute  for  an  earlier  mo- 
tion to  refer  it  back  to  the  committee  for 
rewriting. 

Leo  P.  Wolcott,  president  of  Iowa  Theatre 
Owners,  recently  denounced  the  bill  as  “vic- 
ious” in  a bulletin  sent  to  all  members. 


Scottsbluff  Egyptian 
Destroyed  by  Flames 

SCOTTSBLUFF,  NEB.— William  Ostenberg 
jr.’s  Egyptian  Theatre  here,  operated  by  Mid- 
west-Gibraltar  Enterprises,  Inc.,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  with  damage  estimated  at 
more  than  $175,000. 

A blaze  of  unknown  origin  started  on  the 
stage  and  swept  to  the  fourth  story  loft. 
Then  the  roof  and  upper  walls  collapsed. 
Firemen  got  out  in  time.  Downtown  power 
was  shut  off  30  minutes  to  protect  firemen 
from  electrocution.  It  was  the  largest  thea- 
tre in  western  Nebraska. 


Presentation  of  Award 
To  Blank  Is  Broadcast 

DES  MOINES — A.  H.  Blank,  president  of 
Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.,  received  the  Trib- 
une Community  Service  award  at  a program 
broadcast  from  station  KRNT.  District  Judge 
Joseph  E.  Meyer,  winner  of  the  award  in 
1938,  presented  the  silver  loving  cup  emble- 
matic of  the  honor,  in  the  presence  of  mem- 
bers of  the  award  jury  and  friends  of  the 
motion  picture  theatre  chain  owner. 

A jury  composed  of  nine  former  recipients 
of  the  award  selected  Blank  in  January  as 
the  citizen  who  had  performed  the  most  out- 
standing and  unselfish  service  to  Des  Moines 
during  1944.  At  that  time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blank 
had  gone  to  Miami  Beach,  Fla.,  to  benefit 
Mrs.  Blank’s  health.  Blank  returned  from 
the  south  last  week. 

The  jury,  in  selecting  Blank,  cited  his  four 
years  of  service  as  chairman  of  the  WAC  for 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  during  which  time  he 
had  taken  much  time  from  his  business  to 
publicize  the  various  war  connected  cam- 
paigns. 

The  gift  of  the  $300,000  Raymond  Blank 
Memorial  Hospital  for  Children  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Blank  was  another  noteworthy  act  which 
the  jury  cited. 

Kansas  City  Reports  Dimes 
Final  Total  of  $107,460 

KANSAS  CITY — Final  figures  on  the  1945 
March  of  Dimes  collections  in  the  Kansas 
City  territory  totaled  $107,460,  an  increase  of 
approximately  $20,000  over  the  collections  for 
1944.  Kansas  theatre  collections  were  $55,- 
259.71,  and  those  of  Missouri  audiences,  $52,- 
200.29. 

E.  C.  Rhoden,  chairman  of  campaign  in 
the  area,  expressed  his  thanks  for  “marvelous 
cooperation  of  the  men  in  the  territory.” 


Tax  Shows  Expanding 
Business  in  Iowa 

DES  MOINES — Here’s  the  best  evidence  in 
the  world  of  the  dollar  prosperity  of  Iowa 
merchants: 

State  sales  tax  figures  compiled  last  week 
showed  that  collections  of  the  two  per  cent 
retail  levy  on  1944  Christmas  quarter  busi- 
ness already  exceed  $6,482,934,  nearly  $400,000 
over  the  old  record.  The  books  on  the  quar- 
ter will  not  be  closed  until  March  31,  and 
it  is  expected  the  total  will  reach  $6,600,000 
by  that  time. 

The  old  record  was  set  in  the  July-August- 
September  quarter  of  1944  when  $6,086,255  was 
collected. 

The  receipts  so  far  from  the  October-No- 
vember-December  quarter  represent  the  sales 
taxes  on  nearly  325  million  dollars  in  retail 
businss,  or  over  108  million  dollars  a month. 

The  Christmas  quarter  retail  business  a 
year  ago,  as  reflected  in  sales  tax  returns, 
aggregated  a little  over  292  million  dollars,  or 
97  million  dollars  a month.  That  was  the 
record  up  to  that  time. 

Here’s  another  way  of  looking  at  it: 

The  53,563  merchants  who  have  thus  far 
filed  their  sales  tax  reports  for  the  1944 
Christmas  quarter  turned  in  an  average  of 
$121.  That  reflects  more  than  $6,000  gross 
business  on  the  average,  or  more  than  $2,000 
a month. 

For  the  Christmas  quarter  of  1936,  68,883 
merchants  turned  in  $3,968,765  in  sales  taxes, 
or  an  average  of  $57.61  per  merchant.  That 
reflected  $2,800  gross  business  per  average 
merchant,  or  $960  a month. 

Sales  taxes  realized  from  the  Christmas 
quarter  business  of  1941,  the  Pearl  Harbor 
quarter,  totaled  $5,067,038  from  64,199  mer- 
chants. 


M0TI0GRAPH 

MIRR0PH0NIC  SOUND 

IS  THE  BEST 

The  following  up-to-date  Iowa  Theatres  have  bought  MIRROPHONIC  SOUND 


Temple  Theatre,  Mt.  Pleasant 
Elkader  Theatre,  Elkader 
Princess  Theatre,  Britt 
Sumner  Theatre,  Sumner 
Rialto  Theatre,  Adel 
Calmar  Theatre,  Calmar 
Avalon  Theatre,  West  Union 
Beaver  Theatre,  Des  Moines 


J, 


mp 


ortant 


Grand  Theatre,  Decorah 
Lakeview  Theatre,  Lake  View 
Greene  Theatre,  Greene 
Plaza  Theatre,  Monona 
Iris  Theatre,  Riceville 
Pastime  Theatre,  Maquoketa 
Arrow  Theatre,  Cherokee 
Lyric  Theatre,  West  Des  Moines 
Plaza  Theatre,  Dyersville 

All  models  of  Mirrophonic  Sound,  regardless  of  price,  have 
direct  current  supply  for  exciter  lamps.  For  details  see — • 


DES  MOINES  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 


1121  High  St. 


Phone  3-6520 


Des  Moines,  Iowa 
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Air  Corps  Youih  Wins 
Cross  Rally  Groups 

OMAHA— After  the  Red  Cross  rally  is  over, 
what  do  the  traveling  speakers  from  the  film 
industry  talk  about  as  they  relax  in  their 
rooms  before  receiving  their  train  or  plane 
call?  Believe  it  or  not — more  Red  Cross 
rallies. 

At  Omaha,  Eddie  Schnitzer,  United  Artists 
sales  manager,  was  still  bubbling  an  hour 
after  the  rally.  He  couldn’t  get  Red  Cross 
off  his  mind,  and  especially,  he  couldn’t  for- 
get Sgt.  Charles  E.  Walker  jr.,  an  army 
speaker  who  joined  the  travelers  at  St.  Louis. 

“You  know,”  he  said,  “I’m  getting  attached 
to  that  kid.  At  every  stop  he  wants  to  know 
how  much  his  room  costs  and  this  and  that. 
He  says  the  government  allows  him  so  much 
money  for  the  trip,  but  we  won’t  take  a dime. 
It’s  sort  of  a game. 

Promised  Start  by  Blank 

“At  Des  Moines,”  he  continued,  “Ralph 
Blank  felt  the  same  way  I did  about  the 
sergeant.  Promised  him  a great  start  if  he 
wanted  to  try  film  business  after  the  war. 
You  know,  he  lives  back  my  way.  If  he’s  still 
there  when  we  get  back  he’s  coming  into  New 
York  for  a weekend  and  I’m  really  going  to 
show  him  New  York.” 

The  group  took  up  the  conversation  of  how 
the  sergeant’s  nonassuming,  jerky  talk  had 
gone  over  so  well  after  listening  to  a series 
of  polished  speakers. 

“When  he  talks,”  said  Bill  Miskell,  Omaha 
exhibitor  chairman,  “you  know  he  really 
means  what  he’s  saying.” 

“This  is  going  to  be  the  greatest  Red 
Cross  year  ever,”  exclaimed  Schnitzer.  “You 
know  every  one  has  some  one  close  in  the 
service.  And  the  cooperation  we  found  all 
along  the  tour  is  amazing. 

More  Giving  This  Year 

“I  don’t  believe  the  prosperity  is  any 
greater  this  year,  but  everyone’s  more  will- 
ing to  give.  Why,  I know  one  circuit  in  the 
March  of  Dimes  drive  that  collected  $25,000 
last  year  and  got  $39,000  this  year.  That’s 
the  way  it’s  going  to  go  with  Red  Cross. 

“I’ve  got  a feeling  that  when  it’s  all  over 
it  will  be  at  least  50  per  cent  more  than  last 
year  for  the  theatres.” 

Martin  G.  Smith,  representative  of  inde- 
pendent exhibitors,  commented:  “I  think  the 
spirit  is  just  about  the  same  as  in  past  drives. 
There’s  no  more  enthusiasm  because  the  dis- 
tributors and  exhibitors  already  have  reached 
the  heights  in  others.” 

WAC  Chairman  Don  McLucas  put  in  with: 
“But  I think  we’re  going  after  this  one  bet- 
ter than  ever  before.  We’re  starting  earlier 
and  look  how  the  boys  went  out  and  got  288 
out  of  366  theatres  in  this  area  lined  up  for 
this  meeting.” 

“Yes,”  said  Miskell,  “they’re  coming  in 
faster  than  ever  before. 

“I  don’t  mean  you  won’t  do  better,”  said 
Smith.  “I  mean  that  the  spirit  just  couldn’t 
be  any  higher.  With  the  same  effort  now, 
you  should  get  two  times  the  results  in  this 
drive.” 

Bet  on  National  Quota 

An  hour  later,  with  film  business  still  for- 
gotten, Schnitzer  tried  to  work  up  some  easy 
money  from  Tommy  Thompson,  United  Art- 
ists district  manager,  who  had  refrained 
from  optimistic  comments.  Finally  Schnitzer 
a sked: 

“Tommy,  what  odds  will  you  give  me  Red 
Cross  doesn’t  go  over  its  national  quota  by 
25  million  dollars?” 

Thompson  thought  awhile,  then  turned  the 
bet  on  Schnitzer:  “I’ll  bet  you  $100,  the 
money  to  be  divided  equally  between  Omaha 
and  the  other  stops  you’ve  made,  that  the 
drive  does  go  over  by  25  million.  I don’t 
want  any  odds.” 

Schnitzer  let  loose  a whoop,  yelled  “That’s 
the  spirit  I want  to  see,”  and  grabbed  Thomp- 


son’s hand.  But  the  handshake  wasn’t  to 
close  the  bet.  Schnitzer  wasn’t  for  betting 
against  Red  Cross. 

“Imagine,”  he  said,  “the  Red  Cross  had 
only  $5,000,000  left  over  last  year.  This  year 
they  don’t  think  it  will  be  any.  Why,  they 
ought  to  have  a billion  on  hand!  It’s  the 
greatest  humanitarian  organization  in  the 
world  and  their  work  is  only  beginning.” 


Town  Theatre  Pays  Out 

DWIGHT,  KAS. — Contributors  to  the  pur- 
chase as  a community  center  of  old  Arnett 
hall  are  to  get  their  money  back.  The  center, 
operated  as  a film  theatre,  dance  hall  and 
assembly  place,  has  earned  such  profits  that 
the  underwriters  will  be  reimbursed  100  per 
cent.  Improvements  costing  more  than  $3,000, 
including  film  equipment  and  opera  chairs, 
have  been  installed  and  paid  for,  with  a 
surplus  remaining  in  the  treasury  sufficient 
to  justify  refunding  of  donations. 


DES  MOINES _ 

Two  years  ago,  to  the  day,  some  mention  of 
A twins  came  up  in  this  column.  So  it  seems 
highly  appropriate  to  take  up  the  subject 
again!  These  twins  work  on  Filmrow,  and 
are  both  girls — Zeldene  and  Helene  Seiden- 
feld.  Zeldene  is  employed  at  M-G-M,  and 
Helene  is  at  20th-Fox.  This  separation  should 
relieve  their  bosses  of  trying  to  distinguish 
between  them. 

Bernice  Erickson,  biller  at  Warners,  has  re- 
signed, and  Ruby  is  once  again  on  the  look- 
out for  help  . . . Maxine  Harpole  of  Colum- 
bia spent  last  weekend  in  Patterson,  Iowa. 
Maxine  had  a little  suitcase  trouble  on  the 
trip — said  suitcase  coming  open  and  spilling 
forth  a few  unmentionables. 

Bert  Thomas  called  our  attention  to  Co- 
lumbia’s janitor,  “Smitty,”  wearing  a hat 
for  the  first  time  in  Bert’s  memory,  and 
picking  March’s  windiest  day  to  do  it.  Co- 
lumbia recently  screened  its  new  picture, 
“Song  to  Remember,”  and  Bert  says  that 
Ken  Wagner,  exhibitor  from  Wilton  June-- 
tion,  was  so  taken  with  the  picture  and  the 
music  that  he  bought  a baby  grand  piano,  and 
with  his  two  children,  has  begun  piano  les- 
sons. 

Twyla  Wells,  Universal,  spent  last  weekend 
in  Iowa  City  visiting  a girl  friend  attending 
the  university  and  her  sister  who  is  a cadet 
nurse.  She  also  attended  the  Iowa-Illinois 
basketball  game  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Levy 
were  also  spectators  at  the  Big  Ten  cham- 
pionship game  . . . Mel  Newman,  Universal 
booker,  has  a new  pinup  girl  on  his  desk. 
All  we  have  been  able  to  find  out  to  date  is 
that  her  name  is  Barbara,  and  that  Mel  is 
excited  about  her. 

Thelma  Washburn,  RKO  booker,  was  suf- 
fering with  a cold  last  week  . . . Betty  Fear- 
ing, Paramount  stenographer,  has  left  that 
exchange  . . . Filmrowers  were  sorry  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  Virginia  Gravett’s  brother, 
who  was  killed  in  the  South  Pacific.  Vir- 
ginia is  Paramount’s  switchboard  operator. 

Ralph  Hayden,  former  chief  accountant  at 
Paramount,  writes  that  he  has  been  injured 
again,  and  now  is  in  a rest  camp  in  France. 
Ralph  makes  light  of  his  injuries. 

Helen  Hanson,  M-G-M  cashier,  spent  the 
weekend  in  Kansas  City  . . . lone  Barlow, 
Central  States,  hears  regularly  from  her  hus- 
band who  is  still  in  England. 


Assistant  Director  on  "Monster" 

Leonard  J.  Shapiro  will  be  the  assistant 
director  on  Calumbia’s  “The  Monster  and  the 
Ape.” 


Ask  Iowa  Exhibilors 
Fight  New  Tax  Bill 

ELDORA,  IOWA — Leo  F.  Wolcott,  president 
of  the  AITO  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  is  send- 
ing a bulletin  to  members  anent  the  pro- 
posed tax  on  film  rentals  as  outlined  in 
a house  bill  by  Representative  Harvey  J. 
Long.  This  bill,  it  is  explained,  amends 
existing  sections  of  the  Iowa  sales  tax  law 
to  include  a two  per  cent  tax  against  all 
motion  picture  reels  brought  into  the  state 
for  exhibition. 

Wolcott  says  that  the  exhibitors  in  the 
long  run  will  pay  the  proposed  tax  if  the  bill 
passes.  He  thinks  that  if  this  measure  is 
successful,  it  will  only  be  the  beginning  of 
additional  special  taxes  against  the  industry. 

“We’re  already  taxed  the  limit,”  says  Wol- 
cott, “what  with  the  20  per  cent  federal  ad- 
mission tax;  the  two  per  cent  Iowa  sales  tax, 
plus  licenses,  property  taxes,  payroll  and 
music  taxes,  income,  and  many  others.  As  it 
stands,  this  new  tax  means  we’ll  have  to  in- 
crease admission  prices.” 

He  makes  this  appeal: 

“As  you  know,  many  exhibitors,  particu- 
larly the  smaller  ones  who  are  so  valuable 
in  a tax  fight,  will  not  lift  a hand  unless 
someone  personaly  contacts  them  and  kicks 
them  into  action.  It’s  too  bad,  but  it’s  a fact! 
Therefore,  will  you  personally  contact  the 
exhibitors  around  you,  either  by  going  to 
them  or  by  telephone, and  tell  them  how  im- 
portant it  is  that  they  immediately  contact 
their  representative  or  wire  or  write  him, 
to  oppose  this  bill? 

“In  this  way  we  will  cover  the  state  and 
roll  up  a substantial  volume  of  opposition 
like  with  the  fire  bill.  If  we  all  work,  we 
cant’  fail  to  lick  this  thing.” 

Larry  Hensler  Returning 
To  Columbia  as  Salesman 

DES  MOINES — Larry  Hensler,  for  the  past 
two  months  associated  with  Film  Classics  of 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  has  resigned  his  posi- 
tion there  to  become  a salesman  for  Columbia 
here. 

Hensler,  prior  to  his  Film  Classics  associ- 
ation, was  a salesman  for  Warner  Bros.  A 
veteran  of  the  Des  Moines  Filmrow,  he  was 
at  one  time  manager  of  Monogram,  and  years 
before  that  was  with  Columbia  as  a sales- 
man. He  replaces  Eddie  Gruenberg,  who  re- 
signed several  weeks  ago.  Gruenberg  has 
bought  a tavern  at  the  corner  of  East  Fifth 
and  Locust  here. 


Alex  Rogers  Promoted 

PLEASANT  HILL,  MO. — Alex  Rogers,  man- 
ager of  the  Peoples  Theatre  for  the  last  two 
years,  has  been  promoted  to  management  of 
a larger  house  in  the  Griffith  chain,  the 
Fayette  Theatre  at  Fayette,  Mo. 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 

"Where  Filmrow 
Friends  Meat" 

unRKV’C  raFP  1202  Hi?h  st- 
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Dhil  Mansell,  shipper  who  has  spent  15  years 
with  the  Columbia  exchange,  will  leave 
April  7 for  a new  home  in  the  west.  Man- 
sell is  seeking  a more  favorable  climate  for 
his  wife  Ruth,  who  is  with  Pepco  here.  He 
is  Columbia’s  veteran  employe  in  the  Omaha 
office. 

Branch  managers,  salesmen  and  bookers 
gathered  Monday  at  the  request  of  the  War 
Activities  Committee  to  see  “The  Enemy 
Strikes,”  a WAC  short  using  much  captured 
enemy  film  . . . Evelyn  Cannon,  second  book- 
er at  M-G-M,  is  taking  her  extra  week  of 
vacation. 

Friends  of  the  Lloyd  Scobells,  Wagner,  S.  D., 
exhibitors,  have  learned  that  their  son,  Lieut. 
Elgin  Scobell,  who  was  shot  down  over  Ger- 
many recently,  is  a prisoner  of  war  . . . 
Betty  Pantier  of  RKO  celebrated  a 20th  birth- 
day Saturday. 

Bill  Granville  of  Quality  Theatre  Supply 
Co.,  who  was  reported  down  with  influenza 
two  weeks  ago,  had  a close  call  in  the  hos- 
pital, according  to  Mrs.  Granville  . . . The 
“flu”  turned  out  to  be  cerebral  meningitis. 
Bill  spent  only  eight  days  in  the  hospital, 
and  now  is  recuperating  at  home. 

Dates  for  “Song  to  Remember”  are  March 
11-18  at  the  Brandeis  Theatre.  Another 
screening  of  the  picture  was  held  Sunday  with 
many  of  those  filing  out  of  the  20th-Fox 
screening  room  feeling  it  was  the  best  pic- 
ture Columbia  has  yet  made.  Even  those 
who  were  bothered  by  the  liberty  taken  with 
Chopin’s  life  felt  Jose  Iturbi’s  playing  made 
the  picture  one  in  a hundred. 

Two  members  of  the  M-G-M  inspection 
department,  Peggy  Shalberg  and  Peggy  Col- 
burn, were  out  with  illness  during  the  week 
. . . Omaha  has  led  the  nation  in  Universal’s 
national  sales  drive  for  two  straight  weeks  . . . 
B.  C.  Marcus  of  Kansas  City,  Columbia  dis- 
trict manager,  spent  several  days  in  Omaha. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okl». 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 

Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

Tom  Edwards,  President 
Geo.  W.  Baker,  Sec.-Treas. 

128  W.  18th  St.— Harrison  4825 


Frank  Good,  Red  Oak  exhibitor,  was  along 
the  Row  using  a cane,  following  a slip  on 
the  ice  . . . Another  visitor  was  Sgt.  C.  W. 
Johnson,  Friend  exhibitor,  back  on  furlough 
from  the  army  . . . Mrs.  Harry  Levy,  wife 
of  the  20th-Fox  salesman,  left  for  Washing- 
ton state  for  a visit. 

Esther  Lynn,  20th-Fox  contract  clerk,  spent 
the  weekend  at  Kansas  City  . . . Tom  Fisher, 
RCA  district  manager  at  Chicago,  and  Paul 
Connet,  head  of  the  midwest  service  depart- 
ment of  RCA,  were  Omaha  visitors  . . . 
20th-Fox  is  fully  decorated  in  its  Omaha  of- 
fice for  the  30th  anniversary  drive. 

Martin  Smith,  the  Ohio  independent  the- 
atre leader  who  spoke  at  the  Red  Cross 
rally,  wrote  back  as  follows:  “In  each  of 
the  cities  we  have  visited  we  were  entertained 
royally  and  treated  like  long  lost  brothers, 
but  in  Omaha  it  was  even  better.  I re- 
marked to  Eddie  Schnitzer  that  I was  glad 
we  had  more  time  to  spend  in  Omaha  than 
any  other  city  and  that  Omaha  was  the  last 
of  our  meetings.” 

Jake  Rachman,  Omaha  World-Herald 
drama  critic,  devoted  his  Sunday  column  to 
the  talk  President  Thomas  J.  Bowdern  of 
Creighton  University  made  at  the  rally.  Na- 
tional drive  leaders  present  termed  it  the  best 
they  had  heard  at  any  rally. 

Jimmy  Emerson,  son  of  Ted  Emerson,  Or- 
pheum  Theatre  manager,  will  take  a plane 
trip  from  a Farragut,  Idaho,  naval  hospital 
to  Arizona  where  he  will  be  given  several 
more  weeks  to  recuperate  . . . Lou  Wintroub, 
stage  carpenter  with  “La  Vie  Paree,”  cur- 
rently at  the  Orpheum,  is  a former  Omahan. 

The  South  Omaha  Sun  features  a picture 
of  Harry  Watts,  former  Omaha  exhibitor  who 
now  runs  the  Dunk  ’Em  Inn  there.  The 
crowd  trying  to  get  into  his  place  one  night 
last  week  became  so  enthusiastic  they  broke 
in  a plate  glass  window.  With  his  No.  1 donut 
machine,  Harry  turns  out  3,000  per  hour. 

Bad  weather  continued  for  the  third 
straight  weekend,  but  these  were  among 
the  exhibitors  making  it  into  Omaha:  M.  T. 
Rethwich,  Tilden;  Charles  Botch,  Leigh;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Neil  Munkres,  Weeping  Water; 
Slim  Fraser,  Havelock;  H.  Dohlin,  Bellevue, 
Iowa;  Mrs.  M.  D.  Lyhane,  Wood  River;  Ed 
Kugel,  Holstein,  Iowa;  and  Carl  Johnson, 
Red  Oak,  Iowa. 

Reel  Fellows  Are  Planning 
A "Gridiron"  Program 

MINNEAPOLIS — Reel  Fellow  Club  officers 
say  they  expect  their  annual  dinner-dance  to 
develop  into  a sort  of  a Minneapolis  Gridiron 
Club  affair.  The  event  scheduled  for  March 
17  this  year  will  be  spiced  by  the  salesmen’s 
good  humored  panning  of  branch  managers 
and  exhibitors,  just  as  the  Washington  Grid- 
iron Club  ribs  the  President  and  members  of 
Congress  at  its  annual  dinners. 

The  takeoff  in  the  Hotel  Nicollet  grand 
ballroom  is  scheduled  for  7 p.  m.,  the  earlier 
time  being  scheduled  because  the  festivities 
must  end  at  11:45  p.  m.  because  of  the  gov- 
ernment curfew.  Skits  giving  the  lowdown 
on  the  private  lives  of  the  branch  and  dis- 
trict managers  and  the  exhibitors  have  been 
authored  by  club  members  and  also  will  be 
acted  by  them. 

A professional  eight-piece  orchestra  will 
furnish  the  music  for  dancing  and  there  also 
will  be  a number  of  vaudeville  acts.  The 
large  advance  sale  of  tickets  indicates  a ca- 
pacity crowd. 


Omaha  Out  to  Sign  53 
Cross  "Slow  Ones" 

OMAHA — After  announcement  by  Don  V. 
Lucas,  WAC  and  distributor  chairman,  that 
316  out  of  a possible  369  theatres  in  this  area 
had  signed  Red  Cross  pledges,  salesmen 
headed  out  this  week  with  a goal  of  making 
it  100  per  cent. 

McLucas  cited  Frank  Hannon  and  Harold 
Johnson,  past  WAC  chairmen,  for  the  efforts 
of  their  staffs  in  gaining  100  per  cent  rep- 
resentation in  their  sections  of  the  area. 

While  the  sales  staffs  were  out  to  get  the 
remaining  53  “slow  ones,”  Regina  Molseed,  a 
colonel  in  the  local  Red  Cross  campaign, 
announced  that  her  staff  will  be  out  to  beat 
last  year’s  mark  of  $1,607.56  for  the  exchanges 
and  theatre  personnel  in  the  city. 

Captains  Ready  for  Drive 

Captains  named  by  Miss  Molseed  are: 

Columbia,  Robert  L.  Bertram;  Fepco,  Ruth 
Mansell;  Film  Transport,  Genevieve  Koop- 
mann;  M-G-M,  Lucille  Sorensen;  Monogram, 
Esther  Granville;  National  Screen,  I.  Sokolof; 
Quality  Theatre  Supply,  Mrs.  William  White; 
Paramount,  Lois  Brown;  RKO,  Elvera  Rose- 
lund;  Republic,  S.  A.  Madsen;  Scott-Ballan- 
tyne,  Ida  Epstein;  20th-Fox,  Marion  Wallace; 
UA,  Sidney  E.  McArdle;  Universal,  Dolores 
Kramper;  Warner  Bros.,  Alice  Neal;  Western 
Theatre  Supply,  E.  N.  Epley;  Brandeis  Thea- 
tre, C.  E.  Pieper;  R.  D.  Goldberg  Enterprises, 
Mabel  Mitchell;  Omaha  Theatre,  Virginia 
Shannon;  Orpheum  Theatre,  F.  L.  Barak, 
and  Paramount  Theatre,  Peggy  Hoeldobber. 

During  the  week,  William  Miskell,  Douglas 
County  Red  Cross  chairman,  announced  an- 
other role  Tri- States  Theatres  will  play  in 
the  drive.  Thursday  and  Friday,  March  15-16, 
Tom  Breneman  and  Breakfast  at  Sardi’s  will 
be  presented  from  the  stage  of  the  2,900-seat 
Paramount  Theatre. 

Pledge  Cards  Are  Tickets 

The  program,  sponsored  by  KOWH,  will  be 
carried  by  190  Blue  network  stations  and  22 
independents.  Admission  will  be  by  ticket 
only  and  it  can  be  obtained  only  by  signing 
a pledge  card  which  reads: 

“I  agree  that  I will  pledge  or  have  pledged 
my  fair  share  of  the  1945  War  Fund  goal  of 
my  chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross.” 

Seven  members  of  the  Red  Cross  resident 
division  will  be  in  the  lobby  to  distribute  tick- 
ets. A “good  neighbor”  contest  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  World-Herald  in  connection 
with  the  program. 

Omaha  Film  Adman  Files 
$50,000  Antitrust  Suit 

OMAHA — Joseph  Meyer  of  Omaha,  doing 
a film  advertising  business  under  the  name 
of  the  S&M  Service,  has  filed  suit  in  fed- 
eral court  here  for  $50,000  triple  damages 
against  three  film  advertising  concerns  and 
four  motion  picture  corporations  operating 
houses  in  this  trade  area. 

The  petition,  filed  by  Attorney  J.  J.  Fried- 
man, alleges  violations  of  antitrust  regula- 
tions. An  injunction  to  prevent  future  al- 
leged violations  also  is  asked. 

Defendants  are:  Alexander  Film  Co.,  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Colo.;  the  United  Film  Ad 
Service,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Ray-Bell  Films, 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  the  following  theatre 
operators:  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp.,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa;  Griffith  Dickinson  Theatres, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Central  States  Theatres, 
Des  Moines,  and  Pioneer  Theatres,  St.  Louis 
Park,  Minn. 

The  defendants  are  accused  of  entering 
into  exclusive  contracts  for  the  showing  of 
film  advertising  on  the  screens  of  theatres, 
thus  barring  the  showing  of  Meyer’s  film  ads. 
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Kansas  City  "Music" 
Grosses  Sweetly 

KANSAS  CITY — Every  theatre  had  a good 
show  and  it  was  difficult  to  decide  where  to 
go.  The  Newman  offered  “For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls”  and  did  an  excellent  business. 
The  Midland  did  a landoffice  business  with 
“Music  for  Millions.”  The  audiences  became 
so  worked  up  over  Margaret  O’Brien’s  be- 
coming an  aunt  that  sometimes  it  forget  to 
listen  to  the  fine  Iturbi  interpretations. 
“Hollywood  Canteen”  at  the  Orpheum  played 
to  big  houses  in  its  second  week,  and  at 
Esquire,  Uptown  and  Fairway  “The  Sign  of 
the  Cross”  drew  about  as  well  as  was  ex- 
pected of  that  “mighty  spectacle.”  At  the 
Tower  “The  Big  Bonanza”  and  “Alaska,” 
plus  a stageshow,  held  the  boxoffice  score 
at  above  average. 

The  weather  was  nothing  to  brag  about, 
though  the  weekend  was  clear,  if  a bit  too 


chilly. 

(Average  is  100) 

Esquire — The  Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para) 90 

Fairway  and  Uptown — Same  as  Esquire 95 

Midland — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M) 170 

Newman — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para).. 105 

Orpheum — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 100 

Tower — Alaska  (Mono);  The  Big  Bonanza 

(Rep),  plus  stage  show  105 


"Victory,"  Plus  2nd  Film  and  Strong 
Stage  Bill,  No.  1 at  Minneapolis 

MINNEAPOLIS — “Winged  Victory,”  plus 
the  Glen  Gray  band,  Merry  Macs  and  other 
acts  on  the  stage  and  the  picture,  “Bowery 
to  Broadway,”  carried  off  boxoffice  honors 
the  last  week.  Holdovers  included  “Holly- 
wood Canteen,”  in  its  second  week  at  Radio 
City,  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  and  “Tonight 
and  Every  Night”  in  their  third  weeks  and 
“Belle  of  the  Yukon”  in  its  second. 


Aster — Reckless  Age  (Univ);  Crime  Doctor's 

Courage  (Col)  100 

Century — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  3rd  wk 110 

Gopher — This  Man's  Navy  (M-G-M) 125 

Lyric — Belle  of  Yukon  (RKO),  2nd  wk 90 

Orpheum — Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ),  stage 

show  150 

Radio  City — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  2nd  wk 100 

State — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox);  Bowery  to 
Broadway  (Univ),  plus  Glen  Gray  and  Merry 

Macs  160 

World — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col),  3rd  wk 100 


"St.  Louis"  and  "Crime"  Lead  Omaha 
Percentage  Parade  of  Week 

OMAHA — Neither  bad  weather  nor  the  new 
midnight  curfew  could  keep  down  good  Oma- 
ha theatre  business.  Leading  the  percentage 
parade  were  the  second  week  of  “Meet  Me 
in  St.  Louis”  at  the  Omaha  and  “Having 
a Wonderful  Crime”  and  “Leave  It  to  Blondie” 
at  the  Brandeis. 


Brctndeis — Having  a Wonderful  Crime  (RKO); 

Leave  It  to  Blondie  (Col)  125 

Omaha — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk., 

moveover  from  Paramount 125 

Orpheum — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ),  plus  La  Vie 

Paree  on  stage 120 

Paramount — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 105 

State — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M) 125 

Town — Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep);  Grissly's 
Millions  (Rep);  The  Mark  of  the  Whistler 
(Col)  ; 100 


"Caballeros"  Draws  Best  Crowds 
At  Des  Moines;  Weather  Bad 

DES  MOINES  — Despite  typical  March 
weather,  downtown  A houses  here  managed 
to  do  average  business  last  week.  Drawing 
the  best  crowds  was  “The  Three  Caballeros,” 
on  a double  bill  with  “The  Crime  Doctor’s 
Courage”  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre.  “Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis,”  in  its  second  week  at  the 
Paramount,  won  second  place  honors,  and 
Deanna  Durbin  in  “Can’t  Help  Singing”  had 
the  smallest  attendance. 

Des  Moines — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 85 

Orpheum — Three  Caballeros  (RKO);  The  Crime 

Doctor's  Courage  (Col) 120 

Paramount — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 100 


MIDWEST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


The  first  theatrical 
pride  and  joy  of  G.  L. 
DeNune  was  the  Nemo 
Theatre,  Belle  Plaine, 
Iowa,  back  in  1914. 
Changing  his  residence 
to  De  Witt,  in  1916, 
he  promptly  purchased 
the  present  Majestic 
which  he  has  owned 
and  operated  for  the 
last  29  years.  A mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  De  Witt,  and 
Elks  at  Clinton,  he  also  devotes  a great  deal 
of  time  to  civic  activities.  His  favorite  forms 
of  diversion  are  golf  and  card  playing. 
DeNune  is  known  to  intimates  as  “Buck.” 
He  belongs  to  no  exhibitor  organization  but 
follows  carefully  industry  trends. 


Ida  J.  Panknen  Gibbs 

of  Marengo,  Iowa,  en- 
tered the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  28  years 
ago — apparently  as  a 
babe-in-arms,  judging 
by  her  youthful  ap- 
pearance. Her  film 
career  was  started  in 
Marengo  and  she  has 
remained  there  ever 
since.  She  operates  the 
Strand,  which  seats 
303  persons.  Mrs.  Gibbs 
belongs  to  no  exhibitor  associations,  and  she 
is  not  affiliated  with  any  service  club  or  fra- 
ternal organization.  Her  interest  in  civic  af- 
fairs is  confined  to  purveying  good  screen 
fare  to  her  townspeople.  Her  favorite  diver- 
sions are  golf,  dancing  and  good  dramas. 


Theodore  H.  Tomter, 

Highmore,  S.  D.,  was 
operating  an  ice  cream 
parlor  and  confection- 
ery store  prior  to  his 
introduction  to  the  in- 
dustry in  1916,  and  has 
never  regretted  his 
move.  Owner  of  the 
Grand  there,  Tomter 
has  been  operating  in 
the  same  building  28 
years.  Soon  after  his 
theatre  purchase  years 
ago,  he  got  a job  in  a bank  as  a bookkeeper 
and  teller,  a dual  role  he  held  eight  years. 
Today,  besides  running  this  house,  he  is  also 
helping  out  in  a clothing  store,  because  of 
shortage  of  labor.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order. 


William  N.  Young- 

claus,  Grand  Island, 
Neb.,  started  in  the  in- 
dustry as  projection- 
ist in  Grand  Island’s 
first  theatre,  the  Lyric, 
in  1912.  Since  that 
time,  he  has  been 
manager  and  operator 
of  several  houses. 
Present  owner  of  the 
Island  and  Empress 
theatres,  Youngclaus 
also  finds  time  for  civic 
and  social  functions.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masons,  Elks,  Variety,  Legion,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars,  and  the  Liederkranz  Society. 
For  relaxation,  there’s  nothing  he’d  rather  do 
than  romp  with  his  three-and-a-half-year- 
old  son,  William  R.  Youngclaus. 

Owner  of  the  Circle, 

Nevada,  Iowa,  and 
known  to  his  friends 
as  “Grossy,”  W.  P. 

Grossman  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  the- 
atre industry  in  1921, 
and  for  the  past  24 
years  has  been  an  in- 
tegral part  of  it. 

Grossman  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Al- 
lied Theatre  Owners 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska, 
and  a member  of  the  library  board.  He  is 
a Shriner.  The  rod-and-reel  sport  is  his 
favorite,  and  one  of  these  days,  he  vows  to 
do  nothing  more  than  fish  in  an  Iowa  stream. 
Grossman  is  married  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Gloria. 


Opening  the  Rialto 
Theatre,  Des  Moines, 

Iowa,  in  partnership 
with  his  father  in 
1912,  Barney  Brotman 
has  been  active  in  the 
film  industry  since. 

The  elder  Brotman 
died  in  1942  and  Bar- 
ney is  now  in  business 
with  his  mother.  Presi- 
dent of  the  Quad  City 
Theatre  Managers 
Ass’n,  he  is  also  chair- 
man of  the  Tri-City  Jewish  Center  and  be- 
longs to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Other 
affiliations  are  the  Elks,  B’nai  B’rith  and 
Zionist  Organization  of  America.  He  claims 
the  Prairie  district  gin  rummy  champion- 
ship and  he  enjoys  golf  and  handball. 

Embarking  in  show 
business  with  his  fath- 
er at  the  Grand  The- 
a t r e,  Breckenridge, 
Minn.,  in  1904,  Leo 
Gilles,  Wahpeton,  N. 
D.,  became  familiar 
with  the  technical  as 
well  as  the  financial 
end.  In  1919,  they 
bought  out  the  Braun 
Theatre,  Wahpeton, 
and  ran  it  for  19  years. 
Soon  after,  Gilles  sr. 
retired,  and  Leo  built  his  present  house,  the 
686-seat  Gilles,  which  he  still  operates.  A 
member  of  the  American  Legion,  he  was  also 
its  commander  last  year.  Taking  great  pride 
in  belonging  to  the  industry,  he  has  done 
much  toward  its  promotion. 

H.  H.  Walker  was  run- 
ning a profitable  jew- 
elry business  in  1915 
when  he  decided  to  try 
motion-picture  exhib- 
iting as  a sideline.  He 
has  stuck  with  the  in- 
dustry ever  since  and 
now  operates  an  at- 
tractive 200-seat  house, 
the  Strand,  in  Minto, 

N.  D.  Like  many  other 
alert  showmen.  Walker 
realizes  the  advantage 
of  purveying  a product  that  has  already  been 
“sold”  to  the  consumer.  Thus  he  is  a staunch 
advocate  of  advance  publicity,  advertising  and 
exploitation.  He  has  five  children;  two  sons, 
Harold  and  Leonard,  are  with  the  armed 
forces  overseas. 
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KANSAS  CITY 


D P.  Hagen  of  the  checking  department  of 
Warner  Bros,  was  at  the  local  branch 
this  week  . . . A.  W.  Parker,  the  checking 
supervisor  here,  is  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

Mrs.  Lavinia  Stewart,  a newcomer  to  the 
film  industry,  is  biller  at  Warners,  replacing 
Genevieve  McConnell,  who  resigned  to  join 
her  husband  in  the  army  at  Belleville,  111. 

. . . Dorothy  Downing,  stenographer,  is  an- 
other addition  at  Warners. 

Ed  Bruegging,  former  head  shipper  at  War- 
ners, was  home  on  a furlough  and  has  now 
gone  to  Camp  Ord,  Calif.  . . . Nelson  Burruss, 
former  booker  at  Warners  and  now  a glider 
pilot,  has  landed  in  England  . . . Frank  Nor- 
ris, Warners,  has  been  in  England  a year  . . . 
Larry  Wilson  is  at  Jersey  City  in  the  quarter- 
master’s department. 

The  local  RKO  contingent  stepped  up  its 
activities  in  the  Ned  Depinet  drive  by  apply- 
ing some  of  the  traditional  theatre  show- 
manship. The  usual  strings  of  banners 
at  the  exchange  is  given  a special  touch  by 
a huge  “mural”  hung  from  the  ceiling  depict- 
ing boxers  in  a ring — designated  “K.  C. 
Branch”  and  “Kid  Quota” — with  the  former 
aiming  a knockout  punch  at  the  latter. 

George  L.  Morche  is  a new  salesman  at 
RKO.  He  will  travel  the  southern  Kansas 
block.  He  lives  at  Hutchinson,  Kas.,  and  has 
had  no  previous  experience  in  the  film  in- 
dustry. He  succeeds  George  Hinton,  resigned 
because  of  ill  health. 

Ray  Nolan,  district  manager  of  RKO,  was 
in  Kansas  City  a few  days. 

Mrs.  Alice  Meyers  is  the  new  switchboard 
operator  at  RKO.  Frances  Stickle,  whom  she 
succeeds,  has  been  promoted  to  the  contract 
desk.  Mary  Ann  Elliott,  former  contract 
clerk,  takes  over  as  biller,  replacing  Betty  Lou 
Kelcey,  resigned. 

Mrs.  Olive  Humanick  is  the  new  secretary 
to  Beverly  Miller,  PRC  franchise  holder.  She 
replaces  Helen  Canadam  who  is  leaving  the 
film  business.  Mrs.  Humanick’s  husband  Paul 
is  in  the  army  in  Italy. 

The  Red  Cross  dominated  the  monthly  bul- 
letin of  the  Eldon,  Mo.,  Ozark  Theatre.  Tom 
Edwards,  manager,  devoted  the  entire  page  in 
which  he  usually  boosts  his  programs  to  tell- 
ing about  the  drive. 

Contributed  by  Jack  Truitt,  Electric,  Kan- 
sas City,  Kas.:  Three  women  were  observed 
on  Minnesota  Ave.  here  on  a recent  eve- 
ning window-shopping.  They  had  one  flash- 
light which  they  “turned”  on  the  show  win- 
dows doing  their  own  illumination  of  the 
displays. 

Many  theatres  in  this  area  adjusted  their 
schedules  months  ago  to  close  well  before 
midnight  out  of  consideration  for  war  work- 
ers who  had  to  rise  early.  Jack  Truitt  re- 
counts he  moved  up  the  Electric  schedule 
several  months  ago  when  there  was  com- 
plaint from  government  sources  regarding 
war  workers  showing  up  late  for  their  jobs. 
Patrons  now  can  come  as  late  as  8:45,  see 
the  full  show  and  get  home  and  in  bed  by 
midnight. 

Frank  C.  Hensler,  M-G-M  manager,  and 
Mrs.  Hensler  left  to  visit  their  daughter  and 
son-in-law,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Lively, 
at  Miami  where  he  is  aide  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  naval  base.  Lively  returned 
recently  from  two  years  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Lon  Fidler,  Monogram  franchise  holder, 
traveled  on  to  Denver  this  week.  While  here 


BACK  FROM  THE  WARS— Sgt.  Bill 
Kubitzki  (left),  home  from  aerial  bat- 
tling in  the  European  area,  and  Ira 
“Round  Man”  Martin  of  Detroit,  former 
waist  gunner  with  Kubitzki  on  a bomber 
crew,  attended  the  WAC  Red  Cross  drive 
rally  held  at  Hotel  Muehlebach  in  Kan- 
sas City  recently.  Standing  behind  the 
two  seated  youths  is  Gus  Kubitzki,  Bill’s 
father,  and  a 20th-Fox  sales  executive  of 
Kansas  City.  Bill  telephoned  Martin,  re- 
leased a short  time  ago,  and  the  latter 
came  here  for  the  reunion. 


he  took  in  the  special  screening  of  “Forever 
Yours”  and  was  pleased  with  the  attendance 
and  enthusiastic  response  . . . Geraldine  Haw- 
kins, M-G-M  traveling  auditor,  was  here 
for  a short  stay,  then  moved  on  to  the  St. 
Louis  exchange. 

Rube  Finkelstein  announced  that  the 
Paseo  at  Marlborough  will  reopen  March  17. 

Carl  Pressley,  Madison,  Huntsville,  Ark., 
paid  his  first  visit  in  two  months  to  Filmrow 
last  week.  He  reports  that  M.  B.,  the  father 
of  the  “Pressley  boys”  who  is  on  vacation  at 
Huntsville,  is  getting  along  fine.  The  Madi- 
son, Carl  said,  will  be  renovated  next  spring 
with  some  remodeling  and  installation  of  a 
new  screen  and  possibly  new  seats. 

Mail  Orders  for  "Harriet" 
Swamp  Omaha's  Staff 

OMAHA — Manager  Rollin  K.  Stonebrook 
and  his  Omaha  Theatre  staff  were  buried 
under  mail  orders  for  the  presentation  of 
“Harriet”  here  this  week.  More  than  $5,000 
was  returned. 

Every  seat  was  sold  within  a few  days  after 
mail  seats  opened.  “Several  thousand  re- 
quests must  go  unfilled,”  he  said.  “We  tried 
in  every  way  to  provide  a matinee  and  an- 
other night’s  performance  was  impossible.” 

It  was  the  fastest  mail  order  sale  in  Omaha 
history. 


Rogers  Closes  Vilia 

LOVILIA,  IOWA— The  Vilia  Theatre  has 
been  closed  for  an  indefinite  period.  It  has 
been  operated  by  Walter  Rogers. 


Pirate  Role  in  “Captain  Kidd" 

The  pirate  role  in  United  Artists’  “Cap- 
tain Kidd”  has  been  handed  John  Qualen. 


Divorcement  Bill 
Up  in  Minnesota 

MINNEAPOLIS  — Theatre  divorcement  is 
up  in  the  legislation  again.  A bill  has  been 
introduced  in  the  lower  house  prohibiting 
film  producers  or  distributors  from  owning 
“in  whole  or  in  part”  or  operating  movie  thea- 
tres in  Minnesota.  Measure  would  become 
effective  12  months  after  enactment  and 
there  would  be  a penalty  of  a $10,000  fine  or  a 
year  in  jail  for  violation. 

As  far  as  can  be  learned  here,  there  is  no 
organized  backing  behind  the  bill.  It  appar- 
ently is  the  brainchild  of  the  legislator  who 
introduced  it  and  he  declines  to  reveal 
whether  his  action  was  at  the  behest  of  any 
individual  or  group.  There  has  been  no 
agitation  recently  by  independent  exhibitor 
leaders  here  for  such  legislation. 

A similar  bill  was  introduced  in  the  Minne- 
sota legislature  five  years  ago  and  died  in 
committee.  It’s  not  expected  that  the  pres- 
ent measure  will  get  far,  either.  However, 
such  a law  was  enacted  in  North  Dakota  and 
later  repealed  while  it  was  being  contested  in 
the  courts. 


Anti-Ascap  Bill  in;  North  Central 
Allied  Is  Not  Sponsoring  It 

MINNEAPOLIS — Henry  Greene  jr„  presi- 
dent of  North  Central  Allied,  independent 
exhibitors  organization,  says  that  his  organi- 
zation had  no  hand  in  the  preparation  or  in- 
troduction of  an  anti-Ascap  bill  now  before 
the  state  legislature.  Its  introduction,  he 
says,  was  all  news  to  him  and  it  will  be  up  to 
the  body’s  members  to  decide  if  they  care 
to  support  it. 

The  bill  requires  Ascap  or  its  members  to 
furnish  a verified  list  of  copyrighted  works  to 
each  theatre  or  other  establishments  licensed 
by  the  American  Society  of  Composers  and 
Publishers  and  also  to  publish  such  a list  in 
designated  legal  publications.  Penalties  are 
provided  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quirements. 

Just  before  the  measure’s  introduction, 
three  suits  brought  by  Ascap  against  exhibi- 
tors were  tried  in  federal  court,  but  the  ac- 
tions were  settled  before  the  trial  judge  could 
render  his  decision  regarding  the  validity  of 
the  Ascap  music  tax  which  the  defendants 
challenged.  Two  of  the  settlements  were  in 
Ascap’s  favor  (made  without  the  approval 
of  S.  P.  Halperin  and  Louis  B.  Schwartz, 
counsel  who  had  defended  the  suits)  and 
the  other  in  favor  of  Bennie  Berger’s  Duluth 
theatre. 

Halperin,  who  is  counsel  for  Berger,  in- 
sists that  his  client  has  not  taken  out  Ascap 
licenses  for  any  of  his  theatres  and  will  not 
do  so.  He  says  he  was  disappointed  because 
Ascap  asked  for  a dismissal  with  prejudice, 
instead  of  permitting  the  issue  to  go  to  a 
decision.  The  other  two  settlements  called 
for  the  defendant  exhibitors  to  take  out 
licenses. 


Ernest  Amoneno  Purchases 
The  Aladdin  Theatre  Bldg. 

KANSAS  CITY— A building  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  Fifteenth  St.  and  Belmont 
Ave. — with  its  principal  tenant  the  Aladdin 
Theatre — has  been  purchased  for  about  $50,- 
000  by  the  tenant  and  manager  of  the  the- 
atre, Ernest  Amoneno,  from  the  Bell  Theatre 
Corp. 

The  property  had  been  acquired  last  year 
by  the  Bell  organization  for  $40,000.  The 
structure  was  erected  in  1927  at  a cost  of 
about  $100,000,  and  was  designed  to  seat  900 
persons.  Five  storerooms  are  included  in 
the  building. 
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Nebraska's  Sales  Tax 
Dies  in  Committee 

LINCOLN,  NEB. — Lincoln  will  remain  the 
“White  Spot  of  the  Nation”  for  at  least  two 
more  years. 

By  unanimous  action,  the  legislature’s  reve- 
nue committee  has  killed  a bill  which  pro- 
vided for  a two  per  cent  sales  and  use  tax. 
The  measure  would  have  gone  into  effect 
July  1 with  the  revenue  going  to  schools 
and  assistance  funds. 

Sen.  Ladd  J.  Hubka  of  Beatrice,  who  in- 
troduced the  bill,  said  he  would  not  attempt 
to  revive  it. 


Mantzke  Reported  Lined 
Up  With  Independents 

MINNEAPOLIS — Although  no  official  word 
is  forthcoming,  reports  have  it  that  a large 
independent  circuit  in  the  territory  has  lined 
up  with  the  buying  and  booking  organization 
which  Frank  Mantzke,  former  Universal 
branch  manager  here  and  in  Milwaukee,  is 
launching.  Mantzke  himself  is  keeping  silent 
regarding  his  progress. 

With  film  prices  soaring  and  percentage 
demands  increasing,  a number  of  independent 
leaders  here  have  expressed  themselves — off 
the  record — in  favor  of  such  a combination, 
but  whether  many  of  the  larger  operators 
would  join  it  is  considered  problematical  in 
trade  circles.  Most  of  these  latter  prefer  to 
do  their  own  buying  and  booking  and  believe 
they  can  do  these  more  advantageously  than 
any  outsider  representing  a group,  it’s  pointed 
out.  However,  it  is  admitted,  small-town  ex- 
hibitors might  find  such  a combine  suitable 
to  their  needs. 

Previous  efforts  in  this  territory  to  organize 
a buying  and  booking  group  have  failed. 
They’ve  always  encountered  opposition  from 
distributors  and  will  continue  to  do  so.  Some 
of  the  local  branch  managers  insist  they’ll 
deal  only  with  individual  exhibitors.  Others 
assert  that  there  could  be  no  better  deal  for 
group  members  than  for  individuals. 

Even  before  Mantzke’s  present  move  there 
had  been  moves  by  certain  individuals  to 
sound  out  exhibitors  regarding  a buying  and 
booking  group  and  it  is  known  that  at  least 
one  veteran  salesman  was  planning  to  start 
a combination  if  sufficient  exhibitor  encour- 
agement was  forthcoming. 


Many  Twin  City  Houses 
Holding  Off  'Seeing  You' 

MINNEAPOLIS — Twin  City  independent 
exhibitors  are  keeping  up  their  fight  against 
percentage  in  the  face  of  its  increasing  in- 
roads and  increasing  distributor  demands. 

Following  an  individual  boycott  by  the  Twin 
City  independents  against  Selznick’s  “I’ll  Be 
Seeing  You”  because  of  what  they  regard  as 
“stiff  percentage  terms,”  deal  is  now  being- 
offered  guaranteeing  exhibitors  a profit.  How- 
ever, the  deal  still  calls  for  percentage. 

It’s  claimed  that  because  of  the  percentage 
demands  fully  50  per  cent  of  Twin  City  in- 
dependents are  holding  off  of  Selznick’s  “I’ll 
Be  Seeing  You,”  although  the  picture  did  ex- 
ceptionally big  business  in  its  long  loop  first- 
run. 

Universal  also  has  the  Twin  City  indepen- 
dents growling  because  its  deal  calls  for  two 
percentage  pictures,  including  “Can’t  Help 
Singing.”  The  Columbia  insistence  on  per- 
centage for  “Song  to  Remember,”  its  first 
percentage  picture  without  an  alternate  deal 
for  the  Twin  City  group,  also  has  the  boys 
growling. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


TATalter  Hoffman,  20th-Fox  exploiteer,  and 
” Don  Alexander  of  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.,  et  al„  are  being  congratulated  for  the 
fine  campaign  they  turned  in  for  “Winged 
Victory”  at  the  State.  It’s  helping  a great 
picture  do  sensational  business. 


joined  the  20th-Fox  sales  staff  and  will  cover 
South  Dakota.  Warren  Branton  has  been 
moved  from  South  Dakota  to  northern  Min- 
nesota, the  territory  formerly  covered  by 
Casper  Choinard  who  resigned  to  return  to 
United  Artists  as  Twin  City  salesman. 


Holdovers  continue  at  a record-breaking 
rate  in  downtown  Minneapolis.  The  past  week 
there  were  four  of  them.  Two  were  in  their 
third  week  and  two  in  their  second  . . . 
Showhouses  throughout  the  territory  got  a 
bad  weekend  weather  break  that  cut  into 
grosses,  what  with  near-blizzards,  sub-zero 
temperatures  and  icy  roads,  streets  and  pave- 
ments. 

Ben  C.  Marcus,  Columbia  district  manager, 
expected  in  from  Kansas  City  this  weekend 
. . . Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Bill  Rodman,  Eagle  Bend  and 
Bertha,  Minn.;  Jack  Hey  wood,  New  Rich- 
mond, Wis.,  and  Don  Buckley,  Redwood 
Falls,  Minn. 

Republic’s  “Utah,”  starring  Roy  Rogers, 
gets  a loop  first  run  at  the  Gopher  here 
March  22  . . . Mannie  Gottleib,  Universal  dis- 
trict manager,  due  in  town. 

When  PRC  couldn’t  get  a satisfactory  loop 
first  run  deal  for  “When  the  Lights  Go  On 
Again”  it  arranged  for  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day first  runs  in  nine  local  independent 
neighborhood  houses,  including  such  ace  de 
luxe  spots  as  the  Edina,  Avalon,  Nile,  Boule- 
vard, Camden,  Homewood,  Heights,  Empress 
and  Heights.  The  picture  also  has  been 
booked  into  16  other  Minneapolis  neighbor- 
hood theatres.  The  distributor  used  a news- 
paper display  ad  to  call  the  public’s  attention 
to  the  neighborhood  house  engagements.  In 
St.  Paul  the  picture  had  a downtown  first  run 
at  the  World  and  did  brisk  business. 

Returns  on  the  “March  of  Dimes”  drive 
still  are  incomplete,  according  to  Bill  Sears 
and  W.  H.  Workman,  co-chairman  for  the 
state,  but  the  collections  already  set  a new- 
record  high.  Eleven  theatres  remain  to  re- 
port. 

RKO  here  continues  in  second  place  in  the 
fourth  week  of  the  Ned  Depinet  drive.  It 
was  at  the  top  the  first  two  weeks. 

Harry  Buck,  formerly  of  Monogram,  has 


GOVERNOR  ACCEPTS  — Governor 
Thye  of  Minnesota  is  invited  to  the  USO 
premiere  of  UA’s  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You”  at 
the  Paramount  Theatre,  St.  Paul.  The 
invitation  is  being  tendered  by  Warren 
Burger,  chairman  of  the  USO  council,  and 
Judge  Robert  V.  Rensch,  chairman  of  the 
USO  management  committee. 


Emmy  Nydeig,  20th-Fox  second  booker,  is 
spending  her  two-week  vacation  resting  at 
home  . . . The  11:45  p.  m.  closing  at  North- 
west Variety  Club,  necessitated  by  the  gov- 
ernment curfew,  is  hard  for  members  to  get 
accustomed  to,  particularly  on  Saturday 
nights.  Social  events,  however,  will  start 
earlier  and  there’ll  be  just  as  good  times  as 
ever,  according  to  Art  Anderson,  Chief 
Barker. 

The  name  of  the  cute  little  new  booking 
stenographer  at  20th-Fox  is  Orlean  Ander- 
son, in  case  you’re  interested — and  what  man 
visiting  the  exchange  isn’t? 

W.  S.  Paynter  Death  Recalls 
Early  Minstrel  in  Omaha 

OMAHA — Services  were  held  here  for  W.  S. 
“Billy”  Paynter,  78,  one  of  the  last  of  the 
contacts  with  the  days  of  burnt  cork  min- 
strels, who  died  February  23. 

As  an  old  time  minstrel,  Paynter  sang, 
joked  and  did  specialties  for  most  of  the 
amateur  presentations  in  Omaha  for  many 
years.  He  was  acquainted  with  the  great 
minstrels  of  his  day,  including  Primrose  and 
West,  A1  G.  Field,  Honey  Boy  Evans,  Haverly, 
Thacher,  Beach  and  Bowers,  Hi  Henry,  Lew 
Dockstader  and  others. 

For  a number  of  years  he  had  worked  with 
the  street  railway  company  here.  A scrap- 
book, carefully  kept,  told  of  important  the- 
atrical events  in  Omaha. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  sons,  Maj.  Floyd 
Paynter  in  Belgium,  Arthur  Paynter  of  Chi- 
cago, and  daughter,  Mrs.  Hazel  Grace  of 
Omaha. 

All  But  90  in  Northwest 
Sign  for  Cross  Efforts 

MINNEAPOLIS — Every  theatre  in  the  ter- 
ritory will  participate  in  the  Red  Cross  col- 
lections, according  to  present  indications.  At 
the  start  of  this  week,  710  of  the  800  operat- 
ing showhouses  had  “signed  up,”  it  was  an- 
nounced by  John  J.  Friedl,  War  Activities 
Committee  chairman. 

Friedl  handed  an  orchid  to  film  salesmen 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  lined  up 
exhibitors  assigned  to  them.  It  has  been  a 
fine  job,  he  said. 

“The  enthusiasm  being  manifested  all  down 
the  line  bespeaks  the  utmost  in  cooperation,” 
says  Friedl.  “It  is  apparent  that  the  film 
trade  realizes  the  urgent  and  great  need  this 
time  and  is  determined  to  do  its  part  for  the 
great  cause  and  respond  as  it  always  has  re- 
sponded before. 


Klingman  to  Omaha 

OMAHA — Harold  Klingman,  a veteran  of 
20  years  in  the  film  business,  has  arrived 
from  Minneapolis  to  join  the  Columbia  sales 
staff  here.  His  territory  has  not  yet  been 
assigned. 
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Columnist  Says  Studios  Should  Go 
Back  to  "Humdrum"  Film  Themes 


Frcm  Mideast  Edition 

PITTSBURGH — Joseph  A.  Breig,  writer  of 
the  One  Man’s  Opinion  column  in  the  Sun- 
Telegraph,  commented  recently  that  a thea- 
tregoing friend  had  told  him  that  the  “Legion 
of  Decency  had  chased  most  of  the  smut 
out  of  movies.” 

“What  is  needed  now,  I am  told,  is  a legion 
of  a different  kind,”  Breig  continued.  “But 
some  of  them  are  pointless  and  tiresome. 
‘Inane’  is  the  word  my  friend  used. 

“It  may  be  that  we  are  passing  through  a 
phase.  Writers  and  directors  who  had  fallen 
into  the  habit  of  depending  upon  emotional 
immaturity  to  draw  the  crowds  need  time, 
I suppose,  to  adjust  themselves  to  a cleaner 
environment.  Patience  would  seem  to  be  in- 
dicated. After  all,  they  are  competing  with 
the  most  gripping  of  all  dramas.  I refer  to 
what  we  used  to  call  our  humdrum  daily  lives. 
This  is  the  time  when  fact  is  really  stranger 
than  fiction. 

Cites  His  Own  Experience 

“For  myself,  I know  that  something  has 
happened  either  to  the  movies  or  to  me. 
Maybe  something  has  happened  to  both  of 
us.  Our  relations  for  some  time  have  been 
decidedly  cool.  And  I am  not  happy  about 
it.  It  is  hindering  my  spiritual  develop- 
ment. There  was  a time  when  I could  do 
penance  in  Lent  by  staying  away  from  the 
shows.  Now  it  is  rather  more  of  a penance 
to  go.  But  I might  as  well  confess  honestly 
that  I am  not  going.  I think  I know  my  own 
strength.  This  is  one  mortification  from 
which  I shrink. 

“But  seriously,  I do  not  entirely  blame  the 
movies.  Nor  would  I think  of  pretending 
that  none  are  worthwhile.  Many  are  pleasant, 
some  are  delightful,  and  now  and  then  one 
like  ‘Going  My  Way’  will  rise  to  the  heights. 

“But  I suspect  that  the  men  who  make  the 
movies  are  falling  into  a fundamental  error. 
They  are  thinking  in  terms  of  ten  years  ago. 
They  have  not  noticed  the  headlines.  They 
are  trying  to  be  more  dramatic  than  life. 
And  at  this  moment  in  history,  that  is  im- 
possible. I defy  any  one  to  imagine  anything 
more  wildly  dramatic  than  the  factual  reports 
in  the  daily  newspapers. 

“What  is  needed  is  a complete  reversal  of 
outlook.  The  movie-makers  must  stand  on 
their  heads.  When  a man  goes  to  a show,  he 
is  looking  for  wonderland.  He  is  seeking  a 
new  world.  What  he  wants  is  something 
which  to  him  is  extraordinary;  and  the  only 
things  extraordinary  today  are  the  ordinary 
things.  We  are  ready  now  to  appreciate  what 
we  used  to  call  humdrum  mediocrity. 

“Our  minds  are  filled  with  mechanical 
monsters  called  tanks;  with  flying  Franken- 
steins  called  robot-bombs;  with  fire  and 
thunder  and  the  crashing  of  worlds.  This  is 
our  daily  diet.  Call  me  an  escapist  if  you 
will;  but  what  a man  wants  of  the  theatre 
today  is  that  primeval  drama  which  is  hidden 


Death  Valley  Mack  Sued 
By  Girls  in  Cafe  Deal 

Des  Moines — Two  Iowans,  Mary  Muger- 
dichen  and  Deba  Sharolan,  both  21,  have 
brought  suit  in  Los  Angeles  for  $6,126 
damages  against  Sampson  McDonald,  68, 
a film  character  actor  known  as  “Death 
Valley  Mack,”  it  was  learned  here  last 
week.  The  girls  are  both  from  Davenport. 

The  girls  testified  they  paid  §800  to 
McDonald  believing  they  were  buying  his 
safe.  They  said  the  original  “bill  of  sale,” 
written  on  a paper  napkin,  was  so  ambigu- 
ous they  did  not  realize  they  were  sub- 
leasing the  cafe  instead  of  buying. 

They  filed  suit  against  McDonald  after 
the  cafe  was  closed  by  the  health  depart- 
ment because  it  was  said  to  be  rat- 
infested. 

McDonald  denied  ambiguity  in  the 
lease,  which  he  said  provided  he  could 
continue  eating  at  the  restaurant  for  two 
years  and  “meet  the  public  there.” 


in  the  laughter  of  children,  the  love  of  a 
father  and  mother,  the  simple  self-sacrifice 
of  the  maiden  aunt,  the  quiet  prayer  of  the 
grandmother  in  her  rocker.  Let  the  movies 
give  us  the  meaning  of  those  things,  and  we 
will  again  find  it  a penance  to  stay  home 
in  Lent.” 

Gloria  Nord,  an  Iowa-Born 
Skater,  Signed  for  Picture 

DES  MOINES  — Gloria  Nord,  Iowa-born 
star  of  “The  Skating  Vanities,”  currently 
showing  at  the  Coliseum  here,  revealed  last 
week  that  she  would  soon  do  a full-length 
film  for  20th-Fox.  Gloria  has  already  ap- 
peared in  “Pinup  Girl”  with  Betty  Grable. 

The  21-year-old  skater  is  eager  to  make  her 
picture  “so  people  will  see  skating  is  beau- 
tiful and  not  just  a roller  derby.”  She  also 
has  other  Hollywood  ambitions — to  do  musi- 
cals, dance  without  skates,  and  do  some  dra- 
matic acting,  for  which  she  has  been  trained. 

“The  Vanities,”  appearing  here  for  the 
second  consecutive  year,  is  doing  landslide 
business  on  its  nine-day  run. 


New  Sound  at  Centralia; 

CENTRALIA,  KAS.— Henry  Haverkamp, 
owner  and  manager  of  the  Centralia  Theatre, 
has  installed  a complete  new  Sound  Master 
sound  equipment.  The  improvement  was  an- 
nounced in  the  local  Journal. 

An  article  in  the  same  issue  also  an- 
nounced Haverkamp  had  opened  his  theatre 
to  all  members  of  the  armed  forces  in  uni- 
form free. 


Eddie  Waits  for  a Train— in  Jail! 


OMAHA — Eddie  Schnitzer,  United  Artists 
assistant  sales  manager  and  Red  Cross  tour 
member,  ended  up  in  jail  here — but  it  was 
all  in  fun.  While  waiting  for  a train,  William 
Miskell,  Tri-States  Theatres  district  manager 
and  exhibitor  chairman,  took  the  traveling 
Red  Cross  party  to  the  city  police  headquar- 
ters where  he  spends  part  of  each  day  in 
safety  council  work. 

Schnitzer  proved  cagy  at  first  when  they 
took  him  on  a visit  of  cells  but  finally  a police- 
man, in  on  the  conspiracy,  snapped  a lock 


on  him  in  a vacant  cell.  Most  everyone  in 
the  jail  was  snoozing  when  Schnitzer  arrived, 
but  not  the  moment  he  was  trapped. 

“I  didn’t  kill  him,”  bellowed  Schnitzer,  “I’m 
no  thief.  You  can’t  keep  me  in  here.” 

Immediately  his  “jailmates”  were  aroused. 
The  place  turned  into  an  uproar  in  which 
Schnitzer  was  left  while  his  “friends”  went 
in  search  of  a photographer  who  could  get 
the  proof  that  Schnitzer  had  really  been 
behind  bars.  When  the  photographer  couldn’t 
be  aroused,  Schnitzer  finally  was  released  with 
an  experience  to  remember  Omaha  by. 


Tri-States  Employes 
Honor  Service  Men 

GRAND  ISLAND — Forty-five  employes  of 
the  Tri-States  Grand  and  Capitol  theatres 
here  honored  five  young  service  men  at  a 
party  at  the  Woodland  Country  Club,  after 
the  closing  of  the  theatres  for  the  night. 

Honored  were  Robert  Hoffa,  Capitol  door- 
man who  is  leaving  soon  for  the  navy;  Sgt. 
Bob  Kerwood,  home  from  the  European  the- 
atre of  operations;  Bob  Furniss,  who  is  tak- 
ing navy  V12  training  at  Lafayette,  La.;  Sgt. 
Dale  F.  Barr,  an  instructor  at  the  Sioux  City, 
Iowa  air  field,  and  Bob  Elder,  in  the  navy. 

Dancing  and  games  were  followed  by  re- 
freshments. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wally  Kemp  an^ 
Mrs.  Harry  Schiller  chaperoned.  Kemp  is 
Tri-States  Theatres  city  manager,  and  Mrs. 
Schiller  is  widow  of  the  late  city  manager. 

Bill  for  Prewar  Time 
Losing  at  Lincoln 

LINCOLN — Members  of  the  film  industry, 
as  well  as  all  Nebraska,  have  their  eyes  on  a 
bill  in  the  legislature  that  would  turn  the 
state’s  clock  back  to  prewar  time. 

Observers  believe  the  bill  is  approved  in 
principle  by  practically  every  legislator,  but 
feel  it  will  lose  because  of  confusion  that  set- 
ting Nebraska  clocks  apart  from  those  in 
the  rest  of  the  nation  would  cause,  particu- 
larly in  connection  with  radio  programs  and 
train  and  bus  schedules. 

Sen.  Edwin  Schultz,  Elgin,  farmer  and  in- 
troducer of  the  bill,  says  that  “Even  if  the 
bill  fails  it  should  help  serve  its  purpose  to 
let  the  nation  know  that  Nebraska  doesn’t 
like  war  time.” 

Cafe  Is  Only  Violator 
Of  the  Omaha  Curfew 

OMAHA — Theatres  gave  neither  police  nor 
the  war  manpower  commission  any  trouble 
in  the  first  week  of  the  midnight  curfew 
here,  but  action  was  brought  against  one 
restaurant. 

Jim  Bell,  operator  of  a 24-hour  cafe,  was 
ordered  to  close  at  midnight  in  the  future 
at  a special  WMC  hearing  and  the  cases 
of  two  others  were  dropped  because  there 
was  doubt  of  the  willfulness  of  their  viola- 
tion. 


Lou  Kahn  to  Coast 

DES  MOINES — Lou  Kahn,  owner  of  the 
Grand  Theatre  here,  left  last  weekend  to 
join  his  wife  and  two  daughters  in  California, 
where  the  family  will  make  their  home.  Kahn 
will  make  periodic  trips  to  Des  Moines  to 
make  bookings  and  take  care  of  other  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  theatre. 


Films  Close  to  War 

OMAHA — Irvin  E.  Deer  of  Evanston,  111., 
field  representative  of  the  MPPDA,  told  the 
Tribe  of  Yessir  luncheon  meeting  here  that 
one  of  the  first  things  following  our  fight- 
ing forces  into  liberated  countries  is  the 
American  motion  picture. 


MAC  to  Play  "Song  to  Remember" 

MINNEAPOLIS — Columbia’s  special  pro- 
duction, “A  Song  to  Remember,”  will  be 
played  over  all  the  houses  of  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  it  is  announced  by  Ben  C. 
Marcus,  midwest  division  manager  for  Co- 
lumbia. Acting  for  MAC  in  the  negotiations 
were  J.  J.  Friedl,  general  manager,  and  John 
Branton,  buyer. 


Wayne  in  Top  "Expendable"  Role 

John  Wayne  and  Leon  Ames  are  set  for  top 
roles  in  Metro’s  “They  Were  Expendable.” 
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Martin  Corp.  Acquires 
Cinema  at  Detroit 

DETROIT  — The  Martin  Cinema  Corp., 
owners  of  the  Fifth  Ave.  and  55th  St.  play- 
houses in  New  York,  is  taking  over  owner- 
ship of  the  Cinema  Theatre,  first  run  film 
house  operated  for  the  past  year  and  a half 
by  the  Associated  Theatres  circuit  in  part- 
nership with  the  Michigan  Telenews  organi- 
zation. 

The  Martin  company  is  headed  by  Sam 
Baker,  president,  who  is  in  Detroit  arranging 
policy  changes  for  the  new  acquisition.  More 
emphasis  will  be  placed  upon  available 
Italian,  French,  English  and  “unusual”  Amer- 
ican films,  instead  of  the  Russian  films, 
which  have  been  the  rule  the  past  year.  The 
house  will  be  operated  on  a definite  “class” 
policy. 

Fred  Sweet  will  remain  as  manager  tem- 
porarily until  a new  manager  is  appointed, 
and  will  then  go  with  the  Telenews  organi- 
zation as  a relief  manager.  Miss  Christine 
Fesik  has  been  named  assistant  manager. 

Clevelanders  Combine 
Work,  Rest  in  Miami 

MIAMI— J.  S.  Jossey,  producer  and  dis- 
tributor, with  Charles  Deckman  and  Perc 
E.  Esseck,  circuit  operators,  all  of  Cleveland, 
have  arrived  for  a two-week  stay  during 
which  they  will  combine  business  with  a few 
days  rest  in  the  Florida  sunshine.  Jossey 
joined  his  business  associate,  Kroger  Babb, 
and  will  aid  in  handling  engagements  in  the 
state  of  their  new  hygiene  picture,  “Mom  and 
Dad.” 

Deckman  and  Esseck  are  guests  of  their 
business  associate,  Howard  Reif,  of  Cleveland. 

Exhibitor's  Daughter  Now 
A Red  Cross  Field  Chief 

PITTSBURGH  — Miss  Phyllis  McCalmont, 
daughter  of  R.  V.  McCalmont  of  the  Rialto, 
Mount  Oliver,  who  has  served  as  head  medi- 
cal social  worker  in  the  unit  for  the  rehabili- 
tation of  the  deafened  and  hard  of  hearing 
at  the  Deshon  General  Hospital,  Butler,  Pa., 
has  been  appointed  field  director  of  the  Red 
Cross  there.  In  addition  to  being  in  charge 
of  all  Red  Cross  activities  at  the  main  hos- 
pital in  Butler,  Miss  McCalmont  also  per- 
forms similar  duties  at  the  government’s  an- 
nex at  New  Castle,  Pa. 

Carl  Peppercorn  Suffers 
His  Fifth  War  Operation 

PITTSBURGH  — Carl  Peppercorn,  former 
RKO  salesman,  who  suffered  wounds  off  the 
coast  of  Italy  and  during  the  invasion  of 
southern  France,  underwent  a fifth  opera- 
tion the  other  day  at  the  naval  hospital  in 
St.  Albans,  L.  I.,  where  friends  may  address 
him.  Carl  participated  in  four  major  engage- 
ments and  he  has  been  awarded  a Purple 
Heart,  Bronze  Star,  four  battle  clusters  and 
a Presidential  Citation.  Shrapnel  has  been 
removed  from  his  side  and  legs. 


Dine  Harry  Hartman 

CINCINNATI — In  recognition  of  16  years 
service  with  station  WCPO  as  radio  an- 
nouncer, the  Queen  City  Variety  Club  gave 
a dinner  Monday  at  the  clubrooms  to  Harry 
Hartman,  for  many  years  a popular  member 
of  the  organization.  Over  125  members  and 
friends  attended.  Wayt  Hoyt  was  master  of 
ceremonies  and  radio  entertainers  from  all 
stations  contributed  the  floor  show. 


Audit  Issue  Now  Rests  In 
Hands  of  U.S.  Judge 


Fred  Beedle  Leads  Entire 
Red  Cross  Drive  in  Area 

CANONSBURG,  PA.— Fred  A.  Beedle  of 
the  Alhambra  and  Continental  and  a part- 
ner of  his  brother,  Eddie  Beedle,  is  local  area 
chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  drive.  Not  only 
is  he  leading  the  motion  picture  industry 
campaign  but  he  is  directing  the  entire  drive 
for  the  Red  Cross  war  fund. 

Single  Bill  Trend 
Gains  in  Columbus 

COLUMBUS — The  trend  toward  single  fea- 
tures has  been  pronounced  since  the  first  oi 
the  year  in  all  local  first  runs,  but  that  trend 
has  not  yet  made  itself  felt  in  neighborhood 
situations.  Four  out  of  five  attractions  since 
January  1 have  been  played  solo  at  the  Ohio, 
with  many  of  these  single  features  moving  for 
second  and  third  weeks  to  the  Broad.  The 
Palace  has  played  less  single  features  but  the 
friends  attended.  Wyat  Hoyt  was  master  of 
Have  Not”  played  a third  solo  week  at  the 
Grand,  moveover  house  for  the  Palace,  re- 
cently. 


Mentioned  for  Mayor 

PITTSBURGH — Three  men  who  are  well 
known  and  highly  respected  in  the  motion 
picture  industry  here  are  being  mentioned  as 
strong  Republican  candidates  for  mayor.  They 
are  Robert  H.  McClintic,  assistant  to  the 
president  of  the  Koppers  United  Co.,  who 
serves  as  WFC  state  chairman  for  the  various 
war  bond  drives;  Frank  I.  Duggan,  Pitts- 
burgh Chamber  of  Commerce  leader  and 
manufactured  ice  executive,  and  I.  W.  Dan- 
forth,  electrical  equipment  distributor,  who  is 
local  area  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  drive. 


Legion  Pin  to  Kellenberg 

PITTSBURGH— C.  C.  Kellenberg,  20th-Fox 
sales  manager  here  and  junior  county  com- 
mander of  the  American  Legion,  has  been 
awarded  the  Legion’s  distinguished  service 
certificate  for  his  unfailing  cooperation  in 
providing  entertainment  at  the  Veterans’ 
Hospital,  Aspinwall. 


PITTSBURGH — The  Roth  vs.  Paramount 
civil  action,  postponed  several  times,  was 
heard  last  week  (28)  in  federal  court  here  by 
Judge  Nelson  McVicar.  Counsel  representing 
two  dozen  local  independent  exhibitors  and 
distributor-defendant  attorneys  offered  to 
file  briefs  and  this  was  agreed  to.  Neither 
plaintiffs  nor  defendants  expressed  opinions 
for  publication,  but  there  were  denials  that 
there  will  be  an  out-of-court  settlement. 

The  action  involves  whether  or  not  film 
distributors  under  terms  of  their  contract 
have  the  right  to  audit  the  books  of  their 
exhibitor  accounts.  Additionally,  the  plaintiff 
exhibitors  petition  the  court  not  to  hear  an 
action  filed  by  distributors  against  a city  ex- 
hibitor on  a charge  of  irregularities  in  reports 
on  percentage  picture  engagements  until  after 
the  Roth  vs.  Paramount  case  is  heard. 

Nathan  M.  Katz,  counsel  for  the  local  Allied 
exhibitor  organization,  represents  two  dozen 
theatre  owners  in  the  civil  action. 

Argument  on  the  hearing  is  now  on  file 
and  the  next  move  awaits  Judge  McVicar’s 
decision. 

De  Haven  Plans  Theatre 
In  Waterville,  Ohio 

WATERVILLE,  OHIO— A.  Milo  De  Haven, 
operator  of  theatres  in  Whitehouse  and 
Grand  Rapids,  Ohio,  plans  to  construct  a 
400-seat  theatre  and  sports  center  which  will 
include  a bowling  alley  in  Waterville. 

The  entertainment  center  in  this  town  of 
1,150  population  on  U.S.  24  between  Toledo 
and  Napoleon  will  give  local  residents  their 
first  motion  picture  theatre  in  many  years. 
Plans  for  the  new  community  center,  call  for 
a parking  space  for  automobiles  and  store 
space. 

Pittsburgh  Leaders  All 
Ready  for  Cross  Drive 

PITTSBURGH— The  WAC  distributor  di- 
vision met  last  Saturday  noon  at  the  office 
of  M.  A.  Silver  in  the  Warner  circuit  head- 
quarters and  the  final  precampaign  meeting- 
in  the  interest  of  the  Red  Cross  drive  held 
Monday  noon  at  the  Paramount  exchange 
where  the  drive  trailer  was  screened. 


CINCINNATI  STAFF  MEETING— Herman  Wobber  stopped  over  at  the  20th- 
Fox  Cincinnati  exchange  for  a talk  on  the  company’s  30th  anniversary.  Leavitt  J. 
Bugie,  branch  manager,  is  on  Wobber’s  right,  and  J.  J.  Grady,  district  manager,  is  on 
his  left. 
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Cupply  Stuff:  Chauncy  Stetson  and  Robert 
^ W.  Stewart  of  National  Screen  Service 
have  left  for  the  army  . . . Ernie  Forbes  has 
a brilliantly  augmented  storeroom,  but  he’s 
still  busy  remodeling. 

Variety  Barkers:  Raymond  A.  Markey, 
brother  of  the  chaplain,  Fr.  Harold  J.  Markey, 
died  unexpectedly  . . . Chief  Barker  Jim 
Sharkey  advises  that  the  clubrooms  are  being 
closed  at  midnight — but  pronto — curfew  ap- 
plies here,  too. 

Under  the  Marquees:  Mildred  Drake  of  the 
Harper  confectionery  department  just  closed 
up  the  joint  to  watch  the  screen  whenever 
Van  Johnson,  her  secret  hero,  appeared  briefly 
in  “White  Cliffs  of  Dover.” 

N.  Dow  Thompson,  formerly  of  Allied 
Theatres,  convalescing  at  Reno,  sends  warm 
regards  to  his  old  Filmrow  friends  . . . Elmer 
C.  Barg,  new  assistant  at  the  Harper,  has 
changed  the  service  staff  from  girls  to  boys 
. . . Polly  Gans,  treasurer  of  the  Hughes- 
Downtown,  took  off  for  a visit  to  New  York 
City. 

Pvt.  Leonard  Slepski,  former  partner  at 
the  Hazel  Park,  has  been  transferred  from 
Camp  Barkeley,  Tex.,  to  the  station  hospital 
at  Fort  McDowell,  Calif.  . . . C.  Fritz  Marks 
reminsced  to  George  Stark  of  the  time  he 
had  a “three  piece”  orchestra  at  the  old 
Crystal  Theatre — piano,  stool  and  cover  . . . 
Milton  Jacobson  of  the  Stone  is  branching 
out  as  a business  man  . . . Mac  Krim  of  the 
Krim  in  Highland  Park  sends  us  a Christmas 
card  from  the  Embassy  in  Madrid,  just  re- 
ceived this  week. 

Carl  Marr  reports  that  the  projected  1,500- 
seat  Triangle  Theatre  at  Northwestern  High- 
way and  Six  Mile  Rd.,  may  be  abandoned  and 
the  property  used  for  other  purposes  . . . 
Edgar  E.  Kirchner  of  the  Family  is  waiting 
for  remodeling  of  the  front  of  the  house  to 
be  completed. 

Howard  Bromley  is  back  with  Midwest  as 
manager  of  the  Majestic.  He  replaces  James 
Di  Falco  who  doubles  as  morning  manager 
of  the  Colonial  and  night  manager  of 
the  Garden,  replacing  Otto  Schill  at  the 
Garden  . . . Charles  Collins  is  managing  the 
Rainbo,  playing  opposition  to  his  former  as- 
signment across  the  street  at  the  Riviera. 

Floyd  Akins  says  all  quiet  on  the  Nightin- 
gale front  this  time  . . . James  W.  Padfield, 
president  of  the  ushers’  union,  has  bought 
a new  home  on  Somerset  Rd.  in  Inkster  . . . 
Ferdinand  Wise  of  the  Avenue  was  over 
pinchhitting  on  Filmrow  . . . John  O’Toole, 
formerly  of  the  Krim,  and  lately  of  the 
Cinema,  has  moved  to  Gil  Lubin’s  old  post 
at  the  Avenue  . . . Lloyd  A.  Turel,  formerly 
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at  the  Courtesy  has  moved  out  to  the  Rainbo. 
He  replaces  Maxwell  B.  Siler. 

Short  Circuits:  Louis  Parine,  manager  of 
the  Mack-Uptown,  advises  that  that  last  “e” 
should  be  pronounced  in  the  name  of  his  new 
assistant,  Mrs.  Leola  Van  Hamme  . . . C.  W. 
Harrison,  who  quit  show  business  once  be- 
cause it  was  too  busy,  returned  to  it  from  a 
government  job,  because  the  latter  job  didn’t 
give  him  enough  to  do. 

Charles  Komer,  circuit  operator,  is  back 
from  a vacation  in  Florida  . . . Reclassification 
of  John  Golden’s  Irving  Theatre  is  being 
made  to  allow  light  manufacturing  in  the 
commercial  portions  of  the  building  . . . Pvt. 
Herman  “Wonder  Boy”  Cohen,  former  mana- 
ger of  the  Dexter,  now  is  in  technical  school 
at  Scott  Field,  111.  . . . J.  Oliver  Brooks  left 
for  a coast  vacation. 

Ben  Cohn,  former  independent  circuit 
owner,  has  become  general  manager  of  the 
Jack  Broder  circuit  . . . Leon  DeBosky  of  the 
Crystal  has  beeri  made  manager  of  the  Senate 
. . . Herbert  P.  Boughey,  who  was  Broder’s 
supervisor,  has  been  named  manager  of  the 
Crystal  . . . Charles  “Father”  Collins  is  new 
manager  of  the  Rainbo,  replacing  George 
Lewis  who  took  over  the  concession  depart- 
ment at  the  Crystal. 

Exchanges:  Stanley  Johnson,  WB  salesman 
who  came  here  from  Chicago  some  time  ago, 
is  making  his  home  at  Ada,  and  covering 
western  Michigan  . . . Henry  Mayer,  WB 
booker,  has  gone  into  the  navy,  and  is 
assigned  to  Great  Lakes  for  training  . . . 
with  enthusiasm  over  the  business  “Here 
Come  the  WAVES”  is  doing  . . . Sgt.  Jack 
Thompson,  former  Paramount  salesman,  was 
a visitor  from  his  station  in  Pennsylvania. 

Herbert  Mindlin  of  National  Screen  went 
visting  in  Chicago  . . . Lieut.  Joseph  M.  Kollar 
looks  on  his  new  post  as  Monogram  salesman 
as  “a  new  lease  on  life”  . . . Pvt.  Joseph 
Morin,  former  ad-sales  manager  for  Warners, 
has  been  reassigned  to  Camp  Roberts,  Calif. 

Up  in  the  Booths:  Walter  Rosmys  of  the 
East  End  is  getting  his  car  fixed  at  last  after 
a New  Year’s  Day  smashup  . . . James  Day 
of  Altec  has  joined  the  Associated  Electronic 
Engineers,  national  organization  of  IA  mem- 
bers, and  has  been  appointed  associate  editor 
of  their  paper  for  this  territory. 

Glenn  “Red”  Brady  of  the  Eastown  and 
Mrs.  B.  left  for  Albuquerque,  taking  their 
young  daughter  out  there  for  her  health  . . . 
Harry  Owen,  formerly  of  the  West  Side 
Drive-In,  has  returned  to  the  Cinema  . . . 
Maxwell  B.  Siler,  formerly  of  the  Rainbo,  has 
joined  the  extra  board  . . . Fred  Newman  is 
on  the  job  at  the  Courtesy.  He  may  be  in 
the  army  soon. 

Albert  Potter,  formerly  of  the  Cinema,  now 
is  serving  on  an  aircraft  carrier,  running 
films,  after  serving  on  a gun  crew  . . . Joseph 
Beck  has  moved  from  the  Maxine  to  the 
Civic,  replacing  Henry  Hill  . . . Frank  Miles 
moved  from  the  Booth  to  the  Maxine  . . . 
Don  Lewis,  who  was  at  the  Lakewood,  has 
gone  on  the  extra  board. 

Drug  Store  Stuff:  Pete  Simon  jr.  has  en- 
joyed sampling  the  French  champagne  . . . 
Frank  B.  Hall,  manager  of  the  Lakewood, 
was  called  to  Lansing  by  the  serious  illness 
of  his  mother.  Thomas  Sullivan  pinch-hit  for 
him  as  manager. 

William  S.  Buckley,  58  years  old,  who  built 
the  Majestic  Hotel  across  from  Filmrow,  died 
March  2 in  Miami  . . . Kramer  Theatre  Co., 
with  a capitalization  of  $50,000,  was  incor- 
porated by  David  E.  Flayer,  owner  of  the  Amo. 


George  Young  Joins 
Production  Team 

CLEVELAND  — George  Young,  who  has 
owned  and  operated  the  only  burlesque  house 
in  town  for  13  years,  has  decided  to  change 
horses  in  midcareer.  Last  week  he  announced 
the  sale  of  half  his  interest  in  the  Roxy 
Theatre,  home  of  burlesque,  to  take  a flyer  in 
the  production  of  motion  pictures.  He  will 
be  associated  on  the  west  coast  with  Walter 
Batchelor,  actors’  agent,  and  their  first  pic- 
ture will  be  called  “Copacabana”  which  is 
scheduled  to  start  production  at  the  Univer- 
sal studio  about  June  1. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  Young  and 
Batchelor  have  worked  together.  Both  started 
their  careers  in  the  boxoffice  of  Toledo’s  old 
Empire  Theatre  as  ticket  sellers.  That  was 
21  years  ago. 

It  is  reported  that  Monte  Proser  also  has 
a financial  finger  in  the  film  which  has  been 
written  around  his  well-known  Copacabana 
Club  in  New  York. 

The  Roxy  Theatre,  it  is  stated,  will  become 
part  of  the  Eastern  & Western  Burlesque  cir- 
cuit, which  is  controlled  by  I.  Hirtz. 

Installations  Increase, 
Manager  Walters  Reports 

CLEVELAND — Practically  all  motion  pic- 
ture equipment  is  in  need  of  repair  or  re- 
placement. This  is  the  opinion  of  L.  H. 
Walters,  manager  of  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply here  whose  log  on  theatre  equipment  is 
an  excellent  barometer  on  general  condi- 
tions. 

As  a result,  Walters  has  been  able  to  se- 
cure WPB  approval  for  a large  number  of 
replacements  and  has  made  many  new  in- 
stallations in  this  territory.  The  list  includes 
two  new  Hertner  transverters  at  Loew’s  Park 
and  one  at  the  Jewel  Theatre,  Cleveland. 

Super  Simplex  mechanisms  have  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Lorain-Fulton,  Knickerbocker 
and  Jennings  theatres,  Cleveland. 

In  Mansfield,  a new  Simplex  A sound  sys- 
tem has  been  installed  in  the  Ohio  State  Re- 
formatory. Robert  Stone  has  improved  his 
equipment  at  the  Idol  Theatre,  Lodi,  with 
the  installation  of  new  one-kilowatt  lamp 
houses  and  Strong  rectifiers. 

Loew’s  Ohio  here  has  completed  installa- 
tion of  a new  Simplex  modernization  kit  to 
improve  its  present  sound.  Also  to  improve 
projection,  new  Walker  molded  plaster 
screens  have  been  installed  in  the  Old  Trail 
at  St.  Clairsville;  the  Berea  Theatre,  Berea; 
Yale,  Cleveland;  Robins,  Warren,  and  the 
Strand  at  Marysville. 

The  Tivoli,  Lorain,  has  new  Peerless  lamp 
houses  as  well  as  new  Bausch  & Lomb  treated 
lenses. 

Sighting  a rift  in  the  equipment  clouds, 
Walters  reports  that  he  can  now  supply  in 
modest  numbers  aluminum  reels,  spotlights 
and  marquee  safety  ladders.  These  items  are 
in  stock.  Walters  foresees  a freeing  of  other 
material  in  the  near  future. 


Julia  Sturdevant's  Mother  Dies 

DETROIT  — Mrs.  Katherine  Kramer  died 
unexpectedly  after  a long  illness  dating  back 
to  a stroke  a year  and  a half  ago.  She  was 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Julia  Sturdevant,  cashier 
of  the  Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
Interment  was  in  Mount  Olivet. 


LEONARD  SOSKIN  AGENCY 

Fire,  Automobile,  Life,  and  Non-Can- 
cellable  Sick  and  Accident  Insurance. 

1203  Book  Bldg.  CA  8890,  Detroit 
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Ohio  Film  Censorship  Is  Antiquated 
And  Antidemocratic,  Says  Writer 


Sick  Child  Cutout  Makes 
Appealing  Dimes  Piece 

DETROIT — A display  of  exceptional  human 
appeal  was  used  with  marked  success  at  Ray 
Schreibers’  Colonial  Theatre  for  the  March 
of  Dimes  campaign.  It  consisted  (accom- 
panying photo)  of  a cutout  figure  of  a sick 
child  placed  in  a simulated  bed  and  holding 
out  a box  of  crayons  with  a coin  chute  on  it. 
A large  poster  explaining  the  campaign  was 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed. 

The  appearance  of  the  child  in  the  bed 
and  the  simple  appeal  for  help  brought  al- 
most unanimous  response. 

The  display  was  originated  by  Boris  Ber- 
nards general  manager  of  the  Midwest  The- 
atres circuit,  and  will  be  used  in  all  theatres 
of  the  circuit  for  the  next  drive.  It  was  built 
by  Roger  Secrest,  manager  of  the  Palmer 
Park  Theatre  in  the  suburban  Highland 
Park  and  a veteran  of  the  South  Pacific 
warfare. 

Heart  Attack  Is  Fatal 
To  Jack  Moule  at  64 

DETROIT — Detroit  lost  another  old-timer 
with  the  death  of  Jack  Moule  after  a heart 
attack.  He  was  manager  of  the  Royal  Oak 
Theatre  at  Royal  Oak,  Mich.,  for  the  Komer 
& Goldberg  circuit.  He  opened  the  theatre 
in  1927  as  assistant  manager  for  the  then 
King-Trendle  circuit  (now  United  Detroit). 

Moule  was  associated  for  a number  of  years 
with  his  brother,  Thomas  D.,  circuit  owner, 
who  sold  out  his  interests  here  only  a month 
ago  and  moved  to  California.  In  recent  years, 
Jack  Moule  had  managed  various  theatres 
for  UDT,  and  the  Eastown  in  Detroit  and 
the  Tuxedo  in  Highland  Park  for  the  Wisper 
& Wetsman  circuit. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren. He  was  64  years  old. 

Curfew  Means  Nothing 
To  Louisville  Theatres 

LOUISVILLE  — Midnight  closing  of  all 
bright  spots,  including  theatres,  dance  halls, 
bars,  etc.,  will  mean  nothing  to  the  moving 
picture  or  theatrical  interests  here  because 
all  shows  are  over  by  midnight  anyhow.  There 
have  been  exceptions  at  times  in  special  or 
midnight  shows  at  Derby  time,  but  that  is  all 
over — labor  is  too  scarce  and  to  hard  to  get 
and  hold. 


CLEVELAND — The  subject  of  state  film 
censorship  has  become  a live  topic  in  this 
state.  It  was  the  subject  of  a forum  discus- 
sion sponsored  recently  by  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Council  of  Greater  Cleveland,  where  it 
was  violently  attacked  by  Emanuel  Gebauer, 
English  teacher  at  John  Hay  High  School,  on 
the  ground  of  being  un-American  and 
archaic.  W.  Ward  Marsh,  photoplay  editor 
of  the  Plain  Dealer,  has  always  been  an  op- 
ponent of  motion  picture  state  censorship. 
Now  William  McDermott,  Plain  Dealer  au- 
thority on  things  of  the  theatre,  tells  why  in 
his  opinion  motion  picture  censorship  is  an- 
tiquated and  antidemocratic. 

The  article: 

Ward  Marsh  reminds  us  of  something  that 
it  does  not  flatter  us  to  remember — namely, 
that  the  taste  and  discretion  of  the  people 
of  Ohio  are  considered  of  so  low  an  order  and 
their  manners  so  vulnerable  to  deleterious 
influence  that  the  state  must  support  a spe- 
cial board  of  censorship  to  examine  Holly- 
wood movies  before  they  are  publicly  shown 
and  purge  them  of  any  scenes  the  censors 
decide  might  be  in  bad  taste,  or,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  not  good  for  us  to  see. 

Most  states  rely  on  the  local  police  depart- 
ments and  the  native  decency  of  their  citi- 
zens to  protect  the  commonwealth  from  the 
effects  of  impurities  in  the  films.  In  Ohio,  it 
has  been  thought  necessary  to  institute  a 
special  group  of  censors  to  excise  from  the 
films  anything  they  find  improper  or  to  hold 
up  the  showing  of  a movie  altogether  if  its 
moral  qualities  fail  to  meet  with  their  ap- 
proval. 

This  kind  of  superimposed  censorship  is  so 
antiquated,  so  antidemocratic  in  concept,  so 
suggestive  of  attitudes  and  policies  in  Ger- 
many, Japan  and  Fascist  Italy  that  you  won- 
der how  it  came  into  being,  why  it  has  been 
tolerated  for  so  long  and  why  nothing  has 
been  done  by  successive  legislatures  represent- 
ing a more  or  less  liberal  spirit,  to  get  rid  of 
it.  Surely  such  bureaucratic  meddlesomeness 
is  offensive  to  all  that  Gov.  Frank  Lausche 
stands  for  and  all  that  he  believes  in. 

Movies  Are  Reputable 

Ohio’s  censorship  system  was  instituted 
when  the  movie  industry  was  younger,  poorer 
and  less  responsible.  There  may  have  been 
some  justification  for  it  at  one  time  as  a 


Promotes  Recognition 
Of  Discharge  Button 

Detroit — A campaign  to  promote  public 
respect  for  the  war  veteran  through  rec- 
ognition of  the  honorable  discharge  but- 
ton, rarely  recognized  by  the  average  man 
on  the  street,  is  being  launched  at  the 
Lincoln  Park  Theatre  by  Manager  Wil- 
liam Richmond. 

A special  trailer  shows  Richmond’s  pa- 
trons what  the  button  looks  like  and  tells 
its  significance. 

The  idea  is  being  well  received  by  mili- 
tary officials.  Its  significance  in  the 
psychological  aspects  of  veteran  rehabili- 
tation is  obvious,  and  Richmond  is  work- 
ing on  the  idea  of  having  the  trailer 
adapted  for  use  in  houses  throughout  the 
country. 

Racking  it  up,  he  placed  a large  blowup 
of  the  button  in  his  lobby,  so  that  patrons 
may  study  it  at  leisure  and  see  it  re- 
peatedly as  they  enter  and  leave  the 
theatre. 


preventive  against  the  showing  in  the  state 
of  designedly  sensational  and  prurient  movies 
made  by  fly-by-night  companies  for  the  stag 
trade  in  cheap  theatres. 

But  the  movies  now  are  rich  and  respec- 
table and  their  general  standards  of  taste  and 
decorum,  as  filtered  through  the  Hays  office 
are  as  high  as  they  have  ever  been  in  the 
history  of  popular  art  and  higher  than  they 
currently  are  on  the  Broadway  stage  or  in 
the  night  clubs. 

To  submit  them  to  a special  Ohio  censor- 
ship after  they  have  been  approved  by  the 
Hays  office  and  shown  in  other  states  with- 
out apparent  ill  effect  on  public  morals  seems 
not  only  meddlesome  and  superfluous  but  of- 
fensively reflective  on  the  intelligence  and  the 
character  of  the  people  of  Ohio. 

Are  We  Weak  of  Mind? 

Have  we  so  little  taste,  are  we  so  weak  of 
mind,  is  our  impressionability  so  child-like 
that  we  cannot  decide  for  ourselves  what  is 
good  and  bad  in  a movie,  but  must  have  an 
official  board  of  censors  settle  such  matters 
for  us  and  protect  us  against  the  possibility 
of  corruption,  although  the  people  of  other 
states  appear  to  be  able  to  take  such  risks 
without  measurable  damage  to  their  charac- 
ters or  their  morals? 

Who  are  these  august  men  and  women  who 
tell  the  people  of  Ohio  what  scenes  shall  not 
affront  their  eyes  in  a movie?  Are  they  great 
poets,  great  preachers,  great  critics? 

You  would  expect  that  people  who  have  the 
power  arbitrarily  to  decide  what  the  public 
may  be  permitted  to  see  in  a movie  must  be 
distinguished  specialists  in  the  field  of  morals, 
art  and  criticism.  Can  you  catalog  the  quali- 
fications of  the  Ohio  censor  board  members 
for  their  tasks?  Indeed,  can  you  name  a 
single  member  of  the  board? 

Trivial  and  Niggling 

It  is  ironic  that  the  censors  who  approve 
or  disapprove  scenes  enacted  by  players  whose 
names  are  household  words,  and  who  police 
an  entertainment  patronized  daily  by  millions, 
are  unknown  to  the  public  at  large  and  they 
discharge  their  duties  anonymously. 

I do  not  know  how  much  harm  has  been 
done  to  movie  art  or  entertainment  by  the 
scissoring  of  the  censors.  Perhaps  not  much. 

When  you  hear  about  some  censorial  action 
it  is  usually  trivial  and  niggling.  But  even 
where  the  results  of  arbitrary  censorship  are 
not  intolerable  the  idea  itself  remains  anti- 
democratic and  objectionable. 

What  has  brought  the  protest  of  Marsh  and 
other  moviegoers  is  the  action  of  the  Ohio 
censors  in  cutting  some  scenes  of  a current 
movie  in  which  Lauren  Bacall  is  pictured  as 
kissing  Humphrey  Bogart  with  unrestrained 
enthusiasm.  The  censors  apparently  consid- 
ered the  enthusiasm  excessive  and  cut  the 
scene  to  such  a degree  that  a prolonged  and 
pulsating  embrace  becomes  a casual  peck  and 
the  lines  which  follow  it  are  rendered  mean- 
ingless. 

I saw  “To  Have  and  Have  Not.”  I en- 
joyed it  greatly  and  would  not  have  noticed 
the  osculatory  deletion  if  it  had  not  been 
called  to  my  attention. 

But  the  film  would  have  been  nearer  what 
it  was  intended  to  be  if  the  scene  had  been 
left  alone.  I doubt  that  the  slightest  dam- 
age would  have  been  done  to  public  morals 
or  manners.  The  cut  was  merely  spinsterish 
and  it  exposes  the  whole  business  of  state 
censorship  to  ridicule. 

For  it  makes  it  possible  to  ask  a servant 
of  the  state  in  the  critical  days  of  a great 
military  struggle,  “What  did  you  do  t^day  to 
win  the  war?”  and  to  receive  the  reply,  “I 
cut  five  feet  11  inches  out  of  a Lauren  Bacall 
kiss.” 
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Toe  Mercer,  Warwood,  W.  Va.,  exhibitor,  has 
* resumed  his  twice-weekly  Filmrow  visits 
now  that  his  car  has  been  repaired.  He  and 
Mrs.  Mercer  and  the  car  were  involved  in 
an  accident  several  weeks  ago.  Mrs.  Mercer 
has  recovered  from  her  injuries  . . . Nellie 
Dunn,  head  inspector  at  Paramount  who 
slipped  on  an  icy  street  and  suffered  a wrist 
fracture  several  weeks  ago,  has  returned  to 
duties. 

Lew  Lefton,  PRC  manager,  was  in  Wash- 
ington last  weekend  visiting  his  son,  Pvt.  S. 
David  Lefton,  who  had  been  alerted  for  em- 
barkation . . . Doug  Beck,  RKO  exploiteer, 
lined  up  a complete  schedule  of  events  in 
connection  with  Dick  Powell’s  appearance 
here  for  the  opening  of  “Murder,  My  Sweet” 
. . . Hymie  and  Yetta  Wheeler  observe  their 
15th  anniversary  March  11. 

Bert  Kulick,  PRC’s  new  general  sales  man- 
ager who  recently  was  placed  on  the  inactive 
list  of  the  navy  where  he  had  served  as  a 
lieutenant  commander,  was  a local  visitor  the 
other  day  with  Anne  O’Donnell,  former  De- 
troit franchise  distributor  who  now  is  PRC’s 
supervisor  of  exchange  operations.  The  new 
sales  chief  is  a brother  of  Sid  Kulick,  well 
known  here  as  eastern  division  manager  of 
the  company.  Leo  J.  McCarthy,  former  PRC 
sales  manager,  now  is  a company  produc- 
tion executive. 

A two  per  cent  retail  sales  and  service 
tax  and  several  antidiscrimination  bills  are 
active  in  the  general  assembly  at  Harrisburg. 
Also  active  are  measures  to  legalize  bingo 
games,  regulate  billboards  and  grant  munici- 
palities additional  authorization  in  levying 
sales,  or  admission,  taxes  . . . The  Seventh 
War  Loan  drive  has  been  dated  from  May 
14  to  June  30  and  the  total  quota  is  $14,000,- 
000,000,  the  same  as  that  of  the  Sixth  War 
Loan. 


ground,  on  boxes  and  on  a few  completed 
seats.  Japanese  materials  made  possible, 
in  part,  the  erection  of  our  booth  and 
screen.  Captured  Nip  rails  compose  the 
underpinnings  of  the  booth  and  the  frame 
for  the  screen.” 

James  G.  Balmer,  Harris  executive  who 
has  been  connected  with  this  amusement  en- 
terprise for  36  years,  as  in  past  seasons,  joined 
“Ice-Capades”  in  Chicago  to  look  after  the  ice 
show  from  there  to  the  west  coast  . . . John 
Oglietti,  Leechburg  exhibitor,  is  back  on  the 
job  after  recuperating  from  an  illness  and  an 
operation  . . . Natalie  Tague,  assistant  to  Sam 
DeFazio,  J.  P.  Harris  manager,  underwent  an 
appendectomy  in  Mercy  Hospital  and  is  recup- 
erating satisfactorily. 

Frank  Thomas,  Filmrow  projectionist,  is  di- 
recting an  Easter  pageant  to  be  presented  at 
his  church.  Some  years  ago  he  directed  a 
number  of  local  plays  for  amateur  and  semi- 
pro  presentation  . . . Bulletin  Index,  a news 
magazine  which  has  occupied  our  old  office  at 
1926  Forbes  St.  for  several  years,  has  found 
“uptown”  unsuitable  and  Richard  J.  Cook, 
new  publisher,  is  returning  downtown. 

Rose  Leibhart,  Warner  booker,  is  back  at 
her  desk  after  recuperating  from  an  opera- 
tion performed  several  months  ago  . . . 
Lieut.  William  Mikolowsky,  son  of  Theo. 
Mikolowsky,  Masontown  exhibitor,  who  is 
stationed  at  Marianna,  Fla.,  after  completing 
71  missions  and  twice  suffered  wounds,  has 
taken  a wife  . . . Jerome  “Jerry”  Vandenzer, 
nephew  of  Sammy  Steinberg,  returned  from 
a business  trip  in  California,  and  reported 
that  former  local  Filmrowites  “well  and  pros- 
pering” there  include  Pete  Alderman,  Joe 
Moritz,  Vince  Josack,  Dick  Lange,  A1  Glazer, 
Grace  O’Neil,  Helen  and  Edna  Hinch.  All 
send  regards. 


The  Bob  Wolheims  (he's  Columbia’s  new 
main  line  representative)  have  taken  a resi- 
dence at  Ebensburg  . . . Charles  and  Dale 
Warner,  Filmrow  bookers,  the  other  day 
staged  a Boy  Scout  benefit  show  at  their 
theatre  at  Carolina,  W.  Va.  . . . George  Jaffe’s 
Casino  is  offering  an  “owl”  show  at  10:15 
each  Saturday  night,  as  a substitute  for  the 
Sunday  midnight  show  killed  by  the  curfew. 

March  15  is  a date  to  remember,  for  it 
marks  the  opening  of  Red  Cross  drive,  is 
income  tax  day  and  is  the  birthday  anni- 
versary of  Charlie  Baron,  M-G-M’s  exploi- 
teer . . . SeaBee  John  J.  Howley,  former 
local  area  theatre  manager,  has  forwarded 
to  this  desk  a four-page  paper,  112th  Shovel 
Scoops,  which  features  a story  of  the  open- 
ing of  a South  Pacific  theatre,  which  was 
“attended  by  a large  audience,  seated  on  the 
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C.  W.  Dickinson  of  Moody  & Dickinson  cir- 
cuit, which  acquired  the  Peter  Profili  thea- 
tres March  1,  states  that  the  personnel  setup 
will  be  completed  within  a few  weeks.  There 
are  now  eight  theatres  in  the  circuit:  Plaza, 
Strand  and  Bison,  Brownsville;  Menlo,  Char- 
leroi, and  the  newly-acquired  units,  American, 
Vestaburg;  Nemacolin,  Nemacolin;  Grand  and 
Frederick,  Fredericktown.  The  Frederick  has 
been  closed  for  several  years  and  there  are 
no  immediate  plans  for  reoping  this  theatre, 
Dickinson  says. 

Pvt.  A1  Singer,  who  managed  Warner  Strand 
before  going  into  uniform  and  was  wounded 
in  France  some  months  ago,  recuperated 
very  satisfactorily  and  he  now  is  projecting 
films  somewhere  in  England  . . . Gene  Neavitt, 
former  assistant  manager  of  the  Fulton,  is 
missing  in  action  in  Belgium  . . . John  H. 
Harris,  Arena  Managers  Ass'n  president,  is 
holding  an  association  meeting  here  in  con- 
nection with  the  opening  of  “Ice  Follies” 
March  13  at  The  Gardens. 

Entertainment  committee  for  the  annual 
Dapper  Dan  dinner  March  13  in  the  William 
Penn  Hotel,  includes  Joe  Hiller,  chairman; 
Moe  Silver,  John  H.  Harris,  Joe  Feldman  and 
John  T.  McGreevey  . . . Cpl.  Sidney  Lipsey, 
formerly  of  Warner  circuit’s  contact  depart- 
ment, has  returned  to  this  country  after  more 
than  a year  in  Trinidad. 


To  Beautify  Offices 

PITTSBURGH— AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  direc- 
tors met  in  regular  session  last  Friday  and  in 
addition  to  routine  business  the  board  re- 
portedly took  action  to  beautify  the  independ- 
ent exhibitors’  headquarters  and  assembly 
hall  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Superior  Mo- 
tion Picture  Supply  Bldg. 


Detroit's  Grosses  Up 
On  Eight  Holdovers 

DETROIT — General  business  curve  is  sur- 
prisingly upward,  with  the  screenfare  getting 
most  of  the  credit,  in  view  of  the  first  week’s 
experience  with  curfew  operation.  Eight  pic- 
tures held  over  last  weekend,  a recent  high. 
Surprising  business  was  done  at  the  Adams 
with  a pair  of  Goldwyn  reissues,  although  this 
house  rarely  spots  in  a reissue.  “Meet  Me  in 
St.  Louis”  remains  the  top  grosser  in  total 
draw  of  present  film  fare. 

(Average  is  100) 


Adams — Barbary  Coast  (FC);  Cowboy  and  the 

Lady  (FC)  115 

Brcadway-Capitol  — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB), 

afier  three  weeks  at  the  Palms-State 110 

Cinema — Battle  of  Russia  (Art);  City  That  Stopped 

Hitler  (Art),  2nd  wk 90 

Downtown — Bluebeard  (PRC),  plus  Jane  Withers 

on  stage  125 

Fox — Song  to  Remember  (Col);  Leave  It  to  Blondie 

(Col),  2nd  wk 130 

Michigan — Dangerous  Passage  (Para);  I'll  Be 

Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd  wk 120 

Palms-£>tate — What  a Blonde  (RKO);  Tall  in  the 

Saddle  (RKO)  125 

Paradise — Mad  Monster  (PRC);  Sweethearts  of 

Rhythm  on  stage 105 

United  Artists — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 
Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 12C 


“Music"  Leads  the  Cleveland 
Newcomers;  “Waters"  Big  Holdover 

CLEVELAND  — “Music  for  Millions”  was 
’way  out  front  among  the  new  attractions  at 
the  State  Theatre.  Of  the  holdovers,  honors 
went  to  “Dark  Waters”  at  the  Ohio.  The 
endurance  record,  however,  went  to  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not”  which  rang  up  a score  of  140 
per  cent  in  its  fourth  consecutive  week  with 
two  moveovers. 


Detail  for  week  ended  March  1: 

Allen — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  2nd  wk 70 

Hippodrome — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 90 

Lake — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  4th  wk 140 

Ohio — Dark  Waters  (UA),  2nd  wk 170 

Palace — Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox);  Sunday  Dinner 
for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox),  plus  Dante  the  Magi- 
cian on  stage 105 

State — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M) 130 

S’tillman — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  3rd  wk 100 


“Woman  in  the  Window"  Grabs  the  Big 
Gross  at  Pittsburgh  Stanley 

PITTSBURGH  — With  four  holdovers  on 
view  here,  an  average  winter  week  was  re- 
corded in  the  Golden  Triangle.  “Woman 
at  the  Window”  grabbed  the  big  take  and 
the  picture  was  held  over  at  the  Stanley. 

Barry — Pilot  No.  5 (M-G-M),  reissue;  The  Falcon 


in  Hollywood  (RKO) 100 

Fulton — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  wk 105 

Harris — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col),  2nd  wk 90 

Penn — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 60 

Ritz — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 70 

Senator — Mummy's  Curse  (Univ);  Enter  Arsene 

Lupin  (Univ)  70 

Stanley — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) 110 

Warner — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

3rd  d.  t.  wk 120 


New  Oil  of  John  P.  Harris 
At  the  Carnegie  Museum 

PITTSBURGH — A new  oil  painting  of  the 
late  John  P.  Harris,  pioneer  exhibitor,  is  one 
of  18  portraits  of  the  pioneers  of  Pittsburgh’s 
business  and  industry,  now  on  exhibit  at 
Carnegie  Museum.  In  commenting  on  the 
special  chamber  of  commerce  portrait  display, 
Mrs.  Florence  Fisher  Parry,  Press  columnist, 
describes  the  world’s  first  Nickelodeon  pro- 
prietor as  a great  benefactor.  She  catalogs 
the  former  state  senator: 

“Here  is  John  P.  Harris,  ballot  reformer 
and  one  of  the  first  men  in  America  to  make 
the  innocent  diversion  of  amusement  within 
the  power  of  the  poorest  to  enjoy.” 

Harris,  Mrs.  Parry  states,  used  genius  as  a 
beacon  to  spread  light  upon  the  progress  of 
the  world. 
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Ohio  Valley  Floods 
Close  Some  Towns 

CINCINNATI— With  the  Ohio  River  at  this 
writing  13  feet  above  flood  level  and  still 
rising,  many  theatres  in  low-lying  river  towns 
were  expected  to  be  dark  this  weekend.  Many 
roads  have  been  shut  off  by  the  high  water. 

Augusta,  Russel,  Cattlesberg  and  Greenup, 
Ky.,  and  Point  Pleasant,  W.  Va.,  were  iso- 
lated. Ripley,  Ohio,  Manchester,  Riverside, 
New  Richmond  and  the  entire  adjacent  valley 
towns  suffered  from  the  high  water. 

Theatres  in  Cincinnati’s  west  side  were  to 
be  closed  if  the  rise  continued.  Railroads 
were  beginning  to  operate  temporary  freight 
depots. 


CINONNATl 

Dvt.  Charles  Long,  former  Metro  shipper,  has 
* been  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Luxembourg 
and  was  awarded  a Purple  Heart  . . . Howard 
Roudebusoh,  ex-Universal  booker,  is  in  France 
and  Dick  Breslin  in  the  South  Pacific  . . . 
Charles  Schroeder,  former  Warner  ad-sales 
manager  here,  now  is  stationed  at  Indian- 
apolis. 

Jim  Weddle,  the  Walnut  Theatre,  Law- 
renceberg,  Ind.,  reports  his  son  was  in  the 
attack  on  Iwo  Jima.  He  is  in  the  engineers 
corps  . . . Abe  Hyman,  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
theatre  owner,  has  returned  from  a seven- 
week  rest  in  Florida.  He  stopped  several  days 
here,  placing  immediate  bookings  for  Charles- 
ton and  Huntington. 

J.  C.  Newbold,  Newbold  circuit,  Bramwell, 
W.  Va.,  entertained  a group  of  West  Virginia 
and  local  film  folk  at  dinner  in  Hotel  Gibson, 
when  all  met  here  on  a business  trip.  Present 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Kessling,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eddie  Salzberg,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rube 
Shore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Eifert,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Rogers  of  Welch,  W.  Va.,  Mannie 
and  Louis  Shore  of  Williamson  and  War,  W. 
Va.,  and  Mrs.  M.  Swisher.  Following  dinner 
the  group  went  to  the  Variety  Club  quarters. 

Mrs.  Roy  Edgington,  whose  Augusta  house 
is  closed  due  to  high  water,  entered  the  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital  here  to  undergo  an  oper- 
ation . . . Film  Workers  Local  37  will  hold 
its  monthly  meeting  March  20,  announced 
George  Daumeyer,  secretary. 

Robert  Snyder,  Film  Classics,  Cleveland, 
was  a visitor  . . . Louis  Von  Bashlen,  local 
FC  manager,  announced  Mae  Scholle,  for- 
mer booker-secretary,  is  returning  to  the 
staff  . . . Chester  Stacey,  Warner  ad-sales 
manager,  is  ill  with  pneumonia  . . . Lois 
Repass  is  back  at  her  desk  following  an 
illness. 

Dorothy  Maxwell,  WB,  will  sing  at  the 
“hard  times”  party  March  15  . . . Yvonne 
Hahn  introduced  her  marine  brother  to 
colleagues.  He  is  home  on  a six-week  fur- 
lough . . . Frank  Lipps  has  been  added  to 
Warner  staff. 

Margaret  Woodruff,  Schine  manager,  re- 
ports her  father,  E.  W.  Parker,  is  recov- 
ering from  illness  contracted  on  his  recent 
visit  here  . . . Mrs.  Woodruff  reported  no 
Schine  theatre  in  this  area  affected  by 
flood  waters  yet  . . . Jack  Goldman  of  the 
circuit  of  colored  houses  here,  held  open 
house  at  his  new  Bond  Hill  residence  re- 
cently. Later  he  gave  a dinner  party  for 
a group  of  friends. 

Schine’s  Lou  Lazar  and  Lew  Hensler 
stopped  for  an  overnight  visit  . . . Visitors  in- 
cluded Adelaide  Ward,  Ward  Elliot  circuit, 
Lexington;  H.  L.  Pierce,  Grandville;  Ray 
Frisz  and  Bil  Luibel,  Chakeres  circuit. 


MIDEAST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


James  A.  Beidler  sr. 

came  into  the  industry 
by  opening  the  Peo- 
ple’s Theatre,  Toledo, 
Ohio,  in  1912.  In  1914 
he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Martin  G. 
Smith.  That  partner- 
ship persists  through 
the  present  and  the 
East  Auditorium,  East- 
wood,  Westwood,  Royal 
and  Park — all  in  To- 
ledo— are  proof  of  the 
workability  of  that  union.  Beidler,  Smith  and 
Skirball  Bros,  are  joint  proprietors  of  the 
Palace  and  Pantheon.  Beidler  is  a Mason. 
His  theatres  are  members  of  the  Toledo,  Ohio 
State  and  National  Allied.  His  son  James  is 
also  associated  with  Smith  & Beidler  theatres. 


Beginning  his  career 
in  the  industry  in  1906 
as  a partner  in  the 
Grand  Theatre,  one  of 
the  first  neighborhood 
houses  in  Detroit,  Gus- 
tave W.  Funk  has  been 
in  the  industry  ever 
since.  Head  of  the 
Great  Lakes  Theatre, 
which  he  has  owned 
and  operated  since 
1927,  he  has  on  a num- 
ber of  occasions  turned 
the  house  over  to  the  Northwest  War  Coun- 
cil for  war  bond  auctions.  Funk  served  several 
years  as  vice-president  of  Cooperative  Thea- 
tres of  Michigan,  and  is  a charter  member 
of  the  Strathmoor  Kiwanis  Club.  Golf  and 
fishing  are  his  hobbies. 


For  M.  M.  Federhar  it 

was  a case  of  early  and 
undivided  attraction  to 
the  industry.  As  soon 
as  he  graduated  from 
school  in  1913  he  went 
to  work  for  Joe  Skir- 
ball at  the  Lyric,  Pitts- 
burgh. In  1920,  with  a 
solid  background  of 
experience,  he  opened 
the  Regent,  Akron.  At 
the  moment  he  oper- 
ates the  Cameo  there. 

His  two  daughters  follow  his  career  with  close 
interest;  Dolores  is  at  home  and  Thelma  is  a 
student  at  Ohio  State  University.  Federhar 
is  a member  of  the  Masons,  American  Legion 
and  Akron  Theatre  Owners  and  Managers 
Ass’n. 


Nickelodeons  were 
springing  up  like 
mushrooms  in  the 
larger  towns  around 
Arcanum,  Ohio,  four 
decades  ago,  when  the 
Chancellor  brothers, 

Bill  and  Harry,  entered 
show  business.  Decid- 
ing to  risk  an  invest- 
ment in  a Selig  Poly- 
scope outfit  selling  at 
$150,  they  placed  the 
apparatus  in  a vacant 
store  room  in  1907  and  opened  the  Dream- 
land. Their  present  house,  the  Ritz,  is  an  out- 
growth of  that  theatre.  The  Chancellor  broth- 
ers take  great  interest  in  civic  betterment, 
particularly  in  caring  for  homeless  dogs. 
Both  are  single. 


Thanks  to  his  varied 
background,  George  F. 
Smith,  Lapeer,  Mich., 
head  of  the  Lyric  and 
Pix  theatres  there 
knows  h i s industry 
from  A to  Z.  A violin- 
ist and  orchestra  lead- 
er, he  worked  in  legiti- 
mate and  variety 
houses  prior  to  enter- 
ing the  industry.  His 
wife,  a pianist,  accom- 
panied him  on  the 
road.  In  1914,  Smith  entered  film  exhibition 
at  the  Majestic  in  Lapeer.  He  opened  pres- 
ent Lyric  in  1921.  The  Pix,  opened  in  1941, 
was  built  for  him  by  his  brother-in-law,  man- 
ager of  both  houses.  Smith’s  horse,  Sirius, 
won  the  1944  Hawthorne  speed  handicap. 


From  teaching  math- 
ematics and  coaching 
in  a high  school  to  op- 
erating a theatre  was 
quite  a jump  for  F.  R. 
Forman  of  Oxford, 
Mich.,  on  Aug.  15,  1925. 
He  acquired  the  Ox- 
ford Theatre,  which  he 
still  owns,  and  con- 
verted the  old-style, 
flat  - floored,  obsolete 
opera  house  into  a the- 
tre  modern  in  every 
respect.  A member  of  Cooperative  Theatres 
and  Allied  of  Michigan,  Forman  is  chairman 
of  the  Republican  township  committee  and 
a member  of  Rotary,  Pythias  and  Pontiac 
Amateur  Astronomical  Ass’n.  His  hobbies  are 
photography,  hunting  and  telescope-making. 


Grovner  L.  Wilier 

started  his  showman’s 
career  in  a storeroom 
theatre  in  Grand  Rap- 
ids in  1913.  He  ex- 
panded from  this  270- 
seater  to  the  owner- 
ship at  one  time  of  13 
theatres  in  that  town. 

At  present  he  operates 
the  Madison,  Liberty 
and  Franklin  there. 

He  is  a member  of  the 
Masons  and  Rotary 
Club.  His  two  hobbies  are  baseball  and  thea- 
tres. Wilier  says:  “I  believe  the  public  should 
be  educated  to  include  the  theatre  as  a 
hobby.”  His  daughter  is  married  to  Lieut.  J. 
G.  Disk  and  his  son,  Grovner  L.  jr.,  is  at 
home. 


Entering  the  motion 
picture  industry  as  a 
doorman  in  1907,  Mar- 
tin D.  Thomas  lost  no 
time  in  accepting  the 
axiom,  “opportunity 
knocks  but  once.”  He 
became  associated  with 
the  Wisconsin  Amuse- 
ment Enterprise  Corp., 
operating  theatres 
in  Hancock,  Houghton, 

Calumet,  Iron  Moun- 
tain and  other  Michi- 
gan cities.  His  interest  in  civic  affairs  is  evi- 
denced by  membership  on  the  school  board, 
highway  commission  and  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Iron  Mountain.  Thomas  is  a Ro- 
tarian,  member  of  the  Century  Club  of  Coral 
Gables,  Fla.,  and  is  a Shriner. 
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Detroit's  Midnight  Curfew  Renews 
Interest  in  Single  Bill  Shows 


DETROIT  • — Imposition  of  the  midnight 
curfew  has  aroused  interest  once  more  in  a 
solution  for  perhaps  the  most  persistent  prob- 
lem facing  the  industry  in  this  territory — the 
dual  bill. 

General  sentiment  among  exhibitors,  as 
expressed  over  a period  of  ten  years,  has  been 
in  favor  of  singles,  but  many  ambitious  plans 
to  revert  to  singles  by  common  consent  have 
been  frustrated  by  a few  exhibitors  who  felt 
that  the  duals  gave  them  an  individual  com- 
petitive advantage.  In  consequence,  their  op- 
position houses  insisted  they  must  stick  by 
duals,  and  the  situation  remains  unchanged. 

Scheduling  Difficulties  Mount 

Today,  impetus  to  the  movement  to  singles 
was  given  by  Charles  Komer,  head  of  the 
Komer  & Goldberg  chain,  who  stated  flatly: 

“I  would  like  to  see  single  bills  come  in  to 
meet  the  conditions  brought  about  by  the 
new  midnight  curfew.  With  double  bills,  the 
scheduling  of  shows  becomes  very  difficult, 
especially  for  the  neighborhood  house  that  is 
trying  to  fit  in  two  shows  a night  and  start 
after  an  early  supper  hour. 

“This  is  one  of  the  greatest  opportunities 
we  have  ever  had  to  return  to  single  bills.” 

Duals  in  Detroit,  Singles  Upstate 

Duals  are  practically  universal  in  Detroit, 
with  the  exception  of  the  K&G  circuit’s  own 
Punch  and  Judy,  where  an  exceptional  loca- 
tion and  clientele  have  allowed  the  develop- 
ment of  this  policy  over  many  years. 

Upstate,  duals  are  infrequent,  aside  from 
a few  areas,  except  on  weekends,  when  thea- 
tres in  many  situations  resort  to  two  fea- 
tures. 

The  problem  is  a thorny  one,  in  a con- 
stantly precarious  state  of  imbalance,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  recent  experience  at  Flint, 
where  some  theatres  have  had  duals  on  week- 
ends for  sometime.  Recently  one  house  went 
one  better  by  booking  in  a “guest”  feature,  a 
western,  for  the  youngsters  on  Saturday. 
Other  houses  followed  suit  in  self  defense, 
and  the  result  was  up  to  three  features  on 
the  weekend  in  a territory  where  some 
semblance  of  single  bill  policy  still  prevails. 

Patron  Survey  Favors  Singles 

The  problem  of  the  public  response  for  or 
against  singles  was  discussed  by  this  cor- 
respondent in  BOXOFFICE  several  months 
ago.  Following  up  that  line  of  thought,  an 
“inquiring  reporter”  from  the  Chicago  Trib- 
une made  a survey  of  reactions  among  the 
public,  and  found  that  four  out  of  five  pa- 
trons voted  a preference  for  singles.. 

Today,  the  shortage  of  celluloid  as  well  as 
the  actual  coming  shortage  of  product,  indi- 
cated by  the  amazing  success  of  reissues  in 
many  situations  where  they  have  rarely 
played  before,  all  point  to  the  possibility  of 
single  bills  as  an  answer. 

A postwar  factor  that  will  strengthen  the 
market  for  single  bills  is  the  general  method 
of  running  GI  shows,  which  are  normally 
single  bills.  There  are  today  ten  million 
customers  in  uniform,  who  will  be  cash  cus- 
tomers for  the  industry  after  the  war- — and 
they  are  accustomed  to  single  bills,  and 
therefore  ready  to  accept  them  as  the  nor- 
mal way  of  running  a show  when  they  come 
home. 

Time  Called  Ripe  for  Change 

The  curfew  situation,  as  Komer  pointed 
out,  makes  such  a development  timely  at 
this  very  moment,  and  the  general  public 
not  in  the  armed  forces  would  be  more 
willing  to  accept  the  idea  than  at  any  other 
time,  as  pointed  out  by  Joseph  P.  Uvick, 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Michigan  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors  Ass’n,  in  an  interview. 

“Today  people  can  afford  to  pay  more  for 


less,  and  would  accept  single  bills,  even 
though  they  have  long  been  used  to  duals,” 
Uvick  explained.  “It  is  the  same  situation 
met  in  many  other  lines. 

“In  the  depression,  people  would  come  into 
a show  and  stay  for  hours,  eat  lunch,  even 
go  to  sleep,  because  they  had  no  place  to  go, 
or  nothing  else  to  do.  They  wanted  a bar- 
gain in  whiling  away  their  time. 

Change  Would  Benefit  Eyes 

“But  not  today.  With  people  busy,  work- 
ing on  war  work  long  hours,  or  busy  with 
war  effort  activities  in  addition  to  domestic 
responsibilities,  and  with  money  fairly  free, 
conditions  justify  a change. 

“Double  bills  mean  a longer  bill  than  peo- 
ple can  enjoy.  It  is  sheer  gluttony  in  movie- 
going.  The  long  double  bill  actually  is  hard 
on  the  eyes,  and  a shorter  bill  would  actually 
contribute  to  the  eye-health  of  the  war 
worker. 

“The  public  can  afford  and  would  be  will- 
ing to  pay  the  same  price  for  a shorter  single 
bill  today.” 

Ohio  Bill  Splits  Liquor, 

Food  and  Show  Business 

COLUMBUS — A bill  to  abolish  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquor  by  the  drink  in  any  es- 
tablishment where  food  or  entertainment  is 
furnished  has  been  introduced  in  the  Ohio 
senate  by  George  G.  Shurtz  (Rep)  of  New- 
comerstown.  Designed  to  separate  the  food 
and  liquor  businesses,  the  measure  would 
abolish  the  various  D-permits  now  -held  by 
night  clubs,  hotels  and  restaurants  where 
food  liquor  and  entertainment  are  offered 
to  patrons. 

Under  Senator  Shurtz’s  proposal,  an  over- 
all D-permit  would  be  issued  to  places  where 
intoxicating  liquor  is  sold  by  the  drink.  The 
selling  or  giving  away  of  food  or  the  furnish- 
ing of  entertainment  would  be  prohibited  in 
these  places.  The  license  fee  would  be  $1,000 
annually. 

Opponents  of  the  bill  claim  it  does  nothing 
more  than  to  set  up  the  old-fashioned  saloon 
leaving  the  way  open  for  a “big  prohibition 
drive.”  Speaking  before  a senate  committee 
recently,  S.  P.  McNaught,  superintendent  of 
the  Ohio  Anti-Saloon  League,  said: 

“The  liquor  business  has  no  place  in  the 
restaurant  business  and  the  restaurant  busi- 
ness has  no  place  in  the  liquor  business.” 


A FAMILY  CLASSIC— A great-grand- 
mother and  a great  grandchild  are  repre- 
sented in  this  picture  of  the  mother  of 
Dick  Dennison,  operator  of  the  Little 
Theatre,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Den- 
nison is  shown  with  Sammy,  Dick’s 
youngest. 


Mono.  Ties  Leaders 
In  Detroit  Pin  Loop 

DETROIT — Monogram  moved  up  to  tie  for 
top  position  in  the  Film  Bowling  League  with 
General  Theatre  Service,  long-time  leaders: 


Team—  Won  Lost 

General  Theatre  Service 18  10 

Monogram  18  10 

Film  Truck  Service 16  12 

United  Artists  Corp 15  13 

Cooperative  Theatres  15  13 

Theatrical  Advertising  11  17 

RK.O  Radio  11  17 

Republic  : 10  18 


Only  high  rollers  were:  Barney  Adair,  214;  Ben 
Zimner,  214,  and  Wade  Allen,  215. 


Brenkert  Climbs  to  Top  Spot 
In  Nightingale  Club  League 

DETROIT — Brenkert  still  holds  the  lead  in 
the  Nightingale  Club  Bowling  League: 


Team — Won  Lost 

Brenkert  Projectors  36  24 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop , 35  25 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment 33  27 

National  Theatre  Supply 30  30 

Altec  Sound  Service 30  30 

National  Carbon  Co, 29  31 

McArthur's  Motiograph  25  35 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply 22  38 


High  rollers  included  Matt  Haskins,  245; 
Roy  Thompson,  201;  Percy  Huebner,  205,  and 
Romulus  Albu,  201. 


Cincinnati  Business  Fairly 
Average;  Four  Features  Held 

CINCINNATI — Four  features  held  over  last 
week  with  business  running  fairly  average. 

Albee — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  held,  shifted 115 

Capitol — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd  wk 120 

Grand — The  Three  Caballeros  (RKO),  held 115 

Keith's — Between  Two  Women  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk...  95 

Lyric — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  3rd  wk 95 

Palace — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ),  held, 


shifted  110 

Shubert — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk., 
held  115 


Added  to  Roster  of  "Man  Alive" 

Joseph  Crehan,  Jonathan  Hale  and  Jason 
Robards  have  been  cast  in  RKO’s  “Man 
Alive.” 


COLUMBUS 

Tt  was  homecoming  for  Judy  Maners,  Co- 
lumbus  singing  and  dancing  star,  during 
the  three-day  engagement  of  Spike  Jones  and 
his  City  Slickers  at  the  Palace.  Judy,  whose 
real  name  is  Phyllis  Rawlins,  is  the  sister  of 
Jimmy  Rawlins,  local  dance  instructor.  She 
was  presented  with  the  key  to  the  city  by 
Safety  Director  C.  C.  Cole.  The  “King  of 
Korn”  himself  was  kept  busy  with  numerous 
local  radio  and  department  store  apeparances. 

Seven  packages  of  cigarets  and  a small 
quantity  of  change  were  stolen  from  the 
Markham  neighborhood  theatre.  The  thea- 
tre was  ransacked,  police  reported. 

Five  major  night  clubs,  newly  organized  as 
the  Night  Club  Operators  of  Central  Ohio, 
Inc.,  laid  down  their  own  rules  for  compliance 
with  the  midnight  curfew  order.  Dancing  in 
all  five  clubs  is  starting  at  the  revolutionary 
hour  of  7 p.  m.  First  floor  shows  are  held 
at  9:15  and  the  final  shows  start  at  11:15. 
The  “Big  Five”  clubs  include  Palm  Garden, 
Gloria,  Riviera,  Carolyn  and  Alexander.  Po- 
lice Chief  Lester  Merica  has  a squad  check- 
ing observance  of  the  curfew  order. 

Jerry  Norwood  of  the  Loew  home  office 
construction  department  was  in  town  check- 
ing the  Ohio  and  Broad  theatres.  He  is  on  a 
tour  of  all  midwest  Loew  theatres. 

Arnold  Hughes,  former  Ohio  usher  now  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  stopped  off  to  say 
goodbye  before  being  shipped  overseas. 
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CLEVELAND 

T H.  Walters,  National  Theatre  Supply  man- 
" ager,  got  an  earful  of  what  television  will 
mean  to  the  public  when  he  attended  the 
Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce  television 
dinner  held  during  the  week  . . . Anyone  who 
wanted  to  close  a deal  on  “Keys  of  the  King- 
dom” or  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  last 
Wednesday,  was  out  of  luck.  The  entire  20th- 
Fox  personnel  was  at  Red  Cross  headquarters, 
each  donating  a pint  of  blood. 

Remember  Johnny  Reed  who  used  to  be 
with  the  NTS  and  with  Oliver  Theatre  Sup- 
ply some  years  back?  Well,  he’s  back  in  the 
fold  again  as  salesman  at  Oliver  . . . Film- 
row  was  very  much  upset  over  the  news  that 
Milton  Onie,  son  of  Bill  Onie,  Monogram 
Cincinnati  franchise  owner,  was  reported 
missing  in  action  on  his  second  flight  over 
enemy  territory  in  western  Europe. 

Many  exhibitors  were  to  attend  the  Red 
Cross  pep  luncheon;  consequently  the  rest  of 
the  week  was  rather  free  from  visitors.  Spot- 
ted at  the  luncheon:  Ray  Wallace,  Alliance; 
Biggio  brothers,  Steubenville;  J.  J.  Huebner, 
Marion  . . . Sam  Seplowin,  Republic  district 
manager,  was  in  to  confer  with  local  Man- 
ager S.  P.  Gorrel  in  regard  to  Republic’s 
approaching  tenth  birthday  anniversary.  Two 
top  Republic  pictures  will  toe  released  during 
the  celebration,  April  28- June  2;  namely, 
“Earl  Carroll’s  Vanities”  and  “Flame  of  Bar- 
bary Coast.” 

Marjorie  McCord  Streib,  secretary  to  Dick 
Wright,  Warner  assistant  zone  manager,  is 
on  the  sick  list  ...  If  you’ve  been  waiting 
for  an  opportunity  to  repay  Herb  Horste- 
meier  for  past  favors,  the  time  to  do  it  is 
the  week  of  April  15-21,  which  the  local 
Universal  exchange  has  set  aside  as  a tribute 
to  its  popular  office  and  booking  manager 
. . . Anne  Urbas,  secretary  to  Nat  Wolf, 
wore  a gardenia  corsage  last  week  in  cele- 
bration of  her  birthday. 

Lester  Zucker,  Columbia  manager,  is  bat- 
tling a bad  cold  . . . George  Shenker,  owner 
of  the  Lorain  Theatre,  is  home  from  a local 
hospital  where  he  was  taken  following  a heart 
ailment. 

Exploitation  Contest  Set 
On  Rogers  Appearance 

PITTSBURGH  — Theatres  throughout  the 
area  will  stage  contests  in  connection  with 
the  appearance  of  Roy  Rogers  with  the  inter- 
national rodeo  at  The  Gardens,  April  30- 
May  5,  Syd  Lehman,  Republic  manager,  an- 
nounces. Salesmen  Russ  Zebra,  Lou  Hanna 
and  Hymie  Wheeler  have  “all  the  answers” 
regarding  the  promotional  stunt,  and  com- 
plete information  is  available  at  the  Republic 
exchange  from  Cele  Carpe,  booker. 

Many  events  are  planned  by  exhibitors  par- 
ticipating in  the  exploitation  contest  which 
will  be  climaxed  May  5 at  a luncheon  to  be 
attended  by  children  representing  the  thea- 
tres enrolled  and  at  which  Roy  Rogers  will 
be  present.  Immediately  thereafter  the  chil- 
dren will  attend  the  matinee  performance 
of  the  rodeo  which  stars  “The  King  of  the 
Cowboys”  and  Trigger,  his  golden  palomino. 


Bernard  Kranze  Week 

CLEVELAND — April  13-19  has  been  desig- 
nated as  the  Bernard  Kranze  appreciation 
week.  Kranze,  former  Variety  Club  chief 
barker,  is  the  RKO  district  manager  in  this 
area.  Since  he  came  here  several  years  ago 
to  become  first  branch  and  then  district 
manager,  he  has  accumulated  a large  number 
of  personal  and  business  friends.  It  is  the 
hope  of  the  district  to  chalk  up  a record  of 
an  RKO  picture  in  every  theatre  in  the  dis- 
trict during  the  appreciation  week. 


NOT  ON  LIDO  ROAD— This  photo  is 
the  likeness  of  Morris  M.  Finkel,  president 
of  the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  The  picture 
was  erroneously  published  in  the  Febru- 
ary 24  issue  of  BOXOFFICE  as  that  of 
Bob  Finkel,  Morris’s  nephew  who  was  pro- 
moted from  sergeant  to  second  lieuten- 
ant on  the  Lido  Road  in  Assam.  Morris 
owns  and  operates  the  Capitol  and  Hilltop 
theatres  in  Allentown,  Pa.,  and  is  co- 
chairman  of  the  area  Red  Cross  drive. 


B.  Kulick,  Anne  O'Donnell 
Of  PRC  Visit  Cleveland 

CLEVELAND  — Bert  Kulick,  newly  ap- 
pointed PRC  sales  manager,  and  Anne 
O’Donnell,  home  office  executive,  spent  the 
week  here  in  consultation  with  District  Man- 
ager Fred  Rohrs  and  Mark  Goldman,  branch 
manager.  Kulick  said  his  visit  was  purely 
exploratory,  to  look  over  the  local  situation 
and  to  meet  a few  of  the  circuit  buyers.  Miss 
O’Donnell’s  chief  interest  was  in  exchange 
operations.  Also  present  at  the  meetings  was 
William  Flemion,  manager  of  the  Detroit  PRC 
exchange. 

Kulick  announced  that  PRC  has  defi- 
nite plans  to  invade  the  industry  with  Class 
A production.  He  also  announced  that  Dis- 
trict Manager  Fred  Rohrs  is  moving  his  head- 
quarters from  St.  Louis  to  Cleveland,  this  be- 
ing a more  pivotal  point  for  territorial  cov- 
erage. 


DETROIT — Anne  O’Donnell,  former  PRC 
franchise  holder  in  Detroit,  and  prominent 
in  the  industry  for  many  years,  has  just  re- 
ceived a jeweled  wristwatch  from  her  former 
associates  here.  It  is  inscribed  “To  Our  Own 
Ann  From  the  Detroit  Film  Gang.”  She  is 
now  in  the  PRC  New  York  office. 

Accompanying  the  gift  was  a testimonial 
signed  by  William  Flamion,  Max  Blumenthal, 
Jack  Krass,  A1  Westaway,  C.  S.  Baker,  Irv- 
ing Belinsky,  Betty  and  Art  Lehr,  Art  Robin- 
son, Jack  Zide,  Joe  Gino,  Leonard  Soskin, 
Syd  Bowman,  E.  D.  Loyde,  M.  Harlan  Starr, 
Polly  Pollard,  Sam  Seplowin,  Bert  G.  Tighe, 
H.  Hal  Burris,  C.  C.  Perry,  Charlie  Garner, 
Ben  Zimner,  H.  Berman,  J.  D.  Brooks,  M.  E. 
Cohen,  George  L.  McCoy,  Jo  Broder  and 
Harold  Sandelman. 


William  Borack  in  N.Y. 

NEW  YORK — William  Borack,  assistant  to 
Harry  David,  head  of  the  Northio  Theatres 
with  headquarters  in  Cincinnati,  paid  a visit 
to  the  metropolis.  The  circuit  is  associated 
with  Paramount. 


Detroit  Chief  Barker 
Names  Committees 

DETROIT— New  committees  to  head  activ- 
ities of  Variety  Club  of  Michigan  for  1945 
were  named  by  James  F.  Sharkey,  film  buyer 
for  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Michigan  and 
chief  barker.  Appointments  are: 

House  and  entertainment:  Milton  Cohen, 
RKO  manager,  chairman;  Charles  Perry, 
manager,  Adams  Theatre;  Ralph  Raskin, 
premium  distributor;  Robert  Dunbar,  Warner 
manager;  Max  Blumenthal,  manager,  Film 
Exchange  projection  room;  Lou  Berman, 
salesman,  Universal;  William  Boesky,  man- 
ager, Brass  Rails,  and  Harry  Gilbert,  former 
Universal  salesman. 

Heart  of  Variety:  Edward  C.  Beatty,  presi- 
dent, Butterfield  Theatres,  chairman;  Lou 
Wisper,  W&W  Theatres;  Earl  J.  Hudson, 
president,  United  Detroit  Theatres;  Alex 
Schreiber,  manager,  Associated  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  and  Arthur  Robinson,  circuit 
owner. 

Bowman  Heads  Welfare  Group 

Welfare:  Sidney  Bowman,  United  Artists 
salesman,  chairman;  Harold  Sandelman, 
booker,  Broder  circuit,  and  Ben  Rosen,  man- 
ager, Confection  Cabinet  Corp. 

Publicity:  Earl  J.  Hudson,  president,  United 
Detroit  Theatres,  chairman;  Lee  Johnson; 
Harold  Berg,  independent  publicist,  and 
George  McCall,  managing  director,  Hughes- 
Downtown  Theatre. 

Membership:  Arvid  Kantor,  manager,  Na- 
tional Screen  Service,  chairman;  Joe  Gins, 
manager,  Columbia;  Irwin  Pollard,  manager, 
Republic,  and  Daniel  J.  Lewis,  booker,  Wisper 
& Wetsman  Theatres. 

Zide,  Bruss  to  Aid  Shutins 

Movies  for  shutins:  Jack  Zide,  manager 
Allied  Film  exchange,  chairman,  and  Kal 
Bruss,  United  Artists  officer  manager. 

Stanton  school  and  veterans’  hospital  ac- 
ticities:  Alex  Schreiber,  general  manager, 
Associated  Theatres,  chairman;  Fred  Dickely, 
manager,  Altec  Sound  Service;  Jack  Zide, 
manager.  Allied  Film  exchange;  Arthur  Rob- 
inson, circuit  operator;  Arvid  Kantor,  mana- 
ger National  Screen  Service,  and  J.  Oliver 
Brooks,  head  booker,  Butterfield  Theatres. 

Woman  Moves  to  Change 
Ohio  Work  Statute 

COLUMBUS — A proposal  to  modify  the 
present  law  regulating  the-  employment  of 
women  and  minors  by  setting  an  eight-hour 
day  and  a 48-hour  week  has  been  introduced 
in  the  Ohio  legislature  by  Rep.  Mary  Sotak, 
Cleveland.  Her  bill  fixes  18  as  the  minimum 
employment  age  and  requires  a permit  for 
work  beyond  the  prescribed  maximum. 

A bill  providing  for  extension  of  the  pres- 
ent law  for  two  years  was  introduced  in  the 
Ohio  senate  by  Sen.  Fred  Reiners  of  Cincin- 
nati. Opposed  by  organized  labor,  the  pres- 
ent Ohio  law  fixes  a limit  of  ten  hours  a day 
and  50  hours  a week  for  women,  with  18  as 
the  minimum  employment  age.  Employers 
are  required  to  inform  the  state  director  of 
industrial  relations  when  it  is  necessary  to 
work  a greater  number  of  hours. 


Gleason  Naval  Officer  in  “Bride" 

James  Gleason  has  been  cast  as  a naval 
officer  in  “The  Well  Groomed  Bride,”  a 
Paramount  production. 


GEORGE  A.  EBELING 
Architect 
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WB  Shifts  Personnel 
In  Pilisbnrgh  Circuit 

PITTSBURGH — Warner  circuit  promotions 
and  switches  include: 

Gretchen  Brown  (daughter  of  Harry  Brown, 
Nixon  manager  for  a quarter  of  a century  un- 
til several  seasons  ago),  formerly  Manor  cash- 
ier, is  now  assistant  manager  there. 

Charles  Mason,  former  assistant  at  the 
Manor,  is  now  Sheridan  Square  assistant 
manager  and  treasurer. 

George  Rathmell,  former  Enright  student 
manager,  now  is  Centre  manager.  James 
Hoffman,  former  manager  of  the  Columbia, 
Erie,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Liberty, 
Sharon. 

Charles  Comar  has  been  named  Strand 
manager,  replacing  Eddie  Sellette,  who  is  re- 
cuperating from  an  illness  at  his  family  home 
in  Boston. 

Edward  Deleroski,  released  from  the  navy, 
and  Kathryn  Nist  are  newcomers  to  the  pub- 
licity department. 

Ben  Braudie  has  been  transferred  from  the 
local  Strand  to  the  Columbia,  Erie. 

Joseph  Mosier,  Sheridan  Square  student 
manager,  has  been  promoted  to  the  State, 
Wilkinsburg. 

Jack  Williams,  who  had  served  in  the  ma- 
rine corps  during  World  War  I and  who  has 
returned  to  civilian  life  once  more  after  serv- 
ing a second  stretch  with  the  Leathernecks, 
has  joined  Warner  circuit  here.  Some  years 
ago  he  was  a house  manager  for  the  circuit 
and  in  recent  years  he  had  managed  the  in- 
dependent Girard,  West  View. 

Ohio  and  Broad  Raise 
Prices  on  Weekends 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO — Five-cent  increase  in 
admissions  on  Saturday,  Sunday  and  holi- 
days, is  now  in  effect  at  the  Ohio  and  Broad, 
bringing  these  theatres  in  line  with  admis- 
sions charged  at  other  downtown  first  runs. 
New  evening  weekend  and  holiday  adult  price 
is  65  cents,  with  matinees  at  50  cents.  Service 
men  are  now  charged  30  cents  both  matinee 
and  evening  on  weekends.  The  former  mati- 
nee price  was  25  cents.  Monday  through  Fri- 
day admissions  and  children’s  admissions  re- 
main the  same. 


150  Older  Features  on  List 
For  20th-Fox  Sales  Drive 

PITTSBURGH — In  connection  with  20th- 
Fok’s  30th  anniversary  month  drive,  the  com- 
pany has  made  available  approximately  150 
feature  pictures  of  past  seasons  in  addition 
to  current  product,  Miss  Betty  Miller,  office 
manager,  announced.  Dozens  of  great  attrac- 
tions of  recent  years  are  included  in  the  list 
of  productions  which  are  now  ready  for  book- 
ing. Sales  representatives  and  bookers  state 
that  all  offerings  are  in  demand,  both  be- 
cause of  the  anniversary  and  because  of  the 
need  due  to  curtailed  releases  and  a shortage 
of  prints.  Herman  Beiersdorf,  local  mana- 
fer,  states  that  the  30th  anniversary  month 
drive  is  now  at  top  speed  and  that  coopera- 
tion is  excellent  throughout  the  area. 

Ohio  Bills  Would  Put 
A Damper  on  Bingo 

COLUMBUS  — Bingo  and  similar  games 
would  be  prohibited  under  bills  introduced  in 
the  Ohio  senate.  A measure  offered  by  Sen. 
Carl  Sheppard,  Akron,  would  make  such 
gambling  a common  felony,  with  a penalty  of 
one  to  five  years’  imprisonment.  Another  bill 
by  Sen.  George  Shurtz,  Newcomerstown, 
would  prohibit  games  of  chance  entirely,  with 
a fine  of  $50  to  $500  and  jail  terms  of  ten 
days  to  six  months. 


Chakeres  Visits  Family 

MIAMI,  FLA. — Phil  Chakeres,  Springfield, 
Ohio,  circuit  operator  of  40  houses,  has  ar- 
rived here  for  a month’s  visit  with  Mrs. 
Chakeres  and  their  daughter,  Mary,  and 
grandsons,  Phil  and  Pat  Collins,  at  the 
Chakeres’  Miami  Beach  home  on  Collins  Ave. 
Chakeres  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Settos,  circuit  operator  of  Indian- 
apolis. 


Powell  at  Cincinnati 

CINCINNATI — Terry  Turner  accompanied 
Dick  Powell  here  for  personal  appearances 
Wednesday  last  week  at  the  Palace  in  the 
interest  of  the  opening  of  “Murder,  My 
Sweet.”  Others  in  the  party  included  A1 
Kolitz,  Cleveland:  Milt  Cohen,  Detroit,  and 
Bernie  Kranz,  district  manager.  Powell  and 
the  party  left  here  for  Dayton  and  Indian- 
apolis for  similar  appearances. 


Fairmount  Theatre  Will 
Be  Rebuilt,  WB  Decides 

FAIRMOUNT,  W.  VA.  — The  Fairmount, 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  a month  ago, 
will  be  rebuilt,  Warner  circuit  executives  of 
the  Pittsburgh  office  announced  here  after 
an  inspection  tour.  Sid  Jacobs,  district  man- 
ager, stated  that  plans  are  being  forwarded 
to  erect  a 1,800 -seat  de  luxe  theatre.  Cause 
of  the  fire,  which  caused  a half  million  dollar 
damage,  is  undetermined. 


CARNEGIE,  PA. — C.  E.  Herman,  proprietor 
of  four  theatres  here  until  the  Dixie  was 
gutted  by  fire  several  weeks  ago,  stated  this 
week  that  the  theatre  would  be  rebuilt  and 
modernized  as  soon  as  materials,  equipments 
and  fixtures  are  available.  The  fire  started 
under  the  stage  but  the  origin  is  undeter- 
mined. 
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Big  Canteen  Statistics 

PITTSBURGH — Average  daily  attendance 
at  the  USO-Variety  Club  Canteen  is  1,755. 
Since  the  canteen  opened  in  May,  1943,  more 
than  625,000  sandwiches,  725,000  doughnuts, 
400,000  cups  of  coffee,  360,000  glasses  of  milk 
and  600,000  soft  drinks  have  been  served  with- 
out charge  to  service  men. 


Installations  by  Superior 

ROSCOE,  PA. — New  Century  projectors  and 
RCA  sound  system  have  been  installed  at 
the  Roscoe  for  Anthony  Latella,  proprietor,  by 
the  Superior  Motion  Picture  Supply  Co.  of 
Pittsburgh. 


"Song"  at  Johnstown 

JOHNSTOWN,  PA.— Arthur  H.  Levy,  Pitts- 
burgh Columbia  manager,  staged  a special 
tradeshowing  of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at 
the  Embassy  here  Thursday  afternoon.  A 
luncheon  preceded  the  preview  at  the  Fort 
Stanwyx  Hotel. 


Hutting  Gets  Lee  Post 

ALMA,  MICH. — Bernard  Hutting  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  the  Lee  Theatre  by  its 
new  owner,  Ed  Carow  of  South  Lyon,  who 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mrs.  Robert  Gager. 


Odeon  Plans  Palatial 
New  Toronto  Theatre 

From  Canadian  Edition 

TORONTO — A downtown  site  has  been  ac- 
quired by  Odeon  Theatres  on  which  to  erect 
a local  ace  house  as  soon  as  wartime  re- 
strictions are  lifted.  Plans  which  are  said 
to  be  already  well  in  hand,  call  for  an  elab- 
orate showcase  in  keeping  with  the  partner- 
ship formed  recently  between  Paul  L.  Nath- 
anson  and  Arthur  Rank  of  England.  The 
Toronto  theatre  is  expected  to  equal  in  ap- 
pearance and  importance  the  key  theatres 
planned  in  other  cities  of  the  British  Em- 
pire and  in  New  York  in  Rank’s  worldwide 
program  of  expansion. 

The  local  site  is  in  a strategic  location 
with  a sweeping  view  from  two  important 
thoroughfares  where  a spectacular  front 
would  have  full  effect.  According  to  a re- 
liable informant  the  palatial  structure  will 
include  office  facilities  for  the  head  offices 
of  Odeon  and  General  Theatre  Corp.,  the 
parent  company  in  which  Arthur  Rank  has 
his  holdings. 

Plans  call  also  for  the  erection  of  a film 
exchange  building  for  Empire-Universal 
Films  not  far  away  from  the  Odeon  struc- 
ture. The  regulations  of  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment prevent  the  operation  of  an  ex- 
change with  film  storage  in  a property  which 
has  other  tenants.  The  film  exchange  would 
also  accommodate  Sovereign  Films,  the  16mm 
distributing  enterprise  in  the  group  of  Nath- 
anson  companies. 

The  proposed  theatre,  it  is  believed,  will 
serve  as  the  first  run  outlet  for  special  Brit- 
ish productions  and  de  luxe  product  of  Uni- 
versal Pictures  along  with  other  features 
which  would  be  surrounded  by  a program 
of  careful  selection.  Such  programs,  it  is  ex- 
pected, might  include  stage  presentations  and 
orchestral  accompaniment  of  a high  order 
comparable  with  attractions  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  in  New  York.  In  a word,  there  are 
indications  that  the  plan  will  bring  much 
prestige  and  dignity  to  the  motion  picture 
field  in  Canada. 

Nathanson’s  recent  lengthy  visit  in  Holly- 
wood is  believed  connected  with  preparations 
for  the  launching  of  the  project  in  Toronto, 
along  with  joint  plans  with  Rank  for  gen- 
eral expansion  across  the  Dominion. 


Screen  Club  History  Will 
Be  Compiled  in  a Book 

From  Hollywood  Edition 

DENVER  — The  history  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Screen  Club  will  be  made  the  sub- 
ject matter  for  a book  to  be  published  this 
fall.  The  board  of  directors  voted  $1,000  to 
start  the  work,  which  suggestion  came  from 
A.  P.  Archer,  one  of  the  members  and  a 
partner  in  Civic  Theatres,  Denver. 

Plans  call  for  a well  arranged  and  beau- 
tifully bound  book  which  would  contain  the 
full  history  of  the  club,  its  members  and  more 
particularly,  the  club  activities  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  to  now.  Archer  explained 
to  the  board  that  the  industry  and  the  club 
participated  in  many  important  civic  and 
patriotic  activities,  that  its  members  had 
such  an  important  part  in  the  advancement 
on  innumerable  war,  educational,  charitable 
and  patriotic  drives  that  this  record  should 
be  carefully  compiled  and  published  in  one 
volume. 

Temporarily  titled  “History  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Screen  Club,”  the  book  will  be  sold 
throughout  the  nation  and  placed  in  li- 
braries. Research  will  start  at  once  by  a 
committee  composed  of  Archer,  chairman, 
and  Bob  Hill,  Joe  Ashby,  Ted  Halmi,  Harold 
Rice  and  Robert  Garland. 
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New  New  Haven  Chief 
With  Univ.  25  Years 

NEW  HAVEN — Harry  Martin,  new  Univer- 
sal manager  at  the  New  Haven  exchange,  has 
a quarter  century  of  service  with  Universal 
in  Boston  to  his  credit,  and  as  thorough  a 
background  in  film  distribution  and  ex- 
change operations  as  a young  manager  could 
have. 

His  first  connection  with  Universal,  in  1920, 
v/as  as  clerk,  then  auditor  and  booker  with 
American  Feature  Co.  of  Boston,  holder  of  the 
Universal  franchise  in  the  New  England  ter- 


HARRY  MARTIN 


ritory  until  its  absorption  by  the  company. 
During  ten  years  in  this  association,  he  often 
visited  the  New  Haven  office. 

Known  as  an  excellent  booker  and  office 
manager,  Martin  subsequently  was  reputed 
to  be  one  of  Universal’s  most  successful  sales- 
men. A few  years  ago  he  was  promoted  to 
sales  manager  at  the  Boston  Universal  ex- 
change under  Branch  Manager  Myer  Felt- 
man,  the  post  he  left  to  assume  the  helm  of 
the  New  Haven  exchange. 

Born  in  Canada,  Martin  attended  school  in 
St.  John,  N.  B.  During  the  first  world  war 
he  saw  considerable  service  with  the  royal 
flying  corps.  After  the  war,  he  moved  to  the 
United  States  and  was  attracted  to  the  film 
business. 

Martin  was  welcomed  her,  together  with 
Ray  Wylie,  new  UA  manager,  at  a luncheon 
of  exchange  managers  at  the  Hofbrau. 

Salco  Amusement  Corp. 
Formed  at  Bridgeport 

BRIDGEPORT  — The  Salco  Amusement 
Corp.  has  filed  certificate  of  organization 
with  the  secretary  of  state,  naming  Louis  J. 
Anger  as  president,  Angelo  F.  Sturchio  as 
vice-president,  and  Clifford  E.  Lyon  as  treas- 
urer and  secretary.  Anger  is  of  Bridgeport 
and  the  two  other  officers  of  Stratford.  Anger 
has  been  operating  the  Barnum  Theatre, 
Bridgeport. 


Join  for  Red  Cross 

NORWICH,  CONN.  — Theatre  managers 
here  and  the  local  civic  committee  joined 
last  week  to  lay  out  plans  for  the  Red  Cross 
drive,  Joseph  Boyle,  Broadway  manager,  re- 
ports. 


Film  Gives  Wife  Last 
View  of  Lost  Fighter 

Manchester,  N.  H. — Mrs.  Cleo  Dickin- 
son was  thrilled  recently  when  she  at- 
tended a theatre  here  and  saw  her  hus- 
band, Lieut.  Robert  F.  Dickinson,  whom 
she  married  while  serving  in  the  WAVES, 
in  four  scenes  in  the  film  “The  Fighting 
Lady,”  showing  American  aircraft  car- 
riers at  war.  She  sat  through  the  picture 
several  times. 

Now,  Mrs.  Dickinson  has  been  notified 
that  her  husband  has  been  missing  in 
action  in  the  Pacific  since  January  16. 


Rudy  Frank  Sends  Report 
On  Hollywood  Visitings 

HARTFORD — Rudy  Frank,  former  pub- 
licity director  for  the  State  Theatre  here, 
who  now  is  visiting  in  California,  writes  as 
follows: 

“Only  today  I was  walking  down  Holly- 
wood Blvd.  and  I hear  some  one  shout,  ‘Hey, 
Rudy!’  I turned  around  and  it’s  Frank  Ram- 
sey who  used  to  work  as  assistant  manager 
to  Jim  McCarthy  at  the  Strand.  It  was  his 
first  day  out  of  the  army.  He  asked  to  be 
remembered  to  all  of  his  friends  back  home. 

“I  have  also  seen  Abe  Lyman,  Martha  Raye, 
Alice  Faye,  Phil  Harris,  George  Raft,  Gene 
Krupa,  Horace  Heidt,  Charlie  Barnet,  Henry 
Busse,  Elyse  Knox  and  Lieut.  Tom  Harmon 
(Elyse  and  I chatted  at  great  length  about 
Hartford);  Virginia  Weidler,  Helen  Forrest 
and  a great  many  others  who  have  appeared 
on  our  State  Theatre  stage  in  the  past.” 

Dark  Streets  and  Fronts 
Don't  Hurt  Theatres 

HARTFORD — The  brownout  plus  the  mid- 
night curfew  have  caused  little  difference  in 
cash  receipts  in  A theatres  in  this  area.  As 
one  manager  summed  it  up,  “Our  running 
time  ends  at  about  11:30  p.  m„  and  we’re 
usually  closed  up  tight  by  midnight.  As  far 
as  the  brownout  is  concerned,  folks  still  seem 
to  know  where  this  theatre  is  located.  We’ve 
no  complaints.  Let’s  win  the  war  and  get  our 
boys  home.” 

It  is  expected  that  the  Loew’s  circuit  will 
introduce  fluorescent  lighting  to  get  the  best 
effect  from  the  60-waat  lighting  facilities  per- 
mitted. 


Hartford  Solons  Hear 
Bills  Against  Bingo 

HARTFORD — Two  bills  concerning  repeal 
and  restriction  of  bingo  were  fourth  and  fifth 
industry  bills  to  be  heard  in  committee  dur- 
ing the  current  session  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture. Previously,  senate  bill  concerning 
“safety  in  public  places”  asking  for  various 
seating,  exit  and  other  fire  regulations,  and  a 
bill  to  extend  Sunday  theatre  operation  hours 
to  1 to  11:30  p.  m.,  were  heard.  Scheduled 
for  hearing  on  March  20  are  three  bills  which 
include  the  perennial  two-men-in-a-booth,  a 
bill  concerning  attendance  of  unescorted  chil- 
dren, and  a bill  concerning  group  libel,  all 
before  the  judiciary  committee. 

A few  years  ago,  a group  of  lawyers  brought 
an  unsuccessful  suit  here  against  a local  thea- 
tre for  showing  a film  which,  it  was  asserted, 
libeled  the  profession  and  its  members.  The 
new  bill  seeks  to  make  theatres  liable  for  such 
alleged  group  libel  in  pictures. 

Herman  M.  Levy,  Hartford  lobbyist  for  the 
industry,  reports  a large  group  of  exhibitors 
plan  to  be  present  at  the  hearings  on  these 
latter  bills. 


Big  Boston  Campaign  Gets 
"Bluebeard"  Under  Way 

BOSTON — Harry  Blair,  publicity  director 
for  PRC,  was  in  town  for  the  campaign  on 
the  opening  of  “Bluebeard”  at  the  Trans- 
Lux  Theatre.  Advertising  budgets  were  in- 
creased 50  per  cent,  a special  front  was 
erected  on  the  theatre,  and  a luncheon  was 
held  for  critics. 

Manager  Newman  had  three-sheets  on 
seven  trucks  of  the  Double-Wear  Overall  Co. 
for  a week  in  advance.  These  trucks  cover 
three  states.  The  picture  opened  to  big  busi- 
ness and  was  held  over. 


Summer  Opening  Seen 

NAUGATUCK,  CONN.  — The  900-seat 
Salem,  under  construction  here  by  Ralph 
Pasho,  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  early 
summer.  Pasho  formerly  operated  the  up- 
stairs Gem,  closed  last  summer  by  the  state 
safety  police.  Booth  and  auditorium  equip- 
ment for  the  new  house  have  been  contracted 
for  with  Modern  Theatre  Equipment  Co.  at 
New  Haven,  while  carpets,  screen  and  lenses 
went  to  National  Theatre  Supply. 


THEY  LIKE  THE  PRESS  SHEET — Bostonians  went  into  a huddle  before  the 
Red  Cross  meeting  to  admire  the  art  work  in  the  campaign  book.  Left  to  right: 
Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson,  Maj.  J.  H.  Townsend,  Ben  Kalmenson,  Nathan  Yamins, 
Marty  Mullin  and  Bill  Horan. 
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Du  by  Lewis,  Palace  stage  manager,  went  to 
Boston  to  attend  a ceremony  at  Mount 
Sinai  Hospital  in  which  her  daughter  Evelyn 
received  her  cap  as  a nurse  cadet  . . . Charlie 
Obert,  Allyn,  plans  to  open  a shooting  gallery 
. . . The  Loew  Poll  marquee  was  repainted 
in  blue. 

Martha  Gilwech,  Palace  cashier,  had  her 
sister,  Yoeman  Kay  McKay  of  the  WAVES, 
home  on  a leave  from  Hutchinson,  Kas.  . . . 
Radioman  Robert  Evans,  who  served  as  usher 
and  doorman  at  the  Strand  and  Regal  thea- 
tres, now  is  in  the  South  Pacific  . . . Ensign 
Allen  Hilt,  formerly  on  the  Central  staff,  was 
in  Italy  recently  making  the  theatre  rounds. 
He  is  in  the  merchant  marine. 

Richard  Kinghorn  has  resigned  from  the 
Eastwood  staff  ...  A broken  water  main  on 
the  East  Hartford  bridge  over  this  weekend 
dented  theatre  and  night  club  business  in  that 
section  . . . Fred  Connors  is  new  on  the  Astor 
staff  . . . Condolences  of  the  trade  were 
extended  to  Louis  Gordon  of  the  Lockwood  & 
Gordon  circuit,  on  the  death  of  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Jacob  Gordon.  The  funeral  was  held  in 
Brookline,  Mass. 

Due  to  a throat  ailment  incurred  by  Elisa- 
beth Bergner,  the  March  2-3  engagement  of 
“The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls”  was  canceled  by  the 
Bushnell  Memorial  management  ...  A re- 
vival of  “Ruggles  of  Red  Gap”  was  presented 
at  the  Avery  Memorial  by  the  Wadsworth 
Athneum  for  service  men  and  women  . . . 
Bernie  Levy,  Amalgamated  Theatres,  was  in 
town  . . . Joseph  Quittner  went  to  New  York 
where  his  daughter  was  ill. 

Manager  Ted  Tuttle,  Astor,  is  still  at  home 
with  the  fractured  arm  . . . Frank  Ramsey, 
former  manager  of  the  Lenox  who  recently 
received  a medical  discharge  from  the  army, 
now  is  visiting  with  his  family  in  Hollywood 
. . . Bill  Cranston,  who  was  ill  with  pleurisy, 
is  back  on  the  Colonial  staff  after  an  absence 
of  ten  weeks. 

Manager  Tom  Grace,  Eastwood,  has  solved 
the  labor  shortage.  Daughter  Eileen,  age  five, 
relieves  the  candy  girl  on  her  day  off  but 
persists  in  asking,  “Daddy,  how  much?”  . . . 
Lou  Brown,  Loew  Poli  publicity  director,  has 
had  the  cast  removed  from  his  ankle  but 
still  uses  a cane  . . . Colonial  Cashier  Minnie 
Claffey’s  son,  who  is  with  the  merchant  ma- 
rine, has  sent  her  a star  sapphire,  an  ivory 
carved  necklace  and  an  ebony  table  which  he 
secured  in  his  travels  to  Africa  and  India 
. . . Cpl.  Sid  Klepper,  ex-Loew’s  Palace,  now  is 
serving  in  France. 

Mike  Malucci,  ex-Strand  chief  of  service, 
is  in  the  South  Pacific  with  the  navy,  accord- 
ing to  latest  reports  . . . Manley  Hitchon  is 
new  on  the  Lenox  maintenance  staff  . . . 
Albert  Fazio  replaces  William  Dillon  at  the 
Strand  . . . Central  Cashier  Mrs.  Carrie  Mun- 
son has  returned  to  her  post  after  a siege  of 
the  flu  . . . Pvt.  Anthony  DiLorenzo  writes 
from  Belgium  that  his  cigaret  ration  has 
been  upped  to  seven  packs  a week. 

The  Princess  projectionists,  James  Gray  and 
Americo  Marino  jr.,  expect  to  leave  for  the 
army  this  Saturday  (17).  Fred  Busiere  has 
stepped  in  to  take  over  on  a part-time  basis 
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in  addition  to  his  job  at  a local  war  plant 
. . . Film  salesmen  here  last  week  included 
Johnny  Paxonne  of  UA,  George  Walsh  of 
Paramount  and  Max  Salzburg,  RKO  . . . 
Dorothy  Reynolds  has  replaced  Theresa  Chris- 
tiansen at  the  Webb  Playhouse  boxoffice. 

Alice  Sicily,  Daly  circuit  headquarters,  ex- 
pects to  leave  soon  for  Kentucky  to  rejoin 
her  hubby  who  is  hospitalized  with  malaria. 
He  recently  returned  to  the  States  after  three 
years  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Dow’s  Theatre  is  planning  replacement  of 
its  marquee,  which  the  recent  snowstorm 
wrecked  . . . The  revival  of  Rogers  and  Astaire 
in  “Top  Hat”  did  fair  business  there  last 
week  . . . Sgt.  Russ  Ordway,  former  assistant 
at  the  Allyn,  now  is  serving  with  the  engi- 
neers corps  in  England  . . . Cpl.  Lester 
Markowski,  former  assistant  at  the  Proven 
Pictures,  also  is  in  England. 

E.  M.  Loew’s  changed  its  opening  day  to 
Wednesday  with  “Eadie  Was  a Lady”  . . . 
Hartford’s  Barbara  Barrie  opened  a New 
England  tour  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.  ...  Ed  Begley,  who  got  his  start  with 
the  Mark  Twain  Masquers  here,  was  heard 
voicing  the  background  script,  a This  Is 
America  short,  at  Loew’s  Poli. 

Patrons  who  pass  the  Lenox  at  7 o’clock 
these  mornings  can  see  Manager  Henry 
Wittke  cleaning  windows,  polishing  brass  and 
sweeping  floors  . . . Jewel  Bloomberg,  Prin- 
cess usherette,  has  taken  a two-month  leave 
of  absence,  due  to  illness  . . . Sgt.  Arthur 
Lorentzen,  ex-Central,  is  home  on  furlough 
from  32  months  with  the  army  in  England 
. . . Manager  Martin  Kelleher,  Princess,  is 
credited  with  37  years  in  the  show  business. 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 


Equipment  of  the  Colonial  in  Nashua,  which 
■*-1  was  closed  recently,  is  being  disposed  of 
at  a mortgage  sale.  This  includes  stage 
equipment,  drapes,  curtains,  electric  fixtures, 
chairs  and  motion  picture  machines.  The 
New  Hampshire  Consistory  is  mortgagee  and 
owner  of  the  building.  Another  firm  is  re- 
ported negotiating  to  lease  the  theatre. 


A film  show  at  a Dover  theatre  was  in- 
cluded in  a February  Christmas  party  spon- 
sored by  a shoe  manufacturing  concern  for  42 
children  from  the  Dover  Children’s  Home. 
Illness  among  the  youngsters  interfered  with 
original  plans  for  the  “treat”  during  the  Yule 
season. 

Melvin  Morrison,  manager  of  the  Strand  in 
Dover,  has  been  named  theatre  chairman  of 
the  Red  Cross  drive  for  $20,800  in  that  city. 

“Wilson”  was  shown  at  the  Palace  in  Man- 
chester, February  26  and  27,  with  a top  price 
of  $1.10  for  orchestra  seats  at  the  night 
shows.  Special  rates  were  given  service  men. 


Technician  Orland  N.  Burnham  of  Farm- 
ington, who  organized  and  directed  the  widely 
known  hillbilly  bands,  “The  Pine  Tree  Boys” 
and  “The  Down  Easters,”  was  killed  in  ac- 
tion in  Germany  February  11.  He  was  in  the 
infantry  and  had  been  in  the  service  since 
Dec.  7,  1942. 

Saul  A.  Cote  of  the  Strand  staff  in  Dover 
is  engaged  to  marry  Miss  Mildred  L.  Durant 
of  Somersworth  this  month  . . . Fred  Pulsi- 
fer  has  resigned  as  projectionist  at  the  Strand 
in  Farmington  and  will  go  to  his  former  home 
in  Nova  Scotia  to  enter  the  Canadian  armed 
forces. 

Miss  Iyla  Tracy,  a member  of  the  Com- 
munity Players,  handled  the  makeup  for  par- 
ticipants in  a pageant,  “Women  of  the  White 
House,”  staged  by  the  Concord  Business  and 
Professional  Women’s  Club. 


WORCESTER 


TFay  Rafter,  assistant  cashier  at  the  Elm 
Street,  has  returned  after  a week  spent  in 
New  Jersey  . . . Sigmund  Romberg,  the  com- 
poser, was  in  town  for  a concert  at  the  Audi- 
torium ...  So  heavy  was  the  snow  this  win- 
ter that  for  the  first  time,  Bill  Brown,  mana- 
ger of  the  Greendale,  had  to  use  a bulldozer 
to  clear  the  parking  space,  the  plow  being 
ineffective. 

A screen  party  planned  for  newsboys  at 
the  Poli  had  to  be  canceled  because  of  the 
fuel  restrictions  on  operating,  Manager  Har- 
old H.  Maloney  announced  . . . The  audit  of 
the  books  of  the  Poli  and  the  Elm  Street  has 
been  completed  . . . New  frames  have  been 
ordered  for  the  Park. 

Larry  Guerin,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Plymouth,  has  resigned  . . . Eddie  Leslie 
and  Mike  Early,  who  sometimes  sub  as  stage- 
hands, are  firemen  by  profession  . . . Erford 
Gage,  former  Brookfield  young  man  who 
appeared  in  RKO  films,  is  now  serving  in  the 
Marianas. 

Carol  Bruce,  playing  a stage  engagement 
at  the  Plymouth,  gave  an  interview  in  which 
she  approved  the  midnight  curfew  for  night 
clubs,  although  much  of  her  income  is  from 
these  clubs  . . . The  mother  of  Richard 
Miller,  former  chief  of  staff  at  the  Elm 
Street,  died. 

The  Better  Films  Council  submitted  ap- 
proval of  “Here  Come  the  WAVES,”  and  “Mu- 
sic for  Millions”  for  the  family.  “I’ll  be  Seeing 
You,”  “Objective,  Burma!”  and  “One  Body 
Too  Many”  for  mature-family  audiences,  and 
none  for  adults  . . . Clyde  Joslin,  veteran 
doorman  at  the  Park,  has  been  on  the  sick 
list. 

Bill  Brown,  manager  of  the  Park  and 
Greendale,  took  his  first  day  off  in  six  weeks, 
and  encountered  a severe  blizzard  on  his 
trip  to  Springfield  . . . The  start  of  the 
Lenten  season  reacted  adversely  in  the  the- 
atres, with  one  exception.  A sleet  storm 
knocked  business  for  a loop  on  Washington’s 
birthday. 

Vincent  Wiggin  has  resigned  from  the  Poli 
. . . Manager  Bob  Portle  of  the  Elm  Street 
entertained  200  orphans  and  the  nuns  from 
the  St.  Anne  orphanage  at  a showing  of 
“Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  ...  A crowd  of  2,800 
turned  out  to  hear  Martinelli  in  “Pagliacci” 
at  the  Auditorium. 

Mrs.  Robert  Robison,  Plymouth,  lost  her 
wardrobe  when  fire  swept  the  Bridgeway 
Hotel  in  Springfield,  where  she  was  staying 
while  helping  to  prepare  for  a Legion  in- 
door circus  . . . Manager  Ralph  Eaton  of  the 
Plymouth  has  booked  Olsen  and  Johnson’s 
“Sons  O’  Fun”  as  a tabloid  revue  March  12. 
It  played  here  earlier  in  the  season  as  a 
legit. 

Leo  Warshaw  has  resigned  as  operator  at 
the  Greendale,  and  Gene  Sweeney  has  suc- 
ceeded him  . . . William  Maroney  and  Ru- 
dolph Castagna  have  resigned  from  the  Elm 
Street  . . . Theatre  collections  contributed 
$1,918  to  the  record  breaking  March  of  Dimes 
total  in  Fitchburg  . . . Raymond  Shankel 
has  joined  the  Parks’  staff. 

Manager  Nate  Goldberg  of  the  Olympia 
reports  John  Wilkinson  and  Charles  Tatman 
are  staff  additions  . . . Manager  Alec  Davis 
held  over  “Objective,  Burma!”  at  the  Warner 
. . . The  Park  and  Greendale  arranged  a 
tieup  with  the  Worcester  Pressed  Steel  Co. 
for  “American  Romance,”  with  the  concern 
buying  500  tickets  for  employes. 


Second  Male  Lead  in  "Broadway" 

Loren  Tindall  is  set  for  the  second  male 
lead  in  Columbia’s  “Song  of  Broadway.” 
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Honors  to  Holdovers, 
Except  for  'Suspect' 

BOSTON — Business  was  still  terrific  last 
week,  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  did  a record 
business  at  the  Metropolitan.  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis”  at  the  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  was 
very  strong  in  its  fourth  week.  The  “Suspect” 
received  enthusiastic  reviews  in  the  local 
press  and  opened  strong.  The  “Earl  Carroll 
Vanities”  opened  at  the  Paramount  and  Fen- 
way to  well  above  average  business.  “Three 
Caballeros”  was  another  strong  holdover.  The 
holdovers  accounted  for  better  business  than 
the  new  pictures,  with  the  exception  of  the 
“Suspect.” 

Warm  weather  has  melted  the  ice  and  re- 
stored traveling  conditions  to  normal. 

Crowds  in  front  of  the  Metropolitan  were 
so  large  that  several  police  officers  had  to  be 
stationed  there  to  keep  them  from  blocking 
traffic. 

(Average  is  100) 


Boston — Destiny  (RKO),  plus  stage  show 125 

Fenway  and  Paramount — Earl  Carroll  Vanities 

(Rep);  Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 120 

Majestic — Three  Caballeros  (RKO),  4th  wk 135 

Memorial — The  Suspect  (Univ);  Night  Club 

Girl  (Univ)  130 

Metropolian — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

2nd  wk 160 

Orpheum  and  State — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis 

(M-G-M),  4th  wk 140 

Translux — Castle  of  Crimes  (PRC);  Bluebeard 
(PRC)  ; 120 


"Music  for  Millions"  Is  Preference 
Of  New  Haven  Theatregoers 
NEW  HAVEN — “Music  for  Millions”  really 
combed  the  town  and  did  the  best  business, 
going  over  to  the  College  for  a second  week. 
At  the  Roger  Sherman,  “Objective,  Burma!” 
did  a shade  over  average  and  stayed  for  a 
second  week.  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  was 
also  better  than  average  at  the  Paramount. 


Bijou — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 

Lights  ©f  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep)  95 

College — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO);  Leave  It 

to  Blondi©  (Col),  2nd  wk 98 

Loew's  Poli — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M) 135 

Paramount — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 105 

Roger  Sherman — Objective,  Burma!  (WB) 100 


"Sunday  Dinner"  Duo  Brings  in  Big 
Gravy  at  the  Poli  in  Hartford 

HARTFORD — Second  week  holdovers  at 
the  Palace,  Strand  and  Allyn  theatres  ‘con- 
tinued to  do  good  business.  “Sunday  Dimer 
for  a Soldier”  and  “Fighting  Lady”  brought 
in  the  gravy  at  the  Poli.  The  midnight  cur- 
few did  not  dent  local  business. 

Allyn — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para),  2nd  wk 155 

E.  M.  Loew's — Eadie  Was  a Lady  (Col);  Sergeant 


Mike  (Col)  130 

Palace — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Poli — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox);  The 

Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox)  170 

Regal — Casablanca  (WB)  130 

State — Fashion  Models  (Mono),  plus  Johnnie  John- 

ston  and  orchestra  and  Joe  Besser  on  stage 110 

Strand — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  2nd  wk 145, 


Purchase  Ends  Lease 


N.  ENGLAND  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Elias  M.  Loew  began 
his  picture  career  with 
the  purchase  of  the 

Crystal  Theatre,  Wor- 
cester, in  1918.  The 
Crystal  must  have  re- 
vealed a roseate  future 
for  him  in  the  indus- 
try, since  he  now  oper- 
ates 45  theatres,  the 

majority  of  them  in 
New  England.  Residing 
at  Loew's  Acres,  Mil- 
ton,  he  conducts  his 

theatre  operations  from  his  office  at  260 

Tremont  St.,  Boston.  A member  of  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors,  Masons  and  B'nai  B’rith, 
he  is  financially  interested  in  the  Latin  Quar- 
ter cafes  in  New  York  and  Miami.  His  friends 
call  him  Mark  Em  Loew. 

The  career  of  George 
F.  Rabbott  of  Nauga- 
tuck, Conn.,  has  been 
identical  with  that  of 
his  theatre,  the  Alca- 
zar. Both  started  in 

1914,  Rabbott  as  a 
showman,  the  Alcazar 
as  a picture  house. 

The  Alcazar  Theatre, 
built  31  years  ago  by 
Rabbott’s  father  - in- 
law,  has  rendered  yeo- 
man service,  to  the 
industry,  just  as  has  its  owner.  Rabbott  is 
affiliated  with  no  exhibitor  organizations.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Elks.  He  has  two  young- 
sters, Donald  F.,  a Yale  graduate  and  lieu- 
tenant in  the  signal  corps,  and  Margaret,  a 
graduate  of  New  Rochelle  College. 

George  H.  Wilkinson 

of  Wallingford  started 
his  motion  picture  ca- 
reer 22  years  ago  in 
the  Nutmeg  state  when 
he  became  associated 
with  his  late  father  in 
the  operation  of  a 
theatre  in  his  home 
town.  Currently  resid- 
ing at  38  Academy  St., 
Wilkinson  maintains 
an  office  at  270  Center 
St.,  from  which  he 
guides  the  destinies  of  his  two  theatre  proper- 
ties, the  1,408-seat  Wilkinson  Theatre  and  the 
449-seat  Strand  Theatre,  both  in  Wallingford. 
President  of  MPTOA  of  Conn.,  former  secre- 
tary-treasurer of  the  Wallingford  Bank,  he 
belongs  to  the  Elks.  He  is  not  married. 


Arthur  F.  Viano  of 

Massachusetts  has 
been  an  exhibitor  23 
years  and  now  oper- 
ates the  Teele  Square, 
Somerville  and  Broad- 
way theatres,  Somer- 
ville, and  the  Regent, 
Arlington.  A member 
of  Nahant  Yacht  Club, 
Viano  has  given  up 
sailing  until  his  boys 
come  home.  With 
characteristic  modesty 
he’d  rather  talk  about  them  than  himself. 
Arthur  A.,  chief  boatswain’s  mate  in  the  navy, 
has  been  in  service  three  years,  two  of  them 
in  the  Pacific;  Robert  J.,  quartermaster  first 
class,  has  been  in  the  navy  three  years.  A 
daughter  attends  college. 

Adolph  G.  Johnson 

owned  and  operated 
the  Garden,  New 
Haven,  and  Strand, 

Hamden,  two  decades 
ago7  Today  the  last- 
named  theatre,  a 712- 
seat  house,  comprises 
his  exhibiting  activity. 

Vice  - president  of 
MPTOA  of  Connecti- 
cut, Johnson  is  also 
intensely  interested  in 
civic  affairs.  He  was 
alderman  for  four  years,  in  addition  to  serv- 
ing on  the  city  hall  building  and  traffic  plan- 
ning commissions,  as  well  as  the  arbitration 
and  NRA  zoning  and  clearance  boards.  A past 
master  of  the  Masons,  his  hobby  is  fishing. 
Two  sons  are  naval  lieutenants. 


Irving  Green  entered 
the  industry  in  1924, 
following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father,  the 
latter  having  been  a 
pioneer  exhibitor  since 
1910.  The  younger 
Green  graduated  from 
Dartmouth  in  1917, 
served  as  a lieutenant 
in  the  first  world  war. 
Residing  in  Newton,  he 
maintains  an  office 
at  Malden  from  which 
he  operates  four  theatres  in  Massachusetts 
They  are:  The  800-seat  Park,  Everett;  the 
750-seat  Fellsway,  Medford;  the  1,150-seat 
Coolidge,  Watertown,  and  the  800-seat  Mel- 
rose in  Melrose.  He  is  an  industry  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 


NEW  HAVEN — New  England  Theatres, 
Inc.,  has  purchased  a 23x100  foot  property 
at  98-100  College  St.,  from  Frederick  J.  and 
Helen  V.  Maher  and  William  F.  Hickey  for 
$65,000.  The  property,  hitherto  leased  by  the 
circuit,  affords  an  entrance  to  the  Loew  Poli 
College  Theatre  from  College  Street,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  Chapel  Street  exits.  Two  floors 
above  the  foyer  are  occupied  by  mercantile 
establishments. 


Gives  Party  in  Italy 

HARTFORD — Sgt.  Thom  Conroy,  formerly 
with  the  Hartford  Players,  leading  Little 
Theatre  group  in  this  area,  who  has  been 
with  the  army  Special  Service  in  Italy,  re- 
ports that  when  Katherine  Cornell  recently 
toured  his  area  with  the  troupe  of  “The 
Barretts  of  Wimpole  St.,”  he  gave  a party 
for  the  cast  in  an  old  Italian  villa. 


Albert  M.  Schuman 

promoted  the  first  im- 
portant neighborhood 
house  in  Hartford  a 
quarter  - century  ago. 

It  was  called  the  Lyric. 

Subsequently  he  built 
the  Colonial,  Central, 

Rialto  and  Lenox  the- 
atres there,  later  leas- 
ing all  of  them  to 
Warner  Bros.  In  part- 
n e r s h i p with  Joe 
Walsh,  he  built  the 
Palace  Theatre,  Danbury;  this  house  is  also 
currently  a Warner  operation.  Schuman  now 
runs  the  Black  Rock  Theatre,  Bridgeport,  a 
492-seat  house  he  has  been  operating  since 
1931.  Past  president  of  Allied,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Black  Rock  Business  Ass’n. 


Michael  Sirica  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  has 
been  in  the  industry 
longer  than  the  two 
decades  required  to 
break  into  the  anni- 
versary section,  hav- 
ing started  as  an  ex- 
hibitor in  the  early 
’20s.  He  entered  show 
business  with  his  fa- 
ther, operating  the 
Lyric  Theatre  in 
Waterbury.  Later  he 
was  at  the  Star  there.  The  house  was  sub- 
sequently renamed  the  Cameo.  Some  years 
later,  in  1926,  the  showman  erected  the  Cap- 
itol Theatre  in  the  same  town.  Sirica  at  pres- 
ent operates  the  Capitol,  a 756-seater.  He  be- 
longs to  no  exhibitor  organizations. 
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NEW  BRITAIN 


New  Britain  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  one 
of  its  native  sons  being  decorated  in 
“Fighting  Lady.”  He  is  Lieut.  Joseph  Moetti 
who  received  a DFC  and  a gold  star  from 
Admiral  Davidson.  Exhibitors  throughout  the 
area  landed  feature  stories  and  photo  breaks 
in  the  local  papers  on  this  angle  . . . Joseph 
Spivak,  Music  Box,  booked  in  a revival  of 
“Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs.” 

For  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom,”  Manager  Joe 
Borenstein,  Embassy,  used  press  and  trailer 
slugs  reading,  “Ideal  Lent  Picture  . . . Gene 
DuBarry,  recently  at  the  helm  of  the  Victory, 
New  London,  has  been  named  manager  of  the 
State,  Torrington,  succeeding  Ernest  Gracula, 
who  now  is  at  Sampson,  N.  Y.  in  the  navy. 


The  ground  work  on  his  theatre  in  Nauga- 
tuck is  progressing  well,  reports  Ralph  Pasho 
who  tripped  into  Hartford  for  additional  sup- 
plies . . . Frank  Latimore  of  Darien  has  signed 
a new  20th-Fox  studio  contract  . . . Seaman 
Johnny  Childs,  formerly  on  staff  of  the  Glas- 
tonbury Theatre,  now  is  at  an  Atlantic  coast 
naval  station. 

A beautiful,  modernistic  standee  rail  with 
neon  lights  has  been  completed  at  Jack  O Sul- 
livan’s Garde,  New  London  . . . Manager  and 
Mrs  Ted  Markoff,  Colchester,  are  parents  of 
a baby  girl,  born  at  St.  Francis  Hospital, 
Hartford,  last  week  . . . There  is  a managerial 
opening  at  the  Victory,  New  London. 

Manager  Victor  Morrelli,  Bristol  Theatre, 
still  was  a patient  at  Bristol  Hospital  where 
he  is  recuperating  from  pneumonia  . . . 
Assistant  Manager  Sherman  Padowitz,  Pal- 
ace at  Meriden,  landed  soda  fountain  bally- 
hoo for  “Here  Come  the  WAVES,”  all  serv- 
ing a special  “navy  sundae”  with  counter  and 
menu  cards  on  the  film  . . . Cpl.  Joe  Horanzy, 
former  assistant  manager,  Embassy,  is  in 
Italy  with  the  army  air  corps. 

Manager  Mary  Vuono,  Springdale,  suffered 
a painful  wrist  injury  in  a recent  fall  . . . 
Tom  Grogan,  Strand  manager,  Thompson- 
ville,  has  returned  to  his  post  following  an 
attack  of  the  grippe. 


BOSJjO_N 

president  Maynard  Sickles  reported  at  the 
* monthly  meeting  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Salesmen’s  Club  at  the  Hotel  Statler  that 
the  souvenir  program  book  brought  the  big- 
gest returns  this  year  since  the  organization 
was  formed.  Chairman  Harry  Goldstein  re- 
ported on  the  annual  dinner  party  . . . Jean 
Heyer  of  Paramount  has  joined  the  Wacs. 

Lloyd  Bidgham,  owner  of  the  Presque  Isle 
Theatre  in  Maine  which  burned  recently,  an- 
nounced that  plans  are  being  drawn  for  the 
immediate  erection  of  a new  house.  The  new 
building  will  be  on  a new  site  around  the 
corner  from  the  old  theatre  . . . “Hangover 
Square”  was  screened  for  the  press  by  20th- 
Fox.  Director  John  Brahm  was  guest  at  a 
party  held  after  the  showing  for  the  news 
folk,  Joe  Erlich,  exploitation  chief,  and  the 
local  exchange  force. 

Ross  Frisco  became  ill  at  Miami  and  has 
been  taken  to  the  St.  Francis  Hospital  there. 
Mrs.  Frisco  left  here  immediately  for  Miami 
. . . Horace  Wright,  former  Paramount  sales- 
man in  Philadelphia,  has  joined  the  Univer- 
sal sales  staff  here  to  handle  the  Rhode 
Island  and  eastern  Massachusetts  territory 
. . . Ernest  Warren,  formerly  in  the  Maine 
territory  for  Universal,  now  is  working  in  the 
Boston  zone. 

Ray  Brown,  owner  of  the  Park  in  Rich- 
ford,  Vt.,  has  purchased  Glenn  Woodbury’s 


interests  in  the  Bethel  Theatre  in  Bethel,  Vt., 
and  the  Savoy  in  Northfield,  Vt.,  it  was 
reported  here  . . . Mrs.  Evelyn  Murphy,  re- 
ceptionist at  Universal,  has  returned  after 
a serious  illness  which  kept  her  home  more 
than  a month  . . . Abe  Bernstein,  Columbia 
publicist,  visited  the  Poli  in  Worcester  on  his 
return  from  New  York  last  week. 

The  Forest  Lake  amusement  park  at  Pal- 
mer, Mass.,  has  been  sold  to  Olive  Worby  of 
Palmer  and  L.  A.  Conger  of  Springfield. 
Henry  W.  Holbrook  was  the  former  owner  . . . 
Harry  Aaronson,  former  manager  of  the 
Rialto,  has  acquired  ownership  of  the  house 
from  Adolph  Burrows  . . . Bob  Goodfriend, 
UA  publicist  from  the  New  York  office,  was 
here  discussing  plans  with  Phil  Engel,  Joe 
Longo  and  Joe  DiPesa  for  “I’ll  Be  Seeing 
You.” 

Jim  Winn,  UA  district  manager,  visited 
Syracuse,  Birmingham  and  Albany  in  three 
days  . . . Maurice  N.  Wolf  was  in  New  York 
a few  days  . . . Nat  Oberman,  chief  booker 
at  M-G-M.,  attended  a meeting  in  New  York. 

Lieut.  Melvin  Davis,  son  of  the  Republic 
district  manager,  Jack  Davis,  is  overseas  in 
the  army  . . . A1  J.  Fecke  jr.  has  been  awarded 
a Navy  Cross  . . . The  Macaulay  Legion  post 
has  bought  out  the  Tributary  Theatre  for 
the  March  24  performance  of  “Catherine 
the  Great”  . . . “Suspect”  and  “She  Gets 
Her  Man”  was  screened  for  employes  in  the 
new  Universal  screening  room. 

Gloria  Diluice,  secretary  to  Booker  Walter 
Dyer  of  Universal,  has  been  ill  . . . Phyllis 
Murrey,  biller  at  Metro,  is  leaving  to  join 
the  Order  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Cenacle  con- 
vent on  Long  Island. 

Arline  Barron,  former  M-G-M  employe 
now  with  the  WAVES  in  Washington,  vis- 
ited Metro  last  week  . . . Phil  Engel  was  in 
New  York  state  working  on  the  Syracuse 
opening  of  “Dark  Waters”  and  the  Buffalo 
opening  of  “Mr.  Emmanuel”  . . . Joe  Cohen, 
chief  booker  with  the  Ralph  Snider  circuit, 
has  been  trying  to  give  away  a pedigreed 
cocker  spaniel. 

Melvin  R.  Carlson,  member  of  the  Macau- 
lay Legion  post,  died  in  Longwood  Hospital 
. . . Harry  Kirschgessner,  manager  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Co.,  returned  from  a vacation 
. . . Joe  Kelley,  Universal  booker,  was  off 
sick  . . . The  Universal  office  has  received 
its  last  coat  of  paint  and  other  renovations 
have  been  almost  completed.  The  walls  are 
a pale  blue  and  the  sound  proof  ceilings  are 
a cream,  which  makes  it  easy  on  the  eyes 
and  easy  on  the  ears. 

Governor  Asks  Curfew 
On  Motorists,  Too 

CONCORD,  N.  H. — Midnight  curfew  for 
motorists  as  well  as  amusement  places  was 
urged  by  Gov.  Charles  M.  Dale  who  appealed 
to  drivers  to  refrain  from  traveling  after  that 
hour  unless  “absolutely  necessary.” 

The  governor  said  New  Hampshire  com- 
munities are  giving  full  cooperation  to  the 
brownout  and  amusement  curfew  restrictions. 


Safe  Resists  Burglars 

HARTFORD — Manager  Tom  Grogan  of  the 
Strand  at  Thompsonville  returned  to  his  of- 
fice Sunday  night  recently  after  a week’s 
absence  due  to  the  grippe.  After  the  box- 
office  closed  he  placed  cash  receipts  in  the 
safe  for  Monday  deposits  and  went  home.  The 
theatre  is  located  next  door  to  a police  sta- 
tion. During  the  night  burglars  broke  through 
exit  and  office  doors,  rolled  the  safe  into  the 
generator  room  in  the  middle  of  the  building 
so  that  sounds  would  be  smothered  and  went 
to  work  on  the  combinations  and  sides  of  the 
safe  with  their  tools.  Dawn  came  and  the 
safe  still  intact  so  the  burglars  fled. 


PORTLAND 


Advertising  and  publicity  for  the  Red  Cross 
drive  here  is  being  handled  by  Harry  M. 
Botwick  . . . John  Divney,  former  manager 
of  the  Maine  Theatre,  now  in  the  army,  is 
reported  in  the  big  push  now  going  on  in 
Europe. 


John  Adams,  former  manager  of  the  M&P 
Haines  Theatre  in  Waterville,  is  now  in  sub- 
marine service  at  San  Diego  . . . Barbara 
Casey,  secretary  to  John  B.  Carroll,  district 
manager  for  M&P  Theatres  in  Maine,  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  is  undergoing  treat- 
ment in  the  Mercy  Hospital  in  Portland. 


Manager  Botwick  has  received  word  direct 
from  his  brother,  Samuel  W.  Botwick,  that  he 
is  a prisoner  of  war  in  Germany.  He  was 
reported  missing  in  October  during  the  big 
push  into  Aachen  . . . Botwick  has  been  made 
subchairman  of  the  over-all  membership  com- 
mittee of  the  Portland  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 


NEW  HAVEN 


\XT ith  the  March  of  Dimes  increase  over  last 
year  as  an  example,  Connecticut’s  Red 
Cross  quota  has  been  upped  to  $175,000  this 
year  . . . The  450-seat  Casino,  Sound  View, 
has  been  purchased  by  Thomas  Grasso  of 
East  Hartford,  from  M.  O'Connor.  The  thea- 
tre was  run  several  summers  by  Adolph  John- 
son. 

Flora  Cohn  is  booking  for  the  new  Central 
Amusement  Corp.  setup  at  the  Black  Rock, 
Bridgeport . . . Sidney  Swirsky  has  resigned  as 
Albany  salesman  for  UA,  and  says  he  will 
take  a short  vacation  in  New  York  before  an- 
nouncing new  plans  . . . Gus  Schaefer,  RKO 
district  manager,  was  in  from  Boston  for  a 
few  days  . . . Murray  Segal  is  the  new  as- 
sistant booker  at  20th-Fox. 

Harry  F.  Shaw  called  a special  manager’s 
meeting  for  discussion  of  the  Loew’s  pension 
plan  . . . Lou  Ginsberg  and  Bernard  Levy 
made  the  Amalgamated  circuit  this  week  . . . 
At  the  Ted  Markoffs’  congratulations  are  in 
order  on  the  arrival  of  a second  child,  a wal- 
loping baby  boy  . . . Congrats  to  the  Harry 
Shaws  on  their  21st  anniversary  . . . Bill 
Brown,  Loew  Poli  publicity  chief,  was  home 
with  the  grippe  when  wife  Shirley  arrived 
from  a vacation  in  Philadelphia. 

Sgt.  Domenic  Somma,  formerly  at  the  20th- 
Fox  exchange,  is  back  at  Camp  Gordon,  Ga„ 
as  instructor  after  two  years  overseas  . . . 
Pvt.  Morris  Weinstein  of  the  same  office  was 
living  in  an  old  chateau  in  France,  last  we 
heard,  as  part  of  the  finance  division  . . . 
Fred  Apuzzo,  Poli  assistant  chief  of  service, 
is  in  the  navy  now  . . . Shirley  Cleveland  of 
the  Poli  division  office,  and  Sgt.  Robert  W. 
Greene  of  New  Haven,  back  from  service  in 
New  Guinea,  were  married  February  17. 

Cpl.  Tony  Masella,  former  assistant  at  the 
Poli,  and  Cpl.  Morris  Mendelsohn,  former  Poli 
division  attorney,  are  both  stationed  in 
Hawaii  . . . Morris  Rosenthal  is  trying  out 
the  distaff  side  for  main  floor  service,  lost 
and  found,  telephone  inquiries,  etc.,  and  finds 
it  works  . . . Mrs.  Anna  Edgeworth  is  the  ap- 
pointee . . . Catherine  Dalton,  Poli  assistant 
cashier,  is  out  sick. 


Shrine  Circus  Canceled 

HARTFORD  — The  16  th  annual  Sphinx 
Temple  Shrine  circus,  which  had  been  sched- 
uled for  the  State  Armory  April  9,  has  been 
canceled,  according  to  J.  O.  Phelps,  general 
chairman.  The  nationwide  curfew,  transpor- 
tation tieups,  and  the  employment  situation 
were  given  as  reasons. 
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All  Films  Shouldn't  Be 
Held  to  Kid  Standards 


R.  A.  Gill,  Carthage, 
Sells  Two  Houses 

CARTHAGE,  TEX.— R.  A.  Gill  has  sold  his 
Cartex  and  Texas  theatres  to  a triumvirate 
of  local  business  men,  N.  E.  Walker,  John 
Pace  and  John  Neal.  Walker  will  be  the 
active  operating  head  starting  March  4. 
Neither  of  the  three  have  had  previous  the- 
atre experience.  They  are  close  personal 
friends,  however,  and  have  had  considerable 
contact  with  Gill  during  recent  months.  All 
three  have  been  successful  in  their  own  busi- 
nesses, groceries  and  hardware. 

Gill  started  in  the  show  business  at  Royse 
City  25  years  ago.  His  next  step  was  a the- 
atre in  Nacogdoches  and  finally  he  bought 
the  Cartex  from  W.  R.  Holcomb,  his  brother- 
in-law.  Gill  has  no  immediate  plans. 

Carolina  Bond  Sales 
Reach  $26  a Person 

CHARLOTTE — Film  exhibitors  in  the 
Carolinas  have  sold  an  average  of  $26  in  war 
bonds  to  each  person  in  the  two  states  since 
opening  of  the  first  drive  in  September  1942. 

The  war  activities  report  to  the  recent 
meeting  of  theatre  owners  here  revealed  total 
war  bond  sales  of  $144,397,280.87  through 
December  1944.  H.  F.  Kincey,  chairman  of 
the  war  activities  committee  for  the  Caro- 
linas, urged  all  exhibitors  to  take  part  en- 
thusiastically in  the  Red  Cross  drive  March 
15-21. 

New  officers  of  the  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina group  are:  President,  A.  F.  Sams  jr„ 
Statesville,  N.  C.;  vice-presidents,  George  W. 
Parr,  Lancaster,  S.  C.,  and  Roy  Rowe,  Bur- 
gaw,  N.  C. 

Masters  Is  Named  Head 
Of  CofC  Sixth  Time 

BOWLING  GREEN,  KY.— John  P.  Masters, 
local  manager  for  Crescent  Amusement  Co., 
has  been  re-elected  president  of  the  Bowling 
Green-Warren  County  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce for  the  sixth  consecutive  year.  Mr. 
Masters  came  to  Bowling  Green  from  Nash- 
ville. 

Wade  at  Dallas  Is  Taken 
Over  by  Harry  Sadler 

DALLAS — Harley  Sadler,  tent  show  opera- 
tor and  state  representative  who  holds  in- 
terests in  several  theatres,  has  taken  over 
the  Wade  Theatre  on  lower  Elm  St.  Phil 
Isley  is  doing  the  buying  and  booking  for 
the  house.  A policy  of  two  pictures  only  is 
being  supplemented  by  a stage  show.  Six 
acts  of  vaudeville  were  on  last  week. 

Three  Theatres  Reopen 
After  Fires  in  Booths 

DALLAS — Three  booth  fires  were  reported 
last  week.  They  were  in  George  Likens’ 
Grand  Theatre,  Abilene;  L.  A.  Richker’s  Gay- 
ety  in  Fort  Worth  and  in  Alfred  Pena’s  Cole 
in  New  Braunfels.  All  three  reopened  with 
minimum  loss  of  playing  time.  Herber  Bros 
handled  the  equipment  replacements  and 
repairs  in  each  theatre. 


Theatre  Cash  Recovered 

KNOXVILLE — Two  juveniles  stole  $170 
from  the  boxoffice  of  Lea  Theatre  here  re- 
cently but  police  recovered  all  but  $1.  The 
money  was  found  buried  in  a cigar  box  in  a 
field.  The  same  offenders  were  charged  with 
numerous  other  petty  thefts  from  autos  and 
stores. 


DALLAS — Texas  theatre  interests  have  pre- 
pared for  a swift  attack  in  event  Bill  99  in- 
troduced into  the  lower  house  of  the  Texas 
legislature  at  Austin  ever  becomes  a serious 
threat.  The  measure  would  set  up  a com- 
plicated system  of  film  censorship  over  the 
state. 

Only  six  states  today  exercise  censorship; 
namely,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Kansas  and  Ohio.  The  last  censor- 
ship bill  introduced  in  this  state  was  17  years 
ago,  Don  C Douglas,  editor  of  the  R&R  cir- 
cuit’s 24  Sheeter,  points  out  in  a recent  lead- 
ing article.  A boy  orator  of  the  day  and  a 
WCTU  member  were  the  only  ones  to  sup- 
port the  measure. 

Code  Adopted  in  1930 

Douglas  points  out  the  producers  and  dis- 
tributors by  1930  has  adopted  a production 
code  formulating  practices,  ethics  and  decency 
in  depicting  the  wide  range  of  life  and  drama 
in  the  films. 

“Vulgarity,  obscenity  and  profanity,”  he 
writes,  “each  treated  separately  and  at  length 
in  the  code,  we  lump  together  and  say  in  our 
defense  that  motion  pictures  ban  their  use, 
thereby  exercising  a greater  degree  of  self 
restraint  than  most  mediums  of  expression, 
some  of  which  under  our  constitution  are 
guaranteed  almost  unlimited  freedom. 

“Another  plaint  might  be  crimes  against 
the  law,  murder  and  methods  of  crime.  We 
have  always  been  on  the  side  of  law  and 
order;  our  sleuths  are  indefatigable  and  in 
most  instances  invincible.  For  the  single 
crime  of  murder  the  motion  picture  has  a far 
greater  percentage  of  convictions  than  the 
courts  of  our  land  where  ordinarily  there  is 
only  one  conviction  for  every  seven  crimes. 

“Finally,  the  would-be  guardians  of  our 
morals  come  around  to  the  question  of  how 
the  movies  affect  the  morals  of  our  children. 
With  the  contention  that  all  motion  pictures 
are  not  suitable  for  children  no  fault  is  found. 

“But  the  contention  that  all  motion  pic- 
ture entertainment  should  be  made  suitable 
for  children  is  untenable.  People  familiar  with 


THE  LAUREL  IS  OPENED  — Inter- 
state’s swanky  new  suburban  theatre  in 
San  Antonio,  the  Laurel,  was  opened  re- 
cently, and  the  cameraman  was  on  hand 
to  snap  the  opening  crowd. 


the  tastes  of  children  know  that  they  do  not 
care  for  the  sophisticated  type  of  picture. 
They  are  usually  intelligent  judges  of  what 
they  prefer  to  see,  and  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  industry  provides  plenty  of  whole- 
some entertainment  not  only  for  children, 
but  for  the  whole  family.  In  fact,  because  we 
do  cater  to  family  trade  is  the  motivating  in- 
fluence which  prompts  the  industry  to  try 
to  keep  its  skirts  cleaner  than  other  forms  of 
expression. 

“But  there  never  has  been  and  never  will 
be  any  greater  influence  on  a child’s  morals 
and  behavior  than  that  exercised  by  the  par- 
ents. The  schools,  the  policemen  on  the  cor- 
ner and  the  theatres  cannot  assume  the  full 
responsibility  although  some  parents  seem  to 
have  assigned  the  task  to  us.  A dutiful  parent 
has  every  means  of  knowing  what  class  of 
picture  the  local  movie  is  showing.  This 
same  parent  would  doubtless  object  if  her 
12-year-old  brought  home  a copy  of  ‘Forever 
Amber.’ 

“The  Bible  itself  has  many  passages  whose 
effect  upon  children  is  questionable  and  the 
daily  newspaper,  a purveyor  of  facts,  no  mat- 
ter how  capably  it  might  be  edited  from  the 
standpoint  of  mature  readers,  contains  much 
that  might  be  called  unfit  for  children.  But 
should  we  censor  the  press? 

“As  for  the  censorship  bill  itself  (House 
Bill  199)  it  would  prove  a monstrosity  if  it 
were  ever  put  into  actual  operation.  This  bill 
is  state  censorship  on  a grandiose  scale — not 
one  censorship  board,  but  one  in  each  of  the 
31  senatorial  districts  of  Texas.” 

WMC  Commendations 
To  Oklahoma  Exhibitors 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— C.  B.  Akers,  WAC  co- 
chairman  of  Oklahoma,  has  sent  a letter  to 
all  Oklahoma  exhibitors  conveying  the  com- 
mendations regarding  the  results  of  the  in- 
dustry’s Sixth  War  Loan  drive  sent  to  Akers 
by  S.  C.  Bray,  executive  manager  of  the 
state  war  finance  committee. 

Bray  wrote:  “Oklahoma  ranks  among  the 
highest  of  all  states  in  the  nation  with  sales 
of  $39,326,403  in  E bonds  against  an  E quota 
of  $29,000,000.  Oklahoma  was  exceeded  in  this 
Federal  Reserve  district  only  by  Wyoming, 
which  had  a small  quota  of  $3,000,000.” 

Tony  Sudekum  Is  Elected 
To  Vanderbilt  Board 

HOPKINSVILLE,  KY.— Tony  Sudekum, 
Nashville  business  and  civic  leader  and  owner 
of  Hopkinsville’s  three  movie  theatres,  has 
accepted  membership  on  the  board  of  man- 
agers of  Vanderbilt  University,  it  was  an- 
nounced here.  Sudekum,  president  of  the 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  has  visited  here  fre- 
quently. 

Theatre  Patrons  Flee 
As  Wind  Lifts  Roof 

MARION,  S.  C. — Patrons  of  the  Rainbow 
Theatre  listening  to  film  sound  effects  got 
a thrill  from  the  real  thing  when  high  winds 
struck  here  recently. 

A large  section  of  the  tin  roof  covering 
the  Rainbow  was  blown  off.  Patrons  rushed 
from  the  building  as  the  covering  rose  with 
a violent  rumble.  Rain  followed  the  winds 
and  temperature  dropped  20  degrees  in  a few 
minutes. 
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DALLAS  Holiday  Dates  Listed 


^uke  Clark,  Paramount  southwestern  dis- 
trict manager,  returned  last  weekend  from 
Memphis  where  he  closed  out  that  territory 
on  1943-44  sales.  His  son  Donald,  an  army 
officer,  passed  through  a few  days  ago  on 
the  way  to  Washington  & Lee  University 
where  he  will  take  special  training.  The 
son  is  a former  film  man  in  Cleveland. 

Mitchell  Lewis,  operator  of  five  negro  the- 
atres in  Houston,  was  in  on  a quick  booking 
trip,  which  in  his  case  takes  at  least  two 
days.  He  showed  much  concern  over  popcorn 
and  seasoning  shortages  . . . C.  A.  Richter, 
owner  of  the  new  Valley  Drive-In  at  Har- 
lingen, was  here  from  his  headquarters  in 
Corpus  Christi  with  his  right  hand  man. 
Gene  Lacy.  Richter’s  two  drive-ins  in  Cor- 
pus Christi  are  the  Texas  and  Boulevard.  He 
has  one  regular  theatre,  the  South  San  in 
San  Antonio,  which  he  recently  remodeled. 
All  four  carry  two-year  subscriptions  to  BOX- 
OFFICE. 

Roy  V.  Litsey,  WB  office  manager,  made 
a trip  to  Lufkin  a few  days  ago  with  S.  L. 
Oakley  as  a guest  at  the  Non  Binion  fare- 
well dinner.  Binion  retired  after  serving  as 
an  exhibitor  30  years  . . . Managers  of  Jef- 
ferson Amusement  Co.  who  attended  the 
Binion  affair  were:  W.  L.  Gelling,  Marshall; 
Irving  Cobert,  Beaumont;  W.  A.  Lanagan, 
Longview;  Knox  Lamb,  Kilgore;  P.  C.  Mc- 
Pherson, Henderson;  B.  E.  Brunson,  Goose 
Creek;  Frank  Gillespie,  Rusk;  Charles  Wil- 
liams, Gladewater;  M.  C.  Clemmons,  Port 
Arthur;  A.  C.  Wooten,  Port  Neches;  Victor 
Lowrey,  Orange,  and  D.  W.  Suitt  of  Silsbee. 

Connie  Dreher,  who  went  out  for  Film 
Classics  for  a week,  is  now  with  Republic 
covering  the  southern  Texas  territory. 
Dreher  had  made  a prior  commitment  to 
Republic  on  coming  into  this  territory  from 
Charlotte  where  he  was  with  Warners.  Dis- 
trict Manager  N.  J.  Colquhoun  upped  Bill 
Bugie  to  Republic  office  manager  and  Dreher 
is  filling  Bugie’s  shoes. 

Mrs.  B.  G.  Herber  is  now  at  home  follow- 
ing a two-week  stay  in  Medical  Arts  Hos- 
pital . . . Maj.  John  A.  Worley,  former  the- 


atre architect  in  partnership  here  with  H.  F. 
Pettigrew,  is  an  engineer  in  charge  of  an 
army  installation  on  the  Italian  front.  He 
has  named  some  of  the  streets  there  after 
those  in  Dallas  and  others  after  Texas  towns. 

R.  Z.  Glass,  owner  and  operator  of  two 
neighborhood  theatres  in  Houston,  the  Stude 
and  State,  was  on  the  Row  again  as  in  the 
years  before  Pearl  Harbor.  He  recently  was 
released  from  the  army  air  force  as  a cap- 
tain. He  was  in  the  ferry  command  here 
and  later  a theatre  officer  at  Love  Field. 
Glass  was  an  expert  civilian  pilot  for  a num- 
ber of  years  before  he  volunteered  for  army 
duty. 

Robert  Bauer,  Paramount  salesman,  will 
handle  the  sale  of  Spanish  films  which  the 
company  will  start  releasing  soon.  His  head- 
quarters will  be  in  Dallas  but  he  will  spend 
most  of  the  time  along  the  border  . . . Don 
Cole,  Monogram  salesman,  returned  from  his 
first  film  trip  into  the  Rio  Grande  Valley. 
He  said  business  in  that  territory  was  good 
. . . E.  H.  Elkins,  former  Texas  exhibitor  now 
working  for  John  Jenkins  and  O.  K.  Bour- 
geois of  Astor  Pictures,  has  returned  from  a 
southern  Texas  trip. 

N.  J.  Colquhoun,  Republic’s  southwestern 
district  manager,  will  supervise  sales  for  the 
company  in  Mexico.  He  will  leave  in  a few 
days  for  Mexico  City  where  a branch  office 
is  maintained  . . . Republic  pictures  are  being 
made  with  Spanish  dialog  and  subtitles  for 
the  Latin-American  trade.  Colquhoun  will 
remain  as  district  manager  for  the  southwest 
and  continue  to  make  his  home  and  head- 
quarters here. 

C.  E.  Hilgers,  half  owner  with  H.  S.  Leon 
of  the  Crawford  Theatre  in  El  Paso  until 
recently,  was  in  town  a few  days  ago  on  his 
way  into  other  areas  where  he  will  work 
out  a new  proposition.  A rumor  is  that  he 
will  locate  in  New  Orleans.  Hilgers  retains 
his  50  per  cent  interest  in  the  Crawford  of 
which  Jack  Frank  Bettis  has  been  named 
manager. 


By  Dallas  Exchanges 

DALLAS — A list  of  annual  national  holidays 
observed  by  film  exchanges  was  issued  here 
this  week  to  prevent  further  disappointment 
of  exhibitors,  many  of  whom  have  arrived 
in  town  on  closed  dates  to  transact  busi- 
ness as  usual. 

With  both  the  front  office  and  shipping 
departments  organized,  the  unions  likewise 
have  been  taking  the  same  days  off.  The 
exchanges  keep  one  person  on  duty  to  handle 
emergencies,  but  not  routine  matters. 

Some  distributors  close  all  day  Saturday 
while  others  remain  open  half  a day.  Sat- 
urday always  has  been  unhandy  for  doing 
business  on  the  Row. 

The  exchange  holidays  remaining  in  1945: 

Memorial  Day May  30  (Wednesday) 

Independence  Day July  4 (Wednesday) 

Labor  Day  Sept.  3 (Monday) 

Armistice  Day Nov.  11  (Sunday) 

Thanksgiving  Day Nov.  22  (Thursday) 

Christmas  Day Dec  25  (Tuesday) 

New  Year’s  and  Washington’s  birthday 
also  are  observed.  All  holidays  hold  true  for 
each  year  with  a slight  variation  in  dates. 

Little  Theatre  Keeps 
Its  Memphis  House 

MEMPHIS — After  several  weeks  of  futile 
house  hunting,  the  Memphis  Little  Theatre 
has  signed  a contract  with  the  city  to  stay 
in  the  Pink  Palace  for  another  year,  Presi- 
dent M.  A.  Lightman  sr.  announced.  Light- 
man  is  also  president  of  Malco  Theatres,  Inc. 

The  Little  Theatre  was  ordered  out  of  the 
Pink  Palace  by  the  park  commission  some 
time  ago  because  it  was  considered  “a  fire 
hazard,”  and  was  in  the  same  building  with 
the  Memphis  Museum. 

“We  have  agreed  to  have  costumes  and 
other  inflammable  materials  moved  out  to 
some  other  place  and  give  up  the  third  floor 
closet  where  we  have  stored  them  in  the 
past,”  Lightman  said.  “We  are  going  to 
be  very  careful.” 

Sullivan  a Handy  Man 
With  a Shootin'  Iron 

From  Hollywood  Edition 

BURLINGAME,  CALIF.— Ed  Sullivan,  the 
Peninsula  Theatre’s  manager,  is  a man  who 
doesn’t  like  pigeons  fluttering  around  in  his 
theatre. 

So,  one  recent  Sunday  morning  the  fire 
department  got  a call  from  Sullivan  who 
said  there  was  a pigeon  in  the  theatre.  The 
firemen  got  up  on  ladders  and  made  passes 
at  the  pigeon,  but  didn’t  get  very  far.  Then 
somebody  produced  a .22  calibre  rifle.  Sulli- 
van took  it  and  aimed  at  the  bird  which  was 
flying  around  the  ceiling  of  the  theatre — 
about  150  feet  from  the  marksman,  the  fire- 
men thought. 

He  fired  and  -the  pigeon  fell  dead  with  a 
bullet  through  its  neck. 

A District  Paramount 
Sales  Meeting  at  Atlanta 

ATLANTA — Charles  M.  Reagan,  Hugh 
Owen,  W.  H.  Erbb,  Bob  Gillham  and  Claude 
Lee,  Paramount  home  office  executives,  were 
scheduled  to  be  here  Thursday  and  Friday 
this  week  for  a district  sales  meeting  at  Hotel 
Biltmore.  The  following  were  present: 

Charlotte — Scott  Lett,  E.  M.  Adams,  W.  W. 
Sharpe,  William  Holliday,  Carlotta  Porter. 

New  Orleans — E.  B.  Price,  E.  E.  Shinn,  Mau- 
rice Barr,  S.  M.  Otis,  Mrs.  Irma  Rogers. 

Atlanta — John  F.  Kirby,  Grover  Parsons, 
Vernon  B.  Gray. 


Improve  Your  Projection  Booth 

with 

FILM  REWIND  TABLES 

Immediate  Delivery  From  Our  Dallas  Stock 


JUST  ARRIVED 


A number  of  8,  10,  12  section 
Film  Cabinets.  Order  now. 


TICKETS 

Order  early!  Check  your  tickets  on  hand  now!  Do  not  wait 
until  you  are  out.  There  is  both  a paper  and  a color  shortage. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

‘‘Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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Roll  Shows  Oklahomans  at  War 


OKLAHOMA  CITY — Compilation  of  a 
military  honor  roll  paid  tribute  this  week  to 
the  Oklahoma  City  men  and  women  of  the 
film  industry  who  are  serving  with  the  armed 
forces  or  who  have  made  the  supreme  sacri- 
fice for  their  country. 


The  honor  roll: 

M-G-M 

J.  C.  Burge 

George  J.  Fisher 

H.  R.  Gaus 

Grover  Livingston 

John  J.  King 
Lindford  B.  Pitts 

W.  E.  Maddox 
Spencer  L.  Wyatt 

William  R.  Egbert 

Columbia 

Dudley  Tucker 

Francis  Thomas 

Paul  Kerns 

Republic 

R.  I.  Brown 

Claude  York 

Ed  Ray 

Eddie  Greggs 

Kenneth  Rothmer 

20th-Fox 

Clyde  W.  Marker* 

George  K.  Friedel 

Charles  A.  Hudgens  Nelson  McCarty 

A.  P.  Smith  jr. 

Fowler  Dickens 

George  F.  Byrd* 

Jack  Whelihan 

Warner  Bros. 

Vincent  Settle 

Lil  Cramer 

John  Fletcher 

J.  Lindstrom 

RKO 

Chester  Blakeley 

Don  Timmons 

E.  J.  McKenna 

Homer  Briscoe 

Universal 

John  Fletcher 

V.  T.  Saddle 

Monogram 

DelRoy  Franklin 

Jack  Tidwell 

Paramount 

Paul  E.  Rice  Ralph  Warren 

Howard  A.  Nicholson  Eugene  Jacobs 

Andy  Beasley  Ed  Chumley 

Joe  B.  Fletcher  A.  J.  Lynn 

National  Screen  Service 

Robert  E.  Baskett  Tom  Harris 

Carl  Coffman  jr.  Joel  P.  Holcomb 

Majestic  Theatre 

Gene  Grigsby  Glenn  Grigsby 


J.  Allison 
Ted  Allen 
Johnny  Breen 
Don  McMillian 


Villa  Theatre 

R.  McMillian 
R.  L.  Jacks 
Jack  Peyton 
Jack  Ligon 

Wes-Ten 


Earl  Peters 

Penn  Theatre 

Gordon  Wortham  Charles  Torrence 

Robert  Flynn 

Redskin  Theatre 

Cecil  Williams  Clem  Burton 

James  Mashburn  Don  Reynolds 

Wayne  Mashburn  Lawrence  Mayfield 

Wesley  White  Robert  Maher 

Henry  Petty 

Uptown  Theatre 

Otto  Johnson  James  L.  Faulkner 

Robert  Croasdale  L.  F.  James 

Charles  Reidrich 


Pat  McGee 
John  A.  Green  jr. 
Everett  Mahaney 
Gene  Reynolds 
Harry  Furr 
Julius  Krisch 
Dee  Fuller 

Mary  Frances  Donham 
Jack  Holiday 
Clifford  Scott 
Stanley  Donham 
Jack  Lee 
Joe  Hill 

George  A.  George 
Buddy  Gary 


Standard  Theatres  Corp. 


Gordon  Wortham 
Paul  Rice 
Merlin  Holick 
Jack  Darrow 
Kenneth  Lyons 
Paul  Jones 
Everett  Harcum 
Russell  Johnston 
Richard  Keough 
Leon  Stokesbury 
Paul  Ketchum 
Linford  Pitts 
Alfred  Evans 
J.  O.  Young 


Griffith  Home  Office 


C.  O.  Fulgham 
Jack  Brooks 
T.  A.  Syfert 
Cecil  Williams 
Bob  Aldridge 
Bernhart  Jacobs 
Hayden  Marrs 
Carl  Braun 
Guy  Porter 
Nelson  Schwartz 


Frank  McCabe 
William  Farr 
A.  K.  West 
Charles  Stipe 
Richard  King 
Bill  Raymond 
Murray  Henry 
Earl  Albright 
Owens  Parker 
Calvin  McFall 


Griffith 

Roy  A.  Pierce 
Tyrus  Knapp 
Robert  Bossa 
Orwood  Herd 
Earl  L.  Peters 
Byron  A.  Hanks  jr. 

Ray  Capps 

‘Supreme  sacrifice 


Theatres 

Lewis  E.  Mahaney 
William  G.  Maxwell 
Philip  H.  Dowd 
James  H.  Hickman 
Jimmie  Lloyd  Mashburn 
Wayne  Mashburn 
Joseph  Paul  Patterson 


Garmes  to  Handle  Photography 

Lee  Garmes  has  been  set  to  handle  the 
photography  on  United  Artists’  “Young 
Widow.” 


Macon  Mayor  Credits  L&S 
With  "Co-Pilot"  Success 

ATLANTA — William  K.  Jenkins  of  the 
Lucas  & Jenkins  Theatres  has  received  the 
following  letter  from  Mayor  Charles  L.  Bowen 
of  Macon,  Ga„  in  appreciation  of  the  as- 
sistance Mr.  Jenkins  and  the  I&J  staff  gave 
to  the  world  premiere  of  “God  Is  My  Co- 
Pilot”  at  Macon: 

Dear  Bill: 

I wish  I could  command  words  that  would  ade- 
quately express  to  you  the  deep  appreciation  and 
gratitude  of  the  people  of  Macon  for  the  wonderful 
service  and  fine  cooperation  you  gave  to  us  in  the 
world  premiere  showing  of  "God  Is  My  Co-Pilot." 
Your  great  assistance  commenced  months  ago  when 
we  began  our  efforts  to  secure  this  showing  for 
Macon  that  we  might  do  proper  honors  to  a Macon 
boy,  Col.  Bob  Scott. 

You  were  untiring  in  your  efforts  in  our  interest — 
you  and  your  organization  have  been  so  generous 
of  your  time,  efforts  and  money  to  make  this  show- 
ing the  big  success  it  was  and  we  want  you  to 
know  that  we  shall  be  forever  grateful  for  everything 
you  and  your  staff  did.  We  hope  that  you  were 
entirely  satisfied  with  the  entire  program. 

Please  accept  our  humble  thanks  for  everything 
you  did.  We  could  not  have  gotten  along  without 
you. 


ARKANSAS 


pfc.  Thurman  M.  Souheaver,  former  pro- 
jectionist at  the  Best  Theatre  in  England, 
Ark.,  is  a rifleman  fighting  with  the  Fifth 
army  in  Italy.  He  was  with  the  infantry 
regiment  which  broke  through  the  Nazi  line 
in  one  of  its  highest  and  best  defended 
sectors  and  advanced  on  the  Florence-Bo- 
logna  route  through  the  bleak  mountains 
whose  peaks  were  often  hidden  in  rain  clouds. 
The  men  fought  in  rain,  mud  and  icy  winds. 

S.  A.  “Jack”  Arnold,  Little  Rock  veteran 
salesman  for  Columbia  out  of  Memphis, 
PRC  of  Little  Rock  and  the  old  Pathe  com- 
pany, died  at  his  home  here  February  27. 
One  of  the  original  owners  and  operators  of 
motion  picture  houses  in  Arkansas,  Arnold 
operated  theatres  in  Mena  and  Helena  and 
came  to  Little  Rock  as  manager  of  the  old 
Palace,  now  the  Pulaski.  At  one  time  he  was 
also  manager  for  Tri-State  Theatres.  Sur- 
viving are  his  wife,  the  former  Annie  Mary 
Inman  of  Dewitt;  a brother,  James  M.  Ar- 
nold of  Benton,  Mo.,  and  a sister,  Mrs.  A1 
Kohlmetz  of  Los  Angeles.  Pallbearers  at  the 
funeral  were  Ray  Wilson,  Bee  Hudson,  Judge 
J.  W.  Burnett,  Edwin  Billingsley  and  Dan 
Stephens.  Honorary  pallbearers:  W.  L.  Hun- 
ter, M.  J.  Pruniski,  O.  G.  Wren,  B.  F.  Busby, 
Claude  Mundo,  T.  W.  Sharp,  all  of  Little 
Rock;  James  J.  Rogers  and  Tom  W.  Young, 
Memphis;  H.  H.  Hunt,  Cincinnati,  and  G. 
Carey,  Carruthersville,  Mo.  Burial  was  in 
DeWitt. 

Fire  starting  in  the  projection  booth  burned 
the  Wren  Theatre  in  Arkansas  City  February 
25.  Loss  of  equipment  was  estimated  at  $3,500 
by  W.  F.  Wren,  and  the  building,  which  was 
owned  by  Holmes  & Turner  of  Rison,  was 
valued  at  about  $3,000.  The  McGehee  fire 
department  was  called.  The  W.  W.  Glover 
store  next  to  the  theatre  suffered  slight  dam- 
age. The  fire  started  about  9 p.  m.  but  the 
theatre  was  cleared  without  accident. 

Visitors  last  week  included  Herman  Chris- 
man,  Nat  Wyse  (20th-Fox),  Buster  Ham- 
mond (UA),  A1  Rothschild  (NSS),  Bill  Kro- 
ger (Para),  S.  M.  Perrin  (Rep),  Bob  Bowers 
(M-G-M),  L.  A.  Renfroe  of  Benton,  Eugene 
Boggs  of  Heber  Springs,  Alvin  Hodges,  a 
chief  petty  officer  in  the  navy,  was  formerly 
manager  of  NTS  in  New  Orleans. 


RUSSIAN 
OMEN 
TURNED  INTO 
DEMONIACAL 
AVENGERS 
BY  THE  NAZI 
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AN  ARTKIN0  PICTURE 
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ALL-STAR  RUSSIAN  CAST! 
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ALL  THREE  PICTURES  EQUIPPED 
WITH  LOBBY  BOARDS 


WIRE  QUICK 
TO  YOUR  NEAREST 
EXCHANGE  FOR 
PLAYDATES 


ATLANTA  (3)  GA. 

Jaybee  Film  Exchange 

163  Walton  St.,  N.  W.  (3rd  Floor) 
Phone  MAin  9845 

DALLAS  (1)  TEXAS 

Jenkins  & Bourgeois 
ASTOR  PICTURES  CO. 

Harwood  & Jackson  Sts. 
Phone  Riverside  1884 


WRITE  FOR  LIST  OF  CURRENT 
RELEASES 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  10,  1945 


93 


Heartbreak  and  Joy  Are  Mingled  Bank  Night  Measure 
In  Jimmie  Harrisons  Office  Opposed  by  Paper 


ATLANTA — Because  of  the  poignant  desire 
of  a mother  for  just  a glimpse  of  her  fight- 
ing son  four  years  ago  the  office  of  Jimmie 
Harrison  of  the  Wilby  circuit  has  become  the 
scene  of  many  a similar  reunion  through  the 
magic  of  the  motion  picture. 

The  mother  who  started  Harrison  on  an 
almost  daily  custom  wrote  the  manager  of 
one  of  the  theatres  under  his  supervision 
that  she  was  certain  she  had  spotted  her 
soldier  son  in  a newsreel  shot  made  in  Eng- 
land. She  wanted  to  know  where  she  could 
get  a print  of  that  sequence. 

Harrison  studied  the  wistful  request,  man- 
aged to  obtain  a still  print  for  the  mother 
and  decided  then  to  institute  the  gratis  serv- 
ice which  now  takes  up  much  of  his  time. 

He  has  perfected  a plan  under  which  any 
person  can  obtain  similar  pictures  from  him 
upon  request.  For  relatives  who  “think”  some 
fighting  man  glimpsed  in  a newsreel  is  their 
relative  or  boy  friend,  Harrison  invites  them 
into  the  Paramount  screening  room  here  and 
often  runs  the  film  five  or  six  times  for  that 
most  tense  and  anxious  of  all  audiences. 

The  service  has  brought  both  joy  and  heart- 
break but  in  all  cases  grateful  satisfaction 
to  the  persons  who  are  so  hungry  for  a sight 
of  their  particular  GI  or  gob. 

One  mother  in  Anniston,  Ala.,  wrote  Har- 
rison a description  of  the  particular  news 
shot  in  which  she  was  certain  she  had  seen 
her  son. 

The  scene  showed  him  taking  off  in  a plane 
at  a base  in  the  South  Pacific.  As  the  plane 
left  the  ground  he  waved  a blithe  goodby 
and  soared  off — on  his  last  mission.  Harrison 


spotted  the  sequence,  obtained  prints,  and 
thus  brought  a measure  of  consolation  to  a 
grieving  mother. 

As  the  war  continues,  more  and  more  show- 
men are  being  deluged  with  similar  requests 
and  many  of  them,  at  considerable  trouble, 
are  finding  means  to  fill  them. 

Such  a showman,  for  instance,  is  Max  Blu- 
menthal,  manager  of  the  Film  Exchange  pro- 
jection room  in  Detroit.  Blumenthal  has  ar- 
ranged for  special  screenings  of  newsreel 
clips  to  which  all  persons  who  believe  they 
have  spotted  a relative  or  friend  in  uni- 
form are  invited.  He  publicizes  the  plan  in 
newspapers  and  has  met  wide  response. 


Has  Presidential  Award 

MYRTLE  BEACH,  S.  C.— Sgt.  Francis  O. 
Benfield,  stationed  at  Shaw  Field,  Sumter, 
who  is  visiting  his  father,  B.  B.  Benfield, 
owner  of  the  Gloria  and  Broadway  theatres 
here,  has  been  awarded  a presidential  ci- 
tation for  duties  performed  overseas  April  6, 
1943,  while  in  action  over  France,  Sicily  and 
Italy  as  top  turret  gunner-engineer.  He  was 
shot  down  in  the  Mediterranean  area  about 
60  miles  off  the  coast  of  Bizerte  and  was 
rescued.  He  returned  to  the  United  States 
in  1943.  Here  with  Sergeant  Benfield  as  his 
guests  from  Shaw  Field  are  Sgt.  and  Mrs. 
Oscar  Thomas  of  Alabama  and  their  young 
child. 


Walsh  Gets  Comedy  in  “Early" 

Arthur  Walsh  has  been  given  a comedy 
part  in  “Early  to  Wed,”  a Metro  picture. 


From  Hollywood  Edition 

Under  the  heading,  “Bank  Night  Bill,”  the 
Albuquerque,  N.  M„  Journal  recently  pub- 
lished the  following  editorial: 

“A  bill  offered  in  the  house  would  attempt 
to  legalize  for  theatres  in  the  state  bank 
nights  which  were  outlawed  four  years  ago  by 
the  state  supreme  court  on  the  ground  of  be- 
ing lotteries. 

“The  proposed  legislation  attempts  to  get 
around  the  lottery  elements  of  the  decision. 
Whether  it  does  or  not,  the  legislature  should 
kill  the  measure,  for  we  do  not  believe  many 
theatres  in  the  state  would  now  care  to  in- 
stitute bank  nights,  which  some  years  ago 
had  a sudden  flare  throughout  the  country. 

“The  movie  industry  itself  found  that  this 
method  of  trying  to  attract  customers  was  not 
good  business  and  conducted  a campaign 
against  the  offering  of  cash  or  merchandise 
prizes.  The  industry  found  second  rate  pic- 
tures were  being  run  on  the  nights  of  the 
drawings,  a policy  which  was  condemned. 
Theatres  were  urged  to  conduct  their  busi- 
nesses on  a legitimate  basis  of  value  given 
to  the  customer. 

“The  result  has  been  that  bank  nights 
generally  have  been  banished  by  the  motion 
picture  houses  themselves,  where  legislation 
did  not  prohibit  them. 

“This  should  be  taken  into  account  in 
passing  judgment  on  the  pending  legislation 
Bank  nights  are  not  desirable  from  the  stand- 
point either  of  the  movie  industry  or  the 
patrons  of  theatres.” 


CHAS.  E.  DARDEN  & CO. 


CcrSJfi fl 


RED  CROSS  Collections  this  time  will  be  bigger  than  ever  before! 
See  to  it  that  collections  are  made  at  every  show! 


+ + + + + + + + ++  + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++  + + + + ++  + + 

Keep  Red  Cross  at  the  Fighting  Man's  Side 

+ + + + + ++  + + + + ++  + + + + ++  + ++  + ++  + ++  + ++  + + 


Motion  Picture  Industry's 

RED  CROSS  WEEK 

March  15-21 


FILM  EXCHANGE  BLDG. 

308  S.  Harwood  St. 
DALLAS  L TEXAS 
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SOUTHERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Dallas  Grosses  Firm 
Despite  the  Rains 

DALLAS — Slow  wintry  rain  prevailed  for 
half  the  week  yet  Elm  St.  houses  continued 
to  report  lines  of  patrons  during  the  peak 
hours.  “A  Song  to  Remember”  stood  out  in  its 
first  week  and  was  held  for  a second.  “For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,”  playing  at  regular 
prices,  went  well  above  average.  “Since  i?'ou 
Went  Away”  ended  its  almost  sensational 
four-week  run  on  the  street. 

(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Heart  ol  the  West  (Para),  reissue,  The 


Missing  Juror  (Col),  split  with  Nevada  (RKO); 

The  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO) 125 

Majestic — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para)  - -- 130 

Melba — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA),  4th  wk 125 

Rialto — Miracle  of  Morgan's  Creek  (Para),  2nd 

d.  t.  run,  split  with  Leave  It  to  Blondie  (Col) 130 

Tower — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  2nd  wk 120 


MEMPHIS 


T ew  H.  Andrews,  branch  manager  of  Re- 
public, left  for  Hollywood.  Andrews  will 
spend  a week  in  filmland  as  guest  of  Re- 
public starting  March  18  to  learn  the  film 
business  at  its  source.  His  visit  is  part  of 
a nationwide  move  by  Republic  to  have  all 
its  branch  managers  visit  Hollywood. 

Jack  Arnold,  film  salesman  in  this  terri- 
tory for  the  past  25  years,  died  at  his  home 
in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  his  memory  is 
mourned  by  his  many  Memphis  friends 
and  associates.  Arnold  had  been  ill  for 
several  months.  He  had  been  selling  in  Ar- 
kansas for  Columbia,  out  of  the  Memphis 
exchange,  when  stricken.  Funeral  was  in 
Little  Rock. 

T.  E.  Helms  is  the  new  owner  of  the  Varda- 
man  Theatre,  Vardaman,  Miss.  Helms  bought 
the  showhouse  last  week  and  came  to  Mem- 
phis to  do  some  booking.  He  plans  for  a 
busy  season. 

New  faces  on  Filmrow  this  week:  Miss 
Louise  Deloach  is  the  new  No.  3 booker- 
stenographer  at  M-G-M  . . . Miss  Virginia 
Bright  is  the  new  bookkeeper  at  National 
Theatre  Supply. 

Wedding  bells  rang  on  Filmrow  last  week 
for  Juanita  Wyatt,  stenographer  at  National 
Theatre  Supply,  and  Sgt.  Thomas  Myric, 
Laurel,  Miss.  The  bride  and  groom  left  for 
a honeymoon  trip  to  Miami,  Fla. 

Miss  Gloria  Shipman  has  been  promoted 
to  No.  1 booker-stenographer  at  M-G-M  . . . 
Seaman  Hollis  Holmes,  former  office  mana- 
ger at  M-G-M,  now  stationed  in  Virginia 
with  the  navy,  was  home  visiting  last  week. 

Visiting  on  Filmrow:  R.  B.  Gooch,  Ritz, 
at  Selmer  and  the  Savannah,  Savannah, 
Tenn.;  J.  F.  Wofford,  Eupora,  Miss.;  J.  M. 
Mounger,  City  Theatre,  Calhoun  City,  Miss.; 
J.  W.  Wofford,  Union,  Miss.;  G.  W.  Shier  - 
baum,  Shelby,  Miss.;  Mrs.  Louise  Mask,  Luez, 
Bolivar,  Tenn.,  and  J.  C.  Shannon,  Shannon 
& Maxon  Theatres,  Portageville,  Mo. 

Frank  Bruner,  Warner  Bros,  exploiteer 
from  Dallas,  was  in  last  week  for  the  first 
time  in  five  years  . . . Jimmie  Gillespie, 
20th-Fox  exploitation  man,  and  J.  Norman 
Lodge,  Associated  Press  war  correspondent, 
had  a nice  visit  in  Memphis  last  week  when 
the  AP  man  was  here  for  a Red  Cross  rally. 
The  two  have  been  friends  for  many  years 
and  love  to  discuss  the  bands. 

Joseph  Bell,  young  baritone  from  Canton, 
Miss.,  is  making  rapid  progress  as  a baritone 
soloist  in  the  east  and  is  now  on  tour  with 
the  Radio  City  Music  Hall  Symphony,  Bell’s 
friend,  Pvt.  Nick  Causey,  formerly  of  Hel- 
ena, Ark.,  reports. 


Oscar  A.  Kafer,  New 
Bern,  N.  C.,  took  over 
the  management  of  the 
Masonic  Theatre  there 
in  1917,  and  for  some 
28  years  has  been  a 
successful  showman. 
“Mahatma  Gandhi,” 
as  he  called  by  his 
friends  and  customers, 
has  found  running  his 
677 -seat  house  more 
pleasure  than  work. 
Affiliated  with  the 
North  and  South  Carolina  Exhibitors  Ass’n, 
he  also  holds  membership  in  all  branches  of 
the  Masons,  the  New  Bern  Lodge  of  Elks,  and 
the  American  Legion.  His  main  hobby  is 
the  successful  operation  of  his  house.  He  is 
married. 

It  was  the  Missouri 
Pacific  railroad’s  loss 
and  the  industry’s  gain 
when  B.  V.  McDougald, 

Monticello,  Ark.,  de- 
cided to  purchase  the 
Crossett  Theatre,  Cros- 
sett,  Ark.,  back  in  1923. 

Buying  the  house  he 
operated  it  as  a side- 
line until  1926  when, 
acquiring  another  the- 
atre, he  resigned  his 
position  with  the  rail- 
road to  devote  full  time  to  the  picture  busi- 
ness. Chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  MPTO  of  Arkansas,  Tennessee  and  Mis- 
sissippi, he  is  also  a member  of  the  Rotary 
Club  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Avi- 
ation, fishing  and  hunting  are  his  hobbies. 


W.  F.  Sonneman,  own- 
er of  seven  theatres  in 
Arkansas,  more  or  less 
entered  show  business 
because  he  thought  the 
theatres  then  existing 
in  Waco,  Tex.,  where 
he  started,  “were 
charging  too  much.” 
He  opened  a show 
there  at  five  cents  and 
“broke  the  market.” 
Sonneman  believes  he 
put  the  University  of 
Arkansas  on  the  map  by  organizing  a booster 
club  for  the  school.  Married  and  the  father 
of  two  children,  he  is  a Rotarian,  Shriner 
and  a Methodist.  His  theatres  are  the  U-Ark, 
Ozark,  Royal  and  Palace,  Fayetteville;  Plaza, 
Bentonville,  Concord  and  Shilo,  Springdale. 

An  exhibitor  in  Stark  - 
ville.  Miss.,  for  several 
decades,  Raymond  J. 

Goodman  opened  his 
first  picture  theatre  in 
1911.  It  had  a seating 
capacity  of  about  150. 

Now  owner  of  the 
Rex  and  State  theatres 
there,  Goo  dm  an  is 
past  president  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce, 
served  as  city  aider- 
man  for  two  years,  and 
is  now  county  chairman  of  the  American  Red 
Cross.  An  alumni  of  Mississippi  State,  class 
of  ’06,  he  belongs  to  the  American  Legion, 
Rotary  and  Variety.  He  has  two  daughters: 
Phyllis,  a junior  in  high  school,  and  Elinor, 
now  married. 


G.  D.  Hughes,  Heaven- 
er,  Okla.,  acquired  a 
theatre  in  Waldron, 
Ark.,  in  1913,  when  the 
owner  failed  to  meet 
his  mortgage  payment 
and  left  town.  Hughes 
successfully  ran  the 
house,  and  on  a Friday 
the  13th,  in  1918,  pur- 
chased the  Liberty 
there.  Later  he  and 
his  partner,  W.  O. 
Kemp,  purchased  the 
Victory  in  Poteau.  He  now  operates  the  Lib- 
erty, and  with  his  partner  runs  the  Victory 
and  Kemp  theatres  in  Poteau.  Mayor  and 
city  manager  the  past  17  years,  he  is  also  a 
charter  member  of  Lions.  A son  and  partner, 
Ray,  manages  the  Liberty. 

As  a projectionist  for 
his  father  in  the  Air- 
dome  in  1907,  George 
Herber,  owner  of  the 
Opera  House,  Apache, 

Okla.,  obtained  a fine 
background  in  the  busi- 
ness. He  apprenticed 
in  many  phases  of 
film  exhibition  since 
that  time.  Opening 
the  Opera  House  there 
in  1918,  it  still  stands 
on  the  same  site,  with 
a seating  capacity  of  275.  Interested,  but  not 
active  in  civic  affairs,  Herber’s  forms  of 
diversion  are  fishing  and  golf  and  making 
friends  of  the  children  in  his  town.  He  has 
one  son  who  lives  at  Oklahoma  City.  Friends 
call  him  “Dutchman.” 

Locke  Bolen,  Jackson, 
Ala.,  head  of  the  Jack- 
son  Theatre  there,  and 
the  Grovehill  and  Cen- 
tury houses  in  Grove- 
hill  and  Thomasville, 
went  into  the  industry 
back  in  1913.  He  ad- 
mits choosing  this  pro- 
fession because  of  its 
fascination  and  to  col- 
lect a bill  from  the 
light  company  by  trad- 
ing it  out  with  them 
in  the  use  of  electricity  for  his  picture  house. 
He  opened  his  theatre  in  1913  with  a two- 
reeler  titled  “Cripple  Cheer.”  A Mason,  his 
hobbies  are  photography,  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing. He  is  a member  of  the  county  board  of 
tax  equalization. 

Graduating  from  Mis- 
sissippi State  as  a 
civil  engineer  in  1908, 

Arthur  L.  Goodman 
sr.,  Starkville,  Miss., 
engineered  for  the 
government  until 
1917  when  he  entered 
the  armed  forces,  serv- 
ing overseas.  At  the 
end  of  the  war  he 
bought  half  interest  in 
his  brother’s  theatre, 
the  Rex  in  Starkville. 

In  1931  Goodman  built  the  State  Theatre 
there,  and  has  operated  both  houses  since. 
He  is  a member  of  the  American  Legion  and 
Masons.  A son,  Lieut.  Arthur  L.  jr.,  won  the 
Silver  Star  and  Purple  Heart  in  Italy.  An- 
other son,  James  P.,  is  a technical  sergeant. 
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SAN  ANTONIO 


■prankie  Santa  Angelo,  porter  for  the  Star 

Theatre,  was  only  slightly  bruised  when 
he  fell  15  feet  from  the  balcony  of  that  house 
last  Sunday  while  sweeping  . . . Enforcement 
of  the  curfew  law  to  close  down  many  local 
amusement  establishments  each  Saturday 
midnight,  instead  of  the  usual  1 a.  m.  clos- 
ing hour,  started  in  the  Alamo  City  and 
vicinity  March  3.  WMC  officials  asked  city 
and  county  officers  here  to  check  all  bars, 
midnight  shows  and  other  places  of  enter- 
tainment and  report  to  them  if  they  stayed 
open  later  than  12  midnight. 

The  only  Mexican  stage  show  in  town  is 
the  Gloria  Berrones-Carranza  company  at 
the  Teatro  Zaragosa  with  the  “Three  Eaglets.” 
The  show  runs  less  than  half  an  hour,  aug- 
mented by  the  Azteca  newsreel  in  Spanish; 
a serial,  and  feature  picture,  both  in  English. 

According  to  casualty  lists  in  local  news- 
papers, Sgt.  Phillip  W.  Handley,  army,  was 
wounded  in  action  last  month  . . . Holding 
over  for  a third  big  week  at  the  Texas  was 
“Since  You  Went  Away”  . . . Paul  Muni  was 
due  in  town  last  week  to  talk  to  wounded 
veterans  at  the  Brooke  General  Hospital  at 
Ft.  Sam  Houston  here. 

Johnny  Plath,  former  stage  employe,  is 
now  projectionist  in  the  booth  at  the  Uptown, 
neighborhood  house  here  . . . George  H. 
Lantz  of  the  Altec  went  on  a business  trip 
to  Dallas  and  Lockhart  . . . One  of  the  pret- 
tiest “angels  of  mercy”  marching  in  the  re- 
cent Red  Cross  parade  was  Miss  Nancy 
Coppock,  a stunning  blonde. 

Clasa-Mohme  film  bookers  included  B.  M. 
Silvas,  Mexico,  Carrizo  Springs;  Jose  Suarez, 
Poteet  exhibitor;  J.  N.  Santos,  Casino,  Hondo; 
Gustavo  Lavenant,  Anahuac,  Dilley;  Emil 
Heinen,  Capitol,  New  Braunfels,  and  Matilde 
Chapa,  Trinity,  Mirando  City.  Senor  Chapa 
expects  to  open  the  Trinity  after  renovating 
the  theatre. 

Interstate  Tattles — Again,  good  golf  fea- 
tured the  weekly  handicap  tourney  of  the 
Brackenridge  Park  Women's  Ass’n.  Miss  Joe 
Henson,  Texas  cashier,  shot  81  for  second 
gross  and  tied  for  second  low  net  with  three 
others,  her  scores  showing  gross,  handicap 


and  net  as  follows:  81-4-77  . . . The  Red 
River  Dave  western  star  revue  at  the  Empire 
did  well  above  average  business  for  the  house. 
Added  feature  acts  included  Miss  Jerry  L. 
Ray,  singing  cowgirl  from  Memphis,  and  Bill 
Lister,  tallest  cowboy,  who  turned  in  a nice 
job  as  emcee.  “Swing  in  the  Saddle,”  starring 
David  McEnery,  San  Antonio’s  own,  rounded 
out  a 100  per  cent  western  program. 

Roy  Rogers  was  expected  in  town  during 
the  week  to  entertain  convalescent  soldiers 
at  Brook's  General  Hospital  . . . The  start 
of  the  Lenten  season,  coupled  with  spring- 
like weather,  has  not  hurt  any  of  the  local 
showhouses’  weekend  business  yet. 

Behind  the  Scenes  in  Hollywood  with 
Bidwell  McCormick  is  now  being  broadcast 
each  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  morn- 
ings over  KMAC,  the  Mutual  station  here. 
The  new  15-minute  program  has  news  tips 
about  the  stars,  what  pictures  are  in  pro- 
duction and  what  goes  on  behind  the  scenes 
in  the  film  capital. 

Walter  R.  Tinney,  projectionist  at  the  Texas 
Theatre,  is  now  a full-fledged  member  of 
the  American  War  Dads  club.  His  son  is 
now  serving  on  a destroyer  somewhere  on  the 
high  seas.  Walt  is  spending  his  time  when 
off  duty  signing  up  contributors  for  the 
Red  Cross  drive. 


Curfew  Gives  Respite 
From  Teen-ager  Woes 

Oklahoma  City — Although  some  state 
exhibitors  bemoaned  the  curfew  because 
of  revenue  loss,  others  welcomed  the 
midnight  closing  as  an  excuse  to  dis- 
continue late  Saturday  shows  and  es- 
cape the  recurring  teen-ager  trouble. 

The  latter  showmen  saw  a reduction  in 
damage  caused  by  young  rowdys  and 
freedom  from  prestige  loss  due  to  the 
disrepute  of  late  shows. 

All  exhibitors  are  obeying  the  regula- 
tions. Many  houses  have  streamlined 
Saturday  night  programs  to  squeeze  in  a 
preview  before  midnight. 


JOHNNY  LONG  IS  HONORED — J.  G.  Long,  president  of  the  circuit  which 
bears  his  name,  was  51  years  old  early  in  February  and  the  event  was  cele- 
brated by  the  home  office  personnel  and  others  from  over  the  circuit.  The 
employes  presented  their  boss  with  a bronze  plaque  which  is  reproduced  at  the 
right.  At  the  left  is  part  of  the  group  which  made  the  presentation  in  Long’s 
private  office.  Left  to  right:  Mrs.  L.  O.  Wallace,  circuit  cashier;  Heyden  Curtiss, 
theatre  relations;  Long;  Mrs.  Glenn  McClain,  Johnny  Frank  Long  II;  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Long,  L.  O.  Wallace,  circuit  manager,  and  Mrs.  Johnny  Frank  Long,  whose  hus- 
band is  now  in  the  Philippines. 


Juniors  Like  Films 
Bui  Suggest  Changes 

From  Mideast  Edition 

PITTSBURGH — The  motion  picture  indus- 
try gives  the  public  the  kind  of  entertain- 
ment it  is  willing  to  pay  for,  students  at 
Fifth  Avenue  High  School  agreed  on  the 
WWSW  Junior  Town  Meeting  of  the  Air, 
sponsored  by  the  Post  Gazette.  Films  have 
rendered  admirable  service,  but  to  debate 
values,  several  students  suggested  that  a few 
changes  are  due. 

For  one  thing,  the  juveniles  think  pictures 
dealing  with  the  fate  of  juvenile  delinquents 
do  nothing  to  curb  delinquency.  Glamorous 
settings  in  the  films  and  the  silks  and  satins 
worn  by  actresses  make  young  girls  dissatis- 
fied with  their  less  extravagant  surroundings 
and  household  chores,  in  the  opinion  of  sev- 
eral of  the  high  school  girls  interviewed  on 
the  radio  program.  Another  fault,  they 
averred,  is  that  theatre  patrons  of  American 
films  in  foreign  countries  probably  think  the 
United  States  is  a place  where  money  and 
romantic  love  are  all  that  matter. 

High  Praise  for  Newsreels 

Pointing  out  that  motion  pictures  are  a 
tremendous  force  throughout  the  world,  stu- 
dents declared  that  films  should  serve  and 
not  betray  the  U.S.  where  international  un- 
derstanding is  involved.  Stressing  good 
points  of  the  industry,  they  pointed  to  the 
educational  values  of  films,  and  read  a naval 
report  that  training  films  cut  training  time 
40  per  cent.  Another  student  in  the  debate 
quoted  the  Chinese  proverb,  “One  picture  is 
worth  10,000  words.”  High  praise  was  sounded 
for  newsreels  and  news  features  that  bring 
the  war  to  the  homefront.  These  films  help 
all  who  view  them  realize  what  our  service 
men  are  going  through  and  they  show  us  how 
important  it  is  to  keep  up  war  production,  the 
juveniles  agreed. 

During  the  question-and-answer  period  and 
in  response  to  the  question:  “Don’t  you  think 
war  pictures  make  us  hate?”  this  conclusion 
was  made: 

“Yes,  war  pictures  make  us  hate  the  enemy, 
but  that’s  important  because  we  will  back  up 
the  boys  that  much  more.  They  should  make 
rrore  war  pictures  to  make  us  hate  the  enemy 
more.” 

Racklin  Will  Direct 
Memphis  Open  Air 

MEMPHIS — Ezra  Racklin,  director  of  the 
Philadelphia  Opera  Co.  who  appeared  in 
Memphis  as  musical  director  of  “The  Bat” 
at  Ellis  Auditorium  two  years  ago,  has  been 
signed  as  musical  director  of  the  Memphis 
Open  Air  Theatre  for  the  1945  season. 

Racklin  succeeds  George  Hirst,  for  five 
years  musical  director  of  MOAT  and  now 
musical  director  of  the  radio  show,  We  the 
People. 

Victor  Morley,  book  director  for  the  past 
five  seasons,  has  returned  for  the  1945  six- 
week  season  starting  July  2.  The  six  shows 
are:  “Desert  Song,”  “Fortune  Teller,”  “Red 
Mill,”  “Roberta,”  “New  Moon”  and  “Vaga- 
bond King.” 

A $72,000  budget  for  the  season  was  ap- 
proved. 
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Meed  in  Two  Wars; 
35  Years  in  Industry 


ATLANTA — Service  in  both  World  Wars 
constituted  only  one  break  in  E.  R.  Medd’s 


35-year  connection 
with  the  theatre  busi- 
ness. His  latest  ca- 
reer in  the  military 
severed  commer- 
cial but  not  film  ties, 
for  he  was  in  charge 
of  the  training  film 
section  of  the  bureau 
of  aeronautics  for  the 
navy. 

He  ushered  his  way 
into  the  theatre  in 
Asheville,  N.  C.,  with 
the  S.  A.  Lynch  organi- 
E.  R,  Medd  zation  in  1910.  Three 
years  later  he  came  to  Atlanta  with  Dan 
Michelove  and  Jessie  Clark  to  take  over  the 
old  Montgomery  Theatre  on  Peachtree  St.  op- 
posite the  present  Hotel  Piedmont. 

In  the  opening  year,  Medd  had  the  first 
Sunday  show  in  Atlanta,  “From  the  Manger 
to  the  Cross”  which  was  exhibited  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fire  department.  He  took  the 
picture  throughout  Tennessee  and  Alabama 
and  his  supplementary  quartet  boasted  no 
less  a tenor  than  Oliver  Hardy. 

Upon  returning  from  military  service  en- 
tered in  1916,  Medd  went  back  with  S.  A. 
Lynch  and  remained  with  the  company  until 
1920  when  he  went  with  the  Hickory  Amuse- 
ment Co.  Later  he  worked  for  the  Saenger 
circuit  in  New  Orleans.  He  managed  a the- 
atre in  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  for  a short  time 
before  returning  to  North  Carolina  to  open 
the  Carolina  Theatre  at  Lumberton.  He  was 
affiliated  with  Howard  and  Wells  Enterprises 
in  Wilmington  and  then  for  three  years  with 
the  Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  Nashville,  as 
circuit  manager.  Next  he  went  with  the  H.  H. 
Everett  circuit  of  Charlotte,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  entered  the  navy  in  De- 
cember 1942. 

A medical  discharge  in  September  of  1944 
returned  Medd  to  civilian  life  once  again  and 
a position  with  the  Red  Cross  as  assistant  in 
hospital  motion  pictures  for  southeastern 
states.  The  theatre  is  his  natural  habitat 
and  theatre  for  the  boys  his  job  at  present. 


Man  Seized  at  Atlanta 
As  a Theatre  Bandit 

ATLANTA — James  T.  Elliot  was  arrested 
here  for  questioning  in  connection  with  two 
theatre  holdup  attempts,  city  detectives  an- 
nounced. 

Elliot  was  captured  after  an  alleged  at- 
tempt to  rob  the  boxoffice  of  the  Center 
Theatre  on  Whitehall  St.  According  to  the 
cashier,  the  would-be  robber  appeared  at  the 
window  and  handed  her  a note  reading: 
“This  is  a stickup  give  me  the  money  quick.” 
However,  he  fled  before  aid  could  come  in 
answer  to  a burglar  alarm  installed  in  the 
booth. 

The  Rialto  Theatre  holdup  attempt  oc- 
curred about  an  hour  earlier.  The  ticket 
seller  said  the  robber  handed  her  a similar 
note  but  that  she  refused  to  hand  the  money 
over.  He  went  in  the  back  of  the  cashier 
booth,  however,  and  grabbed  a stack  of  bills 
which  he  dropped  in  flight. 
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ATLANTA 

TUTrs.  Gerald  M.  Nation  has  been  added  to 
staff  of  Sack  Amusement  Co.  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  G.  Weiss,  Savannah,  Ga„ 
Theatre,  were  Filmrow  visitors  . . . John 
Jenkins  of  Dallas  and  Wade  Williamson 
have  opened  the  Jaybee  Film  Exchange. 
Williamson  will  remain  here  as  manager. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Claughton,  Royal  The- 
atre, Miami,  were  on  the  Row  . . . Sgt. 
Lofton  Smith,  formerly  with  Theatrical 
Printing  Co.,  was  home  on  furlough.  He  has 
taken  part  in  the  major  invasions  in  the 
European  area  with  the  paratroopers  . . . 
Charles  Leonard  of  the  Columbia  booking 
office  in  Charlotte  is  temporarily  at  the 
local  office  in  an  emergency. 

Frances  Tucker,  former  Columbia  booker 
now  with  Republic,  was  entertained  by  the 
Columbia  girls  at  a surprise  dinner  and 
dance  at  Wisteria  Gardens  . . . Peggy  Neely, 
formerly  with  Republic,  is  now  with  Colum- 
bia . . . Mrs.  George  M.  Jones  has  been 
added  to  the  booking  department  of  Co- 
lumbia . . . Ditto  Ruth  White. 

J.  S.  Josey,  independent  distributor  in 
Cleveland,  was  here  en  route  to  a vacation 
in  Miami  . . . Dunlap  Henry  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Enzor,  Troy,  Ala. 
. . . The  following  managers  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Florida  State  Theatres: 
W.  F.  Brown  of  the  Florida,  Vero  Beach, 
Fla.;  Harry  Radcliffe,  Van  Croix,  Melbourne, 
Fla.;  John  Faulkner,  Arcade  and  Edison 
theatres,  Fort  Myers,  Fla. 

Ernest  Pelegrin,  formerly  with  NSS,  has 
received  a release  from  the  navy  and  has 
joined  the  Columbia  booking  department 
. . . Roy  L.  Brauer,  Universal  manager,  was 
in  Tennessee  traveling  with  a new  salesman 
. . . Lee  Septembre,  Columbia  publicity  direc- 
tor, was  at  the  local  branch  several  days. 

William  Richardson,  new  Astor  franchise 
holder,  went  to  Nashville  to  call  on  Bijou 
Amusement  Co.,  executives  . . . Leon  D. 
Netter,  vice-president  of  Paramount  The- 


CHARLOTTE  GETS  STARTED— North 
and  South  Carolina  industry  men  had 
the  Red  Cross  campaign  plans  detailed 
for  them  at  a big  gathering  held  in  Char- 
lotte. Left  to  right:  (Standing)  H.  F. 
Kincey,  area  exhibitor  chairman;  Hen- 
derson M.  Richey,  national  program 
chairman;  Henry  Reeve,  Mendard,  Tex., 
Red  Cross  speaker;  (seated) — Benn  M. 
Rosenwald,  area  district  chairman,  and 
Capt.  Thomas  J.  Stahl,  army  Red  Cross 
speaker. 


atres  Service  Corp.,  conferred  with  H.  F. 
Kincey  of  the  North  Carolina  Theatres  in 
Charlotte  and  with  R.  B.  Wilby,  head  of 
the  Wilby-Kincey  Theatres,  and  W.  K.  Jen- 
kins, general  manager  of  Georgia  Theatres 
here.  He  left  here  for  Jacksonville  to  meet 
Frank  Rogers,  president  of  Florida  State 
Theatres,  and  B.  B.  Garner,  general  manager 
of  Paramount  Enterprises,  Miami. 

C.  P.  Lester,  NSS  southern  division  mana- 
ger, was  in  the  territory  on  business  . . . 
Odell  Ponder  is  now  in  the  accounting  de- 
partment at  NSS  . . . Janet  Cahill  is  the  new 
NSS  switchboard  operator. 

Evelyn  Osborne  of  Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply 
was  back  at  her  desk  after  an  illness  . . . 
Maude  Williams  of  the  Wil-Kin  account- 
ing department  died  recently  ...  In  booking 
was  James  E.  Clay,  Conyers  (Ga.)  Theatre 
. . . Visiting  friends  was  Nat  Williams, 
Thomasville,  Ga. 

The  Republic  staff  is  preparing  for  the 
company’s  tenth  anniversary  sales  drive, 
April  10-June  10  . . . Eddie  Foster,  Re- 
public salesman,  was  in  a few  days  at  the 
local  office,  leaving  for  Birmingham  . . . 
C.  T.  Roebuck  has  started  out  on  his  first 
trip  as  salesman  for  Republic  in  the  Georgia 
territory  . . . Roy  Dial,  former  booker  at 
Republic,  has  resigned  . . . Walter  Titus, 
supervisor  of  Republic  branch  operations, 
was  a visitor. 

Harold  E.  Cohen  of  Monogram  Southern 
Exchanges  called  at  the  local  branch  . . . 
Harry  Graham,  southern  division  manager 
of  Universal,  is  vacationing  in  Florida. 

B.  Gray,  Paramount  publicist,  was  in 
Nashville  on  business  . . . John  Huff,  for- 
mer shipper  for  Paramount  here,  was  home 
on  furlough  . . . Betty  White,  Republic,  and 
Pvt.  James  E.  Swain  jr.  will  be  married  Sat- 
urday (10). 

Code  Change  to  Assist 
Small  House  Repealed 

PENSACOLA — The  city  council  has  re- 
pealed an  ordinance  passed  a few  weeks  ago 
regulating  the  seating  arrangements  in  Pen- 
sacola’s small  theatres.  The  ordinance  would 
have  permitted  more  seats  to  be  installed 
in  the  rebuilt  Florida  Theatre,  damaged  by 
fire  several  months  ago. 

The  recent  action  leaves  the  city  without 
code  affecting  seats  and  seating  in  theatres 
of  from  50  to  750  capacity. 


Fire  Panic  Averted 

NEW  ORLEANS — A quick-thinking  police 
sergeant  quieted  700  patrons  who  started  to 
stampede  after  a cry  of  “fire”  at  the  Isis 
Theatre  and  all  were  evacuated  safely  while 
a blase  damaged  three  adjacent  buildings  and 
spread  to  the  film  house  roof.  The  damage 
was  negligible. 


POSTERS!  POSTERS!  POSTERS! 

We  eMawe  *Jkem  ! ! 

WHY  sign  a contract  to  secure  your 
Accessories  WHEN 

It  Is  NOT  NECESSARY ! 

Send  your  orders  and  used  paper  to 
us  where  you  are  assured  of  lowest 
initial  cost,  and  fair  credit  rates. 

THE  POSTER  EXCHANGE,  Inc. 

1831/2  Walton  St.,  N.  W„  Atlanta.  Ga. 
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AIR  VET  MAKES  GOOD  ON  “36TH  MISSION”— Veteran  of  35  missions  over 
Germany  as  tail  gunner  on  a B17,  Sgt.  Richard  Sullivan  of  New  York  is  success- 
fully completing  his  “36th  mission” — boosting  the  Red  Cross  drive  throughout  the 
southwest.  Here  he  is  at  the  regional  meeting  at  Oklahoma  City  with  the  in- 
dustry’s area  leaders.  Left  to  right,  are:  Maurice  Loewenstein,  president  of  the 
Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma;  Monsignor  Connor,  who  gave  the  invocation; 
Sergeant  Sullivan;  Thomas  J.  Connors,  southwest  distributor  chairman;  Marion 
Osborne,  Oklahoma  WAC  distributor  chairman;  Gov.  Robert  S.  Kerr;  C.  B.  Akers, 
co-exhibitor  chairman;  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  southwest  exhibitor  chairman  whom  Ser- 
geant Sullivan  is  accompanying;  Judge  Edgar  Vaught,  Red  Cross  county  chairman, 
and  L.  C.  Griffith,  state  WAC  exhibitor  chairman. 


OKLA.  CITY 


Tim  Partlow,  Universal’s  branch  manager, 

* was  snowbound  two  days  recently  in  Dallas 
when  all  planes  were  grounded  . . . J.  B. 
Sokley,  Warners  new  branch  manager,  is 
elated  over  the  good  grosses  being  turned 
in  by  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  ...  A.  Mousa, 
Warners  new  office  manager,  is  letting  hard 
work  speak  for  the  gratification  he  feels 
for  being  freed  from  long  tenure  as  a travel- 
ing auditor  for  the  same  company. 

Evelyn  Tefertiller  of  NSS  busied  herself 
with  filling  three  office  positions  while  the 
others  helped  to  ready  shipments  of  Red 
Cross  trailers. 

All  city  and  state  theatres  are  ready  for 
a big  effort  toward  putting  the  Red  Cross 
drive  over  the  top  . . . Marion  Osborne,  Fox 
branch  manager  and  WAC  distributor  chair- 
man, is  extending  an  all  out  effort  for  the 
campaign  . . . “Brownie”  Akers  complimented 
Osborne  in  this  respect  at  the  recent  Red 
Cross  rally  . . . R.  B.  Williams,  branch  man- 
ager for  RKO,  is  a changed  man  since  the 
recent  steady  improvement  of  his  wife’s 
health. 

Exhibitors  on  the  Row  were:  William  Cope- 
land of  Geary,  Wesley  Hodges  of  Anadarko, 
J.  R.  Brown  of  Shamrock,  L.  A.  White  of 
Weatherford,  John  Terry  of  Tulsa,  J.  ( 
Smock  of  Hinton,  C.  E.  Norcross  of  Cordell, 
John  Gray  of  Chickasha,  Loyd  Martin  of 
Coweta,  Elmo  Rankin  of  Custer  City,  Lieut. 
Paul  Beckhelm  of  Norman,  T.  N.  Childress 
of  Covington,  L.  H.  Boehm  of  Watonga,  C.  T. 
Burns  of  Cyril,  R.  R.  Clark  of  Marlow,  John 
Sanders  of  Cyril,  Ida  Hanes  of  Wanette,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ernest  Jestes  of  Pawnee,  Ted  Par- 
nell of  Hydro  and  H.  M.  Boehm  of  Watonga. 

Frank  Lynch  of  station  KTOK  was  with 
his  wife  recently  at  the  Variety  celebrating 
their  20th  wedding  anniversary.  Frank  re- 
lated that  they  spent  their  first  anniversary 
in  England. 

Maurice  Loewenstein,  owner  and  operator 
of  the  Majestic  Theatre,  a downtown  house 
on  Grand  Ave.,  stated  that  the  absence  of 


uniformed  personnel  over  the  weekends  has 
reduced  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  business. 
He  believes  that  the  cream  of  the  good  busi- 
ness has  been  taken  off  and  the  return  to 
normal  may  soon  be  on  the  way. 

The  State  Theatre  donated  all  of  the  net 
receipts  on  Sunday  (25)  to  the  Red  Cross 
fund  . . . Many  branch  managers  and  sales- 
men remarked  that  the  recent  Red  Cross 
regional  meeting  was  by  far  the  best  meet- 
ing of  this  kind  ever  held  here  by  the  state 
industry  leaders. 

Chet  Humphrey,  operator  of  the  Ritz  at 
Britton,  has  been  in  the  Wesley  Hospital  as 
the  result  of  a heart  ailment.  He  was  ad- 
vised by  a physician  to  slow  down  when  he 
returns  to  work.  Chet  has  had  many  in- 
terests . . . Horace  Falls  of  Griffiths  spent 
a few  days  in  the  hospital  receiving  a check- 
up and  treatment  for  a serious  cold. 

Cy  Armstrong,  recently  chief  projectionist 
at  the  Penn,  has  gone  to  Hollywood  to  do 
camera  work  at  the  Paramount  studio. 

Visitors  on  the  Row  were:  Ray  Hughes  of 
Heavener,  John  Gray  of  Chickasha,  Don 
Abernathy  of  Fairview,  J.  B.  Denny  of  Jay, 
Lieut.  Paul  Beckhelm  of  Norman,  Dewey 
Goodwin  of  Minco,  Ray  Eakins  of  Helena, 
H.  B.  Lord  of  Tuttle,  R.  R.  Clark  of  Marlow, 
Glen  Thompson  of  Healdton,  L.  J.  Sitzberger 
of  Shawnee,  Bill  Allison  of  Norman, 

Also  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Carlisle  of  Hinton, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waite  Kerr  of  Sulphur,  Mrs. 
Adams  of  Sulphur,  Mrs.  Dudley  Tucker  of 
Guthrie,  J.  S.  Worley  of  Shamrock,  Frank 
Deal  of  Wynnewood,  T.  N.  Childress  of  Cov- 
ington, Roy  Rollier  of  Lamont,  Oda  Terry  of 
Konawa,  J.  B.  Denny  of  Jay,  Joe  Love  of 
Seminole. 

The  State  Theatre  is  presenting  a return  at 
which  played  this  attraction  two  weeks  pre 
viously  at  advanced  admission. 


Allan  Ladd  to  "Calcutta"  Cast 

Alan  Ladd,  William  Bendix  and  Howard 
Da  Silva  have  been  set  for  Paramount’s 
“Calcutta.” 


El  Reno's  Centre  Off 
To  Impressive  Slarl 

EL  RENO,  OKLA. — The  recent  inaugural 
program  at  the  Centre  Theatre  was  one  of 
the  best  organized  openings  in  this  state  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Admission  was  at  $1  and  all  proceeds  ex- 
clusive of  taxes  were  donated  to  a City  Hu- 
manitarian Award  Committee,  which  will  se- 
lect the  cause  to  receive  the  funds. 

Opening  feature  was  Columbia’s  “Tonight 
and  Every  Night.”  The  local  high  school  band 
presented  a concert  in  front  of  the  theatre. 
The  ceremony  was  attended  by  local  com- 
munity dignitaries  and  L.  C.  Griffith,  B.  J. 
McKenna  and  C.  B.  Akers  of  the  theatre 
company. 

The  Centre  features  three  changes  weekly 
and  daily  matinees  on  a continuous  pro- 
gram policy.  “Red”  Slocum  is  manager. 

Nashville  School  Boy  Gets 
A Chance  at  Jodie  Role 

NASHVILE — A blue-eyed  and  soft-spoken 
grammar  school  boy  bid  his  classmates  good- 
by  Friday  last  week  and  left  for  Hollywood 
with  the  chance  of  landing  the  leading  role 
in  the  film  version  of  “The  Yearling.” 

He  is  ten-year-old  Claude  Jarman  jr„  who 
climaxed  a brief  career  in  children’s  the- 
atricals by  signing  a seven-year  optional  con- 
tract with  M-G-M.  The  contract  calls  for 
a screen  test  for  the  part  of  Jodie  Baxter, 
the  boy  who  raised  the  pet  deer  in  Marjorie 
Kannan  Rawlings’  poignant  story  of  the 
Florida  Everglades. 

His  father,  who  accompanied  him,  is  a 
railway  employe.  They’ve  always  lived  here 
and  the  boy  never  has  owned  a dog  or  any 
kind  of  pet. 

New  Atlanta  Censor  Says 
She  Plans  No  Changes 

ATLANTA — Miss  Christine  Smith  is  the 
new  city  motion  picture  censor.  After  taking 
office  last  week  in  the  city  hall  she  an- 
nounced that  she  plans  to  follow  the  tra- 
ditions set  for  the  office  by  Mrs.  Alanzo 
Richardson  who  held  the  office  for  more  than 
20  years. 


Okmulgee  Motion  Picture 

OKMULGEE,  OKLA. — A motion  picture, 
“Disputed  Territory,”  has  been  filmed  here 
with  Okmulgee  high"  school  students  taking 
the  leading  roles.  The  picture  portrays  early 
Oklahoma  history  around  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  was  produced  by  Cpl.  Calvin 
Gerlach,  who  is  stationed  at  Glennan  General 
Hospital. 


A Filming  at  Okmulgee 

OKMULGEE,  OKLA. — A motion  picture, 
“Disputed  Territory,”  has  been  filmed  here 
with  Okmulgee  high  school  students  taking 
the  leading  roles.  The  picture  portrays  early 
Oklahoma  history  at  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  produced  by  Cpl.  Calvin  Ger- 
lach, who  is  stationed  at  Glennan  General 
Hospital. 


It's  a Girl  at  Hunter  Field 

HUNTER  FIELD,  GA. — The  most  popular 
figure  in  entertainment  circles  at  Hunter 
Field  is  a newcomer,  Marjorie  Rose.  She  is 
the  baby  daughter  of  Cpl.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Hutchins.  Papa  Hutchins  has  been  connected 
with  show  business  in  the  south  for  several 
years  and  has  been  projectionist  at  Hunter 
for  the  past  two  years. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th  FI.,  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.r  INC* *  Dallas,  Tex. 
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Winnipeg  Playhouse 
Deal  Falls  Through 

WINNIPEG — Heeding  the  outraged  pro- 
tests of  numerous  cultural  and  dramatic 
groups,  women’s  organizations  and  private 
individuals,  the  city  council  has  decided  not 
to  sell  the  Playhouse.  Most  of  the  aider- 
men  seemed  relieved  that  the  situation 
which  had  arisen  when  the  proposed  sale 
was  announced  had  finally  blown  over. 

In  explaining  his  reason  for  withdrawing 
his  motion  to  sell  the  house,  the  chairman  of 
the  properties  committee  said  that  an  un- 
identified eastern  firm  had  proposed  to  spend 
about  $100,000  over  and  above  the  purchase 
price  of  the  house  in  renovating  the  struc- 
ture. The  anonymous  purchaser  had  related 
he  planned  to  convert  the  house  into  a first 
class  motion  picture  theatre  with  arrange- 
ments for  legitimate  stage  productions. 

This,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  house 
had  already  cost  the  city  more  than  $100,000 
in  taxes,  costs,  repairs  and  penalties,  had 
prompted  the  committee  to  look  favorably 
on  the  proposed  purchase. 

However,  the  committee  had  been  informed 
that  the  Winnipeg  auditorium  commission 
was  planning  to  change  the  concert  hall  of 
that  building  and  make  it  useless  for  full- 
scale  stage  productions  such  as  those  put  on 
by  schools. 

“Naturally,”  the  chairman  of  the  properties 
committee,  said,  “the  children  occupy  our 
first  thought.” 

Redecoration  to  the  city-owned  house  to 
make  it  one  of  the  finest  theatres  in  Canada 
has  been  planned,  the  committee  announced 
several  days  later.  Interior  renovations  will 
start  in  a few  days,  and  when  the  snow  is 
gone  an  extensive  paint  and  overhauling  job 
will  be  undertaken. 

Famous  Players  Chief 
Is  Grandfather  Again 

TORONTO  — Mrs.  Helen  McCausland, 
daughter  of  President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  sr.  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  and  a for- 
mer member  of  the  women’s  division  of  the 
Canadian  force  at  Ottawa  until  her  marriage 
to  an  officer  of  the  U.S.  air  corps,  gave  birth 
to  a baby  daughter  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where 
her  husband  was  stationed  until  transfer  to 
an  overseas  destination.  He  previously  served 
with  the  Canadian  air  force.  Mother  and 
baby  are  now  in  Toronto  for  the  duration. 

The  first  Fitzgibbons  grandchild  was  a boy 
born  in  Hawaii,  where  Lieut.  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons 
jr.  served  until  proceeding  to  a Pacific  com- 
bat area  where  he  has  won  two  decorations 
and  has  been  wounded  in  action.  Only  re- 
cently, President  Fitzgibbons  was  able  to  meet 
his  second  son  Robert,  serving  with  the  U.S. 
navy,  during  a business  trip  to  the  Pacific 
coast. 

Sailor  Gets  Three  Years 
For  Halifax  Burglary 

HALIFAX — A three-year  stretch  in  prison 
was  dealt  out  to  George  Patterson  of  Winni- 
peg, a merchant  sailor,  on  a charge  of  break- 
ing and  entering  with  intent  to  steal  at 
the  Garrick.  He  pleaded  guilty. 

Patterson  is  the  “rooftop  robber”  who 
sprained  an  ankle  in  a jump  to  escape  from 
the  Garrick  after  a policeman  discovered  him. 
Efforts  had  been  made  to  open  the  safe. 


Toronto  Mayor  Guest 

TORONTO — The  monthly  luncheon  of  the 
Toronto  Suburban  Theatre  Managers  Ass’n, 
scheduled  for  March  13  at  the  King  Edward 
Hotel,  will  have  Mayor  Robert  Saunders  as 
special  guest.  George  Morrell  of  the  St.  Clair 
is  association  president. 


SCREEN  NEWS  PROMOTION— Ap- 
pointment of  J.  J.  Chisholm  as  district 
manager  of  Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd., 
for  the  province  of  Ontario,  is  announced 
by  B.  E.  Norrish,  president  and  manag- 
ing director.  This  promotion  brings  rec- 
ognition to  one  of  the  company’s  senior 
producers,  who  has  specialized  in  indus- 
trial motion  picture  production  during  the 
last  eight  years. 

The  Odeon  Chain  to  Keep 
Personnel  at  Montreal 

TORONTO  — Returned  from  Montreal 
where  he  took  over  the  Garson  & Laine  cir- 
cuit of  eight  houses  for  Odeon  Theatres,  C. 
J.  Appel,  Odeon  acting  general  manager,  said 
there  would  be  no  change  in  the  personnel 
at  Montreal.  Don  Gauld  will  continue  as 
supervisor  of  the  Montreal  circuit. 

The  Montreal  Kent,  a splendid  theatre 
structurally,  may  become  a special  run  house 
for  selected  British  and  Hollywood  pictures 
under  the  joint  auspices  of  Paul  Nathanson 
and  Hollywood  pictures  under  the  joint  aus- 
pices of  Paul  Nathanson  and  Arthur  Rank  of 
England.  The  screen  program  there  will  be 
augmented  by  special  presentations,  it  is  un- 
derstood, and  exploitation  campaigns  will  be 
broadened  to  establish  the  Kent  as  a film 
center  for  high  clientele. 

Odeon-Rank  Acquires  Two 
Properties  in  Amherst 

ST.  JOHN — The  Odeon-Rank  circuit,  which 
recently  purchased  two  pieces  of  property  in 
the  center  of  Amherst,  N.  S.,  as  a site  for  a 
new  theatre,  has  bought  two  adjoining  prop- 
erties instead  of  a single  large  building  which 
had  been  considered. 

The  site  of  the  old  Empress  Theatre  has 
been  bought  by  Garnet  Angus  of  Amherst. 

Abe  Garson,  St.  John,  was  the  agent  in 
the  Odeon-Rank  deal. 

The  Famous  Players-Spencer  hookup  has 
a current  monopoly  in  Amherst,  owning  and 
operating  the  Capitol,  802,  and  the  Strand, 
276.  Indications  are  the  new  Odeon-Rank 
house  will  seat  about  1,000.  Amherst  is  a 
war  boom  town,  and  sure  to  be  heavily  af- 
fected by  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 


Dividends  Holding  Up 

TORONTO  — Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  has  declared  a dividend  on  common 
shares  of  37%  cents  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1945,  payable  March  31  to  stockholders  of 
record  March  15.  This  is  the  same  rate  as 
paid  for  the  past  two  years. 


Police  Frisk  Theatre 
Male  Patrons;  Riot 

MONTREAL — The  Capitol,  Drummondville, 
Que.,  was  the  center  of  a bloody  midnight 
riot  on  the  last  Saturday  in  February  when 
a detachment  of  mounted  and  military  po- 
lice held  up  male  patrons  as  they  emerged 
and  examined  their  papers  in  a “search  for 
deserters  and  draft  evaders.” 

A crowd  of  2,000  gathered  and  assailed  the 
police  with  a hail  of  ice  chunks  and  broken 
bottles.  They  overturned  the  mounties’  auto- 
mobiles and  broke  the  glass  in  the  car  win- 
dows, but,  nevertheless  the  police  managed 
to  take  prisoners  to  Montreal.  Several  moun- 
ties and  a number  of  civilians  were  injured. 
The  mounties  used  their  crops  but  did  not 
fire  on  the  crowd. 

The  Capitol  is  one  of  a chain  of  cinemas 
owned  by  Charles  Auclair,  who  is  proprietor 
of  the  Rex,  the  Stella  and  the  Hollywood  in 
Montreal.  At  the  time  of  the  riot  the  Capitol 
had  been  showing  Boris  Karloff  and  Su- 
sanna Fox  in  “The  Climax.” 

FPC  Stocks  Sale  Mystery 
At  Montreal  Solved 

OTTAWA — The  mystery  attached  to  the 
sale  of  15,000  shares  of  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.  on  the  Montreal  exchange  re- 
cently is  believed  solved  in  a combination  of 
developments  involving  the  governments  of 
Canada  and  France. 

With  the  arrival  of  Comte  Jean  de  Haute- 
clocque  in  Ottawa  from  Paris  as  the  first  ac- 
credited ambassador  of  the  de  Gaulle  regime, 
formal  announcement  was  made  by  the 
Canadian  department  of  external  affairs  that 
the  assets  of  the  French  government  in  the 
Dominion  had  been  unfrozen.  Such  property 
had  been  tied  up  three  years  ago  because  of 
the  Vichy  complications,  including  a popular 
cry  against  the  continued  presence  in  the 
Canadian  capital  of  a representative  of  the 
French  government  of  the  day. 

The  unfreezing  of  the  French  assets  was 
followed  quickly  by  the  sale  of  the  block  of 
Famous  Players  stock  on  the  open  market  for 
about  $400,000,  the  vendors  being  described  as 
a “French  syndicate.” 

It  is  believed  that  the  cash  was  required 
for  the  operation  of  the  somewhat  ornate  resi- 
dence of  the  French  ambassador  in  Ottawa. 

The  sale  price  was  listed  at  $27.50  per  com- 
mon share,  which  was  lower  than  market, 
but  the  stock  quickly  jumped  to  $29  in  nor- 
mal subsequent  exchange  transactions,  indi- 
cating a resumption  of  firmness. 

Young  Circuit  Heads  Are 
Active  Social  Leaders 

ST.  JOHN — Two  young  circuit  executives 
are  active  in  young  men’s  organizations  which 
are  planning  enlargement  of  facilities. 

Gordon  Spencer,  general  manager  of  the 
F.  G.  Spencer  Co.,  is  chairman  of  the  mem- 
bership committee  of  the  YMCA  in  which 
his  father,  Fred  G.  Spencer,  was  active  many 
years.  The  YMCA  is  planning  a new  build- 
ing here. 

Mitchell  Franklin,  secretary  and  acting  gen- 
eral manager  of  Franklin  & Herschorn,  is 
devoting  considerable  attention  to  estab- 
lishment of  a recreational  and  sports  center 
by  the  Young  Men’s  Hebrew  Ass’n.  He  has 
been  a keen  advocate  of  such  a center  and 
is  one  of  the  honorary  presidents  of  the 
Dominion  YMCA  and  a past  president  of  the 
local  group. 


"Falcon  in  San  Francisco"  Spots 

Robert  Armstrong  and  Ed  Brophy  have 
been  inked  for  spots  in  RKO’s  “The  Falcon 
in  San  Francisco.” 
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TWTiss  Patricia  Dunn,  an  usherette  at  the 
Belsize,  a Famous  Players  house  here, 
will  be  seen  shortly  on  the  screen  in  the 
role  of  a starlet.  The  young  lady  who  made 
the  grade  in  a beauty  contest  not  long  ago, 
is  appearing  in  “Welcome  Home,  Soldier,”  a 
National  Film  Board  production  dealing  with 
repatriation  of  Canadian  overseas  warriors. 
Manager  A1  Sedgwick  plans  to  have  her  make 
personal  appearances  at  the  Belsize  during 
the  showing. 

Ben  Cronk,  a director  of  Canadian  Pic- 
ture Pioneers,  is  being  mentioned  as  suc- 
cessor to  the  late  Clair  Hague  as  association 
president  in  view  of  his  long  and  close  as- 
sociation with  the  former  Universal  repre- 
sentative in  Toronto.  Cronk  modestly  sug- 
gests, however,  that  the  logical  man  for  the 
post  is  Leo  Devaney,  general  manager  of 
RKO  Distributing  Corp.,  who  is  the  CPP 
vice-president.  It  looks  as  if  Ben  will  be 
appointed  to  the  vice-presidency  at  least 
when  the  executive  group  meets. 

A visitor  at  Famous  Players  head  office 
was  Gordon  Spencer,  Halifax,  son  of  F.  G. 
Spencer  who  is  head  of  the  F.  G.  Spencer 
circuit  in  the  maritime  provinces  which  re- 
cently became  allied  with  Famous  Players. 

Loew’s  at  London,  Ont.,  observed  its  25th 
anniversary  the  past  week  and  Manager 
Fred  Jackson  played  up  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis”  as  the  special  birthday  attraction. 

With  semi-religious  features  in  popular 
favor,  unusual  public  interest  is  being  shown 
in  the  come-back  of  “The  Garden  of  Allah,” 
a featured  reissue  of  Alliance  Films,  Ltd., 
Toronto.  The  picture  had  a nice  run  at  the 
Capitol  in  Kitchener  and  has  been  booked 
generally  throughout  Ontario. 

Jack  Sherwin  has  resigned  as  head  booker 
at  the  office  of  Warner  Bros,  to  go  into  a 
retail  business  of  his  own  in  the  Bloor  St. 
section  there.  Bill  McGuire  has  stepped  up 
to  head  the  WB  department. 


Lent  Makes  No  Dent 
In  Montreal  Trade 

MONTREAL — February  ended  with  first 
run  theatres  continuing  to  do  good  business, 
completely  unaffected  by  Lent  which  before 
the  war  kept  many  fans  away.  “Can’t  Help 
Singing”  finished  its  run  at  Loew’s  impres- 
sively and  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo” 
drew  the  young  crowd  to  the  Palace  and 
was  held  over.  “Dark  Waters”  put  in  a good 
second  week  at  the  Princess,  and  “Tall  in 
the  Saddle”  filled  the  Capitol  with  votaries 
of  the  outdoor  type  of  pictures.  At  the  Or- 
pheum,  French-Canadians  gave  good  pa- 
tronage to  “La  Rue  Oubliee,”  French  lang- 
uage version  of  “Back  Street.” 

Capitol — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO); 

The  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO) Good 

Loew  s — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk Big 

Orpheum — La  Rue  Oubliee  (WB) Pretty  good 

Palace — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

(M-G-M)  Held  over 

Princess— Dark  Waters  (UA);  Under 
Western  Skies  (Univ),  2nd  wk Satisfactory 

"Have  Not"  Far  Ahead  of  Holdovers 
On  Its  First  Run  at  Toronto 

TORONTO — “To  Have  and  Have  Not” 
brought  a rush  to  the  Imperial  against  hold- 
overs at  four  other  first  run  theatres  but  the 
fans  probably  would  have  flocked  to  see  it 
regardless  of  opposition.  “Meet  Me  in  St. 
Louis”  at  Loew’s  Yonge  Street  and  “The 
Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  at  Shea’s  continued 
firm  for  a third  week,  while  an  interesting 
boxoffice  angle  was  the  holdover  of  “The 
Fighting  Lady”  at  both  the  Tivoli  and  Eg- 
linton.  “A  Canterbury  Tale”  enjoyed  nice 
business  at  the  Uptown  on  dignified  adver- 
tising. 

(Average  is  100) 

Eglinton — The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  Sunday 

Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 90 

Imperial — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 125 

Lcew's — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk...  95 
Shea's — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  wk 90 

Tivoli — The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  Sunday 

Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 90 

Uptown — A Canterbury  Tale  ( B r . ) ; 

Reckless  Age  (Univ)  95 


The  Toronto  Symphony  Orchestra  under 
Sir  Ernest  McMillan  has  been  booked  for 
one  concert  engagement  March  23  at  the  Pal- 
ace, Odeon’s  ace  house  in  Hamilton. 

The  Toronto  film  colony  heard  with  sin- 
cere regret  on  March  2 of  the  death  of  Frank 
Leduc,  long  with  the  Montreal  branch  of 
Empire-Universal  Films,  in  charge  of  dis- 
tribution of  16mm  product  in  Quebec  and 
the  Maritime  provinces. 


Nova  Scotia  Show  Trade 
Hit  War  Peak  in  1944 

HALIFAX,  N.  S. — Paid  admissions  to  the- 
atres in  Nova  Scotia  numbered  12,602,417  for 
1944.  This  constituted  an  all-time  record. 
This  compares  with  5,703,301  in  1939  before 
the  war. 

A total  of  $385,352  was  received  by  the 
province  in  taxes  on  theatre  and  other  amuse- 
ment tickets  for  1944,  $9,084  higher  than 
1943.  The  1944  admissions  were  663,733  more 
than  in  1943.  The  board  of  censors  reported 
having  approved  2,250  films  during  1944; 
537  full  length,  and  505  short  subjects.  There 
were  64  theatres  in  operation  in  1944. 


W FIGURE?  don't  LIE ! 

At  ore  Theatres  P/ay 

f WAHOO 

W America's  Finest  Screen  Game 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  5.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


Business  Still  Spotty  at 
Vancouver  Theatres 

VANCOUVER — Business  continues  spotty 
among  first  runs.  “Can’t  Help  Singing’’  was 
the  leader,  doing  capacity.  The  second  week 
of  “The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  at  the 
Capitol  was  very  brisk.  “Doughgirls”  did  not 
live  up  to  its  title  at  the  Orpheum  on  a 
single  bill. 

Beacon — Faces  in  the  Fog  (Rep);  Gun  Smoke 
(Mono),  plus  vaudeville,  with  Johnny  Mack 

Brown  in  person  Good 

Capitol — Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

2nd  wk Good 

Dominion — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  moveover; 

Dark  Mountain  (Para)  Average 

Orpheum — Doughgirls  (WB)  Below  average 

Plaza — The  Gentle  Sex  (Br.);  Hi  Beautiful 

(Univ)  Moderate 

Strand — Laura  (20th-Fox),  moveover;  In  the 

Meantime  Darling  (20th-Fox) Good 

Vogue — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) Excellent 

Business  Continues  Good  With 
"Pirate"  Top  Draw  at  Calgary 

CALGARY — Business  continued  generally 
good  last  week  with  no  outstanding  first  run 
to  sip  the  daily  capacity  cream.  “The  Prin- 
cess and  the  Pirate”  was  top  draw,  being 
held  up  by  the  comedian’s  popularity.  At 
the  Grand  the  San  Carlo  Opera  Co.  played 
four  operas  in  three  days  to  excellent  busi- 
ness at  $3  top.  Two  lower  bracket  films 
played  the  last  three  days.  Advance  pub- 
licity has  broken  for  the  long  awaited,  “For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,”  held  back  in  Canada 
owing  to  ceiling  price. 

Capitol — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate 

(RKO)  Very  good 

Grand— She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ); 

Hi,  Good  Lgokin'  (Univ) Good 

Palace — Something  for  the  Boys  (20th-Fox). Good 

Palace — Secret  Mission  (English); 

Good  Night  Sweetheart  (Rep) Good 


VANCOUVER 


The  British  film,  “Waterloo  Road,”  has  been 
banned  by  the  war  office  for  exhibition 
to  British  troops,  it  was  reported,  be- 
cause it  deals  with  infidelity  of  a soldier’s 
wife.  The  film  has  not  been  released  in 
Canada. 

Capilano  Stadium,  home  of  baseball  and 
soccer,  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  week.  Dam- 
age was  estimated  at  $50,000.  It  is  not  likely 
the  stadium  will  be  rebuilt  until  after  the 
war  due  to  the  man  power  and  material 
shortage.  It  was  owned  by  a local  brewery 
concern  . . . The  Canadian  navy  show,  “Meet 
the  Navy,”  which  in  three  weeks  has  become 
“London’s  most  talked  of  musical,”  is  taking 
more  than  $22,500  weekly  at  the  London  Hip- 
podrome. All  cast  members  are  naval  per- 
sonnel from  Canada. 

John  G.  Brewer,  husband  of  Amy  Brewer, 
manager  of  the  FPC  Stanley  Theatre  here, 
was  awarded  a DFC  recently  . . . The  Bea- 
con here,  the  only  stage  show  theatre,  is  do- 
ing nice  business  with  cowboy  shows.  Johnny 
Mack  Brown  was  here  last  week,  followed 
by  Tex  Ritter. 

“The  Lifebuoy  Follies,”  with  some  of  the 
original  “dumbells,”  showed  to  four  perform- 
ances last  week  at  the  Lyric  to  nice  busi- 
ness. All  proceeds  go  to  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross.  It  will  be  in  British  Columbia  three 
weeks. 

In  the  drive  for  topflight  executivss  it  is 
reported  that  the  Odeon-Rank  circuit  made 
an  offer  to  Harry  Bearg,  western  division 
manager  for  Famous  Players,  who  declined 
the  offer.  No  successor  has  as  yet  been 
named  to  the  post  vacated  by  Haskell  Mas- 
ters, who  resigned  as  Odeon  general  man- 
ager and  president  of  Empire-Universal  . . . 
Another  interesting  development  within  the 
Nathanson  organization  has  been  the  appoint- 
ment of  Frank  Vaughn  as  manager  of  the 
British  film  division  of  Empire-Universal, 
which  is  to  be  expanded  in  association  with 
Arthur  Rank.  Vaughn  was  Vancouver  man- 
ager for  E-U  until  he  joined  the  air  force. 

Bob  Hope  and  Bing  Crosby  again  will  be 
teamed  up  in  a two-reel  subject  to  be  pro- 
duced for  Canada’s  Eighth  Victory  Loan.  Both 
stars  volunteered  their  services  for  the  film, 
which  is  to  be  produced  by  20th-Fox  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Hollywood  WAC.  Mar- 
shall Neilan  will  direct. 

Show  and  film  men  contemplating  visit- 
ing Vancouver  should  make  hotel  reserva- 
tions at  least  ten  days  in  advance,  as  this  is 
the  only  way  to  be  sure  of  a place  to  stay 
. . . Tommy  Backus  of  the  Kingsway  is  doing 
a dual  job  until  a new  manager  is  appointed 
for  the  Oak  Theatre,  newly  acquired  by 
Odeon  here. 

Sydney  Sampson,  Canadian  general  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  who  spent  the  last  week 
here,  left  for  a sales  meeting  at  Portland, 
accompanied  by  Jim  Patterson,  local  man- 
ager. An  international  celebration  will  be 
held  in  April  to  mark  the  30th  anniversary 
of  20th-Fox,  he  announced.  He  said  “The 
Song  of  Bernadette”  will  be  released  at  the 
Capitol  in  April. 

At  the  session  of  the  British  Columbia 
government  just  finished  no  new  taxes  were 
added  to  amusement  business  . . . The  Odeon 
circuit  boys  came  to  the  rescue  of  C.  C. 
Gentile,  manager  of  the  Lonsdale  in  north 
Vancouver,  who  lost  his  home  by  fire.  His 
colleagues  collected  $900. 


Burnette  Back  From  21 -Day  Tour 

Smiley  Burnette  of  Republic  has  recently 
returned  from  a 21 -day  tour  of  California 
and  Oregon. 
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MONTREAL 


WHAT,  NO  CURB  SERVICE? — Most  exhibitors  like  to  see  pictures  before 
buying  them.  Paul  Nathanson  of  the  Odeon  Theatres  of  Canada,  Ltd.,  goes  his 
fellow  showmen  one  better — he  likes  to  see  ’em  in  the  making.  Left  to  right:  W.  Ray 
Johnston,  president  of  Monogram;  Raymond  Hatton,  featured  in  “Flaming  Fron- 
tier”; Johnny  Mack  Brown,  star  of  the  production,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathanson. 


Trying  Sourkes,  Montreal  manager  of  Mono- 

gram,  was  injured  in  a motor  car  accident 
which  sent  him  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Hos- 
pital for  an  eye  operation.  Sourkes  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  distributors  on  Film- 
row  . . . There  is  considerable  interest  in 
Canada  in  a report  that  Sam  Goldwyn’s  visit 
to  the  United  Kingdom  is  to  study  the  pos- 
sibilities of  producing  a documentary  on  re- 
verse lend-lease. 

Jane  Harwell,  whose  work  in  “The  Grapes 
of  Wrath”  brought  her  an  award  from  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences, and  Lyle  Talbot,  leading  man  in  many 
Hollywood  films,  will  appear  with  Francis 
Lederer  and  H.  B.  Warner  in  a week’s  stage 
presentation  of  “A  Doll’s  House”  at  His 
Majesty’s  commencing  March  19.  The  Aus- 
tralian actress,  Dale  Melbourne,  will  take  the 
role  of  Nora,  made  famous  by  Bergner,  Ruth 
Gordon  and  Ludmilla  Pitoeff. 

Alan  Young,  Canadian  radio  comedian  who 
has  made  a hit  in  the  United  States,  is  go- 
ing to  Hollywood  in  August,  but  has  not 
revealed  his  plans  . . . Noel  Monks,  London 
Daily  Mail  correspondent,  was  told  by  Mar- 
lene Dietrich  in  Belgium  that  she  is  “through 
with  Hollywood  for  ever.”  She  added:  “After 
doing  nothing  but  entertaining  troops  for  14 
months,  I could  never  go  back  there.”  Her 
greatest  ambition,  she  revealed,  is  to  play  to 
Allied  troops  in  Berlin. 

Freda  Bayliss  rolled  128  and  285  to  take 
the  ladies’  high  single  and  three  in  the  As- 
sociated Screen  News  Bowling  League.  Jimmy 
Blackburn  rolled  148  for  men’s  high  single 
and  Art  Baxter  took  high  three  with  346 
. . . Columbia  is  making  a film  of  Toronto 
Maple  Leafs  hockey  team  of  the  National 
Hockey  League  in  action,  both  in  the  dress- 
ing room  and  on  the  ice.  A comment  from 
the  rival  Montreal  Canadians  was:  “Why 
didn’t  they  film  a good  team?” 

Various  local  societies  are  viewing  educa- 
tional films  to  illustrate  their  lecture  pro- 
grams. Amongst  documentaries  seen  lately 
were  “A  Visit  to  the  London  Zoo,”  “Wil- 
liamsburg and  the  Gardens  of  Charleston,” 
“Florida  Scenery”  and  a picture  of  the  pro- 
duction and  canning  of  Florida  grapefruit 
and  oranges  ...  A British  documentary 
which  will  come  here  pictures  St.  Paul’s 
School  with  Marshal  Montgomery  as  a pupil 
forty  years  ago. 

P/O  L.  M.  Bleackley,  former  Montreal  man- 
ager of  Perkins  Electric  Co.,  has  returned 
from  overseas  service  and  been  reassigned 
to  the  ferry  command  at  Dorval,  Que.  . . . 
R.  V.  Shale,  assistant  Perkins  Electric  To- 
ronto manager,  returned  to  the  office  after 
an  extended  trip  through  eastern  Quebec 
and  northern  Ontario. 

Passing  of  Showmen  Stirs 
Memories  in  St.  John 

ST.  JOHN — Frank  Urban  and  Kirk  Brown, 
who  died  recently  in  California  and  New 
Jersey,  respectively,  aged  84  and  75,  are  re- 
called by  many  oldtimers  in  the  Atlantic 
provinces.  A man  who  had  personal  contacts 
with  both  is  Morton  L.  Harrison,  St.  John, 
now  91.  He  led  the  orchestra  for  the  Klark- 
Urban  and  the  Kirk  Brown  repertory  troupes 
when  they  showed  at  the  Opera  House  here 
each  year  for  from  two  to  four  weeks. 

Urban  was  a scene  painter  ana  musician 
as  well  as  an  actor,  and  his  widow.  Dot 
Karoll,  was  a Klark-Urban  actress.  After 
splitting  with  the  late  Harden  Klark,  Urban 
led  his  own  troupe  on  the  road  for  several 
years,  usually  following  Klark-Urban.  The 


latter  pioneered  a troupe  in  Bermuda  and 
the  West  Indies. 

Brown  played  leads  in  his  outfit.  One  of 
his  female  leads  was  Marguerite  Fields,  who 
later  headed  her  own  stage  troupe  in  the 
northeast.  He  had  been  living  at  an  actors’ 
home  in  New  Jersey  for  several  years  before 
he  died  there. 

Harrison,  the  neat,  natty  and  vigorous  vio- 
linist and  orchestra  director,  continues  phy- 
sically and  mentally  active  at  St.  John. 

Jimmy  McGarrigle,  a film  exhibitor  in  pio- 
neer years  at  Liverpool,  Bridgewater  and 
Charlottetown,  and  a native  of  St.  John,  was 
advance  agent  for  Klark-Urban  for  several 
years  through  the  maritimes  and  Newfound- 
land. He  also  is  a very  lively  septuagenarian. 

Fans  Are  Right;  Sequence 
In  #My  Way'  Was  Changed 

TORONTO — Paramount’s  “Going  My  Way” 
attained  further  prominence  in  the  daily 
press  here  as  a result  of  a dispute  waged  by 
letter  writers  over  a sequence  in  the  picture, 
different  versions  of  which  were  reported  in 
Ontario  and  Quebec.  Some  claimed  that  Rise 
Stevens  appeared  in  a scene  from  “Carmen” 
accompanied  by  a large  chorus,  while  others 
swore  she  sang  “The  Bartered  Bride”  alone. 
Still  others  said  they  had  seen  both  versions 
of  the  picture. 

According  to  published  comments  from 
Paramount  Film  Service,  Toronto,  there 
couldn’t  be  two  different  sequences  but  the 
observant  fans  continued  to  claim  otherwise. 

It  developed  that  the  theatregoers  were  cor- 
rect because  a checkup  revealed  a second  lot 
of  prints  had  been  made  from  an  altered  neg- 
ative which  had  been  made  in  Hollywood  for 
foreign  distribution,  it  was  stated.  When 
more  prints  were  needed  to  meet  the  Cana- 
dian demand  for  bookings,  somebody  in  the 
studio  provided  the  second  and  foreign  nega- 
tive and  thus  the  two  versions  were  seen  in 
eastern  Canada. 

It  was  suggested  the  opera  sequence  had 
been  changed  because  of  a question  of  copy- 
right requirements  in  unnamed  foreign 
countries. 


Keenan  Wynn  Set  for  "Ziegfeld" 

Keenan  Wynn  is  scheduled  for  a role  in 
Metro’s  “Ziegfeld  Follies.” 


J.  J.  Chisholm  to  Manage 
The  ASN  Ontario  Branch 

TORONTO — President  Ben  Norrish  of 
Associated  Screen  News  has  appointed  J.  J. 
Chisholm  as  Ontario  branch  manager  to  suc- 
ceed Frank  O'Byrne,  who  recently  became 
directing  head  of  a Paul  Nathanson  project, 
Motion  Picture  Instructional  and  Educational 
Films,  with  head  office  here. 

Chisholm,  a graduate  of  the  Ontario  Agri- 
cultural College,  had  considerable  experience 
in  acting  and  technical  activities  with  Holly- 
wood studios  and  has  long  been  identified 
with  production  work  with  Associated  Screen 
News,  his  career  covering  20  years. 

O’Byrne  takes  to  the  Nathanson  organiza- 
tion a life-long  experience  in  the  film  indus- 
try which  started  with  Specialty  Film  Im- 
port, a Pathe  distributing  and  producing  com- 
pany in  Canada,  including  some  time  as  a 
Pathe  News  cameraman,  going  to  Associated 
Screen  News  a quarter  of  a century  ago  when 
Norrish  developed  that  company. 

Nathanson’s  new  company  will  have  a large 
studio  in  Toronto. 

"Handel"  Plays  an  Early 
Return  at  Hamilton,  Ont. 

TORONTO  — “The  Great  Mr.  Handel” 
played  an  early  return  engagement  at  the 
Palace  in  Hamilton,  a large  Odeon  house  in 
that  city,  thanks  to  the  unexpected  success 
of  the  first  run.  A feature  of  the  second  en- 
gagement was  the  presentation  on  the  stage 
last  Saturday  morning  (24)  of  a play,  “The 
Life  Story  of  Handel,”  by  the  Eaton  Players 
Club,  which  was  followed  immediately  by  a 
screening  of  the  picture.  The  stage  per- 
formance was  broadcast  over  a Hamilton 
radio  station. 

“The  Great  Mr.  Handel,”  which  has  been 
called  the  “sleeper”  of  the  winter  season,  had 
its  first  regular  run  here  at  the  Hollywood, 
ace  house  of  the  Allen  chain,  after  it  had  had 
two  roadshow  engagements  within  three 
months  at  the  Royal  Alexandra. 

Another  engagement  of  interest  was  the  re- 
playing of  “Thunder  Rock”  at  the  Hollywood 
after  it  had  gained  prominence  in  Canadian 
selections  of  the  “best  ten”  pictures  of  1944. 
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Seagoing  Films  Reach  All  Climes 


MONTREAL  — Seagoing  cinemas  of  the 
North  Atlantic  are  just  as  popular  as  land 
theatres,  even  if  sometimes  it  takes  two  men 
to  hold  down  the  projector  and  another  to 
keep  the  screen  steady  on  a rolling  sea. 

Few  theatres  anywhere  serve  a better  pur- 
pose than  the  makeshift  layouts  in  the  mess 
decks  of  175  ships  of  the  Canadian  navy  where 
16mm  copies  of  major  film  productions  are 
shown  in  all  weather  and  latitudes  from 
Halifax  to  North  Russia.  These  films  for 
naval  men  are  rented  by  the  Canadian  naval 
film  society,  a nonprofit  organization  run  en- 
tirely within  the  naval  service  to  provide 
naval  officers  and  ratings  with  film  enter- 
tainment wherever  they  may  be. 

Films  are  rented  by  the  ships,  and  at  sea 
and  in  remote  ports  they  are  passed  from  ship 
to  ship. 

The  film  society,  which  often  gets  new  fea- 
ture films  before  they  appear  in  any  major 
Canadian  theatre,  is  in  its  third  year  of  exis- 
tence. It  had  its  beginnings  in  1942  when 
some  officers  at  Ottawa,  who  knew  from  per- 
sonal experience  that  films  are  best  and 


easiest  form  of  recreation  for  sailors  at  sea 
and  ashore,  got  together  to  form  an  organi- 
zation after  similar  ones  in  the  U.S.  army  and 
navy  and  in  the  British  navy. 

Navy  men  on  ships  pay  five  cents  each 
for  each  film  they  take  to  sea.  This  assess- 
ment totals  approximately  $4  for  a mine- 
sweeper and  $10  for  a destroyer.  The  cost 
in  each  case  is  footed  by  the  ship’s  canteen 
fund  so  the  cash  out-of-pocket  expense  to  the 
man  in  the  lower  deck  is  nil. 

Ships  renting  a projector  from  the  society 
pay  a service  fee  of  $1.50  a man  spread  over 
six  months.  The  society  agrees  to  service 
and  insure  the  projector  for  the  remainder  of 
the  ship’s  commission. 

Ships  which  have  sufficient  funds  avail- 
able purchase  projectors  outright  for  $350. 

Ships  in  convoy  escort  groups  trade  films 
whenever  they  get  a chance,  and  when  they 
reach  a base  with  a distributing  depot  they 
trade  in  the  lot  and  start  with  a new  batch. 
A feature  may  start  from  Halifax,  wind  up 
on  a destroyer  in  the  North  Sea  and  then  be- 
gin a long  and  eventual  homeward  journey. 


Ontario  IEC  Marking  Time 
On  Federal  Rein  Threat 

TORONTO — The  Ontario  council  of  the 
Independent  Exhibitors  of  Canada  has  been 
marking  time  in  its  proposal  for  “strict  en- 
forcement” of  Dominion  government  trade 
regulations  applicable  to  the  moving  pic- 
ture business  and  for  “full  government  con- 
trol” of  theatres  and  exchanges  both  now  and 
in  the  postwar  period. 

Details  of  this  proposal  have  been  forward- 
ed to  the  officers  of  the  national  council  of 
independents  and  to  the  other  provincial 
branches  of  the  organization  with  a view  to 
holding  a general  meeting  of  unaffiliated 
theatre  leaders  to  prepare  a brief  for  presen- 
tation to  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board 
and  member  of  the  cabinet,  it  was  stated  by 
an  Ontario  council  source. 

The  program  of  the  organized  independents 
has  been  received  without  comment  by  other 
branches  of  the  industry,  including  the  thea- 
tre circuits  and  film  distributors.  The  latter 
are  apparently  waiting  for  a next  move. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Ontario  council  has 
provided  cooperation  with  other  theatre 
bodies  in  the  organization  of  a protest  cam- 
paign against  the  rumored  restoration  of  the 
ten  per  cent  amusement  tax  by  the  Ontario 
government.  A deputation  waited  on  gov- 
ernment officials  to  discuss  the  situation  but 
no  activity  is  being  pursued  by  the  exhibitors 
pending  developments. 


OTTAWA 


The  business  properties  on  the  main  street 
of  Smith’s  Falls,  Ont.,  owned  by  W.  Wax- 
man,  have  been  sold  to  a theatre  company  for 
erection  of  a second  house  there  after  the 
war. 

The  Capitol  was  preparing  for  the  opening 
of  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  when  the 
booking  was  postponed  to  Thursday,  April  5, 
Easter  week,  presumably  because  of  observ- 
ance of  the  Lenten  season. 

Morris  Stein,  eastern  division  manager  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  was  in  to 
confer  with  Ray  Tubman,  eastern  Ontario 
district  manager. 

“The  Great  Mr.  Handel,”  which  has  been 
causing  quite  a stir  in  other  Canadian  cities, 
has  been  booked  for  a special  run  at  the 
Centre,  Odeon’s  leading  house  here. 


The  "Kiss"  at  Winnipeg 

WINNIPEG— “Kiss  and  Tell,”  the  George 
Abbott  comedy  with  Vera  Tatum,  Walter  Gil- 
bert and  June  Dayton,  played  to  good  busi- 
ness here  at  the  Walker  for  a solid  week. 
Excellent  reviews  helped  business  along.  The 
show  was  presented  by  George  Hamilton  of 
Hamilton  Attractions.  Another  Hamilton  at- 
traction, the  San  Carlo  Opera  Co.,  com- 
menced a solid  week,  including  several  mati- 
nees, last  week. 


HALIFAX 


The  chief  hobby  of  Herbert  Pitts,  assistant 
A manager  of  the  Orpheus  here,  is  book  col- 
lecting and  reading.  He  has  assembled  a 
library  of  hundreds  of  books  which  he  adds 
to  almost  daily.  There  are  volumes  on  tech- 
nical subjects  as  well  as  fact  and  fiction.  As 
a result  of  reading  the  technical  numbers  he 
has  developed  into  somewhat  of  an  authority 
on  science  and  his  friends  and  relatives  look 
to  him  for  information  when  they  are  in 
doubt. 

The  selective  service  office  was  called  on 
to  supply  an  office  girl,  two  cashiers,  one 
doorman,  and  a half  dozen  usherets  in  a 
group  for  one  theatre  recently  . . . Famous 
Players  staffers  gather  at  Norman’s  restau- 
rant each  week  night  after  locking  up  to 
discuss  conditions  during  the  day  and  the 
outlook  for  the  morrow.  Regulars  at  this 
huddle  over  the  eats  are  Marty  Simpson  and 
Henry  Deveau  of  the  Capitol  and  Herb  Pitts 
of  the  Orpheus.  Deveau  was  transferred  from 
Sydney  to  Halifax  about  six  months  ago. 
Prior  to  going  to  Sydney,  where  he  was  a 
manager,  he  was  with  FPC  in  Ontario  and 
Quebec. 

Dan  Ross,  who  troupes  out  of  St.  John  with 
a program  of  pictures  and  a stage  show  in 
which  his  mother,  Laura  Ross,  does  character 
parts,  has  been  entertaining  service  men  at 
hotels  and  recreational  centers  here.  The 
mother  and  son  acting  alliance  is  believed  to 
be  the  only  one  now  trouping. 

Formerly  a tailor  as  well  as  a professional 
stage  performer,  Pat  Hanifen  finds  managing 
a theatre  “made  to  his  measure”  despite  the 
prevailing  headaches.  He’s  been  with  FPC  for 
about  11  years  and  is  at  the  Garrick  helm 
now. 


Music  Emphasis  Works 
Wonders  on  "Concerto" 

TORONTO — The  Toronto  film  trade  has 
witnessed  the  return  of  a British  picture 
under  a new  title  as  a roadshow  after  it  had 
played  a regular  engagement  at  a local  film 
theatre  with  moderate  success,  the  new  lease 
of  life  being  attributed  to  current  interest 
in  pictures  having  a music  theme. 

“Warsaw  Concerto,”  as  the  film  has  been 
renamed,  filled  a roadshow  engagement  at 
the  Royal  Alexandra,  Toronto’s  sole  legiti- 
mate house,  with  the  music  angle  emphasized. 
Previously,  it  had  played  the  Eglinton  as 
“Suicide  Squadron.” 

Riding  high  on  the  popularity  crest  is 
“The  Great  Mr.  Handel”  which  has  had  two 
runs  at  the  Alexandra  this  season,  an  extend- 
ed engagement  at  the  Toronto  Hollywood, 
Allen’s  ace  house,  and  repeat  runs  at  the 
Palace  in  Hamilton  and  elsewhere.  For  months 
that  picture  gathered  dust  on  the  vault 
shelves  of  a local  film  exchange  because  trade 
officials  and  exhibitors  were  actually  afraid 
of  it— until  Ben  Cronk,  veteran  showman, 
gave  it  a test  run  at  His  Majesty’s,  Montreal, 
with  appeal  to  high-class  patronage.  It  im- 
mediately “clicked.” 

The  answer  appears  to  be  that  the  public 
is  accepting  good  music  for  its  escapist  value. 

British  Hunt  Films  Showing 
Anti-Japanese  Material 

MONTREAL — So  good  an  opinion  has  the 
British  Ministry  of  Information  of  Canadian 
films  and  of  their  work  in  telling  the  Brit- 
ish about  Canada,  according  to  Alan  Obiston, 
official  of  the  ministry  interviewed  here  re- 
cently, that  the  BMI  plans  to  send  him  to 
Australia  soon  to  form  a unit  there  similar 
to  Canada’s  National  Film  Board. 

Obiston  came  to  America  to  gather  films 
and  material  about  the  Japanese.  As  a re- 
sult of  a month’s  trip  through  the  U.S.  and 
Canada  he  is  sending  back  500,000  feet  of 
film  which  will  be  made  into  anti- Japanese 
propaganda. 

“The  ministry  feels  that  the  British  tend 
to  forget  that  we  also  have  a war  to  be  won 
in  the  Pacific  as  soon  as  we  have  finished 
with  Germany,”  he  said. 

He  agreed  that  a good  proportion  of  Ameri- 
can films  give  the  wrong  impression  that 
the  new  world  is  the  land  of  the  cowboy 
and  the  redskins.  The  British  throng  to  these 
westerns,  he  said. 


CALGARY 

Two  European  war  veterans  returned  to 
their  jobs  at  the  local  exchanges.  Flight 
Sgt  Sam  Hapton,  discharged  from  the  air 
force,  who  got  his  old  job  of  advertising  and 
poster  clerk  at  Warner  Bros.,  and  Bill  Carver, 
also  from  the  air  force  who  returned  to 
20th-Fox  shipper  . . . Three  general  mana- 
gers from  Toronto  were  here  on  routine  visits. 
Sidney  Sampson  of  20th-Fox,  on  a flying  trip 
to  the  coast,  spent  two  days  here.  P.  J. 
Gould,  general  sales  manager  of  Regal  Films, 
was  en  route  from  the  coast.  A.  W.  Perry 
of  Empire-Universal  was  in  accompanied  by 
his  wife. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Cole  of  the  Cole  circuit  in 
•southern  Alberta,  was  on  Filmrow  booking, 
as  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  of  the  Roxy 
at  Rocky  Mountain  House  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  S.  Bernstein  of  the  B&L  circuit  in  the 
Maritimes  and  Maine,  spent  a few  days  in 
Edmonton  en  route  to  the  coast.  They  were 
visiting  two  brothers  of  their  partner,  Joe 
Lieberman. 


Given  a Top  Part  in  “Expendable" 

Ward  Bond,  Metro,  will  get  a top  role  in 
“They  Were  Expendable.” 
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SMGMTS 

Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


A Gag  Becomes  Popular  Stunt — 

Phone  Calls  of  Patrons 
Initiate  Laugh  Service 


Odd-Shaped  Marquee 
Helps  Sell  Bonds 

DETROIT — The  Alhambra  Theatre,  oper- 
ated by  the  Kilbride  & Hillier  circuit,  used 
some  unique  marquee  advertising  to  sell 
war  bonds.  The  house  has  a trapezoidal  mar- 
quee with  two  effective  sides  for  display  of 
coming  attractions. 

One  of  these  was  devoted  to  a large  de- 


sign of  a Jap  being  held  in  a huge  rat 
trap,  with  the  legend  “Help  Trap  a Rat — 
Get  That  Extra  Bond  Here.”  On  the  other 
side,  a life-sized  Statue  of  Liberty  was 
placed,  with  the  familiar  huge  bomb  of  the 
Sixth  War  Loan  right  on  the  marquee,  and 
the  slogan,  “The  Hit  That  Counts.”  Display 
was  designed  by  Manager  Paul  Field. 

Earl  Barry  Comes  Up  With 
An  Old  Showman's  Stunt 

LOS  ANGELES — Earl  Barry  of  the  West- 
wood  Village  Theatre  passes  on  an  old  show- 
man stunt  which  he  used  effectively  from 
time  to  time  with  satisfactory  results.  The 
idea  is  to  gather  up  all  the  old  purses  in 
theatre’s  lost  and  found  department,  pro- 
viding the  property  is  unclaimed,  and  plant 
them  on  prominent  street  corners.  When 
picked  up  and  opened  finder  reads  a type- 
written message  plugging  the  current  attrac- 
tion. 


State  Wide  Laugh  Week 

DES  MOINES — A statewide  “laugh  week” 
is  being  planned  by  Tri-States  promotion 
men  in  connection  with  two  pictures  which 
will  share  a double  bill  in  all  Iowa  Tri- 
States  A houses,  except  in  Des  Moines.  The 
pictures  are  “Practically  Yours”  and  “Noth- 
ing But  Trouble.” 


Jobs  Film  Ballyhoo 
Brings  Texan  Award 

Pat  Hudgins’  campaign  for  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment short  subject,  “What’s  Your  Name?”, 
at  the  Rialto,  Denison,  Tex.,  has  won  him 
the  “S”  award  for  superior  selling,  in  Besa 
Shorts’  Interstate  bulletin. 

Newspapers  carried  feature  stories,  ads 
were  dominated  by  special  copy  and  the 
Rialto  screen  carried  a trailer  listing  urgent- 
ly needed  workers  for  jobs  in  various  states. 
The  local  U.S.  employment  service  placed  a 
representative  in  the  theatre  lobby  for  the 
short  subject’s  appearance. 

Another  “S”  winner  is  Janelle  Ennis  of  the 
State  at  Mercedes  for  her  vigilance  in  search- 
ing for  newsreels  with  shots  of  local  boys  in 
the  service.  The  State  has  been  widely  ac- 
claimed for  showing  such  films. 


Bogart's  Post  Story  Tied 
Up  With  Film  at  Toronto 

Alert  showmanship  by  Glenn  Ireton  of 
Warner  Bros,  at  Toronto  made  effective  use 
of  Humphrey  Bogart’s  Saturday  Evening  Post 
story,  “I  Stuck  My  Neck  Out,”  by  tying  it 
up  with  Bogart’s  “To  Have  and  Have  Not” 
play  date  at  the  Imperial  Theatre  there. 
Posters  advertising  both  story  and  film  were 
emblazoned  on  the  news  agency  truck  deliv- 
ering Posts  throughout  the  area. 


Canadian  Bargain  Day 

SYDNEY  MINES,  N.  S.— The  Strand  here 
has  instituted  a Saturday  bargain  day,  pre- 
senting five  shorts,  including  news,  comedy 
scenic,  educational  or  novelty  films,  plus  one 
feature. 


NEW  YORK — With  the  opening  Wednesday 
(28)  of  “Bring  on  the  Girls,”  R.  M.  Weit- 
man,  Paramount  Theatre  managing  direc- 
tor, devoted  considerable  space  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  large  opening  day  newspaper  ads 
to  the  following  message. 

From  morn  to  midnight  the  New  York 
Paramount  >till  offers  the  best  2-for-l 
show  in  town! 

Because  of  the  edict  on  midnight  clos- 
ing, we  have  rearranged  our  schedule  for 
the  convenience  of  our  thousands  of 
friends. 

We  recommend  that  by  coming  at  5:00 
p.m.  or  before,  you  may  enjoy  a com- 
plete screen  and  in  person  show  at  the 


CLEVELAND — Omar  Ranney,  motion  pic- 
ture editor  of  the  Press,  started  it  as  a gag 
but  the  Cleveland  public  responded  so  en- 
thusiastically that  his  “laugh  service”  on 
“The  Princess  and  the  Pirate”  has  spread 
throughout  the  territory. 

The  idea  came  to  Critic  Ranney  during 
the  engagement  of  the  picture  at  the  Palace 
here  when  people  began  telephoning  him  to 
ask  what  were  the  punch  lines  in  the  final 
scene.  The  uproar  of  laughter  prevented  many 
from  hearing  them.  So  Ranney  inaugurated 
a service.  He  offered  to  answer  all  letters 
of  inquiry  with  a written  copy  of  the  final 
dialog. 

When  the  number  of  request  letters  reached 
1,000,  the  Press  decided  to  do  something 
about  it.  So,  for  the  second  local  run  of  the 
picture  at  Keith’s  East  105th  Street  Theatre, 
Peter  Bathory,  RKO  exploiteer,  Charles 
Schneider,  special  events  editor,  and  Rannery, 
pooled  their  enthusiasm  for  the  stunt  and 
sold  the  Press  editor  the  idea  of  printing 
(and  paying  for)  5,000  cards  with  the  famous 
“lost”  lines  and  distributing  them  to  pa- 
trons at  Keith’s  East  105th  Street  Theatre. 

Bathory,  with  the  aid  of  Alfred  Simon, 
manager  of  the  theatre,  erected  a 40x60  dis- 
play in  the  lobby,  announcing  the  “laugh 
service,”  and  the  Press  gave  the  story  a quar- 
ter page  spread.  Another  10,000  cards  contain- 
ing the  dialog  at  the  end  of  the  picture  are 
now  being  printed  for  use  at  subsequent  the- 
atres. The  stunt,  which  started  as  a gag, 
has  now  grown  to  the  proportions  of  a full- 
fledged  campaign  and  will  be  repeated 
throughout  the  territory. 


Extra  Selling  on  "Big  Heel" 

Blanche  Hatton,  Chief,  Albuquerque,  N.  M., 
used  space  in  all  ads,  program  cards  and 
lobby  displays  to  sell  “Sam  Squirrel’s  Big 
Heel-Watha”  short. 


matinee  price  and  still  have  ample  time 
to  enjoy  leisurely  a good  dinner. 

Or  should  you  desire  to  dine  early,  you 
can  arrive  any  time  before  9:30  p.m.  and 
see  a complete  screen  and  in-person  show 
before  curfew  time. 

This  was  the  first  advertising  announce- 
ment by  a Broadway  theatre  of  the  new 
“Cinderella  curfew”  schedule.  Among  other 
such  precedents  set  by  the  New  York  Para- 
mount was  the  explanation  in  newspaper  ads 
last  year  that  space  rationing  prevented  in- 
clusion of  enthusiastic  newspaper  reviews. 

The  ad  curfew  copy  as  it  ran  in  the  ads 
will  appear  in  a New  York  Paramount  trailer, 
and  in  a 40x60  lobby  display. 


Handling  the  Curfew  on  Broadway 
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Saturday  Cartoon  Show  Idea  Is  Used 
To  Aid  Midwest  Surburban  Trade 


DETROIT — Midweek  business  is  being 
boosted  at  the  Harper,  leading  east  side 
house  operated  by  the  Wisper  & Wetsman 
circuit,  through  a series  of  Kartoon  and  Kom- 
edy  Karnivals  booked  by  Manager  Phil  Zeller. 
He  is  using  an  idea  that  has  clicked  in  many 
houses  for  Saturday  shows,  and  adapting  it 
to  his  regular  weekday  patronage. 

Zeller  books  in  six  extra  shorts  for  his 
special  shows,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
double  feature  bill. 

The  secret  of  success  lies  largely  in  the 
timing;  the  show  starting  at  6:00  p.  m.  so 
that  it  clears  at  9:30  p.  m.  This  fact  is  widely 
advertised  in  trailers,  posters  and  other  media, 
and  parents  are  induced  to  bring  their  young- 
sters out  to  these  shows  on  the  Tuesday - 
Wednesday-Thursday  change,  usually  the 
weak  spot  of  the  week. 

By  ending  the  special  show  that  early  in 
the  evening,  and  still  allowing  the  usual  late 
show  for  other  patrons,  Zeller  is  able  to 
bring  out  a large  juvenile  audience  and  get 
them  out  of  the  theatre  in  plenty  of  time 
to  get  home  and  to  bed  at  a reasonable  hour. 

Bond  Sales  Records 
Build  Mailing  List 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.  Y. — A postcard  mailing 
list  compiled  from  war  bond  sales  records 
was  utilized  by  Mike  Stranger  as  part  of  a 
ten-point  promotion  campaign  for  “National 
Velvet”  at  the  State.  A thousand  cards  were 
mailed.  The  copy:  “So  you  think  you  can 
pick  a winner?  Prove  it  at  Loew’s  State. 
See  local  sheet  for  post  time.  ‘National  Vel- 
vet’ gets  away  five  times  daily.” 

Other  campaign  projects: 

Horses  names  on  wheel-spin  display  in 
lobby.  Donation  in  Red  Cross  container  en- 
titles patron  to  spin  of  the  wheel.  Indicator 
stopping  on  “National  Velvet”  wins  theatre 
ticket. 

Radio  quiz  program.  “In  what  M-G-M  pic- 
tures have  Mickey  Rooney,  Donald  Crisp, 
Elizabeth  Taylor  appeared?”  Guest  tickets 
to  first  ten  correct  answers. 

Hobby  horse  window  display  tieup  in  popu- 
lar kid  barber  shop.  Guest  tickets  to  kids 
with  film  stars  names. 

Valentine  display  in  downtown  florists 
shop;  25  window  cards;  “Sorry!  No  cigarets 
today!  But  you  will  get  keen  satisfaction 
in  seeing  M-G-M’s  “National  Velvet”;  de- 
partment store  hat  counter  display;  coopera- 
tive ad  with,  and  display  in,  drug  store, 
which  distributed  2,000  fan  photos;  displays 
in  library  and  book  shops,  and  use  of  re- 
verse side  of  fan  photos  for  catchy  copy  hung 
on  business  building  and  hotel  room  doors. 

J.  G.  Long  Circuit  Also 
Long  on  Showmanship 

The  J.  G.  Long  circuit  with  home  offices 
in  Bay  City,  Tex.,  comes  up  with  a novel 
envelope  stuffer  for  patron  mailing  lists. 
Headed  “Fine  Entertainment — 1945,”  the 
stuffer  copy  continues: 

“It  has  been  said  that  the  moviegoers  are 
the  backbone  of  our  nation  . . . Next  to  the 
church,  home  and  school,  the  theatre  is  our 
most  stable  institution.  The  average  Ameri- 
can is  one  who  appreciates  good  entertain- 
ment and  takes  his  wife,  children  and  friend 
to  the  movies  regularly.” 

The  stuffer  is  approximately  four  by  eight 
inches  and  is  printed  in  an  attractive  lav- 
ender, blue  and  silver. 


AN  EYE-CATCHER— In  the  Telenews 
Theatre,  Denver,  Ross  McCausland  rigged 
up  a world  air  map  indirectly  lighted 
in  a 40x60  frame.  On  16  small  plaques 
were  the  insignia  of  each  group  of  the 
air  force.  Colored  yarn  was  strung  from 
each  plaque  to  the  location  on  the  map 
of  each  unit’s  operating  base.  The  dis- 
play was  placed  near  a UP  teletype  ma- 
chine. 


Halifax  Juke  Boxes  Blare 
Songs  From  "Irish  Eyes" 

HALIFAX,  N.  S. — In  a hookup  with  district 
distributors  of  juke  boxes,  all  Wurlitzer  ma- 
chines were  filled  with  records  of  songs  used 
in  “Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling”  while  the  pic- 
ture was  being  shown  at  the  local  Capitol, 
regional  flagship  of  the  Famous  Players 
Canadian  circuit.  Stills  of  singers  and  scenes 
from  the  film,  plus  a notice  of  the  playing 
dates  at  the  Capitol,  appeared  on  cards  at- 
tached to  each  juke  box.  Business  was  so 
good  that  the  booking  had  to  be  prolonged 
for  three  additional  days. 

Bob  Roddick,  regional  FPC  manager,  and 
Marty  Simpson,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Capitol,  arranged  the  tieup.  Roddick  has 
his  office  at  the  Capitol  and  exercises  a 
supervisory  attention  over  that  2,000  seater. 
Helping  out  on  the  juke  box  affiliation  were 
Freeman  Skinner  and  Herb  Pitts,  manager 
and  assistant  manager  of  the  Orpheus,  also 
an  FPC  house. 

Increased  newspaper  advertising  was  used 
in  which  Irish  appeal  was  accented,  for  about 
half  the  population  here  is  of  Irish  descent. 
Two  broadcasting  stations,  one  of  which  was 
recently  established  as  a connection  with  two 
dailies,  were  used. 


In  Bathing  Beauty  Photo 

ALBANY — Herman  Ripps,  Metro  manager, 
was  photographed  by  the  Times-Union  pre- 
senting $300  in  war  bonds  to  Betty  Lou  Vand- 
low,  Gloversville,  winner  of  second  prize  in 
the  national  contest  conducted  to  exploit 
“Bathing  Beauty.”  The  Times-Union  co- 
operated with  M-G-M  on  the  local  promotion 
for  the  picture  when  shown  last  summer  at 
Fabian’s  Palace.  Miss  Vandlow  was  one  of 
27  finalists  selected  from  5,000  contestants. 


Frederick,  Md.,  Goes 
To  Dogs  on  "My  Pal" 

FREDERICK,  MD.— “My  Pal  Wolf”  first 
played  the  Opera  House  here  December  31, 
managed  by  Cyril  Mee.  The  audience  liked 
it  so  much  that  Mee  booked  it  again  for 
February  9 and  had  a packed  house.  More 
than  500  were  turned  away  in  one  day.  About 
a week  later  Mee  placed  an  ad  in  the  local 
paper  asking  if  the  people  wanted  to  see  it 
again.  Letters  totaling  203,  not  to  mention 
phone  calls,  flooded  his  desk  and  he  booked 
the  picture  again  for  March  2. 

For  his  third  showing  Mee  took  "My  Pal 
Wolf”  to  town  in  a big  way.  He  arranged 
with  leading  stores  to  “go  to  the  dogs.”  Win- 
dow displays  featured  dog  medicines,  dog 
foods,  equipment,  plaques,  books  on  dogs, 
and,  of  course,  “My  Pal  Wolf.”  A kennel  has 
been  built  outside  the  theatre  and  a dog 
show  was  held  on  the  stage. 

Pictures  of  Grey  Wolf,  a famous  dog,  were 
given  to  the  first  2,000  boys  who  saw  the 
picture. 

Special  Screening  Leads 
Off  'Emmanuel'  Campaign 

NEW  HAVEN — “Mr.  Emmanuel”  was  given 
a special  screening  at  the  Roger  Sherman 
for  clergymen  of  all  faiths,  prominent  busi- 
ness people  and  various  local  organizations. 
Handling  the  details  were  Edgar  Lynch,  man- 
ager; Dan  Finn,  district  manager,  and  Phil 
Engel  of  UA. 

The  Jewish  Center  cooperated  with  a fea- 
ture story  on  the  picture  in  its  weekly  pub- 
lication, and  recommended  the  picture  to 
its  entire  membership.  Inserts  were  made 
in  all  Jewish  periodicals,  and  several  types 
of  throwaways  circulated  in  drug  stores,  res- 
taurants, cigar  stores  and  hotels. 

Greta  Gynt,  female  lead  in  the  picture, 
was  featured  in  the  newspaper  advertising 
campaign  a week  in  advance  of  the  opening. 
Other  highlights  in  the  campaign  were  a 
strong  radio  spot  announcement  schedule 
over  station  WELT,  and  cooperative  ads  and 
window  tieups  with  leading  jewelry,  fur  fash- 
ions and  florist  shops. 

Friendship  Group  Aids 
"Rainbow"  Premiere 

MONTREAL  — The  Montreal  premiere  of 
the  famous  Russian  film,  “The  Rainbow,” 
was  held  here  recently  at  His  Majesty’s  Thea- 
tre under  the  auspices  of  the  Quebec  di- 
vision of  the  national  council  for  Canadian- 
Soviet  friendship.  The  film,  based  on  the 
Stalin  prize  novel  by  Wanda  Wasilewska, 
shows  the  life  in  a Ukrainian  village  under 
German  occupation. 

Preceding  the  premiere,  Lieut.  Col.  Urgel 
Mitchell,  officer  commanding  the  University 
of  Montreal  COTC,  entertained  at  a cock- 
tail party  and  buffet  at  the  officers’  mess  in 
honor  of  I.  Valenko,  first  secretary  of  the 
Soviet  embassy  representing  the  Soviet  am- 
bassador to  Canada;  Col.  N.  Zabotin,  mili- 
tary attache  to  the  Soviet  embassy;  Maj. 
Gen.  E.  J.  Renaud,  district  military  district 
No.  4,  commander,  and  other  officers  from 
this  city. 

At  the  theatre  the  guests  were  welcomed 
on  behalf  of  the  council  by  Jean  Lallemand, 
honorary  president. 


Aids  Competitor's  Bill 

MEMPHIS— Believe  it  or  not,  Howard 
Waugh,  manager  of  Warners  Theatre,  used 
12  inches  of  ad  space  in  local  newspapers 
to  praise  “Guest  in  the  House,”  a picture 
showing  at  Loew’s  State.  Waugh  had  tried 
to  book  the  film  and  failed. 
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Publicity-Garnering  Photos— Some  Interesting  Displays 


BEATING  THE  BROWNOUT— Not  recommended 
for  cold  or  rainy  nights;  otherwise  it’s  good.  Elstun 
Dodge,  operator  of  the  Elstun  Theatre,  Cincinnati,  took 
the  washroom  mirror  out  on  the  sidewalk,  caught  the 
rays  of  the  exit  light  and  reflected  them  on  the 
marquee  letters.  He  says  it  works.  Anyway,  he  broke 
the  front  pages. 


IT  WAS  IMMENSE — Bob  Weitman,  manager  of  the  New  York 
Paramount,  startled  his  patrons  with  a 60x20  foot  sign  at  the  top  of 
the  staircase  in  the  lobby  where  crowds  wait  for  seats.  It  was  put  up 
well  in  advance  and  was  part  of  a display  that  went  all  around  the 
lobby  in  frames. 


MAKING  FRONT  PAGES — Receipts  at  the  B&K  Varsity  in  Evanston,  111., 
prove  that  old  adage  about  what  you  can  expect  if  you  scorn  a woman.  Above 
are  seen  coeds  from  Northwestern  U.  who  are  toting  signs  advertising  their  re- 
sentment of  David  Bruce,  costar  of  “Can’t  Help  Singing,”  which  was  appear- 
ing at  the  Varsity.  Bruce,  a NU  graduate,  recently  said  that  coeds  there  are 
“the  homeliest  bunch  of  girls  in  the  world  before  breakfast.”  The  stunt,  by  Herb 
Lyons  of  B&K  and  Ben  Katz,  Universal,  made  all  front  pages. 


LIBRARY  EXHIBIT— Rare  books  and 
early  copies  of  Chopin’s  music  featured 
this  exhibit  in  the  public  library  at  Dallas 
in  advance  of  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at 
the  Palace.  Henry  Mossis,  southern  ex- 
ploiteer  for  Columbia,  arranged  this  and 
similar  exhibits  in  the  larger  department 
stores. 


INGENUITY  PLUS— Twelve  11x14 
stills,  a standard  bannerette,  a few 
cutout  letters  and  one  painted  sign, 
in  addition  to  the  books,  make  up 
the  window  display  below.  The  cost 
was  practically  nothing.  The  tieup 
was  arranged  by  Fay  Reeder  of  FWC 
for  the  Paramount  Theatre,  San 
Francisco. 


DISCS  AROUND  A “BOOK”— Jack  Mitchell,  man- 
aging director  of  Interstate’s  Majestic  Theatre,  San 
Antonio,  had  an  eye-stopper  set  piece  13  by  12  feet  on 
“Since  You  Went  Away.”  The  huge  book  idea  was 
surrounded  by  30-inch  blowup  discs  which  he  can  use 
interchangeably  on  other  attractions  to  follow. 
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LOW  COST  DISPLAY — Morris  Rosenthal,  manager  of  Loew’s-Poli  Theatre, 
New  Haven,  displayed  considerable  ingenuity  in  building  up  a window  display  for 
Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember.”  Practically  the  only  art  work  involved  was  the 
large  card.  All  the  other  accessories  came  from  the  exchange. 


A Typeoff  on  Strand 
Stage  Billed  as  Fun 

ALBANY — A capital  district  Typewriter 
Sweepstakes  was  staged  by  the  Strand  here 
for  “Roughly  Speaking,”  which  stars  Rosa- 
lind Russell  as  an  office  secretary.  A $25 
war  bond  was  offered  for  the  fastest  young 
woman  typist  in  the  sweepstakes.  Entries 
were  received  at  the  Strand  boxoffice  for 
five  days  before  the  opening.  Elimination 
trials  were  conducted  and  at  8:30  on  open- 
ing night  the  finalists  appeared  in  a “type- 
off” on  the  Strand  stage  to  determine  the 
winner. 

“We  are  not  trying  to  settle  any  great  is- 
sue,” Manager  Leo  Rosen  stated  in  a Knicker- 
bocker News  story  on  the  contest.  “We  are 
just  going  to  have  some  fun  picking  Albany’s 
‘Rosalind  Russell.’  ” The  story  was  illus- 
trated by  a two-column  cut  of  Miss  Russell 
and  a group  of  young  women  typists  in  a 
classroom.  There  are  a half  dozen  business 
colleges  and  a number  of  public  and  parochial 
high  schools  with  commercial  courses  in  the 
section. 


"Caballeros"  Open  Early 

HARTFORD — When  “The  Three  Cabal- 
leros” opened  at  the  Strand,  Manager  James 
McCarthy  opened  the  show  at  9 a.  m.  Satur- 
day for  the  first  time  in  over  six  months, 
and  ran  continuously  throughout  the  day. 
Lines  of  patrons  formed  almost  half  way  up 
the  main  stem. 


Lobby  Floor  Is  Utilized 
For  Bally  on  "Tokyo" 

Michael  Stranger,  manager  of  Loew’s  State 
at  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  used  everything  avail- 
able including  the  lobby  floor  in  a charac- 
teristically thorough  exploitation  on  “Thirty 
Seconds  Over  Tokyo.” 

The  lobby  floor  was  turned  into  an  eye- 
catching “billboard”  when  Stranger  laid  two 
sheets  on  it  and  covered  them  with  a trans- 
parent wax  paint. 

For  the  opening  of  the  picture  he  invited 
the  mayor  and  other  city  officials  as  well 
as  officers  from  the  nearby  army  base  to 
attend  as  guests  of  the  theatre. 

Three  thousand  color  photos  of  Van  John- 
son were  distributed  through  a local  drug 
store  and  similar  photos  were  awarded  to 
the  first  100  correct  answers  to  the  question, 
“In  what  M-G-M  pictures  have  you  seen 
Van  Johnson?”  The  question  was  broadcast 
over  radio  station  WFAS’  quiz  program  with 
the  theatre  getting  plugs  on  the  showing  of 
“Tokyo.” 

Managers  Collaborate  for 
"Parkington"  Campaign 

HALIFAX,  N.  S. — Arranging  a hookup  with 
the  largest  of  the  department  stores  in  be- 
half of  the  Capitol  booking  of  “Mrs.  Park- 
ington” were  Marty  Simpson,  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol,  and  Freeman  Skinner, 
manager  of  the  Orpheus,  also  in  the  FPC 
chain.  The  store  arranged  a lavish  display 
of  “Mrs.  Parkington”  millinery,  with  stills. 


Radio-Railway  Tieup 
Backs  Quiz  Program 

PORTLAND,  ME. — Harry  M.  Botwick,  the 
M&P  State  manager,  has  arranged  a quiz  pro- 
gram called  “Ride  the  Iron  Horse,”  held  from 
9 to  9:30  p.m.  each  Tuesday  on  the  stage. 
The  program  is  backed  by  a three-way  tieup 
with  the  Boston  & Maine  railroad  and  radio 
station  WGAN.  Cash  prizes  are  given  from 
$1  to  $20.  Now  in  its  fourth  week  the  pro- 
gram has  proven  very  successful.  The  stage 
motif  is  two  large  caricatures  of  locomotives 
with  the  contestants  sitting  in  the  cabs. 

"Canteen"  Placards  Used 
In  Huge  Buffalo  Stunt 

BUFFALO — A record  placard  campaign 
was  used  in  conjunction  with  the  showing 
of  Warners  62-star  musical  “Hollywood  Can- 
teen” at  Shea’s  Buffalo.  Following  is  an 
outline  of  the  coverage: 

Hundreds  of  Westmore  makeup  cards  were 
distributed  to  five  and  ten-cent  stores. 

Music  cards  were  placed  in  more  than 
two  dozen  stores  with  music  counters. 

“Hollywood  Canteen”  ads  imprinted  on 
thousands  of  chain  store  shopping  bags. 

“Canteen”  credits  printed  on  thousands 
of  paper  napkins  for  Kresge’s  lunch  counter. 

Bumper  strips  for  several  hundred  taxi- 
cabs. 

Window  cards  for  Decca,  Victor  and  Co- 
lum  record  dealers. 

Table  cards  with  “Canteen”  credits  for 
Childs  and  other  large  downtown  restau- 
rants. 

Large  posters  for  sides  of  20-odd  news- 
paper and  magazine  delivery  trucks. 

Beauty  shop  window  cards  featuring  Bette 
Davis  hairdo. 

Mailing  cards  to  all  Goodyear  and  Ipana 
accounts.  These  were  sent  by  radio-show 
sponsors  of  Roy  Rogers  and  Eddie  Cantor 
who  appear  in  the  film. 

“Hollywood  Canteen”  plugs  were  included 
in  the  “Safe  Travel”  series  of  the  New 
York  Central  railroad. 

More  than  a dozen  stores  arranged  at- 
tractive window  displays,  using  stills  from 
the  picture,  sheet  music,  records,  fashion 
tieups,  etc.  This  was  in  addition  to  the 
aforementioned  stunts. 

Five  Shops  Give  Window 
Space  to  Aid  "To  Have" 

BALTIMORE — Eight  leading  stores  here 
cooperated  in  the  advance  campaign  for  “To 
Have  and  Have  Not”  by  allocating  their  best 
windows  to  tieup  displays.  They  were  ar- 
ranged by  Rodney  Collier  of  the  Stanley 
Theatre. 

The  Read  company  used  30x40  blowups  of 
scenes  as  part  of  the  displays  in  five  of 
its  principal  stores,  including  their  shop  in 
the  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel.  In  addition  to 
window  displays,  the  May  company  had 
booth  displays  in  both  the  books  and  rec- 
ords department.  Fred  Walker’s  music  store 
and  the  Music  Center  also  devoted  consid- 
erable window  space  to  advertising  the  Bo- 
gart-Bacall  co-starrer. 

Collier  also  tied  in  with  Station  WITH 
for  radio  promotion. 


Rail  Torpedo  Flares  Atop  Marquee 


ST.  LOUIS— Wally  Heim,  UA  exploiteer  in 
this  area,  used  railroad  torpedo  flares  atop 
the  marquee  of  the  Missouri  Theatre  to  get 
around  the  brownout  regulations  when  “The 
Body  Snatcher”  opened. 

Heim  first  obtained  the  approval  of  the 
director  of  public  safety  and  promised  to 
pay  the  salary  of  a city  fireman  to  watch 
the  flares  as  they  burned  on  the  theatre 
marquee.  But  he  was  advised  that  wouldn’t 


be  necessary  if  a theatre  maintenance  man 
was  on  duty  while  the  flares  burned. 

With  Grand  Blvd.  almost  completely  dark- 
ened because  of  the  brownout  the  burning 
red  flares  grabbed  a lot  of  attention.  Flares 
last  for  about  ten  minutes  each  and  are 
easily  replaced. 

The  flares  do  not  violate  the  brownout 
regulations,  local  officials  ruled. 


Lucky  Heralds  on  'Victory' 

MERIDEN,  CONN.— For  “Winged  Victory,” 
Manager  Mollie  Stickles  of  the  Palace  re- 
ports she  had  two  ushers,  attired  in  military 
outfits  and  wearing  the  overseas  “Winged 
Victory”  caps,  distributing  down  town  ap- 
proximately 3,000  lucky  number  heralds  on 
the  film.  Free  admissions  were  given  hold- 
ers of  the  lucky  numbers. 
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Columbia 

Counter-Attack 

CAST:  Paul  Muni,  Marguerite  Chapman,  Larry  Parks, 
Harro  Meller,  Roman  Bohnen,  George  Macready,  Erik  Rolf. 
DIRECTOR:  Zoltan  Korda.  ORIGINAL:  Stage  play  by  Janet 
and  Philip  Stevenson,  based  upon  “Pobyeda”  by  Ilya  Ver- 
shinin and  Mikhail  Ruderman.  SCREENPLAY:  John  Howard 
Lawson. 

Paul  Muni,  Russian  paratrooper,  and  Parti- 
san Marguerite  Chapman  are  on  orders  to  get 
information  from  captured  German  officers. 
An  explosion  collapses  a building  they're 
searching,  trapping  them  in  the  cellar  with  six 
hiding  Nazis.  Muni  disarms  them  and  ques- 
tions each  relentlessly,  striving  to  identify  the 
officer.  For  hours  they  match  wits — the  Ger- 
mans ready  to  pounce  if  he  grows  weary. 
When  the  one  light  blows  out.  Marguerite  is 
stabbed  and  Muni  lights  a candle  in  time  to 
ward  off  death.  The  tension  is  climaxed  when 
one  German  (secretly  anti-Nazi)  indirectly 
aids  Muni  in  a clever  ruse  that  forces  the 
duped  officer  to  reveal  himself.  He  surrenders 
vitaf  information  just  as  rescuers  are  heard 
digging  overhead.  Triumphantly,  the  Nazis 
await  their  countrymen.  The  break-through 
is  made  and  Russians  pour  through  the  open- 
ing as  the  exhausted  Muni  collapses. 

Rockin'  in  the  Rockies 

CAST:  The  Three  Stooges  (Moe  and  Jerry  Howard  and 
Larry  Fine),  Mary  Beth  Hughes,  Jay  Kirby,  Forrest  Taylor, 
Gladys  Blake,  the  Hoosier  Hotshots.  PRODUCER:  Colbert 
Clark.  DIRECTOR:  Vernon  Keays.  ORIGINAL:  Louise 
Rousseau.  SCREENPLAY:  J.  Benton  Cheney  and  John  Grey. 

Moe  Howard,  overseeing  Jay  Kirby's  ranch 
while  the  latter  is  away,  picks  up  Curly  How- 
ard and  Larry  Fine  and  two  stranded  show 
girls  in  a saloon  and  brings  them  to  the  house 
for  a visit.  Unexpectedly  Kirby  arrives  home 
with  news  that  a prospective  buyer,  Forrest 
Taylor,  is  on  his  way  over.  Helping  to  get 
things  in  order,  Curly  and  Larry  accidentally 
let  the  cattle  loose,  but  everyone  suspects 
rustlers.  The  Hoosier  Hotshots  (cowhands) 
starting  a search,  find  Taylor  wnom  they  think 
is  the  rustler,  and  he  is  arrested.  Kirby  comes 
to  the  rescue  and  back  at  the  ranch  they  find 
the  girls  and  the  Hotshots  putting  on  an  act 
for  the  visting  New  York  producer  they've 
lured  to  the  house.  Midst  the  confusion, 
precious  mineral  is  found  on  the  land;  Taylor 
relents,  buys  half  interest  in  the  place,  and 
the  ambitious  entertainers  wind  up  with 
Broadway  contracts. 

Metro 

Twice  Blessed 

CAST:  Preston  Foster,  Lee  Wilde,  Lyn  Wilde,  Gail  Patrick, 
Jimmy  Lydon,  Marshall  Thompson,  Gloria  Hope,  Jean  Porter. 
PRODUCER:  Arthur  Field.  DIRECTOR:  Harry  Beaumont. 
ORIGINAL:  Mort  Braus  and  Michel  Kraike.  SCREENPLAY: 
No  credits  set. 

Raised  by  her  father,  easy  going  News- 
paper Man  Preston  Foster,  Lee  Wilde  is  a 
slick  chick — a 16-year-old  ball  of  fire.  But 
her  twin  sister,  Lyn,  is  the  direct  opposite. 
Reared  by  her  mother,  Gail  Patrick,  an  au- 
thority on  child  psychology,  she  has  had 
everything — but  fun.  Preston  and  Gail's  mar- 
riage ended  in  divorce  and  each  had  been 
awarded  one  of  the  girls.  In  order  to  see' Lee, 
Gail  takes  Lyn  to  Preston's  apartment.  The 
girls  decide  to  try  on  each  other's  clothes — 
even  re-do  their  hair.  An  argument  breaks 
out  between  Preston  and  Gail,  and  Gail,  rush- 
ing to  take  Lyn  home,  winds  up  with  her 
other  daughter  in  tow.  The  twins  decide  to 
keep  up  the  dual  masquerade  with  all  man- 
ner of  resultant  complications — climaxed  by 
the  happy  reunion  of  their  parents. 

Weekend  at  the  Waldorf 

CAST:  Ginger  Rogers,  Walter  Pidgeon,  Lana  Turner,  Van 
Johnson,  Robert  Benchley,  Phyllis  Thaxter,  Edward  Arnold. 
PRODUCER:  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  DIRECTOR:  Robert  Z. 
Leonard.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Sam  and  Bella  Spewack. 


looking  Ahead  at  Forthtoming  Pictures 
Now  in  the  Final  Production  Stages 


At  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel  a fabulous 
group  of  persons  spend  48  hours  that  amount 
to  a lifetime  of  romance,  tragedy  and  humor. 
The  story  revolves  around  four  of  them — 
Ginger  Rogers,  screen  star  who  has  had  no 
time  for  love;  Walter  Pidgeon,  famed  news- 
paper correspondent;  Lana  Turner,  lonely, 
ambitious  hotel  stenographer,  and  Van  John- 
son, air  ace  who  is  spending  his  last  week- 
end before  undergoing  what  he  believes  will 
be  a fatal  operation.  Ginger  and  Walter 
meet  in  her  apartment  while  both  are  avoid- 
ing autograph  seekers.  Their  attraction  is 
instantaneous,  but  neither  will  admit  it. 
Meanwhile,  Van,  desperate  for  a good  time 
before  he  enters  the  hospital,  invites  Lana  to 
dinner.  She  leaves  him  to  join  the  table  of 
a wealthy  promoter.  Before  the  night  is  out 
she  realizes  all  she  wants  is  Van's  love  and 
they  are  reunited. 

Paramount 

Kitty 

CAST:  Paulette  Goddard,  Ray  Milland,  Constance  Collier. 
Patric  Knowles,  Sara  Allgood,  Cecil  Kellaway.  PRODUCER: 
Karl  Tunberg.  DIRECTOR:  Mitchell  Leisen.  ORIGINAL: 
Rosamond  Marshall  novel.  SCREENPLAY:  Karl  Tunberg  and 
Darrell  Ware. 

In  London,  1783,  a waif,  Kitty,  (Paulette 
Goddard)  becomes  a model  for  a Thomas 
Gainsborough  painting.  In  his  studio,  she 
meets  the  impecunious  Sir  Hugh  Marcy  (Ray 
Milland).  Gainsborough  sells  the  painting  to 
the  wealthy  old  Duke  of  Malmunster,  who 
demands  he  meet  its  subject.  Hugh  promises 
to  arrange  this.  He  decides  to  make  a "lady'' 
out  of  Kitty,  who  will  wed  the  Duke  and 
save  Hugh's  tottering  fortune.  In  the  course 
of  her  tutelage,  Kitty  falls  in  love  with  Hugh, 
but  when  he  lands  in  debtor's  prison,  she 
marries  a wealthy  ironmonger  to  get  him 
out.  This  marriage  terminates  in  the  man's 
accidental  death,  which  leaves  Kitty  a for- 
tune. Subsequently,  she  marries  the  aged 
Duke,  whose  death  makes  her  one  of  Eng- 
land's richest  women.  Always  caring  for 
Hugh,  she  finally  wins  his  respect  and  love. 

The  Lost  Weekend 

CAST:  Ray  Milland,  Phil  Terry,  Jane  Wyman,  Howard 
Da  Silva,  Doris  Dowling,  Frank  Faylen,  Anita  Bolster.  PRO- 
DUCER: Charles  Brackett.  DIRECTOR:  Billy  Wilder.  ORIG- 
INAL: Novel  by  Charles  Jackson.  SCREENPLAY:  Charles 
Brackett  and  Billy  Wilder. 

Invited  by  his  younger  brother,  Phil  Terry, 
to  spend  five  days  in  the  country,  Aspiring 
Writer  Ray  Milland,  who  has  just  come  off 
a bat,  refuses.  Instead  he  uses  the  time  to 
go  on  another  binge.  Left  without  any 
money  for  drink,  he  resorts  to  petty  thievery. 
In  a night  club  he  tries  to  lift  a lady's  purse, 
is  caught  and  sent  to  the  alcoholic  ward  of 
the  county  hospital.  There,  the  male  nurse 
tells  him  he  is  an  incurable  drunk.  Milland 
escapes  from  the  ward,  forces  a liquor  store 
proprietor  to  give  him  a battle,  later  steals 
the  coat  of  his  girl  friend,  Jane  Wyman,  who 
has  long  made  sacrificial  efforts  to  help  cure 
him.  The  incidents  of  the  weekend  cause  Jane 
to  realize  she  no  longer  loves  him  or  believes 
in  his  ability  to  recover.  Thus  his  helpless 
addiction  to  drink  costs  him  everything  that 
he  wants  of  life. 

Republic 

A Sporting  Chance 

CAST:  Jane  Randolph,  John  O’Malley,  Edward  Gargan, 
Isabel  Withers,  Maxine  Semon,  Selmer  Jackson,  Robert  Mid- 
dlemass.  PRODUCER:  Rudolph  E.  Abel.  DIRECTOR:  George 
Blair.  ORIGINAL:  Paul  Gangelin.  SCREENPLAY:  Dane 
Lussier. 

Spoiled  Jane  Randolph  is  to  inherit  a pros- 
perous ship  yard  providing  she  can  prove  her 
ability  to  hold  a job.  Her  competence  thereto 
is  to  be  judged  by  the  yard's  manager,  John 
O'Malley,  whom  Jane  resents.  Under  an  as- 
sumed name,  the  heiress  takes  a menial  job 
and  goes  to  live  in  a boarding  house  where 


she  meets  a rough-and-ready  type  of  male 
who  falls  for  her.  But  in  due  time,  Jane  be- 
gins to  find  O'Malley  quite  attractive,  a fact 
which  makes  the  boarding  house  swain 
threaten  to  disclose  her  identity  which  he  has 
learned.  To  forestall  him,  Jane  says  she's 
playing  with  O'Malley  just  to  get  revenge, 
which  misinformation  the  jealous  rival  takes 
to  the  young  manager  and  the  two  men  end 
up  in  a battle  aboard  a ship's  deck.  During 
the  brawl,  a fire  starts  endangering  the  struc- 
ture, and  O'Malley  heroically  extinguishes 
the  blaze — thus  creating  a bigger  one  in 
Jane's  eager  heart. 

RKO  Radio 

Johnny  Angel 

CAST:  George  Raft,  Claire  Trevor,  Signe  Hasso;  Lowell 
Gilmore,  Marvin  Miller,  Hoagy  Carmichael,  Margaret 
Wycherly.  PRODUCER:  William  Pereira.  DIRECTOR:  Edwin 
L Marin.  ORIGINAL:  Novel  by  Charles  Gordon  Booth. 
SCREENPLAY:  Steve  Fisher. 

When  George  Raft,  merchant  marine  cap- 
tain, finds  his  father's  ship  adrift  off  New  Or- 
leans and  evidence  aboard  that  points  to 
mutiny,  he  tows  the  ship  to  port  and  tries 
to  enlist  the  aid  of  his  boss,  Marvin  Miller,  in 
solving  the  mystery.  But  Miller  is  too  busy 
worrying  about  his  faithless  wife,  Claire 
Trevor.  Alone,  George  sets  out  to  solve  the 
mystery.  He  finds  evidence  that  a French 
woman  was  still  aboard  when  the  ship  was 
brought  into  port.  He  traces  her  to  a cheap 
cafe,  learns  that  his  father  and  the  crew  were 
killed  during  a mutiny  led  by  a mysterious 
stowaway.  Eight  million  dollars  in  gold, 
stolen  from  Free  France,  a cargo  his  father 
was  deceived  into  taking  aboard,  had  been 
stolen  and  removed  by  the  mutineers. 
Through  a maze  of  clues,  George  traces  the 
culprit,  who  is  his  boss. 

Universal 

Night  in  Paradise 

CAST:  Merle  Oberon,  Turban  Bey,  Thomas  Gomez,  Ray 
Collins,  Gale  Sondergaard,  Jean  Trent,  Poni  Adams.  PRO- 
DUCER: Walter  Wanger.  DIRECTOR:  Arthur  Lubin.  ORIG- 
INAL: No  credits  set.  SCREENPLAY:  No  credits  set. 

In  580  B.  C.,  Croesus  (Thomas  Gomez),  King 
of  Lydia,  threatens  war  on  Samos,  a Greek 
island.  . The  free  men  of  Samos,  hoping  to 
avoid  battle,  send  their  wise  man,  Aesop 
(Turhan  Bey),  to  Croesus's  court.  When 
Aesop,  disguised  as  an  elderly  man,  eventual- 
ly wins  the  King's  complete  confidence,  De- 
larai  (Merle  Oberon),  Croesus's  betrothed, 
and  Croesus's  Chamberlain  become  jealous. 
They  plot  against  Aesop.  Aesop,  aware  of 
their  machinations,  arrives  for  a tryst  with 
Delarai  minus  his  disguise.  Delarai  falls  in 
love  with  him,  then  realizes  he  is  Aesop. 
Meanwhile,  Aesop  turns  the  trap  set  for  him 
on  the  scheming  Chamberlain.  To  prevent 
Croesus  from  making  war  on  his  people, 
Aesop  departs  leaving  Delarai  to  marry  the 
King.  But  Delarai  follows  her  love.  Against 
tremendous  odds,  Aesop  gets  a promise  of 
freedom  for  his  people,  and  also  wins  Delarai. 

Universal 

Romance,  Incorporated 

CAST:  Allan  Jones,  Grace  McDonald,  Vivian  Austin,  Ray- 
mond Walburn,  William  Haade,  John  Abbott,  Jack  Overman. 
DIRECTOR:  Reginald  LeBorg.  ORIGINAL:  Not  set.  SCREEN- 
PLAY: Not  set. 

Allan  Jones'  release  from  prison  breaks  up 
the  jail  choir  and  ruins  a possible  radio 
contract,  so  the  boys  plot  to  get  him  back, 
with  the  aid  of  Jack  Overman,  ex-convict. 
En  route  home,  Allan  meets  Raymond  Wal- 
burn and  Grace  McDonald,  heading  a stock 
company  which  he  is  hired  to  join.  In  town, 
Overman's  henchmen  rob  the  local  bank  and 
plant  the  money  in  Allan's  suitcase,  and  the 
latter  innocently  carries  the  swag  with  him 
when  he  joins  the  troupe.  Grace  learns  of 
Jones'  past,  and  her  seeming  distrust  almost 
forces  him  to  leave  the  outfit,  until  she  finally 
confesses  her  love.  The  situation  is  climaxed 
that  night  when  the  show  goes  on.  Over- 
man's boys  try  to  sneak  back  the  money  on 
orders  from  the  chief  who  regretted  framing 
his  pal.  At  the  same  time  the  sheriff  arrives 
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Opinions  on  the  Current  Short  Subferts 


IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


SHORTS  REVIEWS 


Heather  and  Yon 

Col  (All-Star  Comedy)  17  Mins. 

Fair.  Andy  Clyde  proposes  under  difficul- 
ties to  Isabel  Withers  and,  after  many  in- 
terruptions, is  accepted.  Before  he  can  lead 
her  to  the  altar,  Vernon  Dent,  a newspaper 
reporter  and  friend  of  Andy,  high  pressures 
him  into  pleading  guilty  to  a trumped-up 
murder  charge,  thus  serving  as  a decoy  to 
trap  the  real  killer.  Ensue  many  complica- 
tions, but  all  ends  well. 

Kickapoo  Juice 

Col  (Li'l  Abner  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Mediocre.  Mammy  Yokum  tries  to  liqui- 
date Dogpatch's  two  bachelors,  Lonesome 
Polecat  and  Hairless  Joe,  who  are  Li'l  Abner's 
ideals.  She  figures  that  Li'l  Abner,  once  his 
heroes  are  out  of  the  way,  will  succumb  to 
the  charms  of  Daisy  Mae,  whose  hopeless 
cause  Mammy  Yokum  sponsors.  Despite 
Mammy  Yokum's  successful  attempts  to  lure 
Polecat  and  Joe  away  by  hi-jacking  their 
hogshead  of  newly-distilled  kickapoo  juice, 
Abner  remains  indifferent  to  Daisy  Mae. 

She  Snoops  to  Conquer 

Col  (All-Star  Comedy)  18  Mins. 

Good.  Vera  Vague,  inquiring  reporter  in 
love  with  her  boss,  exacts  his  reluctant  prom- 
ise to  wed  her,  provided  she  can  catch  a 
notorious  Nazi  spy.  By  a series  of  amusing 
mishaps  she  unwittingly  enters  the  head- 
quarters of  the  espionage  ring,  aids  one  of 
its  operatives  to  steal  a valuable  secret  wea- 
pon and,  as  the  comedy  reaches  its  slap- 
stick crescendo,  rounds  up  the  gang  single- 
handed. 

Three  G.I.  Janes  in  Holly  w'd 

Col  (Screen  Snapshots)  10  Mins. 

Pleasing.  Three  service  women — a WAVE, 
a Wac  and  a Marine,  pretty  enough  to  model 

for  a recruiting  poster tour  the  bright  spots 

of  Hollywood.  En  route  they  meet  such  per- 
sonalities as  Chester  Morris,  Rudy  Vallee, 
Lum  'n  Abner,  Joe  E.  Brown,  Alan  Mowbray, 
Ken  Carpenter,  Jinx  Falkenburg,  Charles 
Laughton  and  Elsa  Manchester.  Following  a 
familiar  pattern,  the  reel  should  please  radio 
and  film  addicts. 

Woo,  Woo! 

Col  (All-Star  Comedy)  16  Mins. 

Mediocre.  Hugh  Herbert,  president  of  Why 
Worry,  Inc.,  tries  to  aid  a client  to  win  back 
her  husband's  love  by  playing  on  his  jealousy. 
The  play  becomes  too  rough  for  Hugh's  com- 
fort and  he  has  to  flee  for  his  life  from  the 
irate  hubby's  wrath.  A climax  is  reached 
when  Hugh  takes  refuge  from  the  jealous 
spouse  in  a tonsorial  parlor,  finds  the  bar- 
ber about  to  shave  him  is — the  husband. 

Gabriel  Churchkitten 

Para  (Technicolor  Noveltoon)  8V2  Mins. 

Fair.  This  reel  is  perfect  for  children,  but 
a little  too  naive  for  the  adults.  Gabriel  and 
his  little  pal,  Peter  Churchmouse,  try  to  de- 
vise ways  and  means  to  get  their  kindly  par- 
son to  feed  them.  Seems  that  the  parson  is 
addicted  to  sleep-walking,  and  inadvertently 
forgets  to  feed  his  pets.  With  the  help  of 
Trumpet,  a little  pup,  all  ends  well,  with 
Gabe  and  Pete  gorging  themselves  thor- 
oughly. 

In  the  Public  Eye 

Para  (Speaking  of  Animals)  9V2  Mins. 

Very  good.  Another  in  the  mirth  series. 


guaranteed  to  cause  deep  laughter  wherever 
shown.  The  interpolated  comments,  coming 
out  of  the  mouths  of  an  assortment  of  ani- 
mals, are  hilarious.  This  one  is  done  in 
newsreel  form,  and  each  gag  is  a delight. 
The  usual  chorus  ending,  which  gave  pre- 
vious reels  a sock  finish,  is  omitted  this 
time. 

Isle  of  Tabu 

Para  (Musical  Parade  Featurette)  20  Mins. 

Fair.  The  color  is  the  best  feature  of  this 
short.  The  plot  is  an  incongruous  mixture  of 
hokum  about  a beautiful  native  girl  consid- 
ered tabu  by  the  natives  of  a tropical  isle,  and 
of  her  marriage  to  a stalwart  young  man  who 
looks  like  a Princeton  graduate,  even  in 
Hawaiian  shorts.  The  tribesmen  beat  out 
Broadway  jive  on  the  tom-toms,  a chorus 
shakes  some  educated  hips,  the  tabu  gal 
blinks  her  eyes  archly,  the  hero  takes  the 
measure  of  the  villian,  and  the  audience  will 
husk  corn  in  liberal  quantities. 

Unusual  Occupations 

Para  (L4-3  No.  3)  10  Mins. 

Interesting.  Depicted  are  people  with  fas- 
cinating hobbies  and  occupations.  Among 
them  is  a talented  young  man,  who  at  the 
age  of  19  is  a mature  artist  in  carving  wild 
life  out  of  wood;  a California  man  whose 
hobby  is  collecting  clocks,  and  who  owns 
more  than  a thousand;  a railroad  tunnel- 
opener  who  has  been  on  the  job  for  40  years; 
a man  who  has  built  a complete  village  for 
children,  and  Zoe  Mozert,  who  is  her  own 
model  for  the  countless  pinup  portraits  she 
has  painted. 

Birthday  Blues 

RKO  (Leon  Errol  Comedies)  17  Mins. 

Amusing.  This  is  one  of  the  better  Leon 
Errol  efforts,  and  seems  certain  to  be  a reel 
relaxer  for  all  audiences.  Errol  has  no  peer 
as  a laugh  provoker  when  given  suitable  ma- 
terial, and  he  has  it  here.  A fur  coat,  bought 
fro  ma  fence,  proves  Leon's  undoing,  but  not 
before  he  stumbles  into  trouble  with  the 
blonde  across  the  hall,  her  husband  and  other 
sundry  characters.  Solid  enjoyment  will  be 
had  by  all. 

Flicker  Flashbacks 

RKO  (No.  4— Prod.  No.  54,204)  9 Mins. 

Hilarious.  This  reel  is  a gem  in  the  shorts 
field.  The  old-timers  in  the  beginning  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  take  a terrific 
ribbing  in  the  script,  which  crackles  with 
outrageous  fun.  Audiences  will  rock  with 
laughter  at  the  heavy  emoting  of  the  play- 
ers, and  there  is  one  lovely  lady  with  mourn- 
ful eyes  who  is  guaranteed  to  bring  down 
the  house  with  her  dramatics.  The  script 
makes  the  reel,  and  the  combination  of  corn 
and  sophistication  is  a treat. 

The  West  Coast  Question 

20th-Fox  (March  of  Time)  16  Mins. 

Excellent.  Generally  recognized  by  govern- 
ment officials  and  alert  citizens  as  one  of  the 
more  pressing  problems  facing  our  country 
in  the  postwar  period  is  the  question  of  what 
will  happen  to  the  vastly-inflated  populations 
of  the  west  coast  states.  It  is  agreed  that  most 
of  the  war  expanded  industries,  such  as  ship- 
yards and  aircraft  plants,  will  not  operate 
on  a wartime  scale  after  the  war.  How  to 
channel  the  thousands  of  workers  into  new 
activities,  since  many  of  the  transients  have 
declared  they  intend  to  remain  on  the  coast. 


Movietone  News  No.  52.  Capture  of  Manila 
News  of  the  Day,  No.  250:  Manila  captured 
Paramount  News,  No.  53:  Manila. 

Paths  News,  No.  55:  Manila 
Universal  News.  No.  37G:  Manila  conquest. 
Movietone  News,  No.  53:  Roosevelt  reports  to  Con- 
gress  on  Yalta  parley;  Americans  freed  from  Manila 
jail  hail  MacArthur;  conference  of  Americans  held 
m Mexico  City;  Hollywood  spotlight;  how  your  Red 
Cross  contributions  help  boys  in  Nazi  prisons. 


News  of  the  Day.  No.  251:  FDR  reports  on  Yalta: 
drama  in  Philippines — Santo  Tomas  prisoners  freed- 
Red  Cross  parcels  for  Yanks  captive  in  Reich;  first 
spring  thaws  send  big  ice  jams  on  rampage-  film 
stars  win  awards. 

Paramount  News,  No.  54:  Stars  in  news— top  de- 
signers get  style  Oscars;  3,700  civilians  treed;  FDR's 
Yalta  report. 

-1  7Pnn,he  News',  No;  S6:  FDR  reports  to  Congress; 
vMUU  captives  freed  from  Santo  Tomas;  open  confer- 
ence of  Americas— Mexico  City;  Geneva  Red  Cross 
aids  prisoners. 

Universal  News,  No.  377:  Santo  Tomas  prisoners 
liberated;  Red  Cross  on  job;  ice  jams  rivers-  flee 
fleet  contact;  FDR  calls  for  world  accord. 


All-American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  124:  Notables  honor 
Lincoln  s memory  at  Springfield,  111.— Col.  Roscoe 
oimmons  conducts  ceremonies  and  later  addresses 
the  House  and  Senate  in  joint  session;  pianist  aids 
music  appreciation  at  Knoxville  College;  All-Ameri- 
can News  signs  stars  for  streamlined  features;  Har- 
lem Center  welcomes  1,000,000th  service  man;  Louis- 
ville  negro  Catholic  Church  has  diamond  jubilee; 
Urban  League  of  Chicago  urges  "stay  on  job"- 
Bernays  trophy  presented  at  inter-racial  meet  in 
N.  Y.;  negro  hero  and  boy  he  saved  get  Purple 
Heart  citation. 


is  the  problem  dealt  with  in  the  film.  Though 
no  cure-all  solutions  can  be  offered  at  the 
present  time,  the  film  serves  an  excellent  pur- 
pose in  stimulating  the  best  thought  possible 
on  the  perplexing  problem. 

Bikes  and  Skies 

WB  (Sports  Parade)  10  Mins. 

Very  good.  Colorful  film  about  Florida  and 
its  winter  sports,  famous  the  world  over.  The 
short  shows  pretty  girls  and  their  sport  ac- 
tivities, such  as  swimming,  surf  skiing,  boat- 
ing, etc.  Its  famous  cypress  gardens  are  rep- 
resented throughout  the  short,  and  any  true 
nature  lover  will  enjoy  this  featurette  to  the 
limit. 

Congo 

WB  (Featurette)  20  Mins. 

Excellent.  An  intelligently  produced  docu- 
mentary, its  excitement  never  lagging  and 
containing  no  footage  that  might  upset  a 
queasy  spectator.  Kasanda,  an  old  inhabitant 
of  the  Congo  country  with  its  12,000,000  na- 
tives and  40,000  white  men,  tells  the  history 
of  the  territory  to  some  youngsters.  His  nar- 
ration includes,  and  the  film  shows,  tribal 
dances,  witchcraft  rituals  and  other  voodoo 
customs.  Contrasted  with  these  are  scenes  of 
modern  Africa — a vast  continent  slowly  but 
surely  doing  his  magnificent  best  in  the  win- 
ning of  World  War  II. 

The  Fella  With  the  Fiddle 

WB  (Blue  Ribbon  Hit  Parade)  7 Mins. 

Fair.  This  is  a story  about  grandpa  mouse 
who  gives  his  grandchildren  a nickel  to  di- 
vide among  themselves.  They  scramble  for 
the  coin,  and  the  money  is  lost.  He  then 
tells  them  the  saga  of  a wealthy  mouse  who 
begged  for  a living  and,  as  a result  of  his 
greed,  lost  his  life. 

The  Unruly  Hare 

WB  (Bugs  Bunny  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Excellent.  Bugs  Bunny's  tree-stump  home 
lies  in  the  path  of  a railroad  under  con- 
struction. Feeling  his  rights  are  being  neg- 
lected, our  hero  does  his  best  to  stop  the 
road's  progress,  only  to  be  continually  heckled 
by  Elmer  Fudd,  the  unruly  hare,  a surveyor 
for  the  company.  The  ending  is  hilarious. 
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Opinions  on  Current  Productions,  and 
ixploitips  for  Selling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


Hotel  Berlin 


Warner  Bros.  ( ) 


Drama 


98  Minutes 


Rel. 


Timely,  loaded  with  suspense,  produced  with  a strong  cast 
and  backed  with  an  outstanding  advertising  campaign,  this 
picture  ought  to  be  an  outstanding  boxoffice  attraction.  The 
story  is  right  up  to  the  minute,  with  the  principal  characters 
all  sensing  the  coming  doom  of  the  Nazis.  Even  as  the  story 
proceeds  the  panicky  Germans  have  to  hurry  to  the  air  raid 
cellars  from  time  to  time.  Practically  all  of  the  action  takes 
place  in  the  hotel,  refuge  of  Nazi  leaders  and  diplomats. 
Helmut  Dantine  is  an  invalided  soldier  suspected  of  defeatism; 
Raymond  Massey,  a general  accused  of  sharing  in  the  plot  to 
kill  Hitler,  who  is  allowed  to  kill  himself;  Faye  Emerson  is  an 
informer;  Andrea  King  is  an  actress  playing  both  ends  against 
the  middle,  and  Alan  Hale  is  a thieving  gauletier.  Peter 
Godfrey  directed. 

Helmut  Dantine,  Andrew  King,  Raymond  Massey,  Faye  Emer- 
son, Peter  Lorre.  Alan  Hale,  George  Coulouris. 


Sudan 

Universal  ( ) 


76  Minutes 


Melodrama 


Rel.  Mar.  2.  '45 


First  runs  and  key  neighborhood  situations  have  a valu- 
able piece  of  cinematic  merchandise  in  this  current  Maria 
Montez  vehicle  cast  in  the  mould  of  "Arabian  Nights"  and 
"Ali  Baba."  Magnificent  production  values  make  it  out- 
standing. While  the  story  itself  is  somewhat  lean  from  fre- 
quent use  it  is  adequate  to  hold  the  picture  together.  A 
natural  weekend  film,  it  is  equally  appealing  to  adults  and 
children.  The  story  concerns  the  king  of  an  ancient  realm 
contiguous  to  the  River  Nile.  He  is  mysteriously  killed.  His 
daughter,  Maria  Montez,  who  succeeds  him  on  the  throne, 
seeks  her  father's  slayer.  Suspicion  centers  on  Turhan  Bey, 
leader  of  a daring  band  of  escaped  slaves  with  whom  Miss 
Montez  later  falls  in  love.  The  real  slayer  turns  out  to  be 
George  Zucco,  the  late  king's  chamberlaisi.  With  Bey  exoner- 
ated, the  two  lovers  are  reunited.  John  Rawlins  directed. 

Maria  Montez,  Jon  Hall,  Turhan  Bey,  Andy  Devine,  George 
Zucco,  Robert  Warwick.  Phil  Van  Zandt. 


Comedy 


G.  I.  Honeymoon  F 

Monogram  ( ) 70  Minutes  Rel.  

That  time-honored  premise — the  constantly-interrupted 
honeymoon — which  has  been  the  basis  of  countless  comedies, 
herein  is  garbed  in  modern  khaki,  which  new  dress,  aided 
and  abetted  by  solid  production  and  adequate  performances, 
enables  it  to  gloss  the  stigma  of  formula.  While  the  film 
seldom  attains  hilarity,  there  is  a steady  flow  of  chuckles 
engendered  by  situations  and  dialog.  Resultantly  the  pic- 
ture is  amply  qualified  to  support  a strong  feature  in  the 
de  luxe  houses  and  can  serve  more  auspiciously  in  subse- 
quent situations.  Brunt  of  the  Thespic  chores  falls  uoon  the 
shapely  shoulders  of  Gale  Storm,  who  manifests  a flare  for 
comedy  comparable  to  her  growing  talents  in  dramatic  roles. 
She  portrays  the  army  wife  who  has  to  follow  her  new  hus- 
band through  several  escapades  before  the  honeymoon  starts. 
Directed  by  Phil  Karlstein. 

Gale  Storm,  Peter  Cookson,  Arline  Judge,  Frank  Jenks,  Jerome 
Cowan,  Jonathan  Hale,  Andrew  Tombes. 


Earl  Carroll  Vanities 


Musical 


Republic  ( ) 


89  Minutes 


Rel. 


Placing  more  accent  upon  story  than  is  usually  the  case 
in  filmusicals  of  its  type,  this  impressively-mounted,  strongly- 
cast  feature  easily  wins  appraisal  as  a success,  a valuation 
to  which  customer  satisfaction  and  exhibitors'  cash  drawers 
emphatically  should  testify.  The  screenplay  is  tinged  with 
originality,  heavily  laden  with  romance  and  sprinkled  with 
bright  comedy  situations  and  dialog.  Nonetheless,  there  is 
sufficient  weight  on  the  tune  side,  among  whom  Woody 
Herman  and  his  orchestra  will  be  sensationally  solid.  It's  a 
Cinderella  yarn  in  reverse.  Here  to  float  a loan  for  her  small 
European  nation,  a princess  of  the  blood  goes  overboard 
for  a young  play  producer,  jive  and  Americana  generally. 
She  deserts  royalty  to  star  in  the  lad's  show.  Joseph  Santley 
directed. 

Dennis  O'Keefe,  Constance  Moore,  Eve  Arden.  Otto  Kruger, 
Alan  Mowbray,  Stephanie  Bachelor.  Pinky  Lee. 


Comedy 
With  Music 


Eve  Knew  Her  Apples  F 

Columbia  ( ) 63  Minutes  Rel.  

Just  a nice  little  comedy  with  songs  to  fill  out  in  a spot 
where  an  exhibitor  wants  to  keep  his  audience  happy. 
Ann  Miller  has  had  better  roles  than  this  where  she  is  a 
radio  star  in  search  of  a quiet  vacation,  which  pains  her 
agent  and  her  publicity  man.  Taking  a bus  out  of  town  to 
avoid  them,  there  is  a pleasant  little  scene  when  she  is 
recognized  by  the  passengers.  There  “just  happens"  to  be 
a man  along  with  a guitar,  too,  and  she  sings  for  the  crowd. 
Tracked  to  her  hotel  by  her  business  associates,  she  jumps 
into  the  back  of  a newspaper  man's  car  to  avoid  them. 
William  Wright,  the  car’s  owner,  has  just  learned  over  the 
radio  about  an  escaped  murderess  known  as  the  "singing 
widow."  So  when  Ann  comes  out  from  under  his  raincoat 
and  after  some  small  talk,  starts  to  sing,  amusing  and  amaz- 
ing events  follow.  Will  Jason  directed. 

Ann  Miller,  William  Wright,  Robert  Williams,  Ray  Walker, 
Charles  D.  Brown,  John  Eldredge,  Eddie  Bruce. 


Docks  of  New  York 


Drama 


Monogram  ( ) 


62  Minutes 


ReL 


Those  mischievous  ragamuffins,  the  East  Side  Kids,  in  this 
particular  adventure  get  themselves  and  their  hearts-o'-gold 
involved  with  jewel  thieves,  foreign  agents,  royalty  and 
the  usual  assortment  of  shenanigans.  And,  to  keep  the  pro- 
cedure from  becoming  dull,  there  is  a murder  thrown  in  for 
good  measure.  But  it  all  adds  up  to  fast-moving  supporting 
fare  and  the  picture  is  equipped  to  do  the  same  yeoman 
service  as  its  countless  predecessors  in  the  theatres  where 
they  regularly  appear.  Showmen  in  such  situations  know 
what  to  expect  of  the  series.  The  current  installment  is  pro- 
duced on  the  same  scale  by  Jack  Dietz  and  Sam  Katzman 
while  Wallace  Fox's  direction  keeps  the  Kids  going  through 
their  prescribed  paces  at  a merry  clip.  There  is  a thread  ot 
romance  weaving  its  way  through  the  story. 

Leo  Gorcey.  Huntz  Hall,  Billy  Benedict,  Bud  Gorman,  Gloria 
Pope,  Carlyle  Blackwell  jr.,  George  Meeker. 


Mystery 

Drama 


The  Power  of  the  Whistler  F 

Columbia  ( ) 72  Minutes  Rel. 

Like  all  series  pictures,  this  must  stand  or  fall  by  com- 
parison with  previous  ones.  Frankly,  the  effect  obtained  by 
the  radio  use  of  the  particular  whistle  which  gives  the  series 
its  name  has  no  added  visual  effect  like  it  has  orally.  Richard 
Dix  plays  his  part  well  as  the  escaped  criminal-maniac  who 
suffers  amnesia  from  a head  blow  obtained  in  a slight  street 
accident.  It  is  hard,  however,  to  feel  the  plausibility  of  Janis 
Carter's  being  so  strongly  attracted  to  him  just  because  she 
found  death  twice  in  the  cards  for  him,  introducing  herself 
to  him  to  warn  him.  There  is  plenty  of  suspense  and  exciting 
action  when  he  is  stalking  her  through  the  woods  to  slit  her 
throat,  talking  soothingly  to  her  about  the  advantages  of 
dying  thus.  When  she  takes  refuge  in  a barn  and  kills  him 
with  a pitchfork  in  self-defense — well,  some  audiences  can 
take  it  and  like  it — others  can't.  Lew  Landers  directed. 

Richard  Dix,  Janis  Carter,  Jeff  Donnell,  Loren  Tindall.  Tala 

Birell. 


Ay  Jalisco  No  Te  Rajes!  F 


Melodrama 


Clasa-Mohme  ( ) 


125  Minutes 


Rel. 


An  entertaining  picture  about  a swashbuckling  hero  played 
with  gay  charm  by  Jorge  Negrete.  Also  a little  girl  in  the 
picture  captures  the  hearts  of  the  audience  and  Gloria  Marin 
has  Latin  beauty  even  if  her  role  is  somewhat  subdued.  The 
English  captions  are  helpful  to  those  unable  to  understand 
the  rapid  Spanish  dialog,  but  even  without  them  the  pic- 
ture's scenes  and  action  would  have  entertainment  value. 
There  is  a cock-fighting  scene  and  an  amusing  musical  num- 
ber where  rivals  (with  their  musicians)  serenade  under  the 
same  lady's  window,  tossing  the  guitar  back  and  forth  to 
accompany  improvised  verses,  ending  in  a fist  fight.  Previous 
revenge  killings  by  the  hero  are  spectacularly  accomplished 
as  he  pulls  out  his  two  guns  and  kills  five  at  one  draw,  earn- 
ing the  name  of  "machine-gun  chavo."  At  the  end  he  wins 
both  a horse  race  and  the  girl. 

Jorge  Negrete,  Chaflan,  Gloria  Marin.  Angel  Garasa,  Antonio 
Bravo,  Victor  Mendosa. 
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EXPLOITIPS 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES: 


"Hotel  Berlin" 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Earl  Carroll  Vanities" 

Plan  a stage  show  opening  night — revue  style — with  talent 
recruited  from  local  dancing  and  music  schools  and  tag  it 
"The  Tivoli  Vanities.''  Spot  a large  photo  of  Carroll  in  lobby, 
surrounded  by  life-size  cuts  of  the  film's  show  girls  and  top- 
liners,  and  over  entrance  tack  up  huge  sign — "Through  These 
Portals  Pass  the  World's  Most  Beautiful  Girls."  Get  your  local 
juke  box  agencies  to  feature  Woody  Herman  records  and 
tie  up  with  music  shops  to  display  his  selections  along  with 
stills  from  picture. 

CATCHLINES: 

Once  Upon  a Time  ...  A Beautiful  Princess  Came  to  Amer- 
ica to  Float  a Loan  . . . And  She  Floated  Right  Under  the 
Glamour-Hunting  Eye  of  a Famous  Impresario  . . . Thereby 
Hangs  This  Titillating  Tale. 

From  the  Top  Cream  of  Carroll's  Crop  of  Lovelies  ...  To 
the  Toe  Tickling  Tempo  of  Woody’s  Band  . . . Here  Is  Effer- 
vescent Entertainment  . . . With  a European  Beauty  . . . Who 
Dropped  Her  Cloak  of  Royalty  ...  To  Become  Queen  of 
American  Show  Girls. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Eve  Knew  Her  Apples" 

The  name  "Eve"  lends  itself  to  exploitation  stunts,  espe- 
cially in  combination  with  apples.  Through  one  of  the 
grocery  stores  a contest  might  be  worked  up  in  which  a 
bushel  of  apples  and  theatre  passes  would  be  given  to  the 
woman  who  submits  the  best  apple  pie  to  some  club  which 
holds  weekly  luncheons  (Kiwanis,  Rotary,  Lions,  etc.),  mem- 
bers to  be  the  judges.  Stress  the  fact  that  the  picture  is  light 
and  entertaining  and  has  some  good  song  numbers  in  it. 
Have  music  stores  display  copies  of  the  songs  used,  with 
window  cards.  Pass  out  an  apple  to  each  patron  coming 
into  the  show. 

CATCHLINES: 

She  Wooed  Him  With  Music  . . . She  Wowed  Him  With 
Glamour  . . . She  Won  Him  With  Romance  . . . Eve  Knew 
Her  Apples  But  He  Was  All  Mixed  Up  ...  He  Almost  Threw 
a Monkey-Wrench  Into  Their  Love  Affair. 

This  Eve  Wore  Silks  Instead  of  Fig  Leaves — But  She  Tried 
Tricks  on  Her  Adam,  Too  . . . Here's  the  Kind  of  Show  You've 
Been  Wanting  to  See — Not  a Tear  in  the  Whole  Script. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Docks  of  New  York" 

Conduct  a search  for  typical  "East  Side  Kid"  to  be  selected 
from  photos  taken  of  local  boys  in  ragamuffin  outfits.  Ar- 
range with  local  welfare  agency  to  have  special  showing  for 
underprivileged  children  and  tie  up  with  merchants  to  give 
the  small  guests  souvenirs  of  the  occasion.  If  there's  an 
organ  grinder  in  town,  have  him  in  your  lobby  grinding  out 
"Sidewalks  of  New  York."  Also  have  display  of  fake  gems 
with  caption:  "The  East  Side  Kids  Got  These  From  an  Inter- 
national Thief." 

CATCHLINES: 

The  Gang's  All  Here  . . . Those  Rough,  Ready,  Irresistible 
Rascals  . . . Setting  the  Pace  for  a Fast-Moving  Mow-'Em- 
Down  Mystery  . . . With  All  the  Punch  of  Past  Performances 
. . . Plus  a Million  More  Thrills. 

The  East  Side  Kids  . . . On  the  Right  Side  of  the  Law  . . . 
Tangle  With  Intrigue  and  International  Conspirators  . . . Who 
Meet  Their  Match  in  Those  Bold  Bad  Boys  . . . On  the  Docks 
of  New  York. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Ay  Jalisco  No  Te  Rajesl" 

You  do  not  need  to  try  to  sell  this  stressing  it  as  a Mexican 
picture — it  is  an  entertaining  picture  in  any  language.  While 
it  will  have  special  appeal  for  those  who  understand  Spanish, 
and  should  be  advertised  by  letting  Spanish  classes  know 
well  in  advance  when  and  where  it  is  playing,  regular 
patrons  should  find  it  a welcome  change  of  film  fare.  Ushers 
in  Mexican  costumes  and  sombreros  can  add  a festive  air 
to  a theatre's  occasional  showings  of  Mexican  pictures. 

CATCHLINES: 

Music,  Romance  and  Adventure  All  in  One  Picture  . . . 
Sensational  Street  Rescue  of  Her  Little  Niece  Brings  Him  to 
Her  Door  . . . Two  Caballeros  Under  Her  Window  in  Rival 
Serenade  Efforts. 

The  Best  Man  Won  Both  the  Horse  Race  and  the  Girl  . . . 
Singing  Like  You  Never  Heard,  Love-Making  Like  You  Never 
Experienced,  Shooting  Like  You  Never  Saw  Before. 


Remember  "Casablanca"?  This  is  another  picture  so  ex- 
traordinarily timely  that  the  headlines  of  the  daily  papers 
will  make  good  lobby  displays  along  with  the  unique  ads 
Warners  have  turned  out.  Paste  them  on  40x60  boards  and 
fill  the  frames  at  least  two  weeks  in  advance.  If  the  story 
had  been  written  yesterday,  it  couldn't  be  closer  to  the  known 
facts  as  they  are  working  out  from  day  to  day. 

CATCHLINES: 

Russians  Are  Getting  Nearer  to  Berlin  . . . Hurry  If  You  Want 
to  See  It  Before  It's  Destroyedl 

Hotel  Berlin  Cracks  and  Crumbles  . . . Nazi  Morale  Quivers 
and  Fails  . . . Arch  Criminals  Face  Retribution. 

Panorama  of  German  Collapse  Unfolds  As  the  End  Nears 
. . . Like  a Peek  Behind  the  Curtain  of  History. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Sudan" 

Arrange  an  atmospheric  display  for  the  lobby,  using  white 
beach  sand,  palm  trees,  blue  sky  and  a suggestion  of  a 
colorful  building  or  two.  Use  scene  stills.  Dress  up  a 
couple  of  men  in  costumes  of  the  Near  East.  Signs  with 
Arabic  type  furnishing  theatre  and  playdates  can  be  car- 
ried by  the  pair.  Title  cards  with  an  arrow  pointing  to  the 
theatre  can  be  tacked  up  on  poles,  fence  posts  and  old 
houses,  etc. 

CATCHLINES: 

Where  Desert  Raiders  Rule  . . . And  Reckless  Rogues  Ride 
for  Love,  Loot  and  Laughterl  . . . Where  Adventure  Lives  and 
Love  Rules. 

Thrills  as  Bold  as  the  Screen  Can  Hold  . . . See  the  Ter- 
rors of  the  Rack  . . . See  1,000  Wild  Horses  in  Thundering 
Stampede  . . . See  Desert  Nomads  in  Dangerous  Conquest. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  ”G.  I.  Honeymoon" 

Tie  up  with  lingerie  shops  and  department  store  for  win- 
dow display  of  filmy  "unmentionables"  and  other  trousseau 
items,  and  prominently  spot  suitable  caption  to  tie  in  with 
film  title.  For  lobby  have  huge  red,  lace-trimmed  heart  over 
which  is  poised  an  annoyed-looking  cupid,  and  post  stills 
of  Gale  Storm  and  Peter  Cookson  thereon.  Beneath  this  ar- 
rangement, set  up  a registration  book  for  soldiers'  wives 
or  early  wedders  to  sign.  Search  out  local  honeymooners 
who  are  stationed  at  nearby  army  camp  and  have  them 
as  your  guests. 

CATCHLINES: 

Every  Time  Love  Came  in  the  Door — So  Did  the  M.P.s 
. . . Until  a G.  I.  Bride  . . . Grew  Khaki-Wacky  . . . Planning 
Connubial  Bliss  . . . That  Was  Always  Blitzed  by  the  C.O. 

What's  Marriage  Without  a Wedding  Night?  The  Army 
Took  the  Honey  Out  of  Her  Honeymoon  . . . And  Left  a Moon- 
ing Bride  . . . Without  a Groom  ...  In  This  Careening  Com- 
edy of  Cupid's  Last  Stand  . . . Against  Invading  Uncle  Sami 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Power  of  the  Whistler" 

All  pictures  which  play  on  the  somewhat  morbid  interest 
human  nature  seems  always  to  have  had  in  mysteries  and 
crimes  should  be  exploited  in  spectacular  ways.  Get  a group 
of  boys  to  become  whistling  distributors  of  handbills.  But 
tell  them  to  be  sure  to  whistle  eerie  tunes — not  gay,  catchy 
ones.  Make  use  of  the  radio  popularity  of  the  series,  and  then 
Richard  Dix's  name  has  marquee  value.  Hire  someone  to 
tell  fortunes  with  cards  in  the  lobby,  to  each  one  who  can 
give  a good  imitation  of  the  "Whistler's"  whistle. 

CATCHLINES: 

She  Saw  Death  in  the  Cards  for  Him  and  Endangered  Her 
Own  Life  When  She  Warned  Him  . . . The  Victim  of  Amnesia 
at  First,  It  All  Came  Back  to  Him  Along  With  His  Criminal 
Desires  . . . Alone  With  a Maniac  She  Thought  She  Loved. 

It  Gave  Him  Pleasure  to  Kill  Small  Creatures,  and  He  Had 
Sworn  to  Kill  the  Man  to  Whom  He  Sent  a Poisoned  Birthday 
Cake  . . . Armed  With  a Pitchfork,  She  Defended  Herself  From 
His  Efforts  to  Slit  Her  Throat  ...  A Madman  Who  Was  Fiend- 
ishly Clever. 


The  Industry’s  Market  Plate  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


CLERRIflG  HOUSE 


• Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  sieei 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
iighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCK! 
& SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis 

IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY  HAND  OPERATED  AUTO- 
MATICKET  MACHINES,  three  unit,  $155;  four  unit, 
$185;  five  unit,  $210;  (plus  excise)  Johnson  Coin- 
meters,  $110;  Rear  shutters  for  Simplex,  $77.50;  Re- 
winders, $9.95  set;  Pressure  oilers,  $1.19;  Flame- 
proofed  screen  masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone  Wash- 
able soundscreens,  30V2C  ft.;  Beaded,  391/2C;  Steel 
core  curtain  cable,  5/16  inch,  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 

SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  becring,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $200 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300 — PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifters, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up— 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each- 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

COMPLETE  BOOTH  EQUIPMENT  for  sale.  Price 
reasonable.  P.  S.  STALLINGS,  Bowie,  Texas. 

WE  HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  EQUIPMENT  AVAIL- 
ABLE  FOR  QUICK  DELIVERY:  Two  Simplex  projec- 
tors, rear  shutters,  new  double  bearing,  five  point 
pedestal,  complete,  $760.  Two  Simplex  projectors, 
front  shutter,  single  bearing,  three  point  pedestals, 
complete,  $560.  Two  Ashcraft  Lo  lamps,  new  over- 
size reflectors,  meters,  Weaver  Dousers,  foot 
switches,  $225.  Two  Peerless  Lo  lamps,  new  oversize 
reflectors,  $175.  Two  LD  60  rectifiers,  three  phase, 
$189  each.  Six  steel  booth  tables,  new,  47  inches, 
$41.70  each;  60  inches,  $48.90  each.  Two  Goodall 
sound  heads  for  Simplex,  motors,  belts,  motor 
brackets,  amplifier,  $110  for  all.  Two  paid  Powers  6B 
mechanisms,  heavy  duty  gates,  upper  magazines, 
$220  pair.  Four  three-point  bases,  $60  each.  B-2124, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 

COMPLETE  SIMPLEX  BOOTH  OUTFIT  CONSTST- 
ING  PROJECTORS,  LAMPHOUSES,  LENS,  SOUND- 
HEADS,  MOTORS,  AMPLIFIER,  SPEAKERS  AND 
SOUNDSCREEN.  Rebuilt  and  guaranteed  one  year 
—$1,500.  Why  pay  more?  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 

BRENKERT  F2  COMBINATION  SLIDE  EFFECT  MA- 
CHINE, cost  new  $750,  closing  out  $265;  Advance 
popcorn  machine,  $98;  Handsome  candy  machine, 
$98.50;  l,0O0W  electric  heaters,  $7.95;  Roth  Actodec- 
tor  Suprex  generators,  rebuilt,  $397.50;  Forest  Twin 
65  Copper  Oxide  rectifier,  as  is,  $150;  Heavy  duty 
vacuum  cleaner,  $150;  Low  intensity  arclamps,  $75 
Ask  for  Spring  Bulletin.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18 

MUST  SACRIFICE — Two  portable  Holmes  movinq 
picture  machines;  projector,  amplifier,  speaker,  100 
foot  cord,  automatic  shutter.  In  A1  shape.  Ready 
for  summer  use.  First  $375  will  take  these  machines. 
Write  HAROLD  CARR,  Box  72,  Remus,  Michigan. 

FOR  SALE — Pair  Simplex  Acme  projectors  with  com- 
plete sound  system.  2,000  ft.  magazines,  pair  metal 
pedestals,  four  1,000  watt  lamps,  several  tubes  for 
amplifier,  and  rewinder.  Used  very  little.  A1  con- 
dition, ready  for  use.  Ted  Menze,  7411  Maple, 
Maplewood,  Mo. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 

AKELEY  SINGLE  SYSTEM  NEWSREEL  SOUND  re- 
cording camera,  modernized  WE  type;  filtered  fly- 
wheel; new  variable  intensity  galvanometer;  port- 
able amplifier;  two  1,000  ft.  magazines;  40/50/75mm 
Astro  f2.3  lenses  with  matched  finder  lenses;  fric- 
tion head  tripod;  12V  motor;  power  supply;  RCA 
50A  microphone;  all  new  cases  and  cables,  original 
cost  $10,000,  with  added  new  equipment  represents 
$13,000,  value  special  at  $6,995;  Duplex  35/16  re- 
duction printer,  $2,250.  Send  for  list  of  recordina  and 
laboratory-  eauioment,  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

PROMPT  SERVICE — Special  printed  roll  tickets, 
100,000— $16.40;  10,000— $4.95;  2,000— $2.50.  Each 
change  in  admission  price,  including  change  in  color, 
$2.00  extra.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000  miles. 
Cash  with  order.  KANSAS  CITY  TICKET  CO.,  Dept. 
9,  1819  Central,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 

AMPLIFIER  TUBES,  CEILING  PRICES:  EXCITE?, 
lamps,  photocells,  optical  systems,  prewar  service. 
RCA  30  WATT  PA  ARMY  surplus  amplifiers.  $95; 
Presto  two  speed  disc  recording  outfit,  $325;  Sound- 
man's complete  testing  outfits,  just  released,  $28.40. 
S.O.S.  CNEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  IS. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


HELP  WANTED 


500  SEAT  THEATRE — Good  shape,  rural  and  small 
town  patronage;  rich  agricultural,  oil  and  gas  dis- 
trict. Doing  good  business.  $8,500  cash  and  balance 
on  notes.  B-2148,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd., 
Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE — Lease,  business,  and  some  equipment 
on  a modem  de  luxe  354-seat,  second  and  third  run 
neighborhood  theatre  in  a Wisconsin  city  near  Mil- 
waukee, of  over  40,000  population.  Practically  no 
competition,  just  like  a town  by  yourself.  Price  is 
$8,000  cash.  Do  not  answer  unless  you  mean  busi- 
ness. Lease  still  has  eleven  years  to  run.  B-2149, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE — Nice  little  theatre,  280  seats,  irrigated 
valley,  no  competition;  $12,000  cash.  Will  pay  for  it- 
self in  three  years.  TEXAS  THEATRE,  Balmorhea,  Tex. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WILL  BUY,  LEASE  or  run  on  percentage — theatre 
in  small  town  in  eastern  Kansas,  Missouri,  northern 
Arkansas  or  Oklahoma.  Give  all  details  first  letter. 
B-2133,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo.  

HAVE  CASH  FOR  THEATRE  m Arizona,  Nevada 
southern  California,  Texas  or  New  Mexico — town 
2,500  up.  Must  be  profitable  ard  stand  rigid  in- 
vestigation. Advertiser  is  long  experienced  in  busi- 
ness and  strictly  responsible.  independent.  Write 
or  wire  full  details  which  will  be  neid  in  full  confi- 
dence. Address  B-2128,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt 
Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

THEATRE  WANTED — In  town  1,000  up — no  opposi- 
tion. Will  pay  percentage  of  gross  or  straight  lease. 
Send  all  details  in  first  letter  about  seating,  popu- 
lation and  average  gross.  B-2141,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

MANAGER  THOROUGHLY  EXPERIENCED  and 
operator  expert  on  sound  have  formed  partnership 
and  wish  to  lease  fully  equipped  and  running  thea- 
tre. South  preferred.  Write  giving  complete  details 
and  conference  will  be  arranged.  Parties  now  holding 
responsible  positions.  Address  B-2145,  BOXOFFICE, 
825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

WILL  LEASE  OR  OPERATE  ON  PERCENTAGE— With 
purchase  option.  1,500-25,000  population  in  western 
states  preferred.  Capable,  energetic,  P.  O.  BOX  13, 
Olathe,  Kg' 

WAR  VETERAN — Wants  to  buy  or  lease  theatre  in 
small  Pennsylvania  town.  Give  details.  B-2146,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  Citv  1,  Mo. 

WANT  TO  RENT  THEATRE  IN  SOUTH,  Write  B-2147, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 

PRIVATE  PARTY  WANTS  THEATRE— Town  of  1,700 
or  over.  Northwestern  New  York  state,  near  Albany, 
Syracuse,  Buffalo  or  Rochester.  Write  A1  Branigan, 
1234  32nd  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 

WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 

16MM  6,  35MM  SOUND  PORTABLES.  ALSO  WHAT 
HAVE  YOU?  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID.  B-2135,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  Citv  ],  Mo. 

BURCH,  MANLEY,  CRETORS,  ADVANCE  poppers. 
All  electric  machines.  French  fry  type.  KRISPY  KIST 
KORN  MACHINE  CO.,  120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6. 


WANTED — Good,  used  blower,  with  or  without 
motor.  YANCEY  THEATRE,  Normangee.  Te^as. 


REAL  ESTATE  FOR  SALE 

OWNER  RETIRING— Will  sell  because  oi  oae  We" 
diversified  income  producing  property;  ENTIRE  BUSI- 
NESS BLOCK— FIREPROOF  CONSTRUCTION,  now 
renting.  Post  Office,  Drugstore,  Pool  Hall,  Restaurant 
Owner  operates.  Thirty-room  hotel,  natural  hot  water 
baths;  picture  theatre,  liquor  store.  Reasonable 
terms  to  right  party.  CHAS.  F RUMBAUGH,  Pagosa 
Sirrinrrs,  Colorado. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 

STTAR  PHOTOS — 31/2x5t/2  inches.  Real  high-ciass 
photos  of  anv  movie  star,  $25  per  1,000.  Patrons  will 
rave  about  them  Remit  with  order.  Free  samples. 
BRAM  STUDIO,  306  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City  18, 
NY 

THEATRE  GAMER  WITH  GREATER  AUDIENCE  IN- 
TEREST. MORE  THRILLS  and  MORE  SUSPENSE. 
BINGO — $1.50  oer  thousand  cards,  No.  1 -75  die-cut. 
Buy  direct  from  LOUIS  KESSLER,  NOVELTY  GAMES 
CO.,  1434  Bedford  Ave.,  Brooklyn  16,  N.Y.  Manufac- 
turer and  printer,  servicing  exhibitors  exclusively 
for  over  12  years.  Various  other  aames  available. 

BINGO  CARDS — Die  cut,  75  or  100  numbers.  $22.50 
— lots  of  10,000;  smaller  quantities,  $2.50  per  thous- 
and. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller  Plaza, 
New  York  City, 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  neeaea  lor  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  lo:  ■ 

right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 

MOTION  PICTURE  MACHINE  MECHANIC.  Modem 
shop  on  west  coast,  plenty  of  work,  congenial  sur- 
roundings, union  conditions.  Must  be  good  all  arouna 
man.  Reply  in  confidence,  B-2136,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


MANAGERS  WANTED — Experienced.  References 
necessary.  Good  opportunity  with  well  known  cir- 
cuit. Write  RAY  SCHREIBER  CIRCUIT,  2615  Wood- 
ward, Detroit  1,  Mich. 


WANTED— TWO  DEPENDABLE  OPERATORS.  Excel- 

lent working  conditions,  permanent,  with  good  pay 
for  reliable  men.  No  one  employed  in  critical  war- 
time job  considered.  Airmail  full  particulars  immedi- 
ately to  STATE  THEATRE,  Big  Spring,  Texas. 

GENERAL  MANAGER  WANTED— To  take  care  of 
circuit  of  six  theatres  in  New  York  City.  Good  salary 
offered.  B-2144,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt,  Kansas 
City  I,  Mo. . 

OPERATOR  WANTED— AT  ONCE— Good  salary, 

short  hours,  must  be  sober,  reliable.  Permanent  posi- 
tion to  right  man.  No  drifters  wanted.  Good  town 
good  living  conditions  in  west  Texas.  PALACE 

THEATRE,  Lamesa,  Texas.  

EXPERT  PROJECTIONIST  WANTED:  This  is  an  un- 
usual opportunity  as  to  both  pay  and  working  con- 
ditions. In  good  big  town  in  Texas.  Could  also 
use  a man  who  can  operate  and  act  as  assistant 
manager.  Give  references  and  family  status,  no 
drifters.  Drawer  A,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood, 
Dallas  1,  Texas. 


WANTED — Theatre  manager  and  assistant  theatre 
manager.  F.  W.  Anderson,  ANDERSON  THEATRE 
CIRCUIT,  Morris,  111.  Phone— Morris  906. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

THEATRE  MANAGER— Fully  experienced  stage  and 
pictures  Best  -references.  Will  lease.  Washington, 
Oregon.  B-2130,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd., 

Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

MANAGER — Years  of  experience  in  theatre  work 
now  handling  ‘/two-  Will - consider  change;  must 
have  full . charge. of  operation,  booking  and  buying, 
can  handle  any  part.  Reference"' if  needed.  B-2142, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 

Mo.  

EXPERT  PROJECTIONIST—  Repairs.  General  mainte- 
nance. Assistant  manager.  Sober — reliable.  B-2150, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


500  HEYWOOD  WAKEFIELD  INSERTED  PANEL 
HEAVY  BACK,  BOX  SPRING  CUSHION  CHAIRS,  ex- 
cellent condition,  $5.95;  200  Irwin  inserted  panel 
heavy  back,  squab  cushion  chairs,  excellent  as  is, 
$4.75;  565  American  chairs,  recently  reupholstered, 
prewar  quality  leatherette  seven  ply  panel  backs, 
box  spring  cushions,  $7.50;  700  American  veneer 

chairs  three  ply  backs  and  seats,  reconditioned, 
$4.50;  Aislelites,  $2.97;  50-inch  good  quality  light- 
weight leatherette,  100  yard  rolls,  $1.25;  cut  lengths, 
j]  371/2  yd.  Wire  us  now,  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CO^P  New  York  18. 

THEATRE  CHAIR  PARTS  — Standards,  hinges, 
clamps,  seats,  backs,  bolts,  screws,  cup  washers,  tor 
all  makes  of  chairs.  Leatherette— send  samples  ot 
your  required  replacements.  CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART  844  S.  Wabash  Ave  Chicago  5,  111. 

400  IRWIN  STEEL,  rebuilt,  fully  upholstered  chairs. 
Metal  back  panel,  box  spring  seat,  metal  bottom 
board,  wide  wale  corduroy  back,  plastic  leatherette 
seat,  $8.50 — with  veneer  panels,  $7.75.  CEN1UKY 
SEATING  CO.,  360  West  4th  St.,  New  York  City. 

THEATRE  CHAIRS— 2,000— Used,  refinished  com- 
pletely spring  edge  cushions,  metal  bottom  boards; 
immediate  delivery.  Parts  for  all  chairs.  Squab  cush- 
ions only  25c.  STANLEY  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  1235 
S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 

Cretors,  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS, 1116  South  Michigan.  Chicago  5,  HI. 

BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS  — ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  KARMELKORN  EQUIPMENT, 
120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6,  111. 

FOR  SALE— Thirty  5c-Serve-Yourself  Popcorn  ma- 

chines, made  by  the  Sentinel  Company  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  $35.  POPCORN  TRADING  POST,  1116 

O*  . . X 1 ^ Q Til 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 

POPCORN  SEASONING— Bags— Boxes— Salt— pop- 

corn  machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  HI. 
FOR  SALE — Popcorn — larae  yellow,  $11.00  cwt.  J. 

OGELVIE,  Box  427,  219  Fourth  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
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BLESSINGS 

g 

N THE  past  month  two  emergency  orders  have 
been  issued.  First  came  the  brownout  order,  then  the  curfew 
edict.  In  both  cases  the  motion  picture  industry  came  through 
with  pledges  of  full  cooperation,  despite  hardships  caused  in 
many  places.  For  both  of  these  emergency  measures  the  cause 
was  given  as  need  to  conserve  fuel,  particularly  coal.  With 
spring  practically  here,  it  is  felt  that  these  orders  will  be  of 
short  duration;  but  the  realistic  approach  is  not  given  to  so 
much  optimism. 

In  some  quarters  it  is  believed  that  the  coal  conservation 
need  has  arisen  out  of  the  threatened  strike — again — by  John 
L.  Lewis's  United  Mine  Workers.  Too,  that  the  current  shortage 
is  in  part,  at  least,  attributable  to  the  two  previous  strikes  led 
by  Mr.  Lewis.  If  the  brownout  and  curfew  actually  do  con- 
tribute materially  to  the  saving  of  fuel,  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  these  orders  will  continue,  whether  or  not  there  is  another 
coal  strike,  to  build  up  a surplus  for  next  fall  and  winter. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  some  interesting  results  are  being 
evidenced  from  these  orders.  While  hardship  has  been  worked 
in  many  instances,  it  may  turn  out  that  the  brownout  and 
curfew  are  blessings  in  disguise. 

For  instance:  Many  theatres  have  found  the  after-midnight 
shows,  put  into  operation  at  the  request  of  army  and  navy  and 
local  war  plants,  to  be  unprofitable.  Theatres  operating  only 
a little  while  beyond  midnight,  especially  the  neighborhood 
houses,  have  paid  out  overtime  operation  costs  they  can  now 
curtail.  Downtown  theatres — and  suburban,  too — that  have 
tried  to  get  agreement  from  competitors  to  eliminate  double- 
featuring,  have  now  obtained  this  cooperation  readily.  Early 
tryouts  of  single  features  where  double  bills  previously  pre- 
vailed are  proving  successful.  The  better  pictures,  of  course, 
are  doing  the  better  business.  In  the  neighborhoods,  parents 
who  kept  children  of  school  age  from  attending  picture  theatres 
in  midweek,  because  double  features  kept  them  out  too  late, 
are  reacting  favorably  to  the  shorter  programs  that  run  only 
two  hours. 

Even  prior  to  the  curfew  order  theatres  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  first-run  downtown  and  subsequent  runs,  have 
been  experimenting  with  single  bills,  reporting  good  results 
where  the  product  has  shown  strength  to  stand  on  its  own. 
That  always  has  been  the  key  to  the  solution  of  the  dual- 
feature policy,  which  so  many  exhibitors  have  said  they  do 
not  want,  but  have  been  forced  to  follow,  because  of  (1)  prod- 
uct weakness;  (2)  extended  runs  causing  shortage  of  good 
product;  (3)  excessive  clearance;  (4)  competition;  and  some 
other  reasons. 

Elimination  or  reduction,  at  least,  of  double-featuring  may 
become  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  because  of  the 
raw  stock  situation  and  the  resultant  print  limitation  under 
WPB  regulations.  If  first  runs  broaden  the  use  of  single  fea- 
tures— especially  those  which  have  been  playing  two  top 
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attractions — earlier  availability  will  result  for  many  good  pic- 
tures. Long  runs  have  also  tied  up  secondary  feature  product 
in  the  dual  situations.  So  more  single-feature  policies  among 
first  runs  should  tend  to  greatly  relieve  the  tightness  of  all 
product. 

As  a result  of  the  freer  flow  of  features,  both  A and  B, 
what  is  now  a sellers'  market  can  become  a buyers'  market. 
Thus  pictures  won't  get  playing  time  just  because  there  is  a 
product  shortage.  The  better  pictures  will  get  the  bookings 
and  this  should  serve  to  stimulate  product  improvement,  grad- 
ually weeding  out  the  "filler"  type  of  feature. 

New  impetus  will  be  given  to  production  of  short  subjects, 
as  a result  of  a more  general  practice  of  single-featuring. 
This  will  give  renewed  variety  to  programs;  allow  more  ex- 
perimentation with  players,  ideas  and  types  of  stories;  expedite 
the  development  of  new  talent. 

Other  results  will  be  the  revival  of  showmanship  that  is 
built  on  selling  quality  instead  of  depending  on  quantity;  the 
story  market  will  not  be  run  dry;  the  public  appetite  will  not 
become  sated;  the  public  interest  in  the  motion  picture  as 
"the  world's  best  entertainment"  will  be  perpetuated. 

* * 

Experiment  Worth-while 

Warner  Bros,  are  making  a series  of  two-reel  dramas  with 
feature  names  in  the  casts.  This  plan  is  the  result  of  the 
success  of  the  first  of  these  dramatic  shorts,  titled  "I  Won't 
Play."  Known  names  of  players  that  have  appeared  in  full- 
length  features  are  being  used.  Thus  feature-billing  value  is 
being  created  for  these  shorts. 

Paramount  charted  a successful  course  last  season  with 
its  musical  shorts  made  in  Technicolor.  Many  alert  showmen 
merchandised  these  subjects  as  they  would  a second  feature 
and  with  good  results. 

M-G-M  has  produced  some  excellent  dramatic  shorts  in 
its  "Crime  Does  Not  Pay"  series.  Some  of  the  players,  started 
in  these  pictures,  have  become  feature  players;  several  of  mar- 
quee value. 

RKO  has  used  feature  names  in  its  two-reel  comedies 
starring  Leon  Errol,  who  is  himself  a player  of  feature  calibre. 
The  Edgar  Kennedy  comedies  are  another  example. 

Exhibitors  reluctant  to  change  from  double-feature  to 
single-feature  policies  may  find  in  the  above  and  other 
shorts  good  material  for  experimentation — and  solution  to  their 
problem. 


PuCae  Seafo 

Congress  and  Newspapers 
Chilly  to  OPA  Price  Move 

Unexpected  proposal  by  Administrator 
Bowles  for  film  theatre  ceilings  meets  cold 
response  in  Congress  and  unfavorable  edi- 
torial reactions  in  leading  newspapers. 


"Bowles  Should  Examine 
Film  Costs" — Goldwyn 

Producer  says  he’s  sure  OPA  administrator 
is  fair-minded,  but  that  he  should  look  up 
increased  levels  in  production  before  making 
statements  about  ceilings. 


Strike  at  Studios  Stymies 
Hollywood's  R.  C.  Drive 

Virtually  all  collections  halted  as  annual 
campaign  was  approaching  a successful  cli- 
max; meeting  scheduled  for  this  week  called 
off. 


Pledges  to  the  Red  Cross 
Hit  14,312,  a New  High 

N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national  chairman,  pre- 
dicts collections  will  surpass  last  year’s  by 
wide  margin;  estimate  only  1,137  houses  un- 
signed. 


Cincinnati  IEF  Attacks 
New  Checking  System 

Forum  calls  it  “a  play  to  deceive  one  into 
thinking  it  is  a move  in  interest  of  good 
business  rather  than  in  interest  of  further 
monopoly.” 


• • • — 

Screen  Freedom  Pledged 
In  Missouri  Basic  Law 

New  constitution,  voted  in  recent  election, 
sets  precedent  in  guaranteeing  films  same 
freedom  enjoyed  by  press,  something  long 
hoped  for;  never  attained. 


• • • - — 

Charles  R.  Denny  Is  Named 
Commissioner  of  the  FCC 

Washington  announcement  states  that  of- 
ficial, heretofore  in  the  post  of  general  coun- 
sel, has  been  named  to  a top  post  in  the 
organization. 


J.  Arthur  Rank  Expanding 
Into  the  Cartoon  Field 

David  Hand,  formerly  with  Walt  Disney, 
named  chief  of  department,  aimed  at  produc- 
ing subjects  in  color  for  children’s  programs 
in  Great  Britain. 


Harry  Novak  Appointed 
"U"  European  Manager 

J.  H.  Seidelman  picks  WB’s  former  Ar- 
gentine managing  director  for  post  held  tem- 
porarily by  late  Ernest  Koenig  after  George 
Canty  joined  state  department. 


HOLLYWOOD  LIKE  GHOST  TOWN 
AS  STUDIO  WALKOUTS  SPREAD 


Theatre-Closing  Threat  Lessens 

Hollywood — With  the  arrival  here  of  Richard  Walsh,  president  of  IATSE,  assur- 
ance was  given  the  producers  that  he  and  his  IA  unions  would  do  everything  possible 
to  supply  studios  with  the  skilled  workers  necessary  to  keep  production  rolling.  Re- 
sultantly  the  film  technicians  as  an  IA  group  returned  to  work  Thursday. 

A more  pressing  shortage  was  partially  overcome  when  electrician  members  of 
IA  local  728  took  over  the  work  previously  performed  by  juicers  belonging  to  IBEW. 
That  kept  the  generators  running,  without  which  all  production  would  be  stalled. 
Another  stopgap  was  established  when  members  of  the  IA’s  grips’  local  took  over 
some  of  the  work  normally  performed  by  striking  carpenters. 

Walsh  indicated  that  he  had  no  intention  of  calling  out  theatre  projectionists  so 
long  as  the  producers  continued  to  refuse  recognition  of  the  WLB’s  temporary  direc- 
tive that  the  screen  set  designers  be  the  bargaining  agent  for  the  set  decorators. 

Consequently,  the  producers,  despite  their  declared  intention  of  remaining  neu- 
tral in  the  jurisdictional  fight,  seem  to  have  become  tacitly  allied  with  IATSE,  while 
SPU  groups  and  their  sympathizers  are  aligned  on  the  other  side  of  the  issue.  Some 
additional  slight  strength  was  marshalled  by  the  strikers  to  offset  losses  on  the  other 
fronts  when  the  culinary  workers’  union  decided  to  walk  out,  thereby  closing  all 
studio  restaurants. 

From  New  York  Walsh  had  sent  this  telegram  to  all  affiliated  unions  through  the 
U.S.,  which,  if  the  strike  call  is  made,  would  paralyze  in  a matter  of  hours  all  film 
exhibition  of  Hollywood-made  product: 

“Because  of  the  coercive  methods  of  the  painters’  local  and  tolerant  submission 
to  such  methods  by  various  government  agencies,  and  for  the  protection  of  IATSE  as 
a whole,  you  are  instructed  to  have  your  members  stand  by  for  an  order  to  stop 
handling  or  exhibiting  any  motion  pictures  made  by  any  west  coast  producers.” 


Strike  of  the  Set  Decorators 
Involves  Other  Unions; 

Up  to  20,000  Are  Out 

By  IVAN  SPEAR 

HOLLYWOOD — At  midweek  Hollywood  was 
becoming  something  of  a ghost  town  as  the 
long-threatened  strike  of  set  decorators, 
which  went  into  effect  Monday  morning,  con- 
tinued to  spread  through  other  crafts  and 
guilds. 

It  was  the  most  serious  studio  strike  in  ten 
years  and  in  many  ways  the  most  confusing — 
confusing  to  the  strikers  themselves,  to  the 
producers  and  to  the  film  capital  generally. 

Because  of  such  confusion  and  the  constant 
shifting  of  policy  and  action  on  the  part  of 
many  of  the  unions  affected  the  stop  and  go 
work  on  various  lots,  only  estimates  were 
possible  as  to  how  the  walkout  had  affected 
operations.  Calculations  placed  the  number 
of  workers  who  were  out  at  between  18,000 
and  20,000.  Production  was  estimated  as  be- 
ing slowed  between  60  and  75  per  cent. 

Grew  Out  of  Jurisdictional  Fight 

It  all  grew  out  of  the  jurisdictional  fight 
over  the  set  decorators;  and  the  fact  that 
these  workers  total  just  a few  over  70  persons 
at  all  of  the  studios  tended  to  make  the 
spreading  walkout  all  the  more  noteworthy. 

Jurisdiction  over  the  decorators  had  been 
claimed  by  two  organizations,  both  AFofL 
unions:  Screen  Set  Designers,  Locai  1421,  af- 
filiated with  the  Conference  of  Studio  Unions, 
and  the  Affiliated  Property  Craftsmen,  Local 
44,  affiliated  with  the  International  Alliance 
of  Theatrical  Stage  Employes.  The  contro- 
versy had  been  referred  to  the  War  Labor 
Board  and  was  assigned  to  Thomas  Tongue 
for  arbitration.  Arbitrator  Tongue  made  a 
temporary  award  to  the  set  designers,  but 
ruled  that  final  decision  as  to  jurisdiction 
would  have  to  come  through  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board.  Immediately  the 
IATSE  appealed  from  the  decision  to  NLRB, 
asked  for  a ruling  and  itself  threatened  to 
call  a strike  if  the  producers  dealt  with  the 
SSD  because  of  the  temporary  ruling.  The 
producers,  thus  being  in  the  middle  of  two 
strike  threats,  declined  to  bargain  with  SSD 
and  also  appealed  to  NLRB  for  a ruling. 

NLRB  was  scheduled  to  commence  hearings 
on  the  issue  on  Monday  morning.  On  Sunday 
night,  SSD  called  a labor  mass  meeting  which 
was  attended  by  members  of  most  of  the 
unions  with  which  it  is  affiliated  in  the  CSU. 
It  was  then  that  the  strike  was  voted. 

Picket  Lines  Established 

Picket  lines  were  established  early  Monday 
morning  at  all  of  the  studios  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Walt  Disney,  PRC  and  Monogram 
which  three  studios  had  previously  agreed  to 
deal  with  SSD.  Unionists,  members  of  other 
CSU  groups,  refused  to  pass  through  SSD’s 
picket  lines  which  immediately  knocked  out 
an  estimated  10,000  to  12,000  studio  workers. 
They  included  painters,  cartoonists,  carpen- 
ters, machinists,  etc. 

Then  came  a paradoxical  situation.  Rich- 
ard Walsh,  president  of  IATSE,  through  his 
local  officers,  instructed  members  of  IATSE 
unions  to  ignore  the  SSD-CSU  picket  lines, 
despite  which  several  IATSE  groups  voted  to 
go  out  in  sympathy.  Probably  most  impor- 
tant among  them  were  the  electricians,  mem- 
bers of  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Elec- 
trical Workers,  Local  40,  IATSE.  It  was  the 


absence  of  these  workers  which,  more  than 
anything  else,  stalled  production  during  the 
strike’s  first  two  days.  Without  the  elec- 
tricians the  generators  could  not  be  started 
and  without  generators,  there  could  be  no 
shooting  of  pictures.  Some  studios  managed 
to  get  their  power  functioning  on  makeshift 
arrangements  and  consequently  some  scat- 
tered production  was  carried  on. 

Strike  Extension  Seems  Unavoidable 

That  the  strike  would  grow  before  a set- 
tlement was  effected  seemed  unavoidable,  in- 
asmuch as  several  large  labor  groups  were 
still  to  reach  a decision  as  to  their  respective 
policies.  While  the  newcomer  Screen  Players 
Union  immediately  issued  a strike  order,  the 
larger  and  more  powerful  Screen  Actors 
Guild  was  planning  a board — perhaps  a mem- 
bership— meeting  to  decide  whether  or  not 
it  would  consider  a general  walkout.  Mean- 
while many  actors,  members  of  SAG,  and  act- 
ing as  individuals,  refused  to  cross  the  picket 
lines.  Their  absence  further  stalled  produc- 
tion on  many  sets.  The  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  was  out  to  a man,  having  voted  to  sup- 
port SSD.  Consequently  the  publicity  de- 
partments were  not  functioning.  The  Screen 
Office  Employes  Guild  had  not  acted  officially 
by  midweek  and,  therefore,  the  studios  still 
had  much  of  its  clerical  help,  although  a 
percentage  of  the  collarites  refused  to  cross 
the  picket  lines.  It  was  thought  likely,  how- 
ever, that  SOEG  would  decide  to  walk  as 
a body. 

Nor  was  much  hope  in  evidence  for  an 
early  settlement,  the  strike  having  stymied 
the  impending  action  by  NLRB,  which  wired 
orders  that  the  strikers  were  to  return  to  work 
immediately  and  informed  that  the  SSD  case 
would  be  taken  off  of  its  calendar  until  the 
order  was  obeyed.  That  brought  a deadlock, 
inasmuch  as  Herbert  Sorrell,  president  of 
CSU,  stood  firm  on  the  position  that  the 
strike  would  continue  until  the  producers 
recognized  WLB’s  ruling  to  deal  with  SSD. 

Meanwhile  the  producers  apparently  were 


helpless.  They  issued  two  statements,  as  fol- 
lows: 

“In  spite  of  Monday’s  action  by  the  WLB 
in  refusing  to  decide  the  problem  presented 
to  it  while  a strike  is  in  progress,  the  motion 
picture  producers  still  are  caught  helplessly 
in  a jurisdictional  dispute  between  two  AFofL 
unions.  The  producers  neither  favor  nor  op- 
pose either  of  the  unions.  We  have  been  and 
are  still  trying  to  effect  a settlement  between 
the  two  unions  involved,  and  our  sole  desire 
is  to  keep  the  studios  open  and  operating. 

“The  producers  were  hopeful  of  a definite 
settlement  by  the  War  Labor  Board.  A tem- 
porary award  was  made  by  the  WLB  arbi- 
trator, purporting  to  give  jurisdiction  over 
the  set  decorators  to  Local  1421  but  pointing 
out  that  a final  jurisdictional  determination 
would  have  to  be  made  by  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board.  To  have  observed  that  tem- 
porary award  would  have  precipitated  an 
immediate  and  serious  work  stoppage  because 
the  producers  were  notified  by  Richard  Walsh 
of  the  IATSE  that  he  had  appealed  the  de- 
cision, and  that  in  the  event  of  such  recogni- 
tion by  the  producers  he  would  instruct  his 
membership  not  to  report  for  work. 

Unenviable  Position  of  Producers 

“The  producers  had  no  option  but  to  ap- 
peal to  the  NLRB  for  a final  settlement  which 
would  be  binding  on  all  parties  in  the  case. 
NLRB  proceedings  now  are  in  progress.  With- 
out awaiting  the  result,  and  also  without 
waiting  for  the  WLB  to  act  upon  the  pro- 
ducers’ appeal,  Local  1421  resorted  to  a 
strike. 

“The  producers  will  abide  by  whatever  de- 
cision is  made  by  the  NLRB.  We  have  no  re- 
course in  the  present  situation  and  only  await 
official  action.  However,  if  the  strike  is  al- 
lowed to  go  on,  we  shall  be  unable  to  con- 
tinue to  supply  to  the  armed  forces  overseas 
the  motion  pictures  which  military  leaders 
have  called  second  in  importance  only  to  food 
and  ammunition.” 

An  earlier  statement  declared: 

(Continued  on  page  42) 
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CONGRESSMEN  COOL  TO  OP  AS 
PLAN  TO  CONTROL  ADMISSIONS 


Outright  Opposition  Comes 
After  Bowles'  Request 
For  Theatre  Ceilings 

WASHINGTON  — First  congressional  re- 
action turned  a cold  shoulder  on  Price  Ad- 
ministrator Chester  Bowles’  proposal  that  the 
OPA  be  granted  authority  to  control  admis- 
sion prices  to  motion  picture  theatres.  Bowles 
will  appear  before  the  senate  banking  and 
currency  committee  Tuesday,  March  20,  to 
discuss  further  the  requests  he  first  outlined 
in  a letter  to  Sen.  Robert  F.  Wagner  of  New 
York,  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Leading  the  outright  opposition  to  Bowles 
was  Senator  McFarland,  a committee  mem- 
ber, who  said:  “It  would  mean  just  that  much 
more  red  tape.  I want  to  hear  evidence  that 
it  is  very  necessary  before  I vote  to  extend 
price  control  to  such  ‘luxury’  items  as  amuse- 
ments. I am  opposed  to  any  more  regulation 
than  is  absolutely  necessary.” 

Senator  Milliken,  another  member  of  the 
committee,  declared:  “As  Sam  Goldwyn  once 
said : ‘Include  me  out.’  ” Senator  Capper,  also 
a member  of  the  same  committee,  said:  “I 
wouldn't  like  to  see  it.” 

Chairman  Wagner  also  was  cool,  insisting 
that  most  of  the  committee  is  “generally  of 
the  opinion  that  they  know  no  reason  to 
justify  extension  of  price  control”  to  film 
houses  and  other  amusement  places.  Senator 
Wagner  also  tossed  a bombshell  at  Bowles  by 
remarking  that  the  OPA  administrator  on 
March  1 had  told  the  banking  committee  that 
“the  reasons  for  the  original  exemption  (from 
price  control)  of  some  of  these  factors  in  the 
cost  of  living  remain  persuasive,  such  as  medi- 
cal services,  newspapers,  motion  pictures  and 
wages  for  domestic  services.” 

In  the  absence  of  Bowles  at  his  office, 
Maurice  Hill,  assistant  to  the  administrator, 
stated  that  the  much-discussed  increase  in 
admissions  of  approximately  38 Vz  per  cent, 
as  quoted  by  Bowles,  was  based  on  bureau  of 
labor  statistics’  figures  and  it  was  further 
admitted  that  these  figures  “are  open  for 
discussion.”  Hill  said  that  an  industry  com- 
mittee would  be  set  up  to  discuss  this  matter 
with  the  OPA  in  event  Congress  should  grant 
admission  price  controls. 

It  also  was  stated  that  Bowles  had  not  gone 
into  detail  on  how  the  price  levels  would  be 
reached,  and  that  this  question  would  be  one 
to  be  considered  by  the  industry  as  a whole. 
Hill  added  that  the  OPA  has  not  yet  given 
consideration  to  the  base  period  from  which 
admission  prices  would  be  set. 

Despite  the  bureau  of  labor  statistics’  fig- 
ures quoted  by  Bowles,  it  was  revealed  that 
the  industry’s  records,  as  compiled  by  the  bu- 
reau of  internal  revenue,  fail  to  show  an  over- 
all increase  in  admission  prices  of  38  !4  per 
cent,  or  even  the  25  per  cent,  after  taxes  are 


deducted  claimed  in  the  letter  to  the  senate 
committee. 

Hill  asked  that  film  industry  executives 
file  their  views  on  this  matter  as  well  as  any 
statistical  information  in  their  possession  to 
aid  the  OPA.  He  said,  however,  that  Bowles’ 
request  does  not  ask  for  amendments  to  the 
existing  laws  covering  OPA. 

At  Chairman  Wagner’s  office  it  was  stated 
that  Bowles’  communique  will  be  discussed 
next  Tuesday,  at  which  time  the  administra- 
tor will  be  asked  to  explain  further  his  de- 
mands to  clamp  ceilings  on  admittance  to 
motion  pictures,  stage  shows,  athletic  events 
and  "all  other  amusement  activities.” 

In  his  letter,  Bowles  stated  that  about  one- 
third  of  the  film  admission  price  increases 
could  be  attributed  to  higher  taxes.  He  also 
said  that  admittance  price  control  should  be 
coupled  with  ceilings  on  the  amount  the  pic- 
ture houses  have  to  pay  for  films.  He  said 
these  film  charges  had  gone  up  25  to  30  per 
cent  since  the  war  started.  “The  first  thing 
to  do  is  to  keep  admittance  prices  from  getting 
any  higher  . . . then  determine  whether  there 
should  be  a rollback,”  Bowles  stated. 

Wagner’s  committee  is  considering  legisla- 
tion to  extend  OPA  another  18  months  be- 
yond June  30. 


HOLLYWOOD  — On  a characteristically 
glittering  track,  the  glamor  of  which  was  but 
slightly  dimmed  by  the  studio  strike,  the 
favorite  ran  true  to  form.  “Going  My  Way” 
garnered  the  cream  of  the  kudos  in  the  17th 
annual  awards  event  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Not  only  was 
the  Paramount  feature  voted  to  be  the  best 
picture  released  during  1944,  but  those  con- 
nected with  its  making  were  honored  with 
the  following  accolades: 

Bing  Crosby  received  the  Oscar  for  the 
best  performance  by  a male  actor.  Barry 
Fitzgerald  was  acclaimed  for  the  best  sup- 
porting delineation  among  men.  Leo  McCarey 
rated  a double  bow,  receiving  statuettes  for 
his  direction  of  the  champion  film  and  for 
having  contributed  there  to  the  year’s  best 
original  screen  story.  “Swinging  on  a Star,” 
a tune  hit  of  the  picture,  was  designated  the 
year’s  best  motion  picture  song. 

Among  the  crumbs  which  fell  from  Para- 
mount’s groaning  table,  the  most  desirable 
went  to  Ingrid  .Bergman,  David  O.  Selznick’s 
contract  star,  who  was  declared  the  actress 
who  delivered  the  year’s  best  performance. 
She  received  the  award  for  her  part  in 
Metro’s  “Gaslight.” 


Trade  Challenges  Figures 
Declaring  38  Vz  Per  Cent 
Rise  Since  June,  1941 

NEW  YORK — How  Chester  Bowles,  price 
administrator,  discovered  film  theatres  ad- 
missions had  risen  38V2  per  cent  since  June, 
1941,  was  one  of  the  mysteries  that  had  the- 
atre executives  in  an  explosive  state  of  mind 
Wednesday.  Bowles  not  only  issued  these 
figures  as  official,  but  he  declared  a ceiling 
should  be  put  on  theatre  admissions,  because 
they  are  “poor  men’s  entertainment.” 

No  statistics  showing  any  such  increase  are 
available  to  any  branch  of  the  industry,  it  was 
declared  by  an  important  executive.  Inquiry 
in  every  major  company  office  and  offices  of 
circuits  elicited  the  same  reply. 

Practically  no  increases  in  admissions  have 
been  made  since  the  federal  ticket  tax 
went  into  effect  Apr.  1,  1944.  Some  big-city 
second  string  houses  did  juggle  prices  for  a 
time,  but  there  were  only  a few  of  these. 

Prior  to  Apr.  1,  1944,  there  was  a 10  per  cent 
federal  tax  on  admissions  and  10,  15  and  20- 
cent  tickets  were  not  taxed.  Consequently, 
(Continued  on  Page  42) 


Ethel  Barrymore,  for  her  role  in  RKO 
Radio’s  “None  But  the  Lonely  Heart,”  was 
credited  with  the  best  performance  by  an 
actress  in  a supporting  role. 

Among  the  shorts  the  following  were  desig- 
nated as  winners:  Single  reel:  Paramount’s 
“Who’s  Who  in  Animal  Land,”  produced  by 
Jerry  Fairbanks;  two  reels:  “I  Won’t  Play,”  a 
Warner  subject,  produced  by  Gorden  Hollings- 
head;  cartoons:  Metro’s  “Mouse  Trouble,”  a 
Fred  Quimby  production. 

“The  Fighting  Lady,”  filmed  by  the  navy 
department  and  distributed  by  20th-Fox,  was 
selected  as  the  year’s  outstanding  documen- 
tary, while  “With  the  Marines  on  Tarawa” 
was  picked  as  the  best  short  in  the  documen- 
tary field. 

The  coveted  Irving  Thalberg  award,  which 
annually  goes  to  the  producer  whose  high 
quality  contribution  to  the  advancement  of 
the  motion  picture  art  is  considered  the  year’s 
greatest  accomplishment,  was  given  to  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  for  the  production  of  20th-Fox’s 
"Wilson.” 

A special  award  was  voted  by  the  academy 
for  moppet  Margaret  O’Brien,  designating 
her  as  the  outstanding  child  actress  of  1944. 


"Going  My  Way " Garners  Top  Honors 
In  Annual  Academy  Awards  Event 


ETHEL  BARRYMORE 


INGRID  BERGMAN 


LEO  McCAREY 


BING  CROSBY 


BARRY  FITZGERALD 


DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK 
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BUYING  COMBINES  ARE  SPREADING 
OVER  NATION  LIKE  A PRAIRIE  FIRE 


Looming  as  Important  as 
Big  Circuits  in  Certain 
Exchange  Districts 

NEW  YORK — Buying  cooperatives  are  not 
new.  But  their  growth  within  the  past  few 
years  has  been  phenomenal  due  to  a variety 
of  reasons,  important  among  which  are  war- 
time travel  difficulties,  gasoline  rationing,  in- 
troduction of  tradeshows  and  selling  in  small 
blocks.  Prices  have  risen  steadily  and  exhibi- 
tors have  sought  joint  buying  advantages  as 
a result. 

As  an  aggregate,  buying  groups  are  more 
important  from  the  point  of  view  of  revenue 
to  the  film  companies  than  most  of  the  large 
circuits.  Individually  in  their  respective  terri- 
tories they  are  as  important  as  all  but  the 
largest  circuits.  And  at  that,  they  surpass 
most  of  the  circuits  in  numbers  of  theatres 
represented.  The  difference,  of  course,  lies  in 
the  fact  that  the  cooperatives  are  mostly  sub- 
sequent run  and  small  town  houses  which  do 
not  contribute  so  large  a share  of  a distribu- 
tor’s revenue  as  a few  first  run  accounts. 

Different  Kinds  of  Co-Ops 

A few  years  ago,  there  were  but  two  or 
three  genuine  cooperatives.  The  war  with  its 
attendant  headaches  for  exhibitors  such  as 
gasoline  rationing,  the  shortage  of  film  and 
other  problems  fostered  their  rapid  growth. 
And,  in  addition,  a number  of  circuits  have 
taken  over  the  buying  and  booking  of  film 
for  independent  theatres  which  they  do  not 
own,  thus  in  effect  becoming  cooperatives,  or 
combines.  The  latter  word  is  rigorously  ex- 
cluded from  the  conversation  of  representa- 
tives of  such  groups,  however,  despite  its 
rhetorical  correctness. 

Today  there  are  cooperatives  in  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Cleveland,  Detroit 
and  Chicago.  Some  of  them  are  genuine  co- 
operatives, i.  e.,  groups  of  theatres  which  have 
no  relation  to  each  other  except  that  they 
buy  their  film  collectively.  Some  of  them 
also  buy  supplies  collectively  and  handle  in- 
surance matters  and  other  affairs  through 
the  group.  But  each  theatre  is  independently 
operated,  sets  its  own  policies  and  is  oper- 
ated solely  for  the  benefit  of  its  owners.  In 
some  cooperatives,  the  film  is  simply  bought 
by  the  head  buyer  and  it  is  booked  by  the 
individual  theatres. 

Another  Type  of  Circuit 

A second  type  is  that  of  a circuit  which  al- 
ready has  considerable  buying  power  through 
its  ownership  of  a large  group  of  theatres. 
Independent  theatres  frequently  pay  weekly 
fees  to  such  circuits,  in  return  for  which  the 
circuit’s  buyers  and  bookers  handle  all  nego- 
tiations for  film,  passing  along  the  circuit 
buying  power  savings  to  the  independent 
client.  The  fees  earned  in  this  way  recom- 
pense the  circuit  for  the  additional  trouble 
and  in  addition  the  circuit  itself  obtains  ad- 
ditional buying  power. 

The  cost  to  each  exhibitor  of  joining  such 
a combine  varies  from  $10  to  $20  a week 
with  the  great  majority  of  smaller  houses 
paying  $15.  The  claim  is  made  by  many  that 
the  combine  can  save  the  exhibitor  this  much 
or  more.  Instances  have  been  cited,  for  ex- 
ample, of  a picture  which  did  a poor  business 
in  most  of  the  combine’s  theatres.  The  head 
booker  thereupon  made  a deal  with  the  ex- 


How Selling  Is  Done 
By  Exchanges: 


No.  of 

Territory  Salesmen 

Per  Cent  of  Accts. 
Sold  by  Branch 
Managers 

Albany 

2-3 

51 

Atlanta 

3-6 

52 

Boston 

3-6 

42 

Buffalo 

2-4 

42 

Charlotte 

2-4 

27 

Chicago 

4-6 

43 

Cincinnati 

4-7 

17 

Cleveland 

2-4 

50 

Dallas 

3-5 

47 

Denver 

2-4 

43 

Des  Moines 

2-4 

21 

Detroit 

2-4 

50 

Indianapolis 

2-4 

36 

Kansas  City 

3-5 

29 

Los  Angeles 

2-4 

45 

Memphis 

1-3 

43 

Milwaukee 

2-4 

35 

Minneapolis 

5-7 

14 

New  Haven 

1-2 

49 

New  Orleans 

2-4 

24 

New  York 

2-5 

73 

Oklahoma  City 

2-4 

34 

Omaha 

2-4 

14 

Philadelphia 

3-6 

36 

Pittsburgh 

3-5 

47 

Portland 

2-3 

11 

St.  Louis 

2-4 

32 

Salt  Lake  City 

2-5 

19 

San  Francisco 

3-5 

51 

Seattle 

2-3 

27 

Washington 

3-5 

23 

change  manager  to  refund  $5  or  $7.50  or  $10 
to  each  theatre  in  the  combine.  In  this  way 
every  theatre  got  a “dividend”  even  if  the 
particular  picture  involved  might  have  done 
a splendid  business  there. 

Of  course,  no  exhibitor  is  encouraged  to 
enter  a combine  by  any  exchange  manager 
or  distribution  representative.  On  the  con- 
trary, should  a distributor  become  aware  that 
an  exhibitor  has  been  approached  by  a com- 
bine, the  distributor  is  likely  to  lean  over 
backward  to  give  the  exhibitor  better  than 
a fair  deal  in  order  to  discourage  him 

Rivalry  Extremely  Acute 

In  the  New  York  territory  rivalry  between 
the  combines  has  become  so  acute  that  there 
is  a species  of  price  cutting  among  them 
with  each  one  offering  the  exhibitor  the  op- 
portunity of  joining  on  more  favorable  terms, 
for  less  money  and  promising  to  get  him  film 
at  a lower  rate.  But  every  distributor  as- 
sures the  exhibitor  that  the  combine  cannot 
buy  film  for  any  less  than  he  can  and  that 
every  theatre  will  pay  a fair  price  for  film 
regardless  of  who  books  it. 

Still  a third  type  of  cooperative  is  that  in 
which  the  head  obtains  a percentage  of  own- 
ership in  each  theatre  in  exchange  for  book- 
ing and  buying  film.  In  many  cases,  this 
ownership  is  claimed  to  be  exclusive — the 
partner  being  simply  ignored  in  discussions 
with  distributors,  despite  the  fact  that  he 
may  still  own  a majority  of  the  stock  of  the 
theatre  corporation.  The  reason  for  this  is 
to  prevent  distributors  from  refusing  to  deal 
with  the  combine  on  the  ground  that  it  does 
not  own  the  theatre  in  question.  This  ques- 
tion is  largely  academic  now,  since  it  is  rec- 
ognized that  the  exhibitor  may  designate  any 
person  he  wishes  to  buy  and  book  film  for 
him  as  long  as  he  honors  the  commitments 
made  by  the  designee. 

That  the  distributors  have  looked  askance 
at  the  growth  of  these  combines  goes  with- 


Growth  Is  Due  in  Part  to 
Travel  Difficulties  and 
Small  Block  Selling 

out  saying.  For  every  advantage  there  is  to 
the  exhibitor,  there  is  almost  a corresponding 
disadvantage  to  the  distributors. 

For  one  thing,  a continuation  of  the  trend 
toward  more  cooperatives  has  simply  put  the 
film  salesman  out  of  the  picture  as  far  as 
these  theatres  go.  Of  course,  salesmen  have 
other  duties  that  are  not  strictly  concerned 
with  selling.  Among  these  are  encouraging 
exhibitors  to  date  their  films  and  adjusting 
complaints  that  arise  from  time  to  time. 

Salesmen  rarely  handle  circuit  or  com- 
bine accounts.  Such  selling  is  done  by  the 
branch  manager  and  in  some  companies  by 
the  district  and  even  division  managers.  When 
a combine  or  cooperative  attains  a status 
whereby  it  can  command  the  services  of  a 
branch  manager  or  higher  executive  in  con- 
summating a deal,  naturally  the  film  sales- 
man has  a few  more  accounts  removed  from 
his  books. 

Sales  Forces  Cut  in  N.Y.  Area 

This  is  best  exemplified  in  the  New  York 
territory  where  most  of  the  companies  for- 
merly employed  from  four  to  six  salesmen. 
A few  years  ago,  one  salesman  handled  up- 
state New  York,  another  Long  Island  beyond 
Queens,  a third  had  Manhattan  and  Bronx 
and  a fourth  Brooklyn  and  Queens.  Other 
men  covered  New  Jersey. 

Today  with  circuits  and  combines  handling 
75  per  cent  of  the  theatre  bookings  in  the 
territory  which  represents  16.5  per  cent  of 
the  revenue  for  the  entire  country,  no  com- 
pany has  more  than  five  salesmen  and  some 
are  getting  along  with  only  two. 

Other  territories  have  been  correspondingly 
cut,  but  none  so  much  as  New  York.  Here 
every  type  of  cooperative  is  represented.  Al- 
lied Theatres  of  New  Jersey  is  a group  of 
independent  theatre  owners,  each  of  whom 
operates  his  own  house  or  houses,  but  whose 
buying  and  booking  is  handled  through  the 
cooperative.  The  Island  Theatre  circuit  is  an 
example  of  the  type  of  operation  in  which 
a small  circuit  acquires  additional  buying 
power  through  independents  who  pay  it  fees 
for  buying  and  booking  services.  The  Island 
Theatre  circuit  owns  a few  houses,  but  it  has 
been  adding  to  its  buying  power  through  its 
commitments  to  handle  film  buys  for  five  or 
six  times  as  many  theatres  as  it  actually  owns. 

This  intermingling  of  circuits  and  buying 
combines  and  cooperatives  has  made  it  im- 
possible to  draw  a line  and  say  that  so  many 
theatres  are  represented  by  cooperatives  and 
so  many  by  circuits.  However,  to  emphasize 
the  trend  toward  larger  buying  groups  as 
opposed  to  the  individual,  the  table  at  the 
top,  center,  will  give  an  indication  of  the  per- 
centage of  each  territory’s  accounts  which 
are  sold  by  branch  managers  or  executives 
as  against  those  sold  by  salesmen. 

Tabulation  Shows  Shift 

In  the  listing  the  first  column  gives  the 
name  of  the  territory,  the  second  the  number 
of  salesmen  which  varies  between  the  com- 
panies and  the  third  column  the  percentage 
of  accounts  sold  by  executives  or  branch 
managers.  The  latter  figure  is  average  for 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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ART  OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE 
m *4*  presented  to 


PRODUCERS  ( 

ST  PICTURES 


R 


And  the  next 


prize-winners 
will  be 


aramount  s 


ft40*** 


Jjf 


for  1944 -’4  5 


wm  m h 


lijiimmilmf  s. 

§ mm 


OT///// 

A 


Xjljjjjjtr;;:!:1;!1:  7/ 

Jplfl 

il  ih ! h i!'  j 


% 

Jr 

ftiii 

i 

I),  : , M 


For  (faster 


"WE’VE  JUST 
OPENED  TO  TOP 
FIGURES  AT  THE 
N.  Y.  PARAMOUNT 


"AND  WE’RE 
GONNA  ADVERTISE 
IT  IN  FULL  COLOR 
IN  KEY  CITIES 
COAST-TO-COAST 


Biggest  and  Most 
Glamorous  Star- 
And-Girl  Show 
Since  “Star  Spangled 
Rhythm,”  from 

‘Paramount 


"IT’S  GOT 
LOADS  OF 
LUSCIOUS 
GIRLS... 


"LIKE  SPIKE  JONES’ 
'CHLOE'  SEQUENCE 
—ONE  OF  THE 
GREATEST  COMEDY 
BAND  ACTS  EVER! 


AND  DOZENS 
OF  EXCITING 
NOVELTIES 
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BIG-PRODUCTION 
SONG  NUMBERS 
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SONNY  SINGS 
AND  PLAYS- 
AND  GOOD!.. 


starring 


Veronica  Lake 
Sonny  Tufts 
Eddie  Bracken 
Marjorie  Reynolds 


EDDIE’S  A BIGGER 
DRAW  THAN  EVER 
NOW  THAT  HE’S  GOT 
HIS  OWN  AIR  SHOW  . 


with  JOHNNY  COY,  PETER  WHITNEY, 
ALAN  MOWBRAY,  PORTER  HALL, 
SPIKE  JONES  AND  HIS  ORCHESTRA 

Directed  by 

SIDNEY  LANFIELD 

Screen  Play  by  Karl  Tunberg  and  Darrell  Ware 


VERONICA’S  A 
PROMOTION 
NATURAL  AS  A 
SUPER-CIGARETTE 
GIRL..  . 


"MARJORIE 
TOPS  HER 
HOLIDAY  INN' 
DANCING 
TRIUMPH 


AND 

OUR  NEW  TAP  DANCER  - 
WHAT-A-BOY  JOHNNY  COY 
HE’LL  HAVE  ALL 
THE  FOLKS  A-STARING! 


AND  SONGS  LIKE  'YOU  MOVED  j J RIGHT 
IN'  WILL  MOVE  IN  ON  THE  HIT  M PARADE! 


ALL  YOU  NEED  IS  A GOOD  SHARP  RAZOR  BLADE 

TO  WRITE  ADS  FOR  A PICTURE  AS  GREAT  AS  THIS! 
EVERY  WORD  CLIPPED  FROM  THE  FIRST  GREAT 
TRADE  REVIEW  IN  “MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY.” 


From  ^Paramount 


KaMi 


Paramount 

supplies  the  tensest  suspense  dramas  in  to- 
day’s sensationally  successful  cycle  of  mystery  hits! 

"DOUBLE  indemnity" 

was  voted  one  of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  1944 


"MINISTRY  OF  FEAR"  fA 


is  being  hailed  by  critics  as  “the  perfect 

thriller”. And  now  .comes  our  third 

great  thrill  show  in  a row 


AMUSEMENT 
SPACE  RATIONED? 
TRY  GAG  ADS 
LIKE  THIS  R.O.P. 


From  Ethel  Lina  White’s  best-selling 
novel  of  The  House  Where  Fear  Lives 
You’ll  hail  that  gal  Gail  for 
another  great  new-star  performance  . . 
facing  a menace  more  exciting  than 
“THE  UNINVITED”.  . . 
chained  by  the  fascination  of  a man 
she  dares  not  love! 


Gail  Russell 
Joel  McCrea 
Herbert  Marshall 

with 

PHYLLIS  BROOKS  • ISOBEL  ELSOM  • MIKHAIL  RASUMNY 
TOM  TULLY  • NONA  GRIFFITH  • RICHARD  LYON 

Directed  by  LEWIS  ALLEN  • Screen  Play  by  Hagar  Wilde  and 
Raymond  Chandler  • Adaptation  by  Hagar  Wilde  and  Ken  Englund 


And  pine-thomas  again  deliver 

“IUST  THE  KIND  OF  RED-BLOODED  FARE  THAT  ACTION  FANS  LIKE,” 

Says  “ Boxoffice” 


Paramount's  Fourth  Block 

Continues  the  Award -Winning  Best- Picture  Pace  of 

“The  World’s  Most  Honored  Film  Company” 


Circuit  Theatres  Fewer 
Than  Half  Nat'l  Total 


Combines  Spreading 
Like  a Prairie  Fire 

(Continued  from  page  10) 

several  companies  as  are  the  figures  for 
salesmen. 

From  the  table  appearing  on  page  10,  it 
can  be  seen  that  in  some  of  the  large  terri- 
tories with  the  smallest  percentage  of  ac- 
counts sold  by  branch  managers  or  executives 
they  have  the  largest  crews  of  salesmen. 
Also,  it  can  be  seen  from  the  chart  that  the 
eastern  part  of  the  country,  in  which  most 
of  the  cooperatives  are  located  and  where 
the  greater  part  of  the  film  revenue  is,  em- 
ploys fewer  salesmen  than  the  west,  even 
though  there  are  more  accounts  per  ex- 
change in  the  west  and  particularly  the  south. 

Salesmen’s  Accounts  Decline 

No  figures  are  available  to  compare  with 
any  period  in  the  past,  but  a consensus  of 
opinion  from  branch  managers  of  various 
distributors  and  from  home  office  sales  ex- 
ecutives is  that  the  number  of  salesmen’s  ac- 
counts has  been  gradually  diminishing  year 
by  year  while  the  number  of  theatres  has, 
for  the  past  few  years  at  least,  remained  con- 
stant, and  the  number  of  executives’  accounts 
has  risen  to  correspond. 

With  exhibitors  finding  it  more  and  more 
difficult  to  get  to  the  exchanges  because  of 
gasoline  rationing,  crowded  and  delayed 
trains  and  other  handicaps,  the  advantages 
of  having  someone  else  do  the  booking  and 
buying  loom  larger.  Other  reasons  given  by 
exhibitors  for  entering  combines  vary.  Some 
say  that  they  get  better  deals.  Others  point 
out  that  the  shortage  of  prints  makes  it  dif- 
ficult for  them  to  date  a picture  while  the 
large  buyer  can  arrange  successive  bookings 
without  conflict  and  still  satisfy  everyone. 
The  necessity  of  maintaining  constant  ne- 
gotiations instead  of  the  one-a-year  system 
of  the  past  has  caused  many  exhibitors  to  go 
into  cooperative  buying. 

Depinet  Leaves  Hospital 
After  Two- Week  Rest 

HOLLYWOOD — Ned  Depinet,  RKO  Radio 
distribution  chief,  who  had  been  ordered  to 
bed  because  of  extreme  fatigue  due  to  over- 
work, left  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital  fol- 
lowing a two-week  rest. 

He  planned  to  remain  in  Hollywood  for 
another  week  before  training  out  for  New 
York. 

"Hotel  Berlin"  Rushed 
For  London  Showing 

LONDON — Warners’  “Hotel  Berlin”  is  be- 
ing rushed  here  for  its  British  premiere  on 
April  6,  six  months  earlier  than  the  customary 
English  showing,  because  of  its  timeliness. 
Success  of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  here 
indicates  that  “Berlin”  will  also  receive  a 
warm  reception. 

Veterans  Tour  WE  Plants 
To  Boost  War  Production 

NEW  YORK — Seven  American  veterans 
chosen  from  the  emits  which  defended 
Bastogne  in  the  ill-fated  German  offensive 
now  known  as  the  “Battle  of  the  Bulge”  visit- 
ed four  local  plants  of  the  Western  Electric 
Co.  during  the  week. 


WE  to  Pay  Dividend 

NEW  YORK — A dividend  of  50  cents  per 
share  on  its  common  stock  was  declared  at 
a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Western 
Electric  Co.,  payable  March  30  to  stockholders 
of  record  at  the  close  of  business  March  23. 


NEW  YORK — Of  a total  of  16,616  theatres 
in  operation  in  the  United  States,  5,475  are 
in  independent  circuits,  2,443  are  in  distribu- 
tion-owned circuits,  and  8,698  are  independ- 
ently operated.  To  serve  all  these  independ- 
ently operated  houses  the  five  major  com- 
panies maintain  from  75  to  150  salesmen  each. 
This  means  that  salesmen  for  the  smaller 
companies  average  116  theatres  each  and  for 
the  largest  companies  59  each. 

This  is  admittedly  quite  a feat  in  these 
days  of  gasoline  shortages  and  travel  diffi- 
culties. Many  hundreds  of  these  independent 


Use  Television  to  Help 
Red  Cross  Fund  Drive 

NEW  YORK — The  film  industry  estab- 
lished a precedent  this  week  when  it  utilized 
television  to  help  launch  its  1945  Red  Cross 
War  Fund  drive.  Ralph  B.  Austrian  of  RKO, 
television  chairman  of  the  drive,  arranged 
for  the  telecast  over  the  CBS  video  station 
WCBW. 

Austrian  appealed  for  public  cooperation 
with  picture  theatres  in  putting  over  the 
drive.  He  was  followed  by  a telecast  of 
“Seeing  Them  Through,”  10-minute  short 
made  by  March  of  Time  for  the  Red  Cross. 


Yale  Drama  Department  in  TBA 

NEW  HAVEN — Yale  University’s  depart- 
ment is  the  first  educational  institution  to 
become  affiliated  with  the  Television  Broad- 
casters Ass’n,  Inc.,  since  the  organization 
amended  its  bylaws  establishing  educational 
memberships. 


Loew's  Takes  "Moscow  Skies" 

NEW  YORK — “Moscow  Skies,”  Soviet  film, 
will  be  shown  in  several  Loew’s  metropolitan 
theatres  starting  March  13,  following  a five- 
week  engagement  at  the  Stanley. 


theatres  are  in  booking  combines. 

Statistics  show  that  about  35  per  cent  of 
the  selling  these  days  is  done  by  exchange 
managers  and  higher  executives. 

The  total  of  circuit  operated  houses,  both 
independent  and  distributor,  is  7,918 — fewer 
than  half  the  total  number  of  theatres  in 
the  United  States. 

In  hundreds  of  communities,  or  adjoining 
communities,  exhibitors  operate  two  or  more 
theatres.  For  the  purposes  of  the  tabulation 
below  groups  of  fewer  than  four  theatres  are 
not  listed  as  circuits: 


Schaefer  Chairman 
Of  Cowan's  Board 

NEW  YORK — George  J.  Schaefer,  chair- 
man of  the  War  Activities  Committee,  has 
confirmed  reports  of  his  designation  as  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Lester  Cowan  Produc- 
tions. He  will  direct  world-wide  sales  opera- 
tions of  the  company. 

Schaefer  also  disclosed  that  he  had  acquired 
an  interest  in  two  of  the  company’s  films, 
namely:  “Tomorrow  the  World”  and  “Story 
of  G.I.  Joe.”  The  latter  picture  is  based 
upon  the  best-selling  book  by  Ernie  Pyle. 
Both  are  being  released  through  United 
Artists. 

He  will  continue  his  duties  as  chairman  of 
the  War  Activities  Committee. 

Schaefer  conferred  for  several  days  here 
with  Bill  Peirce,  studio  advertising  director 
of  Lester  Cowan  Productions  on  exploita- 
tion and  advertising  plans  for  “G.I.  Joe,” 
details  of  which  will  be  announced  shortly. 

He  said  that  more  people  read  about  the 
filmization  of  the  Ernie  Pyle  book  than  any 
other  picture  ever  produced.  He  was  refer- 
ring to  the  recent  column  by  the  noted  war 
correspondent. 
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Myers  Presents  an  Idea 

|N  THE  brief  filed  as  friend  of  the  court 
in  the  government’s  antitrust  suit,  Al- 
lied contends  clearance  should  be  abolished 
for  big  circuits,  but  should  be  retained  for 
little  ones  and  independents.  Figure  that 
out! 

Could  it  be  that  the  Allied  membership 
sees  some  virtues  in  clearance  and  didn’t 
want  too  much  disturbance  made  at  the 
hearing  before  Judge  Goddard?  Every  ex- 
hibitor with  competition  wants  to  be  as- 
sured when  he  buys  a film  that  his  com- 
petitor will  not  get  it  immediately  ahead 
of  him  or  immediately  behind  him. 

Should  the  court  grant  this  plea  it 
might  be  necessary  to  decide  how  small  a 
circuit  would  have  to  be  to  get  clearance 
and  it  might  also  be  necessary  to  decide 
whether  a booking  combine  should  be  class- 
ified as  a circuit. 

Complicated? 

* * * 

Duals'  Fate  Up  Again 

JMPOSITION  of  the  midnight  curfew  has 
revived  talk  of  a return  to  single  bills 
in  Detroit,  Milwaukee  and  other  cities. 
Those  doing  the  talking  say  if  the  return 
is  ever  to  be  made,  this  is  the  time  to  do  it. 

Very  few  will  argue  against  this  point 
of  view.  The  trouble  now,  as  it  always  has 
been,  is  that  the  switch  has  to  be  unani- 
mous. A few  subsequent  runs  in  any  city 
who  contend  the  cream  has  been  skimmed 
off  by  the  downtown  first  runs  say  they 
have  to  have  action  films  and  serials  with 
their  main  features  which  have  not  pre- 
viously been  played  in  order  to  attract 
youngsters  weekends.  One  of  two  dual 
houses  can  make  the  going  hard  for  single 
bill  houses  for  considerable  distances. 

* * * 

They're  in  Big  Business 

£DWARD  N.  CLAUGHTON,  who  is  fight- 
ing for  control  of  the  Katy  railroad  in 
association  with  the  Du  Ponts’  Florida  real 
estate  operations,  is  a theatre  man.  He 
owns  several  houses  in  Florida.  He  is  the 
second  magnate  to  combine  railroad  and 
theatre  operations.  Robert  S.  Young,  one 
of  the  important  figures  in  PRC,  also  has 
vast  railroad  interests  through  his  hold- 
ings in  the  Shaker  Heights  Realty  Co.  of 
Cleveland  and  the  Allegheny  Corp. 

* * * 

No,  No,  Children! 

CONSERVATISM — fixed  mental  attitudes 
— dies  slowly  even  in  the  face  of  war’s 
impact.  The  latest  issue  of  the  Australian 
Film  Weekly  tells  of  a teachers’  meeting 
at  Hobart,  Tasmania,  where  resolutions 
were  passed  favoring  the  establishment  of 
a children’s  theatre  for  stage  plays,  in  or- 
der to  keep  them  away  from  films. 

Reporting  the  conference,  the  Film 
Weekly  said:  “Mr.  Whitford  stated  that 
in  any  city  school,  it  would  be  found  that 
most  children  attended  picture  theatres  at 
least  once  a week,  and  some  even  four  or 
five  times  a week.  Films  often  portrayed 


By  JAMES  M.  JERAULD 

the  wrong  way  of  life  favorably.  Low  class 
American  slang  was  infiltrating  into  the 
speech  of  children.  Playground  comments 
like  ‘shut  your  trap,’  ‘sure,  buddy,  it’s  a 
cinch,’  and  ‘it  woiks’  were  examples. 

* * * 

705  Films  in  a Year 

■pHE  New  York  World-Telegram  published 
a story  about  a Bronx  boy  who  had 
seen  705  films  on  274  visits  to  theatres  be- 
tween March  4,  1944,  and  March  4,  1945. 
He  earned  the  money  to  do  it  by  working 
nights  at  a newspaper  stand,  and  kept  a 
record  of  his  impressions  of  pictures.  An 
extraordinary  feat!  What  he  has  to  say 
about  pictures  could  furnish  plenty  of  ma- 
terial for  discussion  in  the  film  apprecia- 
tion classes  conducted  in  schools.  His  likes 
and  dislikes  could  also  provide  ideas  for 
those  managers  who  argue  for  and  against 
double  bills,  action  films,  serials  and  shorts. 
Any  daily  boxoffice  statement  demon- 
strates what  percentage  of  the  income 
comes  from  youngsters. 

* * * 

Public  Reaction 

pjOME  office  film  statisticians  who  have 
been  studying  the  postwar  outlook  were 
quick  to  note  that,  a few  hours  after  news 
arrived  of  the  crossing  of  the  Rhine  by  the 
First  army,  stock  and  grain  prices  tumbled 
with  1,000.000  shares  sold  in  the  closing 
hour.  They  figured  this  was  due  to  a 
widespread  feeling  that  if  the  war  in 
Europe  should  end  suddenly  general  busi- 
ness might  fall  off  with  production  cut- 
backs. Ed  Kuykendall  warned  against  this 
possibility  in  his  recent  MPTOA  bulletin. 
Some  executives  admitted  the  selling  flurry 
was  a shock,  coming  as  it  did  after  all 
government  agencies  had  emphasized  for 
months  the  need  of  keeping  production  in 
high  gear  until  the  defeat  of  Japan. 

* * * 

QNLY  the  midnight  curfew  prevented 

Warners’  “Hotel  Berlin”  from  break- 
ing a record  on  its  first  weekend  in  the 
New  York  Strand,  says  Zeb  Epstein,  man- 
aging director.  Welcome  relief  from  the 
steady  stream  of  announcements  about 
broken  records  in  recent  months.  Impres- 
sive frankness,  we  call  it. 

Even  Pesky  Tax  Tokens 
Join  Red  Cross  Drive 

Denver — And  now  those  pesky  sales  tax 
tokens  have  gone  to  war,  helping  in  the 
Red  Cross  campaign. 

The  idea  to  donate  the  little  discs, 
which  went  out  of  style  in  Colorado 
March  1,  to  the  Red  Cross  and  the  USO 
received  official  sanction  in  a joint  reso- 
lution passed  by  the  state  house  of  repre- 
sentatives urging  consumers  and  retail- 
ers to  cooperate. 

Fox  Intermountain  Theatres  is  co- 
operating, Harry  Huffman,  district  man- 
ager, announced.  Every  token  left  over  in 
theatre  cash  drawers  and  safes  will  be 
turned  into  the  collection  box  set  up  by 
the  Rocky  Mountain  News  in  its  lobby. 


Says  U.S.  Films  Now 
Reach  600,000,000 

NEW  YORK — American  motion  pictures, 
produced  in  26  languages,  are  reaching  an 
audience  of  600,000,000  persons  in  42  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin 
America,  according  to  the  Office  of  War 
Information.  These  pictures  serve  a dual 
purpose,  bringing  those  populations  up  to 
date  on  world  developments  and  counter- 
acting enemy  propaganda,  which  has  been 
persistent  and  insidious  for  many  years. 

During  Mussolini’s  long  dictatorship,  he 
spoon-fed  an  entire  generation  of  Italians 
only  what  he  wished  them  to  assimilate. 
Only  now  are  some  of  the  German-speaking 
peoples  learning  there  are  points  of  view 
other  han  the  skillful  distortion  of  Goebbels, 
which  have  also  influenced  neutrals.  Japa- 
nese propaganda,  while  less  adroit  and 
thorough,  has  also  made  some  impact  on  the 
peoples  of  Asia. 

Films  Combat  Impressions 

OWI’s  Bureau  of  Psychological  Warfare 
of  the  Overseas  Motion  Picture  department 
is  now  combating  these  impressions  by  means 
of  motion  pictures.  These  include  govern- 
ment documentaries  produced  by  OWI,  news- 
reels, entertainment  shorts  and  Hollywood 
features,  the  latter  comprising  five  full- 
length  productions  contributed  by  each  of 
eight  film  companies.  This  OWI  overseas 
distribution  is  apart  from  and  in  addition 
to  the  army  and  navy  showings  of  16mm 
pictures  to  about  10,000,000  of  our  armed 
forces  outside  the  United  States. 

Newsreels  shown  to  this  vast  audience  are 
compiled  from  clips  of  the  five  U.S.  news- 
reels and  from  British  footage.  Of  the  40 
carefully-selected  features,  from  two  to  ten 
prints  are  sent  to  each  country  with  captions 
or  narration  in  the  local  language. 

“We  must  think  twice  what  sort  of  an  im- 
pression of  the  American  scene  our  pictures 
are  making  abroad,”  said  Robert  Riskin,  in 
charge  of  OWI  overseas  films.  “Not  only 
now,  but  after  the  war  is  over,  American  pro- 
ducers should  recognize  their  responsibilities 
in  our  international  relations  in  the  pictures 
we  export.” 

OWI  uses  both  35mm  film  for  theatre 
showing  and  16mm  noninflammable  film 
for  schools,  auditoriums  and  industrial  estab- 
lishments. In  the  United  Kingdom  OWI 
films  have  a nontheatrical  audience  of  600,- 
000  each  month. 

Need  for  Honesty  in  Stories 

“When  you  show  documentary  films  out- 
side the  U.S.  to  educators,  diplomats  and 
community  leaders,  you  are  not  only  bring- 
ing the  dramatized  facts  to  them  but  also 
through  them  you  are  influencing  all  the 
people  they  will  teach  in  their  lifetime,” 
Riskin  continued.  “That  is  why  it  is  so  im- 
portant for  American  life  to  be  presented 
honestly  and  without  distortion.” 

In  the  Latin-American  countries  Geoffrey 
Shurlock  of  the  Ass’n  of  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
ducers has  prepared  a survey  for  that  or- 
ganization. After  interviewing  writers,  edi- 
tors, publishers  and  cultural  leaders  in  each 
of  20  American  republics,  a digest  of  their 
opinions  has  been  distributed  to  all  Holly- 
wood producers  so  the  latter  may  be  aware 
of  regional  likes  and  dislikes  within  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese-speaking  audiences 
of  our  hemisphere  neighbors. 

C.  Merwin  Travis,  general  manager  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Society  for  the  Americas,  re- 
ports great  improvement  in  hemisphere  un- 
derstanding has  resulted  from  withholding 
from  Latin-American  export  any  pictures 
that  might  give  offense  in  any  of  the  west- 
ern republics.  Moreover,  with  growing  inter- 
est in  all-American  problems,  motion  picture 
scripts  are  being  written  with  more  aware- 
ness of  local  customs  and  manners. 
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that  heralded  the  beginning  of  a great  boxoffice 
career!  Now  the  prophesy  is  a FACT,  with  reports 


from  all  over  the  country . . . from  every  type  of 

situation  . . . backing  up  the  claim  that  Selznick 

International’s  'Til  Be  Seeing  You”  will  establish 

itself  as  a top -grosser  in  the  nation’s  theatres! 
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(In  Four  of  the  Major  Theatre  Circuits) 


1st  LOEW  SMASH  ENGAGEMENT!  £ 
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STATE  THEATRE,  CLEVELAND... 
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2 Top-Grossing  Weeks 
and  Then  a Moveover! 


1st  WARNER  TRIUMPH! 
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3 Great  Weeks  of 
Record  Business! 
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FOX  THEATRE,  PHILADELPHIA ..  .JP 


Isf  £KO  TOPPER  ! 
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. . . AND  ON  THE  NEXT  PAGE  . . . 

Record-smashing  reports  from,  the  first  individual 
theatres  now  playing  this  great  hit . . . 


Springfield,  Mass. 

Worcester,  Mass. 


. . Poli  Palace 
. . . Poli  Palace 


Dayton,  O. 

Miami,  Fla. 

Akron,  O. 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Louisville,  Ky. 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Waterbury,  Conn. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Wash. 


Loew’s 

. Capitol,  Miami  and  Lincoln  Theatres 
. . . Loew’s 

. Denver  and  Esquire  Theatres 
. Michigan  Theatre 
. . Loew’s  U.  A. 

. . Paramount  Theatre 
. . Poli  Palace  Theatre 
. . . Fox  Theatre 
. . . Liberty  Theatre 


SELZNICK  INTERNATIONAL  presents 


GINGER  ROGERS 


JOSEPH  COTTEN 


SHIRLEY  TEMPLE 
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Directed  by  WILLIAM  OIETERLE  • Produced  by  DORE  SCHARY 
Screen  play  by  Marion  Patsonnel  • From  a story  by  Charles  Marlin 

RELEASED  THRU  UNITED  ARTISTS 


And  all  this  is  ohly3| 


..The  Beginning! 


"FIRST  LADY  OF  THE  THEATRE" 
DOING  INSPIRED  WARTIME  JOB 


Head  of  11  Corporations, 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Parker  Carries 
Heavy  Responsibilities 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — Portland’s  “First  Lady 
of  the  Theatre,”  and  one  of  America’s  busiest 
business  women,  is  Mrs.  J.  J.  Parker,  president 
of  the  J.  J.  Parker  Theatres,  who  owns  and 
operates  Oregon’s  largest  independent  cir- 
cuit. She  conducts  her  business  from  offices 
in  the  Broadway  Theatre  Bldg,  at  1008  S.  W. 
Broadway,  which  she  recently  purchased  at 
a sum  surpassing  one-half  million  dollars. 

Mrs.  Parker  was  a newspaper  woman  prior 
to  her  marriage  to  the  late  J.  J.  Parker  22 
years  ago.  Having  studied  journalism  at  the 
University  of  California,  she  conducted  her 


own  advertising  agency  at  that  time.  Ever 
since  her  marriage  to  Parker,  she  has  been 
indirectly  associated  with  the  theatre  busi- 
ness and  at  the  death  of  her  husband  in 
1941  assumed  the  presidency  and  general 
managership  of  the  chain  of  independent 
theatres  bearing  his  name. 

Her  Son  to  Take  Charge  Later 

Parker  left  11  corporations,  which  Mrs. 
Parker  manages  and  controls.  Included 
among  them  are  the  United  Artists,  Broad- 
way and  Mayfair  theatres  in  Portland;  the 
Liberty,  Viking  and  Riviera  theatres  in  As- 
toria and  the  United  Artists  in  Pendleton. 
Her  standing  in  the  motion  picture  industry 
gives  her  the  position  of  the  largest  inde- 
pendent theatre  owner  in  the  state  of  Ore- 
gon. Mrs.  Parker  will  continue  the  operation 
of  the  Parker  interests  until  her  son,  John 
Joseph  Parker  jr.,  becomes  of  age  and  as- 
sumes the  duties  which  she  now  holds. 

To  her  close  friends,  she  is  known  as  Hazel. 
She  maintains  a 12-room  home  in  Portland’s 
hilly  residential  section.  From  her  spacious 
balcony,  she  can  watch  below  the  500,000  in- 
habitants of  the  “City  of  Roses”  as  they 
come  and  go  from  their  daily  toil.  She  is 
intensely  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Port- 
land’s inhabitants  and  is  making  postwar 
plans  to  hold  their  patronage.  An  ardent 
reader,  she  constantly  studies  the  psychology 
of  motion  picture  merchandising  and  main- 
tains a system  from  which  she  can  determine 
at  a glance  the  trend  of  business. 

Mrs.  Parker  surrounds  herself  with  a staff 
of  competent  assistants,  chosen  from  the  best 
in  the  country,  who  help  her  with  her  pur- 
suit of  business  and  war  activity. 

She  is  busy,  because  she  keeps  her  fingers 
on  each  and  every  phase  of  theatre  operation. 
This  is  a goodly  task  as  she  owns  half  of 
Portland’s  first  run  theatres  and  all  the  show 
houses  in  Astoria,  Ore.,  the  oldest  settlement 
in  the  state  but  by  far  the  most  modern  in 
theatre  operation,  due  to  her  supervision.  Her 


THE  FEMININE  TOUCH— Carrying  on 
after  her  husband’s  death  four  years  ago, 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Parker  of  Portland,  Ore.,  top 
left,  is  doing  a fine  job  in  the  operation 
of  Oregon’s  largest  independent  theatre 
circuit.  Not  only  that,  but  she  devotes 
much  of  her  time  to  the  war  effort,  and 
has  been  a leader  in  virtually  every  pa- 
triotic campaign.  For  example,  as  shown 
in  the  photo  immediately  to  her  right,  she 
transplanted  a gigantic  24-sheet  board  to 
the  lobby  of  the  Broadway,  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  the  sale  of  war  bonds. 

At  bottom,  left:  Night  scene  in  front  of 
the  Broadway  at  Portland.  Next:  Portland 
newsboys  being  entertained  at  their  an- 
nual party,  and  finally,  part  of  her  staff 
busily  selling  bonds  during  the  Sixth  War 
Loan. 


interests  also  include  a theatre  in  Pendleton. 

If  she  had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  pay 
routine  calls  to  her  theatres,  she  would  be 
kept  busy.  The  two  towns  in  which  she  oper- 
ates theatres  outside  of  Portland  are  located 
at  opposite  ends  of  the  vast  state. 

As  “Oregon’s  Lady  Wartime  Exhibitor,” 
she  is  one  of  the  few  women  exhibitors  in  the 
United  States  operating  on  such  a large  scale, 
and  definitely  the  only  woman  in  the  coun- 
try owning  a key  situation  in  a defense  center 
as  important  as  Portland  now  is.  Portland 
is  one  of  the  leading  defense  industrial  cities 
of  the  nation  and  the  problems  to  be  met 
and  conquered  by  a woman  are  definitely  a 
credit  to  Hazel  Parker. 

Doing  Her  Part  for  Victory 

She  devotes  a goodly  portion  of  her  time 
to  the  war  effort.  Doing  business  in  the 
country’s  busiest  shipbuilding  city,  she  natur- 
ally is  cognizant  of  the  war  and  the  terrific 
job  that  must  be  done  to  win  victory  and 
bring  our  boys  home  again. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  Mrs. 
Parker  set  aside  a certain  per  cent  of  her 


time  and  energy  to  be  given  over  completely 
to  the  war  effort.  She  daily  encourages 
those  who  work  with  her  to  join  in  all  war 
activities  and  follow  through  with  them  until 
the  war  is  won  beyond  both  oceans. 

When  Portland  became  a soldier  training 
center  Mrs.  Parker  furnished  a two-room 
day  room  at  the  Portland  army  air  base  as 
a gift  to  men  of  that  flying  field.  It  is  com- 
pletely furnished  with  overstuffed  furniture, 
piano,  radio,  ping-pong  tables  and  a library. 
Highlight  and  constant  pleasure  of  the  boys 
stationed  there  are  the  many  personally 
autographed  photographs  of  film  stars  which 
Mrs.  Parker  has  endowed  to  the  day  room. 

She  gives  generously  of  her  time  as  an 
American  Red  Cross  hostess  at  the  Portland 
Officers’  Club  and  is  an  ardent  contributor 
and  worker  for  that  organization.  She  is  also 
a hostess  at  the  George  A.  White  Service 
Men’s  Center,  Portland’s  famous  recreation 
center  for  enlisted  men. 

Inaugurates  Free  Cigarets  Plan 

Mrs.  Parker  was  the  first  exhibitor  in  the 
United  States  to  conduct  a campaign  to  raise 
funds  to  send  free  cigarets  to  service  men 
overseas.  From  her  theatres  alone,  when 
cigarets  were  obtainable,  she  has  sent  over 
eight  million  smokes  to  the  fighting  front. 
Letters  constantly  flow  into  Mrs.  Parker’s 
office  from  men  in  all  parts  of  the  fighting 
globe  telling  her  how  much  they  appreciate 
her  thoughtfulness  in  conducting  this  over- 
seas gift  service.  Typical  of  the  messages 
Mrs.  Parker  receives  daily  is  this  one  from 
E.  S.  Lofurno,  Dutch  Harbor,  Alaska: 

“Dear  Mrs.  Parker: 

“Received  the  Camels  and  am  writing 
to  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart  for  being  so  elegant.  You  folks 
back  there  won’t  have  to  worry  about  our 
boys,  because  they  won’t  fail  the  people 
they  love  and  friends  such  as  you  for 
helping  us.  God  bless  you  Mrs.  Parker.” 

(Continued  on  page  29) 
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WMC  Is  Considering  Plea 
For  Exhibitor  Essentiality 

The  War  Manpower  Commission  is  giving 
considerable  thought  to  the  plea  made  in 
Congress  by  Representative  Gordon  L.  Mc- 
Donough that  motion  picture  theatres  be  de- 
clared an  essential  industry.  It  was  learned 
that  the  WMC  has  the  congressman’s  state- 
ment under  consideration  and  that  the  WMC 
chairman,  Paul  McNutt,  has  discussed  the 
McDonough  remarks  with  his  aides. 

Meantime,  a plan  to  permit  occupational 
deferment  of  a limited  number  of  men  under 
30  years  of  age  who  hold  key  positions  in  es- 
sential industry  was  worked  out  by  James  F. 
Byrnes,  director  of  war  mobilization.  Under 
the  plan,  federal  agencies  responsible  for  pro- 
curement and  maintenance  of  essential  serv- 
ices may  certify  to  local  boards  those  whose 
registrants  in  the  18  to  29-year-old  groups 
are  recommended  for  occupational  deferment. 
While  film  theatres  are  not  yet  classified  as 
essential,  the  fact  that  selective  service  is  con- 
sidering, as  a basis  of  deferment,  applications 
for  those  working  in  industries  vital  to  “the 
public  interest,”  may  be  the  wedge  that  may 
result  in  consideration  of  exhibition  as  es- 
sential. Theatres  may  be  considered  work- 
ing “in  the  public  interest,”  even  if  not  given 
such  status  officially. 

Further  efforts  to  persuade  government  au- 
thorities to  have  motion  picture  theatres  de- 
clared an  essential  industry  are  under  way. 
Locally,  the  MPTO  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia is  planning  to  spearhead  political  action 
calling  for  exhibitor  essentiality  while  con- 
gressmen and  senators  are  being  approached 
to  give  this  matter  further  consideration. 

Postwar  Housing  Plans 
Will  Benefit  Pictures 

Proposed  legislation  by  Senator  Robert  F. 
Wagner  of  New  York  for  a national  postwar 
housing  program  contemplating  the  expendi- 
ture of  between  seven  to  eight  billion  dollars 
a year  in  public  and  private  investment  is 
seen  as  benefiting  motion  picture  exhibitors 
wherever  such  housing  projects  should  reach 
completion. 

Approximately  275,000  homes  were  built 
during  each  year  of  the  war  and  in  most  in- 
stances those  new  developments,  whether  in 
individual  homes  or  in  housing  projects  of 
considerable  magnitude,  have  brought  about 
an  acceleration  of  neighborhood  business.  In 
a recent  discussion  on  the  value  of  proper 
housing,  Senator  Wagner  pointed  out  that  a 
“postwar  housing  program  is  consistent  with 
the  American  system  of  private  enterprise 
and  individual  initiative.”  In  stressing  this, 
it  was  revealed  that  in  many  communities 
eradication  of  slums  and  the  development  of 
new  housing  has  brought  about  new  construc- 
tion of  theatres  or  modernization  of  existing 
houses. 

In  Washington  alone  now  community  de- 
velopments, such  as  Brentwood  Village  and 
Naylor  Gardens,  have  resulted  in  the  building 
of  theatres  in  areas  that  formerly  were  empty 
lots.  Proposed  housing  projects,  under  way 
in  the  capital  and  in  other  cities,  invariably 
find  far-sighted  exhibitors  planning  theatre 
construction  for  these  new  developments. 

Selective  Service  Will  Seek 
Theatre  Aid  in  Job  Program 

Selective  Service  is  embarking  on  an  in- 
tensive program  to  enlist  the  aid  of  all  com- 
munity organizations  and  business,  especially 
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motion  pictures,  in  providing  jobs  for  re- 
turning veterans.  Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Her- 
shey,  director  of  Selective  Service,  has  estab- 
lished a veterans’  personnel  division  here  that 
is  putting  into  practice  a veterans’  assistance 
program  calling  for  full  aid  for  returning 
soldiers.  A vital  part  of  the  program  calls  for 
state  and  community  “awareness  of  respon- 
sibility for  providing  sufficient  job  opportuni- 
ties needed  to  accomplish  full  employment 
for  veterans.”  It  was  stated  at  Selective  Serv- 
ice headquarters  that  one  way  of  accomplish- 
ing this  aim  will  be  through  the  use  of  ap- 
peals, both  on  trailers  and  on  the  stages  of 
motion  picture  theatres. 

While  the  actual  operation  of  the  plan  still 
remains  in  the  hands  of  local  groups,  it  was 
stated  that  community  cooperation  will  neces- 
sitate the  fullest  support  of  motion  pictures 
in  stressing  the  need  for  job  placement  of  re- 
turning veterans. 

Only  "Sweetness  and  Light" 

For  Foreign  Cinemagoers 

Only  America’s  “good  side”  will  be  revealed 
to  fans  in  foreign  countries,  according  to  Na- 
than D.  Golden,  chief  of  the  motion  picture 
unit  of  the  bureau  of  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce.  By  inference  tossing  a brickbat 
at  pictures  showing  gangster  life,  Golden 
states : 

“Only  the  films  which  put  America’s  best 
foot  forward  will  be  sent  abroad.  Whereas  be- 
fore the  war  all  pictures  that  were  salable 
were  exported,  the  industry  will  in  the  future 
take  care  to  cooperate  in  building  up  friendly 
relations  with  foreign  countries  by  exploiting 
films  that  show  the  favorable  side  of  Ameri- 
can life.” 

DofJ  Set  for  Tough  Fight 
In  the  Antitrust  Suit 

While  both  sides  are  preparing  for  a long 
legal  battle  in  the  antitrust  suit,  department 
of  justice  attorneys  will  pull  no  punches  in 
their  determination  to  carry  the  fight 
through.  Corridor  comment  in  the  DofJ  build- 
ing emphasized  earlier  reports  that  Robert 
L.  Wright,  assistant  attorney  general,  will  re- 
sort to  every  legal  resource  at  his  command 
to  win  the  action  because,  it  is  stated,  he  feels 
that  the  major  film  companies  are  “some- 
what high-handed  in  their  attitude  in  this 
case.” 

Much  of  the  government’s  approach  to  the 
actual  trial,  which  has  been  set  for  October  8, 
will  depend  upon  the  outcome  of  the  pretrial 
conference  called  for  March  26.  The  injunc- 
tion hearing  before  Judge  Goddard  found 
the  companies  insisting  that  the  injunction 
plea  was  invalid  because,  in  their  belief,  the 
consent  decree  was  a final  decree.  It  is  this 
approach  to  the  consent  decree  and  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  uncompromising  attitude 
of  the  companies  that  are  prompting  Wright 
and  the  department  of  justice  to  carry  the 
fight  through  with  no  holds  barred. 

Exhibitors  in  D.C.  Go 
All-Out  for  Red  Cross 

Washington’s  motion  picture  executives  are 
going  all-out  for  the  American  Red  Cross 
to  aid  that  organization’s  fund-raising  drive. 
Local  theatres  have  pledged  100  per  cent  to 
support  the  1945  motion  picture  theatre  Red 
Cross  week  and  preparations  are  under  way 
to  make  this  drive  the  most  successful  in 
District  of  Columbia  history. 

In  addition  to  running  the  Ingrid  Berg- 
man trailer,  Red  Cross  wishing  wells  have 


been  set  up  adjacent  to  the  theatres,  while 
Harry  Anger,  Earle  Theatre  producer,  and 
Gene  Ford,  who  performs  similar  duties  for 
the  Capitol,  have  been  loaned  to  the  Red 
Cross  to  add  showmanship  to  the  charity’s 
weekly  report  meetings. 

It  is  only  fitting  that  a bow  be  tossed  to 
John  J.  Payette  and  Carter  Barron,  as  co- 
chairmen;  to  John  Allen,  as  exhibitor  chair- 
man; to  A.  Julian  Brylawski,  president, 
MPTO  of  D.  C.;  and  to  the  working  person- 
nel, Frank  LaFalce,  Harry  Bachman,  Gra- 
ham Barbee,  Louis  Bernheimer,  Walter  Cer- 
sley,  Jack  Foxe,  Fred  Kogod,  Claude  Land, 
George  Shepp,  Lawrence  Snoots  and  Lloyd 
Wineland. 

Eric  Johnston  Reported 
Blowing  Hot,  Then  Cold 

Latest  developments  in  the  proposal  that 
Eric  Johnston  join  the  Hays  office  finds  the 
United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce  presi- 
dent blowing  hot  and  cold  on  the  proposition. 
The  contract  still  reposes  in  the  Johnston 
desk,  it  is  reported,  and  he  still  is  giving  it 
careful  consideration. 

However,  Johnston  is  being  considered  for 
re-election  as  president  of  the  Chamber  ot 
Commerce — a post  that  he  likes  a lot — ana 
if  there  were  some  way  for  him  to  handle 
both  assignments,  it  would  be  a quick  deal, 
it  is  reported. 

Raw  Stock  "Hot  Potato" 

Has  the  WPB  Stymied 

At  the  meeting  Friday,  March  16,  of  the 
industry  advisory  committee  with  Stanley 
Adams,  WPB  chief  of  the  consumers  durable 
goods  division  and  Lincoln  V.  Burrows,  chief, 
photographic  division,  the  question  of  raw 
stock  allocations  for  the  second  quarter  still 
left  many  questions  unanswered.  While  a 
pool  of  film  has  been  proposed  for  the  use  o, 
independents  if  the  latter  group  runs  short 
of  raw  stock,  the  government  still  felt  tha- 
allocations  should  run  about  the  same  as  the 
first  quarter  and  should  be  based  on  film 
consumption  during  the  period  between  194i 
and  1944. 

Those  "Shocker"  Newsreels 
As  Aid  to  Red  Cross  Drive 

The  government’s  approval  for  public  show- 
ing of  newsreels  that  depict  in  full  and  inti- 
mate detail  the  real  horrors  of  war  are  hav- 
ing a definite  effect  upon  Red  Cross  con- 
tributions, it  was  reported  here.  Early  re- 
turns from  various  cities  indicate,  according 
to  Red  Cross  headquarters,  that  contributions 
are  ahead  of  records  set  in  previous  drives. 

I've  Heard: 

That  Richard  Ford  and  Neville  Gardi- 
ner are  returning  to  England  for  the 
British  Information  Service,  to  deliver  a 
full  report  on  film  activities  here; 

That  those  figures  in  front  of  your 
eyes  aren’t  Betty  Grable  or  Ann  Sheri- 
dan— they’re  still  income  tax  numbers; 

That  the  Lauren  Bacall-Vice-President 
Truman  picture  (that  one  of  the  Look 
displaying  her  limbs  on  a piano  top  while 
the  vice-president  tickles  the  ivories) 
nearly  caused  a split  among  National 
Press  Club  higher-ups. 

It's  My  Guess: 

That  the  commerce  department  boss, 
Henry  Wallace,  will  do  a neat  job  of 
streamlining  his  department  and,  in  the 
process,  give  the  motion  picture  division 
more  emphasis; 

That  the  state  department  also  will  ac- 
tivate its  film  studies  to  the  point  where 
it  will  work  closely  with  Hollywood  pro- 
ducers on  all  motion  pictures  bearing 
foreign  themes. 
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EDWARD  SMALL 


DENNIS  O’KEEFE  HELEN  WALKER  - IUNE  HAVOC 
EDDIE  ROCHESTER  ANDERSON  • GAIL  PATRICK  • MISCHA  AUER 

in 

BREWSTER’S  MILLIONS 


with 

NANA  BRYANT  • JOHN  LITEL  • JOE  SAWYER  • NEIL  HAMILTON  • HERB.  RUDLEY  • THURSTON  HALL 

From  the  novel  by  George  Barr  McCutcheon  and  Stage  Play  by  Winchell  Smith  and  Bryon  Ongley 
Screenplay  by  Siegfried  Herzig,  Charles  Rogers  and  Wilkie  Mahoney 

Directed  by  ALLAN  DWAN  • RELEASED  THRU  UNITED  ARTISTS 


COLUMBIA’S  BIRTHDAY  — It’s  Columbia’s  20th  anniversary.  Executives 
gather  around  a birthday  cake  in  the  office  of  General  Sales  Manager  A.  Montague 
to  drink  a toast.  An  anniversary  campaign  runs  from  March  16  to  June  28.  Seen 
here  are,  left  to  right:  V.  Borelli,  J.  Meyer,  M.  J.  Weisfeldt,  L.  Lipskin,  L.  Jaffe, 
M.  Grad,  S.  Raisler,  Rube  Jackter,  S.  Singerman,  N.  B.  Spingold,  I.  Sherman, 
Montague,  J.  Freiberg,  A.  Schneider,  F.  Rosenberg,  L.  Weinberg,  L.  Astor,  D.  Weiss- 
man,  G.  Josephs,  M.  Seligman,  A.  Seligman,  H.  Kaufman  and  F.  Izzo. 


"Firsl  Lady"  Doing 
Inspired  War  Job 

(Continued  from  page  25) 

Seaman  Henry  C.  Diehl  jr.,  writes  from 
somewhere  in  the  South  Pacific: 

“Dear  Mrs.  Parker: 

“Just  a line  to  thank  you  and  the  folks 
back  home  for  sending  us  the  cigarets. 

It  has  given  me  a warm  feeling  around 
my  heart  to  know  that  people  back  home 
care  about  us  boys  out  here  in  the  South 
Pacific.  Please  excuse  the  writing,  but 
the  ship  is  rolling  just  enough  to  make  it 
look  awful.” 

Another  boy  writes: 

“Dear  Mrs.  Parker: 

“Opening  a package  of  cigarets,  I 
noticed  just  seven  little  words.  They 
were  ‘From  friends  at  J.  J.  Parker’s 
Broadway  Theatre.’  I want  to  thank  you 
people  for  the  trouble  you  went  to  in 
sending  us  those  cigarets.” 

Still  another  writes: 

“The  navy  gun  crew  received  the 
cigarets  you  and  other  Portlanders  so 
thoughtfully  sent  us.  Thanks  a lot.  By  the 
time  you  get  this  card,  we  may  be  some- 
where near  Tokyo.” 

A humorous  marine  writes: 

“Tanks  a million  for  the  cigarets.  Keep 
’em  coming  and  we’ll  keep  ’em  running.” 

Praise  From  War  Leaders 

Mrs.  Parker  has  been  personally  commend- 
ed by  Gen.  Douglas  Mac  Arthur;  Brig.  Gen. 
Thomas  E.  Rilea,  in  charge  of  all  supplies 
going  overseas:  Admiral  Nimitz  and  a num- 
ber of  other  high  army  and  naval  officials 
for  her  extreme  patriotism  in  organizing  this 
overseas  cigaret  service.  Of  the  many  things 
that  Mrs.  Parker  has  done  for  the  war  effort, 
she  feels  her  “cigarets  for  overseas  boys” 
effort  tops  them  all.  She  personally  answers 
all  the  letters  she  receives  from  fighting  men 
who  write  to  thank  her  for  sending  cigarets. 

She  shows  government  films  each  week  on 
all  her  screens.  Mrs.  Parker’s  theatres  were 
among  the  first  in  the  entire  nation  to  sell 
war  stamps  and  war  bonds  in  the  lobby  day 
and  night.  One  of  her  managers  was  a 
member  of  the  Honored  Hundred,  sent  to 
Washington  as  a result  of  efforts  attained 
in  the  Fourth  War  Loan  drive.  In  1944, 
$10,000,000  worth  of  war  stamps  were  sold 
as  a result  of  the  staff’s  efforts. 

Led  Salvage  Drives 

When  Uncle  Sam  asked  the  theatres  of  the 
nation  to  hold  rubber,  scrap,  metal,  copper 
and  newspaper  matinees,  Mrs.  Parker  joined 
whole-heartedly  in  the  crusade  and  was 
among  the  first  to  assist  in  collecting  these 
materials  of  war. 

She  works  hand  in  hand  with  the  other 
Portland  theatres  on  the  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee. Her  director  of  advertising  served  as 
state  publicity  director  for  the  Sixth  War 
Loan  drive. 

The  lobbies  and  screens  of  all  J.  J.  Parker 
theatres  are  given  over  to  the  promotion  and 
sale  of  war  bonds. 

An  admirer  of  outdoor  advertising,  Mrs. 
Parker  took  it  upon  herself  to  move  a gigantic 
24-sheet  board  into  the  lobby  of  her  largest 
theatre,  the  Broadway.  This  24-sheet  is  de- 
voted exclusively  to  the  sale  of  war  bonds. 

When  the  history  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry is  written  for  eternity,  the  name  of 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Parker  will  have  an  important 
place  among  the  great  and  near  great. 


Wins  "Janie"  Role 

HOLLYWOOD — Joan  Leslie,  selected  to 
succeed  Joyce  Reynolds  who  retired  from  the 
title  role  in  the  Janie  series  to  private  life, 
has  started  work  in  “Janie  Gets  Married.” 


Exhibitors'  Organization 
At  Syracuse  Is  Thriving 

SYRACUSE — An  informal  organization  of 
area  managers,  started  last  fall  for  the  first 
time  with  a nucleus  of  about  a dozen  exec- 
utives, is  thriving  here  and  now  has  about 
30  operators,  salesmen,  and  trade  visitors 
lunching  together  every  Wednesday  noon  at 
the  Hotel  Syracuse.  Members  hope  to  see  the 
group,  as  yet  untitled,  develop  into  a local 
Variety  Club. 

Aside  from  the  good  feeling  and  solidarity 
resulting  from  the  friendly  atmosphere  of 
the  luncheon  table,  the  organization  gather- 
ings have  enabled  area  showmen  to  exchange 
opinions  and  experiences  usefully,  and  proved 
its  worth  exceptionally  during  the  recent 
shutdown  caused  by  the  fuel  shortage.  The- 
atre men  were  able  to  present  a united  front 
in  the  emergency,  and  to  delegate  a member 
to  confer  with  municipal  and  federal  of- 
ficials. 

Officers  are:  President,  Sidney  Grossman, 
owner  of  the  Elmwood  Theatre,  neighborhood 
house;  vice-president,  Harry  Unterfort,  city 
RKO-Schine  manager:  secretary,  Emanuel 
Waronov,  local  M-G-M  salesman,  and  treas- 
urer, Rube  Cantor,  owner  of  theatres  in  sev- 
eral villages  of  this  county. 

Two  Mexican  Productions 
Into  World  Distribution 

HOLLYWOOD — Billing  the  deal  as  the  first 
time  that  a Mexican-made  film  will  be 
treated  to  world-wide  distribution,  Metro  has 
announced  signing  of  a contract  through 
which  that  company  will  distribute  two  fea- 
tures produced  in  the  southern  republic. 

The  films  are  “Maria  Candelaria,”  which 
stars  Delores  del  Rio  and  which  was  made 
by  Films  Mundiales  in  Mexico  City,  and  “El 
Penon  de  las  Animas,”  costarring  Maria  Felix 
and  Jorge  Negrete,  and  produced  by  Clasa 
Films,  also  in  Mexico  City. 

The  pictures,  made  in  Spanish,  will  be 
synchronized  into  English  and  other  lan- 
guages, it  was  announced. 


Interstate  Buys  Two 

BOSTON — Interstate  Theatre  Corp.  has  ac- 
quired the  Modern  and  Randolph  Theatres, 
in  Brockton  and  Randolph,  respectively.  The 
houses  were  purchased  from  Morris  Perl- 
stein  and  Edward  Kane  of  Brockton. 


Columbia  Anniversary 
Tribute  to  Montague 

NEW  YORK— In  tribute  to  General  Sales 
Manager  A.  Montague,  Columbia  has  launched 
a Montague  Twentieth  Anniversary  Cam- 
paign, starting  March  16  and  ending  June  28. 

“In  20  years  I have  seen  Columbia  grow 
from  a modest,  humble  position  in  the  in- 
dustry to  one  of  distinction  and  importance,” 
said  Montague.  “Twenty  years  ago  our  prod- 
uct reflected  our  size;  today  it  is  a true  re- 
flection of  our  development  into  a far-flung- 
enterprise.  Twenty  years  ago  we  were  a 
handful  of  people;  now  we  Columbians  are 
numbered  in  the  thousands. 

“We  began  with  a few  exhibitor  accounts, 
while  today  our  many  thousands  of  exhibitor 
friends  are  a source  of  pride.  Ours  is  a typi- 
cal story  of  American  industry  and  this  too  is 
a source  of  great  pride.” 

The  period  covered  by  the  Montague  drive 
parallels  the  distribution  of  what  has  been 
called  the  company’s  greatest  lineup.  Among 
films  to  be  released  during  the  15-week  pe- 
riod include  “A  Song  to  Remember,”  starring 
Paul  Muni  and  Merle  Oberon,  which  will  be 
sold  separately;  “Tonight  and  Every  Night,” 
and  the  following: 

“Counter-Attack,”  starring  Paul  Muni  and 
directed  by  Zolta  Korda;  “Over  21,”  filmiza- 
tion  of  Ruth  Gordon’s  stage  hit,  starring  Irene 
Dunne,  Alexander  Knox  and  Charles  Coburn, 
directed  by  Charles  Vidor;  “A  Thousand  and 
One  Nights,”  Technicolor  production  with 
Cornel  Wilde,  Evelyn  Keyes,  Adele  Jergens 
and  Phil  Silvers,  directed  by  Alfred  E.  Green; 
“The  Fighting  Guardsman,”  with  Willard 
Parker,  Anita  Louise,  Janis  Carter,  John 
Loder,  Edgar  Buchanan  and  Ted  Donaldson. 

Exhibitors  will  also  be  able  to  book  during 
the  drive  the  latest  of  the  Whistler  series, 
“The  Power  of  the  Whistler”;  “Rough,  Tough 
and  Ready,”  and  the  latest  Boston  Blackie 
film,  “Boston  Blackie  Booked  on  Suspicion.” 


Reginald  Armour  Here 

NEW  YORK — Reginald  Armour,  overseas 
representative  of  the  motion  picture  bureau 
of  OWI,  has  arrived  in  New  York  for  con- 
ferences in  a special  mission  for  OWI.  His 
trip  has  taken  him  to  England,  France,  North 
Africa  and  Italy. 
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“TOMORROW  THE  WORLD’!.. acclaimed  by 
critics  and  public  as  the  hit  picture  of  1945 . . . 
backed  by  a pre-selling  campaign  of  ads  like 
this... is  now  doing  outstanding  business  in 
its  initial  engagements  all  over  the  country! 


“The  Hit  Picture  of  1945!“ . . • Drew  Pearson  blue  network 


“A  Must  See  Picture !“ Jimmy  Fidler 

“Exciting  — First  Rate!“  ....  . . . liberty  Magazine 
“Wondrously  Warm  — Tremendously  Gripping  I “ 

. . . McCall's  Magazine 
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Leo  Seeks  Adolescent  Thespian 
To  Fill  Mickey  Rooney's  Shoes 

Tentatively,  a title  has  been  selected  for 
that  bit  of  productional  legerdemain  that 
Metro  is  about  to  undertake — an  Andy  Hardy 
picture  sans  Andy  Hardy.  The  vehicle  will 
be  “The  Hardy  Family’s  Country  Cousin,” 
which  Carey  Wilson  will  produce  from  a 
script  just  received  from  Booth  Tarkington. 
Wilson  is  seeking  an  adolescent  Thespian  to 
portray  the  title  role  and  the  remainder  of 
the  cast  will  include  all  of  the  Hardy  regu- 
ars with  the  exception  of  the  main  one — 
Mickey  Rooney,  still  in  uniform. 

Veteran  Ben  Judell  to  Make  Pair 
Of  States'  Rights  Productions 

After  being  out  of  action  for  a consider- 
able time  because  of  family  misfortunes,  Ben 
Judell,  veteran  midwest  distributor  and  more 
recently  an  independent  producer,  has  an- 
nounced plans  for  the  early  filming  of  a 
pair  of  exploitation  specials  which  will  be 
state-righted.  Titles  of  the  duo  are  “Are 
Your  Children  to  Blame?”  and  “Girls  Under 
18.”  Judell  is  currently  lining  up  studio 
space  and  a technical  crew. 

84-90  Minutes  Is  an  Ideal  Length 
For  Features,  Fenton  Poll  Shows 

Leslie  Fenton,  producing  and  directing 
chief  of  the  newly-organized  Mutual  Produc- 
tions, thinks  he  has  ascertained  that  84  to 
90  minutes  is  the  ideal  length  for  a feature 
film,  and  will,  consequently,  hold  his  initialer, 
“Pardon  My  Past,”  within  that  running  time. 

Fenton  decared  that  his  opinion  is  predi- 
cated upon  a poll  he  conducted  among  182 
of  the  nation’s  leading  exhibitors,  whose  con- 
sensus indicated  that  shorter  features  are 
desirable.  Surveyed  were  such  showmen  as 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  Bob  O’Donnell,  M.  A. 
Lightman,  J.  R.  Vogel,  John  Balaban,  John 
J.  Friedl,  E.  J.  Hudson,  Edwin  Silverman, 
Charles  R.  Gilmour,  E.  M.  Loew,  J.  M.  Benas 
and  Louis  W.  Schine. 

Though  their  reasons  varied  considerably, 
all  these  exhibitors  agreed,  it  was  stated,  that 
Hollywood  has  been  wasting  footage  and  that 
single  bills  as  well  as  double  situations  would 
benefit  from  shorter  releases.  Turnover 
schedules  figure  prominently  in  their  rea- 


sons but  even  more  important  was  a feeling 
of  responsibility  to  theatre  patrons  to  present 
a carefully-chosen,  well-rounded  program  of 
shorter  subjects,  augmenting  the  main  fea- 
ture. The  new  curfew  ruling,  some  pointed 
out,  makes  it  even  more  imperative  that 
Hollywood  seek  to  condense  its  features. 

New  Firm  Seeks  to  Re-Establish 
Film  Outlets  in  Postwar  China 

It  may  be  a press  agent’s  dream  and  it 
may  be  a harbinger  of  a new  facet  of  pro- 
duction activity,  the  announcement  of  the 
formation  of  Chinese  Productions,  Ltd.,  Chi- 
nese-American  film  company,  reported  to  be 
the  first  of  its  kind.  Its  declared  original 
venture  will  be  filming  a Chinese  version  of 
RKO  Radio’s  “First  Man  Into  Tokyo.” 

Richard  Loo,  president,  and  Keye  Luke, 
treasurer,  state  they  have  obtained  the  per- 
mission of  RKO  and  of  J.  Robert  Bren,  co- 
author and  producer  of  the  film,  to  make 
the  foreign  version.  According  to  President 
Loo,  the  company  will  aim  at  re-establishing 
outlets  in  postwar  China  of  some  800  the- 
atres with  an  aggregate  seating  capacity  of 
255,000. 

Advertising  Material  for  PRC 
To  Be  Prepared  on  the  Coast 

Press  books  for  PRC  productions  as  well 
as  all  other  exhibitor  advertising  material 
will  be  prepared  and  manufactured  on  the 
coast  after  April  1,  the  company  has  an- 
nounced. Don  McElwaine,  director  of  pub- 
licity and  advertising,  has  expanded  his  de- 
partment to  handle  the  increased  volume. 

New  Bond-Charteris  Concern 
Has  a Variety  of  Interests 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  found- 
ing of  Bond-Charteris  Enterprises,  to  be  en- 
gaged in  a variety  of  interests  including  mo- 
tion pictures,  television  and  allied  fields.  The 
new  company  is  headed  by  Leslie  Charteris, 
author  of  “The  Saint”  mystery  stories,  and 
Anson  Bond,  who  has  been  producing  films 
for  various  branches  of  the  armed  services. 

The  firm  plans  production  of  motion  pic- 
tures designed  expressly  for  television.  The 
films,  to  be  commercially  sponsored,  will  deal 
primarily  with  visualization  of  products  for 


inclusion  in  televised  advertisements.  Bond- 
Charteris  controls  sole  rights  to  “The  Saint” 
mystery  fiction  here  and  is  currently  produc- 
ing “The  Saint”  radio  shows,  heard  over  22 
NBC  radio  stations  from  coast  to  coast.  Pro- 
duction of  a series  of  pictures  based  on  the 
character  is  scheduled  for  the  near  future. 
“Saint”  films  were  formerly  produced  by  RKO 
Radio  and  starred  George  Sanders  in  the  title 
role. 

Metro  Purchases  "April's  There"; 
Cagneys  Buy  "Lion  in  the  Street" 

Impressive  both  in  quality  and  quantity 
were  transactions  on  Hollywood’s  story  mart. 

Metro  acquired  “Now  That  April’s  There,” 
an  unpublished  novel  of  that  name  by  Daisy 
Neumann.  The  story  deals  with  the  experi- 
ence of  two  English  children  who  return  to 
their  Oxford  home  after  spending  three  years 
in  the  United  States  to  escape  the  English 
blitz  . . . “Lion  in  the  Street,”  a first  novel 
by  Adria  Locke  Langley,  a Santa  Monica  de- 
fense worker,  was  purchased  by  the  Cagney 
brothers — Bill  and  Jim — whose  product  is  dis- 
tributed by  United  Artists. 

Columbia  tapped  the  cash  drawer  for  a trio 
of  properties:  “Son  of  Robin  Hood,”  novel 
by  Paul  A.  Castleton,  will  be  used  as  the 
basis  of  an  adventure  film  in  Technicolor  to 
be  titled  “Bandit  of  Sherwood  Forest.”  Leon- 
ard Picker  and  Clifford  Stanforth  will  co- 
produce, Henry  Levin  direct.  Second  was 
“The  Walls  Came  Tumbling  Down,”  mystery 
novel  by  Joe  Eisinger,  which  will  be  pro- 
duced by  Albert  J.  Cohen.  Last  was  another 
Dumas  story,  “The  Regent’s  Daughter,”  which 
will  be  retitled  “The  Cavalier  of  France”  for 
the  screen.  Michel  Kraike  has  been  assigned 
to  produce  and  has  set  Lewis  Allen  to  write 
the  screen  treatment. 

Paramount  corralled  “Blaze  of  Noon,”  a 
half  finished  novel  with  an  aviation  back- 
ground, written  by  Ernest  K.  Gann.  The 
yarn  deals  with  the  period  wnen  the  United 
States  was  developing  its  airmail  routes  . . . 
“Dark  Corner,”  an  original  whodunit  by  Leo 
Rosten,  was  bought  by  20th  Century-Fox  and 
assigned  to  Fred  Kohlmar  to  produce. 

Voldemar  Vetluguin  Appointed 
Leo's  Editorial  Board  Chief 

Voldemar  Vetluguin  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  Metro’s  editorial  board.  Before 
joining  the  studio  in  an  editorial  capacity  two 
years  ago,  Vetluguin  was  a writer  and  editor 
of  Redbook  magazine.  Membership  on  the 
board,  in  addition  to  Vetluguin,  includes  Wil- 
liam Fadiman,  Nat  Wolff,  Frances  Marion, 
Adela  Rogers  St.  Johns  and  Harriet  Frank 
. . . Leo  announced  also  the -signing  of  Direc- 
tor S.  Sylvan  Simon  to  a new  long-term  con- 
tract . . . Sammy  Timberg,  who  for  the  last 
12  years  has  been  employed  by  Paramount 
in  charge  of  music  for  short  subjects  and  car- 
toons, has  joined  Columbia,  and  in  addition 
to  other  duties  will  act  as  a studio  contact 
and  representative  at  Screen  Gems  . . . Abra- 
ham Polonsky,  magazine  serial  and  radio 
writer,  who  was  signed  by  Paramount  to  a 
term  writing  contract  a year  ago,  but  took 
time  out  to  do  a job  with  the  Office  of 
Strategic  Services,  has  returned  to  the  studio 
and  was  assigned  to  work  on  an  original 
screenplay  with  Karl  Tunberg,  who  will  pro- 
duce it. 

Howard  “Red”  Christie,  an  assistant  direc- 
tor at  Universal  Studio  for  the  last  eight 
years,  was  upped  to  the  status  of  associate 
producer  and  assigned  to  work  with  Producer 
Felix  Jackson  in  the  Deanna  Durbin  unit. 
Christie  succeeds  Frank  Shaw,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  work  with  Producer-Director 
Frank  Ryan  as  associate  producer  in  pre- 
paring “As  It  Was  Before,”  which  will  star 
Merle  Oberon  and  Charles  Corvin  . . . Cpl. 
Herman  King,  discharged  from  the  marine 
corps,  has  rejoined  his  brothers,  Maurice  and 
Frank,  in  their  production  company  to  take 
charge  of  exhibitor  relations. 


ANOTHER  AWARD  FOR  LEO — Leo’s  still  photographers  are  afraid  they’re 
getting  into  a rut.  Photographing  Metroites  with  their  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon 
awards  is  getting  to  be  almost  a monthly  chore  for  the  lot’s  lensmen. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  was  selected  by  the  National 
Screen  Council  as  the  best  picture  released  during  January  1945  and  those  con- 
nected with  its  making  received  their  respective  plaques,  as  the  above  indicates: 
Left:  Sam  Zimbalist,  who  produced  the  picture;  Van  Johnson  and  Phyllis  Thaxter, 
its  stars. 
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A very  good  way  to  repeat  the 

business  you  did  on  "Salute  To  The  Marines” 

is  to  play  this  one! 


"Our  World  Premiere 
at  Akron,  Ohio,  equals 
'Salute  To  The  Marines' 
and  we’re  doing  top 
business  everywhere!" 


LLA<E  BEERY 


with 


THIS  MANS  NAVY 


TOM  DRAKE  • JAMES  GLEASON 

JAN  CLAYTON  • SELENA  ROYLE 
NOAH  BEERY,  Sr.  • HENRY  O’NEILL 

Story  and  Screen  Play  by  Borden  Chase 
Based  on  an  Idea  by  Commander  Herman  E.  Holland,  U.  S.  Navy  (Ret.) 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 

Directed  by  WILLIAM  A.  WELLMAN  • Produced  by  SAMUEL  MARX 


brings  you 


LITHO  U S 


Mexican  Studio  Work 
Waits  Federal  Okay 


UNITED  ARTISTS  ENTERTAINS— Prior  to  the  tradescreening  of  Edward 
Small’s  “Brewster’s  Millions,”  Harry  Kosiner,  eastern  representative,  was  host  at 
a dinner  at  Toots  Shors.  Top — Bernard  Kamber,  Walter  Gould,  Kosiner,  Emanuel 
Silverstone  and  Barry  Buchanan  of  UA.  Bottom — R.  W.  Baremore,  James  M. 
Jerauld,  Mel  Konecoff,  Milt  Livingston  and  A1  Picoult. 


By  DON  PEPE 

MEXICO  CITY— Prospects  for  the  end  of 
the  costly  standstill  of  production  in  the 
studios  here  brightened  strongly  with  the 
end  of  the  conference  of  the  chancellors  of 
all  Americas.  President  Comacho,  it  is  hoped, 
now  will  find  time  to  take  up  the  union  con- 
troversy that  has  been  stopping  production. 

The  President,  through  the  department  of 
labor,  is  expected  to  grant  recognition  this 
week  to  the  new  union  organized  as  a result 
of  the  trouble  among  the  union  leaders. 
When  this  is  given  work  will  be  resumed, 
studio  executives  have  announced. 

The  new  union  is  composed  solely  of  work- 
ers concerned  in  the  technical  branches  of 
production;  namely,  photographers,  studio 
staffs,  artists,  musicians,  directors  and  sound 
engineers,  entirely  separate  from  the  other 
group  which  includes  exchange  employes, 
projectionists,  ticket  sellers,  janitors,  etc. 

Cantinflas  Heads  New  Union 

Cantinfias,  the  popular  actor,  has  the 
toughest  role  ever  assigned  to  him  as  head 
of  the  new  union  of  production  units.  His 
popularity  is  expected  to  be  a great  asset 
in  solution  of  the  troubled  situation. 

The  trouble  is  a critical  one  for  the  com- 
paratively recent  Mexican  production  indus- 
try. Figures  finally  compiled  for  1944  show 
a total  of  63  native  productions  finished  in 
1944.  But  with  Hollywood  crowding  to  pro- 
duce films  with  Mexican  atmosphere,  plus 
labor  troubles  and  raw  stock  rationing,  the 
prospects  for  1945  are  not  nearly  so  bright. 

An  added  attraction  is  the  double  featur- 
ing here  of  the  same  picture,  “The  Invisible 
Man’s  Revenge,”  one  with  an  English  dia- 
log and  the  other  in  Spanish. 

Distinguished  visitors  from  Hollywood  in- 
cluded Charles  Skouras  of  National  The- 
atres (20th-Fox)  and  Paul  Lukas,  actor. 

A new  theatre  will  be  opened  soon  in 
Tijuana. 

An  interesting  item  this  week  was  an  order 
from  Hollywood  for  100  “mariachi”  suits, 
with  all  trimmings,  sombreros,  huaraches, 
etc.,  and  a gorgeous  “china  poblana”  dress. 
If  labor  leaders  continue  to  make  trouble 
and  Hollywood  starts  making  pictures  with 
Mexican  atmosphere,  what  will  Mexican  pro- 
ducers produce? 

The  Spanish  versions  of  Monogram’s  “Lady, 
Let’s  Dance”  and  Metro’s  “The  White  Cliffs 
of  Dover,”  were  not  as  good  as  “Gaslight.” 
Not  much  chance  of  competition  for  Mexican- 
made  pictures  with  such  poor  dubbing. 

On  the  other  hand  Metro  has  signed  a 
contract  with  Clasa  and  Films  Mundiales  to 
double  into  English  the  outstanding  Mexican 
productions,  “Maria  Candelaria”  and  “El 
Penon  de  las  Animas.”  These  will  be  the 
first  two  Mexican  pictures  to  be  shown  to 
English  speaking  audiences  in  their  own 
language.  This  might,  in  a way,  compensate 
for  the  Spanish  versions  of  American  pic- 
tures. Metro’s  representative  said  that  if 
they  click  Leo  will  be  heard  also  in  Italian, 
French  and  Portuguese. 

850,000  Pesos  for  “Caballeros” 

Due  to  the  halt  in  production  raw  film, 
which  was  rationed  for  the  first  quarter,  will 
be  available  in  double  quantity  when  work 
is  started  again,  as  the  second  quarter  will 
then  be  ready  for  producers. 

Figures  at  the  boxoffice  are  high.  The  ten 
weeks  of  “The  Three  Caballeros”  pushed 
receipts  over  850,000  pesos,  nearly  $1,000,000. 

Monogram  will  start  on  its  full  Spanish 
dialog  policy  with  a Spanish  version  of 
“Lady,  Let’s  Dance.”  Apparently  in  order  to 
compensate  the  Spanish  dialog  faults  Ameri- 
can producers  are  inserting  some  of  the  most 
popular  songs  in  the  films. 

Metropolitan  is  showing  the  “White  Cliffs 


of  Dover,”  Metro’s  second  Spanish  dialog 
picture. 

Construction  of  new  studios  have  been 
started  under  the  leadership  of  Theodore 
Gildred,  owner  of  the  Lido,  Lindavista,  Sa- 
voya  and  Chapultepec  theatres.  They  will 
be  located  near  the  historic  Villa  de  Guada- 
lupe, tourists’  main  attraction  on  their  list 
of  sightseeing. 

The  exchange  of  full  Spanish  dialog  pic- 
tures for  our  artists  continues.  Pedro  Ar- 
mendariz  is  already  in  Hollywood.  He  speaks 
fluent  English  so  he  will  not  need  a double 
in  English  dialog  production.  The  same  ap- 
plies to  Jose  Pulido,  who  will  work  with 
Republic. 

Carmen  Amaya,  the  gypsy  dancer,  and 
troupe  will  also  appear  in  a picture;  that  is, 
if  they  can  stay  until  production  is  re- 
started. 

“Libertad  Lamarque,”  the  famous  Argen- 
tine film  star  and  tango  singer,  is  reported 
to  be  coming  for  personal  appearances  with 
Paco  Miller’s  show. 

World  Prospect  for  Films 
Good,  Cowdin  Declares 

WILMINGTON,  DEL. — Domestic  and  for- 
eign prospects  for  the  industry  continue  good 
and  the  outlook  for  more  film  fans  after  the 
war  than  ever  before  is  excellent,  J.  Cheever 
Cowdin,  chairman  of  the  board  of  Universal, 
told  stockholders  at  the  annual  meeting  here. 

Universal  has  turned  over  to  the  army  with- 
out cost  4,122  16mm  prints  of  features  and 
2,665  prints  of  shorts  for  showing  to  the 
armed  forces,  Cowdin  stated. 

Directors  were  re-elected  as  follows:  J.  N.. 
Blumberg,  Paul  G.  Brown,  D.  C.  Collins,  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  Preston  Davie,  William  J. 
German,  John  J.  O’Connor,  Ottavic  Prochet, 
Charles  D.  Prutzman,  J.  Arthur  Rank,  Budd 
Rogers,  Daniel  M.  Sheaffer,  W.  H.  Taylor  jr., 
and  Clifford  Work. 


Assign  Femme  Lead  of  "Big  House" 

Lynne  Roberts  is  set  for  the  feminine  lead 
in  the  Republic  production,  “Girls  of  the 
Big  House.” 


Popper's  Will  Distribute 
Super-Hybrid  Brand  Corn 

KANSAS  CITY — Popper’s  Supply  Co.,  with 
offices  on  Filmrow  here,  and  situated  similar- 
ly in  Los  Angeles,  has  been  named  exclusive 
wholesaler  for  hybrid  Super-Pop  popcorn,  ac- 
cording to  announcement  here  by  Rube  Mel- 
cher.  The  latter,  with  Harry  Taylor,  in  charge 
of  the  Los  Angeles  office,  and  Morrie  Snead, 
also  of  the  coast  office,  conducted  the  nego- 
tiations with  John  C.  Nicholson  of  the  Ne- 
braska Seed  Co.  at  Omaha.  The  latter  firm 
is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country  devoted 
to  seed-growing  and  processing. 

Super-Pop  is  a newly  patented  name  given 
to  the  hybrid  South  American  variety  of  pop- 
corn, the  growing  and  processing  of  which  is 
a specialty  of  Nicholson’s  concern.  The  corn 
is  grown  on  the  fertile  silt  loam  soil  of  Ne- 
braska and  Iowa,  two  states  the  climate  of 
which  is  particularly  adapted  to  this  crop, 
according  to  Nicholson. 

Melcher,  whose  associate  in  the  Kansas  City 
headquarters  is  Dan  Lawson,  also  announced 
late  in  the  week  that  the  Popper’s  firm  had 
contracted  for  the  entire  popcorn  output  of 
the  Mo-Kan  Processing  Co.  of  Kansas  City. 

Eastman  Kodak  Earnings 
On  an  Upward  Trend 

NEW  YORK — Eastman  Kodak  reported  a 
net  profit  of  $23,031,310  for  the  53  weeks 
ended  Dec.  31,  1944,  equal  to  $9.15  per  share 
of  common  stock,  compared  to  the  net  profit 
of  $22,270,403,  or  $8.85  a common  share,  for 
1943,  a 52-week  year.  Consolidated  net  sales 
for  1944  increased  13  per  cent  to  $303,672,763 
from  $269,044,394  the  year  before.  As  in  the 
four  previous  years,  the  consolidated  figures 
did  not  include  the  accounts  of  wholly  owned 
subsidiaries  outside  the  western  hemisphere. 

Costs  and  expenses  in  1944  were  higher  in 
relation  to  sales.  Major  factors  contributing 
to  the  increase  were  larger  payments  for  em- 
ploye benefits  and  for  New  York  state 
franchise  tax, 
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SELECTED  AS  THE 
PICTURE  OF  THE  WEEK! 

By  LOUELLA  PARSONS 

On  Nationwide  Network 

By  JIMMY  FIDLER 

On  Nationwide  Network 
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FIRST  THREE  ENGAGEMENTS  FORECAST  DOUGH  FOR  YOU! 
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Memories  at  a Bedside 

Gathered  around  the  bed  of  a 92-year-old 
woman  recently  in  a hospital  in  Waukegan, 
111.,  was  a group  of  film  men  listed  among 
the  great  in  Chicago  industry  annals.  They 
were  leaders  in  the  old  Essanay  studios,  once 
one  of  the  big  producing  companies  of  the 
country,  who  went  to  the  hospital  to  help 
celebrate  the  birthday  of  Mrs.  Catherine 
Spoor,  mother  of  George  K.  Spoor,  who  with 
G.  M.  "Broncho  Billy”  Anderson  founded 
Essanay  in  1897. 

$200  a Week  Satisfactory 

W.  H.  Stratford,  Chicago,  business  agent 
for  the  International  Photographers  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Industry  Local  666,  assures 
there  will  be  no  demands  for  wage  increases 
when  the  present  contracts  run  out.  The  scale 
is  $200  a week  for  the  "Hollywood”  classifi- 
cation and  $150  for  the  industrial. 

Another  for  Friedl! 

Mark  up  another  accomplishment  of 
friendly  John  J.  Friedl,  chief  of  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.,  Paramount  affiliate  cir- 
cuit. The  big  chain  has  established  a repu- 
tation of  being  “eminently  fair”  in  its  rela- 
tions with  independent  competitors  under 
the  “live-and-let-live”  policies  of  Friedl.  As 
a result,  a dispatch  from  Minneapolis  relates, 
independents  generally  are  cold  to  a bill  in- 
troduced in  the  Minnesota  legislature  to 
divorce  distributors  and  producers  from  own- 
ership or  operation  of  theatres.  North  Cen- 
tral Allied  probably  will  vote  not  to  support 
the  measure. 

No  "Bent"  Friends 

Robert  Murphy,  Minneapolis  Sunday  Trib- 
une film  editor,  comes  out  boldly  to  welcome 
the  increasing  length  of  films,  and  brushes 
aside  as  unimportant  the  thought  that  longer 
film  offerings  may  be  slightly  numbing,  ana- 
tomically, with  attendant  danger  of  patrons 
becoming  molded  in  a sitting  position.  “We 
personally  have  no  bent  friends,”  Murphy 
writes  . . . “You  may  note  some  night  . . . 
that  you  spent  an  unconscionable  length  of 
time  in  the  theatre,  but  you  may  note  that 
it  didn’t  seem  so  long  until  you  looked  at 
your  watch  . . . Greater  length  has  encour- 
aged producers  to  make  pictures  they 
wouldn’t  attempt  if  restricted  to  an  hour  and 
a half’s  length  . . . Whatever  faults  a super- 
movie may  have  are  well  outbalanced  by  its 
good  points  . . 

"Closed  Forever" 

The  Douglas  Park  Theatre,  Chicago,  was 
“closed  forever”  by  Municipal  Judge  Hasten 
when  it  was  brought  out  that  the  house  had 
overlooked  paying  license  fees  since  it  opened 
in  1937.  Manager  Oscar  Ostroff  and  Abe 
Kalish,  the  building  owner,  paid  $200  in  “fire 
trap”  fines  but  asked  for  a change  of  venue 
on  the  license  fee  fine. 

Lease  Five  at  Hartford 

A1  Schuman  and  Joseph  Dolgin,  Hartford, 
complete  a deal  to  lease  five  neighborhood 
theatres  when  the  Warner  circuit  of  New 
England  relinquishes  its  lease  on  them  July  1. 

Defines  Stagehand  Duties 

The  long-standing  bitterness  between  the 
IATSE  stagehands  union  at  St.  Louis  and 
41  theatres  employing  them  is  expected  to 
come  to  a formal,  happy  end  next  week  when 
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the  regional  WLB  at  Kansas  City  issues  a 
directive  putting  into  effect  the  findings  of 
Jules  E.  Kohn,  Kansas  City  attorney,  who 
conducted  lengthy  hearings  on  the  trouble 
last  summer  following  his  appointment  as 
special  arbiter.  Kohn  recommended  some 
changes  in  working  hours  and  reductions  in 
a few  stagehand  staffs,  but  more  importantly 
he  defined  duties  of  the  theatre  workers, 
long  a matter  for  jurisdictional  squabbles. 

Precaution  Against  Flood 

Widely  surging  flood  waters  wrought  havoc 
in  the  Ohio  River  valley  from  Portsmouth  to 
Louisville,  but  theatre  men,  forewarned  by 
unhappy  experiences  in  previous  floods,  took 
no  chances  and  moved  seats,  rugs  and  equip- 
ment to  high  places  until  the  waters  sub- 
sided. An  express,  mail  and  freight  embargo 
on  all  except  “essential”  shipments  kept 
bookers,  shippers  and  delivery  men  up  day 
and  night  trying  to  get  film  through,  but  most 
houses  able  to  operate  did  so,  many  with  the 
help  of  exhibitors  who  came  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati exchanges  personally  to  get  their 
prints. 

Ontario  Exhibitors  at  Ease 

Exhibitors  throughout  Ontario  breathed  a 
heavy  sigh  of  relief  when  the  Canadian 
provincial  treasurer  announced  he  was  ask- 
ing a ten  per  cent  amusement  tax  in  his 
annual  budget,  as  had  been  rumored  for 
weeks. 

Film  Snug  at  Night 

All  film  now  rests  snugly,  and  safely,  in 
the  vaults  every  night  at  Detroit  exchanges. 
Detroit  Fire  Marshal  E.  W.  Hall  reported  full 
compliance  with  his  regulations  following  fil- 
ing of  court  charges  against  eight  exchanges. 
The  charges  resulted  in  suspended  sentences 
and  fines  ranging  up  to  $100,  and  some  dis- 
missals. 

Mike  a Good  Bricklayer 

Mike  O’Shea,  in  Boston  for  the  premiere 
of  his  film,  “It’s  a Pleasure,”  tells  interview- 
ers that  “as  a film  star  I’m  a good  brick- 
layer.” He  explained  he  received  his  “card” 
working  for  his  uncle  in  Hartford,  and  once 
when  stranded  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  with  his  fam- 
ily when  a stage  show  folded,  his  trade  earned 
him  enough  money  to  get  back  home. 

Suit  Holds  Up  "Invasion" 

The  powerful  Blumenfeld  circuit  of  north- 
ern California  will  not  “invade”  the  sun- 
kissed  (see  Los  Angeles  CofC  brochures)  soil 
of  southern  California,  not  for  the  present, 
at  least.  It  seems  that  the  Blumenfeld  in- 
terests were  closing  a deal  with  H.  M.  Popkin 
to  buy  the  latter’s  Pan-Pacific  and  Vogue 
theatres  in  the  southern  metropolis,  which 
would  have  been  the  “kickoff”  for  other  the- 
atre buys,  according  to  the  trade  press.  Then, 
Popkin  entered  the  production  field,  his  com- 
pany buying  film  rights  to  “Ten  Little  In- 
dians.” Realtor  Sims,  who  was  handling  the 
deal  for  the  theatres,  now  is  suing  Popkin 
for  $10,000,  alleging  the  latter  backed  down 
on  the  Blumenfeld  offer  because  of  “certain 
valuable  considerations  from  20th-Fox  and 
Fox  West  Coast  Theatres.”  Quite  an  involved 
affair,  and  the  last  word  is  that  whether  or 
not  Joseph  Blumenfeld’s  interest  in  the  Sims 
suit  is  anything  more  than  objective,  and 
whether  he  will  seek  other  Los  Angeles  loca- 
tions, is  a matter  for  conjecture. 


Theatre  Construction 
Is  Greatly  Curtailed 

WASHINGTON — Approximately  $13,000,000 
in  new  theatre  construction,  repairs,  fire 
losses  and  alterations  were  approved  by  the 
WPB  during  the  three-year  period  between 
Jan.  1,  1942,  to  Jan.  1,  1945.  This  figure  rep- 
resents about  ten  per  cent  of  the  total  spent 
on  new  construction,  repairs,  etc.,  for  a three- 
year  period  in  peacetime,  according  to  Mau- 
rice M.  Greene,  chief  of  the  recreation  sec- 
tion of  WPB. 

The  WPB  figures  on  new  theatre  construc- 
tion as  approved  by  the  government  agency 
for  the  three  war  years  amounts  to  $8,162,- 
459.89;  total  authorization  for  fire  losses  in 
the  same  period,  $2,738,937.75;  total  altera- 
tions, reconversions  and  repairs,  $2,139,414.18. 

The  over-all  total  for  theatre  work 
amounted  to  $13,040,811.82  for  the  three-year 
war  period,  as  against  an  approximate  $130,- 
000,000  for  similar  construction  during  the 
preceding  three-year  period  in  peace. 

Two  Param'nt  Ex-Shippers 
Make  Supreme  Sacrifice 

ALBANY — Larry  Henderson,  former  assis- 
tant shipper  at  Paramount,  has  been  killed 
in  action  somewhere  in  France.  Henderson, 
about  18,  was  a replacement  at  Paramount. 
Filling  a position  vacated  by  a man  who  went 
into  service,  the  likable  youngster  was  a Film- 
row  employe  six  months. 

A1  McIntyre,  also  an  ex-assistant  shipper 
at  Paramount,  but  an  employe  of  American 
Express  Co.  when  he  donned  a uniform,  is  an- 
other who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice.  He 
died  in  Italy.  McIntyre  was  in  his  twenties 
and  the  father  of  two  children. 

Port  Jervis  Exhibitor 
Seeks  Clearance  Cut 

NEW  YORK — Contending  that  the  clear- 
ance granted  to  the  Strand,  Ritz  and  Royal 
theatres,  Port  Jer-vis,  N.  Y.,  by  the  major 
distributors  over  the  Sussex,  Sussex,  N.  Y.,  is 
unreasonable  as  to  area  and  time,  St.  Cloud 
Amusement  Corp.  has  filed  a clearance  com- 
plaint seeking  its  elimination. 

The  three  houses,  now  have  a 14-day  clear- 
ance over  the  Sussex,  the  complainant  points 
out,  and,  if  clearance  is  found  to  be  necessary 
requests  availability  one  day  after  completion 
of  exhibition  at  either  the  Strand,  Ritz  and 
Royal,  whichever  plays  first.  In  no  event 
should  protection  be  later  than  eight  days 
after  completion  of  engagements  at  either  of 
the  three  houses,  states  the  complaint. 

Affiliated,  Philadelphia, 
Seeks  Cut  in  Clearance 

NEW  YORK — In  a clearance  complaint 
filed  in  the  Philadelphia  tribunal  against 
RKO  and  Warners,  Affiliated  Theatres  Cir- 
cuit, Inc.,  operating  the  Temple,  seeks  elimi- 
nation of  seven  days’  clearance  of  the  Cen- 
tury on  the  two  companies’  product. 

The  complainant  states  that  it  plays  one- 
half  of  the  RKO  and  Warners  releases  clear 
of  the  Century  and  the  other  half  seven  days 
later.  Claiming  that  the  Century  unduly 
delays  playing  its  own  portion  of  the  split, 
the  Temple  management  seeks  elimination  of 
the  week’s  clearance. 


Seattle  Case  Withdrawn 

NEW  YORK — The  first  arbitration  case 
filed  in  the  Seattle  tribunal  has  been  with- 
drawn. Filed  several  months  ago  by  Frank 
M.  Higgins,  operating  the  Lake  City  Theatre, 
Lake  City,  Wash.,  the  complaint  demanded 
“some  run.”  Twentieth-Fox,  Warners  and 
Loew’s  were  the  defendants. 
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M-G-M  TRADE  SHOWINGS 


DAY,  DATE  AND  HOURS  OF  SCREENING 


CITY 

PLACE 

ADDRESS 

THE 

CLOCK 

THE  PICTURE  OF 
DORIAN  GRAY 

WITHOUT 

LOVE 

ALBANY 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1052  Broadway 

WED.  3/21  , 

8 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

8 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

8 PM. 

ATLANTA 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

197  Walton  St.,  N.W. 

WED.  3/21 

10:30  AM. 

THUR.  3/22 

10:30  AM. 

MON.  3/26 

10:30  AM. 

BOSTON 

M-G-M  Screen  Room 

46  Church  Street 

WED.  3/21 

10:30  AM. 
Also  2:15  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

10:30  AM. 
Also  2.15  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

10:30  AM. 
Also  2:15  PM. 

BUFFALO 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

290  Franklin  Street 

WED.  3/21 

8 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

8 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

8 PM. 

CHARLOTTE 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

308  South  Church  Street 

WED.  3/21 

1:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1:30  PM. 

CHICAGO 

H.  C.  Igel's  Screen  Room 
1301  South  Wabash  Ave. 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

CINCINNATI 

RKO  Screen  Room 

16  East  Sixth  Street 

WED.  3/21 

7 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

7 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

7 PM. 

CLEVELAND 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

2219  Payne  Avenue 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

DALLAS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1803  Wood  Street 

WED.  3/21 

2:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

2:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

2:30  PM. 

DENVER 

Paramount  Screen  Room 
2100  Stout  Street 

WED.  3/21 

2 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

DES  MOINES 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1300  High  Street 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON..  3/26 

1 PM. 

DETROIT 

Max  Blumenthal's  Sc.  Rm. 
2310  Cass  Avenue 

WED.  3/21 

1:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1:30  PM. 

INDIANAPOLIS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

326  North  Illinois  Street 

WED.  3/21 

9 AM. 

THUR.  3/22 

9 AM. 

MON.  3/26 

9 AM. 

KANSAS  CITY 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1720  Wyandotte  St. 

WED.  3/21 

1:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1:30  PM. 

LOS  ANGELES 

Ambassador  Theatre 
Ambassador  Hotel 

WED.  3/21 

1:30  PM. 

Previously  Trade  Shown 

MON.  3/26 

1:30  PM. 

MEMPHIS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

151  Vance  Avenue 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

MILWAUKEE 

Warner  Screen  Room 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Ave. 

WED.  3/21 

1:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1:30  PM. 

MINNEAPOLIS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1015  Currie  Avenue 

WED.  3/21 

2 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

2 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

2 PM. 

NEW  HAVEN 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

40  Whiting  Street 

WED.  3/21 

2:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

2:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

2-.30  PM. 

NEW  ORLEANS 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

200  South  Liberty 

WED.  3/21 

2:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1:30  PM. 

NEW  YORK  ) 
NEW  JERSEY  ) 

M-G-M  Screen  Room 

630  Ninth  Avenue 

WED.  3/21 

10:30  AM. 
Also  2:30  PM. 

Previously  Tradeshown 

MON.  3/26 

10:30  AM. 
Also  2:30  PM. 

OKLA'MA  CITY 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

10  North  Lee  Street 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

OMAHA 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

1502  Davenport 

WED.  3/21 

1:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

10  AM. 

PHILADELPHIA 

M-G-M  Screen  Room 

1233  Summer  Street 

WED.  3/21 

11  AM. 

THUR.  3/22 

11  AM. 

MON.  3/26 

11  AM: 

PITTSBURGH 

M-G-M  Screen  Room 

1623  Blvd.  of  Allies 

WED.  3/21 

2 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

2 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

2 PM. 

PORTLAND 

B.  F.  Shearer  Screen  Room 
1947  N.W.  Kearney  Street 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

ST.  LOUIS 

S’Renco  Screen  Room 

3143  Olive  Street 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

216  East  First  Street,  So. 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

S.  FRANCISCO 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

245  Hyde  Street 

WED.  3/21 

1:30  PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1:30  PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1:30  PM. 

SEATTLE 

Jewel  Box  Preview  Theatre 
2318  Second  Aveiiue 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

WASHINGTON 

20th-Fox  Screen  Room 

932  New  Jersey,  N.W. 

WED.  3/21 

1 PM. 

THUR.  3/22 

1 PM. 

MON.  3/26 

1 PM. 

"THE  CLOCK" — Judy  Garland,  Robert  Walker  . "THE  PICTURE  OF  DORIAN  GRAY"— George  Sanders,  Hurd  Hatfield,  Donna  Reed 

"WITHOUT  LOVE" — Spencer  Tracy,  Katharine  Hepburn,  Lucille  Ball 


IT’S  ASTA’S  COUSIN — The  boys  at  Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island,  now  have  a 
mascot  wot  is  a mascot.  Myrna  Loy,  star  of  “The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home,”  presents 
Masta  to  Sgt.  Dudley  Dahlborn,  S Sgt.  A.  E.  Ferrin,  S/Sgt.  Robert  Fitzsimmons 
and  Pvt.  William  E.  Sattler.  Sid  Kain,  Loew  theatre  publicity  man,  arranged  the 
stunt. 

SIMPP  Wants  All  Facts  Made  Known 
On  Foreign  Demands  for  Raw  Stock 


HOLLYWOOD — As  a result  of  action  by  the 
Society  of  Independent  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
ducers, full  disclosure  to  the  industry — and  to 
the  public,  in  case  it  is  interested — is  to  be 
made  of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  de- 
mands for  American  film  raw  stock  for  export 
to  foreign  nations.  Request  for  such  dis- 
closure was  made  of  the  War  Production 
Board  by  SIMPP.  Stanley  B.  Adams,  chief 
of  the  durable  goods  division  of  WPB,  which 
has  supervision  of  raw  stock  rationing,  has 
advised  the  society  that  information  request 
has  been  forwarded  to  William  L.  Batt,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  board. 

Willing  to  Make  War  Sacrifice 

In  a letter  setting  forth  the  independent 
producers’  request,  Morris  Ernst,  eastern 
counsel  for  SIMPP,  stated: 

“We  start  with  the  unalterable  promise  that 
the  United  States  and  all  domestic  motion 
picture  interests  including  our  own  civilian 
public  is  happy  to  make  any  degree  of  sacri- 
fice with  respect  to  film  stock  if  such  sacri- 
fice is  related  to  the  common  effort  of  the 
United  Nations  to  win  the  war.  Without 
in  any  way  departing  from  this  profound 
premise,  we  are  much  disturbed  at  informa- 
tion received  indicating  that  foreign  nations, 
more  particularly  Russia,  England,  Australia, 
India  and  Mexico,  are  requesting  tens  of  mil- 
lions of  feet  of  film  per  quarter. 

“It  is  an  obvious  bit  of  mathematics  that 
if  such  requests  are  granted  the  remaining 
fund  of  film  stock  for  United  States  pro- 
ducers and  distributors  and  the  consuming 
public  is  correspondingly  diminished.  We 
therefore  feel  that  we  have  a right  to  ask 
that  there  be  a full  public  disclosure  of  all 
facts  in  relation  to  each  separate  demand  for 
film  stock  for  each  foreign  nation.  It  should 
not  be  sufficient  in  a democratic  world  to 
have  domestic  users  of  film  stock  sacrifice 
their  business  in  an  international  sense  on 
a mere  fiat  statement  of  a foreign  nation  that 
the  stock  so  requested  is  for  the  purpose  of 
war.  We  trust  you  will  agree  that  American 
claimants,  out  of  the  all  too  limited  pool  of 


film  stock,  have  a right  to  be  advised  by  each 
such  foreign  nation  as  to  the  amount  of  its 
own  production  of  film  stock;  the  purposes 
for  which  the  American  stock  will  be  used; 
will  any  of  such  stock  be  used  in  foreign 
markets  of  a commercial  nature  in  competi- 
tion of  American  interests?  If  not  so  used, 
will  not  the  flow  of  our  precious  film  stock 
release  some  of  such  foreign  claimants’  own 
film  stock  for  foreign  use  in  competition  to 
our  producers? 

“We  appreciate  full  well  that  the  policy 
of  our  nation  in  this  particular  sector  is 
probably  not  exclusively  determined  by  the 
WPB.  We  therefore  respectfully  but  urgently 
request  that  your  office  communicate  with 
the  FEA,  state  department  and  any  other 
agencies  whose  functions  impinge  on  allot- 
ments to  foreign  nations,  and  that  you  im- 
press on  such  other  agencies  the  validity  of 
our  position  that  the  American  film  industry 
has  a basic  right  to  be  informed  as  to  all  of 
the  facts  with  respect  to  any  allotment  to 
a foreign  nation.  Surely  no  objection  can 
be  leveled  against  such  full  disclosure  as  we 
suggest.  Surely  it  would  be  no  answer  to 
indicate  that  even  after  such  disclosure  our 
nation  would  have  no  way  of  policing  the  uses 
to  which  a foreign  nation  actually  does  put 
our  precious  stock.” 

“Have  Every  Right  to  Know” 

After  stating  that  the  inquiry  had  been 
forwarded  to  Vice-Chairman  Batt,  Adams  re- 
plied; “I  think  I may  safely  say  that  the 
position  you  have  taken  is  the  most  reason- 
able one  and  certainly  at  a time  when  our 
own  industry  is  being  restricted  because  of 
the  shortage  of  material,  they  have  every 
right  to  know  to  what  extent  this  material 
is  being  exported  or  used  by  other  countries 
for  other  than  military  purposes.” 

The  film  industry’s  advisory  board  was 
scheduled  to  meet  at  WPB  headquarters  in 
Washington  March  16  to  appraise  raw  stock 
quotas  established  for  American  producing 
companies  for  the  second  quarter  of  the 
year  starting  April  1. 


OWI  Is  Broadcasting 
U.S.  Films  in  French 

NEW  YORK — A series  of  fortnightly  half- 
hour  radio  dramatizations  in  French  of  Amer- 
ican films  is  being  broadcast  by  the  overseas 
branch  of  OWI,  as  part  of  its  program  of 
projecting  the  American  way  of  life  to  a 
France  which  was  dominated  by  Nazi  propa- 
ganda for  four  years.  The  first  broadcast  on 
March  15  was  preceded  by  a ten-minute  in- 
troductory program  of  talks  by  celebrities 
from  Hollywood  and  Paris,  among  them 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Mary  Pickford,  Constance 
Bennett,  and  Jean  Painleve. 

The  first  presentation  was  “Heaven  Can 
Wait,”  with  Victor  Francen.  Other  films 
scheduled  for  presentation  are  “Hold  Back 
the  Dawn,”  “Now,  Voyager,”  and  “Shop 
Around  the  Corner.”  Alternating  with  the 
Hollywood  programs  will  be  radio  adapta- 
tions of  French  films  produced  during  the 
last  five  years.  The  program  of  weekly 
dramatizations  is  expected  to  run  more  than 
a year. 


Medals  to  Kodak  Vets 

ROCHESTER — Thomas  J.  Hargrave,  presi- 
dent of  Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  has  presented 
five  officials  of  the  company  with  gold  medals 
in  recognition  of  half  a century  with  the  con- 
cern. They  are  Jack  L.  Gorham,  assistant 
treasurer;  Edward  T.  McDermott,  njanager  of 
the  New  York  branch;  Henry  L.  Thayer, 
cashier  at  the  office;  Eugene  M.  Dow,  super- 
intendent of  imitation  leather  department  at 
Kodak  Park,  and  Thomas  J.  Craig,  manager 
of  the  repair  and  film  processing  service. 


"Dance"  Opens  in  Mexico 

NEW  YORK — “Lady,  Let’s  Dance,”  Mono- 
gram’s first  Spanish-dubbed  film,  opened  its 
Mexicon  premiere  at  the  Cine  Teresa  Thea- 
tre, Mexico  City,  Wednesday.  Five  other 
films  dubbed  in  Spanish  will  follow. 


Republic  Plugs  'Utah' 

NEW  YORK — A comprehensive  advertising 
and  publicity  campaign,  including  wide  radio 
coverage,  preceded  the  opening  of  Republic’s 
Roy  Rogers  musical,  “Utah,”  at  the  Republic 
Theatre. 


Three  Kodakers  Killed  Overseas 

ROCHESTER — Three  Eastman  Kodak  Co. 
men  this  week  reported  killed  in  action  over- 
seas include:  Lieut.  Roger  D.  Skinner  of 
Kodak  Park’s  emulsion  coating  department, 
previously  reported  missing,  killed  in  action 
over  Austria  December  27;  Lieut.  William 
R.  Hill,  Chicago  branch,  killed  in  action 
over  Italy  on  his  50th  mission  January  21; 
T/Sgt.  Frank  Anderson  of  the  Hollywood 
Cine  processing  laboratory,  reported  missing 
in  the  Italian  war  theatre  since  late  De- 
cember, now  officially  listed  as  killed. 


Mother  of  Mrs.  Roger  DiPasca  Dies 

NEW  YORK  — Mrs.  Isabell  McCullough, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Roger  DiPasca,  secretary  to 
Columbia’s  Jack  Cohn,  died  at  St.  Clare’s 
Hospital.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  sons  and  a daughter.  Funeral  services 
at  the  residence  in  Jackson  Heights,  were 
followed  by  a solemn  requiem  mass  at  the 
Church  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 


Lieut.  T.  P.  Comerford  Married 

WATERBURY— Lieut.  Thomas  P.  Comer- 
ford,  USNR,  son  of  Mrs.  Michael  B.  Comer- 
ford  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  the  late  Mr.  Com- 
erford, head  of  Comerford-Publix  Theatres, 
was  married  recently  to  Lieut.  Ruth  Joan 
Barry,  USNR. 
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Cameramen  Here  After 
3 Years  at  the  Front 


SIDEWALK  COLLECTIONS — To  make  sure  passing-  citizens  would  have  a 
chance  to  add  to  the  Red  Cross  total,  Harry  Brandt  had  a number  of  these  perambu- 
lating stands  on  casters  installed  in  front  of  his  theatres  in  New  York. 


NEW  YORK  — Two  newsreel  cameramen 
with  the  longest  records  of  service  at  the 
front  of  any  in  the  business — Earle  Crotchett 
and  Irving  Smith,  both  of  Universal — are 
back  in  this  country.  Crotchett  hopes  to  re- 
sume operations  at  the  Memphis  office  where 
he  left  off  three  years  ago,  but  Smith  has 
an  idea  he  would  like  to  be  assigned  to  the 
European  theatre  of  operations. 

Crotchett  left  for  the  Pacific  area  Febru- 
ary 3,  1942.  He  was  No.  20  down  on  the  list 
of  accredited  war  correspondents.  The  total 
has  since  reached  2,500.  Smith’s  first  assign- 
ment shortly  afterward  was  with  the  Atlantic 
Fleet.  He  reached  the  South  Sea  area  after 
covering  the  landings  in  North  Africa  and  the 
Italian  campaign  up  to  the  time  the  armies 
crossed  the  Volturno  River. 

In  Vanguard  at  Leyte 

Crotchett  has  the  honor  of  being  one  of 
the  first  Americans  to  land  at  Leyte.  He 
went  ashore  ahead  of  General  MacArthur 
and  photographed  his  walk  through  the  water 
from  the  landing  barge  to  the  beach.  His 
last  stop  was  at  Mindoro. 

“Mindoro  was  the  first  dry  landing,”  he 
said.  “It  had  been  planned  to  unload  36  LSTs 
in  48  hours.  The  first  one  got  its  men  ashore 
so  fast  all  the  others  came  in  and  between 
8:30  and  10:30  the  whole  outfit  was  ashore 
with  its  equipment.” 

He  considers  his  best  pictures  the  ship 
bombings  at  Hollandia  July  4,  1943.  He  was 
in  a B24.  The  only  man  injured  in  the  Min- 
doro landing  was  a private  who  was  attacked 
by  a wild  water  buffalo  instead  of  a Jap. 
There  were  so  many  doctors  around  with 
nothing  to  do  that  he  got  plenty  of  medical 
attention. 

Crotchett  received  the  Purple  Heart  be- 
cause a Jap  bomb  became  stuck  in  the  rack 
of  the  enemy  plane. 

“Every  day  the  Japs  came  over  and  bombed 
at  the  same  time.  They  would  turn  to  the 
right  or  left  after  dropping  their  bombs,”  he 
says.  “We  got  so  used  to  it  I took  pictures  of 
them,  but  one  day  a bomb  fell  out  after  the 
turn  and  blew  up  a lot  of  lumber  near  me.” 

Smith  says  he  thought  his  best  picture  was 
going  to  be  one  he  made  of  a dive  bomber 
while  he  was  seated  on  the  rear  of  a jeep. 
No  editor  commented  upon  it,  but  he  received 
commendations  for  some  pictures  he  made 
from  the  air  over  a South  Pacific  town  after 
it  had  been  captured  and  there  wasn’t  any 
flak. 

No  Restrictions  Whatever 

“You  can  never  tell  what  they’ll  like,”  he 
says.  “All  the  negative  goes  into  the  pool  and 
the  war  and  navy  department  releases  what 
it  likes.  There  were  no  restrictions  on  our 
work.  We  went  everywhere  and  photographed 
anything  we  wanted  to.  Some  of  it  has  been 
in  shorts  and  features.” 

In  Europe  the  American  soldiers  prowl 
around  at  night  looking  for  Germans  to 
bayonet,  but  in  the  .South  Seas  the  Japs 
are  fanatical  fighters,  he  says,  but  if  they 
are  left  alone  without  officers  they  stay  in 
their  holes  not  knowing  what  to  do.  When 
they  are  isolated  they  don’t  seem  to  know 
how  to  get  together  again. 

Both  cameramen  predicted  the  war  in 
Asia  would  last  another  18  months  at  least. 


Soviet  Film  Opens 

NEW  YORK — “Wait  for  Me,”  Soviet  film 
completely  spoken  in  English  and  based  on  a 
poem  by  Konstantin  Simonov,  opened  at 
the  Stanley  Theatre  March  17.  Released  by 
Artkino,  it  is  the  second  Soviet  picture  to  be 
dubbed  in  the  U.S.,  the  first  being  “No  Great- 
er Love.” 


Kilroe  Industry  Member 
Of  Copyright  Group 

NEW  YORK — Edwin  P.  Kilroe,  member  of 
the  20th-Fox  legal  staff  for  many  years  and 
copyright  adviser  for  the  company,  has  been 
named  to  a committee  on  intellectual  prop- 
erty (copyright)  of  the  Inter-American  Bar 
Ass’n.  The  appointment  was  made  by  Wil- 
liam Roy  Vallance  of  the  state  department. 

The  committee  will  report  to  the  fourth 
conference  of  the  Inter-American  Bar  Ass’n, 
to  be  held  at  Santiago,  Chile,  Oct.  20-29. 

Kilroe  will  represent  the  MPPDA  on  the 
committee.  This  is  not  the  first  international 
assignment  for  him.  He  represented  the  in- 
dustry at  the  association’s  conference  in  Mex- 
ico City  from  July  31  to  Aug.  8,  1944.  At  that 
conference  a resolution  was  passed  calling  for 
a committee  of  copyright  specialists  to  draft 
a Pan-American  Copyright  Convention  for 
adoption  by  all  countries  in  North  and  South 
America.  A world-wide  copyright  convention 
is  to  be  held  at  Berne,  Switzerland,  after 
the  war. 

Natalie  Chediak  of  Havana  is  chairman  of 
Ihe  committee,  of  which  Kilroe  is  a member. 

Memphis  Editor  Praises 
Warners'  "Objective" 

MEMPHIS — “Objective,  Burma!”  impressed 
Editor  Frank  R.  Ahlgren  of  the  Commercial 
Appeal  so  favorably  he  devoted  one-third  of 
a column  to  praising  it  editorially. 

“When  the  correspondent  is  found  dead 
in  the  jungle,”  the  editorial  says,  in  part, 
“the  reactions  of  the  fighting  men  make  up 
an  impressive  and  deserved  tribute  to  news- 
paper men  who  are  roaming  all  the  fighting 
fronts  to  get  the  news.  Many  of  them  have 
died  in  action  and  many  of  them  have  been 
insistent  on  undertaking  perilous  missions. 
One  of  the  soldiers  in  the  picture,  thinking- 
over  the  correspondent’s  record  on  the  mis- 
sion, said  he  would,  from  then  on,  remem- 
ber whenever  he  bought  a newspaper  what 
a few  cents  could  buy.  It  is  an  excellent 
way  to  put  it.” 

Fabian  Aides  Who  Top 
Quotas  to  Get  Bonds 

ALBANY — Each  Fabian  theatre  man  who 
exceeds  his  Red  Cross  quota  will  be  presented 
a $25  war  bond  by  Si  H.  Fabian,  president  of 
the  circuit  and  national  executive  of  the 
WAC.  Saul  Ullman,  upstate  manager  for 
Fabian,  made  the  announcement. 

Fabian  theatres  under  Ullman’s  jurisdiction 
collected  more  than  $14,000  in  the  1944  drive. 
This  was  the  largest  figure  for  an  independ- 
ent organization  upstate,  Mr.  Ullman  said. 
Ten  units  participated. 


British  Films  Meriting 
Time  Here-Goldwyn 

NEW  YORK — American  exhibitors  should 
show  British  films  if  of  suitable  quality,  said 
Samuel  Goldwyn  on  his  return  from  a three- 
and-one-half-week  visit  to  the  United  King- 
dom. Because  of  the  public’s  growing  dis- 
crimination, Goldwyn  feels  English  pictures 
will  meet  with  a ready  response  from  Ameri- 
can audiences. 

Goldwyn  refused  to  reveal  the  purpose  of 
his  just-completed  trip,  saying  he  had  made 
a full  report  of  his  findings,  “which  have 
something  to  do  with  lend  lease,”  to  Admin- 
istrator Leo  T.  Crowley  of  the  Federal  Eco- 
nomics Administration.  He  admitted  spend- 
ing considerable  time  with  J.  Arthur  Rank, 
but  said  the  British  film  magnate  had  “asked 
nothing”  of  him. 

“Rank  has  a goal  and  will  reach  it,”  Gold- 
wyn said.  “He  is  determined  to  bring  Brit- 
ish pictures  to  American  screens,  and  I’m 
confident  he’ll  succeed.  He’s  going  at  it  in- 
telligently and  is  willing  to  spend  consider- 
able sums  to  achieve  his  aim.  In  addition, 
Rank  is  doing  all  he  can  to  support  and  aid 
financially  many  British  independent  pro- 
ducers.” 

“Moreover,  Rank  is  quite  prepared  to  ex- 
pend money  in  order  to  put  British  films — 
those  of  other  producers  as  well  as  his  own- 
on  American  screens,”  he  continued.  “He 
intends  to  exploit  and  advertise  his  pictures 
over  here,  just  as  we  handle  our  American 
releases.” 

Asked  if  it  would  be  possible  for  Rank  to 
get  British  pictures  into  U.S.  houses  when 
there  was  a backlog  of  Hollywood  pictures 
awaiting  release,  Goldwyn  replied:  “There 
won’t  be  a backlog  of  Hollywood  pictures  a 
year  from  now  for  Rank  to  compete  against. 
Why?  The  growing  scarcity  of  raw  stock,  for 
one  thing.  And  for  another,  the  fact  that 
patriotism  doesn’t  enter  into  theatregoing — 
the  public  pays  to  see  good  entertainment 
regardless  of  whether  it  is  made  in  Hollywood 
or  in  an  English  studio.” 

Reisman  Shifts  Members 
Of  RKO  Foreign  Staff 

NEW  YORK — Phil  Reisman,  RKO  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  foreign  distribution, 
has  made  several  changes  in  the  company’s 
foreign  staff.  Mark  Raymon,  formerly  of  the 
St.  Louis  office,  replaces  Ned  S.  Seckler  as 
manager  for  Puerto  Rico.  Seckler  has  been 
transferred  to  Panama.  In  the  shift  Fred  S. 
Gulbransen,  formerly  manager  for  Panama, 
goes  to  Chile,  replacing  Rene  Beja  there. 


Marie  McDonald  to  "Widow"  Cast 

United  Artists  has  set  Marie  McDonald  for 
a role  in  Hunt  Stromberg’s  “Young  Widow.” 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  17,  1945 


41 


Move  to  Peg  Prices 
Gels  Cold  Shoulder 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

theatres  did  not  report  to  the  U.S.  All  figures 
available  to  the  internal  revenue  bureau  up 
to  Apr.  1,  1944,  were  on  the  higher  price 
admissions. 

When  the  new  tax  law  went  into  effect,  the 
tax  jumped  from  one  cent  on  each  10  cents 
above  20  cents  to  one  cent  on  each  five  cents 
starting  from  the  first  nickel.  That  makes 
the  tax  about  21  per  cent. 

In  hundreds  of  town  where  there  are  no 
banks,  theatres  were  forced  to  adjust  their 
prices  with  the  new  tax  added  to  keep  the 
use  of  pennies  to  a minimum.  In  other  places, 
where  banks  are  located,  but  where  they  are 
not  open  during  most  of  the  hours  theatres 
are  operating,  the  prices  were  adjusted  for 
the  same  reason  and  also  because  cashiers 
were  changing  so  rapidly  it  was  impossible  to 
handle  crowds  where  large  numbers  of  pen- 
nies were  involved.  Pennies  were  scarce,  too. 

24  States  Have  Admission  Tax 

Admissions  were  up  an  average  of  slightly 
more  than  20  per  cent  in  April,  1944,  to  take 
care  of  the  increase  in  tax.  In  addition,  24 
states  have  admission  taxes  running  from 
one  to  ten  per  cent.  Most  of  them  run  two 
to  three  per  cent,  with  two  states  at  the 
ten  per  cent  top. 

One  theatre  man  commented:  “Wonder  if 
Bowles  has  heard  about  this?” 

In  the  first  three  months  of  1944  total 
admission  taxes  from  all  sources  (this  in- 
cludes the  legitimate  theatre,  baseball  games 
and  all  other  public  gatherings)  were  $41,- 
895,111.  For  the  remaining  nine  months  of 
the  year  the  total  was  $266,221,423.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  87  per  cent  of  all  ticket  taxes 
come  from  film  theatres.  The  total  ticket 
taxes  for  1944  were  $308,116,534. 

Bowles  says  total  theatre  receipts  for  the 
year  were  $1,500,000,000.  How  he  found  that 
out  is  a mystery  to  film  men.  It  was  the 
first  time  they  had  heard  the  figure. 

Bowles  says  films  are  “poor  men’s  enter- 
tainment.” In  January  of  this  year  ticket 
taxes  totaled  $24,345,560.  Taxes  on  liquors 
for  that  month  were  about  twice  as  much, 
and  they  are  taxed  as  nonessential  luxuries. 

Michalove  Questions  Figures 

“I  question  whether  Chester  Bowles’  fig- 
ures give  an  accurate  over-all  picture,”  said 
Dan  Michalove,  vice-president  of  National 
Theatres.  “Admission  prices  have  increased 
more  in  New  York  City  and  Washington 
than  anywhere  else.  Possibly  Mr.  Bowles 
based  his  statistics  on  what  he  may  have 
observed  in  these  two  cities,  but  I’m  certain 
the  increase  in  New  York  and  Washington 
admission  prices  could  not  possibly  justify  his 
belief  that  prices  have  risen  3814  per  cent. 
Our  company  has  comprehensive  figures 
from  theatres  all  over  the  United  States, 
and  I doubt  very  much  if  these  houses — 
some  of  them  have  upped  their  prices  from 
35  to  40  or  even  45  cents — are  responsible  for 
what  the  OPA  chief  terms  ‘an  increase  of 
6/10  of  one  per  cent  in  the  cost  of  living.’ 

“Most  film  rental  revenue  is  based  on  a 
percentage  of  the  money  taken  in  at  the  box- 
office.  I feel  that  Mr.  Bowles  ought  in  all 
fairness  to  determine  how  much  of  the  dis- 
tributor’s revenue  is  attributable  to  increased 
attendance — 50  per  cent  more  persons  go  to 
pictures  now  than  did  in  ’41 — and  how  much 
is  derived  from  increased  rental. 

“Production  costs  have  increased  probably 
50  to  100  per  cent,”  he  concluded.  “Where 
20th-Fox  a few  years  ago  was  able  to  make 
52  pictures  for  $22,000,000,  it  now  can  make 
only  22  pictures  for  $40,000,000.” 

Fred  Schwartz,  vice-president  of  Century 
circuit,  doubted  that  admission  prices  had 
risen  38.5  per  cent  since  June,  1941,  but  lack- 
ing exact  figures  he  withheld  comment. 


LATE  STRIKE  BULLETINS 


Following  receipt  of  telegraphic  instruc- 
tions from  its  international  president,  Paul 
Dulzell  of  the  Four-As,  directing  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  and  its  8,000  members  to  live 
up  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor’s 
no-strike  pledge  and  their  contracts  with  the 
producers,  the  executive  committee  of  SAG 
took  two  steps:  (a)  Notified  SAG  members 
to  live  up  to  the  terms  of  their  contracts  and 
with  terms  of  the  basic  agreement  with  the 
producers,  for  the  three-day  interim  period 
pending  the  SAG  membership  meeting  which 
was  set  for  Friday.  (b>  Invited  official  repre- 
sentatives of  both  the  Set  Designers-Painters 
Local  1421  and  of  Local  44,  IATSE,  with  which 
Local  1421  is  engaged  in  a jurisdictional  dis- 
pute, to  present  the  facts  and  issues  involved 
in  the  current  strike  at  Friday’s  membership 
meeting.  Members  will  then  be  called  upon  to 
determine  the  Guild’s  future  course. 

* * ' * 

Following  a vote  of  the  Screen  Office  Em- 
ployes Guild  to  instruct  its  members  not  to 
cross  the  set  decorators’  picket  lines,  which 
resulted  in  a walkout  of  all  studio  clerical 
help,  the  major  producers  addressed  a wire 
to  SOEG  warning  that  the  walkout  is  a vio- 
lation of  contract  and  demanding  that  the 
full  membership  return  to  work  in  accordance 
with  its  contractual  agreement  not  to  engage 
in  any  strike,  slowdown  or  stoppage  of  work 
so  long  as  the  producers  complied  with  their 
obligations  in  the  contract.  Similar  tele- 
grams were  being  sent  to  other  unions  whose 
members  were  not  reporting  for  work.  The 
warning  telegrams  were  signed  by  Loew’s, 
20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.,  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  Inc.,  Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc., 
Columbia  Pictures  Corp.,  Republic  Produc- 
tions, Inc.,  Samuel  Goldwyn  Studios,  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc. 

* * * 

Possibility,  albeit  a remote  one,  of  an  early 
end  to  the  strike  lay  in  the  efforts  of  the 
three  leading  talent  guilds  to  negotiate  an 
interim  peace.  Committees  of  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild,  Screen  Directors  Guild  and 
Screen  Writers  Guild  were  meeting  jointly  to 
consider  ways  and  means  of  bringing  the 
three  factions  figuring  in  the  strike  together 
on  some  understanding  that  would  halt  the 
walkouts  until  an  acceptable  means  of  settling 
the  jurisdictional  dispute  could  be  agreed 
upon.  None  of  SAG,  SDG  or  SWG  is  af- 
filiated either  with  CSU  or  IATSE. 

* * * 

President  Richard  Walsh  telegraphed 
stand  by  orders  to  all  local  IATSE  unions  and 
to  IA  groups  throughout,  (he  country  pri- 
marily added  the  most  serious  and  threaten- 
ing note  to  the  strike  situation.  Not  only  did 
it  hint  at  the  possibility  of  the  shutdown 
spreading  through  distribution  and  exhibi- 
tion, but  it  made  it  more  obvious  that  the 
issues  involved  reached  considerably  deeper 
than  the  jurisdictional  dispute  over  the  70- 
odd  set  decorators.  Walsh’s  position  estab- 
lished the  general  opinion  that  similar  juris- 
dictional controversies— involving  principally 
painters,  machinists,  and  electricians — might 
also  be  tossed  into  the  dispute  cauldron  and 
would  have  to  be  settled,  along  with  the  one 
over  the  set  decorators,  before  peace  can  be 
restored.  In  other  words  it  more  clearly  drew 
the  battle  lines  between  Walsh’s  IATSE  and 
Herbert  Sorrell’s  Conference  of  Studio  Unions. 

Paris  Theatres  Close 
Over  Wage  Demands 

Paris — All  theatres  in  this  Allied-held 
metropolis  were  closed  Wednesday  night 
as  French  theatre  employes  went  on 
strike  to  enforce  demands  for  40  per  cent 
wage  increases. 

There  were  no  disorders. 


Strikes  in  Hollywood 
Paralyzing  Production 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

“The  motion  picture  producers  are  power- 
less to  prevent  the  strike.  It  is  occasioned  by 
a jurisdictional  fight  between  two  AFofL 
unions  over  the  Set  Decorators  Union,  made 
up  of  only  72  men.  It  does  not  involve  wages, 
hours,  working  conditions  or  any  other  mat- 
ter within  the  power  of  the  employer  to  give 
or  withhold.  We  have  taken  and  are  taking 
every  possible  step  to  secure  a decision  by  the 
War  Labor  Board  and  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  which  will  settle  the  juris- 
dictional dispute.  Proceedings  now  are  in 
progress  before  both  these  governmental 
agencies.  We  have  urged  and  are  urging  our 
employes  to  await  this  legal  determination 
rather  than  cause  tremendous  injury  to  over 
30,000  employes  and  to  the  effort  the  industry 
is  making  in  behalf  of  military  and  civilian 
morale  as  well  as  the  direct  service  being  ren- 
dered to  the  military  forces.” 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  companies  have 
nearly  200  completed  pictures  awaiting  re- 
lease, which,  at  present  rates  of  consumption, 
is  a supply  of  film  fare  that  could  last  from 
six  to  nine  months.  Consequently,  there 
seemed  small  likelihood  that  the  strike  would 
have  any  effect  on  theatre  operations,  al- 
though not  overlooked  was  the  possibility 
that  IATSE  could  call  out  theatre  projec- 
tionists throughout  the  nation  if  the  juris- 
dictional battle  with  CSU  grew  sufficiently 
bitter.  Another  factor  which  bore  on  the 
situation  involved  other  jurisdictional  con- 
troversies between  SPU  and  IATSE  which 
easily  could  be  thrown  into  the  ring  even  if 
the  set  decorators  case  is  settled  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all  concerned. 

It  appeared,  then,  at  midweek  that  the 
only  avenue  to  an  early  end  to  the  crippling 
strike,  would  have  to  be  quick  and  summary 
action  by  government  agencies. 


Palace  Manager  Guesses 
The  Ending  of  "Window" 

ALBANY — Alex  Sayles,  manager  of  the  Pal- 
ace and  one-time  reporter,  came  closest  to 
giving  the  correct  ending  of  “The  Woman  in 
the  Window,”  when  the  International  film 
was  screened  “unfinished”  in  the  studio  of 
Warner  Theatres’  zone  office  for  members 
of  the  Albany  police  department  and  news- 
paper men.  The  plan  of  stopping  the  film  five 
minutes  before  the  end  was  followed  at  the 
preview,  arranged  by  Max  Westebbe,  RKO 
manager:  Joe  Weider,  exploiteer,  and  Fabian 
Theatres. 


Seligman,  Edwards  Sign 

NEW  YORK — Leo  Seligman,  film  distribu- 
tor, with  offices  at  729  Seventh  Ave.,  has  been 
appointed  eastern  representative  for  the  Ed- 
wards circuit  of  California  with  headquarters 
in  Los  Angeles.  He  will  assist  in  the  selec- 
tion and  booking  of  foreign  and  art  films 
from  his  New  York  office. 


B&K  in  New  Altec  Pact 

CHICAGO— Balaban  <fc  Katz  has  signed 
service  contracts  with  Altec  for  30  more  the- 
atres, bringing  the  total  to  111,  according  to 
Robert  Hilton,  district  manager  here  for 
Altec. 


20th-Fox's  Four  in  April 

NEW  YORK— Twentieth-Fox  will  release 
four  pictures  in  April.  They  are  “A  Royal 
Scandal,”  “Molly  and  Me,”  the  popular -priced 
run  of  “The  Song  of  Bernadette”  and  “Call 
of  the  Wild,”  a reissue. 
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JOIN  HIS 
5*lt 

ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 

IT’S  THE  BIRTHDAY 
PARTY  of  the  YEAR! 


THE  FfVE 
YEAR  OLD 

/"SEVEN 

LEAGUE 


m/ 

at  the  box  office  when  it  is  exposed 
as  realistically... and  dramatically... as  in 

this  sensational  exploitation  special! 

★ 

"BEST  CONTEMPORARY  FILM  IN  ITS  CATEGORY”  • m.  p.  herald 

"SUSPENSEFUL,  EXCITING  AND  FAST  MOVING  ...  WILL  BE  A TOP 
BILL  STANDOUT”  • box  office 

"ROUSING  MELODRAMA. ..UNFOLDING  AT  A FAST  AND  EXCITING 
PACE...  EXCELLENT  PRODUCTION  INVESTITURES”  • daily  variety 

"GOOD  NAME  CAST  AND  HIGH-POWERED  EXPLOITATION” 

• HOLLYWOOD  REPORTER 

"LEON  FROMKESS  HAS  LET  FIRE  WITH  BOTH  BARRELS. ..THE  RESULT 
IS  FAST,  FORCEFUL  MELODRAMA”  • m.  p.  daily 

"RED  HOT  FOR  EXPLOITATION”  • box  office  digest 

"BLINDING  IN  ITS  REVELATIONS  OF  MUNICIPAL  GRAFT” 


PRC  Presents 


LEO  TOM  MARTHA 

Carrillo  * Neal  - Tilton 

with 

LIONEL  ATWILL  • GRANT  MITCHELL 
SHELDON  LEONARD 
HARRY  SHANNON  • DANNY  MORTON 

Screen  Play  by  . . . RAY  SCHROCK 
From  the  Book  by  MARTIN  MOONEY 

Producedby  LEON  FROMKESS 

Directed  by  LEW  LANDERS 
Associate  Producer  MARTIN  MOONEY 


• GRACE  KINGSLEY , L.  A.  WAES. 

"THE  GREATEST  EXPOSURE  OF  CRIME  RACKETS  TO  HIT  THE  SCREEN” 

• EXHIBITOR 
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There’s  NO  ILLUSION  about 
These  Raves! 
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PRC  PRESENTS 


floated  SoCty  TVa/mea 

LYDON  * EILERS  WILLIAM 


in 


£hanqe  Wusion 


■with- 


REGIS  TOOMEY  • CHARLES  ARNT  • GEORGE  H.  REED  ' JAYNE  HAZARD  • JIMMY 
CLARK  • MARY  McLEOD  • PIERRE  WATKIN  • JOHN  HAMILTON  • SONIA  SOREL  • VIC  POTEL 


Produced  by  LEON  FROMKESS  Directed  by  EDGAR  G.  ULMER 


Screen  Play  by  ADELE  COMANDINI  * Bated  o*  an  Original  Story  by  FRITZ  ROTTER 


IN  # LEAGUE 


Blizzards  or  Brownouts . . . 

it's  the  HOLDOVER  H IT! 


BLUEBEARD”  MADE  A BOX-OFFICE  KILLING 
in  PHILADELPHIA!  Biggest  business  in  many 
months. ..despite  worst  blizzard  in  years... 


"Bluebeard/”  excellent,  distinctive  class  film,  the  kind 
of  picture  any  company  would  be  glad  to  release.” 

★ Hollywood  Reporter 


"More  suspense  per  minute  than  has  been  created  by 
all  the  zombies,  mummies  and  ghosties  let  loose  in  the 
theatres.”  ★ Motion  Picture  Herald 


"Leon  Fromkess  continues  to  boost  PRC’s  stock  sky 
high  with  'Bluebeard/  ” ★ Daily  Variety 


"One  of  the  most  ambitious  offerings  to  bear  the  PRC 
label... packs  plenty  of  excitement  and  suspense.” 

★ Film  Daily 


PRC  PICTURES  presents 


JOHN  CARRADINE 


u 


BIUC81AKD 


The  Most  Sinister  Love  Story  Ever  Told! 

Jean  PARKER  •Nils  ASTHER  * Ludwig  STOSSEL 


Produced  by  LEON  FROMKESS  . Assoc  Prod  MARTIN  MOONEY 
Directed  by  EDGAR  G ULMER  • Screenplay  by  Pierre  Gendion 
Original  Story  by  Arnold  Phillips  & Werner  B Furst 


• • • 


p.  HeraW 


The  Nation’s  Gone  Wild 
about  WIN!  W\L0" 

"SPLENDID  DIRECTION”  Film  Daily 

"SEASON'S  SUCKESS  SIEEKK" 

rrTnn  "VERY  GOOD!"  Harrison’s  Reports 

INCIDENTS”  N\. 

CERTAINLY  A BELL  RINGER”  unii  . 

KiiMOER  Hollywood  M.  P.  Review 

"A  RIOTOUS  SLEEPER!”  Hollywood  Reporter 

"WHES  SEEP  up  THE  Ol/Aury  UOKr  Bn  Offi(e 
"BEST  COMEDY  IN  MANY  YEARS”  Daily  Variety 

"A  LIVELY  SLEEPER”  Liberty 

r0wH  W|40 

A ROTH-GREENE-ROUSE  Production 

with 

Freddie  BARTHOLOMEW  ' Ja  mes  LYDON 

Edward  Everett  HORTON  • Tom  TULLY 

Jill  Browning  • Minna  Gombell  • Ruth  Lee  • Roberta  Smith  • Maude  Eburne 
Charles  Halton  • Ferris  Taylor  • Jimmy  Conlin  • Monte  Collins 
Charles  Middleton  • Emmett  Lynn  • Dorothy  Vaughan 

Written  and  Produced  by 

Bernard  R.  Roth  • Clarence  Greene  • Russell  Rouse 
Directed  by  RALPH  MURPHY 


i 
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PRC  PRESENTS 


WHEN  THE  LIGHTS  GO  ON  AGAIN 


starring 
★ 


pimmy  LY  DON  * B E L D E N 

George  CLEVELAND  * Dorothy  PETERSON  a Regis  TOOMEY 

Directed  by  WILLIAM  K.  HOWARD 

Original  Story  by  FRANK  CRAVEN  - Screen  Play  by  MILTON  LAZARUS 
Produced  by  LEON  FROMKESS 


SLEEPER  OF  THE  YEAR". . . HELD  OVER  in 

DETROIT -BROOKLYN*  LOS  ANGELES  • PROVIDENCE 

★ ★ ★ 

"If  Director  William  K.  Howard  had  never  made  another 
fine  picture  he  could  say  with  justifiable  pride/ 1 stand  or 
fall  by  this  one.’  ”★  Los  Angeles  Examiner 

"PRC  is  entitled  to  an  armistice  celebration  all  its  own 
over  ’When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again.’  ” * Hollywood  Reporter 

"Leon  Fromkess  does  it  again. ..a  strong  PRC  bid  to  show 
producers  it’s  possible  to  make  good  pictures. ..as  well  as 
good  money.’  ”★  Dally  Variety 

"Even  the  majors  could  be  proud  of  this  one.’’  * Box  Office 


THREE  STARS  IN  THE  NEW  YORK  DAILY  NEWS  ...  Biggest  Circulation  in  the  World 


Every  Home  in  America  is  living 
this  drama  of  tomorrow! 

TIMELIEST  PICTURE  of  the  YEAR 

It’s  headed  for  the  title  of  "the  sox  office 


LISTENING  TO  THE  CHIEF — Joseph  Engel,  Philadelphia  branch  manager, 
and  Jake  Flax,  Washington  franchise  holder,  are  shown  here  in  a discussion  with 
H.  J.  Yates  sr.,  president  of  Republic  Productions,  during  their  recent  visit  to  the 
north  Hollywood  lot.  They  were  among  a group  of  district  and  branch  managers 
invited  to  the  coast  in  accordance  with  the  company’s  established  policy  of  ac- 
quainting its  field  men  with  production. 


Historic  Bookbinder  Restaurant 
Given  to  Federated  Charities 


20lh-Fox's  30-Year 
Field  Men  Appoinled 

NEW  YORK— W.  J.  Kupper,  20th-Fox  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  named  the  37  representa- 
tives In  the  company  exchanges  for  the  39th 
Anniversary  celebration.  They  are: 

Dan  Houlihan,  Albany;  Marvin  W.  Doris, 
Atlanta;  John  Feloney,  Boston;  William 
Graham,  Buffalo;  H.  L.  Schlesinger,  Char- 
lotte; M.  A.  Van  Dyke,  Chicago;  Gilbert 
Sheppard,  Cincinnati;  Frank  Hunt,  Cleve- 
land; W.  S.  Miller,  Dallas;  Carl  Larson,  Den- 
ver; Evan  Jacobs,  Des  Moines;  A1  Levy,  De- 
troit; Kenneth  Dotterer,  Indianapolis;  Wil- 
liam J.  Kubitzki,  Kansas  City;  Morris  Sud- 
min,  Los  Angeles;  John  Carter,  Memphis; 
George  Edgerton,  Milwaukee;  Irving  Mills, 
Minneapolis. 

Sam  Germain,  New  Haven;  G.  J.  Broggi, 
New  Orleans;  Seymour  Florin,  New  York; 
Feme  Marker,  Oklahoma  City;  Dorothy 
Weaver,  Omaha;  William  Cohen,  Philadel- 
phia; Martin  Seed,  Pittsburgh;  W.  M.  Patter- 
son, Portland;  Joseph  Feld,  St.  Louis;  Frank 
P.  Larson,  Salt  Lake  City;  Floyd  Bernard, 
San  Francisco;  J.  W.  Brooks,  Seattle;  Jerry 
Murphy,  Washington;  Frank  Scott,  Calgary; 
Mrs.  W.  Phelan,  Montreal;  Leslie  Kerr,  St. 
John;  James  Powis,  Toronto;  A.  Cringan, 
Vancouver  and  Charles  Krupp,  Winnipeg. 


"Affairs  of  Susan"  Due 
At  Rivoli  March  28 

ATLANTA  — “The  Affairs  of  Susan,”  the 
first  Hal  Wallis  production  for  Paramount 
release,  will  have  its  world  premiere  at  New 
York’s  Rivoli  Theatre  March  28.  Announce- 
ment to  this  effect  was  made  by  Charles  M. 
Reagan,  the  company’s  vice-president  in 
-charge  of  distribution,  at  the  regional  sales 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Biltmore. 

The  New  York  premiere  will  be  followed  by 
showings  in  five  or  six  selected  key  situations 
designed  to  give  the  film  nationwide  momen- 
tum. Following  these  showings,  the  film  will 
be  nationally  released  on  May  25  as  a day- 
and-date  Decoration  Day  holiday  week  at- 
traction in  150  to  200  leading  theatres  from 
coast  to  coast. 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  ad-publicity  director, 
says  that  a big  campaign  using  every  channel 
of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploitation  will 
herald  the  New  York  premiere.  Similar  cam- 
paigns will  be  used  in  advance  of  every  key 
opening. 

Advertising  coverage  in  the  national  maga- 
zines will  be  extensive,  extending  over  five 
weeks  in  publications  from  May  1 to  June  6. 
Nine  national  magazines  with  a total  circu- 
lation of  17,076,514  and  14  fan  publications 
with  an  aggregate  circulation  of  7,476,963  will 
be  used.  Full  pages  and  smaller  ads  will  be 
inserted  in  Life  and  Look;  also  insertions  in 
True  Story,  Red  Book,  Cosmopolitan,  Ameri- 
can, Liberty  and  Pic. 

There  will  also  be  a special  nationwide 
newspaper  campaign  in  advance  of  key  open- 
ings. 

Gillham  said  that  Joan  Fontaine,  who  with 
George  Brent  is  co-starred  in  the  film,  will 
be  featured  on  the  front  cover  of  Cosmopoli- 
tan for  May  in  a painting  by  Bradshaw 
Crandell. 

"Maids  in  Uniform"  Star 
Killed  in  Dresden  Raid 

LONDON — Dorothea  Wieck,  German  film 
star  remembered  for  her  role  in  “Maedchen  in 
Uniform,”  was  killed  in  a recent  Allied  bomb- 
ing of  Dresden,  according  to  a Nazi  broadcast. 
She  went  to  Hollywood  after  the  film’s  suc- 
cess, but  returned  to  Germany  in  1934,  ex- 
pressing disappointment  in  the  roles  offered 
her. 


Canada's  New  Headache: 
Jukebox  Movies  Arrive 

OTTAWA — Jukebox  movies  have  arrived  in 
Canada  to  present  a new  form  of  competition 
for  licensed  film  theatres,  the  coin-operated 
machines  which  provide  a combination  of 
moving  pictures  and  music  having  been  in- 
stalled in  a number  of  restaurants  and  pool- 
rooms  for  the  use  of  patrons  and  hangerson. 

Shortly  after  making  their  appearance  in 
Hull,  Quebec,  however,  the  mechanical  devices 
attracted  the  attention  of  civic  officials  with 
that  result  that  the  Hull  city  council  passed 
a bylaw  requiring  an  annual  license  fee  of 
$200  per  machine  to  regulate  their  use  and 
also,  possibly,  to  provide  a deterrent.  This 
move  has  caught  the  attention  of  officials  in 
other  cities  and  there  is  a prospect  that  stiff 
taxation  will  be  imposed  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  theatre  owners  who  are  contributors 
of  heavy  property  and  business  taxes  as  well 
as  absorbing  substantial  license  fees. 

City  hall  officials  in  Ottawa  have  not  yet 
taken  action  but  the  matter  is  understood  to 
be  under  consideration. 

Postwar  Outlook  Sombre, 
Says  London  Spokesman 

LONDON — Not  only  has  the  London  exhibi- 
tor had  but  one  good  year  of  business  since 
September  1939  but  the  future  for  local 
cinemas  is  far  from  favorable.  Because  of 
the  housing  shortage,  it  will  be  a long  time 
before  picture  theatres  here  and  in  other 
blitzed  areas  regain  their  normal  patronage, 
according  to  the  annual  report  of  Cecil  G. 
Bernstein,  chairman,  to  the  London  and 
home  counties  branch  of  the  CEA. 

“The  population  of  London  has  been  de- 
pleted by  many  hundreds  of  thousands  and  it 
is  no  good  saying  they  will  return  with  the 
peace,”  he  warned,  “because  there  will  be  no 
place  for  them  to  return  to.  They  must 
inevitably  remain  out  of  London  for  a long 
time  until  the  problem  arising  over  the  short- 
age of  houses  has  been  solved.” 


Set  "Co-Pilot"  Dates 

NEW  YORK — Warners  will  tradeshow  “God 
Is  My  Co-Pilot”  nationally  on  Monday, 
March  19,  according  to  Ben  Kalmenson,  gen- 
eral sales  manager. 


PHILADELPHIA — Old  Bookbinder’s  restau- 
rant, famed  eating  house  here,  patronized  by 
show  people  for  more  than  80  years,  was 
given  last  week  to  the  Federation  of  Jewish 
Charities. 

Included  in  the  gift  was  a collection  of  the- 
atre memorabilia,  valued  at  thousands  of  dol- 
lars. The  collection  contained  programs,  post- 
ers, photos  of  theatrical  stars  since  the  Civil 
War  and  other  rare  mementoes  of  show  busi- 
ness. 

Presentation  of  the  restaurant,  founded  by 
Samuel  and  Cecelia  Bookbinder  in  1885,  was 
made  by  Harmon  L.  Blackburn,  New  York 
lawyer,  in  the  chambers  of  Judge  Joseph  L. 
Kun.  The  eating  house  does  a business  of 
$500,000  yearly.  Even  the  cash  in  the  till  was 
included  in  the  gift. 

Blackburn,  prominent  show  figure,  gave  the 
place  to  the  organization  as  a memorial  to  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Harriette  Bookbinder  Blackburn, 
daughter  of  the  founders.  He  started  collect- 
ing the  playbills,  posters  and  programs  as  a 
boy  of  13,  53  years  ago. 

Among  the  collection  of  playbills  are  those 
of  the  original  Park  Theatre,  New  York,  Lon- 
don’s Covent  Gardens;  the  bill  of  the  “Black 
Crook,”  played  in  1879;  Tony  Pastor's,  and  a 
program  featuring  Joseph  Jefferson  in  “Rip 
Van  Winkle”  at  the  Grand  Opera  House  here. 

One  of  the  rare  items  is  a poster  of  a show 
in  the  old  Miner  Theatre  in  the  Bowery,  New 
York,  on  which  is  featured  Jerry  Cohan,  fa- 
ther of  the  celebrated  George  H.  This  is 
valued  at  $3,000. 

Disney  Foreign  Manager 
Touring  Latin-America 

MEXICO  CITY  — Leo  Samuels,  foreign 
manager  for  Walt  Disney  Productions,  has 
arrived  here  to  confer  with  RKO  Radio  of- 
ficials and  key  exhibitors  regarding  forth- 
coming features  and  short  subjects.  He  will 
also  set  up  campaigns  on  “The  Three  Cabal- 
leros.” 

He  leaves  shortly  for  Panama,  Peru,  Brazil, 
Argentina  and  Chile.  His  entire  trip  will 
cover  a period  af  about  two  and  one-half 
months. 


Moore's  Son  a Prisoner 

HOLLYWOOD  — Pfc.  Robert  Emmett 
Moore,  son  of  Victor  Moore,  screen  comedian, 
reported  missing  in  action  two  months  ago, 
is  a prisoner  of  war  in  Germany,  according  to 
word  received  from  the  war  department. 
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GALA  OPENING  FOR  PRC’s  “LIGHTS”— When  PRC’s  production,  “When 
the  Lights  Go  On  Again,”  was  given  its  west  coast  premiere  at  the  Hawaii  Theatre 
in  Hollywood  under  the  auspices  of  the  Beverly  Hills  Post  of  the  American  Legion, 
the  cameraman  caught: 

Top:  Harry  Shannon,  character  actor,  and  Harry  Green,  manager  of  PRC’s 
Los  Angeles  exchange. 

Bottom:  A1  Galston,  owner  and  operator  of  the  Hawaii,  greeting  Barbara 
Belden  and  James  Lydon,  stars  of  the  film. 


O'Connor  Makes  Public 
MOD  Annual  Report 

NEW  YORK— The  1944  March  of  Dimes 
appeal  brought  $5,293,232  into  National  Foun- 
dation chapter  treasuries  and,  including  $240,- 
000  derived  from  RKO’s  “Forever  and  a Day,” 
National  Headquarters  received  a total  of 
$5,452,593,  according  to  the  Foundation’s  sixth 
annual  report,  made  public  by  Basil  O’Con- 
nor. An  emergency  fund  of  $2,000,000  has 
been  set  up  by  the  board  of  trustees. 


Post  Honors  MacMurray 

NEW  YORK — Fred  MacMurray,  20th-Fox’s 
newest  star,  is  the  subject  of  a full-length 
personality  sketch  in  the  Saturday  Evening 
Post.  In  the  article  the  author,  Cleveland 
Amory,  refers  to  MacMurray  as  “Hollywood’s 
Ho-Hum  Boy,”  and  says  that  he  is  one  of 
filmdom’s  greatest  drawing  cards. 

MacMurray’s  first  film  for  20th-Fox  under 
his  new  contract  is  “Captain  Eddie.” 


NYU  Shows  WB  Short 

NEW  YORK — Warners’  short  subject,  “It 
Happened  in  Springfield,”  presenting  that 
community’s  plan  for  attacking  the  problem 
of  intolerance  and  discrimination,  was  part 
of  the  N.Y.U  two-day  conference.  Six  round- 
table discussions  were  held  on  various  youth 
service  programs.  A summary  of  the  motion 
picture  round-table  was  made  by  Dr.  Walter 
W.  Pettit,  National  Board  of  Review  director. 


RKO's  Pan-Americana 

:k 

Brochure  Is  Elaborate 

NEW  YORK  — A broadside  promotional 
piece  on  RKO’s  “Pan-Americana”  is  being 
mailed  to  exhibitors  throughout  the  U.S.  and 
several  foreign  countries  by  Leon  J.  Bam- 
berger, sales  promotion  manager.  The  mail- 
ing piece  measures  11  by  14  inches  when 
folded  and  contains  scene  photos  and  promo- 
tional material  about  the  film. 

The  folder  opens  up  to  about  one-sheet 
size.  The  inside  contains  a layout  of  flags 
of  all  pan-American  countries  being  held 
aloft  by  girls  dressed  in  native  costumes. 
Information  on  the  folder  is  designed  for  its 
future  reference  value.  The  envelope  in  which 
it  is  mailed  has  a montage  of  scenes  from 
the  film  imprinted  on  the  front. 

Place  "Affairs  of  Susan" 

In  Paramount's  Fifth 

NEW  YORK— “The  Affairs  of  Susan,”  Hal 
B.  Wallis’s  first  production  for  Paramount 
release,  will  be  included  in  the  fifth  block 
of  the  current  season,  together  with  “A  Medal 
for  Benny,”  “Murder,  He  Says”  and  “One 
Exciting  Night.”  “Susan”  stars  Joan  Fon- 
taine, in  her  first  comedy  role,  and  George 
Brent. 


"Fury  in  Pacific"  Set 
For  Release  March  22 

NEW  YORK — “Fury  in  the  Pacific,”  first 
film  produced  jointly  by  the  armed  forces 
for  public  showings,  will  be  released  March 
22  by  the  War  Activities  Committee.  This  20- 
minute  subject  records  an  amphibious  assault 
in  the  Pacific.  The  Army  Pictorial  Service, 
U.S.  navy,  U.S.  marine  corps,  coast  guard 
and  army  air  force  cooperated  in  making 
the  film. 

Included  in  the  footage  are  rare  closeup 
shots  of  Japs  in  actual  combat,  and  our  own 
troops  so  close  to  the  enemy  that  nine  U.S. 
combat  photographers  were  wounded.  The 
scope  of  the  operations  against  the  Nips  is 
demonstrated  in  the  cost  of  men  and  ma- 
teriel represented  in  one  typical  landing 
operation. 

“Fury  in  the  Pacific”  is  an  OWI  release  to 
be  distributed  by  Warners  for  the  WAC. 

Conroe  Named  as  Director 
Of  N.  Y.  Reviewing  Board 

ALBANY — Assistant  State  Education  Direc- 
tor Irwin  A.  Conroe  is  the  new  acting  director 
of  the  motion  picture  division,  state  educa- 
tion department,  succeeding  Irwin  Esmond. 
The  latter,  a lawyer  who  has  been  chief  of 
the  division  engaged  in  reviewing  and  licens- 
ing films  since  October,  1932,  retired  March 
1.  He  is  70. 

State  Education  Commissioner  George  D. 
Stoddard,  in  a letter  commenting  upon  Es- 
mond’s retirement,  highly  praised  the  latter’s 
handling  of  “a  difficult  post  with  skill  and 
tact.” 

Browning  Is  Operated 
On  for  Appendicitis 

NEW  YORK- — Harry  Browning,  executive 
assistant  to  Samuel  Pinanski,  WAC  national 
chairman  of  the  Seventh  War  Loan,  under- 
went an  operation  for  appendicitis  in  Boston. 
His  condition  is  excellent  and  he  is  expected 
to  resume  his  duties  in  about  three  weeks.  He 
is  at  Corey  Hill  Hospital,  Brighton,  Mass. 


Hirliman  to  Coast 

NEW  YORK— George  A.  Hirliman,  presi- 
dent of  International  Theatrical  and  Tele- 
vision Corp.,  and  Harry  A.  Kapit,  head  of  the 
Walter  O.  Gutlohn,  Inc.,  division  of  that  com- 
pany, have  left  for  the  coast.  They  plan  to 
form  a production  unit  in  Hollywood,  to  be 
maintained  for  producing  16mm  film.  This 
unit  will  devote  itself  to  the  making  of  enter- 
tainment pictures  unlike  the  instructional 
and  documentary  unit  which  Kapit  heads  in 
the  east. 


WB  Sets  New  High 

HOLLYWOOD— Warners’  latest  personnel 
list  reveals  the  studio  at  a new  high  in  con- 
tracts, with  199  persons  signed  to  various 
pacts.  Heading  the  list  are  30  stars,  50  fea- 
tured players,  23  artists  on  one-picture  deals, 
18  directors,  31  writers,  13  producers  and  four 
composers.  In  addition,  30  contractees  are  in 
the  armed  forces. 


Variety  Club  to  Induct 

GRAND  RAPIDS — The  newly-formed  Va- 
riety Club  will  induct  recently-elected  offi- 
cers at  a banquet  in  mid-April.  The  tent 
clubrooms  at  the  Pantlind  Hotel  are  to  be 
opened  formally  on  March  15. 


To  Score  “Fighting  Guardsman" 

Columbia  has  assigned  Paul  Sawtell  the 
scoring  chores  on  “The  Fighting  Guards- 
man.” t 
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BUGABOO  OF  HIGH  TAXES— -That  the  motion  picture  industry  can  only 
stand  so  much  tax  and  no  more,  is  exemplified  in  the  old  photo  above  of  the  Film 
Exchange  Bldg.,  in  New  Haven.  It  was  taken  in  1925,  two  decades  ago,  when  all 
exchanges  moved  their  offices  to  New  York  City  in  protest  against  the  $10  per  reel 
tax  passed  at  Hartford.  The  tax  went  into  effect  in  August  of  1925,  and  the 
exchanges  moved  out  three  months  later.  Several  years  later,  when  the  levy  was 
repealed,  the  exchanges  came  back. 


Catholic  Charities'  Aides 
Are  Named  by  O'Connor 

NEW  YORK — Chairman  John  J.  O’Con- 
nor of  the  1945  Catholic  Charities  commit- 
tee has  made  public  the  names  of  those  who 
will  assist  in  the  drive.  Serving  directly  un- 
der him  as  vice-chairman  is  Bert  Sanford. 

Others  named  for  the  committee  are:  Jack 
Alicoate,  Martin  F.  Bennett,  Maj.  Edward 
Bowes,  Steve  Broidy,  Harry  Buckley,  Patrick 
Casey,  T.  J.  Connors,  H.  M.  Doherty,  G.  S. 
Eyssell,  Si  Fabian,  E.  C.  and  J.  R.  Grainger, 
Al  Hovell,  John  Kane,  Austin  C.  Keough,  Leo 
J.  McCarthy,  Joseph  McConville,  Charles  B. 
McDonald,  Joseph  P.  McLoughlin,  Joseph  E. 
McMahon,  James  A.  Mulvey,  John  and  Wil- 
liam P.  Murphy,  William  J.  Murray,  Leon 
Netter,  John  Nolan,  Dennis  F.  O’Brien, 
Thomas  F.  O’Connor,  Charles  L.  O’Reilly, 
P.  A.  Powers,  Martin  Quigley,  Charles  Rea- 
gan, Phil  Reisman,  Herman  Robins,  George 
J.  Schaeffer,  William  A.  Scully,  E.  H.  Seifert, 
George  and  Spyros  Skouras  and  William 
White. 

"Enchanted  Cottage"  Gets 
Top  Review  Board  Honor 

NEW  YORK — The  National  Board  of  Re- 
view for  the  week  ending  March  3 has  ac- 
corded starred  selected  feature  rating  to 
“The  Enchanted  Cottage,”  and  selected  fea- 
ture rating  to  “The  Crime  Doctor’s  Courage,” 
“Crime,  Inc.,”  “Earl  Carroll  Vanities,”  “The 
Navajo  Trail,”  “Strange  Illusion”  and  “The 
Unseen.” 

Selected  short  subjects  included  “Brenda 
Starr,  Reporter,”  a serial;  “Gabriel  Church- 
kitten,”  “Lulu’s  Birthday  Party,”  “Nova  Sco- 
tia,” “On  Guard”  and  “She-Sick  Sailors.” 


Roy  Disney  in  Capital 

WASHINGTON  — Roy  Disney,  executive 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of  Walt 
Disney  Productions,  will  return  to  Holly- 
wood following  completion  of  special  con- 
ferences with  government  officials.  En  route 
here  he  made  a short  stopover  in  New  York 
for  confabs  with  RKO  Radio  executives. 


Loew's  Dividend 

NEW  YORK — A dividend  of  50  cents  per 
share  has  been  declared  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  on  the  company’s  com- 
mon stock,  payable  March  31  to  the  stock- 
holders of  record  March  23. 


Australian  Advocates 
Postwar  Era  Reserve 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA  — Norman  Rydge, 
Australian  circuit  head  who  recently  re- 
turned from  a visit  to  the  United  States, 
advocates  the  setting  up  by  exhibitors  of  re- 
serves to  finance  postwar  construction  and 
the  repair  of  theatre  property  deteriorated 
by  wartime  wear  and  tear. 

Rydge  reported  that  American  theatre  ar- 
chitects are  planning  postwar  theatres  as 
more  serviceable  and  artistically  simple  and 
that  if  this  is  applicable  to  the  United  States 
it  should  also  apply  to  the  Antipodes. 

Independent  operators  who  have  devoted 
their  entire  lives  to  the  industry,  he  says, 
should  not  be  caught  napping,  but  should 
provide  a reserve  which  will  enable  them  to 
pay  for  postwar  reconstruction.  He  also 
stressed  the  importance  of  preparing  plans. 

A lot  of  investment  capital  will  be  available 
for  new  theatres  after  the  war’s  end  and 
established  exhibitors  who  give  their  com- 
munities the  best  type  of  theatres  have  noth- 
ing to  fear,  Rydge  believes. 

RKO  Sends  This  Week 
As  Showmanship  Aid 

NEW  YORK — Ned  Depinet  has  sent  to  each 
exhibitor  on  RKO’s  roster  a copy  of  the  latest 
issue  of  This  Week  magazine  featuring  f 
cover  and  leading  articles  on  J.  Edgar  Hoover, 
the  FBI,  This  Is  America  and  Frederick 
Ullman  jr.  Included  in  Depinet’s  letter  is  a 
list  of  the  21  newspapers  throughout  the 
U.S.  from  whom  theatre  managers  may  ob- 
tain extra  copies  of  This  Week  for  effective 
use  as  lobby  displays  or  heralds. 

The  RKO  sales  head  doubles  the  impact 
of  his  letter  to  exhibitors  by  devoting  the 
opening  paragraph  to  Walter  Winchell’s 
broadcast  praising  “On  Guard,”  recent  sub- 
ject on  the  This  Is  America  series. 


Big  "Vanities"  Campaign 

NEW  YORK — The  opening  of  Republic’s 
“Earl  Carroll  Vanities”  in  St.  Louis  was 
backed  by  a widespread  advertising  and  pub- 
licity campaign  which  included  display  ad- 
vertising in  local  papers  and  radio  spot  an- 
nouncements. Similar  campaigns  are  to  be 
used  in  other  key  cities  where  the  film  is 
scheduled  to  open. 


RKO's  British  Lineup 
An  Impressive  Listing 

LONDON — Plans  for  the  production  and 
release  of  the  largest  lineup  of  boxoffice  films 
in  the  history  of  the  company  were  discussed 
at  the  annual  United  Kingdom  sales  conven- 
tion of  RKO  Radio,  held  at  the  Dorchester 
Hotel  here. 

Robert  S.  Wolff,  managing  director  in  Great 
Britain  for  the  company,  presided  for  the 
first  time.  He  returned  to  London  after  visit- 
ing the  U.S.,  accompanied  by  Phil  Reisman, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign  distribu- 
tion. 

Wolff  declared  that  the  past  year’s  busi- 
ness of  the  British  organization  had  achieved 
a new  record.  He  asserted  that  the  forthcom- 
ing product  had  been  devised  with  an  eye 
toward  the  needs  of  the  British  market. 

Reisman  told  the  convention  that  the  com- 
pany had  signed  a second  contract  with  In- 
ternational Pictures,  Inc.  This  will  give  RKO 
Radio  distribution  of  several  more  pictures 
with  appeal  for  British  audiences. 

An  interesting  sidelight  was  the  meeting 
of  Reisman  with  his  son,  Lieut.  William  Reis- 
man, now  permanently  stationed  in  England, 
following  his  recovery  from  injuries  suffered 
during  the  fighting  in  France  and  Germany. 
Reisman  gave  his  son  a gold  watch  which  he 
had  brought  with  him  from  America. 

Among  those  present  who  spoke  to  the  dele- 
gates were  Ernest  Simon,  general  sales  man- 
ager; George  W.  Dawson,  secretary  and  di- 
rector; David  E.  Griffiths,  British  represen- 
tative for  International  Pictures,  Inc.;  Arthur 
Dent,  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  representative  to 
Great  Britain;  E.  J.  Davis,  representing  Walt 
Disney;  Ambassador  Richard  C.  Patterson, 
former  chairman  of  the  board  of  RKO  Radio’s 
parent  company;  Jack  Votion,  RKO  Radio 
producer,  and  head  office  executives,  who 
dealt  with  internal  problems  of  their  various 
departments. 

English  Film  Business 
Booming,  Says  Cowdin 

NEW  YORK — Picture  business  in  England 
is  tremendous,  according  to  J.  Cheever  Cow- 
din,  Universal’s  chairman  of  the  board,  just 
returned  from  a flying  trip  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  number  of  cinemas  damaged 
or  destroyed  in  the  blitz  and  as  yet  unrepaired 
or  unreplaced  is  insufficient  to  make  a great 
difference  to  the  gross  done  by  London  pic- 
ture houses,  he  said. 

“We  have  no  intention  of  producing  in  Eng- 
land nor,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  does 
J.  Arthur  Rank  intend  to  produce  in  this 
country.  During  my  visit  I made  no  changes 
in  our  distribution  setup,  and  I do  not  plan 
to  do  so  in  the  immediate  future.  My  trip 
was  connected  only  partially  with  motion 
pictures,”  he  continued.  Asked  what  else  he 
had  done  while  overseas,  Cowdin  replied  he 
had  “resumed  some  old  acquaintanceships.” 

Industry  Folk  Will  Fete 
Vice-Admiral  Wilkinson 

NEW  YORK — Vice-Adm.  T.  S.  Wilkinson, 
commander  of  the  Third  amphibious  forces 
in  the  Pacific,  awarded  the  navy  Gold  Star 
for  service  in  the  Philippine  invasion,  will 
be  guest  of  honor  at  a luncheon  given  here 
by  leaders  of  the  industry  on  March  19.  The 
admiral  will  discuss  the  Pacific  war  at  the 
luncheon,  which  will  precede  the  showing  of 
“Fury  in  the  Pacific,”  a 20-minute  film  de- 
picting the  invasion  of  the  Palau  Islands. 
Admiral  Wilkinson,  as  commander  of  the 
amphibious  forces,  directed  the  engagement. 

The  film,  the  first  to  be  produced  jointly 
by  the  army,  navy  and  marine  corps,  will 
be  released  March  22  by  WAC. 
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on  a honeymoon  for  three — bride 
groom  and  “wolf!”.  . A super- 
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SI  SEADLER  EXPLAINS — M-G-M  exploiteers  from  the  prairie  district  go 
into  conference  with  the  advertising  director.  They  are:  William  Prass,  Denver; 
Austin  McGough,  Des  Moines;  Ernest  Van  Pelt,  Salt  Lake  City;  Seadler,  and  Price 
A.  Shoemaker  jr.,  Chicago. 

Car  Card  Promotion  Turns  Out  to  Be 
Exploitation  Help  With  Odd  Angles 


By  PAUL  PEREZ 

NEW  YORK — Couple  of  months  ago  in  a 
story  on  Ray-Tele’s  Voice  Library  we  re- 
ferred most  learnedly  to  Noah  and  the  Whale, 
when  any  dope  (present  company,  meaning 
us,  excepted)  knows  it  was  Jonah.  As  we 
say  in  Turkey,  “Boy,  was  our  fez  red!”  (The 
reader  may  rest  assured  there’ll  be  no  biblical 
references,  correct  or  otherwise,  in  the  fol- 
lowing narrative.) 

As  many  of  our  readers  know,  New  York 
City’s  three  subway  and  elevated  systems,  as 
well  as  the  Brooklyn  streetcars  and  buses, 
have  for  several  years  been  displaying  car 
cards  advising  passengers  to  Go  See  the  cur- 
rent cinematic  best-bet.  This  gratis  plug  con- 
sists of  a three  or  four-line  blurb  superim- 
posed on  a still  from  the  Movie  of  the 
Month. 

So,  because  it’s  the  policy  of  this  magazine 
to  tip  off  its  readers  to  all  tried-and-proven 
boxoffice  stimuli,  we  ambled  over  to  the  ele- 
gant offices  of  the  New  York  Subways  Ad- 
vertising Co.  to  get  the  lowdown.  If,  during 
our  scientific  research  there,  we  were  to  en- 
counter some  Powers  & Conover  models 
fighting  it  out  for  the  title  of  Miss  Sub- 
ways, that  would  be  just  so  much  velvet. 

Champs  a Bit  Over  Chalfant 

We  sent  our  name  in  to  Allan  B.  Chalfant, 
promotion  manager,  and  looked  around  the 
waiting  room.  On  one  wall  was  a blowup 
airview  of  greater  New  York  over  which  were 
pasted  spaghetti-like  tapes  of  different  colors 
to  show  all  the  transit  lines  in  which  the 
company  had  car  cards.  Nearby  stood  a large 
world  globe,  electrically  lighted  from  within; 
we  looked  closely  but  could  find  no  spaghetti 
or  any  other  indication  that  the  company’s 
car  cards  were  being  displayed  on  troop 
transports,  planes  or  gliders.  Hmmph,  we 
thought,  this  guy  Chalfant  couldn’t  be  so  hot 
a promotion  manager,  missing  an  opportunity 
like  that. 

Minutes  passed.  Every  time  someone  ap- 
peared at  the  door,  we  looked  up  hopefully. 
Nary  a sign  of  Allan  B.  Chalfant  or — worse 
luck — a Powers  model.  We  leafed  through 
several  piles  of  magazines;  found  we’d  read 
all  of  ’em  at  our  dentist’s.  What  the  heck 
was  keeping  Allan  B.  Chalfant?  On  one  of 
the  walls  hung  a framed  testimonial  to  the 
65  members  of  the  staff  in  the  armed  forces. 


Worriedly  we  read  each  name,  sighed  with 
relief  at  not  finding  Chalf ant’s;  at  least  we’d 
see  him  before  the  war  ended  ...  we  hoped. 

On  another  wall  were  some  art-moderne 
cutouts  of  imaginary  scenes  in  subway  cars 
showing  passengers  looking  at  car  cards,  men 
giving  their  seats  to  ladies  (imaginary  is 
right!)  and  other  scenes  even  more  pre- 
posterous, such  as  subway  cars  with  lots  of 
vacant  seats.  Allan  B.  Chalfant  had  better 
come  out  of  his  ivory  tower,  ours  is  a world 
of  grim  reality  and  has  no  time  for  dreamers. 
Dreamers!  That  was  it!  No  wonder  we’d  been 
kept  waiting  so  long — maybe  the  guy  had 
fallen  asleep. 

How  the  Idea  Developed 

Finally  Allan  B.  Chalfant  appeared,  look- 
ing quite  shiny  and  bright.  We  never  did 
learn  if  Chalfant’s  office  has  its  own  con- 
necting Turkish  bath,  or  even  barber  shop; 
he  ushered  us  instead  into  the  company’s 
board  room.  Around  the  wall  was  a frieze 
of  the  firm’s  current  car  cards  as  displayed 
throughout  the  city’s  transit  systems.  The 
illusion  of  being  in  a car  was  so  perfect,  we 
instinctively  started  to  give  with  “The  Trolley 
Song.”  At  the  second  “clang,”  Chalfant 
cleared  his  throat.  We  thought  he  was  going 
to  harmonize  with  us.  Instead  of  joining  in 
the  song — his  firm  has  no  wish  to  break  its 
lease — he  began  telling  us  the  history  of  his 
company. 

When  Barron  Collier’s  Street  Railways  Ad- 
vertising agency  went  bankrupt  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1940,  Wrigley’s  set  up  the  New  York 
Subway  Advertising  Co.  as  a subsidiary.  The 
NYSA  bid  on  and  won  contracts  for  sole 
rights  to  the  advertising  space  in  all  three 
metropolitan  subway  and  elevated  systems  as 
well  as  in  the  Brooklyn  streetcar  and  bus 
lines. 

In  March  1941,  the  company  started  plac- 
ing in  the  subways  three  series  of  so-called 
editorial  cards.  One  was  a monthly  humorous 
cartoon,  another  was  Our  Town  Oddities,  the 
third  was  Movie  of  the  Month.  At  present 
there  are  now  eight  features,  of  which  Movie 
of  the  Month — now  called  Go  See — is  the 
only  survivor  of  the  three  original  series.  The 
purpose  of  these  various  features  was  and  is 
to  encourage  the  public  in  the  habit  of  look- 
ing up  at  car  cards. 

The  Go  See  cards,  each  ll-by-21  inches, 
are  placed  two  to  a car.  Although  the  cards 


appear  in  only  half  of  the  cars,  7,000  to  8,000 
appear  at  one  time  and  are  seen  by  a con- 
siderable portion  of  the  160,000,000  passengers 
riding  in  the  subways  and  elevateds  each 
month.  All  the  cards  are  changed  monthly. 
Of  the  various  editorial  cards,  the  Go  See 
series  is  the  only  one  not  printed  on  both 
sides.  To  demonstrate  his  point,  Chalfant 
took  from  its  position  on  the  wall  the  cur- 
rent Meet  Miss  Subway  card,  turned  it  over 
and  showed  us  next  month’s  Miss  Subway. 
(We  like  this  month’s  better.) 

Are  Printed  on  Both  Sides 

Having  previously  told  us  the  Go  See  cards 
were  the  only  ones  not  printed  on  both  sides, 
Chalfant  then  crossed  us  and  himself  up  by 
saying  they  had  once  chosen  “Destination, 
Tokyo”  and  “Gung  Ho!”  concurrently,  print- 
ing their  cards  back-to-back,  and  running 
them  15  days  each.  That  was  because  the 
films  were  patriotic  and  inspiring.  Damned 
if  they’ll  do  it  for  any  other  kind.  NYSA  is 
a push-over  for  patriotic  pictures;  it  selected 
“Winged  Victory”  over  plenty  tough  competi- 
tion because  of  its  patriotic  message  and  due 
to  the  fact  increased  attendance  would  boost 
the  share  of  its  receipts  the  picture  was  turn- 
ing over  to  the  U.S.  Army  Relief  Fund. 

Asked  how  the  monthly  choice  was  made, 
Chalfant  explained  a preliminary  committee 
filtered  several  score  releases;  the  cream  of 
the  crop  was  then  viewed  by  a board  ap- 
proximating a cross-section  of  his  company’s 
personnel.  The  board  is  guided  by  one  in- 
tent, to  select  “just  a damn  good  picture  with- 
out any  bugs.”  Bugs,  Chalfant  explained,  are 
items  that  might  possibly  give  offense  to  cer- 
tain groups  of  persons,  organized  or  other- 
wise. Thus,  the  board  recently  turned  down 
“a  fine  picture,  because  we  feared  it  might 
offend  conservative  parents.”  We  promptly 
asked  him  which  one.  Chalfant  developed  a 
sudden  attack  of  acute  deafness,  and  went 
on  to  explain  that  because  they  were  “using 
city  space  to  recommend  pictures  to  the  gen- 
eral public,  including  children,”  it  behooved 
them  to  select  the  more  wholesome  of  the 
two  top  films. 

“Wilson”  Was  Mighty  Timely 

Another  picture  turned  down — but  not  be- 
cause it  was  unwholesome  — was  “Wilson,” 
deprived  of  the  Go  See  award  on  account 
of  its  timeliness.  “It  was  too  timely,”  Chal- 
fant explained.  “If  we’d  chosen  it  there’d 
have  been  hell  to  pay,  everyone  accusing  us 
of  playing  politics — a thing  we  couldn’t  do. 

“We’ve  got  a sort  of  public  responsibility. 
It’s  up  to  us  to  remain  impartial  and  im- 
pervious to  pressure.  And  I don’t  mind  tell- 
ing you  the  motion  picture  industry  has 
played  the  game  like  soldiers  all  the  way 
through.  Not  once  have  they  tried  to  influ- 
ence our  selections  in  any  way.” 

Asked  if  there  were  any  reason  why  thea- 
tres in  other  cities  should  not  try  to  promote 
Go  See  cards  in  their  transit  systems,  Chal- 
fant agreed  it  would  doubtless  prove  of  mu- 
tual benefit.  “Street  railway  advertising 
agencies  in  other  cities  might  be  reluctant 
to  use  our  idea  without  first  consulting  us. 
I see  no  reason,”  he  concluded,  “why  such 
permission  would  not  be  granted  freely.” 

The  interview  over,  we  hurried  out,  not 
even  taking  time  to  look  further  for  any 
Powers  or  Conover  models.  Thanks  to  hav- 
ing been  kept  waiting  by  Chalfant  on  our 
arrival  at  his  office,  we  were  late  in  reaching 
the  preview  across  town,  missing  part  of  the 
picture.  After  seeing  the  rest  of  the  film,  we 
wished  Chalfant  had  kept  us  waiting  longer. 

British  Home  Office  Bars 
Chevalier  From  the  U.  K. 

LONDON  — Film  star  Maurice  Chevalier, 
booked  for  a revue  by  Jack  Hylton,  has  been 
denied  a visa  to  enter  England,  according  to 
the  British  home  office.  Chevalier  was  at  one 
time  accused  of  collaborating  with  the  Ger- 
mans but,  according  to  recent  reports,  he  has 
been  exonerated  of  the  charge. 
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This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
from  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  the 
outstanding  merit  and  suit- 
ability of  the  film  for  whole 
family  entertainment.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  are  se- 
lected from  the  following 
groups  throughout  the  coun- 
try: Motion  picture  editors 


February  Blue  Ribbon  Award 
To  "Keys  of  the  Kingdom" 

Twentieth  Century-Fox's  screen  version  of  A.  J.  Cronin's  dra- 
matic "The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom"  is  the  winner  of  the  BOXOFFICE 
Blue  Ribbon  Award  for  February.  It  is  the  selection  of  the  National 
Screen  Council  as  the  best  current  release  which  is  both  outstanding 
as  a picture  and  suitable  entertainment  for  the  whole  family. 

Gregory  Peck  played  the  lead  as  the  ascetic  priest  who  takes 
his  missionary  responsibilities  seriously,  and  the  cast  included 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Roddy  McDowall  and  Rosa  Stradner.  John  M. 
Stahl  directed  and  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz  was  both  producer  and 
co-author  of  the  screenplay.  Much  of  the  story  is  laid  in  China. 

The  Cast 


Father  Francis  Chisholm 

Gregory  Peck 

Dr.  Willie  Tulloch 

Thomas  Mitchell 

Rev.  Angus  Mealy.. ..Vincent  Price 
Mother  Maria-V eronica 

Rosa  Stradner 

Francis  (as  a child) 

Roddy  McDowall 

Rev.  Hamish  MacNabb 

Edmund  Gwenn 

Monsignor  Sleeth 

.Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 

Nora  (as  a child) 

Peggy  Ann  Garner 

Nora  Jane  Ball 

Dr.  Wilbur  Fiske 

James  Gleason 

Agnes  Fiske  Anne  Revere 


Lisbeth  Chisholm Ruth  Nelson 

Joseph  Benson  Fong 

Mr.  Chia Leonard  Strong 

Mr.  Pao Philip  Ahn 

Father  Tarrant.... Arthur  Shields 

Aunt  Polly Edith  Barrett 

Sister  Martha Sara  Allgood 

Lieutenant  Shon Richard  Loo 

Sister  Clotilde ....Ruth  Ford 

Father  Craig Kevin  O’Shea 

Hosannah  Wang H.  T.  Tsiang 

Philomena  Wang Si-Lan  Chen 

Anna  Eunice  Soo-Hoo 

Alex  Chisholm.... Dennis  Hoey 

Mrs.  Glennie Ethel  Griffies 

Malcolm  Glennie... .Terry  Kilburn 

Daniel  Glennie Lumsden  Hare 

Ned  Bannon.... J.  Anthony  Hughes 
Bandit  Captain.... Abner  Biberman 
Andrew  George  Nokes 


Production  Staff 


of  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines, radio  film  commenta- 
tors, reviewing  committees, 
club  women,  better  filtns 
councils,  social,  civic  and 
educational  organizations. 


Executive  Producer 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck 

Produced  by 

Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz 

Director John  M.  Stahl 

Screenplay  by 

Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz 

and  Nunnally  Johnson 

From  the  Novel  by A.  J.  Cronin 

Director  of  Photography 

....Arthur  Miller,  A.S.C. 

Music  Alfred  Newman 


Orchestral  Arrangements 

Edward  Powell 

Art  Direction 

James  Basevi,  William  Darling 

Set  Decorations Thomas  Little 

Associate Frank  E.  Hughes 

Film  Editor James  B.  Clark 

Costumes  Bonnie  Cashin 

Makeup  Artist Guy  Pearce 

Special  Photographic  Effects 

Fred  Sersen 

Sound Eugene  Grossman 

and  Roger  Heman 


“An  artistic  production  whic 
will  catch  critical  praise  and 
plenty  of  audience  attention. 
With  Dorothy  McGuire,  Robert 
Young  and  Herbert  Marshall 
toplining  in  top  performances, 
'Enchanted  Cottage’  will  play 
a merry  tune  at  the  boxoffice.” 

-VARIETY 


“A  natural,  both  as  to  box  office  and  entertainment.” 

— Motion  Picture  Herald 


“Gives  one  the  feeling  of  having  discovered  some  rare  jewel.” 

— Hollywood  Reporter 

“One  of  the  month’s  most  noteworthy  screen  events.” 

— Boxoffice 


“In  the  top  bracket.” 

•,  — Hollywood  Variety 

“Beats  a path  of  its  own  ...  an  attraction  of  some  size/’ 

— Motion  Picture  Daily 

“Deeply  moving  . . . has  tremendous  appeal  for  women.” 

— Film  Daily 

“Timely  . . . should  prove  beneficial  to  box  office.” 

— Showmen's  Trade  Review 

“Unusual  love  story  will  get  the  women’s  vote.” 

— The  Exhibitor 


NATIONAL 
PRESENTATION 
IN  MID-APRIL! 

COLLECT  AT  EVERY  SHOW! 

RED  CROSS  WEEK  — MARCH  15-21 


Full  poge  seat-sellers  In  the  biggest  magazines,  to  a 
total  of 


29,007,375  CIRCULATION! 


- in  pv  blications  like  WOMAN'S  HOME  COM 
PANION— McCALL'S— RED  BOOK-COLIIER’S-IOOK 
-UBERTY  - TRUE  STORY  - WOMAN'S  DAY  - 
FAMILY  CIRCLE  and  the  ENTIRE  FAN  LIST. 

The  ad  reproduced  here  appears  in 
LOOK,  PIC  and  TRUE 
STORY. 


Pride  tried  to  drive 
them  apart. ..conscience 
condoned  their  strange 
bargain. ..but  something 
stronger  than  either 
worked  a miracle  deep 
in  their  hearts! 


sifts 


rap 


The  Lovers  of  " Claudia ' 


Mildred  Natwick  ■ Spring  Byington  • Hillary  Brooke  • Richard  Gaines 

Directed  by  JOHN  CROMWELL  • Produced  by  HARRIET  PARSONS 

Screen  play  by  DeWItt  Bodeen  and  Herman  J.  Mankiewicz  • Based  on  the  play  by  Sir  Arthur  Wing  Finer* 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis — 

Denver  230 

Pittsburgh  170 


Computed  in  terms  of  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  above  § 

or  below  that  mark.  t> 

o 

to 

BUFFALO 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DES  MOINES 

o 
c e 

u 

o 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

I 

PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

SEATTLE 

AVERAGE 

Adventures  of  Kitty  O’Day  (Mono) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

140 

106 

Alaska  (Mono) 

135 

150 

100 

100 

105 

100 

145 

175 

130 

127 

Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 

110 

182 

105 

120 

60 

115 

140 

138 

100 

150 

145 

165 

128 

Bordertown  Trail  (Rep) 

125 

85 

100 

100 

100 

102 

Cry  of  the  Werewolf,  The  (Col) 

no 

187 

115 

125 

100 

115 

95 

100 

100 

no 

95 

130 

100 

115 

150 

125 

120 

117 

Dark  W’aters  (UA) 

130 

131 

no 

100 

200 

165 

160 

85 

190 

75 

150 

175 

139 

*For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 

125 

130 

175 

no 

105 

105 

105 

175 

140 

250 

142 

Girl  Rush  (RKO) 

100 

no 

100 

135 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

150 

100 

107 

Goin’  to  Town  (RKO) 

135 

100 

100 

90 

115 

100 

100 

120 

108 

Grissly’s  Millions  (Rep) 

120 

no 

100 

100 

100 

165 

114 

Hangover  Square  (20-Fox) 

125 

90 

150 

105 

90 

115 

103 

175 

119 

Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ) 

no 

no 

97 

140 

120 

170 

90 

120 

Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 

145 

167 

125 

140 

135 

235 

105 

130 

125 

210 

219 

175 

108 

200 

155 

240 

160 

160 

163 

House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

115 

102 

no 

105 

120 

140 

190 

100 

120 

100 

150 

205 

175 

150 

134 

I’ll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA) 

115 

135 

213 

125 

150 

200 

195 

180 

150 

163 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom,  The  (20-Fox) 

135 

105 

130 

113 

90 

165 

85 

175 

168 

175 

125 

90 

285 

no 

155 

150 

145 

160 

150 

143 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 

120 

88 

115 

125 

175 

95 

98 

85 

100 

96 

125 

100 

90 

135 

120 

111 

Laura  (20-Fox) 

no 

104 

115 

115 

85 

135 

160 

90 

125 

85 

133 

150 

100 

140 

120 

195 

190 

125 

155 

140 

129 

Leave  It  to  Blondie  (Col) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Let’s  Go  Steady  (Col) 

100 

100 

100 

98 

100 

100 

Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep) 

130 

130 

no 

100 

100 

120 

150 

no 

119 

Lost  in  a Harem  (MGM) 

78 

100 

85 

125 

140 

90 

105 

100 

no 

115 

75 

140 

75 

155 

85 

200 

40 

150 

120 

110 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (MGM) 

125 

260 

125 

125 

185 

230 

105 

145 

180 

185 

187 

135 

170 

130 

210 

150 

170 

170 

180 

167 

Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 

125 

135 

130 

90 

100 

128 

100 

115 

100 

160 

175 

60 

175 

no 

122 

Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO) 

209 

115 

115 

95 

90 

80 

140 

175 

127 

Music  for  Millions  (MGM) 

130 

140 

170 

150 

135 

165 

148 

My  Buddy  (Rep) 

100 

100 

no 

100 

100 

100 

85 

95 

100 

150 

100 

104 

Objective,  Burma!  <WB> 

120 

115 

170 

100 

175 

100 

100 

225 

105 

195 

170 

143 

She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) 

no 

100 

95 

90 

120 

100 

100 

120 

100 

100 

no 

175 

100 

109 

Song  to  Remember  (Col) 

135 

212 

no 

140 

175 

125 

195 

108 

170 

225 

160 

Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20-Fox) 

120 

121 

no 

100 

185 

no 

115 

157 

100 

100 

165 

95 

150 

160 

180 

140 

120 

150 

132 

Suspect,  The  (Univ) 

130 

128 

no 

120 

185 

120 

100 

100 

85 

180 

115 

160 

175 

131 

Tahiti  Nights  (Col) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

no 

90 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Three  Caballeros,  The  (RKO) 

130 

235 

115 

160 

120 

100 

no 

150 

140 

Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 

100 

86 

125 

95 

70 

160 

100 

100 

150 

90 

150 

125 

100 

no 

112 

To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB» 

155 

193 

120 

115 

125 

130 

190 

115 

175 

200 

100 

170 

125 

235 

255 

130 

220 

200 

164 

Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 

214 

105 

90 

125 

150 

100 

130 

133 

no 

100 

125 

120 

125 

175 

129 

Under  Western  Skies  (Univ) 

100 

105 

100 

100 

78 

97 

Unwritten  Code  (Col) 

no 

100 

125 

100 

100 

no 

100 

90 

80 

102 

When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again  (PRC 

100 

130 

100 

125 

100 

100 

109 

Winged  Victory  (20-Fox) 

125 

206 

120 

100 

190 

100 

200 

160 

185 

192 

120 

160 

125 

215 

180 

170 

135 

185 

130 

200 

160 

UOXOFFICE 

PROMETER 

First  Run  Reports 

As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928).  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Playing  at  regular  admission  prices. 
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The  Greatest  Gangster  Picture  Ever  Made! 


OH  ITS  MV  PM"  MOHOCRUM 


Cohen  Will  Visit  Manila 

NEW  YORK — Wolfe  Cohen,  vice-president 
of  Warner  Bros.  International  Corp.,  will 
stop  in  Manila  during  his  Australian  trip  to 
survey  damage  done  there  by  the  Japs.  Cliff 
Almy,  Warners’  Manila  manager  recently  re- 
leased from  Santo  Tomas  prison  camp,  re- 
ported that  the  Japs  had  virtually  destroyed 
film  plants  and  theatres  there.  Cohen  will 
check  on  rebuilding  of  properties  and  methods 
of  expediting  film  shipments  to  the  Philip- 
pines. 


Moray  at  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH — Among  the  speakers  at  a 
two-day  meeting  of  Warners  branch  man- 
agers for  the  central  district,  held  last  week, 
were  Norman  H.  Moray,  short  subject  sales 
manager  and  captain  of  the  company’s  1945 
sales  drive,  and  Bill  Brumberg,  representing 
Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern  advertising  and 
publicity  head. 


H.  M.  Richey's  Son  Missing 
After  Army  Plane  Crash 

NEW  YORK  — Lieut.  David  Henderson 
Richey,  20,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Richey, 
is  one  of  a crew  of  ten  still  missing  following 
the  crash  of  a B24  bomber  late  Saturday  aft- 
ernoon off  Montauk  Point,  L.  I.  His  father 
is  director  of  exhibitor  relations  for  M-G-M. 

Young  Richey’s  lifebelt  was  found  floating 
near  the  wreckage  of  the  plane,  although 
his  body  had  not  been  recovered.  Cause  of 
the  accident  was  not  immediately  determined. 

He  attended  Iona  Prep  School,  New 
Rochelle,  and  was  graduated  from  the  New 
York  Military  Academy,  Cornwall,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a student  at  Cornell  University  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  army  air  corps,  November  11, 
1942.  A navigator,  Lieut.  Richey  was  stationed 
at  Westover  Field,  Mass.,  at  the  time  of  the 
accident. 


Warners  Holds  Series 
Of  Sales  Meetings 

NEW  YORK — At  its  conference  of  district 
managers  and  home  office  executives,  War- 
ners arranged  a series  of  district  sales  meet- 
ings for  branch  managers,  to  be  followed  by 
local  get-togethers  for  the  entire  sales  per- 
sonnel in  the  respective  exchanges.  Other 
topics  discussed  at  the  three-day  conference 
included  forthcoming  product,  special  mer- 
chandising campaigns,  Warners’  annual  sales 
drives  and  various  distribution  matters. 

This  year’s  sales  drive,  designated  as  War- 
ners’ Heap  Big  Powwow  of  1945,  will  run  from 
April  1 to  July  28,  with  the  Indian  motif  em- 
ployed in  the  promotional  accessories.  Prizes 
will  be  the  same  as  in  the  past  two  drives, 
with  war  bonds  for  the  winners. 

Special  Campaigns  Described 

Mort  Blumenstock,  WB  advertising  and 
publicity  head  in  the  east,  described  special 
campaigns  now  being  planned  for  “Hotel 
Berlin,’’  “Roughly  Speaking,”  “God  Is  My 
Co-Pilot,”  “The  Corn  Is  Green”  and  “The 
Horn  Blows  at  Midnight.”  The  campaigns 
embrace  newspaper,  radio  and  special  pro- 
motional activities  patterned  to  each  indi- 
vidual picture,  and  are  designed  to  enable 
exhibitors  in  both  large  and  small  communi- 
ties to  obtain  maximum  results  from  their 
bookings. 

Samuel  Schneider,  vice-president,  discussed 
some  of  the  current  problems  relating  to 
prints,  as  well  as  increased  film  costs.  Nor- 
man H.  Moray,  short  subject  sales  manager, 
presented  details  of  the  annual  sales  drive 
which  he  will  captain.  Ben  Kalmenson,  gen- 
eral sales  manager  for  Warners,  and  Joseph 
Bernhard,  general  manager  of  Warner  Thea- 
tres, also  spoke. 

Following-  Kalmenson’s  plan,  district  meet- 
ings are  being  held  for  the  eastern,  mid- 
Atlantic,  central,  midwest,  southeastern,  prai- 
rie, west  coast  and  Canadian  managers  and 
sales  personnel. 

ASA  Sets  Up  Standards 
For  High  Fidelity  16mm 

NEW  YORK — The  American  Standards 
Ass’n  has  completed  a group  of  three  stan- 
dards to  assure  high  fidelity  in  the  sound  re- 
production of  16mm  film.  The  work  was  done 
at  the  request  of  the  armed  forces  to  assist 
them  in  obtaining  satisfactory  16mm  prints 
for  training  films  and  entertainment  mo- 
tion pictures  in  all  branches  of  the  services 
here  and  overseas. 

These  films  are  also  used  by  wartime  in- 
dustry for  training  and  morale  purposes,  and 
by  schools.  The  three  new  standards  con- 
stitute part  of  the  work  done  by  the  war  com- 
mittee on  photography  and  cinematography 
of  the  ASA. 


Consultant  on  16mm  Film  Back 
In  Capital  for  Bond  Campaign 

WASHINGTON — Merriman  H.  Holtz,  spe- 
cial 16mm  consultant  to  the  War  Finance 
Division  of  the  U.S.  treasury  department, 
has  returned  here  for  the  Seventh  War  Loan 
drive. 

Holtz  addressed  representatives  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  and  special  events  section  of  the 
WFD  at  a meeting  at  the  treasury.  An  open 
forum  was  held  on  matters  pertaining  to  the 
16mm  program — including  production,  dis- 
tribution, and  exploitation. 

It  is  indicated  that  there  will  be  eight  to 
ten  short  subjects  of  from  15  to  20  minutes 
each  and  at  least  six  one  and  a half-minute 
impact  trailers  available  during  the  Seventh 
War  Loan.  First  prints  on  these  subjects 
will  start  going  forward  some  time  early  in 
April. 


PROTECT 

YOUR  POPCORN  BUSINESS 

More  Profits  Choice  Corn 

Contract  Now ! 

For  the  past  three  years  the  supply  of  com  has  not  equalled  the  demand  by  many 
millions  of  pounds,  which  means  that  most  poppers  are  caught  short  and  have  to  pay 
long  prices  as  the  season  progresses,  usually  closing  shop  before  the  new  crop 
comes  on. 

We  have  large  acreage  contracted  and  can  book  you  now  for  your  full  1946 
season's  supply  to  be  shipped  November,  December,  January,  March.  After  this  date 
5 cents  per  hundred  storage  up  to  June  1.  See  contract  below.  We  will  confirm  and 
mail  you  copy  upon  receipt  of  your  order. 

USE_ THIS  CONTRACT  BLANK  ~ 

Phone  JAckson  7539  No. 

MID-WEST  POPCORN  CO. 

370  Saunders-Eennedy  Bldg.,  Omaha  2,  Neb. 

Please  enter  order  for  shipment  subject  to  conditions  stated  below: 

ITEM  QUANTITY  PURCHASE 

AMOUNT 

Bags 

PODCOm  at  $8.75  or  ceiling  per  bag  $ 

South  American  select 

Receipt  is  acknowledged  from  Purchaser  of  $ for  credit  on 

this  purchase  order. 

The  unpaid  balance  of  purchase  price  to  be  paid  simultaneous  with  delivery. 

All  shipments  are  F.O.B.  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Purchaser  shall  accept  delivery  between  November  15,  1945,  and  March  1,  1946, 
and  if  shipment  of  order  is  in  part,  the  earnest  money  deposit  shall  be  credited  at 
$2.00  per  bag  on  the  quantity  shipped.  Purchaser  agrees  to  designate  the  shipping 
dates  within  shipping  period. 

Seller  agrees  to  deliver  the  merchandise  purchased  from  crop  contracted  for  by 
seller,  within  the  period  stated  above,  but  no  liability  for  damages  shall  be  imposed 
on  seller  where  delivery  of  all  or  a portion  of  the  merchandise  purchased  is  not  made 
because  of  (1)  restrictions  imposed  by  governmental  authorities,  (2)  failure  of  crop  con- 
tracted for  by  the  seller,  or  (3)  acts  of  God  or  other  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the 
seller.  In  any  such  event,  seller  shall  forthwith  return  the  sum  deposited  by  purchaser. 
Any  waiver  or  exception  to  the  above  enumerated  conditions  to  be  valid  must  be 
specifically  agreed  to  in  writing. 

The  above  order  agreement  entered  into  this  day  of  194 

Ship 

When 

MID-WEST 

POPCORN  CO.  by  

Seller 

Your  Name 

and  Address 

Purchaser 

ASK  US  ABOUT  DEFERRED  PAYMENT  PLAN,  IF  INTERESTED 
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g Say 

— — — ABOUT  PICTURES 


COLUMBIA 

Carolina  Blues  (Col) — Kay  Kyser,  Ann  Mil- 
ler, Victor  Moore,  Jeff  Donnell.  Just  a low- 
priced  musical  sold  at  a top  allocation.  Played 
Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Okay. — C.  L.  Niles,  Ana- 
mosa,  Iowa.  Rural  patronage. 

Leave  It  to  Blondie  (Col) — Penny  Singleton, 
Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms.  Very  good,  it  was 
felt  by  all,  but  we  got  hit  with  a blizzard 
Sunday  afternoon  just  before  the  show  started, 
which  kept  our  rural  trade  home.  This  was  the 
best  film  I ever  ran  through  a projector,  sound 
perfect,  good  show  every  minute.  This  series 
is  one  of  our  best  boxoffice  when  weather 
is  okay.  Played  Sat.,  Sun. — W.  H.  Swan,  Audi- 
torium, Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M) — Abbott  and  Cos- 
tello, Marilyn  Maxwell,  John  Conte.  A poor 
picture — made  for  nitwits  and  not  even  ap- 
preciated by  them.  Quite  a number  of  walk- 
outs. Also  badly  allocated  as  to  price.  It 
deserved  a worse  bracket.  Played  Sun.,  Mon., 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Very  good.- — M.  W. 
Mattecheck,  Mack,  McMinnville,  Ore.  Local 
and  farm  patronage. 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) — Judy  Gar- 
land, Margaret  O'Brien,  Mary  Astor,  Lucille 
Bremer.  Tops  in  every  respect  including  top 
business.  It  can  stand  extended  time.  Entire 
satisfaction  which  elicited  favorable  commen- 
dation by  speakers  in  social  and  civic  clubs. 
Played  Wed.  to  Wed.  Weather:  California's 
usual. — Hugh  W.  Bruen,  Whittier  and  Ward- 
man,  Whittier,  Calif.  Best  type  patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

And  Now  Tomorrow  (Para) — Alan  Ladd, 
Loretta  Young,  Susan  Hayward,  Barry  Sulli- 
van. A very  good  picture  that  did  average, 
maybe  a little  better,  on  our  best  time.  Will 
stand  up  for  the  full  running  time  and  you'll 
not  be  ashamed  to  face  the  customers  when 
they  leave.  Play  it,  advertise  the  star's  serv- 
ice record,  and  you'll  get  along  swell.  Played 
Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Stormy.— Mayme 
P.  Musselman,  Princess,  Lincoln,  Kas.  Small 
town  patronage. 

Great  Moment,  The  (Para) — Joel  McCrea, 
Betty  Field,  Harry  Carey,  William  Demarest. 
Midweek  low  and  our  patrons  did  not  like  it. 
Played  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Okay.- — • 
C.  L.  Niles,  Niles,  Anamosa,  Iowa.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (Para) — Eddie 
Bracken,  Ella  Raines,  Raymond  Walburn,  Wil- 
liam Demarest.  This  was  a good  picture,  but 
one  would  tire  of  seeing  too  much  of  this 
same  pair.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Cold. 
— -Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D. 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 

Till  We  Meet  Again  (Para) — Ray  Milland, 
Barbara  Britton,  Walter  Slezak,  Lucile  Wat- 
son. Good,  but  not  the  kind  to  draw  them 
in  here.  The  weather  was  too  cold,  too,  which 
kept  many  away.  Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Ten  below. — W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe, 
S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

Casanova  Brown  (RKO) — Gary  Cooper, 
Teresa  Wright,  Frank  Morgan,  Patricia  Col- 
linge.  Another  good  picture  that  was  played 
on  a percentage  basis  and  flopped  all  over 
the  place.  I just  can't  understand  the  public. 
They  want  fiddles,  guitars  and  horses.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. — W.  J.  Haney, 
Milan,  Milan,  Ind.  Low  income  patronage. 


None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) — Cary 
Grant,  Ethel  Barrymore,  Barry  Fitzgerald,  June 
Deprez.  Superb  acting  but  the  picture  did  not 
impress  our  patrons  and  I class  it  as  a 
doubtful  “B"- — business  not  so  good. — B.  R. 
Johnson,  Roxy,  Nipawin,  Sask.,  Canada.  Rural 
patronage. 

Three  Caballeros,  The  (RKO) — Aurora  Mi- 
randa, Carmen  Molina,  Dora  Luz.  Died  at 
the  boxoffice  here.  I gave  it  extra  advertis- 


It's  Not  All  Killing  Japs 
Out  in  the  Philippines 

When  the  Yanks  who  have  pitched  their 
tents  in  the  Philippines  have  knocked  off 
their  quota  of  Jap  snipers  for  the  day  and 
turn  in  for  a few  hours  of  quiet  conversa- 
tion, to  what  do  their  thoughts  turn?  In 
one  army  tent  it  was  a debate  on  the  film 
“No,  No,  Nanette.”  Lacking  a handy 
film  authority  on  the  island,  the  issue  was 
turned  over  to  BOXOFFICE. 

“Was  it  Irene  Dunne  or  Anna  Neagle 
who  starred  in  the  film  version  of  ‘No,  No, 
Nanette,’  an  RKO  picture  released  in 
1940?”  asked  Pfc.  Paul  Golden  in  a letter 
written  to  the  Review  Digest  department. 

We  are  happy  to  be  the  referee.  The 
leading  lady  was  Anna  Neagle,  Private 
Golden.  And  we  hope  you  didn’t  lose  any 
money  over  the  controversy. 


ing  but  that  did  not  help.  This  should  be 
bought  so  as  to  play  on  a double  bill.  I liked 
the  subject  myself  but  I guess  my  public  did 
not.  I hope  other  exhibitors  have  better  luck 
than  I did  with  it. — Bob  Schwall,  State,  Ips- 
wich, S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) — Edward  G. 
Robinson,  Raymond  Massey,  Edmond  Breon, 
Joan  Bennett.  Very  suspenseful  and  it  pleased 
the  majority,  although  the  kids  got  somewhat 
nervous.  Should  rate  "A"  standing  anywhere, 
but  no  higher. — B.  R.  Johnson,  Roxy,  Nipa- 
win, Sask.,  Canada.  Rural  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Eve  ol  St.  Mark,  The  (20th-Fox) — Anne  Bax- 
ter, William  Eythe,  Michael  O'Shea,  Vincent 
Price.  Another  one  that  did  not  click.  Played 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Okay. — C.  L.  Niles, 
Niles,  Anamosa,  Iowa.  Rural  patronage. 

Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox)  — Sgt.  Mark 
Daniels,  Pvt.  Lon  McCallister,  Cpl.  Don  Taylor, 
Jo-Carroll  Dennison.  This  was  tremendous — 
the  crowd  was  big  and  everyone  had  a good 
word  for  it.  I recommend  it  very,  very  highly 
indeed.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed. — Ken 
Gorhan,  Town  Hall,  Middlebury,  Vt.  General 
ond  college  patronage. 

UNIVERSAL 

Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ)— Deanna  Durbin, 
Robert  Paige,  Akim  Tamiroff.  Wonderful  act- 
ing, wonderful  songs,  wonderful  color,  SRO- 
SRO — Nuff  sed.  Albin  Krebs,  Projectionist, 
Marine  Theatre,  Pascagola,  Miss.  Large  town 
patronage. 

Suspect,  The  (Univ)  — Charles  Laughton, 
Ella  Raines,  Dean  Harens.  A very  good  pic- 
ture but  most  of  my  patrons  remarked  that 
Charles  Laughton  is  pretty  old  to  be  much 
draw  any  more.  He  looked  almost  ridiculous 
falling  in  love  with  lovely  Ella  Raines,  they 
thought.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. — Ken  Gor- 


han, Town  Hall,  Middlebury,  Vt.  General  and 
college  patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Conspirators,  The  (WB) — Hedy  Lamarr,  Paul 
Henreid,  Sydney  Greenstreet,  Peter  Lorre.  This 
was  a terrific  boxoffice  flop — a type  of  pic- 
ture that  doesn't  click.  It  was  truly  a disap- 
pointment and  I regret  that  I had  to  play  it, 
though  it  was  a fair  picture  in  itself.  Played 
Wed.,  Thurs.— Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Ran- 
dolph, Neb.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

Doughgirls  (WB) — Ann  Sheridan,  Alexis 
Smith,  Jack  Carson,  Jane  Wyman.  Sophisti- 
cated comedy  with  wisecracks  following  each 
other  so  fast  that  many  went  over  the  heads 
of  our  patrons.  Pleased  the  majority  and  did 
above  average  business.  Recommended  for 
any  spot. — B.  R.  Johnson,  Roxy,  Nipawin, 
Sask.,  Canada.  Rural  patronage. 

Doughgirls  (WB) — Ann  Sheridan,  Alexis 
Smith,  Jack  Carson,  Jane  Wyman.  Only  fair. 
I would  say  about  50-50.  It  did  not  do  the 
business  we  expected.  A little  screwy  for 
some  of  our  customers.  Played  Sun.,  Mon., 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Fair. — M.  W.  Matte- 
check,  Mack,  McMinnville,  Ore.  Local  and 
farm  patronage. 

Janie  (WB) — Edward  Arnold,  Ann  Harding, 
Robert  Benchley,  Joyce  Reynolds.  This  was  a 
dandy  and  they  all  liked  it  very  well.  Joyce 
Reynolds  is  just  about  the  finest  youngster  to 
hit  the  screen.  It's  a honey  for  any  theatre 
any  date.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Bad. — 
W.  J.  Haney,  Milan,  Milan,  Ind.  Low  income 
patronage. 

Make  Your  Own  Bed  (WB) — Jack  Carson, 
Jane  Wyman,  Irene  Manning.  They  like  this 
one.  People  these  days  here  are  looking  for 
amusement  and  we  mean  comedy.  Played 
Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Okay. — C.  L.  Niles,  Niles, 
Anamosa,  Iowa.  Rural  patronage. 


BACK  IN  ACTION 


Ben  Judell,  veteran  distributor  and 
producer,  announces 
two 

EXPLOITATION  SPECIALS: 

‘Girls  Under  18’ 

‘Are  Your  Children  To  Blame?’ 

• • • 

TERRITORIES  AVAILABLE 

Inquiries  and  Comment  From  Inde- 
pendent Distributors  and  From 
Exhibitors  Solicited. 


BEN  JUDELL 

1440  N.  Gardner  St. 
HOLLYWOOD,  CALIF. 
Phone:  Hillside  1430 
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To  Telecast  "Petticoat  Lane”  Film 


NEW  YORK — “Petticoat  Lane,”  Andrew 
Stone’s  forthcoming  production  for  United 
Artists,  will  be  the  first  full-length  feature 
to  be  telecast,  the  producer-director  said  on 
the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Hollywood.  He 
plans  to  start  shooting  at  the  General  Serv- 
ice studios  there  in  June. 

Stone  made  “Petticoat  Lane”  originally  as 
a two-reeler  in  1926.  He  feels  that  its  locale 
and  period — London,  1920 — will  have  particu- 
lar significance  today,  now  that  another  post- 
war era  is  at  hand.  The  modern  version  will 
be  photographed  in  Technicolor  and  is  to  cost 
between  $800,000  and  $900,000. 

“As  soon  as  I return  to  Hollywood  we  shall 
resume  working  on  plans  to  use  a specially- 


designed  television  camera  on  the  set  of 
‘Petticoat  Lane,’  concurrently  with  the  regu- 
lar motion  picture  camera.  I say  ‘specially- 
designed’  because  ordinary  television  cam- 
eras while  satisfactory  for  close-ups  are  no 
good  for  long  shots,”  Stone  explained.  “Ordi- 
narily, long  shots  in  television  have  to  be 
made  with  miniatures;  in  other  words,  we 
photograph  our  players  in  front  of  a process 
screen.” 

Stone’s  third  picture  for  United  Artists, 
“Bedside  Manner,”  will  soon  be  released.  His 
previous  UA  releases  were  “Hi  Diddle  Diddle” 
and  “Sensations  of  1945.”  Following  the  com- 
pletion of  “Petticoat  Lane,”  he  plans  to  make, 
possibly  in  Technicolor,  two  super-musicals. 


$5,000,000  Television 
Center  for  Cleveland 

CLEVELAND — Western  Reserve  University 
this  week  announced  a $5,000,000  building  pro- 
gram that  bids  fair  to  make  Cleveland  a cen- 
ter of  television,  radar,  motion  picture  and 
all  types  of  communication  instruction  and 
experimentation. 

To  be  called  the  Communications  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  program  calls  for  a 
$2,000,000  building,  model  of  which  is  now 
being  prepared  by  the  Austin  Co.  of  Cleve- 
land. For  endowment  and  operation  of  the 
initial  program,  the  University  will  raise  an 
additional  $3,000,000  by  subscription. 

Barclay  Leatham,  professor  of  dramatic  art 
at  Western  Reserve,  commenting  on  the  proj- 
ect, said,  “Our  plan  is  to  bring  together  the 
best  in  education  and  industry  to  cover  not 
just  television  but  the  whole  field  of  com- 
munications. 

"We  expect  to  invite  the  best  directors  and 
scientific  men  from  commercial  television  sta- 
tions, radio,  motion  pictures  and  all  related 
fields  of  communications  to  come  to  the  in- 
stitute and  do  experimental  work.” 

Design  of  the  building  calls  for  two  large 
studios,  completely  equipped.  Representatives 
of  radio,  television  and  newspapers  were 
called  in  to  collaborate  on  the  plans  which,  it 
is  claimed,  will  represent  a completely  new 
approach  in  the  conception  of  an  educational 
and  research  institute. 

Two  television  studios,  part  of  the  three- 
story  structure  which  will  cover  almost  an 
acre  of  ground,  will  be  constructed  to  tele- 
vise such  large  objects  as  army  tanks  anc 
automobiles.  A special  section  of  the  acre- 
age will  be  set  aside  for  outdoor  scenes. 

Seek  to  Stay  Proceedings 
In  Charge  of  Plagiarism 

NEW  HAVEN — Hearing  has  been  set  for 
March  23  here  before  Judge  Carroll  C.  Hincks 
on  a defendant’s  motion  to  stay  all  proceed- 
ings in  the  trial  of  Helen  Grace  Carlisle  vs. 
Warner  Bros,  and  Norman  Krasna,  during 
the  military  service  of  Krasna  and  for  three 
months  thereafter.  The  $300,000  suit  charg- 
ing plagiarism,  filed  on  Apr.  10,  1944,  alleges 
that  the  plaintiff’s  original  script,  “Rich  Is 
the  Heart,”  submitted  to  Warners,  is  similar 
to  that  of  “Princess  O’Rourke,”  of  which, 
Warner  Bros,  state,  Norman  Krasna  repre- 
sented the  scenario  to  be  entirely  original 
with  him. 

Krasna  is  at  present  a captain  in  the  air 
forces,  stationed  at  Culver  City,  Calif.,  and 
“for  reasons  of  military  necessity,  will  for  an 
indefinite  period  in  the  future  be  unable  to 
leave  his  post  to  confer  with  attorneys  or  at- 
tend trial  of  the  action.”  It  is  claimed  that 
Warners,  one  of  the  defendants,  is  dependent 
on  the  testimony  of  Krasna,  without  which 
it  is  impossible  for  it  to  present  a complete 
defense,  and  that  taking  of  depositions,  if 
possible,  would  still  be  inadequate. 

Tax  on  Coin-Controlled 
Machines  Is  Approved 

DETROIT — Preliminary  approval  was  given 
on  Tuesday  by  the  city  council  to  a bill  regu- 
lating coin-controlled  motion  picture  ma- 
chines. The  bill,  prepared  by  Assistant 
Corporation  Counsel  Nathaniel  H.  Goldstick, 
is  designed  to  cover  automatic  phonographs 
and  possibly  new  types  of  machines,  includ- 
ing television. 

License  is  set  at  $7.50  per  machine  per 
year,  charged  against  the  location,  plus  $100 
for  each  “distributor”  or  operator  of  such 
machines. 

Control  to  censor  entertainment  of  this 
type  is  formally  given  in  the  new  ordinance, 
including  music,  pictures  and  advertising 
matter  as  well. 


NEED  POPCORN? 

Don't  contract  for  your  coming  year's  requirements  until 
we  send  you  complete  details  on  our 

HYBRID 

SUPER-POP 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  VARIETY 

America's  Finest  Tasting  Popcorn 

IT  WILL  OUT -POP  ANY  CORN 
YOU  HAVE  EVER  USED 

Tests  Prove  From  $10.00  to  $14.00 
A Bag  Better  Popping  Returns 
For  You 

FIFTY  BAGS  UP  TO  AS  MANY 
CARS  AS  YOU  MAY  REQUIRE. 
CAR  SHIPMENT  WILL  BE  SUB- 
JECT TO  YOUR  INSPECTION. 

We  are  the  exclusive  distributors  in  the 
United  States  for  this  SUPER-HYBRID 
variety  of  Popcorn  and  will  take 
care  of  whatever  your  re- 
quirements may  be. 

Watch  This  Paper  lor  Further  Announcements , 

or  Write: 

POPPER'S  SUPPLY  CO. 

Kansas  City  8,  Mo.,  116  W.  18th  St. 

Tel.  HArrison  7941 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  2015  S.  Vermont 

Bank  References  if  Desired 


YOU  WILL  DEAL  DIRECTLY 
WITH  US  AND  THE  GROWER, 
WHICH  WILL  GUARANTEE  DE- 
LIVERY STARTING  AROUND 
SEPTEMBER  1,  1945. 
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HIS  21st  ANNIVERSARY — William  R.  Ferguson  (center)  was  guest  of  honor 
at  a dinner  given  by  his  M-G-M  associates  at  the  21  Club  in  honor  of  his  21st  arini- 
versary  with  the  company.  Left  to  right — Burt  McKenzie,  Boston  field  man;  C.  F. 
Carrier  of  the  royalty  department;  Ed  Gallner,  Philadelphia;  Floyd  Fitzsimmons, 
Albany;  Ferguson,  director  of  exploitation;  Capt.  Volney  Phifer,  special  representa- 
tive; Warren  Slee,  Chicago;  Jack  Gilmore,  Buffalo,  and  Charles  K.  Stern,  assistant 
treasurer  of  Loew’s. 

PCCITO  Protests  Against  Present 
Handling  of  Government  Pictures 


Tell  Part  Films  Play 
Fighting  Delinquency 

NEW  YORK — The  important  part  played 
by  films  in  combating  juvenile  delinquency 
was  stressed  during  the  conference  on  Co- 
ordination for  Youth  Service  conducted  under 
the  auspices  of  nine  social  agencies  at  the 
New  York  University  school  of  education. 

The  role  of  films,  radio,  teen-age  centers, 
recreation  and  youth-serving  organizations  in 
directing  the  energies  of  young  people  into 
constructive  channels  was  the  theme  of  the 
confab. 

At  the  request  of  the  war  department  and 
the  ODT,  admission  to  the  conference  was 
limited  to  residents  of  the  New  York  City 
commuting  area. 

Speakers  included  Lawrence  E.  Walsh,  as- 
sistant counsel  to  Governor  Dewey,  who  di- 
rects the  state  program  for  youth  service; 
Jay  Jostyn,  Mr.  District  Attorney  of  the  radio; 
Mrs.  Rosalie  Wolf,  Women’s  National  Radio 
Committee;  Mrs.  Bettina  Gunczy,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Motion  Picture 
Council,  who  spoke  on  the  role  of  films;  Mrs. 
Alfred  S.  Hess,  vice-chairman,  national  pro- 
gram committee  AWVS,  and  others. 

A review  of  Warners’  “It  Happened  in 
Springfield,”  which  presents  the  Springfield 
plan  for  combating  intolerance  and  discrimi- 
nation was  held  at  the  opening  session  on 
Friday,  March  16. 

The  National  Board  of  Review  and  the 
newly-formed  Metropolitan  Motion  Picture 
Council  were  among  the  cooperating  organi- 
zations. 

Fabian  Soon  to  Reopen 
Ill-Fated  Albany  House 

ALBANY— The  Empire  Cohoes,  damaged  by 
fire  in  January,  is  being  refurbished  and  re- 
decorated. Saul  J.  Ullman,  upstate  manager 
of  Fabian  Theatres,  announced  the  house  will 
be  reopened  soon.  George  Seed,  in  charge  of 
Fabian’s  Cohoes,  also  directs  the  Empire. 


Skouras  Circuit  Appeals 

NEW  YORK — The  Skouras  circuit  has  ap- 
pealed a recent  decision  in  the  local  arbitra- 
tion which  eliminated  the  clearance  of  the 
'Circuit’s  Granada,  Corona,  L.  I„  over  the  Fair, 
Jackson  Heights. 


N.  Y.  Censorship  Staff 
Fetes  Retiring  Chief 

ALBANY — A party  honoring  Irwin  Esmond 
on  his  retirement  as  director  of  motion  pic- 
ture division,  state  education  department, 
after  reaching  the  statutory  age  limit  of  70, 
was  marked  by  the  presentation  of  a $100  war 
bond,  the  gift  of  16  employes.  The  affair  was 
held  in  the  home  of  a New  York  City  staff 
member.  Dr.  Irwin  A.  Conroe,  assistant  com- 
missioner in  charge  of  higher  and  professional 
education,  who  temporarily  succeeded  Es- 
mond, attended. 

Dr.  George  D.  Stoddard,  state  commissioner 
of  education,  forwarded  a letter  lauding  Es- 
mond for  his  30  years’  service  in  the  depart- 
ment and  his  administration  of  the  tough 
censorship  law  since  the  fall  of  1932.  Esmond 
will  make  his  home  with  a daughter  in  Al- 
bany, but  has  not  revealed  what  other  plans 
he  may  have. 


LOS  ANGELES — Strong  protest  against  the 
practice  of  renting  to  the  nation’s  theatres 
“government  films  made  with  taxpayers’ 
money”  was  voiced  in  a resolution  adopted 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Confer- 
ence of  Independent  Theatre  Owners  when 
they  assembled  here  for  their  first  meeting 
of  1945. 

The  resolution,  which  provided  that  copies 
thereof  be  sent  to  the  army  and  navy  de- 
partments and  to  the  Office  of  War  Infor- 
mation, cited  “The  Fighting  Lady,”  distributed 
by  20th-Fox,  as  a case  of  the  objectionable 
practice.  It  also  called  attention  to  recent 
stories  appearing  in  the  trade  press  that  a 
similar  government  documentary  film  treat- 
ing with  the  invasion  of  Iwo  Jima  was  “being 
sought  for  commercial  distribution  by  several 
companies.”  PCCITO’s  trustees,  in  the  same 
resolution,  urged  that  all  such  subjects  be 
distributed  “through  the  regular  channels, 
namely  OWI  through  the  industry's  War  Ac- 
tivities Committee,  so  that  they  can  reach  all 
the  people  as  quickly  as  possible,  thereby 
serving  the  government’s  purposes.” 

Strike  Situation  Discussed 

Attention  was  devoted  to  the  present  Holly- 
wood studio  strike  and  the  possibility,  as 
threatened  at  midweek,  of  its  spreading  to 
the  distribution  and  exhibition  ends  of  the 
industry.  A resolution  on  the  situation,  after 
recapping  the  admirable  war  work  done  by 
all  branches  of  the  motion  picture  business, 
expressed  the  hopeful  opinion  that  “the  sober 
judgment  of  the  IATSE  will  not  permit  it  to 
take  any  action  which  would  prevent  its 
members  from  continuing  to  fulfill  their  obli- 
gations in  furthering  the  war  effort.” 

Still  a third  resolution  adopted  at  the  first 
day’s  session  placed  the  organization  on  rec— 
ord  with  high  praise  of  the  war  work  that 
has  been  done  by  WAC,  the  producers,  dis- 
tributors, affiliated  and  independent  exhibi- 
tors. In  short,  it  was  an  over-all  kudos  by 
the  war  program  of  the  entire  industry. 

The  trustees’  huddles  were  scheduled  to  last 
for  three  days. 

Spokesmen  thought  it  unlikely  that  the 
meeting  would  pay  official  attention  to  the 
request  to  Congress  of  OPA  Administrator 
Chester  Bowles  that  he  be  authorized  to  peg 
theatre  admission  prices.  Several  of  those 
attending  the  conferences  expressed  “off  the 
record”  opinions  that  there  was  no  threat  in 
the  Bowles’  move  and  that  Congress  would 
receive  it  with  a deaf  ear. 


ANOTHER  “GOING  MY  WAY”  HONOR— William  Edlin,  editor  of  the  Jewish 
Day  (extreme  right),  presenting  the  1944  award  of  New  York’s  Foreign  Language 
Film  Critics’  Circle  to  Arthur  Israel  jr.  (left)  of  Paramount  Pictures,  for  Leo  Mc- 
Carey’s  “Going  My  Way.” 
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BROADWAY 


TXTalter  E.  Branson,  RKO  Radio  western  di- 
’’  vision  sales  manager,  was  at  the  com- 
pany’s branch  office  in  Chicago  . . . Clarence 
Eiseman,  New  York  metropolitan  branch 
manager  for  Warners,  has  returned  to  his 
desk  from  a trip  south  to  visit  his  son  sta- 
tioned in  Camp  Blanding,  Fla. 

Arthur  Jeffrey,  eastern  publicity  director 
for  International  Pictures,  Inc.,  is  back  from 
a business  trip  to  Boston  and  Providence, 
where  he  set  up  advance  campaigns  on  “It’s 
a Pleasure.’’  He  was  accompanied  on  the  trip 
by  Michael  O’Shea,  costar  with  Sonja  Henie 
in  the  film. 

Tom  Connors,  20th-Fox  distribution  vice- 
president,  is  acquiring  a suntan  in  Florida, 
his  first  rest  in  over  a year  . . . James  Dunn, 
one  of  the  stars  in  20th-Fox’s  “A  Tree  Grows 
in  Brooklyn,”  was  feted  at  a round  of  parties 
recently.  The  first  was  held  in  New  Haven, 
and  was  arranged  by  Lou  Brown,  publicity 
director  of  Loew’s  New  England  theatres. 
Dunn  was  also  guest  of  honor  at  a gathering 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  accompanied 
by  Sid  Blumenstock,  assistant  exploitation 
director. 

Paul  White,  formerly  in  Paramount’s  pub- 
licity department  and  now  a marine  combat 
photographer,  appeared  on  the  MOT  radio 
show  recently,  and  gave  a personal  account 
of  the  invasion  of  Iwo  and  the  ensuing  bat- 
tle. White  was  flown  back  from  Iwo  with 
motion  pictures  and  stills  of  the  battle,  which 
he  delivered  to  officials  in  Washington.  He 
has  been  assigned  to  temporary  duty  there. 

Charles  Levy,  eastern  publicity  director  for 
Walt  Disney  Productions,  is  on  a business  trip 
to  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Indianapolis  and  Pitts- 
burgh. He  conferred  with  branch  managers 
in  those  cities  and  set  up  advance  campaigns 
on  “The  Three  Caballeros.” 

William  J.  Heineman,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  Samuel  Goldwyn  Productions,  made 
a business  trip  to  Detroit  and  Chicago  re- 
cently. 

R.  K.  Hawkinson,  RKO  assistant  export 
manager,  is  back  at  his  desk  at  the  home  of- 
fice following  a five-week  tour  of  inspection 
of  the  company  exchanges  in  the  Caribbean 
territory. 

Sid  Blumenstock,  assistant  exploitation 
manager  for  20th-Fox,  and  Earl  Wingart,  as- 
sistant publicity  manager,  returned  from 
Philadelphia,  where  they  attended  the  wed- 
ding of  James  Dunn  and  Edna  Rush.  They 
also  worked  on  the  engagement  of  “A  Tree 
Grows  in  Brooklyn.” 

George  Dindas,  manager  of  the  Strand,  be- 
came the  father  of  a son  recently  . . . Vincent 
Trotta,  National  Screen  art  director,  will 
make  a tour  of  army  and  naval  hospitals  un- 
der the  auspices  of  USO  . . . Leo  Samuels, 
Walt  Disney’s  foreign  manager,  left  town  on 
a ten-week  tour  of  Latin  America  . . . H.  A. 
Ross,  Ross  Federal  Service  president,  went 
to  the  coast. 


AT  RKO  SCREENING— Phil  Hodes, 
RKO  branch  manager  in  New  York; 
Michael  O’Shea,  featured  in  “It’s  a Pleas- 
ure”; Sam  Rinzler,  Randforce  circuit,  and 
Herman  Silverman,  office  manager  at  the 
New  York  exchange,  at  a tradescreening 
of  “It’s  a Pleasure”  at  the  Normandie 
Theatre. 


. . . Irving  Maas,  20th-Fox  International  vice- 
president,  is  recovering  from  an  operation  at 
St.  Vincent’s  Hospital. 

Thomas  L.  Walker,  Edward  Small  Produc- 
tions secretary,  is  in  town  from  the  coast  . . . 
Louis  Pollock,  head  of  the  film  advertising  de- 
partment of  the  Biow  agency,  has  gone  to 
the  coast  to  set  up  headquarters  there  . . . 
John  W.  Hicks  jr„  president  of  Paramount 
International,  has  returned  from  a trip  to 
the  coast. 

Iris  Barry,  curator  of  the  Museum  of  Mod- 
ern Art’s  film  library,  is  back  from  a business 
trip  to  the  west  coast,  during  which  she 
made  a survey  of  the  educational  film  field 
for  the  Rockefeller  Foundation. 

Maurice  Bergman,  Universal  eastern  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director,  went  to  Mon- 
treal, accompanied  by  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy, 
southern  and  Canadian  division  manager,  in 
connection  with  the  company’s  star-building 
program.  The  advertising  plan  now  being 
formulated  for  exhibitors  throughout  the  key 
cities  in  the  U.S.  will  also  be  planned  for 
Canada. 

Harry  M.  Kalmine,  assistant  general  man- 
ager of  Warner  Theatres,  is  back  at  the  home 
office  from  a tour  of  the  Pittsburgh  territory 
. . . Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Warners  star,  who 
recently  completed  work  in  “Nobody  Lives 
Forever,”  has  arrived  in  town  from  the  coast. 

Due  to  the  illness  of  his  wife,  Herman  Rob- 
bins, National  Screen  Service  president,  has 
delayed  his  scheduled  trip  to  the  coast  indef- 
initely . . . Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  president, 
who  convalesced  at  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hos- 
pital in  Los  Angeles,  will  be  joined  shortly  by 
Mrs.  Depinet. 


E.  L.  McEvoy,  Universal  short  subjects  sales 
manager,  visited  San  Francisco,  Seattle  and 
Portland  on  business  . . . Arthur  Silverstone, 
20th-Fox  special  home  office  foreign  repre- 
sentative, is  due  to  return  to  London  shortly 


Neil  Agnew,  vice-president  in  charge  of  dis- 
tribution for  Vanguard  Films,  left  Hollywood 
by  plane  for  the  WPB  raw  stock  conference 
in  Washington  . . . Stanley  Shuford,  Para- 
mount advertising  manager,  left  for  a brief 
vacation  in  Florida. 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 


831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 


ARC  Telecasts  Barrie 

NEW  YORK — Screen  star  Wendy  Barrie 
appeared  as  guest  star  on  the  first  of  a series 
of  telecasts  over  CBS  video  station  WCBW 
on  behalf  of  Red  Cross  War  Fund  week.  The 
show  closed  with  “Seeing  Them  Through,”  a 
10-minute  short  produced  by  the  March  of 
Time  for  the  ARC. 


Paramount  "Peppers'' 
Hear  Appeal  on  R.  C. 

NEW  YORK — A vivid  description  of  the 
work  the  Red  Cross  is  doing  in  the  forward 
combat  areas  and  an  appeal  for  support  in 
the  forthcoming  drive  was  made  by  Arthur 
L.  Mayer,  deputy  commissioner  of  the  ARC 
in  the  Pacific  area.  Mayer  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  rally  staged  by  the  Paramount  Pep 
Club  in  the  recreation  rooms  at  the  home 
office.  Mayer  also  brought  a message  from 
Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  the  Paramount 
executive  committee,  with  whom  he  is  serv- 
ing. 

Adolph  Zukor,  Paramount  board  chairman, 
introduced  Mayer,  following  the  singing  of 
the  national  anthem  by  the  Pep  Club  choral 
group.  “Angels  of  Mercy,”  special  Red  Cross 
musical  presentation  by  Berenice  Hoffman, 
with  Don  Baker  at  the  piano  was  one  of  the 
features  of  the  program. 

Arthur  Israel  jr.,  executive  assistant  to 
Barney  Balaban  and  chairman  of  the  com- 
pany’s campaign,  presided.  Serving  on  the 
campaign  committee  with  Isreal  were  A1 
Finestone,  co-chairman;  George  Shupert,  and 
J.  P.  McLoughlin,  treasurer.  Also  present 
were  J.  L.  Brown,  president  of  the  Pep  Club, 
and  Irving  Singer,  chairman  of  special  events. 

Television  Talent  Takes 
Over  Meeting  of  ATS 

NEW  YORK — “Talent  Looks  at  Television” 
was  the  topic  of  a symposium  conducted  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  American  Television 
Society  at  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art.  The 
meeting  held  under  the  direction  of  Selma  Lee 
of  the  William  Morris  Agency  included  the 
following  speakers: 

Sgt.  N.  Gayle  Gitterman,  former  M-G-M 
short  subjects  producer:  Peter  Donald,  radio 
comedian:  Nanette  Fabray,  singing  com- 
edienne; Pearl  Primus,  dancer;  Paul  Mann, 
actor;  Harvey  Marlowe,  television  producer 
and  director,  and  Ruth  Carmen,  authority  on 
children’s  programs  for  television.  Miss  Lee 
was  emcee. 

"Col.  Blimp"  Given  Top 
Review  Board  Rating 

NEW  YORK — The  National  Board  of  Re- 
view, for  the  week  ending  Mar.  10,  1945,  has 
accorded  starred  selected  feature  rating  to 
“The  Life  and  Death  of  Col.  Blimp.”  Select- 
ed features  include  “The  Affairs  of  Susan,” 
“Bring  On  the  Girls,”  “It’s  a Pleasure,”  “Salty 
O’Rourke”  and  “Sudan.” 

Selected  short  subjects  include  “Brenda 
Starr,  Reporter,”  a serial;  “Californy  ’Er 
Bust,”  “Community  Sing  No.  6,”  “The  Game 
Bag,”  “Popular  Science  J4-4,”  and  “Ski  Gulls.” 

Greek  Red  Cross  Show 
Plans  Are  Completed 

NEW  YORK — Daphne  Dolores  Skouras,  in 
charge  of  the  benefit  show  sponsored  by  the 
Greek  division  of  the  American  Red  Cross, 
has  completed  plans  for  its  staging  at  the 
Academy  of  Music  on  March  28.  Among  the 
stars  who  have  already  volunteered  their 
services  are  Pola  Negri,  Cab  Calloway,  Joan 
Edwards,  Victor  Borge  and  Peter  Lorre.  The 
staging  of  the  show  is  under  the  direction  of 
Samuel  Rausch  and  Arthur  Knoww  of  the 
Roxy  Theatre. 


"Smokes"  Show  Repeats 

BROOKLYN — In  a repeat  performance  at 
Century’s  Midwood  of  the  presentation  of 
cigarets  to  bond  purchasers,  a total  of  more 
than  $100,000  in  bonds  was  sold. 
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Broadway  Holding  Up 


Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


Despite  the  Dimout 

NEW  YORK — Hit  attractions  continue  to 
garner  good  boxoffice  receipts,  although  first 
run  theatres  have  been  affected  by  the  mid- 
night curfew.  Some  of  the  larger  houses 
which  did  not  have  late  shows  before  the  cur- 
few have  been  hit  to  a lesser  extent  than  the 
grind  houses  that  catered  to  the  night  owls. 

Some  of  the  smaller  houses  such  as  the 
Rialto  were  reported  to  have  been  affected  as 
much  as  30-40  per  cent  of  their  weekly  grosses. 
Larger  ones  such  as  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  and  the  Roxy  have  not  been  hit  nearly  as 
hard. 

Metro’s  “Keep  Your  Powder  Dry’’  in  its 
debut  at  Loew’s  Criterion,  looked  like  a po- 
tential hit.  Other  new  attractions  opening  to 
good-sized  grosses  were  Columbia’s  “Tonight 
and  Every  Night’’  at  the  Music  Hall  and 
RKO’s  “Murder,  My  Sweet”  at  the  Palace. 

“A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  continues  to 
thrive  and  remains  for  a third  week  at  the 
Roxy. 

(Average  is  100) 

Astor — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO),  5th  wk...ll5 
Capitol — The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show,  2nd  wk 155 

Criterion — Keep  Your  Powder  Dry  (M-G-M) 170 

Hollywood — Roughly  Speaking  (WB),  6th  wk 105 

Palace — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO) 140 

Paramount — Bring  On  the  Girls  (Para),  plus 

stage  show,  2nd  wk 150 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Tonight  and  Every  Night 

(Col),  plus  stage  show  135 

Rialto — Nothing  But  Trouble  (20th-Fox) 80 

Roxy — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show,  2nd  wk 165 

Strand — Hotel  Berlin  (WB),  plus  stage 

show,  2nd  wk 150 


“Music  for  Millions"  Grosses  215 
As  Philadelphia's  Hottest  Bill 

PHILADELPHIA  — Jimmy  Byrnes’  curfew 
holds  no  terrors  for  midcity  houses  in  Billy 
Penn’s  “Greene  Towne.”  Hottest  item  is 
“Music  for  Millions,”  which  bowed  in  at  the 
Stanley,  with  “Hangover  Square”  running 
well  in  second  place  at  the  Fox.  Holdovers 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  and  the  combination 
of  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier”  with  “Fight- 
ing Lady”  grossed  well. 


Aldine — Between  Two  Women  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 160 

Arcadia — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  after  2 wks. 

at  Boyd  170 

Boyd — Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 170 

Earle — Nothing  But  Trouble  (M-G-M),  plus  Bobby 
Sherwood  orchestra,  Barry  Wood  and  Patsy 

Kelly  on  stage  145 

Fox — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox) 190 

Karlton — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

after  10  wks.  at  Aldine  180 

Keith's — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 
Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  after  wk.  each  at 

Stanton  185 

Mastbaum — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  3rd  wk 135 

Stanley — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M) 215 

Stanton — Dark  Waters  (UA),  2nd  wk 130 


Plugs  by  Buffalo  Patrons  Boost 
"Murder,  My  Sweet"  to  209 

BUFFALO — “Murder,  My  Sweet”  was  a hit 
at  the  20th  Century,  where  it  played  with  an- 
other from  RKO  to  better  200  per  cent.  Film- 
goers  appeared  pleased  with  “the  new  Dick 
Powell”  and  spread  the  word  that  “the  Cen- 
tury has  a swell  show.”  Rarely  has  a picture 
received  such  an  audience  plug.  “Tonight 
and  Every  Night”  and  “The  Missing  Juror” 
were  strong  at  the  Lafayette.  Others  were  off, 
the  usual  trend  during  Lent.  The  danger  of 
floods  has  passed  here,  the  winter’s  accumu- 
lation of  snow  having  melted  in  systematic 
fashion. 

Buffalo — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para);  Double 

Exposure  (Para),  2nd  wk 99 

Great  Lakes — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 117 

Hippodrome — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para);  Dixie 

Jamboree  (PRC)  135 

Lafayette — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col),  2nd 

wk.;  The  Missing  Juror  (Col)  146 

20th  Century — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO);  What 
a Blonde  (RKO)  209 


TT’S  A CHALLENGE  and  an  opportunity,” 
says  Bert  Kulick  of  his  new  post.  Recently 
appointed  general  manager  of  PRC’s  domestic 
distribution,  his  task  will  be  to  expand  the 
distribution  of  the  company’s  product  to  a 
level  commensurate  with  increased  produc- 
tion budgets. 

His  long  experience  in  selling  exploitation 
pictures  will  serve  him  well.  One  of  George 
Kleine’s  “boys,”  his  first  job,  shortly  after 
having  graduated  from  Morris  High  School, 
was  in  the  poster  room  of  the  pioneer  dis- 
tributor. 

After  learning  the  fundamentals  of  the 
business  as  a very  apt  pupil  of  Kleine,  Kulick 
became  a salesman  for  Fox  Film  when  the 
industry  was  still  in  its  swaddling  clothes. 
Having  always  cherished  the  idea  of  going 
into  business  for  himself,  he  seized  opportu- 
nity by  the  coat  tails  and  opened  his  own  dis- 
tribution exchange,  calling  it  Syndicate  Ex- 
change. Kulick  was  the  entire  “syndicate.” 

After  engaging  in  independent  distribution 
for  nearly  two  decades,  Kulick,  along  with 
several  others,  saw  the  need  for  increased 


BERT  KULICK 

production  of  independent  films  in  1940.  Act- 
ing on  their  theory,  they  formed  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.,  one  of  the  organizers  in  addi- 
tion to  Kulick  being  Leon  Fromkess,  now 
president  of  PRC. 

Kulick  became  the  New  York  franchise 
holder  and  secretary-treasurer  and  director  of 
the  parent  company. 

That  Kulick  and  his  colleagues  were  cor- 
rect in  their  recognition  of  the  need  for  ad- 
ditional independent  production  is  proven  by 
the  fact  that  PRC  has  prospered  in  the 
interim  and  is  now  celebrating  its  fifth  anni- 
versary. 

Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  war  in  1941, 
Kulick,  a lieutenant  in  the  naval  reserve 
since  1937,  was  called  to  active  duty  in  the 
lighter-than-air  department  in  the  navy.  He 
is  one  of  the  few  industry  executives  who 
has  not  served  in  the  navy’s  motion  picture 
branch.  He  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  com- 
mander in  June  1942  holding  that  rank  when 
he  was  placed  on  inactive  duty  last  January. 

Having  worn  a black  tie  for  four  years,  he 
sheepishly  admits  that  it  was  quite  a novelty 
for  him  to  wear  a bright  cravat  when  he  first 
returned  to  civilian  life.  His  prewar  clothes 
fit  him  as  well  as  they  did  before  he  en- 
tered the  service. 

With  PRC’s  features  costing  from  10  to  15 
times  what  they  did  several  years  ago,  Ku- 


lick’s  aim  will  be  to  increase  the  company’s 
playing  time  accordingly.  One  of  his  great- 
est enthusiasms  at  this  particular  moment 
is  to  develop  exploitation  ideas  for  his  com- 
pany’s films  and  to  pass  them  along  to  ex- 
hibitors. 

“PRC,”  he  says,  “plans  to  open  its  big  pic- 
tures in  several  key  spots  simultaneously  for 
trial  engagements,  working  out  exploitation 
campaigns  for  each  of  the  dates.  Results  of 
the  most  successful  campaign  will  be  adopted 
as  the  official  one  and  passed  on  to  ex- 
hibitors.” 

His  wife  is  the  former  Ruth  Weiss,  daughter 
of  a pioneer  New  Jersey  exhibitor.  “I  didn’t 
know  her  father  was  an  old-timer  in  the  busi- 
ness until  long  after  I met  my  future  wife,” 
confides  Kulick. 


EXHIBITOR  NOTES:  Mrs.  Emma  Harris, 
mother  of  Harry  Harris,  New  York  circuit 
head,  died  at  the  age  of  74.  She  was  active 
in  many  charitable  organizations.  Funeral 
services  at  Riverside  Memorial  Chapel  were 
attended  by  hundreds  of  industryites. 


Sidney  Jacobson,  Farmingdale  exhibitor, 
was  a Filmrow  visitor  . . . Ben  Brodie,  opera- 
tor of  the  Miami  and  Municipal,  has  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Hotel  Wales,  Madi- 
son Avenue  and  93rd  Street  . . . Essy  Weis- 
berg,  Island  theatre  circuit  booker,  has  re- 
turned from  Florida. 


Elmer  Sichel,  former  Century  circuit 
booker,  recently  inducted  into  the  army,  has 
been  assigned  to  a tank  replacement  corps 
at  Fort  Knox,  Ky.,  according  to  Filmrow 
friends  . . . Harriet  Allen  of  the  M-G-M  con- 
tract department  has  been  informed  of  the 
promotion  of  her  brother,  Lieut.  Col.  John 
Allen,  to  colonel  while  on  duty  with  U.S. 
troops  in  Belgium. 


Harriet  Kissel,  from  the  Metro  home  of- 
fice, is  pinch-hitting  at  Leo’s  New  York  ex- 
change . . . Edward  Richter,  chief  booker,  is 
back  at  his  desk  from  his  vacation  . . . Son 
of  John  Cunniff  was  on  the  ailing  list  . . . 
Blossom  Gans,  Universal  booking  depart- 
ment employe,  is  mourning  the  death  of  her 
father. 


Nassau  Theatre,  Roosevelt,  L.  I.,  figured  in 
a freak  accident  when  an  automobile  oper- 
ated by  two  policemen  caromed  off  another 
car,  flew  into  the  air  and  struck  the  marquee, 
damaging  same. 


Metro  Exchange  Exploiteer  Elliot  Foreman 
sjjent  several  days  in  Newburgh,  Poughkeep- 
sie and  Kingston  in  the  interest  of  the  com- 
pany’s “National  Velvet”  and  “Between  Two 
Women”  . . . Morton  Rosenfeld,  who  formerly 
was  in  the  toy,  games  and  novelties  business 
with  his  father,  Jack  Rosenfeld,  has  opened 
his  own  business  with  headquarters  at  353 
West  44th  St.  He  served  in  the  navy  until  six 
weeks  ago. 


WHO  WAS  FOOLED?:  Alex  Arnswalder, 
Metro  salesman,  took  his  son  to  a Bar  Mitz- 
vah  party  in  Newark.  One  of  the  guests  was 
Milton  Berle  who  happens  to  be  Alex’s  cousin. 
As  soon  as  the  kids  spied  Berle  they  besieged 
him  for  his  autograph.  Then  one  of  the 
kibitzer’s  placed  a blank  check  among  the 
items  to  be  autographed.  Berle,  equal  to  the 
occasion,  signed  the  name  of  . . . Bob  Hope 
. . . to  the  check! 


Stage  and  Wall  Drapes 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 
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Dick  Powell  Is  Hailed 
By  Crowds  at  Albany 

ALBANY — Dick  Powell,  star  of  “Murder, 
My  Sweet”  and  first  film  star  to  make  a stage 
appearance  here  in  a long  time,  swept  through 
the  city  with  the  force  of  a tornado  in  his 
native  state  of  Arkansas.  Powell  captivated 
everybody  from  Gov.  Thomas  E.  Dewey  down 
with  his  friendliness.  Between  four  strenu- 
ous 20-minute  performances  with  Mike  Ma- 
zurki,  wrestler-film  player,  from  nearby  Co- 
hoes, he  visited  Governor  Dewey  in  the  execu- 
tive chambers,  attended  a press  luncheon  at 
the  De  Witt  Clinton  Hotel,  phoned  the  gov- 
ernor’s son  Tommy,  ill  at  the  Mansion  with 
a cold,  and  did  two  broadcasts  at  Radio 
Center. 

In  the  course  of  a 15-minute  unrehearsed 
radio  interview,  Powell  covered  his  career 
from  choir  boy  in  Little  Rock  to  Hollywood 
stardom.  Along  the  way,  he  paid  tribute  to 
the  Red  Cross,  whose  work  in  the  Ohio  flood 
area  Dick  had  observed  the  previous  week, 
and  to  the  service  men  in  camps  and  hos- 
pitals. 

He  returned  to  Radio  Center  without  eat- 
ing dinner  to  speak  on  Johnny  Lawrence’s 
Musical  Show.  Powell,  by  then  was  showing 
signs  of  vocal  fatigue  and  of  the  cold  he 
contracted  recently  on  an  open  field  at 
Halloran  General  Hospital.  He  informed 
Lawrence  and  Laura  Winter  that  he  tried  for 
a serious  characterization  in  “Murder”  after 
“almost  20  years  as  a juvenile.”  Powell  said 
his  next  picture  will  be  "Cornered,”  by  Ben 
Hecht. 

A smashing  publicity  promotion  for  Powell's 
local  engagement  was  arranged  by  Saul  Ull- 
man,  Max  Westebbe  and  Alex  Sayles.  The 
Times-Union  printed  a front  page  photo- 
graph of  Powell  with  Governor  Dewey.  The 
Knickerbocker  News’  contributions  included  a 
picture  of  the  governor,  Powell  and  Jack 
Elliott,  RKO  studio  pianist,  who  accompanied 
Dick  in  the  act  with  Mazurki. 

Leonardtown  Hollywood 
Sold  to  George  Shepp 

LEONARDTOWN,  MD.— The  Hollywood 
Theatre,  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ike  Weiner 
for  a number  of  years,  was  sold  March  5 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Shepp  of  Hyattsville, 
Md.  The  Shepps  also  took  over  the  bar  and 
lunch  room  on  either  side  of  the  theatre 
entrance. 

Shepp  for  a number  of  years  was  connected 
with  the  Loew  theatre  circuit  as  manager 
in  Rockville,  Upper  Marlboro,  and  Hyatts- 
ville, Md. 

The  new  managers  announce  that  there  will 
be  shows  each  night  of  the  week,  except 
Thursdays,  when  a large  community  dance 
is  held  for  the  service  men  from  the  Patuxent 
River. 

Weiner  still  owns  and  operates  the  Waldorf 
and  Prince  Frederick  theatres  and  in  addi- 
tion is  in  the  real  estate,  insurance  and  beer 
business. 


Proctor's  Troy  Tops  on  Dimes 

ALBANY — Proctor’s  Troy  collected  $1,679.42 
in  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign.  It  was  the 
top  figure  for  a theatre  in  Troy  and  was  one 
of  the  highest  in  the  Albany  district. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARM 

JOE  HORNSTEIN,  Inc. 

630  Ninth  Ave.,  New  York  City 

or  your  Supply  Doaler 


John  Hertz  jr.  to  Direct 
Seventh  Loan  Publicity 


NEW  YORK  — John 
Hertz  jr.,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Buchanan 
& Co.,  Inc.,  has  been 
appointed  chairman  of 
publicity  and  advertis- 
ing for  WAC’s  Seventh 
War  Loan  campaign. 

He  served  in  a simi- 
lar capacity  during  the 
Sixth  War  Loan,  and 
hung  up  a fine  record 
during  that  campaign. 


JOHN  HERTZ  Jr. 

picking  experienced 
the  country. 


Hertz  is  expected  to 
name  his  aides  within 
a short  time.  He  is 
men  from  all  sections  of 


Jerry  Zigmond  Named  Coordinator 
For  Exploitation  on  Bond  Drive 

NEW  YORK — Jerry  Zigmond  has  been  ap- 
pointed coordinator  of  advertising,  publicity 
and  exploitation  for  the  Seventh  War  Loan 
by  John  Hertz  jr.,  national  chairman  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity. 

Zigmond  has  been  public  relations  chair- 
man of  the  Kansas  City  and  western  Mis- 
souri area  of  WAC  since  its  inception. 

Zigmond  began  his  career  in  films  18  years 
ago  with  Paramount  in  Denver  as  assistant 
manager  of  the  Rialto  Theatre.  Later,  he  be- 
came manager  of  the  Victory  Theatre,  and 
after  various  posts,  was  named  managing  di- 
rector of  the  Newman  in  Kansas  City  some 
eight  years  ago. 


Weitman  to  Head  Loan 
Special  Events  Work 

NEW  YORK — Robert  M.  Weitman,  manag- 
ing director  of  the  Paramount,  has  been  ap- 
pointed national  chairman  of  special  events 
for  the  Seventh  War  Loan  by  Samuel  Pinan- 
ski,  national  chairman. 

Weitman  has  produced  many  shows  for 
various  charitable  causes,  including  the 
“Night  of  Stars”  at  Madison  Square  Garden. 
For  the  Seventh  War  Loan,  he  will  be  in 
charge  of  stimulating  bond  sales  through  the 
staging  of  large  bond  shows. 

Weitman’s  entire  career  has  been  spent 
with  Paramount.  He  entered  the  Paramount 
managers’  school  in  1924,  changing  his  de- 
cision to  study  medicine.  He  began  as  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  old  Rialto,  and  was 
later  promoted  to  manager  of  the  Brooklyn 
Paramount.  In  1929  he  was  made  city  man- 
ager of  all  Paramount  Publix  theatres  in  New 
York  City.  He  came  to  the  Paramount  on 
Broadway  in  1935. 

Hirliman  Opens  Six  More 
Branches  for  16mm  Film 

NEW  YORK — George  A.  Hirliman,  presi- 
dent of  International  Theatrical  Corp.,  has 
closed  two  franchise  deals  whereby  six  addi- 
tional 16mm  exchange  outlets  for  its  product 
will  be  opened  in  Boston,  New  Haven,  Port- 
land, Memphis,  New  Orleans  and  Charlotte. 
This  expansion  is  in  line  with  Hirliman’s 
plan  to  set  up  30  branches  within  the  next 
few  months  for  domestic  distribution  of  the 
company’s  16mm  product.  He  is  now  on  the 
coast  to  set  up  branches  in  that  area. 


Maxwell  Fox  Leaves  USO 

NEW  YORK — Maxwell  Fox,  director  of 
publicity  for  USO-Camp  Shows,  has  resigned 
and  will  announce  his  plans  later.  He  is  mak- 
ing his  headquarters  at  the  offices  of  Sidney 
Ascher  Associates,  publicity  firm,  33  West 
42nd  St.,  until  he  makes  known  his  new  con- 
nection. 


IA  Issues  a Charter 
For  Home  Office  Union 

NEW  YORK— The  IATSE  has  made  its  bid 
to  enter  the  home  office  field  by  issuing  a 
charter  to  the  Motion  Picture  Office  Em- 
ployes Unipn,  Local  23169,  AFL,  representing 
more  than  800  white  collar  workers  in  the 
Warners,  Universal,  Paramount  News,  Ace 
Laboratories  and  the  Harms,  Remick  and 
Witmark  music  firms. 

Further  details  will  be  explained  by  Rich- 
ard F.  Walsh,  IATSE  president,  upon  his  re- 
turn from  the  coast,  where  he  was  called  in 
the  current  studio  strike  situation.  Granting 
the  charter  to  the  MPOE  has  been  inter- 
preted as  a move  by  the  IATSE  to  secure  jur- 
isdiction over  home  office  workers  at  RKO, 
Paramount,  Columbia,  20th-Fox  and  UA,  rep- 
resented by  the  Screen  Office  and  Profes- 
sional Employes  Guild,  Local  109,  CIO. 

With  the  formal  issuance  of  the  charter, 
which  was  regarded  merely  as  a formality, 
awaiting  only  ratification  by  the  membership 
of  the  MPOE  at  a meeting  at  the  Hotel  Dip- 
lomat Mar.  19,  a membership  drive  will  be 
started.  This  foreshadows  a competitive 
struggle  between  the  MPOE  and  the  SOPEG. 

Manager's  Wife  Drives  Cab 
While  He  Is  Overseas 

ROCHESTER — Howard  Partridge,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Century  Theatre  here  when 
he  went  into  the  army  three  years  ago,  can 
well  be  proud  of  his  wife’s  record  on  the  home 
front  while  he  serves  as  a technical  sergeant 
with  the  Ninth  air  force  in  France. 

Mrs.  Partridge,  now  living  in  Miami  Beach, 
Fla.,  drives  a jitney  cab  between  Miami  Beach 
and  Miami  from  7 a.  m.  to  3 p.  m.  daily.  At 
4 p.  m.  she  reports  to  the  motor  pool  of  the 
Army  Air  Forces  Regional  and  Convalescent 
Hospital,  Miami  District,  for  an  eight-hour 
stint  as  truck  driver.  She  finishes  at  mid- 
night. Until  a few  months  ago  she  had  been 
working  from  6 a.  m.  to  noon  in  a laundry 
doing  army  work  but  gave  that  up  to  drive 
the  cab. 

She  has  two  sons  and  four  brothers  in  ad- 
dition to  a husband  in  service. 


Nick  Goggin  Recovering 
After  Fall  From  Roof 

ALBANY — Nick  Goggin,  operator  of  Town 
Hall,  Cazenovia,  is  making  steady  recovery 
from  injuries  suffered  in  a fall  from  the  roof 
of  the  theatre  while  shoveling  snow.  He  is 
in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Syracuse.  First  re- 
ports that  he  had  received  a fractured  skull 
and  a broken  back  were  erroneous,  although 
he  was  in  serious  condition  from  shock. 

A possible  fractured  femur  is  one  of  Gog- 
gin’s  injuries.  Dan  Houlihan,  20th-Fox  sales- 
man, visited  Goggin  last  week.  John  Van, 
who  owns  the  Edmeston  in  nearby  Edmeston, 
has  been  directing  the  Town  Hall  for  Goggin. 

Lipskin  Made  Assistant 
To  Nate  B.  Spingold 

NEW  YORK — Lawrence  Lipskin,  formerly 
copy  chief  at  Columbia,  has  been  made  as- 
sistant to  Nate  B.  Spingold,  vice-president. 
He  will  be  replaced  by  William  J.  McHale, 
presently  with  the  Kayton-Spiro  agency. 

Sidney  G.  Alexander,  who  has  been  han- 
dling cooperative  advertising  and  national 
media  for  the  company,  has  been  appointed 
advertising  manager. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARMS 
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THE  EASTERN  AREA’S  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Mrs.  Catharine  N.  Cor- 
bett can  hardly  be  re- 
garded as  an  old- 
timer,  despite  her  29 
years  in  the  industry, 
for  she  is  as  alert, 
agile  and  enterprising 
as  many  exhibitors 
half  her  age.  She  pur- 
chased the  New  Thea- 
tre in  Hancock,  Md„ 
on  Feb.  21,  1916,  and 
has  been  operating  it 
with  signal  success  ever 
since.  Interested  in  civic  affairs,  Mrs.  Corbett 
holds  no  public  office  at  the  moment  but  en- 
gages continually  in  various  community  proj- 
ects, mostly  in  conjunction  with  her  member- 
ship in  Daughters  of  Liberty,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  Ladies  P.  O.  of  A. 


Walter  Reade  started 
working  for  his  father 
in  1904  as  a salesman. 
Reaching  the  age  of  20, 
he  started  out  on  his 
own.  He  built  theatres 
in  Asbury  Park,  Perth 
Amboy,  Freehold,  Long 
Branch,  Plainfield, 
Morristown,  Toms 
River,  Trenton,  New 
Brunswick,  Kingston, 
Saratoga  Springs,  Hud- 
son and  New  York 
City.  Although  born  in  Selma,  Ala.,  Reade  is 
a member  of  both  the  Grand  Street  Boys  and 
Broadway  associations.  Active  in  all  drives, 
he  is  New  Jersey  co-chairman  of  the  March 
of  Dimes  campaign.  His  son,  Walter  jr„  is  a 
lieutenant  in  the  army  signal  corps. 


From  the  often  stormy 
but  always  fascinating 
days  when  the  penny 
arcades  and  nickelo- 
deons were  growing 
into  one  of  the  largest 
industries  in  the  world, 
James  Poro,  owner  of 
the  East  Islip  Theatre 
at  East  Islip,  L.  I.,  has 
been  progressing  with 
the  business.  His  the- 
atre is  a fixture  in  his 
community  and  Poro 
is  active  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  Timber  Point  Republican  Club.  He  likes 
fishing  and  pinochle.  He  is  the  father  of 
three  daughters  and  a son,  all  of  whom  at- 
tend school  save  the  eldest,  Gloria,  who  is 
married. 


Julius  Joelson,  head  of 

the  J.  J.  Theatre  cir- 
cuit operating  in  New 
York  and  Maine,  was 
a practicing  attorney 
before  joining  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry. 

Deciding  on  theatre- 
managing, he  and  his 
father  purchased  a 
theatre.  Ever  since 
then,  for  20-odd  years, 

Joelson  has  worked  in 
various  capacities  in 
the  show  business.  A member  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Associates,  Joelson  has  been  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  industry,  and  visu- 
alizes with  optimism  the  even  greater  possi- 
bilities of  its  future.  He  has  two  daughters, 
Sydney  and  Barbara,  attending  school. 

rd 

A graduate  of  Wes- 
leyan University  and 
the  Harvard  school  of 
business  adminis- 
tration, Warren  F. 
Wielland  is  executive 
vice-president  of  the 
Apollo  circuit  of  thea- 
tres, operators  of  six 
large  theatres  in  New 
Jersey  and  two  in 
Pennsylvania.  Wielland 
is  a director  of  the 
Chelsea  Title  & Guar- 
anty Co.,  and  the  Boardwalk  National  Bank 
of  Atlantic  City.  Besides  his  college  fraterni- 
ties, he  is  a member  of  the  Seaview  Golf  Club 
and  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  Joy,  makes 
his  residence  at  Margate  City,  N.  J.  Wielland 
devotes  much  time  to  civic  activities. 


Nineteen-nineteen  saw 
Abraham  Leff’s  start 
in  the  industry,  when 
he  took  over  the  Madi- 
son and  Tiffany  thea- 
tres in  Upper  Manhat- 
tan. In  1922  he  pur- 
chased the  Star,  and 
additional  acquisitions 
included  the  Art,  Lido, 

De  Luxe,  Fenway,  Gra- 
nada, Freeman,  Tower 
and  Zenith.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Hunts 
Point  division  of  the  American  Jewish  Con- 
gress, and  very  active  in  the  Shield  of  David, 
Home  for  Orphan  Girls  in  The  Bronx;  vice- 
president  of  Temple  Beth  Elohim;  director  of 
several  other  groups.  He  has  two  daugh- 
ters and  a son;  his  son-in-law  is  in  the  army. 


As  an  attorney  for  the 
Auditorium  Theatre  in 
Mamaroneck  in  1914, 

Irwin  Wheeler,  presi- 
d e n t of  Associated 
Playhouses  and  vice- 
president  of  Pruden- 
tial Playhouses,  N.  Y. 

C.,  was  drawn  by  the 
future  of  motion  pic- 
ture exhibition.  With 
Charles  Casey  he  ac- 
quired a half  interest 
and  gradually  added 
more  houses.  A resident  of  New  Canaan,  he 
is  director  of  MPTO  of  Connecticut,  a town 
councilman  and  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Union  League  Club 
and  the  Phi  Delta  fraternity.  Wheeler’s  hob- 
bies are  farming  and  horseback  riding. 

John  J.  Payette  start- 
ed his  career  in  1905, 
ushering  at  the  Acad- 
emy of  Music  in  Wash- 
ington, at  the  age  of 
12,  subsequently  be- 
coming treasurer.  He 
operated  a small  the- 
atre, then  joined  Gen- 
eral Film,  becoming  its 
Detroit  manager  in 
1915.  Following  one 
year  of  military  service 
he  became  assistant 
manager  of  the  Metropolitan  Theatre,  later 
becoming  supervisor  of  all  Crandall  Theatres 
until  the  organization  merged  with  Stanley 
Company  in  1925,  and  was  general  manager 
when  Warners  bought  the  firm.  He  now  con- 
trols 44  Warner  houses  out  of  Washington. 


Delivering  film  reels 
for  World  Pictures  30 
years  ago  started  Har- 
ry N.  Brandt  on  the 
road  to  success  in  ex- 
hibition. Today  he 
operates  a chain  of  125 
theatres  in  Manhattan, 

The  Bronx,  Brooklyn, 

Queens,  New  Jersey 
and  Connecticut.  Pres- 
ident of  ITO  of  N.  Y„ 
member  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Associates,  Pio- 
neers, and  on  the  board  of  directors  of  Amer- 
ican Theatre  Wing  War  Service,  he  is  af- 
filiated with  B’nai  B’rith,  Grand  Street  Boys 
Ass’n,  Glen  Oaks,  Old  Oaks,  and  Lambs  clubs. 
He  served  as  national  chairman  for  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  in  the  Sixth  War  Loan. 


S.  H.  “Si”  Fabian,  pres- 
ident of  the  Fabian  cir- 
cuit, a chain  of  houses 
in  New  York  state, 
started  in  the  motion 
picture  industry  with 
his  father  in  1918. 
Chairman  of  W A C 
Theatre  Division,  di- 
rector of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Charities,  member 
of  Picture  Pioneers,  he 
is  affiliated  with 
“practically  all  motion 
picture  groups.”  He  is  a Mason,  member  of 
the  City  Club  and  the  Preakness  Country 
Club.  Two  of  his  sons,  Edward  and  Robert, 
are  in  the  service  and  Norma  and  Abraham 
are  attending  school.  Fabian  is  a sports  fol- 
lower and  likes  golf  and  fishing. 


In  1906  Harry  “Unk” 

Hecht,  Passaic,  was  ex- 
hibiting at  the  Nicol- 
lette  in  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Among  many  theatres 
he  has  built  cand  oper- 
ated since  were  the 
Plaza,  Paterson,  in 
1914,  the  Palace,  Pas- 
saic, in  1916,  the  Rial- 
to (now  the  Lincoln), 

Passaic,  in  1924.  He  is 
a director  of  Allied  of 
New  Jersey,  Commu- 
nity Chest  and  Jewish  Community  Council, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masons,  Elks,  Odd 
Fellows,  and  Picture  Pioneers.  Two  sons  hold 
commissions  in  the  army  and  his  daughter  is 
married  to  Maurice  J.  Miller,  with  the  Hecht 
theatres.  He  enjoys  a game  of  poker. 


The  erection  of  the 
Arcade  on  Front  and 
Diamond  Sts.  in  Phil- 
adelphia in  1907  was 
Charles  Segall’s  first 
fling  in  the  exhibition 
world.  Today,  38  years 
later,  this  Philadel- 
phian owns  the  Apollo 
Theatre  in  the  City  of 
Brotherly  Love.  Shrewd 
in  matters  of  business, 
he  serves  in  an  execu- 
tive capacity  on  vari- 
ous boards.  He  is  a Mason  and  a member  of 
B’nai  B’rith.  This  successful  exhibitor  is 
married  and  the  father  of  two  children,  Louis 
C.  Segall  and  Katherine  S.  Sabloskey.  After 
nearly  four  decades  in  the  show  business, 
Segall  is  a staunch  booster. 
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Club  for  Boys  on  Agenda 
Of  Variety  Tent  13 

PHILADELPHIA— In  an  effort  to  aid  in 
curbing  rising  juvenile  delinquency  Variety 
Club  is  planning  a boys  club  patterned  after 
an  organization  started  by  Variety  of  Balti- 
more. The  plan  will  be  discussed  at  the  next 
general  membership  meeting. 

On  the  committee  handling  the  details  are 
Ben  Amsterdam,  head  of  Atlantic  Theatres, 
chairman;  Jack  Beresin,  president  of  Berio 
Vending  Co.;  Earle  W.  Sweigert,  district  man- 
ager for  Paramount,  and  Dr.  Leon  Levy, 
president  of  WCAU. 

Film  men  , hive  had  a taste  of  the  hood- 
lumism  engendered  by  wartime  conditions, 
and  recognize  it  as  part  of  their  duty  to  the 
community  to  help  overcome  the  problem. 


Projector  Repair  and  Parts 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 


INCORPORATIONS 


— ALBANY  — 

Trans-Lux  Madison  Corp.:  To  conduct  a 
theatrical  and  motion  picture  business  in  New 
York;  $1,000,  $10  par;  Norman  W.  Elson  and 
Pereival  E.  Furber,  1270  Sixth  Ave. 

Television  Trademarks,  Inc.:  To  conduct 
television  and  radio  business  in  New  York; 
200  shares,  no  par;  Samuel  Miller,  1068  Wal- 
ton Ave.,  and  Marvin  Levy,  233  W.  99th  St., 
New  York,  and  Dorothy  Holgan,  110-15  206th 
St.,  St.  Albans,  N.Y. 

Monogram  International  Pictures  Corp.:  To 

carry  on  a motion  picture  film  business  in 
New  York;  100  shares,  no  par;  Nellie  Witting, 
320  E.  42nd  St.,  New  York;  Flora  Davis,  194 
Passaic  St.,  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  and  Mary 
deFazio,  53  47th  St.,  Weehawken,  N.  J. 

Educational  Film  and  Slide  Corp.:  To  con- 
duct business  in  New  York;  200  shares,  no 
par;  Hazel  Powers,  360  Clinton  Ave.,  Brook- 
lyn; Lilliam  M.  Fink,  16  Melbourne  Rd„  Great 
Neck,  L.  I.,  and  Ida  S.  Haber,  57  W.  75th  St., 
New  York. 


CLASS  DISTRIBUTION  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  SOUTH  — thru 


J(JOHN)  Q ^ (O.K.) 

enkins  oc  Bourgeois 


ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 
HARWOOD  AND  JACKSON  STS. 

Riverside  1884  DALLAS  1,  TEXAS 


Schenectady  Erie  to  Films 

SCHENECTADY — The  Erie  will  reopen 
soon  with  a first  run  picture  policy,  accord- 
ing to  an  announcement  by  Saul  J.  Ullman, 
upstate  manager  of  the  Fabian  chain.  The 
theatre,  one  of  Schenectady’s  old-time  legiti- 
mate stands,  has  been  playing  traveling  stage 
shows  at  intervals  this  season. 


Ok  ¥oa  Lucky  ZMkifots! 


THRU  ASTOR  PICTURES  CORP 


•HERE'S  A Sox-O^ice  BONANZA- 

THE  SURPRIZE  MONEY  SHOW  OF  *'4S 


DANNY 
ISAYE 


The  Screen's  Newest 
Sensation  — A Riot 

"The  " 

BIRTH  of 
A STAR 

A Streamlined  Feature 


E.  Gabriel,  Astor  Pictures,  1314  Vine  St.,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 

Moe  Kerman,  Astor  PI.  Film  Exchange,  630  Ninth  Ave.,  New  York  1,  N.  Y. 


E.  Paradeis,  Pam-O-Film  Exchange,  505  Pearl  St.,  Buiialo  2,  N.  Y. 
T.  Shull,  Astor  Pictures,  203  Eye  St.,  Washington  1,  D.  C. 


BijFFALO 

Ht  the  studio’s  invitation,  Jack  Bellman, 
Republic  manager,  will  go  to  the  coast 
March  22  on  studio  matters.  Jack  said  he’d 
need  a Constellation  or  some  other  mammoth 
plane  “if  I took  everybody  with  me  who  would 
like  to  go.”  He  said  the  studio  wants  all 
branch  managers  to  see  “the  progress  made  by 
Republic  in  the  last  ten  years.” 

Republic’s  local  tenth  anniversary  observ- 
ance is  scheduled  for  April  28-June  2.  Repub- 
lic has  a new  Buffalo  area  salesman,  Michael 
Jusko,  formerly  of  Universal.  He  replaces 
Bert  Freese  who  has  gone  to  Syracuse  for 
United  Artists  . . . Manager  Bellman  has 
great  plans  for  Republic’s  two  new  shows, 
“Earl  Carroll’s  Vanities”  and  “The  Flame  oi 
the  Barbary  Coast.” 

Sid  Kulick  of  New  York,  eastern  district 
sales  manager  for  PRC,  was  in  town.  Jack  B. 
Berkson,  PRC’s  franchise  holder,  was  in  the 
following  day.  It  was  the  first  time  in  more 
than  three  months  that  Jack  has  been  in 
Buffalo. 

Over  at  RKO,  Gus  Shaffer  of  Boston,  dis- 
trict manager,  and  Jack  Schmitzer,  home  of- 
fice representative,  were  visitors. 

Dick  Powell  and  Andy  Devine  both  were  in 
Buffalo,  Andy  making  a surprise  visit  from 
a nearby  army  camp  and  Dick  making  per- 
sonal appearances  on  the  stage  of  the  20th 
Century,  where  his  "Murder,  My  Sweet”  has 
been  doing  fine  business. 

Three  gangster  films  were  on  the  bill  at 
Dewey  Michael’s  Mercury:  “Gangs  of  Chi- 
cago,” “Gangs  of  New  York”  and  “Crime 
Does  Not  Pay.” 

Negotiations  for  renewal'  of  the  lease  of 
Buffalo  Theatres,  Inc.,  on  the  Great  Lakes 
Theatre  will  be  started  soon.  There  is  a pos- 
sibility the  property  may  be  offered  for  sale 
at  that  time  to  Buffalo  Theatres,  the  Shea 
group,  but  Vincent  R.  McFaul  of  Buffalo 
Theatres,  said  he  had  no  statement. 

Alec  Templeton,  blind  pianst,  was  heard  ai 
Kleinhans  Music  Hall  in  a concert  sponsored 
by  the  Junior  Board  of  Millard  Fillmore  Hos- 
pital. The  Buffalo  Evening  News  Smokes 
Fund  is  $1,200  richer  as  a result  of  the 
seventh  annual  Republican  Christmas  Thea- 
tre Party.  Presentation  of  the  News’  share 
was  made  this  week  at  Republican  headquar- 
ters. 

D.  of  C.  Theatres  Aiming 
At  Bigger  R.  C.  Goal 

WASHINGTON— With  the  over-all  Wash- 
ington quota  nearly  $2,800,000,  the  theatres  set 
for  themselves  a quota  of  20  per  cent  more 
than  last  year  in  the  Red  Cross  drive.  Show- 
men of  the  District  not  only  are  making  col- 
lections at  every  performance,  but  have  es- 
tablished Red  Cross  Wishing  Wells  in  popu- 
lated business  sections  while  others  have  set 
collection  displays  in  front. 

Theatre  plans  were  formulated  by  the  local 
WAC  of  which  John  J.  Payette  and  Carter  T. 
Barron  are  co-chairmen  with  John  Allen,  ex- 
hibitor chairman,  several  weeks  ago  in  co- 
operation with  the  MPTO  of  the  District  of 
which  A.  Julian  Brylawski  is  president.  Frank 
LaFalce  is  publicity  chairman  and  these  are 
the  area  chairmen:  Harry  Bachman,  Graham 
Barbee,  Louis  Bernheimer,  Walter  Cersley, 
Jack  Foxe,  Fred  Kogod,  Claude  Land,  George 
Shepp,  LawTence  Snoots,  Lloyd  Wineland. 


J.  J.  Re-Signs  with  Altec 

NEW  YORK — J.  J.  Theatres  circuit  has  re- 
newed agreements  with  Altec  Service  Corp. 
for  servicing  the  sound  equipment  in  their 
theatres. 
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Experience  shows  that  movie-taught  groups  learn  25%  to  30%  faster, 

retain  38  % more  of  what  they  are  taught. 


One  of  a series  of 
advertisements  by 
KODAK  testifying  to 


the  achievements  of 
the  movies  at  war 


OUR  first  big  battle  of  the  war,  the  battle  of  production,  the 
fight  to  get  out  the  goods,  is  being  fought  and  won  with 
the  help  of  industrial  training  films. 

No  finer  “teaching  films”  were  ever  made  . . . none  ever 
reached  the  screen  so  amazingly  fast . . . and  that’s  because 
so  many  are  “movie-made,”  turned  out  by  movie  folk  re- 
cruited from  every  branch  of  the  industry. 

Helping  the  new  war  worker  learn  faster  (movies  save 
25%  to  30%  of  teaching  time)  . . . helping  him  learn  better 
(movie-taught  groups  retain  38%  more  of  what  they’re 
taught)  . . . industrial  training  films  have  helped  us  to  arm 
ourselves  in  record  time. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  n.  y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
FORT  LEE  CHICAGO  HOLLYWOOD 
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Uncle  Joe  in  Show 
Business  62  Years 

DALLAS — J.  E.  “Uncle  Joe”  Luckett,  who 
reached  his  74th  birthday  recently,  not  only  is 
a veteran  among  thea- 
tre operators,  mostly 
legitimate,  but  also 
qualifies  as  an  old- 
timer  in  distribution. 
Although  74  he  tells 
everybody  that  all  fu- 
ture birthdays  will  be 
“21.”  He  has  been  in 
the  show  business  62 
years. 

On  his  last  birthday 
Luckett  brought  in  a 
bottle  of  imported 
wine  of  before  prohi- 
bition vintage  to  cele- 
brate with  P.  K.  Johnston,  Interstate  head 
booker.  He  and  Johnston  have  been  close 
friends  for  over  25  years,  having  met  in 
Washington.  Their  reminiscences  included 
the  old  Knickerbocker  Hotel’s  famous  the- 
atrical bar  at  42nd  and  Broadway  and  the 
large  mural  running  the  full  length  of  the 
bar  showing  old  King  Cole  smiling. 

Uncle  Joe  was  connected  with  one  of  the 
first  picture  experiments  thrown  on  a screen. 
He  was  proprietor  of  the  Columbia  Theatre 
in  Washington  when  Burton  Holmes  came 
along  with  a lecture  using  a picture  outfit  to 
show  the  subjects.  Thomas  D.  Armat  was  in- 
ventor of  a projection  machine  using  the  first 
shutter.  He  filed  suit  against  Holmes  and 
won.  Edison  bought  Armat’s  patent,  and 
went  on  to  devise  the  first  motion  picture 
machine. 

Uncle  Joe  lost  his  Columbia  lease  and  went 
with  legitimate  roadshows,  handling  several 
for  the  owners.  He  next  presented  the  big 
Griffith  pictures,  “Birth  of  a Nation,”  “In- 
tolerance” and  “Hearts  of  the  World.”  After 
Griffith  helped  found  the  United  Artists 
Luckett  came  to  Dallas  to  open  a local  branch. 
He  established  a reputation  among  exhibi- 
tors by  refusing  to  oversell  them  and  readily 
made  adjustments. 

After  United  Artists,  Uncle  Joe  went  with 
Warners  and  First  National  as  branch  man- 
ager. He  retired  from  distribution  about  15 
years  ago.  In  late  years  he  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  Interstate  circuit  doing  special 
work  in  the  home  office.  He  is  manager  of 
the  White  Theatre  in  South  Dallas. 


Bathing  Beauty  Declines 
To  Give  Her  Autograph l 

New  York — Betty  Lou  Bandlow  of  Glo- 
versville,  second  prize  winner  among 
5,000  contestants  in  the  M-G-M  Bathing 
Beauty  contest,  received  her  award  in  the 
form  of  three  S100  war  bonds  at  an 
M-G-M  luncheon  to  its  field  exploiteers. 
William  R.  Ferguson,  director  of  exploi- 
tation, made  the  presentation. 

Miss  Bandlow  declined  to  give  Bill 
Omstein  her  autograph  when  he  asked 
for  her  signature — on  the  back  of  one  of 
the  bonds. 

Present  at  the  luncheon,  in  addition  to 
Ferguson  and  Ornstein,  were  the  follow- 
ing M-G-M  exploiteers:  Warren  A.  Slee, 
Chicago;  Jack  Gilmore,  Buffalo;  Ed  Gall- 
ner,  Philadelphia,  and  Burt  McKenzie, 
Boston.  Trade  press  representatives  also 
attended. 


Cowen  Publicity  Chief 
For  12  Fabian  Houses 

ALBANY — Larry  Cowen,  who  was  appoint- 
ed managing  director  of  Proctor’s  in  Troy 
last  month  after  he  had  been  retired  to  in- 
active status  as  a naval  officer,  is  now  di- 
rector of  public  relations  for  the  12  Fabian 
houses  in  the  Albany  division. 

Cowen  served  as  press  representative  for 
RKO  theatres  in  New  York  City  and  also 
for  the  Century  circuit  before  his  transfer  to 
Albany  by  the  Fabian  chain  ten  years  ago. 
The  present  position  is  a new  one,  although 
Cowen  handled  publicity  for  the  Grand,  Le- 
land  and  Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall,  Fabian 
Albany  houses,  while  managing  the  Grand 
before  the  war.  Saul  J.  Ullman,  division 
manager,  announced  Cowen’s  appointment. 


Renew  With  Condon,  Inc. 

NEW  YORK  — Columbia’s  contract  with 
Richard  Condon,  Inc.,  for  special  publicity 
and  exploitation  services  on  major  releases 
has  been  renewed.  The  Condon  office  has 
worked  on  “A  Song  to  Remember,”  “Tonight 
and  Every  Night”  and  the  forthcoming  “One 
Thousand  and  One  Nights.” 


"Fog  Island"  Is  Opened 

CHICAGO — PRC’s  “Fog  Island”  opened  a 
first  run  engagement  Thursday  at  the  RKO 
Grand. 


''Photography  at  War" 
Is  Eastman's  Story 

ROCHESTER — The  importance  of  pho- 
tography in  war  was  a factor  in  the  record 
high  mark  in  total  net  sales  of  $303,672,763 
by  Eastman  Kodak  Co.  in  1944,  it  is  indi- 
cated in  the  annual  report  to  stockholders 
released  this  week.  The  figure  compares  with 
$269,044,394  in  1943,  an  increase  of  13  per 
cent. 

Net  profit  for  the  year  ended  December  30 
last  was  $23,031,310,  or  $9.15  per  share  of 
common  stock,  as  compared  with  $22,270,403, 
or  $8.85  per  share  in  1943. 

Taxes  paid  in  1944  amounted  to  $58,699,286, 
an  increase  of  $6,931,895  over  1943. 

The  report  indicates  that  Kodak  subsidiaries 
in  liberated  areas  of  France  and  Belgium 
may  already  be  turning  out  war  material  for 
the  Allies.  Buildings  and  equipment  in  those 
two  countries  are  reported  in  satisfactory 
condition,  but  owing  to  the  monetary  situ- 
ation it  will  be  impossible  to  appraise  the 
extent  of  recovery  of  other  assets  for  some 
time.  Meager  information  from  Greece  and 
Italy  hints  a similar  situation  in  those  two 
countries.  No  information  is  available  con- 
cerning properties  in  countries  still  occupied 
by  the  enemy. 

Si  Feldstein,  57,  Dies 
In  Philadelphia  Home 

PHILADELPHIA— Si  Feldstein,  57,  director 
of  Jewish  programs  at  WDAS,  Philadelphia, 
died  at  his  home  here  March  4.  Before  going 
into  radio  he  was  associated  with  the  old 
Jewish  World  and  Jewish  Morning  Journal 
in  Philadelphia. 


Albany  Film  Men  Hail 
"Tree"  as  a Natural 

ALBANY — “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn” 
opened  strong  in  several  Albany  district  situ- 
ations. The  picture  will  be  seen  here  Easter 
week.  Filmrow  men  who  have  caught  “Tree” 
say  its  heart  interest  makes  the  opus  a box- 
office  natural. 


Cowen  Is  Named  Leader 
Of  Troy  Fund  Drive 

TROY — Larry  Cowen,  recently  appointed 
manager  of  Proctor’s  Troy  and  director  of 
publicity  for  Fabian  circuit  upstate,  has  been 
named  local  chairman  of  the  industry’s  Red 
Cross  drive. 


lim  Moore  Back  in  Battle 

ALBANY  — Pvt.  Jimmy  Moore,  former 
booker  in  the  Warner  exchange  here  and 
later  a WB  salesman  out  of  Boston,  has  re- 
covered from  battle  injuries  suffered  Novem- 
ber 25  on  the  Third  army  front  and  is  back 
in  action.  He  entered  the  service  here  a 
year  ago.  He  is  the  father  of  two  sons. 


Hodes  Son  Is  Home 

NEW  YORK — Lieut.  Stanley  Hodes,  son  of 
Hal  Hodes,  executive  assistant  to  Jack  Cohn, 
Columbia  vice-president,  has  returned  to  the 
U.S.  on  a 30-day  furlough  following  service 
on  the  western  front.  Lieutenant  Hodes  has 
been  overseas  for  the  last  21  months. 


“Thunderhead"  Opens  in  N.  Y. 

NEW  YORK  — “Thunderhead,  Son  of 
Flicka,”  20th-Fox’s  sequel  to  “My  Friend 
Flicka,”  opened  Thursday  at  the  Victoria, 
Broadway  and  46th  Street.  In  recognition  of 
Roddy  McDowall’s  humane  handling  of  ani- 
mals in  both  pictures,  the  American  Humane 
Society  has  awarded  him  a citation. 


BROOKLYNITES  READY — To  get  things  set  for  the  Red  Cross  drive  the 
borough  theatre  men  held  a street  parade  and  rally  which  wound  up  at  the  Borough 
Hall.  Those  in  charge  were:  (1-r)  Mannie  Frisch,  Randforce;  Edward  C.  Dowden, 
Loew’s,  chairman;  Erwin  Gold,  Randforce.  Standing — Myron  Siegal,  Century; 
Larry  Greib,  RKO  Albee;  Hen  Simon,  Loew’s  Metropolitan;  A1  Zimbalist,  RKO, 
and  Lou  Levy,  Fabian  Paramount. 


J.  E.  LUCKETT 


74 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  17,  1945 


"Blood”  Will  Bow  Before 
World  Security  Meet 


Hollywood  to  Wind  Up 
Cross  Drive  March  30 

Noon  of  March  30  has  been  established  as 
the  closing  hour  of  the  studio’s  current  Red 
Cross  campaign  and  on  that  day  results  of 
the  drive  will  be  reported  to  the  Los  Angeles 
chapter  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Decision  to  end  the  drive  then  was  reached 
at  the  luncheon  meeting,  when  studio  and 
guild  colonels,  the  labor  committee  and  union 
majors  unanimously  voted  to  accept  the 
downtown  invitation  for  a joint,  final  report 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Biltmore.  David  T. 
Babcock,  campaign  chairman  for  Los  An- 
geles, expressed  the  hope  that  both  groups 
at  that  time  would  be  able  to  announce  that 
their  quotas  had  been  met. 

Larger  Earners  Hold  Key 

Campaign  Chairman  Walter  Wanger  ex- 
pressed concern  about  the  lagging  response 
of  larger  earners.  “If  the  people  making  $500 
a week  or  more  will  get  in  their  pledges  and 
give  their  fair  share,  we  will  reach  our  quota. 
And  if  they  don’t,  we  won’t,”  he  said.  “It’s 
as  simple  as  that.” 

Of  the  upper  bracket  groups,  the  Artists 
Managers  Guild  drew  applause  with  a re- 
port of  33  more  subscriptions  than  were  made 
in  the  entire  1944  campaign.  Its  services  also 
were  volunteered  in  the  solicitation  of  mem- 
bers of  the  talent  guilds.  L.  C.  Helm,  report- 
ing for  Carl  Cooper,  chairman  of  Labor’s 
Executive  Committee,  announced  12,716 
pledges.  Total  for  all  groups  are  15,513. 

Among  the  studios,  20th-Fox  has  turned 
in  the  largest  money  total,  according  to  the 
last  tabulations,  with  Paramount  close  be- 
hind and  Warner  Bros,  in  third  place.  Among 
the  talent  guilds,  the  actors  showed  only  279 
pledges,  with  more  than  800  to  go  if  the  War 
Chest  total  is  to  be  equalled.  The  directors 
had  87  subscriptions,  against  185  in  War 
Chest,  and  the  writers  also  reported  less  than 
the  number  of  gifts  made  in  that  drive. 

Service  Men  Send  Appeals 

Appeals  from  ex-Hollywood  service  men  for 
generous  giving  to  the  campaign  are  being 
received  daily  by  the  studios,  according  to  an 
announcement  from  the  Permanent  Charities 
Committee,  to  which  many  of  the  letters  have 
been  forwarded.  Typical  GI  endorsement  of 
the  many  services  of  the  Red  Cross  was  re- 
leased yesterday  from  a note  scrawled  by  Pvt. 
Earl  C.  Clark,  formerly  of  the  Metro  con- 
struction department,  to  W.  K.  Craig,  studio 
colonel. 

“I  hope  you  can  make  out  my  handwriting, 
for  I must  do  it  left-handed,”  Clark  began. 
“I  have  a gunshot  wound  in  my  right  hand 
. . . got  it  in  Germany  and  was  flown  to 
England  for  treatment  .... 

“When  you  ask  the  men  again  to  give  to 
the  Red  Cross,  tell  them  to  open  up  and  give. 
For  the  Red  Cross  sure  helps  us  a lot.  They’re 
doing  a swell  job  over  here  for  our  men  . . . 
Received  my  Purple  Heart  the  other  day 
and  wish  I could  get  home.  But  after  what 
I went  through  at  the  front  I am  lucky  to 
be  able  to  write  you  a letter  . . .” 


Metro  Names  Vetluguin 
Editorial  Board  Head 

Metro  revealed  that  Voldemar  Vetluguin 
has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the  studio’s 
editorial  board.  Prior  to  joining  the  Culver 
City  film  foundry  in  an  editorial  capacity  two 
years  ago,  Vetluguin  was  a writer  and  editor 
of  Redbook  magazine.  Membership  on  the 
board,  in  addition  to  Vetluguin,  includes  Wil- 
liam Fadiman,  Nat  Wolff,  Frances  Marion, 
Adela  Rogers  St.  Johns  and  Harriet  Frank. 

Meiro,  UA  Dominaie 
Week's  Travel  News 

Metro  and  United  Artists  executives  were 
virtually  the  only  contributors  to  the  week’s 
very  limited  coast-to-coast  travel  by  home 
office  and  studio  officials. 

Edgar  B.  Hatrick,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  Metro’s  News  of  the  Day, 
arrived  from  New  York  with  Mrs.  Hatrick  to 
spend  three  weeks  in  Los  Angeles.  This  is 
their  first  trip  to  the  west  coast  in  four  years. 
He  is  here  on  a combined  business  and  vaca- 
tion trip.  William  F.  Rodgers,  head  of  Leo’s 
sales  department,  left  for  Gotham  after 
spending  a week  here  conferring  with  exec- 
utives and  seeing  new  product.  Also  head- 
ing east  was  Sam  Marx,  Metro  producer,  who 
trekked  to  New  York  to  attend  the  opening 
there  of  his  latest  picture. 

Tom  Walker,  vice-president  of  Edward 
Small  Productions,  and  Barney  Briskin,  Sol 
Lesser’s  general  manager,  went  to  Washing- 
ton to  attend  the  meeting  on  raw  stock  al- 
lotments of  the  Motion  Picture  Advisory  Com- 
mittee of  the  WPB.  Bill  Peirce  jr.,  Lester 
Cowan’s  praisery  chief,  was  in  New  York 
hiring  new  manpower  and  setting  up  eastern 
premieres  for  a pair  of  Cowan  features.  Neil 
F.  Agnew,  vice-president  in  charge  of  distri- 
bution for  Vanguard  Films,  Inc.,  arrived  from 
New  York  for  conferences  with  David  O.  Selz- 
nick  and  Daniel  T.  O’Shea. 

George  Pal,  Paramount  Puppetoon  pro- 
ducer, trained  to  Manhattan  to  discuss  the 
new  season’s  production  activities  with  Oscar 
Morgan,  Paramount  short  subjects  sales  man- 
ager. 

Expected  from  the  east  were  Herbert  Yates, 
James  Grainger  and  Bill  Saal,  Republic 
biggies. 


Two  Added  to  the  "Man  Alive"  Cast 

RKO  Radio  has  added  Fortunio  Bonanova 
and  Gertrude  Astor  to  the  cast  of  “Man 
Alive.” 


The  San  Francisco  Press  Club  has  selected 
William  Cagney’s  “Blood  on  the  Sun”  as  the 
film  to  be  premiered  under  its  sponsorship 
during  the  world  security  conference  to  begin 
in  the  Bay  City  April  25. 

The  film,  starring  James  Cagney  and  Syl- 
via Sidney,  to  be  released  through  United 
Artists,  is  based  on  Japan’s  Tanaka  plan  for 
world  conquest.  According  to  present  plans 
the  Cagney  picture  will  be  shown  to  an  un- 
precedented audience  at  the  United  Artists 
Theatre  sometime  during  the  week  of  May  1. 

Charles  Daggett,  director  of  publicity  and 
advertising  for  William  Cagney  Productions, 
and  George  Glass,  independent  publicist  rep- 
resenting the  company  on  a client  basis,  con- 
ferred for  three  days  with  the  San  Francisco 
press  leaders  in  setting  the  premiere. 

All  proceeds  of  the  premiere  will  go  to  the 
Press  Club,  for  use  in  whatever  manner  the 
club  sees  fit.  The  next  day  the  film  will  go 
into  its  regular  run  at  the  United  Artists 
Theatre. 

PRC’s  “Crime,  Inc.,”  will  have  Its  west 
coast  premiere  in  day  and  date  openings  at 
the  Esquire  and  Elite  theatres,  San  Francisco, 
and  Esquire,  Oakland,  April  3.  The  deal  for 
the  northern  California  bookings  was  set  by 
Morris  Safier,  newly-appointed  western  divi- 
sion manager  of  PRC.  The  eastern  premiere 
of  “Crime,  Inc.”  has  been  set  for  April  4 at 
the  Translux  Theatre,  Boston.  Don  Mc- 
Elwaine,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity, 
will  go  to  the  Hub  City  to  set  up  publicity 
and  exploitation  campaign. 

The  western  premiere  of  Warners’  “God  Is 
My  Co-Pilot,”  slated  for  the  Plaza  Theatre 
in  Palm  Springs,  March  14,  was  set  back  to 
March  21.  The  advanced-price  opening  was 
for  benefit  of  Palm  Springs  Community  Hos- 
pital. 


"Salty  O'Rourke"  Opens 
Phoenix  Palms  Theatre 

PHOENIX — No  less  a personage  than  Gov. 
Sidney  P.  Osborn  has  extended  invitations 
to  state  and  civic  leaders  as  well  as  Holly- 
wood celebrities  to  attend  the  gala  opening 
of  the  Palms  Theatre  here  next  Thursday 
evening.  Opening  the  800-seat  house,  new- 
est unit  of  Publix-Rickards-Nace,  Inc.,  will 
be  “Salty  O’Rourke.” 


Spitz  Out  of  Hospital 

Leo  Spitz,  chairman  of  the  board  for  In- 
ternational Pictures,  returned  to  his  studio 
desk  after  ten  days  at  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital  for  physical  checkup. 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Blurbers 


Paramount 

HARRY  MINES,  former  columnist  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Daily  News,  has  rejoined  the  studio’s  praisery. 

FLOYD  SIMONTON  named  to  handle  publicity  for 
the  B.  G,  De  Sylva  unit. 

Warners 

JOHN  C.  FLINN  Jr.,  of  the  publicity  department,  re- 
ported at  Fort  MacArthur  for  induction  into  the  army. 
Flinn  had  been  with  the  studio  for  5 V2  years. 

Briefies 


Paramount 

Jacqueline  Duffie  engaged  to  script  screenplay  for 
“Homecoming  Queen/'  first  in  a series  of  Techni- 
color featurettes  to  be  produced  by  GEORGE 
TEMPLETON. 

Universal 

Carlos  Molina,  his  band  and  entertainers  signed 
to  star  in  a two-reel  musical  featurette,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  WILL  COWAN. 

Cleffers 

Metro 

SAMMY  FAIN  and  RALPH  FREED  assigned  to  write 
songs  for  "Two  Sisters  From  Boston." 

GEORGE  BASSMAN  set  as  musical  director  on 
"Abbott  and  Costello  in  Hollywood." 

RAY  SINATRA  signed  to  a long-term  contract  as 
composer  and  arranger. 

TED  DUNCAN  signed  to  new  term  pact  as  com- 
poser and  scorer. 

Universal 

HANS  SALTER  set  as  musical  director  of  "Once 
Upon  a Dream."  Similar  Chore  handed  EDGAR 
"COOKIE"  FAIRCHILD  for  "Hear  That  Trumpet 
Talk.” 

Loanouts 


Paramount 

MARJORIE  REYNOLDS  has  been  loaned  to  Jules 
Levey  for  stellar  role  in  “Trail  Town,”  United 
Artists  production. 

United  Artists 

David  O.  Selznick  has  loaned  CINDY  GARNER  to 
Hal  Wallis  for  featured  spot  in  “You  Came  Along." 

Meggers 

Columbia 

Third  Dumas  story,  "The  Regent's  Daughter," 
placed  on  MICHEL  KRAIKE's  production  slate.  To  be 
retitled  "The  Cavalier  of  France,"  screen  treatment 
will  be  done  by  Lewis  Allen. 

ALEXIS  THURN-TAXIS  assigned  production  reins  on 
the  next  "Boston  Blackie”  film,  tentatively  titled 
"The  Lady  of  Mystery,"  starring  Chester  Morris.  Pro- 
ducer will  work  under  supervision  of  John  Stone. 
Paul  Yawitz  will  script. 

"The  Coffin,"  next  in  a series  of  mysteries  based 
on  the  I Love  a Mystery  radio  program  to  be 
produced  by  WALLACE  MacDONALD.  John  Lloyd 
set  to  write  script. 

EDDIE  BERNDS  to  bow  as  shorts  director  for  "The 
Ape  Man,"  two-reeler.  Brends  formerly  was  a sound 
mixer. 

Metro 

Director  S.  SYLVAN  SIMON  signed  to  a new  long 
termer. 

Monogram 

LAMBERT  HILLYER  signed  to  meg  "The  Lost  Trail." 

JAMES  S.  BURKETT  will  produce  "Charlie  Chan 
Goes  to  China,"  next  in  the  Sidney  Toler  starring 
series,  and  first  to  have  its  locale  in  China.  George 
Callahan  is  scripting  and  Mantan  Moreland  set  for 
principal  comedy  role. 

JOE  KAUFMAN's  initial  production  will  be  "The 
Purple  Hour,”  original  psychological  drama  by  John 
Faxon.  "Prison  Babies,"  originally  announced  as 
the  producer's  first,  has  been  set  back  for  future 
filming. 

RKO  Radio 

VAL  LEWTON  handed  production  reins  on  “Father 
Malachy's  Miracle/'  the  script  of  which  Lewton  is 
currently  rewriting. 

Republic 

LEW  BORZAGE  has  been  upped  to  associate  pro- 
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ducer  on  all  Frank  Borzage  pictures.  Lew  has  been 
first  assistant  to  his  brother  for  many  years. 

“Mozart's  Trip  to  Prague"  has  been  added  to 
HERMAN  MILLAKOWSKY's  production  slate  and 
Frank  Wisbar  is  currently  assembling  material  for 
the  story  based  on  the  life  of  the  Austrian  com- 
poser. 

20th  Century-Fox 

HENRY  HATHAWAY  has  been  named  to  direct 
"Now  It  Can  Be  Told,"  factual  news  drama  of  war- 
time FBI  activities,  which  LOUIS  DE  ROCHEMONT 
is  currently  preparing. 

As  his  first  chore,  Producer  AUBREY  SCHENCK 
will  handle  production  reins  on  "Shock,"  a mystery 
drama,  slated  to  go  in  a couple  of  months.  His 
second  production  will  be  "Johnny  Comes  Flying 
Home." 

United  Artists 

Edward  Small  Productions  has  signed  Director 
MAX  NOSSECK  to  a term  contract.  “The  Return 
of  Monte  Cristo"  will  be  his  first  piloting  chore 
under  the  pact. 

Options 

Columbia 

Option  on  ROSS  HUNTER  picked  up. 

MARC  PLATT,  former  ballet  star,  cast  in  starring 
role  in  "Tars  and  Spars." 

JOE  BESSER  and  JINX  FALKENBURG  to  costar  in 
"Duchess  of  Broadway,"  musical,  currently  being 
scripted  by  Chris  Andros  for  Michel  Kraike,  pro- 
ducer. 

JEFF  DONNELL’s  contract  has  been  renewed  for 
another  term. 

Cast  of  "The  Gay  Senorita"  adds  THURSTON 
HALL,  ISABEL  WITHERS  and  TOMMY  COOK. 

CORINNA  MURA,  singer  and  guitarist,  signed  for 
"The  Gay  Senorita." 

Pacts  of  BOB  HAYMES  and  LESLIE  BROOKS  ex- 
tended for  another  year. 

Metro 

VERA  LEE  wins  featured  spot  in  "The  Harvey 
Girls.” 

JEAN  PORTER  joins  cast  of  "Abbott  and  Costello 
in  Hollywood." 

MABEL  PAIGE,  free  lance  actress,  to  have  spot  in 
"Dangerous  Partners." 

JUNE  ALLYSON,  GLORIA  DE  HAVEN  and  JIMMY 
DURANTE  slated  for  "Joy  of  Living,"  musical  to  be 
produced  and  directed  by  Joe  Pasternak  and  Rich- 
ard Thorpe,  respectively.  Film  will  have  a New 
York  background  with  Durante  playing  the  father  of 
the  two  girls.  Original  screenplay  being  written  by 
Richard  Connell  and  Gladys  Lehman. 

GLORIA  ALVORD,  signed  to  a long-term  pact, 
wins  dancing  spot  in  "Yolanda  and  the  Thief." 
GLADYS  COOPER  signed  to  a new  contract. 

Monogram 

CARLYLE  BLACKWELL  Jr.,  PATSY  MORAN,  I.  STAN- 
FORD JOLLEY  and  BARBARA  PEPPER  join  roster  of 
"Here  Comes  Trouble." 

Added  to  the  cast  of  "Divorce"  are  JONATHAN 
HALE,  ADDISON  RICHARDS,  PIERRE  WATKIN  and 
LOIS  AUSTIN. 

THE  CALLAHANS,  radio  cowboy  band,  signed  for 
"Springtime  in  Texas.” 

MILTON  KIBBEE,  BUD  L.  BUSTER  and  BETTY  SIN- 
CLAIR join  cast  of  "Here  Comes  Trouble." 

Paramount 

Option  lifted  on  KATINA  PAXINOU. 

SHARON  DOUGLAS,  radio  actress,  signed  for  siren 
role  in  "Our  Hearts  Were  Growing  Up.” 

With  contract  renewed,  VIRGINIA  DOFFY  handed 
part  in  "Masquerade  in  Mexico." 

OLGA  SAN  JUAN  signed  for  another  year. 

ELAINE  RILEY  handed  long-term  pact  and  fea- 
tured role  in  "You  Came  Along,"  Hal  Wallis  produc- 
tion. 11 

HELEN  WALKER  and  PHILIP  REED  inked  for  ro- 
mantic leads  in  "People  Are  Funny,"  Pine  and 
Thomas  production. 

RKO  Radio 

DICK  LONG,  high  school  student,  signed  to  a 
long-termer  by  International  Pictures  and  set  to 
debut  in  "Tomorrow  Is  Forever." 

JACK  KENNY,  WILLIAM  BEAUMAN  and  FRED 
HOUSTON  included  in  "The  Amorous  Ghost." 
Option  lifted  on  RUSSELL  WADE. 

TOM  NOONAN,  Broadway  stage  actor,  has  been 
signed  to  long-term  pact  and  slated  for  spot  in 
"George  White's  Scandals  of  1945." 

TOM  CONWAY's  option  lifted. 

ROBERT  HOMANf?  checks  into  "Man  Alive." 

20th  Century-Fox 

JANE  BALL  steps  into  cast  of  "Command  to  Em- 
bezzle," replacing  JOAN  BLONDELL  originally  set  for 
the  role. 

United  Artists 

BUTTERFLY  McQUEEN  wins  role  in  "Duel  in  the 
Sun,”  David  O.  Selznick  production. 

CONNIE  GILCHRIST  signed  by  Hunt  Stromberg 
for  part  of  Aunt  Cissie  in  "Young  Widow." 

Hunt  Stromberg  has  signed  SPRING  BYINGTON 
for  a leading  role  in  "Young  Widow,"  and  also  has 


lifted  option  on  BETTY  CALDWELL. 

WILLIAM  FARNUM  signed  by  Benedict  Bogeaus  for 
important  role  in  "Captain  Kidd." 

Universal 

BARBARA  BATES,  KATHLEEN  O'MALLEY  and  JEAN 
TRENT  check  into  “Lady  on  a Train." 

Contract  of  GEORGE  DOLENZ  has  been  renewed. 

EFFIE  IRENE  DUBUQUE  has  had  her  option  Hfted. 

GEORGE  DOLENZ,  FUZZY  KNIGHT,  LUDWIG  STOS- 
SEL,  EDWARD  S.  BROPHY,  WALTER  SANDE  and 
DONALD  MacBRIDE  inked  for  "Serenade  for  Murder." 

Warners 

ANN  GTLLIS  inked  for  "Janie  Gets  Married." 

The  CONDOS  BROTHERS,  tap  dancers,  and  the 
CHANDRA  KALEY  DANCERS,  Latin-American  group, 
have  been  inked  for  "The  Time,  the  Place  and  the 
Girl." 

DOROTHY  MALONE  assigned  featured  spot  in 
"The  Adventures  of  Don  Juan." 

FRED  KELSEY  checked  into  "Shadows  of  a 
Woman." 

Signed  for  "The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls"  are  ANN  CAR- 
TER, ISOBEL  ELSOM,  HARRY  BERNARD  and  ANITA 
BOLSTER. 

VICTOR  FRANCEN  draws  role  of  king  in  "The  Ad- 
ventures of  Don  Juan." 

Scripters 

Columbia 

ED  EARL  REPP  assigned  scripting  chore  on  "Bronco 
Busters,"  original  story  which  will  be  one  of  the 
series  costarring  Charles  Starrett  and  Smiley  Bur- 
nette. Colbert  Clark  will  produce  under  supervision 
of  Jack  Fier. 

ROBERT  LEE  JOHNSON  signed  for  scrivening  chore 
on  "When  the  Durango  Kid  Rode." 

MARTIN  FIELD  assigned  scrivening  chore  on  "The 
Callahans." 

MURIEL  BOLTON  assigned  screenplay  chore  of 
"The  Woman  in  Red." 

Metro 

Scrivening  chore  of  "Up  Goes  Maisie"  handed  to 
THELMA  WATSON. 

"Screenplay  for  "Frankie  From  Frisco"  to  be 
penned  by  ROBERT  ANDREWS. 

Monogram 

SIDNEY  SUTHERLAND  and  HARVEY  H.  GATES  are 
collaborating  on  screenplay  of  "Allotment  Wives." 

Paramount 

ABRAHAM  POLONSKY,  returned  from  European 
stint  with  Office  of  Strategic  Services,  assigned  to 
work  on  original  screenplay  with  Karl  Tunberg. 

Universal 

LYNN  ROOT  inked  for  screenplay  chore  on  "The 
Black  Angel." 

ARNOLD  PHILLIPS  signed  to  do  treatment  of 
"Hired  Husbands." 

EDMUND  JOSEPH  engaged  to  work  on  screenplay 
of  "On  Stage,  Everybody.” 

Story  Buys 

Columbia 

"The  Walls  Came  Tumbling  Down,”  mystery  novel 
by  Joe  Eisinger,  has  been  acquired  and  will  be 
adapted  for  the  screen  with  Albert  J.  Cohen  pro- 
ducing. Novel  was  selected  as  one  of  the  ten  best 
whodunits  of  the  year  by  Carolyn  Wells. 

Screen  rights  to  Paul  A.  Caselton's  "Son  of  Robin 
Hood”  have  been  acquired.  Picture,  tentatively  titled 
"Eandit  of  Sherwood  Forest,"  will  be  filmed  in 
Technicolor  with  Leonard  Picker  and  Clifford  Stan- 
forth  coproducing  and  Henry  Levin  directing. 

Metro 

"Now  That  April's  There,"  from  the  unpublished 
novel  of  the  same  name  by  Daisy  Neumann,  has 
been  purchased.  Story  deals  with  the  exDerience 
of  two  English  children  who  return  to  their  Oxford 
heme  after  spending  three  years  in  the  United  States 
to  escape  the  English  blitz. 

Paramount 

"Blaze  of  Noon,"  a half-finished  novel  by  Ernest  K. 
Gann,  has  been  purchased.  Yarn  centers  around 
period  when  the  United  States  was  developing  air 
mail  routes. 

20th  Century-Fox 

An  original  murder  mystery,  "Dark  Corner,"  by 
Lee  Rosten  has  been  purchased  for  Fred  Kohlmar's 
production  slate. 

United  Artists 

William  Cagney  Productions  has  acquired  "Lion 
in  the  Street,”  a first  novel  by  Adria  Locke  Lang- 
ley of  Santa  Monica,  riveter  in  a war  plant.  James 
Cagney  will  star  in  the  picture  tentatively  slated 
for  July  production. 

Technically 

Columbia 

WALTER  HOLSCHER  and  JERRY  PYCHA  set  as  art 
directors  on  "Song  of  Broadway"  and  "The  Gay 
Senorita,"  respectively. 

VAN  NEST  POLGLASE  assigned  as  unit  art  direc- 
tor on  "Some  Call  It  Love." 

MEL  FERRER  set  as  dialog  director  on  "Song  of 
Broadway." 

REX  BAILEY  assigned  as  first  assistant  to  Director 

(See  next  news  page) 
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Experience  shows  that  movie-taught  groups  learn  25  % to  30  % faster, 

retain  38%  more  of  what  they  are  taught. 


advertisements  by 
KODAK  testifying  to 


the  achievements  of 
the  movies  at  war 


OUR  first  big  battle  of  the  war,  the  battle  of  production,  the 
fight  to  get  out  the  goods,  is  being  fought  and  won  with 
the  help  of  industrial  training  films. 

No  finer  “teaching  films”  were  ever  made  . . . none  ever 
reached  the  screen  so  amazingly  fast . . . and  that’s  because 
so  many  are  “movie-made,”  turned  out  by  movie  folk  re- 
cruited from  every  branch  of  the  industry. 

Helping  the  new  war  worker  learn  faster  (movies  save 
25%  to  30%  of  teaching  time)  . . . helping  him  learn  better 
(movie-taught  groups  retain  38%  more  of  what  they’re 
taught)  . . . industrial  training  films  have  helped  us  to  arm 
ourselves  in  record  time. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  n.  y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
FORT  LEE  CHICAGO  HOLLYWOOD 
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PERSONNELITIES 


(From  preceding  news  page) 

A'.  Hall  for  "Some  Call  It  Love." 

GEORGE  MEEHAN  set  to  lens  “The  Bandit  of  Sher- 
wood Forest, "Technicolor  film. 

FRANZ  PLANER  will  lens  "Song  of  Broadway." 

Monogram 

WILLIAM  A.  SICKNER  signed  as  cameraman  on 
"Springtime  in  Texas." 

Paramount 

C.  C.  "BUDDY"  COLEMAN  to  be  assistant  megger 
to  George  Marshall  on  "The  Blue  Dahlia." 

Utiited  Artists 

VICTOR  STOLOFF  set  as  dialog  director  for  "Young 
Widow,"  Hunt  Stromberg  production. 

Mary  Picklord  has  signed  MAINBOCHER  to  design 
dresses  and  costumes  for  "One  Touch  of  Venus." 

Universal 

Option  exercised  on  CHARLES?  VAN  ENGER,  lens- 
man. 


Title  Change 

RKO  Radio 

THE  AMOROUS  GHOST  set  as  final  tag  for  "Man 
Alive." 


Britisher  Is  a Speaker 

LOS  ANGELES — “The  English  Motion  Pic- 
ture Industry  Since  Munich”  was  the  subject 
of  an  address  by  Robert  J.  Engler,  director 
of  Western  Electric  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Londoi 
before  the  Pacific  coast  section  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Motion  Picture  Engineers.  Jack  Den- 
nis and  Desmond  Dew,  of  the  sound  depart- 
ments of  Britain’s  Denham  and  Pinewood 
studios,  also  were  speakers.  Hollis  W.  Moyse 
was  section  chairman,  Phillip  Brigando,  pro- 
gram chairman.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
RCA  offices  in  Hollywood. 


Hollywood 
At  War 


Hollywood’s  soldiers  in  greasepaint  enter- 
tained American  troops  from  Germany  to  the 
Philippines  during  February,  with  15  volun- 
teer performers  on  USO-Camp  Shows  over- 
seas tours,  according  to  Hollywood  Victory 
Committee’s  monthly  report. 

The  first  entertainer  to  reach  the  Philip- 
pines was  Don  Barclay,  screen  comedian  and 
caricaturist,  on  a six-month,  one-man  tour. 
Barclay  was  on  Luzon,  working  among  the 
troops  storming  Manila.  Marlene  Dietrich 
continued  her  battle  line  trouping  on  the  Ger- 
man front,  and  the  Frank  McHugh-Mary 
Brian  group  returned  from  a four-month  tour 
which  took  them  into  Holland  and  Germany. 

“Arsenic  and  Lace”  in  Hawaii 

Boris  Karloff  joined  a company  of  “Arsenic 
and  Old  Lace”  in  Hawaii,  Martha  O’Driscoll 
was  reported  in  New  Caledonia,  starting  point 
for  the  Australia-New  Guinea  circuit,  and 
Charles  Butterworth  left  New  York  with  a 
dramatic  company  bound  for  overseas.  Oth- 
ers playing  the  war  fronts  were  Sam  Levene, 
heading  a Hollywood  Actors  Lab  company  of 
“Three  Men  on  a Horse,”  Herb  Locke,  actor- 
cartoonist,  Leona  Maricle  and  Pianist  Amparo 
Iturbi. 

Making  GI  hospital  tours  in  February  were 
Cary  Grant,  Kay  Kyser,  Alan  Ladd,  Wally 
Brown  and  Alan  Carney  with  Evelyn  Bell  and 
Akim  Tamiroff  and  Leonid  Kinskey. 

The  Victory  committee  record  for  the 
month  listed  1,264  artists’  appearances,  bring- 
ing the  total  since  the  war  began  to  42,727. 

Mid-March  activities  included: 

Crosby  Kids  on  a Platter 

Bing  Crosby  is  sending  in  his  widely-pub- 
licized kids  against  Frank  Sinatra  on  the 
Command  Performance  platter,  with  the  four 
junior  Crosbys  joining  a cast  of  juvenile  film 
stars  on  the  program  transcribed  for  the 
armed  forces  overseas.  The  boys,  Gary,  Den- 
nis, Philip  and  Lindsay,  were  added  to  the 
cast,  including  Roddy  McDowall,  Margaret 
O'Brien,  Peggy  Ann  Garner,  Elizabeth  Taylor 
and  Frances  Langford. 

Set  to  appear  at  the  Hollywood  Canteen  for 
a GI  Journal  overseas  program,  were  Groucho 
Marx,  Johnny  Weissmuller,  Lucille  Ball,  Con- 
nie Haines,  Verna  Felton  and  Mel  Blanc. 

Two  USO-Camp  Shows — HVC  troupes  en- 
tertained at  nearby  military  installations.  Joe 
E.  Brown  headed  a troupe  at  Torrance  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  with  Connie  Haines,  Arthur 
Herbert,  Bobby  Gilbert,  Val  Setz,  Paul  Vil- 
liard  and  Alvina  Temple.  At  Birmingham 
General  Hospital  were  Virginia  Weidler,  Sid- 
ney Miller,  Gene  Sheldon,  Lon  Quinn,  White 
and  Manning,  Earl  Brent,  Teddy  Sherman 
and  the  Meltones. 

Jeanette  MacDonald  trained  to  San  Fran- 
cisco on  a hospital  tour  in  the  Bay  area,  with 
a four-day  schedule  covering  Treasure  Island 
and  Oak  Knoll  Navy  hospitals  and  Dibble  and 
Shoemaker  Army  General  hospitals. 

In  City  Hall  Ceremony 

Eddie  Cantor,  Faye  Emerson  and  Dennis 
Morgan  were  assigned  to  join  with  Mayor 
Bowron,  Rabbi  Magnin  and  Archbishop  Cant- 
well in  a ceremony  at  Los  Angeles  city  hall 
sponsored  by  the  council  for  civic  unity.  The 
appearances,  connected  with  the  Red  Cross 
blood  donor  campaign,  featured  the  principle 
that  contributions  in  the  war  effort  recognize 
uo  boundaries  of  race  or  creed. 

A USO-Camp  Shows  troupe  entertained 
coast  guard  installations  at  Catalina  with  a 
cast  including  Chris-Pin  Martin,  Tommy 
Riley,  Alan  Reed,  the  Nillson  Twins,  Suzette, 


NEED  POPCORN? 

Don't  contract  for  your  coming  year's  requirements  until 
we  send  you  complete  details  on  our 

HYBRID 

SUPER-POP 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  VARIETY 

America's  Finest  Tasting  Popcorn 

IT  WILL  OUT-POP  ANY  CORN 
YOU  HAVE  EVER  USED 


Tests  Prove  From  $10.00  to  $14.00 
A Bag  Better  Popping  Returns 
For  You 


YOU  WILL  DEAL  DIRECTLY 
WITH  US  AND  THE  GROWER, 
WHICH  WILL  GUARANTEE  DE- 
LIVERY STARTING  AROUND 
SEPTEMBER  1,  1945. 


FIFTY  BAGS  UP  TO  AS  MANY 
CARS  AS  YOU  MAY  REQUIRE. 
CAR  SHIPMENT  WILL  BE  SUB- 
JECT TO  YOUR  INSPECTION. 


We  are  the  exclusive  distributors  in  the 
United  States  for  this  SUPER-HYBRID 
variety  of  Popcorn  and  will  take 
care  of  whatever  your  re- 
quirements may  be. 

Watch  This  Paper  lor  Further  Announcements . 

or  Write: 

POPPER’S  SUPPLY  CO.  POPPER’S  SUPPLY  CO 


Harry  Taylor,  Mgr. 
2015  S.  Vermont, 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


116  W.  18th  St., 
Tel.  HArrison  7941 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Bank  References  if  Desired 
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Rodney  Bell,  Bunny  Hall  and  Dorita. 

Set  by  HVC  to  aid  in  recruiting  medical 
Wacs  for  “Patton’s  Platoon,”  Johnny  Mercer 
and  Dennis  Morgan  appeared  with  the  Santa 
Ana  army  air  base  band  at  Pasadena  Civic 
Auditorium.  The  Pasadena  rally  was  set  up 
by  the  war  department  as  the  key  event  in 
a drive  to  enroll  women  in  a Wac  group 
sponsored  by  Gen.  George  Patton. 

A USO-Camp  Shows  troupe  headed  by 
Danny  Thomas  opened  a three-day  stand  at 
San  Diego  naval  installations.  In  the  com- 
pany, scheduled  to  play  seven  spots,  were  Kim 
Kimberly,  Rodney  Bell,  the  Towne  sisters, 
Billy  Boland  and  Martha  Green.  Set  for  the 
naval  technical  center  at  Inyokern  and 
Merced  army  air  base  were  Eddie  Garp,  Tom- 
my Riley,  Jeanie  Durelle,  Darlene  Garner  and 
Ruth  Fox. 

Girl  Ushers  Under  18 
Now  Lawful  in  Utah 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Theatre  owners  of 
Utah  thanked  the  26th  legislature,  which 
closed  March  11,  for  one  act.  The  legislators 
amended  the  state  child  labor  law  to  allow 
girls  under  18  to  usher  in  theatres. 

Previously,  the  code  forbade  girls  under  18 
from  working  in  hotels,  restaurants  or  the- 
atres. Since  the  manpower  situation  became 
tight,  local  theatre  owners  have  been  em- 
ploying younger  girls,  for  the  law  has  not 
been  strictly  enforced.  The  amendment  to 
the  state  code  was  introduced  by  Sen.  Ward 
C.  Holbrook  of  Bountiful  and  signed  by  Gov. 
Herbert  B.  Maw.  It  is  a “duration”  law  only, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  war  restrictions  against 
girls  under  18  are  expected  to  be  applied 
again. 

With  other  Utah  businesses,  theatre  opera- 
tors and  owners,  however,  face  a higher  school 
tax  on  their  real  property  because  of  one 
bill  passed  by  the  legislature.  The  new  tax 
law  increases  the  ceilings  on  taxes  which  may 
be  levied  by  school  districts.  Introduced  by 
Sen.  Stanley  Child  and  others,  the  act  al- 
lows an  increase  in  ceilings  by  four  mills, 
from  12  to  16,  in  Salt  Lake  City;  by  six  mills 
in  second  class  cities  such  as  Provo,  Ogden 
and  Logan,  and  by  from  two  to  four  mills  in 
county  districts. 

Ennis  to  Salt  Lake,  Lind 
To  Billings  for  M-G-M 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — In  a switch  in  the 
M-G-M  setup  in  the  Salt  Lake-Montana 
area,  Stanley  Ennis,  Montana  salesman  for 
the  company,  has  been  transferred  to  Utah, 
with  headquarters  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Carl 
Lind,  who  has  been  in  the  Salt  Lake  office 
for  several  years,  moves  to  Montana,  with 
headquarters  in  Billings. 

Ernest  Van  Pelt,  M-G-M  exploiteer  in  the 
intermountain  area,  has  returned  from  New 
York  where  he  conferred  with  company 
officials  at  one  of  a series  of  meetings  the 
studio  is  holding  with  firm  representatives. 

Broidy  to  Washington 
For  Raw  Stock  Parley 

LOS  ANGELES — Steve  Broidy,  Monogram 
vice-president  and  general  sales  manager, 
left  for  Washington  where  he  will  attend 
the  meeting  of  War  Production  Board  ad- 
visory committee  for  motion  picture  indus- 
try, called  to  discuss  the  current  raw  stock 
situation.  Following  the  meeting  Broidy  was 
to  proceed  to  New  York,  returning  to  the 
studio  in  about  two  weeks. 


Long  Beach  Gets  New  Sound  System 

LONG  BEACH,  CALIF. — Installation  of  a 
new  RCA  sound  system,  long  delayed  by  ma- 
terial shortages,  has  been  completed  at  the 
Sunset  Theatre. 


Ill  DEALISTICALLY  Utopian  and  definitely 
J|[  impractical  was  the  first  reaction  to  the 
proposal  made  to  Hollywood  by  Robert 
Riskin,  erstwhile  producer  and  now  chief  of 
the  overseas  film  division  of  the  Office  of  War 
Information. 

Riskin,  while  here  on  one  of  his  periodical 
visits,  suggested  to  the  studio  heads  that  they 
organize  an  endowed,  nonprofit  company 
whose  postwar  function  would  be  to  take  over 
one  phase  of  the  work  now  being  done  by 
OWI.  The  all-industry  company  would  make 
and  distribute  a series  of  films  designed  to  sell 
America  and  the  American  way  of  life  to  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Such  subjects  would  be  ex- 
hibited largely  by  nontheatrical  agencies  and 
without  charge  to  the  auditors. 

The  impractical  facets  of  the  suggestion 
are  too  obvious  and  too  numerous  to  warrant 
listing  herein.  And,  it  quickly  developed,  the 
Riskin  proposal  has  controversial  political  and 
international  ramifications  in  the  opinion  of 
one  school  of  Hollywood  thought.  Such  view 
was  set  forth  in  a letter  addressed  to  OWI- 
man  Riskin  by  Lester  Cowan,  United  Artist 
producer. 

After  devoting  several  paragraphs  to  the 
infeasibility  of  the  plan,  Cowan  declared: 

“Seriously,  I believe  discussion  of  your  pro- 
posal can  have  a good  effect.  It  will  cause 
us  to  re-examine  the  history  of  our  industry 
and  to  be  reminded  of  some  of  the  reasons 
for  its  world-wide  success.  In  proposing  this 
new  agency,  I assume  that  you  are  dissatis- 
fied with  the  job  our  industry  has  done  in 
making  America  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
know  each  other  and  better  understand  each 
other.  I agree  with  you.  Had  we  and  others 
done  a better  job  we  might  have  helped  pre- 
vent this  war.  We  must  do  a better  job  in 
the  future.  We  must  make  better  pictures, 
with  more  truth  and  with  more  courage  and 
vision  in  their  making. 

“To  handicap  our  industry  by  imposing  a 
stigma  of  propaganda  or  political  control,  is 
the  surest  way  of  destroying  it.  Certainly, 
we  cannot  help  world  unity  by  setting  up  an 
agency  to  convince  other  peoples  that  we  are 
better  than  they.  The  Germans  didn’t  do  so 
well  when  they  marched  into  Belgium,  Nor- 
way, Holland  and  France  with  films  extolling 
the  virtues  of  their  character  and  their 
power.” 

In  view  of  which,  and  considering  the  film 
capital’s  treatment  of  most  cooperative  sug- 
gestions and  ventures,  it  seems  a reasonable 
assumption  that  the  Riskin  proposal  will  die 
aborning. 


A Washington  news  item  reveals  that  Lana 
Turner,  in  the  capital  for  personal  appear- 
ances, lunched  and  posed  for  photographs 
with  Vice-President  Harry  S.  Truman,  Fleet 
Admiral  Ernest  J.  King  and  several  senators, 
who,  resultantly,  were  late  in  reporting  to 
hear  a speech  on  foreign  policy: 

’Twas  Helen’s  face  that  launched  the  ships 
One  thousand  they  did  number. 

While  Cleo’s  oomph  an’  swivel  hips 
Brought  forth  Mark  Anthony’s  umber. 

But  Filmdom’s  Lana  used  other  bait 
And  went  them  all  one  better. 

She  slowed  our  might  ship  of  state 
With  nothing  but  a sweater. 


Paramount  has  purchased  “A  Tale  of  Two 
Cafes,”  a short  story  by  Anthony  Gibbs.  Louis 
Harris  has  been  assigned  to  produce  the  sub- 
ject, which  deals  with  the  rivalry  between 
two  cafes. 

Theatregoers  probably  would  be  more  in- 
terested in  the  tale  of  one  steak. 


Jack  Lannan  of  BKO  Radio’s  special  ef- 
fects department  has  accepted  an  invitation 
to  speak  on  “Blowing  Up  the  Movies”  at  the 
University  of  California  in  Berkeley  on  May 
21,  according  to  word  from  Perry  Lieber. 

Which  invitation  is  considerable  of  a slight 
to  Praise  Pundit  Lieber  who  has  been  doing  a 
Herculean  job  for  lo!  these  many  years  trying 
to  blow  up  RKO  Radio’s  li’l  numbers. 


Alex  Evelove  broadcast  this  morsel: 

“Professor  Nelson  Esteges  of  University  of 
California  has  notified  Warner  Bros,  that  the 
debut  of  Lauren  Bacall  has  introduced  a new 
word  into  Brazil’s  national  vocabulary.  Beau- 
tiful ladies  are  referred  to  in  Brazil  as  ‘Ba- 
calls.’ ” 

The  item  would  be  more  believable  if  it 
informed  of  the  introduction  of  a new  word 
into  the  Eskimo’s  vocabulary:  “Wolves  are 
referred  to  in  Alaska  as  ‘Flynns.’  ” 


Reportedly  Ciro’s,  swank  strip  nitery,  has 
a unique  method  of  warning  revelers  of  the 
approaching  midnight  closing.  As  the  cur- 
few hour  draws  near,  the  orchestra  plays 
“taps.” 

Customers  understandably  might  be  con- 
fused, believing  that  the  call  is  being  sounded 
for  their  bankrolls  as  the  waiters  present  the 
checks. 


On  several  occasions  this  space  has  referred 
to  Bernie  Kamins  as  the  bashful  boy  blurber. 
A revision  is  now  indicated:  Bernie,  the 
bungling  boy  blurber. 

About  once  a year,  it  becomes  Kamins’ 
duty,  as  publicist  for  United  Artists  Producer 
Charles  R.  Rogers,  to  stage  a press  preview. 
Such  was  the  case  recently  when  the  current 
Rogers  opus,  “Delightfully  Dangerous,”  was 
ready  to  debut  for  the  reaction,  if  not  edifi- 
cation, of  Hollywood  film  reviewers. 

Chosen  for  the  preview  was  the  sleeper 
jump  Westwood  Village  theatre,  round  trip 
to  which  burns  up  a good  half  of  an  A gas 
ticket.  No  transportation  was  provided.  The 
letters  of  invitation,  over  Rogers’  signature, 
specified  an  8:20  o’clock  start  for  the  screen- 
ing. It  was  exactly  8:40  when  the  picture 
started.  Activated  by  the  archaic  idea  that 
an  alleged  fun-and-tune  film  needs  the 
exuberance  of  an  audience  so  that  critics 
will  appreciate  its  appeal,  a Friday  night 
Village  attendance  was  chosen,  than  which 
nothing  can  be  more  annoying.  The  bobby 
sockers  and  their  adolescent  escorts  treated 
the  picture  to  a constant  and  characteristic 
barrage  of  catcalls,  derisive  laughter  and  ap- 
plause and  alleged  wisecracks,  thereby  drown- 
ing much  of  the  film’s  dialog. 

Outside  of  which  it  was  a well-staged  pre- 
view. And  is  it  any  wonder  that  the  reviews 
of  the  picture  had  the  temperature  of  dry  ice? 
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pire  did  $175,000  damage  to  the  Egyptian 
Theatre,  Scottsbluff,  Neb.,  practically  de- 
stroying the  building,  the  only  things  saved 
being  the  booth  and  the  front  of  the  house. 
The  theatre,  owned  by  W.  H.  Ostenberg  and 
operated  as  a unit  of  Gibralter  Enterprises, 
will  be  rebuilt  as  soon  as  possible.  No  film 
was  burned.  The  house  had  1,016  seats. 

Another  fire,  which  broke  out  at  night  in 
a building  owned  by  Thomas  Love  at  Hanna, 
Wyo.,  damaged  his  theatre  with  smolae  and 
water.  The  damage,  placed  at  about  $20,000, 
destroyed  the  half  of  the  building  occupied 
by  a bowling  alley,  bar  and  soda  fountain, 
with  all  soda  fountain  machinery,  in  the 
basement,  also  destroyed.  Love  was  forced  to 
cancel  only  a show  or  two,  putting  elec- 
tricians to  work  immediately  after  the  fire 
on  emergency  repairs,  with  other  repairs  to 
be  made  later. 

The  Denver  Theatre,  with  2,525  seats,  was 
packed  to  capacity  three  mornings  when 
Tom  Breneman  and  his  Breakfast  in  Holly- 
wood gang  put  on  their  show  and  broad- 
cast over  KVOD  and  the  Blue  network.  The 
occasion  was  the  opening  of  the  Red  Cross 
drive  in  Denver.  Harry  Huffman,  in  charge 
of  publicity  for  Denver  and  a member  of 
the  general  committee,  handled  arrangements. 
Head  of  the  committee  is  Frank  H.  “Rick” 
Ricketson  jr.  of  Fox  Intermountain.  Other 
theatre  men  on  the  committee:  A.  P.  Archer, 


Civic  Theatres  partner;  Ted  Halmi,  Or- 
pheum  publicity  director;  Ross  McCausland, 
Telenews  manager;  Ralph  Batschelet,  Para- 
mount manager,  and  Alberts  Pike,  Fox  pub- 
licity director. 

Mike  Roth,  Broadway  manager,  held  an 
art  exhibit  in  his  Fond  Memory  Room  at  the 
theatre,  and  the  artist  was  John  Ford,  well 
known  to  theatre  men,  and  manager  of  Elec- 
trical Products  Consolidated.  Roth  is  using 
request  cards  in  order  to  show  some  of  the 
films  that  enough  patrons  request. 

Charles  Gilmour,  president  of  Gibralter 
Enterprises,  took  a vacation  at  Tucson,  Ariz., 
with  these  theatre  men,  all  affiliated  with 
Gibralter:  Ed  Schulte  and  Clarence  Chidley, 
Casper,  Wyo.;  Tom  Murphy,  Raton,  N.  M., 
and  Ed  Ward,  Silver  City,  N.  M. 


Case  Is  Dismissed 

LOS  ANGELES — Dismissal  by  stipulation 
closed  the  Century  Theatre  case  in  which 
Sidney  Pink  and  Joseph  Moritz,  the  owners, 
had  filed  a complaint  against  Loew’s,  Vita- 
graph,  Paramount,  RKO  and  20th-Fox,  al- 
leging unfair  clearance  being  granted  the 
Manchester  Theatre.  Pink  and  Moritz  re- 
cently had  withdrawn  their  action,  which  had 
been  pending  before  the  local  AAA  since 
1942  when  they  sold  the  Century  to  the  South- 
side  circuit. 


'Fighting  Lady'  Breaks 
Salt  Lake  Precedent 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — In  a precedent-shat- 
tering move,  “The  Fighting  Lady”  was  trans- 
ferred from  a first-week  showing  at  the  Utah 
Theatre  to  feature  billing  at  the  Studio. 

The  documentary  film,  which  shared  the 
bill  with  “Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier”  while 
at  the  Utah,  won  acclaim  from  record  crowds, 
according  to  Charles  Pincus,  Utah  manager. 
The  Intermountain  Theatre  management  de- 
cided to  break  precedent  and  give  the  service 
picture  main  billing,  with  a cartoon,  news- 
reel and  comedy  on  the  film  menu. 

After  a few  weeks  delay  in  landing  in  some 
theatre,  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  finally  has 
been  booked  for  showing  at  the  Centre,  March 
23.  Ernest  van  Pelt,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  said 
a heavy  advertising  campaign  has  been 
planned  for  the  film. 

Increased  theatre  business  in  the  Salt  Lake- 
Provo-Ogden  region  has  brought  a corre- 
sponding boost  to  the  advertising  revenue  of 
newspapers  in  those  cities.  According  to  Leo 
H.  Young,  assistant  advertising  manager  for 
the  Deseret  News,  one  of  Salt  Lake’s  two 
afternoon  papers,  revenue  now  is  almost  up 
to  the  high  level  of  five  years  ago,  and  has 
shown  a sizeable  increase  over  last  year. 

Advertising  heads  of  Salt  Lake  City  Trib- 
une-Telegram, Ogden  Standard-Examiner 
and  Provo  Herald,  report  “good  increases” 
in  advertising  revenue  from  theatres,  with 
both  national  and  local  accounts  jumping. 
In  addition,  theatre  and  studio  advertising 
managers  report  increased  use  of  the  radio 
to  publicize  pictures. 

Ed  Goldman  Among  Those 
From  Jap  Prison  Camps 

LOS  ANGELES — Among  the  Americans  re- 
leased from  the  Los  Banos  prison  camp  was 
Edmund  Goldman,  Columbia  Pictures  mana- 
ger in  the  Philippines,  who  will  be  returned 
to  the  U.S.  immediately,  according  tpsji;a; 
cable  received  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Lore  Gtrtd'- 
man  of  Los  Angeles,  from  the  provost  mar- 
shal’s office.  Goldman,  just  prior  to  the  war 
with  Japan,  had  returned  to  Manila  from  a 
Hollywood  vacation  and  was  to  have  been 
rejoined  by  his  family,  but  Pearl  Harbor  and 
its  aftermath  prevented.  After  his  imprison- 
ment by  the  Japanese,  no  direct  word  was 
received  from  him,  his  family’s  only  news 
being  inclusion  of  his  name  in  a Red  Cross 
list  of  some  1,400  internees. 

The  C.  A.  Orrs  Celebrate 
30  Years  at  Theatre 

GRACE,  IDAHO— Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Orr 
this  week  celebrated  their  30th  year  in  show 
business.  They  invited  one  and  all  to  the 
Opera  House.  It  was  “on  £he  house,”  and  a 
special  film  program  was  given. 

Orr  was  publicity  chairman  for  his  section 
of  Idaho  during  the  Sixth  War  Loan.  He 
says  he’s  entering  on  the  fourth  decade  in 
the  picture  business  with  every  confidence 
in  the  future  of  the  industry. 


Marines  Land  Theatre 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.— The  new  ma- 
rine barracks  theatre,  formally  opened  re- 
cently with  “Here  Come  the  WAVES,”  now 
is  offering  two  shows  nightly  free  to  ma- 
rines and  guests.  T/Sgt.  Howard  Case  has 
been  in  Portland  booking  films.  The  house 
seats  1,020  and  has  a large  stage,  dressing 
rooms  and  orchestra  pit. 


Olmstead  Takes  Over  at  Parker,  Ariz. 

PARKER,  ARIZ. — Ray  D.  Olmstead  has 
purchased  the  300-seat  motion  picture  theatre 
here  from  Lieut.  Earl  J.  Brothers. 


OA  You  lucwCduietifos! 

'Here’s  a Sax-OUcce,  bonanza- 

TNE  SURPRIZE  MONEY  SHOW  OF  ’ 45 


DANNY 


"The 

BIRTH  of 
A STAR 


COMMERCIAL  FILM  EXCHANGE 
2044  Broadway  (Nat  Wolfe) 
Denver  2,  Colo. 

ASTOR  PICTURES  (F.  L.  Patterson) 
247  Golden  Gate  Ave., 

San  Francisco  2,  Calif. 


ASTOR  PICTURES  (Sam  Decker) 

1968  S.  Vermont  Ave., 

Los  Angeles  7,  Calif. 

STAR  FILM  EXCHANGE  (lack  Kloepper) 
925  N.  W.  19th  Ave., 

Portland  9,  Ore. 
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"Utah"  Bows  to  World 
At  Salt  Lake  Lyric 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — A gala  world  premiere 
showing  of  Republic’s  “Utah”  was  scheduled 
for  March  17  at  the  Lyric  Theatre  here. 

One  of  several  recent  pictures  utilizing  the 
colorful  scenery  of  southern  Utah  for  film  pur- 
poses, the  picture  shows  parts  of  Bryce  Can- 
yon, Cedar  Breaks  and  Zion  Canyon  Na- 
tional Park.  It  also  features  several  western 
songs,  including  “Utah  Trail,”  and  stars  Roy 
Roger's,  “Gabby”  Hayes  and  Dale  Evans. 

Utah’s  Gov.  Herbert  B.  Maw,  Salt  Lake’s 
Mayor  Earl  J.  Glade,  members  of  the  Salt 
Lake  City  .Commission  and  other  state  and 
city  officials  were  invited  to  the  premiere. 
Jerry  Ross,  manager  of  the  Lyric,  planned 
a novel  front  display,  replete  with  search- 
lights and  Utah  scenery  pictures.  Arrange- 
ments for  the  Salt  Lake  premiere  were  made 
by  J.  T.  Sheffield  and  Hal  Fuller  of  Sheffield 
Republic  exchange. 


El  Raton,  N.  M.,  House  Redecorated 
EL  RATON,  N.  M. — Once  a Spanish  type 
showhouse  and  now  streamlined  and  mod- 
ernistic, the  El  Raton  Theatre  has  re- 
opened after  complete  redecoration  and  in- 
stallation of  a new  screen  and  lighting  effects. 


LOS  MGELES 

eorge  Smith,  Paramount’s  western  di- 
^ vision  sales  manager,  was  here  from  New 
York  for  a week’s  tour  around  the  studio  and 
exchange.  A1  Wilkie,  the  company’s  pub- 
licity manager,  is  due  here  March  19  . . . 
Visiting  from  San  Francisco  were  Charles  H. 
Rose  and  Pat  Patterson,  both  of  Astor  Pic- 
tures. 

Frank  Tillman's  Aztec  Theatre  in  Calexico 
is  in  the  process  of  being  enlarged — 65  feet 
will  be  added  to  the  building  as  well  as  400 
new  seats. 1 

The  Glenn  Harpers  trained  in  from  New 
York  where  they  purchased  the  latest  in 
equipment  for  their  planned  new  showcase  in 
Fontana  ...  Charlie  Nece,  PRC  salesman, 
and  associated  with  the  industry  for  many 
years,  bowed  out  to  enter  the  metal  busi- 
ness as  local  salesmen  for  Affiliated  Metal 
Co.  . . . On  the  Row:  Ike  Colton,  Castle  The- 
atre, Los  Angeles. 

Cresson  Smith,  newly-signed  as  district 
sales  manager  for  the  western  states  by 
Vanguard  Films,  Inc.,  arrived  for  confer- 
ences with  Daniel  T.  O’Shea  and  E.  L.  Scan- 
lon, the  company’s  president  and  vice-presi- 
dent, respectively. 

The  Norman  Skirbels  (he’s  head  shipper 
for  National  Screen’s  local  office)  are  parents 
of  a seven-pound  boy  born  at  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital. 

Arthur  Unger,  San  Francisco  manager  of 
Corn  Poppers  Supply  Co.,  visited  here  with 
Harry  Taylor  of  the  local  office  . . . Off  to 
the  Bay  City  on  business  was  Lou  Goldstein, 
local  manager  for  Special  Attractions  ex- 
change. - 

A sales  meeting  to  include  representatives 
from  San  Francisco,  Salt  Lake  City  and 
Denver  and  slated  for  March  23,  was  called 
by  Henry  Herbel,  Warners’  western  district 
sales  manager. 

Celebrating  completion  of  Popular  Pictures’ 
“Ten  Little  Indians,”  Harry  M.  Popkin,  local 
theatre  owner  and  the  film’s  producer,  hosted 
those  connected  with  the  making  of  the  pic- 
ture at  a party  held  at  a Goldwyn  studio 
sound  stage. 


WESTERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Elaine  S.  George  of 
Condon,  Ore.,  had  her 
first  taste  of  show 
business  when,  at  the 
age  of  11,  during  her 
mother’s  illness,  her 
father  let  her  sell 
tickets.  At  the  time 
her  parents  were  man- 
aging the  Heppner 
Theatre,  later  purchas- 
ing it  in  1921.  Mrs. 
George  now  operates 
the  Star,  Heppner;  the 
Liberty  in  Condon,  and  the  Kinzua  in  Kinzua. 
She  has  been  deputy  sheriff  of  William 
County  and  was  formerly  a director  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  When  her  theatres 
can  spare  her,  Mrs.  George  indulges  her  hob- 
bies of  book  and  figurine  collecting. 


The  film  indoctrina- 
tion of  Edwin  C.  Van 
Fradehburg,  Manassa, 
Colo.,  began  in  1920. 
It  was  then  he  oper- 
ated a motion  picture 
theatre  as  a hobby, 
later  developing  the 
house  into  a profit- 
able business.  Owner 
of  the  Valley  Theatre 
there,  Van  Fraden- 
burg  is  an  executive 
officer  of  the  Bank  of 
Manassa,  and  has  been  associated  with  it 
since  1918.  Past  master  of  the  Masons,  he  is 
also  an  expert  trout  fisherman.  He  has  two 
children,  Monell,  a lieutenant  in  the  in- 
fantry, U.S.  army,  now  serving  overseas,  and 
Jean,  attending  the  University  of  Colorado. 


Born  and  reared  in  the 
legitimate  theatre, 

Glenn  Harper  since 
1915  has  been  in  the 
film  business.  Today 
he  is  owner  of  the 
Fontana  and  Corona 
theatres  in  Corona, 

Calif.  For  the  past  12 
years  he  has  been  sec- 
retary of  MPTO  of 
southern  California 
and  is  vice-president, 
director  and  co-organ- 
izer of  the  MPTO  of  America.  In  1932  he 
was  president  of  the  Corona  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  has  three  sons,  two  of  them 
commissioned  in  the  armed  forces,  the  third 
a theatre  manager.  Harper  is  a member  of 
the  Masons,  Elks  and  Rotary. 


A down  payment  of 
$12  on  a $150  invest- 
ment, consisting  of  an 
Edison  machine, 
phonograph  and  an 
old  building,  called  the 
Tremont  Theatre,  was 
Claude  H.  Smith’s  be- 
ginning in  the  city 
of  Portland.  After 
two  years  there,  he 
moved  to  Gresham, 

Ore.,  to  open  the 
Gresham.  Selling  out 
seven  years  later,  Smith  associated  with 
G.  W.  Whittington  and  bought  several  thea- 
tres in  Bend,  Ore.,  later  consolidating  with 
the  Capitol  there.  Again  selling  his  interests, 
he  bought  the  Coliseum  and  Castle  theatres 
in  Tillamook.  His  hobby  is  exploitation. 


R.  E.  Archibald,  Coro- 
nado, Calif.,  broke  into 
the  industry  in  1924  in 
Pocatello,  Idaho,  via 
a firm  owned  by  his 
father  and  father’s 
partner,  R.  D.  Car- 
rothers.  On  the  death 
of  his  father  in  1928, 
Archibald  went  into 
partnership  with  Car- 
rothers  operating  the 
Orpheum  and  Strand 
theatres  there.  Since 
that  time,  he  has  operated  theatres  in  Mon- 
tana and  California.  Located  in  Coronado 
since  1932,  owner  of  the  Coronado  in  partner- 
ship with  Carrothers,  Archibald  is  alternate 
director  of  the  ITO  of  So.  Calif.,  chairman  of 
the  WAC,  a Mason  and  a Rotary  member. 

Starting  in  1910  with 
Sells  - Floto  Circus, 
when  airdomes  were 
operating,  Harry  L. 

Nace  from  there 
branched  out  into  his 
own  business.  Now 
operating  21  houses 
throughout  Arizona,  he 
still  owns  the  Orpheum 
Theatre  building  in 
Phoenix.  Arizona  state 
chairman  of  the  War 
Activities  Committee 
and  a member  of  the  Variety  Club  and 
Pioneer  Showmen,  he  is  interested  in  charac- 
ter building  activities  for  youth  welfare.  He 
is  a Shriner,  a member  of  the  Elks,  and  a 
great  participator  in  sports.  A son,  Henry  jr., 
is  assistant  general  manager  for  his  father. 


Prior  to  his  entrance 
into  the  industry  in 
1920,  Arnold  Schaak  of 
California  was  in  the 
printing  business.  De- 
ciding to  try  his  luck 
in  the  then  new  field, 
he  purchased  a thea- 
tre in  Chicago,  and 
operated  it  there  for 
quite  a few  years,  later 
moving  to  Los  Angeles. 
Owner  of  the  Ramona 
and  Holly  there, 
Schaak  is  also  in  partnership  with  the  Fox 
West  Coast  Theatres,  operating  three  houses 
in  Long  Beach.  A member  of  the  Southern 
California  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masons.  He  has  two  chil- 
dren. 

Management  of  a the- 
atre in  a small  town 
in  Idaho  in  1911,  was 
S.  B.  Steck’s  first  step 
in  the  business.  Two  ' 
years  later  he  became 
the  owner  of  the  Ly- 
ceum in  Ogden.  He  j 
added  two  theatres,  j 
the  Rex  and  Cozy,  in 
the  next  two  years.  , 

Steck  sold  the  Cozy  in  , 

1924  and  operated  the  £ 

Rex  until  1934.  Mov- 
ing to  Los  Angeles,  he  took  over  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Adams  Theatre  there  in  1928.  He 
is  director  and  treasurer  of  the  ITO  of 
Southern  California.  Before  the  war  he  en- 
joyed motoring  over  the  country,  both  for 
business  and  pleasure. 
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Suit  Avers  Fox  Stymied 
Blumenfeld  Expansion 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

LOS  ANGELES — In  the  opinion  of  a Los 
Angeles  real  estate  broker,  there  has  been 
dirty  work  at  the  crossroads,  which  alleged 
skulduggery  has  apparently  stymied,  for  the 
time  being  at  least,  the  invasion  of  the 
southland  by  the  powerful  northern  Cali- 
fornia Blumenfeld  circuit. 

Some  weeks  ago  it  was  announced  that 
Joseph  Blumenfeld,  chief  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco exhibition  enterprises,  was  closing  a 
deal  with  Harry  M.  Popkin  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  latter’s  local  Pan-Pacific  and  Vogue 
theatres.  Such  projected  sale  was  generally 
heralded  by  the  trade  press  as  the  kickoff 
for  extensive  infiltration  of  this  territory  by 
the  northern  interests. 

Producing  Company  Formed 

Subsequently,  Popkin  entered  the  produc- 
tion field.  He  organized  and  was  installed  as 
head  of  a company  called  Popular  Pictures, 
which  acquired  film  rights  to  the  feature, 
“Ten  Little  Indians,”  which  property  had 
been  kicked  around  the  Hollywood  horizon 
for  some  time.  After  much  conjecture  and 
reported  uncertainty  as  to  whom  would  dis- 
tribute the  film,  it  was  finally  and  definitely 
announced  that  Popular  would  make  the  pic- 
ture for  20th-Fox  release. 

Now  comes  Realtor  Sims  with  a damage 
suit  seeking  to  recover  from  Exhibitor-Pro- 
ducer Popkin  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

Sims’  complaint  avers  that  20th-Fox  and 
Fox  West  Coast  Theatres  had  offered  certain 
valuable  considerations  to  Popkin  which  had 
influenced  him  in  changing  his  mind  about 
selling  his  show  houses  to  Blumenfeld. 

Says  Popkin  Induced  to  Change 

Sims  claims  that  he  had  entered  into  a 
written  agreement  with  Popkin  whereby  he 
was  to  receive  $10,000  at  the  rate  of  $400  per 
month  for  his  services  in  the  sale  of  the  two 
local  theatres  which  were  to  be  sold  to  Blu- 
menfeld for  $110,000,  and  that  when  sale 
option  came  up  on  January  5,  Popkin  backed 
down  because  of  alleged  inducements  by  the 
theatre  circuit  and  producing  company. 

Sims’  actions  was  filed  by  Charles  J.  Katz, 
of  the  law  firm  of  Katz,  Gallagher  & Mar- 
golis. 

Whether  or  not  Blumenfelds’  interest  in 
the  Sims  suit  is  anything  more  than  ob- 
jective and  whether  he  will  look  elsewhere 
to  acquire  local  properties  as  the  nucleus 
for  the  Los  Angeles  chain  he  is  reportedly 
considering,  is  a matter  for  conjecture. 

Boise  Manager  Inducted, 
His  Wife  Takes  Over 

BOISE,  IDAHO — Charles  Alderson,  mana- 
ger of  the  Pinney  Theatre,  an  Intermountain 
house  in  Boise,  has  been  inducted  into  the 
service,  but  managership  of  the  theatre  re- 
mains in  the  family. 

Tracy  Barham,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Intermountain  Theatres,  an- 
nounced that  Mrs.  Alderson  has  succeeded 
her  husband  as  manager  of  the  theatre. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


r\on  Brown,  who  has  been  manager  of  the 
^ State  Theatre  in  Bernicia  the  last  three 
years,  has  moved  to  Los  Gatos  to  be  manager 
of  the  Los  Gatos  Theatre,  replacing  William 
Mason  who  left  for  the  armed  services. 

Gregory  Vitiach,  a San  Franciscan  with 
positive  ideas,  has  publicly  offered  a solicitor 
to  the  complaints  that  the  midnight  curfew 
order  deprives  service  men  of  a place  to  sleep 
by  closing  the  all-night  theatres.  “Let  these 
guys  go  right  ahead  and  keep  their  places 
open  all  night  as  usual,”  he  proposes.  “Let 
them  charge  a dime  or  even  two-bits  a seat 
for  service  men  only.  Don’t  show  any  pic- 
tures; hire  a couple  of  special  policemen  to 
patrol  the  place  and  go  right  ahead  servicing 
the  service  men  with  sleeping  quarters.” 

G.  R.  Moore,  operator  of  the  Suisun  and 
Solano  theatres  the  last  six  years,  has  pur- 
chased a theatre  building  in  Fairfield  to 
be  remodeled  after  the  war.  The  price  was 
$22,000. 

County  Controller  Thomas  J.  Kane,  54,  for- 
mer manager  of  theatres  in  Burlingame,  San 
Mateo  and  Redwood  City,  died  here  recently 
. . . The  12  o’clock  curfew  hit  Market  St. 
hard  but  except  for  the  all-night  houses,  the 
theatres  continue  to  pack  them  in.  The  crowds 
come  early  and  leave  early.  The  United  Art- 
ists and  Orpheum  open  their  doors  at  9:45 
a.  m.  now. 

Row  Ramblings:  Helen  Wabbe,  Golden  Gate 
Theatre  publicity  gal,  states  that  she  was 
interviewed  recently  on  a local  radio  station 
but  even  she  didn’t  listen.  Then  La  Wabbe 
adds  pronto,  “it  was  a transcription.” 

Harrie  S.  Everett,  largest  theatre  chain 
owner  in  the  Philippines,  was  among  those 
released  from  San  Tomas  prison  camp.  Law- 
rence Freida,  associate  director  of  the  film, 
“Mark  of  Zoro,”  and  his  family  also  have 
been  released  recently  by  Americans  in  the 
Philippines. 

The  veterans  from  Bataan  are  being  wel- 
comed with  open  arms  by  all  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. The  theatre  men  are  providing  free 
entrance  to  all  theatres.  The  Green  Street 
Music  Hall  opened  its  door  to  over  300,  of- 
fering the  hilarious  old-time  melodrama,  “Ten 
Nights  in  a Barroom.”  Stage  acts  and  free 
refreshments  were  included. 

Rotus  Harvey,  H.  Ebenstein,  Eric  Wilson, 
Barney  Rose,  I.  Ackerman,  A1  Grubstick,  Bob 
McNeil,  Robert  Lippert  and  Ken  Daily  are 
among  the  many  theatre  men  who  find  the 
food  at  the  Bay  City  Grill  excellent,  not  to 
mention  the  company. 

Ella  Weston,  former  booker  for  vaudeville 
acts  for  Ackerman,  Harris,  Loew’s  and  many 
other  theatrical  circuits,  died  recently.  The 
last  few  years  she  operated  her  own  the- 
atrical agency. 


If  You  Need  It  — We'll  Make  It! 

WESTERN  THEATRICAL 

Equipment  Company 

222  Golden  Gate  Ave.  San  Francisco  2 

Phone:  Tuxedo  4484 


Things  Worth  Remembering:  The  crowds 
jamming  the  streets  to  see  “A  Tree  Grows 
in  Brooklyn”  and  the  popcorn  eating  and 
paper  rustling  audiences.  Mention  should  be 
given  to  the  excellent  way  the  Warfield  The- 
atre handled  the  crowds  in  front  of  the  the- 
atre ...  An  excellent  film,  “Mr.  Emmanuel,” 
at  the  United  Artists  and  the  empty  seats 
in  the  theatre  . . . The  newspaper  ads  for 


the  film  that  blare  out  on  behalf  of  Greta 
Gynt,  star,  “O.K.  I’m  No  Lady  ...  So  What?” 
. . . The  Nob  Hill  Theatre  packing  them  in 
with  a continued  first  run  of  “A  Song  to 
Remember,”  a moveover  from  the  Orpheum 
Theatre. 

Also  the  Players  Club,  one  of  the  oldest 
stage  organizations  on  the  Pacific  coast,  pre- 
senting “Alice  in  Wonderland”  at  the  Cali- 
fornia Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  Theatre, 
Lincoln  Park  . . . The  extended  run  of 
“Othello”  at  the  Geary  Theatre  starring  Paul 
Robeson  with  San  Franciscans  pleading  for 
still  a greater  extension.  The  success  of 
“Othello”  will  probably  start  a trend  toward 
the  more  serious  theatrical  productions. 


Sparkling  200  Puis 
'Tree  Grows'  on  Top 

LOS  ANGELES — “A  Tree  Grows  In  Brook- 
lyn” (20th-Fox)  bowed  in  at  the  Chinese, 
State  and  Uptown  theatres  with  200  per  cent, 
shoving  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember” 
encoring  at  the  Pantages  and  Hillstreet,  into 
second  place  in  the  week’s  first  run  business 
with  150  and  175,  respectively.  Tying  that 
150  mark  was  Metro’s  “Music  for  Millions,” 
in  its  first  two  days  at  the  Egyptian,  Ritz 
and  Los  Angeles. 


(Average  is  100) 

Chinese,  Stale  and  Uptown — A Tree  Grows  in 

Brooklyn  (20th-Fox)  200 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — Objective, 

Burma!  (WB),  3rd  wk.  100 

Downtown  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para);  Dangerous  Passage  (Para),  4th  wk..’. 89 

Egyptian — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  last  5 days, 

4th  wk 100 

Egyptian — Music  tor  Millions  (M-G-M),  first 

2 days  150 

Guild,  United  Artists  and  Wilshire — Tonight  and 
Every  Night  (Col),  3rd  wk.;  Grissly's  Millions 

(Rep),  2nd  wk.  100 

Hillstreet — A Song  to  Remember  (Col),  2nd  wk.; 

Under  Western  Skies  (Univ) 175 

Hollywood  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para),  4th  wk 125 

Los  Angeles — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  last  5 

days,  4th  wk.  40 

Los  Angeles — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  first 

2 days  150 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 150 

Ritz — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  last  5 days, 

4th  wk 100 

Ritz — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  first  2 days 150 


“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis/'  230,  Breaks 
Mark  at  Denver's  Biggest  House 

DENVER — “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  ran  the 
Orpheum  to  a record-breaking  figure  and 
held  over.  The  house  was  packed  all  week, 
though  it  is  the  largest  theatre  here.  “For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  packed  the  Denham 
and  also  held.  Tied  with  “Bell”  for  percent- 
age were  “Song  to  Remember”  at  both  the 
Denver  and  Esquire,  and  “Frisco  Sal”  with 
“Grissly’s  Millions”  at  the  Paramount. 


Aladdin — Objective,  Burma!  (WB);  Night  Club 

Girl  (Univ),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 160 

Denham — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 175 

Denver  and  Esquire — A Song  to  Remember  ( Col)  ..175 

Orpheum — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 230 

Paramount — Frisco  Sal  (Univ);  Grissly's  Millions 

(Rep)  ...175 

Rialto — Dark  Waters  (UA),  after  wk.  at  Para- 
mount; Her  Lucky  Night  (Univ),  after  wk.  at 
each  the  Denver,  Esquire  and  Aladdin 125 


"WAVES"  Splashes  Out  in  Front 
At  San  Francisco  Fox 

SAN  FRANCISCO— “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  at  the  Fox  splashed  out  in  front 
last  week.  Close  behind  was  “Frisco  Sal” 
at  the  Esquire.  “Thunderhead”  ran  in  third 
place  at  the  Paramount. 

Esquire — Frisco  Sal  (Univ)  150 

Fox — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 160 

Golden  Gate — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO),  2nd  wk...l25 

Orpheum — Song  to  Remember  (Col),  7th  wk 100 

Paramount — Thunderhead,  Son  of  Flicka  (20th- 

Fox);  Circumstantial  Evidence  (20th-Fox) 140 

State — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 100 

St.  Francis — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  3rd  wk 140 

United  Artists — Tomorrow  the  World  (UA), 

4 th  wk 100 

Warfield — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 120 
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Kohn  Findings  Seen  As  Effort  to  End 
Long-Standing  Stagehand  Dispute 


New  Censorship  Plan 
Works  in  Milwaukee 

MILWAUKEE — A new  system  of  censoring 
motion  pictures  shown  in  local  theatres,  start- 
ed March  1,  is  working  out  very  well  through 
the  cooperation  of  the  film  distributors,  mo- 
tion picture  commission  officials  stated  this 
week. 

Rather  than  send  a delegation  of  com- 
mission members  to  review  pictures  after  they 
have  opened  their  first  runs,  the  commission 
now  views  the  pictures  in  screening  rooms 
prior  to  the  time  the  pictures  are  displayed 
at  the  theatres. 

Before  this  the  commission  assigned  its  own 
members  and  censor  aides  to  various  theatres. 
Now  either  five  members  of  the  commission, 
or  a mixture  of  commissioners  and  aides, 
attend  the  previews.  Objectionable  parts  arc 
deleted  before  patrons  see  the  films. 


"Caballeros"  Party  Raises 
$10,000  for  War  Wounded 

CHICAGO — A packed  Palace  made  “Purple 
Heart”  night  (7)  a memorable  one.  Tickets 
at  $6  top  and  nothing  less  than  $3  made 
the  occasion  a financial  success  for  the  cause 
of  the  wounded  veterans,  got  Chicago’s  Walt 
Disney’s  new  “Three  Caballeros”  off  to  a 
great  start  and  brought  to  the  Palace  stage 
all  the  notables  of  cafe  and  radio  fame  in 
these  parts. 

Among  the  performers  were  the  shows  from 
all  swank  cafes — Chez  Paree,  Rio  Cabana, 
Latin  Quarter,  Empire  Room  and  others,  in- 
cluding such  notables  as  Benny  Fields,  Zero 
Mostel,  Rose  Marie,  Bert  Wheeler,  Jackie 
Heller,  Hildegarde,  Phil  Regan  and  Willie 
Shore,  another  Chicago  product  who  has  been 
USOing  two  years. 

Frank  Smith,  Bob  Hickey,  Bill  Prager,  Mil- 
ton  Woodward  and  other  RKO  staff  members 
cooperated  with  the  Herald-American  which 
sponsored  the  show.  A neat  $10,000  was  raised 
which  was  turned  over  to  the  wounded  vet- 
eran fund.  Many  of  these  wounded  boys  were 
in  the  big  audience  which  cheered  the  show 
and  gave  the  Disney  creation  absolute  raves. 

The  Douglas  Park  Theatre 
Closed  Forever  by  Edict 

CHICAGO — The  Douglas  Park  Theatre,  a 
second  floor  auditorium  on  the  west  side,  was 
“closed  forever”  by  Judge  Hasten  in  municipal 
court.  The  charges  were  operating  without 
a license.  The  manager,  Oscar  Ostroff,  had 
been  in  court  several  times  before  on  alleged 
fire  ordinance  violations.  He  and  the  build- 
ing owner,  Abe  Kalish,  paid  $100  each  in  fines, 
on  the  “fire  trap”  charges. 

Irwin  Kowohl,  prosecutor,  stated  that  the 
theatre  had  not  had  a license  since  it  opened 
in  1937  and  recommended  that  in  addition 
to  the  fine  for  this  violation,  amounting  to 
$200,  the  owner  should  be  made  to  pay  the 
yearly  license  fee,  $1,200  for  each  year  the 
house  operated.  Ostroff  asked  for  a change 
of  venue,  whereupon  decision  on  the  fine 
was  withheld. 


Richmond  Bldg.  Sold 

ST.  LOUIS — The  building  containing  the 
Richmond  Theatre,  1025-35  Big  Bend  Blvd., 
was  sold  last  week  by  Manuel  Lasky  for  ap- 
proximately $50,000  to  the  Plymouth  Invest- 
ment Corp.  of  which  Arthur  Fischman,  a 
real  estate  man  who  handled  the  transaction, 
is  the  president.  In  addition  to  the  600-seat 
Richmond  Theatre  the  building  contains  two 
stores  on  the  first  floor  and  several  offices 
on  the  second.  The  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co. 
has  signed  a new  15-year  lease  on  the  theatre. 


ST.  LOUIS— Jules  E.  Kohn,  the  WLB  ar- 
biter, in  his  decision  on  the  stagehands  labor 
dispute  provides  that  when  a stagehand  is  to 
be  employed  in  any  of  the  theatres  the  owner 
shall  have  the  choice  of  selecting  any  one 
of  three  men  to  be  furnished  by  the  union. 
This  provision  takes  care  of  the  complaint, 
raised  at  the  hearings,  that  the  owners  must 
take  the  men  provided  them  without  any 
choice.  The  management  retains  the  right 
to  dismiss  a man  for  just  cause.  A discharged 
worker  may  appeal  to  the  union  if  he  feels 
that  he  has  been  unjustly  deprived  of  em- 
ployment. The  arbiter  in  his  .findings  also 
suggested  a plan  for  the  arbitration  of  any 
controversies  that  may  arise  in  the  future. 

Kohn’s  findings  and  award  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  regional  WLB  at  Kansas  City 
for  approval. 

In  a series  of  hearings  held  at  the  Mel- 
bourne Hotel,  Kohn  gave  both  sides  the  full- 
est latitude  in  submitting  their  evidence  with 
respect  to  the  type  of  work  performed  by  the 
stagehands,  their  ability,  etc.  As  he  put  it, 
he  allowed  everyone  to  “get  everything  off 
their  chest.” 

Findings  Affect  41  Theatres 

He  apparently  has  endeavored  to  iron  out 
fairly  the  long  troublesome  St.  Louis  situation. 
He  has  reduced  the  theatres  pay  rolls  in  the 
aggregate  only  by  six  men,  or  a base  of  $45C 
per  week,  but  more  importantly,  he  has  de- 
scribed the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the 
stagehands  and  set  forth  the  hours  they  shall 
work  in  each  type  of  house.  The  union  bene- 
fits because  its  jurisdiction  is  officially  recog- 
nized for  various  types  of  work  that  might  be 
claimed  by  other  union  organizations,  such 
as  electrical  workers,  carpenters,  plumbers, 
etc,  etc. 

The  findings  affect  41  motion  picture  thea- 
tres that  use  stagehands.  None  of  these  houses 
have  regular  stage  shows  but  from  time  to 
time  a few  do  put  on  flesh  and  blood  attrac- 
tions. 

Under  the  findings  of  Kohn  the  5,000-seat 
Fox  will  retain  the  six  stagehands  now  em- 
ployed. During  the  hearings  the  owners 
stated  that  it  considered  the  house  was  not 
overmanned,  Kohn  ruled  that  the  men  em- 


ployed at  the  Fox  should  work  in  two  shifts, 
three  from  8 a.  m.  to  4 p.  m„  and  the  other 
three  from  4 p.  m.  to  closing. 

Loew’s,  Ambassador,  Orpheum,  Shubert  and 
Missouri,  each  of  which  now  employs  five 
stagehands,  are  to  have  only  four  if  and  when 
his  findings  are  given  effect  by  a WLB  direc- 
tive, and  the  men  in  each  of  these  houses  are 
also  to  work  in  two  shifts  between  8 a.  m. 
and  closing,  while  at  the  Empress  one  of  the 
three  stagehands  would  be  dropped  and  the 
two  remaining  men  would  divide  the  time 
between  8 a.  m.  and  closing,  the  split  coming 
at  4 p.  m„  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  first 
runs. 

The  St.  Louis  would  continue  its  present 
practice  of  employing  two  stagehands  on  days 
with  evening  performances  only,  and  four  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays.  Kohn  directed  that 
the  men  working  on  week  days  would  perform 
their  duties  between  4 p.  m.  and  closing,  while 
on  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  two  men  would 
work  from  8 a.  m.  to  4 p.  m.  and  the  others 
from  4 p.  m.  to  closing. 

Kohn  did  not  disturb  the  numbers  now 
employed  at  the  neighborhood  houses.  At 
present  their  stagehands  work  from  4 p.  m.  to 
closing.  Kohn  found  that  the  work  schedules 
should  be  changed  to  2 to  10  p.  m.  daily,  and 
from  1 to  10  p.  m.  on  Saturdays,  Sundays  and 
special  holidays  if  and  when  the  houses  have 
matinees  on  such  days,  and  that  they  should 
receive  one  hour  overtime  compensation  for 
the  additional  hour. 

The  effective  date  of  the  findings  shall  be 
the  first  day  of  the  work  week  subsequent  to 
the  issuance  of  the  directive  in  the  entire 
matter  by  the  regional  WLB. 


The  Logan  Spruces  Up 

LOGANSPORT,  IND.— The  Logan  Thea- 
tres is  sparkling  with  new  lustre  after  com- 
pletion of  a six-week  job  of  redecorating. 
Workmen,  who  started  at  the  double  en- 
trance and  exit  doors  and  went  through  the 
entire  house  to  the  walls  and  woodwork  of 
the  upstairs  lounge,  achieved  an  especially 
attractive  color  blending,  and  the  whole  ef- 
fect is  one  of  restful  charm. 


MAP  STRATEGY  FOR  INDIANA  RED  CROSS  DRIVE— Plans  for  the  partici- 
pation of  Indiana  theatres  in  the  Red  Cross  drive,  March  15-21,  were  made  at  a 
luncheon  meeting  of  local  exchange  managers  and  employes  with  national  figures 
in  the  motion  picture  industry  at  the  Hotel  Lincoln. 

The  group  at  the  speakers’  table,  1.  to  r.:  Si  Fabian,  general  chairman,  WAC; 
A.  Montague,  general  sales  manager  of  Columbia  Pictures;  Capt.  Robert  J.  Kaiser, 
winner  of  the  Purple  Heart;  Guy  Craig,  state  distributor  chairman,  and  Marc  J. 
Wolf,  state  exhibitor  chairman.  Captain  Kaiser  told  of  the  work  done  by  the  Red 
Cross  among  the  service  men  in  England  and  France. 

Si  Fabian  explained  the  purpose  and  outlined  plans  for  the  drive.  Montague 
and  Wolf  outlined  plans  and  available  material  to  exhibitors. 
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FOX  WISCONSIN  GROUP  IN  SPRING  SESSION— Entire  personnel  of  the  Fox 
Wisconsin  Amusement  Corn,  gathered  at  the  Varsity  Bldg,  in  Milwaukee  for  the 
annual  spring  gathering.  Major  business  before  the  meeting  was  the  laying  of  plans 
for  the  Red  Cross  drive. 


Kirsch  Says  No  Boom 
In  Small  Theatres 

CHICAGO — Declaring  there  is  no  evidence 
of  the  war  boom  in  neighborhood  boxoffice 
receipts,  and  that  major  distributors  seeking 
preferred  playing  time  had  better  come  up 
with  more  attractive  deals  if  the  outlying 
houses  are  even  to  survive,  Jack  Kirsch  gave 
the  15th  annual  meeting  of  Allied  Theatres 
Ass’n  of  Illinois  something  to  think  about. 
He  made  his  talk  at  the  session  in  the  Black- 
stone  March  6. 

Kirsch,  who  heads  Allied  here,  stressed  the 
fact  that  the  independents  who  are  on  the 
end  of  the  line  in  getting  a picture,,  garner 
in  none  of  the  monies  which  first  runs  and 
second  runs  reap. 

“Our  members  pay  more  than  a million 
dollars  a year  for  product,”  he  said.  “Our 
expenses  are  high.  By  the  time  we  get  a 
picture,  it  has  been  milked  dry.  If  we  are 
going  to  remodel  and  rebuild;  if  we  are 
going  to  stay  in  business  and  provide  jobs 
and  be  on  the  market  to  buy  building  ma- 
terials and  otherwise  keep  abreast  with  the 
times  and  make  enough  profit  to  justify  our 
efforts,  then  there  must  be  some  adjustments. 
Otherwise,  we  might  as  well  fold  up  alto- 
gether.” 

The  speaker  congratulated  members  on  the 
splendid  showing  they  have  made  in  various 
patriotic  endeavors. 

Motions  in  Antitrust 
On  U.S.  Court  Docket 

ST.  LOUIS — Action  on  the  several  motions 
of  the  various  corporate,  association  and  in- 
dividual defendants  in  the  antitrust  damage 
suit  of  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  et  al 
against  Paramount,  RKO,  20th-Fox,  Warners 
and  the  American  Arbitration  Ass’n,  seeking 
dismissal  of  the  plaintiffs’  petition  or,  in  the 
alternate,  a preemptory  finding  in  favor  of 
the  defendants  will  come  up  for  hearing  at 
the  next  general  motions  day  in  the  court  of 
U.S.  District  Judge  Richard  M.  Duncan. 


Saturday  Kids  Show 

CHICAGO — Nine  free  films  for  the  children 
will  be  shown  Saturday  morning,  during 
March  and  April  at  the  Chicago  Natural 
History  Museum.  The  first  was  presented 
last  Saturday,  “The  Amazon  Akanes,”  a Dis- 
ney release.  Each  screening  will  take  place 
twice,  at  10  and  11  o’clock.  Leon  Smith, 
animal  trainer  at  the  St.  Louis  zoo,  and  his 
Great  Dane  dog  Suki,  will  appear  at  the 
April  7 performance  with  “Chimpanzee 
Circus.” 


Essanay  Film  Greats 
Join  Birthday  Party 

CHICAGO — Figures  of  Chicago’s  early  mo- 
tion picture  industry,  which  centered  in  tb 
old  Essanay  studios  on  Argyle  St.,  gathered 
in  St.  Therese  Hospital  at  Waukegan  re- 
cently to  help  Mrs.  Catherine  Spoor  of  Wau- 
kegan celebrate  her  92nd  birthday. 

Mrs.  Spoor  is  the  mother  of  George  K. 
Spoor,  who,  with  G.  M.  “Broncho  Billy”  An- 
derson founded  the  Essanay  Film  Manufac- 
turing Co.  in  1897.  The  firm,  once  one  of 
the  big  producing  companies  of  the  country, 
whose  pay  roll  included  such  stars  as  Charlie 
Chaplin,  Wallace  Beery,  Gloria  Swanson, 
Francis  X.  Bushman  and  Lenore  Ulric,  halt- 
ed production  in  1916,  after  Spoor  bought 
out  his  partner’s  interest. 

Present  at  Saturday’s  celebration  were 
George  Spoor,  and  his  brother,  Marvin  jr., 
George’s  wife,  Mrs.  Ada  Spoor,  and  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Weart,  and  Mrs 
Bess  Dunn,  who  starred  in  some  of  the  early 
Essanay  films.  Mrs.  Spoor  has  been  in  the 
hospital  since  Oct.  1,  1943. 


IPMPI  Now  Has  More 
Than  700  in  3 Locals 

CHICAGO — W.  H.  Stratford,  business  agent 
for  the  International  Photographers  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Industry  Local  666,  says  more 
than  700  members  are  now  included  in  the 
three  active  IATSE  locals  of  the  group — 666 
of  Chicago,  659  of  Hollywood  and  644  of 
New  York. 

The  Chicago  local  authority  covers  more 
than  half  the  country.  At  present  it  has  some 
four  members  working  with  M-G-M  in  Flor- 
ida on  “They  Were  Expendable,”  and  some 
20  members  are  at  the  old  Essanay  studios, 
now  operated  here  by  the  Wilding  Co. 

There  will  be  no  requests  for  wage  increases, 
Stratford  says,  when  old  contracts  run  out. 
The  basic  pay  now  for  a 40-hour  week  is 
$200  for  what  is  called  the  “Hollywood”  scale 
and  $150  for  industrial  films.  The  great  ma- 
jority in  the  latter  classification  being  made 
now  are  for  government  uses. 


Reinert  Buys  Theatre 

STURGEON  BAY,  WIS.— Mike  Reinert  of 
this  city  has  purchased  the  Majestic  Thea- 
tre at  Algoma  from  Louis  Hassberg,  who 
operated  the  house  for  the  past  21  years.  The 
owner’s  son  Roger  is  the  new  manager.  Hass- 
berg will  remain  for  several  months  as  book- 
ing agent. 


Indiana  Flood  Brings 
Rush  Calls  for  Prints 

INDIANAPOLIS  — With  an  embargo 
clamped  on  shipments  in  the  flood  area,  film 
distributors  were  rerouting  their  products  to 
bypass  the  high  waters,  and  many  operators 
made  emergency  trips  to  Indianapolis  for 
enough  prints  to  carry  them  over  the  crisis. 

Southern  Indiana  flood  crests  moved  stolid- 
ly along.  The  situation  appeared  to  be  under 
control.  The  Ohio  River  at  Evansville  was 
near  the  expected  crest.  Warner  Bros,  dis- 
patched Bob  Shrader,  their  southern  sales 
representative,  to  Louisville  to  reroute  film 
deliveries  into  interior  Kentucky. 

Although  an  embargo  was  declared  on  ship- 
ments by  freight,  express  and  parcel  post 
shipments,  film  truckers  were  making  deliv- 
eries as  far  south  as  New  Albany.  The  flood 
extends  from  Lawrenceburg  to  Cairo,  111.  At 
Evansville,  the  Washington  and  Alhambra 
theatres  removed  seats  and  carpets  threat- 
ened by  water  backing  up  through  the  sewers. 


Universal  Still  Leading 
Chicago  Film  League 

CHICAGO — Universal  still  leads  the  Chi- 
cago Motion  Picture  Bowling  League.  Tak- 
ing a pair  from  Metro,  Universal  moved  a 
game  farther  away  from  Film  Chauffeurs, 
who  took  two  from  Monogram  to  stay  in 
second  place.  Republic  took  a trio  from  War- 
ners, moving  up  close  to  the  leaders. 

The  “U”  lead  in  the  three-game  totals  is 
2,746;  Metro,  2,723.  F.  Hanzelin  is  individual 
leader  for  three  games  with  648;  Jack  Kirsch, 
635.  Republic  has  team  high  for  a single  game, 
958;  Film  Chauffeurs,  954.  V.  Swanson  has 
279  for  individual  high  single  game  and  E. 


Klass,  249. 

TEAM  STANDINGS 

Won 

Lost 

Universal  

41 

31 

Film  Chauffeurs  

39 

33 

Monogram  

38 

34 

Metro  

37 

35 

Republic  

38 

36 

Warners  

25 

47 

INDIVIDUAL  STANDINGS 

Avg. 

Jack  Kirsch  (Rep) 

179 

V.  Swanson  (FC) 

179 

F.  Hanzelin  (Univ) 

178 

E.  Klass  (FC) 

174 

173 

C.  Keim  (M-G-M) 

172 

A.  Fischer  (M-G-M) 

172 

E.  Friedman  (Univ) 

171 

N.  Rafalski  (Rep) 

170 

M.  Canavan  (Univ) 

170 

Lee  Peffer's  186  Leads 
Milwaukee  Girl  Bowlers 

MILWAUKEE — High  individual  game  hon- 
ors for  the  season  in  the  Filmrow  Bowling 
League  go  to  Lee  Peffer,  with  186. 

In  last  week’s  session,  Marion  Fiss  rolled 
158  to  lead  in  the  singles;  Eva  Johnson’s  148 
was  second  and  Marion  Fiss  took  third 
with  144. 

High  three-game  honors  went  to  Marion 
Fiss  with  420;  Eva  Johnson  got  another  sec- 
ond with  387  and  Anne  Gapinski  was  third 
with  386. 

Team — ■ Won  Lost 

Sport  Chumpions  47  25 

Four  Lassies  46  26 

Screen  Snapshots  37  35 

Aristo  Cats  36  36 

Tin  Pan  Alley  35  37 

Alley  Kats  34  36 

Angel  Pusses  33  39 

Gay  Sisters  24  48 


Chicago  Hosts  Fontaine  and  Ladd 

CHICAGO — Paramount  gave  separate  press 
luncheons  for  Joan  Fontaine  and  Alan  Ladd, 
both  recent  stopover  visitors  for  two  days, 
en  route  to  Hollywood  from  eastern  trips. 
Ladd’s  wife,  Sue  Carol,  accompanied  him. 
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Variety  of  Hits  Send 
Loop  Grosses  High 

CHICAGO  — The  infinite  variety  of  last 
week’s  weather  was  eclipsed  only  by  the  infi- 
nite variety  of  screen  attractions,  each  get- 
ting its  fair  quota  of  trade  and  some  hits  do- 
ing nothing  short  of  terrific.  The  State- 
Lake  found  “To  Have  and  Have  Not”  ac- 
centuating the  positive,  for  from  the  start, 
that  big  house  was  destined  “to  have”  a 
whooper-do  business. 

Holding  over  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  plus 
a smart  stage  show  headed  by  Rose  Marie,  the 
Chicago  sailed  through  another  great  week; 
so  did  the  Oriental  with  “Destiny”  augment- 
ed by  the  stage  bill  which  featured  Hal  Mc- 
Intyre and  band.  The  Woods’  “Belle  of  the 
Yukon”  which  was  nothing  to  rave  about, 
boxofficely  speaking,  the  first  week,  picked 
up  great  the  second. 

Revivals  did  fine  and  holdovers,  too.  “Mrs. 
Parkington”  seems  parked  at  the  United  Art- 


ists for  some  time. 

(Average  is  100) 

Apollo — Guest  in  the  House  (UA),  2nd  wk 100 

Chicago — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk., 

plus  Rose  Marie  and  Breese'band  on  stage 130 

Garrick — Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para),  2nd  wk 110 

Grand — Wuthering  Heights  (Para);  Topper 

(UA),  2nd  wk 105 

Oriental — Destiny  (Univ),  plus  Hal  McIntyre  and 

band,  June  Preisser  cn  stage 125 

Palace — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO);  Her  Lucky 

Night  (Univ),  2nd  wk 110 

Roosevelt — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  4th  wi: j UU 

State-Lake — To  Have  and  to  Have  Not  (WB) .1 20 

Studio — Ecstasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC), 

9th  wk 105 

United  Artists — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk 115 

Woods— Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO),  2nd  wk 115 

World  Playhouse — Rembrandt  (Korda);  Divorce  of 
of  Lady  X (Korda),  2nd  wk 105 


Milwaukee  Grosses  Recovering 
As  Patrons  Accept  "Brownout" 

MILWAUKEE — Local  theatre  patrons  are 
becoming  educated  to  the  “brownout.”  “Keys 
of  the  Kingdom”  at  the  Wisconsin,  went  over 
by  about  25  per  cent.  Most  other  houses  reg- 
istered average  take  at  the  boxoffice. 

Alhambra — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO); 


Destiny  (Univ),  3rd  wk 100 

Palace — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox);  Crime 

Doctor's  Courage  (Col)  90 

Riverside — Pan-Americana  (RKO),  plus  Gypsy 

Rose  Lee  on  stage  100 

Strand — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M);  Main 

Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 95 

Warner — The  Three  Caballeros  (RKO);  What  a 

Blonde  (RKO)  100 

Wisconsin — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox); 

Let's  Go  Steady  (Col)  125 


"WAVES"  and  "Lights"  Tie  for  Lead 
At  Indianapolis;  "Murder"  Dives 

INDIANAPOLIS  — “Here  Come  the 
WAVES”  at  the  Indiana  topped  the  list,  and 
“When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again”  tied  the 
score  at  the  Ambassador.  “Murder,  My 
Sweet,”  despite  Dick  Powell’s  personal  appear- 
ance, took  a nose  dive  and  settled  for  a mere 
90  per  cent. 

Ambassador — WhenL  the  Lights  Go  On  Again 

(PRC);  A WAVE,  a Wac  and  a Marine  (Mono)..125 


Alamo — Navajo  Trail  (Mono);  National  Barn 

Dance  (Para)  85 

Circle — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO);  Goin'  to 

Town  (RKO)  90 

Indiana — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 125 

Loew's — Lost  in  a Harem  (M-G-M) 100 

Lyric — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 
Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  5 days  only 100 


Crawford  Files  in  Race 
For  St.  Louis  Alderman 

ST.  LOUIS — Harry  Crawford,  manager  of 
Fanchon  & Marco’s  Missouri  Theatre,  has 
filed  as  a candidate  for  the  Republican  nomi- 
nation for  alderman  for  the  25th  ward  in  the 
coming  primary  elections.  Crawford  stated 
that  he  had  entered  the  race  at  the  request 
of  his  employers  and  the  owners  and  man- 
agers of  many  other  local  motion  picture 
theatres,  who  believe  the  film  industry  war- 
rants representation  in  the  city  administra- 
auditorium  to  visit  service  men. 


s r . 


There  has  been  a sharp  increase  in  crime 

since  the  brownout  regulations  went  into 
effect.  A comparison  of  the  police  records  in 
the  bigger  cities  for  the  month  of  February 
compared  with  the  first  28  days  of  January 
shows  an  increase  of  at  least  ten  per  cent, 
with  burglaries  leading  the  list. 

Sgt.  Bruce  S.  Cook,  30,  former  director  of 
the  Community  Playhouse,  was  killed  over 
England  in  February,  the  war  department  has 
notified  his  wife,  Mrs.  Alida  Cook,  now  of 
New  York  City.  He  went  overseas  last  July 
. . . Mayor  Aloys  P.  Kaufmann  has  urged 
that  the  annual  St.  Louis  fair  and  festival  be 
revived  in  the  pastwar  period.  He  said  that 
he  will  soon  call  together  a committee  of 
men  and  women  representing  manufacturing 
interests,  etc.,  to  work  out  plans  for  the 
project. 


additional  $250  check  to  supplement  the  com- 
pany’s prior  Red  Cross  gift  of  $500.  The  ad- 
ditional check  represents  rentals  in  excess  of 
the  production  costs  of  the  Victory  shorts 
that  have  been  distributed  by  the  company. 
The  checks  were  presented  in  the  name  of 
the  company  and  the  exhibitors  of  the  terri- 
tory. Similar  gifts  are  being  made  by  20th- 
Fox  in  each  exchange  center. 

Local  No.  143  of  the  projectionists  union 
contributed  $1,000  to  the  Red  Cross  fund. 
Paramount  has  likewise  contributed  $1,000 
. . . H.  William  Johnson,  Chicago,  publisher 
and  editor  of  Tavern  News,  charged  in  a talk 
at  a meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Tavern  Opera- 
tors Ass’n  that  James  F.  Byrnes,  war  mobili- 
zation director,  has  used  Nazi  tactics  in  im- 
posing the  midnight  curfew  on  the  amuse- 
ment places  of  America. 


The  St.  Louis  Municipal  Opera  will  open  its 
1945  season  in  Forest  Park  the  night  of  June  7 
with  the  production,  “Jubilee,”  by  Cole  Porter 
and  Moss  Hart.  The  p.ay  will  run  11  nights. 
The  season  will  last  12  weeks.  Advance  ticket 
sales  have  passed  the  $100,000  mark. 

“Dizzy”  Jerome  Herman  Dean,  former  St. 
Louis  Cardinal  and  Chicago  Cub  pitcher  and 
his  manslaughteiing  of  the  king’s  English,  will 
be  on  the  sidelines  if  and  when  the  1945  base- 
ball season  opens  at  Sportsman’s  Park  in 
April.  He  and  his  sidekick,  Johnny  O’Hara, 
have  been  doing  the  baseball  play- by-plays 
for  the  home  games  of  the  Cardina.s  and  the 
Browns  for  several  seasons,  but  this  year  this 
work  will  be  taken  over  by  Gabby  Street,  for- 
mer Cardinal  and  Brown  manager,  who  has 
been  signed  to  broadcast  for  Station  WIL  with 
Harry  Caray  as  announcer,  for  one  brewery, 
while  another  brewery  has  lined  up  a con- 
tract with  Station  WTMV,  East  St.  Louis, 
and  it  is  understood  France  Laux,  veteran 
radio  sports  announcer  and  commentator,  will 
handle  that  assignment.  Dean  may  be  sent 
to  Chicago. 

“I  Am  a Fugitive  From  a Chain  Gang,”  a 
Paul  Muni  starrer  made  in  1932,  was  shown 
at  Brown  Hall,  Washington  University,  by 
the  St.  Louis  Film  Art  Society. 

Mrs.  Zona  K.  Beisman,  wife  of  Paul  Beis- 
man,  manager  of  the  American  Theatre,  a 
stage  show  house,  and  the  Municipal  Opera 
Ass’n,  died  recently.  She  is  survived  by  the 
husband  and  three  sons;  Julian  K.  Beisman, 
Paul  Beisman  jr.,  and  James  Joseph  Beis- 
man . . . Anthony  Scarpelli,  co-owner  of  the 
Club  Plantation,  announced  that  the  heavy 
financial  losses  suffered  the  first  week  of  the 
curfew  law  had  forced  him  to  close  the  busi- 
ness. The  club  was  being  hit  to  the  tune  of 
$500  a day,  he  said  . . . Several  other  night 
clubs  are  expected  to  fold  up  since  their 
business  is  off  from  15  to  65  per  cent. 

In  the  meantime  the  Byrnes  curfew  law 
gave  the  death  kiss  to  some  300  small  lunch- 
rooms and  restaurants  that  have  been  oper- 
ating primarily  to  serve  the  night  workers 
in  local  war  plants.  Under  Byrnes  personal 
interpretation  of  the  curfew  rule  these  places 
will  have  to  close  since  they  do  not  operate 
on  a 24-hour  basis. 

Jerry  Bahner,  former  service  man,  has  been 
promoted  from  assistant  to  booking  manager 
at  Paramount,  succeeding  Harold  Wise  who 
has  been  transferred  to  Minneapolis  in  a 
similar  capacity.  At  the  northern  city  Wise 
is  filling  the  vacancy  that  was  caused  when 
John  Fritcher  was  granted  a leave  of  ab- 
sence due  to  illness  . . . Fred  Rohrs,  district 
manager  for  PRC,  recently  transferred  his 
headquarters  from  St.  Louis  to  Cleveland. 

B.  B.  Reingold,  20th-Fox  manager,  has  pre- 
sented to  the  local  Red  Cross  chapter  an 


The  Ohio  River  floods  up  to  Sunday  had 
not  interfered  with  the  operations  of  any 
theatres  in  the  St.  Louis  territory,  but  the 
crest  of  the  waters  has  not  been  reached  in 
the  Cairo  and  Paducah  sections.  The  army 
plans  to  open  the  Birds  Point-New  Madrid 
spillway  to  ease  the  pressure  at  Cairo  and 
New  Madrid  when  the  need  arrives. 

The  Missouri  senate  has  passed  and  sent 
to  Gov.  Phil  Donnelly  a $125,000  appropri- 
ation to  foot  the  cost  of  Missouri’s  first  state 
fair  in  three  years.  It  will  be  held  in  Sedalia 
as  formerly  . . . Judge  William  Killoren  has 
denied  the  motion  of  Anatasia  D.  Pappas  foi 
a new  trial  in  the  battle  involving  the  owner- 
ship and  management  of  the  Webster  The- 
atre, 2117  Hadley  St.  The  plaintiff,  Clarence 
Groeteke,  has  asked  the  court  to  satisfy  the 
judgment  in  their  favor  and  collect  the  costs 
from  Pappas  . . . Recently  Judge  Killoren 
ordered  the  partnership  between  Groeteke 
and  Pappas  dissolved  and  allowed  Groeteke 
$2,033.55  in  profits.  The  partnership  had 
been  formed  on  June  1,  1934,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  both  men  were  to  draw  a 
weekly  salary  and  that  Groeteke  would  re- 
ceive one-third  of  the  profits  and  Pappas 
two-thirds.  Trouble  arose  between  the  twc 
men  and  on  May  31,  1941,  Pappas  took  over 
the  entire  management. 

The  February  report  of  the  building  com- 
missioner shows  one  permit  for  a new  the- 
atre to  cost  $125,000  and  three  permits  for 
alterations  to  such  places  to  cost  $1,800  were 
issued  during  the  month. 


Ted  Donaldson  to  Star  in  “Rusty” 

Ted  Donaldson,  juvenile,  has  been  set  to 
star  in  “Rusty,”  a film  about  a boy  and  a 
dog,  to  be  produced  on  the  Columbia  lot  by 
Leonard  Picker  with  George  Sherman  di- 
recting. 
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June  Havoc  of  the  films  accompanied  Gypsy 
Rose  Lee  when  she  was  in  town  for  a stint 
at  the  Riverside,  but  June  made  no  appear- 
ances . . . Johnny  Stock  of  Paramount  is 
the  new  president  of  the  Front  Office  Em- 
ployes Union  F27.  Johnny  succeeded  Ray 
Schulz,  20th-Fox  booker  . . . Paul  C.  Bennett, 
former  Valley  Theatre  manager  in  Menasha, 
has  been  upped  to  city  manager  for  Fox  Wis- 
consin at  Marinette  and  Menominee. 

Recent  weekend  visitors  at  the  Genoa  City 
home  of  Elaine  Skinner  were  Hildagarde  Al- 
brecht, Janet  Uibel  and  Grace  Mapes,  all 
Metro  gals  . . . Harold  Wirthwein,  Paramount 
manager,  attended  a recent  Chicago  sales 
meeting  with  Para  biggies  presiding.  Ben 
Marcus,  Marcus  circuit,  and  L.  F.  Gran, 
Standard  Theatres,  also  attended. 

Warners’  “Hotel  Berlin”  was  tradeshown  at 
Warner  screen  room  . . . “Song  to  Remember,” 
Columbia  Technicolor  special,  will  have  its 
Wisconsin  premiere  in  Milwaukee  in  mid- April 
. . . Mrs.  Mary  Bliss,  20th-Fox  office,  cele- 
brated a birthday  with  the  trimmings  . . . An 
April  2 meeting  of  the  Better  Films  Council 
is  scheduled  for  the  Variety  . . . Weekend 
single  features  at  first  runs  continue  to  gain 
attention  . . . Tony  Albert,  regular  Alhambra 
doorman,  has  been  having  a tussle  with  a 
chronic  illness. 

Jonas  Perlberg,  Chicago  BOXOFFICE  rep- 
lesentative,  toted  Ginger  Rogers  and  a few 


others  into  Milwaukee  in  1926  for  a Charleston 
contest  . . . Joyce  Dunn,  Metro  office,  has  a 
new  hairdo,  new  color,  new  trick  hat  . . . 
Mrs.  May  Monday  returned  to  her  chores  at 
20th-Fox  following  some  time  at  home  due  to 
illness  . . . Standard  Theatres  hosted  the 
press  and  exhibitors  at  a luncheon  for 
Dick  Powell  at  Hotel  Schroeder.  Dick  was 
in  “pitching”  for  his  picture,  “Murder,  My 
Sweet,”  when  that  opus  was  shown  at  the 
Riverside. 

Jack  Worner  of  the  stagehands  union  re- 
ports many  legitimate  shows  are  opening 
here  on  a Monday  now,  rather  than  Sunday, 
transportation  difficulties  the  cause  . . . Joe 
Malits,  Metro  booker,  was  in  Chicago  on  a 
recent  weekend. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Frank  Eckhart,  Jef- 
ferson, Jefferson;  Harvey  Hanson,  Palace, 
Antigo;  Fred  Brown,  Plymouth,  Plymouth; 
E.  R.  Mitchell,  Princess,  Bayfield;  Steve 
Dorece,  Crown,  Racine;  Kenneth  Peterson, 
Garold,  Weyauwega;  Sam  Miller,  State, 
Rhinelander;  Henry  Miller,  Victor,  Hartland; 
Frank  Milavetz,  Range,  Hurley;  Len  Brown, 
Main  Street,  Racine;  Hazel  and  Harry  Day, 
Town,  Darlington. 

That  new  picture  of  Monogram’s,  “Dil- 
linger,”  will  have  a special  reel  with  Emil 
Wannetka,  operator  of  Little  Bohemia  Lodge 
in  northern  Wisconsin,  reporting  his  story  on 
the  Dillinger  gang.  They  used  his  spot  as  a 


hideout.  Wannetka  planed  out  to  Hollywood 
for  his  chores.  Also  worked  as  technical 
advisor  . . . Comes  the  spring,  there  is  to  be 
a private  premiere  for  a number  of  film 
biggies  and  pals  of  Wannetka  at  Little  Bo- 
hemia Lodge.  The  resort  operator  will  also 
make  personal  appearance  “pitches”  for  “Dil- 
linger” in  major  cities. 

John  Brennan  of  the  stagehands  union,  who 
was  missing  in  action  for  some  time  around 
the  Aleutians,  has  been  located  ...  La  Verne 
Le  Breck  of  the  Metro  office  spent  the  week- 
end in  Green  Bay  recently  . . . Frank  Sutter, 
NSS  shipper,  will  do  an  Orson  Welles  and 
Rita  Hayworth  shortly.  Sutter  plans  to  do 
his  own  sawing  . . . Harry  Blondestein,  Metro 
Chicago  booker,  looked  in  at  the  local  ex- 
change a while  back. 

Exhibitors  are  wearing  a path  to  Vendex 
on  South  Second  St.  for  a gander  at  their 
new  vending  equipment  . . . Don  Campbell, 
temporary  doorman  at  the  Alhambra,  does 
some  skin-beating  in  local  jive  bands  during 
off  hours.  Those  who’ve  heard  him  say  he’s 
solid  . . . Roy  Staub,  Warners  circuit  artist 
who  has  been  doubling  in  brass  these  days 
at  Signal  Battery,  has  been  having  a time. 
To  date,  in  two  weeks,  Roy  has  ruined  one 
$5  pair  of  pigskin  gloves,  one  vest,  one  pair 
of  trousers,  three  shirts  and  two  pairs  of 
shoes  at  the  plant.  Besides  he’s  so  stiff  that 
moving  at  all  is  a problem. 

For  a “pitch”  on  “Hotel  Berlin,”  Sonny 
MacDonald,  Warner  Theatre  manager,  cooked 
up  a bulletin  placed  inside  the  lobby.  Copy 
reads:  “Russians  xx  Miles  from  Berlin  . . . 
Allies  xx  miles  from  Berlin  . . . Warner  nine 
days  to  ‘Hotel  Berlin.’  ” The  mileage  gets  a 
daily  change  . . . Answering  the  challenging 
curfew  A1  Tusa,  Tic  Toe  manager,  innovates 
with  two  bands.  Norm  Seelig’s  “Vibratones” 
take  the  early  shift.  Joe  Grunin’s  jivesters 
continuing  as  before. 

Tech.  Sgt.  O.  K.  Bismark  of  the  stagehands 
union,  stationed  at  Camp  McCoy,  Wis.,  has 
charge  of  sound,  the  stage  and  lighting  for 
all  camp  theatre  performances  . . . Becky 
Hoffman,  Metro  office,  saw  the  legitimate 
“Kiss  and  Tell.” 

Hotel  Wisconsin  worked  up  a party  at 
which  veterans  of  World  War  II,  now  sta- 
tioned at  Wood,  Wis.,  who  participated  in 
the  actual  bombing  of  Berlin,  will  be  hosted. 
Their  wives,  parents  and  sweethearts  will 
attend.  After  the  dinner  all  will  view  the 
premiere  of  “Hotel  Berlin”  at  the  Warner 
Theatre  . . . Robert  McMillan  of  the  stage- 
hands union  has  been  stationed  in  Chicago 
with  the  navy  for  a time  working  on  radar. 

Johnny  Matis,  Alhambra  manager,  reports 
the  latest  in  doggy  attire.  A patron  of  the 
house  brings  a bulldog  wearing  quite  a dog 
blanket.  It  has  a small  change  pocket  from 
which  the  owner  extricates  coins  to  feed  the 
vending  machines.  No,  the  dog  does  not  see 
the  show.  The  patron’s  husband  walks  the 
pooch  around. 

An  unidentified  lad  in  the  house  band  at 
the  Riverside  asked  Eddie  Weisfeldt,  mana- 
ger, the  age  of  Jean  Parker,  who  made  a 
recent  appearance  at  the  Riverside.  “Well,” 
said  Eddie,  “let  me  see.  I was  married  in — 
no  that  was  three  years  after  Joey  Sangor 
fought  Ritchie  Mitchell — or  did  he?  Then  in 
1925  my  dog  died.  About  two  weeks  after  that 
vaudeville  came  back  again  and  sound  was 
added  to  pictures.  I buried  my  great  aunt 
in  1940 — that  makes  Jean  Parker  about  26.” 

Manning  Silverman  of  the  Ogden  bet  on  a 
sure  thing.  A recent  basketball  game  sched- 
uled for  the  evening  was  moved  ahead  to 
the  afternoon.  For  a gag  Manning  neglected 
letting  his  betting  partner  in  on  the  deal. 
But  the  following  day  Manning  was  the  sad 
sack.  His  team  lost,  as  did  Manning  . . . 
Billy  Rose  had  a protege  in  town  at  the 


OA  You  Lucky  &JdA<fojts! 

-HERE’S  A “SM-O^ice  bonanza- 

TME  SURPRIZE  MONEY  SHOW  OF  ' 45 


DANNY 


The  Screen's  Newest 
Sensation  — A Riot 

"The  " 

BIRTH  of 
A STAR 

A Streamlined  Feature 


RlUASID  THRU  ASTOR  PICTURES  CORP 


Henri  Elman,  Capitol  Film  Exchange,  1327  S.  Wabash  Ave„  Chicago  5,  111. 
Andy  Dietz,  Astor  Pictures,  3206  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis  3,  Mo. 

Joseph  Bohn,  PRC  Exchange,  438  N.  Illinois  Ave.,  Indianapolis  4,  Ind. 

C.  D.  Koehler,  Astor  Pictures,  725  W.  Wells  St.,  Milwaukee  3,  Wis. 
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Empress,  Val  du  Val,  singer  and  dancer. 

Maj.  Dick  Bong,  war  ace  from  Wisconsin, 
is  having  a picture  done  in  the  form  of  a 
screen  biography  ...  At  Westby,  “Tulip 
Time”  was  presented  by  the  high  school 
chorus,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Vienna 
James  ...  At  the  Orpheum  in  Madison, 
“Gay  Nineties  Revue”  failed  to  jell.  It  was 
intended  to  jerk  tears  for  the  days  of  vaude- 
ville. 

Fox  Wisconsin  has  some  new  faces  in  the 
Varsity  Bldg.  They  are  Virginia  Williams 
and  Elaine  Gabriel,  operating  department; 
Virginia  Bellagamba,  accounting;  Margaret 
Macoskie,  secretary  to  A.  Provinzano; 
Jacqueline  Kaul,  secretary  to  R.  Loutnik 
. . . Local  niteries  are  trying  Saturday  and 
Sunday  afternoon  dancing  with  shows  to 
combat  curfew  inroads  on  the  take  . . 
The  “earphone  ballroom”  appearance  some- 
where in  Italy  was  an  experience  for  Lieut. 
Robert  L.  Griffith,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jesse  L.  Griffith,  Madison.  Through  the  use 
of  a headphone,  Griffith  related  his  experi- 
ences as  a B17  pilot  to  other  hospital  in- 
mates, each  with  a bedside  earphone. 

Halperin,  Lover  of  Hams 
And  Bums,  Is  Stricken 

CHICAGO — Isidore  Halperin,  whom  thou- 
sands in  show  business  knew  so  much  better 
as  “Hal,”  died  Sunday  (4)  in  Miami  Beach, 
Fla.,  from  a heart  ailment  after  weeks  under 
an  oxygen  tent. 

A lightweight  physically,  with  a heavy- 
weight’s punch,  Hal,  48  years  old,  fought  for 
the  interests  of  show  people  whom  he  desig- 
nated as  “hams”  and  “bums,”  and  loved. 

When  the  war  came,  Hal  left  his  post  as 
Chicago  head  of  the  theatrical  magazine  to 
become  chairman  of  the  Chicago  committee 
of  the  USO-Camp  Shows.  He  fought  hard  in 
the  interest  of  men  lying  sick  and  wounded  in 
hospitals.  He  organized  shows,  with  nothing 
but  the  best  acts  for  these  most  appreciative 
audiences.  He  found  time,  too,  to  head  the 
midwest  division  of  the  theatre  authority, 
which  rules  on  applications  for  benefit  per- 
formances. He  was  a prominent  officer  in 
the  amusement  division  in  Chicago  for  war 
relief  drives  and  was  a charter  member  of 
Variety  Club  of  Illinois  and  served  as  a di- 
rector. 

A native  of  Winthrop,  Minn.,  Halperin 
worked  on  newspapers  before  going  to  Va- 
riety. 

The  body  was  brought  here  for  burial.  He 
is  survived  by  the  wife  Mae,  two  daughters. 
Jacqueline  and  Bernadine,  and  a brother  Max. 

Carl  Scott  Named  Manager 
Of  Circuit  in  Muncie 

MUNCIE — Carl  W.  Scott  has  been  appoint- 
ed city  manager  for  Theatrical  Managers, 
Inc.,  by  Marc  J.  Wolf,  general  manager  foi 
Y.  and  W.  Management  Corp.,  Indianapolis. 
Scott,  who  served  as  assistant  to  the  late 
Leonard  Sowar  in  theatre  management  here, 
will  oversee  operation  of  the  Rivoli,  Wysor, 
Strand,  Hoosier  and  Uptown  theatres. 

Coming  to  Muncie  three  years  ago  from 
Canton,  Ohio,  Scott  has  managed  each  of  the 
theatres  here  during  that  period.  He  has 
been  in  the  theatre  management  work  12 
years  and  was  assistant  manager  at  Loew’s, 
Indianapolis,  five  years  and  was  with  the 
Loew  organization  in  Canton. 

John  Crane,  former  manager  of  the  Strand, 
transfers  to  the  Rivoli,  Scott  announced,  and 
Harry  Keesaer,  who  joined  the  compeny  re- 
cently, is  the  new  Strand  manager. 

English  Floor  Service 
Gripes  La  Porte  GI 

LA  PORTE,  IND. — Cpl.  Rex  P.  Gamble, 
formerly  of  the  Roxy  Theatre  service  staff 


CENTRAL  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Charles  H.  Weeks  jr. 

of  Dexter,  Mo.,  is  a 
successful  showman 
who  literally  grew  up 
in  the  industry.  His 
father,  the  late  Charles 
H.  Weeks  sr.,  opened  a 
theatre  in  Dexter  in 
1907  which  is  still  be- 
ing operated  under  his 
name.  When  the  el- 
der Weeks  died  in  1943, 
Charles  Weeks  as- 
sumed management  of 
that  theatre  and  since  then  has  acquired  the 
Gem,  Dexter  and  the  Weeks  at  Bernie.  Weeks 
is  a Kiwanian,  president  of  the  Country  Club 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
his  hobbies  are  home  motion  pictures,  hunt- 
ing and  fishing. 


His  father’s  ownership 
of  the  opera  house  at 
Griggsville,  111.,  deter- 
mined Richard  T. 
Wade’s  career  in  the 
industry.  From  1924 
until  1930  he  operated 
the  house  for  his 
father.  After  that  he 
took  over  the  theatre, 
which  he  called  the 
Pike,  for  himself  and 
has  operated  it  ever 
since.  Wade,  who  is 
known  familiarly  as  “Bud,”  is  married  and 
the  father  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
in  school.  His  interests  have  always  been 
confined  almost  exclusively  to  his  family  and 
to  his  theatre,  but  his  show  is  one  of  the 
town’s  chief  recreational  outlets. 


S.  E.  Pirtle  of  Jersey- 
ville,  111.,  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  MPTO  of 
southern  Illinois  and 
southeast  Missouri 
and  successfully  pre- 
sides over  the  destinies 
of  eight  theatres  in 
eastern  Missouri  and 
southern  Illinois.  He 
started  i n s h o w busi- 
ness “back  in  the  days 
when  we  didn’t  know 
what  our  show  was 
until  we  opened  the  can.”  Pirtle,  whose 
friends  call  him  “Sam,”  says  he  has  no  hob- 
bies other  than  hard  work.  He  has  two  sons, 
one  of  whom  is  in  military  service.  It  has 
been  31  years  since  he  opened  his  first  show, 
at  Flora,  111. 

J.  B.  Lueken  is  the 
very  embodiment  o f 
the  phrase,  “a  grand 
old  showman.”  In  his 
86th  year,  he  has  re- 
tired from  active  busi- 
ness and  the  manage- 
ment of  his  theatre, 
the  Macklind,  at  5415 
Arsenal,  St.  Louis, 
rests  in  the  hand  of 
his  son,  Bernard.  Lue- 
ken, whose  friends  call 
him  “Barney,”  is  the 
father  of  nine  children  and  has  14  grand- 
children. He  is  a member  of  the  MPTO  of 
St.  Louis,  Eastern  Missouri  and  Illinois.  “Show 
business  is  his  only  diversion”  but  he  belongs 
to  St.  George’s  branch  No.  70,  and  the  West- 
ern Catholic  Union. 


Russell  Armentrout  of 

Louisiana,  Mo.,  has 
had  a particularly  suc- 
cessful career  since  he 
entered  show  business 
at  Pittsfield,  111.,  in 
1922.  He  owns  four  the- 
atres, all  named  Clark, 
in  Louisiana  and 
Shelbina,  Mo.;  Pitts- 
field and  Barry,  111. 

He  is  a leader  in  civic 
affairs,  being  presi- 
dent of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  commander  of 
the  Haney-Pennock  post  of  the  American 
Legion.  Armentrout  also  is  a member  of  the 
Elks  and  has  two  daughters,  Zoe  and  Carol. 
He  finished  high  school  and  two  years  at 
Chicago  University  as  a World  War  I veteran. 


James  Heliotes,  Ft. 
Wayne,  entered  the 
business  in  1924,  with 
the  building  of  the 
Rialto  Theatre  there 
at  a cost  of  $140,000. 
Operating  on  the  same 
site,  the  Rialto  is  now 
a leading  neighbor- 
hood house  of  the  city. 
A member  of  the  As- 
sociated Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Indiana  for  the 
last  20  years,  Heliotes 
is  also  a Shriner  and  Knight  Templar.  He  has 
two  sons:  George,  who  has  been  a film  buyer 
and  booker  for  the  last  21  years,  and  John, 
employed  at  the  Studebaker  Corp.  aviation 
division,  at  Ft.  Wayne.  Heliotes  is  a wrestling 
fan. 


and  now  with  a signal  service  battalion  over- 
seas, writing  to  the  I&I  Contact,  comes  up 
with  this  comment; 

“I  have  been  somewhere  in  England,  or  I 
should  say  everywhere  in  England,  for  over 
a year  now  and  previous  to  that  I spent  a 
little  time  in  Iceland  where  the  women  are 
as  cold  as  the  country. 

“The  theatre,  cinema,  is  about  the  only  en- 
tertainment this  country  has  to  offer;  there- 
fore, I take  in  my  share  of  the  shows.  Natu- 
rally, since  I am  an  ex-theatre  man  and 
specialized  in  floor  service,  I can’t  help 
noticing  the  service  they  give  over  here.  Be- 
lieve me  they  break  each  and  every  one  of 
the  ‘Rules  and  Regulations  for  Ushers.’  I’d 
give  anything  to  take  charge  of  a service  staff 
in  one  of  the  large  theatres  over  here  for  one 
month  and  then  sit  back  and  watch  the  com- 
pliments pour  in  . . .” 


'Winged  Victory'  Promotion 
At  World's  Busiest  Corner 

CHICAGO — To  open  “Winged  Victory”  at 
the  Roosevelt,  the  B&K  and  other  interested 
press  agents  staged  a civic-patriotic  cere- 
mony at  State  and  Madison,  “the  world’s 
busiest  corner,”  at  high  noon.  A reviewing 
stand  was  graced  by  city  solons,  returned  vet- 
erans were  decorated,  exchange  Jap  prisoners 
welcomed  and  other  ceremonies  conducted 
which  made  heavy  traffic  pause  and  take 
heed.  The  papers  went  for  it  in  a big  way. 

A display  of  war  equipment  was  another 
feature  which  remained  on  display  several 
days  during  which  there  were  shows  given 
on  the  reviewing  stand,  featuring  night  club 
and  radio  talent.  Artists  cooperated,  as  did 
other  agencies,  since  all  profits  from  the  film 
go  to  army  charities. 
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JJomer  Snook,  sales  manager  of  the  pro- 
jection division  of  RCA,  was  in  from 
Camden,  N.  J.,  for  a Row  visit  . . . Woods 
and  LaSalle  theatres  now  open  at  7:45  a.  m., 
since  they  can’t  operate  the  usual  24  hours 
. . . The  RKO  Grand  advertises  “Attend 
Our  Curfew  Show — last  ‘Murder,  My  Sweet’ 
at  10:20,”  the  McVickers  with  “See  Last 
of  ‘Tokyo’  at  9:30”  . . . New  time  schedule 
causes  the  Oriental  to  close  with  the  stage 
show  at  10:50  and  the  RKO  Palace  states 
“Three  Caballeros”  goes  on  the  last  time 
at  10:35. 

Glenn  Burt,  long-time  steward  at  Variety 
Club,  has  resigned  because  of  ill  health  . . . 
“Fighting  Lady,”  the  navy’s  Technicolor 
super-short,  opens  at  the  Garrick  March  17, 
to  be  co-featured  with  20th-Fox’s  “Sunday 
Dinner  for  a Soldier”  . . . Joe  Malits,  Metro 
salesman  in  Milwaukee,  was  on  the  Row  for 
a brief  visit  with  pals. 

Newsreel  cameramen  are  getting  a big 
play.  Jack  Barnett  of  20th-Fox,  who  has 
been  doing  a lot  of  lecturing  about  his  over- 
seas adventures,  addressed  a food  show  here, 
showing  16mm  films,  and  Jack  Lieb,  M-G-M, 
told  his  story  and  showed  films  to  the 
wounded  vets  at  Gardiner  and  Vaughan  hos- 
pitals. 

Madeline  Lizette,  chief  of  service  at  Tele- 
news, received  word  that  her  brother,  Sgt. 
James  Lizette,  is  a prisoner  of  war  in  Ger- 
many. He  had  been  reported  missing  in 
action  for  two  months  . . . Marie  L.  Kluge 
of  the  M-G-M  booking  department  was 
honored  with  a shower  and  luncheon  by  the 
M-G-M  Pep  Club  at  Gibby’s  last  week.  She 
will  wed  Elmer  Simpson  in  April. 

Robert  Shaw  jr.,  formerly  of  Essaness  at 
the  North  Center,  is  now  with  the  Second 
marine  division  in  the  Pacific.  He  received 
the  presidential  citation  for  bravery  . . . 
Harry  Seeds,  Warners  district  manager,  has 
gone  to  Gotham  to  confab  with  executives; 
ditto,  Hal  Walsh  of  St.  Louis  . . . Sylvan 
Goldfinger,  Telenews  division  manager,  is 
back  from  a west  coast  trip  . . . H.  B.  Engel, 
sales  manager  of  DeVry  Corp.,  is  making 
an  extensive  tour  of  southern  states  to  get 
the  lowdown  on  what’s  needed  in  the  way 
of  new  DeVry  projectors,  sound  equipment 
and  so  on  . . . Jack  Flynn  of  M-G-M,  Tom 
Gilliam  of  20th-Fox,  Sam  Gorelick  of  RKO 


and  Harold  Stevens  of  Paramount  got  to- 
gether to  set  up  a distributors’  drive  for 
the  Red  Cross  in  this  area. 

Henry  Murdock,  critic  of  the  Sun,  had 
much  to  say  in  praise  of  revivals  such  as 
“Sign  of  the  Cross,”  “Topper,”  “Wuthering 
Heights,”  etc.,  and  the  public,  as  reported 
last  week,  eagerly  responded  to  the  oldies 
. . . The  Hoosier  Hot  Shots  are  now  in 
Hollywood  doing  their  fourth  stint  for  Co- 
lumbia. It’s  called  “Rhythm  Roundup.” 
Johnny  Neblett,  whose  “So  the  Story  Goes” 
is  aired  thrice  weekly  on  the  networks,  has 
opened  a west  coast  office  and  will  go  that 
way  soon  to  put  film  biggies  with  Alger 
stories  in  their  backgrounds,  into  his  radio 
series. 

Bill  Bishop,  head  publicist  for  M-G-M  in 
this  area,  says  the  company  is  using  in- 
creased radio  coverage  with  WBBM,  weekly 
for  spot  announcements;  WMAQ,  twice  a 
week,  and  WGN  three  times  a week  for  15 
minutes.  In  addition,  1945  will  see  more 
radio  in  the  form  of  special  tieups  with 
smaller  outlets. 

The  film  division  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion has  available  free  reels  for  civic  groups 
and  clubs.  This  new  service  costs  nothing 
save  shipping.  Borrowers  are  held  respon- 
sible for  the  films  . . . Warner  Theatres,  in 
an  effort  to  make  up  some  of  the  lost  rev- 
enue occasioned  by  the  curfew,  have  ad- 
vanced times  of  price  changes  in  its  three 
top  houses.  The  Stratford,  Avalon  and 
Capitol,  from  6 to  5 p.  m.  on  Saturdays. 
The  move  is  being  studied  by  other  circuits 
who  have  an  eye  on  the  same  thing. 

The  Abe  Montague  anniversary  campaign, 
“Say  It  With  Dates,”  is  the  reason  the  Co- 
lumbia exchange  is  all  aflutter  with  ban- 
ners . . . Ted  Reisch  and  Howard  Green- 
stein,  Universal  bookers,  narrowly  escaped 
serious  injury  when  their  auto  and  another 
collided  Sunday,  March  4.  After  a patching 
up  at  the  hospital,  both  were  able  to  be  at 
their  desks  Monday. 

Jack  Hess  now  heads  the  publicity  com- 
mittee of  Variety  Club  . . . A1  Daff  of  Uni- 
versal’s foreign  sales  department,  his  wife 
and  baby,  were  stopovers  last  week  . . . Nate 
Platt,  B&K  production  chief,  is  Florida-ing 
. . . Ben  Katz,  Universal  praise-agent,  is 
working  with  Milton  Woodward,  RKO  Pal- 
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CHICAGO  PLEDGES  PILE  UP— At  the  Red  Cross  meeting  held  at  the  Hotel 
Stevens  the  big  sign  indicated  88  per  cent  of  the  territory’s  theatres  were  pledged 
to  the  war  fund  week.  Since  then  more  have  come  in.  Left  to  right  are:  Harold 
Stevens;  Henry  F.  Tenney;  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Ryerson,  volunteer  chairman  of  the 
Chicago  Women’s  Division;  Arthur  L.  Mayer;  John  Balaban;  M.  A.  Lightman; 
Dick  Powell,  and  Robert  Mochrie. 


ace  publicist,  on  a campaign  for  the  Abbott 
and  Costello  opus,  “Here  Come  the  Co-Eds,” 
opening  March  23. 

Joe  Winninger,  veteran  showman  member 
of  the  Devon  managerial  staff,  enjoyed 
“Belle  of  the  Yukon”  more  than  once  for 
the  Woods’  hit  features  Joe’s  brother  Charlie 
. . . Harold  Abbott  and  Chris  Christos  have 
leased  the  Acadia  and  Gaelic  theatres,  for- 
merly operated  by  John  Remijas  . . . Gypsy 
Rose  Lee  was  much  in  evidence  on  the 
Rialto,  being  in  the  Woods  feature  and  in 
perscn  at  the  Oriental. 

Leon  Fromkess,  PRC  president  going  east 
to  west,  stopped  off  to  chat  with  Henri  El- 
man, PRC  biggie  here  . . . Humphrey  Bogart 
was  here  to  lunch  with  Lauren  Bacall, 
thence  to  the  coast  on  a train  also  bearing 
Dorothy  Porter  who  is  to  be  screen  tested 
by  RKO  ...  Van  A.  Nomikos  made  a hit 
on  the  Row  by  passing  out  tickets  for  the 
Shrine  circus.  He  bought  a bundle  of  them. 

The  Crystal  Theatre,  300-seater  on  the 
south  side  which  has  been  closed  a while, 
will  reopen  April  1 by  A1  Silver  with  Si 
Greiver  booking  . . . Harry  Wald,  St.  Louis 
theatre  owner,  was  on  the  Row  to  talk  over 
things  with  Saul  Goldman  of  Variety  Pic- 
tures . . . Nettie  Solon,  former  RKO  booker, 
will  extend  her  west  coast  visit  into  a per- 
manent residence  there. 

Bill  Galligan,  one-time  manager  of  the 
Esquire,  is  a first  lieutenant  and  has  been 
recommended  for  the  Silver  Star  for  his 
services  in  France  and  Germany  . . . The 
Reel  Fellows  Club  will  meet  March  18  at 
the  Blackstone.  The  organization  is  giving 
Fred  Bartow,  the  grand  guy  who  is  so  sick, 
$100  a month  from  the  funds  raised  for 
him  some  time  ago. 

When  such  old-time  vaudeville  stars  as 
Benny  Fields,  Willie  Howard,  Blossom  Seeley 
and  others  appeared  at  the  RKO  Palace 
for  “Purple  Heart”  night,  Frank  Smith  had 
a grand  time  cutting  up  old  times  for  these, 
like  hundreds  more,  were  regular  headliners 
at  the  old  Palace  before  it  flipped  over  to 
flickers  . . . Bernard  Mack,  son  of  Irving 
Mack  who  was  wounded  overseas,  is  now 
hospitalized  at  the  Schick  in  Clinton,  Iowa. 

“Behind  the  Enemy  Lines”  was  James 
Jovan’s  first  attraction  at  his  newly-acquired 
Monroe.  He  owns  a piece  of  the  film  which 
has  been  compiled  from  confiscated  Nazi 
and  Jap  newsreels  . . . Nina  Holton  of  the 
Better  Film  Council  and  J.  J.  White,  prin- 
cipal of  the  Pershing  High  School,  brought 
the  “movie  appreciation”  students  to  see 
“Music  for  Millions,”  screened  by  M-G-M 
last  week.  Other  schools  will  attend  screen- 
ing from  time  to  time.  Each  showing  is 
followed  by  a roundtable  session. 

Abe  Lastfogel,  head  of  USO-Camp  Shows, 
happened  to  be  here  when  the  news  of  Hal 
Halperin’s  death  came,  so  he  remained  fsr 
the  funeral.  They  were  old-time  friends  . . . 
First  films  of  the  Iwo  Jima  battle  are  being 
shown  at  the  Telenews  and  drawing  throngs. 


Television  Show  on  WBKB 

CHICAGO — A typical  television  show,  the 
kind  that  will  be  aired  regularly  in  the  post- 
war era,  was  staged  on  station  WBKB  (Bala- 
ban & Katz)  by  Marge  of  Sunrise  Farm,  a 
Chicago  Tribune  writer  and  a staff  artist, 
last  week. 


Milwaukee  Board  Change 

MILWAUKEE — Resignation  of  Miss  Beu- 
lah E.  Marquardt  as  chairman  of  the  city 
motion  picture  commission,  and  appointment 
of  Herbert  M.  Drissen  to  succeed  her,  was 
announced  by  Mayor  Bohn. 
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CHICAGO  OPERATORS  PRESENT  CHECK  TO  POLIO  FUND— A check  for 
$140,000  is  held  up  by  two  young  polio  victims,  center,  Glen  Rertolini  and  Noreen 
Johnson,  as,  left  to  right,  James  Doody,  co-chairman  of  the  polio  drive;  Jack  Kirsch 
of  Allied  Theatres,  John  Balaban  of  Balaban  & Katz  Theatres,  Arthur  Schneider, 
co-manager  of  polio  drive,  and  Maurice  Rubens  of  B&K  Great- States,  look  on. 

Residents  of  Cook  County,  incidentally,  subscribed  more  than  $500,000  in  the 
1945  campaign  against  paralysis,  Britton  I.  Budd  and  Col.  A.  A.  Sprague,  co-chair- 
men of  the  drive,  announced. 


Nick  and  Weston  Doff 
U.S.  Prison  Uniforms 

ST.  LOUIS — Paroles  granted  recently  to 
John  P.  Nick,  former  first  vice-president  of 
the  IATSE,  and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  one-time 
business  agent  for  the  projectionists  local 
No.  143,  give  the  federal  government  some 
semblance  of  control  over  their  future  activi- 
ties. 

Nick  was  released  from  the  federal  peni- 
tentiary at  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  and  Weston 
from  the  prison  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  March 
7,  some  six  months  before  they  would  have 
been  eligible  for  outright  release,  with  no 
strings  attached. 

Both  men  were  convicted  September  18, 
1940,  in  the  U.S.  district  court  here  on  11 
counts  charging  violations  of  provisions  of 
the  federal  anti-racketeering  law,  but  were 
not  sentenced  until  January  2,  1942,  when 
prison  terms  of  five  years  and  fines  of 
$10,000  were  imposed.  It  is  understood  these 
fines  have  not  been  paid. 

Terms  Not  Disclosed 

Judge  T.  Weber  Wilson  of  the  federal  pa- 
role board  in  Washington  has  declined  to 
reveal  the  terms  of  the  paroles  nor  would 
he  furnish  the  names  of  those  who  had 
interceded  on  behalf  of  Nick  and  Weston. 
Under  the  general  terms  of  such  paroles 
the  men  must  report  to  a federal  parole  of- 
ficer at  least  once  a month,  remain  in  the 
general  area  of  their  homes  and  not  engage 
in  any  illegal  activity. 

Nick  and  Weston  were  found  guilty  of  ex- 
torting $6,500  from  various  theatre  owners 
in  1937  on  the  promise  to  drop  a demand 
for  an  exhorbitant  increase  in  wages  of 
union  projectionists.  There  was  also  evi- 
dence that  Weston  obtained  a $2,000  “loan” 
about  the  time  the  Fanchon  & Marco  inter- 
ests reopened  the  Orpheum  Theatre  which 
they  had  taken  over  from  Warner  Bros. 
There  was  also  evidence  at  their  trial  that 
theatre  owners  were  forced  to  buy  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Co-operative  Sound  Service  Supply 
Co.,  which  they  controlled  at  that  time. 

Nick  at  Hospital 

Both  men  originally  were  taken  to  the 
model  new  prison  at  Terre  Haute,  but  Nick 
some  time  later  was  transferred  to  Leaven- 
worth and  subsequently  spent  much  time  in 
the  federal  hospital  for  prisoners  near 
Springfield,  Mo.  For  a number  of  years  he 
has  suffered  severely  from  arthritis.  It  is 
understood  that  when  his  condition  per- 
mitted he  operated  a projection  machine 
when  motion  picture  shows  were  given  for 
inmates  at  the  federal  hospital. 

Nick,  on  orders  of  the  IATSE,  took  over 
control  of  Local  No.  143  in  1935  and  installed 
Weston  as  the  business  manager.  Several 
years  later  a large  faction  in  the  union 
objected  to  the  Nick-Weston  regime  and  filed 
receivership  proceedings  and  Circuit  Judge 
Ernest  F.  Oakley  subsequently  ousted  the 
pair  from  control. 

New  Date  Set  for  Carey 
AAA  Complaint  Heavy 

ST.  LOUIS — A new  date  has  not  yet  been 
set  for  the  AAA  hearing  on  the  complaint  of 
G.  Carey,  Stadium  Theatre  in  Caruthersville, 
Mo.,  against  the  members  of  the  Big  Five 
with  the  Rodgers  circuit  of  Cairo,  111.,  owner 
of  the  competing  Gem  and  Rodgers  theatres 
as  intervenor.  There  is  a possibility  that  a 
satisfactory  settlement  may  be  reached  by 
the  various  interested  parties  before  the  case 
goes  to  trial  before  Arbiter  Joseph  T.  Davis. 
Carey  charged  that  M-G-M  has  refused  to 
grant  some  run  and  that  RKO,  Warners, 
20th -Fox  and  Paramount  allow  unreasonable 
clearance  to  the  rival  houses. 


Manta  & Rose  Explain 
What's  in  a Name 

CHICAGO — Use  of  two  familiar  names  in 
an  unfamiliar  way  brought  this  explanation 
in  the  current  issue  of  the  I&I  Contact: 

“Use  of  the  firm  name,  Manta  & Rose,  calls 
for  an  explanation  to  you  who  know  our 
group  of  show  houses  as  the  Indiana-Illinois 
Theatres. 

“To  make  a short  report — Alex  Manta  and 
Jack  Rose,  still  retaining  their  interest  in  the 
various  theatres,  have  purchased  the  Chicago 
office  only  from  their  associates.  This  office 
now  is  being  operated  under  the  firm  name 
of  Manta  & Rose,  doing  a general  theatre 
and  booking  business.  This  makes  possible 
the  operation  of  theatres  other  than  those 
of  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  group. 

“That’s  all  there  is  too  it  and  in  nowise 
changes  our  old  relationship.” 

It  was  signed  by  Alex  Manta  and  Jack  Rose. 

"Today's  Mexico"  Slated 
In  Chicago  March  24 

CHICAGO — Motion  pictures  here  and  there, 
aside  from  regular  theatres,  include  the  com- 
ing Burton  Holmes’  “Today’s  Mexico”  at  the 
Civic  Opera  House  March  24,  and  “Colorful 
Guatemala,”  March  28. 

Members  of  the  Magic  Carpet  Club  looked 
at  “Winged  Horizons,”  a color  film,  at  their 
luncheon  meeting  in  the  Sherman  Hotel.  A 
free  film  program  for  children  at  the  Chi- 
cago Natural  History  Museum  featured  “Itchy 
Scratchy,”  movie  story  of  a bear. 

“They  Live  Forever,”  a sound  film  which 
has  as  its  theme  the  religious  experiences 
of  members  of  the  armed  forces  in  World  War 
II,  was  shown  in  the  Belden  Baptist  Church 
auditorium  to  visiting  service  men. 


Monogram  Lifts  Cookson's  Option 

Monogram  has  lifted  the  option  on  Peter 
Cookson. 


Kirsch  Again  President 
Of  Illinois  Showmen 

CHICAGO — In  a special  ballot,  Jack  Kirsch 
was  re-elected  president  of  Allied  Theatres 
of  Illinois  at  the  15th  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  at  the  Hotel  Blackstone.  Sixty 
of  the  135  members  were  present. 

The  corporation  articles  of  the  association 
provide  a term  of  three  years  for  the  presi- 
dent. At  each  annual  meeting,  President 
Kirsch  tenders  his  resignation,  and  the  ses- 
sion is  turned  over  to  Vice-President  Van  A. 
Nomikos,  who  calls  for  the  special  voting  on 
this  office.  Kirsch  has  always  been  re-nomi- 
nated with  no  opposing  candidate  ever  being 
named.  All  other  officers’  terms  are  for  one 
year  only. 

In  the  regular  election  the  following  were 
chosen  again:  Nomikos,  vice-president;  Rich- 
ard Salkin,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Harry 
Nepo,  sergeant-at-arms,  and  as  directors, 
Verne  Langdon,  Sinuel  Roberts,  Ben  Bartel- 
stein,  Arthur  Davidson,  Charles  Nelson,  Jack 
Rose,  Ludwig  Sussman,  Ed  Trinz,  Joseph 
Stern,  Ben  Banowitz,  John  Mitchell,  Basil 
Charuhas,  Abe  Goldstein,  Ben  Lasker  and 
Lou  Harrison. 

Noblesville,  Ind.,  Approves 
Curfew  for  All  Under  18 

NOBLESVILLE,  IND. — By  a majority  of 
one  the  city  council  approved  a curfew  ordi- 
nance to  keep  boys  and  girls  under  18  off  the 
streets  between  10:30  p.  m.  and  4 a.  m.,  un- 
less they  can  show  they  are  going  to  or  from 
work.  Parents  or  others  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  children  are  subject  to  fines 
up  to  $50.  Mayor  E.  R.  Fertig  sponsored  the 
new  ordinance  but  some  of  the  councilmen 
thought  the  measure  too  drastic  and  would 
not  support  it. 
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Exhibitor  Presented 
A Hospital  Citation 

INDIANAPOLIS— George  Pappas,  manager 
of  the  Circle  Theatre  here,  is  the  proud  pos- 
sessor of  the  first  and  perhaps  the  only 
civilian  citation  issued  by  Billings  General 
Hospital.  The  certificate  reads: 

“Billings  General  Hospital,  Ft.  Benjamin 
Harrison,  awards  this  certificate  of  apprecia- 
tion to  George  Pappas  for  meritorious  and 
outstanding  support  and  cooperation  in  en- 
tertaining patients.” 

It  is  signed  by  Col.  H.  J.  Dale  and  Capt. 
Melvin  B.  Schwartz  of  the  medical  corps, 
July  18,  1944.  It  was  issued  in  appreciation 
of  Pappas’  success  in  bringing  stage  shows 
to  the  hospital  wards  and  recreation  halls 
from  the  special  stage  programs  booked  at 
the  Circle. 

Missouri  House's  Case 
On  Clearance  Delayed 

ST.  LOUIS — The  complaint  of  G.  Carey  of 
the  Stadium  Theatre  in  Caruthersville,  Mo., 
charging  that  RKO,  Warner  Bros.,  Para- 
mount and  20th-Fox  have  been  granting  un- 
reasonable clearance  to  the  Gem  and  Rodgers 
theatres,  operated  by  the  I.  W.  Rodgers  cir- 
cuit, and  which  also  alleged  that  Loew’s,  Inc., 
had  declined  to  furnish  M-G-M  pictures  for 
some  run  at  the  Stadium,  has  been  continued 
indefinitely  by  consent  of  all  interested 
parties  and  the  AAA  arbiter. 

The  Rodgers  circuit  has  intervened  to  pro- 
tect the  present  clearance  at  the  Gem  and 
Rodgers,  which  they  contend  are  not  unrea- 
sonable. 

More  Than  800  Attend 
The  Hal  Halperin  Rites 

CHICAGO — A crowd  of  800,  including  all 
the  well-knowps  of  Filmrow  and  the  Chicago 
show  world  attended  the  funeral  of  Isadore 
“Hal”  Halperin  Thursday  last  week.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  Hal  headed  the  entertain- 
ment division  of  Mayor  Kelly’s  OCD,  was 
local  representative  of  AGVA  as  well  as  of 
the  USO-Camp  Shows,  and  up  until  about  a 
year  ago  had  been  Chicago  representative  for 
Variety. 

His  death,  mourned  widely,  since  he  knew 
just  about  everybody  in  show  business,  jour- 
nalism and  the  kindred  professions  in  this 
area,  took  place  in  Florida.  He  had  been  in 
poor  health  over  a number  of  years  and  was 
48  years  old  when  he  passed  on.  Burial  was 
in  Free  Masons  Cemetery  in  Waldheim,  For- 
est Park. 


Beverly  Johnson  to  a Term  Pact 

Beverly  Johnson,  a newcomer,  has  been 
signed  by  Paramount  to  a term  pact  and 
will  debut  in  “Masquerade  in  Mexico.” 


Bans  Peanuts,  Popcorn 
To  Cut  Down  Noise 

Milwaukee — One  local  exhibitor  has  the 
extra  noise  problem  in  his  house  just 
about  licked,  but  it’s  cutting  into  his  con- 
cession business.  He  requires  patrons  to 
park  their  peanuts,  popcorn  and  other 
“noisemakers”  at  the  boxoffice  on  the  way 
in.  And  he  has  quit  vending  the  chunchy 
products. 


INDIANAPOUS 

Cam  Horowitz,  Selznick  Pictures,  visited  the 
^ UA  exchange  to  arrange  publicity  for  “I’ll 
Be  Seeing  You”  . . . Jack  Schwartz,  a former 
local  exhibitor,  was  a Row  visitor  . . . Tom 
Baker,  head  of  Affiliated  Theatres,  is  ex- 
pected to  return  to  his  duties  about  April  1 
from  a Florida  vacation. 

Earl  Herndon  was  given  a surprise  party 
on  the  occasion  of  his  birthday  last  week  by 
his  wife  and  members  of  the  Affiliated  The- 
atres staff.  Earl  is  AT  general  manager  . . . 
Pvt.  Melvin  S.  Davids,  who  was  employed 
at  the  local  RCA  plant  here  before  he  en- 
tered the  service,  received  a Bronze  Star  for 
action  in  France,  Sept.  22,  1944.  He  entered 
the  army  in  June  1944. 

The  Variety  Club  is  making  preparations 
for  installation  of  officers  Monday  night, 
March  26.  Because  of  the  war  the  officers 
and  directors  decided  not  to  have  the  usual 
banquet  and  festivities,  and  will  hold  a 
streamline  installation. 

Roy  Frisz  of  the  Chakeres  circuit,  Spring- 
field,  Ohio,  was  a Filmrow  visitor  . . . Film- 
row  bookers  are  laying  awake  at  night  trying 
to  cope  with  conditions  resulting  from  floods, 
especially  in  the  Kentucky  territory  . . . Don 
Hammer,  Universal  salesman,  has  recovered 
from  influenza  and  is  back  on  the  job. 

Variety  Club  members  have  been  doing  so 
much  bragging  about  their  skill  as  gin  rummy 
players  the  club  has  decided  to  stage  a 
tournament  to  decide  who  is  justified  to  wear 
the  crown. 

Ward  Scott,  20th-Fox  district  manager,  was 
an  Indianapolis  visitor,  en  route  to  St.  Louis 
on  business  . . . K.  L.  Dotterer,  head  booker 
at  20th-Fox,  was  on  the  sick  list  . . . Harry 
Hays,  United  Artists  salesman,  also  was  ill. 

M.  M.  Krueger,  United  Artists  salesman, 
was  marooned  by  flood  waters  while  stopping 
at  the  McCurdy  Hotel  in  Evansville.  After 
his  rescue,  he  took  the  first  train  back  to 
Indianapolis. 

Local  theatres  are  doing  as  much  business 
as  before  the  midnight  curfew.  Most  houses 
had  been  closing  by  midnight  or  shortly  there- 
after before  the  order. 


MILWAUKEE  AREA  ACTIVE — Approximately  150  representatives  of  the  indus- 
try attended  in  Milwaukee  the  kickoff  meeting  for  the  Red  Cross,  pledging  their 
united  efforts  for  the  campaign. 


Nut  Proves  Too  Big 
For  the  Downtown 

CHICAGO — The  Downtown  Theatre  fold- 
ed recently  because  of  a topheavy  nut. 

H.  S.  Barger,  operator  of  the  theatre 
when  it  was  offering  burlesque  and  its  just- 
ended  vaudeville,  name  bands  and  photoplays, 
declared  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  employ 
a standby  orchestra  despite  the  presence  of 
name  bands  which  made  up  his  presentations: 
and  that  he  had  to  keep  on  the  rolls  six  stage- 
hands plus  four  projectionists. 

The  seating  capacity  of  the  house,  just 

I, 300,  could  not  make  possible  sufficient  re- 
turns to  maintain  this  overhead.  Having  to 
play  second  runs  or  B pictures,  he  attempted 
to  bolster  the  shows  with  strong  stage  bills. 
Result  was  to  much  going  out  to  be  covered 
with  what  could  come  in.  The  Downtown 
may  now  house  legitimate  shows,  but  this  has 
not  been  fully  determined. 

Chicago  Censors  Ink  Out 
Scenes  From  "Dillinger" 

CHICAGO — The  same  fate  that  “Scarface” 
was  accorded  in  1932  was  handed  out  to 
Monogram’s  “Dillinger”  by  the  Chicago  police 
censor  board  when  it  barred  the  feature  from 
Chicago.  It  took  years  to  get  the  former  by 
and,  strangely  enough,  “Scarface”  is  playing 
a revival  date  in  the  loop  right  now. 

The  censors  made  no  comment  on  the 
decision:  neither  did  Irving  Mandel,  local 
Monogram  head.  Whether  he  will  appeal  to 
Police  Commissioner  Alman,  as  was  done  by 
20th-Fox  when  “Roger  Touhy”  was  pinked 
and  the  chief  reversed  the  decision,  is  not 
known. 

Rowites  feel  “Dillinger”  is  being  picked  on 
unfairly,  since  the  Chicago  Daily  News  ran  a 
double  spread  in  roto  on  the  bloody  career 
of  the  gunman  a short  time  ago  and  there 
were  no  police  repercussions  then.  Consensus 
is  Chicago  censors  don’t  like  pictures  which 
play  up  gangsters  and  their  ilk. 

“Hangover  Square”  was  pinked  recently,  but 
Commissioner  Alman  overrode  the  ruling.  He 
takes  such  action  usually  when  certain  cuts 
are  made  to  “eliminate  whatever  is  negative.” 


No  More  Film  Industry 
Cuts  Planned  by  WMC 

CHICAGO — Theatres  and  film  exchanges 
of  this  area  are  at  ease  from  the  WMC,  at 
least  temporarily.  No  survey  with  an  eye  to 
further  cuts  in  staffs  will  be  made  for  the 
present,  according  to  the  local  WMC  head. 
The  recent  cut  in  staffs,  effective  March  15 
did  not  handicap  theatres  much,  since  most 
staff  members  are  now  women  not  affected 
by  the  ruling.  Exchanges  in  some  instances 
had  to  let  a shipping  clerk  or  two  go.  Such 
dismissed  help  must  report  to  the  USES  for 
work.  After  the  emergency,  employers  must 
rehire  such  staff  members.  This  ruling  per- 
tains while  Chicago  is  designated  as  a critical 
labor  area. 


Film-Lecture  on  Holy  Land 

CHICAGO— “On  Sacred  Soil,”  a color  film 
of  the  Holy  Land,  was  shown  at  Thoburn 
Methodist  Church  by  Stephen  A.  Habousa,  a 
native  Galilean  shepherd,  lecturer  and  au- 
thor. He  was  dressed  in  native  costume. 


. WAHOO 

America’s  Finest  Screen  Game 
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Harold  Lyon  Named 
To  ihe  Des  Moines 

DES  MOINES  — Harold  Lyon,  formerly 
manager  of  the  Illini  Theatre,  Moline,  111., 
will  replace  Eddie  Forester  as  manager  of 
the  Des  Moines  Theatre  here,  G.  Ralph  Bran- 
ton,  general  manager  for  Tri-States  Theatre 
Corp.,  revealed  last  week. 

Forester  recently  purchased  theatres  in 
Cumberland  and  Massena,  Iowa. 

Other  changes  in  managerial  positions  in 
Des  Moines  theatres  follow: 

Davis  Alexander,  formerly  of  the  Strand, 
becomes  manager  of  the  Illini,  Moline. 

George  Lawson,  formerly  of  the  Roosevelt, 
becomes  manager  of  the  Strand. 

Betty  Hensler,  formerly  of  the  Hiland,  be- 
comes manager  of  the  Roosevelt. 

Georgia  Shannon,  formerly  of  the  Uptown, 
becomes  manager  of  the  Hiland. 

Helen  Davey,  formerly  of  the  Ingersoll,  be- 
comes manager  of  the  Uptown,  and  Arthur 
Lane  has  been  appointed  manager  of  the 
Ingersoll. 

Small  Town  Showmen  Too 
Easy,  Twin  City  Complaint 

MINNEAPOLIS— Twin  City  independent 
leaders  blame  small  town  exhibitors  in  the 
territory  in  part  for  the  present  allegedly 
excessive  film  prices.  They  accuse  the  out- 
of-towners  of  “going  for  almost  any  sort  of 
deal.”  There  are  “some”  good  buyers  among 
the  out-of-towners,  but  the  vast  majority  are 
“suckers”  for  the  film  salesmen  and  fall  for 
any  terms,  some  local  men  claim. 

What  happens,  according  to  the  leaders 
here,  is  that  the  out-of-town  deals  set  a pre- 
cedent and  establish  the  figures  for  the  Twin 
Cities,  too.  That’s  one  of  the  reasons  why 
the  boys  here  say  they  are  hoping  that  Frank 
Mantzke,  former  Universal  branch  manager 
here  and  in  Milwaukee  will  succeed  in  or- 
ganizing his  booking  and  buying  circuit,  de- 
signed primarily  for  the  small  town  exhibi- 
tors. 

Death  Valley  Mack  Must 
Refund  $600  to  Girls 

DES  MOINES — Judgment  for  $600  has  been 
awarded  in  court  to  Mary  Mugerdichen  and 
Deba  Sharidian,  Davenport  girls,  in  their  suit 
against  Sampson  McDonald,  whom  they 
charged  with  fraud. 

The  girls,  both  21,  asked  damages  of  $6,125. 
They  said  they  had  paid  $800  to  McDonald, 
68,  a film  character  actor  known  as  “Death 
Valley  Mack,”  believing  they  were  buying  his 
cafe.  They  learned  later  they  had  subleased 
the  cafe,  but  the  girls  said  the  “bill  of  sale,” 
written  on  a paper  napkin,  was  so  ambiguous 
they  thought  they  were  buying  it. 


$12,000  to  See  "Harriet" 

DES  MOINES — A portable  national  record 
for  cash  intake  from  a single  dramatic  per- 
formance was  established  here  March  6 at 
the  Shrine  auditorium  when  Iowans  paid  a 
net  of  $10,057  after  taxes  to  see  Helen  Hayes 
in  the  play  “Harriet.”  The  audience  of  some 
4,300  paid  more  than  $12,000  to  see  the  show, 
according  to  Mrs.  George  F.  Clark,  auditorium 
manager.  The  previous  record  for  the  Shrine 
was  somewhere  above  $9,500  for  “Victoria 
Regina,”  in  which  Miss  Hayes  also  starred, 
and  “The  Barretts  of  Wimpole  Street,”  which 
featured  Katharine  Cornell. 


Comer  Visits  Des  Moines 

DES  MOINES  — Mike  Comer,  Omaha 
branch  manager  of  Monogram,  visited  the  ex- 
change here  last  week. 


Variety  Club  Party  Set 
For  Red  Cross  Fund 

Minneapolis— The  Northwest  Variety 
Club  will  have  its  biggest  party  of  the 
season  to  date  in  its  rooms  March  31.  It 
will  be  for  the  Red  Cross  benefit.  Ad- 
mission will  be  50  cents  with  all  ticket 
sale  proceeds  going  to  the  charitable 
group.  There  will  be  dancing  and  special 
entertainment  features.  The  Reel  Fellows 
Club  of  film  salsmen  will  stage  the  floor 
show. 

Record  Collections 
For  Red  Cross  Seen 

MINNEAPOLIS — Nearly  all  theatres  in  the 
territory  were  lined  up  to  take  collections 
for  the  Red  Cross,  it  has  been  announced  a 
few  days  before  the  drive  opened.  Only  a 
handful  of  the  houses  were  still  outside  the 
fold. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  response  and  the 
record-breaking  cooperation  which  has  been 
forthcoming  indicate  that  the  collections 
will  be  the  largest  in  industry  history  in  the 
territory,  in  the  opinion  of  John  J.  Friedl, 
WAC  chairman. 

Lieut.  Norman  W.  Sandler 
Missing  in  Pacific  Zone 

DES  MOINES— Lieut.  Norman  W.  Sandler, 
25,  navy  pilot  and  son  of  Nate  Sandler,  owner 
of  a string  of  Iowa  theatres,  has  been  re- 
ported missing  in  action  in  the  Pacific. 

He  was  graduated  from  Roosevelt  High 
School  and  attended  Drake  University  and  the 
University  of  Iowa  before  entering  the  navy 
in  July,  1941.  He  was  sent  overseas  in  May, 
1943,  and  served  ten  months  aboard  a carrier 
in  the  Pacific.  During  that  time  he  par- 
ticipated in  eight  engagements. 

Young  Sandler  was  home  on  leave  last 
March  and  in  January  returned  to  duty  in 
the  Pacific.  He  holds  an  Air  Medal  with  one 
cluster. 

In  addition  to  his  parents,  his  wife  Geral- 
dine lives  here. 

D.  P.  Caswell  Purchases 
Ringsted,  Iowa,  Theatre 

DES  MOINES — D.  P.  Caswell  has  bought 
the  theatre  at  Ringsted,  Iowa,  from  S.  C. 
Haien  and  will  take  over  April  1.  This  is 
Caswell’s  first  venture  into  the  film  industry. 
He  previously  was  employed  by  the  telephone 
company.  Haien  is  the  owner  of  the  bank  at 
Ringsted. 


Birthday  Party  Opens 
Montague  Drive 

DES  MOINES — A celebration  opening  Co- 
lumbia’s national  sales  campaign  was  held 
Monday  at  the  exchange  here,  one  of  31  ex- 
change kickoffs  held  throughout  the  country. 
The  drive  is  the  Montague  20th  anniversary 
campaign  in  honor  of  A.  Montague,  general 
sales  manager,  whose  birthday  was  Monday 
and  who  has  been  associated  with  Columbia 
20  years. 

Cutting  of  a birthday  cake  was  part  of  the 
Des  Moines  ceremony,  and  was  participated 
in  by  the  sales  and  office  forces  of  the  ex- 
change. Mel  Evidon,  local  manager,  served 
as  master  of  ceremonies.  B.  C.  Marcus,  dis- 
trict manager  of  Kansas  City,  and  Art  Leake, 
Columbia  representative  from  Iowa  City,  were 
present. 

C.  E.  Plows,  Film  Transport 
Aide,  Dies  in  Des  Moines 

DES  MOINES— Charles  E.  Plows,  38,  for 
18  years  an  employe  of  the  Iowa  Film  Trans- 
portation Co.,  died  at  his  home  here 
March  10.  He  was  a native  of  Lucas  County 
and  lived  here  for  33  years.  A navy  veteran, 
having  received  a medical  discharge  a year 
ago,  he  first  enlisted  in  the  navy  in  1924,  was 
discharged  three  years  later  and  re-enlisted 
in  1942  as  a petty  officer. 

He  was  a former  student  at  West  High 
School  and  a member  of  the  Disabled  Ameri- 
can Veterans. 

Surviving  are  two  sons,  Larry  C.  Plows, 
Wichita;  Charles  E.  Plows  jr„  Cedar  Rapids; 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Rhoda  F.  Vestal;  a step- 
father, Charles  Vestal,  and  a sister,  Frances 
L.  Vestal,  all  of  Des  Moines. 

N.  B.  Cresswell  Joins  PRC 
At  K.  C.  as  Salesman 

KANSAS  CITY— Norris  B.  Cresswell  has 
joined  PRC  here  as  salesman,  Beverly  Miller, 
franchise  holder,  announced.  Cresswell  has 
been  a manager  for  the  Commonwealth  cir- 
cuit for  nearly  three  years,  recently  at  the 
local  Ashland.  While  manager  of  the  Lee  at 
Clinton,  Mo.,  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the 
Honored  100  for  outstanding  work  in  the 
Fourth  War  Loan  drive  and  made  a trip  to 
Washington  to  receive  the  certificate.  Before 
joining  Commonwealth  he  had  been  a Film- 
row  photographer  for  17  years. 


WMTA  Board  to  Meet 

KANSAS  CITY — The  board  of  directors, 
Kansas-Missouri  Theatre  Ass’n,  will  meet 
March  20. 


Long  Films  a Sign  of  Evolution! 


MINNEAPOLIS — Pictures  are  getting  long- 
er, but  few  patrons  object,  Robert  E.  Mur- 
phy, Minneapolis  Sunday  Tribune  film  edi- 
tor, pointed  out  in  his  Sunday  column.  He 
defends  the  “long”  pictures. 

“You  may  note  some  night  when  you  go 
to  a movie,”  wrote  Murphy,  “that  you  spent 
an  unconscionable  length  of  time  in  the  the- 
atre, but  you  may  note  further  that  it  didn’t 
seem  so  long  until  you  looked  at  your  watch. 
The  increasing  length  of  photoplays  is  one 
of  the  current  signs  of  cinematic  evolution. 

“There  may  be  objections  to  this  trend 
from  those  accustomed  to  a program  length 
of  two  hours  or  less,  but  a little  research 
produces  evidence  that  whatever  faults  a 
super-movie  may  have  are  well  outbalanced 
by  its  good  points. 


“The  exhibitors  haven’t  suffered.  Increased 
attendance  has  more  than  made  up  for  fewer 
showings.  Greater  length  has  encouraged 
producers  to  make  stories  they  wouldn’t  at- 
tempt if  restricted  to  an  hour  and  a half’s 
length.  And  while  the  double  feature  has 
never  been  a problem  here,  the  long  film  is 
sounding  its  death  knell  in  other  cities. 

“It  is  undeniable  that  sitting  through  some 
of  the  longer  offerings  may  be  slightly  numb- 
ing, anatomically.  Perhaps  the  theatre  seat 
manufacturers  will  take  care  of  this  after 
the  war.  For  the  time  being  the  producer 
counts  on  his  film’s  interest  to  counteract 
your  tendency  to  become  molded  in  a sit- 
ting position.  According  to  the  record,  he 
seems  to  be  right.  We  personally  have  no 
bent  friends. 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


'Tonight’s  (17)  the  big  night  for  the  Reel 
1 Fellows  Club.  A gala  St.  Patrick’s  night 
cabaret  dinner  dance  is  being  held  in  the 
Hotel  Nicollet  grand  ballroom  and  the  trade 
was  expected  to  turn  out  en  masse  . . . Bill 
Elson  attended  the  funeral  of  Hal  Halperin, 
former  Minneapolitan  and  prominent  indus- 
try figure,  in  Chicago  . . . The  Lyceum,  local 
legitimate  roadshow  house,  is  playing  Swedish 
films  on  weekends. 

PRC’s  “The  Great  Mike,”  story  of  a boy, 
a dog  and  a horse,  has  been  booked  into 
most  Twin  City  independent  neighborhood 
houses  for  Saturday  and  Sunday  showings. 
“When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again”  also  was 
grabbed  up  by  the  independents  and  turned 
in  smash  grosses. 

Sam  Zuckman,  independent  exhibitor,  is 
suing  to  retain  the  Mounds,  St.  Paul  neigh- 
borhood house,  claiming  there  was  an  oral 
agreement  to  renew  his  lease  which  just  ex- 
pired. The  property’s  owners  leased  the  the- 
atre to  Dale,  Montgomery,  Hays  and  Rydeen, 
operators  of  several  other  St.  Paul  show- 
houses,  and  obtained  a detainer  to  oust  Zuck- 
man. The  latter  seeks  a permanent  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  its  execution. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  has  made 
a circuit  deal  for  “A  Song  to  Remember,” 
buying  the  Columbia  smash  hit  on  a single 
picture  deal  . . . Irving  Mills,  20th-Fox  of- 
fice manager,  has  been  chosen  by  W.  J. 
Kuppers,  general  sales  manager,  as  one  of 
37  30th  anniversary  drive  representatives. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Walter  Lower,  Moose  Lake,  Minn.; 
Leonard  Molitor,  Stewart,  Minn.;  Don  Buck- 
ley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.,  and  Jack  Hey- 
wood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.  Incidentally,  the 
last  named  has  developed  into  a champion 
gin  rummy  player  and  demonstrates  his 
prowess  at  the  Northwest  Variety  Club. 

Oscar  Woempner  of  the  W.  R.  Frank  cir- 
cuit was  host  to  all  branch  managers  at  a 
sauerbrauten  dinner  . . . M.  A.  Levy,  20th- 
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Fox  district  manager,  went  to  Omaha  for  a 
sales  conference  . . . Ben  Marcus,  Columbia 
district  manager,  was  in  from  Kansas  City. 

With  returns  still  incomplete,  the  March 
of  Dimes  collections  in  Minnesota  are  in 
excess  of  $78,000,  compared  to  approximately 
$72,000  in  1944,  the  largest  previous  total. 
The  North  Dakota  collections  aggregated  $14,- 
594.65,  which  is  $2,959.22  more  than  a year 
ago  . . . The  reassignment  of  20th-Fox  sales- 
men finds  Warren  Branton  covering  north- 
ern Minnesota  and  Harry  Buck  in  South 
Dakota. 

Seymour  Freedman,  20th-Fox  exploiteer 
out  of  Philadelphia,  stopped  over  en  route 
east  after  assisting  Walter  Hoffman,  ex- 
ploiteer here,  to  beat  the  drums  for  “Wilson” 
in  Omaha  and  Des  Moines  . . . Ben  Blotcky, 
Paramount  branch  manager,  was  jubilant  be- 
cause “Frenchman’s  Creek”  did  smash  busi- 
ness in  six  Minneapolis  independent  neigh- 
borhood houses  over  the  weekend  . . . Uni- 
versal had  two  strong  boxoffice  pictures, 
“Here  Come  the  Co-Eds”  and  “House  of 
Frankenstein,”  in  loop  first  run  houses  here 
the  past  week. 

“Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  manager,  passed 
out  birthday  cake  to  employes  in  celebration 
of  A.  Montague’s  20th  anniversary  . . . RKO 
here  is  in  third  place  nationally  in  the  Ned 
Depinet  contest. 

W.  R.  Frank  left  for  New  York  again  to 
try  once  more  for  a major  release  for  his 
latest  picture,  “A  Boy,  a Girl  and  a Dog.” 
He  was  in  the  big  metropolis  last  week  work- 
ing on  a deal  which  hasn’t  jelled  yet,  how- 
ever. From  New  York  he  goes  directly  to 
Hollywood  for  a conference  on  another  pic- 
ture. If  unsuccessful  in  making  a deal  for 
“A  Boy,  a Girl  and  a Dog”  with  one  of  the 
major  companies,  he  says  he’ll  distribute  the 
picture  himself.  , 

A Film  Classic  Office 
Opens  in  Kansas  City 

KANSAS  CITY— E.  M.  “Ernie”  Block  has 
opened,  at  120  West  18th  St.  here,  the  31st 
office  for  Film  Classics,  offering  primarily  re- 
releases  of  Samuel  Goldwyn  productions  and 
several  Hal  Roach  pictures. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Hannon,  wife  of  Paul  Hannon 
the  film  salesman,  is  office  manager. 

Block  has  been  in  the  film  business  for 
many  years  and  is  well  known  as  salesman 
for  Universal,  RKO  and  Warner  Bros,  in  this 
territory. 

Howard  Campbell  Buys 
The  Carroll  Lane  Circuit 

CARROLL,  IOWA— The  Carroll  Lane  cir- 
cuit has  been  purchased  by  Howard  Camp- 
bell, an  operator  for  Lane  for  several  years. 
Carroll  Lane  now  is  a state  representative. 
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Fulkerson  to  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  MO.— Bob  Fulkerson, 
former  assistant  manager  of  the  Junction 
Theatre,  Junction  City,  Kas.,  is  the  new 
manager  of  the  Peoples  Theatre  here.  He 
succeeds  Alex  Rogers,  whom  the  Griffith 
chain  assigned  to  management  of  the  Fay- 
ette Theatre  at  Fayette,  Mo. 


A MAKE  foS^OF MONEY  PLAYING 

WAHOO 

Amesuc&i  fyuteit  £<yiee*t  Qame 


Says  New  York  Critics 
Are  "Smariy  Pants" 

MINNEAPOLIS— Jules  L.  Steele,  veteran 
St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press  motion  picture  editor, 
doesn’t  think  much  of  New  York  motion 
picture  critics.  He  spanks  them  soundly  in 
a recent  Sunday  column. 

What  prompted  the  Steele  slap  was  the 
claim  by  Arthur  L.  Mayer,  New  York  film 
man  that  screen  critics  in  effect  are  pretty 
much  “all  wet.”  This  may  be  true  of  the  New 
York  critics  admits  Steele.  But  he  insists 
critics  outside  of  the  big  metropolis  aren’t 
guilty  of  the  failings  cited  by  Mayer  and  the 
latter’s  attitude  is  “unfair”  to  the  clan 
generally. 

“Too  Bright  for  Their  Jobs” 

As  for  the  New  York  critics  they  have  a 
“smarty  pants”  attitude  and  think  they’re 
too  bright  for  their  jobs,  in  Steele’s  opinion. 

“The  attitude  taken  by  Mr.  Mayer,  I think, 
is  an  unfair  one,  as  what  may  hold  good  in 
New  York  certainly  does  not  predominate 
over  the  country,”  wrote  Steele.  “New  York 
critics,  I have  held  for  some  time,  are  in  a 
class  by  themselves.  They  approach  the  writ- 
ing of  each  review  with  a sort  of  smarty- 
pants  attitude.  They  seem  to  assume  they 
are  really  too  bright  for  their  jobs,  taking 
infinite  pains  to  impress  their  readers  of 
this. 

“Their  wild  chases  for  originality  in  every 
sentence  often  leads  them  to  a hodgepodge 
of  scintillating  witticisms  in  which  the  pic- 
ture under  consideration  is  more  or  less  lost 
sight  of  entirely.  The  same  state  of  affairs, 
I am  constrained  to  comment,  exists  among 
most  radio  movie  critics. 

Obtrude  Their  Personalities 

“In  other  words  they  seek  to  obtrude  their 
writing  personalities  on  their  readers,  whether 
or  not  the  latter  welcome  them.  It  is  there- 
fore small  wonder  that  the  public  loses  faith 
in  the  value  of  the  reviews,  granted  they 
have  read  them  in  the  first  place. 

“Perhaps  it  is  well  that  Mr.  Mayer  is  now 
in  the  Pacific  area.  It  will  preserve  him  from 
withering  blasts  of  sarcasm,  aimed  with  more 
or  less  accuracy  by  profound  New  York  movie 
reviewers  of  whom  there  are  less  than  a dozen. 
There  are  more  than  1,400  movie  reviewers 
in  the  U.S.,  I am  informed.” 

"Lady"  at  Huntsville 
Will  Honor  Smokey 

HUNTSVILLE,  ARK.— Carl  Presley  is 
planning  a gala  opening  of  “The  Fighting 
Lady”  at  his  Madison  Theatre  in  May. 

“Smokey”  Stover,  the  “star”  of  the  picture, 
is  a Huntsville  boy  whose  father  still  lives 
on  a nearby  farm.  When  Smokey  was  home 
on  furlough  more  than  a year  ago,  a display 
was  made  in  a store  window  of  the  souvenirs 
he  had  sent  home  to  his  father  and 
“Smokey”  was  there  to  tell  about  the  various 
items.  At  that  time  “Smokey”  was  called  to 
Chicago  to  appear  on  a radio  program.  He 
then  returned  to  service  and  was  later  re- 
ported missing,  and  still  is. 

Presley  plans  to  display  the  collection  of 
souvenirs  again  in  a store  window. 

Presley  won  the  appreciation  of  the  com- 
munity recently  for  another  showing  of  a 
picture  having  Arkansas  personalities.  This 
was  “The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,”  the  drama 
about  Little  Rock  physician. 


More  Heat,  More  Space 

INDIANOLA,  NEB. — Recent  improvements 
at  the  Roxy  Theatre  here  include  installa- 
tion of  a gas  furnace,  shifting  of  seats  to 
provide  a large  center^  aisle  and  less  ob- 
struction of  view,  and  the  painting  by  Roy 
Cramer  of  several  lobby  murals. 
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Drive-In  Chain  Buys 
15-Acre  Omaha  Site 

OMAHA — Purchase  of  15  acres  of  land 
from  J.  W.  Campbell  here  put  into  action 
plans  to  give  Omaha  its  first  drive-in  the- 
atre. 

Construction  will  begin  as  soon  as  ma- 
terials become  available,  Barton  H.  Kuhns 
of  Finlayson,  McKie  & Kuhns,  local  repre- 
sentative for  Midwest  Drive-In  Theatres, 
Inc.,  announced.  If  the  war  in  Europe  ends 
soon  sponsors  hope  to  open  it  before  the 
summer  ends. 

Estimated  cost  is  $75,000,  according  to  Philip 
Smith  of  Boston,  president  of  the  corpora- 
tion, which  operates  similar  theatres  in 
Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Indianapolis  and 
other  midwest  cities.  New  theatres  also  are 
planned  for  Des  Moines,  Minneapolis  and 
several  eastern  points,  Smith  said. 

Smith  said  the  theatre  here  will  possess 
a screen  towering  more  than  80  feet,  and 
provide  facilities  for  more  than  500  cars. 
The  amphitheatre,  he  continued,  will  consist 
of  sloping,  semicircular  ramps,  with  50-foot 
roadways  between  each  ramp  “to  make  per- 
fect vision  possible  from  any  location  in  the 
theatre  and,  in  addition,  to  permit  cars  to 
come  or  go  without  obstructing  the  views 
of  those  already  parked.” 

The  theatre  will  occupy  a 350-foot  front- 
age on  West  Dodge  St.,  with  the  entrance  and 
exit  roads  60  feet  wide,  he  explained.  The 
screen  building  and  boxoffice  will  set  in  about 
200  feet  from  the  highway.  The  projection 
booth  will  be  skyward,  the  opposite  of  the 
procedure  in  indoor  theatres. 

Another  new  feature  will  be  individual 
speakers  for  each  auto,  taking  the  place  of 
the  central  amplifying  sound  system  now  in 
use  in  other  drive-ins  through  the  country. 

The  management  plans  two  shows  nightly. 
A specially-treated  screen  surface  plus  high 
intensity  projection  will  enable  the  theatre 
to  operate  in  the  rain,  Smith  said.  Charge 
will  be  on  a per-person  basis  with  no  fee 
for  the  auto. 

GIs  Regard  Good  Films 
As  Vital  as  Good  Chow 

From  Hollywood  Edition 

Motion  pictures  are  the  greatest  positive 
morale  factor  among  America’s  armed  forces 
and  will  become  an  equally  great  factor  in 
rehabilitation  of  war-torn  nations,  in  the 
opinion  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lynn  Cowan,  who  made 
a report  to  the  film  industry  through  the  in- 
dustry’s public  information  committee. 
Cowan,  who  served  as  motion  picture  officer 
through  most  of  three  years  in  Gen.  Douglas 
MacArthur’s  Southwest  Pacific  command, 
made  his  informal  report  before  checking  in 
at  Santa  Barbara  for  reassignment  following 
a furlough. 

“Just  as  films  have  maintained  home  ties 
for  our  soldiers  everywhere,  they  will  bring 
the  peoples  of  the  world  back  to  the  trends 
of  world  affairs,”  he  said. 

Cowan  declared  that  without  the  motion 
picture  program  which  resulted  from  the  film 
industry’s  gift  of  its  product,  the  standard  of 
morale  existing  in  the  armed  forces  could  not 
have  been  maintained. 

“Besides  providing  entertainment,  movies 
have  given  our  men  a different  aspect  on  the 
job  they  are  doing  and  have  kept  them  from 
losing  contact  with  home,”  he  said.  “Army 
censors  report  that  the  effect  of  films  is 
shown  in  a general  rise  in  spirits  reflected  in 
letters  home.  And  the  reaction  of  the  GIs  is 
best  shown  in  the  fact  that  they  will  put  up 
with  the  bad  chow  but  they  will  not  accept 
failure  to  get  their  movies.  For  that  reason, 
movies  have  had  first  priority  after  neces- 
sary military  supplies  wherever  a beachhead 
has  been  established.” 


FAREWELL  FETE  FOR  ZIGMOND — In  right  fitting  fashion  his  friends  said 
goodby  to  Jerry  Zigmond  last  week,  honoring  him  at  a big  cocktail  party  in  Kan- 
sas City’s  Hotel  Muehlebach.  Zigmond  is  leaving  as  manager  of  the  Newman 
Theatre  to  take  an  executive  position  with  Buchanan  & Co.,  New  York  advertis- 
ing agency  that  handles  the  Paramount  Pictures  account,  but  will  not  immediately 
assume  his  new  duties,  having  been  “drafted”  for  an  important  post  during  the 
coming  Seventh  War  Loan  campaign. 

In  the  top  picture  the  honoree  is  dqpicted  getting  the  heft  of  a two-suiter,  a 
going-away  gift  from  the  boys;  although  Jerry  wisecracked  to  the  effect  “that  he 
only  had  one  suit.”  Bottom  left:  M.  D.  “Babe”  Cohn,  soon-to-be  new  pilot  of  the 
Newman;  Zigmond.  Right,  in  usual  order:  Ralph  E.  LiBeau,  Frank  Hensler,  Zig- 
mond, C.  A.  Schultz,  Tom  Baldwin. 


Young  Hoodlums  Cause 
Heavy  Screen  Damage 

From  Central  Edition 

GRANITE  CITY,  ILL. — Four  boys  ranging 
in  age  from  11  to  15  were  identified  as 
members  of  a vandal  gang  which  has  been 
plaguing  the  Washington  Theatre  manage- 


ment after  they  had  hurled  large  stones 
through  the  theatre  screen. 

Damage  to  the  screen  was  estimated  at 
$250  by  Harry  Swan,  manager  of  the  thea- 
tre. He  said  other  acts  of  vandalism  have 
occurred  at  the  show  recently.  Seats  have 
been  slashed,  razor  blades  thrown  at  the 
screen  and  a woman  was  struck  on  the  head 
by  missiles  hurled  from  the  balcony. 


“Over  100  Inquiries— Coast  to  Coast” 

"Had  it  not  been  for  the  vast  and  extensive  coverage  of 
BOXOFFICE,  I am  sure  the  disposal  of  my  theatre  would  not 
have  been  as  rapid  nor  as  successful  in  the  resultant  negoti- 
ations. I received  over  100  inquiries  — letters  from  every 
section  of  the  nation  and  from  coast  to  coast. 

“Thanks  for  your  assistance. 

(Signed)  "BERNARD  KONRAD Y." 

Let  BOXOFFICE  Clearing  House  help  you  sell.  Big 
results  at  little  cost. 

(See  inside  back  cover — any  issue) 
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Friedl' s Live  and  Let  Live  Policies 
Make  Divorcement  Cold  Issue 


MINNEAPOLIS — What  attitude  North  Cen- 
tral Allied,  independent  exhibitors’  organiza- 
tion here,  will  take  toward  the  theatre  di- 
vorcement bill  now  before  the  Minnesota 
state  legislature  is  to  be  decided  at  a meet- 
ing this  week.  Indications  in  advance  are 
that  the  body  will  vote  not  to  support  the 
measure. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  why  most  inde- 
pendents here  are  lukewarm  at  best  toward 
divorcement  is  friendliness  toward  John  J. 
Friedl,  president  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Paramount-affiliated  theatre  cir- 
cuit, at  which  the  proposed  law  is  aimed. 

The  exhibitors  believe  that  under  Friedl’s 
operation  the  MAC  is  eminently  “fair”  in  its 
relations  with  and  attitude  toward  inde- 
pendent competitors.  They  have  a high  re- 
gard for  Friedl.  While  there  are  some 
grievances,  of  course,  the  feeling  is  that  the 
big  chain’s  policy  generally  is  “live  and  let 
live.” 

An  opinion  even  has  been  expressed  at 
meetings  of  independent  exhibitors  that  in- 
dependents are  undoubtedly  better  off  with 
the  theatres  being  operated  by  the  MAC 
than  they’d  be  if  the  houses  fell  into  the 
hands  of  large  independent  circuits. 

North  Central  Allied  disclaimed  any  ad- 
vance knowledge  of  the  divorcement  bill.  It 
was  not  introduced  at  the  organization’s  re- 
quest or  with  its  sponsorship,  according  to 
President  Henry  Greene  jr.  The  first  he 
knew  about  it,  he  said,  was  when  he  read 
the  story  in  the  newspapers. 

E.  J.  Chilgren,  the  house  member  who  in- 
troduced the  bill,  claims  that  a substantial 


WPB  Can  Defer  Key  Men 
In  Industry , 18  to  33 

Minneapolis — A telegram  received  by 
John  J.  Friedl,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
president,  notified  him  that  the  WPB 
has  authority  to  certify  for  deferment  key 
men  in  the  industry  between  the  ages  of 
18  and  33.  It  pointed  out  that  requests 
for  such  deferments  should  be  made  to 
the  local  district  office  of  the  WPB  on 
Form  42A  Special  for  men  of  18  to  29 
and  on  Form  42A  for  men  from  30  to  33. 


number  of  the  general  legislation  committee 
to  which  it  was  referred  are  pledged  to  re- 
port it  out  favorably.  The  bill  prohibits 
ownership  or  operation  of  theatres  in  Minne- 
sota by  producers  or  distributors,  gives  the 
latter  one  year  after  enactment  to  dispose 
of  the  theatres  and  imposes  a stiff  penalty 
for  violation. 


Projectionist  Burned 

MINNEAPOLIS — William  Bray,  45,  pro- 
jectionist at  the  Stockholm,  lower  loop  the- 
atre, was  burned  about  the  hands  and  arms 
when  film  with  which  he  was  loading  a pro- 
jector caught  fire.  He  was  treated  at  General 
Hospital.  The  blaze  was  confined  to  the  pro- 
jection booth.  Several  patrons  left  the  the- 
atre, but  about  40  remained  through  the  fire, 
waiting  for  the  picture  to  be  resumed. 


Grand  at  Muscatine 
Goes  Up  in  Flames 

MUSCATINE,  IOWA  — The  historic  old 
Grand  Theatre  Bldg,  here  was  destroyed  by 
fire  last  week.  The  entire  fire  department 
worked  for  eight  hours  in  extinguishing  the 
blaze.  Two  firemen  were  injured. 

W.  L.  Eral  Now  Owns 
Theatre  at  West  Bend 

DES  MOINES — W.  L.  Eral  has  purchased 
the  theatre  at  West  Bend,  Iowa,  from  Georth 
Thacker.  Eral  has  managed  the  theatre  since 
March  1. 


Operation  on  W.  Ahrens 

DES  MOINES — Walter  Ahrens,  manager  of 
the  Orpheum  here,  underwent  an  operation 
last  week  and  will  be  confined  to  the  hos- 
pital for  about  a month.  Ralph  Granzian, 
assistant  manager,  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
theatre  during  Ahrens’  absence. 


Omaha  20- Year  Party 

OMAHA — Celebrating  the  20th  anniver- 
sary of  the  association  of  Abe  Montague 
with  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.,  the  Omaha 
exchange,  headed  by  Joe  H.  Jacobs,  held  an 
informal  party.  Twenty-four  employes  at- 
tended. 


Burke,  S.  D.,  Theatre  Gets  New  Front 

BURKE,  S.  D. — Front  of  the  Burke  The- 
atre Bldg,  has  been  remodeled  and  a new 
side  exit  added.  Improvements  include  a 
modern  doorway,  new  glass  doors,  new 
braces  and  new  siding. 


I ID)  HE  A 1IL 
THEATRE 
CHAIR 

"Quilt  to-  Zicoet— 

Not  fluit  Compete" 

Exclusive  Points 
of  Superiority 

• Tested  Durability 

• Perfect  Posture 

• Die-Formed  Steel  Seat  Bottoms 

• Die-Formed  Full-Length  Steel-Back 

Panels 

• Silent,  Frictionless  Hinges 

• Maximum  Comfort  by  Using 

Deep  Spring  Seats 


The  Ideal  line  will  be  handled  by  us 
when  the  war  is  won.  From  time  to 
time  a few  of  these  chairs  will  be  re- 
leased for  urgent  needs. 


Buy 


For  Ideal  Theatre  Seating 

j/uxm 


DES  MOINES 
THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

1121  High  St.  Phone  3-6520  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
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MIDWEST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


"Practically  Yours" 

Is  Twin  Cily  Leader 

MINNEAPOLIS — “Practically  Yours”  was 
last  week’s  boxoffice  leader,  turning  in  a 
fine  “birthday”  business  for  Radio  City.  The 
occasion  was  the  initial  anniversary  of  the 
theatre’s  reopening  under  its  new  name. 
“Here  Come  the  Co-Eds”  and  “House  of 
Frankenstein”  also  came  through  with  fly- 
ing colors.  Holdovers  were  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not,”  “Hollywood  Canteen”  and  “Winged 
Victory”  in  their  fourth,  third  and  second 
weeks,  respectively. 

(Average  is  100) 


Aster — Adventures  of  Kitty  O'Day  (Mono); 

Alaska  (Mono)  100 

Century — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  4th  wk 125 

Gopher — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 150, 

Lyric — Hollywood  Canteen  (WB),  3rd  wk 125 

Orpheum — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ) 140 

Radio  City — Practically  Yours  (Para) 160 

State — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 140 

World — Dead  End  (WB),  reissue 100 


Ted  Lewis  and  "Three  Is  a Family" 
Near  Record  at  Omaha's  Orpheum 

OMAHA — Ted  Lewis  and  his  orchestra 
on  stage  dualed  with  “Three  Is  a Family” 
neared  the  record  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
as  Omaha  enjoyed  its  finest  weather  of  the 
winter.  Other  downtown  first  run  houses 
were  only  slightly  above  average. 


Brandeis — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO); 

Eadie  Was  a Lady  (Col) 105 

Omaha — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk...l00 
Orpheum — Three  Is  a Family  (UA); 

Ted  Lewis  and  orchestra 165 

Paramount — Sudan  (Univ)  95 

State — Since  You  Went  Away  (UA), 
return  engagement  125 


Town — Bordertown  Trail  (Rep);  Murder  in  the 
Blue  Room  (Univ);  Strange  Affair  (Col),  split 
with  Cowboy  From  Lonesome  River  (Col); 
Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (Rep);  Standing  Room 
Only  (Para)  v 100 

Kansas  City's  Films  Gross  Well 
Against  Circus  and  Helen  Hayes 
KANSAS  CITY— The  populace  flocked  to 
the  Municipal  Auditorium  for  the  police  cir- 
cus on  afternoons  and  evenings,  Tuesday 
night  through  Sunday,  while  Music  Hall  had 
Helen  Hayes  playing  to  capacity  houses  three 
nights  and  a matinee,  yet  the  theatres  had  a 
good  week’s  gross,  first  runs  being  all  average 
or  better,  even  those  having  holdovers.  Sub- 
urban houses  did  not  do  so  well,  reports  in- 
dicated. 

“Thunderhead”  reaped  returns  well  up 
toward  “Winged  Victory”  levels,  for  a recent 
comparison,  at  the  Fox  Midwest  first  runs. 


Esquire — Thunderhead,  Son  of  Flicka 

20th-Fox  120 

Fairway  and  Uptown — Same  as  Esquire 125 

Midland — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Orpheum — Having  Wonderful  Crime  (RKO); 

Tahiti  Nights  (Col)  120 

Tower — Cry  of  the  Werewolf  (Col); 

The  Soul  of  a Monster  (Col),  plus  stage  show.... 100 


Competing  Attractions  Hold 
Down  Des  Moines  Grosses 

DES  MOINES  — Competing  attractions 
served  to  limit  attendance  at  downtown  houses 
last  week.  Present  were  “The  Skating  Fol- 
lies,” which  ran  for  nine  days;  an  unusually 
well-attended  stage  show,  starring  Helen 
Hayes;  and  a Little  Theatre  production  of 
“The  Royal  Family,”  which  ran  for  ten  nights. 

The  picture  leading  the  slow  field  was 
“Having  Wonderful  Crime,”  showing  at  the 
Orpheum  on  a double  bill  with  “Leave  It  to 
Blondie.”  Trailing  slightly  was  “Laura,”  at 
the  Paramount  Theatre.  Lagging  far  behind 
was  the  widely  publicized  “Keys  of  the  King- 
dom” at  the  Des  Moines.  The  Paramount  for 
three  days  showed  “Wilson”  at  roadshow 
prices.  Figures  on  its  business  were  not  re- 
leased. 


Des  Moines — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 85 

Orpheum — Having  Wonderful  Crime  (RKO); 

Leave  It  to  Blondie  (Col) 100 

Paramount — Laura  (20th-Fox);  One  Body  Too 
Many  (Para)  90 


Clyde  A.  Pratt,  co- 
owner with  his  broth- 
er, Ralph  E„  of  the 
State  and  Fox  thea- 
tres, Washington,  la., 
has  been  in  the  pic- 
ture industry  since 
1911,  when  they  and 
their  father  opened  a 
theatre  in  Winfield. 
He  was  engaged  in 
the  distribution  end 
of  the  business  for  23 
years,  operating  out 
of  Des  Moines  for  Warner  Bros.,  Republic 
and  RKO  Radio.  Although  not  affiliated  with 
any  exhibitor  or  fraternal  organization  now, 
he  has  belonged  to  Knights  of  Pythias,  Moose 
and  BPOE.  His  three  children  are  married 
and  a son  and  daughter  are  in  the  navy. 

W.  L.  Crouse  has  been 
connected  with  the 
motion  picture  indus- 
try since  1915.  He  now 
operates  two  theatres 
in  Eveleth,  Minn.,  the 
Regent  and  Qrant, 
seating  420  and  602 
persons,  respectively. 

Not  affiliated  with  any 
exhibitor  organiza- 
tions, Crouse  devotes 
considerable  time  to 
the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  which  he  is  a past  president.  Past 
Master  of  his  Masonic  Lodge,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  all  but  its  honorary  order,  also  the  Elks 
and  the  Lions.  Crouse’s  hobbies  are  hunt- 
ing and  fishing.  He  has  two  children;  his 
son,  Donald  J„  manages  the  Grant. 

A.  F.  Kehr,  owner  of 
the  Prairie  and  Prin- 
cess theatres,  Ogallala, 
Neb.,  entered  the  pic- 
ture industry  in  1910. 
His  two  houses,  seating 
572  and  300,  in  the  or- 
der named,  are  located 
on  Spruce  Ave.  Active 
in  civic  affairs,  Kehr 
has  held  office  as 
mayor,  fire  chief,  se- 
lective service  chair- 
man and  president  of 
the  Commercial  Club,  the  County  Fair  As- 
sociation, and  also  the  local  Rotary  Club. 
His  son,  Robert  L.,  is  a staff  sergeant  in  the 
air  corps  and  has  had  more  than  two  years’ 
service  in  China.  Kehr  likes  to  hunt  and 
fish. 

Breaking  into  the  film 
industry  33  years  ago 
at  the  Grand,  which 
was  previously  a legiti- 
mate theatre  in  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  John  H. 

Maclay  today  runs  the 
same  theatre,  now  a 
motion  picture  house. 

Maclay  was  formerly 
mayor  of  Dubuque  and 
at  one  time  president 
of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Much  of 
his  spare  time  is  devoted  to  war  bond  drives. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
local  Rotary  club.  During  his  free  hours, 
Maclay  enjoys  cultivating  roses.  He  is  not 
a member  of  an  exhibitor  organization. 
Maclay  is  married,  but  has  no  children. 


Ralph  E.  Pratt  of  738 

East  Jefferson  St., 
Washington,  Iowa,  en- 
tered the  motion  pic- 
ture business  34  years 
ago.  In  partnership 
with  his  father  and  his 
brother,  he  operated 
a theatre  at  Winfield, 
Iowa  and  still  retains 
a joint  interest  in  the 
building.  Three  years 
later  he  moved  to 
Washington  and,  in 
partnership,  continued  his  theatre  operation. 
Ralph  is  now  co-owner  of  the  State  and  Fox 
theatres,  seating  700  and  350,  respectively. 
Unaffiliated  with  any  exhibitor  association, 
he  belongs  to  the  Masons  and  lists  “people” 
as  his  hobby.  He  has  one  daughter,  Louise. 

Ray  E.  Brown,  Har- 
lan, Iowa,  like  many 
Iowans,  began  life  on 
a farm,  following  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  un- 
til 1923,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  sole  picture 
house  in  Logan  and 
did  so  well  he  decided 
to  remain  an  exhibi- 
tor. Subsequently  he 
moved  to  Harlan 
where  he  now  runs  the 
Harlan  Theatre.  He 
is  not  a member  of  any  exhibitor  association, 
nor  does  he  belong  to  any  service  clubs  or 
fraternal  organizations.  His  hobbies  are  fish- 
ing and  hunting.  Brown  has  one  daughter, 
whose  husband,  Jamie  Girard  Booth,  is  in 
the  army,  and  a grandson,  “Jiggs.” 

Hopkins,  Minn.,  was 
the  theatrical  spring- 
board for  A.  R.  Engler 
36  years  ago,  and  to- 
day he  owns  the  New 
Hopkins  Theatre  there. 
He  became  familiar 
with  the  industry  in 
1908,  when  he  took 
over  the  Royal  The- 
atre, and  was  the  first 
customer  of  the  Metro 
Exchange,  at  that  time 
owned  and  operated  by 
the  law  firm  of  Davis  & Larrabee.  Interested 
in  civic  affairs,  Engler  holds  no  public  office, 
but  is  very  active  in  business  and  social  or- 
ganizations. His  favorite  hobby  is  fishing. 
Engler’s  son,  Mendel,  is  an  army  lieutenant, 
and  Harold,  15,  attends  high  school. 

A year  after  resigning 
his  commission  in  the 
USN  in  1921,  Leo 
Franklin  Wolcott, 
present  owner  of  the 
New  Grand,  Eldora, 
la.,  built  the  Empress 
Theatre  in  Indianola. 

In  1924  he  started  the 
Grand,  Eldora,  and  in 
1930  the  Princess  and 
Eagle  theatres  in  Eagle 
Grove  and  Goldfield, 
respectively.  A mem- 
ber of  Allied-Independent  Theatre  Owners 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  he  has  been  one  of 
its  directors  since  1933,  president  since  1934. 
His  daughter,  Patricia,  is  his  secretary.  A 
son,  Harrison  D.,  is  on  active  duty  with  the 
navy.  Wolcott  enjoys  fishing  and  golf. 
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Be  Safe 
Sorry! 

Be 

“WELL 

INSURED” 


Let  Me  Analyze  Your 
Insurance  Needs 

My  25  years  of  specializing  in 
film  industry  insurance  is  your 
assurance  of  real  help  — and 
prompt  settlement  in  event  of  loss. 


Complete  Protection 

Fire 

Business  Interruption 
Film  Coverage 
Public  Liability 
Boiler 

Burglary  and  Holdup 
Workman's  Compensation 


FIHTON  H.  JONES 

Phone  HA.  3461 
Title  & Trust  Bldg. 
Walnut  at  Tenth 
KANSAS  CITY  6,  MO. 

Specialist  in  Theatre  Insurance 


Better 

Than 


Dickinson  Drive  Prize 
To  Kansas  City's  Kimo 

MISSION,  KAS.— The  Kimo  Theatre  of 
Kansas  City,  managed  by  Mrs.  Mayme  Cappo, 
headed  the  list  of  prize  winners  in  the 
Ensign  Glen  W.  Dickinson  jr.  drive  for 
grosses  above  average  in  the  Dickinson  the- 
atre chain. 

Glen  W.  Dickinson  sr.  announced  award 
of  the  $100  first  prize  to  the  Kimo  mana- 
ger in  the  ten-week  contest.  Spiv  Gayharte, 
Dickinson  Theatre,  Topeka,  took  second 
place,  while  third  honors  went  to  LaVelle 
Hicks,  local  Dickinson  Theatre  manager. 

Other  managers  who  participated  were 
Doyle  Mowrey,  Crystal  & Kaw  Theatres, 
Topeka;  Mrs.  Alice  Abell,  Princess  Theatre, 
Topeka;  Larry  Galey,  Roanoke,  Kansas  City; 
Mrs.  Fama  Keele,  Mullikin,  Springfield;  Dick 
Brodhead,  Kaw,  Marion;  Mrs.  Mildred  Mow- 
rey, Glen,  Topeka;  Frank  Lambader,  Dick- 
inson, Olathe;  Charles  Fudge,  Pix,  St.  John; 
Jimmie  Stepina,  Aztec,  Shawnee;  Mrs.  Pearl 
Elliston,  Glen,  Kansas  City;  Arthur  Ford, 
Dunbar,  Wichita;  Herbert  Carnes,  Macon, 
Macon;  Mrs.  Jewel  Ryther,  Jo,  St.  Joseph; 
Walter  Sanders,  Plaza,  Burlington;  Bob 
Pritchard,  Ritz,  Stafford;  Mrs.  Olivet  Tillitt, 
Rialto,  St.  Joseph.  * 


DES  MOINES 

Tt  was  quite  an  affair  at  Columbia  Monday 
1 afternoon,  with  birthday  cake  and  cokes 
and  everyone  having  his  picture  “took.”  We 
hope  someone  got  that  knife  away  from  Mel 
Evidon  before  he  carved  something  besides 
the  cake!  . . . Phyllis  Osborne  and  Effie 
Hackley  of  Warners  were  off  work  sick  last 
week,  as  was  Ernie  Pickier,  Universal  sales- 
man. 

Mary  Anderson,  NSS  clerk,  broke  her  ankle 
and  has  been  away  from  the  office  for  over 
a week  . . . Three  new  billers  at  NSS  are 
Lorna  Schappert,  Birrel  Harmon  and  Flor- 
ence Witsic  . . . Gwendolyn  Davison  and  Eula 
Jarmon  have  joined  the  staff  at  NSS  as 
shippers. 

RKO  is  proud  of  Gretchen  Kellaher,  cash- 
ier, and  Rhoda  Reese,  inspector,  both  of  whom 
received  meritorious  awards  for  volunteer 
work  for  the  USO  Travelers  Aid  ...  A proud 
RKOer  is  Henry  Peterson,  shipper,  whose  12- 
year-old  son  Bob  played  a two-piano  solo 
over  the  air  last  week  and  later  was  pre- 
sented in  a recital  at  Hoyt  Sherman  Place. 
Those  who  heard  Bob  play  say  that  he  has 
the  makings  of  a real  pianist. 

Josephine  Segar  of  Paramount  fell  down  the 
stairs  at  home  the  other  day,  but  managed  to 
get  by  with  no  broken  bones.  Roberta 
Thomas,  Paramount  contract  clerk,  visited  in 
Orient,  Iowa,  over  the  weekend. 

J.  B.  McGovern,  Paramount  traveling  audi- 
tor, now  is  working  in  Des  Moines  . . . Maxine 
Ozevedo,  M-G-M,  is  visiting  her  husband  at 
Provincetown,  R.  I.  . . . Visitors  along  the 
Row  last  week  included:  Mrs.  C.  S.  Hoffman, 
Knoxville;  Charles  Peterson,  Hampton;  Wil- 
liam Eddy,  Indianola;  Miss  Pauline  Bush, 
Hubbard;  Nate  Rosenthal,  Waterloo;  Roy 
Lepovitz,  Madrid;  Buck  De  Neune,  DeWitt, 
and  Barbara  Newbold,  Keosauqua. 


KANSAS  CITY 


T5  F.  “Bob”  Withers,  Republic  Midwest  man- 
1 ager,  and  Salesman  “Parky”  Parkhurst 
left  for  a week  in  St.  Joseph  and  other  north- 
ern Missouri  points  . . . Miss  Ruby  Pasley, 
Republic  Midwest  cashier,  returned  to  the 
office  after  five  days  off. 

The  curfew  has  forced  some  exhibitors  to 
sweat  out  a hard  battle  of  readjustments  in 
bookings.  It  is  said  one  exhibitor  had  ten 
“midnight  pictures”  to  move  over  into  pre- 
midnight spots.  He  had  to  make  more  than 
40  changes  altogether,  before  the  ten  pic- 
tures were  distributed.  But  Republic  Mid- 
west reported  that  not  a single  exhibitor,  or 
anybody  else,  had  squawked  in  that  office 
about  the  curfew. 

William  G.  Brenner  and  Harry  Lance, 
M-G-M  home  office  representatives,  were 
in  a few  days  on  their  way  west  . . . Bob 
Johns,  Metro  booking  supervisor,  and  his 
wife  and  daughter  (she’s  four),  are  at  last 
settled  in  their  home  on  south  Euclid.  He 
was  13  years  with  M-G-M  before  coming  to 
Kansas  City  last  fall  from  St.  Louis. 

Edwin  Cohn,  who  has  moved  over  to  Metro 
as  second  shipper,  is  looking  forward  to  a 
career  in  the  motion  picture  industry.  “Tak- 
ing after  his  father,”  he  says.  The  senior 
Morris  Cohn  was  “sound  effects  man”  at  the 
Linwood,  Gillham  and  others,  manipulating 
the  Photoplayer  as  “relief  man.”  He  also 
was  assistant  manager  at  the  Bancroft.  He 
then  became  a chiropractic  doctor  and  is 
still  practicing  here.  Edwin  had  been  as- 
sistant at  the  Bagdad  Theatre  before  tak- 
ing college  engineering  training  for  the  army. 
Physical  disability  blocked  the  service  career. 

Harold  Cohen,  former  Metro  salesman,  who 
has  been  stationed  at  Camp  Crowder  in  the 
army  signal  corps,  is  now  overseas  bound 
. . . Charley  Aaron,  also  army,  former  office 
manager,  writes  frequently  from  France. 

Don  Phillips  of  the  navy  arrived  Sunday 
by  plane  from  his  station  in  California.  His 
wife  came  in  from  Colby  and  they  spent 
some  time  on  Filmrow,  booking  for  the  Colby, 
which  she  is  taking  care  of  for  his  duration. 

Other  Filmrow  visitors  included  M.  B.  Pres- 
ley of  the  Globe,  Savannah,  Mo.,  and  three 
sons,  Carl  of  the  Madison,  Huntsville,  Ark.; 
J.  B„  who  runs  the  Lyric  at  Plattsburgh,  and 
William,  who  is  taking  care  of  the  Globe  at 
Huntsville  while  his  father  takes  a vacation 
at  Huntsville,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Davison 
— she’s  Loreen  Presley  from  the  Binnie,  Pat- 
tonsburg,  Mo. 

Nick  Kotsis,  enthusiastic  as  ever,  was  in 
from  Holden,  Mo.  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Harttmann,  after  a brief  stay  during  which 
he  looked  after  his  Friendly  Theatres  affairs, 
returned  to  their  California  home. 

Pauline  Oaks  was  installed  as  secretary  to 
Leon  Robertson,  Fox  Midwest  city  district 
manager,  after  appointment  of  Dorothy  Evans 
as  booker  for  district  three.  The  new  secre- 
tary has  been  in  the  FMW  purchasing  de- 
partment. 

C.  C.  Rhodes,  Warsaw,  Mo.,  is  near  the  old- 
timer  status  at  that  point,  having  had  the 
Roxy  there  15  years.  Rhodes  has  had  the 
New  Buffalo  at  Buffalo,  Mo.,  six  years  and 
the  Johns  at  Camdenton  two  years.  He  was 
on  Filmrow  this  week. 


Costars  in  "Duchess  of  Broadway" 

Joe  Besser  and  Jinx  Falkenburg  will  costar 
in  Columbia’s  “Duchess  of  Broadway,”  musi- 
cal, currently  being  scripted  by  Chris  Andros 
for  Michel  Kraike,  producer. 
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Grammar  Poor,  But  Thoughts  Clear 


Single  Show  Interest 
Revived  by  Curfew 

From  Mideast  Edition 

DETROIT  — Imposition  of  the  midnight 
curfew  has  aroused  interest  once  more  in  a 
solution  for  perhaps  the  most  persistent  prob- 
lem facing  the  industry  in  this  territory — the 
dual  bill. 

General  sentiment  among  exhibitors,  as 
expressed  over  a period  of  ten  years,  has  been 
in  favor  of  singles,  but  many  ambitious  plans 
to  revert  to  singles  by  common  consent  have 
been  frustrated  by  a few  exhibitors  who  felt 
that  the  duals  gave  them  an  individual  com- 
petitive advantage.  In  consequence,  their  op- 
position houses  insisted  they  must  stick  by 
duals,  and  the  situation  remains  unchanged. 

Scheduling  Difficulties  Mount 

Today,  impetus  to  the  movement  to  singles 
was  given  by  Charles  Komer,  head  of  the 
Komer  & Goldberg  chain,  who  stated  flatly: 

“I  would  like  to  see  single  bills  come  in  to 
meet  the  conditions  brought  about  by  the 
new  midnight  curfew.  With  double  bills,  the 
scheduling  of  shows  becomes  very  difficult, 
especially  for  the  neighborhood  house  that  is 
trying  to  fit  in  two  shows  a night  and  start 
after  an  early  supper  hour. 

“This  is  one  of  .the  greatest  opportunities 
we  have  ever  had  to  return  to  single  bills.” 

Duals  in  Detroit,  Singles  Upstate 

Duals  -are  practically  universal  in  Detroit, 
with  the  exception  of  the  K&G  circuit’s  own 
Punch  and  Judy,  where  an  exceptional  loca- 
tion and  clientele  have  allowed  the  develop- 
ment of  this  policy  over  many  years. 

Upstate,  duals  are  infrequent,  aside  from 
a few  areas,  except  on  weekends,  when  thea- 
tres in  many  situations  resort  to  two  fea- 
tures. 

The  problem  is  a thorny  one,  in  a con- 
stantly precarious  state  of  imbalance,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  recent  experience  at  Flint, 
where  some  theatres  have  had  duals  on  week- 
ends for  sometime.  Recently  one  house  went 
one  better  by  booking  in  a “guest”  feature,  a 
western,  for  the  youngsters  on  Saturday. 
Other  houses  followed  suit  in  self  defense, 
and  the  result  was  up  to  three  features  on 
the  weekend  in  a territory  where  some 
semblance  of  single  bill  policy  still  prevails. 

Patron  Survey  Favors  Singles 

The  problem  of  the  public  response  for  or 
against  singles  was  discussed  by  this  cor- 
respondent in  BOXOFFICE  several  months 
ago.  Following  up  that  line  of  thought,  an 
“inquiring  reporter”  from  the  Chicago  Trib- 
une made  a survey  of  reactions  among  the 
public,  and  found  that  four  out  of  five  pa- 
trons voted  a preference  for  singles.. 

Today,  the  shortage  of  celluloid  as  well  as 
the  actual  coming  shortage  of  product,  indi- 
cated by  the  amazing  success  of  reissues  in 
many  situations  where  they  have  rarely 
played  before,  all  point  to  the  possibility  of 
single  bills  as  an  answer. 

A postwar  factor  that  will  strengthen  the 
market  for  single  bills  is  the  general  method 
of  running  GI  shows,  which  are  normally 
single  bills.  There  are  today  ten  million 
customers  in  uniform,  who  will  be  cash  cus- 
tomers for  the  industry  after  the  war — and 
they  are  accustomed  to  single  bills,  and 
therefore  ready  to  accept  them  as  the  nor- 
mal way  of  running  -a  show  when  they  come 
home. 

The  -curfew  situation,  as  Komer  pointed 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 

"Where  Filmrow 
Friends  Meet'' 

HORKY'S  CAFE  deI  'moinIs 


OMAHA — Appointment  of  Sam  Goldwyn  to 
go  to  England  on  a special  government  mis- 
sion drew  this  comment  from  Omaha  World- 
Herald  editorial  writers: 

“Moviemaker  Sam  Goldwyn,  it  is  an- 
nounced, will  go  to  England  on  a special 
government  mission.  Although  its  nature  is 
not  revealed,  any  such  mission,  by  definition, 
seeks  to  promote  better  international  under- 
standing. 

“Promoting  understanding  is  a strange 
role,  indeed,  for  Mr.  Goldwyn,  who  has 


out,  makes  such  a development  timely  at 
this  very  moment,  and  the  general  public 
not  in  the  -armed  forces  would  be  more 
willing  to  accept  the  idea  than  at  any  other 
time,  as  pointed  out  by  Joseph  P.  Uvick, 
secretary -treasurer  of  the  Michigan  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors  Ass’n,  in  an  interview. 

“Today  people  can  afford  to  pay  more  for 
less,  and  would  accept  single  bills,  even 
though  they  have  long  been  used  to  duals,” 
Uvick  explained.  “It  is  the  same  situation 
met  in  many  other  lines. 

“In  the  depression,  people  would  come  into 
a show  and  stay  for  hours,  eat  lunch,  even 
go  to  sleep,  because  they  had  no  place  to  go, 
or  nothing  else  to  do.  They  wanted  a bar- 
gain in  whiling  away  their  time. 

Change  Would  Benefit  Eyes 

“But  not  today.  With  people  busy,  work- 
ing on  war  work  long  hours,  or  busy  with 
war  effort  activities  in  addition  to  domestic 
responsibilities,  and  with  money  fairly  free, 
conditions  justify  a change. 

“Double  bills  mean  a longer  bill  than  peo- 
ple can  enjoy.  It  is  sheer  gluttony  in  movie- 
going. The  long  double  bill  actually  is  hard 


achieved  fame  with  such  observations  as 
‘include  me  out,’  or  ‘I’ll  tell  you  in  two  words 
— im-possible,’  and  who  once  remarked  that 
his  pictures  ‘irdle  the  earth.’ 

“Maybe  his  selection  was  a wise  move  at 
that.  There  have  been  to  many  diplomatic 
precisions  who  used  the  clarity  of  English 
to  mangle  their  thoughts.  Mr.  Goldwyn 
mangles  English  to  clarify  his.  Some  may 
object  to  the  appointment  but  it  is  certain 
the  criticism  will  roll  off  Mr.  Goldwyn’s 
back  like  a duck.” 


on  the  eyes,  and  a shorter  bill  would  actually 
contribute  to  the  eye-health  of  the  war 
worker. 

“The  public  can  afford  and  would  be  will- 
ing to  pay  the  same  price  for  a shorter  single 
bill  today.” 


Smoke  But  No  Fire  at  St.  Charles,  Mo. 

ST.  CHARLES,  MO.— Smoke  from  a de- 
fective stoker  system  filled  the  Strand  The- 
atre at  a Sunday  showing,  and  created  a 
momentary  fire  scare  until  a member  of 
the  audience  quieted  the  crowd.  The  pa- 
trons remained  and  the  show  resumed  in 
30  minutes. 


Slate  Parts  for  "Joy  of  Living" 

June  Allyson,  Gloria  De  Haven,  and  Jimmy 
Durante  are  slated  for  “Joy  of  Living,”  musi- 
cal to  be  produced  and  directed  by  Joe  Pas- 
ternak and  Richard  Thorpe,  respectively.  The 
film  will  have  a New  York  background  with 
Durante  playing  the  father  of  the  two  girls. 
The  original  screenplay  is  being  written  by 
Richard  Connell  and  Gladys  Lehman. 


St 


Then,  too,  you  will  enjoy  a host  of 
new  marvels  — including  theatre 
equipment. 

Until  then,  however,  your  present 
projectors  must  carry  on.  For  the 
sake  of  your  patrons,  let  us  help 
you  keep  your  equipment  in  the 
best  operating  condition  possible. 

YOUR  MOTIOGRAPH  DEALER 

reue  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  Inc. 


217  West  18th  St. 


Phone  HArrison  7849 
Emergency  Phone:  ARmour  0632 


Kansas  City  8,  Mo 
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Hearts  T ouched  by  Showman  in  South 

From  Southern  Edition 


ATLANTA — Because  of  the  poignant  desire 
of  a mother  for  just  a glimpse  of  her  fight- 
ing son  four  years  ago  the  office  of  Jimmie 
Harrison  of  the  Wilby  circuit  has  become  the 
scene  of  many  a similar  reunion  through  the 
magic  of  the  motion  picture. 

The  mother  who  started  Harrison  on  an 
almost  daily  custom  wrote  the  manager  of 
one  of  the  theatres  under  his  supervision 
that  she  was  certain  she  had  spotted  her 
soldier  son  in  a newsreel  shot  made  in  Eng- 
land. She  wanted  to  know  where  she  could 
get  a print  of  that  sequence. 

Harrison  studied  the  wistful  request,  man- 
aged to  obtain  a still  print  for  the  mother 
and  decided  then  to  institute  the  gratis  serv- 
ice which  now  takes  up  much  of  his  time. 

He  has  perfected  a plan  under  which  any 
person  can  obtain  similar  pictures  from  him 
upon  request.  For  relatives  who  “think”  some 


fighting  man  glimpsed  in  a newsreel  is  their 
relative  or  boy  friend,  Harrison  invites  them 
into  the  Paramount  screening  room  here  and 
often  runs  the  film  five  or  six  times  for  that 
most  tense  and  anxious  of  all  audiences. 

The  service  has  brought  both  joy  and  heart- 
break but  in  all  cases  grateful  satisfaction 
to  the  persons  who  are  so  hungry  for  a sight 
of  their  particular  GI  or  gob. 

One  mother  in  Anniston,  Ala.,  wrote  Har- 
rison a description  of  the  particular  news 
shot  in  which  she  was  certain  she  had  seen 
her  son. 

The  scene  showed  him  taking  off  in  a plane 
at  a base  in  the  South  Pacific.  As  the  plane 
left  the  ground  he  waved  a blithe  goodby 
and  soared  off — on  his  last  mission.  Harrison 
spotted  the  sequence,  obtained  prints,  and 
thus  brought  a measure  of  consolation  to  a 
grieving  mother.  ji 

As  the  war  continues,  more  and  more  show- 


men are  being  deluged  with  similar  requests 
and  many  of  them,  at  considerable  trouble, 
are  finding  means  to  fill  them. 

Such  a showman,  for  instance,  is  Max  Blu- 
menthal,  manager  of  the  Film  Exchange  pro- 
jection room  in  Detroit.  Blumenthal  has  ar- 
ranged for  special  screenings  of  newsreel 
clips  to  which  all  persons  who  believe  they 
have  spotted  a relative  or  friend  in  uni- 
form are  invited.  He  publicizes  the  plan  in 
newspapers  and  has  met  wide  response. 


Nova  Scotia  Show  Trade 
Hit  War  Peak  in  1944 

From  Canadian  Edition 

HALIFAX,  N.  S. — Paid  admissions  to  the- 
atres in  Nova  Scotia  numbered  12,602,417  for 
1944.  This  constituted  an  all-time  record. 
This  compares  with  5,703,301  in  1939  before 
the  war. 

A total  of  $385,352  was  received  by  the 
province  in  taxes  on  theatre  and  other  amuse- 
ment tickets  for  1944,  $9,084  higher  than 
1943.  The  1944  admissions  were  663,733  more 
than  in  1943. 


Midwest  Popcorn  Wholesaler 
gets  orders  up  to  ten  carloads 

with  one 

BOXOFFICE  advertisement 

"Never  as 

Read  Mr.  Coffey's  Enthusiastic  Letter: 

complete  response 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Feb.  24,  1945. 

BOXOFFICE  Sales  Manager, 

on  one  ad." 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Dear  Sin 

On  the  3rd  of  February  we  placed  a half-page  ad  in  your  publication,  soliciting  sales 

• 

on  Iowa  popcorn  from  our  wholesale  department.  The  3rd  was  on  Saturday  and  on  Monday 
we  immediately  began  to  get  long  distance  calls  and  wires  for  from  one  to  ten  carloads. 

It  was  almost  a complete  sellout  the  first  week  and  we  tried  to  get  in  touch  with  your  local 

"Orders  from 

man  to  stop  the  following  week's  ad,  but  were  unable  to  cancel  because  the  edition  had 
gone  to  press.  We  then  had  him  wire  you:  "Cancel  schedule  on  sales  ad.  Stock  com- 

four  corners 

pletely  gone." 

of  the  U.  S." 

The  writer  has  handled  advertising  for  a number  of  years  and  never  had  as  complete 

a response  on  an  ad  as  we  received  on  this.  Com  naturally  is  in  demand  at  this  time, 
however,  this  response  comes  from  reader  interest  and  the  orders  covered  the  four  comers 
of  th  United  States — Maine,  Washington,  Texas,  and  all  through  the  Carolinas. 

9 

We  have  again  scheduled  advertising,  soliciting  contracts  for  fall  delivery  . . . We 

hope  that  we  again  have  the  response  we  had  on  our  first  advertising. 

Now  advertising 

Thanking  you  for  your  cooperation. 

Yours  very  truly. 

for  fall 

MIDWEST  POPCORN  COMPANY 

delivery. 

(Signed):  Lee  Coffey. 

BOXOFFICE 

Is  the  Market  Place  of  the  Industry 

Send  for  rate  card.  Address  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 
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Dramatizes  Films 
As  the  Major  Art 

CLEVELAND — Therese  Stone,  assistant  to 
H.  M.  Richey  of  M-G-M,  has  made  an  ex- 
tensive tour  since  January  1 with  appear- 
ances before  women’s  clubs,  better  film 
groups,  etc.,  in  the  east.  She  was  guest 
speaker  at  a luncheon  meeting  here.  The 
forum  was  held  under  auspices  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council  of  Greater  Cleveland 
and  was  attended  by  60  leaders  of  women’s 
community  activities.  John  J.  Maloney,  cen- 
tral division  sales  manager,  was  present  as 
were  Clevelanders  Jack  Sogg,  branch  mana- 
ger; Jack  Mundstuk,  sales  manager,  and 
Charlie  Deardourff,  exploiteer. 

Miss  Stone  dramatized  her  presentation  of 
the  motion  picture  as  “the  most  important 
American  art,”  by  displaying  costumes  from 
“The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray,”  modeled  by 
live  models  from  the  Higbee  Co.  Gowns  and 
hats  of  the  period  of  the  picture  were  shipped 
from  the  studio  for  the  purpose. 

Numerous  six-foot  display  boards  with  stills 
from  new  M-G-M  pictures  were  another 
highlight  of  Miss  Stone’s  presentation  and 
a book  display  accentuated  recent  literary 
tieups  effected  by  M-G-M  in  cooperation 
with  the  Cleveland  Public  Library. 

Miss  Stone  reports  continuing  interest 
among  social  and  civil  leaders  in  motion  pic- 
tures and  is  firmly  convinced  that  the  M-G-M 
salesman’s  job  can  be  made  an  easier  one 
if  sufficient  educative  work  is  done  in  pre- 
paring public  consciousness  for  better  pic- 
tures and  by  explaining  to  intelligent  groups 
the  broad,  constructive  forces  at  work  within 
the  industry. 


Gene  Lutes  Is  Promoted 
To  Kentucky  Manager 

FRANKFORT,  KY. — Gene  Lutes,  manager 
of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  has  been  promoted  to 
district  manager  of  all  Chakeres  theatres  in 
Kentucky.  The  Chakeres  chain  operates  two 
theatres  in  Frankfort,  two  in  Winchester  and 
hopes  to  open  its  fifth  location  in  Shelbyville 
by  Easter,  Lutes  announced.  He  retains  ac- 
tive control  of  the  Capitol,  with  his  assistant, 
Roy  Schuler,  taking  over  when  he  is  out  of 
town. 

Elizabeth  Moon's  Palace, 
Charlevoix,  Is  Burned 

DETROIT — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Moon’s  Palace, 
558-seat  theatre,  and  the  only  one  in  Charle- 
voix, was  destroyed  by  fire  with  an  estimated 
loss  of  $12,000. 


Reflectors  in  by  Plane 

ERIE,  PA. — H.  D.  Putnam,  Warner  circuit 
sound  engineer,  recently  made  an  emergency 
flight  in  a Taylor  Cub  plane  from  Warren, 
Pa.,  to  this  city  with  a pair  of  reflectors  so 
that  the  show  could  go  on  at  a local  unit 
house. 


F.  E.  McGillick  Weds 

PITTSBURGH  — F.  E.  McGillick,  veteran 
Coraopolis  exhibitor,  and  Miss  A.  Louise 
Schultz  were  married  February  9.  She  is  an 
attorney  who  was  employed  by  the  McGillick 
Enterprises  a number  of  years. 


Twins  for  M-G-M  Booker 

PITTSBURGH — Twin  sons  were  bom  last 
week  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Mackins,  named 
Lanny  Eugene  and  Larry  Stephen  Mackins. 
Proud  papa,  the  M-G-M  booker,  and  Mrs. 
Mackins  have  another  son  Joe,  four. 


Floods  Close  Theatres 
Through  Ohio  Basin 


CINCINNATI  — Following  a disastrous 
fiood,  the  fourth  largest  in  history,  the  Ohio 
River  Valley  settled  down  to  cleaning  up. 
Theatres  throughout  the  territory  were  closed 
in  flooded  towns.  Others  suffered  from 
closed  and  flooded  roads  which  made  film 
deliveries  almost  impossible.  From  Ports- 
mouth, Ohio,  where  all  theatres  were  closed, 
to  Louisville,  widely  surging  waters  wrought 
disaster  and  havoc. 

In  Cincinnati,  the  Americus,  operated  by 
Wes  Huss,  was  flooded  after  all  seats  and 
apparatus  were  removed  to  safety.  The 
Broadway,  operated  by  O.  Grischy  on  Pearl 
St.,  and  the  Jackson,  Eastern  Ave.,  suburban 
house  operated  by  Louis  Wiethe  chain,  also 
were  water  logged.  The  Freeman,  and  the 
Riverside  were  closed. 

Waters  receded  slowly  over  the  weekend. 
The  damage  could  not  be  estimated  at  the 
present  writing.  At  Cairo,  111.,  the  Ohio  was 
reported  falling  from  a crest  of  54  feet. 

Films  “Nonessential” 

Following  an  embargo  declared  on  all  un- 
essential freight,  shipment  of  prints  was 
precarious.  However,  all  truckers  managed  to 
get  through  eventually  and  most  exchanges 
dispatched  representatives  to  key  points  to 
take  care  of  isolated  areas.  A number  of  ex- 
hibitors personally  called  for  films. 

Film  was  listed  as  a nonessential  under  the 
embargo. 

At  one  time  when  a temporary  post  office 
substation  was  opened  in  Music  Hall,  bookers 
rushed  there  with  prints  envisioning  a re- 
sumption of  service.  But  their  joy  was  short 
lived.  Shippers  sent  out  to  trace  lost  films 
discovered  the  prints  neatly  piled  in  corners 
at  the  substation,  waiting  for  the  embargo 
to  be  lifted.  They  promptly  carted  the  prints 
back  to  the  exchange  and  made  personal  de- 
liveries in  some  cases. 

Salesmen  and  bookers  from  several  ex- 
changes, including  20th-Fox  and  M-G-M, 
were  dispatched  to  various  towns  with  suf- 


ficient prints  and  advertising  material  to  keep 
theatres  from  going  dark. 

Warner  Circuit  Chiefs  Watch 
Situation  Along  Ohio  River 

CLEVELAND— Nat  Wolf,  Warner  Theatres 
zone  manager  and  J.  Knox  Strachan,  pub- 
licity director,  were  in  Portsmouth,  Dayton 
and  other  points  along  the  Ohio  River  last 
week  keeping  a watchful  eye  of  flood  condi- 
tions. 

All  three  Warner  Portsmouth  houses,  the 
La  Roy,  Columbia  and  Lyric,  were  completely 
dismantled  in  anticipation  of  continued  rise 
of  the  river.  All  seats,  and  movable  equip- 
ment on  the  main  floor  were  taken  to  safer 
locations.  Wolf  and  Strachan  are  veteran 
flood  fighters.  They  were  among  the  hard- 
est workers  in  1937  when  Portsmouth  suffered 
its  last  flood. 

M.  A.  Romney  to  Cleveland 
As  RCA  16mm  Chief 

CLEVELAND — The  appointment  of  Milton 
A.  Romney  as  sales  manager  for  RCA  16mm 
equipment  in  the  Cleveland  area  has  been 
announced  by  Harold  Winters,  Cleveland 
regional  manager  for  the  RCA  Victor  divi- 
sion. 

Romney  has  been  associated  with  RCA  for 
the  past  two  years  as  sales  representative  in 
the  Chicago  regional  office.  For  more  than 
20  years  he  has  had  close  contact  with  the 
industrial  field  and  film  producers  in  the  mid- 
dle west.  Romney  makes  his  headquarters  at 
the  RCA  Victor’s  Cleveland  office  in  the 
Keith  Bldg.  His  territory  covers  Ohio,  Mich- 
igan, West  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  western 
Pennsylvania. 


Scott  and  Fitzgerald  Options 

Options  on  Barry  Fitzgerald  and  Kay  Scott 
have  been  exercised  by  Paramount. 


AT  FILM  FORUM— Therese  Stone  (inset  at  right), 
assistant  to  H.  M.  Richey  of  M-G-M,  conducted  a one- 
day  film  forum  sponsored  by  the  Cleveland  Motion 
Picture  Council.  With  her  at  the  Dais  is  Jack  Sogg, 
division  manager.  In  the  larger  picture  is  Division 
Sales  Manager  J.  J.  Maloney.  In  the  inset  at  left  are 
models  wearing  costumes  from  “The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray,” 
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H llied  exhibitor  headquarters,  through 
**  President  Morris  M.  Finkel  and  all  of- 
ficers and  members  of  the  board,  again  urged 
the  individual  attention  of  each  theatre  owner 
and  manager  in  the  Red  Cross  collections  for 
the  Red  Cross  Fourth  War  Fund.  All  thea- 
tres in  this  exchange  area  have  returned 
pledges  of  cooperation  and  the  drive  is  off  to 
a record-breaking  start. 

A1  Brevak,  assistant  to  Ken  Hoel,  Harris 
publicity  director,  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
The  Barker,  Variety  Club’s  monthly  organ. 
The  March  edition  is  as  newsy  and  clever  as 
the.  first  issue.  Contributors  include  Wally 
Allen,  Mitch  DeGroot,  Paid  Walker,  Douglass 
Naylor,  Joe  Misrach,  “Susie  Que,”  “The  Old 
Timer”  and  Mike  Gallagher,  chief  barker  . . . 
At  the  Harris  office,  Betty  Hartman  is  the 
new  receptionist,  succeeding  Marie  Scarvace, 
who  has  been  promoted  to  the  auditing  de- 
partment. 

Recuperating  from  recent  operations  are 
Mrs.  Martha  “Max”  Shulgold  of  Crown  Film 
Co.  and  G.  J.  “Jerry”  Geinzer,  Broughton  and 
Suterville  exhibitor  . . . Nat  Nazarro  jr., 
AGVA  secretary,  reports  that  400  local  enter- 
tainers have  been  affected  by  the  midnight 
curfew. 

George  Tice,  Columbia  salesman,  will  ad- 
dress the  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  Kiwanis  Club 
March  19  on  motion  pictures  and  the  indus- 
try’s war  efforts  . . . Charles  Bell,  M-G-M 
auditor,  is  on  the  job  at  the  local  branch  ex- 
change . . . Harry  M.  Kalmine,  former  War- 
ner circuit  zone  manager  here  and  for  sev- 
eral years  assistant  general  manager  of  the 


national  circuit,  was  here  on  a tour  of  inspec- 
tion. 

Formerly  listed  as  missing  in  action,  Gene 
Neavitt,  former  assistant  manager  at  the 
Fulton,  now  is  reported  to  be  a prisoner  in  a 
German  camp  . . . George  D.  Trilling,  Fabian 
booker  and  buyer,  was  a visitor  after  looking 
over  the  circuit’s  situations  at  Harrisburg, 
Altoona  and  Johnstown. 

Margaret  Casey  McGeever,  M-G-M  booker, 
and  her  mother  visited  at  the  Walter  Reed 
Hospital  with  Pvt.  Tom  Casey,  brother  and 
son,  respectively,  whose  left  leg  has  been 
amputated  as  a result  of  wounds  sustained 
in  the  European  war.  Margaret  has  received 
word  that  her  husband,  Pvt.  Joe  McGeever,  is 
a paratrooper  in  Italy. 

Martin  Sheam,  manager  of  the  Harris, 
Tarentum,  has  moved  into  the  apartment  in 
the  theatre  building  . . . Fred  J.  Herrington, 
AMPTO  secretary,  was  confined  to  his  home 
with  a bad  cold  . . . With  half-a-hundred  local 
area  theatres  still  unreported,  March  of  Dimes 
collections  here  went  over  the  $164,000  mark. 
Saal  Gottlieb,  M-G-M  manager,  is  endeavor- 
ing to  clear  the  books  and  urges  all  exhibi- 
tors who  have  not  made  returns  to  do  so  at 
once. 

Bernard  Buchheit,  Manos  circuit  district 
manager,  plans  to  bring  a number  of  friends 
from  Greensburg  to  see  “Oklahoma”  when 
the  song-and-dance  show  plays  at  the  Nixon, 
starting  April  9 for  three  weeks  . . . Sam 
Nixon,  Nixcn  manager,  now  lists  ZaSu  Pitts 
in  “Ramshackle  Inn”  for  the  week  of  May  7, 


MIDEAST  GIRDS  FOR  A.  MONTAGUE 
DRIVE — “It’s  in  the  bag,”  says  Lester  Zucker, 
Columbia’s  veteran  manager  in  Cleveland,  at 
the  extreme  right  in  the  top  picture.  He 
referred  to  the  A.  Montague  20th  Anniversary 
playdate  drive,  and  added  that  Cleveland 
would  be  in  the  top  spot  at  the  conclusion. 
Other  mideastern  managers  in  the  picture 
declare  they’ll  give  Zucker  a tussle.  Left  to 
right:  Sam  Galanty,  division  manager;  Ben 
Caplon,  Allan  Moritz,  Arthur  Levy,  respec- 
tively managers  at  Washington,  Cincinnati 
and  Pittsburgh;  and  Zucker.  At  left,  usual 
order:  Manny  Glick,  Jack  Share  and  Oscar 
Bloom,  Zucker’s  hand-picked  sales  team  at 
Cleveland. 


following  which  is  scheduled  “The  Two  Mrs. 
Carrolls.” 

Rex  Williams,  UA  publicity  ace,  was  here 
doing  his  stuff  . . . The  Harris  circuit  has  a 
tieup  with  the  Bob  Prince  news  report  each 
week  day  on  KQV  . . . Jack  Judd,  RKO  sales- 
man, reports  that  his  nephew,  Milton  Roth, 
is  a prisoner  at  a German  camp  . . The 
Louis  Gagos  (she  was  Arlene  Zerelstein, 
Warner  circuit  short  subject  booker)  are 
honeymooning  in  New  York  following  their 
marriage  here  Thursday  last  week. 

M.  J.  “Mike”  Gallagher,  Variety  Club’s  chief 
barker,  announces  plans  are  being  completed 
for  a gin  rummy  tournament.  A golf  tourna- 
ment will  be  held  next  summer  . . . Frank 
King,  California,  Pa„  exhibitor,  was  here  to 
visit  his  brother,  C.  W.  King  of  McKeesport, 
who  is  under  observation  at  Mercy  Hospital. 
C.  W.  opened  the  first  nickelodeon  at  Cali- 
fornia in  1907. 

Martin  Seed,  20th-Fox  student  salesman, 
has  been  named  30th  anniversary  drive  rep- 
resentative for  the  local  branch  by  William 
J.  Kupper,  general  sales  manager  who  man- 
aged the  old  Fox  exchange  here  a number  of 
years  ago.  Marty  is  the  son  of  Harry  Seed, 
former  Warner  head  here  who  is  now  Warner 
midwest  district  manager  with  headquarters 
in  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Blain,  Co-op  secretary,  has  re- 
ceived word  from  her  husband,  Capt.  Milton 
Blain,  28th  General  Hospital,  European  area, 
will  holiday  soon  in  Scotland  where  he  will 
meet  his  grandparents  . . . Jules  Levy,  seven, 
son  of  the  Arthur  H.  Levys,  sustained  a 
broken  arm  while  sledding. 

Morton  Winkler,  assistant  manager  at  M. 
A.  Rosenberg’s  McKees  Rocks  theatres,  has 
been  called  to  the  air  force  . . . Anthony  Di- 
Michelis,  proprietor  of  the  Strand,  Dunbar, 
reports  that  son  Vincent  is  with  the  signal 
corps  in  Europe.  Son  Albert  is  a premedical 
student  at  Duquesne  University  . . . Edwin 
Kelley,  veteran  of  the  film  industry  here,  on 
April  10  will  complete  ten  years  as  cash  night 
master  of  ceremonies  at  Peter  Antonoplos’ 
Rivoli,  East  Pittsburgh. 

New  Variety  Club  members  include  Her- 
man Beiersdorf,  Duke  Hickey,  George  S.  Was- 
ser,  Richard  Charles  Woodruff,  James  Hen- 
del,  Charles  D.  Carlos,  Julius  C.  Dubin,  Albert 
A.  Rice,  John  M.  Pfeil,  William  Shartin,  Paul 
Krumenacker,  Jack  W.  Ziegler,  Clarence  W. 
Dickinson,  Saal  Gottlieb,  Raymond  M.  Win- 
ter, Irving  Davidson  and  Joseph  Fingert  . . . 
Andy  W.  Smith  jr.,  20th-Fox  eastern  sales 
manager,  was  here  in  connection  with  the 
company’s  30th  anniversary  drive. 

The  Carl  Czolbas  (he  is  the  Warner  Row- 
land, Wilkinsburg,  manager)  are  parents  of 
a third  child,  a son,  born  last  week  . . . Pvt. 
James  Kalos,  ski  trooper  and  former  man- 
ager of  the  Harris  Perry,  was  wounded  in  ac- 
tion in  Italy  . . . Mike  Winograd,  Rochester, 
Pa.,  exhibitor,  has  returned  from  a Florida 
vacation.  Sam  Steinberg,  theatre  supply 
dealer,  and  Harry  Browarsky,  northside  ex- 
hibitor, are  “taking  it  easy  at  Miami  as  the 
result  of  illnesses,”  according  to  Winograd. 

Mrs.  Martha  Shulgold,  who  was  injured  in 
an  auto  collision  several  weeks  ago,  under- 
went an  operation  in  Montefiore  Hospital 
Monday  last  week.  She  is  doing  very  well, 
according  to  her  husband,  Max  Shulgold, 
Crown  Film  Co.  manager.  Martha  is  the 
Crown  office  manager. 

John  M.  Cook,  coast  guard  radio  technician, 
and  Mrs.  Cook  of  the  Kanawha,  Grantsville, 
W.  Va„  were  Filmrow  visitors  last  week.  Mrs. 
Cook  has  operated  the  theatre  since  Johnny 
went  into  service  upwards  of  two  years  ago. 

Andy  Masters  of  the  Paramount,  New 
Castle,  has  returned  to  his  home  after  being 
hospitalized  for  an  operation  . . . ZaSu  Pitts 
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is  bringing  her  “Ramshackle  Inn”  to  the 
Nixon  for  the  week  of  April  30  . . . The  James 
H.  Alexanders  (he’s  the  Pennsylvania  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  executive)  are  grandparents  for 
the  third  time,  a daughter  Donna  Marie  hav- 
ing been  born  to  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Doro- 
thy Alexander  Bright. 

Morris  M.  Finkel,  AMPTO  president,  re- 
ceived a telegram  from  S.  H.  Fabian  which 
stated  that  the  WPB  has  authority  to  certify 
for  deferment  key  men  in  the  motion  picture 
industry  between  ages  of  18  and  33.  Request 
for  such  deferments  should  be  made  to  local 
district  office  of  WPB  before  March  10.  There 
are  forms  for  men  of  18  to  29  and  for  those 
aged  30  to  33. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Keaser  has  enrolled  the  Pal- 
ace, Charleroi,  with  Pennsylvania  Enterprises, 
film  buying  and  booking  combined  . . . Cpl. 
Dan  Lind,  former  manager  of  Warners  Victor, 
McKeesport,  and  Shirley  Fenske  of  McKees- 
port, were  joined  in  wedlock  last  week  at 
Fort  Benning,  Ga.  . . . Mrs.  Sydney  Lehman, 
wife  of  the  Republic  manager,  spent  a:?,  after- 
noon on  Filmrow  witnessing  previews  of  “Earl 
Carroll  Vanities”  and  “The  Flame  of  the 
Barbary  Coast”  which  exhibitors  enjoyed  very 
much.  We  got  the  impression  Mrs.  Lehman 
liked  ’em  too! 


Comedy  Role  in  "White's  Scandals" 

Florence  Lake  has  been  cast  for  the  com- 
edy role  in  “George  White’s  Scandals  of 
1945,”  RKO  production. 


COLUMBUS 


Toew’s  Ohio  celebrates  its  17th  anniversary 
on  St.  Patrick’s  Day,  this  Saturday.  In 
that  time  the  Ohio  has  had  only  three  man- 
agers— Edward  J.  Melniker,  Russell  A.  Bovim 
and  the  present  manager,  William  H.  Elder. 
Bovim  is  now  manager  of  Loew’s  Midland, 
Kansas  City. 

Harry  Schreiber,  former  local  city  man- 
ager for  RKO  and  now  executive  assistant  in 
the  RKO  midwest  division  offices,  Chicago, 
was  a visitor  . . . Harry  Klotz,  manager  of 
Loew’s  in  Canton,  was  here  to  take  back  with 
him  his  wife  and  daughter  who  had  been 
awaiting  establishment  of  the  new  Klotz 
home  in  Canton.  Klotz  recently  was  pro- 
moted from  the  managership  of  Loew’s  Broad 
here  to  Canton. 

Bernard  McGraner,  assistant  at  the  Ohio, 
is  recovering  from  his  second  operation  with- 
in six  months  in  White  Cross  Hospital  . . . 
It’s  Maj.  Mike  Cullen  now.  Cullen,  who  re- 
signed his  post  as  Loew’s  midwestern  division 
manager  more  than  two  years  ago  in  order 
to  enlist  as  a special  service  officer,  has  been 
serving  in  North  Africa,  Sicily,  Italy  and 
France.  His  most  recent  assignment  was  as 
officer  in  charge  of  the  tour  of  Katharine 
Cornell  to  the  battle  fronts.  Cullen’s  mother, 
known  familiarly  to  show  people  as  “Ma” 
Cullen,  lives  here  at  the  Neil  House. 

A masked  bandit  displayed  a gun  and  de- 
manded the  purse  of  a woman  patron  at  the 
Ohio  one  night  recently.  A nearby  soldier, 
who  saw  the  attempted  stickup,  gave  chase 
and  the  bandit  released  the  purse.  Later  a 
blackjack  was  found  on  the  sill  of  the  Ohio 
stage  door. 

Sally  Stuart,  singer  with  Sammy  Kaye’s 
orchestra,  is  hospitalized  at  Miami  Beach 
following  an  operation.  Her  father  is  W.  A. 
Zerbe  of  Columbus.  Her  real  name  is  Gloria 
Zerbe  . . . An  auto  license  plate,  improvised 
out  of  cardboard,  was  used  by  Harry  Berman, 
Columbia  salesman,  from  Somerset  to  Co- 
lumbus after  his  New  York  license  plate  had 
been  stolen.  Paul  Russell,  owner  of  the  Rus- 
sell Theatre,  Somerset  and  the  New  Lex  at 
New  Lexington,  upon  whom  Berman  was 
calling,  made  the  substitute  plate. 


T.  “Bill”  Cain  jr.  of  Louisa  and  Paints- 
ville,  Ky.,  and  James  H.  “Jimmie” 
Haynes,  Allied  Service  & Engineering  Co.,  of 
Ashland,  Ky.,  stopped  on  their  way  back  from 
Chicago  where  they  had  been  on  a shopping 
trip  for  seats.  They  spent  several  days  along 
the  Row.  They  are  planning  extensive  im-1 
provements  in  Cain’s  houses  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

Rudy  Knoepfle,  president  of  the  Cinema 
Club  who  recently  returned  from  a rest 
period  in  Florida,  visited  Ed  Burkart,  former 
20th-Fox  West  Virginia  salesman,  now  living 
in  the  southland.  Knoepfle  has  been  with 
Republic  under  George  Kirby  many  years. 

H.  J.  Gilbert,  Princeton,  W Va.,  and  Dave 
Brown,  Cabin  Creek,  were  visitors  during  the 
flood,  taking  their  prints  back  with  them  . . . 
Frank  Allara,  Matewan,  is  reported  to  have 
planed  in  for  prints  . . . J.  M.  Hopps,  Eliza- 
bethtown, managed  to  reach  Louisville  via 
bus  to  pick  up  prints. 

Florence  Kipp,  Lyric  manager  and  RKO 
Theatres  booker,  mourns  the  loss  of  her 
radio,  stolen  from  her  office  by  some  one  with 
a pass  key. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Woodruff,  local  Schine’s 
Belpic  manager,  journeyed  to  Belfontaine  in 


time  to  be  with  her  father,  E.  W.  Parker,  be- 
fore his  death  March  8 . . . Mrs.  Irene  Lowe, 
Universal  booker,  was  on  the  sick  list  . . . 
Universal’s  local  force  are  rejoicing  over  the 
shorts  and  news  drive  now  in  progress,  with 
Peter  Rosian’s  district  leading  the  field.  The 
local  office  is  also  second  in  the  annual  drive, 
ending  May  5. 

Mannie  Naegel,  20th-Fox’s  salesman,  is  the 
father  of  a son,  born  March  7 and  named 
Ted.  Wife  Dorothy  and  son  are  doing  nicely. 

Stanley  Jacques’  gang  at  RKO  attended  a 
drive  meeting  at  the  exchange,  when  Harry 
Michelson,  sales  manager  of  short  subjects, 
spoke.  Michelson  was  on  old  stamping  ground 
as  he  was  one  time  Cincinnati  branch  man- 
ager . . . Milt  Levine,  E.  L.  Kessling  and  Louis 
Shore  were  among  exhibitors  dropping  in  to 
pick  up  prints  . . . Sylvia  Blackschlaeger,  wife 
of  Mitchell  Blackschlaeger,  United  Artists 
salesman,  and  daughter  of  Lee  Goldberg  of 
Popular  Pictures,  was  confined  to  the  hos- 
pital for  several  days  . . . Mrs.  Lee  Goldberg 
also  underwent  a minor  operation  this  past 
week,  but  now  happily  is  home  again  . . . Lee 
Goldberg  reports  “Jimmy  Steps  Out,”  and 
“Birth  of  a Star,”  now  distributed  by  Popu- 
lar Pictures,  are  current  downtown  Strand  at- 
tractions. Two  other  reissues,  “Lion  Man” 
and  “Zanbo  Anga,”  are  proving  popular  in 
combination. 
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lack  Zide,  Allied  Film  Exchange,  2310  Cass  Ave..  Detroit  1,  Mich. 

Lee  Goldberg,  Popular  Pictures,  1G32  Central  Parkway,  Film  Bldg.,  Cincinnati  29, 
Ohio. 

Max  Jacobs,  Imperial  Picture  Co.,  718  Film  Bldg.,  Cleveland  15,  Ohio. 

Max  Shulgold,  Crown  Film  Co.,  1701  Blvd.  ol  Allies,  Pittsburgh  19,  Pa. 
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IE  wish  to  join 
the  national  cele- 
bration in  honor  of  the 
Montague  20th  Anniver- 
sary Campaign.  We 
pledge  our  full  support  to 
A.  Montague,  Colum- 
bia’s general  sales  mana- 
ger - - - a real  friend. 

Sincerely, 


J.  WEISS  THEATRES 

McKeesport,  Pa. 
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"St.  Louis"  Gives  Penn 
Best  Week  'in  Ages' 

PITTSBURGH— “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
gave  Loew’s  Penn  one  of  its  best  weeks  “in 
ages”  and  the  highly-praised  old-fashioned 
family  picture  in  Technicolor  and  with  gay 
music  and  songs  was  continued  for  a run.  It 
scored  70  per  cent  above  average  during  its 
first  week,  a period  which  found  five  thea- 
tres exhibiting  holdover  films.  The  only  new 
offerings  were  “Here  Come  the  Co-Eds”  at 
the  J.  P.  Harris,  and  the  Barry’s  action  double 
feature  program. 

(Average  is  100) 


Barry — Pride  oi  the  Bowery  (Mono),  My  Buddy 

(Rep)  110 

Fulton — The  Keys  oi  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

4th  wk 75 

Harris — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ) 90 

Penn — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 170 

Ritz — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 70 

Senator — Going  My  Way  (Para),  return  engage- 
ment   125 

Stanley — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO),  2nd  wk 75 

Warner — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

4th  d.  t.  wk 70 


In  the  industry  since 
1915,  William  Finkel  of 

Pittsburgh  now  owns 
the  1,248-seat  Arcade 
and  the  620-seat  Co- 
lonial. A former  archi- 
tect, Finkel  at  one 
time  was  in  distribu- 
tion, in  association 
with  J.  P.  Harris  and 
Ike  Libson,  and  later 
was  branch  manager 
for  Warners’  first  film 
exchange  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh area.  A son,  Sgt.  Robert  S.  Finkel, 
overseas,  was  assistant  director  at  Republic 
at  the  time  of  his  induction.  A daughter, 
Sally  Eileen,  lives  at  home;  another  daugh- 
ter, Margery  Rita,  is  married.  A Mason,  he 
is  assistant  chief  barker  at  the  Variety  Club. 


Mrs.  Eva  B.  Francis, 

St.  Clair  Shores,  Mich., 
built  the  Lakeview 
Theatre  in  1923,  and 
has  operated  the  same 
570-seat  house  since 
that  period.  A resident 
of  St.  Clair  Shores 
since  1919,  where  her 
husband  has  operated 
a real  estate  business, 
local  hardware  and 
other  enterprises,  the 
Francis  family  goes 
south  each  winter.  She  looks  forward  to  trav- 
eling in  a de  luxe  trailer  throughout  the 
states.  She  is  a member  of  the  Chamber  of 

Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  is  the 

mother  of  a son,  George,  the  village  attorney, 

and  a married  daughter,  Marie. 


Spurt  in  Detroit  Trade,  Partly 
Because  of  Strong  Film  Fare 

DETROIT — Business  took  a general  spurt 
at  local  first  run  houses,  partly  as  a result 
of  strong  screen  fare.  The  only  notable  re- 
sult of  the  curfew  seems  to  be  the  loss  of  the 
midnight  shows,  although  there  is  a general 
tendency  to  make  the  earlier  shows,  with  a 
consequent  slight  dropoff  on  the  last  show. 
This  may  become  more  serious  as  the  trend 
gets  established.  Holdovers  remained  very 
high.  There  were  five  new  films  and  eight 
holdovers. 


Adams — Song  to  Remember  (Col);  Leave  It  to 

Blondie  (Col),  3rd  d.  t.  wk ...130 

Broadway-Capitol — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA); 

Dangerous  Passage  (Para),  3rd  d.  t.'  wk.... 120 

Cinema — Moscow  Skies  (Art)  135 

Downtown — Kid  Sister  (PRC),  plus  Count  Basie 

orchestra  on  stage  _ 140 

Fox — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 200 

Michigan — Dark  Waters  (UA),  plus  Woody  Her- 
man orchestra  on  stage  170 

Palms-State — What  a Blonde  (RKO);  Tall  in  the 

Saddle  (RKO),  2nd  wk 130 

Paradise — Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep),  plus 

Benny  Carter  orchestra  on  stage 140 

United  Artists — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 125 


Cleveland  Houses  Get  Bigger  Take 
Without  After-Midnight  Shows 

CLEVELAND — First  week  of  the  curfew  had 
a stimulating  effect  on  theatre  attendance, 
showing  a bigger  total  take  without  a mid- 
night show  than  the  previous  week  with  the 
owl  performance.  Early  Saturday  night 
shows  were  better  attended  than  previously. 


Allen — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 100 

Hippodrome — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO) 60 

Lake — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  3rd  wk 85 

Ohio — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  4th  wk .100 

Palace — The  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO),  plus 

Spike  Jones  orchestra  on  stage  130 

State — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 140 

Stillman — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 125 


Cincinnati  Grosses  Stay  Average 
Despite  Public  Flood  Warning 

CINCINNATI — Business  held  average  and 
slightly  above,  with  Old  Man  River  in  strong 
competition.  The  city  manager  advised  all 
people  to  remain  in  their  homes  to  prevent 
traffic  tieups.  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  held  for 
a fifth  week. 


Albee — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox) 120 

Capitol — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  3rd  wk 100 

Grand — Three  Caballeros  (RKO),  2nd  wk 105 

Keith's — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  2nd  wk 95 

Lyric — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ),  3rd  wk 105 

Palace — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO) 115 

Shubert — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 110 


Fred  A.  Lanza  Dies 

DETROIT — Fred  A.  Lanza,  65,  a veteran 
theatre  musician,  died  March  3 at  his  home 
in  Grosse  Pointe  Park.  He  formerly  was  with 
the  Temple  and  Michigan  theatre  orchestras. 
His  wife  and  two  daughters  survive. 


Opening  the  first  nick- 
elodeon in  Dayton,  39 
years  ago,  was  John  A. 

Schwalm’s  debut  in 
the  industry.  Later,  in 
1907,  he  started  the 
Victory,  Reading,  Pa., 
the  Bijou  and  Dream- 
land, South  Bethle- 
hem, the  Jewel  in 
Easton,  and  the  Jewel, 

Dayton,  Ohio.  From 
1909  to  1920  he  built 
many  other  theatres 
throughout  Ohio.  Owner  of  the  Rialto  in 
Hamilton,  Schwalm  served  from  1921  to  1932 
as  director  of  MPTO  of  Ohio,  and  from  1926 
until  1931  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  na- 
tional MPTO.  His  hobby  is  politics.  Schalm’s 
two  sons  hold  commissions. 

Formerly  a grocer, 
George  Flucksa  of  De- 
troit now  owns  the 
Cameo  Theatre,  seat- 
ing capacity  1,448.  He 
entered  the  industry  in 
1917  when  he  built  the 
Davison  Theatre.  He 
now  is  vice-president 
of  the  General  Thea- 
tre Service.  Flucksa  is 
a member  of  long- 
standing in  the  Ro- 
manian -American 
His  favorite  sports  are 
and  he  looks  forward 
to  taking  hunting  trips  again  when  the  war 
is  over.  He  is  married  and  has  two  sons.  John, 
a naval  lieutenant,  is  serving  in  Panama  and 
George,  a doctor,  is  interning  in  Detroit. 

Taking  over  as  assist- 
ant manager  of  the 
Kedzie  Theatre  in  Chi- 
cago, 1915,  Walter  D. 

Shafer,  Wayne,  Mich., 
three  years  later  joined 
the  Fox  Theatre  cir- 
cuit, managing  houses 
in  Elizabeth  and  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  St.  Louis, 
and  in  Detroit.  Joining 
the  Woodward  Thea- 
tre circuit  in  1926  as 
general  manager,  he 
stayed  with  the  outfit  until  he  purchased  the 
Wayne  in  1930,  and  built  the  Shafer  in  1939. 
Head  of  the  Wayne  Theatre,  Wayne,  and  the 
Shafer,  Garden  City,  Shafer  is  a member  of 
Shrine  and  Variety  Club.  He  has  three  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  a daughter. 


The  industry  of  Nitro, 

W.  Va„  claims  as  one 
of  its  eminent  sons, 

F.  J.  N alley,  manager 
and  owner  of  the  Lyric 
and  Nitro  theatres 
there,  and  the  Liberty 
in  Carnegie,  Pa.  In 
the  business  for  35 
years,  he  is  far  from  a 
novice,  and  today,  with 
the  picture  industry 
progressing  as  it  is, 
expects  a greater  fu- 
ture than  ever  before.  His  clubs  include  Va- 
riety, Lions,  Elks  and  Moose.  He  belongs  also 
to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Knights  of  St. 
George  and  the  Chartiers  Council.  His  hobby 
is  raising  wild  game,  particularly  ring-neck 
and  golden  pheasants. 

In  1910,  Edgar  E. 
Kirchner,  Detroit,  ap- 
plied for  an  assistant 
manager’s  job  at  the 
Family  Theatre  there. 
Hired  under  temporary 
arrangement,  until  the 
house  could  get  some- 
one else,  he  stayed  on. 
In  1915  he  became 
manager  and  has  stuck 
to  the  house  ever  since. 
Secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Allied  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  he  also  is  a member  and  a past 
president  of  Variety  Club.  He  is  a quarter- 
century  member  of  the  Detroit  Automobile 
Club.  In  ten  years,  Kirchner  will  celebrate 
his  golden  wedding  anniversary.  He  has  one 
son,  married  and  living  in  Detroit. 


Earl  V.  Seitz  of  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  better 
known  to  Sanduskyites 
as  “Commodore,”  start- 
ed in  the  industry  with 
the  purchase  of  the 
Ivanhoe  Theatre,  later 
renamed  the  Plaza 
Pater.  Four  years  later 
Seitz  obtained  the 
Star,  which  he  still 
runs.  Some  ten  years 
afterward,  he  built  the 
State.  He  is  running 
the  State  and  Plaza  in  Sandusky,  as  well  as 
the  Strand  and  Star  in  Wadsworth.  He  is  also 
kept  active  with  a lieutenancy  in  the  USCGR. 
Seitz  is  past  commodore  of  the  Sandusky 
Yacht  and  Sandusky  Sailing  clubs  and  en- 
joys fishing. 


Business  Men’s  Ass’n. 
hunting  and  fishing 
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/■'"harles  Rich,  Warners  district  manager,  and 
Joe  Koliski,  branch  manager,  attended  a 
company  meeting  in  New  York,  getting  back 
home  in  time  for  Rich  to  meet  Mrs.  Rich 
and  proceed  to  a Florida  vacation  during 
which  Mrs.  Rich  expects  to  recuperate  full} 
from  an  operation. 

R.  E.  Paulus  has  reopened  his  Spicer  Thea- 
tre, Akron,  closed  two  weeks  while  fire  dam- 
age was  repaired  . . . Jerry  Steel,  owner  of 
the  Apollo,  Oberlin,  and  Mrs.  Steele  have  re- 
turned from  a Florida  vacation  ...  A fire 
in  the  booth  of  the  Roxy,  DeGraf,  temporar- 
ily closed  the  house. 

Frank  Gross,  theatre  owner,  after  grum- 
bling about  the  hard  winter,  left  over  the 
weekend  for  a bit  of  Florida  sunshine  . . . Pvt. 
Sidney  Schoen,  formerly  of  Lake  Shore  Sales 
Co.,  theatre  premium  distributors,  was  in  a 
hospital  in  France  at  last  account.  He  has 
been  in  the  army  three  years  and  overseas 
two  years. 

Walter  Steuve,  Findlay  theatre  owner  in 
town  during  the  week,  said  he  expects  to  open 
his  Lyceum  sometime  about  the  middle  of 
April.  It  will  take  that  long  to  get  replace- 
ment for  equipment  recently  damaged  by  fire. 

Eddie  Catlin,  Warners  city  salesman, 
learned  last  week  that  his  son-in-law,  Lieut. 
Harold  Brainard,  is  safe  in  Switzerland  where 
he  was  interned  after  his  plane  came  down. 
Brainard  piloted  a B25  . . . Bob  Blitz,  Warner 
booker,  was  ordered  to  report  for  army  duty 
March  20.  Blitz  is  married  and  the  father 
of  two  children,  six  and  one-year-old. 

Hinda  Zarte,  WB  circuit  contact  depart- 
ment, is  engaged  to  wed  Jack  Saul  of  this 
city  . . . Twentieth-Fox’s  “A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn”  is  scheduled  to  open  at  the  Hippo- 
drome April  12.  An  extensive  exploitation 
and  publicity  campaign  is  in  the  hands  of 
20th-Fox’s  Harry  Weiss  and  Warners’  J.  Knox 
Strachan,  Jane  Simon  and  the  Hippodrome 
manager,  Eddie  Miller. 

Charles  Gottlob,  owner  of  the  Milo  and 
Mount  Pleasant  theatres,  announces  that  his 
daughter  Elayne  has  chosen  May  27  for  her 
marriage  to  Marvin  Marcus  at  the  Wade  Park 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

” A Handy  Guide  lor  the  Exhibitor  "* 

THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


PRINTERS 


THEATRICAL 
L PRINTING  ' 
f OF  EVERY  \ 
DESCRIPTION 

1225  SO.  WABASH  AVE. 
CHICACO  • VIC  3456 


Manor  . . . Jack  McBride,  long  associated  as 
manager  of  the  Metropolitan,  is  now  manag- 
ing the  Willoby,  Willoughby  . . . Milton  A. 
Mooney,  top  man  of  Cooperative  Theatre  of 
Ohio,  is  back  from  a week’s  visit  in  New  York. 

Ed  Fisher,  Loew’s  director  of  publicity,  is 
wearing  a 1A  tag  these  days.  But  for  how  long 
is  a question  for  the  medics.  Fisher,  by  the 
way,  has  gone  out  of  the  egg  business.  He 
recently  sold  his  farm  in  Avon,  together  with 
all  the  chicks  which  provided  breakfast  food 
for  many  of  us  in  the  industry,  and  has 
bought  a city  house  in  Lakewood. 

Herb  and  Liz  Ochs  were  in  town  over  last 
weekend  from  Dayton,  where  Herb  is  getting 
the  Dayton  Drive-In  ready  for  an  April  open- 
ing . . . Robert  Long,  PRC  auditor,  is  spend- 
ing a couple  of  weeks  here  in  the  office  of  Bob 
Snyder,  local  manager  . . . Arthur  Greenblatt, 
Monogram  district  manager,  was  in  town  on 
one  of  his  routine  visits.  Bill  Onie,  Cincinnati 
Monogram  franchise  owner,  came  on  to  meet 
with  Greenblatt  . . . Sam  Galanty,  Columbia 
eastern  division  manager,  spent  almost  the 
entire  week  in  Cleveland  with  Lester  Zucker, 
local  branch  manager.  While  here,  Galanty 
closed  circuit  deals  on  "A  Song  to  Remember,” 
which  opens  April  5 at  the  Rivoli  Theatre, 
Toledo;  April  5 at  the  Hippodrome,  Cleve- 
land, and  April  13  at  the  Palace,  Youngs- 
town. 

Announcement  was  made  of  the  engage- 
ment of  Miss  Helen  Katzel,  formerly  of  Co- 
lumbia Pictures,  to  Sgt.  Jules  I.  Marks,  sta- 
tioned at  Stout  Field,  Ind.  . . . Peter  Bellamy, 
photoplay  editor  of  the  News,  was  guest  of 
honor  at  a farewell  party  staged  at  the  Hol- 
lenden  by  his  many  friends  in  the  field  of 
amusement  prior  to  his  reporting  for  active 
army  duty  . . . Gertrude  Tracy,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Ohio,  was  called  east  last  week  by  ill- 
ness of  her  mother. 

Film  Storage  Okay 
After  Court  Acts 

DETROIT — Compliance  with  film  storage 
regulations  on  Filmrow  is  now  100  per  cent, 
Edward  W.  Hall,  Detroit  fire  marshal,  report- 
ed last  week.  Full  observance  of  regulations 
followed  a stiff  enforcement  drive  started 
recently  by  Hall,  which  resulted  in  filing  of 
complaints  in  court  against  eight  Detroit  film 
exchanges,  including  both  major  and  inde- 
pendent companies. 

The  principal  cause  of  complaint,  Hall  said, 
was  that  film  was  stored  outside  the  vaults 
at  night,  whereas  regulations  require  that  all 
film,  even  that  to  be  shipped  out  the  next 
day  must  be  placed  in  the  vaults  when  the 
exchange  is  closed  for  the  night.  Conditions 
of  operation  during  the  day  were  generally 
satisfactory  right  along. 

The  court  cases  resulted  from  the  fact  that 
conditions  originally  complained  of  were  not 
corrected  upon  reinspection,  Hall  said.  Some 
cases  were  dismissed,  others  resulted  in  sus- 
pended sentences  and  fines  up  to  $100. 


Set  for  “Rhythm  Round-Up''  Spots 

Guinn  “Big  Boy”  Williams  and  Raymond 
Hatton  have  been  inked  for  featured  spots  in 
Columbia’s  "Rhythm  Round-Up.” 


GEORGE  A.  EBELING 
Architect 

MODERN  THEATRES 

1783  E.  11th  St.  Phone:  MAin  0992 
CLEVELAND  14,  OHIO 


Clevelanders  Primed 
For  Montague  Drive 

CLEVELAND — Forty-four  combined  years 
of  sales  effort  with  Columbia  Pictures  backs 
the  A.  Montague  20th  anniversary  playdate 
drive  that  opened  in  this  territory  on  March 
16.  Between  then  and  June  28,  closing  date  of 
the  drive,  the  force  of  this  effort  is  expected 
to  spearhead  the  Cleveland  exchange  to  a 
top  spot  when  the  results  of  the  drive  are 
computed. 

Lester  Zucker  heads  the  list  of  Columbia 
veterans  with  a record  of  15  years  with  the 
company,  all  of  them  spent  in  Cleveland,  the 
past  eight  years  as  branch  manager.  The 
seven  previous  years  he  was  city  salesman. 
Zucker  is  a Clevelander,  bom,  reared  and 
educated.  He  is  a graduate  of  Western  Re- 
serve University.  Shortly  after  his  gradua- 
tion, he  got  on  the  motidn  picture  bandwagon, 
joining  the  local  United  Artist  sales  force.  His 
15  years’  experience  selling  film  puts  him  in 
the  classification  of  an  expert. 

Glick  in  Cleveland  Nine  Years 

Manny  Glick,  with  Columbia  for  nine  years, 
has  had  training  in  all  branches  during  the 
30  years  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
industry.  In  1915  he  joined  the  Eclectic 
Film  Co.,  later  to  become  Pathe  Films,  as 
cashier  and  bookkeeper.  A few  years  after 
that  he  became  an  exhibitor,  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Rex  Theatre  at  Lisbon  and  the 
Lincoln  and  Palace  at  Dennison.  He  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  these  theatres  in  1936  and 
since  then  has  been  one  of  Columbia’s  triple- 
threat salesmen.  Glick  was  born  in  Yonkers, 
N.Y.,  coming  to  Cleveland  in  1912,  where  he 
sold  paint  for  three  years  before  becoming  a 
member  of  the  film  colony.  He  is  about  to 
indulge  again  in  his  hobby,  golf. 

Oscar  Bloom  has  recently  chalked  up  his 
seventh  year  as  Columbia’s  local  city  sales- 
man, and  his  20th  year  in  the  picture  busi- 
ness, all  of  it  spent  in  the  sales  end.  Born 
in  Kansas  City,  Bloom  spent  almost  all  of 
his  life  in  Indianapolis  until  coming  to  Cleve- 
land seven  years  ago.  He  got  his  start  with 
FBO  in  Indianapolis.  Every  winter  the 
Blooms  go  to  Florida  for  a couple  of  weeks  of 
fishing. 

Share  Has  13- Year  Record 

Jack  Share,  who  has  been  a member  of  the 
Cleveland  Columbia  sales  force  only  six  years, 
has  nevertheless  a 13-year  sales  record  with 
the  company.  The  previous  seven  years  were 
spent  in  the  Washington,  D.  C.,  exchange. 
Share  was  born,  brought  up  and  initiated  into 
the  film  business  in  Philadelphia.  His  bap- 
tism was  as  shipper  with  the  old  Metro  Film 
Co.  He  has  two  hobbies.  One  is  his  year-old 
son.  The  other  is  selling  Columbia  pictures. 

With  this  battery  of  experience,  eastern  di- 
vision manager,  Sam  Galanty,  is  betting  on 
Cleveland  to  ride  in  at  the  head  of  the  A. 
Montague  playdate  drive  procession. 

Local  NSS  Preview  Service 
Starts  at  Cincinnati 

CINCINNATI — Letters  to  theatres  in  this 
area  announced  inauguration  of  a local  pre- 
view service  by  National  Screen  Service. 

Art  Mannheimer,  local  NSS  manager,  said 
the  take-over  date  of  the  New  York  and 
Washington  accounts  coincided  with  the  Ohio 
river  flood.  However,  Henry  Kohn  and  Sam 
Gershwin  of  the  home  office  were  on  hand 
to  help  get  things  started. 

Gershwin  spent  Sunday  (4)  endeavoring  to 
locate  trailer  stock,  and  waded  knee  deep 
through  flooded  freight  yards  in  his  quest. 
Everything  was  finally  delivered  and  service 
began  on  the  dot,  March  5. 

Herman  Robbins,  National  Screen  presi- 
dent, sent  personal  letters  to  all  theatre  oper- 
ators here  announcing  the  change. 
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We  Are  Proud 
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of 

Pleasant  Business  Relations 
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'Theatrical  Post  Notes:  Theatricalites  are 
one  of  the  few  organizations  in  town  that 
will  be  holding  legitimate  business  sessions 
past  the  curfew  hour-  . .( . Filmite  40&8  mem- 
bers will  have  a suite  at  the  Detroit  Leland 
to  assemble  after  the  Saint  Patrick’s  Day 
party  . . . Max  Kolin  and  Owen  Blough,  post 
service  officers,  have  been  plenty  busy  with 
special  activities. 

Harry  A.  Bems,  besides  being  theatrical 
post  commander,  goes  into  the  40&8  on  March 
17  and  into  the  Elks  March  29  . . . Earl  Mc- 
Glinnan  is  reported  recovering,  and  the  boys 
hope  he  will  turn  out  for  the  next  gathering 
. . . Harry  Carson  suggests  Lee  Crowell  and 
Roy  Ruben  make  it  a twosome  for  the  next 
one. 

Up  in  the  Booths:  Gene  Gilson  of  the  East 
Side  celebrated  his  birthday  with  a party  at 
home  Sunday  . . . David  C.  Cohane  of  the 
East  Side,  who  has  been  sick,  will  go  into  the 
hospital  for  an  operation  soon. 

Supply  Stuff:  Joseph  Dunker  reports  the 
Art  Metal  Works  is  rushed  with  special  order 
work  . . . Archie  Mills,  superintendent  of  the 
Long  Sign  Co.,  reports  some  news  in  the  off- 
ing . . . Roy  Thompson  evidently  finds  sign 
work  limbers  up  his  bowling  arm  . . . Turk 
Rowston  of  National  Theatre  Supply  likes 
his  clam  chowder. 

i Bath  City  Notes:  Cpl.  George  Sanders  was 
home  on  furlough  from  the  Hal  Roach 
studios,  where  he  is  a projectionist  for  the 
army  . . . Fritz  Devantier  was  home  on  leave, 
now  a seaman  second  class  . . . Cpl.  Dick 
Rank  is  reported  with  the  army  in  Germany 
. . . Stuart  Hoxwell,  formerly  operator  at  Ox- 
ford, now  stationed  somewhere  in  Italy,  wants 
more  mail  from  home  . . . Dan  Defenbaugh 
of  the  Jewel  at  Mount  Clemens  is  now  work- 
ing on  a part  time  war  job  as  well  . . . Bill 
Lennington  has  taken  over  the  booth  at  the 
Capitol  in  Utica. 

Drug  Store  Stuff:  Harry  Russell  has  re- 
turned to  town  and  opened  a booking  office 
in  the  Hofmann  Building  . . . Jacque  Leon, 
formerly  of  Chicago,  has  joined  the  Sun 
Booking  Office. 

Lost  on  Filmrow — One  notebook.  If 

found,  please  return  to  BOXOFFICE, 

Room  700,  Film  Exchange  Bldg. 

Along  the  Rialto:  Joe  Stevens,  America’s 
only  college  graduate  billposter,  complete  with 
spats  and  velour  hat,  made  a personal  but 
anonymous  appearance  in  the  Town  Crier’s 
column  in  the  Free  Press  . . . Jake  Sullivan 
is  offering  one  set  of  upper  teeth  with  a 
bridge  as  a giveaway  in  dickering  for  a deal 
with  Bert  Holmes  and  company  of  Republic 
. . . Irene  Nowicki,  who  is  the  short,  quiet 
member  of  the  Filmrow  elevator  girls,  is  back 
after  a brief  vacation. 

Eddie  Pasco  is  having  a grand  time  in  Flor- 
ida . . . Dave  Flayer  advises  the  Flayer  Co. 
is  being  changed  to  the  Crystal  Theatre  Co. 
and  the  Althea  Co.  to  the  Senate  Theatre  Co., 
part  of  the  recent  transfer  of  those  houses 
from  Ben  Cohn  to  Jack  Broder  . . . Pvt.  John 
C.  Schuman,  former  manager  of  the  Presi- 
dent, is  serving  in  Italy  . . . Hamilton  Thomp- 


son is  comanaging  the  President  and  Admiral 
with  Bernard  V.  Samuels  now  . . . Daniel  R. 
Brogan  was  sentenced  to  two  to  ten  years  at 
Jackson  for  a boxoffice  holdup  at  the  Cin- 
derella that  netted  $22. 

Short  Circuits:  Scotty  Riddell,  former 
manager  of  the  Loop,  is  new  night  manager 
of  the  Colonial  for  Ray  Schreiber  . . . Boris 
Gernardi  of  the  Midwest  circuit  is  working 
for  readjustment  of  curfew  hours  . . . Sam 
Ackerman  has  gone  to  Florida  to  join  Mrs. 
Ackerman  . . . Charles  Komer  of  K&G  Thea- 
tres has  returned  to  Florida  on  legal  business. 

Under  the  Marquees:  Phil  Zeller,  manager 
of  the  Harper,  is  installing  a padlock  and 
chain  at  the  confectionery  counter  for  the  run 
of  “Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo’’  in  order  to 
keep  that  indomitable  Van  Johnson  fan,  Mil- 
dred Drake,  at  her  post  . . . Sam  A.  Tanner 
of  the  Courtesy  reports  business  off  during 
Lent.  The  house  is  being  refurbished  under 
the  new  ownership  . . . Mrs.  Judy  Thomas, 
who  used  to  manage  the  Garden,  still  has  a 
tie  in  Detroit  with  her  husband  still  at  the 
Colonial.  She  is  in  California  now. 

Edward  Jacobson  was  busy  shopping  for 
film  on  the  Row  . . . H.  J.  Cokimos,  manager 
of  the  Lyric,  closes  up  early  . . . S.  T.  Con- 
gress, his  partner,  is  living  down  in  Ohio,  but 
gets  up  here  once  in  a while  . . . The  Dix 
Theatre  Co.,  operating  the  Stratford,  is  se- 
curing a 30 -year  extension  of  its  corporate  life 
to  Mar.  12,  1975  . . . Sgt.  Samuel  H.  Greis- 
man,  former  manager  of  the  Center,  sends 
your  scribe  a beautiful  weekly  guide  book  to 
Paris,  designed  for  visiting  Allied  troops.  It’s 
a beautiful  44-page  job  with  cover  in  three 
colors,  jam-packed  with  information  about 
picture  shows,  entertainment  and  facts  of 
Paris. 

Up  in  the  Booths:  Walter  Rosmys  of  the 
East  End  has  just  bought  a new  home,  and 
is  running  a rooming  house  besides  . . . Lloyd 
A.  Turel  of  the  Rainbo  has  moved  out  to 
Rosedale  Park  . . . Mrs.  G.  H.  Lamb,  wife  of 
the  Columbia  operator,  wishes  to  thank  the 
boys  who  got  her  that  new  spring  chapeau 
via  that  little  poker  game  . . . M.  E.  Donlon 
of  the  Calvin  says  he  lives  and  works  so  far 
out  that  he’s  forgotten  what  downtown  looks 
like. 

Orville  B.  Martin,  formerly  of  the  Moran, 
has  moved  to  the  Astor,  replacing  Roland 
Douglas  . . . Robert  Chapel  has  come  down 
from  Bay  City  to  take  over  the  Moran  booth 
. . . Albin  Frosty,  formerly  of  the  Chopin, 
has  moved  out  to  the  Davison,  ace  house  of 
the  Jacobson  circuit  . . . Roland  Douglas  is 
keeping  in  close  touch  with  all  branches  of 
show  business  . . . Peter  Burke  of  the  Plaza 
says  he  enjoys  his  job. 

Anne  O’Donnell,  formerly  with  PRC  here, 
was  back  in  town  on  her  first  visit  in  a swing 
around  the  country  for  PRC’s  home  office, 
where  she  is  now  assigned  . . . Arthur  D. 
Knadd,  20th-Fox  salesman,  has  moved  from 
Rosedale  Gardens  to  Birmingham. 

Harry  Braiker  of  the  Columbia  and  your 
scribe  got  acquainted  over  the  coffee  cups 
. . . Nat  Kaufman  of  the  Lyric  says  he  doesn’t 
have  time  to  get  acquainted  with  his  home 
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. . . Nathan  Barnett  of  the  Fenkell  is  the 
father  of  his  first  offspring,  a son  named 
Ronald  Martin.  That  makes  his  dad,  Charles 
Barnett,  veteran  projectionist  at  the  Times 
Square,  a grandfather  for  the  first  time  . . . 
Fred  Warendorp  of  the  Highland  Park  has 
moved  out  to  Greenfield  Road. 

Exchanges:  Pete  Simon  jr.  has  acquired  a 
new  name  from  a pretty  barmaid  in  Belgium 
who  read  the  heading  on  a letter  of  his  and 
figured  his  name  is  “Honey”  . . . Stanley 
Johnson,  covering  western  Michigan  for  War- 
ners, promises  to  be  one  of  our  good  upstate 
correspondents  . . . Jack  Ryder  of  Paramount 
reports  “Going  My  Way”  doing  record  busi- 
ness all  over  town  ...  Jay  Frankel  has  been 
promoted  to  salesman  at  20th-Fox,  and  Bob 
Mower,  shipping  clerk,  moves  up  to  take  his 
post  at  the  booking  desk. 

Charlie  Garner  is  super-rushed,  with  more 
upstate  houses  booking  Artkino  films,  and 
his  annual  flood  of  Passion  Play  bookings  on 
the  church  circuits  . . . Pvt.  Richard  Antio, 
former  assistant  shipper  at  Warners,  is  now 
in  Germany  . . . Milt  Cohen  proudly  informs 
that  Detroit  RKO  exchange  leads  the  nation 
in  the  seventh  week  of  the  Ned  Depinet  drive, 
which  ends  May  10.  Ben  Zimner  says  it’s  a 
record  for  the  number  of  weeks  in  first  place. 

General  Theatre  Cops  Lead 
Again  in  Detroit  Loop 

DETROIT — General  Theatre  Service  pulled 
out  of  a tie  to  take  the  lead  again  in  the 
Film  Bowling  League: 

Won  Lost 


General  Theatre  Service 21  11 

Monogram  Pictures  20  12 

Film  Truck  Service 18  14 

United  Artists  18  14 

Cooperative  Theatres  14  18 

Republic  Pictures  13  19 

Theatrical  Advertising  12  20 

RKO  _ 12  20 


General  Theatre  rolled  two  new  second  high 
records  for  the  season — 928  for  a game,  and 
2,516  for  three.  Lou  Metzger  came  up  with  214 
and  203  for  609  to  hit  third  high  for  the  season 
for  three  games.  Other  high  rollers:  Smith,  221; 
Buermele,  212;  and  Small,  211. 


DETROIT — Brenkert  is  still  one  notch 
ahead  in  the  tight  race  in  the  Nightingale 


League: 

Won  Lost 

Brenkert  Projectors  38  25 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop  37  26 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment 34  29 

National  Carbon  Co. 32  31 

National  Theatre  Supply 31  32 

Altec  Sound  Service 30  33 

McArthur's  Motiograph  27  36 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply 23  40 


High  scores  were  rolled  by  Roy  Thompson,  203 
and  233  for  a total  of  722;  Romulus  Albu,  223; 
Gilbert  Light.  212,  and  Clifford  Williams,  207. 

The  E.  V.  Samuels  Remodel 
Perrien  Theatre,  Detroit 

DETROIT  — The  Perrien  Theatre,  small 
east  side  house  taken  over  by  Elton  V.  Sam- 
uels, former  circuit  operator,  has  been  largely 
refurnished  and  remodeled  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuels.  The 
house  has  a new  marquee,  front,  tile  flooring, 
and  200  seats  replaced.  Other  additions  in- 
clude a sign  by  General  Electric  Sign  Co., 
screen  by  Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply,  recti- 
fiers by  McArthur  Theatre  Equipment  and 
overhauling  of  the  sound  system. 
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Hartford  Firm  to  Lease 
Five  When  WB  Quits 


Miichell  Elected 
By  Independents 

BOSTON — Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  of 
New  England  elected  the  following  officers 
and  directors  at  its  annual  meeting  here: 

Walter  E.  Mitchell,  president;  E.  Harold 
Stoneman,  first  vice-president;  Warren  Nich- 
ols, second  vice-president;  Kenneth  Forkey, 
secretary,  and  W.  L.  Bendsley,  treasurer. 

Mitchell  appointed  the  following  to  the 
executive  committee:  Nathan  Yamins,  chair- 
man; Frank  Boscketti,  J.  E.  Charbonneau, 
Richard  Flora,  Allard  M.  Graves,  Fred  J. 
Greene,  Francis  C.  Lydon,  Joseph  Mathieu, 
Daniel  Murphy,  Francis  M.  Perry,  Morris 
Pouzzner,  George  Ramsdell,  Samuel  Resnik, 
Philip  Smith,  Meyer  Stanzler  and  William  A. 
Viano. 

N.  H.  Sure  to  Retain 
Pari-Mutuel  Gambling 

CONCORD,  N.  H. — Extension  of  the  pari- 
mutuel horse  racing  franchise  through  1950 
was  virtually  assured  when  a bill  to  continue 
the  legalized  gambling  was  approved  by  the 
state  house  of  representatives. 

The  lawmakers  not  only  approved  the  meas- 
ure, but  adopted  a surprise  amendment  which 
may  boost  the  tax  revenue  nearly  $200,000  a 
year.  A second  amendment  would  set  aside 
sufficient  sums  from  the  racing  revenue  to 
finance  the  state’s  bonus  for  war  veterans, 
now  being  paid  through  the  collection  of  an 
extra  $3  poll  tax. 

Two  Hearings  Set  on  Bills 
Affecting  Theatre  Trade 

HARTFORD— Senate  Bill  625  to  limit  at- 
tendance of  children  at  theatres  unaccom- 
panied by  adults  when  school  is  in  session, 
and  SB  216,  the  group  libel  bill,  will  be  heard 
by  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  state 
assembly  March  20.  One  of  the  two-men- 
in-a-booth  bills  to  be  filed  this  session,  SB 
394,  is  scheduled  for  March  27  hearin,  while 
the  house  bill  covering  the  same  subject  is 
not  yet  set  down. 


Chaplain's  Aide  Now 

HARTFORD — Cpl.  Constance  Gordon,  21, 
daughter  of  Jack  Gordon,  owner  of  Gordon’s 
Theatrical  Talent  Bureau  here  and  a well- 
known  entertainer-producer,  has  been  accept- 
ed as  a chaplain’s  assistant  at  Cherry  Point, 
N.  C.  Here  on  a three-day  pass,  she  expained 
she  will  organize,  rehearse  and  supervise 
choirs;  serve  as  stenographer,  receptionist, 
organist  and  be  in  charge  of  the  altar  in  the 
air  base  chapel  with  a Protestant  chaplain. 


Night  Clubs  "0"  Now 

HARTFORD — In  the  first  punitive  action 
to  be  taken  in  Connecticut  to  enforce  the  cur- 
few edict,  the  Club  Shangri-La  and  the  Cof- 
fee House  in  Stamford  had  their  employment 
ceilings  reduced  to  zero  last  week  by  order  of 
War  Manpower  Director  Leroy  Downs.  The 
places  were  found  doing  business  after  mid- 
night behind  blackout  curtains.  In  Chicopee, 
Mass.,  the  license  commission  suspended  the 
license  of  a local  cafe  for  violation. 


Art  Titus  New  Salesman 

NEW  HAVEN — Arthur  Titus,  booker  at 
RKO  here  the  last  year  and  a half  and  pre- 
viously with  Universal  17  years  as  booker, 
office  manager,  and  salesman,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Universal  salesman,  under  the  new 
branch  manager,  Harry  Martin.  Titus  will 
assume  his  duties  March  19.  The  appoint- 
ment to  the  booker’s  post  was  not  yet  an- 
nounced. 


Tub  Thumpers  Help  Plan 
Wac  Recruiting  Drive 

BOSTON — The  Purple  Heart  citizens’  com- 
mittee and  representatives  of  Tub  Thumpers 
of  America,  namely  George  Carens  and  Paul 
Levi,  discussed  publicity  for  a Wac  recruit- 
ment drive  for  medical  technicians  at  a meet- 
ing in  Statler  Hotel.  Paul  Swaffield  pre- 
sided. 

It  was  decided  to  concentrate  on  a one  or 
two-week  campaign  starting  March  26.  Trail- 
ers will  be  run  in  theatres,  poster  advertising 
will  go  up  in  advance  and  radio  stations  will 
use  spot  announcements  wherever  the  time 
is  available  from  now  on. 

The  retail  merchants  felt  that  they  wouldn’t 
be  in  a position  to  cooperate  fully  with  the 
Wac  recruitment  drive  until  the  current  Red 
Cross  drive  and  the  nurse  recruiting  cam- 
paign were  over. 

Paul  Swaffield,  president  of  the  Boston 
Advertising  Club,  was  appointed  to  head  the 
Purple  Heart  citizens  committee  of  Massachu- 
setts by  Governor  Tobin. 

Sam  Horowitz  Is  Engaged 
To  Wed  Estelle  Calegman 

NEW  HAVEN — The  engagement  of  Estelle 
Calegman,  assistant  manager  of  the  Bijou 
here,  to  Sam  Horowitz,  assistant  at  the  Poli, 
Springfield,  has  been  announced. 

John  Pavone,  United  Artists, 
Resigns  at  New  Haven 

NEW  HAVEN — John  Pavone,  salesman  for 
United  Artists  here  the  last  few  months,  re- 
signed Monday.  He  formerly  was  Universal 
manager  here  five  years. 


A New  England  Director 

HARTFORD — Paul  P.  Morency,  general 
manager  of  station  WTIC  here,  was  elected  a 
New  England  director  for  two  years  of  the 
National  Ass’n  of  Broadcasters  at  its  annual 
convention  in  Boston,  Mass. 


HARTFORD  — Five  local  neighborhood 
theatres,  upon  which  the  Warner  Bros,  cir- 
cuit will  relinquish  its  lease  July  1,  have  been 
acquired  by  the  Park  St.  Investment  Co.  of 
Hartford,  represented  by  A1  Schuman  and 
Joseph  Dolgin. 

The  theatres  are  the  Lyric,  Lenox,  Rialto, 
Central  and  Colonial.  It  is  expected  that  the 
current  managers  of  these  spots — Thomas, 
Mailer,  Henry  Wittke,  Dean  Barrett,  Hugh 
Campbell  and  Sam  Scheckter,  will  be  made 
substantial  offers  by  the  Park  St.  Investment 
Co.  to  continue  with  current  operations  but 
those  desiring  to  remain  with  the  Warner 
circuit  will  be  reabsorbed  at  other  spots  in 
the  area.  The  Park  St.  Investment  Co.  is 
planning  to  modernize  and  redecorate  the 
properties. 

In  addition,  it  is  expected  that  the  Warner 
circuit  will  negotiate  with  a construction 
firm  for  the  erection  of  three  new  theatres 
here.  Three  definite  sites  about  which  there 
have  been  theatrical  rumors  over  a period 
of  months  are  at  Washington  and  Park 
streets,  Albany  and  Blue  Hills  avenues,  and 
a site  directly  across  the  street  from  the  pres- 
ent Strand  Theatre  on  Main  St. 

Henry  Needles,  Warner  circuit  district  man- 
ager, will  maintain  his  offices  at  the  Ameri- 
can Industrial  Bldg.  here.  Mrs.  Estelle  O'Toole 
is  executive  secretary. 

Paralysis  Funds  Presented 
In  Springfield  Ceremony 

SPRINGFIELD  — Theatres  of  Springfield, 
Chicopee,  Holyoke  and  Westfield  contributed 
$13,000  for  the  March  of  Dimes,  final  reports 
disclose. 

Among  those  attending  the  formal  presen- 
tation of  funds  were  Don  Chambers,  publicity 
director  for  Western  Massachusetts,  Inc.; 
President  Nathan  E.  Goldstein,  Wesmas;  Ed- 
ward Smith,  manager  of  the  local  Pars  mount 
and  city  manager  of  Wesmas;  George  Free- 
man, local  Poli  manager,  and  Charles  Patch, 
manager  of  the  Art. 

Wesmas  contributed  $5,755.95;  Loew’s  Poli, 
$5,807.51;  Capitol,  $1,675.16;  Court  Square,  $1,- 
505.23;  Art,  $580.14;  Garden,  $65;  Bijou, 
$58.74;  Phillips,  Strand,  Jefferson  and  Lib- 
erty, $1,026.22,  and  the  Victory,  Holyoke, 
$2,051.84. 


AT  NEW  HAVEN  EXCHANGE — Tom  Connors,  vice-president  of  20th-Fox  in 
charge  of  distribution,  talks  over  the  30th  anniversary  celebration  with  the  staff 
of  the  Connecticut  exchange.  District  Manager  E.  X.  Callahan  is  on  Connors’  right 
and  Ben  Simon,  branch  manager,  is  on  his  left. 
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\X7innie  Nickerson  of  Affiliated  Theatres  suf- 
fered a fractured  hand  in  an  accident 
. . . A.  J.  Turcotte  of  the  Star  Theatre  in 
News  Market,  N.  H„  was  on  the  Row  . . . 
Members  of  the  Cinema  Club  and  friends 
were  guests  of  United  Artists  at  a screening 
of  “It's  in  the  Bag”  at  the  RKO  exchange, 
followed  by  a buffet  dinner  and  dance  at 
the  Hotel  Statler. 

Mathew  Moriarty,  formerly  with  Universal 
and  now  in  the  service,  was  reported  here  on 
furlough  . . . Mrs.  Evelyn  Murphy  of  Uni- 
versal has  resigned. 

John  Scully,  Universal  district  manager, 
has  been  informed  that  his  son  John  jr.,  who 
was  a prisoner  in  Germany  for  about  two 
years,  escaped  in  the  confusion  during  the 
Russian  advance  and  made  his  way  to  Mos- 
cow. The  youth  is  expected  to  be  flown  back 
to  the  U.S.  soon. 

A press  screening  of  “It’s  a Pleasure”  was 
held  at  the  RKO  screening  room  . . . Morse 
& Rothenberg  have  closed  the  Colonial  . . . 
Sam  Israel  of  the  Capitol  in  Lowell  has 
leased  the  Park  in  Nashua,  N.  H. 

Bernice  Ball,  former  assistant  biller  at 
Universal,  now  in  the  women’s  marine  corps 
at  Camp  LeJeune,  N.  C.,  was  a visitor.  She 
is  in  a quartermaster  division  . . . The  son 
of  Mac  Magoski  of  National  Screen  has  re- 
turned from  Europe  to  Lovell  General  Hos- 
pital at  Fort  Devens.  He  is  expected  home 
soon. 

Bertha  Harris,  business  agent  for  the  ship- 
pers and  inspectors  union  has  resigned.  A 
successor  will  be  announced  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  union  . . . Pat  Rahilly,  formerly 
with  Universal,  was  a visitor  on  Filmrow. 

Jack  Davis,  district  manager  of  Republic, 
has  returned  from  Hollywood  where  he  made 
a study  of  company  methods.  He  was  im- 
pressed with  the  tremendous  growth  of  the 
studio  since  his  last  visit  seven  years  ago 
. . . Mrs.  Jacob  Gordon,  mother  of  Louis 
Gordon  of  the  Lockwood  & Gordon  circuit 
and  mother-in-law  of  Irving  Wallens  of  the 
Pouzzner  circuit,  died  recently.  Services  were 
held  in  Brookline. 

A1  Kane,  district  manager,  and  Eddie  Ruff, 
Paramount  branch  manager,  arranged  a 
screening  of  “Bring  On  the  Girls”  at  the 
Esquire  Theatre,  attended  by  about  300  ex- 
hibitors, the  entire  Paramount  sales  force 
and  Publicist  Arnold  Van  Leer  . . . Tom 
Grady,  booker  for  M-G-M  traveling  out  of 
the  New  York  office,  visited  the  local  ex- 
change the  first  time  in  18  years. 

Irving  and  A1  Cohen,  owners  of  the  Ritz 
in  Lewiston,  Me.,  visited  Filmrow  and  met 
their  brother  Charles,  who  was  home  on  fur- 
lough from  an  army  base  in  Seattle,  where 
he  is  an  MP  sergeant  . . . Booker  Eddie 
Rosenwald  of  Warners  has  been  promoted  to 
assistant  office  manager  in  the  New  York 
exchange.  At  one  time  he  was  conductor  of 
the  orchestra  at  the  Boston. 

Harry  Rosenblatt  of  M-G-M  and  Mrs. 
Rosenblatt  report  their  son,  Lieut.  George 
Rosenblatt  of  Camp  Shelby,  Miss.,  and  his 
WAVE  bride  were  in  on  leaves  . . . The 
Maurice  Tobin  Canteen,  dedicated  to  the 
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governor  at  the  Vernon  Macaulay  Legion 
post,  is  expectvd  to  be  ready  this  month  . . . 
A plaque  has  been  placed  in  the  ping  pong 
room  of  the  post  home  dedicated  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Abraham  Stanzler,  father  of  Joe  and 
Hyer  Stanzler  . . . The  house  committee  of 
the  Macaulay  post  is  looking  for  a sponsor 
for  a new  room  to  be  known  as  the  Rath- 
skeller. 

Columbia  is  supplying  to  schools  in  the  ter- 
ritory a 12-inch  record  on  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member,” demonstrating  on  the  piano  the 
influence  of  Chopin’s  tunes  on  modern  music 
. . . Ed  Pollard,  owner  of  the  Mexico  in 
Mexico,  Me.,  returned  from  Florida  for  the 
opening  of  the  Arcadia  at  Rumford,  Me.  The 
Mexico  was  destroyed  by  fire  recently  and 
Pollard  has  started  plans  for  its  reconstruc- 
tion. Until  it  can  be  opened  again,  Pollard 
is  operating  the  Arcadia. 

A farewell  party  was  given  for  Kingsley 
Aldridge,  Warner  Bros,  sound  engineer,  at 
the  Fox  and  Hounds  Club.  Aldridge  has  left 
for  California  . . . Dominic  Turturro,  mana- 
ger of  the  Elms  Theatre  in  Millbury,  was 
reappointed  a special  policeman  by  the  select- 
men of  the  community  . . . Russ  Ballard,  Tom 
Kelleher  and  Ted  Kislek  are  newcomers  to 
the  Poli  staff. 

Tom  J.  Connors,  20th-Fox  executive,  was 
given  a dinner  in  the  Ritz  Carlton  attended 
by  the  entire  local  sales  force,  District  Man- 
ager E.  X.  Callahan,  Branch  Manager  Moe 
Grassgreen  and  about  50  local  exhibitors  . . . 
A.  M.  Kane,  Paramount  manager  and  local 
salesmen  and  bookers  attended  a regional 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Pierre  in  New  York. 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president,  in  a brief 
talk  pointed  out  that  the  average  length  of 
service  of  the  22  Paramount  field  men  was 
21  years,  and  the  oldest  employe  in  point  of 
service  was  Edward  Bradley,  Boston  salesman 
who  has  been  with  Paramount  for  27  years. 

Lester  Cowan,  producer  of  “Tomorrow  the 
World,”  is  assisting  Phil  Engel,  UA  publicist 
here  on  exploitation  plans  for  that  picture. 
Screenings  will  be  given  for  the  12  presidents 
of  the  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs.  An 
advance  preview  will  be  held  at  the  Esquire 
with  Fredric  March  in  attendance. 


SPRINGFIELD 

■pnsign  W.  Harley  Rudkin,  former  theatre 
editor  of  the  Daily  News,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant  junior  grade  in  the 
merchant  marine.  Rudkin,  who  entered  the 
maritime  service  in  November  1942,  has  been 
to  England,  France,  Italy,  North  Africa  and 
South  America,  and  is  currently  serving  as  a 
purser  and  pharmacist’s  mate  aboard  a 
merchant  ship  in  Atlantic  waters. 

A mortgage  of  §200,000  on  the  Court  Square 
Theatre  Bldg,  has  been  given  to  the  Boston 
Savings  Bank  by  Gilmore  Associates  . . . 
Victor  Jory  was  in  town  for  “Bill  Comes 
Back”  at  the  Court  Square. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Louise  K.  Wilde,  formerly 
on  staff  of  the  Springfield  Union  and  now 
public  relations  director  for  the  WAVES,  is 
given  credit  for  a major  share  of  the  tech- 
nical advice  in  the  film,  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES,”  which  ran  three  weeks  at  the  Para- 
mount. Manager  Ed  Smith  landed  a feature 
story  on  this  angle  in  the  local  press. 

Mrs.  Paul  Robeson,  wife  of  the  singer  and 
actor,  spoke  before  the  Springfield  League 
of  Women  Voters  on  behalf  of  the  “Spring- 
field  Plan,”  theme  of  WB  film  being  made 
here. 

Sam  Horwitz,  assistant  manager,  Loew’s 
Poli  here,  has  become  engaged  to  be  mar- 
ried to  Estelle  Calegman,  assistant  manager, 
Bijou,  New  Haven. 


WORCESTER 


\7al  Nozzolillo,  younger  brother  of  Joe 
Nozzolillo  of  the  Plymouth,  captured  first 
prize  in  a recent  amateur  night  contest  at 
that  theatre,  playing  the  drums  just  like  Joe 
. . . Dick  Desautel  succeeded  Larry  Guerin  as 
assistant  manager  of  the  Plymouth  . . . 
Frank  Dubinsky  booked  the  opera,  “Aida”  for 
the  Auditorium  March  23. 

Harold  H.  Maloney,  manager  of  the  Poli, 
and  Robert  Portle,  manager  of  the  Elm  Street, 
were  in  New  Haven  for  a district  meeting  of 
Loew-Poli  managers  . . . Milt  Britton’s  com- 
edy band,  which  has  been  in  films,  opened 
at  Ye  Olde  Tavern  in  West  Brookfield. 

Mrs.  Howard  S.  Shepard,  president  of  the 
Better  Films  Council,  announces  approval  of 
“Music  for  Millions”  and  “The  Sullivans”  for 
the  family;  “The  Master  Race”  and  “The 
Merry  Monahans”  for  mature-family  audi- 
ences, and  “Blonde  Fever”  and  “Hangover 
Square”  for  adults  only  . . . Dorothy  Guerard 
is  the  new  cashier  at  the  Plymouth. 

Three  Worcesterites,  Bill  Hebert,  publicity 
chief  for  the  Frank  Ross  Productions; 
Georgia  Gibbs,  the  singer,  and  Allan  Meltzer, 
film  publicist,  recently  had  a reunion  in  Hol- 
lywood . . . Stan  Kenton,  the  orchestra  leader, 
was  in  town  . . . Lido,  night  club  well  known 
to  the  theatrical  fraternity,  was  damaged 
considerably  in  a spectacular  early-morning 
fire. 

Manager  Bob  Portle  reports  Nishan  Hago- 
pian,  Robert  Latham,  John  Gough,  Hagop 
Shamoian  and  Gasper  Oliveri  are  recent  ad- 
ditions to  the  Elm  Street’s  staff  . . . The 
Capitol  will  attempt  to  overcome  the  Holy 
week  lull  by  rebooking  “Going  My  Way,”  an 
unusual  procedure  for  this  house. 

Ralph  Eaton,  manager  of  the  Plymouth,’ 
reports  Sam  Wasserman  has  booked  two 
legitimate  shows  into  the  house — Ruth  Gor- 
don’s “Over  21”  on  April  5,  and  “A  Doll’s 
House,”  with  H.  B.  Warner  on  May  10  . . . 
Cpl.  Roger  P.  Kavanaugh,  20,  son  of  Roger 
P.  Kavanaugh  of  the  Poli  and  himself  for- 
merly employed  in  theatres  here,  was  wound- 
ed slightly  in  Luxembourg  February  3,  the 
war  department  has  advised  the  father. 

A crowd  of  3,200  heard  Sigmund  Romberg 
and  orchestra  in  a concert  at  the  Auditorium 
. . . Only  the  night  clubs  in  the  suburbs  are 
feeling  the  effects  of  the  midnight  curfew. 
Film  houses  say  they’re  virtually  untouched 
. . . Mary  Sweeney  has  resigned  as  cashier 
at  the  Plymouth. 

A survey  of  the  city’s  theatres  shows  the 
total  seating  capacity  at  present  is  17,854,  a 
loss  of  about  a thousand  seats  in  ten  years. 
In  that  time,  the  Worcester,  Majestic  and 
Plaza,  have  been  razed  and  the  Park  and 
Greendale  have  been  built.  The  capacity  of 
the  12  houses  now  is:  Capitol,  1,879;  Elm 
Street,  2,400;  Family,  820;  Greendale,  750; 
Olympia,  1,107;  Park,  750;  Plymouth,  2,541; 
Foli,  3,300;  Regent,  917;  Rialto,  1,250;  Royal, 
750,  and  Warner,  1,290. 


Clear  Way  to  Mascoli 

WATERBURY — The  zoning  board  has 
granted  Nick  Mascoli’s  petition  to  rezone  half 
his  future  theatre  site,  which  was  still  classi- 
fied “residential,”  and  now  that  he  has  the 
go-ahead,  Mascoli  states  he  will  build  a 
1,000-seater  as  soon  as  sufficient  building  ma- 
terials are  released. 


Stan  Redmond  to  Norwalk 

HARTFORD — Stanley  Redmond,  former 
manager  of  the  Allyn  here,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  helm  of  the  Norwalk  Theatre, 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  following  the  army  induc- 
tion of  the  previous  manager. 
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O'Shea  Admits  He's 
A Good  Bricklayer 

BOSTON — Michael  O’Shea,  star  of  “It’s  a 
Pleasure”  here  in  connection  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  picture,  told  interviewers  that  “as 
a film  star  he’s  a good  bricklayer.”  His  un- 
assuming ways  won  friends  and  excellent 
space  in  the  papers. 

He  explained  that  he  learned  to  lay  bricks 
at  Hartford,  his  home  town,  when  he  worked 
there  for  his  contractor  uncle.  Years  later, 
he  related,  he  was  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  with  his 
wife,  son  and  daughter,  when  the  show  he 
was  playing  in  was  stranded.  O’Shea  forth- 
with sold  his  wardrobe  and  bought  a trowel 
and  laid  bricks  at  $1  an  hour  for  four  weeks. 
“It  got  me  enough  money  to  get  the  family 
back  to  Hartford  again,”  he  said.  “Since  then 
they  haven’t  traveled  on  shows  with  me.” 

O’Shea  said  that  when  he  was  asked  to 
star  with  Sonja  Henie  in  “It’s  a Pleasure,” 
he  couldn’t  skate,  so  he  spent  48  hours  learn- 
ing under  Henie’s  own  tutor. 

He  said  he  worked  as  a bellboy  at  the  Hotel 
Ambassador  in  New  York  and  that  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Vanderbilt  used  to  ask  for  him  as  her  special 
bellboy.  After  his  first  hit  in  Hollywood  he 
came  to  New  York  and  stayed  at  the  Ambas- 
sador but  the  hotel  rooms  seemed  a lot 
smaller  than  they  had  in  his  bellboy  days 
and  he  was  a little  disappointed. 


A Broadcast  on  the  Plan 

SPRINGFIELD— Public  school  officials,  at 
the  request  of  OWI,  are  preparing  a 15-minute 
radio  broadcast  on  the  “Springfield  Plan”  for 
shortwave  transmission  to  civilian  audiences 
in  Europe,  Africa  and  the  Far  East.  “The 
Springfield  Plan”  is  the  basis  of  a motion 
picture  being  filmed  in  Springfield  by  Warner 
Bros,  studio. 


Goldstein  to  YMCA  Board 

SPRINGFIELD  — Nathan  E.  Goldstein, 
president  of  Western  Massachusetts  Thea- 
tres, has  been  elected  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  YMCA. 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 

arren  Nichols,  proprietor  of  the  fire-swept 
" Gem  in  Peterborough,  has  leased  the 
Town  Hall  there  for  film  shows  on  Saturdays, 
Sundays  and  Wednesdays,  with  changes  for 
each  day. 

The  State  Planning  and  Development  Com- 
mission revealed  that  its  winter  recreation 
advertising  in  metropolitan  newspapers  and 
two  skiing  magazines,  brought  1,483  in- 
quiries. 

The  Strand  in  Manchester  ran  this  ad  in 
local  newspapers:  “Warning!  So  that  all  may 
enjoy  its  terrific  surprise  climax  no  one  will 
be  seated  during  the  last  five  minutes  of  ‘The 
Woman  in  the  Window,’  starring  Edward  G. 
Aobinson  and  Joan  Bennett.” 

Representatives  of  several  New  Hampshire 
radio  stations  attended  a legislative  hearing- 
in  Concord  to  protest  against  a senate  bill 
which  would  require  newspapers  and  radio 
stations  to  charge  not  more  than  regular  com- 
mercial rates  for  political  advertising  and  re- 
quire them  to  file  their  commercial  rates  with 
the  secretary  of  state  each  year. 

A recreational  center  for  teen-age  boys 
and  girls  is  being  planned  in  Hillsborough. 

John  Kelly,  47  years  old,  said  to  have  been 
a former  stage  manager  for  Earl  Carroll’s 
“Vanities,”  perished  in  a fire  which  recently 
swept  the  Strand  Hotel  in  Winchester,  where 
he  was  employed. 


N.  ENGLAND  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


In  association  with  his 
brothers,  20  years  ago 
Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman  en- 
tered the  exhibiting 
field  as  operator  of 
the  Dixwell  and  Law- 
rence theatres,  New 
Haven.  Today,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  two 
houses,  seating  1,060 
and  710,  respectively, 
Dr.  Fishman  runs  the 
1,202 -seat  Community 
Theatre  in  Fairfield, 
the  1, 164-seat  Howard,  New  Haven,  and  the 
1,050-seat  Rivoli,  West  Haven.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  Allied  of  Connecticut.  Jack,  as  his 
friends  know  him,  is  a member  of  Probus  and 
is  assistant  professor  of  physical  chemistry 
at  the  Yale  School  of  Medicine. 


For  more  than  a quar- 
ter century  Harold 
Tabackman  of  Con- 
necticut has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry. 
His  initial  enterprise 
was  the  Royal  in 
Chicopee  Falls,  Mass. 
His  next  move  was  to 
Connecticut,  where  he 
opened  the  Plaza  in 
East  Hartford,  the 
Rivoli  in  West  Haven, 
and  the  Apollo  in  New  Haven.  He  has  been 
at  the  Bostwick,  a 524-seat  house  in  Bridge- 
port, for  the  past  eight  years.  Tabackman 
also  manages  Cavco,  an  organization  handling 
automatic  candy  vendors.  He  is  a member  of 
Allied,  the  Masons  and  Grotto. 


Morris  Hadelman  of 

Shelton,  Conn.,  began 
his  exhibitor’s  career 
March  4,  1913,  at  the 
DeWitt  Theatre,  New 
Haven.  The  house  is 
now  out  of  existence. 

Hadelman  also  oper- 
ated the  Cameo,  West 
Haven,  but  subse- 
quently  relinquished 
his  interest  in  the 
house.  For  the  past  18 
years  he  has  operated 
the  Shelton,  a 495-seater.  In  addition  he  as- 
sists his  son  in  the  management  of  two 
Bridgeport  houses,  the  Capitol  and  Colonial. 
A former  contributor  to  Harrison’s  Reports, 
he  now  writes  poetry,  is  a member  of  Kiwanis 
and  Zionist  organizations. 

Taking  over  the  candy 
concession  in  his  fath- 
er’s Waltham,  Rex  and 
Park  theatres  at  Wal- 
tham in  1917,  W.  Leslie 
Bendslev  was  well 
schooled  in  the  indus- 
try. While  attending 
school,  he  aided  his 
father  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Community 
Playhouse  in  1923,  and 
in  1930  took  over  the 
management  of  the 
Natick.  Since  1931  Bendslev  has  been  operat- 
ing the  Community  at  Wellesley  Hills,  Mass. 
Chairman  of  United  War  Fund  and  Red  Cross 
War  Fund  drives,  he  is  also  director  of  the 
community  council,  as  well  as  treasurer  of  the 
Independent  Exhibitors  of  New  England. 

Grasping  opportunity 
when  it  appeared,  John 
Rundell  of  Montpelier, 

Vt„  rose  from  an  usher 
in  1921  to  management 
of  the  theatre  within 
two  years.  Since  1923 
he  has  operated  houses 
in  New  England  and 
today  is  head  of  the 
Kaufman  and  the 
Paramount  in  Mont- 
pelier. A long-time 
member  of  the  board 

of  education  of  Montpelier,  he  is  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  presiding 
in  1941.  A member  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Operators’  Ass’n,  he  is  also  vice-president  of 
Montpelier  Rotary.  Rundell  operates  a 600- 
acre  farm  as  well  as  two  theatres. 


John  B.  Fames  of  Lit- 
tleton, N.  H.,  has  been 
in  the  industry  30 
years,  starting  with 
the  Park  Theatre, 

Barre,  Vt.,  in  the  days 
of  “Birth  of  a Nation.” 

He  moved  to  Littleton 
in  1925  and  now  oper- 
ates the  Premier  The- 
atre there,  in  addition 
to  the  Jax,  Colebrook, 
and  the  Colonial, 

Bethlehem.  Former 
state  senator  and  member  of  the  governor’s 
council,  he  is  town  moderator  of  Littleton. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masons,  is  interested 
in  sports  of  all  kinds  in  the  White  Mountain 
section  of  New  Hampshire.  He  is  unaffiliated 
with  any  exhibitor  organizations. 

Opening  his  first  the- 
atre in  partnership 
with  the  local  druggist, 
was  J.  Sherman  Hoar’s 
beginning  in  the  in- 
dustry, some  years  ago. 
This  house,  established 
in  Rangeley,  Me.,  con- 
sisted of  a booth  and 
two  Edison  exhibition 
model  wooden  front 
machines,  which  he 
personally  operated. 
Never  losing  his  inter- 
est in  the  business,  he  has  consistently  striven 
for  new  achievements  and  today  is  owner 
of  the  Lakeside  in  Rangeley,  the  Riverside  in 
Kingfield,  and  the  Strand  in  Phillips.  For- 
merly town  clerk,  Hoar  is  sealer  of  weights 
and  measures,  and  justice  of  the  peace. 


After  seeing  his  first 
motion  picture  in  1907, 

William  E.  McPhee  of 
Bangor,  Me.,  decided 
the  business  had  a 
great  future  and  so  in- 
vested in  a theatre  in 
Skowhegan  called  the 
Happy  Hour.  Later  he 
established  a house  in 
Bristol,  Conn.  In  his 
early  days  of  exhibit- 
ing, McPhee  not  only 
managed  theatres  but 
sang  illustrated  songs  and  was  known  as 
“Billy  Mack,  the  Schoolboy  Tenor.”  In  addi- 
tion to  his  present  theatre,  the  Strand,  he  is 
a partner  with  the  M&P  Theatres  at  Bangor. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masons  and  is  inter- 
ested in  civic  affairs. 
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NEW  HAVEN 


Thomas  Grasso,  new  owner  of  the  New 
Colony  at  Sound  View,  is  busy  renovating 
the  summer  house  and  shopping  for  seats, 
sound  equipment,  carpets  and  a paint  job. 
Meantime,  he  has  signed  with  Amalgamated 
Theatres  of  New  Haven,  booking  and  buying 
service. 

James  Dunn  and  Betty  Smith  of  “A  Tree 
Grows  in  Brooklyn”  visited  at  20th-Fox  while 
here  for  a press  dinner,  and  autographed 
photos  for  the  staff.  The  authoress  of  the 
best  seller  went  to  Yale  drama  school  in 
1934,  working  under  Dr.  William  Prichard 
Eaton.  Her  daughter  is  now  living  here,  while 
her  son-in-law,  Walter  Carroll,  attends  the 
drama  school. 

Exhibitors  met  at  the  Hofbrau  Haus  again 
(6)  to  discuss  current  industry  legislation  in 
the  assembly  at  Hartford.  This  Friday  (16) 
the  Columbia  staff  was  to  drink  a toast  and 
cut  a birthday  cake  for  Abe  Montague,  in 
honor  of  the  opening  of  the  Montague  20th 
anniversary  campaign.  Tim  O’Toole,  local 
Columbia  manager,  points  out  Montague  was 
a successful  exhibitor  in  East  Boston  long 
before  he  became  a sales  manager. 

Ben  Goldman  of  the  WB  New  York  office 
was  in  briefly  . . . The  freight  embargo  in  the 
Pittsburgh  area  is  making  it  tough  for  prem- 
ium deliveries  . . . The  local  exchanges  have 
announced  the  new  checking  system  as  of 
April  1 . . . Twenty-one  friends  gave  the 
Harry  Shaws  a surprise  party  at  Waverly 
Inn  in  honor  of  their  21st  wedding  anni- 
versary ...  It  will  be  Nate  and  Rhea  Rubin 
after  March  25  when  the  former  Bridgeport 
Lyric  manager,  now  in  the  air  force,  becomes 
a benedict. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman  is  keeping  up  his  dual 
duties  as  circuit  general  manager  and  re- 
search assistant  professor  at  Yale,  in  spite  of 
a knee  injured  during  the  last  snowstorm  . . . 
Junior  Bonoff,  son  of  Leo  Bonoff,  Saybrook 
and  Madison  exhibitor,  enrolled  at  Brown 
University  . . . Sam  Shubouf,  manager  at  the 
College,  used  a little  cutie  from  the  theatre 
staff  to  dress  as  Margaret  O’Brien  and  street 
ballyhoo  on  “Music  for  Millions. 


NEW  BRITAIN 


The  return  run  of  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls” 
at  regular  prices  at  Randy  Mailer’s  Strand 
had  patrons  on  the  sidewalks  in  block-long 
lines  . . . Capt.  Steve  Perakos,  son  of  Peter 
Perakos  of  the  Q&P  circuit,  writes  from  Iwo 
Jima.  Perakos  has  five  sons  in  the  service. 

Pat  McMahon,  State,  revived  “The  Young 
in  Heart”  with  Janet  Gaynor  with  good  re- 
turns . . . Manager  Jack  Sanson,  State,  Man- 
chester, is  theatre  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross 
drive  there  . . . A1  Montefalco,  ex-manager 
of  the  Roxy  here  and  now  publicity  director 
for  the  Mahan  circuit  in  Waterbury,  has  set 
a series  of  radio  programs  which  feature  the 
Tower,  Plaza  and  Carroll  theatres  . . . J. 
Roger  Mahan  reports  he  plans  to  install  750 
new  seat  cushions  at  the  Carroll. 

Cpl.  Irving  Hillman,  former  manager  of 
the  Capitol,  Danbury,  is  in  Belgium  now  . . . 
Ed  Mascoli,  former  assistant  at  the  Cameo, 
Waterbury,  is  with  the  navy  in  the  Luzon 
area. 

Joseph  Borenstein,  manager  of  the  Em- 
bassy, has  a fine  collection  of  photos  of  son 
Donald,  age  two  . . . The  Adolph  Johnson-Al 
Poulton  Casino  at  Sound  View  has  changed 
hands,  and  plans  for  redecoration  and  sum- 
mer business  are  under  way  already. 


Five  Boston  Bills  Run 
A Dead  Heat  at  130 

BOSTON — With  spring  just  around  the 
corner,  theatre  business  here  was  good.  “Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis”  was  held  over  again  at 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum.  “For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls”  grossed  well  at  the  Metropolitan 
but  couldn’t  compare  with  the  business  of 
the  previous  week  with  “To  Have  and  Have 
Not.”  “Thunderhead”  opened  at  the  Keith 
Memorial,  doing  great  business  and  getting 
rave  notices  in  the  Boston  papers.  “Three 
Caballeros”  at  the  Majestic  tapered  off  in  its 
third  week. 


(Average  is  100) 

Boston — Here  Comes  the  Co-Eds  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  120 

Exeter — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 

Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox)  120 

Fenway — Same  as  Paramount 130 

Majestic — Three  Caballeros  (RKO),  3rd  wk 115 

Memorial — Thunderhead,  Son  ol  Flicka  (20th-Fox); 

Hi  Beautiful  (Univ)  130 

Metropolitan — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 125 

Orpheum — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 130 

Paramount — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  3rd 

wk..  Jade  Mask  (Mono)  130 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  130 


New  Haven  Business  Only  Fair 
With  Three  Holdovers  on  Screens 

NEW  HAVEN — Business  was  only  fair  last 
week,  what  with  three  holdovers.  An  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  helped  some.  The  second 
week  of  "Music  for  Millions”  was  excellent  for 
a holdover.  “Hangover  Square”  and  “Blonde 
Fever”  edged  slightly  over  average  at  the  Poli 
and  moved  to  the  College  for  a second  week. 
“Here  Come  the  Co-Eds,”  dualed  with  “Mum- 
my’s Curse”  at  the  Paramount,  made  a good 
showing. 


Bijou — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox) 

Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (Rep),  2nd  wk 90 

College — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 118 

Lcew's  Poli — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox);  Blonde 

Fever  (M-G-M)  103 

Paramount — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ);  The 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  120 

Roger  Sherman — Objective,  Burma!  (WB), 

2nd  wk 90 


"Tree"  Draws  Top  Hartford  Honors 
While  "Song"  Follows  in  Second 

HARTFORD — The  third  and  second-week 
holdovers  at  the  Regal  and  Palace  drew  good 
business  but  top  boxoffice  honors  went  to  “A 
Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn.”  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member” opened  big  at  E.  M.  Loew’s. 


Allyn — Practically  Yours  (Para);  Double  Exposure 


(Para)  140 

E.  M.  Loew's — A Song  to  Remember  (Col) 170 

Palace — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 

Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 150 

Pcli — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox) 180 

Regal — Objective,  Burma!  (WB),  3rd  wk 130 

State — Machine  Gun  Mama  (PRC),  plus  Henny 

Youngman  band  and  Joan  Brooks  on  stage 100 

Strand — Roughly  Speaking  (WB),  Her  Lucky 
Night  (Univ)  135 


HARTFORD 


IXIalter  Lloyd  has  been  a one-man  army  at 
the  Allyn  and  serving  as  manager,  as- 
sistant manager,  bookkeeper,  etc  . . . Alice 
Sicily  of  Daly  circuit  headquarters,  has  re- 
signed to  go  to  Kentucky  to  be  near  her 
husband,  now  stationed  there  after  three 
years  in  the  army  in  the  South  Pacific  . . . 
Manager  Lou  Cohen,  Poli,  has  erected  a per- 
manent new  lobby  display  in  maroon  and 
gold. 


Birthdays:  Jim  Cotoia,  Rivoli  manager; 
Angie  Corrado,  assistant  Poli  manager  . . . 
Topnotch  publicity  breaks  were  scored  by 
George  Landers,  E.  M.  Loew’s,  by  his  “Search 
for  Talent”  contest  on  “A  Song  to  Remem- 
ber” . . . Community  Sings  are  clicking  at 
Dean  Barret’s  Rialto. 

Ted  Tuttle,  who  injured  his  right  arm  in  a 
20-foot  fall  from  his  office  window,  expected 
to  be  back  at  work  this  week. 

“Practically  Yours”  opened  to  standing 
room  at  the  Allyn  . . . Frank  Ramsey,  former 
manager  of  the  Lenox  who  is  vacationing  in 
Hollywood,  writes  his  brother  Bill  is  now 
working  at  Columbia  studio  and  brother  Barry 
is  director  of  a Little  Theatre  group  there 
. . . Victor  Morrelli  of  the  Bristol  Theatre 
is  now  at  home  after  a six-week  bout  with 
pneumonia  at  Bristol  Hospital. 

Frank  Jagielsky  is  the  new  Allyn  doorman 
. . . Military  personnel  were  signed  up  to 
speak  at  every  performance  of  main  stem 
theatres  during  the  Red  Cross  drive. 


BRIDGEPORT 


■pred  Percy,  former  student  assistant  at  the 
Globe,  is  home  on  furlough  after  seeing 
plenty  of  action  in  France  . . . Manager  Matt 
L.  Saunders  of  Loew’s  Poli  opened  his  Red 
Cross  drive  with  a gala  stage  show  produced 
by  the  Bridgeport  war  council  talent  unit  . . . 
Mrs.  Ida  Shaw  and  Mrs.  Anita  Rose  were  in 
New  Haven  as  the  guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  F.  Shaw. 

Manager  Joseph  Plaveck  of  the  Hippodrome 
celebrated  a birthday  with  a family  gather- 
ing, the  feature  of  which  was  a handsome 
birthday  cake  provided  by  his  mother  . . . 
Ruth  Gordon  in  “Over  21”  has  been  booked 
into  the  Lyric  for  April  9-10.  “Kiss  and  Tell” 
will  play  the  same  house  on  April  13-14  . . . 
The  men  and  women’s  rest  rooms  at  the 
American  have  been  fully  tiled  in  an  effort  to 
overcome  wall  markings. 


Dog  Race  Betting  Bill 
Killed  by  N.  H.  Vote 

CONCORD,  N.  H. — A legislative  bill  to  legal- 
ize pari-mutuel  greyhound  racing  has  been 
doomed  by  a 14  to  2 vote  of  the  house  ways 
and  means  committee  against  the  measure. 

This  action  was  directly  opposite  the  com- 
mittee’s stand  taken  a week  previously  on  the 
question  of  extending  the  horse  racing  fran- 
chise another  five  years.  Strong  opposition  to 
racing  gambling  was  voiced  at  both  hearings. 

At  the  hearing  on  dog  racing,  more  than 
a dozen  persons,  including  clergymen,  as- 
sailed the  greyhound  track  plan  on  moral,  fi- 
nancial and  social  grounds. 

In  support  of  the  plan,  Frederick  A.  Tilton 
of  Laconia,  counsel  for  the  dog  track  interests, 
declared:  “We  submit  that  dog  racing  is  as 
clean,  if  not  cleaner,  than  horse  racing. 
Among  other  things,  there  is  no  jockey  to 
contend  with.” 


Lieut.  Humphrey  Doulens  is  back  in  this 
country  after  a tour  of  duty  in  the  Paris  area 
. . . More  than  200  replies  were  received  for  a 
“pigtail”  contest  conducted  by  Robert  Carney 
and  Ralph  Stitt  in  connection  with  “A  Tree 
Grows  in  Brooklyn”  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  . . . 
Elsie  Frakas,  secretary  to  Manager  A1  Do- 
mian  of  the  Globe  recently  was  married  to 
Cpl.  Joseph  Sediak  ...  It  was  Molly  Rosen- 
thal who  sold  that  lucky  war  bond  ticket  to 
the  cashier  at  the  Poli  in  New  Haven. 

The  walls,  ceilings  and  trims  of  the  local 
Loew  theatres  are  to  undergo  an  enliving 
process  . . . Cpl.  Nathan  “Sonny”  Greenberg, 
former  manager  of  the  Park  City,  is  now  in 
Belgium  . . . Carey  Cronan,  former  film  editor 
of  the  Sunday  Herald,  has  been  promoted 
from  corporal  to  sergeant.  He  is  doing  pub- 
lic relations  work  with  the  army  in  Belgium 
. . . Mrs.  Albert  E.  Shea  deserted  her  boxoffice 
long  enough  to  make  a trip  to  New  York  City 
to  see  “Song  of  Norway.” 
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Cozy  al  Clarendon 
Burned  lo  Ground 

CLARENDON,  TEX.  — The  Cozy  Theatre 
burned  to  the  ground  late  Wednesday  night 
last  week.  It  had  been  operated  on  Saturdays 
only  and  no  one  had  been  inside  for  four 
days  before  the  fire. 

The  fire  is  believed  to  have  started  at  the 
rear  close  to  the  roof  as  smoke  and  flames 
were  high  in  that  area  before  firemen  came. 
The  loss  is  covered  by  insurance. 

The  Cozy  was  built  by  the  late  Homer  Mul- 
key  many  years  ago  as  a B house.  Mulkey’s 
main  operation  was  the  Pastime.  The  local 
theatres  are  operated  by  Lee  Bell  for  the 
Mulkey  estate.  Mrs.  Mulkey  still  lives  here 
and  lends  a helping  hand  at  the  theatres 
when  necessary. 


DALLAS — Lee  Bell,  manager  of  the  two 
Mulkey  theatres  at  Clarendon,  was  here  early 
Monday  to  go  over  steps  to  be  taken  for  build- 
ing a new  Cozy  Theatre.  He  retained  a local 
theatre  architect  and  conferred  with  local 
WPB  authorities.  Bell  said  he  was  encour- 
aged. 

Caldwell,  Tex.,  Will  Have 
A New  Matson  House 

CALDWELL,  TEX.— Mrs.  C.  W.  Matson  will 
build  a new  theatre  here  as  soon  as  materials 
are  made  available.  She  purchased  lots  next 
to  the  post  office  before  the  war.  Seating  ca- 
pacity of  the  new  building  will  be  much  larger 
than  that  of  the  present  Matsonian  Theatre. 

The  Matsons  were  among  the  early-day  the- 
atre operators  in  Texas.  They  own  and  oper- 
ate four  theatres  in  central  Texas — the  Dixie 
at  Rockdale,  Dixie  at  Giddings,  Majestic  at 
Somerville  and  Matsonian  in  Caldwell.  Mrs. 
Matson  has  been  doing  the  buying  and  book- 
ing for  years  while  her  husband  looks  after 
mechanical  maintenance  and  general  opera- 
tion of  the  houses. 

Akers  and  Osborne  Head 
Oklahoma  Bond  Drive 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Seventh  War  Loan 
leaders  named  for  Oklahoma  follow: 

C.  B.  Akers  of  Griffiths  Theatres,  exhibi- 
tor chairman;  Marion  Osborne,  20th-Fox 
manager;  distributor  chairman;  Robert  Busch, 
Uptown  Theatre,  public  relations  chairman. 

Osborne  gave  a luncheon  at  Variety  Club 
for  Akers  and  all  local  branch  managers,  at 
which  plans  for  the  campaign  were  discussed. 
A meeting  of  film  salesmen  was  called  for 
March  19. 

Wife  of  Texas  Owner 
Dies  After  Operation 

DALLAS — Mrs.  H.  S.  Cole,  wife  of  the 
owner  and  operator  of  three  theatres  in 
Bonham,  died  in  a local  hospital  here  after 
an  emergency  operation  complicated  by  pneu- 
monia. Major  Cole  was  with  her  for  the  last 
several  days.  Burial  was  held  in  Bonham. 

Col.  H.  S.  Cole,  brother  of  the  major,  ac- 
companied the  body  to  Bonham  and  remained 
to  look  after  the  theatres. 

L.  C.  Dennis  Purchases 
The  Pix  in  Fort  Worth 

DALLAS — L.  C.  Dennis,  who  operates  the 
Rio  in  Gainesville  and  several  other  small 
situations,  has  purchased  the  Pix  Theatre  in 
Fort  Worth  from  Roy  Milligan,  who  opened 
the  house  a year  ago.  It  was  advertised  in 
newspapers  for  $10,000.  Dennis  moved  W.  G. 
Horton  up  from  the  Rio  -in  Bishop  to  man- 
age the  Pix. 


Correction  and  Apologies 
On  Nat  Williams'  Story 

In  connection  with  a biographical  sketch  of 
Nat  Williams,  circuit  exhibitor  of  Thomas- 
ville,  Ga.,  which  appeared  in  the  Southern 
edition  of  this  publica- 
tion on  February  24, 
along  with  stories  of 
other  20-Year  Show- 
men of  the  south, 
BOXOFFICE  apoloi- 
gizes  and  hastens  to 
makes  amends  for  an 
inadvertent  error  in 
transcription. 

In  preparing  mate- 
rial for  the  series  of 
20-Year  Showmen,  a 
questionnaire  was  sent 
out,  in  one  part  of 
which  the  subject  is 
queried  concerning  his  start  in  this  industry. 
On  Mr.  Williams’  questionnaire,  this  was  an- 
swered to  the  general  effect  that  he  had 
started  in  1921,  and  there  followed  some  data 
concerning  “a  penniless  immigrant  who  came 
to  America  as  the  land  of  opportunity.” 

This  latter  data  referred  to  the  man  from 
whom  Mr.  Williams  purchased  his  first  the- 
atre, and  in  no  wise  to  Mr.  Williams,  as  it 
was  made  to  appear  after  the  erroneous 
transcription. 

BOXOFFICE  again  extends  its  sincerest 
apologies  to  this  sterling  southerner,  who  has 
been  honored  by  being  named  president  of  the 
SETOA;  who  is  past  president  of  Rotary  in 
his  home  town  of  Thomasville;  trustee  and 
finance  chairman  of  Archbold  Memorial  Hos- 
pital; a member  of  other  trade  and  civic 
bodies  and  an  indefatigable  worker  in  the 
industry’s  War  Activities  Committee. 


Third  Concert  at  Ellis 

MEMPHIS — The  third  concert  of  the  sea- 
son was  presented  by  Memphis  Symphony 
Orchestra  at  Ellis  Auditorium  Thursday  (13). 
Edward  Kane,  American  tenor,  was  soloist. 


Decatur,  Tex.,  House  Redecorated 

DECATUR,  TEX.— H.  S.  Usry,  owner  and 
operator  of  the  Majestic  for  the  past  12  years, 
recently  completed  repainting  the  house  in- 
side and  out.  Usry  bought  a brick  building 
last  year  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  square 
which  he  plans  to  rebuild  into  a modern 
theatre  when  the  war  is  over. 


Clifford  Porter  Quits 
Jefferson  Circuil 

DALLAS — Clifford  C.  Porter,  vice-president 
of  the  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  in  charge 
of  operations  with  headquarters  in  Beau- 
mont, is  no  longer  with  the  company.  S.  L. 
Oakley,  vice-president  in  charge  of  buying 
and  booking  with  headquarters  in  Dallas,  left 
for  Beaumont  to  take  over  operations  tem- 
porarily. Porter’s  successor  is  not  yet  known. 
Julius  Gordon,  president  of  the  circuit,  is  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy  air  corps. 

Porter  has  been  in  show  business  25  years, 
starting  with  Ross  Dixon  at  the  Palace  in 
Colorado  City.  He  joined  Jefferson  at  Lufkin 
17  years  ago  and  advanced  steadily  to  his 
important  post.  Porter’s  immediate  plans 
were  undisclosed. 

McSwain  Theatre  at  Ada, 
Okla.,  Damaged  by  Fire 

ADA,  OKLA. — Ada’s  leading  theatre,  the 
McSwain,  was  damaged  by  a fire  believed 
to  have  been  started  by  lightning.  The  fire 
was  discovered  at  2:30  a.  m.  Sunday  (11)  com- 
ing from  inside  the  back  of  the  theatre,  and 
was  extinguished  before  it  spread  into  the 
auditorium.  Damage  was  confined  to  the 
loft,  stage,  and  scorched  seats  in  the  balcony. 

J.  C.  Keller  Jr.  Home  After 
Many  Months  Overseas 

EUNICE,  LA. — J.  C.  Keller  jr.,  navy  cox- 
swain and  son  of  the  operator  of  the  Liberty 
and  Queen  theatres  here,  recently  spent  his 
furlough  at  home  after  17  months'  overseas 
duty  in  the  South  Pacific.  J.  C.  jr.  plans  to 
enter  the  motion  picture  business  after  the 
war. 


Martin  Theatres  Buy 

COLUMBUS,  GA.— Purchase  of  the  Need- 
ham Bldg,  here  for  $100,000  by  Martin  The- 
atres, Inc.,  gives  the  company  control  of  a 
total  frontage  of  75  feet  on  Broadway  and 
150  feet  on  First  Ave.  The  partnership  in- 
cludes Roy  Martin  sr„  Roy  Martin  jr.,  and 
E.  D.  Martin.  The  purchase  terminates  a 
lease  signed  with  the  late  Mrs.  Nellie  D. 
Needham  last  summer. 


AIR  CORPS  COOPERATES — Officers  of  the  Fourth  Ferrying  Group  confer 
with  officials  of  Loew’s  Palace  Theatre  and  20th-Fox  at  Memphis  prior  to  the 
showing  of  “Winged  Victory.”  Left  to  right — Tom  Young,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager; Cecil  Vogel,  manager  of  Loew’s  Palace;  Lieut.  Col.  Wayne  K.  Richardson; 
Lieut.  William  Merritt  and  Jimmie  Gillespie,  20th-Fox  exploitation  man. 
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James  Scott  has  succeeded  Stuart  Moore,  re- 
signed, as  house  manager  of  the  Fox  Thea- 
tre, announced  by  T.  H.  Read,  city  manager 
of  Georgia  Theatres.  Scott  formerly  was 
treasurer  of  the  Fox.  He  was  recently  re- 
leased after  two  years  military  service. 

Snazziest  dresser  on  Filmrow  is  O’Hara 
Trent  Fox,  head  of  the  art  department  of 
Georgia  Theatres  . . . Lionel  H.  Keene  has 
purchased  the  building  occupied  by  the 
Emory  Theatre  and  now  is  sole  owner  of 
both  . . . Eddie  Bonns,  the  old  maestro  of 
publicity  for  United  Artists,  was  out  with  a 
cane  after  a month’s  illness. 

A swell  gesture  was  the  party  given  by 
Juddie  Johnson  of  the  Paradise  room  for 
members  of  the  Marquee  Club  of  film  and 
newspapermen  and  their  wives. 

RKO  representatives  here  for  their  second 
Ned  Depinet  sales  drive  for  1945:  Bob  Folliard, 
drive  captain;  Harry  Nichalson,  short  sub- 
jects sales  manager,  and  Fred  Drumm,  assis- 
tant to  Bob  Mochrie  of  the  eastern  division. 
The  next  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  Char- 
lotte and,  in  addition  to  the  above  represen- 
tatives, will  be  attended  by  Fred  Fort,  super- 
visor of  publicity  of  the  southern  territory. 

Spence  Pierce,  southern  publicity  manager 
of  20th-Fox,  was  in  Montgomery  . . . Jimmy 
Gillespie  of  the  publicity  department  was  in 
Memphis  . . . Jimmy  Harrison  received  a let- 
ter of  appreciation  from  the  Red  Cross  for 
the  party  given  by  the  Variety  Club  for  pa- 
tients at  Lawson  General  Hospital. 

Mrs.  Willingham  Wood  of  the  Lincolnton 
and  Social  Circle  theatres  was  in  town  book- 
ing . . . Other  visitors  on  the  Row  included 
Oscar  Lam  and  his  son  Tommy,  who  came 
by  to  see  the  film  folks  before  shoving  off. 
Tommy  is  the  fifth  member  of  the  Lam 
family  to  go  overseas  . . . Cpl.  Bud  Chalmon 
also  took  time  off  to  drop  by  and  see  his 
friends.  Bud  is  now  a gunner  instructor  . . . 
Lieut.  John  Lucas  was  also  a recent  visitor 
as  was  the  son  of  Sid  Reams,  who  was  wear- 
ing navy  blue  . . . Friends  received  a letter 
from  Sgt.  A1  Rook,  formerly  with  Republic, 
now  with  the  marines  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Errol  Flynn  was  here  March  7 en  route  to 
Florida  on  business.  Since  he  was  near  At- 
lanta he  decided  to  run  up  to  spend  a few 
hours  with  an  old  friend. 

Eugene  Sichelman,  home  office  representa- 
tive for  Columbia,  visited  the  Atlanta  ex- 
change . . . R.  L.  McCoy,  southern  division 
manager  of  Warner  Bros.,  was  in  New  York 
. . . Emory  Austin,  press  representative  for 
M-G-M,  is  vacationing  in  Oklahoma. 

Miss  Martha  Young  of  Wil-Kin  Theatre 
Supply  recently  was  married  to  Sidney  Sherod 
. . . R.  L.  Brauer,  Universal  manager,  was 
in  Miami  on  business  . . . Miss  Virginia  Grif- 
fin has  been  appointed  assistant  cashier  at 
Universal  . . . Miss  Billy  Anne  TeBow  has 


POSTERS!  POSTERS!  POSTERS! 

We  attcute  *7 ! / 

WHY  sign  a contract  to  secure  your 
Accessories  WHEN 

It  Is  NOT  NECESSARY! 

Send  your  orders  and  used  paper  to 
us  where  you  are  assured  of  lowest 
initial  cost,  and  fair  credit  rates. 

THE  POSTER  EXCHANOE,  Inc. 

1 83 V2  Walton  St.,  N.  W.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


JUVENILE  PROJECTIONIST  — Only 
15,  Bobby  C.  Arnett  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  booth  of  the  Fort  Walton  Theatre 
in  the  Florida  town  of  that  name  for  nine 
months.  Definitely,  there  is  a manpower 
shortage,  but  Bobby,  the  owners  say,  fills 
the  bill  nicely  in  his  department. 


been  added  to  the  contract  department  at 
Warners. 

Dan  Lord,  who  was  in  the  paratroopers  for 
26  months  and  received  a medical  discharge 
after  breaking  a leg  in  a jump,  has  been 
added  to  the  shipping  department  at  War- 
ners. 

Spring  must  be  here  as  Reuben  Joiner  of 
the  booking  department  at  Warners  and 
Ernest  Pelegrin  of  the  booking  department  at 
Columbia  went  fishing  last  Saturday  after- 
noon. However,  the  fish  didn’t  know  it  was 
spring  and  Rube  and  Ernie  ended  the  after- 
noon with  a game  of  golf. 

H.  H.  Jordan,  Monogram  salesman,  has 
bought  a new  home  on  Mentelle  Drive  and 
moved  his  family  here  from  Charlotte. 

Carl  Floyd  and  Luke  Stein  of  the  Stein 
circuit  in  Georgia  and  Florida  were  on  Film- 
row,  booking  and  visiting  . . . C.  P.  Lester, 
Randall  Bryan  and  George  Tallant  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  donned  their  overalls 
to  work  in  the  shipping  department  when 
the  boys  in  that  department  walked  out  . . . 
George  Plunkett,  formerly  in  the  National 
Screen  shipping  department,  has  been  in- 
ducted into  the  army  and  has  volunteered  for 
the  paratroopers  . . . Elizabeth  Wallace  of 
the  NSS  booking  department  is  spending  her 
vacation  with  her  brother  and  his  family  in 
West  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 

George  M.  Jones,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  major  companies  for  the  past  30 
years,  severed  his  connections  with  Colum- 
bia, effective  March  17,  and  will  be  associ- 
ated with  Guy  Brown  at  the  Motion  Picture 
Advertising  Co.,  with  headquarters  here. 

Merritt  Davis,  southern  division  manager 
of  Republic,  is  leaving  for  the  coast  via  Chi- 
cago. While  in  California,  Davis  will  review 
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several  new  Republic  releases  and  also  will 
see  the  dubbing  of  some  of  their  Spanish- 
speaking pictures  . . . Marjorie  Keith  is  leav- 
ing RKO  to  join  the  Harris  Enterprises  . . . 
Ebb  Duncan  of  the  Duncan  Theatres  has  an- 
nounced the  appointment  of  Clyde  Sample 
as  city  manager  of  their  theatres  in  Car- 
rollton, Ga. 

Universal  employes  entertained  at  a 
wiener  roast  with  music,  eats  and  dancing. 
They  voted  to  repeat  again  soon. 

Visitors  on  the  Row  included  Sen.  Mack 
Jackson,  Alexander  City,  Ala.,  and  Paul  Eng- 
ier,  Birmingham  . . . Monogram  Southern 
Exchanges,  under  the  leadership  of  Arthur 
C.  Bromberg,  is  proud  of  its  branch  stand- 
ings in  the  Monogram  drive.  Charlotte,  At- 
lanta, Memphis  and  New  Orleans  are  in  the 
top  bracket  nationally.  Monogram  Southern 
has  increased  its  business  over  75  per  cent 
since  Bromberg  came  with  the  organization. 

II.  C.  Kaufman,  manager  of  exchange  op- 
erations for  Columbia,  visited  the  local  branch 
. . . Pearl  Moos,  who  has  been  off  ill,  has  re- 
turned to  her  position  at  Columbia  . . . Walter 
Hickey,  Film  Classics,  left  for  a business  trip 
in  Florida  . . . Mrs.  John  W.  Mangham,  wife 
of  the  president  of  Film  Classics,  returned 
from  a vacation  trip  to  Tampa  and  Miami 
. . . On  Filmrow:  H.  T.  Mincey,  Tos  circuit, 
Claxton,  Ga.;  the  Duncans  from  West  Point 
and  Carrollton. 

Republic  Notes:  Mrs.  Clara  Browning  has 
been  added  to  the  force  . . . Mrs.  Lucille 
Spruill  visited  her  husband  in  Ohio  . . . Sgt. 
George  Wheeler,  formerly  in  the  shipping  de- 
partment, visited  his  mother  . . . Jimmy 
Peacock,  booking  department,  and  Lou  Pilato 
set  March  17  as  their  marriage  date  . . . 
Mrs.  Beth  Tredwell  returned  after  an  illness 
. . . Laura  McCullers  and  Sgt.  Bill  Thompson, 
who  has  just  returned  from  the  Aleutians,  are 
now  one  . . . Patricia  Howell,  formerly  with 
Universal,  has  joined  Republic. 

George  M.  Jones,  office  manager  of  Colum- 
bia, reports  that  his  son  Lindsey  is  ill  in  the 
hospital  . . . Harold  F.  Cohen,  special  rep- 
resentative of  Monogram  Southern,  was  in 
the  New  Orleans  branch  for  a few  days,  then 
headed  for  Charlotte  . . . Charles  E.  Kessnich, 
southern  division  manager  of  M-G-M,  was  in 
Florida  for  a vacation  . . . Miss  Agnes  Barnes 
has  been  added  to  the  inspection  department 
of  Monogram  Southern  and  Mrs.  Helen  De- 
Luga  has  returned  to  her  desk  there  after 
an  illness. 

Bud  Gray,  southern  publicity  director  for 
Paramount,  was  in  Birmingham  . . . Carroll 
Clarke,  formerly  with  Wil-Kin  Theatre  Sup- 
ply and  recently  released  from  the  navy,  now 
is  in  the  booking  department  at  Columbia. 

Received  from  our  good  friend,  Matt  Whit- 
ham,  Martin  Theatres,  Tifton,  Ga.,  is  the 
following:  “Knowing  you  are  interested  in 
what  the  showboys  are  doing,  I thought  I 
would  remind  you  of  the  fact  that  many  of 
Georgia  showmen  are  war  fund  chairmen 
for  their  respective  counties,  Bob  Hightower 
at  Dublin  for  one,  and  myself  in  Tift  County. 
I have  been  elected  war  fund  chairman  for 
Tift  County  these  past  three  years.  Last  year, 
we  had  the  largest  per  cent  over  quota,  and 
this  year  had  reached  our  goal  within  two 
hours  after  opening  shot  on  March  1 — the 
first  not  only  in  Georgia,  but  in  the  entire 
southeastern  area.  For  this  theatre,  we 
reached  an  all  time  high  last  year  with 
$1,503  in  audience  collections,  which  sur- 
passed many  theatres  in  towns  three  or  four 
times  as  large,  and  we  hope  to  repeat  again 
this  year.  I am  not  making  any  predictions, 
but  hope!” 

Ted  Toddy,  president  of  Toddy  Pictures,  re- 
turned from  a business  trip  to  New  York  and 
California  . . . R.  H.  Robinson,  Dallas,  has 
returned  home  after  a stay  at  the  Theatrical 
Printing  Co.  office  here. 
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A Former  Showman 
Now  in  China  Wilds 


Y-FORCE,  CHINA  AREA— Sgt.  Alfred 
Bach,  30,  former  Ritz  Theatre  manager  in 
Athens,  Ala.,  for  the 
Muscle  Shoals  Thea- 
tres, is  now  on  duty 
as  a map  room  ser- 
geant for  a Y-Force 
/field  artillery  center 
in  Yunnan.  Bach, 


who  entered  the  army 
in  October,  1941,  is 
the  son  of  Mrs.  Selma 
Isselbacher,  247  Ave- 
nue Paul,  Bruxelles, 
Belgium. 

After  serving  at  Ft. 

Bragg,  Ft.  Jackson, 
SGT.  BACH  Camp  Blanding,  Fla., 

and  Camp  Forrest,  Tenn.,  was  ordered  over- 
seas and  arrived  in  India  in  December  1943. 
Three  months  later  he  flew  across  the  Hima- 
layan “hump”  to  China. 

The  sergeant  is  assigned  to  Y-Force,  the 
American  military  mission  which  trained 
and  equipped  the  Chinese  expeditional  force 
for  the  Salween  campaign  and  whose  spe- 
cialists are  now  advising  and  aiding  the 
Chinese  in  this  battle  to  reopen  the  Burma 
Road. 

In  addition  to  training  in  the  field-,  Y-Force 
established  infantry  and  artillery  centers 
where  special  Chinese  troops  are  indoctrinated 
with  American  methods  of  making  war  and 
instructed  in  the  mechanics  and  employment 
of  American-supplied  weapons. 

At  the  artillery  center  where  Bach  is  at 
present  stationed  American  instructors  train 
Chinese  artillerymen  in  the  use  of  the 
American-supplied  75mm  pack  howitzer,  the 
big  gun  most  suitable  for  the  rugged,  road- 
less terrain  of  China  where  almost  all  trans- 
port must  be  by  pack  animal  or  coolie. 

Bach  was  promoted  to  sergeant  in  August 
1944.  He  is  entitled  to  wear  a Bronze  Star 
on  his  Asiatic  campaign  ribbon  for  his  serv- 
ice in  the  field  with  Y-Force. 


Sooners  in  the  Groove 
On  Midnight  Closing 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — After  a few  flurries, 
Oklahoma  theatres  have  settled  down  to  un- 
eventful observance  of  the  midnight  curfew. 

Most  small  town  theatres  have  moved  up 
their  previews  to  permit  the  early  closing. 
Majority  of  the  city  theatres  have  discon- 
tinued both  previews  and  late  shows  and 
really  welcome  the  relief. 

Several  houses  near  defense  plants  have 
changed  swingshift  shows  to  11  a.  m.,  hoping 
these  will  suffice.  Most  exhibitors  believe  that 
all  of  this  business  will  flow  to  regular  per- 
formances. 


Youth  Shoots  Self  While 
Seeing  a Mystery  Film 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Right  in  the  middle 
of  the  eeriest  part  of  “The  Thin  Man  Goes 
Home,”  which  was  showing  recently  at  the 
Criterion  Theatre,  a real  shot  rang  out  in 
the  audience  during  the  matinee  perform- 
ance. 

When  the  smoke  cleared,  police  found  that 
a 17-year-old  boy  from  Midwest  City  had 
shot  himself  in  the  left  groin.  He  was  rushed 
to  the  hospital  for  treatment,  where  he  ex- 
plained he  was  trying  to  remove  a shell  from 
the  pistol  when  it  discharged. 


Roles  for  “First  Man  Into  Tokyo" 

Gwen  Crawford  and  Betty  Gillette  have 
been  assigned  roles  in  “First  Man  Into  Tokyo,” 
RKO  Radio  production. 


Sunday  Films  in  Georgia  Defeated ; 
Vote  of  Preacher  Members  Divided 


Youth , 18,  Meets  Death 
In  South  Pacific  War 

Atlanta — Seaman  Harry  L.  Humphries, 

18  years  old,  was  killed  in  the  invasion 
of  Lingayen  Gulf  in  the  Philippines 
January  6.  He  entered  the  service  only 
a year  ago,  going  overseas  in  March  1944 
after  brief  training  at  Great  Lakes,  111. 

He  took  part  in  attacks  on  Guam, 
Makin  and  Saipan. 

The  youth  was  the  son  of  the  manager 
of  the  Theatrical  Printing  Co.,  where  he 
was  employed  before  being  drafted. 

Mrs.  Claughlon  Buys 
Four  Tampa  Houses 

ATLANTA — Reports  here  were  that  Mrs. 
E.  N.  Claughton  of  the  Royal,  Miami,  Fla., 
has  purchased  from  Butler  Gore  of  Tampa 
the  following  theatres:  Rialto,  Northtown, 
Howard  and  State,  all  in  Tampa. 

Gore  had  not  announced  his  future  con- 
nections. 

Screening  and  Party  Wind 
Up  Atlanta  Reagan  Visit 

ATLANTA — C.  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution;  Hugh 
Owen,  Robert  M.  Gillham  and  Claude  Lee, 
other  home  office  executives,  were  here  last 
week  to  conduct  a regional  meeting,  the  ninth 
of  a series  they  held  throughout  the  country. 

The  first  day  of  the  meeting  was  confined 
to  exchange  affairs.  The  next  day  there  was 
a screening  of  “Bring  On  the  Girls,”  followed 
by  a cocktail  party  and  luncheon  in  the  Bilt- 
more  Hotel.  Guests  included  representatives 
from  all  trade  and  daily  papers,  the  radio 
and  these: 

Atlanta — Jack  Kirby,  Grover  C.  Parsons, 
Clyde  Goodson,  Gordon  Bradley,  Paul  Cock- 
rill,  Ed  Atkinson,  Nelson  Towler,  Harry 
Dashiell,  Bob  Tarwater,  Bert  Turgeon,  Bud 
Gray. 

New  Orleans — Jack  Price,  Sid  Otis,  Ed 
Shinn,  Maurice  Artigues,  Irma  Rogers. 

Charlotte — Scott  Lett,  Bert  Adams,  Bill 
Holliday,  Bill  Sharpe  and  Carlotta  Porter. 


ATLANTA — Confronted  with  a battle  be- 
tween preacher-members  of  the  legislature, 
two  of  whom  backed  the  bill  and  one  who 
fought  it,  the  house  of  representatives  has 
declined  to  legalize  Sunday  motion  pictures. 
The  vote  was  87  to  67  for  the  bill,  16  shy  of 
the  required  constitutional  majority  of  103. 

Two  Primitive  Baptist  ministers,  Represen- 
tatives Glisson  of  Evans  and  Hooks  of 
Emanuel,  took  the  position  that  “you  can’t 
legislate  morals  in  people”  and  asked  for 
passage  of  the  bill  permitting  local  option 
elections  on  Sunday  shows. 

Another  minister,  Representative  Roughton 
of  Washington,  Ga.,  said  he  was  “greatly 
shocked”  at  the  action  of  Glisson  and  Hooks, 
and  declared  that  preachers  of  Georgia  are 
opposed  to  Sunday  shows.  Representatives 
Thompson  of  Meriwether  and  Harrison  of 
Jenkins  expressed  disappointment  that  min- 
ister members  of  the  legislature  were  back- 
ing a bill  to  “desecrate  the  Sabbath.” 

Before  the  final  vote  the  house  adopted 
amendments  which  would  have  required  Sun- 
day shows  to  donate  one-third  of  their  pro- 
ceeds to  charity:  would  have  required  peti- 
tion signed  by  35  per  cent  of  the  registered 
voters  instead  of  10  per  cent  to  call  an  elec- 
tion and  would  have  permitted  cities  and 
counties  to  regulate  shows  so  they  would  not 
interfere  with  church  service. 

An  amendment  requiring  a monthly  show- 
ing of  the  Passion  Play  or  other  religious 
pictures  was  defeated,  61  to  78.  Speaker 
Harris  ruled  out  of  order  amendments  bar- 
ring slot  machines  in  theatre  lobbies  on  Sun- 
day, and  legalizing  Sunday  operation  of  honky 
tonks,  dance  halls  and  beer  parlors. 

Although  Sunday  shows  have  no  legal 
status  at  present,  many  Georgia  cities  per- 
mit operation  on  Sunday  by  theatres  which 
contribute  profits  to  charity. 

Senate  Rejects  a Move 
To  Tax  Show  Receipts 

RALEIGH  — The  finance  bill  passed  its 
third  reading  in  the  senate  after  that  body 
beat  down,  by  a 35  to  12  vote,  an  amendment 
by  Senator  Aiken  of  Catawba  to  levy  a three 
per  cent  tax  on  gross  theatre  receipts.  The 
amendment  had  previously  been  rejected  by 
the  joint  finance  committee. 


Reopens  at  Pascagoula 

PASCAGOULA,  MISS— The  Marine  The- 
atre, closed  a month  for  repairs  and  altera- 
tions, reopened  recently  with  M-G-M’s 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo.” 


Get  a Pass  to  Tokyo-and  Back! 


ATLANTA — This  is  the  story  of  Lieut.  Max 
Braselton  jr.  and  his  travels  with  a bomber 
plant  gate  pass.  Lieutenant  Braselton  for- 
merly was  head  booker  at  Monogram  South- 
ern exchanges,  New  Orleans,  and  his  mother 
new  is  with  20th-Fox,  Atlanta. 

It  was  just  an  ordinary  Bell  bomber  plant 
gate  pass.  But  because  it  had  a name  on  the 
back  of  it,  it  went  on  the  first  B29  raid  on 
Japan  proper,  traveled  all  over  the  South 
Pacific  and  back  again  to  Wyliene  Gentry  of 
the  Marietta  plant,  and  now  it  holds  great 
value  for  at  least  three  Georgians. 

The  odyssey  of  the  pass  began  a few  months 
back  when  Wyliene,  a receptionist,  talked  to 
Lieutenant  Braselton,  Cave  Road,  who  had 
brought  his  plane  to  the  plant  for  a checkup 


before  heading  for  the  South  Pacific.  She 
wrote  her  husband’s  name,  Cpl.  Fred  Gentry, 
on  the  back  of  the  slip  and  jokingly  asked 
Braselton  to  look  him  up  if  he  ever  stopped 
at  Saipan. 

She  forgot  the  incident,  and  so  was  some- 
thing more  than  surprised  recently  to  receive 
a letter  from  her  husband  inclosing  the 
much-traveled  pass.  After  going  on  four 
bombing  missions  over  Japan-  with  the  pass 
in  his  billfold,  the  lieutenant  had  contacted 
Gentry  on  Saipan,  whereupon  Gentry,  as  he 
admits  to  his  wife,  burst  into  tears. 

Although  the  officer  was  a stranger,  he 
was  a Georgian  and  the  first  direct  com- 
munication with  home  Gentry  had  had  in 
more  than  a year. 
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SAN  ANTONIO 


TJamiro  Cortes,  booker  and  traveling  man- 
ager  for  the  Pedro  Infante  Mexican 
troupe,  has  been  playing  dates  at  Spanish 
picture  houses  in  San  Francisco,  Sacramento, 
Los  Angeles  and  San  Diego. 

Edward  Jerome  Miller,  Frankie  “Bumps” 
Coogler  and  another  projectionist  union  exec- 
utive from  Houston,  were  in  town  for  a con- 
ference with  other  union  officials  . . . Those 
new  poster  frames  in  the  Palace  arcade  make 
this  promenade  one  of  the  most  attractive  in 
Texas. 

Gladys  Rohde,  the  photographer,  looked 
stunning  in  a new  spring  ensemble  . . . Nick 
Moret,  erstwhile  cinema  dancer,  has  returned 
from  a business  trip  to  Houston  . . . Sylvan 
Barry,  former  student  manager  of  the  Em- 
pire, has  been  named  manager  of  the  High- 
land, neighborhood  theatre  . . . That  new  as- 
sistant chief  usher  at  the  Texas  is  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Belk. 

A Mexican  film  unit  has  been  making 
scenes  of  Mexico’s  201st  fighter  squadron  to 
be  utilized  in  a picture  for  distribution  in 
Latin-Amerioa.  The  squadron  is  completing 
its  United  States  training  at  Brownsville  . . . 
The  San  Antonio  Community  Players  held 
tryouts  for  Samson  Raphaelson’s  “Accent  on 


Youth,”  scheduled  for  the  San  Pedro  Play- 
house April  13-14. 

Reginald  Denny  was  interviewed  over 
WOAI  during  the  star’s  recent  two-night 
stand  at  the  Texas  in  “Blithe  Spirit”  . . . Lit- 
tle Jerry  Ray,  singing-guitarist  heard  on 
KMAC,  is  hailed  as  a film  possibility.  She's 
from  Memphis. 

Jose  Carabaza,  manager  of  the  Mexican 
film  exchange  in  Laredo  bearing  his  name, 
was  among  the  recent  showshopping  bookers 
to  the  Azteca  Films  Distributing  Co.  exchange 
on  South  Alamo  . . . Visitors  to  the  Interstate 
city  office  included  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  cir- 
cuit, Dallas,  and  Capt.  Clarence  H.  Moss  of 
the  army  air  force,  Lexington,  Va.,  here  on 
furlough  after  serving  in  India.  Captain 
Moss  was  formerly  publicity  chief  for  the  cir- 
cuit here. 

The  hub  of  the  Alamo  City’s  Mexican  film 
activity  was  as  usual  a beehive,  with  many 
out-of-town  exhibitors  in  to  set  dates  for 
Clasa-Mohme  pictures.  Among  the  theatre- 
men  spied  along  Soledad  St.  recently  were  Al- 
fred Pena,  Cole’s,  New  Braunfels;  Hiram 
Parks,  Llanos,  Lubbock;  H.  A.  “Windy” 
Daniels,  Seguin  and  Crystal  City;  Frank  Tor- 
res, Azteca,  Houston;  Roland  Taylor,  Metro 


salesman,  Dallas,  and  W.  F.  “Army”  Arm- 
strong, Interstate  booker,  Dallas. 

Jacob  Epstein,  president  of  Universal  Pic- 
tures Corp.  of  Mexico,  and  Mrs.  Epstein  were 
also  in  the  Clasa-Mohme  office  calling  upon 
their  old  friend,  Gordon  B.  Dunlap,  who  also 
reported  that  J.  H.  Seidelman,  new  Universal 
International  Film  president,  and  his  wife 
stopped  at  San  Antonio  en  route  to  New  York 
from  Mexico  City. 

Jack  Karmi  was  called  back  to  Hollywood 
by  his  studio  for  picture  work  . . . Flossie  Lee 
Coppel,  lately  with  the  Azteca  Film  exchange, 
is  now  a student  at  the  University  of  Texas  in 
Austin. 

A Texas  Showman's  Son 
Killed  in  Philippines 

EAGLE  PASS,  TEX. — This  community  was 
plunged  into  mourning  by  war  department 
reports  of  the  death  in  action  in  the  .Philip- 
pines of  Lieut.  Joseph  Mayer  Schwartz,  26 
years  old,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Schwartz 
and  husband  of  Mrs.  Cecelia  S.  Schwartz.  His 
father  owns  the  Aztec  and  Yolanda  theatres 
here. 

A member  of  the  U.S.  quartermaster  corps, 
Lieutenant  Schwartz  was  a company  com- 
mander in  General  MacArthur’s  forces  liber- 
ating the  Philippines.  He  graduated  from 
high  school  here  in  1936,  from  the  University 
of  Texas  in  1940  and  was  with  the  American 
consular  service  before  volunteering  for  mili- 
tary duty  Feb.  25,  1942.  He  was  appointed  to 
officer  candidate  school  shortly  after  enter- 
ing the  army  and  was  commissioned  a second 
lieutenant  at  Camp  Lee,  Va.,  Oct.  16,  1942.  He 
spent  a furlough  at  home  before  going  over- 
seas in  September  1944.  He  was  appointed  to 
first  lieutenant  last  year. 

Lieutenant  Schwartz  was  an  outstanding 
athlete  and  equestrian  and  leaves  a host  of 
sorrowing  friends.  He  was  a Mason.  A 
brother,  Pvt.  Arnold  Schwartz  now  is  serving 
his  14th  month  of  duty  in  India. 

Tommy  Bond,  an  Our  Gang 
Veteran,  in  Navy  Now 

MEMPHIS — Tommy  Bond,  an  actor  with 
more  than  50  pictures  to  his  credit,  is  now  an 
acting  petty  officer  at  the  naval  recruit  train- 
ing center  here.  As  one  of  the  steadies  of  the 
Our  Gang  comedies  he  was  in  more  than  40 
pictures. 

Now  in  the  third  week  in  the  boot  camp, 
Bond  first  appeared  in  the  films  13  years  ago 
when  he  was  five  years  old.  His  last  two  pic- 
tures, neither  yet  released,  are  “It’s  Never 
Too  Late”  (Univ),  and  “Twice  Blessed” 
(M-G-M).  Theatregoers  will  remember  Bond’s 
latest  feature,  “The  Man  From  Frisco,”  in 
which  he  had  an  important  part. 

He  is  taking  preparatory  naval  training 
and  hopes  to  be  a flyer.  After  the  war,  he 
wants  to  return  to  pictures. 

Lucille  La  Verne,  Actress 
Born  in  Memphis,  Dies 

MEMPHIS  — Memphis-born  Lucille  La- 
Verne,  noted  character  actress,  died  March 
4 in  Culver  City,  Calif.,  after  several  months 
illness.  She  was  72. 

Miss  LaVerne  made  her  Broadway  debut  in 
1888  as  a bit  player  in  “La  Tosca,”  with  Fanny 
Davenport.  She  was  perhaps  best  known  for 
her  estimated  3,000  appearances  as  the  Widow 
Cagel  in  “Sun  Up,”  which  began  its  record 
run  in  1923.  After  two  years  on  Broadway, 
this  show  toured  Europe  and  the  United 
States. 

Her  voice  was  heard  as  both  queen  and 
witch  in  the  Disney  film,  “Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs.”  This  was  her  last  pro- 
fessional work. 


Ok  fou  Lucky  ZMktfots! 

■HERE’S  A Sox-OUice  &0NANIA- 

THE  SURPRIZE  MONEY  SHOW  OF  * 45 


DANNY 


The  Screen's  Newest 
Sensation- A Riot 

" The 

BIRTH  of 
A STAR 

A Streamlined  feature 


tyuzft  U *7od<ztt{ 


RELEASED  THRU  ASTOR  PICTURES  CO 


fENKINS  & BOURGEOIS 
Astor  Pictures 
302V2  S.  Harwood  St., 
Dallas  1,  Texas 

EVERETT  PEARCE 
Astor  Pictures 
218  S.  Liberty  St., 
New  Orleans  13,  La. 


W.  M.  RICHARDSON 
Astor  Pictures 
163  Walton  St.. 
Atlanta  3,  Ga. 

JAY  SCHRADER 
Astor  Pictures 
224  W.  Second  St., 
Charlotte  1,  N.  C. 


no 
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Columbus,  Ga.,  Pastors 
Fight  Sunday  Shows 

COLUMBUS,  GA. — A movement  to  close 
motion  picture  shows  and  business  establish- 
ments on  Sunday  has  been  started  by  the 
Methodist  Ministers’  Ass’n,  comprising  all 
clergymen  of  that  denomination  in  Columbus 
and  Phenix  City. 

In  discussing  Sabbath  observance  here,  the 
Rev.  J.  M.  Shell,  pastor  of  East  Highlands 
Church,  declared  that  under  Georgia  law 
film  shows  could  only  be  operated  on  Sundays 
if  the  proceeds  went  to  charity. 

Roy  Martin  sr.  of  Martin  Theatres,  operat- 
ing the  Pastime,  Palace,  Dixie  and  Liberty 
theatres,  declined  comment.  Lawrence 
Shields,  representing  the  Lucas  & Jenkins 
Theatres  operating  the  Bradley,  Royal, 
Springer  and  Rialto,  was  out  of  town  and 
could  not  be  reached. 


Observe  Joint  Birthday 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  — Paramount  Branch 
Manager  C.  H.  Weaver  and  Salesman  Tom 
McKean  celebrated  their  birthdays  March  8. 
They  were  born  on  the  same  day  of  the  same 
year,  Weaver  in  Ohio  and  McKean  in  In- 
diana. 


MEMPHIS 

T ieut.  Louis  C.  Ingram  jr.,  son  of  the 
M-G-M  manager  here,  has  been  awarded 
an  Air  Medal  on  Guam,  it  was  learned  this 
week.  He  is  a member  of  the  B29  crew  en- 
gaged in  bombing  the  Japs  . . . Lieut.  David 
Flexer,  operator  of  the  Ritz  here,  the  Ritz  in 
New  Albany,  Miss.,  the  Tower  in  Sardis,  Miss., 
and  the  Varsity  at  Amory,  Miss.,  is  home  for 
a visit.  Mrs.  Flexer  is  managing  the  business 
while  her  husband  is  in  the  coast  guard. 

Pvt.  Allyn  West,  in  the  army  air  forces 
about  three  years,  is  home  visiting  his  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  West,  Memphis.  West, 
operator  of  Hollywood  Theatre,  is  president 
of  the  Arkansas,  Mississippi  and  Tennessee 
Theatre  Owners  . . . Columbia  has  a new  sales- 
man assigned  to  the  Arkansas  territory,  G. 
W.  Jones  . . . Here  last  week  from  New  York 
was  H,  C.  Kaufman,  manager  of  Columbia 
branch  operations. 

Paramount  was  busy  last  week  showing  J. 
W.  Dwyer,  Atlanta,  army  motion  picture  serv- 
ice executive,  around  Filmrow  . . . R.  C.  Set- 
toon,  salesman  for  Paramount,  was  called  to 
New  Orleans  last  week  by  the  serious  illness 
of  his  mother-in-law. 

Filmrow  visitors:  Bill  Mabin,  Lura  Theatre 
at  Augusta,  Ark.;  Earl  Vandever,  Palace,  Ken- 
neth, Mo.;  W.  G.  Clark,  Alamo,  Alamo,  Tenn.; 
C.  W.  Tipton,  operator  of  theatres  at  Pine 
Bluff,  Manila  and  Monette,  Ark.;  G.  E.  Sibley, 
Dixy,  Adamsville,  Term.;  G.  H.  Goff,  Par- 
sons, Parsons,  Tenn.;  Pete  Medley,  Sykeston, 
Mo.,  and  W.  A.  Rush,  Houston,  Miss.  . . . Ben 
Kammack,  RKO  district  manager,  Dallas,  was 
in  last  week. 

Weekly  parties  continue  at  Variety  Club 
each  Saturday  night.  A dance  last  Saturday 
was  sponsored  by  Malco  Theatres,  Inc.  . . . 
Joe  Simon,  manager  of  the  Warner  Theatre, 
reports  Linda  Peacock,  cashier,  has  returned 
from  a vacation  in  Houston,  Tex.  . . . Sgt. 
Fred  Hartz,  brother  of  the  Warner  Theatre’s 
assistant  manager,  Lena  Ruth  Hartz,  is  a 
prisoner  of  the  Germans,  the  war  depart- 
ment has  notified  the  family. 

Todd  Ferguson,  publicity  director  of 
M-G-M,  lost  his  glasses  for  two  days  last 
week  and  found  them,  of  all  places,  on  his 
desk  at  the  office  . . . Mrs.  Eva  Main  Benton, 
No.  2 booker  at  M-G-M,  is  vacationing  at  Ox- 
ford, Miss. 


SOUTHERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Watching  a projec- 
tionist operate  a gas- 
run  machine  in  1918  at 
school  decided  Henry 
Paul  Howell  on  a ca- 
reer that  has  led  to 
the  operation  of  thea- 
tre spots  in  Smith- 
field,  Zebulon,  Ahos- 
kie,  Selma  and  Wake 
Forest  in  North  Caro- 
lina. He  bought  the 
machine  from  the  pro- 
jectionist, with  one 
reel  of  film,  and  has  been  an  exhibitor  ever 
since.  He  is  a director  of  North  and  South 
Carolina’s  Exhibitor  group.  His  son,  Rudolph 
Ashworth,  is  an  ensign  in  the  navy  and  a 
daughter,  Carolyn  Starr,  is  married.  “Work” 
is  the  hobby  of  this  successful  exhibitor. 


Operator  of  Camden 
& Haiglar  Theatres, 
Camden,  S.  C.,  Thomas 
Lee  Little  owns  and 
operates  as  well  a 2,- 
400-acre  farm.  Since 
1910  he  has  been  an 
exhibitor  and  today  his 
houses  total  a seating 
capacity  of  1,100.  He 
is  vice-president  of  the 
South  Carolina  Thea- 
tree  Owners  Ass’n.  Lit- 
tle is  affiliated  with 
Rotary.  He  is  a councilman,  chairman  of 
the  street  department,  member  of  the  tax 
equalization  board  for  his  county  and  Cam- 
den’s water  and  light  commission.  A base- 
ball and  football  player  in  college,  this  ex- 
hibitor is  a sportsman  always. 


A partner  in  the  old 
Gem  Theatre  about 
1917  in  DeWitt,  Ark., 

Ray  A.  Wilson  today 
owns  the  New  Theatre 
and  the  Ritz  at  De- 
Witt  and  the  Gillett 
Theatre  at  Gillett.  Ac- 
tively interested  in  the 
civic  affairs  of  his 
town,  he  has  served 
twq  terms  as  a city 
alderman.  He  is  a 
member  of  ITOA  and 
is  a charter  member  of  the  Lions  Club  in 
DeWitt.  Wilson  is  “Pop”  to  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Howard  Walker  of  the  home,  and  his 
grandson,  Bobby  Ray,  and  granddaughter, 
Agnes  Gene.  His  favorite  sports  are  fishing, 
hunting  and  swimming. 


Nothing  in  show  busi- 
ness has  thrilled  A.  A. 

“Speedy”  Moulder  more 
than  his  showing  of 
the  first  five-reel  fea- 
ture in  Sapulpa,  Okla. 

The  picture  was  Bern- 
hardt's “Queen  Eliza- 
beth” and  as  a result 
of  skillful  advance  ad- 
vertisement, the  cash 
register  was  soon  over- 
flowing on  the  open- 
ing night.  His  theatre, 
the  Criterion  in  Sapulpa,  seats  1,200.  He  is 
a Mason,  a member  of  the  Elks  and  the 
Junior  and  Senior  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Proficient  on  the  bass  fiddle,  Moulder  is  a 
member  of  the  musicians’  union  and  has  had 
several  orchestras,  mainly  as  a hobby. 


Two  fires  which  wiped 
out  the  wooden  struc- 
tures in  which  Claude 
Darce,  Opera  House 
Theatre,  Morgan  City, 
La.,  broke  into  the  in- 
dustry were  enough  to 
convince  him  that  the 
present  fireproof  build- 
ing was  called  for  if 
he  wanted  to  remain 
in  show  business.  He 
and  Mrs.  William 
Kreisle  now  operate 
the-  successful  situation  as  a partnership. 
Darce  is  a member  of  the  Elks  and  goes 
fishing  whenever  he  can  find  the  time.  He 
has  a daughter,  Charlotte  Amelia,  who  is  a 
beautician  and  a son,  William,  engaged  in 
war  plant  work. 


A half  interest  in  the 
Eupora,  Eupora,  Miss., 
was  J.  F.  “Jim”  Wof- 
ford’s first  taste  of 
theatre  management. 
Because  he  found  it  a 
promising  venture,  he 
later  bought  out  the 
interest  of  his  partner, 
J.  E.  Thomas.  Wof- 
ford has  four  children, 
all  of  whom  are  away 
from  home.  Son  Joe 
Fox  is  in  service.  Sum- 
ming up  the  experiences  of  many  years  in 
the  industry,  the  Eupora  exhibitor  says  “it’s 
a great  game  if  you  can  stay  with  it.”  He 
is  a member  of  the  Exchange  Club  and  often 
may  be  found  shooting  Mississippi  scenery 
with  a camera. 


A particularly  varied 
career  in  the  theatre 
world  has  marked  the 
life  of  John  W.  Peck 
jr.,  owner  of  the  900- 
seat  Pex  Theatre, 

Eatonton,  Ga.  Start- 
ing as  an  usher  in  Den- 
ver in  1915,  he  became 
next  a projectionist 
and  then  film  editor 
at  the  old  Vitagraph 
studios  in  Hollywood. 

For  two  years  Peck 
worked  as  a Paramount  cameraman  in  New 
York.  His  hobby  is  experimenting  with  sound 
equipment.  He  is  a Kiwanis  director  and 
active  in  civic  affairs.  Peck  has  a son,  17 
years  old,  who  was  slated  to  join  the  navy 
last  January. 


An  Adolph  Zukor  Sil- 
ver Jubilee  Plaque  for 
having  played  in  1912 
the  first  so-called  fea- 
ture picture,  “Queen 
Elizabeth,”  is  prized  by 
Charles  Hammond  Ar- 
rington, of  Rocky 
Mount,  N.  C.  His  house 
in  Rocky  Mount  is  the 
Cameo.  A member  of 
North  and  South  Car- 
olina’s exhibitor  asso- 
ciation and  former 
president  and  director,  “Uncle  Charlie,”  as 
he  is  known  to  friends,  is  also  a member  of 
the  rationing  board  and  Variety.  His  sons 
are  in  the  navy.  John  L.  is  a lieutenant  com- 
mander and  Charles  Hammond  jr.,  a lieu- 
tenant. His  favorite  diversions:  Fishing,  golf. 
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“NO  GREATER  LOVE” 


AN  ARTKINO  PICTURE 

WITH  AN 

ALL-STAR  RUSSIAN  CAST! 


pAmm! 

. . . because  it  pulls 
no  punches! 


HOsi& 


ALL  THREE  PICTURES  EQUIPPED 
WITH  LOBBY  BOARDS 


WIRE  QUICK 
TO  YOUR  NEAREST 
EXCHANGE  FOR 
PLAYDATES 


ATLANTA  (3)  GA. 

Jaybee  Film  Exchange 

163  Walton  St.,  N.  W.  (3rd  Floor) 
Phone  MAin  9845 

DALLAS  (1)  TEXAS 

Jenkins  & Bourgeois 
ASTOR  PICTURES  CO. 

Harwood  & Jackson  Sts. 
Phone  Riverside  1884 


WRITE  FOR  LIST  OF  CURRENT 
RELEASES 


DALLAS 


P E.  Wilson,  Dallas  theatre  man,  purchased 
two  pieces  of  downtown  property,  one  a 
corner  parking  lot  and  two-story  house  at 
Olive  and  Jacinto;  the  other  a 75xl00-foot  lot 
at  3009-11  Elm  St.  for  investment  purposes. 

Mrs.  B.  R.  McLendon,  wife  of  the  circuit 
operator,  lost  a $4,500  diamond  wrist  watch 
while  downtown.  The  McLendons  live  on 
Walnut  Hill  Lane,  having  moved  here  recent- 
ly from  Atlanta,  Tex.  . . . Charles  E.  Darden 
has  bagged  two  skunks  with  his  trusty  .38 
at  his  farm  home  just  north  of  Garland.  The 
animals  had  their  eyes  on  Darden’s  hen  house 
. . . Mrs.  J.  C.  Hurst,  operator  of  the  Rita  at 
Abernathy  while  her  husband  is  with  the 
SeaBees,  was  on  the  Row  booking  . . . Mrs. 
Justin  Mclnaney,  wife  of  the  Alexander  Film 
Co.  district  manager,  was  back  at  home  after 
a minor  operation  in  a local  hospital  . . . Ted 
Reid,  former  exchange  shipper  and  booker 
who  saw  armed  service  on  Guadacanal,  was  in 
town  after  a visit  in  Houston  and  planned  to 
enter  a government  hospital.  He  was  dis- 
charged recently. 

Clyde  Booth,  who  specialized  in  selling  cool- 
ing equipment  to  theatres  during  the  heyday 
of  that  business,  renewed  acquaintances  on 
the  Row  . . . P.  G.  Cameron,  former  Dallas 
theatre  owner,  has  been  under  treatment  in 
Baylor  Hospital.  Cameron  purchased  three 
theatres  in  neighborhood  Los  Angeles  soon 
after  selling  his  three  theatres  here.  The 
coast  houses  are  being  operated  by  his  son- 
in-law,  Claude  Kennell. 

H.  S.  Usry  of  the  Majestic  at  Decatur  was  a 
buying  and  booking  visitor.  Other  visiting  ex- 
hibitors were  A.  V.  Wade  of  the  Wade-Tex 
Theatres  in  Gainesville;  Joe  Hackney,  Plaza 
at  Canton;  Robert  Hooks,  Select  and  Leroy  in 
Mineola;  John  Blocker,  Texas  at  Abilene; 
John  Stiles,  Grand  and  Plaza  in  Ennis,  and 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Lowrey,  Plaza  in  Carrollton. 


K.  M.  McFarland  jr.  of  the  State  Theatre  in 
Garrison  was  called  to  the  armed  forces.  Mrs. 
McFarland  will  manage  the  house  . . . B.  R. 
Hughes,  who  sold  his  Strand  Theatre  at  Rog- 
ers recently,  was  here  on  insurance  business, 
in  which  he  is  engaged  at  Waco.  Hughes  sold 
the  Rogers  home  to  I.  J.  Baca,  who  a few  days 
later  sold  to  A.  Poncek,  former  county  com- 
missioner. Hughes  said  he  will  either  buy  a 
new  situation  or  build  when  materials  are 
available. 

W.  M.  Shieldes,  city  manager  and  partner 
of  the  Texas  Consolidated  Theatres  in  Tyler, 
was  a leisurely  visitor  on  the  Row.  He  dropped 
in  on  a group  of  several  veteran  showmen  at 
Herber  Bros,  and  all  began  swapping  reminis- 
cences. In  the  group  were  P.  E.  Wilson,  J.  E. 
“Uncle  Joe”  Luckett,  John  N.  Stewart  and  two 
or  three  others.  Shieldes  admitted  he  was 
“a  little  worked  down”  because  of  the  war- 
time help  shortage,  Red  Cross  and  war  bond 
drives.  Now  he  is  remodeling  a country  place 
near  Tyler  and  was  trying  to  find  some  art 
brackets  and  lighting  fixtures  in  wrought  iron 
to  go  with  the  lodge. 

Forrest  Dunlap,  sales  manager,  and  Ray 
Gibson,  secretary  of  American  Desk  Mfg.  Co., 
showed  several  samples  of  kiddie  toys  which 
aroused  much  interest  among  spectators.  The 
toys  were  made  of  wood  reclaimed  from 
shell  boxes,  etc.,  which  American  is  now  mak- 
ing for  the  army.  For  instance  the  tank  on 
an  oil  truck  is  a round  container  which  held 
an  average  size  army  shell.  The  eight  wheels 
and  remainder  of  the  truck  were  made  from 
scraps.  The  toys  will  be  sold  by  some  big 
distributor. 

When  materials  become  available  Inter- 
state circuit  will  make  general  improvements 
at  the  Melba  Theatre  on  Elm  St.  with  stage 
shows  in  mind.  The  stage  will  be  enlarged 
and  acoustics  will  be  improved. 


How  to  get  along  without 
extra  help  you  need 

Keep  informed  on  the  many  labor- 
saving,  time-saving  devices  and 
appliances  in  our  big  stock.  It  will 
pay  to  visit  us  often  "just  to  look 
around."  You're  welcome. 

Oklahoma  Theatre  supply 

j ELDON  PEEK  telephone  7-8691 

■ ■ 708-710  WEST  GRAND  AVENUE 

~~  OKLAHOMA  CITY  2.  OKLA. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th FL,  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC-  Dallas.  Tex. 
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"Thin  Man"  Is  Top 
Grosser  at  Dallas 

DAI, LAS — “The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home”  did 
highest  above  average  business  on  Elm  St. 
last  week  and  held  over  at  the  Tower.  “Minis- 
try of  Fear”  ran  a close  second  at  the  Melba 
and  held  for  a second  week  in  the  same  house. 
Other  runs  were  practically  normal.  It  was  a 
springlike  seven  days  with  some  rain. 

(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Where  Trails  Divide  (MOP),  reissue; 
Reckless  Age  (Univ) , split  'with  Navajo  Trail 

(Mono);  Grissly's  Millions  (Rep) 120 

Majestic — Suspect  (Univ),  plus  Ligon  Smith  and 

orchestra  on  stage  ,...130 

Melba — Ministry  ol  Fear  (Para) 130 

Palace — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 135 

Rialto — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay  (Para), 

split  with  Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 125 

Tower — A Song  to  Remember  (Col),  2nd  wk 125 

Dallas  Barkers  Join 
Autry  on  Vets  Visit 

DALLAS — A group  of  Variety  Club  mem- 
bers accompanied  Flight  Officer  Gene  Autry 
to  Temple  recently  to  appear  before  wounded 
veterans  at  McClosky  Hospital.  Autry  sang 
several  songs. 

Cocktails  and  dinner  were  served  at  the 
home  of  A.  P.  Brashear,  operating  head  of 
American  Desk  Manufacturing  Co.  The  party 
then  drove  to  Boys  Ranch  at  Copperas  Cove 
for  a visit.  Autry  sang  for  the  42  boys  and 
related  his  experiences  making  westerns. 

The  group  included  Phil  Isley,  Claude  Ezell, 
Lloyd  Rust,  Autry,  and  their  wives;  Mrs.  Joe 
Hummel,  wife  of  the  Warners  executive; 
Chief  Barker  James  O.  Cherry  and  Mike  Rice 
and  their  wives,  and  Forrest  Dunlap. 


OKLA.  CITY 


XXTarners’  recent  tradeshowing  of  “Hotel 
” Berlin”  was  very  well  received  by  a 
packed  screening  room  audience  . . . Chet 
Humphrey  of  the  Ritz  at  Britton  is  still  at 
Wesley  Hospital.  He  will  have  to  remain  in 
bed  at  home  for  one  or  two  weeks  after  leav- 
ing the  hospital. 

The  Uptown  Theatre  had  to  clear  the 
auditorium  during  a recent  rain  and  hail 
storm  after  lightning  burned  all  ground  cables 
from  the  power  lines  and  caused  smoke  suf- 
ficient enough  to  have  the  fire  department, 
and  electric  company  check  the  extent  of  the 
damage.  The  people  walked  into  the  lobby 
and  some  thought  that  it  was  some  of  the 
effects  from  the  picture,  “Together  Again,” 
which  had  rain  scenes  on  at  the  time. 

C.  B.  Akers  was  back  from  Washington 
where  he  attended  a meeting  of  special  events 
directors  of  the  war  finance  committee  held 
in  the  treasury  building.  He  told  of  plans 
for  a big  army  show,  “Shots  From  the  Sky,” 
to  be  presented  here  and  in  Tulsa  for  the 
Seventh  War  Loan  drive.  The  show  con- 
sists of  three  acres  of  enemy  aircraft  that 
have  been  shot  down.  He  also  told  of  plans 
of  showing  in  14  state  towns  of  “This  Is  Your 
Infantry”  an  army  show.  In  addition  he 
asked  that  several  released  prisoners  from  the 
Philippines  and  Bataan  that  have  returned 
to  Oklahoma  be  used  for  premieres  and  bond 
rallies. 


Jane  Ball  to  Cast  of  "Command" 

Jane  Ball  will  step  into  the  cast  of  “Com- 
mand to  Embezzle,”  replacing  Joan  Blondell 
originally  set  for  the  role  in  the  20th-Fox 
production. 


Aid  Given  Morrisons, 
In  Dire  Need  at  Home 

MEMPHIS  — Friends  of  A.  B.  Morrison, 
numbering  in  the  thousands,  will  be  dancing 
under  the  soft  lights  of  the  Memphis  Casino 
Wednesday  night,  March  28.  But  the  guest 
of  honor  will  not  be  there. 

Miles  away,  in  a front  room  of  his  modest 
little  home,  Morrison,  74,  will  lean  his  frail, 
75-pound  body  back  in  his  wheel  chair  and 
wonder  how  the  party  is  going. 

You  see,  Morrison,  dean  of  Memphis  thea- 
tre men,  fell  and  broke  his  hip  while  assistant 
manager  of  Warner  Bros.  Theatre  in  1942. 
Hospital  bills  and  support  of  his  wife  and 
himself  have  eaten  up  his  resources  after 
three  years  as  an  invalid. 

Chalmers  Cullins,  well-known  local  theatre 
man,  organized  the  dance  in  an  effort  to  pay 
off  the  $1,900  balance  the  Morrison  owe  on 
their  little  home  and  present  them  with  funds 
to  provide  the  other  necessities  of  life. 

Other  theatre  men  joined  in.  Charles  A. 
McElravy,  manager  of  the  Ellis  Auditorium, 
said,  “There  is  scarcely  a theatre  man  in 
Memphis  who  was  not  broken  in  by  A.  B. 
Morrison.” 

During  his  50  years  in  the  show  business, 
Morrison  managed  many  Memphis  theatres. 
Local  71,  Memphis  Federation  of  Musicians, 
is  furnishing  an  orchestra,  motion  picture  ma- 
chine operators  and  stage  employes  will  ar- 
range a floor  show. 


Long-Term  to  High  School  Student 

International  Pictures  has  signed  Dick 
Long,  a high  school  student,  to  a long-termer. 
He  will  debut  in  “Tomorrow  Is  Forever.” 


We  Are  Now  Accepting 

POPCORN 

Contracts 

For  Summer  and  Fall  Delivery 

Our  diversified  acreage  should  assure 
delivery,  beginning  in  August  and  con- 
tinuing throughout  the  winter  months. 

WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS 


Chas.  E.  Darden  & Co 


FILM  EXCHANGE  BLDG. 

308  S.  Harwood  St. 
DALLAS  1,  TEXAS 
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— Photo  by  Lane  Bros. 


ATLANTA  TURNOUT  FOR  PARAMOUNTEERS— Fun  and  good  fellowship 
permeated  the  meeting  in  Atlanta  last  week  of  Paramount  Pictures’  touring  ambas- 
sadors of  goodwill.  It  wras  the  last  stop  for  the  Paramount  executives,  who  have 
returned  to  New  York  after  a strenuous  swing  of  the  country,  during  which  they 
visited  numerous  exchange  centers. 

In  the  top  picture,  usual  order:  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution;  Jimmy  Harrison,  Wilby  Theatres,  Atlanta;  Sen.  Mack  Jackson  of 
the  Strand  Theatre,  Alexander  City,  Ala.;  Dusty  Rhodes,  Georgia  Theatres  Co., 
Atlanta,  and  Gordon  Bradley  of  Paramount  Pictures  in  Atlanta. 

Bottom:  Claude  Lee,  director  of  public  relations;  Hugh  Owen,  southern  division 
sales  manager;  Reagan;  Mayor  William  B.  Hartsfield  of  Atlanta,  and  R.  M.  Gillham, 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity. 


CHARLOTTE 

AAiss  Ruth  Hardin,  sister  of  Mrs.  Walter 
Griffith,  secretary  of  the  TOA  of  the 
Carolinas,  who  was  connected  with  the  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  prior  to  joining  the 
Red  Cross,  has  been  transferred  from  Finney 
General  Hospital  at  Thomasville,  Ga„  to  the 
army  hospital  at  Camp  Butner,  Durham,  N. 
C.,  as  administrative  assistant  field  director. 

Lieut.  George  Burks,  son  of  A1  Burks, 
M-G-M  exploiteer,  who  was  wounded  in 
southern  France,  now  is  in  Tilton  General 
Hospital,  Ft.  Dix,  N.  J„  where  he  underwent 
another  operation. 

Jose  Iturbi  didn’t  bat  an  eyelash  when  the 
top  of  the  grand  piano  fell  off  its  hinges, 
when  the  pianist-conductor  was  here  play- 
ing for  the  men  at  Morris  Field  . . . Charlotte 
has  an  epidemic  of  purse  snatching  in  the 
theatres. 

The  110  child  patients  in  the  polio  building 
at  Charlotte  Memorial  Hospital  are  to  have 
religious  education  services  every  Sunday,  J. 
Sam  Hinson,  chairman,  and  Frank  Bedding- 
field,  co-chairman  of  the  spiritual  life  com- 
mittee of  the  Variety  Club,  announce.  This 
committee  was  appointed  to  work  with  chil- 
dren in  religious  education,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  Charlotte  churches.  The  services 
will  be  divided  into  periods  of  four  weeks, 
with  the  director  of  religious  education  of 
a single  church  having  complete  control  of 
the  program.  At  the  end  of  the  four-week 
period,  another  church  will  take  over. 

Visitors  on  the  Row:  Boyd  B.  Horton,  State, 
Concord,  N.  C.;  Everett  Qualls,  State,  Burl- 
ington, N.  C.;  Ben  L.  Strozier,  Stevenson, 
Rock  Hill,  S.  C.;  Charles  Cash,  Dixie,  Kings 
Mountain,  N.  C„  and  Tom  Fleming,  Sylvia, 
York,  S.  C. 


New  House  in  Sparta,  Ga. 

SPARTA,  GA.— Col.  Marvin  W.  Peck  has 
received  the  priority  “go”  signal  from  the 
WPB  for  a motion  picture  theatre  here. 
Colonel  Peck  will  utilize  the  double  store  on 
the  corner  of  the  Johnson  block,  extending 
it  enough  to  make  a modern  house  with 
balcony. 


“COOLINGS” 

Get  Ready  Now  — Do  Not  Wait  Until  a Hot  Day 

1.  Clean,  paint  your  cooling  plant  for  protection 

2.  Clean,  oil  motors,  pumps,  etc. 

3.  Check  fuses  and  wiring 

and  order  now  while  we  have  them 


Jtspin  Wood  Excelsior  Mats 

(Sizes  in  stock  now) 

Mat  Number  Approximate  size  in  inches  Price  FOB  Dallas 


51  33  x 33  x 3. 

52  27  x 29  x 3 

53  28  x 57  x 3. 

54  37  x 51  x 3. 

56  23  x 49  x 3. 

57  17  x 52  x 3. 


.$1.50  each 
. 1.50  " 

. 2.40  " 

. 2.70  " 

. 1.95  " 

. 1.90  " 


Order  now  as  we  do  not  know  what  the  supply  will  be.  Figure  the  square 
foot  area  and  order  the  pads  to  cover  same. 


HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 


Building  Theatre  in  Waco 

WACO,  TEX. — Interstate  circuit  has  started 
construction  on  a $100,000  neighborhood  thea- 
tre in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  city. 


FIGURES  DON'T  LIE! 

More  Theatres  P/ay 

WAHOO 

America's  Finest  Screen  Came 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


Complete 

POSTER  SERVICE 

Send  us  your  accessory 
orders  lor  best  service! 

Send  us  your  return  paper 
for  maximum  credit. 

SOUTHEASTERN 

POSTER  EXCHANGE 

“Serving  the  Southeast" 

163  Walton  St.,  N.  W.,  Atlanta  1,  Ga. 
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Fred  Pursel,  Veteran 
Exhibitor,  Dies  at  67 

TORONTO — Another  old-timer  passed  from 
the  theatrical  scene  March  9 when  Fred  R. 
Pursel,  one-time  owner  and  manager  of  the 
Lyric  in  Simcoe,  Ont.,  died  at  his  home  there. 

A native  of  Simcoe,  Pursel,  who  was  in 
his  67th  year,  was  widely  known  in  musical 
circles  and  took  pride  in  the  theatre  or- 
chestra which  he  organized  for  the  Lyric. 
This  orchestra  was  rated  as  probably  the 
finest  of  any  such  organizations  in  all  the 
smaller  centers  of  Ontario.  Pursel  was  pro- 
prietor of  a shoe  store  until  he  bought  the 
theatre  35  years  ago.  In  1937  he  sold  the 
house  to  the  Allens  but  continued  as  mana- 
ger until  his  death.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  and  was  the  sec- 
ond to  die  within  a few  days,  the  other  death 
being  that  of  Fred  Leduc,  Sovereign  Films 
executive  in  Montreal. 

Pursel  is  survived  by  his  wife  Bessie,  and 
a brother  Harry  A.,  who  is  also  a resident  of 
Simcoe.  The  funeral  was  held  March  12. 


Roland  Roberts,  Retired  Manager, 

Dies  at  Toronto  After  Long  Illness 

TORONTO — Roland  Roberts,  65,  a retired 
theatre  manager,  died  here  after  a lengthy 
illness,  to  mark  the  passing  of  another  repre- 
sentative of  the  older  generation  of  film 
men.  He  managed  downtown  theatres  both 
here  and  in  Montreal  and  also  had  a theatre 
at  London,  Ont.,  for  a time  and  was  also 
prominent  as  a musician  and  orchestra  con- 
ductor. He  devoted  his  attention  to  music 
in  later  years.  He  came  to  Toronto  from 
England  in  1902. 

Optimist  Speaker  Reports 
British  "Notice"  on  U.S. 

TORONTO — Indicating  a public  interest  in 
the  expansion  of  British  film  interests  in  the 
Dominion  was  an  address  given  before  the 
Optimists  Club  at  Sarnia,  Ont.,  recently  by 
Paul  Frost,  manager  of  the  Sarnia  Park,  a 
unit  of  20th  Century  Theatres  chain  and 
Odeon  competitor. 

Frost  told  of  the  buying  of  theatres  and 
sites  in  Canada  by  the  Nathanson-Rank  or- 
ganization and  said  that  the  establishment 
of  “another  Hollywood”  on  Vancouver  Island, 
British  Columbia,  with  British  money  was 
contemplated. 

Frost  was  quoted  as  saying:  “Britain  now 
has  served  notice  on  the  Americans  that 
British  films  must  play  in  more  of  their 
theatres  or  they  will  open  branches  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  British  films  usually 
have  been  rented  out  by  the  regular  American 
companies  as  a service  but  the  British  are 
not  satisfied  with  the  kind  of  service  they 
are  getting.” 

FPC  Completes  Its  Plans 
For  Edmonton  House 

VANCOUVER — Plans  are  now  completed 
for  a new  Famous  Players  theatre  in  Ed- 
monton, Alberta.  The  house  will  be  located 
on  the  south  side  of  Jasper  Ave.,  and  will  seat 
1,600.  Latest  developments  in  air  condition- 
ing, lighting  and  seats  will  be  utilized.  Ap- 
plication has  been  made  in  Ottawa  for  a 
building  permit.  FPC  already  has  six  the- 
atres in  Edmonton  and  Odeon  circuit  oper- 
ates four  houses  there,  with  plans  for  an- 
other after  the  war. 


Joseph  Cotton  to  Co-star  in  "Duel" 

David  O.  Selznick  has  set  Joseph  Cotton 
for  co-starring  role  of  Jesse  in  “Duel  in  the 
Sun.” 


Ontario  Budget  Seeks 
No  New  Theatre  Taxes 


Theatre  Men  Ask  Shorter 
Government  Shorts 

OTTAWA — Many  exhibitors  are  reported 
to  have  asked  for  a reduction  in  the  length 
of  shorts  produced  by  the  National  Film 
Board  from  two  reels  to  one  so  that  they  can 
be  fitted  more  easily  into  current  programs. 
This  desire  was  brought  out  in  replies  to  i 
questionnaire  sent  out  by  the  board  to  gain 
the  reaction  of  theatre  men  on  government 
film  policy  and  developments. 

Quebec  Moves  io  Set 
Up  Provincial  Radio 

MONTREAL — The  Quebec  government  will 
create  a radio  bureau  to  establish,  possess 
and  operate  a broadcasting  system  to  be 
called  Radio-Quebec,  according  to  the  text 
of  a government  bill  recently  made  public. 

The  bill,  an  act  to  authorize  the  creation 
of  a provincial  broadcasting  service,”  is 
sponsored  by  Premier  Maurice  Duplessis  and 
is  scheduled  for  second  reading  soon. 

The  bureau,  with  its  corporate  seat  in 
Quebec  City  and  offices  throughout  the 
province,  will  be  headed  by  a manager  to 
be  appointed  by  the  government  at  an 
annual  salary  of  $9,000. 

M.  Levis  Plans  a Postwar 
Theatre  at  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

RIDGEWAY,  ONT. — Plans  have  been  pre- 
pared for  erection  of  a theatre  here  after 
the  war  by  M.  Levis,  proprietor  of  the  Park- 
way at  Fort  Erie,  Ont.,  on  the  Canadian  side 
of  the  Niagara  River  opposite  Buffalo. 


New  Perkins  Installations 

TORONTO — The  Perkins  Electric  Co.  here 
has  delivered  new  Vocalite  sound  screens  to 
the  following  Ontario  theatres:  United 
Church  Hall,  Smooth  Rock  Falls;  Jerome 
Community  Club,  Jerome;  Royal  Theatre, 
Long  Branch;  Capitol  Theatre,  Kincardine; 
Gaiety  Theatre,  Collingwood. 


TORONTO — No  new  taxes  or  tax  revision 
were  announced  by  H.  M.  Frost,  provincial 
treasurer,  when  he  submitted  his  annual 
budget  in  the  Ontario  legislature.  As  a re- 
sult the  minds  of  exhibitors  throughout  the 
province  were  eased  after  weeks  of  contem- 
plating the  possible  effect  of  a rumored  re- 
vival of  the  ten  per  cent  amusement  tax. 
Ontario,  therefore,  will  continues  without 
any  form  of  direct  taxation  on  theatre  pa- 
tronage although  the  theatre  owners  are  re- 
quired to  pay  the  20  per  cent  war  tax  on 
grosses  to  the  federal  treasury. 

The  Ontario  government  is  pressing  for  a 
conference  between  heads  of  all  provinces 
and  leaders  of  the  Dominion  government  for 
a discussion  of  taxation  matters,  the  claim 
being  made  that  the  federal  authorities  havi 
encroached  upon  the  constitutional  preserves 
of  the  provincial  governments  under  the  war 
measures  act.  With  the  end  of  the  war  in 
Europe  in  sight,  Ontario  is  obviously  seek- 
ing a return  of  certain  taxation  rights  and 
one  subject  may  be  federal  taxation  on  amuse- 
ments which,  previous  to  four  years  ago,  was 
regarded  as  a provincial  field.  The  Dominion 
has  been  evading  the  desired  conference  for 
many  months  and  this  situation  is  believed  to 
have  been  a factor  in  the  absence  of  tax 
features  in  the  Ontario  budget  announce- 
ments. If  the  federal  authorities  would  modi- 
fy or  drop  the  wartime  amusement  levy,  On- 
tario would  return  to  that  type  of  revenue, 
it  is  believed,  as  hinted  in  a published  feeler 
last  December. 


Bob  Beatiie  on  Short-Wave 

TORONTO — Robert  Beattie,  Hamilton, 
Ont.,  actor  with  an  entertainment  unit  en- 
tertaining armed  forces  in  western  Europe, 
was  heard  here  over  a short  wave  program 
from  Paris  in  describing  the  retreat  of  the 
Nazis  beyond  the  Rhine.  One  of  the  listeners 
was  his  mother,  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Beattie  of 
Hamilton.  After  doing  radio  dramatics  at 
Hamilton  and  studying  at  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Dramatic  Art  in  England,  Beattie  turned 
to  the  screen  and  was  featured  in  “San 
Demetrio,  London”  and  “It  Happened  One 
Sunday.”  The  latter  is  currently  having  its 
Canadian  premiere  here  while  the  former  al- 
ready has  had  many  engagements  across  the 
Dominion. 


LAUNCH  SHOWMEN’S  ORGANIZATION — Officers  and  members  of  the  To- 
ronto Suburban  Managers  Ass’n  recently  attended  an  inaugural  luncheon  of  the 
group  at  the  King  Edward  Hotel,  Toronto.  George  Morrell  of  the  St.  Clair  Theatre 
presided  and  Dan  Krendal,  district  manager  of  Famous  Players,  was  the  speaker. 
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VANCOUVER 

\JTisitors  enjoying  Vancouver’s  recent  balmy 
weather  included  Bill  Kelly,  Calgary  Para- 
mount manager;  Harry  Allen,  general  mana- 
ger of  Producers  Releasing  Corp.,  and  Walter 
Kennedy,  general  manager  of  Sovereign  Films 
16mm  outlet  ...  All  here  on  annual  business 
trips,  busy  checking  local  branches  and  see- 
ing the  trade,  circuit  and  independent  ex- 
hibitors. They  report  business  very  good. 

Odeon  circuit  announces  changes  in  local 
managers.  Tom  Backus  goes  from  the  Kings- 
way  to  the  Oak,  a recent  acquisition;  Johnny 
Bernard  moves  from  the  Rio  to  the  Kingsway, 
and  Robert  Hardy,  former  doorman  at  the 
Park,  takes  charge  of  the  Rio.  All  are  under 
Dave  Griesdorf,  British  Columbia  district 
manager. 

The  Playhouse  Theatre,  the  former  Pan- 
tages  in  Winnipeg,  erected  25  years  ago  at  a 
cost  of  $750,000,  is  once  more  in  the  news. 
The  city,  owner  by  virtue  of  nonpayment  of 
taxes,  is  in  a spot.  Both  Famous  Players  and 
Odeon  are  bidding  for  ownership  and  each 
has  increased  its  purchase  offer.  Local  or- 
ganizations want  the  city  council  to  hold  the 
theatre  for  local  shows,  chiefly  school  dramas, 
clubs,  etc.  . . . The  old  roadshow  house,  the 
Walker,  was  recently  taken  over  by  Henry 
Morton  and  at  present  is  closed  down.  The 
Orpheum,  owned  by  FPC  and  handed  over  to 
the  soldiers  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  was 
never  wired  for  sound.  Looks  as  if  Winnipeg 
is  to  be  overseated  if  all  these  theatres  open 
after  the  war. 

Herb  Call,  who  left  Columbia  here  to  man- 
age their  Calgary  office,  wishes  he  was  back. 
Call  had  his  ears  severely  frozen  on  a re- 
cent trip  to  Peace  River. 

Burma  Grieg,  formerly  with  Regal  Films, 
is  the  new  cashier  at  Sovereign  Films  local 
office  under  Freddy  Stone  . . . Alex  Philip, 
widely  known  as  the  owner  of  Rainbow  Lodge 
up  the  lake  from  Vancouver,  is  here  and  the 
local  boys  are  showing  him  the  town  in  a 
big  way.  Most  of  the  film  gang  spend  their 
summer  holidays  at  the  lodge. 

The  recent  withdrawal  from  distribution  of 
the  National  Film  Board  short,  “Balkan 
Powder  Keg,”  was  criticized  editorially  by 
the  Daily  Star  which  stated,  “This  film  should 
be  put  back  in  circulation,  and,  furthermore, 
should  never  have  been  withdrawn.” 

The  Canadian  Grenadiers,  world  famous 
military  band,  will  represent  the  Dominion 
in  Andrew  Stone’s  filmusical,  “Pan-Ameri- 
can Sensations  of  1946.”  The  musical  will 
combine  theatrical  talent  of  both  North  and 
South  America. 

Odeon  circuit  is  out  to  make  showgoers 
Odeon,  conscious,  changing  the  names  of  six 
British  Columbia  house  to  “Odeon”  in  place 
of  Gem,  Rialto  and  other  names  . . . Ronald 
Colman  offered  his  services  to  the  WAC  for 
“The  All-Star  Bond  Rally,”  which  20th-Fox 
is  producing  for  the  Canadian  government’s 
Eighth  Victory  Loan.  Colman  will  explain 
the  reasons  for  buying  bonds  and  holding 
them,  using  as  his  theme  “To  Have  and  to 
Hold.”  The  subject  will  be  in  two  reels. 


To  Feature  in  "The  Blue  Dahlia" 

Doris  Dowling  is  slated  for  a feature  spot 
in  Paramount’s  “The  Blue  Dahlia.” 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


The  "Bell"  Premieres 
Before  Canadians 

TORONTO— “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls” 
finally  reached  the  Canadian  screen  pre- 
miere at  Shea’s  before  crowds  of  near-record 
proportions.  At  least  one  local  reviewer  greet- 
ed it  with  half-hearted  praise.  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not”  had  a nice  second  week  at 
the  Imperial  while  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis” 
continued  attractive  at  Loew’s  Yonge  Street 
for  a fourth  week.  “Sudan”  was  steady  at 
Loew's  Uptown. 

(Average  is  100) 

Eglinton — Road  to  Singapore  (Para);  The  Great 

McGinty  (Para),  reissues 85 

Imperial — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

2nd  wk.  95 

Loew's — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 90 

Shea's — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 140 

Tivoli — Together  Again  (Col);  Stars  on  Parade 

(Col)  90 

Upicwn — Sudan  (Univ)  95 

Vancouver  Grosses  High; 

"Have  Not"  at  the  Top 

VANCOUVER — Business  held  up  well.  The 
romancing  of  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Lauren 
Bacall  had  ’em  flocking  to  the  Orpheum  for 
“To  Have  and  Have  Not,”  which  held  over. 
Another  over  par  was  the  Strand  with  a nice 
twin  bill  of  “Fighting  Lady”  and  “Sunday 
Dinner  for  a Soldier.”  A big  disappointment 
was  “Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  at  the  Capitol,” 
running  one  week  only.  The  Plaza  held  “Dark 
Waters”  and  “Night  Club  Girl”  for  a second 
week. 

Beacon — The  Unwritten  Code  (Col);  One  Inch  From 

Victory  (PRC),  plus  stage  show Average 

Capitol — Keys  of  the  Kingdom 

(20th-Fox)  Below  average 

Dominion — Mrs.  Parkington  (M-G-M);  Falcon  in 

Hollywood  (RKO)  Good 

Orpheum — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) Very  big 

Plaza — Dark  Waters  (UA);  Night  Club  Girl 

(Univ)  Very  good 

Strand — Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox);  Sunday  Din- 
ner for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox) Good 

Vogue — Can’t  Help  Singing  (Univ),  2nd  wk Good 


Revival  Passed  By  as  Patrons  Go 
Shopping  at  Calgary  Theatres 

CALGARY- — Movie  fans  here  have  defi- 
nitely reverted  to  shopping  for  pictures  with 
the  result  that  business  last  week  was  spotty. 
Good  attraction  definitely  means  capacity  at 
present.  The  days  of  revivals  are  evidently 
passing,  the  fans  being  keen  for  new  product. 
“Maytime”  was  revived  at  Palace  where  oth- 
ers of  the  same  did  hefty  business  last  year. 
But  “Maytime”  was  pulled  in  three  days. 
Good  advance  publicity  got  “The  Bell  Tolls” 
off  to  standout  start  with  every  prospect  of 
a holdover.  On  the  whole  boxoffice  reports 
were  excellent. 

Capitol — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) Very  good 


Grand — Suspect  (Univ)  Very  good 

Palace — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep); 

Falcon  in  Hollywood  (RKO) - Good 


“Keys  of  the  Kingdom"  Is  Best 
In  Good  Montreal  Week 

MONTREAL — Better  than  normal  Lenten 
business  was  done  in  the  first  run  houses, 
with  an  exceptional  attendance  at  Loew’s 
where  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom”  was  held 
over.  Second  week  of  “Thirty  Seconds  Over 
Tokyo”  continued  in  favor  at  the  Palace. 

Capitol — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO);  My  Pal 


Wolf  (RKO)  ....Pretty  good 

Loew's — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom 

(20th-Fox)  Very  good 

Orpheum — La  Rue  Oubliee  (Back  Street) 

(WB)  2nd  wk. 

Palace — Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk Kept  up  well 

Princess — Dead  Man's  Eyes  (Univ);  Babes  on 
Swing  Street  (Univ)  Quite  fair 


O'Keefe  a Lead  in  "Monte  Cristo" 

William  Goetz  has  signed  Dennis  O'Keefe 
for  the  male  lead  in  “Countess  of  Monte 
Cristo,”  an  International  Pictures  Techni- 
color production. 


ST.  JOHN 


Dortia  White,  Halifax  colored  contralto, 
makes  her  first  screen  appearance  in  a 
short  now  in  the  works  at  National  Film 
Board  studios  in  Ottawa.  She  sings  three 
numbers. 

Mitchell  Franklin,  St.  John  theatre  man, 
says  it  was  “beginner’s  luck”  that  netted  him 
$4,500  profit  on  his  first  real  estate  deal.  He 
bought  a building  for  $5,500  and  sold  it  to 
one  of  the  tenants  for  $10,000  within  a fort- 
night. After  Franklin  had  made  a verbal 
deal  for  the  parcel,  but  before  it  had  been 
put  in  writing,  the  agent,  G.  Percy  Leonard, 
received  a higher  offer.  But  the  agent  quali- 
fied for  a medal  of  some  kind  by  refusing 
to  break  his  unwritten  word  with  Franklin. 

Two  Canadian  regional  distribution  mana- 
gers are  right  at  home  in  selling  to  New- 
foundland theatres.  For  many  years  Pat 
Hogan,  branch  manager  for  Paramount  at 
St.  John,  was  the  only  Newfoundlander  pilot- 
ing a Canadian  exchange.  The  other  is 
Grattan  Kiely,  recently  named  chief  of  the 
Montreal  branch  of  Warners.  Both  Hogan 
and  Kiely  have  exhibiting  backgrounds. 
Hogan  has  been  interested  in  the  manage- 
ment of  several  Newfoundland  houses,  and 
his  brother  and  sister  have  been  St.  John’s 
theatre  managers.  Kiely  is  a son  of  Jack 
Kiely,  for  over  35  years  operating  theatres 
at  St.  John’s. 

Famous  Players  has  transferred  Bob  Har- 
vey from  the  Sydney  Vogue,  where  he  has 
been  manager  about  two  years,  to  Toronto. 
Harvey  has  been  succeeded  at  the  Vogue  by 
Everett  Vail.  The  Vogue  and  Capitol  are 
owned  by  Dan  MacDonald,  Sydney  merchant, 
and  they  are  operated  by  him  in  conjunction 
with  the  FPC.  Before  leaving  Sydney,  Har- 
vey was  farewelled  by  fellow  members  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club.  He  will  be  assigned  to  a 
theatre  in  Ontario  by  FPC  head  offices. 

A morning  show  at  9:45  has  been  intro- 
duced at  the  Halifax  Oxford  since  Odeon 
took  over  from  Famous  Players  recently.  The 
continuous  shows  start  at  1 p.  m.  and  end 
at  11:30  p.  m.,  one  of  the  latest  closings  in 
the  maritimes.  The  new  25-cent  afternoon 
price  for  adults  all  over  the  house  prevails 
until  5 p.  m.  when  the  night  tariff  obtains.  A 
daily  program  is  broadcast  from  a new  Hali- 
fax station  at  1 p.  m.  weekdays.  Under  the 
new  double  bill  policy,  the  times  of  each  pic- 
ture are  stressed  in  the  advertising.  The 
trend  seems  to  be  to  older  films  than  had 
been  shown  under  the  single  bill  policy  in 
force  before  the  change  in  control. 

Under  the  will  of  the  late  Ronnie  Mac- 
adam, owner  of  the  Halifax  Casino,  the  city 
of  Halifax  will  lose  the  right  to  five  paint- 
ings unless  a civic  owned  art  gallery  is  es- 
tablished five  years  after  his  death.  There 
is  still  another  year  for  this  to  run,  but  it  is 
unlikely  the  gallery  will  be  available  until 
after  the  war. 


Change  at  London  Rex 

LONDON,  ONT.- — Manager  Fred  Thompson 
of  the  suburban  Rex  has  announced  a change 
of  policy  to  three  changes  weekly  instead  of 
two.  A similar  change  was  made  recently 
at  the  Elmwood  in  South  London,  taken  over 
several  weeks  ago  by  Sam  Fingold  of  Toronto. 


Loew's  Common  Pays  $1 

MONTREAL — Directors  of  Marcus  Loew’s 
Theatres  have  declared  dividend  of  $1  per 
share  on  the  common  stock  and  the  regular 
quarterly  of  $1.75  per  share  on  the  preferred, 
both  payable  March  31  to  record  March  15. 
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Film  Ed  Opens  Office 
Af431Yonge,  Toronto 

TORONTO — Frank  E.  O’Byrne,  who  re- 
signed recently  as  Ontario  district  manager 
of  Associated  Screen  News,  has  opened  tem- 
porary headquarters  for  the  newly-organized 
Motion  Picture  Instructional  and  Educational 
Films,  Ltd.,  at  431  Yonge  St.,  pending  ar- 
rangements for  permanent  offices  probably 
in  the  new  film  exchange  building  to  be 
erected  under  Nathanson-Rank  auspices. 

The  431  Yonge  St.  building1  also  houses  the 
head  office  of  Microfilm-Microstat,  Ltd.,  one 
of  a group  of  companies  headed  by  Oscar  R. 
Hanson,  who  also  controls  Monogram  Pictures 
of  Canada,  Esquire  Films  (a  British  film 
distributing  company),  Hanson  16mm  Movies, 
and  Sterling  Films. 

No  announcement  is  forthcoming  regarding 
the  site  of  the  proposed  film  studio  of  the 
latest  enterprise  but  it  is  understood  that 
property  close  to  the  northwest  section  of 
Toronto  will  be  adapted  for  the  purpose. 
Eventually  a studio  building  will  be  erected 
to  take  care  of  the  production  of  16mm  and 
35mm  subjects  for  commercial,  industrial 
and  school  purposes. 

Marcus  Loew's  Again  Pays 
$1  on  Its  Common  Shares 

TORONTO — For  the  second  time  in  the 
past  few  months  Marcus  Loew’s  Theatres, 
Toronto,  has  declared  a dividend  on  the 
common  shares  of  the  company  after  passing 
of  payments  for  upward  of  15  years.  The 
company,  which  operates  the  Yonge  Street 
and  Uptown  here,  is  distributing  $1  a com- 
mon share  March  31  to  stockholders  of 
March  15.  At  the  same  time,  the  regular 
dividend  of  1%  per  cent  on  the  7 per  cent 
preferred  shares  for  the  current  quarter  is 
being  paid  at  the  end  of  March. 

Vancouver  Granted  Right 
To  Tax  Sports  Events 

VANCOUVER — The  British  Columbia  gov- 
ernment gave  Vancouver  permission  last  week 
to  tax  all  sporting  events  a maximum  of  two 
cents  per  seat.  The  original  bill  provided  for 
a percentage  of  the  gross  receipts  to  be  paid 
to  the  athletic  commission.  This  conflicted 
with  wartime  provincial  arrangement  with 
the  federal  government,  and  the  seat  tax  was 
substituted.  The  rate  is  expected  to  be  set 
at  one  cent  a seat.  Race  tracks  were  taxed 
$500  a day  and  racing  folk  threaten  to  halt 
operations  if  the  plan  is  enforced. 

Merchants  Rebel  Against 
"Cuffing"  Bingo  Addicts 

HALIFAX — Local  merchants  recently  have 
been  demanding  that  somebody  do  something 
about  the  nightly  bingo  games  which,  they 
contend,  are  keeping  their  customers  con- 
stantly on  the  cuff. 

The  merchants  say  the  bingo  addicts  drop 
from  $2  to  $20  a night  on  the  games  and  bills 
for  food,  clothing  and  fuel  fall  in  arrears. 


Adopts  a British  Custom 

TORONTO — The  English  custom  of  four 
o’clock  tea  has  been  adopted  here  by  Miss 
Beatrice  Shapiro,  promotion  manager  of  Es- 
quire Films,  at  her  office,  431  Yonge  St.  The 
custom  perhaps  gives  a bit  of  old  country 
atmosphere  to  the  British  films  which  this 
company  handles  in  the  Dominion.  And  an- 
other thing,  the  little  announcement  con- 
cerning “Tea  at  Four”  includes  her  tele- 
phone number  at  her  office  and  not  her 
home! 
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Star  Development  Held  Big  Factor 
In  Universal's  Eight-Year  Gain 


MONTREAL — Empire-Universal  Films  has 
made  a “Report  to  the  Public”  on  Universal 
Pictures  Co.,  whose  film  it  distributes  in 
Canada,  summarizing  eight  consecutive  years 
of  increased  patronage. 

“Universal’s  program  for  developing  new 
star  personalities  continues  to  meet  with  suc- 
cess,” the  report  declared.  “Universal  has 
49  players  under  contract,  including  some  of 
the  biggest  boxoffice  names  in  motion  pic- 
tures. Most  of  them  are  the  product  of  its 
star  development  program. 

“Universal  has  been  fortunate  in  develop- 
ing such  top-ranking  stars  as  Deanna  Dur- 
bin, who  eight  years  ago  was  an  unknown 
young  singer;  Abbott  and  Costello,  a night 
club  act  that  has  become  the  nation’s  most 
popular  comedy  team;  Maria  Montez,  who 
from  a role  in  a minor  western  picture  has 
blossomed  into  a top  drawing  card  at  the 
nation’s  boxoffices,  and  Donald  O’Connor,  an 
engaging  youngster  who  has  become  a favorite 
of  young  and  old  alike. 

Others  Under  Contract 

“In  addition,  Universal  has  under  con- 
tract a number  of  other  stars  of  proved 
boxoffice  value  developed  through  this  pro- 
gram. These  include  Susanna  Foster,  now 
starred  in  ‘Frisco  Sal’;  Turhan  Bey,  who 
will  appear  opposite  Maria  Montez  in  ‘Sudan’; 
Ella  Raines,  featured  in  ‘The  Suspect’  and 
Robert  Paige,  who  has  scored  a hit  oppo- 
site Deanna  Durbin  in  ‘Can’t  Help  Singing.’ 
Then  there  are  Ann  Blyth,  David  Bruce, 
Louise  Allbritton  and  Peggy  Ryan  . . . On 
the  horizon  are  other  personalities  who  give 
promise  of  going  far.  Yvonne  De  Carlo,  an 
unknown  chosen  from  thousands  of  girls  in 
a nationwide  search  for  the  lead  in  ‘Salome, 
Where  She  Danced,’  is  one.  Another  is  Rod 
Cameron,  who,  rising  from  roles  in  minor 
western  pictures,  now  has  a leading  part  in 
the  same  motion  picture.  Still  another  is 
Charles  Korvin,  who  has  already  ‘clicked’ 
in  his  first  starring  picture,  ‘Enter  Arsene 
Lupin.’ 

“Reflecting  the  entertainment  value  of  Uni- 
versal productions,  the  drawing  power  of  its 
stars  and  the  favorable  market  for  motion 
pictures,  rentals  and  other  income  from 
operations  increased  to  $51,561,504  in  the 
fiscal  year  ended  Oct.  28,  1944,  the  largest 
amount  in  the  history  of  the  company.  This 
compares  with  $46,478,527  in  preceding  fiscal 
year. 

Net  Earnings  of  $5.15  a Share 

“Net  earnings,  after  provision  for  federal 
income  and  excess  profits  taxes  of  $7,847,900 


Canada  Now  Has  Its 
Radio  City  Music  Hall 

Toronto — Canada  has  a “Radio  City 
Music  Hall”  at  last.  And  it  remained  for 
Americans  to  create  the  theatre  classic,  at 
least  a small  imitation  of  the  real  thing, 
in  the  Dominion.  The  new  theatre  is 
actually  a made-over  military  hut  which 
has  been  constructed  at  an  air  training 
station  of  the  air  force  at  Clinton,  Ont., 
which  is  manned  entirely  by  officers  and 
men  of  the  U.S.  army  air  corps. 

Clinton’s  Radio  City  Music  Hall  has  a 
capacity  of  500  including  the  perches  in 
the  rafters.  Most  of  the  equipment  was 
devised  and  improvised  by  air  force  per- 
sonnel because  of  the  dearth  of  standard 
supplies.  When  the  place  was  finished, 
the  airmen  had  only  one  name  for  it, 
Radio  City  Music  Hall. 


aggregate  $3,412,701,  equivalent  to  $5.15  a 
share  on  the  number  of  shares  of  stock  out- 
standing at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  This 
compares  with  $3,759,968  in  the  preceding 
fiscal  year. 

“Net  working  capital  was  further  strength- 
ened, the  total  increasing  from  $16,094,906 
to  $18,798,687.  The  ratio  of  current  and  work- 
ing assets  to  current  liabilities  was  2.84  to  1. 

“The  company’s  capital  structure  was 
strengthened  and  simplified  during  the  past 
year  as  a result  of  the  sale  of  $7,500,000  of 
3%  per  cent  debentures,  due  March  1,  1956. 
The  proceeds  from  the  sale  were  used  to 
retire  the  company’s  outstanding  bank  loans 
and  its  five  per  cent  convertible  debentures, 
due  1950. 

Taxes  Totaled  $14.55  a Share 

“Taxes  of  all  kinds  on  a world-wide  basis 
totaled  $9,639,542  for  the  year.  This  was 
equivalent  to  $14.55  per  share  of  stock. 

“Last  year  the  payment  of  dividends  was 
placed  on  a quarterly  basis,  the  company 
paying  a total  of  $2  per  share  for  the  year. 
Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  it  has  de- 
clared another  quarterly  dividend  of  50  cents 
per  share,  payable  Jan.  31,  1945. 

“Universal  has  continued  to  place  service 
to  the  nation  in  the  war  effort  as  a fore- 
most consideration  in  its  activities.  Through 
the  War  Activities  Committee  of  the  in- 
dustry, it  has  contributed,  without  cost,  2,021 
16mm  prints  of  feature  pictures  and  1,275 
prints  of  short  subjects  to  the  army  for 
showing  to  troops  abroad.” 

Odeon  Office  Waits  Return 
Of  Architect  J.  English 

TORONTO — The  early  return  of  Jay  I.  Eng- 
lish, Odeon  Theatres  architect,  from  a visit 
of  several  weeks  in  England  was  being  await- 
ed at  the  company  headquarters  here.  His 
trip  is  regarded  as  another  step  in  the  ex- 
pansion plans  of  the  chain  in  the  Dominion. 

English,  long  experienced  in  theatre  de- 
sign and  creator  of  numerous  handsome 
structures  in  various  parts  of  Canada,  made 
the  trip  across  the  Atlantic  to  check  on  the 
style  of  British  Odeon  houses,  and  is  under- 
stood to  have  dealt  with  the  prospective 
arrangements  for  securing  of  operating  equip- 
ment and  structural  fitments  from  England 
which  may  not  be  readily  available  from  the 
U.S.  immediately  after  the  lifting  of  wartime 
restrictions  on  production  and  distribution. 

English  was  associated  with  Famous  Play- 
ers in  the  years  when  the  late  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son  directed  its  affairs  and  followed  him  to 
the  Canadian  Odeon  organization.  In  re- 
cent years  English  has  traveled  both  to  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts  to  supervise  con- 
struction and  important  remodeling  projects. 

Odeon  Buys  Its  28th  Unit 
In  British  Columbia  Area 

TORONTO — Odeon’s  head  office  announces 
purchase  of  the  Oak  at  Burnaby,  B.  C„  seat- 
ing 755  persons,  from  A.  Digney  of  that 
place.  This  makes  the  28th  theatre  for  the 
Odeon  chain  in  British  Columbia. 


Russian  Bill  Profitable 

HAMILTON,  ONT.  — Odeon’s  Savoy  here 
enjoyed  considerable  boxoffice  success  with 
the  combination  of  a Russian  picture  with  a 
Ukrainian  stage  show  for  one  week.  The 
screen  feature  was  “Adventure  in  Bokhara.” 
“And  Now  Tomorrow”  was  good  enough  for 
a three-week  engagement  at  the  Century,  lo- 
cal FPC  unit. 
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por  the  first  time  the  “Odeon”  is  making 
^ its  appearance  in  amusement  advertise- 
ments in  Montreal  newspapers  by  the  the- 
atres which  formerly  were  described  as  “Su- 
perior Theatres.”  Odeon,  which  bought  the 
Superior  chain,  runs  a list  of  the  attractions 
under  the  heading  “Odeon  Theatre  Guide.” 
The  theatres  listed  are  the  Kent,  Villeray, 
Verdun  Palace,  Beaubien,  Electra,  Midway, 
Perron  and  Rex,  the  last  named  located  in 
St.  Jerome,  Que.,  and  the  others  all  in  Mon- 
treal or  suburbs.  The  Kent,  which  leads  the 
list,  is  distinguished  by  the  announcement, 
“Free  Parking.” 

“Billy”  Eckstein,  a favorite  Montreal  pianist 
for  more  than  35  years,  who  presided  at  the 
piano  in  various  uptown  theatres  in  the  silent 
film  days,  and  who  has  been  achieving  fame 
as  a composer,  has  written  words  and  music 
for  a song  to  be  used  in  the  Eighth  Victory 
Loan  campaign.  His  song,  “Lest  You  Forget,” 
was  used  in  loan  drives  during  the  first  world 
war. 

Elissa  Landi  broadcast  in  French  from  St. 
Stanislaus  Hall  as  star  of  the  Lux  Radio 
Theatre  Francais  . . . Louis  Applebaum, 
Canadian  composer,  has  been  signed  in  Holly- 
wood to  collaborate  with  Ann  Ronell  on  the 
score  of  United  Artists  “Story  of  G.I.  Joe,” 
Applebaum  is  a member  of  the  National  Film 
Board  staff  at  Ottawa.  He  wrote  the  score 
for  the  Lester  Cowan  film,  “Tomorrow  the 
World,”  and  first  won  acclaim  for  his  work 
on  “Action  Stations,”  Canadian  documentary 
film  of  corvettes  in  action. 

Lucio  Agostini,  whom  local  filmgoers  of  a 
generation  ago  recall  as  leader  of  the  or- 
chestra at  the  Palace,  has,  with  Fletcher 
Markle,  written  the  music  for  the  CBC  mu- 
sical comedy,  “Wonderful  Charlie,”  broad- 
cast over  the  Trans-Canada  network  . . . 
With  the  gardening  season  about  to  open, 
horticultural  societies  are  employing  films 
to  stimulate  interest  of  their  members.  Two 
such  films  shown  locally  are  “How  to  Plant 
a Victory  Garden”  and  “The  Care  of  Your 
Victory  Garden.” 

“The  Great  Mr.  Handel”  was  given  a pri- 
vate screening  at  the  Centre  Theatre,  Ottawa, 
for  film  people,  representatives  of  musical 
organizations  and  film  convenors  of  the  Im- 
perial Order  of  Daughters  of  the  Empire, 
some  of  them  from  Montreal.  The  film,  in 
Technicolor,  is  the  product  of  a British  stu- 
dio. Wilfrid  Lawson  takes  the  part  of  Handel 
and  Elizabeth  Allan  that  of  his  friend,  Mrs. 
Cibber,  but,  according  to  a critic  present, 
“Hay  Petrie,  as  Handel’s  Scots  manservant, 
nearly  steals  the  film.” 


Add  Five  to  the  Cast  of  “Trouble" 

Gloria  Marlen,  Barbara  Pepper,  Emmett 
Lynn,  Wheeler  Oakman  and  Jack  Chefe  have 
been  added  to  the  cast  of  Monogram’s  “Here 
Comes  Trouble.” 


CALGARY 

\Jt7alter  Kennedy,  Canadian  general  mana- 

T ger,  and  Joe  de  Vries,  western  manager 
of  Sovereign  Films  16mm  distributor,  were 
in  town.  They  report  increasing  business. 

S.  C.  Onerheim,  operating  the  theatre  at 
Looseland  in  Saskatchewan,  was  seen  along 
Filmrow  buying  and  booking. 

James  Melton,  radio  and  concert  singer, 
made  a hit  here  in  a one-night  concert  at 
the  Grand.  The  audience  liked  both  his  per- 
sonality and  his  singing.  Seemed  like  screen 
material. 


Black,  Famed  British 
Producer,  Dies  at  54 

MONTREAL — Word  has  been  received  here 
of  the  death  in  London  of  George  Black,  54, 
one  of  Britain’s  best-known  theatrical  pro- 
ducers and  directors. 

Son  of  a theatre  property  master,  Black 
was  born  in  Birmingham  and  left  school  at 
11  to  join  his  father  in  the  film  industry. 
They  established  the  first  permanent  motion 
picture  theatres  in  Britain. 

Black  went  to  London  in  1928  and  was  ap- 
pointed director  and  general  manager  of  the 
General  Theatre  Corp.  He  controlled  many 
outstanding  London  theatres,  including  the 
famed  Palladium.  In  1938  he  became  joint 
managing  director  of  the  Moss  Empire  The- 
atres. 


Chevalier  Films  Back 

OTTAWA  — Maurice  Chevalier’s  French 
language  films  have  returned  to  favor  even 
though  they  are  now  on  the  antiquated  side. 
The  Rideau  in  Ottawa  recently  played 
“L’Amour  Guide”  and  played  up  the  name  of 
Chevalier  in  type  as  large  as  the  title  of  the 
picture  and  the  audience  response  was 
healthy. 


TORONTO 


general  managers  of  the  film  companies 
have  been  away.  Ralph  Clark  of  War- 
ners was  in  New  York  for  a conference  of 
district  managers  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 
Alf  Perry  of  Empire-Universal  and  Sydney 
Samson  returned  from  the  Pacific  coast.  Ray 
Lewis  of  Alliance  Films,  in  New  York  sev- 
eral weeks,  and  Gordon  Lightstone  of  Para- 
mount Film  Service,  also  there,  have  re- 
turned. 

These  managerial  shifts  have  been  made 
by  FPC.  Bob  Harvey,  Vogue  at  Sydney, 
N.  S.,  transferred  to  the  Brant  at  Brantford, 
Ont.,  succeeding  Walter  Dunbar  who  has  gone 
into  another  line  of  business;  Irene  Storey, 
assistant  to  Marc  Hirsch  at  the  Toronto 
Eglinton,  has  gone  to  the  Tivoli  downtown 
where  Leon  Bishop  is  manager;  Eunice 
Sneath,  formerly  of  the  College,  has  suc- 
ceeded Miss  Storey  at  the  Eglinton. 

After  being  laid  up  for  a year  with  a 
broken  hip,  H.  S.  Dahn,  Odeon  supervisor 
at  Hamilton,  finally  was  able  to  make  a busi- 
ness trip  to  headquarters  here  . . . The  film 
fraternity  extended  sincere  condolences  to 
F.  A.  Tomlin,  manager  of  the  telegraph  of- 
fice in  the  Toronto  Film  Bldg,  on  the  death 
of  his  father  at  the  family  residence  near 
Lindsay. 

Mollie  Main,  secretary  to  General  Manager 
Harry  Kaufman  of  Monogram,  has  an- 
nounced her  engagement  to  Cpl.  Ronald  Sea- 
brook  who  has  returned  from  Italy  where 
he  was  wounded  and  received  a military 
medal  and  oak  leaf.  Serving  with  Seabrook 
in  the  overseas  forces  was  Neil  Main  who 
was  with  Associated  Theatres  here  before 
enlisting.  Main  is  still  in  Italy  . . . Pearl 
Wayne,  also  with  Monogram,  recently  mar- 
ried David  Surdin  . . . Miss  Ruth  Offstein 
of  Hanson  16mm  Movies  is  showing  a dia- 
mond solitaire  on  the  special  finger. 

Morris  Rittenberg,  formerly  with  Indepen- 
dent Poster  Exchange,  has  become  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  Garden 
and  Orpheum,  neighborhood  theatres  . . . 
James  Powis,  20th-Fox  booker,  reports  the 
death  of  his  mother,  88. 


OTTAWA 


\X7'ord  has  been  received  by  the  former  Violet 
Harris  that  her  husband,  Sgt.  Edward 
Goyette,  assistant  manager  of  the  Rideau, 
has  been  wounded  on  the  western  front  in- 
side Germany.  He  has  been  in  the  Canadian 
army  four  years  and  was  the  second  member 
of  the  family  to  receive  wounds  within  a 
week,  the  other  being  Albert  Mack,  a nephew 
in  Ottawa.  Eddie’s  brother  Robert  also  is 
overseas  with  the  Canadian  forces. 

Myriam  Heyne,  19-year-old  daughter  of 
Maurice  Heyne,  Belgian  charge  d’affairs, 
has  been  signed  by  Films  Mundiales,  Mexico 
City,  to  appear  in  three  pictures,  one  each 
in  Spanish,  English  and  French.  She  is  al- 
ready in  Mexico. 

“The  Great  Mr.  Handel”  was  given  a pri- 
vate screening  Saturday  morning  in  the 
Centre  before  an  audience  of  invited  guests 
prior  to  its  opening  there.  The  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  Manager  Gordon  Beavis. 
Representatives  of  musical  organizations, 
clergymen  and  officers  of  the  Imperial  Order 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  Empire  were  among 
those  present. 

The  Philharmonic  Society  gave  a concert 
in  the  Capitol  Wednesday  night  last  week 
before  an  enthusiastic  audience  . . . The- 
atre managers  have  been  advised  that  or- 
ganizations other  than  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross  are  not  to  be  granted  permission  to 
take  up  collections  from  audiences  for  the 
Red  Cross  fund  in  the  current  campaign. 
Such  collections  are  to  be  made  by  Red  Cross 
members  and  not  by  those  associated  with 
other  societies. 

John  Grierson,  NFB  commissioner,  has  been 
named  a director  of  Encyclopedia  Britannica 
Films,  it  is  announced  . . . The  condition 
of  J.  T.  Moxley,  veteran  Ottawa  theatre  man- 
ager, recently  in  charge  of  the  Westboro,  is 
reported  to  be  unchanged.  He  is  not  expect- 
ed to  return  to  active  duties. 

Second  Run  Price  Row 
Ties  Up  Halifax  Trade 

ST.  JOHN — Nonclearance  of  second  runs  at 
the  Oxford,  Halifax,  is  reported  as  the  cause 
of  an  impasse  in  distribution  and  exhibition 
in  that  zone.  Subsequent  runs  have  been  tied 
up  by  the  failure  to  clear  the  second  runs. 

Background  to  the  congestion  is  reported 
as  the  refusal  of  Odeon-Rank’s  Abe  Garson 
to  continue  to  pay  the  prices  for  second  runs 
at  the  Oxford  which  had  been  contracted  for 
by  Famous  Players  before  the  expiration  of 
their  lease  on  the  house.  Instead  of  con- 
tinuing with  the  second  runs  the  Oxford 
has  been  using  pictures  which  have  gone 
through  the  subsequent  runs,  and  at  corre- 
spondingly low  prices.  According  to  insiders, 
all  of  the  distribution  units  except  Warners 
have  declined  to  supply  the  Oxford. 

Theatres  using  third  and  fourth  runs  and 
not  wishing  to  pay  the  higher  rates  for  the 
second  runs  are  reported  at  the  bottom  of 
the  supply  barrel.  Reported  vitally  affected 
were  the  Family  and  Community,  operated 
by  Franklin  & Herschorn;  Gaiety,  M.  E. 
Walker;  Empire,  Demerson  & Vassis;  Garrick, 
Famous  Players,  as  well  as  the  Mayfair  and 
Dundas  of  the  F&H  chain  in  Dartmouth. 
Affected  exhibitors  are  taking  action  to  pro- 
tect themselves  and  assure  a supply  of  the 
subsequent  runs.  Easing  of  the  situation  is 
expected  very  soon,  with  some  exhibitors 
very  close  to  the  end  of  the  line. 


Scott  McKay  to  “Duel  in  the  Sun" 

United  Artists  has  handed  Scott  McKay  an 
important  role  in  David  O.  Selznick’s  “Duel 
in  the  Sun.” 
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SELLIMflTS 

Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


Simplifying  Midnight  Closing  Operation— 

Single  Bill  Weekends 
Adopted  for  Curfew 


SHICKSHINNY  INTERESTED  — This 
group  in  Pennsylvania  town  of  Shick- 
shinny,  made  famous  through  the  Warner 
ads  on  “Hollywood  Canteen,”  reads  a 
press  sheet.  Left  to  right:  Burgess  Wil- 
liam Curwood,  manager;  Edgar  B.  Scott, 
of  the  local  chamber  of  commerce;  Mrs. 
Maude  K.  Adkins,  editor  and  publisher  of 
the  Mountain  Echo,  and  Bob  Schmidt, 
owner  of  the  Center  Theatre.  The  pic- 
ture opens  there  April  5,  and  the  burgess 
has  proclaimed  a half  holiday. 


USO  Sponsors  a "Tokyo" 
Service  Men's  Contest 

MERIDEN,  CONN. — For  “Thirty  Seconds 
Over  Tokyo”  at  the  Palace,  Mollie  Stickles 
arranged  for  the  local  USO  to  serve  as  co- 
sponsors of  a contest  for  service  men.  Guest 
tickets  were  awarded  to  service  men  and  their 
guests  who  submitted  the  longest,  correct  lists 
of  the  types  of  planes  which  were  placed  on 
exhibition  in  the  recreation  rooms  of  the  local 
YMCA. 

The  Meriden  Journal  used  a photo  and 
feature  story  on  Bob  Considine,  with  full 
credits.  A special  screening  was  presented  for 
sports  and  news  editors  of  the  Journal  and 
Record. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Meriden 
high  school,  copies  of  the  book  were  made 
available  to  all  students  and  notices  were 
posted  on  the  bulletin  boards.  School  offi- 
cials also  okayed  the  use  of  22x28  posters  on 
all  tables  in  the  school  library  on  the  book 

Letter  Contest  on  Powell 
Role  for  "My  Sweet" 

CINCINNATI — A prize  letter  contest,  In 
which  patrons  were  to  give  their  viewpoints 
on  Dick  Powell  in  a tough  character  role, 
was  run  at  the  Palace  in  conjunction  with 
“Murder,  My  Sweet.”  Awards  of  $25,  $10  and 
$5  in  war  bonds  and  stamps  were  offered. 
Letters  were  to  be  forwarded  to  Dick  Powell, 
who  was  to  personally  judge  the  winners. 


LOS  ANGELES— In  an  effort  to  simplify 
operations  under  the  midnight  curfew  edict, 
Fox  West  Coast’s  southern  California  division, 
headed  by  Andy  Krappman,  has  changed  to 
single  bill  weekends  in  its  principal  theatres. 

To  solicit  the  public’s  cooperation,  the  cir- 
cuit has  prepared  two  trailers,  one  which 
requests  patrons  to  attend  shows  during  the 
week,  leaving  more  seats  available  for  war 
workers  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  and  the 
other  to  familiarize  audiences  with  the  new 
setup  necessitated  by  the  curfew  regulation. 

Powell  and  Pressburger 
In  for  "Blimp"  Opening 

NEW  YORK— Michael  Powell  and  Emeric 
Pressburger,  English  writing-producing  team, 
arrived  to  attend  the  premiere  at  the  Gotham 
Theatre  of  “Colonel  Blimp”  and  to  begin 
work  on  their  next  film,  “A  Matter  of  Life 
and  Death.”  “Blimp”  will  follow  the  current 
attraction,  “Mr.  Emmanuel,”  into  the  Gotham. 

Powell  and  Pressburger  expect  to  complete 
their  screen  treatment  of  “Life  and  Death” 
after  making  a tour  of  Washington,  Boston 
and  Philadelphia  for  on-the-scene  material. 
Locale  of  the  film  is  the  United  States, 
England  and  heaven. 

The  English  film  men  made  a previous  trip 
to  this  country  to  gather  material  for  “The 
Invaders.”  Actual  shooting  on  their  latest 
production  is  scheduled  for  June  at  the  D&P 
studios,  Denham,  England. 


The  Suburban  Movie  Menu 
Starts  in  Queen  City  Paper 

CINCINNATI— A theatre  page  feature  has 
been  inaugurated  by  the  Times-Star,  dubbed 
“Suburban  Movie  Menu,”  to  more  easily  ac- 
quaint suburban  patrons  of  film  showings  in 
their  neighborhood  houses.  Small  type  un- 
der alphabetical  headings  have  been  discon- 
tinued; instead,  names  appear  alphabetically 
in  identical  large  type  under  the  Menu. 

Advertising  Veers 
From  War  Activity 

TORONTO — Canadian  theatre  advertising 
is  veering  away  from  wartime  activities.  For 
example  is  the  announcement  of  afternoon 
performances  as  “housewives  matinees” 
whereas,  only  a comparatively  short  time 
ago,  there  was  featured  “war  workers  mati- 
nees” to  catch  employes  of  munition  plants 
in  their  off-shift  hours.  The  change  indi- 
cates that  women  engaged  in  war  jobs  are 
now  going  back  to  normal  housework. 

One  of  the  latest  to  adopt  the  “housewives 
matinee”  is  Joe  Paul,  manager  of  the  Com- 
munity at  Welland,  Ont.,  which  has  been 
very  busy  with  war  orders  the  past  four  years. 
Another  was  Frank  Fera,  proprietor  of  the 
Rio  at  Sudbury,  the  firm  which  produces  the 
world’s  largest  nickel  ore  supply. 


OLD  WORLD  THEATRE — K.  L.  Richards,  assistant  manager  of  the  Cameo  at 
Akron,  Ohio,  forwarded  this  photo  of  a motion  picture  theatre  in  Iran.  Richards 
received  it  from  Sgt.  Robert  Richardson,  former  Cameo  employe  on  duty  on  the 
Persian  front.  Note  that  there  are  plenty  of  signs  out  front  telling  the  Iranians 
about  current  attractions. 
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Curfew  Cartoons 
Promote  "To  Have" 


Premiere  Campaign  on  "Tree"  Strong 
On  Radio  and  Transport  Tieups 


NEW  YORK — A comprehensive  advertising, 
publicity  and  exploitation  campaign  for  “A 
Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  by  the  staff  under 
the  direction  of  Hal  Horne  is  making  the 
film  one  of  20th-Fox’s  strongest  grosses  in 
its  current  engagements. 

The  local  run  of  the  picture  at  the  Roxy 
was  record-breaking,  despite  the  enforcement 
of  the  curfew  regulations.  The  campaign 
was  supervised  by  Jules  Fields,  publicity 
manager,  and  Rodney  Bush,  exploitation 
manager. 

The  national  newspaper  campaign  was  han- 
dled by  Charles  Schlaifer,  assistant  director 
of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploitation. 
In  addition,  50  ads  in  national  and  fan 
magazines  with  a combined  circulation  of 
80,000,000  were  carried.  A full-page  color  ad 
in  the  Sunday  News  four  days  prior  to  the 
opening  at  the  Roxy  tied  in  with  the  front 
cover  of  the  magazine  supplement,  which 
carried  a picture  of  Dorothy  McGuire.  Posters 
advertising  the  cover  were  carried  by  150 
News  trucks  for  a week. 

A special  drive  in  local  foreign  newspapers 
netted  picture  spreads  and  stories  in  about 
60  foreign  language  dailies  and  weeklies. 

Radio  has  been  used  extensively,  both  in 
spot  announcements  and  in  plugs  on  na- 
tional and  regional  programs.  By  opening 
day,  a total  of  64  programs  were  obtained. 

The  outdoor  advertising  campaign  blank- 
eted the  entire  city  before  the  opening  at 
the  Roxy,  and  all  means  of  public  transpor- 
tation carried  display  cards.  Book  tieups  were 
important,  and  a fashion  display  consisting 
of  five  windows  at  Saks-Fifth  Avenue  was 
devoted  to  the  picture. 

Close  Relationship  With 
Newspapers  Necessary 

“Manpower  and  the  power  of  the  press  go 
together,  these  wartimes,  especially,”  com- 
ments Par,  National  Theatres  publication,  in 
a recent  issue. 

“Demonstrating  the  value  of  keeping  close 
to  your  editor  and  publisher,  Charles  Thall, 
assistant  division  manager  of  northern  Cali- 
fornia, recently  figured  in  the  promotion  of 
a half-page  in  color  in  the  San  Francisco 
Call-Bulletin  donated  in  behalf  of  the  March 
of  Dimes  campaign. 

“The  spread  appeared  on  page  one,  second 
section,  and  illustrated  a story  on  the  inside 
pages  which  included  Fox  West  Coast  cred- 
its, pointing  out  theatres’  part  in  the  Dimes 
collection.” 


BETTER  LATE  THAN— George  Free- 
man of  the  Poli  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
had  arranged  for  an  interview  at  the  the- 
atre between  newsmen  and  Jose  Iturbi 
when  the  latter  arrived  for  a city  audi- 
torium concert,  this  to  tie  in  with  the 
advance  for  “Music  for  Millions.”  Iturbi 
was  late  for  the  appointment,  but  un- 
daunted Freeman  rushed  photographers 
to  the  auditorium  where  Iturbi  went  di- 
rect and  obtained  backstage  photos,  of 
which  the  upper  is  one  (Freeman  and 
Iturbi)  that  made  the  papers. 


Canteen  in  Lobby  Boosts 
"Canteen"  Take  in  K.  C. 

KANSAS  CITY— As  a tiein  with  the  Kan- 
sas City  Canteen  and  the  Royal  Crown  bot- 
tling works,  the  Orpheum  Theatre  set  up  a 
miniature  canteen  in  its  lobby.  The  house 
served  free  drinks  to  all  service  men  dur- 
ing the  run  of  “Hollywood  Canteen.”  Two 
attractive  hostesses  presided  nightly,  serving 
the  men  in  uniform  with  Royal  Crown  sup- 
plied without  charge  by  the  bottling  concern. 

With  the  theatre’s  patrons  including  a 
large  percentage  of  GIs,  the  canteen  did 
plenty  of  “business,”  causing  favorable  com- 
ment and  creating  goodwill.  The  stunt  is 
believed  to  have  attracted  considerable  extra 
patronage  to  the  Orpheum. 


BOSTON — Art  Moger,  Warner  Bros,  pub- 
licist here,  seized  immediately  upon  the  mid- 
night curfew  to  exploit  “To  Have  and  Have 
Not.”  Moger,  who  is  “expert”  amateur  artist 
and  cartoonist,  prepared  a set  of  attractive 
cartoons  which  depicted  the  night  clubs  in 
misery  and  the  average  man  and  woman 
wondering  whether  “he  had  or  had  not”  a 
place  to  go  other  than  home.  The  cartoons 
were  carefully  spotted  around  the  Hub  ad- 
vising people  that  in  order  “to  have”  the 
thing  to  do  was  attend  the  motion  picturp 
theatres,  and  particularly  the  Metropolitan 
in  which  the  Warners  picture  was  being 
played. 

A tiein  was  made  with  Filene’s,  R.  H.  White 
Co.,  the  Continental,  Jordan-Marsh  and 
other  large  department  stores  which  pre- 
pared window  displays  depicting  crowds 
pouring  into  the  Metropolitan  theatre  to  see 
Warner  pictures.  At  high  noon  each  day  at 
the  busiest  corner  here,  Winter  and  Washing- 
ton Sts.,  Moger  had  a bugle  blown  by  a 
“Pilgrim”  who  then  unfolded  a lengthy  scroll 
and  read  to  the  crowds  entering  or  depart- 
ing from  the  big  stores  a “proclamation”  an- 
nouncing the  showing  of  “To  Have  and  Have 
Not.” 

Gov.  Maurice  J.  Tobin  and  Mayor  John  E. 
Kerrigan  and  their  official  staffs  appear  at 
the  opening  of  the  picture  which  gained  con- 
siderable pictorial  prominence  in  the  news- 
papers. 

An  outstanding  achievement  brought  the 
local  British  and  Irish  consuls  together  in 
a “hands  across  the  sea”  gesture.  He  ar- 
ranged for  Mayor  Kerrigan  to  give  a lunch- 
eon with  the  consuls  as  his  guests  of  honor 
and  then  take  them  to  the  Met  to  see  “To 
Have  and  Have  Not.”  That  stunt  hit  front 
pages. 

To  cap  it  all  Moger  got  Sigmund  Romberg 
who  was  in  town  for  a concert  at  Symphony 
Hall,  to  bring  his  three  beautiful  soloists  to 
the  theatre  and  have  their  pictures  taken 
with  the  manager. 

"Canteen"  Tieups  Given 
Big  Space  by  Canadians 

TORONTO — A triple  service  men’s  canteen 
tieup  on  Warners’  “Hollywood  Canteen,”  at 
Shea’s  Theatre,  was  one  of  the  biggest  and 
most  successful  promotions  ever  arranged  for 
a film  in  Canada. 

A “Hollywood  Canteen  Party”  was  staged 
for  Canadian  service  men  and  women  in  con- 
junction with  the  following  canteens: 

The  Active  Service  Canteen,  which  en- 
tertained its  3,000,000th  guest;  the  Canadian 
Jewish  Congress  Canteen,  which  entertained 
its  500,000th  guest,  and  the  IODE  Women’s 
Active  Service  Club  for  its  250,000th  guest. 

The  special  honor  guests  selected  from 
among  the  three  canteens  were  guests  of 
the  management  on  a two-day  round  of 
amusements,  dinner  parties,  night  clubs, 
luncheons,  shopping  tours  and  barber  and 
beauty  shop  visits.  Each  of  the  service  men 
thus  honored  was  provided  with  a “date” 
and  the  requisite  flowers,  beauty  parlor 
service,  limousine  for  transportation  and 
gifts  of  apparel  and  jewelry. 

The  stunt  not  only  received  many  news- 
paper and  other  publicity  breaks  for  “Holly- 
wood Canteen,”  but  created  much  goodwill 
for  the  theatre  and  Warners,  particularly 
among  Canadian  service  men  and  women. 

The  Canadian  Press  and  the  British  United 
Press  sent  the  story  out  on  their  wires. 


Atlanta  "Victory"  Week 

ATLANTA — Mayor  William  B.  Hartsfield 
proclaimed  February  22-March  1 “Winged 
Victory”  week  to  promote  the  picture  in  its 
two-week  run  here. 

BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser  : : Mar.  17,  1945 


IT  TOOK  con- 
si  d e r a b le  art 
work  to  turn 
out  this  display, 
but  it  was  worth 
it.  The  layout 
was  arranged  by 
Betty  Smith  and 
Dave  Idzal  of  the 
Fox  Theatre,  De- 
troit, on  “A  Song 
to  Remember.” 


A Traveling  24-Sheet  and  Other  Display  Activities 


NAVAL  COOPERATION  — The 
wooden  figure  was  six  feet,  six  inches 
high.  It  was  borrowed  from  a Salt 
Lake  City  recruiting  office.  Other 
naval  offices  may  have  these. 


EYE-CATCHING — Good  advice  to  the  ladies 
and  also  good  exploitation.  It  was  used  in 
Walgreen’s  drug  store  at  Broadway  and  44th 
St.  and  in  other  stores  from  Wall  to  72nd  St. 


HELP  FIND  ROOMS — “Guest  in  the  House”  proved  to  be  a natural  for  a tieup  with 
the  Travelers  Aid  Society  before  the  opening  of  the  picture  at  the  New  York  Capitol.  All 
the  society’s  desks  in  stations  had  signs.  Gloria  Jean  poses  with  Felicia  Dickinson  and  a 
service  man  in  this  photo. 


TRAVELING  BILLBOARD — Carl  Nathan,  manager-owner  of  the  El  Presidio  in  San 
Francisco,  devised  this  traveling  billboard  which  carries  a 24-sheet  on  “The  Princess  and 
the  Pirate.” 


STANDOUT  IN  LOBBY — Two  blowups  flanked  a banner  arranged  on  the 
upper  staircase  in  the  lobby  of  the  Malco  at  Memphis  in  advance  of  “For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls.”  Elliott  Johnson  is  the  Malco  publicity  director. 
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Leadership  in  Community  Pays  Off 


Establishing  and  maintaining  strong  local 
contacts  in  the  community  is  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  of  good  theatre  manage- 
ment, Par,  the  National  Theatres  publication, 
reports  in  a recent  issue.  It  has  been  dem- 
onstrated time  and  again  down  the  years  and 
is  being  demonstrated  more  particularly  to- 
day, in  these  wartimes,  than  ever  before. 

A fine  example  of  what  it  can  mean  to 
the  war  effort  appears  in  Fred  McSpadden’s 
experience  in  Tucson.  McSpadden,  Fox  West 
Coast  city  manager  there,  is  strong  on  “strong 
contacts”  and  never  lets  an  opportunity  go 
past  without  putting  his  theatre  into  the 
lead  in  community  undertakings. 

During  the  Sixth  War  Loan  drive,  Mc- 
Spadden, in  planning  Pearl  Harbor  Day  ob- 
servance at  the  theatre  had  as  members  of 
his  committee,  two  important  local  figures. 


Change  Swing-Shifier 
Show  Habils  to  Noon 

LOS  ANGELES — By  way  of  solving  one 
problem  created  by  the  government’s  curfew 
edict,  the  Hawaii  Theatre,  Hollywood  Boule- 
vard showcase,  has  started  a campaign  to 
change  swing-shifters’  theatregoing  habits 
from  after-midnight  shows  to  noon  matinees. 
Giving  it  a new  dressup  to  regular  after- 
noon performances  in  naming  it  “Swingshift 
Matinees,”  theatre  officials  pointed  out  that 
swing-shifters  attending  these  special  show- 
ings would  not  take  nights  off  to  go  to  shows. 


Buzz  Bomb  in  Streets 

BROOKLYN — Larry  Greib  decided  there 
was  no  instrument  in  this  war  about  which 
there  is  more  curiosity  than  a buzz  bomb, 
so  he  had  one  drawn  through  Brooklyn 
streets  for  his  campaign  on  “Winged  Vic- 
tory” at  the  RKO  Albee  Theatre.  Vice- 
Chairman  Joseph  T.  Sharkey  of  the  city 
council  accepted  it  from  Major  Cornell  of 
the  air  force.  It  stopped  traffic. 


COAST  GUARD  TIEUP— This  elab- 
orate display  on  “Beachhead  to  Berlin,” 
Technicolor  two-reeler,  was  installed  at 
the  Madison  Square  Garden  Sportsmen’s 
Show.  Coast  guard  units  will  work  with 
exhibitors  in  other  cities,  also. 


They  were  Fred  Dragonette,  brother  of  the 
celebrated  soprano,  Jessica  Dragonette,  and 
Pima  County  war  bond  chairman;  also  Frank 
Wong,  president  of  the  Tucson  Chinese  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce. 

As  a result  of  holding  these  contacts  in 
his  hands,  McSpadden  sent  the  theatre  very 
substantially  over  the  top,  principally  through 
well-planned  showmanship.  Through  Fred 
Dragonette’s  influence,  he  was  able  to  have 
in  person  the  charming  Jessica,  whose  ap- 
pearance drew  flocks  of  bond  buyers.  Through 
the  Chinese  leader,  Wong,  McSpadden  mar- 
shaled a huge  oriental  following  which  sent 
bond  buys  in  the  Chinese  sector  skyrocketing. 

McSpadden,  through  local  contacts,  was 
also  fortunate  in  securing  for  personal  ap- 
pearance on  the  show,  Robert  Walker,  who 
drew  added  thousands  and  consequently  in- 
creased war  bond  sales. 


Luzon  Hero's  Family  Are 
"Sunday  Dinner"  Guests 

BRIDGEPORT — Manager  Harry  A.  Rose 
of  Loew’s  Majestic  and  Ralph  F.  Stitt,  20th- 
Fox  exploiteer,  fell  into  a natural  when  “Sun- 
day Dinner  for  a Soldier”  opened  at  the 
theatre  a few  days  after  the  announcement 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Mucci’s  exploit  of  free- 
ing some  American  prisoners  on  Luzon. 

Mucci  is  a native  of  this  city  and  the  two 
theatre  men  were  quick  to  contact  his  fam- 
ily and  invite  them  to  be  guests  of  the  the- 
atre and  the  film  company  at  a Sunday 
dinner  at  a local  hotel  and  then  view  the 
film  at  the  theatre.  A year’s  pass  to  the 
Majestic  also  was  given  the  family. 

A newsreel  showing  Mucci’s  deed  was  ob- 
tained in  conjunction  with  “Sunday  Dinner 
for  a Soldier.” 

Those  attending  the  dinner  were  John 
Mucci,  discharged  wounded  veteran  and 
brother  of  Colonel  Mucci;  the  colonel’s  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Rita  Kulis;  his  mother,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Mucci;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rose  and  Mrs. 
Marjorie  Lessner,  assistant  to  Mr.  Rose. 

The  stunt  was  given  a big  play  by  daily 
and  Sunday  papers. 

An  attempt  to  get  a telephone  call  through 
to  Manila  so  that  Mrs.  Mucci  could  talk 
with  her  son  proved  fruitless. 


"Mighty"  Campaign  Given 
For  Cleveland  "Victory" 

CLEVELAND — A mighty  exploitation  pro- 
gram, headlined  by  a proclamation  of  Mayor 
Thomas  Burke  proclaiming  the  week  of  Janu- 
ary 15  as  “Air  Corps”  week,  attended  the 
opening  of  “Winged  Victory”  at  the  Hippo- 
drome. The  program  was  arranged  and  exe- 
cuted by  Sid  Zins,  20th-Fox  exploiteer,  in 
cooperation  with  J.  Knox  Strachan,  head  of 
the  Warner  Theatres  publicity  staff.  The 
opening  tied  in  with  an  exhibit  of  airplane 
and  airplane  parts  held  in  the  May  Co.  store 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  air  technical 
service  of  Wright  Field,  Dayton. 

Among  the  more  spectacular  items  of  the 
campaign  were  a glider  plane  suspended  from 
the  ceiling  of  the  Union  terminal,  15  major 
department  and  music  store  window  dis- 
plays, advertising  on  fleets  of  news  deliv- 
ery and  on  Coca-Cola  trucks,  special  dis- 
plays in  the  main  public  library  and  its  35 
branches,  library  bookmarks,  and  additional 
newspaper  space  beyond  the  established 
quota  granted  on  the  basis  of  the  fact  that 
profits  from  the  picture  go  to  service  relief. 

The  May  Co.  exhibit  which  occupied  an 
entire  floor  featured  the  Norden  bomb- 
sight,  exhibited  here  for  the  first  time. 

“Winged  Victory”  had  a tremendous  open- 
ing. 


Home  Front  Heroes 
In  'Burma'  Buildup 

ALBANY — Seven  uninterrupted  days  of 
newspaper  ballyhoo  featuring  the  theme 
“Heroes  of  the  Home  Front”  highlighted  the 
advance  campaign  on  “Objective,  Burma!”  at 
the  Strand.  Charles  A.  Smakwitz,  Warners 
regional  publicity  representative,  directed  the 
campaign. 

During  the  first  week  of  the  “Burma” 
stand  in  Albany,  different  groups  of  war 
plant  workers,  most  of  them  with  relatives  in 
the  armed  service,  were  honored  with  cita- 
tions from  the  regional  War  Manpower  Com- 
mission. Presentations  were  made  on  the 
stage  of  the  Strand.  The  war  workers  were 
guests  of  the  film  company  through  the  eve- 
ning. 

Next  day’s  Albany  newspapers  were  ablaze 
with  stories  and  pictures  of  the  event.  In 
addition  to  the  publicity  and  goodwill  created 
by  recognition  of  the  war  workers’  accom- 
plishments, much  word-of-mouth  advertising 
resulted.  Officials  said  that  the  stunt  had 
a stimulating  effect  upon  the  workers’  morale. 

Akron  "Navy"  Campaign 
On  Elaborate  Scale 

AKRON — Chosen  because  it  is  the  heart  of 
the  lighter-than-air  industry,  this  city  began 
to  lay  plans  for  the  world  premiere  of  “This 
Man’s  Navy”  at  Loew’s  Theatre  three  weeks 
in  advance.  Representatives  of  M-G-M, 
Loew’s  Theatre,  Goodyear  Aircraft,  city  of- 
ficials and  industrial  leaders  of  Akron  co- 
operated in  making  the  premiere  a citywide 
celebration. 

A national  ad  campaign  in  addition  to  the 
regular  theatre  space  was  used.  Three  eight- 
column  quarter-page  art  layouts  were  ob- 
tained in  the  newspapers  on  Wallace  Beery’s 
personal  appearance. 

The  campaign  was  conducted  by  C.  C. 
Deardourff,  M-G-M  exploiteer;  Frank 
Heusn,  Loew’s  Theatre,  and  Walter  Kessler, 
Loew’s  circuit. 


VALENTINE  WINDOW— Florists  shops 
are  a regular  source  for  window  dis- 
plays, but  it  is  on  Valentine’s  Day  that 
the  tieups  with  films  is  prolific.  Above 
is  one  arranged  at  White  Plains,  N.  Y., 
on  the  State  showing  of  “National  Velvet” 
by  Michael  Stranger,  temporary  man- 
ager there. 
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SHORTS  CHART 


Short  subjects,  listed  by  Company,  in  order  of  release.  Numeral  is  mo - 
duction  number.  Running  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  National  re- 
lease, second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFFICE.  The  symbol  between 
dates  is  rating  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review:  4 Very  Good,  + Good, 

1 — Fair,  Mediocre,  — Poor.  = Very  Poor.  © Indicates  color  photography. 


Columbia 

Prod.  No.  Title  Rel.  Date  Rating 

ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 

6425  Wedded  Bliss  (17) 8-1S  + 

6426  Gold  Is  Where  You 

Lose  It  (16'/2)  9-1  ± 

6401  Gents  Without  Cents  (19)  9-22 

6421  Strife  of  the  Party 

(16)  10-13  + 

6427  Open  Season  for  Saps 

(18)  10-27  ± 

6428  Design  for  Loving  (21)..  11-  3 + 

6409  A Knight  and  a Blonde 

(14)  11-17 

6402  No  Dough,  Boys  (17)  . ..  11-24 

6429  Heather  and  Yon  (17).. 12-  8 

6422  She  Snoops  to  Conquer 

(15)  12-29 

6410  Woo,  Woo!  (16) 1-  5 + 

6403  Three  Pests  in  a Mess 

(15)  1-19 

6430  Snooper  Service  (141/e)  • • 2-  2 

6431  Off  Again,  On  Again  (16)  2-16 

6432  Two  Local  Yokels  (..)..  3-  2 

6404  Booby  Dupes  (17)  3-17 

6433  Pistol  Pickin'  Nitwits 

<--)  4-4 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

(Technicolor) 

6501  Dog,  Cat  and  Canary  (6)  1-  5 

6502  Rippling  Romance  (•■)..  4-20 

6503  Fiesta  Time  (..) 4-4 

COMMUNITY  SING 

6651  No.  1 (Leibert) 

Love,  Love,  Love  (9'/2)  8-25  + 

6652  No.  2 (Baker)  Ikky,  Tikky 

Tambo  (9)  10-12  + 

6653  No.  3 (Baker)  Swinging  on  a 

Star  (10)  11-10 

6654  No.  4 (Leibert)  Hot  Time 

in  Berlin  (9)  12-1 

5657  Christmas  Carols  (reissue) 

(10'/2)  12-  8 

6655  (Baker)  Tico  Tico  (11).  1-  1 

6656  No.  6 (Baker)  Very 

Thought  of  You  (10) . . 2-  9 

6657  No.  7 (Leibert)  I’ll  Walk 

Alone  (...)  3-15 

FILM-VODVIL 

6951  Featuring  Kehoe’s  Marimba 

Band  (11)  9-1 

6952  Featuring  Al  Trace's  Comedy 

Band  (11)  10-27  + 

6953  Featuring  Rootin'  Tootin’ 

Band  (11)  12-  8 

6954  Featuring  Korn  Kobblers 

(11)  2-  2 

FOX  & CROW 

(Technicolor) 

5754  Mr.  Moocher  (7'/2) 9-8 

6751  Be  Patient,  Patient  (7)..  11-30 

6752  The  Egg  Yegg  (7/2) 3-  2 

6753  Kukunuts  (..)  3-30 

LI'L  ABNER 

(Technicolor) 

5603  A Peekoolyar  Sitcheeay- 

shun  (7)  8-11 

6601  Porkuliar  Piggy  (7).... 10-13  -f 

6602  Kickapoo  Juice  (7) . . . . 2-23  cp 

PANORAMICS 

5904  Traditions  of  Mexico  (S)  4-18 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

5710  Case  of  the  Screaming  Bishop 

(7)  S-  4 ± 

6701  Mutt’n  Bones  (7) 8-25  ± 

6702  As  the  Fly  Flies  (6)... 11-17 

6703  Goofy  News  Views  (..).  4-27 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

6851  No.  1 (G.l.  Joe  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  8-25  4 

6852  No.  2 (The  Mike  Goes  to 

War)  (10)  9-22 

6853  No.  3 (Ken  Murray,  M.  C.) 

(10)  10-19 

6854  No.  4 (Variety-Mowbray) 

(9</2)  11-22 

6855  No.  5 (G I Janes  in  Holly- 

wood) (10)  12-28  + 

6856  No.  6 (Vallee-Allen)  (9)  1-26 

6857  No.  7 (Mem’l  to  T.  Mix-W. 

Rogers)  (9)  2-25 

6858  No.  8 (Letters  to  Gl) 

(..)  3-29 

SPORT  REELS 

6801  K9-Kadets  (10'/2)  9-8 

6802  Hedge  Hoppers  (9) 10-20  4 

6803  Aqua  Maids  (9|/2) 11-24 

6804  Striking  Champions  (10).  12-22 

6805  Kings  of  the  Fairway 

(10)  2-2 

6806  Rough  and  Tumble  (..).  3-2 

6807  (Untitled)  (..) 4-  5 


Rev'd. 

11-  4 

11-  4 

12-  2 

12-  2 
12-  2 


± 3-10 


3-10 

3-10 


11-18 

11-18 


± 2-24 


of  Creation  (9)  

11-27 

+ 

12-25 

T-513  Salt  Lake  Diversions  (9)12-25 

12-25 

T-514  A Day  in  Death  Valley 

(9)  

1-22 

“I" 

2-12 

T-515  Visiting  St.  Louis  (9) . . 
T-517  Along  the  Cactus  Trail 

2-19 

4 

2-12 

(9)  

4-15 

4 

4-22 

T-518  Colorful  Colorado  (8).. 

5-20 

+ 

6-10 

T-519  Roaming  Through  Arizona 

(9)  

6-  3 

+ 

6-10 

T-520  City  of  Brigham  Young 

(9/z)  

6-17 

T-521  Monumental  Utah  (9i/2) 
T-522  Wandering  Here  and 

7-29 

4 

8-26 

There  (9)  

12-  9 

-H- 

1-27 

Shrines  of  Yucatan  (9) 

2-24 

+ 

1-13 

MINIATURES 

M -581  My  Tomato  (7) 

12-  4 

M-582  Kid  in  Upper  Four  (11)  12-25 

+ 

1-29 

M-583  No  News  Is  Good  News 

(9)  

12-18 

+ 

12-25 

M -584  Tale  of  a Dog  (11).. 
M-586  Important  Business 

4-15 

+ 

4-22 

(11)  

4-29 

4 

4-15 

M-587  Why  Daddy  (9) 

M -588  ©Somewhere,  U.S.A. 

5-20 

4 

6-10 

(10)  

6-  3 

4 

7-29 

M-589  Nostradamus  IV  (10). 

9-30 

4 

10-21 

12-  2 


12-  2 
3-10 


9-  9 
11-  4 


11-18 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 

(Technicolor) 

T-511  Through  the  Colorado 

Rockies  (9'/2)  10-23 

T-512  Grand  Canyon — Pride 


M -590  Little  White  Lie  (..)..  3-3  

M-G-M  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

W-452  War  Dogs  (7) 10-  9 4+  10-16 

W-453  Stork's  Holiday  (8).. 10-23  ++  10-16 
W-454  What’s  Buzzin'  Buzzard? 

(8)  11-27  + 11-20 

W-455  Baby  Puss  (8) 12-25  ± 12-25 

W-456  Innertube  Antics  (8) . 1-22  ± 2-19 

W-533  Batty  Baseball  (6) . . . 4-22  ± 6-10 

W-534  Million  Dollar  Cat  (7)  5-  6 ++  4-22 

W-535  The  Tree  Surgeon  (8)  .6-3  4-  6-3 

W-536  Happy-Go-Nutty  (7)  ..  6-24  ... 

W-537  The  Bodyguard  (7)...  7-22  + 8-26 

W-538  Bear  Raid  Warden  (8)  .9-9  + 8-26 

W-539  Big  Heel-Watha  (8) ± 8-26 

W-540  Puttin’  On  the  Dog  (7) + 10-21 

W-541  Mouse  Trouble  (7)... 12-23  + 1-27 

W-542  Barney  Bear’s  Polar  Pests 

(7)  12-30  

W-543  Screwy  Truant  (7)....  1-13  .... 

W-544The  Unwelcome  Guest 

(■■)  2-17 

W-545  Shooting  of  Dan  McGoo 

( • ) 3-3 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

M-G-M  SPECIALS 

A-501  Dark  Shadows  (22)...  12-16  +4  12-30 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-497  Little  Miss  Pinkerton 

(11)  9-18  rt  10-16 

C-498  Three  Smart  Guys  (11). 10-23  

C-499  Radio  Bugs  (9) 4-1  rp  2-12 

C-500  Dancing  Romeo  (10) . . 4-29  + 4-15 

PASSING  PARADE 

K-488  Storm  (10)  10-23  44  10-16 

K-489  To  My  Unborn  Son  (9)  10-30  44  12-18 

K-490  This  Is  Tomorrow  (9)..  11-27  44  11-  7 

K-571  The  Immortal  Black- 
smith (10)  5-20  44  6-10 

K-572  Grandpa  Called  It  Art 

(10)  7-15 

K-573  Return  From  Nowhere  (10) . . 44  10-21 

K-574  A Lady  Fights  Back 

(10)  11-11  44  12-30 

K-575  It  Looks  Like  Rain  (..)  3-  3 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 


3-10 


12-  2 


± 2-24 


S-471  Fixin’ 

Tricks 

(10). . . 

9-18 

+ 

S-472  Football  Thrills 

of  1942 

(10) 

9-25 

4 

S-473  Tips  on  Trips 

(10).  . . 

11-13 

S-474  Water 

Wisdom 

(9).... 

11-27 

-4- 

S-551  Practical  Joker 

(10)  . . . 

1-  8 

+ 

S-552  Home 

Maid  (10) 

2-19 

+ 

S-470  Scrap  Happy  (9) 


. . . 9-  4 4) 


S-553  Groovie  Movie  (10)...  4-8  44 

5-554  Sportsman's  Memories 

(10)  4-22 


9-18 

10-16 

10-16 

12-25 

2-12 

2-19 

4-15 

4-22 


Paramount 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


10-13 

4 

10-  7 

12-  1 

-H- 

11-  4 

1-  5 

4 

12-30 

. 3-23 

— 

6-  9 

4 

8-26 

7-  7 

4 

8-12 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 


10-  7 

11- 18 

12-30 

2-24 

1-27 


8-20 

9-3 

9-24  44  10-30 


-4  8-12 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd 

COLOR  CLASSICS  CARTOONS 

(Reissues) 

C4-  7 No.  1 The  Little  Stranger 

(7)  

C4  8 No.  2 Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7) 

C4-  9 No.  3 Kids  in  (he  Shoe  (7) . . 

C4-10  No.  4 Hunky  and  Spunky  (7) 

GEORGE  PAL  PUPPETOONS 

(Technicolor) 

U4-1  Jasper’s  Paradise  (V/2) 

U4-2  Two-Gun  Rusty  (7'/2) . . 

U4-3  Hot  Lip  Jasper  (8).... 

U4-4  Jasper  Tell  (8) 

U4-5  Jasper’s  Minstrels  (..). 

R3-  8 Speed  Couriers  (9 /2)  ■ 

R3-  9 Catch  ’Em  and  Eat  'Em 
(10)  

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORTLIGHTS 

R3-10  Furlough  Fishing  (9'/2)  8-25  + 8-26 

R4-  1 Rhythm  on  Wheels 

(9!/2)  10-  6 

R4-  2 Broncs  & Brands  (9*/^)  .11-  3 
R4-  3 Long  Shots  or  Favorites 

(9'/2)  12-  8 

R4-  4 Out  Fishin’  (9'/2) 1-26 

R4-  5 Blue  Winners  (9) 2-23 

R4-  6 Game  Bag  (..) 3-30 

HEADLINER 

A2-11  Three  Bears  in  a Boat 

(10)  

A2-12  Yours  Truly  (10) 

A2-13  Stuffy  in  "Down  With 
Everything”  (9)  ... 

LITTLE  LULU 

(Technicolor) 

03-5  Lucky  Lulu  (7l/i) 6-30 

D3-6  It's  Nifty  to  Be  Thrifty 

(8)  8-18 

D3-7  I’m  Just  Curious  (7)...  9-8 

D3-8  Indoor  Outing  (8) 9-29 

D4-1  At  the  Zoo  (8) 11-17 

D4-2  Birthday  Party  (7J/2) ..  12-29 
D4-3  Magic-Lulu  (..) 3-  2 

MUSICAL  PARADES 

(Technicolor) 

FF4-1  Bonnie  Lassie  (19)....  10-  6 

FF4-2  Star  Bright  (20) 12-15 

FF4-3  Bombalera  (20)  2-9 

FF4-4  Isle  of  Tabu  (20) 4-13 

FF4-5  Boogie  Woogie  (..)....  6-15 

NOVELTOON 

(Technicolor) 

P4-1  Yankee  Doodle  Donkey 

(8)  10-27 

P4-2  Gabriel  Churchkitten 

(S/2)  12-15 

P4-3  When  Gl  Johnny  Comes 

Home  ( .)  2-2 

P4-4  Scrappily  Married  (..).  3-30 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

E3-  5 Spinach-Packin’  Popeye 

(7'/2)  

E3-  6 Puppet  Love  (l/2) .... 

E3-  7 Pitching  Woo  at  the  Zoo 

(7)  

E3-  8 Moving  Aweigh  (7) . . . . 

E4-  1 She-Sick  Sailors  (6) . . . 12-  8 
E4-  2 Pop-Pie-Ala  Mode  (..)l-26 
E4-  3 Tops  in  the  Big  Top  ( . . ) 3-16 

E4-4  Shape  Ahoy  ( . . ) 4-27 

E4-5  For  Better  of  Nurse  (..)  6-  8 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 

(Color) 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


44 

-4 

44 


10-21 

10-21 

12-30 

2-10 

2-24 


10-  7 

11- 25 

12- 30 
3-10 


-4  2-24 


+ 

+ 


7- 21 

8- 11 


9-  1 
9-22 


3-10 


2-24 

2-24 


8-12 

11-25 


10-21 

12-30 


RKO  Radio 


J3-6  No.  6 (10)  

. 8-4 

-4 

8-26 

J4-1  No.  1 (10)  

. .10-20 

4- 

10-21 

J4-2  No.  2 (10)  

. .12-22 

+ 

11-18 

J4-3  No.  3 (10)  

. . 2-16 

4+ 

1-27 

J4-4  No.  4 (.  .)  

. . . 4-6 

J4-5  No.  5 ( • • ) 

. . . 6-1 

SPEAKING 

OF 

ANIMALS 

Y3-5  In  a Harem  (9) 

. . 7-14 

+ 

7-29 

Y3-6  Monkey  Business 

(8).  . 

...  9-15 

+ 

10-  7 

Y4-1  As  Babies  (9).. 

. . .11-24 

+ 

11-18 

Y4-2  Who's  Who  in  Animal 

Land  (9)  ... 

. . 1-19 

-H- 

12-30 

Y4-3  In  the  Public  Eye 

(9!/2).  3-16 

4+ 

3-10 

Y4-4  Talk  of  the  Town 

(•• 

) . . 5-18 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 


5-555  Movie  Pests  (10) 

7-  8 

4 

8-12 

(Color) 

S-556  Sports  Quiz  (10) . . 
5-557  Football  Thrills  of  1943 

9-  2 

4 

8-26 

L3-6  No.  6 (10) 
L4-1  No.  1 (10) 

8-1 

11-10 

*4" 

11-18 

(8)  

8-38 

— 

10-23 

L4-2  No.  2 (10) 

1-12 

4 

2-10 

S-558  Safety  Sleuth  (10).... 
S- 559  Track  4 Field  Quiz  (.  .) 

11-25 
3-  3 

4 

12-30 

L4-3  No.  3 (10) 
L4-4  No.  4 (.  .) 

3-9 

5-11 

+ 

3-10 

Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'a. 


DISNEY  CARTOONS 

(Technicolor) 

34.109  The  Old  Army  Game 

(7)  

34.110  Home  Defense  (8).. 

34.111  Chicken  Little  (9) . . . 

34.112  The  Pelican  and  the 

Snipe  (9)  

34.115  How  to  Play  Golf  (8! 

34.116  Donald  Duck  and  the 


34.117  Contrary  Condor  (8) . 

34.118  Commando  Duck  (7) . 

54.101  Springtime  for  Pluto 

(7)  

54.102  Plastics  Inventor  (7). 

54.103  First  Aiders  (7).... 

54.104  How  to  Play  Football 

(8)  

54.105  Donald’s  Off  Day  (7) 

54.106  Tiger  Trouble  (7)... 

54.107  The  Clock  Watcher  (8 

Dog  Watch  (7) 


.11-  5 

4 

12-  4 

.11-26 

4 

12-25 

.12-17 

4 

1-29 

. 1-  7 

1-22 

. 3-10 

4 

4-22 

. 3-31 

4 

4-15 

. 4-21 

~h 

5-27 

. 5-12 

4 

5-27 

+ 

7-29 

. 9-  1 

+ 

8-26 

. 9-22 

+ 

10-21 

. 9-15 

+ 

11-1* 

.12-  8 

+ 

12-36 

. 1-  5 

1-3 

1)  1-26 

+ 

1-26 

+ 

1-27 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 


4 


4 


43.402  Unlucky  Dog  (15)... 11-12 

43.403  Prunes  and  Politics  (16)  1-  7 

43.404  Love  Your  Landlord 

(18)  3-3 

43,406  The  Kitchen  Cynic  (18)  7-23 

53.401  Feather  Your  Nest 

(18)  10-23 

53.402  Alibi  Baby  (18) 1-  5 

53.403  Sleepless  Tuesday  (IS).  2-23 

FLICKER  FLASHBACKS 

44.203  No.  3 (9)  10-29  4- 

44.204  No.  4 (9)  1-19  4- 

44.205  No.  5 (9)  12-24  4- 

44.206  No.  6 (9)  1-21 

54.201  No.  1 (10)  9-15  ± 

54.202  No.  2 (10)  10-27  ± 

54.203  No.  3 (9)  12-  8 

54.204  No.  4 (9)  1-19 

54.205  No.  5 (9)  3-2 

HEADLINER  REVIVALS 

43.203  Romancing  Along  (21).  11-  5 

43.204  Music  Will  Tell  (18). 12-  3 

53.201  Songs  of  the  Colleges 

(15)  9-8 

53.202  Swing  It  (16) 10-20 

53.203  Swing  Vacation  (19)..  12-  1 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

43.702  Cutie  on  Duty  (18)  . 10-29  rp 

43.703  Wedtime  Stories  (17). 12-24  ±. 

43.705  Poppa  Knows  Worst 

(17)  . . 4-14  ±: 

43.706  Girls!  Girls!  Girls!  (17)  6-  9 

53.701  Triple  Trouble  (17)...  9-  1 

53.702  He  Forget  to  Remember 

(17)  10-27 

53.703  Birthday  Blues  (17) . . 2-16 

PATHE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

44.303  Stars  & Strikes  (9). 

44.304  Mountain  Anglers  (9) 

44.305  Co-Ed  Sports  (8) . . . 

44.306  Basket  Wizards  (8). 

44.308  On  Point  (8) 

44.309  Past  Performances  (8 

44.310  Boys  Camps  (8) .... 

44.311  Boot  and  Spur  (8) . . . 

44.312  Ski  Chase  (8) 

44.313  Swim  Ballet  (8) . . . . 

54.301  Harness  Racers  (8) . . 

54.302  School  for  Dogs  (8) . 

54.303  Saddle  Starlets  (8) . . 

54.304  Parallel  Skiing  (8).. 

54.305  Five  Star  Bowlers  (8) 

54.306  Court  Craft  (8)  1-26 

THIS  IS  AMERICA 


+ 1-22 


+ 9-16 


11-18 

1-13 


10- 30 

11- 27 

12- 18 

10- '  7 

11-  4 

12- 30 


± 12-25 


+ 


+ 


11-  4 

12- 16 
12-30 

12-  4 
1-22 

4-15 

7-29 

11-  •* 


+ 3-10 


.11-  5 

4 

12-25 

12-  3 

4 

12-25 

.12-31 

+ 

1-22 

. 1-28 

-+- 

2-19 

. 3-24 

4 

4-15 

) 4-21 

+ 

5-13 

. 5-19 

■+■ 

5-27 

. 6-16 

4 

7-  8 

. 7-14 

4 

8-26 

. 8-11 

4 

10-21 

. 9-  8 

4 

9-  9 

.10-  6 

±; 

11-25 

.11-  3 

12-  2 

12-  1 

2-10 

.12-20 

4 

2-24 

33,113  Children  of  Mars  (20) 

10-22 

4 

10-36 

43.101  Sailors  All  (20) 

11-19 

4 

12-  4 

43.102  Letter  to  a Hero  (18) 

43.103  New  Prisons — New  Men 

12-17 

+ 

12-18 

(17)  

1-14 

+ 

1-15 

43.104  Mail  Call  (17) 

2-11 

4 

2-12 

43.106  Aircraft  Carrier  (16).. 

4-  7 

4 

4-15 

43.107  Viva  Mexico  (17).... 

5-  5 

+ 

5-13 

43.108  Hot  Money  (17) 

6-  2 

t 

6-10 

43,109  They  Fight  Again  (16) 

6-30 

4 

8-12 

43.110  Rockefeller  Center  (16) 

7-28 

4 

9-16 

43.111  Brazil  Today  (18)... 

43.112  That  Man  May  Live 

8-25 

4 

9-  9 

(19)  

9-29 

+ 

11-29 

43.113  Navy  Yard  (16) 

10-20 

4 

11-18 

53,101  West  Point  (17) 

11-17 

4 

12-  i 

53  102  New  Americans  (19)  . 

12-15 

4 

12-30 

53,103  Power  Unlimited  (16) . 

1-10 

4 

2-24 

53,104  On  Guard  (17) 2-  9 
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w%|CTORY 

C 'WFiLMS 


America’s  Hidden  Weapon.  (10).  Dist.  by 
WB. 

The  Battle  for  the  Mariannas.  (20).  Dist.  by 
WB.  Impressive.  Rev.  Oct.  7. 

Battle  Stations.  (10).  Dist  by  20th-Fox. 
Brought  to  Action.  (..).  Dist.  by  UA  and 
M-G-M.  Rev.  Jan.  27. 

The  Enemy  Strikes.  (10)  Dist.  by  Univ. 

It’s  Murder.  (10).  Dist.  by  Col.  Excellent. 
Rev.  Oct.  21. 


It’s  Your  War  Too.  (10).  Dist.  by  UA  and 
M-G-M. 

Liberation  of  Rome.  (21).  Dist.  by  M-G-M. 
Excellent.  Rev.  July  29. 

Memo  for  Joe.  (10).  Dist.  by  RKO. 

Movies  at  War.  (10).  Dist.  by  Univ. 

No  Substitutes.  (10).  Dist.  by  20th-Fox. 
Report  to  Judy.  (10).  Dist.  by  Univ. 

Reward  Unlimited.  (10).  Dist.  by  UA  ant 
M-G-M. 

Road  to  Victory.  (10).  Dist.  by  WB. 

Seeing  Them  Through.  (9).  Dist  by  RKO. 


Skirmish  on  the  Home  Front.  (13).  Dist.  by 
Para. 

Story  With  Two  Endings.  (10)  Dist.  by  20th- 
Fox. 

Target— Japan.  (10).  DIsL  by  Para. 

The  War  Speeds  Up.  (15).  Dist.  by  Col.  Ex- 
cellent.  Rev.  Sept.  16. 

V-l — The  Robut  Bomb.  (9).  Dist.  by  RKO. 
Excellent.  Rev.  Nov.  18. 

What’s  Your  Name.  <9/a>.  Dist  by  20tb-F«. 
Rev.  Jan.  27. 


20th  Century-Fox 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d. 


DRIBBLE  PUSS  PARADE 

5901  Sea  Food  Mamas  (8) 10-20  

5902  Good  Old  Days  (8) 4-6  

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 

4352  ©Ski  Slopes  (9) 7-21  

5351  ©Blue  Grass  Gentlemen 

(9)  9-15 

5352  ©Trolling  for  Strikes 

(8)  12-15 

5302  Steppin’  Pretty  (..)....  1-19 

5353  ©Nova  Scotia  (8) 2-9  -f  1-27 

5354  ©Down  the  Fairways  ( . . ) 6-  1 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

(Color) 

4155  Realm  of  Royalty  (9) . . 2-  4 

4153  Steamboat  on  the  River 

(9)  3-10 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

Vol.  10,  No.  12  Americans  All 

(18)  7-14  R 7-29 

Vol.  10,  No.  13  British  Imperialism 

—1944  (18)  8-11  44  8-12 

Vol.  11,  No.  1 Postwar  Farms 

(17)  9-8  + 9-9 

Vol.  11,  No.  2 What  to  Do  With 

Germany  (IS1/;)  . . . .10-  6 R-  10-  7 
Vol.  11,  No.  3 Unde  Sam,  Mariner 

(17)  11-3  +R  11-18 

Vol.  11,  No.  4 Inside  China 

Today  (17!/2)  12-1 

Vol.  11,  No.  5 The  Unknown  Battle 

(lS'/e)  12-29  -H  12-30 

Vol.  11,  No.  6 Report  on  Italy 

(■•)  1-26 

Vol.  11,  No.  7 (.  .)  The  West 

Coast  Question  2-23  -R  3-10 

Vol.  11,  No.  8 (..) 3-23  

Vol.  11,  No.  9 (.  .) 4-20  

Vol.  11,  No.  10  (..) 5-18  

Vol.  11,  No.  11  (..) 6-15  

Vol.  11,  No.  12  (..) 7-13  

MOVIETONE  ADVENTURES 

(Color) 

4203  Mailman  of  Snake  River 
(9)  

5251  Mexican  Majesty  (8) 

5252  Jewels  of  Iran  (8) 

5253  Mystic  India  (8) 

5254  Black,  Gold  and  Cactus 

(8)  11-10 

5257  Canyons  of  the  Sun  (8) . 1- 

5255  City  of  Paradox  (8) 

5256  Alaskan  Grandeur  (8) . . 

5258  Land  of  10,000  Lakes 

(8)  

5201  Modeling  for  Money  (8) 

5259  Isle  of  Romance  (8) . . • • 

5260  Sikhs  of  Patala  (8) 

5261  Glimpses  of  New  York 

(8)  

SPECIAL 

5601  Three  Sisters  of  the 

Moors  (20)  

TERRY-TOONS 

(Technicolor) 

4519  The  Green  Line  (7) 7-7  

4520  Carmen's  Veranda  (7) . . . 7-28  

5501  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7) . 8-18  

5502  Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Two 

Barbers  (7)  9-1  

5503  Gandy  Goose  in  Ghost  Town 

(7)  9-22 

5504  Mighty  Mouse  in  the  Sultan’s 

Birthday  (7)  10-13  

5505  A Wolf  s Tale  (7) 10-27 

5506  Mighty  Mouse  at  the  Circus 

(7)  11-17  

5507  Gandy’s  Dream  Girl  (7).  .12-  8 

5508  Dear  Old  Switzerland  (7)  12-22  ± 2-10 

5509  Mighty  Mouse  and  the 

Pirates  (8)  1-12  R-  2-24 

5510 The  Port  of  Missing  Mice 

(7)  2-2 

5511  Ants  in  Your  Pantry 

(7)  2-16 

5512  Raiding  the  Raiders  (7) . 3-  9 

5513  Postwar  Inventions  (7)..  3-23  .... 

5514  Fisherman’s  Luck  (7) . . . 3-30  

5515  Mighty  Mouse  and  the 

Kilkenny  Cats  (7) 4-13  

5516  Mother  Goose  Nightmare 

(7)  5-4 

5517  Smoky  Joe  (7) 4-25 

5518  The  Silver  Streak  (7) ...  6-  8 

5519  Aesops  Fable — The  Mosquito 

(7)  6-29 

5520  Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Wolf 

(7)  7-20 


5-  5 

Rf 

4-15 

8-  4 

8-25 

9-29 

11-10 

1-  5 

-R 

2-10 

3-  2 

3-16 

+ 

1-27 

4-27 

-R 

2-24 

5-11 

6-22 

7-  6 

7-27 

9-  8 

Universal 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


LANTZ  CARTUNES 

(Technicolor) 


8239  Fish  Fry  (7) 

6-19 

R- 

8-12 

9232  The  Beach  Nut  (7) 

10-16 

R- 

11-  4 

9233  Ski  for  Two  (7) 

11-13 

+ 

12-16 

9235  Painter  and  the  Pointer 

(7)  

12-18 

Rf 

1-13 

9236  Chew  Chew  Baby  (7) . . 

2-  5 

44 

2-24 

NAME  BAND  MUSICALS 

8139  Melody  Garden  (15) 5-17 

Teddy  Powell  & Orch., 

Ray  Eberle,  Joe  Stafford  & 

Pied  Pipers,  Martha  Tilton. 
Peggy  Mann,  Jack  Palmer 

8130  Pagliacci  Swings  It  (15)  6-14 

Joe  Reichman  & Orch., 

Gene  Austin,  the  Tailor 
Maids,  Hal  Derwin,  Caro- 
lyn Grey. 

8131  Midnight  Melodies  (15)  7-19 

Matty  Malneck  & Orch., 
Connie  Haines,  the  Smart 
Set. 

9121  Swingtime  Holiday  (15) . 9-20  R- 

Gus  Arnheim  & Orch.,  Jim- 
mie Dodd,  Delta  Rhythm 
Boys.  Jean  Davis. 

9122  Harmony  Highways  (15)  11-22  ± 

Al  Donohue  & Orch.,  Jimmy 
Cash,  Stapletons,  Marilyn 
Hare,  Foursome. 

9123  On  the  Mellow  Side  (15)  12-  6 RR 

Emil  Coleman  & Orch., 
Delta  Rhythm  Boys,  Della 
Norell. 

9124  Jive  Busters  (15) 1-17 

Sunny  Dunham  & Orch., 
Carolyn  Grey,  Tailor  Maids, 
Valesco  & Lene. 

9125  Melody  Parade  (15)....  2-14 

Charlie  Barnet  & Orch., 

Pied  Pipers,  June  Hutton, 

Grey  & Diane. 

9126  Swing  Serenade  (..)...  2-28 

Henry  King. 

PERSON-ODDITIES 

8377  Aviation  Expert  Donald 


n:  8-26 


+ 9-16 


10-  7 


12-16 


12-16 


Douglas  (9)  

8378  Foster’s  Canary  College 

3-20 

+ 

5-27 

(9)  

4-24 

R- 

4-29 

8379  The  Fantastic  Castle  (9) 

5-22 

R- 

5-20 

3380  The  Honest  Forger  (9).. 

6-19 

+ 

8-26 

8381  Spinning  a Yarn  (9) . . . 

8-  7 

8-12 

9371  Idol  of  the  Crowd  (9).. 

9-18 

-R 

10-  7 

9372  One-Man  Newspaper  (9). 

12-18 

+ 

1-13 

9373  ABC  Pin-Up  (9) 

. 1-15 

9374  Pigtail  Pilot  (9) 

. 1-22 

SWING  SYMPHONIES 

(Technicolor) 

8232  The  Greatest  Man  in  Siam 

(7)  3-27  R- 

8233  Jungle  Jive  (7) 5-15  + 

9231  Abou  Ben  Boogie  (7) . . 9-18  R- 

9234  Pied  Piper  of  Basin  St. 

(7)  1-15 

9237  Sliphorn  King  of  Polaroo 

(■•)  3-19 

TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

(Technicolor) 

7110  Eagle  vs.  Dragon  (18) . . 4-  5 R 
8110  World  Without  Borders 

(21)  1-17 

9112  Lili  Marlene  (21) 12-13 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

VARIETY  VIEWS 

8358  Hobo  News  (9)  3-27  R 

8359  Fraud  by  Mail  (9) 4-24  R+ 

3360  Mr.  Chimp  Goes  South 

(9)  5-29  + 

8361  Bear  Mountain  Game  (9)  8-14  Rf 

9351  From  Spruce  to  Bomber 

(9)  9-25  -H- 

9352  Dogs  for  Show  (9) ...  .11-  6 R- 

9353  Mr.  Chimp  at  Coney 

Island  (9)  12-11  R- 

9354  White  Treasure  (9) 1-29 


1-22 
4-29 
10-  7 


4-  1 


5-20 

5-20 

7-29 

7-29 

10-  7 
12-16 

12-30 


Warner  Bros. 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev’d 


BLUE  RIBBON  CARTOON  REISSUES 

(Technicolor) 

9312  The  Cat  Came  Back  (7)  7-15  R-  8-12 

9313  Isle  of  Pingo  Ponqo  (7)  8-19  R-  9-16 

1301  Let  It  Be  Me  (7'/2) 9-16 

1302  September  in  the  Rain 

<6'/2)  9-30 

1303  Sunday  Go  to  Meeting  Time 

(&/z)  .10-28  R-  11-16 

1304  1 Love  to  Singa  (7) 11-18  ± 1-13 

1305  Plenty  of  Money  and  You 

(7)  12-9  ± 2-10 

1306  Fella  With  a Fiddle  (..)  1-20  ± 3-10 

1307  When  I Yoo  Hoo  (..)..  2-24  .... 

1308  I Only  Have  Eyes  for  You 

(..)  3-17 

1309  Ain’t  We  Got  Fun  (11).  4-21  

"BUGS  BUNNY"  SPECIALS 

(Technicolor) 


9724  Hare  Force  (7) 

. . . 7-22 

R- 

7-2S 

9725  Buckaroo  Bugs 

(7). 

...  8-26 

R- 

10-  7 

9726  Old  Grey  Hare 

(7). 

....10-28 

44 

11-25 

1721  Herr  Meets  Hare  (. 

.).  . 1-13 

1722  Unruly  Hare  (. 

.).  . 

. . . 2-10 

-R 

3-10 

1723  Hare  Trigger  ( 

.).. 

. . . . 4-21 

FEATURETTE 

9106  U.S.  Marines  on 

Review  (20)  7-8  -R 

1102  Proudly  We  Serve  (20) . . 9-23  Rf 

1103  Once  Over  Lightly  (17)  . 10-14  4+ 

1105  Nautical  But  Nice  (20)  . 12-  2 R- 
11011  Am  an  American  (20).  12-23  R- 

1104  1 Won’t  Play  (20) 11-11  M 

1106  Congo  (..)  2-17  fR 

1107  Navy  Nurse  (.  .) 3-3 

1108  It  Happened  in  Springfield 

(■  ■)  4-28 

1109  Are  Animals  Actors?  (..).3-31 

1110  Law  of  the  Badlands  (..).4-14 

MELODY  MASTERS 


1607  Musical  Mexico  (..)....  3-24 

MERRIE  MELODIES 

(Technicolor) 


SPORTS  PARADE 

(Technicolor) 


1505  Cuba  Calling  (..) 3-10 

TECHNICOLOR 


7-29 

10-2) 

11-  4 
1-13 

12 - 30 
It  ?E 

3-10 


9609  Junior  Jive  Bombers  (10) 

9610  All  Star  Melody  Masters 

7-  1 

+ 

9-16 

(10)  

7-29 

R- 

8-26 

9609  Junior  Jive  Bombers  (10) 

7-  1 

R- 

9-16 

(8)  

8-  5 

+ 

9-16 

1601  Bob  Wills  and  His  Texas 

Playboys  (10)  

9-  2 

+ 

10-  7 

1602  Listen  to  the  Bands  (10). 

1603  Harry  Owens  and  Royal 

10-  7 

+ 

11-  e 

Hawaiians  (10)  

11-  4 

+ 

11-25 

1604  Sonny  Dunham  and 

Orchestra  (10)  

11-25 

-R 

1-13 

1605  Jammin'  the  Blues  (10).  12- 16 

-H- 

12-  2 

1606  Rhythm  of  the  Rhumba 

(10)  

1-27 

-H 

1-27 

9710  Slightly  Daffy  (7)... 

6-17 

4* 

6-2C 

9711  Brother  Brat  (7) 

7-15 

R- 

8-17 

9714  From  Hand  to  Mouse 

(8)  

8-  5 

R- 

9-16 

9713  Birdy  and  the  Beast  O) 

8-19 

+ 

9-16 

9715  Goldilocks  and  the  Jivin’ 

Bears 

(7)  

9-  2 

R- 

10-  7 

9712  Plane  Daffy  (7) 

9-16 

it 

10-  7 

9716  Lost  and  Foundling  (8) 

9-30 

■± 

11-  4 

9717  Booby  Hatched  <6'/2) . . 

10-14 

4-4- 

11-  4 

9718  The  Stupid  Cupid  (..) 

11-25 

44 

2-24 

9719  Stage  Door  Cartoon  (7) 

12-30 

1-13 

9720  Odor-Able  Kitty  (..).. 

1-  6 

Rt 

2-24 

1701  Draftee  Daffy  (..).... 

1-27 

+ 

2-24 

1702  Trap  Happy  Porky  (..) 

2-24 

1703  Life  With  Feathers  (.  .) 

. 3-24 

9511  Colorado 

Trout  (10).  . . 7-  1 

-R 

7-29 

9513  Bluenose 

Schooner  (10)  . 8-  5 

44 

9-16 

9512  Champions 

of  the  Future 

(10)  . 

11-18 

4R 

11-18 

1501  California 

Here  We  Are 

(10) 

12-16 

-H- 

2-10 

1502  Birds  & Beasts  Were  There 

(..)  • 

12-30 

1503  Glamour  in  Sports  (..)..  1-13 

-R 

2-24 

1504  Bikes  and 

Skis  (..)....  2-10 

+4 

3-10 

8-12 

44 

8-12 

9-  9 

++ 

io-  ■; 

10-21 

44 

12-  2 

1-  6 

44 

12-16 

2-  3 

+4 

1-27 

1004  Coney  Island  Honeymoon 

(■•)  

VITA  PHONE  VARIETY 

1401  Their  Dizzy  Day  (10)...  9-  2 R- 

1402  Ski  Whizz  (9/2) 10-  7 

1403  Outdoor  Living  (10)....  11-  4 R- 

1404  Overseas  Roundup  ( . . ) 3-17 


9-16 

11-25 


Miscellaneous 


Prod.  No. 


Title 


Rel.  Date  Rating  Rev'd. 


United  Artists 

THE  WORLD  IN  ACTION 

The  Labor  Front  (21)  11-19  ± 12-  4 
Russia's  Foreign  Policy  (21)  R-  3-18 
The  Battle  of  Europe 

(17)  5-5  R4  5-27 

Global  Air  Routes  (15)  6-23  -f  10-21 
Fortress  Japan  (17)..  8-10  -R  8-12 

Zero  Hour  (22) R 10-21 

Inside  France  (19) ± 11-  4 

When  Asia  Sneaks  (19) ....  R-  12-16 


Serials 


COLUMBIA 

5140  The  Desert  Hawk 7-7  R- 

15  Chapters. 

6120  Black  Arrow  10-20 

15  Chapters. 

5120  The  Batman  7-16 

15  Chapters. 

6)40  Brenda  Starr,  Reporter...  1-26 
13  Chapters. 

REPUBLIC 

284  Secret  Service  in  Darkest 

Africa  7-10 

15  Chapters. 

381  The  Masked  Marvel.  ..  .11-  6 

12  Chapters. 

382  Captain  America  1-29 

15  Chapters. 

383  The  Tiger  Woman  

12  Chapters. 


7-29 


UNIVERSAL 

8881  Great  Alaskan  Mystery.  . 4-25  R- 

...  Raiders  of  Ghost  City R- 

13  Chapters. 

...  Mystery  of  the  River  Boat  . . . + 

13  Chapters. 

....  Mystery  Queen  of  the 

Jungle  R- 


5-  6 
8-12 


11-  4 

12- 3* 


IN  THE  NEWSREELS 

Movietone  News,  No.  54:  Invasion  of  Iwo 
Jima 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  252:  Iwo  Jima 
Paramount  News,  No.  55:  Iwo  Jima. 

Pathe  News,  No.  57:  Iwo  Jima. 

Universal  News,  No.  378:  Iwo  Jima. 


Movietone  News,  No.  55:  Allies  to  Rhine;  air 
power  pulverizes  Nazis;  bomb  Berlin;  blast  Dres- 
den; wounded  home  from  war;  light  side  of  GI 
news;  Paris;  war  experience;  winter  sports;  roller 
skating  ski  jumping. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  253:  Rhine  push;  British 
fleet  in  Pacific;  angels  of  Bataan;  report  from 
fighting  American;  wounded  home  from  Europe. 

Paramount  News,  No.  56:  Home  for  1.000 
heroes;  two  animal  babes;  Germany. 

Pathe  News,  No.  58:  British  Canadians  into 
Germany;  wounded  return  to  U.S.;  Allied  jet- 
propelled  planes;  commerce  secretary;  RAP  blasts 
Dresden. 

Universal  News,  No.  379:  Wounded  home;  avi- 
ation; jet  plane;  B29  story;  western  front;  a sol- 
dier reports. 

® 

All  American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  125:  Buddy 
Young,  famed  Illinois  U.  athlete,  trains  as  blue- 
jacket; Chicago  war  plant  conducts  rally  as  Red 
Cross  drive  begins;  Burma  Road  GIs  pick  Harriet 
Wright  pinup  girl;  state  department  official  tells 
of  coming  United  Nations  meet;  WAVES  take 
training  as  nurses’  aides;  Brig.  Gen.  Benj.  0.  Davis 
visits  Belgium. 
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AND  PICTURE  GUIDE  INDEX 


An  interpretative  analysis  of  opinions  deduced  from  the  language  of  lay  and  trade  press  reviews.  The  plus 
and  minus  signs  indicate  the  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review. 
This  department  serves  also  as  an  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  to  feature  releases.  Numeral  preceding  title 
is  Picture  Guide  Review  page  number.  In  parenthesis  after  title  is  running  time.  Date  following  distributor  is 
BOXOFFICE  review  date.  Listings  cover  current  reviews.  It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  regularly.  The 
meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  their  combinations  is  as  follows: 

•ft  Very  Good;  -f-  Good;  ± Fair;  q:  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 

In  the  summary  -ft  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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549  Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (SO)  UA. 

. 7-22-44 

+ 

H; 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

7+  1- 

526  Address  Unknown  (72)  Col 

. 4-22-44 

+ 

H; 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

6+  3- 

606  Adventures  of  Kitty  O’Day  (63)  Mono.  2-17-45 

H- 

± 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

7+  7- 

530  Adventures  of  Mark  Twain  (130)  WB  5-  6-44 

-H- 

+ 

f+ 

f+ 

-H- 

44 

44 

134- 

573  Alaska  (76)  Mono 

.10-14-44 

2*2 

H; 

+ 

+ 

2* 

6+  4 — 

529  Allergic  to  Love  (65)  Univ 

. 5-  6-44 

H- 

H; 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

± 

6+  4- 

545  Amazing  Mr.  Forrest  (71)  PRC... 

. 7-  1-44 

2*2 

2*2 

H1 

+ 

•F 

54-  4- 

546  American  Romance,  An  (122)  MGM 

. 7-  1-44 

2*2 

** 

** 

-H 

+ 

4- 

9-4  1- 

575  And  Now  Tomorrow  (85)  Para.... 

. 10-21-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

4- 

8-4 

527  And  the  Angels  Sing  (96)  Para... 

. 4-29-44 

+ 

+ 

2t 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

4- 

7-4  2- 

521  Andy  Hardy’s  Blonde  Trouble  (107) 

MGM  

. 4-  8-44 

+ 

hF 

± 

2t 

+ 

44 

2*2 

8+  4- 

544  Are  These  Our  Parents?  (73)  Mono  6-24-44 

H- 

hF 

H- 

f+ 

+ 

— 

4- 

7-4  4- 

524  Arizona  Whirlwind  (59)  Mono.... 

. 4-15-44 

+ 

2t 

2*2 

2* 

44-  3- 

5S9  Army  Wives  (68)  Mono 

.12-16-44 

2t 

2*2 

H~ 

— 

H- 

2*2 

6-4  7- 

562  Arsenic  and  Old  Lace  (119)  WB... 

. 8-  2-44 

+ 

f+ 

f+ 

++ 

■H- 

+ 

10-4 

555  Atlantic  City  (55)  Rep 

. 8-12-44 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

6+  2- 

542  Attack  (80)  RK0 

. 6-17-44 

+ 

** 

++ 

4+ 

• 

44 

9-4 

B 

572  Babes  on  Swing  Street  (70)  Univ. 

. 9-30-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

Hr 

2* 

7+  6— 

553  Barbary  Coast  Gent  (87)  MGM 

. 8-  5-44 

^h 

2t 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

4- 

7-4  4- 

528  Bathing  Beauty  (101)  MGM 

. 6-  3-44 

** 

+ 

** 

* 

44- 

44 

4- 

114- 

586  Belle  of  the  Yukon  (84)  RK0 

.12-  2-44 

+ 

± 

+ 

2*2 

44 

2* 

7-4  3- 

540  Beneath  Western  Skits  (56)  Rep. 

. 6-10-44 

H^ 

— 

+ 

± 

2* 

5-4  5- 

527  Bermuda  Mystery  (65  ) 20-Fox... 

. 4-29-44 

— 

— 

+ 

H~ 

2*2 

5-4  6- 

610  Betrayal  From  the  East  (85)  RKO. 

. 3-  3-45 

H1 

H1 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

6+  5- 

596  Between  Two  Women  (S3)  MGM... 

. 1-13-45 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

±: 

6+  3- 

531  Between  Two  Worlds  (112)  WB.. 

. 5-13-44 

f+ 

** 

+ 

44 

4- 

1- 

596  Big  Bonanza,  The  (60)  Rep 

. 1-13-45 

H; 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

”F 

2* 

74-  6- 

568  Big  Noise,  The  (74)  20-Fox 

. 9-23-44 

+ 

H1 

— 

2* 

+ 

4- 

± 

6+  4- 

597  Big  Show-Off,  The  (69)  Rep 

. 1-20-45 

+ 

H1 

2*2 

= 

4-4  5- 

565  Black  Magic  (64)  Mono 

. 9-  9-44 

■± 

+ 

2*2 

2* 

—4— 

5+  5- 

Black  Parachute,  The  (65)  Col... 

H^ 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

-* 

6+  6 — 

523  Blazing  Frontier  (59)  PRC 

. 4-15-44 

+ 

2*2 

2* 

3-4  2- 

557  Block  Busters  (60)  Mono 

. 8-19-44 

H1 

2+2 

— 

2+2 

2*2 

— 

5-4  7- 

586  Blonde  Fever  (69)  MGM 

.12-  2-44 

2*2 

+ 

H~ 

+ 

— 

2*2 

5+  4- 

578  Bluebeard  (73)  PRC  

.10-28-44 

H1 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

6+  2- 

610  Body  Snatcher,  The  (78)  RKO 

. 3-  3-45 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

54-  2- 

Bordertown  Trail  (56)  Rep 

2*2 

1-4  1- 

569  Boss  of  Rawhide  (59)  PRC 

. 9-23-44 

— 

H1 

^F 

-F 

3-4  4- 

Bowery  Champs  (62)  Mono 

± 

2*2 

2*2 

Hr 

5+  5- 

573  Bowery  to  Broadway  (94)  Univ... 

.10-28-44 

-*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

7-4  3- 

Brand  of  the  Devil  (61)  PRC.... 

1+  l- 

577  Brazil  (91)  Rep 

.10-28-44 

+ 

+ 

** 

+ 

+ 

44 

4- 

9-4 

Brewster’s  Millions  (..)  UA 

+ 

14- 

552  Bride  by  Mistake  (81)  RKO 

. 7-29-44 

+ 

± 

+ 

44 

44 

4- 

9+  2— 

603  Bring  On  the  Girls  (91)  Para.... 

. 2-17-45 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

7-4  1- 

515  Buffalo  Bill  (90  ) 20-Fox 

. 3-18-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

4- 

94- 

c 

518  California  Joe  (55)  Rep 

. 3-25-44 

2*2 

■±2 

+ 

4- 

2* 

6+  4- 

564  Call  of  the  Jungle  (60)  Mono 

. 9-  2-44 

= 

H1 

— 

— 

2+2 

— 

— 

2-4  S- 

Call  of  the  Rockies  (56)  Rep 

+ 

2*2 

2-4  1- 

Call  of  the  South  Seas  (59)  Rep.. 

hF 

H1 

T 

— 

4+  5- 

538  Candlelight  in  Algeria  (85  ) 20-Fox 

. 6-  3-44 

H; 

± 

2*2 

+ 

4- 

5-4  3- 

589  Can’t  Help  Singing  (89)  Univ 

.12-16-44 

+ 

+ 

If- 

■H 

+ 

4- 

44 

10-4 

538  Canterville  Ghost,  The  (95)  MGM. 

. 6-  3-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

4- 

8-4 

571  Carolina  Blues  (81)  Col 

. 9-30-44 

± 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

2* 

2* 

7-4  5- 

554  Casanova  Brown  (92)  RKO 

. 8-  5-44 

f+ 

+ 

** 

++ 

44 

4- 

44 

124- 

Castle  of  Crimes  (60)  PRC 

1-4  1- 

523  Charlie  Cban  and  the  Chinese 

Cat  (64i/2)  Mono 

. 4-15-44 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

2* 

2*2 

-F 

64-  4- 

Cheyenne  Wildcat  (56)  Rep 

Hr- 

2* 

2-4  2- 

604  Chicago  Kid  (68)  Rep 

. 2-17-45 

•±2 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

74-  6- 

542  Christmas  Holiday  (93)  Univ 

. 6-17-44 

+ 

Hr 

+ 

■ft 

44 

4- 

8+  1- 

603  Circumstantial  Evidence  (67)  20-Fox  2-17-45 

2*r 

2*2 

H- 

2*2 

± 

2*2 

6+  6— 

571  Climax,  The  (86)  Univ 

. 9-30-44 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

2* 

7-4  3- 

527  Coastal  Command  (60)  RKO 

. 4-29-44 

2+2 

2*2 

4+ 

+ 

44 

7-f  2- 

530  Cobra  Woman  (70)  Univ 

. 5-  6-44 

Hh 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

-F 

-F 

64-  4- 

Code  of  the  Prairie  (50)  Rep.... 

+ 

H^ 

2-4  1- 

Colonel  Blimp  (..)  UA 

44 

2-4 

574  Conspirators,  The  (101)  WB 

.10-14-44 

Hh 

2*2 

+ 

— 

4- 

2* 

6+  5- 

531  Contender,  The  (66)  PRC 

. 5-13-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

— 

H- 

-F 

6-4  7- 

514  Cover  Girl  (107)  Col 

. 3-11-44 

f+ 

+ 

++ 

-H- 

44 

44 

44 

13-4 

522  Cowboy  and  the  Senorita  (78)  Rep.  4-  8-44 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

Hr 

4- 

^F 

64-  3- 

Cowboy  From  Lonesome  River  (55) 

Col 

2*2 

1-4  1- 

Crazy  Knights  (63)  Mono 

H- 

H- 

2+ 

2— 

553  Crime  by  Night  (72)  WB 

. 8-  5-44 

2* 

2* 

H- 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

6+ 

6- 

602  Crime  Doctor’s  Courage,  The 

(70)  Col 

. 2-10-45 

+ 

2* 

^F 

2*2 

2*2 

5+ 

4— 

601  Crime, Inc.  (74J/2)  PRC.... 

. 2-10-45 

+ 

2* 

2*2 

2*2 

4+ 

3— 

560  Cry  of  the  Werewolf  (63)  Col.... 

. 8-26-44 

2* 

Hr 

-F 

2*2 

2+2 

-F 

H1 

7+ 

7- 

583  Cyclone  Prairie  Rangers  (56)  Col. 

.11-18-44 

2* 

2*2 

2+ 

3- 

D 

594  Dancing  in  Manhattan  (60)  Col.... 

.12-30-44 

2* 

H1 

H- 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

H- 

7+ 

7- 

557  Dangerous  Journey  (73)  20-Fox. . . 

. 8-19-44 

2* 

2* 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

3- 

591  Dangerous  Passage  (62)  Para 

.12-23-44 

2* 

2* 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2+2 

6+ 

6- 

566  Dark  Mountain  (56)  Para 

. 9-  9-44 

2* 

2* 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

±2 

7+ 

4— 

583  Dark  Waters  (89)  UA 

.11-18-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

44 

8+ 

1— 

526  Days  of  Glory  (86)  RKO 

. 4-22-44 

2* 

2* 

H- 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

■+2 

7+ 

6- 

569  Dead  Man’s  Eyes  (64)  Univ 

. 9-23-44 

2* 

2* 

— 

+ 

+ 

-F 

2*2 

6+ 

5- 

609  Delightfully  Dangerous  (92)  UA... 

. 3-  3-45 

~ 

H- 

H- 

H- 

H- 

H- 

5+ 

7- 

547  Delinquent  Daughters  (72)  PRC... 

. 7-15-44 

+ 

Hr 

-F 

+ 

2t. 

— 

34- 

3- 

587  Destiny  (65)  Univ 

.12-  9-44 

2* 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

H- 

7+ 

4— 

520  Detective  Kitty  O’Day  (61)  Mono. 

. 4-  1-44 

-F 

2* 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2*r 

2*2 

7+ 

6- 

548  Dixie  Jamboree  (72)  PRC 

. 7-15-44 

-F 

+ 

H- 

2*2 

2*2 

— 

5+ 

5- 

611  Docks  of  New  York  (62)  Mono 

. 3-10-45 

2*2 

2* 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

hF 

64- 

5- 

592  Double  Exposure  (64)  Para 

.12-23-44 

4- 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

5+ 

2— 

528  Double  Indemnity  (106)  Para. . . 

. 4-29-44 

f+ 

** 

4+ 

44 

44 

44 

12+ 

561  Doughgirls,  The  (102)  WB 

. 9-  2-44 

** 

+ 

4+ 

+ 

44 

2*2 

2*2 

10+ 

2— 

550  Dragon  Seed  (145)  MGM 

. 7-22-44 

+ 

++ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

12+ 

540  Drifter,  The  (60)  PRC 

. 6-10-44 

2* 

H- 

Hr 

^F 

4+ 

4- 

E 


602  Eadie  Was  a Lady  (67)  Col 

. 2-10-45 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

H- 

6+  5 — 

611  Earl  Carroll  Vanities  (..)  Rep..t. 

. 3-10-45 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

5+  4- 

603  Enchanted  Cottage,  The  (92)  RKO. 

. 2-17-45 

+ 

+ 

■+ 

+f 

++ 

+ 

9+ 

End  of  the  Road  (51)  Rep 

2*2 

2*2 

Hh 

— 

2*2 

2*2 

5+  6- 

561  Enemy  of  Women  (86)  Mono 

. 9-  2-44 

2*2 

2+r 

H- 

+ 

H2 

2*2 

6+  5- 

585  Enter  Arsene  Lupin  (72)  Univ... 

.12-  2-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

Hh 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

7+  3- 

609  Escape  in  the  Fog  (62)  Col 

. 3-  3-45 

2*2 

1+  1- 

611  Eve  Knew  Her  Apples  (62)  Col.... 

. 3-10-45 

2*2 

1+  1- 

534  Eve  of  St.  Hark,  The  (96  ) 20-Fox  5-20-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

7+ 

567  Ever  Since  Venus  (74)  Col 

. 9-23-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

2t 

+ 

2*2 

— 

6+  6- 

587  Experiment  Perilous  (91)  RKO.... 

.12-  9-44 

-H- 

Hr 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

** 

9+  1- 

F 

578  Faces  in  the  Fog  (71)  Rep 

.10-28-44 

+ 

2*2 

Hh 

2t 

Hh 

+ 

H- 

7+  5- 

588  Falcon  in  Hollywood  (67)  RKO... 

.12-  9-44 

+ 

2+2 

2*2 

■ + 

+ 

2*2 

H- 

7+  4- 

554  Falcon  in  Mexico  (70)  RKO 

. 8-  5-44 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

7+  2- 

514  Falcon  Out  West,  The  (64)  RKO. 

. 3-11-44 

2*2 

Hr 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

2+2 

H1 

7+  6- 

Fashion  Model  (..)  Mono 

Hh 

1+  1- 

595  Fighting  Lady,  The  (61)  20- Fox. . 

. 1-13-45 

+ 

** 

+ 

+ 

** 

** 

9+ 

Firebrands  of  Arizona  (55)  Rep.... 

hF 

1+  1- 

606  Fog  Island  (67)  PRC 

. 2-17-45 

= 

2*2 

2*2 

= 

2+  6- 

520  Follow  the  Boys  (109)  Univ 

. 4-  1-44 

tf 

+ 

** 

** 

** 

+ 

+ 

11+ 

544  Follow  the  Leader  (65)  Mono 

. 6-24-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

H- 

2± 

2*2 

6+  6- 

549  Forty  Thieves  (60)  UA 

. 7-22-44 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

3+  3- 

516  Four  Jills  in  a Jeep  (89)  20-Fox. . 

. 3-18-44 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  1- 

568  Frenchman’s  Creek  (113)  Para. . . 

. 9-23-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

** 

** 

+ 

2*2 

9+  1- 

606  Frisco  Sal  (94)  Univ 

. 2-17-45 

+ 

+F 

2*2 

+ 

•+ 

2*2 

H~ 

8+  4- 

564  Frontier  Outlaws  (58)  PRC 

. 9-  2-44 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

hF 

EH-  3- 

Fuzzy  Settles  Down  (60)  PRC.... 

2*2 

H1 

2+  2- 

G 

528  Gambler’s  Choice  (66)  Para 

. 4-29-44 

2±2 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

7+  5- 

570  Gangsters  of  the  Frontier  (56)  PRC 

. 9-23-44 

— 

H- 

— 

1+  3- 

532  Gaslight  (114)  MGM  

. 5-13-44 

+ 

** 

+ 

+ 

** 

** 

** 

11+ 

591  Gentle  Annie  (SO)  MGM 

.12-23-44 

2*2 

H1 

2*2 

Hr 

2*2 

+ 

6+  5- 

540  Ghost  Catchers  (68)  Univ 

. 6-10-44 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

— 

** 

Hh 

6+  4 — 

Ghost  Guns  (60)  Mono 

+ 

1+ 

612  G.  1.  Honeymoon  (70)  Mono 

. 3-10-45 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

3+  3- 

544  Gildersleeve  Sees  Ghost  (63)  RKO. 

. 6-22-44 

2*2 

2t 

-+- 

2*2 

+ 

^F 

H- 

7+  6- 

Girl  in  the  Case,  The  (64)  Col.... 

H2 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

5+  4- 

Girl  Who  Dared,  The  (56)  Rep.. 

H- 

Hh 

2+2 

hF 

4+  4- 

577  Girt  Rush  (65)  RKO 

.10-28-44 

+ 

H- 

+ 

hF 

+ 

H- 

7+  4— 

60S  God  Is  My  Co-Pilot  (88)  WB 

. 2-24-45 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5+  1- 

571  Goia’  to  Town  (69)  RKO 

. 9-30-44 

2*2 

H1 

H- 

2*2 

Hh 

H- 

6-f- 

539  Goodnight,  Sweetheart  (67)  Rep . . 

. 6-10-44 

— 

2+2 

-F 

2*2 

— 

Hh 

2±2 

5+  7- 

536  Goyescas  (110)  RKO 

. 5-27-44 

=p 

H2 

2*2 

3+  3- 

Great  Flamarian,  The  (..)  Rep.... 

2*2 

2*2 

H“ 

— 

4+  5 — 

Mar.  17,  1945 


8 


BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser 


tt  Very  Good;  4-  Good;  — Fair;  =i=  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 


In  the  summary  tt  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


«b 

£ 

« 

E 

m 

a» 

m 

a. 

is 

m 

»- 

■i 

a 

"S 

c 

o 

*3 

•a 

m 

% 

m 

1 

« 

u 

£ 

o 

s 

M 

“e 

© £ 
‘Z  o 

ra  & 

>» 

ai 

a 

ilm  Daily 

ollywood 

eporter 

at 

II 

re  « 

-*  1 

£-5 

»> 

•S 

E 

E 

at 

m 

m 

A. 

HP 

m 

i 

K 

3 

B 

5 

© 

I 

s 

•a 

i 

s 

s 

5 

X 

m 

Sa 

1 1 

ft  at 

>% 

at 

ilm  Daily 

f§ 

o 

f'l 

■e  & 

£1 

». 

n 

E 

E 

3 

A.* 

p 

K 

a 

K 

CO 

zee 

> 

U_ 

ZfiC 

cl  SE 

ac  o 

CO 

A l 

wc 

a 

ac 

ca 

= “= 

> 

U- 

zz 

a.  X 

5BQ 

CM 

566  Great  Mike,  The  (73)  PRC 9-  9-44 

541  Great  Moment,  The  (S3)  Para 6-17-44 

Great  Stagecoach  Robbery  (..)  Rep 

555  Greenwich  Village  (82  ) 20-Fox 8-12-44 

597  Grissly’s  Millions  (71)  Rep 1-20-45 

589  Guest  in  the  House  (120)  UA 12-16-44 

Gunsmoke  (..)  Mono 

547  Gunsmoke  Mesa  (59)  PRC 7-15-44 

601  Guy,  a Gal  and  a Pal,  A (63)  Col. . • • 2-10-45 

556  Gypsy  Wildcat  (86)  Uni* 8-12-44 

H 

541  Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  (101) 

Para  6-17-44 

533  Hairy  Ape,  The  (91)  UA 5-20-44 

598  Hangover  Square  (77)  20-Fox 1-20-45 

513  Hat  Check  Honey  (68)  Uni* 3-11-44 

604  Having  Wonderful  Crime  (70)  RKO.  2-17-45 

551  Heavenly  Days  (72)  RKO 7-29-44 

527  Henry  Aldrich  Plays  Cupid  (65)  Para  4-29-44 

542  Henry  Aldrich’s  Little  Secret 

(74)  Para  6-17-44 

601  Her  Lucky  Night  (63)  Univ 2-10-45 

600  Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (88)  Uni*....  2-  3-45 

591  Here  Come  the  WAVES  (99)  Para.  .12-23-44 

594  Hi  Beautiful  (64)  Uni* 12-30-44 

516  Hi  Good-Lookin'  (62)  Unlv 3-18-44 

607  High  Powered  ( . . ) Para. . 2-24-45 

525  Hitler  Gang,  The  (100)  Para 4-22-44 

588  Hollywood  Canteen  (124)  WB 12-9-44 

536  Home  in  Indiana  (103)  20-Fox....  5-27-44 

513  Hot  Rhythm  (79)  Mono 3-11-44 

612  Hotel  Berlin  (98)  WB 3-10-45 

593  House  of  Frankenstein  (71)  Uni*. . .12-30-44 

I 

577  1 Accuse  My  Parents  (68)  PRC. ..  .10-28-44 

601  I Love  a Mystery  (69)  Col 2-10-45 

539  I Love  a Soldier  (104)  Para 6-10-44 

592  I’ll  Be  Seeing  You  (86)  UA 12-23-44 

579  I’m  From  Arkansas  (70)  PRC 10-28-44 

559  Impatient  Years,  The  (91)  Col 8-26-44 

558  In  Society  (74)  Uni* 8-19-44 

567  In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (72)  20-Fox  9-23-44 
573  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  (90)  20-Fox  10-14-44 

537  Invisible  Man’s  Revenge,  The 

(78)  Uni*  6-  3-44 

518  It  Happened  Tomorrow  (85)  UA...  3-25-44 
610  It’s  a Pleasure  (90)  RKO 3-  3-45 

605  It’s  in  the  Bag  (90)  UA 2-17-45 

I 

Jade  Mask,  The  (66)  Mono 

522  Jamboree  (71)  Rep  4-  8-44 

551  Janie  (102)  WB 7-29-44 

533  Johnny  Doesn’t  Live  Here 

Any  More  (79)  Mono 5-20-44 

535  Jungle  Woman  (67)  Uni* 5-27-44 


K 

Kansas  City  Kitty  (72)  Col 

604  Keep  Your  Powder  Dry  (93)  MGM..  2-17-45 
592  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (137)  20-Fox. 12-30-44 
Kid  Sister,  The  (. .)  PRC 


560  Kismet  (100)  MGM 8-26-44 

L 

517  Ladies  Courageous  (88)  Uni* 3-25-44 

533  Ladies  of  Washington  (61)  20-Fox. . 5-20-44 

520  Lady  in  Death  House  (58)  PRC 4-  1-44 

593  Lake  Placid  Serenade  (85)  Rep. . .12-30-44 

Land  of  the  Outlaws  (56)  Mono 

Last  Horseman,  The  (54)  Col 

567  Last  Ride,  The  (56)  WB 9-23-44 

576  Laura  (88)  20- Fox  10-21-44 

546  Law  Men  (55)  Mono 7-  1-44 

548  Law  of  the  Saddle  (59)  PRC 7-15-44 

Law  of  the  Valley  (59)  Mono... 

605  Leave  It  to  Blondie  (69)  Col 2-17-45 

569  Leave  It  to  the  Irish  (61)  Mono...  9-23-44 

598  Let’s  Go  Steady  (60)  Col 1-20-45 

581  Lights  of  Old  Santa  Fe  (78)  Rep.  .11-11-44 

561  Lost  in  a Harem  (89)  MGM 9-  2-44 

549  Louisiana  Hayride  (67)  Col 7-22-44 

521  Liuahtrjack  (64)  UA 4-  8-44 


+ 

+ 

H- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

~h 

7+  2- 

tt 

tt 

+ 

+ 

+ 

tt 

10+  1- 

1+  1- 

+ 

HH 

4- 

tt 

+ 

+ 

8+  2- 

4- 

2+z 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

6+  1- 

4- 

2*2 

tt 

4- 

-H- 

+ 

9+  2- 

2*2 

2+  2- 

± 

T 

4+  4~ 

+ 

1+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

7+  4- 

+ 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

15+ 

+ 

+ 

tt 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

+ 

+ 

tt 

+ 

tt 

tt 

+ 

10+ 

H^ 

2*r 

Hh 

± 

Hk 

± 

6+  6- 

2*2 

h- 

;h 

— 

5+  6- 

— 

2*2 

H; 

+ 

tt 

+ 

+ 

7+  3- 

+ 

■±2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  2- 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

7+  4 — 

2*2 

hh 

2*2 

= 

Hh 

5+  7- 

+ 

-4- 

tt 

+ 

tt 

+ 

+ 

9+  1- 

+ 

± 

tt 

-H- 

tt 

+ 

+ 

10+  1— 

— 

^h 

— 

H1 

— 

— 

3+  7- 

Hh 

2*2 

Hh 

+ 

+ 

6+  4- 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

5+  4— 

Hh 

2*2 

+ 

-ft 

+ 

+ 

7+  2- 

tt 

+ 

tt 

-H- 

-H- 

+ 

+ 

U+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

tt 

tt 

tt 

+ 

10+ 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

7+  5- 

+ 

± 

tt 

+ 

tt 

8+  2— 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

7+  5- 

-h 

dt 

— 

— 

— 

4+  7- 

6+  6- 

tt 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  3- 

+ 

+ 

tt 

+ 

+ 

tt 

&+ 

5+  5— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

tt 

+ 

tt 

9+  1- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

tt 

tt 

+ 

9+  1- 

± 

+ 

± 

7+  6— 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

14+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  2- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

tt 

7+  2— 

+ 

+ 

tt 

+ 

7+  2- 

±: 

6+  6- 

+ 

7+  6- 

+ 

-H- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

frf  1- 

+ 

Hh 

+ 

+ 

7+  4- 

+ 

-h 

2*2 

2*2 

5+  4- 

Hr 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

6+  5- 

+ 

+ 

•H- 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

12+ 

1+  1- 

+ 

+ 

•tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

+ 

11+ 

+ 

Hh 

H1 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

2*2 

7+  5- 

2*2 

Hh 

2± 

2*2 

6+  6- 

+ 

■P 

2*2 

2*2 

— 

4+  4— 

2*2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

tt 

+ 

8+  2- 

2t 

= 

-+- 

2+  4- 

2*2 

Hr 

— 

2t 

H1 

4+  5- 

2*2 

2*: 

Hh 

2*2 

6+  6 — 

+ 

+ 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

12+ 

2*r 

+ 

2*2 

-h 

5+  4- 

2*2 

^h 

2*2 

4+  ^ 

2t 

3+  3- 

+ 

+ 

3+  1- 

-P 

2*2 

2*2 

2*2 

+ 

2*2 

Hr 

7+  6— 

H1 

— 

= 

3+  6- 

+ 

tt 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

+ 

+ 

tt 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

8+  1- 

hh 

-h 

+ 

2± 

-h 

7+  6- 

H2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2t 

«+ 

M 

558  Machine  Gun  Mama  (67)  PRC 8-19-44 

551  Mademoiselle  Fifl  (69)  RKO 7-29-44 

585  Main  Street  After  Dark  (56)  MGM.  12-  2-44 

555  Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (90)  MGM....  8-12-44 

534  Make  Your  Own  Bed  (82)  WB 5-20-44 

532  Man  From  Frisco  (91)  Rep 5-13-44 

578  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street,  The 

(92)  Para  10-28-44 

599  Man  Who  Walked  Alone,  The 

(60)  PRC  2-  3-45 

543  Marine  Raiders  (91)  RKO 6-24-44 

574  Mark  of  the  Whistler,  The 

(61)  Col  10-14-44 

Marked  for  Murder  (..)  PRC 

580  Marked  Trails  (59)  Mono 10-28-44 

556  Marriage  Is  a Private  Affair  (117) 

MGM  8-12-44 

Marshal  of  Reno  (56)  Rep 

540  Mask  of  Dimitrios,  The  (95)  WB..  6-10-44 

567  Master  Race,  The  (96)  RKO 9-23-44 

582  Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (113)  MGM . .11-11-44 

575  Meet  Miss  Bobby  Socks  (68)  Col..  .10-21-44 

522  Meet  the  People  (100)  MGM 4-  8-44 

Men  of  the  Sea  (50)  PRC 

559  Merry  Monahans,  The  (90)  Uni*...  8-26-44 

543  Minstrel  Man  (69)  PRC 6-24-44 

576  Ministry  of  Fear  (84)  Para 10-21-44 

584  Missing  Juror,  The  (66)  Col 11-18-44 

Molly  and  Me  (..)  20-Fox 

559  Moonlight  and  Cactus  (60)  Uni*....  8-26-44 

596  Mr.  Emmanuel  (92)  UA 1-13-45 

536  Mr.  Skeffington  (127)  WB 5-27-44 

547  Mr.  Winkle  Goes  to  War  (80)  Col.  7-15-44 

568  Mrs.  Parkington  (124)  MGM  ....  9-23-44 

598  Mummy’s  Curse,  The  (60)  Univ 1-20-45 

531  Mummy’s  Ghost,  The  (65)  Univ 5-13-44 

583  Murder  in  the  Blue  Room  (61)  Univ. 11-18-44 

588  Murder,  My  Sweet  (95)  RKO 12-  9-44 

590  Music  for  Millions  (117)  M G M ....  12-16-44 

552  Music  in  Manhattan  (81)  RKO....  7-29-44 

515  My  Best  Gal  (67)  Rep 3-18-44 

576  My  Buddy  (69)  Rep 10-21-44 

586  My  Gal  Loves  Musio  (63)  Univ 12-  2-44 

568  My  Pal  Wolf  (75)  RKO 9-23-44 

543  Mystery  Man  (58)  UA 6-24-44 


N 

514  Nabonga  (75)  PRC 3-11-44 

565  National  Barn  Dance  (76)  Para....  9-  9-44 

590  National  Velvet  (124)  MGM 12-16-44 

590  Nevada  (62)  RKO 12-16-44 

594  Night  Club  Girl  (60)  Univ 12-30-44 

538  Night  of  Adventure,  A (65)  RKO..  6-  3-44 
572  None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (113)  RKO  9-30-44 
585  Nothing  But  Trouble  (69)  MGM 12-  2-44 

o 

600  Objective,  Burma!  (142)  WB 2-3-45 

558  Oh,  What  a Night  (71)  Mono 8-19-44 

Old  Chisholm  Trail  (60)  Univ 

525  Once  Upon  a Time  (89)  Col 4-22-44 

577  One  Body  Too  Many  (76)  Para 10-28-44 

One  Mysterious  Night  (61)  Col 

562  Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(81)  Para  9-  2-44 

537  Outlaw  Trail  (53)  Mono 6-  3-44 

555  Outlaws  of  Santa  Fe  (56)  Rep 8-12-44 

P 

604  Pan  Americana  (70)  RKO  2-17-45 

530  Pardon  My  Rhythm  (62)  Univ 5-  6-44 

531  Partners  of  the  Trail  (55)  Mono 5-13-44 

509  Passage  to  Marseille  (109)  WB 2-19-44 

505  Passport  to  Destiny  (64)  RKO....  2-  5-44 

561  Pearl  of  Death,  The  (69)  Univ 9-  2-44 

607  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray  (110)  MGM..  2-24-45 
525  Pin-Up  Girl  (83)  20-Fox 4-22-44 

Pinto  Bandit,  The  (56)  PRC.. 

545  Port  of  Forty  Thieves  (58)  Rep....  7-  1-44 
612  Power  of  the  Whistler,  The  (72)  Col.  3-10-43 
592  Practically  Yours  (90)  Para 12-23-44 
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44  Very  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  T Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor. 


In  the  summary  44  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  — as  2 minuses. 
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576  Princess  and  the  Pirate,  The 

T 

(94)  Rl<0  

10-21-44 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

12+ 

593  Tahiti  Nights  (63)  Col 12-30-44 

2+2 

H- 

H- 

H- 

— 

H- 

H- 

539  Take  It  Big  (76)  Para 6-10-44 

H- 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

B 

548  Take  It  or  Leave  It  (70)  20-Fox..  7-15-44 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2t 

2*2 

572  Tall  in  the  Saddle  (87)  RKO 9-30-44 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

532  Raiders  of  Red  Gap  (59)  PRC 

5-13-44 

2+2 

H- 

H= 

3+  3- 

569  That’s  My  Baby  (68)  Rep 9-23-44 

= 

2+ 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

565  Rainbow  Island  (97)  Para 

9-  9-44 

2± 

2+2 

+ 

44 

2+2 

+ 

8+  4- 

There  Goes  Kelly  (••)  Mono 

H- 

H- 

H- 

563  Range  Law  (57)  Mono 

9-  2-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

H1 

2+2 

6-}-  6 — 

They  Live  in  Fear  (65)  Col 

H- 

2+2 

— 

2*2 

566  Reckless  Age  (63)  Univ 

9-  9-44 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

H~ 

+ 

6+  4- 

589  They  Shall  Have  Faith  (S3)  Mono.  .12-16-44 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

548  Return  of  the  Ape  Man  (60)  Mono 

7-15-44 

— 

H1 

2+2 

+ 

H- 

4+  4- 

587  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (101)  MGM. 12-  9-44 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

44 

44 

+ 

Riders  of  Santa  Fe  (63)  Univ 

2+2 

1+  1- 

584  Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo 

579  Riding  West  (58)  Col 

10-28-44 

+ 

H- 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

6+  5- 

(138)  MGM  11-18-44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

535  Roger  Touhy.  Gangster  (65)  20-Fox  5-27-44 

db 

+ 

H- 

+ 

+ 

64-  3- 

530  This  Is  the  Life  (87)  Univ 5-  6-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

44 

605  Rogues’  Gallery  (60)  PRC 

2-17-45 

±2 

2+2 

2+2 

-+~ 

4+  4- 

595  This  Man’s  Navy  (100)  MGM 1-13-45 

+ 

2+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

519  Rosie  the  Riveter  (75)  Rep 

4-  1-44 

: ± : 

2b 

± 

— 

± 

64-  7 

Thoroughbreds  (55)  Rep 

2+ 

2+2 

±2 

H- 

606  Rough  Riding  Justice  (58)  Col 

2-17-45 

1+  1- 

590  Three  Caballeros,  The  (71)  RKO ..  .12-16-44 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

609  Rough,  Tough  and  Ready  (66)  Col- 

3-  3-45 

■±2 

H- 

2+  2- 

585  Three  Is  a Family  (81)  UA 12-  2-44 

++ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

600  Roughly  Speaking  (128)  WB 

2-  3-45 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

44 

44 

9+  3- 

554  Three  Little  Sisters  (69)  Rep 8-  5-44 

2+2 

-+2 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

581  Rustler's  Hideout  (62)  PRC 

11-11-44 

2*22 

H- 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

5+  5— 

529  Three  Men  in  White  (85)  MGM 5-  6-44 

+ 

+ 

2*2 

2+2 

+ 

563  Three  of  a Kind  (67)  Mono 9-  2-44 

2+2 

H= 

2+2 

H- 

599  Thunderhead — Son  of  Flicka 

s 

(78)  20- Fox  2-  3-45 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

593  Saddle  Leather  Law  (55)  Col 

12-30-44 

2+2 

* — 

1+  2- 

572  Thundering  Gun  Slinoers  (60)  PRC.  9-30-44 

hF 

— 

2+2 

H- 

hF 

598  Sagebrush  Heroes  (54)  Col 

1-20-45 

± 

H- 

2+  2— 

565  Till  We  Meet  Again  (88)  Para 9-  9-44 

H- 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

60S  Salty  O’Rourke  (100)  Para 

2-24-45 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

5+  1- 

581  Together  Again  (100)  Col 11-11-44 

+f 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

San  Antonio  Kid,  The  (56)  Rep... 

2+2 

2+2 

2+  2- 

574  To  Have  and  Have  Not  (100)  WB.. 10-14-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

566  San  Diego,  1 Love  You  (83)  Univ.. 

9-  9-44 

+ 

4- 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

±2 

8+  1- 

591  Tomorrow  the  World  (87)  UA 12-30-44 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

562  San  Fernando  Valley  (74)  Rep.... 

9-  2-44 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

6+  3- 

600  Tonight  and  Every  Night  (92)  Col..  2-  3-45 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

Saratoga  Trunk  (..)  WB 

44 

2+ 

Topeka  Terror,  The  (55)  Rep 

2+2 

529  Scarlet  Claw,  The  (74)  Univ 

5-  6-44 

H; 

±. 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

■±2 

+ 

7+  4- 

581  Town  Went  Wild,  The  (79)  PRC- . .11-11-44 

2+2 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

537  Secret  Command  (82)  Col 

6-  3-44 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

7+  2- 

520  Trail  of  Terror  (63)  PRC 4-  1-44 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

543  Secrets  of  Scotland  Yard  (68)  Rep. 

6-24-44 

2+2 

± 

+ 

H; 

+ 

2+2 

6+  4— 

599  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,  A (128) 

602  See  My  Lawyer  (69)  Univ 

2-10-45 

± 

2+2 

H~ 

2+2 

4+  4- 

20-Fox  2-  3-45 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

544  Sensations  of  1945  (86)  UA  . . . . 

6-24-44 

2± 

4 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

Trigger  Law  (54)  Mono 

H- 

584  Sergeant  Mike  (60)  Col 

11-18-44 

±2 

Hr 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

H- 

6+  5- 

522Trocadero  (74)  Rep 4-  8-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

H- 

525  Seven  Days  Ashore  (74)  RKO 

4-22-44 

+ 

* 

“f* 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

6+  3- 

538  Tucson  Raiders  (55)  Rep 6-  3-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

557  Seven  Doors  to  Death  (62)  PRC... 

8-19-44 

— 

H; 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

6+  7- 

515  Tunisian  Victory  (76)  MGM 3-18-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

552  Seventh  Cross,  The  (112)  MGM . . . 

7-29-44 

2+z 

+ 

4+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

44 

8+  2- 

539  Twilight  on  the  Prairie  (62)  Univ..  6-10-44 

H- 

2+2 

2+2 

— 

H^ 

575  Shadow  of  Suspicion  (68)  Mono. . . 

.10-21-44 

2t 

2+2 

-f- 

±2 

+ 

2+2 

2+: 

7+  6- 

528  Two  Girls  and  a Sailor 

575  Shadows  in  the  Night  (67)  Col... 

.10-21-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

6+  6- 

(124)  MGM  4-29-44 

+ 

44 

+2 

44 

44 

44 

44 

596  She  Gets  Her  Man  (74)  'Jniv 

1-13-45 

2+z 

2+2 

H- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

-+- 

7+  4- 

551  She’s  a Soldier  Too  (67)  Col 

7-29-44 

2+2 

:r 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

6+  4-- 

587  She’s  a Sweetheart  (69)  Col 

.12-  9-44 

2+2 

2±_ 

2+2 

4+  4— 

u 

Sheriff  of  Cimarron  ( . . ) Rep 

+ 

1+ 

549  U-Boat  Prisoner  (65)  Col 7-22-44 

H- 

2+2 

Hr- 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

Sheriff  of  Las  Vegas  (55)  Rep  ... 

+ 

1+ 

503  Uncensored  (83  ) 20-Fox  2-  5-44 

2+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

Sheriff  of  Sundown  (56)  Rep 

+ 

2+  1- 

597  Under  Western  Skies  (57)  Univ 1-20-45 

— 

-+- 

H- 

H- 

— 

515  Shine  On  Harvest  Moon  (112)  WB. 

3-18-44 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

7+  2- 

556  Underground  Guerrillas  (82)  Col  . . . 8-12-44 

H- 

+ 

526  Show  Business  (92)  RKO 

4-22-44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

10+ 

608  Unseen,  The  (80)  Para 2-24-45 

H- 

2+2 

+ 

2*2 

+ 

560  Sign  of  the  Cross  (118)  Para.  . . . 

8-26-44 

+ 

44 

H- 

4+  1- 

582  Unwritten  Code,  The  (61)  Col 11-11-44 

— 

— 

H- 

Silent  Partner  (55)  Rep 

Sfc 

± 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

6+  4- 

517  Up  In  Mabel’s  Room  (76)  UA....  3-25-44 

+ 

+ 

+2 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

Silver  City  Kid  (55)  Rep 

-F 

^F 

2+  2- 

Utah  Kid,  The  (57)  Mono 

2+2 

552  Since  You  Went  Away  (174)  UA. 

7-29-44 

44 

44 

4+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

595  Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas  (66)  Col.. 

. 1-13-45 

+ 

2+2 

2+  1- 

v 

558  Sing,  Neighbor,  Sing  (70)  Rep... 

. 8-19-44 

±. 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

7+  7- 

563  Valley  of  Vengeance  (56)  PRC 9-  2-44 

H; 

2+2 

+ 

570  Singing  Sheriff,  The  (63)  Univ.... 

. 9-23-44 

— 

=F 

2+2 

H- 

— 

2+2 

+ 

5+  6- 

573  Very  Thought  of  You,  The 

528  Slightly  Terrific  (58)  Univ 

4-29-44 

H1 

T 

2+2 

H- 

-F 

H- 

(99)  WB  10-14-44 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

44 

2+2 

+ 

516  Snow  White  and  the  Seven 

Vigilantes  o#  Dodge  City  (55)  Rep 

2+2 

Dwarfs  (83)  RKO 

3-18-44 

+ 

i+ 

513  Voice  in  the  Wind  (84)  UA 3-11-44 

2+ 

2+2 

+2 

+ 

44 

+ 

582  Something  for  the  Boys  (87)  20-Fox  11-11-44 

2+2 

2+- 

+4 

4- 

2+2 

+ 

8+  4- 

607  Song  for  Miss  Julie  (69)  Rep 

. 2-24-45 

— 

2+2 

H- 

+ 

— 

3+  5- 

542  Song  of  Nevada  (75)  Rep 

. 6-17-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

54- 

W 

529  Song  of  the  Open  Road  (93)  UA. 

. 5-  6-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

7+  1- 

534  Waterfront  (66)  PRC 5-20-44 

2+ 

2+2 

H- 

+ 

2+2 

599  Song  to  Remember,  A (112)  Col.. 

. 2-  3-45 

+ 

4+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

12+ 

553  WAVE,  a Wac,  a Marine,  A (70) 

564  Sonora  Stagecoach  (51)  Mono 

. 9-  2-44 

+ 

+ 

— 

2+2 

2+2 

H- 

5+  4- 

2+ 

~ 

2+2 

+ 

H- 

H- 

559  Soul  of  a Monster,  The  (61)  Col... 

. 8-26-44 

H- 

= 

2+2 

— 

+ 

2+2 

5+  7- 

521  Weird  Woman  (64)  Univ 4-  8-44 

2+ 

H- 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

536  South  of  Dixie  (61)  Univ 

. 5-27-44 

— 

± 

+ 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

— 

6+  7 

580  West  of  Rio  Grande  (57)  Mono.  .10-28-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

-+*• 

610  Spell  of  Amy  Nugent,  The  (60)  PRC  3-  3-45 

2+2 

H- 

2+2 

3+  3— 

518  Westward  Bound  (54)  Mono 3-25-44 

2+ 

+2 

= 

2+2 

± 

Stagecoach  to  Monterey  (55)  Rep. 

+ 

2+2 

2+  1-- 

557  When  Strangers  Marry  (67)  Mono. . . 8-19-44 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Stars  on  Parade  (63)  Col 

^F 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

— 

4+  5- 

570  When  the  Lights  Go  On  Again 

545  Step  Lively  (88)  RKO 

. 7-  1-44 

+ 

H; 

2+2 

+ 

44 

+ 

7+  2- 

(74)  PRC  9-23-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

562  Storm  Over  Lisbon  (86)  Rep 

. 9-  2-44 

2±2 

-+- 

^F 

+ 

2+2 

6+  5- 

602  What  a Blonde  (71)  RKO 2-10-45 

2+ 

2+2 

2+2 

Hr 

+ 

H- 

— 

526  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell  (136)  Para. 

. 4-22-44 

+ 

-£ 

4+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

12+  1- 

550  Whistler,  The  (59)  Col 7-22-44 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

573  Strange  Affair  (78)  Col 

.10-14-44 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

2+2 

H- 

7+  5- 

516  White  Cliffs  of  Dover  (126)  MGM-.  3-18-44 

++ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

603  Strange  Illusion  (87)  I^RC 

. 2-17-45 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5+  1- 

556  Wilson  (158  ) 20-Fox 8-12-44 

4+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Strangers  in  the  Night  (56)  Rep. 

4- 

+ 

2+2 

34-  1- 

550  Wing  and  a Prayer  (97)  20-Fox 7-22-44 

2+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

612  Sudan  (76)  Univ 

. 3-10-45 

2+2 

2+2 

+ 

H- 

+ 

5+  3- 

586  Winged  Victory  (130)  20-Fox 12-2-44 

4+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

535  Summer  Storm  (106)  UA 

. 5-27-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2+2 

+ 

+ 

44 

8+  1- 

574  Woman  in  the  Window,  The 

588  Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier 

(99)  RKO  10-14-44 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

(86)  20- Fox  

.12-  9-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

9+ 

553  Sundown  Valley  (55)  Col 

. 8-  5-44 

2+r 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

5+  5- 

Y 

594  Suspect,  The  (85)  Univ 

.12-30-44 

+ 

44 

4+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

10+ 

524  Yellow  Canary  (83)  RKO 4-15-44 

2+ 

2+2 

2+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

554  Sweet  and  Lowdown  (75)  20-Fox.. 

. 8-  5-44 

+ 

2± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  2- 

534  Yellow  Rose  of  Texas  (69)  Rep 5-20-44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

± 

514  Sweethearts  of  U.S.A.  (59)  Mono. 

. 3-11-44 

+ 

= 

-F 

— 

h2 

=C 

4+  »- 

595  Youth  on  Trial  (59)  Col 1-13-45 

2+2 

2+2 

2+2 

582  Swing  Hostess  (76)  PRC 

.11-11-44 

2*z 

± 

2+2 

± 

4+  4- 

546  Youth  Runs  Wild  (67)  RKO 7-  1-44 

— 

— 

+ 

+ 

2+2 
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E 

3 

(A 


6+  7- 
7+  5- 
6+  3- 
9+ 

5+  6- 
3+  3- 
3+  4- 
5+  2- 
9+  2— 

13+ 

7+  9- 
6+  2- 
4+  4— 
&+• 
11+ 

7+  5 — 
5+  2- 
4+  4 — 

7+ 

4+  5— 
8+  3- 
13+ 

S+ 

12+ 

S+ 

1+  1- 
6+  1- 

4+  3- 

12+ 

1+  1- 
7+  7- 
4+  1- 
3+ 

4+  5- 
12+  1— 


7+  6- 
6+  4— 
4+  6- 
6+  5— 
6+  4- 
7+  7- 
9+  1- 
1+  1- 


6+  5— 

8+  3— 
2+  2- 

8+  4 — 


6+  5- 

5+  5- 
6+  4- 
4+  4— 
4+  6— 
7+ 

7+ 

6+  6 — 
6+  5- 
14+ 

14+ 

U+  1- 
13+ 

11+ 


7+  4- 
6+  1- 
3+  3- 

4+  4- 
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Opinions  on  Current  Productions , and 
ixploitips  for  Selling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


Brewster’s  Millions  F 

UA  ( ) 79  Minutes  Rel.  

Showmanship  inspired  the  remaking  of  this  fast-paced 
comedy  and  showmanship  will  help  to  bring  a flock  of 
admissions  to  your  boxoffice.  Once  your  patrons  have  seen 
the  picture,  rest  assured  they'll  be  more-than-satisfied.  The 
original  novel  by  George  Barr  McCutcheon  and  the  suc- 
cessful stage  play  by  Winchell  Smith  and  Byron  Ongley,  as 
well  as  the  successful  film  made  in  1935,  are  remembered 
by  many  theatregoers.  Happily  for  the  exhibitor,  the  current 
version  is  even  more  opportune  and  topical  than  was  its 
predecessor  a decade  ago.  Edward  Small,  producer,  has 
wisely  brought  the  picture  up  to  date  in  every  respect.  The 
plot  deals  with  the  efforts  of  a discharged  war  veteran  to 
spend  $1,000,000  in  60  days  in  order  to  inherit  $8,000,000  left 
by  an  eccentric  uncle.  Hilarious  complications  and  well- 
sustained  suspense  make  it  a sure  crowd-pleaser. 

Dennis  O'Keefe,  Helen  Walker,  Eddie  "Rochester"  Anderson, 
June  Havoc,  Gail  Patrick,  Mischa  Auer,  John  Litel. 


Dillinger  F 

Monogram  (402)  74  Minutes  Rel. 

In  all  the  annals  of  American  crime,  there  have  been  few 
figures  more  vicious,  more  sinister  than  John  Dillinger. 
Transferring  his  nefarious  career  into  a screen  biography 
without  the  subject  being  too  grim  and  bloody  was  no 
easy  assignment.  Yet  it  was  herein  accomplished  through 
the  utilization  of  shrewd  production,  thoughtful  direction  and 
impressive  performances.  The  picture  is  fascinating  and 
exciting,  comparing  favorably  with  the  best  of  the  gangster 
films  which  a few  short  years  ago  flourished  in  Hollywood's 
productional  gardens.  What's  more,  its  exploitability  is  so 
vast  and  so  obvious  that  it  hardly  need  be  called  to  the 
attention  of  showmen.  In  view  of  which  assets,  a prediction 
of  ceiling-cracking  grosses  is  unavoidable.  Particularly  note- 
worthy is  Newcomer  Lawrence  Tierney's  performance.  Max 
Nosseck  directed. 

Lawrence  Tierney,  Edmund  Lowe,  Anne  Jeffreys,  Eduardo 

Ciannelli,  Marc  Lawrence.  Elisha  Cook  jr„  Ralph  Lewis. 


Alla  En  El  Tropic o F 

Clasa-Mohme  ( ) 104  Minutes  Rel. 


Musical 

Comedy 


The  soft  guitar-accompanied  singing  of  Tito  Guizar,  Mexi- 
can prototype  of  Frank  Sinatra  so  far  as  fluttering  the  hearts 
of  senoritas  of  bobby  socks  age,  gives  this  picture  appeal 
beyond  its  real  worth  as  a story.  An  ambitious  aunt,  trying 
to  force  a pretty  young  girl  into  a marriage  with  a wealthy 
suitor  rather  than  one  with  the  poor  but  handsome  young 
man  she  loves,  is  thwarted  when  he  lures  her  onto  his  boat 
to  prevent  the  wedding  and  takes  her  to  the  grandmother. 
Her  conclusion  that  he  is  the  other  man  and  they  have  just 
been  married  makes  for  amusing  complications.  Sara  Garcia 
does  a wonderful  job  of  interpreting  the  grandmother  and 
when  she  finds  out  their  predicament,  helps  them  outwit 
the  aunt  and  the  unwanted  suitor.  Directed  by  Miguel  M. 
Delgado. 

Tito  Guizar,  "Chaflan,"  Sara  Garcia,  Emma  Roldan, 
Esther  Fernandez. 


Soldier  s Appreciation 
Of  Filins  at  the  Front 

“I  have  seen  pictures  while  perched  in 
a tree,  hunched  up  on  the  ground,  sitting 
on  a stump,  and  in  fact,  in  almost  every 
conceivable  position — and  every  one  that 
I have  seen  has  taken  me  back  home  for 
that  hour.  It’s  that  way  with  all  of  us. 
We  can  get  through  almost  any  kind  of  a 
day  if  we  know  that  we  can  see  a picture 
show  that  night.”  Orris  F.  Collins,  of  the 
Capitol  and  Majestic  Theatres  in  Para- 
gould,  Ark.,  writing  from  “somewhere  in 
the  Pacific”  where  he  is  in  service. 
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Molly  and  Me  F 

20th-Fox  (522)  76  Minutes  Rel.  Apr.  '45 

A worthy  successor  to  "Holy  Matrimony,"  this  well-bal- 
anced feature  should  prove  an  even  greater  crowd-pleaser 
than  the  first  Fields-Woolley  costarrer.  The  picture  starts 
slowly,  gathers  momentum  with  the  arrival  on  the  screen  of 
always-dependable  Woolley,  reaches  a hilarious  climax  as  it 
takes  a farcical  melodramatic  twist,  and  ends  all  too  soon 
with  Fields  and  Woolley  making  with  the  close  harmony  in 
a duet.  Roddy  McDowall,  for  a change  properly  cast  as  an 
English  youth,  is  ingratiating.  Scene-stealing  laurels  go  to 
Reginald  Gardiner,  cast  as  a reformed  actor  turned  gentle- 
man's gentleman.  Several  song  numbers,  interpolated  unob- 
trusively, afford  Miss  Fields  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate 
her  vocal  powers.  Plot:  Long-idle  actress  gets  job  as  aristo- 
crat's housekeeper;  replaces  grafting  servants  with  unem- 
ployed actors;  wins  son's  love.  Lew  Seiler  directed. 

Gracie  Fields,  Monty  Woolley,  Roddy  McDowall,  Reginald 
Gardiner,  Natalie  Schafer,  Clifford  Brooke,  Doris  Lloyd. 


Utah 

Republic  (441) 


F 

77  Minutes 


Western 
With  Music 


Rel, 


Obviously  geography  makes  little  or  no  difference  to  that 
happy  combination  of  acceptable  stories  and  effective  talent 
that  Republic  has  perfected  for  its  Roy  Rogers  pictures.  Con- 
sequently, the  King  of  the  Cowboys  and  his  playmates — 
complete  with  “Gabby"  Hayes,  Dale  Evans,  Bob  Nolan  and 
the  Sons  of  the  Pioneers — deliver  a characteristically  good 
parcel  of  action  entertainment  with  the  Mormon  state  as  a 
background.  The  picture  presents  that  well-balanced  blend 
of  musical  moments,  comedy  and  standard  sagebrush  in- 
gredients that  has  been  found  in  other  of  the  popular  out- 
door series  and  its  patronage  and  popularity  easily  should 
attain  the  same  high  levels  in  the  many  theatres  where  Rog- 
ers starrers  thrive,  while  in  other  spots  it  can  serve  as  strong 
support.  There  are  exceptionally  beautiful  western  scenic 
backgrounds.  John  English  directed. 

Roy  Rogers,  George  "Gabby"  Hayes,  Dale  Evans,  Peggy 
Stewart,  Beverly  Lloyd,  Jill  Browning,  Vivien  Oakland. 


Melodrama 


El  Penon  de  Las  Animas  F 

Clasa-Mohme  ( ) ( ) Minutes  Rel. 


Of  one  thing  you  can  be  sure— Mexican  pictures  may  have 
cowboys,  horses,  cockfights  and  all  the  other  things  used  in 
Hollywood  westerns  for  action  fans,  but  they  also  have  ro- 
mance. Ah,  and  such  romance!  It  has  a Latin  flavor  of  its 
own.  So  this  picture,  which  portrays  an  old  poetic  Mexican 
legend,  burns  with  the  passion  of  two  young  souls  whose 
families,  like  those  of  Romeo  and  Juliet,  are  enemies.  This 
theme  of  young  lovers  attracted  to  "forbidden  fruit"  is  used 
again  and  again  successfully — but  sometimes  there  is  a hap- 
pier ending.  In  this  picture,  the  ending  is  spectacularly 
tragic.  The  rival  suitor,  and  a real  decent  chap,  tries  to 
help  the  young  lovers  escape.  When  Maria  is  killed,  he  takes 
her  from  Jorge  Negrete  and  leaps  to  his  own  death  with  her 
in  his  arms.  Miguel  Zacarias  directed. 

Jorge  Negrete,  Maria  Felix,  Rene  Cardona,  Carlos  L.  Mocte- 
zuma,  Miguel  Angel  Ferriz. 


Write — 


YOUR  REPORT  OF  THE  PICTURE  YOU 
HAVE  JUST  PLAYED  FOR  THE 
GUIDANCE  OF  FELLOW  EXHIBITORS. 


— Right  Now 


USE  THE  BLANK  ON  REVERSE  SIDE 

Just  Paste  It  on  a lc  Government  Postcard  and  Mail 


March  17,  1945 
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EXPLOITIPS  \ 

SELLING  ANGLES:  “Molly  and  Me" 

Use  spot  announcements  on  stations  broadcasting  Fields 
and  Woolley's  radio  program.  Distribute  throwaways  read- 
ing: "Need  domestic  help?  See  how  our  servant  problem  was 

solved  by  'Molly  and  Me.'  (Signed)  Monty  Woolley,  

Theatre''  and  “Forget  the  housing  shortage.  Come  to  the 

Theatre  and  see  how  the  problem  was  solved  by 

‘Molly  and  Me.'  (Signed)  Monty  Woolley."  If  possible,  place 
as  newspaper  classified  ads.  Tieup  music  counters  and  win- 
dows on  Gracie  Fields'  songs. 

CATCHLINES: 

Superman  Monty  Woolley  Can't  Touch  Superwoman  Gracie 
Fields  . . . She  Solves  His  Servant  Problems  . . . Even  Gets 
Rid  of  His  Blackmailing  Ex-Wife  . . .You  Liked  'Em  in  “Holy 

Matrimony" — You'll  Love  'Em  in  “Molly  and  Me"  at 

Theatre. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Utah" 

Set  up  an  artificial  campfire  in  your  lobby,  around  which 
pose  life-size  cuts  of  Rogers  and  Sons  of  Pioneers — have 
arrangement  backgrounded  with  a huge  map  of  Utah.  Along 
with  this,  display  saddles,  spurs,  boots,  etc.,  promoted  from 
local  sporting  goods  store,  and  have  your  candy  or  popcorn 
vender  dressed  in  western  garb.  Plan  a kiddie  matinee  to 
be  preceded  by  a rope  twirling  contest  on  your  stage.  Tie  up 
with  local  photographer  to  snap  kids  on  rented  horse  in  front 
of  theatre. 

CATCHLINES: 

Yah-hool  . . . And  a Ki-Yi-Yippiel  . . . Here  Comes  Rogers 
. . . Racing  to  the  Rescue  of  a Misled  Miss  . . . Cramping 
the  Schemes  of  Crooked  Cattlemen  ...  In  a Rippin'  Round- 
up of  Romance  . . . Rhythm  and  Ridin'. 

Cowboys  Hit  Chicago  With  a Bing!  Bangl  . . . And  the 
Big  City  Learns  About  Western  Justice  . . . From  Your  Favorite 
Westerner  . . . With  a Gun  on  Each  Hip  . . . And  a Song  on 
His  Lips  . . . And  the  Fighting  Wallop  of  a Winner! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "El  Penon  de  Las  Animas" 

If  you  can  arrange  matinees  of  these  Spanish  dialog  pic- 
tures for  Saturday  afternoons,  the  local  high  school  Spanish 
classes  will  be  interested  as  will  many  club  classes  which 
meet  in  the  afternoon.  The  entertainment  value  of  this  picture 
is  high  because  of  Jorge  Negrete's  singing  and  of  the  costume 
cavalcade  that  many  of  the  scenes  represent.  Even  if  the 
Spanish  dialog  cannot  be  followed,  the  picture  will  be  under- 
stood. There  are  no  English  captions. 

CATCHLINES: 

Forbidden  to  Love,  They  Only  Drew  Closer  to  Each  Other 
. . . Because  of  the  Dead,  She  Might  Not  Love  the  Living  . . . 
The  Dead  Came  Between  Them  and  Forbade  them  to  Love  . . . 
Two  Men  in  Love  With  One  Girl — A Recipe  for  Trouble. 

Her  Family  Stood  Between  Her  and  the  Man  She  Had 
Learned  to  Love  . . . They  Met  in  a Storm  and  Theirs  Was  a 
Stormy  Romance  . . . For  Her  He  Suffered  Insults  a Weaker 
Man  Could  Not  Have  Stood. 

To: 

The  Exhibitor  Has  His  Say 

BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

Title Company ... 

Comment 


Exhibitor 

Theatre Seating  Capacity. 

Type  Patronage Admission  Scale... 

Town. 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Brewster's  Millions" 

The  theme  of  the  picture,  how  to  spend  wisely,  should  be 
the  motif  of  store  tieups,  letter  and  essay  contests.  The  film's 
main  character,  a demobilized  soldier  with  money  to  spend, 
suggests  hookups  with  banks,  realtors,  men's  clothiers,  etc. 
Window  and  counter  displays  might  read:  “Go  to  ‘Brewster's 

Millions'  at  Theatre  and  see  how  Monty  went 

through  $1,000,000  in  60  days  to  win  $8,000,000 — then  come 
here  and  spend  (invest)  your  money  wisely."  Don't  overlook 
“Rochester's"  popularity  on  Jack  Benny's  program — spot  radio 
announcements  should  bring  customers. 

CATCHLINES: 

She'd  Loved  Him  When  He  Was  Penniless  . . . Now  He 
Was  Back  From  the  War  With  $1,000,000  Burning  Holes  in 
His  Pocket  . . . But  Riches  Couldn't  Change  Him — He  Was 
Still  a Dope. 

You  Don't  Have  to  Be  Crazy  to  Spend  $1,000,000  in  60 
Days — But  It  Helps  . . . His  Friends  Thought  He  Was  Nuts 
. . . But  His  Sweetheart  Didn't  Think  So — She  Knew  Itl 


SELLING  ANGLES  “Dillinger" 

From  the  files  of  your  local  newspaper  borrow  pictures 
and  stories  about  the  career  and  capture  of  the  notorious 
gangster — post  them  in  lobby  along  with  photo  of  the  FBI 
agent  who  got  him.  Hang  cardboard  pistols  from  marquee, 
each  bearing  letter  of  film's  title.  Arrange  with  juvenile 
court  and  police  department  to  head  a town  meeting  dis- 
cussion on  causes  and  results  of  crime  careers  and  have 
special  showing  for  such  group.  Get  magazine  stands  to 
play  up  true  detective  stories  along  with  blurbs  about  film. 

CATCHLINES: 

Dillinger,  the  Deadly  ...  A One-Man  Crime  Wave  . . . 
Whose  Infamous  Career  Shocked  an  Indignant  Nation  . . . 
Until  the  FBI  Outsmarted  the  Guy  Who  Knew  All  the  Answers 
. . . But  Didn't  Know  Women. 

From  the  Thunderous  Thirties  . . . The  Sensational  History 
of  a Murderous  Thug  . . . Free  With  His  Lead  . . . He  Never 
Dreamed  One  Bullet  Had  His  Name  on  Itl 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Alla  En  El  Tropico" 

There  are  several  angles  for  exploiting  this  picture.  One 
is  the  popularity  of  Tito  Guizar  whose  radio  experience  in 
the  States  and  his  appearance  in  Hollywood  pictures — of 
which  “Blondie  Goes  Latin,"  and  "Brazil"  are  two  of  the 
recent  ones — give  him  morquee  value.  Then  the  fact  that 
this  is  a Mexican  picture  with  Spanish  dialog  should  interest 
certain  sections  of  the  population  in  the  southwest  and  in 
many  large  cities.  The  present  interest  in  the  study  of 
Spanish  also  makes  a good  tieup  possible  with  high  schools 
and  colleges  having  classes  in  that  language. 

CATCHLINES: 

Kidnaping  for  Love  in  the  Tropics  . . . Music,  Moonlight 
and  Love  in  the  Tropics  . . . Tito  Guizar  Woos  With  His  Guitar 
. . . Grandmother  Remembers  Her  Own  Romantic  Youth  and 
Helps  the  Young  Lovers  to  Happiness. 

Even  in  the  Tropics  They  Like  to  Pick  Their  Own  Sweet- 
hearts . . . Soft,  Sweet  Spanish  Music  and  a Tender  Little 
Love  Story  . . . South-of-the-Border's  “Voice"  in  a Romantic 
Role. 


"Running  Theatre  Without 
BOXOFFICE  a Tragedy" 

“I  can’t  see  how  my  predecessor  man- 
aged to  operate  a theatre  without  the 
weekly  edition  of  BOXOFFICE,”  says  Rich- 
ard A.  Moore  of  the  Casino  Theatre  in  Sac 
City,  Iowa.  He  adds: 

“Will  you  please  start  at  once  the  Mid- 
west edition  of  your  paper.  I have  just 
been  transferred  here  and  find  no  copies 
of  your  publication.  This  I consider  a 
minor  tragedy,  so,  if  you  will  inclose  your 
statement,  will  be  glad  to  forward  money 
order  by  return  mail.” 


State. 


The  Industry's  Market  Place  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment , Theatres , Service 


CLERRinG  HOUSE 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steei 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
lighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 
& SONS  CO.,  21 59  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis. 


IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY  HAND  OPERATED  AUTO- 
MATICKET  MACHINES,  three  unit,  $155;  four  unit, 
$185;  five  unit,  $210;  (plus  excise)  Johnson  Coin- 
meters, $110;  Rear  shutters  for  Simplex,  $77.50;  Re- 
winders, $9.95  set;  Pressure  oilers,  $1.19;  Flame - 
proofed  screen  masking,  89c  yard;  Flextone  Wash- 
able soundscreens,  30>/2C  ft.;  Beaded,  39l/2c;  Steel 
core  curtain  cable,  5/16  inch,  13c  ft.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simolex 
single  becring,  $150 — Simplex  double  bearing,  $290 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300 — PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair — Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up — 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each- 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4959,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


COMPLETE  SIMPLEX  BOOTH  OUTFIT  CONSIST- 
ING PROJECTORS,  LAMPHOUSES,  LENS,  SOUND- 
HEADS,  MOTORS,  AMPLIFIER,  SPEAKERS  AND 
SOUNDSCREEN.  Rebuilt  and  guaranteed  one  year 
—$1,500.  Why  pay  more?  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


BRENKERT  F2  COMBINATION  SLIDE  EFFECT  MA- 
CHINE, cost  new  $750,  closing  out  $265;  Advance 
popcorn  machine,  $98;  Handsome  candy  machine, 
$98.50;  1.000W  electric  heaters,  $7.95;  Roth  Actodec- 
tor  Suprex  generators,  rebuilt,  $397.50;  Forest  Twin 
65  Copper  Oxide  rectifier,  as  is,  $150;  Heavy  duty 
vacuum  cleaner,  $150;  Low  intensity  arclamps,  $75 
Ask  for  Spring  Bulletin.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


FOR  SALE — Two  Western  Electric  sound  systems 
with  Universal  bases.  A-l  condition  always;  under 
Altec  R&R  contract.  Price,  $1,200  each.  Reason  sell- 
ing: Theatre  leased  by  circuit.  J.  B.  Eames,  PRE- 
MIER THEATRE,  Littleton,  N.  H. 


COMPLETE  BOOTH  EQUIPMENT — Simplex  projec- 
tors; Motiograph  Lamps;  Hertner  Generator;  Bestone 
Sound;  Screen.  J.  P.  Lannan,  West  Point,  Neb. 


COMPLETE  COOLING  EQUIPMENT— 35,000  CFM 
Fan  with  10  h.  p.  motor  and  speed  control;  air  washer 
complete  with  pump  and  motor.  J.  P,  Lannan, 
RIVOLA  THEATRE,  West  Point,  Neb. 


TWO  HOLMES  SOUND  ON  FILM  35mm  projectors; 
2,000  ft.  magazine  with  metal  stands.  Fidelity  ampli- 
fier, speaker  and  cable.  10x12  ft.  sound  screen; 
one  stereopticon.  All  in  good  condition.  A.  L.  Klein- 
peter,  Wesley,  Iowa. 


ONE  PAIR  BAUSCH  & LOMB  Series  1,  Cinephone 
lens,-  4.50  plus  in  EF  What  offer?  R L.  Huxol, 
Hermann,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — One  Silverscreen  12x17,  fair  condition; 
one  old  type  rectifier;  two  rheostats.  616  East  Jef- 
ferson, Dallas  11,  Texas. 


FOR  SALE — Pair  Simplex  Acme  projectors  with  com- 
plete sound  system.  2,000  ft.  magazines,  pair  metal 
pedestals,  four  1,000  watt  lamps,  several  tubes  for 
amplifier,  and  rewinder.  Used  very  little.  A1  con- 
dition, ready  for  use.  Ted  Menze,  7411  Maple, 
Maplewood,  Mo. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 


AKELEY  SINGLE  SYSTEM  NEWSREEL  SOUND  re- 
cording camera,  modernized  WE  type;  filtered  fly- 
wheel; new  variable  intensity  galvanometer;  port- 
able amplifier;  two  1,000  ft.  magazines;  40/50/75mm 
Astro  f2.3  lenses  with  matched  finder  lenses;  fric- 
tion head  tripod;  12V  motor;  power  supply;  RCA 
50A  microphone;  all  new  cases  and  cables,  original 
cost  $10,000,  with  added  new  equipment  represents 
$13,000,  value  special  at  $6,995;  Duplex  35/16  re- 
duction printer,  $2,250.  Send  for  list  of  recording  and 
laboratory  equipment.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


MODERN  300-SEAT  THEATRE  with  building.  Good 
equipment,  leather  upholstered  seats,  cooling  sys- 
tem. Only  theatre,  doing  good  business;  eastern 
central  South  Dakota  town.  Deal  with  owner.  Other 
occupation  requires  quick  sale.  Price  very  low. 
B-2152,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 


16MM  & 35MM  SOUND  PORTABLES.  ALSO  WHAT 
HAVE  YOU?  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID.  B-2135,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


BURCH,  MANLEY,  CRETORS,  ADVANCE  poppers. 
All  electric  machines.  French  fry  type.  KRISPY  KIST 
KORN  MACHINE  CO.,  120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6. 


WANTED — Good,  used  blower,  with  or  without 
motor.  YANCEY  THEATRE,  Normangee,  Texas. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


500  HEYWOOD  WAKEFIELD  INSERTED  PANEL 
HEAVY  BACK,  BOX  SPRING  CUSHION  CHAIRS,  ex- 
cellent condition,  $5.95;  200  Irwin  inserted  panel 
heavy  back,  squab  cushion  chairs,  excellent  as  is, 
$4.75;  565  American  chairs,  recently  reupholstered, 
prewai  quality  leatherette  seven  ply  panel  backs, 
box  spring  cushions,  $7.50;  700  American  veneer 

chairs  three  ply  backs  and  seats,  reconditioned, 
$4.50;  Aislelites,  $2.97;  50-inch  good  quality  light- 
weight leatherette,  100  yard  rolls,  $1.25;  cut  lengths, 
$ 1 . 371/2  yd-  Wire  us  now.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  New  York  18. 


THEATRE  CHAIR  PARTS  — Standards,  hinges, 
clamps,  seats,  backs,  bolts,  screws,  cup  washers,  for 
all  makes  of  chairs.  Leatherette — send  samples  of 
your  required  replacements.  CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART,  844  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111, 


400  IRWIN  STEEL,  rebuilt,  fully  upholstered  chairs. 
Metal  back  panel,  box  spring  seat,  metal  bottom 
board,  wide  wale  corduroy  back,  plastic  leatherette 
seat,  $8.50 — with  veneer  panels,  $7.75.  CENTURY 
SEATING  CO.,  360  West  4th  St.,  New  York  City, 


THEATRE  CHAIRS — 2,000 — Used,  refinished  com- 
pletely, spring  edge  cushions,  metal  bottom  boards; 
immediate  delivery.  Parts  for  all  chairs.  Squab  cush- 
ions only  25c.  STANLEY  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  1235 
£?.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5. 


800  GOOD  USED  VENEER  CHAIRS— Will  sell  all  or 
part,  $2.90  each.  FOB  Chicago.  CHICAGO  USED 
CHAIR  MART,  844  South  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago. 


USED  BOX  SPRING  THEATRE  CHAIRS— 500  Ameri- 
can, 700  Heywood  Wakefield.  As  is,  or  will  recon- 
dition at  reasonable  cost.  Write  for  prices.  RUSSELL 
CARR,  1148  Taylor,  Detroit  2,  Mich. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


AMPLIFIER  TUBES,  CEILING  PRICES:  EXCITER 
lamps,  photocells,  optical  systems,  orewar  service. 
RCA  30  WATT  PA  ARMY  surplus  amplifiers,  $95; 
Presto  two  speed  disc  recording  outfit,  $325;  Sound- 
man's comdete  testing  outfits,  just  released,  $28.40. 
S.O.S.  CNEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  IS. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch 
Cretors,  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON 
FECTIONS,  1116  South  Michigan.  Chicago  5,  111. 


BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS  — ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  KARMELKORN  EQUIPMENT, 
120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6,  111. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


THEATRE  GAMES  WITH  GREATER  AUDIENCE  IN- 
TEREST. MORE  THRILLS  and  MORE  SUSPENSE. 
BINGO — $1.50  per  thousand  cards.  No.  1-75  die-cut. 
Buy  direct  from  LOUIS  KESSLER,  NOVELTY  GAMES 
CO.,  1434  Bedford  Ave.,  Brooklyn  16,  N Y.  Manufac- 
turer and  printer,  servicing  exhibitors  exclusively 
for  over  12  years.  Various  other  games  available. 


BINGO  CARDS — Die  cut,  75  or  100  numbers.  $22.50 
— lots  of  10,000;  smaller  quantities,  $2.50  per  thous- 
and. S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller  Plaza, 
New  York  City. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING — Bags — Boxes— Salt — pop- 
corn machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


HELP  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  for  perma 
nent  position  with  circuit  Good  possibilities  for  the 
right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 


MOTION  PICTURE  MACHINE  MECHANIC.  Modern 
shop  on  west  coast,  plenty  of  work,  congenial  sur- 
roundings, union  conditions.  Must  be  good  all  arouno 
man.  Reply  in  confidence,  B-2136,  BOXOFFICE,  825 
Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


WANTED— TWO  DEPENDABLE  OPERATORS.  Excel- 
lent working  conditions,  permanent,  with  good  pay 
for  reliable  men.  No  one  employed  in  critical  war- 
time job  considered.  Airmail  full  particulars  immedi- 
ately to  STATE  THEATRE,  Big  Spring,  Texas. 


MANAGER  WANTED — Midwest  city,  give  experi- 
ence, references  and  salary  desired.  B-2154,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


MANAGERS  AND  PROJECTIONISTS  WANTED— Per- 
manent jobs  for  the  right  men;  managers  participate 
in  profits.  Must  be  sober,  reliable,  with  good  ref- 
erences. Drifters  do  not  apply.  WALLACE  THEA- 
TRES, P.  O.  Box  878,  Levelland,  Texas. 


WANTED  — EXPERIENCED  THEATRE  MANAGER— 
New  England  territory.  Permanent  position  in  large 
city,  downtown,  second  run  theatre.  Must  have 
thorough  knowledge  of  theatre  and  advertising.  No 
booking.  Good  salary.  Write  or  apply  MANAGER, 
517  Statler  Office  Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass. 


OPERATOR  WANTED — Small  town,  short  hours 
Simplex  projectors.  JEFFERIS  THEATRE,  Piedmont, 
Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  — Twenty-five  years  experience; 
draft  exempt,  single,  sober,  reliable.  Go  anywhere. 
Now  working  but  wish  to  change.  Box  351,  Syracuse, 
Kas. 


MANAGER  AVAILABLE — Capable  of  handling  any 
size  theatre,  any  type  policy.  Years  of  experience. 
Reliable;  references;  go  any  place.  State  salary. 
MANAGER,  Box  26,  Brownstown,  111. 


EXPERT  PROJECTIONIST  — Maintenance.  Twenty- 
five  years  domestic  and  foreign  experience.  B-2153, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  MANAGER — Capable,  experienced;  best 
references.  Write  B-2151,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt 
Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


REAL  ESTATE  FOR  SALE 


OWNER  RETIRING— Will  sell  because  of  gae.  Well 
diversified  income  producing  property;  ENTIRE  BUSI- 
NESS BLOCK— FIREPROOF  CONSTRUCTION,  now 
renting.'  Post  Office,  Drugstore,  Pool  Hall,  Restaurant. 
Owner  operates.  Thirty-room  hotel,  natural  hot  water 
baths;  picture  theatre,  liquor  store.  Reasonable 
terms  to  right  party.  CHAS.  F.  RUMBAUGH,  Pagosa 
Springs,  Colorado. 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Me 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  17,  1945 
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a„J  his  ORCHESTRA 
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ScrM  Play  by  FRANK  GILL, 
tiaseJ  on  Original  Story  ly  CORTLAND  FITZSIMMONS 


A REPUBLIC  PICTURE 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


SPENCER  TRACY 
KATHARINE  HEPBURN 
in  "WITHOUT  LOVE” 
with  Lucille  ball 
Keenan  Wynn  • Carl 
Esmond  • Patricia 
Morison  • Felix  Bressart 
Screen  • Play  by  Donald 
Ogden  Stewart  • Based 
on  the  Play  by  Philip 
Barry  • Directed  by 
Harold  S.  Bucquet  • Pro- 
duced by  Lawrence  A. 
Weingarten  • A Metro- 
Goldwyn- Mayer  Picture 
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6<?/  Credit  For  Your  Red  Cross  Collection. 
Send  Your  Report  To  Your  Area  Chairman. 


WARNERS  RIP  THE  ROOF  OFF  THE 
BEING  RIPPED  OFF  THE  N.Y.  STRAND 
WARTIME  ATTENDANCE  IN  STRAND’S! 


From  the  book  by  VICKI  BAU 

FAYE  EMERSON  • HELMUT  OANTINE  • RAYMOND  MASSEY  • AN 

Produced  by  LOUIS  F.  EDELMAN  • Screen  Play  by  Jo  Pagano  & Alv 


HOTEL  BERLIN - AND  THE  ROOF’S 
! FIRST  DATE  IS  DRAWING  BIGGEST 
HISTORY,  CURFEW  OR  NO  CURFEW! 

M,and  other  sources.  Starring 

DREA  KING  • PETER  LORRE  • alan  hale  • george  coulouris 

ah  Bessie*  Music  by  Franz  Waxman  • Directed  by  PETER  GODFREY 
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CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky.,  Clara 
Hyde,  Highland  1657. 

CLEVELAND  — 2568  Overlook  Road,  Cleveland 
Heights,  Elsie  Loeb,  Fairmount  0046. 

DALLAS — 408  S.  Harwood,  V.  W.  Crisp,  Southwest- 
ern editor.  Telephone  Riverside  3553. 

DENVER — 1645  Lafayette,  J.  A.  Rose,  TA  8517. 

DES  MOINES — Register  & Tribune  Bldg.,  Russ  Schoch. 
DETROIT — 700  Film  Exchange  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves 
Telephones  Randolph  1100;  Night,  Townsend  8-9424. 
HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor,  Gladstone  1186. 

INDIANAPOLIS — Howard  M.  Rudeaux,  Rt.  8,  Box  770. 
KANSAS  CITY — 825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.  Jesse  Shlyen, 
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MINNEAPOLIS — Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 

NEW  HAVEN — 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915.  Gertrude 
Pearson,  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS — 214  S.  Liberty  St.,  John  F.  Elzey. 
NEW  YORK  CITY — 9 Rockefeller  Plaza.  Paul  Perez, 
News  Editor. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Robert  Busch,  Uptown  Theatre. 
OMAHA — Lou  Gerdes,  Omaha  World-Herald  Bldg. 
PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia  Record  Bldg.,  Broad 
and  Wood  Sts.,  E.  J.  Hunter. 

PITTSBURGH — 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F.  Klingen- 
smith,  ATlantic  4858. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — 925  N.  W.  19th  St.,  Harold  Donner. 
ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett,  Flan- 
ders 3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — The  Deseret  News,  Howard  Pear- 
son. 

SAN  ANTONIO— 531  North  St.,  L.  J.  B.  Ketner. 

SAN  FRANCISCO — 25  Taylor  St.,  Gail  Lipman, 
ORdway  4812-4813. 

SEATTLE — 2418  2nd  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper,  Seneca  2460. 
WASHINGTON— 1217  H St.,  N.  W„  A1  Sherman, 
Executive  0715.  Filmrow:  932  New  Jersey,  N.  W., 
Sara  Young. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
HAMILTON— 20  Holton,  N„  Hugh  Millar. 
MONTREAL-4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G.,  Roy  Car- 
michael, Walnut  5519. 

ST.  JOHN — 116  Prince  Edward  St.,  Wm.  J.  McNulty. 
TORONTO — 242  Milwood,  Milton  Galbraith. 
VANCOUVER — 411  Lyric  Theatre  Bldg.,  Jack  Droy. 
VICTORIA — 1330  Dallas  Road,  Gordon  MacKintosh. 
WINNIPEG — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 
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THIRTY  YEARS 


W. 


HILE  20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corporation  is 
this  year  observing  its  thirtieth  anniversary,  its  beginning  actu- 
ally dates  back  42  years,  if  count  is  made  from  the  small  thea- 
tre in  Brooklyn  where  it  took  root.  In  terms  of  years  it  is  thus 
just  eight  years  younger  than  the  motion  picture  itself. 

The  kaleidoscopic  history  of  the  company  closely  parallels 
that  of  the  motion  picture  industry.  Its  story  is  filled  with  the 
drama,  the  romance  and  the  excitement  in  which  the  industry 
was  cradled  and  developed;  a drama  as  epochal  as  any  of  the 
greatest  which  the  company  itself  has  filmed  and  marketed. 

From  its  start  in  exhibition,  the  company  first  developed 
as  a theatre  organization,  later  entering  production  to  sup- 
ply its  own  film  needs.  This  accomplished,  the  company,  in 
April  1915,  started  a nationwide  distribution  system  and  ex- 
panded its  production  activity. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  truly  a pioneer.  In  addition  to 
the  lead  it  took  in  exhibition,  it  made  many  progressive  steps 
production-wise.  It  created  and  developed  many  stars;  in- 
creased the  popularity  of  the  western  story  by  expanding  its 
filming  into  full-length  size;  it  pioneered  and  developed  sound- 
on-film,  to  which  can  be  accredited  much  of  the  talking  pic- 
ture's progress;  it  produced  the  first  sound  newsreel. 

The  last  decade  has  witnessed  the  company's  greatest 
progress.  It  was  in  1935  that  the  late  Mr.  Sidney  R.  Kent  in- 
duced the  Messrs.  Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  to 
merge  their  20th  Century  Pictures  with  the  Fox  Film  Corpora- 
tion. This  led  to  the  expansion  of  the  company's  production 
efforts  and,  under  the  able  guidance  of  Mr.  Zanuck,  many  new 
stars  and  great  literary  works — some  quite  daring  and  revolu- 
tionary— were  brought  to  the  screens  of  the  world. 

The  choice  of  Mr.  Spyros  P.  Skouras  as  president  in  1942, 
ably  aided  by  Mr.  Tom  Connors,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
distribution,  gave  further  impetus  to  20th  Century-Fox's  rise 
in  the  realm  of  production,  distribution  and  exhibition.  Mr. 
Skouras  for  many  years  prior  had  demonstrated  his  genius  in 
exhibition  and  his  organizational  ability  and  indefatigability 
were  great  assets  in  his  new  sphere  of  activity. 

As  in  social  life  a man  is  known  by  the  company  with 
which  he  associates,  so  is  a company  known  by  the  men  as- 
sociated with  it.  The  men  who  comprise  the  20th  Century-Fox 
organization  have  given  it  the  place  of  leadership  it  occupies 
in  the  motion  picture  firmament  today.  And,  because  20th 
Century-Fox  is  so  large  and  important  a part  of  the  motion 
picture  industry,  its  success  has  contributed  much  to  the  prog- 
ress of  the  industry  as  a whole. 

In  felicitating  the  20th  Century-Fox  organization  on  this 


OF  PROGRESS 


anniversary  occasion,  we  are  mindful  that  the  vision,  the  hard 
work  and  the  abilities  that  its  executives  and  men  in  the  field 
exert  in  the  company's  behalf  will  contribute  greatly  to  the 
further  progress  of  our  great  industry. 

* * 

One  Step  More 

One  of  the  big  and  very  good  reasons  for  a large  number 
of  simultaneous  first  runs  across  the  nation,  usually  accorded 
the  bigger  features,  is  to  tie  their  showings  to  the  national  ad- 
vertising and  promotional  campaigns  set  up  for  these  attrac- 
tions. Word-of-mouth  is  depended  upon,  considerably,  for  ex- 
tending the  selling  appeal  to  the  benefit  of  the  subsequent 
runs.  But  this  is  not  wholly  so. 

In  the  past  year  or  two  strong  local  campaigns  have  been 
built  for  regional  openings  of  pictures.  Radio  networks  have 
been  advantageously  and  successfully  used  in  this  effort,  tied 
in  with  newspaper  campaigns  directed  to  do  a point-of-sale 
selling  job.  Rationed  newspaper  space  has  cut  down  use  of 
large-sized  one-shot  advertisements  in  metropolitan  newspa- 
pers, resulting  in  series  of  smaller  ads  strung  out  in  advance  of 
key-city  openings.  These  have  proved  effective. 

Long  ago  a national  advertising  campaign  consisted  large- 
ly of  advertising  in  fan  magazines  and  others  of  national  cir- 
culation. Often  the  timing  was  far-off  from  release  date  of 
the  picture,  even  to  the  key  first  runs.  This  advertising  was  at 
best  a basic  campaign,  later  added  to  by  simultaneous  use  of 
large  space  in  metropolitan  newspapers  that  was  timed  more 
closely  to  the  pictures'  openings.  Point-of-sale  exploitation, 
promotion  and  advertising  has  been  expanded  considerably 
since  those  early  days  and  with  good  results. 

In  view  of  the  print-limitation  order  of  WPB,  extensive  day- 
and-dating  nationally  cannot  be  done  as  before.  The  subse- 
quent-run exhibitor  has  complained  of  the  lost  value  of  the  far- 
flung  opening  promotions  when  pictures  come  to  him  many 
days  later  than  has  been  the  case  up  to  now.  Perhaps  this 
problem  can  be  solved  by  carrying  point-of-sale  picture  mer- 
chandising one  or  two  steps  further  by  breaking  them  down 
to  a nearer  and  better  timing  with  the  showings  in,  let  us  say, 
the  third  runs.  This  would  not  necessarily  require  increased 
advertising  appropriations;  it  merely  calls  for  extension  of  the 
staggering  plan  a mite  further. 


Production  Nears  Normal 
But  Strike  Is  Not  Over 

Nearly  30  pictures  shooting  at  end  of  sec- 
ond week  of  walkouts;  makeshift  labor  ar- 
rangements enable  producers  to  meet  filming 
schedules. 


Theatres  in  New  York  Back 
To  Midnight  Curfew  Hour 

After  a few  days  of  Little  Flower’s  1 a.  m. 
extension,  midtown  houses  and  night  clubs 
decide  not  to  oppose  ruling  service  men  must 
leave  at  12. 


Senators  Question  Bowles 
On  Price  Control  Move 

Banking  and  currency  committeemen  indi- 
cate hostility  on  attempt  to  regulate  theatre 
admission  prices;  question  accuracy  of  ad- 
ministrator’s “increase”  figures. 


Requests  From  Independents 
On  Raw  Stock  Running  High 

Applications  for  nearly  50,000,000  feet  for 
quarter  reported  to  have  been  received  by 
WPB,  with  only  28,323,720  feet  allotted  for 
their  use. 


20th-Fox  to  Retire  Two 
Classes  of  Preferred 

Board  authorizes  fund  for  redemption  on 
percentage  basis  each  year  through  pur- 
chases on  open  market;  no  purchases  pos- 
sible above  redemption  price  of  35. 


Freon  for  Theatres  Seen 
Despite  Army  Objection 

The  WPB  is  expected  to  announce  soon 
that  the  cooling  element  will  be  made  avail- 
able for  theatres,  cafes,  hotels,  broadcasting 
studios  and  other  service  establishments. 


Cigarets  Big  Inducement 
To  Theatre  Audiences 

Little  Kansas  independent,  facing  chain 
opposition,  has  big  night  weekly.  He  opens 
“side  door”  to  candy  stand,  where  cash  cus- 
tomers buy  their  smokes. 


Contract  Has  Been  Renewed 
Between  RKO,  International 

The  former  will  continue  distribution  of 
Leo  Spitz-Bill  Goetz  productions,  with  three 
features  already  set  for  the  new  lineup  in 
1945-46. 


"Down  to  Sea  in  Ships"  Will 
Be  Remade  by  20th-Fox 

Picture  which  was  original  discovery  ve- 
hicle for  the  “It”  girl,  Clara  Bow,  during  the 
’20s,  will  not  be  filmed  until  the  end  of  the 
war. 


BOWLES'  FIGURES  ON  TICKETS 
ALL  WRONG,  SAYS  KUYKENDALL 


Who  Decides  Reasonable  Clearance  ? 
MPTOA  Head  Asks  in  His  Bulletin 


No  Foundation,  Malicious 
In  Effect  on  Industry, 

Says  MPTOA  Head  ' 

NEW  YORK — Chester  Bowles’  figures  on 
price  increases  in  the  theatres  are  “arbitrary 
and  without  foundation;  probably  false,  and 
malicious  in  effect,”  declares  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  president,  in  a bulletin  to  members. 

They  give  the  industry  a black  eye,  even  if 
the  proposal  made  by  the  OPA  administrator 
for  an  amendment  to  the  price  control  giving 
him  power  to  fix  price  ceilings  should  fail, 
Kuykendall  declares. 

“We  are  accused  in  the  Bowles  publicity  of 
raising  admission  prices  38%  per  cent  be- 
tween June,  1941,  and  December,  1944,  and 
of  doing  a gross  business  last  year  of  $1,500,- 
000,000  at  the  boxoffice,”  the  bulletin  states. 
“The  source  of  these  figures  is  not  revealed, 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  support  for  the 
statement,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
these  figures  are  arbitrary  and  without  foun- 
dation, and  probably  false.  But  such  a reck- 
less and  irresponsible  statement,  coming  from 
a high  government  official,  gets  the  widest 
publicity,  and  certainly  has  a malicious  effect 
upon  the  public’s  opinion  of  our  industry. 
We  are  all  branded  as  profiteers  and  gyp 
artists. 

Says  Nobody  Knows  Figures 

“The  fact  is  that  nobody  really  knows  how 
much  admission  prices  have  risen  since  June, 
1941.  At  that  time  the  10,  15  and  20-cent 
movie  theatre  admissions  were  tax-free  and 
therefore  were  not  even  reported  to  the  treas- 
ury department;  hence  the  admission  tax  col- 
lections give  no  indication  of  what  the  aver- 
age admission  was.  No  data  was  collected 
from  all  theatres  on  either  admission  scales 
or  on  average  admissions,  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge.  How  can  Mr.  Bowles  know  so  ex- 
actly, just  how  much  admission  prices  have 
increased? 

“Even  estimates  of  the  average  admission 
paid  do  not  necessarily  show  an  increase  in 
admission  prices.  Frequently  an  increase  in 
the  average  admission  is  due  solely  to  a shift 
in  patronage  from  low-priced  early-bird  mat- 
inees to  higher-priced  evening  and  weekend 
performances,  or  from  low-priced  last  run  to 
high-priced  first  run  theatres,  with  the  ad- 
mission scale  remaining  exactly  the  same. 
Every  theatre  operator  knows  this,  but  I will 
venture  that  Mr.  Bowles  does  not. 

Industry  Lacks  Information 

“Moreover,  with  the  tax  on  all  admissions 
last  year,  not  just  movie  theatres,  but  all 
amusements,  totaling  just  over  300  million, 
how  could  the  movie  theatres  possibly  gross 
that  much?  Don’t  tell  me  that  a lot  of  movie 
theatres  are  not  paying  the  federal  tax  on 
admissions ! 

“It  is  a sad  commentary  on  our  own  indus- 
try, however,  that  such  glaringly  wrong  and 
destructive  statements  by  a government  of- 
ficial cannot  be  promptly  refuted  and  con- 
tradicted with  real  facts.  We  know  so  little 
about  our  own  business  and  are  so  poorly 
organized  to  defend  it  that  once  again  we 
get  kicked  around  in  Washington  and  get  a 
dose  of  destructive  publicity. 

“This  proposal  for  ceiling  price  control  on 
movies  (and  on  other  amusements)  is  made 
in  connection  with  the  necessary  re-enact- 
ment or  extension  by  Congress  of  the  emer- 
gency price  control  act,  which  expires  soon 
unless  extended,  and  fortunately  Congress  is 
in  no  mood  to  expand  the  OPA.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  are  rather  critical  of  the  price 


NEW  YORK — Who  is  going  to  decide  when 
clearance  is  “unreasonable”?  asks  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, MPTOA  president,  in  his  latest  bul- 
letin to  members. 

“The  fundamental  or  $64  question  seems  to 
be  what  is  ‘unreasonable’  clearance?  or,  when 
is  clearance  ‘unreasonable’?  Who  is  going 
to  decide,  in  a specific  (and  frequently  com- 
plicated) situation,  whether  the  clearance  is 
‘reasonable’  or  ‘unreasonable,’  and  by  how 
much?  Someone  has  to  decide  this  question  in 
each  and  every  situation  complained  of.  It’s 
a question  that  doesn’t  decide  itself;  that  we 
know  only  too  well,”  he  writes. 

“Moreover,”  the  bulletin  continues,  “if  a 
prior-run  theatre,  either  independent  or  af- 
filiated, is  going  to  be  punished  by  a jail 
sentence  under  an  injunction  if  he  takes 
‘unreasonable’  clearance,  he  better  find  some 
way  of  getting  the  correct  answer  to  this  $64 
question  before  the  subsequent-run  exhibitor 
files  a complaint.” 

Without  mentioning  Allied  and  Abram  F. 
Myers  by  name,  Kuykendall  calls  the  brief 
submitted  by  “one  exhibitor  faction”  as  a 
friend  of  the  court,  a “rubber  stamp,”  and 
makes  sarcastic  reference  to  the  paragraph 
of  the  Allied  brief  which  reads: 

“We  suggest  that  the  temporary  injunction, 
if  granted,  be  limited  in  its  application  to 
clearance  granted  by  defendants  to  the  affili- 
ated theatres  or  to  the  affiliated  theatres  and 
the  large — 50  to  100  theatres — independent 
chains.” 

The  department  of  justice  in  its  brief  ask- 
ing an  injunction  against  clearance,  con- 
tended it  was  illegal  unless  “the  restraint 
is  a reasonable  one.” 

Another  government  contention  was: 
“There  is  clearly  no  legitimate  purpose  in 
granting  clearance  between  theatres  which 
charge  the  same  admission  price,  whether 


ceilings  and  administration  of  the  act. 

“The  Congress  specifically  exempted  news- 
papers, radio,  periodicals  and  movies  from 
price  control  when  the  law  was  first  enacted 
in  1940,  for  two  main  reasons;  first,  to  pro- 
tect freedom  of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  of 
expression,  and  second,  the  great  difficulty  of 
applying  price  controls  to  such  an  intangible 
commodity.  Maybe  also  they  had  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  same  movie  shows  at  all  sorts 
of  prices,  and  the  public  can  see  it  some  time 
or  other  at  just  about  any  price  it  wants  to 
pay,  and  that  the  supply  of  movie  admissions 
is  unlimited  and  unrationed. 

Ceilings  Could  Be  Arbitrary 

“Anyhow,  the  reasons  for  the  exemption  are 
just  as  valid  now  as  they  were  in  1940.  While 
it  might  never  be  used,  price  control  on  movies 
could  easily  place  the  screen  under  the 
thumb  of  the  government  for  any  propaganda 
or  pressure  use  it  saw  fit.  The  penalty  for 
resistance  could  then  be  economic  strangula- 
tion and  eventual  destruction. 

“If  the  exemption  for  movies  should  be  re- 
moved by  such  an  amendment  as  is  proposed, 
the  OPA  could  then  decide  where  to  fix  the 
ceiling  prices  on  theatre  admissions,  at  the 
present  scales  or  at  some  previous  date  to 
accomplish  a ‘roll  back’  of  current  prices; 


they  draw  from  precisely  the  same  area,  or 
whether  they  are  20  miles  apart.  The  only 
effect  of  imposing  clearance  between  such 
theatres  when  they  are  highly  competitive 
is  arbitrarily  to  divert  patronage  from  one 
to  the  other.  Prices  being  the  same,  there 
is  only  one  way  in  which  they  can  compete 
at  all  and  that  is  by  offering  a better  en- 
tertainment value  for  the  money  and  the 
public  clearly  suffers  from  the  imposition 
of  any  restriction  upon  that  competition.” 

In  another  section  of  its  plea  the  depart- 
ment said:  “The  determination  of  the  maxi- 
mum length  of  clearance  permissible  in  com- 
petitive situations  where  admission  price  dif- 
ferentials exist  should  be  so  adjusted  that 
the  period  of  clearance  between  any  two 
theatres  is  proportionate  to  the  admission 
price  differential  between  them  if  there  is 
to  be  any  public  justification  of  such  clear- 
ance.” 

Kuykendall  explains  that  “the  memoran- 
dum filed  by  the  justice  department  is  a very 
revealing  document  in  many  ways,  worthy  of 
careful  attention  and  study  by  all  exhibitors, 
independent  as  well  as  affiliated.  It  is  so  long 
and  involved  with  technical  legal  arguments 
that  I doubt  if  most  exhibitors  will  take  the 
time  to  search  out  the  meat,  of  the  proposal. 
Yet  the  injunction  if  granted  applies  to  all 
exhibitors  everywhere  and  all  distributors,  not 
just  those  that  are  parties  to  the  consent  de- 
cree, and  will  remain  in  effect  until  a final 
decision  is  made  by  the  courts,  which  likely 
will  be  several  years  from  now.  The  depart- 
ment of  justice  reveals,  I believe,  not  only  the 
ultimate  purposes  and  objectives  they  have  in 
mind  with  respect  to  the  vital  matter  of  clear- 
ance and  run  in  our  business,  but  also  re- 
veals, at  least  to  some  extent,  how  well  this 
government  agency  understands  the  business 
which  it  seeks  to  regulate  by  injunction  and 
decree.” 


also  whether  to  put  ceiling  prices  on  film 
rentals  and  terms.  These  decisions  of  the 
OPA  would  be  arbitrary,  without  hearings; 
and  enforceable  by  the  usual  penalties. 

“The  bureau  of  internal  revenue,  of  course, 
has  an  exact  record  of  every  theatre’s  admis- 
sion scales  since  Oct.  1,  1941,  when  the  fed- 
eral tax  was  imposed  on  all  theatre  admis- 
sions from  ten  cents  up.  A ceiling  on  admis- 
sions will  make  a ceiling  on  film  rentals  abso- 
lutely necessary;  otherwise  theatres  will  be 
squeezed  out  of  business  in  great  numbers. 

“The  government  should  be  made  to  real- 
ize, however,  that  admission  prices  at  movie 
theatres  are  always  fixed  by  competitive  con- 
ditions in  a highly  competitive  business  in 
which  several  different  theatres  (and  even 
the  same  theatre  to  some  extent)  offer  ex- 
actly the  same  article  (picture  or  show)  at 
different  times  for  a wide  variety  of  prices. 
Any  theatre  that  charges  more  than  the  pub- 
lic is  willing  to  pay  has  empty  seats  and 
sooner  or  later  goes  broke.  People  don’t  have 
to  go  to  the  movies — they  do  have  to  eat; 
therein  lies  a vast  difference.  And  they  can 
usually,  and  frequently  do,  go  to  a different 
theatre  in  great  numbers  whenever  prices  are 
too  high.  The  penalty  for  overcharging  in  our 
business  is  bankruptcy.” 
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Still  Strikebound 
WLB  Directive 


Studios 
Despite 

HOLLYWOOD — Studios  were  still  strike- 
bound as  the  second  week  of  the  walkouts 
was  drawing  to  a close  despite  definite  orders 
from  the  WLB  that  the  strikers  return  to 
work. 

The  back-to-your  jobs  directive  came  late 
Wednesday  from  George  W.  Thomas,  chair- 
man of  the  WLB,  in  a telegram  to  Herbert 
Sorrell,  president  of  the  Conference  of  Studio 
Unions. 

Thomas’s  order  stated  that  he  considered 
that  “this  strike  constitutes  a flagrant  dis- 
regard of  labor’s  no-strike  pledge  to  the 
President  and  of  the  procedures  established 
for  the  peaceful  settlement  of  labor  disputes 
in  time  of  war.”  Thomas  then  reviewed  the 
part  of  government  agencies  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion dispute  over  the  set  decorators  from 
which  the  strike  stemmed  and  directed  that 
“the  strike  be  terminated  immediately  and 
that  the  board  be  advised  accordingly.” 

Sorrell’s  Reply  a Tacit  Defy 

After  a hastily-called  meeting  of  his  strike 
strategy  committee  and  his  lieutenants,  Sor- 
rell replied  to  Taylor  by  telegraph,  stating 
that  his  unions’  and  guilds’  policy  “has  al- 
ways been  to  recognize  and  obey  the  authority 
of  all  government  agencies  set  up  to  safeguard 
the  public  interest  in  wartime,”  but  continued 
with  a tacit  defy  of  the  WLB  directive  by 
saying  “as  long  as  the  producers  continue  to 
defy  the  authority  of  the  WLB,  we  feel  that 
they  have  no  right  to  ask  you  to  order  the 
workers  back  to  work,  as  they  apparently 
have  done. 

“The  members  of  the  Conference  of  Studio 
Unions  are  convinced  if  they  could  obtain  a 
full  and  fair  hearing  of  the  facts  in  the  case 
by  WLB,  a decision  would  be  handed  down 
which  would  safeguard  the  rights  of  the 
American  working  man  to  his  economical 
freedom  and  to  choose,  without  pressure  or 
intimidation,  the  bargaining  agent  he  wishes 
to  represent  him.” 

At  which  point  of  stalemate,  the  strike 
stood  as  of  Thursday  of  this  week. 

Following  in  the  wake  of  its  blitzkrieg 
advance  of  the  first  week,  which  carried  it  to 
a point  where  there  were  an  estimated  18,000 
to  20,000  studio  workers  on  strike,  the  film 
capital’s  most  serious  walkout  of  the  past  dec- 
ade was  forced  to  give  ground  as  a result  of  a 
change  in  policy  on  the  part  of  several  labor 
groups  and  a change  in  attitude  toward  the 
strike  by  individuals  who  had  originally  re- 
fused to  cross  picket  lines. 

Some  10,000  Away  From  Jobs 

Resultantly,  as  the  strike  was  well  into  its 
second  week  and  as  the  labor  battle  lines 
were  more  clearly  drawn,  the  number  of 
studio  workers  still  absent  from  their  jobs 
was  estimated  at  slightly  under  10,000.  Just 
how  much  production  was  being  slowed  was 
difficult  to  determine.  Some  studios  reported 
that  business  was  being  carried  on  as  usual, 
while  others  were  free  to  admit  that  routine 
operations  were  still  hampered  despite  the 
fact  that  substitute  workers  from  nonstrik- 
ing unions  were  serving  the  functions  of  those 
on  walkouts. 

At  midweek  those  unions  still  officially  on 
strike  and  the  numbers  of  workers  effected 
in  each  case  included : Painters  Local  644,  900 ; 
Machinist  Local  1185,  350;  Building  Service 
Employes,  400;  Screen  Cartoonists  Guild,  five; 
Carpenters  Local  946,  2,200;  IBEW  Local  40, 
600;  Plumbers  Local  78,  300;  SPU,  2,200.  Ad- 
ditionally there  were  between  1,200  and  1,500 
unionites,  members  of  scattered  nonstriking 
groups,  who  were  continuing  to  cross  picket 
lines. 


First  break  in  the  strikers  ranks  came  when 
the  Culinary  Workers  voted  to  return  to  their 
jobs  after  having  been  out  for  only  one  day, 
during  which  the  commissaries  and  restau- 
rants at  the  major  studios  were  closed. 

The  Screen  Publicist  Guild  was  next  to  vote 
a change  in  policy.  SPG  had  officially  voted 
a walkout  in  sympathy  with  the  Screen  Set 
Designers  and  the  publicists  were  absent  from 
their  desks  for  the  better  part  of  the  strike’s 
first  week. 

Their  about-face  was  closely  followed  by  a 
similar  move  on  the  part  of  the  Screen  Of- 
fice Employes  Guild,  which  at  a mass  mem- 
bership voted  691  to  261  to  return  to  work 
following  four  days  of  observance  of  the  picket 
lines.  This  move  brought  back  to  their  desks 

(Continued  on  page  54) 


WASHINGTON  — From  correspondence 
pouring  into  Allied  headquarters,  says  a bul- 
letin from  the  headquarters  of  the  national 
organization  here,  “it  is  indicated  that  ex- 
hibitors are  aroused  over  the  formation  by 
the  Big  Five  of  a checking  organization  called 
Confidential  Reports,  Inc.” 

The  bulletin  is  headed;  “Confidential  (or 
Collusive?)  Reports,  Inc.,”  and  continues: 

“With  all  the  charges  of  combination,  con- 
spiracy and  oppressive  practices  hanging  over 
their  heads,  one  would  have  expected  the 
major  companies  to  shun  any  concerted  action 
in  matters  affecting  the  independent  exhibi- 
tors. 

“Nevertheless  Paramount,  RKO,  Columbia, 
Universal  and  United  Arists  propose  to 
launch  their  new  venture  on  April  2.  This 
will  greatly  strengthen  the  ties  that  bind 
those  companies  in  a community  of  interest. 
Before  the  New  York  case  reaches  trial  on 
October  8,  the  government  should  file  a sup- 
plemental complaint  showing  how  the  de- 
fendants, since  entry  of  the  consent  decree, 
have  extended  their  domination  of  the  in- 
dependent theatres  by  greatly  increasing  per- 
centage playing  and  by  spying  on  such  the- 
atres and  learning  their  most  intimate  busi- 
ness secrets. 

Interchange  a “Violation  of  Law” 

“Interchange  among  those  five  major 
distributors — two  of  which  operate  theatres 
in  competition  with  independent  exhibitors 
— of  confidential  information  relating  to  the 
operation  and  earnings  of  independent  the- 
atres would  be  a plain  violation  of  law.  The 
law  sanctions  the  dissemination  of  informa- 
tion regarding  market  conditions  based  on 
closed  transactions  but  it  does  not  counte- 
nance interchange  of  business  secrets  ex- 
tracted from  the  exhibitors  against  their  will 
and  used  as  a means  of  extorting  higher  film 
rentals. 

“The  factors  which  cause  independent  ex- 
hibitors to  eye  Confidential  Reports,  Inc., 
with  anxiety  are;  (1)  The  new  company  will 
be  headed  by  an  executive  of  one  of  the  par- 
ticipating distributors;  (2)  the  business 
manager  will  be  a former  employe  of  Copy- 
right Protection  Bureau,  which  has  been 
charged  with  unfairness  toward  exhibitors; 
(3)  the  officers  and  employes  of  the  com- 
pany in  a very  real  sense  will  be  the  joint 


RKO  and  International 
Distribution  Renewed 

NEW  YORK — Renewal  of  its  distribution 
agreement  with  International  Pictures  cov- 
ering release  of  its  product  during  the  1945- 
46  season  was  announced  at  midweek  by  Ned 
Depinet,  president  of  RKO  Radio.  Confirma- 
tion of  the  new  contract  marks  one  of  the 
major  distribution  deals  of  the  year. 

Under  terms  of  the  new  pact,  RKO  Radio 
will  distribute  for  1945-1946  International 
films  including  the  Gary  Cooper  production, 
“Along  Came  Jones,”  starring  Cooper  with 
Loretta  Young;  “Tomorrow  Is  Forever,”  with 
Claudette  Colbert,  Orson  Welles  and  George 
Brent,  and  a Technicolor  production,  “Coun- 
tess of  Monte  Cristo,”  starring  Sonja  Henie, 
with  Dennis  O'Keefe. 

Commenting  on  the  distribution  deal,  Depi- 
net said:  “RKO  Radio  is  extremely  proud 
this  organization  has  again  been  selected  by 
William  Goetz  and  Leo  Spitz  to  release  their 
outstanding  productions  and  notable  per- 
formances by  many  top-ranking  stars.” 


agents  of  the  five  participating  distributors; 
(4)  in  recent  years  the  major  distributors 
through  joint  agents  have  demanded  access 
to  the  books  and  records  of  exhibitors  in 
certain  areas;  (5)  there  has  been  a ten- 
dency among  the  Big  Eight  in  recent  years 
to  drop  the  ‘confidential  clause’  from  their 
license  agreements. 

“We  hope  that  the  five  sponsors  of  Con- 
fidential Reports,  Inc.,  will  see  the  wisdom 
of  abandoning  their  project.  If  they  persist 
in  their  joint  undertaking,  it  will  be  eyed 
with  suspicion  and  will  be  challenged  the 
very  moment  that  evidence  of  collusion  ap- 
pears.” 

"Tends  to  Restrict  Competition," 

Says  N.  J.  Allied's  Resolution 

NEW  YORK — Contending  that  “the  official 
or  unofficial  interchange  of  information  con- 
cerning receipts  of  a theatre  among  several 
motion  picture  distributors  would  be  harm- 
ful, detrimental  and  unfair  to  exhibitors,” 
Allied  Theatres  Owners  of  New  Jersey  has 
passed  a resolution  condemning  the  forma- 
tion of  a new  checking  organization  by  sev- 
eral distributors. 

Although  the  name  of  the  organization  was 
not  given  in  the  resolution,  it  was  taken  for 
granted  that  Confidential  Reports,  Inc.,  was 
the  target. 

The  resolution  went  on  to  state  that  sev- 
eral of  the  distributors  “announced  as  being 
among  the  organizers  of  the  new  corporation 
have  affiliated  chains  of  theatres  and  these 
theatres  in  many  instances  compete  with  in- 
dependently-owned theatres.” 

Furthermore,  the  resolution  states:  . . the 
information  gained  concerning  the  business 
operations  of  said  independent  theatres  would 
give  the  theatres  affiliated  with  the  distribu- 
tors an  additional  advantage  over  the  said 
independent  theatres  . . . 

“The  organization  of  the  proposed  corpora- 
tion controlled  by  several  major  motion  pic- 
ture distributors  is  an  extension  of  the 
monopolistic  practices  currently  employed  by 
the  major  motion  picture  distributors  and  will 
further  tend  to  restrict  competition  within  the 
motion  picture  industry  . . .” 

A copy  of  the  resolution  was  sent  to  Rob- 
ert L.  Wright,  assistant  U.S.  attorney  gen- 
eral. 


Allied  Stales  Assn  Sharply  Criticizes 
Formation  of  New  Checking  Setup 
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Theatres'  Solid  Fuel 
Allotments  Are  Cut 

WASHINGTON— Theatres,  as  well  as  other 
solid  fuel  consumers,  will  be  allotted  only  80 
per  cent  of  their  average  fuel  consumption 
for  the  1945-1946  fuel  year,  starting  April  1. 
However,  Solid  Fuels  Administrator  Harold 
L.  Ickes  has  stated  that  the  government  will 
attempt  to  assure  equitable  fuel  distribution 
of  the  limited  supply  of  solid  fuels. 

In  one  restricted  area,  which  includes  all 
the  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  River 
and  Minnesota,  North  and  South  Dakota, 
Iowa,  Louisiana  and  the  city  and  county  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  domestic  users  will  be  re- 
quired to  file  “consumer  declarations”  with 
retail  dealers  to  assure  deliveries. 

Under  the  new  regulations,  retail  dealers 
are  required  to  give  -their  customers  at  least 
30  per  cent  of  their  annual  requirements  by 
September  30,  if  the  customers  file  their 
declaration  and  their  order  prior  to  May  15 
and  are  willing  to  accept  any  usable  fuel. 
Dealers  are  directed  not  to  accept  any  new 
business  if  it  would  impair  their  ability  to 
supply  their  regular  customers  with  the  80 
per  cent  quota.  However,  where  dealers  have 
available  supplies,  they  may  accept  new  cus- 
tomers who  have  filed  declarations  and  placed 
orders  promptly. 


Selznick  Loses  in  Suit 
Against  Vivien  Leigh 

LONDON — The  impending  release  of  “An- 
tony and  Cleopatra,”  costarring  Vivien  Leigh 
and  Claude  Rains,  will  mark  another  legal 
setback  for  David  O.  Selznick  in  his  attempts 
to  block  Miss  Leigh’s  appearance  in  any  film 
or  legitimate  play  unless  by  his  assent.  Miss 
Leigh  has  just  opened  at  Edinburgh  in  “The 
Skin  of  Our  Teeth,”  a stage  play,  following 
the  American  film  producer’s  futile  efforts 
to  obtain  an  injunction  against  the  presenta- 
tion. 

Selznick  sought  the  stay  on  the  basis  of  a 
negative  covenant  signed  by  Miss  Leigh  pledg- 
ing herself  to  refrain  from  any  professional 
engagement  unless  it  had  first  been  endorsed 
by  him.  The  injunction  was  denied  in  chan- 
cery court  after  Miss  Leigh’s  attorney  argued 
that  Selznick  had  no  facilities  for  producing 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  therefore  would 
suffer  no  loss  through  such  an  appearance 
by  her.  The  judge  held  no  breach  of  the 
covenant  was  involved.  Selznick  appealed, 
but  lost  the  decision. 


Seventh  War  Loan  Drive 
Borrows  A1  Finestone 

NEW  YORK — A1  Finestone  will  serve  as 
assistant  director  of  publicity  on  a full  time 
basis  for  the  National  Committee  of  the 
Seventh  War  Loan  of  the  industry.  Arrange- 
ments for  his  services,  requested  by  Samuel 
Pinanski,  the  drive’s  national  chairman,  were 
made  through  R.  M.  Gillham,  Paramount  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director. 

Paramount  lent  Finestone  to  the  National 
Committee  for  the  Fifth  War  Loan  some  time 
ago.  The  Paramount  publicist  made  a splen- 
did showing  and  helped  immeasuraoly  in  put- 
ting over  the  campaign,  according  to  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  then  national  chairman. 


Church  in  CBS  Post 

NEW  YORK— Wells  Church  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  director  of  public  affairs 
and  news  broadcasts  of  CBS.  He  replaces 
Everett  Holies,  who  has  resigned  to  become 
news  editor  and  analyst  of  WBBM,  Columbia- 
owned  station  in  Chicago. 


RKO-Pafhe  Merge  French 
Producing-Distributing 


NEW  YORK — RKO  and  Pathe  have  reached 
an  agreement  for  joint  production  and  dis- 
tribution of  films  in 


PHIL  HEISMAN 


France  and  for  distri- 
bution of  the  French- 
produced  product  in 
this  country.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  important 
foreign  deals  ever 
signed  by  RKO,  be- 
cause Pathe  in  France 
controls  Gaumont, 
which  is  one  of  the 
largest  theatre  owning 
organizations  in  that 
country.  The  agree- 
ment was  signed  by 
Phil  R e i s m a n , in 


charge  of  RKO’s  foreign  activities,  who  has 
just  returned  to  this  country  after  five  weeks 
abroad. 


There  were  reports  recently  that  J.  Arthur 
Rank  was  negotiating  with  the  Gaumont  in- 
terests in  France  to  acquire  a large  stock 
interest  in  order  to  insure  distribution  of  his 
British-made  product  there. 


Pathe  Cinema  Co.  is  the  largest  producer 
and  distributor  in  France.  Pathe  Gaumont 
Theatres,  its  subsidiary,  controls  26  important 
theatres  in  Paris  and  elsewhere  in  France. 
The  Pathe  circuit  includes  35  key  houses. 
There  were  3,750  theatres  wired  for  sound 
in  France  at  the  start  of  the  war. 


Raw  Stock  Making  Resumed 

In  France  the  merged  company  will  be 
known  as  Pathe-RKO.  In  this  country  it  will 
be  called  RKO-Pathe.  Marcel  Gental,  general 
manager  for  RKO  in  France,  will  be  general 
manager  of  the  new  company.  RKO  will 
make  every  effort  to  distribute  the  French- 
produced  pictures  in  this  country.  Whether 
they  will  have  superimposed  titles  or  be 
dubbed  into  English  has  not  been  decided. 

Raw  stock  will  be  available  in  France  in 
increasing  quantities,  it  is  expected.  Since 
liberation  day,  Reisman  said,  Eastman,  in 
Paris,  and  Gaevert,  in  Belgium,  have  manu- 


factured about  5,500,000  feet  of  raw  stock. 
Much  of  this  is  now  being  used  by  the  OWI, 
MOI,  the  armed  services  and  government  de- 
partments, but  manufacturing  capacity  is  ex- 
pected to  increase  as  transportation  and  fuel 
shortages  are  relieved. 

Reisman  made  his  trip  abroad  by  plane  as 
a commercial  representative  and  not  as  a 
government  agent.  He  had  a number  of  con- 
ferences with  J.  Arthur  Rank  in  England 
and  presided  at  an  RKO  sales  convention. 

“Rank  is  a credit  to  the  industry,”  Reisman 
said.  “He  is  making  a bid  for  quality  produc- 
tion suitable  for  world  distribution,  and  I 
think  he  will  succeed.  You  all  know  he  is 
planning  to  visit  this  country,  probably  in 
May.  I think  cooperation  should  be  extended 
to  him  in  his  efforts  to  secure  distribution 
in  the  United  States.  Distribution  of  French 
pictures  here  also  should  be  encouraged.” 

Refuses  to  Answer  Questions 

Reisman  refused  to  answer  questions  about 
details  of  his  French  negotiations.  He  was 
in  Paris  only  a few  days.  During  that  time, 
however,  he  learned  so  much  about  food 
shortages,  the  breakdown  of  transportation 
in  the  wake  of  the  armies,  and  the  lack  of 
fuel  that  he  said  he  felt  Americans  should 
be  patient  in  their  relations  with  the  French. 

“Some  production  is  already  under  way  in 
France,”  he  said.  “It  will  pick  up  rapidly 
as  conditions  improve.  American  companies 
are  functioning  again.  It  was  surprising  how 
many  old  negatives  and  prints  were  hidden 
by  our  employes.  The  underground  also  con- 
cealed much  studio  and  laboratory  equipment 
during  the  occupation.  We  are  doing  some 
dubbing  over  there  now. 

“Several  theatres  have  been  taken  over 
by  the  U.S.  army  and  the  British  have  others, 
because  Paris  is  a rest  center  for  our  men 
from  the  front.  They  get  into  the  army  the- 
atres without  cost. 

“Business  in  both  the  army  and  civilian 
theatres  is  terrific,  even  though  the  admis- 
sion prices  run  from  20  to  40  francs.  The 
official  exchange  rate  is  50  francs  to  the 
dollar.” 


Memorial  Services  Set 
For  Lieutenant  Richey 

NEW  YORK — Memorial  services  for  Lieut. 
David  Henderson  Richey,  son  of  H.  M. 
Richey  of  M-G-M,  will 
be  held  Sunday,  March 
25,  at  4:30  p.  m.  at  the 
First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Pintard  Ave- 
nue, New  Rochelle. 

Services  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Rev.  Robert 
Hartley. 

Lieutenant  Richey 
met  his  death  when 
the  B24  Liberator  of 
which  he  was  naviga- 
tor crashed  March  10 
off  Montauk  Point,  L. 

.1.  The  flight  was  a lieut.  d.  h.  richey 
routine  low-flying  mission  from  Westover 
Field.  Bodies  of  two  members  of  the  crew 
were  found,  but  neither  the  plane  nor  the 
other  members  of  the  crew  have  been  located. 
Lieutenant  Richey’s  flying  jacket  was  found. 


Gladys  Cooper  Signs  a New  Pact 

Gladys  Cooper  has  signed  a new  contract 
with  Metro. 


"Vets"  Gels  OPA  Okay 
On  Candy  Concessions 

WASHINGTON— Exhibitors  who  have  de- 
spaired of  disposing  of  confectionery,  popcorn 
or  soft  drink  concessions  because  of  the  in- 
ability to  obtain  concessionaires  with  ration 
approvals  may  take  heart  from  an  announce- 
ment made  by  OPA  Administrator  Chester 
Bowles. 

In  a program  designed  to  assist  veterans 
in  adjusting  themselves  to  civilian  economic 
life,  the  OPA  has  changed  ration  regulations 
to  permit  returning  soldiers  to  open  small 
businesses  making  use  of  rationed  foods. 
These  regulations  will  become  effective  Mon- 
day (March  26).  Prior  to  this  date,  such 
small  businesses  have  been  closed  to  new- 
comers. 

It  was  stated  that  the  new  regulations 
would  permit  veterans  to  take  over  the  opera- 
tion of  candy  concessions,  popcorn  stands  in 
theatres  or  to  operate  refreshment  stores  serv- 
ing soft  drinks,  ice  cream,  etc. 


Callahans  Play  in  "Springtime" 

Monogram  has  signed  the  Callahans,  radio 
cowboy  band,  for  “Springtime  in  Texas,” 
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Every  man  who  has  loved  and 
lost. ..every  woman  who  has 
yearned  for  one  man’s  adoration 
...will  thrill  to  the  ecstatic  ad- 
venture of  these  two... who  find 
an  amazing  secret  in  a strange 
old  house! 


Dorothy  McGuire  • Robert  Young 

the  Lovers  of  "Claudia” 

Herbert  Marshall 


Mildred  Natwick  • Spring  Byington 
Hillary  Brooke  • Richard  Gaines 


Produced  by  Harriet  Parsons  * Directed  by  John  Cromwell 
Screenplay  Ay  DeWitt  Bodeen  and  Herman  J.  Mankiewicz 


Based  on  the  play  by  Sir  Arthur  win*  Pinero 


RKO 

RADIO 


RKO’S  FULL  PAGE 
ADS  TO  29,007,375 
CIRCULATION! 


"The  Showmanship  Company"  backs  up  a 
great  show  with  full  page  seat-selling  ads 
in  publications  like  WOMAN'S  HOME 
COMPANION  - McCALL'S  - RED  BOOK  - 
COLLIER'S  - LOOK  - LIBERTY  - WOMAN'S 
DAY-TRUE  STORY-FAMILY  CIRCLE  and  the 
ENTIRE  FAN  LIST.  The  ad  reproduced  here 
appears  in  Liberty  and  three  fan  magazines. 


GET  CREDIT  FOR  YOUR  RED  CROSS  COLLECTION. 
SEND  YOUR  REPORT  TO  YOUR  AREA  CHAIRMAN. 





Seeing  'The  Enchanted  Cottage’ 
gives  one  the  feeling  of  having 
discovered  some  rare  jewel.  Only 
at  the  widest  of  intervals  is  the 

■ 

motion  picture  industry  fortu- 
nate enough  to  produce  a pic- 
ture like  this,  a thing  of  such 
moving,  surpassing  beauty  that 
its  every  element  seems  perfect. 
Here  is  presented  one  of  the 
most  touching  and  poignantly 
beautiful  love  stories  ever 
brought  to  the  screen,  and  done 
so  outstandingly  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult not  to  use  superlatives 
concerning  its  every  phase. 


“A  natural,  both  as  to  box 
office  and  entertainment.’ 
—Motion  Picture  Herald 

( 

“Will  play  a merry  tune  at 
the  box-office.”  —Variety 

“One  of  the  month’s  most  I 
noteworthy  screen  events.”  I 

I 

—Boxoffice 

“In  the  top  bracket.” 

—Hollywood  Variety 

“Beats  a path  of  its  own  . . . 
an  attraction  of  some  size.” 
—Motion  Picture  Daily 

“Deeply  moving  . . . has 
tremendous  appeal  for 
women.”  -Film  Daily 

“Timely  . . . should  prove 
beneficial  to  box-office.” 
—Showmen's  Trade  Review 


“Unusual  love  story  will 

•)  . 
a s vote. 

—The  Exhibitor 


get  the  women’s  vote. 


NATIONAL 
PRESENTATION 
IN  MID-APRIL! 


—HOLLYWOOD  REPORTER 


Tflctt  and 


Bowles  Makes  Headlines 

QPA  Administrator  Chester  Bowles  made 
the  headlines  the  wrong  way,  if  quoted 
reactions  of  Washington  leaders,  including 
senators  and  representatives,  are  any  cri- 
terion. He  is  scheduled  to  appear  shortly 
to  discuss  appropriations  and  continuance 
of  his  department.  Washington  columnists 
indicate  a lot  of  question  will  be  asked. 

Film  industry  leaders  are  chary  about 
making  comments,  but  they  don’t  mind 
talking  off  the  record.  Some  of  them  point 
out  that  he  seems  to  be  laboring  under  the 
impi-ession  that  theatres  are  all  part  of 
some  vast  oi-ganization  acting  in  concert, 
instead  of  being  a mass  of  small  town  in- 
dividual entei’prises  beset  by  manpower 
shortages,  l'ising  costs  and  a lot  of  other 
pi’oblems.  If  there  had  been  any  discus- 
sion of  further  rises  in  ticket  prices,  they 
wouldn’t  object  so  violently  to  his  threat 
of  ceilings.  The  peak  of  the  wartime  busi- 
ness has  ali’eady  passed,  and,  by  and  large, 
no  complaint  has  been  heard  about  ad- 
mission from  the  public. 

* * * 

Selznick  Picks  'Em 

^AVID  O.  SELZNICK  doesn’t  mind  point- 
ing out  that  four  Academy  Award  win- 
ners in  sixteen  years  have  been  under 
contract  to  him.  Jennifer  Jones,  last  year’s 
winner  for  her  work  in  “The  Song  of  Bei’n- 
adette,”  was  on  his  roster.  Prior  to  that, 
Vivien  Leigh  and  Joan  Fontaine  were  with 
his  company  when  they  won.  This  year 
Ingrid  Bergman  landed  an  Oscar  for  the 
second  time. 

* * * 

Freedom  of  Speech 

RAYMOND  MOLEY  was  quick  to  point 
out  that  the  new  Missouri  constitution 
brings  all  forms  of  communication,  includ- 
ing films,  up  to  date  by  guaranteeing  their 
freedom.  This  is  something  that  came  to 
the  fore  years  ago  when  states  began  cen- 
soi'ing  newsreels.  Court  decisions  upheld 
the  censors.  The  Missouri  constitution 
clause  covering  this  reads: 

“No  law  shall  be  passed  impairing 
the  fi’eedom  of  speech,  no  matter  by 
what  means  communicated:  that  every 
person  shall  be  free  to  say,  write,  or 
publish,  or  otherwise  communicate 
whatever  he  will  on  any  subject,  be- 
ing responsible  for  all  abuses  of  that 
privilege.” 

* * * 

Television  Surprise 

CJOME  well-known  film  men  were  in  the 
audience  that  attended  a demonstra- 
tion of  RCA’s  postwar  television  on  a large 
screen.  They  were  surprised,  not  to  say 
amazed.  The  pictures  were  sharply  de- 
fined, brilliantly  lighted,  and  with  no  quiv- 
ering. 

One  theatre  man  was  heard  to  say: 
“When  television  gets  that  good  we  will 
have  something  to  worry  about.” 

Further  inquiry  revealed  the  fact  that 
all  of  the  television  sets  upon  which  dem- 
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onstrations  have  been  given  over  a pe- 
riod of  months  are  not  only  prewar,  but 
vei-y,  very  prewar.  Only  the  monitors  in 
the  studio  conti-ol  rooms  have  had  the 
525-line  scanning  that  is  now  standard. 
Some  of  the  machines  used,  both  in  studios 
and  homes,  have  been  below  400  lines.  All 
of  them  are  defective,  because  no  replace- 
ment parts  have  been  available. 

When  RCA  demonstrated  television  in 
the  New  Yorker  Theatre  a few  years  back 
it  used  the  new  optical  reflecting  apparatus 
installed  in  the  machine  used  a few  days 
ago,  but  it  was  tx-emendously  expensive. 
Since  then  the  engineers  have  discovered 
how  to  stamp  lenses  out  of  plastic.  Even 
ihe  set  used  in  the  demonstration  was 
not  up  to  what  the  company  hopes  to  pro- 
duce, because  some  of  the  parts  were  taken 
cut  of  older  machines.  At  present  it  is 
not  possible  under  OPA  regulations  to  as- 
semble a receiver  with  all  the  latest  gadg- 
ets. 

+ * * 

Newsreel  Competition 

QUICK  televising  of  important  news 
events  is  becoming  a regular  practice 
with  NBC — something  all  newsreels  are 
watching  with  increased  interest  because 
of  its  potentialities  for  postwar  competi- 
tion. John  F.  Royal,  NBC  vice-pi-esident 
in  charge  of  television,  let  it  be  known  in 
San  Francisco  that  the  company  will  make 
films  of  the  United  Nations  conference 
next  month.  These  will  be  shown  in  San 
Francisco  within  24  hours  and  will  be 
flown  to  New  York  for  immediate  show- 
ing by  station  WNBT. 


COPYRIGHT  EXPERT— Edwin  P.  Kil- 
roe,  long  recognized  as  an  authority  on 
copyrights,  has  again  been  honored  by 
appointment  from  William  Roy  Vallance 
of  the  state  department.  He  will  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Intellectual 
Property  at  the  forthcoming  meeting  of 
the  Inter- American  Bar  Ass’n.  Kilroe  has 
been  copyright  adviser  at  20th-Fox  for 
years. 


OWI  to  Furnish  Raw 
Slock  for  the  MOI 

NEW  YORK— The  British  Ministry  of  In- 
formation will  distribute  the  feature-length 
documentary  now  being  completed  on  the 
Burma  campaign  throughout  the  British  Isles 
and  the  Empire,  while  the  OWI  will  handle 
the  distribution  of  the  film  in  the  U.S.  and 
probably  Latin  America,  thereby  relieving 
MOI  of  any  raw  stock  headaches  in  connec- 
tion with  the  release  of  the  picture  in  the  U.S. 

George  Archibald,  controller  of  MOI,  told 
a press  conference  that  he  and  Maj.  Frank 
Owen  of  Admiral  Mountbatten’s  staff  would  go 
to  Washington  during  the  week  to  look  at  a 
rough  cut  of  seven  or  eight  reels  of  the  pic- 
ture. Footage  was  taken  throughout  the 
fighting  in  the  Burma  campaign,  and  was 
brought  to  Hollywood,  where  Col.  Frank 
Capra  of  the  army  signal  corps  produced  the 
film. 

Technicolor  Film  Included 

Archibald  declared  that  the  raw  stock  for 
the  distribution  of  the  Burma  film  here  would 
come  out  of  the  OWI  allotment.  He  estimated 
that  five  to  six  million  feet  of  raw  stock  would 
be  required  by  MOI  for  its  needs  in  the  sec- 
ond quarter  of  this  year.  Included  in  the  pro- 
gram are  the  feature-length  Technicolor 
documentaries,  “Atlantic  Adventure”  and 
“Journey  Together.” 

Questioned  as  to  the  part  films  will  play  in 
the  eventual  occupation  of  Germany,  Archi- 
bald said  that  this  was  necessarily  a part  of 
the  European  postwar  period,  and  since  the 
MOI  would  probably  be  disbanded  as  such 
after  the  end  of  the  war,  it  had  no  commit- 
ments in  that  direction.  Britain’s  part  in  the 
film  program  for  defeated  Germany  would  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  political  warfare  section 
of  the  foreign  office,  working  hand  in  hand 
with  the  psychological  warfare  division  of 
SHAEF.  Archibald  said  that  entertainment  in 
Germany  would  be  handled  by  a control  com- 
mission, similar  to  that  established  over  many 
industries  within  the  country.  He  said  that 
at  first  entertainment  would  be  handled  by  a 
joint  commission,  and  that  later  on,  it  would 
be  broken  down,  with  the  U.S.,  Britain,  France 
and  Russia  handling  the  task  within  their 
allotted  zones. 

Government  films  in  Britain  in  the  postwar 
period  would  be  on  a bigger  scale  than  ever 
before,  Archibald  declared.  In  the  ten  years 
before  the  war,  he  estimated  that  the  gov- 
ernment produced  between  15  and  20  films 
yearly,  including  shorts,  features  and  short 
features.  These  were  made  primarily  for  non- 
theatrical release,  but  occasionally  a few  were 
shown  in  theatres. 

Program  for  the  Postwar  Era 

The  postwar  program  calls  for  film  suitable 
for  the  classroom,  retaining  purposes,  health 
and  many  other  subjects.  The  MOI  will  dis- 
band, but  will  probably  be  incorporated  into 
another  governmental  agency,  as  yet  un- 
decided, and  the  film  division’s  work  will  be 
continued. 

Archibald  said  that  theatre  business  in 
Britain  was  still  booming,  and  there  wei'e  no 
indications  of  a downward  curve.  With  pri- 
orities for  postwar  building  going  to  homes 
and  industries  first,  new  theatres  will  have  to 
wait  for  some  time.  Only  in  areas  where  the 
destruction  has  been  so  heavy  as  to  level  all 
theatres  will  adjustments  be  made  in  the  pri- 
ority program.  In  other  districts,  damaged 
theatres  will  remain  that  way  for  years  after 
the  war  because  of  the  lack  of  materials. 

Archibald  is  a former  director  of  the  film 
division  of  MOI.  He  returned  to  London  over 
a year  ago,  and  has  made  several  trips  to  the 
U.S.  in  the  interval,  the  last  being  in  October. 
On  each  trip  over  here  he  was  favorably  re- 
ceived by  members  of  the  industry. 
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RCA's  Television  Set 
Cuts  'Noise'  Element 

NEW  YORK — Television  viewers  who  have 
been  going  from  studio  to  studio  for  months 
hoping  to  see  pictures  that  did  not  have  wav- 
ing lines,  pictures  that  did  not  turn  over 
from  time  to  time  and  go  out  of  focus,  were 
pleasantly  surprised  last  week  when  RCA- 
Victor  demonstrated  a machine  designed  to 
show  what  can  be  done  with  525-line  scanning 
after  the  war. 

The  company  admitted  some  of  the  parts 
in  this  machine  were  prewar,  but  the  results 
were  excellent.  The  screen  was  16  in.  x 21  1/3 
in.  It  was  possible  to  sit  ten  or  15  feet  away 
from  it  and  see  clear  pictures  of  a quality 
not  noticeably  below  modern  motion  picture 
standards. 

For  many  months  RCA  has  reported  on  its 
new  aspherical  plastic  lenses  and  its  reflect- 
ing mirrors,  but  the  descriptions  have  been 
so  technical  that  even  those  who  follow  tele- 
vision closely  did  not  have  a clear  mental  pic- 
ture of  how  it  was  done. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  of  the  set 
is  the  fact  that  the  tube  used  is  not  more 
than  six  or  eight  inches  wide  at  the  end.  It 
shoots  downward  onto  a circular  mirror 
which  reflects  through  a plastic  circular  lens 
onto  a mirror,  and  the  mirror  projects  the 
pictures  onto  the  screen.  Technical  details 
were  explained  by  Dr.  C.  B.  Jolliffe,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  RCA  laboratories.  John 
F.  Royal,  NBC  vice-president  in  charge  of 
television,  explained  programming  plans. 
Frank  M.  Folsom,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
RCA  Victor  Division  of  RCA,  said  the  set 
could  not  be  put  into  production  until  war  re- 
strictions have  been  removed.  The  set  used, 
is  designed  to  cost  about  $395.  Other  sets, 
with  smaller  screens,  are  planned  at  $150. 
They  will  be  equipped  for  FM  broadcasts  as 
well  as  standard. 

This  same  system,  he  said,  will  be  used  for 
proposed  theatre  television  projectors. 

The  screen  is  a translucent  plastic.  In  the 
set  are  incorporated  features  which  eliminate 
“noise”  interference — the  cause  of  frequent 
distortions  on  prewar  television  sets. 

Court  Favors  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  Plea 

NEW  YORK — The  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.,  balked  in  its  effort  to  intervene  in  the 
government  antitrust  suit  against  producer- 
distributors  by  a ruling  of  Judge  Henry  W. 
Goddard  last  December,  has  been  granted  the 
right  to  appeal  that  decision  to  the  supreme 
court.  Judge  Francis  G.  Caffey  in  New  York 
federal  court  concurred  in  the  amusement 
company’s  contention  that  Judge  Goddard 
erred  in  refusing  to  grant  the  intervention 
application  and  in  exercising  his  discretion. 

The  firm  contends  that  since  the  consent 
decree  under  which  companies  had  been  op- 
erating since  1940  had  expired  Nov.  20,  1943, 
all  decisions  of  the  American  Arbitration 
Ass’n  since  then  are  null  and  void.  The  com- 
pany is  seeking  to  set  aside  all  AAA  decisions 
as  an  alleged  violation  of  the  fourth  amend- 
ment, in  that  it  has  allegedly  deprived  the  St. 
Louis  firm  of  its  rights  without  due  process 
of  law. 

Andrew  Stone  Invents 
Television  Camera 

NEW  YORK — An  innovation  in  television 
cameras  has  been  invented  by  Andrew  Stone, 
producer,  in  collaboration  with  Michael  Cun- 
ning, television  expert. 

The  camera  is  a 16mm  size,  and  is  placed 
on  top  of  the  regular  full-sized  camera.  It 
records  sound  and  sight  simultaneously  on 
one  film  track  and  the  stock  used  is  less 
grainy  than  regular  film. 


HOW  LARGE-SCREEN  TELEVISION  WORKS 


Lorge-jcreen  television  for  the  home,  providing  bright,  high-definition  picture! 
on  a built-in  screen  21'/j  * 16  inches,  is  mode  procticoble  by  this  ingenious 
optical  system,  developed  prior  to  the  wor  by  the  RCA  Laboratories.  Broken 
lines  indicate  the  poth  of  light  beoms  from  a single  picture  element  on  the 
face  of  the  cathode  ray  receiving  tube  to  o corresponding  point  on  the  screen. 
A plastic  lens  is  used  to  bring  these  light  beoms  to  a sharp  focus  on  the  screen. 
The  combination  of  spherical  mirror  and  correcting  lens  delivers  to  the  screen 
about  six  times  os  much  light  as  could  be  obtoined  if  a conventional  F: 2 movie 
projection  lens  were  used.  An  advance  development  model  of  this  type  of 
receiver  was  demonstrated  by  RCA  Victor  of  the  NBC  Studios  in  Radio  City. 


Theatre  Building  Code 
Nearing  Completion 

NEW  YORK— The  New  York  state  labor 
department’s  advisory  committee  will  soon 
publish  building  code  provisions  for  exist- 
ing theatres  and  other  places  of  public  as- 
sembly. Structures  in  New  York  City  will 
be  exempt. 

It  is  believed  that,  while  the  committee  has 
practically  completed  mulling  of  code  pro- 
visions applying  to  postwar  theatre  building, 
the  details  thus  far  set  are  but  tentative.  Yet 
to  be  decided  are  requirements  for  exits,  in- 
cluding fire  escapes,  as  well  as  standards  for 
theatre  curtains.  Projection  booth  require- 
ments for  new  structures  have  been  set,  mini- 
mums  being  booths  of  ten  feet  depth  by  eight 
feet  high  and  not  less  than  30  inches  clear- 
ance be  provided  between  each  projection  ma- 
chine and  30  inches  in  the  rear  of  each  effects 
machine. 

The  committee  plans  to  set  requirements  for 
new  structures  at  its  meeting  on  March  30, 
when  it  will  start  a review  of  all  provisions 
for  new  construction.  It  is  felt  there  will  be 
several  months  delay  before  the  code  will  be 
ready  for  public  hearings  to  be  held  by  the 
labor  department. 

Allied  Entertainment  Now 
In  Charge  of  Paley 

LONDON— Col.  William  S.  Paley,  chief  of 
radio  for  the  psychological  warfare  division 
of  SHAEF,  will  be  head  of  entertainment 
control  for  the  United  Nations  during  the 
first  phase  of  Germany’s  military  occupation. 
Films  will  come  under  his  jurisdiction,  it  is 
reported. 

Paley,  formerly  president  of  CBS,  received 
his  colonelcy  recently.  He  is  now  in  Paris. 


Sidney  Goldstein  Promoted 

NEW  YORK — Sidney  Goldstein  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  Sidney  Kornheiser  at 
Paramount  Music  Corp.  and  Famous  Music 
Corp.  Goldstein  has  been  associated  with 
Famous  for  the  past  eight  years  in  New  York, 
Chicago  and  Hollywood. 


Schiffrin  lo  Report 
On  French  Problems 

NEW  YORK — To  report  on  his  activities  as 
head  of  the  film  division  in  the  U.S.  of  the 
French  Press  and  Information  Services,  Simon 
S.  Schiffrin  was  prepared  during  the  week 
to  return  to  Paris,  awaiting  only  word  from 
official  quarters  that  transportation  facili- 
ties were  available. 

So  imminent  was  his  departure  that  Schif- 
frin had  his  baggage  packed  and  waiting  to 
be  picked  up  in  the  outer  offices  of  the  film 
division’s  headquarters  in  New  York.  Schiffrin 
came  to  the  U.S.  several  months  ago  accom- 
panied by  Pierre  Blanchar,  president  of  the 
resistance  movement  in  the  French  film  in- 
dustry. The  two  representatives  brought  with 
them  the  documentary,  “Liberation  of  Paris,” 
the  story  of  the  fight  of  the  Maquis  in  rid- 
ding their  capital  city  of  the  Nazis,  and  two 
other  films  made  during  the  occupation. 

Blanchar  returned  to  France  several  weeks 
ago,  and  word  of  his  arrival  in  Paris  reached 
Schiffrin  recently  by  wire.  Schiffrin  will  re- 
port to  his  government  on  matters  pertaining 
to  the  distribution  arrangements  for  French 
films  in  the  U.S.  and  for  American  films  in 
France,  reached  here  after  lengthy  confer- 
ences with  foreign  department  executives. 

Questioned  as  to  the  production  and  dis- 
tribution deal  recently  concluded  between 
RKO  and  Pathe  in  France,  Schiffrin  said  h© 
had  no  further  information  except  that  which 
was  announced  by  Phil  Reisman,  RKO  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  foreign  distribution. 

Schiffrin  expects  to  return  to  the  U.S.  ir 
about  a month,  barring  unforeseen  contingen 
cies. 

Starr  Is  New  Exploitation 
Head  for  United  Artists 

NEW  YORK — Martin  Starr,  formerly  su- 
pervisor of  radio  for  UA,  has  been  named  ex- 
ploitation director.  His  new  duties  will  be 
combined  with  his  radio  activities  for  the 
company. 

Starr  began  in  the  film  industry  on  the 
publicity  staff  of  the  Fox  Film  Corp.  Later, 
he  managed  several  New  Jersey  theatres  for 
Fox.  He  was  also  a reporter  on  the  Graphic; 
was  associated  with  MacFadden  publications, 
and  has  had  experience  in  almost  all  phases 
of  the  industry.  He  was  film  and  drama  com- 
mentator for  station  WMCA,  and  directed  spe- 
cial events  for  the  World’s  Fair.  Starr  in- 
itiated UA’s  radio  department  three  years  go. 

Para't  Distribution  Club 
Re-Elects  All  Officers 

NEW  YORK — All  officers  and  the  board 
of  governors  of  the  Distribution  Department 
Club,  Inc.,  of  Paramount  were  re-elected  for 
one  year  at  the  annual  meeting  held  at  the 
home  office. 

The  officers  are  Charles  M.  Reagan,  presi- 
dent; George  A.  Smith  and  R.  M.  Gillham, 
vice-presidents,  and  G.  B.  J.  Frawley,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  The  officers  and  Frank 
Meyer  compose  the  board  of  governors. 

The  club  includes  executives  of  the  home 
office,  district  and  branch  managers  in  the 
U.S.  and  Canada. 

"Bring  On  Girls"  Set  in 
120  Holiday  Bookings 

NEW  YORK — Paramount’s  “Bring  On  the 
Girls”  has  been  booked  for  about  120  Easter 
week  engagements  in  key  city  theatres.  In 
addition,  the  company  will  have  five  other 
films  playing  key  situations  throughout  the 
country  as  holiday  attractions.  They  are  “For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,”  “Here  Come  the 
WAVES,”  “Practically  Yours,”  “Ministry  of 
Fear”  and  “The  Unseen.” 
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v GET  CREDIT  FOR  YOUR  RED  CROSS  COLLECTIONS 
SEND  YOUR  REPORT  TO  YOUR  AREA  CHAIRMAN. 


Happy  box-offke  reports  from  first  fif- 
teen key  openings:  NEW  YORK  * CHICAGO 
SAN  FRANCISCO -ST.  LOUIS -MILWAUKEE 
DES  MOINES  • CINCINNATI  - DAYTON 
NEW  HAVEN  - ALLENTOWN  -INDIANAPOLIS 
BUFFALO  * PITTSBURGH  • ALBANY  and 
OMAHA . . . with  early  openings  set  for 
LOS  ANGELES  - PROVIDENCE  - KANSAS  CITY 
CLEVELAND  • READING  * HARRISBURG 
TRENTON  and  a score  of  other  first  runs! 


<) 


«/ 


A superior  piece  of  tough  melodrama/' 

^ — Bosley  Crowther,  N.  Y.  Times 


'Stacks  up  with  the  all-time  great  mystery  films. 

K —Frank  Quinn , N.  Y.  Daily  Mirror 


"Spine-tingling  melodrama  ...  the  tougher  and  gorier 
they  make  these  thrillers,  the  better,  it  seems. 

7 —Kate  Cameron , N.  Y.  Da//y  News 


Taut  and  fascinating  . . . Top-notch  thriller. 

—Howard  Barnes , N.  Y.  Herald-Tribune 

// 


"Belongs  on  the  list  of  excellent  mysteries. 

® —Alton  Cook , N.  Y.  World-Telegram 


A wallopy  thriller  . . . exciting  stuff."-/rene  Thirer,  N.  Y.  Post 


'Enormously  exciting  . . . packed  with  action  and  taut 
with  suspense."  —Rose  Pelswick/  N.  Y.  Journal-American 


'Vogue  for  hard-boiled  melodrama  reaches  some  kind 
of  peak  in  'Murder,  My  Sweet'."  —Eileen  Creelman , N.  Y.  Son 


20th-FOX  NOW  30  YEARS  OLD ; 
ONE  OF  INDUSTRY'S  LEADERS 


20th-Fox  Releases  Total  1,621 

New  York — Twentieth-Fox  has  released  1,621  features  in  the  30  years  of  its  his- 
tory, an  average  of  54  films  a year. 

For  those  who  are  mathematically  talented,  and  can  figure  these  things  out  without 
resorting  to  a logarithm  table  and  a slide  ule,  the  company’s  releases  over  the  30-year 
stretch  can  be  translated  into  the  total  number  of  feet  of  film  required  for  those  pic- 
tures, roughly  9,726,000,000.  In  miles  that  would  be  184,200,  and,  if  one  has  nothing  to 
do,  one  could  travel  almost  eight  times  around  the  globe  with  that  number  of  miles. 

Of  the  total  of  1,621  features,  20th-Fox  produced  1,534  in  its  own  studios,  15  were 
made  by  British  producers,  32  by  other  foreign  companies  and  40  by  outside  American 
producers.  The  first  picture  released  by  20th-Fox  was  “Life’s  Shop  Window,”  starring 
Claire  Whitney  and  Stuart  Holmes  in  November  1914. 


Skouras,  Zanuck  Facing 
Future  Ready  to  Meet 
Postwar  Changes 

By  J.  Ivl.  JERAULD 

NEW  YORK — Now  in  the  third  phase  of 
its  30-year  development,  20th-Fox  has  stepped 
out  into  the  van  as  one  of  the  most  important 
major  producers  and  theatre  operators.  Darryl 
P.  Zanu?k,  at  the  head  of  production,  is  ad- 
mittedly one  of  the  outstanding  figures  in  the 
business,  and  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  as  president, 
has  a long  record  of  success  as  a big  scale 
theatre  operator. 

This  combination,  with  Tom  Connors  at 
the  head  of  the  sales  organization,  makes  a 
trio  respected  both  within  the  company  and 
outside  of  it  among  its  competitors. 

In  the  past  two  years,  Zanuck,  as  a result 
of  his  experiences  on  many  war  fronts  as  an 
officer  and  his  wartime  contacts  with  leaders 
of  thought  in  many  fields,  has  taken  a stand 
for  pictures  keyed  to  the  changing  times  and 
with  an  element  of  social  significance  to  en- 
hance their  entertainment  value;  and  both 
Skouras  and  Connors  have  made  valiant  ef- 
forts to  improve  exhibitor  relations  on  the 
theory  that  all  branches  of  the  industry  must 
work  together  for  their  own  good  as  well  as 
that  of  the  public.  This  is  in  line  with  an 
increasing  emphasis  on  public  relations  ap- 
parent in  most  of  the  major  industries  of  the 
country. 

Began  as  Theatre  Enterprise 

Curiously  enough,  20th-Fox  did  not  begin  as 
a producing  unit.  It  was  started  by  William 
Fox  as  a sideline  to  his  theatre  enterprises. 
Like  some  of  the  other  pioneers  in  the  busi- 
ness, Fox  was  first  inspired  by  the  success 
of  the  penny  arcades  where  the  customers 
peeped  at  pictures  in  motion.  He  saw  the 
possibilities  of  mass  entertainment  and  rented 
a vacant  store  on  Flatbush  Ave.,  Brooklyn, 
using  chairs  from  a nearby  undertaker’s  estab- 
lishment. The  profits  were  so  surprising  that 
he  started  acquiring  theatres  on  Manhattan. 
Before  long  he  discovered  getting  film  was 
more  of  a problem  than  getting  theatres.  In 
1913,  as  a result,  he  formed  Boxoffice  Attrac- 
tions Co.  to  make  pictures  for  his  own  thea- 
tres. The  company  turned  out  35  the  first  year 
at  Fort  Lee,  N.  J. 

First  of  these  was  “Life’s  Shop  Window,” 
starring  Claire  Whitney,  for  release  Nov.  19, 


1914,  at  a cost  of  $14,700.  It  grossed  $54,000, 
and  Fox  quickly  decided  production  might  be 
a lucrative  venture. 

On  Feb.  1,  1915,  Fox  Film  Corp.  was  formed 
with  headquarters  at  130  West  46th  St.,  and 
more  studio  space  was  acquired  at  Fort  Lee 
as  well  as  a plant  called  Wonderful  Play  and 
Players  Studio  in  Jersey  City. 

No  Art  Then — Just  Pictures 

Nothing  was  heard  about  art  or  social  sig- 
nificance in  those  hectic  days  when  the  new 
industry  was  flourishing  like  the  green  bay 
tree.  The  idea  was  to  turn  pictures  out  fast, 
not  to  say  furiously.  Theda  Bara  was  dis- 
covered and  vamps  came  into  style,  sultry, 
bulky  vamps  who  could  gesture  all  over  the 
screen  and  make  motion  pictures  really  move. 
Her  first  big  success  was  “A  Fool  There  Was.” 
The  production  schedule  jumped  to  52  pic- 
tures a year.  That  was  where  the  first  phase 
of  the  company’s  history  came  to  an  end.  It 
became  a distribution  outfit  selling  to  all 
comers,  or  nearly  all. 

By  April,  1915,  Fox  had  acquired  a dozen 
branches  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

Winfield  Sheehan,  former  Buffalo  news- 
paper man,  who  had  acquired  considerable 
prominence  as  secretary  to  Rhinelander 
Waldo,  police  commissioner,  took  over  as  gen- 
eral manager.  He  threw  himself  into  the 
new  enterprise  with  an  explosive  energy  that 
startled  the  variegated  competition. 

Before  the  end  of  1915  offices  had  been 
opened  in  Los  Angeles  and  four  studios,  Pathe, 
Kalem,  Life  Photo  and  Selig,  had  been  taken 
over.  Land  was  leased  at  Sunset  and  Western 
avenues,  Hollywood,  for  what  soon  became  one 
of  the  biggest  studios  of  the  period.  It  is 
still  in  use,  even  though  the  major  portion  of 


the  company’s  production  is  now  done  at 
the  huge  Westwood  plant  called  Movietone 
City. 

William  Farnum,  he  of  the  long  stride  and 
magnificent  gestures;  Annette  Kellerman, 
who  startled  the  hinterland  by  appearing  in 
a one-piece  bathing  suit  which  revealed  her 
figure,  and  Robert  Mantell  were  added  to  the 
star  list.  In  1917,  in  order  to  get  a production 
worthy  of  Miss  Kellerman’s  talents,  the  com- 
pany turned  out  the  first  million  dollar  pic- 
ture under  the  direction  of  Herbert  Brenon. 
How  much  profit  it  turned  in  has  not  been 
iecorded. 

Sheehan  decided  the  company  was  grow- 
ing so  fast  it  should  enter  the  foreign  field, 
and  it  did. 

Expansion  was  the  order  of  the  day.  In 
1917  “Cleopatra,”  with  Theda  Bara;  “Riders 
of  the  Purple  Sage,”  with  William  Farnum, 
and  the  addition  of  Tom  Mix  as  western  star, 
speeded  up  the  pace.  In  1919  a studio  and 
home  office  accommodations  were  constructed 
at  Tenth  Ave.  and  56th  St.,  the  newsreel 
was  started,  and  Fox  acquired  an  office  a half 
block  long  with  leaded  glass  windows. 

“Over  the  Hill,”  in  1921;  “If  Winter  Comes,” 
in  1923,  and  “Seventh  Heaven,”  in  1928,  con- 
vinced all  concerned  that  they  had  another 
Comstock  Lode.  The  public’s  appetite  for 
pictures  seemed  insatiable. 

Sound  Comes  Over  Horizon 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  second  phase 
of  the  company’s  development  came  to  an 
end.  Dr.  Lee  De  Forest  had  been  experiment- 
ing with  sound  on  his  own;  Warners  were 
known  to  be  interested  in  synchronizing 
graphophone  records  with  projection  ma- 
chines, and  Fox  was  alert.  Two  young  in- 
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FELIX  A.  JENKINS 


WILLIAM  J.  CLARK 


ventors,  Theodore  Case  and  Earl  I.  Sponable, 
appeared  on  the  scene  with  a bulb  that  could 
flash  so  fast  it  could  record  sound  on  film. 
These  were  the  first  sound  films  of  their 
kind  to  be  shown  to  the  public  at  the  Nemo 
Theatre  on  Upper  Broadway,  Manhattan. 
Fox  knew  he  had  something.  When  A1  Jol- 
son’s  “The  Jazz  Singer,”  produced  by  War- 
ners, knocked  all  records  out  of  sight,  Fox 
was  ready  to  enter  the  sound  revolution  with 
an  ace  in  the  hole. 

In  1928  he  had  a number  of  shorts  ready 
and  “Sunrise”  was  produced  with  an  ac- 
companying musical  score,  followed  shortly 
afterward  by  the  first  outdoor  sound  picture, 
“In  Old  Arizona.” 

One  of  the  most  fantastic  developments 
in  the  history  of  the  industry  resulted.  It 
was  obvious  that  sound  pictures  had  made 
silent  films  obsolete.  It  was  equally  obvious 
that  sound-equipped  theatres  had  to  be 
acquired  in  a hurry.  Those  were  the  lush 
days  before  1929.  Fox  had  bankers  waiting 
to  loan  him  money  to  buy  theatres.  When 
he  took  over  West  Coast  Theatres  he  also 
acquired  the  First  National  Studios  and 
M-G-M  executives  woke  up  one  Monday 
morning  to  discover  he  had  an  important  in- 
terest in  that  company,  too. 

Stock  Crash  Disastrous 

Came  the  1929  stock  market  crash.  The  film 
business  didn’t  feel  it  until  later,  but  when 
it  was  hit  the  results  were  catastrophic.  Har- 
ley L.  Clark,  utility  magnate  from  the  mid- 
west, who  had  pyramided  the  leading  equip- 
ment companies  into  one  group,  took  over 
with  the  help  of  Chase  National  Bank.  The 
situation  was  too  complicated  even  for  the 
financial  genius  of  Clark.  In  the  ensuing 
reorganization  Sidney  L.  Kent,  who  had  been 
general  amanger  of  Paramount,  was  made 
president. 

It  didn’t  take  him  long  to  decide  that  what 
the  company  needed  was  pictures.  He  had 
been  observing  the  production  genius  of 
Zanuck,  who,  while  with  Warners,  had  made 
many  pictures  as  timely  as  the  daily  head- 
lines, and  had  suddenly  achieved  an  amazing 
success  along  with  Joseph  M.  Schenck  in 
their  own  company,  20th  Century  Pictures. 
Kent  had  lunch  with  Schenck  one  day.  Out 
of  it  came  a merger.  In  April,  1935,  20th 
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Century-Fox  was  announced.  With  Zanuck’s 
production  talents  and  Kent’s  selling  acumen 
the  company  began  going  places  again,  and 
has  been  maintaining  the  pace  since. 

Zanuck  Begins  Big  Pictures 

Zanuck’s  first  picture  for  the  new  company 
was  “Metropolitan,”  starring  Lawrence  Tib- 
bett.  This  was  the  opening  of  the  third 
phase  of  the  company’s  development.  “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime  Band”  (1938);  “Grapes  of 
Wrath”  (1940);  “How  Green  Was  My  Valley” 
(1941);  “Song  of  Bernadette”  (1944)  and 
“Winged  Victory”  has  been  some  of  the  high- 
lights since. 

An  exodus  of  important  players  into  the 
armed  services  early  in  the  war  posed  a new 
problem  for  the  company.  Tyrone  Power, 
Henry  Fonda,  Cesar  Romero,  George  Mont- 
gomery, Richard  Greene,  John  Sutton  and 
Victor  Mature  were  among  those  who  went 
into  service.  Producers,  directors,  cameramen 
and  others  departed  rapidly.  Zanuck  became 
a colonel  in  the  signal  corps  and  was  away 
nearly  two  years.  In  a swift  hunt  for  new 
talent  June  Haver,  Vivian  Blaine,  Jeanne 
Crain,  Anne  Baxter  and  Jane  Ball  were 
brought  forward,  and  Dana  Andrews,  William 
Eythe  and  Dick  Haymes  were  given  promi- 
nence in  the  male  division.  To  increase  the 
boxoffice  values  of  its  productions  a policy 
of  buying  strong  plays  and  books  was  em- 
phasized. It  worked. 

Looking  forward  to  new  fields  for  films  in 
education  and  international  relations  after 
the  war  is  now  an  important  element  in  fu- 
ture production  plans. 


20lh-F  ox  Has  25  on 
April- January  List 

NEW  YORK — The  release  schedule  of  20th- 
Fox  for  the  remainder  of  1945  and  early  1946, 
commemorating  the  30th  anniversary  of  the 
company,  will  consist  of  25  films,  nine  of 
which  will  be  in  Technicolor,  and  four  will 
be  musicals. 

Tom  Connors,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
distribution,  considers  the  lineup  the  strong- 
est in  the  history  of  the  company,  and  bases 
his  belief  on  the  diversity  of  entertainment 
values  to  be  presented,  consisting  of  comedies, 
dramas,  comedy-dramas,  musicals  and  semi- 
musicals.  Several  of  the  pictures  are  based 
on  best-selling  books  and  hit  shows  from  the 
legitimate  theatre. 

Leading  the  releases  for  the  month  of  April, 
the  company’s  birthday  month,  will  be  “A 
Royal  Scandal,”  starring  Tallulah  Bankhead; 
“Molly  and  Me,”  starring  Gracie  Fields  and 
Monty  Woolley;  the  popular-priced  engage- 
ment of  “The  Song  of  Bernadette,”  and  the 
reissue  of  “Call  of  the  Wild,”  starring  Clark 
Gable  and  Loretta  Young. 

The  releases  for  May  will  include  “Diamond 
Horseshoe,”  in  Technicolor,  and  “The  Bull 
Fighters.”  June  will  see  the  release  of  "Where 
Do  We  Go  From  Here?”  in  Technicolor,  and 
“Colonel  Effingham’s  Raid.”  July  will  have 
“Nob  Hill,”  a Technicolor  musical;  “Two- 
Faced  Quilligan,”  “A  Bell  for  Adano”  and 
“State  Fair,”  a Technicolor  musical.  The 
popular-priced  engagement  of  “Wilson”  will 
be  in  August;  September  will  have  “The 
Dolly  Sisters,”  a Technicolor  musical,  and 
two  Bryan  Foy  films. 

“The  Fallen  Angel”  and  “Captain  Eddie,” 
the  Rickenbacker  story,  are  slated  for  Octo- 
ber. “Dragonwyck,”  in  Technicolor,  and  two 
Bryan  Foy  pictures  will  be  released  in  No- 
vember. December  will  see  the  release  of 
“Junior  Miss”  and  “Little  Horse,”  and  the 
schedule  winds  up  in  January  with  "Kitten 
on  the  Keys,”  a Technicolor  musical,  and 
“Leave  Her  to  Heaven,”  in  Technicolor. 
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Special  Exposing  Jap  Spy  Secrets! 


GET  CREDIT  FOR  YOUR  RED  CROSS  COLLECTION, 
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RKO  SHOWMANSH 

Entire  Trade  Press  Senses  Extra  Gro 


W&Si 


RICHARD  LOO 
REGIS  TOOMEY 


CUCKS  AGAIN ! 


(5  Possibilities  in  New  Exploitation 


and  presenting  DREW  PEARSON 


that  famous  and  fearless  newspaper 
columnist  and  radio  commentator! 


This  potent  melodrama  of  Jap  espionage 
in  U.  S.  will  jar  fans  out  of  complacency. 
Authenticity  is  imparted  by  Drew 
Pearson  " —Film  Daily 

Powerful,  well-paced  drama  of  Jap 
treachery . . . Will  hold  its  own . . . Force- 
ful, suspenseful  and  believable/7 

— Motion  Picture  Daily 

A rugged  and  hard-hitting  espionage 
picture.  Easily  takes  rank  as  a topline 
production  in  its  field/ 

—Hollywood  Reporter 

Swift,  turbulent  and  exciting  melodrama 
of  Jap  espionage.  Calculated  to  fire  audi- 
ences against  the  race  which  planned 
war  against  the  U.  S" -Hollywood  Variety 


Drew  Pearson’s  introduction ...  gives  a 
sobering  air  of  authenticity.  Good  melo- 
drama with  satisfactory  suspense/7 

—Motion  Picture  Herald 


Moving  at  a neat  pace,  and  with  good 
performances,  it  is  a good  entry  for  the 
top  half  or  as  a single  where  exploita- 
tion can  pull  it  through.77  —The  Exhibitor 

Exploitable... timely  and  intensely 
melodramatic... Should  do  good  business 
generally  and  clean  up  in  action  spots!77 

—Film  Bulletin 
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By  AL  SHERMAN 


WPB  May  Force  285-Print 
Average  on  Industry 

Buried  away  in  the  last  paragraph  of  a new 
release  sent  out  by  the  WPB  is  a significant 
statement  concerning  the  number  of  prints 
to  be  made  of  some  39  features  now  com- 
pleted by  the  major  companies.  In  this  re- 
port, the  WPB  stated  that  the  producers  have 
indicated  they  would  make  more  than  285 
prints  of  these  films. 

“If  the  number  of  prints  of  each  of  these 
39  pictures  were  held  to  a maximum  of  285, 
approximately  1,300  fewer  prints  would  be 
made,”  WPB  said.  “A  reduction  of  1,300 
prints,  averaging  10,000  feet  per  print,  would 
result  in  a diversion  of  13,000,000  feet  of  film 
raw  stock  in  connection  with  the  pictures 
on  hand  as  of  Dec.  31,  1944.” 

While  the  WPB  will  not  comment  officially, 
it  is  indicated  that  the  continued  shortage  of 
raw  stock  may  compel  drastic  measures  on 
the  part  of  the  government  to  force  film  con- 
servation. 

At  the  industry  committee  meeting  held 
last  week,  Stanley  B.  Adams,  chief  of  the  con- 
sumers durable  goods  division,  and  Lincoln  V. 
Burrows,  chief,  photograph  division,  gave  the 
industry  members  a bleak  and  forbidding  pic- 
ture of  raw  stock  film  manufacture.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  there  is  little  likelihood  of 
government  approval  of  increased  plant  facili- 
ties for  raw  stock  production  primarily  be- 
cause it  would  take  the  better  part  of  a year 
before  this  plant  could  get  into  full  produc- 
tion. It  also  was  stated  that  present  manufac- 
turing facilities,  while  they  may  crowd  out 
civilian  uses,  are  ample  for  military  and  other 
governmental  needs. 

In  sifting  through  the  pile  of  rumors  and 
counter-rumors  that  surround  the  raw  stock 
allocation  sessions,  it  becomes  more  and  more 
evident  that  the  WPB  is  trying  its  best  to 
cut  through  the  Gordian  knot  of  uncertain- 
ties surrounding  producers’  needs.  There  is  a 
definite  feeling  existing  among  WPB  officials 
that  the  producers  could  cut  their  needs  con- 
siderably but  because  motion  picture  produc- 
tion still  remains  the  one  major  industry  that 
throws  out  all  yardstick  principles  of  economic 
measurement,  the  WPB  is  proceeding  cau- 
tiously and  carefully  in  this  matter. 

However,  the  WPB  survey  reveals  that  only 
117  pictures  are  completed  and  on  hand  for 
1945  release,  of  which  111  have  prints.  Out 
of  this  111,  some  70  films  will  require  fewer 
than  285  prints,  while  the  remaining  39  will 
need  over  that  number.  With  approximately 
500  features  produced  in  an  average  year, 
the  WPB  may  find  it  necessary  to  ask  that 
production  be  cut  or,  conversely,  that  the 
producers  limit  themselves  to  the  285  maxi- 
mum prints  proposed  by  the  WPB. 

A further  study  of  the  film  production  situ- 
ation is  going  on  and  additional  queries  will 
be  tossed  at  the  producers  and  distributors, 
with  the  exchange  setup  to  win  WPB  atten- 
tion next. 

Meantime,  the  question  of  raw  stock  allo- 
cations remains  exactly  what  it  is — a ques- 
tion. 

Latin-American  Film  Exports 
Aided  by  Chapultepec  Act 

One  of  the  major  achievements  of  the  so- 
called  Chapultepec  Act  developed  from  the 
recent  inter-American  conference  on  prob- 
lems of  war  and  peace  in  Mexico  City  was 
a plan  for  economic  development  that  should 
have  far-reaching  effects  upon  the  Latin- 
American  business  of  film  producers  and  dis- 


tributors in  the  United  States.  A state  de- 
partment official,  in  commenting  on  the  de- 
cisions reached  at  the  Mexico  City  con- 
ference, stated  that  it  pointed  the  way  to  an 
era  of  mutual  understanding  that  augured 
well  for  American  business  activity  in  coun- 
tries below  the  Rio  Grande. 

Among  the  principles  of  act  that  have  won 
wide  agreement  are  the  reduction  of  trade 
barriers  and  the  promotion  of  international 
cooperative  action;  an  equality  of  access  to 
raw  materials  and  trade  and  fair  treatment 
for  foreign  enterprise  and  capital.  These  fac- 
tors will  aid  greatly  in  facilitating  the  dis- 
tribution of  Hollywood-made  films  in  South 
America  while,  it  was  stated,  there  is  a possi- 
bility that  reciprocal  agreements  may  make  it 
possible  for  motion  pictures  produced  in 
Latin-American  countries  to  be  assured  every 
distribution  facility  in  the  United  States, 
where  such  films  warrant  this  attention. 

Senate  Small  Business  Talks 
May  Reach  Out  to  Theatres 

Meetings  of  the  senate  committe  on  small 
business,  now  investigating  alleged  monopo- 
listic practices  in  the  aluminum  industry,  may 
be  devoted  soon  to  theatre  exhibition,  it  was 
learned.  While  Sen.  James  E.  Murray,  chair- 
man of  the  senate  committee,  would  not  com- 
ment on  this,  it  was  stated  that  the  present 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  department  of 
justice  in  pressing  its  antitrust  suit  against 
the  major  motion  picture  producers  has  re- 
sulted in  focusing  the  committee’s  attention 
upon  theatre  exhibition. 

The  decision  of  the  U.S.  circuit  court,  of 
appeals  in  declaring  the  Aluminum  Co.  of 
America,  popularly  known  as  Alcot,  to  be  a 
monopoly,  is  being  examined  with  minute  care 
at  the  department  of  justice.  In  discussing 
the  affairs  of  small  business  in  the  United 
States,  the  ruling  says; 

“It  is  possible,  because  of  its  indirect  social 
and  moral  effect,  to  prefer  a system  of  small 
producers  (in  this  case,  of  aluminum-A.S.), 
each  dependent  for  his  success  upon  his  own 
skill  and  character,  to  one  in  which  the 
great  mass  of  those  engaged  accept  the  direc- 
tion of  a few.” 

It  is  this  versions  of  the  ruling  and  this 
interpretation  of  the  Sherman  antitrust  act 
which  will  be  a basis  for  department  of  jus- 
tice contention  in  the  government’s  suit 
against  film  producers,  while  it  may  serve 
as  a means  to  prompt  the  senate  small  busi- 
ness committee  to  put  theatre  exhibition  next 
on  its  list  of  businesses  to  undergo  senate 
scrutiny. 

The  Films,  Rain  or  Shine, 

"Must"  in  the  Pacific 

This  isn’t  exactly  an  interpretation  of  news 
from  the  Washington  front,  but  former  Bal- 
timore theatre  operator,  Leon  B.  Back,  now 
a lieutenant  j.g.  in  the  navy,  is  in  charge 
of  film  and  radio  entertainment  in  advanced 
bases  in  the  Admiralty  Islands  on  the  Pa- 
cific front. 

Back,  whose  present  home  address  is  1016 
S.  HiPoint,  Los  Angeles,  insists  that  the  navy 
personnel  for  whom  these  shows  are  designed 
like  musical  comedies  first  and  rate  war 
films  last.  The  films  are  shown  in  30  thea- 
tres on  this  base  and  are  on  exhibition  rain 
or  shine  in  the  open.  A ferry  service  regu- 
larly carries  the  films  to  the  several  islands 
comprising  the  base.  The  radio  station,  des- 
ignated as  WVTD,  is  on  the  air  for  70  hours 
each  week  and  a library  of  more  than  50,000 
recordings  provides  music  for  the  gobs. 


Aiding  Lieut,  (j.g.)  Back  are  Projectionists 
Richard  L.  Grewe,  electrician’s  mate,  second 
class,  306  Chestnut  St.,  Huntingberg,  Ind.,  and 
Samuel  T.  Walter,  seaman  first  class,  216 
Greenwood  Heights,  Bellevue,  Ohio.  Assis- 
tants in  the  film  depot  are  Charles  H.  War- 
dell,  fireman  first  class,  1505  Fatherland  St., 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  Joseph  Williams,  machin- 
ist’s mate,  third  class,  of  Stamford,  Tex.; 
Edward  V.  Decker,  seaman  first  class,  1346 
S.  Bivay  St.,  Denver;  Stanley  M.  Szntra, 
electrician’s  mate,  third  class,  8700  Baltimore 
Ave.,  Chicago. 

I've  Heard: 

That  the  Little  Theatre,  Washington’s 
ace  art  cinema,  is  going  ahead  with  plans 
to  assure  its  position  as  one  of  the  top 
film  houses  devoted  to  catering  to  the 
cine-intelligentsia ; 

That  Sam  Galanty,  Columbia’s  expert 
goodwill  exponent,  is  excited  about  his 
company’s  plans  for  “bigger  and  better 
pictures”  to  make  the  Abe  Montague 
20th  anniversary  drive  a success; 

That  the  Variety  Club’s  lucky,  in  these 
days  of  manpower  shortage,  to  be  able 
to  count  on  the  loyal  ministrations  of 
Freddy,  Billy,  Nick  and  Armendo — not 
forgetting  the  able  mixologist,  Chief 
Steward  Bob  Pruett.  (And  as  a cash  cus- 
tomer, we  don’t  rate  free  drinks.) 

Brownout  Is  a Fizzle, 
Clevelanders  Report 

CLEVELAND— Officials  of  the  Cleveland 
Municipal  Light  Plant  and  Cleveland  Electric 
Illuminating  Co.  report  that  the  brownout 
has  brought  little  or  no  coal  saving.  The  re- 
port was  based  on  close  tab  kept  on  the  con- 
sumption since  the  edict  went  into  effect  some 
weeks  ago. 

Emil  Crown,  city  utilities  director,  said  the 
ban  on  exterior  lighting  “has  had  little  or  no 
effect  on  the  saving  of  coal  as  far  as  the  city 
is  concerned.”  The  estimated  saving  is  “about 
ten  tons  of  coal  a day  in  our  light  plant,  but 
none  at  all  in  our  water  and  heating  plants,” 
Crown  added. 

The  illuminating  company  reports  “we  can- 
not ascribe  any  coal  saving  to  the  brownout.” 
Weather  fluctuation  and  the  state  of  the  in- 
dustrial power  load  make  it  difficult  to  esti- 
mate saving. 

Theatre  owners  have  been  more  disturbed 
by  the  brownout  than  by  the  midnight  curfew. 
They  feel  that  the  small  fuel  saving,  if  any, 
is  not  commensurate  with  the  discomfort,  in- 
convenience and,  sometimes,  hazards  of  dark 
outer  lobbies.  Two  curfew  weekends  failed  to 
dent  the  theatre  grosses  to  any  appreciable 
extent.  Houses  playing  popular  pictures  re- 
ported elimination  of  the  late  Saturday  night 
show  brought  a switch  to  earlier  shows,  but 
theatres  which  played  light  attractions  had 
to  give  up  the  extra  gravy  of  an  owl  show. 
Neighborhood  houses  lost  nothing. 


Deny  Hillside  Plea 

NEW  YORK — Judge  Knox  has  denied  a 
motion  by  the  Hillside  Amusement  Co.  to  have 
a trial  date  set  for  its  $1,350,000  antitrust 
action  against  eight  major  companies.  The 
plaintiff,  operating  the  Mayfair  Theatre,  Hill- 
side, N.  J.,  sought  to  have  a date  set  for  May, 
but  the  judge  decreed  the  film  companies 
could  not  be  ready  by  that  time  because  of 
the  issues  involved  in  the  New  York  equity 
suit  pending  before  Federal  Judge  Goddard. 


British  Tax  118  Million 

NEW  YORK — The  British  government  col- 
lected $118,000,000  in  taxes  from  the  film  in- 
dustry for  the  nine-month  period  ending  Dec. 
31,  1944,  according  to  a report  by  the  treas- 
ury’s financial  secretary  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons. This  compares  with  $18,000,000  yielded 
by  all  other  entertainment  fields. 
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I L Coin's  THE  KEYS  OF  THE 

THE  FIGHTING 


Laird  Cregar  - Linda  Darnell  • George  Sanders  in  HANG 

Betty  Smith's  A TREE  GROINS  IN  BRGj 

Mary  O'Hara’s  THUNDER 
Tallulah  Bankhead  • Charles  Coburn  • Anne  Baxter  • William  Eythe  in  Ernst  Euhitsch’s  A ROT 

At  Popular  Prices  • Franz  Werfel's  THE  SONG  OF 

Gracie  Fields  • Monty  Woolley  ■ Roddy  McDowall  in  AAO 
Betty  Grable  and  Dick  Haymes  in  Billy  Rose’s  DIAMOND 


in  Technicolor  • The  Narrator  is  Lieut.  Robert  Taylor,  U.  S.  N.  R. 


with  Dorothy  McGuire  • lames  Dunn  • loan  Blonde!  • Peggy  Ann  Garner  • Ted  Donaldson  • Lloyd  Nolan 


SON  OF  FLICKA  • in  Technicolor  with  Roddy  McDowall  • Preston  Foster  • Rita  lohnson 


with  Jennifer  lones  • William  Eythe 


CENTURY-FOX 


FRED  MacMURRAY  • JOAN  LESLIE  • JUNE  HAVER  in  "WHERE  DO  WE 
GO  'FROM  HERE?”  IN  TECHNICOLOR  ***  CHARLES  COBURN  • WILLIAM 
EYTHE  • JOAN  BENNETT  in  BERRY  FLEMING’S  "COLONEL  EFFINGHAM’S 
RAID”  * * * GEORGE  RAFT  • JOAN  BENNETT  • VIVIAN  BLAINE  • PEGGY  ANN  GARNER 
in*'NOB  HILL”  in  TECHNICOLOR  with  ALAN  "Falstaff  Openshaw”  REED  * * * 
WILLIAM  BENDIX  • JOAN  BLONDELL  • PHIL  SILVERS  in  "DON  JUAN 
QUILLIGAN”  ■ * * JOHN  HERSEYS  "A  BELL  FOR  ADANO” 
starring  GENE  TIERNEY  • JOHN  HODIAK  • WILLIAM  BENDIX  * * * DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK’S 
"WILSON”  in  TECHNICOLOR  * * * DANA  ANDREWS  • JEANNE  CRAIN 
DICK  HAYMES  • VIVIAN  BLAINE  in  "STATE  FAIR”  in  TECHNICOLOR 

* * * BETTY  GRABLE  • JOHN  PAYNE 
JUNE  HAVER  in  "THE  DOLLY 
SISTERS”  in  TECHNICOLOR 

* ■ ■ "FALLEN  ANGEL” 

* * * FRED  MacMURRAY  in 

"CAPTAIN  EDDIE” 

* * * ERNST  LUBITSCH’S 

"DRAGONWYCK” 

starring  GENE  TIERNEY  • VINCENT 
PRICE  * * * "JUNIOR 
MISS”  starring  PEGGY 
ANN  GARNER  * * * "THE 
LITTLE  HORSE” 


KEEP  SELLING  BONDS! 


"Postwar  Prosperity 


Puppeteer  Pal  Tells  All ; 
How  He  Makes  'Em  Tick 


Dependent  on  Logic" 

PITTSBURGH— A violent  boom  or  depres- 
sion in  immediate  postwar  years  depends  on 
what  50  million  customers  and  three  million 
concerns  do  with  200  billions  of  new  funds 
created  during  the  war  years,  according  to  a 
Pittsburgh  executive. 

Terming  the  attitude  toward  our  present 
situation  as  “completely  illogical”  when  it  is 
based  on  the  assumption  that  we  must  have 
55  million  jobs  and  140  billion  national  in- 
come and  must  “never  have  another  depres- 
sion,” Prank  D.  Newbury,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  new  products  for  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  and  Manufacturing  Co.,  recently 
spoke  on  postwar  problems  before  a meeting 
of  the  Engineers  Club  of  Philadelphia. 

“We  can  have  good  business  for  a long- 
time or  we  can  have  the  most  violent  boom 
and  depression  we  have  ever  known,”  New- 
bury said.  “The  war  boom  has  already 
greatly  exceeded  the  boom  of  1929.” 

140  Billion  Income  Seen 

He  pointed  out  that  the  government,  busi- 
ness and  labor  groups  base  postwar  employ- 
ment on  figures  calling  for  55  million  civilian 
jobs  and  foresee  a 140  billion  dollar  income 
return,  and  go  one  step  further  and  say  we 
must  never  again  have  serious  fluctuations 
of  boom  and  depression  as  we  have  had  in 
the  past. 

“This  is  all  said  in  spite  of  having  just 
gone  through  the  biggest  boom  in  our  his- 
tory, I am  not  predicting  mass  unemploy- 
ment or  depression,  but  I am  merely  calling 
attention  to  the  possibilities  of  our  present 
situation  and  our  completely  illogical  attitude 
toward  them,”  Newbury  added. 

The  Westinghouse  executive  declared  that 
the  basis  for  these  predictions  is  nothing 
more  certain  than  “assumption.”  He  said 
that  the  postwar  employment  figure  of  55 
million  was  first  a “worthwhile”  definition 
of  full  employment,  but  became,  step  by 
step,  an  estimate  of  postwar  employment. 

“The  hope  we  have  of  55  million  jobs  in 
the  early  postwar  years  is  the  backlog  of 
demand  for  consumer  goods  of  all  kinds  that 
has  been  accumulating,”  Newbury  declared, 
“and  the  consumer  and  business  funds  that 
are  now  in  the  pockets,  safe  deposit  boxes, 
and  bank  accounts  of  people  and  business 
concerns  that  originally  came  from  govern- 
ment war  spending,  as  evidenced  by  our  200 
billion  dollar  war  debt.” 

“No  one  wishes  to  go  back  to  the  low 
wages  and  long  hours  of  1914,”  Newbury  con- 
tinued, “but  we  may  well  be  concerned  as 
to  our  ability  to  continue  this  upward  trend 
in  wages  without  more  effective  cooperation 
from  official  labor  in  the  economical  use  of 
labor.  ‘Restraint  of  production’  should  be- 
come as  reprehensible  socially  as  ‘restraint  of 
trade.’  ” 

/ 

Low-Cost  Selling  to  Help 

While  the  Westinghouse  executive  pre- 
dicted a general  postwar  consumer  goods 
price  level  of  one-third  to  one-half  above 
that  of  1940,  he  asserted  his  belief  in  the 
long-term  advantage  of  low-cost  selling  as 
a prime  factor  for  healthy  business  con- 
ditions, not  the  “straitjacket”  of  rigid  price 
control. 

“The  planning  of  postwar  business  should 
be  approached  on  time-tested  market  re- 
search methods  and  a company’s  past  experi- 
ence,” Newbury  said.  Citing  Westinghouse  as 
typical  of  business  concerns,  he  gave  this  re- 
vised estimate  of  its  probable  postwar  busi- 
ness volume: 

“This  over-all  total  of  postwar  company 
sales  is  roughly  50  per  cent  of  the  current 
1944  billings.  This  may  appear  low,  but  it  is 
also  175  per  cent  of  the  maximum  prewar 
production  and  billings  the  company  ever 
experienced.” 


By  CHARLES  BECKER 

NEW  YORK— What  makes  George  Pal’s 
Puppetoons  tick?  Curious,  we  sought  out  Pal 
during  his  recent  visit  here  and  asked  him 
pointblank:  “How  come?”  Pal  was  very 
patient  with  us,  furnishing  complete  details 
by  chapter  and  verse. 

The  making  of  his  Puppetoons,  he  said,  in- 
volves a complicated  and  tedious  process  yet 
it  isn’t  too  difficult  for  the  layman  to  under- 
stand practically  everything  once  he  (the 
layman)  grasps  the  fundamentals.  This  is 
how  it’s  done,  according  to  Pal! 

“In  making  our  Puppetoons  the  sound 
track  is  completed  first.  Then  the  animation 
is  fitted  to  it.  First  the  story  is  prepared  in 
colored  drawings,  then  when  the  drawings 
have  been  filmed  and  tested  for  movement, 
they  are  translated  by  a dozen  master  wood- 
carvers  into  little  figures  two  or  three  inches 
tall. 

“For  closeups  they  may  be  a foot  high.  If, 
for  instance,  a wacky  musician  is  to  tootle  his 
horn  his  cheeks  must  move.  Thanks  to  28 
separate  heads,  each  varying  just  a trifle,  a 
perfect  puff  is  produced.  These  are  then 
photographed  one  at  a time.” 

6,000  to  7,000  Jaspers! 

“But,  Mr.  Pal,”  we  protested,  “is  it  as  sim- 
ple as  that?” 

“Well,  not  exactly,”  replied  the  master 
puppeteer. 

“Won’t  you  please  tell  us  more  about  the 
process?”  we  countered. 

“Certainly,”  came  back  the  reply. 

Then  Pal  virtually  floored  us  with  the  in- 
formation that  there  are  between  6,000  to 
7,000  Jaspers  (he’s  one  of  Pal’s  favorites  up 
till  now).  Each  one  of  these  figures  repre- 
sents Jasper  in  a different  pose,  mood,  ex- 
pression or  position. 

Jasper  is  divided  into  three  parts:  His  head, 
torso  and  legs.  There  are  thousands  of  dif- 


PUNCHY’S  PAL,  JUDY— Reading  from 
1.  to  r.:  George  Pal,  Judy  and  Pierre 
Ganine.  Describing  each:  George  Pal  is 
the  famous  creator  of  Puppetoons.  Judy, 
or  at  least  the  unclothed  working  model 
of  the  young  lady,  is  the  pal  of  Punchy, 
the  latter  pair  being  the  main  characters 
in  a coming  new  series  of  Puppetoons. 
Then:  Pierre  Ganine,  puppet  sculptor. 


ferent  pieces,  as  Pal  likes  to  refer  to  them,  of 
each  part  of  Jasper.  For  example,  there  are 
hundreds  of  different  positions  of  his  head  or 
legs  or  torso.  There  are  hundreds  of  dif- 
ferent expressions  of  his  face  or  hundreds  of 
different  positions  of  his  legs  for  walking, 
running,  jumping,  etc. 

By  then  I really  began  to  get  an  idea  what 
it  means  to  infuse  life  into  a Puppetoon. 

“Just  to  give  you  some  further  idea  of  the 
complexities  of  making  Jasper  act  like  a 
real  human  being,”  said  Pal,  “we  have  even 
got  figures  of  Jasper  enunciating  vowels  and 
consonants. 

“We  don’t  use  all  of  the  6,000  or  7,000  figures 
of  Jasper  in  every  picture,  using  an  average 
of  2,000  to  3,000.  But  we  had  to  have  the 
larger  number  because  Jasper  appears  in  a 
series  and  his  life  gets  more  and  more  com- 
plicated with  every  release.” 

Studio  Space  Has  Been  Tripled 

Pal  began  operations  on  the  Paramount 
lot  in  1941  in  a studio  measuring  4,000  square 
feet.  He  released  four  Puppetoons  that  year. 
Now  his  studio  measures  12,000  square  feet 
and  he  is  releasing  eight  productions  a year 
and  producing  films  for  the  armed  services 
too. 

We  asked  Pal  how  he  became  a puppeteer 
whose  work  obtained  the  recognition  of  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences 
last  year. 

Born  in  Hungary,  he  practiced  as  an  archi- 
tect in  his  native  land,  but  Hungarians  were 
not  constructing  many  new  buildings  during 
the  30s,  so  Pal  decided  to  go  elsewhere  to 
change  his  luck.  He  worked  in  Germany  as 
a cartoon  maker  until  Hitler’s  rise  to  power. 
Then  in  1933  he  decided  that  Hitlerite  Ger- 
many was  no  place  for  a creative  artist  and 
drifted  to  Paris. 

Once  in  the  French  capital  he  began  ex- 
perimenting with  his  puppetoons,  using  them 
for  commercial  films.  His  first  picture,  he  re- 
calls, was  made  for  a cigaret  manufacturer. 
He  made  the  ciggies  come  to  life,  painting 
faces  on  the  tops  and  giving  them  human  ex- 
pressions. 

His  work  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Phillips  Radio  Co.,  which  prevailed  on  him  to 
work  in  their  factory  at  Einhoven,  Holland, 
where  there  was  a glass  plant.  Pal  had  been 
seeking  some  one  with  equipment  to  make 
glass  figures  that  he  needed  for  his  picture 
and  when  the  Phillips  offer  came  he  packed 
his  grip  and  left  for  Holland.  The  upshot  of 
his  visit  to  Holland  was  a commercial  film, 
“Ship  of  the  Ether,”  so  filled  with  fantasy  that 
it  set  Europe  agog. 

He’s  Well  Known  in  Europe 

Pal  remained  in  Holland  for  six  years,  mak- 
ing scores  of  commercial  films  in  which  he 
used  puppetoons  for  his  characters.  His  fame 
spread  throughout  Europe  and  later  to 
America. 

While  he  has  been  using  wooden  figures  for 
years,  he  is  turning  more  and  more  to  plas- 
tics. One  can  get  the  same  effects  with  plas- 
tics as  with  wood,  he  believes,  yet  the  process 
is  simpler  and  more  economical. 

Like  all  short  subjects  producers  he  wants 
to  make  a full-length  feature.  He  feels  that 
a combination  of  live  action  and  Puppetoons 
will  enable  him  to  turn  out  a successful  fea- 
ture. 

We  asked  Pal  which  was  his  favorite  Pup- 
petoon. 

“Jasper  has  been  my  pet  up  till  now,  but  I 
am  beginning  to  like  my  new  characters, 
Punchy  and  Judy,  more  and  more  every  min- 
ute.” 
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CITY  PLACE  OF  SCREENING  1 

OF 

ALBANY FOX  PROJ.  ROOM,  1052  Broadway THUR.  APR.  5. 

ATLANTA PARAMOUNT  EX.,  154  Walton  St.,  N.W THUR.  APR.  5. 

BOSTON PARAMOUNT  EX.,  58  Berkeley  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

BUFFALO PARAMOUNT  EX.,  464  Franklin  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

CHARLOTTE PARAMOUNT  EX.,  305  So.  Church  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

CHICAGO PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1306  So.  Michigan  Ave THUR.  APR.  5. 

CINCINNATI PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1214  Central  Parkway THUR.  APR.  5. 

CLEVELAND PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1735  E.  23rd  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

DALLAS PARAMOUNT  EX.,  412  So.  Harwood  Street.  . .THUR.  APR.  5. 

DENVER PARAMOUNT  EX.,  2100  Stout  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

DES  MOINES PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1125  High  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

DETROIT PARAMOUNT  EX.,  479  Ledyard  Avenue THUR.  APR.  5. 

INDIANAPOLIS PARAMOUNT  EX.,  116  W.  Michigan  Street. ..  .THUR.  APR.  5. 

KANSAS  CITY PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1800  Wyandotte  Street.  . .THUR.  APR.  5. 

LOS  ANGELES AMBASSADOR  THEATRE,  Ambassador  Hotel.  .THUR.  APR.  5. 

MEMPHIS PARAMOUNT  EX.,  362  So.  Second  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

MILWAUKEE PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1121  No.  8th  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

MINNEAPOLIS PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1201  Currie  Ave.,  No THUR.  APR.  5. 

NEW  HAVEN PARAMOUNT  EX.,  82  State  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

NEW  ORLEANS.  . . ; PARAMOUNT  EX.,  215  So.  Liberty  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

NEW  YORK  CITY..  .FOX.  PROJ.  ROOM,  345  W.  44th  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  . .PARAMOUNT  EX.,  701  W.  Grand  Avenue THUR.  APR.  5. 

OMAHA PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1704  Davenport  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

PHILADELPHIA PARAMOUNT  EX.,  248  No.  12th  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

PITTSBURGH PARAMOUNT  EX.,  1727  Blvd.  of  Allies THUR.  APR.  5. 

PORTLAND PARAMOUNT  EX.,  909  N.W.  19th  Avenue THUR.  APR.  5. 

ST.  LOUIS PARAMOUNT  EX.,  2949  Olive  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY PARAMOUNT  EX.,  270  E.  1st  South  Street THUR.  APR.  5. 

SAN  FRANCISCO...  PARAMOUNT  EX.,  205  Golden  Gate  Ave THUR.  APR.  5. 

SEATTLE PARAMOUNT  EX.,  2330  First  Avenue THUR.  APR.  5. 

WASHINGTON PARAMOUNT  EX.,  306  H Street,  N.W THUR.  APR.  5. 


JOAN  FONTAINE 
as  Susan,  in 
“The  Affairs  of  Susan 
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VERY  ARTISTIC! — Bob  Gillham,  advertising  and  publicity  head  of  Para- 
mount; Joan  Fontaine,  star  of  “The  Affairs  of  Susan,”  and  Harry  M.  Dunlap,  vice- 
president  of  Cosmopolitan  magazine,  examine  a picture  of  Miss  Fontaine  which  is 
to  appear  in  the  magazine. 


Montague  Anniversary 
Drive  Is  Under  Way 

NEW  YORK— Columbia’s  “Montague  20th 
Anniversary  Campaign”  got  off  to  a flying 
start  its  first  week,  according  to  Rube  Jack- 
ter,  chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  drive.  The  campaign  will  continue 
through  June  28. 

Jackter  has  completed  plans  for  a series 
of  competitive  events  to  be  outlined  as  the 
campaign  progresses.  Awards  will  be  set  up 
so  as  to  include  branch  managers,  salesmen 
and  bookers  of  all  Columbia  exchanges 
throughout  the  United  States. 


Levinger  at  WE  35  Years 

CHICAGO — David  Levinger,  vice-president 
and  director  of  Western  Electric  and  mana- 
ger of  its  Hawthorne  plant,  has  just  cele- 
brated 35  years  of  service  with  the  company. 
He  is  active  in  the  American  Institute  of 
Mining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers,  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Metals,  and  American  Ass’n 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 


RKO  to  Tradeshow  Five 

NEW  YORK— Five  RKO  Radio  films  will 
be  tradeshown  nationally  April  16-19.  They 
are  “Those  Endearing  Young  Charms,” 
“China  Sky,”  “The  Body  Snatcher,”  “Tarzan 
and  the  Amazons”  and  “Zombies  on  Broad- 
way.” 


Bateman  Moves  Office 

LOS  ANGELES — Francis  A.  Bateman,  Re- 
public’s western  district  sales  manager,  has 
moved  his  headquarters  from  the  company’s 
North  Hollywood  studios  to  the  local  branch 
office. 


"Pal  Wolf"  Tops  Mark 

WATERBURY,  CONN.— “My  Pal,  Wolf”  in 
its  first  week  at  the  Carroll  Theatre  topped 
ail  grosses  for  a similar  period  of  any  picture 
to  play  the  house.  Picture  played  to  capacity 
audiences  all  week  and  has  been  held  over. 


Ann  Dvorak  in  Two-Picture  Pact 

Republic  has  signed  Ann  Dvorak  to  appear 
in  at  least  two  pictures  this  year. 


Loew's  Retirement  Fund 
Attains  Total  of  $6,374,000 

NEW  YORK — Loew’s,  Inc.,  has  made  its 
second  deposit  in  the  employment  retirement 
plan,  bringing  the  total  pension  fund  for  the 
two  years  of  its  operation  to  $6,374,000. 

Each  employe  who  is  a member  of  the  plan 
receives  written  notification  of  how  much  has 
been  set  aside  for  that  individual,  the  amount 
being  regulated  by  age,  earnings,  etc.,  under 
insurance  actuary  charts. 

In  addition,  in  the  last  ten  weeks,  Loew’s 
employes  have  purchased  $3,000,000  in  insur- 
ance, bringing  the  total  policies  now  in  force 
close  to  $16,000,000.  Between  September  1943 
and  September  1944,  claims  paid  to  employes 
totaled  $206,000.  This  brings  the  total  bene- 
fits in  14  years  to  $1,373,250. 

"Murder,  My  Sweet"  Sets 
RKO  Mark  for  Orpheum 

KANSAS  CITY  — “Murder,  My  Sweet” 
smashed  all  opening-day  records  of  any  RKO 
picture  to  play  the  Orpheum  Theatre  in  more 
than  a year.  Appearing  personally  at  all  per- 
formances opening  day  were  Dick  Powell, 
Mike  Mazurki  and  Jack  Elliot. 

Powell  also  broadcast  over  KCKN  and  WHB 
on  behalf  of  the  industry’s  Red  Cross  War 
Fund  drive. 

Paramount  Tradeshows 
Fifth  Block  April  5-6 

NEW  YORK — Paramount  will  tradeshow  its 
fifth  block  for  the  1944-45  season  in  all  ex- 
change centers  April  5-6. 

“Scared  Stiff,”  a Pine-Thomas  production, 
will  replace  “One  Exciting  Night,”  originally 
included  in  the  fifth  block.  “The  Affairs  of 
Susan”  and  “Scared  Stiff”  will  be  tradeshown 
April  5.  “A  Medal  for  Benny”  and  “Murder, 
He  Says”  will  be  tradeshown  April  6. 


Speaks  at  Round  Table 

FLUSHING,  N.  Y.— Mildred  Fitzgibbons, 
manager  of  the  Roosevelt  Theatre,  spoke  at 
a round-table  discussion  of  the  “Role  of 
Movies  in  a Community  Youth  Program”  at 
the  N.  Y.  School  of  Education.  National 
Board  of  Review  and  Metropolitan  Motion 
Picture  Council  sponsored  the  meeting. 


Admiral  Says  Public 
Should  See ''Fury'' 

NEW  YORK — Speaking  at  a luncheon  given 
in  his  honor  by  WAC  after  the  tradeshowing 
of  “Fury  in  the  Pacific,”  two-reel  OWI-WAC 
film  detailing  the  landing  of  the  army  and 
marines  at  Peliliu  and  Anguar,  Vice-Adm. 

T.  S.  Wilkinson  said  the  picture  should  be 
shown  so  the  country  can  realize  the  serious- 
ness of  the  war  in  the  Pacific. 

Japan’s  armies  are  more  or  less  intact,  he 
said,  and  enough  of  the  Japanese  fleet  is  left 
to  be  a menace  for  any  isolated  force  that 
might  be  caught  unawares,  and  to  our  sup- 
ply lines. 

“We  can  say  that  Japan  has  lots  of  fighting 
strength  left  in  her,”  he  said.  “In  order  to 
bring  this  war  to  a conclusion  we  must  draw 
the  noose  further  around  her.  We  must  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  hard  fighting  lies 
ahead.” 

Among  those  present  were:  Mrs.  Wilkinson, 
wife  of  the  admiral;  Vice-Adm.  Herbert  E. 
Leary,  commander  of  the  eastern  sea  frontier; 
Rear  Adm.  Monroe  Kelly,  commandant,  third 
naval  district,  New  York;  Capt.  Gene  Mar- 
key,  assistant  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
in  charge  of  photographic  services;  Comdr. 
Edmund  S.  De  Long,  public  relations  officer, 
third  naval  district;  Capt.  Charles  Gray- 
son, U.S.  army,  author  of  the  film  commen- 
tary; Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Fred  Palangin,  USN; 
Comdr.  Bonney  Powell,  producer  of  the  short; 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Richard  Barthelmess,  aide  to 
Admiral  Leary;  Lieut.  Comdr.  Allen  Keller, 
assistant  public  relations  officer,  third  naval 
district;  Lieut.  Robert  Taplinger,  USN, 
Washington;  Francis  S.  Harmon  and  Mrs. 
Harmon:  Arthur  Mayer  and  Mrs.  Mayer;  Jack 
Cohn,  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  J.  Robert  Rubin, 
Joseph  Bernhard,  John  J.  O’Connor,  Sam 
Pinanski,  Judge  Abraham  E.  Pinanski,  Her- 
man Gluckman,  William  Randolph  Hearst  jr., 
Charles  McCabe,  Lee  Wood,  George  Blanch- 
ard, Ed  Maher,  Duncan  N.  Taylor,  Mary  Fer- 
ris, Murray  Becker,  Earle  Steele,  Carmen 
Sileo,  Harry  Brandt,  Sam  Rinzler,  Leo 
Brecher,  Max  Cohen,  Lee  Newberry,  Fred  L. 
Schwartz  and  trade  press  representatives. 

Hands  Across  the  Border 
Gesture  on  Bond  Film 

HOLLYWOOD— “The  All-Star  Bond  Rally,” 
two-reeler  under  way  at  20th-Fox  for  the 
Canadian  Eighth  Victory  Loan,  also  will  be 
used  as  one  of  the  principal  films  for  the 

U. S.  treasury’s  Seventh  War  Loan,  according 
to  the  Hollywood  division  of  the  War  Ac- 
tivities Committee.  Decision  to  present  the 
picture  in  both  countries  followed  telephone 
conferences  between  J.  Edward  Shugrue  of 
the  motion  picture  division  of  the  war  fi- 
nance committee;  Taylor  M.  Mills,  chief  of 
the  domestic  film  bureau  of  the  OWI;  Sam 
Pinanski,  chairman  of  the  industry’s  Seventh 
War  Loan  campaign,  and  Tom  W.  Baily, 
WAC  Hollywood  coordinator. 

Stars  in  the  film,  which  is  being  produced 
by  Fanchon  and  directed  by  Michael  Audley 
from  a script  by  Don  Quinn,  are  Vivian 
Blaine,  Jeanne  Crain,  Bing  Crosby,  Linda 
Darnell,  Betty  Grable,  June  Haver,  Bob  Hope, 
Harry  James  and  his  orchestra,  Buster  Kea- 
ton, Faye  Marlowe,  Harpo  Marx,  Fibber  Mc- 
Gee and  Molly,  Carmen  Miranda,  Sheila 
Ryan,  Frank  Sinatra  and  Martha  Stewart. 


RKO  Duo  to  Coast 

CHICAGO — Sol  A.  Schwartz,  general  man- 
ager of  out-of-town  theatres  for  RKO,  and 
William  Howard,  his  assistant,  left  here  for 
Denver,  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles.  Be- 
fore returning  to  New  York,  Howard  will  line 
up  talent  for  RKO  theatre  stage  presenta- 
tions for  next  season. 
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with  Agnes  Moorehead 
Bill  Johnson  • Natalie 
Schafer  • Lee  Patrick 
Jess  Barker  • June  Lockhart 
Original  Screen  Play  by 
Mary  C.  McCall,  Jr.  and 
George  Bruce  • A Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
Directed  by  Edward 
Buzzel!  • Produced  by 
George  Haight 


MGM 


BUSINESS 
IS  GREAT! 

This  ticket- 
selling Trailer 
shows  how  they 
sold  it  BIG  in 
all  openings! 


Trailer  opens  on  blank 
screen  with  sound  effects 
of  cat  fight.  "Meow! 

Psst!”  etc. 

TITLE:  LISTEN! 

The  scene  lights  up  and 
we  show  a ding-dong 
back  fence  cat-fight  with 
plenty  of  feline  action. 

TITLE:  HERE  COMES  THE 

MOST  HILARI- 
OUSLY FUNNY 
CAT  FIGHT  SINCE 
"THE  WOMEN” 
CAME  TO  TOWN 
. . . WITH  THEIR 
CLAWS  OUT  AND 
THEIR  HAIR 
DOWN! 

Wipe  to  shots  of  the 
three  stars. 

TITLES:  LANA  TURNER 

(in  negligee ) 

LARAINE  DAY 

(in  riding  breeches) 

SUSAN  PETERS 

(in  street  clothes) 

Over  the  slapping  scene 
in  the  hotel  room. 

Turner  slaps  Day. 


TITLE:  AS  3 CUDDLY 

KITTENS  WHO 
TAKE  OFF  THEIR 
MITTENS  AND 
FIGHT  TO  A 
LAUGH  FINISH  IN 
Shot  of  the  truck  as  it 
pans  out  and  we  see  sign 
"Wolftrap”  on  back. 

TITLE:  M-G-M’s 

"KEEP 
YOUR 
POWDER 
DRY” 

A series  of  shots  with 
superimposed  title, 
played  for  speed... and 
followed  by  the  dialogue 
scenes. 

Shot  of  three  girls  in 
work  clothes.  Peters  in 
middle  . . . Day  and 
Turner  shake  hands. 

TITLES:  THEY  HISS! 

THEY  KISS! 

Wipe  to  shot  in  barracks 
where  Day  and  Turner 
are  arguing.  Peters 
stands  between  them. 

TITLES:  THEY  BATTLE! 

THEY  BAWL! 


Over  a two  shot  of  Susan 
Peters  and  her  husband. 

TITLES:  THEY  LOVE! 

AND  THEY  GET 
LOVED! 

Here  we  wipe  to  dia- 
logue scenes:  "Man  can- 
not live  on  C rations 
alone,  there  are  other 
hungers”  . . . the  scene 
where  Turner  tells  Day 
she’ll  slap  her  face  . . . 
the  scene  where  boy  tells 
Turner  she  has  longest 
eye  blinkers  . . . and  the 
love  scene  between 
Peters  and  her  husband. 

Close  up  of  Lana  T urner 
TITLE:  LANA  TURNER 

Close  up  of  Laraine  Day 
TITLE : , LARAINE  DAY 

Close  up  of  Susan  Peters 
TITLE:  SUSAN  PETERS 

Shot  of  girls  in  bathing 
suits  at  swimming  loca- 
tion. in  A LOWDOWN 

TITLE:  ON  WOMEN  IN  A 

MAN’S  WORLD... 
THAT’S  A TOR- 
RENT OF  LAUGHS. 
M-G-M’s  "KEEP  YOUR  POWDER  DRY” 


IITHO  USA 


Siory  Buys  Solved 
Stars'  War  Exodus 

NEW  YORK — Twentieth -Fox  has  faced  the 
challenge  presented  by  the  loss  of  many  of  its 
star  players  to  the  armed  forces  by  going 
into  the  market  for  the  strongest  literary 
properties  available,  and  acquiring  hit  plays 
from  the  legitimate  stage  each  season. 

No  company  can  afford  to  lose  stars  of  the 
stature  of  Tyrone  Power,  Richard  Greene, 
Henry  Fonda,  Victor  Mature,  Cesar  Romero, 
George  Montgomery  and  others  over  a rela- 
tively short  period  without  donning  its  think- 
ing cap  in  a hurry  to  obtain  replacements. 

Tribute  to  Schenck,  Zanuck 

The  policy  of  using  players  of  outstanding 
talent,  though  relatively  unknown  to  the 
public,  in  vehicles  adapted  from  books  of 
proven  worth  and  plays  of  outstanding  merit 
is  a tribute  to  the  vision  and  resourcefulness 
of  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  executive  head  of  pro- 
duction, and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  production.  That  such  a policy 
has  been  a fruitful  one  is  shown  by  the  suc- 
cess of  such  films  as  “Wilson,”  “A  Tree  Grows 
in  Brooklyn,”  “The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom,’ 
“Claudia”  and  “Winged  Victory.” 

Several  outstanding  names  have  been  de- 
veloped. Their  success  has  more  than  justi- 
fied the  faith  held  in  them  by  company  ex- 
ecutives. Outstanding  among  them  have  been 
Alexander  Knox,  Gregory  Peck  and  Jennifer 
Jones,  who  vaulted  into  stardom  almost  over- 
night on  wings  of  “Wilson,”  “The  Keys  of  the 
Kingdom”  and  “The  Song  of  Bernadette,”  re- 
spectively. 

Peggy  Ann  Garner,  13-year-old  actress,  ap- 
peared in  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  as  the 
introspective  and  dreamy  daughter,  and 
promptly  bowled  over  the  nation’s  critics 
with  the  excellence  of  her  portrayal.  Life 
magazine  recently  devoted  three  pages  to  the 
picture  and  one  to  the  starlet. 

Next  in  “Royal  Scandal” 

William  Eythe  came  up  rapidly  through  his 
work  in  “The  Song  of  Bernadette,”  “Wilson” 
and  “The  Eve  of  St.  Mark.”  He  will  be  seen 
next  opposite  Tallulah  Bankhead  in  “A  Royal 
Scandal.” 

Jeanne  Crain  opened  the  door  to  stardom 
in  “Home  in  Indiana”  and  “In  the  Meantime, 
Darling.”  She  had  one  of  the  top  roles  in 
“Winged  Victory,”  and  is  slated  for  the  star- 
ring spots  in  “Our  Moment  Is  Swift”  and 
“Leave  Her  to  Heaven.” 

June  Haver  was  starred  in  her  first  pic- 
ture, “Home  in  Indiana,”  and  costarred  with 
Dick  Haymes  in  “Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling.” 
Her  next  film  will  be  “Where  Do  We  Go 
From  Here?”  Haymes  will  be  seen  opposite 
Betty  Grable  in  “Diamond  Horseshoe.”  Mary 
Anderson’s  work  in  “The  Song  of  Bernadette” 
and  “Wilson”  has  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention. 

Literary  properties  acquired  by  the  com- 
pany have  the  advantage  of  bringing  with 
them  a presold  audience.  This  is  borne  out 
by  Betty  Smith’s  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brook- 
lyn.” Other  books  for  which  screen  versions 
are  being  prepared  include  “Anna  and  the 
King  of  Siam,”  by  Margaret  Landon;  “Cap- 
tain from  Castile,”  by  Samuel  Shellabarger; 
“Leave  Her  to  Heaven,”  by  Ben  Ames  Wil- 
liams; “Razor’s  Edge,”  by  Somerset 
Maugham;  “Dragonwyck,”  by  Anya  Seton; 
“A  Bell  for  Adano,”  by  John  Hersey;  “For- 
ever Amber,”  by  Kathleen  Winsor;  “Centen- 
nial Summer,”  by  Albert  E.  Idell,  and  many 
others. 

Twentieth-Fox  has  brought  to  the  screen 
the  works  of  other  famous  writers,  including 
John  Steinbeck,  Eric  Knight,  Walter  B.  Ed- 
munds, Richard  Llewellyn,  Louis  Bromfield, 
Charlotte  Bronte,  Phil  Stong,  Mary  O’Hara, 
Vera  Caspary,  Franz  Werfel,  Martha  Cheavin, 
Patrick  Hamilton,  Josephine  Lawrence  and 
Helen  Hunt  Jackson. 


Movietone  News  Pioneer 
In  Sound-on-Film  Field 


NEW  YORK — Behind  the  eight  or  nine 
minutes  of  fleeting  scenes  in  a newsreel  there 
often  are  dramatic  sto- 


ries of  planning,  of 
daring,  oi  dashes  half 
way  around  the  world 
— yes,  even  of  tragedy, 
especially  since  the 
start  of  World  War  II. 

These  reels  have  be- 
come a commonplace 
on  the  screen.  Some 
theatre  managers  have 
come  to  regard  them 
as  fillers,  but  the  great 
majority  see  their 
value  as  audience  at- 
edmund  reek  tractions  and  exploit 
them  in  fine  showmanship  fashion. 


The  First  Issue  in  1919 

The  20th-Fox  reel  is  one  of  the  industry 
veterans.  It  began  as  the  old  silent  Fox  News 
three  years  after  the  formation  of  the  com- 
pany in  1918,  but  the  first  issue  was  released 
in  1919.  It  took  a year  of  roaming  in  search 
of  material  with  the  old  black  hand-cranked 
boxlike  cameras  before  it  could  function. 

Cameramen  thought  they  had  photographed 
everything  up  to  1927  when  sound  exploded 
in  their  faces.  They  were  the  first  to  get  it 
into  theatres  with  sound  on  film. 

They  had  choked  in  the  fumes  over  Mt. 
Vesuvius,  they  had  covered  naval  engage- 
ments, they  had  kept  up  with  the  troops  in 
France.  There  was  nothing  routine  about 
the  work,  but  they  felt  there  were  few  sur- 
prises left  in  the  business. 

They  didn’t  know  about  two  young  men 
from  upstate  New  York  named  Theodore 
Case  and  Earl  I.  Sponable  who  had  invented 
what  they  called  an  AEO  light,  a six-inch 
tube  with  a filament  that  flickered  brightly 
with  the  vibrations  of  a sound  diaphragm 
which  could  photograph  sound  on  film.  These 
youthful  engineers  were  looking  for  some  film 
producer  to  back  them.  Their  search  led  them 
to  the  Hays  office,  where  they  met  Courtlana 
Smith,  former  newspaper  man  and  at  that 
time  a member  of  the  Hays  staff. 


Excited  by  Their  Revelation 

Smith  listened  impatiently.  <He  was  al- 
ways impatient.)  When  they  finished  he  was 
more  than  impatient;  he  was  downright  ex- 
cited. He  had  William  Fox  on  the  phone  in 
less  time  than  it  takes  a P38  Lightning  to 
get  off  a carrier  deck. 

Fox  was  never  noted  for  his  calmness.  He 
had  heard  about  the  Warner  experiments 
with  Vitaphone  (sound  on  records  synchro- 
nized with  films).  Case  and  Sponable  tried  to 
catch  their  breaths  in  succeeding  weeks.  First 
thing  they  knew,  they  were  executives  of  the 
Fox-Case  Corp.,  with  Courtland  Smith  as 
general  manager,  and  they  were  ensconced 
in  a draughty  former  garage  at  Tenth  Ave. 
and  54th  St.  That’s  how  Movietone  News  was 
started. 

It  required  a two-ton  truck,  an  advance 
man,  a sound  man  and  a cameraman  to  go 
out  and  take  pictures  with  sound  in  those 
days.  They  spent  months  photographing  Nia- 
gara Falls,  with  the  roar;  horse  races,  ship 
launchings,  band  concerts,  etc.  They  overlaid 
the  walls  and  steel  beams  of  their  former 
garage  with  enough  celotex  and  burlap  to 
build  a house.  They  covered  their  projection 
room  with  sound-absorbent  material. 

Finally,  the  confused  discussion  about 
decibels,  reverberations,  ground  noises,  syn- 
chronization and  other  things  began  to  make 
sense,  and  the  boys  set  out  to  make  pictures 


of  current  events.  They  even  photographed 
vaudeville  acts  with  sound. 

Some  of  these  pictures  were  shown  up- 
town at  the  Nemo  Theatre  to  enthusiastic 
audiences.  Jack  Connolly  went  to  Europe  and 
induced  George  Bernard  Shaw  and  King 
Alfonso  XIII  to  appear  before  the  sound  cam- 
eras. From  that  time  the  old  silent  newsreel 
was  on  the  way  out. 

Smith  sent  Earl  Allvine  around  the  world 
on  the  Empress  of  Australia  to  get  strange 
and  exotic  sound  films.  At  Jerusalem  a 
Mohammedan  band  played  Rudolph  Friml 
music.  In  Saudi  Arabia  cameras  had  to  be 
concealed  outside  the  window  of  a mosque 
and  microphone  had  to  be  put  in  a brass 
cuspidor  so  the  worshippers  would  not  know 
about  the  pictures.  Arabs  chew  betel  nuts 
and  cuspidors  are  necessary  mosque  equip- 
ment. 

Wanted  Something  “Exotic” 

When  they  unreeled  the  film  over  on  Tenth 
Ave.  the  news  editor  went  into  a rage.  He 
cabled  Allvine  that  he  wanted  something 
“exotic,”  not  Friml  music  from  Jerusalem  and 
no  bell-ringing  from  a mosque,  because 
mosques  didn’t  have  bells  during  service.  He 
had  forgotten  about  the  spittoons. 

Some  of  the  present  executives  at  Movie- 
tone News  were  there  then.  Ed  Reek,  the 
present  producer,  was  a cameraman  at  one 
time;  Ben  Miggins,  European  general  man- 
ager, was  a cameraman.  (He  once  told  Mus- 
solini his  first  Movietone  interview  was  “ter- 
rible,” and  few  people  were  telling  Mussolini 
anything  in  those  days.)  Arthur  de  Titta,  who 
is  about  to  return  to  France,  was  at  the 
White  House  and  in  charge  of  the  Washing- 
ton office  in  the  early  sound  days.  Dan 
Dougherty,  publicity  man,  was  in  that  post 
before  sound  came  in.  Many  veterans  of  the 
pioneer  sound  days  are  now  in  service,  but 
will  return  to  the  reel  after  the  war.  Hun- 
dreds of  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  have 
been  trained  at  the  Movietone  plant  as  cam- 
eramen. 

Having  gone  through  one  “revolution”  in 
reel  making,  they  are  ready  for  another. 
Sound  caught  them  by  surprise,  they  admit, 
but  television  won’t.  They  are  waiting  for  it. 
The  war  has  taught  them  a lot  of  new  tricks 
about  handling  small  cameras  and  dubbing 
sound  in  later. 

Radio  Stations  Saluting 
20th-Fox's  Anniversary 

NEW  YORK — Early  in  the  week  the  Lux 
Radio  Theatre  gave  a formal  salute  to 
20th  Century-Fox  on  the  occasion  of  its 
30th  anniversary.  There  were  142  CBS  sta- 
tions involved  in  the  Lux  ceremony.  Old 
Gold’s  Comedy  Theatre,  over  129  stations  of 
NBC,  also  saluted  the  film  company  this 
week. 

Other  nationwide  air  chains  are  expected 
to  mark  the  company’s  30th  birthday  during 
April. 


Pension  Plan  in  View 

NEW  YORK— The  board  of  20th-Fox  was 
due  to  meet  late  in  the  week  to  pass  on  the 
final  draft  of  the  company’s  pension  plan, 
understood  to  include  workers  at  the  home 
office,  studios  and  exchanges. 


“This  Love  of  Ours"  Is  Re-Tagged 

“Pride  of  the  Marines”  is  the  new  tag  for 
“This  Love  of  Ours,”  a Warner  production. 
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By  IVAN  SPEAR 


Margolies  Will  Direct  Publicity 
In  the  East  for  Lester  Cowan 

Studio  biggies  were  so  busy  during  the  week 
with  problems  confronting  them  as  a result 
of  the  strike  that  little  attention  could  be 
paid  to  nonstriking  personnel.  Consequently 
the  usual  announcements  concerning  new 
contracts  or  affiliations  were  at  low  ebb. 

Word  came  from  New  York  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Albert  Margolies  as  eastern  director 
of  publicity  and  advertising  for  Lester  Cowan 
Productions.  George  J.  Schaefer,  newly- 
appointed  chairman  of  the  board  in  charge 
of  world-wide  distribution,  made  the  an- 
nouncement. Margolies  assumes  his  new  post 
immediately  and  is  conferring  with  Bill 
Pierce  jr.,  the  company’s  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising chief,  now  in  New  York.  Bob  Mont- 
gomery has  resigned  from  the  Lester  Cowan 
organization. 

Roy  Young,  production  manager  for  PRC, 
has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of  studio 
business  manager,  announced  Leon  Fromkess, 
president  of  the  company.  Raoul  Pagel,  for- 
mer unit  manager,  will  take  Young’s  place  as 
production  manager  . . . Amicably  settling 
their  contract,  Universal  and  Edward  Ward 
have  parted  company.  Ward  has  been  on 
U’s  pay  roll  for  the  past  four  years  as  a 
composer-conductor.  His  pact  had  had  some 
time  to  run. 

Roy  Rogers  Is  Billed  to  Desert 
Chaps  for  Uncle  Sam's  Khaki 

Showmen  who  specialize  in  action  fare  have 
been  dealt  another  body  blow  by  Ol’  Man 
Mars.  Roy  Rogers,  billed  as  King  of  the  Cow- 
boys, and  acclaimed  the  screen’s  most  popu- 
lar western  start  in  virtually  every  poll  that 
devotes  itself  to  such  selections,  is  going  to 
swap  his  chaps  and  six-guns  for  Uncle  Sam’s 
khaki.  Rogers  will  join  the  army  on  June  4, 
it  has  been  definitely  announced. 

But  his  picture-making  days  come  to  their 
temporary  end  a month  sooner  than  that  date 
because  he  is  scheduled  to  make  a USO-Camp 
Shows  hospital  tour  for  a month  beginning 
April  4.  It  was  because  of  this  tour,  long 
since  scheduled,  that  draft  officials  deferred 
his  induction  until  the  June  date.  The  pop- 
ular outdoor  star  is  currently  winding  up  his 
work  on  Republic’s  “Man  From  Oklahoma.” 
That  studio,  to  which  he  is  under  contract, 
has  two  additional  Rogers’  features  awaiting 
release.  One,  “Utah,”  has  just  been  pre- 
viewed, while  prints  on  the  second,  “Bells 
of  Rosa  Rita,”  were  just  being  shipped.  After 
those  three,  and  barring  reissues,  that’s  all 
there’ll  be  until  — Roy  comes  marching 
home.  Just  what  the  company  will  do  about 
filling  the  gap  in  its  production  program 
has  not  been  determined.  Herbert  T.  Yates, 
Republic  head  man,  and  his  sales  chief, 
James  R.  Grainger,  have  arrived  at  the 
studio  to  huddle  with  production  heads  on 
the  problem. 

Metro  Proves  the  Best  Customer 
On  Fair-to-Middlin'  Story  Mart 

Those  busy  gentlemen  who  peddle  literary 
properties  to  the  studios  obviously  were  not 
striking  and,  while  all  other  phases  of  pro- 
ductional  activity  were  slowed  by  the  labor 
wars,  the  records  revealed  a fair-to-middlin’ 
story  market. 

Metro  was  the  best  customer.  The  Culver 
City  lot  acquired  the  screen  rights  to  “Great 
Temptation,”  in  which  will  be  starred  Greer 
Garson.  Casey  Robinson  was  set  to  write  the 
script  for  Producer  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  The 
play  was  produced  some  years  ago  by  the 
New  York  Theatre  Guild.  “The  Lady  in  the 
Lake,”  by  Raymond  Chandler,  was  also  pur- 


chased by  Metro  and  will  be  produced  with 
an  all-star  cast.  George  Haight  has  been  as- 
signed as  producer.  Story  concerns  itself  with 
a tough  private  detective  who  is  called  in  to 
find  the  missing  wife  of  a perfume  company 
executive.  The  body  of  a murdered  blonde 
women  is  discovered  in  a remote  mountain 
lake  in  California,  and  there  is  a series  of 
connecting  murders. 

“She  Meant  No  Harm,”  novel  by  Donald 
Henderson  Clarke,  was  bought  by  Universal 
and  added  to  production  slate  of  Edmund  L. 
Hartmann,  who  assigned  Arthur  Phillips  to 
do  the  screenplay  . . . Howard  Sheehan,  re- 
cently resigned  as  a production  executive  at 
Republic,  announced  acquisition  of  "Berch- 
tesgaden,”  which  he  plans  to  produce  for  a 
major  company  release,  not  yet  negotiated 
. . . “Party  Line,”  a novel  by  Louise  Baker 
which  is  the  story  of  a small  town  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  a telephone  operator  dur- 
ing the  1920s,  was  purchased  by  20th-Fox, 
where  Robert  Bassler  has  been  assigned  the 
production  chore. 

Hal  Wallis  Switches  His  Plans; 

“Crying  Sisters"  Next  for  Par't 

Switching  his  plans,  Hal  Wallis  has  de- 
cided to  make  “The  Crying  Sisters"  his  next 
for  Paramount  release.  It  will  be  a dramatic 
mystery  based  on  the  novel  by  Mabel  Seeley 
and  will  star  Ann  Richards.  Byron  Haskin  is 
writing  the  screenplay. 

Burkett-Rosen  Starting  Work 
On  Second  "Tugboat  Annie" 

Burkett-Rosen  Productions  has  started 
worked  on  the  second  of  the  Tugboat  Annie 
pictures,  with  George  Callahan  assigned  to 
write  an  original  story.  Jane  Darwell  again 
will  play  the  title  role,  with  Edgar  Kennedy 
costarring.  James  S.  Burkett  has  wound  up 
“Captain  Tugboat  Annie,”  first  of  the  new 
series,  which  Republic  will  release  . . . Robert 
Riley  Crutcher  has  been  signed  by  Sol  Lesser 
to  do  the  screenplay  on  “Paris  Canteen,” 
Lesser’s  forthcoming  United  Artists  feature 
. . . Added  to  the  slate  of  Producer  William 


EASTER’S  COMING!— Hope  it  isn’t 
chilly.  There’s  always  room  for  seasonal 
art,  so  the  Paramount  publicity  boys  con- 
tribute this,  with  Nancy  Porter,  brunette, 
and  Mona  Freeman,  blonde,  who  appear 
in  “Bring  On  the  Girls.” 


Perlberg  at  20th  Century-Fox  is  a remake  of 
“Cameo  Kirby,”  sound  rights  to  which  the 
Westwood  lot  has  just  acquired.  The  picture 
was  originally  made  by  William  Fox  in  1930. 
Jeanne  Crain  and  Dana  Andrews  will  be  toD- 
lined  in  the  new  version. 

Arthur  Sheekman  has  been  assigned  by 
Paramount  to  work  on  the  screenplay  of 
“June  Bride,”  which  Paul  Jones  will  pro- 
duce for  Paramount,  Diana  Lynn  starred 
. . . Dennis  Cooper  is  at  work  on  the  screen- 
play of  “The  Purple  Hour,”  first  Monogram 
film  to  be  produced  by  Joe  Kaufman.  John 
Faxon  wrote  the  original  story.  Christy 
Cabanne  has  been  signed  to  direct  . . . Jeffrey 
Bernerd  has  assigned  Harvey  Gates  to  join 
Sidney  Sutherland  on  the  screenplay  of 
“Allotment  Wives,  Inc.,”  which  he  will  produce 
for  Monogram.  Kay  Francis  will  star  in  the 
production  and  also  be  coproducer. 

Ray  Taylor’s  option  at  Universal  has  been 
renewed  and  he’ll  be  codirector  with  Lewis 
D.  Collins  on  the  serial,  “Secret  Agent  X 9.” 

Film  Based  on  Franz  Liszt's  Life 
To  Go  Into  Production  on  PRC  Lot 

“Dreams  of  Love,”  a biographical  musical- 
romance,  based  on  the  life  and  music  of  Franz 
Liszt,  immortal  Hungarian  pianist-composer, 
will  be  produced  by  PRC,  according  to  an- 
nouncement by  Leon  Fromkess,  president  of 
the  company.  The  picture  will  be  made  from 
an  original  play  by  Patrick  O’Sullivan, 
pianist-composer  and  dean  of  the  Memphis 
College  of  Music.  The  shooting  script  has 
been  completed. 

Dorsey  Brothers  Will  Be  Joined 
In  a Feature  Under  UA  Banner 

The  Dorsey  brothers  of  orchestra  fame  will 
be  joined  in  a feature,  entitled  “My  Brother 
Leads  a Band,”  which  United  Artists  Pro- 
ducer Charles  R.  Rogers  plans  to  make  with 
a reported  top  budget.  Both  Trombonist 
Tommy  and  Saxophonist  Jimmy-,  along  with 
their  respective  musical  aggregations  are  to 
be  starred  in  the  film  which  will  feature 
outstanding  hit  tunes  which  were  popular 
through  the  years  that  the  Dorseys  have 
been  prominent  in  dance  band  circles. 

Grant  Withers  Borrowed  by  Metro 
For  “Dangerous  Partners"  Role 

Grant  Withers,  who  has  an  acting  contract 
with  Republic  and  one  as  a producer  at  Mon- 
ogram. has  been  borrowed  by  Metro  for  an 
important  role  in  “Dangerous  Partners,” 
which  Edward  Cahn  will  direct  for  Producer 
Arthur  Field  ...  At  the  same  studio,  Robert 
Walker  was  assigned  to  portray  famed  com- 
poser Jerome  Kern  in  the  latter’s  biographi- 
cal film,  “Till  the  Clouds  Roll  By,”  another 
Arthur  Freed  production  . . . King  Bros.,  Mon  - 
ogram producers,  are  borrowing  Lawrence 
Tierney  from  RKO  Radio  to  star  in  “Payment 
Due,”  psychological  mystery  by  John  Faxon. 

Janet  Blair  was  handed  the  femme  lead  in 
Columbia’s  “Tars  and  Spars,”  and  Cornel 
Wilde  and  Anita  Louise  were  set  to  topline 
in  the  same  studio’s  “Bandit  of  Sherwood 
Forest”  . . . Paramount  casting:  Sara  Haden, 
on  loanout  from  Metro,  and  Virginia  Farmer 
to  “Our  Hearts  Were  Growing  Up”;  Don 
Costello  and  Tom  Powers  to  “The  Blue 
Dahlia”  . . . Barry  Sullivan,  Paramount  lead- 
ing man,  was  loaned  to  Edward  Small  Pro- 
ductions for  “Getting  Gertie’s  Garter,”  which 
Small  is  making  for  United  Artists  release 
. . . Bob  Graham,  young  singer  who  was 
handed  a Paramount  contract  six  months  ago, 
will  make  his  first  appearance  in  a picture 
for  the  company  in  the  Pine-Thomas  produc- 
tion, “People  Are  Funny.” 

Dorothy  Malone  and  Donald  Meek  have 
been  cast  for  featured  supporting  roles  in 
Warners’  “Janie  Gets  Married”  . . . Boris 
Karloff  has  been  ticketed  to  make  three  fea- 
tures for  Universal,  initialer  to  be  "The  House 
of  Dracula,”  in  which  will  be  cast  all  of  the 
lot’s  chill  dispensers,  ala  “House  of  Frank- 
enstein.” Paul  Malvern  will  produce. 
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WARNER  BROS.’  TRADE  SHOWINGS  OF 

THE  HORN  BLOWS  AT  MIDNIGHT 

Starring 

JACK  BENNY  • ALEXIS  SMITH 

MONDAY,  APRIL  2nd,  1945 


CITY 

PLACE  OF  SHOWING 

ADDRESS 

TIME 

Albany 

Warner  Screening  Room 

79  N.  Pearl  St. 

12:30  P.M. 

Atlanta 

RKO  Screening  Room 

191  Walton  St.  N.W. 

2:00  P.M. 

Boston 

RKO  Screening  Room 

122  Arlington  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Buffalo 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

464  Franklin  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

Charlotte 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

308  S.  Church  St. 

10:00  A.M. 

Chicago 

Warner  Screening  Room 

1307  So.  Wabash  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Cincinnati 

RKO  Screening  Room 

Palace  Th.  Bldg.  E.  6th 

8:00  P.M. 

Cleveland 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2300  Payne  Ave. 

8:00  P.M. 

Dallas 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

412  S.  Harwood  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

Denver 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

2100  Stout  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Des  Moines 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1300  High  St. 

12:45  P.M. 

Detroit 

Film  Exchange  Bldg. 

2310  Cass  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Indianapolis 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

116  W.  Michigan 

1:00  P.M. 

Kansas  City 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1720  Wyandotte  St. 

1:30  P.M. 

Los  Angeles 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2025  S.  Vermont  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Memphis 

Paramount  Sc.  Room 

362  S.  Second  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

Milwaukee 

Warner  Th.  Sc.  Rm. 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

Minneapolis 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1015  Currie  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Haven 

Warner  Th.  Proj.  Room 

70  College  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Orleans 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

200  S.  Liberty  St. 

2:00  P.M. 

New  York 

Home  Office 

321  W.  44th  St. 

2:30  P.M. 

Oklahoma 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

10  North  Lee  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Omaha 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1502  Davenport  St. 

1:00  P.M. 

Philadelphia 

Vine  St.  Sc.  Room 

1220  Vine  St. 

11:00  A.M. 

Pittsburgh 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1715  Blvd.  of  Allies 

1:30  P.M. 

Portland 

Jewel  Box  Sc.  Room 

1947  N.W.  Kearney 

2:00  P.M. 

Salt  Lake 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

216  East  1st  South 

2:00  P.M. 

San  Francisco 

Republic  Sc.  Room 

221  Golden  Gate  Ave. 

1:30  P.M. 

Seattle 

Jewel  Box  Sc.  Rm. 

2318  Second  Ave. 

2:00  P.M. 

St.  Louis 

S’renco  Sc.  Room 

3143  Olive  St. 

1:00  P.M. 

Washington 

Earle  Th.  Bldg. 

13th  & E Sts.  N.W. 

10:30A.M. 

«< m 


Starring 


Directed  by  JOSEPH  SANTLEY  . Screen  Play  by  FRANK  GILL,  Jr. 
Based  on  original  story  by  CORTLAND  FITZSIMMONS 


O’KEEFE  • CONSTANCE  MOORE 

featuring  EVE  ARDEN  with  OTTO  KRUGER  * ALAN  MOWBRAY 
STEPHANIE  BACHELOR  and  PINKY  LEE  • PARKY AKARKUS 
LEON  BELASCO  • BEVERLY  LOYD  • EDWARD  GARGAN 

and 

WOODY  HERMAN  and  his  ORCHESTRA 
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^acmdci&aut  t&e  'Ttaticw 


He  Blows  His  Top 

OMAHA — Because  of  the  very  nature  of  his 
profession,  Jack  Connor,  M-G-M  exploiteer, 
can  stand  a lot  of  hot  air,  but  these  spring 
winds  in  Nebraska  are  just  too  much  for 
him.  On  Connor’s  first  business  trip  after 
a hospital  stay,  a gust  of  wind  blew  the  top 
off  his  convertible.  He  had  to  leave  his  car; 
finish  his  route  by  bus.  And  he’s  looking 
forward  to  a nice  summer  tan  because  he  has 
no  idea  where  he  can  find  a new  canvas  top. 

Texan  a War  Loan  Hero 

SAN  ANGELO,  TEX. — Three  times  a na- 
tional contest  winner,  Johnny  D.  Jones,  man- 
ager of  the  Concho  theatres  here,  is  being 
acclaimed  as  hero  of  the  war  loan  front  in 
World  War  II.  Recently  he  was  notified  by 
the  Movie  Magazines  Committee  that  the 
dissertation  he  wrote  on  how  to  sell  more 
bonds  to  more  people,  and  which  he  applied 
here,  had  been  adjudged  one  of  the  ten  best 
in  the  United  States  out  of  3,227  entries.  In 
the  Fourth  War  Loan  he  was  cited  by  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  Morgenthau  as  one  of 
the  Honored  Hundred  among  film  exhibitors. 
And  in  the  Fifth  War  Loan,  Jone’s  Texas 
Theatre  won  the  contest  for  recruiting  the 
largest  number  of  Wacs,  17  of  them,  which 
led  the  state  regardless  of  theatre  size. 

He  Wont  Vote  "Ja" 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Cecil  B.  DeMille,  who 
minces  no  words  in  defense  of  his  principles, 
“took  a chance”  last  week  with  local  reporters 
and  issued  his  first  statement  regarding  his 
fight  against  the  $1  assessment  levied  against 
him  by  the  American  Ass’n  of  Radio  Artists 
since  his  recent  suspension  from  radio  by 
AARA  was  upheld  by  a lower  court. 

Cautioning  the  reporters  against  incorrect 
quotations,  he  declared  he  is  determined  to 
carry  his  fight  to  the  highest  authorities 
possible  “to  protect  the  right  of  the  working 
man  to  be  politically  free.”  Asserting  that 
labor  unions  are,  in  fact,  good  things,  he 
went  on: 

“But  as  things  stand  today  the  working 
man  is  forced  to  support  a union’s  stand  re- 
gardless of  his  own  political  beliefs  . . . When 
people  in  this  country  can  be  marched  down 
to  the  polls  on  instruction  under  threat  of 
idleness,  the  American  voters  are  in  the  same 
class  as  the  German  voters  who  went  to  the 
polls  and  voted  ‘Ja’  because  they  were  afraid 
they  would  disappear  in  some  fashion  if  they 
voted  otherwise.” 

DeMille  stopped  here  on  the  way  to  Omaha, 
where  he  expressed  the  same  sentiments  at 
a St.  Patrick’s  Day  luncheon  given  by  Wil- 
liam Jeffers,  president  of  the  Union  Pacific, 
for  more  than  250  business  and  civic  leaders. 

Piety  on  the  Screen 

ALBANY,  N.  Y. — As  has  been  customary, 
Warner  Bros,  circuit  donated  theatres  here 
and  in  surrounding  towns  to  the  State  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  for  special  showings,  mostly 
matinees,  of  DeMille’s  “King  of  Kings”  dur- 
ing Holy  week. 

Turn  Tables  on  Bowles 

CLEVELAND  — Greater  Cleveland  neigh- 
borhood theatre  owners  tied  Chester  Bowles 
up  in  his  own  Washington  red  tape  and 
proved  they  have  taken  a cut  of  one  cent 
an  admission  instead  of  upping  prices  38V2 
per  cent.  Average  neighborhood  admission 
prior  to  1941  was  30  cents.  To  this  was 
added  the  original  three  per  cent  federal  tax, 
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making  a gross  of  33  cents.  Today,  it  was 
pointed  out,  the  average  gross  is  35  cents. 
Of  this,  six  cents  goes  to  the  new  federal 
tax,  leaving  29  cents  net.  So  while  operating 
costs  have  risen,  exhibitors  of  subsequent  runs 
have  taken  a cut  of  one  cent  on  each  admis- 
sion, they  argue. 

A Twin  City  Headache 

MINNEAPOLIS — Twin  City  neighborhood 
independent  exhibitors,  long  the  articulate 
pointer-outers  of  all  industry  “evils,”  the  gen- 
eral as  well  as  the  particular,  this  week  faced 
another  headache.  The  projectionist  union 
dropped  into  their  hands  a “take-it-or-we- 
strike”  demand  for  a five  per  cent  increase 
in  scale,  preparation  pay  and  paid  vacations. 

Henry  Greene,  North  Central  Allied  presi- 
dent who  has  been  conducting  negotiations 
for  the  exhibitors,  pointed  out  the  demand 
is  “unreasonable  because  it  comes  in  the  face 
of  declining  patronage  and  an  extremely  un- 
certain postwar  outlook.”  The  exhibitors, 
however,  are  inclined  to  grant  the  scale  hike, 
but  balk  at  the  other  two  demands. 

Hoblitzelle  Donates  Site 

DALLAS — Coincident  with  the  campaign 
for  consolidation  of  Highland  Park  and  Uni- 
versity Park  with  the  city  of  Dallas,  Karl 
Hoblitzelle,  president  of  Interstate  circuit,  an- 
nounced donation  of  a site  to  the  community 
authorities  for  conversion  into  a civic  center 
for  the  Park  Cities. 

Strike  Drys  Up  Cash 

HOLLYWOOD  — The  union  jurisdictional 
war  had  one  definite  outside  effect — it  re- 
tarded the  stream  of  donations  to  the  Red 
Cross  fund — and  it  probably  contributed  to 
the  fact  Hollywood’s  “soldiers  in  grease  paint” 
reported  their  war  entertainment  work  hit  a 
new  low  during  the  week.  But  it  couldn’t 
dim  the  glamor  of  the  annual  Oscar  sweep- 
stakes. 

Texas  Needs  No  Freeze! 

DALLAS — Admissions  over  the  Interstate 
circuit  of  Texas  have  remained  unchanged 
for  12  years,  except  for  the  addition  or  sub- 


Jack  Throws  Gauntlet 
Down  to  the  WMC! 

Toledo — Jack  O’Connell,  owner  of  the 
downtown  Loop  Theatre,  has  plenty  of 
courage,  like  his  son  John  jr.,  who  is  bat- 
tling the  enemy  on  the  German  front, 
and  when  his  convictions  are  involved  he 
sticks  by  them  even  if  he  has  to  defy  a 
gigantic  government  bureau  such  as  the 
WMC. 

Operating  the  Loop  is  a “ticket-taker 
who  has  no  legs  and  an  usher  who  is  75,” 
so  when  the  midnight  curfew  directive 
came  along,  Jack  reasoned  these  employes 
could  not  help  the  war  effort,  and  kept 
his  theatre  operating  until  4 a.  m.  as 
always.  Immediately  Area  WMC  Director 
Ralph  O.  Snyder  certified  O’Connell  to 
the  national  War  Manpower  Commission 
as  a violator,  and  proclaimed: 

“The  Loop  Theatre  very  definitely  will 
be  closed.” 

O’Connell  countered  with  the  statement 
that  Loop  postcurfew  showing  definitely 
would  continue.  He  commented: 

“If  shutting  down  my  theatre  for  one 
hour  would  save  the  life  of  an  American 
soldier,  I would  close  it  for  a year.” 


traction  of  a few  cents  to  bring  the  tax-plus 
level  to  even  money,  commented  R.  J.  “Bob” 
O’Donnell,  general  manager,  in  answer  to 
queries  concerning  Chester  Bowles’  request 
to  Congress  for  an  OPA  ceiling  on  amusement 
prices.  O'Donnell  said  the  Washington  ad- 
ministrator’s idea  wouldn’t  matter  in  the 
Lone  Star  State,  except  to  prohibit  special- 
price  roadshows,  which  he  opposes  anyhow. 

Hanauers  Quit  Industry 

BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. — The  44-year  theatre 
career  of  Sam  Hanauer  ends  April  1 when  he 
and  his  brother  Ralph  transfer  the  Rialto 
and  State,  with  other  real  estate,  to  a new 
corporation  headed  by  F.  H.  Cooke,  identified 
in  exhibition  for  a long  time.  The  deal  in- 
volved upward  of  a quarter  of  a million  dol- 
lars. The  Hanauer  family,  also  owners  of  a 
chemical  manufacturing  plant  here,  has  been 
prominent  in  the  business  life  of  this  com- 
munity for  77  years. 

Chicago's  Majestic  Sold 

CHICAGO — The  20-story  Majestic  Theatre 
Bldg.,  constructed  in  1924  at  a reputed  cost 
of  $1,300,000,  was  sold  last  week  for  a figure 
reported  “under  the  $350,000  at  which  the 
property  had  been  held,”  to  the  Monroe  Prop- 
erties, Inc.,  whose  personnel  was  not  dis- 
closed. The  Majestic  has  been  dark  ten  years, 
but  once  was  to  Chicago  what  the  Palace 
used  to  be  to  New  York. 

Blue-Ribbon  Palms  Debut 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.— Harry  L.  Nace  of  the 
Publix-Rickards-Nace  circuit  was  in  personal 
charge  of  the  blue-ribbon  debut  of  his  new 
Palms  Theatre,  a 800-seater  built  in  the  na- 
tive Spanish-Mission  motif  with  a modern 
touch.  Guests  included  Gov.  Sidney  P.  Os- 
born, state  and  civic  leaders,  and  Hollywood 
celebrities. 

"Weary"  Smith  Stricken 

CLEVELAND  — Industry  folk  here  were 
saddened  last  week  to  learn  of  the  death  of 
Wilfred  A.  “Weary”  Smith,  44,  owner  of  the 
Majestic  Theatre  in  Akron  and  president  of 
the  Akron  Theatre  Owners  and  Managers 
Ass’n.  “Weary”  Smith  took  an  active  interest 
in  local  and  state  politics,  and  last  year  was 
a candidate  for  the  state  senate.  He  appar- 
ently had  recovered  from  a heart  attack  last 
summer  when  he  was  stricken  fatally  in  an 
Akron  restaurant. 

The  Army  to  Hollywood! 

CHICAGO — Motion  pictures  are  so  vital  to 
the  fighting  men  that  “Both  the  public  and 
the  U.S.  army  will  approve  if  the  latter  has 
to  take  over  Hollywood  studios  in  order  to 
keep  movies  coming,”  a lengthy  editorial  in 
the  Chicago  Daily  News  stated  recently.  The 
editorial  pointed  out  that  every  day  on  the 
fighting  fronts  an  average  of  1,150,000  men 
and  women  in  American  uniforms  see  free 
films  that  have  been  shipped  in  16mm  form, 
with  a third  of  the  shows  projected  from 
trucks  and  jeeps  often  with  bombardment  go- 
ing on  all  through  the  program. 

Chuckle  at  U.  S . Proposal 

OTTAWA  — Canadian  film  men  chuckled 
when  they  read  that  OPA  Chief  Chester 
Bowles  had  asked  the  U.S.  Congress  to  de- 
cree a ceiling  on  theatre  admission  prices. 
Dominion  admissions  have  been  under  a price 
ceiling  since  1939.  They  accepted  with  more 
than  a few  grains  of  salt  the  statement  that 
admissions  had  been  increased  38%  per  cent 
in  the  States. 

Moving  Week  in  Omaha 

OMAHA — Getting  settled  into  a new,  larger 
home  here  this  week  were  the  Ballantyne 
Co.  and  its  subsidiary,  the  Scott  Ballantyne 
Co.,  theatre  equipment  and  supplies. 
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BIG  MOMENTS  OF  A MOMENTOUS  AFFAIR — Cameramen  had  a regular  field  day  (or  a better  word  is  night),  at  the  Chinese 
Theatre  in  Hollywood  last  Thursday.  Above  are  a few  pictorial  highlights  of  the  17th  annual  Academy  Awards  presentation  fete. 

The  panels,  left  to  right:  Leo  McCarey,  who  won  two  Awards  on  “Going  My  Way,”  as  best  director  and  author  of  the  best  original 
story,  arrives  with  his  daughter,  Mary.  His  picture  was  also  acclaimed  as  the  best  of  the  year  and  won  a total  of  seven  Awards. 

Next:  Bing  Crosby,  best  actor  for  his  work  in  “Going  My  Way,”  and  Ingrid  Bergman,  best  actress  for  her  part  in  “Gaslight,”  chat 
informally.  Next:  Barry  Fitzgerald  analyzes  the  trophy  he  won  as  best  supporting  actor,  another  triumph  for  “Way.”  Next:  Miss 
Bergman  receives  her  Award  from  Jennifer  Jones,  a last  year’s  winner.  Lastly:  Paramount  Producer  Buddy  De  Sylva  accepts  the 
statuette  for  the  year’s  outstanding  picture,  “Going  My  Way.”  The  presentation  was  made  by  Hal  Wallis,  center,  who  poses  here  with 
Master  of  Ceremonies  Bob  Hope  (left)  and  De  Sylva. 


Favorite  "Going  My  Way"  Breezes  In; 
Thalberg  Award  to  Zanuck's  "Wilson" 


DOS  Is  Preserving 
Thai  Winning  Habit 

HOLLYWOOD — Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  said 
of  Alfred  Smith  ’way  back  when  Roosevelt 
was  nominating  instead  of  running:  “Victory 
is  his  habit.”  The  phrase  could  be  applied  to 
one  David  O.  Selznick.  When  you  “consult  the 
record,”  to  lift  a Smith  phrase,  the  Selznick 
record  is  remarkable,  as  pertains  to  the  last 
six  years  history  of  the  Motion  Picture  Acad- 
emy of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

During  that  period,  award  for  the  best  per- 
formance by  an  actress  has  been  won  four 
times  by  Selznick  stars:  By  Vivien  Leigh  for 
1939,  by  Joan  Fontaine  for  1941,  by  Jennifer 
Jones  for  1943,  and  now  by  Ingrid  Bergman. 
These  are  stars  whom  Selznick  discovered,  in- 
troduced, and  for  whom  he  selected  pictures 
as  carefully  as  a passionate  diamond  cutter 
working  on  crown  jewels. 

In  ten  years  as  an  independent  producer, 
Selznick  has  released  12  pictures.  Five  have 
been  nominated  for  the  big  Award,  two  have 
won  it.  The  pictures:  “Gone  With  the  Wind,” 
a winner;  “Rebecca,”  a winner;  “A  Star  Is 
Bom,”  “Intermezzo,”  and  “Since  You  Went 
Away.” 

Loaded  Down  With  Honors 

David  O.  Selznick  himself  won  the  Irving 
Thalberg  Memorial  Award  for  1939,  the  year 
he  made  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  and  prob- 
ably has  more  special  awards  from  foreign 
countries,  magazines,  and  domestic  civic 
groups  than  any  producer  in  all  time. 

When  Jennifer  Jones  presented  this  year’s 
Oscar  to  Ingrid  Bergman,  the  occasion  was 
notable  not  only  for  Jennifer’s  charming 
speech — “Your  artistry  has  won  our  votes  and 
your  graciousness  has  won  our  hearts” — but 
for  a novel  reason:  This  was  the  first  time 
since  1931  that  the  award  has  been  won  in 
successive  years  by  stars  under  contract  to 
the  same  studio.  The  other  occasion  was  when 
Norma  Shearer  of  Metro  presented  the  statu- 
ette to  Marie  Dressier  of  Metro. 

Another  Selznick  Academician  is  Miss  Shir- 
ley Temple,  who  won  her  special  award  years 
ago. 


Balaban  Lauds  Studio 

HOLLYWOOD — The  outstanding  work  of 
Paramount’s  coast  studio  for  having  won  11 
Academy  Awards  was  lauded  by  Barney  Bala- 
ban, company  president.  “I  wish  to  pay  the 
highest  acclaim  and  express  the  entire  com- 
pany’s gratitude  and  pride  to  the  manage- 
ment, staff  and  personnel  of  the  Paramount 
studios  for  this  fine  record,”  Balaban  said. 


HOLLYWOOD — It  is  no  longer  news  that 
Paramount  and  20th  Century-Fox  won 
the  dominant  number  of  Oscars  in  the  17th 
Annual  Awards  Event  of  the  Academy  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Arts  and  Sciences.  The  former 
company’s  “Going  My  Way,”  almost  universal- 
ly picked  by  railbirds  as  the  favorite,  brought 
to  the  Marathon  Street  lot  the  juicy  slice  of 
kudos  in  the  Thespic  and  creative  fields. 
Those  accolades  that  went  to  20th-Fox  large- 
ly stemmed  from  that  studio’s  Technicolor 
production  of  “Wilson.” 

For  the  sake  of  the  records,  following  are 
listed  the  awards  in  each  division.  They  are 
Hollywood's  opinion  of  1944’s  outstanding  ac- 
complishments: 

Best  Motion  Picture  of  the  Year: 

"Going  My  Way,"  Paramount. 

Best  Performance  by  an  Actor: 

Bing  Crosby,  "Going  My  Way,"  Paramount. 

Best  Performance  by  an  Actress: 

Ingrid  Bergman,  "Gaslight,"  Metro. 

Best  Performance  by  a Supporting  Actor: 

Barry  Fitzgerald,  "Going  My  Way,"  Paramount. 

Best  Performance  by  a Supporting  Actress: 

Ethel  Barrymore,  "None  But  the  Lonely  Heart," 
RKO. 

Best  Achievement  in  Directing: 

Leo  McCarey,  "Going  My  Way,"  Paramount. 

Irving  G.  Thalberg  Special  Memorial 
Award : 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  for  "Wilson,"  20th-Fox. 

Best  Written  Screenplay: 

"Going  My  Way,"  Paramount.  Frank  Butler  and 
Frank  Cavett. 

Best  Original  Screenplay: 

"Wilson,"  20th-Fox.  Lamar  Trotti. 

Best  Original  Motion  Picture  Story: 

"Going  My  Way,"  Paramount.  Leo  McCarey. 

Best  Scoring  of  a Musical  Picture: 

"Cover  Girl,"  Columbia.  Morris  Stoloff  and  Car- 
men Dragon. 

Best  Music  Score  of  a Dramatic  or  Comedy 
Picture: 

"Since  You  Went  Away,"  Selznick  International, 
UA.  Max  Steiner. 

Best  Original  Song: 

"Swinging  On  a Star,"  from  "Going  My  Way," 
Paramount.  Music  by  James  Van  Heusen;  Lyrics  by 
Johnny  Burke. 

Best  Achievement  in  Art  Direction  (Black 
and  White  films) : 

"Gaslight,"  Metro.  Cedric  Gibbons  and  William 
Ferrari. 

Best  Achievement  in  Art  Direction  (Color 
film) : 

"Wilson,"-  20th-Fox.  Wiard  Ihnen. 


Best  Achievement  in  Sound  Recording: 

"Wilson,"  20th-Fox.  E.  H.  Hansen. 

Best  Achievement  in  Special  Effects: 

Photographic:  "Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,"  Metro. 
A.  Arnold  Gillespie,  Donald  Jahraus,  Warren  New- 
combe. 

Sound:  "Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,”  Metro. 
Douglas  Shearer. 

Short  Subjects: 

One-Reel:  "Who's  Who  in  Animal  Land,"  Para- 
mount; Jerry  Fairbanks,  producer. 

Two-Reel:  "I  Won't  Play,"  Warners.  Gordon  Hol- 
lingshead,  producer. 

Cartoons:  "Mouse  Trouble,"  Metro.  Frederick 

Quimby,  producer. 

Best  Feature-Length  Documentary: 

"Fighting  Lady,"  20th-Fox  and  U.S.  Navy. 

Best  Short  Documentary: 

"With  the  Marines  at  Tarawa,"  U.S.  Marine  Corps. 

Best  Interior  Set  Decoration  (Black  and 
White) : 

"Gaslight,"  Metro.  Edwin  B.  Willis  and  Paul 
Huldschinsky. 

Best  Interior  Set  Decoration  (Color) : 

"Wilson,"  20th-Fox.  Thomas  Little. 

Best  Cinematography  (Black  and  White) : 

"Laura,"  20th-Fox.  Joseph  Le  Shelle. 

Best  Cinematography  (Color) : 

"Wilson,"  20th-Fox.  Leon  Shammy. 

Best  Film  Editing: 

"Wilson,"  20th-Fox.  Barbara  McLean. 

A Special  Award  was  bestowed  upon  Mar- 
garet O'Brien  as  the  best  child  actress  of 
1944.  The  accolade  to  Moppet  O'Brien  was 
voted  by  the  Academy  board  of  directors. 

Special  technical  achievement  awards  in- 
cluded: 

To  Stephen  Dunn  and  RKO  studio’s  sound 
department  for  design  and  Radio  Corporation 
of  America  for  additional  development  of  the 
Electronic  Compressor-Limiter. 

Linwood  Dunn,  Cecil  Love  and  the  Acme 
Tool  Manufacturing  Co.,  were  recipients  of 
honorable  mention  for  the  design  and  con- 
struction of  the  Acme -Dunn  Primer. 

Honorable  mention  for  the  development  of 
the  Continuous  Loop  Projection  Device  went 
to  Grover  Laube  and  20th-Fox  Camera  de- 
partment. 

Western  Electric  Co.,  received  honorable 
mention  for  the  design  and  construction  of 
the  1126- A Limiting  Amplifier  for  Variable 
Density  Sound  Recording. 

For  the  development  and  production  use  of 
the  Paramount  Floating  Hydraulic  Boat  Rock- 

(Continued  on  page  401 
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THE  ZANUCKS  ARRIVE — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  accompanied  by 
their  daughter,  arrive  at  Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre  to  attend  the  Academy 
Awards  event,  at  which  Zanuck  was  given  the  Irving  Thalberg  Memorial  Award. 


Tremendous  Task  of  Collecting  Data 
Performed  by  the  Academy's  Library 


HOLLYWOOD— Hollywood  is  one  of  the 
leading  newspaper  and  wire  syndicate  date- 
lines in  the  world.  Superseded  only  by  Wash- 
ington and  New  York  City,  more  news  ema- 
nates from  the  film  capital  than  from  any 
other  spot  on  earth.  Before  the  war,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  Hollywood  was  sending  out 
more  news — all  of  it  related  to  the  motion 
picture  industry  and  its  personalities. 

The  job  of  going  through  all  of  this  ma- 
terial for  Hollywood  archives  has  fallen  to 
the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences,  the  institution  which,  for  the  17th 
consecutive  time,  presented  the  annual  Oscars 
for  outstanding  screen  achievement  in  Grau- 
man’s Chinese  Theatre  on  Thursday,  March 
15.  The  Academy  library,  one  of  the  three 
best  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  has  a staff  of 
research  experts  and  librarians  reading  and 
collecting  printed  material  about  motion  pic- 
tures from  periodicals  published  in  every 
country.  This  library,  for  example,  received 
motion  picture  reports  from  film  centers  as 
widely  separated  as  Moscow,  Bombay,  London 
and  Capetown,  South  Africa.  Its  files  have 
been  carefully  collected  and  indexed  so  that 
those  who  use  its  facilities  can  reach  the 
needed  material  immediately.  Hundreds  of 
headings  divide  the  mass  of  information  into 
logically  defined  groupings. 

War  Film  File  Is  Important 

One  of  the  most  important  subdivisions 
in  the  Academy  library  is  the  war  film 
file,  a grouping  which  includes  news  and 
information  about  Hollywood’s  contribution 
to  the  war  effort  since  Pearl  Harbor.  Here  is 
collected  data,  news,  information,  stories,  fea- 
tures about  every  phase  of  what  the  motion 
picture  industry  has  done  and  is  doing  to 
speed  the  day  of  victory;  a complete  report 
of  the  War  Activities  Committee,  a report  on 
the  Hollywood  Canteen,  on  Mom  Lehr’s  Guild 
Canteen,  on  the  Hollywod  branch  of  the  USO, 
Naval  Aid  Auxiliary,  the  Academy’s  Research 
Council,  on  personal  appearances  and  camp 
tours  of  Hollywood  stars. 

In  addition  the  Academy  library  has  col- 
lected for  this  particular  file  editorial  re- 
actions to  what  Hollywood  is  doing  from 
sources  outside  of  Los  Angeles.  It  is  the 
hope  of  the  Academy,  when  the  war  is  over, 
to  publish  a comprehensive  review  of  Holly- 
wood’s contribution  to  the  war  effort,  based 
on  the  accurate  story  of  what  was  done  day 
by  day.  In  the  years  to  come  the  Academy’s 
research  file  on  films  in  the  war  will  be  an 
invaluable  source  of  material  for  historians 
of  World  War  II. 


Antidramatists  Ruling 
Won't  Affect  Studios 

NEW  YORK— The  U.S.  court  of  appeals 
ruling  this  week  that  the  basic  agreement 
between  theatrical  producers  and  the  Dram- 
atists Guild  is  subject  to  the  restraints  of 
the  Sherman  Act,  according  to  a prominent 
playwright-scenarist,  will  not  affect  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry. 

“The  Screen  Writers  Guild  minimum  basic 
agreement  with  film  producers  is  a contract 
drawn  under  NLRB  auspices  by  a craft  guild 
and  the  studios,  and  as  such  is  recognized  by 
the  government,”  he  said.  “Although  the 
SWG,  like  the  Dramatists  Guild,  is  an  af- 
filiate of  the  Authors  League,  it  is  an  autono- 
mous unit  and  therefore  not  affected  by  the 
court  decision. 

“The  verdict,  incidentally,  is  the  first  up- 
set we’ve  ever  received  in  any  court.  I doubt 
it  will  stand  after  review  by  a higher  tri- 
bunal. We  intend  to  fight  the  case,  of  course 
— and  win.  If  need  be,  we’ll  carry  the  fight 
up  to  the  supreme  court.” 


"Way"  Wins  in  Breeze; 
An  Award  to  "Wilson" 

(Continued  from  page  39) 

er,  Russell  Brown,  Ray  Hinsdale  and  Joseph 
Robbins  were  accorded  honorable  mention 

To  Gordon  Jennings,  honorable  mention 
for  designing  and  constructing  the  Paramount 
Nodal  Point  Tripod. 

For  designing  and  constructing  the  RKO 
Reverberation  Chamber,  honorable  mention 
went  to  the  Radio  Corporation  of  America 
and  RKO  Radio’s  Sound  department. 

Daniel  J.  Bloomberg  and  Republic  Sound 
department  received  honorable  mention  for 
the  design  and  development  of  a Multi-Inter- 
iock  Selector  Switch. 

Honorable  mention  to  Bernard  B.  Brown 
and  John  P.  Livadary  for  the  design  and 
engineering  of  a Separate  Soloist  and  Chorus 
Recording  Room. 

To  Paul  Zeff,  S.  J.  Twining  and  George 
Seid  of  Columbia  Pictures  Laboratory,  honor- 
able mention  for  formula  and  for  application 
to  production  of  a Simplified  Variable  Area 
Sound  Negative  Developer. 

Paul  Lerpae  won  honorable  mention  for  de- 
sign and  construction  of  Paramount  Travel- 
ing Matte  Projection  and  Photographing  De- 
vice. 

Wanger  Asks  Voluntary 
Subscriptions  to  R.  C. 

HOLLYWOOD — Retarded  by  the  strike,  the 
industry’s  campaign  for  the  Red  Cross  fund 
was  approximately  a quarter  of  a million  dol- 
lars behind  its  goal,  according  to  Chairman 
Walter  Wanger,  who  voiced  a plea  for  vol- 
untary cooperation  by  all  not  subscribed. 

“We  still  must  receive  gifts  from  approxi- 
mately 5,400  donors  before  the  job  is  done,” 
Wanger  declared.  “We  have  only  ten  days 
before  the  final  report  luncheon  on  March  29. 
A great  many  small  donations  have  been 
turned  in,  but  most  of  the  upper-bracket 
pledges  in  the  talent  groups  are  still  to  be 
received.  The  whole  difficulty  has  been  in 
lack  of  solicitation  because  obviously  the 
strike  in  the  studios  can  not  have  had  any 
effect  on  the  attitude  of  industry  workers 
toward  the  Red  Cross.  Therefore  I am  ap- 
pealing for  voluntary  subscriptions,  which 
can  be  mailed  to  union  or  guild  offices,  studio 
colonels,  my  office  or  to  the  Permanent 
Charities  Committee.” 


DOS  WITH  HIS  OSCAR-WINNING  STAR— Ingrid  Bergman,  winner  of  an 
Academy  Award,  is  shown  with  David  O.  Selznick,  who  brought  her  here  from 
Sweden  and  who  is  responsible  for  her  success  as  a star.  She  is  the  fourth  player 
from  the  Selznick  studio  to  win  this  high  honor.  Her  latest  film  is  “Spellbound,” 
directed  by  Alfred  Hitchcock. 
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The  ‘Pinnacle 


uccess 


BEST  PERFORMANCE  BY  AN  ACTOR 
BING  CROSBY 
FOR  "GOING  MY  WAY' 


BEST  MOTION  PICTURE  OF  THE  Y-EAR 
"GOING  MY  WAY" 


aramount 


BEST  ORIGINAL  SONG 
"SWINGING  ON  A STAR" 
JAMES  VAN  HEUSEN 
& JOHNNY  BURKF 
FROM  "GOING  MY  WAY" 


BEST  PERFORMANCE  BY  AN  ACTOR 
IN  A SUPPORTING  ROLE 
BARRY  FITZGERALD 
FOR  "GOING  MY  WAY" 


world’s  most  honored  film  company 


THE  GREATEST  AWARDS  OF  ALL  FROM  THE  ACADEMY 
OF  MOTION  PICTURE  ARTS  AND  SCIENCES 


BEST  WRITTEN  SCREENPLAY 
FRANK  BUTLER  & FRANK  CAVETT 
FOR  "GOING  MY  WAY" 


PARAMOUNT  AGAIN  HAS 
BEST  1-REEL  SHORT  SUBJECT 
PRODUCED  BY  JERRY  FAIRBANKS 
WHO’S  WHO  IN  ANIMAL  LAND" 


BEST  ACHIEVEMENT  IN  DIRECTING 
BEST  ORIGINAL  MOTION 
PICTURE  STORY 
LEO  McCAREY 
FOR  "GOING  MY  WAY" 

A Double  Winner — First  Time 
in  17  years  of  Academy  Awards! 


All  our  thanks  to  Bing  Crosby,  Leo  McCarey, 
Barry  Fitzgerald,  Frank  Butler,  Frank  Cavett, 
Jimmy  Van  Heusen,  Johnny  Burke  and 
Jerry  Fairbanks  for  their  work  which  make 
Paramount  Pictures  the  Best  Shows  in  Town 


NATURALLY 


P 

a 

r 


HAD  THE  BEST  1-REEL 

SHORT  SUBJECT,  “WHO’S  WHO  IN 
ANIMAL  LAND,“  ONE  OF  THE  GREAT 
“SPEAKING  OF  ANIMALS"  SERIES 
PRODUCED  BY  JERRY  FAIRBANKS 


If  it's  a Paramount  Short 
it's  the  Best  Show-Builder  in  Town! 


Hollywood  Contributes 
Much  lo  War  Effort 

HOLLYWOOD  — Hollywood’s  contributions 
to  the  war  effort  have  been  varied  and  many. 
More  than  9,000  film  craftsmen  and  tech- 
nicians and  players — fully  a quarter  of  all 
the  people  making  pictures — are  in  the  armed 
forces.  Those  who  have  remained  behind 
have  been  contributing  endlessly  of  their 
time  and  talents  in  numerous  ways  toward 
winning  the  war,  and  the  motion  picture 
industry  itself  has  established  a number  of 
organizations  for  the  smooth  and  efficient 
handling  of  these  activities,  among  them 
the  Research  Council  of  the  Academy  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Since  the  Research  Council  first  began 
working  with  the  army,  several  hundred  film 
subjects  have  been  produced  under  its  spon- 
sorship; a program  which  has  since  been 
completed.  Subject  matter  and  content  of 
these  reels  were  varied  and  included  such 
titles  as  “Military  Courtesy  and  Customs 
of  the  Service,”  “37mm  Antiaircraft  Gun 
Battery,”  “Combating  Counter  Intelligence,” 
“Basic  Principles  of  Skiing,”  and  “Identifica- 
tion of  Army  Aircraft.”  These  titles  are  but 
a fraction  of  the  hundreds  of  subjects  which 
Hollywood  film  studios  produced  under  Re- 
search Council  direction,  and  other  subjects — 
there  are  from  two  to  four  different  titles  for 
each  subject  heading — include  the  240mm 
Howitzer,  Seacoast  Artillery,  Antiaircraft 
Machine  Gun  Battery,  Safeguarding  Military 
Information,  Army  Motor  Vehicles,  Personal 
Hygiene  and  Signal  Communication  among 
scores  of  others. 

Salt  Laker  Transported 
To  His  Home  Via  Films 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Though  he’s  several 
thousand  miles  away  from  his  home  in  Utah, 
Salt  Laker  Allen  S.  Cornwall  was  transported 
home  via  motion  pictures  while  on  a destroyer 
somewhere  in  the  South  Pacific. 

The  youth,  serving  aboard  the  destroyer, 
went  into  the  ship’s  theatre  January  24  and 
saw  a travelogue  picture  entitled  “The  City 
of  Brigham  Young.”  Parts  of  the  film  show 
the  Tabernacle  Choir  of  the  LDS  Church, 
with  Allen’s  father,  J.  Spencer  Cornwall,  di- 
recting the  famed  organization,  and  Allen 
wrote  to  his  parents  concerning  the  incident: 

“I  now  consider  myself  one  of  the  luckiest 
boys  in  the  Pacific!  I’ve  just  had  not  only 
an  actual  look  at  my  home  town,  but  I’ve 
seen  my  father  and  heard  the  most  beautiful 
music  in  all  the  world — the  Tabernacle  choir. 

“You  can  imagine  how  I feel  now.  It’s 
almost  like  going  home.  The  photography  of 
the  choir  is  superb!  Naturally  there  is  noth- 
ing to  compare  with  its  singing,  especially 
during  the  pictures  of  the  temple.  I was 
ready  to  get  up  and  start  walking  with  the 
students  of  the  university.  What  familiar 
scenes. 

“Believe  me,  I’ll  bet  there  isn’t  anyone  out 
here  or  on  the  front  who’s  had  their  home 
town  unrolled  in  front  of  them  with  shots  of 
their  old  man  included.  It  just  doesn’t  seem 
real.” 

Foreign  Experts  Discuss 
Film  Making  in  Europe 

NEW  YORK — Motion  picture  making  in 
war-torn  Europe  proved  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting of  the  “Feature  Story”  items  broad- 
cast over  the  CBS  network  this  week.  Co- 
lumbia correspondents,  speaking  directly 
from  London,  Paris  and  Rome,  discussed  the 
pictures  now  in  production,  as  well  as  the 
problems  and  trends  already  evident. 

Other  subjects  on  the  programs  included 
life  in  devastated  towns  of  England  and  Italy, 
and  reports  from  correspondents  in  Europe 
and  the  Pacific. 
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SHE  STOLE  THE  SHOW— Stealing 
the  show  is  no  new  experience  for 
Metro’s  Mighty  Moppet,  Margaret 
O’Brien.  So  it  was  not  surprising  when 
her  appearance  on  the  stage  at  Grau- 
man’s  Chinese  brought  from  the  audience 
at  the  Academy  Awards  event  one  of  the 
evening’s  most  enthusiastic  rounds  of  ap- 
plause. Talented  Margaret  was  awarded 
an  “Oscarette,”  which  the  Academy 
board  of  directors  voted  her  as  a special 
kudos  for  being  the  best  child  actress  of 
1944.  Here  she  is  shown  saying  “thank 
you”  and  exhibiting  her  prize. 


Antwerp  Theatres  Closed 
After  Long  Bombardments 

NEW  YORK — London  is  not  the  only  Euro- 
pean city  which  has  felt  the  ravages  of  the 
Nazi  robot  bombs.  According  to  word  re- 
ceived from  Antwerp,  Europe’s  greatest  port, 
bombs  fell  almost  continuously  from  early 
October  to  the  end  of  January.  One  V-bomb 
made  a direct  hit  on  a packed  motion  picture 
theatre  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 

Full  details  of  the  robot  assault  cannot  be 
revealed  because  of  security  considerations, 
but  the  Germans  made  every  effort  to  devas- 
tate the  city  to  deny  the  Allies  the  port  facili- 
ties, through  which  supplies  might  be  tun- 
neled for  the  western  front. 

As  a result  of  the  intensity  of  the  bombard- 
ment, all  motion  picture  shows  for  civilians 
and  all  meetings  of  more  than  50  persons  were 
banned.  The  rule  was  relaxed  later  on  to 
permit  film  showings  to  a limited  number 
of  people. 

Capt.  Gene  Markey,  USN, 

Is  Awarded  Bronze  Star 

WASHINGTON  — Capt.  Gene  Markey, 
USNR,  former  motion  picture  writer-pro- 
ducer, has  received  the  Bronze  Star  medal. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  H.  Struve 
Hensel  made  the  presentation.  Currently  on 
duty  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
Markey  is  serving  as  director  of  navy  photo- 
graphic services. 

He  has  had  three  years’  duty  overseas  and 
in  1942-43  was  on  the  staff  of  Admiral  Halsey 
from  whom  he  received  a citation  for  leading 
a reconnaissance  party  in  the  Solomon  Is- 
lands. 

A veteran  of  both  the  Mexican  Border  cam- 
paign and  the  World  War  I,  Markey  was 
commissioned  in  October  1938  and  in  Septem- 
ber 1941  reported  for  active  duty. 


To  a Spot  in  “The  Harvey  Girls" 

Vera  Lee  has  won  a featured  spot  in  “The 
Harvey  Girls,”  a Metro  production. 


285  Prints  a F ealure 
Maximum  Still  Stands 

WASHINGTON — Second  quarter  allocations 
of  raw  film  stock  have  not  been  set  as  yet, 
it  was  revealed  by  the  WPB  following  the  in- 
dustry committee  session  held  last  week,  but 
another  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  near  fu- 
ture at  which  time  the  allocations  problem 
will  be  discussed  again.  Meantime,  raw  stock 
allocations  of  the  first  quarter  prevail  and 
the  WPB  suggestion  that  285  prints  remain 
as  the  average  maximum  for  a feature  still 
stands. 

One  of  the  major  problems  discussed  was 
the  method  of  allocating  film  to  independent 
producers.  The  WPB  has  proposed  that  a cer- 
tain amount  of  film  be  set  aside  for  the  in- 
dependent producers  as  a whole,  with  the  gov- 
ernment agency  assigning  individual  quotas 
for  individual  producers.  No  commitment 
was  made  as  to  what  amount  of  film  would 
be  set  aside  out  of  the  over-all  quantity  and 
this  matter  will  be  settled  at  the  next  meet- 
ing after  the  WPB  had  received  all  sugges- 
tions from  the  industry  committee  members. 

The  committee  also  was  advised  by  the 
WPB  that  plans  are  under  consideration  for 
the  possible  expansion  of  film  manufacturing 
facilities  but  that  it  was  considered  unlikely, 
however,  that  such  plans  would  materialize. 
One  of  the  objections  to  this  proposal  was  the 
fact  that  it  would  take  about  a year  for  new 
manufacturing  facilities  to  become  effective 
from  a production  standpoint. 

Present  at  the  meeting,  in  addition  to 
Stanley  B.  Adams,  chief,  WPB  consumer 
durable  goods  division  and  Lincoln  V.  Bur- 
rows, chief  WPB  photographic  division,  were 
Neil  Agnew,  Vanguard  Films;  Abe  Schneider, 
Columbia;  Steve  Broidy,  Monogram;  Burt 
Kulick,  PRC;  Barney  Briskin,  Sol  Lesser  Pro- 
ductions; N.  Peter  Rathvon,  RKO  Radio;  Rob- 
ert M.  Savini,  Astor  Pictures;  Edward  C. 
Raftery,  United  Artists;  Sam  Schneider,  War- 
ner Bros.;  A.  W.  Schwalberg,  International 
Pictures;  Ted  Toddy,  Toddy  Pictures;  John 
R.  Wood  jr„  March  of  Time;  Thomas  L. 
Walker,  Edward  Small  Productions;  L.  E. 
Goldhammer,  Film  Classics,  and  Walter  L. 
Titus  jr.,  Republic. 

San  Francisco  Manager 
Wins  National  Contest 

NEW  YORK — Manager  Edward  J.  Leven, 
Telenews  Theatre,  San  Francisco,  has  been 
awarded  a $1,000  war  bond  as  first  prize  in 
a $5,000  national  exploitation  contest  spon- 
sored by  screen  magazines  during  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  drive.  Theatre  managers  submitted 
3,227  individual  entries. 

Nine  other  winners,  each  recipient  of  a $500 
war  bond,  were:  Guy  B.  Anis,  New  Princess 
Theatre,  Lexington,  Tenn.;  Rosa  Hart,  Para- 
mount Theatre,  Lake  Charles,  La.;  John  Hef- 
linger,  Part  Theatre,  Pasadena,  Calif.;  Johnny 
Jones,  Concho  Theatre,  San  Angelo,  Tex.; 
Jack  Matlack,  Broadway  Theatre,  Portland, 
Ore.;  William  S.  Phillips,  State  Theatre,  Ne- 
wark, N.  J.;  Benj.  Serkowich,  Capitol  Thea- 
tre, New  York  City;  Charles  Smakwitz,  Strand 
Theatre,  Albany;  A1  Weiss,  Loew’s  Pitkin  The- 
atre, Brooklyn. 

All  winners  were  selected  on  the  basis  of 
ingenuity  and  effectiveness  of  their  bond- 
selling ideas  and  not  on  the  basis  of  total 
sales  or  increase  in  sales  over  previous  bond 
drives. 


Titus  Back  to  N.  Y. 

BOSTON — Walter  L.  Titus  jr.,  in  charge  of 
branch  operations  for  Republic,  returned  to 
Ihe  home  office  after  a brief  visit  to  the  local 
exchange. 
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Best  Sound  Recording 


Best  Cinematography 


Best  Art  Direction 
(color  film) 
WIARD  IHNEN 


Best  Screenplay 
LAMAR  TROTTI 


(color  film)  E.  H.  HANSEN 

LEON  SHAMROY 
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WILSON 

Best  Film  Editing 
BARBARA  McLEAN 


WILSON  LAURA 


THE  FIGHTING  LADY 


Best  Interior  Decoration 

(color  film) 

THOMAS  LITTLE 


Best  Cinematography 
(black  & white) 

JOSEPH  LaSHELLE 


Best  Documentary  Picture 
LOUIS  de  ROCHEMONT 


COLLECT  AT  EVERY  SHOW!  RED  CROSS  WEEK— MARCH  15-21 


Television  the  Bridge 
Over  Language  Gaps 

SCHENECTADY — A picture  of  television 
as  a medium  which  “bridges  the  barriers  of 
language”  and  which  “in  the  not  too  distant 
future”  will  enable  the  people  of  the  U.S.  to 
see  on  television  screens  “what  is  happening 
in  the  countries  of  our  southern  neighbors, 
and  vice  versa,”  was  drawn  by  Dr.  Ernst  F. 
W.  Alexanderson,  radio  pioneer  and  consult- 
ing engineer  of  the  General  Electric  Co. 
Alexanderson  spoke  to  a delegation  of  Mexi- 
can government  officials  here  to  witness  a 
special  performance  of  television  at  WRGB, 
the  GE  station.  He  stressed  the  point  that 
television  will  contribute  to  growing  inter- 
American  friendship. 

Said  Alexanderson:  “Here  in  Schenectady 
we  look  upon  television  not  just  as  local 
entertainment,  but  as  a new  medium  of  com- 
munication, which  will  eventually  extend  over 
the  continent  and  the  two  continents  of 
North  and  South  America.  The  chain  of  tele- 
vision, which  includes  Schenectady,  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  is  a beginning  of  this. 
We  foresee  the  development  of  a chain  of  re- 
lay stations  touching  every  large  community, 
and  there  is  every  reason  why  these  relay 
chains  should  be  extended  into  Latin  Amer- 
ica.” 

General  Electric  has  worked  out  detailed 
plans  for  the  construction  and  operation  of 
relay  television  stations,  but  will  not  operate 
them.  Large  scale  models  of  this  setup  were 
displayed  by  a General  Electric  engineer  at 
a meeting  of  the  American  Television  Society 
in  New  York  several  months  ago.  Plans  for 
a network  linking  key  and  secondary  cities 
in  New  York  state  which  would  enable  more 
than  90  per  cent  of  the  populace  to  enjoy 
television  at  home,  were  sketched  by  the  GE 
official  at  that  gathering.  The  grouping  of 
regional  networks  connecting  the  larger  cities 
and  eventually  spanning  the  country  was  also 
outlined  by  the  GE  spokesman.  Extension  of 
the  hookup  to  countries  south  of  the  Rio 
Grande  is  considered  entirely  feasible  by 
General  Electric. 


HONORS  FOR  FITZGERALD— Barry 
Fitzgerald,  honored  for  the  best  perform- 
ance by  an  actor  in  a supporting  role  as  a 
result  of  his  part  in  Paramount’s  “Going 
My  Way,”  accepts  his  statuette  from 
Charles  Coburn,  who  last  year  was  the 
recipient  of  the  same  accolade,  as  the 
crowd  in  the  theatre  gave  both  an  ova- 
tion. 


TO  ZANUCK  FOR  “WILSON”— Norma 
Shearer,  widow  of  the  late  Irving  Thal- 
berg,  just  after  she  presented  to  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  the  statue  which  became  his 
when  designated  the  winner  of  the  Irving 
Thalberg  Memorial  Award  for  outstand- 
ing achievement  in  motion  picture  pro- 
duction. Twentieth-Fox’s  “Wilson”  was 
the  picture  that  brought  the  coveted 
recognition  to  Producer  Zanuck. 


Halifax  and  LaGuardia 
On  'Blimp'  Committee 

NEW  YORK — The  British  ambassador  and 
Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  have  accepted 
invitations  to  serve  on  the  honorary  commit- 
tee for  the  Society  of  Illustrators  rehabilita- 
tion premiere  of  UA’s  “Colonel  Blimp”  at  the 
Gotham  Theatre,  March  29,  according  to 
Arthur  William  Brown,  president  of  the 
society. 

The  honorary  committee  as  now  composed 
includes,  besides  Lord  Halifax  and  Mayor  La- 
Guardia, the  following:  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  J. 
Arthur  Rank,  Joseph  V.  Connolly,  John  N. 
Wheeler,  Howard  Chandler  Christy,  James 
Montgomery  Flagg,  John  Golden,  Rear  Ad- 
miral Monroe  Kelly,  USN;  Charles  B.  Mc- 
Cabe, Frank  Crowninshield,  Wallace  Morgan, 
William  Randolph  Hearst  jr.  and  Major  Ed- 
ward Bowes. 

The  “Colonel  Blimp”  premiere,  believed  the 
first  event  of  its  kind  to  be  held  to  further  a 
rehabilitation  program,  is  expected  to  enable 
the  Society  of  Illustrators  to  expand  its  pres- 
ent schedule  of  hospital  sketching  tours  and 
eventually  to  provide  expert  teaching  for 
wounded  service  men  wishing  to  prepare  for 
a career  in  the  graphic  arts. 

Based  on  the  character  created  by  world- 
famous  caricaturist  David  Low,  “Colonel 
Blimp”  is  a Technicolor  production  by 
Michael  Powell  and  Emeric  Pressburger. 
Roger  Livesey  plays  the  title  role;  Deborah 
Kerr  and  Anton  Walbrook  are  also  starred. 


Technicolor  Dividend 

HOLLYWOOD  — Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus, 
president  and  general  manager  of  Techni- 
color, Inc.,  announced  the  board  of  directors 
of  Technicolor,  Inc.,  at  a meeting  held  in 
New  York,  declared  a dividend  of  25  cents  a 
share  payable  April  10  to  stockholders  of  rec- 
ord March  26. 


To  Dance  in  "Yolanda  and  the  Thief" 

Gloria  Alvord,  signed  to  a long-term  pact 
with  Metro,  will  have  a dancing  spot  in  “Yo- 
landa and  the  Thief.” 


Schenck  Urges  Speed 
On  ''Dimes"  Reports 

NEW  YORK — Because  only  eight  states 
ho  ve  submitted  complete  reports  on  their  1945 
March  of  Dimes  collections,  National  Chair- 
man Nicholas  M.  Schenck  and  Treasurer 
Walter  W.  Vincent  are  urging  exhibitors  to 
lose  no  time  in  making  their  final  account- 
ings to  state  chairmen. 

The  eight  complete  reports  disclose  a total 
increase  of  nearly  $150,000  over  the  1944  col- 
lections as  follows: 

West  Virginia,  $40,455  compared  with  $22,- 
349,  and  increase  of  81  per  cent;  north  Cali- 
fornia, $122,080,  boost  of  27  per  cent;  Louisi- 
ana, $77,597,  an  increase  of  one  per  cent; 
Arizona,  $20,859,  92  per  cent;  Alabama,  $55,- 
723,  nine  per  cent;  North  Carolina,  $90,852,  67 
per  cent;  Florida,  $111,996,  42  per  cent;  South 
Carolina,  $32,055,  47  per  cent. 

The  MOD  national  committee  also  urges 
exhibitors  to  return  the  Greer  Garson  ap- 
peal trailer  to  National  Screen  Service  ex- 
changes as  quickly  as  possible  so  that  the 
film  may  be  salvaged. 

No  News  Censoring,  Says 
Head  of  Blue  Network 

NEW  YORK — A letter  formulating  and  ex- 
plaining the  policy  of  the  Blue  Network  con- 
cerning news  broadcasts,  written  by  Mark 
Woods,  president  of  the  network,  has  been 
sent  to  all  managers  of  affiliated  stations. 

Woods  said  that  the  Blue  does  not  censor  its 
newscasters,  analysts  or  commentators.  Under 
its  public  franchise,  it  does  review  all  news 
scripts  in  advance  of  broadcast  to  cover  such 
considerations  as  good  taste,  avoidance  of 
obscene,  indecent  and  profane  language, 
avoidance  of  libel,  compliance  with  the  office 
of  censorship’s  voluntary  code  of  wartime 
practices  and  competent  news  authority. 


U Declares  Dividend 

NEW  YORK — Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc., 
has  declared  a regular  quarterly  dividend  of 
50  cents  per  share  on  the  stock  of  the  com- 
pany, payable  Apr.  30,  1945,  to  stockholders  of 
record  Apr.  16,  1945. 


CROWN  FILM  CHAMP— Jane  Withers, 
Republic  star,  crowns  Bill  Ontville,  “king 
of  the  fans.”  He  is  the  boy  from  The 
Bronx  who  has  seen  705  films  in  the  past 
year  at  a cost  of  $121.35  in  admissions.  He 
is  a student  at  the  Metropolitan  Voca- 
tional High  School,  New  York. 
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WPB  Survey  Gives  Data 
On  Stocks  of  Raw  Film 


By  AL  SHERMAN 

WASHINGTON — A survey  of  the  11  major 
film  producers  and  distributors  reveals  that, 
as  of  Dec.  31,  1944,  there  was  less  than  five 
days’  working  inventory  of  film,  approximately 
10,000,000  feet,  available  for  film  companies  as 
a whole,  according  to  the  WPB. 

The  survey,  as  released  by  the  WPB,  shows 
an  inventory  of  200  pictures  of  which  only  46 
per  cent  were  held  by  the  five  biggest  com- 
panies and  that  a total  of  764  positive  prints 
of  13  feature  pictures  not  scheduled  for  early 
release  was  on  hand. 

Questionnaire  to  Producers 

The  WPB  conducted  the  survey  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  the  accuracy  of  wide- 
spread reports  that  the  major  motion  pic- 
ture producers  and  distributors  have  been 
building  up  unreasonably  large  inventories 
of  pictures  and  raw  stock. 

A questionnaire  was  sent  by  WPB  to  each 
of  the  major  motion  picture  producers  and 
distributors:  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.,  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer  and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  Monogram 
Productions,  Inc.,  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.,  Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum  Corp.,  Republic  Pictures  Corp.,  Twen- 
tieth Century-Pox  Film  Corp.,  United  Artists 
Corp.,  Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  and  War- 
ner Bros.  Pictures,  Inc. 

In  the  questionnaire,  WPB  requested  the 
following  information:  the  names  of  feature 
pictures  completed  but  not  yet  released  for 
general  distribution  as  of  Dec.  31,  1944;  the 
date  of  completion  of  each  picture  on  hand; 
the  proposed  release  date;  the  contemplated 
number  of  prints  per  picture,  and  the  number 
of  prints  on  hand  for  each  picture  as  of  the 
end  of  1944.  WPB  also  requested  information 
concerning  pictures  “finished  shooting”  but 
not  yet  cut,  edited,  and  arranged.  Figures 
on  inventories  of  film  raw  stock  also  were 
requested. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  all  the 
companies  questioned.  Of  the  200  pictures  on 
hand,  117  were  reported  as  having  been  com- 
pleted at  the  end  of  1944.  Only  two  of  the 
five  biggest  companies  and  one  other  major 
producer  held  more  than  the  average  of  11 
completed  pictures  per  company.  One  com- 
pany had  a total  of  17  pictures,  one  had  16, 
and  one  had  14.  Six  companies,  including 
three  of  the  biggest  companies,  held  be- 
tween nine  and  14  pictures  of  the  83  “fin- 
ished shooting,”  or  more  than  the  average 
number  for  all  11  companies. 

Definite  Dates  Set  on  Most 


taled  528.  Further  inquiry  by  WPB  concern- 
ing the  reason  for  these  seemingly  unneces- 
sary prints  revealed  that  more  than  half  of 
the  528  prints  were  available  because  the 
pictures  originally  had  been  scheduled  for 
release,  but  distribution  had  been  held  up 
because  of  conditions  beyond  the  control  of 
the  producers. 

The  major  producers  reported  that  they  ex- 
pect to  make  fewer  than  285  prints  for  do- 
mestic distribution  of  each  of  72  completed 
pictures,  representing  65  per  cent  of  the  111 
completed  pictures  for  which  estimates  on  the 
contemplated  number  of  prints  are  available. 
They  expect  to  make  more  than  285  prints 
of  each  of  39  completed  pictures. 

If  the  number  of  prints  of  each  of  these 
39  pictures  were  held  to  a maximum  of  285, 
approximately  1,300  fewer  prints  would  be 
made,  WPB  said.  A reduction  of  1,300  prints, 
averaging  10,000  feet  per  print,  would  result 
in  a diversion  of  13,000,000  feet  of  film  raw 
stock  in  connection  with  the  pictures  on  hand 
as  of  Dec.  31.  1944. 


Figures  in  the  survey: 

WPB  survey  made  in  January,  1945,  ol  feature  pic- 


tures on  hand  as  of  Dec.  31,  1944: 


Pictures 

Completed 

117 


Pictures 

“Finished 

Shooting" 

83 
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Total  number  on  hand  as  of 

12/31/44  

Number  scheduled  for  release 

prior  to  6/30/45  95 

Number  scheduled  for  release 

after  6/30/45  5 

Number  for  which  no  release 

dates  have  been  set 17 

Grand  total  having  prints 85 

Grand  total  number  of  prints  7,135 
Pictures  not  scheduled  for  re- 
lease having  prints  8 

Number  of  prints  528 

Completed  pictures  not  having 
prints  32  0 

Feature  pictures:  Number  of  prints  to  be  made  in 
the  U.S.  for  domestic  use.  Completed  pictures  on 
hand  as  of  Dec.  31,  1945: 


26 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Class  as  to 

Actual 

Average 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Per 

Prints 

Pictures 

Prints 

Picture 

Under  100 

14 

988 

71 

100  to  149 

13 

1.668 

128 

150  to  199 

19 

3.315 

174 

200  to  249 

16 

3.491 

218 

250  to  285 

10 

2,583 

258 

286  to  349 

31 

9,607 

309 

350  to  400 
Pictures  with 

8 

2,800 

350 

no  prints 

6 

— 

— 

Total 

117 

24.452 

220* 

*111  Pictures. 


Completion  and  release  dates,  feature  pictures  on 
hand  as  of  Dec.  31.  1944: 


The  survey  further  revealed  that  definite 
dates  had  been  set  for  the  release  in  1945 
of  all  but  17  of  the  117  completed  pictures. 
Of  the  83  pictures  “finished  shooting,”  only 
26  had  not  been  scheduled  for  release. 

Of  the  completed  pictures,  70  were  sched- 
uled for  release  in  January,  February  and 
March;  25  in  April,  May  and  June,  and  five 
in  the  last  six  months  of  1945.  Of  the  pic- 
tures “finished  shooting,”  21  were  scheduled 
for  release  in  the  first  quarter,  28  in  the 
second  quarter,  and  eight  in  the  last  two 
quarters  of  1945. 

Positive  prints  had  been  made  for  only  eight 
unreleased  pictures.  These  prints,  as  of  Dec. 
31,  1944,  totaled  7,135.  Seventy-two  of  the 
pictures  were  scheduled  for  release  before 
June  30,  1945,  and  accounted  for  6,371  of  the 
prints. 

Positive  prints  had  been  made  for  only  eight 
of  the  17  completed  pictures  not  scheduled 
for  release.  The  number  of  these  prints  to- 


1944 

Completion 

Dates 

Scheduled 

Completed 

Release 
Dates  1945 
“Finished 
Shooting" 

Prior  to  Jan.  1, 
1944  

6 

January  

0 

25 

3 

February  . 

2 

28 

8 

March  

2 

17 

10 

April 

0 

11 

13 

May  

2 

5 

9 

June  

2 

9 

6 

July  

2 

1 

4 

August 

7 

3 

1 

September 

8 

0 

3 

October 

21 

1 

0 

November 

23 

0 

0 

December 

42 

0 

0 

Not 

Scheduled 

— 

17 

26 

Total  .... 

117 

117 

83 

Join  Cast  of  “Here  Comes  Trouble" 

Milton  Kibbee,  Bud  L.  Buster  and  Betty 
Sinclair  have  been  added  to  the  cast  of  “Here 
Comes  Trouble,”  a Monogram  production. 


War  Film  Distribution 
Methods  Under  Fire 

LOS  ANGELES — “The  greatest  of  care  and 
consideration”  should  be  exercised  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  providing  an  adequate  supply  of 
film  for  military  purposes,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Independ- 
ent Theatre  Owners,  whose  trustees  assem- 
bled here  recently  for  their  first  meeting 
of  1945. 

In  a resolution  to  be  presented  to  Stanley 
Adams,  head  of  the  Consumers  Durable  Goods 
Division,  War  Production  Board,  PCCITO, 
based  its  contentions  on  the  following  three 
points,  set  forth  in  the  resolution: 

1.  ' “Discrimination  against  independent 
exhibitors  and  the  public  wherein  additional 
delayed  clearances  will  result  from  reduction 
of  positive  prints. 

Part  Films  Play  in  Morale 

2.  “Direct  contradiction  of  the  department 
of  justice  federal  court  action  to  prevent, 
under  the  Sherman  Antitrust  Act,  monopoly 
in  delaying  clearances  and  excluding  the  sale 
of  competitive  runs  to  independent  theatre 
owners. 

3.  “Destroying  the  morale-building  effect 
that  timely  motion  pictures  have  had  on  the 
general  public  during  the  war.” 

The  resolution  stated,  further,  that  PCCITO 
is  confident  th?.t  the  results  of  an  over-all 
survey,  together  with  a hearing  with  inde- 
pendent theatre  owner  representation  pres- 
ent, will  justify  that  position. 

Strong  protest  against  the  practice  of  rent- 
ing to  the  nation’s  theatres  “government  films 
made  with  taxpayers’  money”  was  voiced  in 
an  earlier  resolution  adopted  by  the  trustees. 

The  resolution,  which  provided  that  copies 
thereof  be  sent  to  the  army  and  navy  de- 
partments and  to  the  Office  of  War  Infor- 
mation, cited  “The  Fighting  Lady,”  distrib- 
uted by  20th  Century-Fox,  as  a case  of  the 
alleged  objectionable  practice.  It  also  called 
attention  to  recent  stories  appearing  in  the 
trade  press  that  a similar  government  docu- 
mentary film,  treating  with  the  invasion  of 
Iwo  Jima,  was  “being  sought  for  commercial 
distribution  by  several  companies.”  PCCITO’s 
trustees,  in  the  same  resolution,  urged  that 
all  such  subjects  be  distributed  “through  the 
regular  channels,  namely,  OWI,  through  the 
industry’s  War  Activities  Committee,  so  that 
they  can  reach  all  the  people  as  quickly  as 
possible,  thereby  serving  the  government’s 
purposes.” 

Attention  was  devoted  to  the  present  Holly- 
wood studio  strike  and  the  possibility,  which 
since  largely  has  been  removed,  of  it  spread- 
ing to  the  distribution  and  exhibition  ends  of 
the  industry.  A resolution  on  the  situation, 
after  recapping  the  admirable  war  work  done 
by  all  branches  of  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness, expressed  the  hopeful  opinion  that  “the 
sober  judgment  of  the  IATSE  will  not  permit 
it  to  take  any  action  which  would  prevent 
its  members  from  continuing  to  fulfill  their 
obligations  in  furthering  the  war  effort.” 

Patriotic  Program  Praised 

The  trustees’  huddles  lasted  for  three  days. 

The  meeting  paid  no  official  attention  to 
the  request  to  Congress  of  OPA  Administra- 
tor Chester  Bowles  that  he  be  authorized  to 
peg  theatre  admission  prices.  Several  of  those 
attending  the  conferences  expressed  “off  the 
record”  opinions  that  there  was  no  threat 
in  the  Bowles  move  and  that  Congress  would 
receive  it  with  a deaf  ear. 

The  trustees  unanimously  approved  parti- 
cipation by  its  representatives  in  the  Confer- 
ence of  Independent  Exhibitors,  formed  in 
Chicago  February,  1944,  and  strongly  urged  a 
continuance  of  that  cooperation  in  the  future 
through  Hugh  W.  Bruen,  trustee,  and  R.  H. 
Poole,  executive  secretary,  who  were  elected 
to  attend  the  forthcoming  CIE  meeting. 
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TECHNICOLOR  MOTION  PICTURE  CORPORATION 


Herbert  T Kalmus,  President  and  General  Manager 


First  Run  Reports 


As  a further  development  of  the  percentage 
method  of  reporting  picture  grosses  (origi- 
nated by  BOXOFFICE  in  1928),  this  chart 
shows  the  records  made  by  pictures  in  five 
or  more  key  city  engagements.  As  other  runs 
are  reported,  ratings  will  be  added  and  aver- 
ages changed. 


Top  Hit  of  the  Week 

A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn — 


San  Francisco  200 

Pittsburgh  185 

Seattle  180 

Minneapolis  175 

Boston  1G0 

Indianapolis  130 


Computed  in  terms  oi  percentage 
in  relation  to  normal  grosses.  With 

100  per  cent  as  "normal,"  the  fig- 
ures show  the  percentage  ahove 
or  below  that  mark. 

1 

I BOSTON 

. 

BUFFALO 

1 

CHICAGO 

— 

CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

svnva 

DENVER 

to 

UJ 

Z 

o 

5 

to 

UJ 

o 

DETROIT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

KANSAS  CITY 

LOS  ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NEW  HAVEN 

NEW  YORK 

OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA 

PITTSBURGH 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

3H-LV3S 

AVERAGE 

American  Romance,  An  (MGM) 

110 

83 

115 

120 

105 

135 

155 

90 

115 

105 

100 

75 

130 

100 

120 

185 

85 

130 

no 

114 

Blonde  Fever  (MGM) 

100 

93 

95 

100 

100 

100 

125 

100 

no 

100 

102 

Bowery  to  Broadway  (Univ) 

no 

101 

115 

no 

90 

175 

100 

105 

100 

103 

100 

100 

140 

95 

120 

95 

120 

75 

100 

100 

108 

Carolina  Blues  (Col) 

130 

125 

100 

95 

80 

125 



160 

100 

90 

100 

125 

100 

100 

100 

95 

160 

125 

105 

100 

100 

111 

Crime  Doctor’s  Courage,  The  (Col) 

90 

90 

100 

90 

100 

70 

100 

91 

Dark  Waters  (UA) 

130 

131 

no 

100 

200 

165 

160 

90 

85 

190 

75 

150 

175 

135 

Experiment  Perilous  (RKO) 

100 

200 

120 

70 

140 

115 

130 

100 

100 

165 

130 

160 

155 

125 

129 

Fighting  Lady,  The  (20-Fox) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

115 

95 

190 

100 

100 

100 

106 

*For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 

125 

130 

175 

no 

105 

100 

100 

105 

105 

175 

140 

250 

135 

Great  Mike,  The  (PRC) 

100 

100 

no 

100 

100 

no 

100 

150 

109 

Grissly’s  Millions  (Rep) 

100 

120 

no 

100 

100 

100 

100 

165 

100 

111 

Guest  in  the  House  (UA) 

130 

115 

115 

100 

100 

155 

150 

85 

140 

150 

124 

Hangover  Square  (20-Fox) 

125 

90 

150 

105 

90 

115 

103 

175 

190 

127 

Her  Lucky  Night  (Univ) 

125 

100 

100 

100 

85 

102 

Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ) 

110 

no 

148 

97 

140 

120 

170 

90 

125 

140 

125 

Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 

145 

167 

125 

140 

135 

235 

105 

130 

125 

210 

219 

175 

108 

200 

155 

240 

160 

160 

163 

I Love  a Mystery  (Col) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Jade  Mask  (Mono) 

110 

100 

no 

125 

100 

100 

93 

100 

100 

104 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom,  The  (20-Fox) 

135 

105 

130 

113 

90 

120 

165 

85 

175 

168 

175 

125 

90 

285 

no 

155 

150 

145 

160 

150 

142 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) 

120 

88 

115 

125 

175 

95 

120 

98 

85 

100 

96 

125 

100 

90 

135 

120 

112 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (MGM) 

95 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

120 

125 

125 

100 

100 

105 

Man  in  Half  Moon  Street  (Para) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

120 

100 

125 

180 

100 

100 

no 

112 

Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (MGM) 

125 

260 

125 

125 

185 

135 

230 

105 

145 

180 

185 

187 

135 

170 

130 

210 

150 

170 

170 

180 

200 

167 

Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 

125 

135 

no 

130 

90 

100 

128 

100 

115 

100 

160 

175 

60 

175 

no 

120 

121 

Missing  Juror,  The  (Col) 

100 

125 

100 

100 

95 

100 

90 

80 

100 

90 

100 

98 

Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO) 

209 

115 

115 

95 

90 

120 

100 

80 

140 

175 

124 

Music  for  Millions  (MGM) 

130 

140 

170 

150 

135 

165 

215 

158 

National  Velvet  (MGM) 

105 

125 

200 

147 

160 

210 

250 

171 

Night  Club  Girl  (Univ) 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Objective,  Burma!  (WB) 

120 

115 

115 

170 

100 

175 

100 

100 

225 

105 

195 

170 

141 

Our  H’ts  Were  Y’ng  and  Gay  (Para) 

105 

173 

125 

115 

130 

140 

210 

100 

120 

no 

no 

133 

100 

140 

no 

175 

170 

185 

60 

135 

140 

170 

134 

Suspect,  The  (Univ) 

130 

128 

no 

120 

185 

120 

100 

100 

85 

180 

115 

160 

175 

131 

Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO) 

105 

97 

115 

115 

80 

140 

150 

105 

100 

95 

98 

120 

100 

100 

95 

130 

120 

195 

85 

200 

175 

120 

Thin  Man  Goes  Home,  The  (MGM) 

125 

93 

no 

115 

100 

135 

135 

97 

165 

95 

170 

90 

120 

150 

121 

Three  Caballeros,  The  (RKO) 

130 

235 

115 

115 

160 

120 

100 

no 

150 

137 

Three  Is  a Family  (UA) 

100 

86 

125 

95 

70 

160 

90 

100 

100 

150 

90 

150 

125 

100 

no 

110 

Thunderhead  (20 -Fox) 

130 

115 

123 

150 

150 

140 

135 

To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB) 

155 

193 

120 

115 

125 

130 

190 

160 

115 

175 

200 

100 

170 

125 

235 

255 

130 

220 

200 

164 

Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 

140 

214 

105 

90 

125 

150 

100 

130 

100 

133 

no 

100 

125 

120 

125 

175 

127 

Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,  A (20-Fox) 

160 

120 

130 

200 

175 

125 

180 

185 

200 

180 

166 

Winged  Victory  (20-Fox) 

125 

206 

125 

120 

100 

190 

100 

200 

160 

185 

192 

120 

160 

125 

215 

180 

170 

135 

185 

130 

200 

158 
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Produced  by  THE  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  * THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVY  * THE  UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS 

Released  through  THE  OFFICE  OF  WAR  INFORMATION 

Distributed  by  WARNER  BROS,  tor  THE  WAR  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE,  Motion  Picture  industry 


AT  WARNERS’  RALLY— Among  those  who  took  part  in  Warners’  Red  Cross 
rally  at  the  home  office  were  (1-r) : Sam  Kahn,  representing  the  Office  Em- 
ployes Union;  Ralph  W.  Budd,  personnel  director;  Margaret  Hamerstein,  former 
Broadway  actress  just  back  from  overseas  as  a Red  Cross  worker;  Sgt.  Robert 
Smith  of  the  marines,  and  Martin  F.  Bennett,  president  of  the  Warner  Club. 


Paul  Terry  Celebrates  His  Thirtieth 
Anniversary ; Tenth  at  20th-Fox 


NEW  YORK— Paul  Terry,  president  of  Ter- 
rytoons,  this  month  celebrates  his  30th  year 
in  the  film  industry  in 
conjunction  with  20th- 
Fox’s  30th  anniversary, 
and  also  marks  his 
tenth  year  of  associa- 
tion with  the  company. 

Terry  was  a news- 
paper cartoonist  and 
illustrator  for  several 
newspapers  throughout 
the  country  before  he 
took  his  first  steps  in 
the  untrodden  field  of 
animated  cartoons  in 
1915.  He  worked  for 
the  Call  Examiner  and 
Bulletin  in  San  Francisco;  the  Anaconda 
Standard  in  Montana;  the  New  York  Press 
and  King  Features.  One  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  cartoon  field,  Terry  had  an  enormous 
enthusiasm  and  an  unswerving  faith  in  his 
work.  In  the  early  years,  not  much  was 
known  about  the  technique  of  animation,  and 
Terry  turned  out  his  first  cartoon  completely 
on  his  own. 


PAUL  TERRY 


It  was  a back-breaking  job,  requiring  thou- 
sands of  drawings,  photographing  them,  de- 
veloping a suitable  story  idea,  and  the  many 
other  tasks  involved  in  cartoon  making. 


Since  those  formative  years,  Terry  has 
built  his  organization  into  a well-knit  unit 
consisting  of  more  than  100  persons,  working 
at  the  Terry  toon  studios  in  New  Rochelle, 
N.  Y.  Up  to  the  summer  of  1944,  45  men  had 
left  for  the  armed  forces,  and  50  per  cent  of 
the  studio’s  production  was  going  to  the  gov- 
ernment. Terry  is  justifiably  proud  of  hav- 
ing turned  out  382  subjects  in  the  30  years 
he  has  been  in  the  business.  He  produces  20 
Technicolor  cartoons  a year  for  release  by 
20th-Fox. 

Animated  cartoon  production  has  been  de- 
veloped into  a fine  art  at  the  present  time, 
Terry  says,  and  some  idea  of  what  is  in- 
volved in  putting  just  eight  minutes  of  cartoon 
laughter  on  the  screen  can  be  gleaned  from 
a brief  description  of  the  birth  of  a sub- 
ject, which  takes  nine  months  to  produce. 

An  eight-minute  Technicolor  subject  con- 
tains about  50  to  60  scenes.  The  first  stage 
in  its  development  is  a catch-as-catch-can 
conference  in  the  story  department,  where 
the  men  mull  over  ideas  and  discuss  the  gags. 
When  the  story  is  fairly  well  jelled,  pencil 
sketches  are  made  of  the  plot  and  characters, 


hitting  the  highlights  of  the  story. 

After  the  story  department  is  finished,  one 
of  the  four  directors  takes  over  for  the  tim- 
ing of  the  scenes.  The  musical  director  then 
goes  to  work  to  synchronize  his  choice  of 
the  score  with  the  action.  This  is  done  with 
an  electric  metronome.  After  the  sound  ef- 
fects and  voices  have  been  worked  out  in 
accurate  detail  to  suit  the  changing  moods 
of  the  story,  they  are  assembled  on  one  film 
track  at  the  Movietone  News  studios  in  New 
York. 

From  this  point,  the  animations  on  paper 
are  made.  There  are  some  10,000  of  these, 
exclusive  of  the  backgrounds  painted  in  water 
color.  These  paper  animation  drawings  are 
then  passed  on  to  talented  girl  artists,  nearly 
all  of  whom  are  art  students  who  practice 
their  work  in  this  maimer.  They  copy  the 
drawings  onto  transparent  sheets  of  cellu- 
loid with  tiny  camel’s  hair  brushes,  and  other 
girl  artists  paint  them  in  water  colors  on  the 
leverse  side. 

Each  drawing  is  then  photographed  sep- 
arately on  the  appropriate  background  three 
times,  for  the  Technicolor  process.  The  nega- 
tives are  shipped  to  California  as  rapidly  as 
they  are  made  for  processing. 

Some  of  the  executives  of  the  company,  in 
addition  to  Terry,  who  is  president,  include 
William  Weiss,  vice-president;  Philip  Schreib, 
musical  director;  John  Foster,  story  depart- 
ment head,  and  Emanuel  Davis,  John  Conrad 
Basinski,  William  Tyttlo  and  Edwin  Donnelly, 
directors. 


Ohio  County  Reports 
MOD  750%  Over  '44 

New  York — Franklin  County,  Ohio,  has 
shown  an  increase  of  750  per  cent  in  its 
March  of  Dimes  collections  over  1944. 

This  phenomenal  rise  was  due  to  a com- 
bination of  circumstances.  In  previous 
years,  the  infantile  paralysis  fund  was 
part  of  the  county’s  all-inclusive  war 
chest  campaign.  There  were  no  theatre 
collections.  In  1945,  however,  the  war 
chest  did  not  include  the  polio  charity, 
and  collections  were  made.  With  reports 
still  incomplete,  present  indications  point 
to  $22,000  collected  in  theatres  with  an  ad- 
ditional $16,000  from  other  sources.  This 
makes  a total  of  $38,000,  compared  to  the 
$5,000  allotted  in  1944  from  the  county 
war  chest. 


Studios  Strikebound 
Despite  WPB  Order 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
approximately  3,000  office  workers  in  the 
studios. 

Meanwhile,  the  true  issues  of  the  strike  be- 
came increasingly  clear — a battle  to  the  end 
between  Herbert  Sorrell,  head  of  the  Confer- 
ence of  Studio  Unions  and  Richard  Walsh, 
president  of  the  International  Alliance  of 
Theatrical  Stage  Employes,  about  jurisdiction 
over  several  union  groups.  Set  decorators,  the 
extremely  small  group,  over  whose  union  af- 
filiation the  strike  was  originally  called,  and 
their  cause  were  shrinking  into  insignificance 
against  the  broader  aspects  of  the  labor  war. 

An  element  of  suspense  still  clings  to  what 
majority  action  might  be  taken  by  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild.  While  SAG’s  board  originally 
advised  its  members  to  ignore  the  picket 
lines,  a ballot  was  sent  to  all  members  to  de- 
termine what  the  Guild’s  position  shall  be. 
Ballots  were  returnable  no  later  than  Thurs- 
day and  resultant  upon  what  a majority  of 
SAG  members  vote  will  be  the  actors’  further 
attitude.  General  opinion  was  that  SAG 
would  vote  to  avoid  the  strike. 

Strain  on  Producers  Eased 

In-the-middle  position  of  the  producers  was 
considerably  alleviated  through  IATSE 
Walsh’s  assurance  that  he  will  fill  the  places 
of  all  striking  technicians  from  the  ranks  of 
other  unions.  Through  his  efforts  in  that  di- 
rection electricians  have  been  furnished  to 
replace  striking  members  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers,  one  of  the 
striking  groups.  It  was  the  absence  of  these 
juicers  during  the  early  days  of  the  walkout 
which  caused  the  greatest  slowdown  in  pro- 
duction because  the  studio  generators  could 
not  be  operated.  Similar  substitutions  have 
been  made  and  are  being  made  to  replace 
striking  carpenters,  etc. 

That  the  strike  would  drag  on  interminably 
or  until  such  a time  as  the  government  takes 
action  seemed  inevitable.  Local  War  Labor 
Board  officials  held  out  hope  that  would  be 
forthcoming  from  Washington  which  would 
bring  the  matter  to  a quick  head  and  settle- 
ment. 

Perhaps  the  best  summation  of  the  average 
unionite’s  attitude  toward  the  strike  was 
voiced  in  the  announcement  by  the  Screen 
Office  Employes  Guild  of  that  large  group’s 
decision  to  return  to  work. 

SOEG  Reaffirms  Its  Position 

SOEG  reaffirmed  the  position  originally 
taken  at  a membership  meeting  held  on 
March  13,  in  condemning  the  producers  for 
refusing  to  abide  by  a government  agency  ar- 
bitration award.  The  office  workers  also  re- 
iterated their  belief  that  the  Screen  Set 
Designers  are  completely  right  in  their  long- 
standing dispute  with  the  producers  and 
pledged  their  full  support  in  bringing  the 
controversy  to  an  immediate  end. 

“SOEG  was  not  observing  picket  lines  mere- 
ly because  they  were  picket  lines,”  said  an 
executive  board  report  made  to  the  member- 
ship by  Min  Selvin.  “We  are  at  war  and  we 
were  at  war  last  Tuesday.  And  SOEG,  to- 
gether with  all  decent  unions  in  the  country, 
has  agreed  not  to  strike  . . . during  war  time. 

“However,  for  the  workers  of  the  country 
to  be  able  to  abide  by  this  no-strike  pledge, 
it  is  necessary  that  we  also  protect  those  gov- 
ernment agencies  which  have  been  set  up  so 
that  we  are  not  forced  to  strike  in  order  to 
maintain  our  strength  and  unity. 

“The  issues  in  this  strike  situation  today  are 
much  broader  than  they  were  last  Tuesday. 
The  strike  is  now  being  fought  to  settle  con- 
troversies which  have  never  been  submitted 
to  any  government  agency  for  arbitration  or 
settlement.  We  believe  we  can  serve  the  best 
interests  of  our  members  and  of  labor  by  go- 
ing back  to  work.” 
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Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  to  all  those  technicians  and 
craftsmen  who  contributed  to  this  achievement. 
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Sturdivant  Heads  NT 
In  Latin  Americas 

SAN  FRANCISCO— B.  V.  Sturdivant,  vet- 
•erna  theatre  executive  and  northern  Califor- 
nia division  manager  for  Fox  West  Coast 
Theatres,  was  named  by  Charles  P.  Skouras, 
president  of  National  Theatres  Amusement 
Co.,  as  the  Latin-American  manager  for  the 
company,  with  headquarters  in  Mexico  City. 
Sturdivant,  who  has  spent  much  time  in 
Mexico  since  the  first  of  the  year,  was  ex- 
pected to  leave  for  his  new  assignment  with- 
in the  next  few  days. 

Skouras,  in  making  the  announcement,  ex- 
plained to  his  executives  in  this  area  that 
National  Theatres,  an  affiliate  of  20th-Fox 
Film  Corp.,  is  anticipating  an  “ambitious  pro- 
gram" in  the  Latin  Americas,  and  add  that 
Sturdivant  would  act  as  his  representative 
in  formulating  the  plans  which  already  have 
passed  the  blueprint  stage. 

In  speaking  of  the  foreign  program,  Skou- 
ras placed  emphasis  on  a prefabricated  steel 
theatre  which  has  been  developed  by  his 
organization  and  which  is  expected  to  be 
ready  for  a world  market  immediately  after 
cessation  of  hostilities. 

Skouras,  Sturdivant  and  F.  H.  Ricketson  jr.. 
the  latter  president  of  Intermountain  The- 
atres, during  their  most  recent  trip  to  Mex- 
ico conferred  with  executives  of  the  steel 
mills  in  Monterrey  and  Monclova,  who  are 
eager  to  begin  production  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date.  The  theatre  men  also  spent 
considerable  time  with  government  officials 
on  their  plans  for  Mexico. 

Sturdivant,  who  has  been  associated  with 
Skouras  for  almost  two  decades,  has  served 
as  division  manager  in  San  Francisco  since 
1942.  He  has  been  an  active  leader  in  San 
Francisco  civic  affairs.  He  was  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  California  War  Chest  and  was  on 


the  board  of  directors  of  the  following:  San 
Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce,  San  Fran- 
cisco convention  and  tourist  bureau,  T&D, 
Jr.  Enterprises,  Market  Street  Ass’n,  San 
Francisco  Safety  Council,  Golden  State  The- 
atres and  Realty  Co.  and  the  California 
Theatres  Ass’n. 


B.  V.  STURDIVANT 


During  the  Fourth  War  Loan,  Sturdivant 
served  the  industry  as  the  national  campaign 
director  under  Charles  Skouras,  national 
chairman,  and  currently  has  been  serving  in 
the  same  capacity  under  Skouras  for  the 
Army  at  War  art  exhibition  which  is  touring 
the  country  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  U.S. 
treasury  and  war  departments. 


New  Palms  Theatre 
Opens  at  Phoenix 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.— The  Palms  Theatre, 
newest  unit  of  Publix-Rickards-Nace,  Inc., 
had  a gala  opening  here  March  22.  Harry  L. 
Nace,  executive  of  the  circuit,  was  in  charge 
of  the  debut.  The  circuit  operates  theatres 
throughout  Arizona. 

The  inaugural  was  a special  invitational 
affair,  with  Gov.  Sidney  P.  Osborn  of  Ari- 
zona extending  the  invitations.  Guests  in- 
cluded state  and  civic  leaders  and  Hollywood 
celebrities. 

Colorful  ceremonies  and  several  unique  fea- 
tures distinguished  the  opening,  which 
marked  the  Arizona  premiere  of  “Salty 
O’Rourke.”  A specially  produced  dedication 
trailer  featuring  a galaxy  of  Hollywood  stars 
extending  their  congratulations  to  the  cir- 
cuit, the  city  of  Phoenix  and  the  state  of 
Arizona  preceded  the  film  program.  Guests 
received  a souvenir  program  autographed 
by  a large  number  of  film  stars. 

The  theatre,  which  seats  800,  is  of  modern 
design  in  the  native  motif  and  in  harmony 
with  its  surroundings. 


Warners  in  Mexican  Deal 

NEW  YORK — As  a result  of  Mexican  ex- 
hibitors' enthusiasm  for  the  dubbed  version 
of  “To  Have  and  Have  Not,”  Warners  has 
closed  a deal  for  all  of  its  product  for  the 
coming  year  with  the  Operadora  circuit  of  19 
houses. 


Add  Three  to  "The  Gay  Senorita" 

Thurston  Hall,  Isabel  Withers  and  Tommy 
Cook  have  been  added  to  the  cast  of  “The 
Gay  Senorita.” 


INTERNATIONAL  PICTURES 


ca 
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Ill  HMD  B.  IHIlin 

PRODUCTION  DESIGNER 

WINNER  OF  THE  1944  AWARD 
FOR 

ART  DIRECTION 

(COLOR) 

"WILSON” 


LATEST 

TECHNICOLOR 

ASSIGNMENTS 

"IT'S  A PLEASURE!" 
‘COUNTESS  OF  MONTE  CRISTO' 


LATEST 

BLACK  AND  WHITE 
ASSIGNMENTS 

“ALONG  CAME  JONES" 
‘TOMORROW  IS  FOREVER' 


56 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  24,  1945 


CONGRATULATIONS 


to 

E.  H.  Hansen 


and  the  Sound  Department  of 
20th  Century-Fox 

for  their  achievements  in  Sound  Recording 

as  exemplified  in 

Wilson* 


for  which  they  have  received 
the  Academy  Sound  Award 

* Western  Electric 

RECORDING 


Electrical  Research  Products  Division 

OF 

Western  Electric  Company 

INCORPORATED  * * 

233  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK  7,  N.  Y. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  24,  1945 


NT 


57 


THE 


HERALDING  GOOD  TIDINGS  TO  THEATRE  PARTNERS 


L.  E.  Downing,  manager  of  the  Haven 
Theatre,  Brookhaven,  Mass.,  tied  birth- 
days into  his  theatre  and  came  up  with 
a nice  goodwill  campaign.  A herald 
called  attention  to  the  anniversary  week 
schedule  and  told  readers  they  would 
be  given  a card  when  they  attended 
the  theatre  that  week  and,  if  used  as 
instructed,  they  would  receive  a pass. 

The  cards  were  filled  out  with  the 
name,  address  and  birth  date,  then  filed 
in  order  of  date.  When  the  date  arrived 
they  were  pulled  and  called.  The  cards 
offered  birthday  greetings  and  a pass 
on  that  or  the  following  day. 


Don  C.  Douglas  of  Robb  <&  Rowley 
United,  Inc.,  writes  from  Dallas,  Texas: 

“The  proper  proportion  of  screen  ad- 
vertising has  long  been  accepted  by 
our  public  as  a part  of  our  screen  pro- 
gram. It  gives  a local  touch  to  our 
operation,  and  for  the  merchant  it 
affords  a medium  of  advertising  more 
compelling  than  any  other  form. 

“And  for  us,  there  will  come  a time 
when  the  revenue  from  this  source  will 
be  more  appreciated  than  it  may  be 
today." 


Robb  <£  Rowley  have  been  using  Alexander 
Service  in  all  their  theatres  since  1936. 


We  now  have  nearly  10,000  theatres  under  agreement  to  screen 
Alexander  productions  in  this  country.  Many  of  our  Theatre  Partners  plan 
to  use  this  additional  revenue  for  practical  theatre  improvement  — better 
seats;  better  projection;  air-conditioning;  more  attractive  marquee;  drink- 
ing fountains;  other  improvements  to  draw  more  patronage. 


THIS  AD  REVENUE  IS  SOMETHING  YOU  CAN  DEFINITELY  COUNT  ON. 


The  World's 
Largest 


Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado 


Southerner  Issues  14 
Fire  Prevention  Rules 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Fire  prevention  for 
theatre  managers  is  always  a dominant 
theme.  Ed  Kidwell,  general  manager  of  the 
Standard  Theatres  of  Oklahoma  City,  lists  14 
rules  for  managers  in  a bulletin  put  out  by 
the  company.  He  says  the  bulletin  has  been 
published  before  but  that  a timely  spring 
repetition  would  not  be  amiss.  The  items  are: 

1.  Daily  inspection  of  your  house  is  im- 
perative. Have  your  assistant,  or  in  smaller 
operations,  your  doorman,  accompany  you 
occasionally.  He  will  learn  what  to  look  for 
and  may  show  you  something  you’ve  over- 
looked. 

2.  Check  all  exit  doors,  make  sure  they  are 
working  freely  and  that  nothing  blocks  the 
exit  area  on  either  side. 

3.  Look  for  accumulations  of  trash,  waste 
and  debris.  Many  fires  are  started  from 
such  waste. 

4.  Check  restrooms,  lounges  and  auditor- 
ium for  signs  of  careless  smokers.  Watch 
the  people  who  enter  the  foyer  carrying 
lighted  cigarets  or  other  forms  of  tobacco 
Remove  from  sand  jars  all  smoldering  cigars 
and  cigarets.  These  sometimes  flare  up  and 
always  cause  an  odor. 

5.  Inspect  under  cushions  of  divans  and 
lounges.  There  are  patrons  who  will  put 
cigarets  in  such  places. 

6.  Instruct  staff  to  report  at  once  any 
smell  of  smoke. 

7.  Check  all  outlet  plugs  for  possible  short 
circuiting,  make  a weekly  check  of  all  switch 
boxes.  Remove  any  dust  found  there. 

8.  Inspect  all  fire  extinguishers  regularly. 
See  that  ends  are  open.  In  houses  equipped 
with  fire  hose  see  that  it  is  in  good  condi- 
tion,' properly  racked  and  that  hose  end  is 
not  plugged. 

9.  No  room,  except  manager’s  office, 
should  be  locked. 

10.  Make  regular  inspection  at  closing 
time.  Many  fires  start  after  the  house  is 
darkened  for  the  night. 

11.  Do  not  permit  many  standees  in  your 
theatre  ...  a “holdout”  line  should  be 
formed  when  even  more  than  20  seats  are 
vacant.  These  can  be  filled  from  the  line 
outside.  When  the  foyer  is  jammed  the 
standing  patrons  are  in  the  way  and  are  a 
menace. 

12.  Every  theatre  should  run  a “no  smok- 
ing” trailer  on  every  show. 

13.  Staff  should  be  assigned  each  to  a par- 
ticular duty  in  case  of  fire  and  frequent 
drills  should  be  held  in  order  to  familiarize 
them  with  these  duties. 

14.  The  phone  numbers  of  the  police,  the 
nearest  fire  station,  two  or  three  ambulance 
services  and  a doctor’s  exchange  should  be 
posted  at  every  phone  in  your  theatre. 

Dub  Danny  Kaye  Honorary 
Boro  President  Pro  Tem 

NEW  YORK — Borough  President  of  Brook- 
lyn, John  G.  Cashmore,  designated  Danny 
Kaye  honorary  borough  president  when  the 
film  star  acted  as  master  of  ceremonies  at 
Brooklyn’s  “Salute  to  the  Wonder  Borough 
Day.” 

Awards  were  made  to  Brooklyn’s  leading 
blood  donor,  the  nurse’s  aid  with  the  largest 
number  of  hours  of  service,  the  war  worker 
with  the  best  production  record,  the  families 
of  Meyer  Levin  and  Lieut.  Robert  Packer 
(first  American  soldier  to  reach  the  Rhine), 
the  schoolboy  and  schoolgirl  credited  with  the 
finest  job  of  salvage  collection,  the  leading- 
salesman  of  V-bonds,  and  officials  from  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard  and  the  Brooklyn  port 
of  embarkation. 
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COLUMBIA 

One  Mysterious  Night  (Col) — Chester  Mor- 
ris, Janis  Carter.  Good  by  what  few  saw  it — 
did  not  seem  to  draw  the  second  night.  It 
seems  we  must  have  a western  to  draw  on  a 
midweek  showing.  Lenten  season  also  keeps 
some  away  which  we  must  expect.  Played 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good. — W.  H.  Swan, 
Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural  patronage. 

Sagebrush  Heroes  (Col) — Charles  Starrett, 
Dub  Taylor,  Constance  Worth,  Elvin  Field. 
This  western  was  a bit  different  than  most 
and  drew  extra  business.  Doubled  with 
"She's  a Soldier,  Too"  (Col).  The  latter  is  a 
sleeper  that  really  has  the  family  appeal. 
Played  Saturday.  Weather:  Good. — Gray 
Barker,  Ass't  Projectionist,  Pictureland,  Glen- 
ville,  W.  Va. 

Sergeant  Mike  (Col) — Jeanne  Bates,  Larry 
Park,  Loren  Tindall.  The  title  was  misleading 
and  did'  not  help  business.  Our  patrons  do 
not  seem  to  be  interested  in  anything  per- 
taining to  war.  The  picture  was  enjoyed  by 
those  attending.  Played  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Clear. — H.  Goldson,  Plaza,  Chicago, 
111.  Neighborhood  patronage. 

Strange  Affair  (Col) — Allyn  Joslyn,  Evelyn 
Keyes,  Marguerite  Chapman,  Edgar  Buchanan. 
Here  is  a good  feature  that  is  worth- 
while showing.  Somehow  it  didn't  do  average, 
by  any  means,  but  it  satisfied  those  who  did 
come.  Played  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair. — 
Leonard  J.  Leise,  Rand,  Randolph,  Neb.  Rural 
and  small  town  patronage. 

Together  Again  (Col)' — Irene  Dunne,  Charles 
Boyer,  Charles  Coburn,  Mona  Freeman. 
Pleased  generally  and  business  average,  but 
nothing  to  write  home  about.- — B.  R.  Johnson, 
Roxy,  Nipawin,  Sask.,  Canada.  Rural  pa- 
tronage. 

METRO-GOLD  WYN-MAYER 

American  Romance,  An  (M-G-M) — Brian 
Donlevy,  Ann  Richards,  Walter  Abel.  Nothing 
wrong  with  this  picture  except  that  it  didn't 
do  any  business.  Some  good  scenes  of  big 
industrial  plants,  especially  the  aircraft  fac- 
tory, but  our  patrons  didn't  go  for  it.  Played 
on  our  best  change  to  very  poor  business. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair.- — Mayme  P. 
Musselman,  Princess,  Lincoln,  Kas.  Small 
town  patronage. 

Maisie  Goes  to  Reno  (M-G-M) — Ann  Soth- 
ern,  John  Hodiak,  Tom  Drake,  Marte  Linden. 
Well  liked.  A fair  comedy.  Everything  okay. 
Played  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good. — 
M.  W.  Mattecheck,  Mack,  McMinnville,  Ore. 
Local  and  farm  patronage. 

See  Here,  Private  Hargrove  (M-G-M) — Rob- 
ert Walker,  Donna  Reed,  Keenan  Wynne.  A 
good  picture  and  business  was  fair.  Played 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Okay. — C.  L.  Niles,  Niles, 
Anamosa,  Iowa.  Rural  patronage. 

PARAMOUNT 

Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret  (Para) — Jimmy 
Lydon,  Charles  Smith,  John  Litel,  Olive  Blake- 
ney.  These  will  not  do  any  business  for  me 
any  more.  I don't  want  to  hear  of  Henry  again. 
Played  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good. — Otto  W. 
Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage. 

I Love  a Soldier  (Para) — Paulette  Goddard, 
Sonny  Tufts,  Beulah  Bondi,  Barry  Fitzgerald. 
I had  many  good  comments  on  this  and  all 
seemed  very  pleased.  They  seem  to  go  for 
this  type  of  entertainment.  Played  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Good. — Otto  W.  Chapek,  Annex, 


Anamoose,  N.  D.  Small  town  and  rural  pa- 
tronage. 

National  Barn  Dance  (Para) — Jean  Heather, 
Charles  Quigley,  Robert  Benchley,  Mabel 
Paige.  A sleeper.  Well  received.  Good  en- 
tertainment in  its  class.  Played  Thurs.,  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Good. — M.  W.  Mattecheck, 
Mack,  McMinnville,  Ore.  Local  and  farm  pa- 
tronage. 

Reap  the  Wild  Wind  (Para) — Ray  Milland, 
Paulette  Goddard,  John  Wayne,  Raymond 
Massey.  We  played  a late  return  engage- 
ment; result:  Print  had  so  many  splices  the 
audience  thought  we  were  popping  corn  on 
the  stage.  They  really  crowded  in  to  see  this 
one.  Played  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Good. — 
Gray  Barker,  Ass't  Projectionist,  Pictureland, 
Glenville,  W.  Va.  Rural  and  small  town 
patronage. 

RKO  RADIO 

iron  Major,  The  (RKO) — Pat  O'Brien,  Ruth 
Warrick,  Robert  Ryan.  An  oldie  that  should 
be  ageless.  Very  fine.  No  business  here  be- 
cause of  the  title.  People  who  came  gave  it 
raves.  A little  leg  art  on  paper  might  have 
helped.  Moviegoers  are  funny  that  way. 
Played  Wednesday.  Weather:  Good. — John- 
nie Hyne,  Community,  Conde,  S.  D.  Rural 
and  small  town  patronage. 

Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) — Edward  G. 
Robinson,  Raymond  Massey,  Edmund  Breon, 
Joan  Bennett.  Something  a bit  different  from 
the  regular  runs  of  "whodunits."  It  satisfied 
our  customers — business  above  par.  Played 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Clear. — H.  Goldson,  Plaza, 
Chicago,  111.  Neighborhood  patronage. 

Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO) — Edward  G. 
Robinson,  Raymond  Massey,  Edmond  Breon, 
Joan  Bennett.  Good  entertainment.  Over- 
rated in  terms — consequently  hardly  satisfac- 
tory business.  Played  Sat.  to  Sat. — Hugh  W. 
Bruen,  Whittier  and  Wardman,  Whittier,  Calif. 
Best  type  patronage. 

S.  Dakota's  Johnnie  Hyne 
Keeps  Plenty  Busy 

Johnnie  Hyne  of  Conde,  S.  D.,  has  only 
had  his  Community  Theatre  there  14 
months  but  he  started  in  the  “entertain- 
ment racket,”  as  he  puts  it,  some  20  years 
ago.  He  was  a musician  then  and  still 
is,  but  he  added  a seven  town  16mm  cir- 
cuit, when  that  became  a popular  field. 
Wartime  restrictions  steered  him  into  the 
legitimate  theatre. 

The  manpower  shortage  is  eased  up  for 
him  by  the  fact  that  his  wife  usually  sells 
the  tickets  and  his  oldest  daughter  and 
his  son  take  turns  at  the  door.  Hyne  him- 
self presides  in  the  booth  and  finds  his 
music  and  radio  experience  is  very  im- 
portant there. 

However,  the  Hynes  have  other  inter- 
ests, if  you  please.  There’s  the  poultry 
farm,  and  the  orchestra — and  then  dur- 
ing the  present  emergency,  father  does 
quite  a little  welding  and  farm  casting 
work.  All  this  in  addition  to  the  photog- 
raphy and  promotion  activities  for  the 
theatre. 

Hyne  thinks  one  of  the  major  prob- 
lems with  exhibitors  today  is  the  loss  from 
population  decrease  through  the  armed 
services  and  war  plants.  Also,  the  small 
theatre  plays  too  far  behind  the  release 
date  to  capitalize  on  the  national  adver- 
tising, and  suggests  maybe  the  producers 
could  spread  it  out  a little  more  to  help 
the  little  guy  out. 


REPUBLIC 

Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) — Vera  Hruba 
Ralston,  Eugene  Pallette,  Vera  Vague,  Rob- 
ert Livingston.  A very  good  picture  but  the 
crowd  rather  disappointing  as  Republic  does 
not  advertise  as  do  the  majors.  Some  day  it 
will  get  in  the  major  group  if  it  keeps  on. 
Played  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.' — Ken  Gorhan,  Town 
Hall,  Middlebury,  Vt.  General  and  college 
patronage. 

Man  From  Music  Mountain  (Rep) — Roy 
Rogers,  "Trigger,"  Bob  Nolan,  Ruth  Terry. 
What  price  super-dupers?  This  old  Roy  Rog- 
ers gave  me  a better  gross  on  midweek  than 
I usually  get  on  Sunday  with  an  "A"  picture. 
Guess  this  local  cross  section  of  Americana 
is  still  hillbilly  at  heart.  Played  Wednesday 
Weather:  Normal. — Johnnie  Hyne,  Community. 
Conde,  S.  D.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 

20th  CENTURY-FOX 

Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) — Documentary. 
Superb.  Superior  to  other  films  of  this  type. 
Every  theatre  in  the  nation  should  play  it. 
Swell  color. — Bob  Schwall,  State,  Ipswich,  S. 
D.  Rural  patronage. 

In  the  Meantime,  Darling  (20th-Fox) — Jeanne 
Crain,  Frank  Latimore,  Eugene  Pallette,  Mary 
Nash.  Played  on  cash  night  to  fine  business 
and  the  picture  pleased.  No  names  in  it  ex- 
cept Jeanne  Crain  and  she  was  tops.  Played 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good. — W.  J.  Haney, 
Milan,  Milan,  Ind.  Low  income  patronage. 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) — Gregory 
Peck,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Vincent  Price,  Rose 
Stradner.  Quality  production,  attracting  many 
ncnregular  patrons.  Good  for  industry  but 
business  dropped  before  the  end  of  the  run. 
Flayed  Wed.  to  Wed. — Hugh  W.  Bruen;  Whit- 
tier and  Wardman,  Whittier,  Calif.  Best  pa- 
tronage. 

Sweet  and  Lowdown  (20th-Fox)  — Benny 
Goodman  and  band,  Linda  Darnell,  Lynn  Bari. 
Business  fair  and  just  a fair  picture.  Should 
be  a double  feature.  Played  Tues.,  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Okay. — C.  L.  Niles,  Niles, 
Anamosa,  Iowa:  Rural  patronage. 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

Forty  Thieves  (UA) — William  Boyd,  Andy 
Clyde,  Jimmy  Rogers,  Douglas  Dumbrille.  The 
last  of  this  series  of  Hoppys  have  all  been 
good.  Too  bad  they  stopped  making  them. 
Played  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Fair. — Otto  W. 
Chapek,  Annex,  Anamoose,  N.  D.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage. 

Hoppy  Serves  a Writ  (UA) — William  Boyd, 
Andy  Clyde,  Jay  Kirby,  Victor  Jory.  Fine — a 
good  picture  and  just  the  amount  of  action 
our  fans  want.  Old  Andy  Clyde  stole  the 
show.  Played  Wednesday.  Weather:  Cold.- — 
W.  H.  Swan,  Auditorium,  Roscoe,  S.  D.  Rural 
patronage. 

WARNER  BROS. 

Devil  Boats  (WB) — Runs  20  minutes.  An  ex- 
ceptionally fine  short  on  the  PT  boats.  Beau- 
tiful Technicolor  and  continuity.  My  print  was 
very  fuzzy,  which  spoiled  things  from  the 
operator's  point  of  view.  Played  Sat.,  Sun. — 
Johnnie  Hyne,  Community,  Conde,  S.  D.  Ru- 
ral and  small  town  patronage. 

Hollywood  Canteen  (WB) — Jack  Benny,  Jack 
Carson,  Bette  Davis,  Joan  Leslie,  all-star  cast. 
In  my  opinion  this  was  one  of  the  most  out- 
standing pictures  of  the  year.  The  acting  of 
all  the  stars  was  more  than  perfect  and  it 
makes  us  all  feel  they  are  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  do  the  things  we  would  like  to  do  to 
help.  We  ran  this  picture  three  days  at  the 
Queen  Theatre  (a  second  run  house)  and  had 
standing  room  only  for  two  days.  Even  all  of 
our  employes  on  their  time  off  saw  it  and  are 
still  talking  about  it.  It  makes  us  feel  that 
every  American  could  do  more  to  help  oui 
service  men.  Played  Sun.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Rain  and  Cold. — L.  D.  Brown,  Queen,  Brown- 
wood,  Tex.  General  patronage. 
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Television  Producers  "Lambasted" 


NEW  YORK — Video  producers  were  given 
an  opportunity  to  learn  what  actors  thought 
of  them  and  their  medium  when  the  Ameri- 
can Television  Society  turned  its  monthly 
meeting  into  a symposium  called:  “Talent 
Looks  at  Television.”  More  than  a hundred 
video  enthusiasts  attended  the  session,  held 
in  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  auditorium. 

Selma  Lee  opened  the  session  by  outlining 
the  way  in  which  her  agency,  the  William 
Morris  office,  hopes  to  conduct  future  rela- 
tions with  video  producers.  Acting  as  mis- 
tress of  ceremonies  in  lieu  of  David  Hale  Hal- 
pern,  Miss  Lee  introduced  several  clients, 
among  them  Pearl  Primus,  Virginia  Smith, 
Ruth  Carmen,  Sgt.  N.  Gayle  Gitterman,  Har- 


vey Marlowe,  Nanette  Fabray  and  Paul  Mann. 

Miss  Primus  drew  biggest  hand  when,  after 
stressing  need  of  deeper  stages  in  order  to  give 
flexibility  to  dance  telecasts,  she  entreated 
her  audience  to  “help  make  television  a ve- 
hicle for  racial  understanding.” 

Nanette  Fabray  suggested  there  be  a work- 
shop for  actors:  Sergeant  Gitterman  spoke  on 
the  effect  of  motion  pictures  on  television: 
Harvey  Marlowe  urged  producers  and  camera- 
men to  work  in  closer  unity;  Ruth  Carman 
spoke  on  the  growing  importance  of  child  ac- 
tors in  television;  Virginia  Smith  criticized 
writers  for  turning  out  un-playable  scripts, 
and  Paul  Muni  voiced  his  opinion  that  “di- 
rectors know  nothing  of  their  medium.” 


A Surprised  Gate-Crasher 
Attends  Church  Services 

ATLANTA — A young  gate-crasher  here  has 
learned  a lesson,  according  to  George  Good- 
ale  of  Rome,  Ga.,  former  owner  of  the  Bir- 
mingham, Ala.,  film  exchange. 

The  boy,  noticing  a crowd  going  into  the 
Gordon  Theatre  at  Rome  a few  Sundays 
ago,  hung  around  until  he  was  able  to  slip 
in  without,  he  thought,  being  seen.  He  went 
to  a great  deal  of  trouble  to  “crash  the  gate.” 

Inside,  he  selected  a seat  over  next  to  the 
wall  where  he  wouldn’t  be  noticed.  The 
house  filled  up  and  he  was  safe  with  a whole 
row  of  folks  between  him  and  the  aisle. 
After  a While,  he  turned  to  the  man  next  to 
him  and  asked,  “When’s  the  movies  going 
to  start?” 

“Movies?  We’re  not  having  movies,  son,” 
the  man  answered,  “this  is  a church  service. 
Our  church  is  being  repaired  and  we  are 
meeting  here.” 

“Oh,”  the  boy  gulped.  Then  he  decided 
he  wanted  out,  but  the  folks  in  the  same 
row  knew  what  he  had  done  and  refused  to 
budge,  so  he  had  to  sit  through  the  service. 


Tito  Guizar  Appearance 
Increases  Attendance 

GALVESTON— Manager  J.  D.  Hillhouse  of 
the  State  Theatre  took  advantage  of  Tito 
Guizar’s  personal  appearance  at  the  City 
Auditorium  to  tie  in  his  booking  of  “Brazil,” 
Republic’s  musical  costarring  Guizar.  Hill- 
house  reports  excellent  boxoffice  results, 
thanks  in  part  to  the  cooperation  of  the 
Mexican  consul. 

The  City  Auditorium  displayed  a poster 
heralding  “The  Singing  Idol  of  All  the  Amer- 
icas, Tito  Guizar  in  ‘Brazil’  ” in  its  lobby  to 
announce  the  “In  Person”  and  “On  Screen” 
engagement. 

Jack  Skirball  Arranging 
Sales  Plans  for  Films 

NEW  YORK — Jack  H.  Skirball,  producer  of 
“It’s  in  the  Bag,”  starring  Fred  Allen,  and 
“What  Every  Woman  Wants,”  costarring 
Claudette  Colbert  and  Don  Ameche,  has  ar- 
rived from  Hollywood. 

During  his  stay  he  will  confer  with  UA  of- 
ficials on  plans  for  advertising,  promoting 
and  distributing  the  two  features. 


SUPER-POP  Gets 
Top  Billing  Everywhere! 

IOWA  POPPERS  Write: 

“Your  Super-Pop  Is  Swell: 

“Couldn’t  ask  for  better  quality.  Customers  really  go  for  it.  We  get 
lots  more  boxes  of  popped  corn  from  each  100  pounds.  Really  rings 
the  cash  register.” — C.  V.  Stewart,  Mgr.,  Mayfair,  Shenandoah. 

“Finest  Popping  Corn  I’ve  Ever  Had: 

“Popping  volume  is  superior  to  any  I have  used.  Flavor  is  fine,  crisp 
and  crunchy,  as  hull-less  as  anyone  could  possibly  expect.  Have  placed 
an  order  for  5,000  pounds  more.” — Frank  Good,  Mgr.,  Iowana,  Red  Oak. 

“Can’t  Say  Too  Much  About  . . . Super-Pop: 

“Excellent  flavor,  tender  and  crisp,  high  popping  volume.  If  any  popped 
corn  is  left  over,  which  is  seldom,  you  can’t  tell  it  from  fresh.  Have 
bought  4,000  pounds  and  want  more.” — Bruce  Holdridge,  Mgr.,  State, 
Shenandoah. 

POPPER'S  SUPPLY  CO.,  Kansas  City  8,  Mo.,  116  W.  18th  (Tel.  HArrison 
7941),  is  exclusive  distributor  in  the  U.S.  Deal  direct  with  us  and  grower, 
with  guaranteed  delivery,  starting  about  Sept.  1,  1945.  Shipment  sub- 
ject to  your  inspection.  Western  office:  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  2015  S.  Ver- 
mont. Bank  references  if  desired. 


Sleiiinius  Appears  in 
Dumbarton  Oaks  Film 

NEW  YORK — Made  by  the  industry  for 
the  department  of  state  and  the  OWI, 
“Watchtower  Over  Tomorrow,”  a 15-minute 
short  subject  dealing  with  the  Dumbarton 
Oaks  plan  for  an  international  security  or- 
ganization to  maintain  the  peace  will  be  re- 
leased March  29,  one  month  prior  to  the 
United  Nations  Conference  in  San  Francisco. 
It  features  Secretary  of  State  Edward  R. 
Stettinius. 

“Watchtower  Over  Tomorrow,”  according 
to  the  War  Activities  Committee  is  one  of  26 
films  which  16,253  theatres  have  pledged 
themselves  to  play.  Because  of  the  importance 
of  the  film,  WAC  distributor  chairmen  in 
each  of  the  31  exchange  areas  will  personally 
handle  distribution. 

Ben  Hecht  suggested  the  title  and  wrote 
the  original  story  treatment.  John  Cromwell, 
president  of  the  Screen  Directors  Guild  and 
chairman  of  the  Hollywood  division  of  the 
WAC  directed  it.  Jerry  Bresler,  M-G-M  short 
subject  producer,  is  listed  as  the  producer  of 
the  short.  The  entire  industry  cooperated. 

The  sequence  featuring  Secretary  Stettinius 
was  made  in  Mexico  City  after  he  returned 
from  the  Crimea  Conference.  A special  crew 
under  Cromwell’s  direction  filmed  it. 

Secretary  Stettinius  says  in  part: 

“It  has  fallen  to  our  lot — yours  and  mine — 
to  live  at  one  of  the  great  crossroads  of  his- 
tory. We  are  faced  with  the  necessity  and 
the  opportunity  of  making  great  national  de- 
cisions that  will  affect  the  course  of  our  lives 
for  many  years  to  come.  Our  young  men  are 
fighting  and  dying  that  we  may  have  the  op- 
portunity to  make  these  decisions  . . .” 

In  expressing  his  thanks  to  the  industry, 
he  stated:  “Our  appreciation  is  due  to  the 
War  Activities  Committee  <of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry)  for  the  patriotic  effort  it  is 
making  through  this  picture  to  bring  thea- 
tre audiences  an  idea  of  what  a United  Na- 
tions organization  can  mean  for  the  men  and 
women  and  children  of  our  country.” 

Wage  Dispute  Closes  All 
Film  Theatres  in  Paris 

NEW  YORK — Theatres  in  Paris  were 
closed  during  the  week  when  ushers,  ticket- 
takers,  cashiers  and  other  personnel  went 
out  on  strike  because  of  a salary  dispute  with 
the  operators,  according  to  cabled  reports 
from  France. 

The  strikers’  committee  declared  that  it  had 
been  promised  a 40  per  cent  increase  in  wages, 
half  to  be  effective  March  1,  and  the  other 
half  as  soon  as  the  governmental  authorities 
confirmed  higher  prices  for  seats.  Another 
claim  was  that  some  cashiers  earn  about  $15 
in  American  money  a week,  and  that  this  sum 
was  far  below  subsistence  standards. 

The  theatre  operators’  stand  was  that  be- 
cause of  the  high  taxes  on  amusements,  they 
were  losing  money,  and  unless  the  govern- 
ment raised  the  price  of  admissions,  they 
said,  they  were  unable  to  meet  the  employes’ 
demands. 

Loew's  Financial  Report 
Shows  a Profit  Increase 

NEW  YORK — The  net  profit  of  Loew’s, 
Inc.,  for  the  12  weeks  ended  Nov.  23,  1944, 
amounted  to  $2,878,242,  according  to  the  com- 
parative earnings  statement  just  released  by 
David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and  treas- 
urer. Common  stock  netted  $1.71  per  share. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  over  those 
covering  a like  period  in  the  previous  year. 
For  the  12  weeks  ended  Nov.  23,  1943,  the  re- 
port shows  the  company’s  net  profit  after  de- 
duction of  federal  taxes  were  $2,796,861, 
equivalent  to  $1.67  per  share  of  common  stock. 
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Payette's  V-E  Pledge 
Is  Adopted  in  D.  C. 

WASHINGTON— John  J.  Payette  and  the 
Warner  Bros.  Theatre  organization  were  hon- 
ored when  the  District  of  Columbia  Commit- 
tee for  V-E  Day  utilized  an  item  of  the  thea- 
tres’ plans  as  part  of  the  Washington  cam- 
paign. 

Back  in  September,  1944,  when  folks  were 
talking  about  early  victory  in  Europe,  the 
D.  C.  committee  went  on  record  that  any  cele- 
bration should  be  in  the  nature  of  rededica- 
tion to  the  unfinished  war  in  the  Pacific.  At 
the  same  time,  Payette  inspired  the  writing 
of  a pledge  for  all  theatre  employes  wherein 
the  purposes  of  V-E  Day  were  set  forth,  and 
each  employe  pledged  himself  to  work  on  V-E 
Day  and  pray  for  early  victory  in  the  Pacific. 
These  pledges  were  distributed  to  managers 
of  44  theatres  in  the  Washington  territory. 
Signatures  were  obtained  and  in  every  cir- 
cumstance, employes  were  happy  to  sign. 

Meeting  with  the  Washington  Committee 
for  V-E  Day,  Payette,  who  incidentally  is  also 
a member,  informed  them  of  the  pledge.  The 
committee  requested  copies  and  sent  them  to 
Washington  business  men,  organizations,  etc. 
with  the  suggestion  they  do  likewise.  The 
pledge  follows: 

“Whereas,  we  know  that  the  defeat  of  Ger- 
many will  be  a memorable  day  in  world  his- 
tory and  yet  are  of  the  belief  that  the  day  of 
victory  in  Europe  will  mark  only  the  termin- 
ation of  that  phase  of  the  war  and  that  an 
equally  dificult  task  still  faces  us  in  the  Pa- 
cific: 

“Now,  therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  ex- 
press our  belief  that  V-E  Day  should  be  de- 
voted to  prayer,  work  and  thanksgiving. 

“In  that  belief,  we  freely  pledge  that  on 
V-E  Day  we  will  do  our  jobs  as  on  any  other 
day;  that  we  will  mark  the  day  by  further 
dedicating  ourselves  in  work  and  prayer  to  an 
early  victory  over  our  enemy  in  the  Pacific, 
for  complete  victory  can  only  come  with  the 
unconditional  surrender  of  Japan.” 

Payette  also  made  the  pledge  available  to 
other  theatre  men,  who,  through  the  MPTO 
of  D.  C.,  mac}e  a request  for  copies. 

MPPDA  Board  May  Act  on 
Eric  Johnston  Contract 

NEW  YORK — The  annual  report  by  Will 
H.  Hays,  president  of  the  MPPDA,  will  be 
made  at  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  organization  Monday,  March  26, 
and  will  feature  an  analysis  of  the  postwar 
adjustments  incumbent  upon  the  film  indus- 
try at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  in  Europe. 
The  report  will  also  review  in  detail  the 
activities  of  the  industry  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  expected  that  the  board  may  make  a 
decision  on  the  appointment  of  Eric  Johnston 
to  a high  executive  post  with  the  MPPDA. 
Negotiations  have  been  in  progress  for  several 
months,  with  both  parties  giving  the  matter 
thorough  consideration.  Johnston  is  president 
of  the  U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

In  last  year’s  report  to  the  board,  Hays 
dealt  mainly  with  the  record  of  the  indus- 
try’s participation  in  the  war  effort.  This 
year,  with  the  war  situation  considerably 
brighter,  the  accent  will  be  on  postwar  con- 
siderations. 

"Co-Pilot"  Is  Chosen 
Subway  Pic-of-Month 

NEW  YORK — Warners’  “God  Is  My  Co- 
Pilot,”  scheduled  to  open  at  the  Strand  Thea- 
tre, has  been  selected  as  the  Picture  of  the 
Month  by  Susan  Lee,  film  editor  of  New  York 
Subways  Advertising  Co.  Placards  plugging 
the  choice  will  be  placed  in  subway  cars 
throughout  the  city’s  underground  trans- 
portation system. 


Special  Raw  Stock  Pool 
For  the  Independents 


Tom  Baily  to  Again  Act 
In  Treasury  Loan  Post 

NEW  YORK— Tom  W.  Baily,  coordinator 
of  the  WAC,  Hollywood  division,  will  accept 
the  invitation  of  Samuel  Pinanski,  chairman 
of  the  industry’s  Seventh  War  Loan  com- 
mittee, to  serve  as  industry  consultant  to  the 
treasury  department.  Baily  will  stop  in  New 
York  for  a week  for  committee  conferences 
before  going  on  to  the  capital  to  join  the  staff 
of  Ted  R.  Gamble,  national  war  finance  di- 
rector. He  held  a similar  position  with  Harry 
Brandt’s  Sixth  War  Loan  committee. 

Baily  was  loaned  to  WAC  by  the  California 
Theatre  Council,  of  which  he  is  executive 
director. 

NBC  to  Have  Children's 
Television  Programs 

NEW  YORK  — The  first  regular  weekly 
children’s  program  in  television  will  be  in- 
augurated by  NBC  April  7,  according  to  John 
P.  Royal,  vice-president  in  charge  of  tele- 
vision. 

All  forms  of  children’s  entertainment  will 
be  featured  on  the  forthcoming  series.  Pro- 
grams will  be  one  hour  in  length.  NBC  will 
provide  methods  of  checking  the  audience  to 
ascertain  the  appeal  of  programs  in  order  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  youngsters'  preferences. 
Program  will  be  telecast  through  the  facilities 
of  station  WNBT. 


Rosenfield  in  New  Post 

NEW  YORK — Jonas  Rosenfield  jr.  and 
Christy  Wilbert  of  20th-Fox  advertising  de- 
partment have  been  promoted.  Rosenfield 
becomes  assistant  advertising  manager  and 
Wilbert  succeeds  him  as  copy  chief. 


WINNERS  BING  AND  INGRID— In- 
grid Bergman  gives  Bing  Crosby  a stick 
of  chewing  gum  (almost  as  hard  to  ob- 
tain as  an  Oscar),  as  the  pair  exchange 
congratulations  for  having  been  desig- 
nated respectively  the  best  actress  and 
best  actor  of  1944.  This  was  an  episode 
last  week  in  Hollywood  at  the  17th  Annual 
Academy  Awards  presentation  fete. 


By  AL  SHERMAN 

WASHINGTON  — Although  the  WPB  has 
set  a film  raw  stock  quota  of  261,000,000  feet 
for  the  second  quarter  of  1945  against  this 
footage  there  will  be  a reduction  in  credit  for 
prints  loaned  to  the  army,  amounting  to  about 
6,000,000  feet.  This  brings  the  actual  quota 
down  to  an  amount  equivalent  to  that  set 
for  the  first  quarter,  which  was  255,997,440 
feet.  These  figures  became  available  late  in 
the  week. 

Another  step  taken  by  the  WPB  was  an 
allotment  of  film  for  independent  producers 
of  28,323,720  feet  which  was  taken  over-all, 
from  the  major  companies.  The  largest  loser 
in  raw  stock  on  this  new  setup  is  RKO  Radio, 
which  took  an  approximate  5,000,000-foot 
drop.  United  Artists  is  not  being  allocated 
film  as  a distributor,  but  its  various  pro- 
ducing companies  will  draw  film  from  the 
raw  stock  bank  set  up  for  independent  pro- 
ducers. Newsreels  will  be  allotted  53,000,000 
feet  for  the  second  quarter,  same  as  in  the 
first  quarter. 

Under  a proposed  amendment  to  the  film 
order,  L-178,  each  independent  producer,  as 
defined  in  the  amendment,  would  be  author- 
ized tentatively  to  use  up  to  a maximum  num- 
ber of  feet  of  film  out  of  the  over-all  quar- 
terly quota  for  independent  producers.  There- 
after, each  independent  producer  would  be 
authorized  to  use  film  within  his  maximum 
only  to  the  extent  of  his  requirements.  In 
determining  the  permissible  maximum,  WPB 
would  consider  his  past  film  usage,  the  num- 
ber of  films  made  by  him  in  the  past,  and 
other  factors. 

The  proposed  second  quarter  allotments 


follow: 

Feet 

Columbia  28,130,580 

M-G-M  and  Loew's,  Inc.  39.191,760 

Monogram  ..  7,597,710 

Paramount  27,658,170 

PRC  5,112,990 

RKO  21,430,710 

Republic  17,082,450 

2Cth-Fox  29,573,910 

Universal  25,523,190 

Warners  31,374,810 

Independent  producers  28,323,720 


AT&T  Asks  Permits  for 
Seven  Relay  Stations 

WASHINGTON — American  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Co.’s  experiments  with  micro-wave 
radio  transmission,  announced  in  a recent 
issue,  moved  nearer  completion  this  week, 
when  AT&T  made  application  to  the  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  for  author- 
ity to  construct  seven  mountain-top  radio  re- 
lay stations  between  New  York  and  Boston. 

Purpose  of  the  proposed  relay  stations  is  to 
determine  in  practical  operation  the  relative 
efficiency  and  economy  of  radio  relay  trans- 
mission of  long  distance  telephone  calls  and 
radio  and  television  programs,  as  compared 
with  transmission  over  wires  and  cables  as 
well  as  the  recently  developed  coaxial  cable. 

Approval  of  the  two-route  terminals  was 
granted  by  FCC  last  year.  The  New  York 
terminal  will  be  atop  AT&T’s  Long  Lines 
building,  while  in  Boston  the  terminal  will  be 
on  the  Bowdoin  Square  building  of  the  New 
England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co. 

Station  sites,  each  30  miles  apart,  will  be: 
Jackie  Jones  Mountain,  Haverstraw  Township, 
N.  Y.;  Birch  Hill,  Pawling,  N.  Y.;  Spindle 
Hill,  Bristol,  Conn.;  John  Tom  Hill,  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.;  Bald  Hill,  Staffordville,  Conn.; 
Asnebumskit  Mountain,  Worcester,  Mass.,  and 
Bear  Hill,  11  miles  west  of  Boston. 
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BROADWAY 


Tack  H.  Skirball,  producer  of  “It’s  in  the 
1 Bag,”  a UA  release,  returned  to  Hollywood 
after  a short  stay  . . . Ada  Siegel,  editor  of 
This  Month  magazine,  is  on  a tour  of  Canada 
. . . Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  Radio  president,  is 
in  Phoenix.  Ariz.,  for  a three-week  rest  fol- 
lowing his  illness. 

Steve  Broidy,  Monogram  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  has  returned  to  the 
coast  . . . Harry  Thomas,  Monogram  eastern 
sales  manager,  left  on  a trip  to  Buffalo,  De- 
troit and  Chicago. 

Eve  Arden,  Warner  contract  player,  ar- 
rived from  the  coast  following  completion  of 
her  assignment  in  “Mildred  Pierce”  . . . Roy 
Haines,  Warner  western  and  southern  divi- 
sion sales  manager,  stopped  off  in  Kansas 
City  en  route  to  Los  Angeles. 

Current  unseasonable  weather  has  claimed 
another  casualty,  Bill  Ornstein,  M-G-M  trade 
paper  contact,  who  remained  at  home  due  to 
a bad  cold  . . . Ettie  Geier  of  WAC  publicity 
staff  is  back  following  a four-week  Miami 
“furlough,”  where,  she  visited  an  aunt. 

Carl  Leserman,  UA  general  sales  manager, 
left  for  Hollywood,  where  he  will  confer  with 
various  company  producers  and  visit  circuit 
buyers  on  forthcoming  product  . . . Thomas  L. 
Walker,  secretary  of  Edward  Small  Produc- 
tions, returned  to  the  coast  after  conferences 
with  Harry  Kosiner,  New  York  representative, 
and  UA  executives.  While  east  he  attended 
the  industry’s  advisory  committee  meet  in 
Washington. 

Dick  Powell  is  back  in  Hollywood  after  a 
six-week  personal  appearance  tour  in  the 
east  with  his  film,  RKO’s  “Murder,  My 
Sweet.” 

Monty  Banks,  20th-Fox  producer-director, 
who  arrived  from  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  is 
stopping  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  His  wife. 
Comedienne  Gracie  Fields,  will  join  him  in 
about  two  weeks.  They  are  arranging  for 
a USO-Camp  Show  tour  in  the  Pacific  thea- 
tre of  war. 

M.  J.  Poller,  assistant  to  Robert  Mochrie, 
RKO  general  sales  manager,  left  Buffalo  to 
join  Robert  Folliard,  Depinet  Sales  drive  head, 
and  Harry  Michalson,  short  subject  sales 
manager,  for  a meeting  here.  The  three  will 
then  go  to  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

Bonita  Granville,  RKO  Radio  starlet,  cur- 
rently visiting  here  from  Hollywood,  guest- 
starred  on  the  “Stage  Door  Canteen”  broad- 
cast over  WABC-CBS  . . . Irving  Rapper, 
Warner  director,  was  expected  here  from  the 
coast  to  attend  the  world  premiere  of  “The 
Corn  Is  Green,”  his  latest  for  the  company. 

Leonard  H.  Goldenson,  Paramount  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  theatre  operations,  has 
returned  from  business  conferences  with 
Paramount  theatre  associates  in  Florida  and 
Cuba.  In  Jacksonville,  Goldenson  and  Frank 
Rogers,  president  of  Florida  State  Theatres, 
toured  the  circuit  houses,  and  in  Cuba  he 
conferred  with  R.  Ramos  Cobian,  Paramount 
theatre  partner  in  Havana  and  Camguey. 

Jack  Cohn,  Columbia  executive  vice-presi- 
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dent,  arrived  here  from  the  coast  via  Phoenix 
. . . Phil  Reisman,  RKO  Radio  vice-president 
in  charge  of  foreign  sales,  first  U.S.  film  com- 
pany sales  executive  to  arrive  in  Paris,  re- 
turned to  London  following  his  stay  there  . . . 
A1  Sindlinger,  Audience  Research  eastern 
representative,  came  in  from  the  coast. 

Dave  A.  Epstein,  coast  publicist,  arrived 
from  Hollywood. 

Robert  Cohn,  son  of  Jack  Cohn,  Columbia 
executive  vice-president,  recently  awarded 
the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross,  has  been  pro- 
moted from  first  lieutenant  to  captain. 

A1  Wilkie,  Paramount  publicity  manager, 
has  gone  to  Hollywood  for  discussions  with 
George  Brown,  studio  publicity  director,  on 
campaigns  for  "The  Affairs  of  Susan,”  “A 
Medal  for  Benny,”  “Out  of  This  World,” 
“Incendiary  Blonde”  and  other  important  pro- 
ductions . . . George  A.  Smith,  Paramount 
western  division  manager,  arrived  from  Los 
Angeles. 

George  Archibald,  MOI  controller,  accom- 
panied by  Maj.  Frank  Owen  of  Admiral 
Mountbatten’s  staff,  arrived  for  a short  stay 
in  connection  with  the  completion  of  a film 
on  the  Burma  campaign  . . . Nate  B.  Spin- 
gold,  Columbia  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager,  is  vacationing  at  Boca  Raton, 
Florida. 

Leonard  H.  Goldenson,  Paramount  theatre 
head,  returned  from  Florida  after  a business 
trip  that  took  him  there  and  to  Cuba  . . . Wil- 
liam Gleicher  of  M-G-M's  home  office  sales 
force  has  left  for  a San  Francisco  meeting 
called  by  George  A.  Hickey,  western  district 
manager. 

Ben  Kalmenson,  Warner  general  sales 
manager,  with  Ed  Hinchey,  head  of  the  play- 
date  department,  has  gone  to  Toronto  to  con- 
duct a meeting  of  the  company’s  Canadian 
sales  executives.  . . Catherine  Alexander,  to 
be  featured  in  the  screen  version  of  “Kiss  and 
Tell,”  arrived  from  the  coast  for  a role  in 
Harry  M.  Goetz’s  forthcoming  stage  produc- 
tion, “I’ll  Be  Waiting”  . . . Bernard  Gates, 
Monogram’s  special  representative  in  Latin 
American,  left  for  eight-month  tour  of  the 
territory. 

Heard  along  Seventh  Ave.,  with  apologies 
to  our  better  punsters:  “All  this  talk  about 
Mexican  and  Spanish  films  and  the  prefer- 
ences of  the  patrons  for  either  the  subtitled 
or  the  synchronized  versions  is  a lot  of  dubble 
trubble.” 

Tom  Foster,  National  Screen  Service  home 
office  representative,  is  in  Salt  Lake  City  for 
several  weeks  . . . George  Bagnall,  UA  vice- 
president,  left  for  the  coast. 

Leo  Peterson  and  Robert  Dean,  South  Da- 
kota exhibitors,  are  visiting  New  York  . . . 
M.  A.  Silver,  zone  manager  for  Warner  Thea- 
tres in  Pittsburgh,  and  his  assistant,  Harry 
Feinstein,  arrived  for  home  office  confer- 
ences. 

Jules  Lapidus,  Warner  eastern  division  sales 
manager,  returned  from  a sales  trip  to  Buf- 
falo and  other  up-state  points. 

BUI  Brumberg,  manager  of  Warner  field  ex- 
ploitation staff,  is  back  from  sales  meetings 
in  Pittsburgh,  Chicago  and  Memphis  . . . 
William  J.  Heineman,  sales  manager  for  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn,  has  returned  from  a Chicago 
business  trip. 

One  of  the  “better”  parties  of  the  week  was 
that  at  the  Sherry  Netherlands  for  George 
J.  Schaefer,  new  board  chairman  of  Lester 
Cowan  Productions. 


R,  T.  Murphy  Observes 
30  Years  in  Industry 

BUFFALO — In  celebration  of  his  30th  anni- 
versary in  the  film  and  theatre  business  in 
Buffalo,  Robert  T.  Murphy,  general  manager 
of  the  20th  Century  Theatre,  Monday  eve- 
ning was  guest  of  honor  at  a dinner  at  the 
Variety  Club. 

Well-known  theatre  men  from  all  over  the 
state  attended  the  event,  including  C.  J.  Latta, 
zone  manager  for  Warner  Bros,  in  New  York; 
Thomas  J.  Walsh,  Comerford  chain  in  Bing- 
hamton; Nikitas  D.  Dipson,  Dipson  Theatres, 
Batavia;  Harry  Berinstein,  Cornell  Theatres; 
Ralph  Crabill,  district  manager  for  Warner 
Bros,  in  New  York;  Louis  and  J.  Myer  Schine 
of  Gloversville,  and  Myron  J.  Kallett  of  the 
Kallett  circuit,  Oneida. 

Ralph  W.  Maw,  local  M-G-M  manager,  was 
chairman  of  the  committee.  His  co-chair- 
men were  Phil  Fox  of  Columbia  and  Elmer 
Lux  of  RKO. 

Career  Began  in  1914 

Murphy’s  career  in  the  film  business  dates 
back  to  1914,  when  he  became  associated  with 
the  Mutual  Film  Co.  Later,  he  was  connected 
with  the  General  Film  Co.,  Paramount,  Tri- 
angle Pictures,  Pioneer  Film  Co.,  Renown  Co. 
and  Universal. 

In  the  local  theatre  field,  he  has  been  man- 
ager of  Shea’s  Great  Lakes  and  Hippodrome, 
the  Kensington,  North  Park,  Bailey  and  Sen- 
eca in  Buffalo,  and  the  Bellevue  in  Niagara 
Falls.  Two  years  ago,  he  was  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  20th  Century.  He  has 
twice  been  chief  barker  of  Variety  and  four 
times  national  canvasman. 

Murphy  says  he  is  looking  forward  to  the 
advent  of  television,  believing  that  motion 
picture  theatres  will  inaugurate  television  at 
first  for  special  occasions  only,  televising  out- 
standing events.  He  pointed  out  that  sound 
pictures  were  introduced  gradually  through 
short  features. 

Asked  about  the  prohibitive  cost  of  in- 
stalling equipment  that  is  not  generally  use- 
ful, Murphy  declared  sho';/men  will  “pay  any- 
thing to  give  the  public  something  new  and 
different.”  He  said  this  works  for  advance- 
ment of  the  art  in  another  sense,  making  pro- 
ducers willing  to  invest  considerable  sums  of 
money  in  an  occasional  picture  that  they  know 
will  not  earn  its  keep  because  it  doesn’t  ap- 
peal to  the  masses.  He  cited  as  an  example 
“None  But  the  Lonely  Heart.” 

Murphy  predicted  the  trend  of  pictures 
after  the  war  will  be  toward  musicals,  51s  it 
was  after  World  War  I.  Murphy  himself? 
He’s  never  been  in  Hollywood  and  says  he 
doesn’t  see  enough  pictures  to  have  any  favo- 
rite stars. 

TDP  Fraternity  Award 
Given  Irving  Rapper 

NEW  YORK — Irving  Rapper,  Warner  di- 
rector, arrived  in  New  York  for  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “The  Corn  Is  Green”  at  the  Holly- 
wood Theatre.  During  his  stay  Rapper  was 
presented  the  Tau  Delta  Phi  Fraternity  cer- 
tificate of  achievement  for  his  endeavor  to  ad- 
vance the  industry’s  social  and  moral  stan- 
dards and  his  distinguished  direction  of  such 
films  as  “Rhapsody  in  Blue,”  “The  Corn  Is 
Green,”  “One  Foot  in  Heaven,”  “The  Ad- 
ventures of  Mark  Twain”  and  “Now,  Voyager.” 


Warners  Given  Citations 

NEW  YORK — Warner  Bros,  and  the  Office 
Employes  Union  were  presented  citations 
honoring  blood  donors  at  a Red  Cross  rally 
held  in  Warner  club  rooms  included  Ralph  W. 
Budd,  Warner  personnel  director;  Martin  F. 
Bennett,  president  of  the  Warner  Club,  and 
Margaret  Hammerstein,  former  Broadway  ac- 
tress now  with  the  Red  Cross. 
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Along  New  York's  Filmrow 

By  CHARLES  BECKER 


Curfew's  Extension 
Aids  B'way  Houses 

NEW  YORK — Mayor  LaGuardia’s  exten- 
sion of  the  curfew  to  1 a.  m.  aided  first  run 
business  to  some  extent,  but  the  inroads  of 
Lent  prevented  appraisal  of  any  benefits  that 
might  accrue. 

Most  of  the  first  runs  extended  their  time 
schedules  to  12:30,  while  the  Rialto,  hard  hit 
by  the  midnight  curfew,  extended  its  “break” 
to  12:55.  The  Radio  City  Music  Hall  was  the 
only  first  run  that  did  not  avail  itself  of  the 
additional  running  time.  “We  will  abide  by 
the  midnight  curfew,”  said  a Music  Hall  exec- 
utive. 

Twentieth-Fox’s  “Thunderhead,  Son  of 
Flicka”  opened  at  the  700-seat  Victoria  to  a 
satisfactory  gross.  Holdovers  continue  to  gar- 
ner moderate  grosses.  With  the  advent  of 
Easter  and  new  attractions,  grosses  are  ex- 
pected to  rise. 


(Average  is  100) 

Astor — The  Princess  and  the  Pirate  (RKO), 

6th  wk 110 

Capitol — The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show,  3rd  wk ..  .140 

Criterion — Keep  Your  Powder  Dry  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 160 

Hollywood — Roughly  Speaking  (WB),  7th  wk 90 

Palace — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO),  2nd  wk 115 

Paramount — Bring  On  the  Girls  (Para),  plus 

stage  show,  3rd  wk 135 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Tonight  and  Every  Night 

(Col),  plus  stage  show,  3rd  wk 130 

Rialto — The  House  of  Fear  (Univ) 95 

Roxy — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show,  3rd  wk 145 

Strand — Hotel  Berlin  (WB),  plus  stage  show, 

3rd  wk 135 

Victoria — Thunderhead,  Son  of  Flicka  (20th-Fox)..150 


Pierson's  "Roughly  Speaking"  Is 
A Hit  in  Her  Home  Town 

PHILADELPHIA  — “Roughly  Speaking,” 
authored  by  Louise  Randall  Pierson,  former 
Philadelphia  Record  reporter,  garnered  the 
major  portion  at  the  boxoffice  here  last  week. 
Also  grossing  well  was  “Can’t  Help  Singing” 
and  “This  Man’s  Navy.”  “For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls”  made  its  debut  at  regular  prices. 
Lionel  Hampton’s  orchestra,  teamed  with 
“The  Mummy’s  Curse,”  was  popular  at  the 
Earle. 


Aldine — Roughly  Speaking  (WB) 200 

Arcadia — National  Velvet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 135 

Boyd — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 165 

Earle — Mummy's  Curse  (Univ),  with  Lionel 

Hampton's  orchestra  on  stage 190 

Fox — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 135 

Karlton — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk. 

of  return  engagement  175 

Keith's — Sunday  Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox); 
Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk.  at 

Stanton  150 

Mastbaum — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 180 

Stanley — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 175 

Stanton — This  Man's  Navy  (M-G-M) 175 


“Seeing  You"  Leads  Buiialo 
Grosses  With  Heavy  170 

BUFFALO — Despite  its  being  the  Lenten 
season,  grosses  continued  fair  here,  “I’ll  Be 
Seeing  You”  leading  at  the  Buffalo.  “For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  was  better  than  aver- 
age, playing  at  the  Great  Lakes.  “Here  Come 
the  WAVES”  just  reached  average  in  a third 
moveover  week  at  the  Hippodrome. 


Buffalo — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA) 170 

Great  Lakes — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Par a) 130 

Hippodrome — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para); 

Double  Exposure  (Para),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 100 

20th  Century — Mr.  Emmanuel  (UA);  Alaska 

(Mono)  118 

Lafayette — She  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ);  Enter 
Arsene  Lupin  (Univ)  125 


H.  T.  Worden  Promoted 

NEW  YORK — Howard  T.  Worden,  mana- 
ger of  the  motion  picture  division  of  Foote, 
Cone  and  Belding,  has  been  elected  a vice- 
president  of  the  agency,  which  serves  RKO 
Radio,  RKO  Theatres  in  the  metropolitan 
area,  Vanguard  Films,  Walt  Disney  Produc- 
tions and  Pathe  News. 


PXHIBITOR  NOTES:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving 
Pinsker  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  “Sonny”  Lig- 
gett were  among  the  more  than  100  guests 
who  attended  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  George 
Lewis  Sherman,  son  of  Irving  Sherman,  Pearl 
River,  N.  Y„  exhibitor.  The  fete  was  held  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria.  Pinsker  and  Sherman 
are  associated  with  the  Island  Theatre  cir- 
cuit, while  Liggett  is  its  film  buyer. 

Exhibitors  who  visited  Filmrow  recently  in- 
cluded: Louis  Gold,  Newark;  Mrs.  Bertha 
Farkas,  Yonkers;  J.  Fiorvante,  Dunnellen, 
N.  J.;  A1  McKenna,  Pawling,  N.  Y.;  Edward 
Lachman  and  Vincent  Trainor  of  Boonton, 
N.  J.,  and  George  “Doc”  Emmot  of  the  Lee 
Newbury  circuit,  New  Jersey. 


According  to  reports  along  Filmrow,  Asso- 
ciated Theatres  of  New  Jersey  will  be  absorbed 
by  the  Independent  Theatres  Service,  Inc., 
newly-established  booking  and  buying  offices 
which  is  expected  to  establish  headquarters 
in  the  Sardi  Bldg.,  about  April  1.  Jack  Melt- 
zer,  film  buyer  for  Associated,  is  expected  to 
join  ITS  as  an  aide  to  A1  Suchman,  chief  film 
buyer.  Three  former  members  of  Associated 
recently  joined  the  Brandt  booking  office  and 
the  balance  of  17  will  become  associated  with 
ITS,  Filmrow  heard. 


The  Dunnellen,  Dunnellen,  N.  J.,  and  the 
Denville,  Denville,  N.  J.,  plan  to  book  through 
the  Independent  Theatres  Service  . . . Atlantic 
Theatre,  located  in  lower  Flatbush  Avenue, 
Brooklyn,  is  being  reopened  by  M.  Michalover 
and  A.  H.  Eisenstadt. 


Motion  Picture  Associates  nas  deferred 
plans  to  produce  a special  two-reel  subject, 
the  rental  fees  of  which  would  be  used  for 
welfare  work  of  the  group.  Raw  stock  short- 
age was  responsible  for  the  postponement, 
according  to  President  Morris  Sanders. 


Returning  vacationers:  Haskell  Block,  Lyric 
Theatre,  Newark,  and  Moe  Seider,  Prudential 
circuit,  both  from  Florida  . . . Dave  Klein, 
Metro  salesman,  is  spending  his  vacation 
watching  the  Dodgers  training  at  Bear  Moun- 
tain . . . Elizabeth  Hoffman  of  Leo’s  booking 
department  has  recovered  from  a long  illness 
and  returned  to  work. 


George  Balsdon,  ex-print  booker  at  the 
M-G-M  exchange,  is  a buyer  for  a war  plant 
. . . H.  M.  Richey,  Metro  director  of  exhibi- 
tor relations,  whose  son  lost  his  life  in  the 

Canisteo,  N.  Y.,  Legalizes 
Sunday  Shows  by  Vote 

ROCHESTER — Voters  of  the  nearby  village 
of  Canisteo  Tuesday  climaxed  a-  bitter  month- 
long campaign  by  legalizing  Sunday  motion 
pictures  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

In  the  second  heaviest,  balloting  of  any  vil- 
lage election  since  the  turn  of  the  century, 
Canisteo  approved  an  ordinance  permitting 
Sunday  shows  by  a vote  of  490  to  197.  The 
Sunday  show  proposition  had  been  defeated 
on  two  previous  occasions,  and  the  first  Sab- 
bath films  in  the  history  of  the  village  will 
be  shown  at  the  Canisteo  Theatre  April  1. 

The  heavy  vote  turnout  came  despite  a 
steady  all-day  rain  and  unanimous  opposition 
by  clergymen  of  the  village. 


Rex  Williams  Leaves  UA 

NEW  YORK — Rex  G.  Williams,  UA  direc- 
tor of  exploitation,  has  resigned  his  post  there. 
One  of  his  most  outstanding  campaigns  while 
at  UA  was  “Since  You  Went  Away.” 


crash  of  an  army  bomber  off  Montauk  Point, 
has  received  a letter  of  condolence  from  Mo- 
tion Picture  Associates. 


Entire  personnel  of  the  20th-Fox  exchange 
under  the  leadership  of  Ray  Moon  is  striv- 
ing to  achieve  the  goal  of  the  30th  anniversary 
of  the  company  by  having  either  a short  or 
feature  on  every  screen  in  every  theatre  in 
the  metropolitan  district  during  April.  A twin 
objective  is  to  have  every  customer  show  a 
20th-Fox  subject  every  day  during  the  anni- 
versary month. 


Morris  Sanders,  president  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Associates,  accompanied  by  Jesse  L. 
Stern,  counsel,  journeyed  to  Montclair,  N.  J., 
where  they  completed  the  deal  by  which 
some  200  members  will  receive  group  insur- 
ance in  the  amount  of  $5,000  each.  Arrange- 
ments are  under  way  to  offer  a hospitaliza- 
tion plan  to  those  members  who  are  not  al- 
ready subscribing  to  a similar  service  with 
their  employers. 


Sidney  Hersh,  PRC  salesman,  is  acquiring 
a car  to  enable  him  to  cover  his  territory  . . . 
A1  Suchman,  newly-appointed  film  buyer  for 
the  Independent  Theatres  Service,  is  ex- 
pected to  assume  his  duties  at  the  end  of  the 
month  . . . Gloria  Halpern  has  joined  the 
Metro  booking  department. 


The  Ritz,  The  Bronx,  is  now  booking 
through  the  Brandt  office  . . . Corinne  Good- 
man, employed  at  the  M-G-M  exchange,  has 
been  officially  informed  of  the  death  in 
France  of  her  brother,  Lieut.  Bernard  Good- 
man, USAAC.  He  had  been  reported  missing 
in  action  eight  months  ago. 


Aside  to  Louis  Frisch:  Your  namesake 
operates  an  Ohio  circuit  with  headquarters 
in  Ashtabula  Harbor,  same  state  . . . Vincent 
Matteis,  chemical  engineer  and  graduate  of 
Long  Island  University,  is  the  new  inspector 
of  the  fire  department’s  bureau  of  combus- 
tibles, assigned  to  Filmrow.  His  predecessor 
was  the  late  Manuel  Mojarrieta,  a 30-year 
veteran. 


Samuel  Rinzler  has  been  called  “The  Mark 
Twain  of  the  Industry,”  but  those  who  ad- 
mire his  verbal  wit  believe  it  would  be  more 
correct  to  bill  him  as  the  “Will  Rogers  of  the 
Industry.”  They  point  out  that  Rogers  was 
known  as  an  after-dinner  speaker  and  racon- 
teur, rather  than  a writer,  and  that  is  just 
what  Rinzler  happens  to  be. 

Video  Inventor  Tells 
Problems  to  SMPE 

NEW  YORK — Experiments  and  calculations 
on  projection  television  systems  using  stan- 
dard light  sources  show  the  impossibility  of 
obtaining,  even  with  a high  intensity  arc  lamp, 
a picture  of  reasonable  size  and  brightness,  if 
the  system  be  without  storage.  Such  is  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Adolph  H.  Rosenthal,  director 
of  research  and  development  for  the  Scophony 
Corporation  of  America,  according  to  his  ad- 
dress on  “Problems  of  Theatre  Television  Pro- 
jection Equipment”  delivered  before  the  So- 
ciety of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  this  week. 


Jo  Mallett  Joins  UA 

NEW  YORK — Jo  Mallett  has  been  engaged 
as  assistant  to  Howard  Le  Sieur,  UA  adver- 
tising manager.  Prior  to  joining  UA,  Miss 
Mallett  was  associated  with  the  Margaret 
Ettinger  organization  in  Hollywood. 
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Circuits  Mark  Time 
On  Shift  in  Curfew 

NEW  YORK — Circuits  operating  neighbor- 
hood theatres  in  the  metropolitan  area  were 
marking  time  in  taking  advantage  of  the  ex- 
tra hour  after  the  midnight  curfew  granted 
by  Mayor  LaGuardia  until  the  situation  has 
been  clarified  by  government  officials.  Gen- 
erally, theatre  men  were  said  to  feel  that  they 
want  to  make  sure  of  their  ground  before  they 
lengthen  their  time  schedules. 

However,  various  circuits  are  considering 
this  step  and  will  revise  their  operating  sched- 
ules when  they  feel  that  the  time  is  ripe. 
Previously,  few  of  the  neighborhood  houses 
operated  later  than  midnight  during  the  week, 
but  many  of  them  had  late  shows  on  Satur- 
day nights. 

If  and  when  the  theatre  men  decide  to  take 
advantage  of  the  extra  hour,  this  will  be  ap- 
plied principally  to  their  Saturday  night 
shows,  it  was  pointed  out.  The  storm  of  dis- 
approval from  the  rest  of  the  country  which 
greeted  Mayor  LaGuardia’s  hour  of  grace  an- 
nouncement, has  made  the  theatre  executives 
move  cautiously. 

FCC  Lets  WU  Try  Air 
Message  Transmission 

WASHINGTON— The  Federal  Communica- 
tions Commission  has  authorized  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Co.  to  begin  experiments  in 
the  radio  transmission  of  messages.  The  tests 
will  be  conducted  with  a view  toward  eventual 
use  of  radio  in  lieu  of  wire  facilities  for  cer- 
tain types  of  traffic,  the  FCC  said,  and  will 
be  made  first  between  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  system  will  include  a chain  of  radio 
relay  stations  extending  from  Camden  to 
New  York,  via  Bordentown  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. The  proposed  wave  length  will  be  high 
in  the  radio  spectrum,  extending  from  2,000,- 
000  kilocycles  to  11,372,000  kilocycles. 

The  FCC  said  WU  planned  to  use  a new 
system  of  modulation  developed  by  RCA.  This 
is  expected  to  provide  a total  of  32  communi- 
cation circuits  for  each  transmitter. 


RKO  to  Make  Television 
Film  of  Net  on  V-E  Day 

NEW  YORK— The  RKO  Television  Corp. 
has  been  retained  to  film  newsroom  activi- 
ties of  the  Blue  network  on  V-E  Day  and  to 
televise  the  program  over  DuMont’s  WABD. 
This  is  probably  the  first  time  that  tele- 
vision has  been  used  in  this  fashion. 

As  soon  as  news  of  Germany’s  collapse  is 
received,  a camera  crew  will  set  up  its  equip- 
ment in  the  network’s  studios  and  film  inter- 
esting scenes  that  occur.  The  film  will  be 
rushed  to  a local  laboratory  for  processing 
and  sent  by  special  messengers  to  the  tele- 
vision station  where  it  will  be  immediately 
shown. 

The  entire  personnel  of  RKO  Television 
has  been  alerted  until  further  notice.  Paul 
Mowrey,  director  of  the  Blue  network’s  tele- 
vision activities,  is  supervising  the  program. 


Aunt  Cissie  Role  in  “Young  Widow" 

Connie  Gilchrist  has  been  signed  by  Hunt 
Stromberg  for  the  part  of  Aunt  Cissie  j 
“Young  Widow,”  United  Artists  production. 
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ASTOR  PICTURES  COMPANY 
HABWOOD  AND  JACKSON  STS. 

Riverside  1884  DALLAS  1,  TEXAS 


DISCUSS  BENEFIT— Pola  Negri  and 
Archbishop  Athenagoras,  head  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Church  in  North  and 
South  America,  go  over  details  of  the 
benefit  for  the  Greek  division  of  the  Red 
Cross  to  be  held  at  the  Academy  of  Music, 
New  York,  March  26.  Standing  are  Mrs. 
B.  Jackson,  chairman  of  the  nationality 
division  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  Daphne 
Skouras,  in  charge  of  arrangements  for 
the  show. 


Many  Stars  Will  Appear 
At  Greek  R.  C.  Benefit 

NEW  YORK — The  Red  Cross  benefit  show 
to  be  held  at  the  Academy  of  Music  on  March 
28  will  feature  many  stars  of  stage,  screen 
and  radio.  The  list  of  entertainers  includes 
such  well-known  personalities  as  Pola  Negri, 
Cab  Calloway,  Joan  Edwards,  Victor  Borge, 
Peter  Lorre,  Cal  Ravazza,  Spyros  K.  Stamos, 
Nicola  Moscona,  Jon  Sebastian,  Lew  Lehr, 
Jay  Jostyn  and  Sigmund  Spaeth.  The  en- 
tire stage  shows  from  the  Paramount  and 
Roxy  theatres  will  also  appear. 

The  benefit  is  being  staged  in  connection 
with  the  124th  anniversary  of  Greek  inde- 
pendence. The  celebration  will  include  a na- 
tionwide broadcast  over  WOR-Mutual  on 
March  24  featuring  the  musician,  Spyros  K. 
Stamos,  and  a speech  by  Archbishop  Athe- 
nagoras. 

H.  Alban-Mestanza  Goes 
To  PRC  Foreign  Post 

NEW  YORK — H.  Alban-Mestanza,  formerly 
head  of  Monogram’s  foreign  language  pro- 
duction department,  has  been  named  head  of 
PRC’s  international  division  Latin-American 
department  by  Roberto  D.  Socas,  general  ex- 
port manager.  Alban-Mestanza  will  super- 
vise all  matters  pertaining  to  Latin-American 
distribution,  and  will  also  initiate  PRC’s  Span- 
ish dubbing  program,  now  in  preparation. 


Fraser  Now  an  Exploiteer 

NEW  YORK — George  Fraser  has  joined 
the  20th-Fox  exploitation  staff  under  Rodney 
Bush.  He  replaces  Lou  Gerard,  who  was 
transferred  to  the  New  York  publicity  depart- 
ment. 

Fraser  had  previously  been  associated  with 
the  home  office  publicity  departments  of 
Paramount,  20th-Fox  and  Columbia,  and  re- 
cently returned  from  the  coast,  where  he  was 
publicity  writer  for  RKO.  He  received  an 
honorable  discharge  from  the  army  in  1943. 


Get  Six  Religious  Films 

NEW  YORK — Six  new  religious  films  will 
be  produced  and  added  to  the  library  of  the 
Walter  O.  Gutlohn  division  of  International 
Theatrical  and  Television  Corp.,  according  to 
Gerald  C.  Barry,  head  of  the  religious  depart- 
ment of  the  company. 


Mahoney  Bill  Will  Not 
Affect  M.  P.  Division 

ALBANY — A bill  by  Senator  W.  J.  Mahoney 
of  Buffalo,  providing  that  “The  director,  of- 
ficers and  employes  of  the  motion  picture 
division,  state  education  department,  shall  be 
in  the  competitive  class  of  the  civil  service,” 
does  not  materially  change  the  present  ad- 
ministrative setup,  it  is  said. 

The  1927  law  establishing  the  division  in 
the  education  department  authorized  the 
board  of  regents,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  commissioner  of  education,  to  appoint 
such  officers  and  employes  as  may  be  needed. 
Also  to  describe  the  powers  and  duties  and, 
within  the  limits  of  the  appropriations,  fix 
the  compensation.  These  positions  have  been 
filled  from  civil  service  lists.  There  are  16 
employes. 

The  Mahoney  bill  writes  into  law  what  is 
now  department  procedure.  It  is  not  believed 
enactment  of  the  proposal  would  have  any 
affect  upon  the  position  of  director,  tempor- 
arily filled  by  Assistant  Commissioner  Irwin 
A.  Conroe  since  Irwin  Esmond  retired  March 
1.  Esmond  held  the  job  under  civil  service. 
His  successor  could  be  selected  from  a pro- 
motion test  open  to  education  department 
employes  or  from  a statewide  examination 
for  individuals  meeting  specified  qualifica- 
tions. 

New  Hampshire  Complaint 
Asks  Cut  in  Clearance 

NEW  YORK  — Twentieth-Fox,  RKO  and 
Warners  are  named  in  a clearance  complaint 
filed  by  Bernard  H.  Stevens,  owner  of  the 
Hampton  Theatre,  Hampton  Center,  N.  H., 
in  the  Boston  tribunal. 

Stevens  contends  that  the  clearance  of  the 
following  theatres  is  unreasonable  and  should 
be  abolished  with  the  possible  exception  of 
the  14  days’  clearance  of  the  Exeter,  N.  H., 
first  runs: 

Twentieth-Fox — Fourteen  days,  Premier  or 
Strand:  Newburyport;  14,  Colonial  or  Olym- 
pia, Portsmouth:  14,  Ioka,  Exeter;  30  days, 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  first  runs. 

RKO — Seven  days,  Strand,  Amesbury;  14, 
Portsmouth,  first  runs;  14,  Newburyport,  first 
runs;  14  days,  Ioka  Theatre,  Exeter. 

Warners  — Thirty  days,  Newburyport, 
Portsmouth  and  Haverhill,  first  runs  and  14 
days,  Amesbury  and  Exeter,  first  runs. 


Conviction  Is  Upset 

BUFFALO — Holding  a city  court  judge 
erred  when  he  set  aside  a search  warrant  but 
refused  to  order  return  of  so-called  “party” 
phonograph  records  seized  by  police,  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Parton  Swift  has  reversed  the 
conviction  last  November  and  ordered  a new 
trial  of  Murray  Whiteman,  Variety  Club  of- 
ficer and  proprietor  of  a Main  St.  music 
store. 


Savini  Gets  Three  Films 

NEW  YORK — R.  M.  Savini,  president  of 
Astor  Pictures  Corp.,  has  acquired  the  world 
rights  for  three  productions,  formerly  dis- 
tributed by  RKO,  are  “Swiss  Family  Robin- 
son,” “Little  Men”  and  “Tom  Brown’s  School 
Days.”  They  are  being  prepared  for  reissue 
by  Astor  branch  distributing  offices. 


Shift  Warners'  Foreign  Men 

NEW  YORK — Karl  Knust  and  Carlos  Her- 
rera of  20th-Fox  overseas  branches  have  re- 
ceived new  appointments.  Knust,  manager  of 
Ecuador,  has  been  named  manager  of  Chile, 
and  Herrera,  formerly  of  the  Mexican  organi- 
zation, will  replace  Knust  in  Ecuador. 
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THE  EASTERN  AREA'S  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


John  C.  Bolte,  opera- 
tor of  the  Wakefield 
and  Laconia  in  the 
New  York  Bronx,  is  a 
real  pioneer  of  the  in- 
dustry, having  entered 
show  business  in  Aug- 
ust, 1914.  He  is  ser- 
geant-at-arms of  ITO, 
a member  of  the  VFW, 
the  Schnorer  Club  of 
Morrisania,  the  Moose, 
the  Masons  and  the 
Dunwoodie  golf  club  of 
Yonkers.  He  is  also  an  ardent  bowler.  Bolte 
has  a son,  John  jr.,  with  the  army  in  the 
South  Pacific,  and  two  daughters,  Marjorie 
Ann,  who  is  in  high  school,  and  Edith,  mana- 
ger of  the  Wakefield,  which  seats  1,300  peo- 
ple. The  Laconia  seats  900. 


Merritt  A.  Kyser  oi 

East  Aurora,  N.  Y„  has 
been  in  the  theatre 
business  since  1915 
when  he  played  in  the 
orchestra  at  Shea’s 
Hippodrome  Theatre 
in  Buffalo.  He  later 
moved  to  the  Lafayette 
in  Buffalo  and  in  1925 
joined  the  Aurora 
Theatre  group  as 
manager.  He  is  man- 
ager and  treasurer  for 
the  organization.  Kyser’s  friends  call  him 
“Ky”  and  he  is  married  but  has  no  children. 
He  was  village  trustee  for  six  years.  Kyser 
is  vice-president  of  the  MPTOA  of  New  York 
and  for  recreation  derives  enjoyment  from 
playing  the  French  horn. 


Richard  J.  Budd,  Ly- 

kens,  Pa.,  was  prepar- 
ing to  open  a billiard 
parlor  in  1907  but  a 
casual  acquaintance 
convinced  him  he 
ought  to  take  a crack 
at  motion  pictures. 
They  were  considered 
a passing  fancy,  but 
Budd  decided  to  risk 
opening  a theatre,  the 
Theatorium  in  Lykens. 
It  grossed  $7.05  on  the 
opening  night.  His  guess  was  a good  one  and 
today  the  Budd  has  a seating  capacity  of 
486.  An  ardent  hunter,  Budd  won  the  state 
trap  shooting  championship  in  1913.  A son, 
Robert,  manages  the  Budd;  a daughter  is  in 
high  school. 


Louis  Berger,  owner  of 
the  700-seat  Ideal  and 
470-seat  Empress  at 
Philadelphia,  turned 
from  dispensing  medi- 
cines to  dispensing  en- 
tertainment in  1922. 

At  one  time  he  oper- 
ated five  theatres  in 
Philadelphia.  Berger, 
who  lives  at  5200  Leb- 
anon Ave.,  is  active  in 
Variety  Club  affairs. 

He  is  also  a staunch 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  B’nai  B’rith  and 
the  Penonian  Club.  Berger  is  married  and  has 
a daughter  who  is  married  to  a doctor  and  a 
son  who  is  studying  medicine.  His  hobbies 
are  handball,  gin  rummy  and  rowing.  He  is 
“strong  for  show  business.” 


When  Marcus  A.  Benn 

of  Philadelphia  was  22 
years  old  the  Czar 
staged  one  of  his  dread 
pogroms  and  Benn,  an 
attorney,  fled  to  Amer- 
ica, where  he  achieved 
a career  and  freedom 
from  persecution.  He 
tried  his  hand  at  many 
humble  ways  to  make 
a living  until  in  1909 
he  opened  a nickel- 
odeon on  Woodland 
Ave.  Benn  has  been  an  exhibitor,  a picture 
producer  and  is  a successful  showman  in  the 
east.  At  present  he  operates  the  Belmont  in 
Philadelphia.  Benn  is  a member  of  B’nai 
B’rith,  a widower  and  has  a son  and  daughter, 
wife  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Fruchter. 


Pearl  White,  Bronco 
Billy  Anderson,  John 
Bunny  and  Abraham 
J.  Rovner  were  all 
launching  their  respec- 
tive careers  in  film 
business  about  the 
same  time,  1913.  “Abe” 

Rovner  opened  the  by- 
gone Garden  Theatre 
in  Camden,  N.  J.,  in 
that  year  and  through 
the  passing  years  has 
extended  his  holdings 
until  today  he  operates  15  houses  in  the  Phila- 
delphia area.  Rovner  maintains  homes  in 
Atlantic  City  and  Philadelphia  and  his  of- 
fice is  in  the  Flint  Bldg.,  Philadelphia.  He 
is  a Mason  and  a Variety  clubman.  For 
recreation  Rovner  enjoys  swimming. 


Dave  Rosenzweig  of 
the  Combined  Bronx 
Amusement  Corp.  is 
another  one  of  those 
New  Yorkers  who 
trace  their  start  in  this 
business  to  one  small 
theatre.  Rosenzweig’s 
first  house  was  the 
Bushwick  Palace  The-, 
atre  at  Bushwick  and 
Flushing  avenues  in 
Brooklyn.  That  was 
back  in  February  of 
1915.  This  showman  is  married  and  has  three 
children:  First  Lieut.  Robert  J.  Rosenzweig, 
Mrs.  E.  Siegel  and  Mrs.  D.  Yentes,  and  a 
grandson,  Lawrence  Stewart  Siegel.  He  en- 
joys fishing  in  his  spare  time  and  likewise  the 
rather  unusual  and  strenuous  sport  of  skiing. 


He’s  a typical  "Main 
Liner,”  and  quite  proud 
of  it,  is  Harry  Fried. 
In  fact,  he’s  a charter 
member  of  the  Ki- 
wanians  of  the  Main 
Line  and  director  of 
Main  Line  Red  Cross. 
He  operates  five  thea- 
tres in  four  towns;  An- 
thony Wayne  in 
Wayne,  Pa.;  Seville  in 
swanky  Bryn  Mawr; 
Suburban  in  Ardmore 
and  Riant  and  Forrest  in  Conshohocken;  all 
of  these  spots  being  near  Philadelphia.  Fried 
started  in  business  in  1919,  at  Mauch  Chunk 
and  Summit  Hill,  gradually  acquiring  his 
present  houses.  He  has  three  sons  in  service, 
two  married  daughters  and  a single  daughter. 


In  1923  Adolph  J. 
Rettig  entered  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry. 
Then  he  was  assistant 
manager  of  Proctor’s 
Newark  Theatre.  Now 
he  has  the  Ormont  in 
East  Orange,  N.  J.,  and 
the  Windsor  in  West 
Orange.  He  lives  in 
East  Orange,  is  mar- 
ried and  the  father  of 
two  children.  Baby 
John  Stewart  is  five 
months;  Patricia  is  “going  on  three.”  Rettig 
is  an  Elk  and  a member  of  the  Allied  Thea- 
tres of  New  Jersey.  He  finds  his  greatest 
relaxation  in  golf,  and  patronizes  the  better 
Jinks  in  the  Four  Oranges.  He  is  known  as 
“Otto”  to  his  friends. 


Sampson  S.  Ternent, 

whose  friends  call  him 
Sam,  is  a chemist 
turned  exhibitor,  and 
he’ll  tell  all  and  sundry 
that  he  enjoys  the 
change  in  vocation. 

Years  ago,  when  he 
was  with  the  board  of 
health  in  New  York 
City,  he  became  ill. 

Returning  to  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  he  recov- 
ered, entered  the  pic- 
ture business;  has  been  with  it  ever  since. 
He  operates  the  New  Theatre  in  the  latter 
town  and  says  he  likes  the  business,  giving 
this  capsule  inventory;  “I  believe  the  movies 
should  remain  what  they  started  out  to  be, 
the  poor  man’s  opera.” 


Back  to  the  “store 
show”  days  goes  Her- 
man Becker,  partner 
and  executive  officer 
of  the  Rugoff  and 
Becker  circuit.  The  cir- 
cuit’s modern  and 
stragetically  located 
theatres  over  New 
York  City  and  en- 
virons are  a far  cry 
from  Becker’s  start  in 
the  business,  when,  in 
1918,  he  bought  a store 
show  that  seated  but  148.  Nor  was  that  his 
real  start  in  show  business,  for  in  1909,  he 
produced  vaudeville  acts  with  the  immortal 
Gus  Edwards.  He  is  a life  member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  his  friends  say  he  plays 
a stiff  game  of  gin  rummy. 


Mention  the  word 
“drive,”  or  “campaign,” 
and  George  H.  Kline 
goes  to  town.  Owner 
of  the  State,  Theatre 
in  Boyertown,  Pa.,  ev- 
ery time  Kline’s  com- 
munity or  country 
needs  him,  he  is  active 
in  such  affairs  as  war 
bonds,  Red  Cross, 

March  of  Dimes  and 
Christmas  seals.  This 
showman  started  out 
36  years  ago,  with  George  W.  Bennethum 
Theatres;  later  became  the  concern’s  man- 
ager; opened  the  first  feature  exchange  in 
Philadelphia;  then  conceived  and  started  the 
Kline  Poster  Co.,  the  first  poster  rental  com- 
pany in  the  U.S.A.  A Mason,  Shriner  and  Elk. 
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'Fury  in  Pacific'  Given 
March  22  N.  Y.  Bow 

NEW  YORK — First  run  houses  in  New 
York,  Brooklyn  and  New  Jersey  began  play- 
ing “Fury  in  the  Pacific”  March  22.  War- 
ners is  distributing  this  WAC-OWI  short,  the 
first  to  be  produced  jointly  by  the  armed 
forces. 

The  following  New  York  houses  will  play 
the  subject  beginning  on  the  22nd:  Roxy,  Ri- 
voli,  Strand,  Hollywood,  State,  Music  Hall, 
Criterion,  Republic,  Gotham,  Globe,  New 
York,  Rialto,  Paramount,  Grand  Central 
Newsreel,  Victoria,  Embassy  Newsreels  at  46th 
Street,  50th  Street,  72nd  Street  and  42nd 
Street  and  the  Trans-Lux  Newsreels  at  49th 
Street  and  60th  Sreet.  On  the  same  date  the 
film  will  also  open  in  Brooklyn  at  the  Para- 
mount, Strand  and  Astor.  On  March  26  it 
opens  at  the  Palace,  New  York,  and  the  Fox 
and  Albee,  Brooklyn. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  E.  Rupertus,  USMC,  who 
commanded  the  First  marine  division  at  the 
Palau  Islands,  commenting  upon  the  film  said 
that  it  “depicts  better  than  any  other  war 
picture  I know  of  what  our  fighting  men  must 
undergo  in  order  that  the  announcement  can 
be  made:  ‘The  situation  is  well  in  hand.’” 

WABD,  Tele  Unit,  Adds 
Department  for  Film 

NEW  YORK — WABD,  DuMont  television 
station  here,  is  establishing  a motion  picture 
department  to  be  headed  by  Eleanor  Balz.  The 
new  department  will  have  three  functions : to 
discover  and  preview  films  available  for  tele- 
vision, to  find  and  evaluate  sources  for  special 
television  films,  both  features  and  film  clips 
to  be  worked  into  live  programs,  and  to 
film  clients’  shows  off  the  air.  The  station 
has  also  made  several  personnel  changes. 
George  Lowther,  veteran  radio  writer  and 
producer,  has  been  made  executive  producer; 
Louis  Sposa  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
the  program  service  department  and  Bob 
Bright  will  head  the  station’s  art  department. 


IT&T  Gets  Newsreels 

NEW  YORK — International  Theatrical  and 
Television  Corp.  has  acquired  the  rights  in 
16mm  and  television  to  the  weekly  newsreels 
produced  by  All  American  News,  Inc.,  accord- 
ing to  George  A.  Hirliman,  president  of 
IT&T. 

The  deal  is  effective  immediately  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  films  for  rental  and  outright 
sales  are  in  progress.  The  newsreels  are  made 
solely  with  negro  casts,  and  have  been  widely 
shown  throughout  the  country  in  35mm. 


Heads  Canadian  Kodak 

ROCHESTER  — Directors  of  Canadian 
Kodak,  Ltd.  and  Canadian  Kodak  Sales,  Ltd., 
have  elected  Earl  S.  Currie  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  each  company,  according 
to  word  received  here.  Currie  was  assistant 
general  manager  and  secretary  and  will  con- 
tinue in  the  latter  post.  Currie  succeeds 
Stephen  B.  Cornell  as  general  manager,  and 
Dr.  Albert  K.  Chapman  as  vice-president. 


Dorsey  to  Albany 

ALBANY— The  Tommy  Dorsey  orchestra 
will  play  a week’s  engagement  at  the  Palace 
starting  March  29. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARM 

JOE  HORNSTEIN,  Inc. 

630  Ninth  Ave.,  New  York  City 

or  your  Supply  Dealer 


THAT  “CONSOLATION”  PRIZE  — At 
least,  that’s  what  Bob  Hope,  left,  called 
it,  when  he  received  in  Hollywood  last 
week  from  Walter  Wagner,  president,  a 
life  membership  in  the  Academy  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Arts  and  Sciences.  Hope 
emcee’d  the  17th  Annual  Awards’  event 
that  drew  the  cream  of  cinema  notables 
to  the  Chinese  Theatre. 


Buildup  for  "Gray" 
Begins  af  Preview 

ROCHESTER — Lester  Pollock,  manager  of 
Loew’s,  one  of  three  theatres  in  the  nation 
chosen  to  launch  the  film  version  of  Oscar 
Wilde’s  novel,  “The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray,” 
launched  an  elaborate  promotion  campaign 
with  a special  screening  of  the  film  for  news- 
paper critics. 

The  picture  will  also  make  its  debut  in  New 
Orleans  and  Houston,  Tex. 

Pollock's  program  includes  a portrait 
sketch  contest  for  art  students  at  the  Roches- 
ter Institute  of  Technology,  cooperation  of 
public  libraries  featuring  the  Wilde  novel, 
news  features  and  editorials  in  the  daily  press 
to  supplement  a special  series  of  M-G-M  dis- 
play ads,  wide  use  of  radio  outlets,  early  ad- 
vance lobby  displays  and  trailers,  store  and 
truck  posters  and  distribution  of  booklet  ver- 
sions of  the  story. 

Critics’  comments  on  the  preview  were  to  be 
used  in  future  advertising  of  the  film,  which 
opens  here  April  12. 

Big  Campaign  Planned 
For  "Captain  Blimp" 

NEW  YORK — A $35,000  advertising  cam- 
paign will  be  back  of  “Colonel  Blimp”  when 
it  has  its  American  premiere  here  at  the 
Gotham  Theatre  on  March  29.  The  greater 
part  of  this  appropriation  will  be  utilized  for 
newspaper  space.  In  addition,  other  chan- 
nels will  be  brought  into  play  such  as  radio, 
outdoor  posting  and  supplementary  advertis- 
ing. The  campaign  is  to  be  a barometer  for 
the  preparation  of  similar  campaigns 
throughout  the  country. 

Entire  proceeds  of  the  special  premiere  will 
go  to  the  Society  of  Illustrators’  Fund  for  re- 
habilitation work  among  wounded  service 
men.  A distinguished  list  of  patronesses  is 
associated  with  the  benefit. 


Maxwell  Fox  Joins  Time 

NEW  YORK — Maxwell  Fox,  director  of  pub- 
licity for  USO-Camp  Shows  for  the  last  three 
years  who  resigned  recently,  has  been  ap- 
pointed executive  editor  of  Time  magazine. 


Callahan,  the  Original 
Father  Whelan,  Dies 

PHILADELPHIA  — George  W.  Callahan, 
who  played  the  role  of  Father  Whelan  in  the 
original  production  of  “Abie’s  Irish  Rose,” 
died  here  on  Friday  (15)  at  the  Edwin  Forrest 
Home  for  Actors.  He  was  77. 

Callahan  retired  from  the  stage  15  years 
ago  after  a career  in  which  he  appeared  in 
important  roles  in  “Up  Popped,  the  Devi},” 
“Hit  the  Deck,”  George  M.  Cohan’s  “Mean- 
est Man  in  the  World”  and  “Mourning  Be- 
comes Electra.”  He  started  with  the  old 
Darby  Morton  Opera  Co.  and  was  with  the 
Chicago  Opera  Co.  at  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury. 

He  is  survived  by  a daughter,  Rosellen  Cal- 
lahan, women’s  editor  of  the  NEA  syndicate, 
and  three  brothers,  Edward,  Philadelphia  the- 
atrical agent,  Frank  and  Thomas. 

A Special  Kids  Matinee 
Is  Held  for  Red  Cross 

SYRACUSE  — Sponsored  by  local  news- 
papers and  radio  stations,  a special  children’s 
matinee  for  the  benefit  of  the  Red  Cross  was 
presented  at  the  RKO-Schine  Eckel  last 
Saturday  (17).  A special  program  of  Disney 
cartoons,  including  “Saludos  Amigos,”  and 
a two-reel  western  was  arranged  by  Man- 
ager Edward  J.  Kearney  and  City  Manager 
Harry  H.  Unterfort.  All  proceeds  went  to  the 
Red  Cross. 

With  all  theatre  craftsmen  and  technicians 
donating  their  services,  the  event  was  backed 
by  heavy  promotion  from  the  Post-Standard 
and  Herald-Journal,  daily  papers,  and  radio 
stations  WFBL,  WSYR,  WAGE  and  WOLF. 

Collections  taken  at  every  performance 
from  March  15  through  March  21  at  each 
downtown  first  run  house,  and  nightly  at 
neighborhood  theatres.  Sidney  Grossman, 
owner  of  the  Elmwood,  is  chairman  of  the 
neighborhood  theatre  campaign. 

In  addition,  Loew’s  State  Manager  Harold 
Morton  supervised  the  distribution  of  200  Red 
Cross  coin  boxes  to  restaurants,  taverns  and 
other  public  spots  by  his  staff. 


Dr.  Cantril  to  Survey  Post 

NEW  YORK — Dr.  Hadley  Cantril,  director 
of  Public  Opinion  Research  for  Princeton 
University,  has  been  retained  as  head  of  the 
Audience  Survey  Section  of  the  Princeton 
Film  Center  of  Princeton,  N.  J.  Gordon  Knox, 
executive  director  of  the  Film  Center,  de- 
clared that  Dr.  Cantril’s  extensive  experience 
in  gauging  public  opinion  would  be  invalu- 
able to  the  Center’s  Audience  Survey  section, 
the  first  activity  of  its  kind  in  the  special 
purpose  film  field.  The  first  study  of  audi- 
ence preferences  has  been  completed  for  R. 
H.  Macy  & Co.  of  New  York. 


Carole  Landis,  Jane  Wyatt  Win 

NEW  YORK — Carole  Landis  and  Jane 
Wyatt,  RKO  stars,  won  leading  honors  among 
America’s  Best  Dressed  Women  of  the  year 
at  the  sixth  annual  selection  by  Fashion 
Academy  here.  Miss  Landis,  now  appearing 
on  Broadway  in  “A  Lady  Says  Yes,”  recently 
completed  “Having  Wonderful  Crime.”  Miss 
Wyatt,  currently  on  the  screen  in  “None  But 
the  Lonely  Heart,”  was  chosen  first  in  the 
“all-American”  classification.  She  is  now  in 
Broadway  production,  “Hope  for  the  Best.” 


Johnny  Clark's  Option  Lifted 

Hunt  Stromberg  has  lifted  Johnny  Clark’s 
option  at  United  Artists. 


ACE  REEL  END  ALARMS 

Give  Perfect  Projection  Changover* 
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T ouis  Boyd,  chief  projectionist  at  Loew’s 
" State,  has  returned  to  duty  after  a week’s 
illness.  He  recently  was  elected  to  the  presi- 
dency of  local  376,  IATSE  . . . Gus  Lampe, 
assistant  general  manager  of  RKO-Schine 
theatres,  visited  here  last  week  for  a few  days 
to  conduct  meetings  of  local  RKO-Schine 
executives.  Lampe,  former  city  manager  here, 
was  accompanied  by  E.  Douglas  Leishman, 
head  of  personnel,  and  Arch  Levine,  in  charge 
of  the  circuit’s  real  estate  department. 

Local  theatre  folk  mourned  the  death  of  Jo- 
seph Flaherty,  69,  veteran  stage  hand  at 
Keith’s  and  former  business  manager  of  Local 
376.  He  died  March  9.  Pallbearers  were  Harry 
H.  Unterfort,  Jack  Flex,  Robert  Poulson,  Ray- 
mond Roe,  Bernard  McNulty  and  Carroll  Blair 
. . . Charles  E.  Kurtzman,  northeastern  divi- 
sional manager  of  Loew’s,  while  here  on  a 
routine  visit,  went  shopping  for  clothing  for 
his  young  son,  Kenneth. 

While  George  Robinson,  owner  of  Syracuse 
Scenery  and  Stage  Lighting  Co.  is  in  the  hos- 
pital, his  business  is  being  carried  on  by  Mike 
Lavine  and  Carroll  Blair  . . . Mrs.  Margaret 
Brennan,  chief  cashier  for  RKO-Schine  here, 
reports  her  husband,  Cpl.  Francis  Brennan,  is 
with  the  army  in  Alaska  . . . Carpeting  having 
been  received  last  week,  last  repairs  and  reno- 
vations were  made  to  the  main  lounge  of 
Loew’s  State  in  preparation  for  its  reopen- 
ing this  week.  The  lounge  floor  received  a 
major  share  of  the  damage  a month  ago  dur- 
ing the  fuel  crisis  shutdown  when  a fire  line 
broke  and  flooded  the  public  rooms  and  ad- 
jacent workshops. 

Seen  tripping  through  the  graceful  meas- 
ures of  the  tango,  rhumba  and  samba  at 
Snell’s  Dancing  Academy  every  week  is  Dick 
Feldman,  manager  of  the  Paramount  . . . 
Mrs.  Spencer  Steinhurst,  wife  of  the  assistant 
manager  of  Loew’s  State,  was  seriously  ill 
when  a court  action  required  Steinhurst’s 
presence  in  Richmond,  Va„  for  a week.  Loew’s 
three  girl  cashiers  rallied  to  his  aid  and 
worked  out  a schedule  whereby  one  of  them 
would  be  with  Mrs.  Steinhurst  night  and 
day  despite  the  demands  of  their  own  families 
and  households.  The  nurse  aides  were  Elea- 
nor R^nge,  Mrs.  Helen  Page  and  Mrs.  Betty 
Gantter. 

Preparations  for  cooperation  in  the  Seventh 
War  Loan  drive  are  already  off  to  a good 
start  at  Loew’s  where  Clinton  Hubbard,  staff 
sign  artist,  has  completed  a new  bond  sales 
booth.  It  will  go  into  use  in  the  lobby  this 
week. 


Send  Out  Bernctys  Ballots 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO — The  winner  of  the 
$1,000  Bdward  L.  Bernays  Radio  award  to  be 
given  in  May  will  be  decided  by  a board  of 
three  judges,  H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  Norman  Cor- 
win and  Raymond  Gram  Swing.  Nomination 
blanks  for  use  in  naming  programs  to  be  con- 
sidered for  the  award  have  been  sent  to  more 
than  350  radio  editors  throughout  the  na- 
tion. The  award  is  sponsored  by  the  Ohio 
State  University  Institute  for  Education  by 
Radio. 


"Co-Pilot"  Release  Apr.  7 

NEW  YORK — Warners  “God  Is  My  Co- 
Pilot”  will  be  released  April  7 and  the  Jack 
Benny  comedy  “The  Horn  Blows  at  Mid- 
night” on  the  28th. 


Stage  and  Wall  Drapes 

JOE  HORNSTEiN  has  it! 


Variety  Will  Open  Camp 
For  GI  Wives  and  Kids 

BOSTON — Plans  for  opening  of  a summer 
camp  for  soldiers’  wives  and  their  children 
were  begun  by  members  of  Variety  Club,  Tent 
23,  of  New  England,  according  to  Theodore 
Fleischer,  chief  barker. 

Camp  Sunlight  at  Egypt,  Mass.,  has  been 
secured,  with  the  services  of  a trained  staff. 
During  the  two  months  the  plan  will  be  in 
operation,  the  camp  will  be  known  as  the  Va- 
riety Club’s  vacation  camp  for  G.I.  wives  and 
children.  Free  two-week  vacations  will  be 
provided  for  160  mothers  and  their  children, 
age  one  to  five  years,  and  only  the  neediest 
cases  selected  and  investigated  by  established 
social  agencies  will  be  taken. 


British  Use  Kodak  Film 

ROCHESTER  — Eastman  Kodak  motion 
picture  film  is  used  exclusively  by  the  British 
air  force  and  army,  according  to  Denis  Wrat- 
ten,  manager  of  Kodak,  Ltd.’s  motion  pic- 
ture technical  service  in  London,  who  is  now 
visiting  Eastman  offices  here.  Later  he  ex- 
pects to  visit  the  Hollywood  office  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  sales  department.  In  wartime 
England  he  has  acted  as  technical  advisor  for 
training  and  war  films  made  by  the  Ministry 
of  Information,  the  British  air  force,  navy 
and  army  and  the  U.S.  army  pictorial  service. 
More  than  half  of  the  35mm  film  now  being 
made,  he  reports,  is  used  by  the  armed  forces 
and  the  British.  Wratten  was  stationed  in 
Hollywood  from  1931  until  he  returned  to 
England  in  1933. 


More  Kodak  Casualties 

ROCHESTER — Latest  casualty  reports  on 
former  employes  of  Eastman  Kodak  Co.  in- 
clude: Russell  A.  Guzzetta,  20,  previously  re- 
ported missing  in  a navy  plane  crash  in  the 
Pacific,  now  presumed  dead;  Lieut.  John  J. 
Miner,  21,  Liberator  pilot,  missing  over  Italy 
since  February  28;  Sgt.  Wilbert  Steinmiller, 
19,  missing  over  Germany  since  January  28; 
Sgt.  William  A.  Raab,  previously  missing, 
now  a prisoner  of  Germany;  Pvt.  Sidney  D. 
Nichols,  31,  previously  missing,  now  wounded 
and  a prisoner  of  Germany;  Pvt.  Robert  L. 
Eastman,  21,  missing  since  November  29,  now 
a prisoner  of  Germany. 


Cross  Chairman  at  Troy 

TROY — Larry  Cowen,  who  recently  went 
on  the  navy’s  inactive  list  after  serving  as  an 
intelligence  officer  for  four  years,  is  the  Red 
Cross  drive  chairman  of  Rensselaer  County 
for  theatres.  He  is  now  manger  of  Proctor’s 
here  and  publicity  director  of  Fabian  upstate 
houses.  For  the  start  of  collections  at  Proc- 
tor’s, Cowen  had  Mayor  John  J.  “Jack” 
Ahearn  introduce  Sgt.  Joseph  Dzimba,  a vet- 
eran of  the  Italian  and  European  invasion, 
and  asked  him  questions  about  the  Red  Cross 
while  the  collection  was  being  made. 


Si  Fabian  on  Tour 

ALBANY— Si  H.  Fabian,  national  WAC 
chairman,  visited  his  upstate  theatres  to 
launch  the  Red  Cross  drive.  Fabian  stopped 
at  Albany,  Troy,  Schenectady,  Cohoes  and 
Cobleskill.  Saul  Ullman  accompanied  him. 


Albcmyites  Winter  in  Miami 

ALBANY — Harry  Larnont  of  Lamont  Thea- 
tres and  Henry  Frieder  of  Frieder  & Gross- 
man,  operating  three  houses  in  Hudson,  have 
returned  from  visits  to  Miami.  Harry  Hell- 
man,  the  Royal  and  Paramount,  Albany,  and 
State,  Troy,  is  still  in  the  Florida  sun-spot. 
Heilman  and  his  wife  winter  in  the  Sun- 
shine State,  while  their  son,  Neil,  and  the  lat- 
ter’s wife,  spend  a few  weeks  there.  It  is  re- 
ported that  the  elder  Heilman  has  purchased 
a new  home  in  Surf  City,  on  the  outskirts  of 
Miami. 


Three-Fronl  Premiere 
For  Cowan's  "G.I.  Joe" 

HOLLYWOOD  — Lester  Cowan  will  hold 
three — count  ’em,  three — world  premieres  of 
Ernie  Pyle’s  “The  Story  of  G.I.  Joe,”  each  in 
a separate  theatre  of  war.  The  premieres,  to 
be  held  concurrently  early  in  June,  are  sched- 
uled for  the  Italian,  German  and  Pacific 
fronts,  respectively. 

“We  selected  Italy,  because  it  was  on  that 
front  Pyle  collected  much  of  his  material,  and 
Germany,  in  order  that  General  Eisenhower 
and  his  troops  might  be  among  the  first  to 
see  the  picture,”  Cowan  said.  “We  can’t  give 
the  exact  location  of  the  Pacific  premiere  yet, 
but  it’ll  be  wherever  Pyle  happens  to  be  as- 
signed, Manila,  Formosa,  China  or — who 
knows? — even  Tokyo.” 

Folliard  Back  for  N.  Y. 

End  of  Depinet  Drive 

NEW  YORK— Robert  Folliard,  captain  of 
RKO’s  1945  Ned  Depinet  drive,  accompanied 
by  Harry  Michalson  and  Mike  Poller,  re- 
turned to  New  York  to  attend  the  final  drive 
meeting  at  the  local  exchange  March  22. 

Upon  his  return  here  from  a 40-day  tour 
of  the  company’s  branches  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada,  Folliard  was  welcomed  by  a delega- 
tion from  the  home  office  and  New  York 
branch.  He  reported  that  the  drive,  slated 
to  end  May  10,  will  surpass  all  previous  rec- 
ords for  billings. 

Present  at  the  windup  powwow  at  the  local 
exchange  were:  Charles  Boasberg,  metropoli- 
tan district  manager;  Phil  Hodes,  New  York 
branch  manager  and  his  sales  staff;  Harry 
Michalson,  Harry  Gittleson,  Walter  Branson, 
Mike  Poller  and  Frank  Drumm. 

Two  Airplane  Plants  Help 
WB  Exploit  "Co-Pilot" 

BUFFALO — Two  Curtiss-Wright  airplane 
factories  will  set  up  booths  for  the  sale  of 
tickets  to  Warners’  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot,” 
slated  to  open  at  the  Great  Lakes  Theatre  in 
April. 

Employes  of  the  plants,  whose  B40  fighter 
planes  are  shown  in  the  film,  have  already 
shown  such  interest  in  the  film  that  100  per 
cent  attendance  seems  certain. 

Joe  Saperstein,  a Fabian 
Winner,  Is  40- Year  Man 

ALBANY — Joe  Saperstein,  manager  of  the 
Grand,  will  celebrate  his  40th  anniversary  in 
show  business  by  collecting  first  prize  in  the 
Fabian  chain’s  “increase  in  business  drive,” 
which  recently  ended.  The  award,  $750  in 
war  bonds,  will  be  presented  by  Si  H.  Fabian. 


$25,000  at  Rochester 

ROCHESTER — Jay  Golden,  RKO-Comer- 
ford  manager  for  Rochester  and  chairman  of 
the  theatre  drive  here  for  the  National  In- 
fantile Paralysis  Foundation,  announced 
more  than  $25,000  was  raised  in  this  year’s 
campaign.  Some  $22,000  was  raised  last  year. 


Dick  Powell  at  Buffalo 

BUFFALO — Dick  Powell,  Andy  Devine  and 
Mike  Mazurki  appeared  on  the  stage  of  the 
20th  Century  Theatre  five  times  last  week 
and  appeared  at  a Red  Cross  luncheon. 


Projector  Repair  and  Parts 

JOE  HORNSTEIN  has  it! 
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Silver  Screen  Canteen 
Has  Its  2nd  Birthday 

NEW  YORK — The  second  anniversary  cele- 
bration of  the  Silver  Screen  Canteen  at  the 
Fraternal  Clubhouse  on  March  21  was  at- 
tended by  executives  and  employes  of  the 
motion  picture  companies  here  and  by  mem- 
bers of  the  armed  forces.  The  canteen,  spon- 
sored by  the  Screen  Office  and  Professional 
Employes  Guild  and  the  Screen  Publicists 
Guild,  has  during  its  two  years  of  existence 
entertained  thousands  of  members  of  the 
armed  forces  and  has  participated  in  numer- 
ous war  drives. 

Stars  of  the  motion  picture  and  entertain- 
ment world,  including  Sheila  Barrett,  Doro- 
thy Ross  and  Molly  Picon,  entertained  at  the 
affair.  Music  was  supplied  by  a G.I.  or- 
chestra. 

Dacey  Asks  Bookings  on 
RKO  Shorts  for  Drive 

NEW  YORK — John  J.  Dacey,  short  subjects 
sales  manager  at  the  RKO  exchange,  in  let- 
ters sent  to  exhibitors  in  the  metropolitan 
area,  has  asked  for  their  cooperation  in  dat- 
ing as  many  featurettes  as  possible  during 
the  Ned  Depinet  drive. 

Among  the  series  listed  by  Dacey  are:  This 
Is  America,  Walt  Disney  cartoons,  Pathe 
Sportscope,  Flicker  Flashbacks  and  two-reel 
comedies  starring  Leon  Errol  and  Edgar  Ken- 
nedy. The  latest  This  Is  America  release, 
“On  Guard,”  will  be  distributed  during  the 
drive,  says  Dacey,  who  added  tljiat  with  the 
exhibitors’  help  the  exchange  stood  “an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  of  winning  several  of  the 
prizes  being  offered.” 


Margolies  Joins  Cowan 

NEW  YORK — Albert  Margolies  has  been 
made  eastern  director  of  publicity  and  adver- 
tising for  Lester  Cowan  Productions.  He  is 
conferring  with  Bill  Pierce  jr.,  the  company’s 
publicity  and  advertising  chief,  now  in  this 
city,  on  the  campaign  for  the  release  of  Ernie 
Pyle’s  “Story  of  G.I.  Joe.” 


M.  J.  Poller  on  Tour 

NEW  YORK — M.  J.  “Mike”  Poller,  assistant 
to  Robert  Mochrie,  RKO  Radio  general  sales 
manager,  has  left  for  Buffalo  to  join  that 
company’s  1945  Ned  Depinet  Drive  squad.  He 
will  team  up  with  Drive  Captain  Robert  Fol- 
liard  and  Short  Subject  Sales  Manager  Harry 
Michalson  to  confere  with  the  sales  staff  at 
the  Buffalo  exchange.  Following  this  meet- 
ing they  will  head  for  Toronto  and  Montreal 
after  which  they  will  return  to  New  York  for 
the  drive’s  final  meeting  on  March  22. 


Polio  Victim  Is  Issued 
First  New  Postal  Note 

Scranton — The  first  of  the  new  postal 
notes  to  be  issued  in  Scranton  was  made 
payable  to  Donald  Diskin  of  Dunmore, 
Pa.,  one  of  the  Lackawanna  County  in- 
fantile paralysis  victims  who  will  con- 
tinue to  benefit  from  the  March  of 
Dimes  drive  recently  concluded. 

The  $5  postal  note  was  purchased  in  a 
brief  ceremony  from  Postmaster  Joseph 
F.  Conrad  by  J.  J.  O’Leary,  president  of 
Comerford  Theatres,  Inc.,  and  county 
chairman  of  the  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign. 

Kaye's  3rd  Goldwyn  Opus 
Nears  Shooting  Stage 

NEW  YORK — Danny  Kaye’s  next  picture 
for  Samuel  Goldwyn,  “The  Kid  from  Brook- 
lyn,” will  go  before  the  cameras  within  the 
next  few  weeks.  This  will  be  the  second 
Kaye  picture  to  use  his  home  town  as  setting. 
“Wonder  Man,”  being  prepared  for  summer 
release,  is  laid  almost  entirely  in  Brooklyn. 

The  new  Kaye  vehicle  reveals  Danny  as  a 
chicken-hearted  stripling  who  becomes  a 
championship  fighter  through  a freak.  The 
part  is  based  on  the  character  created  by 
Harold  Lloyd  in  “The  Milky  Way.” 

Skouras  Theatres  Plan 
Easter  Kiddie  Shows 

NEW  YORK — Special  Easter  kiddie  shows 
have  been  planned  for  most  of  Skouras’  the- 
atres in  the  New  York  area.  In  most  cases 
the  shows  will  be  held  Saturday,  March  31, 
and  will  consist  of  cartoons,  comedies  and 
special  features.  The  Stoddard,  Manhattan, 
will  repeat  the  March  31  show  on  April  2. 

In  Nassau  County,  12  Easter  bunnies  will 
be  given  away  at  each  of  the  circuit’s  houses. 


Governor  Dewey  to  Serve 

NEW  YORK — Gov.  Thomas  E.  Dewey,  Vice- 
Adm.  Herbert  F.  Leary,  USN,  and  Ogden  Reid, 
publisher  of  the  Herald  Tribune,  have  agreed 
to  serve  on  the  honorary  committee  of  the 
Society  of  Illustrators  for  the  “Colonel 
Blimp”  opening,  March  29,  at  the  Gotham 
Theatre. 


Mrs.  Paul  Lazarus  Dies 

NEW  YORK — Mrs.  Hattie  D.  Lazarus,  wife 
of  Paul  N.  Lazarus,  UA  contract  department 
manager,  died  after  an  extended  illness. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  River- 
side Memorial  Chapel  on  Sunday. 


MPA  FETES  MAGILL  ON  RETURN — Motion  Picture  Associates  of  Philadel- 
phia, Inc.,  gathered  at  a luncheon  tendered  Mort  Magill,  Philadelphia  branch  man- 
ager, for  United  Artists,  who  recently  took  up  these  duties  after  several  years  as 
branch  manager  for  UA  in  Pittsburgh.  Magill  was  Philadelphia  salesman  for  UA 
before  going  to  Pittsburgh. 


Films  Inierprei  U.S. 

To  All  of  the  World 

— Films  Interpret  America  to  World — 24  pt.... 

HOLLYWOOD — That  the  American  mo- 
tion picture  can  be  one  of  the  greatest  prac- 
tical weapons  of  peace  was  the  theme  of  an 
address  by  Palmer  Hoyt  in  an  address  be- 
for  the  Town  Hall  on  freedom  of  the  press, 
radio  and  motion  pictures. 

Hoyt  is  publisher  of  the  Portland  Ore- 
gonian and  former  director  of  the  Office  of 
War  Information. 

“One  of  the  great  responsibilities  of  the 
industry  is  to  interpret  America  clearly  to 
the  world,”  Hoyt  said.  “The  American  mo- 
tion picture  is  already  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  American  way  of  life.  It 
is  a prime  minister  of  democracy  and  a co- 
guardian of  freedom  of  the  press,  which  in 
turn  guarantees  its  own  liberty  and  survival. 
In  the  future  it  will  have  an  increasing  ob- 
ligation in  the  field  of  education,  both  na- 
tional and  international.” 

Hoyt  said  that  to  strengthen  democracy  in 
the  postwar  era,  a world-wide  exchange  of 
ideas  through  press,  radio  and  motion  pic- 
tures must  be  encouraged. 

“The  American  motion  picture  industry 
should  be  tremendously  interested  in  seeing 
that  good  films  are  produced  in  the  other 
countries  of  the  world  . . . and  that  there  is 
a free  exchange  of  pictures  so  that  the  people 
of  each  country  may  see  how  others  live.” 

The  publisher  also  stressed  the  necessity  of 
the  industry’s  defending  itself  in  a body  when 
its  freedom  is  attacked,  saying  that  if  one 
producer’s  efforts  are  assailed,  all  other  pro- 
ducers are  simultaneously  affected. 

Landow,  Former  Universal 
Manager,  Dies  at  55 

PHILADELPHIA — Myer  Landow,  55,  former 
exchange  manager  here  for  Universal,  died 
here  March  20.  For  the  last  ten  years,  Lan- 
dow was  vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Pfaltzgraff  Pottery  Co.,  York,  Pa.  His 
wife,  Anne,  survives. 


Lee  Off  to  Salt  Lake 

NEW  YORK — Claude  Lee,  Paramount  di- 
rector of  public  relations,  has  left  for  Salt 
Lake,  where  he  will  address  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Intermountain  Theatres  Ass’n  to  be 
held  at  the  Hotel  Utah.  In  addition  he  will 
speak  at  a city-wide  civic  luncheon  launch- 
ing the  joint  Community  Chest  and  National 
War  Relief  drive. 


R-K-O  to  Pay  $1.50 

NEW  YORK — The  board  of  directors  of 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Corp.  declared  a divi- 
dend of  $1.50  per  share  on  its  6 per  cent 
preferred  stock,  payable  May  1,  1945  to  stock- 
holders of  record  at  the  close  of  business 
April  20,  1945.  This  payment  constitutes  the 
regular  dividend  for  the  current  quarter,  end- 
ing April  30,  1945. 


Don  Terry  Gets  Citation 

NEW  YORK — Former  actor,  Lieut.  Don 
Terry,  USNR,  has  received  a citation  for  his 
service  during  the  South  Pacific  invasions  of 
May  1944.  He  was  last  seen  as  the  daredevil 
commander  of  the  Universal  series,  “Don 
Winslow.” 


Robert  Cohn  Is  Promoted 

NEW  YORK — Robert  Cohn,  son  of  Jack 
Cohn,  has  been  awarded  the  DFC  and  pro- 
moted to  captain  in  the  army  air  force.  He 
is  a photographer-gunner  with  the  Sixth  com- 
bat camera  unit  now  stationed  in  the  Philip- 
pines. 
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(Hollywood  Ofjice — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Stars  lo  War  Plants 
For  Seventh  Loan 

Appearance  of  Hollywood  stars  at  47  Los 
Angeles  area  war  plant  and  shipyard  rallies, 
to  pave  the  way  for  the  Seventh  War  Loan 
with  precampaign  drive  for  increased  bond 
purchases  by  pay  roll  deduction,  has  been 
approved  by  the  Hollywood  Victory  Commit- 
tee. The  first  rallies  were  scheduled  at  the 
Wilmington  shipyard  of  Consolidated  Steel 
Corp.,  with  Mary  Brian,  recently  returned 
from  her  second  overseas  entertainment  tour, 
making  two  appearances. 

Other  personalities  set  by  HVC  were  Judith 
Anderson  for  the  Craig  shipyard  of  Consoli- 
dated at  Long  Beach;  Joan  Fontaine,  at  Cal- 
ship;  Marsha  Hunt,  for  five  appearances  at 
Northrup  Aircraft;  William  Gargan,  at  the 
Pico  yard  of  Consolidated  Steel  at  Long 
Beach. 

Players  will  bet  set  for  rallies  at  other  major 
aircraft  plants  and  shipyards  through 
April  16. 

Hollywood  Dimes  Total  Up 
63  Per  Cent  Over  1944 

Hollywood’s  campaign  for  the  Infantile 
Paralysis  Foundation  in  January  brought  con- 
tributions totaling  $80,260,  an  increase  of 
more  than  63  per  cent  over  the  amount  raised 
in  1944,  the  Permanent  Charities  Committee 
announced  after  a final  report  was  presented 
by  Fred  S.  Meyer,  campaign  chairman. 

Meyer  opined  that  donors  in  the  studios  and 
allied  industries  gave  more  than  did  any 
other  organized  group  in  the  nation.  The 
drive  was  completed  in  less  than  half  the 
time  used  in  previous  years,  he  pointed  out, 
paying  tribute  to  the  enthusiasm  of  studio 
and  guild  colonels,  members  of  labor’s  exec- 
utive committee  and  the  labor  majors.  He 
also  commented  on  the  cooperation  of  the 
trade  press,  and  gave  a special  bow  to  Don 
Chambers,  campaign  manager,  who  handled 
the  drive  this  year  for  the  first  time. 

Winninger  Will  Narrate 
"The  Two-Way  Street" 

Charles  Winninger  has  been  selected  to  do 
the  prologue  and  narration  for  “The  Two-Way 
Street,”  a government  film  for  the  OWI  and 
the  WAC  on  lend  lease.  Picture  is  being 
filmed  at  Monogram  studio  with  Phil  Karl- 
stein  directing  and  PRC  is  sharing  distribu- 
tion costs  with  Monogram. 

PRC  Appoints  Ray  Young 
Studio  Business  Head 

PRC  President  Leon  Fromkess  has  an- 
nounced promotion  of  Ray  Young,  production 
manager,  to  the  post  of  studio  business  man- 
ager. Raoul  Pagel,  former  unit  manager,  will 
take  over  Young’s  production  managerial 
chores. 


"Birth  of  a Nation"  Won 
An  "Oscar"  Back  in  1916 

Hollywood — Annual  awards  for  the  best 
in  motion  picture  entertainment  are  al- 
most as  old  as  the  movies  themselves. 

Twenty-eight  years  ago,  for  example, 
back  in  1916,  a committee  of  citizens — 
noted  writers  and  educators — conferred 
such  a distinction  upon  “Birth  of  a Na- 
tion” and  upon  its  creator,  D.  W.  Griffith. 

Even  then  the  importance  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  screen  as  an  art  medium  was 
realized. 

Exchanges  Vie  to  Set 
'Crime,  Inc.'  Openers 

PRC  exchanges  and  franchise  holders  ap- 
parently are  vying  to  set  premieres  of  “Crime, 
Inc.,”  Leon  Fromkess  production  based  on 
Martin  Mooney’s  book  exposing  the  rackets  in 
America’s  metropolitan  cities. 

The  world  debut  of  the  picture  is  to  be  at 
the  Garrick  Theatre,  Chicago,  March  29.  Don 
McElwaine,  director  of  publicity  and  adver- 
tising, trained  out  to  prepare  the  opening 
campaign.  Mooney,  who  is  associate  producer 
of  the  picture,  is  set  to  attend  the  Chicago 
opening. 

The  Translux  Theatre  in  Boston  will  open 
the  picture  April  3 and  a triple  western 
premiere  is  set  for  April  4 at  the  Esquire  and 
Tivoli  theatres,  San  Francisco,  and  the  Es- 
quire, Oakland. 


Liszt's  Life  and  Music 
To  Be  Filmed  by  PRC 

A biographical  musical-romance,  based  on 
the  life  and  music  of  Franz  Liszt  and  titled 
“Dreams  of  Love,”  will  be  produced  by  PRC 
according  to  announcement  by  Leon  From- 
kess, the  company’s  president. 

Production  will  be  made  from  an  original 
play  by  Patrick  O’Sullivan,  pianist-composer 
and  dean  of  Memphis  College  of  Music.  The 
shooting  script  has  been  completed. 

Ward  Leaves  Universal 
To  Deal  for  New  Spot 

Composer-Conductor  Edward  Ward,  under 
contract  to  Universal  for  the  last  four  years, 
has  terminated  his  association  with  the  studio 
through  mutual  agreement  before  expiration 
of  the  pact.  Ward  has  tentative  plans  for  a 
new  berth  through  a currently  pending  deal. 


Set  for  "Dangerous  Partners" 

Grant  Withers,  who  has  an  acting  contract 
with  Republic  and  one  as  a producer  at 
Monogram,  has  been  borrowed  for  Metro’s 
“Dangerous  Partners.” 


Paramount  Lot  Bustles 
With  Travel  Activity 

Not  only  did  Paramount  take  the  limelight 
at  the  Academy  Awards  event,  but  it  was  the 
busiest  lot  in  town  on  another  count — the 
going  and  coming  of  home  office  and  studio 
executives. 

Barney  Balaban,  company  president,  de- 
parted after  several  weeks  of  conferences  with 
Y.  Frank  Freeman  and  Henry  Ginsberg,  pro- 
duction chiefs.  The  studio  rolled  out  its  best 
red  carpet  to  welcome  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  presi- 
dent of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  who, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Fitzgibbons,  arrived  for 
studio  huddles  and  to  gander  new  product. 
Another  visitor  was  A1  Wilkie,  publicity  di- 
rector in  the  New  York  office,  here  for  con- 
ferences with  George  Brown,  studio  blurb 
chief.  Loren  Ryder,  head  of  Paramount’s 
sound  department,  returned  to  his  desk  after 
several  weeks  in  the  east. 

Agnew  at  WPB  Conference 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  of  Vanguard 
Films  in  charge  of  distribution,  planed  for 
Washington  to  attend  a WPB  meeting  on  raw 
stock.  Agnew  departed  a few  hours  after  re- 
turning from  Tucson,  Ariz.,  where  he  spent 
three  days  in  conferences  with  David  O.  Selz- 
nick,  and  Daniel  T.  O’Shea,  president,  and 
E.  L.  Scanlon,  vice-president  of  Vanguard. 

Alfred  Hitchcock  returned  from  a month  in 
New  York,  where  the  director  has  been  work- 
ing with  Ben  Hecht  on  script  of  his  next  pic- 
ture for  Selznick.  Expected  back  from  east- 
ern trips  were  George  Bagnall,  United  Artists 
vice-president,  and  John  Hawkins,  studio 
publicity  head  for  UA. 

Irving  Rapper,  Warner  director,  trained  out 
for  New  York  to  attend  world  premiere  of 
“The  Corn  Is  Green”  at  the  Hollywood  Thea- 
tre March  29.  Rapper  directed  the  Bette 
Davis  starrer. 

Republic  Chiefs  Hold  Powwows 

Herbert  Yates,  Republic  Picture  head, 
James  Grainger,  sales  chief,  and  Bill  Saal  ar- 
rived from  New  York  for  studio  powwows. 
Later  Grainger,  accompanied  by  Francis 
Bateman,  western  division  sales  manager,  left 
for  San  Francisco,  from  where  Grainger 
planned  to  return  to  Gotham. 

Robert  Haggiag,  distributor  for  PRC  pic- 
tures in  North  Africa,  France,  Belgium,  Lux- 
embourg and  Italy,  was  in  Hollywood  con- 
ferring with  Leon  Fromkess,  president  of 
PRC,  on  distribution  of  product  in  territories 
reclaimed  from  the  axis. 

Olin  Clark,  eastern  story  editor  for  Metro, 
arrived  for  a week  of  conferences  with  studio 
executives. 


Reopens  After  Fire 

HUNTINGTON  PARK,  CALIF— The  Bell 
Alcazar,  partly  destroyed  by  fire  last  Sep- 
tember, has  been  reopened.  More  than  $25,000 
was  spent  in  modernizing  the  building.  Karl 
Swanstrom  is  manager. 
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STUDIO  PERSONNELITIES 


Barnstormers 


Monogram 

HUNTZ  HALL  and  GABRIEL  DELL  of  the  East  Side 
Kids  series,  scheduled  for  a March  personal  appear- 
ance tour  of  the  northwest. 

Briefies 


Warners 

“The  Riding  Hannefords,"  short,  featuring  Poodles 
Hanneford  and  his  family,  will  be  directed  by  DEL 
FRAZIER,  recently  discharged  from  the  army.  GOR- 
DON HOLLINGSHEAD  will  produce. 

Cleffers 

Metro 

HARRY  WARREN  and  JOHNNY  MERCER  slated  to 
score  "The  Belle  of  New  York." 

Universal 

INEZ  JAMES  and  SIDNEY  MILLER  signed  to  write 
four  song  numbers  for  "On  Stage,  Everybody." 

Loanouts 


Monogram 

King  Brothers  are  borrowing  LAWRENCE.  TIERNEY 
from  RKO  for  topline  role  in  "Payment  Due,”  an 
original  psychological  mystery  by  John  Faxon. 

Paramount 

SARA  HADEN  borrowed  from  Metro  to  join  cast 
of  "Our  Hearts  Were  Growing  Up." 

United  Artists 

Edward  Small  has  borrowed  BARRY  SULLIVAN 
from  Paramount  for  featured  role  in  "Getting  Ger- 
tie's Garter." 

JULES  LEVEY  gets  BARBARA  BRITTON  on  a loan- 
out  deal  from  Paramount  for  important  stint  in  his 
next  production,  still  untitled. 

Meggers 


Monogram 

CHRISTY  CABANNE  inked  to  meg  "The  Purple 
Hour." 

Republic 

E "EDDY"  JOCELYN  WHITE  has  been  handed  the 
associate  producership  on  "The  Crooked  Mile"; 
STEVE  SEKELY  assigned  to  meg. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Sound  rights  to  "Cameo  Kirby,"  silent  film  made 
in  1930,  have  been  acquired  and  WILLIAM  PERL- 
BERG  will  produce  the  remake  planned  as  a Tech- 
nicolor musical  to  costar  Jeanne  Crain  and  Dana 
Andrews. 

Universal 

RAY  TAYLOR's  option  has  been  renewed  and  he'll 
codirect  with  Lewis  D.  Collins  on  "Secret  Agent 
X9,"  a serial. 

Options 


Columbia 

Option  on  JEROME  COURTLAND  renewed. 

Femme  lead  in  "Tars  and  Spars"  handed  to  JANET 
BLAIR,  while  CORNEL  WILDE  and  ANITA  LOUISE 
were  named  to  topline  in  "Bandit  of  Sherwood 
Forest." 

Metro 

Through  an  exchange  agreement  with  the  London 
studios,  PAT  KIRKWOOD,  English  actress,  will  come 
from  Britain  to  star  in  "No  Leave,  No  Love"  replac- 
ing Ginny  Simms,  originally  slated  for  role.  Joe 
Pasternak  will  produce. 

GRANT  WITHERS,  who  has  an  acting  contract  with 
Republic  and  cne  as  a producer  at  Monogram,  has 
been  borrowed  for  "Dangerous  Partners." 

ROBERT  WALKER  set  to  portray  Jerome  Kern  in 
"Till  the  Clouds  Roll  By." 

Monogram 

MARIE  HARMON  has  been  signed  for  the  feminine 
lead  in  "Springtime  in  Texas,"  second  in  the  new 
series  starring  Jimmy  Wakely. 

Paramount 

Cast  adds:  VIRGINIA  FARMER  to  "Our  Hearts 
Were  Growing  Up":  BILL  HAADE  and  LYLE  LATELL 
to  "The  Well  Groomed  Bride." 

TOM  POWERS  signed  for  prominent  role  in  "The 
Blue  Dahlia."  DON  COSTELLO  another  cast  addi- 
tion. 

"Our  Hearts  Were  Growing  Up"  cast  augmented 
by  CHARLES  WILLIAMS. 

BOB  GRAHAM,  signed  to  a contract  six  months  ago, 
will  make  his  first  picture  appearance  in  the  Pine 
and  Thomas  production,  "People  Are  Funny." 

RKO  Radio 

Eight-year-old  SHARYN  MOFFETT's  contract  re- 
newed. 


DOROTHY  CHRISTY  and  HOLMES  HERBERT  added 
to  cast  of  "George  White's  Scandals  of  1945." 

Juvenile  roles  in  International  Picture's  "Tomorrow 
Is  Forever"  go  to  NATACHA  GURDIN  and  SONNY 
HOWE. 

United  Artists 

Hunt  Stromberg  has  lifted  JOHNNY  CLARK's  option. 

Hunt  Stromberg  signs  PENNY  SINGLETON  for  im- 
portant stint  in  "Young  Widow." 

Universal 

Dancer  DANNY  MORTON  handed  a long-term  con- 
tract, first  stint  under  which  will  be  the  male  lead 
in  "Hear  That  Trumpet  Talk.  ' 

BORIS  KARLOFF  ticketed  to  make  three  features, 
initialer  to  be  "The  House  of  Dracula,"  in  which  will 
be  cast  all  of  the  lot's  chill  dispensers,  ala  "House 
of  Frankenstein."  Paul  Malvern  will  produce,  Erie 
Kenton  direct  from  a script  by  Edward  T.  Lowe  and 
under  guidance  of  Joseph  Gershenson,  production 
executive. 


A POPULAR  “DILLINGER” — When 
Monogram  studio  staged  a free  grog  and 
groceries  reception  for  the  Hollywood 
press  following  the  preview  of  its  picture 
“Dillinger,”  Lawrence  Tierney,  who  por- 
trayed the  title  role,  proved  to  the  photog- 
rapher that  he  is  much  more  popular 
than  was  the  mobster  whose  life  he  de- 
lineated in  the  picture.  Here  he  is: 

Top:  With  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Ray  John- 
ston, Monogram’s  president;  center:  Be- 
tween Franklin  King,  left,  and  Maury 
King,  who  under  their  trade  name,  King 
Bros.,  produced  the  feature;  bottom:  L. 
to  R.,  Capt.  Robert  Serena,  husband  of 
Anne  Jeffreys,  who  had  the  feminine 
lead  in  the  film;  Tierney;  Trem  Carr, 
executive  director  of  Monogram,  and 
Miss  Jeffreys. 


Warners 

Into  the  cast  of  “Janie  Gets  Married"  go  DORO- 
THY MALONE  and  DONALD  MEEK. 

HATTIE  McDANIEL  set  for  part  in  "Janie  Gets  Mar- 
ried." 

Scripters 

Columbia 

JOHN  HOWARD  LAWSON's  option  renewed. 

Independents 

Producer  Sol  Lesser  has  ticketed  ILSE  LAHN  and 
JEANE  COHEN  to  write  the  screenplay  of  Clark  Mc- 
Meekin's  novel,  "Show  Me  a Land." 

ROBERT  RILEY  CRUTCHER,  radio  writer,  signed 
by  Sol  Lesser  for  screenplay  stint  on  "Paris  Can- 
teen." 

Monogram 

HARVEY  GATES  assigned  to  collaborate  with  Sid- 
ney Sutherland  on  screenplay  of  "Allotment  Wives, 
Inc." 

FRANCES  KAVANAUGH  has  started  an  original 
screenplay  for  the  third  in  the  Jimmy  Wakely  series, 
as  yet  untitled. 

IRVING  YORDAN,  Chicago  newspaper  man,  has 
joined  King  Brothers  Productions  as  member  of  its 
stoiy  department. 

DENNIS  COOPER  is  scripting  "Main  Street  Girl" 
from  the  original  by  John  Faxon. 

Paramount 

ARTHUR  SHEEKMAN  inked  for  screenplay  chore  of 
"June  Bride." 

Republic 

GEORGE  CALLAHAN  set  to  script  from  an  original 
story  the  second  of  Burkett-Rosen's  new  Tugboat 
Annie  series,  as  yet  untitled.  Jane  Darwell  will 
play  the  title  role,  with  Edgar  Kennedy  costarring. 

RKO  Radio 

EARNEY  DEAN,  Paramount  writer,  has  been  loaned 
to  Leo  McCarey,  producer-director,  for  "The  Bells 
of  St.  Mary's." 

Universal 

"Tangier"  will  be  written  for  the  screen  by  STEVE 
FISHER  for  Paul  Malvern,  producer. 

Producer  Felix  Jackson  inks  ED  BELOIN  to  do  the 
screenplay  of  "Catherine  the  Last,"  next  Deanna 
Durbin  starrer. 

Story  Buys 

Independents 

Howard  Sheehan  has  acquired  an  original  story, 
"Berchtesgaden,"  which  he  will  adapt  for  the  screen. 
Story  is  slated  for  June  production.  Release  has  not 
yet  been  set. 

Metro 

Raymond  Chandler's  "The  Lady  in  the  Lake"  has 
been  purchased  and  slated  for  production  by  George 
Haight.  Author  will  assist  with  screenplay  which  is 
to  feature  an  all-star  cast.  Starring  role  is  that  of 
a detective  who  is  called  in  to  find  a missing  woman. 
A series  of  murders  builds  to  a climax. 

"Great  Temptation,"  based  on  a novel,  "Carl  and 
Anna,"  by  Leonard  Frank,  has  been  acquired  as  a 
starring  vehicle  for  Greer  Garson.  Casey  Robinson 
is  penning  the  script  for  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.,  pro- 
ducer. 

20th  Century-Fox 

A novel  by  Louise  Baker  titled  "Party  Line"  has 
been  purchased  and  handed  to  Robert  Bassler  for 
early  production.  The  novel,  to  be  published  in 
April,  centers  in  a small  California  town  in  1920  and 
concerns  the  lives  of  its  people  as  seen  through  the 
eyes  of  the  hamlet's  telephone  operator. 

Universal 

"She  Meant  No  Harm,"  novel  by  Donald  Hender- 
son Clarke,  purchased  and  added  to  production 
slate  of  Edmund  I Hartmann,  who  assigned  Arthur 
Phillips  to  do  the  screenplay.  * 

Technically 

Columbia 

Dialog  direction  assignments:  EDWIN  PHILLIPS 
to  "Song  of  Broadway"  and  MEL  FERRER  to  "Some 
Call  It  Love," 

LOUIS  GERMONPREZ  set  as  assistant  director  on 
"Tars  and  Spars." 

Paramount 

Costumes  for  "The  Blue  Dahlia"  will  be  designed 
by  EDITH  HEAD. 

ODETTE  MYRTIL  signed  by  Pine  and  Thomas  to 
design  wardrobes  for  "People  Are  Funny." 

ALVIN  GANZER  named  assistant  megger  on  "The 
Stork  Club." 

RKO  Radio 

WIARD  B.  1HNEN,  Academy  Award  winning  pro- 
duction designer  of  "Wilson,"  will  design  the  Tech- 
nicolor sets  for  "Countess  of  Monte  Cristo,"  Sonya 
Henie's  second  starrer  for  International  Pictures 
where  Ihnen  is  under  long  term  contract. 

United  Artists 

Nero  Productions  sign  RUDI  FELD  as  art  director 
on  "Whistle  Stop." 

ROY  BURNS  set  as  business  manager  on  “The  Blue 
Dahlia." 

Warners 

Assignments  of  art  directors  were  made  by  MAX 
PARKER,  head  art  department.  STANLEY  FLEISCHER, 
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“Danger  Signal";  ANTON  GROT,  "The  Two  Mrs. 
Carrolls"  and  "The  Adventures  ol  Don  Juan";  ROB- 
ERT HAAS,  “Janie  Gets  Married";  ROLAND  HILL, 
short  subjects;  JOHN  HOLDEN,  special  effects;  JOHN 
HUGHES,  “Night  and  Day"  and  “Manhattan  Fury"; 
LEO  KUTER,  “Confidential  Agent"  and  “Fog  Over 
London";  HUGH  RETICKER,  “The  Time,  the  Place  and 
the  Girl";  TED  SMITH,  “The  Wailflower"and  “Man 
Who  Died  Twice.” 

Title  Changes 

Republic 

AN  ANGEL  COMES  TO  BROOKLYN  replaces  “New 
F QC6S  of  1 945  ' ' 

"The  Adorable  Dope''  becomes  ONE  EXCITING 
WEEK. 

WOMAN  WHO  CAME  BACK  is  new  title  for  "The 
Iron  Master.'' 

PRC  Pictures 

"Highway  to  Hell"  becomes  HER  LAST  MILE. 

Warners 

“This  Love  of  Ours"  becomes  PRIDE  OF  THE 
MARINES. 

Ready  to  Construct 
Salt  Lake  Theatre 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Plans  for  a new  the- 
atre about  three  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
here  have  been  completed  by  Carl  Bierman, 
local  petroleum  dealer,  and  now  await  only 
approval  by  Ralph  Bristol,  WPB  district  man- 
ager, before  work  is  begun  on  the  show- 
house. 

Quite  a jack-of-all-trades,  Bierman  plans 
to  do  much  of  the  building  himself.  He  al- 
ready has  supervised  construction  of  several 
homes  and  buildings  in  the  South  Salt  Lake 
area. 

Materials  and  men  already  are  available 
for  his  latest  venture,  Bierman  said.  All 
that  is  needed  now  is  an  okay  from  the  WPB. 

Bierman  said  plans  call  for  a building  three 
stories  high  in  front,  but  with  no  balcony 
in  the  theatre.  He  hasn’t  any  plans  for  the 
other  two  floors.  He  also  expects  to  furnish 
the  building  with  the  latest  theatre  equip- 
ment, including  radiant  heating  in  the  floor 
and  air  conditioning.  It  is  expected  the  build- 
ing will  seat  more  than  500  persons.  Bier- 
man has  made  no  contacts  with  distributors 
or  operators,  but  said  he  expects  no  trouble 
in  this  respect  as  there  are  no  showhouses 
within  three  or  four  miles  on  either  side 
of  his  projected  theatre,  which  will  be  built 
at  2432  South  State  St. 

Stars'  War  Work  Reports 
Decline  to  New  Low 

Maybe  it  was  the  general  effect  of  the 
strike,  or  it  could  have  been  that  the  pub- 
licity boys — who  were  among  the  strikers — 
were  not  on  hand  to  compile  necessary  data. 

In  either  event,  the  week’s  reports  on  war 
work  by  Hollywood  personalities  hit  a new 
low. 

Screen  star  visits  to  GI  hospitals  on  the 
USO-Camp  Shows  circuit  from  San  Diego  to 
San  Francisco  were  announced  by  the  Holly- 
wood Victory  Committee. 

Ginny  Simms  was  set  to  entertain  at  Hoff 
General  Hospital  and  Santa  Barbara  Redis- 
tribution Center  and  at  Long  Beach  Naval 
Hospital.  Eddie  Cantor  and  his  troupe,  in- 
cluding Bert  Gordon  (the  Mad  Russian),  Nora 
Lou  Martin,  Leonard  Suess,  Bee  Walker  and 
Herb  Bruce,  played  two  shows  at  Letterman 
General  Hospital  at  San  Francisco  and  then 
appeared  at  Hamilton  Debarkation  Hospital. 

Alan  Carney  and  Wally  Brown  were  sched- 
uled to  headline  a troupe  at  Norconian  Naval 
Hospital. 

Alan  Carney  and  Wally  Brown  were  sched- 
uled to  headline  a troupe  at  Norconian  Naval 
Hospital,  with  Ruth  Fox,  the  Nilsson  Twins, 
Val  Setz,  Harry  Mendoza,  Joan  Arnold  and 
Teddi  Sherman. 

A company  including  Danny  Thomas,  Kim 
Kimberly,  Rodney  Bell,  the  Towne  Sisters, 
Billy  Boland  and  Martha  Green  opened  a 
three-day  tour  of  seven  San  Diego  naval  in- 
stallations. 


MOTHING  apparently  can  disturb  glam- 
our’s exalted  position  as  Hollywood’s 
most  cherished  quality.  Witness:  The 
17th  Annual  Awards  Event  of  the  Academy  of 
Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences,  whose 
characteristic  glitter  was  little  dimmed  by 
the  studio  strike.  For  four  days  the  walk- 
outs, their  significance  and  their  threat  of 
crippling  the  entire  industry  had  been  the 
major  topic  of  interest  and  conversation  in 
the  film  capital.  But  came  Awards  night  and 
Cinemania's  great  and  near  great  shed  their 
labor  troubles  like  cocoons,  emerging  as  beau- 
tiful butterflies  to  take  their  bows. 

True,  the  jurisdiction  wars  crowded  the 
outcome  of  the  Oscar  sweepstakes  off  of  page 
one  of  the  lay  press,  despite  which  bad  pub- 
licity break,  the  annual  Awards  Event  was  far 
and  away  the  best-staged,  most  impressive  of 
any  during  recent  years. 

Contributing  substantially  to  the  program’s 
excellence  was  the  Cinemontage  which  con- 
sisted of  scenes  from  all  of  the  pictures  from 
which  nominations  had  been  made.  Adroitly 
edited  and  with  clever  commentary,  this 
method  of  reviewing  the  nominations  was  a 
vast  improvement  on  the  previous  boring  pro- 
cedure of  reading  them  from  the  rostrum. 

Sharing  the  entertainment  honors  with  the 
Cinemontage  was  Bob  Hope,  who  excelled  his 
previous  splendid  achievements  as  master  of 
ceremonies  . . . Easter  will  present  no  problem 
this  year  for  Ed  Gardner,  the  “Archie”  of 
Duffy’s  Tavern.  The  egg  which  his  part  of 
the  program  laid  was  sufficiently  large  to  take 
care  of  his  Easter  needs — and  those  of  his 
friend  ...  In  view  of  the  fact  that  Jennifer 
(“Song  of  Bernadette”)  Jones  was  the  popu- 
lar selection  for  last  year’s  kudos  for  the  best 
performance  by  an  actress,  unavoidably 
noticeable  was  the  lack  of  applause  which 
greeted  her  name  when  it  was  mentioned  as 
a this  year  candidate  for  the  best  delinea- 
tion of  an  actress  in  a supporting  role.  The 
chill  was  testimony  to  Hollywood’s  fickle- 
ness. 

Kipling’s  celebrated  “thin  red  line  of 
heroes”  was  emulated  by  the  studios’  publicity 
directors.  Normally  they  are  on  hand  with 
their  entire  staffs  to  see  that  their  respective 
brass  hats  and  stars  receive  their  just  share 
of  the  limelight.  This  year  the  strike-bound 
staffs  were  sitting  comfortably  at  home  or  in 
cocktail  lounges  while  the  unassisted  blurb 
chiefs  were  running  themselves  ragged  trying 
to  see  that  no  one  was  slighted  ...  In  which 
connection  Don  King  stole  a march  on  the 
rest  of  the  praisers.  He  had  David  O.  Selz- 
nick’s  two  stars,  Ingrid  Bergman  and  Jenni- 
fer Jones,  on  hand  shortly  after  seven  o’clock. 
They  were  the  first  available  to  the  metro- 
politan dailies’  photographers  and  conse- 
quently appeared  prominently  as  the  art  ac- 
companying the  next  morning  stories  . . . 
Newsmen  were  puzzled  by  the  ringing  round 
of  applause  that  apparently  was  given  Perry 
Lieber  when  he  alighted  at  the  theatre,  until 
it  was  discovered  that  he  had  Cary  Grant  in 
tow. 

Rightfully,  the  evening’s  program  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  memory  of  Mark  Sandrich,  whose 
basic  plan  was  followed  in  the  presentation. 
And  touching  was  the  tribute  paid  his  show- 
manship by  John  Cromwell,  who  emceed  the 
first  part  of  the  show.  The  late,  popular 
Sandrich  would  have  been  proud  to  see  the 
impressive  culmination  of  his  plans  upon 
which  he  was  working  when  death  claimed 
him. 

In  general,  it  was  a highly  successful 


Awards  Event  and  again  strikingly  illustrates 
how  far  superior  is  its  streamlined  staging  in 
a theatre  to  the  tortuous,  stuffy,  boring  ban- 
quets of  previous  years — may  they  never  re- 
turn. 


“CHEF  CAST  AS 

CHEF  IN  ‘YOLANDA’” 

— Metro  publicity  headline 
Which  seems  almost  too  logical  for  Holly- 
wood’s modus  operandi. 


Hollywood’s  ebullient  propensity  toward 
cycles  is  going  overboard  on  features  based 
on  the  lives  of  composers.  George  Gershwin, 
Cole  Porter,  Franz  Schubert,  Frederic  Chopin 
are  just  a few  of  the  great  tunesmiths,  past 
and  present,  whose  careers  are  being  or  have 
been  immortalized  in  celluloid.  Two  most  re- 
cent manifestations  of  the  trend  are  plans 
by  Republic  for  “Mozart  Goes  to  Prague” 
and  announcement  by  PRC  that  it  will  make 
a feature,  titled  “Dreams  of  Love,”  based  on 
the  life  and  music  of  Franz  Liszt. 

Let  the  tendency  go  much  further  and  some 
enterprising  film  maker  may  yet  reveal  to  a 
breathless  public  the  intimate  details  about 
those  pornographic  paragraphers  who  limned 
the  lyrics  for  “Frankie  and  Johnny”  and  “The 
B , er,  Illegitimate  King  of  England.” 


Howard  Sheehan,  who  recently  resigned 
an  executive  production  post  at  Republic,  an- 
nounces purchase  of  screen  rights  to  “Berch- 
tesgaden,”  which  he  plans  to  produce  inde- 
pendently this  summer.  Warner  has  sched- 
uled a forthcoming  production,  titled  “The 
Ghost  of  Berchtesgaden.” 

But  the  epic  on  the  subject  is  being  pre- 
pared by  Eisenhower,  Patton,  Bradley  and 
Hodges.  It  will  be  titled,  it  is  hoped,  “The 
Corpse  of  Berchtesgaden.” 


“Hallgrimur  Benediktsson,  president  of  the 
Iceland  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  chairman 
of  the  Icelandic  delegation  to  the  recent  In- 
ternational business  conference  in  New  York, 
made  his  first  visit  to  a film  studio  when  he 
and  his  daughter,  Inga,  were  guests  at  Para- 
mount,” a release  from  that  studio  informs. 

Attracted  to  that  studio,  no  doubt,  by  the 
temperature  of  Blurber-in-Chief  George 
Brown’s  office. 


“UNIVERSAL  LIFTS  OPTION  ON 
ALL  SEVEN  SALOME’  GIRLS” 

— Pete  Dailey  headline. 

And  for  all  these  years  a misguided  popu- 
lace thought  they  wore  veils.  But  it’s  nice 
work  if  you  can  get  it,  nonetheless. 


Alex  Evelove’s  eager  Burbankian  beavers 
relate  that  “Dane  Clark  has  had  an  honorary 
degree  conferred  upon  him  by  the  bartenders’ 
association.” 

The  Order  of  Mickey  Finn,  perhaps? 
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Mojave  Rocket  Center 
To  Get  830-Sealer 

DOWNEY,  CALIF— Construction  has  start- 
ed on  a new  theatre  building  in  the  navy’s 
Mojave  Desert  center  for  production  and  test- 
ing of  rocket  shells  and  guns.  Last  of  pri- 
orities and  other  rights  were  granted  recently 
for  the  project  at  the  new  townsite  of  Ridge- 
crest in  the  Inyokern  community. 

The  Cummings  Theatre  Co.  of  Downey, 
composed  of  Evert  R.  Cummings  and  John 
J.  Kolbo,  who  own  and  manage  the  Meralta 
and  Victory  theatres  here,  has  been  nego- 
tiating for  some  time  for  establishment  of 
the  house  in  the  desert  center.  The  building 
will  be  erected  by  the  Ridgecrest  Development 
Co.  and  leased  by  the  Cummings  company, 
which  will  place  all  equipment  and  conduct 
the  business.  The  structure  will  be  60x130 
feet,  of  concrete  block  construction,  and  will 
seat  830.  Cost  will  approximate  $40,000.  Park- 
ing will  be  provided  for  300  cars. 

A year  ago  the  community  of  Inyokern 
numbered  53,  now  it  exceeds  two  thousand. 
The  navy  reservation  embraces  1,025  square 
miles  and  the  station  is  being  established  on 
a permanent  basis.  The  navy  is  building  a 
$750,000  elementary  and  high  school  plant  as 
well  as  erecting  a model  community  of  apart- 
ments, houses  and  dormitories.  The  navy  is 
supervising  the  teaching  of  more  than  a thou- 
sand children. 

Mr.  Cummings  said  he  hopes  to  be  ready 
to  open  the  new  theatre  in  April. 

The  New  Royal  Theatre 
Opens  at  Lehi,  Utah 

LEHI,  UTAH — Theatre  fans  of  this  small 
farming  community  30  miles  south  of  Salt 
Lake  City  are  happy  once  again. 

For  the  past  six  months,  ever  since  the 
town's  only  theatre,  the  Royal,  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  they’ve  had  to  ride  or  walk  nearly 
five  miles  to  the  nearest  showhouse,  in 
American  Fork. 

Now,  thanks  to  WPB  consent  in  releasing 
materials  and  approving  building  plans,  Cliff 
Miller,  for  the  past  several  years  manager 
of  the  theatre,  has  reopened.  His  opening 
film,  “Home  in  Indiana”  (20th-Fox),  was 
shown  Thursday  in  a new  theatre,  but  on  the 
site  of  the  showhouse  that  burned  to  the 
ground  September  21  with  an  estimated  loss 
of  $50,000  but  happily  no  casualties.  Al- 
though not  fully  completed  because  not  all 
materials  ordered  were  available,  the  new 
theatre  has  all  the  latest  equipment  and  is 
right  up  to  date  for  a small-town  showhouse, 
according  to  Manager  Miller. 

A Lodge  Owner  Narrates 
Trailer  for  "Dillinger" 

A special  trailer  for  Monogram’s  “Dillinger” 
has  been  narrated  by  Emil  Wanatka,  owner 
of  Little  Bohemia  Lodge  at  Manitowish,  Wis., 
scene  of  the  famous  gun  battle  ten  years  ago 
between  a force  of  FBI  special  agents  and  the 
Dillinger  gang.  Wanatka  is  currently  visit- 
ing in  Hollywood. 


Rents  Space  for  "Webb" 

Space  at  the  Chaplin  studio  for  his  next 
Republic  production,  “The  Webb,”  has  been 
rented  by  Walter  Colmes.  Shooting  starts 
March  29. 


Expert  Projection  Service 

WESTERN  THEATRICAL 

Equ  ipment  Company 

222  Golden  Gate  Ave.  San  Francisco  2 

Phone:  Tuxedo  4484 


Warner  Bros.  Will  Build 
At  Seattle  Alter  War 

Seattle — Warner  Bros,  has  announced 
the  intention  of  building  a modern  build- 
ing here  to  house  the  company’s  exchange 
offices.  Plans  call  for  the  construction  of 
the  building  to  begin  as  soon  as  possible 
when  the  war  is  over.  The  site  is  the 
southwest  corner  of  Second  Ave.  and  Bat- 
tery St. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


TJoward  Butler,  Monogram  salesman,  is  back 

1 on  the  job  again  after  being  laid  up  for 
six  weeks  with  injuries  suffered  in  an  auto 
accident  . . . Maurice  Smith  has  joined 
Monogram  exchange  as  salesman  . . . Mel 
Hulling,  Monogram  western  division  mana- 
ger, returned  from  a business  trip  to  Seattle 
and  Portland. 

Earl  “Doc”  Henning,  Bay  view  Theatre; 
Bill  David,  Redwood  circuit;  Bob  Lippert, 
A1  Grubstick  and  Frank  Woods  left  for  New 
York  on  a business  trip  . . . Cpl.  Barney  Levy, 
formerly  of  PRC,  is  now  in  France  . . . Rob- 
ert Levin,  manager  of  the  Harding  Theatre, 
and  S.  H.  Levin  left  for  Palm  Springs  on  a 
vacation. 

Jean  Rilovich,  stenographer  at  Western 
Theatrical  Equipment  Co.,  is  all  a dither  these 
days  and  no  wonder.  Her  friend,  Stanley 
Charles,  six-foot  two  paratrooper,  is  coming 
home  on  furlough  . . . Bruce  Johnson  of  the 
General  Register  Corp.  was  in  from  New 
York  to  say  hello  to  the  Row  . . . Back  from 
a Los  Angeles  trip  were  H.  Neal  East  and 
Bill  David  ...  In  recently  was  Ed  Yarbor- 
ough, 20th-Fox,  Los  Angeles. 

Visitors  at  the  San  Francisco  Stage  Door 
Canteen  included  Joe  E.  Brown,  Jeanette 
MacDonald  and  Libby  Holman  and  Josh 
White,  guitarist  . . . Douglas  Thompson,  in 
the  art  department  at  the  Golden  Gate  The- 
atre, has  been  elected  president  of  the  Mil- 
brae  Players,  a theatrical  group.  Doug’s  as- 
sistant in  the  art  department,  Ralph  Schram, 
is  a director. 

The  United  Artists  world  premiered  “De- 
lightfully Dangerous,”  the  Western  premiered 
“Rough,  Tough  and  Ready”  and  the  Esquire 
and  Tivoli  debuted  “Eadie  Was  a Lady”  . . . 
Noticed  for  the  first  time  in  many,  many 
months  was  a moveover  picture  given  24-sheet 
billboard  advertising.  “I'll  Be  Seeing  You” 
moved  from  a very  successful  Fox  Theatre 
showing  to  the  St.  Francis  and  24-sheet  dis- 
play advertised  the  shift. 


Going  Rounds  in  Frisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO — The  story  is  going 
around  the  theatrical  circles  these  days  about 
the  little  boy  who  asked  his  mother  where 
he  came  from.  Mama’s  reply  was  that  he 
came  from  a little  seed  under  the  living 
room  rug. 

The  small  boy  concentrating  on  what  his 
mother  said  went  into  the  backyard  to  play. 
While  digging  around  the  garden  he  found  a 
tiny  seed  which  he  promptly  took  into  the 
living  room  and  placed  under  the  rug.  The 
next  day  the  boy  returned  to  the  living  room, 
pulled  back  the  rug  and  his  wide  eyes  beheld 
a tiny  cockroach. 

“Gosh  darn,”  he  cried  angrily,  “I’d  kill  you 
if  you  weren’t  my  son.” 


20th-Fox  Picks  Up  Johnson  Option 

Twentieth-Fox  has  picked  up  the  option  of 
Story  Editor  Julian  Johnson. 


Music  Hall,  Seattle, 
Gets  Ross,  Salt  Lake 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Coincidental  with  the 
world  premiere  here  of  the  Republic  picture, 
“Utah,”  came  announcement  of  a change  in 
the  management  of  the  Lyric  Theatre,  where 
the  premiere  was  held. 

Jerry  Ross,  who  came  to  Utah  from  Seattle 
less  than  a year  ago,  will  return  to  that 
northwest  city  to  manage  the  Music  Hall 
Theatre.  He  is  being  succeeded  at  the  Lyric 
here  by  Warren  D.  Butler  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
recently  discharged  from  the  army. 

Prior  to  entering  the  service,  Butler  was 
connected  with  the  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp. 
He  also  was  manager  of  Seattle’s  newest 
theatre,  the  Admiral. 

The  new  Lyric  manager  was  greeted  to  his 
Salt  Lake  job  with  an  SRO  house  for  the 
“Utah”  premiere,  which  drew  Utah’s  Gov. 
Herbert  B.  Maw  and  Mayor  Earl  J.  Glade 
and  other  city  and  state  notables  to  the  the- 
atre. Turn-away  crowds  continued  the  sec- 
ond day  of  the  showing  of  the  film,  part  of 
which  was  made  in  southern  Utah  national 
parks. 

The  Lyric,  according  to  present  plans,  will 
continue  its  policy  of  a stage  show  and  dou- 
ble bill  motion  picture  weekly,  with  Deseret 
Theatre  productions  of  a Mormon  Church 
djama  group  being  presented  at  intervals. 

Dimes  Total  Is  $26,328 
In  Utah,  Rugar  Reports 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— Utah  theatregoers 
paid  $26,328.59  to  the  1945  March  of  Dimes 
campaign,  John  Rugar  of  Tooele,  state  mo- 
tion picture  chairman  for  the  drive,  an- 
nounced. 

This  was  an  increase  of  $5,004.92  for  102 
Utah  showhouses  over  the  1944  collection  and 
a record  which  the  Utah  drive  managers  are 
doubly  proud  of  since  many  war  wprkers  and 
soldiers  in  Salt  Lake  contributed  to  the  1944 
drive  who  weren’t  in  the  city  for  this  year’s 
campaign  due  to  closing  of  the  Salt  Lake 
army  air  base  and  the  Salt  Lake  small  arms 
plant. 

Universal  Adds  a Femme 
Fatale  to  Horror  Lineup 

Universal  has  added  a femme  fatale  to  its 
collection  of  established  horror  characters. 
A new  series  is  in  the  works  that  will  feature 
“The  Spider  Woman”  with  Gale  Sonder- 
gaard  starred  in  the  title  role.  The  initialer 
of  the  group  is  to  be  “The  Spider  Woman 
Strikes  Again”  and  now  is  being  written  by 
Eric  Taylor.  Production  executive  will  be 
Howard  Welsch  and  Ford  Beebe  will  produce 
and  direct. 


Alexander  Out  of  Hospital 

PRC  Producer  Max  Alexander,  who  was 
seriously  injured  when  thrown  from  an  auto- 
mobile, has  been  released  from  Mercy  Hospital 
in  San  Diego.  After  a final  X-ray  checkup, 
Alexander  expects  to  return  to  his  desk  in 
time  for  the  start  of  production  on  “Arson 
Squad,”  April  10. 


“Highway  to  Hell"  Is  “Her  Last  Mile" 

“Her  Last  Mile”  is  the  new  title  for  PRC’s 
“Highway  to  Hell.” 


MAKE  Qo&i.  Of  MONEY  PLAYING 

* WAHOO 


Ametucai  tyuteii  Settee*.  Qatne 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue  • Chicago,  Illinois 
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Popper's  Firm  Will  Handle 
Super-Hybrid  Type  Popcorn 

LOS  ANGELES — The  Poppers’  Supply  Co. 
of  this  city  has  closed  contracts  with  the 
Nebraska  Seed  Co.  of  Omaha  and  the  Henry 
Field  Seed  Co.  of  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  for  the 
planting  of  approximately  14,000  acres  of 
popcorn  which  will  be  distributed  under  the 
trade  name  of  Super-Pop  popcorn,  according 
to  announcement  by  Harry  Taylor,  the  local 
company’s  head.  Super-Pop,  he  added,  is 
corn  of  the  super-hybrid  variety. 

Associated  with  Taylor  in  the  organiza- 
tion are  Morrie  C.  Smead  of  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  and  Rube  Melcher  of  the  Popper’s  Sup- 
ply Co.  in  Kansas  City,  an  affiliate  of  the 
local  branch. 

Taylor  also  announced  that  Arthur  Unger 
will  represent  the  local  branch  in  San 
Francisco. 


PORTLAND 

O J.  “Banjo”  Miller,  M.  W.  Mattecheck  and 
^ Bill  Graeper  jr.  attended  the  PCCITO 
meeting  in  Los  Angeles  . . . Carl  Porter  was 
one  of  many  recent  visitors  to  Filmrow  . . 
Nat  Rhoades  was  still  waiting  to  get  his  car 
fixed  after  a truck  backed  into  it.  No  spare 
parts  . . . Francis  Bateman,  western  district 
manager  for  Republic,  visited  the  local  office. 

J.  T.  Sheffield  was  a visitor  . . . Roy  and 
Madeline  Brown  of  the  Hamrick-Evergreen 
Seattle  office,  stopped  off  en  route  to  Seattle 
from  Los  Angeles  . . . Another  ex-service  man 
we  discovered  working  as  assistant  manager 
of  .the  Paramount  Theatre  is  Paul  Stephens. 

Seaman  Gene  Engelmen,  former  salesman 
for  RKO,  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  film 
entertainment  for  Camp  X on  Island  X . . . 
Harry  Percy  has  sold  his  Cameo  Theatre  at 
White  Salmon,  Wash.,  and  moved  into  Port- 
land. He  will  continue  to  operate  his  Avalon 
at  Clatskanie. 

Orville  Goodrich,  manager  of  the  Roseway 
Theatre  here,  has  been  drafted.  No  successor 
has  been  announced  by  Jess  Jones  . . . Wal- 
ter Leverette  has  purchased  the  George  Hunt 
theatres  in  Medford  from  the  widow  of  the 
late  owner.  This  sale  does  not  affect  the 
Grants  Pass  or  Roseburg  theatres. 

Jack  Reynolds,  manager  of  the  Oregon 
State  in  Corvallis  and  father-in-law  of  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds,  film  starlet,  was  on  the  Row 
. . . William  “Dad”  Long  of  Oregon  City  was 
reported  very  ill.  After  being  bedridden 
several  months  his  condition  has  taken  a 
turn  for  the  worse. 

Bertha  Dixon,  Prairie  City  exhibitor,  was 
on  the  Row  doing  booking  and  buying  . . . 
Ditto  Wes  Johnson,  Eugene  . . . A1  Adolph, 
Monogram  salesman,  is  in  Seattle  for  a month 
working  out  of  that  office  . . . Jack  Wil- 
liams, Long  Beach  and  Ilwaco  exhibitor,  was 
on  Filmrow  doing  his  booking  chores. 

Ed  Neimann  has  joined  the  merchant  ma- 
rine and  has  left  for  San  Francisco  for 
training  . . . George  Whitfield,  formerly  with 
Simmonds  circuit  in  Montana,  has  re- 
opened the  Gaiety  Theatre  on  a reissue  pol- 
icy. Johnny  Collins,  former  RKO  shipper, 
is  operating. 

Charley  Stewart  has  sold  his  Pacific  Pos- 
ter Co.  to  Sherman  Pinnell  and  has  pur- 
chased a half  interest  in  TUSCO  (Theatre 
Utilities  Service  Co.)  from  J.  S.  McLeod. 
Charley  is  well  known  throughout  the  ter- 
ritory. He  will  take  care  of  the  supply  and 
office  work  and  McLeod  is  to  have  more 
time  for  outside  calls. 

The  Ritz  at  Beaverton  is  being  remodeled 
by  a Mr.  Murphy,  according  to  word  re- 
ceived along  Filmrow. 


WESTERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Since  her  entrance  in- 
to the  exhibition  field 
in  1916  at  Prairie  City, 
Ore.,  Bertha  “Dixie” 
Dixon  has  become  the 
successful  operator  of 
two  houses,  the  Or- 
pheum  at  John  Day 

and  the  Orpheum  at 
Prairie  City,  Ore.  The 
theatre  at  John  Day 
was  credited  with  sell- 
ing more  bonds  per 

capita  than  any  the- 
atre in  the  country  during  a recent  bond 
drive.  Aside  from  assisting  in  local  bond 

drives,  Mrs.  Dixon  is  a charter  member  of 
the  American  Legion  auxiliary  at  Prairie 

City,  and  the  Women’s  Civic  Club.  She  has 
a married  son  and  a daughter. 


For  more  than  30  years, 
Fred  Swanstrum  has 
run  a theatre  in  the 
town  of  Ashton,  Idaho. 
After  six  years  of  suc- 
cessful operation  he 
purchased  the  Star  in 
1917.  A member  of  the 
Intermountain  The- 
atre Organization,  he 
is  also  affiliated  with 
the  Masons  and  Amer- 
ican Legion.  Active  in 
the  civic  life  of  his 
town,  Swanstrum  at  present  is  city  clerk.  Son 
Philip  is  a staff  sergeant  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla., 
and  Richard  is  an  army  private  in  Belgium. 
A daughter,  Jane,  is  employed  at  Lockheed 
Aircraft’s  Burbank  plant.  Hunting  and  fish- 
ing are  Swanstrum’s  favorite  sports. 


Robert  Marsden  jr.  is 
proud  of  his  three- 
theatre  setup  in  the 
up  and  coming  town 
of  Marshfield,  Ore. 

This  trio  consists  of 
the  Egyptian,  Noble 
and  Liberty  theatres, 
seating  1,234,  700  and 
750,  respectively.  Mars- 
den entered  the  busi- 
ness in  February  of 
1912,  so  he  recently 
celebrated  h i s 33rd 
year  in  the  industry.  Married,  he  is  the 
father  of  Lieut.  Wallace  F.  Marsden,  a com- 
munications officer  now  in  the  South  Pacific. 
This  exhibitor  is  active  in  civic  affairs,  fond 
of  golf,  fishing  and  all  sporting  events,  and 
is  a member  of  the  ITO  of  Oregon. 


Jumping  from  news- 
paper work  to  theatre 
management  is  what 
Mannie  William 
Reinke,  Pasadena,  did 
in  1941.  In  1921,  he 
headed  a firm  which 
operated  nine  midwest 
houses.  In  1924  he  be- 
came manager  of  the 
Hostettler  organization 
in  Omaha  and  Kansas 
City.  From  1925  to 
1927  he  owned  a num- 
ber of  theatres  in  the  midwest  and  west. 
In  1936,  Reinke  sold  a half  interest  in 
his  two  Kansas  City  theatres  to  Fox,  and  in 
1937,  the  other  half.  His  latest  acquisition  is 
the  Raymond,  Pasadena,  which  he  leased  in 
1937.  Reinke  enjoys  baseball  and  football. 


While  working  as  door- 
man for  his  father 
at  the  Broadway  in 
San  Francisco,  1917, 
Joe  “Blimp”  Blumen- 
feld  developed  a hardy 
constitution  carrying 
film  from  exchanges, 
operating  the  projec- 
tion machine  and  as 
relief  on  the  roll  or- 
gan. Today,  with  his 
brothers  and  partners, 
he  operates  the  Blu- 
menfeld  Theatres,  a chain  of  31  houses  in 
northern  California.  President  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Theatres  Ass’n,  he  is  a member  of  the 
WAC,  board  of  directors  of  Associated  Jew- 
ish Charities  and  Masons.  Blumenfeld  admits 
a fair  game  of  golf,  and  likes  to  play  poker. 


Deep  sea  fishing  in  the 
Honolulu  area  is  the 
principal  occupation  of 
Esmond  I.  Parker,  that 
is,  when  he  is  away 
from  strenuous  duties 
involved  in  the  gen- 
eral managership  and 
presidency  of  the  Con- 
solidated Amusement 
Co.,  Ltd.  He  doesn’t 
get  much  time  to  in- 
dulge in  his  hobby,  but 
when  he  does,  he 
brings  back  the  big  ’uns.  Parker  lives 
in  Honolulu,  overseeing  the  management  of 
23  theatres  over  Hawaii.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Oahu  Country  Club,  a Mason,  Shriner 
and  Elk,  and  is  addicted  to  spare-time 
golfing. 


Austin  G.  Dodge,  own- 
er of  the  500-seat  Hi- 
land  Theatre  at  Myr- 
tle Point,  Ore.,  makes 
a hobby  or  life  insur- 
ance and  a success  of 
the  theatre  business. 

His  father,  E.  A.  Dodge, 
built  the  present  the- 
atre in  1925  after  a 
career  in  show  busi- 
ness dating  back  to 
1912.  He  has  a daugh- 
ter, Susan,  and  a son, 

Norman.  He  is  a past  member  of  the  city 
council,  past  president  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  past  master  of  the  local  Ma- 
sonic lodge.  Dodge  is  a Lambda  Chi  and 
a member  of  Kappa  Kappa  Psi.  Endeared 
by  all,  he  is  usually  hailed  as  “Austin.” 


C.  A.  Simons,  owner  of 
the  Needles  Theatre  in 
the  California  town  of 
that  name,  is  credited 
by  the  Desert  Star,  his 
local  paper,  with  being 
the  originator  of  side 
exits  for  picture  shows. 

Simons  took  an  ax  and 
chopped  a hole  in  his 
early  day  theatre  at 
Oatman,  Ariz.  The 

crowd  coming  in  would  L__ L _ 

not  let  the  first  crowd 

out  till  he  solved  the  problem  in  this  way. 
Simons  has  been  an  Elk  for  25  years  and 
served  five  years  as  a school  trustee  in 
Needles.  His  hobby  is  betting  on  the  Yan- 
kees, and  he  built  the  local  ball  park.  He 
has  two  children. 
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DeMille  Fights  Radio  Artists  Lug  to 
Guard  Labors  Voting  Freedom 


SALT  LAKE  CITY— Cecil  B.  DeMille,  dur- 
ing a short  stopover  here,  revealed  he  plans 
to  produce  a motion  picture  on  the  Ameri- 
can revolution,  but  said  his  plans  thus  far 
are  in  the  preliminary  stage  only. 

At  the  same  time  the  noted  producer  said 
he  is  determined  to  carry  his  fight  against 
a $1  assessment  levied  by  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Radio  Artists  to  the  highest  au- 
thorities possible  “to  protect  the  right  of 
the  working  man  to  be  politically  free.”  (Later 
he  expressed  the  same  sentiment  during  an 
address  before  businessmen  in  Omaha,  Neb., 
where  he  addressed  a St.  Patrick’s  Day  gath- 
ering at  the  invitation  of  William  Jeffers, 
president  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad.) 

Says  Labor  Unions  Good  Things 

DeMille  denied  he  was  against  labor  unions, 
said  they  are,  in  fact,  “a  good  thing,”  but 
claimed  the  dispute  which  resulted  in  his 
suspension  from  radio  “concerns  a funda- 
mental American  issue — the  right  of  a work- 
er to  be  politically  free.” 

“But  as  things  stand  today,”  the  movie- 
maker continued,  “the  working  man  is  forced 
to  support  a union’s  stand  in  politics  regard- 
less of  his  own  political  beliefs.” 

Comparing  the  German  voting  system, 
“when  Germans  were  allowed  to  vote,”  with 
what  he  said  “may  be  the  system  we  are 
approaching  in  this  country,”  DeMille  said: 

“When  people  in  this  country  can  be 
marched  down  to  the  polls  on  instruction 
under  threat  of  idleness,  then  American 
voters  are  in  the  same  class  as  German  voters 
who  went  to  the  polls  and  voted  ‘ja’  be- 
cause they  were  afraid  they  would  disappear 
in  some  fashion  if  they  voted  otherwise. 

Doesn’t  Like  to  Be  Told 

“The  issue  on  hand  is  not  a question  of 
politics  with  me.  In  more  than  half  a cen- 
tury I have  voted  for  as  many  Democrats 
as  Republicans,  but  I don’t  like  to  be  told 
what  political  party  I should  support  . . . 
When  the  American  government  becomes 
the  master  instead  of  the  servant  of  its  peo- 
ple, then  we’ve  lost  those  rights  we  came 
to  this  country  to  establish.” 

DeMille  disclosed  that  a new  organization, 
“dedicated  to  the  purpose  of  restoring  po- 
litical freedom  to  America,”  is  being  founded 
in  Los  Angeles.  He  expressed  the  hope  simi- 
lar groups  will  be  formed  in  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

Of  his  own  case  against  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Radio  Artists,  the  producer  de- 
clared he  has  received  funds  from  some  union 
members  to  continue  his  fight. 

Asked  Names  Not  Be  Used 

“In  many  cases,”  he  said,  “contributors 
have  asked,  ’Please  don’t  use  my  name  be- 
cause I have  to  earn  a living.’  Mind  you, 
this  is  America  I’m  talking  about,  not  Ger- 
many or  Russia  ...  I told  Mrs.  DeMille  (who 
was  with  him  in  Salt  Lake  and  accompanied 
him  to  Omaha)  I have  not  seen  such  fear 
since  I traveled  in  Europe  before  the  war  and 
saw  the  Gestapo  and  other  such  agencies  at 
work.” 

A mystery  which  DeMille  failed  to  clarify 
was  why  he  had  waited  until  he  reached 
Salt  Lake  to  make  his  first  statement  since 
his  recent  suspension  from  radio  was  up- 
held in  a lower  court  in  California.  DeMille 
said  he  was  “afraid  of  being  misquoted  . . . 
One  misquote  and  my  stand  could  easily  be 
destroyed.”  He  then  proceeded  to  take  a 
chance  with  Salt  Lake  reporters. 


Add  Two  to  "Scandals  of  1945" 

Dorothy  Christy  and  Holmes  Herbert  have 
been  added  to  the  cast  of  “George  White’s 
Scandals  of  1945,”  RKO  production. 


THE  DeMILLES  IN  SALT  LAKE  CITY 
— Cecil  B.  DeMille  and  Mrs.  DeMille  chat 
during  their  brief  visit  in  Salt  Lake,  where 
the  producer  broke  a silence  on  his  stand 
concerning  recent  suspension  from  radio 
and  upholding  of  that  ban  by  California 
court. 


LOS  ANGELES 


Tn  from  San  Francisco  to  visit  friends  along 

the  Row  were  Ben  Levin,  Levin  circuit, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Emanuel  of  the 
Sutter  Theatre  . . . A1  Blumberg,  National 
Screen  Service  salesman,  was  off  to  the  Ari- 
zona to  cover  the  territory  for  three  weeks. 

The  local  Pic  Theatre  has  been  sold  to  an 
undisclosed  purchaser  by  its  former  owner, 
Mrs.  Goldman  . . . Another  transfer  concerns 
the  Union  Theatre  which  E.  S.  D’Artois  has 
taken  over  from  Irving  Kanowitz. 

Stan  Pariseau,  manager  of  the  Altec  Lan- 
sing Corp.,  demonstrated  his  company’s  new 
sound  equipment  to  a group  of  local  show- 
men, engineers  and  the  local  sales  force  at 
the  Filmarte  Theatre  . . . Following  his  two 
years  in  the  navy,  Artie  Show  will  play 
his  first  coast  theatre  date  when  he  and  his 
orchestra  open  a week’s  engagement  at  the 
Orpheum  here  April  10. 

K.  E.  Simons,  former  Fort  Wayne  manager 
for  the  Marcus  circuit  and  newcomer  to  Los 
Angeles,  is  managing  the  local  Congress  The- 
atre for  the  Vinnicof  circuit  . . . Harold 
Richman,  new  owner  of  the  Brentwood  The- 
atre, married  Ruthe  Tulper  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  at  the  Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel.  They 
honeymooned  in  Palm  Springs. 

Sgt.  Bill  Little,  former  Filmrow  employe, 
was  in  town  on  a 21-day  furlough  from  the 
medical  corps  . . . Metro  Publiciteer  Howard 
Herty  trekked  to  San  Francisco  with  Starlets 
Gloria  De  Haven  and  Marilyn  Maxwell  for  a 
St.  Patrick’s  Day  Shrine  benefit  party. 

Visiting  from  New  York  was  George  Aider- 
man,  president  of  Constance  Bennett  Cos- 
metics . . . Other  local  visitors  were  Eugene 
Berkoff,  Berkoff  Theatres,  who  is  a phar- 
macists mate  in  the  navy  at  San  Diego,  and 
George  Fink,  owner  of  the  Coronet  showcase 
in  that  city. 


Leading  Role  for  “Young  Widow" 

Spring  Byington  has  been  signed  by  Hunt 
Stromberg  to  play  a leading  role  in  “Young 
Widow,”  United  Artists  production. 


A Tree  Plants  Deep 
Roots  at  Warfield 

SAN  FRANCISCO — “A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn”  planted  deep  roots  at  the  War- 
field  Theatre.  The  opening  week  brought 
forth  a 200  per  cent  barometer  reading  for 
the  Betty  Smith  story.  The  film  received 
rave  notices  from  all  local  reviewers.  It’ll  be 
some  time  before  “A  Tree”  leaves  Market 
street.  In  second  place  was  the  Golden  Gate 
opening  of  “Experiment  Perilous”  with  Hedy 
Lamarr.  The  Gate  included  the  stage  presen- 
tation of  Ted  Fio  Rito  and  the  Pied  Pipers 
in  the  bill. 


(Average  is  100) 

Esquire — Frisco  Sal  (Univ),  2nd  wk 115 

Fox — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para);  Grissly's 

Millions  (Rep),  2nd  wk 110 

Golden  Gate — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO), 

plus  stage  show  165 

Orpheum — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ) 125 

Paramount — Thunderhead,  Son  of  Flicka  (20th- 
Fox);  Circumstantial  Evidence  (20th-Fox),  2nd 

wk 130 

State — Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para);  Crazy  Knights 

(Mono)  120 

St.  Francis — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA);  Double 

Exposure  (Para),  4th  wk 120 

Uniied  Artists — Mr.  Emmanuel  (UA) 110 

Warfield — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox) ...  200 


"Tree"  Starts  Like  a Money-Getter 
In  Seattle  Despite  Tricky  Skies 

SEATTLE — The  weather  has  been  playing 
a lot  of  tricks  in  this  town.  Cold,  then  rain, 
hail,  then  very  heavy  rain,  with  folks  keep- 
ing their  noses  indoors.  However,  good  at- 
tractions continued  to  draw.  Top  grosser  was 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  and  next  in  line,  but 
just  opened,  was  “Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,” 
looking  like  a big  money-getter. 


Blue  Mouse — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls 

(Para),  5th  wk 130 

Filth  Avenue — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 180 

Liberty — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA);  Missing 

Juror  (Col),  3rd  wk 140 

Music  Box — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO),  2nd  wk..,100 
Music  Hall — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para);  Man  in 

Half  Mocn  Street  (Para)  120 

Orpheum — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ); 

Destiny  (Univ)  140 

Palomar — Big  Show-Off  (Rep),  plus  Tex  Ritter 

on  stage  150 

Paramount — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox) ..180 


“Remember"  Is  First  in  Many  Months 
To  Hold  Over  at  Denver's  Aladdin 

DENVER — “A  Song  to  Remember”  at  the 
Aladdin  easily  took  the  top  percentage.  It 
was  the  first  film  in  many,  many  months 
to  get  a second  week  there.  Most  films  move 
on  to  the  Rialto.  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls” 
was  good  enough  to  get  a third  week  at  the 
Denham. 


Aladdin — A Song  to  Remember  (Col), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 225 

Denham — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para), 

2nd  wk 110 

Denver — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ); 

Destiny  (Univ)  155 

Esquire— Same  as  Denver  140 

Orpheum — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 120 

Paramount — I Was  Faithful  (FC);  Pardon  Us 

(FC),  reissues  150 

Rialto — Objective,  Burma!  (WB);  Night  Club 
Girl  (Univ),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 160 


Death  Valley  Mack  Must 
Refund  $600  to  Girls 

From  Midwest  Edition 

DES  MOINES — Judgment  for  $600  has  been 
awarded  in  court  to  Mary  Mugerdichen  and 
Deba  Sharidian,  Davenport  girls,  in  their  suit 
against  Sampson  McDonald,  whom  they 
charged  with  fraud. 

The  girls,  both  21,  asked  damages  of  $6,125. 
They  said  they  had  paid  $800  to  McDonald, 
68,  a film  character  actor  known  as  “Death 
Valley  Mack,”  believing  they  were  buying  his 
cafe.  They  learned  later  they  had  subleased 
the  cafe,  but  the  girls  said  the  “bill  of  sale,” 
written  on  a paper  napkin,  was  so  ambiguous 
they  thought  they  were  buying  it. 
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Pioneers  of  Northwest 
Frolic  at  Seattle  Fete 


Los  Angeles  Throngs 
To  "Hotel  Berlin" 

LOS  ANGELES — High  scores  were  the  or- 
der of  the  day  in  the  week’s  first  run  busi- 
ness. Indicating  the  public’s  interest  in  a 
timely  topic,  Warners’  “Hotel  Berlin”  walked 
off  with  the  top  score  of  200  at  the  Wiltern, 
Hollywood  and  Downtown  theatres.  In  its 
third  stanza  and  still  a favorite,  Columbia’s 
“A  Song  to  Remember”  pegged  175  at  the 
Hillstreet  and  160  at  Pantages;  while  20th- 
Fox’s  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  encoring 
at  three  theatres,  and  Metro’s  “Music  for 
Millions,”  debuting  in  a trio  of  first  runs, 
were  neck  and  neck  at  the  150  mark. 


(Average  is  100) 

Chinese,  State  and  Uptown — A Tree  Grows  in 

Brooklyn  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk - - 1,50 

Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wiltern — Hotel  Berlin 

(WB)  200 

Downtown  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para);  Dangerous  Passage  (Para),  5th  wk 65 

Egyptian  and  Ritz — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M) .. ..150 
Guild  and  United  Artists — Tall  in  the  Saddle 

(RKO);  Her  Lucky  Night  (Univ) 125 

Hillstreet — A Song  to  Remember  (Col),  3rd  wk., 

A Guy,  a Gal  and  a Pal  (Col) .175 

Hollywood  Paramount — Here  Come  the  WAVES 

(Para),  5th  wk 110 

Los  Angeles — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M) 108 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  160 

Wilshire — Tall  in  the  Saddle  (RKO);  Her  Lucky 
Night  (Univ)  110 


Michael  O'Shea  Admits 
He's  Good  Bricklayer 

From  New  England  Edition 

BOSTON — Michael  O’Shea,  star  of  “It’s  a 
Pleasure”  here  in  connection  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  picture,  told  interviewers  that  “as 
a film  star  he’s  a good  bricklayer.”  His  un- 
assuming ways  won  friends  and  excellent 
space  in  the  papers. 

He  explained  that  he  learned  to  lay  bricks 
at  Hartford,  his  home  town,  when  he  worked 
there  for  his  contractor  uncle.  Years  later, 
he  related,  he  was  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  with  his 
wife,  son  and  daughter,  when  the  show  he 
was  playing  in  was  stranded.  O’Shea  forth- 
with sold  his  wardrobe  and  bought  a trowel 
and  laid  bricks  at  $1  an  hour  for  four  weeks. 
“It  got  me  enough  money  to  get  the  family 
back  to  Hartford  again,”  he  said.  “Since  then 
they  haven’t  traveled  on  shows  with  me.” 

O’Shea  said  that  when  he  was  asked  to 
star  with  Sonja  Henie  in  “It’s  a Pleasure,” 
he  couldn’t  skate,  so  he  spent  48  hours  learn- 
ing under  Henie’s  own  tutor. 

He  said  he  worked  as  a bellboy  at  the  Hotel 
Ambassador  in  New  York  and  that  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Vanderbilt  used  to  ask  for  him  as  her  special 
bellboy.  After  his  first  hit  in  Hollywood  he 
came  to  New  York  and  stayed  at  the  Ambas- 
sador but  the  hotel  rooms  seemed  a lot 
smaller  than  they  had  in  his  bellboy  days 
and  he  was  a little  disappointed. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


Tracy  Barham,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Intermountain  Theatres,  has 
been  appointed  Utah  state  chairman  for  the 
motion  picture  division  for  the  Seventh  War 
Loan.  Helen  Garrity,  public  relations  director 
for  Intermountain,  will  be  press  representa- 
tive. 

Murray  Lafayette  of  San  Francisco,  exploi- 
tation man  for  20th-Fox,  was  in  Salt  Lake 
City  this  week  in  connection  with  “A  Tree 
Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  which  is  due  to  open  at 
the  Centre  Theatre  March  30,  and  “Thunder- 
head,  Son  of  Flicka.” 

A new  cafe,  the  Chariot,  was  opened  this 
week  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Utah  The- 
atre on  Main  St.  It’s  managed  by  Leo  Papia- 
no,  former  heavyweight  wrestler. 


CHANGE  IN  SALT  LAKE— Jerry  Ross 
(right)  hands  over  keys  of  the  Lyric  The- 
atre in  Salt  Lake  City  to  Warren  D.  But- 
ler, the  new  manager. 


SEATTLE 


Jim  Hone,  executive  secretary  of  the  MPTO 
of  Washington,  Idaho  and  Alaska  set  out 
for  California  and  a visit  with  his  young- 
sters and  grandchildren  . . . Harold  Navarre, 
now  in  the  navy,  left  for  San  Diego  . . . 
Frank  L.  Newman  sr.  gave  a dinner  and  en- 
tertainment for  a friend’s  birthday.  Very 
swanky,  with  guests  clamoring  for  copies 
of  the  program  to  take  home  . . . The  Ed 
Loaders  are  parents  of  a baby  girl.  Ed  is 
assistant  district  manager  of  the  army  mo- 
tion picture  booking  service. 

Word  from  Hollywood  reported  Ned  Depi- 
net,  president  of  RKO  distribution,  out  of 
the  hospital  after  a heart  attack.  He  was 
due  in  Seattle  for  the  Red  Cross  drive  open- 
ing when  the  attack  occurred  and  everyone 
here  was  much  concerned  . . . Lorraine  Ed- 
mond left  for  San  Francisco  on  business. 
She  is  the  wife  of  “Pappy”  Edmond,  now  in 
Chicago  with  20th-Fox  exchange  . . . Wil- 
lard Coghlan,  back  from  the  three  weeks  in 
Portland,  looks  the  same. 

E.  L.  McEvoy,  short  subjects  sales  mana- 
ger for  Universal,  was  on  the  Row  from  New 
York,  talking  shop  with  the  local  branch 
manager,  Sam  Milner  . . . Chet  and  Sue 
Nilsson  were  back  from  California  and  check- 
ing over  their  theatres  in  Tacoma  . . . H.  E. 
Titus  of  the  Hays  Hollywood  office  visited 
here  . . . Vete  Stewart,  branch  manager  for 
Warners,  left  for  a Los  Angeles  sales  con- 
ference . . . “Doc”  Singelow  headed  for  Port- 
land and  further  business  . . . Guy  Navarre, 
feeling  unwell,  has  checked  in  at  the  Vir- 
ginia Mason  Hospital  . . . A1  Comeaux,  trav- 
eling auditor  for  Paramount,  was  here  doing 
his  chores  at  the  local  exchange. 


SEATTLE — Rip-roarin’  sourdough  tales  . . . 
the  voice  of  Popeye  . . . Moss  Hart  as  a USO 
trouper  ...  A showman  past  80  still  keeping 
pace  with  the  youngsters  . . . These  were  the 
highlights  that  enlivened  the  Northwest  Film 
Club’s  recent  dinner-dance  honoring  pioneers 
of  the  industry  in  the  northwest  and  Alaska. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  attended,  outstate 
visitors  coming  from  Idaho  and  some  making 
the  long  trek  from  Alaska. 

Special  medallions  were  presented  all  pio- 
neers over  60,  oldest  of  which  was  “Dad” 
Abbott  from  Sedro  Wooley,  Wash.,  now  in  his 
’80s  and  feeling  frisky.  Tex  Ritter,  Max  Ter- 
hune  and  the  Milo  Twins  were  there  to  repre- 
sent the  film  colony. 

Surprise  of  the  evening  was  the  appear- 
ance of  Moss  Hart,  whose  talk  was  hailed  as 
a classic.  He  wore  the  uniform  of  a USO 
trouper  and  at  this  writing  is  on  his  way 
overseas.  “Speck”  Watkins,  the  voice  of  Pop- 
eye,  scored  another  big  hit. 

L.  O.  Lukan  wired  regrets  from  California 
that  he  could  not  attend.  Luke  was  to  have 
been  one  of  the  honored  guests  but  MPTO 
business  kept  him  away.  His  medal  awaits 
his  return.  Among  the  many  spotted  at  the 
banquet  were  A1  Finke  from  Portland;  Gus 
Bergman  from  Republic,  Wash.;  Lionel  and 
Mrs.  Brown  from  Edmonds;  W.  A.  Cochrane 
from  Snoqualmie;  Milburn  Kenworthy  from 
Moscow,  Idaho;  “Buck”  and  Mrs.  Seale  from 
Spokane;  Gene  Groesbeck  from  Enumclaw 
who  exhibited  his  first  motion  picture  ma- 
chine in  1896;  Jimmy  and  Mrs.  Beal  from 
Portland;  Captain  Lathrop  from  Alaska,  the 
pioneer  of  pictures  in  that  territory;  Charley 
and  Mrs.  Greime  from  Wenatchee;  the  mercy 
boys  from  Yakima;  Mickey  De  Leo  from 
Port  Townsend;  Arch  and  Mrs.  Bartholet 
from  Yakima;  “Babe”  Richards  with  “Dode” 
Greime.  “Babe”  is  from  White  Horse,  Yu- 
kon; George  Faskin,  Wenatchee;  Frank  and 
Mrs.  Avery  from  Twisp;  Martin  Brown  from 
Yakima,  and  W.  B.  McDonald  from  Olympia. 


Kirsch  Says  No  Boom 
In  Small  Theatres 

From  Central  Edition 

CHICAGO — Declaring  there  is  no  evidence 
of  the  war  boom  in  neighborhood  boxoffice 
receipts,  and  that  major  distributors  seeking 
preferred  playing  time  had  better  come  up 
with  more  attractive  deals  if  the  outlying 
houses  are  even  to  survive,  Jack  Kirsch  gave 
the  15th  annual  meeting  of  Allied  Theatres 
Ass’n  of  Illinois  something  to  think  about. 
He  made  his  talk  at  the  session  in  the  Black- 
stone  Hotel. 

Kirsch,  who  heads  Allied  here,  stressed  the 
fact  that  the  independents  who  are  on  the 
end  of  the  line  in  getting  a picture,  gamer 
in  none  of  the  moneys  which  first  runs  and 
second  runs  reap. 

“Our  members  pay  more  than  a million 
dollars  a year  for  product,”  he  said.  “Our 
expenses  are  high.  By  the  time  we  get  a 
picture,  it  has  been  milked  dry.  If  we  are 
going  to  remodel  and  rebuild;  if  we  are 
going  to  stay  in  business  and  provide  jobs 
and  be  on  the  market  to  buy  building  ma- 
terials and  otherwise  keep  abreast  with  the 
times  and  make  enough  profit  to  justify  our 
efforts,  then  there  must  be  some  adjustments. 
Otherwise,  we  might  as  well  fold  up  alto- 
gether.” 

The  speaker  congratulated  members  on  the 
splendid  showing  they  have  made  in  various 
patriotic  endeavors. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  24,  1945 


75 


Friedl' s Live  and  Let  Live  Policies 
Make  Divorcement  Cold  Issue 


From  Midwest  Edition 

MINNEAPOLIS— What  attitude  North  Cen- 
tral Allied,  independent  exhibitors’  organiza- 
tion here,  will  take  toward  the  theatre  di- 
vorcement bill  before  the  Minnesota  state 
legislature  was  to  be  decided  at  a meet- 
ing recently.  Indications  in  advance  were 
that  the  body  would  vote  not  to  support  the 
measure. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  why  most  inde- 
pendents here  are  lukewarm  at  best  toward 
divorcement  is  friendliness  toward  John  J. 
Friedl,  president  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Paramount-affiliated  theatre  cir- 
cuit, at  which  the  proposed  law  is  aimed. 

The  exhibitors  believe  that  under  Friedl’s 
operation  the  MAC  is  eminently  “fair”  in  its 
relations  with  and  attitude  toward  inde- 


pendent competitors.  They  have  a high  re- 
gard for  Friedl.  While  there  are  some 
grievances,  of  course,  the  feeling  is  that  the 
big  chain’s  policy  generally  is  “live  and  let 
live.” 

An  opinion  even  has  been  expressed  at 
meetings  of  independent  exhibitors  that  in- 
dependents are  undoubtedly  better  off  with 
the  theatres  being  operated  by  the  MAC 
than  they’d  be  if  the  houses  fell  into  the 
hands  of  large  independent  circuits. 

North  Central  Allied  disclaimed  any  ad- 
vance knowledge  of  the  divorcement  bill.  It 
was  not  introduced  at  the  organization’s  re- 
quest or  with  its  sponsorship,  according  to 
President  Henry  Greene  jr.  The  first  he 
knew  about  it,  he  said,  was  when  he  read 
the  story  in  the  newspapers. 


E.  J.  Chilgren,  the  house  member  who  in- 
troduced the  bill,  claims  that  a substantial 
number  of  the  general  legislation  committee 
to  which  it  was  referred  are  pledged  to  re- 
port it  out  favorably.  The  bill  prohibits 
ownership  or  operation  of  theatres  in  Minne- 
sota by  producers  or  distributors,  gives  the 
latter  one  year  after  enactment  to  dispose 
of  the  theatres  and  imposes  a stiff  penalty 
for  violation. 

Monogram  Acquires  Extra 
Property  for  Expansion 

Extra  property  adjoining  the  studio  on 
Hoover  St.,  has  been  acquired  by  Monogram. 
An  expansion  of  the  New  York  St.  set  will 
be  built  on  the  new  property. 


Jones  a Grandfather  Again 

Carlisle  Jones  of  Warners  studio  publicity 
staff  became  a grandfather  for  the  second 
time,  when  a girl  was  born  to  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  McMahan,  in  St.  Johns  Hospital, 
Santa  Monica. 


Midwest  Popcorn  Wholesaler 
gets  orders  up  to  ten  carloads 
with  one  BOXOFFICE  advertisement 


"Never  as 


Read  Mr.  Coffey's  Enthusiastic  Letter: 


complete  response 
on  one  ad." 


"Orders  from 
four  corners 
of  the  U.  S." 


Omaha,  Neb.,  Feb.  24,  1945. 

BOXOFFICE  Sales  Manager, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

DeaT  Sin 

On  the  3rd  of  February  we  placed  a half-page  ad  in  your  publication,  soliciting  sales 
on  Iowa  popcorn  from  our  wholesale  department.  The  3rd  was  on  Saturday  and  on  Monday 
we  immediately  began  to  get  long  distance  calls  and  wires  for  from  one  to  ten  carloads. 
It  was  almost  a complete  sellout  the  first  week  and  we  tried  to  get  in  touch  with  your  local 
man  to  stop  the  following  week's  ad,  but  were  unable  to  cancel  because  the  edition  had 
gone  to  press.  We  then  had  him  wire  you:  "Cancel  schedule  on  sales  ad.  Stock  com- 
pletely gone." 

The  writer  has  handled  advertising  for  a number  of  years  and  never  had  as  complete 
a response  on  an  ad  as  we  received  on  this.  Corn  naturally  is  in  demand  at  this  time, 
however,  this  response  comes  from  reader  interest  and  the  orders  covered  the  four  corners 
of  th  United  States — Maine,  Washington,  Texas,  and  all  through  the  Carolinas. 

We  have  again  scheduled  advertising,  soliciting  contracts  for  fall  delivery  . . . We 
hope  that  we  again  have  the  response  we  had  on  our  first  advertising. 


Now  advertising 
for  fall 
delivery. 


Thanking  you  for  your  cooperation. 

Yours  very  truly, 

MIDWEST  POPCORN  COMPANY 
(Signed):  Lee  Coffey. 
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Film  Vital  to  Success 
Of  War,  Editor  Says 

CHICAGO — In  a lengthy  editorial,  printed 
March  14  in  the  Chicago  Daily  News,  the 
paper,  which  is  published  by  Jack  Knight 
who  has  other  dailies  in  Florida,  Detroit  and 
elsewhere,  stressed  the  importance  of  mo- 
tion pictures  for  the  fighting  men,  leading 
the  article  with:  “Both  the  public  and  the 
U.S.  army  will  approve  if  the  latter  has  to 
take  over  Hollywood  studios  in  order  to  keep 
movies  coming.” 

The  editorial  went  on  to  say  that  every- 
one is  well  aware  of  how  important  it  is  that 
men  overseas  continue  on  their  diet  of  the 
latest  films,  for  every  day  on  the  fighting 
fronts  an  average  of  1,150,000  men  and  women 
in  American  uniforms  see  free  films  that 
have  been  shipped  in  16mm  form,  with  a 
third  of  the  shows  projected  from  trucks 
and  jeeps  often  with  bombardment  going 
on  all  through  the  programs. 

After  further  stressing  the  importance  of 
continuing  this  entertainment,  the  editorial 
stated  that  behind  the  lines  among  foreign 
civilians,  Hollywood  productions  are  being 
used  by  the  OWI  to  spread  goodwill  for  the 
U.S. 

The  writer  winds  up  with:  “The  immediate 
entertainment  of  our  overseas  men  and  the 
eventual  propaganda  spread  abroad  by  films 
are  factors  that  the  strikers  in  Hollywood 
must  weigh.  The  war  has  taken  on  such  pro- 
portions, physical  and  spiritual,  that  no  man 
can  say  any  more,  with  assurance,  ‘This  in- 
dustry is  essential  and  that  is  not.’  ” 

Jack  Grable  Heads  New 
Laboratory  Technicians 

CHICAGO — The  newly  organized  Chicago 
Motion  Picture  Laboratory  Technicians 
(IATSE)  elected  officers  last  week  with  Jack 
Grable  of  Wilding  Studios  named  business 
manager.  Others  elected : 

Frank  Olson,  secretary  of  the  local  stage- 
hands union,  president;  Walter  Tinkham  of 
Burton  Holmes,  vice-president;  Hazel  Bud- 
denmeyer  of  Holmes,  recording  secretary;  Bill 
Stafford,  Atlas  Film  Co,,  financial  secretary; 
Herb  Beeman,  business  agent  of  the  cam- 
eramen’s local,  treasurer,  and  Alan  Moore 
of  Holmes,  sergeant-at-arms.  The  local  with 
80  members  will  seek  adjustment  in  their 
wage  scale. 

Evanston  Council  Asks 
Special  Films  for  Kids 

CHICAGO — Demands  that  special  programs 
be  shown  for  children  in  motion  picture 
theatres  and  that  youngsters  be  barred  from 
all  others  unless  accompanied  by  adults,  are 
being  made  by  the  Evanston  Better  Films 
Council  Committee. 

The  group  is  made  up  of  representatives 
of  the  suburb’s  social,  educational  and  church 
groups  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs.  Gor- 
don Graham.  Ernest  Schein,  an  attorney 
who  belongs  to  the  organization,  declared, 
“The  church  and  home  influences  are  being 
diluted  by  the  type  of  motion  pictures  per- 
mitted to  be  viewed  by  children  indiscrimi- 
natingly  in  large  numbers. 

Television  Show  on  WBKB 
Biweekly  by  Field  & Co. 

CHICAGO — A biweekly  television  show  will 
be  broadcast  over  WBKB  by  Marshall  Field 
& Co.,  for  13  weeks,  starting  this  week.  Pro- 
grams will  be  seen  at  3:15  and  3:30  p.  m. 
every  other  Wednesday.  The  first  will  show 
Easter  fashions.  Others  will  feature  celebri- 
ties and  events.  WBKB  is  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  Balaban  <&  Katz.  Broadcasts  will 
originate  in  the  store. 


Gum  in  Her  Hair ; Scrap, 
Then  Police  in  Theatre 

Chicago — The  Lane  Court,  neighborhood 
house,  made  all  the  papers  the  other  day 
when  a woman  patron  remarked  to  her 
husband  that  someone  was  putting  gum 
in  her  hair.  Hubby  turned  to  a couple 
sitting  in  the  next  row  back,  made  ac- 
cusations, a fight  ensued  with  the  hubby 
stabbing  the  accused  in  the  arm.  An- 
other patron  made  a tourniquet  of  his 
necktie  to  stop  the  blood,  which  squirted 
from  the  arm  of  the  attacked  patron 
while  the  police  took  over  the  attacker 
and  the  show  went  right  on. 


Pilot  Back  at  "Work" 

For  Fox — Over  China 

By  V-mail,  Flight  Officer  Tom  McCloester 
sends  a request:  “Advise  my  friends  that  I 
am  stationed  in  the  Assam  Valley  and  am 
flying  to  China.  I haven’t  seen  a BOX- 
OFFICE  for  over  six  weeks  and  sure  do  miss 
it.  Will  you  send  my  subscription  to  me  at 
1332  AAFBU,  APO  490,  New  York?” 

“The  army  requested  that  I quit  selling  for 
Fox  at  Indianapolis  in  1942,”  the  flyer  con- 
tinued. “I  was  back  working  for  them  the 
other  day  because  on  my  plane  I had  a 
print  of  ‘Lillian  Russell’  and  ‘Wild  Geese 
Calling’  in  16mm.” 

Elmhurst,  111.,  to  Get 
New  Postwar  Theatre 

ELMHURST,  ILL. — Purchase  of  an  86-foot 
frontage  on  North  York  St.  as  a postwar 
theatre  site  was  announced  by  George  J. 
Kappus  of  Elmhurst,  president  of  the  Du- 
Page  Theatre  Corp.,  owners  of  the  York  The- 
atre. The  city’s  second  theatre  will  be  of 
fireproof  brick  construction  and  probably  two 
stories  high.  Seating  capacity  will  be  1,600. 


Collapses  at  Theatre 

MILWAUKEE — William  Pfennig,  66,  who 
collapsed  at  the  Milwaukee  Theatre  Tuesday 
(13)  while  watching  the  picture,  died  short- 
ly afterward. 


Majesiic  Property 

At  Chicago  Sold 

CHICAGO — The  Majestic  Theatre,  on  Mon- 
roe near  State,  was  sold  last  week  for  a 
figure  reported  “under  the  $350,000  at  which 
the  property  had  been  held,”  to  the  Monroe 
Properties,  Inc.,  whose  ownership  was  not 
disclosed.  The  structure,  20  stories,  was  built 
in  1924  at  a reputed  cost  of  $1,300,000.  It  has 
been  dark  ten  years  but  one  time  housed  two- 
a-day  vaudeville  with  Kohl  & Castle  opera- 
tors. Later  it  was  run  by  Keith-Orpheum 
with  vaudeville  and  films  and  one  time  was 
to  this  city  what  the  Palace  used  to  be  to 
New  York.  No  announcement  was  made  as 
to  the  disposition  of  the  property. 

Counterfeiters  Tripped 
By  Alert  Show  Cashier 

CHICAGO — Etta  Hegborn,  cashier,  and 
George  Topper,  manager  of  the  Haymarket 
Theatre  on  the  near  west  side,  were  respon- 
sible for  the  arrest  of  two  men  who  were 
passing  counterfeit  money,  but  only  after  one 
of  them  leaped  from  a second  story  window 
of  a hotel  near  the  theatre. 

When  the  two  entered  the  theatre,  the 
cashier  noticed  that  a bill  offered  to  pay 
admission  was  marked  $1  on  one  side  and 
$10  on  the  other. 

She  notified  Topper  who  saw  the  men  flee 
through  a side  exit.  Police  were  called,  took 
up  the  chase  which  led  into  a hotel,  upstairs 
and  thence  to  the  window. 


Film  Analysis  Classes 

CHICAGO — Every  Friday  for  ten  weeks  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  School  in  the  loop  will  con- 
duct film  analysis  classes,  subjects  being 
world  events  and  social  forces  as  revealed  on 
film  which  shape  history,  past  and  currently. 
The  classes,  open  to  the  public,  convene  at 
8 and  run  to  8:30  p.  m.  The  Altar  Guild  of 
the  Our  Redeemer  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  on  the  South  Side  sponsored  a show- 
ing of  “King  of  Kings”  in  the  parish  hall. 
At  a meeting  in  Hotel  Sherman  of  Post  38, 
American  Legion,  there  was  a screening  of 
the  “Battle  of  New  Britain,”  official  navy 
films. 


AT  INDIANAPOLIS  RKO  BIRTHDAY  PARTY— Employes  said  it  with  flowers, 
cake  and  music  when  they  gave  a surprise  birthday  party  for  R.  L.  Brentlinger, 
manager  of  the  RKO  exchange  in  Indianapolis,  Friday  (9).  He  declined  to  give  his 
age.  A noteworthy  feature  was  the  musical  plate  from  which  the  cake  was  served. 
A Swiss  music  box  concealed  in  its  base  played  “Happy  Birthday  to  You.”  Left  to 
right,  are: 

Front  row-— Hortense  Evans,  Gaile  Brubaker,  Sara  Gastineau,  Guila  Petit, 
Brentlinger,  George  Jacoby,  home  office  representative;  Phil  Moran,  field  publicity, 
and  Allan  Berkowitz,  booker. 

Back  row — Norma  Reimegarbe,  Leota  King,  Violet  Cope,  Katherine  Doherty, 
Christina  Kettrop,  Paul  Leatherby,  office  manager;  Horace  Spencer,  Lawrence  Syl- 
vester and  Gordon  Schuman,  head  booker. 
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CHICAGO 


\XTho’s  the  gin  rummy  champion  of  the  Row? 

Variety  Club  wants  to  know  and  will 
stage  a tournament  in  the  clubrooms,  date 
to  be  announced  to  find  out.  Jim  Chirssus, 
head  of  the  sports  committee,  is  in  charge. 
Members  are  asked  to  enlist  in  the  tourney 
now.  The  entry  fee  is  $1. 

Jay  Franks,  A1  Winston  and  Virginia 
Seguin,  local  20th-Fox  praise  agents,  assist- 
ed by  army  public  relations  men  and  B&K 
publicists,  really  went  to  town  on  thumping 
it  for  “Winged  Victory,”  which  opened  at 
the  Roosevelt  last  week.  The  loop  was 
jammed  to  see  the  shindigs  on  a platform 
at  State  and  Madison  which  featured  lots 
of  talent,  including  returned  veterans,  while 
60  community  papers  carried  half -page  ads, 
readers  and  pictures,  all  free.  Every  State 
Street  store  had  a window  display,  while 
cars,  buses  and  el  trains  and  surface  cars 
heralded  the  premiere. 

Morris  Leonard,  B&K-Great  States  at- 
torney, is  looking  things  over  in  Havana 
. . . Bill  Studdard,  former  manager  of  the 
Tower,  is  back  with  a medical  discharge  from 
the  army  and  is  now  supervisor  of  the  B&K 
maintenance  department. 


partment,  leaves  the  warehouse  and  his  many 
friends  after  15  years  there  . . . Dick  Powell 
and  Andy  Divine  gueststarred  on  the  Hilde- 
garde  radio  show  last  week  and  Dick  with 
a cold  and  Andy  in  usual  voice  sounded  like 
a pair  of  male  gravelgirties. 

Shirley  Busch,  daughter  of  Herman  Busch, 
Paramount  exchange,  has  been  promoted  to 
a lieutenant  in  the  WAVES  . . . Walter 
Pidgeon  was  in  going  east  to  west  and  at- 
tracting much  more  attention  than  Ran- 
dolph St.’s  other  pigeons  . . . Friends  mourn 
the  death  of  Will  Cherwin  of  the  DeVry  Corp. 
. . . Lou  Breese,  who  celebrates  a year  at 
the  Chicago  Theatre  this  month,  will  become 
musical  director  of  “World  Parade”  on  NBC 
right  away. 

S.  J.  Gregory,  Alliance  circuit,  is  west- 
coasting on  business,  and  Pete  Panagos,  pro- 
motion manager  of  the  circuit,  was  back 
from  a booking  meeting  in  Indianapolis  . . . 
Standard  Oil  Employes  Club  sponsored  a 
special  showing  of  “Fighting  Lady”  and  “Sun- 
day Dinner  for  a Soldier”  at  the  Apollo  last 
Friday  night  (16)  . . . With  “Winged  Vic- 
tory” at  the  Roosevelt,  the  army  and  navy 
each  has  a hit  in  the  loop. 


Larry  Stein,  Warner  circuit’s  publicist,  and 
Bill  Bishop,  ditto  Metro,  have  been  asked  to 
serve  again  as  co-chairman  of  the  theatre 
publicity  committee  for  the  new  war  loan 
drive  . . . Lieut.  Bruce  Trinz,  once  of  the 
L&T  circuit,  writes  that  monotony  on  the 
Italian  front  is  worse  than  an  attack  . . . 
Another  B&K  group  went  to  the  Red  Cross 
blood  bank,  with  Abe  Platt  giving  out  with 
his  16th  pint,  Arman  Brown  his  13th,  Sam 
Jacobs  his  tenth  and  Esther  Cadkin  her 
seventh. 

Eddie  Osterlag  has  taken  over  the  Lindy 
on  Ogden  Ave.  and  will  operate  it  in  con- 
junction with  his  Star  on  43rd  St.  . . . Jay 
Franks,  20th-Foxer,  has  gone  to  Detroit  to 
exploiteer  for  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn” 
. . . Marie  McPhee  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
B&K  mail  and  supply  room,  replacing  the 
late  Warren  Stafford  . . . Jules  Serkowich, 
Columbia  publicist,  went  to  St.  Louis  to  get 
set  for  “Song  to  Remember.” 

Will  Baker,  Republic  district  manager,  is 
back  from  a confab  with  executives  on  the 
west  coast  . . . Pedro  Cordoba,  film  star,  was 
busy  autographing  for  service  men  when  he 
trained  through  from  Hollywood  to  Miami, 
where  he’ll  join  the  “They  Were  Expend- 
able,” a featured  member. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  executive,  was 
in  town  with  his  wife  and  daughter.  He  had 
a confab  with  John  E.  Flynn,  western  sales 
manager,  en  route  to  Washington  . . . Sam 
Katz,  impresario  of  the  B&K  accessory  de- 
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Jack  Belasco’s  airmail  special  from  Ran- 
dolph St.  announced  the  engagement  of 
Wilburt  Silverman,  Essaness  assistant  book- 
er, to  Melva  Bernstein.  Jack  made  the  match 
between  the  happy  pair  at  Devils’  Lake  last 
summer — the  cute  little  cupid!  . . . Sales  Man- 
ager Mort  Van  Praag  of  PRC  says  “Town 
Went  Wild”  (PRC)  has  been  booked  by  B&K 
and  Great  States;  and  bookings  are  coming 
in  nicely  for  “Crime,  Inc.”  and  “Strange 
Illusions.” 

George  Foster,  veteran  showman  and  man- 
ager of  the  Peoria  Apollo,  was  in  visiting 
the  Great  States  office  . . . The  Row  will 
have  a softball  league,  so  Hank  Porter,  Fussy 
Dreifuss,  Vic  Bernstein,  Saul  Goldman  and 
others  are  working  out  daily  in  Grant  Park. 
Games  get  under  way  April  1. 

The  Better  Films  Council  of  Chicagoland 
held  its  monthly  meeting  March  16  in  the 
Republic  Bldg,  with  Joseph  Dickman,  di- 
rector of  visual  instruction  of  the  board  of 
education,  the  speaker.  He  showed  colored 
films  of  Williamsburg,  Va.  . . . Ted  Rice  of 
Universal  is  now  booker,  replacing  Howard 
Greenstein  who  went  to  Minneapolis  as  sales- 
man . . . Eugene  Atkinson,  business  manager 
of  Local  110,  says  his  men  have  come  across 
for  the  Red  Cross  to  the  tune  of  $10,000  so 
far,  and  more  to  come. 

Steve  Broidy,  Monogram,  was  a stopover, 
Hollywood  bound  . . . Charles  Levy,  publicist 
for  Disney,  came  through  from  Minneapolis 
going  to  New  York  . . . Walter  Coburn,  a 
member  of  Hank  Porter’s  staff  for  eight  years 
who  has  been  in  service,  mostly  overseas,  for 
18  months,  is  back  at  National  Screen’s  pos- 
ter department  and  helping  in  a big  way 
with  the  moving  . . . Arthur  Jeffrey,  In- 
ternational Pictures  eastern  publicity  direc- 
tor, was  a Row  visitor,  then  to  New  York. 

Betty  “Tiny”  Starr,  B&K  publicity  gal,  cele- 
brated her  (???)  birthday  with  posies  from 
fellow  scribes  and  a big  meal  from  Jimmy 
Savage — the  latter  in  the  form  of  garden 
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seeds  which  she  can  develop  into  victuals 
. . . Pfc.  Bernie  Malits,  former  manager  in 
these  parts,  has  been  hospitalized  for  more 
than  two  months  at  DeWitt  General  in  Aud- 
burn,  Calif.,  and  would  like  to  hear  from  his 
pals  . . . Tracy  Liebowitz,  another  former 
showman,  is  having  his  BOXOFFICE  sent 
him  at  the  station  hospital,  Camp  Hood,  Tex., 
where  he  is  on  duty. 

Mike  O’Shea,  Brooklyn  bucko  who  is  fea- 
tured with  Sonja  Henie  in  “It’s  a Pleasure” 
(which  opens  at  the  Woods  March  23),  vis- 
ited the  Essaness  offices  where  he  told  Edna 
Adams  she  ought  to  be  in  pictures  instead 
of  manicuring  ads  for  the  circuit’s  neigh- 
borhood houses,  whereupon  Norm  Kassel 
screamed.  He  was  that  jealous,  for  to  date 
he  had  no  such  offers. 

Sam  Wood,  Hollywood  director,  and  his 
wife  saw  their  daughter,  K.  T.  Stevens,  in 
“Voice  of  the  Turtle”  for  the  first  time  the 
other  night  and  said  she  was  good,  thus 
agreeing  with  the  press  critics. 

Barney  Balaban,  head  of  Paramount,  gave 
an  annual  scholarship  to  Yeshiva  College 
as  a memorial  to  the  late  Hal  Halperin. 
Other  friends  of  the  deceased  are  making 
similar  testimonials  to  his  memory  . . . 
“Thirty  Seconds  Over  Tokyo”  is  being  so- 
loed in  16  outlying  theatres  and  doing  great 
. . . Brian  Ahern  paused  here,  back  from 
doing  “Barretts  of  Wimpole”  overseas  for 
seven  months. 

Richard  Fredericks  who  went  from  the 
RKO  Grand  to  RKO  Orpheum  in  Kansas 
City  as  assistant  manager  some  time  ago, 
is  back  in  town  as  supervisor  at  a war  plant 
for  the  duration  . . . E.  G.  Fitzgibbon,  Para- 
mount exploiteer,  is  in  Champaign  for 
“Bring  On  the  Girls”  which  opens  at  the 
Rialto  . . . A1  Lowenthal,  Famous  Players 
Syndicate,  is  back  from  a Gotham  business 
trip  . . . Pete  Panagos  reports  Harry  Mandel 
has  been  named  Film  Classics  distributor  of 
Indiana  with  Max  Page,  chief  booker,  in  the 
Indianapolis  branch. 

AI  Dezel  was  in  from  Detroit  for  a two-day 
meeting  of  Film  Classics  at  the  Blackstone 
March  19-20  . . . Tom  Gilliam,  20th-Fox 
manager,  has  heard  that  his  son,  Capt.  Tom 
Gilliam  jr.,  has  returned  to  active  duty  in 
Germany  after  recovering  from  battle  wounds 
. . . Representatives  of  nine  photographic 
and  visual  aid  associations  will  convene  in 
the  Bismarck  Hotel  in  April  to  organize  a 
trade  chamber  of  commerce. 

Max  Sweet,  former  showman,  has  succeed- 
ed Glen  Burt  as  steward  for  Variety  Club 
. . . Irving  Kupcinet,  Times’  “Kup’s  Kolumn” 
is  doing  a Hollywood  gossip  series  from  the 
coast  by  way  of  a vacation  . . . Col.  Louis 
Kuper,  retired,  has  been  named  publicist  for 
Schoenstadt’s  circuit  . . . Harry  Seeds,  War- 
ner district  manager,  is  back  from  New  York 
where  he  had  a business  session  and  now 
will  recover  from  this  ordeal  in  Florida. 

Fire  at  the  Joy  Theatre,  Roosevelt  Rd.,  at 
6 a.  m.  Sunday  (11)  burned  out  the  first  ten 
rows  of  seats  and  destroyed  part  of  the  roof. 
Otto  Dahl,  fire  inspector,  estimated  damage 
at  $5,000.  The  house  was  closed  a few  days 
to  make  repairs  . . . Joan  Bennett,  film  star, 
passed  through  en  route  to  New  York  for 
memorial  services  for  her  father,  Richard 
Bennett,  veteran  actor,  who  died  last  October. 


Cuis  Two;  Pinks  One 

CHICAGO — The  police  motion  picture  cen- 
sor board  looked  at  370,000  feet  of  film,  repre- 
senting 81  releases  last  month,  and  made  two 
cuts  and  pinked  a pair;  “Hangover  Square” 
(20th-Fox),  and  “I  Love  a Mystery”  (Col), 
but  Chief  of  Police  Allman  later  lifted  the 
“adult  only”  edict  from  the  latter. 
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CENTRAL  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Only  Big  Hils  Click 
At  Loop  Boxoffices 

CHICAGO — Big  hits  are  making  money. 
Otherwise,  it’s  so-so.  “Winged  Victory”  got 
off,  to  use  a pardonable  pun,  to  a flying  start, 
at  the  B&K  Roosevelt  with  effective  bally- 
hoo. The  Chicago  achieved  such  results  with 
the  third  week  of  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,” 
plus  an  audience-pleasing  stage  show  headed 
by  Rose  Marie,  that  the  program  went  into  a 
fourth  frame. 

Gypsy  Rose  Lee  in  substance  attracted  a lot 
more  people  to  the  Oriental  than  she  en- 
ticed in  shadow  to  the  Woods  where  “Belle 
of  the  Yukon”  was  not  doing  all  that  was 
expected  of  it.  The  RKO  Palace  had  no  com- 
plaints with  “The  Three  Caballeros.”  Other 
houses  were  just  about  holding  their  own, 
what  with  income  tax,  the  curfew  which  kept 
lots  of  night-lifers  out  of  the  loop  and  various 
other  reasons,  none  of  which  could  be  at- 
tributed to  the  screen  fare,  for  all  was  pretty 
good. 

(Average  is  100) 


Apollo — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para) 110 

Chicago — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk., 


Garrick — Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para),  reissue, 

3rd  wk 100 

Grand — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO);  Her  Lucky 

Night  (Univ),  3rd  loop  wk 105 

Oriental — Rough,  Tough  and  Ready  (Col),  plus 

Gypsy  Rose  Lee  heading  stage  show 125 

Palace — Three  Caballeros  (RKO);  Night  Club 

Girl  (Univ)  115 

Roosevelt — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox) 125 

State-Lake — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

2nd  wk 115 

Studio — Ecstasy  (PRC);  Human  Passion  (PRC), 

10th  wk 105 

Woods — Belle  of  the  Yukon  (RKO),  3rd  wk 95 

World  Playhouse — Rembrandt  (Korda);  Divorce 

of  Lady  X (Korda),  3rd  wk 95 


Only  "Grissly's  Millions"  Tops  100; 

All  Others  Average  at  Milwaukee 

MILWAUKEE— At  the  Riverside  “Grissly’s 
Millions”  linked  with  Spike  Jones  was  the 
only  bill  to  go  above  average  last  week. 
Spike  collected  more  ink  in  the  local  sheets 
than  other  bands  playing  the  house  in  some 


time.  All  other  houses  registered  average. 
Alhambra — Objective,  Burma!  (WB);  Girl  Rush 

(RKO),  3rd  wk 100 

Palace — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para);  Caro- 
lina Blues  (Col)  100 

Riverside — Grissly's  Millions  (Rep) , plus  Spike 

Jones  on  stage  110 

Strand — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox);  This 

Man's  Navy  (M-G-M),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 100 

Warner — Experiment  Perilous  (RKO);  Night  Club 

Girl  (Univ)  100 

Wisconsin — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox); 

Let's  Go  Steady  (Col),  2nd  wk 100 


“Tree"  Climbs  to  Top  as  Spring  Pulls 
Patrons  to  Downtown  Indianapolis 

INDIANAPOLIS — The  first  week  of  sun- 
shine and  blue  skies  after  a severe  winter 
drew  people  to  the  downtown  showhouses. 
“A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  set  a fast  pace 
and  hit  tops  as  a single  feature  run  at  the 
Indiana.  The  Circle  ran  neck-to-neck,  aided 
by  Henry  Busse  and  his  orchestra  on  the 


stage. 

Alamo — Dead  or  Alive  (PRC);  Three  on  One 

Trail  (PRC)  100 

Circle — Lake  Placid  Serenade  (Rep) , plus 

Henry  Busse  and  Jean  Parker  on  stage .....130 

Indiana — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox) 130 

Loew's — Tonight  and  Every  Night  (Col) 100 

Lyric — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para) 110 


Rare  Bill  of  Rights 
Is  Gift  of  Balaban 

From  Eastern  Edition 

WASHINGTON — One  of  the  priceless  origi- 
nals of  the  Bill  of  Rights  donated  to  the 
American  people  by  Barney  Balaban,  presi- 
dent of  Paramount,  was  formally  presented  to 
the  Library  of  Congress  recently.  It  is  one 
of  the  few  existing  copies  engrossed  Septem- 
ber 1789  at  the  order  of  the  first  Congress. 

Balaban  turned  over  the  rare  document  to 


In  1914  Harry  Perle- 
witz  was  an  usher  in 
the  Climax  Theatre, 
Milwaukee.  After  that 
he  held  successively 
the  positions  at  that 
theatre  of  doorman, 
assistant  manager,  and 
finally  manager.  After 
being  associated  with 
several  other  theatres 
he  acquired  the  Rain- 
bow, Savoy,  Parkway, 
Astor,  Jackson,  Mur- 
ray, all  in  Milwaukee;  the  Ozaukee  at  Port 
Washington,  and  the  Opera  House  at  Antigo. 
Most  of  these  houses  are  now  under  lease  to 
Fox  Theatres.  He  is  executive-secretary  and 
business  manager  for  six  independent  thea- 
tres and  general  partner  of  Theatre  Service. 

In  1924  Frank  A.  Fin- 
ger of  Marissa,  111., 
took  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Gem  The- 
atre from  one  of  his 
friends.  He  has  con- 
tinued to  operate  the 
300-seat  house  since 
that  time.  He  is  mar- 
ried and  has  two 
daughters;  one  of  them 
a school  teacher,  is 
now  married.  Finger 
is  commander  of  the 
Robert  F.  Arnold  Post  of  the  American  Legion 
at  Marissa,  and  a member  of  the  East  St. 
Louis  Rotary  Club.  He  has  the  unusual  hobby 
of  collecting  prehistoric  Indian  relics  found  in 
his  section  of  Illinois.  He  also  has  a rare 
stamp  collection. 

At  the  end  of  the  first 
world  war  in  which  he 
served  as  an  army  cap- 
tain Loron  F.  Thur- 

wachter  of  Waukesha, 
Wis.,  became  interest- 
ed in  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry.  In  1920 
he  built  the  Park  The- 
atre in  Waukesha  and 
in  subsequent  years 
erected  other  theatres 
in  Milwaukee.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  the 
Pix  in  Waukesha.  Thurwachter  has  been 

extremely  active  in  civic  affairs  of  Waukesha, 

having  served  as  chairman  of  several  com- 
mittees, is  past  president  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  a trustee  both  of  the  National 
Bank  and  Carroll  College. 


Luther  H.  Evans,  acting  librarian  of  Congress, 
at  the  shrine  housing  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence and  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  He  purchased  it  in  1943  from  Dr. 
A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  rare  book  dealer,  as  a 
token  of  gratitude  for  the  freedom  which  his 
Russian-born  parents  enjoyed  in  this  coun- 
try. 

Postmaster  General  Frank  C.  Walker  and 
Supreme  Court  Justices  Robert  H.  Jackson 
and  Felix  Frankfurter  were  among  officials 
present  at  the  ceremonies.  Following  the 
presentation,  the  document  was  placed  on  ex- 
hibition in  a specially-constructed  display 
case  next  to  the  shrine. 

Byron  Price,  director  of  censorship,  spoke 
briefly  on  the  historical  background  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights  in  the  Coolidge  Auditorium  in 
the  evening  as  part  of  the  presentation  cere- 
monies. Archibald  MacLeish,  assistant  secre- 
tary of  state  and  former  librarian  of  Con- 


Charles  W.  Trampe  of 
Milwaukee  is  the  own- 
er of  the  Rainbow  and 
Climax  Theatres  there, 
and  of  the  Majestic  in 
Cudahy.  He  started  as 
a motion  picture  oper- 
ator in  1913.  In  1923 
he  became  an  exhibi- 
tor and  organized  Film 
Service  in  1924.  Film 
Service  was  organized 
because  he  realized  the 
urgent  need  of  proper 
Facilities  for  film  distribution.  Trampe  was 
elected  president  of  the  Film  Board  of  Trade 
in  1923  and  remained  president  until  its  dis- 
solution. He  is  chief  barker  of  Tent  14,  Mil- 
waukee Variety  Club,  and  chairman  of  Mono- 
gram Franchise  Holders  Executive  committee. 

Thomas  Milton  Ellis 

of  Beloit,  Wis.,  is  a 
business  man  of  many 
interests  and  owner  of 
the  Majestic,  Rex  and 
State  theatres,  all  in 
Beloit.  He  has  been  in 
the  motion  picture 
business  since  1919, 
when  he  acquired  the 
Majestic,  a 1,060-seat 
house.  He  built  the 
town  armory  which 
now  houses  the  Wis- 
consin National  Guard.  He  has  five  chil- 
dren, two  daughters  and  three  sons.  Ellis  is 
fend  of  bowling  and  horses  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Elks,  Moose  and  Country  Club. 
He  once  received  a special  blessing  from 
Pope  Pius  XII. 

The  first  theatre  of 
T.  H.  Smith  of  Col- 
chester, 111.,  was  the 
open  space  between 
two  buildings  where  he 
started  showing  pic- 
tures in  1912.  After 
several  years  of  work- 
ing with  these  primi- 
tive arrangements  he 
added  a roof  to  his  lo- 
cation and,  in  1925, 
built  his  present  house 
on  the  same  spot,  the 
Princess  Theatre,  seating  375.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  no  civic  organizations,  devoting  most 
of  his  time  to  his  theatre  business.  Smith  is 
married  and  has  two  children,  Helen  and  Joe, 
both  of  them  married.  He  has  also  a grand- 
daughter, Joelle. 


gress,  presided. 

Since  its  purchase  by  Balaban,  the  docu- 
ment has  been  displayed  at  the  sub-treasury 
building  in  New  York,  site  of  the  original 
capitol  of  the  U.S.,  where  the  Bill  of  Rights 
was  engrossed  and  signed.  The  Book  and 
Author  committee  of  the  treasury’s  war  fi- 
nance division  sponsored  the  exhibit  as  part 
of  the  Fourth  War  Loan  but  more  recently  as 
part  of  its  “Schools  at  War”  program. 

Under  this  program  some  13,525  elementary 
and  high  schools  throughout  the  U.S.  and 
Alaska  have  received  collotype  facsimiles  of 
the  document  as  a gift  from  Balaban.  These 
were  distributed  by  the  treasury  department. 


Lyric  at  Gillespie,  111.,  Spruces  Up 

GILLESPIE,  ILL. — The  Lyric  Theatre  is 
decked  out  in  a new  spring  coat  of  blended 
colors.  Pio  Pedrucci  is  manager. 
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MILWAUKEE 


Attending  a recent  board  meeting  here  of 
“ ITO  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan 
were  J.  P.  Adler,  president;  Charles  Trampe, 
vice-president;  George  Langheinrich,  treas- 
urer; Russell  Leddy,  George  Panka,  Raynold 
Black,  L.  V.  Bergtold  and  George  Fischer. 


Mrs.  Russell  Leddy  returned  from  a Cali- 
fornia vacation  reporting  plenty  of  rain 
there  . . . Alexander  Meskis,  the  popular 
Egyptian  manager,  entered  the  armed  forces. 
He  was  farewelled  by  Warner  circuit  asso- 
ciates, receiving  a wind-proof  lighter  and 
identification  bracelet  as  gifts  . . . Sonny 
MacDonald,  Warner  Theatre  manager,  was 
vacationing. 


Remodeling  has  been  completed  on  the 
women’s  lounge  at  the  Alhambra  with  face 
lifting  in  progress  in  the  men’s  lounge  . . . 
Ray  Lentz,  Pastime  Theatre,  Horicon,  was 
in  booking  . . . Don  Woods,  Warner  exchange 
manager,  was  in  Chicago  for  the  sales  con- 
fab at  the  Blackstone  . . . Emmett  Hanna- 
han,  who  has  been  at  20th-Fox  here,  left 
for  Minneapolis  to  replace  the  office  mana- 
ger there  who  has  entered  the  armed  forces. 


Patricia  Unertl  was  the  Fox  Wisconsin 
“looker”  who  did  such  a smooth  job  on  the 
national  anthem  at  the  Red  Cross  kickoff 
luncheon  . . . Jack  Frackman,  Republic 
manager,  was  all  set  for  his  trip  to  Holly- 
wood when  he  received  a telegram  to  stay 
put  until  that  strike  was  settled  . . . Kate 
Lauters,  who  formerly  pleased  the  customers 
of  the  extinct  Chateau  with  her  lusty  vo- 
cals, now  operates  her  own  eatery. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Fred  Brown,  Ply- 
mouth; George  Panka,  Metro,  Prairie  du 
Chein;  Frank  Eckhart,  Jefferson;  L.  V. 
Bergtold,  Westby;  Charles  Guelson,  Badger, 
Stoughton  . . . R.  L.  De  Lorenzo,  father  of 
Frank  De  Lorenzo,  projectionist,  who  has 
been  seriously  ill,  now  is  on  the  mend.  He 
was  the  first  pit  orchestra  leader  that  Saxe 
Theatres  had  here  at  the  Theatorium. 
Eighty-nine  in  May,  he  is  the  oldest  member 
of  the  Milwaukee  Musicians  Ass’n. 


Off  to  Cuba  and  adjacent  points  of  in- 
terest on  both  business  and  a bit  of  rest  is 
Hugo  Vogel,  the  equipment  supply  man  . . . 
A group  of  the  girls  from  the  Filmrow  Bowl- 
ing League  copped  first  place  in  the  city 
tourney  Class  E session.  Collecting  $50  were 
Marion  Fiss,  Esther  Ohm,  Mary  Jane  Lohre, 
Mary  Sanfellipo  and  Jo  Tomasik. 

Ida  Tee,  formerly  with  National  Screen 
here,  left  for  San  Francisco  . . . Eddie  Lurie, 
former  Monogram  salesman,  has  been  han- 
dling publicity  for  the  exchange  here  on 
“Dillinger”  and  “Forever  Yours.” 

When  Waldon  Ryan,  manager  of  the  Rex, 
Sheboygan,  phoned  Mae  Dalton,  20th-Fox, 
about  some  advertising,  Waldron’s  two-year- 
old  son  Michael  did  a bit  of  talking,  too. 
Result,  some  gifts  from  Mae.  Then  Waldon 
wrote  Mae  thanking  her  for  the  prompt  serv- 
ice and  the  gifts. 

“Bozo”  Skinkle,  Riverside  Theatre  property 
man,  handled  the  Spots  at  George  Devine’s 
ballroom  when  Woody  Herman,  local  boy  that 
made  good,  played  the  dance  palace  to  be- 
tween 5,000  and  6,000  hepsters  . . . Roy  Staub, 
Riverside  artist,  joins  the  navy  late  this 
month. 

In  the  press  releases  it’s  reported  the  new 
“Skating  Vanities”  plans  an  opened  here  . . . 
Ted  Lewis  and  band  will  close  the  stage 
shows  at  the  Riverside  . . . Edith  Sosoff  has 
50  tasks  these  days  at  Metro  and  49  of  them 
are  keeping  Lou  Orlove  calm  when  he’s  plug- 
ging a new  Metro  picture. 

That  last  bulletin  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald, 


WAC  chairman,  sent  out  to  the  exhibitors 
certainly  was  an  eye-catcher.  The  message 
urging  them  to  hit  the  ball  on  the  Red  Cross 
drive,  was  imprinted  on  a page  listing  Wis- 
consin casualties  in  World  War  II  . . . Dick 
Charlton,  Milwaukeean  who  appeared  with 
the  Radio  Rogues  in  “Three  of  a Kind”  and 
“Trocadero,”  was  in  town  briefly. 

Some  local  niteries  are  still  experimenting 
with  Saturday  and  Sunday  matinee  shows 
and  dancing  . . . PRC  has  “Strange  Illusion” 
booked  into  a territory  army  camp  . . . When 
Carmen  Cavallero  played  the  Riverside  re- 
cently, it  was  his  band’s  first  appearance  in 
town.  Carmen  did  some  topdrawer  piano  stuff 
in  “Hollywood  Canteen.” 

Dennis  Morgan,  Milwaukee’s  boy  that  made 
good,  appears  in  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot,”  open- 
ing here  in  April  . . . IATSE  Local  164  has 
these  members  in  the  armed  forces;  Walter 
Plato,  Harvey  Black,  Karl  Fergens,  Lawrence 
Hoover,  George  Bliss,  Milton  Klase,  Martin 
Fischback,  Bernard  Marsden,  Wyman  Viall, 
Harry  J.  Putbear,  Kurt  Liebau,  Buford  E. 
Painter,  Alvin  Johnson,  Lew  Arnowizt,  Mil- 
ton  Anacker,  Robert  Wittmann,  Gayle  Dex- 
ter, Art  Wegner,  Eugend  Goderski,  Ernest 
Novy. 


U Takes  a Stranglehold 
On  Pin  League  Lead 

CHICAGO — Piloted  by  F.  Hanzelin,  Univer- 
sal took  a stranglehold  on  first  place  in  the 
Chicago  Motion  Picture  Bowling  League  by 
taking  three  games  from  Monogram.  Metro 
made  a great  showing,  taking  a trio  from 
Warners  and  held  to  second  place.  Another 
set  of  three  went  to  Republic,  the  vanquished 
being  Film  Chauffeurs  tying  these  teams  for 
third  place. 

Universal  led  with  2,746  for  a three-game 
total;  Metro  being  next  with  2,723.  Individual 
leaders  for  three  games  are  Hanzelin  with 
684;  Jack  Kirsch  with  675.  Single  game 
leaders:  V.  Swanson,  279,  and  Klass,  249.  Re- 
public was  high  for  a single  game  with  960; 
Monogram  second  with  953. 


TEAM  STANDINGS 


Universal 

Metro 

Republic  

Film  Chauffeurs  . 

Monogram 

Warners  

INDIVIDUAL 

Won 

44 

40 

39 

39 

38 

25 

STANDINGS 

Losl 

31 

35 

33 

3S 

37 

50 

Avg. 

181 

F.  Hanzelin 

178 

177 

174 

P.  Shoemaker 

174 

172 

A.  Fischer 

172 

E.  Friedman  

171 

Bill  Bishop  

170 

Team  2 Holds  3-Game  Lead 
In  IATSE  Play  in  Milwaukee 

MILWAUKEE — First  high  three-game  spot 
in  the  IATSE  Bowling  League  went  to  team 
No.  2,  with  2,634;  No.  5,  2,615;  No.  7,  2,556. 
The  single  game  high  went  to  Team  5 with 
974;  Team  7,  943  and  927.  Elmer  Klase  rolled 
a high  662;  Harry  Eifert,  656;  George  Brader, 
646.  George  Brader  rolled  267;  Charles  Bums, 
257;  Myrl  Melton,  256. 


TEAM  STANDINGS 


Won 

Lost 

Team  No. 

8 

47 

31 

Team  No. 

5 

45 

33 

Team  No. 

3 

41 

37 

Team  No. 

7 

41 

37 

Team  No. 

4 

39 

39 

Team  No. 

2 

36 

42 

Team  No. 

1 

32 

46 

Team  No. 

6 

31 

47 

Continuing  in  the 

top  bracket  were 

Klase, 

George  Mace,  Ray  Kieren,  Spots  Methenitis, 
Roger  Mace,  Arthur  Weaver,  Brader,  Robert 
Lucht,  William  Reagan,  Alfred  Neuendorf, 
Otto  Trampe,  Eifert,  Leo  Sasse,  William  Mor- 
gan, James  Trimborn,  Edwin  Bigelow,  George 
Anderson,  Ray  Smith  and  Sam  Hoenig. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Employes  of  P.  R.  Mallory,  manufacturers  of 

dry  batteries  for  the  “handie  talkie”  now 
playing  an  important  part  in  war,  were 
guests  at  a private  showing  of  “Objective, 
Burma!”  in  Keith’s  Theatre  preceding  the 
films’  opening  at  the  Indiana. 

Earl  Cunningham,  manager  of  the  Foun- 
tain Square  Theatre  Co.,  was  notified  that 
his  former  assistant,  James  R.  Newton,  was 
in  a base  hospital  in  the  Mariannas  recup- 
erating from  wounds  . . . Veterans  stationed 
at  hospitals  at  Camp  Atterbury  were  guests 
of  Jean  Parker,  film  star  who  appeared  with 
Henry  Busse  and  his  orchestra  at  the  Circle 
Theatre. 

Exhibitors  in  LaGrange  and  St.  Joseph 
counties  complained  about  declining  boxof- 
fice  grosses.  The  slump  in  attendance  oc- 
curred after  several  large  war  plants  in  that 
area  began  laying  off  men.  Art  estimated 
5,000  skilled  mechanics  were  idle  ...  In 
Louisville  several  theatres  will  remain  closed 
until  April  1 due  to  flood  damage. 

Harry  Mandell,  formerly  of  New  York  City 
and  one  time  a salesman  for  Warner  Bros., 
acquired  the  Film  Classics  franchise  and 
location  at  359  N.  Illinois  St.  Max  Page, 
widely  known  in  motion  picture  circles,  was 
appointed  general  office  manager  and  booker 
. . . H.  J.  Michelson,  RKO  short  subject 
manager;  Robert  Folliard,  drive  captain; 
Frank  Drum  and  Bernie  Kranze  conducted 
a pep  meeting  in  the  interests  of  the  Ned 
Depinet  playdate  drive  at  the  local  ex- 
change. Salesmen  and  bookers  attended. 

Visitors  on  Filmrow  included  Ernest  Smith, 
Francisville;  Mrs.  M.  Stribling,  Crawfords- 
ville;  J.  B.  Stein,  Terre  Haute;  Kenneth 
Maurice,  Clinton;  Bob  Hudson,  Richmond; 
Joe  Schilling,  Connersville;  Stanley  Cooper, 
Brazil,  and  W.  J.  Haney  Milan  . . . The 
West  Point  Theatre  at  West  Point,  Ky.,  was 
inundated  by  flood  waters. 

Morris  Reinking,  who  operates  the  Idaho 
and  Swan  theatres  at  Terre  Haute  went  to 
Florida  for  a rest  . . . H.  B.  Kaufman,  Co- 
lumbia manager  of  branch  operations,  spent 
two  days  at  the  local  exchange. 

Neil  T.  Thompson,  with  offices  in  the  Mer- 
chants Bank  Bldg.,  is  the  resident  manager 
of  Confidential  Reports,  Inc.,  whose  service 
goes  into  effect  May  2 for  Paramount,  RKO, 
United  Artists,  Columbia  and  Universal. 

The  Louisville  Drive-In  Theatre  will  open 
for  the  summer  season  May  5 . . . Pete  Pana- 
gas,  Alliance  Circuit  booker,  made  his  first 
appearance  on  Filmrow  after  his  recent  ill- 
ness . . . Eddie  Ornstein,  who  operates  the- 
atres at  Marengo  and  Milltown,  Ind.,  was  on 
Filmrow  the  first  time  in  months. 

Henry  Reiss,  a circuit  operator  in  Louis- 
ville, returned  from  a month’s  vacation  in 
Mexico  City  . . . Mrs.  Gladys  Newman  of 
Universal  booking  department,  was  vacation- 
ing in  Texas. 

Branch  managers  and  salesmen,  some  50 
of  them,  are  wearing  lapel  buttons  awarded 
for  achievements  in  war  work.  Presentations 
were  made  by  Claude  McKean,  Warner  man- 
ager. 


War  Stories  From  Stage 

CHICAGO — The  B&K  Garrick  Theatre  ob- 
tained plenty  of  space  with  its  showing  of 
“The  Fighting  Lady”  and,  at  the  opening 
won  further  attention  and  patrons  with  the 
personal  appearance  of  two  Chicago  navy 
veterans  home  on  leave  who  told  the  audi- 
ences things  about  the  action  against  the 
Japs  in  the  Philippines.  All  seats  for  the 
opening  night  were  purchased  by  the  Stand- 
ard Oil  Co.  of  Indiana. 
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No  Allied  Support 
For  Divorcement 

MINNEAPOLIS — North  Central  Allied,  in- 
dependent exhibitors’  organization,  will  not 
take  any  stand  in  regard  to  the  theatre  di- 
vorcement and  anti-Ascap  bills  now  before 
the  Minnesota  state  legislature,  it  was  an- 
nounced by  President  Henry  Greene,  follow- 
ing a meeting  of  the  Twin  City  section. 

The  body  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  in- 
troduction of  the  measures  and  there  ap- 
parently is  no  sentiment  among  the  mem- 
bership for  it  to  take  any  hand  in  whatever 
fight  may  develop,  Greene  pointed  out.  As 
far  as  theatre  divorcement  is  concerned,  a 
number  of  members  openly  have  expressed 
themselves  to  the  effect  that  they  preferred 
to  permit  the  Paramount  affiliated  circuit, 
at  which  the  measure  is  aimed,  to  retain  its 
present  theatres  instead  of  having  the  houses 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  bigger  independent 
circuit  owners. 

However,  a number  of  individual  members 
of  North  Central  Allied  do  favor  both  bills 
and  may  line  up  behind  them  when  and  if 
a scrap  develops  in  the  legislature.  It  is 
declared  that  both  proposed  laws  will  be  re- 
ported out  of  the  general  legislation  com- 
mittee favorably. 

The  theatre  divorcement  bill,  now  before 
the  house,  will  be  introduced,  too,  in  the 
state  senate,  it  is  reported.  It  would  re- 
quire the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  to  re- 
linquish ownership  and  operation  of  all  of 
its  theatres  in  the  state  within  a year  after 
passage. 

The  anti-Ascap  bill  calls  for  Ascap  or  its 
members  to  furnish  verified  lists  of  licensed 
copyrighted  works  to  every  theatre  and  other 
establishment  and  to  publish  the  list  in  a 
designated  legal  publication. 

Clay  Smith  Takes  Over 
Molo  at  Moulton,  Iowa 

DES  MOINES — Clay  D.  Smith  has  pur- 
chased the  Molo  Theatre,  Moulton,  from  Bob 
Leach,  and  will  take  over  management  April 
1.  Leach,  for  many  years  associated  with 
RKO  in  Des  Moines,  has  not  announced  his 
future  plans.  This  is  Smith’s  first  venture 
into  the  film  industry.  He  is  formerly  of  Sey- 
mour, Iowa,  where  he  managed  an  oil  sta- 
tion. 

Winds  Blows  Top  Off  Car 
Of  Jack  Connor,  Omaha 

OMAHA — Jack  Connor,  M-G-M  exploiteer 
recently  out  of  the  hospital,  would  be  willing 
to  admit  most  anything  can  happen  to  him. 

On  his  first  trip  out  on  his  return  to  his 
job,  one  of  those  famous  Nebraska  gusts  of 
wind  blew  the  top  off  his  convertible. 

Connor  had  to  leave  his  car,  finish  his 
route  by  bus.  Even  worse,  he  has  no  idea 
where  he  can  find  a new  canvas  top. 

The  Larned  Show  Goes  on 
During  Redecorating 

LARNED,  KAS. — D.  E.  Burnett  and  H.  L. 
Reed  have  been  receiving  compliments  on 
their  newly  redecorated  State  Theatre.  They 
suspended  matinees  but  ran  night  shows 
during  the  redecorating  process  and  over- 
came difficulties  in  obtaining  materials  by- 
utilizing  substitutes.  Burnett  and  Reed  have 
operated  the  State  since  1938. 


Warners'  Manager  Returns 

DES  MOINES — Elmer  Tilton,  manager  of 
Warners  here,  returned  last  week  from  a 
district  meeting  in  Chicago. 


Concludes  Patrons  Are 
More  Discriminating 

Kansas  City— -Harry  Musgrave,  opera- 
tor of  theatres  at  Wamego  and  Minne- 
apolis, Kas,,  reports  there  has  been  a 
distinct  decline  in  grosses  from  the  high 
point  last  fall  and  early  winter.  He  has 
noticed  no  distaste  or  preference  for  any 
particular  type  of  picture,  and  concludes 
patrons  definitely  are  exercising  more 
discrimination  as  to  quality,  patronizing 
only  those  features  they  believe  extra 
good,  whether  a war  picture  or  not. 

Ballanlyne  Moves 
To  Larger  Plant 

OMAHA — The  Ballantyne  Co.  and  its  sub- 
sidiary, Scott-Ballantyne  Co.,  will  move  from 
222  N.  16th  St.  to  a new  and  modern  plant  at 
1707-11  Davenport  St.,  this  week,  Robert  Bal- 
lantyne, owner,  announced  Monday.  The  Bal- 
lantyne Co.  has  been  in  its  present  location 
for  six  years. 

The  Paseo  in  Kansas  City 
Open  After  Two  Years 

KANSAS  CITY — A two-year  wait  for  re- 
sumption of  community  theatre  programs 
ended  for  residents  of  the  Marlborough  sec- 
tion of  southern  Kansas  City  with  reopen- 
ing of  the  Paseo  by  B.  J.  Fredman  and  Rube 
Finke’ stein.  The  house  was  destroyed  by  fire 
Jan.  25,  1943. 

A long  lineup  at  the  boxoffice  included 
many  former  regular  patrons;  the  lobby  was 
banked  with  floral  gifts,  and  many  members 
of  the  industry  and  allied  trades  paid  their 
respects  to  the  operators. 


Bob  Ableson  to  Coast 

MINNEAPOLIS— Bob  Ableson,  RKO  city 
salesman,  has  been  transferred  in  the  same 
capacity  to  Los  Angeles.  Bill  Winters,  north- 
ern Minnesota  salesman,  is  scheduled  to  take 
over  the  Twin  City  assignment.  No  succes- 
sor to  Winters  has  been  named  yet. 


Nelson  at  H'wood  Parley 

DES  MOINES — David  S.  Nelson,  manager 
of  Republic  here,  left  for  Hollywood  for  con- 
ferences at  the  Republic  studios. 


Twin  City  Booth  Men 
Demand  More  Pay 

MINNEAPOLIS — Local  independent  neigh- 
borhood exhibitors  have  another  headache 
staring  them  in  the  face.  It  is  the  demands 
from  the  projectionist  union  for  a five  per 
cent  boost  in  scale,  preparation  pay  and 
vacation  with  pay.  What’s  more,  the  union 
insists  that  the  salary  increase  be  retro- 
active to  last  December  when  their  contract 
expired. 

The  independents  have  countered  with  a 
compromise  offer.  They’re  willing  to  come 
across  with  the  five  per  cent  increase  to 
avert  a walkout,  even  though  they  feel  that 
conditions  do  not  justify  it,  but  they  are 
balking  on  making  the  advance  retroactive 
and  on  the  vacation  with  pay  and  prepara- 
tion stipend.  Up  to  this  stage,  however,  there’s 
a stalemate  in  the  negotiations  because  the 
union  shows  no  inclination  to  compromise, 
but  it  is  telling  the  exhibitors,  in  effect,  to 
“take  it  or  leave  it.” 

This  union  demand  is  unreasonable  under 
present  and  probable  impending  circum- 
stances, according  to  Henry  Greene,  president 
of  North  Central  Allied,  which  has  been  con- 
ducting the  negotiations  for  the  exhibitors. 
It  comes  at  a time  when  patronage  at  the 
theatres  has  been  declining  and  when  the 
postwar  outlook  is  extremely  uncertain,  he 
points  out. 


Her  Son  Has  a DEC 

SHARON  SPRINGS,  KAS.— Mrs.  Eunice 
Lacy,  operator  of  the  Strand  here,  has  a son 
in  the  air  service  who  it  was  recently  dis- 
closed, has  won  several  medals;  namely,  a 
DFC,  an  Air  Medal  with  two  Oak  Leaf 
Clusters,  and  two  Bronze  Stars.  The  son  re- 
turned from  battles  in  the  Pacific  area  and 
is  now  at  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 


Greenstein  Returns 

MINNEAPOLIS — Howard  Greenstein,  for- 
merly booker  at  Universal  here  and  more  re- 
cently in  Chicago  in  that  capacity,  is  back 
at  the  local  exchange,  this  time  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  sales  force.  He  will  cover  North 
Dakota,  succeeding  Kenny  Adams,  who  has 
been  assigned  to  western  Wisconsin. 


To  Cast  of  "Abbott  and  Costello" 

Jean  Porter  has  joined  the  cast  of  “Abbott 
and  Costello  in  Hollywood,”  a Metro  produc- 
tion. 


GUESTS  OF  REPUBLIC— Theatre  men  visit  the  coast  studios.  Left  to  right: 
Joseph  Kane,  associate  producer-director;  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  president  of  F&M, 
St.  Louis;  Roy  Wolff,  Los  Angeles  and  Hollywood  Paramount  theatres,  and  Les 
Kaufman,  Republic  studio  publicity  director. 
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OMAHA 


\3tTith  spring  just  around  the  corner,  Robert 
Ballantyne,  owner  of  the  Scott-Ballan- 
tyne  Co.,  received  his  annual  Christmas  card 
from  Halil  Kamil  Film  Distributors,  Istanbul, 
Turkey.  “A  little  late,”  says  Bob,  but  nice  to 
be  remembered  again  . . . Joseph  Deitch,  Tri- 
States  Theatres  film  buyer  and  booker  from 
Des  Moines  who  is  resigning  to  join  Para- 
mount as  a theatre  department  executive,  and 
his  successor,  Dale  McFarland,  former  pub- 
licity man,  were  in  Omaha  Monday. 

The  H.  B.  Johnsons  were  in  their  highest 
spirits  in  months  this  week  with  word  that 
their  son,  Lieut.  H.  B.  Johnson  jr.  of  the  navy, 
had  arrived  in  New  York  after  two  years  in 
the  Atlantic  and  Mediterranean  war  areas.  A 
trip  home  for  the  lieutenant  now  is  the  John- 
son’s big  wish.  When  he  does  come,  Johnson 
says,  no  one  will  be  able  to  show  his  elation 
more  than  family  springer  spaniel. 

Bill  Shirley,  Columbia  home  office  exploi- 
teer,  was  in  town  this  week  to  set  up  pub- 
licity for  ‘‘A  Song  to  Remember,”  opening 
April  4 at  the  Brandeis  . . . Andy  Anderson 
was  in  Omaha  with  his  son,  a flight  officer 
in  the  army  air  corps.  The  son  is  en  route 
back  to  camp  after  a leave  at  his  parents’ 
home  at  Sloan,  Iowa. 

M-G-M  juggled  its  office  staff  with  sev- 
eral promotions  and  an  addition  being  the 
result.  Betty  Berndt,  assistant  cashier,  moves 
over  to  head  the  contract  clerk.  Biller  Joyce 
Rodda  becomes  assistant  cashier  and  her  suc- 
cessor is  the  new  girl,  Cecelia  Wolbach. 

Filmrow  branch  managers  were  on  hand  for 
the  wedding  of  Shirley  Epstein,  daughter  of 
Sam  Epstein,  head  of  the  Epstein  circuit,  to 
Sam  Berman,  an  Omahan  now  in  the  army 
. . . Walter  Hoffman,  20th-Fox  exploiteer, 
spent  several  days  here  . . . Universal  remains 
in  the  top  seat  in  the  company  drive  for  ihe 
third  straight  week  . . . Warners  screened 
“God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  before  a good  crowd 
Monday  afternoon. 

Seymour  E.  Friedman  of  the  New  York 
20th-Fox  office  spent  several  days  in  Omaha 
conferring  with  William  Miskell,  Tri-States 
Theatres  district  manager,  regarding  setting 
dates  for  “Wilson”  in  Grand  Island  and 
Hastings,  Neb.,  and  Sioux  City,  Iowa  . . . M.  A. 
Levy,  district  manager  from  Minneapolis,  also 
was  in  the  city. 

“American  films  five  years  old  are  being 
exhumed  from  cellars  and  shown  to  fasci- 
nated Parisian  audiences,  who  now  can  grow 
up  with  Mickey  Rooney,”  comments  a World- 
Herald  editorial  writer. 

New  home  for  the  GI  Club,  operated  by 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  is  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  old  Rialto  Theatre.  The  club 
moved  from  below  the  State  Theatre  and  no 


Spaghetti  (wonderful) 
and  Chicken  (great) 
dinners 

"Where  Filmrow 
Friends  Meet" 


HORKY’S  CAFE 


1202  High  St. 
DES  MOINES 


decision  on  disposal  of  these  quarters  have 
been  made  . . . “Honestly  I do  not  know  when 
it  will  be,”  Ann  Sheridan  commented  here 
regarding  the  date  of  her  expected  mar- 
riage to  Steve  Hannegan. 

Visitors  along  the  Row  included:  Mrs.  Paul 
Todd,  Scribner;  Joe  Chantry,  Osceola;  Jennie 
Wickman,  Tekameh;  Burly  Chamberlain, 
Winnebago;  Frank  Simek,  Ashland;  Arnold 
Johnson,  Onawa,  Iowa;  John  McQuistan, 
Bloomfield;  Frank  Hollingsworth,  Beatrice; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Kugel,  Holstein,  Iowa. 

Mrs.  Marie  Freed,  formerly  of  Pender, 
Neb.,  and  now  a resident  of  West  Point, 
Neb.,  visited  the  Western  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  She  indicated  that  she  is  again  inter- 
ested in  purchasing  a new  theatre  in  the 
Iowa  or  Nebraska  territory. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Scobell  of  Wagner, 
S.  D.,  received  word  that  their  son  Elgin, 
reported  missing  in  action  some  time  ago,  is 
safe  but  a prisoner  in  a German  camp. 

Henry  Saggau,  Dennison  exhibitor,  was  in 
town  to  meet  his  son  Bob,  a navy  flyer  just 
back  from  the  Pacific.  Bob  is  a former  Notre 
Dame  football  star  . . . Ernest  Van  Wey, 
son  of  Glen  Van  Wey,  the  Gothenburg  ex- 
hibitor, was  wounded  in  action  in  the  South 
Pacific  area.  Ernest,  an  infantryman,  is  re- 
covering rapidly,  according  to  letters  to  his 
family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Cornett  are  the  par- 
ents of  a girl.  Cornett  is  an  assistant  ship- 
per for  20th-Fox  . . . The  blessed  event  makes 
Peggy  Shallberg,  member  of  the  Metro  in- 
spection department,  a grandmother. 

Ike  Rubin,  Paramount  sales,  was  unable  to 
talk  for  once  in  his  life.  Ike,  Variety  Club 
chief  barker,  recently  went  home  for  the  day 
with  a swollen  jaw  after  the  extraction  of 
a couple  of  teeth  . . . Frank  Hannon,  War- 
ners branch  manager,  attended  a sales  meet- 
ing in  Chicago. 

Carl  White,  Quality  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
chief,  returned  from  a quick  trip  to  the  East 
. . . Jack  Connor  was  back  at  his  exploit- 
ing job  for  Metro,  after  a lengthy  illness 
. . . Mrs.  Tobby  Stewart,  wife  of  the  owner 
of  the  Mayfair  at  Shertandoah,  was  in  New 
York  visiting  her  daughter. 

Sol  Francis  of  Monogram  was  in  the  Omaha 
territory  for  a several  weeks’  stay  after 
work  in  the  Oklahoma  City  territory  . . . 
Dorothy  Larsen  is  a new  addition  as  stenog- 
rapher at  United  Artists  . . . Hugh  Braly 
of  Denver,  Paramount  district  manager,  and 
Jesse  McBride,  branch  manager  here,  spent 
several  days  in  Des  Moines. 

Bill  Granville  was  back  at  work  at  Quality 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  after  an  amazingly 
speedy  recovery  from  a serious  illness  . . . 
Herb  Fletcher,  Warners  salesman,  was  slated 
to  have  his  tonsils  removed. 

A1  Taylor,  former  Paramount  branch  man- 
ager here  who  left  to  head  the  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  exchange,  has  moved  on  to  head  the 
big  Los  Angeles  Paramount  office  . . . Kay 
Kane,  secretary  to  the  branch  manager  at 
Paramount  here,  has  returned  from  a week’s 
visit  to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  where  she  saw 
her  fiance  graduate  from  the  air  cadet 
school  there. 

Helen  Hayes  in  “Harriet”  was  good  for 
$4,797  for  a one-night  stand  here  and  $5,200 
was  returned  to  disappointed  customers. 
Tickets  were  all  sold  before  the  first  local 
advertisement  was  to  appear. 

The  sudden  turn  to  spring  weather  brought 
a blossoming  out  of  exhibitors  on  the  Row, 


including  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Schuler,  Hum- 
boldt; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Miller,  Broken 
Bow;  Jack  Riggs,  Central  City;  Carl  John- 
son, Red  Oak,  Iowa;  J.  L.  Jensen,  Anthon, 
Iowa;  Wes  Mansfield,  Tama,  Iowa;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Noffsinger,  Madison;  Milton  Mans- 
field, Belle  Plains,  Iowa;  A.  Burrus,  Crete; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Lysinger,  Ravenna; 
Mervin  Neeley,  Griswold,  Iowa;  Arch  Conk- 
lin, Griswold,  Iowa,  and  Ray  Brown,  Harlan. 

Mills  Operated  at  Tama 
While  Iuka  Is  Repaired 

DES  MOINES  — Wes  Mansfield,  theatre 
owner  at  Tama,  has  opened  the  Mills  Thea- 
tre in  that  town.  The  Mills  will  operate 
until  necessary  repairs  can  be  made  on  his 
Iuka  Theatre  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
some  time  ago. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


The  Reel  Fellows  Club’s  first  annual  de  luxe 

dinner  dance-cabaret  at  the  Hotel  Nicol- 
let was  a smash  success.  The  affair  drew  a 
crowd  of  250  and  to  say  that  everybody  had 
a glorious  time  was  to  put  it  mildly.  Skits 
by  club  members  took  good-natured  digs  at 
district  and  branch  managers  and  furnished 
many  a laugh  . . . Reel  Fellows  helped  pro- 
vide the  show,  too,  at  the  Northwest  Variety 
Club’s  Red  Cross  entertainment — a benefit 
with  all  proceeds  of  the  door  admission  go- 
ing to  the  Red  Cross. 

After  its  first  run  in  the  loop  the  past  week, 
PRC’s  “The  Great  Mike”  goes  into  nine  of 
the  leading  Twin  City  independent  neighbor- 
hood houses  Easter  Sunday  . . . RKO  branch 
here  still  was  up  among  the  first  ten  na- 
tionally in  the  fifth  week  of  the  Ned  Depi- 
net  contest  . . . Ben  Marcus,  Columbia  dis- 
trict manager,  was  in  from  Kansas  City  . . . 
E.  L.  McEvoy,  Universal  short  sales  mana- 
ger, was  in  town  for  a sales  meeting. 

Congratulations  to  Ben  Landy,  Columbia 
office  manager,  father  of  a baby  boy,  the 
first  visit  of  the  stork  for  the  Landys. 

S.  E.  Friedman,  20th-Fox  exploiteer  in  the 
Philadelphia  area,  was  here  directing  the 
publicity  campaign  for  “Wilson”  at  the  Gar- 
rick, Duluth,  while  Walter  Hoffman,  ex- 
ploiteer for  the  Minneapolis  district,  was 
tied  up  on  other  campaigns. 

Although  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  did 
a terrific  business  at  Radio  City  the  past 
week  it  was  not  held  over  at  that  house,  but, 
instead,  moved  over  to  the  State  for  an  ex- 
tension of  its  downtown  first  run  as  a test 
of  a tentative  policy  to  retain  films  at  the 
4,000-seat  house  only  one  week  regardless  of 
the  business  they  do.  Also,  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  wished  to  play  “Thunder- 
head”  at  Radio  City  Holy  week. 

The  gang  at  Columbia  drank  a toast  to  Abe 
Montague  to  celebrate  his  anniversary  and 
started  the  big  drive  in  his  honor  March  16 
. . . Nancy  Ravitch  is  back  at  RKO  at  her 
former  secretaryship  after  giving  California 
the  onceover  and,  incidentally,  getting  en- 
gaged to  a young  man  there. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Harvey  Thorpe,  Crosby,  Minn.;  Guy 
Thorpe,  Sandstone,  Minn.;  Don  Buckley,  Red- 
wood Falls,  Minn.,  and  Jack  Heywood,  New 
Richmond,  Wis.  . . . Art  Anderson,  Warners 
branch  manager,  was  in  Chicago  for  a sales 
meeting. 


Added  to  the  Cast  of  "Divorce" 

Monogram  has  added  Jonathan  Hale,  Addi- 
son Richards,  Pierre  Watkin  and  Lois  Austin 
to  the  cast  of  “Divorce.” 
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Full  Houses  Greet  Powell 
At  Kansas  City  Orpheum 

KANSAS  CITY— A full  house  at  the  Or- 
pheum for  each  performance  Thursday  (15) 
responded  to  the  presence  of  Dick  Powell, 
who  came  here  with  “Murder,  My  Sweet.” 
The  party  included  Mike  Mazurki,  also  in 
the  picture  and  Powell’s  accompanist.  They 
appeared  afternoon  and  evening  and  Powell 
opened  the  Red  Cross  collections.  Powell 
also  spoke  for  the  Red  Cross  over  KCKN. 


Harris  Manager  at  Concordia,  Kas. 

CONCORDIA,  KAS.— Cecil  D.  Harris  has 
been  engaged  as  manager  of  the  Strand  The- 
atre, succeeding  John  Mason,  resigned. 


DES  MOINES 


•The  housing  situation  has  Filmrowers  tearing 
their  hair,  And  we’re  speaking  of  those 
curly  gray  locks  of  David  Nelson,  Republic’s 
new  manager.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  plead- 
ing for  help  in  finding  suitable  living  quar- 
ters. Another  house-hunter  is  Harold  Lyons, 
new  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  Theatre,  who 
hopes  to  move  his  wife  and  five-year-old 
daughter  here  soon. 

Vi  De  Corpo,  Tri-States  secretary,  has  re- 
signed to  be  with  her  husband,  who  is  in  the 
armed  services,  as  long  as  he  is  serving  in 
this  country.  Joy  Kennedy  of  the  booking- 
department  moved  up  into  Vi’s  place  . . . 
Virginia  Orr  returned  to  her  old  job  as  G. 
Ralph  Branton’s  secretary  . . . Corrine  Mc- 
Farland resigned  several  weeks  ago  and  is 
now  living  in  Kansas  City. 

Fellow  employes  at  Tri  and  Central  States 
held  a farewell  gathering  in  honor  of  Minnie 
Hudgell,  who  resigned  last  week.  Minnie  was 
presented  a wool  blanket. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Gray,  contract  clerk  at  20th- 
Fox,  resigned  last  week.  Victoria  Pewick,  for- 
mer'assistant  contract  clerk,  has  taken  over 
Myrtle’s  work,  and  Helene  Seidenfeld,  former 
utility  clerk,  is  now  assistant  contract  clerk. 

Ruth  Cook,  Mel  Evidon’s  secretary  at  Co- 
lumbia, was  absent  last  week  with  tooth  trou- 
ble . . . Alice  Else,  NSS,  traveled  to  Chicago 
last  weekend  to  be  with  her  husband  who  is 
stationed  there. 


Don  Shirk,  former  poster  clerk  for  War- 
ners, is  home  on  a 20-day  furlough.  Don  is 
stationed  in  Savannah,  Ga.  . . . RKO  friends 
are  proud  of  Erwin  Godwin,  former  shipper 
who  recently  won  the  infantry  merit  badge. 
Erwin  is  somewhere  in  Germany. 

Joe  Scully,  Republic  traveling  auditor,  left 
Des  Moines  for  New  Orleans  . . . Nadine 
Montrez,  new  RKO  employe,  was  quaran- 
tined at  her  home  with  scarlet  fever. 

A birthday  party  was  held  at  M-G-M  for 
Bill  Marshino,  checking  supervisor  . . . The 
M-G-M  Club  sponsored  a party  for  the  Wacs 
at  the  USO  here  recently.  Shirley  Bigham 
and  Phyllis  Whissler  were  hostesses  . . . 
Mayme  Jones,  M-G-M  inspector  who  has  beei 
on  sick  leave,  is  back. 


Visitors  along-  the  Row  included:  Wes  Mans- 
field, Tama;  Bob  Leach,  Moulton;  Ray  Baltz- 
ley,  Bussey;  Mrs.  Catherine  Davis,  Monte- 
quma,  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Hoffmann,  Knoxville. 


WAHOO 


i America’s  Finest  Screen  Same 


YWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  831  S,  WABAS 
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MIDWEST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


George  W.  Granstrom 

began  his  career  in 
show  business  as  an 
usher  in  the  Grand 
Opera  House,  St.  Paul, 
at  the  age  of  15.  Later, 
he  advanced  to  treas- 
urer of  the  same  thea- 
tre and  remained  there 
until  1911,  when  he 
became  associated  with 
Joe  Friedman  in  oper- 
ation of  his  first  thea- 
tre, the  Park.  He 
stayed  with  it  until  the  house  was  sold 
to  F&R.  Subsequently  Granstrom  became 
district  supervisor  for  the  circuit,  with  five 
theatres  under  his  direction.  After  managing 
several  houses  for  some  time,  he  built  the 
Grandview  and  Highland  theatres. 


A good  many  years 
ago  Elias  S.  Sutter 
trekked  from  Chicago 
to  Kansas  City  to  visit 
an  uncle.  While  there, 
he  noticed  what  ter- 
rific business  a small 
neighborhood  colored 
theatre  was  doing. 
Seeing  an  empty  house 
near  by,  he  leased  and 
opened  it  in  1919.  He 
named  it  the  Columbia 
Theatre,  and  three 
months  later  bought  out  its  opposition,  the 
National.  Now  he  owns  the  Princess,  Regal 
and  Castle.  A member  of  the  Kansas-Missouri 
Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  he  is  also  secretary 
of  the  Kansas  City  chapter  of  the  Order  of 
Ahepa,  a national  Greek  organization. 


Fred  Meyn  of  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  now  treas- 
urer of  the  Kansas- 
Missouri  Theatre 
Owners  Ass’n,  started 
in  show  business  with 
his  father  at  the  Pho- 
totorium  Theatre  in 
1906.  He  is  at  present 
operating  the  Park 
Theatre,  an  efficiently- 
managed  house  seating 
750,  Throughout  his 
long  film  career  he  has 
been  interested  in  exhibitor  activities.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  a Shriner.  His  hobby  is  bowling.  He 
has  two  sons  serving  with  the  armed  forces: 
Raymond,  an  engineer,  and  Fred  jr.,  a radar 
operator.  Meyn  lives  at  2621  Grandview  Blvd. 


John  Piller  started  his 
showman’s  career  at 
Chicago  in  1906.  Eight 
months  later  he  moved 
to  Menomonie,  Wis., 
moving  shortly  there- 
after to  Grafton,  Rug- 
by and  Leeds,  operat- 
ing houses  in  those 
North  Dakota  towns. 

Selling  out  his  hold- 
ings, he  moved  in  1918 
to  Valley  City  where 
he  now  runs  the  300- 
seat  Rex  and  the  800-seat  Piller.  Former 
president  of  North  Dakota  Exhibitors’  Or- 
ganization (now  extinct),  Piller  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  March  of  Dimes,  belongs  to  the 
Elks  and  local  commercial  club,  has  sold 
$600,000  in  war  bonds,  and  has  11  children. 


In  1922,  while  still  in 
high  school,  H.  B. 
"Hank”  Doering  of 
Garnett,  Kas.,  was  pre- 
sented with  a theatre 
by  his  father,  who  was 
in  the  banking  busi- 
ness. Operating  the 
house  while  still  an 
undergraduate,  he  be- 
came familiar  with  the 
theatre,  and  today  at 
41  claims  to  be  the 
youngest  20-year-old 
showman  in  the  business.  Doering  also  raises 
registered  Hereford  cattle,  working  on  his 
ranch  most  of  the  day.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Masonic 
order. 


Reuben  “Rube”  Fink- 
elstein  of  Kansas  City 
is  a past  master  at 
building  theatres,  hav- 
ing done  so  for  the 
last  31  years.  Head  of 
the  Belmont  and  Paseo 
theatres  there,  and  the 
Byam  Theatre  in  Fair- 
mount,  he  at  various 
times  has  owned  the- 
atres at  Mexico,  Ex- 
celsior Springs  and 
Lexington  as  well.  He 
belongs  to  the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatres 
Owners  Ass’n  and  is  a Mason.  He  has  three 
children:  a daughter,  Sonia,  attending  col- 
lege; and  two  sons,  Charles  and  Myron,  both 
serving  with  the  army  air  forces.  Finkelstein 
says  his  diversions  are  fishing— and  hay  fever. 


L.  H.  Ireland  began 
his  motion  picture  ex- 
hibition career  more 
than  two  decades  ago, 
when  he  opened  one  of 
the  first  cinemas  in 
Griswold,  Iowa.  Sub- 
sequently he  moved  to 
Logan,  acquired  the 
theatre  which  he 
named  for  the  town, 
and  began  participat- 
ing in  various  phases 
of  community  life.  He 
has  also  found  time  to  do  a little  fishing 
and  hunting.  Ireland  is  a Mason  and  has 
served  as  president  of  the  local  school  board. 
Part  of  his  interest  in  educational  problems 
was  stimulated  by  his  own  son,  Louis  T., 
who  is  now  a sergeant  in  the  army. 


Prior  to  entering  the 
exhibition  field  in  1913, 

Fred  C.  Largen  of 
Creighton,  Neb.,  was 
an  electrical  engineer, 
employed  in  Schenec- 
tady. For  the  succeed- 
ing 27  years  he  was  ac- 
tive in  the  motion  pic- 
ture business,  both  as 
a theatre  operator  and 
sound  equipment  man- 
ufacturer. Recently  re- 
tiring from  the  field, 

Largen  turned  over  all  of  his  theatre  inter- 
ests to  his  two  sons,  Fritz  and  Cliff,  who  are 
now  operating  their  dad’s  former  house,  the 
250-seat  Lyric,  as  well  as  the  Largen  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  whose  sound  equipment  services 
army  posts  the  world  over. 
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KANSAS  CITY 

T ieut.  Curtis  Eugene  Musgrave,  marine  corps 
aerial  navigator,  was  home  after  two  years’ 
service  in  the  South  Seas — home  with  his 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Musgrave, 
Minneapolis,  Kas.  The  lieutenant  is  widely 
known  on  Filmrow,  coming  here  often  with 
his  father  who  operates  the  Ritz  at  Minne- 
apolis, and  the  Columbian  at  Wamego,  Kas. 
The  marine,  only  21  now,  and  much  matured 
over  the  boy  that  salesmen  and  others  of 
the  industry  knew,  “looks  fine,”  the  father 
said,  and  is  set  for  six  months  in  the  States, 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Hey  wood- Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

Git.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 

Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

Tom  Edwards,  President 
Geo.  W.  Baker,  Sec.-Treas. 

128  W.  18th  St. — Harrison  4825 


which  includes  40  days’  leave. 

Floyd  Hill,  Drexel,  Mo.,  on  the  Row  this 
week,  announced  reopening  of  the  Drexel 
March  24.  It  was  closed  for  a month  to 
permit  overhauling  of  equipment  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Glenn  Hall,  Cassville,  Mo.,  were 
on  Filmrow  in  the  interest  of  the  Ozark, 
Cassville  and  Strand,  Pierce  City.  Hall  said 
he  had  ordered  new  sound  equipment  for 
the  Ozark.  Hall’s  home  town  is  in  the  Roar- 
ing River  section,  six  miles  from  that  famous 
trout  stream.  The  trout  season  opened  March 
1.  Hall  said  a lot  of  people  came  down  for 
the  fishing,  evidently  enjoyed  their  stay  in 
the  cabins — but  didn’t  catch  many  fish.  Hall 
himself  hadn’t  been  fishing  yet. 

Harry  Biechele,  aerial  engineer  on  train- 
ing flights  as  part  of  his  duties  at  the 
central  flying  training  command,  Enid,  Okla., 
was  here  on  16-day  furlough.  Larry  was 
about  the  first  to  leave  National  Screen  for 
the  services  back  in  1942. 

Louis  Ramm,  Equity  Film  Co.,  New  York, 
was  on  Filmrow  in  the  interest  of  a special 
film  entitled,  “The  Good  Old  Days”  . . . Cecil 
Mayberry,  former  M-G-M  district  manager 
who  is  an  exhibitor  at  Eureka  Springs,  Ark., 
now,  was  a visitor. 

Mrs.  Iola  Travis  of  the  Plaza.  Crane,  Mo., 
who  was  in  booking,  reports  her  patrons 
continue  to  express  their  pleasure  over  the 
new  projection  and  sound  she  installed  a few 
months  ago.  A fire  at  the  Plaza  two  years 
ago  made  reconstruction  necessary,  but  the 
booth  equipment,  which  was  some  20  years 
old,  was  saved.  The  new  equipment  consists 
of  Simplex  machines  and  RCA  sound. 

Mike  Lee,  manager,  and  the  staff  at  Mono- 
gram, are  riding  high  this  week;  they  are 
in  first  place  in  the  national  sales  drive  . . . 
Tom  Edwards  reports  this  on  Missouri  weath- 
er: Driving  up  from  Eldon  Tuesday  morn- 
ing he  ran  into  rain;  a few  miles  further 
on,  hail  peppered  his  car;  at  Sedalia,  snow 
fell  in  monster  flakes,  almost  blanking  out 
vision  through  the  windshield.  Then  ten 
miles  this  side  of  Sedalia,  he  entered  a zone 
of  sunshine,  which  continued  until  he  reached 
Kansas  City. 


Renews  Jeff  Donnell's  Contract 

Columbia  has  renewed  Jeff  Donnell’s  con- 
tract for  another  term. 


Aleut! 

IlhlVIlllll-llilkl'Iitlll 

Gam.ple.te  It/ it  It  SpAin^Sd^e  Scat  Gu^ltiani. 
IN  STOCK  — IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY 


Also  RCA  Sound  Equipment  and  New  Century  Projectors 
in  stock.  Prompt  delivery  on  ratings. 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply 


L.  J.  KIMBRIEL,  Manager 


TELEPHONE  GRAND  2864 
115  WEST  1 8 T H STREET 

KANSAS  CITY  8.  MISSOURI 


Comedy  Dual  Wins 
In  a Walk  at  Omaha 

OMAHA — ’“Practically  Yours”  and  “Noth- 
ing But  Trouble”  proved  a combination  at 
the  Paramount  Theatre  that  won  the  weekly 
boxoffice  derby  in  a walkaway.  Next  best 
crcwd-getters  were  “Laura”  and  “Destiny”  at 
the  Orpheum  Theatre.  Weather  was  mild 
and  clear. 


(Average  is  100) 

Brandeis — Hotel  Berlin  (WB);  A Guy,  a Gal  and 

a Pal  (Col)  100 

Omaha — The  Sign  of  the  Cross  (Para);  Dangerous 

Passage  (Para)  95 

Orpheum — Laura  (20th-Fox);  Destiny  (Univ) 110 

Paramount — Practically  Yours  (Para),  Nothing  But 

Trouble  (M-G-M)  140 

State — Storm  Over  Li  bon  (Rep);  The  Big  Bonanza 

(Rep)  110 

Town — Abroad  With  Two  Yanks  (UA);  Silver  City 
Kid  (Rep);  Miracle  of  Morgan's  Creek  (Para); 
Together  Again  (Col);  The  Great  Moment  (Para); 
The  Taming  of  the  West  (Univ),  reissue ...105 


Kansas  City's  Grosses  Hover  Near 
Average  as  Patrons  Take  Outings 

KANSAS  CITY— Boxoffice  totals  in 
all  theatres  hovered  around  average,  some 
slipping  a little  over  the  top  in  spite  of  fine 
weather  which  kept  many  patrons  outdoors. 
The  Midland,  with  “Dark  Waters”  and 
“Three’s  a Family,”  reported  fair  attendance, 
but  nothing  like  the  recent  M-G-M  successes. 
The  Orpheum  did  well  with  “Murder,  My 
Sweet,”  though  not  as  well  as  they  should 
have  done  with  such  a hangup  mystery,  plus 
Henry  Aldrich.  The  Newman  topped  average 
for  the  week  with  “Roughly  Speaking.” 

Esquire — Thunderhead,  Son  of  Flicka  (20th-Fox), 


2nd  wk 90 

Fairway — Same  as  Esquire 100 

Midland — Dark  Waters  (UA);  Three's 

a Family  (UA)  - 90 

Newman — Roughly  Speaking  (WB)  - 110 

Orpheum — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO); 

Henry  Aldrich — Boy  Scout  (Para)  120 

Tower— Sing  Me  a Song  of  Texas  (Col); 

The  Great  Mike  (PRC),  plus  stage  show 100 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire 95 


"Tree,"  "Evidence"  Swell 
The  Minneapolis  Grosses 

MINNEAPOLIS— Radio  City  and  the  Or- 
pheum led  the  boxoffice  procession  the  last 
week,  both  turning  in  huge  grosses.  The 
former  had  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn”  and 
the  latter  Ted  Lewis  and  his  band  on  the 
stage  and  the  picture,  “Circumstantial  Evi- 
dence.” The  first  regular  price  showing  of 
“For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  drew  large  crowds 
to  the  State.  Holdovers  were  “Winged  Vic- 
tory,” “Practically  Yours”  and  “Here  Come 
the  Co-Eds,”  the  first-named  in  its  third 
week  and  the  others  in  their  second. 


Aster — Great  Mike  (PRC); 

I Love  a Mystery  (Col) DO 

Century — Practically  Yours  (Para),  2nd  d.  t.  wk...l20 

Gopher — Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M) 125 

Lyric — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  3rd  d.  t.  wk...l00 
Orpheum — Circumstantial  Evidence  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show 160 

Radio  City — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox)..175 

State — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para) 100 

World — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 


Des  Moines  Theatres  Hit  Just 
Average  During  a Circus  Week 

DES  MOINES— Downtown  theatres  here 
did  just  average  business  last  week.  “Hotel 
Berlin”  and  “A  Guy,  a Gal  and  a Pal”  shared 
the  double  bill  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre.  Two 
horror  pictures,  “House  of  Frankenstein”  and 
“The  Mummy’s  Curse”  were  featured  at  the 
Paramount.  The  Des  Moines  showed  “Prac- 
tically Yours”  and  “The  Fighting  Lady.” 

Competing  with  the  theatres  was  the  Shrine 
circus  which  «ran  for  over  a week  with  two 
showings  a day. 

Des  Moines — Practically  Yours  (Para);  The 


Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox) 100 

Orpheum — Hotel  Berlin  (WB);  A Guy,  a Gal  and 

a Pal  (Col)  - 100 

Paramount — House  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  The 

Mummy's  Curse  (Univ)  100 


84 


BOXOFFICE  : : March  24,  1945 


Cooperative  Nears 
First  Anniversary 

PITTSBURGH — Cooperative  Theatre  Serv- 
ice next  month  will  observe  its  first  anni- 
versary. Starting  from  scratch  in  April  1944 
the  booking  and  buying  organization  now 
serves  some  67  theatres  in  this  area. 

Bert  M.  Stearn  is  the  founder  of  the  service 
at  1709  Blvd.  of  the  Allies;  Harry  E.  Long,  is 
his  assistant;  Francis  Seubert  and  Joe  Hanna, 
bookers;  Ruth  T.  Blain  and  Freda  L.  Wolf, 
secretaries;  Nelle  Reinstein,  office  manager, 
and  Anne  R.  MacNab,  switchboard  operator. 

James  Hendel  is  with  Cooperative  as  gen- 
eral manager  of  Film  Classics  of  which  Miss 
Reinstein  is  booker. 

Clients  include  Browarsky’s  Associated 
Theatres  and  Chateau  Amusement  Co.,  M. 
Finkel’s  Buena  Vista  Amusement  Co.  and 
Carson  Amusement  Co.,  F.  Panoplos  Com- 
munity Theatre  Co.,  William  J.  Walker’s 
Crafton  Amusement  Co.,  A.  A.  Weiland,  B.  G. 
Neyland,  Stephen  Santa,  Norma  C.  Huhn,  J. 
W.  Mercer,  Harry  Hendel,  William  R.  Wheat, 
Bennett  Amdur,  Carl  Poke,  N.  Winograd,  H. 
Rachiele,  Rachiele  & Walker,  Mervis  & 
Barnholtz,  R.  Navari,  Dr.  C.  E.  Harmon,  Guy 
Ida,  Lawrence  Lowatuter,  Herman  Lorence, 
Larry  Puglia,  N.  G.  Anas,  Roth  & Gelman, 
M.  A.  Rosenburg,  Milton  Samuels,  Leo  Guer- 
rin  jr„  Catherine  Knapp,  O.  H.  Hechler,  Cook 
& Anderson,  H.  Schmitt,  James  H.  Nash,  M. 
Galanis,  Max  Arnold. 

Glenn  Jacobs  New  Leader 
Of  Theatrical  Agents 

DETROIT — Glenn  W.  Jacobs  of  the  Sun 
Booking  office  was  elected  president  of  the 
Michigan  Ass’n  of  Theatrical  Agents  for 
1945-46,  succeeding  Peter  J.  Iodice.  The 
other  new  officers  are:  Mabel  Duggan,  vice- 
president;  Mike  Falk,  secretary,  and  Betty 
Bryden,  treasurer. 

Directors  are:  Peter  J.  Iodice,  Ray  Gorrell, 
Henry  Lueders,  Howard  Bruce  and  Val 
Campbell. 

Panopoulos  Transfers 
Seneca  at  Belington 

BELINGTON,  W.  VA. — John  Panopoulos, 
who  took  residence  in  Hollywood,  Fla.,  during 
the  winter,  has  transferred  the  Seneca  here 
to  his  stepson,  Arthur  B.  Crissman.  Early  last 
winter  he  had  leased  the  theatre  to  Fred 
Sanders,  but  the  agreement  was  voided  sev- 
eral months  later  by  mutual  consent.  Criss- 
man formerly  operated  a theatre  at  Barbers- 
ville. 

Ohio  Cities  Will  Move 
Clocks  Ahead  on  April  1 

COLUMBUS — Columbus  will  set  its  clocks 
ahead  one  hour  Easter  Sunday,  April  1,  giv- 
ing theatres  an  extra  hour  of  daylight  which 
should  help  mitigate  drastic  effects  of  the 
brownout.  Lancaster,  Chillicothe  and  Bucyrus 
also  will  move  their  clocks  ahead  one  hour  on 
April  1 and  other  Ohio  cities  are  expected  to 
follow  suit  by  May  1. 

European  War  Veteran 
Is  New  UA  Salesman 

CINCINNATI  — United  Artists  has  em- 
ployed Don  Passin  as  salesman  for  the  Ken- 
tucky and  West  Virginia  territory.  Passin 
received  a discharge  from  the  army  following 
action  in  Africa  and  Italy  in  which  he  suf- 
fered wounds  which  incapacitated  him  for 
further  service. 


Hanauers  Quit  Industry 
In  Beaver  Valley  Deal 


All  Cleveland  District 
Theatres  Aid  Cross 

Cleveland — The  Red  Cross  drive  was 
participated  in  by  almost  every  theatre 
located  in  northern  Ohio.  Joe  Krenitz, 
WAC  distributor  chairman  reports  that 
460  theatres  were  officially  pledged  to 
show  the  trailer  and  to  take  collections 
at  all  performances.  Only  towns  not  par- 
ticipating were  those  where  the  Red  Cross 
specifically  invited  the  theatres  not  to 
take  collections.  These  towns,  including 
Upper  Sandusky,  Carey,  Grafton  and 
Forrest,  have  met  their  quotas  without 
recourse  to  theatre  collections  and  of- 
ficials of  the  Red  Cross  requested  that 
none  be  made.  No  instance  has  been  re- 
ported of  lack  of  cooperation  for  reasons 
other  than  request  from  the  Red  Cross. 


Splendid  Exhibitor  Aid 
In  the  Montague  Drive 

PITTSBURGH— The  Columbia  branch  of- 
fice is  receiving  “wonderful  cooperation” 
from  exhibitors  throughout  the  area  who  are 
supporting  a business  drive  in  honor  of  Abe 
Montague,  general  sales  manager  who  is  ob- 
serving his  20th  anniversary  with  Columbia. 
The  Montague  20th  anniversary  campaign 
opened  March  16  and  extends  through 
June  28. 

Arthur  H.  Levy,  local  manager  who  an- 
nounced the  splendid  cooperation  from  thea- 
tre owners  and  managers,  has  served  Colum- 
bia as  manager  at  Pittsburgh  for  a dozen 
years,  and  prior  to  this  he  was  connected 
with  the  company  at  Washington. 

First  of  the  campaign  hits,  Levy  said,  is 
Sidney  Buchman’s  “A  Song  to  Remember,” 
Technicolor  drama  with  music,  recently 
sneak-previewed  at  the  J.  P.  Harris  for  a 
large  trade  audience  which  viewed  the  pro- 
duction with  a regular  matinee  audience  at 
the  theatre.  Last  Thursday  this  picture  was 
given  a similar  showing  at  the  Embassy, 
Johnstown,  with  37  exhibitors  and  trade 
members  in  attendance. 

Levy’s  assistants  here  for  the  drive  are  Peg 
McArdle,  booker,  and  George  Tice,  Sidney 
Goldberg,  Leo  Isaacs  and  Bob  Wolheim,  sales- 
men. 


Haymes  and  Brooks  Pacts  Extended 

Columbia  has  extended  the  pacts  of  Bob 
Haymes  and  Leslie  Brooks  for  another  year. 


BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. — One  of  the  major 
theatre  transfers  in  this  area  in  many  years 
is  the  purchase  of  the  Rialto  and  State,  with 
other  real  estate,  from  Sam  and  Ralph  Han- 
auer,  brothers,  by  a new  corporation  headed 
by  F.  H.  Cooke  of  Cooke  and  Anderson,  lum- 
ber dealers  and  contracting  firm,  identified 
in  exhibition  for  a long  period. 

The  transfer  will  be  made  April  1,  this 
dating  the  retirement  of  Sam  Hanauer,  thea- 
tre executive  here  for  44  years.  The  Han- 
auer family,  also  owners  of  a chemical  manu- 
facturing plant  here,  has  been  prominent  in 
the  business  life  of  this  community  for  77 
years. 

Although  the  exact  price  was  not  revealed, 
the  properties  were  sold  for  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a million  dollars.  In  addition  to 
the  Rialto,  900-seat  theatre  erected  in  1928, 
and  the  State,  550-seat  theatre  erected  in 
1940,  four  large  store  rooms  and  four  apart- 
ments, adjoining  the  theatres  facing  on 
Seventh  Ave.,  near  Fifth  St.,  and  a resident 
property  in  the  rear  of  the  Rialto,  facing  on 
Fifth,  were  involved  in  the  transfer. 

The  transaction  was  negotiated  by  L.  A. 
Farmer,  theatre  broker,  and  Andrew  Battis- 
ton,  1711  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  Pittsburgh. 

Sam  Hanauer,  who  has  been  one  of  the 
most  active  exhibitors  in  the  mideast  area 
for  many  years,  and  who  is  prominent  in 
civic  affairs  in  the  Beaver  Valley,  will  con- 
tinue his  chemical  business,  and  he  is  report- 
ed as  being  interested  in  a new  but  unidenti- 
fied field.  His  retirement  from  exhibition 
comes  as  a surprise  to  members  of  the  trade 
and  to  theatregoers  here.  His  brother,  Ralph, 
is  an  engineer  with  American  Bridge  Co. 

The  firm  of  Cooke  and  Anderson  owns  and 
operates  the  Granada,  1,500-seat  theatre  here, 
and  owns  the  Regent,  800-seat  theatre  oper- 
ated under  lease  by  Hymen  Goldberg,  veteran 
exhibitor.  Tom  Schrader  is  manager  of  the 
Granada  and  Bob  Higgins  is  manager  of  the 
Hanauer  houses.  F.  H.  Cooke  is  a Beaver 
Valley  leader,  with  many  interests  and  activi- 
ties. Anderson  of  the  firm  name  is  dead. 

Theatre  policy  changes  are  not  anticipated 
with  the  transfer  on  April  1,  and  it  is  stated 
that  all  employes  will  be  retained.  Sam 
Hanauer  devoted  this  week  to  current  busi- 
ness matters  and  closing  his  affairs  in  con- 
nection with  exhibition. 


Grant  Town  Gets  New  Sound  Service 

GRANT  TOWN,  W.  VA.— Complete  Sim- 
plex sound  equipment  has  been  installed  at 
John  Urse’s  State  here  by  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co. 


PITTSBURGH  R.  C.  MEET — Left  to  right — N.  Peter  Rathvon,  national  chair- 
man; W.  A.  Scully,  Universal  general  sales  manager;  Peter  Dana,  Pittsburgh  dis- 
trict distributor  chairman;  M,  A.  Silver,  Warners’  zone  head  and  exhibitor  chair- 
man. 
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TNave  Miller,  Universal  district  manager,  and 
^ Mrs.  Miller  left  here  last  week  for  their 
delayed  midwinter  vacation  in  Florida  . . . 
When  they  return,  Joe  Krenitz,  branch  man- 
ager, and  his  wife  will  journey  to  Ann  Ar- 
bor, Mich.,  to  visit  with  their  son  Stanley 
and  his  wife.  Stanley  is  an  army  student  at 
the  University  of  Michigan. 

Cpl.  Urban  Anderson,  former  Associated 
circuit  theatre  manager,  has  returned  to  Ft. 
Benning,  Ga.,  after  a ten-day  furlough  visit- 
ing his  wife.  Andy  has  regained  some  of  the 
waistline  he  lost  during  his  basic  training  . . . 
Park  Belden  of  Akron  has  turned  his  buying 
and  booking  problems  over  to  Milt  Mooney’s 
Cooperative  Theatres  of  Ohio,  now  servicing 
better  than  70  theatres  in  this  area. 

Sanford  Leavitt,  who  resigned  as  booking 
manager  for  the  Washington  circuit  two  years 
ago  to  join  the  Red  Cross  as  assistant  field 
supervisor,  has  been  promoted  to  field  super- 
visor. He  is  statiened  in  Columbus.  He  is  the 
younger  son  of  Joe  Leavitt,  who  owns  and 
operates  the  Independent  Screen  Room  in  the 
Film  Bldg.  His  older  son,  Morton,  is  a naval 
lieutenant  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Rose  “Weitzie”  Weitz,  secretary  to  the  UA 
branch  manager,  Morrison  B.  Orr,  is  vaca- 
tioning in  Florida  for  two  weeks  . . . Elias 
Zegiob,  son  of  Mrs.  Nazera  Zegiob  who  owns 
several  theatres  in  Lorain,  reports  that  his 
mother’s  health  is  greatly  improved  since  she 
went  to  Florida  . . . Bill  Wasserman  of  the 
Warner  circuit  booking  department  celebrat- 
ed another  birthday  last  w^eek  with  the  help 
of  the  department  personnel  who  provided 
and  helped  to  dispose  of  a big  birthday  cake. 

J.  Knox  Strachan,  Warner  Theatres  pub- 
licity director,  was  home  all  last  week  with 
the  flu.  And  his  assistant,  Jane  Simon,  has 
added  two  ultra-ultra  spring  bonnets  to  her 
Easter  wardrobe  . . . Mrs.  Meyer  Fine  caused 
a delay  in  the  Florida  vacation  trip  of  her- 
self and  husband  by  coming  down  with  the 
mumps.  The  trip  will  be  resumed  when  she 
recovers. 

Eddie  Miller,  manager  of  Warners’  Hippo- 
drome, will  present  RKO’s  “Three  Caballeros’’ 
during  Easter  week  . . . Michael  Lesnick  has 
resigned  as  auditor  for  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice to  join  the  Associated  circuit  in  a similar 
capacity  . . . Harry  Reiners,  RKO  exploitation 
supervisor,  dropped  in  on  his  way  to  Cincin- 
nati, Indianapolis  and  points  west,  for  a get- 
together  with  the  local  RKO  exploiteer,  Peter 
Bathory. 

Associated  circuit  is  enlarging  its  office 
space  in  the  Film  Bldg.  The  circuit  has  ac- 
quired all  of  the  space  facing  Payne  Ave. 
When  decorations  are  completed,  the  audit- 
ing department  will  take  it  over,  thereby  al- 
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lowing  more  room  for  private  offices  of  of- 
ficials . . . L.  H.  Walters,  manager  of  NTS, 
is  looking  forward  to  attending  the  IATSE 
convention  in  Los  Angeles  in  April. 

A1  Kolitz,  RKO  manager,  reports  exhibitors 
in  this  area  are  extending  their  fullest  sup- 
port in  the  Bernard  Kranze  appreciation  week 
drive,  April  13-19.  If  it  keeps  up,  it  looks 
as  if  the  district’s  goal  of  having  an  RKO 
picture  in  every  house  during  that  week  will 
be  realized  . . . Vendola  Corp.  operated  by 
Mrs.  Sidney  Garfinkle  while  her  husband  is 
in  service,  has  moved  from  the  third  to  the 
seventh  floor  of  the  Film  Bldg.  The  move 
was  necessitated  by  the  expansion  of  the 
Associated  circuit. 

Bernie  Payne  of  Modern  Talking  Pictures 
and  Mrs.  Payne  entertained  friends  last  Sun- 
day at  a housewarming  party  in  their  newly- 
purchased  home  on  Lake  Shore  Blvd.  . . . The 
Lima  Drive-In  is  the  first  of  the  summer  out- 
door theatres  to  announce  an  opening,  April  6. 

Nate  Schultz,  Monogram  franchise  owner, 
is  back  from  Florida  where  he  spent  his  first 
vacation  in  four  years.  Among  the  film  folk 
he  met  there  was  Saul  Resnick,  one-time 
local  UA  manager.  Resnick,  who  served  six 
months  in  the  army  and  then  was  released, 
is  now  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Miami 
Beach.  His  son  is  in  the  navy  . . . Also  back 
from  the  south  are  Howard  Reif,  P.  E.  Es- 
sick  and  Charles  Deckman,  all  of  the  Scoville, 
Essiek  & Reif  circuit. 

Representatives  of  all  the  exchanges  at- 
tended the  funeral  of  W.  A.  Smith,  owner  of 
the  Majestic  Theatre,  in  Akron  last  week.  He 
was  a former  president  of  the  Akron  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors  Ass’n.  At  the  rites:  Jack 
Mundstuk,  M-G-M;  Arthur  Goldsmith,  RKO: 
Eddie  Catlin,  Warners:  Joe  Krenitz  and  F. 
Arthur  Simon,  Universal;  Tom  Alley,  20th- 
Fox;  Leonard  Mishkind,  Republic:  Lester 
Irwin,  Paramount:  Bill  Lissner,  PRC;  Nat 
Barach  and  Howard  Savitt,  NSS.  Oscar 
Bloom,  Columbia,  and  Max  Federhar  and  R. 
E.  Paulus,  Akron  theatre  owners,  were  pall- 
bearers. 

J.  Victor  Hayes  of  the  Hayes-Fox  Theatre, 
LaRue,  and  J.  J.  Gutilla  of  the  Roxy  Thea- 
tre, DeGraf,  were  among  the  few  out-of-town 
exhibitor  visitors  of  the  week.  Gutilla  re- 
ports that  his  Roxy  Theatre  is  not  closed  as 
previously  reported.  The  slight  damage 
caused  by  fire  was  remedied  quickly. 

Leon  J.  Bamberger,  RKO  sales  promotion 
manager,  suggests  that  exhibitors  keep  the 
mailing  piece  on  “Pan-Americana”  which  was 
sent  out  recently,  for  theatre  and  lobby  dis- 
play. Bamberger  lately  has  tried  to  combine 
his  sales  promotion  pieces  with  the  paper 
saving  drive  by  designing  his  publicity  for  the 
double  duty  of  sales  and  publicity.  The  cen- 
ter spread  of  the  “Pan-Americana”  piece  can 
be  used  for  lobby  display  and  can  also  use 
the  flags  for  a contest  letting  patrons  guess 
what  country  they  represent. 


A Pact  and  Feature  to  Elaine  Riley 

Paramount  has  signed  Elaine  Riley  to  p 
long-term  pact  and  she  will  have  a feature 
role  in  “You  Came  Along,”  Hal  Wallis  pro- 
duction. 
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John  Blakely  Elliott 
Dies  ai  Lexington 

LEXINGTON,  KY.— John  Blakely  Elliott, 
62,  whose  pioneering  helped  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  its  early  growth,  died  in  a 
hospital  here  recently  after  an  illness  of  four 
days. 

Elliott,  an  exhibitor  of  wide  prominence, 
introduced  the  now-obsolete  glass  screen  and 
the  use  of  orchestras  to  American  film  houses 
while  the  industry  was  still  growing  out  of 
its  one-reel  “flickers”  infancy. 

After  he  and  associates  built  Lexington’s 
first  motion  picture  theatre  in  1900,  he  organ- 
ized a company  which  operated  12  houses  in 
central  Kentucky.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
he  was  president  of  Elliott-Ward  Enterprises, 
with  theatres  in  Kentucky,  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Elliott,  believed  to  be  Kentucky’s  oldest  ex- 
hibitor in  years  of  activity,  employed  a 20- 
piece  orchestra  to  play  during  the  silent  pic- 
tures at  one  of  his  first  Lexington  theatres, 
introducing  an  attraction  which  was  adopted 
later  by  other  houses  over  the  country.  He 
installed  the  first  glass  screen  in  the  same 
theatre. 

He  sold  his  Lexington  interests  in  1936 
and,  with  Miss  Anna  Belle  Ward,  organized 
the  Elliott-Ward  Co. 

Surviving  him  are  his  wife  and  a son,  Mor- 
gan Elliott,  Georgetown. 

Ohio  Slated  to  Refund 
Tax  on  5-Cent  Sales 

COLUMBUS — P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  wants 
to  hear  from  those  theatres  that  have  been 
paying  the  three  per  cent  sales  tax  on  items 
selling  for  less  than  nine  cents. 

On  February  21  the  Ohio  supreme  court 
ruled  that  there  is  no  sales  tax  on  five  cent 
sales  made  by  vending  machines,  if  the  sales 
are  separate  from  other  sales  which  amount 
to  nine  cents  or  more. 

In  the  past  the  tax  commissioner  has  as- 
sessed the  three  per  cent  tax  against  all  re- 
ceipts derived  from  vending  machine  sales, 
except  where  such  sales  were  of  food  and  the 
articles  purchased  were  consumed  off  the 
premises  where  sold.  Under  the  recent  de- 
cision, no  tax  can  be  imposed  on  vending 
machine  sales  or  any  other  five-cent  sales  if 
a complete  segregation  is  made  showing  the 
receipts  from  such  sales  separate  and  apart 
from  the  receipts  of  sales  amounting  to  nine 
cents  or  more. 

In  view  of  this  decision,  many  vendors  who 
have  been  paying  the  three  per  cent  tax  on 
sales  of  non-food  items  and  the  tax  on  sales 
of  food  items  which  are  consumed  off  the 
premises  will  be  entitled  to  a refund. 


COLUMBUS 

/"'•lem  Holtschulte,  former  M-G-M  checker, 
is  learning  the  theatre  end  of  the  busi- 
ness as  student  assistant  at  Loew’s  Ohio  . . . 
Norman  Tyne,  manager  of  Neth’s  State,  was 
recovering  from  a heart  attack  which  bedded 
him  for  a week  . . . Jimmy  Rawlins,  dance  in- 
structor and  Variety  Club  member,  is  wear- 
ing navy  blue. 

Lafe  Wareham,  Ohio  projectionist,  was  still 
on  the  sick  list,  having  been  absent  for  sev- 
eral weeks  . . . Allan  Moritz,  manager  of  Co- 
lumbia’s Cincinnati  exchange,  was  here  for  a 
looksee  at  local  engagement  of  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member” . . . Doris  Vacca,  former  Ohio  re- 
lief cashier,  postcards  from  San  Antonio  that 
she’s  enjoying  the  Texas  climate  but  hopes 
to  get  back  to  Columbus  in  May. 
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DETROIT 


Nightingale  Songs:  Floyd  Akins  advises  the 
^ ex-midnight  rollers  was  to  have  five 
teams  in  the  AFL  tournament  this  week  at 
the  Grand  Central  Recreation  parlors. 

Theatrical  Post  Notes:  Colin  Hanaway  and 
Eddie  Minich,  musicians,  are  new  members 
. . . Last  meeting  drew  out  some  of  the  old- 
timers:  Don  Hires,  Harvey  Alexander  and  Cy 
Harris,  late  of  the  veterans  hospital  at  Dear- 
born . . . Dutch  Brock  has  returned  there 
for  another  operation  . . . Wendell  Miller, 
manager  of  the  National,  is  reported  in  bad 
shape  at  the  Northville  Hospital  . . . Harry 
Lessinger  died  last  week,  following  an  opera- 
tion . . . Comdr.  Harry  R.  Berns  and  Chap- 
lain Fred  Johnson  have  been  initiated  into 
the  48&8  . . . Gil  Light  has  some  interesting 
minutes  on  the  last  meeting. 

Short  Circuits:  Walter  Aller,  manager  of 
the  Del-The,  had  a bad  cold  . . . Fred  De 
Lodder,  circuit  head,  is  feeling  much  better 
and  able  to  get  down  to  the  office  regularly 
. . . Fred  Parthum  is  one  of  those  little  known 
men  that  make  the  wheels  go  round.  He  is 
secretary  of  the  De  Lodder  circuit  . . . Peter 
Kavel,  former  manager  of  the  Ace,  is  back 
on  leave  for  30  days  after  service  in  the 
Atlantic  and  Mediterranean.  He  was  in  to 
visit  your  reporter,  with  his  mother. 


W.  Irons  has  left  the  Universal  exchange 
where  he  was  booker. 

Associated  Links:  Sara  Milligan,  office  sec- 
retary, got  the  notion  that  your  reporter  must 
be  the  income  tax  collector  . . . Betty  Kovar 
is  assistant  at  the  Center,  succeeding  Ann 
Warren  . . . Miss  V.  Willis  is  new  assistant  at 
the  reopened  Highland  Park  Theatre  ...  I. 
Grass,  Jack  Buckley  and  A.  R.  Driver  are  the 
new  assistants,  succeeding  Scotty  Riddell,  who 
went  to  the  Colonial  and  Charley  Collins,  to 
the  Rainbo. 

William  Guentsche,  former  owner,  is  assis- 
tant at  the  Lakewood  again  . . . Max  Schrei- 
ber  is  succeeding  Michael  Thomas  as  man- 
ager of  the  Irving  . . . Bob  Wittman  is  back 
as  manager  of  the  Majestic  in  Wyandotte 
. . . Mrs.  George  Bremen  remains  as  co- 
manager of  the  Wyandotte  Theatre  at  Wyan- 
dotte with  her  husband,  while  Chuck  Sutton 
succeeds  Simon  Lax  as  their  assistant. 

Columbia  Notes:  Carl  Shalit  last  Saturday 
met  all  the  branch  managers — Phil  Fox  of 
Buffalo,  Joe  Miller  of  Albany,  Guy  Craig  of 
Indianapolis  and  Clarence  Hill  of  St.  Louis — 
to  kickoff  for  the  Abe  Montague  drive.  The 
entire  staff  drank  toasts  to  Montague’s  20th 
anniversary  with  the  company.  Joe  Gins,  local 
manager,  cut  the  three-layer  cake  himself. 


Under  the  Marquees:  A1  Ackerman  of  the 
East  Side  promises  an  important  news  item 
April  1 . . . Elton  V.  Samuels  has  installed 
a new  marquee  sign,  which  he  has  never 
been  able  to  light,  except  for  testing,  because 
of  the  brownout  . . . Mrs.  H.  Siewert,  one-time 
manager  of  the  Rainbow,  is  joining  the  Malco 
circuit  in  Miami,  we  hear. 

Milton  Hudson,  brother-in-law  of  George 
Lovewell,  for  whom  he  manages  the  Savoy 
Theatre  here,  is  in  the  hospital  at  Blawnox, 
Pa.,  with  a fractured  leg  he  received  in  an 
automobile  accident  . . . W.  M.  “Brownie” 
Brown,  veteran  doorman  at  the  Hughes- 
Downtown  stage  entrance,  is  back  after  a 
week’s  vacation  spent  at  his  daughter’s  place 
on  the  east  side. 

Arthur  Leazenby,  former  salesman  for  PRC 
and  before  that  booker  for  Warners  and  RKO, 
is  new  manager  of  the  Cinema.  He  succeeds 
Fred  Sweet,  who  remains  with  the  Telenews 
organization  as  relief  manager  . . . John 
Golden,  who  recently  sold  out  the  Irving  to 
Associated,  was  a guest  of  Sam  Plotler’s  at 
the  Detroit  retail  shoe  dealers  dinner. 

Exchanges:  Pete  Simon  jr.  has  acquired 
four  new  girl  friends  in  Belgium,  ages  6 to  8 
. . . Marjorie  Rice,  former  secretary  to  Wil- 
liam Flemion,  PRC  manager,  has  been  ad- 
vanced to  head  booker,  succeeding  Robert 
Bryson,  resigned.  Fannie  Tree,  former  sec- 
retary at  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg,  office,  be- 
comes secretary  to  Flemion  . . . John  Gentile 
reports  “all  quiet  on  the  Paramount  front.” 

A1  Dezel  returned  from  surveying  the  flood 
situation  in  the  Cincinnati  territory  . . . Kal 
Bruss  of  UA  had  lunch  Friday  with  a whole 
swarm  of  Filmrow  beauties  . . . Columbia 
Manager  Joe  Gins  had  a fine  time  cutting 
the  cake  at  the  office  Friday  last  week  to 
signal  the  kickoff  for  the  great  20th  anni- 
versary drive  for  Abe  Montague  . . . Harry 
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Exclusive  Distributors  in  Michigan  for  Motio- 
graph  Projectors  and  Motiograph  Mirrophonic 
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Up  in  the  Booths:  Memo  to  Mrs.  David  C. 
Cohane,  wife  of  the  East  Side  operator:  We 
promise  you  more  Detroit  news  soon  . . . 
Robert  Chapel  of  the  Moran  is  an  old  De- 
troiter, who  used  to  play  around  on  the  Cin- 
derella Theatre  site  . . . Albin  Frosty  of  the 
Davison  is  seeing  about  a new  exhaust  fan 
for  his  booth  ...  Nat  Kaufman  of  the  Lyric 
is  looking  forward  to  a good  rest  this  summer. 

Wolverines:  Fred  Pennell,  Allied  office 
manager,  would  like  to  get  behind  the  wheel 


COLUMBIANS  CONFIDENT— Hail,  Co- 
lumbia! is  not  just  part  of  a patriotic  an- 
them to  the  bookers,  inspectresses  and 
shipper  at  the  Columbia  exchange  in 
Cleveland,  where  anyone  who  has  joined 
the  organization  within  the  last  eight 
years  is  a novice.  Here  are  65  years  of 
“Columbiana,”  all  set  and  waiting  to 
make  the  Montague  20th  anniversary 
campaign  “something  to  remember.” 
Seated,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Gertrude  Swee 
Laskey,  inspectress,  with  Columbia  18 
years;  Marjorie  Ellsworth,  inspectress, 
six  years.  Standing,  left  to  right:  Leon- 
ard Steffens,  booker,  eight  years;  An- 
thony Reinman,  head  shipper,  since  1931; 
Bill  Gross,  head  booker,  an  18-year  vet- 
eran. 


of  a car  and  take  to  the  open  road  this 
spring  . . . R.  W.  Thayer,  a newcomer  to  the 
business,  has  remodeled  a store  and  opened 
a new  house,  the  Ross  at  Marcellus,  formerly 
a theatreless  town  . . . The  Westown  Theatre 
at  Bay  City  recently  destroyed  by  fire  will  be 
rebuilt  at  a cost  of  $24,000,  according  to  per- 
mit granted  by  the  WPB  to  the  People’s  Com- 
mercial and  Savings  Bank. 

Harry  Braiker  of  the  Columbia  has  worthy 
and  strong  ambitions  in  the  selling  field  . . . 
Cpl.  George  Sanders  of  Mount  Clemens  Local 
735  is  studying  television  at  the  Hal  Roach 
studios  . . . Fritz  Devantier,  another  Bath 
Citizen,  is  running  three-dimensional  train- 
ing films  for  the  navy  . . . Percy  Huebner  of 
the  Highland  Park  Theatre  is  the  father  of  a 
baby  boy,  Christy  Roger,  born  March  15. 

Aileen  Davis  of  Local  199  office  has  recov- 
ered from  a throat  operation  and  is  leaving 
for  a camp  in  Texas  for  a visit  with  a young 
man  in  uniform  . . . We  regret  to  announce 
the  demise  on  March  14  of  Petey,  Rog  Ken- 
nedy’s canary  . . . Roland  Douglas  is  going 
on  the  road  toward  the  west  coast  for  Jam 
Handy  for  a month  . . . Norman  Moss  of  the 
Madison,  who  is  a brother  of  Jerry  Moss  of 
the  Rex,  has  moved  permanently  to  Florida, 
his  colleague,  Earl  Burdicker.  informs  us. 

Short  Circuits:  Alex  Schreiber,  Associated 
circuit  chief,  has  left  for  eight  weeks’  vacation 
in  Palm  Springs,  Calif.  . . . Mort  Maius  of  the 
marines  sends  the  Associated  office  a Japa- 
nese telephone  he  captured  . . . Riviera  Annex 
Theatre  Co.  is  decreasing  its  capitalization  to 
$207,910  of  preferred  and  $60,000  of  common 
stock  . . . Nick  Mihut,  assistant  at  the  Michi- 
gan, has  left  to  join  the  Detroit  Tigers  as 
third  baseman.  Paul  Widdis,  formerly  of 
the  marines,  is  taking  his  place. 

Shirley  Davis,  former  secretary  to  the  An- 
nex, is  a new  second  assistant  at  the  Michi- 
gan replacing  Ella  Santer  who  goes  to  the 
publicity  department  of  the  United  Detroit 
circuit  . . . Miss  Ronnie  Frazer  is  another 
new  Michigan  assistant,  who  was  at  the 
Cindrella  sometime  ago.  She  replaces  Judy 
Lehoy  who  emigrated  to  California  . . . 
Frank  Thomas  of  the  Colonial  has  left  the 
Midwest  circuit.  He  was  the  husband  of 
Mrs.  Judy  Thomas,  former  manager  of  the 
Garden  who  left  for  California. 

Along  the  Rialto:  John  L.  Loell,  clerk  of 
the  arbitration  tribunal,  reports  a great 
dearth  of  activity  in  his  field.  Everybody 
must  get  along  pretty  well  in  Detroit  nowa- 
days . . . Dorothy  Harrison  of  Allied  Film 
exchange  is  hoping  Harry  Danzig,  former 
manager  of  the  Kramer,  and  Charles  Simp- 
son of  Central  shipping  bureau,  make  con- 
tact in  the  Philippines  . . . Lieut.  David  Hen- 
derson Rickey,  son  of  Henderson  M.  Rickey, 
for  many  years  manager  of  Allied  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  has  been  reported  missing  in  a 
bomber  crash  off  Montauk  Point  . . . Mrs. 
Max  Blumenthal  is  back  home  convalescing 
after  an  operation. 

Ann  O’Donnell,  Detroit’s  latest  contribution 
to  New  York,  likes  her  new  post  at  PRC. 
She’s  been  back  in  town  renewing  acquaint- 
ances . . . Booker  Jack  Davis  returned  from 
Miami  unexpectedly  for  business  reasons  . . . 
Bill  Pasanen  of  Film  Truck  Service  advises 
four  teams  in  the  Film  Bowling  League  failed 
to  roll  because  there  were  no  pinsetters  . . . 
Milt  Cohen  pulled  a ligament  in  his  back 
when  he  tried  bowling  again. 

Supply  Stuff:  H.  S.  Morton  of  United  The- 
atre Equipment  is  embarking  on  a promo- 
tional campaign  to  bring  his  new  firm  to  the 
attention  of  every  exhibitor  and  projectionist 
in  Michigan  . . . Mrs.  Leodora  Woodard  is 
busy  with  flag  orders  . . . Chester  Woodard 
is  specializing  in  recovering  of  seats. 


A Spot  in  "Dangerous  Partners" 

Mabel  Paige,  free-lance  actress,  will  have  a 
spot  in  Metro’s  "Dangerous  Partners.” 
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'Weary'  Smith,  Akron 
Leader,  Stricken 

CLEVELAND — It  was  a great  shock  to  the 
industry  folk  here  to  learn  last  week  of  the 
death  of  Wilfred  A,  “Weary”  Smith,  44,  owner 
of  the  Majestic  Theatre  in  Akron  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Akron  Theatre  Owners  and  Man- 
agers Ass’n. 

Smith,  who  apparently  had  recovered  from 
a heart  attack  last  summer,  suffered  a second 
attack  in  a W.  Exchange  St.  restaurant  at 
Akron  and  died  before  he  reached  People’s 
Hospital. 

“Weary”  Smith,  as  he  was  known  through- 
out the  industry,  took  an  active  interest  in 
local  and  state  politics.  Last  year  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  state  senate. 

Born  in  Somersville,  Smith  lived  most  of 
his  life  in  Akron.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
P.  Smith  who  died  last  December.  The  elder 
Smith  operated  the  Majestic  Theatre  until  20 
years  ago  when  his  son  took  over  its  man- 
agement. 

In  World  War  I,  Smith  served  in  the  navy. 
He  was  a member  of  American  Legion,  fourth 
degree  Knights  of  Columbus,  Moose  lodge, 
South  Akron  Eagles’  lodge  and  the  theatre 
owners  association. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Helen  Halter  Smith, 
a daughter  Jo  Ann,  and  a son  Lawrence. 

Warners'  Chiefs  Stage 
Pittsburgh  Powwow 

PITTSBURGH  — Warners’  Powwow  drive 
was  outlined  here  at  a two-day  district  meet- 
ing in  the  William  Penn  Hotel  with  Jules 
Lapidus,  eastern  division  manager,  presiding. 
Plans  for  “Hotel  Berlin”  and  other  new  re- 
leases were  discussed.  Norman  H.  Moray, 
short  subjects  sales  manager  and  drive  cap- 
tain; Bill  Blumberg,  advertising-exploitation 
assistant  manager,  and  Charles  Rich,  district 
manager,  made  and  received  reports.  Richard 
Stevens,  central  division  field  exploiteer,  was 
present,  as  were  Warner  branch  managers, 
Joe  Kaliski,  Cleveland;  James  S.  Abrose,  Cin- 
cinnati; Claude  W.  McKean,  Indianapolis;  F. 
D.  Moore,  Pittsburgh,  and  Moore’s  assistant, 
Paul  Krumenacker. 

Edward  Klapheke,  Booth 
Vet,  Dies  at  Louisville 

LOUISVILLE — Edward  Klapheke,  secretary- 
treasurer  of  IATSE  Local  163  for  25  years, 
died  recently  at  his  home,  2229  Eastview, 
after  several  weeks’  illness.  Operator  of  a 
screen  projector  in  Louisville  for  many  years, 
he  had  been  employed  at  the  Ohio  Theatre 
since  it  opened.  He  was  52.  Surviving  are 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Florence  Klapheke;  daugh- 
ters, Mrs.  Edward  Harpring  and  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Dillon. 
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MIDEAST  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Walter  A.  Kelly  of 

Rogers  City,  Mich., 
started  in  the  business 
in  1912.  He  built  the 
Strand  Theatre  and 
operated  it  a number 
of  years,  in  1934  build- 
ing his  present  Rogers. 
His  aim  is  to  buy  the 
best  pictures  made  for 
his  community  and  he 
thinks  producers 
should  keep  in  mind 
that  exhibitors  can  al- 
ways use  good  pictures.  His  hobbies  are  yacht- 
ing and  traveling  and  he  has  visited  most  of 
both  Americas.  The  beautiful  gardens  and 
lawns  around  his  home,  situated  on  the  shores 
of  the  Straits  of  Mackinac,  attract  wide  at- 
tention. 

Claude  Robinson  of 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va., 
has  virtually  devoted 
his  life  to  theatre  busi- 
ness, having  been  as- 
sociated with  Klaw 
and  Erlanger  for  20 
years  before  he  started 
in  motion  picture  ex- 
hibition in  Clarksburg 
in  1915.  Robinson  op- 
erates the  Robinson- 
Grand  and  the  Opera 
House  in  Clarksburg 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  civic  and  char- 
itable affairs.  He  is  a member  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  the  Elks  and  the  Masons. 
Robinson  has  a daughter,  Dorothy,  at  pres- 
ent in  the  signal  corps  at  Washington.  He 
is  an  ardent  baseball  fan. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Church  conduct  to- 
gether the  business  of 
running  the  Manning- 
ton  Theatre  in  Man- 
nington,  W.  Va.,  and 
they  do  such  a fine  job 
of  it  that  townfolk  are 
mighty  proud  of  this 
couple.  Dr.  Church  was 
a dentist,  and  first  be- 
came interested  in  the- 
atre business  in  1921. 
Soon  thereafter  he  for- 
sook dental  practice  to  engage  as  a 100  per 
cent  exhibitor,  and  has  been  one  ever  since. 
“We  like  it;  it  keeps  you  guessing,”  says  Dr. 
Church.  Both  the  doctor  and  his  wife  are 
active  in  civic  affairs,  while  Dr.  Church  is 
vice-president  of  W.  Va.  Managers  Ass’n. 


Grasping  opportunity 
by  the  hand,  Ernest  C. 

Hoffman,  Hollywood 
Theatre,  Buchanan, 

Mich.,  entered  the  in- 
dustry in  1911  as  lec- 
turer of  slides  and 
road  shows.  In  1912  he 
started  his  first  thea- 
tre at  Lake  Linden.  He 
continued  building 
houses  in  Hubbell  and 
Laurium,  and  in  1914 
met  and  married  the 
cashier  of  the  Crown  Theatre,  Calumet.  In- 
terested in  civic  and  social  organizations,  he 
is  a Moose,  a Mason  and  also  an  Eagle. 
Like  most  mideasterners,  Hoffman  numbers 
among  his  diversions,  horse  racing  and  farm- 
ing. His  son,  Earl,  is  a corporal  in  the  army. 


As  legal  counsel  for  a 
number  of  theatres, 
Ernest  Schwartz  of 
Cleveland  became  ac- 
tively interested  in  the 
industry  in  1918  when 
he  acquired  the  Co- 
lumbia there-.  Since 
that  time,  he  has  taken 
over  a number  of  other 
houses  and  today  is 
operating  the  Norval, 
while  devoting  remain- 
ing time  to  law  prac- 
tice. President  of  the  Cleveland  Motion  Pic- 
ture Exchange  Ass’n,  he  is  also  its  counsel 
and  belongs  to  ITO  of  Ohio.  A member  of  the 
Cleveland  and  Cuyahoga  Bar  Ass’n,  he  is  also 
active  in  the  City  and  Variety  clubs.  He  en- 
joys bridge  and  raising  flowers. 


Opening  his  first  the- 
atre  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  35  years  ago, 
George  Zeppos,  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  still  thinks 
it  the  “best  business 
in  the  world.”  Since 
that  period,  he  has 
operated  several  houses 
in  Pennsylvania,  fi- 
nally settling  down  to 
running  the  1,100-seat 
Rex  Theatre,  Wheel- 
ing, which  he  has  done 
successfully  for  the  past  25  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Allied  Exhibitors  Ass’n  of  W. 
Va.,  the  Greek  American  Club,  Variety  and 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  Wheeling  he 
is  known  as  “Truthful  George.”  Fishing  and 
golf  are  his  favorite  outdoor  occupations. 


V.  Hakim,  owner  of 
the  Boulevard  Theatre, 

Kenmore,  Ohio,  had 
an  insurance  and 
travel  agency  in  the 
early  1900s,  but 
changed  his  business 
when  pictures  began 
to  boom.  In  1916,  he 
opened  his  present 
house  for  his  brother, 
then  in  uniform,  and 
continued  operation  of 
the  theatre  when  his 
brother,  returning  from  the  service,  decided 
to  invest  in  another  business.  A member  of 
the  Eagles  and  the  Akron  Theatre  Owners 
and  Managers  Ass’n,  he  organized  the  Serbian 
National  Federation.  He  also  is  affiliated 
with  the  Serbian  National  Defense. 


From  an  usher  at  16, 
under  the  tutelage  of 
his  father,  in  the  old 
Temple  at  Kane,  Pa., 

Clifford  S.  Brown  is 
today  the  owner  and 
manager  of  the  new 
Temple,  which  re- 
placed the  old  house, 
destroyed  by  fire  in 
1924,  also  the  Kane, 
which  was  erected  in 
1938.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Honored  Hun- 
dred, a Kiwanian,  an  Elk  and  is  greatly  in- 
terested in  amateur  photography  and  occa- 
sional golfing  in  his  spare  time.  He  has  one 
son,  Harry  Meade,  7.  Folks  around  the  show 
houses  know  Brown  affectionately  as  either 
“Brownie”  or  “Cliff.” 
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Dvt.  George  R.  Herrington,  son  of  the  Fred 
J.  Herringtons,  was  here  on  furlough  en 
route  from  Ft.  Jackson  to  Camp  Meade  . . . 
Dave  Broudy,  who  conducted  the  old  Grand 
(now  the  Warner)  and  the  Stanley  Theatre 
orchestra  for  a number  of  years,  has  been 
named  manager  of  Warners’  Shadyside,  suc- 
ceeding Max  Fredland  . . . Ensign  Charles 
Wild,  son  of  Bert  Wild,  manager  of  Warners’ 
Butler,  has  been  graduated  from  midship- 
men’s school  at  Ft.  Schuyler  and  was  as- 
signed to  Hollywood,  Fla. 

Bob  Shearer,  son  of  George  Shearer,  local 
film  carrier,  who  were  partners  in  the  truck- 
ing business  here,  went  into  uniform  last 
week  at  New  Cumberland  . . . New  stenog- 
rapher at  National  Theatre  Supply  is  Al- 
frieda  M.  Felix  . . . Wally  Allen,  20th-Fox  ex- 
ploiteer,  was  in  Wheeling  last  week  in  the  in- 
terest of  “Thunderhead”  and  “Song  of  Berna- 
dette.” 

Capt.  Bill  Kloos,  former  Paramount  booker 
here,  is  in  southern  France  with  General 
Patch’s  Seventh  army  . . . There’s  been  some 
spring  house  clearing  up  on  Fullerton  St.  at 
Jake  Soltz’s  Rhumba  . . . Pvt.  John  Fisher, 
formerly  a film  carrier  here  for  the  Nat 
Cherkosly  delivery  service,  is  with  the  ma- 
rines on  I wo  Jima. 

Tommy  Karolcik,  son  of  Michael  Karolcik, 
Perryopolis  exhibitor,  underwent  a mastoid 
operation  at  the  Uniontown  Hospital  . . . 
Mrs.  Mary  Craig,  proprietor  of  the  Crystal, 
Meadowlands,  who  once  was  a Filmrow 
booker,  is  employed  at  the  Washington,  Pa., 
county  commissioner’s  office  . . . ' Mrs.  Be- 
atrice Gunther  of  the  Paramount  contract 
department,  has  resigned  to  join  her  hus- 
band in  California,  and  Mrs.  Anne  Zinsmeis- 
ter  has  been  promoted  to  her  former  post. 

Bill  Satori,  Universal  salesman  here  for 
six  years  who  covers  the  West  Virginia  ter- 
ritory, stands  fourth  in  the  U.S.  in  his  com- 
pany’s sales  records  and  is  more  than  90 
per  cent  sold  to  date  . . . Lieut.  F.  D.  Moore 
jr„  son  of  the  Warner  exchange  manager,  is 
in  the  South  Pacific. 

Bernie  Potts  was  in  from  Wellsburg,  W.  Va., 
and  reported  that  the  Alpine  and  Star  there, 
respectively,  were  flooded  with  eight  and  five 
feet  of  water  and  were  closed  for  four  days. 
Theatres  at  New  Cumberland  and  New  Mar- 
tinsville had  seven  feet  of  water.  Also  closed 
by  flood  waters  was  the  theatre  at  Point 
Pleasant. 

One  of  the  first  matters  of  business  Charles 
Harrison  attended  to  after  leasing  the  Manor, 
Manor,  Pa.,  was  to  stop  and  enter  a subscrip- 
tion for  BOXOFFICE  ...  A special  Nixon 
boxoffice  for  sale  of  tickets  for  “Oklahoma,” 


will  open  in  the  theatre  lobby  April  5 . . . 
George  Petty,  the  noted  artist,  has  turned 
over  to  Johnny  Harris  a new  poster  girl  for 
the  next  edition  of  “Ice-Capades”  and  she  is 
lecognized  as  lovely  Donna  Atwood,  star  of 
the  ice  show.  We  can’t  understand  film  pro- 
ducers not  grabbing  Donna,  a glamorous  star 
and  swell  girl. 

James  Laux,  Warner  Melrose  manager,  was 
presented  a wrist  watch  by  fellow  city  man- 
agers of  the  circuit.  He’s  shoving  off  for  an 
army  camp  and  Carl  Czolba  of  the  Rowland, 
Wilkinsburg,  has  replaced  him  . . . Jack  Wil- 
liams, former  independent  and  circuit  mana- 
ger here,  who  received  a discharge  from  the 
marines,  has  rejoined  Warners  as  manager 
of  the  Rowland,  erected  more  than  30  years 
ago  by  Richard  A.  “Dick”  Rowland,  pioneer 
exhibitor,  distributor  and  producer. 

Alyce  Panagatocas  has  enrolled  the  Park, 
Johnstown,  with  Pennsylvania  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  film  buying  and  booking  combine.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  George  Panaga- 
tocas, veteran  exhibitor  . . . PRC  screened 
“Strange  Illustion”  and  “Crime,  Inc.,”  and  ex- 
hibitors had  praise  for  both  productions  . . . 
Guest  No.  1,500,000  at  the  USO-Variety  Club 
Canteen  since  its  opening  was  Sgt.  Leland 
Hess  of  Columbus,  who  had  been  wounded 
on  the  western  front.  He  came  in  on  crutches 
atrd  instead  of  just  stopping  for  a short  rest 
he  stayed  over  for  the  day  and  enjoyed  many 
events  staged  in  his  honor. 

James  H.  Alexander,  former  Republic  ex- 
ecutive now  general  manager  of  Pennsylvania 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  reports  that  his  son-in-law, 
Jack  Barton,  has  been  promoted  to  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Philippines  . . . Lieut.  Joseph 
Fordham,  fighter  pilot  son  of  Tom  Fordham, 
Warner  circuit’s  Erie  district  manager,  now 
is  at  Chanute  Field,  111.  . . . John  H.  Harris 
has  opened  his  new  lounge-bar-office  at  the 
Gardens. 

Mrs.  Hollis  L.  Hayes  of  the  Regent,  Lines- 
ville,  a recent  Filmrow  visitor,  has  recuper- 
ated from  an  operation  for  removal  of  a small 
throat  tumor  . . . Forrest  Jarvis,  Everettes- 
ville,  W.  Va.,  exhibitor,  who  has  been  in  uni- 
form for  a year  or  so  and  who  has  served  as 
a magician- entertainer  at  camp  shows,  re- 
turned home  on  furlough  last  week  and  went 
to  bed  with  the  flu  . . . J.  J.  McFadden  has 
installed  a new  Walker  sound  screen  at  his 
Rialto,  Renovo  . . . Pvt.  Jimmy  Rizzi,  for- 
merly of  the  Paramount  staff  here,  is  with  a 
B29  materials  squadron  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Bob  Freeman,  formerly  identified  here  with 
Western  Electric  and  who  has  been  with 
Westinghouse  for  several  years,  was  a visi- 
tor on  the  celluloid  boulevard  . . . WAVE 


AT  PITTSBURGH  SCREENING — Among  a large  group  of  exhibitors  who  at- 
tended a luncheon  and  screening  of  Columbia’s  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at  the  J.  P. 
Harris  Theatre  were:  (1-r)  Hyman  Goldberg,  Regent  Theatre,  Beaver  Falls;  Jacob 
Soltz,  Rhumba,  Pittsburgh;  Joseph  Palermo,  Temple,  Springdale;  Bart  Dattola, 
New  Dattola  and  Paramount,  New  Kensington;  Guy  Ida,  Grand,  McDonald;  Harry 
Fleishman,  Brighton,  Pittsburgh;  Joseph  Weiss,  Liberty  and  Capitol,  McKeesport; 
Herman  Fleishman,  Brighton,  Pittsburgh;  Sam  Fleishman,  Roxian,  McKees  Rocks; 
William  Weiss,  Liberty  and  Capitol,  McKeesport. 


Jane  Lightner,  formerly  of  the  Harris  office, 
was  here  on  furlough  from  Washington. 

Steve  Milgrim  was  here  exploiting  Colum- 
bia’s “A  Song  to  Remember,”  booked  for  the 
J.  P.  Harris  as  one  of  the  company’s  offer- 
ings in  the  Abe  Montague  20th  anniversary 
campaign.  Steve’s  birthday  anniversary  was 
March  16,  opening  date  of  the  Montague  cam- 
paign, and  at  a party  in  Columbia  exchange’s 
recreation  room  late  that  afternoon  he  cut  a 
large  birthday  cake. 

Eddie  Moriarty,  M-G-M  salesman,  an- 
swered Uncle  Sam’s  call  to  service.  Friends 
and  neighbors  staged  a party  in  his  honor 
. . . Seymour  Swartz,  National  Screen  ship- 
per, departed  for  an  officers’  school  of  the 
merchant  marine  . . . J.  D.  Kendis,  independ- 
ent film  producer,  was  a visitor  . . . Howard 
Eisner,  theatrical  booking  agent,  died  in  his 
home  at  Aspinwall. 

Phil  Brozier,  Avella  exhibitor,  reports  that 
his  son  Ernie,  who  was  wounded  in  Germany, 
has  been  returned  to  a hospital  in  Richmond 
. . . Perry  Nathan,  National  Screen  manager, 
has  a new  branch  service  manager  in  Tom 
Heberling,  and  experienced  man  in  this  field 
with  the  company  . . . S.  H.  Griffith,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Nixon,  Russelton,  was  laid  up 
with  the  flu. 

Martin  Rothenstein,  recently  given  a medi- 
cal discharge  from  the  army,  has  joined  War- 
ner circuit  as  a student  manager.  He  is  a 
brother  of  Exhibitors  Abe,  West  Aliquippa, 
and  Louis,  Cambridge  Springs,  and  a son  of 
Sam  Rothenstein,  Evans  City  theatre  op- 
erator. 

Dr.  Stork  will  visit  the  Chuck  Shannons 
and  the  John  D.  Walsh  jrs.  Shannon  is  War- 
ners’ Columbia  Sharon  manager  and  Walsh 
is  manager  of  Shea’s  local  Fulton  . . . AMPTO 
of  W.  Pa.  recommended  that  all  theatres  ex- 
hibit “Watchtower  Over  Tomorrow,”  15- 
mmute  OWI  subject  which  exploits  the  Dum- 
barton Oaks  plan  to  be  presented  at  the  San 
Francisco  conference  April  25. 


RKO  Men  at  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH  — Bob  Folliard,  Harry 
Michalson  and  Frank  Drumm,  RKO  exec- 
utives, were  here  recently  at  the  William 
Penn  Hotel  meeting  with  Morris  E.  Lefko, 
branch  manager,  and  the  local  sales  staff 
in  connection  with  the  Ned  E.  Depinet  drive. 
Another  RKO  visitor  on  Thursday  was 
Charles  Levy,  publicity  director  for  Walt  Dis- 
ney, who  huddled  with  Doug  Beck,  local  ex- 
ploiteer,  in  outlining  campaigns  for  “The 
Three  Caballeros.” 


THEATRES  for  SALE 

Closed  situation,  Ohio,  four  modern 
theatres  to  be  sold  together;  in  Western 
Pennsylvania,  one  town  two  theatres, 
$50,000;  three  theatres  one  town,  $175,- 
000;  one  in  small  mining  town,  $9,000; 
Pittsburgh  suburban  house,  $45,000. 

We  specialize  in  buying  and 
selling  theatres 

BATTISTON  & FARMER,  THEATRE  BROKERS 

1711  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
(or,  31  N.  Main  St.,  Greensburg,  Pa.) 
ATlantic  4874 


fKJUKES  don't  lie! 

More  Theatres  P/ay 

WAHOO 

America's  Finest  Screen  Came 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  (31  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 
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Pittsburgh  "Tree" 

Is  20ih-Fox  Pacer 

PITTSBURGH — A record-breaker  here  is 
20th-Fox’s  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,”  which 
bettered  this  company's  “Alexander’s  Rag- 
time Band”  at  the  J.  P.  Harris.  “Meet  Me 
in  St.  Louis”  was  so  well  received  in  its 
second  week  at  Loew’s  Penn  that  another 
week  was  reserved  for  it  at  the  deluxer  prior 
to  its  moving  over  down  the  line,  Penn  to 
Warner,  to  Ritz.  Neighborhood  theatres  re- 
ported “feeling”  the  Lenten  season,  while  the 
first  run  downtown  houses  have  been  hit- 
ting a good  average,  all  things  considered. 

Sam  DeFazio,  manager  of  the  J.  P.  Harris, 
reports  that  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn” 
set  a new  record  for  attendance  and  gross 
during  its  first  week.  It  is  one  of  the  20th- 
Fox  30th  anniversary  month  releases.  Nearly 
50,000  ticket  buyers  viewed  the  film  during 
the  first  seven  days  and  the  gross  was  more 
than  $250  over  the  former  house  record, 
established  by  “Ragtime  Band.” 

Barry — The  Missing  Juror  (Col);  Manila  Calling 

(20th-Fox),  reissue  90 

Fulton — Torrid  Zone  (WB),  reissue - 80 

Harris — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox) 185 

Penn — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Ritz — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  5th  d.  t.  wk 80 

Senator — Here  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ), 


2nd  d.  t.  wk 80 

Stanley — Practically  Yours  (Para) 75 

Warner — Woman  in  the  Window  (RKO), 

3rd  d.  t.  wk 80 


“Young  and  Gay"  Clicks  at  Boxoflice 
And  Cleveland  Holdovers  Race  On 

CLEVELAND — The  curfew  and  the  brown- 
out continued  to  exert  varying  effects  on 
theatre  grosses,  depending  entirely  upon  the 
drawing  power  of  the  picture.  The  Satur- 
day night  owl  patrons  crowd  into  earlier 
shows  to  see  the  big  boxoffice  attraction  and 
bring  the  total  week’s  attendance  about  equal 
to  the  precurfew  attendance.  But  the  less 
popular  pictures  suffer  a loss  of  patronage. 

“Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay”  and 
“Objective,  Burma!”  vied  for  top  honors  last 
week.  At  the  Stillman,  where  it  was  given  its 
first  showing,  “Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and 
Gay,”  shot  the  gross  up  30  per  cent  above 
average,  while  “Objective,  Burma!”  turned 
in  a good  record  of  115  per  cent  at  the  Hippo- 
drome. Two  holdovers  operated  on  high. 
“Here  Come  the  WAVES”  approximated  a 
first  week  gross  in  its  second  week  at  the 
State,  while  “Music  for  Millions”  at  the  Ohio, 
playing  its  third  week  and  its  second  move- 


over,  turned  in  a 140  per  cent  week. 

Allen — Belle  ol  the  Yukon  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 7C 

Hippodrome — Objective,  Burma!  (WB)  115 

Lake — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk., 

second  move-over  100 

Ohio — Music  for  Millions  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk., 

second  move-over  140 

Palace — Crime  Doctor's  Courage  (Col),  plus  Cab 

Calloway  on  stage  90 

State — Here  Come  the  WAVES  (Para),  2nd  wk 90 

Stillman — Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Gay 

(Para)  130 


Grosses  at  Cincinnati  Hold 
Fairly  Steady  as  Floods  Ebb 

CINCINNATI— Grosses  held  up  fairly  well 
in  a flood  disturbed  week.  The  weather  also 
warmed  up  considerably,  breaking  all  March 
records  for  these  parts. 


Albee — Roughly  Speaking  (WB) .....110 

Capitol' — A Tree  Grows  iti  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk .X 120 

Grand — This  Man's  Navy  (M-G-M) 105 

Keith's — Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M);  Main  Street 

After  Dark  (M-G-M)  95 

Lyric — Murder,  My  Sweet  (RKO),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 100 

Palace — Thunderhead,  Son  of  Flicka  (20th-Fox)...,115 
Shubert — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M), 

5th  wk 100 


Detroit  Grosses  Slightly  Down; 
Holdovers  Moderately  Strong 

DETROIT  — Business  was  slightly  down 
around  the  town  last  week,  partly  reflecting 
a nice  upturn  in  the  weather,  with  the  pub- 
lic being  encouraged  to  spend  time  outdoors 


for  the  first  time  in  many  months.  Hold- 
overs remained  moderately  strong  at  the 
first  runs,  with  no  startling  records. 

Adams — A Song  to  Remember  (Col);  Leave  It  to 


Blondie  (Col),  2nd  wk.  after  2 wks.  at  the  Fox... .115 
Brcadway-Capitol — I'll  Be  Seeing  You  (UA),  2nd 
wk.  after  2 wks.  at  the  Michigan;  Tall  in  the 

Saddle  (RKO),  after  2 wks.  at  the  Michigan 120 

Cinema — Moscow  Skies  (Artkino),  2nd  wk 125 

Downtown — The  Big  Show-Off  (Rep),  with  Dante 

on  the  stage  100 

Fox — Winged  Victory  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 150 

Michigan — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB),  Jade 

Mask  (Mono)  160 

Palms-State — An  American  Romance  (M-G-M); 

Nothing  But  Trouble  (M-G-M) 115 

Paradise — Charlie  Chan  in  Rio  (20th-Fox), 

reissue,  with  Dud  Bascomb  on  stage 100 

United  Artists — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M); 

Main  Street  After  Dark  (M-G-M),  6th  wk 105 


Bill  Lutes  Is  Named 
District  Manager 

CINCINNATI — Bill  Lutes,  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  Frankfort,  Ky.,  has  been  promoted 
to  district  manager  for  all  Chakeres  houses 
in  the  Blue  Grass  State.  Chakeres  operates 
two  houses  in  Frankfort,  two  in  Winchester 
and  a fifth  is  expected  to  open  in  Shelbyville. 

Lutes  will  retain  his  managership  of  the 
Capitol,  with  Roy  Shuler  at  the  helm  when 
he  is  away. 

Former  Columbus  Usher 
Dies  in  CBI  Air  Battle 

COLUMBUS — Sgt.  Howard  Behm,  radio- 
man with  the  air  transport  command  in  the 
CBI  area  and  former  Ohio  usher,  was  killed 
in  action,  his  parents  were  informed. 


New  Owner  at  Manor 

MANOR,  PA. — The  Manor  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Mrs.  Rose  Beretta  to  Charles 
Harrison  of  North  Irwin.  The  newcomer  takes 
possession  April  1.  Harrison  was  a theatre 
checker  for  several  years. 


DICK  ROYALLY  WELCOMED — Pitts- 
burgh’s RKO  staff  gathered  en  masse  to 
say  “hello”  to  Dick  Powell,  film  star, 
when  he  visited  the  exchange  this  week. 
Top  photo  shows  Dick  surrounded  by  the 
distribution  workers.  Bottom:  Powell  and 
Morris  E.  Lefko,  Pittsburgh  exchange 
manager. 


Smoky  Cily  Greets 
Its  Favorite  Son 

PITTSBURGH  — “Welcome  Home,  Dick 
Powell.” 

A large  and  artistic  valance  with  this  warm 
message  greeted  Dick  Powell  at  a five-hour 
press  reception  in  the  William  Penn  Hotel 
here  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  March  8. 
The  former  master  of  ceremonies  at  local 
theatres  for  several  years  was  here  on  tour  in 
connection  with  the  opening  of  his  new  RKO 
drama,  “Murder,  My  Sweet.”  Still  “Pitts- 
burgh’s Favorite  Son”  and  one  of  the  city’s 
best  liked  screen  and  radio  stars,  Dick  hardly 
had  a minute  to  himself  from  7:25  a.  m.  to  10 
p.  m.  He  visited  at  the  Variety  Club  Can- 
teen, was  interviewed  on  four  radio  programs 
and  appeared  five  times  on  the  stage  of  the 
Stanley,  from  where  he  went  to  Hollywood 
fame  a decade  ago.  He  packed  ’em  in  for 
his  one-day  stand  here. 

The  RKO  reception  was  for  newspaper  and 
magazine  publishers,  editors,  managers, 
drama,  radio  and  women’s  editors  and 
columnists,  arid  radio  network  executives, 
local  station  managers,  artists,  announcers, 
commentators  and  news  readers,  plus  old 
friends  of  the  star.  George  E.  Lefko,  local 
RKO  manager,  and  Douglas  Beck,  RKO  ex- 
ploiteer,  arranged  the  reception. 

Harry  Reiners,  assistant  to  Terry  Turner, 
RKO  exploitation  chief,  who  is  accompanying 
Powell  on  a 40-day  tour,  related  that  Powell 
has  made  from  five  to  seven  appearances 
daily  in  addition  to  Red  Cross  appearances 
and  radio  broadcasts.  Highlights  of  the  tour 
have  been  at  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  New  York, 
Milwaukee,  Cincinnati,  Dayton,  Indianapolis, 
New  York  (return),  Boston,  Washington, 
Pittsburgh.  From  this  city  Powell’s  tour  con- 
tinued to  Albany,  Schenectady,  Troy,  New 
York  (return),  Cleveland,  Chicago  (return) 
and  Kansas  City. 

Powell’s  next  RKO  assignment  will  be  the 
leading  role  in  “Cornered, ”a  tough  yam  by 
Ben  Hecht,  which  is  scheduled  to  go  into  pro- 
duction April  1. 

Ohio  ITO  Aide  Slams 
New  Checking  Service 

COLUMBUS — Under  the  new  Confidential 
Reports,  Inc.,  checking  service,  “boxoffice 
grosses  will  be  as  confidential  as  a front- 
page story  in  the  New  York  Times”  said  P.  J. 
Wood,  secretary  of  the  Independent  Thea- 
tre Owners  of  Ohio,  in  his  most  recent  bul- 
letin. 

“As  we  have  been  informed  that  there  is  to 
be  no  checking  of  percentage  pictures  as  be- 
tween the  Big  Eight,”  Wood  continued, 
“therefore  all  of  the  checking  expense  is 
chargeable  against  the  rentals  obtained  from 
independent  theatre  owners  and  the  largely 
independently-owned  circuits.  Thus  the  in- 
crease will  have  to  be  recovered  through  the 
medium  of  more  percentage  pictures  played 
on  more  preferred  days  and  the  latter  will  be 
brought  about,  we  are  informed,  through  the 
enactment  of  federal  legislation,  to  be  spon- 
sored by  the  distributors,  which  will  trans- 
form all  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  into  Sun- 
days.” 

Wood  characterized  the  new  checking  set- 
up as  a “bold  attempt”  by  the  five  stockhold- 
ing companies  of  the  new  corporation  to  ob- 
tain and  exchange  confidential  information 
regarding  the  gross  earnings  of  their  custo- 
mers “which  will  further  strengthen  their 
monopolistic  hold  upon  them.” 


Ohio  Dimes  Total  Up 

COLUMBUS  — Theatre  collections  in  the 
1945  March  of  Dimes  will  exceed  $310,000  as 
against  $231,000  in  1944,  reported  P.  J.  Wood, 
secretary  of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
of  Ohio  and  state  theatre  chairman  for  the 
drive. 
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Cleveland  Owners  Quote  Figures 
To  Disprove  Price-Hike  Claim 


CLEVELAND  — Cleveland  theatre  owners 
are  emphatic  in  then-  denial  of  Price  Ad- 
ministrator Chester  Bowles’  recent  statement 
that  theatre  admission  prices  have  gone  up 
38V2  per  cent  since  1941.  At  no  time  have 
the  theatre  admissions  in  the  Greater  Cleve- 
land area  gone  up  enough  to  compensate  for 
the  boost  in  federal  taxes  and  the  increased 
cost  in  operations,  they  claim. 

“Our  admissions  have  never  been  boosted 
more  than  five  per  cent  since  1941,”  the 
head  of  one  of  the  largest  independent  cir- 
cuits reports.  “In  fact,  even  with  this  five 
per  cent  boost,  our  actual  net  on  each  ad- 
mission, in  many  instances,  is  one  cent 
lower  than  it  was  prior  to  1941.  And  this  does 
not  take  into  consideration  the  higher  cost  of 
operation.” 

The  average  neighborhood  net  admission 
price  in  Greater  Cleveland  prior  to  1941  was 
30  cents.  To  this  was  added  the  original  three 
per  cent  federal  tax,  making  a gross  admis- 
sion charge  of  33  cents.  Today,  it  was  point- 
ed out,  the  average  gross  charge  is  35  cents. 
Of  this  amount,  six  cents  goes  to  the  new  fed- 
eral tax,  leaving  29  cents  net  on  each  admis- 
sion. So,  instead  of  getting  more  money  to- 
day to  help  defray  the  added  cost  of  opera- 
tion, many  Cleveland  subsequent  run  theatres 
are  actually  taking  a cut  of  one  cent  on  each 
admission. 

This  same  situation  prevails  with  the  down- 
town first  run  houses  playing  a straight  pic- 
ture policy.  The  RKO  Palace,  playing  a 
combination  stage-screen  show  hiked  prices 
from  75  cents  top  to  95  cents  top,  but  this 
does  not  cover  the  added  cost  of  operation. 

So  where,  the  exhibitors  of  this  area  ask, 
does  Price  Administrator  Bowles  get  the  idea 
that  theatre  owners  have  upped  their  admis- 
sions more  than  38  per  cent? 

And,  just  in  the  event  that  Bowles  makes 
an  issue  of  it,  and  freezes  admission  prices, 
what  about  freezing  film  prices  also,  they 
ask? 

If,  they  say,  increasingly  higher  prices  for 
film  are  demanded  by  the  producer,  how  are 
exhibitors  to  stay  in  business  if  they  are  re- 
strained from  passing  on  this  increased  cost 
to  the  patrons? 

The  subsequent  run  theatre  owners  further- 
more point  out  that  their  business  is  lower 
than  it  was  last  year  at  this  time  and  they 
are  not  anticipating  any  upward  swing,  es- 
pecially as  Cleveland  is  soon  to  go  back  on 
Eastern  Standard  Time  with  longer  hours  of 
evening  daylight. 

Dick  Allen  Is  Prisoner 
In  a German  Camp 

PITTSBURGH— Pvt.  R.  “Dick”  Allen,  re- 
ported missing  in  action  in  Germany  No- 
vember 24,  is  a prisoner  of  war  at  a German 
camp.  Son-in-law  of  Art  Morrone  and  clerk 
in  Morrone’s  Superior  Motion  Picture  Supply 
Co.  before  going  into  uniform,  two  communi- 
cations from  him  were  received  last  week 
by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Bertha  Morrone  Allen. 
The  happy  news  of  Dick’s  safety  was  a great 
relief  to  all  of  Filmrow  and  was  announced 
at  the  WAC  meeting  at  the  Paramount  ex- 
change. Mrs.  Allen  stated  that  a prisoner- 
of-war  card  and  letter  dated  December  2E 
and  January  2 were  received  from  the  in- 
fantryman and  that  she  had  made  immediate 
arrangements  with  the  Red  Cross  to  forward 
a prisoner-of-war  package  to  him. 

Mrs.  Allen  and  Dick’s  sister,  Mrs.  Ida  Trevor 
(whose  husband,  Richard  C.,  is  a seaman  at 
sea)  are  employed  here  at  National  Screen 
Service  Co. 


CINCINNATI 

Tames  H.  Haynes,  district  engineer  of  Allied 
^ Service  and  Engineering  Co.,  was  almost 
marooned  by  the  recent  flood.  Haynes  was  on 
Filmrow  with  Mrs.  Haynes  and  his  young  son 
Clifford  when  he  was  called  home  to  Ashland, 
Ky.,  as  high  water  threatened  . . . Flooded 
houses  have  been  gradually  getting  into  shape 
and  the  majority  were  open  at  this  writing. 

Visitors  included  Bill  Settos,  Springfield; 
H.  J.  Knight,  Miss  Jean  Ferguson,  George 
Pekras,  S.  Moorman  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou 
Martin  . . . Bob  Lichtenstein,  Warner  booker, 
is  back  at  his  desk  following  his  honeymoon. 
Bob,  formerly  with  the  New  York  office,  was 
married  there  recently. 

The  entertainment  at  Warners’  “hard 
times”  party  staged  on  income  tax  day  was 
excellent.  Rita  Goetz  and  Muriel  Dietz  pro- 
vided the  comedy;  Bob  Burns  and  Bill  Kerr 
sang  songs  and  a quartet  composed  of  Yvonne 
Hahn,  Kathleen  Held,  Eileen  Fein  and  Doro- 
thy Maxfield  added  the  harmony  touch.  The 
“hard  time”  costumes  included  a barrel. 
Bettey  Speiser  was  in  charge  of  arrangements. 
Don  Galvin,  salesman,  was  crowned  with  the 
Warner  Golden  Crown. 

Ann  Keck  of  WB  was  a maid  of  honor  at 
the  wedding  in  Chicago  of  her  brother,  Sgt. 
Louis  Keck,  following  30  months  service  in 
North  Africa  and  Cairo  . . . William  Bacon, 
general  manager  for  the  Louis  Wiethe  chain, 
and  Rudy  Deriso,  manager  for  the  Kentucky, 
Latonia,  supervised  Red  Cross  drive  activi- 
ties in  the  northern  Kentucky  houses. 

Rudy  Knoepfle,  Republic,  ill  at  the  Jewish 
Hospital  with  a heart  ailment,  was  cheered 
by  the  arrival  of  three  sons;  Father  Rudy 
Knoepfle  jr„  West  Baden;  Sgt.  William 
Knoepfle,  instructor  in  the  air  corps,  and  Neil 
Knoepfle,  Washington.  John,  an  ensign  in 
the  South  Pacific,  could  not  be  reached. 

George  Kirby,  Republic  manager,  was  in 
Hollywood  inspecting  studio  methods  and 
activities  . . . Phil  Chakeres,  head  of  the 
Chakeres  circuit,  Springfield,  left  for  Florida. 

Harris  Dudelson,  UA  manager,  left  for  New 
York  to  visit  the  home  office  . . . Douglas 
Peck,  Universal  office  manager,  has  resigned 
. . . J.  J.  Grady  is  back  at  his  desk,  follow- 
ing a week  at  Buffalo  . . . Jessie  Stumph,  ad 
sales  manager  of  20th-Fox,  was  surprised  by 
a visit  from  her  husband,  home  from  service 
in  Brazil. 

Jack  Goldman  of  the  Goldman  chain  has 
eight  people  of  his  immediate  family,  includ- 
ing his  son  and  son-in-law,  in  the  armed 
forces.  Goldman’s  recent  house  warming,  at- 
tended by  all  exchange  managers  of  Film- 
row,  and  many  film  friends,  is  still  being 
talked  over  as  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
occasions  of  the  film  social  year. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Stumpf,  mother-in-law  of 
20th-Fox’s  ad  sales  manager,  Jessie  Stumpf, 
died  recently  . . . Metro’s  booker,  Bob  Mor- 
rell, spent  a week  in  Lexington,  distribut- 
ing prints  to  marooned  theatres.  Twentieth- 
Fox’s  Eddie  Salzberg  also  served  films  from 
Lexington  to  outlying  Kentucky  towns. 


On  Roster  of  "Here  Comes  Trouble" 

Carlyle  Blackwell  jr.,  Patsy  Moran,  I.  Stan- 
ford Jolley  and  Barbara  Pepper  will  join  the 
roster  of  Monogram’s  “Here  Comes  Trouble.” 


Exhibitors  Battling 
Michigan  Tax  Bill 

DETROIT — Michigan  exhibitors  are  aroused 
to  fight  an  excise  tax  bill  in  the  state  legis- 
lature which  is  aimed,  they  believe,  directly 
at  them.  It  is  written  in  general  terms,  al- 
lowing a measure  of  “home  rule”  to  towns 
and  cities,  whereby  each  could  tax  any  indi- 
vidual type  of  business  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  revenue. 

However,  exhibitors  here  believe  they  have 
good  ground  to  believe  that  the  bill  is  de- 
signed chiefly  for  one  purpose,  to  allow  local 
taxation  of  motion  picture  theatres,  without 
being  specifically  aimed  at  one  industry,  and 
thereby  encountering  more  open  opposition. 

They  point  out  that  amusement  enterprises 
universally  are  the  first  to  be  taxed.  Prin- 
cipal objectives  of  the  tax  are  stated  to  be 
to  allow  adequate  financing  of  postwar  con- 
struction or  other  plans  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated unemployment  situation. 

Checker  Firm  Opens 
Office  in  Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH  — Confidential  Reports, 
Inc.,  new  national  theatre  checking  service, 
has  established  a local  branch  office  in  the 
Clark  Bldg,  and  preparations  have  been  com- 
pleted for  opening  of  business  April  2. 

Paul  Buechler  of  New  York  has  been  named 
Pittsburgh  manager  of  the  new  service  which 
will  check  percentage  picture  engagements 
for  Paramount,  RKO,  United  Artists,  Co- 
lumbia and  Universal. 

More  than  30  checkers  and  office  employes 
have  been  appointed  here  and  this  staff  is  ex- 
pected to  be  augmented  at  an  early  date. 

Confidential  Reports  is  opening  branches 
in  all  exchange  centers  and  there  will  be  five 
district  offices. 

John  J.  O'Connor  of  Universal  is  president; 
Jack  Levin,  formerly  of  the  copyright  protec- 
tion bureau  for  many  years,  is  vice-president 
and  general  manager,  and  Harold  L.  Groves, 
also  formerly  of  the  copyright  protection  bu- 
reau as  a field  representative  for  16  years,  is 
field  director  for  the  new  checking  service 
company. 

Albert  Miller,  Another  171 
Pittsburgh  Veteran,  Dies 

PITTSBURGH— IATSE  Local  171  lost  an- 
other veteran  member  March  3 in  the  death 
of  Albert  Miller  of  Bellevue,  projectionist 
at  Warner’s  Schenley,  Oakland  district. 
Miller,  whose  son  Charles  is  in  the  navy,  en- 
tered moving  picture  machine  operating  under 
the  direction  of  Arthur  F.  Morrone  in  1911 
at  the  old  Casino,  north  side.  Miller  is  the 
fourth  member  of  171  to  succumb  to  heart 
disease  within  a few  weeks.  A month  ago 
three  city  projectionists  died  within  a week: 
Arthur  P.  Gilliland,  Clayton  A.  Dietrich  and 
Karl  B.  Hennig. 

Brenkerts  Increase  Lead 
In  Nightingale  Play 

DETROIT — The  Brenkert  Projectors  squad 
has  increased  its  lead  in  the  Nightingale 
Bowling  League  to  two  games: 


Team—  Won  Lost 

Brenkert  Projectors  40  26 

Loienzen  Flower  Shop 38  28 

McArthur  Theatre  Equipment 36  30 

National  Carbon  Co 33  33 

National  Theatre  Supply 32  34 

Altec  Sound  Service 31  35 

McArthur's  Motiograph  29  37 

Ernie  Forbes  Theatre  Supply 25  41 


High  rollers:  Calvin  Day,  214;  John  Goos- 
sen,  210;  Matt  Haskins,  206;  Percy  Huebner, 
206;  Jack  Hall,  204,  and  Roy  Light,  201. 
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MEETS  BOSTON  BOYS— Michael  O’Shea,  featured  in  RKO-International’s 
“It’s  a Pleasure,”  stopped  in  at  the  University  Theatre,  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  is 
shown  here  with  Stanley  Sumner  of  the  University  Theatre;  Arthur  Howard  of 
Affiliated  circuit;  Mel  Ames,  and  Ross  Cropper,  RKO  manager  in  Boston. 


Hub  Nobbing  in  Manhattan 


By  FLOYD  L.  BELL 


New  War  Loan  Leader 
A Veieran  Publicist 

BOSTON— Harry  Browning,  recently  ap- 
pointed executive  assistant  to  Samuel  Pin- 
anski,  national  chairman  of  the  industry’s 
Seventh  War  Loan,  has  had  many  years’  ex- 
perience as  an  exhibitor  and  publicist. 

Browning  is  advertising  and  publicity  di- 
rector for  Mullin  and  Finanski  Theatres  Corp. 

As  regional  advertising  and  publicity  chair- 
man for  the  New  England  war  activities, 
Browning  has  handled  the  war  loan,  Red 
Cross,  March  of  Dimes  and  other  drives. 

Browning  once  owned  and  operated  several 
Connecticut  theatres;  he  later  managed 
various  theatres,  and  he  opened  and  man- 
aged the  Memorial  Theatre  here,  later  be- 
coming publicity  director  of  the  Metropolitan. 
He  joined  the  M&P  circuit  when  it  was 
formed  12  years  ago.  He  is  a past  commander 
of  the  Macauley  Post,  American  Legion,  and 
national  director  of  the  Tub  Thumpers  of 
America. 

"A  Tree"  Grows  Tall 
At  New  Haven  Poll 

NEW  HAVEN — “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn” 
did  the  leading  downtown  business  at  the 
Loew’s  Poli,  and  went  over  to  the  College  for 
a repeat  week.  Next  in  line  was  “Roughly 
Speaking,”  dualed  with  “What  a Blonde”  at 
the  Roger  Sherman.  At  the  Bijou  “Fighting 
Lady”  stayed  on  a second  week,  with  a new 
cofeature,  “The  Big  Show-Off.” 


(Average  is  100) 

Bijou — Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox);  Thoroughbreds 

(Rep)  115 

College — Hangover  Square  (20th-Fox);  Blonde 

Fever  (M-G-M),  2nd  d.  t.  wt 90 

Loew's  Poli — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn 

(20th-Fox)  125 

Paramount — Earl  Carroll  Vanities  (Rep);  Jade 

Mask  (Mono)  93 

Reger  Sherman — Roughly  Speaking  (WB)  ; What 
a Blonde  (RKO)  110 


“Tree  Grows"  Outdistances  All 
The  Newcomers  at  Boston 

BOSTON — New  pictures  opened  in  most 
of  the  first  runs  last  week.  “A  Tree  Grows 
in  Brooklyn”  at  the  Metropolitan  was  the 
leader.  “Tonight  and  Every  Night”  at  the 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  ran  high  above 
average.  “The  Three  Caballeros”  held  for  the 
fifth  week  at  the  Majestic.  “Sign  of  the 
Cross”  opened  at  the  Fenway  and  Paramount 
and  turned  in  grosses  surprisingly  high  for 
a picture  as  old  as  it  is. 

Detail  for  the  week  ending  March  22: 


BoEton — Her©  Come  the  Co-Eds  (Univ), 

plus  stage  show 1 130 

Exeter — Song  to  Remember  (Col) '.130 

Fenway  and  Paramount — Sign  ol  the  Cross  (Para); 

Grissly's  Millions  (Rep)  J20 

Majestic — The  Three  Caballeros  (RKO),  4th  wk..  120 
Memorial— Thunderhead.  Son  of  Flicka  (20th- 

Fcx);  Hi  Beautiful  (Univ) ; 140 

Metropolitan — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn 

(20th-Fox)  160 

Orpheum  and  State— Tonight  and  Every  Night 
(Col);  I Love  a Mystery  (Col) 140 


“Hotel  Berlin"  Is  a Block-Buster 
At  the  Strand  in  Hartford 

HARTFORD — “Hotel  Berlin”  was  a block- 
buster at  the  Strand  boxoffice  last  week,  with 
Faye  Emerson  Roosevelt  getting  top  plugging. 
Van  Johnson  scored  a hit  at  Loew’s  Poli. 
Second  week  holdovers  did  good  business  at 
the  Palace,  Regal,  S.  M.  Loew’s  and  Allyn. 

Allyn — Practically  Yours  (Para);  Double  Ex- 
posure (Para),  2nd  wk .150 

E.  M.  Loew's — A Song  to  Remember  (Col); 

2nd  wk 160 

Palace — A Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 160 

Poli — Between  Two  Women  (M-G-M);  Main  Street 

After  Dark  (M-G-M)  170 

Regal — Roughly  Speaking  (WB);  Her  Lucky 

Night  (Univ),  2nd  wk 120 

State — There  Goes  Kelly  (Mono),  plus  Jane 
Withers  and  the  Mills  Bros,  on  stage...  110 

Strand— Hotel  Berlin  (WB);  Tahiti  Nights  (Col)....180 


BOSTON — While  sitting  in  Editor  Jerauld’s 
(James  M.  of  BOXOFFICE)  office  in  Radio 
City  we  discovered  that  Jim  presented  a 
“gold”  statue  of  Jesse  James  to  our  one- 
time home  town — we’ve  dozens  of  them — of 
St.  Joe,  Mo.,  as  an  exploitation  stunt  for 
the  picture  and  play  which  told  the  story  of 
the  midwestern  bandit.  Our  wife,  whom  we 
first  met  in  St.  Joe  (the  place  where  Gene 
Field  wrote  of  “Lovers  Lane”),  naturally  was 
much  engrossed  by  the  story  of  Editor  Jerauld. 

Lunch  at  the  Lambs  Club  with  Bob  Edge, 
the  radio  commentator,  and  Sheldon  Fair- 
banks, the  Hub  promoter  of  expositions,  and 
there  met  and  talked  with  Guy  Kibbee  and 
Bobby  Clark.  The  latter  recalled  many  pleas- 
ant days  he  and  his  late  partner,  Paul  Mc- 
Cullough, spent  in  the  back  yard  of  the  Ring- 
ling  circus  when  we  were  press  agents  there. 
Also  talked  with  Gary  Cooper  and  others 
at  the  famous  old  club. 

At  the  Twenty-One  Club 

And  at  Twenty-One  with  Mrs.  Craig 
Barry  . . . and  that’s  all  right,  too,  since  she 
happens  to  be  our  own  daughter  . . . and  her 
mother  who  is  the  still  interesting  wife.  Saw 
Jane  Wyatt  and  Glenda  Farrell  there  and 
Gary  Cooper  again. 

Then  dinner  at  Sardi’s,  a never-failing 
pleasure  if  only  to  talk  briefly  with  Renee 
Carroll.  And  over  guinea  hen  with  port  wine, 
chatted  with  various  acquaintances  and 
friends  and  saw  Arlene  Francis,  Neil  Agnew, 
Harry  Sherman  (greatest  producer  of  west- 
erns), Glenda  Farrell  once  again  and  Celeste 
Holm,  and  then  went  on  to  the  Shubert  to 
see  and  hear  once  more  Miss  Holm  in  her 
present  hit  role  as  Evalina  in  “Bloomer  Girl.” 
We  learned  that  Miss  Holm  is  to  go  to  Holly- 
wood again  to  make  a picture  and  so,  too, 
is  Alfred  Drake,  now  starring  in  “Sing  Out, 
Sweet  Land.”  We  get  a thrill  out  of  the 
success  of  this  latter  musical  since  we  dis- 
agreed with  all  of  our  musical  critic  friends 
in  Boston  and  predicted  success  for  the  play 
when  it  had  its  premiere  here. 

Lunch  at  the  Mayan 

Lunch  with  Sherwin  Kane  at  the  Mayan 
in  Radio  City  and  then  for  a breath  of  air 
walking  about  the  promenade  which  sur- 
rounds that  traditional  (by  now)  skating 
rink.  There  we  saw  pretty  Gretchen  Merrill, 
national  figure  skating  champion  just  re- 
turned from  California  and  who  greeted  us 


with  her  usual  warm  smile  and  exuberant, 
cheery  conversations.  We’ve  watched  her 
grow  from  a tiny  tot  of  seven  or  eight  to 
a beautiful  champion  of  champions. 

Dinner  at  the  Drake  on  Madison  Ave.,  quiet, 
silently  luxurious,  and  breakfast  the  follow- 
ing morning  at  the  old  Murray  Hill  Hotel 
where  once  Grover  Cleveland  maintained  a 
sumptuous  suite.  In  the  massive,  old  dining 
room  we  could  conjure  ghosts  of  the  past  and 
in  our  mind  even  chat  with  them.  Dinner  the 
following  night  at  the  Chatham,  one  of  Van- 
derbilt Ave.’s  most  charming  places,  and 
there  saw  Clay  Morgan,  assistant  to  the 
president  of  National  Broadcasting  Corp.; 
Arnold  Van  Leer,  eastern  publicist  for  Para- 
mount, and  lovely  Jane  Pickens  and  her 
none-the-less  lovely  mother. 

Over  to  the  Wedgeroom  room  the  next  day 
to  call  on  Victor  Borge  and  listen  to  his  treble 
talk,  and  then  to  have  a delightful  chat  with 
Annamary  Dickey  of  whom  we  predicted  great 
things  many  months  ago  and  who  has  gone 
on  to  justify  that  prediction.  We  talked  with 
both  Victor  and  Annamary  of  their  friends 
at  the  Boston  Statler,  where  both  appeared 
as  stars. 

A visit,  interesting  as  always,  with  Bill 
Conway,  the  veteran  advance  man  of  Ring- 
ling  Bros,  who  has  been  with  the  Big  Show 
for  half  a century  or  so. 

Stopped  at  the  National  Republican  Club 
on  Fortieth  St.  to  pick  up  some  mail  and  tc 
have  a few  moments  talk  with  “Bill”  Pfeif- 
fer, who  is  now  executive  assistant  to  Herbert 
Brownell  and  is  one  of  the  men  who  really 
seems  to  know  where  he  is  going  and  why. 
Almost  next  door  is  the  old  New  York  Club, 
now  renamed  the  Wendell  Willkie  Bldg. 

Jack  Goldstein  was  dapper  as  ever,  and 
enthusiastic  over  Selznick  productions.  Uriel 
Davis,  head  of  the  New  York  Publicity  Club, 
was  busy  on  a directory  of  public  relations 
men  and  women. 

It  will  interest  many  of  the  amusement 
folks  who  stop  at  East  Side  hotels  to  learn 
that  Frank  Regan,  for  some  years  manager 
of  the  Chatham,  has  become  manager  of  the 
Biltmore.  In  turn  George  Lindholm,  former 
manager  of  the  Biltmore,  goes  to  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  and  Dwight  Bartlett,  resident  mana- 
ger of  the  Chatham,  is  promoted  to  manag- 
ing director  there. 


Sign  Henry  Travers  to  “The  Bells" 

RKO  has  signed  Henry  Travers  for  “The 
Bells  of  St.  Mary’s,”  Rainbow  production. 
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JGTanager  Sam  Scheckter  scored  good  pub- 
licity  for  the  Colonial  when  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  Bush  of  Hartford  spotted  her  brother  in 
a newsreel  shot  of  the  invasion  of  the  Philip- 
pines. He  is  serving  as  secretary  to  General 
MacArthur.  Scheckter  presented  Mrs.  Bush 
with  an  enlargement  of  the  film  cut. 

Manager  Lou  Cohen  has  booked  the  front 
window  of  Kresge’s  on  Main  St.  for  one 
month  for  Loew’s  Poli  publicity  setups. 

Grace  Hardy,  assistant  manager  at  the  Pal- 
ace, has  resigned  to  move  to  California  with 
her  family  . . . Martha  Gilwich,  cashier,  has 
been  upped  to  assistant  . . . Judy  O’Toole, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Estelle  O’Toole,  Warner 
executive  secretary,  will  celebrate  her  fourth 
birthday  at  a party  March  26.  Her  mom  will 
make  the  cake  . . . Lou  Brown,  Loew’s  pub- 
licity director,  was  a visitor  . . . Marilyn 
Landers,  daughter  of  the  E.  M.  Loew  city 
manager,  will  have  a leading  role  in  the 
Julius  Hart  School  of  Music’s  operatic  pro- 
duction in  May. 

Henry  Needles,  Warner  district  manager, 
celebrated  his  28th  wedding  anniversary  with 
Mrs.  Needles  at  a family  party  receiving  the 
best  wishes  of  friends  in  the  trade  . . . Hart- 
ford’s own  Sophie  Tucker  is  publishing  her 
autobiography,  called  “Some  of  These  Days,” 
which  took  six  years  to  write.  Proceeds  will  go 
to  charities,  including  the  Home  for  the 
Aged,  which  her  mother  founded  in  Hartford 
. . . Henry  Needles,  has  been  named  state  co- 
chairman  for  the  Seventh  War  Loan  drive 
with  Herman  Levy. 

For  the  Red  Cross  drive,  Manager  Fred 
Greenway,  Palace,  set  up  a Wheel  of  Fortune 
in  the  lobby.  Patrons  placed  dimes  on  num- 
bers, spun  the  wheel,  and  if  the  number 
tinned  up,  they  won  a package  of  cigarets! 
Greenway  averaged  about  $1.30  on  each  pack- 
age and  all  proceeds  go  to  the  Red  Cross. 

Max  Birbaum  of  Warners,  Silverman  of 
Columbia  and  George  Walsh  of  Paramount 
were  in  town  on  selling  rounds  . . . Martin 
Kelleher,  Princess  manager,  and  Charles  Re- 
pass, Crown,  tripped  up  to  Albany  to  visit 
relatives  and  theatre  friends  . . . Lenox  Thea- 
tre patrons  are  commenting  on  the  effective 
way  Manager  Henry  Witke  has  established 
order  among  the  juveniles  who  make  up  the 
largest  percentage  of  the  audience  here.  “If 
they’re  too  big  for  me  to  handle  alone,  I get 
help,”  Witke  explains,  “but  in  any  event,  the 
trouble  makers  are  escorted  to  the  nearest 
exit.” 

Art  Waterbury,  Regal,  left  for  army  induc- 
tion at  Camp  Wheeler,  W.  Va.,  and  Fantino 
Vasques  was  added  to  the  staff  . . . Colonial 
Cashier  Betty  Miller  is  taking  horseback  rid- 
ing lessons  . . . Happy  birthday  to  Colonial 
Manager  Scheckter  . . . Plans  are  under  way 
for  the  repainting  of  the  Strand  marquee 
. . . The  Astor’s  ladies  room  is  being  redeco- 
rated. 

Hartford  high  school  students  are  aiding 
the  Strand  staff  in  collections  for  the  Red 
Cross  . . . The  daughter  of  Joseph  Quittner, 
co-owner  of  the  Q&P  circuit  of  Connecticut, 
is  recuperating  from  an  illness  . . . Man- 
ager Tom  Grace,  Eastwood,  is  still  apartment 
hunting  for  his  family  in  East  Hartford. 

Ruth  Gordon,  author  of  “Over  Twenty- 
One,”  brings  her  troupe  to  the  Bushnell  Me- 
morial for  three  performances  on  April  6-7 
and  Nino  Martino  of  Met  fame  has  been 
booked  in  for  April  11  for  the  lead  in  “Madame 
Butterfly.” 

Manager  Jim  McCarthy,  Strand,  set  special 
“boxes”  in  the  Hartford  Times  this  week  in 
advance  of  “Hotel  Berlin”  to  read  as  follows: 


“Bulletin!  Russians  30  miles  to  Berlin — Allies 
305  miles  to  Berlin — Warners’  Strand  two 
days  to  Hotel  Berlin.”  Other  advance  ads  were 
written  in  German  print  with  English  trans- 
lations and  also  served  as  attention-getters 
for  this  film  . . . Happy  birthday  to  Mrs.  Nor- 
man Rolfe,  Webb  Playhouse  manager, 
Wethersfield  . . . Gordon  Pollard  is  new  on 
the  Eastwood  staff. 

Actress  Jane  Withers,  State  headliner  last 
weekend,  stayed  at  the  Heublein  Hotel  and 
the  management  planted  a two-column  pub- 
licity spread  in  the  Hartford  Times  to  wel- 
come her  to  Hartford,  announce  her  stay  at 
the  hotel,  and  her  engagement  at  the  State 
. . . Louis  Neistat,  formerly  with  Hartford 
Players,  arrived  in  town  to  visit  his  family. 
He’s  in  the  air  corps  and  serving  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  “Winged  Victory”  cast. 

Cashing  in  on  the  comeback  of  James 
Dunn,  Manager  Mack  Herbert,  Dow’s  Thea- 
Ire,  booked  in  a reissue  of  the  star  in 
"Shadows  Over  Shanghai,”  with  appropriate 
tieins. 

Guy  Hedlund,  formerly  director  of  the 
Hedlund  Players,  theatrical  group  which  gave 
Michael  O’Shea  his  start,  is  now  directing  lit- 
tle theatre  groups  in  Hollywood  . . . East- 
wood’s cashier,  Mary  Grillo,  has  resigned  and 
Helen  Dyber,  former  candy  girl,  has  been 
upped  to  the  boxoffice  . . . Lieut.  Arthur 
Campbell,  son  of  Central  manager,  Hugh 
Campbell,  is  with  the  navy  in  the  South 
Pacific. 

Mrs.  Estelle  O’Toole  this  week  observed  her 
sixth  anniversary  as  executive  secretary  of 
Warners’  district  office  and  has  been  receiv- 
ing the  best  wishes  from  friends  in  this  area 

Stanley  Sutherland,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Regal,  reports  “It  feels  good  to  be  settled 
in  this  end  of  show  business”  after  serving 
with  the  coast  guard  for  nine  months.  Before 
that,  Sutherland  was  a featured  player  with 


AROUND  “THE  TREE ’—Newspaper 
men  from  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts 
were  the  guests  of  Harry  F.  Shaw,  divi- 
sion manager  of  the  Loew  Poli  New  Eng- 
land Theatres,  in  New  Haven  when  Betty 
Smith,  author  of  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brook- 
lyn” and  James  Dunn,  star  of  the  picture, 
appeared  at  a press  conference  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  picture.  Left  to  right: 
Shaw,  Dunn,  Betty  Smith  and  Lou  Brown, 
divisional  publicity  and  advertising  di- 
rector. Note  “The  Tree”  in  the  back- 
ground on  which  are  hung  small  photos 
of  the  stars. 


the  “Connecticut  Yankee”  shows  on  Broad- 
way and  with  various  other  shows.  Hart- 
ford is  his  home  town. 

Sgt.  Bob  Brannick,  former  manager  of  the 
Rialto,  now  wears  his  third  stripe  in  the  army 
in  Germany  . . . Robert  Knepton,  Warner 
contact  manager,  is  vacationing  in  Augusta, 
Ga.  . . . Michael  Daly,  Daly  circuit  owner, 
has  purchased  the  Daly  Theatre  Bldg,  here 
for  $125,000.  He  is  now  in  the  market  for  a 
new  theatre  marquee. 

Margaret  Morgan,  ex-Lenox,  is  a WAVE  in 
the  teletype  department,  Washington  . . . 
Manager  Lou  Cohen,  Poli,  landed  “boxes”  in 
the  Hartford  Times  on  an  announcement 
the  Poli  was  presenting  newsreels  of  the  Iwo 
Jima  invasion  with  “A  Tree  Grows  in  Brook- 
lyn” . . . A1  Lessow,  Strand,  Waterbury,  was 
in  on  his  day  off  . . . Helen  Ellis,  Palace 
cashier,  sprained  her  arm  in  a fall  at  her 
home. 

Anne  Breault,  Allyn  head  bookkeeper  six 
years,  resigned  to  enter  the  employment  of 
the  Connecticut  General  Insurance  Co.  . . 

A program  of  Russian  films  was  offered  at 
the  Avery  Sunday  at  60  cents  top  . . . Judge- 
ments totaling  $504,000  to  the  estate  of  people 
killed  in  the  Ringling  circus  fire  here  last 
July  6 were  ordered  by  Judge  Ernest  A.  Inglis 
last  week. 


N.  HAMPSHIRE 

A s forecast  from  a recent  adverse  committee 
**  report,  the  house  of  representatives  killed 
the  bill  to  legalize  dog  racing  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, on  a vote  of  198  to  151.  Rep.  Paul  A. 
Bretschneider  of  Exeter  pleaded  in  vain  that 
the  greyhounds  would  add  $1,500,000  annually 
to  the  state’s  coffers. 

A proposed  city  ordinance  permitting  Sun- 
day shows  and  sports  was  approved  on  a 
referendum  at  the  annual  city  election  in 
Laconia,  1,267  to  260  ..  . Eliot  A.  Carter 
Nashua  manufacturer,  was  appointed  new 
chairman  of  the  New  Hampshire  war  finance 
committee. 

Alfred  L.  Hebert,  69,  widely  known  musi- 
cian, who  had  been  leader  of  the  old  city  band 
and  had  also  played  with  John  Philip  Sousa’s 
band  and  Ringling  Bros,  circus  band,  died 
in  Manchester. 

Manchester  theatres  had  an  extra  spurt  of 
business  when  thousands  of  local  and  out-of- 
tcwn  shoppers  took  advantage  of  spring-like 
weather  to  throng  the  downtown  section  for 
the  annual  style  preview  sponsored  by  the 
retail  merchants’  bureau  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

The  state  OPA  office  announced  receipt  of 
a complaint  against  the  stagehands’  union  in 
Concord  regarding  charges  for  services  of  a 
lighting  technician  at  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium there. 

The  annual  town  meeting  in  Raymond  was 
voted  to  add  $150  to  a like  sum  raised  by 
school  children  for  purchase  of  a motion  pic- 
ture projector  . . . Arthur  P.  Stewart,  man- 
ager of  the  Franklin  in  Durham,  was  elected 
town  clerk  . . . Jerry  L.  Thayer,  theatre  man- 
ager, cooperated  with  the  Raymond  High 
School  freshman  class  in  sponsoring  a show- 
ing of  the  film,  “Arsenic  and  Old  Lace,”  for 
the  class  fund. 

Mrs.  Florence  Emerson,  daughter  of  Ansel 
Sanborn,  Carroll  County  circuit  owner,  was 
elected  director  of  physical  education  for  girls 
at  Spaulding  high  in  Rochester.  Her  husband, 
Kenneth  Emerson,  is  in  the  navy. 

Melvin  Morrison,  manager  of  the  Strand 
in  Dover,  was  named  chairman  of  the  newly- 
formed  Strafford  County  chapter  of  the  Na- 
tional Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis. 
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Needles  and  Levy 
To  Lead  Bond  Push 

NEW  HAVEN — Herman  M.  Levy,  Connecti- 
cut MPTO  executive  secretary,  and  Henry 
Needles,  Warner  Theatres  district  manager 
at  Hartford,  were  appointed  theatre  state  co- 
chairmen  of  the  Seventh  War  Loan.  The 
telegram  appointments  came  from  the  na- 
tional WAC.  The  campaign  has  been  sched- 
uled for  May  14  through  June  30.  Commit- 
tees will  soon  go  into  action. 


SPRINGFjELD 

James  F.  Mahoney,  for  17  years  district  man- 
ager for  Interstate’s  western  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  theatres,  has  been 
upped  to  general  manager,  effective  April  1, 
succeeding  M.  Edgar  Pain,  who  resigns  to  be- 
come president  of  the  Tower  Iron  Works  in 
Providence  . . . Seaman  John  Pische,  former- 
ly of  the  Art,  is  in  the  navy  in  the  South  Pa- 
cific . . . Pvt.  Richard  Bannon,  formerly  of 
the  Paramount,  is  in  Germany  with  the 
engineers. 

Nate  Yamins,  Massachusetts  exhibitor,  left 
for  a three-week  vacation  with  his  family  in 
Palm  Beach  . . . Happy  birthday  to  J.  W. 
“Bill”  Kozak,  assistant  manager  at  the  Capitol 
. . . Charlie  Patch  of  the  Art  was  in  New 
Haven  where  he  met  Springfieldite  George 
Freeman,  Poli  manager. 

Springfield  theatres  resumed  their  early 
bird  openings  at  9:30  a.  m.  for  war  workers. 
The  programs  had  been  discontinued  two 
months  ago  to  save  fuel.  Mayor  Anderson 
thanked  theatre  managers  for  “their  fine  co- 
operation.” 

Wendell  Moore,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Art,  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  shopping  for  a baby 
carriage  . . . George  Freeman,  Springfield 
theatre  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  drive,  re- 
ported good  progress  in  all  collections  . . . 
Cpl.  Fred  Cabana,  formerly  of  Loew’s  Poli, 
V-mails  theatre  pals  from  India  . . . Cpl.  Leo 
Savoie,  cousin  of  Gerry  Savoie,  formerly  man- 
ager of  the  Arcade,  is  now  stationed  some- 
where in  France  with  a general  hospital. 
Gerry  is  now  managing  the  Paramount  at 
Brattleboro,  Vt. 


BRIDGEPORT 

TLJurray  Howard  is  conducting  a weekly  “tal- 

^ent  search”  contest  on  the  Palace  stage 
in  Norwalk  . . . Loew’s  Poli  gave  away  two 
$50  war  bonds  and  a dozen  sets  of  guest  tickets 
for  an  essay  contest  in  connection  with  “I’ll 
Be  Seeing  You.”  The  subject  was,  “What 
do  you  plan  to  do  to  make  the  family  re- 
union a happy  one  for  the  returning  service 
man  or  woman?” 

The  Fisk  Jubilee  singers,  the  Rochester 
Philharmonic  orchestra  and  the  Ballet  Russe 
de  Monte  Carlo  have  been  booked  into  the 
Klein  Memorial  for  one  night  appearances 
. . . Mrs.  Anne  Camay,  Globe  cashier,  has 
been  ill  with  the  flu  . . . Ramona  Goodman, 
junior  assistant  at  Loew’s  Poli,  was  a visitor 
in  Greenwich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saunders,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
F.  Stitt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Leonard,  Robert 
Sperry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Miller,  Robert  Car- 
ney and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  H.  Russell  formed 
the  Bridgeport  delegation  at  the  cocktail 
party  and  dinner  for  Betty  Smith  and  James 
Dunn  in  New  Haven  . . . Peter  Renfonti,  for- 
mer usher  at  the  Globe,  is  now  a member  of 
the  crew  aboard  a cruiser. 


N.  ENGLAND  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


Fred  S.  Bedard  sr.,  rep- 
resented a wholesale 
carriage  and  harness 
concern,  his  sales  ter- 
ritory comprising  New 
England.  Much  as  he 
liked  the  scenery  of 
his  native  Vermont 
and  the  adjoining 
states  in  the  maple 
sugar  belt,  Bedard  de- 
cided to  settle  down. 
In  1914,  he  built  his 
first  theatre  in  St. 
Albans  and  has  stayed  in  the  industry  ever 
since.  His  theatre  activity  at  present  is  a 
part  interest  in  the  firm  of  Carlisle  & 
Bedard  and  his  theatre  is  the  Bellevue.  His 
son,  Fred  S.  jr.,  an  attorney,  does  most  of 
the  booking  and  buying. 


Building  a circuit  of 
theatres  with  his  fath- 
er and  three  brothers 
quite  a few  years  ago, 
Spyros  D.  Latchis  to- 
day operates  nine 
houses  throughout  New 
England.  Besides  his 
theatrical  enterprises, 
he  operates  several  ho- 
tels in  Brattleboro  and 
Newport,  N.  H.  Mak- 
ing his  home  in  Brat- 
tleboro, he  has  three 
sons  and  one  daughter.  They  are  Ge&rge, 
Kenneth  and  Demetrious,  his  grandfather’s 
namesake,  and  Thelma.  He  tirelessly  helps 
spur  on  the  bond  sales  drives.  Latchis  is  a 
member  of  the  Lion’s  Club  and  gardens  in 
his  spare  time. 


Upon  his  graduation 
from  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity Louis  M.  Gor- 
don was  employed  by 
the  Olympia  Theatres 
circuit  of  Boston  as  a 
short  subject  booker  in 
the  daytime  and  as- 
sistant manager  of  va- 
rious theatres  in  the 
evenings.  He  is  now  a 
co-owner  of  the  Lock- 
wood-Gordon  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  controlling 
19  theatres.  Gordon  is  affiliated  with  Associ- 
ated Jewish  Philanthropies,  Variety  and  Zeta 
Beta  Tau.  He  is  married  and  answers  to  the 
nickname  of  “Lew”  to  his  friends.  Gardening 
and  fishing  are  his  main  hobbies  when  he  is 
away  from  his  theatre  activities. 


William  Deitch,  of  West 
Warwick,  R.  I.,  entered 
show  business  in  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.,  a few 
years  after  his  release 
from  service  at  the 
close  of  the  first  world 
war.  He  now  operates 
the  Palace,  Thornton, 
and  Gem  theatres.  He 
is  a member  of  WAC, 
president  of  Havasho- 
lem  Temple  and  past 
president  of  B’nai 
B’rith.  He  also  is  an  Elk  and  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows.  Deitch  is  interested  in  the  “sport 
of  kings”  and  is  an  owner  of  race  horses.  He 
has  a daughter  and  two  sons,  both  of  whom 
are  serving  in  the  army.  His  daughter  is 
married. 


A position  with  the 
Olympia  Theatres  cir- 
cuit, Boston,  in  the 
early  quarter  of  the 
century  was  Arthur  H. 
Lockwood’s  start  in  the 
industry.  Continuing 
with  this  firm  until 
1924,  he  formed  his  own 
circuit  i n 1925.  The 
Lockwood  and  Gordon 
Enterprises,  260  Tre- 
mont  St.,  Boston,  con- 
trol 19  theatres.  Direc- 
tor and  a member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  MPTOA,  he  also  holds  membership 
in  the  Variety  Club,  and  is  a Sigma  Omega 
Psi.  He  has  two  sons  and  a daughter:  Roger, 
Lee  and  Susan.  Lockwood’s  favorite  out-of- 
doors  recreation  is  fishing. 


Arthur  P.  Stewart, 

owner  of  the  Franklin 
Theatre  in  Durham, 
N.  H„  has  been  an  ex- 
hibitor for  20  years. 
He  operated  the  Pre- 
mier Theatre  in  Mere- 
dith as  well  as  the 
Franklin  for  many 
years.  He  is  one  of 
Durham’s  most  public 
spirited  citizens  and 
takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  all  civic  affairs, 
particularly  those  pertaining  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  Hampshire  which  he  attended. 
Stewart  is  the  town  clerk  and  tax  collector. 
During  the  present  war  he  has  participated 
in  all  war  bond  drives  and  has  been  a plane 
spotter  in  his  community. 


Since  1920  Frank  T. 

Carr  of  Hardwick,  Vt., 
has  managed  the  Idle 
Hour  Theatre  in  that 
town.  It  is  a house 
with  a seating  capacity 
of  350.  His  son,  Mer- 
ton, is  also  interested 
in  show  business  and 
for  nine  years  he  oper- 
ated a theatre  in  Ran- 
dolph. In  addition  to 
Merton,  the  Carrs 
have  three  daughters, 

Priscilla,  Norma  and  Minnie  Larrabee.  They 
also  have  a granddaughter,  Margaret.  Carr 
is  a member  of  the  Masons.  His  hobby  is  a 
rather  unusual  one,  horse-trading,  though 
quite  in  the  Yankee  tradition.  He  also  en- 
joys fishing  and  boating. 


A native  New  England- 
er, Israel  J.  Hoffman 
was  born  in  New 
Haven,  graduated  from 
Yale  law  school  and 
practiced  law  for  about 
a year.  Starting  with 
the  Capitol  at  Ansonia 
in  1912  he  built  up  a 
circuit  of  24  theatres 
in  the  principal  cities 
of  Connecticut.  With 
his  brother,  B.  E.  Hoff- 
man, he  operated 
this  circuit,  known  as  Hoffman  Brothers 
Theatrical  Enterprises,  and  subsequently  sold 
out  to  Warner  Brothers  for  whom  Hoffman 
is  now  district  manager  of  the  New  England 
division.  WAC  chairman  for  Connecticut,  he 
belongs  to  MPTOA,  the  Masons  and  Rotary. 
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WORCESTER 


TJIctor  Galli,  22,  of  Worcester,  was  fined  $10 
* in  court  on  a charge  of  creating  a brawl 
in  the  Plymouth.  Manager  Ralph  Eaton  testi- 
fied Galli  took  part  in  a disturbance  at  a 
crowded  Sunday  matinee,  and  attacked  the 
policeman  who  arrested  him,  inflicting  a 
black  eye. 

Bob  Portle,  manager  of  the  Elm  Street, 
used  an  old-fashioned  wagon  containing  a 
swing  band  as  street  ballyhoo  for  “Sweet  and 
Lowdown”  . . . Rudy  Lepincki  and  John 
Gough  joined  the  Elm  Street’s  service  staff 
. . . Milt  Britton,  the  orchestra  leader,  was  in 
town. 

The  Better  Films  Council  has  approved 
“Here  Come  the  Co-Eds”  and  “Lake  Placid 
Serenade”  for  the  family;  “Dangerous  Jour- 
ney,” “The  Doughgirls,”  “Sweet  and  Low- 
down,”  “Tall  in  the  Saddle”  and  “A  Tree 
Grows  in  Brooklyn”  for  mature-family  audi- 
ences, and  “Bluebird,”  “Enter  Arsene  Lupin” 
and  “None  But  the  Lonely  Heart”  for  adults. 

James  Mahoney  of  Putnam,  former  district 
manager  in  that  area  for  Interstate  Thea- 
tres, and  who  lately  has  been  with  the  Put- 
nam Woolen  Corp.,  has  accepted  a position  as 
general  manager  of  the  circuit  in  the  Boston 
offices  . . . Harold  Maloney,  manager  of  the 
Poli,  encountered  a customer  the  other  night 
who  was  seeing  his  first  talking  picture. 

The  Sunday  Telegram  says  Leo  Lajoie,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Capitol,  looks  like  Alan 
Ladd  . . . Don  Prince  had  Worcester  news- 
paper men  down  to  Boston  to  greet  Dick 
Powell  in  connection  with  “Murder,  My 
Sweet.” 

Mary  Elliott  and  Tom  Drake,  who  played  in 
the  same  summer  stock  company  in  Fitch- 
burg in  1942,  were  married  out  Hollywood 
way  recently,  but  not  to  each  other  . . . El- 
mer Daniels,  manager  of  the  Capitol,  thinks 
he  has  the  ideal  booking,  “Going  My  Way,” 
for  Holy  week. 

Gertrude  Tracy,  manager  of  Loew’s  State 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  a recent  visitor  in 
town  . . . The  company  that  will  play  “A  Doll’s 
House”  at  the  Plymouth  May  10  will  include 
Filmites  Lyle  Talbot,  H.  B.  Warner,  Jane 
Darwell  and  Francis  Lederer. 

Olsen  and  Johnson’s  revue,  “Sons  o’  Fun,” 
had  to  be  routed  through  Boston  from  Provi- 
dence, but  Manager  Ralph  Eaton  said  it  made 
the  first  show  at  the  Plymouth  although  a 
little  late  . . . Frank  Lanotte  and  David 
Greece  have  resigned  from  the  Elm  Street. 

Fire  in  the  building  housing  the  Lyric  in 
Fitchburg  caused  damage,  mostly  by  smoke 
and  water,  in  Manager  Moe  Jaffe’s  office 
and  the  women’s  rest  room.  The  blaze  appar- 
ently had  been  smoldering,  and  firemen  said 
the  fire  wall  which  separated  adjoining  store 
cellars  from  the  Lyric  basement  prevented  a 
more  rapid  spread  of  flames.  Total  damage 
was  estimated  at  $5,000. 

Dick  Desautel,  assistant  manager,  resigned 
from  the  Plymouth  . . . Bobby  Sherwood,  the 
band  leader,  was  in  town  . . . Lou  Stern,  part- 
ner in  the  operation  of  the  Modern  in  Marl- 
boro, has  sold  his  interest  and  has  taken 
over  the  Kenmore  in  Boston.  Larry  Lasky  con- 
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tinues  as  the  Modern’s  owner,  with  Jack 
Robinowitz  as  manager. 

Ernest  Sharaf,  manager  of  the  Rialto,  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Millbury  Street 
Merchants  Ass’n  . . . Trial  opened  in  superior 
court  in  the  suit  for  $10,000  damages  brought 
by  Mrs.  Edith  H.  Anderson  of  this  city  against 
the  Poli  New  England  Theatres,  Inc.,  for  a 
fractured  knee  and  sprained  ankle  reportedly 
received  when  she  fell  in  the  aisle  of  the 
Elm  Street. 


BOSTON 


Arthur  Lee  Simpkins,  M-G-M  star,  sang  at 
**  the  Algonquin  Club  dinner.  Among  those 
present  were  Paul  C.  Cabot,  Charles  Cabot, 
Allen  Forbes,  Sinclair  Weeks,  F.  C.  Gray  and 
Joseph  P.  Spang. 

Tom  Simonie,  head  shipper  for  M-G-M, 
and  Mrs.  Simonie  have  a new  son,  Philip 
James  Simonie  . . . Bennie  Gigante  of  M-G-M 
left  the  exchange  for  the  navy  . . . A.  F. 
Staughton  of  Fryeburg,  Me.,  visited  Filmrow. 
He  came  to  see  his  son  who  recently  under- 
went an  operation  at  Chelsea  Naval  Hospital 
in  Framingham. 

Phil  Engel  left  for  Buffalo,  Syracuse  and 
Rochester  to  work  on  the  openings  of  “To- 
morrow the  World.”  That  film  was  screened 
at  the  Esquire  here  recently  for  an  audience 
of  more  than  a thousand,  including  clergy- 
men, educators,  social  workers  and  the  press. 

Boston  members  of  the  Tub  Thumpers  of 
America  were  assigned  to  special  publicity 
duty  for  the  WAC  recruiting  drive,  checking 
posters  and  theatre  lobby  displays  and  han- 
dling newspaper  releases.  Among  the  Tub 
Thumpers  attending  the  recent  dinner  for 
Wac  recruits  at  the  Parker  House  were  Paul 
Levi,  Phil  Engel,  Don  Prince,  “Red”  King, 
Arnold  Van  Leer,  Ed  Kasper  and  Hugh  Mc- 
Clellan. 

Irving  Isaacs,  manager  of  the  Telepix 
Cinema  in  Back  Bay,  reported  the  theft  of 
$600  in  cash  and  $2,000  in  blank  war  bonds 
. . . The  Shawmut  Theatre  safe  in  Roxbury 
was  robbed  of  $200.  The  burglar  overlooked 
$2,000  in  a safe  drawer. 

Sam  Stem,  from  the  New  York  area,  is  now 
selling  Film  Classics  in  this  district  . . . Rob- 
ert Knepton,  contact  manager  with  the  War- 
ner circuit,  has  left  for  a two-week  vacation 
in  Augusta,  Ga.  . . . Theatre  managers  from 
Lawrence  were  here  recently  to  attend  the 
hearing  on  the  proposed  ten  per  cent  amuse- 
ment tax. 

A film  truck  en  route  to  Manchester,  N.  H., 
was  marooned  near  Wilmington,  Mass.,  during 
the  recent  blizzard.  As  a result  the  Palace, 
Crown,  State  and  Strand  in  Manchester  were 
left  without  film  for  their  program  changes 
as  well  as  many  other  theatres  serviced  by  the 
truck. 

Barbara  Pearson  resigned  from  the  Bos- 
tonian magazine  staff  to  take  the  editorship 
of  a new  publication,  Esplanade,  which  will 
cover  Boston  night  life.  The  new  publication, 
a weekly,  begins  next  month. 

A 12xl2-foot  red  cross  was  suspended  on 
the  stage  of  the  State  and  Orpheum  during 
collections,  which  were  made  by  ushers  and 
Red  Cross  nurses.  In  front  of  both  theatres 
was  a large  glass  stand  for  collections.  George 
Kraska  of  the  Loew’s  Theatres  said  the  col- 
lections at  the  State  and  Orpheum  were  un- 
usually large  the  first  day  despite  the  fact 
that  the  public  was  feeling  “a  little  poor”  on 
March  15,  after  visiting  the  office  of  internal 
revenue  . . . The  Advertising  Club  and  the 
Tub  Thumpers  added  their  support  to  the 
drive. 


NEW  HAVEN 


A bel  Jacocks  of  the  Capitol,  East  Haven, 
made  a flying  trip  to  Boston  to  visit  his 
brother,  Don  . . . Ted  Jacocks,  Branford  ex- 
hibitor, was  busy  with  legislative  duties  at 
Hartford  . . . Hymie  Schwartz,  operator  of 
the  Hillcrest,  Taftville,  was  home  ill.  He  was 
forced  to  sell  his  cigaret  business,  while  his 
daughter  and  J.  Lambert  carry  on  at  the 
theatre. 

A prominent  sign  on  the  corner  of  Meadow 
and  Whiting  streets  marks  “the  future  home 
of  Warner  Bros.”  film  exchange  . . . '’he 
whole  industry,  here  was  wide-eyed  at  the 
telegrams  received  by  the  projectionists 
locals  in  the  state  to  “stand  by”  for  possible 
strike  tiein  with  the  mess  in  Hollywood  . . . 
Ellen  McLaughlin,  assistant  to  Ernest  Dorau 
at  the  Middletown  theatres,  has  been  placed 
in  charge  at  the  Victory,  New  London,  for  the 
Pouzzners. 

Gay  “injun”  posters  herald  the  Warner 
powwow,  April  1-July  28,  in  which  “Chief 
Swift  Foot  Goe”  is  looking  forward  to  big 
doings  and  “wampum  winnings”  for  the  local 
exchange  . . . Flora  Cohn,  booking  and  buying 
agent  and  local  Air-Kem  distributor,  has 
opened  new  quarters  at  154  Meadow. 

“Major”  Sam  Weber  is  back  from  Mexico 
but  still  is  sunning  and  shunning  New  Eng- 
land weather  vagaries  . . . Harold  Thomas, 
manager  of  the  Norwalk  Theatre,  has  gone 
into  the  navy,  and  Stanley  Redmond,  for- 
merly at  the  Allyn,  to  which  Capt.  Walter 
Lloyd  has  returned,  is  the  new  Norwalk  man. 

Doug  Amos,  assistant  at  the  Paramount, 
went  into  the  service  last  week  . . . James 
Tobin  of  the  Warner,  Bridgeport,  and  Alec 
Davis  of  the  Warner,  Worcester,  both  have 
been  classified  1A  . . . Vincent  Palmeri,  for- 
merly at  the  Roger  Sherman  and  Bridgeport 
Warner  houses,  is  now  in  Lima,  Peru,  as  the- 
atre manager  . . . Stanley  Fishman,  only  son  of 
Selig  Fishman,  senior  member  of  the  Fish- 
man circuit,  has  been  awarded  a Purple  Heart 
posthumously.  A few  weeks  before  being 
killed  in  Luxembourg,  young  Fishman  also  was 
awarded  a Silver  Medal. 

Mary  Vuono  and  son  Bill  were  rare  visitors 
on  the  Row  from  Stamford,  with  Mrs.  Vuono 
still  carrying  her  broken  arm  in  a sling  . . . 
Also  seen  along  Filmrow  were  Nick  Kamaris 
and  Joe  Walsh  of  Newington  . . . Harry  Gold- 
stein, Monogram  publicity  man,  was  in  from 
New  York. 

Bill  Brown,  Bijou  manager,  home  sick  with 
a bad  case  of  bronchitis  for  five  days,  found 
a Dollar  Club  award  when  he  returned  to  the 
job.  Just  before  his  illness  he  had  lined  up 
three  factories  which  bought  blocks  of  tickets 
totaling  1,070  for  “Fighting  Lady.” 

Nat  Furst  of  Monogram  was  in  from  New 
York  for  a day  . . . A1  Schuman,  who  will  soon 
be  active  in  his  five  subsequent  runs  in  Hart- 
ford at  the  conclusion  of  the  Warner  lease, 
is  at  present  resting  up  in  Florida. 

Morris  Rosenthal  has  an  unique  display 
a lobby  corner  on  the  Red  Cross.  A large  Red 
Cross  within  reach  of  the  passerby,  has  an 
isinglass  front,  and  a slot  for  the  dropping  of 
coins.  Plenty  of  attention  and  the  space  is 
fast  being  filled  with  contributions. 

When  Maj.  Robert  Gadd  of  Mitchell  Field 
and  Alma  Brewer  of  Kew  Gardens  were  mar- 
ried here,  Harry  Shaw,  Loew  Poli  division 
manager,  was  best  man,  and  Warrant  Officer 
Kronish,  formerly  of  the  division  office,  now 
stationed  at.  Selfridge  Field,  Detroit,  and  Mrs. 
Kronish  were  guests  . . . Gertrude  Tracy,  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Elm  Street,  Worcester, 
now  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  a visitor. 
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A Project  of  Variety 
Wins  Public  Praise 

CHARLOTTE— “The  Variety  Club  and  its 
members  deserve  the  applause  of  the  North 
Carolina  public,”  the  Charlotte  Observer 
stated  recently  in  an  editorial,  and  so  do  all 
those  who  actively  cooperated  with  the  or- 
ganization in  the  enterprise  of  transferring 
the  88  infantile  paralysis  patients,  48  nurses 
and  six  technicians  from  the  emergency  hos- 
pital at  Hickory  to  Charlotte  Memorial  Hos- 
pital last  Monday. 

“It  was  a testimonial  to  intelligent  prepa- 
ration and  efficient  operation  that  examina- 
tion by  physicians  promptly  upon  their  in- 
stallation in  the  new  building  of  the  Mem- 
orial Hospital  after  a ride  of  55  miles  in 
about  two  and  a half  hours,  disclosed  that 
none  of  the  patients,  87  children  and  one 
man,  had  suffered  impairment  of  condition, 
as  a result  of  the  history-making  transfer, 
in  which  15  ambulances  and  74  automobiles 
were  used. 

“Much  credit  is  due  Chairman  Max  Bryant 
and  the  committee  of  the  club  having  the 
undertaking  in  charge,  and  also  to  the 
nurses  and  doctors  . . . (policemen,  firemen, 
etc.).  It  was  a very  impressive  caravan,  but 
the  clocklike  precision  and  efficiency  that 
characterized  the  whole  operation  from  start 
to  finish  was  no  less  impressive. 

“And  the  Variety  Club  deserves  applause 
and  public  support  also  for  its  program  of 
daily  entertainment  which  it  has  planned 
and  put  into  effect  for  these  unfortunate 
victims  of  polio  from  42  counties  in  their 
new  and  permanent  place  of  treatment,  in 
well  equipped  quarters  in  the  midst  of  one 
of  the  south’s  leading  medical  centers.” 

No  Atlanta  Price  Hikes, 
Declare  Theatre  Men 

ATLANTA — In  the  eyes  of  Atlanta’s  show- 
men there  is  no  need  for  an  OPA  ceiling  on 
entertainment  prices.  Competition  keeps  the 
local  price  level  at  a minimum  they  said.  This 
was  the  answer  of  theatre  owners,  concert 
impresarios  and  others  in  the  amusement 
business  to  OPA  Administrator  Chester 
Bowles’  appeal  to  Congress  for  a price  ceiling 
on  amusement  prices. 

W.  A.  Finney,  southeastern  division  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  Theatres  said:  “Theatres  in 
the  south  have  regulated  themselves  very 
well.  Net  prices  here  have  advanced  little,  if 
at  all,  the  hiked  admissions  being  results  ex- 
clusively of  the  increased  government  tax  on 
entertainment.  Atlanta  theatres,  except  when 
a stage  show  is  offered  in  conjunction  with  a 
film,  hold  their  price  down  to  55  cents  at 
night.” 

This  55  cents  admission  price  compares  with 
44  cents  asked  during  the  prewar  period.  But 
since  1941  the  government  has  tacked  a 20 
per  cent  levy,  or  8.8  cents,  plus  state  levy. 

Neighborhood  theatres  generally  have  add- 
ed ten  cents  in  the  last  three  years,  from  20 
to  30  cents.  But  as  one  pointed  out  his  film 
prices  have  gone  up  150  per  cent. 

W.  T.  Murray,  said  he  “would  welcome  the 
price  ceiling”  but  added:  “I  think  there 
should  be  some  kind  of  ceiling  clamped  on 
the  price  of  films  has  increased  as  much  as 
150  per  cent  since  Pearl  Harbor.  I think  the 
public  should  be  protected  and  I feel  that  ad- 
mission prices  should  be  frozen  at  present 
prices.”  Murray  operates  two  neighborhood 
theatres  in  addition  to  the  Rialto. 


New  Negro  House  Opens 

KNOXVILLE — Joel  Solomon’s  new  negro 
theatre  at  216  South  Central  Ave.,  which 
opened  the  last  week,  is  staffed  from  mana- 
ger down  to  the  ushers  with  negroes.  Equipped 
with  RCA  sound  the  new  house  is  modern 
in  lighting  and  air  conditioning. 


Wounded  Whoop  It  Up 
At " Song  to  Remember " 

Atlanta — A film  audience  that  did  ex- 
actly what  many  patrons  always  have 
wanted  to  do  was  that  at  Lawson  Gen- 
eral Hospital  the  other  day  when  Colum- 
bia’s “A  Song  to  Remember”  was  shown. 

Several  hundred  patients,  practically  all 
amputees,  filled  one  of  the  post  theatres, 
and  all  inhibitions  were  out.  The  boys 
gave  wolf  calls  when  Merle  Oberon  ap- 
peared on  the  screen,  shouted  advice  and 
encouragement  to  Cornel  Wilde  in  the 
love  scenes,  pounded  the  floor  with  their 
crutches  and  sticks  in  time  to  Chopin’s 
music  and  threatened  to  scalp  hapless 
latecomers  who  were  slow  about  closing 
the  door  against  the  sunlight. 

Lieut.  Gladys  Haller,  post  public  rela- 
tions officer,  said  these  men  back  from 
the  battlefields  are  probably  the  world’s 
most  critical  film  fans.  When  they  don’t 
like  a show,  they  stomp  out  of  the  theatre. 
Not  a one  walked  out  on  this  one. 

Price  Lid  Wouldn't 
Matter  in  Texas 

DALLAS — Should  Congress  pass  a law  es- 
tablishing OPA  ceilings  on  amusement  tickets 
such  a law  would  have  little  effect  on  Texas 
theatres,  asserted  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Interstate  circuit.  He  explained  that 
Interstate  admission  prices  have  remained 
unchanged  for  12  seasons  except  for  the  addi- 
tion or  subtraction  of  a few  cents  to  bring 
the  tax-plus  level  to  even  money. 

When  the  federal  tax  was  ten  per  cent  a 30- 
cent  ticket  was  divided  into  27  and  3.  When 
the  tax  was  raised  to  20  per  cent  the  admis- 
sion was  raised  to  35  cents  or  29  and  6. 
Downtown  prices  were  45  and  5 until  the  tax 
was  increased  and  now  they  are  42  and  9,  an 
actual  reduction  in  the  theatre  price. 

Whether  or  not  roadshow  pictures  which 
have  been  playing  at  $1.20  would  be  affected 
by  a price  ceiling  has  not  been  determined. 
“We  have  always  resisted  the  roadshow  pic- 
ture,” O’Donnell  said,  adding  that  Interstate 
has  been  required  to  play  several  of  them  in 
key  towns  if  patrons  were  to  see  them  within 
a reasonable  time.  “We  prefer  to  show  at 
regular  prices.  A ceiling  that  would  stop 
roadshow  exhibition  would  not  be  unwelcome 
to  us,”  O’Donnell  said. 


No  Porter  Successor  Yet 

DALLAS — S.  L.  Oakley,  vice-president  of 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  in  charge  of  buying 
and  booking  with  headquarters  in  Dallas,  has 
returned  from  Beaumont  where  he  has  been 
since  Clifford  C.  Porter  vacated  the  office  of 
vice-president  in  charge  of  theatre  opera- 
tions. Oakley  said  no  successor  to  Porter  has 
yet  been  appointed. 


On  Missing  Plane 

ATLANTA — An  Atlantian  was  among  the 
14  officers  and  men  aboard  a naval  bomber 
reported  missing  on  a training  flight  be- 
tween Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  the  Bahama 
Islands.  He  is  Lieut.  Nicholas  Freckory,  who 
before  he  entered  the  navy  was  with  the 
Toddy  Film  Co.  on  Walton  St. 


New  Manager  Named  at  Calhoun,  Ky. 

CALHOUN,  KY. — Hugh  Herndon  of  this 
city  has  been  named  manager  of  the  Vic- 
tory Theatre  here,  owned  by  Universal  Sound 
Movie  Co.,  Huntingburg,  Ind.  He  succeeds 
W.  E.  Murphy,  manager  for  the  last  ten 
months.  Herndon  is  a member  of  the  Cal- 
houn city  council. 


Theatre  Interests 
Fight  New  Tax  Bill 

DALLAS — Theatre  interests  here  have  been 
on  the  job  at  Austin  for  round  No.  2 in  the 
legislative  mill  to  forestall  a bill  to  estab- 
lish a state  tax  of  one  cent  on  each  ten  cents 
of  theatre  admissions  or  fraction  thereof.  The 
measure,  introduced  in  the  lower  house,  was 
scheduled  for  committee  hearing  this  week. 
Don  C.  Douglas,  in  charge  of  public  rela- 
tions for  the  Robb  & Rowley  circuit;  Henry 
Reeve,  president  of  Texas  Theatre  Owners, 
Inc.,  and  Judge  Frank  Strickland,  lobbyist 
for  circuit  interests  in  Texas,  were  on  hand 
to  oppose  the  measure. 

These  three  men  were  on  the  job  last  week 
at  the  state  capital  opposing  a censorship  bill 
introduced  by  Representative  Rae  Field  of 
Waxahachie,  a former  woman  school  teacher 
She  called  her  bill  an  “educational  measure.” 
Douglas  explained  the  Hayes  code  and  its  ef- 
fective methods  for  voluntary  censorship. 
Reeve  said  no  book  with  spicy  material  ever 
reaches  the  screen  until  all  salacious  content 
has  been  removed. 

The  bill  died  in  committee  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing vote. 

Hoblitzelle  Gives  Site 
For  a Park  Cities  Center 

DALLAS  — Karl  Hoblitzelle,  president  of 
Interstate  circuit,  has  been  a leader  in  the 
movement  for  adoption  of  the  Greater  Dallas 
Master  Plan  of  improvements  as  drafted  by 
Harlan  Bartholomew,  and  one  of  the  master 
plan  proposals  is  the  consolidation  of  High- 
land Park  and  University  Park  with  the  city 
of  Dallas,  which  will  come  before  the  voters 
April  3. 

In  a recent  statement  to  newspapers,  Hob- 
litzelle answered  rumors  that  he  owned 
properties  in  the  Park  cities  which  he  would 
benefit  financially  from  the  merger.  He  ex- 
plained that  he  had  owned  two  pieces  of 
property  in  the  Parks,  his  home  and  lots  on 
Preston  road  at  Normandy.  To  further  plans 
for  a civic  center,  Hoblitzelle  announced,  he 
has  purchased  additional  land  on  Preston 
and  deeded  it  all  to  the  community  authori- 
ties for  conversion  into  a civic  center  for  the 
people  of  the  Park  cities.  This  leaves  him 
with  only  his  home  north  of  University  Park. 

J.  B.  Underwood,  Columbia  divisional  man- 
ager and  a University  Park  resident,  has 
called  a meeting  of  film  and  theatre  men  who 
live  in  the  park  areas  to  support  the  merger. 


Strong  on  Red  Cross 

BRYAN,  TEX. — A recent  front-page  article 
in  the  Eagle  here  announced  Mrs.  Morris 
Schulman  would  take  up  matinee  and  night 
collections  for  the  Red  Cross  in  the  Palace, 
Queen  and  Dixie  theatres.  Overseas  veterans 
were  scheduled  to  make  talks.  Helmets  were 
used  for  the  collections.  Mrs.  Schulman  paid 
for  an  eight-column  by  four-inch  display  ad 
across  the  bottom  of  the  back  page  calling  at- 
tention to  the  drive. 


Bob  Jones  in  Navy  Now 

MEMPHIS — Bob  Jones,  seaman  and  former 
artist  who  helped  draw  “Bugs”  Bunny, 
“Porky”  the  Pig  and  “Daffy”  Duck,  is-  now 
stationed  at  the  naval  air  technical  training 
center  in  Millington.  Jones  was  with  Leor? 
Schlesinger,  Warner  cartoon  subsidiary. 


Newspaper  Sells  WMPS 

MEMPHIS — WMPS,  the  Press- Scimitar  ra- 
dio station,  was  taken  over  last  week  by 
WMPS,  Inc.,  a wholly  owned  subsidiary  of 
Plough,  Inc.,  drug  manufacturer.  The  pur- 
chase for  $350,000  was  approved  by  the  FCC. 
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Three  Times  a National  Drive  Winner, 
Exhibitor  Jones  is  a War  Loan  Hero 


SAN  ANGELO,  TEX.— John  D.  Jones,  man- 
ager of  the  Concho  theatres  here,  has  clinched 
the  role  of  hero  of  the 
war  loan  front  in 
World  War  II.  He’s  a 
national  winner  in 
three  successive  war 
loan  drives,  the  only 
theatre  man  in  thd 
United  States,  it  was 
announced  locally,  to 
win  all  three  awards. 
In  a four-c  o 1 u m n 
spread,  the  San  Angelo 
Evening  Standard  re- 
calls that  late  last  year 
Jones  sat  down  and 
wrote  a 500-word  dis- 
sertation on  how  theatres  and  the  film  in- 
dustry could  best  help  the  treasury  depart- 
ment sell  more  war  bonds  to  more  people. 
Then  he  applied  his  plan  here. 

A few  days  ago  he  was  notified  that  the 
Movie  Magazines  Committee  had  adjuded  his 
report  on  Sixth  War  Loan  participation  “one 
of  the  ten  best  in  the  United  States  out  of  a 
total  of  3,227  entries.” 

Among  the  “Honored  100” 

In  the  Fourth  War  Loan,  Jones  was  cited 
by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Morgenthau  as 
one  of  the  Honored  100  among  film  exhibitors. 
For  this  he  won  a trip  to  Washington  and 
New  York  at  government  expense,  but  could- 
n’t take  the  time  to  take  the  trip.  He  also 
received  a scroll  which  hangs  in  the  lobby  of 
the  Texas  Theatre. 

And  in  the  Fifth  War  Loan,  the  Texas  won 
the  contest  for  recruiting  the  largest  number 
of  Wacs,  17  of  them,  which  led  the  state  re- 
gardless of  theatre  size.  There  was  a scroll 
for  that  accomplishment,  too. 

And  now,  as  a national  winner  in  the  Sixth 
War  Loan  essay  contest,  Jones  is  to  receive 
a free  trip  to  New  York  and  another  scroll. 

“This  time  I'm  going  to  take  the  trip  to  New 
York,”  Jones  declared.  “A  guy  with  two 
tickets  to  the  big  city  ought  to  use  one  of 
them.” 

Jones  gives  the  people  of  San  Angelo  and 
surrounding  section  credit  for  the  tripleheader 
and  said  he  was  proud  of  the  theatre  asso- 
ciation and  community  which  made  his  hon- 
ors possible. 

Most  spectacular  of  the  phases  of  theatre 


JOHN  D.  JONES 
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participation  were  the  two  war  bond  auction 
sales  at  the  Texas  in  which  patrons  bought 
an  aggregate  of  $707,850  in  bonds. 

In  the  fourth  campaign,  a bomb  from  San 
Angelo  army  air  field,  autographed  by  film 
stars,  sold  for  $350,850.  And  in  the  sixth  drive, 
Dorothy  Lamour’s  sarong  brought  $357,000. 

“San  Angelo  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
national  recognition  which  has  come  to  the 
town,”  said  Culbertson  Deal,  county  war  bond 
campaign  chairman.  “The  splendid  efforts  of 
Mr.  Jones  and  the  theatres  have  been  a large 
factor  in  the  success.” 

A 98-Pound  Girl  Is  Press 
Agent  for  Opera  Troupe 

MEMPHIS — “Advance  man”  for  Sigmund 
Romberg  is  a petite  brunette.  She’s  Helen 
Stern  of  Wichita  Falls,  Tex.,  tips  the  scales 
at  98  and  measures  exactly  five  feet. 

The  26-year-old  press  agent  started  out 
from  New  York  last  month  to  handle  advance 
publicity,  hotel  and  train  accommodations  for 
77  one-night  engagements  Romberg  and  his 
60-piece  orchestra  will  give  during  the  next 
three  months.  Romberg's  local  concert  will 
be  at  Ellis  Auditorium  March  31,  presented 
by  I.  W.  Myers. 

Her  troubles  with  being  “advance  man” 
were  told  when  she  reached  here  in  the 
Press-Scimitar  which  told  the  story  of  how 
she  hunted  hotel  accommodations  for  herself 
until  4 a.  m.,  waited  for  hours  in  railroad 
stations  and  had  eaten  on  the  run.  But  she’s 
making  all  arrangements  for  the  Romberg 
tour  without  a hitch. 

Youth  Charged  With  Arson 
After  Nashville  Fire 

NASHVILLE — A fire  at  the  Elite,  Crescent 
house  at  4700  Charlotte  Road,  caused  con- 
siderable damage  to  the  interior.  An  18- 
year-old  youth,  who  was  allowed  to  sleep  in 
the  theatre  because  he  had  no  place  to  go, 
is  in  the  Davidson  County  jail  charged  with 
arson.  He  denied  the  charge. 

New  Orleans  Colosseum 
First  Dinner  March  26 

NEW  ORLEANS — Ed  Shinn,  president  of 
the  New  Orleans  Motion  Picture  Colosseum, 
announces  that  the  first  banquet  since  or- 
ganizing will  be  held  March  26  at  Antoine’s 
1840  room.  The  Colosseum  is  a film  sales- 
men’s club. 

Lebanon  Votes  Sunday 
Shows  for  the  Soldiers 

LEBANON,  TENN. — A referendum  here 
approved,  446  to  235,  operation  of  Sunday 
shows  during  specified  hours  while  army 
maneuvers  are  in  progress  in  this  section. 


Purse  Snatching  Broken  Up 

CHATTANOOGA— Police  believe  that  they 
have  broken  up  a gang  of  thieves  which  in 
the  last  several  weeks  have  snatched  100 
purses  in  downtown  theatres.  Arrested  were 
Bert  Smith,  17,  and  Brooks  Dunn,  20,  al- 
leged to  be  leaders  of  the  gang.  A victim 
at  the  Tivoli  on  March  1 identified  the  two. 


Three  to  Cast  of  "Amorous  Ghost" 

Jack  Kenny,  William  Beauman  and  Fred 
Houston  have  been  included  in  the  cast  of 
“The  Amorous  Ghost,”  RKO  production. 


Variety  Club  Votes 
$20,000  for  Camp 

ATLANTA — Directors  of  the  Atlanta  Va- 
riety Club  have  pledged  an  appropriation 
of  $20,000  to  erect  a dormitory  at  Mountain 
View  camp  near  here  to  accommodate  40  or 
50  underprivileged  girls. 

Dr.  Felton  Williams,  director  of  the  camp 
which  each  summer  provides  vacation  facili- 
ties for  scores  of  boys  and  girls,  was  in- 
structed to  draw  up  plans  for  the  building. 

In  recognition  of  the  interest  Variety  has 
shown  in  Dr.  Williams’  work  the  Brannon 
Foundation,  owner  of  the  35  acres  of  land 
on  which  the  camp  is  located,  has  offered  to 
deed  the  property  to  the  club. 

The  directors  also  voted  to  construct  five 
additional  cabins  at  the  camp. 


ATLANTA 


A C.  Cowles,  UA  office  manager,  has  a 
new  red-headed  grandson,  born  to  Capt. 
and  Mrs.  R.  C.  McCole  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
She  is  A.C.’s  daughter.  Captain  McCole  has 
been  awarded  a DFC  after  more  than  50 
missions  as  a torpedo  bomber  pilot  in  the 
South  Pacific  . . . Lieut.  G.  C.  Pittard  writes 
friends  at  Wil-Kin  Theatre  Supply  from  the 
South  Pacific  that  he  has  lost  “a  consider- 
able amount  of  hair”  on  top  of  his  head  since 
leaving  here. 

Visitors  included  W.  P.  Gammon,  Ocilla, 
Ga.;  L.  C.  Brown,  Jackson,  Ga.;  J.  H.  Thomp- 
son, Martin  & Thompson  Theatres,  Hawkins- 
ville  . . . C.  L.  Price  has  purchased  the 
Trojan  Theatre,  Brighton,  Ala.  . . . The 
Katherine  Theatre,  Monticello,  Fla.,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  March  12. 

Buddha  Gray,  the  Paramount  publicist, 
made  a wry  face  over  the  first  glass  of  lem- 
onade ever  served  him  in  the  Atlanta  Variety 
Club.  His  explanation:  “Doctor  said  I’d  look 
conspicuous  without  my  liver.” 

Millicent  Thomas  won  the  talent  search 
contest  conducted  by  the  Rialto  Theatre  and 
Columbia  exploiteers  for  “A  Song  to  Re- 
member.” She  received  a $100  bond  and  will 
represent  Atlanta  in  a national  contest  which 
has  a screen  contract  as  first  prize  . . . The 
Tommy  Tucker  orchestra  will  open  a week 
on  the  stage  of  the  Fox  Theatre  March  29, 
Tommy  Read,  city  manager  of  the  Georgia 
Theatres,  announced.  The  20-piece  band  will 
be  accompanied  by  the  Two-Timer  Girls. 

Harry  Graham,  Universal  southern  division 
manager,  was  to  return  this  week  from  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  where  he  has  been  on  a 
vacation  . . . Roy  Martin  of  the  Martin  The- 
atre, Columbus,  was  here  . , . Also,  Wendell 
Welch,  Strand,  Dallas,  Ga.;  O.  C.  Lam  and 
Howard  Scheussler,  Lam  Amusement  Co., 
Rome,  Ga. 

William  N.  Snellson,  former  local  manager 
of  Republic,  is  now  with  the  Mitchell  in- 
dustry of  Hartselle,  Ala.,  dealer  in  stage 
equipment  and  draperies  . . . Oscar  Old- 
know  of  NTS  was  a visitor  at  the  local  branch 
. . . Mrs.  Ruth  Thompson  of  the  booking  de- 
partment of  Monogram  Southern  and  Pvt. 
Edward  Kolbaba  were  married  March  10. 

A.  C.  Bromberg,  president;  Sam  Hirnson, 
manager  at  Charlotte,  and  Harold  F.  Cohen, 
special  representative  of  Monogram  South- 
ern, went  to  New  York  on  business  . . . PRC 
notes;  W.  H.  Rudisill  was  calling  on  exhibi- 
tors in  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Estelle  Hill  is  the 
new  secretary,  succeeding  Ruby  Wingo,  who 
recently  joined  the  Wac.  Dav~  Balch  is  mak- 
ing northern  Georgia. 
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DOXOFFICER  Ketner  wishes  to  thank  Janet 
Blair,  the  Columbia  starlet  at  Hollywood, 
for  sending  that  lovely  autographed  photo- 
graph . . . R.  W.  Barron,  manager  of  Inde- 
pendent Film  Exchange  here,  tells  us  that 
back  in  the  roaring  1920s  the  Alamo  City  also 
had  about  three  film  exchanges,  namely,  the 
Dixie  in  the  Houston  Bldg.,  Exhibitors  Supply 
(Barron’s)  in  the  Book  Bldg.,  and  George 
Chamberlain’s  Independent  on  Commerce  St. 
At  the  time  of  the  crash,  if  we  remember 
right,  the  late  Gaston  Phillippe  had  the  S.  A. 
Film  Supply  Co.,  which  was  located  on  Third 
St.  near  Broadway.  As,  yes,  those  were  the 
days.  Ye  scribe  was  doing  some  corresponding 
for  the  Exhibitors’  Herald-World  and  sev- 
eral other  trade  magazines. 


“A  Women  to  Remember”  was  the  feature 
of  the  evening  worship  hour  at  the  Madison 
Square  Presbyterian  Church  here  last  Sun- 
day. This  sound  film  is  a Bible  story  of  the 
anointing  of  Jesus  in  Bethany  . . . The  all- 
new  Earl  Carroll  Vanities  are  billed  for  a 
two-night  stand  at  the  Auditorium,  April  7-8. 

New  faces  along  Theatrerow:  Marie  Van- 
Ripple  (former  torch  singer),  door  lady  at  the 
Texas;  Helen  Hartley,  candy  girl  at  the 
State,  and  Fred  Guerrero,  assistant  chief  of 
service  at  the  State.  Incidentally,  Freddy  is 
wearing  a Purple  Heart,  having  seen  several 
months  of  combat  service  overseas. 


Mundo  Ayala,  nephew  of  Manuel  Ayala, 
business  manager  of  the  Laredo  Local  678, 
was  in  town  recently  from  the  Border  City 
where  he  was  a projectionist  before  going 
into  the  armed  forces.  After  training  at  Dodd 
Field  here,  Mundo  has  been  sent  to  a camp 
in  California.  This  makes  six  operators  from 
Laredo  now  GIs. 

Mrs.  Kathryn  Silverthorn  has  returned  to 
Detroit  after  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
here  . . . Little  Pat  Friday  of  the  Roy  Rog- 
ers radio  show  writes  in  to  us  here  stating 
that  she  will  be  on  the  show  when  they  go 
on  tour  some  time  this  year.  Thanks  for  the 
nice  letter,  Patsy. 

Metro’s  special  musical  drama,  “Meet  Me 
in  St.  Louis,”  opened  its  second  week’s  down- 
town run  here  at  the  Texas  March  15,  after 
playing  a seven-day  engagement  at  the  Ma- 
jestic the  previous  week.  Cashier  Evangeline 
VanPiper,  comely  blonde  at  the  latter  house, 
saw  the  picture  and  she  says  it  really  made 
her  homesick.  Mrs.  “Van”  looks  a great  deal 
like  Marion  Hutton  and  also  Laura  LaPlante 
of  the  stage  and  screen. 


Santone  Scenes:  Blonde  Esther  Anderson, 
State  treasurer,  feeding  the  pigeons  in  front 
of  the  theatre  on  Manager  Thomas’s  day  off 
. . . Rise  Stevens  of  radio,  screen  and  concert 
fame,  guest  starred  here  Saturday  (17)  at  the 
Municipal  Auditorium  with  the  Symphony 
Society  . . . Empire  Projectionist  “Saxy  Sam” 
says  he  can  remedy  the  housing  shortage 
with  his  apartments  for  rent  . . . Norine 
Smith  chaperoning  the  two  cute  Richard  Nus- 
sell  kids  to  the  Aztec,  making  many  a citizen 
give  them  the  eye. 

Glenn  Dickinson,  Kansas  City  circuit 
owner,  was  in  town  booking  Mexican  pictures 
from  the  Azteca  branch  here  on  South  Alamo. 
He  is  playing  Mexican  pictures  two  days 
weekly  at  the  Kimo  in  Kansas  City  . . . We 
are  still  wondering  if  Jack  Karmi  ever  bought 
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that  Houston  house  which  he  had  designs  on. 

About  one  of  the  first  words  that  little 
eight-month-old  Phyllis  Johns  ever  uttered 
was  “Dave”  and  now  she  is  one  of  the  young- 
est listeners  to  the  Red  River  Dave  radio 
programs  heard  regularly  over  WOAI.  In- 
cidentally, McEnery  is  booked  for  the  Muny 
auditorium  about  the  middle  of  April  with  his 
Western  Star  (Barn  Dance)  Revue. 

Local  motion  picture  theatres  attempted  to 
equal  or  exceed  the  mark  set  recently  in  the 
annual  March  of  Dimes  drive  during  the  Red 
Cross  fund  drive.  Theatre  patrons  here  con- 
tributed in  excess  of  $14,000  to  the  Dimes 
drive. 

Francisco  Trevino,  operator  of  the  Ideal, 
Pearsall,  was  the  victim  of  an  attack  by  a 
man  who  recently  broke  into  his  house  with 


the  intent  to  commit  mayhem.  During  the 
struggle  that  followed,  Senor  Trevino  was 
badly  bitten  about  the  eye.  After  a brief  stay 
in  a local  hospital,  he  now  is  back  on  the  job, 
greeting  his  many  friends  and  patrons.  The 
man  who  attacked  him  was  apparently  under 
the  influence  of  drugs. 


Clasa-Mohme  Visitors 

SAN  ANTONIO — Visitors  to  the  Clasa- 
Mohme  exchange  during  the  week  before  St. 
Patrick’s  Day  were  J.  J.  Rodriguez,  Pana- 
americano,  Dallas,  and  the  Mexico  and  Kiva, 
Denver;  J.  W.  Kunetka,  Rita,  Benavides; 
Walter  Knoche,  Palace-Longhorn,  Fredericks- 
burg; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dave  Smason,  Karnes, 
Karnes  City;  Carl  Johnson,  Arcadia,  Gem, 
Floresville,  and  Alfred  Pena,  Pena’s,  New 
Braunfels,  Tex. 


Honoring  the 

20th  Anniversary 

ABE  MONTAGUE 

As  Head  of  Columbia  Sales 

A grand  fellow  and 
an  able  executive! 

• 

A man  who  has  endeared  himself  with  the  exhibi- 
tors in  always  being  ready  to  listen  to  their  many 
problems. 

We  wish  for  Mr.  Montague  much  success 
during  his  next  20  years  in  the  film  business. 

Rialto-  Sheathe 

Mion  and  Murray  Co. 

Charles  Mion  W.  T.  Murray 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
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OKLAHOMA  CITY 


The  city’s  suburban  theatres  experienced 
their  annual  spring  drop  in  business  just 
a little  earlier  this  year  . . . Louis  Barton 
reports  his  Skytrain  Theatre  in  Midwest  City 
is  slowly  picking  up. 

Rolater  McMillian,  formerly  of  the  Villa 
staff,  writes  that  he  is  with  an  amphibious 
group  in  the  Pacific  . . . Francis  Bush,  also  in 
the  Pacific,  reports  that  he  manages  to  stay 
an  island  ahead  of  Frank  Cassota,  also  in 
that  area.  They  worked  together  at  the 
Criterion,  a few  years  back. 

John  Gray  of  Chickasha  expects  to  take 
advantage  of  the  fishing  up  on  Lake  Tex- 
homa,  come  good  weather  . . . Dale  McKrosky 
of  Jenks  was  on  the  Row  finishing  up  busi- 
ness and  telling  friends  that  the  navy  would 
be  his  new  headquarters  from  now  on  ...  H. 
W.  Williams  sold  the  Ray  Theatre  in  Ton- 
kawa  to  Oscar  Scott  and  son. 

Jene  Graham,  former  head  shipper  for  Co- 
lumbia, purchased  the  old  opera  house  at 
Guthrie  and  is  fixing  it  up  for  motion  pic- 
tures. He  will  use  the  old  name  Guthrie. 
This  house  has  been  closed  for  about  eight 
years. 

Another  theatre  ownership  changed  through 
the  sale  by  H.  B.  Lord  of  the  Elite  in  Tuttle 
to  Jesse  Sloan  . . . Warners’  tradeshowing 
of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  was  enthusiastically 
received  by  a packed  screening  room  of  ex- 
hibitors and  film  people  . . . Another  recent 
screening,  “Sing  a Song  of  Texas,”  found 
favor. 

Robert  Graham,  manager  of  the  Penn  The- 
atre, has  taken  his  solo  flight  and  is  get- 
ting in  additional  flying  hours  . . .New  chief 


projectionist  at  the  Penn  is  J.  R.  Pate  . . . 
Early  reports  indicate  heavy  Red  Cross  col- 
lections. 

Visitors  on  the  Row  were:  J.  E.  Jones  of 
Sand  Springs,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tucker  of 
Guthrie,  V.  A.  Wilkinson  of  Comanche,  Mrs. 
Maurice  DeFord  of  Anadarko,  Mrs.  Bess 
Wilkie  of  Harsah,  Bill  Allison  of  Norman, 
Laura  Mullins  of  Fletcher,  Roy  Rollier  of  La- 
mont,  Homer  Jones  of  Alva,  Waite  Kerr  of 
Sulphur,  T.  N.  Childress  of  Covington,  H.  B. 
Lord  of  Tuttle,  Mrs.  Earl  Rains  of  Ft.  Cobb, 
Dudley  Tucker  of  Pauls  Valley,  J.  C.  Smock 
of  Hinton,  Lieut.  Paul  Beckhelm  of  Norman, 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Henderson  of  Medford,  Wesley 
Hodges  of  Marlow,  R.  R.  Clark  of  Marlow, 
Dana  Ryan  of  Pawnee,  Lee  Guthrie  of 
Wheeler,  L.  A.  White  of  Weatherford,  John 
Terry  of  Perry,  H.  T.  Burns  of  Cyril,  Dale 

Red  Cross  Aid  Scores 
100%  in  Memphis  Area 

Memphis — The  Red  Cross  was  receiv- 
ing 100  per  cent  cooperation  from  the 
theatres  and  the  motion  picture  industry 
generally  last  week  in  the  Memphis  ter- 
ritory. Every  one  of  the  nearly  400  the- 
atres in  the  trade  territory  was  running 
the  Red  Cross  shorts  and  having  the  cans 
passed  among  patrons  at  every  perform- 
ance. 

Tom  Young,  general  chairman  of  the 
industry  WAC,  was  generous  in  his  praise 
of  the  fine  work  being  done  by  the  ex- 
changes in  Memphis,  the  salesmen,  the 
exhibitors  and  the  employes. 


McKrasky,  Louise  Edmiston,  H.  T.  Burns  of 
Cyril,  Mrs.  Ellen  Mohrbacher,  H.  L.  Boehm 
of  Watonga,  A.  R.  Walker  of  Broken  Bow, 
William  Copeland  of  Geary,  A.  W.  Phillips  of 
Grandfield  and  J.  C.  Parker  of  Dalhart,  Tex. 

Marion  Osborne  and  C.  B.  Akers  held  an 
early  Seventh  War  Loan  meeting  for  branch 
managers  and  salesmen. 


Third  Son  to  the  Truexes 

SAN  ANTONIO — According  to  news  re- 
ceived here  March  8,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewell 
Truex  are  the  parents  of  a son  born  at 
Pasadena,  Calif.  Truex,  former  assistant  man- 
ager for  Clasa-Mohme,  Inc.,  here,  is  now 
stationed  at  Ft.  Leonard  Wood,  Mo.  This 
makes  their  third  blessed  event,  all  boys. 


Opens  Art  Collection 

MEMPHIS — I.  W.  Myers,  president  of  the 
executive  board  of  the  Memphis  Academy  of 
Arts  whose  hobby  is  bringing  musicals  and 
concerts  to  Memphis  free  to  children,  opened 
his  private  art  collection  to  the  members 
of  the  fellowship  of  the  academy  of  arts  two 
nights  last  week. 


Boberg  Visits  Weaver 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Chief  Petty  Officer 
Lloyd  Boberg,  USN,  former  head  shipper  in 
the  Dallas  Paramount  exchange,  was  a visi- 
tor here  and  was  entertained  by  Branch  Man- 
ager C.  H.  Weaver.  He  has  been  in  service 
four  years  and  wears  wings  with  stars.  He 
has  flown  over  Tokyo. 


Given  the  Siren  in  “Our  Hearts" 

Sharon  Douglas,  radio  actress,  has  been 
signed  for  the  siren  role  in  “Our  Hearts  Were 
Growing  Up,”  a Paramount  production. 


MOISTURE  PROOFED 


PACKED  BY 

CHAS.E.DARDEN&CO 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


We  Are  Now  Accepting 

POPCORN 

Contracts 

For  Summer  and  Fall  Delivery 

Our  POPCORN  is  grown  and  processed  in  the 
southwest,  assuring  prompt  delivery,  eliminating 
the  uncertainties  in  rail  transportation  from  distant 
points. 

WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS 


:l.y.  exchange  bldg. 

308  S.  Harwood  St. 
DALLAS  1.  TEXAS 


Chas.  E.  Darden  & Co 


100 
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"St.  Louis"  at  Dallas 
Shines  Brightly 

DALLAS — It  was  a fair  week  of  over-aver- 
age business  in  mild  weather  and  occasional 
rain.  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”  was  the  out- 
standing picture.  It  played  at  the  Majestic 
and  was  held  over  at  the  Tower.  The  Melba 
has  apparently  gone  first  run.  “Ministry  of 
Fear”  completed  two  weeks  there. 

(Average  is  100) 

Capitol — Under  Western  Skies  (Univ),  Tarzan  and 
the  Green  Goddess  (PRC),  reissues,  split  with 

Topeka  Terror  (Rep);  I Accuse  My  Parents 


(PRC)  - - 120 

Majestic — Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  (M-G-M) 135 

Melba — Ministry  of  Fear  (Para),  2nd  wk 130 

Pclace — Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox) 120 

Rialto — The  Town  Went  Wild  (PRC);  French- 

man's  Creek  (Para)  125 

Tower — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 120 


C.  J.  McKellar  to  Darden 

DALLAS— C.  J.  McKellar,  credit  man  for 
the  Folger  Coffee  Co.  in  Kansas  City,  has 
joined  Chas.  E.  Darden  & Co.,  as  accountant 
in  the  credit  department,  effective  April  2. 


MEMPHIS 

/"«  W.  Jones  has  been  named  Columbia’s 
^ new  salesman  in  the  Arkansas  territory, 
replacing  Jack  Arnold,  veteran,  who  died 
recently.  Jones  took  over  his  new  duties  last 
week  . . . Employes  at  Columbia  held  a 
party  at  the  exchange  last  week  to  celebrate 
the  20th  anniversary  of  A.  Montague,  New 
York,  general  sales  manager  of  the  company. 

Louise  Stevens,  biller  at  Columbia,  is  re- 
covering from  the  measles  . . . Mrs.  Hazel 
Brashiar,  secretary  to  Manager  Bailey 
Pritchard,  Monogram,  underwent  an  opera- 
tion for  appendicitis  last  week  . . . Lieut. 
R.  P.  Dawson,  navy,  salesman  for  Universal, 
now  on  leave  for  the  duration,  has  a “sweet- 
heart” here  whom  he  has  never  seen.  It  is 
his  pretty  baby  daughter  born  to  Mrs.  Daw- 
son last  week. 

Variety  Club  was  the  scene  of  a St.  Pat- 
rick’s party  last  Saturday  night  . . . Para- 
mount had  as  a visitor  Allen  Glenn,  district 
advertising  representative,  Dallas  . . . Betty 
Young,  Paramount  accounting  department, 
soon  will  become  the  bride  of  Pvt.  Floyd 
Coker,  stationed  at  Kennedy  General  Hos- 
pital here.  Employes  gave  her  a crystal 
shower  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Jerry 
Clifton. 

Filmrow  visitors  included  Whyte  Bedford, 
Marion  Theatre,  Hamilton,  Ala.;  C.  W.  Tip- 
ton,  Manila,  Monette  and  Caraway,  Ark., 
theatre  man;  John  Staples,  Franklin,  Pig- 
gott,  Ark.;  E.  A.  Moore,  New,  Duck  Hill, 
Miss.,  and  Miss  Louise  Mask,  Luez  Theatre, 
Bolivar,  Tenn. 

New  faces  on  Filmrow:  Mrs.  J.  E.  Barks- 
dale, inspection  department,  RKO,  and  Miss 
Joyce  Rhea,  same  department,  same  studio 
. . . F.  W.  Paul,  Goldsmith’s  store  depart- 
ment manager,  showed  films  taken  on  his 
trip  through  Grand  Canyon  and  Rocky  Moun- 
tain National  Park  to  the  Speakers  Club  at 
Hotel  Peabody. 

M.  A.  Lightman  sr.,  president  of  Malco 
Theatres,  and  the  Memphis  Little  Theatre, 
has  the  part  of  Simon  Battersby  in  the  cur- 
rent Little  Theatre  production,  “Meet  the 
Prince”  . . . “Blithe  Spirit”  was  tonight’s 
(24)  presentation  at  Ellis  Auditorium  . . . Os- 
car Levant  appeared  in  piano  concert  at 
Ellis  last  Saturday  . . . Memphis  Shriners 
report  $20,000  profits  from  the  Hamid-Morton 
circus  at  Ellis  Auditorium  February  16-21, 
all  proceeds  going  to  Memphis  charities  . . . 
“Battle  of  Russia  vs.  Germany”  was  shown 
to  Memphis  civic  clubs  last  week. 


SOUTHERN  20-YEAR  SHOWMEN 


In  1906,  W.  L.  Mack, 

the  owner  of  the  Jones- 
boro Tribune  in  Jones- 
boro, Ark.,  bought  a 
small  show  as  a side 
line.  Business  grew  so 
fast,  he  sold  the  paper 
in  order  to  devote  full 
time  to  exhibition.  He 
now  owns  the  1,144- 
seat  Strand,  the  720- 
seat  Palace  and  the 
580-seat  Liberty  in 
Jonesboro.  A commis- 
sioner of  the  city  water  and  light  plants  and 
on  the  board  of  trustees  of  Arkansas  State 
College,  he  served  ten  years  on  the  school 
board  and  one  term  as  city  alderman.  He 
has  two  married  daughters.  One  son-in-law 
is  with  Patton’s  Third  army. 


Three  months  after 
obtaining  his  first  job 
in  an  airdome,  William 
E.  Malin  was  the  own- 
er. In  1908  he  worked 
as  a sweep-up  boy  for 
three  nights  in  the 
airdome,  then  became 
the  projectionist  and, 
finally  owner.  He  has 
been  a theatre  man 
ever  since  and  now 
operates  the  Lura  at 
Augusta,  Ark.  Mayor, 
justice  of  the  peace,  deputy  sheriff  and  fire 
chief  of  Augusta,  Malin  is  a member  of  the 
Young  Business  Men’s  Club,  Rotary,  and  is 
vice-president  of  ITO  of  Arkansas.  Two 
sons  are  in  service  and  his  daughter  attends 
Ward-Belmont  College. 


In  1922  when  a renter 
went  broke  in  a thea- 
tre building  which  he 
had  built,  C.  W.  Tip- 
ton  bought  the  equip- 
ment in  order  to  col- 
lect the  rent.  A resi- 
dent of  Manila,  Ark., 
he  operates  the  New 
theatres  in  Manila, 

Monette  and  Caraway 
and  has  had  spots  in 
Leachville,  Lake  City 
and  Hornersville. 

“Uncle  Carl”  or  “Tip,”  has  served  four  terms 
as  mayor  of  Manila  and  has  been  president 
of  the  school  board  25  years.  Two  sons  are 
theatre  managers  for  their  father,  one  is  in 
the  army  and  another  is  in  advertising.  His 
three  daughters  are  married. 


The  Liberty  in  Carne- 
gie, Okla.,  was  built  by 
Carl  M.  Hartman  in 
1915.  Today,  30  years 
later,  he  owns,  in  addi- 
tion, the  Melba,  also  in 
Carnegie.  Selling  good 
entertainment  is  a vo- 
cation that  is  usually 
appreciated  and  in 
1937,  Hartman  was 
voted  Carnegie’s  most 
useful  citizen.  A mem- 
ber of  Kiwanis,  Shrine 
and  Carnegie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Oklahoma  Theatre  Own- 
ers Ass’n.  The  Hartmans  have  a son,  Don, 
14,  and  a daughter,  Dorothy,  who  is  at- 
tending Oklahoma  University.  This  show- 
man enjoys  music  and  thick  steaks. 


Harry  N.  Britten  start- 
ed his  theatre  career 
by  purchasing  and  op- 
erating the  Orpheum, 
Sulphur,  Okla.,  in  1912. 
He  felt  he’d  been  work- 
ing for  a salary  too 
long,  wanted  to  get 
into  business  and 
thought  pictures  the 
best  bet.  Nor  has  he 
ever  regretted  his 
choice.  A director  of 
Texas  Theatre  Owners, 
he  belongs  also  to  Allied.  He  now  runs  two 
houses  in  Pharr,  Tex.,  the  Espana  and  the 
Texas.  He  is  a Mason,  a Shriner  and  a mem- 
ber of  Kiwanis,  Commercial  Club  and  Citizens 
Committee.  A son  and  son-in-law  are  both 
in  service. 


Benjamin  F.  Liddon  of 

Corinth,  Miss.,  is  a 
busy  and  successful  en- 
tertainment entrepre- 
neur, operating  the 
Coliseum  and  Pickwick 
theatres  at  Corinth 
and  the  Crystal  Lake 
fishing  and  bathing 
resort  which  is  used 
by  the  public  for  miles 
around.  Liddon  en- 
tered the  theatrical 
field  in  1914  when  he 
opened  the  Gem  Theatre  as  a hobby.  The 
hobby  developed  into  a career  when  he  opened 
his  present  two  showcases,  the  Coliseum  in 
1924  and  Pickwick  in  1935.  Liddon  continues 
to  plan  expansion  and  has  another  theatre 
in  project,  the  Ace,  to  be  opened  after  the  war. 


Exhibitor  Tom  Ford  of 
Rector,  Ark.,  became 
a showman  back  in 
1909  in  Kennett,  Mo., 
then  for  the  succeed- 
ing 27  years  operated 
in  Fredericktown,  Mo., 
and  Lepanto,  Ark.  Set- 
tling in  Rector,  in  1936, 
he  established  the 
Ford,  which  he  still 
heads.  A member  of 
the  board  of  the  Ar- 
k a n s a s Independent 
Theatres,  he  is  also  president  of  the  school 
board.  In  addition  he  is  a member  of  the 
Young  Business  Men’s  Club.  He  has  five 
children.  Coleen  and  Aileen,  twins;  Mrs. 
Huston  Blair;  Mrs.  Rose  Whitehorn,  and  Billy 
Joe,  pharmacist  2nd  class,  navy,  at  Berkeley. 


As  soon  as  he  could 
walk,  Ivan  D.  Ander- 
son became  a part  of 
the  family  vaudeville 
act.  The  “Four  An- 
dersons”  traveled  from 
coast  to  coast,  making 
money  one  week  and 
going  broke  the  next. 

Turning  to  picture  ex- 
hibition was  a natural 
step.  Anderson’s  first 
house,  opened  in  1910, 
was  in  Tombstone, 

Ariz.  Since  then  he  has  operated  theatres  in 
Mt.  Vernon,  111.,  Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  Balti- 
more, Md„  and  in  North  Wilkesboro,  N.  C., 
where  he  now  has  the  Liberty.  Anderson  is 
known  as  an  efficient  bond  drive  chairman 
and  an  accomplished  artist  in  oils. 
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DALLAS 


U S S I A N 
OMEN 
TURNED  INTO 
DEMONIACAL 
AVENGERS 
BY  THE  NAZI 
HORDES! 


“NO  GREATER  LOVE” 


AN  ARTKINO  PICTURE 

WITH  AN 

ALL  STAR  RUSSIAN  CAST! 


DARING f 

. . . because  it  pulls 
no  punches!  ~ 


ALL  THREE  PICTURES  EQUIPPED 
WITH  LOBBY  BOARDS 


WIRE  QUICK 
TO  YOUR  NEAREST 
EXCHANGE  FOR 
PLAYDATES 


ATLANTA  (3)  GA. 

Jaybee  Film  Exchange 

163  Walton  St.,  N.  W.  (3rd  Floor) 
Phone  MAin  9845 

DALLAS  (1)  TEXAS 

Jenkins  & Bourgeois 
ASTOR  PICTURES  CO. 

Harwood  & Jackson  Sts. 
Phone  Riverside  1884 


WRITE  FOR  LIST  OF  CURRENT 
RELEASES 


J^enry  Reeve,  president  of  Texas  Theatre 
Owners,  Inc.,  was  a busy  man  for  a few 
days  visiting  his  three  daughters  at  Texas 
State  College  for  Women  at  Denton,  making 
two  appearances  in  Austin  to  fight  adverse 
legislation  and  managing  to  do  some  booking 
on  the  Row  for  the  Mission  at  Menard,  which 
he  somehow  finds  time  to  operate  in  addition 
to  his  many  other  duties. 

W.  W.  McNatt  and  wife  were  in  from  Naples 
where  they  own  and  operate  the  Inez  Thea- 
tre. They  own  four  other  small  theatres  in 
that  area.  Until  'a  short  time  ago  the  man- 
power problem  did  not  bother  them,  largely 
as  a result  of  their  large  family.  But  recently 
ihe  sons  and  sons-in-law  have  been  going  into 
the  armed  services. 

Raymond  Thompson  of  the  Mecca  and 
Texas  in  Jacksboro,  while  here  booking,  was 
asking  what  small  town  exhibitors  were  do- 
ing about  the  midnight  curfew.  He  said  he 
was  anxious  to  comply  but  those  extra  long 
features  just  naturally  go  a little  past  12 
o'clock.  He  said  he  could  understand  how 
theatres  running  all  day  in  big  towns  could 
adjust  there  schedules  to  12  o’clock  but  didn't 
see  how  small  town  houses  running  two  shows 
after  dark  could  always  make  the  12  o’clock 
curfew  right  on  the  dot. 

O.  A.  Smith  of  the  Alto  at  Alto  bought  a 
supply  of  aspen  wood  mats  to  fit  his  cooling 
system  while  here  booking  . . . E.  B.  Whorton 
of  the  Rule  at  Rule,  also  in  booking  said  re- 
cent rains  did  not  hit  his  area.  He  reported 
his  former  projectionist,  Cpl.  Eldon  Frazer, 
was  home  from  the  Pacific  area  after  three 
years  of  service.  He  was  in  the  New  Guinea 
and  Philippine  invasions  ...  A.  V.  Waid  of  the 
Majestic  at  Gainesville,  drove  in  Monday  and 
reported  that  a cloudburst  had  just  drenched 
his  town  an  inch  and  a half  of  rain  falling 
in  30  minutes.  A total  of  four  inches  came 
down  in  12  hours. 

G.  G.  Brown,  owner  of  the  Brownie  at  Bry- 
son, was  here  to  buy  a few  items  of  equip- 
ment, including  a new  screen  and  accessories 
for  use  in  his  projection  lamps.  He  is  a new- 
comer to  the  industry,  formerly  being  a 
farmer.  He  entered  a subscription  to  BOX- 
OFFICE. 

Lee  Smith  of  the  Texas  at  Knox  City, 
breeder  of  registered  Herefords  on  400  acres 
of  wheat  and  grain  land,  was  here  filling  his 
booking  chart.  He  had  been  at  Fort  Worth 
where  he  showed  some  of  his  stock  at  the  Fat 
Stock  Show. 

John  Franconi,  Texas  franchise  owner  of 
Film  Classics,  was  in  Chicago  as  a member 
of  the  FC  executive  committee  . . . L.  C. 
Baxley  of  the  Plaza  and  J.  S.  Groves  of  the 
Queen,  Houston,  were  in  introducing  a lawyer 
friend  around  the  Row.  There  was  no  special 
significance  to  the  attorney’s  presence,  and 
Baxley  and  Groves,  being  pranksters,  got  a 
lot  of  fun  out  of  it. 

H.  Ford  Taylor  of  the  Ritz  at  Ballinger, 
while  here  early  last  week,  said  he  would  open 
his  Ford  Theatre  at  Big  Lake  in  a few  days. 


With  him  was  R.  B.  Pruitt,  his  assistant 
manager  at  Ballinger,  and  W.  T.  Ash,  who 
will  manage  the  Big  Lake  house.  Ash  for- 
merly was  at  Dewey,  Okla.  Taylor  has  owned 
the  Big  Lake  house  two  years,  although  it 
has  been  operated  by  other  parties.  He  has 
revamped  and  re-equipped  the  place. 

C.  E.  Hilgers,  who  recently  gave  up  opera- 
tion of  the  Crawford  in  El  Paso  but  retained 
half  interest,  was  here  completing  final  ar- 
rangements for  new  pursuits  he  will  follow 
soon.  He  indicated  he  might  go  back  into 
film  distribution.  He  was  the  20th-Fox  man- 
ager here  before  resigning  to  go  to  El  Paso. 
The  H.  L.  Leon  circuit  is  now  operating  the 
Crawford  under  a half-interest  arrangement. 
Tom  Dunn,  Hilgers’  son-in-law,  and  former 
Warner  booker  before  going  to  El  Paso  to 
work  at  the  Crawford,  was  also  back  with 
C.  E. 

Jim  Tobola,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Best  Theatre  at  West,  was  in  booking  and 
acquiring  accessories.  Among  his  purchases 
were  upper  and  lower  magazines  for  his  pro- 
jectors. With  him  was  a son  Ludwik,  an  army 
sergeant  who  is  home  on  furlough  from  New 
Mexico.  Ludwik  formerly  helped  operate  the 
Best.  Son  Henry  has  been  overseas  two  years. 
He  now  is  on  Corsica. 

Neil  Fletcher,  treasurer  at  the  Palace,  is  in- 
heriting a neat  fortune  from  an  old  family 
friend.  He  has  been  in  California  attending 
to  legal  matters  . . . Ben  Golding  was  here 
from  Amarillo  to  wind  up  a few  strings  in 
connection  with  his  former  ownership  and 
operation  of  the  Texas  and  Rex  theatres 
which  he  sold  recently  to  W.  G.  Underwood 
and  C.  C.  Ezell.  Golding  now  plans  to  catch 
up  on  his  fishing.  He  thinks  Lake  Dallas  is 
among  the  best. 

Central  Texas  is  getting  full  of  Johnson 
grass  and  Ruckers.  The  mail  brought  a novel 
announcement  of  the  arrival  at  Round  Rock 
of  Wallace  Rucker  IV,  a baby  son  of  Capt. 
and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Rucker  III.  The  father  is 
owner  and  operator  of  the  Rock  Theatre  and 
he  is  W.  W.  No.  2.  The  announcement  was 
in  form  of  a theatre  ticket  issued  by  the 
“Stork  Theatre.” 

Mel  Turner  of  Decatur 
Busy  in  Broad  Span 

DECATUR,  GA. — Few  men  serve  their 
home  communities  in  as  many  diversified 
capacities  as  does  A.  Mell  Turner. 

He  operates  the  Decatur  Theatre. 

He  is  proprietor  of  Trinity  Chapel,  an  un- 
dertaking firm. 

He  is  state  senator  from  the  34th  (local) 
district. 

“Mell  makes  laws  for  his  people,  gives  them 
movies  that  make  them  die  laughing  and 
then  buries  ’em,”  cracked  a brother  showman. 


Sign  Big  Role  in  "Captain  Kidd" 

William  Farnum  has  been  signed  by  Bene- 
dict Bogeaus  for  an  important  role  in  “Cap- 
tain Kidd,”  a United  Artists  production. 


Don't  Want  Popular  Manager  Moved 


MEMPHIS — J.  R.  MacEachron,  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  city  manager  for  the  Malco  circuit, 
has  been  appointed  manager  of  the  Malco 
Theatre  here,  one  of  the  city’s  ace  houses. 
The  appointment  was  revealed  this  week 
when  the  trades  and  labor  council  at  Jack- 
son  protested  moving  MacEachron. 

The  labor  officials  wrote  M.  A.  Lightman 
sr.,  president  of  the  circuit,  and  N.  S.  Mc- 


Cord, secretary-treasurer,  requesting  that 
MacEachron  remain  in  Jackson  “because  of 
the  active  part  he  has  played  in  civic  and 
religious  groups.”  Edwin  P.  Sapinsley,  Mal- 
co official,  said  “nothing  definite  has  been 
settled”  since  the  protest  was  received. 

MacEachron  would  replace  Myron  Meyer, 
who  would  be  promoted  to  the  bookkeeping 
department  at  Malco  headquarters. 
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L&J  Manager  Shifts 
Al  Macon  Theatres 

MACON,  GA.— Four  managerial  changes 
in  local  Lucas  & Jenkins  theatres  were  an- 
nounced by  Lamar  Swift,  city  manager. 

Holt  Gewinner  jr.  has  taken  over  at  the 
Ritz,  John  Gardner  at  the  Rialto,  Jack 
Crutchfield  at  the  East  Macon  and  Thelma 
Thorpe  at  the  Capital. 

Gewinner,  a veteran  of  the  present  war, 
was  formerly  on  the  staff  of  WMAZ,  Macon, 
as  a newscaster  and  commentator.  He  has 
been  an  advertising  man  and  has  done  much 
free  lance  writing.  He  replaces  Clarence 
Cherry,  who  left  the  Ritz  to  enter  another 
field  of  business. 

Gardner,  also  a war  veteran,  has  served  as 
assistant  manager  of  the  Rialto  for  the  past 
year.  He  was  affiliated  with  the  staffs  of 
several  theatres  in  the  north. 

Crutchfield  was  relief  manager  at  the  Ritz 
before  going  to  the  East  Macon,  where  he 
replaces  Mrs.  Dorothy  Pirog  who  retired  be- 
cause of  illness.  Miss  Thorpe  formerly  was 
assistant  manager  and  secretary  at  the  Caro- 
lina Theatre,  Lexington,  N.  C.,  and  has  served 
on  the  staff  of  the  Grand  Theatre  here. 

Says  New  York  Critics 
Are  "Smarty  Pants" 

From  Midwest  Edition 

MINNEAPOLIS— Jules  L.  Steele,  veteran 
St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press  motion  picture  editor, 
doesn’t  think  much  of  New  York  motion 
picture  critics.  He  spanks  them  soundly  in 
a recent  Sunday  column. 

What  prompted  the  Steele  slap  was  the 
claim  by  Arthur  L.  Mayer,  New  York  film 
man  that  screen  critics  in  effect  are  pretty 
much  “all  wet.”  This  may  be  true  of  the  New 
York  critics  admits  Steele.  But  he  insists 
critics  outside  of  the  big  metropolis  aren’t 
guilty  of  the  failings  cited  by  Mayer  and  the 
latter’s  attitude  is  “unfair”  to  the  clan 
generally. 

As  for  the  New  York  critics  they  have  a 
“smarty  pants”  attitude  and  think  they’re 
too  bright  for  their  jobs,  in  Steele’s  opinion. 

“The  attitude  taken  by  Mr.  Mayer,  I think, 
is  an  unfair  one,  as  what  may  hold  good  in 
New  York  certainly  does  not  predominate 
over  the  country,”  wrote  Steele.  “New  York 
critics,  I have  held  for  some  time,  are  in  a 
class  by  themselves.  They  approach  the  writ- 
ing of  each  review  with  a sort  of  smarty- 
pants  attitude.  They  seem  to  assume  they 
are  really  too  bright  for  their  jobs,  taking 
infinite  pains  to  impress  their  readers  of 
this. 

“Their  wild  chases  for  originality  in  every 
sentence  often  leads  them  to  a hodgepodge 
of  scintillating  witticisms  in  which  the  pic- 
ture under  consideration  is  more  or  less  lost 
sight  of  entirely.  The  same  state  of  affairs, 
I am  constrained  to  comment,  exists  among 
most  radio  movie  critics. 

“In  other  words  they  seek  to  obtrude  their 
writing  personalities  on  their  readers,  whether 
or  not  the  latter  welcome  them.  It  is  there- 
fore small  wonder  that  the  public  loses  faith 
in  the  value  of  the  reviews,  granted  they 
have  read  them  in  the  first  place. 

“Perhaps  it  is  well  that  Mr.  Mayer  is  now 
in  the  Pacific  area.  It  will  preserve  him  from 
withering  blasts  of  sarcasm,  aimed  with  more 
or  less  accuracy  by  profound  New  York  movie 
reviewers  of  whom  there  are  less  than  a dozen. 
There  are  more  than  1,400  movie  reviewers 
in  the  U.S.,  I am  informed.” 


"Souls  for  Sale"  Stopped 

KNOXVILLE— Tim  Smith,  operator  of  the 
Rialto,  was  notified  by  police  not  to  show 
“Souls  for  Sale”  after  the  picture  had  been 
condemned  by  the  Knoxville  motion  picture 
committee. 


A Gl  Sends  Back  War  Travelog 


CHARLOTTE  — Larry  Waters,  who  was 
manager  of  the  Charlotte  Theatre  before 
Uncle  Sam  drafted  him,  sent  Walter  Griffith, 
present  manager,  a letter  in  war  travelog 
form. 

GI  Waters  now  is  somewhere  in  Luxemborg 
with  the  air  force.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  style,  aboard  the  Queen  Elizabeth,  though 
the  luxury  liner  isn’t  what  it  used  to  be,  take 
it  from  Waters.  He  says  that  it  was  so  heavily 
loaded  that  each  stateroom  had  a double 
quota  of  men  assigned  to  it,  and  the  order 
was  24  hours  in  the  stateroom  and  24  hours 
cn  deck. 

“We  were  not  destined  to  stay  long  any 
place,  and  soon  our  travels  started.  The  next 
station  was  close  by  a medium-sized  town  (in 
England).  We  were  the  first  Yanks  to  be 
in  the  territory  and  the  people  made  us  wel- 
come.” 

He  managed  to  squeeze  in  a few  visits  to 
London  on  three-day  passes  and  tells  of  the 
visits  to  the  historical  spots.  Waters  also  vis- 
ited Cambridge  and  Oxford,  Bath,  Bourne- 
mouth, Salisbury  and  a number  of  smaller 
towns  familiar  to  the  American  people. 

“Fireworks  Display  Was  Great” 

After  ten  months,  Waters’  outfit  set  out  for 
France.  The  time  was  shortly  after  D Day, 
the  crossing  aboard  an  LST  uneventful.  “We 
came  into  France  the  night  before  the  Life’s 
pictures  of  the  invasion  were  taken,  and  I 
know  the  display  of  fireworks  was  just  as 
great  that  night.  It  was  both  magnificent 
and  fearful.  Yes,  we  were  plenty  nervous  as 
we  started  up  that  dusty  road  that  led  us  to 
our  first  air  strip.  The  front  lines  were  un- 
comfortably close,  but  we  soon  grew  accus- 
tomed to  the  noise  and  settled  down  to  our 
work  and  had  the  planes  coming  and  going.” 

Later,  the  outfit  moved  on  to  Caen  and 
was  only  a mile  or  so  from  the  front.  Waters 
did  a bit  of  traveling  around  the  Cherbourg 
Peninsula.  Somewhere  along  the  way,  he  re- 
ports, he  and  his  buddies  became  acquainted 
with  the  famous  French  knockout  twins, 
cognac  and  calvados. 

“The  first  time  I saw  Paris,”  Waters  con- 
tinued, “in  fact  the  only  time  so  far,  was 
when  we  were  moving  to  another  captured 


airdrome  in  northern  France.  We  didn’t  have 
time  to  stop  and  look  around  but  saw  the 
Eiffel  Tower,  Arc  de  Triomphe  and  other 
points  of  interest.” 

The  next  stop  was  Reims,  the  famous 
Cathedral  town.  Waters  spoke  of  Jeanne 
D’arc  and  the  world’s  largest  champagne  fac- 
tories, both  identified  with  Reims.  Next  came 
quarters  in  Caserne  Miribel,  old  French  bar- 
racks at  Verdun.  Metz  was  the  next  place 
of  unpacking.  Waters  didn’t  stop  there,  al- 
though his  travelog  did. 

The  A.  B.  Morrison  Fund 
Already  Passes  $2,000 

MEMPHIS — A.  B.  Morrison,  dean  of  Mem- 
phis theatre  men  who  for  many  years  was 
manager  of  Warners  Theatre,  will  receive  a 
gift  from  his  many  Memphis  friends  March  28. 
It  will  be  a clear  title  to  his  home  and 
enough  cash  to  assure  him  some  of  the  com- 
forts of  life  for  a long  time.  Morrison  now 
is  an  invalid  suffering  from  an  injury  re- 
ceived a few  years  ago. 

Already  advance  ticket  sales  have  passed 
$1,000  for  the  dance  and  party  being  staged 
in  his  honor  at  the  Fairgrounds  Casino  next 
Wednesday  by  old  friends  in  the  theatre 
business.  Contributions  to  the  fund— in  ad- 
dition to  ticket  sales — have  passed  another 
$1,000.  The  largest  to  date  was  $500  from 
Hoyte  Wooten,  director  of  WREC.  The  funds 
are  being  acknowledged  in  the  Press-Scimi- 
tar which  is  giving  daily  publicity  to  the 
party. 


Slips  on  Film  ' Journey / 
Takes  Trip  to  Hospital 

Carthage,  Miss. — George  Chadwick  of 
the  Fox  Theatre  was  changing  the  sign 
on  his  marquee  when  he  slipped  and  fell 
from  the  ladder,  breaking  his  arm.  He 
is  now  in  a hospital  in  Jackson.  Title  of 
the  picture  was  “Desperate  Journey.” 


“COOLINGS” 

Get  Ready  Now  — Do  Not  Wait  Until  a Hot  Day 

1.  Clean,  paint  your  cooling  plant  for  protection 

2.  Clean,  oil  motors,  pumps,  etc. 

3.  Check  fuses  and  wiring 

and  order  now  while  we  have  them 


Aspin  Wood  Excelsior  Mats 

(Sizes  in  stock  now) 


Mat  Number  Approximate  size  in  inches  Price  FOB  Dallas 


51  33  x 33  x 3. 

52  27  x 29  x 3 

53  28  x 57  x 3 

54  37  x 51  x 3. 

56  23  x 49  x 3 

57  17  x 52  x 3. 


.$1.50  each 
. 1.50  " 

. 2.40  '' 

. 2.70  " 

. 1.95  " 

. 1.90  " 


Order  now  as  we  do  not  know  what  the  supply  will  be.  Figure  the  square 
foot  area  and  order  the  pads  to  cover  same. 


HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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7J  Raleigh  reporter  covering  state  affairs 
writes:  “Strenuous  work  in  the  drive  to- 
ward adjournment  had  caused  some  frayed 
tempers  among  assemblymen,  but  most  of 
them  can  still  take  time  out  for  a little 
pleasantly.  There  was  the  instance  when  the 
senate  health  committee  was  considering  the 
house  bill  giving  the  health  and  welfare  de- 
partments supervision  of  county  jails.  Sen. 
Roy  Rowe  (Pender  Theatre,  Burgaw)  had 
moved  for  an  unfavorable  report,  but  after  a 
little  more  discussion  he  said:  ‘Mr.  Chairman, 
I desire  to  withdraw  that  motion.  I still  think 
this  is  not  a very  good  bill,  but  I know  it’s 
going  to  pass.  It  has  been  very  successfully 
lobbied  by  a number  of  charming  women 
and  we’d  just  as  well  yield  to  the  inevitable.’  ” 

Cathryn  Cathey,  23,  Gastonia  Little  Theatre 
product,  has  signed  a contract  with  Colum- 
bia and  now  is  in  dramatic  training  at  Holly- 
wood and  under  Columbia  sponsorship  is  ap- 
pearing with  the  Rainbow  Players  at  their 
theatre  in  Hollywood.  Her  first  stage  appear- 
ance was  as  a girl  in  the  chorus  of  a revue 
presented  at  Gastonia’s  annual  cotton  festi- 
val. Later,  she  took  a navy  department  job 
ing  Washington  modeling  WAVE  uniforms. 
The  late  McClelland  Barclay,  then  doing  naval 
recruiting  posters,  discovered  her  and  she 
went  to  New  York  as  a Barclay  model.  Then 
she  became  a protege  of  Rosemary  Ames, 
and  soon  had  a Hollywood  screen  test.  Miss 
Cathey  formerly  worked  in  Gastonia  behind 
the  counter  of  a variety  store. 

John  A.  Bachman,  manager  of  Warner 
Bros.,  has  returned  from  a district  meeting  at 
Memphis  ...  A.  Pete  Lassiter,  Conway  The- 
atre and  the  Levon  in  Weldon,  N.  C.,  has 
taken  over  the  operation  of  the  Littleton 
Theatre,  Littleton,  N.  C.,  from  T.  R.  Walker. 

A.  F.  Sams  jr.,  president  of  the  Theatre 
Owners  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  has 
called  a meeting  of  the  directors  at  11  a.  m. 
March  26,  at  Hotel  Charlotte  to  hear  com- 
mittee reports  . . . Catherine  Smart,  daugh- 
ter of  Roy  L.  Smart  of  North  Carolina  The- 
atres, has  been  elected  business  manager  of 
the  Brambler,  student  literary  magazine  of 
Sweet  Briar  College.  Miss  Smart,  a junior,  is 
one  of  15  Sweet  Briar  students  who  are  Red 
Cross  nurses’  aides,  serving  as  volunteers  in 
the  Lynchburg  General  Hospital  on  Saturdays 
and  Sundays. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Massie,  Park  Theatre, 
Waynesville,  are  visiting  their  daughter  in 
Tennessee  . . . R.  L.  Burgin  expects  to  open 
his  Burgin  Theatre  in  Robbinsville  this  sum- 
mer. It  has  been  closed  since  January  . . . 
J.  W.  Griffin  has  rebuilt  the  Pastime,  de- 


stroyed by  a fire,  in  Forest  City,  and  expects 
to  open  in  about  three  weeks.  He  also  oper- 
ates the  Romina  in  Forest  City. 

Ben  Pons,  Albert  Garrou,  George  Carpen- 
ter and  Verne  Benfield  of  the  Colonial  The- 
atres Co.,  Valdese,  attended  the  annual  Myers 
Park  open  golf  tournament  here.  Mrs.  Roy 
Brauer,  wife  of  Universal’s  Atlanta  manager, 
also  was  at  the  tournament  . . . Capt.  John 
W.  Curtis,  son  of  Mrs.  Runa  Curtis,  owner  of 
the  Curtis  Theatre  in  Liberty,  is  home  on 
furlough  after  two  years  in  the  air  corps  in 
the  Pacific.  He  is  a bomber  pilot. 

New  employes  at  Universal  are  Edith  Camp- 
bell, general  clerk,  and  Bernice  Funderburke, 
bookers’  stenographer  . . . Max  Bryant, 
chairman  of  Variety’s  polio  committee,  has 
announced  that  two  pianos  are  needed  at 
the  polio  section  in  Memorial  Hospital.  Tom 
Little  of  B&L  Enterprises  immediately  do- 
nated one  but  the  committee  still  is  looking 
for  another  . . . Mrs.  Tom  Little  heads  the 
Variety  Club  committee  in  charge  of  the 
Easter  party  at  Memorial  Hospital,  set  for 
Saturday  afternoon,  March  31,  for  the  110 
polio  victims. 

Visitors  on  the  Row:  Clinton  Whitlock, 
Hannah  Pickett,  East  Rockingham;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Picquet,  Carolina,  Southern 
Pines;  Tom  Fleming,  Sylvia  at  York;  Roy 
P.  Rosser,  Temple  at  Sanford;  J.  B.  Jones, 
Carolina  at  McColl;  R.  S.  Rogers  jr.,  Cheraw 
at  Cheraw;  Lyle  M.  Wilson,  Peoples  at  Roa- 
noke Rapids;  J.  J.  Booth,  Palmetto  at  Wal- 
nut Grove;  O.  T.  Kirby,  Palace  at  Roxboro; 
W.  J.  Allen,  Allen  at  North  Wilkesboro. 

RKO  Notes:  The  Ned  Depinet  drive  na- 
tional crew  were  here  conferring  with  Man- 
ager Rovy  Branon  and  salesmen  Gen  Dyer, 
Bob  Masterman,  Bill  Sims  and  Roger  Mitchell. 
The  group  included  Bob  Folliard,  drive  cap- 
tain; Harry  Michalson,  Frank  Drumm  and 
Dave  Prince  . . . Elmer  Sedin,  home  office 
representative,  is  at  the  local  office  on  one 
of  his  regular  visits.  He  has  his  wife  and 
child  with  him  . . . Jack  Webb,  former  booker, 
is  on  furlough  from  Ft.  Bragg  . . . Jule  Wil- 
liamson, office  manager,  is  now  stationed  at 
Ft.  Blanding,  Fla.  . . . Manager  R'ovy  Branon 
has  just  received  a letter  from  Tom  Watson, 
former  salesman,  who  is  now  a sergeant  in 
India  with  a bomber  command  . . . Bill 
Andrew,  former  office  manager,  is  in  Italy 
. . . George  Rogers,  booker,  has  resigned  to 
join  the  Pepsodent  company  . . . Mrs.  Louise 
Glaunsinger,  inspector,  has  been  called  to 
Williamsburg,  Ohio,  because  of  the  serious 
illness  of  her  mother. 


Complete 

POSTER  SERVICE 

Send  us  your  accessory 
orders  for  best  service! 

Send  us  your  return  paper 
for  maximum  credit. 

SOUTHEASTERN 

POSTER  EXCHANGE 

"Serving  the  Southeast" 

163  Walton  St.,  N.  W..  Atlanta  1,  Ga. 


A.  Gove  Kent  New  Office 
Chief  Aide  at  Mohme 

SAN  ANTONIO — A.  Gove  Kent  has  been 
appointed  assistant  manager  of  the  Clasa- 
Mohme  film  office  here.  He  comes  from 
Los  Angeles  and  is  well  known  in  Mexico 
as  a superimposed-title  writer. 


Theatre  Planned  in  Byrnes  Down 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C. — The  Pastime  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  operator  of  six  theatres  here,  has 
purchased  an  option  on  a site  in  Byrnes 
Down,  St.  Andrew’s  parish  subdivision,  and 
plans  to  build  a theatre  with  500-seat  ca- 
pacity as  soon  as  materials  are  available. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

10th  FL,  2nd  Unit,  Santa  Fe  Bldg.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  COv  INC*  Dallas,  Tex. 


Nick  and  Wesion  Doff 
U.S.  Prison  Uniforms 

From  Central  Edition 

ST.  LOUIS — Paroles  granted  recently  to 
John  P.  Nick,  former  first  vice-president  of 
the  IATSE,  and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  one-time 
business  agent  for  the  projectionists  local 
No.  143,  give  the  federal  government  some 
semblance  of  control  over  their  future  activi- 
ties. 

Nick  was  released  from  the  federal  peni- 
tentiary at  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  and  Weston 
from  the  prison  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  March 
7,  some  six  months  before  they  would  have 
been  eligible  for  outright  release,  with  no 
strings  attached. 

Both  men  were  convicted  September  18, 
1940,  in  the  U.S.  district  court  here  on  11 
counts  charging  violations  of  provisions  of 
the  federal  antiracketeering  law,  but  were 
not  sentenced  until  January  2,  1942,  when 
prison  terms  of  five  years  and  fines  of 
$10,000  were  imposed.  It  is  understood  these 
fines  have  not  been  paid. 

Terms  Not  Disclosed 

Judge  T.  Weber  Wilson  of  the  federal  pa- 
role board  in  Washington  has  declined  to 
reveal  the  terms  of  the  paroles  nor  would 
he  furnish  the  names  of  those  who  had 
interceded  on  behalf  of  Nick  and  Weston. 
Under  the  general  terms  of  such  paroles 
the  men  must  report  to  a federal  parole  of- 
ficer at  least  once  a month,  remain  in  the 
general  area  of  their  homes  and  not  engage 
in  any  illegal  activity. 

Nick  and  Weston  were  found  guilty  of  ex- 
torting $6,500  from  various  theatre  owners 
in  1937  on  the  promise  to  drop  a demand 
for  an  exorbitant  increase  in  wages  of 
union  projectionists.  There  was  also  evi- 
dence that  Weston  obtained  a $2,000  “loan” 
about  the  time  the  Fanchon  & Marco  inter- 
ests reopened  the  Orpheum  Theatre  which 
they  had  taken  over  from  Warner  Bros. 
There  was  also  evidence  at  their  trial  that 
theatre  owners  were  forced  to  buy  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Cooperative  Sound  Service  Supply 
Co.,  which  they  controlled  at  that  time. 

Nick  at  Hospital 

Both  men  originally  were  taken  to  the 
model  new  prison  at  Terre  Haute,  but  Nick 
some  time  later  was  transferred  to  Leaven- 
worth and  subsequently  spent  much  time  in 
the  federal  hospital  for  prisoners  near 
Springfield,  Mo.  For  a number  of  years  he 
has  suffered  severely  from  arthritis.  It  is 
understood  that  when  his  condition  per- 
mitted he  operated  a projection  machine 
when  motion  picture  shows  were  given  for 
inmates  at  the  federal  hospital. 

Nick,  on  orders  of  the  IATSE,  took  over 
control  of  Local  No.  143  in  1935  and  installed 
Weston  as  the  business  manager.  Several 
years  later  a large  faction  in  the  union 
objected  to  the  Nick-Weston  regime  and  filed 
receivership  proceedings  and  Circuit  Judge 
Ernest  F.  Oakley  subsequently  ousted  the 
pair  from  control. 

Noblesville,  IncL  Approves 
Curfew  for  All  Under  18 

Frcm  Central  Edition 

NOBLESVILLE,  IND.— By  a majority  of 
one  the  city  council  approved  a curfew  ordi- 
nance to  keep  boys  and  girls  under  18  off  the 
streets  between  10:30  p.  m.  and  4 a.  m„  un- 
less they  can  show  they  are  going  to  or  from 
work.  Parents  or  others  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  children  are  subject  to  fines 
up  to  $50.  Mayor  E.  R.  Fertig  sponsored  the 
new  ordinance  but  some  of  the  councilmen 
thought  the  measure  too  drastic  and  would 
not  support  it. 
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Opposes  Ihe  Creaiion 
Of  Downtown  Hubs 

TORONTO — Mayor  Robert  H.  Saunders  in 
an  address  at  the  luncheon  of  the  Toronto 
Theatre  Managers  Ass’n  in  the  King  Edward 
Hotel  issued  a warning  of  the  disastrous 
effects  upon  the  business  life  of  scattered 
communities  in  Toronto  if  the  proposed  rapid 
transit  system  is  constructed  by  the  Toronto 
transportation  commission  as  a postwar  proj- 
ect at  an  estimated  cost  of  $51,000,000.  The 
plan  involves  the  building  of  two  subways. 

Mayor  Saunders  opposed  the  scheme,  de- 
clared the  project  would  serve  to  concentrate 
business  activities  in  the  central  downtown 
section  at  the  expense  of  outlying  business 
communities.  He  pointed  to  the  important 
clusters  of  stores  and  offices  in  suburban 
sections,  including  the  neighborhood  theatre. 
In  his  opinion  such  communities  would  lose 
business  to  the  downtown  business  area 
through  the  quick  service  provided  for  in  the 
proposed  subways.  He  felt  the  taxpayers’ 
money  could  be  spent  to  better  advantage 
without  disruption  of  existing  business  ar- 
rangements, and  said  he  was  ready  and 
anxious  to  receive  suggestions  for  surface 
improvements  for  the  relief  of  postwar  traffic 
congestion. 

Saunders  asked  the  theatre  managers  to 
help  stimulate  discussions  among  the  busi- 
ness men  of  the  districts  and  arouse  them 
on  the  rapid  transit  proposal.  He  invited 
the  views  of  the  taxpayers  on  alternate  traf- 
fic plans. 

In  opening  the  luncheon  meeting,  Presi- 
dent George  Morrell,  manager  of  the  St. 
Clair,  said  the  18  managers  of  the  associ- 
ation represented  an  aggregate  of  456  years 
of  experience  in  theatre  operation.  The  scope 
of  the  association  was  broadened  to  permit 
the  acceptance  of  managers  of  the  downtown 
theatres — the  Imperial,  Shea’s  and  the  Ti- 
voli— as  members  of  the  organization. 

Morris  Stein,  eastern  division  general  man- 
ager of  Famous  Players,  was  a guest.  Mayor 
Saunders  was  introduced  by  Manager  A1 
Sedgwick  of  the  Belsize  and  was  thanked  by 
Manager  Charlie  Querrie  of  the  Palace,  who 
has  been  known  for  many  years  as  the  un- 
official mayor  of  the  Danforth  district  in 
northeastern  Toronto. 

Board  Gives  Music  Royalty 
Authority  to  Two  Firms 

OTTAWA — Justice  J.  T.  Thorson,  chair- 
man of  the  copyright  appeal  board,  issued 
authority  to  two  musical  royalty  organiza- 
tions to  collect  specified  amounts  this  year 
from  radio  broadcasting  stations  for  the  use 
of  controlled  compositions.  The  total  for  the 
Canadian  Performing  Right  Society  was  cut 
from  the  requested  $247,926  to  $141,672.  The 
latter  was  a slight  increase  over  the  license 
fees  of  $138,310  imposed  by  that  society  in 
1944  but  far  less  than  what  had  been  asked 
for  this  year. 

Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  of  Canada  was  grant- 
ed permission  to  impose  $17,709  on  radio  sta- 
tions, which  was  the  total  of  fees  asked  for, 
compared  with  $17,288  collected  last  year. 

There  was  no  application  this  year  from 
the  American  Performing  Right  Society,  New 
York,  while  there  was  no  change  in  the 
schedule  of  copyright  fees  imposed  on  the- 
atre owners  on  a seat  tax  basis,  which  scales 
up  to  15  cents  per  seat  per  year  for  the 
larger  theatres  in  important  municipalities. 


With  a Roadshow  Now 

CALGARY — Bernie  Head,  frequent  visitor 
to  the  city  in  the  days  when  the  Ringling 
Bros,  circus  toured  the  prairies,  was  around 
the  newspapers  here  renewing  old  friend- 
ships. He  was  here  as  manager  of  the  Black- 
stone  magical  roadshow. 
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Fight  Fire  on  Stage 
As  Show  Goes  On 

Montreal — A fire  that  broke  out  on  the 
stage  behind  the  curtain  of  the  Chateau 
Theatre,  6956  St.  Denis  St.,  was  almost 
out  before  the  patrons  realized  that  the 
noise  behind  the  screen  was  not  being 
made  by  property  men.  Firemen,  with 
hose  and  sprinklers,  extinguished  the 
fire  originating  in  furniture  used  in  con- 
nection with  amateur  programs  staged  at 
the  theatre.  The  blaze  was  discovered 
by  an  attendant  who  called  the  firemen 
by  phone. 

When  the  smoke  managed  to  seep 
through  into  the  auditorium,  the  audi- 
ence remained  quiet  after  being  told  the 
fire  was  confined  to  the  rear  of  the 
building.  The  film  program  continued 
uninterrupted. 

The  damage  is  estimated  at  $2,000. 

Calgary  Is  Assured 
Big,  New  Theatre 

CALGARY — Kinema  Amusements,  Ltd., 
operator  of  the  suburban  Tivoli  and  Kinema 
theatres  here,  will  build  a large,  thoroughly 
modern  theatre  on  17th  Ave.  at  14th  St.,  S.  J. 
Helman,  solicitor  for  the  company,  an- 
nounced. 

Helman  said  that  while  the  lots  had  been 
secured  and  plans  drawn  up  by  the  same 
Winnipeg  architect  Who  designed  the  popular 
Tivoli,  he  was  doubtful  if  the  authorities 
would  grant  a permit  to  begin  construction 
until  after  the  war.  He  indicated  that  the 
new  theatre  would  be  designed  along  the 
same  style  as  the  Tivoli  but  would  be  larger. 

Kinema  Amusements  bought  the  three  lots 
from  the  city  at  the  price  of  $1,553. 

More  Money  Is  Requested 
For  Ontario  Censorship 

TORONTO — Apart  from  the  fact  no  new 
taxation  or  tax  revision  accompanied  the 
presentation  of  the  budget  of  L.  M.  Frost, 
provincial  treasurer,  in  the  Ontario  legis- 
lature, considerable  film  trade  interest  at- 
taches to  the  1945-46  estimates  which  were 
presented  at  the  same  time.  The  appropri- 
ation asked  for  the  motion  picture  censor- 
ship and  theatres  inspection  branch  was 
$42,200,  compared  with  $33,851  for  the  past 
fiscal  year. 

It  was  reported  that  last  year’s  revenue  for 
this  branch  was  $195,609,  comprising  $105,268 
for  film  censorship  fees,  $89,937  from  the  li- 
censes of  theatres  and  projectionists  and  $403 
from  miscellaneous  sources.  Paid  out  in  sal- 
aries for  censors  and  other  permanent  in- 
spectors and  employes  was  $23,829  and  for 
temporary  employes  $4,605 ; traveling  expenses 
totaled  $2,900  and  the  office  maintenance 
cost  totaled  $2,516. 

Estimates  for  the  coming  12  months  pro- 
vide $35,200  for  salaries;  $4,000  for  inspec- 
tors’ traveling  expenses  arid  $3,000  for 
maintenance. 


If  s Hope  vs.  Crosby  Again 

TORONTO — It  will  be  Hope  vs.  Crosby  in 
downtown  Toronto  for  Easter  week,  accord- 
ing to  advance  bookings.  Bing  Crosby  in 
“Here  Come  the  WAVES”  will  be  at  Shea’s 
while  the  Imperial  will  have  Bob  Hope  in 
“The  Princess  and  the  Pirate.”  In  the  mean- 
time, “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  is  holding 
forth  at  Shea’s  for  its  first  Canadian  run. 


Male  Lead  in  "Some  Call  It  Love" 

Columbia  has  given  Lee  Bowman  the  top 
male  spot  in  “Some  Call  It  Love.” 


FPC  Circuit  Making 
Ready  for  Postwar 

TORONTO — In  line  with  preparations  for 
postwar  expansion,  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.  has  announced  a number  of  pro- 
motions within  its  organization  in  keeping 
with  its  policy  of  drawing  on  its  own  per- 
sonnel for  the  filling  of  executive  positions. 

Important  among  the  changes  is  the  ap- 
pointment of  Frank  H.  Kershaw,  supervisor 
of  theatres  in  downtown  Vancouver  and  Vic- 
toria, B.  C.,  to  take  charge  of  the  expansion 
program  of  General  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  a 
subsidiary  of  FPC  for  the  distribution  of 
equipment  and  supplies.  The  scope  of  this 
company  is  being  extended  by  the  opening 
of  branch  offices  and  warehouses  at  Van- 
couver, Winnipeg  and  St.  John  to  complete 
facilities  for  each  on  the  key  film  centers  of 
the  Dominion. 

Two  Branches  for  Years 

General  Theatre  Supply  has  had  branches 
at  Toronto  and  Montreal  for  years.  It  is  an- 
nounced that  Peter  D.  Brown  will  continue 
to  have  direction  of  the  operations  of  the 
company. 

F.  H.  Gow,  supervisor  of  suburban  theatres 
at  Vancouver  and  of  circuit  houses  in  the 
British  Columbia,  has  been  promoted  to  be 
general  district  manager  for  the  whole  of 
British  Columbia  while  Maynard  S.  Joiner 
takes  over  the  position  of  district  manager 
for  downtown  theatres  in  Vancouver  and  Vic- 
toria. Charles  Doctor,  manager  of  the 
Dominion,  Vancouver,  has  succeeded  Joiner  at 
the  Vancouver  Capitol;  Dave  Borland  of  the 
Capitol  at  Prince  Rupert,  B.  C„  follows  Doc- 
tor at  the  Dominion  and  Harry  Black  is  pro- 
moted from  the  Capitol  at  Penticton  to  the 
Capitol,  Prince  Rupert. 

Plan  for  Service  Men 

Plans  also  have  been  discussed  for  the  re- 
establishment of  the  many  FPC  employes  re- 
turning from  duty  with  the  armed  services  of 
Canada  and  the  U.S.  The  movement  will  re- 
quire much  consideration  because  of  the  large 
number  of  employes,  practically  1,000,  who 
have  joined  the  colors  since  August  1939. 

FPC  has  given  assurance  of  a definite  de- 
sire to  re-establish  the  many  men  and  wom- 
en who  have  been  granted  leave  to  serve  in 
the  armed  forces  and  to  cooperate  with  the 
government  in  the  smoothing  out  of  prob- 
lems which  arise  in  the  transition  from  a war 
basis  to  peace. 

British  Propaganda  Film 
Depicts  Red  Friendship 

TORONTO — The  National  Council  for  Ca- 
nadian-Soviet Friendship  was  scheduled  to 
present  here  this  week  (23)  at  a private 
showing,  “Demi-Paradise,”  a British  propa- 
ganda film,  starring  Laurence  Olivier,  which 
portrays  the  development  of  Anglo-Soviet 
friendship.  The  program  was  opened  with 
an  address  by  W.  L.  Brockington,  and  a re- 
ception in  the  Russian  style  followed  the  film 
showing. 

Invitations  to  the  function  were  mailed  to 
heads  of  business,  professional,  labor  and 
community  organizations.  In  his  letter  of 
invitation,  R.  H.  Davis,  national  president  of 
the  council,  explained:  “This  event  was  made 
possible  by  the  kindness  of  J.  Arthur  Rank, 
distinguished  motion  picture  producer.  He 
intended  that  the  occasion  should  help  the 
council’s  important  work.  Admission  will 
therefore  be  by  subscription  which  is  de- 
ductible for  income  tax.” 


E.  A.  Zorn  at  Calgary 

CALGARY  — E.  A.  Zorn,  district  manager 
for  Famous  Players  Canadian  in  the  prairie 
provinces,  was  here  four  days,  coming  from 
the  coast  via  Edmonton. 
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TXTalter  Pyle  is  erecting  a new  theatre  to 
” seat  455  in  Central  Butte,  Sask.,  and 
W.  H.  B.  Sharp  of  Sharpe’s  circuit,  Calgary, 
has  sold  the  Opera,  Rimbey,  Alta,  to  Bert 
Headley,  who  operates  the  theatre  in  Ponoka, 
Alta. 

Increased  picture  production  in  Canada  is 
hinted  in  offers  being  given  Hollywood  tal- 
ent to  work  for  International  Film  Artists, 
Ltd.,  which  proposes  to  build  a new  studio 
near  Vancouver  (just  talking  stage  so  far). 
Columbia  used  the  Victoria  and  Vancouver 
Island  district  for  turning  out  quota  pic- 
tures before  the  war  and  M-G-M  have  made 
two  pictures  there  recently,  the  last  being 
“Son  of  Lassie.” 

Projectionists  being  trained  by  the  Cana- 
dian army  for  the  operation  of  16mm  ma- 
chines may  give  the  narrow  gauge  field  a 
postwar  boost.  One  hundred  and  twenty  pro- 
jectionists have  already  been  turned  out  at 
the  Regina  training  school.  These  boys  and 
other  graduates  are  seen  by  some  observers 
as  the  ready-made  market  for  the  16mm 
outfits  to  tour  the  small  towns  on  the  prairies 
. . . Gordon  Jackson,  projectionist  at  the 
Capitol,  Port  Alberni,  is  now  at  the  Metro, 
New  Westminster.  Jackson  has  several  film- 
saver  inventions  to  his  credit.  One  of  them 
has  been  given  the  okay  by  Canadian  Kodac. 
Patents  have  been  issued  to  Jackson. 


Racing  officials  said  if  the  tax  was  put  into 
effect  they  would  not  operate  as  the  $500 
a day  would  break  the  back  of  the  business 
which  they  say  is  taxed  to  the  limit  now. 
The  theatres  escaped  any  increases  this  year. 

Marshall  Neilan’s  first  production  under 
his  new  contract  with  20th-Fox  is  a Cana- 
dian war  bond  short,  “All  Star  Bond  Rally,” 
with  Michael  Audley  as  director.  It  will  be 
a two-reel  subject  featuring  Bing  Crosby, 
Bob  Hope  and  the  Andrews  Sisters. 

It  is  reported  that  the  lease  on  the  down- 
town Lyric  here  will  be  taken  over  by  Famous 
Players  Canadian  when  it  expires  in  June 
1945.  Bob  Scott,  the  present  leaseholder,  says 
he  has  an  option  for  a five-year  renewal  and 
intends  to  stay  on.  Owner  of  the  Lyric  is  an 
English  estate.  It  will  be  interesting  to 
see  who  gets  this  theatre,  which  is  the  old 
Orpheum  in  the  days  of  the  Orpheum  vaude- 
ville circuit.  It  seats  1,281  and  is  a block 
from  the  Capitol  and  Orpheum  theatres, 
both  under  the  FPC  banner,  but  with  the 
Rank-Odeon  circuit  putting  on  the  pres- 
sure FPC  is  not  taking  any  chances  on  los- 
ing this  choice  spot. 

Damage  estimated  at  $4,000  was  done  to 
station  CFAC  in  Calgary  recently  when  fire 
destroyed  the  audition  room. 


Ken  McRea,  former  manager  of  a Famous 
Players  theatre  here  now  in  the  navy  as  com- 
mander of  the  HMCS  Discovery,  has  been 
promoted  to  commander  officer  of  the  naval 
division.  He  was  wounded  while  serving  in 
the  Mediterranean  . . . Michael  Mandzuk 
was  sentenced  to  two  years  in  the  peni- 
tentiary for  retaining  $800  worth  of  motion 
picture  equipment  which  had  been  stolen 
from  a National  Film  Board  automobile 
here. 

Leon  Shelly  of  Vancouver  Motion  Pictures, 
Inc.,  will  open  offices  soon  in  Toronto,  Mon- 
treal and  other  Canadian  cities,  it  was  an- 
nounced here  recently  . . . Guy  Graham  of 
the  Park  Theatre,  White  Rock,  B.  C.,  is  re- 
ported to  have  a deal  on  for  the  sale  of  his 
450-seat  theatre  to  a party  from  eastern 
Canada.  White  Rock  is  a summer  resort  25 
miles  from  here.  Graham  is  a Canadian 
Picture  Pioneer. 

The  mother  of  Stan  Pooley,  manager  of 
the  Strand,  died  last  week.  She  was  58. 

Dave  Griesdorf,  British  Columbia  district 
manager,  went  to  Edmonton  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  W.  Dia- 
mond, who  died  at  the  age  of  69  . . . Offi- 
cials of  the  projectionists  Local  348  here  re- 
ceived the  stand-by  orders  to  be  ready  to 
stop  handling  any  motion  pictures  made  by 
any  west  coast  producers  as  a development 
of  the  Hollywood  strike,  but  officials  made 
no  comment. 

“Musical  Jamboree,”  the  fifth  Cranbrook, 
B.  C.,  Thimble  Theatre  production,  netted 
$272  for  the  Red  Cross  and  brought  to  $1,376 
the  amount  this  group  has  raised  for  war 
charities  in  the  last  three  years  . . . The 
British  Columbia  legislature  last  week  turned 
thumbs  down  on  the  proposal  to  permit  mu- 
nicipalities to  tax  race  tracks  $500  a day. 
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^iscussing  the  threatened  strike  of  projec- 
tionists in  Canada  in  sympathy  with  AFL 
employes  in  Hollywood  studios,  W.  H.  Hart- 
nett, business  agent  of  Local  257  of  the  pro- 
jectionists union,  said  relations  between  the 
booth  men  and  theatre  owners  in  the  Do- 
minion were  “on  a most  friendly  basis”  and 
he  did  not  anticipate  any  walkout  in  Canada. 

Included  among  the  theatre  contributions 
to  the  Canadian  Red  Cross,  in  addition  to 
the  active  cooperation  extended  by  exhibitors, 
were  the  following:  $75  each  from  the  Im- 
perial and  Elgin:  $50  from  both  the  Avalon 
and  Nola,  and  $10  from  the  Mayfair. 

Howard  Knevels,  recently  appointed  pro- 
motion manager  of  United  Artists  in  Can- 
ada, paid  his  first  visit  here  in  that  ca- 
pacity. He  was  greeted  by  many  old  friends 
who  remembered  him  as  manager  of  the  Re- 
gent. Knevels  got  busy  with  Ernie  Warren, 
manager  of  the  Elgin,  in  the  campaigns  for 
"Three  Is  a Family.” 

The  National  Film  Society  staged  a Sun- 
day performance  for  members  and  guests  to 
see  a program  of  British  and  Soviet  films, 
the  latter  including  “Lonely  White  Sail.” 
The  British  feature  was  “Crofters”  . . . The 
Little  Theatre  had  a week’s  film  vacation 
while  the  Drama  League  presented  a stage 
version  of  “The  Little  Foxes”  at  $1.50  top. 

Don  Watts,  formerly  assistant  manager  of 
the  Regent  at  Sudbury,  Ont.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  a similar  post  at  the  Elgin.  Pre- 
viously, Watts  had  been  with  the  Granada  at 
Dunnville,  Ont.,  his  home  town  ...  A com- 
ing stage  feature  at  the  Capitol  is  the  Ballet 
Russe  de  Monte  Carlo  which  will  appear  in 
one  performance  Wednesday  evening,  April 
11,  with  a break  in  screen  showings. 

Two  former  members  of  the  armed  forces 
are  theatre  managers  here.  The  first  to  re- 
turn to  a civilian  occupation  was  Sam 
Hebscher  who  was  with  the  Fourth  Canadian 
armored  division  before  his  appointment  to 
the  Nola.  The  second  is  Ernie  Warren  who 
recently  took  charge  of  the  Elgin. 


NANG  'EM  FROM  THE  BALCONY 
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WAHOO 

America's  Finest  Screen  Game 


HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  MI  S.  WABASH  AVE.,  CHICAGO 


"Millions"  Is  Leader 
Of  Vancouver  Week 

VANCOUVER — The  theatre  business  con- 
tinued generally  good  last  week  with  nothing 
really  sensational.  “Music  for  Millions”  was 
the  leader,  with  a second  week  of  “To  Have 
and  Have  Not”  doing  nicely.  “Dark  Waters” 
at  the  Plaza  also  got  a nice  second  week’s 
business,  “Can’t  Help  Singing”  at  the  Vogue 
still  did  swell  and  held  for  a third  week. 

Beccon — Mummy's  Curse  (Univ);  Cyclone  Prairie 


Rangers  (Col),  plus  stage  show Average 

Capitol — Music  ior  Millions  (M-G-M) Excellent 

Orpheum — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

2nd  wk Good 

Plaza — Dark  Waters  (UA);  Night  Club  Girl 

(Univ),  2nd  wk Good 

Strand — Secret  Command  (Col);  Eadie  Was  a 

Lady  (Col)  Average 

Vogue — Can't  Help  Singing  (Univ) 

3rd  wk Very  good 


Holdovers  and  Repeats  Meet  Only 
Steady  Trade  at  Toronto 

TORONTO — Holdovers  and  repeat  engage- 
ments marked  the  next-to-last  week  in  Lent 
at  Toronto  first  runs  and  business  generally 
was  steady  but  not  lively.  Second  week  of 
“For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  was  above  average 
at  Shea’s  while  “To  Have  and  Have  Not” 
continued  to  bring  the  curious  to  the  Im- 
perial in  its  third  week  there.  “Sudan”  held 
nicely  at  Loew’s  Uptown  while  Loew’s  Yonge 
Street  broke  out  with  a new  dual  after  a 
long  run  with  “Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis,”  the 
latest  bill  being  topped  by  “The  Thin  Man 
Goes  Home”  with  fair  success. 


(Average  is  100) 

Eglinton — This  Happy  Breed  (Br) 90 

Imperial — To  Have  and  Have  Not  (WB), 

3rd  wk 90 

Loew  s — The  Thin  Man  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Blonde  Fever  (M-G-M)  _ 100 

Shea's — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para),  2nd  wk.  ,105 
Tivcli — The  Missing  Juror  (Col);  The  Dough- 

girls  (WB)  85 

Uptown — Sudan  (Univ),  2nd  wk 90 


Academy  Awards  Help  “Lonely  Heart" 
Lead  the  First  Runs  at  Montreal 

MONTREAL — “None  But  the  Lonely  Heart” 
at  the  Palace  led  the  first  runs,  benefiting 
by  the  timely  presentation  of  the  academy 
awards  to  two  of  its  stars.  “The  Keys  of  the 
Kingdom”  at  Loew’s  entered  a successful  sec- 
ond week,  and  French-Canadians  continued 
to  patronize  moderately  the  French  version 
of  “Back  Street”  (“La  Rue  Oubliee”)  in  its 
third  week  at  the  Orpheum.  “Objective, 
Burma!”  at  the  Capitol  and  “Three  Is  a 
Family”  at  the  Princess  did  better  than  the 
average  Lenten  attendance. 

Capitol — Objective.  Burma!  (WB);  A Guy,  a Gal 

and  a Pal  (Col)  Moderate 

Loew's — The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk Good 

Orpheum — La  Rue  Oubliee  (WB),  3rd  wk Fair 

Palace — None  But  the  Lonely  Heart  (RKO) Great 

Princess — Three  Is  a Family  (UA);  Having  a 

Wonderful  Crime  (RKO) Pretty  fair 


Calgary  Film  Business  Good, 

But  Blackstone  Is  Poor 

CALGARY — Continued  good  business  pre- 
vailed with  little  effect  being  felt  from  the 
Lenten  season.  The  most  attractive  programs 
got  the  cream,  with  the  same  shopping  spirit 
prevailing  in  the  suburban  houses.  Black- 
stone  the  Magician  played  a three-day  en- 
gagement at  the  Grand  at  $3  top  with  30  per 
cent  tax  added.  Two  previous  roadshow 
flops,  rivalry  of  hockey  playoffs,  or  digging 
down  for  the  Community  Chest,  perhaps  all 
combined,  kept  down  attendance  to  window 
ticket  sale  with  little  advance  booking.  Houses 
were  poor  to  fair  for  the  three  days.  Road- 
shows have  discouraged  bookers. 

Capitol — For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  (Para), 


2nd  wk Very  good 

Grand — The  Suspect  (Univ) Good 

Palace — National  Bara  Dance  (Para); 

Thoroughbreds  (Rep)  Fair 

Palace — The  Fighting  Lady  (20th-Fox);  Sunday 

Dinner  for  a Soldier  (20th-Fox) Very  good 
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Stand-By  Orders  to  40 
Unions  Over  Canada 

TORONTO — Theatre  men  and  distributors 
in  Canada  kept  their  fingers  crossed  follow- 
ing the  news  that  40  motion  picture  projec- 
tionist locals  in  Canada  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  had  received 
stand-by  orders  in  connection  with  the  labor 
dispute  at  Hollywood  studios.  The  prospect 
was  that  the  organized  Canadian  projection- 
ists woulc}  eventually  receive  instructions 
from  IATSE  headquarters  to  refuse  to  touch 
any  Hollywood  films  in  theatre  booths  in  a 
sympathy  move.  There  was  also  the  possi- 
bility that  organized  express  company  em- 
ployes might  refuse  to  handle  the  shipment 
of  Hollywood  prints,  thus  tieing  up  delivery. 

The  threat  led  to  an  announcement  from 
the  Motion  Picture  Theatres  Ass’n  of  On- 
tario that  a strike  of  Canadian  projectionists 
would  be  an  offense  under  federal  order-in- 
council 1003  which  prohibits  walkouts  during 
wartime.  This  brought  a reply  from  Arthur 
Milligan  of  Toronto,  representing  Local  173 
of  the  IATSE  and  spokesman  for  the  40 
Canadian  locals,  that  he  was  not  interests 
in  the  legality  or  illegality  of  any  strike  move 
but  only  in  the  stand-by  order  from  Presi- 
dent Richard  A.  Walsh  of  the  IATSE. 

There  was  also  the  announcement  at  Mon- 
treal that  many  projectionists  in  Quebec 
province  were  nonunion  and  would  not  be 
affected  by  any  strike  order.  It  was  also 
brought  out  that  a number  of  theatres  i. 
Manitoba  had  operators  who  were  members 
of  the  One  Big  Union  which  is  not  affiliated 
with  the  IATSE. 

It  happened  that  President  J.  J.  Fitzgib- 
bons  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  was 
in  Hollywood  and  he  kept  in  close  touch  with 
his  Toronto  office. 

Martin  Corp.  Acquires 
A Showcase  at  Detroit 

From  Mideast  Edition 

DETROIT  — The  Martin  Cinema  Corp., 
owners  of  the  Fifth  Ave.  and  55th  St.  play- 
houses in  New  York,  is  taking  over  owner- 
ship of  the  Cinema  Theatre,  first  run  film 
house  operated  for  the  past  year  and  a half 
by  the  Associated  Theatres  circuit  in  part- 
nership with  the  Michigan  Telenews  organi- 
zation. 

The  Martin  company  is  headed  by  Sam 
Baker,  president,  who  is  in  Detroit  arranging 
policy  changes  for  the  new  acquisition.  More 
emphasis  will  be  placed  upon  available 
Italian,  French,  English  and  “unusual”  Amer- 
ican films,  instead  of  the  Russian  films, 
which  have  been  the  rule  the  past  year.  The 
house  will  be  operated  on  a definite  “class” 
policy. 

Fred  Sweet  will  remain  as  manager  tem- 
porarily until  a new  manager  is  appointed, 
and  will  then  go  with  the  Telenews  organi- 
zation as  a relief  manager.  Miss  Christine 
Fesik  has  been  named  assistant  manager. 

The  Single  Bill  Trend 
Gains  in  Columbus 

Fiom  Mideast  Edition 

COLUMBUS — The  trend  toward  single  fea- 
tures has  been  pronounced  since  the  first  of 
the  year  in  all  local  first  runs,  but  that  trend 
has  not  yet  made  itself  felt  in  neighborhood 
situations.  Four  out  of  five  attractions  since 
January  1 have  been  played  solo  at  the  Ohio, 
with  many  of  these  single  features  moving  for 
second  and  third  weeks  to  the  Broad.  The 
Palace  has  played  less  single  features  but  the 
trend  is  making  itself  felt.  “To  Have  and 
Have  Not”  played  a third  solo  week  at  the 
Grand,  moveover  house  for  the  Palace,  re- 
cently. 


Church  Turned  Into  ASN  Studio 


For  V-Day  Thanksgiving  Film 


MONTREAL 


lUTontreal  projectionists  felt  that  “it  is  a 
1 Hollywood  affair”  and  were  disinclined 
to  stand  by  to  await  a strike  call,  as  sent 
out  by  the  IATSE  executive  committee  dur- 
ing the  Hollywood  jurisdiction  squabble  . . . 
The  ban  on  juvenile  attendance  at  theatres 
in  Quebec  province  had  a strange  repercus- 
sion when  a 17-year-old  youth,  arrested  for 
disfiguring  his  national  registration  card, 
said  he  had  lent  the  card  to  a 15-year-old 
boy  to  enable  him  to  attend  a “movie.” 


A St.  Patrick’s  Day  sidelight  was  the  re- 
ceipt of  word  from  Ireland  that  the  munici- 
pal authorities  of  Clones,  County  Monaghan, 
had  after  a fortnight  of  suspension  re-enact- 
ed a bylaw  prohibiting  couples  to  sit  together 
in  motion  picture  theatres.  Women  must  sit 
on  one  side  of  the  theatre  and  men  on  the 
other. 


The  Gayety  here  has  gone  on  a three-a- 
day  basis  with  shows  at  2:30,  7:30  and  10:30 
p.  m.  Once  a cinema,  it  has  reverted  to  its 
original  role  of  burlesque  . . . “Universities 
at  War,”  a Canada  Carries  On  film  produced 
by  the  National  Film  Board,  is  being  shown 
at  the  Palace.  Scenes  were  shot  on  McGill 
campus  . . . “Frenchman’s  Creek”  was  held 
over  at  the  Westmount. 

The  strike  of  French  projectionists  is  wor- 
rying those  who  would  like  to  see  original 
French  films  resume  their  prewar  popularity 
in  Quebec  . . . Although  Maurice  Chevalier 
is  still  in  disfavor  with  the  British  home  of- 
fice, which  has  refused  him  a visa  to  enter 
the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  known  as  a fact 
here  that  Chevalier  was  so  far  from  collabo- 
rating with  the  Germans  in  France  that  he 
helped  a Montreal  officer,  captured  at  Dieppe, 
to  escape.  The  comedian  brought  the  officer 
to  Paris  and  sheltered  him,  even  enabling 
him  to  attend  a cinema  where  he  saw  a news- 
reel of  Dieppe  prisoners,  including  the  Mon- 
treal man. 


By  a happy  coincidence,  two  of  the  acad- 
emy award  winners  were  seen  in  the  film, 
“None  But  the  Lonely  Heart”  at  the  Palace, 
simultaneously  with  announcement  of  the 
award.  They  are  Ethel  Barrymore  and  Barry 
Fitzgerald  . . . National  Film  Board  has 
agreed  to  produce  a film  about  schools  to  be 
shown  across  Canada  during  Education 
week  . . . France-Film’s  latest  musical  pres- 
entation at  the  St.  Denis  was  the  Pittsburgh 
Symphony  Orchestra. 


Lake  Michigan  Carrier 
Officers  See  "Lady" 


MONTREAL — A film  of  thanksgiving  to  be 
shown  in  Canadian  theatres  on  V-Day  is 
being  prepared  by  Associated  Screen  News, 
whose  ace  cameraman,  Alfred  Jacquemin, 
handled  the  photography  in  St.  George’s  An- 
glican Church  opposite  Windsor  station. 

Mel  Turner  of  Screen  News  got  the  idea 
of  the  film  while  listening  to  a broadcast 
of  Malotte’s  popular  setting  to  “The  Lord’s 
Prayer.”  His  firm  commissioned  him  to  map 
the  continuity  and  make  and  direct  the  film. 

St.  George’s  Church  was  found  peculiarly 
suitable,  the  architecture  of  the  chancel  giv- 
ing artistic  camera  angles.  With  the  approval 
of  Archdeacon  Gower-Rees,  who  agreed  to 
deliver  the  opening  address,  and  Maitland 
Farmer,  organist  of  St.  George’s,  who  ar- 
ranged and  conducted  rehearsals  of  the  aug- 
mented choir,  the  film  got  under  way. 

Final  Shooting  Described 

This  is  how  Herbert  Whittaker  of  Montreal 
Gazette,  who  witnessed  it,  describes  the  final 
shooting  which  took  place  in  the  early  morn- 
ing: 

“The  sound  man  was  playing  back  the 
choir’s  rendition  of  “The  Lord’s  Prayer,”  while 
Farmer  repeated  the  organ  accompaniment. 
The  final  shots  to  be  made  were  those  show- 
ing Farmer  at  the  organ,  and  his  hand  move- 
ments had  to  coincide  with  the  sound  track. 
When  the  heavy  lights  were  in  place  and 
blazing  away  at  the  musician,  on  went  the 
play-back  of  the  recording,  off  came  Farm- 
er’s glasses  which  reflected  the  light,  and 
the  camera  ground  as  the  organ  interlude 
pealed  forth,  with  its  ghostly  choral  accom- 
paniment. 

“The  ecclesiastical  atmosphere  was  broken 
by  the  crash  of  one  of  the  1,500  watt  standard 
lamps,  just  beside  the  organ  console,  splin- 
tering g!ass  right  and  left.  Farmer  flinched 
slightly,  but  the  electricians  remained  calm. 
The  bulb  was  repaced  and  the  scene  con- 
tinued. Then  the  whole  thing  was  started 
over  again  from  the  other  side. 

Perched  on  Pipe  Scaffolding 

“Finally,  Turner  gave  the  signal  that  the 
last  shot  was  made.  The  technicians  climbed 
down  from  their  precarious  perches  on  pipe 
scaffolding,  and  Farmer  escaped  from  be- 
hind the  barrage  of  lights  where  he  had  been 
pinioned  rather  like  a white-surpliced  moth. 
Cables  were  wound  up,  the  scaffolding  taken 
apart,  and  the  cameras  and  sound  equip- 
ment put  away. 

“On  V-Day  Canadians  all  across  the  coun- 
try, whose  celebrations  take  them  into  mo- 
tion picture  houses,  will  see  the  product  of 
this  week’s  work.  The  sheer  technical  labor, 
the  late  night  grind,  the  wear  on  the  nerves, 
and  the  complications  of  picture  making  will 
all  be  wiped  away.  What  will  emerge  on  those 
screens  will  doubtless  be  a fine  film  running 
about  500  feet,  and  beautifully  in  keeping 
with  the  more  solemn  aspects  of  that  great 
day  ahead.” 


From  Central  Edition 

CHICAGO — “The  Fighting  Lady”  is  the 
saga  of  an  airplane  carrier  from  the  mo- 
ment it  leaves  American  waters  through  its 
baptism  by  bomb  and  torpedo  in  the  South 
Pacific.  What  better  screen  room,  therefore, 
to  show  this  60-minute  Technicolor  naval 
production  than  aboard  an  airplane  carrier 
in  Chicago  waters?  And  what  better  audi- 
ence to  try  it  out  on  than  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  USS  Sable,  moored  at  the  south 
side  of  Navy  Pier? 

So  “The  Fighting  Lady”  was  unreeled  the 
other  evening  in  the  officers’  messroom  after 
civilian  friends  and  the  press  had  munched 
excellent  navy  chow  in  buffet  fashion  and 
had  taken  a brief  and  windy  tour  of  the 
top  deck  of  the  craft. 


Infant  Patron  Right; 
Hushers  Are  Needed 

From  Mideast  Edition 

LOUISVILLE — Timmy,  three,  was  listening 
to  his  mother,  Mrs.  James  T.  Griffin,  River 
Road,  discuss  the  annoyance  of  children  run- 
ning up  and  down  the  aisles,  shouting  and 
generally  making  a nuisance  of  themselves 
in  neighborhood  motion  picture  houses. 

“Mother,”  he  asked,  “don’t  they  have  hush- 
ers for  that?” 


McNally  Joins  "The  Harvey  Girls" 

Horace  McNally  has  joined  the  roster  of 
“The  Harvey  Girls,”  a Metro  production. 
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TORONTO 


TXTelcomed  back  to  everyday  activity  fol- 
lowing  a long  illness  was  A1  Ritchie,  man- 
ager of  the  Alhambra.  He  is  looking  better 
than  ever.  Word  has  been  received,  however, 
of  the  illness  of  Jack  Purves,  recently  trans- 
ferred to  the  Capitol,  Welland,  from  the 
Tivoli,  Hamilton. 

Jack  Harris,  a recent  visitor  on  Filmrow, 
was  representing  Cine  Guild  Productions, 
London,  England.  He  stated  he  was  making 
a survey  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  re- 
action of  Canadians  to  British  product  . . . 
Jack  Chisholm,  manager  of  Associated  Screen 
News,  Ltd.,  has  announced  the  appointment 
of  Art  Knowlton  as  office  manager  here. 
Knowlton  has  been  identified  with  Associ- 
ated Screen  16  years  and  was  once  active 
in  wireless  work. 

A1  Sedgwick,  manager  of  the  Belsize,  has 
lost  the  big  bankroll.  Someone  had  left  a 
packed  wallet  in  the  theatre,  containing  much 
currency  of  Italy,  France,  Algeria  and  Mo- 
rocco, but  eventually  a Canadian  airman, 
recently  from  overseas  duty,  called  to  claim 
it. 

PO.  William  Dineen,  discharged  from  the 
air  force  after  long  service  in  Britain  and 
France,  was  married  to  Miss  Criss  Arluck  in 
St.  James  Cathedral  here,  after  which  the 
young  couple  went  to  New  York  City  for  the 
honeymoon.  The  air  force  officer,  whose 
father  is  Bill  Dineen,  long  with  the  Tivoli, 
was  shot  down  over  Germany  and  was  re- 
ported missing  until  he  escaped  from  hiding 
to  join  the  advancing  Allied  forces  on  the 
western  front. 

An  unusual  accident  took  place  in  the  Capi- 
tol at  Hamilton  when,  during  a tense  mo- 
ment in  the  picture,  Michael  Wenzblack,  an 
adult  patron,  fell  to  the  orchestra  floor  from 
the  balcony,  just  missing  a number  of  peo- 
ple seated  below.  He  was  rushed  to  the  hos- 
pital but  was  discharged  after  an  examina- 
tion revealed  no  injury  from  the  15-foot  fall. 

Charlie  Dentelbeck,  projection  supervisor, 
has  returned  to  Famous  Players  head  office 
after  a trip  to  the  maritime  provinces  dur- 
ing which  he  checked  improvements  in  the 
Imperial  at  Moncton,  N.  B.  . . . The  death  of 
Earl  H.  Cruickshank  occurred  suddenly  at 
Hamilton.  A theatre  veteran  of  that  city,  he 
leaves  a wife  and  one  daughter.  For  more 
than  30  years  he  had  been  employed  in  the- 
atres of  which  George  Stroud  has  been  the 
manager,  starting  with  the  former  Bennett 
and  Temple. 


Canadian  Theatre  Prices 
Frozen  Since  the  War 

OTTAWA — Action  of  Chester  Bowles  of  the 
U.S.  Office  of  Price  Administration  at  Wash- 
ington in  asking  Congress  to  place  a ceil- 
ing on  admission  prices  to  theatres  and  other 
amusement  places  in  the  States  has  aroused 
considerable  interest  in  the  Dominion  be- 
cause one  of  the  first  moves  of  Canada's 
Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board,  created 
shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  war  in  1939, 
was  to  freeze  amusement  admissions.  When 
that  order  was  imposed  more  than  five  years 
ago  there  were  many  Canadian  exhibitors 
who  believed  they  were  destined  to  be  ruined 
but  the  policy  has  not  worked  out  that  way, 
thanks  to  increased  patronage  at  the  fixed 
prices. 

At  Washington  Bowles  said  moving  picture 
theatre  admissions  had  increased  in  the 
U.S.  by  381£  per  cent  from  June  1941  to 
December  1944.  (This  figure  was  declared 
incorrect  by  U.S.  film  men,  because  it  in- 
cluded the  20  per  cent  federal  war  tax  plus 
state  sales  and  other  taxes).  The  Canadian 
film  trade  regarded  the  price  restriction 
mainly  as  harmful  because  it  barred  film 
roadshows  at  higher  than  regular  film  prices. 
As  a result  a number  of  big  pictures  could 
not  be  released  in  the  Dominion  until  they 
were  available  for  regular  bookings.  For 
example,  “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls”  is  only 
now  having  its  Canadian  premiere. 

Charity  Lotteries  Go  Too 
Far,  Director  Warns 

OTTAWA — The  charities  division  of  the 
Dominion  war  services  department  has  is- 
sued a warning  that  a stop  is  being  put  to 
the  many  gambling  activities,  such  as  big 
bingo  games,  lotteries  for  model  homes  and 
prize  competitions  under  the  war  charities 
act  because  of  an  undesirable  factor  which 
had  crept  into  such  programs  in  Canada. 

It  was  the  aim  of  the  government  “to  keep 
war  charities  on  a high  level,”  said  Director 
George  Pifher  in  announcing  that  further 
permits  were  to  be  refused  to  individuals 
or  organizations  not  meeting  the  required 
standard  in  the  recent  past. 

Pifher  pointed  out  that  the  government 
branch  was  not  a law  enforcement  agency 
but  it  did  have  the  power  to  restrict  permits 
under  the  war  charities  act  when  it  was  felt 
that  operations  contravened  federal,  pro- 
vincial or  municipal  laws. 


Discovery  to  a Long-Term  Pact 

Metro  has  signed  Jean  Marlow,  a high 
school  singing  discovery,  to  a long-term  pact. 


Newsreel  Man  Ghost-Like  Hubby 


MONTREAL — Give  a thought  to  the  wife 
and  family  of  the  newsreel  cameraman. 
Here  for  lunch,  then  on  his  way  to  some  dis- 
tant point  on  the  map  of  Canada  by  dinner 
time.  He  can  leave  a forwarding  address 
for  mail,  but  the  letter  may  be  weeks  in 
catching  up  with  him. 

For  instance,  consider  the  wife  and  family 
of  Ross  Beesley,  roving  cameraman  for  As- 
sociated Screen  News,  Montreal.  Recently 
he  rushed  in  to  pick  up  his  luggage  and 
catch  a train  for  Vancouver.  He  had  been 
away  a week  when  his  wife  wrote  to  say  the 
coal  dealer  hadn’t  been  able  to  keep  prom- 
ises of  delivery  and  it  was  still  a very  real 
winter  in  Montreal.  In  spite  of  air  mail, 
before  the  letter  reached  Vancouver  Beesley 
had  been  assigned  to  cover  a story  in  Estavan, 
Sask.,  on,  of  all  things,  coal  mining.  The 
letter  nearly  caught  up  with  him  there,  but 
by  that  time  he  had  reached  Winnipeg. 


Three  days  later  he  was  at  sea  on  the 
Atlantic  covering  a navy  story.  The  letter 
about  the  coal  caught  up  with  him  on  his 
return  to  an  Atlantic  port.  When  he  got 
home  again  his  first  remark  was  that  the 
house  seemed  warm.  His  wife  gave  him  a 
questioning  look.  “Oh,  yes,  coal.  That  was  a 
month  ago.  Anyway  spring  is  almost  here 
now.” 

The  eight  thousand  miles  Beesley  had 
traveled  in  five  weeks  was  not  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary for  him.  One  day  last  year  he  an- 
nounced he  was  flying  to  the  Yukon  the  next 
day;  he’d  be  back  within  a week.  So  he  was, 
but  24  hours  after  his  return  he  was  board- 
ing another  plane  to  go  back  to  exactly  the 
same  place  to  cover  another  story!  So  if 
you  want  your  husband  handy  to  check  up 
on  the  coal  dealer,  don’t  marry  a newsreel 
cameraman. 


Films  Shouldn't  Be 
Held  to  Kid  Level 

From  Southern  Edition 

DALLAS — Texas  theatre  interests  have  pre- 
pared for  a swift  attack  in  event  Bill  99  in- 
troduced into  the  lower  house  of  the  Texas 
legislature  at  Austin  ever  becomes  a serious 
threat.  The  measure  would  set  up  a com- 
plicated system  of  film  censorship  over  the 
state. 

Only  six  states  today  exercise  censorship; 
namely,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Kansas  and  Ohio.  The  last  censor- 
ship bill  introduced  in  this  state  was  17  years 
ago,  Don  C Douglas,  editor  of  the  R&R  cir- 
cuit’s 24  Sheeter,  points  out  in  a recent  lead- 
ing article.  A boy  orator  of  the  day  and  a 
WCTU  member  were  the  only  ones  to  sup- 
port the  measure. 

Code  Adopted  in  1930 

Douglas  points  out  the  producers  and  dis- 
tributors by  1930  has  adopted  a production 
code  formulating  practices,  ethics  and  decency 
in  depicting  the  wide  range  of  life  and  drama 
in  the  films. 

“Vulgarity,  obscenity  and  profanity,”  he 
writes,  “each  treated  separately  and  at  length 
in  the  code,  we  lump  together  and  say  in  our 
defense  that  motion  pictures  ban  their  use, 
thereby  exercising  a greater  degree  of  self 
restraint  than  most  mediums  of  expression, 
some  of  which  under  our  constitution  are 
guaranteed  almost  unlimited  freedom. 

“Another  plaint  might  be  crimes  against 
the  law,  murder  and  methods  of  crime.  We 
have  always  been  on  the  side  of  law  and 
order;  our  sleuths  are  indefatigable  and  in 
most  instances  invincible.  For  the  single 
crime  of  murder  the  motion  picture  has  a far 
greater  percentage  of  convictions  than  the 
courts  of  our  land  where  ordinarily  there  is 
only  one  conviction  for  every  seven  crimes. 

“Finally,  the  would-be  guardians  of  our 
morals  come  around  to  the  question  of  how 
the  movies  affect  the  morals  of  our  children. 
With  the  contention  that  all  motion  pictures 
are  not  suitable  for  children  no  fault  is  found. 

Consider  Whole  Family 

“But  the  contention  that  all  motion  pic- 
ture entertainment  should  be  made  suitable 
for  children  is  untenable.  People  familiar  with 
the  tastes  of  children  know  that  they  do  not 
care  for  the  sophisticated  type  of  picture. 
They  are  usually  intelligent  judges  of  what 
they  prefer  to  see,  and  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  industry  provides  plenty  of  whole- 
some entertainment  not  only  for  children, 
but  for  the  whole  family.  In  fact,  because  we 
do  cater  to  family  trade  is  the  motivating  in- 
fluence which  prompts  the  industry  to  try 
to  keep  its  skirts  cleaner  than  other  forms  of 
expression. 

“But  there  never  has  been  and  never  will 
be  any  greater  influence  on  a child’s  morals 
and  behavior  than  that  exercised  by  the  par- 
ents. The  schools,  the  policemen  on  the  cor- 
ner and  the  theatres  cannot  assume  the  full 
responsibility  although  some  parents  seem  to 
have  assigned  the  task  to  us.  A dutiful  parent 
has  every  means  of  knowing  what  class  of 
picture  the  local  movie  is  showing.  This 
same  parent  would  doubtless  object  if  her 
12-year-old  brought  home  a copy  of  ‘Forever 
Amber.’ 

“The  Bible  itself  has  many  passages  whose 
effect  upon  children  is  questionable  and  the 
daily  newspaper,  a purveyor  of  facts,  no  mat- 
ter how  capably  it  might  be  edited  from  the' 
standpoint  of  mature  readers,  contains  much 
that  might  be  called  unfit  for  children.  But 
should  we  censor  the  press? 

“As  for  the  censorship  bill  itself  (House 
Bill  199)  it  would  prove  a monstrosity  if  it 
were  ever  put  into  actual  operation.  This  bill 
is  state  censorship  on  a grandiose  scale — not 
one  censorship  board,  but  one  in  each  of  the 
31  senatorial  districts  of  Texas.” 
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Practical  Ideas  by  Practical  Showmen 
On  Merchandising  the  Motion  Picture 


Unite  to  Advertise 
Go  to  Show  Early 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and.  independents  here  have  started 
a campaign  to  try  to  “educate”  the  public  to 
attend  the  early  evening  shows.  They’re 
using  newspaper  ads,  screen  trailers,  the  radio, 
etc.,  in  the  effort  to  bring  the  customers  in 
earlier.  There  has  been  a drop  in  attend- 
ance and  it  is  hoped  the  current  drive  will 
help  lift  grosses  to  their  former  level. 

Since  the  brownout  and  curfew,  business 
in  downtown  theatres  is  reported  off  from  5 
to  10  per  cent.  Both  the  brownout  and  cur- 
few are  blamed. 

The  falling  off  in  the  neighborhood  houses 
is  larger  than  downtown. 

Shubouf  Uses  Radio,  Stores 
And  Radio  for  "Millions" 

NEW  HAVEN— For  “Music  for  Millions,” 
Manager  Sam  Shubouf  of  the  College  here 
arranged  extensive  store  tieups,  conducted  a 
radio  contest,  used  a street  bally  and  a pic- 
ture giveaway. 

The  store  cooperation  comprised  two  Lux 
soap  windows  in  Liggett’s  downtown  drug 
stores  in  which  Marsha  Hunt  stills  and  spe- 
cial credit  cards  were  used;  a Lerner  “Fash- 
ions for  Millions”  window  showing  spring 
styles,  and  a Margaret  O’Brien  sundae  pro- 
motion at  Kresge’s  lunch  and  drink  counter. 
In  the  latter,  waitresses  wore  caps  reading, 
“Music  for  Millions,”  stills  showed  O’Brien 
eating  sodas  and  sundaes  and  cards  were  set 
on  the  counter  urging  the  sundae  and  the 
College  show. 

An  attractive  usherette  paraded  the  streets 
in  an  O’Brien  pigtail  outfit  carrying  an  over- 
night bag  reading,  “I’m  on  my  way  to  the 
College  to  see  Margaret  O’Brien  in  ‘Music 
for  Millions.’  ” An  orphanage  was  invited  to 
a Monday  matinee  for  a music  appreciation 
stunt.  One  hundred  autographed  pictures  of 
O’Brien  were  given  to  the  first  100  patrons 
at  a popular  children’s  apparel  shop. 

The  Loomis  Temple  of  Music  and  WHNC 
conducted  the  radio  contest  in  which  lis- 
teners were  asked  to  identify  recordings  of 
music  played  in  the  film.  A book  of  re- 
cordings, a library  of  music  and  guest  tickets 
were  awarded  as  prizes. 

Printed  stickers  were  used  on  juke  boxes 
in  eating  places  and  amusement  spots  about 
town. 


Battery  Firm  Buys  5,000 
Tickets  for  "Burma" 

MILWAUKEE — One  of  the  reasons  “Ob- 
jective, Burma!”  rolled  up  a huge  gross  at 
the  Warner  Theatre  was  the  purchase  of 
5,000  admissions  by  the  Signal  Battery  Co. 
for  distribution  to  employes.  This  company 
turns  out  accessories  for  the  portable  radio 
equipment  shown  in  the  picture. 

Blowups  of  a Western  Union  telegram  from 
Errol  Flynn  to  the  general  manager  of  the 
plant  were  posted.  There  were  many  co-op 
ads  in  the  local  papers,  and  army  officers 
on  duty  at  the  plant  attended  the  opening. 


EVERYBODY  SAW  IT — Byron  Linn  of  the  Strand  Theatre,  Scranton,  Pa., 
not  only  had  this  trolley  car  decorated,  but  he  had  it  equipped  with  a loud  speaker 
on  its  tour  of  the  city. 

"Take  It  From  Us"  Show 
Builds  Suburban  Trade 


Bob  Kelly , Houston , Puts 
Spring  in  Window 

A timely  display  in  the  seasonal  mood 
was  arranged  by  Bob  Kelly  of  the  Metro- 
politan Theatre,  Houston,  Tex.,  in  con- 
nection with  the  showing  of  “Together 
Again.”  The  display,  made  up  of  lace, 
flowers  and  artistic  props,  aimed  to  create 
the  spirit  of  spring,  and  appeared  in  a 
local  hat  store. 

In  the  center  was  a large  board  on 
which  appeared  a photo  of  Irene  Dunne 
and  a still.  Copy:  “Irene  Dunne  . . . 
"Together  Again’  . . . Now  . . . Metro- 
politan Theatre,”  and  beneath,  “ ‘To- 
gether Again’  . . . Flowered  Hats  . . . 
Millinery,  Levy’s  Third  Floor.” 


Flynn  Emphasized  in  Bow 
Of  "Burma"  in  Canada 

HAMILTON,  ONT. — The  Canadian  pre- 
miere of  “Objective,  Burma!”  was  held  at 
the  Palace  here  following  an  attractive  ex- 
ploitation campaign  conducted  by  Manager 
George  Stroud  and  Mildred  Dixon,  in  charge 
of  publicity.  Press  book  publicity  was  re- 
vised to  feature  the  name  of  Errol  Flynn, 
star  of  the  picture,  as  well  as  the  timeli- 
ness of  the  picture’s  theme  in  relation  to 
developments  on  the  Asiatic  front. 


GI  Letter  Aids  Drive 

HARTFORD — The  Hartford  Red  Cross 
used  a letter  for  its  campaign  written  by 
Cpl.  Carl  Grimes,  son  of  Mrs.  Nora  Grimes, 
Regal  Theatre  cashier.  Corporal  Grimes  has 
been  serving  with  the  army  in  Italy  for  two 
and  a half  years. 


CLEVELAND — “Take  It  From  Us”  is  a 
snappy  quiz  program  that  Manager  H.  B. 
Arstein  has  developed  to  create  and  main- 
tain regular,  patronage  at  his  Heights  The- 
atre. 

“Take  It  From  Us”  is  a half-hour  show 
staged  between  the  two  evening  performances 
every  Friday.  It  is  patterned  after  the  Dr. 
I.  Q.  quiz  radio  program  but  has  the  added 
advantage  of  building  steady  attendance  at 
the  suburban  theatre  and  of  advertising  a 
forthcoming  attraction. 

The  quiz  is  conducted  by  Dick  O’Heron,  a 
well-known  local  radio  announcer.  Two  passes 
are  given  to  the  person  submitting  a ques- 
tion used  on  the  show.  Cash  prizes  ranging 
from  $2  to  $5  are  given  to  those  who  give 
the  correct  answers.  Even  the  losers  are  win- 
ners, because  they  get  two  passes  for  the 
next  week.  The  person  submitting  a bio- 
graphical sketch  used  progressively  as  in  the 
Dr.  I.  Q.  program,  receives  two  passes  for  all 
shows  for  the  following  four  weeks. 

The  final  part  of  the  quiz  show  is  called 
“Scene  on  the  Screen.”  A trailer  of  a coming 
attraction  is  flashed  on  the  screen.  A per- 
son selected  from  the  audience  via  the  fish 
bowl  method  is  asked  to  come  on  the  stage 
and  answer  questions  based  on  the  trailer. 
Thirty-five  dollars  given  if  all  questions  are 
answered  correctly.  Lesser  sums  are  offered 
as  the  questions  progress. 

Manager  Arstein  reports  that  his  Friday 
business  in  particular  and  his  daily  business 
regularly  have  reflected  a growing  interest 
in  the  show,  now  in  its  fourth  week. 


Bing  Crosby  Gets  Break 

NEW  YORK— Bing  Crosby’s  picture  ap- 
peared on  the  cover  of  the  Daily  News  roto 
section  Sunday  (11).  He  was  the  first  civilian 
to  make  this  spot  since  the  start  of  the  war. 
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Interesting  Displays 


DISPLAY  FOR  SERIAL— At  the  Palace  Thea- 
tre, Staten  Island,  they  believe  in  plugging  the 
weekend  seriaL  H.  Spencer  Bregoff,  manager,  had 
the  above  window  display  on  “Raiders  of  Ghost 
City,”  a troupe  of  horsemen  in  western  regalia 
riding  through  the  streets,  toy  pistols  in  a leading 
children’s  store,  and  he  organized  the  “Raiders  of 
Ghost  City  Commandos”  with  membership  cards 
showing  attendance  records. 


YOUNGSTERS 
LIKED  IT  — At  the 
Orpheum,  Des 
Moines,  Manager 
Walter  H.  Ahrens  not 
only  attracted  plenty 
of  attention,  but  he 
also  secured  space  in 
the  Register  and 
Tribune  by  the  sim- 
ple stunt  of  hiring  a 
pony  cart  with  two 
costumed  drivers. 


NEAT  AND  INEXPENSIVE— The  cardboard  en- 
largement of  a Victor  record  in  the  center  proved  an 
effective  eye-catcher  in  this  window  display  used  on 
“Belle  of  the  Yukon”  in  the  Wilshire  Music  Co.  win- 
dows, Los  Angeles. 


TAKE  YOUR  FINGERPRINTS— The  Palace,  Cleveland,  pro- 
moted a background  of  famous  local  police  trophies,  such  as  the 
rope  used  in  the  last  Cleveland  hanging,  masks  of  two  torso  murder 
victims  and  other  criminal  gadgets,  in  front  of  which  a police  officer 
was  assigned  to  take  fingerprints  of  the  patrons  on  an  identifica- 
tion card  and  give  them  away  as  a permanent  souvenir  of  the 
Palace.  The  stunt  was  arranged  by  Manager  William  L.  Heiss  for 
the  two-reeler  “On  Guard.”  It  attracted  city-wide  attention  and 
brought  in  crowds  who  wanted  to  get  the  identification  cards. 


THE  ANIMAT- 
ED set  piece  at 
right  was  installed 
in  the  window  of 
a Lincoln,  Neb., 
department  store 
six  weeks  in  ad- 
vance of  the  show- 
ing of  the  picture 
at  the  Stuart  The- 
atre. The  idea  was 
put  over  by  George 
Y.  Henger,  city 
manager  of  Lin- 
coln Theatres 
Corp.  The  bell 
moved  constantly 
and  was  connect- 
ed with  chimes. 


BEATING  THE  BROWNOUT — Republic  decided  to  decorate,  brown- 
out or  no  brownout,  and  went  in  for  masses  of  color  with  reflection 
values  for  the  opening  of  “Utah”  at  the  Republic  Theatre,  New  York. 
Note  the  three  shaded  fluorescent  tubes  suspended  from  the  marquee, 
a total  of  60  watts. 
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Easter  Week  Is  Time  to  Herald  Gala 
spring  Entertainment  Season 


Song"  Taleni  Search 
Is  Big  at  Hartford 

HARTFORD — Manager  George  Landers  ob- 
tained excellent  cooperation  from  the  Hart- 
ford Times,  Courant  and  station  WHTH  in 
the  Search  for  Talent  contest  he  conducted 
for  “A  Song  to  Remember.”  Some  40  aspi- 
rants competed  for  the  title  of  Hartford’s 
outstanding  amateur  dramatic  actress.  The 
finalists  were  selected  on  basis  of  voice,  dra- 
matic ability  and  stage  personality.  These 
competed  on  a WHTH  program  for  the  honor 
of  representing  Hartford  in  the  national  finals 
to  be  conducted  under  Columbia  Pictures 
auspices  in  May. 

The  finalists  were  Nancy  Eldridge  of  near- 
by Manchester,  Joyce  O’Connell,  Gerrie  Led- 
with,  Shirley  Mikkleson  and  Jean  Ericson 
of  Hartford.  The  latter  was  the  winner. 

The  national  winner  will  be  a guest  on  the 
Kate  Smith  program,  be  given  a Columbia 
screen  test,  a six-month  free  scholarship  at 
the  American  Academy  of  Dramatic  Arts,  a 
CBS  radio  audition  and  an  all-expense  trip, 
of  course,  to  New  York.  The  local  winner  re- 
ceived a $100  war  bond  from  the  Broadway 
and  was  a guest  on  a WHTH  program. 

"Seeing  You"  Gets  Strong 
Campaign  at  St.  Paul 

ST.  PAUL — Engagement  of  Selznick-United 
Artists’  release,  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  at  the 
Paramount  Theatre  was  tied  in  with  the 
USO  by  Manager  J.  H.  Eshelman.  A morning 
preview  of  the  film  was  held  a week  in 
advance  of  the  opening  with  proceeds  going 
to  the  USO. 

Mayor  John  J.  McDonough  issued  a proc- 
lamation urging  a capacity  attendance.  Pho- 
tostats of  his  proclamation  were  sent  by  the 
USO  to  20  service  clubs  in  St.  Paul.  This 
stunt  resulted  in  widespread  newspaper  and 
radio  publicity. 

A special  broadcast  from  the  lobby  of  the 
theatre  aired  over  WMIN  was  a highlight 
of  the  morning  premiere.  Service  men  from 
nearby  Fort  Snelling  were  guests  of  the 
15-minute  program,  and  were  given  an  op- 
portunity to  tell  their  folks:  “I’ll  Be  Seeing 
You”  soon. 

KSTP,  WCCO,  WMIN  and  WDGY  had 
spot  announcements.  Local  director  of  the 
USO  made  a special  15-minute  broadcast 
over  KSTP  two  days  prior  to  the  preview. 

Eighty  of  the  larger  war  plants  posted 
announcements  on  their  bulletin  boards,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  the  mayor’s  proclama- 
tion. Three  hundred  11x14s  were  spotted  in 
conspicuous  locations  all  over  town.  Special 
bumper  strips  were  used  on  a fleet  of  100 
Yellow  cabs. 

All  St.  Paul  theatres  affiliated  with  Para- 
mount ran  trailers  one  week  in  advance  of 
both  the  special  preview  and  the  theatre 
opening.  Leading  department  stores  devoted 
entire  window  displays  to  both. 

Two  Stories  on  Tree  Grows' 
Planted  by  Joe  Boyle 

NORWICH,  CONN. — For  “A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn,”  Manager  Joseph  Boyle,  Broad- 
way, planted  a feature  story  in  the  Nor- 
wich Record  telling  about  the  Loew’s  Poli 
Theatres  reception  dinner  given  to  Betty 
Smith,  author  of  the  book  from  which  the 
film  was  adapted,  and  Actor  James  Dunn  of 
the  film,  in  New  Haven.  In  another  story 
Boyle  pointed  out:  “A  cousin  of  the  ‘Tree 
That  Grows  in  Brooklyn’  is  right  in  the  midst 
of  Norwich!”  He  explained  that  botanical 
authorities  noted  that  the  famed  tree  is  an 
ailanthus  glandulosa,  a variety  of  Chinese 
sumac,  better  known  as  the  Tree  of  Heaven. 
The  “cousin”  is  growing  about  four  blocks 
from  the  Broadway. 


RED  CROSS  FIRST— Sell  Red  Cross 
first,  ahead  of  anything  in  the  theatre, 
was  the  slogan  throughout  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  circuit,  and  the  ace  house 
at  Minneapolis  illustrated  just  that  by 
erecting  the  largest  lobby  display  ever  put 
up  in  a northwest  theatre.  It’s  a giant 
red  cross,  12x12  feet  over  a 14-foot  ribbon 
carrying  the  Red  Cross  slogan.  This  went 
up  in  advance  of  the  drive  and  remained 
throughout. 


E.  Goth  at  Richmond 

RICHMOND — Edgar  Goth,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  Fabian  Theatres 
on  Staten  Island  since  1939,  has  been  made 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity  for  Wil- 
mer  & Vincent  circuit  of  more  than  20  the- 
atres in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  recently 
acquired  by  the  Fabian  organization.  Goth 
is  here  to  inaugurate  an  advertising  and 
publicity  office  and  coordinate  war  activities 
of  the  theatres. 


■ Shrewd  managers  will  utilize  good  show- 
manship of  Easter  week  products  to  start  a 
gala  spring  season.  All  the  standbys,  from 
live  rabbits  to  florist  tieups,  will  be  combined 
to  route  the  Easter  parade  into  the  theatres. 

Important  Easter  dates  were  the  two  Sat- 
urdays before  Easter.  And  junior  matinees, 
either  on  Saturday  or  midweek  during  the 
Easter  week  school  vocation,  will  hatch  many 
a golden  egg  without  the  egg  hunts  and  egg- 
rolling contests  of  peacetime.  Programs  can 
be  enlivened  by  such  projects  as: 

Kiddies  Easter  cartoon  carnivals — Book  spe- 
cial cartoons  in  addition  to  regular  features. 
Distribute  heralds  house-to-house,  with  spe- 
cial ads,  readers  and  plugs. 

Easter  coloring  contests — Get  merchant  co- 
operation in  ads  featuring  cartoon  charac- 
ters, with  war  stamps  to  contest  winners. 
Comic  books  giveaways  and  live  rabbit  prizes 
are  popular. 

Local  florists  and  nurseries  offer  oppor- 
tunities for  giveaway  tieups.  Ads  can  an- 
nounce “A  flower  for  the  lady  you  love  best.” 
Some  exhibitors  put  fashion  stills  to  work — 
stills  of  stars  coming  their  way  Easter  week 
— using  merchant  tieups,  window  and  lobby 
displays. 

Lobby  displays  range  from  those  predomi- 
nating in  kiddie  interest  to  the  simple,  sin- 
cere and  sentimental  spirit  of  Easter.  One 
effective  idea  to  arouse  interest  and  bring 
in  “outside”  revenue  consists  of  a giant  pen  of 
Easter  bunny  cutouts.  All  should  be  of  the 
same  size  and  on  each  the  name  of  an  ad- 
vertiser is  used.  The  theme  is  in  the  form 
of  an  Easter  greeting  from  each  advertiser, 
making  each  bunny  in  reality  an  ad.  The 
exhibit  otherwise  expresses  the  Easter  spirit 
and  lacks  nothing  in  artistic  beauty. 

Since  Easter  closes  the  Lenten  season,  the 
date  provides  an  opportunity  for  a special 
appeal  in  neatly  worded  announcement  of 
Easter  Sunday  and  coming  attractions. 


At  Contest  Festivity 

BOSTON — Bert  McKenzie,  M-G-M  pub- 
licist, has  returned  from  New  York  where  he 
attended  a tradeshowing  and  dinner  given 
in  honor  of  Betty  Lou  Bandow  who  was 
named  Miss  New  York  in  a theatre  beauty 
contest  staged  recently. 


ATTRACTIVE  ART  WORK — Any  theatre  with  an  art  department  can  dupli- 
cate this.  It  was  used  by  Irving  Blumberg  of  Warners  for  the  showing  of  the  20th- 
Fox  picture  at  the  Fox  Theatre,  Philadelphia. 
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IOWA  HANDIWORK— 

Painted  muslin  banners 
stretched  in  a frame  sur- 
rounded by  neon,  held  in 
place  by  means  of  barrel 
bolts,  form  the  under- 
marquee display  construct- 
ed by  Robert  Freeman,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  Strand  artist.  The  upright  sign  ex- 
tending from  the  marquee  to  the  lobby  floor  at  the  sidewalk  edge  consists  of  cutouts 
backed  up  with  crepe  paper  with  flashers  behind.  The  setup  is  shown  here  in  use 
on  two  pictures.  The  “Going  My  Way”  display  was  used  two  weeks  in  advance  in  the 
lobby. 


Macon  Window  Is  a 
Study  in  Contrasts 

An  outstanding  effect  was  achieved  in  a 
window  display  arranged  for  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “God  Is  My  Co-Pilot”  at  Macon, 
Ga„  the  home  of  Colonel  Scott,  author  of 
the  book  from  which  the  film  was  scripted. 

Appearing  in  the  upper  center  on  compo- 
board,  which  formed  the  entire  background, 
was  a verse  from  the  well-known  war  poem, 
“High  Flight,”  reading: 

Up,  up  the  long  delirious  burning  blue 

I’ve  topped  the  wind  swept  heights  with  easy  grace, 

Where  never  lark,  or  even  eagle,  flew; 

And  while  with  silent  lifting  mind  I’ve  trod 

The  high  untrespassed  sanctity  of  space, 

Put  out  my  hand  and  touched  the  face  of  God. 

Below  this  in  large  letters  was  the  title, 
and  underneath  that  appeared  a miniature 
papier  mache  mountain  on  which  two  tiny 
barehead  human  figures  stood  staring  up  into 
space.  Several  small  model  planes  were  set 
around  the  base  of  the  mountain. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  window  was  a strip 
of  stills  with,  “World  Premiere  . . . Grand 
Theatre,  February  21.”  The  center  figure  of 
the  strip  was  a photo  of  Colonel  Scott. 


Contest  on  Poli  Stage 

WORCESTER,  MASS. — As  part  of  the  cam- 
paign on  “A  Song  to  Remember”  at  the  Poli, 
Manager  Harold  Maloney  conducted  a contest 
among  girls  who  delivered  Merle  Oberon’s 
“human  jungle”  speech.  Judges  Mildred 
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AN  RKO  DISPLAY— The  idea  for  this 
was  developed  in  the  RKO  home  office 
and  was  used  in  practically  all  of  the 
company’s  houses. 


Stanton,  James  Lee  and  Prof.  Robert  S.  Illing- 
worth chose  the  winner  from  stage  compe- 
tition. and  she  received  many  prizes  and 
entered  the  finals  in  New  York. 


Mimeo  Time-Savers 
For  Busy  Manager 

Phil  Zeller,  who  is  starting  his  second  quar- 
ter century  in  the  show  business  at  the  Harper 
Theatre  in  Detroit  (he  wound  up  his  first 
in  New  England  last  year),  forwards  to  Sell- 
ing Seats  three  inexpensive  mimeograph 
forms  which  he  recommends  as  excellent 
time-savers. 

One  is  a 11x8%  sheet  properly  ruled  to 
represent  on  a small  scale  the  marquee  letter 
spaces.  The  film  titles,  star  names,  etc.,  are 
hand  printed  by  the  manager,  or  theatre  boys, 
on  the  ruled  paper  before  starting  work.  This 
prevents  incorrect  spellings  and  helps  the 
boys  put  up  a better  marquee. 

The  second  form  is  a regular  time  and 
pay  roll  auditing  report  with  spaces  for  name 
of  employe,  time  in,  time  out,  total  hours, 
and  "remarks.”  The  chief  of  service  keeps  it. 

The  third  is  a “Doorman’s  Report,”  the 
time-on  and  time-off  spaces  on  which  show 
at  a glance  who  was  at  the  door  at  any  period 
of  the  day  or  night. 

“This  form  I have  found  very  useful,” 
Heller  reports,  “in  keeping  a complete  check 
on  the  doorman.  With  the  changing  of  help 
so  much  these  days  one  has  to  have  some 
method  of  tracing  who  was  on  the  door  at 
a certain  hour  in  order  to  check  on  tickets 
that  might  be  held  and  used  over.” 

Zeller  points  out  the  keeping  of  a time  and 
auditing  report  is  invaluable  in  the  settle- 
ment of  arguments  with  ushers,  etc.,  who 
claim  they  worked  more  hours  and  should 
be  paid  more  than  their  pay  check  shows. 

Brien  Centers  on  Kids 
On  Mark  Twain  Opus 

The  ingenious  Tom  Sawyer,  generally  re- 
garded as  a literary  counterpart  of  Mark 
Twain,  was  no  more  wily  in  inducing  con- 
temporaries of  his  village  to  enrich  him 
than  Lige  Brien,  manager  of  the  Enright, 
Pittsburgh,  proved  to  be  in  exploiting  “The 
Adventures  of  Mark  Twain”  recently.  The 
picture  drew  excellent  business  at  the  En- 
right, largely  because  Brien  concentrated 
most  of  his  campaign  on  school  children 
of  varying  ages. 

For  instance  a simple  but  effective  stunt 
which  was  effective  in  nearby  Westinghouse 
high  school  was  to  have  25  comely  girl  stu- 
dents carry  Grosset  and  Dunlap  book  covers 
on  the  life  of  the  immortal  writer  around  to 
classes.  The  covers  graced  algebra  and  other 
text  books  for  eight  days  before  opening  of 
the  picture. 

Brien  pulled  the  same  stunt  just  as  ef- 
fectively at  a local  Catholic  high  school 
and  gave  his  schoolgirl  bally  artists  passes 
for  the  picture  in  payment. 

As  a feature  of  the  Enright’s  Saturday 
morning  kiddie  show  Brien  gave  cash  prizes 
in  a quiz  contest  based  on  the  life  of  Twain. 
The  stage  was  decorated  with  large  pictures 
of  Twain  and  stills  from  the  picture. 

The  show  was  plugged  over  station  WWSW 
for  five  days  prior  to  opening  and  a window 
display  was  arranged  with  the  Hayes  book 
shop. 


Sure  Publicity  Deal  in  Conde,  S.  D. 


Johnny  Hynes,  manager  of  the  Community 
Theatre  at  Conde,  S.  D„  informs  Selling  Seats 
in  a recent  letter  a clever  arrangement  he 
has  with  the  local  newspaper.  It’s  a double 
sure  plan  that  works  both  ways: 

The  more  publicity  the  local  News  gives  to 
the  theatre  and  its  attractions,  the  bigger  the 
job  on  handbills  for  the  paper’s  job  shop. 

This  is  the  deal:  Every  press  book  release 


the  News  accepts  Hynes  orders  reprinted  on 
dodgers,  and  these  he  hands  out  at  the  box- 
office.  The  dodgers  carry  a line:  “Reprinted 
by  special  permission  of  the  Conde  News 
issue  of  (date).” 

Hynes  reports  he  gets  stiff  competition 
from  theatres  in  nearby  Clark  and  Aber- 
deen, but  it  all  “keeps  life  interesting  and  I 
enjoy  it.” 


Blood  Doner  Contest 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Recruiters  of  blood 
doners  competed  here  for  the  title  of  Queen 
of  the  Purple  Heart  in  a contest  conducted 
by  Fox  West  Coast  and  RKO  for  the  pre- 
miere of  “The  Three  Caballeros”  at  the 
Paramount  Theatre.  The  Call  Bulletin  co- 
operated in  the  contest,  which  culminated 
on  the  Paramount  stage  on  opening  night 
when  the  title  and  five  other  awards  were 
conferred.  The  net  proceeds  of  opening  night 
went  to  the  Call  Bulletin’s  war  wounded 
Christmas  fund. 
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SHORTS  REVIEWS 


Opinions  on  the  Current  Short  Subjects 


Booby  Dupes 

Col  (Three  Stooges)  17  Mins. 

Fair.  A typical  Three  Stooges  comedy  in 
which  they  decide  to  become  fishermen. 
They  buy  a boat  and  go  out  to  get  a haul 
of  fish.  In  the  course  of  the  expedition  there 
is  much  slapstick  and  the  usual  misfortunes 
befall  them  before  they  return  to  shore. 

Kickapoo  Juice 

Col  (Li'l  Abner)  7 Mins. 

Amusing.  Mammy  Yokum  tries  to  convince 
Li'l  Abner  that  he  should  marry  Daisy  Mae 
by  getting  his  bachelor  ideals,  Lonesome  Pole- 
cat and  Hairless  Joe,  married  off  first.  Do- 
ing this  involves  a merry  chase  to  catch  the 
two  who  are  busy  making  and  drinking  their 
powerful  concoction,  Kickapoo  Juice.  Eventual- 
ly Mammy  has  her  way  and  proves  her  point 
to  Li'l  Abner  in  this  lively  Technicolor  comedy. 

Off  Again , On  Again 

Col  (All-Star  Comedies)  16  Mins. 

Fair.  This  time  Shemp  Howard  is  suffer- 
ing from  wife  trouble.  On  his  wedding  day 
he  gets  mixed  up  with  a gangster  and  his 
wife.  After  his  girl  gets  angry  and  calls  off 
the  marriage',  he  decides  to  commit  suicide. 
His  vain  attempts  at  self-destruction  furnish 
the  comedy  for  this  film. 

Snooper  Service 

Col  (All-Star  Comedies)  14J/2  Mins. 

Mediocre.  Harry  Langdon  and  El  Brendel 
go  through  their  usual  antics.  This  time  they 
have  formed  a detective  agency  and  when 
they  are  engaged  to  get  the  goods  on  a show 
girl  proceed  to  get  things  in  a state  of  com- 
plete confusion.  They  get  the  address  mixed 
up  and  the  resultant  scraps  as  they  go  around 
breaking  into  the  wrong  apartments  provides 
the  action  for  this  rather  weak  film. 

The  Egg-Yegg 

Col  (Fox  & Crow)  71/z  Mins. 

Amusing.  The  Fox  and  the  Crow  are  still 
feuding.  This  time  the  Crow  has  received  two 
eggs  to  keep  until  they  have  hatched.  The 
Fox  is  out  to  get  them  and  in  the  ensuing  con- 
test they  try  some  new  tricks  on  each  other. 
When  it  looks  as  though  the  Fox  is  winning 
out  the  strange  eggs  hatch  out  and  two  weird 
looking  birds  enter  the  chase  after  Mr.  Fox. 

It  Looks  Like  Rain 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  9 Mins. 

Average.  John  Nesbitt  tries  to  make  the 
operations  of  the  U.S.  weather  bureau  inter- 
esting to  picture  audiences;  unfortunately 
there  is  little  of  entertainment  value  in  shots 
either  of  white-collar  workers  bending  over 
drawing  boards  or  inserts  of  government 
charts.  Sensing  this,  he  has  attempted  to 
inject  some  adrenalin  in  the  form  of  a staged 
sequence  showing  men  fighting  floods.  The 
result  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

The  Shooting  of  Dan 
McGoo 

M-G-M  (Technicolor  Cartoon)  8 Mins. 

Terrific.  By  all  odds  the  most  hilarious 
travesty  filmed  in  years.  Based  on  Robert  W. 
Service's  poem,  this  one-reel  mirthquake  starts 
off  with  a bang,  runs  its  robust,  rowdy  course 
and  ends  on  a howl.  Starring  the  heroine  of 
"Red  Hot  Riding  Hood"  as  "the  lady  known 


as  Lu,"  this  laugh-a-second  cartoon  is  better 
suited  to  evening  shows  than  to  kid  matinees. 

Game  Bag 

Para  (Grantland  Rice  Sportlight)  9'/2  Mins. 

Good.  Sequence  number  one  is  devoted  to 
duck  shooting  in  North  Dakota,  and  shows 
how  wild  fowl  in  flight,  fooled  by  carefully- 
pla-nted  decoys,  are  shot  down  and  re- 
trieved. The  second  sequence  deals  with  up- 
land game  in  the  same  state,  and  is  par- 
ticularly attractive  from  a pictorial  standpoint. 
The  third  and  final  sequence,  depicting  quail 
shooting  in  North  Carolina,  is  exceptionally 
interesting  during  the  shots  of  two  champion 
pointers  coming  to  the  point  and  retrieving 
the  elusive  bobwhite. 

Hatful  of  Dreams 

Para  (Puppetoons)  9 Mins. 

Superior.  One  of  the  most  colorful  and 
imaginative  of  the  series  to  date,  this  sub- 
ject shows  how  Punchy,  a pathetic  little  raga- 
muffin in  love  with  his  unattainable  Judy,  is 
given  a magic  hat  by  a cab  horse.  The  hat's 
magic  transforms  its  wearer  into  whatever 
he  or  she  secretly  dreams  of  being.  ' Thus, 
the  spavined,  knock-kneed  nag  becomes  a 
Derby  winner;  Punchy  becomes  Superman, 
and  others  who  don  the  magic  skimmer  un- 
dergo a surprising  change.  After  many  com- 
plications, the  nag  gets  back  his  hat,  Judy 
gets  her  Punchy,  and  Punchy  gets — more 
Punchy. 

Jasper's  Minstrels 

Para  (Puppetoon)  9 Mins. 

Good.  Jasper,  passing  a cornfield  on  his 
way  to  deliver  a coat  to  Deacon  Jones,  is 
stopped  by  the  Scarecrow  who  tries  to  talk 
him  out  of  the  coat.  He  tells  Jasper  he  used 
to  be  with  a minstrel  show,  and  dons  the  coat 
in  order  to  illustrate  some  old  minstrel  rou- 
tines. Ensues  a sequence  wherein  the  Scare- 
crow, as  Interlocutor,  takes  part  in  an  old- 
time  Dixie  minstrel  show,  its  company  an  all- 
scarecrow cast.  Following  the  minstrel  show's 
finale,  the  Scarecrow  takes  a bow — and  rips 
the  Deacon's  coat.  At  end,  he  gets  his  own 
coqt  tails  fanned  by  Jasper's  irate  mammy. 

Court  Craft 

RKO  (Sportscope)  8 Mins. 

Timely.  This  intelligently-photographed  one- 
reeler  shows  the  University  of  Utah's  basket- 
ball team  in  training  and  on  the  court.  Par- 
ticularly fast  are  the  sequences  showing  the 
team  battling  furiously  against  the  St.  John’s 
(Brooklyn)  quintet.  The  subject  should  prove 
of  topical  interest  because  of  the  game- 
throwing scandal  recently  uncovered. 

Dog  Watch 

RKO  (Disney  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Sub-standard.  Either  Walt  Disney  is  neg- 
lecting his  shorts  program  for  his  far-more 
important  war  department  cartoons,  or  com- 
petitive studios  are  overtaking  the  master. 
In  any  event,  the  current  release,  wherein 
Pluto  unsuccessfully  matches  his  wits  against 
a hard-boiled,  file-toiled  rat,  seems  consider- 
ably below  Disney's  usually  high  standard. 

Sleepless  Tuesday 

RKO  (Edgar  Kennedy  Comedy)  18  Mins. 

Mildly  amusing.  Somewhat  repetitious  ac- 
tion and  lack  of  original  gags  handicap  Ken- 
nedy's attempts  to  entertain  his  audience 
throughout  two  reels.  Based  on  hoary  mother- 
in-law  jokes,  the  comedy  revolves  about  Ed's 
futile  efforts  to  prevent  the  old  lady  from 


In  the  Newsreels 


Movietone  News,  No.  56:  Corregidor  retaken:  ob- 
literation bombing  in  Germany;  Stettinius  returns 
from  Mexico;  freighter  blazes  after  explosion  in  Van- 
couver harbor;  Golden  Gloves  in  Chicago. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  254:  Retake  Corregidor; 
Allies  in  obliteration  bombing  blast  German  path 
of  retreat;  midwest  war  plants  crippled  by  Ohio 
River  spring  floods;  all  wool,  mile  wide. 

Paramount  News,  No.  57:  Floods — Ohio  River  gives 
1945  preview;  navy  launches  midget  fighter;  back 
from  Bataan;  Corregidor — "The  Rock." 

Pathe  News,  No.  59:  Return  to  Corregidor;  big- 
gest one  day  assault  blasts  Nazi  rail  lines. 

Universal  News,  No.  380:  Corregidor  avenged;  mid- 
west ravaged  by  floods;  air  smashes  devastate  Ger- 
many. 

Movietone  News,  No.  57:  First  supply  convoy 
reaches  China  over  Lido  Road;  Halsey  task  force 
hits  Jap  China  Sea  life  line;  victims  of  Jap  prison 
camp;  Stettinius  states  plans  for  World  Security 
Council;  war  leaders  at  fighting  fronts;  death  0} 
German  industrial  city  by  Allied  air  power;  Ger- 
many learns  meaning  of  havoc  of  war. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  255:  Latest  films  Rhine 
front;  Eisenhower  with  armies;  Churchill  inside  Ger- 
many; U.S.  fleet  hits  Japs  in  China  Sea;  victory  for 
Tito-partisans,  Reds  liberate  Yugoslavia;  Americas 
unite  for  peace;  remember  Bilibid;  Chinese  hail 
Yank  miracle. 

Paramount  News,  No.  58:  War  chiefs  at  front — hail 
climax;  Manila  tragedy;  films  prove  Jap  brutality; 
baseball  gets  green  light;  Russia's  Balkin  front. 

Pathe  News,  No.  60:  Yanks  drive  to  Rhine;  first 
films  liberation  Belgrade;  Stilwell  road  pushed 
through  to  China;  American  nations  sign  Chapultepec 
pact. 

Universal  News,  No.  381:  Allies  open  final  drive 
on  Germany;  city  dies;  freed  from  living  death;  flirt- 
ing with  danger;  vets  learn  peace  trades. 

e 

All  American  News,  Vol.  3,  No.  126:  Girls  turn  out 
shells  at  Washington  navy  yard;  Labor  Relations 
League  meets  in  Chicago  to  hear  experts  discuss 
jobs  and  business  opportunities  for  the  negro;  Elks' 
leader  pledges  help  of  lodge  to  OPA;  Urban  League 
helps  discharged  Gls;  negro  athletes  star  in  Big  10 
track  meet;  General  Marshall  visits  Fifth  army  sec- 
tors in  Italy. 


blasting  his  (and  the  audience’s)  eardrums 
to  smithereens  by  her  playing  of  a radio.  One 
or  two  amusing  situations. 

The  Enemy  Strikes 

WAC-Univ  (War  Department  Film)  10  Mins. 

Terrific.  Most  powerful  of  the  Army  Pic- 
torial Service  one-reelers  to  date,  this  stresses 
the  crying  need  for  all-out  war  effort  on  the 
home  front  until  the  day  of  final  victory.  It 
depicts  Von  Rundstedt's  counterattack  last 
December  and  the  price  our  men  paid  in  lives, 
and  material  before  they  stopped  the  drive 
and  regained  lost  ground.  It  highlights  the 
fact  the  German  army  is  still  ruthless,  power- 
ful, dangerous  and  tough,  ready  to  capitalize 
on  any  Allied  weakness  on  the  battle  or 
home  front.  Particularly  gripping  is  the  sen- 
sational footage  captured  from  Nazi  camera- 
men. Consider  this  one  A MUST.  Book  itl 

Are  Animals  Actors? 

WB  (Featurette)  20  Mins. 

Good.  The  amazing  results  that  can  be  ob- 
tained with  patient  training  and  handling  of 
animals  is  demonstrated  in  this  subject.  Acts 
which  include  the  performances  of  dancing 
dogs,  trained  bears,  stallions,  seals,  monkeys, 
lions  and  tigers  are  flashed  briefly  on  the 
screen.  The  short  ends  with  two  of  the  great- 
est animal  actors  of  all  time,  Rin-Tin-Tin  and 
Tony,  Tom  Mix's  horse. 

Behind  the  Meat  Ball 

WB  (Merrie  Melodies)  7 Mins. 

Hilarious.  Meat  rationing  has  caused  con- 
sternation in  the  ranks  of  some  of  our  better 
canines,  as  this  amusing  reel  clearly  attests. 
A dog  is  driven  to  desperation  by  a steady 
diet  of  leafy  vegetables,  hardly  satisfactory 
fare  for  a red-blooded  American  pup.  His 
hunger  gnaws  away  to  the  point  of  creating 
mirages  of  all  the  luscious  meats  of  a by- 
gone day,  and  from  that  point  on,  things 
happen  which  will  give  patrons  solid  amuse- 
ment. 


BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser  : : Mar.  24,  1945 


9 


Looking  Ahead  at  Forthcoming  Pictures 
Now  in  the  Final  Production  Stages 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

The  Harvey  Girls 

CAST:  Judy  Garland,  Angela  Lansbury,  John  Hodiak,  Ray 
Bolder,  Virginia  O'Brien,  Cyd  Charisse,  Preston  Foster.  PRO- 
DUCER: Arthur  Freed.  DIRECTOR:  George  Sidney.  ORIG- 
INAL: Not  set.  SCREENPLAY:  James  O' Hanlon  and  Harry 
Crane. 

This  is  a filmusical  vignette  of  pioneer  New 
Mexico  in  1890,  based  on  the  saga  of  Fred 
Harvey's  "eating  houses"  along  the  Santa  Fe 
railroad.  The  Harvey  girls  are  waitresses  in 
a frontier  town,  but  their  integrity  and  pristine 
manners  are  not  welcome.  In  a crusade  to 
oust  them  the  town's  judge  and  his  hench- 
men shoot  out  lights  and  place  rattlesnakes 
in  their  closets.  They  retaliate  merely  by  giv- 
ing dances  at  which  spurs,  bottles  and  chew- 
ing tobacco  are  parked  outside.  With  a church 
established  and  a newspaper  on  the  way,  the 
girls'  efforts  to  bring  law  and  order  are  too 
much  for  the  judge,  who  sets  fire  to  the  res- 
taurant. This  incident  changes  the  attitude 
of  the  people.  The  following  day  the  saloon 
is  converted  into  a temporary  Harvey  House. 

Monogram 

Flame  of  the  West 

CAST:  Johnny  Mack  Brown.  Raymond  Hatton.  Joan  Wood- 
bury, Douglas  Dumbrille,  Lynne  Carver,  Harry  Woods,  John 
Merton.  PRODUCER:  Scott  R.  Dunlap.  DIRECTOR:  Lam- 
bert Hillyer.  ORIGINAL:  Story  by  Lieut.  Bennett  Foster. 
SCREENPLAY:  Adele  Buffington. 

Dr.  John  Poole  (Johnny  Mack  Brown),  whose 
life  is  dedicated  to  "healing  and  not  killing," 
is  considered  a coward  by  Lynne  Carver  when 
he  is  introduced  to  the  wild,  shooting  western 
town  by  his  friend  Raymond  Hatton.  Follow- 
ing the  murder  of  a young  man  (father  of 
Brown's  first  maternity  case),  the  citizens, 
headed  by  Lynne's  father,  import  Douglas 
Dumbrille  as  the  new  marshal  to  restore  order. 
He  believes  in  using  violence  and  Brown  is 
opposed  to  such  methods.  But  the  saloon 
gambling  grows  worse,  an  honest  cattleman 
is  beaten  by  the  gang,  and  finally  the  new 
marshal  is  killed.  The  quiet  doctor  realizes 
force  is  necessary  and  single-handed  he 
closes  the  trouble-causing  saloon,  killing  off 
the  vicious  gang  and  their  leader.  His  brav- 
ery, naturally,  wins  Lynne  as  his  bride. 

Muggs  Rides  Again 

CAST:  Leo  Gorcey,  Huntz  Hall,  Billy  Benedict,  Mendie 
Koenig,  Bud  Gorman,  John  H.  Allen,  Johnny  Duncan.  PRO- 
DUCERS: Sam  Katzman  and  Jack  Dietz.  DIRECTOR:  Wal- 
lace Fox.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Harvey  Gates. 

Jockey  Leo  Gorcey  refuses  to  throw  a race 
for  his  crooked  boss,  George  Meeker,  so  the 
latter,  making  it  appear  that  the  race  was  won 
dishonestly,  has  Gorcey  barred  from  the  track. 
Meeker  plots  to  get  hold  of  Minerva  Urecal's 
prize  racer,  Storm  Cloud,  by  engineering  a 
sheriff's  sale  of  her  two-horse  stable.  But  the 
Eastside  Kids  thwart  his  plan  by  paying  the 
feed  bill  for  Minerva  and  she  gives  them  one 
of  her  horses  (Sweet  Alice)  as  security.  She 
asks  the  boys  to  train  Storm  Cloud  for  the 
last  big  race.  Meanwhile,  Meeker  dopes  the 
horse  and  when  his  new  jockey  indignantly 
tries  to  quit,  Meeker  shoots  him — the  wounded 
bey  gets  to  the  proper  authorities  and  con- 
fesses everything,  including  Meeker's  fram- 
ing of  Gorcey.  Gorcey,  cleared  of  guilt,  foils 
Meeker  by  riding  Sweet  Alice  in  the  big  race 
and  winning. 

Paramount 

Follow  That  Woman 

CAST:  William  Gargan,  Nancy  Kelly,  Ed  Gargan,  Regis 
Toomey,  Byron  Carr,  Don  Costello.  PRODUCERS:  Pine  and 
Thomas.  DIRECTOR:  Lew  Landers.  ORIGINAL  SCREEN- 
PLAY: Winston  Miller. 


Detective  Bill  Gargan  and  his  wife,  Nancy 
Kelly,  are  at  a night  club  when  the  club's 
singer  is  murdered.  Bill,  who  reports  to  the 
army  the  next  day,  can't  take  the  case.  But 
after  he  leaves,  his  mischievous  wife,  with 
the  aid  of  Ed  Gargan,  Bill’s  assistant,  decides 
to  solve  the  case.  While  following  clues,  the 
inexperienced  Nancy  is  nearly  killed  by  an 
unknown  assailant  and  Ed  sends  an  SOS  to 
Bill  who  gets  an  emergency  furlough  and 
comes  to  the  rescue.  Despite  the  hindering 
hand  of  his  well-meaning  wife,  Bill  tracks 
down  suspects — all  of  them  men  who  were 
romantically  involved  with  the  deceased, 
and  present  at  the  time  of  the  murder.  Fol- 
lowing several  narrow  escapes,  Bill  traps  the 
killer  and  returns  to  camp  with  another  case 
to  his  credit. 

PRC  Pictures 

Enemy  of  the  Law 

CAST:  Tex  Ritter,  Dave  O'Brien,  Guy  Wilkerson,  Kay 
Hughes,  Jack  Ingram,  Charles  King  jr.,  Frank  Ellis.  PRO- 
DUCER: Arthur  Alexander.  DIRECTOR:  Harry  Fraser. 

ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Harry  Fraser. 

Charles  King  jr.  is  about  to  be  paroled  from 
a penitentiary  where  he  has  served  a term 
for  robbing  a government  pay  roll.  The  gold 
has  never  been  found,  so  Guy  Wilkerson  is 
sent  to  be  his  cellmate  for  the  last  few  days 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  where  the  money 
is  cached.  Both  men  leave  prison  together, 
but  King  insists  that  a scar  be  removed  from 
his  hand;  then  murders  the  doctor.  They  meet 
Jack  Ingram,  former  partner  of  Charles,  who 
now  owns  a saloon  situated  on  the  spot  where 
the  loot  is  buried.  When  the  men  start  digging 
Jack  plans  with  a couple  of  heavies  to  kill 
Charles  as  soon  as  the  latter  finds  the  money 
The  sheriff  is  notified,  and  after  a terrific  bat- 
tle King,  Ingram  and  the  heavies  are  captured. 

Republic 

The  Amazing  Mr.  M 

CAST:  Joseph  Schildkraut,  Eugene  Pallette,  Billy  Burke, 
Ona  Munson,  Robert  Livingston,  Ruth  Terry,  Ann  Gillis. 
PRODUCER-DIRECTOR:  Joseph  Kane.  ORGINAL:  Frances 
Hyland  and  Albert  Ray.  SCREENPLAY:  Frances  Hyland. 

Eugene  Pallette,  facing  financial  ruin,  and 
Billie  Burke,  his  self-indulgent  wife,  invite  Mr 
"M"  (Joseph  Schildkraut),  ex-actor,  drinking 
and  cynical,  as  a "charity  case"  to  have 
Christmas  with  them  and  their  family.  When 
an  uncle  dies  leaving  $5,000,000  to  Actress 
Ona  Munson,  they  scheme  to  keep  her  from 
getting  the  money  and  invite  her  to  spend  a 
week  with  them,  after  which  time,  the  money 
will  revert  to  the  family.  Thoroughly  honest, 
sincere,  and  warm-hearted,  Ona  wins  the  af- 
fection of  all.  Christmas  Eve  Joseph  tells  a 
dramatically  symbolic  story,  impressing  the 
family  with  their  selfishness  and  greed.  Re- 
morseful, they  tell  Ona  the  truth,  and  she 
promises  them  half  the  fortune.  The  family  is 
transformed  into  unselfish,  human  people;  and 
Mr.  "M,"  too,  finds  life  worth  living  purpose- 
fully. 

United  Artists 

Captain  Kidd 

CAST:  Charles  Laughton,  Randolph  Scott,  Barbara  Britton, 
Reginald  Owen,  John  Carradine,  Gilbert  Roland,  John  Qualen, 
Sheldon  Leonard.  PRODUCER:  Benedict  Bogeaus.  DIREC- 
TOR: Rowland  V.  Lee.  ORIGINAL  SCREENPLAY:  Norman 
Reilly  Raine. 

Captain  Kidd  (Charles  Laughton)  is  on  a pi- 
rate hunt,  so  ordered  by  England's  king.  In 
Kidd's  crew  is  Randolph  Scott,  erstwhile  pris- 
oner and  deposed  son  of  a disgraced  peer  who 
died  at  sea.  Stopping  at  an  island  to  see  his 
buried  treasure,  Kidd’s  villainy  is  revealed  to 


Scott  who  recognizes  his  father's  coat  of  arms 
on  the  loot.  On  sea  again,  Laughton  inter- 
cepts and  robs  a ship  and  kidnaps  Barbara 
Britton,  British  noblewoman.  During  the  en- 
suing fracas  she  escapes  with  Scott  to  the 
stronghold  of  another  notorious  pirate.  Kidd 
finds  them,  murders  his  buccaneering  rival 
and  sets  the  young  couple  adrift  to  die.  Res- 
cued by  an  England-bound  ship,  Scott,  re- 
stored to  his  rightful  position,  and  Lady  Bar- 
bara are  with  the  king  when  Kidd  triumphantly 
returns — to  England  and  the  waiting  gallows. 

Universal 

Men  in  Her  Diary 

CAST:  Jon  Hall,  Louise  Allbritton,  Peggy  Ryan,  Virginia 
Grey,  William  Terry,  Vivian  Austin,  Lorin  Raker.  PRODUCER- 
DIRECTOR:  Charles  Barton.  ORIGINAL:  Not  set.  SCREEN- 
PLAY: Not  set. 

Jon  Hall  is  devoted  to  his  unreasonably 
jealous  wife,  Louise  Allbritton,  and  when  he 
hires  a secretary  Louise  insists  on  a mousy 
type  in  the  person  of  Peggy  Ryan  whose  pret- 
tiness is  hidden  by  dowdy  clothes  and  hairdo. 
Loveless  Peggy  keeps  a diary  of  imaginary 
attentions  from  every  man  she  knows  except 
Press  Agent  Bill  Terry.  The  diary  falls  into 
Louise's  hands  and  a divorce  suit  results,  with 
Peggy  named  as  corespondent.  Virginia  Grey, 
star  of  a revue  Hall  has  backed,  sees  her 
chance  to  rekindle  an  old  romance  with  him. 
She  glamorizes  Peggy  for  the  divorce  trial 
and  makes  her  such  a lovely  vision  that  the 
judge  sees  her  as  a femme  fatale  and  grants 
the  divorce.  Heartbroken,  Louise  showers  ac- 
cusations on  Virginia  and  a hair-pulling  fight 
ensues,  ending  with  Peggy  in  Terry's  arms, 
Louise  in  Jon's,  and  Virginia  getting  herself 
the  publicity  she  wanted. 

Warner  Bros . 

The  Big  Sleep 

CAST:  Humphrey  Bogart,  Lauren  Bacall,  John  Ridgely, 
Martha  Vickers,  Dorothy  Malone,  Patricia  Clark,  Regis  Toomey. 
PRODUCER-DIRECTOR:  Howard  Hawks.  ORIGINAL:  Ray- 
mond Chandler.  SCREENPLAY:  William  Faulkner,  Leigh 
Brackett  and  Jules  Furthman. 

When  Martha  Vickers  is  blackmailed  by  a 
smut-bookdealer,  her  father  calls  in  Detec- 
tive Humphrey  Bogart.  With  the  help  of 
Lauren  Bacall,  another  daughter,  he  learns 
Martha  has  had  an  unsavory  affair  with  the 
bookseller  who  now  has  some  photos  of  her. 
The  blackmailer  is  later  murdered  by  the  fam- 
ily chauffeur  who  once  eloped  with  Martha. 
About  to  kill  the  new  owner  of  the  book  shop, 
Martha  is  disarmed  by  Humphrey,  who  gets 
possession  of  the  pictures.  Investigation  of 
John  Ridgely,  racketeer,  whose  gambling  spot 
Lauren  is  frequenting,  reveals  Ridgely  mur- 
dered a former  rum  runner,  and  is  leading 
Lauren  to  believe  her  sister  was  an  accom- 
plice. Bogart  falls  into  the  clutches  of  John's 
gunmen,  but  in  the  final  showdown,  the  latter 
is  forced  through  a door  and  shot  by  his  own 
men — a death  intended  for  Bogart. 


This  Love  of  Ours 

CAST:  John  Garfield,  Eleanor  Parker,  Dane  Clark,  Jim 
Ridgely,  Rosemary  De  Camp,  Ann  Doran,  Ann  Todd.  PRO- 
DUCER: Jerry  Wald.  DIRECTOR:  Delmer  Daves.  ORIG- 
INAL: Roger  Butterfield.  SCREENPLAY:  Albert  Maltz. 

On  December  7,  1941,  John  Garfield  is  an  av- 
erage, fun-loving  kid,  thrust  suddenly  into 
the  maelstrom  of  a country  at  war.  He  im- 
mediately enlists  in  the  marine  corps  and 
leaves  in  a few  days.  On  Guadalcanal  Gar- 
field mans  a machine  gun  alone  until  blinded 
by  a Jap  grenade.  Back  in  a San  Diego  hos- 
pital an  operation  fails  to  restore  his  eyesight, 
and  John  is  adamant  that  a letter  be  written 
to  Eleanor  Parker,  his  fiancee,  breaking  their 
engagement.  Soon  afterward  he  is  ordered  to 
Philadelphia,  his  home  town,  to  be  decorated. 
Eleanor  meets  him  at  the  station,  takes  him 
home  and  finally  convinces  him  that  they  must 
carry  out  their  plans  for  marriage.  In  an  im- 
pressive ceremony,  Garfield  hears  his  citation 
for  extraordinary  heroism,  and  receives  the 
Navy  Cross. 


10 


BOXOFFICE  Showmandiser  ::  Mar.  24,  1945 


Opinions  on  Current  Productions,  and 
ixploitips  for  Selling  to  the  Public 


FEATURE  REVIEWS 


11 


Without  Love  F Comedy 

M-G-M  ( ) 111  Minutes  Rel.  

Exhibitors  who  played  "The  Philadelphia  Story"  several 
years  ago  to  packed  houses  will  cheer  this  latest  film  based 
on  a Philip  Barry  play.  It  is  a typical  woman's  picture  which 
means  that  it  should  do  exceptionally  well  in  practically  any 
situation  from  the  deluxer  to  the  late-run  neighborhood  house. 

Note  to  Oscar:  Keep  an  eye  on  Katharine  Hepburn's  per- 
formance; it  is  one  of  the  highlights  in  her  brilliant  career.  ral 

Spencer  Tracy's  work  as  the  scientist  with  a poet's  feeling  cel1* 

for  love  is  on  a par  with  this  sterling  actor's  usually  fine 
performances.  Both  Miss  Hepburn  and  Tracy  are  disillusioned 
about  love  until  they  meet.  She  helps  Tracy  in  his  experi- 
ments on  a new  oxygen  mask  for  the  army's  stratosphere 
airmen,  they  fall  in  love  and  find  they  can't  do  without  each 
other.  Direction  by  Harold  S.  Bucguet  and  screenplay  by 
Donald  Ogden  Stewart  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

Spencer  Tracy,  Katharine  Hepburn,  Lucille  Ball,  Keenan 
Wynn,  Carl  Esmond,  Patricia  Morison,  Felix  Bressart. 


Tarzan  and  the  Amazons  F 


Drama 


RKO  Radio  ( ) 


75  Minutes 


Rel. 


As  a gander  at  the  cast  will  reveal,  Edgar  Rice  Bur- 
roughs' intrepid  superman  was  herein  given  stronger  Thespic 
support  than  is  usually  the  case,  with  the  result  that  the  pic- 
ture is  among  the  all-time  best  of  the  long  line  of  Tarzan  films. 
The  story  is  the  normal  combination  of  adventure  and  fantasy 
and  regular  jungle  props  including  flora  and  fauna  create 
the  convincing  illusion  of  authentic  backgrounds  and  atmos- 
phere. Juvenile  audiences  will  find  the  offering  a delightful 
morsel  of  pure  escapist  entertainment,  while  adults  will  view 
it  with  tolerance  and  amusement.  Johnny  Weissmuller,  in  the 
title  role  and  growing  a bit  beefy,  swings  through  the  air 
and  water  with  the  greatest  of  ease  to  save  Boy  from  being 
executed  by  a tribe  of  Amazons  whose  sacred  domain  and 
traditions  the  youngster  had  violated.  Produced  by  Sol  Lesser 
airected  by  Kurt  Neumann. 

Johnny  Weissmuller,  Brenda  Joyce,  Johnny  Sheffield,  Henry 
Stephenson,  Maria  Ouspenskaya,  Barton  MacLane. 


Romance 


Rel. 


The  Clock  F 

M-G-M  ( ) 92  Minutes 

It's  one  of  those  pictures  about  which  the  incurably  ro- 
mantic  will  rave,  "How  sweet";  the  dilettanti  declare,  "How 
artistic  ; but  the  rank  and  file  of  theatregoers  will  unquestion- 
ably turn  their  thumbs  down.  So  much  emphasis  is  placed 
upon  the  capturing  of  moods,  that  the  picture  progresses  at 
snails  pace.  In  fact,  so  little  happens  during  its  92  minutes 
in  linking  the  offering  should  have  been 
titled  Eight  Day  Clock."  In  view  of  which  hurdles  in  the 
path  to  general  acceptance,  it  appears  that  the  feature's 
best  commercial  asset  is  the  established  marquee  appeal 
of  the  cast  upon  which  magnetism  will  depend  chances 
tor  profitable  patronage.  New  York  is  the  film's  locale  and 
it  tells  the  story  of  the  whirlwind  romance  between  a lone- 

Minnelh  ^ ° ^ Sensitive  3iri-  Directed  by  Vincente 

Judy  Garland.  Robert  Walker,  James  Gleason.  Keenan  Wynn. 
Marshall  Thompson,  Lucile  Gleason,  Ruth  Brady. 


The  Randolph  Family  F 


Comedy 


English  Films,  Inc. 


78  Minutes 


Rel.  Mar.  10,  '45 


Pleasant  and  charming  as  the  members  of  this  characteristic 
English  family  are,  their  problems  are  too  minor  to  hold  audi- 
ence interest.  Devoid  of  both  situation  and  action,  the  pic- 
ture becomes  a succession  of  character  studies,  talky  con- 

VeriaF°uS  ^nF.Ffractive  scenic  shots-  Margaret  Lockwood 
and  Michael  Wilding,  both  of  whom  are  known  to  American 
audiences,  head  a capable  cast.  Based  on  Dodie  Smith's 
r 7u  D®ar  0ct°Pus'"  the  picture  opens  with  the  preparations 
of  the  Randolphs  to  celebrate  the  golden  wedding  of  'the 

head!  FiF6  family'  Dora  and  Charles.  Their  children  and 
grandchildren  arrive  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  be  with 
hem  on  this  day.  We  witness  the  Randolph  tiffs,  hates  and 
oves,  and  underlying  all  these,  the  strength  and  sincerity  of  rY 
the  family  ties,  customs,  genuine  understanding  and  love. 

Harold  French,  of  Gainsborough  Studios,  London,  directed. 

Margaret  Lockwood.  Michael  Wilding.  Celia  Johnson.  Roland 
Culver,  Helen  Haye,  Athene  Seyler,  Joan  Cadell. 
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A Royal  Scandal 


Comedy 


20th-Fox  (521)  94  Minutes  Rel.  April  '45 

For  audiences  fond  of  sophisticated  characters  giving 
rapid-fire  utterance  to  sparkling  dialog,  this  Ernst  Lubitsch 
production  will  give  satisfaction.  If  your  clientele  has  seen 
— and  liked — Tallulah  Bankhead  on  the  stage  or  screen, 
this  sumptuously-mounted,  made-to-order  vehicle  for  her 
undeniable  talents  will  prove  a crowd-pleaser.  The  picture 
\nes)  drags  slightly  toward  the  end.  The  story  deals  with  Catherine 
the  Great  of  Russia's  dalliance  with  a personable  young 
army  officer  whose  fiancee,  a lady-in-waiting  to  the  Czarina, 
tries  vainly  to  bring  the  lad  back  to  his  senses  and  her  own 
embraces.  No  less  amusing  is  the  counterplot,  wherein  the 
wily  chancellor  outsmarts  two  cliques  of  double-crossing 
generals  plotting  to  seize  the  throne.  Otto  Preminger  skil- 
fully directed  a brilliant  cast. 

Tallulah  Bankhead,  Charles  Coburn,  Anne  Baxter,  William 
Eythe,  Mischa  Auer,  Sig  Ruman,  Vincent  Price. 


The  House  of  Fear  F Mystery 

Universal  (9025)  67  Minutes  Rel.  Mar.  16.  '45 

Sherlock  Holmes  detects  in  his  best  prescribed  manner 
and  his  stooge,  Dr.  Watson,  harrumphs  and  grumbles  all 
over  the  place,  but  the  picture  fails  to  attain  the  high  degree 
of  suspense  and  tempo  that  has  characterized  the  many  pred- 
ecessors in  the  series  based  on  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle's 
super-sleuth.  This  one  is  predicated  upon  the  Doyle  who- 
dunit, "The  Adventures  of  the  Five  Orange  Pips,"  which  in- 
cidentally, and  in  keeping  with  Hollywood's  propensity  toward 
raising  the  ante,  are  herein  increased  to  seven.  The  film 
boasts  a surprise  climax,  but  its  effectiveness  is  consider- 
ably dulled  by  the  slow,  repetitious  events  preceding.  Seven 
retired  Britons  occupy  a spooky  castle  in  Scotland.  Six  are 
apparently  slain  violently,  but  it  turns  out  to  be  a plot  to 
bilk  the  insurance  companies.  Produced  and  directed  by 
Roy  William  Neill. 

Basil  Rathbone,  Nigel  Bruce,  Aubrey  Mather,  Dennis  Hoey, 
Paul  Cavanagh,  Holmes  Herbert,  Harry  Cording. 


Historical 

Drama 


Dawn  Over  France  F 

Famous  International  Film  Corp.  74  Mins.  Rel.  Mar.  16,  '45 

This  is  a tedious  offering  as  film  entertainment,  with  limited 
appeal  for  most  audiences.  It  can  hardly  be  ranked  with  some 
of  the  fine  French  films  of  past  years,  and  why  it  has  been 
resurrected  is  somewhat  of  a mystery.  An  awkward  attempt 
has  been  made  at  the  end  to  link  the  action  to  current  events 
by  the  inclusion  of  newsreel  shots  of  De  Gaulle,  Eisenhower, 
Roosevelt,  Churchill  and  Stalin,  among  others,  but  this  after- 
thought sticks  out  like  a sore  thumb  and  has  little  significance. 
Produced  in  France  in  1939,  the  plot  takes  place  in  the  18th 
century,  and  deals  with  events  which  culminated  in  the 
French  Revolution.  The  fine  talents  of  Raimu  have  been  dis- 
sipated in  one  of  the  leading  roles,  while  the  others  are  hob- 
bled by  the  poor  story  and  static  direction.  Produced  and 
directed  by  Andre  Hugon. 

Raimu,  Berval.  Bal  Petre,  Pierre  Feuillere,  Nicole  Vattier, 
Jacqueline  Sylvere. 


Wait  for  Me  F 

Artkino  87  Minutes 


Drama 

Rel.  Mar.  17.  '45 

Interesting  rather  than  entertaining,  this  Russian-made 
picture  with  its  aubbed  English  dialog  is  best  suited  for  art 
theatres.  Its  theme  is  the  faith— and  faithfulness— of  war 
wives.  Four  Red  soldiers,  devoted  pals,  are  flying  near  the 
enemy  lines  when  their  plane  crashes  With  one  exception, 
their  respective  wives  give  them  up  for  lost,  seek  solace  or 
diversion  elsewhere.  The  exception,  Lisa,  is  so  steadfast  in 
her  faith  that  Nikolai  will  return,  she  shames  the  other 
wives  into  realizing  they  are  remiss  in  their  duty  to  both 
their  country  and  their  loved  ones.  The  missing  Nikolai  re- 
turns at  long  last,  thus  rewarding  Lisa's  patient  vigil.  Al- 
ley]) though  pedestrian  in  pace,  the  picture  has  several  moments 
of  excitement,  including  the  capture  of  a Nazi  outpost  by  a 
Red  partisan  single-handed;  the  explosion  in  a Moscow 
square  of  a German  delayed-action  bomb,  killing  and  wound- 
ing members  of  the  Red  demolition  squad. 

Valentina  Serova,  Boris  Blinov,  Lev  Sverdlin,  Nikolai  Naz- 
vanov,  Nina  Zorskia,  Piotra  Geraga,  Eda  Sipavina. 
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EXPLOITIPS 


Suggestions  for  Selling  the  Picture; 
Adlines  for  Newspaper  and  Programs 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "A  Royal  Scandal" 

Exploit  the  fact  this  is  a Lubitsch  production  for  all  it  is 
worth,  and  don't  overlook  the  possible  drawing  power  of 
such  stellar  performers  in  the  cast  as  Tallulah  Bankhead, 
Charles  Coburn,  Anne  Baxter,  Mischa  Auer,  Vincent  Price 
and  the  up-and-coming  William  Eythe.  Arrange  contests  to 
decide  on  Service  Man  Who  Looks  Best  in  Uniform.  Tieup 
windows  of  uniform  tailors,  gunsmiths,  jewelers,  etc.,  with 
displays  of  antique  swords,  period  firearms,  paste  jewelry, 
etc.,  purporting  to  be  replicas  of  those  used  in  the  film. 

CATCHLINES: 

Today's  Headlines  Prove  How  the  Russians  Can  Fight  . . . 
See  'A  Royal  Scandal'  and  Learn  How  They  Can  Lovel 

He  Discarded  a Handful  of  Diamonds  to  Hold  the  Oueen 
of  Hearts  . . . But  the  Queen  Turned  Out  to  Be  a Joker  and 
Cost  Him  the  Jack-Pot  . . . See  'A  Royal  Scandal’  and 
Enjoy  the  Royal  Flush  of  Entertainment. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  ‘The  House  of  Fear" 

Across  entrance  of  your  theatre  have  sign  bearing  film's 
title  and  for  lobby  erect  a skull-shaped  board,  place  green 
blinking  lights  behind  eye  sockets,  and  mount  a pipe,  cap 
and  magnifying  glass  copied  after  those  Holmes  effects. 
Have  employe  walk  through  town  garbed  in  dark  clothes — 
black  cloak,  slouch  hat  and  carrying  bag  on  which  is 
printed  "Join  Me  at  the  House  of  Fear."  Tack  up  signs  with 
arrows  pointing  to  your  theatre — "Don't  Be  Afraid — Holmes 
Will  Protect  You." 

CATCHLINES: 

Come  to  the  Gloomy  Scottish  Castle  . . . Where  Every 
Room  Is  a Chamber  of  Horrors  . . . Every  Night,  a Night- 
mare of  Terror  for  Five  Men  . . . Who  Sinisterly  Disap- 
peared . . . One  By  One  . . . And  Two  Remained  . . . Await- 
ing Their  Dooml 

Surrounded  by  Death  . . . Holmes,  the  Master  Sleuth  . . . 
And  His  Inimitable  Watson  . . . Unwind  the  Tangled  Skeins 
of  an  Almost-Perfect  Plot  . . . And  Crack  the  Blood-Curdling 
Case  of  the  Six  Empty  Coffins! 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Without  Love" 

• 

This  is  a woman's  picture  and  should  be  sold  as  such;  they 
will  bring  the  menfolk  along.  While  the  emphasis  should 
be  on  the  distaff  side,  don't  forget  about  the  men  and  kids 
for  there  is  plenty  of  entertainment  for  the  entire  family.  Ar- 
range photo  displays  of  some  of  Miss  Hepburn's  gowns  for 
the  lobby.  Through  cooperation  with  the  army  air  corps  se- 
cure display  material  on  the  group's  stratosphere  flying 
equipment. 

CATCHLINES: 

Disillusioned  Scientist  vs.  Society  Girl  . . . Both  Hurt  by 
Love  . . . But  Willing  to  Try  Again  . . . When  Their  Hearts 
Meet. 

Scientist  Works  on  Stratosphere  Invention  for  Army  Bird- 
men  . . . Aided  by  Lovely  Girl  Who  Learns  to  Live  Again  . . . 
Both  Ending  in  the  Clouds  Head  Over  Heels  in  Love. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Tarzan  and  the  Amazons" 

Give  your  theatre  a jungle  effect  by  decorating  boxoffice 
to  resemble  grass  hut,  and  promote  vines  and  plants  from 
local  nursery  for  lobby  arrangement.  In  this  setting  stand 
life-size  cuts  of  Tarzan  and  Jane.  If  your  local  paper  carries 
the  Tarzan  comic  strip,  spot  an  ad  along  side  of  it.  Since 
youngsters  recognize  Tarzan  as  friend  of  the  animals,  have  a 
contest  among  kids  for  oddest  pet  and  how  they  trained  it. 
Use  the  animal  idea  also  by  posting  banners  and  blurbs, 
tying  in  with  jungle  theme,  in  local  park  zoo,  if  your  town 
has  one. 

CATCHLINES: 

Wild  Adventure  ...  In  the  Wilds  of  the  Jungle  . . . Where 
a Terrible  Tribe  Hides  Deep  in  the  Wilderness  . . . Wait- 
ing . . . Watching  . . . Five  Gold-Greedy  Men  Who  Seek  a 
Buried  Treasure. 

Tarzan,  the  Untamable  . . . And  His  Lovely  Mate  ...  In 
An  Exciting  Race  Through  the  Tangled  Jungles  of  a Danger- 
ous Land  ...  To  the  Rescue  of  Their  Son  . . . Doomed  to 
Death  by  Avenging  Amazons. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  “Dawn  Over  France" 

Art  and  language  houses,  plus  theatres  in  predominantly 
French  neighborhoods,  will  get  the  biggest  play  from  this 
picture.  Tieins  with  French  newspapers  are  obligatory,  as 
well  as  arrangements  for  discussion  groups  and  French 
classes  in  schools  and  colleges.  Go  along  with  the  topical 
appeal  of  the  picture  by  blowing  up  newspaper  headlines  of 
France's  liberation  from  the  Nazis.  An  essay  contest  in  the 
local  newspaper  on  subjects  suggested  by  the  plot  can  be 
conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  editor. 

CATCHLINES: 

Robin  Hood  in  France  During  the  18th  Century  . . . Protect- 
ing the  Poor  From  the  Persecutions  of  the  Ruling  Classes  . . . 
A Thrilling  and  Flaming  Story  of  the  People  Who  Carry  Aloft 
the  Torch  of  Liberty  Through  the  Centuries! 

She  Cast  Aside  Wealth,  Position  and  Prestige  ...  To  Join 
the  Man  She  Loved  . . . Considered  an  Outlaw  by  the  Gov- 
ernment . . . But  Revered  as  a Hero  by  the  Peoplel 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Clock" 

Secure  permission  to  set  up  huge  cardboard  clock  in 
town's  square  or  other  prominent  location.  Have  hands 
pointing  to  12  and  caption;  "See  'The  Clock’  Before  Curfew 
Time."  Then  for  your  lobby  have  a large,  round,  cartooned 
clock's  face  smiling  down  on  Judy  Garland  and  Robert 
Walker,  stills  of  whom  are  posted  on  a heart-shaped  stand- 
ard. Use  timepiece  idea  in  newspaper  ads  and  throwaways 

with  slug — "You  Have  Hours  and  Minutes  Left 

to  See  Your  Favorite  Stars  at  the  Tivoli." 

CATCHLINES: 

Adorably  Winsome  Judy  . . . With  Robert  Walker,  Shyly 
Appealing  ...  In  a Story  So  Poignantly  Real  It  Could 
Be  Yours  ...  Of  Two  Youngsters  Who  Seized  Brief,  Brightly 
Colored  Hours  . . . From  a Khaki-Colored  World. 

Out  of  a City's  Milling  Millions  . . . They  Were  Meant  to 
Meet  ...  To  Live  a Lifetime  in  His  48  Hours  of  Freedom  . . . 
To  Know  Precious  Moments  of  a New-Found  Happiness  . . . 
With  An  Ugly  Old  Clock  . . . The  Cause  of  It  All. 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "Wait  For  Me" 

The  film  is  lofty  in  purpose,  calls  for  exploitation  of  a high 
order.  If  possible,  show  the  film  to  local  clergymen,  they 
should  endorse  its  theme  of  a wife's  faith  and  faithfulness 
in  press  and  pulpit.  Advertise  the  picture  in  connection  with 
current  world  conferences,  the  film  can  go  far  toward  develop- 
ing closer  understanding  between  allied  nations. 

CATCHLINES: 

What  Do  Fighting  Men  Think  About?  . . . What  Is  Their 
Greatest  Source  of  Strength?  . . . You'll  Find  the  Answers  in 
"Wait  For  Me"  . . . The  Picture  Every  Soldier's  Wife  or  Sweet- 
heart Dare  Not  Miss. 

How  Long  Should  a Woman  Wait  for  Her  Man  to  Return? 
. . . See  What  Happened  to  a Wife  Who  Waited  Five  Years 
. . . Don't  Miss  "Wait  For  Me,"  Based  on  a Poem  That  Sold 
1,000,000  Copies,  Inspired  18  Songs,  and  a Play  Running  in  30 
Theatres  at  One  Time) 


SELLING  ANGLES:  "The  Randolph  Family" 

Stress  the  family  angle.  Window  and  counter  tieups  with 
many  sorts  of  stores  might  read;  " 'The  Randolph  Family'  at 

Theatre  has  everything — and  we  have  everything 

for  the  family."  The  picture's  plot  revolves  around  two  wom- 
en's love  for  the  same  man;  teaser  and  herald  advertising 
should  stress  the  eternal  triangle  aspect.  On  facsimile  V-mail 
stationery  announce:  "If  your  boy  overseas  stopped  in 
England,  he'd  like  you  to  meet  'The  Randolph  Family.'  " 

CATCHLINES: 

One  Was  a Woman  of  the  World  . . . The  Other  Was  an 
Unsophisticated  Country  Girl  . . . Both  of  Them  Loved  the 
Same  Man  . . . The  Eternal  Triangle  Is  Old  as  Life  Itself — 
But  "The  Randolph  Family"  Solves  the  Problem  in  a New 
Way. 

She  Could  Manage  Everyone's  Affairs  Except  Her  Own  . . . 
She  Brought  Love  to  an  Entire  Family  . . . But  Couldn't  Find 
Happiness  Herself  . . . When  Finally  She  Met  a Man  Who 
Offered  Her  His  Heart — Another  Woman  Stole  It. 
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The  Industry’s  Market  Place  for  Purchase 
or  Sale  of  Equipment,  Theatres,  Service 


CLERRinG  HOUSE 


• Classified  Ads  lCc  Pet  Woid,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— NEW 


PRE-WAR  built  new  40x60  glass  size  stainless  steel 
poster  cases,  equipped  with  2-36"  long  fluorescent 
lighting.  Catalog  upon  request.  BEN  B.  POBLOCKI 
& SONS  CO.,  2159  So.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee 
7,  Wis. 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT— USED 


SANCO  ELECTRIC  CO.  SPECIALS  ON  REBUILT 
EQUIPMENT:  MECHANISMS:  Powers  6B,  $75— Simplex 
single  bearing,  $150— Simplex  double  bearing,  $200 — 
Simplex  double  bearing  rear  shutter,  $300— PEER- 
LESS LOW  LAMPS,  COMPLETE,  $200  pair— Amplifiers, 
all  makes,  $50  up — Speakers,  all  makes,  $25  up— 
Sound  heads,  complete,  all  makes,  $100  up  per  pair 
—SIMPLEX  3-POINT  BASES,  COMPLETE,  $65  each— 
Prices  on  all  other  equipment  on  request.  SANCO 
ELECTRIC  CO.,  328  Film  Bldg.  Phones:  CHerry  5573, 
FAirmount  4958.  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

COMPLETE  BOOTH  EQUIPMENT— Simplex  projec- 
tors; Motiograph  Lamps;  Hertner  Generator;  Bestone 
Sound;  Screen.  J.  P.  Lannan,  West  Point,  Neb. 

COMPLETE  COOLING  EQUIPMENT— 35,000  CFM 
Fan  with  10  h.  p.  motor  and  speed  control;  air  washer 
complete  with  pump  and  motor.  J.  P.  Lannan, 
RIVOLA  THEATRE,  West  Point,  Neb. 

FOR  SALE — Pair  Simplex  Acme  projectors  with  com- 
plete sound  system.  2,000  ft.  magazines,  pair  metal 
pedestals,  four  1,000  watt  lamps,  several  tubes  for 
amplifier,  and  rewinder.  Used  very  little.  A1  con- 
dition, ready  for  use.  Ted  Menze,  7411  Maple, 
Maplewood,  Mo. 

COMPLETE  SIMPLEX  OUTFIT— Bases,  lamphouses, 
projectors,  rectifiers,  lenses,  soundheads,  amplifiers, 
four  speakers  turntable,  film  cabinet,  rewind  and 
splicer.  Used  only  eight  months.  Reasonable.  H.  A. 
DANIELS,  Palace  Theatre,  Seguin,  Tex. 

SEVEN  SOLD  LAST  MONTH— COMPLETE  SIMPLEX 
BOOTH  OUTFITS  CONSISTING  PROJECTORS,  LAMP- 
HOUSES,  LENS,  SOUNDHEADS,  MOTORS,  AMPLI- 
FIER, SPEAKERS  and  SOUNDSCREEN.  Rebuilt  and 
guaranteed  one  year — $1,500.  Why  pay  more?  S.O.S. 
CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 

ARMY  SURPLUS  GENERATORS,  GOOD  FOR  YEARS, 
40/80A  220V,  worth  $500,  now  $95;  Arc  Spotlamp 
100A  with  pedestal,  $125;  Simplex  E-7  intermittents, 
$75;  Water  cooler,  DC  only,  $77.50;  Brenkert  F2 
Combination  slide  effect  machine,  cost  new  $750, 
closing  out,  $265;  Roth  Actodecotor  Suprex  Genera- 
tors, rebuilt,  $397.50;  Low  Intensity  Arclamps,  $75. 
Spring  Bulletin  now  ready.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANT  BURCH  Popcorn  machine.  POPCORN  SUP- 
PLY, Box  838,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

POPCORN  MACHINES  WANTED  — Any  make. 
Drawer  C,  BOXOFFICE,  408  S.  Harwood  St.,  Dallas 
1,  Texas. 

BURCH,  MANLEY,  CRETORS,  ADVANCE  poppers. 
All  electric  machines.  French  fry  type.  KRISPY  KIST 
KORN  MACHINE  CO.,  120  S.  Hoisted,  Chicago  6. 

WANTED — Good,  used  blower,  with  or  without 
motor.  YANCEY  THEATRE,  Normangee,  Texas. 

POWERS  PROJECTORS,  16MM  & 35MM  SOUND 
PORTABLES.  GOT  ANYTHING?  HIGHEST  PRICES 
PAID.  B-2158,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kan- 
sas City  1,  Mo. 

WANTED— COMPLETE  AIR  WASHER  for  400-seat 
house.  Must  be  in  first  class  condition.  DRAWER  551, 
Belmont,  N.  C. 


STUDIO  EQUIPMENT 


THREE  BERNDT  MAURER  16MM  RECORDING  SYS- 
TEMS with  latest  variable  intensity  galvanometers, 
$1,995;  Akeley  Newsreel  Sound  Camera,  modernized 
with  variable  intensity  galvanometer;  portable  am- 
plifier; magazines;  3 lenses  with  matched  finders; 
friction  tripod  cables;  represents  $13,000  value. 
Special  at  $6,995;  Duplex  35/16  Reduction  Printer, 
$2,250.  Send  for  list  of  recording  and  laboratory 
equipment.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK  18. 


REAL  ESTATE  FOR  SALE 


OWNER  RETIRING— Will  sell  because  of  gae.  Well 
diversified  income  producing,  property;  ENTIRE  BUSI- 
NESS BLOCK— FIREPROOF  CONSTRUCTION,  now 
renting.  Post  Office,  Drugstore,  Pool  Hall,  Restaurant. 
Owner  operates.  Thirty-room  hotel,  natural  hot  water 
baths;  picture  theatre,  liquor  store.  Reasonable 
terms  to  right  party.  CHAS.  F.  RUMBAUGH,  Pagosa 
Springs,  Colorado. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


HELP  WANTED 


NORFOLK  NEIGHBORHOOD  THEATRE  opened  last 
year.  Seating  400.  B-2160,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt 
Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

350-SEAT  THEATRE — Central  Kansas,  rural  and 
small  town  patronage  Excellent  business,  $6,000 
cash.  Will  pay  for  itself  in  one  year.  B-2156,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


THEATRE  SEATING 


THEATRE  CHAIRS— 2,000— Used,  refinished  com- 
pletely, spring  edge  cushions,  metal  bottom  boards; 
immediate  delivery.  Parts  for  all  chairs.  Squab  cush- 
ions only  25c.  STANLEY  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  1235 
5.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5. 

800  GOOD  USED  VENEER  CHAIRS— Will  sell  all  or 
part,  $2.90  each.  FOB  Chicago.  CHICAGO  USED 
CHAIR  MART,  844  South  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago. 
USED  BOX  SPRING  THEATRE  CHAIRS— 500  Ameri- 

can, 700  Heywood  Wakefield.  As  is,  or  will  recon- 
dition at  reasonable  cost.  Write  for  prices.  RUSSELL 
CARR,  1148  Taylor,  Detroit  2,  Mich. 

THEATRE  CHAIR  PARTS  — Standards,  hinges, 
clamps,  seats,  backs,  bolts,  screws,  cup  washers,  for 
all  makes  of  chairs.  Leatherette — send  samples  of 
your  required  replacements.  CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART,  844  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 

575  HEYWOOD  WAKEFIELD  HEAVY  PANEL  BACK, 

SQUAB  CUSHION  CHAIRS,  steel  tubular  standards, 
excellent  condition,  as  is,  $4.35;  500  Heywood  Wake- 
field heavy  panel  back,  box  spring  cushion  chairs, 
excellent  condition.  $5.95;  200  Irwin  heavy  panel 
back,  squab  cushion  chairs,  excellent  as  is,  $4.75; 
900  Irwin  chairs,  heavy  panel  back,  box  spring 
cushions,  newly  reupholstered,  rebuilt,  $7.50;  700 

American  veneer  chairs  three-ply  backs  and  seats, 
reconditioned,  $4.50;  Aislelites,  $2.97.  Wire  us  now. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 

CHAIR  UPHOLSTERING,  factory  method,  done  in 

theatre.  ROBERT  PURCELL,  332  Essex  St.,  Corry,  Pa. 

1,000  FULLY  UPHOLSTERED  HEYWOOD  WAKE- 

F1ELD  rebuilt  chairs,  box  spring  seat,  wide  wale 
corduroy  back,  plastic  leatherette  seat,  steel  legs, 
metal  back  panel  and  seat  panel,  $7.50,  FOB.  400 
IRWIN  STEEL  FULLY  UPHOLSTERED  REBUILT 
CHAIRS,  box  spring  seat,  metal  panels,  wide  wale 
corduroy  back,  plastic  leatherette  seat,  $8.50  with 
veneer  panels,  $7.75.  CENTURY  SEATING  CO.,  360 
West  44th  St.,  New  York  18. 


AIR  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 


NEW  AIR  WASHERS,  ROTARY  SPRAY  MAT  TYPE 
TO  WORK  WITH  ANY  BLOWER— EASILY  INSTALLED. 

5.000  cfm,  $115;  7,000  cfm,  $140;  10,000  cfm,  $170; 

15.000  cfm,  $200;  20,000  cfm,  $230.  Recirculating  Pump 
slightly  additional.  New  prewar  Blowers,  starting 
at  $106.50  for  5,500  cfm;  also  Diffuser  Grilles,  from 
$21.80.  AA-5  MRO  Priority  required.  Send  for  Air 
Conditioning  Catalogue.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY 
CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


SOUNDMAN'S  TESTING  OUTFITS  NOW  AVAILABLE 
on  AA2  MRO  (theatres  may  issue  this  priority)  $28.40; 
Presto  Professional  Disc  Recorder,  $325;  Sound  Opti- 
cal, $15.95;  Soundfilm  Test  Loop,  $2.50;  Tubes,  Excit- 
ers, Photocels,  Prewar  service,  ceiling  prices.  RCA 
30  Watt  PA  Army  Surplus  amplifiers,  $95.  S.O.S. 
CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK  18. 


PROJECTIONIST  and  managers  needed  for  perma- 
nent position  with  circuit.  Good  possibilities  lor  thu 
right  man.  BOX  1431,  Bay  City,  Texas. 

WANTED— TWO  DEPENDABLE  OPERATORS.  Excel- 
lent working  conditions,  permanent,  with  good  pay 
for  reliable  men.  No  one  employed  in  critical  war- 
time job  considered.  Airmail  full  particulars  immedi- 
ately to  STATE  THEATRE,  Big  Spring,  Texas. 

MANAGER  WANTED — Midwest  city,  give  experi- 
ence, references  and  salary  desired.  B-2154,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 

MANAGERS  AND  PROJECTIONISTS  WANTED— Per- 

manent jobs  for  the  right  men;  managers  participate 
in  profits.  Must  be  sober,  reliable,  with  good  ref- 
erences. Drifters  do  not  apply.  WALLACE  THEA- 
TRES, P.  O.  Box  878,  Levelland,  Texas. 

WANTED  — EXPERIENCED  THEATRE  MANAGER— 

New  England  territory.  Permanent  position  in  large 
city,  downtown,  second  run  theatre.  Must  have 
thorough  knowledge  of  theatre  and  advertising.  No 
booking.  Good  salary.  Write  or  apply  MANAGER, 
517  Statler  Office  Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass. 

OPERATOR  WANTED— Small  town,  short  hours, 

Simplex  projectors.  JEFFERIS  THEATRE,  Piedmont, 
Mo. 

WANTED— OPERATOR  at  once.  Good  salary,  no 

drifters  wanted.  Must  be  draft  exempt.  Go  to  work 
at  once.  Call  20,  R.  L.  HARRIS,  Hugoton,  Kas. 

ASSISTANT  MANAGER— MALE— For  new  small 

theatre  circuit  around  Norfolk,  Virginia.  B-2159, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1, 
Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  — Twenty-five  years  experience; 
draft  exempt,  single,  sober,  reliable.  Go  anywhere. 
Now  working  but  wish  to  change.  Box  351,  Syracuse, 
Kas. 

MANAGER  AVAILABLE— Capable  of  handling  any 

size  theatre,  any  type  policy.  Years  of  experience. 
Reliable;  references;  go  any  place.  State  salary. 
MANAGER,  Box  26,  Brownstown,  111. 

MANAGER— Knows  BUYING,  BOOKING,  EXPLOI- 

TATION,  MAINTENANCE,  22  years  experience.  Sober, 
reliable;  shoestring  offers  lay  off.  Guaranteed  salary 
against  percentage  or  yearly  bonus  plan.  Transpor- 
tation refunded  on  arrival.  Will  lease.  R.  R. 
NICHOLS,  1206V;  E.  Wayne,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

EXPERIENCED  THEATRE  MANAGER  desires  change. 

Prefer  small  town  operation  in  Denver  or  Salt  Lake 
City  exchange  area.  Age  39.  Eight  years  in  industry. 
B-21S7,  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas 
City  1,  Mo. 

PROJECTIONIST— 25  years.  De  Luxe  house  experi- 

ence — maintenance  and  repairs.  Permanent.  B-2155, 
BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


THEATRE  GAMES  WITH  GREATER  AUDIENCE  IN- 
TEREST. MORE  THRILLS  and  MORE  SUSPENSE. 
BINGO — $1.50  per  thousand  cards,  No.  1-75  die-cut. 
Buy  direct  from  LOUIS  KESSLER,  NOVELTY  GAMES 
CO.,  1434  Bedford  Ave.,  Brooklyn  16,  N.Y.  Manufac- 
turer and  printer,  servicing  exhibitors  exclusively 
for  over  12  years.  Various  other  games  available. 

BINGO  CARDS— Die-cut,  75  or  100  numbers,  $20 

lots  of  10,000  Smaller  quanaities,  $2.25  per  thousand. 
S.  KLOUS,  c/o  BOXOFFICE,  9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  New 
York  City. 


SIGN  SUPPLIES 

SPARKLING  SILVER  TINSEL  FOR  DECORATING 

SIGNS— Lobby  displays,  scenery,  $1.  Colored  tinsel, 
$1  10  pound  postpaid.  Cheaper  in  larger  amounts. 
F.  CLARCI,  519  Roebling,  Trenton,  10,  N.  J. 


SIGN  PAINTING 

EASY  WAY  TO  PAINT  SIGNS.  Use  letter  patterns. 

Avoid  sloppy  work  and  wasted  time.  No  experience 
needed  for  expert  work.  Write  for  free  samples. 
JOHN  HAHN,  B-1329  Central  Ave.,  Chicago  51,  111. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


PROMPT  SERVICE — Special  printed  roll  tickets, 
100,000— $16.40;  10,000— $4.95;  2,000— $2.50.  Each 
change  in  admission  price,  including  change  in  color, 
$2.00  extra.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000  miles. 
Cash  with  order.  KANSAS  CITY  TICKET  CO.,  Dept. 
9,  1819  Central,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


POPCORN  MACHINES 


POPCORN  MACHINES  FOR  SALE.  Manleys,  Burch, 
Cretors,  Advance  and  Stars.  CONSOLIDATED  CON- 
FECTIONS, 1116  South  Michigan,  Chicago  5,  111. 

BURCH  — MANLEY  — CRETORS  — ADVANCES— All 
electric  french  fry  types.  KARMELKORN  EQUIPMENT, 
120  S.  Halsted,  Chicago  6,  III. 

FOR  SALE — Star  Popcorn  machine  in  good  condi- 

tion, $75.  Priced  to  sell.  PALACE  THEATRE,  Weimar, 
Texas. 

— BURCH  ROTARY  KARMELKORN  MACHINE— Dry 

popper  with  glass  counter  and  copper  kettle.  Gas 
heat  and  electric  power,  rebuilt.  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  S.  Michigan,  Chicago  5,  111. 


POPCORN  SUPPLIES 


POPCORN  SEASONING— Bags— Boxes— Salt— pop- 
corn machines.  What  do  you  need?  POPCORN  TRAD- 
ING POST,  1116  South  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  825  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City  1,  Mo 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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OUR  MAIL 

REACHES  NEW  HIGH; 


Recently  through  the  trade  press,  we  informed  our 
friends  of  the  difficulties  in  maintaining  our  reputa- 
tion for  service  under  wartime  conditions. 

We  explained  that  504  out  of  1600  employees 
(It  is  at  this  date  51 1 out  of  1600  employees)  ...  or 
practically  one  out  of  every  three  . . . are  away  on 
military  duty  . . . and  that  we  are  trying  hard  to 
carry  on  until  they  come  back  ...  In  short  we  said 
. . . "Mister,  have  a heart!" 

We  never  doubted  the  nature  of  your  response... 
but  the  "heart"  shown  since  in  your  avalanche  of 
letters  . . . has  positively  overwhelmed  us. 

Very  soon,  let  us  hope,  the  dawn  of  Peace  will 
arrive,  with  our  old  employees  coming  back  to  us 
once  again.  Then  better  conditions,  coupled  with 
the  effects  of  your  cooperation,  will  quickly  bring 
our  service  back  to  its  old  high  standard. 

We  are  naturally  grateful  to  you— our  old  friends 
—for  your  understanding  and  cooperation.  It  is  this 
fine,  generous  spirit  on  your  part,  that  has  enabled 
us  to  carry  on  thus  far. 

We  most  sincerely  thank  you. 
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